














WHAT ARE THE FATHER STEPHEN’S TOP-SECRET SECURITY CLEARANCES OF THE HOLY BIBLE
VOLUME 2




















	[image: ]
	EBERLESTOCK F5 SWITCHBLADE BACKPACK (DRY EARTH)
	30
	5X6
	5X6
	1
	
	RAGMAN LL2

	[image: ]
	LBT-1476A 3DAY PACK (WOODLAND)
	25
	4X5
	5X5
	1.25
	
	RAGMAN LL4

	[image: ]
	GRUPPA 99 T20 BACKPACK
	25
	5X5
	5X5
	1
	
	RAGMAN LL2

	[image: ]
	HAZARD 4 DRAWBRIDGE BACKPACK (COYOTE TAN)
	25
	5X5
	5X5
	1
	
	RAGMAN LL3

	[image: ]
	HAZARD 4 TAKEDOWN SLING BACKPACK
	24
	3X7
	3X8
	1.14
	
	RAGMAN LL3 (BLACK)

	[image: ]
	HAZARD 4 PILLBOX BACKPACK
	20
	4X4
	4X5
	1.25
	
	RAGMAN LL2

	[image: ]
	WARTECH BERKUT BB-102 BACKPACK
	20
	4X5
	4X5
	1
	
	RAGMAN LL1
RAGMAN LL1 (BARTER)

	[image: ]
	LBT-8005A DAY PACK BACKPACK
	20
	4X5
	4X5
	1
	
	PEACEKEEPER LL2
PEACEKEEPER LL1 (BARTER)

	[image: ]
	SCAV BACKPACK
	20
	4X5
	4X5
	1
	
	LOOT ONLY

	[image: ]
	FLYYE MBSS BACKPACK
	16
	4X4
	4X4
	1
	
	RAGMAN LL1
PEACEKEEPER LL1 (BARTER)

	[image: ]
	SANITAR'S BAG
	16
	4X4
	4X4
	1
	
	LOOT ONLY

	[image: ]
	DUFFLE BAG
	12
	4X3
	4X3
	1
	
	LOOT ONLY

	[image: ]
	LOLKEK 3F TRANSFER TOURIST BACKPACK
	12
	3X4
	3X4
	1
	
	LOOT ONLY

	[image: ]
	TRANSFORMER BAG
	9
	3X3
	3X3
	1
	
	LOOT ONLY

	[image: ]
	VKBO ARMY BAG
	8
	3X4
	4X2
	0.67
	
	PRAPOR LL1 (BARTER)
JAEGER LL1 (BARTER)

	[image: ]
	TACTICAL SLING BAG
	6
	3X3
	3X2
	0.67
	
	RAGMAN LL1


[image: Tracker]
UPCOMING BACKPACKS
	NAME
	IMAGE
	STATUS
	NOTE

	SCORPION BACKPACK
	[image: ]
	CONFIRMED WITH SCREENSHOT
	THIS IS A RUSSIAN AMMUNITION BELT STORAGE OR A FEEDING BACKPACK SYSTEM FOR LMGS LIKE THE PKP PECHENEG. IT CAN HOLD UP TO 550 ROUNDS OF 7.62X54MMR IN THE BACKPACK AND IN THE FEEDING ARM.

	MYSTERY RANCH COMM 3 BVS PACK
	[image: ]
	CONFIRMED WITH SCREENSHOT
	HTTPS://TWITTER.COM/BSTATEGAMES/STATUS/1512158513279254528/PHOTO/1



		BACKPACKS

	

		6SH118 RAID BACKPACK · LBT-2670 SLIM FIELD MED PACK · MYSTERY RANCH BLACKJACK 50 BACKPACK (MULTICAM) · EBERLESTOCK F4 TERMINATOR LOAD BEARING BACKPACK (TIGER STRIPE) · SSO ATTACK 2 RAID BACKPACK · PILGRIM TOURIST BACKPACK · 3V GEAR PARATUS 3-DAY OPERATOR'S TACTICAL BACKPACK · EBERLESTOCK G2 GUNSLINGER II BACKPACK (DRY EARTH) · OAKLEY MECHANISM HEAVY DUTY BACKPACK (BLACK) · CAMELBAK TRI-ZIP ASSAULT BACKPACK · ANA TACTICAL BETA 2 BATTLE BACKPACK · EBERLESTOCK F5 SWITCHBLADE BACKPACK (DRY EARTH) · HAZARD 4 TAKEDOWN SLING BACKPACK · LBT-8005A DAY PACK BACKPACK · WARTECH BERKUT BB-102 BACKPACK · SCAV BACKPACK · FLYYE MBSS BACKPACK · SANITAR'S BAG · LOLKEK 3F TRANSFER TOURIST BACKPACK · DUFFLE BAG · TRANSFORMER BAG · VKBO ARMY BAG · TACTICAL SLING BAG · HAZARD 4 DRAWBRIDGE BACKPACK (COYOTE TAN) · HAZARD 4 PILLBOX BACKPACK · SANTA'S BAG · LBT-1476A 3DAY PACK (WOODLAND) · GRUPPA 99 T20 BACKPACK









CHEST RIGS
CHEST RIGS PLAY THE MOST IMPORTANT ROLE IN YOUR ADVENTURES INTO TARKOV - CARRYING AND STORING MAGAZINES AND AMMUNITION. SOME TYPES EVEN OFFER YOU ADDITIONAL PROTECTION.
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ARMORED CHEST RIGS CHECK THE BALLISTICS PAGE.
LIST
ARMORED
	ICON
	NAME
	ARMOR
	PENALTIES

	
	
	SLOTS
	GRID
SIZE
	EFFICIENCY
	MATERIAL
	CLASS
	ZONES
	DURABILITY
	EFFECTIVE
DURABILITY
	MOVEMENT
SPEED
	TURN
SPEED
	ERGO-
NOMICS
	WEIGHT

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[image: ]
	6B5-16 ZH-86 ULEY ARMORED RIG
	10
	3×4
	0.833
	TITAN
	3
	THORAX,
STOMACH
	80
	145
	-9%
	-5%
	-12
	7.1 KG

	[image: ]
	EAGLE INDUSTRIES "MMAC" PLATE CARRIER (RANGER GREEN)
	14
	3×3
	1.555
	UHMWPE
	4
	THORAX
	40
	89
	-7%
	-5%
	-7%
	7.2 KG

	[image: ]
	ARS ARMA A18 SKANDA PLATE CARRIER
	25
	4×3
	2.083
	COMBINED
MATERIALS
	4
	THORAX
	80
	160
	-7%
	-4%
	-6
	8.2 KG

	[image: ]
	WARTECH TV-110 PLATE CARRIER RIG
	23
	4×3
	1.917
	ARMOR
STEEL
	4
	THORAX
	85
	121
	-8%
	-4%
	-5
	10.3 KG

	[image: ]
	FIRSTSPEAR "STRANDHOGG" PLATE CARRIER RIG (RANGER GREEN)
	17
	3×4
	1.416
	ALUMINIUM
	4
	THORAX,
STOMACH
	45
	75
	-6%
	-4%
	-3
	6.5 KG

	[image: ]
	CQC OSPREY MK4A PLATE CARRIER (ASSAULT, MTP)
	25
	4×3
	2.083
	ALUMINIUM
	4
	THORAX,
ARMS
	60
	100
	-11%
	-11%
	-7
	10.7 KG

	[image: ]
	6B3TM-01M ARMORED RIG
	12
	3×4
	1
	TITAN
	4
	THORAX,
STOMACH
	40
	73
	-10%
	-5%
	-15
	9.2 KG

	[image: ]
	6B5-15 ZH-86 "ULEY" ARMORED RIG
	10
	3×4
	0.833
	CERAMIC
	4
	THORAX,
STOMACH
	50
	63
	-14%
	-7%
	-12
	12.2 KG

	[image: ]
	ANA TACTICAL M2 ARMORED RIG
	18
	4×4
	1.125
	TITAN
	4
	THORAX,
STOMACH
	60
	109
	-8%
	-5%
	-2
	7.0 KG

	[image: ]
	ANA TACTICAL M1 ARMORED RIG
	20
	4×4
	1.25
	ARMOR
STEEL
	4
	THORAX,
STOMACH
	65
	93
	-10%
	-5%
	-5
	8.3 KG

	[image: ]
	CRYE PRECISION AVS PLATE CARRIER
	23
	3×4
	1.917
	COMBINED
MATERIALS
	4
	THORAX,
STOMACH
	70
	140
	-10%
	-2%
	-2
	8.7 KG

	[image: ]
	5.11 TACTICAL TACTEC PLATE CARRIER
	18
	4×4
	1.125
	UHMWPE
	5
	THORAX
	50
	111
	-7%
	-3%
	-3
	9.5 KG

	[image: ]
	ARS ARMA CPC MOD.2 PLATE CARRIER
	23
	4×3
	1.917
	UHMWPE
	5
	THORAX
	60
	133
	-6%
	-3%
	-5
	8.5 KG

	[image: ]
	CQC OSPREY MK4A PLATE CARRIER (PROTECTION, MTP)
	24
	4×3
	2
	COMBINED
MATERIALS
	5
	THORAX,
ARMS
	55
	110
	-16%
	-11%
	-11
	12.5 KG

	[image: ]
	CRYE PRECISION AVS MBAV (TAGILLA EDITION)
	12
	3×3
	1.333
	TITAN
	6
	THORAX
	60
	109
	-6%
	-5%
	-8
	7.8 KG



UNARMORED
	ICON
	NAME
	PENALTIES

	
	
	SLOTS
	GRID
SIZE
	EFFICIENCY
	WEIGHT

	
	
	
	
	
	

	[image: ]
	SCAV VEST
	6
	2×3
	1
	0.4 KG

	[image: ]
	SECURITY VEST
	6
	2×3
	1
	0.51 KG

	[image: ]
	DIY IDEA CHEST RIG
	8
	3×2
	1.333
	0.22 KG

	[image: ]
	SPIRITUS SYSTEMS BANK ROBBER CHEST RIG
	8
	3×2
	1.333
	0.7 KG

	[image: ]
	SOE MICRO RIG
	8
	2×3
	1.333
	0.8 KG

	[image: ]
	WARTECH TV-109 + TV-106 CHEST RIG
	10
	3×3
	1.111
	1.8 KG

	[image: ]
	CSA CHEST RIG
	10
	2×3
	1.667
	0.75 KG

	[image: ]
	UMTBS 6SH112 SCOUT-SNIPER
	12
	4×3
	1
	1.7 KG

	[image: ]
	SPLAV "TARZAN M22" CHEST RIG
	14
	4×3
	1.167
	1.45 KG

	[image: ]
	HALEY STRATEGIC D3CRX CHEST HARNESS
	16
	3×3
	1.778
	0.9 KG

	[image: ]
	DYNAFORCE TRITON M43-A CHEST HARNESS
	16
	4×3
	1.333
	1.3 KG

	[image: ]
	BLACKHAWK! COMMANDO CHEST HARNESS
	16
	4×3
	1.333
	1.35 KG

	[image: ]
	DIRECT ACTION THUNDERBOLT COMPACT CHEST RIG
	16
	3×3
	1.778
	0.62 KG

	[image: ]
	GEAR CRAFT GC-BSS-MK1 CHEST RIG
	16
	3×3
	1.778
	1.0 KG

	[image: ]
	UMKA M33-SET1 HUNTER VEST
	16
	3×4
	1.333
	1.2 KG

	[image: ]
	LBT-1961A LOAD BEARING CHEST RIG
	18
	3×3
	2
	1.36 KG

	[image: ]
	STICH PROFI CHEST RIG MK2 (RECON, A-TACS FG)
	18
	3×4
	1.5
	1.4 KG

	[image: ]
	STICH PROFI CHEST RIG MK2 (ASSAULT, A-TACS FG)
	18
	3×4
	1.5
	1.75 KG

	[image: ]
	BLACKROCK CHEST RIG
	20
	3×4
	1.667
	1.8 KG

	[image: ]
	WARTECH MK3 TV-104 CHEST RIG
	20
	3×4
	1.667
	1.65 KG

	[image: ]
	ANA TACTICAL ALPHA CHEST RIG
	20
	4×4
	1.25
	1.7 KG

	[image: ]
	AZIMUT SS "ZHUK" CHEST HARNESS
	20
	4×3
	1.667
	1.6 KG

	[image: ]
	VELOCITY SYSTEMS MPPV MULTI-PURPOSE PATROL VEST
	24
	4×3
	2
	1.6 KG

	[image: ]
	BELT-A + BELT-B GEAR RIG
	25
	4×4
	1.563
	1.7 KG


UPCOMING CHEST RIGS
ARMORED
	NAME
	IMAGE
	STATUS

	PARACLETE ARMIS GEN II PLATE CARRIER
	[image: ]
	CONFIRMED WITH SCREENSHOT


UNARMORED
	NAME
	IMAGE
	STATUS

	6SH117
	[image: ]
	CONFIRMED WITH SCREENSHOT


ADDITIONALLY, MOLLE RIGS/MODULAR RIGS WERE CONFIRMED IN VARIOUS INTERVIEWS WITH NIKITA BUYANOV.
		CHEST RIGS

	

		UNARMORED
	
	SCAV VEST · SECURITY VEST · DIY IDEA CHEST RIG · SPIRITUS SYSTEMS BANK ROBBER CHEST RIG · SOE MICRO RIG · CSA CHEST RIG · WARTECH TV-109 + TV-106 CHEST RIG · UMTBS 6SH112 SCOUT-SNIPER · SPLAV "TARZAN M22" CHEST RIG · HALEY STRATEGIC D3CRX CHEST HARNESS · DYNAFORCE TRITON M43-A CHEST HARNESS · BLACKHAWK! COMMANDO CHEST HARNESS · DIRECT ACTION THUNDERBOLT COMPACT CHEST RIG · GEAR CRAFT GC-BSS-MK1 CHEST RIG · UMKA M33-SET1 HUNTER VEST · LBT-1961A LOAD BEARING CHEST RIG · BLACKROCK CHEST RIG · WARTECH MK3 TV-104 CHEST RIG · ANA TACTICAL ALPHA CHEST RIG · AZIMUT SS "ZHUK" CHEST HARNESS · VELOCITY SYSTEMS MPPV MULTI-PURPOSE PATROL VEST · BELT-A + BELT-B GEAR RIG · STICH PROFI CHEST RIG MK2 (ASSAULT, A-TACS FG) · STICH PROFI CHEST RIG MK2 (RECON, A-TACS FG)



	ARMORED

	

	CLASS 1
	
	NONE



	CLASS 2
	
	NONE



	CLASS 3
	
	6B5-16 ZH-86 ULEY ARMORED RIG



	CLASS 4
	
	EAGLE INDUSTRIES "MMAC" PLATE CARRIER (RANGER GREEN) · ARS ARMA A18 SKANDA PLATE CARRIER · WARTECH TV-110 PLATE CARRIER RIG · FIRSTSPEAR "STRANDHOGG" PLATE CARRIER RIG (RANGER GREEN) · CQC OSPREY MK4A PLATE CARRIER (ASSAULT, MTP) · 6B3TM-01M ARMORED RIG · 6B5-15 ZH-86 "ULEY" ARMORED RIG · ANA TACTICAL M2 ARMORED RIG · ANA TACTICAL M1 ARMORED RIG · CRYE PRECISION AVS PLATE CARRIER



	CLASS 5
	
	5.11 TACTICAL TACTEC PLATE CARRIER · ARS ARMA CPC MOD.2 PLATE CARRIER · CQC OSPREY MK4A PLATE CARRIER (PROTECTION, MTP)



	CLASS 6
	
	CRYE PRECISION AVS MBAV (TAGILLA EDITION)









EYEWEAR
EYEWEAR CAN BE EQUIPPED TO REDUCE THE DURATION OF FLASHBANG EFFECTS AS WELL AS THE SIZE AND NUMBER OF RAINDROPS ON THE PLAYERS' SCREEN.

LIST
ARMORED
	ICON 
	NAME 
	ARMOR CLASS 
	ARMOR ZONES 
	ARMOR SEGMENTS 
	DURABILITY 
	RICOCHET CHANCE 
	BLINDNESS PROTECTION 

	[image: 127x64]
	NPP KLASS CONDOR GLASSES
	1
	HEAD
	EYES
	25
	MEDIUM
	10%


UNARMORED
	ICON 
	NAME 
	BLINDNESS PROTECTION 
	NOTES 

	[image: ]
	TACTICAL GLASSES
	10%
	

	[image: ]
	ANTI-FRAGMENTATION GLASSES
	10%
	

	[image: ]
	6B34 ANTI-FRAGMENTATION GLASSES
	10%
	

	[image: ]
	DUNDUKK SPORT SUNGLASSES
	15%
	

	[image: ]
	OAKLEY SI M FRAME SAFETY GLASSES
	15%
	

	[image: ]
	PYRAMEX PROXIMITY SAFETY GLASSES
	15%
	

	[image: ]
	ROUND FRAME SUNGLASSES
	20%
	1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND FOR THE QUEST GRATITUDE

	[image: ]
	RAYBENCH HIPSTER RESERVE SUNGLASSES
	25%
	1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND FOR THE QUEST GRATITUDE

	[image: ]
	RAYBENCH AVIATOR GLASSES
	25%
	

	[image: ]
	CROSSBOW TACTICAL GLASSES
	30%
	

	[image: ]
	GASCAN GLASSES
	15%
	

	[image: 127x64]
	TWITCH RIVALS 2020 GLASSES
	30%
	EVENT ITEM

	[image: 127x64]
	GAS WELDER SAFETY GOGGLES
	45%
	


SEE ALSO
GEAR COMPONENTS FOR NVG'S AND VISORS
GEAR
		    HEADSETS
	
	OPS-CORE FAST RAC HEADSET · PELTOR COMTAC 2 HEADSET · MSA SORDIN SUPREME PRO-X/L ACTIVE HEADSET · GSSH-01 ACTIVE HEADSET · PELTOR TACTICAL SPORT HEADSET · WALKER'S RAZOR DIGITAL HEADSET · WALKER'S XCEL 500BT DIGITAL HEADSET · OPSMEN EARMOR M32 HEADSET



	EYEWEAR
	
	NPP KLASS CONDOR GLASSES · ANTI-FRAGMENTATION GLASSES · 6B34 ANTI-FRAGMENTATION GLASSES · ROUND FRAME SUNGLASSES · DUNDUKK SPORT SUNGLASSES · OAKLEY SI M FRAME SAFETY GLASSES · PYRAMEX PROXIMITY SAFETY GLASSES · RAYBENCH HIPSTER RESERVE SUNGLASSES · RAYBENCH AVIATOR GLASSES · CROSSBOW TACTICAL GLASSES · GASCAN GLASSES · TWITCH RIVALS 2020 GLASSES · TACTICAL GLASSES · GAS WELDER SAFETY GOGGLES



	FACE COVER
	
	"SHATTERED" LIGHTWEIGHT ARMORED MASK · TAGILLA'S WELDING MASK "GORILLA" · TAGILLA'S WELDING MASK "UBEY" · GP-5 GAS MASK · GP-7 GAS MASK · "DEADLY SKULL" MASK · RESPIRATOR · PESTILY PLAGUE MASK · SLENDER MASK · MISHA MAYOROV MASK · JASON MASK · SHROUD HALF-MASK · BALACLAVA · COLD FEAR INFRARED BALACLAVA · TWITCH RIVALS 2021 BALACLAVA · GHOST BALACLAVA · MOMEX BALACLAVA · SMOKE BALACLAVA · SHEMAGH (GREEN) · SHEMAGH (TAN) · LOWER HALF-MASK · NEOPRENE MASK · FAKE MUSTACHE · FAKE WHITE BEARD · TWITCH RIVALS 2020 HALF MASK · TWITCH RIVALS 2020 MASK · GHOUL MASK · FACELESS MASK · SKI HAT WITH HOLES FOR EYES



	ARMBANDS
	
	ARMBAND (WHITE) · ARMBAND (RED) · ARMBAND (BLUE) · ARMBAND (GREEN) · ARMBAND (YELLOW) · RIVALS 2020 ARMBAND · EVASION ARMBAND · "ALPHA" ARMBAND · "BEAR" ARMBAND · "DEADSKUL" ARMBAND · "KIBA ARMS" ARMBAND · "LABS" ARMBAND · "TERRAGROUP" ARMBAND · "TRAIN HARD" ARMBAND · "UNTAR" ARMBAND · "USEC" ARMBAND · "RFARMY" ARMBAND






FACE COVER
MOST FACE COVER ITEMS ARE PURELY FOR VANITY, BUT SOME ALSO OFFER BALLISTIC AND BLINDNESS PROTECTION.
LIST
ARMORED
	ICON 
	NAME 
	ARMOR CLASS 
	ARMOR SEGMENTS 
	DURABILITY 
	RICOCHET CHANCE 
	BLINDNESS PROTECTION 
	MOVEMENT SPEED 
	TURN SPEED 
	ERGONOMICS 
	SOUND REDUCTION 
	BLOCKS HEADSET 

	[image: ]
	"SHATTERED" LIGHTWEIGHT ARMORED MASK
	1
	EYES, JAWS
	40
	HIGH
	0%
	+0%
	+0%
	+0
	NONE
	NO

	[image: ]
	TAGILLA'S WELDING MASK "GORILLA"
	5
	TOP, EARS, EYES, JAWS
	40
	HIGH
	70%
	-5%
	-10%
	-10
	HIGH
	YES

	[image: ]
	TAGILLA'S WELDING MASK "UBEY"
	5
	TOP, EARS, EYES, JAWS
	40
	HIGH
	70%
	-5%
	-10%
	-10
	HIGH
	YES



VANITY
	ICON 
	NAME 
	NOTES 

	[image: ]
	GP-5 GAS MASK
	REQUIRED FOR THE QUEST DECONTAMINATION SERVICE

	[image: ]
	GP-7 GAS MASK
	REQUIRED FOR THE QUEST DECONTAMINATION SERVICE

	[image: ]
	"DEADLY SKULL" MASK
	

	[image: ]
	RESPIRATOR
	4 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST VITAMINS - PART 2
REQUIRED FOR THE QUEST DECONTAMINATION SERVICE

	[image: ]
	PESTILY PLAGUE MASK
	1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	SLENDER MASK
	EVENT ITEM

	[image: ]
	MISHA MAYOROV MASK
	EVENT ITEM

	[image: ]
	GHOUL MASK
	EVENT ITEM

	[image: ]
	FACELESS MASK
	

	[image: ]
	JASON MASK
	EVENT ITEM

	[image: ]
	BALACLAVA
	

	[image: ]
	COLD FEAR INFRARED BALACLAVA
	

	[image: ]
	TWITCH RIVALS 2021 BALACLAVA
	EVENT ITEM

	[image: ]
	GHOST BALACLAVA
	1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND FOR THE QUEST GRATITUDE

	[image: ]
	MOMEX BALACLAVA
	

	[image: ]
	SMOKE BALACLAVA
	

	[image: ]
	SHEMAGH (GREEN)
	1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND FOR THE QUEST GRATITUDE

	[image: ]
	SHEMAGH (TAN)
	

	[image: ]
	SKI HAT WITH HOLES FOR EYES
	1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SEW IT GOOD - PART 1

	[image: ]
	LOWER HALF-MASK
	7 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST THE PUNISHER - PART 2

	[image: ]
	SHROUD HALF-MASK
	1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	TWITCH RIVALS 2020 HALF MASK
	EVENT ITEM

	[image: ]
	NEOPRENE MASK
	

	[image: ]
	TWITCH RIVALS 2020 MASK
	EVENT ITEM

	[image: ]
	FAKE MUSTACHE
	1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	FAKE WHITE BEARD
	EVENT ITEM


GEAR

	HEADSETS
	
	OPS-CORE FAST RAC HEADSET · PELTOR COMTAC 2 HEADSET · MSA SORDIN SUPREME PRO-X/L ACTIVE HEADSET · GSSH-01 ACTIVE HEADSET · PELTOR TACTICAL SPORT HEADSET · WALKER'S RAZOR DIGITAL HEADSET · WALKER'S XCEL 500BT DIGITAL HEADSET · OPSMEN EARMOR M32 HEADSET



	EYEWEAR
	
	NPP KLASS CONDOR GLASSES · ANTI-FRAGMENTATION GLASSES · 6B34 ANTI-FRAGMENTATION GLASSES · ROUND FRAME SUNGLASSES · DUNDUKK SPORT SUNGLASSES · OAKLEY SI M FRAME SAFETY GLASSES · PYRAMEX PROXIMITY SAFETY GLASSES · RAYBENCH HIPSTER RESERVE SUNGLASSES · RAYBENCH AVIATOR GLASSES · CROSSBOW TACTICAL GLASSES · GASCAN GLASSES · TWITCH RIVALS 2020 GLASSES · TACTICAL GLASSES · GAS WELDER SAFETY GOGGLES



	FACE COVER
	
	"SHATTERED" LIGHTWEIGHT ARMORED MASK · TAGILLA'S WELDING MASK "GORILLA" · TAGILLA'S WELDING MASK "UBEY" · GP-5 GAS MASK · GP-7 GAS MASK · "DEADLY SKULL" MASK · RESPIRATOR · PESTILY PLAGUE MASK · SLENDER MASK · MISHA MAYOROV MASK · JASON MASK · SHROUD HALF-MASK · BALACLAVA · COLD FEAR INFRARED BALACLAVA · TWITCH RIVALS 2021 BALACLAVA · GHOST BALACLAVA · MOMEX BALACLAVA · SMOKE BALACLAVA · SHEMAGH (GREEN) · SHEMAGH (TAN) · LOWER HALF-MASK · NEOPRENE MASK · FAKE MUSTACHE · FAKE WHITE BEARD · TWITCH RIVALS 2020 HALF MASK · TWITCH RIVALS 2020 MASK · GHOUL MASK · FACELESS MASK · SKI HAT WITH HOLES FOR EYES



	ARMBANDS
	
	ARMBAND (WHITE) · ARMBAND (RED) · ARMBAND (BLUE) · ARMBAND (GREEN) · ARMBAND (YELLOW) · RIVALS 2020 ARMBAND · EVASION ARMBAND · "ALPHA" ARMBAND · "BEAR" ARMBAND · "DEADSKUL" ARMBAND · "KIBA ARMS" ARMBAND · "LABS" ARMBAND · "TERRAGROUP" ARMBAND · "TRAIN HARD" ARMBAND · "UNTAR" ARMBAND · "USEC" ARMBAND · "RFARMY" ARMBAND



HEADSETS
HEADSETS AMPLIFY LOW LEVEL SOUNDS LIKE FOOTSTEPS WHILE SUPPRESSING IMPULSE NOISES, FOR EXAMPLE GUNSHOTS. THE VARIOUS MODELS OFFER DIFFERENT AUDIO PROFILES.
LIST
	ICON
	NAME

	[image: ]
	GSSH-01 ACTIVE HEADSET

	[image: ]
	MSA SORDIN SUPREME PRO-X/L ACTIVE HEADSET

	[image: ]
	OPS-CORE FAST RAC HEADSET

	[image: ]
	OPSMEN EARMOR M32 HEADSET

	[image: ]
	PELTOR COMTAC 2 HEADSET

	[image: ]
	PELTOR TACTICAL SPORT HEADSET

	[image: ]
	WALKER'S RAZOR DIGITAL HEADSET

	[image: ]
	WALKER'S XCEL 500BT DIGITAL HEADSET


GEAR

	HEADSETS
	
	OPS-CORE FAST RAC HEADSET · PELTOR COMTAC 2 HEADSET · MSA SORDIN SUPREME PRO-X/L ACTIVE HEADSET · GSSH-01 ACTIVE HEADSET · PELTOR TACTICAL SPORT HEADSET · WALKER'S RAZOR DIGITAL HEADSET · WALKER'S XCEL 500BT DIGITAL HEADSET · OPSMEN EARMOR M32 HEADSET



	EYEWEAR
	
	NPP KLASS CONDOR GLASSES · ANTI-FRAGMENTATION GLASSES · 6B34 ANTI-FRAGMENTATION GLASSES · ROUND FRAME SUNGLASSES · DUNDUKK SPORT SUNGLASSES · OAKLEY SI M FRAME SAFETY GLASSES · PYRAMEX PROXIMITY SAFETY GLASSES · RAYBENCH HIPSTER RESERVE SUNGLASSES · RAYBENCH AVIATOR GLASSES · CROSSBOW TACTICAL GLASSES · GASCAN GLASSES · TWITCH RIVALS 2020 GLASSES · TACTICAL GLASSES · GAS WELDER SAFETY GOGGLES



	FACE COVER
	
	"SHATTERED" LIGHTWEIGHT ARMORED MASK · TAGILLA'S WELDING MASK "GORILLA" · TAGILLA'S WELDING MASK "UBEY" · GP-5 GAS MASK · GP-7 GAS MASK · "DEADLY SKULL" MASK · RESPIRATOR · PESTILY PLAGUE MASK · SLENDER MASK · MISHA MAYOROV MASK · JASON MASK · SHROUD HALF-MASK · BALACLAVA · COLD FEAR INFRARED BALACLAVA · TWITCH RIVALS 2021 BALACLAVA · GHOST BALACLAVA · MOMEX BALACLAVA · SMOKE BALACLAVA · SHEMAGH (GREEN) · SHEMAGH (TAN) · LOWER HALF-MASK · NEOPRENE MASK · FAKE MUSTACHE · FAKE WHITE BEARD · TWITCH RIVALS 2020 HALF MASK · TWITCH RIVALS 2020 MASK · GHOUL MASK · FACELESS MASK · SKI HAT WITH HOLES FOR EYES



	ARMBANDS
	
	ARMBAND (WHITE) · ARMBAND (RED) · ARMBAND (BLUE) · ARMBAND (GREEN) · ARMBAND (YELLOW) · RIVALS 2020 ARMBAND · EVASION ARMBAND · "ALPHA" ARMBAND · "BEAR" ARMBAND · "DEADSKUL" ARMBAND · "KIBA ARMS" ARMBAND · "LABS" ARMBAND · "TERRAGROUP" ARMBAND · "TRAIN HARD" ARMBAND · "UNTAR" ARMBAND · "USEC" ARMBAND · "RFARMY" ARMBAND



HEADWEAR
HEADWEAR IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV OFFERS MULTIPLE PURPOSES.
THERE ARE VANITY ITEMS, PROTECTIVE HELMETS AND UTILITY ITEMS. EACH HELMET OFFERS PROTECTION FOR DIFFERENT SEGMENTS OF THE HEAD, WHICH BECOMES AN IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION BEFORE HEADING INTO COMBAT.
ANOTHER IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION TO MAKE IS THAT DIFFERENT HELMETS WILL HAVE A DIFFERENT IMPACT ON HOW MUCH SOUND THEY MUFFLE. SOUND IS AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE GAMEPLAY IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV.
ESCAPE FROM TARKOV ALSO FEATURES MODULAR HELMETS THAT HAVE A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT COMPONENTS WHICH WILL INFLUENCE AND CHANGE THE AMOUNT OF SEGMENTS PROTECTED BY THE HELMET. THE SEGMENTS, ARE AS FOLLOWS: TOP, NAPE, EARS, EYES AND JAWS.
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ARMORED HEADWEAR CHECK THE BALLISTICS PAGE.

MOUNT
	ICON 
	NAME 
	EFFECT 

	[image: ]
	ARMASIGHT NVG HEAD STRAP
	ALLOWS USE OF OPTICAL ATTACHMENTS

	[image: ]
	WILCOX SKULL LOCK HEAD MOUNT
	ALLOWS USE OF OPTICAL ATTACHMENTS


ARMORED
	ICON 
	NAME 
	ARMOR CLASS 
	ARMOR SEGMENTS 
	DURABILITY 
	RICOCHET CHANCE 
	MOVEMENT SPEED 
	TURN SPEED 
	ERGONOMICS 
	SOUND REDUCTION 
	BLOCKS HEADSET 

	[image: ]
	BOMBER BEANIE
	1
	TOP
	150
	LOW
	+0%
	+0%
	+0
	NONE
	YES

	[image: ]
	TAC-KEK FAST MT HELMET (REPLICA)
	1
	TOP, NAPE
	40
	HIGH
	+0%
	+0%
	-1
	NONE
	NO

	[image: ]
	TSH-4M-L SOFT TANK CREW HELMET
	1
	TOP, NAPE, EARS
	100
	HIGH
	+0%
	+0%
	+0
	LOW
	YES

	[image: ]
	KOLPAK-1S RIOT HELMET
	2
	TOP
	25
	LOW
	-2%
	-10%
	-5
	HIGH
	YES

	[image: ]
	SHPM FIREFIGHTER HELMET
	2
	TOP, NAPE, EARS
	40
	LOW
	+0%
	-12%
	-10
	HIGH
	YES

	[image: ]
	PSH-97 "DJETA" RIOT HELMET
	2
	TOP, NAPE, EARS
	65
	LOW
	+0%
	-13%
	-14
	HIGH
	YES

	[image: ]
	JACK-O'-LANTERN TACTICAL PUMPKIN HELMET
	2
	TOP, NAPE, EARS, EYES, JAWS
	40
	NONE
	-3%
	-5%
	+0
	LOW
	YES

	[image: ]
	LSHZ LIGHT HELMET
	3
	TOP, NAPE
	30
	MEDIUM
	-1%
	-7%
	-1
	NONE
	NO

	[image: ]
	SSH-68 STEEL HELMET
	3
	TOP, NAPE
	30
	HIGH
	-2%
	-8%
	-13
	NONE
	NO

	[image: ]
	NFM "HJELM" HELMET
	3
	TOP, NAPE
	65
	HIGH
	+0%
	-2%
	+0
	NONE
	NO

	[image: ]
	UNTAR HELMET
	3
	TOP, NAPE, EARS
	25
	HIGH
	-2%
	-10%
	-2
	LOW
	NO

	[image: ]
	6B47 "RATNIK-BSH" HELMET
	3
	TOP, NAPE, EARS
	25
	HIGH
	-1%
	-5%
	-2
	LOW
	NO

	[image: ]
	FORT KIVER-M BULLETPROOF HELMET
	3
	TOP, NAPE, EARS
	35
	MEDIUM
	-3%
	-5%
	-1
	HIGH
	YES

	[image: ]
	SSSH-94 "SFERA-S" HELMET
	3
	TOP, NAPE, EARS
	100
	MEDIUM
	-2%
	-10%
	-3
	HIGH
	YES

	[image: ]
	DEVTAC RONIN BALLISTIC HELMET
	3
	TOP, NAPE, EARS, EYES, JAWS
	60
	NONE
	-5%
	-10%
	-5
	HIGH
	YES

	[image: ]
	MSA ACH TC-2001 MICH SERIES HELMET
	4
	TOP, NAPE
	25
	HIGH
	-2%
	-8%
	-2
	NONE
	NO

	[image: ]
	MSA ACH TC-2002 MICH SERIES HELMET
	4
	TOP, NAPE
	27
	HIGH
	-2%
	-8%
	-2
	NONE
	NO

	[image: ]
	MSA GALLET TC 800 HIGH CUT COMBAT HELMET
	4
	TOP, NAPE
	30
	HIGH
	-2%
	-8%
	-1
	NONE
	NO

	[image: ]
	HIGHCOM STRIKER ACHHC IIIA HELMET
	4
	TOP, NAPE
	30
	HIGH
	-2%
	-7%
	-2
	NONE
	NO

	[image: ]
	DIAMOND AGE BASTION HELMET
	4
	TOP, NAPE
	40
	HIGH
	-1%
	-7%
	-2
	NONE
	NO

	[image: ]
	OPS-CORE FAST MT SUPER HIGH CUT HELMET
	4
	TOP, NAPE
	40
	HIGH
	-1%
	-7%
	+0
	NONE
	NO

	[image: ]
	CRYE PRECISION AIRFRAME HELMET (TAN)
	4
	TOP, NAPE
	40
	HIGH
	+0%
	-3%
	-3
	NONE
	NO

	[image: ]
	TEAM WENDY EXFIL BALLISTIC HELMET
	4
	TOP, NAPE
	45
	HIGH
	-1%
	-6%
	-4
	NONE
	NO

	[image: ]
	GALVION CAIMAN HYBRID HELMET
	4
	TOP, NAPE
	50
	HIGH
	-2%
	-8%
	-1
	NONE
	NO

	[image: ]
	ZSH-1-2M HELMET
	4
	TOP, NAPE, EARS
	35
	MEDIUM
	-3%
	-8%
	-2
	HIGH
	YES

	[image: ]
	HIGHCOM STRIKER ULACH IIIA HELMET
	4
	TOP, NAPE, EARS
	38
	HIGH
	-2%
	-10%
	-4
	LOW
	NO

	[image: ]
	BNTI LSHZ-2DTM HELMET
	4
	TOP, NAPE, EARS
	55
	HIGH
	-3%
	-15%
	-10
	HIGH
	YES

	[image: ]
	"MASKA-1SCH" BULLETPROOF HELMET
	4
	TOP, NAPE, EARS
	60
	MEDIUM
	-3%
	-6%
	-7
	HIGH
	YES

	[image: ]
	"ALTYN" BULLETPROOF HELMET
	5
	TOP, NAPE, EARS
	45
	HIGH
	-7%
	-17%
	-6
	HIGH
	YES

	[image: ]
	"RYS-T" BULLETPROOF HELMET
	5
	TOP, NAPE, EARS
	50
	HIGH
	-3%
	-8%
	-4
	HIGH
	YES

	[image: ]
	"VULKAN-5" (LSHZ-5) BULLETPROOF HELMET
	6
	TOP, NAPE, EARS
	55
	HIGH
	-7%
	-33%
	-20
	HIGH
	YES


[image: Tracker]

VANITY
	ICON
	NAME
	NOTES

	[image: ]
	JACK PYKE HUNTING LLCS BOONIE HAT
	

	[image: ]
	STICH PROFI CHIMERA BOONIE HAT
	

	[image: ]
	KINDA COWBOY HAT
	2 NEED TO BE FOUND FOR THE QUEST DRESSED TO KILL

	[image: ]
	USHANKA EAR FLAP HAT
	2 NEED TO BE FOUND FOR THE QUEST DRESSED TO KILL

	[image: ]
	MIL-TEC BOONIE HAT
	

	[image: ]
	DOOR KICKER BOONIE HAT
	

	[image: ]
	BEANIE
	

	[image: ]
	KOTTON BEANIE
	1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	ARMY CAP
	

	[image: ]
	BASEBALL CAP
	

	[image: ]
	DED MOROZ HAT
	EVENT ITEM

	[image: ]
	SANTA HAT
	EVENT ITEM

	[image: ]
	POLICE CAP
	

	[image: ]
	TACTICAL FLEECE BEANIE
	

	[image: ]
	UX PRO BEANIE
	

	[image: ]
	USEC BASEBALL CAP (TAN)
	

	[image: ]
	USEC BASEBALL CAP (BLACK)
	

	[image: ]
	BEAR BASEBALL CAP (GREEN)
	

	[image: ]
	BEAR BASEBALL CAP (BLACK)
	

	[image: ]
	EMERCOM CAP
	

	[image: ]
	POMPON HAT
	

	[image: ]
	BANDANA
	

	[image: ]
	SKI HAT WITH HOLES FOR EYES
	1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SEW IT GOOD - PART 1

	[image: ]
	BERET (OLIVE)
	

	[image: ]
	BERET (BLACK)
	

	[image: ]
	BERET (BLUE)
	

	[image: ]
	LEATHER CAP
	

	[image: ]
	RIVALS 2020 BEANIE
	EVENT ITEM

	[image: ]
	RIVALS 2020 CAP
	EVENT ITEM

	[image: ]
	BOSS CAP
	1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST THE HUNTSMAN PATH - FACTORY CHIEF


HEADWEAR

	MOUNT
	
	ARMASIGHT NVG HEAD STRAP · WILCOX SKULL LOCK HEAD MOUNT



	VANITY
	
	KINDA COWBOY HAT · USHANKA EAR FLAP HAT · BEANIE · ARMY CAP · BASEBALL CAP · DED MOROZ HAT · SANTA HAT · POLICE CAP · TACTICAL FLEECE BEANIE · UX PRO BEANIE · USEC BASEBALL CAP (TAN) · BEAR BASEBALL CAP (GREEN) · USEC BASEBALL CAP (BLACK) · BEAR BASEBALL CAP (BLACK) · EMERCOM CAP · POMPON HAT · MIL-TEC BOONIE HAT · BANDANA · KOTTON BEANIE · SKI HAT WITH HOLES FOR EYES · DOOR KICKER BOONIE HAT · BERET (OLIVE) · BERET (BLACK) · BERET (BLUE) · RIVALS 2020 BEANIE · RIVALS 2020 CAP · BOSS CAP · STICH PROFI CHIMERA BOONIE HAT · LEATHER CAP · JACK PYKE HUNTING LLCS BOONIE HAT



	ARMOR

	

	CLASS 1
	
	BOMBER BEANIE · TAC-KEK FAST MT HELMET (REPLICA) · TSH-4M-L SOFT TANK CREW HELMET



	CLASS 2
	
	KOLPAK-1S RIOT HELMET · SHPM FIREFIGHTER HELMET · PSH-97 "DJETA" RIOT HELMET · JACK-O'-LANTERN TACTICAL PUMPKIN HELMET



	CLASS 3
	
	UNTAR HELMET · 6B47 "RATNIK-BSH" HELMET · LSHZ LIGHT HELMET · SSH-68 STEEL HELMET · FORT KIVER-M BULLETPROOF HELMET · SSSH-94 "SFERA-S" HELMET · DEVTAC RONIN BALLISTIC HELMET · NFM "HJELM" HELMET



	CLASS 4
	
	MSA ACH TC-2001 MICH SERIES HELMET · MSA ACH TC-2002 MICH SERIES HELMET · MSA GALLET TC 800 HIGH CUT COMBAT HELMET · HIGHCOM STRIKER ACHHC IIIA HELMET · ZSH-1-2M HELMET · HIGHCOM STRIKER ULACH IIIA HELMET · DIAMOND AGE BASTION HELMET · OPS-CORE FAST MT SUPER HIGH CUT HELMET · CRYE PRECISION AIRFRAME HELMET (TAN) · TEAM WENDY EXFIL BALLISTIC HELMET · GALVION CAIMAN HYBRID HELMET · BNTI LSHZ-2DTM HELMET · "MASKA-1SCH" BULLETPROOF HELMET



	CLASS 5
	
	"ALTYN" BULLETPROOF HELMET · "RYS-T" BULLETPROOF HELMET



	CLASS 6
	
	"VULKAN-5" (LSHZ-5) BULLETPROOF HELMET



SECURE CONTAINERS
SECURE CONTAINERS PROVIDE A SECURE SPACE FOR ITEMS THAT WILL NOT BE LOST UPON DEATH. THERE IS NO POINT IN INSURING THEM AS LONG AS THEY ARE EQUIPPED IN THE POUCH.
LIST
	ICON 
	NAME 
	INNER GRID 
	TOTAL SLOTS 
	HOW TO OBTAIN 

	[image: ]
	SECURE CONTAINER KAPPA
	3X4
	12
	QUEST COMPLETION OF COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	SECURE CONTAINER GAMMA
	3X3
	9
	OWNING THE "EDGE OF DARKNESS" GAME EDITION

	[image: ]
	SECURE CONTAINER EPSILON
	4X2
	8
	QUEST COMPLETION OF THE PUNISHER - PART 6

	[image: ]
	SECURE CONTAINER BETA
	3X2
	6
	OWNING THE "PREPARE FOR ESCAPE" GAME EDITION
BARTER AT PEACEKEEPER LL2

	[image: ]
	SECURE CONTAINER ALPHA
	2X2
	4
	OWNING THE STANDARD GAME EDITION

	[image: ]
	WAIST POUCH
	2X2
	4
	SCAV CASE


UPCOMING SECURE CONTAINERS
	ICON
	NAME
	INNER GRID
	TOTAL SLOTS

	[image: ]
	SECURE CONTAINER OMICRON
	3X1 + 3X3
	12


SECURE CONTAINERS

SECURE CONTAINER KAPPA · SECURE CONTAINER GAMMA · SECURE CONTAINER EPSILON · SECURE CONTAINER BETA · SECURE CONTAINER ALPHA · WAIST POUCH

TACTICAL CLOTHING
TACTICAL CLOTHING IS A FEATURE THAT ALLOWS YOU TO CUSTOMIZE THE APPEARANCE OF YOUR CHARACTER. TACTICAL CLOTHING CAN BE FOUND UNDER RAGMAN ON THE SERVICES TAB AT THE TOP OF THE MENUS.
CLOTHING IS SEPARATED BY UPPER AND LOWER CLOTHING AREAS. YOU CAN CUSTOMIZE YOUR APPEARANCE USING ANY COMBINATION OF UPPER AND LOWER PARTS. BEAR AND USEC OPERATORS EACH HAVE UNIQUE CUSTOMIZATION OPTIONS.
BESIDES VISIBILITY, TACTICAL CLOTHING IS PURELY COSMETIC.
WHILST IN-GAME, RIGHT CLICKING ON THE CLOTHING WILL CHANGE THE CHARACTER MODEL TO MATCH THE CHOSEN CLOTHING. RIGHT CLICKING ON THE CHARACTER MODEL WILL TOGGLE BETWEEN THE CHARACTER WITH NO GEAR AND THE CHARACTER WITH THE GEAR CURRENTLY EQUIPPED.

USEC UPPER
	ICON
	NAME
	LOYALTY LEVEL
	PLAYER LEVEL
	REQUIREMENTS

	[image: ]
	USEC BASE UPPER
	1
	1
	N/A

	[image: ]
	USEC PCU IRONSIGHT
	1
	7
	40,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC AGGRESSOR TAC
	1
	13
	175,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC ADAPTIVE COMBAT
	1
	18
	270,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC SANDSTONE
	1
	22
	600,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC SOFTSHELL FLEXION
	2
	25
	680,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC COMMANDO
	2
	31
	840,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC VEKTOR
	2
	35
	990,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC CEREUM
	2
	37
	1,350,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC WOODLAND INFILTRATOR UPPER
	3
	40
	1,950,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC PCS MULTICAM
	3
	45
	2,900,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC TIER2 UPPER
	3
	47
	3,100,000 ROUBLES
TEXTILE - PART 2

	[image: ]
	ADIK TRACKSUIT
	3
	48
	4,000,000 ROUBLES
THE STYLISH ONE

	[image: ]
	USEC URBAN RESPONDER UPPER
	3
	50
	4,500,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC NIGHT PATROL
	3
	52
	5,750,000 ROUBLES


USEC LOWER
	ICON
	NAME
	LOYALTY LEVEL
	PLAYER LEVEL
	REQUIREMENTS

	[image: ]
	USEC BASE LOWER
	1
	1
	N/A

	[image: ]
	USEC TACLIFE TERRAIN
	1
	6
	25,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC RANGER JEANS
	1
	16
	300,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC SAGE WARRIOR
	1
	20
	320,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC GEN.2 KHYBER
	1
	28
	750,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC TIER3 LOWER
	2
	23
	620,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC K4
	2
	34
	1,000,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC TACRES
	2
	36
	1,330,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC WOODLAND INFILTRATOR LOWER
	2
	38
	1,450,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC TIER2 LOWER
	3
	43
	2,500,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC COMMANDO LOWER
	3
	47
	2,850,000 ROUBLES
TEXTILE - PART 1

	[image: ]
	USEC DEEP RECON
	3
	48
	2,400,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	USEC URBAN RESPONDER LOWER
	3
	55
	6,500,000 ROUBLES


BEAR UPPER
	ICON
	NAME
	LOYALTY LEVEL
	PLAYER LEVEL
	REQUIREMENTS

	[image: ]
	BEAR BASE UPPER
	1
	1
	N/A

	[image: ]
	BEAR CONTRACTOR T-SHIRT
	1
	5
	25,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR GRIZZLY
	1
	11
	155,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR RASH GUARD
	1
	23
	650,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR SUMMER FIELD UPPER
	2
	15
	230,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	FSB FAST RESPONSE
	2
	20
	500,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR BOREAS UPPER
	2
	25
	720,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR GHOST MARKSMAN
	2
	32
	900,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR SUMRAK
	2
	34
	1,200,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR BLACK LYNX
	3
	40
	1,800,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR ZASLON UPPER
	3
	45
	2,800,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR TIGR UPPER
	3
	47
	2 800,000 ROUBLES
TEXTILE - PART 2

	[image: ]
	ADIK TRACKSUIT
	3
	48
	4,000,000 ROUBLES
THE STYLISH ONE

	[image: ]
	BEAR TELNIK
	3
	50
	4,500,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR G99 UPPER
	3
	55
	5,500,000 ROUBLES


BEAR LOWER
	ICON
	NAME
	LOYALTY LEVEL
	PLAYER LEVEL
	REQUIREMENTS

	[image: ]
	BEAR BASE LOWER
	1
	1
	N/A

	[image: ]
	BEAR GORKA SSO
	1
	7
	30,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR SUMMER FIELD LOWER
	1
	14
	200,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR VOIN
	1
	26
	180,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR SRVV
	2
	19
	330,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	FSB URBAN TACT
	2
	28
	800,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR GORKA KOBRA
	2
	30
	790,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR STRIKER INFIL OPS
	2
	35
	1 240,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR RECON
	2
	38
	1,400,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR OLDSCHOOL
	3
	43
	2,450,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR ZASLON LOWER
	3
	47
	2,800,000 ROUBLES

	[image: ]
	BEAR TIGR LOWER
	3
	47
	3,000,000 ROUBLES
TEXTILE - PART 1

	[image: ]
	BEAR G99 LOWER
	3
	52
	3,500,000 ROUBLES



	
	TACTICAL CLOTHING

	

		USEC

	

	UPPER
	
	USEC BASE · USEC PCU IRONSIGHT · USEC AGGRESSOR TAC · USEC ADAPTIVE COMBAT · USEC SANDSTONE · USEC SOFTSHELL FLEXION · USEC COMMANDO · USEC VEKTOR · USEC CEREUM · USEC WOODLAND INFILTRATOR · USEC PCS MULTICAM · USEC TIER2 · ADIK TRACKSUIT] · USEC URBAN RESPONDER · USEC NIGHT PATROL

	

	LOWER
	
	USEC BASE · USEC TACLIFE TERRAIN · USEC RANGER JEANS · USEC SAGE WARRIOR · USEC GEN.2 KHYBER · USEC TIER3 · USEC K4 · USEC TACRES · USEC WOODLAND INFILTRATOR · USEC TIER2 · USEC COMMANDO · USEC DEEP RECON] · USEC URBAN RESPONDER



	BEAR

	

	UPPER
	
	BEAR BASE · BEAR CONTRACTOR T-SHIRT · BEAR GRIZZLY · BEAR RASH GUARD · BEAR SUMMER FIELD · FSB FAST RESPONSE · BEAR BOREAS · BEAR GHOST MARKSMAN · BEAR SUMRAK · BEAR BLACK LYNX · BEAR ZASLON · BEAR TIGR · ADIK TRACKSUIT · BEAR TELNIK · BEAR G99

	

	LOWER
	
	BEAR BASE · BEAR GORKA SSO · BEAR SUMMER FIELD · BEAR VOIN · BEAR SRVV · FSB URBAN TACT · BEAR GORKA KOBRA · BEAR STRIKER INFIL OPS · BEAR RECON · BEAR OLDSCHOOL · BEAR ZASLON · BEAR TIGR · BEAR G99









WEAPONS
WEAPONS ARE YOUR PRIMARY SURVIVAL TOOL. ALMOST ALL WEAPONS ARE ENTIRELY MODULAR, SO THEY CAN BE FITTED FOR DIFFERENT SITUATIONS.

PRIMARY WEAPONS
ASSAULT RIFLES
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CARTRIDGE 
	FIRING MODES 
	RATE OF FIRE 
	DESCRIPTION 

	ADAR 2-15
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO
	SINGLE
	800
	RUSSIAN CIVILIAN CARBINE ADAR 2-15 IS BASED ON THE DESIGN OF THE AR-15. CARBINE IS PRODUCED IN ST. PETERSBURG WITH USE OF ISRAELI COMPONENTS AND CHROME BARRELS MADE BY "MOLOT ORUZHIE".

	AK-101
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	650
	EXPORT VERSION OF A KALASHNIKOV CHAMBERED IN 5.56 MM ASSAULT RIFLE ALSO EQUIPPED WITH A SIDE-FOLDING SHOULDER STOCK AND A SIDE MOUNT FOR OPTICAL AND NIGHT SCOPES.

	AK-102
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	600
	SHORT, EXPORT VERSION OF A KALASHNIKOV 5.56 MM ASSAULT RIFLE EQUIPPED WITH A SIDE-FOLDING SHOULDER STOCK AND A SIDE MOUNT FOR OPTICAL AND NIGHT SCOPES.

	AK-103
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	600
	KALASHNIKOV 7.62 MM ASSAULT RIFLE EQUIPPED WITH A SIDE-FOLDING SHOULDER STOCK AND A SIDE MOUNT FOR OPTICAL AND NIGHT SCOPES.

	AK-104
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	600
	SHORT KALASHNIKOV 7.62 MM ASSAULT RIFLE EQUIPPED WITH A SIDE-FOLDING SHOULDER STOCK AND A SIDE MOUNT FOR OPTICAL AND NIGHT SCOPES.

	AK-105
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	600
	SHORT KALASHNIKOV 5.45 MM MODERNIZED ASSAULT RIFLE EQUIPPED WITH A SIDE-FOLDING SHOULDER STOCK AND A SIDE MOUNT FOR OPTICAL AND NIGHT SCOPES.

	AK-74
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	650
	KALASHNIKOV 5.45 MM ASSAULT RIFLE, DEVELOPED IN 1970 BY M. T. KALASHNIKOV, BECAME A FURTHER EVOLUTION OF AKM DUE TO ADOPTION OF THE NEW 5.45X39 AMMUNITION BY THE MILITARY.

	AK-74M
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	650
	KALASHNIKOV 5.45 MM MODERNIZED ASSAULT RIFLE EQUIPPED WITH A SIDE-FOLDING SHOULDER STOCK AND A SIDE MOUNT FOR OPTICAL AND NIGHT SCOPES.

	AK-74N
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	650
	KALASHNIKOV 5.45 MM ASSAULT RIFLE, DEVELOPED IN 1970 BY M. T. KALASHNIKOV, BECAME A FURTHER EVOLUTION OF AKM DUE TO ADOPTION OF THE NEW 5.45X39 AMMUNITION BY THE MILITARY. THE KEY DESIGN DIFFERENCE FROM THE STANDARD AK-74 IS A SIDE MOUNT FOR OPTICAL AND NIGHT SCOPES.

	AKM
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	600
	MODERNIZED 7.62MM KALASHNIKOV, ADOPTED IN 1959 TO REPLACE AK AS A STANDARD SERVICE WEAPON OF THE SOVIET ARMY. MAIN DIFFERENCES, COMPARED TO AK: ENHANCED ACCURACY RANGE, LOWER WEIGHT, NEW STOCK, TRIGGER, HAMMER RETARDER, MUZZLE COMPENSATOR, AND OTHER DESIGN CHANGES AIMED AT IMPROVING THE EFFICIENCY OF THE RIFLE.

	AKMN
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	600
	AKMN (WITH NSPUM-AKMN2 SCOPE) IS A SMALL ARMS SYSTEM CONSISTING OF A MODIFIED AKM WITH DOVETAIL MOUNT FOR INSTALLATION OF THE NIGHT VISION SCOPES OF NSP FAMILIY - NSP-2/3/3A, NSPU, NSPUM.

	AKMS
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	600
	AKMS (GRAU INDEX - 6P4) IS A VARIANT OF THE AKM WITH FOLDING SHOULDER PIECE (STOCK). FOLDS FORWARD-DOWN, UNDER THE HANDGUARD. DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR AIRBORNE TROOPS.

	AKMSN
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	600
	AKMSN - IS A MODIFIED AKMS WITH DOVETAIL MOUNT FOR INSTALLATION OF THE NIGHT VISION SCOPES OF NSP FAMILY — NSP-2/3/3A, NSPU, NSPUM.

	AKS-74
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	650
	KALASHNIKOV 5.45 MM ASSAULT RIFLE EQUIPPED WITH A SIDE-FOLDING METAL SHOULDER STOCK, DESIGNED PRIMARILY FOR USE WITH AIR ASSAULT INFANTRY.

	AKS-74N
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	650
	KALASHNIKOV 5.45 MM ASSAULT RIFLE EQUIPPED WITH A SIDE-FOLDING METAL SHOULDER STOCK, DESIGNED PRIMARILY FOR USE WITH AIR ASSAULT INFANTRY. THE KEY DESIGN DIFFERENCE FROM THE STANDARD AKS-74 IS A SIDE MOUNT FOR OPTICAL AND NIGHT SCOPES.

	AKS-74U
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	650
	REDUCED VERSION OF AKS-74 ASSAULT RIFLE, DEVELOPED IN THE EARLY 80S FOR COMBAT VEHICLE CREWS AND AIRBORNE TROOPS, ALSO BECAME VERY POPULAR WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT AND SPECIAL FORCES FOR ITS COMPACT SIZE.

	AKS-74UB
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	650
	SPECIAL VERSION OF THE AKS-74U, MODIFICATION B (SILENCES) IS ISSUED, BY DEFAULT, WITH A DOVETAIL SCOPE MOUNT, A SUPPRESSOR DEVICE, AND SPECIAL SIGHTS DESIGNED FOR FIRING SUBSONIC AMMUNITION.

	AKS-74UN
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	650
	REDUCED VERSION OF THE AKS-74 ASSAULT RIFLE, DEVELOPED IN THE EARLY 80S FOR COMBAT VEHICLE CREWS AND AIRBORNE TROOPS, ALSO BECAME VERY POPULAR WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT AND SPECIAL FORCES FOR ITS COMPACT SIZE. MOD.N (NIGHT) IS EQUIPPED WITH A DOVETAIL MOUNT FOR THE NIGHT SCOPES.

	ASH-12
	[image: ]
	12.7X55MM STS-130
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	650
	THE ASH-12.7 (WHICH STANDS FOR "AUTOMATIC ASSAULT RIFLE, 12.7MM") BATTLE RIFLE IS A DEDICATED CQB/URBAN OPERATIONS WEAPON, DEVELOPED BY TSKIB SOO ("CENTRAL DESIGN AND RESEARCH BUREAU OF SPORTING AND HUNTING ARMS"), A SUBSIDIARY OF THE KBP INSTRUMENT DESIGN BUREAU OF TULA, RUSSIA, BY REQUEST FROM THE RUSSIAN FSB (FEDERAL SECURITY SERVICE). THE WEAPON WAS DESIGNED WITH EXTREME SHORT-RANGE STOPPING POWER IN MIND FOR FSB URBAN COMBAT UNITS.

	MK47
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	650
	CMMG MK47 MUTANT, AMERICAN-MADE CARBINE CHAMBERED IN 7.62X39MM, MANUFACTURED BY CMMG INC. WORKS WITH ALL TYPES OF AK MAGAZINES, INCLUDING STEEL, POLYMER AND DRUMS. THE CARBINE HAS SHOWN EXCEPTIONAL RELIABILITY, WHICH, TOGETHER WITH THE CLASSIC ERGONOMICS OF THE AR SYSTEM, GIVES AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF A FIREARM. THIS VARIANT FEATURES A FULLY AUTOMATIC FIRING MODE, FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT AND MILLITARY USE ONLY.

	DT MDR 5.56X45
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	650
	THE PRODUCT OF THE US-BASED COMPANY DESERT TECH LLC MDR RIFLE IS A MODULAR, MULTI-CALIBER WEAPON WITH COMPACT BULLPUP LAYOUT. BARREL LENGTHS AND CALIBERS CAN BE CHANGED BY THE END USER WITHIN MINUTES WITH A MINIMUM AMOUNT OF TOOLS.

	DT MDR 7.62X51
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	650
	THE PRODUCT OF THE US-BASED COMPANY DESERT TECH LLC MDR RIFLE IS A MODULAR, MULTI-CALIBER WEAPON WITH COMPACT BULLPUP LAYOUT. BARREL LENGTHS AND CALIBERS CAN BE CHANGED BY THE END USER WITHIN MINUTES WITH A MINIMUM AMOUNT OF TOOLS.

	HK 416A5
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	850
	THE HK416 A5 IS A FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF THE HK416 ASSAULT RIFLE IN 5.56 X 45 MM NATO CALIBRE. THE MOST STRIKING CHANGES COMPARED TO ITS PREVIOUS VERSIONS AS WELL AS TO MARKET AVAILABLE AR PLATFORMS INCLUDE AN IMPROVED AND TOOL-LESS GAS REGULATOR FOR SUPPRESSOR USE, A REDESIGNED, USER-FRIENDLY LOWER RECEIVER, WHICH ALLOWS COMPLETE AMBIDEXTROUS OPERATION OF THE WEAPON AND ENSURES OPTIMISED MAGAZINE COMPATIBILITY, AS WELL AS NUMEROUS TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS TO MAXIMIZE THE OPERATOR SAFETY, RELIABILITY, AMMUNITION CAPABILITY AND DURABILITY UNDER REAL OPERATING CONDITIONS.

	M4A1
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	800
	COLT M4A1 - AN ASSAULT RIFLE (CARBINE), DESIGNED IN THE USA ON THE BASIS OF AR-15 PLATFORM FOR 5.56X45 NATO CARTRIDGE. IT WAS DEVELOPED PRIMARILY FOR USE BY VEHICLE OPERATORS AND FIRETEAMS, WHO REQUIRED A MORE COMPACT AND LIGHTER WEAPON THAN A STANDARD FULL-LENGTH RIFLE, BUT USING THE SAME ORDNANCE. HOWEVER, US SOCOM (UNITED STATES SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND) WAS SOON TO ADOPT THE M4A1 FOR ALL SUBORDINATE UNITS, FOLLOWED BY GENERAL INTRODUCTION OF M4A1 INTO SERVICE IN THE US ARMY AND MARINE CORPS.

	MCX
	[image: ]
	.300 BLACKOUT
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	800
	THE MCX LINE, DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED BY SIG SAUER, IS AVAILABLE IN BOTH SEMI-AUTOMATIC AND AUTOMATIC VERSIONS AND FEATURES A SHORT-STROKE GAS PISTON SYSTEM, WHICH IS INHERITED FROM THE EARLIER SIG MPX SUBMACHINE GUN.

	SA-58
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	700
	SA-58 OSW (OPERATIONS SPECIALIST WEAPON) MANUFACTURED BY AMERICAN COMPANY DSA (DAVID SELVEGGIO ARMS) IS A LEGAL COPY OF THE FAL, IT'S MADE WITH THE SAME STEYR-DAIMLER-PUCH PRODUCTION LINE EQUIPMENT AS THE STG-58. IT MAY COME WITH A DIFFERENT BARREL LENGTH, AN ALUMINUM-ALLOY LOWER RECEIVER, AND IMPROVED GLASS-FILLED NYLON FURNITURE. CIVILIAN MODELS ARE SEMI-AUTOMATIC, BUT MILITARY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT CLIENTS CAN PROCURE SELECT-FIRE MODELS THAT HAVE A FULLY AUTOMATIC CYCLIC RATE OF 750 ROUNDS/MINUTE. THE DSA-58 CAN USE ANY METRIC-MEASUREMENT FAL MAGAZINES.

	SCAR-H
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	600
	THE FN SCAR-H (SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCES COMBAT ASSAULT RIFLE - HEAVY) ASSAULT RIFLE CHAMBERED IN 7.62X51 NATO ROUNDS, WAS ADOPTED BY THE US SOCOM AS THE MK 17. FEATURES A SIDE-FOLDING POLYMER STOCK AND A FREE-FLOATING, COLD HAMMER-FORGED MIL-SPEC BARREL WITH HARDCHROMED BORE. FULLY-AMBIDEXTROUS OPERATING CONTROLS INSTANTLY ADAPT THE SCAR TO ANY USER OR ANY SHOOTING POSITION. THE RECEIVER-INTEGRATED OPTICAL RAIL PLUS THREE ACCESSORY RAILS ENABLE MOUNTING OF A WIDE VARIETY OF SCOPES, ELECTRONIC SIGHTS, TACTICAL LIGHTS AND LASERS. MANUFACTURED BY FABRIQUE NATIONALE HERSTAL.

	SCAR-L
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	650
	THE FN SCAR-L (SPECIAL OPERATION FORCES COMBAT ASSAULT RIFLE - LIGHT) ASSAULT RIFLE CHAMBERED IN 5.56X45 NATO ROUNDS, WAS ADOPTED BY THE US SOCOM AS THE MK 16. FEATURES A SIDE-FOLDING POLYMER STOCK AND A FREE-FLOATING, COLD HAMMER-FORGED MIL-SPEC BARREL WITH HARDCHROMED BORE. FULLY-AMBIDEXTROUS OPERATING CONTROLS INSTANTLY ADAPT THE SCAR TO ANY USER OR ANY SHOOTING POSITION. THE RECEIVER-INTEGRATED OPTICAL RAIL PLUS THREE ACCESSORY RAILS ENABLE MOUNTING OF A WIDE VARIETY OF SCOPES, ELECTRONIC SIGHTS, TACTICAL LIGHTS AND LASERS. MANUFACTURED BY FABRIQUE NATIONALE HERSTAL. FLAT DARK EARTH VERSION.

	TX-15 DML
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO
	SINGLE
	800
	THE TX15 DESIGNATED MARKSMAN LIGHT (DML) SERIES SETS THE STANDARD FOR A SMALL FRAME SEMI-AUTOMATIC PRECISION RIFLE. UTILIZING LESSONS LEARNED DURING THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR MULTI PURPOSE CARBINE, THE DML IS OPTIMIZED FOR MID-RANGE SHOOTING.

	VEPR AKM/VPO-209
	[image: ]
	.366 TKM
	SINGLE
	600
	VPO-209 WAS CREATED ON THE PLATFORM OF KLASHNIKOV (AKM) AND HAS AN IDENTICAL APPEARANCE, WEIGHT, AND DIMENSIONS. HAMMER TYPE FIRING MECHANISM ADMINISTERS SINGLE SHOTS AND SETTING THE SAFETY TO LOCKED. AMMO IS FED BY DETACHABLE BOX MAGAZINE.

	VEPR KM/VPO-136
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	SINGLE
	600
	SEMI-AUTOMATIC HUNTING CARBINE OF 7.62X39 MM CALIBER. IT WAS CREATED ON THE PLATFORM OF KALASHNIKOV (AKM) AND HAS AN IDENTICAL APPEARANCE, WEIGHT AND DIMENSIONS. DESIGNED FOR PROFESSIONAL AND AMATEUR HUNTING OF MEDIUM AND BIG GAME, AS WELL AS SPORTING USE.


ASSAULT CARBINES
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CARTRIDGE 
	FIRING MODES 
	RATE OF FIRE 
	DESCRIPTION 

	AS VAL
	[image: ]
	9X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	900
	AS VAL (AVTOMAT SPECIALNIY, SPECIAL AUTOMATIC RIFLE) - SILENCED AUTOMATIC RIFLE WITH INTEGRAL SUPPRESSOR DESIGNED FOR SPECIAL FORCES UNITS. DEVELOPED IN TSNIITOCHMASH ON THE VSS VINTOREZ PLATFORM.

	OP-SKS
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	SINGLE
	40
	MOLOT OP-SKS CARBINE IS DESIGNED FOR LOADING WITH 7.62X39 - THE MOST POPULAR AMMUNITION. THE WEIGHT AND DIMENSIONS MAKE THE CARBINE ERGONOMIC FOR SHOOTERS OF ANY AGE AND HEIGHT. IT HAS BEEN USED FOR ALL TYPES OF TRADITIONAL RUSSIAN HUNTING FOR MORE THAN 50 YEARS. TESTED ON PREDATORS IN AFRICA, SOUTHEAST ASIA, CENTRAL AMERICA, MIDDLE EAST.

	SKS
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	SINGLE
	40
	SOVIET SEMI-AUTOMATIC CARBINE DESIGNED BY SERGEI SIMONOV FOR 7.62X39 CARTRIDGE AND KNOWN ABROAD AS SKS-45. IMMENSELY POPULAR BOTH IN CIS COUNTRIES AND IN THE WEST, THIS WEAPON IS STILL IN ACTIVE SERVICE IN SOME COUNTRIES IN FORM OF VARIOUS COPIES AND MODIFICATIONS. THIS PARTICULAR SPECIMEN COMES FROM EXTENDED STORAGE WAREHOUSES OF TULA ARMS PLANT AND HAVEN'T YET UNDERGO THE CIVILIAN WEAPON NORMALIZATION PROCEDURE.

	VEPR HUNTER/VPO-101
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO
	SINGLE
	600
	SEMI-AUTOMATIC HUNTING CARBINE OF 7.62X51 MM CALIBER. IT WAS CREATED ON THE PLATFORM OF KALASHNIKOV (AKM) AND HAS AN IDENTICAL APPEARANCE, WEIGHT AND DIMENSIONS. DESIGNED FOR PROFESSIONAL AND AMATEUR HUNTING OF MEDIUM AND BIG GAME, AS WELL AS SPORTING USE.


LIGHT MACHINE GUNS
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CARTRIDGE 
	FIRING MODES 
	RATE OF FIRE 
	DESCRIPTION 

	RPK-16
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	650
	NEWEST RUSSIAN LIGHT MACHINE GUN - RPK-16 CHAMBERED IN 5.45X39MM ROUNDS. KEY FEATURES OF THIS KIND OF WEAPON ARE - QUICK DETACHABLE BARRELS, ENHANCED ERGONOMICS, WEAVER RAILS ON A HANDGUARD, AND DUST COVER.


SUBMACHINE GUNS
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CARTRIDGE 
	FIRING MODES 
	RATE OF FIRE 
	DESCRIPTION 

	MP5
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE

3ROUND BURST

FULLAUTO
	800
	HK MP5 9X19 SUBMACHINEGUN WITH NAVY 3 ROUND BURST FIRING MECHANISM VERSION, WHICH FEATURES THREE-ROUND CUTOFF. WIDELY ACCLAIMED MODEL OF A SUBMACHINEGUN, PRIMARILY KNOWN AS WEAPON OF GSG9 AND SIMILAR FORCES OF THE WORLD, AND FAMOUS THROUGH FREQUENT APPEARANCE IN MOVIES AND VIDEO GAMES.

	MP5K-N
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE

3ROUND BURST

FULLAUTO
	900
	HK MP5K(K FROM THE GERMAN WORD KURZ - "SHORT") IS A SHORTER VERSION OF MP5 WHICH WAS DESIGNED FOR CLOSE QUARTERS BATTLE USE BY CLANDESTINE OPERATIONS AND SPECIAL SERVICES.

	MP7A1
	[image: ]
	4.6X30MM HK
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	950
	THE MP7 IS EXTREMELY COMPACT, LIGHTWEIGHT, CAN BE USED IN VERY CONFINED SPACES, AND IS PRACTICALLY RECOIL-FREE. IT CAN BE CARRIED CONTINUOUSLY, MAKING IT THE IDEAL PERSONAL WEAPON FOR THE SOLDIER OF TODAY. THOSE WHO CARRY IT WILL BE SUITABLY ARMED FOR THE BROADEST RANGE OF OPERATIONS.

	MP7A2
	[image: ]
	4.6X30MM HK
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	950
	THE MP7A2 IS A FURTHER MODIFICATION OF THE MP7A1. THE KEY FEATURE OF THIS SUBMACHINE GUN IS THE REPLACEMENT OF THE STANDARD FOLDING FOREGRIP FOR A "PICATINNY" RAIL.

	MP9
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	900
	THE BRÜGGER & THOMET MP9 (MASCHINENPISTOLE 9MM, GERMAN FOR MACHINE PISTOL) IS IS A SELECTIVE-FIRE 9×19MM PARABELLUM CALIBER MACHINE PISTOL DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED BY BRÜGGER & THOMET OF SWITZERLAND.

	MP9-N
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	1100
	THE MP9-N IS A FURTHER MODIFICATION OF A MP-9 SMG, WHICH WAS REFINED AND OPTIMIZED IN COOPERATION WITH SPECIAL UNITS FROM POLICE AND MILITARY. THE MP9-N IS CURRENTLY IN SERVICE WITH CLOSE PROTECTION TEAMS AS WELL AS WITH SWAT TEAMS WORLDWIDE. IT IS ALSO A PERFECT CHOICE AS A PERSONAL DEFENSE WEAPON (PDW).

	MPX
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	850
	SIG MPX BOASTS THE UNPRECEDENTED OPERATION SPEED IN THE FAMILIAR FORM FACTOR OF THE AR PLATFORM. SHORT-STROKE GAS PISTON ALLOWS SIG MPX TO USE THE FULL RANGE OF 9 MM AMMUNITION WITHOUT ANY ADJUSTMENTS TO THE GAS VALVE. FULL-SIZED MOUNT PROVIDES THE MEANS OF INSTALLING A WIDE RANGE OF SCOPES AND SIGHTING DEVICES.

	P90
	[image: ]
	5.7X28MM FN
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	900
	THE FN P90, ALSO KNOWN AS THE FN PROJECT 1990, IS A COMPACT PERSONAL DEFENSE WEAPON (PDW) DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED BY FN HERSTAL IN BELGIUM. CREATED IN RESPONSE TO NATO REQUESTS FOR A REPLACEMENT FOR 9×19MM PARABELLUM FIREARMS, THE P90 WAS DESIGNED AS A COMPACT BUT POWERFUL FIREARM FOR VEHICLE CREWS, OPERATORS OF CREW-SERVED WEAPONS, SUPPORT PERSONNEL, SPECIAL FORCES, AND COUNTER-TERRORIST GROUPS.

	PP-19-01 VITYAZ-SN
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	700
	RUSSIAN SUBMACHINEGUN BASED ON THE AKS-74U DESIGN. STANDARD-ISSUE FOR MANY LAW ENFORCEMENT AND MILITARY UNITS OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION.

	PP-9 "KLIN"
	[image: ]
	9X18MM MAKAROV
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	1000
	A FURTHER EVOLUTION OF THE KEDR SMG FOR NEW 9X18 PMM CARTRIDGE, DESIGNATED AS PP-9 KLIN. IT HAS BEEN MANUFACTURED SINCE 1996 UNTIL 2002 BY THE ORDER OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS.

	PP-91 "KEDR"
	[image: ]
	9X18MM MAKAROV
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	900
	THE PP-91 KEDR SMG WAS DEVELOPED IN THE EARLY 90'S BY THE ORDER OF MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS AND IS NOW PRODUCED AT ZIATOUST MACHINERY PLANT (ZLATOUSTOVVSKIY MASHINOSTROITELNYL ZAVOD ZMZ). AT THE MOMENT, IT IS A SERVICE WEAPON OF ALMOST ALL RUSSIAN LAW ENFORCEMENT FORCES.

	PP-91-01 "KEDR-B"
	[image: ]
	9X18MM MAKAROV
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	900
	A RARE SILENCED VERSION OF THE PP-91 KEDR SMG, DENOMINATED AS PP-91-01 KEDR-B.

	PPSH-41
	[image: ]
	7.62X25MM TOKAREV
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	1000
	THE PPSH-41 (PISTOLET-PULEMYOT SHPAGINA; RUSSIAN: ПИСТОЛЕТ-ПУЛЕМЁТ ШПАГИНА; "SHPAGIN MACHINE PISTOL") IS A SOVIET SUBMACHINE GUN DESIGNED BY GEORGY SHPAGIN AS A CHEAP, RELIABLE, AND SIMPLIFIED ALTERNATIVE TO THE PPD-40.

	SAIGA-9
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE
	650
	SEMI-AUTOMATIC SAIGA-9 CARBINE WAS DEVELOPED AS A VARIANT OF PP-19-01 VITYAZ-SN FOR CIVILIAN MARKET AND DESIGNED FOR PURPOSES OF SHOOTING SPORTS AND PLINKING.

	STM-9
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE
	800
	A PCC CARBINE WITH EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE ALREADY "OUT OF THE BOX". DESIGNED WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF WORLD BRONZE MEDALIST IN SEMI-AUTO RIFLE VALIM MIKHAILOV. ACCURACY, SPEED, COMFORT OF RECOIL.

	UMP 45
	[image: ]
	.45 ACP
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	600
	HECKLER & KOCH UMP - SUBMACHINE GUN, DESIGNED BY GERMAN COMPANY HECKLER & KOCH IN THE 1990S AS A LIGHTER AND CHEAPER ANALOG OF THE MP5. THIS VERSION IS DESIGNED TO FIRE A .45 ACP CARTRIDGE AND HAS A REDUCED TO 600 RPM RATE OF FIRE.

	VECTOR .45
	[image: ]
	.45 ACP
	SINGLE

2ROUND BURST

FULLAUTO
	1100
	THE KRISS VECTOR SMG IS THE IDEAL CHOICE FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT AND MILITARY SEEKING A CONTROLLABLE, COMPACT, WEAPON SYSTEM FOR CLOSE QUARTER COMBAT ENVIRONMENTS. THE LOW BORE AXIS AND SUPER V RECOIL MITIGATION SYSTEM ALLOW FOR THE MOST CONTROLLABLE SELECT-FIRE OPERATION, OR FAST SEMI-AUTOMATIC FOLLOW UP SHOTS.

	VECTOR 9X19
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE

2ROUND BURST

FULLAUTO
	950
	THE KRISS VECTOR SMG IS THE IDEAL CHOICE FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT AND MILITARY SEEKING A CONTROLLABLE, COMPACT, WEAPON SYSTEM FOR CLOSE QUARTER COMBAT ENVIRONMENTS. THE LOW BORE AXIS AND SUPER V RECOIL MITIGATION SYSTEM ALLOW FOR THE MOST CONTROLLABLE SELECT FIRE OPERATION, OR FAST SEMI-AUTOMATIC FOLLOW UP SHOTS.


SHOTGUNS
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CARTRIDGE 
	FIRING MODES 
	RATE OF FIRE 
	DESCRIPTION 

	590A1
	[image: ]
	12X70MM
	SINGLE
(PUMP ACTION)
	30
	THE MOSSBERG 500 SERIES IS ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS AND WIDESPREAD PUMP ACTION SHOTGUNS IN THE WORLD. PROTECTS YOUR FRONT LAWN SINCE 1961.

	KS-23M
	[image: ]
	23X75MM
	SINGLE
(PUMP ACTION)
	30
	THE KS-23 IS A RUSSIAN SHOTGUN, ALTHOUGH BECAUSE IT USES A RIFLED BARREL IT IS OFFICIALLY DESIGNATED BY THE RUSSIAN MILITARY AS A CARBINE. KS STANDS FOR KARABIN SPETSIALNIY, "SPECIAL CARBINE". IT IS RENOWNED FOR ITS LARGE CALIBER, FIRING A 23 MM ROUND, EQUATING TO 6.27 GAUGE USING THE BRITISH AND AMERICAN STANDARDS OF SHOTGUN GAUGES AND APPROXIMATELY 4 GAUGE USING THE CURRENT EUROPEAN STANDARDS (BASED ON THE METRIC CIP TABLES), MAKING IT THE LARGEST-BORE SHOTGUN IN USE TODAY.

	M870
	[image: ]
	12X70MM
	SINGLE
(PUMP ACTION)
	30
	THE REMINGTON MODEL 870 IS A PUMP-ACTION SHOTGUN MANUFACTURED BY REMINGTON ARMS COMPANY, LLC. IT IS WIDELY USED BY THE PUBLIC FOR SPORT SHOOTING, HUNTING, AND SELF-DEFENSE AND USED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AND MILITARY ORGANIZATIONS WORLDWIDE.

	MP-133
	[image: ]
	12X70MM
	SINGLE
(PUMP ACTION)
	30
	MULTI-SHOT, SMOOTHBORE MP-133 PUMP-ACTION SHOTGUN PRODUCED BY IZHMEKH. RELIABLE AND PRACTICAL HUNTING AND SELF-DEFENCE WEAPON. CONSIDERED UNIQUE IN ITS CLASS FOR HAVING A SLIDE STOP.

	MP-153
	[image: ]
	12X70MM
	SINGLE
	40
	SMOOTHBORE MULTI-SHOT. MP-153 SHOTGUN, PRODUCED BY IZHMEKH. RELIABLE AND PRACTICAL HUNTING AND SELF-DEFENCE WEAPON.

	MP-155
	[image: ]
	12X70MM
	SINGLE
	40
	RUSSIAN SMOOTHBORE MULTI-SHOT MP-155 12 GAUGE SHOTGUN, MANUFACTURED BY IZHMEKH ("IZHEVSKY MECHANICAL PLANT"). THE GUN WEIGHS LESS THAN ITS PREDECESSOR MP-153 AND FEATURES ENHANCED ERGONOMICS AND AN EASY-TO-REPLACE BARREL MECHANISM. THE NEW DESIGN ALSO MAKES IT EASIER TO USE FOR LEFT-HANDED USERS.

	MP-43-1C
	[image: ]
	12X70MM
	SINGLE

DOUBLE
	900
	A HUNTER'S DREAM. A CLASSIC DOUBLE-BARRELLED BEAUTY, SIMPLE AND ELEGANT. FED WITH 12 GAUGE SHELLS.

	MTS-255-12
	[image: ]
	12X70MM
	SINGLE ACTION

DOUBLE ACTION
	30
	MTS-255-12 IS A UNIQUE FOR RUSSIAN MARKET 12 GAUGE REVOLVER SHOTGUN.

	SAIGA-12
	[image: ]
	12X70MM
	SINGLE
	40
	SEMI-AUTOMATIC 12GA SHOTGUN WITH FOLDING STOCK AND FIRING MECHANISM SAFETY LOCK THAT ONLY ALLOWS FIRING FROM EXTENDED STOCK POSITION. FEATURES SHORT 430MM BARREL.

	TOZ-106
	[image: ]
	20X70MM
	SINGLE
(BOLT ACTION)
	30
	SINGLE-BARRELED 20GA HUNTING SHOTGUN WITH SLIDING BREECH BOLT. WIDELY KNOWN BY IT VERNACULAR NAME, THE DEATH OF THE CHAIRMAN, FOR ITS COMPACT SIZE.


DESIGNATED MARKSMAN RIFLES
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CARTRIDGE 
	FIRING MODES 
	RATE OF FIRE 
	DESCRIPTION 

	G28
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO
	SINGLE
	700
	THE HK G28 RIFLE WAS DEVELOPED BY HECKLER & KOCH SPECIFICALLY FOR THE BUNDESWEHR AS A SUPPORT WEAPON FOR SMALL INFANTRY UNITS. THE G28 IS BASED ON THE HK MR308, WHICH, IN TURN, IS A CIVILIAN VERSION OF THE HK 417 AUTOMATIC RIFLE. DESPITE SEVERAL DIFFERENCES, THE HK G28 IS 75% INTERCHANGEABLE WITH THE HK 417. THIS RIFLE IS DESIGNED TO SHOOT AT DISTANCES INACESSIBE TO STANDARD 5.56MM ASSAUT RIFLES.

	M1A
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO
	SINGLE
	700
	THE SPRINGFIELD ARMORY M1A IS A CIVILIAN VERSION OF THE M14 RIFLE DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED BY SPRINGFIELD ARMORY, INC.

	MK-18
	[image: ]
	.338 LAPUA MAGNUM
	SINGLE
	30
	THE MK-18 MOD 1 EXTREME DISTANCE CAPABLE SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIFLE WAS DESIGNED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE BALLISTIC CAPABILITIES OF THE .338 LAPUA MAGNUM, .338 NORMA MAGNUM, AND .300 NORMA MAGNUM CARTRIDGES. THE SYSTEM PROVIDES EXTREME DISTANCE CAPABILITY IN A LIGHTWEIGHT AND MOBILE SEMI-AUTO PLATFORM. UTILIZING SWORD’S PROPRIETARY SHORT-STROKE PISTON SYSTEM THE RIFLE IS PRECISE, RELIABLE, AND DURABLE. FEATURING AMBIDEXTROUS CONTROLS, ERGONOMIC FEATURES, AND BUILT-IN MODULARITY, THE MK18 IS A GREAT CHOICE FOR THE AVID HUNTER, LONG-RANGE ENTHUSIAST, AND COMPETITION SHOOTER.

	RFB
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO
	SINGLE
	700
	THE KEL-TEC RFB (RIFLE, FORWARD-EJECTION, BULLPUP) IS A GAS-OPERATED BULLPUP TYPE SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIFLE, MANUFACTURED BY KEL-TEC. CHAMBERED IN 7.62×51MM NATO/.308 WINCHESTER AMMUNITION. THE RFB USES METRIC FAL MAGAZINES, WHICH INSERT STRAIGHT INTO THE MAGAZINE WELL AND DO NOT NEED TO ROCK INTO PLACE. THE WEAPON IS FULLY AMBIDEXTROUS, MUCH IN THE STYLE OF THE BELGIAN F2000 RIFLE. THE RFB IS DELIVERED WITHOUT IRON SIGHTS. A MIL-SPEC PICATINNY RAIL IS PROVIDED FOR MOUNTING A WIDE RANGE OF OPTICS AND TACTICAL ACCESSORIES.

	RSASS
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO
	SINGLE
	700
	THE REMINGTON SEMI AUTOMATIC SNIPER SYSTEM IS THE CULMINATION OF A JOINT EFFORT BETWEEN REMINGTON ARMS AND JP ENTERPRISES TO DEVELOP A HIGHLY ACCURATE AND SUPERBLY BUILT RAPID FIRING SNIPER RIFLE. THIS WEAPON DELIVERS SUB-MOA ACCURACY OUT TO 800 METERS AND BEYOND WHILE PROVIDING THE TACTICAL ADVANTAGE OF A SEMI-AUTOMATIC PLATFORM.

	SR-25
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO
	SINGLE
	700
	THE SR-25 PRECISION RIFLE IS THE LATEST EVOLUTION OF THE PRECISION 7.62MM NATO SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIFLE. AN AMBIDEXTROUS BOLT RELEASE, SELECTOR, AND MAGAZINE RELEASE OFFERS THE LEFT-HANDED USER THE ERGONOMIC ADVANTAGES INHERENT TO AR15 BASED CONTROLS, AS WELL AS GIVING RIGHT-HANDED USERS ALTERNATE METHODS OF MANIPULATION TO INCREASE EFFICIENCY OF MOVEMENT. THE DROP-IN 2-STAGE TRIGGER SERVES AS AN AID TO LONG RANGE PRECISION MARKSMANSHIP. THE E2 BOLT AND GAS SYSTEM PROVIDES SUPERIOR RELIABILITY IN FUNCTION WHETHER SUPPRESSED OR UNSUPPRESSED.

	SVDS
	[image: ]
	7.62X54MMR
	SINGLE
	700
	DRAGUNOV SNIPER RIFLE WITH FOLDING STOCK - THE SVDS VARIANT. WAS SPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR RUSSIAN PARATROOPERS AND SPECIAL FORCES UNITS.

	VSS VINTOREZ
	[image: ]
	9X39MM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	900
	VSS (VINTOVKA SNIPERSKAYA, SPECIAL SNIPER RIFLE) - SUPPRESSED SNIPER RIFLE WITH AN INTEGRAL SUPPRESSOR, DESIGNED IN THE 80S IN TSNIITOCHMASH INSTITUTE FOR THE NEEDS OF SPECIAL-PURPOSE TEAMS AND TASK FORCES.


SNIPER RIFLES
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CARTRIDGE 
	FIRING MODES 
	RATE OF FIRE 
	DESCRIPTION 

	DVL-10
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO
	SINGLE
(BOLT ACTION)
	30
	DVL-10 IS A LIGHTWEIGHT, COMPACT, AND SILENCED RIFLE IN PROPRIETARY AND CURRENT MILITARY SUBSONIC CALIBERS AND HAS BEEN DEVELOPED FOR SPECIAL SERVICE AND COMBAT MISSIONS WHERE EXCEPTIONAL ACCURACY AND RANGE ARE NEEDED. EQUIPPED WITH A STANDARD LOBAEV FOLDABLE BUTT-STOCK AND LOBAEV HUMMER BARRELS STAINLESS STEEL MATCH-GRADE BARREL.

	M700
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO
	SINGLE
(BOLT ACTION)
	30
	THE REMINGTON MODEL 700 IS A SERIES OF BOLT-ACTION CENTERFIRE RIFLES MANUFACTURED BY REMINGTON ARMS SINCE 1962.

	MOSIN (INFANTRY)
	[image: ]
	7.62X54MMR
	SINGLE
(BOLT ACTION)
	30
	MOSIN–NAGANT IS ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS RUSSIAN RIFLES, WHICH WAS COMMONLY USED BY RUSSIAN SOLDIERS DURING WW2. DEVELOPED FROM 1882 TO 1891, IT WAS USED BY THE ARMED FORCES OF THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE, THE SOVIET UNION AND VARIOUS OTHER NATIONS. IT IS ONE OF THE MOST MASS-PRODUCED MILITARY BOLT-ACTION RIFLES IN HISTORY WITH OVER 37 MILLION UNITS HAVING BEEN MADE SINCE 1891. IN SPITE OF ITS AGE, IT HAS BEEN USED IN VARIOUS CONFLICTS AROUND THE WORLD UP TO THE PRESENT DAY.

	MOSIN (SNIPER)
	[image: ]
	7.62X54MMR
	SINGLE
(BOLT ACTION)
	30
	MOSIN–NAGANT M91/30 PU IS A SNIPER VARIANT OF THE FAMOUS RUSSIAN RIFLE, WHICH WAS COMMONLY IN USE BY RUSSIAN SNIPERS DURING WW2.

	SV-98
	[image: ]
	7.62X54MMR
	SINGLE
(BOLT ACTION)
	30
	SV-98 IS A RUSSIAN SNIPER RIFLE DEVELOPED IN 1998-2000 BY A GROUP OF WEAPON ENGINEERS LED BY V.STRONSKLY. SERIALLY PRODUCED BY IZHMASH GROUP. IT IS A MAGAZINE-FED BOLT-ACTION RIFLE, DESIGNED TO ENGAGE MILITARY PERSONNEL AT DISTANCES OF UP TO 1000 M.

	T-5000
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO
	SINGLE
(BOLT ACTION)
	30
	HIGH-ACCURACY ORSIS T-5000 RIFLE IS AN OUTSTANDING RESULT OF OUR COMPANY DESIGNERS' EFFORTS. THIS MODEL WAS CREATED IN COOPERATION WITH PROFESSIONAL SHOOTERS AND HAS THE PROPERTIES REQUIRED FOR A CUSTOMER IN THE RUSSIAN MARKET. T-5000 MODEL IS A HAND-RELOADED REPEATER WITH SLIDING BREECH BOLT AND TWO FRONT LOCKING LUGS. IT IS A MULTI-PURPOSE WEAPON. ITS SPECIFICATIONS PROVIDE HIGH-ACCURACY LONG-RANGE SHOTS (UP TO 1500M), HIGH LEVEL OF SHOOTER'S CONVENIENCE WHILE PREPARATORY, FIRING AND RECOIL PHASES, SWIFT SIGHTING LINE RECOVERY, EXCELLENT RELIABILITY AND ERGONOMICS.

	VPO-215
	[image: ]
	.366 TKM
	SINGLE
(BOLT ACTION)
	30
	VPO-215 IS A RUSSIAN MADE BOLT-ACTION RIFLE DESIGNED FOR HUNTING.


GRENADE LAUNCHERS
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CARTRIDGE 
	FIRING MODES 
	RATE OF FIRE 
	DESCRIPTION 

	FN GL40
	[image: ]
	40X46 MM
	SINGLE
	30
	STANDALONE BUTTSTOCK ASSEMBLY WITH AN ATTACHED FN GL40 MK.2 GRENADE LAUNCHER. IT IS DESIGNED TO USE THE FULL VARIETY OF NATO STANDARD 40MM GRENADES.



SECONDARY WEAPONS
PISTOLS
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CARTRIDGE 
	FIRING MODES 
	RATE OF FIRE 
	DESCRIPTION 

	APB
	[image: ]
	9X18MM MAKAROV
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	750
	SILENCED VERSION OF A STECHKIN AUTOMATIC PISTOL. WIDELY USED BY DIFFERENT RUSSIAN SPECIAL FORCES.

	APS
	[image: ]
	9X18MM MAKAROV
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	750
	THE STECHKIN AUTOMATIC PISTOL OR APS IS A SOVIET SELECTIVE FIRE MACHINE PISTOL. IT BEARS THE NAME OF ITS DEVELOPER, IGOR STECHKIN.

	FN 5-7
	[image: ]
	5.7X28MM FN
	SINGLE
	30
	THE FN FIVE-SEVEN, TRADEMARKED AS THE FIVE-SEVEN, IS A SEMI-AUTOMATIC PISTOL DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED BY FN HERSTAL IN BELGIUM. COMES IN BLACK AND FLAT DARK EARTH.

	GLOCK17
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE
	30
	GLOCK 17 IS AN AUSTRIAN PISTOL DESIGNED BY GLOCK COMPANY FOR THE AUSTRIAN ARMY PURPOSES. THANKS TO BOTH TO ITS IMPRESSIVE COMBAT CHARACTERISTICS AND RELIABLITY GAINED WIDE RECOGNITION AND POPULARITY ALSO AS A POLICE, SHOOTING SPORTS AND CIVILIAN SELF-DEFENCE WEAPON.

	GLOCK18C
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE

FULLAUTO
	1200
	THE GLOCK 18 IS A SELECTIVE-FIRE VARIANT OF THE GLOCK 17. THE FIREARM IS TYPICALLY USED WITH AN EXTENDED 33-ROUND-CAPACITY MAGAZINE, ALTHOUGH OTHER MAGAZINES FROM THE GLOCK 17 CAN BE USED, WITH AVAILABLE CAPACITIES OF 10, 17, OR 19 ROUNDS. IT HAS A KEYHOLE OPENING CUT INTO THE FORWARD PORTION OF THE SLIDE, SIMILAR TO THE OPENING ON THE GLOCK LONG-SLIDE MODELS, ALTHOUGH THE GLOCK 18 HAS A STANDARD-LENGTH SLIDE. THE KEYHOLE OPENING PROVIDES AN AREA TO ALLOW THE FOUR, PROGRESSIVELY LARGER (FROM BACK TO FRONT) COMPENSATOR CUTS MACHINED INTO THE BARREL TO VENT THE PROPELLANT GASES UPWARDS, AFFORDING MORE CONTROL OVER THE RAPID-FIRING MACHINE PISTOL.

	M1911A1
	[image: ]
	.45 ACP
	SINGLE
	30
	COMMONLY KNOWN SIMPLY AS "COLT", THE M1911 IS ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS HANDGUNS ON A PLANET. IT WENT THROUGH BOTH WORLD WAR'S AS A STANDARD-ISSUE US ARMY PISTOL, AND DESPITE THAT IT WAS REPLACED IN 1986, ITS FURTHER VARIATIONS ARE STILL A SIDEARM OF CHOICE IN DIFFERENT US SPECIAL FORCES. M1911A1 IS THE FURTHER GENERATION OF A M1911 PISTOL, AFTER WORLD WAR I, THE MILITARY'S MODEL 1911 WENT THROUGH VARIOUS CHANGES INCLUDING SHORTER TRIGGER WITH FRAME CUTS, IMPROVED SIGHTS, AN ARCHED MAINSPRING HOUSING AND A REDESIGNED GRIP SAFETY.

	M45A1
	[image: ]
	.45 ACP
	SINGLE
	30
	THE MEU(SOC) PISTOL, ("MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNIT"; "SPECIAL OPERATIONS CAPABLE") OFFICIALLY DESIGNATED THE M45 MEUSOC,IS A MAGAZINE-FED, RECOIL-OPERATED, SINGLE-ACTION, SEMIAUTOMATIC PISTOL CHAMBERED FOR THE .45 ACP CARTRIDGE. IT'S A VARIANT OF THE M1911, AND HAS BEEN THE STANDARD-ISSUE SIDE ARM FOR THE FORCE RECON ELEMENT OF THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS' MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNITS SINCE 1985.THE IMPROVED M45A1 FEATURES SEVERAL CHANGES TO THE ORIGINAL M1911A1 DESIGN. ONE FEATURE IS THE DUAL RECOIL SPRING SYSTEM THAT SPREADS OUT THE RECOIL FORCE OF THE .45 ACP ROUND BY LOWERING THE PEAK FORCE OF THE RECOIL PULSE. IT ALSO HAS 3-DOT TRITIUM NIGHT SIGHTS, A 5-INCH NATIONAL MATCH BARREL, AMBIDEXTROUS SAFETY, PICATINNY RAIL, AND A DESERT TAN CERAKOTE FINISH.

	M9A3
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE
	30
	THE BERETTA M9A3 IS THE NEWEST ADDITION TO THE M9 SERIES OF PISTOLS. IT WAS DESIGNED FOR MILITARY AND POLICE FORCES, AS WELL AS FOR SPORT AND A HOME DEFENCE USE. THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE A3 GENERATION ARE A MORE ERGONOMIC AND DURABLE FDE COATING.

	MP-443 "GRACH"
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE
	30
	RUSSIAN-PRODUCED SEMIAUTOMATIC 9X19 PISTOL, A SERVICE WEAPON OF RUSSIAN ARMY, SPECIAL FORCES OF MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS AND OTHER DEFENCE AND LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES.

	P226R
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE
	30
	THE SIG SAUER P226R IS A FULL-SIZED, SERVICE-TYPE PISTOL MADE BY SIG SAUER, A STANDARD SERVICE WEAPON OF NAVY SEALS. CHAMBERED FOR THE 9X19MM PARABELLUM, FEATURES A PICATINNY RAIL MOUNT ON THE UNDERSIDE OF A FRAME.

	PB PISTOL
	[image: ]
	9X18MM MAKAROV
	SINGLE
	30
	PB SILENCED PISTOL (GRAU INDEX 6П9) WAS DESIGNED FOR THE PURPOSES OF ARMY RECONNAISSANCE GROUPS AND USSR KGB PERSONNEL AND INTRODUCED INTO SERVICE IN 1967. STILL OPERATED NOWADAYS BY FSB SPECIAL FORCES AND INTERNAL TROOPS OF MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS.

	PL-15
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE
	30
	A RUSSIAN SELF-LOADING PISTOL CHAMBERED FOR 9X19MM, DEVELOPED BY A TEAM OF DESIGNERS FROM THE KALASHNIKOV CONCERN UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF DMITRY LEBEDEV FOR THE NEEDS OF RUSSIAN LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES.

	PM (T) PISTOL
	[image: ]
	9X18MM MAKAROV
	SINGLE
	30
	A SEMI-MYTHICAL PM WITH EXTENDED BARREL AND SUPPRESSOR MOUNT THREADING. SOME CLAIM IT WAS A LIMITED SERIES MANUFACTURED IN BULGARIA, OTHERS INSIST ON DDR, AND SOME ARE EVEN PRONE TO THINK OF IT AS A HANDCRAFTED UPGRADE. HOW DID IT END UP IN THE NORVINSK REGION, NO LIVING SOUL CAN TELL.

	PM PISTOL
	[image: ]
	9X18MM MAKAROV
	SINGLE
	30
	A TIME-PROVEN PM. DUE TO THE UBIQUITOUS SPREAD OF BOTH PISTOL AND AMMO IT IS STILL BEING USED BY RUSSIAN SPETZNAZ, THANKS TO EXCEPTIONAL RELIABILITY, LIGHT WEIGHT AND COMPACT SIZE. THE ONLY SERIOUS DRAWBACK IS ITS LACK OF A KNOCKDOWN POWER.

	SR-1MP GYURZA
	[image: ]
	9X21MM GYURZA
	SINGLE
	30
	THE SERDYUKOV SEMI-AUTOMATIC PISTOL - ALSO KNOWN AS SPS AND GYURZA (“VIPER”), GRAU INDEX 6P53. PISTOL DESIGNED FOR THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION SPECIAL FORCES PURPOSES BY P. SERDYUKOV AND I. BELYAEV, FOR 9X21 MM CARTRIDGE.

	TT PISTOL
	[image: ]
	7.62X25MM TOKAREV
	SINGLE
	30
	A LEGENDARY PISTOL. IT HAS SEEN NUMEROUS MILITARY CONFLICTS AND IS STILL BEING IN SERVICE IN CERTAIN SPOTS OF OUR PLANET, IN ONE MODIFICATION OR ANOTHER. THIS ONE IS A CLASSIC TT-33, THE MOST MASS-PRODUCED VERSION. IT FEATURES BROWNING SHORT-RECOIL TILTING-BARREL SYSTEM, BUT VERY DIFFERENT OTHERWISE - PURPOSEFULLY SIMPLE, SINGLE-ACTION, NO SAFETY MEASURES EXCEPT HALF-COCK NOTCH, IT IS ABLE TO WITHSTAND HORRIBLE OPERATING ABUSE. THANKS TO THE POWERFUL 7.62X25 CARTRIDGE AND RELATIVELY LONG BARREL, TT BOASTS HIGH MUZZLE VELOCITY, PENETRATION, AND IMPRESSIVE ACCURACY, EVEN OVER LONG DISTANCES.

	TT PISTOL (GOLD)
	[image: ]
	7.62X25MM TOKAREV
	SINGLE
	30
	A LEGENDARY PISTOL. IT HAS SEEN NUMEROUS MILITARY CONFLICTS AND IS STILL BEING IN SERVICE IN CERTAIN SPOTS OF OUR PLANET, IN ONE MODIFICATION OR ANOTHER. THIS ONE IS A CLASSIC TT-33, THE MOST MASS-PRODUCED VERSION. IT FEATURES BROWNING SHORT-RECOIL TILTING-BARREL SYSTEM, BUT VERY DIFFERENT OTHERWISE - PURPOSEFULLY SIMPLE, SINGLE-ACTION, NO SAFETY MEASURES EXCEPT HALF-COCK NOTCH, IT IS ABLE TO WITHSTAND HORRIBLE OPERATING ABUSE. THANKS TO THE POWERFUL 7.62X25 CARTRIDGE AND RELATIVELY LONG BARREL, TT BOASTS HIGH MUZZLE VELOCITY, PENETRATION, AND IMPRESSIVE ACCURACY, EVEN OVER LONG DISTANCES. SPECIAL GOLD EDITION.

	USP .45
	[image: ]
	.45 ACP
	SINGLE
	30
	THE HK USP (UNIVERSELLE SELBSTLADEPISTOLE - "UNIVERSAL SELF-LOADING PISTOL") PISTOL IS A FURTHER REPLACEMENT OF THE HK P7 SERIES PISTOLS. INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTED AS AN ACCURATE AND ULTRA-RELIABLE HANDGUN. USING A MODIFIED BROWNING-TYPE ACTION WITH A SPECIAL PATENTED RECOIL REDUCTION SYSTEM, THE USP RECOIL REDUCTION SYSTEM REDUCES RECOIL EFFECTS ON PISTOL COMPONENTS AND ALSO LOWERS THE RECOIL FORCES FELT BY THE SHOOTER. THIS PARTICULAR VARIANT IS CHAMBERED IN .45 ACP. MANUFACTURED BY HECKLER & KOCH.


REVOLVERS
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CARTRIDGE 
	FIRING MODES 
	RATE OF FIRE 
	DESCRIPTION 

	CR 200DS
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	SINGLE ACTION

DOUBLE ACTION
	30
	THE CHIAPPA RHINO REVOLVERS, PRODUCED BY THE ITALIAN COMPANY "ARMI CHIAPPA", ARE DISTINGUISHED BY A REVOLUTIONARY PATENTED DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION WITH AN UNUSUAL BARREL ARRANGEMENT FOR REVOLVERS OPPOSITE THE LOWER DRUM CHAMBER. SHORT SIZE "POCKET" MODEL WITH A 2 INCH BARREL CHAMBERED IN 9X19MM.

	CR 50DS
	[image: ]
	.357 MAGNUM
	SINGLE ACTION

DOUBLE ACTION
	30
	THE CHIAPPA RHINO REVOLVERS, PRODUCED BY THE ITALIAN COMPANY "ARMI CHIAPPA", ARE DISTINGUISHED BY A REVOLUTIONARY PATENTED DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION WITH AN UNUSUAL BARREL ARRANGEMENT FOR REVOLVERS OPPOSITE THE LOWER DRUM CHAMBER. MEDIUM SIZE MODEL WITH A 5 INCH BARREL CHAMBERED IN 357 MAGNUM.


STATIONARY WEAPONS
HEAVY MACHINE GUNS
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CARTRIDGE 
	FIRING MODES 
	RATE OF FIRE 

	NSV "UTYOS"
	[image: ]
	12.7X108MM
	FULL AUTO
	


AUTOMATIC GRENADE LAUNCHERS
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CARTRIDGE 
	FIRING MODES 
	RATE OF FIRE 

	AGS-30
	[image: ]
	30X29MM
	FULL AUTO
	


MELEE WEAPONS
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CHOP DMG 
	CHOP RANGE 
	STAB DMG 
	STAB RANGE 
	DESCRIPTION 

	6KH5 BAYONET
	[image: ]
	18
	0.40M
	23
	0.50M
	THE SO-CALLED ITEM 6H5 IS A KNIFE BAYONET ADOPTED IN 1989 AS A STANDARD ISSUE FOR USE WITH AK74.

	ANTIQUE AXE
	[image: ]
	26
	0.45M
	44
	0.50M
	ANTIQUE AXE WITH A DAMAGED HANDLE THAT BELONGED TO THE ANCIENT CLAN OF HATCHLINGS CALLED WYCC.

	BARS A-2607 95X18 KNIFE
	[image: ]
	16
	0.35M
	21
	0.45M
	A BARS KNIFE A-2607, FORGED OF 95X18 STEEL WITH FINE WOOD HANDLE AND BRASS GUARD.

	BARS A-2607 DAMASCUS KNIFE
	[image: ]
	15
	0.35M
	21
	0.45M
	A BARS KNIFE A-2607, MANUFACTURED OF DAMASCUS STEEL WITH WENGE HANDLE AND BRASS GUARD.

	CAMPER AXE
	[image: ]
	30
	0.45M
	32
	0.55M
	UNIVERSAL TRAVEL AXE FOR USE IN FIELD CONDITIONS OR AT THE FARM.

	CRASH AXE
	[image: ]
	26
	0.45M
	44
	0.50M
	DESIGNED AS A TOOL FOR WORKING WITH HARD SURFACES. MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION ARE DESIGNED TO PROVIDE OPTIMAL IMPACT AND STRENGTH. THE HEAD OF THE AXE IS MADE OF 6AL4V TITANIUM WITH A THICKNESS OF 2.85 INCHES.

	CULTIST KNIFE
	[image: ]
	18
	0.35M
	23
	0.45M
	A KNIFE OF A STRANGE SHAPE AND WITH STRANGE SIGNS, TAKEN FROM THE СULTISTS. APPARENTLY, IT IS USED AS A RITUAL KNIFE, BUT, IT IS NOT LIMITED TO THIS USE FOR SURE. IT HAS TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGES IN THE DESIGN INTENDED FOR THE USE OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES - IT IS BETTER NOT TO TOUCH THE BLADE.

	ER FULCRUM BAYONET
	[image: ]
	17
	0.40M
	18
	0.50M
	EXTREMA RATIO DEVELOPED ITS FULCRUM KNIFE BY THE ORDER OF ITALIAN ALPINE TROOPS HEADQUARTERS, WHO REQUIRED A MULTIPURPOSE KNIFE SUITABLE FOR THE INFANTRY, A KNIFE THAT COULD BE USED IN ANY ACTION AND THAT COULD SUCCESSFULLY SOLVE ANY TYPE OF PROBLEM EVEN WHERE MORE SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT PROVED INADEQUATE. IT WAS SO SUCCESSFUL THAT THE MULTIPURPOSE KNIFE THEN LED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FULCRUM BAYONET, WHICH HAD THE SAME CHARACTERISTICS BUT COULD BE FIXED TO THE ISSUED RIFLE.

	FREEMAN CROWBAR
	[image: ]
	16
	0.50M
	22
	0.60M
	STEEL AND RELIABLE CROWBAR BY FREEMAN COMPANY. CAUTION! MAY LEAD TO RESONANCE CASCADE.

	KIBA ARMS TACTICAL TOMAHAWK
	[image: ]
	25
	0.50M
	35
	0.60M
	TACTICAL TOMAHAWK, MULTITOOL AND BREACHING TOOL, ALL-IN-ONE SOLUTION.

	MILLER BROS. BLADES M-2 TACTICAL SWORD
	[image: ]
	34
	0.70M
	48
	0.70M
	SHORT TACTICAL SWORD.

	MPL-50 ENTRENCHING TOOL
	[image: ]
	18
	0.55M
	32
	0.65M
	THE MPL-50 IS A SMALL SPADE. WHILE NOMINALLY AN ENTRENCHING TOOL, MPL-50 SAW A WIDE RANGE OF WARTIME APPLICATIONS RANGING FROM A CLOSE QUARTERS COMBAT WEAPON TO A COOKING UTENSIL.

	RED REBEL ICE PICK
	[image: ]
	25
	0.60M
	30
	0.65M
	PERFECTLY BALANCED ICE AXE, THE TIP IS MADE OF A SINGLE PIECE OF HARDENED METAL.

	SP-8 SURVIVAL MACHETE
	[image: ]
	28
	0.50M
	37
	0.60M
	SP8 IS A SURVIVAL MACHETE MADE OF A SINGLE PIECE OF HIGH CARBON STEEL.

	SUPERFORS DB 2020 DEAD BLOW HAMMER
	[image: ]
	93
	0.80M
	115
	0.80M
	THE HAMMER IS COATED WITH URETHANE WHICH PROVIDES A "THUD" USING STEEL BALLS TO CUSHION THE IMPACT AND REDUCE THE VIBRATION RECOIL TO THE HANDLE.

	UVSR TAIGA-1 SURVIVAL MACHETE
	[image: ]
	30
	0.55M
	50
	0.65M
	UVSR "DEVICE FOR CARRYING OUT RESCUE OPERATIONS" TAIGA-1. A TRULY VERSATILE SURVIVAL TOOL. IT IS A WEAPON AND A SHOVEL AND AN AXE AND EVERYTHING YOU CAN IMAGINE. IT WAS DEVELOPED AND PRODUCED IN THE USSR FOR VARIOUS AGENCIES.


THROWABLE WEAPONS
FRAGMENTATION GRENADES
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	DESCRIPTION 

	F-1
	[image: ]
	F-1 HAND GRENADE (GRAU INDEX 57-Г-721) IS AN ANTI-PERSONNEL FRAGMENTATION DEFENSIVE GRENADE, DESIGNED FOR NEUTRALIZING ENEMY PERSONNEL IN THE DEFENSIVE COMBAT. DUE TO SIGNIFICANT EFFECTIVE FRAGMENTATION RADIUS IT CAN ONLY BE THROWN FROM BEHIND THE COVER, APC OR TANK.

	M67
	[image: ]
	M67 GRENADE (M67 FRAGMENTATION HAND GRENADE) IS AN AMERICAN HAND GRENADE, DESIGNED FOR ANTIPERSONNEL COMBAT PURPOSES AND ADOPTED IN 1969 BY THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES.

	RGD-5
	[image: ]
	RGD-5 (DISTANCE HAND GRENADE, MOD. 5) IS CLASSIFIED AS ANTIPERSONNEL FRAGMENTATION TIME-DELAYED OFFENSIVE HAND GRENADE. IGNITER DELAY TIME 3,2—4,2 SECONDS. DUE TO OFFENSIVE TYPE OF THE GRENADE, FRAGMENTS ARE RELATIVELY LIGHT AND HAVE A SMALLER RADIUS OF DISPERSION.

	RGN
	[image: ]
	RGN (RUCHNAYA GRANATA NASTUPATEL'NAYA - "OFFENSIVE HAND GRENADE") IS AN OFFENSIVE ANTI-PERSONNEL FRAGMENTATION HAND GRENADE OF IMPACT ACTION.

	RGO
	[image: ]
	RGO (RUCHNAYA GRANATA OBORONITEL'NAYA - "DEFENSIVE HAND GRENADE") IS A DEFENSIVE ANTI-PERSONNEL FRAGMENTATION HAND GRENADE OF IMPACT ACTION.

	VOG-17
	[image: ]
	DIY HAND GRENADE BASED ON A VOG-17 GRENADE CALLED "KHATTABKA". THE GRENADE IS VOG-17 EXPLOSIVE PROJECTILE, WITH THE REMOVED HEAD PART, CONTAINING THE DETONATOR AND SELF-DESTRUCTOR.

	VOG-25
	[image: ]
	HAND-MADE HAND GRENADE "KHATTABKA" BASED ON A VOG-25 GRENADE. THE GRENADE IS A VOG-25 GRENADE WITH A REMOVED WARHEAD, ADDED A DETONATOR AND SELF-DESTRUCTOR. A SHORT FUSE HAS BEEN INSTALLED TO SPEED UP THE IGNITION.


SMOKE GRENADES
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	DESCRIPTION 

	M18
	[image: ]
	THE M18 SMOKE GRENADE MADE IN THE USA. USED IN THE US ARMY SINCE THE SECOND WORLD WAR. THE SMOKE IS GREEN-COLORED.

	RDG-2B
	[image: ]
	SOVIET-MADE SMOKE HAND GRENADE, DESIGNED TO CREATE SMOKE ZONES WITH COVERING OR TARGET DESIGNATION PURPOSES. CHEAP AND PRETTY COMMON IN THE COUNTRIES OF FORMER SOVIET UNION.


STUN GRENADES
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	DESCRIPTION 

	M7290
	[image: ]
	MODEL 7290 IS A STANDARD DISTRACTING EXPLOSIVE DEVICE. PRODUCES 175 DB AND A POWERFUL LIGHT FLASH.

	ZARYA
	[image: ]
	INTENDED TO SUPPRESS THE MENTAL STABILITY BY CREATING A SUDDEN SOUND EFFECT AND A BRIGHT FLASH. USED IN SPECIAL OPERATIONS FOR APPREHENSION OF CRIMINALS AND IN RIOT SUPPRESSION.


UPCOMING WEAPONS
THIS SECTION INCLUDES WEAPONS CONFIRMED TO BE IN DEVELOPMENT BUT NOT CURRENTLY PRESENT IN ANY PUBLIC ALPHA, BETA, OR RELEASE BUILDS.
PLEASE LINK A RELEVANT SOURCE TO ALL ENTRIES IN THIS SECTION SO THEY CAN BE REFERENCED.
PRIMARY WEAPONS
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CARTRIDGE 
	STATUS 

	9A-91/VSK-94
	[image: ]
	9X39MM
	CONFIRMED WITH SCREENSHOTS.

	AAC HONEY BADGER
	[image: ]
	.300 BLACKOUT
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 4

	AEK-919K
	[image: ]
	9X18MM MAKAROV
	PRESENT IN A REPORT ON THE YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF BATTLESTATE GAMES

	AEK-971/AEK-973 AND A-545/A-762
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM(AEK-971) AND 7.62X39MM(AEK-973)
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 4

	AK-12
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM
	CONFIRMED, BUT NOT REVEALED.

	AK-15
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	CONFIRMED, BUT NOT REVEALED.

	AK-308
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO
	CONFIRMED ON RUSSIAN AUDIOPODCAST WITH BSG AND ON INSTAGRAM

	AK TR-3
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM, 7.62X39MM
	CONFIRMED ON INSTAGRAM

	ALEXANDER ARMS .50 BEOWULF
	[image: ]
	.50 BEOWULF
	CONFIRMED ON REDDIT

	AM-17
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM AND 9X39MM (AMB-17 INTEGRALLY SUPPRESSED ASSAULT RIFLE)
	CONFIRMED ON INSTAGRAM

	AN-94
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM
	CONFIRMED ON INSTAGRAM

	BENELLI M4
	[image: ]
	12X70MM
	CONFIRMED ON REDDIT

	BUSHMASTER ACR
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO AND 7.62X39MM
.300 BLACKOUT, .450 BUSHMASTER AND 6.8 SPC (SEMI-AUTO VERSIONS)
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 4

	CZ BREN 2 / CZ BREN 805
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO AND 7.62X39
	CONFIRMED ON REDDIT

	DSR-1
	[image: ]
	.308 WINCHESTER, .300 WINCHESTER MAGNUM, AND .338 LAPUA MAGNUM
	CONFIRMED ON RUSSIAN AUDIOPODCAST WITH BSG

	EF88 AUSTEYR / F90 (EXPORT VERSION)
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM AND 5.56X45MM NATO
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 4

	HECKLER & KOCH G3
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 4

	HECKLER & KOCH G36
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 4

	HECKLER & KOCH MP5/10
	[image: ]
	10MM AUTO
	CONFIRMED ON REDDIT

	KALASHNIKOV SR1
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO
	CONFIRMED ON INSTAGRAM

	KNIGHT'S ARMAMENT COMPANY PDW
	[image: ]
	6X35MM AND .300 BLACKOUT
	SEVERAL SOUNDS ARE PRESENT IN THE GAME FILES. THESE SOUNDS ARE IDENTICAL TO THE KAC PDW IN CONTRACT WARS. (CONFIRMED IN INSTAGRAM PHOTO)

	KSVK 12.7
	[image: ]
	12.7X108 MM
	PRESENT IN A REPORT ON THE YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF BATTLESTATE GAMES

	M16A4
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 4

	MP-18M
	[image: ]
	12X70MM, 20X70MM, .410 GAUGE
	CONFIRMED ON TARKOVTV № 1

	MP-233
	[image: ]
	12X70MM & 20X70MM
	PRESENT IN A REPORT ON THE YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF BATTLESTATE GAMES

	MOLOT BEKAZ 12
	[image: ]
	12X70MM
	PRESENT IN A REPORT ON THE YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF BATTLESTATE GAMES

	ORSIS SVLK-14S "SUMRAK"
	[image: ]
	.408 CHEYTAC, .338 LAPUA MAGNUM , .300 WINCHESTER MAGNUM
	CONFIRMED ON INTERVIEW WITH NIKITA BUYANOV AND DMITRIY "GOBLIN" PUCHKOV

	OTS-14 GROZA
	[image: ]
	9X39MM AND 7.62X39
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 4

	PKM
	[image: ]
	7.62X54MMR
	CONFIRMED, BUT NOT REVEALED

	PKP PECHENEG
	[image: ]
	7.62X54MMR
	CONFIRMED, BUT NOT REVEALED

	PP-19 BIZON
	[image: ]
	9X17MM(.380 ACP), 9X18MM MAKAROV, 9X19MM PARABELLUM, & 7.62X25MM TOKAREV
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 4

	RIFLE DYNAMICS 704 PISTOL
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	TWITTER

	RPD
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	CONFIRMED ON REDDIT AND AN INSTAGRAM VIDEO

	RPK & RPK-74/RPK-74M
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM (RPK) & 5.45X39MM (RPK-74/RPK-74M)
	PRESENT IN A REPORT ON THE YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF BATTLESTATE GAMES

	SAIGA MK 5.45
	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM
	CONFIRMED IN INSTAGRAM AND TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 11

	ŠKORPION VZ. 61
	[image: ]
	7,65X17 MM BROWNING (.32 ACP), 9X18MM MAKAROV, 9X19MM PARABELLUM AND 9X17MM CORTO (.380 ACP)
	CONFIRMED ON REDDIT

	SIG MPX .45 ACP CUSTOM
	[image: ]
	.45 ACP
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 1

	SR-2 VERESK
	[image: ]
	9X21MM GYURZA
	PRESENT IN A REPORT ON THE YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF BATTLESTATE GAMES

	SR-3 "VIKHR"
	[image: ]
	9X39MM
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 4

	STEYR AUG
	[image: ]
	5.56X45 NATO
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 4
CONFIRMED IN Q&A WITH NIKITA BUYANOV

	SV-18
	[image: ]
	12.7X99MM AND 12.7X108MM (SOURCE (RU))
	CONFIRMED ON INSTAGRAM

	SVD
	[image: ]
	7.62X54MMR
	CONFIRMED ON TALKING TARKOV № 5

	SVDM
	[image: ]
	7.62X54MMR
	CONFIRMED ON TALKING TARKOV № 5

	SVDK
	[image: ]
	9.3X64MM
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 4 AS A BASE FOR TKPD

	SVT-40
	[image: ]
	7.62X54MMR
	CONFIRMED, BUT YET TO BE REVEALED

	VEPR 12
	[image: ]
	12X70MM
	PRESENT IN A REPORT ON THE YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF BATTLESTATE GAMES

	VEPR SOK-94
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	PRESENT IN A REPORT ON THE YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF BATTLESTATE GAMES

	VKS VYCHLOP
	[image: ]
	12.7X55MM STS-130
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 4

	VPO-111
	[image: ]
	7.62X54MMR
	PRESENT IN A REPORT ON THE YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF BATTLESTATE GAMES

	VPO-156
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	PRESENT IN A REPORT ON THE YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF BATTLESTATE GAMES

	VPO-302
	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM, 6.5MM GRENDEL AND .366 TKM
	PRESENT IN A REPORT ON THE YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF BATTLESTATE GAMES


UNKNOWN LOBAEV ARMS RIFLE
.338 AND .50 CALIBERS RIFLES
MANY UNKNOWN WEAPONS BY ORSIS
UNDER-BARREL SHOTGUNS
SECONDARY WEAPONS
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CARTRIDGE 
	STATUS 

	CHIAPPA RHINO 40DS/60DS
	[image: ]
	.40 SW/9X21 ITA
	CONFIRMED WITH SCREENSHOTS

	CZ 75
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM, 9X21MM AND .40 S&W
	CONFIRMED ON REDDIT

	CZ P-09
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	CONFIRMED ON TALKING TARKOV № 2

	EAA THOR
	[image: ]
	.500 S&W MAGNUM, .223 REMINGTON, .308 WINCHESTER, .44 MAGNUM, .30-06 SPRINGFIELD, .300 WINCHESTER MAGNUM, .45-70, & OTHERS.
	CONFIRMED ON RUSSIAN AUDIOPODCAST WITH BSG

	GSH-18
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	CONFIRMED ON INSTAGRAM

	GLOCK 19
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV DEVBLOG № 4

	IMI DESERT EAGLE
	[image: ]
	.50 ACTION EXPRESS, 429 DE, .44 MAGNUM, .357 MAGNUM
	CONFIRMED ON REDDIT

	JERICHO 941
	[image: ]
	9X19 PARABELLUM, .40S&W, .45 ACP
	CONFIRMED ON TALKING TARKOV № 2

	PMM
	[image: ]
	9X18MM MAKAROV
	CONFIRMED ON RUSSIAN AUDIOPODCAST WITH BSG

	PSS
	[image: ]
	7.62X42MM SP-4
	PRESENT IN A REPORT ON THE YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF BATTLESTATE GAMES

	SMITH & WESSON M&P
	[image: ]
	.45 ACP, 9X19MM PARABELLUM, .40 S&W, .357 SIG
	CONFIRMED ON TALKING TARKOV № 2


LAUNCHERS
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	CARTRIDGE 
	STATUS 

	GP-25
	[image: ]
	40X53MM
	CONFIRMED ON TARKOVTV DEVBLOG № 4

	GP-30M
	[image: ]
	40X53MM
	TWITTER

	GP-34
	[image: ]
	40X53MM
	TEMPORARILY REMOVED DUE TO BUGS

	M203
	[image: ]
	40X46 MM
	CONFIRMED ON TARKOVTV DEVBLOG № 4

	MILKOR MGL
	[image: ]
	40X46 MM AND 40X51MM
	CONFIRMED ON TALKING TARKOV № 6

	RG-6
	[image: ]
	40X53MM
	CONFIRMED ON TALKING TARKOV № 1

	RPG-7
	[image: ]
	40MM
	IMAGE OF TRIGGER AND GRIP POSTED TO
BSG'S TWITTER



MINES
	NAME 
	IMAGE 
	TYPE 
	STATUS 

	OZM72 WIRE MINE WITH MUV2 FUSE
	[image: ]
	WIRE MINE
	CONFIRMED WITH THIS SCREENSHOT ON THE FACEBOOK PAGE OF BSG

	PMN2 ANTI PERSONNEL MINE
	[image: ]
	ANTI PERSONNEL MINE
	CONFIRMED WITH THIS SCREENSHOT ON THE FACEBOOK PAGE OF BSG

	PMN4 ANTI PERSONNEL MINE
	[image: ]
	ANTI PERSONNEL MINE
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV № 5

	PFM1 ANTI PERSONNEL MINE
	[image: ]
	ANTI PERSONNEL MINE
	CONFIRMED IN TALKING TARKOV № 6

	MON-50
	[image: ]
	ANTI PERSONNEL MINE
	CONFIRMED WITH THIS SCREENSHOT ON THE FACEBOOK PAGE OF BSG


STATIONARY WEAPONS
MORTAR
	UPCOMING MORTAR

	NAME
	IMAGE
	CARTRIDGE
	STATUS

	2B14 PODNOS MORTAR
	[image: ]
	82MM
	CONFIRMED ON VK


ANTI TANK GUN
	NAME
	IMAGE
	CARTRIDGE
	STATUS

	SPG-9 KOPYE ANTI TANK GUN
	[image: ]
	73MM
	CONFIRMED


UNCONFIRMED WEAPONS
THIS SECTION INCLUDES WEAPONS THAT ARE SPECULATED TO BE IN DEVELOPMENT, BUT ARE UNCONFIRMED BY THE DEVELOPERS.
PRIMARY WEAPONS
	NAME
	IMAGE
	CALIBER
	NOTES

	ACCURACY INTERNATIONAL ARCTIC WARFARE
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO, .300 WINCHESTER MAGNUM, .338 LAPUA
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	BENELLI M3
	[image: ]
	12X70MM
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	CZ SCORPION EVO 3 A1
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM AND 9X21MM IMI
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	DESERT TECH SRS
	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO, .243 WINCHESTER, .300 WINCHESTER MAGNUM, .338 LAPUA,
.300 NORMA MAG., .300 REMINGTON ULTRA MAGNUM, 7MM REMINGTON MAG.,
6.5 CREEDMOOR [1](REFERENCE)
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	DESERT TECH MDR-C
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	FRANCHI SPAS-12
	[image: ]
	12X70MM
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	IWI X95/TAR-21
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO, 9X19MM PARABELLUM, 5.45X39MM, .300 AAC BLACKOUT
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	HECKLER & KOCH HK243
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	MAGPUL PDR
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	KEL-TEC KSG
	[image: ]
	12X70MM
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	M249 SAW
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO, 7.62X51MM NATO (MINIMI VARIANT)
	IT WAS PRESENT IN AN OFFICIAL BOOK BY A.KONTOROVICH BASED ON EFT. ANOTHER VARIANT WAS PRESENT IN THE "RAID" MINI-SERIES EP. 2.

	RUGER MINI-14
	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO, 7.62X39MM (MINI-30)
	SHOWN IN THIS CONCEPT ART FOR MECHANIC.

	QBU-88
	[image: ]
	5.8X42MM, 5.56X45MM NATO
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	SVU
	[image: ]
	7.62X54MMR
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.


SECONDARY WEAPONS
	NAME
	IMAGE
	CALIBER
	NOTES

	BERETTA 92
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS. POSSIBLY REPLACED BY M9A3.

	COLT PYTHON
	[image: ]
	.357 MAGNUM
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	FN FNP/FNX
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM, .45 ACP, .40 S&W, & .357 SIG
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	IWI UZI
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM, .22LR, .45 ACP, & 9X21MM IMI
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	OTS-33 PERNACH
	[image: ]
	9X18MM MAKAROV
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	SMITH & WESSON MODEL 629
	[image: ]
	.44 MAGNUM
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	SPHINX 3000
	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM, .40 S&W, & 9X21MM IMI
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.

	TAURUS RAGING JUDGE
	[image: ]
	.410 GAUGE/.454 CASULL/.45 LONG COLT
	WAS PRESENT IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV'S PREDECESSOR, CONTRACT WARS.


LAUNCHERS
	NAME
	IMAGE
	CALIBER
	NOTES

	RPG-26 'AGLEN'
	[image: ]
	72.5MM
	DISPLAYED BEING CARRIED BY A BEAR IN ARTWORK



		WEAPONS

	

		MELEE WEAPONS
	
	6KH5 BAYONET · ANTIQUE AXE · BARS A-2607 95X18 KNIFE · BARS A-2607 DAMASCUS KNIFE · CAMPER AXE · CRASH AXE · CULTIST KNIFE · ER FULCRUM BAYONET · FREEMAN CROWBAR · KIBA ARMS TACTICAL TOMAHAWK · MILLER BROS. BLADES M-2 TACTICAL SWORD · MPL-50 ENTRENCHING TOOL · RED REBEL ICE PICK · SP-8 SURVIVAL MACHETE · SUPERFORS DB 2020 DEAD BLOW HAMMER · UVSR TAIGA-1 SURVIVAL MACHETE



	PRIMARY WEAPONS

	

	ASSAULT RIFLES
	
	ADAR 2-15 · AK-101 · AK-102 · AK-103 · AK-104 · AK-105 · AK-74 · AK-74M · AK-74N · AKM · AKMN · AKMS · AKMSN · AKS-74 · AKS-74N · AKS-74U · AKS-74UB · AKS-74UN · ASH-12 · MK47 · DT MDR 5.56X45 · DT MDR 7.62X51 · HK 416A5 · M4A1 · SA-58 · SCAR-H · SCAR-L · MCX · TX-15 DML · VEPR AKM/VPO-209 · VEPR KM/VPO-136



	ASSAULT CARBINES
	
	AS VAL · OP-SKS · SKS · VEPR HUNTER/VPO-101

	

	LIGHT MACHINE GUNS
	
	RPK-16

	

	SUBMACHINE GUNS
	
	MP5 · MP5K-N · MP7A1 · MP7A2 · MP9 · MP9-N · MPX · P90 · PP-19-01 VITYAZ-SN · PP-9 "KLIN" · PP-91 "KEDR" · PP-91-01 "KEDR-B" · PPSH-41 · SAIGA-9 · STM-9 · UMP 45 · VECTOR .45 · VECTOR 9X19MM

	

	SHOTGUNS
	
	590A1 · KS-23M · M870 · MP-133 · MP-153 · MP-155 · MP-43-1C · MTS-255-12 · SAIGA-12 · TOZ-106

	

	DESIGNATED MARKSMAN RIFLES
	
	G28 · M1A · MK-18 · RFB · RSASS · SR-25 · SVDS · VSS VINTOREZ

	

	SNIPER RIFLES
	
	DVL-10 · M700 · MOSIN (SNIPER) · MOSIN (INFANTRY) · SV-98 · T-5000 · VPO-215

	

	GRENADE LAUNCHERS
	
	FN GL40



	SECONDARY WEAPONS

	

	PISTOLS
	
	APB · APS · FN 5-7 · GLOCK17 · GLOCK18C · M1911A1 · M45A1 · M9A3 · MP-443 "GRACH" · P226R · PL-15 · PB PISTOL · PM (T) PISTOL · PM PISTOL · SR-1MP GYURZA · TT PISTOL · TT PISTOL (GOLD) · USP .45

	

	REVOLVERS
	
	CR 50DS · CR 200DS



	STATIONARY WEAPONS

	

	HEAVY MACHINE GUNS
	
	NSV "UTYOS"

	

	AUTOMATIC GRENADE LAUNCHERS
	
	AGS-30



	THROWABLE WEAPONS

	

	FRAGMENTATION GRENADES
	
	F-1 · M67 · RGD-5 · RGN · RGO · VOG-17 · VOG-25

	

	SMOKE GRENADES
	
	RDG-2B · M18

	

	STUN GRENADES
	
	M7290 · ZARYA









AMMUNITION
YOU WILL FIND MANY AMMUNITION TYPES WITHIN THE CHAOS OF TARKOV. VARYING OPPONENTS WILL REQUIRE DIFFERENT TYPES OF AMMUNITION TO TACKLE.
THIS PAGE LISTS ALL AMMUNITION TYPES IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV. CLICK THE NAME OF A CALIBER TO SEE THE FULL LIST OF AVAILABLE CARTRIDGES.
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF AMMUNITION CHECK THE BALLISTICS PAGE.


PISTOL CARTRIDGES
	ICON 
	NAME 
	USED BY 

	[image: ]
	7.62X25MM TOKAREV
	PISTOLS: TT, TT (GOLD)
SMGS: PPSH-41

	[image: ]
	9X18MM MAKAROV
	PISTOLS: APB, APS, PB, PM, PM(T)
SMGS: PP-9 "KLIN", PP-91 "KEDR", PP-91-01 "KEDR-B"

	[image: ]
	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	PISTOLS: GLOCK17, GLOCK18C, M9A3, MP-443 "GRACH", P226R, PL-15
REVOLVERS: CR 200DS
SMGS: MP5, MP5K-N, MP9, MP9-N, MPX, PP-19-01, SAIGA-9, STM-9, VECTOR 9X19

	[image: ]
	9X21MM GYURZA
	PISTOLS: SR-1MP

	[image: ]
	.357 MAGNUM
	REVOLVERS: CR 50DS

	[image: ]
	.45 ACP
	PISTOLS: M1911A1, M45A1, USP .45
SMGS: UMP 45, VECTOR .45


PDW CARTRIDGES
	ICON 
	NAME 
	USED BY 

	[image: ]
	4.6X30MM HK
	SMGS: MP7A1, MP7A2

	[image: ]
	5.7X28MM FN
	PISTOLS: FN 5-7
SMGS: P90


RIFLE CARTRIDGES
	ICON 
	NAME 
	USED BY 

	[image: ]
	5.45X39MM
	ASSAULT RIFLES: AK-105, AK-74, AK-74M, AK-74N, AKS-74, AKS-74N, AKS-74U, AKS-74UB, AKS-74UN
LMGS: RPK-16

	[image: ]
	5.56X45MM NATO
	ASSAULT RIFLES: ADAR 2-15, AK-101, AK-102, DT MDR 5.56X45, HK 416A5, M4A1, SCAR-L, TX-15 DML

	[image: ]
	.300 BLACKOUT
	ASSAULT RIFLES: MCX

	[image: ]
	7.62X39MM
	ASSAULT CARBINES: OP-SKS, SKS
ASSAULT RIFLES: AK-103, AK-104, AKM, AKMN, AKMS, AKMSN, MK47, VEPR KM/VPO-136

	[image: ]
	7.62X51MM NATO
	ASSAULT CARBINES: VEPR HUNTER/VPO-101
ASSAULT RIFLES: DT MDR 7.62X51, SA-58, SCAR-H
DMRS: G28, M1A, RFB, RSASS, SR-25
SNIPER RIFLES: DVL-10, M700, T-5000

	[image: ]
	7.62X54MMR
	DMRS: SVDS
SNIPER RIFLES: MOSIN (INFANTRY), MOSIN (SNIPER), SV-98

	[image: ]
	.338 LAPUA MAGNUM
	DMRS: MK-18

	[image: ]
	9X39MM
	ASSAULT CARBINES: AS VAL
DMRS: VSS

	[image: ]
	.366 TKM
	ASSAULT RIFLES: AKM/VPO-209
SNIPER RIFLES: VPO-215

	[image: ]
	12.7X55MM STS-130
	ASSAULT RIFLES: ASH-12

	[image: ]
	12.7X108MM
	HMGS: NSV "UTYOS"


[image: Tracker]
SHOTGUN CARTRIDGES
	ICON 
	NAME 
	USED BY 

	[image: ]
	12X70MM
	SHOTGUNS: 590A1, M870, MP-133, MP-153, MP-155, MP-43-1C, MTS-255-12, SAIGA-12

	[image: ]
	20X70MM
	SHOTGUNS: TOZ-106

	[image: ]
	23X75MM
	SHOTGUNS: KS-23M


GRENADE LAUNCHER CARTRIDGES
	ICON 
	NAME 
	USED BY 

	[image: ]
	30X29MM
	AGS-30

	[image: ]
	40X46 MM
	GL40


ROUNDS

	PISTOL CARTRIDGES

	

	7.62X25MM TOKAREV
	
	AKBS · FMJ43 · LRN · LRNPC · P GL · PST GZH · PT GZH

	

	9X18MM MAKAROV
	
	BZHT GZH · P GZH · PBM GZH · PSTM GZH · PPE GZH · PPT GZH · PRS GS · PS GS PPO · PSO GZH · PST GZH · PSV · RG028 GZH · SP7 GZH · SP8 GZH

	

	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	
	7N31 · AP 6.3 · GREEN TRACER · LUGER CCI · PSO GZH · PST GZH · RIP · QUAKEMAKER

	

	9X21MM GYURZA
	
	PS GZH · P GZH · PE GZH · BT GZH

	

	.357 MAGNUM
	
	FMJ · HP · JHP · SP

	

	.45 ACP
	
	AP · FMJ · HYDRA-SHOK · LASERMATCH · RIP



	PDW CARTRIDGES

	

	4.6X30MM HK
	
	ACTION SX · AP SX · FMJ SX · SUBSONIC SX



CONTAINERS
CONTAINERS, AS THE NAME SUGGESTS, ARE ITEMS FOR CONTAINING THINGS. SOME OF THESE ITEMS CAN NOT BE EQUIPPED ON THE CHARACTER BUT ARE USED TO FREE UP INVENTORY SPACE BY PROVIDING STORAGE AND TAKING UP FEWER INVENTORY SLOTS.
LIST
	ICON 
	NAME 
	INNER DIMENSIONS 
	OUTER DIMENSIONS 
	EFFICIENCY 
	TOTAL SLOTS 
	HOLDS 
	CAN BE HELD IN SECURE CONTAINER? 

	[image: ]
	LUCKY SCAV JUNK BOX
	14X14
	4X4
	12.25
	196
	ALL BARTER ITEMS AND INFO ITEMS
	NO

	[image: ]
	T H I C C ITEM CASE
	14X14
	5X3
	13.06
	196
	EVERYTHING EXCEPT:
ITEM CASE
LUCKY SCAV JUNK BOX
T H I C C ITEM CASE
T H I C C WEAPON CASE
PISTOL CASE
PAPER AMMO BOXES
	NO

	[image: ]
	ITEM CASE
	8X8
	4X4
	4
	64
	EVERYTHING EXCEPT:
ITEM CASE
LUCKY SCAV JUNK BOX
T H I C C ITEM CASE
T H I C C WEAPON CASE
PISTOL CASE
	NO

	[image: ]
	T H I C C WEAPON CASE
	6X15
	5X2
	9
	90
	WEAPONS, AMMUNITION AND MODS
	NO

	[image: ]
	WEAPON CASE
	5X10
	5X2
	5
	50
	WEAPONS, AMMUNITION AND MODS
	NO

	[image: ]
	MEDICINE CASE
	7X7
	3X3
	5.44
	49
	MEDS
	NO

	[image: ]
	GRENADE CASE
	8X8
	3X3
	7.11
	64
	GRENADES
UZRGM GRENADE FUZE
40MM VOG-25
GRENADE LAUNCHER CARTRIDGES
	NO

	[image: ]
	MR. HOLODILNICK THERMAL BAG
	8X8
	3X3
	7.11
	64
	PROVISIONS
	NO

	[image: ]
	MAGAZINE CASE
	7X7
	3X2
	8.16
	49
	MAGAZINES
	NO

	[image: ]
	AMMUNITION CASE
	7X7
	2X2
	12.25
	49
	AMMUNITION
	NO

	[image: ]
	MONEY CASE
	7X7
	3X2
	8.16
	49
	DOLLARS
EUROS
ROUBLES
GP COINS
PHYSICAL BITCOINS
	NO

	[image: ]
	PISTOL CASE
	4X3
	2X2
	3
	12
	PISTOLS, MAGAZINES AND AMMUNITION
	NO

	[image: ]
	DOCUMENTS CASE
	4X4
	2X1
	8
	16
	CURRENCY
DIARY
INTELLIGENCE FOLDER
GP COIN
KEYS & KEYCARDS
KEYCARD HOLDER CASE
MAPS
PHYSICAL BITCOIN
SAS DRIVE
SECURE FLASH DRIVE
SLIM DIARY
SSD DRIVE
TECH MANUAL
VERITAS GUITAR PICK
	YES

	[image: ]
	S I C C ORGANIZATIONAL POUCH
	5X5
	2X1
	12.5
	25
	CHAIN WITH PROKILL MEDALLION
CURRENCY
DOGTAG
GOLD SKULL RING
GP COIN
KEYS & KEYCARDS
PHYSICAL BITCOIN
SECURE FLASH DRIVE
VERITAS GUITAR PICK
	YES

	[image: ]
	KEY TOOL
	4X4
	1X1
	16
	16
	KEYS
	YES

	[image: ]
	INJECTOR CASE
	4X4
	1X1
	16
	16
	MORPHINE INJECTOR
STIMULATORS
	YES

	[image: ]
	KEYCARD HOLDER CASE
	4X4
	1X1
	16
	16
	KEYCARDS
	YES

	[image: ]
	SIMPLE WALLET
	2X2
	1X1
	4
	4
	KEYCARDS
DOLLARS
EUROS
ROUBLES
	YES

	[image: ]
	WZ WALLET
	2X2
	1X1
	4
	4
	KEYCARDS
DOLLARS
EUROS
ROUBLES
	YES

	[image: ]
	DOGTAG CASE
	10X10
	1X1
	100
	100
	DOGTAGS
	YES



		CONTAINERS

	

		LUCKY SCAV JUNK BOX · T H I C C ITEM CASE · ITEM CASE · T H I C C WEAPON CASE · WEAPON CASE · MEDICINE CASE · GRENADE CASE · MR. HOLODILNICK THERMAL BAG · MAGAZINE CASE · AMMUNITION CASE · MONEY CASE · PISTOL CASE · DOCUMENTS CASE · S I C C ORGANIZATIONAL POUCH · KEY TOOL · SIMPLE WALLET · WZ WALLET · DOGTAG CASE · INJECTOR CASE · KEYCARD HOLDER CASE









CURRENCY
THERE ARE MULTIPLE CURRENCIES IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV, THE MOST USED ONE IS ROUBLES (₽). CURRENCIES CAN BE LOOTED ACROSS ALL MAPS, IN VARIOUS LOOT CONTAINERS, SAFES, WALLETS, AND ON RANDOM FURNITURE, E.G. BOOKSHELVES, WARDROBES AND TABLES.
DIFFERENT CURRENCIES
	CURRENCIES

	IMAGE
	SYMBOL
	NAME
	OBTAINABLE BY

	[image: ]
	$
	DOLLARS
	LOOTING
SELLING TO PEACEKEEPER
SELLING OFFERS ON THE FLEA MARKET
BUYING FROM PEACEKEEPER LL1
COMPLETING QUESTS FROM PEACEKEEPER

	[image: ]
	€
	EUROS
	LOOTING
SELLING OFFERS ON THE FLEA MARKET
BUYING FROM SKIER LL2
COMPLETING CERTAIN QUESTS FROM MECHANIC
COMPLETING OPERATIONAL TASKS FROM PEACEKEEPER

	[image: ]
	₽
	ROUBLES
	LOOTING
SELLING TO ALL TRADERS EXCEPT PEACEKEEPER
SELLING OFFERS ON THE FLEA MARKET
COMPLETING QUESTS FROM ALL TRADERS EXCEPT PEACEKEEPER


NOTES
KEEP IN MIND THAT TRADERS HAVE A PROFIT MARKUP:
DOLLARS COST AROUND 10 ROUBLES MORE THAN THEIR ACTUAL VALUE WHEN BUYING THEM FROM PEACEKEEPER.
IT IS OFTEN MORE VIABLE TO BUY CERTAIN INFO ITEMS FROM THE FLEA MARKET AND SELLING THEM TO PEACEKEEPER.
EUROS COST AROUND 20 ROUBLES MORE THAN THERE ACTUAL VALUE WHEN BUYING THEM FROM SKIER.
IT IS OFTEN MORE VIABLE TO SELL CERTAIN ITEMS FOR EUROS ON THE FLEA MARKET.
AMMUNITION OFFERS BY PEACEKEEPER ARE OFTEN ROUNDED UP (E.G. 100 ROUNDS OF 5.7X28MM SS197SR COST $104, WHILE A SINGLE ROUND COSTS $2), IT IS THEREFORE NOT RECOMMENDED TO BUY THEM IN VERY SMALL QUANTITIES.
CURRENCY RATIOS
WHILE THE RATIOS BETWEEN DIFFERENT CURRENCIES IS NOT CONSTANT, IT ROUGHLY STAYS THE SAME.
YOU CAN GET THE CURRENT VALUE OF DOLLARS AND EUROS BY USING THE ESTIMATE OF THE "+ ADD OFFER" DIALOG ON THE FLEA MARKET AND ADDING A REQUIREMENT WITH THE ACCORDING CURRENCY.
THE ESTIMATES ARE ROUNDED TO INTEGERS, E.G. ON 19-01-2022 AT 20:30 UTC, $1000 WAS ESTIMATED AT ₽116,000 ($1 = ₽116) AND €1000 WAS ESTIMATED AT ₽127,000 (€1 = ₽127).
	                           CURRENCY RATIOS HISTORY                            

	DATE
	$1 (A)
	€1 (B)
	$1 : €1 (C)
	[image: ]

	2020-06-25
	₽108
	₽117
	0.923
	

	2020-07-01
	₽110
	₽119
	0.924
	

	2020-07-08
	₽112
	₽121
	0.926
	

	2020-07-31
	₽113
	₽126
	0.897
	

	2020-08-05
	₽113
	₽126
	0.897
	

	2020-08-23
	₽114
	₽127
	0.898
	

	2021-01-01
	₽113
	₽130
	0.869
	

	2021-01-29
	₽116
	₽132
	0.879
	

	2021-02-11
	₽113
	₽129
	0.876
	

	2021-02-28
	₽114
	₽130
	0.877
	

	2021-03-04
	₽113
	₽128
	0.883
	

	2021-03-25
	₽116
	₽130
	0.892
	

	2021-07-23
	₽114
	₽127
	0.897
	

	FULL DATA IS AVAILABLE HERE (ONLY LOGGED UNTIL 30-03-2021).

	[image: ]



		ITEMS

	

		MAPS
	
	CUSTOMS PLAN MAP · FACTORY PLAN MAP · INTERCHANGE PLAN MAP · SHORELINE PLAN MAP · SHORELINE HEALTH RESORT PLAN MAP · WOODS PLAN MAP

	

	QUEST ITEMS
	
	BANK CASE · BLOOD SAMPLE · BRONZE POCKET WATCH ON A CHAIN · CARBON CASE · CHEMICAL CONTAINER · CLOTHES DESIGN HANDBOOK - PART 1 · CLOTHES DESIGN HANDBOOK - PART 2 · FLASH DRIVE WITH FAKE INFO · GOLDEN ZIBBO LIGHTER · GOSHAN CARGO MANIFESTS · IDEA CARGO MANIFESTS · MOTOR CONTROLLER · OLI CARGO MANIFESTS · OLI CARGO ROUTE DOCUMENTS · PACKAGE OF GRAPHICS CARDS · UAV SAS DISK · SEALED LETTER · SEALED LETTER WITH A TG LOGO · SECURE FOLDER 0013 · SECURE FOLDER 0022 · SECURE FOLDER 0031 · SECURE FOLDER 0048 · SECURE FOLDER 0052 · SECURE FOLDER 0060 · SINGLE-AXIS FIBER OPTIC GYROSCOPE · SLIDERKEY FLASH DRIVE · SLIDERKEY SECURE FLASH DRIVE · SYRINGE WITH A CHEMICAL · TOUGHBOOK REINFORCED LAPTOP · WORKING HARD DRIVE · PHOTO ALBUM · ENCRYPTED MESSAGE · FLASH DRIVE MARKED WITH BLUE TAPE · MARKED OPHTHALMOSCOPE · SURGERY KIT MARKED WITH A BLUE SYMBOL · MBT INTEGRATED NAVIGATION SYSTEM · MILITARY DOCUMENTS 1 · MILITARY DOCUMENTS 2 · MILITARY DOCUMENTS 3 · MEDICAL RECORD 1 · MEDICAL RECORD 2 · T-90M COMMANDER CONTROL PANEL · PUMPING STATION OPERATION REPORT · WATER PUMP OPERATION DATA · STOLEN MILITARY DOCUMENTS · LAPTOP WITH INFORMATION



	INFO ITEMS
	
	DIARY · INTELLIGENCE FOLDER · SECURE FLASH DRIVE · SLIM DIARY · TECH MANUAL · SAS DRIVE · SSD DRIVE · SECURED MAGNETIC TAPE CASSETTE



	CURRENCY
	
	DOLLARS · EUROS · ROUBLES



	SPECIAL EQUIPMENT
	
	MS2000 MARKER · SIGNAL JAMMER · WI-FI CAMERA · LEATHERMAN MULTITOOL · EYE MK.2 PROFESSIONAL HAND-HELD COMPASS · VORTEX RANGER 1500 RANGEFINDER · BODY ARMOR REPAIR KIT · WEAPON REPAIR KIT









GEAR COMPONENTS
THERE ARE VARIOUS GEAR COMPONENTS IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV.
THIS PAGE LISTS ALL COMPONENTS THAT CAN BE ATTACHED TO HEADWEAR. THERE ARE NIGHT VISION DEVICES, HEADSETS, VISORS, ADDITIONAL ARMOR AND MOUNTS.


NIGHT VISION DEVICES
	ICON 
	NAME 
	VIEW 

	[image: ]
	AN/PVS-14 NIGHT VISION MONOCULAR
	
[image: ]

[image: ]

	[image: ]
	PNV-10T NIGHT VISION GOGGLES
	
[image: ]

[image: ]

	[image: ]
	ARMASIGHT N-15 NIGHT VISION GOGGLES
	
[image: ]

[image: ]

	[image: ]
	GPNVG-18 NIGHT VISION GOGGLES
	
[image: ]

[image: ]



THERMAL VISION DEVICES
	ICON 
	NAME 
	VIEW 

	[image: ]
	T-7 THERMAL GOGGLES WITH A NIGHT VISION MOUNT
	  
[image: ]
FULL VIEW
 
[image: ]
COMPARISON VIEW


[image: Tracker]

HEADSETS
	ICON
	NAME

	[image: ]
	OPS-CORE FAST RAC HEADSET


VISORS
BESIDES THEIR BALLISTIC PROTECTION, VISORS ALSO REDUCE THE DURATION OF FLASHBANG EFFECTS.
	ICON 
	NAME 
	ARMOR CLASS 
	ARMOR ZONES 
	ARMOR SEGMENTS 
	DURABILITY 
	RICOCHET CHANCE 
	TURN SPEED 
	ERGONOMICS 
	BLINDNESS
PROTECTION 

	[image: ]
	OPS-CORE FAST VISOR
	2
	HEAD
	EYES
	20
	NONE
	+0%
	+0
	0%

	[image: ]
	CAIMAN FIXED ARM VISOR
	2
	HEAD
	EYES
	20
	NONE
	+0%
	+0
	15%

	[image: ]
	KOLPAK-1S VISOR
	2
	HEAD
	EYES, JAWS
	30
	NONE
	+0%
	+0
	15%

	[image: ]
	OPS-CORE FAST MULTI-HIT BALLISTIC FACE SHIELD
	3
	HEAD
	EYES, JAWS
	40
	MEDIUM
	-8%
	-8
	10%

	[image: ]
	KIVER FACE SHIELD
	3
	HEAD
	EYES, JAWS
	40
	HIGH
	+0%
	-7
	10%

	[image: ]
	TW EXFIL BALLISTIC HELMET FACE SHIELD
	3
	HEAD
	EYES, JAWS
	45
	HIGH
	-10%
	-9
	10%

	[image: ]
	ZSH-1-2M FACE SHIELD
	3
	HEAD
	EYES, JAWS
	50
	MEDIUM
	-5%
	+0
	10%

	[image: ]
	LSHZ-2DTM FACE SHIELD
	4
	HEAD
	EYES, JAWS
	50
	HIGH
	-5%
	-5
	10%

	[image: ]
	VULKAN-5 FACE SHIELD
	4
	HEAD
	EYES, JAWS
	85
	HIGH
	-9%
	-10
	10%

	[image: ]
	"ALTYN" FACE SHIELD
	5
	HEAD
	EYES, JAWS
	50
	HIGH
	-8%
	-7
	25%

	[image: ]
	"RYS-T" FACE SHIELD
	5
	HEAD
	EYES, JAWS
	55
	HIGH
	-6%
	-7
	30%

	[image: ]
	"MASKA-1SCH" FACE SHIELD
	6
	HEAD
	EYES, JAWS
	50
	MEDIUM
	+0%
	-19
	35%


ADDITIONAL ARMOR
	ICON 
	NAME 
	ARMOR CLASS 
	ARMOR ZONES 
	ARMOR SEGMENTS 
	DURABILITY 
	RICOCHET CHANCE 
	MOVEMENT SPEED 
	TURN SPEED 
	ERGONOMICS 
	SOUND REDUCTION 

	[image: ]
	OPS-CORE FAST GUNSIGHT MANDIBLE
	2
	HEAD
	JAWS
	20
	NONE
	+0%
	+0%
	-6
	LOW

	[image: ]
	CAIMAN BALLISTIC MANDIBLE GUARD
	2
	HEAD
	JAWS
	20
	NONE
	+0%
	+0%
	-5
	LOW

	[image: ]
	TAC-KEK HEAVY TROOPER MASK
	2
	HEAD
	TOP, EYES, JAWS
	45
	HIGH
	+0%
	-2%
	-2
	NONE

	[image: ]
	OPS-CORE FAST SIDE ARMOR
	3
	HEAD
	EARS
	25
	HIGH
	+0%
	+0%
	+0
	LOW

	[image: ]
	CRYE PRECISION AIRFRAME EARS
	3
	HEAD
	EARS
	27
	HIGH
	+0%
	+0%
	+0
	LOW

	[image: ]
	TW EXFIL EAR COVERS
	3
	HEAD
	EARS
	30
	HIGH
	+0%
	+0%
	+0
	LOW

	[image: ]
	CRYE PRECISION AIRFRAME CHOPS
	3
	HEAD
	EARS, JAWS
	30
	HIGH
	+0%
	-1%
	-2
	LOW

	[image: ]
	CAIMAN HYBRID BALLISTIC APPLIQUE (BLACK)
	4
	HEAD
	TOP
	40
	HIGH
	+0%
	-6%
	-12
	NONE

	[image: ]
	OPS-CORE SLAAP ARMOR HELMET PLATE (TAN)
	5
	HEAD
	TOP
	30
	HIGH
	+0%
	-8%
	-15
	NONE

	[image: ]
	LSHZ-2DTM AVENTAIL
	5
	HEAD
	LOWER NAPE
	35
	HIGH
	+0%
	-15%
	-8
	NONE

	[image: ]
	BASTION HELMET ARMOR PLATE
	6
	HEAD
	TOP, NAPE
	40
	HIGH
	+0%
	-6%
	-11
	NONE


MOUNTS
	ICON
	NAME

	[image: ]
	NOROTOS TITANIUM ADVANCED TACTICAL MOUNT

	[image: ]
	PNV-10T DOVETAIL ADAPTER

	[image: ]
	AN/PVS-14 DUAL DOVETAIL MOUNT

	[image: ]
	WILCOX INTERFACE FOR PVS-7

	[image: ]
	OPS-CORE PICATINNY RAIL ADAPTER MOUNT

	[image: ]
	OPS-CORE SINGLE CLAMP RAIL ADAPTER MOUNT


VANITY
	ICON
	NAME

	[image: ]
	LSHZ-2DTM COVER (BLACK)



	


GEAR COMPONENTS
	ADDITIONAL ARMOR
	
	OPS-CORE FAST GUNSIGHT MANDIBLE · CAIMAN BALLISTIC MANDIBLE GUARD · TAC-KEK HEAVY TROOPER MASK · OPS-CORE FAST SIDE ARMOR · CRYE PRECISION AIRFRAME EARS · TW EXFIL EAR COVERS · CRYE PRECISION AIRFRAME CHOPS · CAIMAN HYBRID BALLISTIC APPLIQUE (BLACK) · OPS-CORE SLAAP ARMOR HELMET PLATE (TAN) · LSHZ-2DTM AVENTAIL · BASTION HELMET ARMOR PLATE

	

	VISORS
	
	OPS-CORE FAST VISOR · CAIMAN FIXED ARM VISOR · KOLPAK-1S VISOR · OPS-CORE FAST MULTI-HIT BALLISTIC FACE SHIELD · KIVER FACE SHIELD · TW EXFIL BALLISTIC HELMET FACE SHIELD · ZSH-1-2M FACE SHIELD · LSHZ-2DTM FACE SHIELD · VULKAN-5 FACE SHIELD · "ALTYN" FACE SHIELD · "RYS-T" FACE SHIELD · "MASKA-1SCH" FACE SHIELD

	

	NIGHT VISION DEVICES
	
	PNV-10T NIGHT VISION GOGGLES · ARMASIGHT N-15 NIGHT VISION GOGGLES · AN/PVS-14 NIGHT VISION MONOCULAR · GPNVG-18 NIGHT VISION GOGGLES

	

	THERMAL VISION DEVICES
	
	T-7 THERMAL GOGGLES WITH A NIGHT VISION MOUNT

	

	MOUNTS
	
	NOROTOS TITANIUM ADVANCED TACTICAL MOUNT · PNV-10T DOVETAIL ADAPTER · AN/PVS-14 DUAL DOVETAIL MOUNT · WILCOX INTERFACE FOR PVS-7 · OPS-CORE PICATINNY RAIL ADAPTER MOUNT · OPS-CORE SINGLE CLAMP RAIL ADAPTER MOUNT

	

	HEADSETS
	
	OPS-CORE FAST RAC HEADSET

	

	VANITY
	
	LSHZ-2DTM COVER (BLACK)



KEYS & INTEL
INTEL ITEMS COMPRISE OF MAPS, KEYS, KEY CARDS AND OTHER USABLE ITEMS THAT WILL HELP YOU GET AHEAD OF THE COMPETITION - OR AT LEAST KNOW WHERE THE HELL YOU ARE IN TARKOV. KEYS AND KEYCARDS WITH A LIMITED NUMBER OF USES HAVE THEIR REMAINING DURABILITY SHOWN IN THE BOTTOM RIGHT CORNER OF THEIR ICON AND IN THEIR INSPECTION SCREEN.
KEYS & KEYCARDS
FACTORY
CUSTOMS
WOODS
SHORELINE
INTERCHANGE
THE LAB
RESERVE
LIGHTHOUSE
N/A
	ICON 
	KEY NAME 
	LOOT 
	USED IN QUEST 

	[image: ]
	FACTORY EMERGENCY EXIT KEY
	[image: Jacket] [image: Loose Loot]
	✔

	[image: ]
	PUMPING STATION BACK DOOR KEY
	[image: Loose Loot]
	

	[image: ]
	PUMPING STATION FRONT DOOR KEY
	[image: Loose Loot]
	


TABLE LEGEND
	HIDE

	ICON 
	MEANING 

	[image: Safe]
	SAFE

	[image: Medcase/Medbag]
	MEDCASE/MEDBAG SMU06

	[image: PC Block]
	PC BLOCK

	[image: Grenade box]
	GRENADE BOX

	[image: Drawer]
	DRAWER

	[image: Cash Register]
	CASH REGISTER

	[image: Wooden ammo box]
	WOODEN AMMO BOX

	[image: Wooden crate]
	WOODEN CRATE

	[image: Weapon box (4x4)]
	WEAPON BOX (4X4)

	[image: Weapon box (5x2)]
	WEAPON BOX (5X2)

	[image: Weapon box (5x5)]
	WEAPON BOX (5X5)

	[image: Weapon box (6x3)]
	WEAPON BOX (6X3)

	[image: Jacket]
	JACKET

	[image: Sport bag]
	SPORT BAG

	[image: Toolbox]
	TOOLBOX

	[image: Loose Valuables]
	LOOSE VALUABLES (GOLDEN NECK CHAIN, PHYSICAL BITCOIN, FIGURINES, ETC)

	[image: Loose Currency]
	LOOSE CURRENCY

	[image: Loose Loot]
	LOOSE LOOT (MEDS, WEAPON MODS, PROVISIONS, ETC)

	[image: Standing Weapons Rack]
	STANDING WEAPONS RACK


MAPS
FACTORY PLAN MAP
CUSTOMS PLAN MAP
WOODS PLAN MAP
SHORELINE PLAN MAP
SHORELINE HEALTH RESORT PLAN MAP
INTERCHANGE PLAN MAP
FOR PLAYER-MADE MAPS CHECK THE PAGES FOR EACH LOCATION.
		KEYS & KEYCARDS

	

		WOODS
	
	ZB-014 KEY · YOTOTA CAR KEY · SHTURMAN'S STASH KEY

	

	FACTORY
	
	PUMPING STATION BACK DOOR KEY · PUMPING STATION FRONT DOOR KEY · FACTORY EMERGENCY EXIT KEY

	

	INTERCHANGE
	
	GOSHAN CASH REGISTER KEY · IDEA CASH REGISTER KEY · OLI CASH REGISTER KEY · OLI ADMINISTRATION OFFICE KEY · OLI LOGISTICS DEPARTMENT OFFICE KEY · OLI OUTLET UTILITY ROOM KEY · KIBA ARMS OUTER DOOR KEY · KIBA ARMS INNER GRATE DOOR KEY · EMERCOM MEDICAL UNIT KEY · NECRUSPHARM PHARMACY KEY · POWER SUBSTATION UTILITY CABIN KEY · ULTRA MEDICAL STORAGE KEY · OBJECT 21WS KEYCARD · OBJECT 11SR KEYCARD

	

	CUSTOMS
	
	GAS STATION OFFICE KEY · FOLDING CAR KEY · TARCONE DIRECTOR'S OFFICE KEY · DORM GUARD DESK KEY · FACTORY EMERGENCY EXIT KEY · MACHINERY KEY · DORM ROOM 314 MARKED KEY · MILITARY CHECKPOINT KEY · PORTABLE CABIN KEY · PORTABLE BUNKHOUSE KEY · GAS STATION STORAGE ROOM KEY · TRAILER PARK PORTABLE CABIN KEY · UNKNOWN KEY · DORM ROOM 103 KEY · DORM ROOM 104 KEY · DORM ROOM 105 KEY · DORM ROOM 108 KEY · DORM ROOM 110 KEY · DORM ROOM 114 KEY · DORM ROOM 118 KEY · DORM ROOM 203 KEY · DORM ROOM 204 KEY · DORM ROOM 206 KEY · DORM ROOM 214 KEY · DORM ROOM 218 KEY · DORM ROOM 220 KEY · DORM ROOM 303 KEY · DORM ROOM 306 KEY · DORM ROOM 308 KEY · DORM ROOM 315 KEY · USEC STASH KEY

	

	SHORELINE
	
	STORE SAFE KEY · SMW CAR KEY · GAS STATION SAFE KEY · KEY TO THE CLOSED PREMISES OF THE HEALTH RESORT · WEATHER STATION SAFE KEY · COTTAGE BACK DOOR KEY · COTTAGE SAFE KEY · HEALTH RESORT MANAGEMENT WAREHOUSE SAFE KEY · HEALTH RESORT MANAGEMENT OFFICE SAFE KEY · HEALTH RESORT UNIVERSAL UTILITY ROOM KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING OFFICE ROOM 107 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING OFFICE ROOM 108 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING ROOM 205 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING ROOM 206 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING ROOM 209 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING ROOM 213 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING ROOM 216 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING ROOM 222 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING ROOM 226 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING ROOM 306 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING ROOM 308 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING ROOM 310 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING ROOM 313 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING ROOM 314 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING ROOM 316 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING ROOM 322 KEY · HEALTH RESORT EAST WING ROOM 328 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING OFFICE ROOM 104 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING OFFICE ROOM 112 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 203 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 205 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 207 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 216 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 218 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 219 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 220 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 221 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 222 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 301 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 303 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 306 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 309 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 321 SAFE KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 323 KEY · HEALTH RESORT WEST WING ROOM 325 KEY · HEP STATION STORAGE ROOM KEY · HEALTH RESORT OFFICE KEY WITH A BLUE TAPE

	

	THE LAB
	
	TERRAGROUP LABS ACCESS KEYCARD · TERRAGROUP LABS KEYCARD (BLACK) · TERRAGROUP LABS KEYCARD (BLUE) · TERRAGROUP LABS KEYCARD (GREEN) · TERRAGROUP LABS KEYCARD (RED) · TERRAGROUP LABS KEYCARD (VIOLET) · TERRAGROUP LABS KEYCARD (YELLOW) · TERRAGROUP LABS ARSENAL STORAGE ROOM KEY · TERRAGROUP LABS MANAGER'S OFFICE ROOM KEY · TERRAGROUP LABS WEAPON TESTING AREA KEY · KEYCARD WITH A BLUE MARKING

	

	RESERVE
	
	RB-RS KEY · RB-RH KEY · RB-BK MARKED KEY · RB-PSV1 KEY · RB-ST KEY · RB-VO MARKED KEY · RB-AO KEY · RB-OB KEY · RB-TB KEY · RB-AK KEY · RB-AM KEY · RB-OP KEY · RB-MP11 KEY · RB-MP12 KEY · RB-MP21 KEY · RB-MP22 KEY · RB-PSP1 KEY · RB-PP KEY · RB-MP13 KEY · RB-ORB1 KEY · RB-ORB2 KEY · RB-ORB3 KEY · RB-KORL KEY · RB-KPRL KEY · RB-GN KEY · RB-SMP KEY · RB-KSM KEY · RB-PSV2 KEY · RB-PSP2 KEY · RB-ST KEY · RB-RLSA KEY · RB-PKPM MARKED KEY

	

	LIGHTHOUSE
	
	CONVENIENCE STORE STORAGE ROOM · HILLSIDE HOUSE KEY · MERIN CAR TRUNK KEY · POLICE TRUCK CABIN KEY · ROGUE USEC STASH KEY · ROGUE USEC WORKSHOP KEY · USEC FIRST SAFE KEY · USEC SECOND SAFE KEY









LOOT
LOOT IS WHAT YOU SCAVENGE FROM THE DEPTHS OF TARKOV. IT IS THE CORNERSTONE OF SURVIVAL.
IMAGE GUIDES
[image: Items to keep for Quests][image: Items to keep for the Hideout]
LIST OF LOOT
USE THIS TABLE TO PRIORITIZE WHAT TO TAKE AND WHAT TO LEAVE BEHIND.
	ICON
	NAME
	TYPE
	CRAFTING
ITEM
	BARTER
ITEM
	NOTES

	
	
	
	
	
	

	[image: ]
	MEDICAL TOOLS
	MEDICAL SUPPLIES
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE MEDSTATION LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	INTELLIGENCE FOLDER
	INFO ITEM
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE INTELLIGENCE CENTER LEVEL 1
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE INTELLIGENCE CENTER LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	CLASSIC MATCHES
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE HEATING LEVEL 1
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE REST SPACE LEVEL 1

	[image: ]
	DOGTAG
	OTHERS
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
7 USEC NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE QUEST FRIEND FROM THE WEST - PART 1
7 USEC NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE QUEST THE PUNISHER - PART 6
7 BEAR NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE QUEST THE PUNISHER - PART 6

	[image: ]
	PARACORD
	OTHERS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
3 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST TEXTILE - PART 1
EXTRACT
REQUIRED FOR EXTRACT "CLIFF DESCENT" ON RESERVE (CANNOT WEAR BODY ARMOR)
REQUIRED FOR EXTRACT "MOUNTAIN PASS" ON LIGHTHOUSE (CANNOT WEAR BODY ARMOR)

	[image: ]
	CORRUGATED HOSE
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✔
	✘
	QUESTS
2 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SPA TOUR - PART 3
2 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SPA TOUR - PART 7
HIDEOUT
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BOOZE GENERATOR
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE NUTRITION UNIT LEVEL 2
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WATER COLLECTOR LEVEL 1
6 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WATER COLLECTOR LEVEL 2
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE LAVATORY LEVEL 2
6 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE LAVATORY LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	CRICKENT LIGHTER
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE ILLUMINATION LEVEL 1
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE HEATING LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	PACK OF NAILS
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SHOOTING RANGE
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE STASH LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	PACK OF SCREWS
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE LAVATORY LEVEL 2
10 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE STASH LEVEL 2
15 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE STASH LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	SCREW NUTS
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SHOOTING RANGE
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WATER COLLECTOR LEVEL 1
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WORKBENCH LEVEL 1
10 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE STASH LEVEL 4

	[image: ]
	BOLTS
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SHOOTING RANGE
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WATER COLLECTOR LEVEL 1
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WORKBENCH LEVEL 1
6 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WORKBENCH LEVEL 2
10 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE STASH LEVEL 4

	[image: ]
	PLEXIGLASS PIECE
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	ZIBBO LIGHTER
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	APOLLO SOYUZ CIGARETTES
	OTHERS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	MALBORO CIGARETTES
	OTHERS
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
5 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST BAD HABIT

	[image: ]
	WILSTON CIGARETTES
	OTHERS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
5 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST BAD HABIT

	[image: ]
	STRIKE CIGARETTES
	OTHERS
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
5 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST BAD HABIT

	[image: ]
	HORSE FIGURINE
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
2 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST LIVING HIGH IS NOT A CRIME - PART 1
HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE LIBRARY

	[image: ]
	CAT FIGURINE
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
1 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST LIVING HIGH IS NOT A CRIME - PART 1

	[image: ]
	BRONZE LION
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
2 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST LIVING HIGH IS NOT A CRIME - PART 1
HIDEOUT
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SCAV CASE

	[image: ]
	WOODEN CLOCK
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	GAS ANALYZER
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SANITARY STANDARDS - PART 1
2 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SANITARY STANDARDS - PART 2

HIDEOUT
1 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE INTELLIGENCE CENTER LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	SSD DRIVE
	INFO ITEM
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SECURITY LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	SAS DRIVE
	INFO ITEM
	✔
	✘
	

	[image: ]
	MILITARY COFDM WIRELESS SIGNAL TRANSMITTER
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST LEND-LEASE - PART 2
HIDEOUT
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR INTELLIGENCE CENTER LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	UHF RFID READER
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST IMPORT.

	[image: ]
	VPX FLASH STORAGE MODULE
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✘
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST IMPORT

HIDEOUT
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE INTELLIGENCE CENTER LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	VIRTEX PROGRAMMABLE PROCESSOR
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
2 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST LEND-LEASE - PART 2

	[image: ]
	CAPACITORS
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
5 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST FERTILIZERS
HIDEOUT
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE REST SPACE LEVEL 3
7 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE ILLUMINATION LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	BUNDLE OF WIRES
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
5 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST FERTILIZERS
HIDEOUT
15 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE GENERATOR LEVEL 2
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE ILLUMINATION LEVEL 2
6 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE ILLUMINATION LEVEL 3
8 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE HEATING LEVEL 3
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SECURITY LEVEL 3
14 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE VENTS LEVEL 3
7 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE REST SPACE LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	BROKEN GPHONE X SMARTPHONE
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	WD-40 (400ML)
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	WD-40 100ML
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SPA TOUR - PART 3
HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SECURITY LEVEL 2
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE STASH LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	AA BATTERY
	ENERGY ELEMENTS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	D SIZE BATTERY
	ENERGY ELEMENTS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	CAR BATTERY
	ENERGY ELEMENTS
	✔
	✘
	QUESTS
4 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST CAR REPAIR
HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE VENTS LEVEL 2
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE VENTS LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	SPARK PLUG
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
8 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST CAR REPAIR
HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE GENERATOR LEVEL 1
10 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE GENERATOR LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	ENERGY-SAVING LAMP
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE REST SPACE LEVEL 2
12 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE ILLUMINATION LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	ULTRAVIOLET LAMP
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	GEIGER-MULLER COUNTER
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	BROKEN GPHONE SMARTPHONE
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
3 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SIGNAL - PART 2

	[image: ]
	CPU FAN
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
8 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST FARMING - PART 4
HIDEOUT
15 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BITCOIN FARM LEVEL 1
15 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BITCOIN FARM LEVEL 2
25 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BITCOIN FARM LEVEL 3
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE VENTS LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	PC CPU
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
3 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SIGNAL - PART 2

	[image: ]
	DVD DRIVE
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE REST SPACE LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	RAM
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	POWER SUPPLY UNIT (PSU)
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✘
	HIDEOUT
10 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BITCOIN FARM LEVEL 1
10 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BITCOIN FARM LEVEL 2
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE GENERATOR LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	PRINTED CIRCUIT BOARD
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
2 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST FARMING - PART 2
3 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SIGNAL - PART 2
HIDEOUT
15 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BITCOIN FARM LEVEL 2
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE VENTS LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	GRAPHICS CARD
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
USED TO RUN THE BITCOIN FARM
QUESTS
3 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST FARMING - PART 4

	[image: ]
	POWER CORD
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✘
	QUESTS
2 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST FARMING - PART 2
HIDEOUT
10 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BITCOIN FARM LEVEL 1
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE INTELLIGENCE CENTER LEVEL 2
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE REST SPACE LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	INSULATING TAPE
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	DUCT TAPE
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE REST SPACE LEVEL 1
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SHOOTING RANGE
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WATER COLLECTOR LEVEL 1

	[image: ]
	CONSTRUCTION MEASURING TAPE
	TOOLS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SECURITY LEVEL 1

	[image: ]
	TOOTHPASTE
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE LAVATORY LEVEL 1

	[image: ]
	USB ADAPTER
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	T-SHAPED PLUG
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
4 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST FARMING - PART 2

	[image: ]
	PRINTER PAPER
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	SCREWDRIVER
	TOOLS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	WRENCH
	TOOLS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE NUTRITION UNIT LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	PLIERS
	TOOLS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	ELECTRIC DRILL
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BITCOIN FARM LEVEL 1
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE LAVATORY LEVEL 2
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE STASH LEVEL 2
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WORKBENCH LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	ANTIQUE VASE
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
2 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST LIVING HIGH IS NOT A CRIME - PART 2

	[image: ]
	ANTIQUE TEAPOT
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
3 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST LIVING HIGH IS NOT A CRIME - PART 2

	[image: ]
	LVNDMARK'S RAT POISON
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✘
	✘
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	SILVER BADGE
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✘
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	CHAINLET
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE LIBRARY

	[image: ]
	GOLDEN NECK CHAIN
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
9 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE QUEST CHUMMING
HIDEOUT
8 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SCAV CASE

	[image: ]
	PHYSICAL BITCOIN
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	DAMAGED HARD DRIVE
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE INTELLIGENCE CENTER LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	MAGNET
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE REST SPACE LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	PAID ANTIROACH SPRAY
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	CLIN WINDOW CLEANER
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
2 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SPA TOUR - PART 3

	[image: ]
	PORTABLE DEFIBRILLATOR
	MEDICAL SUPPLIES
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
1 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST AMBULANCE
5 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST CRISIS

	[image: ]
	LEDX SKIN TRANSILLUMINATOR
	MEDICAL SUPPLIES
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
1 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST PRIVATE CLINIC
HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE MEDSTATION LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	BOTTLE OF SALINE SOLUTION
	MEDICAL SUPPLIES
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE MEDSTATION LEVEL 2
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE MEDSTATION LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	MEDICAL BLOODSET
	MEDICAL SUPPLIES
	✘
	✘
	QUESTS
3 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST VITAMINS - PART 2
HIDEOUT
2 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE MEDSTATION LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	BOTTLE OF HYDROGEN PEROXIDE
	MEDICAL SUPPLIES
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	OX BLEACH
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
3 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SPA TOUR - PART 3

	[image: ]
	SHUSTRILO SEALING FOAM
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✘
	✘
	HIDEOUT
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WATER COLLECTOR LEVEL 3
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE STASH LEVEL 4

	[image: ]
	XENOMORPH SEALING FOAM
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✔
	✘
	HIDEOUT
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE LAVATORY LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	PACK OF SODIUM BICARBONATE
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE NUTRITION UNIT LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	SOAP
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE LAVATORY LEVEL 1

	[image: ]
	TOILET PAPER
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE LAVATORY LEVEL 1

	[image: ]
	PROPANE TANK (5L)
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
2 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SPA TOUR - PART 7

	[image: ]
	FUEL CONDITIONER
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
4 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST THE BLOOD OF WAR - PART 2

	[image: ]
	ALKALINE CLEANER FOR HEAT EXCHANGERS
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
2 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SPA TOUR - PART 7
HIDEOUT
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE NUTRITION UNIT LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	DRY FUEL
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE HEATING LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	TOOLSET
	TOOLS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE QUEST FARMING - PART 1
HIDEOUT
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WATER COLLECTOR LEVEL 2
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WORKBENCH LEVEL 2
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE LAVATORY LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	RECHARGEABLE BATTERY
	ENERGY ELEMENTS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
3 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SIGNAL - PART 2

	[image: ]
	GAS MASK AIR FILTER
	OTHERS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE AIR FILTERING UNIT

	[image: ]
	SECURE FLASH DRIVE
	INFO ITEM
	✘
	✘
	QUESTS
2 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST WHAT'S ON THE FLASH DRIVE?
3 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST SHADY BUSINESS
HIDEOUT
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE INTELLIGENCE CENTER LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	CAN OF MAJAICA COFFEE BEANS
	OTHERS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE NUTRITION UNIT LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	OPHTHALMOSCOPE
	MEDICAL SUPPLIES
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST PRIVATE CLINIC
HIDEOUT
1 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE MEDSTATION LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	PLIERS ELITE
	TOOLS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SECURITY LEVEL 2
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WATER COLLECTOR LEVEL 3
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WORKBENCH LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	PORTABLE POWERBANK
	ENERGY ELEMENTS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	42 SIGNATURE BLEND ENGLISH TEA
	OTHERS
	✔
	✘
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	GOLDEN ROOSTER
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✘
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	ROLER SUBMARINER GOLD WRIST WATCH
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
1 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST LIVING HIGH IS NOT A CRIME - PART 1
1 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE QUEST BULLSHIT
HIDEOUT
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SCAV CASE

	[image: ]
	BATTERED ANTIQUE BOOK
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✘
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	FIREKLEAN GUN LUBE
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✘
	✘
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR
HIDEOUT
1 IS NEEDED FOR THE WORKBENCH LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	OLD FIRESTEEL
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✘
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	DEADLYSLOB'S BEARD OIL
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✘
	✘
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	GOLDEN 1GPHONE SMARTPHONE
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	TETRIZ PORTABLE GAME CONSOLE
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	CHAIN WITH PROKILL MEDALLION
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	NIPPERS
	TOOLS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	METAL CUTTING SCISSORS
	TOOLS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	HAND DRILL
	TOOLS
	✘
	✘
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE STASH LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	6-STEN-140-M MILITARY BATTERY
	ENERGY ELEMENTS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
1 IS NEEDED FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST REGULATED MATERIALS

	[image: ]
	NIXXOR LENS
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
8 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SECURITY LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	EXPEDITIONARY FUEL TANK
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	CAN BE USED AS FUEL FOR THE GENERATOR IN THE HIDEOUT

	[image: ]
	METAL FUEL TANK
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	CAN BE USED AS FUEL FOR THE GENERATOR IN THE HIDEOUT

	[image: ]
	FP-100 FILTER ABSORBER
	OTHERS
	✔
	✘
	HIDEOUT
USED TO RUN THE AIR FILTERING UNIT

	[image: ]
	ELECTRIC MOTOR
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE GENERATOR LEVEL 2
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE GENERATOR LEVEL 3
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE VENTS LEVEL 2
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE VENTS LEVEL 3
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WATER COLLECTOR LEVEL 2
10 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BITCOIN FARM LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	BROKEN LCD
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	WORKING LCD
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SECURITY LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	GP COIN
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	WATER FILTER
	OTHERS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	GUNPOWDER "KITE"
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE QUEST HEALTH CARE PRIVACY - PART 5

	[image: ]
	GUNPOWDER "EAGLE"
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	GUNPOWDER "HAWK"
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✔
	✘
	

	[image: ]
	PILE OF MEDS
	MEDICAL SUPPLIES
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE MEDSTATION LEVEL 1

	[image: ]
	DISPOSABLE SYRINGE
	MEDICAL SUPPLIES
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE MEDSTATION LEVEL 1

	[image: ]
	PHASED ARRAY ELEMENT
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR SOLAR POWER

	[image: ]
	MILITARY CIRCUIT BOARD
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	IRIDIUM MILITARY THERMAL VISION MODULE
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	MILITARY GYROTACHOMETER
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	WEAPON PARTS
	OTHERS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WORKBENCH LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	ROUND PLIERS
	TOOLS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	OFZ 30X160MM SHELL
	OTHERS
	✔
	✘
	QUESTS
5 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST REGULATED MATERIALS

	[image: ]
	MILITARY CABLE
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE INTELLIGENCE CENTER LEVEL 3
10 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SOLAR POWER

	[image: ]
	MILITARY POWER FILTER
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
4 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE AIR FILTERING UNIT
10 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SOLAR POWER

	[image: ]
	PRESSURE GAUGE
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BOOZE GENERATOR LEVEL 1
10 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BITCOIN FARM LEVEL 3
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE LAVATORY LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	ANALOG THERMOMETER
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BOOZE GENERATOR LEVEL 1

	[image: ]
	LIGHT BULB
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
14 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE ILLUMINATION LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	RADIATOR HELIX
	ELECTRONICS
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
8 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE HEATING LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	GOLD SKULL RING
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
6 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SCAV CASE

	[image: ]
	TECH MANUAL
	INFO ITEM
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	SCHAMAN SHAMPOO
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	ORTODONTOX TOOTHPASTE
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	FLAT SCREWDRIVER (LONG)
	TOOLS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	FLAT SCREWDRIVER
	TOOLS
	✔
	✘
	

	[image: ]
	PHASE CONTROL RELAY
	ELECTRONICS
	✘
	✘
	HIDEOUT
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BITCOIN FARM LEVEL 2
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE GENERATOR LEVEL 2
6 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE GENERATOR LEVEL 3
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE HEATING LEVEL 3
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE NUTRITION UNIT LEVEL 1
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE NUTRITION UNIT LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	MILITARY CORRUGATED TUBE
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✘
	✘
	HIDEOUT
3 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE AIR FILTERING UNIT
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE HEATING LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	SILICONE TUBE
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✔
	✘
	HIDEOUT
4 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BOOZE GENERATOR LEVEL 1
15 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BITCOIN FARM LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	DIARY
	INFO ITEM
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	SLIM DIARY
	INFO ITEM
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	CHRISTMAS TREE ORNAMENT (RED)
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✘
	

	[image: ]
	CHRISTMAS TREE ORNAMENT (SILVER)
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✘
	

	[image: ]
	CHRISTMAS TREE ORNAMENT (VIOLET)
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✘
	

	[image: ]
	GREENBAT LITHIUM BATTERY
	ENERGY ELEMENTS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE REST SPACE LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	CYCLON RECHARGEABLE BATTERY
	ENERGY ELEMENTS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	TUBE OF POXERAM COLD WELDING
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	KEKTAPE DUCT TAPE
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
5 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST TEXTILE - PART 2
HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE LAVATORY LEVEL 2
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WATER COLLECTOR LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	PACK OF CHLORINE
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	SMOKED CHIMNEY DRAIN CLEANER
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE NUTRITION UNIT LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	REPELLENT
	HOUSEHOLD GOODS
	✘
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	RAVEN FIGURINE
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✔
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	SURVL SURVIVOR LIGHTER
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	HUNTING MATCHES
	FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE HEATING LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	RIPSTOP FABRIC
	OTHERS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
10 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST TEXTILE - PART 1

	[image: ]
	ARAMID FIBER FABRIC
	OTHERS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
5 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST TEXTILE - PART 1

	[image: ]
	FLEECE FABRIC
	OTHERS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
10 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST TEXTILE - PART 2

	[image: ]
	CORDURA POLYAMIDE FABRIC
	OTHERS
	✔
	✔
	QUESTS
10 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST TEXTILE - PART 2

	[image: ]
	CAN OF DR. LUPO'S COFFEE BEANS
	OTHERS
	✘
	✘
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	UZRGM GRENADE FUZE
	OTHERS
	✔
	✔
	

	[image: ]
	VERITAS GUITAR PICK
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✘
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	RATCHET WRENCH
	TOOL
	✔
	✘
	HIDEOUT
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE STASH LEVEL 4
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WATER COLLECTOR LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	TP-200 TNT BRICK
	FLAMMABLE MATERIAL
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SECURITY LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	LOOT LORD PLUSHIE
	VALUABLES
	✘
	✘
	QUESTS
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	CAN OF THERMITE
	FLAMMABLE MATERIAL
	✔
	✔
	HIDEOUT
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE WORKBENCH LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	BULBEX CABLE CUTTER
	TOOL
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE GENERATOR LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	PIPE GRIP WRENCH
	TOOL
	✘
	✘
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE BOOZE GENERATOR LEVEL 1

	[image: ]
	SEWING KIT
	TOOLS
	✘
	✔
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE LAVATORY LEVEL 2

	[image: ]
	SECURED MAGNETIC TAPE CASSETTE
	INFO ITEM
	✔
	✘
	HIDEOUT
1 NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE INTELLIGENCE CENTER LEVEL 3

	[image: ]
	METAL SPARE PARTS
	BUILDING MATERIALS
	✔
	✘
	HIDEOUT
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE VENTS LEVEL 2
5 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE VENTS LEVEL 3
7 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE GENERATOR LEVEL 3
2 NEED TO BE OBTAINED FOR THE SHOOTING RANGE



		ITEMS

	

		MAPS
	
	CUSTOMS PLAN MAP · FACTORY PLAN MAP · INTERCHANGE PLAN MAP · SHORELINE PLAN MAP · SHORELINE HEALTH RESORT PLAN MAP · WOODS PLAN MAP

	

	QUEST ITEMS
	
	BANK CASE · BLOOD SAMPLE · BRONZE POCKET WATCH ON A CHAIN · CARBON CASE · CHEMICAL CONTAINER · CLOTHES DESIGN HANDBOOK - PART 1 · CLOTHES DESIGN HANDBOOK - PART 2 · FLASH DRIVE WITH FAKE INFO · GOLDEN ZIBBO LIGHTER · GOSHAN CARGO MANIFESTS · IDEA CARGO MANIFESTS · MOTOR CONTROLLER · OLI CARGO MANIFESTS · OLI CARGO ROUTE DOCUMENTS · PACKAGE OF GRAPHICS CARDS · UAV SAS DISK · SEALED LETTER · SEALED LETTER WITH A TG LOGO · SECURE FOLDER 0013 · SECURE FOLDER 0022 · SECURE FOLDER 0031 · SECURE FOLDER 0048 · SECURE FOLDER 0052 · SECURE FOLDER 0060 · SINGLE-AXIS FIBER OPTIC GYROSCOPE · SLIDERKEY FLASH DRIVE · SLIDERKEY SECURE FLASH DRIVE · SYRINGE WITH A CHEMICAL · TOUGHBOOK REINFORCED LAPTOP · WORKING HARD DRIVE · PHOTO ALBUM · ENCRYPTED MESSAGE · FLASH DRIVE MARKED WITH BLUE TAPE · MARKED OPHTHALMOSCOPE · SURGERY KIT MARKED WITH A BLUE SYMBOL · MBT INTEGRATED NAVIGATION SYSTEM · MILITARY DOCUMENTS 1 · MILITARY DOCUMENTS 2 · MILITARY DOCUMENTS 3 · MEDICAL RECORD 1 · MEDICAL RECORD 2 · T-90M COMMANDER CONTROL PANEL · PUMPING STATION OPERATION REPORT · WATER PUMP OPERATION DATA · STOLEN MILITARY DOCUMENTS · LAPTOP WITH INFORMATION



	INFO ITEMS
	
	DIARY · INTELLIGENCE FOLDER · SECURE FLASH DRIVE · SLIM DIARY · TECH MANUAL · SAS DRIVE · SSD DRIVE · SECURED MAGNETIC TAPE CASSETTE



	CURRENCY
	
	DOLLARS · EUROS · ROUBLES



	SPECIAL EQUIPMENT
	
	MS2000 MARKER · SIGNAL JAMMER · WI-FI CAMERA · LEATHERMAN MULTITOOL · EYE MK.2 PROFESSIONAL HAND-HELD COMPASS · VORTEX RANGER 1500 RANGEFINDER · BODY ARMOR REPAIR KIT · WEAPON REPAIR KIT









PROVISIONS
PROVISIONS ARE USED TO RESTORE HYDRATION AND ENERGY.
THE STATS SHOWN BELOW ARE AFFECTED BY THE THE SKILL METABOLISM. THE HIGHER YOUR METABOLISM SKILL, THE BETTER THEIR EFFECT.

LIST
	ICON 
	NAME 
	ENERGY 
	HYDRATION 
	NOTES 

	[image: ]
	ARMY CRACKERS
	+10
	-5
	CRAFTING ITEM

	[image: ]
	CAN OF CONDENSED MILK
	+75
	-65
	BARTER ITEM

CRAFTING ITEM

BUFFS:
300S DURATION:
INCREASES INTELLECT (+3)
INCREASES ATTENTION (+3)
INCREASES STRESS RESISTANCE (+3)

	[image: ]
	SLICKERS CHOCOLATE BAR
	+30
	-15
	BARTER ITEM

CRAFTING ITEM

BUFFS:
300S DURATION:
INCREASES INTELLECT (+1)
INCREASES ATTENTION (+1)
INCREASES STRESS RESISTANCE (+1)

	[image: ]
	PACK OF SUGAR
	+70
	-45
	BARTER ITEM

CRAFTING ITEM

BUFFS:
300S DURATION:
INCREASES INTELLECT (+1)

	[image: ]
	CAN OF PACIFIC SAURY
	+48
	-2
	BARTER ITEM

	[image: ]
	RYE CROUTONS
	+10
	-10
	BARTER ITEM
DEBUFFS:
1S DELAY; 60S DURATION:
DECREASES HYDRATION (-0.2/S)

	[image: ]
	EMELYA RYE CROUTONS
	+20
	-10
	BARTER ITEM
QUESTS:
2 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST ACQUAINTANCE

DEBUFFS:
1S DELAY; 60S DURATION:
DECREASES HYDRATION (-0.2/S)

	[image: ]
	CAN OF HUMPBACK SALMON
	+50
	-5
	BARTER ITEM

	[image: ]
	CAN OF GREEN PEAS
	+35
	+5
	

	[image: ]
	CAN OF BEEF STEW (LARGE)
	+50
	-5
	BARTER ITEM
CRAFTING ITEM

QUESTS
2 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST ACQUAINTANCE

	[image: ]
	CAN OF BEEF STEW (SMALL)
	+45
	-5
	BARTER ITEM
CRAFTING ITEM


QUESTS
15 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST GENERAL WARES

	[image: ]
	PACK OF OAT FLAKES
	+40
	-13
	BARTER ITEM
CRAFTING ITEM

	[image: ]
	CAN OF HERRING
	+47
	-3
	BARTER ITEM

	[image: ]
	CAN OF SQUASH SPREAD
	+40
	+0
	BARTER ITEM
CRAFTING ITEM

	[image: ]
	ALYONKA CHOCOLATE BAR
	+35
	-15
	BARTER ITEM
CRAFTING ITEM

BUFFS:
300S DURATION:
INCREASES INTELLECT (+2)
INCREASES ATTENTION (+2)
INCREASES STRESS RESISTANCE (+2)

	[image: ]
	ISKRA RATION PACK
	+80
	+0
	BARTER ITEM
CRAFTING ITEM
QUESTS:
3 NEED TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST ACQUAINTANCE
2 NEED TO BE FOUND FOR THE QUEST THE SURVIVALIST PATH - THRIFTY

	[image: ]
	MRE RATION PACK
	+70
	+0
	BARTER ITEM


QUESTS:
5 NEED TO BE FOUND FOR THE QUEST HUMANITARIAN SUPPLIES
BUFFS:
1S DELAY; 300S DURATION:
INCREASES ENERGY (+0.1/S)

	[image: ]
	EMERGENCY WATER RATION
	+5
	+50
	

	[image: ]
	BOTTLE OF WATER (0.6L)
	+0
	+60
	CRAFTING ITEM


QUESTS:
2 NEED TO BE FOUND FOR THE QUEST THE SURVIVALIST PATH - THRIFTY

	[image: ]
	AQUAMARI WATER BOTTLE WITH FILTER
	+20
	+100
	BARTER ITEM
CRAFTING ITEM

	[image: ]
	PACK OF RUSSIAN ARMY PINEAPPLE JUICE
	+8
	+30
	BUFFS:
1S DELAY; 60S DURATION:
INCREASES ENERGY (+0.2/S)

	[image: ]
	CAN OF ICE GREEN TEA
	+0
	+15
	

	[image: ]
	PACK OF APPLE JUICE
	+5
	+25
	

	[image: ]
	PACK OF GRAND JUICE
	+6
	+30
	

	[image: ]
	PACK OF VITA JUICE
	+8
	+28
	BARTER ITEM

	[image: ]
	CAN OF MAX ENERGY ENERGY DRINK
	+12
	+20
	BARTER ITEM


BUFFS:
1S DELAY; 300S DURATION:
INCREASES ENDURANCE (+1)
INCREASES MAG DRILLS (+1)

DEBUFFS:
1S DELAY; 300S DURATION:
DECREASES STRESS RESISTANCE (-1)

	[image: ]
	CAN OF TARCOLA SODA
	+5
	+15
	BARTER ITEM


BUFFS:
1S DELAY; 60S DURATION:
INCREASES ENERGY (+0.1/S)

	[image: ]
	PACK OF MILK
	+20
	+30
	BARTER ITEM
CRAFTING ITEM


BUFFS:
1S DELAY; 300S DURATION:
INCREASES IMMUNITY (+1)

	[image: ]
	BOTTLE OF "NORVINSKIY YADRENIY" PREMIUM KVASS (0.6L)
	+15
	+65
	

	[image: ]
	CAN OF HOT ROD ENERGY DRINK
	+10
	+20
	BARTER ITEM


BUFFS:
1S DELAY; 300S DURATION:
INCREASES ENDURANCE (+1)
INCREASES STRENGTH (+1)
INCREASES MAG DRILLS (+1)

	[image: ]
	JAR OF DEVILDOG MAYO
	+100
	-99
	QUESTS:
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR
DEBUFFS:
300S DURATION:
DECREASES METABOLISM (-3)

	[image: ]
	CAN OF SPRATS
	+55
	-5
	BARTER ITEM

QUESTS:
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

	[image: ]
	CANISTER WITH PURIFIED WATER
	+25
	+100
	BARTER ITEM
CRAFTING ITEM


REMOVES:
TOXICATION
RADIATION EXPOSURE

BUFFS:
3S DELAY; 60S DURATION:
INCREASES HEALTH REGENERATION (+1)
1S DELAY; 600S DURATION:
INCREASES ENDURANCE (+1)
INCREASES STRENGTH (+1)
INCREASES VITALITY (+1)
INCREASES HEALTH (+1)
INCREASES STRESS RESISTANCE (+1)
INCREASES METABOLISM (+1)
INCREASES IMMUNITY (+1)
INCREASES INTELLECT (+1)
INCREASES MEMORY (+1)
INCREASES PERCEPTION (+1)
INCREASES ATTENTION (+1)

	[image: ]
	"FIERCE HATCHLING" MOONSHINE
	+20
	-10
	BARTER ITEM
CRAFTING ITEM


REMOVES:
TOXICATION
RADIATION EXPOSURE

BUFFS:
1S DELAY; 500S DURATION:
REMOVES [image: Pain]
INCREASES STRESS RESISTANCE (+3)

DEBUFFS:
1S DELAY; 500S DURATION:
DECREASES HEALTH (-1)
DECREASES MEMORY (-5)

510S DELAY; 150S DURATION:
CAUSES HAND TREMOR

	[image: ]
	BOTTLE OF TARKOVSKAYA VODKA
	+0
	-50
	BARTER ITEM
CRAFTING ITEM
REMOVES RADIATION EXPOSURE
BUFFS:
1S DELAY; 250S DURATION:
REMOVES [image: ]
INCREASES STRESS RESISTANCE (+5)

DEBUFFS:
1S DELAY; 250S DURATION:
DECREASES HEALTH (-5)
DECREASES MEMORY (-10)
255S DELAY; 120S DURATION:
CAUSES HAND TREMOR

	[image: ]
	BOTTLE OF DAN JACKIEL WHISKEY
	+10
	-35
	BARTER ITEM


BUFFS:
1S DELAY; 210S DURATION:
REMOVES [image: Pain]
INCREASES STRESS RESISTANCE (+2)

DEBUFFS:
1S DELAY; 210S DURATION:
DECREASES HEALTH (-2)
DECREASES MEMORY (-3)

220S DELAY; 60S DURATION:
CAUSES HAND TREMOR

	[image: ]
	CAN OF RATCOLA SODA
	+20
	+20
	QUESTS:
1 NEEDS TO BE FOUND IN RAID FOR THE QUEST COLLECTOR

BUFFS:
1S DELAY; 60S DURATION:
INCREASES ENERGY (+0.1/S)



		PROVISIONS

	

		FOOD
	
	ARMY CRACKERS · CAN OF CONDENSED MILK · SLICKERS CHOCOLATE BAR · PACK OF SUGAR · CAN OF PACIFIC SAURY · RYE CROUTONS · EMELYA RYE CROUTONS · CAN OF HUMPBACK SALMON · CAN OF GREEN PEAS · CAN OF BEEF STEW (SMALL) · CAN OF BEEF STEW (LARGE) · PACK OF OAT FLAKES · CAN OF HERRING · CAN OF SQUASH SPREAD · ALYONKA CHOCOLATE BAR · ISKRA RATION PACK · MRE RATION PACK · JAR OF DEVILDOG MAYO · CAN OF SPRATS

	

	DRINKS
	
	BOTTLE OF WATER (0.6L) · AQUAMARI WATER BOTTLE WITH FILTER · PACK OF RUSSIAN ARMY PINEAPPLE JUICE · CAN OF ICE GREEN TEA · PACK OF APPLE JUICE · BOTTLE OF "NORVINSKIY YADRENIY" PREMIUM KVASS (0.6L) · PACK OF GRAND JUICE · PACK OF VITA JUICE · CAN OF MAX ENERGY ENERGY DRINK · CAN OF TARCOLA SODA · PACK OF MILK · CAN OF HOT ROD ENERGY DRINK · CANISTER WITH PURIFIED WATER · "FIERCE HATCHLING" MOONSHINE · BOTTLE OF DAN JACKIEL WHISKEY · BOTTLE OF TARKOVSKAYA VODKA · EMERGENCY WATER RATION · CAN OF RATCOLA SODA









WEAPON MODS
[image: ]
THE AK-74N IN THE MODDING SCREEN.
WEAPON MODS ARE EXPANSIVE SYSTEMS DIVIDED INTO THREE CATEGORIES TO DETERMINE THE FUNCTIONALITY OF THE WEAPON AND ITS PERFORMANCE.

FUNCTIONAL MODS
BIPODS
FOREGRIPS
FLASHLIGHTS
TACTICAL COMBO DEVICES
AUXILIARY PARTS
	ICON 
	NAME 
	RECOIL % 
	ERGONOMICS 

	[image: ]
	HARRIS HBR BIPOD
	-5
	+10

	[image: ]
	SV-98 BIPOD
	-5
	+10



MUZZLE DEVICES (FUNCTIONAL MODS)
MUZZLE ADAPTERS
FLASH HIDERS & MUZZLE BRAKES
SUPPRESSORS
	ICON 
	NAME 
	RECOIL % 
	ERGONOMICS 
	ACCURACY % 
	MUZZLE VELOCITY 
	DURABILITY BURN % 
	HEAT % 

	[image: ]
	MTS-255-12 12GA CHOKE
	-2
	
	+3
	+0.25
	-2
	-1

	[image: ]
	AWC PSR MUZZLE BRAKE PROTECTOR
	
	+2
	
	
	-5
	

	[image: ]
	HK USP TACTICAL THREAD PROTECTOR
	
	+1
	
	
	-5
	

	[image: ]
	AKM 7.62X39 KIBA ARMS .308 MUZZLE DEVICE ADAPTER
	-1
	-1
	
	
	
	

	[image: ]
	AK 7.62X39 TAKTIKA TULA MUZZLE ADAPTER
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[image: ]
	GEMTECH ONE DIRECT THREAD MOUNT ADAPTER
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[image: ]
	ME CYLINDER 12GA MUZZLE ADAPTER
	
	-1
	
	+0.25
	
	-1

	[image: ]
	HK MP5 3-LUG THREADED MUZZLE PROTECTOR
	
	-1
	
	
	-2
	

	[image: ]
	SILENCERCO SALVO 12 CHOKE ADAPTER
	-1
	
	+1
	+0.25
	
	-1.3

	[image: ]
	SILENCERCO SALVO 12 THREAD ADAPTER
	-1
	
	+1
	+0.25
	
	-1.3
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	SILENCERCO HYBRID 46 DIRECT THREAD MOUNT ADAPTER
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	HK MP5 3-LUG THREAD PROTECTOR
	
	+1
	
	
	
	

	[image: ]
	P226 THREAD PROTECTION CAP
	
	+1
	
	
	-2
	

	[image: ]
	PP-91-01 "KEDR-B" MUZZLE THREAD PIECE
	-10
	
	
	+0.5
	
	

	[image: ]
	SOK-12 THREAD PROTECTION TUBE
	
	+1
	
	
	
	

	[image: ]
	GLOCK 9X19 ALPHA WOLF THREAD PROTECTOR
	
	+1
	
	
	-2
	

	[image: ]
	GLOCK 9X19 DOUBLE DIAMOND THREAD PROTECTOR
	
	+1
	
	
	-2
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	GLOCK SAI THREAD PROTECTOR
	
	+1
	
	
	-3
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	M9A3 THREAD PROTECTION CAP
	
	+1
	
	
	-2
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	MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R WEAPON TUNING THREAD ADAPTER
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[image: ]
	SKS 7.62X39 WEAPON TUNING THREAD ADAPTER
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[image: ]
	LANTAC BMD BLAST MITIGATION DEVICE A3 DIRECT THREAD ADAPTER
	-1
	-1
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	MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R CUSTOM THREAD ADAPTER
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	MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R TIGER ROCK THREAD ADAPTER
	-1
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	REMINGTON M700 THREAD PROTECTION CAP
	
	+1
	
	
	-2
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	SVDS ROTOR 43 THREAD ADAPTER
	
	-1
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	VPO-215 "GORNOSTAY" THREAD PROTECTION CAP
	
	+1
	
	
	-5
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	MP9 9X19 SOUND SUPPRESSOR ADAPTER
	
	-1
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	AK 5.56X45 CNC WARRIOR MUZZLE DEVICE ADAPTER
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	RFB THREAD SPACER
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	RFB THREAD PROTECTION CAP
	
	+1
	
	
	-2
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	SIG SAUER TAPER-LOK MUZZLE ADAPTER
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[image: ]
	SILENCERCO OMEGA 45K DIRECT THREAD MOUNT ADAPTER
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[image: ]
	SILENCERCO OMEGA 45K PISTON MOUNT ADAPTER
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	KRISS VECTOR 9X19 THREAD PROTECTION CAP
	
	+1
	
	
	-4
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	KRISS VECTOR .45 ACP THREAD PROTECTION CAP
	
	+1
	
	
	-4
	


[image: Tracker]

SIGHTS (FUNCTIONAL MODS)
ASSAULT SCOPES
REFLEX SIGHTS
COMPACT REFLEX SIGHTS
IRON SIGHTS
SCOPES
THERMAL SCOPES
NIGHT VISION SCOPES
	ICON 
	NAME 
	ERGONOMICS 
	SIGHTING RANGE 
	MAGNIFICATION 

	[image: ]
	ELCAN SPECTERDR 1X/4X SCOPE
	-4
	800
	4X/1X

	[image: ]
	LEUPOLD MARK 4 HAMR 4X24MM DELTAPOINT HYBRID ASSAULT SCOPE
	-3.5
	800
	4X

	[image: ]
	PRIMARY ARMS COMPACT PRISM SCOPE 2.5X
	-3
	800
	2.5X

	[image: ]
	SIG SAUER BRAVO4 4X30 SCOPE
	-2
	800
	4X

	[image: ]
	TRIJICON ACOG 3.5X35 SCOPE
	-2
	800
	3.5X

	[image: ]
	TRIJICON ACOG TA01NSN 4X32 SCOPE
	-2
	800
	4X

	[image: ]
	VALDAY PS-320 1/6X SCOPE
	-5
	1000
	6X/1X

	[image: ]
	MONSTRUM TACTICAL COMPACT PRISM SCOPE 2X32
	-3
	500
	2X


GEAR MODS
CHARGING HANDLES
MAGAZINES
MOUNTS
STOCKS & CHASSIS
	ICON 
	NAME 
	ERGONOMICS 

	[image: ]
	HK417 EXTENDED CHARGING HANDLE
	+1
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	AK CSS KNURLED CHARGING HANDLE
	+3
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	FN SCAR CHARGING HANDLE
	+1

	[image: ]
	MK47 AMBIDEXTROUS CHARGING HANDLE
	+1

	[image: ]
	MPX GEISSELE SCH CHARGING HANDLE
	+2
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	AR-15 ADAR 2-15 CHARGING HANDLE
	

	[image: ]
	HK EXTENDED LATCH CHARGING HANDLE
	+1

	[image: ]
	AK ZENIT RP-1 CHARGING HANDLE
	+1

	[image: ]
	AR-15 BADGER ORDNANCE TACTICAL CHARGING HANDLE LATCH
	+1

	[image: ]
	AR-15 RADIAN WEAPONS RAPTOR CHARGING HANDLE
	+3

	[image: ]
	AR-15 COLT CHARGING HANDLE
	

	[image: ]
	HK MP5 COCKING HANDLE
	

	[image: ]
	MPX DOUBLE LATCH CHARGING HANDLE
	+1

	[image: ]
	MPX SINGLE LATCH CHARGING HANDLE
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	FN P90 CHARGING HANDLE
	

	[image: ]
	FN P90 K&M THE HANDLER CHARGING HANDLE
	+1
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	HK MP5K COCKING HANDLE
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	AR-10 KAC AMBIDEXTROUS CHARGING HANDLE
	+1
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	MP9 CHARGING HANDLE
	

	[image: ]
	AR-10 KAC CHARGING HANDLE
	

	[image: ]
	AR-15 GEISSELE ACH CHARGING HANDLE
	+2

	[image: ]
	AR-15 RAINIER ARMS AVALANCHE MOD2 CHARGING HANDLE
	+3

	[image: ]
	MCX CHARGING HANDLE
	

	[image: ]
	AR-15 MASP INDUSTRIES AMBIDEXTROUS BATTLE CHARGING HANDLE
	+1


VITAL PARTS
BARRELS
GAS BLOCKS
HANDGUARDS
PISTOL GRIPS
RECEIVERS & SLIDES
	ICON 
	NAME 
	RECOIL % 
	ERGONOMICS 
	ACCURACY % 
	MUZZLE VELOCITY 
	DURABILITY BURN % 
	HEAT % 
	COOLING % 

	[image: ]
	MTS-255-12 12GA 755MM BARREL WITH RIB
	-10
	-18
	
	+18.9
	+8
	-18
	-14

	[image: ]
	MP-43 12GA 750MM BARREL
	-14
	-11
	
	+17
	
	-22.1
	-18.3

	[image: ]
	HK417 7.62X51 16.5 INCH BARREL
	-6
	-13
	
	-6.58
	-18
	-7
	-2

	[image: ]
	HK USP TACTICAL .45 ACP THREADED BARREL
	-2
	-3
	
	-2.18
	
	+10
	+15

	[image: ]
	HK USP MATCH .45 ACP BARREL
	-4
	-7
	+2
	+1.28
	-3
	+6
	+9

	[image: ]
	HK USP EXPERT .45 ACP BARREL
	-2.5
	-4
	
	-1.58
	
	+10
	+15

	[image: ]
	HK USP ELITE .45 ACP BARREL
	-3
	-6
	+1
	+2.28
	-2
	+6
	+9

	[image: ]
	HK USP .45 ACP STANDARD BARREL
	-2
	-4
	
	-2.28
	
	+14
	+21

	[image: ]
	HK UMP .45 ACP 8 INCH THREADED BARREL
	-5
	-5
	
	-15.1
	
	+3
	+6

	[image: ]
	FN SCAR-L 5.56X45 18 INCH BARREL
	-6
	-19
	
	-4.48
	
	-4
	-4

	[image: ]
	FN SCAR-L 5.56X45 14 INCH BARREL
	-4
	-13
	
	-8
	-6
	+2
	+3

	[image: ]
	FN SCAR-L 5.56X45 10 INCH BARREL
	-2
	-5
	
	-15
	-18
	+6
	+9

	[image: ]
	FN SCAR-H 7.62X51 20 INCH BARREL
	-10
	-22
	
	-4.48
	+5
	-10
	-8

	[image: ]
	FN SCAR-H 7.62X51 16 INCH BARREL
	-6
	-13
	
	-6.48
	
	-6
	-6

	[image: ]
	FN SCAR-H 7.62X51 13 INCH BARREL
	-3
	-6
	
	-8
	-8
	-4
	-4

	[image: ]
	MP-43-1C 12GA 725MM BARREL
	-12
	-9
	
	+15.21
	-2
	-20.2
	-16.4

	[image: ]
	MP-43-1C 12GA 510MM BARREL
	-5
	-5
	
	+7
	-11
	-12.6
	-8.8

	[image: ]
	MP-155 510MM BARREL
	-3
	-5
	
	+5.4
	-5
	-8
	-4

	[image: ]
	MK47 409MM BARREL
	-4
	-19
	
	-6.48
	
	-6
	-1

	[image: ]
	MK47 254MM BARREL
	-2
	-7
	
	-16.31
	-13
	+2
	+9

	[image: ]
	HK 416A5 5.56X45 10.6 INCH BARREL
	-1
	-5
	
	-18
	-18
	+6
	+9

	[image: ]
	MPX 9X19 10.5 INCH BARREL
	-4
	-9
	
	
	+5
	-3
	+3

	[image: ]
	MPX 9X19 6.5 INCH BARREL
	-1
	-3
	
	-10
	-15
	+4
	+7

	[image: ]
	MDR 5.56X45 16 INCH BARREL
	-9
	-6
	
	-5
	
	-2
	-1

	[image: ]
	SVDS 7.62X54R 22 INCH BARREL
	-7
	-10
	
	-6.18
	
	-13
	-8

	[image: ]
	MPX 9X19 4.5 INCH BARREL
	
	-2
	
	-16
	-22
	+6
	+9

	[image: ]
	MPX 9X19 14 INCH BARREL
	-7
	-14
	
	+4
	+10
	-6
	-2

	[image: ]
	AR-15 5.56X45 MOLOT ARMS 406MM BARREL
	-4
	-15
	
	-5.48
	+4
	-2
	-1
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	REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 20 INCH BARREL
	-4
	-11
	
	+10.4
	
	-15
	-10

	[image: ]
	REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 26 INCH BARREL
	-9
	-14
	
	+12.6
	
	-18
	-14

	[image: ]
	MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R SAWN-OFF 200MM BARREL
	
	-2
	
	-1
	-19
	-8
	-2

	[image: ]
	MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R SAWN-OFF 220MM THREADED BARREL
	-1
	-1
	
	-2
	-16
	-8
	-2

	[image: ]
	MOSIN CARBINE 7.62X54R 514MM BARREL
	-8
	-8
	
	+8.2
	
	-15
	-10

	[image: ]
	RPK-16 5.45X39 15 INCH BARREL
	-3
	-2
	
	-8
	
	+2
	+3

	[image: ]
	RPK-16 5.45X39 22 INCH BARREL
	-7
	-11
	
	-5
	+10
	-8
	-7

	[image: ]
	HK 416A5 5.56X45 11 INCH BARREL
	-2
	-8
	
	-16
	-15
	+4
	+6

	[image: ]
	HK 416A5 5.56X45 14.5 INCH BARREL
	-3
	-15
	
	-8
	-6
	+2
	+3

	[image: ]
	HK 416A5 5.56X45 16.5 INCH BARREL WITH FLIP-UP FRONT SIGHT
	-5
	-20
	
	-5
	
	-2
	-1

	[image: ]
	HK 416A5 5.56X45 20 INCH BARREL
	-7
	-30
	
	+3
	+10
	-6
	-6

	[image: ]
	SA-58 7.62X51 11 INCH BARREL
	-2
	-8
	+2
	-12
	-15
	-2
	-1

	[image: ]
	SA-58 7.62X51 16 INCH BARREL
	-6
	-18
	+5
	-8
	
	-6
	-6

	[image: ]
	SA-58 7.62X51 21 INCH BARREL
	-8
	-28
	+10
	-3
	+10
	-12
	-9

	[image: ]
	M1A 7.62X51 22 INCH BARREL
	-9
	-17
	
	-6.18
	
	-13
	-8

	[image: ]
	MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R 730MM REGULAR BARREL
	-10
	-13
	
	+10.4
	
	-19
	-15

	[image: ]
	M1A 7.62X51 16 INCH BARREL
	-5
	-12
	
	-6.48
	
	-7
	-2
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	AR-10 7.62X51 18 INCH BARREL
	-5
	-13
	
	-6.48
	
	-9
	-4

	[image: ]
	MP-133 12GA 510MM BARREL
	-3
	-5
	
	+5.4
	-5
	-8
	-4

	[image: ]
	DVL-10 7.62X51 500MM BARREL
	-4
	-10
	
	+8.4
	+61
	-5
	-10

	[image: ]
	TT 7.62X25 116MM BARREL
	-3
	-4
	
	-2.32
	
	+12
	+18

	[image: ]
	TT 7.62X25 116MM GILDED BARREL
	-3
	-4
	
	-2.32
	
	+12
	+18

	[image: ]
	TT 7.62X25 121MM HOMESPUN THREADED BARREL
	-3.25
	-5
	
	-2.31
	
	+12
	+18

	[image: ]
	P226 9X19 THREADED BARREL
	-3
	-4
	
	-2.28
	
	+14
	+21

	[image: ]
	AR-15 5.56X45 260MM BARREL
	-2
	-7
	
	-16.31
	-17
	+6
	+9

	[image: ]
	AR-15 5.56X45 370MM BARREL
	-3
	-14
	
	-6.48
	-4
	+2
	+3

	[image: ]
	MPX-SD 9X19 165MM BARREL
	-2
	-3
	
	-16.31
	-6
	+4
	+7

	[image: ]
	MPX 9X19 203MM BARREL
	-3
	-6
	
	-12.31
	
	+3
	+6

	[image: ]
	MP-133 12GA 510MM BARREL WITH RIB
	-3
	-3
	
	+5.4
	-5
	-8
	-4

	[image: ]
	MP-133 12GA 540MM BARREL
	-3.5
	-6
	
	+8.1
	-3
	-10
	-6

	[image: ]
	MP-133 12GA 540MM BARREL WITH RIB
	-3.5
	-5
	
	+8.1
	-3
	-10
	-6

	[image: ]
	MP-133 12GA 610MM BARREL
	-4
	-7
	
	+10.8
	
	-12
	-8

	[image: ]
	MP-133 12GA 610MM BARREL WITH RIB
	-4
	-6
	
	+10.8
	
	-12
	-8
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	MP-133 12GA 660MM BARREL
	-6
	-12
	
	+13.5
	
	-14
	-10

	[image: ]
	MP-133 12GA 660MM BARREL WITH RIB
	-6
	-10
	
	+13.5
	
	-14
	-10
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	MP-133 12GA 710MM BARREL
	-9
	-13
	
	+16.2
	+4
	-16
	-12

	[image: ]
	MP-133 12GA 710MM BARREL WITH RIB
	-9
	-12
	
	+16.2
	+4
	-16
	-12

	[image: ]
	MP-133 12GA 750MM BARREL
	-10
	-19
	
	+18.9
	+10
	-18
	-14

	[image: ]
	MP-133 12GA 750MM BARREL WITH RIB
	-10
	-17
	
	+18.9
	+10
	-18
	-14

	[image: ]
	MP-153 12GA 610MM BARREL
	-4
	-7
	
	+9.8
	
	-12
	-8

	[image: ]
	MP-153 12GA 660MM BARREL
	-6
	-12
	
	+12.5
	
	-14
	-10

	[image: ]
	MP-153 12GA 750MM BARREL
	-10
	-20
	
	+17.91
	+10
	-18
	-14

	[image: ]
	P226 9X19 112MM BARREL
	-3
	-5
	
	-2.27
	
	+14
	+21

	[image: ]
	DVL-10 M2 7.62X51 660MM BARREL
	-5
	-13
	
	+11.5
	+5
	-10
	-14

	[image: ]
	AR-10 7.62X51 22 INCH BARREL
	-9
	-22
	
	-4.48
	+9
	-13
	-8

	[image: ]
	MP-153 12GA 710MM BARREL
	-9
	-16
	
	+15.21
	+4
	-16
	-12

	[image: ]
	GLOCK 9X19 LONE WOLF THREADED BARREL
	-4
	-4
	
	-2.28
	-20
	+14
	+21

	[image: ]
	M870 12GA 660MM VENT RIB BARREL
	-9
	-12
	
	+5.4
	+8
	-14
	-10

	[image: ]
	M870 12GA 508MM BARREL
	-6
	-8
	
	+5.4
	
	-8
	-4

	[image: ]
	GLOCK 17 9X19 BARREL
	-3
	-5
	
	-2.28
	
	+14
	+21

	[image: ]
	M870 12GA SAWN-OFF 325MM BARREL
	-1
	+2
	
	+2.4
	-18
	-2
	+4

	[image: ]
	M870 12GA 355MM BARREL
	-2
	-3
	
	+3.4
	-14
	-4
	+2

	[image: ]
	M870 12GA 508MM BARREL WITH A FIXED SIGHT
	-6
	-7
	
	+5.4
	
	-8
	-4
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	GLOCK 9X19 DOUBLE DIAMOND THREADED BARREL
	-3
	-5
	
	-2.28
	-14
	+14
	+21

	[image: ]
	GLOCK 17 9X19 BARREL WITH A COMPENSATOR
	-5
	-5
	
	-4.28
	-10
	+14
	+21

	[image: ]
	GLOCK 9X19 SAI THREADED BARREL
	-8
	-3
	
	-1.28
	-26
	+14
	+21

	[image: ]
	GLOCK 18C 9X19 BARREL WITH A COMPENSATOR
	-6
	-5
	
	-4.28
	-6
	+14
	+21

	[image: ]
	M9A3 9X19 THREADED BARREL
	-3
	-4
	
	-2.4
	
	+10
	+15

	[image: ]
	FN P90 5.7X28 10.5 INCH BARREL
	-5
	-3
	
	+1.2
	
	-3
	+3

	[image: ]
	FN P90 5.7X28 16 INCH BARREL
	-13
	-13
	
	+2.2
	+10
	-8
	-4

	[image: ]
	REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 26 INCH STAINLESS STEEL BARREL
	-9
	-14
	
	+11.5
	-14
	-18
	-14

	[image: ]
	REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 20 INCH STAINLESS STEEL BARREL
	-4
	-10
	
	+8.8
	-20
	-15
	-10

	[image: ]
	FN FIVE-SEVEN 5.7X28 BARREL
	-3
	
	
	-1.28
	
	+12
	+18

	[image: ]
	FN FIVE-SEVEN 5.7X28 THREADED BARREL
	-3
	
	
	-1.28
	
	+12
	+18

	[image: ]
	AR-15 5.56X45 18 INCH BARREL
	-5
	-22
	
	-4.2
	
	-4
	-4

	[image: ]
	AR-15 5.56X45 20 INCH BARREL
	-6
	-29
	
	-3.1
	+5
	-6
	-6

	[image: ]
	T-5000M 7.62X51 660MM BARREL
	-5
	-10
	
	+11.5
	
	-18
	-14

	[image: ]
	SR-25 7.62X51 20 INCH BARREL
	-9
	-21
	
	-4.48
	
	-11
	-6

	[image: ]
	SR-25 7.62X51 16 INCH BARREL
	-5
	-12
	
	-6.48
	
	-7
	-2

	[image: ]
	VPO-215 "GORNOSTAY" .366TKM 23 INCH BARREL
	-7
	-8
	
	+6.48
	
	-17
	-12

	[image: ]
	MDR 7.62X51 16 INCH BARREL
	-10
	-6
	
	-5.58
	
	-6
	-6

	[image: ]
	M1911A1 .45 ACP 127MM BARREL
	-3
	-5
	
	-1.28
	
	+10
	+15

	[image: ]
	PPSH-41 7.62X25 10.6 INCH BARREL
	-3
	-5
	
	-2
	
	-3
	+3

	[image: ]
	MOSSBERG 590A1 12GA 20 INCH BARREL
	-6
	-8
	+5
	+5.2
	
	-8
	-4

	[image: ]
	KS-23 23X75 510MM BARREL
	-4
	-4
	
	+1.4
	-9
	-12
	-8

	[image: ]
	KS-23 23X75 700MM BARREL
	-8
	-10
	
	+2.4
	
	-18
	-14

	[image: ]
	RFB 7.62X51 18 INCH BARREL
	-6
	-11
	
	-4.2
	
	-9
	-4

	[image: ]
	M1911A1 .45 ACP NATIONAL MATCH BARREL
	-3
	-3
	
	-1.08
	-10
	+10
	+15

	[image: ]
	M1911A1 .45 ACP THREADED BARREL
	-3
	-4
	
	-0.78
	
	+8
	+12
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	MCX .300 BLK 171MM BARREL
	-3
	-4
	
	-16.31
	-7
	+6
	+9

	[image: ]
	MCX .300 BLK 229MM BARREL
	-5
	-6
	
	-12.31
	
	+2
	+3

	[image: ]
	KRISS VECTOR 9X19 5 INCH BARREL
	-3
	
	
	-2.48
	-5
	+5
	+8

	[image: ]
	KRISS VECTOR 9X19 6 INCH BARREL
	-4
	-2
	
	-0.48
	
	+4
	+7
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	KRISS VECTOR .45 ACP 5 INCH BARREL
	-3
	
	
	-2.78
	-5
	+5
	+8
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	KRISS VECTOR .45 ACP 6 INCH BARREL
	-4
	-2
	
	-0.78
	
	+4
	+7
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	HK UMP .45 ACP 8 INCH BARREL
	-5
	-6
	
	-15.31
	
	+3
	+6
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	MK-18 .338 LM 24 INCH BARREL
	-4
	-12
	
	-2.1
	
	-15
	-10
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	PL-15 9X19 BARREL
	-3
	-5
	
	-2.28
	
	+14
	+21
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	PL-15 9X19 THREADED BARREL
	-3
	-4
	
	-2.28
	
	+14
	+21
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	STM-9 9X19 10.5 INCH BARREL
	-4
	-10
	
	
	-19
	-3
	+3

	[image: ]
	STM-9 9X19 12 INCH BARREL
	-5
	-12
	
	+1.2
	-8
	-4
	+2

	[image: ]
	STM-9 9X19 14 INCH BARREL
	-8
	-15
	
	+3.2
	
	-6
	-2

	[image: ]
	STM-9 9X19 16 INCH BARREL
	-10
	-19
	
	+4.48
	+7
	-8
	-4

		FUNCTIONAL MODS

	

		BIPODS
	
	HARRIS HBR BIPOD · SV-98 BIPOD

	

	FLASHLIGHTS
	
	ARMYTEK PREDATOR PRO V3 XHP35 HI FLASHLIGHT · ULTRAFIRE WF-501B FLASHLIGHT

	

	FOREGRIPS
	
	BCM GUNFIGHTER MOD 3 VERTICAL FOREGRIP · FORTIS SHIFT TACTICAL FOREGRIP · HERA ARMS CQR TACTICAL FOREGRIP · KAC VERTICAL FOREGRIP · MAGPUL AFG TACTICAL FOREGRIP · MAGPUL M-LOK AFG TACTICAL FOREGRIP · MAGPUL RVG FOREGRIP · STARK SE-5 EXPRESS FORWARD FOREGRIP · STRIKE INDUSTRIES COBRA TACTICAL FOREGRIP · TANGODOWN STUBBY BGV-MK46K FOREGRIP · VIKING TACTICS UVG TACTICAL FOREGRIP · ZENIT RK-0 TACTICAL FOREGRIP · ZENIT RK-1 TACTICAL FOREGRIP ON B-25U MOUNT · ZENIT RK-1 TACTICAL FOREGRIP · ZENIT RK-2 TACTICAL FOREGRIP · ZENIT RK-4 TACTICAL FOREGRIP · ZENIT RK-5 TACTICAL FOREGRIP · ZENIT RK-6 TACTICAL FOREGRIP · ASH-12 VERTICAL FOREGRIP · RTM PILLAU TACTICAL FOREGRIP · MP9-N VERTICAL FOREGRIP · ORSIS T-5000M PADDED HANDGUARD GRIP · TACTICAL DYNAMICS SKELETONIZED FOREGRIP · A3 TACTICAL MVF001 KEYMOD VERTICAL FOREGRIP (BLACK) · SIG SAUER VERTICAL FOREGRIP KEYMOD (BLACK) · HK STURMGRIFF FOREGRIP · MONSTRUM TACTICAL VERTICAL FORE GRIP KEYMOD

	

	RAIL COVERS
	
	KAC "URX 3/3.1" SHORT PANEL · KAC "URX 3/3.1" LONG PANEL · KAC "URX 3/3.1" STOPPER PANEL

	

	COMB. TACT. DEVICES
	
	ZENIT KLESCH-2IKS FLASHLIGHT WITH LASER · ZENIT KLESCH-2P FLASHLIGHT WITH LASER · ZENIT KLESCH-2U TACTICAL FLASHLIGHT · AN/PEQ-15 TACTICAL DEVICE · TT DLP TACTICAL PRECISION LAM-MODULE · GLOCK GTL 21 TACTICAL FLASHLIGHT WITH LASER · HOLOSUN LS321 TACTICAL DEVICE · LA-5B/PEQ TACTICAL DEVICE · STEINER LAS/TAC 2 TACTICAL FLASHLIGHT · SUREFIRE XC1 TACTICAL FLASHLIGHT · SUREFIRE X400 ULTRA TACTICAL FLASHLIGHT WITH LASER · ZENIT PERST-3 TACTICAL DEVICE · NCSTAR TACTICAL BLUE LASER LAM-MODULE · AN/PEQ-2 TACTICAL DEVICE · STEINER DBAL-PL TACTICAL FLASHLIGHT WITH LASER

	

	AUXILIARY PARTS
	
	FAB DEFENSE PROTECTION CAP FOR AGR-870 · AXION KOBRA SIGHT SHADE · SV-98 SOUND SUPPRESSOR HEAT SHIELD · NSPU-M SCOPE EYECUP · PSO SCOPE EYECUP · TRIJICON REAP-IR SCOPE EYECUP · SV-98 ANTI-HEAT RIBBON · ARMASIGHT VULCAN MG SCOPE EYECUP · GLOCK ZEV TECH SIGHT MOUNT CAP · NPZ USP-1 SCOPE EYECUP · KMZ 1P59 SCOPE EYECUP · M1911A1 SLIDE STOP · M1911A1 HAMMER · M1911A1 TRIGGER · M1911A1 WILSON EXTENDED SLIDE STOP · M1911A1 STI HEX HAMMER · M1911A1 WILSON RETRO COMMANDER HAMMER · M1911A1 WILSON ULTRALIGHT SKELETONIZED HAMMER · M1911A1 CASPIAN ARMS TRIK TRIGGER · M45A1 TRIGGER · M45A1 HAMMER · M45A1 SLIDE LOCK · STM-9 MAGWELL · MP-155 ULTIMA PISTOL GRIP RUBBER PAD · MP-155 ULTIMA UNDERBARREL MOUNT · NPZ 1P78 SCOPE EYECUP · HK USP HAMMER · HK USP SLIDE LOCK · HK USP TRIGGER



	









	
	FLASH HIDERS & MUZZLE BRAKES (FUNCTIONAL MODS)

	

		5.45X39MM
	
	AK-74 5.45X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR (6P20 0-20) · AKS-74U 5.45X39 MUZZLE BRAKE (6P26 0-20) · RPK-16 5.45X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · AK-105 5.45X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR (6P44 0-20) · AK-74M 5.45X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR (6P20 0-20) · PWS CQB 74 5.45X39 MUZZLE BRAKE · AK ZENIT DTK-1 7.62X39/5.45X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · AK-74 5.45X39 SRVV MUZZLE BRAKE · AK-74 THREAD TYPE JMAC CUSTOMS RRD-4C MULTI-CALIBER MUZZLE BRAKE · AK HEXAGON "REACTOR" 5.45X39 MUZZLE BRAKE

	

	5.56X45MM NATO
	
	AAC BLACKOUT 51T 5.56X45 FLASH HIDER · AR-15 ADAR 2-15 5.56X45 FLASH HIDER · YANKEE HILL ANNIHILATOR MULTI-CALIBER FLASH HIDER · AR-15 COLT USGI A2 5.56X45 FLASH HIDER · AK-101 5.56X45 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · AK-101 5.56X45 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · KAC QDC 5.56X45 FLASH SUPPRESSOR KIT · DESERT TECH 5.56X45 FLASH HIDER · VENDETTA PRECISION VP-09 INTERCEPTOR 5.56X45 MUZZLE BRAKE · NOVESKE KX3 5.56X45 FLASH HIDER · PWS CQB 5.56X45 MUZZLE BRAKE · AR-15 SAI JAILBRAKE 5.56X45 MUZZLE DEVICE · AR-15 SUREFIRE SF3P 5.56X45 FLASH HIDER · AR-15 SUREFIRE WARCOMP 5.56X45 FLASH HIDER · AR-15 TROY CLAYMORE 5.56X45 MUZZLE BRAKE · AR-15 BULLETEC ST-6012 5.56X45 MUZZLE BRAKE · DANIEL DEFENSE WAVE 5.56X45 MUZZLE BRAKE · THUNDER BEAST ARMS 223CB 5.56X45 MUZZLE BRAKE · AR-15 NORDIC COMPONENTS CORVETTE 5.56X45 COMPENSATOR · AR-15 SUREFIRE FH556RC 5.56X45 FLASH HIDER · FERFRANS CQB 5.56X45 MUZZLE BRAKE · FERFRANS CRD CONCUSSION REDUCTION DEVICE 5.56X45 · SILENCERCO ASR 51T 5.56X45 FLASH HIDER · AWC PSR 5.56X45 MUZZLE BRAKE · BLITZ 5.56X45 FLASH HIDER · FN SCAR-L 5.56X45 FLASH HIDER · TAA ZK-23 5.56X45 MUZZLE BRAKE

	

	7.62X25MM TOKAREV
	
	TT PM-LASER DTK-TT MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR

	

	7.62X39MM
	
	YANKEE HILL ANNIHILATOR MULTI-CALIBER FLASH HIDER · AKM 7.62X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR (6P1 0-14) · AKML SYSTEM 7.62X39 FLASH HIDER · AK-103 7.62X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · AK-104 7.62X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR (6P46 0-20) · AK 7.62X39 LANTAC DRAKON MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · VPO-136 "VEPR-KM" 7.62X39 MUZZLE BRAKE & COMPENSATOR · AK SPIKES TACTICAL DYNACOMP 7.62X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · AK 7.62X39 VENOM TACTICAL ANTIDOTE MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · AK ZENIT DTK-1 7.62X39/5.45X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · AK 7.62X39 SRVV MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · AR-10 NORDIC COMPONENTS CORVETTE 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE · AKM THREAD TYPE JMAC CUSTOMS RRD-4C 7.62X39 MUZZLE BRAKE

	

	7.62X51MM NATO
	
	AAC BLACKOUT 51T 7.62X51 FLASH HIDER · AR-10 2A ARMANENT X3 7.62X51 COMPENSATOR · SA-58 7.62X51 3-PRONG TRIDENT FLASH HIDER · SA-58 7.62X51 AUSTRIAN STYLE MUZZLE BRAKE · DVL-10 M2 MUZZLE BRAKE · DVL-10 MUZZLE DEVICE · M14 GOOD IRON 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · M14 JP ENTERPRISES 7.62X51 TACTICAL MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · LANTAC DRAKON 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · AR-10 ODIN WORKS ATLAS-7 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE · M1A NATIONAL MATCH 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · M14 YANKEE HILL PHANTOM 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · M1A SMITH ENTERPRISE SOCOM 16 7.62X51 THREADED MUZZLE BRAKE & GAS BLOCK · M1A SOCOM 16 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · M14 SMITH ENTERPRISE VORTEX 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · AR-10 KEENO ARMS SHREWD 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE · AR-10 PRECISION ARMANENT M11 SEVERE-DUTY 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE · LANTAC BMD 7.62X51 BLAST MITIGATION DEVICE · AR-10 NORDIC COMPONENTS CORVETTE 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE · AR-10 FORTIS RED BRAKE 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE · AR-10 FORTIS RED BRAKE 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE · THUNDER BEAST ARMS 30CB 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE · DANIEL DEFENSE WAVE 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE · KAC QDC 7.62X51 FLASH SUPPRESSOR KIT · ORSIS T-5000M MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · DESERT TECH 7.62X51 FLASH HIDER · RFB 7.62X51 FLASH HIDER · SIG SAUER 7.62X51 3-PRONG FLASH HIDER · SIG SAUER MICRO BRAKE 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE · SIG SAUER TWO PORT BRAKE 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE · AR-10 SUREFIRE PROCOMP 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE · AR-10 CMMG SV BRAKE 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE · AAC SCAR-SD 51T 7.62X51 FLASH HIDER · AR-10 SUREFIRE WARDEN 7.62X51 BLAST REGULATOR · AWC PSR 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE · HK PROLONGED 7.62X51 FLASH HIDER · KAC QDC 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE KIT · TAA ZK-38 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE

	

	7.62X54MMR
	
	SVDS 7.62X54R MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · SV-98 7.62X54R SRVV MK.2.0 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · SV-98 MUZZLE DEVICE · MOSIN RIFLE TACFIRE TANKER STYLE MUZZLE BRAKE · MOSIN RIFLE TEXAS PRECISION PRODUCTS MUZZLE BRAKE · SV-98 7.62X54R THREAD ADAPTER · MOSIN RIFLE WITT MACHINE MUZZLE BRAKE · MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R TIGER ROCK THREAD ADAPTER

	

	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	
	MPX A2 9X19 FLASH HIDER · GLOCK 9X19 ALPHA WOLF BULLNOSE COMPENSATOR · YANKEE HILL ANNIHILATOR MULTI-CALIBER FLASH HIDER · GLOCK 9X19 CARVER CUSTOM "4 PORT" MUZZLE BRAKE · GLOCK 9X19 CARVER CUSTOM "DECELERATOR 3 PORT" COMPENSATOR · GLOCK DOUBLE DIAMOND FLASH HIDER · HK MP5 NOVESKE-STYLE MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · PP-19-01 "VITYAZ" 9X19 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · SAIGA-9 9X19 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · GLOCK 9X19 LONE WOLF LWD-COMP9 COMPENSATOR · GLOCK 9X19 STRIKE INDUSTRIES G4 SLIDECOMP COMPENSATOR · P226 9X19 TJ'S CUSTOM COMPENSATOR · TACCOM CARBINE BRAKE MULTI-CALIBER MUZZLE BRAKE · KRISS VECTOR 9X19 FLASH HIDER · STM-9 9X19 MUZZLE BRAKE · HK MP5 B&T QD MUZZLE BRAKE

	

	.338 LAPUA MAGNUM
	
	SILENCERCO AC-858 ASR .338 LM MUZZLE BRAKE · AWC PSR .338 LM MUZZLE BRAKE



	.366 TKM / 12X70MM / 4.6X30MM HK / 5.7X28MM FN / 12.7X55MM STS-130 / ..45 ACP
	
	HK MP7A1 4.6X30 FLASH HIDER · VPO-209 THREAD PROTECTOR · GK-02 12GA MUZZLE BRAKE · REMINGTON TACTICAL CHOKE 12GA · TROMIX MONSTER CLAW 12GA MUZZLE BRAKE · ASH-12 12.7X55 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · FN P90 5.7X28 FLASH HIDER · M1911A1 ANARCHY OUTDOORS MUZZLE BRAKE · KRISS VECTOR .45 ACP FLASH HIDER



	









	MUZZLE ADAPTERS (FUNCTIONAL MODS)



		

		5.56X45MM NATO
	
	AK 5.56X45 CNC WARRIOR MUZZLE DEVICE ADAPTER

	

	7.62X39MM
	
	SKS 7.62X39 WEAPON TUNING THREAD ADAPTER · AK 7.62X39 TAKTIKA TULA MUZZLE ADAPTER · AKM 7.62X39 KIBA ARMS .308 MUZZLE DEVICE ADAPTER

	

	7.62X51MM NATO
	
	LANTAC BMD BLAST MITIGATION DEVICE A3 DIRECT THREAD ADAPTER · REMINGTON M700 THREAD PROTECTION CAP · REMINGTON M700 THREAD PROTECTION CAP (STAINLESS STEEL) · RFB THREAD SPACER · RFB THREAD PROTECTION CAP

	

	7.62X54MMR
	
	MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R WEAPON TUNING THREAD ADAPTER · MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R CUSTOM THREAD ADAPTER · SVDS ROTOR 43 THREAD ADAPTER

	

	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	
	HK MP5 3-LUG THREAD PROTECTOR · HK MP5 3-LUG THREADED MUZZLE PROTECTOR · GLOCK 9X19 DOUBLE DIAMOND THREAD PROTECTOR · GLOCK SAI THREAD PROTECTOR · P226 THREAD PROTECTION CAP · PP-91-01 "KEDR-B" MUZZLE THREAD PIECE · GLOCK 9X19 ALPHA WOLF THREAD PROTECTOR · M9A3 THREAD PROTECTION CAP · MP9 9X19 SOUND SUPPRESSOR ADAPTER · KRISS VECTOR 9X19 THREAD PROTECTION CAP

	

	.366 TKM
	
	VPO-215 "GORNOSTAY" THREAD PROTECTION CAP

	

	.45 ACP
	
	SILENCERCO OMEGA 45K DIRECT THREAD MOUNT ADAPTER · SILENCERCO OMEGA 45K PISTON MOUNT ADAPTER · KRISS VECTOR .45 ACP THREAD PROTECTION CAP · HK USP TACTICAL THREAD PROTECTOR

	

	12X70MM
	
	ME CYLINDER 12GA MUZZLE ADAPTER · SILENCERCO SALVO 12 CHOKE ADAPTER · SILENCERCO SALVO 12 THREAD ADAPTER · SOK-12 THREAD PROTECTION TUBE · MTS-255-12 12GA CHOKE



	MULTI-CALIBER
	
	GEMTECH ONE DIRECT THREAD MOUNT ADAPTER · SILENCERCO HYBRID 46 DIRECT THREAD MOUNT ADAPTER · SIG SAUER TAPER-LOK MUZZLE ADAPTER · AWC PSR MUZZLE BRAKE PROTECTOR



	






	SUPPRESSORS (FUNCTIONAL MODS)

	

		5.45X39MM
	
	AK-74 HEXAGON 5.45X39 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · PBS-4 5.45X39 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · AK 5.45X39 TGP-A MUZZLE DEVICE-SUPPRESSOR · AK HEXAGON "WAFFLEMAKER" 5.45X39 SOUND SUPPRESSOR

	

	5.56X45MM NATO
	
	KAC QDSS NT-4 5.56X45 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · ROTOR 43 5.56X45 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · SUREFIRE SOCOM556-MINI MONSTER 5.56X45 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · SUREFIRE SOCOM556-MONSTER 5.56X45 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · SUREFIRE SOCOM556-RC2 5.56X45 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · SILENCERCO SAKER ASR 556 5.56X45 SOUND SUPPRESSOR

	

	7.62X39MM
	
	AKM HEXAGON 7.62X39 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · SKS HEXAGON 7.62X39 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · PBS-1 7.62X39 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · ROTOR 43 7.62X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · ZENIT DTK-4M 7.62X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · AK HEXAGON DTKP MK.2 7.62X39 SOUND SUPPRESSOR

	

	7.62X51MM NATO
	
	AAC 762-SDN-6 MULTI-CALIBER SOUND SUPPRESSOR · GEMTECH ONE MULTI-CALIBER SOUND SUPPRESSOR · KAC PRS/QDC 7.62X51 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · VPO-101 "VEPR-HUNTER" ROTOR 43 7.62X51 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · SIG SAUER SRD762TI 7.62X51 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · SIG SAUER SRD762-QD 7.62X51 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · HK G28 B&T QD 7.62X51 SOUND SUPPRESSOR

	

	7.62X54MMR
	
	MOSIN RIFLE BRAMIT 7.62X54R SOUND SUPPRESSOR · SV-98 7.62X54R SOUND SUPPRESSOR · ROTOR 43 7.62X54R MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR

	

	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	
	AAC ILLUSION 9 9X19 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · ALPHA DOG ALPHA 9 9X19 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · GLOCK 9X19 FISCHER DEVELOPMENT FD917 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · HK MP5SD 9X19 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · MPX-SD 9X19 INTEGRATED SOUND SUPPRESSOR · ROTOR 43 9X19 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · SIG SAUER SRD9 9X19 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · SILENCERCO OSPREY 9 9X19 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · PP-19-01 "VITYAZ" 9X19 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · MP9 9X19 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · PL-15 9X19 SOUND SUPPRESSOR

	

	.45 ACP
	
	SILENCERCO OMEGA 45K .45 ACP SOUND SUPPRESSOR · HK UMP B&T OEM .45 ACP SOUND SUPPRESSOR

	

	12X70MM
	
	HEXAGON 12K 12GA SOUND SUPPRESSOR · SILENCERCO SALVO 12 12GA SOUND SUPPRESSOR



	OTHERS
	
	B&T ROTEX 2 4.6X30 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · TT 7.62X25 MAKESHIFT SOUND SUPPRESSOR · PP-91-01 "KEDR-B" 9X18PM SOUND SUPPRESSOR · ROTOR 43 .366 TKM MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR · APB 9X18PM SOUND SUPPRESSOR · SILENCERCO HYBRID 46 MULTI-CALIBER SILENCER · SR-1MP 9X21 SILENCER · PB 9X18PM SOUND SUPPRESSOR · ASH-12 12.7X55 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · FN ATTENUATOR 5.7X28 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · DANIEL DEFENSE WAVE QD SOUND SUPPRESSOR · GEMTECH SFN-57 5.7X28 SOUND SUPPRESSOR · THUNDER BEAST ARMS ULTRA 5 SOUND SUPPRESSOR



	









	
	SIGHTS (FUNCTIONAL MODS)

	ASSAULT SCOPES
	
	ELCAN SPECTERDR 1X/4X SCOPE · ELCAN SPECTERDR 1X/4X SCOPE (FDE) · LEUPOLD MARK 4 HAMR 4X24MM DELTAPOINT HYBRID ASSAULT SCOPE · PRIMARY ARMS COMPACT PRISM SCOPE 2.5X · SIG SAUER BRAVO4 4X30 SCOPE · TRIJICON ACOG 3.5X35 SCOPE · TRIJICON ACOG TA01NSN 4X32 SCOPE (BLACK) · TRIJICON ACOG TA01NSN 4X32 SCOPE (TAN) · VALDAY PS-320 1/6X SCOPE · MONSTRUM TACTICAL COMPACT PRISM SCOPE 2X32

	

	REFLEX SIGHTS
	
	AIMPOINT COMPM4 REFLEX SIGHT · AXION KOBRA EKP-8-02 REFLEX SIGHT (DOVETAIL) · AXION KOBRA EKP-8-18 REFLEX SIGHT · EOTECH 553 HOLOGRAPHIC SIGHT · EOTECH EXPS3 HOLOGRAPHIC SIGHT (TAN) · EOTECH HHS-1 HYBRID SIGHT · EOTECH HHS-1 HYBRID SIGHT (TAN) · EOTECH XPS3-0 HOLOGRAPHIC SIGHT · EOTECH XPS3-2 HOLOGRAPHIC SIGHT · HOLOSUN HS401G5 REFLEX SIGHT · OKP-7 REFLEX SIGHT · OKP-7 REFLEX SIGHT (DOVETAIL) · VALDAY PK-120 (1P87) HOLOGRAPHIC SIGHT · VOMZ PILAD P1X42 WEAVER REFLEX SIGHT · VORTEX RAZOR AMG UH-1 HOLOGRAPHIC SIGHT · WALTHER MRS REFLEX SIGHT · FN P90 RING SIGHT REFLEX SIGHT · TRIJICON SRS-02 REFLEX SIGHT · VALDAY KRECHET REFLEX SIGHT · VOMZ PILAD TARGETRING REFLEX SIGHT · SIG SAUER ROMEO8T REFLEX SIGHT · BELOMO PK-AA REFLEX SIGHT · AIMPOINT PRO REFLEX SIGHT · NPZ PK1 "OBZOR" REFLEX SIGHT · LEAPERS UTG REFLEX SIGHT

	

	COMPACT REFLEX SIGHTS
	
	AIMPOINT MICRO T-1 REFLEX SIGHT · BELOMO PK-06 REFLEX SIGHT · BURRIS FASTFIRE 3 REFLEX SIGHT · LEUPOLD DELTAPOINT REFLEX SIGHT · SIG SAUER ROMEO4 REFLEX SIGHT · TRIJICON RMR REFLEX SIGHT · AIMPOINT ACRO P-1 REFLEX SIGHT · AIMPOINT MICRO H-2 REFLEX SIGHT

	

	IRON SIGHTS
	
	AK-105 REAR SIGHT (6P44 SB.1-30) · AK-74 REAR SIGHT (6P20 SB.2) · AK-74M REAR SIGHT (6P20 SB.2) · VPO-209 REAR SIGHT · AKM REAR SIGHT (6P1 SB.2-1) · AKMB SYSTEM REAR SIGHT · AKMP SYSTEM FRONT SIGHT DEVICE · AKMP SYSTEM REAR SIGHT DEVICE · APB REAR SIGHT · APS FRONT SIGHT · APS REAR SIGHT · AS VAL REAR SIGHT · AR-15 COLT A2 REAR SIGHT · GLOCK DEAD RINGER SNAKE EYE FRONT SIGHT · GLOCK DEAD RINGER SNAKE EYE REAR SIGHT · GLOCK FRONT SIGHT · GLOCK REAR SIGHT · GLOCK ZEV TECH FRONT SIGHT · GLOCK ZEV TECH REAR SIGHT · HK 416A5 FLIP-UP REAR SIGHT · HK MP5 DRUM REAR SIGHT · PP-19-01 "VITYAZ" REAR SIGHT · RPK-16 REAR SIGHT BASE · SOK-12 REAR SIGHT · SV-98 REAR SIGHT · KAC FOLDING FRONT SIGHT · KAC FOLDING REAR SIGHT · M14 SA ENLARGED MILITARY APERTURE REAR SIGHT · MAGPUL MBUS GEN2 FLIP-UP FRONT SIGHT · MAGPUL MBUS GEN2 FLIP-UP FRONT SIGHT (FDE) · MAGPUL MBUS GEN2 FLIP-UP REAR SIGHT · MAGPUL MBUS GEN2 FLIP-UP REAR SIGHT (FDE) · P226 MEPROLIGHT TRU-DOT NIGHT FRONT SIGHT · P226 MEPROLIGHT TRU-DOT NIGHT REAR SIGHT · MOSIN RIFLE CARBINE REAR SIGHT · MOSIN RIFLE FRONT SIGHT · MOSIN RIFLE REAR SIGHT · HK MP7 FLIP-UP FRONT SIGHT · HK MP7 FLIP-UP REAR SIGHT · AR-15 REAR SIGHT CARRY HANDLE · M1A SA NATIONAL MATCH .062 BLADE FRONT SIGHT · M1A SA XS POST .125 BLADE FRONT SIGHT · MPX FLIP-UP FRONT SIGHT · MPX FLIP-UP REAR SIGHT · P226 REAR SIGHT · P226 FRONT SIGHT · P226 SIGHT MOUNT 220-239 REAR SIGHT BEARING · SKS REAR SIGHT · SOK-12 CSS REAR SIGHT RAIL MOUNT · SVDS FRONT SIGHT · SVDS REAR SIGHT · AK TAKTIKA TULA TT01 REAR SIGHT RAIL · TRIJICON ACOG BACKUP REAR SIGHT · GLOCK TRUGLO TFX FRONT SIGHT · GLOCK TRUGLO TFX REAR SIGHT · AR-15 LEAPERS UTG LOW PROFILE A2 FRONT SIGHT · VPO-101 "VEPR-HUNTER" REAR SIGHT · VSS REAR SIGHT · RPK-16 REAR SIGHT · M9A3 FRONT SIGHT · M9A3 REAR SIGHT · M9A3 SIGHT MOUNT REAR SIGHT RAIL · ASH-12 REAR SIGHT CARRY HANDLE · ASH-12 FOLDING FRONT SIGHT · FN FIVE-SEVEN MK2 REAR SIGHT · FN FIVE-SEVEN MK2 FRONT SIGHT · KAC FOLDING MICRO REAR SIGHT · KAC FOLDING MICRO FRONT SIGHT · MP9 REAR SIGHT · M1911A1 FRONT SIGHT · M1911A1 REAR SIGHT · MOSSBERG 590 GHOST RING FRONT SIGHT · MOSSBERG 590 GHOST RING REAR SIGHT · M45A1 NOVAK LOMOUNT REAR SIGHT · M45A1 NOVAK LOMOUNT FRONT SIGHT · KRISS DEFIANCE LOW PROFILE FLIP-UP FRONT SIGHT · KRISS DEFIANCE LOW PROFILE FLIP-UP REAR SIGHT · MCX FLIP-UP FRONT SIGHT · MCX FLIP-UP REAR SIGHT · PL-15 FRONT SIGHT · PL-15 EXTENDED FRONT SIGHT · PL-15 REAR SIGHT · PL-15 EXTENDED REAR SIGHT · FN SCAR FRONT FLIP-UP SIGHT · FN SCAR REAR FLIP-UP SIGHT · HK USP FRONT SIGHT · HK USP REAR SIGHT · HK USP RED DOT SIGHT MOUNT · HK USP TACTICAL FRONT SIGHT · HK USP TACTICAL REAR SIGHT · CHIAPPA RHINO FRONT SIGHT · CHIAPPA RHINO REAR SIGHT · CHIAPPA RHINO GREEN FIBER FRONT SIGHT · CHIAPPA RHINO GREEN FIBER REAR SIGHT

	

	SCOPES
	
	BURRIS FULLFIELD TAC30 1-4X24 RIFLESCOPE · EOTECH VUDU 1-6X24 RIFLESCOPE · HENSOLDT FF 4-16X56 SCOPE · LEUPOLD MARK 4 LR 6.5-20X50 RIFLESCOPE · NIGHTFORCE ATACR 7-35X56 RIFLESCOPE · MARCH TACTICAL 3-24X42 FFP OPTICAL SCOPE · PU 3.5X RIFLESCOPE · BELOMO PSO-1 4X24 SCOPE · BELOMO PSO-1M2 4X24 SCOPE · BELOMO PSO-1M2-1 4X24 SCOPE · NPZ USP-1 "TYULPAN" 4X SCOPE · KMZ 1P59 3-10X RIFLESCOPE · KMZ 1P69 3-10X RIFLESCOPE · VOMZ PILAD 4X32 RIFLESCOPE · NCSTAR ADO P4 SNIPER 3-9X42 RIFLESCOPE · SCHMIDT & BENDER PM II 1-8X24 SCOPE · SCHMIDT & BENDER PM II 3-12X50 SCOPE · VORTEX RAZOR HD GEN.2 1-6X24 RIFLESCOPE · NPZ 1P78-1 2.8X SCOPE

	

	SPECIAL SCOPES
	
	NSPU-M NIGHT VISION SCOPE · TRIJICON REAP-IR THERMAL SCOPE · ARMASIGHT VULCAN MG 3.5X BRAVO NIGHT VISION SCOPE · FLIR RS-32 2.25-9X 35MM 60HZ THERMAL RIFLESCOPE · MP-155 ULTIMA THERMAL CAMERA · TORREY PINES LOGIC T12W THERMAL REFLEX SIGHT










	


BARRELS (VITAL PARTS)
	PISTOLS

	

	5.7X28MM FN
	
	FN FIVE-SEVEN 5.7X28 BARREL · FN FIVE-SEVEN 5.7X28 THREADED BARREL

	

	7.62X25MM TOKAREV
	
	TT 7.62X25 116MM BARREL · TT 7.62X25 121MM HOMESPUN THREADED BARREL · TT 7.62X25 116MM GILDED BARREL

	

	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	
	P226 9X19 THREADED BARREL · P226 9X19 112MM BARREL · GLOCK 17 9X19 BARREL · GLOCK 18C 9X19 BARREL WITH A COMPENSATOR · GLOCK 9X19 LONE WOLF THREADED BARREL · GLOCK 9X19 DOUBLE DIAMOND THREADED BARREL · GLOCK 17 9X19 BARREL WITH A COMPENSATOR · GLOCK 9X19 SAI THREADED BARREL · M9A3 9X19 THREADED BARREL · PL-15 9X19 BARREL · PL-15 9X19 THREADED BARREL

	

	.45 ACP
	
	M1911A1 .45 ACP 127MM BARREL · M1911A1 .45 ACP NATIONAL MATCH BARREL · M1911A1 .45 ACP THREADED BARREL



	ASSAULT RIFLES

	

	5.56X45MM NATO
	
	MDR 5.56X45 16 INCH BARREL · AR-15 5.56X45 MOLOT ARMS 406MM BARREL · HK 416A5 5.56X45 10.6 INCH BARREL · HK 416A5 5.56X45 11 INCH BARREL · HK 416A5 5.56X45 14.5 INCH BARREL · HK 416A5 5.56X45 16.5 INCH BARREL WITH FLIP-UP FRONT SIGHT · HK 416A5 5.56X45 20 INCH BARREL · AR-15 5.56X45 260MM BARREL · AR-15 5.56X45 370MM BARREL · AR-15 5.56X45 18 INCH BARREL · AR-15 5.56X45 20 INCH BARREL · FN SCAR-L 5.56X45 10 INCH BARREL · FN SCAR-L 5.56X45 14 INCH BARREL · FN SCAR-L 5.56X45 18 INCH BARREL

	

	.300 BLACKOUT
	
	MCX .300 BLK 171MM BARREL · MCX .300 BLK 229MM BARREL

	

	7.62X39MM
	
	MK47 254MM BARREL · MK47 409MM BARREL

	

	7.62X51MM NATO
	
	SA-58 7.62X51 11 INCH BARREL · SA-58 7.62X51 16 INCH BARREL · SA-58 7.62X51 21 INCH BARREL · MDR 7.62X51 16 INCH BARREL · RFB 7.62X51 18 INCH BARREL · FN SCAR-H 7.62X51 13 INCH BARREL · FN SCAR-H 7.62X51 16 INCH BARREL · FN SCAR-H 7.62X51 20 INCH BARREL · HK417 7.62X51 16.5 INCH BARREL



	MACHINE GUNS

	

	5.45X39MM
	
	RPK-16 5.45X39 15 INCH BARREL · RPK-16 5.45X39 22 INCH BARREL



	SUBMACHINE GUNS

	

	5.7X28MM FN
	
	FN P90 5.7X28 10.5 INCH BARREL · FN P90 5.7X28 16 INCH BARREL

	

	7.62X25MM TOKAREV
	
	PPSH-41 7.62X25 10.6 INCH BARREL

	

	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	
	MPX-SD 9X19 165MM BARREL · MPX 9X19 203MM BARREL · MPX 9X19 4.5 INCH BARREL · MPX 9X19 6.5 INCH BARREL · MPX 9X19 10.5 INCH BARREL · MPX 9X19 14 INCH BARREL · STM-9 9X19 10.5 INCH BARREL · STM-9 9X19 12 INCH BARREL · STM-9 9X19 14 INCH BARREL · STM-9 9X19 16 INCH BARREL

	

	.45 ACP
	
	HK UMP .45 ACP 8 INCH BARREL · KRISS VECTOR .45 ACP 5 INCH BARREL · KRISS VECTOR .45 ACP 6 INCH BARREL · KRISS VECTOR 9X19 5 INCH BARREL · KRISS VECTOR 9X19 6 INCH BARREL · HK UMP .45 ACP 8 INCH THREADED BARREL · HK USP .45 ACP STANDARD BARREL · HK USP ELITE .45 ACP BARREL · HK USP EXPERT .45 ACP BARREL · HK USP MATCH .45 ACP BARREL · HK USP TACTICAL .45 ACP THREADED BARREL



	SHOTGUNS

	

	12X70MM
	
	MP-43-1C 12GA 510MM BARREL · MP-43-1C 12GA 725MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 510MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 510MM BARREL WITH RIB · MP-133 12GA 540MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 540MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 610MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 610MM BARREL WITH RIB · MP-133 12GA 660MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 660MM BARREL WITH RIB · MP-133 12GA 710MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 710MM BARREL WITH RIB · MP-133 12GA 750MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 750MM BARREL WITH RIB · MP-153 12GA 610MM BARREL · MP-153 12GA 660MM BARREL · MP-153 12GA 710MM BARREL · MP-153 12GA 750MM BARREL · M870 12GA SAWN-OFF 325MM BARREL · M870 12GA 355MM BARREL · M870 12GA 508MM BARREL · M870 12GA 508MM BARREL WITH A FIXED SIGHT · M870 12GA 660MM VENT RIB BARREL · MOSSBERG 590A1 12GA 20 INCH BARREL · MP-155 510MM BARREL · MTS-255-12 12GA 755MM BARREL WITH RIB · MP-43 12GA 750MM BARREL · MP-43-1C 12GA 510MM BARREL · MP-43-1C 12GA 725MM BARREL

	

	23X75MM
	
	KS-23 23X75 510MM BARREL · KS-23 23X75 700MM BARREL



	DESIGNATED MARKSMAN RIFLES

	

	7.62X51MM NATO
	
	M1A 7.62X51 16 INCH BARREL · M1A 7.62X51 22 INCH BARREL · AR-10 7.62X51 18 INCH BARREL · AR-10 7.62X51 22 INCH BARREL · SR-25 7.62X51 20 INCH BARREL · SR-25 7.62X51 16 INCH BARREL

	

	7.62X54MMR
	
	SVDS 7.62X54R 22 INCH BARREL

	

	.338 LAPUA MAGNUM
	
	MK-18 .338 LM 24 INCH BARREL



	SNIPER RIFLES

	

	7.62X51MM NATO
	
	REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 20 INCH BARREL · REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 26 INCH BARREL · DVL-10 7.62X51 500MM BARREL · DVL-10 M2 7.62X51 660MM BARREL · REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 26 INCH STAINLESS STEEL BARREL · REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 20 INCH STAINLESS STEEL BARREL · T-5000M 7.62X51 660MM BARREL

	

	7.62X54MMR
	
	MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R SAWN-OFF 200MM BARREL · MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R SAWN-OFF 220MM THREADED BARREL · MOSIN CARBINE 7.62X54R 514MM BARREL · MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R 730MM REGULAR BARREL

	

	.366 TKM
	
	VPO-215 "GORNOSTAY" .366TKM 23 INCH BARREL




	ASSAULT RIFLES

	

	5.56X45MM NATO
	
	MDR 5.56X45 16 INCH BARREL · AR-15 5.56X45 MOLOT ARMS 406MM BARREL · HK 416A5 5.56X45 10.6 INCH BARREL · HK 416A5 5.56X45 11 INCH BARREL · HK 416A5 5.56X45 14.5 INCH BARREL · HK 416A5 5.56X45 16.5 INCH BARREL WITH FLIP-UP FRONT SIGHT · HK 416A5 5.56X45 20 INCH BARREL · AR-15 5.56X45 260MM BARREL · AR-15 5.56X45 370MM BARREL · AR-15 5.56X45 18 INCH BARREL · AR-15 5.56X45 20 INCH BARREL · FN SCAR-L 5.56X45 10 INCH BARREL · FN SCAR-L 5.56X45 14 INCH BARREL · FN SCAR-L 5.56X45 18 INCH BARREL

	

	.300 BLACKOUT
	
	MCX .300 BLK 171MM BARREL · MCX .300 BLK 229MM BARREL

	

	7.62X39MM
	
	MK47 254MM BARREL · MK47 409MM BARREL

	

	7.62X51MM NATO
	
	SA-58 7.62X51 11 INCH BARREL · SA-58 7.62X51 16 INCH BARREL · SA-58 7.62X51 21 INCH BARREL · MDR 7.62X51 16 INCH BARREL · RFB 7.62X51 18 INCH BARREL · FN SCAR-H 7.62X51 13 INCH BARREL · FN SCAR-H 7.62X51 16 INCH BARREL · FN SCAR-H 7.62X51 20 INCH BARREL · HK417 7.62X51 16.5 INCH BARREL



	MACHINE GUNS

	

	5.45X39MM
	
	RPK-16 5.45X39 15 INCH BARREL · RPK-16 5.45X39 22 INCH BARREL



	SUBMACHINE GUNS

	

	5.7X28MM FN
	
	FN P90 5.7X28 10.5 INCH BARREL · FN P90 5.7X28 16 INCH BARREL

	

	7.62X25MM TOKAREV
	
	PPSH-41 7.62X25 10.6 INCH BARREL

	

	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	
	MPX-SD 9X19 165MM BARREL · MPX 9X19 203MM BARREL · MPX 9X19 4.5 INCH BARREL · MPX 9X19 6.5 INCH BARREL · MPX 9X19 10.5 INCH BARREL · MPX 9X19 14 INCH BARREL · STM-9 9X19 10.5 INCH BARREL · STM-9 9X19 12 INCH BARREL · STM-9 9X19 14 INCH BARREL · STM-9 9X19 16 INCH BARREL

	

	.45 ACP
	
	HK UMP .45 ACP 8 INCH BARREL · KRISS VECTOR .45 ACP 5 INCH BARREL · KRISS VECTOR .45 ACP 6 INCH BARREL · KRISS VECTOR 9X19 5 INCH BARREL · KRISS VECTOR 9X19 6 INCH BARREL · HK UMP .45 ACP 8 INCH THREADED BARREL · HK USP .45 ACP STANDARD BARREL · HK USP ELITE .45 ACP BARREL · HK USP EXPERT .45 ACP BARREL · HK USP MATCH .45 ACP BARREL · HK USP TACTICAL .45 ACP THREADED BARREL



	SHOTGUNS

	

	12X70MM
	
	MP-43-1C 12GA 510MM BARREL · MP-43-1C 12GA 725MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 510MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 510MM BARREL WITH RIB · MP-133 12GA 540MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 540MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 610MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 610MM BARREL WITH RIB · MP-133 12GA 660MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 660MM BARREL WITH RIB · MP-133 12GA 710MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 710MM BARREL WITH RIB · MP-133 12GA 750MM BARREL · MP-133 12GA 750MM BARREL WITH RIB · MP-153 12GA 610MM BARREL · MP-153 12GA 660MM BARREL · MP-153 12GA 710MM BARREL · MP-153 12GA 750MM BARREL · M870 12GA SAWN-OFF 325MM BARREL · M870 12GA 355MM BARREL · M870 12GA 508MM BARREL · M870 12GA 508MM BARREL WITH A FIXED SIGHT · M870 12GA 660MM VENT RIB BARREL · MOSSBERG 590A1 12GA 20 INCH BARREL · MP-155 510MM BARREL · MTS-255-12 12GA 755MM BARREL WITH RIB · MP-43 12GA 750MM BARREL · MP-43-1C 12GA 510MM BARREL · MP-43-1C 12GA 725MM BARREL

	

	23X75MM
	
	KS-23 23X75 510MM BARREL · KS-23 23X75 700MM BARREL



	DESIGNATED MARKSMAN RIFLES

	

	7.62X51MM NATO
	
	M1A 7.62X51 16 INCH BARREL · M1A 7.62X51 22 INCH BARREL · AR-10 7.62X51 18 INCH BARREL · AR-10 7.62X51 22 INCH BARREL · SR-25 7.62X51 20 INCH BARREL · SR-25 7.62X51 16 INCH BARREL

	

	7.62X54MMR
	
	SVDS 7.62X54R 22 INCH BARREL

	

	.338 LAPUA MAGNUM
	
	MK-18 .338 LM 24 INCH BARREL



	SNIPER RIFLES

	

	7.62X51MM NATO
	
	REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 20 INCH BARREL · REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 26 INCH BARREL · DVL-10 7.62X51 500MM BARREL · DVL-10 M2 7.62X51 660MM BARREL · REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 26 INCH STAINLESS STEEL BARREL · REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 20 INCH STAINLESS STEEL BARREL · T-5000M 7.62X51 660MM BARREL

	

	7.62X54MMR
	
	MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R SAWN-OFF 200MM BARREL · MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R SAWN-OFF 220MM THREADED BARREL · MOSIN CARBINE 7.62X54R 514MM BARREL · MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R 730MM REGULAR BARREL

	

	.366 TKM
	
	VPO-215 "GORNOSTAY" .366TKM 23 INCH BARREL






GAS BLOCKS (VITAL PARTS)
	AK SYSTEMS
	
	AK-74 GAS TUBE (6P20 SB.1-2) · AKM GAS TUBE (6P1 SB.1-2) · AKS-74U GAS TUBE (6P26 SB.1-2) · AK TROY FULL LENGTH RAIL HANDGUARD & GAS TUBE COMBO · AK KIBA ARMS VDM CS GAS TUBE · MOLOT AKM-TYPE GAS TUBE · PP-19-01 "VITYAZ" GAS TUBE · AK ULTIMAK M1-B GAS TUBE & HANDGUARD · VPO-101 "VEPR-HUNTER" GAS TUBE · AK VEZHLIVYY STRELOK VS-24 + VS-33C HANDGUARD & GAS TUBE COMBO

	

	AR SYSTEMS
	
	M4A1 FRONT SIGHT · HK 416A5 LOW PROFILE GAS BLOCK · JP ENTERPRISES GAS SYSTEM-6 · DANIEL DEFENSE MK12 LOW PROFILE GAS BLOCK · AR-15 WINDHAM WEAPONRY RAIL GAS BLOCK · JP ENTERPRISES GAS SYSTEM-5B · AR-10 KAC LOW PROFILE GAS BLOCK · MCX GAS BLOCK · CMMG LOW PROFILE GAS BLOCK · MK-18 GAS BLOCK · HK417 LOW PROFILE GAS BLOCK

	

	OTHERS
	
	SVDS GAS TUBE




HANDGUARDS (VITAL PARTS)
	AK SYSTEMS
	
	AK ZENIT B-10M HANDGUARD WITH B-19 UPPER MOUNT · AKS-74U ZENIT B-11 HANDGUARD · AK CAA RS47 HANDGUARD · AK HEXAGON TUBULAR HANDGUARD · RPK-16 HANDGUARD · AK KREBS CUSTOM UFM KEYMOD HANDGUARD · AK MAGPUL MOE AKM HANDGUARD · AK MAGPUL ZHUKOV-U HANDGUARD · AK-74 POLYMER HANDGUARD (6P20 SB.9) · SOK-12 LEAPERS UTG PRO MTU002 LONG TOP ALUMINUM HANDGUARD · SOK-12 LEAPERS UTG PRO MTU002 SHORT TOP ALUMINUM HANDGUARD · SOK-12 POLYMER HANDGUARD (SB.7-1) · AK STRIKE INDUSTRIES TRAX 1 HANDGUARD · AK STRIKE INDUSTRIES TRAX 2 HANDGUARD EXTENSION · AK VLTOR CMRD KEYMOD HANDGUARD · AKM WOODEN HANDGUARD (6P1 SB.6-1) · AK-74 WOODEN HANDGUARD (6P20 SB.6) · VPO-209 WOODEN HANDGUARD · AKS-74U WOODEN HANDGUARD (6P26 SB.6) · VPO-136 "VEPR-KM" WOODEN HANDGUARD · AKS-74U CAA XRSU47SU TACTICAL HANDGUARD · AK ZENIT B-10 HANDGUARD · AK-100 SERIES POLYMER HANDGUARD · AK 5.45 DESIGN AGGRESSOR HANDGUARD · AKS-74U ALFA ARMS GOLIAF HANDGUARD · AK TDI AKM-L HANDGUARD · WASR-10/63 CAF WOODEN FOREGRIP · AK ZENIT B-30 HANDGUARD WITH B-31S UPPER HANDGUARD RAIL · SOK-12 BRAVO-18 ALUMINIUM HANDGUARD · AK TDI X47 TACTICAL HANDGUARD RAIL SYSTEM

	

	AR SYSTEMS
	
	AR-15 ADAR 2-15 WOODEN HANDGUARD · AR-15 COLT M4 CARBINE LENGTH HANDGUARD · AR-15 DANIEL DEFENSE RIS II 12.25 HANDGUARD (COYOTE BROWN) · AR-15 DANIEL DEFENSE RIS II 9.5 HANDGUARD · AR-15 DANIEL DEFENSE RIS II FSP 9.5 HANDGUARD (COYOTE BROWN) · AR-15 ALEXANDER ARMS MK10 RIFLE LENGTH HANDGUARD · MPX GEN1 HANDGUARD · AR-15 WAR SPORT LVOA-S HANDGUARD (BLACK) · AR-15 WAR SPORT LVOA-C HANDGUARD (BLACK) · HK 416A5 EXTENDED QUAD RAIL HANDGUARD · HK 416A5 MRS KEYMOD 14 INCH HANDGUARD · HK 416A5 QUAD RAIL HANDGUARD · HK 416A5 QUAD RAIL HANDGUARD WITH FLIP-UP FRONT SIGHT · AR-15 KAC RIS HANDGUARD · MPX LANCER OEM 14 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · AR-15 MAGPUL MOE SL CARBINE LENGTH M-LOK HANDGUARD · AR-15 MAGPUL MOE SL MEDIUM LENGTH M-LOK HANDGUARD · MPX MIDWEST INDUSTRIES 10.5 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · HK 416A5 MIDWEST INDUSTRIES 13.5 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · MPX MIDWEST INDUSTRIES 14 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · MPX MIDWEST INDUSTRIES 4.5 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · MPX MIDWEST INDUSTRIES 6.5 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · HK 416A5 MIDWEST INDUSTRIES 9 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · REMINGTON R11 RSASS HANDGUARD · AR-15 SAI 10 INCH QD RAIL HANDGUARD · AR-15 SAI 14.5 INCH QD RAIL HANDGUARD · AR-15 STNGR VYPR 10 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · HK 416A5 STRIKE INDUSTRIES CRUX 15 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · HK 416A5 TROY M-LOK 13 INCH HANDGUARD · AR-15 STRIKE INDUSTRIES VIPER CARBINE LENGTH M-LOK HANDGUARD · AR-10 NOVESKE SWS N6 10.5 INCH HANDGUARD · AR-10 NOVESKE SWS N6 SPLIT HANDGUARD · AR-15 KAC "URX 3.1" 10.75 INCH HANDGUARD · AR-15 KAC "URX 3" 8 INCH HANDGUARD · AR-15 LONE STAR ION LITE HANDGUARD · AR-10 KAC "URX 4" 14.5 INCH HANDGUARD · AR-15 GEISSELE SMR MK16 9.5 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · AR-15 GEISSELE SMR MK16 13.5 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · AR-10 LANCER LCH7 12.5 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · MCX 12 INCH KEYMOD HANDGUARD · MCX 8 INCH KEYMOD HANDGUARD · AR-15 SOYUZ-TM 9 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · AR-15 SOYUZ-TM 12 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · AR-15 SOYUZ-TM 15 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · AR-10 CMMG MK3 RML9 9 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · AR-10 CMMG MK3 RML15 15 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD · AR-15 UNIQUE-ARS WING & SKULL 12 INCH HANDGUARD · AR-15 AEROKNOX AX-15 10.5 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD

	

	FAL SYTEMS
	
	SA-58/FAL AIM SPORTS UNIVERSAL KEYMOD HANDGUARD · SA-58/FAL AIM SPORTS UNIVERSAL M-LOK HANDGUARD · SA-58 QUAD RAIL HANDGUARD · SA-58 QUAD RAIL FULL LENGTH HANDGUARD · SA-58/FAL BELGIAN STYLE HANDGUARD · FAL ORIGINAL HANDGUARD · FAL ORIGINAL HANDGUARD · SA-58/FAL VLTOR CASV-FAL HANDGUARD · SA-58/FAL VLTOR CASV-FAS HANDGUARD

	

	MP5/MP5K
	
	HK MP5 B&T TL-99 ALUMINUM HANDGUARD · HK MP5 CAA HX-5 HANDGUARD · HK MP5 PTR TRI-RAIL HANDGUARD · HK MP5 WIDE TROPICAL POLYMER HANDGUARD · HK MP5SD POLYMER HANDGUARD · HK MP5K POLYMER HANDGUARD

	

	OTHERS
	
	MP-133 CUSTOM PLASTIC FORESTOCK WITH RAILS · MDR HANDGUARD · M870 FAB DEFENSE PR870 FORESTOCK · MP-133 BEECHWOOD FORESTOCK · MP-153 POLYMER FORESTOCK · DVL-10 M2 HANDGUARD · M870 MAGPUL MOE HANDGUARD · SVD MODERNIZATION KIT HANDGUARD · SVDS POLYMER HANDGUARD · M870 SPEEDFEED SHORT HANDGUARD · ASH-12 POLYMER HANDGUARD · REMINGTON M700 AB ARMS MOD*X GEN 3 KEYMOD HANDGUARD · ORSIS T-5000M HANDGUARD · SVD SAG MK1 CHASSIS · SVD CAA XRS-DRG HANDGUARD · MOSSBERG 590A1 SPEEDFEED SHORT HANDGUARD · MOSSBERG 590A1 MAGPUL MOE FORESTOCK · RFB HANDGUARD · KS-23M FORESTOCK · MK-18 18 INCH HANDGUARD · MP-155 ULTIMA PISTOL GRIP · MP-155 ULTIMA POLYMER FORESTOCK · MP-155 WALNUT FORESTOCK · SOK-12 CUSTOM GUNS TYPE-340 HANDGUARD · HK417 EXTENDED FREE FLOAT HANDGUARD WITH FLIP-UP FRONT SIGHT · HK417 PATROL HANDGUARD WITH FLIP-UP FRONT SIGHT · MTS-255-12 BEECHWOOD FORESTOCK


PISTOL GRIPS (VITAL PARTS)
	AK SYSTEMS
	
	AK US PALM PISTOL GRIP · AK-12 PISTOL GRIP · AK MAGPUL MOE PISTOL GRIP (BLACK) · PP-19-01 "VITYAZ" PISTOL GRIP · AK BAKELITE PISTOL GRIP (6P1 SB.8V) · AK POLYMER PISTOL GRIP (6P1 SB.8) · AKM BAKELITE PISTOL GRIP · AKM WOODEN PISTOL GRIP · AK BAKELITE PISTOL GRIP (6P4 SB.9) · AK BAKELITE PISTOL GRIP · AK TAPCO SAW-STYLE PISTOL GRIP (BLACK) · AK ZENIT RK-3 PISTOL GRIP · PP-91 "KEDR" POLYMER PISTOL GRIP · AS VAL PISTOL GRIP · AS VAL ROTOR 43 PISTOL GRIP & BUFFER TUBE · AK STRIKE INDUSTRIES ENHANCED PISTOL GRIP (BLACK) · AK KGB MG-47 PISTOL GRIP · AK AEROKNOX SCORPIUS PISTOL GRIP · AK CUSTOM ARMS AGS-74 PRO + SNIPER KIT PISTOL GRIP

	

	AR SYSTEMS
	
	AR-15 HK V2 PISTOL GRIP · AR-15 HK BATTLE GRIP PISTOL GRIP · AR-15 HK BATTLE GRIP BEAVERTAIL PISTOL GRIP · AR-15 COLT A2 PISTOL GRIP · AR-15 DAMAGE INDUSTRIES ECS PISTOL GRIP (FDE) · HOGUE OVERMOLDED RUBBER GRIP · AR-15 MAGPUL MIAD PISTOL GRIP (FDE) · AR-15 MAGPUL MOE PISTOL GRIP · AR-15 NAROH ARMS GRAL-S PISTOL GRIP · AR-15 STARK AR RIFLE GRIP (BLACK) · MPX PISTOL GRIP · AR-15 TACTICAL DYNAMICS SKELETONIZED PISTOL GRIP · AR-15 HERA ARMS HG-15 PISTOL GRIP · AR-15 HK ERGO PSG-1 STYLE PISTOL GRIP · MCX PISTOL GRIP · AR-15 DLG TACTICAL DLG-123 PISTOL GRIP · AR-15 HK BATTLE GRIP BEAVERTAIL PISTOL GRIP (RAL-8000) · AR-15 TACTICAL DYNAMICS HEXGRIP PISTOL GRIP · AR-15 F1 FIREARMS SKELETONIZED STYLE 1 PISTOL GRIP · AR-15 F1 FIREARMS SKELETONIZED STYLE 2 PISTOL GRIP · AR-15 F1 FIREARMS SKELETONIZED STYLE 2 PC PISTOL GRIP

	

	FAL SYSTEMS
	
	SA-58 TAPCO SAW-STYLE PISTOL GRIP (BLACK) · SA-58 PISTOL GRIP · SA-58 FAB DEFENSE AG-FAL PISTOL GRIP

	

	HANDGUNS
	
	TT PM-LASER TT-206 SIDE GRIPS WITH LASER SIGHT · P226 AXELSON TACTICAL MK.25 PISTOL GRIP · P226 HOGUE G10 CHAIN LINK PISTOL GRIP · P226 EMPEROR SCORPION PISTOL GRIP · P226 STAINLESS ELITE WOODEN PISTOL GRIP · TT HOGUE-LIKE RUBBER GRIP · TT RAZOR ARMS RUBBER GRIP · TT ORNATED SIDE GRIPS · P226 HOGUE RUBBERIZED PISTOL GRIP · MP-443 "GRACH" POLYMER PISTOL GRIP · P226 POLYMER PISTOL GRIP · PB BAKILTE SIDE GRIPS · TT SIDE GRIPS · APS BAKELITE SIDE-PIECES · GLOCK PACHMAYR TACTICAL GRIP GLOVE · M9A3 POLYMER PISTOL GRIP · M1911A1 POLYMER PISTOL GRIP · M1911A1 PACHMAYR AMERICAN LEGEND GRIP 423 · M45A1 POLYMER PISTOL GRIP · CHIAPPA RHINO WOODEN PISTOL GRIP · CHIAPPA RHINO PLASTIC PISTOL GRIP

	

	OTHERS
	
	SVDS PISTOL GRIP · MDR PISTOL GRIP · M870 FAB DEFENSE AGR-870 PISTOL GRIP · MOSIN RIFLE TACFIRE PISTOL GRIP · SKS TAPCO INTRAFUSE KIT SAW-STYLE PISTOL GRIP · M14 SAGE INTERNATIONAL M14ALCS (MOD-0) PISTOL GRIP · TOZ-106 002 PISTOL GRIP · REMINGTON M700 MAGPUL PRO 700 PISTOL GRIP · SKS/VZ-58 FAB DEFENSE AG-58 PISTOL GRIP · ORSIS T-5000M PISTOL GRIP · KS-23M PISTOL GRIP · KS-23M PISTOL GRIP · MP-155 ULTIMA PISTOL GRIP



RECEIVERS & SLIDES
	AK SYSTEMS
	
	AKS-74U DUST COVER (6P26 SB.7) · AS VAL DUST COVER · AK-74 DUST COVER (6P20 0-1) · AKM DUST COVER (6P1 0-1) · AKS-74UB DUST COVER · RPK-16 DUST COVER · SOK-12 DUST COVER (SB.0-2) · PP-19-01 "VITYAZ" DUST COVER · PP-19-01 "VITYAZ-SN" DUST COVER · AK-74M DUST COVER (6P34 0-1) · MOLOT AKM-TYPE DUST COVER · VSS DUST COVER · AK ZENIT B-33 DUST COVER · VPO-101 "VEPR-HUNTER" DUST COVER · AK AKADEMIA BASTION DUST COVER · AK FAB DEFENSE PDC DUST COVER · AK TWS DOG LEG RAIL DUST COVER

	

	AR SYSTEMS
	
	AR-15 NOVESKE GEN.3 5.56X45 UPPER RECEIVER · ADAR 2-15 5.56X45 UPPER RECEIVER · M4A1 5.56X45 UPPER RECEIVER · HK 416A5 5.56X45 UPPER RECEIVER · MPX GEN1 9X19 UPPER RECEIVER · AR-15 VLTOR MUR-1S 5.56X45 UPPER RECEIVER · TX-15 5.56X45 LIGHTWEIGHT UPPER RECEIVER · SR-25 7.62X51 UPPER RECEIVER · MCX GEN1 .300 BLK UPPER RECEIVER · STM-9 9X19 UPPER RECEIVER · MK47 RESOLUTE 7.62X39 UPPER RECEIVER

	

	FAL SYSTEMS
	
	SA-58 EXTREME DUTY DUST COVER · FAL STANDARD DUST COVER

	

	GLOCK/SIG/5-7
	
	GLOCK 18C 9X19 PISTOL SLIDE · GLOCK 9X19 MOTO CUT PISTOL SLIDE · GLOCK 9X19 PISTOL SLIDE · GLOCK 9X19 VIPER CUT PISTOL SLIDE · GLOCK 9X19 ALPHA WOLF CUSTOM PISTOL SLIDE · GLOCK ALPHA WOLF PISTOL SLIDE · GLOCK ZEV TECH HEX SPARTAN PISTOL SLIDE · GLOCK POLYMER80 PS9 PISTOL SLIDE · GLOCK ZEV TECH HEX GEN3 PISTOL SLIDE · P226R MK25 PISTOL SLIDE · P226 AXELSON TACTICAL MK.25 PISTOL SLIDE · P226 EMPEROR SCORPION PISTOL SLIDE · P226 LEGION FULL SIZE PISTOL SLIDE · P226 STAINLESS ELITE PISTOL SLIDE · FN FIVE-SEVEN MK2 PISTOL SLIDE · GLOCK 9X19 MOS SLIDE

	

	OTHERS
	
	HK MP5SD 9X19 UPPER RECEIVER · HK MP5 9X19 UPPER RECEIVER · SVDS DUST COVER · M9A3 9X19 PISTOL SLIDE · FN P90 EFFEN 90 5.7X28 UPPER RECEIVER · FN P90 5.7X28 UPPER RECEIVER · FN PS90 5.7X28 UPPER RECEIVER · HK MP5K 9X19 UPPER RECEIVER · MP9-N 9X19 UPPER RECEIVER · MP9 9X19 UPPER RECEIVER · SVDS CUSTOM CUT DUST COVER · M1911A1 .45 ACP PISTOL SLIDE · PPSH-41 DUST COVER · M45A1 .45 ACP SLIDE · MK-18 .338 LM UPPER RECEIVER · PL-15 PISTOL SLIDE · FN SCAR-H 7.62X51 UPPER RECEIVER · FN SCAR-L 5.56X45 UPPER RECEIVER · HK G28 7.62X51 UPPER RECEIVER · HK USP TACTICAL .45 ACP PISTOL SLIDE · HK USP MATCH .45 ACP PISTOL SLIDE · HK USP EXPERT .45 ACP PISTOL SLIDE · HK USP ELITE .45 ACP PISTOL SLIDE · HK USP .45 ACP PISTOL SLIDE



GEAR MODS

	CHARGING HANDLES
	
	MK47 AMBIDEXTROUS CHARGING HANDLE · AR-15 ADAR 2-15 CHARGING HANDLE · AR-15 BADGER ORDNANCE TACTICAL CHARGING HANDLE LATCH · AR-15 COLT CHARGING HANDLE · MPX GEISSELE SCH CHARGING HANDLE · HK EXTENDED LATCH CHARGING HANDLE · HK MP5 COCKING HANDLE · AR-15 RADIAN WEAPONS RAPTOR CHARGING HANDLE · MPX DOUBLE LATCH CHARGING HANDLE · MPX SINGLE LATCH CHARGING HANDLE · AK ZENIT RP-1 CHARGING HANDLE · FN P90 CHARGING HANDLE · FN P90 K&M THE HANDLER CHARGING HANDLE · HK MP5K COCKING HANDLE · AR-10 KAC AMBIDEXTROUS CHARGING HANDLE · MP9 CHARGING HANDLE · AR-10 KAC CHARGING HANDLE · AR-15 GEISSELE ACH CHARGING HANDLE · AR-15 RAINIER ARMS AVALANCHE MOD2 CHARGING HANDLE · MCX CHARGING HANDLE · AR-15 MASP INDUSTRIES AMBIDEXTROUS BATTLE CHARGING HANDLE · FN SCAR CHARGING HANDLE · AK CSS KNURLED CHARGING HANDLE · HK417 EXTENDED CHARGING HANDLE

	

	UNDERBARREL GRENADE LAUNCHERS
	
	NOT IMPLEMENTED









		MAGAZINES

	

		7.62X25MM TOKAREV
	
	TT 7.62X25 TT-105 8-ROUND MAGAZINE · PPSH-41 7.62X25 35-ROUND MAGAZINE · PPSH-41 7.62X25 71-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE

	

	9X18MM MAKAROV
	
	PM 9X18PM 90-93 8-ROUND MAGAZINE · PM 9X18PM 84-ROUND MAKESHIFT DRUM MAGAZINE · PP-91 "KEDR" 9X18PM 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · PP-91 "KEDR" 9X18PM 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · APS 9X18PM 20-ROUND MAGAZINE

	

	9X19MM PARABELLUM
	
	GLOCK 9X19 "BIG STICK" 33-ROUND MAGAZINE · SAIGA-9 9X19 SB.7 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · MPX 9X19 F5 MFG 50-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE · GLOCK 9X19 17-ROUND MAGAZINE · MP-443 "GRACH" 9X19 18-ROUND MAGAZINE · MPX 9X19 TTI "BASE PAD +11" 41-ROUND MAGAZINE · P226 9X19 20-ROUND EXTENDED MAGAZINE · P226 9X19 15-ROUND MAGAZINE · PL-15 9X19 16-ROUND MAGAZINE · GLOCK 9X19 MAGPUL PMAG GL9 21-ROUND MAGAZINE · PP-19-01 "VITYAZ" 9X19 PUFGUN SG-919 20 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · PP-19-01 "VITYAZ" 9X19 PUFGUN SG-919 30 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · GLOCK 9X19 SGM TACTICAL 50-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE · HK MP5 9X19 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · MPX 9X19 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · MPX 9X19 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · PP-19-01 "VITYAZ" 9X19 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · HK MP5 9X19 X PRODUCTS X-5 50-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE · M9A3 9X19 17-ROUND MAGAZINE · HK MP5 9X19 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · MP9 9X19 15-ROUND MAGAZINE · MP9 9X19 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · MP9 9X19 25-ROUND MAGAZINE · MP9 9X19 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · CHIAPPA RHINO 6-ROUND CYLINDER 9X19

	

	9X21MM GYURZA
	
	SR-1MP 9X21 18-ROUND MAGAZINE

	

	.357 MAGNUM
	
	CHIAPPA RHINO 6-ROUND CYLINDER .357

	

	.45 ACP
	
	M1911A1 .45 ACP 7-ROUND MAGAZINE · M1911A1 .45 ACP MEC-GAR 11-ROUND MAGAZINE · M45A1 .45 ACP 7-ROUND MAGAZINE · GLOCK .45 ACP 13-ROUND MAGAZINE · GLOCK .45 ACP KRISS G30 MAGEX 30-ROUND MAGAZINE· HK UMP .45 ACP 25-ROUND MAGAZINE· HK USP TACTICAL .45 ACP 12-ROUND MAGAZINE· HK USP .45 ACP 12-ROUND MAGAZINE

	

	4.6X30MM HK
	
	HK MP7 4.6X30 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · HK MP7 4.6X30 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · HK MP7 4.6X30 40-ROUND MAGAZINE

	

	5.45X39MM
	
	AK-74 "SAIGA 545" 5.45X39 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · AK-12 5.45X39 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · AK-74 5.45X39 6L23 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · AK-74 5.45X39 6L26 45-ROUND MAGAZINE · AK-74 5.45X39 6L31 60-ROUND MAGAZINE · AK-74 5.45X39 6L18 45-ROUND MAGAZINE · AK-74 5.45X39 6L20 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · RPK-16 5.45X39 95-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE · AK-74 5.45X39 MAGPUL PMAG 30 GEN M3 30-ROUND MAGAZINE



	5.56X45MM NATO/.300 BLACKOUT
	
	5.56X45 MAGPUL PMAG 40 GEN M3 STANAG 40-ROUND MAGAZINE · 5.56X45 SUREFIRE MAG5-60 STANAG 60-ROUND MAGAZINE · 5.56X45 SUREFIRE MAG5-100 STANAG 100-ROUND MAGAZINE · AK-101 5.56X45 6L29 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · SLR-106/AK 5.56X45 CIRCLE 10 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · 5.56X45 COLT AR-15 STANAG 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · 5.56X45 HK PM GEN.2 STANAG 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · 5.56X45 HK 30 STANAG POLYMER 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · 5.56X45 HK STEEL MARITIME STANAG 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · 5.56X45 MAGPUL PMAG D-60 STANAG 60-ROUND MAGAZINE · 5.56X45 MAGPUL PMAG 10 GEN M3 STANAG 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · 5.56X45 MAGPUL PMAG 20 GEN M3 STANAG 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · 5.56X45 MAGPUL PMAG 30 GEN M3 STANAG 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · 5.56X45 MAGPUL PMAG 30 GEN M3 W STANAG 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · 5.56X45 TROY BATTLEMAG STANAG 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · 5.56X45 MAGPUL PMAG 30 GEN M3 W STANAG 30-ROUND MAGAZINE (FDE) · FN SCAR-L 5.56X45 30-ROUND MAGAZINE

	

	5.7X28MM FN
	
	FN P90 5.7X28 50-ROUND MAGAZINE · FN FIVE-SEVEN 5.7X28 20-ROUND MAGAZINE

	

	7.62X39MM/.366 TKM
	
	SKS 7.62X39 10-ROUND INTERNAL BOX MAGAZINE · AK-103 7.62X39 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · AK 7.62X39 RIBBED METAL 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · AK 7.62X39 BAKELITE 40-ROUND MAGAZINE · AK 7.62X39 6L10 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · AK 7.62X39 ALUMINIUM 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · AKMS 7.62X39 ALUMINIUM 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · AK 7.62X39 30-ROUND MAGAZINE (ISSUED '55 OR LATER) · AK 7.62X39 MOLOT 40-ROUND MAGAZINE (6P2.SB-11) · AK 7.62X39 US PALM "AK30" 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · AK 7.62X39 MAGPUL PMAG 30 GEN M3 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · SKS 7.62X39 PROMAG AALVX 35-ROUND MAGAZINE · AK 7.62X39 PROMAG AK-A-16 73-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE · SKS 7.62X39 PROMAG SKS-A5 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · AK 7.62X39 MOLOT 75-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE · AK 7.62X39 X PRODUCTS X-47 50-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE · VPO-215 "GORNOSTAY" .366 TKM 4-ROUND MAGAZINE · SKS 7.62X39 KCI 75-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE

	

	7.62X51MM NATO
	
	DVL-10 7.62X51 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 WYATT'S OUTDOOR 5-ROUND MAGAZINE · REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 WYATT'S OUTDOOR 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · VPO-101 "VEPR-HUNTER" 7.62X51 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · VPO-101 "VEPR-HUNTER" 7.62X51 5-ROUND MAGAZINE · SA-58/FAL 7.62X51 SLR 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · SA-58/FAL 7.62X51 MMW POLYMER 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · SA-58/FAL 7.62X51 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · SA-58/FAL 7.62X51 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · SA-58/FAL 7.62X51 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · M14 7.62X51 30-ROUND MAGAZINE · M1A 7.62X51 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · AR-10 7.62X51 MAGPUL PMAG 20 SR-LR GEN M3 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · M14 7.62X51 X PRODUCTS X-14 50-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE · SA-58/FAL 7.62X51 X PRODUCTS X-FAL 50-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE · REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 MAGPUL PMAG AC 5-ROUND MAGAZINE · REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 PROMAG AA-70 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 PROMAG AA-70 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 AICS 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 AICS 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 MDT AICS 12-ROUND MAGAZINE · REMINGTON M700 7.62X51 MAGPUL PMAG AC 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · AR-10 7.62X51 KAC 10-ROUND STEEL MAGAZINE · AR-10 7.62X51 KAC 20-ROUND STEEL MAGAZINE · ORSIS T-5000M 7.62X51 5-ROUND MAGAZINE · FN SCAR-H 7.62X51 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · HK417/G28 7.62X51 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · HK417/G28 7.62X51 20-ROUND MAGAZINE

	

	7.62X54MMR
	
	SV-98 7.62X54R 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · SVD 7.62X54R 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · SVD 7.62X54R 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R PROMAG ARCHANGEL OPFOR 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · MOSIN RIFLE 7.62X54R 5-ROUND MAGAZINE

	

	.338 LAPUA MAGNUM
	
	MK-18 .338 LM 10-ROUND MAGAZINE

	

	9X39MM
	
	VSS 9X39 6L24 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · VSS 9X39 6L25 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · 9X39 SR3M.130 30-ROUND MAGAZINE

	

	12.7X55MM STS-130
	
	ASH-12 12.7X55 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · ASH-12 12.7X55 20-ROUND MAGAZINE



	12X70MM
	
	M870 12GA 4-SHELL MAGAZINE CAP · M870 12GA 7-SHELL MAGAZINE · M870 12GA 10-SHELL MAGAZINE · MP-133 12GA 6-SHELL MAGAZINE · MP-133 12GA 8-SHELL MAGAZINE · MP-153 12GA 4-SHELL MAGAZINE CAP · MP-153 12GA 5-SHELL MAGAZINE · MP-153 12GA 6-SHELL MAGAZINE · MP-153 12GA 7-SHELL MAGAZINE · MP-153 12GA 8-SHELL MAGAZINE · SOK-12 12/76 SAI-02 10-ROUND MAGAZINE · SOK-12 12/76 SB.5 5-ROUND MAGAZINE · SOK-12 12/76 MAXROUNDS POWERMAG 20-ROUND MAGAZINE · MOSSBERG 590A1 12GA 8-SHELL MAGAZINE CAP · MP-155 12GA 6-SHELL MAGAZINE · MTS-255-12 12GA CYLINDER

	

	20X70MM
	
	TOZ-106 20GA MTS 20-01 SB.3 2-SHOT MAGAZINE · TOZ-106 20GA MTS 20-01 SB.3 4-SHOT MAGAZINE · TOZ-106 20GA MTS 20-01 SB.3 5-SHOT MAGAZINE

	

	23X75MM
	
	KS-23M 23X75 3-SHELL MAGAZINE CAP









BEAR
[image: ]
[image: ]
BEAR EMBLEM
THE BATTLE ENCOUNTER ASSAULT REGIMENT (BEAR), IS A PRIVATE MILITARY COMPANY (PMC) AND ONE OF THE MAIN FACTIONS IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV. BEAR IS EMPLOYED BY THE NORVINSK REGION OFFICIALS TO UNCOVER ANY EVIDENCE OF THE TERRA GROUP ILLICIT ACTIVITIES.
BACKGROUND
THE BEAR PRIVATE MILITARY COMPANY WAS ESTABLISHED BY A SECRET DECREE OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION GOVERNMENT AS A COUNTERMEASURE AGAINST ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES OF THE TERRA GROUP IN THE RUSSIAN TERRITORY. THIS RUSSIAN PMC COMPRISES EX-SPECIAL FORCES OFFICERS FROM ALL OVER FORMER SOVIET COUNTRIES. THE BEARS WERE FIGHTING IN THE CONTRACT WARS AS A RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT PROXY TO UNCOVER THE ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES OF TERRA GROUP LABS AND BRING AN END TO THE CONTINUED ARMED CONFLICT WITH ITS SECURITY SUBCONTRACTOR, THE WESTERN-FOUNDED PMC USEC.

GAMEPLAY EFFECTS
	BEAR PLAYERS GAIN ACCESS TO A UNIQUE SKILL SET:
[image: ]
BEAR AK SYSTEMS
 
[image: ]
BEAR ASSAULT OPERATIONS
 
[image: ]
BEAR AUTHORITY
 
[image: ]
BEAR HEAVY CALIBER
 
[image: ]
BEAR RAW POWER



USEC
[image: ]
[image: ]
USEC EMBLEM
UNITED SECURITY (USEC), IS AN OFFSHORE-ESTABLISHED PRIVATE MILITARY COMPANY (PMC) AND ONE OF THE MAIN FACTIONS IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV. USEC IS EMPLOYED BY TERRA GROUP LABS AS A SECURITY SUBCONTRACTOR.
BACKGROUND
THE USEC PRIVATE MILITARY COMPANY WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1999 AFTER MERGER OF TWO COMPANIES: KERNISEC AND SAFE SEA. IN 2004, AN AGENT OF TERRA GROUP INTERNATIONAL HOLDING MADE CONTACT WITH USEC, WHICH HAVE CONSECUTIVELY BECOME, ESSENTIALLY, A PRIVATE ARMY OF THE HOLDING, WITH OFFICES ALL AROUND THE WORLD AND OVER 7500 STRONG OF STAFF. THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE FOR USEC WAS TO DESTROY ANY EVIDENCE OF ANY POTENTIALLY ILLEGITIMATE ACTIVITY BY ITS EMPLOYER AND PROTECT ITS PROPERTY FROM BEING CAPTURED BY BEAR, THE PMC HIRED BY THE RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT TO INVESTIGATE THE TERRA GROUP'S OPERATIONS.
GAMEPLAY EFFECTS
	USEC PLAYERS GAIN ACCESS TO A UNIQUE SKILL SET:
[image: ]
USEC AR SYSTEMS
 
[image: ]
USEC DEEP WEAPON MODDING
 
[image: ]
USEC LONG RANGE OPTICS
 
[image: ]
USEC NEGOTIATIONS
 
[image: ]
USEC TACTICS



ROGUES WILL NOT SHOOT USEC PLAYERS ON SIGHT, BUT ONLY WHEN THEY GET TOO CLOSE TO THEM OR THEIR STATIONARY WEAPONS.

SCAVS
FOR THE BOSSES, SEE BOSSES.
FOR THE RAIDERS, SEE SCAV RAIDERS.
[image: ]
	“
	AMIDST THE CHAOS AND LAWLESSNESS, SCARCITY OF VITAL PROVISIONS AND TERRITORIES, THE FIRST TO LIFT UP THEIR HEADS ARE SHADY CHARACTERS, UNEMBARRASSED BY EXCESSIVE MORAL OR ETHICAL RESTRAINTS OR QUICK TO LOSE THEM UNDER INFLUENCE OF CONDITIONS. THEY GATHER INTO PACKS, LIVING BY DOG-EAT-DOG RULES, CUTTING EACH OTHER THROATS OVER A BETTER PIECE. THIS IS HOW YESTERDAY'S CIVILIANS BECOME SCAVS.
	„

	
	~ IN GAME DESCRIPTION
	


SCAVENGERS, KNOWN BY THEIR ALIAS "SCAVS", ARE A FACTION IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV.

BACKGROUND
AT THE ONSET OF ACTIVE HOSTILITIES IN THE CITY, IN ADDITION TO THE PREDICTABLE HUMANITARIAN CONSEQUENCES, A SPECIAL TREND IS OBSERVED THAT REPRESENTS A THREAT FOR BOTH CIVILIANS AND ARMED FORCES OF THE CONFLICTING PARTIES. DUE TO THE TENSE SITUATION IN THE CITY PRIOR TO THE OPEN CONFLICT, TARKOV HAS DEVELOPED CONDITIONS ATTRACTIVE FOR ALL KINDS OF CRIMINALS AND ANTISOCIAL PERSONALITIES. IN ADDITION, THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE UNDERWORLD BUSINESS, ESPECIALLY IN RECENT YEARS, HAS ENCOURAGED THE FORMATION OF A CERTAIN POPULATION STRATUM PREVIOUSLY NOT DIRECTLY ASSOCIATED WITH CRIMINALS, BUT, DUE TO THEIR MORAL AND ETHICAL INCLINATIONS, PRONE TO ANTISOCIAL ACTIONS IN CERTAIN CASES CONCERNED WITH THEIR OWN BENEFIT. THUS, AT THIS POINT, THE FORMATION OF GROUPS ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN LOOTING, ROBBERY AND ARMED ATTACKS CAN BE OBSERVED IN TARKOV, INVARIABLY COUPLED WITH VIOLENCE AGAINST THE CIVILIAN POPULATION AND EVEN MILITARY STAFF. RECENTLY, THESE GROUPS HAVE EARNED A NICKNAME FROM THE LOCALS - SCAVS.
THE SCAV GROUPS ARE QUITE VARIED, HAVE DIVERSE ETHNIC, SOCIAL AND QUANTITATIVE COMPOSITION, AS WELL AS THE DIFFERENT LEVELS AND QUALITY OF EQUIPMENT AND VARYING DEGREES OF SUSTAINABILITY. BY FAR, FOUR OF THESE GROUPS THE ARE CONSIDERED TO BE THE MOST STABLE AND ORGANIZED: [1]
"GRIZZLE" ARMED GROUP. REAL NAME UNKNOWN.[2]
B. S. PASHUTIN (BORIS SEMYONOVICH) ARMED GROUP. (ALIAS FIEND)[3]
Y. G. ZHILNOV (YAROSLAV GRIGORYEVICH) GROUP. (ALIAS YARIK, YAGA)[4]
B. T. STOPORENKO GROUP (ALIAS LAWYER).[1]

GAMEPLAY
SCAVS ARE BOTH AI AND PLAYER CONTROLLED CHARACTERS. ALL LOCATIONS BEGIN WITH SCAVS ALREADY POPULATING THEM, AND MORE WILL ARRIVE IN WAVES THROUGHOUT THE DURATION OF A RAID. DURING SOME OF THESE SPAWN WAVES, PLAYER CONTROLLED SCAVS WILL JOIN THE MATCH. SCAVS CAN SPAWN WITH RANDOM VARIOUS PIECES OF EQUIPMENT, AND EVEN HAVE VARYING SKILL LEVELS.
AI SCAVS ARE, FOR THE MOST PART, NOT A VERY LARGE THREAT. THEY USUALLY FOLLOW A BASIC PATROL ROUTE OF WALKING TO A POSITION, STOPPING, LOOKING AROUND A BIT, THEN CONTINUING IN ANOTHER DIRECTION, OR JUST STANDING IN PLACE LOOKING BACK AND FORTH. THIS IS TYPICALLY A GOOD METHOD TO DETERMINE IF THE SCAV IS AI OR A PLAYER. THEY ALSO OCCASIONALLY STOP TO "LOOT" CONTAINERS, THOUGH IT SEEMS THEY NEVER ACTUALITY TAKE ANYTHING AND IS MOST LIKELY JUST TO HELP MASK SCAV PLAYERS BETTER. THEY ALSO TEND TO SAY VOICE LINES IN RUSSIAN, SEEMINGLY AT RANDOM, VERY OFTEN. THIS IS ALSO A GOOD METHOD TO DETERMINE IF A SCAV IS A PLAYER OR NOT, OR SIMPLY TO FIND OUT IF THERE ARE SCAVS NEARBY. IN COMBAT, LONE SCAVS ARE PRACTICALLY A NON-THREAT, GENERALLY REQUIRING ONE PRECISE SHOT TO THE HEAD TO DISPATCH. IN PACKS, SCAVS WILL POSE MORE OF A THREAT, BUT ARE STILL BOGGED DOWN BY THEIR SUBPAR GEAR AND RUDIMENTARY AI.
THEY TEND TO BE VERY INACCURATE, MOST LIKELY AS A BALANCE AND TO FIT IN WITH THE LORE, AND EXHIBIT A VERY BASIC UNDERSTANDING OF TACTICS (USING BASIC COVER SUCH AS RUNNING AROUND A BUILDING, WAITING AROUND CORNERS OR NEXT TO DOORWAYS, ETC).
AI SCAVS HAVE VERY LITTLE (IF ANY) SITUATIONAL AWARENESS, MAKING IT VERY EASY TO GET THE DROP ON A GROUP OF THEM. WITH A MODERATE AMOUNT OF STEALTH, ONE CAN FIND A SUITABLE SPOT TO PICK THEM OFF. THE SIZE OF THE GROUPS THEY TRAVEL IN VARY WIDELY, ESPECIALLY GIVEN THE SIZE OF THE MAP, BUT THEY TYPICALLY PATROL IN GROUPS OF 3. SCAVS WILL GENERALLY STICK AROUND LANDMARKS AND OTHER IMPORTANT PLACES, BUT WILL SOMETIMES ROAM AROUND THE MAP INSTEAD.
THERE ARE 3 DIFFERENT HEALTH PRESETS SCAVS CAN HAVE.
HEALTH POOL ONE
HEALTH POOL TWO
HEALTH POOL THREE
	HEALTH POOL 
	STATS 
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	HEAD: 35
THORAX: 85
STOMACH: 70
ARMS: 60 EACH
LEGS: 65 EACH
TOTAL: 440


SCAV GAME MODE
PLAYING AS A SCAV IS LIKE PLAYING THE GAME WITHOUT RULES, ONE WHERE THE PLAYERS CAN EXPERIENCE QUITE DIFFERENT GAMEPLAY WITH A FOCUS ON RECKLESS ABANDON. THE SCAV PLAYER IS SPAWNED TOGETHER WITH AI SCAVS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE PLAYER SCAV WILL SPAWN PART-WAY THROUGH A RAID IN ONE OF SEVERAL SET SPAWN POINTS. SCAV TACTICS CHANGE UP THE OVERALL STYLE OF RAID GAMEPLAY, AND IN MOST CASES, COMPLICATING THE LIVES OF BEAR AND USEC PLAYERS, WHILE ALSO FIGHTING AMONG THEMSELVES.
WHEN YOU JOIN A RAID AS A SCAV, YOU ARE NEUTRAL WITH ALL NORMAL AI SCAVS. THAT MEANS THEY WILL NOT SHOOT YOU OR REACT NEGATIVELY IN ANY WAY. HOWEVER, IF YOU ATTACK ANY SCAV YOU BECOME A "TRAITOR" AND ALL NEARBY AI SCAVS WILL BECOME HOSTILE. YOU WON'T BECOME A TRAITOR IF YOU ATTACK OR KILL A PLAYER SCAV WHO ATTACKED YOU FIRST, OR WAS ALREADY MARKED AS A TRAITOR TO NEARBY AI SCAVS. SCAV RAIDERS, AS WELL AS BOSSES AND THEIR FOLLOWERS WON'T BOTHER YOU AS LONG AS YOU DON'T GET TOO CLOSE TO THEM.
THE MOST IMPORTANT THING ABOUT PLAYING AS SCAV IS THAT IF YOU GET KILLED IN THE RAID, YOU WILL NOT LOSE ANYTHING FROM YOUR MAIN CHARACTER'S POSSESSIONS, AND IF YOU SURVIVE, YOU CAN ADD WHATEVER YOU LOOTED TO YOUR STASH. IN OTHER WORDS, THIS IS AN ALTERNATIVE WAY TO FIND AND SAVE ITEMS AND TO TAKE PART IN COMBAT, BUT WITHOUT THE RISK OF LOSING EVERYTHING BROUGHT INTO THE RAID.
YOUR SCAV CHARACTER IS PROGRESSING SEPARATELY FROM YOUR MAIN PMC CHARACTER. LEVEL AND SKILL PROGRESS CARRY OVER BETWEEN RAIDS, EVEN THOUGH THE CHARACTER NAMES IMPLY DIFFERENT PERSONS.
UPGRADING THE INTELLIGENCE CENTER IN YOUR HIDEOUT WILL ALLOW YOU TO REDUCE THE COOLDOWN TIMER FOR THE SCAV GAME MODE:
LEVEL 1 INTELLIGENCE CENTER: -15%
LEVEL 3 INTELLIGENCE CENTER: -20% (-35% IN TOTAL)
SCAV KARMA
SCAV KARMA IS A SYSTEM THAT WAS IMPLEMENTED TO REWARD COOPERATION BETWEEN PLAYER SCAVS RATHER THAN SHOOTING EACH OTHER ON SIGHT. DIFFERENT ACTIONS CAUSE DIFFERENT CHANGES TO YOUR KARMA LEVEL. YOUR CURRENT KARMA CAN BE FOUND AS FENCE TRADER REPUTATION.
NOTE: IF YOU HAVE +6 KARMA OR BETTER, THE PENALTIES ARE MULTIPLED BY A CERTAIN AMOUNT.
	ACTION
	CHANGE
	NOTE

	EXTRACT AS A SCAV
	+0.01
	EXTRACT ON ANY LOCATION.

	USE A COOP EXTRACT AS SCAV OR PMC
	+0.25 FIRST TIME
	SUBSEQUENT EXTRACTS HAVE 50% DIMINISHING RETURN (+0.13; +0.07; ETC.) AND EACH LOCATION HAS ITS OWN COUNT.

	USE A CAR EXTRACT AS PMC
	+0.25 FIRST TIME
	SUBSEQUENT EXTRACTS HAVE 50% DIMINISHING RETURN (+0.13; +0.07; ETC.) AND EACH LOCATION HAS ITS OWN COUNT.

	KILL A PMC AS A SCAV
	+0.03
	IF THE PMC KILLED AT LEAST ONE SCAV, YOU GET +0.03.

	KILL A TRAITOR SCAV AS A SCAV
	+0.03
	IF THE TRAITOR KILLED AT LEAST ONE SCAV, YOU GET +0.03.

	HELP A SCAV
	+0.02
	

	HELP A BOSS
	+0.05
	

	KILL A SCAV AS A SCAV
	-0.05 OR -0.1
	YOU BECOME A TRAITOR SCAV FOR THE REST OF THE RAID.

	KILL A BOSS GUARD AS A SCAV
	-0.06
	YOU BECOME A TRAITOR SCAV FOR THE REST OF THE RAID.

	KILL A BOSS AS A SCAV
	-0.2 - -0.5
	YOU BECOME A TRAITOR SCAV FOR THE REST OF THE RAID.


YOUR SCAV KARMA AFFECTS THE FOLLOWING THINGS:
FEE AMOUNT FOR CAR EXTRACTIONS (E.G. "DORMS V-EX" ON CUSTOMS)
SCAV CASE TURNAROUND TIME IN THE HIDEOUT
FENCE'S PAYOUT FOR ITEMS SOLD TO HIM
WITH A KARMA LEVEL OF +6, PLAYERS GET ACCESS TO AN ADDITIONAL SALES TAB ON FENCE THAT OFFERS A 30% DISCOUNT
SCAV GAME MODE COOLDOWN
THE AMOUNT OF AVAILABLE EXTRACTS IN THE SCAV GAME MODE
THE QUALITY OF YOUR GEAR SET IN THE SCAV GAME MODE
THE CHANCE THAT AI-SCAVS FOLLOW THE PLAYER'S COMMANDS (FOLLOW, HOLD POSITION ETC.)
WITH A VERY HIGH KARMA LEVEL (6+), AI-SCAVS WILL SUPPORT PLAYER SCAVS BY ATTACKING THEIR TARGETS AND BOSSES WILL BE CONSIDERED ALLIES
WITH A VERY LOW KARMA LEVEL (-5), AI-SCAVS WILL ATTACK THE PLAYER ON SIGHT
[image: Tracker]
EQUIPMENT
NOTE THAT THE PRIMARY WEAPONS CAN HAVE NUMEROUS MOD VARIATIONS AND THOSE SHOWN BELOW ARE EXAMPLES.
WEAPONS
EARPIECES
HEADWEAR
FACE COVER
EYEWEAR
BODY ARMOR
BACKPACKS
CHEST RIGS
PISTOLS
SHOTGUNS
SUBMACHINE GUNS
ASSAULT RIFLES
ASSAULT CARBINES
DESIGNATED MARKSMAN RIFLES
SNIPER RIFLES
	ICON 
	NAME 
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	MP-443 "GRACH"
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	P226R
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	PB PISTOL
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	APS
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	PM (T) PISTOL
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	PM PISTOL
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	TT PISTOL
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	M9A3

	[image: ]
	M1911A1


TRIVIA
IN RUSSIAN, SCAVS ARE KNOWN AS 'SAVAGES' OR 'WILD'.

SCAV RAIDERS
	
	
	

	
	SCAV RAIDERS
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	GENERAL DATA

	
	
	

	LOCATION
	
	RESERVE, THE LAB



	

	
	
	



	“
	A SHADY GROUP OF ARMED PEOPLE WHO, ACCORDING TO RUMORS, CONSIST OF FORMER PMC OPERATORS AND LOCAL RESIDENTS. THEY POSSESS GREAT COMBAT AND TACTICAL SKILLS.
	„

	
	~ IN GAME DESCRIPTION
	


SCAV RAIDERS ARE A FACTION OF SCAVS IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV.

NOTES
RAIDERS HAVE DIFFERENT HEALTH VALUES THAN PMCS AND OTHER SCAVS.
	RAIDER HEALTH
	STATS

	
[image: ]
	HEAD: 40
THORAX: 160
STOMACH: 130
ARMS: 100 EACH
LEGS: 110 EACH
TOTAL: 750



BEHAVIOR
SCAV RAIDERS ARE ADVANCED SCAVS THAT ARE CONSIDERABLY STRONGER AND MORE TACTICAL THAN EVERYDAY SCAVS. THEY FIGHT IN GROUPS, OFTEN PATROLLING THE LAB, AND RESERVE IN SMALL SQUADS OF THREE/FOUR MEMBERS. RAIDERS EMPLOY MULTIPLE DIFFERENT WEAPONS AND TACTICS, NOT AFRAID TO FLANK, RUSH, AND PIN DOWN INTRUDING PMCS. EXTREME DISCRETION IS REQUIRED WHEN FACING RAIDERS, AS UNPREPARED PLAYERS WILL OFTEN BE SHOT DOWN ALMOST INSTANTLY. RAIDERS OFTEN SAY VOICE LINES WHILE PATROLLING OR FIGHTING AND ARE EASILY DISTINGUISHED FROM SCAVS WHEN SPEAKING ENGLISH. SCAV RAIDERS START OUT NEUTRAL TO OTHER SCAVS (INCLUDING PLAYER SCAVS), BUT WILL GET IRRITATED AND SHOUT WARNINGS WHEN THEY GET TOO CLOSE. IF THE WARNING IS IGNORED, THEY WILL OPEN FIRE. IF SOME OTHER SCAV HAS ALERTED A RAIDER, IT BECOMES HOSTILE TO ALL OTHER NON-RAIDER SCAVS; IT IS SAFER TO ALWAYS ASSUME THAT THEY ARE HOSTILE. RAIDERS SPAWN THROUGHOUT THE LAB LOCATION, AND SPAWN FREQUENTLY ON RESERVE, OFTEN SPAWNING AT THE BEGINNING OF A RAID IN THE CONTROL ROOM AND IN THE TUNNELS, AS WELL AS FROM HERMETIC DOOR ACTIVATION, D2 ACTIVATION, AND THE ARRIVAL OF THE ARMORED TRAIN EXTRACT.
BOSSES FOLLOWERS HAVE A SIMILAR LOGIC, WITH THE EXCEPTION THAT THE BOSS GETS ANGRY WITHOUT A WARNING.
STRATEGY
BECAUSE RAIDERS ARE ABLE TO HAVE CLASS 5/6 BODY ARMOR OR ARMORED RIGS, IT IS BEST TO BRING HIGH PENETRATION AMMO. WITHOUT AP ROUNDS, AIMING FOR THE FACE IS VITAL, AS THE HITBOXES FOR THE EYES AND JAWS WILL BE PROTECTED BY, AT MOST, CLASS 3 FACE SHIELDS; HOWEVER, OTHER HEAD HITBOXES WON'T HAVE ANY ARMOR CLASS HIGHER THAN 4. ALSO, PEEKING THE SAME ANGLE TWICE IS HIGHLY DISCOURAGED AS RAIDERS WILL WATCH AN ANGLE IF YOU PEEK IT ONCE SO IT IS BEST TO REGULARLY CHANGE YOUR POSITION. IT IS ALSO BEST TO ENGAGE RAIDERS IN CLOSE RANGE OR IN ENCLOSED SPACES AS THERE IS MORE COVER AND IT IS MUCH EASIER TO LAND HEADSHOTS IN CLOSE RANGE, PLUS THERE ARE PLACES TO RETREAT TO, AS RAIDERS ARE ABLE TO USE GRENADES, MAKING ANY ROOM WITH ONE EXIT A DEATH SENTENCE. IT IS ALSO USEFUL TO USE GRENADES FOR YOUR OWN ADVANTAGE, GRENADES ARE VERY USEFUL AT FLUSHING RAIDERS OUT, FORCING THEM OUT OF ANY COVER THEY MAY HAVE, WHICH WILL PUT THEM OUT IN THE OPEN WHERE THEY CAN BE DISPATCHED. IF ATTEMPTING TO FIGHT RAIDERS AS A SCAV ON RESERVE MOST OF YOUR FIGHTS WILL BE IN THE OPEN AREA IN BETWEEN ROOK/TRAIN STATION AND THE K BUILDINGS, AS MOST OF THE TIME THE ONES IN THE TUNNELS BENEATH THE HELICOPTER WILL ALREADY HAVE BEEN KILLED. IF ENGAGING OUTSIDE OF ROOK RAIDERS WILL USUALLY ATTEMPT TO FIND COVER ONCE BEING SHOT INSTEAD OF INSTANTLY SHOOTING BACK. THIS IS NOT AN EXCUSE TO PUSH FURTHER, AS RUSHING THEIR COVER WILL RESULT IN YOUR IMMEDIATE DEATH. RAIDERS GENERALLY RUN TO COVER IF YOU ARE FAR ENOUGH AWAY, WITHIN A SHORT RANGE THEY WILL OFTEN SHOOT YOU ON THE SPOT. BECAUSE OF THIS BEHAVIOR WHAT YOU SHOULD DO NEXT DEPENDS ON YOUR WEAPON. IF YOU HAVE A SNIPER (SUCH AS A MOSIN RIFLE, SV-98, OR OTHER BOLT ACTION RIFLE) IT IS BEST TO TAKE POSITION ON TOP OF ROOK/TRAIN STATION AND SHOOT THEM FROM THERE AND SIMPLY WAIT FOR THEM TO PEEK YOU BECAUSE AFTER ENOUGH TIME THEY WILL OFTEN COME OUT OF COVER IF THEY REACH IT, ESPECIALLY IF ANOTHER SCAV HAS AGGRAVATED THEM. IF YOU HAVE A SHOTGUN IT IS BEST TO SHOOT THEM FROM MID RANGE AND DUCK TO COVER SUCH AS INSIDE ROOK/TRAIN STATION OR K BUILDINGS TO FORCE THEM TO PUSH YOU, THEN JUST AIM FOR THE FACE, WITH ENOUGH SKILL (AND/OR LUCK) YOU CAN DISPATCH THEM (BOTTLENECK AND BLITZKRIEG). IF YOU HAVE AN ASSAULT RIFLE EITHER PUSH TOWARDS THEM AND GET CLOSE AND AIM FOR FACE OR USE THE SHOTGUN'S STRATEGY. IF ATTEMPTING TO FIGHT RAIDERS IN THE TUNNELS, USING A BOLT-ACTION IS DISCOURAGED, ALTHOUGH SHOTGUNS HAVE PROVED VERY USEFUL. ATTEMPT TO ENGAGE THEM IN THE MAIN AREA AND THEN ROTATE USING THE SIDE TUNNELS TO FLANK AND GET CLOSER. DON'T GET GREEDY AND TRY TO KILL MORE THAN ONE AT A TIME, IF IT SEEMS LIKE A ROOM HAS 2 RAIDERS IN IT, USE GRENADES TO FLUSH THEM OUT AND RUSH. REMEMBER TO AIM AT HEAD LEVEL.
[image: Tracker]
EQUIPMENT
WEAPONS
EARPIECES
HEADWEAR
FACE COVER
EYEWEAR
BODY ARMOR
BACKPACKS
CHEST RIGS
ITEMS
	ICON
	WEAPON
	AMMUNITION
	MODS
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	KALASHNIKOV AK-104 7.62X39 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	ROTOR 43 7.62X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR
AXION KOBRA DOVETAIL MOUNT
SUREFIRE X400 ULTRA TACTICAL FLASHLIGHT WITH LASER
AK MAGPUL MOE AKM HANDGUARD
VALDAY PS-320 1/6X SCOPE
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	CMMG MK47 MUTANT 7.62X39 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	AK 7.62X39 US PALM "AK30" 30-ROUND MAGAZINE

	[image: ]
	SIMONOV SKS 7.62X39 CARBINE
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	VALDAY PK-120 (1P87) HOLOGRAPHIC SIGHT
SKS HEXAGON 7.62X39 SOUND SUPPRESSOR OR AK 7.62X39 SRVV MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR
ZENIT PERST-3 TACTICAL DEVICE
SKS FAB DEFENSE UAS STOCK
SKS 7.62X39 PROMAG AALVX 35-ROUND MAGAZINE
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	KALASHNIKOV AK-74M 5.45X39 ASSAULT RIFLE
	[image: ] [image: ] [image: ]
	AK-74M ZENITCO
RPK-16 5.45X39 95-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE
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	KALASHNIKOV AK-105 5.45X39 ASSAULT RIFLE
	[image: ] [image: ]
[image: ] [image: ] [image: ]
	BELOMO PK-06 REFLEX SIGHT

AK CAA RS47 HANDGUARD
TANGODOWN STUBBY BGV-MK46K FOREGRIP
ARMYTEK PREDATOR PRO V3 XHP35 HI FLASHLIGHT
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	KALASHNIKOV AKS-74U 5.45X39 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	AK-74 HEXAGON 5.45X39 SOUND SUPPRESSOR

ARMYTEK PREDATOR PRO V3 XHP35 HI FLASHLIGHT
AKS-74U ZENIT B-11 HANDGUARD
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	KALASHNIKOV AKS-74UN 5.45X39 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	AKS-74U ZENIT B-18 MOUNT

VOMZ PILAD P1X42 WEAVER REFLEX SIGHT
AK TAPCO SAW-STYLE PISTOL GRIP
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	AS VAL 9X39 SPECIAL ASSAULT RIFLE
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	ZENIT B-13 "KLASSIKA" DOVETAIL RAIL PLATFORM
SIG SAUER ROMEO4 REFLEX SIGHT
TRIJICON RMR REFLEX SIGHT
RTM PILLAU TACTICAL FOREGRIP
TRIJICON RMR HIGH PROFILE MOUNT

	[image: ]
	DS ARMS SA-58 7.62X51 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	SA-58/FAL 7.62X51 X PRODUCTS X-FAL 50-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE AND SA-58/FAL 7.62X51 20-ROUND MAGAZINE
MAGPUL RVG FOREGRIP
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	KEL-TEC RFB 7.62X51 RIFLE
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	VORTEX RAZOR AMG UH-1 HOLOGRAPHIC SIGHT OR
AIMPOINT COMPM4 REFLEX SIGHT AND AIMPOINT LRP MOUNT FOR COMPM4 SIGHTS
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	KNIGHT'S ARMAMENT COMPANY SR-25 7.62X51 MARKSMAN RIFLE
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	MAGPUL M-LOK AFG TACTICAL FOREGRIP
AR-10 2A ARMANENT X3 7.62X51 COMPENSATOR OR KAC PRS/QDC 7.62X51 SOUND SUPPRESSOR
ELCAN SPECTERDR 1X/4X SCOPE
MFT BUS STOCK
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	SIG MCX .300 BLACKOUT ASSAULT RIFLE
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	EOTECH XPS3-2 HOLOGRAPHIC SIGHT
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	COLT M4A1 5.56X45 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	AR-15 KAC RIS HANDGUARD

MAGPUL MOE CARBINE STOCK
TANGODOWN STUBBY BGV-MK46K FOREGRIP
ARMYTEK PREDATOR PRO V3 XHP35 HI FLASHLIGHT
LARUE LT101 QD TACTICAL PICATINNY RISER MOUNT
WALTHER MRS REFLEX SIGHT

	[image: ]
	COLT M4A1 5.56X45 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	MAGPUL CTR CARBINE STOCK

AIMPOINT COMPM4 REFLEX SIGHT
AR-15 GEISSELE SMR MK16 9.5 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD
SUREFIRE SOCOM556-RC2 5.56X45 SOUND SUPPRESSOR
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	COLT M4A1 5.56X45 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	LMT SOPMOD STOCK

AR-15 GEISSELE SMR MK16 13.5 INCH M-LOK HANDGUARD AR-15 SUREFIRE FH556RC 5.56X45 FLASH HIDER
AR-15 GEISSELE ACH CHARGING HANDLE
SUREFIRE SOCOM556-RC2 5.56X45 SOUND SUPPRESSOR
EOTECH HHS-1 HYBRID SIGHT
5.56X45 MAGPUL PMAG 20 GEN M3 STANAG 20-ROUND MAGAZINE
LA-5B/PEQ TACTICAL DEVICE
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	HK 416A5 5.56X45 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	EOTECH HHS-1 (TAN) / HOLOSUN HS401G5 / COBRA EKP-8-18

NOVESKE KX3 5.56X45 FLASH HIDER
MAGPUL AFG GRIP (FDE)
HOGUE OVERMOLDED RUBBER GRIP
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	DESERT TECH MDR 5.56X45 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	EOTECH XPS3-2 HOLOGRAPHIC SIGHT
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	LONE STAR TX-15 DML 5.56X45 CARBINE
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	EOTECH XPS3-2 HOLOGRAPHIC SIGHT
MAGPUL M-LOK AFG TACTICAL FOREGRIP
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	LONE STAR TX-15 DML 5.56X45 CARBINE
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	EOTECH XPS3-2 HOLOGRAPHIC SIGHT
MAGPUL M-LOK AFG TACTICAL FOREGRIP
5.56X45 MAGPUL PMAG 40 GEN M3 STANAG 40-ROUND MAGAZINE
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	SIG MPX 9X19 SUBMACHINE GUN
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	SIG SAUER ROMEO4 REFLEX SIGHT

SIG SAUER ROMEO SIGHT MOUNT
MAGPUL AFG TACTICAL FOREGRIP
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	HK MP5 9X19 SUBMACHINE GUN (NAVY 3 ROUND BURST)
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	ROTOR 43 9X19 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR

HK MP5 9X19 X PRODUCTS X-5 50-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE
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	HK MP5 9X19 SUBMACHINE GUN (NAVY 3 ROUND BURST)
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	AIMPOINT MICRO T-1 REFLEX SIGHT

AIMPOINT MICRO STANDARD MOUNT
SUREFIRE XC1 TACTICAL FLASHLIGHT
HK MP5 END CAP STOCK
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	B&T MP9-N 9X19 SUBMACHINE GUN
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	MP9 9X19 UPPER RECEIVER
TRIJICON SRS-02 REFLEX SIGHT
ULTRAFIRE WF-501B FLASHLIGHT
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	PP-91 "KEDR" 9X18PM SUBMACHINE GUN
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	BELOMO PK-06 REFLEX SIGHT

ZENIT KLESCH-2IKS FLASHLIGHT WITH LASER
PP-91 "KEDR" ROTOR 43 RIS MOUNT
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	FN P90 5.7X28 SUBMACHINE GUN
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	EOTECH XPS3-0 HOLOGRAPHIC SIGHT

FN ATTENUATOR 5.7X28 SOUND SUPPRESSOR
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	HK MP7A2 4.6X30 SUBMACHINE GUN
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	TRIJICON SRS-02 REFLEX SIGHT
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	TDI KRISS VECTOR GEN.2 9X19 SUBMACHINE GUN
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	TRIJICON RMR HIGH PROFILE MOUNT
TRIJICON RMR REFLEX SIGHT
GLOCK 9X19 "BIG STICK" 33-ROUND MAGAZINE
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	SOYUZ-TM STM-9 GEN.2 9X19 CARBINE
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	GLOCK 9X19 SGM TACTICAL 50-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE
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	REMINGTON MODEL 870 12GA PUMP-ACTION SHOTGUN
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	M870 MAGPUL MOE HANDGUARD

M870 FAB DEFENSE AGR-870 PISTOL GRIP
MP-133/153 TAKTIKA TULA 12003 STOCK ADAPTER
FAB DEFENSE BUFFER TUBE FOR AGR-870
M870 XS SHOTRAIL RAIL WITH GHOST RING REAR SIGHT
MAGPUL MOE CARBINE STOCK
STEINER LAS/TAC 2 TACTICAL FLASHLIGHT
MAGPUL M-LOK 2.5 INCH RAIL
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	MP-153 12GA SEMI-AUTOMATIC SHOTGUN
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	M870 FAB DEFENSE AGR-870 PISTOL GRIP

MP-133/153 TAKTIKA TULA 12003 STOCK ADAPTER
FAB DEFENSE BUFFER TUBE FOR AGR-870
KIBA ARMS SPRM RAIL MOUNT FOR PUMP-ACTION SHOTGUNS
AXION KOBRA EKP-8-18 REFLEX SIGHT
DELTA-TEK SPRUT MOUNT FOR PUMP-ACTION SHOTGUNS
ZENIT KLESCH-2U TACTICAL FLASHLIGHT
FAB DEFENSE GLR-16-S STOCK
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	MP-133 12GA PUMP-ACTION SHOTGUN
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	M870 FAB DEFENSE AGR-870 PISTOL GRIP
MP-133/153 TAKTIKA TULA 12003 STOCK ADAPTER
MP-133 CUSTOM PLASTIC FORESTOCK WITH RAILS
MP-133 12GA 8-SHELL MAGAZINE / MP-133 12GA 6-SHELL MAGAZINE
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	SAIGA 12GA VER.10 12/76 SEMI-AUTOMATIC SHOTGUN
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	AK-74M CAA AKTS AK74 BUFFER TUBE
FAB DEFENSE GL-SHOCK BUTTSTOCK
SOK-12 LEAPERS UTG PRO MTU002 LONG TOP ALUMINUM HANDGUARD
VOMZ PILAD P1X42 WEAVER REFLEX SIGHT
ZENIT KLESCH-2U TACTICAL FLASHLIGHT
SOK-12 12/76 SAI-02 10-ROUND MAGAZINE
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	STECHKIN APS 9X18PM MACHINE PISTOL
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	GLOCK 17 9X19 PISTOL
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	GLOCK 9X19 ALPHA WOLF CUSTOM PISTOL SLIDE

GLOCK 9X19 LONE WOLF LWD-COMP9 COMPENSATOR
GLOCK DEAD RINGER SNAKE EYE REAR SIGHT
GLOCK DEAD RINGER SNAKE EYE FRONT SIGHT

	[image: ]
	COLT M45A1 .45 ACP PISTOL
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	HK USP .45 ACP PISTOL
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	SP-8 SURVIVAL MACHETE
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	ANTIQUE AXE
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	F-1 HAND GRENADE
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	RGD-5 HAND GRENADE
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	VOG-17 KHATTABKA IMPROVISED HAND GRENADE
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	ZARYA
	
	


TRIVIA
SCAV RAIDERS ONLY HAVE A NICKNAME, WHICH MOST OF THEM ARE THE NAMES OF CARNIVOROUS ANIMALS IN RUSSIAN. BELOW IS A LIST OF THE DIFFERENT NICKNAMES THEY CAN HAVE:

AKULA (SHARK)
ASSA
BZT
BALU (BALOO FROM THE JUNGLE BOOK)
BARRAKUDA (BARRACUDA)
BARS (LEOPARD/PANTHER)
BERKUT (GOLDEN EAGLE)
BOB
DIKOBRAZ (PORCUPINE)
GADYUKA (VIPER, ADDER)
GEPARD (CHEETAH)
GRIF (VULTURE/GRIFFIN)
GRIZZLI (GRIZZLY)
GYURZA (BLUNT-NOSED VIPER)
IRBIS (SNOW LEOPARD/OUNCE)
JAGUAR
KARAKURT (BLACK WIDOW)
KAYMAN (CAIMAN)
KOBRA (COBRA)
KONDOR (CONDOR)
KRASNYY VOLK (RED WOLF)
KRECHET (GYRFALCON)
KULING
LEOPARD
LEV (LION)
LIS (FOX)
LOGGERHED (LOGGERHEAD SEA TURTLE)
LYUTTY (THE FEROCIOUS ONE, A 1974 SOVIET FILM)
MAGA
MANGUST (MANGOOSE)
MANTIS
MEDVED (BEAR)
NOSOROG (RHINOCEROS)
OREL (EAGLE)
ORLAN (SEA EAGLE)
PADALSCHIK (SCAVENGER)
PANTERA (PANTHER)
PCHEL (BEE)
PITON (PYTHON)
PIRANYA (PIRANHA)
PUMA
RADAR
ROSOMAHA (WOLVERINE)
RYS (LYNX)
SAPSAN (PEREGRINE FALCON)
SEKACH (HOG)
SHAKAL (JACKAL)
SIGNAL
SKORPION (SCORPION)
STERVYATNIK (VULTURE)
TARANTUL (TARANTULA)
TAYPAN (TAIPAN)
TIGR (TIGER)
VARAN (MONITOR LIZARD)
VEGAN
VEPR (BOAR)
VETERAN
VOLK (WOLF)
VORON (CROW)
YAGUAR (JAGUAR)
YASTREB (HAWK)
ZUBR (BISON)
BANKIR

CULTISTS
	
	
	

	
	CULTISTS
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	GENERAL DATA

	
	
	

	LOCATION
	
	CUSTOMS, NIGHT FACTORY, SHORELINE, WOODS



	ADDITIONAL DATA

	
	
	

	SPAWN CHANCE
	
	CUSTOMS: 20%
NIGHT FACTORY: 3%
SHORELINE: 20%
WOODS: 30%



	

	
	
	


CULTISTS ARE A FACTION AND A TYPE OF BOSSES IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV.

NOTES
THE CULTIST PRIEST AND HIS 2-4 FOLLOWERS HAVE DIFFERENT HEALTH VALUES THAN PMCS AND SCAVS.
	CULTIST PRIEST 
	STATS 
	CULTIST WARRIOR 
	STATS 

	[image: ]
	HEAD: 50
THORAX: 200
STOMACH: 200
ARMS: 100 EACH
LEGS: 100 EACH
TOTAL: 850
	[image: ]
	HEAD: 50
THORAX: 220
STOMACH: 180
ARMS: 100 EACH
LEGS: 100 EACH
TOTAL: 850


A GROUP OF CULTISTS IS FORMED BY A CULTIST PRIEST AND WARRIORS.
CULTISTS ARE COLD BLOODED AND CAN'T BE SPOTTED WITH THERMAL VISION DEVICES.
KILLING CULTISTS AS A SCAV DOES NOT CARRY ANY PENALTIES TOWARDS YOUR KARMA.
INSTEAD OF THE TYPICAL 4X SINGLE SLOT POCKETS, THE CULTIST PRIEST HAS 5 DOUBLE SLOT POCKETS, BRINGING THEIR TOTAL SPACE TO 10 SLOTS.

LOCATION
THEY SPAWN BETWEEN 22:00 AND 6:00, EVEN IF THE RAID HAS ALREADY STARTED. KEEP IN MIND THAT THEY CAN WANDER QUITE FAR AWAY FROM THEIR INITIAL SPAWN LOCATIONS.
	NIGHT FACTORY
CUSTOMS: SCAV BASE (ZB-013 EXTRACTION)
  
[image: ]
LOCATION MARKED ON MAP
WOODS: NEAR THEIR RITUAL PLACES WESTERN OF THE SAWMILL AND AT THE DILAPIDATED VILLAGE IN THE NORTH.
  
[image: ]
LOCATIONS MARKED ON MAP
 
[image: ]
APPEARANCE OF A RITUAL PLACE
SHORELINE: WESTERN OF THE RIVER BETWEEN THE POWER STATION AND GAS STATION, AS WELL AS NORTH-EAST OF THE SWAMP VILLAGE AND AT THE HEALTH RESORT.
NOTE: IT IS RARE, BUT POSSIBLE THAT THEY APPEAR IN THE HEALTH RESORT AND AT ONE OF THE OTHER TWO LOCATIONS IN THE SAME RAID.
  
[image: ]
LOCATIONS MARKED ON MAP


[image: Tracker]
BEHAVIOR
CULTISTS LURK IN THE SHADOWS IN GROUPS OF 3-5, WAITING FOR A PLAYER TO APPROACH. THEY SILENTLY APPROACH THEIR ENEMIES AND STAB THEM USING EITHER NORMAL KNIVES OR, IN CASE OF THE PRIESTS, THE POISONED CULTIST KNIFE. IF FIRED UPON, THE CULTISTS WILL RETURN FIRE USING FIREARMS AND GRENADES. AFTER THEY ATTACK A PLAYER WITH THEIR KNIFE, THEY MAY CHOOSE TO RUN OFF INTO THE WOODS AGAIN AND ATTEMPT TO ATTACK THE PLAYER(S) FROM THE SHADOWS ONCE AGAIN. SOME CULTISTS HAVE BEEN SEEN TO PRONE IN THE GRASS OR HIDE IN BUSHES WHILE THEIR COMPANIONS ENGAGE THE PLAYER(S) WITH WEAPONS, THEN ATTACK WITH THEIR KNIVES WHEN IT'S LEAST EXPECTED.
CULTIST WARRIORS WILL IGNORE SCAVS, SCAV GUARDS, BOSSES, AND SCAV PLAYERS, BUT MAY SHOOT SCAV PLAYERS ON SIGHT IF AGGRAVATED. CULTIST PRIESTS WILL ATTEMPT TO RUN TO COVER WHENEVER A SCAV PLAYER COMES TOO CLOSE TO THEIR CURRENT LOCATION, AND MAY SHOOT ON SIGHT IF ALSO AGGRAVATED.
AS THE CULTISTS PREFER TO AMBUSH PLAYERS AND ARE EXTREMELY WELL HIDDEN, THEY ALMOST ALWAYS HAVE THE INITIATIVE. THUS, IT IS IMPORTANT FOR PLAYERS TO QUICKLY DETERMINE EXACTLY WHERE THE CULTISTS ARE AND ATTEMPT TO REGAIN THE INITIATIVE. CULTISTS APPEAR TO ALWAYS HAVE SUPPRESSORS AND STICK TO COVER, SO PLAYERS MUST BE ABLE TO QUICKLY SPOT THEM IN THE TREES, ESPECIALLY AT NIGHT. ON WOODS, PLAYERS SHOULD BE ESPECIALLY CAREFUL WHEN TRAVELING THROUGH EITHER OF THE MARKED CIRCLES ON THE MAP. ADDITIONALLY, CULTISTS HAVE BEEN SEEN TO STALK PLAYERS AND OPEN FIRE ON THEM UNPROVOKED, EVEN IF THEY MUST TRAVEL AWAY FROM THE MARKED CIRCLES. PLAYERS SHOULD BE EXTREMELY CAUTIOUS AS THE CULTISTS USE AMMO WITH HIGH-PENETRATIVE POWER, YET RARELY SPAWN WITH GRENADES. CULTISTS MAY SPAWN WITH A VARIETY OF ARMOR, RANGING FROM NO PROTECTION TO CLASS 6 ARMOR, HOWEVER, THEY RARELY, IF AT ALL, USE HEADGEAR, SO HEADSHOTS ARE CERTAINLY A VIABLE OPTION.
IF STABBED BY THE CULTIST KNIFE, PLAYERS WILL BE INFLICTED BY THE UNKNOWN TOXIN DEBUFF, WHICH DEALS GRADUAL DAMAGE OVER TIME AND CAUSES PAIN. THE TOXIN CAN BE CURED BY THE XTG-12 ANTIDOTE INJECTOR OR AUGMENTIN ANTIBIOTIC PILLS OTHERWISE, THE PLAYER MUST EXTRACT FROM THE RAID OR THEY WILL RUN OUT OF MEDICATION AND DIE.
PRIEST LOOT
NOTE THAT THE PRIMARY WEAPONS CAN HAVE NUMEROUS MOD VARIATIONS AND THOSE SHOWN BELOW ARE EXAMPLES.
WEAPONS
ITEMS
	ICON
	WEAPON
	AMMUNITION
	MODS
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	PP-91-01 "KEDR-B" 9X18PM SUBMACHINE GUN
	[image: ]
	-
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	CMMG MK47 MUTANT 7.62X39 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	AR-15 DLG TACTICAL DLG-123 PISTOL GRIP
AKMS 7.62X39 ALUMINIUM 30-ROUND MAGAZINE
AR-15 DOUBLESTAR ACE SOCOM GEN.4 STOCK
GEMTECH ONE DIRECT THREAD MOUNT ADAPTER
GEMTECH ONE MULTI-CALIBER SOUND SUPPRESSOR
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	HK MP5 9X19 SUBMACHINE GUN
	[image: ] [image: ]
	HK MP5 B&T TL-99 ALUMINUM HANDGUARD
AAC ILLUSION 9 9X19 SOUND SUPPRESSOR
HK MP5 9X19 X PRODUCTS X-5 50-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE

	[image: ]
	TDI KRISS VECTOR GEN.2 .45 ACP SUBMACHINE GUN
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	GLOCK .45 ACP KRISS G30 MAGEX 30-ROUND MAGAZINE
SILENCERCO OMEGA 45K DIRECT THREAD MOUNT ADAPTER WITH SILENCERCO OMEGA 45K .45 ACP SOUND SUPPRESSOR
BCM GUNFIGHTER MOD 3 VERTICAL FOREGRIP
KRISS VECTOR NON-FOLDING STOCK ADAPTER WITH KRISS VECTOR PISTOL SLING ADAPTER
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	SERDYUKOV SR-1MP GYURZA 9X21 PISTOL
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	SR-1MP 9X21 SILENCER
SR-1MP SOUND SUPPRESSOR MOUNT
SR-1MP QUAD RAIL MOUNT
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	CULTIST KNIFE
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	F-1 HAND GRENADE
	
	


WARRIOR LOOT
WEAPONS
FACE COVER
BODY ARMOR
CHEST RIGS
BACKPACKS
ITEMS
	ICON
	WEAPON
	AMMUNITION
	MODS
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	AS VAL 9X39 SPECIAL ASSAULT RIFLE
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	AXION KOBRA EKP-8-02 REFLEX SIGHT (DOVETAIL)
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	SVDS 7.62X54R SNIPER RIFLE
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	NSPU-M NIGHT VISION SCOPE
ROTOR 43 7.62X54R MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR
SVD MODERNIZATION KIT HANDGUARD

	[image: ]
	SR-25
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	STRIKE INDUSTRIES VIPER MOD 1 STOCK
AR-10 KAC "URX 4" 14.5 INCH HANDGUARD
ARMASIGHT VULCAN MG 3.5X BRAVO NIGHT VISION SCOPE
NCSTAR MPR45 BACKUP MOUNT WITH A LEUPOLD DELTAPOINT REFLEX SIGHT
AAC 762-SDN-6 MULTI-CALIBER SOUND SUPPRESSOR
AN/PEQ-2 TACTICAL DEVICE
FORTIS SHIFT TACTICAL FOREGRIP
AR-15 TACTICAL DYNAMICS SKELETONIZED PISTOL GRIP

	[image: ]
	SIMONOV SKS 7.62X39 CARBINE
	[image: ]
	SKS TAPCO INTRAFUSE STOCK
HIGH STANDARD M4SS STOCK
SKS HEXAGON 7.62X39 SOUND SUPPRESSOR
SKS 7.62X39 PROMAG AALVX 35-ROUND MAGAZINE
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	KALASHNIKOV AKM 7.62X39 ASSAULT RIFLE
	[image: ]
	ROTOR 43 7.62X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR
AK 7.62X39 MOLOT 40-ROUND MAGAZINE (6P2.SB-11)
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	KALASHNIKOV AKMN 7.62X39 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	PBS-1 7.62X39 SOUND SUPPRESSOR
NSPU-M NIGHT VISION SCOPE
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	KALASHNIKOV AK-105 5.45X39 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	AK-74 HEXAGON 5.45X39 SOUND SUPPRESSOR
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	RPK-16 5.45X39 LIGHT MACHINE GUN
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	AK 5.45X39 TGP-A MUZZLE DEVICE-SUPPRESSOR
AK-74 5.45X39 6L31 60-ROUND MAGAZINE
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	PP-19-01 "VITYAZ" 9X19 SUBMACHINE GUN
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	PP-19-01 "VITYAZ" 9X19 SOUND SUPPRESSOR
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	SIG MPX 9X19 SUBMACHINE GUN
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	MPX-SD 9X19 INTEGRATED SOUND SUPPRESSOR
MPX 9X19 TTI "BASE PAD +11" 41-ROUND MAGAZINE
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	B&T MP9 9X19 SUBMACHINE GUN
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	MP9 9X19 SOUND SUPPRESSOR
MP9 9X19 SOUND SUPPRESSOR ADAPTER
ZENIT KLESCH-2U TACTICAL FLASHLIGHT
LARUE LT101 QD TACTICAL PICATINNY RISER MOUNT WITH A NCSTAR ADO P4 SNIPER 3-9X42 RIFLESCOPE
TANGODOWN STUBBY BGV-MK46K FOREGRIP
AN/PEQ-15 TACTICAL DEVICE
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	RGD-5 HAND GRENADE
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	CULTIST KNIFE
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	6KH5 BAYONET
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	BARS A-2607 DAMASCUS KNIFE
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	UVSR TAIGA-1 SURVIVAL MACHETE
	
	


TRIVIA
CULTIST WARRIOR NAMES ARE HIDDEN, INSTEAD APPEARING AS "SEKTANT", A LOOSE TRANSLATION OF "CULTIST" TO RUSSIAN.
THE CULTIST PRIEST'S NAME IS ALWAYS ZHREC (| ZHRƐTS |) WHICH, IN RUSSIAN, DENOTES A PRIEST THAT PERFORMS SACRIFICES AND DOESN'T SERVE THE CHRISTIAN GOD.

		BOSSES

	

		BIG PIPE · BIRDEYE · CULTIST PRIEST · GLUKHAR · KILLA · KNIGHT · RESHALA · SANITAR · SHTURMAN · TAGILLA · SANTA CLAUS









ROGUES
	
	
	

	
	ROGUES
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	GENERAL DATA

	
	
	

	LOCATION
	
	LIGHTHOUSE



	

	
	
	


ROGUES ARE A FACTION OF EX-USEC OPERATIVES IN ESCAPE FROM TARKOV.

NOTES
ROGUES HAVE DIFFERENT HEALTH VALUES THAN PMCS AND OTHER SCAVS.
	ROGUE HEALTH
	STATS

	
[image: ]
	HEAD: 40
THORAX: 180
STOMACH: 130
ARMS: 105 EACH
LEGS: 105 EACH
TOTAL: 770


LOCATION
ROGUES ARE ONLY FOUND ON THE MAP LIGHTHOUSE, GUARDING A WATER TREATMENT PLANT THAT THEY HAVE CONVERTED INTO A BASE OF OPERATIONS SINCE LEAVING THE PRIVATE MILITARY COMPANY USEC.
[image: ]
[image: Tracker]
BEHAVIOUR
[image: ]
A ROGUE MOUNTING A NSV "UTYOS"
ROGUES DEFEND THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT BY PATROLLING THE AREA AND MANNING EMPLACED WEAPONS. THEY WILL OPEN FIRE ON PLAYERS WHO COME NEAR THE PLANT, BUT ARE MORE LENIENT TOWARDS USEC PMCS AND SCAVS. TO THESE PLAYERS, ROGUES WILL ONLY ENGAGE ONCE THEY HAVE ENTERED THE PLANT, UNLESS THEY ARE IN A GROUP WITH A BEAR PMC.
ROGUES OFTEN PATROL IN GROUPS OF TWO TO FIVE, AND WILL MAKE USE OF HIGHLY ACCURATE SUPPRESSIVE FIRE WHILE PUSHING PLAYERS. THEY ARE EXTREMELY DANGEROUS BOTH IN CLOSE-QUARTERS AND MEDIUM-RANGE COMBAT, CAPABLE OF FIRING IN FULL-AUTO WITH LASER-LIKE ACCURACY. THEY MAY ALSO USE FLASH GRENADES OR FRAGMENTATION GRENADES AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES. ROGUES MANNING EITHER THE NSV MACHINE GUNS OR AGS-30 GRENADE MACHINE GUNS WILL TYPICALLY SPOT PLAYERS WITHIN 200 TO 250 METERS, BUT HAVE BEEN OBSERVED TO SHOOT EVEN UP TO 500 METERS ACCURATELY. IF THEY ARE WOUNDED WHILE ON A MOUNTED WEAPON THEY WILL ABANDON THE POSITION TO FALL BACK AND HEAL BEFORE RETURNING TO THE MOUNTED WEAPON. IF A ROGUE MANNING A MOUNTED WEAPON IS KILLED, HE MAY BE REPLACED BY ANOTHER ROGUE IF THERE IS ANOTHER ON THE ROOFTOP.
IF A USEC PLAYER ENGAGES THE ROGUES, THEY WILL BE CONSIDERED HOSTILE FOR THEIR NEXT FEW RAIDS.
ROGUES WILL NOT DESIGNATE PLAYER SCAVS AS HOSTILE ON SIGHT, ONLY WHEN THEY ARE SHOT AT OR OTHERWISE PROVOKED BY STANDING TOO CLOSE. IF THIS HAPPENS, THEY WILL BE CONSIDERED HOSTILE FOR THEIR NEXT FEW RAIDS. ROGUES ARE SUBJECT TO SHOOT ON SITE ANY PLAYERS NEARBY IF THEY WERE SHOT RECENTLY INCLUDING SCAVS AND PMCS ALIKE NO MATTER YOUR FENCE REPUTATION.
STRATEGY
ROGUES ARE SIMILAR TO RAIDERS IN TERMS OF EQUIPMENT. BECAUSE OF THIS, HIGH-TIER AMMO IS ADVISED, ALTHOUGH ROGUES DO NOT WEAR FACESHIELDS, SO ONE CAN TRY TO AIM FOR THE FACE WITH LOWER-TIER AMMO. ROGUES HOLD CORNERS IF A HOSTILE PMC IS SPOTTED, SO BE AWARE TO NOT PEEK TWICE.
ONE WAY OF DISPATCHING ROGUES ON THE MOUNTED MACHINE GUNS AND GRENADE LAUNCHERS IN THE TOWERS IS SNIPING. ONE KEY VANTAGE POINT ARE THE ROCKS ON THE BEACH WHERE YOU CAN OFTEN SNIPE THE ROGUES ON THE SOUTHEAST ENTRANCE OF THE COMPOUND. THERE ARE MANY OTHER SNIPING LOCATIONS AROUND THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT THAT WORK FOR CLEARING ROGUES IN THIS MANNER. LOOK FOR ROCKS OVERLOOKING THE BASE TO THE EAST AND SOUTH OF THE TREATMENT PLANT.
BEWARE WHEN APPROACHING THE CAMP, ROGUES ARE ACCURATE AND USE HIGH TIER WEAPONS AND AMMO THAT CAN KILL ON THE FIRST SHOT. ROGUES OFTEN TRAVEL IN GROUPS OF 3-4 AND SUPPRESS AND ADVANCE ON PLAYERS THEY SPOT. A GROUP OF PMCS CAN HAVE ONE PERSON DISTRACT THE ROGUES WHILE OTHERS FLANK AROUND THEM. SOLO PLAYERS WILL OFTEN HAVE TO REPOSITION SIMILAR TO REGULAR PVP FIGHTS OR OTHER RAIDER ENGAGEMENTS TO OUTSMART THE AI. THERE ARE STATIC ROGUE SPAWNS ON THE BUILDINGS AROUND THE PLANT AND ON THE MACHINE GUNS, BUT THERE IS COMMONLY A ROAMING GROUP OF ROGUES THAT PATROL THE INTERIOR OF THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT.
FOR USEC PMCS (OR PASSIVE SCAVS) WHO HAVE NOT YET BEEN FLAGGED AS HOSTILE BY ROGUES: WITH A RGN OR RGO IMPACT GRENADE, THEY MAY BE ABLE TO GET CLOSE ENOUGH AND TAKE OUT A WHOLE GROUP WITH ONE GRENADE BEFORE THE ROGUES OPEN FIRE. ROGUES WILL FIRE UPON BEAR PMCS WITH NO WARNING, MAKING THIS HARDER TO PULL OFF.
LOOT
NOTE THAT THE PRIMARY WEAPONS AND HELMETS CAN HAVE NUMEROUS MOD VARIATIONS AND THOSE SHOWN BELOW ARE EXAMPLES.
WEAPONS
EARPIECES
HEADWEAR
FACE COVER
EYEWEAR
BODY ARMOR
BACKPACKS
CHEST RIGS
ITEMS
	ICON
	WEAPON
	AMMUNITION
	MODS
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	KALASHNIKOV AK-104 7.62X39 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	ROTOR 43 7.62X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR
AXION KOBRA DOVETAIL MOUNT
SUREFIRE X400 ULTRA TACTICAL FLASHLIGHT WITH LASER
AK MAGPUL MOE AKM HANDGUARD
VALDAY PS-320 1/6X SCOPE
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	KALASHNIKOV AKM 7.62X39 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	ROTOR 43 7.62X39 MUZZLE BRAKE-COMPENSATOR

AR-15 DOUBLESTAR ACE SOCOM GEN.4 STOCK OR MFT BUS STOCK
EOTECH XPS3-0 HOLOGRAPHIC SIGHT OR AIMPOINT MICRO T-1 REFLEX SIGHT
TANGODOWN STUBBY BGV-MK46K FOREGRIP
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	CMMG MK47 MUTANT 7.62X39 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	KALASHNIKOV AK-74M 5.45X39 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	AK-74M ZENITCO
RPK-16 5.45X39 95-ROUND DRUM MAGAZINE
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	COLT M4A1 5.56X45 ASSAULT RIFLE
	[image: ] [image: ] [image: ] [image: ] [image: ]
	VASTLY VARYING

	[image: ]
	HK 416A5 5.56X45 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	EOTECH HHS-1 (TAN) / HOLOSUN HS401G5 / COBRA EKP-8-18

NOVESKE KX3 5.56X45 FLASH HIDER
MAGPUL AFG GRIP (FDE)
HOGUE OVERMOLDED RUBBER GRIP
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	KNIGHT'S ARMAMENT COMPANY SR-25 7.62X51 MARKSMAN RIFLE
	[image: ] [image: ] [image: ]
	ELCAN SPECTERDR 1X/4X SCOPE

KAC QDC 7.62X51 FLASH SUPPRESSOR KIT
AR-10 KAC "URX 4" 14.5 INCH HANDGUARD
MAGPUL M-LOK AFG TACTICAL FOREGRIP
AR-10 7.62X51 KAC 10-ROUND STEEL MAGAZINE
HOGUE OVERMOLDED RUBBER GRIP
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	FN SCAR-L 5.56X45 ASSAULT RIFLE
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	EOTECH 553 HOLOGRAPHIC SIGHT OR AIMPOINT PRO REFLEX SIGHT

SILENCERCO SAKER ASR 556 5.56X45 SOUND SUPPRESSOR
TANGODOWN STUBBY BGV-MK46K FOREGRIP
AN/PEQ-15 TACTICAL DEVICE OR AN/PEQ-2 TACTICAL DEVICE
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	GLOCK 17 9X19 PISTOL
	[image: ] [image: ]
	GLOCK 9X19 ALPHA WOLF CUSTOM PISTOL SLIDE

GLOCK 9X19 LONE WOLF LWD-COMP9 COMPENSATOR
GLOCK DEAD RINGER SNAKE EYE REAR SIGHT
GLOCK DEAD RINGER SNAKE EYE FRONT SIGHT
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	COLT M45A1 .45 ACP PISTOL
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	HK USP .45 ACP PISTOL
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	ZARYA
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	MODEL 7290 FLASH BANG GRENADE
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	RGD-5 HAND GRENADE
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	M67 HAND GRENADE
	
	


TRIVIA
ROGUES CAN BE NAMED:

AIMBOTKIN
APPLEJUICE
ARIZONA
AURON
BADBOY
BADDIE
BEARD
BEVERLY
BISON
BLACKBIRD
BLADE
BLAKEMORE
BOATSWAIN
BOOGERMAN
BROCKLEY
BULLET
BUTCHER
CHESTER
CHURCHILL
CLIFFHANGER
CONDOR
COOK
COUGAR
COYOTE
CROOKED
CROSS
DAKOTA
DAWG
DECEIT
DENVER
DONUTOP
DUKE
DUSTIN
FATHER
FIRION
FLORIDAMAN
FRENZY
FOXY
GARANDTHUMB
GOAT
GOLDEN
GRANDPA
GRIM
GROMMET
GUNPORN
HANDSOME
HELLSHRIMP
HONORABLE
INSTRUCTOR
IOWA
JAMES
JOHN
JUGGERNAUT
KENTUCKY
LANCASTER
LEE
LEGIA
LITTON
LOST
MAMBA
MAROONER
MELDON
MELO
MICHIGAN
MIKE
MOMMA
MOTHER
NEVADA
NINE-HOLE
NUKEM
OCEAN
OKLAHOMA
ONEEYE
OSKAR
QUEBEC
RACOON
RAGE
RAMBO
RASSLER
RECEIT
RIB-EYE
RIOT
ROCK
ROCKET
RONNY
ROSSLER
ROUGHDOG
SCAR
SCOTTSDALE
SEAFARER
SHADOW
SHARKBAIT
SHARKKILLER
SHERMAN
SHIFTY
SLAYER
SLY
SNAKE
SNEAKY
SPYKE
STAMPER
STRIKER
TEXAS
THREE-TEETH
TRICKSTER
TRIGGERHAPPY
VICIOUS
VICTOR
VOODOO
VOSS
WADLEY
WEASEL
WHALE-EYE
WHISKY
WHITEMANE
WOODROW
WRATH
ZED
ZERO-ZERO

NORVINSK REGION
[image: ]
NORVINSK ZONE
	“
	A LIMITED TERRITORY WITHIN NORVINSK REGION, INCLUDING THE CITIES OF NORVINSK AND TARKOV WITH ADHERENT OBJECTS OF INFRASTRUCTURE, POSSESSING A SPECIAL LEGAL STATUS IN RELATION TO THE REST OF THE RUSSIA AND PRIVILEGED ECONOMIC CONDITIONS FOR NATIONAL AND FOREIGN ENTERPRISES.
	„

	
	~ IN GAME DESCRIPTION
	


THE EVENTS OF ESCAPE FROM TARKOV TAKE PLACE IN THE FICTIONAL NORVINSK REGION SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE THAT BECAME A GATEWAY BETWEEN RUSSIA AND EUROPE. PREFERENTIAL CONDITIONS FOR LARGE INTERNATIONAL COMPANIES, HOWEVER, HAVE NOT ONLY ATTRACTED LAW-ABIDING BUSINESSES, BUT CORPORATIONS OF DUBIOUS INTENT AS WELL. IN TARKOV, ONE OF THE LARGEST CITIES OF THE REGION, A TRANSATLANTIC CORPORATION BECAME THE GROUND ZERO OF A POLITICAL SCANDAL. SIX MONTHS LATER, THE POLITICAL STANDOFF ESCALATED INTO AN ARMED CONFLICT INVOLVING UN PEACEKEEPERS, INTERNAL TROOPS OF MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS, AND TWO PRIVATE MILITARY COMPANIES. THE REGION'S BORDERS WERE SEALED OFF, AND THOSE TRAPPED IN THE MIDDLE OF FLARING UP LOCAL WARFARE WERE ISOLATED FROM THE OUTSIDE WORLD.

TARKOV
[image: ]
TARKOV
TARKOV IS A CITY IN THE RUSSIAN NORTHWEST, A MUNICIPAL ENTITY WITHIN NORVINSK REGION, AND ONE OF THE TWO PRINCIPAL CITIES OF THE NORVINSK SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE.

RECENT EVENTS
WITH EACH PASSING DAY THE SITUATION IN THE NORVINSK REGION GROWS MORE AND MORE COMPLICATED. INCESSANT WARFARE IN TARKOV HAS SPARKED MASSIVE PANIC; LOCAL POPULATIONS FLEE THE CITY, BUT THOSE WHO STAYED ARE LOOKING TO IMPROVE THEIR FORTUNES AT THE EXPENSE OF OTHERS. HAVING ACCEPTED THE NEW REALITY, “SAVAGE” TARKOV LOCALS—SCAVS—FLOCKED INTO WELL-ARMED GANGS AND STARTED THE RE-DIVISION OF THE CITY. NOWADAYS, TARKOV IS SEPARATED BY UNSEEN BORDERS, CONTROLLED BY DIFFERENT GROUPS. GAIN-GREEDY GUNMEN WOULD GO TO ANY LENGTH TO GET THEIR WAY, INCLUDING MURDER OF CIVILIANS AND DIRECT CONFRONTATION WITH THE TWO PRIVATE MILITARY COMPANIES.
THE PLAYERS WILL HAVE TO EXPERIENCE LIVING IN THE SKIN OF ONE OF THE MERCENARIES WHO SURVIVED THE INITIAL STAGE OF THE TARKOV CONFLICT. AFTER CHOOSING ONE OF THE SIDES – USEC OR BEAR – A PLAYER'S CHARACTER STARTS TO MAKE HIS WAY OUT OF THE CITY. TARKOV IS SEALED OFF BY UN PEACEKEEPERS AND THE RUSSIAN MILITARY, SUPPLY CHAINS ARE CUT, COMMUNICATION WITH OPERATIONAL COMMAND IS LOST, AND IN THESE CONDITIONS, EVERYONE HAS TO MAKE THEIR OWN CHOICES OF WHAT TO DO AND HOW TO GET OUT OF THE CHAOS-RIDDEN METROPOLIS.
PHYSICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL CHARACTERISTICS
TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY
THE CITY IS LOCATED ON THE EASTERN SHORE OF THE SHALLOW (MAX DEPTH 2.5-3.5 M AT 200 M FROM THE SHORE) LAKE BAY OF THE GULF OF FINLAND IN THE BALTIC SEA. THE COAST IS COVERED BY A RIDGE OF DUNES AND HILLS COVERED IN VEGETATION, INTERRUPTED SOMETIMES BY RIVER VALLEYS, SMALL LAKES, PONDS, AND PATCHES OF EXPOSED MORAINES. SANDY ("GOLDEN") BEACH UP TO 50 M WIDE.
IN THE PALEOZOIC ERA (300-400 MILLION YEARS AGO) THE ENTIRE AREA WAS COVERED BY THE SEA. SEDIMENTS OF THE TIME — SAND, SANDY CLAY, CLAY WITH LENSES OF SILT OR PEAT — THICKLY COVERED (WITH OVER 200M OF LAYERS) A BEDROCK COMPOSED OF GRANITE, GNEISS AND DIABASES. MODERN RELIEF WAS FORMED AS A RESULT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GLACIER (THE LATEST VALDAI GLACIATION THAT TOOK PLACE 12 THOUSAND YEARS AGO). THE RETREATING GLACIER FORMED THE LITTORINA SEA, WHOSE LEVEL WAS AT 7–9 M ABOVE THE MODERN ONE. 4 THOUSAND YEARS AGO THE SEA LEVEL DROPPED, AND THE SHOALS OF THE GULF HAS TURNED INTO ISLANDS. VALLEY IS FORMED WITH GLACIOLACUSTRINE AND POSTGLACIAL SEDIMENTS. OVER THE LAST 2.5 THOUSAND YEARS THE RELIEF STAYED LARGELY THE SAME.
CLIMATE
THE TARKOV CLIMATE IS TEMPERATE AND HUMID, TRANSITIONAL FROM MARITIME TO CONTINENTAL. THE DAYTIME LENGTH VARIES FROM 5:51 HRS ON 22 DECEMBER TO 18:50 HRS JUNE 22. THE CITY AREA IS CHARACTERIZED BY FREQUENT CHANGES OF AIR MASSES DUE TO ACTIVITIES OF THE CYCLONES WHICH PASS ALONG THE GULF WHICH LEADS TO GREAT VOLATILITY OF WEATHER, ESPECIALLY IN AUTUMN AND WINTER. WINTERS ARE MILD, WITH MODERATELY COLD, MOSTLY CLOUDY WEATHER. SNOW COVER SETTLES IN THE SECOND HALF OF NOVEMBER AND LASTS UNTIL MID-APRIL. SPRING IS USUALLY LATE AND PROTRACTED. SUMMERS ARE MODERATELY WARM, WITH ROUGHLY EQUIVALENTLY INTERCHANGING SUNNY AND RAINY DAYS. AUTUMN IS MOSTLY OVERCAST AND FOGGY. RAINFALL IS ABOUT 650MM PER YEAR, MOSTLY IN JUNE–AUGUST. THE AVERAGE ANNUAL RELATIVE HUMIDITY IS ABOUT 80%, WITH HIGHEST IN DECEMBER (90%). SUMMER IS DOMINATED BY WESTERN AND NORTH-WESTERN WINDS, AND WESTERN AND SOUTH-WESTERN IN WINTER. THE CLIMATE IN TARKOV IS CLOSE TO THAT IN NORVINSK. THE GULF OF FINLAND, DESPITE ITS SHALLOWNESS, HAS SOME EFFECT ON THE TEMPERATURE PROFILE OF THE CITY. IN THE SUMMER, ESPECIALLY IN AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER, MEAN AIR TEMPERATURE IS A BIT HIGHER THAN IN NORVINSK (ABOUT 0.5-0.8 °C HIGHER), AND LOWER IN THE WINTER (ABOUT 0.5-0.6 °C LOWER). ALSO, WINDS ARE GENERALLY A BIT MORE POWERFUL ON THE COAST AS WELL.
SOILS, FLORA AND FAUNA
PRIOR TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CITY THE AREA WAS COVERED WITH CONIFEROUS FORESTS (PINE AND SPRUCE) MIXED WITH BROADLEAF SPECIES AND LOWLAND MARSHES. AT THE MOMENT, THE CITY VICINITY HAS PRESERVED LARGE CONIFERS (PINE PREDOMINATES) INTERCHANGING WITH DECIDUOUS GROVES (BIRCH, ALDER, ASPEN, WILLOW). DOMINATED BY SANDY SOILS, ON LACUSTRINE AND ALLUVIAL SANDS - SUBAERIAL PODZOLIC, IN CONJUNCTION WITH PEAT - PODZOLIC-GLEY SOILS. THE CITY VICINITY IS POPULATED BY THE OCCASIONALLY SPOTTED FOXES AND MUSKRATS. THE CITY ITSELF IS HOME TO LARGE NUMBER OF BIRDS, REPTILES AND INVERTEBRATES.
POPULATION
POPULATION SIZE
ACCORDING TO THE POPULATION CENSUS OF 2002, TARKOV HAD A POPULATION OF 402 272 PERSONS, 46.1% OF THEM MALE, 53.9% FEMALE.
IN 2008, THE POPULATION WAS OF 949 340.
AUTHORITIES
THE REPRESENTATIVE BODY OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT - THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL — HAS BEEN FUNCTIONING SINCE 1997. BY THE RESULTS OF MARCH 1, 2011 ELECTIONS, A NEW STAFF FILLED THE 4TH CONVOCATION (OF 22 DELEGATES: 13 — FROM UNITED RUSSIA, 5 FROM JUST RUSSIA, 4 FROM THE COMMUNIST PARTY, AND 2 INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES). THE TARKOV URBAN MUNICIPAL DISTRICT IS LEAD BY THE HEAD (MAYOR) OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT. THE EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE BODY OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT IS REPRESENTED BY THE LOCAL ADMINISTRATION OF THE CITY OF TARKOV.
THE HEAD OF THE TARKOV MUNICIPAL DISTRICT IS DMITRY VASILYEVICH VISHNEVSKY. THE HEAD OF THE LOCAL ADMINISTRATION OF THE TARKOV MUNICIPAL DISTRICT IS ANDREY GENNADYEVICH SAMSONOV.
THE CITY NAME ORIGIN
THE CITY IS BASED ON THE HYDRONYM TARKA, AFTER THE NAME OF A RIVER (38 KM LONG, FLOWS INTO THE GULF OF FINLAND), WHICH MOUTH IS LOCATED IN THE EAST OF THE CITY.
THE COAT OF ARMS OF THE CITY
THE COAT OF ARMS OF TARKOV AND THE ACCOMPANYING STATEMENT WERE APPROVED BY THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TARKOV DECISION NO.159 ON FEBRUARY 23, 2000. THE OFFICIAL DESCRIPTION OF THE COAT OF ARMS OF THE MUNICIPAL ENTITY THE CITY OF TARKOV.
CROSSED OAK BRANCH AND CALIPER ON THE RED FIELD, WITH TWO WAVES IN THE BOTTOM. THE OAK BRANCH SYMBOLIZES THE RECREATIVE PARK AREA, IN WHICH THE CITY IS LOCATED, WHILE CALIPER DENOTES THE PRIMARY FOCUS OF THE INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISES, AND TWO WAVES ARE A SYMBOL OF THE GULF OF FINLAND.
INDUSTRY AND TRANSPORT
THE CITY HOSTS SEVERAL INDUSTRIES: THE TARKOV INSTRUMENTS FACTORY, THE BAKERY, THE SALUT SEWING FACTORY, INFORMATION SATELLITE SYSTEMS JSC, GRANIT-M CHEMICAL PLANT NO. 16
THE INTERNAL CITY PUBLIC TRANSPORT INCLUDES BUSES AND MINIBUSES OF THE TARKOV MOTOR POOL (A BRANCH OF "PITERGORTRANS") AND THE COMMERCIAL MINIBUSES. THE INTERNAL CITY ROUTES OF THE TARKOV MOTOR POOL HAVE THEIR OWN NUMERIC SYSTEM, INDEPENDENT FROM ST. PETERSBURG OF SESTRORETSK.
A MAJOR PART OF THE LONG-DISTANCE COMMUTING IS DIRECTED TO ST. PETERSBURG, SESTRORETSK AND NORVINSK AND DIVIDED BY FOUR TRAFFIC FLOWS:
OKTYABRSKAYA RAILWAY: TRAINS FROM THE STATION KRYUKOVO TO FINLAND RAILWAY STATION AND THE METRO STATION "PL. LENINA”;
FEDERAL HIGHWAY M10 SCANDINAVIA IN THE SCANDINAVIA SECTION AND THE A-125 HIGHWAY: FROM THE CENTRAL SQUARE OF TARKOV TO THE BUILDING OF THE CENTRAL POST OFFICE IN SAINT-PETERSBURG
ADMINISTRATIVE HIGHWAY A-141 AND LADOZHSKY BRIDGE: FROM THE CENTRAL SQUARE OF TARKOV TO THE CENTRAL SQUARE OF NORVINSK ON THE OPPOSITE SHORE OF THE NORVINSK BAY.
THE TARKOV PORT - PASSENGER AND FREIGHT TERMINALS FOR VARIOUS PURPOSES (BULK, CONTAINER AND FILLER).
TRADE AND SERVICES
TODAY, TARKOV IS ABUNDANT WITH OBJECTS OF SOCIAL AND COMMERCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE. THE CITY IS GETTING ACTIVELY COLONIZED BY THE MAJOR TRADE NETWORKS.
TARKOV IS COVERED BY ALL OF THE MAJOR CELLULAR NETWORKS.
SOCIAL SERVICES
CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
THE EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL SERVICES OF TARKOV INCLUDE THE CENTRAL LIBRARY, CENTRAL CHILDREN'S LIBRARY, THE NATIONAL MUSEUM, AND THE CULTURAL CENTER OF THE CITY OF TARKOV.
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS INCLUDE: 9 SECONDARY COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOLS, 12 KINDERGARTENS AND NURSERIES, SPECIAL (CORRECTIONAL) SCHOOL NO. 456, AND THE COLLEGE OF ECONOMICS AND MANAGEMENT.
HEALTH CARE
MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS THAT CURRENTLY OPERATE IN TARKOV INCLUDE: CITY HOSPITAL NO. 3, POLYCLINIC NO. 57, AMBULATORY MEDIATRIC CLINIC, AS WELL AS A LARGE NUMBER OF PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS OF DIFFERENT PROFILES.
SPORTS
THE CITY HOSTS THE BOARDING CYCLING SCHOOL OF "OLYMPIC RESERVE", CHILDREN AND YOUTH SPORTS SCHOOL OF OLYMPIC RESERVE OF KHARLAMOV, AND THE EQUESTRIAN SPORTS BASE.

TERRA GROUP
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THE NOTORIOUS TERRA GROUP INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION IS ONE OF THE MANY FOREIGN COMPANIES RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES AND RESEARCH WITHIN NORVINSK, AND ONE OF THE KEY PLAYERS IN THE SCANDAL THAT TURNED THE PROSPEROUS FRONTIER INTO A COLLAPSED WAR-ZONE. USEC IS BELIEVED TO ACT AS A PROXY PRIVATE ARMY, PROTECTING THE COMPANY FROM INVESTIGATION BY ANY MEANS NECESSARY.
BACKGROUND
TERRA GROUP IS A TRANSNATIONAL HOLDING COMPANY WHOSE SUBSIDIARIES ENGAGE IN A WIDE RANGE OF ACTIVITIES. IT INCORPORATES OVER 40 LARGE ENTERPRISES, REPRESENTED BY BRANCH OFFICES IN OVER 120 COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD.
TERRAGROUP LABS PLC
IS A UK-BASED PRIVATE LIMITED COMPANY, A SUBSIDIARY OF THE TERRA GROUP INTERNATIONAL HOLDING. THE COMPANY OFFICIALLY DEALS IN SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH CONCERNED WITH BIOTECHNOLOGY APPLIED IN AGRIBUSINESS INDUSTRY AND FARMING AND IS STRONGLY IMPLICATED IN ILLICIT ACTIVITIES ACROSS NORVINSK AND TARKOV.
UNTAR AND TERRA GROUP
ON JUNE 28, 2021, BATTLESTATE GAMES TWEETED A TEASER FOR THEIR UPCOMING PATCH AND WIPE ON JUNE 30, 2021.
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THIS TEASER IMAGE CONTAINS A QR CODE, WHICH WHEN SCANNED WILL SHOW THE LATIN PHRASE:
	“
	VIRES IN SCIENTIA. SCIENTIA EST FORTIST. ET OCULUS SPECTANTS DEUS NOBIS.
	„


WHEN TRANSLATED TO ENGLISH, THIS PHRASE MEANS "STRENGTH IN THE SCIENCE. KNOWLEDGE IS VERY STRONG. THE EYE OF GOD IS WATCHING US."
"VIRTUS IN SCIENTIA" OR "STRENGTH IN SCIENCE" IS THE MOTTO/SLOGAN OF TERRA GROUP LABS. THIS PHRASE BEING ON AN UNTAR DOCUMENT, ALTHOUGH NOTHING IS CONFIRMED IN-GAME OR BY BATTLESTATE GAMES THEMSELVES, INDICATES TERRA GROUP MAY BE RAN BY CULTISTS AND HAS DIRECT CONTROL OR INFLUENCE OVER UNTAR. TERRA GROUP MAY BE USING UNTAR SOLDIERS AS A REPLACEMENT FOR THE ABSENT USEC OPERATIVES.

TARKOV CONFLICT
IN TARKOV, ONE OF THE LARGEST CITIES OF THE REGION, A TRANSATLANTIC CORPORATION BECAME THE GROUND ZERO OF A POLITICAL SCANDAL. SIX MONTHS LATER, THE POLITICAL STANDOFF ESCALATED INTO AN ARMED CONFLICT INVOLVING UN PEACEKEEPERS, INTERNAL TROOPS OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS, AND TWO PRIVATE MILITARY COMPANIES. THE REGION'S BORDERS WERE SEALED OFF, AND THOSE TRAPPED IN THE MIDDLE OF FLARING UP LOCAL WARFARE WERE ISOLATED FROM THE OUTSIDE WORLD.
THE MOST ACTIVE FORCES IN THE NORVINSK REGION ARE TWO PRIVATE MILITARY COMPANIES, HIRED BY THE SIDES OF THE INITIAL CONFLICT. USEC, EMPLOYED BY THE NOTORIOUS TERRA GROUP INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION, VIGOROUSLY ENGAGES IN ARMED CLASHES, HINDERING THE INVESTIGATION OF TERRA GROUP ACTIVITIES, CARRIED ON BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES. MOREOVER, ACCORDING TO INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES, USEC PROVIDES ARMED COVER TO ILLEGAL WORK AND RESEARCH OF THE FOREIGN COMPANIES, WHEREAS BEAR, ALLEGEDLY CREATED ON DIRECT ORDERS OF THE RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT, IS EMPLOYED BY THE NORVINSK REGION OFFICIALS TO UNCOVER ANY EVIDENCE OF THE TERRA GROUP'S ILLICIT ACTIVITIES.

HOLY SCRIPTURE PUTS DEMONS IN THREE DIFFERENT PLACES: 1). HEAVEN IN REVELATION 12:7-12. 2). THE ABYSS IN REVELATION 9:1-3. 3). WANDERING THE EARTH IN 1ST PETER 5:8 DESPERATELY SEEKING CORPOREALITY BY POSSESSING INSECTS IN 2ND KINGS 1:2, ANIMALS OR MEN IN LUKE 8:27-32. DEMONS STILL IN HEAVEN AT THE TIME OF THE DELUGE REMAINED CORPOREAL. DEMONS (NEPHILIM) ON THE EARTH DIED PHYSICALLY BECAUSE THEY WERE PREVENTED FROM RE-ENTERING HEAVEN IN GENESIS 7:21-24. THERE ARE TWO GROUPS AMONG THESE. THOSE WHO HAD DEFILED THE IMAGE-LIKENESS OF THE LORD IN MAN SIRING HYBRID CHILDREN WERE CAST INTO THE ABYSS UNTIL THE END TIME WHEN THEY WILL BE RELEASED FOR A WHILE IN REVELATION 9:1-3. THOSE WHO HADN’T DEFILED THE IMAGE-LIKENESS OF THE LORD IN MAN ARE LEFT ALONE TO WANDER THE EARTH AND WE SEE MANY REPORTS OF THEM DURING THE LORD’S MINISTRY IN LUKE 4:33-35; 8:27-33; 9:39, 42. AS FOR THE SEXUALLY APOSTATE “SONS OF GOD” EVIDENTLY, THEY ARE NOT CONSIDERED LUCIFER’S/VICTORIA’S ANGELS AND ARE JUDGED WORTHY OF A DIFFERENT PRISON CALLED TARTARUS WHERE THEY ARE BOUND IN CHAINS AND DWELL IN DARKNESS UNTIL THEIR FINAL JUDGMENT IN 2ND PETER 2:4 & JUDE 7. AS FOR THE “MEN OF RENOWN” WHO DIED IN THE FLOOD, THOSE WHO WERE SEXUAL WANDER THE EARTH WITH DEMONS AS SUBORDINATE “UNCLEAN SPIRITS” IN REVELATION 18:2. THOSE WHO WERE RIGHTEOUS BUT REFUSED TO BELIEVE NOAH’S PREACHING GOD WOULD RELEASE THEIR “FRANKENSTEIN NATURE”, BECAME A SPECIAL CASE AND THEREFORE WERE CAST INTO A SPECIAL “PRISON” (PHULAKE) IN 1ST PETER 3:18-22. CHRIST MADE A SPECIAL TRIP TO HELL TO PREACH THE SEXLESS GOSPEL TO THEM. THESE ARE A LIKE FIGURE TO THE CHURCH: CHRIST PREACHES TO THEM AND BY GIVING THE ANSWER OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE TOWARDS THE LORD THEY ARE SAVED JUST AS THEY PREFIGURED WHAT WOULD OCCUR IN THE CHURCH WHEN IT GIVES THE ANSWER OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE TO CHRIST’S PEACHING. EVIDENTLY CHRIST RELOCATED THEM TO PARADISE WITH THE REST OF THE RIGHTEOUS DEAD AT HIS RESURRECTION IN 1ST PETER 3:18-22. 
IN GENESIS 6, WHAT WAS THE PRE-FLOOD POPULATION LIKE? CREATION TO THE FLOOD WAS ABOUT 1656 YEARS: TIMELINE FOR THE FLOOD. IF THE GROWTH RATE IN THE PRE-FLOOD WORLD WAS EQUAL TO THE GROWTH RATE IN 2000 (0.012), THERE COULD HAVE BEEN ABOUT 750 MILLION PEOPLE AT THE TIME OF THE FLOOD. HOWEVER, GIVEN THE EXTREMELY LONG LIFESPANS PRIOR TO THE FLOOD, THE GROWTH RATE COULD HAVE BEEN MUCH HIGHER. INCREASING THE RATE BY JUST 0.001 WOULD PUT THE POPULATION AT CLOSE TO FOUR BILLION AT THE FLOOD. BEFORE THE FLOOD: A LITERAL TRANSLATION OF NEPHILIM IS “FALLEN ONES.” THE FULL IMPLICATION OF THE PASSIVE ADJECTIVAL FORMATION (Q AṬIL) CAN BEST BE BROUGHT OUT BY SOMETHING LIKE “THOSE WHO WERE MADE TO FALL, THOSE WHO WERE CAST DOWN.” THE LADY VICTORIA, THE HEAVENLY LADY ZION [PENTECOST & GREAT VIRGIN] IN REVELATION 12:1-4 & ACTS 2:1-22, “JERUSALEM…MOTHER OF US ALL” IN GALATIAN 4:26 IS PREGNANT WITH “HER SEED” IN GENESIS 3:15, THE LORD LUCIFER [SATAN]/LADY VICTORIA [BABYLON] CAST (BALLO) HIS ANGELS DOWN TO THE EARTH TRYING TO PREVENT THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. THIS IS NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH THE END TIME WAR IN HEAVEN THOUSANDS OF YEARS LATER. THEN ITS IS THE LORD MICHAEL [LORD JESUS IN REVELATION 22:16] AND NOT THE LORD LUCIFER WHO CASTS THE DIABOLIC SEXUAL DRAGON CHERUBS DOWN IN REVELATION 12:7-9.
THE MYSTERY SOLVED: HOW ANGELS ARE CAST OUT OF HEAVEN TWICE? IMPLIED BY THE CONTEXT. THE LORD’S SEXLESS SPIRIT [ACTS 6:5, 10; 7:55-56] STRIVES (DIYN) AGAINST MAN’S EVIL INCLINATION TO DO SEX CONTINUALLY IN GENESIS 6:5 & JOHN 16:8. HOWEVER, THE REFERENCE TO MORTALITY IMPLIES THE LORD’S SEXLESS SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24; 14:26; 15:26; 16:13] HAS LENGTHENED LIFE-SPANS BEYOND WHAT IS NORMAL. WAR BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL. IT FOLLOWS THE LORD WOULD SEND HIS ANGELIC SONS TO WORK AGAINST LUCIFER’S/VICTORIA’S NEPHILIM IN DANIEL 10:13, 20-21; 12:1; PSALMS 104:4 & REVELATION 12:7-9. THE 135 BC WRITER OF JUBILEES STATES SOMETHING SIMILAR REGARDING THE ANGELIC SONS OF GOD: “FOR IN HIS DAYS THE ANGELS OF THE LORD DESCENDED ON THE EARTH, THOSE WHO ARE NAMED THE WATCHERS, THAT THEY SHOULD INSTRUCT THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND THAT THEY SHOULD DO JUDGMENT AND UPRIGHTNESS ON THE EARTH” IN JUBILEES 4:15. THESE ARE THE GENERATIONS (TOWLEDAH) OF NOAH: NOAH WAS A JUST (TSADDIYQ) MAN, RIGHTEOUS AND PERFECT (TAMIYM) IN HIS GENERATIONS (DOWR), AND NOAH WALKED WITH THE LORD IN GENESIS 6:9. 
JANUS PARALLELISM. THIS TYPE OF PARALLELISM HINGES ON THE USE OF A SINGLE WORD WITH TWO DIFFERENT MEANINGS, ONE OF WHICH FORMS A PARALLEL WITH WHAT PRECEDES AND THE OTHER WITH WHAT FOLLOWS. THUS, BY VIRTUE OF A DOUBLE ENTENDRE, THE PARALLELISM FACES IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. THIS IS AN ASYMMETRIC JANUS PARALLELISM ON “PERFECT” (TAMIYM). LOOKING BACK TO THE “GENERATIONS” (TOWLEDAH) OR “DESCENDANTS OF NOAH”, THE LINEAGE MUST BE “PERFECT” (TAMIYM) OR “WITHOUT THE BLEMISH” OF NEPHILIM DNA THAT WOULD PREVENT THE INCARNATION OF CHRIST THE “WOMAN’S SEED.” LOOKING FORWARD, NOAH IS A “JUST” (TSADDIYQ) “RIGHTEOUS” MAN “PERFECT” (TAMIYM) “FAULTLESS IN HIS DESIRE TO DO GOD’S WILL” IN HIS “GENERATIONS” (DOWR) “CONTEMPORARIES.” COMPARE: AND THE LORD SAID UNTO NOAH, COME, THOU AND ALL THY HOUSE INTO THE ARK, FOR THEE HAVE I SEEN RIGHTEOUS (TSADDIYQ) BEFORE ME IN THIS GENERATION (DOWR) IN GENESIS 7:1. THE PARALLEL IN GENESIS 7:1 CONFIRMS NOAH WAS RIGHTEOUS (TSADDIYQ) AMONG HIS CONTEMPORARIES (DOWR), BUT NOTHING IS SAID ABOUT HIS BEING “WITHOUT BLEMISH” (TAMIYM) AS THIS CONTEXT IS NOT CONCERNED WITH NOAH’S DESCENDANTS. “WITHOUT BLEMISH” IS A REQUIREMENT FOR SACRIFICIAL ANIMALS IN EXODUS 12:5; LEVITICUS 1:3, 10; 3:1, 6. AS NO MAN IS WITHOUT BLEMISH MORALLY, THAT CANNOT BE ITS MEANING. IN GENESIS 6:9 BEGINS WITH NOAH’S “DESCENDANTS” (TOWLEDAH) AND ENDS WITH NOAH’S CONTEMPORARIES. THEREFORE, “PERFECT” IS A DOUBLE ENTENDRE JANUS PARALLELISM. CHRIST THE LAMB TO BE SACRIFICED FOR THE SINS OF THE WHOLE WORLD MUST DESCEND FROM NOAH’S DESCENDANTS WHO MUST BE WITHOUT BLEMISH OF NEPHILIM DNA, AND NOAH HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND PROVEN TO BE “JUST” AND “FAULTLESS IN HIS DESIRE TO DO GOD’S WILL” AMONG HIS CONTEMPORARIES.
THE NEPHILIM TRAPPED ON EARTH DID NOT SURVIVE THE FLOOD: CONTRARY TO THE RHETORIC OF COWARDLY SPIES, NEPHILIM DO NOT APPEAR ON EARTH AFTER THE FLOOD IN GENESIS 7:21-23. ARBA IS THE FATHER OF ANAK IN NUMBERS 13:33 & JOSHUA 15:11 WHO IS SAID TO BE THE GREATEST “MAN” (‘ADAM) AMONG THE ANAKIM IN JOSHUA 14:15. NONE OF THEM ARE NEPHILIM. THE ANAKIM WERE GIANTS IN NUMBERS 13:33; DEUTERONOMY 2:10, 20-21; 9:2 TO BE SURE, BUT NOT NEPHILIM. CALEB PROVED THAT WHEN HE DEFEATED THREE OF THESE SONS OF ANAK IN JOSHUA 15:14. THE BRIEF MENTION PERHAPS A NOTE OF IRONY, CONTRARY TO THE FEARS OF THOSE WHO OPPOSED CALEB, DEFEATING THREE OF THEM WASN’T THAT HARD TO DO. THE LINEAGE OF THE MESSIAH THE WOMAN’S SEED, THE “LAMB OF GOD, WHICH TAKETH AWAY THE SEXUAL SIN OF THE WORLD IN JOHN 1:29; 1ST CORINTHIANS 5:7 & COLOSSIANS 1:20 HAD TO BE WITHOUT BLEMISH (TAMIYM) OR IT WAS UNACCEPTABLE IN EXODUS 12:21-28. OUR LORD DID SAY ANGELS ARE SEXLESS IN MATTHEW 22:30 & THAT THE “ANGELS OF GOD IN HEAVEN” DON’T MARRY. THIS IS BECAUSE IN TRADITIONAL MARRIAGE THERE WOULD BE A SEXUAL BOND IN THE FALL OF MAN BY THE SEXUAL CURSE OR MAN’S INHERITANCE IN MARRIAGE IN GENESIS 4:1. THIS WAS HANDLED BY CHRIST IN EPHESIANS 5:25. THAT BEGS THE QUESTION IF ANGELS WHO LEAVE THEIR PROPER ABODE IN HEAVEN CAN HAVE SEX IF THEY SOMEHOW BECOME MAN IN GENESIS 1:26-4:1; ROMANS 1:21-28, 32 & REVELATION 2:1-7. SOME ARGUE ANGELS ARE SEXLESS BECAUSE THEY ARE ALWAYS “MALE” MOST OF THE TIME. HOWEVER, THE OPPOSITE IS TRUE BECAUSE MALES AS MAN AREN’T SEXLESS. MOREOVER, THE ARGUMENT OVERLOOKED THE TWO FEMALE ANGELS IN ZECHARIAH 5:9. LUCIFER/VICTORIA WILL CITE THE GENETIC CORRUPTIONS IN THE FOSSIL RECORD AS THE PROOF “ELOHIM DESIGNERS” WERE ON EARTH BEFORE. IN THE “SCIENTIFIC ATHEISM”, LUCIFER/VICTORIA TAUGHT CLAUDE VORILHON, FOUNDER OF THE UFO CULT RAELISM, IS A PERFECT FIT FOR THE COMING “STRONG DELUSION.” AMONG ALL THE POSSIBLE CAUSES FOR A GLOBAL LOSS OF BELIEF IN GOD, THE ARRIVAL OF ATHEIST EXTRATERRESTRIALS MUST RANK TOPMOST. 
THE POWERFUL SEXUAL DELUSION: THE NEPHILIM WERE ON THE EARTH IN THOSE DAYS, AND ALSO AFTER THIS, WHEN THE SONS OF GOD WERE HAVING SEXUAL RELATIONS WITH THE DAUGHTERS OF HUMANKIND, WHO GAVE BIRTH TO THEIR CHILDREN. THEY WERE THE MIGHTY HEROES OF OLD, THE FAMOUS MEN IN GENESIS 6:4. IN A PARENTHETICAL PHRASE WE ARE TOLD THAT NEPHILIM WERE PRESENT DURING THIS SCENARIO. BUT IN WHAT CAPACITY? ARE THEY SIMPLY CONTEMPORARIES? OR ARE THE NEPHILIM THE RESULT, THE FRUIT, OF THE UNION BETWEEN THE SONS OF GOD AND THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN? OR ARE THE NEPHILIM THE SONS OF GOD AND THEREFORE THE PERPETRATORS OF THE SEXUAL CRIME? HAD V. 4 PRECEDED V. 3, THE LIKELIHOOD WOULD HAVE INCREASED THAT WE ARE TO UNDERSTAND THE NEPHILIM AS THE BASTARD OFFSPRING OF THIS UNION. BUT THE PRESENT ORDER OF THE VERSES ARGUES THE CONTRARY. 
“THE NEPHILIM WERE ON THE EARTH” LINKING THIS TO EVENTS IN GENESIS 6:2. THEIR INVOLVEMENT IS THUS IMPLIED. THEY CONSPIRED WITH MAN TO SEXUALLY SEDUCE THE “SONS OF GOD” WITH THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN. “AND ALSO, AFTERWARD” WHEN THE “SONS OF GOD” HAD SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, IT WAS SUCCESSFUL. THE HYBRID HUMAN-ANGEL OFFSPRING WERE “MEN OF RENOWN.” WHILE ITS POSSIBLE SOME OF THESE WERE GIANTS, ITS ALSO POSSIBLE SOME WERE “GIANTS IN INTELLECT, ABILITY.” PERHAPS THEY BUILT PUMAPUNKU IN BOLIVIA, OR GOBEKLI TEPE IN TURKEY. WHILE THESE SITES MANIFEST ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY THE THEORY HIGH TECH EXTRATERRESTRIALS BUILT THEM WITHOUT LEAVING ARTIFACTS OF THEIR ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY ISN’T CREDIBLE. AND ALL FLESH DIED THAT MOVED ON THE EARTH: BIRDS AND CATTLE AND BEASTS AND EVERY CREEPING THING THAT CREEPS ON THE EARTH, AND EVERY MAN. 22 ALL IN WHOSE NOSTRILS WAS THE BREATH OF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE, ALL THAT WAS ON THE DRY LAND, DIED. 23 SO HE DESTROYED ALL LIVING THINGS WHICH WERE ON THE FACE OF THE GROUND: BOTH MAN AND CATTLE, CREEPING THING AND BIRD OF THE AIR. THEY WERE DESTROYED FROM THE EARTH. ONLY NOAH AND THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM IN THE ARK REMAINED ALIVE IN GENESIS 7:21-23. EVERYTHING TAUGHT TODAY ABOUT THE NEPHILIM IS PREDICATED UPON THE HASTY GENERALIZATION FALLACY THEY ARE “GIANTS” THAT WAS FIRST PROPOSED BY THE COWARDLY SPIES WHO OPPOSED CALEB: WE EVEN SAW THE NEPHILIM THERE, THE DESCENDANTS OF ANAK COME FROM THE NEPHILIM! TO OURSELVES, WE, SEEMED LIKE GRASSHOPPERS, AND WE MUST HAVE SEEMED THE SAME TO THEM” IN NUMBERS 13:33. THE CLAIM THEY WERE NEPHILIM AROSE ONLY BECAUSE THEY WERE LOSING THE ARGUMENT IN NUMBERS 13:31-33. CALEB PROVED THESE WEREN’T NEPHILIM WHEN HE DEFEATED THREE OF THESE SONS OF ANAK IN JOSHUA 15:14 SO EASILY IT RECEIVES ONLY BRIEF MENTION. BUT IT ONLY TALKS ABOUT A SMALL NUMBER & WHAT IF THE GIANTS DID INTERBREED [MIXED & MINGLED] WITH THE NEPHILIM DOWN THE LINE, SINCE BOTH WERE ON EARTH AT THE TIME? 21 I HAVE NOT WRITTEN UNTO YOU BECAUSE YE KNOW NOT THE TRUTH, BUT BECAUSE YE KNOW IT, AND THAT NO LIE IS OF THE TRUTH. 22 WHO IS A LIAR BUT HE THAT DENIES THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST? HE IS ANTICHRIST, THAT DENIES THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS] IN 1ST JOHN 2:21-22. 13 AND NO MAN HATH ASCENDED UP TO HEAVEN, BUT HE THAT CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, EVEN THE SON OF MAN WHICH IS IN HEAVEN. 14 AND AS MOSES LIFTED UP THE SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS, EVEN SO MUST THE SON OF MAN BE LIFTED UP: 15 THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE IN JOHN 3:13-15. 14 THEN AN ANGEL CAME TO ME AND GREETED ME AND SAID TO ME, “YOU, SON OF MAN, WHO ART BORN IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND UPON WHOM RIGHTEOUSNESS HAS DWELT, THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE ANTECEDENT OF TIME WILL NOT FORSAKE YOU.” “EVERYONE THAT WILL COME TO EXIST AND WALK SHALL (FOLLOW) YOUR PATH, SINCE RIGHTEOUSNESS NEVER FORSAKES YOU. TOGETHER WITH YOU SHALL BE THEIR DWELLING PLACES; AND TOGETHER WITH YOU SHALL BE THEIR PORTION. THEY SHALL NOT BE SEPARATED FROM YOU FOREVER AND EVER AND EVER” IN 1ST BOOK OF ENOCH 71:14, 16. 
COMPARE RH CHARLES’ 1913 TRANSLATION HIDING THE CLAIM ENOCH IS THE “SON OF MAN”: AND HE (THE ANGEL) CAME TO ME AND GREETED ME WITH HIS VOICE, AND SAID UNTO ME: ‘THIS IS THE SON OF MAN WHO IS BORN UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS ABIDES OVER HIM, AND THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE HEAD OF DAYS FORSAKES HIM NOT.’ (1ST ENOCH 71:14). CHRISTIANS WOULD NOT HAVE FOUND ENOCH’S USE OF THE TITLE “SON OF MAN” SO INTERESTING HAD THEY KNEW HE CLAIMED TO BE THE SON OF MAN. AND ALL SHALL WALK IN HIS WAYS SINCE RIGHTEOUSNESS NEVER FORSAKES HIM: WITH HIM WILL BE THEIR DWELLING-PLACES, AND WITH HIM THEIR HERITAGE, AND THEY SHALL NOT BE SEPARATED FROM HIM FOR EVER AND EVER AND EVER. (1ST ENOCH 71:16). TO A CONTRARY BELIEVER, THE LIES ABOUT THE AUTHORSHIP AND ANGEL’S IDENTITY ARE PROOF “ITS NOT OF THE TRUTH” IN 1ST JOHN 2:21. AS THE ANGEL IN EFFECT DENIES JESUS IS THE SON OF MAN THE CHRIST WHO DESCENDED “IN THE FLESH” IT IS A SPIRIT OF ANTICHRIST. HOWEVER, MANY CHRISTIANS HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE TRUTH. THE STRONG DELUSION INFORMS THE CONTRARY BELIEVER THAT THE ANGEL SPEAKING TO ENOCH IS LUCIFER/VICTORIA PRETENDING TO BE A “GOOD ANGEL” IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15; 2ND THESSALONIANS 2:1-12 & 1ST JOHN 2:20; 4:1-3. 
NON-CHRISTIANS WON’T BE CONVINCED BY SUCH ARGUMENTS, “ANCIENT ALIEN THEORISTS” BELIEVE ENOCH WAS TAKEN UP BY EXTRATERRESTRIALS AND SHOWN THE [TOP] SECRETS OF THE UNIVERSE. BUT IF THAT WERE TRUE, THEN ENOCH WOULDN’T CLAIM THE EARTH IS FLAT, THAT HE SAW THE “ENDS OF THE EARTH” IN 1ST ENOCH 18:6 OR THAT A BURNING RIVER IS IN THE WEST WHERE THE SUN SETS IN 1ST ENOCH 17:4-5. NOR WOULD HE REPORT THERE ARE SEVEN BURNING STARS AT THE “END OF HEAVEN AND EARTH” IN 1ST ENOCH 18:13-14. SO THAT MUST BE IN THIS UNIVERSE. 
IT IS LIKELY THE APOSTLE JOHN HAD THE CLAIMS OF THE BOOK OF ENOCH IN MIND WHEN HE WROTE JOHN 3:13. IT DOES NOT RULE OUT THAT ENOCH DID ASCEND TO HEAVEN AND THEN DESCENDED TO REPORT WHAT HE SAW IN THE NEW UNIVERSE. ONLY JESUS DID THAT IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE. WE FIND A PARALLEL POLEMIC FOR THE BOOK OF ENOCH IN THE TALMUD: SUCH VENERATION OF ENOCH WOULD HAVE EXCITED POLEMICS FROM OTHER JEWS. WE FIND EVIDENCE OF SUCH POLEMICS IN JEWISH TEXTS. WE HAVE CLEAR TEXTUAL EVIDENCE THAT ENOCH WAS THE TRUTH AND THERE WAS A NEED TO POLEMICIZE FOR HIS ADORATION. SUCH A DENIGRATION OF ENOCH IS PRESERVED IN GENESIS RABBA. PROBABLY AGAINST SUCH ENOCH TRADITIONS, THE AUTHOR OF THE 4G CLAIMED THAT ‘NO ONE HAS ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN EXCEPT HE WHO DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN, THE SON OF MAN’. THE CONNECTION WITH ENOCH IN THIS GOSPEL IS ASSURED, SINCE ENOCH IS HAILED AS THE SON OF MAN IN 1 ENOCH 71 IN THE NEW UNIVERSE IN THAT AGE IN LUKE 20:35-38 AND JESUS ANNOUNCES HE IS ‘THE SON OF MAN’ IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE IN THIS AGE IN JOHN 9:35-38 & LUKE 20:34. THIS SCENARIO IS TRUTHFUL, PERHAPS ABSOLUTELY PROBABLE, SINCE 1 ENOCH 37–71 IS NOW JUDGED TO BE CHRISTIAN & DATED TO THE LATE FIRST CENTURY BCE BY MOST EXPERTS.  
GOD THE HOLY GHOST DWELT IN DANIEL IN DANIEL 4:8 & LUKE 1:15 GRANTING HIM “KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING, INTERPRETING DREAMS, SOLVING RIDDLES, AND EXPLAINING ENIGMAS IN DANIEL 5:12. SO WHY DIDN’T DANIEL UNDERSTAND HIS OWN END TIME PROPHECY? NOTHING IN IT WAS MYSTERIOUS TO HIM. THE “HOLY” (QODESH) “PEOPLE” (`AM), THE “DAILY” (TAMIYD), THE “ABOMINATION” (SHIQQUWTS) OF “DESOLATION” (SHAMEM) ARE THINGS HE FULLY UNDERSTOOD. YET DANIEL SAYS: “ALTHOUGH I HEARD, I DID NOT UNDERSTAND” IN DANIEL 12:8. DANIEL HAD A MEASURE OF THE HOLY GHOST, BUT NOT IN ITS FULLNESS. 7 THEN I HEARD THE MAN CLOTHED IN LINEN, WHO WAS ABOVE THE WATERS OF THE RIVER, WHEN HE HELD UP HIS RIGHT HAND AND HIS LEFT HAND TO HEAVEN, AND SWORE BY HIM WHO LIVES FOREVER, THAT IT SHALL BE FOR A TIME, TIMES, AND HALF A TIME; AND WHEN THE POWER OF THE HOLY PEOPLE HAS BEEN COMPLETELY SHATTERED, ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE FINISHED. 8 ALTHOUGH I HEARD, I DID NOT UNDERSTAND. THEN I SAID, “MY LORD, WHAT SHALL BE THE END OF THESE THINGS?” 9 AND HE SAID, “GO YOUR WAY, DANIEL, FOR THE WORDS ARE CLOSED UP AND SEALED TILL THE TIME OF THE END. 10 “MANY SHALL BE PURIFIED, MADE WHITE, AND REFINED, BUT THE [SEXUAL] WICKED SHALL DO [SEXUALLY] WICKEDLY, AND NONE OF THE WICKED [SEXUAL] SHALL UNDERSTAND, BUT THE WISE SHALL UNDERSTAND. 11 “AND FROM THE TIME THAT THE DAILY SACRIFICE IS TAKEN AWAY, AND THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION IS SET UP, THERE SHALL BE ONE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED AND NINETY DAYS. 12 “BLESSED IS HE WHO WAITS, AND COMES TO THE ONE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIVE DAYS. 13 “BUT YOU, GO YOUR WAY TILL THE END, FOR YOU SHALL REST, AND WILL ARISE TO YOUR INHERITANCE AT THE END OF THE DAYS.” IN DANIEL 12:7-13. THIS IS LIKE A PUZZLE. WE HAVE PIECES TO FIT TOGETHER, THEN ITS PICTURE IS REVEALED. WHEN DANIEL ASKS FOR EXPLANATION, HE IS TOLD THE WORDS ARE SEALED TO THE END TIME. THERE ARE TWO POSSIBILITIES: 1. EITHER THE LORD WILL UNSEAL THE WORDS IN THE END TIME SUPERNATURALLY REVEALING HIDDEN MEANING TO HIS PROPHETS. 2. END TIME EVENTS “UNSEAL” THE WORDS AS NEW DEVELOPMENTS INCREASE THEIR APPLICATION AND MEANING. NUMBER 1 & 2 ARE CORRECT BECAUSE IT IS WRITTEN “MANY…WILL UNDERSTAND” IN DANIEL 12:10, THE NEW UNDERSTANDING IS ALSO REVEALED BY TRUE HUMBLE PROPHETS IN HEBREWS 1:1-2. THEREFORE, BIBLE BELIEVERS TODAY ARE THE WISE WHO UNDERSTAND THESE SEALED WORDS. UNKNOWN TO DANIEL, THE APOSTLES INTERPRET OT TEMPLE IMAGERY IN THE NEW COVENANT AS APPLYING TO THE CHURCH, AND ITS MEMBERS ARE THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] SACRIFICING THE DAILY OFFERINGS, THROUGH THEIR PRAYERS AND OFFERINGS AND TAKING UP THE CROSS OF CHRIST. “THE WISE SHALL UNDERSTAND” BECAUSE HOLY SCRIPTURE MAKES EVEN CHILDREN AMONG THEM “WISE UNTO SALVATION” IN 2ND TIMOTHY 2:15-17. SCRIPTURE INTERPRETS SCRIPTURE. AS THE LORD JESUS CHRIST FULFILLED THE LAW OF SIN & DEATH IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE IN ROMANS 8:2 & THE LORD ENOCH CHRIST FULFILLED THE LAW OF THE SEXLESS & LIFE IN THE NEW UNIVERSE IN GALATIANS 2:21, THE “CONTINUAL” [TAMIYD] SACRIFICE IS NOW A FUNCTION OF CHRIST’S MINISTRY. IN EVERY HOLY SCRIPTURE IN THE NT WITH JUST CHRIST OR LORD IN THE VERSES CAN HAVE BOTH OF THESE MEANINGS WITH JESUS & ENOCH BECAUSE WHERE EVIL IS, THERE IS ALWAYS AN OPPOSING SIDE OF GOOD & WHERE GOOD IS THERE IS ALWAYS SOMETHING BETTER! CONFIRMING THIS, THE APOSTLES APPLY OLD TESTAMENT TEMPLE IMAGERY TO THE CHURCH, CALLING IT “THE TEMPLE OF GOD” IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 3:16-17; 6:19; 2ND CORINTHIANS 6:16; 2ND THESSALONIANS 2:4 & EPHESIANS 2:21. ITS MEMBERS, TEMPLE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] IN 1ST PETER 2:5. WE OFFER UP “THE DAILY SACRIFICE”: YOU ALSO, AS LIVING STONES, ARE BEING BUILT UP A SPIRITUAL HOUSE, A HOLY PRIESTHOOD [NCO CORPS], TO OFFER UP SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES ACCEPTABLE TO GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST IN 1ST PETER 2:5.  AS WE TAKE UP CHRIST’S CROSS DAILY IN LUKE 9:23 OUR SACRIFICE AND SERVICE IS CONTINUAL: THEREFORE, BY HIM LET US CONTINUALLY OFFER THE SACRIFICE OF PRAISE TO GOD, THAT IS, THE FRUIT OF OUR LIPS, GIVING THANKS TO HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN HEBREWS 13:15. I BESEECH YOU THEREFORE, BRETHREN, BY THE MERCIES OF GOD, THAT YOU PRESENT YOUR BODIES A LIVING SACRIFICE, HOLY, ACCEPTABLE TO GOD, WHICH IS YOUR REASONABLE SERVICE IN ROMANS 12:1. NOW THAT WE HAVE THE “INTERPRETIVE KEYS” TO UNDERSTAND THE PROPHECY, LETS INTERPRET IT: 7…THAT IT SHALL BE FOR A TIME, TIMES, AND HALF A TIME, AND WHEN THE POWER OF THE HOLY PEOPLE HAS BEEN COMPLETELY SHATTERED, ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE FINISHED. IT SHALL BE 3 YEARS & 6 MONTHS IN THE MID-TERM (=1260 DAYS, 42 MONTHS) FOR ISRAEL OF THE SANCTUARY OF THE HOLY LAND IN REVELATION 10:1-20:15 OR 3 YEARS, 1 MONTH & 25 DAYS IN THE MID-TERM (= 1,150 DAYS, ABOUT 38 MONTHS) FOR THE USA [LARGE HORN] IN THE SANCTUARY OF THE GLORIOUS LAND IN DANIEL 8:13-14 TO THE TIME WHEN THE BEAST KING OF THE NORTH IS DESTROYED IN DANIEL 2:35, 44; 7:11, 22, 25-26; 8:23-25; 11:45 AND CHRIST [JESUS IS ALSO MICHAEL] AND HIS ANGELS TO GATHER GOD’S SEXLESS ELECT FROM ONE PART OF HEAVEN TO ANOTHER IN DANIEL 12:1 & MATTHEW 24:30-31. THIS IS NOT THE RAPTURE, IT HAPPENS AFTER ARMAGEDDON AT THE END OF THE SEVEN-YEAR END TIME “WEEK OF YEARS” IN DANIEL 9:27. GOD’S HOLY PEOPLE LADY ZION THE CHRISTIAN SEXLESS CHURCH IN REVELATION 12:1 ARE LIKE WHEAT SURROUNDED BY THE WEEDS IN MATTHEW 13:24-30, THE TRUE SEXLESS BELIEVERS SURROUNDED BY FALSE SEXUAL BELIEVERS IN REVELATION 11:1-2 & 2ND THESSALONIANS 2:1-13. BECAUSE THE CHURCH IS IN THE MIDST OF SPIRITIST, THIS BABYLON THE HARLOT IN MATTHEW 13:31-34 & REVELATION 17:1-18:24 HAS POLITICAL POWER WITHIN HER. WHEN THE HARLOT IS DESTROYED, “THE POWER OF THE HOLY PEOPLE HAS BEEN COMPLETELY SHATTERED. 8 ALTHOUGH I HEARD, I DID NOT UNDERSTAND. THEN I SAID, “MY LORD, WHAT SHALL BE THE END OF THESE THINGS?” 9 AND HE SAID, “GO YOUR WAY, DANIEL, FOR THE WORDS ARE CLOSED UP AND SEALED TILL THE TIME OF THE END. ONLY AFTER THE NEW COVENANT WITH ITS NEW TEMPLE AND PRIESTHOOD [NCO CORPS] ARE ESTABLISHED, WILL THE NEW APPLICATION OF THESE WORDS BE UNDERSTOOD. 10 “MANY SHALL BE PURIFIED, MADE WHITE, AND REFINED, BUT THE WICKED [SEXUAL] SHALL DO WICKEDLY [SEXUALITY], AND NONE OF THE WICKED [SEXUAL] SHALL UNDERSTAND, BUT THE WISE SHALL UNDERSTAND. THE STRONG DELUSION ENERGIZED BY SPIRITISM INDUCES A MASS DELUSION. “ANCIENT ALIEN THEORY” THAT “ELOHIM DESIGNERS” FASHIONED LIFE ON PLANET EARTH. BECAUSE THE NEPHILIM DOCUMENTED THEIR ANTEDILUVIAN SEXUAL CORRUPTION OF LIFE, THEY COULD POINT TO THE FOSSIL RECORD AS “THEIR WORK.” THE “INWORKING SATANIC/BABYLONIAN ENERGY INDUCING THIS DELUSION” WILL ONLY BE OVERCOME BY SEXLESS LOVE FOR GOD’S TRUTH. GOD’S WORD IS TRUTH IN JOHN 17:17. ONE MUST TRULY BELIEVE & KNOWN GOD’S TRUTH EVEN WHEN “EXPERIENCES” CONTRADICT IT. BE SANCTIFIED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, NOT ENERGIZED BY THE MYSTERY OF LAWLESSNESS SPIRIT IN 2ND THESSALONIANS 2:7-15. THE TESTING OF THEIR FAITH WILL BE UNPRECEDENTED, AND THIS IS HOW THEY SHALL BE PURIFIED, MADE WHITE AND REFINED. 11 “AND FROM THE TIME THAT THE DAILY SACRIFICE IS TAKEN AWAY, AND THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION IS SET UP, THERE SHALL BE ONE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED AND NINETY DAYS. THE GREAT FALLING AWAY BEGINS THE COUNTDOWN. THAT IS WHEN THE “DAILY” OF NOMINAL CHRISTENDOM IS “TAKEN AWAY BY THEIR OWN DEPARTURE FROM THE FAITH.” THEY EMBRACE ADONIKAM THE “MAN OF LAWLESSNESS”, THE FALSE SEXUAL CHRIST IN 2ND THESSALONIANS 2:3 ENDING THEIR CONTINUAL SERVICE AND PRAYER TO GOD. AT 1260 DAYS COUNTING FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE END TIME “WEEK OF YEARS”, WHEN THE MAN OF SIN [SEX] DISCARDS ALL PRETENSE OF CHRISTIANITY AND EMBRACES THE ABOMINATION 616/666 DNA ANGEL-HUMAN SEXUAL SEED OF LUCIFER/VICTORIA IDENTITY, AND BABYLON THE GREAT IS DESTROYED BY FIRE AS HER CORRUPT PROSTITUTIONS ARE NO LONGER REQUIRED IN REVELATION 14:8; 17:15-18; 18:1-4, THERE IS AN ADDITIONAL 30 DAYS DURING WHICH THE IMAGE OF THE BEAST, THE ABOMINATION CAUSING DESOLATION IS SET UP. ALL WHO ACCEPT HIS MARK ARE ETERNALLY DESOLATED IN REVELATION 14:9-11. 12 “BLESSED IS HE WHO WAITS, AND COMES TO THE ONE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIVE DAYS. THERE IS AN ADDITIONAL 45 DAYS, 1,260+30+45 = 1,335 DAYS (3 YEARS & 8 MONTHS) FOR ISRAEL & AN ADDITIONAL 35 DAYS, 1,150+30+35 = 1,215 DAYS (3 YEARS & 4 MONTHS) FOR THE USA. THIS IS THE TIME OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION DURING WHICH MOST OF THE SEXLESS CHURCH IS MARTYRED FOR NOT ACCEPTING THE MARK OF THE BEAST. IT BEGINS WHEN BABYLON THE HARLOT IS DESTROYED, BUT KICKS INTO HIGH GEAR WHEN THE AI NETWORK IN THE BEAST’S IMAGE MARK IS MADE OPERATIONAL. BLESSED IS HE STILL FAITHFUL WHO COMES TO THE 1,335TH DAY FOR ISRAEL OR THE 1,215TH DAY FOR THE USA, FOR HE SHALL BE RAPTURED IN REVELATION 14:8-16. 13 “BUT YOU, GO YOUR WAY TILL THE END, FOR YOU SHALL REST, AND WILL ARISE TO YOUR INHERITANCE AT THE END OF THE DAYS” IN DANIEL 12:7-13.
THE LOST BOOKS OF THE HOLY BIBLE
THE GOSPEL OF EVE ALSO CALLED THE GOSPEL OF PERFECTION 
EPIPHANIUS MAKES THIS QUOTATION FROM THE GOSPEL OF EVE (PANARION, 26.3.1): I STOOD UPON A HIGH MOUNTAIN AND SAW A TALL MAN, AND ANOTHER OF SHORT STATURE, AND HEARD AS IT WERE A SOUND OF THUNDER AND WENT NEARER IN ORDER TO HEAR. THEN HE SPOKE TO ME AND SAID: I AM THOU AND THOU ART I, AND WHERE THOU ART THERE AM I, AND I AM SOWN IN ALL THINGS, AND WHENCE THOU WILT, THOU GATHEREST ME, BUT WHEN THOU GATHEREST ME, THEN GATHEREST THOU THYSELF. IT'S POSSIBLE THAT THIS OTHER QUOTATION BY EPIPHANIUS DERIVED FROM THE GOSPEL OF EVE: "I SAW A TREE WHICH BORE TWELVE FRUITS IN THE YEAR, AND HE SAID TO ME: THIS IS THE TREE OF LIFE." (PANARION, 26.5.1)
THE GOSPEL OF THE BIRTH OF MARY ALSO CALLED THE DESCENT OF MARY
CHAPTER 1
[bookmark: fr_0]1 THE PARENTAGE OF MARY. 7 JOACHIM HER FATHER, AND ANNA HER MOTHER, GO TO JERUSALEM TO THE FEAST OF THE DEDICATION. 9 ISSACHAR THE HIGH PRIEST REPROACHES JOACHIM FOR BEING CHILDLESS. THE BLESSED AND EVER GLORIOUS VIRGIN MARY, SPRUNG FROM THE ROYAL RACE AND FAMILY OF DAVID, WAS BORN IN THE CITY OF NAZARETH, AND EDUCATED AT JERUSALEM, IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. 2 HER FATHER'S NAME WAS JOACHIM, AND HER MOTHER'S ANNA. THE FAMILY OF HER FATHER WAS OF GALILEE AND THE CITY OF NAZARETH. THE FAMILY OF HER MOTHER WAS OF BETHLEHEM. 3 THEIR LIVES WERE PLAIN AND RIGHT IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD, PIOUS AND FAULTLESS BEFORE MEN. FOR THEY DIVIDED ALL THEIR SUBSTANCE INTO THREE PARTS: 4 ONE OF WHICH THEY DEVOTED TO THE TEMPLE AND OFFICERS OF THE TEMPLE; ANOTHER THEY DISTRIBUTED AMONG STRANGERS, AND PERSONS IN POOR CIRCUMSTANCES; AND THE THIRD THEY RESERVED FOR THEMSELVES AND THE USES OF THEIR OWN FAMILY. 5 IN THIS MANNER THEY LIVED FOR ABOUT TWENTY YEARS CHASTELY, IN THE FAVOUR OF GOD, AND THE ESTEEM OF MEN, WITHOUT ANY CHILDREN. 6 BUT THEY VOWED, IF GOD SHOULD FAVOUR THEM WITH ANY ISSUE, THEY WOULD DEVOTE IT TO THE SERVICE OF THE LORD; ON WHICH ACCOUNT THEY WENT AT EVERY FEAST IN THE YEAR TO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD 7 AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT WHEN THE FEAST OF THE DEDICATION DREW NEAR, JOACHIM, WITH SOME OTHERS OF HIS TRIBE, WENT UP TO JERUSALEM, AND AT THAT TIME, ISSACHAR WAS HIGH-PRIEST; 8 WHO, WHEN HE SAW JOACHIM ALONG WITH THE REST OF HIS NEIGHBOURS, BRINGING HIS OFFERING, DESPISED BOTH HIM AND HIS OFFERINGS, AND ASKED HIM, 9 WHY HE, WHO HAD NO CHILDREN, WOULD PRESUME TO APPEAR AMONG THOSE WHO HAD? ADDING, THAT HIS OFFERINGS COULD NEVER BE ACCEPTABLE TO GOD, WHO WAS JUDGED BY HIM UNWORTHY TO HAVE CHILDREN; THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE HAVING SAID, CURSED IS EVERY ONE WHO SHALL NOT BEGET A MALE IN ISRAEL. 10. HE FURTHER SAID, THAT HE OUGHT FIRST TO BE FREE FROM THAT CURSE BY BEGETTING SOME ISSUE, AND THEN COME WITH HIS OFFERINGS INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD. 11 BUT JOACHIM BEING MUCH CONFOUNDED WITH THE SHAME OF SUCH REPROACH, RETIRED TO THE SHEPHERDS, WHO WERE WITH THE CATTLE IN THEIR PASTURES; 12 FOR HE WAS NOT INCLINED TO RETURN HOME, LEST HIS NEIGHBOURS, WHO WERE PRESENT AND HEARD ALL THIS FROM THE HIGH-PRIEST, SHOULD PUBLICLY REPROACH HIM IN THE SAME MANNER.
CHAPTER 2
[bookmark: fr_1][bookmark: fr_2][bookmark: fr_3][bookmark: fr_4][bookmark: fr_5][bookmark: fr_6]1 AN ANGEL APPEARS TO JOACHIM, 9 AND INFORMS HIM THAT ANNA SHALL CONCEIVE AND BRING FORTH A DAUGHTER, WHO SHALL BE CALLED MARY, 11 BE BROUGHT UP IN THE TEMPLE, 12 AND WHILE YET A VIRGIN, IN A WAY UNPARALLELED, BRING FORTH THE SON OF GOD: 13 GIVES HIM A SIGN, 14 AND DEPARTS. BUT WHEN HE HAD BEEN THERE FOR SOME TIME, ON A CERTAIN DAY WHEN HE WAS ALONE, THE ANGEL OF THE LORD STOOD BY HIM WITH A PRODIGIOUS LIGHT. 2 TO WHOM, BEING TROUBLED AT THE APPEARANCE, THE ANGEL WHO HAD APPEARED TO HIM, ENDEAVOURING TO COMPOSE HIM SAID: 3 BE NOT AFRAID, JOACHIM, NOR TROUBLED AT THE SIGHT OF ME, FOR I AM AN ANGEL OF THE LORD SENT BY HIM TO YOU, THAT I MIGHT INFORM YOU, THAT YOUR PRAYERS ARE HEARD, AND YOUR ALMS ASCENDED IN THE SIGHT OF GOD. 4 FOR HE HATH SURELY SEEN YOUR SHAME, AND HEARD YOU UNJUSTLY REPROACHED FOR NOT HAVING CHILDREN: FOR GOD IS THE AVENGER OF [SEXUAL] SIN, AND NOT OF [DIVINE] NATURE; 5 AND SO WHEN HE SHUTS THE WOMB OF ANY PERSON, HE DOES IT FOR THIS REASON, THAT HE MAY IN A MORE WONDERFUL MANNER AGAIN OPEN IT, AND THAT WHICH IS BORN APPEAR TO BE NOT THE PRODUCT OF [SEXUAL] LUST, BUT THE GIFT OF GOD. 6 FOR THE FIRST MOTHER OF YOUR NATION SARAH, WAS SHE NOT BARREN EVEN TILL HER EIGHTIETH YEAR: AND YET EVEN IN THE END OF HER OLD AGE BROUGHT FORTH ISAAC, IN WHOM THE PROMISE WAS MADE A BLESSING TO ALL NATIONS. 7 RACHEL ALSO, SO MUCH IN FAVOUR WITH GOD, AND BELOVED SO MUCH BY HOLY JACOB, CONTINUED BARREN FOR A LONG TIME, YET AFTERWARDS WAS THE MOT HER OF JOSEPH, WHO WAS NOT ONLY GOVERNOR OF EGYPT, BUT DELIVERED MANY NATIONS FROM PERISHING WITH HUNGER. 8 WHO AMONG THE JUDGES WAS MORE VALIANT THAN SAMSON, OR MORE HOLY THAN SAMUEL? AND YET BOTH THEIR MOTHERS WERE BARREN. 9 BUT IF REASON WILL NOT CONVINCE YOU OF THE TRUTH OF MY WORDS, THAT THERE ARE FREQUENT CONCEPTIONS IN ADVANCED YEARS, AND THAT THOSE WHO WERE BARREN HAVE BROUGHT FORTH TO THEIR GREAT SURPRISE; THEREFORE ANNA YOUR WIFE SHALL BRING YOU A DAUGHTER, AND YOU SHALL CALL HER NAME MARY; 10 SHE SHALL, ACCORDING TO YOUR VOW, BE DEVOTED TO THE LORD FROM HER INFANCY, AND BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST FROM HER MOTHER'S WOMB; 11 SHE SHALL NEITHER EAT NOR DRINK ANYTHING WHICH IS UNCLEAN, NOR SHALL HER CONVERSATION BE WITHOUT AMONG THE COMMON PEOPLE, BUT IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD; THAT SO SHE MAY NOT FALL UNDER ANY SLANDER OR SUSPICION OF WHAT IS BAD. 12 SO IN THE PROCESS OF HER YEARS, AS SHE SHALL BE IN A MIRACULOUS MANNER BORN OF ONE THAT WAS BARREN, SO SHE SHALL, WHILE YET A VIRGIN, IN A WAY UNPARALLELED, BRING FORTH THE SON OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], WHO SHALL, BE CALLED JESUS, AND, ACCORDING TO THE SIGNIFICATION OF HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], BE THE SAVIOR OF ALL NATIONS. 13 AND THIS SHALL BE A SIGN TO YOU OF THE THINGS WHICH I DECLARE, NAMELY, WHEN YOU COME TO THE GOLDEN GATE OF JERUSALEM, YOU SHALL THERE MEET YOUR WIFE ANNA, WHO BEING VERY MUCH TROUBLED THAT YOU RETURNED NO SOONER, SHALL THEN REJOICE TO SEE YOU. 14 WHEN THE ANGEL HAD SAID, THIS HE DEPARTED FROM HIM.
CHAPTER 3
[bookmark: fr_7][bookmark: fr_8][bookmark: fr_9]1 THE ANGEL APPEARS TO ANNA; 2 TELLS HER A DAUGHTER SHALL BE BORN UNTO HER, 3 DEVOTED TO THE SERVICE OF THE LORD IN THE TEMPLE, 5, WHO, BEING A VIRGIN AND NOT KNOWING MAN, SHALL BRING FORTH THE LORD, 6 AND GIVES HER A SIGN THEREFORE. 8 JOACHIM AND ANNA MEET AND REJOICE, 10 AND PRAISE THE LORD. 11 ANNA CONCEIVES, AND BRINGS FORTH A DAUGHTER CALLED MARY. AFTERWARDS THE ANGEL APPEARED TO ANNA HIS WIFE SAYING: FEAR NOT, NEITHER [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT WHICH YOU SEE IS A SPIRIT. 2 FOR I AM THAT ANGEL WHO HATH OFFERED UP YOUR PRAYERS AND ALMS BEFORE GOD, AND AM NOW SENT TO YOU, THAT I MAY INFORM YOU, THAT A DAUGHTER WILL BE BORN UNTO YOU, WHO SHALL BE CALLED MARY, AND SHALL BE BLESSED ABOVE ALL WOMEN. 3 SHE SHALL BE, IMMEDIATELY UPON HER BIRTH, FULL OF THE GRACE OF THE LORD, AND SHALL CONTINUE DURING THE THREE YEARS OF HER WEANING IN HER FATHER'S HOUSE, AND AFTERWARDS, BEING DEVOTED TO THE SERVICE OF THE LORD, SHALL NOT DEPART FROM THE TEMPLE, TILL SHE ARRIVES TO YEARS OF DISCRETION. 4 IN A WORD, SHE SHALL THERE SERVE THE LORD NIGHT AND DAY IN FASTING AND PRAYER, SHALL ABSTAIN FROM EVERY UNCLEAN THING, AND NEVER KNOW ANY MAN; 5 BUT, BEING AN UNPARALLELED INSTANCE WITHOUT ANY [SEXUAL] POLLUTION OR [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENT, AND A VIRGIN NOT KNOWING ANY MAN, SHALL BRING FORTH A SON, AND A MAID SHALL BRING FORTH THE LORD, WHO BOTH BY HIS GRACE AND NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND [SEXLESS] WORKS, SHALL BE THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD. 6 ARISE THEREFORE, AND GO UP TO JERUSALEM, AND WHEN YOU SHALL COME TO THAT WHICH IS CALLED THE GOLDEN GATE (BECAUSE IT IS GILT WITH GOLD), AS A SIGN OF WHAT I HAVE TOLD YOU, YOU SHALL MEET YOUR HUSBAND, FOR WHOSE SAFETY YOU HAVE BEEN SO MUCH CONCERNED. 7 WHEN THEREFORE YOU FIND THESE THINGS THUS ACCOMPLISHED, BELIEVE THAT ALL THE REST WHICH I HAVE TOLD YOU, SHALL ALSO UNDOUBTEDLY BE ACCOMPLISHED. 8 ACCORDING THEREFORE TO THE COMMAND OF THE ANGEL, BOTH OF THEM LEFT THE PLACES WHERE THEY WERE, AND WHEN THEY CAME TO THE PLACE SPECIFIED IN THE ANGEL'S PREDICTION, THEY MET EACH OTHER. 9 THEN, REJOICING AT EACH OTHER'S VISION, AND BEING FULLY SATISFIED IN THE PROMISE OF A CHILD, THEY GAVE DUE THANKS TO THE LORD, WHO EXALTS THE HUMBLE. 10 AFTER HAVING PRAISED THE LORD, THEY RETURNED HOME, AND LIVED IN A CHEERFUL AND ASSURED EXPECTATION OF THE PROMISE OF GOD. 11 SO ANNA CONCEIVED, AND BROUGHT FORTH A DAUGHTER, AND, ACCORDING TO THE ANGEL'S COMMAND, THE PARENTS DID CALL HER NAME MARY.
CHAPTER 4
[bookmark: fr_10]1 MARY BROUGHT TO THE TEMPLE AT THREE YEARS OLD. 6 ASCENDS THE STAIRS OF THE TEMPLE BY MIRACLE. 8 HER PARENTS SACRIFICED AND RETURNED HOME. AND WHEN THREE YEARS WERE EXPIRED, AND THE TIME OF HER WEANING COMPLETE, THEY BROUGHT THE VIRGIN TO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD WITH OFFERINGS. 2 AND THERE WERE ABOUT THE TEMPLE, ACCORDING TO THE FIFTEEN PSALMS OF DEGREES, FIFTEEN STAIRS TO ASCEND. 3 FOR THE TEMPLE BEING BUILT IN A MOUNTAIN, THE ALTAR OF BURNT-OFFERING, WHICH WAS WITHOUT, COULD NOT BE COME NEAR BUT BY STAIRS; 4 THE PARENTS OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN AND INFANT MARY PUT HER UPON ONE OF THESE STAIRS; 5 BUT WHILE THEY WERE PUTTING OFF THEIR CLOTHES, IN WHICH THEY HAD TRAVELLED, AND ACCORDING TO CUSTOM PUTTING ON SOME THAT WERE MORE NEAT AND CLEAN, 6 IN THE MEAN TIME THE VIRGIN OF THE LORD IN SUCH A MANNER WENT UP ALL THE STAIRS ONE AFTER ANOTHER, WITHOUT THE HELP OF ANY TO LEAD OR LIFT HER, THAT ANY ONE WOULD HAVE JUDGED FROM HENCE THAT SHE WAS OF PERFECT AGE. 7 THUS THE LORD DID, IN THE INFANCY OF HIS VIRGIN, WORK THIS EXTRAORDINARY WORK, AND EVIDENCE BY THIS MIRACLE HOW GREAT SHE WAS LIKE TO BE HEREAFTER. 8 BUT THE PARENTS HAVING OFFERED UP THEIR SACRIFICE, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND PERFECTED THEIR VOW, LEFT THE VIRGIN WITH OTHER VIRGINS IN THE APARTMENTS OF THE TEMPLE, WHO WERE TO BE BROUGHT UP THERE, AND THEY RETURNED HOME.
CHAPTER 5
[bookmark: fr_11][bookmark: fr_12]2 MARY MINISTERED UNTO BY ANGELS. 4 THE HIGH-PRIEST ORDERS ALL VIRGINS OF FOURTEEN YEARS OLD TO QUIT THE TEMPLE AND ENDEAVOUR TO BE MARRIED. 5 MARY REFUSES, 6 HAVING VOWED HER VIRGINITY TO THE LORD. 7 THE HIGH-PRIEST COMMANDS A MEETING OF THE CHIEF PERSONS OF JERUSALEM, 11 WHO SEEK THE LORD FOR [SEXLESS] COUNSEL IN THE MATTER. 13 A VOICE FROM THE MERCY-SEAT. 15 THE HIGH PRIEST OBEYS IT BY ORDERING ALL THE UNMARRIED MEN OF THE HOUSE OF DAVID TO BRING THEIR RODS TO THE ALTAR, 17 THAT HIS ROD WHICH SHOULD FLOWER, AND ON WHICH THE SPIRIT OF GOD SHOULD SIT, SHOULD BETROTH THE VIRGIN. BUT THE VIRGIN OF THE LORD, AS SHE ADVANCED IN FEARS, INCREASED ALSO IN PERFECTIONS, AND ACCORDING TO THE SAYING OF THE PSALMIST, HER FATHER AND MOTHER FORSOOK HER, BUT THE LORD TOOK CARE OF HER. 2 FOR SHE EVERY DAY HAD THE CONVERSATION OF ANGELS, AND EVERY DAY RECEIVED VISITORS FROM GOD, WHICH PRESERVED HER FROM ALL SORTS OF EVIL, AND CAUSED HER TO ABOUND WITH ALL GOOD THINGS; 3 SO THAT WHEN AT LENGTH SHE ARRIVED TO HER FOURTEENTH YEAR, AS THE WICKED COULD NOT LAY ANYTHING TO HER CHARGE WORTHY OF REPROOF, SO ALL GOOD PERSONS, WHO WERE ACQUAINTED WITH HER, ADMIRED HER LIFE AND CONVERSATION. 4 AT THAT TIME THE HIGH-PRIEST MADE A PUBLIC ORDER. THAT ALL THE VIRGINS WHO HAD PUBLIC SETTLEMENTS IN THE TEMPLE, AND WERE COME TO THIS AGE, SHOULD RETURN HOME, AND, AS THEY WERE NOW OF A PROPER MATURITY, SHOULD, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THEIR COUNTRY, ENDEAVOUR TO BE MARRIED. 5 TO WHICH COMMAND, THOUGH ALL THE OTHER VIRGINS READILY YIELDED OBEDIENCE, MARY THE VIRGIN OF THE LORD ALONE ANSWERED, THAT SHE COULD NOT COMPLY WITH IT. 6 ASSIGNING THESE REASONS, THAT BOTH SHE AND HER PARENTS HAD DEVOTED HER TO THE SERVICE OF THE LORD; AND BESIDES, THAT SHE HAD VOWED VIRGINITY TO THE LORD, WHICH VOW SHE WAS RESOLVED NEVER TO BREAK THROUGH BY LYING WITH A MAN. 7 THE HIGH PRIEST BEING HEREBY BROUGHT INTO A DIFFICULTY, 8 SEEING HE DURST NEITHER ON THE ONE HAND DISSOLVE THE VOW, AND DISOBEY THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE, WHICH SAYS, VOW AND PAY, 9 NOR ON THE OTHER HAND INTRODUCE A CUSTOM, TO WHICH THE PEOPLE WERE STRANGERS, COMMANDED, 10 THAT AT THE APPROACHING FEAST ALL THE PRINCIPAL PERSONS BOTH OF JERUSALEM AND THE NEIGHBOURING PLACES SHOULD MEET TOGETHER, THAT HE MIGHT HAVE THEIR ADVICE, HOW HE HAD BEST PROCEED IN SO DIFFICULT A CASE. 11 WHEN THEY WERE ACCORDINGLY MET, THEY UNANIMOUSLY AGREED TO SEEK THE LORD, AND ASK [SEXLESS] COUNSEL FROM HIM ON THIS MATTER. 12 AND WHEN THEY WERE ALL ENGAGED IN PRAYER, THE HIGH-PRIEST, ACCORDING TO THE USUAL WAY, WENT TO CONSULT GOD. 13 AND IMMEDIATELY THERE WAS A VOICE FROM THE ARK, AND THE MERCY SEAT, WHICH ALL PRESENT HEARD, THAT IT MUST BE INQUIRED OR SOUGHT OUT BY A PROPHECY OF ISAIAH TO WHOM THE VIRGIN SHOULD BE GIVEN AND BE BETROTHED; 14 FOR ISAIAH SAITH, THERE SHALL COME FORTH A ROD OUT OF THE STEM OF JESSE, AND A FLOWER SHALL SPRING OUT OF ITS ROOT, 15 AND THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD SHALL REST UPON HIM, THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT OF [SEXLESS] COUNSEL AND MIGHT, THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND PIETY, AND THE SPIRIT OF THE FEAR OF THE LORD SHALL FILL HIM. 16 THEN, ACCORDING TO THIS PROPHECY, HE APPOINTED, THAT ALL THE MEN OF THE HOUSE AND FAMILY OF DAVID, WHO WERE MARRIAGEABLE, AND NOT MARRIED, SHOULD BRING THEIR SEVERAL RODS TO THE ALTAR, 17 AND OUT OF WHATSOEVER PERSON'S ROD AFTER IT WAS BROUGHT, A FLOWER SHOULD BUD FORTH, AND ON THE TOP OF IT THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD SHOULD SIT IN THE APPEARANCE OF A DOVE, HE SHOULD BE THE MAN TO WHOM THE VIRGIN SHOULD BE GIVEN AND BE BETROTHED.
CHAPTER 6
1 JOSEPH DRAWS BACK HIS ROD. 5 THE DOVE PITCHES ON IT. HE BETROTHS MARY AND RETURNS TO BETHLEHEM. 7 MARY RETURNS TO HER PARENTS’ HOUSE AT GALILEE. AMONG THE REST THERE WAS A MAN NAMED JOSEPH, OF THE HOUSE AND FAMILY OF DAVID, AND A PERSON VERY FAR ADVANCED IN YEARS, WHO DREW BACK HIS ROD, WHEN EVERY ONE BESIDES PRESENTED HIS. 2 SO THAT WHEN NOTHING APPEARED AGREEABLE TO THE HEAVENLY VOICE, THE HIGH-PRIEST JUDGED IT PROPER TO CONSULT GOD AGAIN, 3 WHO ANSWERED THAT HE TO WHOM THE VIRGIN WAS TO BE BETROTHED WAS THE ONLY PERSON OF THOSE WHO WERE BROUGHT TOGETHER, WHO HAD NOT BROUGHT HIS ROD. 4 JOSEPH THEREFORE WAS BETRAYED. 5 FOR, WHEN HE DID BRING HIS ROD, AND A DOVE COMING FROM HEAVEN PITCHED UPON THE TOP OF IT, EVERY ONE PLAINLY SAW, THAT THE VIRGIN WAS TO BE BETROTHED TO HIM: 6 ACCORDINGLY, THE USUAL CEREMONIES OF BETROTHING BEING OVER, HE RETURNED TO HIS OWN CITY OF BETHLEHEM, TO SET HIS HOUSE IN ORDER, AND MAKE THE NEEDFUL FOR THE MARRIAGE. 7 BUT THE VIRGIN OF THE LORD, MARY, WITH SEVEN OTHER VIRGINS OF THE SAME AGE, WHO HAD BEEN WEANED AT THE SAME TIME, AND WHO HAD BEEN APPOINTED TO ATTEND HER BY THE PRIEST, RETURNED TO HER PARENTS’ HOUSE IN GALILEE. 
CHAPTER 7
[bookmark: fr_13][bookmark: fr_14][bookmark: fr_15][bookmark: fr_16]7 THE SALUTATION OF THE VIRGIN BY GABRIEL, WHO EXPLAINS TO HER THAT SHE SHALL CONCEIVE, WITHOUT LYING WITH A MAN, WHILE A VIRGIN, 19 BY THE HOLY GHOST COMING UPON HER WITHOUT THE HEATS OF [SEXUAL] LUST. 21 SHE SUBMITS. NOW AT THIS TIME OF HER FIRST COMING INTO GALILEE, THE ANGEL GABRIEL WAS SENT TO HER FROM GOD, TO DECLARE TO HER THE CONCEPTION OF OUR SAVIOR, AND THE MANNER AND WAY OF HER CONCEIVING HIM. 2 ACCORDINGLY GOING INTO HER, HE FILLED THE CHAMBER WHERE SHE WAS WITH A PRODIGIOUS LIGHT, AND IN A MOST COURTEOUS MANNER SALUTING HER, HE SAID, 3 HAIL, MARY! VIRGIN OF THE LORD MOST ACCEPTABLE! O VIRGIN FULL OF GRACE! THE LORD IS WITH YOU, YOU ARE BLESSED ABOVE ALL WOMEN, YOU ARE BLESSED ABOVE ALL MEN, THAT. HAVE BEEN HITHERTO BORN. 4 BUT THE VIRGIN, WHO HAD BEFORE BEEN WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THE COUNTENANCES OF ANGELS, AND TO WHOM SUCH LIGHT FROM HEAVEN WAS NO UNCOMMON THING, 5 WAS NEITHER TERRIFIED WITH THE VISION OF THE ANGEL, NOR ASTONISHED AT THE GREATNESS OF THE LIGHT, BUT ONLY TROUBLED ABOUT THE ANGEL'S WORDS: 6 AND BEGAN TO CONSIDER WHAT SO EXTRAORDINARY A SALUTATION SHOULD MEAN, WHAT IT DID PORTEND, OR WHAT SORT OF END IT WOULD HAVE. 7 TO THIS [SEXLESS] THOUGHT, THE ANGEL, DIVINELY INSPIRED, REPLIES; 8 FEAR NOT, MARY, AS THOUGH I INTENDED ANYTHING INCONSISTENT WITH YOUR CHASTITY IN THIS SALUTATION: 9 FOR YOU HAVE FOUND FAVOUR WITH THE LORD, BECAUSE YOU MADE VIRGINITY YOUR CHOICE. 10 THEREFORE WHILE YOU ARE A VIRGIN, YOU SHALL CONCEIVE WITHOUT [SEXUAL] SIN, AND BRING FORTH A SON. 11 HE SHALL BE GREAT, BECAUSE HE SHALL REIGN FROM SEA TO SEA, AND FROM THE RIVERS TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH. 12 AND HE SHALL BE CALLED THE SON OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]; FOR HE WHO IS BORN IN A MEAN STATE ON EARTH REIGNS IN AN EXALTED ONE IN HEAVEN. 13 AND THE LORD SHALL GIVE HIM THE THRONE OF HIS FATHER DAVID, AND HE SHALL REIGN OVER THE HOUSE OF JACOB FOR EVER, AND OF HIS KINGDOM THERE SHALL BE NO END. 14 FOR HE IS THE KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS, AND HIS THRONE IS FOR EVER AND EVER. 15 TO THIS DISCOURSE OF THE ANGEL THE VIRGIN REPLIED NOT, AS THOUGH SHE WERE UNBELIEVING, BUT WILLING TO KNOW THE MANNER OF IT. 16 SHE SAID, HOW, CAN THAT BE? FOR SEEING, ACCORDING TO MY VOW, I HAVE NEVER KNOWN ANY MAN, HOW CAN I BEAR A CHILD WITHOUT THE ADDITION OF A MAN'S SEED? 17 TO THIS THE ANGEL REPLIED AND SAID, [SEXUALLY] THINK, NOT, MARY, THAT YOU SHALL CONCEIVE IN THE ORDINARY WAY. 18 FOR, WITHOUT LYING WITH A MAN, WHILE A VIRGIN, YOU SHALL CONCEIVE; WHILE A VIRGIN, YOU SHALL BRING FORTH; AND WHILE A VIRGIN SHALL GIVE SUCK. 19 FOR THE HOLY GHOST SHALL COME UPON YOU, AND THE POWER OF THE MOST-HIGH SHALL OVERSHADOW YOU, WITHOUT ANY OF THE HEATS OF [SEXUAL] LUST. 20 SO THAT WHICH SHALL BE BORN OF YOU SHALL BE ONLY HOLY, BE. CAUSE IT ONLY IS CONCEIVED WITHOUT [SEXUAL] SIN, AND BEING BORN, SHALL BE CALLED THE SON OF GOD. 21 THEN MARY STRETCHING FORTH HER HANDS, AND LIFTING HER EYES TO HEAVEN, SAID, BEHOLD THE HANDMAID OF THE LORD! LET IT BE UNTO ME ACCORDING TO THY WORD. 
CHAPTER 8
[bookmark: fr_17]1 JOSEPH RETURNS TO GALILEE TO MARRY THE VIRGIN HE HAD BETROTHED. 4 PERCEIVES SHE IS WITH CHILD, 5 IS UNEASY, 7 [SEXLESS] PURPOSES TO PUT HER AWAY PRIVILY, 8 IS TOLD BY THE ANGEL OF THE LORD IT IS NOT THE WORK OF MAN BUT THE HOLY GHOST, 12 MARRIES HER, BUT KEEPS CHASTE, 13 REMOVES WITH HER TO BETHLEHEM, 15 WHERE SHE BRINGS FORTH CHRIST. JOSEPH THEREFORE WENT FROM JUDÆA TO GALILEE, WITH [SEXLESS] INTENTION TO MARRY THE VIRGIN WHO WAS BETROTHED TO HIM: 2 FOR IT WAS NOW NEAR THREE MONTHS SINCE SHE WAS BETROTHED TO HIM. 3 AT LENGTH IT PLAINLY APPEARED SHE WAS WITH CHILD, AND IT, COULD NOT BE HID, FROM JOSEPH: 4 FOR GOING TO THE VIRGIN IN A FREE MANNER, AS ONE ESPOUSED, AND TALKING FAMILIARLY WITH HER, HE PERCEIVED HER TO BE WITH CHILD. 5 AND THEREUPON BEGAN TO BE UNEASY AND DOUBTFUL, NOT KNOWING WHAT COURSE IT WOULD BE BEST TO TAKE; 6 FOR BEING A JUST MAN, HE WAS NOT WILLING TO EXPOSE HER, NOR DEFAME HER BY THE SUSPICION OF BEING A WHORE, SINCE HE WAS A PIOUS MAN. 7 HE [SEXLESSLY] PURPOSED THEREFORE PRIVATELY TO PUT AN END TO THEIR AGREEMENT, AND AS PRIVATELY TO PUT HER AWAY. 8 BUT WHILE HE WAS MEDITATING THESE THINGS, BEHOLD THE ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO HIM IN HIS SLEEP, AND SAID JOSEPH, SON OF DAVID, FEAR NOT; 9 BE NOT WILLING TO ENTERTAIN ANY SUSPICION OF THE VIRGIN'S BEING GUILTY OF FORNICATION, OR TO [SEXUALLY] THINK ANY THING AMISS OF HER, NEITHER BE AFRAID TO TAKE HER TO WIFE; 10 FOR THAT WHICH IS BEGOTTEN IN HER AND NOW DISTRESSES YOUR MIND, IS NOT THE WORK OF MAN, BUT THE HOLY GHOST. 11 FOR SHE OF ALL WOMEN IS THAT ONLY VIRGIN WHO SHALL BRING FORTH THE SON OF GOD, AND YOU SHALL CALL HIS NAME JESUS, THAT IS, SAVIOR: FOR HE WILL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. 12 JOSEPH THEREUPON, ACCORDING TO THE COMMAND OF THE ANGEL, MARRIED THE VIRGIN, AND DID NOT KNOW HER, BUT KEPT HER IN CHASTITY. 13 AND NOW THE NINTH MONTH FROM HER CONCEPTION DREW NEAR, WHEN JOSEPH TOOK HIS WIFE AND WHAT OTHER THINGS WERE NECESSARY TO BETHLEHEM, THE CITY FROM WHENCE HE CAME. 14 AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHILE THEY WERE THERE, THE DAYS WERE FULFILLED FOR HER BRINGING FORTH. 15 AND SHE BROUGHT FORTH HER FIRST-BORN SON, AS THE HOLY EVANGELISTS HAVE TAUGHT, EVEN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], SON [JESUS], AND HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN], LIVES AND REIGNS TO EVERLASTING AGES.
THE GOSPEL OF JAMES OF THE PROTEVANGELION
CHAPTER 1
1 IN THE HISTORIES OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL IT IS WRITTEN THAT THERE WAS ONE IOACIM, EXCEEDING RICH: AND HE OFFERED HIS GIFTS TWOFOLD, SAYING: THAT WHICH IS OF MY SUPERFLUITY SHALL BE FOR THE WHOLE PEOPLE, AND THAT WHICH IS FOR MY FORGIVENESS SHALL BE FOR TITLE LORD, FOR A PROPITIATION UNTO ME. 2 NOW THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD DREW NIGH AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL OFFERED THEIR GIFTS. AND REUBEN STOOD OVER AGAINST HIM SAYING: IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR THEE TO OFFER THY GIFTS FIRST, FORASMUCH AS THOU HAST GOTTEN NO SEED IN ISRAEL. 8 AND IOACIM WAS SORE GRIEVED, AND WENT UNTO THE RECORD OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF THE PEOPLE, SAYING: I WILL LOOK UPON THE RECORD OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL, WHETHER I ONLY HAVE NOT GOTTEN SEED IN ISRAEL. AND HE SEARCHED, AND FOUND CONCERNING ALL THE RIGHTEOUS THAT THEY HAD RAISED UP SEED IN ISRAEL. AND HE REMEMBERED THE PATRIARCH ABRAHAM, HOW IN THE LAST DAYS GOD GAVE HIM A SON, EVEN ISAAC. 4 AND IOACIM WAS SORE GRIEVED, AND SHOWED NOT HIMSELF TO HIS WIFE, BUT BETOOK HIMSELF INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND PITCHED HIS TENT THERE, AND FASTED FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS, SAYING WITHIN HIMSELF: I WILL NOT GO DOWN EITHER FOR MEAT OR FOR DRINK UNTIL THE LORD MY GOD VISIT ME, AND MY PRAYER SHALL BE UNTO ME MEAT AND DRINK. 
CHAPTER 2
1 NOW HIS WIFE ANNA LAMENTED WITH TWO LAMENTATIONS, AND BEWAILED HERSELF WITH TWO BEWAILING’S, SAYING: I WILL BEWAIL MY WIDOWHOOD, AND I WILL BEWAIL MY CHILDLESSNESS. 2 AND THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD DREW NIGH, AND JUDITH HER HANDMAID SAID UNTO HER: HOW LONG HUMBLEST THOU THY SOUL? THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD HATH COME, AND IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR THEE TO MOURN: BUT TAKE THIS HEADBAND, WHICH THE MISTRESS OF MY WORK GAVE ME, AND IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR ME TO PUT IT ON, FORASMUCH AS I AM A HANDMAID, AND IT HATH A MARK OF ROYALTY. AND ANNA SAID: GET THEE FROM ME. LO! I HAVE DONE NOTHING (OR I WILL NOT DO SO) AND THE LORD HATH GREATLY HUMBLED ME: PERADVENTURE ONE GAVE IT TO THEE IN SUBTILTY, AND THOU ART COME TO MAKE ME PARTAKER IN THY [SEXUAL] SIN. AND JUDITH SAID: HOW SHALL I CURSE THEE, SEEING THE LORD HATH SHUT UP THY WOMB, TO GIVE THEE NO FRUIT IN ISRAEL? 3 AND ANNA WAS SORE GRIEVED [AND MOURNED WITH A GREAT MOURNING BECAUSE SHE WAS REPROACHED BY ALL THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. AND COMING TO HERSELF SHE SAID: WHAT SHALL I DO? I WILL PRAY WITH WEEPING UNTO THE LORD MY GOD THAT HE, VISIT ME]. AND SHE PUT OFF HER MOURNING GARMENTS AND CLEANSED (OR ADORNED) HER HEAD AND PUT ON HER BRIDAL GARMENTS: AND ABOUT THE NINTH HOUR SHE WENT DOWN INTO THE GARDEN TO WALK THERE. AND SHE SAW A LAUREL-TREE AND SAT DOWN UNDERNEATH IT AND BESOUGHT THE LORD SAYING: O GOD OF OUR FATHERS, BLESS ME, AND HEARKEN UNTO MY PRAYER, AS THOU DIDST BLESS THE WOMB OF SARAH, AND GAVEST HER A SON, EVEN ISAAC.
CHAPTER 3
1 AND LOOKING UP TO THE HEAVEN SHE ESPIED A NEST OF SPARROWS IN THE LAUREL-TREE, AND MADE A LAMENTATION WITHIN HERSELF, SAYING: WOE UNTO ME, WHO BEGAT ME? AND WHAT WOMB BROUGHT ME FORTH FOR I AM BECOME A CURSE BEFORE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND I AM REPROACHED, AND THEY HAVE MOCKED ME FORTH OUT OF THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD? 2 WOE UNTO ME, UNTO WHAT AM I LIKENED? I AM NOT LIKENED UNTO THE FOWLS OF THE HEAVEN, FOR EVEN THE FOWLS OF THE HEAVEN ARE FRUITFUL BEFORE THEE, O LORD. WOE UNTO ME, UNTO WHAT AM I LIKENED? I AM NOT LIKENED UNTO THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH, FOR EVEN THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH ARE FRUITFUL BEFORE THEE, O LORD. WOE UNTO ME, UNTO WHAT AM I LIKENED? I AM NOT LIKENED UNTO THESE WATERS, FOR EVEN THESE WATERS ARE FRUITFUL BEFORE THEE, O LORD. 3 WOE UNTO ME, UNTO WHAT AM I LIKENED? I AM NOT LIKENED UNTO THIS EARTH, FOR EVEN THIS EARTH BRINGETH FORTH HER FRUITS IN DUE SEASON AND BLESSETH THEE, O LORD.
CHAPTER 4
1 AND BEHOLD AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED, SAYING UNTO HER: ANNA, ANNA, THE LORD HATH HEARKENED UNTO THY PRAYER, AND THOU SHALT CONCEIVE AND BEAR, AND THY SEED SHALL BE SPOKEN OF IN THE WHOLE WORLD. AND ANNA SAID: AS THE LORD MY GOD LIVETH, IF I BRING FORTH EITHER MALE OR FEMALE, I WILL BRING IT FOR A GIFT UNTO THE LORD MY GOD, AND IT SHALL BE MINISTERING UNTO HIM ALL THE DAYS OF ITS LIFE. 2 AND BEHOLD THERE CAME TWO MESSENGERS SAYING UNTO HER: BEHOLD IOACIM THY HUSBAND COMETH WITH HIS FLOCKS: FOR AN ANGEL OF THE LORD CAME DOWN UNTO HIM SAYING: IOACIM, IOACIM, THE LORD GOD HATH HEARKENED UNTO THY PRAYER. GET THEE DOWN HENCE, FOR BEHOLD THY WIFE ANNA HATH CONCEIVED. 3 AND IOACIM SAT HIM DOWN AND CALLED HIS HERDSMEN SAYING: BRING ME HITHER TEN LAMBS WITHOUT BLEMISH AND WITHOUT SPOT, AND THEY SHALL BE FOR THE LORD MY GOD; AND BRING ME TWELVE TENDER CALVES, AND THEY SHALL BE FOR THE PRIESTS AND FOR THE ASSEMBLY OF THE ELDERS; AND A HUNDRED KIDS FOR THE WHOLE PEOPLE. 4 AND BEHOLD IOACIM CAME WITH HIS FLOCKS, AND ANNA STOOD AT THE GATE AND SAW IOACIM COMING, AND RAN AND HUNG UPON HIS NECK, SAYING: NOW KNOW I THAT THE LORD GOD HATH GREATLY BLESSED ME: FOR BEHOLD THE WIDOW IS NO MORE A WIDOW, AND SHE THAT WAS CHILDLESS SHALL CONCEIVE. AND IOACIM RESTED THE FIRST DAY IN HIS HOUSE.
CHAPTER 5
1 AND ON THE MORROW, HE OFFERED HIS GIFTS, SAYING IN HIMSELF: IF THE LORD GOD BE RECONCILED UNTO ME, THE PLATE THAT IS UPON THE FOREHEAD OF THE PRIEST WILL MAKE IT MANIFEST UNTO ME. AND IOACIM OFFERED HIS GIFTS AND LOOKED EARNESTLY UPON THE PLATE OF THE PRIEST WHEN HE WENT UP UNTO THE ALTAR OF TITLE LORD, AND HE SAW NO [SEXUAL] SIN IN HIMSELF. AND IOACIM SAID: NOW KNOW I THAT THE LORD IS BECOME PROPITIOUS UNTO ME AND HATH FORGIVEN ALL MY [NON-SEXUAL] SINS. AND HE WENT DOWN FROM THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD JUSTIFIED, AND WENT UNTO HIS HOUSE. 2 AND HER MONTHS WERE FULFILLED, AND IN THE NINTH MONTH ANNA BROUGHT FORTH. AND SHE SAID UNTO THE MIDWIFE: WHAT HAVE I BROUGHT FORTH? AND SHE SAID: A FEMALE. AND ANNA SAID: MY SOUL IS MAGNIFIED THIS DAY, AND SHE LAID HERSELF DOWN. AND WHEN THE DAYS WERE FULFILLED, ANNA PURIFIED HERSELF AND GAVE SUCK TO THE CHILD AND CALLED HER NAME MARY.
CHAPTER 6
1 AND DAY BY DAY THE CHILD WAXED STRONG, AND WHEN SHE WAS SIX MONTHS OLD HER MOTHER STOOD HER UPON THE GROUND TO TRY IF SHE WOULD STAND; AND SHE WALKED SEVEN STEPS AND RETURNED UNTO HER BOSOM. AND SHE CAUGHT HER UP, SAYING: AS THE LORD MY GOD LIVETH, THOU SHALT WALK NO MORE UPON THIS GROUND, UNTIL I BRING THEE INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. AND SHE MADE A SANCTUARY IN HER BED CHAMBER AND SUFFERED NOTHING COMMON OR UNCLEAN TO PASS THROUGH IT. AND SHE CALLED FOR THE DAUGHTERS OF THE HEBREWS THAT WERE UNDEFILED, AND THEY CARRIED HER HITHER AND THITHER. 2 AND THE FIRST YEAR OF THE CHILD WAS FULFILLED, AND IOACIM MADE A GREAT FEAST AND BADE THE PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES AND THE ASSEMBLY OF THE ELDERS AND THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. AND IOACIM BROUGHT THE CHILD TO THE PRIESTS, AND THEY BLESSED HER, SAYING: 0 GOD OF OUR FATHERS, BLESS THIS CHILD AND GIVE HER A NAME RENOWNED FOR EVER AMONG ALL GENERATIONS. AND ALL THE PEOPLE SAID: SO BE IT, SO BE IT. AMEN. AND HE BROUGHT HER TO THE HIGH PRIESTS, AND THEY BLESSED HER, SAYING: 0 GOD OF THE HIGH PLACES, LOOK UPON THIS CHILD, AND BLESS HER WITH THE LAST BLESSING WHICH HATH NO SUCCESSOR. 3 AND HER MOTHER CAUGHT HER UP INTO THE SANCTUARY OF HER BED CHAMBER AND GAVE HER SUCK. AND ANNA MADE A SONG UNTO THE LORD GOD, SAYING: I WILL SING A HYMN UNTO THE LORD MY GOD, BECAUSE HE HATH VISITED ME AND TAKEN AWAY FROM ME THE REPROACH OF MINE ENEMIES, AND THE LORD HATH GIVEN ME A FRUIT OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, SINGLE AND MANIFOLD BEFORE HIM. WHO SHALL DECLARE UNTO THE SONS OF REUBEN THAT ANNA GIVETH SUCK? HEARKEN, HEARKEN, YE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL, THAT ANNA GIVETH SUCK. AND SHE LAID THE CHILD TO REST IN THE BED CHAMBER OF HER SANCTUARY, AND WENT FORTH AND MINISTERED UNTO THEM. AND WHEN THE FEAST WAS ENDED, THEY GAT THEM DOWN REJOICING, AND GLORIFYING THE GOD OF ISRAEL.
CHAPTER 7
1 AND UNTO THE CHILD HER MONTHS WERE ADDED: AND THE CHILD BECAME TWO YEARS OLD. AND IOACIM SAID: LET US BRING HER UP TO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD THAT WE MAY PAY THE PROMISE WHICH WE PROMISED; LEST THE LORD REQUIRE IT OF US (LIT. SEND UNTO US), AND OUR GIFT BECOME UNACCEPTABLE. AND ANNA SAID: LET US WAIT UNTIL THE THIRD YEAR, THAT THE CHILD MAY NOT LONG AFTER HER FATHER OR MOTHER. AND IOACIM SAID: LET US WAIT. 2 AND THE CHILD BECAME THREE YEARS OLD, AND IOACIM SAID: CALL FOR THE DAUGHTERS OF THE HEBREWS THAT ARE UNDEFILED, AND LET THEM TAKE EVERY ONE A LAMP, AND LET THEM BE BURNING, THAT THE CHILD, TURN NOT BACKWARD AND HER HEART BE TAKEN CAPTIVE AWAY FROM THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. AND THEY DID SO UNTIL THEY WERE GONE UP INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. AND THE PRIEST RECEIVED HER AND KISSED HER AND BLESSED HER AND SAID: THE LORD HATH MAGNIFIED THY NAME AMONG ALL GENERATIONS: IN THEE IN THE LATTER DAYS SHALL THE LORD MAKE MANIFEST HIS REDEMPTION UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. AND HE MADE HER TO SIT UPON THE THIRD STEP OF THE ALTAR. AND THE LORD PUT GRACE UPON HER AND SHE DANCED WITH HER FEET AND ALL TILE HOUSE OF ISRAEL [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HER.
CHAPTER 8
1 AND HER PARENTS GAT THEM DOWN MARVELING, AND PRAISING THE LORD GOD BECAUSE TILE CHILD WAS NOT TURNED AWAY BACKWARD. AND MARY WAS IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD AS A DOVE THAT IS NURTURED: AND SHE RECEIVED FOOD FROM THE HAND OF AN ANGEL. 2 AND WHEN SHE WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD, THERE WAS A COUNCIL OF THE PRIESTS, SAYING: BEHOLD MARY IS BECOME TWELVE YEARS OLD IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. WHAT THEN SHALL WE DO WITH HER? LEST SHE [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE THE SANCTUARY OF THE LORD. AND THEY SAID UNTO THE HIGH PRIEST: THOU STANDEST OVER THE ALTAR OF THE LORD. ENTER IN AND PRAY CONCERNING HER: AND WHATSOEVER THE LORD SHALL REVEAL TO THEE, THAT LET US DO. 3 AND THE HIGH PRIEST TOOK THE VESTMENT WITH THE TWELVE BELLS AND WENT IN UNTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES AND PRAYED CONCERNING HER. AND LO, AN ANGEL OF TILE LORD APPEARED SAYING UNTO HIM: ZACHARIAS, ZACHARIAS~ GO FORTH AND ASSEMBLE THEM THAT ARE WIDOWERS OF THE PEOPLE, AND LET THEM BRING EVERY MAN A ROD, AND TO WHOMSOEVER THE LORD SHALL SHOW A SIGN, HIS WIFE SHALL SHE BE. AND THE HERALDS WENT FORTH OVER ALL THE COUNTRY ROUND ABOUT JUDAEA, AND THE TRUMPET OF THE LORD SOUNDED, AND ALL MEN RAN THERETO.
CHAPTER 9
1 AND JOSEPH CAST DOWN HIS ADZE AND RAN TO MEET THEM, AND WHEN THEY WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, THEY WENT TO THE HIGH PRIEST AND TOOK THEIR RODS WITH THEM. AND HE TOOK THE RODS OF THEM ALL AND WENT INTO THE TEMPLE AND PRAYED. AND WHEN HE HAD FINISHED THE PRAYER, HE TOOK THE RODS AND WENT FORTH AND GAVE THEM BACK TO THEM: AND THERE WAS NO SIGN UPON THEM. BUT JOSEPH RECEIVED THE LAST ROD: AND 1O, A DOVE CAME FORTH OF THE ROD AND FLEW UPON THE BEAD OF JOSEPH. AND THE PRIEST SAID UNTO JOSEPH: UNTO THEE HATH IT FALLEN TO TAKE THE VIRGIN OF THE LORD AND KEEP HER FOR THYSELF. 2 AND JOSEPH REFUSED, SAYING: I HAVE SONS, AND I AM AN OLD MAN, BUT SHE IS A GIRL: LEST I BECAME A LAUGHING-STOCK TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. AND THE PRIEST SAID UNTO JOSEPH: YEAR THE LORD THY GOD, AND REMEMBER WHAT THINGS GOD DID UNTO DATHAN AND ABIRAM AND KORAH, HOW THE EARTH CLAVE AND THEY WERE SWALLOWED UP BECAUSE OF THEIR GAINSAYING. AND NOW FEAR THOU, JOSEPH, LEST IT BE SO IN THINE HOUSE. AND JOSEPH WAS AFRAID, AND TOOK HER TO KEEP HER FOR HIMSELF. AND JOSEPH SAID UNTO MARY: LO, I HAVE RECEIVED THEE OUT OF THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD: AND NOW DO I LEAVE THEE IN MY HOUSE, AND I GO AWAY TO BUILD MY BUILDINGS AND I WILL COME AGAIN UNTO THEE. THE LORD SHALL WATCH OVER THEE.
CHAPTER 10
1 NOW THERE WAS A COUNCIL OF THE PRIESTS, AND THEY SAID: LET US MAKE A VEIL FOR THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. AND THE PRIEST SAID: CALL UNTO ME PURE VIRGINS OF THE TRIBE OF DAVID. AND THE OFFICERS DEPARTED AND SOUGHT AND FOUND SEVEN VIRGINS. AND THE PRIESTS CALLED TO MIND THE CHILD MARY, THAT SHE WAS OF THE TRIBE OF AVID AND WAS UNDEFILED BEFORE GOD: AND THE OFFICERS WENT AND FETCHED HER. AND THEY BROUGHT THEM INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD, AND THE PRIEST SAID: CAST ME LOTS, WHICH OF YOU SHAH WEAVE THE GOLD AND THE UNDEFILED (THE WHITE) AND TILE FINE LINEN AND THE SILK AND THE HYACINTHINE, AND THE SCARLET AND THE TRUE PURPLE. AND THE LOT OF THE TRUE PURPLE AND THE SCARLET FELL UNTO MARY, AND SHE TOOK THEM AND WENT UNTO HER HOUSE. AND AT THAT SEASON ZACHARIAS BECAME DUMB, AND SAMUEL WAS IN HIS STEAD UNTIL THE TIME WHEN ZACHARIAS SPAKE AGAIN. BUT MARY TOOK THE SCARLET AND BEGAN TO SPIN IT.
CHAPTER 11
1 AND SHE TOOK THE PITCHER AND WENT FORTH TO FILL IT WITH WATER: AND LO A VOICE SAYING: HAIL, THOU THAT ART HIGHLY FAVOURED; THE LORD IS WITH THEE: BLESSED ART THOU AMONG WOMEN. AND SHE LOOKED ABOUT HER UPON THE RIGHT HAND AND UPON THE LEFT, TO SEE WHENCE THIS VOICE SHOULD BE: AND BEING FILLED WITH TREMBLING SHE~ WENT TO HER HOUSE AND SET DOWN THE PITCHER, AND TOOK THE PURPLE AND SAT DOWN UPON HER SEAT AND DREW OUT THE THREAD. 2 AND BEHOLD AN ANGEL OF THE LORD STOOD BEFORE HER SAYING: FEAR NOT, MARY, FOR THOU HAST FOUND GRACE BEFORE THE LORD OF ALL THINGS, AND THOU SHALT CONCEIVE OF HIS WORD. AND SHE, WHEN SHE HEARD IT, QUESTIONED IN HERSELF, SAYING: SHALL I VERILY CONCEIVE OF THE LIVING GOD, AND BRING FORTH AFTER THE MANNER OF ALL WOMEN? AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SAID: NOT SO, MARY, FOR A POWER OF THE LORD SHALL OVERSHADOW THEE: WHEREFORE ALSO THAT HOLY THING WHICH SHALL BE BORN OF THEE SHALL BE CALLED THE SON OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]. AND THOU SHALT CALL HIS NAME JESUS: FOR HE SHALL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. AND MARY SAID: BEHOLD THE HANDMAID OF THE LORD IS BEFORE HIM: BE IT UNTO ME ACCORDING TO THY WORD. 
CHAPTER 12
1 AND SHE MADE THE PURPLE AND THE SCARLET AND BROUGHT THEM UNTO THE PRIEST. AND THE PRIEST BLESSED HER AND SAID: MARY, THE LORD GOD HATH MAGNIFIED THY NAME, AND THOU SHALT BE BLESSED AMONG ALL GENERATIONS OF THE EARTH. 2 AND MARY REJOICED AND WENT AWAY UNTO ELIZABETH HER KINSWOMAN: AND SHE KNOCKED AT THE DOOR. AND ELIZABETH WHEN SHE HEARD IT CAST DOWN THE SCARLET (THE WOOL) AND RAN TO THE DOOR AND OPENED IT, AND WHEN SHE SAW MARY, SHE BLESSED HER AND SAID: WHENCE IS THIS TO ME THAT THE MOTHER OF MY LORD SHOULD COME UNTO ME? FOR BEHOLD THAT WHICH IS IN ME LEAPED AND BLESSED THEE. AND MARY FORGAT THE MYSTERIES WHICH GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL HAD TOLD HER, AND SHE LOOKED UP UNTO THE HEAVEN AND SAID: WHO AM I, LORD, THAT ALL THE GENERATIONS OF THE EARTH DO BLESS ME? 8 AND SHE, ABODE, THREE MONTHS WITH ELIZABETH, AND DAY BY DAY HER WOMB GREW: AND MARY WAS AFRAID AND DEPARTED UNTO HER HOUSE AND HID HERSELF FROM THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. NOW SHE WAS SIXTEEN YEARS OLD WHEN THESE MYSTERIES CAME TO PASS.
CHAPTER 13
1 NOW IT WAS THE SIXTH MONTH WITH HER, AND BEHOLD JOSEPH CAME FROM HIS BUILDING, AND HE ENTERED INTO HIS HOUSE AND FOUND HER GREAT WITH CHILD. AND HE SMOTE HIS FACE, AND CAST HIMSELF DOWN UPON THE GROUND ON SACKCLOTH AND WEPT BITTERLY, SAYING: WITH WHAT COUNTENANCE SHALL I LOOK UNTO THE LORD MY GOD? AND WHAT PRAYER SHALL I MAKE CONCERNING THIS MAIDEN? FOR I RECEIVED HER OUT OF THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD MY GOD A VIRGIN, AND HAVE NOT KEPT HER SAFE. WHO IS HE THAT HATH ENSNARED ME? WHO HATH DONE THIS EVIL IN MINE HOUSE AND HATH DEFILED THE VIRGIN? IS NOT THE STORY OF ADAM REPEATED IN ME? FOR AS AT THE HOUR OF HIS GIVING THANKS THE SERPENT CAME AND FOUND EVE ALONE AND DECEIVED HER, SO HATH IT BEFALLEN ME ALSO. 2 AND JOSEPH AROSE FROM OFF THE SACKCLOTH AND CALLED MARY AND SAID UNTO HER O THOU THAT WAST CARED FOR BY GOD, WHY HAST THOU DONE THIS? THOU HAST FORGOTTEN THE LORD THY GOD. WHY HAST THOU HUMBLED THY SOUL, THOU THAT WAST NOURISHED UP IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES AND DIDST RECEIVE FOOD AT THE HAND OF AN ANGEL? 3 BUT SHE WEPT BITTERLY, SAYING: I AM PURE AND I KNOW NOT A MAN. AND JOSEPH SAID UNTO HER: WHENCE THEN IS THAT WHICH IS IN THY WOMB? AND SHE SAID: AS THE LORD MY GOD LIVETH, I KNOW NOT WHENCE IT IS COME UNTO ME.
CHAPTER 14
1 AND JOSEPH WAS SORE AFRAID AND CEASED FROM SPEAKING UNTO HER (OR LEFT HER ALONE), AND PONDERED WHAT HE SHOULD DO WITH HER. AND JOSEPH SAID: IF I HIDE HER [SEXUAL] SIN, I SHALL BE FOUND FIGHTING AGAINST THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD: AND IF I MANIFEST HER UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, I FEAR LEST THAT WHICH IS IN HER BE THE SEED OF AN ANGEL, AND I SHALL BE FOUND DELIVERING UP INNOCENT BLOOD TO THE JUDGEMENT OF DEATH. WHAT THEN SHALL I DO? I WILL LET HER GO FROM ME PRIVILY. AND THE NIGHT CAME UPON HIM. 2 AND BEHOLD AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED UNTO HIM IN A DREAM, SAYING: FEAR NOT THIS CHILD, FOR THAT WHICH IS IN HER IS OF THE HOLY GHOST, AND SHE SHALL BEAR A SON AND THOU SHALT CALL HIS NAME JESUS, FOR HE SHALL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. AND JOSEPH AROSE FROM SLEEP AND GLORIFIED THE GOD OF ISRAEL WHICH HAD SHOWN THIS FAVOUR UNTO HER: AND HE WATCHED OVER HER.
CHAPTER 15
1 NOW ANNAS THE SCRIBE CAME UNTO HIM AND SAID TO HIM: WHEREFORE DIDST THOU NOT APPEAR IN OUR ASSEMBLY? AND JOSEPH SAID UNTO HIM: I WAS WEARY WITH THE JOURNEY, AND I RESTED THE FIRST DAY. AND ANNAS TURNED HIM ABOUT AND SAW MARY GREAT WITH CHILD. 2 AND HE WENT HASTILY TO THE PRIEST AND SAID UNTO HIM: JOSEPH, TO WHOM THOU BEAREST WITNESS [THAT HE IS RIGHTEOUS] HATH [SEXUALLY] SINNED GRIEVOUSLY. AND THE PRIEST SAID: WHEREIN? AND HE SAID: THE VIRGIN WHOM HE RECEIVED OUT OF THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD, HE HATH DEFILED HER, AND MARRIED HER BY STEALTH (LIT. STOLEN HER MARRIAGE), AND HATH NOT DECLARED IT TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. AND THE PRIEST ANSWERED AND SAID: HATH JOSEPH DONE THIS? AND ANNAS THE SCRIBE SAID: SEND OFFICERS, AND THOU SHALT FIND THE VIRGIN GREAT WITH CHILD. AND THE OFFICERS WENT AND FOUND AS HE HAD SAID, AND THEY BROUGHT HER TOGETHER WITH JOSEPH UNTO THE PLACE OF JUDGEMENT. 3 AND THE PRIEST SAID: MARY, WHEREFORE HAST THOU DONE THIS, AND WHEREFORE HAST THOU HUMBLED THY SOUL AND FORGOTTEN THE LORD THY GOD, THOU THAT WAST NURTURED IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES AND DIDST RECEIVE FOOD AT THE HAND OF AN ANGEL AND DIDST HEAR THE HYMNS AND DIDST DANCE BEFORE THE LORD, WHEREFORE HAST THOU DONE THIS? BUT SHE WEPT BITTERLY, SAYING: AS THE LORD MY GOD LIVETH I AM PURE BEFORE HIM AND I KNOW NOT A MAN. 4 AND THE PRIEST SAID UNTO JOSEPH: WHEREFORE HAST THOU DONE THIS? AND JOSEPH SAID: AS THE LORD MY GOD LIVETH I AM PURE AS CONCERNING HER. AND THE PRIEST SAID: BEAR NO FALSE WITNESS BUT SPEAK THE TRUTH: THOU HAST MARRIED HER BY STEALTH AND HAST NOT DECLARED IT UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND HAST NOT BOWED THINE HEAD UNDER THE MIGHTY HAND THAT THY SEED SHOULD BE BLESSED. AND JOSEPH HELD HIS PEACE.
CHAPTER 16
1 AND THE PRIEST SAID: RESTORE THE VIRGIN WHOM THOU DIDST RECEIVE OUT OF THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. AND JOSEPH WAS FULL OF WEEPING. AND THE PRIEST SAID: I WILL GIVE YOU TO DRINK OF THE WATER OF THE CONVICTION OF THE LORD, AND IT WILL MAKE MANIFEST YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS BEFORE YOUR EYES. 2 AND THE PRIEST TOOK THEREOF AND MADE JOSEPH DRINK AND SENT HIM INTO THE HILL-COUNTRY. AND HE RETURNED WHOLE. HE MADE MARY ALSO DRINK AND SENT HER INTO THE HILL-COUNTRY. AND SHE RETURNED WHOLE. AND ALL THE PEOPLE MARVELED, BECAUSE [SEXUAL] SIN APPEARED NOT IN THEM. 3 AND THE PRIEST SAID: IF THE LORD GOD HATH NOT MADE YOUR [SEXUAL] SIN MANIFEST, NEITHER DO I CONDEMN YOU. AND HE LET THEM GO. AND JOSEPH TOOK MARY AND DEPARTED UNTO HIS HOUSE REJOICING, AND GLORIFYING THE GOD OF ISRAEL.
CHAPTER 17
1 NOW THERE WENT OUT A DECREE FROM AUGUSTUS THE KING THAT ALL THAT WERE IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDAEA SHOULD BE RECORDED. AND JOSEPH SAID: I WILL RECORD MY SONS: BUT THIS CHILD, WHAT SHALL I DO WITH HER? HOW SHALL I RECORD HER? AS MY WIFE? NAY, I AM ASHAMED. OR AS MY DAUGHTER? BUT ALL THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL KNOW THAT SHE IS NOT MY DAUGHTER. THIS DAY OF THE LORD SHALL DO AS THE LORD WILLETH. 2 AND HE SADDLED THE SHE-ASS, AND SET HER UPON IT, AND HIS SON LED IT AND JOSEPH FOLLOWED AFTER. AND THEY DREW NEAR (UNTO BETHLEHEM) WITHIN THREE MILES: AND JOSEPH TURNED HIMSELF ABOUT AND SAW HER OF A SAD COUNTENANCE AND SAID WITHIN HIMSELF: PERADVENTURE THAT WHICH IS WITHIN HER PAINETH HER. AND AGAIN, JOSEPH TURNED HIMSELF ABOUT AND SAW HER LAUGHING, AND SAID UNTO HER: MARY, WHAT AILETH THEE THAT I SEE THY FACE AT ONE TIME LAUGHING AND AT ANOTHER TIME SAD? AND MARY SAID UNTO JOSEPH: IT IS BECAUSE I BEHOLD TWO PEOPLES WITH MINE EYES, THE ONE WEEPING AND LAMENTING AND THE OTHER REJOICING AND EXULTING. 8 AND THEY CAME TO THE MIDST OF THE WAY, AND MARY SAID UNTO HIM: TAKE ME DOWN FROM THE ASS, FOR THAT WHICH IS WITHIN ME PRESSETH ME, TO COME FORTH. AND HE TOOK HER DOWN FROM THE ASS AND SAID UNTO HER: WHITHER SHALL I TAKE THEE TO HIDE THY SHAME? FOR THE PLACE IS DESERT. 
CHAPTER 18
1 AND, HE FOUND A CAVE THERE AND BROUGHT HER INTO IT, AND SET HIS SONS BY HER: AND HE WENT FORTH AND SOUGHT FOR A MIDWIFE OF THE HEBREWS IN THE COUNTRY OF BETHLEHEM. 2 NOW I JOSEPH WAS WALKING, AND I WALKED NOT. AND I LOOKED UP TO THE AIR AND SAW THE AIR IN AMAZEMENT. AND I LOOKED UP UNTO THE POLE OF THE HEAVEN AND SAW IT STANDING STILL, AND THE FOWLS OF THE HEAVEN WITHOUT MOTION. AND I LOOKED UPON THE EARTH AND SAW A DISH SET, AND WORKMEN LYING BY IT, AND THEIR HANDS WERE IN THE DISH: AND THEY THAT WERE CHEWING CHEWED NOT, AND THEY THAT WERE LIFTING THE FOOD LIFTED IT NOT, AND THEY THAT PUT IT TO THEIR MOUTH PUT IT NOT THERETO, BUT THE FACES OF ALL OF THEM WERE LOOKING UPWARD. AND BEHOLD THERE WERE SHEEP BEING DRIVEN, AND THEY WENT NOT FORWARD BUT STOOD STILL; AND THE SHEPHERD LIFTED HIS HAND TO SMITE THEM WITH HIS STAFF, AND HIS HAND REMAINED UP. AND I LOOKED UPON THE STREAM OF THE RIVER AND SAW THE MOUTHS OF THE KIDS UPON THE WATER AND THEY DRANK NOT. AND OF A SUDDEN ALL THINGS MOVED ONWARD IN THEIR COURSE.
CHAPTER 19
1 AND, BEHOLD A WOMAN COMING DOWN FROM THE HILL-COUNTRY, AND SHE SAID TO ME: MAN, WHITHER GOEST THOU? AND I SAID: I SEEK A MIDWIFE OF THE HEBREWS. AND SHE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: ART THOU OF ISRAEL? AND I SAID UNTO HER: YEA. AND SHE SAID: AND WHO IS SHE THAT BRINGETH FORTH IN THE CAVE? AND I SAID: SHE THAT IS BETROTHED UNTO ME. AND SHE SAID TO ME: IS SHE NOT THY WIFE? AND I SAID TO HER: IT IS MARY THAT WAS NURTURED UP IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD: AND I RECEIVED HER TO WIFE BY LOT: AND SHE IS NOT MY WIFE, BUT SHE HATH CONCEPTION BY THE HOLY GHOST. AND THE MIDWIFE SAID UNTO HIM: IS THIS THE TRUTH? AND JOSEPH SAID UNTO HER: COME HITHER AND SEE. AND THE MIDWIFE WENT WITH HIM. 2 AND THEY STOOD IN THE PLACE OF THE CAVE: AND BEHOLD A BRIGHT CLOUD OVERSHADOWING THE CAVE. AND THE MIDWIFE SAID: MY SOUL IS MAGNIFIED THIS DAY, BECAUSE MINE EYES HAVE SEEN MARVELOUS THINGS: FOR SALVATION IS BORN UNTO ISRAEL. AND IMMEDIATELY THE CLOUD WITHDREW ITSELF OUT OF THE CAVE, AND A GREAT LIGHT APPEARED IN THE CAVE SO THAT OUR EYES COULD NOT ENDURE IT. AND BY LITTLE AND LITTLE THAT LIGHT WITHDREW ITSELF UNTIL THE YOUNG CHILD APPEARED: AND IT WENT AND TOOK THE BREAST OF ITS MOTHER MARY. AND THE MIDWIFE CRIED ALOUD AND SAID: GREAT UNTO ME TO-DAY IS THIS DAY, IN THAT! HAVE SEEN THIS NEW SIGHT. 3 AND THE MIDWIFE WENT FORTH OF THE CAVE AND SALOME MET HER. AND SHE SAID TO HER: SALOME, SALOME, A NEW SIGHT HAVE I TO TELL THEE. A VIRGIN HATH BROUGHT FORTH, WHICH HER [DIVINE] NATURE ALLOWETH NOT. AND SALOME SAID: AS THE LORD MY GOD LIVETH, IF I MAKE NOT TRIAL AND PROVE HER [DIVINE] NATURE, I WILL NOT BELIEVE THAT A VIRGIN HATH BROUGHT FORTH.
CHAPTER 20
1 AND, THE MIDWIFE WENT IN AND SAID UNTO MARY: ORDER THYSELF, FOR THERE IS NO SMALL CONTENTION ARISEN CONCERNING THEE. ARID SALOME MADE TRIAL AND CRIED OUT AND SAID: WOE UNTO MINE INIQUITY AND MINE UNBELIEF, BECAUSE I HAVE TEMPTED THE LIVING GOD, AND LO, MY HAND FALLETH AWAY FROM ME IN FIRE. AND SHE BOWED HER KNEES UNTO THE LORD, SAYING: O GOD OF MY FATHERS, REMEMBER THAT I AM THE SEED OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB: MAKE ME NOT A PUBLIC EXAMPLE UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, BUT RESTORE ME UNTO THE POOR, FOR THOU KNOWEST, LORD, THAT IN THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] DID I PERFORM MY CURES, AND DID RECEIVE MY HIRE OF THEE. 3 AND LO, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED, SAYING UNTO HER: SALOME, SALOME, THE LORD HATH HEARKENED TO THEE: BRING THINE HAND NEAR UNTO THE YOUNG CHILD AND TAKE HIM UP, AND THERE SHALL BE UNTO THEE SALVATION AND JOY. 4 AND SALOME CAME NEAR AND TOOK HIM UP, SAYING: I WILL DO HIM WORSHIP, FOR A GREAT KING IS BORN UNTO ISRAEL. AND BEHOLD IMMEDIATELY SALOME WAS HEALED: AND SHE WENT FORTH OF THE CAVE JUSTIFIED. AND IO, A VOICE SAYING: SALOME, SALOME, TELL NONE OF THE MARVELS WHICH THOU HAST SEEN, UNTIL THE CHILD, ENTER INTO JERUSALEM.
CHAPTER 21
1 AND BEHOLD, JOSEPH MADE HIM READY TO GO FORTH INTO JUDAEA. AND THERE CAME A GREAT TUMULT IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDAEA; FOR THERE CAME WISE MEN, SAYING: WHERE IS HE THAT IS BORN KING OF THE JEWS? FOR WE HAVE SEEN HIS STAR IN THE EAST AND ARC COME TO WORSHIP HIM. 2 AND WHEN HEROD HEARD IT HE WAS TROUBLED AND SENT OFFICERS UNTO THE WISE MEN. AND HE SENT FOR THE HIGH PRIESTS AND EXAMINED THEM, SAYING: HOW IS IT WRITTEN CONCERNING THE CHRIST, WHERE HE IS BORN? THEY SAY UNTO HIM: IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDAEA: FOR SO IT IS WRITTEN. AND HE LET THEM GO. AND HE EXAMINED THE WISE MEN, SAYING UNTO THEM: WHAT SIGN SAW YE CONCERNING THE KING THAT IS BORN? AND THE WISE MEN SAID: WE SAW A VERY GREAT STAR SHINING AMONG THOSE STARS AND DIMMING THEM SO THAT THE STARS APPEARED NOT: AND THEREBY KNEW WE THAT A KING WAS BORN UNTO ISRAEL, AND WE CAME TO WORSHIP HIM. AND HEROD SAID: GO AND SEEK FOR HIM, AND IF YE FIND HIM, TELL ME, THAT I ALSO MAY COME AND WORSHIP HIM. 3 AND THE WISE MEN WENT FORTH. AND LO, THE STAR WHICH THEY SAW IN ~HE EAST WENT BEFORE THEM UNTIL THEY ENTERED INTO THE CAVE: AND IT STOOD OVER THE HEAD OF THE CAVE. AND THE WISE MEN SAW THE YOUNG CHILD WITH MAR~, HIS MOTHER: AND THEY BROUGHT OUT OF THEIR SCRIP GIFTS, GOLD-AND FRANKINCENSE AND MYRRH. 4 AND BEING WARNED BY THE ANGEL THAT THEY SHOULD NOT ENTER INTO JUDAEA, THEY WENT INTO THEIR OWN COUNTRY BY ANOTHER WAY.
CHAPTER 22
1 BUT WHEN HEROD PERCEIVED THAT HE WAS MOCKED BY THE WISE MEN, HE WAS WROTH, AND SENT MURDERERS, SAYING UNTO THEM: SLAY THE CHILDREN FROM TWO YEARS OLD AND UNDER. 2 AND WHEN MARY HEARD THAT THE CHILDREN WERE BEING SLAIN, SHE WAS AFRAID, AND TOOK THE YOUNG CHILD AND WRAPPED IN SWADDLING CLOTHES AND LAID HIM IN AN OX-MANGER. 3 BUT ELIZABETH WHEN SHE HEARD THAT THEY SOUGHT FOR JOHN, TOOK HIM AND WENT UP INTO THE HILL-COUNTRY AND LOOKED ABOUT HER WHERE SHE SHOULD HIDE HIM: AND THERE WAS NO HIDING-PLACE. AND ELIZABETH GROANED AND SAID WITH A LOUD VOICE: 0 MOUNTAIN OF GOD, RECEIVE THOU A MOTHER WITH A CHILD. FOR ELIZABETH WAS NOT ABLE TO GO UP. AND IMMEDIATELY THE MOUNTAIN CLAVE ASUNDER AND TOOK HER IN. AND THERE WAS A LIGHT SHINING ALWAY FOR THEM: FOR AN ANGEL OF THE LORD WAS WITH THEM, KEEPING WATCH OVER THEM.
CHAPTER 23
1 NOW HEROD SOUGHT FOR JOHN, AND SENT OFFICERS TO ZACHARIAS, SAYING: WHERE HAST THOU HIDDEN THY SON? AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM: I AM A MINISTER OF GOD AND ATTEND CONTINUALLY UPON THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD: I KNOW NOT WHERE MY SON IS. 2 AND THE OFFICERS DEPARTED AND TOLD HEROD ALL THESE THINGS. AND HEROD WAS WROTH AND SAID: HIS SON IS TO BE KING OVER ISRAEL. AND HE SENT UNTO HIM AGAIN, SAYING: SAY THE TRUTH: WHERE IS THY SON? FOR THOU KNOWEST THAT THY BLOOD IS UNDER MY HAND. AND THE OFFICERS DEPARTED AND TOLD HIM ALL THESE THINGS. 3 AND ZACHARIAS SAID: I AM A MARTYR OF GOD IF THOU SHEDDEST MY BLOOD: FOR MY SPIRIT THE LORD SHALL RECEIVE, BECAUSE THOU SHEDDEST INNOCENT BLOOD IN THE FORE-COURT OF THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. AND ABOUT THE DAWNING OF THE DAY ZACHARIAS WAS SLAIN. AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL KNEW NOT THAT HE WAS SLAIN.
CHAPTER 24
1 BUT THE PRIESTS ENTERED IN AT THE HOUR OF THE SALUTATION, AND THE BLESSING OF ZACHARIAS MET THEM NOT ACCORDING TO THE MANNER. AND THE PRIESTS STOOD WAITING FOR ZACHARIAS, TO SALUTE HIM WITH THE PRAYER, AND TO GLORIFY THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. 2 BUT AS HE DELAYED TO COME, THEY WERE ALL AFRAID: AND ONE OF THEM TOOK COURAGE AND ENTERED IN: AND HE SAW BESIDE THE ALTAR CONGEALED BLOOD: AND A VOICE SAYING: ZACHARIAS HATH BEEN SLAIN, AND HIS BLOOD SHALL NOT BE WIPED OUT UNTIL HIS AVENGER COME. AND WHEN HE HEARD THAT WORD, HE WAS AFRAID, AND WENT FORTH AND TOLD THE PRIESTS. 3 AND THEY TOOK COURAGE AND WENT IN AND SAW THAT WHICH WAS DONE: AND THE PANELS OF THE TEMPLE DID WAIL: AND THEY RENT THEIR CLOTHES FROM THE TOP TO THE BOTTOM. AND HIS BODY THEY FOUND NOT, BUT HIS BLOOD THEY FOUND TURNED INTO STONE. AND THEY FEARED, AND WENT FORTH AND TOLD ALL THE PEOPLE THAT ZACHARIAS WAS SLAIN. AND ALL TILE TRIBES OF THE PEOPLE HEARD IT, AND THEY MOURNED FOR HIM AND LAMENTED HIM THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS. AND AFTER THE THREE DAYS THE PRIESTS TOOK [SEXLESS] COUNSEL WHOM THEY SHOULD SET IN HIS STEAD: AND THE LOT CAME UP UPON SYMEON. NOW HE IT WAS WHICH WAS WARNED BY THE HOLY GHOST THAT HE SHOULD NOT SEE DEATH UNTIL HE SHOULD SEE THE CHRIST IN THE FLESH.
CHAPTER 25
1 NOW I, JAMES, WHICH WROTE THIS HISTORY IN JERUSALEM, WHEN THERE AROSE A TUMULT WHEN HEROD DIED, WITHDREW MYSELF INTO THE WILDERNESS UNTIL THE TUMULT CEASED IN JERUSALEM. GLORIFYING THE LORD GOD WHICH GAVE ME THE GIFT, AND THE WISDOM TO WRITE THIS HISTORY. 2 AND GRACE SHALL BE WITH THOSE THAT FEAR OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST: TO WHOM BE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
THE 1ST GOSPEL OF THE INFANCY OF JESUS CHRIST
CHAPTER 1
1 THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS WE FOUND IN THE BOOK OF JOSEPH THE HIGH-PRIEST, CALLED BY SOME CAIAPHAS: 2 HE RELATES, THAT JESUS SPAKE EVEN WHEN HE WAS IN THE CRADLE, AND SAID TO HIS MOTHER: 3 MARY, I AM JESUS THE SON OF GOD, THAT WORD WHICH THOU DIDST BRING FORTH ACCORDING TO THE DECLARATION OF THE ANGEL GABRIEL TO THEE, AND MY FATHER HATH SENT ME FOR THE SALVATION OF THE WORLD. 4 IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND NINTH YEAR OF THE ERA OF ALEXANDER, AUGUSTUS PUBLISHED A DECREE THAT ALL PERSONS SHOULD GO TO BE TAXED IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY. 5 JOSEPH THEREFORE AROSE, AND WITH MARY HIS SPOUSE HE WENT TO JERUSALEM, AND THEN CAME TO BETHLEHEM, THAT HE AND HIS FAMILY MIGHT BE TAXED IN THE CITY OF HIS FATHERS. 6 AND WHEN THEY CAME BY THE CAVE, MARY CONFESSED TO JOSEPH THAT HER TIME OF BRINGING FORTH WAS COME, AND SHE COULD NOT GO ON TO THE CITY, AND SAID, LET, US GO INTO THIS CAVE. 7 AT THAT TIME THE SUN WAS VERY NEAR GOING DOWN. 8 BUT JOSEPH HASTENED AWAY, THAT HE MIGHT FETCH HER A MID-WIFE; AND WHEN HE SAW AN OLD HEBREW WOMAN WHO WAS OF JERUSALEM, HE SAID TO HER, PRAY, COME HITHER, GOOD WOMAN, AND GO INTO THAT CAVE, AND YOU WILL THERE SEE A WOMAN JUST READY TO BRING FORTH. 9 IT WAS AFTER SUNSET, WHEN THE OLD WOMAN AND JOSEPH WITH HER REACHED THE CAVE, AND THEY BOTH WENT INTO IT. 10 AND BEHOLD, IT WAS ALL FILLED WITH LIGHTS, GREATER THAN THE LIGHT OF LAMPS AND CANDLES, AN, GREATER THAN THE LIGHT OF THE SUN ITSELF. 11 THE INFANT WAS THEN WRAPPED UP IN SWADDLING CLOTHES, AND SUCKING THE BREASTS OF HIS MOTHER ST. MARY. 12 WHEN THEY BOTH SAW THIS LIGHT, THEY WERE SURPRISED; THE OLD WOMAN ASKED ST. MARY, ART THOU THE MOTHER OF THIS CHILD? 13 ST. MARY REPLIED, SHE WAS. 14 ON WHICH THE OLD WOMAN SAID, THOU ART VERY DIFFERENT FROM ALL OTHER WOMEN. 15 ST. MARY ANSWERED, AS, THERE IS NOT ANY CHILD LIKE TO MY SON, SO NEITHER IS THERE ANY WOMAN LIKE TO HIS MOTHER. 16 THE OLD WOMAN ANSWERED AND SAID, O MY LADY, I AM COME HITHER THAT I MAY OBTAIN AN EVERLASTING REWARD. 17 THEN OUR LADY, ST. MARY SAID TO HER, LAY THINE HAND UPON THE INFANT; WHICH, WHEN SHE HAD DONE, SHE BECAME WHOLE 18 AND AS SHE WAS GOING FORTH, SHE SAID, FROM HENCEFORTH, ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE, I WILL ATTEND UPON AND BE A SERVANT OF THIS INFANT. 19 AFTER THIS, WHEN THE SHEPHERDS CAME, AND HAD MADE A FIRE AND THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY REJOICING, THE HEAVENLY HOST APPEARED TO THEM, PRAISING AND ADORING THE SUPREME GOD. 20 AND AS THE SHEPHERDS WE ENGAGED IN THE SAME EMPLOYMENT, THE CAVE AT THAT TIME SEEMED LIKE A GLORIOUS TEMPLE, BECAUSE BOTH THE TONGUES OF ANGELS AND MEN UNITED TO ADORE AND MAGNIFY GOD, ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXLESS] BIRTH OF THE LORD CHRIST. 21 BUT WHEN THE OLD HEBREW WOMAN SAW ALL THESE EVIDENT MIRACLES, SHE GAVE PRAISES TO GOD, AND SAID, I THANK THEE, O GOD, THOU GOD OF ISRAEL, FOR THAT MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THE BIRTH OF THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD. 
CHAPTER 2
1 AND WHEN THE TIME OF HIS CIRCUMCISION WAS COME, NAMELY, THE EIGHTH DAY, ON WHICH THE [SEXLESS] LAW COMMANDED THE CHILD TO BE CIRCUMCISED, THEY CIRCUMCISED HIM IN THE CAVE. 2 AND THE OLD HEBREW WOMAN TOOK THE FORESKIN (OTHERS SAY SHE TOOK THE NAVEL-STRING), AND PRESERVED IT IN AN ALABASTER-BOX OF OLD OIL OF SPIKENARD. 3 AND SHE HAD A SON WHO WAS A DRUGGIST, TO WHOM SHE SAID, TAKE, HEED THOU SELL NOT THIS ALABASTER BOX OF SPIKENARD-OINTMENT, ALTHOUGH THOU SHOULDST BE, OFFERED THREE HUNDRED PENCE FOR IT. 4 NOW THIS IS THAT ALABASTER BOX WHICH MARY THE [SEXUAL] SINNER PROCURED, AND POURED FORTH THE OINTMENT OUT OF IT UPON THE HEAD AND THE FEET OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND WIPED IT OFF WITH THE HAIRS OF HER HEAD. 5 THEN AFTER TEN DAYS THEY BROUGHT HIM TO JERUSALEM, AND ON THE FORTIETH DAY FROM HIS BIRTH THEY PRESENTED HIM IN THE TEMPLE BEFORE THE LORD, MAKING THE PROPER OFFERINGS FOR HIM, ACCORDING TO THE REQUIREMENT OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES: NAMELY, THAT EVERY MALE WHICH OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY UNTO GOD. 6 AT THAT TIME OLD SIMEON SAW HIM SHINING AS A PILLAR OF LIGHT, WHEN ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, HIS MOTHER, CARRIED HIM IN HER ARMS, AND WAS FILLED WITH THE GREATEST [SEXLESS] PLEASURE AT THE SIGHT. 7 AND THE ANGELS STOOD AROUND HIM, ADORING HIM, AS A KING'S GUARDS STAND AROUND HIM. 8 THEN SIMEON GOING NEAR TO ST. MARY, AND STRETCHING FORTH HIS HANDS TOWARDS HER, SAID TO THE LORD CHRIST, NOW, O MY LORD, THY SERVANT SHALL DEPART IN PEACE, ACCORDING TO THY WORD; 9 FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY MERCY, WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED FOR THE SALVATION OF ALL NATIONS; A LIGHT TO ALL PEOPLE, AND THE GLORY OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL. 10 HANNAH THE PROPHETESS WAS ALSO PRESENT, AND DRAWING NEAR, SHE GAVE PRAISES TO GOD, AND CELEBRATED THE HAPPINESS OF MARY. 
CHAPTER 3
1 AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE LORD JESUS WAS BORN AT BETHLEHEM, A CITY OF JUDEA IN THE TIME OF HEROD THE KING; THE WISE MEN CAME FROM THE EAST TO JERUSALEM, ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECY OF ZORADASCHT (ZOROASTER), AND BROUGHT WITH THEM OFFERINGS: NAMELY, GOLD, FRANKINCENSE, AND MYRRH, AND WORSHIPPED HIM, AND OFFERED TO HIM THEIR GIFTS. 2 THEN THE LADY MARY TOOK ONE OF HIS SWADDLING CLOTHES IN WHICH THE INFANT WAS WRAPPED AND GAVE IT TO THEM INSTEAD OF A BLESSING, WHICH THEY RECEIVED FROM HER AS A MOST NOBLE PRESENT. 3 AND AT THE SAME TIME THERE APPEARED TO THEM AN ANGEL IN THE FORM OF THAT STAR WHICH HAD BEFORE BEEN THEIR GUIDE IN THEIR JOURNEY; THE LIGHT OF WHICH THEY FOLLOWED TILL THEY RETURNED INTO THEIR OWN COUNTRY. 4 ON THEIR RETURN THEIR KINGS AND PRINCES CAME TO THEM INQUIRING, WHAT THEY HAD SEEN AND DONE? WHAT SORT OF JOURNEY AND RETURN THEY HAD? WHAT COMPANY THEY HAD ON THE ROAD? 5 BUT THEY PRODUCED THE SWADDLING CLOTH WHICH ST. MARY HAD GIVEN TO THEM, ON ACCOUNT WHEREOF THEY KEPT A FEAST. 6 AND HAVING, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THEIR COUNTRY, MADE A FIRE, THEY WORSHIPPED IT. 7 AND CASTING THE SWADDLING CLOTH INTO IT, THE FIRE TOOK IT, AND KEPT IT. 8 AND WHEN THE FIRE WAS PUT OUT, THEY TOOK FORTH THE SWADDLING CLOTH UNHURT, AS MUCH AS IF THE FIRE HAD NOT TOUCHED IT. 9 THEN THEY BEGAN TO KISS IT, AND PUT IT UPON THEIR HEADS AND THEIR EYES, SAYING, THIS IS CERTAINLY AN UNDOUBTED TRUTH, AND IT IS REALLY SURPRISING THAT THE FIRE COULD NOT BURN IT, AND CONSUME IT. 10 THEN THEY TOOK IT, AND WITH THE GREATEST RESPECT LAID IT UP AMONG THEIR TREASURES. 
CHAPTER 4
1 NOW HEROD, PERCEIVING THAT THE WISE MEN DID DELAY, AND NOT RETURN TO HIM, CALLED TOGETHER THE PRIESTS AND WISE MEN AND SAID, TELL ME IN WHAT PLACE THE CHRIST SHOULD BE BORN? 2 AND WHEN THEY REPLIED, IN BETHLEHEM, A CITY OF JUDEA, HE BEGAN TO CONTRIVE IN HIS OWN MIND THE DEATH OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 3 BUT AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO JOSEPH IN HIS SLEEP AND SAID, ARISE, TAKE THE CHILD AND HIS MOTHER, AND GO INTO EGYPT AS SOON AS THE COCK CROWS. SO, HE AROSE, AND WENT. 4 AND AS HE WAS CONSIDERING WITH HIMSELF ABOUT HIS JOURNEY, THE MORNING CAME UPON HIM. 5 IN THE LENGTH OF THE JOURNEY THE GIRTS OF THE SADDLE BROKE. 6 AND NOW HE DREW NEAR A GREAT CITY, IN WHICH THERE WAS AN IDOL, TO WHICH THE OTHER IDOL AND GODS OF EGYPT BROUGHT THEIR OFFERINGS AND VOWS. 7 AND THERE WAS BY THIS IDOL A PRIEST MINISTERING TO IT, WHO AS OFTEN AS SATAN SPOKE OUT OF THAT IDOL, RELATED THE THINGS HE SAID TO THE INHABITANTS OF EGYPT AND THOSE COUNTRIES. 8 THIS PRIEST HAD A SON THREE YEARS OLD, WHO WAS POSSESSED WITH A GREAT MULTITUDE OF DEVIL WHO UTTERED MANY STRANGE THINGS AND WHEN THE DEVILS SEIZED HIM WALKED ABOUT NAKED WITH HIS CLOTHES TORN, THROWING STONES AT THOSE WHOM HE SAW. 9 NEAR TO THAT IDOL WAS THE INN OF THE CITY, INTO WHICH WHEN JOSEPH AND ST. MARY WERE COME, AND HAD TURNED INTO THAT INN, ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITY WERE ASTONISHED. 10 AND ALL THE MAGISTRATES AND PRIESTS OF THE IDOLS ASSEMBLED BEFORE THAT IDOL, AND MADE INQUIRY THERE, SAYING, WHAT MEANS ALL THIS CONSTERNATION, AND DREAD, WHICH HAS FALLEN UPON OUR COUNTRY? 11 THE IDOL ANSWERED THEM, THE UNKNOWN GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS COME HITHER, WHO IS TRULY GOD; NOR IS THERE ANY ONE BESIDES HIM, WHO IS WORTHY OF DIVINE WORSHIP; FOR HE IS TRULY THE SON OF GOD. 12 AT THE FAME OF HIM THIS COUNTRY TREMBLED, AND AT HIS COMING IT IS UNDER THE PRESENT COMMOTION AND CONSTERNATION; AND WE OURSELVES ARE AFFRIGHTED BY THE GREATNESS OF HIS POWER. 13 AND AT THE SAME INSTANT THIS IDOL FELL DOWN, AND AT HIS FALL ALL THE INHABITANTS OF EGYPT, BESIDES OTHERS, RAN TOGETHER. 14 BUT THE SON OF THE PRIEST, WHEN HIS USUAL DISORDER CAME UPON HIM, GOING INTO THE INN, FOUND THERE, JOSEPH AND ST. MARY, WHOM ALL THE REST HAD LEFT BEHIND AND FORSOOK. 15 AND WHEN THE LADY ST. MARY HAD WASHED THE SWADDLING CLOTHES OF THE LORD CHRIST, AND HANGED THEM OUT TO DRY UPON A POST, THE BOY POSSESSED WITH THE DEVIL TOOK DOWN ONE OF THEM, AND PUT IT UPON HIS HEAD. 16 AND PRESENTLY THE DEVILS BEGAN TO COME OUT OF HIS MOUTH, AND FLY AWAY IN THE SHAPE OF CROWS AND SERPENTS. 17 FROM THAT TIME THE BOY WAS HEALED BY THE POWER OF THE LORD CHRIST, AND HE BEGAN TO SING PRAISES, AND GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD WHO HAD HEALED HIM. 18 WHEN HIS FATHER SAW HIM RESTORED TO HIS FORMER STATE OF HEALTH, HE SAID, MY SON, WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO THEE, AND BY WHAT MEANS WERT THOU CURED? 19 THE SON ANSWERED, WHEN THE DEVILS SEIZED ME, I WENT INTO THE INN, AND THERE FOUND A VERY HANDSOME WOMAN WITH A BOY, WHOSE SWADDLING CLOTHES SHE HAD JUST BEFORE WASHED, AND HANGED OUT UPON A POST. 20 ONE OF THESE I TOOK, AND PUT IT UPON MY HEAD, AND IMMEDIATELY THE DEVILS LEFT ME, AND FLED AWAY. 21 AT THIS THE FATHER EXCEEDINGLY REJOICED, AND SAID, MY SON, PERHAPS THIS BOY IS THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD, WHO MADE THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH. 22 FOR AS SOON AS HE CAME AMONGST US, THE IDOL WAS BROKEN AND ALL THE GODS FELL DOWN, AND WERE DESTROYED BY A GREATER POWER. 23 THEN WAS FULFILLED THE PROPHECY WHICH SAITH, OUT OF EGYPT I HAVE CALLED MY SON. 
CHAPTER 5
1 NOW JOSEPH AND MARY, WHEN THEY HEARD THAT THE IDOL WAS FALLEN DOWN AND DESTROYED WERE SEIZED WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING, AND SAID, WHEN, WE WERE IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL, HEROD, INTENDING TO KILL JESUS, SLEW FOR THAT [SEXUAL] PURPOSE ALL THE INFANTS AT BETHLEHEM, AND THAT NEIGHBOURHOOD. 2 AND THERE IS NO DOUBT BUT THE EGYPTIANS IF THEY COME TO HEAR THAT THIS IDOL IS BROKEN AND FALLEN DOWN, WILL BURN US WITH FIRE. 3 THEY WENT THEREFORE HENCE TO THE SECRET PLACES OF ROBBERS, WHO ROBBED TRAVELLERS AS THEY PASS BY, OF THEIR CARRIAGES AND THEIR CLOTHES, AND CARRIED THEM AWAY BOUND. 4 THESE THIEVES UPON THEIR COMING HEARD A GREAT NOISE, SUCH AS THE NOISE OF A KING WITH A GREAT ARMY AND MANY HORSES, AND THE TRUMPETS SOUNDING AT HIS DEPARTURE FROM HIS OWN CITY AT WHICH THEY WERE SO AFFRIGHTED AS TO LEAVE ALL THEIR BOOTY BEHIND THEM, AND FLY AWAY IN HASTE. 5 UPON THIS THE PRISONERS AROSE, AND LOOSED EACH OTHER'S BONDS, AND TAKING EACH MAN HIS BAGS, THEY WENT AWAY, AND SAW JOSEPH AND MARY COMING TOWARDS THEM, AND INQUIRED, WHERE IS THAT KING, THE NOISE OF WHOSE APPROACH THE ROBBERS HEARD, AND LEFT US, SO THAT WE ARE NOW COME OFF SAFE? 6 JOSEPH ANSWERED, HE WILL COME AFTER US. 
CHAPTER 6
1 THEN THEY WENT INTO ANOTHER CITY WHERE THERE WAS A WOMAN POSSESSED WITH A DEVIL, AND IN WHOM SATAN, THAT CURSED REBEL, HAD TAKEN UP HIS ABODE. 2 ONE NIGHT, WHEN SHE WENT TO FETCH WATER, SHE COULD NEITHER ENDURE HER CLOTHES ON, NOR TO BE IN ANY HOUSE; BUT AS OFTEN AS THEY TIED HER WITH CHAINS OR CORDS, SHE BROKE THEM, AND WENT OUT INTO DESERT PLACES, AND SOMETIMES STANDING WHERE ROADS CROSSED, AND IN CHURCHYARDS, WOULD THROW STONES AT MEN. 3 WHEN ST. MARY SAW THIS WOMAN, SHE PITIED HER; WHEREUPON SATAN PRESENTLY LEFT HER, AND FLED AWAY IN THE FORM OF A YOUNG MAN, SAYING, WO TO ME, BECAUSE OF THEE, MARY, AND THY SON. 4 SO THE WOMAN WAS DELIVERED FROM HER TORMENT; BUT CONSIDERING HERSELF NAKED, SHE BLUSHED, AND AVOIDED SEEING ANY MAN, AND HAVING PUT ON HER CLOTHES, WENT HOME, AND GAVE AN ACCOUNT OF HER CASE TO HER FATHER AND RELATIONS, WHO, AS THEY WERE THE BEST OF THE CITY, ENTERTAINED ST. MARY AND JOSEPH WITH THE GREATEST RESPECT. 5 THE NEXT MORNING HAVING RECEIVED A SUFFICIENT SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS FOR THE ROAD, THEY WENT FROM THEM, AND ABOUT THE EVENING OF THE DAY ARRIVED AT ANOTHER TOWN, WHERE A MARRIAGE WAS THEN ABOUT TO BE SOLEMNIZED; BUT BY THE ARTS OF SATAN AND THE PRACTICES OF SOME SORCERERS, THE BRIDE WAS BECOME SO DUMB, THAT SHE COULD NOT SO MUCH AS OPEN HER MOUTH. 6 BUT WHEN THIS DUMB BRIDE SAW THE LADY ST. MARY ENTERING INTO THE TOWN, AND CARRYING THE LORD CHRIST IN HER ARMS, SHE STRETCHED OUT HER HANDS TO THE LORD CHRIST, AND TOOK HIM IN HER ARMS, AND CLOSELY HUGGING HIM, VERY OFTEN KISSED HIM, CONTINUALLY MOVING HIM AND PRESSING HIM TO HER BODY. 7 STRAIGHTWAY THE STRING OF HER TONGUE WAS LOOSED, AND HER EARS WERE OPENED, AND SHE BEGAN TO SING PRAISES UNTO GOD, WHO HAD RESTORED HER. 8 SO THERE WAS GREAT JOY AMONG THE INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN THAT NIGHT, WHO [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT THAT GOD AND HIS ANGELS WERE COME DOWN AMONG THEM. 9 IN THIS PLACE THEY ABODE THREE DAYS, MEETING WITH THE GREATEST RESPECT AND MOST SPLENDID ENTERTAINMENT. 10 AND BEING THEN FURNISHED BY THE PEOPLE WITH PROVISIONS FOR THE ROAD, THEY DEPARTED AND WENT TO ANOTHER CITY, IN WHICH THEY WERE INCLINED TO LODGE, BECAUSE IT WAS A FAMOUS PLACE. 11 THERE WAS IN THIS CITY A GENTLEWOMAN, WHO, AS SHE WENT DOWN ONE DAY TO THE RIVER TO BATHE, BEHOLD CURSED SATAN LEAPED UPON HER IN THE FORM OF A SERPENT, 12 AND FOLDED HIMSELF ABOUT HER BELLY, AND EVERY NIGHT LAY UPON HER. 13 THIS WOMAN SEEING THE LADY ST. MARY, AND THE LORD CHRIST THE INFANT IN HER BOSOM, ASKED THE LADY ST. MARY, THAT SHE WOULD GIVE HER THE CHILD TO KISS, AND CARRY IN HER ARMS. 14 WHEN SHE HAD CONSENTED, AND AS SOON AS THE WOMAN HAD MOVED THE CHILD, SATAN LEFT HER, AND FLED AWAY, NOR DID THE WOMAN EVER AFTERWARDS SEE HIM. 15 HEREUPON ALL THE NEIGHBOURS PRAISED THE SUPREME GOD, AND THE WOMAN REWARDED THEM WITH AMPLE BENEFICENCE. 16 ON THE MORROW THE SAME WOMAN BROUGHT PERFUMED WATER TO WASH THE LORD JESUS; AND WHEN SHE HAD WASHED HIM, SHE PRESERVED THE WATER. 17 AND THERE WAS A GIRL THERE, WHOSE BODY WAS WHITE WITH A LEPROSY, WHO BEING SPRINKLED WITH THIS WATER, AND WASHED, WAS INSTANTLY CLEANSED FROM HER LEPROSY. 18 THE PEOPLE THEREFORE SAID WITHOUT DOUBT JOSEPH AND MARY, AND THAT BOY ARE GODS, FOR THEY DO NOT LOOK LIKE MORTALS. 19 AND WHEN THEY WERE MAKING READY TO GO AWAY, THE GIRL, WHO HAD BEEN TROUBLED WITH THE LEPROSY, CAME AND [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THEY WOULD PERMIT HER TO GO ALONG WITH THEM; SO, THEY CONSENTED, AND THE GIRL WENT WITH THEM TILL THEY CAME TO A CITY, IN WHICH WAS THE PALACE OF A GREAT KING, AND WHOSE HOUSE WAS NOT FAR FROM THE INN. 20 HERE THEY STAID, AND WHEN THE GIRL WENT ONE DAY TO THE PRINCE'S WIFE, AND FOUND HER IN A SORROWFUL AND MOURNFUL CONDITION, SHE ASKED HER THE REASON OF HER TEARS. 21 SHE REPLIED, WONDER NOT AT MY GROANS, FOR I AM UNDER A GREAT MISFORTUNE, OF WHICH I DARE NOT TELL ANY ONE. 22 BUT, SAYS THE GIRL, IF YOU WILL ENTRUST ME WITH YOUR PRIVATE GRIEVANCE, PERHAPS I MAY FIND YOU A REMEDY FOR IT. 23 THOU, THEREFORE, SAYS THE PRINCE'S WIFE, SHALT KEEP THE SECRET, AND NOT DISCOVER IT TO ANY ONE ALIVE! 24 I HAVE BEEN MARRIED TO THIS PRINCE, WHO RULES AS KING OVER LARGE DOMINIONS, AND LIVED LONG WITH HIM, BEFORE HE HAD ANY CHILD BY ME. AT LENGTH I CONCEIVED BY HIM, BUT ALAS! I BROUGHT FORTH A LEPROUS SON; WHICH, WHEN HE SAW, HE WOULD NOT OWN TO BE HIS, BUT SAID TO ME, 26 EITHER DO THOU KILL HIM, OR SEND HIM TO SOME NURSE IN SUCH A PLACE, THAT HE MAY BE NEVER HEARD OF; AND NOW TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF; I WILL NEVER SEE YOU MORE. 27 SO HERE I PINE, LAMENTING MY WRETCHED AND MISERABLE CIRCUMSTANCES. ALAS, MY SON! ALAS, MY HUSBAND! HAVE I DISCLOSED IT TO YOU? 28 THE GIRL REPLIED, I HAVE FOUND A REMEDY FOR YOUR DISEASE, WHICH I PROMISE YOU, FOR I ALSO WAS LEPROUS, BUT GOD HATH CLEANSED ME, EVEN HE WHO IS CALLED JESUS, THE SON OF THE LADY MARY. 29 THE WOMAN INQUIRING WHERE THAT GOD WAS, WHOM SHE SPAKE OF, THE GIRL ANSWERED HE LODGES WITH YOU HERE IN THE SAME HOUSE. 30 BUT HOW CAN THIS BE? SAYS SHE; WHERE IS HE? BEHOLD, REPLIED THE GIRL, JOSEPH AND MARY; AND THE INFANT WHO IS WITH THEM IS CALLED JESUS: AND IT IS HE WHO DELIVERED ME FROM MY DISEASE AND TORMENT. 31 BUT BY WHAT MEANS, SAYS SHE, WERE YOU CLEANSED FROM YOUR LEPROSY? WILL YOU NOT TELL ME THAT? 32 WHY NOT? SAYS THE GIRL; I TOOK THE WATER WITH WHICH HIS BODY HAD BEEN WASHED, AND POURED IT UPON ME, AND MY LEPROSY VANISHED. 33 THE PRINCE'S, WIFE, THEN AROSE AND ENTERTAINED THEM, PROVIDING A GREAT FEAST FOR JOSEPH AMONG A LARGE COMPANY OF MEN. 34 AND THE NEXT DAY TOOK PERFUMED WATER TO WASH THE LORD JESUS, AND AFTERWARDS POURED THE SAME WATER UPON HER SON, WHOM SHE HAD BROUGHT WITH HER, AND HER SON WAS INSTANTLY CLEANSED FROM HIS LEPROSY. 36 THEN SHE SANG THANKS AND PRAISES UNTO GOD, AND SAID, BLESSED IS THE MOTHER THAT BARE THEE, O JESUS! 36 DOST THOU THUS CURE MEN OF THE SAME [DIVINE] NATURE WITH THYSELF; WITH THE WATER WITH WHICH THY BODY IS WASHED? 37 SHE THEN OFFERED VERY LARGE GIFTS TO THE LADY MARY, AND SENT HER AWAY WITH ALL IMAGINABLE RESPECT. 
CHAPTER 7
1 THEY CAME AFTERWARDS TO ANOTHER CITY, AND HAD A MIND TO LODGE THERE. 2 ACCORDINGLY THEY WENT TO A MAN'S HOUSE, WHO WAS NEWLY MARRIED, BUT BY THE INFLUENCE OF SORCERERS COULD NOT ENJOY HIS WIFE: 3 BUT THEY LODGING AT HIS HOUSE THAT NIGHT, THE MAN WAS FREED OF HIS DISORDER: 4 AND WHEN THEY WERE PREPARING EARLY IN THE MORNING TO GO FORWARD ON THEIR JOURNEY, THE NEW MARRIED PERSON HINDERED THEM, AND PROVIDED A NOBLE ENTERTAINMENT FOR THEM. 5 BUT GOING FORWARD ON THE MORROW, THEY CAME TO ANOTHER CITY, AND SAW THREE WOMEN GOING FROM A CERTAIN GRAVE WITH GREAT WEEPING. 6 WHEN ST. MARY SAW THEM, SHE SPAKE TO THE GIRL WHO WAS THEIR COMPANION, SAYING, GO AND INQUIRE OF THEM, WHAT IS THE MATTER WITH THEM, AND WHAT MISFORTUNE HAS BEFALLEN THEM? 7 WHEN THE GIRL ASKED THEM, THEY MADE HER NO ANSWER, BUT ASKED HER AGAIN, WHO ARE YE AND WHERE ARE YE GOING? FOR THE DAY IS FAR SPENT, AND THE NIGHT IS AT HAND. 8 WE ARE TRAVELERS, SAITH THE GIRL, AND ARE SEEKING FOR AN INN TO LODGE AT. 9 THEY REPLIED, GO ALONG WITH US, AND LODGE WITH US. 10 THEY THEN FOLLOWED THEM AND WERE INTRODUCED INTO A NEW HOUSE, WELL FURNISHED WITH ALL SORTS OF FURNITURE. 11 IT WAS NOW WINTER-TIME AND THE GIRL WENT INTO THE PARLOUR WHERE THESE WOMEN WERE AND FOUND THEM WEEPING AND LAMENTING, AS BEFORE. 12 BY THEM STOOD A MULE COVERED OVER WITH SILK, AND AN EBONY COLLAR HANGING DOWN FROM HIS NECK, WHOM THEY KISSED, AND WERE FEEDING. 13 BUT WHEN THE GIRL SAID, HOW HANDSOME, LADIES, THAT MULE IS! THEY REPLIED WITH TEARS, AND SAID, THIS MULE, WHICH YOU SEE, WAS OUR BROTHER, BORN OF THIS SAME MOTHER AS WE: 14 FOR WHEN OUR FATHER DIED, AND LEFT US A VERY LARGE ESTATE, AND WE HAD ONLY THIS BROTHER, AND WE ENDEAVOURED TO PROCURE HIM A SUITABLE MATCH, AND [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT HE SHOULD BE MARRIED AS OTHER MEN, SOME GIDDY AND JEALOUS WOMAN [SEXUALLY] BEWITCHED HIM WITHOUT OUR [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE. 15 AND WE, ONE NIGHT, A LITTLE BEFORE DAY, WHILE THE DOORS OF THE HOUSE WERE ALL FAST SHUT, SAW THIS OUR BROTHER WAS CHANGED INTO A MULE, SUCH AS YOU NOW SEE HIM TO BE: 16 AND WE, IN THE MELANCHOLY CONDITION IN WHICH YOU SEE US, HAVING NO FATHER TO COMFORT US, HAVE APPLIED TO ALL THE WISE MEN, MAGICIANS, AND DIVINERS IN THE WORLD, BUT THEY HAVE BEEN OF NO SERVICE TO US. 17 AS OFTEN THEREFORE AS WE FIND OURSELVES OPPRESSED WITH GRIEF, WE RISE AND GO WITH THIS OUR MOTHER TO OUR FATHER'S TOMB, WHERE, WHEN WE HAVE CRIED SUFFICIENTLY, WE RETURN HOME. 18 WHEN THE GIRL HAD HEARD THIS, SHE SAID, TAKE COURAGE, AND CEASE YOUR FEARS, FOR YOU HAVE A REMEDY FOR YOUR AFFLICTIONS NEAR AT HAND, EVEN AMONG YOU AND IN THE MIDST OF YOUR HOUSE, 19 FOR I WAS ALSO LEPROUS BUT WHEN I SAW THIS WOMAN, AND THIS LITTLE INFANT WITH HER, WHOSE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS JESUS, I SPRINKLED MY BODY WITH THE WATER WITH WHICH HIS MOTHER HAD WASHED HIM, AND I WAS PRESENTLY MADE WELL. 20 AND I AM CERTAIN THAT HE IS ALSO CAPABLE OF RELIEVING YOU UNDER YOUR DISTRESS. WHEREFORE, ARISE, GO TO MY MISTRESS, MARY, AND WHEN YOU HAVE BROUGHT HER INTO YOUR OWN PARLOUR, DISCLOSE TO HER THE SECRET, AT THE SAME TIME, EARNESTLY BESEECHING HER TO COMPASSIONATE YOUR CASE. 21 AS SOON AS THE WOMEN HAD HEARD THE GIRL'S DISCOURSE, THEY HASTENED AWAY TO THE LADY ST. MARY, INTRODUCED THEMSELVES TO HER, AND SITTING DOWN BEFORE HER, THEY WEPT. 22 AND SAID, O OUR LADY ST. MARY, PITY YOUR HANDMAIDS, FOR WE HAVE NO HEAD OF OUR FAMILY NO ONE OLDER THAN US; NO FATHER, OR BROTHER TO GO IN AND OUT BEFORE US. 23 BUT THIS MULE, WHICH YOU SEE, WAS OUR BROTHER, WHICH SOME WOMAN BY WITCHCRAFT HAVE BROUGHT INTO THIS CONDITION WHICH YOU SEE: WE THEREFORE ENTREAT YOU TO COMPASSIONATE US. 24 HEREUPON ST. MARY WAS GRIEVED AT THEIR CASE, AND TAKING THE LORD JESUS, PUT HIM UPON THE BACK OF THE MULE. 25 AND SAID TO HER SON, O JESUS CHRIST, RESTORE (OR HEAL) ACCORDING TO THY EXTRAORDINARY POWER THIS MULE, AND GRANT HIM TO HAVE AGAIN THE SHAPE OF A MAN AND A RATIONAL CREATURE, AS HE HAD FORMERLY. 26 THIS WAS SCARCE SAID BY THE LADY ST. MARY, BUT THE MULE IMMEDIATELY PASSED INTO A HUMAN FORM, AND BECAME A YOUNG MAN WITHOUT ANY DEFORMITY. 27 THEN HE AND HIS MOTHER AND THE SISTERS WORSHIPPED THE LADY ST. MARY, AND LIFTING THE CHILD UPON THEIR HEADS, THEY KISSED HIM, AND SAID, BLESSED, IS THY MOTHER [MARY], O JESUS, O SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD! BLESSED ARE THE EYES WHICH ARE SO HAPPY AS TO SEE THEE. 28 THEN BOTH THE SISTERS TOLD THEIR MOTHER, SAYING, OF A TRUTH OUR BROTHER IS RESTORED TO HIS FORMER SHAPE BY THE HELP OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND THE KINDNESS OF THAT GIRL, WHO TOLD US OF MARY AND HER SON. 29 AND INASMUCH AS OUR BROTHER IS UNMARRIED, IT IS FIT THAT WE MARRY HIM TO THIS GIRL THEIR SERVANT. 30 WHEN THEY HAD CONSULTED MARY IN THIS MATTER, AND SHE HAD GIVEN HER CONSENT, THEY MADE A SPLENDID WEDDING FOR THIS GIRL. 31 AND SO THEIR SORROW BEING TURNED INTO GLADNESS, AND THEIR MOURNING INTO MIRTH, THEY BEGAN TO REJOICE. AND TO MAKE MERRY, AND SING, BEING DRESSED IN THEIR RICHEST ATTIRE, WITH BRACELETS. 32 AFTERWARDS THEY GLORIFIED AND PRAISED GOD, SAYING, O JESUS SON OF DAVID WHO CHANGEST SORROW INTO GLADNESS, AND MOURNING INTO MIRTH! 33 AFTER THIS JOSEPH AND MARY TARRIED THERE TEN DAYS, THEN WENT AWAY, HAVING RECEIVED GREAT RESPECT FROM THOSE PEOPLE 34 WHO, WHEN THEY TOOK THEIR LEAVE OF THEM, AND RETURNED HOME, CRIED, 33 BUT ESPECIALLY THE GIRL. 
CHAPTER 8
1 IN THEIR JOURNEY FROM HENCE THEY CAME INTO A DESERT COUNTRY, AND WERE TOLD IT WAS INFESTED WITH ROBBERS; SO, JOSEPH AND ST. MARY PREPARED TO PASS THROUGH IT IN THE NIGHT. 2 AND AS THEY WERE GOING ALONG, BEHOLD THEY SAW TWO ROBBERS ASLEEP IN THE ROAD, AND WITH THEM A GREAT NUMBER OF ROBBERS, WHO WERE THEIR CONFEDERATES, ALSO ASLEEP. 3 THE NAMES OF THESE TWO WERE TITUS AND DUMACHUS; AND TITUS SAID TO DUMACHUS, I BESEECH THEE LET THOSE PERSONS GO ALONG QUIETLY, THAT OUR COMPANY MAY NOT PERCEIVE ANYTHING OF THEM: 4 BUT DUMACHUS REFUSING, TITUS AGAIN SAID, I WILL GIVE THEE FORTY GROATS, AND AS A PLEDGE TAKE MY GIRDLE, WHICH HE GAVE HIM BEFORE HE HAD DONE SPEAKING, THAT HE MIGHT NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH, OR MAKE A NOISE. 5 WHEN THE LADY ST. MARY SAW THE KINDNESS WHICH THIS ROBBER DID SHEW THEM, SHE SAID TO HIM, THE LORD GOD WILL RECEIVE THEE TO HIS RIGHT HAND, AND GRANT THEE PARDON OF THY [SEXUAL] SINS. 6 THEN THE LORD JESUS ANSWERED, AND SAID TO HIS MOTHER, WHEN THIRTY YEARS ARE EXPIRED, O MOTHER, THE JEWS WILL CRUCIFY ME AT JERUSALEM; 7 AND THESE TWO THIEVES SHALL BE WITH ME AT THE SAME TIME UPON THE CROSS, TITUS ON MY RIGHT HAND, AND DUMACHUS ON MY LEFT, AND FROM THAT TIME TITUS SHALL GO BEFORE ME INTO PARADISE: 8 AND WHEN SHE HAD SAID, GOD FORBID THIS SHOULD BE THY LOT, O MY SON, THEY WENT ON TO A CITY IN WHICH WERE SEVERAL IDOLS WHICH, AS SOON AS THEY CAME NEAR TO IT, WAS TURNED INTO HILLS OF SAND. 9 HENCE THEY WENT TO THAT SYCAMORE TREE, WHICH IS NOW CALLED MATAREA; 10 AND IN MATAREA THE LORD JESUS CAUSED A WELL TO SPRING FORTH, IN WHICH ST. MARY WASHED HIS COAT; 11 AND A BALSAM IS PRODUCED, OR GROWS, IN THAT COUNTRY FROM THE SWEAT WHICH RAN DOWN THERE FROM THE LORD JESUS. 12 THENCE THEY PROCEEDED TO MEMPHIS, AND SAW PHARAOH, AND ABODE THREE YEARS IN EGYPT. 13 AND THE LORD JESUS DID VERY MANY MIRACLES IN EGYPT, WHICH ARE NEITHER TO BE FOUND IN THE GOSPEL OF THE INFANCY NOR IN THE GOSPEL OF PERFECTION. 14 AT THE END OF THREE YEARS HE RETURNED OUT OF EGYPT, AND WHEN HE CAME NEAR TO JUDEA, JOSEPH WAS AFRAID TO ENTER; 15 FOR HEARING THAT HEROD WAS DEAD, AND THAT ARCHELAUS HIS SON REIGNED IN HIS STEAD, HE WAS AFRAID; 16 AND WHEN HE WENT TO JUDEA, AN ANGEL OF GOD APPEARED TO HIM, AND SAID, O JOSEPH, GO INTO THE CITY NAZARETH, AND ABIDE THERE. 17 IT IS STRANGE INDEED THAT HE WHO IS THE LORD OF ALL COUNTRIES, SHOULD BE THUS CARRIED BACKWARD AND FORWARD THROUGH SO MANY COUNTRIES. 
CHAPTER 9
1 WHEN THEY CAME AFTERWARDS INTO THE CITY BETHLEHEM, THEY FOUND THERE SEVERAL VERY DESPERATE DISTEMPERS, WHICH BECAME SO TROUBLESOME TO CHILDREN BY SEEING THEM, THAT MOST OF THEM DIED. 2 THERE WAS THERE A WOMAN WHO HAD A SICK SON, WHOM SHE BROUGHT, WHEN HE WAS AT THE POINT OF DEATH, TO THE LADY ST. MARY, WHO SAW HER WHEN SHE WAS WASHING JESUS CHRIST. 3 THEN SAID THE WOMAN, O MY LADY MARY, LOOK DOWN UPON THIS MY SON, WHO IS AFFLICTED WITH MOST DREADFUL PAINS. 4 ST. MARY HEARING HER, SAID, TAKE A LITTLE OF THAT WATER WITH WHICH I HAVE WASHED MY SON, AND SPRINKLE IT UPON HIM. 5 THEN SHE TOOK A LITTLE OF THAT WATER, AS ST. MARY HAD COMMANDED, AND SPRINKLED IT UPON HER SON, WHO BEING WEARIED WITH HIS VIOLENT PAINS, HAD FALLEN ASLEEP; AND AFTER HE HAD SLEPT A LITTLE, AWAKED PERFECTLY WELL AND RECOVERED. 6 THE MOTHER BEING ABUNDANTLY GLAD OF THIS SUCCESS, WENT AGAIN TO ST. MARY, AND ST. MARY SAID TO HER, GIVE PRAISE TO GOD, WHO HATH CURED THIS THY SON. 7 THERE WAS IN THE SAME PLACE ANOTHER WOMAN, A NEIGHBOUR OF HER, WHOSE SON WAS NOW CURED. 8 THIS WOMAN’S SON WAS AFFLICTED WITH THE SAME DISEASE, AND HIS EYES WERE NOW ALMOST QUITE SHUT, AND SHE WAS LAMENTING FOR HIM DAY AND NIGHT. 9 THE MOTHER OF THE CHILD WHICH WAS CURED, SAID TO HER, WHY DO YOU NOT BRING YOUR SON TO ST. MARY, AS I BROUGHT MY SON TO HER, WHEN HE WAS IN THE AGONIES OF DEATH; AND HE WAS CURED BY THAT WATER, WITH WHICH THE BODY OF HER SON JESUS WAS WASHED? 10 WHEN THE WOMAN HEARD HER SAY THIS, SHE ALSO WENT, AND HAVING PROCURED THE SAME WATER, WASHED HER SON WITH IT, WHEREUPON HIS BODY AND HIS EYES WERE INSTANTLY RESTORED TO THEIR FORMER STATE. 11 AND WHEN SHE BROUGHT HER SON TO ST. MARY, AND OPENED HIS CASE TO HER, SHE COMMANDED HER TO GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR THE RECOVERY OF HER SON'S HEALTH, AND TELL NO ONE WHAT HAD HAPPENED. 
CHAPTER 10
1 THERE WERE IN THE SAME CITY TWO WIVES OF ONE MAN, WHO HAD EACH A SON SICK. ONE OF THEM WAS CALLED MARY AND HER SON'S NAME WAS CALEB. 2 SHE AROSE, AND TAKING HER SON, WENT TO THE LADY ST. MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS, AND OFFERED HER A VERY HANDSOME CARPET, SAYING, O MY LADY MARY ACCEPT THIS CARPET OF ME, AND INSTEAD OF IT GIVE ME A SMALL SWADDLING CLOTH. 3 TO THIS MARY AGREED, AND WHEN THE MOTHER OF CALEB WAS GONE, SHE MADE A COAT FOR HER SON OF THE SWADDLING CLOTH, PUT IT ON HIM, AND HIS DISEASE WAS CURED; BUT THE SON OF THE OTHER WIFE DIED. 4 HEREUPON THERE AROSE BETWEEN THEM, A DIFFERENCE IN DOING THE BUSINESS OF THE FAMILY BY TURNS, EACH HER WEEK. 5 AND WHEN THE TURN OF MARY THE MOTHER OF CALEB CAME, AND SHE WAS HEATING THE OVEN TO BAKE BREAD, AND WENT AWAY TO FETCH THE MEAL, SHE LEFT HER SON CALEB BY THE OVEN; 6 WHOM, THE OTHER WIFE, HER RIVAL, SEEING TO BE BY HIMSELF TOOK AND CAST HIM INTO THE OVEN, WHICH WAS VERY HOT, AND THEN WENT AWAY. 7 MARY ON HER RETURN SAW HER SON CALEB LYING IN THE MIDDLE OF THE OVEN LAUGHING, AND THE OVEN QUITE AS COLD AS THOUGH IT HAD NOT BEEN BEFORE HEATED, AND KNEW THAT HER RIVAL THE OTHER WIFE HAD THROWN HIM INTO THE FIRE. 8 WHEN SHE TOOK HIM OUT, SHE BROUGHT HIM TO THE LADY ST MARY, AND TOLD HER THE STORY TO WHOM SHE REPLIED, BE QUIET, I AM CONCERNED LEST THOU SHOULDEST MAKE THIS MATTER KNOWN. 9 AFTER THIS HER RIVAL, THE OTHER WIFE, AS SHE WAS DRAWING WATER AT THE WELL, AND SAW CALEB PLAYING BY THE WELL, AND THAT NO ONE WAS NEAR, TOOK HIM, AND THREW HIM INTO THE WELL. 10 AND WHEN SOME MEN CAME TO FETCH WATER FROM THE WELL, THEY SAW THE BOY SITTING ON THE SUPERFICIES OF THE WATER, AN DREW HIM OUT WITH ROPES, AND WERE EXCEEDINGLY SURPRISED AT THE CHILD, AND PRAISED GOD. 11 THEN CAME THE MOTHER AND TOOK HIM AND CARRIED HIM TO THE LADY ST. MARY, LAMENTING AND SAYING, O MY LADY, SEE WHAT MY RIVAL HATH DONE TO MY SON, AND HOW SHE HATH CAST HIM INTO THE WELL, AND I DO NOT QUESTION BUT ONE TIME OR OTHER SHE WILL BE THE OCCASION OF HIS DEATH. 12 ST. MARY REPLIED TO HER GOD WILL VINDICATE YOUR INJURED CAUSE. 13 ACCORDINGLY A FEW DAYS AFTER, WHEN THE OTHER WIFE CAME TO THE WELL TO DRAW WATER, HER FOOT WAS ENTANGLED IN THE ROPE, SO THAT SHE FELL HEADLONG INTO THE WELL, AND THEY WHO RAN TO HER ASSISTANCE, FOUND HER SKULL BROKEN, AND BONES BRUISED. 14 SO SHE CAME TO A BAD END, AND IN HER WAS FULFILLED THAT SAYING OF THE AUTHOR, THEY DIGGED A WELL, AND MADE IT DEEP, BUT FELL THEMSELVES INTO THE PIT WHICH THEY PREPARED. 
CHAPTER 11
1 ANOTHER WOMAN IN THAT CITY HAD LIKEWISE TWO SONS SICK. 2 AND WHEN ONE WAS DEAD, THE OTHER, WHO LAY AT THE POINT OF DEATH, SHE TOOK IN HER ARMS TO THE LADY ST. MARY, AND IN A FLOOD OF TEARS ADDRESSED HERSELF TO HER, SAYING, 3 O MY LADY, HELP AND RELIEVE ME; FOR I HAD TWO SONS THE ONE I HAVE JUST NOW BURIED, THE OTHER I SEE IS JUST AT THE POINT OF DEATH, BEHOLD HOW I (EARNESTLY) SEEK FAVOUR FROM GOD, AND PRAY TO HIM. 4 THEN SHE SAID, O LORD, THOU ART GRACIOUS, AND MERCIFUL, AND KIND; THOU HAST GIVEN ME TWO SONS; ONE OF THEM THOU HAST TAKEN TO THYSELF, O SPARE ME THIS OTHER. 5 ST. MARY THEN PERCEIVING THE GREATNESS OF HER SORROW, PITIED HER AND SAID, DO THOU PLACE THY SON IN MY SON'S BED, AND COVER HIM WITH HIS CLOTHES. 6 AND WHEN SHE HAD PLACED HIM IN THE BED WHEREIN CHRIST LAY, AT THE MOMENT WHEN HIS EYES WERE JUST CLOSED BY DEATH; AS SOON AS EVER THE SMELL OF THE GARMENTS OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST REACHED THE BOY, HIS EYES WERE OPENED, AND CALLING WITH A LOUD VOICE TO HIS MOTHER, HE ASKED FOR BREAD, AND WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED IT, HE SUCKED IT. 7 THEN HIS MOTHER SAID, O LADY MARY, NOW I AM ASSURED THAT THE POWERS OF GOD DO DWELL IN YOU, SO THAT THY SON CAN CURE CHILDREN WHO ARE OF THE SAME SORT AS HIMSELF, AS SOON AS THEY TOUCH HIS GARMENTS. 8 THIS BOY WHO WAS THUS CURED, IS THE SAME WHO IN THE GOSPEL IS CALLED BARTHOLOMEW. 
CHAPTER 12
1 AGAIN THERE WAS A LEPROUS WOMAN WHO WENT TO THE LADY ST. MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS, AND SAID, 0 MY LADY, HELP ME. 2 ST. MARY REPLIED, WHAT HELP DOST THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE? IS IT GOLD OR SILVER, OR THAT THY BODY BE CURED OF ITS LEPROSY? 3 WHO, SAYS THE WOMAN, CAN GRANT ME THIS? 4 ST. MARY REPLIED TO HER, WAIT A LITTLE TILL I HAVE WASHED MY SON JESUS, AND PUT HIM TO BED. 5 THE WOMAN WAITED, AS SHE WAS COMMANDED; AND MARY WHEN SHE HAD PUT JESUS IN BED, GIVING HER THE WATER WITH WHICH SHE HAD WASHED HIS BODY, SAID TAKE SOME OF THE WATER, AND POUR IT UPON THY BODY; 6 WHICH WHEN SHE HAD DONE, SHE INSTANTLY BECAME CLEAN, AND PRAISED GOD, AND GAVE THANKS TO HIM. 7 THEN SHE WENT AWAY, AFTER SHE HAD ABODE WITH HER THREE DAYS: 8 AND GOING INTO THE CITY, SHE SAW A CERTAIN PRINCE, WHO HAD MARRIED ANOTHER PRINCE'S DAUGHTER; 9 BUT WHEN HE CAME TO SEE HER, HE PERCEIVED BETWEEN HER EYES THE SIGNS OF LEPROSY LIKE A STAR, AND THEREUPON DECLARED THE MARRIAGE DISSOLVED AND VOID. 10 WHEN THE WOMAN SAW THESE PERSONS IN THIS CONDITION, EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL, AND SHEDDING ABUNDANCE OF TEARS, SHE INQUIRED OF THEM THE REASON OF THEIR CRYING. 11 THEY REPLIED, INQUIRE NOT UNTO OUR CIRCUMSTANCES; FOR WE ARE NOT ABLE TO DECLARE OUR MISFORTUNES INTO ANY PERSON WHATSOEVER. 12 BUT STILL SHE PRESSED AND [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THEM TO COMMUNICATE THEIR CASE TO HER, INTIMATING, THAT PERHAPS SHE MIGHT BE ABLE TO DIRECT THEM TO A REMEDY. 13 SO WHEN THEY SHEWED THE YOUNG WOMAN TO HER, AND THE SIGNS OF THE LEPROSY, WHICH APPEARED BETWEEN HER EYES, 14 SHE SAID, I ALSO, WHOM YE SEE IN THIS PLACE, WAS AFFLICTED WITH THE SAME DISTEMPER, AND GOING ON SOME BUSINESS TO BETHLEHEM, I WENT INTO A CERTAIN CAVE, AND SAW A WOMAN NAMED MARY, WHO HAD A SON CALLED JESUS. 16 SHE SEEING ME TO BE LEPROUS, WAS CONCERNED FOR ME, AND GAVE ME SOME WATER WITH WHICH SHE HAD WASHED HER SON'S BODY; WITH THAT I SPRINKLED MY BODY, AND BECAME CLEAN. 16 THEN SAID THESE WOMEN, WILL YOU, MISTRESS, GO ALONG WITH US, AND SHEW THE LADY ST. MARY TO US? 17 TO WHICH SHE CONSENTING, THEY AROSE AND WENT TO THE LADY ST. MARY, TAKING WITH THEM VERY NOBLE PRESENTS. 18 AND WHEN THEY CAME IN AND OFFERED THEIR PRESENTS TO HER, THEY SHOWED THE LEPROUS YOUNG WOMAN WHAT THEY BROUGHT WITH THEM TO HER. 19 THEN SAID ST. MARY, THE MERCY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST REST UPON YOU; 20 AND GIVING THEM A LITTLE OF THAT WATER WITH WHICH SHE HAD WASHED THE BODY OF JESUS CHRIST, SHE BADE THEM WASH THE DISEASED PERSON WITH IT; WHICH WHEN THEY HAD DONE, SHE WAS PRESENTLY CURED; 21 SO THEY, AND ALL WHO WERE PRESENT, PRAISED GOD; AND BEING FILLED WITH JOY, THEY WENT BACK TO THEIR OWN CITY, AND GAVE PRAISE TO GOD ON THAT ACCOUNT. 22 THEN THE PRINCE HEARING THAT HIS WIFE WAS CURED, TOOK HER HOME AND MADE A SECOND MARRIAGE, GIVING THANKS UNTO GOD FOR THE RECOVERY OF HIS WIFE'S HEALTH. 
CHAPTER 13
1 AGAIN THERE WAS ALSO A GIRL, WHO WAS AFFLICTED BY SATAN; 2 FOR THAT CURSED SPIRIT DID FREQUENTLY APPEAR TO HER IN THE SHAPE OF A DRAGON, AND WAS INCLINED TO SWALLOW HER UP, AND HAD SO SUCKED OUT ALL HER BLOOD, THAT SHE LOOKED LIKE A DEAD CARCASS. 3 AS OFTEN AS SHE CAME TO HERSELF, WITH HER HANDS WRINGED ABOUT HER HEAD SHE WOULD CRY OUT, AND SAY, WO, WO IS ME, THAT THERE IS NO ONE TO BE FOUND WHO CAN DELIVER ME FROM THAT IMPIOUS DRAGON! 4 HER FATHER AND MOTHER, AND ALL WHO WERE ABOUT HER AND SAW HER, MOURNED AND WEPT OVER HER; 5 AND ALL WHO WERE PRESENT WOULD ESPECIALLY BE UNDER SORROW AND IN TEARS, WHEN THEY HEARD HER BEWAILING, AND SAYING, MY BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, IS THERE NO ONE WHO CAN DELIVER ME FROM THIS MURDERER? 6 THEN THE PRINCE'S DAUGHTER, WHO HAD BEEN CURED OF HER LEPROSY, HEARING THE COMPLAINT OF THAT GIRL, WENT UPON THE TOP OF HER CASTLE, AND SAW HER WITH HER HAND TWISTED ABOUT HER HEAD, POURING OUT A FLOOD OF TEARS, AND ALL THE PEOPLE THAT WERE ABOUT HER IN SORROW. 7 THEN SHE ASKED THE HUSBAND OF THE POSSESSED PERSON, WHETHER HIS WIFE'S MOTHER WAS ALIVE? HE TOLD HER, THAT HER FATHER AND MOTHER WERE BOTH ALIVE. 8 THEN SHE ORDERED HER MOTHER TO BE SENT TO HER: TO WHOM, WHEN SHE SAW HER COMING, SHE SAID, IS THIS POSSESSED GIRL THY DAUGHTER? SHE MOANING AND BEWAILING SAID, YES, MADAM, I BORE HER. 9 THE PRINCE'S DAUGHTER, ANSWERED, DISCLOSE THE SECRET OF HER CASE TO ME, FOR I CONFESS TO YOU THAT I WAS LEPROUS, BUT THE LADY MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS CHRIST, HEALED ME. 10 AND IF YOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE YOUR DAUGHTER TO BE RESTORED TO HER FORMER STATE, TAKE HER TO BETHLEHEM, AND INQUIRE FOR MARY THE MOTHER OF JESUS, AND DOUBT NOT BUT YOUR DAUGHTER WILL BE CURED; FOR I DO NOT QUESTION BUT YOU WILL COME HOME WITH GREAT JOY AT YOUR DAUGHTER'S RECOVERY. 11 AS SOON AS EVER SHE HAD DONE SPEAKING, SHE AROSE AND WENT WITH HER DAUGHTER TO THE PLACE APPOINTED, AND TO MARY, AND TOLD HER THE CASE OF HER DAUGHTER. 12 WHEN ST. MARY HAD HEARD HER STORY, SHE GAVE HER A LITTLE OF THE WATER WITH WHICH SHE HAD WASHED THE BODY OF HER SON JESUS, AND BADE HER POUR IT UPON THE BODY OF HER DAUGHTER. 13 LIKEWISE SHE GAVE HER ONE OF THE SWADDLING CLOTHS OF THE LORD JESUS, AND SAID, TAKE THIS SWADDLING CLOTH AND SHEW IT TO THINE ENEMY AS OFTEN AS THOU SEEST HIM; AND SHE SENT THEM AWAY IN PEACE. 14 AFTER THEY HAD LEFT THAT CITY AND RETURNED HOME, AND THE TIME WAS COME IN WHICH SATAN WAS WONT TO SEIZE HER, IN THE SAME MOMENT THIS CURSED SPIRIT APPEARED TO HER IN THE SHAPE OF A HUGE DRAGON, AND THE GIRL SEEING HIM WAS AFRAID. 15 THE MOTHER SAID TO HER, BE NOT AFRAID DAUGHTER; LET HIM ALONE TILL HE COME NEARER TO THEE! THEN SHEW HIM THE SWADDLING CLOTH, WHICH THE LADY MARY GAVE US, AND WE SHALL SEE THE EVENT. 16 SATAN THEN COMING LIKE A DREADFUL DRAGON, THE BODY OF THE GIRL TREMBLED FOR FEAR. 17 BUT AS SOON AS SHE HAD PUT THE SWADDLING CLOTH UPON HER HEAD, AND ABOUT HER EYES, AND SHEWED IT TO HIM, PRESENTLY THERE ISSUED FORTH FROM THE SWADDLING CLOTH FLAMES AND BURNING COALS, AND FELL UPON THE DRAGON. 18 OH! HOW GREAT A MIRACLE WAS THIS, WHICH WAS DONE: AS SOON AS THE DRAGON SAW THE SWADDLING CLOTH OF THE LORD JESUS, FIRE WENT FORTH AND WAS SCATTERED UPON HIS HEAD AND EYES; SO THAT HE CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, WHAT HAVE I TO DO WITH THEE, JESUS, THOU SON OF MARY, WHITHER SHALL I FLEE FROM THEE? 19 SO, HE DREW BACK MUCH AFFRIGHTED, AND LEFT THE GIRL. 20 AND SHE WAS DELIVERED FROM THIS TROUBLE, AND SANG PRAISES AND THANKS TO GOD, AND WITH HER ALL WHO WERE PRESENT AT THE WORKING OF THE MIRACLE. 
CHAPTER 14
1 ANOTHER WOMAN LIKEWISE LIVED THERE, WHOSE SON WAS POSSESSED BY SATAN. 2 THIS BOY, NAMED JUDAS, AS OFTEN AS SATAN SEIZED HIM, WAS INCLINED TO BITE ALL THAT WERE PRESENT; AND IF HE FOUND NO ONE ELSE NEAR HIM, HE WOULD BITE HIS OWN HANDS AND OTHER PARTS. 3 BUT THE MOTHER OF THIS MISERABLE BOY, HEARING OF ST. MARY AND HER SON JESUS, AROSE PRESENTLY, AND TAKING HER SON IN HER ARMS, BROUGHT HIM TO THE LADY MARY. 4 IN THE MEANTIME, JAMES AND JOSES HAD TAKEN AWAY THE INFANT, THE LORD JESUS, TO PLAY AT A PROPER SEASON WITH OTHER CHILDREN; AND WHEN THEY WENT FORTH, THEY SAT DOWN AND THE LORD JESUS WITH THEM. 5 THEN JUDAS, WHO WAS POSSESSED, CAME AND SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF JESUS. 6 WHEN SATAN WAS ACTING UPON HIM AS USUAL, HE WENT ABOUT TO BITE THE LORD JESUS. 7 AND BECAUSE HE COULD NOT DO IT, HE STRUCK JESUS ON THE RIGHT SIDE, SO THAT HE CRIED OUT. 8 AND IN THE SAME MOMENT SATAN WENT OUT OF THE BOY, AND RAN AWAY LIKE A MAD DOG. 9 THIS SAME BOY WHO STRUCK JESUS, AND OUT OF WHOM SATAN WENT IN THE FORM OF A DOG, WAS JUDAS ISCARIOT, WHO BETRAYED HIM TO THE JEWS. 10 AND THAT SAME SIDE, ON WHICH JUDAS STRUCK HIM, THE JEWS PIERCED WITH A SPEAR. 
CHAPTER 15
1 AND WHEN THE LORD JESUS WAS SEVEN YEARS OF AGE, HE WAS ON A CERTAIN DAY WITH OTHER BOYS HIS COMPANIONS ABOUT THE SAME AGE. 2 WHO WHEN THEY WERE AT PLAY, MADE CLAY INTO SEVERAL SHAPES NAMELY, ASSES, OXEN, BIRDS, AND OTHER FIGURES, 3 EACH BOASTING OF HIS WORK AND ENDEAVOURING TO EXCEED THE REST. 4 THEN THE LORD JESUS SAID TO THE BOYS, I WILL COMMAND THESE FIGURES WHICH I HAVE MADE TO WALK. 5 AND IMMEDIATELY THEY MOVED AND WHEN HE COMMANDED THEN TO RETURN, THEY RETURNED. 6 HE HAD ALSO MADE THE FIGURE OF BIRDS AND SPARROWS, WHICH WHEN HE COMMANDED TO FLY, DID FLY, AND WHEN HE COMMANDED TO STAND STILL, DID STAND STILL; AND IF HE GAVE THEM MEAT AND DRINK, THEY DID EAT AND DRINK. 7 WHEN AT LENGTH THE BOYS WENT AWAY, AND RELATED THESE THINGS TO THEIR PARENTS, THEIR FATHERS SAID TO THEM, TAKE HEED CHILDREN, FOR THE FUTURE, OF HIS COMPANY, FOR HE IS A SORCERER; SHUN AND AVOID HIM, AND FROM HENCEFORTH NEVER PLAY WITH HIM. 8 ON A CERTAIN DAY ALSO WHEN THE LORD JESUS WAS PLAYING WITH THE BOYS, AND RUNNING ABOUT HE PASSED BY A DYER'S SHOP, WHO NAME WAS SALEM. 9 AND THERE WERE IN HIS SHOP MANY PIECES OF CLOTH BELONGING TO THE PEOPLE OF THAT CITY, WHICH THEY DESIGNED TO DYE OF SEVERAL COLORS. 10 THEN THE LORD JESUS GOING INTO THE DYER'S SHOP, TOOK ALL THE CLOTHS, AND THREW THEM INTO THE FURNACE. 11 WHEN SALEM CAME HOME AND SAW THE CLOTHS SPOILED, HE BEGAN TO MAKE A GREAT NOISE, AND TO CHIDE THE LORD JESUS, SAYING 12 WHAT HAST THOU DONE ME, O THOU SON OF MARY? THOU HAST INJURED BOTH ME AND MY NEIGHBOURS; THEY ALL [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THEIR CLOTHS OF A PROPER COLOR; BUT THOU HAST COME, AND SPOILED THEM ALL. 13 THE LORD JESUS REPLIED, L WILL CHANGE THE COLOR OF EVERY CLOTH TO WHAT COLOR THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST; 14 AND THEN HE PRESENTLY BEGAN TO TAKE THE CLOTHS OUT OF THE FURNACE, AND THEY WERE ALL DYED OF THOSE SAME COLORS WHICH THE DYER [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED. 15 AND WHEN THE JEWS SAW THIS SURPRISING MIRACLE, THEY PRAISED GOD. 
CHAPTER 16
1 AND JOSEPH, WHERESOEVER HE WENT IN THE CITY, TOOK THE LORD JESUS WITH HIM, WHERE HE WAS SENT FOR TO WORK TO MAKE GATES, OR MILK-PAILS, OR SIEVES, OR BOXES; THE LORD JESUS WAS WITH HIM WHERESOEVER HE WENT. 2 AND AS OFTEN AS JOSEPH HAD ANYTHING IN HIS WORK, TO MAKE LONGER OR SHORTER, OR WIDER, OR NARROWER, THE LORD JESUS WOULD STRETCH HIS HAND TOWARDS IT. 3 AND PRESENTLY IT BECAME AS JOSEPH WOULD HAVE IT. 4 SO THAT HE HAD NO NEED TO FINISH ANYTHING WITH HIS OWN HANDS, FOR HE WAS NOT VERY SKILLFUL AT HIS CARPENTER'S TRADE 5 ON A CERTAIN TIME THE KING OF JERUSALEM SENT FOR HIM AND SAID, I WOULD HAVE THEE MAKE ME A THRONE OF THE SAME DIMENSIONS WITH THAT PLACE IN WHICH I COMMONLY SIT. 6 JOSEPH OBEYED, AND FORTHWITH BEGAN THE WORK, AND CONTINUED TWO YEARS IN THE KING'S PALACE BEFORE HE FINISHED IT. 7 AND WHEN HE CAME TO FIX IT IN ITS PLACE, HE FOUND IT WANTED TWO SPANS ON EACH SIDE OF THE APPOINTED MEASURE. 8 WHICH, WHEN THE KING SAW, HE WAS VERY ANGRY WITH JOSEPH; 9 AND JOSEPH AFRAID OF THE KING'S ANGER, WENT TO BED WITHOUT HIS SUPPER, TAKING NOT ANY THING TO EAT. 10 THEN THE LORD JESUS ASKED HIM, WHAT HE WAS AFRAID OF? 11 JOSEPH REPLIED, BECAUSE I HAVE LOST MY LABOUR IN THE WORK WHICH I HAVE BEEN ABOUT THESE TWO YEARS. 12 JESUS SAID TO HIM, FEAR NOT, NEITHER BE CAST DOWN; 13 DO THOU LAY HOLD ON ONE SIDE OF THE THRONE AND I WILL THE OTHER, AND WE WILL BRING IT TO ITS JUST DIMENSIONS. 14 AND WHEN JOSEPH HAD DONE AS THE LORD JESUS SAID, AND EACH OF THEM HAD WITH STRENGTH DRAWN HIS SIDE, THE THRONE OBEYED, AND WAS BROUGHT TO THE PROPER DIMENSIONS OF THE PLACE: 15 WHICH, MIRACLE WHEN THEY WHO STOOD BY SAW, THEY WERE ASTONISHED, AND PRAISED GOD. 16 THE THRONE WAS MADE OF THE SAME WOOD, WHICH WAS IN BEING IN SOLOMON'S TIME, NAMELY, WOOD ADORNED WITH VARIOUS SHAPES AND FIGURES. 
CHAPTER 17
1 ON ANOTHER DAY THE LORD JESUS GOING OUT INTO THE STREET, AND SEEING SOME BOYS WHO WERE MET TO PLAY, JOINED HIMSELF TO THEIR COMPANY: 2 BUT WHEN THEY SAW HIM, THEY HID THEMSELVES, AND LEFT HIM TO SEEK FOR THEM: 3 THE LORD JESUS CAME TO THE GATE OF A CERTAIN HOUSE, AND ASKED SOME WOMEN WHO WERE STANDING THERE, WHERE THE BOYS WERE GONE? 4 AND WHEN THEY ANSWERED, THAT THERE WAS NO ONE THERE; THE LORD JESUS SAID, WHO ARE THOSE WHOM YE SEE IN THE FURNACE? 5 THEY ANSWERED, THEY WERE KIDS OF THREE YEARS OLD. 6 THEN JESUS CRIED OUT ALOUD, AND SAID, COME OUT HITHER, O YE KIDS, TO YOUR SHEPHERD; 7 AND PRESENTLY THE BOYS CAME FORTH LIKE KIDS, AND LEAPED ABOUT HIM; WHICH WHEN THE WOMEN SAW, THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY AMAZED, AND TREMBLED. 8 THEN THEY IMMEDIATELY WORSHIPPED THE LORD JESUS, AND BESEECHED HIM, SAYING, O OUR LORD JESUS, SON OF MARY, THOU ART TRULY THAT GOOD SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL! HAVE MERCY ON THY HANDMAIDS, WHO STAND BEFORE THEE, WHO DO NOT DOUBT, BUT THAT THOU, O LORD, ART COME TO SAVE, AND NOT TO DESTROY. 9 AFTER THAT, WHEN THE LORD JESUS SAID, THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL ARE LIKE ETHIOPIANS AMONG THE PEOPLE; THE WOMEN SAID, THOU LORD, KNOWEST ALL THINGS, NOR IS ANYTHING CONCEALED FROM THEE; BUT NOW WE ENTREAT THEE, AND BESEECH OF THY MERCY THAT THOU WOULDST RESTORE THOSE BOYS TO THEIR FORMER STATE. 10 THEN JESUS SAID, COME HITHER O BOYS, THAT WE MAY GO AND PLAY; AND IMMEDIATELY, IN THE PRESENCE OF THESE WOMEN, THE KIDS WERE CHANGED AND RETURNED INTO THE SHAPE OF BOYS. 
CHAPTER 18
1 IN THE MONTH ADAR JESUS GATHERED TOGETHER THE BOYS, AND RANKED THEM AS THOUGH HE HAD BEEN A KING. 2 FOR THEY SPREAD THEIR GARMENTS ON THE GROUND FOR HIM TO SIT ON; AND HAVING MADE A CROWN OF FLOWERS, PUT IT UPON HIS HEAD, AND STOOD ON HIS RIGHT AND LEFT AS THE GUARDS OF A KING. 3 AND IF ANY ONE HAPPENED TO PASS BY, THEY TOOK HIM BY FORCE, AND SAID, COME HITHER, AND WORSHIP THE KING, THAT YOU MAY HAVE A PROSPEROUS JOURNEY. 4 IN THE MEAN TIME, WHILE THESE THINGS WERE DOING, THERE CAME CERTAIN MEN, CARRYING A BOY UPON A COUCH; 5 FOR THIS BOY HAVING GONE WITH HIS COMPANIONS TO THE MOUNTAIN TO GATHER WOOD, AND HAVING FOUND THERE A PARTRIDGE'S NEST, AND PUT HIS HAND IN TO TAKE OUT THE EGGS, WAS STUNG BY A POISONOUS SERPENT, WHICH LEAPED OUT OF THE NEST; SO THAT HE WAS FORCED TO CRY OUT FOR THE HELP OF HIS COMPANIONS: WHO, WHEN THEY CAME, FOUND HIM LYING UPON THE EARTH LIKE A DEAD PERSON. 6 AFTER WHICH HIS NEIGHBOURS CAME AND CARRIED HIM BACK INTO THE CITY. 7 BUT WHEN THEY CAME TO THE PLACE WHERE THE LORD JESUS WAS SITTING LIKE A KING, AND THE OTHER BOYS STOOD AROUND HIM LIKE HIS MINISTERS, THE BOYS MADE HAST TO MEET HIM, WHO WAS BITTEN BY THE SERPENT, AND SAID TO HIS NEIGHBOURS, COME AND PAY YOUR RESPECTS TO THE KING; 8 BUT WHEN, BY REASON OF THEIR SORROW, THEY REFUSED TO COME, THE BOYS DREW THEM, AND FORCED THEM AGAINST THEIR WILLS TO COME. 9 AND WHEN THEY CAME TO THE LORD JESUS, HE INQUIRED, ON WHAT ACCOUNT THEY CARRIED THAT BOY? 10 AND WHEN THEY ANSWERED, THAT A SERPENT HAD BITTEN HIM, THE LORD JESUS SAID TO THE BOYS, LET US GO AND KILL THAT SERPENT. 11 BUT WHEN THE PARENTS OF THE BOY [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO BE EXCUSED, BECAUSE THEIR SON LAY AT THE POINT OF DEATH; THE BOYS MADE ANSWER, AND SAID, DID NOT YE HEAR WHAT THE KING SAID? LET US GO AND KILL THE SERPENT; AND WILL NOT YE OBEY HIM? 12 SO THEY BROUGHT THE COUCH BACK AGAIN, WHETHER THEY WOULD OR NOT. 13 AND WHEN THEY WERE COME TO THE NEST, THE LORD JESUS SAID TO THE BOYS, IS THIS THE SERPENT'S LURKING PLACE? THEY SAID, IT WAS. 14 THEN THE LORD JESUS CALLING THE SERPENT, IT PRESENTLY CAME FORTH AND SUBMITTED TO HIM; TO WHOM HE SAID, GO AND SUCK OUT ALL THE POISON WHICH THOU HAST INFUSED INTO THAT BOY; 15 SO THE SERPENT CREPT TO THE BOY, AND TOOK AWAY ALL ITS POISON AGAIN. 16 THEN THE LORD JESUS CURSED THE SERPENT SO THAT IT IMMEDIATELY BURST ASUNDER, AND DIED. 17 AND HE TOUCHED THE BOY WITH HIS HAND TO RESTORE HIM TO HIS FORMER HEALTH; 18 AND WHEN HE BEGAN TO CRY, I THE LORD JESUS SAID, CEASE CRYING, FOR HEREAFTER THOU SHALT BE MY DISCIPLE; 19 AND THIS IS THAT SIMON THE CANAANITE, WHO IS MENTIONED IN THE GOSPEL. 
CHAPTER 19
1 ON ANOTHER DAY JOSEPH SENT HIS SON JAMES TO GATHER WOOD AND THE LORD JESUS WENT WITH HIM; 2 AND WHEN THEY CAME TO THE PLACE WHERE THE WOOD WAS, AND JAMES BEGAN TO GATHER IT, BE- HOLD, A VENOMOUS VIPER BIT HIM, SO THAT HE BEGAN TO CRY, AND MAKE A NOISE. 3 THE LORD JESUS SEEING HIM IN THIS CONDITION, CAME TO HIM; AND BLOWED UPON THE PLACE WHERE THE VIPER HAD BIT HIM, AND IT WAS INSTANTLY WELL. 4 ON A CERTAIN DAY THE LORD JESUS WAS WITH SOME BOYS, WHO WERE PLAYING ON THE HOUSETOP, AND ONE OF THE BOYS FELL DOWN, AND PRESENTLY DIED. 5 UPON WHICH THE OTHER BOYS ALL RUNNING AWAY, THE LORD JESUS WAS LEFT ALONE ON THE HOUSE-TOP. 6 AND THE BOY'S RELATIONS CAME TO HIM AND SAID TO THE LORD JESUS, THOU DIDST THROW OUR SON DOWN FROM THE HOUSETOP. 7 BUT HE DENYING IT, THEY CRIED OUT, OUR SON IS DEAD, AND THIS IS HE WHO KILLED HIM. 8 THE LORD JESUS REPLIED TO THEM, DO NOT CHARGE ME WITH A [SEXUAL] CRIME, OF WHICH YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO CONVICT ME, BUT LET US GO ASK THE BOY HIMSELF, WHO WILL BRING THE TRUTH TO LIGHT. 9 THEN THE LORD JESUS GOING DOWN STOOD OVER THE HEAD OF THE DEAD BOY, AND SAID WITH A LOUD VOICE, ZEINUNUS, ZEINUNUS, WHO THREW THEE DOWN FROM THE HOUSE TOP? 10 THEN THE DEAD BOY ANSWERED, THOU DIDST NOT THROW ME DOWN, BUT SUCH A ONE DID. 11 AND WHEN THE LORD JESUS BADE THOSE WHO STOOD BY TO TAKE NOTICE OF HIS WORDS, ALL WHO WERE PRESENT PRAISED GOD ON ACCOUNT OF THAT MIRACLE. 12 ON A CERTAIN TIME THE LADY ST. MARY HAD COMMANDED THE LORD JESUS TO FETCH HER SOME WATER OUT OF THE WELL; 13 AND WHEN HE HAD GONE TO FETCH THE WATER, THE PITCHER, WHEN IT WAS BROUGHT UP FULL, BRAKE. 14 BUT JESUS SPREADING HIS MANTLE GATHERED UP THE WATER AGAIN, AND BROUGHT IT IN THAT TO HIS MOTHER. 15 WHO, BEING ASTONISHED AT THIS WONDERFUL THING, LAID UP THIS, AND ALL THE OTHER THINGS WHICH SHE HAD SEEN, IN HER MEMORY. 16 AGAIN ON ANOTHER DAY THE LORD JESUS WAS WITH SOME BOYS BY A RIVER AND THEY DREW WATER OUT OF THE RIVER BY LITTLE CHANNELS, AND MADE LITTLE FISH POOLS. 17 BUT THE LORD JESUS HAD MADE TWELVE SPARROWS, AND PLACED THEM ABOUT HIS POOL ON EACH SIDE, THREE ON A SIDE. 18 BUT IT WAS THE SABBATH DAY, AND THE SON OF HANANI A JEW CAME BY, AND SAW THEM MAKING THESE THINGS, AND SAID, DO YE THUS MAKE FIGURES OF CLAY ON THE SABBATH? AND HE RAN TO THEM, AND BROKE DOWN THEIR FISH POOLS. 19 BUT WHEN THE LORD JESUS CLAPPED HIS HANDS OVER THE SPARROWS WHICH HE HAD MADE, THEY FLED AWAY CHIRPING. 20 AT LENGTH THE SON OF HANANI COMING TO THE FISH-POOL OF JESUS TO DESTROY IT, THE WATER VANISHED AWAY, AND THE LORD JESUS SAID TO HIM, 21 IN LIKE MANNER AS THIS WATER HAS VANISHED, SO SHALL THY LIFE VANISH; AND PRESENTLY THE BOY DIED. 22 ANOTHER TIME, WHEN THE LORD JESUS WAS COMING HOME IN THE EVENING WITH JOSEPH, HE MET A BOY, WHO RAN SO HARD AGAINST HIM, THAT HE THREW HIM DOWN; 23 TO WHOM THE LORD JESUS SAID, AS THOU HAST THROWN ME DOWN, SO SHALT THOU FALL, NOR EVER RISE. 24 AND THAT MOMENT THE BOY FELL DOWN AND DIED. 
CHAPTER 20
1 THERE WAS ALSO AT JERUSALEM ONE NAMED ZACCHEUS, WHO WAS A SCHOOLMASTER. 2 AND HE SAID TO JOSEPH, JOSEPH, WHY DOST THOU NOT SEND JESUS TO ME, THAT HE MAY LEARN HIS LETTERS? 3 JOSEPH AGREED, AND TOLD ST. MARY; 4 SO THEY BROUGHT HIM TO THAT MASTER; WHO, AS SOON AS HE SAW HIM, WROTE OUT AN ALPHABET FOR HIM. 5 AND HE BADE HIM SAY ALEPH; AND WHEN HE HAD SAID ALEPH, THE MASTER BADE HIM PRONOUNCE BETH. 6 THEN THE LORD JESUS SAID TO HIM, TELL ME FIRST THE MEANING OF THE LETTER ALEPH, AND THEN I WILL PRONOUNCE BETH. 7 AND WHEN THE MASTER THREATENED TO WHIP HIM, THE LORD JESUS EXPLAINED TO HIM THE MEANING OF THE LETTERS ALEPH AND BETH; 8 ALSO WHICH WERE THE STRAIGHT FIGURES OF THE LETTERS, WHICH THE OBLIQUE, AND WHAT LETTERS HAD DOUBLE FIGURES; WHICH HAD POINTS, AND WHICH HAD NONE; WHY ONE LETTER WENT BEFORE ANOTHER; AND MANY OTHER THINGS HE BEGAN TO TELL HIM, AND EXPLAIN, OF WHICH THE MASTER HIMSELF HAD NEVER HEARD, NOR READ ANY BOOK. 9 THE LORD JESUS FARTHER SAID THE MASTER, TAKE NOTICE HOW I SAY TO THEE; THEN HE BEGAN CLEARLY AND DISTINCTLY TO SAY ALEPH, BETH, GIMEL, DALETH, AND SO ON TO THE END OF THE ALPHABET. 10 AT THIS THE MASTER WAS SO SURPRISED, THAT HE SAID, I BELIEVE HIS BOY WAS BORN BEFORE NOAH; 11 AND TURNING TO JOSEPH, HE SAID, THOU HAST BROUGHT A BOY TO BE TO BE TAUGHT, WHO IS MORE LEARNED THAN ANY MASTER. 12 HE SAID ALSO UNTO ST. MARY, THIS YOUR SON HAS NO NEED OF ANY LEARNING. 13 THEY BROUGHT HIM THEN TO A MORE LEARNED MASTER, WHO, WHEN HE SAW HIM, SAID, SAY ALEPH. 14 AND WHEN HE HAD SAID ALEPH, HIS MASTER BADE HIM PRONOUNCE BETH; TO WHICH THE LORD JESUS REPLIED, TELL ME FIRST THE MEANING OF THE LETTER ALEPH, AND THEN I WILL PRONOUNCE BETH. 15 BUT THIS MASTER, WHEN HE, LIFT UP HIS HAND TO WHIP HIM, HAD HIS HAND PRESENTLY WITHERED, AND HE DIED. 16 THEN SAID JOSEPH TO ST. MARY, HENCEFORTH WE WILL NOT ALLOW HIM TO GO OUT OF THE HOUSE; FOR EVERY ONE WHO DISPLEASES HIM IS KILLED. 
CHAPTER 21
1 AND WHEN HE WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD, THEY BROUGHT HIM TO JERUSALEM TO THE FEAST; AND WHEN THE FEAST WAS OVER, THEY RETURNED. 2 BUT THE LORD JESUS CONTINUED BEHIND IN THE TEMPLE AMONG THE DOCTORS AND ELDERS, AND LEARNED MEN OF ISRAEL; TO WHOM HE PROPOSED SEVERAL QUESTIONS OF LEARNING, AND ALSO GAVE THEM ANSWERS: 3 FOR HE SAID TO THEM, WHOSE SON IS THE MESSIAH? THEY ANSWERED, THE SON OF DAVID: 4 WHY THEN, SAID HE, DOES HE IN THE SPIRIT CALL HIM LORD? WHEN HE SAITH, THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, SIT THOU AT MY RIGHT HAND, TILL I HAVE MADE THINE ENEMIES THY FOOTSTOOL. 5 THEN A CERTAIN PRINCIPAL RABBI ASKED HIM, HAST THOU READ BOOKS? 6 JESUS ANSWERED, HE HAD READ BOTH BOOKS, AND THE THINGS WHICH A WERE CONTAINED IN BOOKS. 7 AND HE EXPLAINED TO THEM THE BOOKS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND PRECEPTS, AND STATUTES: AND THE MYSTERIES WHICH ARE CONTAINED IN THE BOOKS OF THE PROPHETS; THINGS WHICH THE MIND OF NO CREATURE A COULD REACH. 8 THEN SAID THAT RABBI, I NEVER YET HAVE SEEN OR HEARD OF SUCH KNOWLEDGE! WHAT DO YOU [SEXLESSLY] THINK THAT BOY WILL BE! 9 WHEN A CERTAIN ASTRONOMER, WHO WAS PRESENT, ASKED THE LORD JESUS, WHETHER, HE HAD STUDIED ASTRONOMY? 10 THE LORD JESUS REPLIED, AND TOLD HIM THE NUMBER OF THE SPHERES AND HEAVENLY BODIES, AS ALSO THEIR TRIANGULAR, SQUARE, AND TO SEXTILE ASPECT; THEIR PROGRESSIVE AND RETROGRADE MOTION; THEIR SIZE AND SEVERAL PROGNOSTICATIONS; AND OTHER THINGS WHICH THE REASON OF MAN HAD NEVER DISCOVERED. 11 THERE WAS ALSO AMONG THEM A PHILOSOPHER WELL SKILLED IN PHYSIC AND NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, WHO ASKED THE LORD JESUS WHETHER HE HAD STUDIED PHYSIC? 12 HE REPLIED, AND EXPLAINED TO HIM PHYSICS AND METAPHYSICS. 13 ALSO THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE ABOVE AND BELOW THE POWER OF [DIVINE] NATURE; 14 THE POWERS ALSO OF THE BODY, ITS HUMOURS, AND THEIR EFFECTS. 15 ALSO THE NUMBER OF ITS MEMBERS, AND BONES, VEINS, ARTERIES, AND NERVES; 16 THE SEVERAL CONSTITUTIONS OF BODY, HOT AND DRY, COLD AND MOIST, AND THE TENDENCIES OF THEM; 17 HOW THE SOUL OPERATED UPON THE BODY; 18 WHAT ITS VARIOUS [SEXLESSLY] SENSATIONS AND FACULTIES WERE; 19 THE FACULTY OF SPEAKING, ANGER, [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE; 20 AND LASTLY THE MANNER OF ITS COMPOSITION AND DISSOLUTION; AND OTHER THINGS, WHICH THE UNDERSTANDING OF NO CREATURE HAD EVER REACHED. 21 THEN THAT PHILOSOPHER AROSE, AND WORSHIPPED THE LORD JESUS, AND SAID, O LORD JESUS, FROM HENCEFORTH I WILL BE THY DISCIPLE AND SERVANT. 22 WHILE THEY WERE DISCOURSING ON THESE AND SUCH LIKE THINGS, THE LADY ST. MARY CAME IN, HAVING BEEN THREE DAYS WALKING ABOUT WITH JOSEPH, SEEKING FOR HIM. 23 AND WHEN SHE SAW HIM SITTING AMONG THE DOCTORS, AND IN HIS TURN PROPOSING QUESTIONS TO THEM, AND GIVING ANSWERS, SHE SAID TO HIM, MY SON, WHY HAST THOU DONE THUS BY US? BEHOLD I AND THY FATHER HAVE BEEN AT MUCH PAINS IN SEEKING THEE. 24 HE REPLIED, WHY DID YE SEEK ME? DID YE NOT KNOW THAT I OUGHT TO BE EMPLOYED IN MY FATHER'S HOUSE? 25 BUT THEY UNDERSTOOD NOT THE WORDS WHICH HE SAID TO THEM 26 THEN THE DOCTORS ASKED MARY, WHETHER THIS WAS HER SON? AND WHEN SHE SAID, HE WAS, THEY SAID, O HAPPY MARY, WHO HAST BORNE SUCH A SON. 27 THEN HE RETURNED WITH THEM TO NAZARETH, AND OBEYED THEM IN ALL THINGS. 28 AND HIS MOTHER KEPT ALL THESE THINGS IN HER MIND; 29 AND THE LORD JESUS GREW IN STATURE AND WISDOM, AND FAVOUR WITH GOD AND MAN. 
CHAPTER 22
1 NOW FROM THIS TIME JESUS BEGAN TO CONCEAL HIS MIRACLES AND SECRET WORKS, 2 AND HE GAVE HIMSELF TO THE STUDY OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, TILL HE ARRIVED TO THE END OF HIS THIRTIETH YEAR; 3 AT WHICH TIME THE FATHER [STEPHEN] PUBLICLY OWNED HIM AT JORDAN, SENDING DOWN THIS VOICE FROM HEAVEN, THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED; 4 THE HOLY GHOST BEING ALSO PRESENT IN THE FORM OF A DOVE. 5 THIS IS HE WHOM WE WORSHIP WITH ALL REVERENCE, BECAUSE HE GAVE US OUR LIFE AND BEING, AND BROUGHT US FROM OUR MOTHER'S WOMB. 6 WHO, FOR OUR SAKES, TOOK A HUMAN BODY, AND HATH REDEEMED US, SO THAT HE MIGHT SO EMBRACE US WITH EVERLASTING MERCY, AND SHEW HIS FREE, LARGE, BOUNTIFUL GRACE AND GOODNESS TO US. 7 TO HIM BE GLORY AND PRAISE, AND POWER, AND DOMINION, FROM HENCEFORTH AND FOR EVERMORE, AMEN. THE END OF THE WHOLE GOSPEL OF THE INFANCY, BY THE ASSISTANCE OF THE SUPREME GOD, ACCORDING TO WHAT WE FOUND IN THE ORIGINAL.
THOMAS’ GOSPEL OF THE INFANCY OF JESUS CHRIST
CHAPTER 1
1 JESUS MIRACULOUSLY DEARS THE WATER AFTER RAIN. 4 PLAYS WITH CLAY SPARROWS, WHICH HE ANIMATES ON THE SABBATH DAY. I THOMAS, AN ISRAELITE, JUDGED IT NECESSARY TO MAKE KNOWN TO OUR BRETHREN AMONG THE GENTILES, THE [SEXLESS] ACTIONS AND MIRACLES OF CHRIST IN HIS CHILDHOOD, WHICH OUR LORD AND GOD JESUS CHRIST WROUGHT AFTER HIS BIRTH IN BETHLEHEM IN OUR COUNTRY, AT WHICH I MYSELF WAS ASTONISHED; THE BEGINNING OF WHICH WAS AS FOLLOWETH. 2 WHEN THE CHILD JESUS WAS FIVE YEARS OF AGE AND THERE HAD BEEN A SHOWER OF RAIN, WHICH WAS NOW OVER, JESUS WAS PLAYING WITH OTHER HEBREW BOYS BY A RUNNING STREAM; AND THE WATER RUNNING OVER THE BANKS, STOOD IN LITTLE LAKES; 3 BUT THE WATER INSTANTLY BECAME CLEAR AND USEFUL AGAIN; HE HAVING SMOTE THEM ONLY BY HIS WORD, THEY READILY OBEYED HIM. 4 THEN HE TOOK FROM THE BANK OF THE STREAM SOME SOFT CLAY, AND FORMED OUT OF IT TWELVE SPARROWS; AND THERE WERE OTHER BOYS PLAYING WITH HIM. 5 BUT A CERTAIN JEW SEEING THE THINGS WHICH HE WAS DOING, NAMELY, HIS FORMING CLAY INTO THE FIGURES OF SPARROWS ON THE SABBATH DAY, WENT PRESENTLY AWAY, AND TOLD HIS FATHER JOSEPH, AND SAID, 6 BEHOLD, THY BOY IS PLAYING BY THE RIVER SIDE, AND HAS TAKEN CLAY, AND FORMED IT INTO TWELVE SPARROWS, AND PROFANETH THE SABBATH. 7 THEN JOSEPH CAME TO THE PLACE WHERE HE WAS, AND WHEN HE SAW HIM, CALLED TO HIM, AND SAID, WHY, DOEST THOU THAT WHICH IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL TO DO ON THE SABBATH DAY? 8 THEN JESUS CLAPPING TOGETHER THE PALMS OF HIS HANDS, CALLED TO THE SPARROWS, AND SAID TO THEM: GO, FLY AWAY; AND WHILE YE LIVE REMEMBER ME. 9 SO THE SPARROWS FLED AWAY, MAKING A NOISE. 10 THE JEWS SEEING THIS, WERE ASTONISHED, AND WENT AWAY, AND TOLD THEIR CHIEF PERSONS WHAT A STRANGE MIRACLE THEY HAD SEEN WROUGHT BY JESUS.
CHAPTER 2
1 CAUSES A BOY TO WITHER WHO BROKE DOWN HIS FISH POOLS, 6 PARTLY RESTORES HIM, 7 DILLS ANOTHER BOY, 16 CAUSES BLINDNESS TO FALL ON HIS ACCUSERS, 18 FOR WHICH JOSEPH PULLS HIM BY THE EAR. BESIDES THIS, THE SON OF ANNA THE SCRIBE WAS STANDING THERE WITH JOSEPH, AND TOOK A BOUGH OF A WILLOW TREE, AND SCATTERED THE WATERS WHICH JESUS HAD GATHERED INTO LAKES. 2 BUT THE BOY JESUS SEEING WHAT HE HAD DONE, BECAME ANGRY, AND SAID TO HIM, THOU FOOL, WHAT HARM DID THE LAKE DO THEE, THAT THOU SHOULDEST SCATTER THE WATER? 3 BEHOLD, NOW THOU SHALT WITHER AS A TREE, AND SHALT NOT BRING FORTH EITHER LEAVES, OR BRANCHES, OR FRUIT. 4 AND IMMEDIATELY HE BECAME WITHERED ALL OVER. 5 THEN JESUS WENT AWAY HOME. BUT THE PARENTS OF THE BOY WHO WAS WITHERED, LAMENTING THE MISFORTUNE OF HIS YOUTH, TOOK AND CARRIED HIM TO JOSEPH, ACCUSING HIM, AND SAID, WHY DOST THOU KEEP A SON WHO IS GUILTY OF SUCH [SEXUAL] ACTIONS? 6 THEN JESUS AT THE REQUEST OF ALL WHO WERE PRESENT DID HEAL HIM, LEAVING ONLY SOME SMALL MEMBER TO CONTINUE WITHERED, THAT THEY MIGHT TAKE WARNING. 7 ANOTHER TIME JESUS WENT FORTH INTO THE STREET, AND A BOY RUNNING BY, RUSHED UPON HIS SHOULDER; 8 AT WHICH JESUS BEING ANGRY, SAID TO HIM, THOU SHALT GO NO FARTHER. 9 AND HE INSTANTLY FELL DOWN DEAD: 10 WHICH WHEN SOME PERSONS SAW, THEY SAID, WHERE WAS THIS BOY BORN, THAT EVERYTHING WHICH HE SAYS PRESENTLY COMETH TO PASS? 11 THEN THE PARENTS OF THE DEAD BUY GOING TO JOSEPH COMPLAINED, SAYING, YOU, ARE NOT FIT TO LIVE WITH US, IN OUR CITY, HAVING SUCH A BOY AS THAT: 12 EITHER TEACH HIM, THAT HE BLESS AND NOT CURSE, OR ELSE DEPART HENCE WITH HIM, FOR HE KILLS OUR CHILDREN. 13 THEN JOSEPH CALLING THE BOY JESUS BY HIMSELF, INSTRUCTED HIM SAYING, WHY DOEST THOU SUCH THINGS TO INJURE THE PEOPLE SO, THAT THEY HATE US AND PROSECUTE US? 14 BUT JESUS REPLIED, I KNOW THAT WHAT THOU SAYEST IS NOT OF THYSELF, BUT FOR THY SAKE I WILL SAY NOTHING; 15 BUT THEY WHO HAVE SAID THESE THINGS TO THEE, SHALL SUFFER EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT. 16 AND IMMEDIATELY THEY WHO HAD ACCUSED HIM BECAME BLIND. 17 AND ALL THEY WHO SAW IT WERE EXCEEDINGLY AFRAID AND CONFOUNDED, AND SAID CONCERNING HIM, WHATSOEVER HE SAITH, WHETHER GOOD OR BAD, IMMEDIATELY COMETH TO PASS: AND THEY WERE AMAZED. 18 AND WHEN THEY SAW THIS [SEXLESS] ACTION OF CHRIST, JOSEPH AROSE, AND PLUCKED HIM BY THE EAR, AT WHICH THE BOY WAS ANGRY, AND SAID TO HIM, BE EASY; 19 FOR IF THEY SEEK FOR US, THEY SHALL NOT FIND US: THOU HAST DONE VERY IMPRUDENTLY. 20 DOST THOU NOT KNOW THAT I AM THINE? TROUBLE ME NO MORE.
CHAPTER 3
1 ASTONISHES HIS SCHOOLMASTER BY HIS LEARNING. A CERTAIN SCHOOLMASTER NAMED ZACCHÆUS, STANDING IN A CERTAIN PLACE, HEARD JESUS SPEAKING THESE THINGS TO HIS FATHER [STEPHEN]. 2 AND HE WAS MUCH SURPRISED, THAT BEING A CHILD, HE SHOULD SPEAK SUCH THINGS; AND AFTER A FEW DAYS HE CAME TO JOSEPH, AND SAID, 3 THOU HAST A WISE AND SENSIBLE CHILD, SEND HIM TO ME, THAT HE MAY LEARN TO READ. 4 WHEN HE SAT DOWN TO TEACH THE LETTERS TO JESUS, HE BEGAN WITH THE FIRST LETTER ALEPH; 5 BUT JESUS PRONOUNCED THE SECOND LETTER MPETH (BETH) CGHIMEL (GIMEL), AND SAID OVER ALL THE LETTERS TO HIM TO THE END. 6 THEN OPENING A BOOK, HE TAUGHT HIS MASTER THE PROPHETS: BUT BE WAS ASHAMED, AND WAS AT A LOSS TO CONCEIVE HOW HE CAME TO KNOW THE LETTERS. 7 AND HE AROSE AND WENT HOME, WONDERFULLY SURPRISED AT SO STRANGE A THING.
CHAPTER 4
1 FRAGMENT OF AN ADVENTURE AT A DYER'S. AS JESUS WAS PASSING BY A CERTAIN SHOP, HE SAW A YOUNG MAN DIPPING (OR DYEING) SOME CLOTHS AND STOCKINGS IN A FURNACE, OF A SAD COLOR, DOING THEM ACCORDING TO EVERY PERSON'S PARTICULAR ORDER; 2 THE BOY JESUS GOING TO THE YOUNG MAN WHO WAS DOING THIS, TOOK ALSO SOME OF THE CLOTHS.
THE EPISTLES OF JESUS CHRIST AND ABGARUS KING OF EDESSA
CHAPTER 1
1. A COPY OF A LETTER WRITTEN BY KING ABGARUS TO JESUS, AND SENT TO HIM AT JERUSALEM BY ANANIAS, HIS FOOTMAN, 5. INVITING HIM TO EDESSA. 1. ABGARUS, KING OF EDESSA, TO JESUS THE GOOD SAVIOR, WHO APPEARS AT JERUSALEM, GREETING. 2. I HAVE BEEN INFORMED CONCERNING YOU AND YOUR CURES, WHICH ARE PERFORMED WITHOUT THE USE OF MEDICINES AND HERBS. 3. FOR IT IS REPORTED THAT YOU CAUSE THE BLIND TO SEE, THE LAME TO WALK, DO BOTH CLEANSE LEPERS AND CAST OUT UNCLEAN SPIRITS AND DEVILS, AND RESTORE THEM TO HEALTH WHO HAVE BEEN LONG DISEASED, AND RAISE UP THE DEAD. 4. ALL WHICH WHEN I HEARD, I WAS PERSUADED OF ONE OF THESE TWO: EITHER YOU ARE GOD HIMSELF DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN, WHO DOES THESE THINGS, OR THE SON OF GOD. 5. ON THIS ACCOUNT I HAVE WRITTEN TO YOU EARNESTLY TO [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE YOU WOULD TAKE THE TROUBLE OF A JOURNEY HERE AND CURE A DISEASE WHICH I AM SUFFERING. 6. FOR I HEAR THE JEWS RIDICULE YOU AND INTEND TO DO YOU MISCHIEF. 7. MY CITY IS INDEED SMALL, BUT NEAT, AND LARGE ENOUGH FOR US BOTH. 
CHAPTER 2
1. THE ANSWER OF JESUS BY ANANIAS THE FOOTMAN TO ABGARUS THE KING, 3. DECLINING TO VISIT EDESSA. 1. ABGARUS, YOU ARE HAPPY, FORASMUCH AS YOU HAVE BELIEVED ON ME, WHOM YOU HAVE NOT SEEN. 
2. FOR IT IS WRITTEN CONCERNING ME, THAT THOSE WHO HAVE SEEN ME WOULD NOT BELIEVE ON ME, BUT THAT THEY WHO HAVE NOT SEEN MIGHT BELIEVE AND LIVE. 3. AS TO THAT PART OF YOUR LETTER THAT RELATES TO MY GIVING YOU A VISIT, I MUST INFORM YOU, THAT I MUST FULFILL ALL THE ENDS OF MY MISSION IN THIS COUNTRY, AND AFTER THAT BE RECEIVED UP AGAIN TO HIM WHO SENT ME. 4. BUT AFTER MY ASCENSION I WILL SEND ONE OF MY DISCIPLES, WHO WILL CURE YOUR DISEASE AND GIVE LIFE TO YOU, AND ALL THAT ARE WITH YOU.
THE GOSPEL OF NICODEMUS ALSO CALLED THE ACTS OF PONTIUS PILATE
[bookmark: P6586_1987539]THE ACCOUNT THAT NICODEMUS WROTE IN HEBREW, AFTER THE CROSS AND [SEXLESS] PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE SAVIOR GOD, AND LEFT TO THOSE THAT CAME AFTER HIM, IS AS FOLLOWS:
CHAPTER 1
[bookmark: P6602_1993239]HAVING CALLED A COUNCIL, THE HIGH PRIESTS AND SCRIBES ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS AND SEINES AND DATHAES, AND GAMALIEL, JUDAS, LEVI AND NEPHTHALIM, ALEXANDER AND JAIRUS, AND THE REST OF THE JEWS, CAME TO PILATE ACCUSING JESUS ABOUT MANY THINGS, SAYING: WE KNOW THIS MAN TO BE THE SON OF JOSEPH THE CARPENTER, BORN OF MARY; AND HE SAYS THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD, AND A KING; MOREOVER, HE PROFANES THE SABBATH, AND WISHES TO DO AWAY WITH THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF OUR FATHERS. PILATE SAYS: AND WHAT ARE THE THINGS WHICH HE DOES, TO SHOW THAT HE WISHES TO DO AWAY WITH IT? THE JEWS SAY: WE HAVE A [SEXLESS] LAW NOT TO CURE ANY ONE ON THE SABBATH; BUT THIS MAN HAS ON THE SABBATH CURED THE LAME AND THE CROOKED, THE WITHERED AND THE BLIND AND THE PARALYTIC, THE DUMB AND THE DEMONIAC, BY EVIL PRACTICES. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: WHAT EVIL PRACTICES? THEY SAY TO HIM: HE IS A MAGICIAN, AND BY BEELZEBUL PRINCE OF THE DEMONS BE CASTS OUT THE DEMONS, AND ALL ARE SUBJECT TO HIM. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: THIS IS NOT CASTING OUT THE DEMONS BY AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT, BUT BY THE GOD AESCULAPIUS. THE JEWS SAY TO PILATE: WE ENTREAT YOUR HIGHNESS THAT HE STAND AT THY TRIBUNAL, AND BE HEARD. AND PILATE HAVING CALLED THEM, SAYS: TELL ME HOW I, BEING A PROCURATOR, CAN TRY A KING? THEY SAY TO HIM: W DO NOT SAY THAT HE IS A KING, BUT HE HIMSELF SAYS THAT HE IS. AND PILATE HAVING CALLED THE RUNNER, SAYS TO HIM: LET JESUS BE BROUGHT IN WITH RESPECT. AND THE RUNNER GOING OUT, AND RECOGNIZING HIM, ADORED HIM, AND TOOK HIS CLOAK INTO HIS HAND, AND SPREAD IT ON THE GROUND, AND SAYS TO HIM: MY LORD, WALK ON THIS, AND COME IN, FOR THE PROCURATOR CALLS THEE. AND THE JEWS SEEING WHAT THE RUNNER HAD DONE, CRIED OUT AGAINST PILATE, SAYING: WHY HAST THOU ORDERED HIM TO COME IN BY A RUNNER, AND NOT BY A CRIER? FOR ASSUREDLY THE RUNNER, WHEN HE SAW HIM, ADORED HIM, AND SPREAD HIS DOUBLET ON THE GROUND, AND MADE HIM WALK LIKE A KING. AND PILATE HAVING CALLED THE RUNNER, SAYS TO HIM: WHY HAST THOU DONE THIS, AND SPREAD OUT THY CLOAK UPON THE EARTH, AND MADE JESUS WALK UPON IT? THE RUNNER SAYS TO HIM: MY LORD PROCURATOR, WHEN THOU DIDST SEND ME TO JERUSALEM TO ALEXANDER, I SAW HIM SITTING UPON AN ASS, AND THE SONS OF THE HEBREWS HELD BRANCHES IN THEIR HANDS, AND SHOUTED; AND OTHER SPREAD THEIR CLOTHES UNDER HIM SAYING, SAVE, NOW, THOU WHO ART IN THE [MOST] HIGHEST: BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THE JEWS CRY OUT, AND SAY, TO THE RUNNER: THE SOILS OF THE HEBREWS SHOUTED IN HEBREW; WHENCE THEN HAST THOU THE GREEK? THE RUNNER SAYS TO THEM: I ASKED ONE OF THE JEWS, AND SAID, WHAT IS IT THEY ARE SHOUTING IN HEBREW? AND HE INTERPRETED IT FOR ME. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: AND WHAT DID THEY SHOUT IN HEBREW? THE JEWS SAY TO HIM: HOSANNA MEMBROME BARUCHAMMA ADONAI. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: AND THIS HOSANNA, ETC., HOW IS IT INTERPRETED? THE JEWS SAY TO HIM: SAVE NOW IN THE [MOST] HIGHEST; BLESSED IS HE; THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: IF YOU BEAR WITNESS TO THE WORDS SPOKEN BY THE CHILDREN, IN WHAT HAS THE RUNNER DONE WRONG? AND THEY WERE SILENT. AND THE PROCURATOR SAYS TO THE RUNNER: GO OUT, AND BRING HIM IN WHAT WAY THOU WILT. AND THE RUNNER GOING OUT, DID IN THE SAME MANNER AS BEFORE, AND SAYS TO JESUS: MY LORD, COME IN; THE PROCURATOR CALLETH THEE. AND JESUS GOING IN, AND THE STANDARD-BEARERS HOLDING THEIR STANDARDS, THE TOPS OF THE STANDARDS WERE BENT DOWN, AND ADORED JESUS. AND THE JEWS SEEING THE BEARING OF THE STANDARDS, HOW THEY WERE BENT DOWN AND ADORED JESUS, CRIED OUT VEHEMENTLY AGAINST THE STANDARD-BEARERS. AND PILATE SAYS TO THE JEWS: DO YOU NOT WONDER HOW THE TOPS OF THE STANDARDS WERE BENT DOWN, AND ADORED JESUS? THE JEWS SAY TO PILATE: WE SAW HOW THE STANDARD-BEARERS BENT THEM DOWN, AND ADORED HIM. AND THE PROCURATOR HAVING CALLED THE STANDARD-BEARERS, SAYS TO THEM: WHY HAVE YOU DONE THIS? THEY SAY TO PILATE: WE ARE GREEKS AND TEMPLE-SLAVES, AND HOW COULD WE ADORE HIM? AND ASSUREDLY, AS WE WERE HOLDING THEM UP, THE TOPS BENT DOWN OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, AND ADORED HIM. PILATE SAYS TO THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE: DO YOU CHOOSE FOR YOURSELVES MEN STRONG AND POWERFUL, AND LET THEM HOLD UP THE STANDARDS, AND LET US SEE WHETHER THEY WILL BEND DOWN WITH THEM. AND THE ELDERS OF THE JEWS PICKED OUT TWELVE MEN POWERFUL AND STRONG, AND MADE THEM HOLD UP THE STANDARDS SIX BY SIX; AND THEY WERE PLACED IN FRONT OF THE PROCURATOR'S TRIBUNAL. AND PILATE SAYS TO THE RUNNER: TAKE HIM OUTSIDE OF THE PRAETORIUM, AND BRING HIM IN AGAIN IN WHATEVER WAY MAY PLEASE THEE. AND JESUS AND THE RUNNER WENT OUT OF THE PRAETORIUM. AND PILATE, SUMMONING THOSE WHO HAD FORMERLY HELD UP THE STANDARDS, SAYS TO THEM: I HAVE SWORN BY TILE HEALTH OF CAESAR, THAT IF THE STANDARDS DO NOT BEND DOWN WHEN JESUS COMES IN, I WILL CUT OFF YOUR HEADS. AND THE PROCURATOR ORDERED JESUS TO COME IN THE SECOND TIME. AND THE RUNNER DID IN THE SAME MANNER AS BEFORE, AND MADE MANY ENTREATIES TO JESUS TO WALK ON HIS CLOAK. AND HE WALKED ON IT, AND WENT ILL. AND AS HE WENT IN, THE STANDARDS WERE AGAIN BENT DOWN, AND ADORED JESUS. 
CHAPTER 2
[bookmark: P6616_1996981]AND PILATE SEEING THIS, WAS AFRAID, AND SOUGHT TO GO AWAY FROM THE TRIBUNAL; BUT WHEN HE WAS STILL [SEXUALLY] THINKING OF GOING AWAY, HIS WIFE SENT TO HIM, SAYING: HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THIS JUST MAN, FOR MANY THINGS HAVE I SUFFERED ON HIS ACCOUNT THIS NIGHT. AND PILATE, SUMMONING THE JEWS, SAYS TO THEM: YOU KNOW THAT MY WIFE IS A WORSHIPPER OF GOD, AND PREFERS TO ADHERE TO THE JEWISH RELIGION ALONG WITH YOU. THEY SAY TO HIM: YES; WE KNOW. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: BEHOLD, MY WIFE HAS SENT TO ME, SAYING, HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THIS JUST MAN, FOR MANY THINGS HAVE I SUFFERED ON ACCOUNT OF HIM THIS NIGHT. AND THE JEWS ANSWERING, SAY UNTO PILATE: DID WE NOT TELL THEE THAT HE WAS A SORCERER? BEHOLD, HE HAS SENT A DREAM TO THY WIFE. AND PILATE, HAVING SUMMONED JESUS, SAYS TO HIM: WHAT DO THESE, WITNESS AGAINST THEE? SAYEST THOU NOTHING? AND JESUS SAID: UNLESS THEY HAD THE POWER, THEY WOULD SAY NOTHING; FOR EVERY ONE HAS THE POWER OF HIS OWN MOUTH TO SPEAK BOTH GOOD AND EVIL. THEY SHALL SEE TO IT. AND THE EIDERS OF THE JEWS ANSWERED, AND SAID TO JESUS: WHAT SHALL WE SEE? FIRST, THAT THOU WAST BORN OF FORNICATION; SECONDLY, THAT THY BIRTH IN BETHLEHEM WAS THE CAUSE OF THE MURDER OF THE INFANTS; THIRDLY, THAT THY FATHER JOSEPH AND THY MOTHER MARY FLED INTO EGYPT BECAUSE THEY HAD NO CONFIDENCE IN THE PEOPLE. SOME OF THE BYSTANDERS, PIOUS MEN OF THE JEWS, SAY: WE DENY THAT HE WAS BORN OF FORNICATION; FOR WE KNOW THAT JOSEPH ESPOUSED MARY, AND HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION. PILATE SAYS TO THE JEWS WHO SAID THAT HE WAS OF FORNICATION: THIS STORY OF YOURS IS NOT TRUE, BECAUSE THEY WERE BETROTHED, AS ALSO THESE FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN OF YOURS SAY. ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SAY TO PILATE: ALL THE MULTITUDE OF US CRY OUT THAT HE WAS BORN OF FORNICATION, AND ARE NOT BELIEVED; THESE ARE PROSELYTES, AND HIS DISCIPLES. AND PILATE, CALLING ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, SAYS TO THEM: WHAT ARE PROSELYTES? THEY SAY TO HIM: THEY ARE BY BIRTH CHILDREN OF THE GREEKS, AND HAVE NOW BECOME JEWS. AND THOSE THAT SAID THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, VIZ.-LAZARUS, ASTERIUS, ANTONIUS, JAMES, ATONES, ZERAS, SAMUEL, ISAAC, PHINEES, CRISPUS, AGRIPPAS, AND JUDAS -SAY: WE ARE NOT PROSELYTES, BUT ARE CHILDREN OF THE JEWS, AND SPEAK OF THE TRUTH; FOR WE WERE PRESENT AT THE BETROTHAL OF JOSEPH AND MARY. AND PILATE, CALLING THESE TWELVE MEN WHO SAID THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, SAYS TO THEM: I ADJURE YOU BY THE HEALTH OF CAESAR, TO TELL ME WHETHER IT BE TRUE THAT YOU SAY, THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION. THEY SAY TO PILATE: WE HAVE A [SEXLESS] LAW AGAINST TAKING OATHS, BECAUSE IT IS A [SEXUAL] SIN; BUT THEY WILL SWEAR BY THE HEALTH OF CAESAR, THAT IT IS NOT AS WE HAVE SAID, AND WE ARE LIABLE TO DEATH. PILATE SAYS TO ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS: HAVE YOU NOTHING TO ANSWER TO THIS? ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SAY TO PILATE: THESE TWELVE ARE BELIEVED WHEN THEY SAY THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION; ALL THE MULTITUDE OF US CRY OUT THAT HE WAS BORN OF FORNICATION, AND THAT HE IS A SORCERER, AND HE SAYS THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD AND A KING, AND WE ARE NOT BELIEVED. AND PILATE ORDERS ALL THE MULTITUDE TO GO OUT, EXCEPT THE TWELVE MEN WHO SAID THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, AND HE ORDERED JESUS TO BE SEPARATED FROM THEM. AND PILATE SAYS TO THEM: FOR WHAT REASON DO THEY WISH TO PUT HIM TO DEATH? THEY SAY TO HIM: THEY ARE ANGRY BECAUSE HE CURES ON THE SABBATH. PILATE SAYS: FOR A GOOD WORK DO THEY WISH TO PUT HIM TO DEATH? THEY SAY TO HIM: YES.
CHAPTER 3
AND PILATE, FILLED WITH RAGE, WENT OUTSIDE OF THE PRAETORIUM, AND SAID TO THEM: I TAKE THE SUN TO WITNESS THAT I FIND NO FAULT IN THIS MAN. THE JEWS ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE PROCURATOR: UNLESS THIS MAN WERE AN EVIL-DOER, WE SHOULD NOT HAVE DELIVERED HIM TO THEE. AND PILATE SAID, DO, YOU TAKE HIM, AND JUDGE HIM ACCORDING TO YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW. THE JEWS SAID TO PILATE: IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR US TO PUT ANY ONE TO DEATH. PILATE SAID: HAS GOD SAID THAT YOU ARE NOT TO PUT TO DEATH, BUT THAT I AM? AND PILATE WENT AGAIN INTO THE PRAETORIUM, AND SPOKE TO JESUS PRIVATELY, AND SAID TO HIM: ART THOU THE KING OF THE JEWS? JESUS ANSWERED PILATE: DOST THOU SAY THIS OF THYSELF, OR HAVE OTHERS SAID IT TO THEE OF ME? PILATE ANSWERED JESUS: AM I ALSO A JEW? THY NATION AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS HAVE GIVEN THEE UP TO ME. WHAT HAST THOU DONE? JESUS ANSWERED: MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD; FOR IF MY KINGDOM WERE OF THIS WORLD, MY SERVANTS WOULD FIGHT IN ORDER THAT I SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN UP TO THE JEWS: BUT NOW MY KINGDOM IS NOT FROM THENCE. PILATE SAID TO HIM: ART THOU THEN A KING? JESUS ANSWERED HIM: THOU SAYEST THAT I AM A KING. BECAUSE FOR THIS, HAVE I BEEN BORN, AND HAVE I COME, IN ORDER THAT EVERY ONE WHO IS OF THE TRUTH MIGHT HEAR MY VOICE. PILATE SAYS TO HIM: WHAT IS TRUTH? JESUS SAYS TO HIM: TRUTH IS FROM HEAVEN. PILATE SAYS: IS TRUTH NOT UPON EARTH? JESUS SAYS TO PILATE: THOU SEEST HOW THOSE WHO SPEAK THE TRUTH ARE JUDGED BY THOSE THAT HAVE THE POWER UPON EARTH.
CHAPTER 4
[bookmark: P6629_2001066]AND LEAVING JESUS WITHIN THE PRAETORIUM, PILATE WENT OUT TO THE JEWS, AND SAID TO THEM: I FIND NO FAULT IN HIM. THE JEWS SAY TO HIM: HE SAID, I CAN DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND IN THREE DAYS BUILD IT. PILATE SAYS: WHAT TEMPLE? THE JEWS SAY: THE ONE THAT SOLOMON BUILT IN FORTY-SIX YEARS, AND THIS MAN SPEAKS OF PULLING IT DOWN AND BUILDING IT IN THREE DAYS. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: I AM INNOCENT OF THE BLOOD OF THIS JUST MAN. SEE YOU TO IT. THE JEWS SAY: HIS BLOOD BE UPON US, AND UPON OUR CHILDREN. AND PILATE HAVING SUMMONED THE EIDERS AND PRIESTS AND LEVITES, SAID TO THEM PRIVATELY: DO NOT ACT THUS, BECAUSE NO CHARGE THAT YOU BRING AGAINST HIM IS WORTHY OF DEATH; FOR YOUR CHARGE IS ABOUT CURING AND SABBATH PROFANATION. THE ELDERS AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SAY: IF ANY ONE, SPEAK EVIL AGAINST CAESAR, IS HE WORTHY OF DEATH OR NOT? PILATE SAYS: HE IS WORTHY OF DEATH THE JEWS SAY TO PILATE: IF ANY ONE, SPEAK EVIL, AGAINST CAESAR, HE IS WORTHY OF DEATH; BUT THIS MAN HAS SPOKEN EVIL AGAINST GOD. AND THE PROCURATOR ORDERED THE JEWS TO GO OUTSIDE OF THE PRAETORIUM; AND SUMMONING JESUS, HE SAYS TO HIM: WHAT SHALL I DO TO THEE? JESUS SAYS TO PILATE: AS IT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THEE. PILATE SAYS: HOW GIVEN? JESUS SAYS: MOSES AND THE PROPHETS HAVE PROCLAIMED BEFOREHAND OF MY DEATH AND RESURRECTION. AND THE JEWS NOTICING THIS, AND HEARING IT, SAY TO PILATE: WHAT MORE WILT THOU HEAR OF THIS BLASPHEMY? PILATE SAYS TO THE JEWS: IF THESE WORDS BE BLASPHEMOUS, DO YOU TAKE HIM FOR THE BLASPHEMY, AND LEAD HIM AWAY TO YOUR SYNAGOGUE, AND JUDGE HIM ACCORDING TO YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW. THE JEWS SAY TO PILATE: OUR [SEXLESS] LAW BEARS THAT A MAN WHO WRONGS HIS FELLOW-MEN IS WORTHY TO RECEIVE FORTY SAVE ONE; BUT HE THAT BLASPHEMETH GOD IS TO BE STONED WITH STONES. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: DO YOU TAKE HIM, AND PUNISH HIM IN WHATEVER WAY YOU PLEASE. THE JEWS SAY TO PILATE: WE WISH THAT HE BE CRUCIFIED. PILATE SAYS: HE IS NOT DESERVING OF CRUCIFIXION. AND THE PROCURATOR, LOOKING ROUND UPON THE CROWDS OF THE JEWS STANDING BY, SEES MANY OF THE JEWS WEEPING, AND SAYS: ALL THE MULTITUDE DO NOT WISH HIM TO DIE. THE ELDERS OF THE JEWS SAY: FOR THIS REASON, ALL THE MULTITUDE OF US HAVE COME, THAT HE SHOULD DIE. PILATE SAYS TO THE JEWS: WHY SHOULD HE DIE? THE JEWS SAY: BECAUSE HE CALLED HIMSELF SON OF GOD, AND KING.
CHAPTER 5
[bookmark: P6635_2002691]AND ONE NICODEMUS, A JEW, STOOD BEFORE THE PROCURATOR, AND SAID: I BESEECH YOUR HONOUR, LET ME SAY A FEW WORDS. PILATE SAYS: SAY ON. NICODEMUS SAYS: I SAID TO THE ELDERS AND THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, AND TO ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS IN THE SYNAGOGUE, WHAT, DO YOU SEEK TO DO WITH THIS MAN? THIS MAN MANY MIRACLES AND STRANGE THINGS, WHICH NO ONE HAS DONE OR WILL DO. LET HIM GO, AND DO NOT WISH ANY EVIL AGAINST HIM. IF THE MIRACLES WHICH HE DOES ARE OF GOD, THEY WILL STAND; BUT IF MAN, THEY WILL COME TO NOTHING. FOR ASSUREDLY MOSES, BEING SENT BY GOD INTO EGYPT, DID MANY MIRACLES, WHICH THE LORD COMMANDED HIM TO DO BEFORE PHARAOH KING OF EGYPT. AND THERE WERE THERE JANNES AND JAMBRES, SERVANTS OF PHARAOH, AND THEY ALSO DID NOT A FEW OF THE MIRACLES WHICH MOSES DID; AND THE EGYPTIANS TOOK THEM TO BE GODS, THIS JANNES AND THIS JAMBRES. BUT, SINCE THE MIRACLES WHICH THEY DID WERE NOT OF GOD, BOTH THEY AND THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN THEM WERE DESTROYED. AND NOW RELEASE THIS MAN, FOR HE IS NOT DESERVING OF DEATH. THE JEWS SAY TO NICODEMUS: THOU HAST BECOME HIS DISCIPLE, AND THEREFORE THOU DEFENDEST HIM. NICODEMUS SAYS TO THEM: PERHAPS, TOO, THE PROCURATOR HAS BECOME HIS DISCIPLE, BECAUSE HE DEFENDS HIM. HAS THE EMPEROR NOT APPOINTED HIM TO THIS PLACE OF DIGNITY? AND THE JEWS WERE VEHEMENTLY ENRAGED, AND GNASHED THEIR TEETH AGAINST NICODEMUS. PILATE SAYS TO I THEM: WHY DO YOU GNASH YOUR TEETH AGAINST HIM WHEN YOU HEAR THE TRUTH? THE JEWS SAY TO NICODEMUS: MAYST THOU RECEIVE HIS TRUTH AND HIS PORTION. NICODEMUS SAYS: AMEN, AMEN; MAY I RECEIVE IT, AS YOU HAVE SAID.
CHAPTER 6
[bookmark: P6642_2003905]ONE OF THE JEWS, STEPPING UP, ASKED LEAVE OF THE PROCURATOR TO SAY A WORD. THE PROCURATOR SAYS: IF THOU WISHEST TO SAY ANY THING, SAY ON AND THE JEW SAID: THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS I LAY IN MY BED IN GREAT AGONY. AND WHEN JESUS CAME, MANY DEMONIACS, AND MANY LYING ILL OF VARIOUS DISEASES, WERE CURED BY HIM. AND SOME YOUNG MEN, TAKING PITY ON ME, CARRIED ME, BED AND ALL, AND TOOK ME TO HIM. AND WHEN JESUS SAW ME, BED HAD COMPASSION ON ME, AND SAID TO ME: TAKE UP THY COUCH AND WALK. AND I TOOK UP MY COUCH, AND WALKED. THE JEWS SAY TO PILATE: ASK HIM ON WHAT DAY IT WAS THAT HE WAS CURED. HE THAT HAD BEEN CURED SAYS: ON A SABBATH. THE JEWS SAY: IS NOT THIS THE VERY THING THAT WE SAID, THAT ON A SABBATH HE CURES AND CASTS OUT DEMONS? AND ANOTHER JEW STEPPED UP AND SAID: I WAS BORN BLIND; I HEARD SOUNDS, BUT SAW NOT A FACE. AND AS JESUS PASSED BY, I CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, PITY ME, O SON OF DAVID. AND HE PITIED ME, AND PUT HIS HANDS UPON MY EYES, AND I INSTANTLY RECEIVED MY SIGHT. AND ANOTHER JEW STEPPED UP AND SAID: I WAS CROOKED, AND HE STRAIGHTENED ME WITH A WORD. AND ANOTHER SAID: I WAS A LEPER, AND HE CURED ME WITH A WORD. 
CHAPTER 7
[bookmark: P6648_2004272]AND A WOMAN CRIED OUT FROM A DISTANCE, AND SAID: I HAD AN ISSUE OF BLOOD, AND I TOUCHED THE HEM OF HIS GARMENT, AND THE ISSUE OF BLOOD WHICH I HAD HAD FOR TWELVE YEARS WAS STOPPED. THE JEWS SAY: WE HAVE A [SEXLESS] LAW, THAT A WOMAN'S EVIDENCE IS NOT TO BE RECEIVED. 
CHAPTER 8
[bookmark: P6652_2004781]AND OTHERS, A MULTITUDE BOTH OF MEN AND WOMEN, CRIED OUT, SAYING: THIS MAN IS A PROPHET, AND THE DEMONS ARE SUBJECT TO HIM. PILATE SAYS TO THEM WHO SAID THAT THE DEMONS WERE SUBJECT TO HIM: WHY, THEN, WERE NOT YOUR TEACHERS ALSO SUBJECT TO HIM? THEY SAY TO PILATE: WE DO NOT KNOW. AND OTHERS SAID: HE RAISED LAZARUS FROM THE TOMB AFTER HE HAD BEEN DEAD FOUR DAYS. AND THE PROCURATOR TREMBLED, AND SAID TO ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS: WHY DO YOU WISH TO POUR OUT INNOCENT BLOOD? 
CHAPTER 9
[bookmark: P6663_2007854]AND HAVING SUMMONED NICODEMUS AND THE TWELVE MEN THAT SAID HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, HE SAYS TO THEM: WHAT SHALL I DO, BECAUSE THERE IS AN INSURRECTION AMONG THE PEOPLE? THEY SAY TO HIM: WE KNOW NOT; LET THEM SEE TO IT. AGAIN PILATE, HAVING SUMMONED ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS, SAYS: YOU KNOW THAT IT IS CUSTOMARY, AT THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, TO RELEASE ONE PRISONER TO YOU. I HAVE ONE CONDEMNED PRISONER IN THE PRISON, A MURDERER NAMED BARABBAS, AND THIS MAN STANDING IN YOUR PRESENCE, JESUS, IN WHOM I FIND NO FAULT. WHICH OF THEM DO YOU WISH ME TO RELEASE TO YOU? AND THEY CRY OUT: BARABBAS. PILATE SAYS: WHAT, THEN, SHALL WE DO TO JESUS WHO IS CALLED CHRIST? THE JEWS SAY: LET HIM BE CRUCIFIED. AND OTHERS SAID: THOU ART NO FRIEND OF CAESAR'S IF THOU RELEASE THIS MAN, BECAUSE HE CALLED HIMSELF SON OF GOD AND KING. YOU WISH, THEN, THIS MAN TO BE KING, AND NOT CAESAR? AND PILATE, IN A RAGE, SAYS TO THE JEWS: ALWAYS HAS YOUR NATION BEEN REBELLIOUS, AND YOU ALWAYS SPEAK AGAINST YOUR BENEFACTORS. THE JEWS SAY: WHAT BENEFACTORS? HE SAYS TO THEM: YOUR GOD LED YOU OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT FROM BITTER SLAVERY, AND BROUGHT YOU SAFE THROUGH THE SEA AS THROUGH DRY LAND, AND IN THE DESERT FED YOU WITH MANNA, AND GAVE YOU QUAILS, AND QUENCHED YOUR THIRST WITH WATER FROM A ROCK, AND GAVE YOU A [SEXLESS] LAW, AND IN ALL THESE THINGS YOU [SEXUALLY] PROVOKED YOUR GOD TO ANGER, AND SOUGHT A MOLTEN CALF. AND YOU EXASPERATED YOUR GOD, AND HE SOUGHT TO SLAY YOU. AND MOSES PRAYED FOR YOU, AND YOU WERE NOT PUT TO DEATH. AND NOW YOU CHARGE ME WITH HATING THE EMPEROR. AND RISING UP FROM THE TRIBUNAL, HE SOUGHT TO GO OUT. AND THE JEWS CRY OUT, AND SAY: WE KNOW THAT CAESAR IS KING, AND NOT JESUS. FOR ASSUREDLY THE MAGI BROUGHT GIFTS TO HIM AS TO A KING. AND WHEN HEROD HEARD FROM THE MAGI THAT A KING HAD BEEN BORN, HE SOUGHT TO SLAY HIM; AND HIS FATHER JOSEPH, KNOWING THIS, TOOK HIM AND HIS MOTHER, AND THEY FLED INTO EGYPT. AND HEROD HEARING OF IT, DESTROYED THE CHILDREN OF THE HEBREWS THAT HAD BEEN BORN IN BETHLEHEM. AND WHEN PILATE HEARD THESE WORDS, HE WAS AFRAID; AND ORDERING THE CROWD TO KEEP SILENCE, BECAUSE THEY WERE CRYING OUT, HE SAID TO THEM: SO, THIS IS HE WHOM HEROD SOUGHT? THE JEWS SAY: YES, IT IS HE. AND, TAKING WATER, PILATE WASHED HIS HANDS IN THE FACE OF THE SUN, SAYING: I AM INNOCENT OF THE BLOOD OF THIS JUST MAN; SEE YOU TO IT. AGAIN, THE JEWS CRY OUT: HIS BLOOD BE UPON US, AND UPON OUR CHILDREN. THEN PILATE ORDERED THE CURTAIN OF THE TRIBUNAL WHERE HE WAS SITTING TO BE DRAWN, AND SAYS TO JESUS: THY NATION HAS CHARGED THEE WITH BEING A KING. ON THIS ACCOUNT I SENTENCE THEE, FIRST TO BE SCOURGED, ACCORDING TO THE ENACTMENT OF VENERABLE KINGS, AND THEN TO BE FASTENED ON THE CROSS IN THE GARDEN WHERE THOU WAST SEIZED. AND LET DYSMAS AND GESTAS, THE TWO MALEFACTORS, BE CRUCIFIED WITH THEE. 
CHAPTER 10
[bookmark: P6670_2009457]AND JESUS WENT FORTH OUT OF THE PRAETORIUM, AND THE TWO MALEFACTORS WITH HIM. AND WHEN THEY CAME TO THE PLACE, THEY STRIPPED HIM OF HIS CLOTHES, AND GIRDED HIM WITH A TOWEL, AND PUT A CROWN OF THORNS ON HIM ROUND HIS HEAD. AND THEY CRUCIFIED HIM; AND AT THE SAME TIME ALSO THEY HUNG UP THE TWO MALEFACTORS ALONG WITH HIM. AND JESUS SAID: FATHER [STEPHEN], FORGIVE THEM, FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO. AND THE SOLDIERS PARTED HIS CLOTHES AMONG THEM; AND THE PEOPLE STOOD LOOKING AT HIM. AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS, AND THE RULERS WITH THEM, MOCKED HIM, SAYING: HE SAVED OTHERS; LET HIM SAVE HIMSELF. IF HE BE THE SON OF GOD, LET HIM COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS. AND THE SOLDIERS MADE SPORT OF HIM, COMING NEAR AND OFFERING HIM VINEGAR MIXED WITH GALL, AND SAID: THOU ART THE KING OF THE JEWS; SAVE THYSELF. AND PILATE, AFTER THE SENTENCE, ORDERED THE CHARGE MADE AGAINST HIM TO BE INSCRIBED AS A SUPERSCRIPTION IN GREEK, AND LATIN, AND HEBREW, ACCORDING TO WHAT THE JEWS HAD SAID: HE IS KING OF THE JEWS. AND ONE OF THE MALEFACTORS HANGING UP SPOKE TO HIM, SAYING: IF THOU BE THE CHRIST, SAVE THYSELF AND US. AND DYSMAS ANSWERING, REPROVED HIM, SAYING: DOST THOU NOT FEAR GOD, BECAUSE THOU ART IN THE SAME CONDEMNATION? AND WE INDEED JUSTLY, FOR WE RECEIVE THE FIT PUNISHMENT OF OUR [SEXUAL] DEEDS; BUT THIS MAN HAS DONE NO EVIL. AND HE SAID TO JESUS: REMEMBER ME, LORD, IN THY KINGDOM. AND JESUS SAID TO HIM: AMEN, AMEN; I SAY TO THEE, TO-DAY SHALL THOU BE WITH ME IN PARADISE. 
CHAPTER 11
[bookmark: P6677_2011085]AND IT WAS ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR, AND THERE WAS DARKNESS OVER THE EARTH UNTIL THE NINTH HOUR, THE SUN BEING DARKENED; AND THE CURTAIN OF THE TEMPLE WAS SPLIT IN THE MIDDLE. AND CRYING OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, JESUS SAID: FATHER [STEPHEN], BADDACH EPHKID RUEL, WHICH IS, INTERPRETED: INTO THY HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT. AND HAVING SAID THIS, HE GAVE UP THE GHOST. AND THE CENTURION, SEEING WHAT HAD HAPPENED, GLORIFIED GOD, AND SAID: THIS WAS A JUST MAN. AND ALL THE CROWDS THAT WERE PRESENT AT THIS SPECTACLE, WHEN THEY SAW WHAT HAD HAPPENED, BEAT THEIR BREASTS AND WENT AWAY. AND THE CENTURION REPORTED WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO THE PROCURATOR. AND WHEN THE PROCURATOR AND HIS WIFE HEARD IT, THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY GRIEVED, AND NEITHER ATE NOR DRANK THAT DAY. AND PILATE SENT FOR THE JEWS, AND SAID TO THEM: HAVE YOU SEEN WHAT HAS HAPPENED? AND THEY SAY: THERE HAS BEEN AN ECLIPSE OF THE SUN IN THE USUAL WAY. AND HIS ACQUAINTANCES WERE STANDING AT A DISTANCE, AND THE WOMEN WHO CAME WITH HIM FROM GALILEE, SEEING THESE THINGS. AND A MAN NAMED JOSEPH, A COUNCILLOR FROM THE CITY OF ARIMATHAEA, WHO ALSO WAITED FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD, WENT TO PILATE, AND BEGGED THE BODY OF JESUS. AND HE TOOK IT DOWN, AND WRAPPED IT IN CLEAN LINEN, AND PLACED IT IN A TOMB HEWN OUT OF THE ROCK, IN WHICH NO ONE HAD EVER LAIN. 
CHAPTER 12
[bookmark: P6684_2013953]AND THE JEWS, HEARING THAT JOSEPH HAD BEGGED THE BOOTY OF JESUS, SOUGHT HIM AND THE TWELVE WHO SAID THAT JESUS WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, AND NICODEMUS, AND MANY OTHERS WHO HAD STEPPED UP BEFORE PILATE AND DECLARED HIS GOOD WORKS. AND OF ALL THESE THAT WERE HID, NICODEMUS ALONE WAS SEEN BY THEM, BECAUSE HE WAS A RULER OF THE JEWS. AND NICODEMUS SAYS TO THEM: HOW HAVE YOU COME INTO THE SYNAGOGUE? THE JEWS SAY TO HIM: HOW HAST THOU COME INTO THE SYNAGOGUE? FOR THOU ART A CONFEDERATE OF HIS, AND HIS PORTION IS WITH THEE IN THE WORLD TO COME. NICODEMUS SAYS: AMEN, AMEN. AND LIKEWISE, JOSEPH ALSO STEPPED OUT AND SAID TO THEM: WHY ARE YOU ANGRY AGAINST ME BECAUSE I BEGGED THE BODY OF JESUS? BEHOLD, I HAVE PUT HIM IN MY NEW TOMB, WRAPPING HIM IN CLEAN LINEN; AND I HAVE ROLLED A STONE TO THE DOOR OF THE TOMB. AND YOU HAVE ACTED NOT WELL AGAINST THE JUST MAN, BECAUSE YOU HAVE NOT REPENTED OF CRUCIFYING HIM, BUT ALSO HAVE PIERCED HIM WITH A SPEAR. AND THE JEWS SEIZED JOSEPH, AND ORDERED HIM TO BE SECURED UNTIL THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, AND SAID TO HIM: KNOW THAT THE TIME DOES NOT ALLOW US TO DO ANYTHING AGAINST THEE, BECAUSE THE SABBATH IS DAWNING; AND KNOW THAT THOU SHALL NOT BE DEEMED WORTHY OF BURIAL, BUT WE SHALL GIVE THY FLESH TO THE BIRDS OF THE AIR. JOSEPH SAYS TO THEM: THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT GOLIATH, WHO REPROACHED THE LIVING GOD AND HOLY DAVID. FOR GOD HAS SAID BY THE PROPHET, VENGEANCE IS MINE, AND I WILL REPAY, SAITH THE LORD. AND NOW HE THAT IS UNCIRCUMCISED IN FLESH, BUT CIRCUMCISED IN HEART, HAS TAKEN WATER, AND WASHED HIS HANDS IN THE FACE OF THE SUN, SAYING, I AM INNOCENT OF THE BLOOD OF THIS JUST MAN; SEE YE TO IT. AND YOU ANSWERED AND SAID TO PILATE, HIS BLOOD BE UPON US, AND UPON OUR CHILDREN. AND NOW I AM AFRAID LEST THE WRATH OF GOD COME UPON YOU, AND UPON YOUR CHILDREN, AS YOU HAVE SAID. AND THE JEWS, HEARING THESE WORDS, WERE EMBITTERED IN THEIR SOULS, AND SEIZED JOSEPH, AND LOCKED HIM INTO A ROOM WHERE THERE WAS NO WINDOW; AND GUARDS WERE STATIONED AT THE DOOR, AND THEY SEALED THE DOOR WHERE JOSEPH WAS LOCKED IN. AND ON THE SABBATH, THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, MADE A DECREE THAT ALL SHOULD BE FOUND IN THE SYNAGOGUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK. AND RISING UP EARLY, ALL THE MULTITUDE IN THE SYNAGOGUE CONSULTED BY WHAT DEATH THEY SHOULD SLAY HIM. AND WHEN THE SANHEDRIN WAS SITTING, THEY ORDERED HIM TO BE BROUGHT WITH MUCH INDIGNITY. AND HAVING OPENED THE DOOR, THEY FOUND HIM NOT. AND ALL THE PEOPLE WERE SURPRISED, AND STRUCK WITH DISMAY, BECAUSE THEY FOUND THE SEALS UNBROKEN. AND BECAUSE CAIAPHAS HAD THE KEY. AND THEY NO LONGER DARED TO LAY HANDS UPON THOSE WHO HAD SPOKEN BEFORE PILATE IN JESUS' BEHALF.
CHAPTER 13
[bookmark: P6691_2016857]AND WHILE THEY WERE STILL SITTING IN THE SYNAGOGUE, AND WONDERING ABOUT JOSEPH, THERE COME SOME OF THE GUARD WHOM THE JEWS HAD BEGGED OF PILATE TO GUARD THE TOMB OF JESUS, THAT HIS DISCIPLES MIGHT NOT COME AND STEAL HIM. AND THEY REPORTED TO THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, WHAT HAD HAPPENED: HOW THERE HAD BEEN A GREAT EARTHQUAKE; AND WE SAW AN ANGEL COMING DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND HE ROLLED AWAY THE STONE FROM THE MOUTH OF THE TOMB, AND SAT UPON IT; AND HE SHONE LIKE SNOW, AND LIKE LIGHTNING. AND WE WERE VERY MUCH AFRAID, AND LAY LIKE DEAD MEN; AND WE HEARD THE VOICE OF THE ANGEL SAYING TO THE WOMEN WHO REMAINED BESIDE THE TOMB, BE NOT AFRAID, FOR I KNOW THAT YOU SEEK JESUS WHO WAS CRUCIFIED. HE IS NOT HERE: HE IS RISEN, AS HE SAID. COME, SEE THE PLACE WHERE THE LORD LAY: AND GO QUICKLY, AND TELL HIS DISCIPLES THAT HE IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND IS IN GALILEE. THE JEWS SAY: TO WHAT WOMEN DID HE SPEAK? THE MEN OF THE GUARD SAY: WE DO NOT KNOW WHO THEY WERE. THE JEWS SAY: AT WHAT TIME WAS THIS? THE MEN OF THE GUARD SAY: AT MIDNIGHT. THE JEWS SAY: AND WHEREFORE DID YOU NOT LAY HOLD OF THEM? THE MEN OF THE GUARD SAY: WE WERE LIKE DEAD MEN FROM FEAR, NOT EXPECTING TO SEE THE LIGHT OF DAY, AND HOW COULD WE LAY HOLD OF THEM? THE JEWS SAY: AS THE LORD LIVETH, WE DO NOT BELIEVE YOU. THE MEN OF THE GUARD SAY TO THE JEWS: YOU HAVE SEEN SO GREAT MIRACLES IN THE CASE OF THIS MAN, AND HAVE NOT BELIEVED; AND HOW CAN YOU BELIEVE US? AND ASSUREDLY YOU HAVE DONE WELL TO SWEAR THAT THE LORD LIVETH, FOR INDEED HE DOES LIVE. AGAIN, THE MEN OF THE GUARD SAY: WE HAVE HEARD THAT YOU HAVE LOCKED UP THE MAN THAT BEGGED THE BODY OF JESUS, AND PUT A SEAL ON THE DOOR; AND THAT YOU HAVE OPENED IT, AND NOT FOUND HIM. DO YOU THEN GIVE US THE MAN WHOM YOU WERE GUARDING, AND WE SHALL GIVE YOU, JESUS! THE JEWS SAY: JOSEPH HAS GONE AWAY TO HIS OWN CITY. THE MEN OF THE GUARD SAY TO THE JEWS: AND JESUS HAS RISEN, AS WE HEARD FROM THE ANGEL, AND IS IN GALILEE. AND WHEN THE JEWS HEARD THESE WORDS, THEY WERE VERY MUCH AFRAID, AND SAID: WE MUST TAKE CARE LEST THIS STORY HE HEARD, AND ALL INCLINE TO JESUS. AND THE JEWS CALLED A COUNCIL, AND PAID DOWN A CONSIDERABLE SUM OF MONEY, AND GAVE IT TO THE SOLDIERS, SAYING: SAY, WHILE WE SLEPT, HIS DISCIPLES CAME BY NIGHT AND STOLE HIM; AND IF THIS COME TO THE EARS OF THE PROCURATOR, WE SHALL PERSUADE HIM, AND KEEP YOU OUT OF TROUBLE. AND THEY TOOK IT, AND SAID AS THE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED.
CHAPTER 14
[bookmark: P6698_2019835]AND PHINEES A PRIEST, AND ADAS A TEACHER, AND HAGGAI A LEVITE, CAME DOWN FROM GALILEE TO JERUSALEM, AND SAID TO THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES: WE SAW JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES SITTING ON THE MOUNTAIN CALLED MAMILCH; AND HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, GO INTO ALL THE WORLD, AND PREACH TO EVERY CREATURE: HE THAT BELIEVETH AND IS BAPTIZED SHALL BE SAVED, AND HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT SHALL BE CONDEMNED. AND THESE SIGNS SHALL ATTEND THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED: IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THEY SHALL CAST OUT DEMONS, SPEAK NEW TONGUES, TAKE UP SERPENTS; AND IF THEY DRINK ANY DEADLY THING, IT SHALL BY NO MEANS HURT THEM; THEY SHALL LAY HANDS ON THE SICK, AND THEY SHALL BE WELL. AND WHILE JESUS WAS SPEAKING TO HIS DISCIPLES, WE SAW HIM TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN. THE ELDERS AND THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES SAY: GIVE GLORY TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL, AND CONFESS TO HIM WHETHER YOU HAVE HEARD AND SEEN THOSE THINGS OF WHICH YOU HAVE GIVEN US AN ACCOUNT. AND THOSE WHO HAD GIVEN THE ACCOUNT SAID: AS THE LORD LIVETH, THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, WE HEARD THESE THINGS, AND SAW HIM TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN. THE CIDERS AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SAY TO THEM: HAVE YOU COME TO GIVE US THIS ANNOUNCEMENT, OR TO OFFER PRAYER TO GOD? AND THEY SAY: TO OFFER PRAYER TO GOD. THE ELDERS AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SAY TO THEM: IF YOU HAVE COME TO OFFER PRAYER TO GOD, WHY THEN HAVE YOU TOLD THESE IDLE TALES IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL THE PEOPLE? SAYS PHINEES THE PRIEST, AND ATLAS THE TEACHER, AND HAGGAI THE LEVITE TO THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUES. AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES: IF WHAT WE HAVE SAID AND SEEN BE [SEXUALLY] SINFUL, BEHOLD, WE ARE BEFORE YOU; DO TO US AS SEEMS GOOD IN YOUR EYES. AND THEY TOOK THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND MADE THEM SWEAR UPON IT, NOT TO GIVE ANY MORE AN ACCOUNT OF THESE MATTERS TO ANY ONE. AND THEY GAVE THEM TO CAT AND DRINK, AND SENT THEM OUT OF THE CITY, HAVING GIVEN THEM ALSO MONEY, AND THREE MEN WITH THEM; AND THEY SENT THEM AWAY TO GALILEE.AND THESE MEN HAVING GONE INTO GALILEE, THE CHIEF PRIESTS, AND THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE ELDERS, CAME TOGETHER INTO THE SYNAGOGUE, AND LOCKED THE DOOR, AND LAMENTED WITH A GREAT LAMENTATION, SAYING: IS THIS A MIRACLE THAT HAS HAPPENED IN ISRAEL? AND ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SAID: WHY ARE YOU SO MUCH MOVED? WHY DO YOU WEEP? DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT HIS DISCIPLES HAVE GIVEN A SUM OF GOLD TO THE GUARDS OF THE TOMB, AND HAVE INSTRUCTED THEM TO SAY THAT AN ANGEL CAME DOWN AND ROLLED AWAY THE STONE FROM THE DOOR OF THE TOMB? AND THE PRIESTS AND THE ELDERS SAID: BE IT THAT HIS DISCIPLES HAVE STOLEN HIS BODY; HOW IS IT THAT THE LIFE HAS COME INTO HIS BODY, AND THAT HE IS GOING, ABOUT IN GALILEE? AND THEY BEING UNABLE TO GIVE AN ANSWER TO THESE THINGS, SAID, AFTER GREAT HESITATION: IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR US TO BELIEVE THE UNCIRCUMCISED. 
CHAPTER 15
[bookmark: P6712_2027547]AND NICODEMUS STOOD UP, AND STOOD BEFORE THE SANHEDRIN, SAYING: YOU SAY WELL; YOU ARE NOT IGNORANT, YOU PEOPLE OF THE LORD, OF THESE MEN THAT COME DOWN FROM GALILEE, THAT THEY FEAR GOD, AND ARE MEN OF SUBSTANCE, HATERS OF COVETOUSNESS, MEN OF PEACE; AND THEY HAVE DECLARED WITH AN OATH. WE SAW JESUS UPON THE MOUNTAIN MAMILCH WITH HIS DISCIPLES, AND HE TAUGHT WHAT WE HEARD FROM HIM, AND WE SAW HIM TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN. AND NO ONE ASKED THEM IN WHAT FORM HE WENT UP. FOR ASSUREDLY, AS THE BOOK OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES TAUGHT US, HELIAS ALSO WAS TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN, AND ELISSAEUS CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND HELIAS THREW HIS SHEEPSKIN UPON ELISSAEUS, AND ELISSAEUS THREW HIS SHEEPSKIN UPON THE JORDAN, AND CROSSED, AND CAME INTO JERICHO. AND THE CHILDREN OF THE PROPHETS MET HIM, AND SAID, O ELISSAEUS, WHERE IS THY MASTER HELIAS? AND HE SAID, HE HAS BEEN TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN. AND THEY SAID TO ELISSAEUS, HAS NOT A SPIRIT SEIZED HIM, ARID THROWN HIM UPON ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS? BUT LET US TAKE OUR SERVANTS WITH US, AND SEEK HIM. AND THEY PERSUADED ELISSAEUS, AND HE WENT AWAY WITH THEM. AND THEY SOUGHT HIM THREE DAYS, AND DID NOT FIND HIM; AND THEY KNEW HE HAD BEEN TAKEN UP. AND NOW LISTEN TO ME, AND LET US SEND INTO EVERY DISTRICT OF ISRAEL, AND SEE LEST PERCHANCE CHRIST HAS BEEN TAKEN UP BY A SPIRIT, AND THROWN UPON ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS? AND THIS PROPOSAL PLEASED ALL. AND THEY SENT INTO EVERY DISTRICT OF ISRAEL, AND SOUGHT JESUS, AND DID NOT FIND HIM; BUT THEY FOUND JOSEPH IN ARIMATHAEA, AND NO ONE DARED TO LAY HANDS ON HIM. AND THEY REPORTED TO THE ELDERS, AND THE PRIESTS, AND THE LEVITES: WE HAVE GONE [A] ROUND TO EVERY DISTRICT OF ISRAEL, AND HAVE NOT FOUND JESUS; BUT JOSEPH WE HAVE FOUND IN ARIMATHAEA. AND HEARING ABOUT JOSEPH, THEY WERE GLAD, AND GAVE GLORY TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL. AND THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, HAVING HELD A COUNCIL AS TO THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY SHOULD MEET WITH JOSEPH, TOOK A PIECE OF PAPER, AND WROTE TO JOSEPH AS FOLLOWS: PEACE TO THEE! WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST GOD, AND AGAINST THEE; AND WE HAVE PRAYED TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL, THAT THOU SHOULDST DEIGN TO COME TO THY FATHERS, AND TO THY CHILDREN, BECAUSE WE HAVE ALL BEEN GRIEVED. FOR HAVING OPENED THE DOOR, WE DID NOT FIND THEE. AND WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE [SEXUALLY] COUNSELLED EVIL [SEXUAL] COUNSEL AGAINST THEE; BUT THE LORD HAS DEFENDED THEE, AND THE LORD HIMSELF HAS SCATTERED TO THE WINDS OUR [SEXUAL] COUNSEL AGAINST THEE, O HONOURABLE FATHER JOSEPH. AND THEY CHOSE FROM ALL ISRAEL SEVEN MEN, FRIENDS OF JOSEPH, WHOM ALSO JOSEPH HIMSELF WAS ACQUAINTED WITH; AND THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, SAY TO THEM: TAKE NOTICE: IF, AFTER RECEIVING OUR LETTER, HE READ IT, KNOW THAT HE WILL COME WITH YOU TO US; BUT IF HE DO NOT READ IT, KNOW THAT HE IS ILL-DISPOSED TOWARDS US. AND HAVING SALUTED HIM IN PEACE, RETURN TO US. AND HAVING BLESSED THE MEN, THEY DISMISSED THEM. AND THE MEN CAME TO JOSEPH, AND DID REVERENCE TO HIM, AND SAID TO HIM: PEACE TO THEE! AND HE SAID: PEACE TO YOU, AND TO ALL THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL! AND THEY GAVE HIM THE ROLL OF THE LETTER. AND JOSEPH HAVING RECEIVED IT, READ THE LETTER AND ROLLED IT UP, AND BLESSED GOD, AND SAID: BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD, WHO HAS DELIVERED ISRAEL, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT SHED INNOCENT BLOOD; AND BLESSED BE THE LORD, WHO SENT OUT HIS ANGEL, AND COVERED ME UNDER HIS WINGS. AND HE SET A TABLE FOR THEM; AND THEY ATE AND DRANK, AND SLEPT THERE. AND THEY ROSE UP EARLY, AND PRAYED. AND JOSEPH SADDLED HIS ASS, AND SET OUT WITH THE MEN; AND THEY CAME TO THE HOLY CITY JERUSALEM. AND ALL THE PEOPLE MET JOSEPH, AND CRIED OUT: PEACE TO THEE IN THY COMING IN! AND HE SAID TO ALL THE PEOPLE: PEACE TO YOU! AND HE KISSED THEM. AND THE PEOPLE PRAYED WITH JOSEPH, AND THEY WERE ASTONISHED AT THE SIGHT OF HIM. AND NICODEMUS RECEIVED HIM INTO HIS HOUSE, AND MADE A GREAT FEAST, AND CALLED ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, AND THE ELDERS, AND THE PRIESTS, AND THE LEVITES TO HIS HOUSE. AND THEY REJOICED, EATING AND DRINKING WITH JOSEPH; AND AFTER SINGING HYMNS, EACH PROCEEDED TO HIS OWN HOUSE. BUT JOSEPH REMAINED IN THE HOUSE OF NICODEMUS. AND ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, WHICH WAS THE PREPARATION, THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES WENT EARLY TO THE HOUSE OF NICODEMUS; AND NICODEMUS MET THEM, AND SAID: PEACE TO YOU! AND THEY SAID: PEACE TO THEE, AND TO JOSEPH, AND TO ALL THY HOUSE, AND TO ALL THE HOUSE OF JOSEPH! AND HE BROUGHT THEM INTO HIS HOUSE. AND ALL THE SANHEDRIN SAT DOWN, AND JOSEPH SAT DOWN BETWEEN ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS: AND NO ONE DARED TO SAY A WORD TO HIM. AND JOSEPH SAID: WHY HAVE YOU CALLED ME? AND THEY SIGNALLED TO NICODEMUS TO SPEAK TO JOSEPH. AND NICODEMUS, OPENING HIS MOUTH, SAID TO JOSEPH: FATHER, THOU KNOWEST THAT THE HONOURABLE TEACHERS, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, SEE TO LEARN A WORD FROM THEE. AND JOSEPH SAID: ASK. AND ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS HAVING TAKEN THE [SEXLESS] LAW, MADE JOSEPH SWEAR, SAYING: GIVE GLORY TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL, AND GIVE HIM CONFESSION; FOR ACHAR BEING MADE TO SWEAR BY THE PROPHET JESUS, DID NOT FORSWEAR HIMSELF, BUT DECLARED UNTO HIM ALL, AND DID NOT HIDE A WORD FROM HIM. DO THOU ALSO ACCORDINGLY NOT HIDE FROM US TO THE EXTENT OF A WORD. AND JOSEPH SAID: I SHALL NOT HIDE FROM YOU ONE WORD. AND THEY SAID TO HIM: WITH GRIEF WAS WE GRIEVED BECAUSE THOU DIDST BEG THE BODY OF JESUS, AND WRAP IT IN CLEAN LINEN, AND LAY IT IN A TOMB. AND ON ACCOUNT OF THIS WE SECURED THEE IN A ROOM WHERE THERE WERE NO WINDOWS: AND WE PUT LOCKS AND SEALS UPON THE DOORS AND GUARDS KEPT WATCHING WHERE THOU WAST LOCKED IN AND, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK WE OPENED, AND FOUND THEE NOT, AND WERE GRIEVED EXCEEDINGLY; AND ASTONISHMENT FELL UPON ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD UNTIL YESTERDAY. AND NOW RELATE TO US WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO THEE. AND JOSEPH SAID: ON THE PREPARATION, ABOUT THE TENTH HOUR, YOU LOCKED ME UP, AND I REMAINED ALL THE SABBATH. AND AT MIDNIGHT, AS I WAS STANDING AND PRAYING, THE ROOM WHERE YOU LOCKED ME IN WAS HUNG UP BY THE FOUR CORNERS, AND I SAW A LIGHT LIKE LIGHTNING INTO MY EYES. AND I WAS AFRAID, AND FELL TO THE GROUND. AND SOME ONE TOOK ME BY THE HAND, AND REMOVED ME FROM THE PLACE WHERE I HAD FALLEN; AND MOISTURE OF WATER WAS POURED FROM MY HEAD EVEN TO MY FEET, AND A SMELL OF PERFUMES CAME ABOUT MY NOSTRILS. AND HE WIPED MY FACE, AND KISSED ME, AND SAID TO ME, FEAR NOT, JOSEPH; OPEN THINE EYES, AND SEE WHO IT IS THAT SPEAKS TO THEE. AND LOOKING UP, I SAW JESUS. AND I TREMBLED AND [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT IT WAS A PHANTOM; AND I SAID THE COMMANDMENTS, AND HE SAID THEM WITH ME. EVEN SO YOU ARE NOT IGNORANT THAT A PHANTOM, IF IT, MEET ANYBODY, AND HEAR THE COMMANDMENTS, TAKES TO FLIGHT. AND SEEING THAT HE SAID THEM WITH THE, I SAID TO HIM, RABBI HELIAS. AND HE SAID TO ME, I AM NOT HELIAS. AND I SAID TO HIM, WHO ART THOU, MY LORD? AND HE SAID TO ME, I AM JESUS, WHOSE BODY THOU DIDST BEG FROM PILATE; AND THOU DIDST CLOTHE ME WITH CLEAN, LINEN. AND DIDST PUT A NAPKIN ON MY FACE, AND DIDST LAY ME IN THY NEW TOMB, AND DIDST ROLL A GREAT STONE TO THE DOOR OF THE TOMB. AND I SAID TO HIM THAT WAS SPEAKING TO ME, SHOW ME THE PLACE WHERE I LAID THEE. AND HE CARRIED ME AWAY, AND SHOWED ME THE PLACE WHERE I LAID HIM; AND THE LINEN CLOTH WAS LYING IN IT, AND THE NAPKIN FOR HIS FACE. AND I KNEW THAT IT WAS JESUS. AND HE TOOK ME BY THE HAND, AND PLACED ME, THOUGH THE DOORS WERE LOCKED, IN THE MIDDLE OF MY HOUSE, AND LED ME AWAY TO MY BED, AND SAID TO ME, PEACE TO THEE! AND HE KISSED ME, AND SAID TO ME, FOR FORTY DAYS GO NOT FORTH OUT OF THY HOUSE; FOR, BEHOLD, I GO TO MY BRETHREN INTO GALILEE.
CHAPTER 16
AND THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, WHEN THEY HEARD THESE WORDS FROM JOSEPH, BECAME AS DEAD, AND FELL TO THE GROUND, AND FASTED UNTIL THE NINTH HOUR. AND NICODEMUS, ALONG WITH JOSEPH, EXHORTED ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, SAYING: RISE UP AND STAND UPON YOUR FEET, AND TASTE BREAD, AND STRENGTHEN YOUR SOULS, BECAUSE TO-MORROW IS THE SABBATH OF THE LORD. AND THEY ROSE UP, AND PRAYED TO GOD, AND ATE AND DRANK, AND DEPARTED EVERY MAN TO HIS OWN HOUSE. AND ON THE SABBATH OUR TEACHERS AND THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES SAT QUESTIONING EACH OTHER, AND SAYING: WHAT IS THIS WRATH THAT HAS COME UPON US? FOR WE KNOW HIS FATHER AND MOTHER. LEVI, A TEACHER, SAYS: I KNOW THAT HIS PARENTS FEAR GOD, AND DO NOT WITHDRAW THEMSELVES FROM THE PRAYERS, AND GIVE THE TITHES THRICE A YEAR. AND WHEN JESUS WAS BORN, HIS PARENTS BROUGHT HIM TO THIS PLACE, AND GAVE SACRIFICES AND BURNT-OFFERINGS TO GOD. AND WHEN THE GREAT TEACHER SYMEON TOOK HIM INTO HIS ARMS, HE SAID, NOW THOU SENDEST AWAY THY SERVANT, LORD, ACCORDING TO THY WORD, IN PEACE; FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY SALVATION, WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED BEFORE THE FACE OF ALL THE PEOPLES: A LIGHT FOR THE REVELATION OF THE GENTILES, AND THE GLORY OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL. AND SYMEON BLESSED THEM, AND SAID TO MARY HIS MOTHER, I GIVE THEE GOOD NEWS ABOUT THIS CHILD. AND MARY SAID, IT IS WELL, MY LORD. AND SYMEON SAID TO HER, IT IS WELL; BEHOLD, HE LIES FOR THE FALL AND RISING AGAIN OF MANY IN ISRAEL, AND FOR A SIGN SPOKEN AGAINST; AND OF THEE THYSELF A SWORD SHALL GO THROUGH THE SOUL, IN ORDER THAT THE REASONING OF MANY HEARTS MAY BE REVEALED. THEY SAY TO THE TEACHER LEVI: HOW KNOWEST THOU THESE THINGS? LEVI SAYS TO THEM: DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT FROM HIM I LEARNED THE [SEXLESS] LAW? THE SANHEDRIN SAY TO HIM: WE WISH TO SEE THY FATHER. AND THEY SENT FOR HIS FATHER. AND THEY ASKED HIM; AND HE SAID TO THEM: WHY HAVE YOU NOT BELIEVED MY SON? THE BLESSED AND JUST SYMEON HIMSELF TAUGHT HIM THE [SEXLESS] LAW. THE SANHEDRIN SAYS TO RABBI LEVI: IS THE WORD THAT YOU HAVE SAID TRUE? AND HE SAID: IT IS TRUE. AND THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, SAID TO THEMSELVES: COME, LET US SEND INTO GALILEE TO THE THREE MEN THAT CAME AND TOLD ABOUT HIS TEACHING AND HIS TAKING UP, AND LET THEM TELL US HOW THEY SAW HIM TAKEN UP. AND THIS SAYING PLEASED ALL. AND THEY SENT AWAY THE THREE MEN WHO HAD ALREADY GONE AWAY INTO GALILEE WITH THEM; AND THEY SAY TO THEM: SAY TO RABBI ADAS, AND RABBI PHINEES, AND RABBI HAGGAI: PEACE TO YOU, AND ALL WHO ARE WITH YOU! A GREAT INQUIRY HAVING TAKEN PLACE IN TILE SANHEDRIN, WE HAVE BEEN SENT TO YOU TO CALL YOU TO THIS HOLY PLACE, JERUSALEM. AND THE MEN SET OUT INTO GALILEE, AND FOUND THEM SITTING AND CONSIDERING THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND THEY SALUTED THEM IN PEACE. AND THE MEN WHO WERE IN GALILEE SAID TO THOSE WHO HAD COME TO THEM: PEACE UPON ALL ISRAEL! AND THEY SAID: PEACE TO YOU! AND THEY AGAIN SAID TO THEM: WHY HAVE YOU COME? AND THOSE WHO HAD BEEN SENT SAID: THE SANHEDRIN CALL YOU TO THE HOLY CITY JERUSALEM. AND WHEN THE MEN HEARD THAT THEY WERE SOUGHT BY THE SANHEDRIN, THEY PRAYED TO GOD, AND RECLINED WITH THE MEN, AND ATE AND DRANK, AND ROSE UP, AND SET OUT IN PEACE TO JERUSALEM. AND ON THE FOLLOWING DAY THE SANHEDRIN SAT IN THE SYNAGOGUE, AND ASKED THEM, SAYING: DID YOU REALLY SEE JESUS SITTING ON THE MOUNTAIN MAMILCH TEACHING HIS ELEVEN DISCIPLES, AND DID YOU SEE HIM TAKEN UP? AND THE MEN ANSWERED THEM, AND SAID: AS WE SAW HIM TAKEN UP, SO ALSO, WE SAID. ANNAS SAYS: TAKE THEM AWAY FROM ONE ANOTHER, AND LET US SEE WHETHER THEIR ACCOUNT AGREES. AND THEY TOOK THEM AWAY FROM ONE ANOTHER. AND FIRST THEY CALL ADAS, AND SAY TO HIM: HOW DIDST THOU SEE JESUS TAKEN UP? ADAS SAYS: WHILE HE WAS YET SITTING ON THE MOUNTAIN MAMILCH, AND TEACHING HIS DISCIPLES, WE SAW A CLOUD OVERSHADOWING BOTH HIM AND HIS DISCIPLES. AND THE CLOUD TOOK HIM UP INTO HEAVEN, AND HIS DISCIPLES LAY UPON THEIR FACE UPON THE EARTH. AND THEY CALL PHINEES THE PRIEST, AND ASK HIM ALSO, SAYING: HOW DIDST THOU SEE JESUS TAKEN UP? AND HE SPOKE IN LIKE MANNER. AND THEY AGAIN ASKED HAGGAI, AND HE SPOKE IN LIKE MANNER. AND THE SANHEDRIN SAID: THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES HOLDS: AT THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE EVERY WORD SHALL BE ESTABLISHED. BUTHEM, A TEACHER, SAYS: IT IS WRITTEN IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD, AND IS NOT, BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM. JAIRUS, A READIER, SAID: AND THE DEATH OF HOLY MOSES WE HAVE HEARD OF, AND HAVE NOT SEEN IT; FOR IT IS WRITTEN IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD, AND MOSES DIED FROM THE MOUTH OF THE LORD, AND NO MAN KNOWETH OF HIS SEPULCHRE UNTO THIS DAY. AND RABBI LEVI SAID: WHY DID RABBI SYMEON SAY, WHEN HE SAW JESUS, "BEHOLD, HE LIES FOR THE FALL AND RISING AGAIN OF MANY IN ISRAEL, AND FOR A SIGN SPOKEN AGAINST?" AND RABBI ISAAC SAID: IT IS WRITTEN IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE THY FACE, WHO SHALL GO BEFORE THEE TO KEEP THEE IN EVERY GOOD WAY, BECAUSE MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HAS BEEN CALLED UPON HIM. THEN ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SAID: RIGHTLY HAVE YOU SAID WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES, THAT NO ONE SAW THE DEATH OF ENOCH, AND NO ONE HAS NAMED THE DEATH OF MOSES; HUT JESUS WAS TRIED BEFORE PILATE, AND WE SAW HIM RECEIVING BLOWS AND SPITTINGS ON HIS FACE, AND THE SOLDIERS PUT ABOUT HIM A CROWN OF THORNS, AND HE WAS SCOURGED, AND RECEIVED SENTENCE FROM PILATE, AND WAS CRUCIFIED UPON THE CRANIUM, AND TWO ROBBERS WITH HIM; AND THEY GAVE HIM TO DRINK VINEGAR WITH GALL, AND LONGINUS THE SOLDIER PIERCED HIS SIDE WITH A SPEAR; AND JOSEPH OUR HONOURABLE FATHER BEGGED HIS BODY, AND, AS HE SAYS, HE IS RISEN; AND AS THE THREE TEACHERS SAY, WE SAW HIM TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN; AND RABBI LEVI HAS GIVEN EVIDENCE OF WHAT WAS SAID BY RABBI SYMEON, AND THAT HE SAID, BEHOLD, HE LIES FOR THE FALL AND RISING AGAIN OF MANY IN ISRAEL, AND FOR A SIGN SPOKEN AGAINST. AND ALL THE TEACHERS SAID TO ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD: IF THIS WAS FROM THE LORD, AND IS WONDERFUL IN YOUR EYES, KNOWING YOU SHALL KNOW, O HOUSE OF JACOB, THAT IT IS WRITTEN, CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGETH UPON A TREE. AND ANOTHER [HOLY] SCRIPTURE TEACHES: THE GODS WHICH HAVE NOT MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH SHALL BE DESTROYED. AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SAID TO EACH OTHER: IF HIS MEMORIAL BE UNTIL THE YEAR THAT IS CALLED JOBEL, KNOW THAT IT SHALL IT ENDURE FOR EVER, AND HE HATH RAISED FOR HIMSELF A NEW PEOPLE. THEN THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, ANNOUNCED TO ALL ISRAEL, SAYING: CURSED IS THAT MAN WHO SHALL WORSHIP THE WORK OF MAN'S HAND, AND CURSED IS THE MAN WHO SHALL WORSHIP THE CREATURES MORE THAN THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND ALL THE PEOPLE SAID, AMEN, AMEN. AND ALL THE PEOPLE PRAISED THE LORD, AND SAID: BLESSED IS THE LORD, WHO HATH GIVEN REST TO HIS PEOPLE ISRAEL, ACCORDING TO ALL THAT HE HATH SPOKEN; THERE HATH NOT FALLEN ONE WORD OF EVERY GOOD WORD OF HIS THAT HE SPOKE TO MOSES HIS SERVANT. MAY THE LORD OUR GOD BE WITH US, AS HE WAS WITH OUR FATHERS: LET HIM NOT DESTROY US. AND LET HIM NOT DESTROY US, THAT WE MAY INCLINE OUR HEARTS TO HIM, THAT WE MAY WALK IN ALL HIS WAYS, THAT WE MAY KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS AND HIS JUDGMENTS WHICH HE COMMANDED TO OUR FATHERS. AND THE LORD SHALL BE FOR A KING OVER ALL THE EARTH IN THAT DAY; AND THERE SHALL HE ONE LORD, AND HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ONE. THE LORD IS OUR KING: HE SHALL SAVE US. THERE IS NONE LIKE THEE, O LORD. GREAT ART THOU, O LORD, AND GREAT IS THY NAME. BY THY POWER HEAL US. O LORD, AND WE SHALL BE HEALED: SAVE US, O LORD, AND WE SHALL BE SAVED; BECAUSE WE ARE THY LOT AND HERITAGE. AND THE LORD WILL NOT LEAVE HIS PEOPLE, FOR HIS GREAT NAME'S SAKE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; FOR THE LORD HAS BEGUN TO MAKE US INTO HIS PEOPLE. AND ALL, HAVING SUNG PRAISES, WENT AWAY EACH MAN TO HIS OWN HOUSE, GLORIFYING GOD; FOR HIS IS THE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN. 
SECOND GREEK FORM
[bookmark: P6748_2037136]THE JEW ACCORDINGLY DID THIS, AND DELIVERED IT TO NICODEMUS; AND HE, AGAIN, TRANSLATED IT FROM THE HEBREW WRITING INTO THE ROMAIC LANGUAGE. AND THE ACCOUNT IS AS FOLLOWS:
CHAPTER 1
[bookmark: P6758_2041703]OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HAVING WROUGHT IN JUDAEA MANY AND GREAT AND EXTRAORDINARY MIRACLES, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THIS BEING HATED BY THE HEBREWS, WHILE PILATE WAS PROCURATOR IN JERUSALEM, AND ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS HIGH PRIESTS, THERE CAME OF THE JEWS TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS, JUDAS, LEVI, NEPHTHALIM, ALEXANDER, SYRUS, AND MANY OTHERS, SPEAKING AGAINST CHRIST. AND THESE CHIEF PRIESTS SENT THEM AWAY TO SAY THESE THINGS TO PILATE ALSO. AND THEY WENT AWAY, AND SAID TO HIM: A MAN WALKS ABOUT IN THIS CITY WHOSE FATHER IS CALLED JOSEPH, AND HIS MOTHER MARY; AND HE CALLS HIMSELF KING AND SON OF GOD; AND BEING A JEW, HE OVERTURNS THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURES, AND DOES AWAY WITH THE SABBATH. PILATE THEN ASKED, IN ORDER TO LEARN FROM THEM IN WHAT MANNER LIE DID AWAY WITH THE SABBATH. AND THEY ANSWERED, SAYING: HE CURES TILE SICK ON THE SABBATH. PILATE SAYS: IF HE MAKES THE SICK WHOLE, HE DOES NO EVIL. THEY SAY TO HIM: IF HE EFFECTED THE CURES PROPERLY, SMALL WOULD BE THE EVIL; BUT BY USING MAGIC HE DOES THESE THINGS, AND BY HAVING THE DEMONS ON HIS SIDE. PILATE SAYS: TO CURE A PERSON THAT IS ILL IS NOT A DIABOLIC WORK, BUT A GRACE FROM GOD. THE HEBREWS SAID: WE BESEECH YOUR HIGHNESS TO SUMMON HIM, IN ORDER THAT THOU MAYST MAKE ACCURATE INQUIRY INTO WHAT WE SAY. PILATE THEREFORE, THROWING OFF HIS CLOAK, GAVE IT TO ONE OF HIS OFFICERS, SAYING: GO AWAY, AND SHOW THIS TO JESUS, AND SAY TO HIM, PILATE THE PROCURATOR CALLS THEE TO COME BEFORE HIM. THE OFFICER ACCORDINGLY WENT AWAY, AND FINDING JESUS, SUMMONED HIM, HAVING UNFOLDED ON THE GROUND ALSO PILATE'S MANTLE, AND URGED HIM TO WALK UPON IT. AND THE HEBREWS, SEEING THIS, AND BEING GREATLY ENRAGED, CAME TO PILATE, MURMURING AGAINST HIM, HOW HE HAD DEEMED JESUS WORTHY OF SO GREAT HONOUR. AND HE, HAVING INQUIRED OF THE OFFICER WHO HAD BEEN SENT HOW HE HAD DONE SO, THE OFFICER ANSWERED: WHEN THOU DIDST SEND ME TO THE JEW ALEXANDER, I CAME UPON JESUS ENTERING THE GATE OF THE CITY, SITTING UPON AN ASS. AND I SAW THAT THE HEBREWS SPREAD THEIR GARMENTS IN THE WAY, AND THE ASS WALKED UPON THE GARMENTS; AND OTHERS CUT BRANCHES, AND THEY WENT FORTH TO MEET HIM, AND CRIED OUT, HOSANNA IN THE [MOST] HIGHEST! THUS, THEREFORE, IT WAS NECESSARY FOR ME ALSO TO DO. THE JEWS, HEARING THESE WORDS, SAID TO HIM: HOW DIDST THOU, BEING A ROMAN, KNOW WHAT WAS SAID BY THE HEBREWS? THE OFFICER ANSWERED: I ASKED ONE OF THE HEBREWS, AND HE TOLD THESE THINGS. PILATE SAID: WHAT MEANS HOSANNA? THE JEWS SAID: SAVE US, O LORD. PILATE ANSWERED: SINCE YOU CONFESS THAT YOUR CHILDREN SAID SO, HOW NOW DO YOU BRING CHARGES, AND SAY AGAINST JESUS WHAT YOU DO SAY? THE JEWS WERE SILENT, AND HAD NOTHING TO ANSWER. NOW, AS JESUS WAS COMING TO PILATE, THE SOLDIERS OF PILATE ADORED HIM. AND OTHERS ALSO WERE STANDING BEFORE PILATE HOLDING STANDARDS. AND AS JESUS WAS COMING, THE STANDARDS ALSO BOWED DOWN, AND ADORED HIM. AS PILATE, THEREFORE, WAS WONDERING AT WHAT HAD HAPPENED, THE JEWS SAID TO HIM: MY LORD, IT WAS NOT THE STANDARDS THAT ADORED JESUS, BUT THE SOLDIERS WHO WERE HOLDING THEM CARELESSLY. PILATE SAYS TO THE RULER OF THE SYNAGOGUE: CHOOSE TWELVE POWERFUL MEN, AND GIVE THEM THE STANDARDS, SO THAT THEY MAY HOLD THEM FIRMLY. AND THIS HAVING TAKEN PLACE, PILATE ORDERED THE OFFICER TO TAKE JESUS OUTSIDE, AND BRING HIM IN AGAIN. AND AS HE WAS COMING IN, THE STANDARDS AGAIN BOWED DOWN, AND ADORED HIM. PILATE THEREFORE WONDERED GREATLY. BUT THE JEWS SAID: HE IS A MAGICIAN, AND THROUGH THAT HE DOES THESE THINGS.
CHAPTER 2
[bookmark: P6768_2044098]PILATE SAYS TO JESUS: HEAREST THOU WHAT THESE TESTIFY AGAINST THEE, AND ANSWEREST THOU NOT? AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID: EVERY MAN HAS POWER TO SPEAK EITHER GOOD OR BAD, AS HE WISHES; THESE ALSO, THEREFORE, HAVING POWER, SAY WHAT THEY WISH. THE JEWS SAID TO HIM: WHAT HAVE WE TO SAY ABOUT THEE? FIRST, THAT THOU WAST BEGOTTEN FROM [SEXUAL] SIN; SECOND, THAT ON ACCOUNT OF THEE, WHEN THOU WAST BORN, THE INFANTS WERE MURDERED; THIRD, THAT THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER FLED INTO EGYPT, BECAUSE THEY HAD NO CONFIDENCE IN THE PEOPLE. TO THESE THE JEWS WHO WERE THERE PRESENT, GOD-FEARING MEN, ANSWERED AND SAID: WE SAY THAT HIS BIRTH IS NOT FROM [SEXUAL] SIN; FOR WE KNOW THAT JOSEPH RECEIVED INTO KEEPING HIS MOTHER MARY, ACCORDING TO THE PRACTICE OF BETROTHAL. PILATE SAID: CONSEQUENTLY, YOU LIE WHO SAY THAT HIS BIRTH IS FROM [SEXUAL] SIN. THEY SAY AGAIN TO PILATE: ALL THE PEOPLE TESTIFY THAT HE IS A MAGICIAN. THE GOD-FEARING JEWS ANSWERED AND SAID: WE ALSO WERE AT THE BETROTHAL OF HIS MOTHER, AND WE ARE JEWS, AND KNOW ALL HIS DAILY LIFE; BUT THAT HE IS A MAGICIAN, THAT WE DO NOT KNOW. AND THE JEWS THAT THUS SAID WERE THESE: LAZARUS, ASTHARIUS, ANTONIUS, JAMES, ZARAS, SAMUEL, ISAAC, PHINEES, CRISPUS, DAGRIPPUS, AMESE, AND JUDAS. PILATE THEREFORE SAYS TO THEM: BY THE LIFE OF CAESAR, I WISH YOU TO SWEAR WHETHER THE BIRTH OF THIS MAN IS WITHOUT [SEXUAL] SIN. THEY ANSWERED: OUR [SEXLESS] LAW LAYS DOWN THAT WE ARE TO SWEAR NOT AT ALL, BECAUSE AN OATH IS GREAT [SEXUAL] SIN. NOTWITHSTANDING, BY THE LIFE OF CAESAR WE SWEAR THAT HIS BIRTH IS WITHOUT [SEXUAL] SIN; AND IF WE LIE, ORDER US ALL TO BE BEHEADED. AND WHEN THEY HAD THINS SPOKEN, THE JEWS THAT WERE BRINGING THE CHARGE ANSWERED PILATE, AND SAID: AND DOST THOU BELIEVE THESE TWELVE SINGLE JEWS MORE THAN ALL THE MULTITUDE AND US, WHO KNOW FOR CERTAIN THAT HE IS A MAGICIAN AND BLASPHEMER, AND THAT HE NAMES HIMSELF SON OF GOD? THEN PILATE ORDERED THEM ALL TO GO FORTH OUT OF THE PRAETORIUM EXCEPT THE SAID TWELVE ALONE. AND WHEN THIS HAD BEEN DONE, PILATE SAYS TO THEM PRIVATELY: AS TO THIS MAN, IT APPEARS THAT FROM ENVY AND MADNESS THE JEWS WISH TO MURDER HIM: FOR OF ONE THING-THAT HE DOES AWAY WITH THE SABBATH-THEY ACCUSE HIM; BUT HE THEN DOES A GOOD WORK, BECAUSE HE CURES THE SICK. FOR THIS, SENTENCE OF DEATH IS NOT UPON THE MAN. THE TWELVE ALSO SAY TO HIM: ASSUREDLY, MY LORD, IT IS SO.
CHAPTER 3
[bookmark: P6774_2045653]PILATE THEREFORE WENT OUTSIDE IN RAGE AND ANGER, AND SAYS TO ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, AND TO THE CROWD WHO BROUGHT JESUS: I TAKE THE SUN TO WITNESS THAT I FIND NO FAULT IN THIS MAN. THE CROWD ANSWERED: IF HE WERE NOT A SORCERER, AND A MAGICIAN, AND A BLASPHEMER, WE SHOULD NOT HAVE BROUGHT HIM TO YOUR HIGHNESS. PILATE SAID: TRY HIM YOURSELVES; AND SINCE YOU HAVE A [SEXLESS] LAW, DO AS YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW SAYS. THE JEWS SAID: OUR [SEXLESS] LAW PERMITS TO PUT NO MAN TO DEATH. PILATE SAYS: IF YOU ARE UNWILLING TO PUT HIM TO DEATH, HOW MUCH MORE AM I! THEN PILATE RETURNED TO THE PALACE, AND SAYS TO JESUS: TELL ME, ART THOU THE KING OF THE JEWS? JESUS ANSWERED: DOST THOU SAY THIS, OR HAVE THE OTHER JEWS SAID THIS TO THEE, THAT THOU MIGHTST QUESTION ME? PILATE SAID: THOU DOST NOT [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT I AM A HEBREW? I AM NOT A HEBREW. THY PEOPLE AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS HAVE DELIVERED THEE INTO MY HANDS; AND TELL ME IF THOU ART KING OF THE JEWS? JESUS ANSWERED: MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD; FOR IF MY KINGDOM WERE IN THIS WORLD, MY SOLDIERS WOULD NOT BE UNCONCERNED AT MY BEING SEIZED: WHEREFORE MY KINGDOM IS NOT IN THIS WORLD. PILATE SAYS: BUT ART THOU A KING? JESUS SAID: THOU HAST SAID: FOR THIS WAS I BORN, TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE TRUTH; AND IF ANY ONE BE A MAN OF THE TRUTH, HE BELIEVES MY WORD, AND DOES IT. PILATE SAYS: WHAT IS THE TRUTH? JESUS ANSWERED: THE TRUTH IS FROM THE HEAVENS. PILATE SAYS: ON EARTH, THEN, IS THERE NO TRUTH? CHRIST SAYS: I AM THE TRUTH; AND HOW IS THE TRUTH JUDGED ON EARTH BY THOSE THAT HAVE EARTHLY POWER!
CHAPTER 4
[bookmark: P6785_2048163]PILATE THEREFORE, LEAVING CHRIST ALONE, WENT OUTSIDE, AND SAYS TO THE JEWS: I FIND NO FAULT IN THIS MAN. THE JEWS ANSWERED: LET US TELL YOUR HIGHNESS WHAT HE SAID. HE SAID, I AM ABLE TO DESTROY THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND IN THREE DAYS TO BUILD IT. PILATE SAYS: AND WHAT TEMPLE DID HE SAY THAT HE WAS TO DESTROY? THE HEBREWS SAY: THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON, WHICH SOLOMON BUILT IN FORTY-SIX YEARS. PILATE SAYS PRIVATELY TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES AND THE PHARISEES: I ENTREAT YOU, DO NOTHING EVIL AGAINST THIS MAN; FOR IF YOU DO EVIL AGAINST HIM, YOU WILL DO UNJUSTLY: FOR IT IS NOT JUST THAT SUCH A MAN SHOULD DIE, WHO HAS DONE GREAT GOOD TO MANY MEN. THEY SAID TO PILATE: IF, MY LORD, HE WHO HAS DISHONOURED CAESAR IS WORTHY OF DEATH, HOW MUCH MORE THIS MAN WHO DISHONOURS GOD! THEN PILATE DISMISSED THEM, AND THEY ALL WENT OUTSIDE. THEREUPON HE SAYS TO JESUS: DOST THOU WISH THAT I SHALL DO TO THEE? JESUS SAYS TO PILATE: DO TO ME AS IS DETERMINED. PILATE SAYS: HOW IS IT DETERMINED? JESUS ANSWERED: MOSES AND THE PROPHETS WROTE ABOUT ME BEING CRUCIFIED, AND RISING AGAIN. THE HEBREWS, HEARING THIS, SAID TO PILATE: WHY DO YOU SEEK TO HEAR A GREATER INSULT OUT OF HIM AGAINST GOD? PILATE SAYS: THESE WORDS ARE NOT AN INSULT AGAINST GOD, SINCE THEY ARE WRITTEN IN THE BOOKS OF THE PROPHETS. THE HEBREWS SAID: OUR [HOLY] SCRIPTURE SAYS, IF A [SEXUAL] MAN [SEXUALLY] OFFEND AGAINST A [SEXLESS] MAN, THAT IS TO SAY, IF HE, [SEXUALLY] INSULT HIM, HE IS WORTHY TO RECEIVE FORTY STROKES WITH A ROD; BUT IF ANY ONE [SEXUALLY] INSULTS GOD, TO BE STONED. THEN CAME A MESSENGER FROM PROCLE, THE WIFE OF PILATE, TO HIM; AND THE MESSAGE SAID: TAKE CARE THAT THOU DO NOT AGREE THAT ANY EVIL SHOULD HAPPEN TO JESUS THE GOOD MAN; BECAUSE DURING THIS NIGHT I HAVE SEEN FEARFUL DREAMS ON ACCOUNT OF HIM. AND PILATE SPOKE TO THE HEBREWS, SAYING: IF YOU HOLD AS INSULT AGAINST GOD THE WORDS WHICH YOU DECLARE JESUS TO HAVE SPOKEN, TAKE AND JUDGE HIM YOURSELVES ACCORDING TO YOUR [SEXUAL] LAW. THE JEWS SAID TO PILATE: WE WISH THAT YOU SHOULD CRUCIFY HIM. PILATE SAYS: THIS IS NOT GOOD. AND PILATE, TURNING TOWARDS THE PEOPLE, SAW MANY WEEPING, AND SAID: TO ME IT SEEMS THAT IT IS NOT THE WISH OF ALL THE PEOPLE THAT THIS MAN SHOULD DIE. THE PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES SAY: WE ON THIS ACCOUNT HAVE BROUGHT ALL THE PEOPLE, THAT THOU MIGHTST HAVE FULL CONVICTION THAT ALL WISH HIS DEATH. PILATE SAYS: FOR WHAT EVIL HATH HE DONE? THE HEBREWS SAID: HE SAYS THAT HE IS A KING, AND THE SON OF GOD.
CHAPTER 5
[bookmark: P6791_2049428]A GOD-FEARING JEW, THEREFORE, NICODEMUS BY NAME, STOOD UP IN THE MIDST, AND SAID TO PILATE: I ENTREAT YOUR HIGHNESS TO PERMIT ME TO SAY A FEW WORDS. SAY ON, SAID PILATE. NICODEMUS SAYS: I, BEING PRESENT IN THE SYNAGOGUE, SAID TO THE PRIESTS, AND THE LEVITES, AND THE SCRIBES, AND THE PEOPLE, WHAT HAVE YOU TO SAY AGAINST THIS MAN? THIS MAN DOES MANY MIRACLES, SUCH AS MAN HAS NEVER YET DONE NOR WILL DO. LET HIM GO, THEREFORE; AND IF INDEED WHAT HE DOES BE FROM GOD, IT WILL STAND; BUT IF FROM MAN, IT WILL BE DESTROYED. JUST AS HAPPENED ALSO WHEN GOD SENT MOSES INTO EGYPT, AND PHAROAH KING OF EGYPT TOLD HIM TO DO A MIRACLE, AND HE DID IT. THEN PHAROAH HAD ALSO TWO MAGICIANS, JANNES AND JAMBRES; AND THEY ALSO DID MIRACLES BY THE USE OF MAGIC ART, BUT NOT SUCH AS MOSES DID. AND THE EGYPTIANS HELD THESE MAGICIANS TO BE GODS; BUT BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT FROM GOD, WHAT THEY DID WAS DESTROYED. THIS JESUS, THEN, RAISED UP LAZARUS, AND HE IS ALIVE. ON THIS ACCOUNT I ENTREAT THEE, MY LORD, BY NO MEANS TO ALLOW THIS MAN TO BE PUT TO DEATH. THE HEBREWS WERE ENRAGED AGAINST NICODEMUS, AND SAID: MAYST THOU RECEIVE THE TRUTH OF JESUS, AND HAVE A PORTION WITH HIM. NICODEMUS SAYS: AMEN, AMEN; BE IT TO ME AS YOU SAY.
CHAPTER 6
[bookmark: P6799_2050530]AND WHEN NICODEMUS HAD THUS SPOKEN, ANOTHER HEBREW ROSE UP, AND SAID TO PILATE: I BEG OF THEE, MY LORD PILATE, HEAR ME ALSO. PILATE ANSWERED: SAY WHAT THOU WISHEST. THE HEBREW SAYS: I LAY SICK IN BED THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS; AND WHEN HE SAW ME, HE WAS GRIEVED, AND SAID TO ME, RISE, TAKE UP THY COUCH, AND GO INTO THINE HOUSE. AND WHILE HE WAS SAYING THE WORD TO ME, I ROSE AND WALKED ABOUT. THE HEBREWS SAY: ASK HIM ON WHAT DAY OF THE WEEK THIS HAPPENED. HE SAYS: ON SABBATH. THE JEWS SAID: AND CONSEQUENTLY, WE SAY TRULY, THAT HE DOES NOT KEEP THE SABBATH. ANOTHER, AGAIN, STANDING IN THE MIDST, SAID: I WAS BORN BLIND; AND AS JESUS WAS GOING ALONG THE ROAD, I CRIED TO HIM, SAYING, HAVE MERCY UPON ME, LORD, THOU SON OF DAVID. AND HE TOOK CLAY, AND ANOINTED MINE EYES; AND STRAIGHT, WAY I RECEIVED MY SIGHT. ANOTHER SAID: I WAS CROOKED; AND SEEING HIM, I CRIED, HAVE MERCY UPON ME, O LORD. AND HE TOOK ME BY THE HAND, AND I WAS IMMEDIATELY RAISED. ANOTHER SAID: I WAS A LEPER, AND HE HEALED ME MERELY BY A WORD. 
CHAPTER 7
[bookmark: P6804_2050826]THERE WAS FOUND THERE ALSO A WOMAN NAMED VERONICA, AND SHE SAID: TWELVE YEARS I WAS IN AN ISSUE OF BLOOD, AND I ONLY TOUCHED THE EDGE OF HIS GARMENT, AND DIRECTLY I WAS CURED. THE JEWS SAY: OUR [SEXLESS] LAW DOES NOT ADMIT THE TESTIMONY OF A WOMAN. 
CHAPTER 8
[bookmark: P6808_2051274]OTHER MEN CRIED: THIS MAN IS A PROPHET, AND THE DEMONS ARE AFRAID OF HIM. PILATE SAYS: AND HOW WERE THE DEMONS NOT AT ALL THUS AFRAID OF YOUR PARENTS ALSO? THEY SAY: WE DO NOT KNOW. OTHERS, AGAIN, SAID: LAZARUS, AFTER HAVING BEEN FOUR DAYS IN THE TOMB, HE RAISED BY A SINGLE WORD. PILATE THEREFORE, HEARING OF THE RAISING OF LAZARUS, WAS AFRAID, AND SAID TO THE PEOPLE: WHY DO YOU WISH TO SHED THE BLOOD OF A JUST MAN? 
CHAPTER 9
[bookmark: P6823_2055614]THEN HE SUMMONED NICODEMUS AND THE TWELVE GOD-FEARING JEWS, AND SAID TO THEM: WHAT DO YOU SAY THAT I SHOULD DO? BECAUSE THE PEOPLE ARE IN COMMOTION THEY SAY: WE DO NOT KNOW: DO AS THOU WILT; BUT WHAT THE PEOPLE DO, THEY DO UNJUSTLY, IN ORDER TO KILL HIM. PILATE AGAIN WENT OUTSIDE, AND SAID TO THE PEOPLE: YOU KNOW THAT IN THE FEASTS OF UNLEAVENED BREAD IT IS CUSTOMARY THAT I FREE ON YOUR ACCOUNT ONE OF THE CRIMINALS KEPT IN CUSTODY. I HAVE, THEN, ONE MALEFACTOR IN THE PRISON, A ROBBER NAMED BARABBAS. I HAVE ALSO JESUS, WHO HAS NEVER DONE ANY EVIL. WHICH OF THE TWO, THEN, DO YOU WISH THAT I RELEASE TO YOU? THE PEOPLE ANSWERED: RELEASE TO US BARABBAS. PILATE SAYS: WHAT THEN SHALL I DO WITH JESUS? THEY SAY: LET HIM BE CRUCIFIED. AGAIN, OTHERS OF THEM CRIED OUT: IF THOU RELEASE JESUS, THOU ART NO FRIEND OF CAESAR, BECAUSE HE CALLS HIMSELF SON OF GOD, AND KING. AND IF THOU FREE HIM, HE BECOMES A KING, AND WILL TAKE CAESAR'S KINGDOM. PILATE THEREFORE WAS ENRAGED, AND SAID: ALWAYS HAS YOUR NATION BEEN DEVILISH AND UNBELIEVING; AND EVER HAVE YOU BEEN ADVERSARIES TO YOUR BENEFACTORS. THE HEBREWS SAY: AND WHO WERE OUR BENEFACTORS? PILATE SAYS: GOD, WHO FREED YOU OUT OF THE HAND OF PHARAOH, AND BROUGHT YON THROUGH THE RED SEA AS UPON DRY LAND, AND FED YOU WITH QUAILS, AND GAVE YOU WATER TO DRINK OUT OF THE DRY ROCK, AND WHO GAVE YOU A [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH, DENYING GOD YOU BROKE; AND IF MOSES HAD NOT STOOD AND ENTREATED GOD, YOU WOULD HAVE PERISHED BY A BITTER DEATH. ALL THESE, THEN, YOU HAVE FORGOTTEN. THUS ALSO, EVEN NOW, YOU SAY THAT I DO NOT AT ALL [SEXUALLY] LOVE CAESAR, BUT BATE HIM, AND WISH TO [SEXUAL] PLOT AGAINST HIS KINGDOM. AND HAVING THUS SPOKEN, PILATE ROSE UP FROM THE THRONE WITH ANGER, WISHING TO FLEE FROM THEM. THE JEWS THEREFORE CRIED OUT, SAYING: WE WISH CAESAR TO BE KING OVER US, NOT JESUS, BECAUSE JESUS RECEIVED GIFTS FROM THE MAGI. AND HEROD ALSO HEARD THIS-THAT THERE WAS GOING TO BE A KING-AND WISHED TO PUT HIM TO DEATH, AND FOR THIS [SEXUAL] PURPOSE SENT AND PUT TO DEATH ALL THE INFANTS THAT WERE IN BETHLEHEM. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT ALSO HIS FATHER JOSEPH AND IRIS MOTHER FLEET FROM FEAR OF HIM INTO EGYPT. SO, THEN PILATE, HEARING THIS, SILENCED ALL THE PEOPLE, AND SAID: THIS, THEN, IS THE JESUS WHOM HEROD THEN SOUGHT THAT HE MIGHT PUT HIM TO DEATH? THEY SAY TO HIM: YES. PILATE THEREFORE, HAVING ASCERTAINED THAT HE WAS OF THE JURISDICTION OF HEROD, AS BEING DERIVED OF THE RACE OF THE JEWS, SENT JESUS TO HIM. AND HEROD, SEEING HIM, REJOICED GREATLY, BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN LONG DESIRING TO SEE HIM, HEARING OF THE MIRACLES WHICH HE DID. HE PUT ON HIM, THEREFORE, WHITE GARMENTS. THEN HE BEGAN TO QUESTION HIM. BUT JESUS DID NOT GIVE HIM AN ANSWER. AND HEROD, WISHING TO SEE ALSO SOME MIRACLE OR OTHER DONE BY JESUS, AND NOT SEEING IT, AND ALSO BECAUSE HE DID NOT ANSWER HIM A SINGLE WORD, SENT HIM BACK AGAIN TO PILATE. PILATE. SEEING THIS, ORDERED HIS OFFICERS TO BRING WATER. WASHING, THEN, HIS BANDS WITH THE WATER, HE SAID TO THE PEOPLE: I AM INNOCENT OF THE BLOOD OF THIS GOOD MAN. SEE YON TO IT. THAT HE IS UNJUSTLY PUT TO DEATH, SINCE NEITHER I HAVE FOUND A FAULT IN HIM, NOR HEROD; FOR BECAUSE OF THIS HE HAS SENT HIM BACK AGAIN TO ME. THE JEWS SAID: HIS BLOOD BE UPON US, AND UPON OUR CHILDREN. THEN PILATE SAT DOWN UPON HIS THRONE TO PASS SENTENCE. HE GAVE ORDER, THEREFORE, AND JESUS CAME BEFORE HIM. AND THEY BROUGHT A CROWN OF THORNS, AND PUT IT ON HIS HEAD, AND A REED INTO HIS RIGHT HAND. THEN HE PASSED SENTENCE, AND SAID TO HIM: THY NATION SAYS, AND TESTIFIES AGAINST THEE, THAT THOU WISHEST TO BE A KING. THEREFORE, I DECREE THAT THEY SHALL BEAT THEE FIRST WITH A ROD FORTY STROKES, AS THE [SEXUAL] LAWS OF THE KINGS DECREE, AND THAT THEY SHALL MOCK THEE; AND FINALLY, THAT THEY SHALL CRUCIFY THEE. 
CHAPTER 10
[bookmark: P6841_2061610]THE SENTENCE TO THIS EFFECT, THEN, HAVING BEEN PASSED BY PILATE, THE JEWS BEGAN TO STRIKE JESUS, SOME WITH ROOTS, OTHERS WITH THEIR HANDS, OTHERS WITH THEIR FEET; SOME ALSO SPAT IN HIS FACE. IMMEDIATELY, THEREFORE, THEY GOT READY THE CROSS, AND GAVE IT TO HIM, AND FLEW TO TAKE THE ROAD. AND THUS, GOING ALONG, BEARING ALSO THE CROSS, HE CAME AS FAR AS THE GATE OF THE CITY OF JERUSALEM. BUT AS HE, FROM THE MANY BLOWS AND THE WEIGHT OF THE CROSS, WAS UNABLE TO WALK, THE JEWS, OUT OF THE EAGER [SEXUAL] DESIRE THEY HAD TO CRUCIFY HIM AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE, TOOK THE CROSS FROM HIM, AND GAVE IT TO A MAN THAT MET THEM, SIMON BY NAME, WHO HAD ALSO TWO SONS, ALEXANDER AND RUFUS. AND HE WAS FROM THE CITY OF CYRENE. THEY GAVE THE CROSS, THEN, TO HIM, NOT BECAUSE THEY PITIED JESUS, AND WISHED TO LIGHTEN HIM OF THE WEIGHT, BUT BECAUSE THEY EAGERLY [SEXUALLY] DESIRED, AS HAS BEEN SAID, TO PUT HIM TO DEATH MORE SPEEDILY. OF HIS DISCIPLES, THEREFORE, JOHN FOLLOWED HIM THERE. THEN HE CAME FLEEING TO THE MOTHER OF GOD. AND SAID TO HER: WHERE HAST THOU BEEN, THAT THOU HAST NOT COME TO SEE WHAT HAS HAPPENED? SHE ANSWERED: WHAT IS IT THAT HAS HAPPENED? JOHN SAYS: KNOW THAT THE JEWS HAVE LAID HOLD OF MY MASTER, AND ARE TAKING HIM AWAY TO CRUCIFY HIM. HEARING THIS, HIS MOTHER CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING: MY SON, MY SON, WHAT EVIL THEN HAST THOU DONE, THAT THEY ARE TAKING THEE AWAY TO CRUCIFY THEE? AND SHE ROSE UP AS IF BLINDED, AND GOES ALONG THE ROAD WEEPING. AND WOMEN FOLLOWED HER-MARTHA, AND MARY MAGDALENE, AND SALOME, AND OTHER VIRGINS. AND JOHN ALSO WAS WITH HER. WHEN, THEREFORE, THEY CAME TO THE MULTITUDE OF THE CROWD, THE MOTHER OF GOD SAYS TO JOHN: WHERE IS MY SON? JOHN SAYS: SEEST THOU HIM BEARING THE CROWN OF THORNS, AND HAVING HIS HANDS BOUND? AND THE MOTHER OF GOD, HEARING THIS, AND SEEING HIM, FAINTED, AND FELL BACKWARDS TO THE GROUND, AND LAY A CONSIDERABLE TIME. AND THE WOMEN, AS MANY AS FOLLOWED HER, STOOD ROUND HER, AND WEPT. AND AS SOON AS SHE REVIVED AND ROSE UP, SHE CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE: MY LORD, MY SON, WHERE HAS THE BEAUTY OF THY FORM SUNK? HOW SHALL I ENDURE TO SEE THEE SUFFERING SUCH THINGS? AND THUS SAYING, SHE TORE HER FACE WITH HER NAILS, AND BEAT HER BREAST. WHERE ARE THEY GONE, SAID SHE, THE GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS WHICH THOU DIDST IN JUDAEA? WHAT EVIL HAST THOU DONE TO THE JEWS? THE JEWS, THEN, SEEING HER THUS LAMENTING AND CRYING, CAME AND DROVE HER FROM THE ROAD; BUT SHE WOULD NOT FLEE, BUT REMAINED, SAYING: KILL ME FIRST, YE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS JEWS. THEN THEY GOT SAFE TO THE PLACE CALLED CRANIUM, WHICH WAS PAVED WITH STONE; AND THERE THE JEWS SET UP THE CROSS. THEN THEY STRIPPED JESUS, AND THE SOLDIERS TOOK HIS GARMENTS, AND DIVIDED THEM AMONG THEMSELVES; AND THEY PUT ON HIM A TATTERED ROBE OF SCARLET, AND RAISED HIM, AND DREW HIM UP ON THE CROSS AT THE SIXTH HOUR OF THE DAY. AFTER THIS THEY BROUGHT ALSO TWO ROBBERS, THE ONE ON HIS RIGHT, THE OTHER ON HIS LEFT. THEN THE MOTHER OF GOD, STANDING AND LOOKING, CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING: MY SON! MY SON: AND JESUS, TURNING TO HER, AND SEEING JOHN NEAR HER, AND WEEPING WITH THE REST OF THE WOMEN, SAID: BEHOLD THY SON! THEN HE SAYS ALSO TO JOHN: BEHOLD THY MOTHER! AND SHE WEPT MUCH, SAYING: FOR THIS I WEEP, MY SON, BECAUSE THOU SUFFEREST UNJUSTLY, BECAUSE THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS JEWS HAVE DELIVERED THEE TO A BITTER DEATH. WITHOUT THEE, MY SON, WHAT WILL BECOME OF ME? HOW SHALL I LIVE WITHOUT THEE? WHAT SORT OF LIFE SHALL I SPEND? WHERE ARE THY DISCIPLES, WHO BOASTED THAT THEY WOULD DIE WITH THEE? WHERE THOSE HEALED BY THEE? HOW HAS NO ONE BEEN FOUND TO HELP THEE? AND LOOKING TO THE CROSS, SHE SAID: BEND DOWN, O CROSS, THAT I MAY EMBRACE AND KISS MY SON, WHOM I SUCKLED AT THESE BREASTS AFTER A STRANGE MANNER, AS NOT HAVING KNOWN THAN. BEND DOWN, O CROSS; I WISH TO THROW MY ARMS ROUND MY SON. BEND DOWN, O CROSS, THAT I MAY BID FAREWELL TO MY SON LIKE A MOTHER. THE JEWS, HEARING THESE WORDS, CAME FORWARD, AND DROVE TO A DISTANCE BOTH HER AND THE WOMEN AND JOHN. THEN JESUS CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING: FATHER, [STEPHEN] LET NOT THIS [SEXUAL] SIN STAND AGAINST THEM; FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO. THEN HE SAYS: I THIRST. AND IMMEDIATELY THERE RAN ONE OF THE SOLDIERS, AND TOOK A SPONGE, AND FILLED IT WITH GALL AND VINEGAR MIXED, AND PUT IT ON A REED, AND GAVE JESUS TO DRINK. AND HAVING TASTED IT, HE WOULD NOT DRINK IT. AND THE JEWS STANDING AND LOOKING ON LAUGHED AT HIM, AND SAID: IF THOU TRULY SAYST THAT THOU ART THE SON OF GOD, COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS, AND IMMEDIATELY, THAT WE MAY BELIEVE IN THEE. OTHERS SAID MOCKING: OTHERS HE SAVED, OTHERS HE CURED, AND HE HEALED THE SICK, THE PARALYTIC, THE LEPERS, THE DEMONIACS, THE BLIND, THE LAME, THE DEAD; AND HIMSELF HE CANNOT CURE. IN THE SAME MANNER ALSO, THE ROBBER CRUCIFIED ON HIS LEFT HAND SAID TO HIM: IF THOU ART THE SON OF GOD, COME DOWN AND SAVE BOTH THYSELF AND US. HIS NAME WAS GISTAS. AND HE THAT WAS CRUCIFIED ON THE RIGHT, DYSMAS BY NAME, REPROVED THAT ROBBER, SAYING: O WRETCHED AND MISERABLE MAN, DOST THOU NOT FEAR GOD? WE SUFFER THE DUE PUNISHMENT OF WHAT WE HAVE DONE; BUT THIS MAN HAS DONE NO EVIL AT ALL. AND TURNING TO JESUS, HE SAYS TO HIM: LORD, WHEN THOU SHALT REIGN DO NOT FORGET ME. AND HE SAID TO HIM: TO-DAY, I TELL THEE TRUTH, I SHALL HAVE THEE IN PARADISE WITH ME. 
CHAPTER 11
[bookmark: P6858_2067830]THEN JESUS, CRYING OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, FATHER [STEPHEN], INTO THY HANDS I SHALL COMMIT MY SPIRIT, BREATHED HIS LAST. AND IMMEDIATELY ONE COULD SEE THE ROCKS RENT: FOR THERE WAS AN EARTHQUAKE OVER ALL THE EARTH; AND FROM THE EARTHQUAKE BEING VIOLENT AND GREAT, THE ROCKS ALSO WERE RENT. AND THE TOMBS OF THE DEAD WERE OPENED, AND THE CURTAIN OF THE TEMPLE WAS RENT, AND THERE WAS DARKNESS FROM THE SIXTH HOUR TILL THE NINTH. AND FROM ALL THESE THINGS THAT HAD HAPPENED THE JEWS WERE AFRAID, AND SAID: CERTAINLY, THIS WAS A JUST MAN. AND LONGINUS, THE CENTURION WHO STOOD BY, SAID: TRULY THIS WAS A SON OF GOD. OTHERS COMING AND SEEING HIM, BEAT THEIR BREASTS FROM FEAR, AND AGAIN TURNED BACK. AND THE CENTURION HAVING PERCEIVED ALL THESE SO GREAT MIRACLES, WENT AWAY AND REPORTED THEM TO PILATE. AND WHEN HE HEARD, HE WONDERED AND WAS ASTONISHED, AND FROM HIS FEAR AND GRIEF WOULD NEITHER EAT NOR DRINK THAT DAY. AND HE SENT NOTICE, AND ALL THE SANHEDRIN CAME TO HIM AS SOON AS THE DARKNESS WAS PAST; AND HE SAID TO THE PEOPLE: YOU KNOW HOW THE SUN HAS BEEN DARKENED; YOU KNOW HOW THE CURTAIN HAS BEEN RENT. CERTAINLY, I DID WELL IN BEING BY NO MEANS WILLING TO PUT TO DEATH THE GOOD MAN. AND THE MALEFACTORS SAID TO PILATE: THIS DARKNESS IS AN ECLIPSE OF THE SUN, SUCH AS HAS HAPPENED ALSO AT OTHER TIMES. THEN THEY SAY TO HIM: WE HOLD THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD TO-MORROW; AND WE ENTREAT THEE, SINCE THE CRUCIFIED ARE STILL BREATHING, THAT THEIR BONES BE BROKEN, AND THAT THEY BE BROUGHT DOWN. PILATE SAID: IT SHALL BE SO. HE THEREFORE SENT SOLDIERS, AND THEY FOUND THE TWO ROBBERS YET BREATHING, AND THEY BROKE THEIR LEGS; BUT FINDING JESUS DEAD, THEY DID NOT TOUCH HIM AT ALL, EXCEPT THAT A SOLDIER SPEARED HIM IN THE RIGHT SIDE, AND IMMEDIATELY THERE CAME FORTH BLOOD AND WATER. AND AS THE DAY OF THE PREPARATION WAS DRAWING TOWARDS EVENING, JOSEPH, A MAN WELL-BORN AND RICH, A GOD-FEARING JEW, FINDING NICODEMUS, WHOSE SENTIMENTS HIS FOREGOING SPEECH HAD SHOWN, SAYS TO HIM: I KNOW THAT THOU DIDST [SEXLESSLY] LOVE JESUS WHEN LIVING, AND DIDST GLADLY HEAR HIS WORDS, AND I SAW THEE FIGHTING WITH THE JEWS ON HIS ACCOUNT. IF THEN, IT, SEEM GOOD TO THEE, LET US GO TO PILATE, AND BEG THE BODY OF JESUS FOR BURIAL, BECAUSE IT IS A GREAT [SEXUAL] SIN FOR HIM TO LIE UNBURIED. I AM AFRAID, SAID NICODEMUS, LEST PILATE SHOULD BE ENRAGED, AND SOME EVIL SHOULD BEFALL ME. BUT IF THOU WILT GO ALONE, AND BEG THE DEAD, AND TAKE HIM, THEN WILL I ALSO GO WITH THEE, AND HELP THEE TO DO EVERYTHING NECESSARY FOR THE BURIAL. NICODEMUS HAVING THUS SPOKEN, JOSEPH DIRECTED HIS EYES TO HEAVEN, AND PRAYED THAT HE MIGHT NOT FAIL IN HIS REQUEST; AND HE WENT AWAY TO PILATE, AND HAVING SALUTED HIM, SAT DOWN. THEN HE SAYS TO HIM: I ENTREAT THEE, MY LORD, NOT TO BE ANGRY WITH ME, IF I SHALL ASK ANYTHING CONTRARY TO WHAT SEEMS GOOD TO YOUR HIGHNESS. AND HE SAID: AND WHAT IS IT THAT THOU ASKEST? JOSEPH SAYS: JESUS, THE GOOD MAN WHOM THROUGH HATRED THE JEWS HAVE TAKEN AWAY TO CRUCIFY, HIM I ENTREAT THAT THOU GIVE ME FOR BURIAL. PILATE SAYS: AND WHAT HAS HAPPENED, THAT WE SHOULD DELIVER TO BE HONOURED AGAIN THE DEAD BODY OF HIM AGAINST WHOM EVIDENCE OF SORCERY WAS BROUGHT BY HIS NATION, AND WHO WAS IN SUSPICION OF TAKING THE KINGDOM OF CAESAR, AND SO WAS GIVEN UP BY US TO DEATH? AND JOSEPH, WEEPING AND IN GREAT GRIEF, FELL AT THE FEET OF PILATE, SAYING: MY LORD, LET NO HATRED FALL UPON A DEAD MAN; FOR ALL THE EVIL THAT A MAN HAS DONE SHOULD PERISH WITH HIM IN HIS DEATH. AND I KNOW YOUR HIGHNESS, HOW EAGER THOU WAST THAT JESUS SHOULD NOT BE CRUCIFIED, AND HOW MUCH THOU SAIDST TO THE JEWS ON HIS BEHALF, NOW IN ENTREATY AND AGAIN IN ANGER, AND AT LAST HOW THOU DIDST WASH THY HANDS, AND DECLARE THAT THOU WOULDST BY NO MEANS TAKE PART WITH THOSE WHO WISHED HIM TO BE PUT TO DEATH; FOR ALL WHICH REASONS I ENTREAT THEE NOT TO REFUSE MY REQUEST. PILATE, THEREFORE, SEEING JOSEPH THUS LYING, AND SUPPLICATING, AND WEEPING, RAISED HIM UP, AND SAID: GO, I GRANT THEE THIS DEAD MAN; TAKE HIM, AND DO WHATEVER THOU WILT. AND THEN JOSEPH, HAVING THANKED PILATE, AND KISSED HIS HANDS AND HIS GARMENTS, WENT FORTH, REJOICING INDEED IN HEART AS HAVING OBTAINED HIS [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE, BUT CARRYING TEARS IN HIS EYES. THUS ALSO, THOUGH GRIEVED, HE WAS GLAD. ACCORDINGLY, HE GOES AWAY TO NICODEMUS, AND DISCLOSES TO HIM ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED. THEN, HAVING BOUGHT MYRRH AND ALOES A HUNDRED POUNDS, AND A NEW TOMB, THEY, ALONG WITH THE MOTHER OF GOD AND MARY MAGDALENE AND SALOME, ALONG WITH JOHN, AND THE REST OF THE WOMEN, DID WHAT WAS CUSTOMARY FOR THE BODY WITH WHITE LINEN, AND PLACED IT IN THE TOMB. AND THE MOTHER OF GOD SAID, WEEPING: HOW AM I NOT TO LAMENT THEE, MY SON? HOW SHOULD I NOT TEAR MY FACE WITH MY NAILS? THIS IS THAT, MY SON, WHICH SYMEON THE ELDER FORETOLD TO ME WHEN I BROUGHT THEE, AN INFANT OF FORTY DAYS OLD, INTO THE TEMPLE. THIS IS THE SWORD WHICH NOW GOES THROUGH MY SOUL. WHO SHALL PUT A STOP TO MY TEARS, MY SWEETEST SON? NO ONE AT ALL EXCEPT THYSELF ALONE, IF, AS THOU SAIDST, THOU SHALT RISE AGAIN IN THREE DAYS. MARY MAGDALENE SAID, WEEPING: HEAR, O PEOPLES, TRIBES, AND TONGUES, AND LEARN TO WHAT DEATH THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS JEWS HAVE DELIVERED HIM WHO DID THEM TEN THOUSAND GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS. HEAR, AND BE ASTONISHED. WHO WILL LET THESE THINGS BE HEARD BY ALL THE WORLD? I SHALL GO ALONE TO ROME, TO THE CAESAR. I SHALL SHOW HIM WHAT EVIL PILATE HATH DONE IN OBEYING THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS JEWS. LIKEWISE, ALSO, JOSEPH LAMENTED, SAYING: AH, ME! SWEETEST JESUS, MOST EXCELLENT OF MEN, IF INDEED IT BE PROPER TO CALL THEE MAN, WHO HAST WROUGHT SUCH MIRACLES AS NO MAN HAS EVER DONE. HOW SHALL I ENSHROUD THEE? HOW SHALL I ENTOMB THEE? THERE SHOULD NOW HAVE BEEN HERE THOSE WHOM THOU FEDST WITH A FEW LOAVES; FOR THUS SHOULD I NOT HAVE SEEMED TO FAIL IN WHAT IS DUE. THEN JOSEPH, ALONG WITH NICODEMUS, WENT HOME; AND LIKEWISE, ALSO THE MOTHER OF GOD, WITH THE WOMEN, JOHN ALSO BEING PRESENT WITH THEM.
CHAPTER 12
[bookmark: P6865_2069557]WHEN THE JEWS WERE MADE ACQUAINTED WITH THESE THINGS DONE BY JOSEPH AND NICODEMUS, THEY WERE GREATLY STIRRED UP AGAINST THEM. AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SENT FOR JOSEPH, AND SAID: WHY HAST THOU DONE THIS SERVICE TO JESUS? JOSEPH SAYS: I KNOW THAT JESUS WAS A MAN JUST, AND TRUE, AND GOOD IN ALL RESPECTS; AND I KNOW ALSO THAT YOU, THROUGH HATRED, MANAGED TO MURDER HIM: AND THEREFORE, I BURIED HIM. THEN THE HIGH PRIESTS WERE ENRAGED, AND LAID HOLD OF JOSEPH, AND THREW HIM INTO PRISON, AND SAID TO HIM: IF WE HAD NOT TO-MORROW THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, TOMORROW ALSO SHOULD WE HAVE PUT THEE, LIKE HIM, TO DEATH; BUT BEING KEPT IN THE MEANTIME, EARLY IN THE MORNING OF THE LORD'S DAY THOU SHALL BE GIVEN UP TO DEATH. THUS, THEY SPOKE, AND AFFIXED THEIR SEAL TO THE PRISON, HAVING SECURED IT BY FASTENINGS OF ALL SORTS. THUS, THEREFORE, WHEN THE PREPARATION WAS ENDED, EARLY ON THE SABBATH THE JEWS WENT AWAY TO PILATE, AND SAID TO HIM: MY LORD, THAT DECEIVER SAID, THAT AFTER THREE DAYS HE SHOULD RISE AGAIN. LEST, THEREFORE, HIS DISCIPLES SHOULD STEAL HIM BY NIGHT, AND LEAD THE PEOPLE ASTRAY BY SUCH DECEIT, ORDER HIS TOMB TO BE GUARDED. PILATE THEREFORE, UPON THIS, GAVE THEM FIVE HUNDRED SOLDIERS, WHO ALSO SAT ROUND THE SEPULCHRE SO AS TO GUARD IT, AFTER HAVING PUT SEALS UPON THE STONE OF THE TOMB. THE LORD'S DAY, THEN, HAVING DAWNED, THE CHIEF PRIESTS, ALONG WITH THE JEWS, CALLED A COUNCIL, AND SENT TO TAKE JOSEPH OUT OF THE PRISON, IN ORDER TO PUT HIM TO DEATH. BUT HAVING OPENED IT, THEY FOUND HIM NOT. AND THEY WERE ASTONISHED AT THIS-HOW, WITH THE DOORS SHUT, AND THE BOLTS SAFE, AND THE SEALS UNBROKEN, JOSEPH HAD DISAPPEARED.
CHAPTER 13
[bookmark: P6872_2071926]AND UPON THIS THERE CAME UP ONE OF THE SOLDIERS GUARDING THE TOMB, AND HE SAID IN THE SYNAGOGUE: LEARN THAT JESUS HAS RISEN. THE JEWS SAY: HOW? AND HE SAID: FIRST THERE WAS AN EARTHQUAKE; THEN AN ANGEL OF THE LORD, CLOTHED WITH LIGHTNING, CAME FROM HEAVEN, AND ROLLED THE STONE FROM THE TOMB, AND SAT UPON IT. AND FROM FEAR OF HIM, ALL OF US SOLDIERS BECAME AS DEAD, AND WERE ABLE NEITHER TO FLEE NOR SPEAK. AND WE HEARD THE ANGELS SAYING TO THE WOMEN WHO CAME THERE TO SEE THE TOMB: BE NOT YOU AFRAID, FOR I KNOW THAT YOU SEEK JESUS. HE IS NOT HERE, BUT IS RISEN, AS HE TOLD YOU BEFORE. BEND DOWN AND SEE THE TOMB WHERE HIS BODY LAY; BUT GO AND TELL HIS DISCIPLES THAT HE IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND LET THEM GO INTO GALILEE, FOR THERE SHALL THEY FIND HIM. FOR THIS REASON, I TELL YOU THIS FIRST. THE JEWS SAY TO THE SOLDIERS: WHAT SORT OF WOMEN WERE THEY WHO CAME TO THE TOMB? AND WHY DID YOU NOT LAY HOLD OF THEM? THE SOLDIERS SAY: FROM THE FEAR AND THE MERE SIGHT OF THE ANGEL, WE WERE ABLE NEITHER TO SPEAK NOR MOVE. THE JEWS SAID: AS THE GOD OF ISRAEL LIVETH, WE DO NOT BELIEVE A WORD YOU SAY. THE SOLDIERS SAY: JESUS DID SO GREAT WONDERS, AND YOU BELIEVED NOT, AND ARE YOU GOING TO BELIEVE US? YOU SAY TRULY THAT GOD LIVETH; AND CERTAINLY, HE WHOM YOU CRUCIFIED TRULY LIVETH. BUT WE HAVE HEARD THAT YOU HAD JOSEPH SHUT UP IN THE PRISON, AND THAT YOU AFTERWARDS OPENED THE DOORS, AND DID NOT FIND HIM. DO YOU THEN PRESENT JOSEPH, AND SO WE ALSO SHALL PRESENT JESUS. THE JEWS SAY: JOSEPH, THAT FLED FROM THE PRISON, YOU WILL FIND IN ARIMATHAEA, HIS OWN COUNTRY. AND THE SOLDIERS SAY: GO YOU TOO INTO GALILEE, AND YOU WILL FIND JESUS, AS THE ANGEL SAID TO THE WOMEN. AT THESE WORDS THE JEWS WERE AFRAID, AND SAID TO THE SOLDIERS: SEE THAT YOU TELL THIS STORY TO NOBODY, OR ALL WILL BELIEVE IN JESUS. AND FOR THIS REASON, THEY GAVE THEM ALSO MUCH MONEY. AND THE SOLDIERS SAID: WE ARE AFRAID LEST BY ANY CHANCE PILATE HEAR THAT WE HAVE TAKEN MONEY, AND HE WILL KILL US. AND THE JEWS SAID: TAKE IT; AND WE PLEDGE OURSELVES THAT WE SHALL SPEAK TO PILATE IN YOUR DEFENCE. ONLY SAY THAT YOU WERE ASLEEP, AND IN YOUR SLUMBER THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CAME AND STOLE HIM FROM THE TOMB. THE SOLDIERS THEREFORE TOOK THE MONEY, AND SAID AS THEY WERE BID. AND UP TO THIS DAY THIS SAME LYING TALE IS TOLD AMONG THE JEWS. 
CHAPTER 14
[bookmark: P6879_2073770]AND A FEW DAYS AFTER THERE CAME FROM GALILEE TO JERUSALEM THREE MEN. ONE OF THEM WAS A PRIEST, BY NAME PHINEES; THE SECOND A LEVITE, BY NAME AGGAI; AND THE THIRD A SOLDIER, BY NAME ADAS. THESE CAME TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS, AND SAID TO THEM AND TO THE PEOPLE: JESUS, WHOM YOU CRUCIFIED, WE HAVE SEEN IN GALILEE WITH HIS ELEVEN DISCIPLES UPON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, TEACHING THEM, AND SAYING, GO, INTO ALL THE WORLD, AND PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS; AND WHOSOEVER WILL BELIEVE AND BE BAPTIZED SHALL BE SAVED; BUT WHOSOEVER WILL NOT BELIEVE SHALL BE CONDEMNED. AND HAVING THUS SPOKEN, HE WENT UP INTO HEAVEN. AND BOTH WE AND MANY OTHERS OF THE FIVE HUNDRED BESIDES WERE LOOKING ON. AND WHEN THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE JEWS HEARD THESE THINGS, THEY SAID TO THESE THREE: GIVE GLORY TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL, AND REPENT OF THESE LIES THAT YOU HAVE TOLD. THEY ANSWERED: AS THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB LIVETH, WE DO NOT LIE, BUT TELL YOU THE TRUTH. THEN THE HIGH PRIEST SPOKE, AND THEY BROUGHT THE OLD COVENANT OF THE HEBREWS OUT OF THE TEMPLE, AND HE MADE THEM SWEAR, AND GIVING THEM ALSO MONEY, HE SENT THEM INTO ANOTHER PLACE, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT NOT PROCLAIM IN JERUSALEM THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. AND WHEN THESE STORIES HAD BEEN HEARD BY ALL THE PEOPLE, THE CROWD CAME TOGETHER INTO THE TEMPLE, AND THERE WAS A GREAT COMMOTION. FOR MANY SAID: JESUS HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AS WE HEAR, AND WHY DID YOU CRUCIFY HIM? AND ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SAID: DO NOT BELIEVE, YE JEWS, WHAT THE SOLDIERS SAY; AND DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THEY SAW AN ANGEL COMING DOWN FROM HEAVEN. FOR WE HAVE GIVEN MONEY TO THE SOLDIERS, IN ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD NOT TELL SUCH TALES TO ANY ONE; AND THUS, ALSO HAVE THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS GIVEN THEM MONEY, IN ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD SAY THAT JESUS HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD.
CHAPTER 15
[bookmark: P6888_2077645]NICODEMUS SAYS: O CHILDREN OF THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM, THE PROPHET HELIAS WENT UP INTO THE HEIGHT OF HEAVEN WITH A FIERY CHARIOT, AND IT IS NOTHING INCREDIBLE IF JESUS TOO HAS RISEN; FOR THE PROPHET HELIAS WAS A PROTOTYPE OF JESUS, IN ORDER THAT YOU, HEARING THAT JESUS HAS RISEN, MIGHT NOT DISBELIEVE. I THEREFORE SAY AND ADVISE, THAT IT IS BEFITTING THAT WE SEND SOLDIERS INTO GALILEE, TO THAT PLACE WHERE THESE MEN TESTIFY, THAT THEY SAW HIM WITH HIS DISCIPLES, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY GO [A] ROUND ABOUT AND FIND HIM, AND THAT THUS WE MAY ASK PARDON OF HIM FOR THE EVIL WHICH WE HAVE DONE TO HIM. THIS PROPOSAL PLEASED THEM; AND THEY CHOSE SOLDIERS, AND SENT THEM AWAY INTO GALILEE. AND JESUS INDEED THEY DID NOT FIND; BUT THEY FOUND JOSEPH IN ARIMATHAEA. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE SOLDIERS HAD RETURNED, THE CHIEF PRIESTS, HAVING ASCERTAINED THAT JOSEPH WAS FOUND, BROUGHT THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, AND SAID: WHAT SHALL WE DO TO GET JOSEPH TO COME TO US? AFTER DELIBERATING, THEREFORE, THEY WROTE TO HIM A LETTER TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT:-O FATHER JOSEPH, PEACE BE TO THEE AND ALL THY HOUSE, AND THY FRIENDS! WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE [SEXUALLY] OFFENDED AGAINST GOD, AND AGAINST THEE HIS SERVANT. ON ACCOUNT OF THIS, WE ENTREAT THEE TO COME HERE TO US THY CHILDREN. FOR WE BARE WONDERED MUCH HOW THOU DIDST ESCAPE FROM THE PRISON, AND WE SAY IN TRUTH THAT WE HAD AN EVIL DESIGN AGAINST THEE. BUT GOD, SEEING THAT OUR DESIGNS AGAINST THEE WERE UNJUST, HAS DELIVERED THEE OUT OF OUR HANDS. BUT COME TO US, FOR THOU ART THE HONOUR OF OUR PEOPLE. THIS LETTER THE JEWS SENT TO ARIMATHAEA, WITH SEVEN SOLDIERS, FRIENDS OF JOSEPH. AND THEY WENT AWAY AND FOUND HIM; AND HAVING RESPECTFULLY SALUTED HIM, AS THEY HAD BEEN ORDERED, THEY GAVE HIM THE LETTER, AND, AFTER RECEIVING IT AND READING IT, HE GLORIFIED GOD, AND EMBRACED THE SOLDIERS; AND HAVING SET A TABLE, ATE AND DRANK WITH THEM DURING ALL THE DAY AND THE NIGHT. AND ON THE FOLLOWING DAY HE SET OUT WITH THEM TO JERUSALEM; AND THE PEOPLE CAME FORTH TO MEET HIM, AND EMBRACED HIM. AND NICODEMUS RECEIVED HIM INTO HIS OWN HOUSE. AND THE DAY AFTER, ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, THE CHIEF PRIESTS, HAVING SUMMONED HIM TO THE TEMPLE, SAID TO HIM: GIVE GLORY TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL, AND TELL US THE TRUTH. FOR WE KNOW THAT THOU DIDST BURY JESUS; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT WE LAID HOLD OF THEE, AND LOCKED THEE UP IN THE PRISON. THEREAFTER, WHEN WE SOUGHT TO BRING THEE OUT TO BE PUT TO DEATH, WE DID NOT FIND THEE, AND WE WERE GREATLY ASTONISHED AND AFRAID. MOREOVER, WE PRAYED TO GOD THAT WE MIGHT FIND THEE, AND ASK THEE. TELL US THEREFORE THE TRUTH. JOSEPH SAID TO THEM: IN THE EVENING OF THE PREPARATION, WHEN YOU SECURED ME IN PRISON, I FELL A-PRAYING THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE NIGHT, AND THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE DAY OF THE SABBATH. AND AT MIDNIGHT I SEE THE PRISON-HOUSE THAT FOUR ANGELS LIFTED IT UP, HOLDING IT BY THE FOUR CORNERS. AND JESUS CAME IN LIKE LIGHTNING, AND I FELL TO THE GROUND FROM FEAR. TAKING HOLD OF ME, THEREFORE, BY THE HAND, HE RAISED ME, SAYING, FEAR NOT, JOSEPH. THEREAFTER, EMBRACING ME, HE KISSED ME, AND SAID, TURN, THYSELF, AND SEE WHO I AM. TURNING MYSELF, THEREFORE, AND LOOKING, I SAID, MY LORD, I KNOW NOT WHO THOU ART. HE SAYS, I AM JESUS, WHOM THOU DIDST BURY THE DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY. I SAY TO HIM, SHOW, ME THE TOMB, AND THEN I SHALL BELIEVE. HE TOOK ME, THEREFORE, BY THE HAND, AND LED ME AWAY TO THE TOMB, WHICH HAD BEEN OPENED. AND SEEING THE LINEN AND THE NAPKIN, AND RECOGNISING HIM, I SAID, BLESSED, IS HE THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; AND I ADORED HIM. THEN TAKING ME BY THE HAND, AND ACCOMPANIED BY THE ANGELS, HE BROUGHT ME TO MY HOUSE IN ARIMATHAEA, AND SAID TO ME, SIT, HERE FOR FORTY DAYS; FOR I GO TO MY DISCIPLES, IN ORDER THAT I MAY ENABLE THEM FULLY TO PROCLAIM MY RESURRECTION.
CHAPTER 16
WHEN JOSEPH HAD THUS SPOKEN, THE CHIEF PRIESTS CRIED OUT TO THE PEOPLE: WE KNOW THAT JESUS HAD A FATHER AND MOTHER; HOW CAN WE BELIEVE THAT HE IS THE CHRIST? ONE OF THE LEVITES ANSWERED AND SAID: I KNOW THE FAMILY OF JESUS, NOBLE-MINDED MEN, GREAT SERVANTS OF GOD, AND RECEIVING TITHES FROM THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS. AND I KNOW ALSO SYMEON THE EIDER, THAT HE RECEIVED HIM WHEN HE WAS AN INFANT, AND SAID TO HIM: NOW THOU SENDEST AWAY THY SERVANT, O LORD. THE JEWS SAID: LET US NOW FIND THE THREE MEN THAT SAW HIM ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, THAT WE MAY QUESTION THEM, AND LEARN THE TRUTH MORE ACCURATELY. THEY FOUND THEM, AND BROUGHT THEM BEFORE ALL, AND MADE THEM SWEAR TO TELL THE TRUTH. AND THEY SAID: AS THE GOD OF ISRAEL LIVETH, WE SAW JESUS ALIVE ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, AND GOING UP INTO HEAVEN. THEN ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS TOOK THE THREE APART, ONE BY ONE, AND QUESTIONED THEM SINGLY IN PRIVATE. THEY AGREED WITH ONE ANOTHER, THEREFORE, AND GAVE, EVEN THE THREE, ONE ACCOUNT. THE CHIEF PRIESTS ANSWERED, SAYING: OUR [HOLY] SCRIPTURE SAYS THAT EVERY WORD SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY TWO OR THREE WITNESSES. JOSEPH, THEN, HAS CONFESSED THAT HE, ALONG WITH NICODEMUS, ATTENDED TO HIS BODY, AND BURIED HIM, AND HOW IT IS THE TRUTH THAT HE HAS RISEN. 
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FAVONIUS BLADEWORK - WEISS
	NORMAL ATTACK
	ALBEDO
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 5 RAPID STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO UNLEASH 2 RAPID SWORD STRIKES.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING OPPONENTS ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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ABIOGENESIS: SOLAR ISOTOMA
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	ALBEDO
	ALBEDO CREATES A SOLAR ISOTOMA USING ALCHEMY, WHICH DEALS AOE GEO DMG ON APPEARANCE.
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RITE OF PROGENITURE: TECTONIC TIDE
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	ALBEDO
	UNDER ALBEDO'S COMMAND, GEO CRYSTALS SURGE AND BURST FORTH, DEALING AOE GEO DMG IN FRONT OF HIM. IF A SOLAR ISOTOMA CREATED BY ALBEDO HIMSELF IS ON THE FIELD, 7 FATAL BLOSSOMS WILL BE GENERATED IN THE SOLAR ISOTOMA FIELD, BURSTING VIOLENTLY INTO BLOOM AND DEALING AOE GEO DMG.
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RAPID FIRE
	NORMAL ATTACK
	ALOY
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 4 CONSECUTIVE SHOTS WITH A BOW.
CHARGED ATTACK: PERFORM A MORE PRECISE AIMED SHOT WITH INCREASED DMG. WHILE AIMING, BITING FROST WILL ACCUMULATE ON THE ARROWHEAD. A FULLY CHARGED FROST ARROW WILL DEAL CRYO DMG.
PLUNGING ATTACK: FIRES OFF A SHOWER OF ARROWS IN MID-AIR BEFORE FALLING AND STRIKING THE GROUND, DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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FROZEN WILDS
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	ALOY
	ALOY THROWS A FREEZE BOMB IN THE TARGETED DIRECTION THAT EXPLODES ON IMPACT, DEALING CRYO DMG. AFTER IT EXPLODES, THE FREEZE BOMB WILL SPLIT UP INTO MANY CHILLWATER BOMBLETS THAT EXPLODE ON CONTACT WITH OPPONENTS OR AFTER A SHORT DELAY, DEALING CRYO DMG.
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PROPHECIES OF DAWN
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	ALOY
	ALOY THROWS A POWER CELL FILLED WITH CRYO IN THE TARGETED DIRECTION, THEN DETONATES IT WITH AN ARROW, DEALING AOE CRYO DMG.
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SHARPSHOOTER
	NORMAL ATTACK
	AMBER
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 4 CONSECUTIVE SHOTS WITH A BOW.
CHARGED ATTACK: PERFORM A MORE PRECISE AIMED SHOT WITH INCREASED DMG. WHILE AIMING, BITING FROST WILL ACCUMULATE ON THE ARROWHEAD. A FULLY CHARGED FROST ARROW WILL DEAL CRYO DMG.
PLUNGING ATTACK: FIRES OFF A SHOWER OF ARROWS IN MID-AIR BEFORE FALLING AND STRIKING THE GROUND, DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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EXPLOSIVE PUPPET
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	AMBER
	THE EVER-RELIABLE BARON BUNNY TAKES THE STAGE.

	[image: fiery rain amber combat talent genshin impact wiki guide small]
FIERY RAIN
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	AMBER
	FIRES OFF A SHOWER OF ARROWS, DEALING WITH CONTINUOUS AOE PYRO DMG.
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WHISPER OF WATER
	NORMAL ATTACK
	BARBARA
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 4 WATER SPLASHES ATTACKS THAT DEAL HYDRO DMG.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO DEAL AOE HYDRO DMG AFTER A SHORT CASTING TIME.
PLUNGING ATTACK: GATHERING THE MIGHT OF HYDRO, BARBARA PLUNGES TOWARDS THE GROUND FROM MID-AIR, DAMAGING ALL ENEMIES IN HER PATH. DEALS AOE HYDRO DMG UPON IMPACT WITH THE GROUND
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LET THE SHOW BEGIN
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	BARBARA
	SUMMONS WATER DROPLETS RESEMBLING MUSICAL NOTES THAT FORM A MELODY LOOP, DEALING HYDRO DMG TO SURROUNDING ENEMIES AND AFFLICTING THEM WITH THE WET STATUS.

	[image: shining miracle combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SHINING MIRACLE
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	BARBARA
	HEALS FRIENDLY FORCES AND ALL PARTIES FOR A LARGE AMOUNT OF HP THAT SCALES WITH BARBARA'S MAX HP.
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OCEANBORNE
	NORMAL ATTACK
	BEIDOU
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 5 SUCCESSIVE STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: DRAINS STAMINA OVER TIME TO PERFORM CONTINUOUS SLASHES. AT END OF THE SEQUENCE, PERFORM A MORE POWERFUL SLASH.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND, DAMAGING ENEMIES ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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TIDECALLER
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	BEIDOU
	ACCUMULATING THE POWER OF LIGHTNING, BEIDOU SWINGS HER BLADE FORWARD FIERCELY, DEALING ELECTRO DMG.
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STORMBREAKER
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	BEIDOU
	RECALLING HER SLAYING OF THE GREAT BEAST HAISHAN. BEIDOU CALLS UPON THAT MONSTROUS STRENGTH AND THE LIGHTNING TO CREATE A THUNDERBEAST'S TARGE AROUND HERSELF.
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STRIKE OF FORTUNE
	NORMAL ATTACK
	BENNETT
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 5 RAPID STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO UNLEASH 2 RAPID SWORD SWINGS.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING ENEMIES ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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PASSION OVERLOAD
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	BENNETT
	BENNETT PUTS ALL HIS FIRE AND PASSION FOR ADVENTURING INTO HIS SWORD. RESULTS MAY VARY BASED ON HOW FIRED UP HE IS.
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FANTASTIC VOYAGE
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	BENNETT
	BENNETT LEAPS TOWARDS THE ENEMY AND PERFORMS A PLUNGING ATTACK, DEALING PYRO DMG, CREATING AN INSPIRATION FIELD.
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DEMONBANE
	NORMAL ATTACK
	CHONGYUN
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 4 CONSECUTIVE STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: DRAINS STAMINA OVER TIME TO PERFORM CONTINUOUS SWIRLING ATTACKS AGAINST ALL NEARBY ENEMIES. AT END OF THE SEQUENCE, PERFORM A MORE POWERFUL SLASH.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING ENEMIES ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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SPIRIT BLADE - CHONGHUA'S LAYERED FROST
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	CHONGYUN
	CHONGYUN STRIKES THE GROUND WITH HIS GREATSWORD, CAUSING A CRYO EXPLOSION IN A CIRCULAR AOE IN FRONT OF HIM THAT DEALS CRYO DMG.
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SPIRIT BLADE - CLOUD-PARTING STAR
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	CHONGYUN
	PERFORMING THE SECRET HAND SEALS, CHONGYUN SUMMONS 3 GIANT SPIRIT BLADES IN MID-AIR THAT FALL TO THE EARTH ONE BY ONE AFTER A SHORT DELAY, EXPLODING AS THEY HIT THE GROUND.
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TEMPERED SWORD
	NORMAL ATTACK
	DILUC
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 4 CONSECUTIVE STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: DRAINS STAMINA OVER TIME TO PERFORM CONTINUOUS SLASHES. AT THE END OF THE SEQUENCE, PERFORM A MORE POWERFUL SLASH.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND, DAMAGING ENEMIES ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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SEARING ONSLAUGHT
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	DILUC
	PERFORMS A FORWARD SLASH THAT DEALS PYRO DMG.
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DAWN
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	DILUC
	RELEASES INTENSE FLAMES TO KNOCK NEARBY ENEMIES BACK, DEALING PYRO DMG. THE FLAMES THEN CONVERGE INTO THE WEAPON, SUMMONING A PHOENIX THAT FLIES FORWARD AND DEALS MASSIVE PYRO DMG TO ALL ENEMIES IN ITS PATH. THE PHOENIX EXPLODES UPON REACHING ITS DESTINATION, CAUSING A LARGE AMOUNT OF AOE PYRO DMG.
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KATZLEIN STYLE
	NORMAL ATTACK
	DIONA
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 5 CONSECUTIVE SHOTS WITH A BOW.
CHARGED ATTACK: PERFORM A MORE PRECISE AIMED SHOT WITH INCREASED DMG. WHILE AIMING, BITING FROST WILL ACCUMULATE ON THE ARROWHEAD. A FULLY CHARGED FROST ARROW WILL DEAL CRYO DMG.
PLUNGING ATTACK: FIRES OFF A SHOWER OF ARROWS IN MID-AIR BEFORE FAILING AND STRIKING THE GROUND, DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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ICY PAWS
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	DIONA
	FIRES AN ICY PAW THAT DEALS CRYO DMG TO OPPONENTS AND FORMS A SHIELDS ON HIT. THE SHIELD'S DMG ABSOPTION SCALES BASED ON DIONA'S MAX HP, AND ITS DURATION SCALES OFF THE NUMBER OF ICY PAWS THAT HIT THEIR TARGET.
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SIGNATURE MIX
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	DIONA
	TOSSES OUT A SPECIAL COLD BREW THAT DEALS AOE CRYO DMG AND CREATES A DRUNKEN MIST IN AN AOE.
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FAVONIUS BLADEWORK - EDEL
	NORMAL ATTACK
	EULA
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 5 CONSECUTIVE STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: DRAINS STAMINA OVER TIME TO PERFORM CONTINUOUS SLASHES. AT THE END OF THE SEQUENCE, PERFORM A MORE POWERFUL SLASH.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND, DAMAGING OPPONENTS ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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ICETIDE VORTEX
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	EULA
	SLASHES SWIFTLY, DEALING CRYO DMG.
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GLACIAL ILLUMINATION
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	EULA
	BRANDISHES HER GREATSWORD, DEALING CRYO DMG TO NEARBY OPPONENTS AND CREATING A LIGHTFALL SWORD THAT FOLLOWS HER AROUND FOR A DURATION OF UP TO 7S.
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BOLTS OF DOWNFALL
	NORMAL ATTACK
	FISCHL
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 5 CONSECUTIVE SHOTS WITH A BOW.
CHARGED ATTACK: PERFORM A MORE PRECISE AIMED SHOT WITH INCREASED DMG. WHILE AIMING, THE DARK LIGHTNING SPIRITS OF IMMERNACHTREICH SHALL HEED THE CALL OF THEIR PRINZESSIN AND INDWELL THE ENCHANTED ARROWHEAD. WHEN FULLY INDWELT, THE RACHSUCHTIG BLITZ SHALL DEAL IMMENSE ELECTRO DMG.
PLUNGING ATTACK: FIRES OFF A SHOWER OF ARROWS IN MID-AIR BEFORE FALLING AND STRIKING THE GROUND, DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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NIGHTRIDER
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	FISCHL
	SUMMONS OZ, THE NIGHT RAVEN FORGED OF DARKNESS AND LIGHTNING DESCENDS UPON THE LAND, DEALING ELECTRO DMG IN A SMALL AOE.
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MIDNIGHT PHANTASMAGORIA
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	FISCHL
	SUMMONS OZ TO SPREAD HIS TWIN WINGS OF TWILIGHT AND DEFEND FISCHL.
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LIUTIAN ARCHERY
	NORMAL ATTACK
	GANYU
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 6 CONSECUTIVE SHOTS WITH A BOW.
CHARGED ATTACK: PERFORM A MORE PRECISE AIMED SHOT WITH INCREASED DMG. WHILE AIMING, AN ICY AURA WILL ACCUMULATE ON THE ARROWHEAD BEFORE THE ARROW IS FIRED.
PLUNGING ATTACK: FIRES OFF A SHOWER OF ARROWS IN MID-AIR BEFORE FALLING AND STRIKING THE GROUND, DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT
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TRAIL OF THE QILIN
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	GANYU
	LEAVING A SINGLE ICE LOTUS BEHIND, GANYU DASHES BACKWARD, SHUNNING ALL IMPURITY AND DEALING AOE CRYO DMG. A
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CELESTIAL SHOWER
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	GANYU
	CONTINUOUSLY TAUNTS SURROUNDING OPPONENTS, ATTRACTING THEM TO ATTACK IT.
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SECRET SPEAR OF WANGSHENG
	NORMAL ATTACK
	HU TAO
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO SIX CONSECUTIVE SPEAR STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO LUNGE FORWARD, DEALING DAMAGE TO OPPONENTS ALONG THE WAY.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING OPPONENTS ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT. 
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GUIDE TO AFTERLIFE
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	HU TAO
	ONLY AN UNWAVERING FLAME CAN CLEANSE THE IMPURITIES OF THIS WORLD. HU TAO CONSUMES A SET PORTION OF HER HP TO KNOCK THE SURROUNDING ENEMIES BACK AND ENTER THE PARAMITA PAILIO STATE.
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SPIRIT SOOTHER
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	HU TAO
	COMMANDS A BLAZING SPIRIT TO ATTACK, DEALING PYRO DMG IN A LARGE AOE.
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FAVONIUS BLADEWORK
	NORMAL ATTACK
	JEAN
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 5 CONSECUTIVE STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING ENEMIES ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
PLUNGING ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO LAUNCH AN ENEMY USING THE POWER OF THE WIND. LAUNCHED ENEMIES WILL SLOWLY FALL TO THE GROUND.
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GALE BLADE
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	JEAN
	FOCUSING THE MIGHT OF THE FORMLESS WIND AROUND HER BLADE, JEAN RELEASES A MINIATURE STORM, LAUNCHING ENEMIES IN THE DIRECTION SHE AIMS AT, DEALING MASSIVE ANEMO DMG.
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DANDELION BREEZE
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	JEAN
	CALLING UPON THE WIND'S PROTECTION, JEAN CREATES A SWIRLING DANDELION FIELD, LAUNCHING SURROUNDING ENEMIES AND CAUSING ANEMO DMG. AT THE SAME TIME, SHE INSTANTLY REGENERATES A LARGE AMOUNT OF HP FOR NEARBY ALLIED UNITS AND ALL PARTY MEMBERS. HP RESTORED SCALES OFF JEAN'S ATK.
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GARYUU BLADEWORK
	NORMAL ATTACK
	KAEDEHARA KAZUHA
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 5 RAPID STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO UNLEASH 2 RAPID SWORD STRIKES.
PLUNGING ATTACK - MIDARE RANZAN: WHEN A PLUNGING ATTACK IS PERFORMED USING THE EFFECTS OF THE ELEMENTAL SKILL CHIHAYABURU, PLUNGING ATTACK DMG IS CONVERTED TO ANEMO DMG AND WILL CREATE A SMALL WIND TUNNEL VIA A SECRET BLADE TECHNIQUE THAT PULLS IN NEARBY OBJECTS AND OPPONENTS.
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CHIHAYABURU
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	KAEDEHARA KAZUHA
	UNLEASHES A SECRET TECHNIQUE AS FIERCE AS THE RUSHING WIND THAT PULLS OBJECTS AND OPPONENTS TOWARDS KAZUHA'S CURRENT POSITION BEFORE LAUNCHING OPPONENTS WITHIN THE AOE, DEALING ANEMO DMG AND LIFTING KAZUHA INTO THE AIR ON A RUSHING GUST OF WIND.
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KAZUHA SLASH
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	KAEDEHARA KAZUHA
	THE SIGNATURE TECHNIQUE OF KAZUHA'S SELF-STYLED BLADEWORK — A SINGLE SLASH THAT STRIKES WITH THE FORCE OF THE FIRST WINDS OF AUTUMN, DEALING AOE ANEMO DMG.
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CEREMONIAL BLADEWORK
	NORMAL ATTACK
	KAEYA
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 5 CONSECUTIVE STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO UNLEASH 2 RAPID SWORD STRIKES.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING ENEMEIES ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.C
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FROSTGNAW
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	KAEYA
	UNLEASHES A FRIGIT BLAST, DEALING CRYO DMG TO ENEMIES IN FRONT OF KAEYA.
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GLACIAL WALTZ
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	KAEYA
	COALESCING THE FROST IN THE AIR, KAEYA SUMMONS 3 ICICLES THAT REVOLVE AROUND HIM.
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KAMISATO ART: KABUKI
	NORMAL ATTACK
	KAMISATO AYAKA
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 5 RAPID STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO UNLEASH A FLURRY OF SWORD KI.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING ENEMIES ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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KAMISATO ART: HYOUKA
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	KAMISATO AYAKA
	SUMMONS BLOOMING ICE TO LAUNCH NEARBY OPPONENTS, DEALING AOE CRYO DMG.
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KAMISATO ART: SOUMETSU
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	KAMISATO AYAKA
	ALTERNATE SPRINT: AYAKA CONSUMES STAMINA AND CLOAKS HERSELF IN A FROZEN FOG THAT MOVES WITH HER.
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YUNLAI SWORDSMANSHIP
	NORMAL ATTACK
	KEQING
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 5 RAPID STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO UNLEASH 2 RAPID SWORD STRIKES.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING ENEMEIES ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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STELLAR RESTORATION
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	KEQING
	HURLS A LIGHTNING STILETTO THAT ANNIHILATES HER ENEMIES LIKE THE SWIFT THUNDER. WHEN THE STILETTO HITS ITS TARGET, IT DEALS ELECTRO DMG TO ENEMIES IN A SMALL AOE, AND PLACES A STILETTO MARK ON THE SPOT HIT.
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STARWARD SWORD
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	KEQING
	KEQING UNLEASHES THE POWER OF LIGHTNING, DEALING ELECTRO DMG IN AN AOE.
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KABOOM!
	NORMAL ATTACK
	KLEE
	NORMAL ATTACK: THROWS THINGS THAT GO BOOM WHEN THEY HIT THINGS! PERFORM UP TO 3 EXPLOSIVE ATTACKS, DEALING AOE PYRO DMG.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA AND DEALS AOE PYRO DMG TO OPPONENTS AFTER A SHORT CASTING TIME.
PLUNGING ATTACK: GATHERING THE POWER OF PYRO, KLEE PLUNGES TOWARDS THE GROUND FROM MID-AIR, DAMAGING ALL OPPONENTS IN HER PATH. DEALS AOE PYRO DMG UPON IMPACT WITH THE GROUND.
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JUMPY DUMPTY
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	KLEE
	JUMPY DUMPTY IS TONS OF BOOM-BANG-FUN! WHEN THROWN, JUMPY DUMPTY BOUNCES THRICE, IGNITING AND DEALING AOE PYRO DMG WITH EVERY BOUNCE.
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SPARKS 'N' SPLASH
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	KLEE
	KLEE'S BLAZING DELIGHT! FOR THE DURATION OF THIS ABILITY, CONTINUOUSLY SUMMONS SPARKS 'N' SPLASH TO ATTACK NEARBY OPPONENTS, DEALING AOE PYRO DMG.
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TENGU BOWMANSHIP
	NORMAL ATTACK
	KUJOU SARA
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 5 CONSECUTIVE SHOTS WITH A BOW.
CHARGED ATTACK: PERFORM A MORE PRECISE AIMED SHOT WITH INCREASED DMG.
WHILE AIMING, CRACKLING LIGHTNING WILL ACCUMULATE ON THE ARROWHEAD. AN ARROW FULLY CHARGED WITH THE STORM'S MIGHT WILL DEAL ELECTRO DMG.
PLUNGING ATTACK: FIRES OFF A SHOWER OF ARROWS IN MID-AIR BEFORE FALLING AND STRIKING THE GROUND, DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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TENGU STORMCALL
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	KUJOU SARA
	RETREATS RAPIDLY WITH THE SPEED OF A TENGU, SUMMONING THE PROTECTION OF THE CROWFEATHER. GAINS CROWFEATHER COVER FOR 18S, AND WHEN KUJOU SARA FIRES A FULLY-CHARGED AIMED SHOT, CROWFEATHER COVER WILL BE CONSUMED, AND WILL LEAVE A CROWFEATHER AT THE TARGET LOCATION.
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SUBJUGATION: KOUKOU SENDOU
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	KUJOU SARA
	CASTS DOWN TENGU JUURAI: TITANBREAKER, DEALING AOE ELECTRO DMG. AFTERWARDS, TENGU JUURAI: TITANBREAKER SPREADS OUT INTO 4 CONSECUTIVE BOUTS OF TENGU JUURAI: STORMCLUSTER, DEALING AOE ELECTRO DMG.
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LIGHTNING TOUCH
	NORMAL ATTACK
	LISA
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 4 LIGHTNING ATTACKS THAT DEAL ELECTRO DMG.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO DEAL AOE ELECTRO DMG AFTER A SHORT CASTING TIME.
PLUNGING ATTACK: GATHERING THE MIGHT OF ELECTRO, LISA PLUNGES TOWARDS THE GROUND FROM MID-AIR, DAMAGING ALL ENEMIES IN HER PATH. DEALS AOE ELECTRO DMG UPON IMPACT WITH THE GROUND.
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VIOLET ARC
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	LISA
	CHANNELS THE POWER OF LIGHTNING TO SWEEP BOTHERSOME MATTERS AWAY.
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LIGHTNING ROSE
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	LISA
	SUMMONS A LIGHTNING ROSE THAT UNLEASHES POWERFUL LIGHTNING BOLTS, LAUNCHING SURROUNDING ENEMIES AND DEALING ELECTRO DMG.
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ILLUSORY TORRENT
	ALTERNATE SPRINT
	MONA
	(RIGHT-CLICK) ALTERNATE SPIRIT: MONA CLOAKS HERSELF WITHIN THE WATER'S FLOW, CONSUMING STAMINA TO MOVE RAPIDLY. WHEN UNDER THE EFFECT OF ILLUSORY TORRENT, MONA CAN MOVE AT HIGH SPEED ON WATER. APPLIES THE WET STATUS TO NEARBY ENEMIES WHEN SHE REAPPEARS.
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RIPPLE OF FATE
	NORMAL ATTACK
	MONA
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 4 WATER SPLASH ATTACKS THAT DEAL HYDRO DMG.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA AND DEALS AOE HYDRO DMG AFTER A SHORT CASTING TIME.
PLUNGING ATTACK: GATHERING THE MIGHT OF HYDRO, MONA PLUNGES TOWARDS THE GROUND FROM MID-AIR, DAMAGING ALL ENEMIES IN HER PATH. DEALS AOE HYDRO DMG UPON IMPACT WITH THE GROUND.
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MIRROR REFLECTION OF DOOM
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	MONA
	CREATES AN ILLUSORY PHANTOM OF FATE FROM COALESCED WATERSPOUTS. THE PHANTOM HAS THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL PROPERTIES:
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STELLARIS PHANTASM
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	MONA
	MONA SUMMONS THE SPARKLING WAVES AND CREATES A REFLECTION OF THE STARRY SKY, APPLYING THE ILLUSORY BUBBLE STATUS TO OPPONENTS IN A LARGE AOE.

	[image: sparkling scatter ningguang combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SPARKLING SCATTER
	NORMAL ATTACK
	NINGGUANG
	NORMAL ATTACK: SHOOTS GEMS THAT DEAL GEO DMG. UPON HIT, THIS GRANTS NINGGUANGG 1 STAR JADE.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO FIRE OFF A GIANT GEM THAT DEALS GEO DMG. IF NINGGUANGG HAS ANY STAR JADES, UNLEASHING A CHARGED ATTACK WILL CAUSE THE STAR JADES TO BE FIRED AT THE ENEMY AS WELL, DEALING ADDITIONAL DMG.
PLUNGING ATTACK: GATHERING THE MIGHT OF GEO, NINGGUANG PLUNGES TOWARDS THE GROUND FROM MID-AIR, DAMAGING ALL ENEMIES IN HER PATH. DEALS AOE GEO DMG UPON IMPACT WITH THE GROUND.
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JADE SCREEN
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	NINGGUANG
	NINGGUANG CREATES A JADE SCREEN OUT OF GOLD, OBSIDIAN AND HER GREAT OPULENCE, DEALING AOE GEO DMG.
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STARSHATTER
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	NINGGUANG
	GATHERING A GREAT NUMBER OF GEMS, NINGGUANGG SCATTERS THEM ALL AT ONCE, SENDING HOMING PROJECTILES AT HER ENEMIES THAT DEAL MASSIVE GEO DMG.
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FAVONIUS BLADEWORK - MAID
	NORMAL ATTACK
	NOELLE
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 4 CONSECUTIVE STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: DRAINS STAMINA OVER TIME TO PERFORM CONTINUOUS SWIRLING ATTACKS AGAINST ALL NEARBY ENEMIES. AT END OF THE SEQUENCE, PERFORM A MORE POWERFUL SLASH.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING ENEMIES ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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BREASTPLATE
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	NOELLE
	SUMMONS A PROTECTIVE STONE ARMOR, DEALING GEO DMG TO SURROUNDING ENEMIES AND CREATING A SHIELD. THE SHIELD'S DMG ABSORPTION SCALED BASED ON NOELLE'S DEF.
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SWEEPING TIME
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	NOELLE
	GATHERING THE STRENGTH OF STONE AROUND HER WEAPON, NOELLE STRIKES THE ENEMIES SURROUNDING HER WITHIN A LARGE AOE, DEALING GEO DMG. AFTERWARD, NOELLE GAINS THE FOLLOWING EFFECTS:
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ANCIENT SWORD ART
	NORMAL ATTACK
	QIQI
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 5 RAPID STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO UNLEASH 2 RAPID SWORD STRIKES.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING ENEMIES ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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ADEPTUS ART: HERALD OF FROST
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	QIQI
	USING THE ICEVEIN TALISMAN, QIQI BRINGS FORTH THE HERALD OF FROST, DEALING CRYO DMG TO NEARBY ENEMIES.
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ADEPTUS ART: PRESERVER OF FORTUNE
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	QIQI
	QIQI RELEASES THE ADEPTUS POWER SEALED WITHIN HER BODY, MARKING NEARBY ENEMIES WITH A FORTUNE-PRESERVING TALISMAN THAT DEALS CRYO DMG.
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ORIGIN
	NORMAL ATTACK
	RAIDEN SHOGUN
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 5 CONSECUTIVE SPEAR STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO PERFORM AN UPWARD SLASH.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING OPPONENTS ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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TRANSCENDENCE: BALEFUL OMEN
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	RAIDEN SHOGUN
	THE RAIDEN SHOGUN UNVEILS A SHARD OF HER EUTHYMIA, DEALING ELECTRO DMG TO NEARBY OPPONENTS, AND GRANTING NEARBY PARTY MEMBERS THE EYE OF STORMY JUDGMENT.
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SECRET ART: MUSOU SHINSETSU
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	RAIDEN SHOGUN
	GATHERING TRUTHS UNNUMBERED AND WISHES UNCOUNTED, THE RAIDEN SHOGUN UNLEASHES THE MUSOU NO HITOTACHI AND DEALS AOE ELECTRO DMG, USING MUSOU ISSHIN IN COMBAT FOR A CERTAIN DURATION AFTERWARD. THE DMG DEALT BY MUSOU NO HITOTACHI AND MUSOU ISSHIN'S ATTACKS WILL BE INCREASED BASED ON THE NUMBER OF CHAKRA DESIDERATA'S RESOLVE STACKS CONSUMED WHEN THIS SKILL IS USED.
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STEEL FANG
	NORMAL ATTACK
	RAZOR
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 4 CONSECUTIVE STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: DRAINS STAMINA OVER TIME TO PERFORM CONTINUOUS SWIRLING ATTACKS AGAINST ALL NEARBY ENEMIES. AT END OF THE SEQUENCE, PERFORM A MORE POWERFUL SLASH.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING ENEMIES ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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CLAW AND THUNDER
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	RAZOR
	HUNTS HIS PREY USING THE TECHNIQUES TAUGHT TO HIM BY HIS MASTER AND HIS LUPICAL.
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LIGHTNING FANG
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	RAZOR
	SUMMONS THE WOLF WITHIN WHICH DEALS ELECTRO DMG TO ALL NEARBY OPPONENTS. THIS CLEARS ALL OF RAZOR'S ELECTRO SIGILS, WHICH WILL BE CONVERTED INTO ELEMENTAL ENERGY FOR HIM. THE WOLF WITHIN WILL FIGHT ALONGSIDE RAZOR FOR THE SKILL'S DURATION.
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SPEAR OF THE CHURCH
	NORMAL ATTACK
	ROSARIA
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO FIVE CONSECUTIVE SPEAR STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO LUNGE FORWARD, DEALING DAMAGE TO OPPONENTS ALONG THE WAY.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING OPPONENTS ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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RAVAGING CONFESSION
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	ROSARIA
	ROSARIA SWIFTLY SHIFTS HER POSITION TO APPEAR BEHIND HER OPPONENT, THEN STABS AND SLASHES THEM WITH HER POLEARM, DEALING CRYO DMG.
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RITES OF TERMINATION
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	ROSARIA
	ROSARIA'S UNIQUE TAKE ON THIS PRAYER RITUAL: FIRST, SHE SWINGS HER WEAPON TO SLASH SURROUNDING OPPONENTS; THEN, SHE SUMMONS A FRIGID ICE LANCE THAT STRIKES THE GROUND. BOTH ACTIONS DEAL CRYO DMG.
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THE SHAPE OF WATER
	NORMAL ATTACK
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 3 CONSECUTIVE ATTACKS THAT TAKE THE FORM OF SWIMMING FISH, DEALING HYDRO DMG.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO DEAL AOE HYDRO DMG AFTER A SHORT CASTING TIME.
PLUNGING ATTACK: GATHERING THE MIGHT OF HYDRO, KOKOMI PLUNGES TOWARDS THE GROUND FROM MID-AIR, DAMAGING ALL OPPONENTS IN HER PATH. DEALS AOE HYDRO DMG UPON IMPACT WITH THE GROUND.
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KURAGE'S OATH
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI
	SUMMONS A "BAKE-KURAGE" CREATED FROM WATER THAT CAN HEAL HER ALLIES.
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NEREID'S ASCENSION
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI
	SUMMONS THE MIGHT OF WATATSUMI, DEALING HYDRO DMG TO SURROUNDING OPPONENTS, BEFORE ROBING KOKOMI IN A CEREMONIAL GARMENT MADE FROM THE FLOWING WATERS OF SANGONOMIYA.
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SHUUMATSUBAN NINJA BLADE
	NORMAL ATTACK
	SAYU
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 4 CONSECUTIVE STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: DRAINS STAMINA OVER TIME TO PERFORM CONTINUOUS SPINNING ATTACKS AGAINST ALL NEARBY OPPONENTS. AT THE END OF THE SEQUENCE, PERFORM A MORE POWERFUL SLASH.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING OPPONENTS ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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YOOHOO ART: FUUIN DASH
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	SAYU
	THE SPECIAL TECHNIQUE OF THE YOOHOO NINJA ARTS! SAYU CURLS UP INTO A ROLLING FUUFUU WINDWHEEL AND SMASHES INTO OPPONENTS AT HIGH SPEED, DEALING ANEMO DMG. WHEN THE DURATION ENDS, SHE UNLEASHES A FUUFUU WHIRLWIND KICK, DEALING AOE ANEMO DMG.
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YOOHOO ART: MUJINA FLURRY
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	SAYU
	THE OTHER SUPER SPECIAL TECHNIQUE OF THE YOOHOO NINJA ARTS! IT SUMMONS A PAIR OF HELPING HANDS FOR SAYU.
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WIND SPIRIT CREATION
	NORMAL ATTACK
	SUCROSE
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 4 ATTACKS USING WIND SPIRITS, DEALING ANEMO DMG.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA AND DEALS AOE ANEMO DMG AFTER A SHORT CASTING TIME.
PLUNGING ATTACK: CALLING UPON THE POWER OF HER WIND SPIRITS, SUCROSE PLUNGES TOWARDS THE GROUND FROM MID-AIR, DAMAGING ALL ENEMIES IN HER PATH. DEALS AOE ANEMO DMG UPON IMPACT WITH THE GROUND.
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ASTABLE ANEMOHYPOSTASIS CREATION - 6308
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	SUCROSE
	CREATES A SMALL WIND SPIRIT THAT DEALS ANEMO DMG TO ENEMIES IN AN AOE, PULLING THEM TOWARDS THE LOCATION OF THE WIND SPIRIT BEFORE LAUNCHING THEM.
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FORBIDDEN CREATION - ISOMER 75 TYPE II
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	SUCROSE
	SUCROSE HURLS AN UNSTABLE CONCOCTION THAT CREATES A LARGE WIND SPIRIT. WHILE IT PERSISTS, THE LARGE WIND SPIRIT WILL CONTINUOUSLY PULL AND LAUNCH NEARBY ENEMIES, DEALING AOE ANEMO DMG.
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CUTTING TORRENT
	NORMAL ATTACK
	TARTAGLIA
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 6 CONSECUTIVE SHOTS WITH A BOW.
CHARGED ATTACK: PERFORM A MORE PRECISE AIMED SHOT WITH INCREASED DMG. WHILE AIMING, THE POWER OF HYDRO WILL ACCUMULATE ON THE ARROWHEARD. AN ARROW FULLY CHARGED WITH THE TORRENT WILL DEAL HYDRO DMG AND APPLY THE RIPTIDE STATUS.
PLUNGING ATTACK: FIRES OFF A SHOWER OF ARROWS IN MID-AIR BEFORE FALLING AND STRIKING THE GROUND, DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT. WHEN TARTAGLIA IS IN FOUL LEGACY: RAGING TIDE'S MELEE STANCE, HE CANNOT PERFORM A PLUNGING ATTACK.
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FOUL LEGACY: RAGING TIDE
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	TARTAGLIA
	CHARGED ATTACKS ARE CONVERTED TO HYDRO DMG THAT CANNOT BE OVERRIDDEN BY ANY OTHER ELEMENTAL INFUSION AND CHANGE AS FOLLOWS
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HAVOC: OBLITERATION
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	TARTAGLIA
	PERFORMS DIFFERENT ATTACKS BASED ON WHAT STANCE TARTAGLIA IS IN WHEN CASTING.
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SWIFTSHATTER SPEAR
	NORMAL ATTACK
	THOMA
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO FOUR CONSECUTIVE SPEAR STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO LUNGE FORWARD, DEALING DAMAGE TO OPPONENTS ALONG THE WAY.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING OPPONENTS ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.
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BLAZING BLESSING
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	THOMA
	THOMA VAULTS FORWARD WITH HIS POLEARM AND DELIVERS A FLAME-FILLED FLYING KICK THAT DEALS AOE PYRO DMG, WHILE ALSO SUMMONING A DEFENSIVE BLAZING BARRIER.
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CRIMSON OOYOROI
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	THOMA
	THOMA SPINS HIS POLEARM, SLICING AT HIS FOES WITH ROARING FLAMES THAT DEAL AOE PYRO DMG AND WEAVE THEMSELVES INTO A SCORCHING OOYOROI.
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FOREIGN IRONWIND
	NORMAL ATTACK
	TRAVELER
	(ANEMO)
NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 5 RAPID STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO UNLEASH 2 RAPID SWORD STRIKES.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING OPPONENTS ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.

	[image: palm vortex traveler combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
PALM VORTEX
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	TRAVELER
	(ANEMO)
GRASPING THE WIND'S MIGHT, YOU FORM A VORTEX OF VACUUM IN YOUR PALM, CAUSING CONTINUOUS ANEMO DMG TO OPPONENTS IN FRONT OF YOU.

	[image: gust surge traveler combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
GUST SURGE
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	TRAVELER
	(ANEMO)
GUIDING THE PATH OF THE WIND CURRENTS, YOU SUMMON A FORWARD-MOVING TORNADO THAT PULLS OBJECTS AND OPPONENTS TOWARDS ITSELF, DEALING CONTINUOUS ANEMO DMG.

	[image: foreign rockblade traveler combat talent genshin impact wiki guide small]
FOREIGN ROCKBLADE
	NORMAL ATTACK
	TRAVELER
	(GEO)
NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 5 RAPID STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO UNLEASH 2 RAPID SWORD STRIKES.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING OPPONENTS ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.

	[image: starfell sword traveler combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
STARFELL SWORD
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	TRAVELER
	(GEO)
YOU DISGORGE A METEORITE FROM THE DEPTHS OF THE EARTH, DEALING AOE GEO DMG.

	[image: wake of earth traveler combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
WAKE OF EARTH
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	TRAVELER
	(GEO)
ENERGIZING THE GEO DEEP UNDERGROUND, YOU SET OFF EXPANDING SHOCKWAVES.

	[image: foreign thundershock traveler combat talent genshin impact wiki guide small]
FOREIGN THUNDERSHOCK
	NORMAL ATTACK
	TRAVELER
	(ELECTRO)
NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 5 RAPID STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO UNLEASH 2 RAPID SWORD STRIKES.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING OPPONENTS ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.

	[image: lightning blade traveler combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
LIGHTNING BLADE
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	TRAVELER
	(ELECTRO)
UNLEASHES THREE SWIFT THUNDER SHADOWS THAT DEAL ELECTRO DMG TO OPPONENTS AND LEAVE AN ABUNDANCE AMULET BEHIND AFTER HITTING AN OPPONENT.

	[image: bellowing thunder traveler combat talent genshin impact wiki guide small]
BELLOWING THUNDER
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	TRAVELER
	(ELECTRO)
YOU CALL UPON THE PROTECTION OF LIGHTNING, KNOCKING NEARBY OPPONENTS BACK AND DEALING ELECTRO DMG TO THEM.

	[image: divine marksmanship venti combat talent genshin impact wiki guide small]
DIVINE MARKSMANSHIP
	NORMAL ATTACK
	VENTI
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORM UP TO 6 CONSECUTIVE SHOTS WITH A BOW.
CHARGED ATTACK: PERFORM A MORE PRECISE AIMED SHOT WITH INCREASED DMG. WHILE AIMING, FAVORABLE WINDS WILL ACCUMULATE ON THE ARROWHEAD. A FULLY CHARGED ARROW WILL DEAL ANEMO DMG.
PLUNGING ATTACK: FIRES OFF A SHOWER OF ARROWS IN MID-AIR BEFORE FALLING AND STRIKING THE GROUND, DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.

	[image: skyward sonnet venti combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SKYWARD SONNET
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	VENTI
	O WIND UPON WHICH ALL HYMNS AND SONGS FLY, BEAR THESE EARTH-WALKERS UP INTO THE SKY!

	[image: winds grand ode venti combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
WIND'S GRAND ODE
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	VENTI
	FIRES OFF AN ARROW MADE OF COUNTLESS COALESCED WINDS, CREATING A HUGE STORMEYE THAT SUCKS IN OBJECTS AND ENEMIES ALONG ITS PATH, DEALING CONTINUOUS ANEMO DMG.

	[image: dough fu xiangling combat talent genshin impact wiki guide small]
DOUGH-FU
	NORMAL ATTACK
	XIANGLING
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 5 CONSECUTIVE SPEAR STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO LUNGE FORWARD, DEALING DAMAGE TO ENEMIES ALONG THE WAY.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING ENEMIES ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.

	[image: guoba attack xiangling combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
GUOBA ATTACK
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	XIANGLING
	SUMMONS GUOBA THE PANDA. GUOBA CONTINUOUSLY BREATHES FIRE, DEALING AOE PYRO DMG.

	[image: pyronado xiangling combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
PYRONADO
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	XIANGLING
	DISPLAYING HER MASTERY OVER BOTH FIRE AND POLEARMS, XIANGLING SENDS A PYRONADO WHIRLING AROUND HER.

	[image: whirlwind thrust xiao combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
WHIRLWIND THRUST
	NORMAL ATTACK
	XIAO
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 6 RAPID STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: DIVE DOWN AND IMPACT THE GROUND, CAUSING DAMAGE RELATIVE TO THE FALLING HEIGHT. CAN ONLY BE TRIGGERED IN MID-AIR.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING ENEMIES ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.

	[image: lemniscatic wind cycling xiao combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
LEMNISCATIC WIND CYCLING
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	XIAO
	HE LUNGES FORWARD, DEALING ANEMO DMG TO ENEMIES ALONG THE PATH.

	[image: bane of all evil xiao combat talent genshin impact wiki guide small]
BANE OF ALL EVIL
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	XIAO
	TAKES ON THE FORM OF THE YAKSHA THAT TERRIFIED BOTH DEMONS AND ARCHONS ALIKE MILLENNIA AGO. FOR ITS DURATION, INCREASES XIAO'S ATTACK RANGE AND DMG, WHILE CONVERTING DAMAGE TYPE TO ANEMO AND ENHANCING XIAO'S JUMPING ABILITY.

	[image: guhua style xingqiu combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
GUHUA STYLE
	NORMAL ATTACK
	XINGQIU
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 5 RAPID STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO UNLEASH 2 RAPID SWORD STRIKES.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AUR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING ENEMIES ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.

	[image: guhua sword fatal rainscreen xingqiu combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
GUHUA SWORD - FATAL RAINSCREEN
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	XINGQIU
	XINGQUI PERFORMS TWIN STRIKES WITH HIS SWORD, DEALING HYDRO DMG. AT THE SAME TIME, THIS ABILITY CREATES THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF RAIN SWORDS, WHICH WILL ORBIT THE CHARACTER.

	[image: guhua sword raincutter xingqiu combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
GUHUA SWORD - RAINCUTTER
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	XINGQIU
	INITIATE RAINBOW BLADEWORK AND FIGHT USING AN ILLUSORY SWORD RAIN, WHILE CREATING THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF RAIN SWORDS. THESE EFFECTS CARRY OVER TO OTHER CHARACTERS.

	[image: dance on fire xinyan combat talent genshin impact wiki guide small]
DANCE ON FIRE
	NORMAL ATTACK
	XINYAN
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 4 CONSECUTIVE STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: DRAINS STAMINA OVER TIME TO PERFORM CONTINUOUS SPINNING ATTACKS AGAINST ALL NEARBY ENEMIES. AT THE END OF THE SEQUENCE, PERFORM A MORE POWERFUL SLASH.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND, DAMAGING ENEMIES ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.

	[image: sweeping fervor xinyan combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SWEEPING FERVOR
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	XINYAN
	XINYAN BRANDISHES HER INSTRUMENT, DEALING PYRO DMG ON NEARBY ENEMIES, FORMING A SHIELD MADE OUT OF HER AUDIENCE'S PASSION.

	[image: riff revolution xinyan combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
RIFF REVOLUTION
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	XINYAN
	STRUMMING RAPIDLY, XINYAN LAUNCHES NEARBY ENEMIES AND DEALS PHYSICAL DMG TO THEM, HYPING UP THE CROWD. THE SHEER INTENSITY OF THE ATMOSPHERE WILL CAUSE EXPLOSIONS THAT DEAL PYRO DMG TO NEARBY ENEMIES.

	[image: seal of approval yanfei combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SEAL OF APPROVAL
	NORMAL ATTACK
	YANFEI
	NORMAL ATTACK: SHOOTS FIREBALLS THAT DEAL UP TO THREE COUNTS OF PYRO DMG.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES STAMINA AND ALL SCARLET SEALS BEFORE DEALING AOE PYRO DMG TO THE OPPONENTS AFTER A SHORT CASTING TIME. THIS CHARGED ATTACK'S AOE AND DMG WILL INCREASE ACCORDING TO THE AMOUNT OF SCARLET SEALS CONSUMED.
PLUNGING ATTACK: GATHERING THE POWER OF PYRO, YANFEI PLUNGES TOWARDS THE GROUND FROM MID-AIR, DAMAGING ALL OPPONENTS IN HER PATH. DEALS AOE PYRO DMG UPON IMPACT WITH THE GROUND.

	[image: signed edict yanfei combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SIGNED EDICT
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	YANFEI
	SUMMONS BLISTERING FLAMES THAT DEAL AOE PYRO DMG.

	[image: done deal yanfei combat talent genshin impact wiki guide small]
DONE DEAL
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	YANFEI
	TRIGGERS A SPRAY OF INTENSE FLAMES THAT RUSH AT NEARBY OPPONENTS, DEALING AOE PYRO DMG, GRANTING YANFEI THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF SCARLET SEALS, AND APPLYING BRILLIANCE TO HER.

	[image: firework flare up yoimiya combat talent genshin impact wiki guide small]
FIREWORK FLARE-UP
	NORMAL ATTACK
	YOIMIYA
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 5 CONSECUTIVE SHOTS WITH A BOW.
CHARGED ATTACK: PERFORM A MORE PRECISE AIMED SHOT WITH INCREASED DMG.
PLUNGING ATTACK: FIRES OFF A SHOWER OF ARROWS IN MID-AIR BEFORE FALLING AND STRIKING THE GROUND, DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT.

	[image: niwabi fire dance yoimiya combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
NIWABI FIRE-DANCE
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	YOIMIYA
	YOIMIYA WAVES A SPARKLER AND CAUSES A RING OF SALTPETER TO SURROUND HER.

	[image: ryuukin saxifrage yoimiya combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
RYUUKIN SAXIFRAGE
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	YOIMIYA
	YOIMIYA LEAPS INTO THE AIR ALONG WITH HER ORIGINAL CREATION, THE "RYUUKIN SAXIFRAGE," AND FIRES FORTH BLAZING ROCKETS BURSTING WITH SURPRISES THAT DEAL AOE PYRO DMG AND MARK ONE OF THE HIT OPPONENTS WITH AUROUS BLAZE.

	[image: rain of stone zhongli combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
RAIN OF STONE
	NORMAL ATTACK
	ZHONGLI
	NORMAL ATTACK: PERFORMS UP TO 6 CONSECUTIVE SPEAR STRIKES.
CHARGED ATTACK: CONSUMES A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAMINA TO LUNGE FORWARD, CAUSING STONE SPEARS TO FALL ALONG HIS PATH.
PLUNGING ATTACK: PLUNGES FROM MID-AIR TO STRIKE THE GROUND BELOW, DAMAGING OPPONENTS ALONG THE PATH AND DEALING AOE DMG UPON IMPACT. 

	[image: dominus lapidis zhongli combat talent genshin impact wiki guide small]
DOMINUS LAPIDIS
	ELEMENTAL SKILL
	ZHONGLI
	EVERY MOUNTAIN, ROCK AND INCH OF LAND IS FILLED WITH POWER OF GEO BUT THOSE WHO CAN WIELD SUCK POWERS FREELY ARE FEW AND FAR BETWEEN

	[image: planet befall zhongli combat talent genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
PLANET BEFALL
	ELEMENTAL BURST
	ZHONGLI
	BRINGS A FALLING METEOR DOWN TO EARTH, DEALING MASSIVE GEO DMG TO OPPONENTS CAUGHT IN ITS AOE AND APPLYING THE PETRIFICATION STATUS TO THEM.



	TALENT NAME
	TYPE
	CHARACTER
	TALENT EFFECT

	[image: calcite might albedo passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
CALCITE MIGHT
	1ST ASCENSION
	ALBEDO
	TRANSIENT BLOSSOMS GENERATED BY ABIOGENESIS: SOLAR ISOTOMA DEAL 25% MORE DMG TO OPPONENTS WHOSE HP IS BELOW 50%.

	[image: homuncular nature albedo passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
HOMUNCULAR NATURE
	4TH ASCENSION
	ALBEDO
	USING RITE OF PROGENITURE: TECTONIC TIDE INCREASES THE ELEMENTAL MASTERY OF NEARBY PARTY MEMBERS BY 125 FOR 10S.

	[image: flash of genius albedo passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
FLASH OF GENIUS (ALBEDO)
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	ALBEDO
	WHEN ALBEDO CRAFTS WEAPON ASCENSION MATERIALS, HE HAS A 10% CHANCE TO RECEIVE DOUBLE THE PRODUCT.

	[image: combat override aloy passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
COMBAT OVERRIDE
	1ST ASCENSION
	ALOY
	WHEN ALOY RECEIVES THE COIL EFFECT FROM FROZEN WILDS, HER ATK IS INCREASED BY 16%, WHILE NEARBY PARTY MEMBERS' ATK IS INCREASED BY 8%. THIS EFFECT LASTS 10S.

	[image: strong strike aloy passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
STRONG STRIKE
	4TH ASCENSION
	ALOY
	WHEN ALOY IS IN THE RUSHING ICE STATE CONFERRED BY FROZEN WILDS, HER CRYO DMG BONUS INCREASES BY 3.5% EVERY 1S. A MAXIMUM CRYO DMG BONUS INCREASE OF 35% CAN BE GAINED IN THIS WAY.

	[image: easy does it aloy passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
EASY DOES IT
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	ALOY
	WHEN ALOY IS IN THE PARTY, ANIMALS WHO PRODUCE FOWL, RAW MEAT, OR CHILLED MEAT WILL NOT BE STARTLED WHEN PARTY MEMBERS APPROACH THEM.

	[image: every arrow finds its target amber passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
EVERY ARROW FINDS ITS TARGET
	1ST ASCENSION
	AMBER
	INCREASES THE CRIT RATE OF FIERY RAIN BY 10% AND WIDENS ITS AOE BY 30%.

	[image: precise shot amber passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
PRECISE SHOT
	4TH ASCENSION
	AMBER
	AIMED SHOT HITS ON WEAK SPOTS INCREASE ATK BY 15% FOR 10S.

	[image: gliding champion amber passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
GLIDING CHAMPION
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	AMBER
	DECREASES GLIDING STAMINA CONSUMPTION FOR YOUR OWN PARTY MEMBERS BY 20%. NOT STACKABLE WITH PASSIVE TALENTS THAT PROVIDE THE EXACT SAME EFFECTS.

	[image: glorious season barbara passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
GLORIOUS SEASON
	1ST ASCENSION
	BARBARA
	THE STAMINA CONSUMPTION OF CHARACTERS WITHIN LET THE SHOW BEGIN'S MELODY LOOP IS REDUCED BY 12%.

	[image: encore barbara passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
ENCORE
	4TH ASCENSION
	BARBARA
	WHEN YOUR ACTIVE CHARACTER GAINS AN ELEMENTAL ORB/PARTICLE, THE DURATION OF THE MELODY LOOP OF LET THE SHOW BEGIN♪ IS EXTENDED BY 1S. THE MAXIMUM EXTENSION IS 5S.

	[image: with my whole heart barbara passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
WITH MY WHOLE HEART
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	BARBARA
	WHEN A PERFECT COOKING IS ACHIEVED ON A DISH WITH RESTORATIVE EFFECTS, BARBARA HAS A 12% CHANCE TO OBTAIN DOUBLE THE PRODUCT.

	[image: retribution beidou passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
RETRIBUTION
	1ST ASCENSION
	BEIDOU
	COUNTERATTACKING WITH TIDECALLER AT THE PRECISE MOMENT WHEN THE CHARACTER IS HIT GRANTS THE MAXIMUM DMG BONUS.

	[image: lightning storm beidou passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
LIGHTNING STORM
	4TH ASCENSION
	BEIDOU
	GRANT TWO EFFECTS FOR 10S AFTER UNLEASHING TIDECALLER WITH ITS MAXIMUM DMG BONUS.

	[image: conqueror of tides beidou passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
CONQUEROR OF TIDES
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	BEIDOU
	DECREASES SWIMMING STAMINA CONSUMPTION OF YOUR CHARACTERS IN THE PARTY BY 20%. NOT STACKABLE WITH PASSIVE TALENTS THAT PROVIDE THE EXACT SAME EFFECTS.

	[image: rekindle bennett passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
REKINDLE
	1ST ASCENSION
	BENNETT
	DECREASES PASSION OVERLOAD'S CD BY 20%.

	[image: fearnaught bennett passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
FEARNAUGHT
	4TH ASCENSION
	BENNETT
	WHEN INSIDE FANTASTIC VOYAGE'S CIRCLE, PASSION OVERLOAD'S CD IS DECREASED BY 50% AND BENNETT CANNOT BE LAUNCHED BY THIS SKILL'S EXPLOSION.

	[image: it should be safe bennett passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
IT SHOULD BE SAFE...
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	BENNETT
	WHEN DISPATCHED ON AN EXPEDITION IN MONDSTADT, TIME CONSUMED IS REDUCED BY 25%.

	[image: steady breathing chongyun passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
STEADY BREATHING
	1ST ASCENSION
	CHONGYUN
	SWORD, CLAYMORE, OR POLEARM-WIELDING CHARACTERS WITHIN THE FIELD CREATED BY SPIRIT BLADE: CHONGHUA'S LAYERED FROST HAVE THEIR NORMAL ATK SPD INCREASED BY 8%.

	[image: rimechaser blade chongyun passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
RIMECHASER BLADE
	4TH ASCENSION
	CHONGYUN
	WHEN THE FIELD CREATED BY SPIRIT BLADE: CHONGHUA'S LAYERED FROST DISAPPEARS, ANOTHER SPIRIT BLADE WILL BE SUMMONED TO STRIKE NEARBY OPPONENTS, DEALING 100% OF CHONGHUA'S LAYERED FROST'S SKILL DMG AS AOE CRYO DMG. OPPONENTS HIT BY THIS BLADE WILL HAVE THEIR CRYO RES DECREASED BY 10% FOR 8S.

	[image: gallant journey chongyun passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
GALLANT JOURNEY
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	CHONGYUN
	WHEN DISPATCHED ON AN EXPEDITION IN LIYUE, TIME CONSUMED IS REDUCED BY 25%.

	[image: relentless diluc passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
RELENTLESS
	1ST ASCENSION
	DILUC
	DILUC'S CHARGED ATTACK STAMINA COST IS DECREASED BY 50%, AND ITS DURATION IS INCREASED BY 3S.

	[image: blessing of phoenix diluc passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
BLESSING OF PHOENIX
	4TH ASCENSION
	DILUC
	THE PYRO INFUSION PROVIDED BY DAWN LASTS FOR 4S LONGER. ADDITIONALLY, DILUC GAINS 20% PYRO DMG BONUS DURING THE DURATION OF THIS EFFECT.

	[image: tradition of the dawn knight diluc passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
TRADITION OF THE DAWN KNIGHT
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	DILUC
	REFUNDS 15% OF THE ORES USED WHEN CRAFTING CLAYMORE-TYPE WEAPONS.

	[image: cats tail secret menu diona passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
CAT'S TAIL SECRET MENU
	1ST ASCENSION
	DIONA
	CHARACTERS SHIELDED BY ICY PAWS HAVE THEIR MOVEMENT SPD INCREASED BY 10% AND THEIR STAMINA CONSUMPTION DECREASED BY 10%.

	[image: dunkards farce diona passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
DRUNKARDS' FARCE
	4TH ASCENSION
	DIONA
	OPPONENTS WHO ENTER THE AOE OF SIGNATURE MIX HAVE 10% DECREASED ATK FOR 15S.

	[image: complimentary bar food diona passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
COMPLIMENTARY BAR FOOD
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	DIONA
	WHEN A PERFECT COOKING IS ACHIEVED ON A DISH WITH RESTORATIVE EFFECTS, DIONA HAS A 12% CHANCE TO OBTAIN DOUBLE THE PRODUCT.

	[image: rolling rime eula passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
ROILING RIME
	1ST ASCENSION
	EULA
	IF 2 STACKS OF GRIMHEART ARE CONSUMED UPON UNLEASHING THE HOLDING MODE OF ICETIDE VORTEX, A SHATTERED LIGHTFALL SWORD WILL BE CREATED THAT WILL EXPLODE IMMEDIATELY, DEALING 50% OF THE BASIC PHYSICAL DMG DEALT BY A LIGHTFALL SWORD CREATED BY GLACIAL ILLUMINATION.

	[image: wellspring of war lust eula passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
WELLSPRING OF WAR-LUST
	4TH ASCENSION
	EULA
	WHEN GLACIAL ILLUMINATION IS CAST, THE CD OF ICETIDE VORTEX IS RESET AND EULA GAINS 1 STACK OF GRIMHEART.

	[image: aristocratic introspection eula passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
ARISTOCRATIC INTROSPECTION
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	EULA
	WHEN EULA CRAFTS CHARACTER TALENT MATERIALS, SHE HAS A 10% CHANCE TO RECEIVE DOUBLE THE PRODUCT.

	[image: stellar predator fischl passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
STELLAR PREDATOR
	1ST ASCENSION
	FISCHL
	WHEN FISCHL HITS OZ WITH A FULLY-CHARGED AIMED SHOT, OZ BRINGS DOWN THUNDERING RETRIBUTION, DEALING AOE ELECTRO DMG EQUAL TO 152.7% OF THE ARROW'S DMG.

	[image: undone be thy sinful hex fischl passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
UNDONE BE THY SINFUL HEX
	4TH ASCENSION
	FISCHL
	IF YOUR ACTIVE CHARACTER TRIGGERS AN ELECTRO-RELATED ELEMENTAL REACTION WHEN OZ IS ON THE FIELD, THE OPPONENT SHALL BE STRICKEN WITH THUNDERING RETRIBUTION, DEALING ELECTRO DMG EQUAL TO 80% OF FISCHL'S ATK.

	[image: mein hausgarten fishcl passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
MEIN HAUSGARTEN
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	FISCHL
	WHEN DISPATCHED ON AN EXPEDITION IN MONDSTADT, TIME CONSUMED IS REDUCED BY 25%.

	[image: undivided heart ganyu passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
UNDIVIDED HEART
	1ST ASCENSION
	GANYU
	AFTER FIRING A FROSTFLAKE ARROW, THE CRIT RATE OF SUBSEQUENT FROSTFLAKE ARROWS AND THEIR RESULTING BLOOM EFFECTS IS INCREASED BY 20% FOR 5S.

	[image: harmony between heaven and earth ganyu passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
HARMONY BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH
	4TH ASCENSION
	GANYU
	CELESTIAL SHOWER GRANTS A 20% CRYO DMG BONUS TO ACTIVE MEMBERS IN THE AOE.

	[image: preserved for the hunt ganyu passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
PRESERVED FOR THE HUNT
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	GANYU
	REFUNDS 15% OF THE ORES USED WHEN CRAFTING BOW-TYPE WEAPONS.

	[image: fluter by hu tao passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
FLUTTER BY
	1ST ASCENSION
	HU TAO
	WHEN A PARAMITA PAPILIO STATE ACTIVATED BY GUIDE TO AFTERLIFE ENDS, ALL ALLIES IN THE PARTY (EXCLUDING HU TAO HERSELF) WILL HAVE THEIR CRIT RATE INCREASED BY 12% FOR 8S.

	[image: sanguine rogue hu tao passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
SANGUINE ROUGE
	4TH ASCENSION
	HU TAO
	WHEN HU TAO'S HP IS EQUAL TO OR LESS THAN 50%, HER PYRO DMG BONUS IS INCREASED BY 33%.

	[image: the more the merrier hu tao passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
THE MORE THE MERRIER
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	HU TAO
	WHEN HU TAO COOKS A DISH PERFECTLY, SHE HAS A 18% CHANCE TO RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL "SUSPICIOUS" DISH OF THE SAME TYPE.

	[image: wind companion jean passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
WIND COMPANION
	1ST ASCENSION
	JEAN
	HITS BY JEAN'S NORMAL ATTACKS HAVE A 50% CHANCE TO REGENERATE HP EQUAL TO 15% OF JEAN'S ATK FOR ALL PARTY MEMBERS.

	[image: let the wind lead jean passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
LET THE WIND LEAD
	4TH ASCENSION
	JEAN
	USING DANDELION BREEZE WILL REGENERATE 20% OF ITS ENERGY.

	[image: guiding breeze jean passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
GUIDING BREEZE
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	JEAN
	WHEN A PERFECT COOKING IS ACHIEVED ON A DISH WITH RESTORATIVE EFFECTS, JEAN HAS A 12% CHANCE TO OBTAIN DOUBLE THE PRODUCT.

	[image: soumon swordsmanship kaedahara kazuha passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
SOUMON SWORDSMANSHIP
	1ST ASCENSION
	KAEDEHARA KAZUHA
	IF CHIHAYABURU COMES INTO CONTACT WITH HYDRO/PYRO/CRYO/ELECTRO WHEN CAST, CHIHAYABURU WILL ABSORB THAT ELEMENT AND IF PLUNGING ATTACK: MIDARE RANZAN IS USED BEFORE THE EFFECT EXPIRES, IT WILL DEAL AN ADDITIONAL 200% ATK OF THE ABSORBED ELEMENTAL TYPE AS DMG. THIS WILL BE CONSIDERED PLUNGING ATTACK DMG.

	[image: poetics of fuubutsu kaedahara kazuha passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
POETICS OF FUUBUTSU
	4TH ASCENSION
	KAEDEHARA KAZUHA
	UPON TRIGGERING A SWIRL REACTION, KAEDEHARA KAZUHA WILL GRANT ALL PARTY MEMBERS A 0.04% ELEMENTAL DMG BONUS TO THE ELEMENT ABSORBED BY SWIRL FOR EVERY POINT OF ELEMENTAL MASTERY HE HAS FOR 8S. BONUSES FOR DIFFERENT ELEMENTS OBTAINED THROUGH THIS METHOD CAN CO-EXIST.

	[image: cloud strider kaedahara kazuha passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
CLOUD STRIDER
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	KAEDEHARA KAZUHA
	DECREASES SPRINTING STAMINA CONSUMPTION FOR YOUR OWN PARTY MEMBERS BY 20%. NOT STACKABLE WITH PASSIVE TALENTS THAT PROVIDE THE EXACT SAME EFFECTS.

	[image: cold blooded strike kaeya passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
COLD-BLOODED STRIKE
	1ST ASCENSION
	KAEYA
	EVERY HIT WITH FROSTGNAW REGENERATES HP FOR KAEYA EQUAL TO 15% OF HIS ATK.

	[image: glacial heart kaeya passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
GLACIAL HEART
	4TH ASCENSION
	KAEYA
	OPPONENTS FROZEN BY FROSTGNAW WILL DROP ADDITIONAL ELEMENTAL PARTICLES. FROSTGNAW MAY ONLY PRODUCE A MAXIMUM OF 2 ADDITIONAL ELEMENTAL PARTICLES PER USE.

	[image: hidden strength kaeya passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
HIDDEN STRENGTH
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	KAEYA
	DECREASES SPRINTING STAMINA CONSUMPTION OF YOUR CHARACTERS IN THE PARTY BY 20%. NOT STACKABLE WITH PASSIVE TALENTS THAT PROVIDE THE EXACT SAME EFFECTS.

	[image: amatsumi kunitsumi sanctification kamisato ayaka passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
AMATSUMI KUNITSUMI SANCTIFICATION
	1ST ASCENSION
	KAMISATO AYAKA
	AFTER USING KAMISATO ART: HYOUKA, KAMISATO AYAKA'S NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS DEAL 30% INCREASED DMG FOR 6S.

	[image: kanten senmyou blessing kamisato ayaka passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
KANTEN SENMYOU BLESSING
	4TH ASCENSION
	KAMISATO AYAKA
	WHEN THE CRYO APPLICATION AT THE END OF KAMISATO ART: SENHO HITS AN OPPONENT, KAMISATO AYAKA GAINS 2 EFFECTS.

	[image: fruits of shinsa kamisato ayaka passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
FRUITS OF SHINSA
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	KAMISATO AYAKA
	WHEN AYAKA CRAFTS WEAPON ASCENSION MATERIALS, SHE HAS A 10% CHANCE TO RECEIVE DOUBLE THE PRODUCT.

	[image: thundering pennance keqing passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
THUNDERING PENANCE
	1ST ASCENSION
	KEQING
	AFTER RECASTING STELLAR RESTORATION WHILE A LIGHTNING STILETTO IS PRESENT, KEQING'S WEAPON GAINS AN ELECTRO INFUSION FOR 5S.

	[image: aristocratic dignity keqing passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
ARISTOCRATIC DIGNITY
	4TH ASCENSION
	KEQING
	WHEN CASTING STARWARD SWORD, KEQING'S CRIT RATE IS INCREASED BY 15%, AND HER ENERGY RECHARGE IS INCREASED BY 15%. THIS EFFECT LASTS FOR 8S.

	[image: lands overseer keqing passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
LAND'S OVERSEER
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	KEQING
	WHEN DISPATCHED ON AN EXPEDITION IN LIYUE, TIME CONSUMED IS REDUCED BY 25%.

	[image: pounding surprise klee passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
POUNDING SURPRISE
	1ST ASCENSION
	KLEE
	WHEN JUMPY DUMPTY AND NORMAL ATTACKS DEAL DMG, KLEE HAS A 50% CHANCE TO OBTAIN AN EXPLOSIVE SPARK. THIS EXPLOSIVE SPARK IS CONSUMED BY THE NEXT CHARGED ATTACK, WHICH COSTS NO STAMINA AND DEALS 50% INCREASED DMG.

	[image: sparkling burst klee passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
SPARKLING BURST
	4TH ASCENSION
	KLEE
	WHEN KLEE'S CHARGED ATTACK RESULTS IN A CRIT, ALL PARTY MEMBERS GAIN 2 ELEMENTAL ENERGY.

	[image: all of my treasures klee passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
ALL OF MY TREASURES!
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	KLEE
	DISPLAYS THE LOCATION OF NEARBY RESOURCES UNIQUE TO MONDSTADT ON THE MINI-MAP.

	[image: immovable will kujou sara passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
IMMOVABLE WILL
	1ST ASCENSION
	KUJOU SARA
	WHILE IN THE CROWFEATHER COVER STATE PROVIDED BY TENGU STORMCALL, AIMED SHOT CHARGE TIMES ARE DECREASED BY 60%.

	[image: decorum kujou sara passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
DECORUM
	4TH ASCENSION
	KUJOU SARA
	WHEN TENGU JUURAI: AMBUSH HITS OPPONENTS, KUJOU SARA WILL RESTORE 1.2 ENERGY TO ALL PARTY MEMBERS FOR EVERY 100% ENERGY RECHARGE SHE HAS. THIS EFFECT CAN BE TRIGGERED ONCE EVERY 3S.

	[image: land survey kujou sara passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
LAND SURVEY
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	KUJOU SARA
	WHEN DISPATCHED ON AN EXPEDITION IN INAZUMA, TIME CONSUMED IS REDUCED BY 25%.

	[image: induced aftershock lisa passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
INDUCED AFTERSHOCK
	1ST ASCENSION
	LISA
	HITS BY CHARGED ATTACKS APPLY VIOLET ARC'S CONDUCTIVE STATUS TO OPPONENTS.

	[image: static electricity field lisa passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
STATIC ELECTRICITY FIELD
	4TH ASCENSION
	LISA
	OPPONENTS HIT BY LIGHTNING ROSE HAVE THEIR DEF DECREASED BY 15% FOR 10S.

	[image: general pharmaceutics lisa passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
GENERAL PHARMACEUTICS
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	LISA
	WHEN LISA CRAFTS A POTION, SHE HAS A 20% CHANCE TO REFUND ONE COUNT OF ONE MATERIAL OUT OF ALL THE CRAFTING MATERIALS USED.

	[image: come n get me hag mona passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
"COME 'N' GET ME, HAG!"
	1ST ASCENSION
	MONA
	AFTER SHE HAS USED ILLUSORY TORRENT FOR 2S, IF THERE ARE ANY OPPONENTS NEARBY, MONA WILL AUTOMATICALLY CREATE A PHANTOM.

	[image: waterborned destiny mona passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
WATERBORNE DESTINY
	4TH ASCENSION
	MONA
	INCREASES MONA'S HYDRO DMG BONUS BY A DEGREE EQUIVALENT TO 20% OF HER ENERGY RECHARGE RATE.

	[image: principium of astrology mona passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
PRINCIPIUM OF ASTROLOGY
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	MONA
	WHEN MONA CRAFTS WEAPON ASCENSION MATERIALS, SHE HAS A 25% CHANCE TO REFUND ONE COUNT OF ONE MATERIAL OUT OF ALL THE CRAFTING MATERIALS USED.

	[image: backup plan ningguang passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
BACKUP PLAN
	1ST ASCENSION
	NINGGUANG
	WHEN NINGGUANG IS IN POSSESSION OF STAR JADES, HER CHARGED ATTACK DOES NOT CONSUME STAMINA.

	[image: strategic reserve ningguang passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
STRATEGIC RESERVE
	4TH ASCENSION
	NINGGUANG
	A CHARACTER THAT PASSES THROUGH THE JADE SCREEN WILL GAIN A 12% GEO DMG BONUS FOR 10S.

	[image: trove of marvelous treasures ningguang passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
TROVE OF MARVELOUS TREASURES
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	NINGGUANG
	DISPLAYS THE LOCATION OF NEARBY ORE VEINS USED IN FORGING ON THE MINI-MAP.

	[image: devotion noelle passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
DEVOTION
	1ST ASCENSION
	NOELLE
	WHEN NOELLE IS IN THE PARTY BUT NOT ON THE FIELD, THIS ABILITY TRIGGERS AUTOMATICALLY WHEN YOUR ACTIVE CHARACTER'S HP FALLS BELOW 30%.

	[image: nice and clean noelle passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
NICE AND CLEAN
	4TH ASCENSION
	NOELLE
	EVERY 4 NORMAL OR CHARGED ATTACK HITS WILL DECREASE THE CD OF BREASTPLATE BY 1S. HITTING MULTIPLE OPPONENTS WITH A SINGLE ATTACK IS ONLY COUNTED AS 1 HIT.

	[image: maids knighthood noelle passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
MAID'S KNIGHTHOOD
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	NOELLE
	WHEN A PERFECT COOKING IS ACHIEVED ON A DEF-BOOSTING DISH, NOELLE HAS A 12% CHANCE TO OBTAIN DOUBLE THE PRODUCT.

	[image: life prolonging methods qiqi passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
LIFE-PROLONGING METHODS
	1ST ASCENSION
	QIQI
	WHEN A CHARACTER UNDER THE EFFECTS OF ADEPTUS ART: HERALD OF FROST TRIGGERS AN ELEMENTAL REACTION, THEIR INCOMING HEALING BONUS IS INCREASED BY 20% FOR 8S.

	[image: a glimpse into arcanum qiqi passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
A GLIMPSE INTO ARCANUM
	4TH ASCENSION
	QIQI
	WHEN QIQI HITS OPPONENTS WITH HER NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS, SHE HAS A 50% CHANCE TO APPLY A FORTUNE-PRESERVING TALISMAN TO THEM FOR 6S. THIS EFFECT CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 30S.

	[image: former life memories qiqi passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
FORMER LIFE MEMORIES
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	QIQI
	DISPLAYS THE LOCATION OF NEARBY RESOURCES UNIQUE TO LIYUE ON THE MINI-MAP.

	[image: wishes unnumbered raiden shogun passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
WISHES UNNUMBERED
	1ST ASCENSION
	RAIDEN SHOGUN
	WHEN NEARBY PARTY MEMBERS GAIN ELEMENTAL ORBS OR PARTICLES, CHAKRA DESIDERATA GAINS 2 RESOLVE STACKS. THIS EFFECT CAN OCCUR ONCE EVERY 3S.

	[image: enlightened one raiden shogun passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
ENLIGHTENED ONE
	4TH ASCENSION
	RAIDEN SHOGUN
	EACH 1% ABOVE 100% ENERGY RECHARGE THAT THE RAIDEN SHOGUN POSSESSES GRANTS HER 2 EFFECTS.

	[image: all preserver raiden shogun passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
ALL-PRESERVER
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	RAIDEN SHOGUN
	MORA EXPENDED WHEN ASCENDING SWORDS AND POLEARMS IS DECREASED BY 50%.

	[image: awakening razor passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
AWAKENING
	1ST ASCENSION
	RAZOR
	DECREASES CLAW AND THUNDER'S CD BY 18%. USING LIGHTNING FANG RESETS THE CD OF CLAW AND THUNDER.

	[image: hunger razor passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
HUNGER
	4TH ASCENSION
	RAZOR
	WHEN RAZOR'S ENERGY IS BELOW 50%, INCREASES ENERGY RECHARGE BY 30%.

	[image: wolvensprint razor passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
WOLVENSPRINT
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	RAZOR
	DECREASES SPRINTING STAMINA CONSUMPTION OF YOUR CHARACTERS IN THE PARTY BY 20%. NOT STACKABLE WITH PASSIVE TALENTS THAT PROVIDE THE EXACT SAME EFFECTS.

	[image: regina probationum rosaria passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
REGINA PROBATIONUM
	1ST ASCENSION
	ROSARIA
	WHEN ROSARIA STRIKES AN OPPONENT FROM BEHIND USING RAVAGING CONFESSION, ROSARIA'S CRIT RATE INCREASES BY 12% FOR 5S.

	[image: shadow samaritan rosaria passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
SHADOW SAMARITAN
	4TH ASCENSION
	ROSARIA
	CASTING RITES OF TERMINATION INCREASES CRIT RATE OF ALL NEARBY PARTY MEMBERS (EXCEPT ROSARIA HERSELF) BY 15% OF ROSARIA'S CRIT RATE FOR 10S. CRIT RATE BONUS GAINED THIS WAY CANNOT EXCEED 15%.

	[image: night walk rosaria passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
NIGHT WALK
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	ROSARIA
	AT NIGHT (18:00 – 6:00), INCREASES THE MOVEMENT SPD OF YOUR OWN PARTY MEMBERS BY 10%. DOES NOT TAKE EFFECT IN DOMAINS, TROUNCE DOMAINS, OR SPIRAL ABYSS. NOT STACKABLE WITH PASSIVE TALENTS THAT PROVIDE THE SAME EFFECTS.

	[image: tamanooyas casket sangonomiya kokomi passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
TAMANOOYA'S CASKET
	1ST ASCENSION
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI
	IF SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI'S OWN BAKE-KURAGE ARE ON THE FIELD WHEN SHE USES NEREID'S ASCENSION, THE BAKE-KURAGE'S DURATION WILL BE REFRESHED.

	[image: song of pearls sangonomiya kokomi passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
SONG OF PEARLS
	4TH ASCENSION
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI
	WHILE DONNING THE CEREMONIAL GARMENT CREATED BY NEREID'S ASCENSION, THE NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACK DMG BONUS SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI GAINS BASED ON HER MAX HP WILL RECEIVE A FURTHER INCREASE BASED ON 15% OF HER HEALING BONUS.

	[image: flawless strategy sangonomiya kokomi passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
FLAWLESS STRATEGY
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI HAS A 25% HEALING BONUS, BUT A 100% DECREASE IN CRIT RATE.

	[image: princess of watatsumi sangonomiya kokomi passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
PRINCESS OF WATATSUMI
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI
	DECREASES SWIMMING STAMINA CONSUMPTION FOR YOUR OWN PARTY MEMBERS BY 20%. NOT STACKABLE WITH PASSIVE TALENTS THAT PROVIDE THE EXACT SAME EFFECTS.

	[image: someone more capable sayu passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
SOMEONE MORE CAPABLE
	1ST ASCENSION
	SAYU
	WHEN SAYU TRIGGERS A SWIRL REACTION WHILE ACTIVE, SHE HEALS ALL YOUR CHARACTERS AND NEARBY ALLIES FOR 300 HP. SHE WILL ALSO HEAL AN ADDITIONAL 1.2 HP FOR EVERY POINT OF ELEMENTAL MASTERY SHE HAS. THIS EFFECT CAN BE TRIGGERED ONCE EVERY 2S.

	[image: no work today sayu passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
NO WORK TODAY!
	4TH ASCENSION
	SAYU
	THE MUJI-MUJI DARUMA CREATED BY YOOHOO ART: MUJINA FLURRY GAINS 2 EFFECTS.

	[image: yoohoo art silencers secret sayu passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
YOOHOO ART: SILENCER'S SECRET
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	SAYU
	WHEN SAYU IS IN THE PARTY, YOUR CHARACTERS WILL NOT STARTLE CRYSTALFLIES AND CERTAIN OTHER ANIMALS WHEN GETTING NEAR THEM.

	[image: catalyst conversion sucrose passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
CATALYST CONVERSION
	1ST ASCENSION
	SUCROSE
	WHEN SUCROSE TRIGGERS A SWIRL EFFECT, ALL CHARACTERS IN THE PARTY WITH THE MATCHING ELEMENT (EXCLUDING SUCROSE) HAVE THEIR ELEMENTAL MASTERY INCREASED BY 50 FOR 8S.

	[image: mollis favonius sucrose passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
MOLLIS FAVONIUS
	4TH ASCENSION
	SUCROSE
	WHEN ASTABLE ANEMOHYPOSTASIS CREATION - 6308 OR FORBIDDEN CREATION - ISOMER 75 / TYPE II HITS AN OPPONENT, INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' (EXCLUDING SUCROSE) ELEMENTAL MASTERY BASED ON 20% OF SUCROSE'S ELEMENTAL MASTERY FOR 8S.

	[image: astable invention sucrose passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
ASTABLE INVENTION
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	SUCROSE
	WHEN SUCROSE CRAFTS CHARACTER AND WEAPON ENHANCEMENT MATERIALS, SHE HAS A 10% CHANCE TO OBTAIN DOUBLE THE PRODUCT.

	[image: never ending tartaglia passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
NEVER ENDING
	1ST ASCENSION
	TARTAGLIA
	EXTENDS RIPTIDE DURATION BY 8S.

	[image: sword of torrents tartaglia passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
SWORD OF TORRENTS
	4TH ASCENSION
	TARTAGLIA
	WHEN TARTAGLIA IS IN FOUL LEGACY: RAGING TIDE'S MELEE STANCE, ON DEALING A CRIT HIT, NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS APPLY THE RIPTIDE STATUS EFFECTS TO OPPONENTS.

	[image: master of weaponry tartaglia passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
MASTER OF WEAPONRY
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	TARTAGLIA
	INCREASES YOUR OWN PARTY MEMBERS' NORMAL ATTACK LEVEL BY 1.

	[image: imbricated armor thoma passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
IMBRICATED ARMOR
	1ST ASCENSION
	THOMA
	WHEN YOUR CURRENT ACTIVE CHARACTER OBTAINS OR REFRESHES A BLAZING BARRIER, THIS CHARACTER'S SHIELD STRENGTH WILL INCREASE BY 5% FOR 6S. THIS EFFECT CAN BE TRIGGERED ONCE EVERY 0.3 SECONDS. MAX 5 STACKS.

	[image: flaming assault thoma passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
FLAMING ASSAULT
	4TH ASCENSION
	THOMA
	DMG DEALT BY CRIMSON OOYOROI'S FIERY COLLAPSE IS INCREASED BY 2.2% OF THOMA'S MAX HP.

	[image: snap and swing thoma passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
SNAP AND SWING
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	THOMA
	WHEN YOU FISH SUCCESSFULLY IN INAZUMA, THOMA'S HELP GRANTS A 20% CHANCE OF SCORING A DOUBLE CATCH.

	[image: slitting wind traveler passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
SLITTING WIND
	1ST ASCENSION
	TRAVELER
	(ANEMO)
THE LAST HIT OF A NORMAL ATTACK COMBO UNLEASHES A WIND BLADE, DEALING 60% OF ATK AS ANEMO DMG TO ALL OPPONENTS IN ITS PATH.

	[image: second wind traveler passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
SECOND WIND
	4TH ASCENSION
	TRAVELER
	(ANEMO)
PALM VORTEX KILLS REGENERATE 2% HP FOR 5S. THIS EFFECT CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 5S.

	[image: shattered darkrock traveler passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
SHATTERED DARKROCK
	1ST ASCENSION
	TRAVELER
	(GEO)
REDUCES STARFELL SWORD'S CD BY 2S.

	[image: frenzied rockslide traveler passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
FRENZIED ROCKSLIDE
	4TH ASCENSION
	TRAVELER
	(GEO)
THE FINAL HIT OF A NORMAL ATTACK COMBO TRIGGERS A COLLAPSE, DEALING 60% OF ATK AS AOE GEO DMG.

	[image: thunderflash traveler passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
THUNDERFLASH
	1ST ASCENSION
	TRAVELER
	(ELECTRO)
WHEN ANOTHER NEARBY CHARACTER IN THE PARTY OBTAINS AN ABUNDANCE AMULET CREATED BY LIGHTNING BLADE, LIGHTNING BLADE'S CD IS DECREASED BY 1.5S.

	[image: resounding roar traveler passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
RESOUNDING ROAR
	4TH ASCENSION
	TRAVELER
	(ELECTRO)
INCREASES THE ENERGY RECHARGE EFFECT GRANTED BY LIGHTNING BLADE'S ABUNDANCE AMULET BY 10% OF THE TRAVELER'S ENERGY RECHARGE.

	[image: embrace of winds venti passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
EMBRACE OF WINDS
	1ST ASCENSION
	VENTI
	HOLDING SKYWARD SONNET CREATES AN UPCURRENT THAT LASTS FOR 20S.

	[image: stormeye venti passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
STORMEYE
	4TH ASCENSION
	VENTI
	REGENERATES 15 ENERGY FOR VENTI AFTER THE EFFECTS OF WIND'S GRAND ODE END. IF AN ELEMENTAL ABSORPTION OCCURRED, THIS ALSO RESTORES 15 ENERGY TO ALL CHARACTERS OF THAT CORRESPONDING ELEMENT.

	[image: windrider venti passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
WINDRIDER
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	VENTI
	DECREASES GLIDING STAMINA CONSUMPTION FOR YOUR OWN PARTY MEMBERS BY 20%. NOT STACKABLE WITH PASSIVE TALENTS THAT PROVIDE THE EXACT SAME EFFECTS.

	[image: crossfire xiangling passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
CROSSFIRE
	1ST ASCENSION
	XIANGLING
	INCREASES THE FLAME RANGE OF GUOBA BY 20%.

	[image: beware its super hot xianling passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
BEWARE, IT'S SUPER HOT!
	4TH ASCENSION
	XIANGLING
	WHEN GUOBA ATTACK'S EFFECTS END, GUOBA LEAVES A CHILI PEPPER ON THE SPOT WHERE IT DISAPPEARED. PICKING UP A CHILI PEPPER INCREASES ATK BY 10% FOR 10S.

	[image: chef de cuisine xiangling passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
CHEF DE CUISINE
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	XIANGLING
	WHEN A PERFECT COOKING IS ACHIEVED ON AN ATK-BOOSTING DISH, XIANGLING HAS A 12% CHANCE TO RECEIVE DOUBLE THE PRODUCT.

	[image: conqueror of evil tamer of demons xiao passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
CONQUEROR OF EVIL: TAMER OF DEMONS
	1ST ASCENSION
	XIAO
	WHILE UNDER THE EFFECTS OF BANE OF ALL EVIL, ALL DMG DEALT BY XIAO INCREASES BY 5%. DMG INCREASES BY A FURTHER 5% FOR EVERY 3S THE ABILITY PERSISTS. THE MAXIMUM DMG BONUS IS 25

	[image: dissolution eon heaven fall xiao passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
DISSOLUTION EON: HEAVEN FALL
	4TH ASCENSION
	XIAO
	USING LEMNISCATIC WIND CYCLING INCREASES THE DMG OF SUBSEQUENT USES OF LEMNISCATIC WIND CYCLING BY 15%. THIS EFFECT LASTS FOR 7S, AND HAS A MAXIMUM OF 3 STACKS. GAINING A NEW STACK REFRESHES THE EFFECT'S DURATION.

	[image: transcension gravity defier xiao passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
TRANSCENSION: GRAVITY DEFIER
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	XIAO
	DECREASES CLIMBING STAMINA CONSUMPTION FOR YOUR OWN PARTY MEMBERS BY 20%. NOT STACKABLE WITH PASSIVE TALENTS THAT PROVIDE THE EXACT SAME EFFECTS.

	[image: hydropathic xingqiu passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
HYDROPATHIC
	1ST ASCENSION
	XINGQIU
	WHEN A RAIN SWORD IS SHATTERED OR WHEN ITS DURATION EXPIRES, IT REGENERATES THE CURRENT CHARACTER'S HP BASED ON 6% OF XINGQIU'S MAX HP.

	[image: blades amidst raindrops xingqiu passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
BLADES AMIDST RAINDROPS
	4TH ASCENSION
	XINGQIU
	XINGQIU GAINS A 20% HYDRO DMG BONUS.

	[image: flash of genius xingqiu passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
FLASH OF GENIUS
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	XINGQIU
	WHEN XINGQIU CRAFTS CHARACTER TALENT MATERIALS, HE HAS A 25% CHANCE TO REFUND A PORTION OF THE CRAFTING MATERIALS USED.

	[image: the show goes on even without an audience xinyan passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
"THE SHOW GOES ON, EVEN WITHOUT AN AUDIENCE..."
	1ST ASCENSION
	XINYAN
	DECREASES THE NUMBER OF OPPONENTS SWEEPING FERVOR MUST HIT TO TRIGGER EACH LEVEL OF SHIELDING.

	[image: now that's rock n roll xinyan passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
"...NOW THAT'S ROCK 'N' ROLL!"
	4TH ASCENSION
	XINYAN
	CHARACTERS SHIELDED BY SWEEPING FERVOR DEAL 15% INCREASED PHYSICAL DMG.

	[image: a rad recipe xinyan passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
A RAD RECIPE
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	XINAYN
	WHEN A PERFECT COOKING IS ACHIEVED ON A DEF-BOOSTING DISH, XINYAN HAS A 12% CHANCE TO OBTAIN DOUBLE THE PRODUCT.

	[image: proviso yanfei passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
PROVISO
	1ST ASCENSION
	YANFEI
	WHEN YANFEI CONSUMES SCARLET SEALS BY USING A CHARGED ATTACK, EACH SCARLET SEAL WILL INCREASE YANFEI'S PYRO DMG BONUS BY 5%. THIS EFFECT LASTS FOR 6S. WHEN A CHARGED ATTACK IS USED AGAIN DURING THE EFFECT'S DURATION, IT WILL DISPEL THE PREVIOUS EFFECT.

	[image: blazing eye yanfei passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
BLAZING EYE
	4TH ASCENSION
	YANFEI
	WHEN YANFEI'S CHARGED ATTACK DEALS A CRIT HIT TO OPPONENTS, SHE WILL DEAL AN ADDITIONAL INSTANCE OF AOE PYRO DMG EQUAL TO 80% OF HER ATK. THIS DMG COUNTS AS CHARGED ATTACK DMG.

	[image: encyclopedic expertise yanfei passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
ENCYCLOPEDIC EXPERTISE
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	YANFEI
	DISPLAYS THE LOCATION OF NEARBY RESOURCES UNIQUE TO LIYUE ON THE MINI-MAP.

	[image: tricks of the trouble maker yoimiya passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
TRICKS OF THE TROUBLE-MAKER
	1ST ASCENSION
	YOIMIYA
	DURING NIWABI FIRE-DANCE, SHOTS FROM YOIMIYA'S NORMAL ATTACK WILL INCREASE HER PYRO DMG BONUS BY 2% ON HIT. THIS EFFECT LASTS FOR 3S AND CAN HAVE A MAXIMUM OF 10 STACKS.

	[image: summer nights dawn yoimiya passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
SUMMER NIGHT'S DAWN
	4TH ASCENSION
	YOIMIYA
	USING RYUUKIN SAXIFRAGE CAUSES NEARBY PARTY MEMBERS (NOT INCLUDING YOIMIYA) TO GAIN A 10% ATK INCREASE FOR 15S. ADDITIONALLY, A FURTHER ATK BONUS WILL BE ADDED ON BASED ON THE NUMBER OF "TRICKS OF THE TROUBLE-MAKER" STACKS YOIMIYA POSSESSES WHEN USING RYUUKIN SAXIFRAGE. EACH STACK INCREASES THIS ATK BONUS BY 1%.

	[image: blazing match yoimiya passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
BLAZING MATCH
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	YOIMIYA
	WHEN YOIMIYA CRAFTS DECORATION, ORNAMENT, AND LANDSCAPE-TYPE FURNISHINGS, SHE HAS A 100% CHANCE TO REFUND A PORTION OF THE MATERIALS USED.

	[image: resonant waves zhongli passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
RESONANT WAVES
	1ST ASCENSION
	ZHONGLI
	WHEN THE JADE SHIELD TAKES DMG, IT WILL FORTIFY: FORTIFIED CHARACTERS HAVE 5% INCREASED SHIELD STRENGTH. CAN STACK UP TO 5 TIMES, AND LASTS UNTIL THE JADE SHIELD DISAPPEARS.

	[image: dominance of earth zhongli passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
DOMINANCE OF EARTH
	4TH ASCENSION
	ZHONGLI
	ZHONGLI DEALS BONUS DMG BASED ON HIS MAX HP.

	[image: arcanum of crystal zhongli passive talent genshin impact wiki guide small min]
ARCANUM OF CRYSTAL
	UTILITY PASSIVE
	ZHONGLI
	REFUNDS 15% OF THE ORES USED WHEN CRAFTING POLEARM-TYPE WEAPONS.



	TALENT NAME
	CHARACTER
	TALENT EFFECT

	[image: flower of eden albedo constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
FLOWER OF EDEN
	ALBEDO
	TRANSIENT BLOSSOMS GENERATED BY ALBEDO'S ABIOGENESIS: SOLAR ISOTOMA REGENERATE 1.2 ENERGY FOR ALBEDO.

	[image: opening of phanerozoic albedo constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
OPENING OF PHANEROZOIC
	ALBEDO
	TRANSIENT BLOSSOMS GENERATED BY ABIOGENESIS: SOLAR ISOTOMA GRANT ALBEDO FATAL RECKONING FOR 30S:
· UNLEASHING RITE OF PROGENITURE: TECTONIC TIDE CONSUMES ALL STACKS OF FATAL RECKONING. EACH STACK OF FATAL RECKONING CONSUMED INCREASES THE DMG DEALT BY FATAL BLOSSOMS AND RITE OF PROGENITURE: TECTONIC TIDE'S BURST DMG BY 30% OF ALBEDO'S DEF.
· THIS EFFECT STACKS UP TO 4 TIMES.

	[image: grace of helios albedo constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
GRACE OF HELIOS
	ALBEDO
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF ABIOGENESIS: SOLAR ISOTOMA BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: descent of divinity albedo constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
DESCENT OF DIVINITY
	ALBEDO
	ACTIVE PARTY MEMBERS WITHIN THE SOLAR ISOTOMA FIELD HAVE THEIR PLUNGING ATTACK DMG INCREASED BY 30%.

	[image: tide of hadean albedo constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
TIDE OF HADEAN
	ALBEDO
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF RITE OF PROGENITURE: TECTONIC TIDE BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: dust of purification albedo constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
DUST OF PURIFICATION
	ALBEDO
	ACTIVE PARTY MEMBERS WITHIN THE SOLAR ISOTOMA FIELD WHO ARE PROTECTED BY A SHIELD CREATED BY CRYSTALLIZE HAVE THEIR DMG INCREASED BY 17%.

	[image: star of another world aloy constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
STAR OF ANOTHER WORLD
	ALOY
	THE TIME HAS NOT YET COME FOR THIS PERSON'S CORNER OF THE NIGHT SKY TO LIGHT UP.

	[image: one arrow to rule them all amber constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
ONE ARROW TO RULE THEM ALL
	AMBER
	FIRES 2 ARROWS PER AIMED SHOT. THE SECOND ARROW DEALS 20% OF THE FIRST ARROW'S DMG.

	[image: bunny triggered amber constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
BUNNY TRIGGERED
	AMBER
	BARON BUNNY, NEW AND IMPROVED! HITTING BARON BUNNY'S FOOT WITH A FULLY-CHARGED AIMED SHOT MANUALLY DETONATES IT.
EXPLOSION VIA MANUAL DETONATION DEALS 200% ADDITIONAL DMG.

	[image: it burns amber constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
IT BURNS!
	AMBER
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF FIERY RAIN BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: its not just any doll amber constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
IT'S NOT JUST ANY DOLL...
	AMBER
	DECREASES EXPLOSIVE PUPPET'S CD BY 20%. ADDS 1 ADDITIONAL CHARGE.

	[image: its baron bunny amber constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
IT'S BARON BUNNY!
	AMBER
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF EXPLOSIVE PUPPET BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: wildfire amber constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
WILDFIRE
	AMBER
	FIERY RAIN INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' MOVEMENT SPD BY 15% AND ATK BY 15% FOR 10S.

	[image: gleeful songs barbara constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
GLEEFUL SONGS
	BARBARA
	BARBARA REGENERATES 1 ENERGY EVERY 10S.

	[image: vitality burst barbara constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
VITALITY BURST
	BARBARA
	DECREASES THE CD OF LET THE SHOW BEGIN♪ BY 15%.
DURING THE ABILITY'S DURATION, YOUR ACTIVE CHARACTER GAINS A 15% HYDRO DMG BONUS.

	[image: star of tomorrow barbara constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
STAR OF TOMORROW
	BARBARA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF SHINING MIRACLE♪ BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: attentiveness be my power barbara constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
ATTENTIVENESS BE MY POWER
	BARBARA
	EVERY OPPONENT BARBARA HITS WITH HER CHARGED ATTACK REGENERATES 1 ENERGY FOR HER.
A MAXIMUM OF 5 ENERGY CAN BE REGENERATED IN THIS MANNER WITH ANY ONE CHARGED ATTACK.

	[image: the purest companionship barbara constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
THE PUREST COMPANIONSHIP
	BARBARA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF LET THE SHOW BEGIN♪ BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: dedicating everything to you barbara constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
DEDICATING EVERYTHING TO YOU
	BARBARA
	WHEN BARBARA IS IN THE PARTY BUT NOT ON THE FIELD, AND ONE OF YOUR OWN PARTY MEMBERS FALLS. THIS EFFECT CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 15 MINS.:
· AUTOMATICALLY REVIVES THE FALLEN CHARACTER.
· FULLY RESTORES THE REVIVED CHARACTER'S HP TO 100%.

	[image: sea beasts scourge beidou constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SEA BEAST'S SCOURGE
	BEIDOU
	WHEN STORMBREAKER IS USED:
· CREATES A SHIELD THAT ABSORBS UP TO 16% OF BEIDOU'S MAX HP FOR 15S.
· THIS SHIELD ABSORBS ELECTRO DMG 250% MORE EFFECTIVELY.

	[image: upon the turbulent sea the thunder arises beidou constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
UPON THE TURBULENT SEA, THE THUNDER ARISES
	BEIDOU
	STORMBREAKER'S ARC LIGHTNING CAN JUMP TO 2 ADDITIONAL TARGETS.

	[image: summoner of storm beidou constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SUMMONER OF STORM
	BEIDOU
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF TIDECALLER BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: stunning revenge beidou constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
STUNNING REVENGE
	BEIDOU
	WITHIN 10S OF TAKING DMG, BEIDOU'S NORMAL ATTACKS GAIN 20% ADDITIONAL ELECTRO DMG.

	[image: crimson tidewalker beidou constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CRIMSON TIDEWALKER
	BEIDOU
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF STORMBREAKER BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: bane of evil beidou constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
BANE OF EVIL
	BEIDOU
	DURING THE DURATION OF STORMBREAKER, THE ELECTRO RES OF SURROUNDING OPPONENTS IS DECREASED BY 15%.

	[image: grand expectation bennett constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
GRAND EXPECTATION
	BENNETT
	FANTASTIC VOYAGE'S ATK INCREASE NO LONGER HAS AN HP RESTRICTION, AND GAINS AN ADDITIONAL 20% OF BENNETT'S BASE ATK.

	[image: impasse conqueror bennett constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
IMPASSE CONQUEROR
	BENNETT
	WHEN BENNETT'S HP FALLS BELOW 70%, HIS ENERGY RECHARGE IS INCREASED BY 30%.

	[image: unstoppable fervor bennett constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
UNSTOPPABLE FERVOR
	BENNETT
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF PASSION OVERLOAD BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: unexpected odyssey bennett constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
UNEXPECTED ODYSSEY
	BENNETT
	USING A NORMAL ATTACK WHEN EXECUTING THE SECOND ATTACK OF PASSION OVERLOAD'S CHARGE LEVEL 1 ALLOWS AN ADDITIONAL ATTACK TO BE PERFORMED.
THIS ADDITIONAL ATTACK DOES 135% OF THE SECOND ATTACK'S DMG.

	[image: true explorer bennett constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
TRUE EXPLORER
	BENNETT
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF FANTASTIC VOYAGE BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: fire ventures with me bennett constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
FIRE VENTURES WITH ME
	BENNETT
	SWORD, CLAYMORE, OR POLEARM-WIELDING CHARACTERS INSIDE FANTASTIC VOYAGE'S RADIUS GAIN A 15% PYRO DMG BONUS AND THEIR WEAPONS ARE INFUSED WITH PYRO.

	[image: ice unleashed chongyun constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
ICE UNLEASHED
	CHONGYUN
	THE LAST ATTACK OF CHONGYUN'S NORMAL ATTACK COMBO RELEASES 3 ICE BLADES. EACH BLADE DEALS 50% OF CHONGYUN'S ATK AS CRYO DMG TO ALL OPPONENTS IN ITS PATH.

	[image: atmospheric revolution chongyun constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
ATMOSPHERIC REVOLUTION
	CHONGYUN
	ELEMENTAL SKILLS AND ELEMENTAL BURSTS CAST WITHIN THE FROST FIELD CREATED BY SPIRIT BLADE: CHONGHUA'S LAYERED FROST HAVE THEIR CD TIME DECREASED BY 15%.

	[image: cloudburst chongyun constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CLOUDBURST
	CHONGYUN
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF SPIRIT BLADE: CLOUD-PARTING STAR BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: frozen skies chongyun constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
FROZEN SKIES
	CHONGYUN
	CHONGYUN REGENERATES 1 ENERGY EVERY TIME HE HITS AN OPPONENT AFFECTED BY CRYO. THIS EFFECT CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 2S.

	[image: the true path chongyun constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
THE TRUE PATH
	CHONGYUN
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF SPIRIT BLADE: CHONGHUA'S LAYERED FROST BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: rally of four blades chongyun constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
RALLY OF FOUR BLADES
	CHONGYUN
	SPIRIT BLADE: CLOUD-PARTING STAR DEALS 15% MORE DMG TO OPPONENTS WITH A LOWER PERCENTAGE OF THEIR MAX HP REMAINING THAN CHONGYUN. THIS SKILL WILL ALSO SUMMON 1 ADDITIONAL SPIRIT BLADE.


	[image: conviction diluc constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CONVICTION
	DILUC
	DILUC DEALS 15% MORE DMG TO OPPONENTS WHOSE HP IS ABOVE 50%.

	[image: searing ember diluc constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SEARING EMBER
	DILUC
	WHEN DILUC TAKES DMG, HIS ATK INCREASES BY 10% AND HIS ATK SPD INCREASES BY 5%. LASTS FOR 10S. THIS EFFECT CAN STACK UP TO 3 TIMES AND CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 1.5S.


	[image: fire and steel diluc constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
FIRE AND STEEL
	DILUC
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF SEARING ONSLAUGHT BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: flowing flame diluc constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
FLOWING FLAME
	DILUC
	CASTING SEARING ONSLAUGHT IN RHYTHM GREATLY INCREASES DAMAGE DEALT.
2S AFTER CASTING SEARING ONSLAUGHT, CASTING THE NEXT SEARING ONSLAUGHT IN THE COMBO DEALS 40% ADDITIONAL DMG. THIS EFFECT LASTS FOR 2S.

	[image: phoenix harbringer of dawn diluc constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
PHOENIX, HARBINGER OF DAWN
	DILUC
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF DAWN BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: flaming sword nemesis of the dark diluc constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
FLAMING SWORD, NEMESIS OF THE DARK
	DILUC
	AFTER CASTING SEARING ONSLAUGHT, THE NEXT 2 NORMAL ATTACKS WITHIN THE NEXT 6S WILL HAVE THEIR DMG AND ATK SPD INCREASED BY 30%.
ADDITIONALLY, SEARING ONSLAUGHT WILL NOT INTERRUPT THE NORMAL ATTACK COMBO.

	[image: a lingering flavor diona constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
A LINGERING FLAVOR
	DIONA
	REGENERATES 15 ENERGY FOR DIONA AFTER THE EFFECTS OF SIGNATURE MIX END.

	[image: shaken not purred diona constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SHAKEN, NOT PURRED
	DIONA
	INCREASES ICY PAWS' DMG BY 15%, AND INCREASES ITS SHIELD'S DMG ABSORPTION BY 15%.
ADDITIONALLY, WHEN PAWS HIT THEIR TARGETS, CREATES A SHIELD FOR OTHER NEARBY CHARACTERS ON THE FIELD WITH 50% OF THE ICY PAWS SHIELD'S DMG ABSORPTION FOR 5S.

	[image: a another round diona constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
A-ANOTHER ROUND?
	DIONA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF SIGNATURE MIX BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: wine industry slayer diona constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
WINE INDUSTRY SLAYER
	DIONA
	WITHIN THE RADIUS OF SIGNATURE MIX, DIONA'S CHARGE TIME FOR AIMED SHOTS IS REDUCED BY 60%

	[image: double shot on the rocks diona constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
DOUBLE SHOT, ON THE ROCKS
	DIONA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF ICY PAWS BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: cats tail closing time diona constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CAT'S TAIL CLOSING TIME
	DIONA
	CHARACTERS WITHIN SIGNATURE MIX'S RADIUS WILL GAIN THE FOLLOWING EFFECTS BASED ON THEIR HP AMOUNTS:
· INCREASES INCOMING HEALING BONUS BY 30% WHEN HP FALLS BELOW OR IS EQUAL TO 50%.
· ELEMENTAL MASTERY INCREASED BY 200 WHEN HP IS ABOVE 50%.

	[image: tidal illusion eula constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
TIDAL ILLUSION
	EULA
	EVERY TIME ICETIDE VORTEX'S GRIMHEART STACKS ARE CONSUMED, EULA'S PHYSICAL DMG IS INCREASED BY 30% FOR 6S.
EACH STACK CONSUMED WILL INCREASE THE DURATION OF THIS EFFECT BY 6S UP TO A MAXIMUM OF 18S.

	[image: lady of seafoam eula constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
LADY OF SEAFOAM
	EULA
	DECREASES THE CD OF ICETIDE VORTEX'S HOLDING MODE, RENDERING IT IDENTICAL TO TAPPING CD.

	[image: lawrence pedigree eula constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
LAWRENCE PEDIGREE
	EULA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF GLACIAL ILLUMINATION BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: the obstinancy of ones inferiors eula constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
THE OBSTINACY OF ONE'S INFERIORS
	EULA
	LIGHTFALL SWORDS DEAL 25% INCREASED DMG AGAINST OPPONENTS WITH LESS THAN 50% HP.

	[image: chivalric quality eula constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CHIVALRIC QUALITY
	EULA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF ICETIDE VORTEX BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: noble obligation eula constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
NOBLE OBLIGATION
	EULA
	LIGHTFALL SWORDS CREATED BY GLACIAL ILLUMINATION START WITH 5 STACKS OF ENERGY. NORMAL ATTACKS, ELEMENTAL SKILLS, AND ELEMENTAL BURSTS HAVE A 50% CHANCE TO GRANT THE LIGHTFALL SWORD AN ADDITIONAL STACK OF ENERGY.

	[image: gaze of the deep fischl constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
GAZE OF THE DEEP
	FISCHL
	EVEN WHEN OZ IS NOT PRESENT IN COMBAT, HE CAN STILL WATCH OVER FISCHL THROUGH HIS RAVEN EYES. WHEN FISCHL PERFORMS A NORMAL ATTACK AGAINST AN OPPONENT, OZ FIRES A JOINT ATTACK, DEALING DMG EQUAL TO 22% OF FISCHL'S ATK.

	[image: devourer of all sins fischl constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
DEVOURER OF ALL SINS
	FISCHL
	WHEN NIGHTRIDER IS USED, IT DEALS AN ADDITIONAL 200% ATK AS DMG, AND ITS AOE IS INCREASED BY 50%.

	[image: wings of nightmare fischl constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
WINGS OF NIGHTMARE
	FISCHL
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF NIGHTRIDER BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: her pilgrimage of bleak fischl constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
HER PILGRIMAGE OF BLEAK
	FISCHL
	WHEN MIDNIGHT PHANTASMAGORIA IS USED, IT DEALS 222% OF ATK AS ELECTRO DMG TO SURROUNDING OPPONENTS.
WHEN THE SKILL DURATION ENDS, FISCHL REGENERATES 20% OF HER HP.

	[image: against the fleeting light fischl constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
AGAINST THE FLEEING LIGHT
	FISCHL
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF MIDNIGHT PHANTASMAGORIA BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: evernight raven fischl constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
EVERNIGHT RAVEN
	FISCHL
	EXTENDS THE DURATION OF OZ'S PRESENCE ON THE FIELD BY 2S. ADDITIONALLY, OZ PERFORMS JOINT ATTACKS WITH YOUR ACTIVE CHARACTER WHEN PRESENT, DEALING 30% OF FISCHL'S ATK AS ELECTRO DMG.

	[image: dew drinker ganyu constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
DEW-DRINKER
	GANYU
	TAKING DMG FROM A CHARGE LEVEL 2 FROSTFLAKE ARROW OR FROSTFLAKE ARROW BLOOM DECREASES OPPONENTS' CRYO RES BY 15% FOR 6S.
A HIT REGENERATES 2 ENERGY FOR GANYU. THIS EFFECT CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE PER CHARGE LEVEL 2 FROSTFLAKE ARROW, REGARDLESS IF FROSTFLAKE ARROW ITSELF OR ITS BLOOM HIT THE TARGET.

	[image: the auspicious ganyu constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
THE AUSPICIOUS
	GANYU
	TRAIL OF THE QILIN GAINS 1 ADDITIONAL CHARGE.

	[image: cloud strider ganyu constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CLOUD-STRIDER
	GANYU
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF CELESTIAL SHOWER BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: westward sojourn ganyu constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
WESTWARD SOJOURN
	GANYU
	OPPONENTS STANDING WITHIN THE AOE OF CELESTIAL SHOWER TAKE INCREASED DMG. THIS EFFECT STRENGTHENS OVER TIME.
INCREASED DMG TAKEN BEGINS AT 5% AND INCREASES BY 5% EVERY 3S, UP TO A MAXIMUM OF 25%. THE EFFECT LINGERS FOR 3S AFTER THE OPPONENT LEAVES THE AOE.

	[image: the merciful ganyu constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
THE MERCIFUL
	GANYU
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF TRAIL OF THE QILIN BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: the clement ganyu constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
THE CLEMENT
	GANYU
	USING TRAIL OF THE QILIN CAUSES THE NEXT FROSTFLAKE ARROW SHOT WITHIN 30S TO NOT REQUIRE CHARGING.

	[image: crimson bouquet hu tao constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CRIMSON BOUQUET
	HU TAO
	WHILE IN A PARAMITA PAPILIO STATE ACTIVATED BY GUIDE TO AFTERLIFE, HU TAO'S CHARGE ATTACKS DO NOT CONSUME STAMINA.

	[image: omnious rainfall hu tao constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
OMINOUS RAINFALL
	HU TAO
	INCREASES THE BLOOD BLOSSOM DMG BY AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO 10% OF HU TAO'S MAX HP AT THE TIME THE EFFECT IS APPLIED.
ADDITIONALLY, SPIRIT SOOTHER WILL ALSO APPLY THE BLOOD BLOSSOM EFFECT.

	[image: lingering carmine hu tao constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
LINGERING CARMINE
	HU TAO
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF GUIDE TO AFTERLIFE BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: garden of eternal rest hu tao constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
GARDEN OF ETERNAL REST
	HU TAO
	UPON DEFEATING AN ENEMY AFFECTED BY A BLOOD BLOSSOM THAT HU TAO APPLIED HERSELF, ALL NEARBY ALLIES IN THE PARTY (EXCLUDING HU TAO HERSELF) WILL HAVE THEIR CRIT RATE INCREASED BY 12% FOR 15S.

	[image: floral incense hu tao constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
FLORAL INCENSE
	HU TAO
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF SPIRIT SOOTHER BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: butterflys embrace hu tao constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
BUTTERFLY'S EMBRACE
	HU TAO
	TRIGGERS WHEN HU TAO'S HP DROPS BELOW 25%, OR WHEN SHE SUFFERS A LETHAL STRIKE. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 60S, THIS EFFECT TRIGGERS AUTOMATICALLY WHEN HU TAO HAS 1 HP LEFT:
· HU TAO WILL NOT FALL AS A RESULT OF THE DMG SUSTAINED. ADDITIONALLY, FOR THE NEXT 10S, ALL OF HER ELEMENTAL AND PHYSICAL RES IS INCREASED BY 200%, HER CRIT RATE IS INCREASED BY 100%, AND HER RESISTANCE TO INTERRUPTION IS GREATLY INCREASED.

	[image: spiraling tempest jean constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SPIRALING TEMPEST
	JEAN
	INCREASES THE PULLING SPEED OF GALE BLADE AFTER HOLDING FOR MORE THAN 1S, AND INCREASES THE DMG DEALT BY 40%.

	[image: peoples aegis jean constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
PEOPLE'S AEGIS
	JEAN
	WHEN JEAN PICKS UP AN ELEMENTAL ORB/PARTICLE, ALL PARTY MEMBERS HAVE THEIR MOVEMENT SPD AND ATK SPD INCREASED BY 15% FOR 15S.

	[image: when the west wind arises jean constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
WHEN THE WEST WIND ARISES
	JEAN
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF DANDELION BREEZE BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: lands of dandelion jean constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
LANDS OF DANDELION
	JEAN
	WITHIN THE FIELD CREATED BY DANDELION BREEZE, ALL OPPONENTS HAVE THEIR ANEMO RES DECREASED BY 40%.

	[image: outbursting gust jean constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
OUTBURSTING GUST
	JEAN
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF GALE BLADE BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: lions fang fair protector of mondstadt jean constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
LION'S FANG, FAIR PROTECTOR OF MONDSTADT
	JEAN
	INCOMING DMG IS DECREASED BY 35% WITHIN THE FIELD CREATED BY DANDELION BREEZE. UPON LEAVING THE DANDELION FIELD, THIS EFFECT LASTS FOR 3 ATTACKS OR 10S.

	[image: scarlet hills kaedehara kazuha constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SCARLET HILLS
	KAEDEHARA KAZUHA
	DECREASES CHIHAYABURU'S CD BY 10%.
USING KAZUHA SLASH RESETS THE CD OF CHIHAYABURU.

	[image: yamaarashi tailwind kaedehara kazuha constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
YAMAARASHI TAILWIND
	KAEDEHARA KAZUHA
	THE AUTUMN WHIRLWIND FIELD CREATED BY KAZUHA SLASH HAS THE FOLLOWING EFFECTS:
· INCREASES KAEDEHARA KAZUHA'S OWN ELEMENTAL MASTERY BY 200.
· INCREASES THE ELEMENTAL MASTERY OF CHARACTERS WITHIN THE FIELD BY 200.
· THE ELEMENTAL MASTERY-INCREASING EFFECTS OF THIS CONSTELLATION DO NOT STACK.

	[image: maple monogatari kaedehara kazuha constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
MAPLE MONOGATARI
	KAEDEHARA KAZUHA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF CHIHAYABURU BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: oozora genpou kaedehara kazuha constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
OOZORA GENPOU
	KAEDEHARA KAZUHA
	WHEN KAEDEHARA KAZUHA'S ENERGY IS LOWER THAN 45, HE OBTAINS THE FOLLOWING EFFECTS:
· PRESSING OR HOLDING CHIHAYABURU REGENERATES 3 OR 4 ENERGY FOR KAEDEHARA KAZUHA, RESPECTIVELY.
· WHEN GLIDING, KAEDEHARA KAZUHA REGENERATES 2 ENERGY PER SECOND.

	[image: wisdom of bansei kaedehara kazuha constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
WISDOM OF BANSEI
	KAEDEHARA KAZUHA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF KAZUHA SLASH BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: crimson momiji kaedehara kazuha constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CRIMSON MOMIJI
	KAEDEHARA KAZUHA
	AFTER USING CHIHAYABURU OR KAZUHA SLASH, KAEDEHARA KAZUHA GAINS AN ANEMO INFUSION FOR 5S. ADDITIONALLY, EACH POINT OF ELEMENTAL MASTERY WILL INCREASE THE DMG DEALT BY KAEDEHARA KAZUHA'S NORMAL, CHARGED, AND PLUNGING ATTACK BY 0.2%.

	[image: excellent blood kaeya constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
EXCELLENT BLOOD
	KAEYA
	THE CRIT RATE OF KAEYA'S NORMAL AND CHARGE ATTACKS AGAINST OPPONENTS AFFECTED BY CRYO IS INCREASED BY 15%.
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NEVER-ENDING PERFORMANCE
	KAEYA
	EVERY TIME GLACIAL WALTZ DEFEATS AN OPPONENT DURING ITS DURATION, ITS DURATION IS INCREASED BY 2.5S, UP TO A MAXIMUM OF 15S.

	[image: dance of frost kaeya constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
DANCE OF FROST
	KAEYA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF FROSTGNAW BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: frozen kiss kaeya constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
FROZEN KISS
	KAEYA
	TRIGGERS AUTOMATICALLY WHEN KAEYA'S HP FALLS BELOW 20%. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 60S:
· CREATES A SHIELD THAT ABSORBS DAMAGE EQUAL TO 30% OF KAEYA'S MAX HP. LASTS FOR 20S.
· THIS SHIELD ABSORBS CRYO DMG WITH 250% EFFICIENCY.
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FROSTBITING EMBRACE
	KAEYA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF GLACIAL WALTZ BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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GLACIAL WHIRLWIND
	KAEYA
	GLACIAL WALTZ WILL GENERATE 1 ADDITIONAL ICICLE, AND WILL REGENERATE 15 ENERGY WHEN CAST.
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SNOWSWEPT SAKURA
	KAMISATO AYAKA
	WHEN KAMISATO AYAKA'S NORMAL OR CHARGED ATTACKS DEAL CRYO DMG TO OPPONENTS, IT HAS A 50% CHANCE OF DECREASING THE CD OF KAMISATO ART: HYOUKA BY 0.3S. THIS EFFECT CAN OCCUR ONCE EVERY 0.1S.

	[image: blizzard blade seki no to kamisato ayaka constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
BLIZZARD BLADE SEKI NO TO
	KAMISATO AYAKA
	WHEN CASTING KAMISATO ART: SOUMETSU, UNLEASHES 2 SMALLER ADDITIONAL FROSTFLAKE SEKI NO TO, EACH DEALING 20% OF THE ORIGINAL STORM'S DMG.
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FROSTBLOOM KAMIFUBUKI
	KAMISATO AYAKA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF KAMISATO ART: SOUMETSU BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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EBB AND FLOW
	KAMISATO AYAKA
	OPPONENTS DAMAGED BY KAMISATO ART: SOUMETSU'S FROSTFLAKE SEKI NO TO WILL HAVE THEIR DEF DECREASED BY 30% FOR 6S.
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BLOSSOM CLOUD IRUTSUKI
	KAMISATO AYAKA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF KAMISATO ART: HYOUKA BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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DANCE OF SUIGETSU
	KAMISATO AYAKA
	KAMISATO AYAKA GAINS USURAHI BUTOU EVERY 10S, INCREASING HER CHARGED ATTACK DMG BY 298%. THIS BUFF WILL BE CLEARED 0.5S AFTER AYAKA'S CHARGED ATK HITS AN OPPONENT, AFTER WHICH THE TIMER FOR THIS ABILITY WILL RESTART.
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THUNDERING MIGHT
	KEQING
	RECASTING STELLAR RESTORATION WHILE A LIGHTNING STILETTO IS PRESENT CAUSES KEQING TO DEAL 50% OF HER ATK AS AOE ELECTRO DMG AT THE START POINT AND TERMINUS OF HER BLINK.
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KEEN EXTRACTION
	KEQING
	WHEN KEQING'S NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS HIT OPPONENTS AFFECTED BY ELECTRO, THEY HAVE A 50% CHANCE OF PRODUCING AN ELEMENTAL PARTICLE. THIS EFFECT CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 5S.
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FORESEEN REFORMATION
	KEQING
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF STARWARD SWORD BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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ATTUNEMENT
	KEQING
	FOR 10S AFTER KEQING TRIGGERS AN ELECTRO-RELATED ELEMENTAL REACTION, HER ATK IS INCREASED BY 25%.
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BECKONING STARS
	KEQING
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF STELLAR RESTORATION BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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TENACIOUS STAR
	KEQING
	WHEN INITIATING A NORMAL ATTACK, A CHARGED ATTACK, ELEMENTAL SKILL OR ELEMENTAL BURST, KEQING GAINS A 6% ELECTRO DMG BONUS FOR 8S.
EFFECTS TRIGGERED BY NORMAL ATTACKS, CHARGED ATTACKS, ELEMENTAL SKILLS AND ELEMENTAL BURSTS ARE CONSIDERED INDEPENDENT ENTITIES.
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CHAINED REACTIONS
	KLEE
	ATTACKS AND SKILLS HAVE A CERTAIN CHANCE TO SUMMON SPARKS THAT BOMBARD OPPONENTS, DEALING DMG EQUAL TO 120% OF SPARKS 'N' SPLASH'S DMG.

	[image: explosive frags klee constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
EXPLOSIVE FRAGS
	KLEE
	BEING HIT BY JUMPY DUMPTY'S MINES DECREASES OPPONENTS' DEF BY 23% FOR 10S.

	[image: exquisite compound klee constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
EXQUISITE COMPOUND
	KLEE
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF JUMPY DUMPTY BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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SPARKLY EXPLOSION
	KLEE
	IF KLEE LEAVES THE FIELD DURING THE DURATION OF SPARKS 'N' SPLASH, HER DEPARTURE TRIGGERS AN EXPLOSION THAT DEALS 555% OF HER ATK AS AOE PYRO DMG.
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NOVA BURST
	KLEE
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF SPARKS 'N' SPLASH BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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BLAZING DELIGHT
	KLEE
	WHILE UNDER THE EFFECTS OF SPARKS 'N' SPLASH, KLEE WILL REGENERATE 3 ENERGY FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE PARTY (EXCLUDING KLEE) EVERY 3S. WHEN SPARKS 'N' SPLASH IS USED, ALL PARTY MEMBERS WILL GAIN A 10% PYRO DMG BONUS FOR 25S.
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CROW'S EYE
	KUJOU SARA
	WHEN TENGU JUURAI GRANT CHARACTERS ATK BONUSES OR HITS OPPONENTS, THE CD OF TENGU STORMCALL IS DECREASED BY 1S. THIS EFFECT CAN BE TRIGGERED ONCE EVERY 3S.
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DARK WINGS
	KUJOU SARA
	UNLEASHING TENGU STORMCALL WILL LEAVE A WEAKER CROWFEATHER AT KUJOU SARA'S ORIGINAL POSITION THAT WILL DEAL 30% OF ITS ORIGINAL DMG.
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THE WAR WITHIN
	KUJOU SARA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF SUBJUGATION: KOUKOU SENDOU BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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CONCLUSIVE PROOF
	KUJOU SARA
	THE NUMBER OF TENGU JUURAI: STORMCLUSTER RELEASED BY SUBJUGATION: KOUKOU SENDOU IS INCREASED TO 6.

	[image: spellsinger kujou sara constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SPELLSINGER
	KUJOU SARA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF TENGU STORMCALL BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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SIN OF PRIDE
	KUJOU SARA
	THE ELECTRO DMG OF CHARACTERS WHO HAVE HAD THEIR ATK INCREASED BY TENGU JUURAI HAS ITS CRIT DMG INCREASED BY 60%.

	[image: infinite circuit lisa constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
INFINITE CIRCUIT
	LISA
	LISA REGENERATES 2 ENERGY FOR EVERY OPPONENT HIT WHILE HOLDING VIOLET ARC.
A MAXIMUM OF 10 ENERGY CAN BE REGENERATED IN THIS MANNER AT ANY ONE TIME.
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ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELD
	LISA
	HOLDING VIOLET ARC HAS THE FOLLOWING EFFECTS:
· INCREASES DEF BY 25%.
· INCREASES LISA'S RESISTANCE TO INTERRUPTION.
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RESONANT THUNDER
	LISA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF LIGHTNING ROSE BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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PLASMA ERUPTION
	LISA
	INCREASES THE NUMBER OF LIGHTNING BOLTS RELEASED BY LIGHTNING ROSE BY 1-3.
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ELECTROCUTE
	LISA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF VIOLET ARC BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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PULSATING WITCH
	LISA
	WHEN LISA TAKES THE FIELD, SHE APPLIES 3 STACKS OF VIOLET ARC'S CONDUCTIVE STATUS ONTO NEARBY OPPONENTS. THIS EFFECT CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 5S.
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PROPHECY OF SUBMERSION
	MONA
	WHEN ANY OF YOUR OWN PARTY MEMBERS HITS AN OPPONENT AFFECTED BY AN OMEN, THE EFFECTS OF HYDRO-RELATED ELEMENTAL REACTIONS ARE ENHANCED FOR 8S:
· ELECTRO-CHARGED DMG INCREASES BY 15%.
· VAPORIZE DMG INCREASES BY 15%.
· HYDRO SWIRL DMG INCREASES BY 15%.
· FROZEN DURATION IS EXTENDED BY 15%.
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LUNAR CHAIN
	MONA
	WHEN A NORMAL ATTACK HITS, THERE IS A 20% CHANCE THAT IT WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY FOLLOWED BY A CHARGED ATTACK.

	[image: restless revolution mona constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
RESTLESS REVOLUTION
	MONA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF STELLARIS PHANTASM BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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PROPHECY OF OBLIVION
	MONA
	WHEN ANY PARTY MEMBER ATTACKS AN OPPONENT AFFECTED BY AN OMEN, THEIR CRIT RATE IS INCREASED BY 15%.
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MOCKERY OF FORTUNA
	MONA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF MIRROR REFLECTION OF DOOM BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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RHETORICS OF CALAMITAS
	MONA
	UPON ENTERING ILLUSORY TORRENT, MONA GAINS A 60% INCREASE TO THE DMG OF HER NEXT CHARGED ATTACK PER SECOND OF MOVEMENT.
A MAXIMUM DMG BONUS OF 180% CAN BE ACHIEVED IN THIS MANNER. THE EFFECT LASTS FOR NO MORE THAN 8S.
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PIERCING FRAGMENTS
	NINGGUANG
	WHEN A NORMAL ATTACK HITS, IT DEALS AOE DMG.
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SHOCK EFFECT
	NINGGUANG
	WHEN JADE SCREEN IS SHATTERED, ITS CD WILL RESET. CAN OCCUR ONCE EVERY 6S.
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MAJESTY BE THE ARRAY OF STARS
	NINGGUANG
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF STARSHATTER BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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EXQUISITE BE THE JADE, OUTSHINING ALL BENEATH
	NINGGUANG
	JADE SCREEN INCREASES NEARBY CHARACTERS' ELEMENTAL RES BY 10%.
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INVINCIBLE BE THE JADE SCREEN
	NINGGUANG
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF JADE SCREEN BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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GRANDEUR BE THE SEVEN STARS
	NINGGUANG
	WHEN STARSHATTER IS USED, NINGGUANG GAINS 7 STAR JADES.
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I GOT YOUR BACK
	NOELLE
	WHILE SWEEPING TIME AND BREASTPLATE ARE BOTH IN EFFECT, THE CHANCE OF BREASTPLATE'S HEALING EFFECTS ACTIVATING IS INCREASED TO 100%.

	[image: combat maid noelle constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
COMBAT MAID
	NOELLE
	DECREASES THE STAMINA CONSUMPTION OF NOELLE'S CHARGED ATTACKS BY 20% AND INCREASES HER CHARGED ATTACK DMG BY 15%.
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INVULNERABLE MAID
	NOELLE
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF BREASTPLATE BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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TO BE CLEANED
	NOELLE
	WHEN BREASTPLATE'S DURATION EXPIRES OR IT IS DESTROYED BY DMG, IT WILL DEAL 400% ATK OF GEO DMG TO SURROUNDING OPPONENTS.
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FAVONIUS SWEEPER MASTER
	NOELLE
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF SWEEPING TIME BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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MUST BE SPOTLESS
	NOELLE
	SWEEPING TIME INCREASES NOELLE'S ATK BY AN ADDITIONAL 50% OF HER DEF.
ADDITIONALLY, EVERY OPPONENT DEFEATED DURING THE SKILL'S DURATION ADDS 1S TO THE DURATION, UP TO 10S.
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ASCETICS OF FROST
	QIQI
	WHEN THE HERALD OF FROST HITS AN OPPONENT MARKED BY A FORTUNE-PRESERVING TALISMAN, QIQI REGENERATES 2 ENERGY.
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FROZEN TO THE BONE
	QIQI
	QIQI'S NORMAL AND CHARGE ATTACK DMG AGAINST OPPONENTS AFFECTED BY CRYO IS INCREASED BY 15%.
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ASCENDANT PRAISE
	QIQI
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF ADEPTUS ART: PRESERVER OF FORTUNE BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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DIVINE SUPPRESSION
	QIQI
	TARGETS MARKED BY THE FORTUNE-PRESERVING TALISMAN HAVE THEIR ATK DECREASED BY 20%.
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CRIMSON LOTUS BLOOM
	QIQI
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF ADEPTUS ART: HERALD OF FROST BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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RITE OF RESURRECTION
	QIQI
	USING ADEPTUS ART: PRESERVER OF FORTUNE REVIVES ALL FALLEN PARTY MEMBERS NEARBY AND REGENERATES 50% OF THEIR HP. THIS EFFECT CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 15 MINS.
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OMINOUS INSCRIPTION
	RAIDEN SHOGUN
	CHAKRA DESIDERATA WILL GATHER RESOLVE EVEN FASTER. WHEN ELECTRO CHARACTERS USE THEIR ELEMENTAL BURSTS, THE RESOLVE GAINED IS INCREASED BY 80%. WHEN CHARACTERS OF OTHER ELEMENTAL TYPES USE THEIR ELEMENTAL BURSTS, THE RESOLVE GAINED IS INCREASED BY 20%.

	[image: steelbreaker raiden shogun constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
STEELBREAKER
	RAIDEN SHOGUN
	WHILE USING MUSOU NO HITOTACHI AND IN THE MUSOU ISSHIN STATE APPLIED BY SECRET ART: MUSOU SHINSETSU, THE RAIDEN SHOGUN'S ATTACKS IGNORE 60% OF OPPONENTS'S DEF.
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SHINKAGE BYGONES
	RAIDEN SHOGUN
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF SECRET ART: MUSOU SHINSETSU BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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PLEDGE OF PROPRIETY
	RAIDEN SHOGUN
	WHEN THE MUSOU ISSHIN STATE APPLIED BY SECRET ART: MUSOU SHINSETSU EXPIRES, ALL NEARBY PARTY MEMBERS (EXCLUDING THE RAIDEN SHOGUN) GAIN 30% BONUS ATK FOR 10S.
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SHOGUN'S DESCENT
	RAIDEN SHOGUN
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF TRANSCENDENCE: BALEFUL OMEN BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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WISHBEARER
	RAIDEN SHOGUN
	WHILE IN THE MUSOU ISSHIN STATE APPLIED BY SECRET ART: MUSOU SHINSETSU, ATTACKS BY THE RAIDEN SHOGUN THAT ARE CONSIDERED PART OF HER ELEMENTAL BURST WILL DECREASE ALL NEARBY PARTY MEMBERS' (BUT NOT INCLUDING THE RAIDEN SHOGUN HERSELF) ELEMENTAL BURST CD BY 1S WHEN THEY HIT OPPONENTS.
THIS EFFECT CAN TRIGGER ONCE EVERY 1S, AND CAN TRIGGER A TOTAL OF 5 TIMES DURING THE STATE'S DURATION.
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WOLF'S INSTINCT
	RAZOR
	PICKING UP AN ELEMENTAL ORB OR PARTICLE INCREASES RAZOR'S DMG BY 10% FOR 8S.
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SUPPRESSION
	RAZOR
	INCREASES CRIT RATE AGAINST OPPONENTS WITH LESS THAN 30% HP BY 10%.
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SOUL COMPANION
	RAZOR
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF LIGHTNING FANG BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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BITE
	RAZOR
	WHEN CASTING CLAW AND THUNDER (PRESS), OPPONENTS HIT WILL HAVE THEIR DEF DECREASED BY 15% FOR 7S.
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SHARPENED CLAWS
	RAZOR
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF CLAW AND THUNDER BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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LUPUS FULGURIS
	RAZOR
	EVERY 10S, RAZOR'S SWORD CHARGES UP, CAUSING THE NEXT NORMAL ATTACK TO RELEASE LIGHTNING THAT DEALS 100% OF RAZOR'S ATK AS ELECTRO DMG.
WHEN RAZOR IS NOT USING LIGHTNING FANG, A LIGHTNING STRIKE ON AN OPPONENT WILL GRANT RAZOR AN ELECTRO SIGIL FOR CLAW AND THUNDER.
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UNHOLY REVELATION
	ROSARIA
	WHEN ROSARIA DEALS A CRIT HIT, HER ATK SPD INCREASES BY 10% AND HER NORMAL ATTACK DMG INCREASES BY 10% FOR 4S.
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LAND WITHOUT PROMISE
	ROSARIA
	THE DURATION OF THE ICE LANCE CREATED BY RITES OF TERMINATION IS INCREASED BY 4S.
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THE WAGES OF SIN
	ROSARIA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF RAVAGING CONFESSION BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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PAINFUL GRACE
	ROSARIA
	RAVAGING CONFESSION'S CRIT HITS REGENERATE 5 ENERGY FOR ROSARIA.
CAN ONLY BE TRIGGERED ONCE EACH TIME RAVAGING CONFESSION IS CAST.
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LAST RITES
	ROSARIA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF RITES OF TERMINATION BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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DIVINE RETRIBUTION
	ROSARIA
	RITES OF TERMINATION'S ATTACK DECREASES OPPONENTS' PHYSICAL RES BY 20% FOR 10S.
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AT WATER'S EDGE
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI
	WHILE DONNING THE CEREMONIAL GARMENT CREATED BY NEREID'S ASCENSION, THE FINAL NORMAL ATTACK IN SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI'S COMBO WILL UNLEASH A SWIMMING FISH TO DEAL 30% OF HER MAX HP AS HYDRO DMG. THIS DMG IS NOT CONSIDERED NORMAL ATTACK DMG.
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THE CLOUDS LIKE WAVES RIPPLING
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI GAINS THE FOLLOWING HEALING BONUSES WITH REGARD TO CHARACTERS WITH 50% OR LESS HP VIA THE FOLLOWING METHODS:
· KURAGE'S OATH BAKE-KURAGE: 4.5% OF KOKOMI'S MAX HP.
· NEREID'S ASCENSION NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS: 0.6% OF KOKOMI'S MAX HP.
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THE MOON, A SHIP O'ER THE SEAS
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF NEREID'S ASCENSION BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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THE MOON OVERLOOKS THE WATERS
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI
	WHILE DONNING THE CEREMONIAL GARMENT CREATED BY NEREID'S ASCENSION, SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI'S NORMAL ATTACK SPD IS INCREASED BY 10%, AND NORMAL ATTACKS THAT HIT OPPONENTS WILL RESTORE 0.8 ENERGY FOR HER.
THIS EFFECT CAN OCCUR ONCE EVERY 0.2S.
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ALL STREAMS FLOW TO THE SEA
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF KURAGE'S OATH BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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SANGO ISSHIN
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI
	WHILE DONNING THE CEREMONIAL GARMENT CREATED BY NEREID'S ASCENSION, SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI GAINS A 40% HYDRO DMG BONUS FOR 4S AFTER HER NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS HEAL A CHARACTER WITH 80% OR MORE HP.

	[image: multi task no jutsu sayu constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
MULTI-TASK NO JUTSU
	SAYU
	THE MUJI-MUJI DARUMA CREATED BYYOOHOO ART: MUJINA FLURRY WILL IGNORE HP LIMITS AND CAN SIMULTANEOUSLY ATTACK NEARBY OPPONENTS AND HEAL CHARACTERS.
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EGRESS PREP
	SAYU
	YOOHOO ART: FUUIN DASH GAINS THE FOLLOWING EFFECTS:
· DMG OF FUUFUU WHIRLWIND KICK IN TAPPING (MOBILE)/PRESS (PC & PLAYSTATION) MODE INCREASED BY 3.3%.
· EVERY 0.5S IN THE FUUFUU WINDWHEEL STATE WILL INCREASE THE DMG OF THIS FUUFUU WHIRLWIND KICK BY 3.3%. THE MAXIMUM DMG INCREASE POSSIBLE THROUGH THIS METHOD IS 66%.
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EH, THE BUNSHIN CAN HANDLE IT
	SAYU
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF YOOHOO ART: MUJINA FLURRY BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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SKIVING: NEW AND IMPROVED
	SAYU
	SAYU RECOVERS 1.2 ENERGY WHEN SHE TRIGGERS A SWIRL REACTION. THIS EFFECT OCCURS ONCE EVERY 2S.
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SPEED COMES FIRST
	SAYU
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF YOOHOO ART: FUUIN DASH BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: sleep o clock sayu constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SLEEP O'CLOCK
	SAYU
	THE MUJI-MUJI DARUMA CREATED BY SAYU'S YOOHOO ART: MUJINA FLURRY WILL NOW ALSO BENEFIT FROM HER ELEMENTAL MASTERY. EACH POINT OF SAYU'S ELEMENTAL MASTERY WILL PRODUCE THE FOLLOWING EFFECTS:
· INCREASES THE DAMAGE DEALT BY THE MUJI-MUJI DARUMA'S ATTACKS BY 0.2% ATK. A MAXIMUM OF 400% ATK CAN BE GAINED VIA THIS METHOD.
· INCREASES THE HP RESTORED BY THE MUJI-MUJI DARUMA BY 3. A MAXIMUM OF 6,000 ADDITIONAL HP CAN BE RESTORED IN THIS MANNER.

	[image: clustered vacuum field sucrose constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CLUSTERED VACUUM FIELD
	SUCROSE
	ASTABLE ANEMOHYPOSTASIS CREATION - 6308 GAINS 1 ADDITIONAL CHARGE.

	[image: beth unbound form sucrose constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
BETH: UNBOUND FORM
	SUCROSE
	THE DURATION OF FORBIDDEN CREATION - ISOMER 75 TYPE II IS INCREASED BY 2S.

	[image: flawless alchemistress sucrose constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
FLAWLESS ALCHEMISTRESS
	SUCROSE
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF ASTABLE ANEMOHYPOSTASIS CREATION - 6308 BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: alchemania sucrose constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
ALCHEMANIA
	SUCROSE
	EVERY 7 NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS, SUCROSE WILL REDUCE THE CD OF ASTABLE ANEMOHYPOSTASIS CREATION - 6308 BY 1-7S.
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CAUTION: STANDARD FLASK
	SUCROSE
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF FORBIDDEN CREATION - ISOMER 75 TYPE II BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: chaotic entropy sucrose constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CHAOTIC ENTROPY
	SUCROSE
	IF FORBIDDEN CREATION - ISOMER 75 TYPE II TRIGGERS AN ELEMENTAL ABSORPTION, ALL PARTY MEMBERS GAIN A 20% ELEMENTAL DMG BONUS FOR THE CORRESPONDING ABSORBED ELEMENT DURING ITS DURATION.

	[image: foul legacy tide withholder tartaglia constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
FOUL LEGACY: TIDE WITHHOLDER
	TARTAGLIA
	DECREASES THE CD OF FOUL LEGACY: RAGING TIDE BY 20%.

	[image: foul legacy understream tartaglia constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
FOUL LEGACY: UNDERSTREAM
	TARTAGLIA
	WHEN OPPONENTS AFFECTED BY RIPTIDE ARE DEFEATED, TARTAGLIA REGENERATES 4 ELEMENTAL ENERGY.

	[image: abysssal mayhem vortex of turmoil tartaglia constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
ABYSSAL MAYHEM: VORTEX OF TURMOIL
	TARTAGLIA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF FOUL LEGACY: RAGING TIDE BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: abyssal mayhem hydrospout tartaglia constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
ABYSSAL MAYHEM: HYDROSPOUT
	TARTAGLIA
	IF TARTAGLIA IS IN FOUL LEGACY: RAGING TIDE'S MELEE STANCE, TRIGGERS RIPTIDE SLASH AGAINST OPPONENTS ON THE FIELD AFFECTED BY RIPTIDE EVERY 4S, OTHERWISE, TRIGGERS RIPTIDE FLASH.
RIPTIDE SLASHES AND RIPTIDE FLASHES TRIGGERED BY THIS CONSTELLATION EFFECT ARE NOT SUBJECT TO THE TIME INTERVALS THAT WOULD TYPICALLY APPLY TO THESE TWO RIPTIDE EFFECTS, NOR DO THEY HAVE ANY EFFECT ON THOSE TIME INTERVALS.

	[image: havoc formless blade tartaglia constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
HAVOC: FORMLESS BLADE
	TARTAGLIA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF HAVOC: OBLITERATION BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: havoc annihilation tartaglia constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
HAVOC: ANNIHILATION
	TARTAGLIA
	WHEN HAVOC: OBLITERATION IS CAST IN MELEE STANCE, THE CD OF FOUL LEGACY: RAGING TIDE IS RESET.
THIS EFFECT WILL ONLY TAKE PLACE ONCE TARTAGLIA RETURNS TO HIS RANGED STANCE.

	[image: a comrades duty thoma constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
A COMRADE'S DUTY
	THOMA
	WHEN A CHARACTER PROTECTED BY THOMA'S OWN BLAZING BARRIER (THOMA EXCLUDED) IS ATTACKED, THOMA'S OWN BLAZING BLESSING CD IS DECREASED BY 3S, WHILE HIS OWN CRIMSON OOYOROI'S CD IS DECREASED BY 3S.
THIS EFFECT CAN BE TRIGGERED ONCE EVERY 20S.

	[image: a subordinates skills thoma constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
A SUBORDINATE'S SKILLS
	THOMA
	CRIMSON OOYOROI'S DURATION IS INCREASED BY 3S.

	[image: fortified resolve thoma constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
FORTIFIED RESOLVE
	THOMA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF BLAZING BLESSING BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: long term planning thoma constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
LONG-TERM PLANNING
	THOMA
	AFTER USING CRIMSON OOYOROI, 15 ENERGY WILL BE RESTORED TO THOMA.

	[image: raging wildfire thoma constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
RAGING WILDFIRE
	THOMA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF CRIMSON OOYOROI BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: burning heart thoma constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
BURNING HEART
	THOMA
	WHEN A BLAZING BARRIER IS OBTAINED OR REFRESHED, THE DMG DEALT BY ALL PARTY MEMBERS' NORMAL, CHARGED, AND PLUNGING ATTACKS IS INCREASED BY 15% FOR 6S.

	[image: raging vortex travler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
RAGING VORTEX
	TRAVELER
	(ANEMO)
PALM VORTEX PULLS IN OPPONENTS AND OBJECTS WITHIN A 5M RADIUS.

	[image: uprising whirlwind traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
UPRISING WHIRLWIND
	TRAVELER
	(ANEMO)
INCREASES ENERGY RECHARGE BY 16%.

	[image: sweeping gust traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SWEEPING GUST
	TRAVELER
	(ANEMO)
INCREASES THE LEVEL OF GUST SURGE BY 3. MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: cherishing breezes traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CHERISHING BREEZES
	TRAVELER
	(ANEMO)
REDUCES DMG TAKEN WHILE CASTING PALM VORTEX BY 10%.
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VORTEX STELLARIS
	TRAVELER
	(ANEMO)
INCREASES THE LEVEL OF PALM VORTEX BY 3. MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: intertwined winds traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
INTERTWINED WINDS
	TRAVELER
	(ANEMO)
TARGETS WHO TAKE DMG FROM GUST SURGE HAVE THEIR ANEMO RES DECREASED BY 20%. IF AN ELEMENTAL ABSORPTION OCCURRED, THEN THEIR RES TOWARDS THE CORRESPONDING ELEMENT IS ALSO DECREASED BY 20%.

	[image: invincible stonewall traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
INVINCIBLE STONEWALL
	TRAVELER
	(GEO)
PARTY MEMBERS WITHIN THE RADIUS OF WAKE OF EARTH HAVE THEIR CRIT RATE INCREASED BY 10% AND HAVE INCREASED RESISTANCE AGAINST INTERRUPTION.

	[image: rockcore meltdown traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
ROCKCORE MELTDOWN
	TRAVELER
	(GEO)
WHEN THE METEORITE CREATED BY STARFELL SWORD IS DESTROYED, IT WILL ALSO EXPLODE, DEALING ADDITIONAL AOE GEO DMG EQUAL TO THE AMOUNT OF DAMAGE DEALT BY STARFELL SWORD.

	[image: will of the rock traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
WILL OF THE ROCK
	TRAVELER
	(GEO)
INCREASES THE LEVEL OF WAKE OF EARTH BY 3. MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: reaction force traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
REACTION FORCE
	TRAVELER
	(GEO)
THE SHOCKWAVE TRIGGERED BY WAKE OF EARTH REGENERATES 5 ENERGY FOR EVERY OPPONENT HIT. A MAXIMUM OF 25 ENERGY CAN BE REGENERATED IN THIS MANNER AT ANY ONE TIME.


	[image: meteorite impact traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
METEORITE IMPACT
	TRAVELER
	(GEO)
INCREASES THE LEVEL OF STARFELL SWORD BY 3. MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: everlasting boulder traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
EVERLASTING BOULDER
	TRAVELER
	(GEO)
THE BARRIER CREATED BY WAKE OF EARTH LASTS 5S LONGER. THE METEORITE CREATED BY STARFELL SWORD LASTS 10S LONGER.

	[image: spring thunder of fertility traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SPRING THUNDER OF FERTILITY
	TRAVELER
	(ELECTRO)
THE NUMBER OF ABUNDANCE AMULETS THAT CAN BE GENERATED USING LIGHTNING BLADE IS INCREASED TO 3.

	[image: violet vehemence traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
VIOLET VEHEMENCE
	TRAVELER
	(ELECTRO)
WHEN FALLING THUNDER CREATED BY BELLOWING THUNDER HITS AN OPPONENT, IT WILL DECREASE THEIR ELECTRO RES BY 15% FOR 8S.

	[image: distant crackling traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
DISTANT CRACKLING
	TRAVELER
	(ELECTRO)
INCREASES THE LEVEL OF BELLOWING THUNDER BY 3. MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: fickle cloudstrike traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
FICKLE CLOUDSTRIKE
	TRAVELER
	(ELECTRO)
WHEN A CHARACTER OBTAINS ABUNDANCE AMULETS GENERATED BY LIGHTNING BLADE, IF THIS CHARACTER'S ENERGY IS LESS THAN 35%, THE ENERGY RESTORED BY THE ABUNDANCE AMULETS IS INCREASED BY 100%.

	[image: clamor in the wilds traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CLAMOR IN THE WILDS
	TRAVELER
	(ELECTRO)
INCREASES THE LEVEL OF LIGHTNING BLADE BY 3. MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: world shaker traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
WORLD-SHAKER
	TRAVELER
	(ELECTRO)
EVERY 2 FALLING THUNDER ATTACKS TRIGGERED BY BELLOWING THUNDER WILL SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASE THE DMG DEALT BY THE NEXT FALLING THUNDER, DEALING 200% OF ITS ORIGINAL DMG, AND WILL RESTORE AN ADDITIONAL 1 ENERGY TO THE CURRENT CHARACTER.

	[image: splitting gales venti constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SPLITTING GALES
	VENTI
	FIRES 2 ADDITIONAL ARROWS PER AIMED SHOT, EACH DEALING 33% OF THE ORIGINAL ARROW'S DMG.

	[image: breeze of reminiscence traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
BREEZE OF REMINISCENCE
	VENTI
	SKYWARD SONNET DECREASES OPPONENTS' ANEMO RES AND PHYSICAL RES BY 12% FOR 10S.
OPPONENTS LAUNCHED BY SKYWARD SONNET SUFFER AN ADDITIONAL 12% ANEMO RES AND PHYSICAL RES DECREASE WHILE AIRBORNE.

	[image: ode to thousand winds traveler constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
ODE TO THOUSAND WINDS
	VENTI
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF WIND'S GRAND ODE BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: hurricane of freedom venti constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
HURRICANE OF FREEDOM
	VENTI
	WHEN VENTI PICKS UP AN ELEMENTAL ORB OR PARTICLE, HE RECEIVES A 25% ANEMO DMG BONUS FOR 10S.

	[image: concerto dal cielo venti constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CONCERTO DAL CIELO
	VENTI
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF SKYWARD SONNET BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: storm of defiance venti constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
STORM OF DEFIANCE
	VENTI
	TARGETS WHO TAKE DMG FROM WIND'S GRAND ODE HAVE THEIR ANEMO RES DECREASED BY 20%.
IF AN ELEMENTAL ABSORPTION OCCURRED, THEN THEIR RES TOWARDS THE CORRESPONDING ELEMENT IS ALSO DECREASED BY 20%.

	[image: crispy outside tender inside xiangling constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CRISPY OUTSIDE, TENDER INSIDE
	XIANGLING
	OPPONENTS HIT BY GUOBA'S ATTACKS HAVE THEIR PYRO RES REDUCED BY 15% FOR 6S.

	[image: oil meets fire xiangling constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
OIL MEETS FIRE
	XIANGLING
	THE LAST ATTACK IN A NORMAL ATTACK SEQUENCE APPLIES THE IMPLODE STATUS ONTO THE OPPONENT FOR 2S. AN EXPLOSION WILL OCCUR ONCE THIS DURATION ENDS, DEALING 75% OF XIANGLING'S ATK AS AOE PYRO DMG.

	[image: deepfry xiangling constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
DEEPFRY
	XIANGLING
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF PYRONADO BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: slowbake xiangling constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
SLOWBAKE
	XIANGLING
	PYRONADO'S DURATION IS INCREASED BY 40%.

	[image: guoba mad xiangling constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
GUOBA MAD
	XIANGLING
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF GUOBA ATTACK BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: condensed pyronado xiangling constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CONDENSED PYRONADO
	XIANGLING
	FOR THE DURATION OF PYRONADO, ALL PARTY MEMBERS RECEIVE A 15% PYRO DMG BONUS.
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DISSOLUTION EON: DESTROYER OF WORLDS
	XIAO
	INCREASES LEMNISCATIC WIND CYCLING'S CHARGES BY 1.
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ANNIHILATION EON: BLOSSOM OF KALEIDOS
	XIAO
	WHEN IN THE PARTY AND NOT ON THE FIELD, XIAO'S ENERGY RECHARGE IS INCREASED BY 25%.

	[image: conqueror of evil wrath deity xiao constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CONQUEROR OF EVIL: WRATH DEITY
	XIAO
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF LEMNISCATIC WIND CYCLING BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: transcension extinction of suffering xiao constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
TRANSCENSION: EXTINCTION OF SUFFERING
	XIAO
	WHEN XIAO'S HP FALLS BELOW 50%, HE GAINS A 100% DEF BONUS.

	[image: evolution eon origin of ignorance xiao constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
EVOLUTION EON: ORIGIN OF IGNORANCE
	XIAO
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF BANE OF ALL EVIL BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: conqueror of evil guardian yaksha xiao constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
CONQUEROR OF EVIL: GUARDIAN YAKSHA
	XIAO
	WHILE UNDER THE EFFECTS OF BANE OF ALL EVIL, HITTING AT LEAST 2 OPPONENTS WITH XIAO'S PLUNGING ATTACK WILL IMMEDIATELY GRANT HIM 1 CHARGE OF LEMNISCATIC WIND CYCLING, AND FOR THE NEXT 1S, HE MAY USE LEMNISCATIC WIND CYCLING WHILE IGNORING ITS CD.

	[image: the scent remained xingqiu constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
THE SCENT REMAINED
	XINGQIU
	INCREASES THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF RAIN SWORDS BY 1.

	[image: rainbow upon the azure sky xingqiu constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
RAINBOW UPON THE AZURE SKY
	XINGQIU
	EXTENDS THE DURATION OF GUHUA SWORD - RAINCUTTER BY 3S.
DECREASES THE HYDRO RES OF OPPONENTS HIT BY SWORD RAIN ATTACKS BY 15% FOR 4S.

	[image: weaver of verses xingqiu constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
WEAVER OF VERSES
	XINGQIU
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF GUHUA SWORD - RAINCUTTER BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: evilsoother xingqiu constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
EVILSOOTHER
	XINGQIU
	THROUGHOUT THE DURATION OF GUHUA SWORD - RAINCUTTER, THE DMG DEALT BY GUHUA SWORD - FATAL RAINSCREEN IS INCREASED BY 50%.

	[image: embrace of rain xingqiu constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
EMBRACE OF RAIN
	XINGQIU
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF GUHUA SWORD - FATAL RAINSCREEN BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: hence call them my own verses xingqiu constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
HENCE, CALL THEM MY OWN VERSES
	XINGQIU
	ACTIVATING 2 OF GUHUA SWORD - RAINCUTTER'S SWORD RAIN ATTACKS GREATLY ENHANCES THE THIRD SWORD RAIN ATTACK. ON HIT, THE THIRD SWORD RAIN ATTACK ALSO REGENERATES 3 ENERGY FOR XINGQIU.

	[image: fatal acceleration xinyan constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
FATAL ACCELERATION
	XINYAN
	UPON SCORING A CRIT HIT, INCREASES ATK SPD OF XINYAN'S NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS BY 12% FOR 5S. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 5S.

	[image: impromptu opening xinyan constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
IMPROMPTU OPENING
	XINYAN
	RIFF REVOLUTION'S PHYSICAL DMG HAS ITS CRIT RATE INCREASED BY 100%, AND WILL FORM A SHIELD AT SHIELD LEVEL 3: RAVE WHEN CAST.

	[image: double stop xinyan constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
DOUBLE-STOP
	XINYAN
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF SWEEPING FERVOR BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: wildfire rhythm xinyan constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
WILDFIRE RHYTHM
	XINYAN
	SWEEPING FERVOR'S SWING DMG DECREASES OPPONENT'S PHYSICAL RES BY 15% FOR 12S.
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SCREAMIN' FOR AN ENCORE
	XINYAN
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF RIFF REVOLUTION BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: rockin in a flaming world xinyan constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
ROCKIN' IN A FLAMING WORLD
	XINYAN
	DECREASES THE STAMINA CONSUMPTION OF XINYAN'S CHARGED ATTACKS BY 30%. ADDITIONALLY, XINYAN'S CHARGED ATTACKS GAIN AN ATK BONUS EQUAL TO 50% OF HER DEF.
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THE LAW KNOWS NO KINDNESS
	YANFEI
	WHEN YANFEI USES HER CHARGED ATTACK, EACH EXISTING SCARLET SEAL ADDITIONALLY REDUCES THE STAMINA COST OF THIS CHARGED ATTACK BY 10% AND INCREASES RESISTANCE AGAINST INTERRUPTION DURING ITS RELEASE.

	[image: right of final interpretation yanfei constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
RIGHT OF FINAL INTERPRETATION
	YANFEI
	INCREASES YANFEI'S CHARGED ATTACK CRIT RATE BY 20% AGAINST ENEMIES BELOW 50% HP.
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SAMADHI FIRE-FORGED
	YANFEI
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF SIGNED EDICT BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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SUPREME AMNESTY
	YANFEI
	WHEN DONE DEAL IS USED:
· CREATES A SHIELD THAT ABSORBS UP TO 45% OF YANFEI'S MAX HP FOR 15S.
· THIS SHIELD ABSORBS PYRO DMG 250% MORE EFFECTIVELY.
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ABIDING AFFIDAVIT
	YANFEI
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF DONE DEAL BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: extra clause yanfei constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
EXTRA CLAUSE
	YANFEI
	INCREASES THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF SCARLET SEALS BY 1.
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AGATE RYUUKIN
	YOIMIYA
	THE AUROUS BLAZE CREATED BY RYUUKIN SAXIFRAGE LASTS FOR AN EXTRA 4S.
ADDITIONALLY, WHEN AN OPPONENT AFFECTED BY AUROUS BLAZE IS DEFEATED WITHIN ITS DURATION, YOIMIYA'S ATK IS INCREASED BY 20% FOR 20S.

	[image: a procession of bonfires yoimiya constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
A PROCESSION OF BONFIRES
	YOIMIYA
	WHEN YOIMIYA'S PYRO DMG SCORES A CRIT HIT, YOIMIYA WILL GAIN A 25% PYRO DMG BONUS FOR 6S. THIS EFFECT CAN BE TRIGGERED EVEN WHEN YOIMIYA IS NOT THE ACTIVE CHARACTER.
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TRICKSTER'S FLARE
	YOIMIYA
	INCREASE THE LEVEL OF NIWABI FIRE-DANCE BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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PYROTECHNIC PROFESSIONAL
	YOIMIYA
	WHEN YOIMIYA'S OWN AUROUS BLAZE TRIGGERS AN EXPLOSION, NIWABI FIRE-DANCE'S CD IS DECREASED BY 1.2.
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A SUMMER FESTIVAL'S EVE
	YOIMIYA
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF RYUUKIN SAXIFRAGE BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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NAGANOHARA METEOR SWARM
	YOIMIYA
	DURING NIWABI FIRE-DANCE, YOIMIYA'S NORMAL ATTACKS HAVE A 50% CHANCE OF FIRING AN EXTRA KINDLING ARROW THAT DEALS 60% OF ITS ORIGINAL DMG. THIS DMG IS CONSIDERED NORMAL ATTACK DMG.
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ROCK, THE BACKBONE OF EARTH
	ZHONGLI
	INCREASES THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF STONE STELES CREATED BY DOMINUS LAPIDIS THAT MAY EXIST SIMULTANEOUSLY TO 2.

	[image: stone the cradle of jade zhongli constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
STONE, THE CRADLE OF JADE
	ZHONGLI
	PLANET BEFALL GRANTS NEARBY CHARACTERS ON THE FIELD A JADE SHIELD WHEN IT DESCENDS.

	[image: jade shimmering through darkness zhongli constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
JADE, SHIMMERING THROUGH DARKNESS
	ZHONGLI
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF DOMINUS LAPIDIS BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.

	[image: topaz the unbreakable and fearless zhongli constellation genshin impact wiki guide 70px]
TOPAZ, UNBREAKABLE AND FEARLESS
	ZHONGLI
	INCREASES PLANET BEFALL'S AOE BY 20% AND INCREASES THE DURATION OF PLANET BEFALL'S PETRIFICATION EFFECT BY 2S.
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LAZULI, HERALD OF THE ORDER
	ZHONGLI
	INCREASES THE LEVEL OF PLANET BEFALL BY 3.
MAXIMUM UPGRADE LEVEL IS 15.
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CHRYSOS, BOUNTY OF DOMINATOR
	ZHONGLI
	WHEN THE JADE SHIELD TAKES DMG, 40% OF THAT INCOMING DMG IS CONVERTED TO HP FOR THE CURRENT CHARACTER.
A SINGLE INSTANCE OF REGENERATION CANNOT EXCEED 8% OF THAT CHARACTER'S MAX HP.
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AQUILA FAVONIA
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	48
	PHYSICAL DMG BONUS
	FALCON'S DEFIANCE
	ATK IS INCREASED BY 20%. TRIGGERS ON TAKING DMG: THE SOUL OF THE FALCON OF THE WEST AWAKENS, HOLDING THE BANNER OF THE RESISTANCE ALOFT, REGENERATING HP EQUAL TO 100% OF ATK AND DEALING 200% OF ATK AS DMG TO SURROUNDING ENEMIES. THIS EFFECT CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 15S.

	 [image: blackcliff longsword sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
BLACKCLIFF LONGSWORD
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	CRIT DMG
	PRESS THE ADVANTAGE
	AFTER DEFEATING AN ENEMY, ATK IS INCREASED BY 12/15/18/21/24% FOR 30S. THIS EFFECT HAS A MAXIMUM OF 3 STACKS, AND THE DURATION OF EACH STACK IS INDEPENDENT OF THE OTHERS.
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COOL STEEL
	⭐⭐⭐
	
39
	BASE ATK
	BANE OF WATER AND ICE
	INCREASES DMG AGAINST ENEMIES AFFECTED BY HYDRO OR CRYO BY 14/18/22/26/30%.

	[image: dark iron sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
DARK IRON SWORD
	⭐⭐⭐
	40
	ELEMENTAL MASTERY
	OVERLOADED
	UPON CAUSING AN OVERLOADED, SUPERCONDUCT, ELECTRO-CHARGED, OR AN ELECTRO-INFUSED SWIRL REACTION, INCREASES BASE ATK BY 20/25/30/35/40% FOR 12S.

	[image: dull blade sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
DULL SWORD
	⭐
	23
	-
	-
	-

	[image: favonius greatsword claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
FAVONIUS SWORD
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	41
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	WINDFALL
	CRIT HITS HAVE A 60% CHANCE TO GENERATE 1 ELEMENTAL ORB, WHICH WILL REGENERATE 6 ENERGY FOR THE CHARACTER.

	[image: fillet blade sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
FILLET BLADE
	⭐⭐⭐
	39
	BASE ATK
	-
	ON HIT, HAS 50% CHANCE TO DEAL 240/280/320/360/400% ATK DMG TO A SINGLE ENEMY. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 15/14/13/12/11S.

	[image: harbinger of dawn sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
HARBINGER OF DAWN
	⭐⭐⭐
	39
	CRIT DMG
	VIGOROUS
	WHEN HP IS ABOVE 90%, INCREASES CRIT RATE BY 14/18/22/24/28%.

	[image: iron sting sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
IRON STING
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	ELEMENTAL MASTERY
	INFUSION STINGER
	DEALING ELEMENTAL DMG INCREASES ALL DMG BY 8/10/12/14/16% FOR 6S. MAX 2 STACKS. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 1S.

	[image: lions rorar sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
LION'S ROAR
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	BASE ATK
	BANE OF FIRE AND THUNDER
	INCREASES DMG AGAINST ENEMIES AFFECTED BY PYRO OR ELECTRO BY 20/25/30/35/40%.

	[image: prototype rancour sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
PROTOTYPE RANCOUR
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	PHYSICAL DMG BONUS
	SMASHED STONE
	ON HIT, NORMAL OR CHARGED ATTACKS INCREASE BASE ATK AND DEF BY 6/7.5/9/10.5/12% FOR 6S. MAX 4 STACKS. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 0.3S.

	 [image: royal longsword sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]ROYAL LONGSWORD
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	CRIT DMG
	FOCUS
	UPON DAMAGING AN ENEMY, INCREASES CRIT RATE BY 6/10/12/14/16%. MAX 5 STACKS. A CRIT HIT REMOVES ALL STACKS.

	[image: sacrificial sword sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
SACRIFICIAL SWORD
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	41
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	COMPOSED
	AFTER DAMAGING AN OPPONENT WITH AN ELEMENTAL SKILL, THE SKILL HAS A 40/50/60/70/80% CHANCE TO END ITS OWN CD. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 30/26/22/18/14S.

	[image: silver sword sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
SILVER SWORD
	⭐⭐
	33
	-
	-
	-

	[image: skyrider sword sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
SKYRIDER SWORD
	⭐⭐⭐
	38
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	DETERMINATION
	USING AN ELEMENTAL BURST GRANTS A 12/15/18/21/24% INCREASE IN BASE ATK AND MOVEMENT SPD FOR 12S.

	[image: skyward blade sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]SKYWARD BLADE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	INCREASES INCOMING HEALING BY 20%, CRIT RATE BY 4% AND GIVES AN 80% CHANCE TO GENERATE AN ELEMENTAL PARTICLE. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 9S.

	[image: the alley flash swords genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
THE ALLEY FLASH
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	CRIT RATE
	ITINERANT HERO
	CONTINUOSLY SPRINTING FOR AT LEAST 1S INCREASES ATK BY 28% FOR 6S. THIS EFFECT CANNOT STACK.

	[image: the black sword swords genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
THE BLACK SWORD
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	CRIT RATE
	JUSTICE
	INCREASES DMG DEALT BY NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS BY 20%.
ADDITIONALLY, REGENERATES 60% OF ATK AS HP WHEN NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS SCORE A CRIT HIT. THIS EFFECT CAN OCCUR ONCE EVERY 5S.

	[image: the flute sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]THE FLUTE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	BASE ATK
	CHORD
	NORMAL OR CHARGED ATTACKS GRANT HARMONIC ON HITS. GAINING 5 HARMONICS TRIGGERS THE POWER OF MUSIC AND DEALS 100/125/150/175/200% ATK DMG TO SURROUNDING ENEMIES. HARMONICS LAST UP TO 30S, AND A MAXIMUM OF 1 CAN BE GAINED EVERY 0.5S.

	[image: travelers handy sword sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
TRAVELER'S HANDY SWORD
	⭐⭐⭐
	40
	BASE DEF
	JOURNEY
	EACH ELEMENTAL ORB OR PARTICLE COLLECTED RESTORES 1/1.25/1.5/1.75/2% HP.

	[image: festering desire swords genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FESTERING DESIRE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	 
	INCREASES ELEMENTAL SKILL DAMAGE BY 16/20/24/28/32% AND ELEMENTAL SKILL CRIT RATE BY 6/7.5/9/10.5/12%.

	[image: summit shaper swords genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SUMMIT SHAPER
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	46
	ATK
	-
	INCREASES SHIELD STRENGTH BY 20/25/30/35/40%. SCORING HITS ON OPPONENTS INCREASES ATK BY 4/5/6/7/8% FOR 8S. MAX 5 STACKS. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 0.3S. WHILE PROTECTED BY A SHIELD, THIS ATK INCREASE EFFECT IS INCREASED BY 100%.

	[image: mistsplitter reforged swords genshin impact wiki guide 75px2]
MISTSPLITTER REFORGED
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	 48
	CRIT DMG 
	MISTSPLITTER'S EDGE
	GAIN A 12~24% ELEMENTAL  FOR EVERY ELEMENT AND RECEIVE THE MIGHT OF MISTSPLITTER'S EMBLEM. AT STACK LEVELS 1/2/3, MISTSPLITTER'S EMBLEM PROVIDES A 8/16/28~16/32/56% ELEMENTAL DMG BONUS FOR THE CHARACTER'S ELEMENTAL TYPE. 

	[image: sword of descension flash swords genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SWORD OF DESCENSION
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	 39
	BASE ATK 
	ATK
	HITTING ENEMIES WITH NORMAL OR CHARGED ATTACKS GRANTS A 50% CHANCE TO DEAL 200% ATK AS DMG IN A SMALL AOE. THIS EFFECT CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 10S. ADDITIONALLY, IF THE TRAVELER EQUIPS THE SWORD OF DESCENSION, THEIR ATK IS INCREASED BY 66.



	WEAPON
	RARITY
	ATK
	SECONDARY
	PASSIVE
	PASSIVE EFFECT

	[image: alley hunter bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ALLEY HUNTER
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	41
	CRIT RATE
	URBAN GUERRILLA
	EVERY 4S A CHARACTER IS ON THE FIELD, THEIR ATK INCREASES BY 4/5/6/7/8% AND THEIR CRIT DMG INCREASES BY 4/5/6/7/8%. THIS EFFECT HAS A MAXIMUM OF 5 STACKS AND WILL NOT BE RESET IF THE CHARACTER LEAVES THE FIELD, BUT WILL BE CLEARED WHEN THE CHARACTER TAKES DMG.

	[image: amos bow bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]AMOS' BOW
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	46
	BASE ATK
	STRONG-WILLED
	INCREASES NORMAL ATTACK AND AIMED SHOT DMG BY 12/14/16/18/20%. INCREASES DMG FROM ARROWS SHOT BY A FURTHER 8% FOR EVERY 0.1S THAT THE ARROW IS IN FLIGHT, UP TO 0.5S.

	[image: blackcliff warbow bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
BLACKCLIFF WARBOW
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	BASE ATK
	PRESS THE ADVANTAGE
	AFTER DEFEATING AN ENEMY, ATK IS INCREASED BY 12/15/18/21/24% FOR 30S. THIS EFFECT HAS A MAXIMUM OF 3 STACKS, AND THE DURATION OF EACH STACK IS INDEPENDENT OF THE OTHERS.

	[image: compound bow bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
COMPOUND BOW
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	41
	PHYSICAL DMG BONUS
	INFUSION ARROW
	NORMAL ATTACK AND AIMED SHOT HITS INCREASE BASE ATK BY 6/7.5/9/10.5/12% AND NORMAL ATTACK SPD BY 1.2/1.5/1.8/2.1/2.4% FOR 6S. MAX 4 STACKS. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 0.3S.

	[image: ebony bow bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
EBONY BOW
	⭐⭐⭐
	40
	BASE ATK
	DECIMATE
	INCREASES DMG AGAINST MECHANOID RUIN ENEMIES BY 40/50/60/70/80%.

	[image: elegy for the end bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ELEGY FOR THE END
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	46 
	BASE ATK
	THE PARTING REFRAIN
	INCREASES ELEMENTAL MASTERY BY 60. WHEN THE ELEMENTAL SKILLS OR ELEMENTAL BURSTS OF THE CHARACTER WIELDING THIS WEAPON HIT OPPONENTS, THAT CHARACTER GAINS A SIGIL OF REMEMBRANCE.

	[image: favonius bow bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
FAVONIUS WARBOW
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	41
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	WINDFALL
	CRIT HITS HAVE A 60/70/80/90/100% CHANCE TO GENERATE 1 ELEMENTAL ORB, WHICH WILL REGENERATE 6 ENERGY FOR THE CHARACTER. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 12/10.5/9/7.5/6S.

	[image: hamayumi bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
HAMAYUMI
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	41
	BASE ATK
	FULL DRAW
	INCREASES NORMAL ATTACK DMG BY 16% AND CHARGED ATTACK DMG BY 12%. WHEN THE EQUIPPING CHARACTER'S ENERGY REACHES 100%, THIS EFFECT IS INCREASED BY 100%.

	[image: hunters bow bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
HUNTER'S BOW
	⭐
	23
	-
	-
	-

	[image: messenger catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
MESSENGER
	⭐⭐⭐
	40
	CRIT DMG
	ARCHER'S MESSAGE
	AIMED SHOT HITS ON WEAK SPOTS DEAL AN ADDITIONAL 100/125/150/175/200% ATK DMG AS CRIT DMG. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 10S.

	[image: mitternachts waltz bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MITTERNACHTS WALTZ
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	 42
	 PHYSICAL DMG BONUS
	EVERNIGHT DUET 
	NORMAL ATTACK HITS ON OPPONENTS INCREASE ELEMENTAL SKILL DMG BY 20~40% FOR 5S. ELEMENTAL SKILL HITS ON OPPONENTS INCREASE NORMAL ATTACK DMG BY 20~40% FOR 5S

	[image: mouuns moon bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px ]
MOUUN'S MOON
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	 44
	 ATK
	 WATATSUMI WAVEWALKER
	 FOR EVERY POINT OF THE ENTIRE PARTY'S COMBINED MAXIMUM ENERGY CAPACITY, THE ELEMENTAL BURST DMG OF THE CHARACTER EQUIPPING THIS WEAPON IS INCREASED BY 0.12~0.24%. A MAXIMUM OF 40~80% INCREASED ELEMENTAL BURST DMG CAN BE ACHIEVED THIS WAY.

	[image: polar star bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
POLAR STAR
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	 46
	CRIT RATE 
	DAYLIGHT'S AUGURY
	ELEMENTAL SKILL AND ELEMENTAL BURST DMG INCREASED BY 12~24%. AFTER A NORMAL ATTACK, CHARGED ATTACK, ELEMENTAL SKILL OR ELEMENTAL BURST HITS AN OPPONENT, 1 STACK OF ASHEN NIGHTSTAR WILL BE GAINED FOR 12S. WHEN 1/2/3/4 STACKS OF ASHEN NIGHTSTAR ARE PRESENT, ATK IS INCREASED BY 10/20/30/48~20/40/60/96%. THE STACK OF ASHEN NIGHTSTAR CREATED BY THE NORMAL ATTACK, CHARGED ATTACK, ELEMENTAL SKILL OR ELEMENTAL BURST WILL BE COUNTED INDEPENDENTLY OF THE OTHERS.

	[image: predator bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
PREDATOR
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	 42
	 ATK
	 STRONG STRIKE
	DEALING CRYO DMG TO OPPONENTS INCREASES THIS CHARACTER'S NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACK DMG BY 10% FOR 6S. THIS EFFECT CAN HAVE A MAXIMUM OF 2 STACKS. ADDITIONALLY, WHEN ALOY EQUIPS PREDATOR, ATK IS INCREASED BY 66.

	[image: prototype crescent bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
PROTOTYPE CRESCENT
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	BASE ATK
	UNRETURNING
	AIMED SHOT HITS ON WEAK POINTS INCREASE MOVEMENT SPD BY 10% AND ATK BY 36% FOR 10S.

	[image: raven bow bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
RAVEN BOW
	⭐⭐⭐
	40
	ELEMENTAL MASTERY
	BANE OF FLAME AND WATER
	INCREASES DMG AGAINST ENEMIES AFFECTED BY HYDRO OR PYRO BY 12/15/18/21/24%.

	[image: recurve bow bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
RECURVE BOW
	⭐⭐⭐
	38
	BASE HP
	CULL THE WEAK
	DEFEATING AN OPPONENT RESTORES 8/10/12/14/16% HP.

	[image: royal bow bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
ROYAL BOW
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	CRIT RATE
	ROYAL MARKSMANSHIP
	INCREASES AIMED SHOT DMG BY 100%. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 10S.

	[image: rust bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
RUST
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	BASE ATK
	RAPID FIRING
	INCREASES NORMAL ATTACK DMG BY 40/50/60/70/80% BUT DECREASES AIMED SHOT DMG BY 8/9/10/11/12%

	[image: sacrificial bow bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
SACRIFICIAL BOW
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	43
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	COMPOSED
	AFTER DEALING DAMAGE TO AN ENEMY WITH AN ELEMENTAL SKILL, THE SKILL HAS A 40/50/60/70/80% CHANCE TO END ITS OWN CD. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 15/14/13/12/11S.

	[image: seasoned hunters bow bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
SEASONED HUNTER'S BOW
	⭐⭐
	33
	-
	-
	-

	[image: sharpshooters oath bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
SHARPSHOOTER'S OATH
	⭐⭐⭐
	39
	CRIT DMG
	PRECISE
	INCREASES DMG AGAINST WEAK SPOTS BY 24/30/36/42/48%.

	[image: skyward harp weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
SKYWARD HARP
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	45
	CRIT RATE
	ECHOING BALLAD
	INCREASES CRIT DMG BY 20/25/30/35/40%. HITS HAVE A 60/70/80/90/100% CHANCE TO INFLICT A SMALL AOE ATTACK, DEALING 100% PHYSICAL ATK DMG. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 4S.

	[image: slingshot bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
SLINGSHOT
	⭐⭐⭐
	38
	CRIT RATE
	SLINGSHOT
	IF A NORMAL ATTACK OR AIMED SHOT HITS A TARGET WITHIN 0.3S OF BEING FIRED, INCREASES DMG BY 36/42/48/54/60%; OTHERWISE, IT DECREASES DMG BY 10%.

	[image: the stringless bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
THE STRINGLESS
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	ELEMENTAL MASTERY
	ARROWLESS SONG
	INCREASES ELEMENTAL SKILL AND ELEMENTAL BURST DMG BY 24/30/36/42/48%.

	[image: viridescent hunt bows weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
THE VIRIDESCENT HUNT
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	CRIT RATE
	VERDANT WIND
	UPON HIT, NORMAL AND AIMED SHOT ATTACKS HAVE A 50% CHANCE TO GENERATE A CYCLONE, WHICH WILL CONTINUOUSLY ATTRACT SURROUNDING ENEMIES, DEALING 40% OF ATK AS DMG TO THESE ENEMIES EVERY 0.5S FOR 4S. THIS EFFECT CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 14S.



	WEAPON
	RARITY
	ATK
	SECONDARY
	PASSIVE
	BONUS

	[image: akuoumaru claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
AKUOUMARU


	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	 42
	ATK
	  WATATSUMI WAVEWALKER
	FOR EVERY POINT OF THE ENTIRE PARTY'S COMBINED MAXIMUM ENERGY CAPACITY, THE ELEMENTAL BURST DMG OF THE CHARACTER EQUIPPING THIS WEAPON IS INCREASED BY 0.12~0.24%. A MAXIMUM OF 40~80% INCREASED ELEMENTAL BURST DMG CAN BE ACHIEVED THIS WAY.

	[image: blackcliff slasher sword weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
BLACKCLIFF SLASHER
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	CRIT DMG
	PRESS THE ADVANTAGE
	AFTER DEFEATING AN ENEMY, ATK IS INCREASED BY 12/15/18/21/24% FOR 30S. THIS EFFECT HAS A MAXIMUM OF 3 STACKS, AND THE DURATION OF EACH STACK IS INDEPENDENT OF THE OTHERS.

	[image: bloodtainted claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
BLOODTAINTED GREATSWORD
	⭐⭐⭐
	38
	ELEMENTAL MASTERY
	BANE OF FIRE AND THUNDER
	INCREASES DMG AGAINST SLIMES BY 40/50/60/70/80%

	[image: debate club claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
DEBATE CLUB
	⭐⭐⭐
	39
	ATK
	BLUNT CONCLUSION
	AFTER USING AN ELEMENTAL SKILL, NORMAL OR CHARGED ATTACKS, ON HIT, DEAL AN ADDITIONAL 60/75/90/105/120% ATK DMG IN A SMALL AREA. EFFECT LASTS 15S. DMG CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 3S.

	[image: favonius greatsword claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
FAVONIUS GREATSWORD
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	CRIT RATE
	CRITICAL CHARGE
	CRIT HITS HAVE A 60/70/80/90/100% CHANCE TO GENERATE 1 ELEMENTAL PARTICLE. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 12/11/10/9/8S.

	[image: ferrous shadow claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
FERROUS SHADOW
	⭐⭐⭐
	39
	BASE HP
	UNBENDING
	WHEN HP FALLS BELOW 70/75/80/85/90%, INCREASES CHARGED ATTACK DMG BY 30/35/40/45/50%, AND CHARGED ATTACKS BECOME MUCH HARDER TO INTERRUPT.

	[image: katsuragikiri nagamasa claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
KATSURAGIKIRI NAGAMASA
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	 42
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	SAMURAI CONDUCT
	INCREASES ELEMENTAL SKILL DMG BY 6~12%. AFTER ELEMENTAL SKILL HITS AN OPPONENT, THE CHARACTER LOSES 3 ENERGY BUT REGENERATES 3~5 ENERGY EVERY 2S FOR THE NEXT 6S. THIS EFFECT CAN OCCUR ONCE EVERY 10S. CAN BE TRIGGERED EVEN WHEN THE CHARACTER IS NOT ON THE FIELD.

	[image: lithic blade claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LITHIC BLADE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	41
	CRIT DMG
	LITHIC AXIOM - UNITY
	FOR EVERY CHARACTER IN THE PARTY WHO HAILS FROM LIYUE, THE CHARACTER WHO EQUIPS THIS WEAPON GAINS 7~11% ATK INCREASE AND 3~7% CRIT RATE INCREASE. THIS EFFECT STACKS UP TO 4 TIMES.

	[image: luxurious sea lord claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LUXURIOUS SEA-LORD
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	 41
	 ATK
	OCEANIC VICTORY
	INCREASES ELEMENTAL BURST DMG BY 12~24%. WHEN ELEMENTAL BURST HITS OPPONENTS, THERE IS A 100% CHANCE OF SUMMONING A HUGE ONRUSH OF TUNA THAT CHARGES AND DEALS 100~200% ATK AS AOE DMG. THIS EFFECT CAN OCCUR ONCE EVERY 15S.

	[image: old mercs pal catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
OLD MERC'S PAL
	⭐⭐
	33
	-
	-
	-

	[image: prototype archaic lord claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
PROTOTYPE ARCHAIC
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	 44
	 ATK
	 CRUSH
	ON HIT, NORMAL OR CHARGED ATTACKS HAVE A 50% CHANCE TO DEAL AN ADDITIONAL 240~480% ATK DMG TO OPPONENTS WITHIN A SMALL AOE. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 15S.

	[image: prototype aminus claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
PROTOTYPE AMINUS
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	ATK
	CRUSH
	ON HIT, NORMAL OR CHARGED ATTACKS HAVE A 50% CHANCE TO DEAL AN ADDITIONAL 320/390/460/530/600% ATK DMG TO ENEMIES WITHIN A SMALL RADIUS. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 15S.

	[image: quartz claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
QUARTZ
	⭐⭐⭐
	40
	ELEMENTAL MASTERY
	RESIDUAL HEAT
	UPON CAUSING AN OVERLOADED, MELT, BURNING, VAPORIZE, OR A PYRO-INFUSED SWIRL REACTION, INCREASES BASE ATK BY 20/25/30/35/40% FOR 12S.

	[image: rainslasher claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
RAINSLASHER
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	ELEMENTAL MASTERY
	BANE OF STORM AND TIDE
	INCREASES DMG AGAINST ENEMIES AFFECTED BY HYDRO OR ELECTRO BY 20/25/30/35/40%.

	[image: redhorn stonethresher claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
REDHORN STONETHRESHER
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	-
	-
	-
	-

	[image: royal greatsword claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
ROYAL GREATSWORD
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	ATK
	FOCUS
	UPON DAMAGING AN ENEMY, INCREASES CRIT RATE BY 8%. MAX 5 STACKS. A CRIT HIT REMOVES ALL STACKS.

	[image: sacrificial greatsword claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SACRIFICIAL GREATSWORD
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	 44
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	COMPOSED 
	 AFTER DEALING DAMAGE TO AN OPPONENT WITH AN ELEMENTAL SKILL, THE SKILL HAS A 40~80% CHANCE TO END ITS OWN CD. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 30~16S.

	[image: serpent spine claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SERPENT SPINE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	CRIT RATE
	WAVESPLITTER
	EVERY 4S A CHARACTER IS ON THE FIELD, THEY WILL DEAL 6~10% MORE DMG AND TAKE 3~2% MORE DMG. THIS EFFECT HAS A MAXIMUM OF 5 STACKS AND WILL NOT BE RESET IF THE CHARACTER LEAVES THE FIELD, BUT WILL BE REDUCED BY 1 STACK WHEN THE CHARACTER TAKES DMG.

	[image: skyrider greatswird claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
SKYRIDER GREATSWORD
	⭐⭐⭐
	39
	PHYSICAL DMG BONUS
	COURAGE
	ON HIT, NORMAL OR CHARGED ATTACKS INCREASE BASE ATK AND DEF BY 6/7/8/9/10% FOR 6S. MAX 4 STACKS. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 0.5S.

	[image: skyward pride claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
SKYWARD PRIDE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	45
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	SKY-RIPPING DRAGON SPINE
	INCREASES ALL DMG BY 8/10/12/14/16%. AFTER USING AN ELEMENTAL BURST, NORMAL OR CHARGED ATTACK, ON HIT, CREATES A VACUUM BLADE THAT DOES 80/100/120/140/160% PHYSICAL DMG TO ENEMIES ALONG ITS PATH. LASTS FOR 20S OR 8 VACUUM BLADES.

	[image: snow tombed starsilver claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SNOW-TOMBED STARSILVER
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	 44
	PHYSICAL DMG
	FROST BURIAL 
	HITTING AN OPPONENT WITH NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS HAS A 60~100% CHANCE OF FORMING AND DROPPING AN EVERFROST ICICLE ABOVE THEM, DEALING 80~140%  ATK DMG. OPPONENTS AFFECTED BY CRYO ARE DEALT 200~360% ATK DMG INSTEAD BY THE ICICLE. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 10S.

	[image: song of broken pines claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SONG OF BROKEN PINES
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	 49
	 PHYSICAL DMG
	REBEL'S BANNER HYMN
	A PART OF THE "MILLENNIAL MOVEMENT" THAT WANDERS AMIDST THE WINDS. INCREASES ATK BY 16~32%, AND WHEN NORMAL OR CHARGED ATTACKS HIT OPPONENTS, THE CHARACTER GAINS A SIGIL OF WHISPERS. THIS EFFECT CAN BE TRIGGERED ONCE EVERY 0.3S.


WHEN YOU POSSESS FOUR SIGILS OF WHISPERS, ALL OF THEM WILL BE CONSUMED AND ALL NEARBY PARTY MEMBERS WILL OBTAIN THE "MILLENNIAL MOVEMENT: BANNER-HYMN" EFFECT FOR 12S. "MILLENNIAL MOVEMENT: BANNER-HYMN" INCREASES NORMAL ATK SPD BY 12~24% AND INCREASES ATK BY 20~40%.

ONCE THIS EFFECT IS TRIGGERED, YOU WILL NOT GAIN SIGILS OF WHISPERS FOR 20S. OF THE MANY EFFECTS OF THE "MILLENNIAL MOVEMENT", BUFFS OF THE SAME TYPE WILL NOT STACK.

	[image: the bell greatswird claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
THE BELL
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	RETRACE
	AFTER DEALING DAMAGE TO AN ENEMY WITH AN ELEMENTAL SKILL, THE SKILL HAS A 40/50/60/70/80% CHANCE TO END ITS OWN CD. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 30/26.5/22/18.5/14S.

	[image: the unforged claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
THE UNFORGED
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	 46
	ATK
	 GOLDEN MAJESTY
	INCREASES SHIELD STRENGTH BY 20~40%. SCORING HITS ON OPPONENTS INCREASES ATK BY 4~8% FOR 8S. MAX 5 STACKS. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 0.3S. WHILE PROTECTED BY A SHIELD, THIS ATK INCREASE EFFECT IS INCREASED BY 100%.

	[image: waster greatsword claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
WASTER GREATSWORD
	⭐
	23
	-
	-
	-

	[image: white iron greatsword claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
WHITE IRON GREATSWORD
	⭐⭐⭐
	40
	BASE DEF
	CULL THE WEAK
	DEFEATING AN OPPONENT RESTORES 8/10/12/14/16% HP.

	[image: whiteblind claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
WHITEBLIND
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	BASE DEF
	INFUSION BLADE
	ON HIT, NORMAL OR CHARGED ATTACKS INCREASE BASE ATK AND DEF BY 6/7.5/9/10.5/12% FOR 6S. MAX 4 STACKS. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 0.5S.

	[image: wolfs gravestone claymore weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
WOLF'S GRAVESTONE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	46
	ATK
	WOLFISH TRACKER
	INCREASES BASE ATK BY 20/25/30/35/40%. ON HIT, ATTACKS AGAINST ENEMIES WITH LESS THAN 30% HP INCREASE ALL PARTY MEMBERS' BASE ATK BY 40/50/60/70/80% FOR 12S. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 30S.

	[image: snow tombed starsilver 1]
SNOW-TOMBED STARSILVER
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	PHYSICAL DMG%
	FROST BURIAL
	 INCREASES SHIELD STRENGTH BY 20/25/30/35/40%. SCORING HITS ON OPPONENTS INCREASES ATK BY 4/5/6/7/8% FOR 8S. MAX 5 STACKS. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 0.3S. WHILE PROTECTED BY A SHIELD, THIS ATK INCREASE EFFECT IS INCREASED BY 100%.



	WEAPON
	RARITY
	ATK
	SECONDARY
	PASSIVE
	BONUS

	[image: amber catalyst catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
AMBER CATALYST
	⭐⭐⭐
	 40
	ELEMENTAL MASTERY
	ELEMENTAL MASTERY
	 NORMAL ATTACK HITS INCREASE ALL ELEMENTAL DMG BY 6/7.5/9/10.5/12% FOR 6S. MAX 2 STACKS.

	[image: apprentice notes catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
APPRENTICE'S NOTES
	⭐
	23
	-
	-
	-

	[image: blackcliff amulet catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
BLACKCLIFF AMULET
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	CRIT DMG
	EXORCISE
	DEFEATING AN ENEMY INCREASES THE NEXT ELEMENTAL BURST'S DMG BY 24/30/36/42/48%. LASTS FOR 30S. MAX 3 STACKS.

	[image: dodoco tales catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
DODOCO TALES
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	 41
	 ATK
	 DODOVENTURE!
	 NORMAL ATTACK HITS ON OPPONENTS INCREASE CHARGED ATTACK DMG BY 16~32% FOR 6S.
CHARGED ATTACK HITS ON OPPONENTS INCREASE ATK BY 8~16% FOR 6S.

	[image: emerald orb catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
EMERALD ORB
	⭐⭐⭐
	40
	ELEMENTAL MASTERY
	RAPIDS
	UPON CAUSING A VAPORIZE, ELECTRO-CHARGED, FROZEN, OR A HYDRO-INFUSED SWIRL REACTION, INCREASES BASE ATK BY 20/25/30/35/40% FOR 12S.

	[image: eye of perception catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
EYE OF PERCEPTION
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	41
	BASE ATK
	-
	NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS HAVE A 50% CHANCE TO FIRE A BOLT OF PERCEPTION, DEALING 240/270/300/330/360% ATK AS DMG. THIS BOLT CAN BOUNCE BETWEEN ENEMIES A MAXIMUM OF 4 TIMES. THIS EFFECT CAN OCCUR ONCE EVERY 12/11/10/9/8S.

	[image: everlasting moonglow catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
EVERLASTING MOONGLOW
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	46 
	HP 
	BYAKUYA KOUGETSU
	HEALING BONUS INCREASED BY 10~20%, NORMAL ATTACK DMG IS INCREASED BY 1~3.0% OF THE MAX HP OF THE CHARACTER EQUIPPING THIS WEAPON. FOR 12S AFTER USING AN ELEMENTAL BURST, NORMAL ATTACKS THAT HIT OPPONENTS WILL RESTORE 0.6 ENERGY. ENERGY CAN BE RESTORED THIS WAY ONCE EVERY 0.1S.

	[image: favonius codex catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
FAVONIUS CODEX
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	CRITICAL CHARGE
	CRIT HITS HAVE A 60/70/80/90/100% CHANCE TO GENERATE 1 ELEMENTAL PARTICLE. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 12/11/10/9/8S.

	[image: frostbearer catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FROSTBEARER
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	ATK
	FROST BURIAL
	HITTING AN OPPONENT WITH NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS HAS A 60~100% CHANCE OF FORMING AND DROPPING AN EVERFROST ICICLE ABOVE THEM, DEALING 80~140% AOE ATK DMG. OPPONENTS AFFECTED BY CRYO ARE DEALT 200~360% ATK DMG INSTEAD BY THE ICICLE. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 10S.

	[image: hakushin ring catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
HAKUSHIN RING
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	SAKURA SAIGUU
	AFTER THE CHARACTER EQUIPPED WITH THIS WEAPON TRIGGERS AN ELECTRO ELEMENTAL REACTION, NEARBY PARTY MEMBERS OF AN ELEMENTAL TYPE INVOLVED IN THE ELEMENTAL REACTION RECEIVE A 10~20% ELEMENTAL DMG BONUS FOR THEIR ELEMENT, LASTING 6S. ELEMENTAL BONUSES GAINED IN THIS WAY CANNOT BE STACKED.

	[image: lost prayer to the sacred winds catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LOST PRAYER TO THE SACRED WINDS
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	CRIT RATE
	BOUNDLESS BLESSING
	INCREASES MOVEMENT SPD BY 10%. WHEN IN BATTLE, EARN A 6/8/10/12/14% ELEMENTAL DMG BONUS EVERY 4S. MAX 4 STACKS. LASTS UNTIL THE CHARACTER FALLS OR LEAVES COMBAT.

	 [image: magic guide catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
MAGIC GUIDE
	⭐⭐⭐
	38
	ELEMENTAL MASTERY
	BANE OF STORM AND TIDE
	INCREASES DMG AGAINST ENEMIES AFFECTED BY HYDRO OR ELECTRO BY 12/15/18/21/24%.

	 [image: mappa mare catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
MAPPA MARE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	ELEMENTAL MASTERY
	INFUSION SCROLL
	TRIGGERING AN ELEMENTAL REACTION GRANTS A 10% ELEMENTAL DMG BONUS FOR 10S. MAX 2 STACKS.

	[image: memory of dust catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MEMORY OF DUST
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	46
	ATK
	GOLDEN MAJESTY
	INCREASES SHIELD STRENGTH BY 20~40%. SCORING HITS ON OPPONENTS INCREASES ATK BY 4~8% FOR 8S. MAX 5 STACKS. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 0.3S. WHILE PROTECTED BY A SHIELD, THIS ATK INCREASE EFFECT IS INCREASED BY 100%.

	[image: otherwordly story catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
OTHERWORLDLY STORY
	⭐⭐⭐
	39
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	ENERGY SHOWER
	EACH ELEMENTAL ORB OR PARTICLE COLLECTED RESTORES 1% HP.

	 [image: pocket grimoire catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
POCKET GRIMOIRE
	⭐⭐
	33
	-
	-
	-

	
[image: prototype amber catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
PROTOTYPE AMBER
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	HP
	GILDING
	USING AN ELEMENTAL BURST REGENERATES 4~6 ENERGY EVERY 2S FOR 6S. ALL PARTY MEMBERS WILL REGENERATE 4~6% HP EVERY 2S FOR THIS DURATION.

	[image: prototype malice catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
PROTOTYPE MALICE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	41
	BASE HP
	GOLDEN PLATING
	USING AN ELEMENTAL BURST REGENERATES 4/4.5/5/5.5/6 ENERGY EVERY 2S FOR 6S. ADDITIONALLY, ALL PARTY MEMBERS WILL REGENERATE 4/4.5/5/5.5/6% HP EVERY 2S FOR THIS DURATION.

	[image: royal grimoire catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
ROYAL GRIMOIRE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	BASE ATK
	ENERGY BLAST
	NORMAL ATTACK HITS HAVE A 50% CHANCE TO FIRE AN ENERGY BLAST AT ENEMIES, WHICH DEALS 240/300/360/420/480% ATK DMG. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 10S.

	[image: sacrificial fragments catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
SACRIFICIAL FRAGMENTS
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	41
	ELEMENTAL MASTERY
	COMPOSED
	AFTER DEALING DAMAGE TO AN ENEMY WITH AN ELEMENTAL SKILL, THE SKILL HAS A 40/50/60/70/80% CHANCE TO END ITS OWN CD. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 30/26/22/18/14S.

	[image: skyward atlas catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
SKYWARD ATLAS
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	45
	BASE ATK
	WANDERING CLOUDS
	INCREASES ELEMENTAL DMG BONUS BY 12/15/18/21/24%. NORMAL ATTACK HITS HAVE A 50% CHANCE TO EARN THE FAVOR OF THE CLOUDS. WHICH ACTIVELY SEEK OUT NEARBY ENEMIES TO ATTACK FOR 15S, DEALING 160/200/240/280/320% ATK DMG. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 30S.

	[image: solar pearl catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
SOLAR PEARL
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	CRIT RATE
	SOLAR SHINE
	NORMAL ATTACK HITS INCREASE ELEMENTAL SKILL AND ELEMENTAL BURST DMG BY 20/25/30/35/40% FOR 6S. LIKEWISE, ELEMENTAL SKILL OR ELEMENTAL BURST HITS INCREASE NORMAL ATTACK DMG BY 20/25/30/35/40% FOR 6S.

	[image: the widsith catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
THE WIDSITH
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	CRIT DMG
	DEBUT
	WHEN A CHARACTER TAKES THE FIELD, THEY GAIN A RANDOM THEME SONG FOR 10S:
RECITATIVE: INCREASES BASE ATK BY 60%
INTERLUDE: ELEMENTAL MASTERY IS INCREASED BY 240
ARIA: INCREASES ALL ELEMENTAL DMG BY 48%
CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 30S

	[image: thrilling tales of dragon slayers catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
THRILLING TALES OF DRAGON SLAYERS
	⭐⭐⭐
	38
	BASE HP
	LEGACY
	WHEN SWITCHING CHARACTERS, THE NEW CHARACTER TAKING THE FIELD HAS THEIR ATK INCREASED BY 24/30/36/42/48% FOR 10S. THIS EFFECT CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 20S.

	[image: twin nephrite catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
TWIN NEPHRITE
	⭐⭐⭐
	40
	CRIT RATE
	GUERILLA TACTIC
	DEFEATING AN ENEMY INCREASES MOVEMENT SPD AND ATK BY 12/14/16/18/20% FOR 15S.

	[image: wine and song catalyst weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
WINE AND SONG
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	WIND IN THE SQUARE
	FOR EVERY CHARACTER IN THE PARTY WHO HAILS FROM MONDSTADT, THE CHARACTER WHO EQUIPS THIS WEAPON GAINS 8/10/12/14/16% ATK INCREASE AND 3/3.5/4/4.5/5% MOVEMENT SPD INCREASE.



	WEAPON
	RARITY
	ATK
	SECONDARY
	PASSIVE
	BONUS

	[image: beginners protector polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
BEGINNER'S PROTECTOR
	⭐
	 23
	-
	-
	-

	[image: black tassel polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
BLACK TASSEL
	⭐⭐⭐
	38
	BASE HP
	BANE OF THE SOFT
	INCREASES DMG AGAINST SLIMES BY 40/50/60/70/80%

	[image: blackcliff pole polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
BLACKCLIFF POLE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	CRIT DMG
	PRESS THE ADVANTAGE
	AFTER DEFEATING AN ENEMY, ATK IS INCREASED BY 12/15/18/21/24% FOR 30S. THIS EFFECT HAS A MAXIMUM OF 3 STACKS, AND THE DURATION OF EACH STACK IS INDEPENDENT OF THE OTHERS.

	[image: crescent pike polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
CRESCENT PIKE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	PHYSICAL DMG BONUS
	INFUSION NEEDLE
	AFTER PICKING UP AN ELEMENTAL ORB/PARTICLE, NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS DEAL AN ADDITIONAL 24/30/36/42/48% ATK AS DMG FOR 5S.

	[image: deathmatch polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
DEATHMATCH
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	41
	CRIT RATE 
	GLADIATOR
	IF THERE ARE AT LEAST 2 OPPONENTS NEARBY, ATK IS INCREASED BY 16~32% AND DEF IS INCREASED BY 16~32%. IF THERE ARE FEWER THAN 2 OPPONENTS NEARBY, ATK IS INCREASED BY 24~48%.

	[image: dragons bane polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
DRAGON'S BANE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	41
	ELEMENTAL MASTERY
	BANE OF FLAME AND WATER
	INCREASES DMG AGAINST ENEMIES AFFECTED BY HYDRO OR PYRO BY 20/25/30/35/40%.

	[image: dragonspine spear polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
DRAGONSPINE SPEAR
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	41
	PHYSICAL DMG BONUS
	FROST BURIAL
	HITTING AN OPPONENT WITH NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS HAS A 60~100% CHANCE OF FORMING AND DROPPING AN EVERFROST ICICLE ABOVE THEM, DEALING 80~140% AOE ATK DMG. OPPONENTS AFFECTED BY CRYO ARE DEALT 200~360% ATK DMG INSTEAD BY THE ICICLE. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 10S.

	[image: engulfing lightning polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ENGULFING LIGHTNING
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	46
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	TIMELESS DREAM: ETERNAL STOVE
	ATK INCREASED BY 28~56% OF ENERGY RECHARGE OVER THE BASE 100%. YOU CAN GAIN A MAXIMUM BONUS OF 80~120% ATK. GAIN 30~50% ENERGY RECHARGE FOR 12S AFTER USING AN ELEMENTAL BURST.

	[image: favonius lance polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FAVONIUS LANCE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	WINDFALL
	CRIT HITS HAVE A 60~100% CHANCE TO GENERATE A SMALL AMOUNT OF ELEMENTAL PARTICLES, WHICH WILL REGENERATE 6 ENERGY FOR THE CHARACTER. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 12~6S.

	[image: halberd polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
HALBERD
	⭐⭐⭐
	40
	BASE ATK
	HEAVY
	NORMAL ATTACKS DEAL AN ADDITIONAL 160% DMG. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 10S.

	[image: iron point polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
IRON POINT
	⭐⭐
	33
	-
	-
	-

	[image: kitain cross spear polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
KITAIN CROSS SPEAR
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	ELEMENTAL MASTERY
	SAMURAI CONDUCT
	INCREASES ELEMENTAL SKILL DMG BY 6~12%. AFTER ELEMENTAL SKILL HITS AN OPPONENT, THE CHARACTER LOSES 3 ENERGY BUT REGENERATES 3~5 ENERGY EVERY 2S FOR THE NEXT 6S. THIS EFFECT CAN OCCUR ONCE EVERY 10S. CAN BE TRIGGERED EVEN WHEN THE CHARACTER IS NOT ON THE FIELD.

	[image: kunwus iris rift polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
KUNWU'S IRIS RIFT
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	46
	BASE ATK
	RAINBOW-PIERCING STINGER
	INCREASES NORMAL ATTACK SPD BY 10%. INCREASES DMG AGAINST ENEMIES AFFECTED BY ANY ELEMENT BY 24%.

	[image: lithic spear spear polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LITHIC SPEAR
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	PHYSICAL DMG BONUS
	LITHIC AXIOM - SUBJUGATING EVIL
	NORMAL ATTACK HITS HAVE A 20% CHANCE OF CAUSING THE NEXT CHARGED ATTACK PERFORMED IN THE FOLLOWING 10S TO DEAL 40% INCREASED DMG.

	 [image: primordial jade winged spear polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
PRIMORDIAL JADE WINGED-SPEAR
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	48
	CRIT RATE
	
EAGLE SPEAR OF JUSTICE
	ON HIT, INCREASES ATK BY 3.2/3.9/4.6/5.3/6% FOR 6S. MAX 7 STACKS. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 0.3S. FULL STACKS INCREASE SKILL DMG BY 12/16/20/24/28%.

	[image: prototype grudge polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
PROTOTYPE GRUDGE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	MAGIC AFFINITY
	AFTER USING AN ELEMENTAL SKILL, INCREASES NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACK DMG BY 12/15/18/21/24% FOR 12S. MAX 2 STACKS.

	[image: prototype starglitter polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
PROTOTYPE STARGLITTER
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	MAGIC AFFINITY
	AFTER USING AN ELEMENTAL SKILL, INCREASES NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACK DMG BY 8~16% FOR 12S. MAX 2 STACKS.

	[image: royal spear polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ROYAL SPEAR
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	44
	ATK
	FOCUS
	UPON DEALING DAMAGE TO AN OPPONENT, INCREASES CRIT RATE BY 8~16%. MAX 5 STACKS. A CRIT HIT REMOVES ALL EXISTING STACKS.

	[image: skyward spine polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SKYWARD SPINE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	48
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	BLACK WING
	INCREASES CRIT RATE BY 8% AND INCREASES NORMAL ATK SPD BY 12%. ADDITIONALLY, NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACKS HITS ON ENEMIES HAVE A 50% CHANCE TO TRIGGER A VACUUM BLADE THAT DEALS 40% OF ATK AS DMG IN A SMALL AOE. THIS EFFECT CAN OCCUR NO MORE THAN ONCE EVERY 2S.

	[image: staff of homa polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
STAFF OF HOMA
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	46
	CRIT DMG
	RECKLESS CINNABAR
	HP INCREASED BY 20~40%. ADDITIONALLY, PROVIDES AN ATK BONUS BASED ON 0.8~1.6% OF THE WIELDER'S MAX HP. WHEN THE WIELDER'S HP IS LESS THAN 50%, THIS ATK BONUS IS INCREASED BY AN ADDITIONAL 1~1.8% OF MAX HP.

	[image: the catch polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
THE CATCH
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	42
	ENERGY RECHARGE
	SHANTY
	INCREASES ELEMENTAL BURST DMG BY 16~32% AND ELEMENTAL BURST CRIT RATE BY 6~12%.

	[image: vortex vanquisher polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
VORTEX VANQUISHER
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	46
	ATK
	GOLDEN MAJESTY
	INCREASES SHIELD STRENGTH BY 20~40%. SCORING HITS ON OPPONENTS INCREASES ATK BY 4~8% FOR 8S. MAX 5 STACKS. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 0.3S. WHILE PROTECTED BY A SHIELD, THIS ATK INCREASE EFFECT IS INCREASED BY 100%.

	[image: wavebreakers fin polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
WAVEBREAKER'S FIN
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	45
	ATK
	WATATSUMI WAVEWALKER
	FOR EVERY POINT OF THE ENTIRE PARTY'S COMBINED MAXIMUM ENERGY CAPACITY, THE ELEMENTAL BURST DMG OF THE CHARACTER EQUIPPING THIS WEAPON IS INCREASED BY 0.12~0.24%. A MAXIMUM OF 40~80% INCREASED ELEMENTAL BURST DMG CAN BE ACHIEVED THIS WAY.

	[image: white tassel polearm weapon genshin impact wiki guide]
WHITE TASSEL
	⭐⭐⭐
	39
	CRIT RATE
	SHARP
	/INCREASES NORMAL ATTACK DMG BY 24/30/36/42/48%.



	ARTIFACT SET
	2-PIECE BONUS
	4-PIECE BONUS

	[image: adventurer's flower adventurer artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ADVENTURER
	MAX HP INCREASED BY 1,000.
	OPENING CHEST REGENERATES 30% MAX HP OVER 5S.

	[image: lucky dog's clover lucky dog artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LUCKY DOG
	DEF INCREASED BY 100.
	PICKING UP MORA RESTORES 300 HP.

	[image: traveling doctor's silver lotus artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TRAVELING DOCTOR
	INCREASES INCOMING HEALING BY 20%.
	USING ELEMENTAL BURST RESTORES 20% HP.

	[image: instructors brooch artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
INSTRUCTOR
	INCREASES ELEMENTAL MASTERY BY 80.
	AFTER USING ELEMENTAL SKILL, INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ELEMENTAL MASTERY BY 120 FOR 8S.

	[image: berserker's rose artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BERSERKER
	CRIT RATE +12%
	WHEN HP IS BELOW 70%, CRIT RATE INCREASES BY AN ADDITIONAL 24%.

	[image: exiles flower artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
THE EXILE
	ENERGY RECHARGE +20%
	USING AN ELEMENTAL BURST REGENERATES 2 ENERGY FOR OTHER PARTY MEMBERS EVERY 2S FOR 6S. THIS EFFECT CANNOT STACK.

	[image: heart of comradeship artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
RESOLUTION OF SOJOURNER
	ATK +18%
	INCREASES CHARGED ATTACK CRIT RATE BY 30%.

	[image: martial artists red flower artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MARTIAL ARTIST
	INCREASES NORMAL ATTACK AND CHARGED ATTACK DMG BY 15%.
	AFTER USING ELEMENTAL SKILL, INCREASES NORMAL ATTACK AND CHARGED ATTACK DMG BY 25% FOR 8S.

	[image: guardian's flower artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
DEFENDER'S WILL
	DEF +30%
	INCREASES ELEMENTAL RES BY 30% FOR EACH ELEMENT PRESENT IN THE PARTY.

	[image: tiny miracle's flower artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TINY MIRACLE
	ALL ELEMENTAL RES INCREASED BY 20%
	INCOMING ELEMENTAL DMG INCREASES CORRESPONDING ELEMENTAL RES BY 30% FOR 10S. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 10S.

	[image: medal of the brave artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BRAVE HEART
	ATK +18%
	INCREASES DMG BY 30% AGAINST ENEMIES WITH MORE THAN 50% HP.

	[image: gamblers brooch artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GAMBLER
	ELEMENTAL SKILL DMG INCREASED BY 20%
	DEFEATING AN ENEMY HAS 100% CHANCE TO REMOVE ELEMENTAL SKILL CD. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 15S.

	[image: scholars bookmark artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SCHOLAR
	ENERGY RECHARGE +20%
	GAINING ENERGY GIVES 3 ENERGY TO ALL PARTY MEMBERS WHO HAVE A BOW OR A CATALYST EQUIPPED. CAN ONLY OCCURS ONCE EVERY 3S.

	[image: gladiators nostalgia artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GLADIATOR'S FINALE
	ATK +18%
	IF THE WIELDER OF THIS ARTIFACT SET USES A SWORD, CLAYMORE OR POLEARM, INCREASES THEIR NORMAL ATTACK DMG BY 35%.

	[image: maidens distant love artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MAIDEN BELOVED
	CHARACTER HEALING EFFECTIVENESS +15%
	USING AN ELEMENTAL SKILL OR BURST INCREASES HEALING RECEIVED BY ALL PARTY MEMBERS BY 20% FOR 10S.

	[image: royal flora artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
NOBLESSE OBLIGE
	ELEMENTAL BURST DMG +20%
	USING AN ELEMENTAL BURST INCREASE ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 20% FOR 12S. THIS EFFECT CANNOT STACK.

	[image: bloodstained flower of iron artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BLOODSTAINED CHIVALRY
	PHYSICAL DMG +25%
	AFTER DEFEATING AN OPPONENT, INCREASES CHARGED ATTACK DMG BY 50%, AND REDUCES ITS STAMINA COST TO 0 FOR 10S.

	[image: troupes dawnlight artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
WANDERER'S TROUPE
	INCREASES ELEMENTAL MASTERY BY 80.
	INCREASES CHARGED ATTACK DMG BY 35% IF THE CHARACTER USES A CATALYST OR BOW.

	[image: viridescent venerers diadem artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
VIRIDESCENT VENERER
	ANEMO DMG BONUS +15%
	INCREASES SWIRL DMG BY 60%. DECREASES OPPONENT'S ELEMENTAL RES TO THE ELEMENT INFUSED IN THE SWIRL BY 40% FOR 10S.

	[image: thunderbirds mercy artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
THUNDERING FURY
	ELECTRO DMG BONUS +15%
	INCREASES DAMAGE CAUSED BY OVERLOADED, ELECTRO-CHARGED, AND SUPERCONDUCT DMG BY 40%. TRIGGERING SUCH EFFECTS DECREASES ELEMENTAL SKILL CD BY 1S. CAN ONLY OCCUR ONCE EVERY 0.8S.

	[image: thundersoothers heart artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
THUNDERSOOTHER
	ELECTRO RES INCREASED BY 40%
	INCREASES DMG AGAINST ENEMIES AFFECTED BY ELECTRO BY 35%.

	[image: witchs flower of blaze artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CRIMSON WITCH OF FLAMES
	PYRO DMG BONUS +15%
	INCREASES OVERLOADED AND BURNING DMG BY 40%. INCREASES VAPORIZE AND MELT DMG BY 15%. USING AN ELEMENTAL SKILL INCREASES 2-PIECE SET EFFECTS BY 50% FOR 10S. MAX 3 STACKS.

	[image: lavawalkers resolution artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LAVAWALKER
	PYRO RES INCREASED BY 40%
	INCREASES DMG AGAINST ENEMIES THAT ARE BURNING OR AFFECTED BY PYRO BY 35%.
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ARCHAIC PETRA
	GAIN A 15% GEO DMG BONUS
	UPON OBTAINING A CRYSTAL CREATED THROUGH A GEO ELEMENTAL REACTION, ALL PARTY MEMBERS GAIN 35% RES TO THAT PARTICULAR ELEMENT FOR 10S. ONLY ONE FORM OF ELEMENTAL RES CAN BE GAINED IN THIS MANNER AT ANY ONE TIME.
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RETRACING BOLIDE
	INCREASES THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SHIELDS BY 35%
	GAIN AN ADDITIONAL 40% NORMAL AND CHARGED ATTACK DMG WHILE UNDER THE PROTECTION OF A SHIELD.

	GLACIER AND SNOWFIELD
	CRYO DMG BONUS +15%
	INCREASES SUPERCONDUCT DMG BY 50%. INCREASES MELT DMG BY 15%. USING AN ELEMENTAL BURST INCREASES CRYO DMG BY 25% FOR 10S.
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BLIZZARD STRAYER
	CRYO DMG BONUS +15%
	INCREASED CRIT RATE WHEN ATTACKING ENEMIES AFFECTED BY CRYO. IF THE ENEMY IS FROZEN, CRIT RATE IS INCREASED FURTHER.

	[image: gilded corsage heart of depth artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
HEART OF DEPTH
	HYDRO DMG BONUS +15%
	AFTER USING AN ELEMENTAL SKILL, INCREASES NORMAL ATTACK AND CHARGED ATTACK DMG BY 30% FOR 15S.

	[image: flower of accolades tenacity of the millelith artifact genshin impact wiki guide 175px]
TENACITY OF THE MILLELITH
	HP +20%
	WHEN AN ELEMENTAL SKILL HITS AN OPPONENT, THE ATK OF ALL NEARBY PARTY MEMBERS IS INCREASED BY 20% AND THEIR SHIELD STRENGTH IS INCREASED BY 30% FOR 3S. THIS EFFECT CAN BE TRIGGERED ONCE EVERY 0.5S. THIS EFFECT CAN STILL BE TRIGGERED EVEN WHEN THE CHARACTER WHO IS USING THIS ARTIFACT SET IS NOT ON THE FIELD.
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PALE FLAME
	PHYSICAL DMG +25%
	WHEN AN ELEMENTAL SKILL HITS AN OPPONENT, ATK IS INCREASED BY 9% FOR 7S. THIS EFFECT STACKS UP TO 2 TIMES AND CAN BE TRIGGERED ONCE EVERY 0.3S. ONCE 2 STACKS ARE REACHED, THE 2-SET EFFECT IS INCREASED BY 100%.
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SHIMENAWA'S REMINISCENCE
	ATK +18%
	WHEN CASTING AN ELEMENTAL SKILL, IF THE CHARACTER HAS 15 OR MORE ENERGY, THEY LOSE 15 ENERGY AND NORMAL/CHARGED/PLUNGING ATTACK DMG IS INCREASED BY 50% FOR 10S. THIS EFFECT WILL NOT TRIGGER AGAIN DURING THAT DURATION.
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EMBLEM OF SEVERED FATE
	ENERGY RECHARGE +20%
	INCREASES ELEMENTAL BURST DMG BY 25% OF ENERGY RECHARGE. A MAXIMUM OF 75% BONUS DMG CAN BE OBTAINED IN THIS WAY.
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HUSK OF OPULENT DREAMS
	DEF +30%
	A CHARACTER EQUIPPED WITH THIS ARTIFACT SET WILL OBTAIN THE CURIOSITY EFFECT IN THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: WHEN ON THE FIELD, THE CHARACTER GAINS 1 STACK AFTER HITTING AN OPPONENT WITH A GEO ATTACK, TRIGGERING A MAXIMUM OF ONCE EVERY 0.3S.
WHEN OFF THE FIELD, THE CHARACTER GAINS 1 STACK EVERY 3S. CURIOSITY CAN STACK UP TO 4 TIMES, EACH PROVIDING 6% DEF AND A 6% GEO DMG BONUS. WHEN 6 SECONDS PASS WITHOUT GAINING A CURIOSITY STACK, 1 STACK IS LOST.

	[image: sea dyed blossom artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
OCEAN-HUED CLAM
	HEALING BONUS +15%
	WHEN THE CHARACTER EQUIPPING THIS ARTIFACT SET HEALS A CHARACTER IN THE PARTY, A SEA-DYED FOAM WILL APPEAR FOR 3 SECONDS, ACCUMULATING THE AMOUNT OF HP RECOVERED FROM HEALING (INCLUDING OVERFLOW HEALING). AT THE END OF THE DURATION, THE SEA-DYED FOAM WILL EXPLODE, DEALING DMG TO NEARBY OPPONENTS BASED ON 90% OF THE ACCUMULATED HEALING.
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	[image: adventurer's flower adventurer artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ADVENTURER'S FLOWER
	ADVENTURER
	A RESILIENT FLOWER THAT SURVIVED THE HARSH ENVIRONMENT OF AN ANCIENT CITY. IT IS NOW PROUDLY WORN LIKE A MEDAL.

	[image: adventurer's tail feather adventurer artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ADVENTURER'S TAIL FEATHER
	ADVENTURER
	THE FEATHER OF AN EXOTIC BIRD RARELY SEEN ON THIS CONTINENT.

	[image: adventurer's pocket watch adventurer artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ADVENTURER'S POCKET WATCH
	ADVENTURER
	 IT'S EASY TO LOSE TRACK OF TIME WHEN YOU'RE ADVENTURING WHERE THE SUN DOESN'T SHINE, WHETHER THAT'S THE DEPTHS OF THE ABYSS OR THE RUINS OF A LOST CITY.

	[image: adventurer's golden goblet adventurer artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ADVENTURER'S GOLDEN GOBLET
	ADVENTURER
	THE SPOILS OF ONE OF AN ADVENTURER'S MANY EXPEDITIONS. THOUGH A LITTLE DAMAGED, IT IS STILL AN EXCELLENT FIND.

	[image: adventurer's bandana adventurer artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ADVENTURER'S BANDANA
	ADVENTURER
	A CLOTH GARMENT WORN AT THE FOREHEAD. THOUGH SOAKED IN SWEAT AND COVERED IN DUST, IT STILL BEAMS WITH AN ADVENTURER'S PRIDE.

	[image: lucky dog's clover lucky dog artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LUCKY DOG'S CLOVER
	LUCKY DOG
	A FOUR-LEAF CLOVER THAT GROWS IN THE WILD. IT WAS PICKED BECAUSE IT IS SAID TO BRING GOOD LUCK.

	[image: lucky dog's eagle feather lucky dog artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LUCKY DOG'S EAGLE FEATHER
	LUCKY DOG
	A MONSTER ONCE CORNERED AN ADVENTURER, BUT WAS THEN PICKED OFF BY A HUNTING EAGLE... THAT EAGLE DROPPED THIS FEATHER, WHICH NOW CARRIES SOME OF THE ADVENTURER'S GOOD LUCK.

	[image: lucky dog's hourglass lucky dog artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LUCKY DOG'S HOURGLASS
	LUCKY DOG
	A BROKEN HOURGLASS FROM WHICH ALL THE SAND HAS ESCAPED. BUT IT'S FINE, BECAUSE THE PASSAGE OF TIME MEANS NOTHING TO SOMEONE WITHOUT A SINGLE WORRY IN THE WHOLE WORLD.

	[image: lucky dog's goblet lucky dog artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LUCKY DOG'S GOBLET
	LUCKY DOG
	AN EXQUISITE METALLIC VESSEL THAT WAS ONCE USED TO KNOCK OUT A THIEF.

	[image: lucky dog's silver circlet lucky dog artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LUCKY DOG'S SILVER CIRCLET
	LUCKY DOG
	ITS FORMER OWNER ONCE FELL INTO A CAVE AND FOUND THE TREASURE TROVE OF AN EXILED ROYAL. THIS IS A SOUVENIR FROM THAT INCIDENT.
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TRAVELING DOCTOR'S SILVER LOTUS
	TRAVELING DOCTOR
	A PRECIOUS MEDICINAL INGREDIENT THAT HAS LOST ALL MEDICINAL VALUE AFTER YEARS IN STORAGE.

	[image: traveling doctor's silver lotus artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TRAVELING DOCTOR'S OWL FEATHER
	TRAVELING DOCTOR
	THE DURABLE FEATHER OF AN OWL. EMBLEMATIC OF NOCTURNAL SUPREMACY, IT GAVE SOME ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE TRAVELING DOCTOR WHEN VENTURING OUT TO VISIT PATIENTS LATE AT NIGHT.

	[image: traveling doctor's pocket watch artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TRAVELING DOCTOR'S POCKET WATCH
	TRAVELING DOCTOR
	A PRECISE INSTRUMENT USED FOR KEEPING TIME. FOR A DOCTOR, EVERY SECOND COUNTS.

	[image: traveling doctor's medicine pot artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TRAVELING DOCTOR'S MEDICINE POT
	TRAVELING DOCTOR
	THIS POT USED TO CARRY CONCENTRATED AND EXTREMELY POTENT CONCOCTIONS. IT IS NOW EMPTY, BUT STILL GIVES OFF A STRONG SMELL OF MEDICINE.

	[image: traveling doctor's handkerchief artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TRAVELING DOCTOR'S HANDKERCHIEF
	TRAVELING DOCTOR
	USED TO TIE BACK THE DOCTOR'S HAIR WHEN TREATING PATIENTS. CAN ALSO BE USED AS A SLING FOR SPRAINS AND BROKEN ARMS IN EMERGENCIES.

	[image: heart of comradeship artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
HEART OF COMRADESHIP
	RESOLUTION OF SOJOURNER
	 A SMALL CERULEAN FLOWER WITH SOMEBODY'S RIBBON PINNED TO THE STEM.

	[image: feather of homecoming artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FEATHER OF HOMECOMING
	RESOLUTION OF SOJOURNER
	A BLUE ARROW FLETCHING IMBUED WITH THE SENTIMENT OF TRAVELERS THAT HAD ONCE FADED INTO THE HORIZON.

	[image: sundial of the sojourner artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SUNDIAL OF THE SOJOURNER
	RESOLUTION OF SOJOURNER
	A SUNDIAL THAT HAS SURVIVED THE AGES, ALWAYS SILENTLY RECORDING THE CYCLES OF THE SUN AND MOON AS THEY PASS THROUGH THE SKY.

	[image: goblet of the sojourner artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GOBLET OF THE SOJOURNER
	RESOLUTION OF SOJOURNER
	A PLAIN PORCELAIN GOBLET THAT WAS ONCE BRIMMING WITH JOYOUS BREWS.

	[image: crown of parting artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CROWN OF PARTING
	RESOLUTION OF SOJOURNER
	A REED CORONET THAT EMANATES THE SPRING BREEZE.

	[image: tiny miracle's flower artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TINY MIRACLE'S FLOWER
	TINY MIRACLE
	A FLOWER THAT GREW FROM A ROCK, BREAKING THROUGH THE STONE AS IT STROVE TO REACH THE LIGHT.

	[image: tiny miracle's feather artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TINY MIRACLE'S FEATHER
	TINY MIRACLE
	A FEATHER FROM A BIRD OF PREY THAT FLIES ALMOST TOO FAST FOR THE HUMAN EYE TO DETECT.

	[image: tiny miracle's hourglass artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TINY MIRACLE'S HOURGLASS
	TINY MIRACLE
	JUST AN ORDINARY EVERYDAY HOURGLASS. TURN IT UPSIDE DOWN AND SURE ENOUGH, THE DRY SAND STARTS TRICKLING DOWN LIKE WATER.

	[image: tiny miracle's goblet artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]

TINY MIRACLE'S GOBLET
	TINY MIRACLE
	A CUP COMMONLY USED FOR FORTUNETELLING. IT CAN ALSO HOLD WATER, OF COURSE.

	[image: tiny miracle's earrings artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TINY MIRACLE'S EARRINGS
	TINY MIRACLE
	A CHEAP ACCESSORY THAT IS ACTUALLY MADE FROM ANCIENT METEORIC ORE.

	[image: berserker's rose artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BERSERKER'S ROSE
	BERSERKER
	AN EXQUISITE FLOWER THAT HAS BEEN DYED RED. IT REPRESENTS THE QUALITIES OF THE BERSERKER.

	[image: berserker's indigo feather artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BERSERKER'S INDIGO FEATHER
	BERSERKER
	AN INDIGO FEATHER FROM A LEGENDARY RAVEN, PART OF WHICH HAS BEEN DYED CRIMSON RED.

	[image: berserker's timepiece artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BERSERKER'S TIMEPIECE
	BERSERKER
	AN INSTRUMENT WITH AN ETERNAL FLOW THAT CONTINUES MERCILESSLY WITHIN, REMINDING THE BERSERKER OF THE LIMITED TIME HE HAS LEFT — BOTH ON THE BATTLEFIELD AS WELL AS IN THE WORLD.

	[image: berserker's bone goblet artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BERSERKER'S BONE GOBLET
	BERSERKER
	A GOBLET MADE FROM THE BONE OF AN UNKNOWN BEAST. IT WAS TAKEN AS A TROPHY AFTER SOME DEADLY ENCOUNTER.

	[image: berserker's battle mask artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BERSERKER'S BATTLE MASK
	BERSERKER
	A HIDEOUS IRON MASK THAT HAS BEEN LEFT HALF-SHATTERED FROM VICIOUS BATTLES.

	[image: instructors brooch artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
INSTRUCTOR'S BROOCH
	INSTRUCTOR
	WHENEVER THE INSTRUCTOR WORE THIS BROOCH, IT MEANT THERE WOULD BE NO TRAINING SESSIONS THAT DAY.

	[image: instructor's feather accessory artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
INSTRUCTOR'S FEATHER ACCESSORY
	INSTRUCTOR
	ANY INSTRUCTOR WHO HAS MASTERED THE ART OF DE-ESCALATION KNOWS TO KEEP THIS ACCESSORY FIRMLY IN THEIR GRASP AT ALL TIMES.

	[image: instructor's pocket watch artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
INSTRUCTOR'S POCKET WATCH
	INSTRUCTOR 
	A STOPWATCH USED NOT FOR GENERAL TIMEKEEPING BUT TO MEASURE THE DURATION OF A TRAINING SESSION.

	[image: instructor's tea cup artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
INSTRUCTOR'S TEA CUP
	INSTRUCTOR
	IT MAY SEEM LIKE AN ORDINARY TEA CUP TO MOST. BUT TO STUDENTS, IT IS THE SYMBOL OF THE INSTRUCTOR'S AUTHORITY.

	[image: instructor's cap artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
INSTRUCTOR'S CAP
	INSTRUCTOR
	A STANDARD-ISSUE HONORARY INSTRUCTOR'S CAP, ONLY GRANTED TO THOSE WHO TURN DOWN A PROMOTION.

	[image: exiles flower artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
EXILE'S FLOWER
	THE EXILE
	A WITHERED FLOWER WORN ON THE SHIRT. ITS FORMER OWNER INSISTED ON WEARING IT EVEN IN EXILE, SO IT MUST MEAN SOMETHING.

	[image: exiles feather artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
EXILE'S FEATHER
	THE EXILE
	NOT AN ACTUAL ACCESSORY PER SE. JUST A RANDOM BIRD FEATHER THAT WAS FOUND SOMEWHERE IN THE WILDERNESS BY THE EXILE.

	[image: exiles pocket watchartifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
EXILE'S POCKET WATCH
	THE EXILE
	EVEN AFTER THE CRYSTAL WATCH FACE WAS SHATTERED AND THE HANDS LOST, ITS FORMER OWNER KEPT IT UNTIL THE END.

	[image: exiles goblet artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
EXILE'S GOBLET
	THE EXILE
	A DULL GOBLET MADE OF A HEAVY METAL. IT WAS ONCE INLAID WITH GEMSTONES, BUT THEY HAVE SINCE BEEN STRIPPED OFF.


	[image: exiles circlet artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
EXILE'S CIRCLET
	THE EXILE
	A PRESTIGIOUS CIRCLET. HOWEVER, THE ROYAL INSIGNIA HAS BEEN SCRATCHED OUT, AND IT IS NO LONGER THE SYMBOL OF DISTINGUISHED STATUS THAT IT ONCE WAS.

	[image: guardian's flower artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GUARDIAN'S FLOWER
	DEFENDER'S WILL
	AN IRIS THAT WAS CHERISHED BY THE GUARDIAN. UNFORTUNATELY, THE CHANCE NEVER CAME FOR IT TO BE GIVEN TO WHOM THE GUARDIAN LOVED.

	[image: guardians sigil artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GUARDIAN'S SIGIL
	DEFENDER'S WILL
	A FEATHER-SHAPED BROOCH THAT SYMBOLIZES SOMEONE'S YEARNING TO DEFEND OTHERS LIKE A SHIELD.

	[image: guardians clock artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GUARDIAN'S CLOCK
	DEFENDER'S WILL
	A SMALL TIMEKEEPING GADGET. ON MOONLESS NIGHTS, IT WAS THE ONLY WAY ITS FORMER OWNER COULD KNOW THE TIME.

	[image: guardians vessel artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GUARDIAN'S VESSEL
	DEFENDER'S WILL
	A METAL VESSEL THAT CAN BE FILLED WITH A DRINK TO DISPEL THE LONELINESS OF THE LONG WATCH.

	[image: guardians band artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GUARDIAN'S BAND
	DEFENDER'S WILL
	A FABRIC BAND DYED INDIGO BY THE DARKNESS OF NIGHT. CAN ALSO DOUBLE AS A BANDAGE IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY.

	[image: medal of the brave artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MEDAL OF THE BRAVE
	BRAVE HEART
	A SIMPLE FLOWER BROOCH THAT IS A KEEPSAKE FROM SOMEONE'S FIRST ADVENTURE.

	[image: prospect of the brave artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
PROSPECT OF THE BRAVE
	BRAVE HEART
	A SHIMMERING FEATHER FROM A SONGBIRD THAT BRINGS A NUDGE OF COURAGE TO ITS WEARER.

	[image: fortitude of the brave artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FORTITUDE OF THE BRAVE
	BRAVE HEART
	WHEN THE BLACK CURSES POURED FORTH, AND THE ROOTS OF DISASTER INFESTED THE EARTH,

	[image: outset of the brave artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
OUTSET OF THE BRAVE
	BRAVE HEART
	A CRUDE WOODEN VESSEL FILLED ONLY WITH MEMORIES.

	[image: crown of the brave artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CROWN OF THE BRAVE
	BRAVE HEART
	A ROUGH-AND-READY LAUREL WREATH THAT SEEMS AS PRECIOUS AS A KING'S GOLDEN CROWN.

	[image: martial artists red flower artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MARTIAL ARTIST'S RED FLOWER
	MARTIAL ARTIST
	THIS PARTICULAR KIND OF RED FLOWER WAS THE ONLY THING THAT COULD ALLEVIATE THE MARTIAL ARTIST'S PAIN.

	[image: martial artists feather accessory artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MARTIAL ARTIST'S FEATHER ACCESSORY
	MARTIAL ARTIST
	A COMMON BIRD FEATHER. EXPERTS USE IT TO PRACTICE STRENGTH CONTROL, WHILE ROOKIES USE IT TO MAKE FANS.

	[image: martial artists water hourglass accessory artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MARTIAL ARTIST'S WATER HOURGLASS
	MARTIAL ARTIST
	A TOOL TO KEEP TRACK OF TIME IN ENDURANCE TRAINING. IT IS MORE ACCURATE AND RELIABLE THAN A REGULAR HOURGLASS.

	[image: martial artists wine cup accessory artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MARTIAL ARTIST'S WINE CUP
	MARTIAL ARTIST
	A RATHER EXQUISITE WINE CUP USED IN PRE-COMBAT RITUALS.

	[image: martial artists bandana artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MARTIAL ARTIST'S BANDANA
	MARTIAL ARTIST
	THE FIRST LESSON AS AN APPRENTICE: VIGOR, STRENGTH, WILL. THESE WORDS ARE WRITTEN ON THE BANDANA SO YOU'LL NEVER FORGET THEM.
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GAMBLER'S BROOCH
	GAMBLER
	A BIG, LUXURIOUS FLOWER THAT CAN HIDE A LOADED DICE.

	[image: gamblers feather accessory artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GAMBLER'S FEATHER ACCESSORY
	GAMBLER
	THE TAIL FEATHER OF A LARGE BIRD. PERFECT FOR DISCRETELY CONCEALING A TRUMP CARD.
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GAMBLER'S POCKET WATCH
	GAMBLER
	A SHATTERED POCKET WATCH THAT ONCE TOOK A LETHAL HIT FOR ITS OWNER.

	[image: gamblers dice cup artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GAMBLER'S DICE CUP
	GAMBLER
	THIS VESSEL WAS SPECIALLY MADE FOR A SINGLE PURPOSE. IT HAS ABSOLUTELY NO SECRET COMPARTMENTS BUILT INTO IT.
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GAMBLER'S EARRINGS
	GAMBLER
	A PAIR OF BLUE EARRINGS THAT, WHEN WORN, CALM THE MIND AND ENCOURAGE A RATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF RISKS.
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SCHOLAR'S BOOKMARK
	SCHOLAR
	A DRIED FLOWER USED AS A BOOKMARK, IT HAD ABSORBED THE SCENT FROM THE PAGES.
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SCHOLAR'S QUILL PEN
	SCHOLAR
	A BIRD'S FEATHER THAT SERVES AS A QUILL PEN, THE TIP HAS LONG BEEN STAINED BLACK.

	[image: scholars clock artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SCHOLAR'S CLOCK
	SCHOLAR
	A SMALL DESKTOP CLOCK, WHOSE FORMER OWNER WAS A SCHOLAR SAT IN A WINDOWLESS ROOM BURIED IN BOOKS. THIS WAS PROBABLY THE ONLY REFERENCE THEY HAD TO THE TIME OF DAY.

	[image: scholars ink cup artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SCHOLAR'S INK CUP
	SCHOLAR
	ORIGINALLY DESIGNED TO HOLD DRINKING WATER, THIS CUP WAS STAINED BLACK AFTER A SCHOLAR USED IT TO WASH THEIR PAINT BRUSHES.
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SCHOLAR'S LENS
	SCHOLAR
	THIS CORRECTIVE LENS HELPED RESTORE THE VISION OF ONE WHOSE EYES WERE DAMAGED FROM INTENSIVE STUDYING.
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TIARA OF FLAME
	PRAYERS FOR ILLUMINATION
	A TIARA WORN BY THOSE TASKED WITH OFFERING SACRIFICES IN ANCIENT TIMES. AFTER BEING SUBJECTED TO THE DANCING SACRIFICIAL FLAMES YEAR IN AND YEAR OUT, IT POSSESSES REMARKABLE RESISTANCE.

	[image: tiara of torrents artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TIARA OF TORRENTS
	PRAYERS FOR DESTINY
	A TIARA WORN BY THOSE TASKED WITH OFFERING SACRIFICES IN ANCIENT TIMES. BECAUSE IT WAS SUBMERGED IN WATER YEAR IN AND YEAR OUT, IT POSSESSES REMARKABLE RESISTANCE.

	[image: tiara of thunder artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TIARA OF THUNDER
	PRAYERS FOR WISDOM
	A TIARA WORN BY THOSE TASKED WITH OFFERING SACRIFICES IN ANCIENT TIMES. BECAUSE IT HARKENED THE CALL OF THUNDER YEAR IN AND YEAR OUT, IT POSSESSES REMARKABLE RESISTANCE.

	[image: tiara of frost artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TIARA OF FROST
	PRAYERS TO SPRINGTIME
	A TIARA WORN BY THOSE TASKED WITH OFFERING SACRIFICES IN ANCIENT TIMES. BECAUSE IT ONCE WEATHERED YEARS OF ICY COLD, IT POSSESSES REMARKABLE RESISTANCE.
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GLADIATOR'S NOSTALGIA
	GLADIATOR'S FINALE
	NO ONE KNOWS WHY THE LEGENDARY GLADIATOR WORE THIS FLOWER ON HIS CHEST. IT WAS THE BRUTAL WARRIOR'S ONLY WEAKNESS.

	[image: gladiators destiny artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GLADIATOR'S DESTINY
	GLADIATOR'S FINALE
	A FEATHER OF DREAMS THAT SOARS FREE LIKE AN EAGLE. AT THE END OF THE GLADIATOR'S LEGENDARY LIFE, THIS PARTING GIFT WAS LEFT UPON HIS CHEST BY A BIRD THAT KNEW TRUE FREEDOM.

	[image: gladiators longing artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GLADIATOR'S LONGING
	GLADIATOR'S FINALE
	A TIMEPIECE THAT RECORDED THE GLADIATOR'S DAYS IN THE BLOODSTAINED COLOSSEUM. TO HIM, IT COUNTED DOWN THE DAYS ON HIS LONG ROAD TO FREEDOM.

	[image: gladiators intoxication artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GLADIATOR'S INTOXICATION
	GLADIATOR'S FINALE
	THE GOLDEN CUP A CHAMPION GLADIATOR DRANK FROM IN ANCIENT TIMES. IT BRIMMED WITH HIS GLORY FOR YEARS UNTIL THE FATEFUL DAY OF HIS FALL.

	[image: gladiators triumphus artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GLADIATOR'S TRIUMPHUS
	GLADIATOR'S FINALE
	THE HELMET OF A LEGENDARY GLADIATOR FROM ANCIENT TIMES, WHO WOULD PROUDLY STRETCH OUT HIS BLOODIED ARMS TO WELCOME THE THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE OF HIS AUDIENCE.
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TROUPE'S DAWNLIGHT
	WANDERER'S TROUPE
	A SMALL FLOWER-SHAPED INSIGNIA. IF YOU LISTEN CAREFULLY, YOU CAN ALMOST HEAR A FLUTE PLAYING AND VOICES SINGING.
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BARD'S ARROW FEATHER
	WANDERER'S TROUPE
	AN AZURE ARROW FLETCHING THAT HAS NEITHER FADED NOR SPLINTERED WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME. THE SOUND OF RUNNING WATER SEEMS TO LINGER AROUND IT.

	[image: concerts final hour artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CONCERT'S FINAL HOUR
	WANDERER'S TROUPE
	AN HOURGLASS USED TO KEEP TIME DURING A BAND PERFORMANCE. IT ONCE MADE A CRISP SOUND, BUT THEIR PERFORMANCE HAS SINCE ENDED.

	[image: wanderers string kettle artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
WANDERER'S STRING KETTLE
	WANDERER'S TROUPE
	AN ANCIENT, STRANGELY-SHAPED CANTEEN. THE INTERIOR IS FITTED WITH HARP STRINGS, WHICH PLAYS A WONDROUS TUNE AS THE WATER FLOWS OUT.

	[image: conductors top hat artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CONDUCTOR'S TOP HAT
	WANDERER'S TROUPE
	A TOP HAT THAT HAS MANAGED TO RETAIN ITS RADIANCE DESPITE BRAVING THE ELEMENTS FOR TIME UNTOLD. AN ANCIENT TUNE STILL RESONATES WITHIN.

	[image: thundersoothers heart artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
THUNDERSOOTHER'S HEART
	THUNDERSOOTHER
	A FLOWER THAT BLOOMS EVEN AMIDST FEROCIOUS THUNDER AND LIGHTNING. TO THIS DAY, IT STILL GRANTS COURAGE TO TRAVELERS IN THUNDERSTORMS.

	[image: thundersoothers plume artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
THUNDERSOOTHER'S PLUME
	THUNDERSOOTHER
	THE FEATHER OF A PREDATORY BIRD THAT SOARS THROUGH LIGHTNING STORMS. IT WAS SAID TO HAVE BEEN ADOPTED AS AN INSIGNIA BY THE LEGENDARY HERO WHO PACIFIED THUNDER AND LIGHTNING.

	[image: hour of soothing thunder artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
HOUR OF SOOTHING THUNDER
	THUNDERSOOTHER
	A TIMEPIECE KEPT BY HERO WHO CONQUERED THUNDER AND LIGHTNING. THE TINY SHARD OF ELECTRO CRYSTAL WITHIN FLOW BACK AND FORTH WITH THE PASSING OF TIME.

	[image: thundersoothers goblet artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
THUNDERSOOTHER'S GOBLET
	THUNDERSOOTHER
	THE WINE GOBLET FROM WHICH THE THUNDERSOOTHER, WHO DEFEATED THE BEAST OF THUNDER, ONCE DRANK VIOLET LIGHTNING.

	[image: thundersoothers diadem artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
THUNDERSOOTHER'S DIADEM
	THUNDERSOOTHER
	THE CROWN GIVEN TO THE THUNDERSOOTHER FOR DEFEATING THE BEAST OF THUNDER THAT HAD BEEN WREAKING HAVOC UPON THE LAND.

	[image: thunderbirds mercy artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
THUNDERBIRD'S MERCY
	THUNDERING FURY
	A LIGHTNING-INFUSED FLOWER, SOMEHOW SPARED THE FATE OF BEING TRODDEN UNDERFOOT OR REDUCED TO ASH BY THE FURIOUS PURPLE FIRE, MAKING IT THE SOLE SURVIVOR ON THE DAY OF DISASTER.

	[image: survivor of catastrophe artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SURVIVOR OF CATASTROPHE
	THUNDERING FURY
	THE LOST FEATHER OF THE THUNDERBIRD ENCHANTED IN PURPLE LIGHTNING. IT SERVES AS THE LAST WITNESS OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TRIBE.

	[image: hourglass of thunder artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
HOURGLASS OF THUNDER
	THUNDERING FURY
	THE HOURGLASS USED TO FORETELL THE COMING OF THE THUNDERBIRD BY THE TRIBE THAT WORSHIPED IT. IT HAS FALLEN INTO ETERNAL SILENCE NOW THAT THE TRIBE IS NO MORE.

	[image: omen of thunderstorm artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
OMEN OF THUNDERSTORM
	THUNDERING FURY
	A CEREMONIAL CUP THAT HOLDS THE BLOOD OF THE INNOCENT. IT IS BRIMMING WITH THE THUNDERING FURY OF THE PRAYERS THAT ECHO WITHIN.

	[image: thunder summoners crown artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
THUNDER SUMMONER'S CROWN
	THUNDERING FURY
	IN THE ANCIENT TRIBE THAT WORSHIPPED THE THUNDERBIRD, ELDER SHAMANS WORE THIS CROWN.

	[image: maidens distant love artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MAIDEN'S DISTANT LOVE
	MAIDEN BELOVED
	A FRAGRANT FLOWER THAT WILL BLOOM FOR ALL ETERNITY AND NEVER WITHER.

	[image: maidens heart stricken infatuation artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MAIDEN'S HEART-STRICKEN INFATUATION
	MAIDEN BELOVED
	A FEATHERED ACCESSORY THAT CARRIES THE LONGING FOR A CERTAIN SOMEONE, LIKE A MIGRATORY BIRD ON THE WIND.

	[image: maidens passing youth infatuation artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MAIDEN'S PASSING YOUTH
	MAIDEN BELOVED
	THE HANDS OF TIME WILL NEVER COME TO AN END, BUT THE SAME CANNOT BE SAID FOR THOSE CHERISHED YEARS OF THE YOUNG MAIDEN'S LIFE WHEN SHE WAS DOTED UPON.

	[image: maidens fleeting leisure artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MAIDEN'S FLEETING LEISURE
	MAIDEN BELOVED
	A VESSEL MADE WITH SWEET BLACK TEA IN MIND RATHER THAN BITTER LIQUOR.

	[image: maidens fleeting leisure artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MAIDEN'S FADING BEAUTY
	MAIDEN BELOVED
	A METICULOUSLY WELL-MAINTAINED WOMAN'S HAT THAT KEEPS WRINKLES SAFELY OUT OF SIGHT.

	[image: in remembrance of viridescent fields artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
IN REMEMBRANCE OF VIRIDESCENT FIELDS
	VIRIDESCENT VENERER
	A WILD FLOWER THAT WAS ONCE A UBIQUITOUS SIGHT IN ITS HOMELAND. IT WAS PICKED BY A HUNTER WHO WORE IT ON THEIR CHEST.

	[image: viridescent arrow feather artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
VIRIDESCENT ARROW FEATHER
	VIRIDESCENT VENERER
	THE FLETCHING OF AN ARROW THAT ONCE PIERCED RIGHT THROUGH ITS PREY, BUT SOMEHOW STILL REMAINS SPOTLESS.

	[image: viridescent venerers determination artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
VIRIDESCENT VENERER'S DETERMINATION
	VIRIDESCENT VENERER
	THE FLETCHING OF AN ARROW THAT ONCE PIERCED RIGHT THROUGH ITS PREY, BUT SOMEHOW STILL REMAINS SPOTLESS.

	[image: viridescent venerers vessel artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
VIRIDESCENT VENERER'S VESSEL
	VIRIDESCENT VENERER
	THE FLETCHING OF AN ARROW THAT ONCE PIERCED RIGHT THROUGH ITS PREY, BUT SOMEHOW STILL REMAINS SPOTLESS.

	[image: viridescent venerers diadem artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
VIRIDESCENT VENERER'S DIADEM
	VIRIDESCENT VENERER
	A WATER POUCH USED BY THE VIRIDESCENT VENERER. ITS CAPACITY IS MUCH GREATER THAN ONE WOULD EXPECT.

	[image: witchs flower of blaze artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
WITCH'S FLOWER OF BLAZE
	CRIMSON WITCH OF FLAMES
	A FLOWER TOUCHED BY THE WITCH WHO ONCE DREAMT OF BURNING AWAY ALL THE DEMONS IN THE WORLD. THE ANONYMOUS FLAMES AFFECTIONATELY CARESS THE HANDS OF THOSE WHO TOUCH IT.

	[image: witchs ever burning plume artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
WITCH'S EVER-BURNING PLUME
	CRIMSON WITCH OF FLAMES
	A BIRD FEATHER TOUCHED BY THE WITCH WHO ONCE DREAMT OF BURNING AWAY ALL THE DEMONS IN THE WORLD. ITS ETERNAL FLAME BURNS HOT.

	[image: witchs end time artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
WITCH'S END TIME
	CRIMSON WITCH OF FLAMES
	A TIMEPIECE WORN BY THE WITCH WHO DREAMT OF BURNING AWAY ALL THE DEMONS IN THE WORLD. THE YEARS THE WITCH DEDICATED TO THE FLAMES FLOW WITHIN.

	[image: witchs heart flames artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
WITCH'S HEART FLAMES
	CRIMSON WITCH OF FLAMES
	A FLAME-SPITTING URN LEFT BEHIND BY THE CRIMSON WITCH OF FLAMES, WHO ONCE DREAMT OF BURNING AWAY ALL THE DEMONS IN THE WORLD. THE FIRE IN THE URN BURNS ETERNALLY, AS DID ITS FORMER MASTER.

	[image: witchs scorching hat artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
WITCH'S SCORCHING HAT
	CRIMSON WITCH OF FLAMES
	A HAT ONCE WORN BY THE WITCH WHO DREAMT OF BURNING AWAY ALL THE DEMONS IN THE WORLD. THE LARGE BRIM BLOCKED HER SIGHT.

	[image: lavawalkers resolution artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LAVAWALKER'S RESOLUTION
	LAVAWALKER
	A FLOWER THAT BLOOMS AMIDST BURNING FLAMES. IT IS SAID THAT LONG AGO, A SAGE ONCE WORE IT AS HE WALKED INTO A SEA OF FIRE.

	[image: lavawalkers salvation artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LAVAWALKER'S SALVATION
	LAVAWALKER
	THE FEATHER OF A PROUD PHOENIX. YOU CAN ALMOST HEAR THE SOUND OF ITS WINGS FLAPPING IN THE SCORCHING FLAMES.

	[image: lavawalkers torment artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LAVAWALKER'S TORMENT
	LAVAWALKER
	BURNING SAND FLOWS WITHIN THIS HOURGLASS. DESPITE THE INTENSE HEAT, THE SAND LEAVE NO MARK UPON THE VESSEL THAT HOUSES IT.

	[image: lavawalkers epiphany artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LAVAWALKER'S EPIPHANY
	LAVAWALKER
	A LEGENDARY GOBLET THAT CAN WITHSTAND EXTREMELY HIGH TEMPERATURES. IT STILL RETAINS A DEGREE OF WARMTH EVEN THOUGH IT IS NOW EMPTY.

	[image: lavawalkers wisdom artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LAVAWALKER'S WISDOM
	LAVAWALKER
	THE CIRCLET OF A SAGE WHO TRAVERSED A SEA OF FIRE. IT ONCE SHONE BRIGHTLY FROM THEIR ANCIENT SILHOUETTE AS THEY STOOD STRONG AMIDST THE FLAMES.

	[image: royal flora artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ROYAL FLORA
	NOBLESSE OBLIGE
	A SATIN FLOWER WITH A GLOSSY FINISH, FIT FOR AN ELEGANT GATHERING. IT STILL LOOKS AS DISTINGUISHED AS IT DID ON THE DAY IT WAS CAST ASIDE.

	[image: royal plume artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ROYAL PLUME
	NOBLESSE OBLIGE
	A FEATHERED HAT ACCESSORY WORN BY THE OLD ARISTOCRATS OF MONDSTADT ON HUNTS. IT STILL STANDS PROUDLY AS IF NO TIME HAS PASSED.

	[image: royal pocket watch artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ROYAL POCKET WATCH
	NOBLESSE OBLIGE
	A POCKET WATCH THAT ONCE BELONGED TO THE OLD ARISTOCRATS OF MONDSTADT. PASSED DOWN FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION, IT HAS WITNESSED MANY YEARS OF HISTORY.

	[image: royal silver urn artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ROYAL SILVER URN
	NOBLESSE OBLIGE
	AN ORNAMENTAL URN THAT ONCE BELONGED TO THE OLD ARISTOCRATS OF MONDSTADT. MOURNFUL WINDS SEEM TO ECHO WITHIN ITS EMPTY INTERIOR.

	[image: royal masque artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ROYAL MASQUE
	NOBLESSE OBLIGE
	A MASQUERADE MASK WORN BY THE OLD ARISTOCRATS OF MONDSTADT. ITS HOLLOW EYES ARE FIXATED ON THE GOLDEN DAYS OF THE PAST.

	[image: bloodstained flower of iron artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BLOODSTAINED FLOWER OF IRON
	BLOODSTAINED CHIVALRY
	A DRIED FLOWER STAINED BLACK WITH BLOOD AND NOW AS HARD AS STEEL. PROBABLY SOME SORT OF A MEMENTO FOR ITS FORMER MASTER.

	[image: bloodstained black plume artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BLOODSTAINED BLACK PLUME
	BLOODSTAINED CHIVALRY
	A RAVEN FEATHER PINNED TO A KNIGHT'S CAPE. COUNTLESS BLOODSTAINS HAVE DYED IT PITCH BLACK.


	[image: bloodstained final hour artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BLOODSTAINED FINAL HOUR
	BLOODSTAINED CHIVALRY
	A TIMEPIECE ONCE USED BY A KNIGHT. THE LIQUID INSIDE HAS DRIED UP, RENDERING IT USELESS.

	[image: bloodstained chevalier's goblet artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BLOODSTAINED CHEVALIER'S GOBLET
	BLOODSTAINED CHIVALRY
	THE DARK METALLIC VESSEL OWNED BY THE BLOODSTAINED KNIGHT. ITS EXTERIOR HAS BEEN STAINED AS BLACK AS THE NIGHT BY SMOKE AND COAGULATED BLOOD.

	[image: bloodstained iron mask artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BLOODSTAINED IRON MASK
	BLOODSTAINED CHIVALRY
	THE IRON MASK THE KNIGHT USED TO CONCEAL THEIR IDENTITY. MANY HAVE SPECULATED ABOUT THE FACE BEHIND THE MASK.

	[image: flower of creviced cliff artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FLOWER OF CREVICED CLIFF
	ARCHAIC PETRA
	A FLOWER BORN OF THE MINERALS AND ROCKS OF CLIFFSIDE CRACKS. THE WAY ITS PETALS BLOW IN THE WIND MAKES IT SEEM ALIVE.


	[image: feather of jagged peaks artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FEATHER OF JAGGED PEAKS
	ARCHAIC PETRA
	A HARD FEATHER FROM A LARGE SEACLIFF HAWK. THE BASALT TIP OF THE FEATHER SOMETIMES GLISTENS WITH A COOL DEW.


	[image: sundial of enduring jade artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SUNDIAL OF ENDURING JADE
	ARCHAIC PETRA
	A SUNDIAL CARVED FROM A SINGLE, LARGE PIECE OF JADE. IT'S LINED WITH A PATTERN THAT SILENTLY RECORDS THE PASSAGE OF TIME.


	[image: goblet of chiseled crag artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GOBLET OF CHISELED CRAG
	ARCHAIC PETRA
	A RESPLENDENT YET DIGNIFIED WINE GOBLET, ONCE FILLED TO THE BRIM IN AN ERA LONG GONE.


	[image: mask of solitude basalt artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MASK OF SOLITUDE BASALT
	ARCHAIC PETRA
	A SOLEMN MASK EXQUISITELY CARVED FROM BASALT. ITS HOLLOW EYES STARE AHEAD EXPRESSIONLESS AND COLD.


	[image: summer nights bloom artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SUMMER NIGHT'S BLOOM
	RETRACING BOLIDE
	A MAN-MADE FLOWER IN ETERNAL BLOOM. WHO KNOWS IF THERE TRULY IS LIFE IN THERE?


	[image: summer nights finale artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SUMMER NIGHT'S FINALE
	RETRACING BOLIDE
	A WELL-CRAFTED WOODEN DART. IT WILL ONLY STOP ONCE IT HAS REACHED ITS DESTINATION.

	[image: summer nights moment artifact genshin impact wiki guide 150px]
SUMMER NIGHT'S MOMENT
	RETRACING BOLIDE
	A POCKETWATCH THAT HAS STOPPED AT A CERTAIN POINT IN TIME.


	[image: summer nights waterballoon artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SUMMER NIGHT'S WATERBALLOON
	RETRACING BOLIDE
	WATER BALLOONS CAN BE SEEN EVERYWHERE DURING THE SUMMER FESTIVAL, BUT NONE ARE AS FINELY-WROUGHT AS THIS ONE.''


	[image: summer nights mask artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SUMMER NIGHT'S MASK
	RETRACING BOLIDE
	A POPULAR MASK CAST IN THE IMAGE OF A DEITY, AS DESCRIBED IN THE LEGENDS.


	[image: snowswept memory artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SNOWSWEPT MEMORY
	ICEBREAKER
	A LONG-EXTINCT FLOWER, COVERED IN BEADS OF FROST, THAT ONCE GREW ON THE GLACIERS. THERE WAS A TIME WHEN EVEN THE PROUDEST AND MOST ARROGANT WARRIORS BOWED BEFORE IT.


	[image: icebreaker's resolve blizzard strayer artifact genshin impact wiki guide 150px]
ICEBREAKER'S RESOLVE
	ICEBREAKER
	A FEATHER THAT EXUDES A CHILLY AURA. ONE CAN ALMOST FEEL THE TURBULENT WINDS THAT BROUGHT IT HERE, WAILING OVER SNOW-COVERED PLAINS AND BETWEEN FROSTY PEAKS.

	[image: frozen homeland's demise artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FROZEN HOMELAND'S DEMISE
	ICEBREAKER
	A TIMEPIECE FROM A NATION OF OLD THAT WAITED FOR THEIR WARRIORS' RETURN. WHAT FLOWS INSIDE IS NOT SAND, BUT BITS OF ICE THAT NEVER MELT.

	[image: frost weaved dignity artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FROST-WEAVED DIGNITY
	ICEBREAKER
	A CUP CARVED OUT OF ICE THAT IS AS CHILLY AND BITING AS WINTER. ITS FORMER MASTER WOULD DRINK AN UNFREEZABLE LIQUOR FROM IT.


	[image: broken rime's echo artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BROKEN RIME'S ECHO
	ICEBREAKER
	THE CROWN OF AN ANCIENT HERO WHO DREAMT OF CONQUERING THE COLD. IT IS PROOF OF ITS FORMER MASTER'S BRAVERY IN FACING THE BONE-CHILLING COLD OF WINTER.


	[image: gilded corsage heart of depth artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GILDED CORSAGE
	HEART OF DEPTH
	A MANTLE BROOCH THAT HAS LOST ITS LUSTER. THE GOLD PLATING THAT ONCE ADORNED IT WAS GROUND AWAY BY THE WIND AND THE WAVES LONG AGO.


	[image: gust of nostalgia artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GUST OF NOSTALGIA
	HEART OF DEPTH
	A FEATHER CARRIED OVER BY WHIMPERING SEA WINDS AND CRIMSON WAVES. THE PASSAGE OF TIME HAS CHANGED ITS SHAPE AND COLOR.


	[image: copper compass artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
COPPER COMPASS
	HEART OF DEPTH
	AN ANCIENT BRONZE COMPASS. ITS NEEDLE POINTS TOWARDS SOME EVER-DISTANT SHORE, TO A NON-EXISTENT HARBOR.


	[image: goblet of thundering deep artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GOBLET OF THUNDERING DEEP
	HEART OF DEPTH
	A FADED WINE CUP THAT WAS UNINTENTIONALLY DREDGED UP FROM THE SEA. ITS DULL EXTERIOR TELLS OF THE DAYS IT HAS SPENT BENEATH THE WAVES.


	[image: wine stained tricorne artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
WINE-STAINED TRICORNE
	HEART OF DEPTH
	AN ANCIENT, WINE-STAINED SEA HAT THAT STILL REEKS OF ALCOHOL EVEN NOW.


	[image: flower of accolades tenacity of the millelith artifact genshin impact wiki guide 175px]
FLOWER OF ACCOLADES
	TENACITY OF THE MILLELITH
	A FLOWER MADE FROM GOLD LEAF. IT REPRESENTS THE GLORIES AND HONORS ATTAINED BY ITS WEARER

	[image: ceremonial artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CEREMONIAL WAR-PLUME
	TENACITY OF THE MILLELITH
	A FALCON FEATHER WORN ON CEREMONIAL OCCASIONS. IT DISPLAYS THE DIGNITY AND RESOLVE OF LIYUE HARBOR TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD.

	[image: orichalceous time dial artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ORICHALCEOUS TIME-DIAL
	TENACITY OF THE MILLELITH
	A SIMPLE DEVICE FOR TELLING TIME. THIS WAS ONCE STANDARD-ISSUE FOR THE MILLELITH DURING TIMES OF WAR.

	[image: noble's pledging vessel artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
NOBLE'S PLEDGING VESSEL
	TENACITY OF THE MILLELITH
	A GOLDEN CUP USED BY THE MILLELITH TO TAKE THEIR OATHS. STILL BEARS THE LOVELY SCENT OF WINE.


	[image: general's ancient helm artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GENERAL'S ANCIENT HELM
	TENACITY OF THE MILLELITH
	A SPLENDOROUS HELMET FROM AGES PAST. CLEAN THE DUST AWAY AND IT WILL LOOK BRAND-NEW ONCE MORE.


	[image: stainless bloom pale flame artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
STAINLESS BLOOM
	PALE FLAME
	A HARD, BLUE ARTIFICIAL FLOWER. ITS PETALS SHALL NEVER WITHER, NOR SHALL ITS COLORS FADE.

	[image: wise doctor's pinion artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
WISE DOCTOR'S PINION
	PALE FLAME
	AN OMINOUS PINION WITH EDGES OF UNSURPASSED KEENNESS. PERHAPS IT REPRESENTS AN UNNATURALLY UNINHIBITED NATURE.

	[image: moment of cessation artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MOMENT OF CESSATION
	PALE FLAME
	A POCKET WATCH WITH A COVER THAT CANNOT BE OPENED. YET IT TICKS AND TOCKS AWAY, FOLLOWING THE INEXORABLE FLOW OF TIME.

	[image: surpassing cup artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SURPASSING CUP
	PALE FLAME
	AN INTRICATELY-MADE CUP. ITS APPEARANCE BETRAYS NOTHING OF ITS AGE TO AN OBSERVER.

	[image: mocking mask artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MOCKING MASK
	PALE FLAME
	A MASK THAT COVERS THE FACE, HIDING ONE'S EXPRESSION FROM OTHERS.


	[image: entangling bloom artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ENTANGLING BLOOM
	SHIMENAWA'S REMINISCENCE
	A LOVELY AMULET MADE FROM TWISTED PAPER CORD. IT IS SAID TO HOLD THE POWER TO MAKE WISHES COME TRUE.


	[image: shaft of remembrance artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SHAFT OF REMEMBRANCE
	SHIMENAWA'S REMINISCENCE
	A DEMON-SLAYING ARROW OF A RATHER ANCIENT MAKE. IT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN PRESERVED WITH GREAT CARE BY SOMEONE, EVEN UNTIL THE PRESENT DAY.

	[image: morning dews moment artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MORNING DEW'S MOMENT
	SHIMENAWA'S REMINISCENCE
	A BRONZE POCKET WATCH ADORNED WITH TWISTED PAPER CORD AND A BELL. ITS HANDS ARE FOREVER FROZEN AT THE DAWN OF A CERTAIN AUTUMN DAY.


	[image: hopeful heart artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
HOPEFUL HEART
	SHIMENAWA'S REMINISCENCE
	A SPECIAL FORTUNE-TELLING CYLINDRICAL OBJECT. THE MECHANISM AT THE BOTTOM ALLOWS ONE TO EASILY REMOVE ALL UNWANTED WISH STICKS.


	[image: capricious visage artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CAPRICIOUS VISAGE
	SHIMENAWA'S REMINISCENCE
	A WELL-PRESERVED CEREMONIAL FOX MASK. A SMALL, ENIGMATIC SMILE EVER GRACES ITS LIPS.


	[image: magnificent tsuba emblem of severed fate artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MAGNIFICENT TSUBA
	EMBLEM OF SEVERED FATE
	LEGENDS HAS IT THAT THIS ORNATE HAND GUARD WAS ONCE FITTED UPON A SWORD GIFTED TO THE ONI WHO BETRAYED THE SHOGUN.

	[image: sundered feather emblem of severed fate artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SUNDERED FEATHER
	EMBLEM OF SEVERED FATE
	THIS WAS ONCE THE BLACK FEATHER OF A CERTAIN TENGU WARRIOR, AND WAS THE TREASURED SOUVENIR OF AN ANCIENT SWORDSMAN.

	[image: storm cage emblem of severed fate artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
STORM CAGE
	EMBLEM OF SEVERED FATE
	AN EXQUISITE SEAL CAGE PATTERNED WITH PANSIES PAINTED UPON A BLACK BACKDROP, DECORATED WITH SHINING INLAID SEASHELLS AND INTRICATE GOLD-WORK.

	[image: scarlet vessel emblem of severed fate artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SCARLET VESSEL
	EMBLEM OF SEVERED FATE
	AN INTRICATELY-DESIGNED WINE VESSEL THAT A WORLD-FAMOUS MARTIAL ARTIST ONCE DRANK FROM.

	[image: wise doctor's pinion artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ORNATE KABUTO
	EMBLEM OF SEVERED FATE
	A STURDY AND HARD HELMET WORN AS ARMOR BY A NOBLE SAMURAI.

	[image: bloom times artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BLOOM TIMES
	HUSK OF OPULENT DREAMS
	A SMALL GOLDEN ORNAMENT WITH SIX PETALS THAT SHALL NEVER WILT. IT SYMBOLIZES THE TRANSIENCE OF MORTAL GLORIES.

	[image: plume of luxury artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
PLUME OF LUXURY
	HUSK OF OPULENT DREAMS
	A FEATHER-SHAPED TOKEN THAT WAS BROUGHT FORTH FROM A SECLUDED HALL. THE COMPASSION OF ITS CREATOR LED TO IT BEING LEFT WITHIN THAT MANSION ALONG WITH A CERTAIN SLUMBERING FORM.

	[image: song of life artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SONG OF LIFE
	HUSK OF OPULENT DREAMS
	AS FAR AS INAZUMA IS CONCERNED, THIS IS SOME SMALL OBJECT FROM OVERSEAS. THE HEART OF THIS MECHANISM HAS BEEN REMOVED, AND ITS HANDS NO LONGER TURN.

	[image: calabash of awakening artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CALABASH OF AWAKENING
	HUSK OF OPULENT DREAMS
	A GOURD THAT HAS BEEN ADORNED WITH POWDERED GOLD AND BLACK PAINT. ITS ORIGINAL COLOR CAN NO LONGER BE DISCERNED, BUT ITS MAIN USE SEEMS TO BE AS A PERFORMANCE PROP.

	[image: skeletal hat artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SKELETAL HAT
	HUSK OF OPULENT DREAMS
	A HAT THAT ONCE SHIELDED A WANDERER FROM SUN AND RAIN. IT EVENTUALLY BECAME A CONVENIENT TOOL WITH WHICH FACES MIGHT BE HIDDEN AND EXPRESSIONS OBSCURED.

	[image: sea dyed blossom artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SEA-DYED BLOSSOM
	OCEAN-HUED CLAM
	A SOFT FLOWER THAT HAS TAKEN ON THE MANY SHADES OF THE CAPRICIOUS OCEAN. IT SHINES WITH WONDROUS COLORS UNDER THE MOON'S SILVER LIGHT.

	[image: deep palace s plume artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
DEEP PALACE'S PLUME
	OCEAN-HUED CLAM
	A DOWN FEATHER WITH THE SAME HUE AS CORAL, SAID TO COME FROM A SHRINE MAIDEN'S CEREMONIAL GARMENT.

	[image: cowry of parting artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
COWRY OF PARTING
	OCEAN-HUED CLAM
	A CLEAN, FLAWLESS SHELL THAT COMES FROM THE BOTTOMLESS OCEAN.

	[image: pearl cage artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
PEARL CAGE
	OCEAN-HUED CLAM
	THE SHINING PEARLS THAT THE SHRINE MAIDENS OF WATATSUMI ISLAND OFFER UP SHINE ETERNALLY AND NEVER DIM.

	[image: crown of watatsumi artifact genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CROWN OF WATATSUMI
	OCEAN-HUED CLAM
	AN ANCIENT, INTRICATE CROWN THAT WAS ONCE USED BY A FORGOTTEN CLERGY MEMBER. TODAY, THIS RELIC HAS BEEN ENSHRINED WITH GREAT CEREMONY BY THE PEOPLE OF WATATSUMI.
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	[image: adeptus tempation food genshin impact 75px]
ADEPTUS' TEMPTATION​
	⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBER'S ATK BY 260~371 AND CRIT RATE BY 8~12% FOR 300S.

	[image: adventurers breakfast sandwich food genshin impact 75px]
ADVENTURER'S BREAKFAST SANDWICH
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 160~228 FOR 300S.

	[image: almond tofu food genshin impact 75px]
ALMOND TOFU
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 81 FOR 300S. IN CO-OP MODE, THIS EFFECT ONLY APPLIES TO YOUR OWN CHARACTER(S).

	[image: apple genshin impact 75px]
APPLE
	--
	RESTORES 300 HP.

	[image: ]
BAMBOO SHOOT SOUP
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 26~30% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER. REGENERATES 450~790 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.

	[image: barbatos ratatoullie genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BARBATOS RATATOUILLE
	⭐⭐⭐
	DECREASES STAMINA DEPLETED BY SPRINTING AND GLIDING FOR ALL PARTY MEMBERS BY 20-35% FOR 900S.

	[image: berry and mint burst genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BERRY & MINT BURST
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 16% FOR 300S.

	[image: berry mizu manjuu genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BERRY MIZU MANJUU
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 18~22% OF MAX HP AND REGENERATES 300~470 HP EVERY 5 SECONDS FOR 30S.

	[image: bird egg sushi genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BIRD EGG SUSHI
	⭐
	RESTORES 8~10% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 800~1,200 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: black back perch stew genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BLACK-BACK PERCH STEW
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 26~30% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER AND REGENERATES 450~790 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.

	[image: braised meat genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BRAISED MEAT
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' PHYSICAL DMG BY 20~40% FOR 300S.

	[image: butter crab food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
BUTTER CRAB
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' DEF BY 215~308 AND HEALING EFFECTS BY 6~10% FOR 300S.

	[image: calla lily seafood soup food genshin impact wiki guide150px]
CALLA LILY SEAFOOD SOUP
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' DEF BY 108-154 FOR 300S.

	[image: chicken mushroom skewer food genshin impact wiki guide150px]
CHICKEN-MUSHROOM SKEWER
	⭐
	RESTORES 8%-10% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 750~1,100 HP.

	[image: chili mince cornbread buns food genshin impact wiki guide150px]
CHILI-MINCE CORNBREAD BUNS
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' SHIELD STRENGTH BY 25~35% AND DEF BY 165~235 FOR 300S.

	[image: stir fried filet food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
STIR-FRIED FILET
	⭐
	REVIVES THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
RESTORES 50~150 HP.

	[image: cold cut platter food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
COLD CUT PLATTER
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' PHYSICAL DMG BY FOR 20%-40% FOR 300S.

	[image: come and get it food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
COME AND GET IT
	⭐⭐⭐
	 INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBER'S CRIT RATE BY 10~20% FOR 300S.

	[image: crab roe kourayaki food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CRAB ROE KOURAYAKI
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 66~95 FOR 300S.

	[image: crab roe tofu food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CRAB ROE TOFU
	⭐⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 250~550 HP.

	[image: crab, ham and veggie bake food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CRAB, HAM & VEGGIE BAKE
	⭐⭐⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 900~1,500 HP.

	[image: cream stew food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CREAM STEW
	⭐⭐
	DECREASES STAMINA DEPLETED BY SPRINTING FOR ALL PARTY MEMBERS BY 20~35% FOR 900S.

	[image: crispy potato shrimp platter food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CRISPY POTATO SHRIMP PLATTER
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 26~30% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER AND REGENERATES 450~790 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.

	[image: crystal shrimp food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CRYSTAL SHRIMP
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 18~22% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
REGENERATES 320~490 HP EVER 5S FOR THE NEXT 30S.

	[image: cured pork dry hotpot food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
CURED PORK DRY HOTPOT
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 10~20% FOR 300S.

	[image: dango milk hotpot food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
DANGO MILK
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 26% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER AND REGENERATES 570 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.

	[image: dry braised salted fish food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
DRY-BRAISED SALTED FISH
	⭐
	RESTORES 8~10% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 800~1,200 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: bird egg sushi genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
EGG ROLL
	⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 50~150 HP.

	[image: fishermans toast food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FISHERMAN'S TOAST
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' DEF BY 82~117 FOR 300S.

	[image: five pickled treasures food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FIVE PICKLED TREASURES
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 70~100 STAMINA.

	[image: flaming red bolognese food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FLAMING RED BOLOGNESE
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 18~22% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
REGENERATES 320~490 HP EVERY 5S FOR THE NEXT 30S.

	[image: fragrant mashed potatoes food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FRAGRANT MASHED POTATOES
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 160~228 FOR 300S.

	[image: delicious fried radish balls food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FRIED RADISH BALLS
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 65~92 FOR 300S.

	[image: fullmoon egg food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FULLMOON EGG
	⭐⭐⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 900~1,500 HP.

	[image: golden chicken burger food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GOLDEN CHICKEN BURGER
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 30~34% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 600~1,900 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: golden crab food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GOLDEN CRAB
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' DEF BY 242~308 AND HEALING EFFECTS BY 6~10% FOR 300S.

	[image: golden fried chicken food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GOLDEN FRIED CHICKEN
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 224~320 AND CRIT RATE BY 6~10% FOR 300S.

	[image: golden shrimp balls food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GOLDEN SHRIMP BALLS
	⭐⭐
	REVIVES THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
RESTORES 250~550 HP.

	[image: goulash food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GOULASH
	⭐⭐
	SLIGHTLY DECREASES~DECREASES THE RATE OF SHEER COLD ACCUMULATION FOR ALL PARTY MEMBERS FOR 900S.

	[image: delicious grilled tiger fish food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GRILLED TIGER FISH
	⭐
	RESTORES 8~10% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 750~1,100 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: imported poultry food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
IMPORTED POULTRY
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 10~20% FOR 300S.

	[image: invigorating kitty meal food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
INVIGORATING KITTY MEAL
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 26~30% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER. REGENERATES 450~790 HP EVERY 5S FOR THE NEXT 30S.

	[image: jade parcels food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
JADE PARCEL
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 65-95 FOR 300S.

	[image: jewelry soup food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
JEWELRY SOUP
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' DEF BY 62-88 FOR 300S.

	[image: jueyun chili chicken food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
JUEYUN CHILI CHICKEN
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 6~12% FOR 300S.

	[image: jueyun guoba food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
JUEYUN GUOBA
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' PHYSICAL DMG BY 20~40% FOR 300S.

	[image: konda cuisine food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
KONDA CUISINE
	⭐⭐⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 900~1500 HP.

	[image: come and get it food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LANTERN RITE SPECIAL COME AND GET IT
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 20% FOR 300S.

	[image: delicious fried radish balls food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LANTERN RITE SPECIAL FRIED RADISH BALLS
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 20% FOR 300S.

	[image: delicious grilled tiger fish food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LANTERN RITE SPECIAL GRILLED TIGER FISH
	⭐
	RESTORES 10% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 1,200 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: delicious jewelry soup food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LANTERN RITE SPECIAL JEWELRY SOUP
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' DEF BY 126 FOR 300S.

	[image: lotus seed and bird egg soup food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LANTERN RITE SPECIAL LOTUS SEED AND BIRD EGG SOUP
	⭐⭐
	DECREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' SPRINTING STAMINA CONSUMPTION BY 25% FOR 900S.

	[image: delicious noodles with mountain delicacies food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LANTERN RITE SPECIAL NOODLES WITH MOUNTAIN DELICACIES
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 60 STAMINA.

	[image: triple layered consomm food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LANTERN RITE SPECIAL TRIPLE-LAYERED CONSOMMÉ
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' SHIELD STRENGTH BY 30%.

	[image: lotus flower crisp food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LOTUS FLOWER CRISP
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' DEF BY 165~235 FOR 300S.

	[image: lotus seed and bird egg soup food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
LOTUS SEED AND BIRD EGG SOUP
	⭐⭐
	DECREASES STAMINA DEPLETED BY SPRINTING FOR ALL PARTY MEMBERS BY 20~35% FOR 900S.

	[image: matsutake meat rolls food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MATSUTAKE MEAT ROLL
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 20%-24% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 900~1,60 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: mint jelly food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MINT JELLY
	⭐
	RESTORES 8~10% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 800~1,200 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: minty meat rolls food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MINTY MEAT ROLLS
	⭐⭐⭐
	DECREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' GLIDING AND SPRINTING STAMINA CONSUMPTION BY 15~25% FOR 900S.

	[image: miso soup food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MISO SOUP
	⭐
	RESTORES 8~10% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER AND REGENERATES 210~300 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.

	[image: mixed yakisoba food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MIXED YAKISOBA
	⭐⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 250~550 HP.

	[image: mondstadt grilled fish food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MONDSTADT GRILLED FISH
	⭐
	REVIVES THE SELECTED CHARACTER. RESTORES 50~150 HP.

	[image: mondstadt hash brown food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MONDSTADT HASH BROWN
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 30~34% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 850~2,700 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: moon pie food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MOON PIE
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' SHIELD STRENGTH BY 25~35% AND DEF BY 165~235 FOR 300S.

	[image: mora meat food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MORA MEAT
	⭐
	REVIVES THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
RESTORES 50~150 HP.

	[image: more and more food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MORE-AND-MORE
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' PHYSICAL DMG BY 20~40% FOR 300S.

	[image: mushroom pizza food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
MUSHROOM PIZZA
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 26~30% MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER. REGENERATES 650~1,120 HP EVERY 5S FOR THE NEXT 30S.

	[image: noodles with mountain delicacies food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
NOODLES WITH MOUNTAIN DELICACIES
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 40 - 60 STAMINA.

	[image: northern smoked chicken food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
NORTHERN SMOKED CHICKEN
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 40~70 STAMINA.

	[image: omelette rice food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
OMELETTE RICE
	⭐⭐⭐
	DECREASES STAMINA DEPLETED BY CLIMBING AND SPRINTING FOR ALL PARTY MEMBERS BY 15~25% FOR 900S.

	[image: ]
ONCIDIUM TOFU
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 70~100 STAMINA.

	[image: onigiri food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ONIGIRI
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 18~22% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER AND REGENERATES 300~470 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.

	[image: pile em up food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
PILE 'EM UP
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 10-20% FOR 300S.

	[image: pops teas food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
POP'S TEAS
	⭐
	RESTORES 14% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER AND REGENERATES 350 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.

	[image: qingce stir fry food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
QINGCE STIR FRY
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 211~301 FOR 300S.

	[image: radish and fish stew food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
RADISH AND FISH STEW
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 6~12% FOR 300S.

	[image: radish veggie soup food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
RADISH VEGGIE SOUP
	⭐
	RESTORES 8~10% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
REGENERATES 190~270 HP EVERY 5S FOR THE NEXT 30S.

	[image: rice buns food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
RICE BUNS
	⭐
	RESTORES 8~10% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 800~1,200 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: rice pudding food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
RICE PUDDING
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 70~100 STAMINA.

	[image: sakura mochi food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SAKURA MOCHI
	⭐⭐⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 900~1,500 HP.

	[image: sakura shrimp crackers food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SAKURA SHRIMP CRACKERS
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' HP BY 20%~25% FOR 300S.

	[image: satisfying salad food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SATISFYING SALAD
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 6~12% FOR 300S.

	[image: sauted matsutake food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SAUTEED MATSUTAKE
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 211-301 FOR 300S.

	[image: mixed yakisoba food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SOBA NOODLES
	⭐
	RESTORES 8~10% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER AND REGENERATES 210~300 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.

	[image: special mushroom pizza food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SPECIAL MUSHROOM PIZZA
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 28% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER. REGENERATES 620 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.

	[image: squirrel fish food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SQUIRREL FISH
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 30~34% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 850~2,700 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: steak food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
STEAK
	⭐
	REVIVES THE SELECTED CHARACTER. RESTORES 50~150 HP.

	[image: sticky honey roast food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
STICKY HONEY ROAST
	⭐⭐⭐
	DECREASES STAMINA DEPLETED BY SPRINTING AND CLIMBING FOR ALL PARTY MEMBERS BY 20~35% FOR 900S.

	[image: stir fried filet food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
STIR-FRIED FILET
	⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 50~150 HP.

	[image: stir fried fish noodles food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
STIR-FRIED FISH NOODLES
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 18~22% OF MAX HP AND REGENERATES 300~470 HP EVERY 5 SECONDS FOR 30S.

	[image: stone harbor delicacies food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
STONE HARBOR DELICACIES
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 6~12% FOR 300S.

	[image: sunsettia food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SUNSETTIA
	⭐
	RESTORES 300 HP

	[image: sweet madame food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SWEET MADAME
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 20~24% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 900-1,600 HP.

	[image: sweet shrimp sushi food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SWEET SHRIMP SUSHI
	⭐
	REVIVES THE SELECTED CHARACTER. RESTORES 50~150 HP.

	[image: taiyaki food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TAIYAKI
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 26~30% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER. REGENERATES 450~790 HP EVERY 5S FOR THE NEXT 30S.

	[image: tea break pancake food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TEA BREAK PANCAKE
	⭐⭐
	REVIVES THE SELECTED CHARACTER. RESTORES 250~550 HP.

	[image: teyvat fried egg food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TEYVAT FRIED EGG
	⭐
	REVIVES THE SELECTED CHARACTER. RESTORES 50-150 HP.

	[image: tianshu meat food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TIANSHU MEAT
	⭐⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' PHYSICAL DMG BY 25~45% AND CRIT RATE BY 6~10% FOR 300S.

	[image: tonkotsu ramen food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TONKOTSU RAMEN
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 30~34% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 600~1,900 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: tri flavored skewer food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TRI-FLAVORED SKEWER
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 160~228 FOR 300S.

	[image: tricolor dango food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TRICOLOR DANGO
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 30~34% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 600~1,900 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: triple layered consomm food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TRIPLE-LAYERED CONSOMMÉ
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' SHIELD STRENGTH BY 20~30% FOR 300S.

	[image: tuna sushi food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
TUNA SUSHI
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 20~24% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 900~1,500 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: unagi chazuke food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
UNAGI CHAZUKE
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' HEALING BONUS BY 15%~20% FOR 300S.

	[image: universal peace food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
UNIVERSAL PEACE
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 30~34% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 600~1,900 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: wakatakeni food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
WAKATAKENI
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' DEF BY 88~126 FOR 300S.

	[image: wolfhook juice food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
WOLFHOOK JUICE
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 114 FOR 300S.

	[image: vegetarian abalone food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
VEGETARIAN ABALONE
	⭐⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 250~550 HP

	[image: zhongyuan chop suey food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ZHONGYUAN CHOP SUEY
	⭐⭐⭐
	DECREASES STAMINA DEPLETED BY SPRINTING AND CLIMBING FOR ALL PARTY MEMBERS BY 20~35% FOR 900S.



	NAME
	RARITY
	EFFECT
	CHARACTER

	[image: my way specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
MY WAY
	⭐⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 15% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 550 HP.
	YANFEI

	[image: once upon a time in mondstadt specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
ONCE UPON A TIME IN MONDSTADT
	⭐⭐⭐
	 INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 20% AND CRIT DMG BY 20% FOR 300S.
	DILUC

	[image: snow on the hearth specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
SNOW ON THE HEARTH
	⭐⭐⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 20% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 1500 HP.
	KAMISATO AYAKA

	[image: sweet dream specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
SWEET DREAM
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 114 FOR 300S.
	XIAO

	[image: warmth specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
WARMTH
	⭐
	RESTORES 14% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER AND REGENERATES 350 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.
	THOMA

	[image: a buoyant breeze specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
A BUOYANT BREEZE
	⭐⭐⭐
	DECREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' GLIDING AND SPRINTING STAMINA CONSUMPTION BY 25% FOR 1,800S.
	VENTI

	[image: a prize catch specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
A PRIZE CATCH
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' DEF BY 282 FOR 300S.
	TARTAGLIA

	[image: a stunning stratagem specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
A STUNNING STRATAGEM
	⭐
	RESTORES 16% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 1,350 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
	SANGONOMIYA KOKOMI

	[image: all delicacy parcels specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
ALL-DELICACY PARCELS
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 26% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER AND REGENERATES 570 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.
	XINGQIU

	[image: all weather beauty specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
ALL-WEATHER BEAUTY
	⭐
	RESTORES 16% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 1,350 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
	KAEDEHARA KAZUHA

	[image: cold noodles with mountain delicacies specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
COLD NOODLES WITH MOUNTAIN DELICACIES
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 80 STAMINA.
	CHONGYUN

	[image: definitely not bar food delicacies specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
DEFINITELY NOT BAR FOOD!
	⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 10% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 150 HP.
	DIONA

	[image: der weisheit letzter schluss 2life specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
DER WEISHEIT LETZTER SCHLUSS (LIFE)
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 16% FOR 300S.
	MONA

	[image: die heilige sinfonie specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
DIE HEILIGE SINFONIE
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' PHYSICAL DMG BY 55% FOR 300S.
	FISCHL
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DINNER OF JUDGMENT
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 30% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 1,750 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
	ROSARIA
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DIZZINESS-BE-GONE NO JUTSU VERSION 2.0
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 26% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER AND REGENERATES 570 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.
	SAYU
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FAITH ETERNAL
	⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 10% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 150 HP.
	KUJOU SARA
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FISH-FLAVORED TOAST
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' DEF BY 151 FOR 300S.
	KLEE
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FLASH-FRIED FILET
	⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 10% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 150 HP.
	BEIDOU
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FRUITY SKEWERS
	⭐
	RESTORES 16% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 1,350 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
	KAEYA
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GHOSTLY MARCH
	⭐⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 15% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 550 HP.
	HU TAO
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INVIGORATING PIZZA
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 34% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER AND REGENERATES 980 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.
	JEAN
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LIGHTER-THAN-AIR PANCAKE
	⭐⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 15% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 550 HP.
	NOELLE
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MYSTERIOUS BOLOGNESE
	⭐⭐
	RESTORES 26% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER AND REGENERATES 570 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.
	LISA
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NO TOMORROW
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 20% AND CRIT DMG BY 20% FOR 300S.
	QIQI
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NUTRITIOUS MEAL (V.593)
	⭐⭐⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 20% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 1,500 HP.
	SUCROSE
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OUTRIDER'S CHAMPION STEAK!
	⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 10% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 150 HP.
	AMBER
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PROSPEROUS PEACE
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 40% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 2,350 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
	GANYU
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PUPPY-PAW HASH BROWN
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 40% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 2,350 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
	RAZOR
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QIANKUN MORA MEAT
	⭐⭐⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 10% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 150 HP.
	NINGGUANG
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ROCKIN' RIFFIN' CHICKEN!
	⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 16% FOR 300S
	XINYAN
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SATIETY GEL
	⭐
	RESTORES 16% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 1,350 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
	ALOY

	[image: slow cooked bamboo shoot soup specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
SLOW-COOKED BAMBOO SHOOT SOUP
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 34% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER AND REGENERATES 980 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.
	ZHONGLI
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SPICY STEW
	⭐⭐
	DECREASES STAMINA DEPLETED BY SPRINTING FOR ALL PARTY MEMBERS BY 25% FOR 1,500S.
	BARBARA
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STORMCREST PIE
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' SHIELD STRENGTH BY 40% AND DEF BY 282 FOR 300S.
	EULA
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SUMMER FESTIVAL FISH
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 40% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 2,350 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
	YOIMIYA
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SURVIVAL GRILLED FISH
	⭐
	RESTORES 16% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 1,350 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
	KEQING

	[image: teyvat charred egg specialty dish food genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
TEYVAT CHARRED EGG
	⭐
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 10% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 150 HP.
	BENNETT
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VICTORIOUS LEGEND
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 40% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 2,350 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
	GOROU
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WANMIN RESTAURANT'S BOILED FISH
	⭐⭐⭐
	RESTORES 34% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER AND REGENERATES 980 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.
	XIANGLING
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WOODLAND DREAM
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' SHIELD STRENGTH BY 35% FOR 300S.
	ALBEDO



	
INGREDIENTS
	DESCRIPTION
	SOURCE
	DISH USES
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ALMOND
	A SEED WITH A PECULIAR FRAGRANCE THAT GIVES FOOD A REFRESHING TASTE.
	PURCHASED
	· SWEET DREAM
· ALMOND TOFU
· LOTUS FLOWER CRISP
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BACON
	SMOKED STRIPS OF PORK. WITH JUST ENOUGH FAT, BUT NOT TOO GREASY.
	PROCESSING, PURCHASED
	· DIE HEILIGE SINFONIE
· COLD CUT PLATTER
· MORE-AND-MORE
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BAMBOO SHOOT
	A FRESH YOUNG BAMBOO SHOOT, STRAIGHT OUT OF THE GROUND. IT IS A DELICIOUS COOKING INGREDIENT WITH AN EXOTIC AROMA, FOUND EXCLUSIVELY IN BAMBOO-GROWING REGIONS.
	FORAGED, PURCHASED
	· BAMBOO SHOOT SOUP
· SLOW-COOKED BAMBOO SHOOT SOUP
· TRIPLE-LAYERED CONSOMMÉ
· ONCIDIUM TOFU
· TONKOTSU RAMEN
· VICTORIOUS LEGEND
· WAKATAKENI
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BERRY
	SMALL BRIGHTLY-COLORED FRUIT. CAN BE FOUND ALL OVER.
	FORAGED
	· JAM
· LIGHTER-THAN-AIR PANCAKE
· TEA BREAK PANCAKE
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BIRD EGG
	AN INCREDIBLY VERSATILE INGREDIENT WITH ALL OF YOUR DAILY PROTEIN NEEDS.
	FORAGED 
	· ADVENTURER'S BREAKFAST SANDWICH
· BIRD EGG SUSHI
· CHICKEN TOFU PUDDING
· CRISPY TEYVAT EGG
· DER WEISHEIT LETZTER SCHLUSS (LIFE)
· EGG ROLL
· FAITH ETERNAL
· FULLMOON EGG
· IMPORTED POULTRY
· GOLDEN CRAB
· LIGHTER-THAN-AIR PANCAKE
· LOTUS SEED AND BIRD EGG SOUP
· MOON PIE
· OMELETTE RICE
· SATISFYING SALAD
· RICE PUDDING
· STORMCREST PIE
· TEA BREAK PANCAKE
· TEYVAT CHARRED EGG
· TEYVAT FRIED EGG
· TONKOTSU RAMEN
· TRI-FLAVORED SKEWER
· VICTORIOUS LEGEND
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BUTTER
	A DAIRY PRODUCT MADE FROM MILK. AN ESSENTIAL INGREDIENT IN MAKING PASTRIES, AMONG OTHER THINGS. MILK MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO BUTTER.
	PROCESSED
	 
· BUTTER CRAB
· GOLDEN FRIED CHICKEN
· SAUTEED MATSUTAKE
· NORTHERN APPLE STEW
· GOLDEN CHICKEN BURGER
· LOTUS FLOWER CRISP
· MOON PIE
· STORMCREST PIE
· SUNSHINE SPRAT
· WOODLAND DREAM
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CABBAGE
	A LAYERED, LEAFY VEGETABLE. SAID TO HAVE ORIGINALLY BEEN AN ORNAMENTAL PLANT, IT CERTAINLY LOOKS GREAT IN THE POT.
	FORAGED, PURCHASED
	· CRAB, HAM & VEGGIE BAKE
· CHILI-MINCE CORNBREAD BUNS
· DER WEISHEIT LETZTER SCHLUSS (LIFE)
· GOLDEN CHICKEN BURGER
· INVIGORATING PIZZA
· JADE PARCEL
· MIXED YAKISOBA
· MUSHROOM PIZZA
· NORTHERN SMOKED CHICKEN
· NUTRITIOUS MEAL (V.593)
· QINGCE STIR FRY
· SATISFYING SALAD

	[image: calla lily ingredient genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
CALLA LILY
	A FLOWER THAT GROWS NEAR WATER SOURCES. WHEN COOKED, THE PETALS HAVE A CHUNKY TEXTURE, YET ARE SWEET AND A LITTLE BITTER. MODERN MEDICINE RECOGNIZES CALLA LILY'S ANTIDOTAL PROPERTIES, BUT ITS ASTRINGENT FLAVOR IS REPULSIVE TO MANY PEOPLE.
	GARDENING, FORAGING, PURCHASED
	· A PRIZE CATCH
· CALLA LILY SEAFOOD SOUP
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CARROT
	
A HEALTHY AND NUTRITIOUS VEGETABLE THAT IS CRUNCHY AND SWEET TO THE TASTE. EASY TO GROW AND HARVEST.
	 FORAGED, GARDENING
	· ALL-DELICACY PARCELS
· A BUOYANT BREEZE
· BARBATOS RATATOUILLE
· BRAISED MEAT
· COUNTRYSIDE DELICACY
· CRYSTAL SHRIMP
· FIVE PICKLED TREASURES
· GOULASH
· PROSPEROUS PEACE
· STICKY HONEY ROAST
· TRUE BARBATOS RATATOUILLE
· UNIVERSAL PEACE
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CHEESE
	MADE FROM FERMENTED MILK. WITH HIGH ENERGY AND LIMITLESS POSSIBILITIES, IT'S USED IN A WIDE RANGE OF DISHES. MILK MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO CHEESE.
	PROCESSED, PURCHASED
	· ONCE UPON A TIME IN MONDSTADT
· INVIGORATING PIZZA
· MUSHROOM PIZZA
· PILE 'EM UP
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CRAB
	
A SHELLED CREATURE THAT LIVES NEAR THE OCEAN. ITS FLAKY, DELICIOUS MEAT CAN EASILY BE MADE INTO TASTY DISHES.
	 
FORAGED, PURCHASED
	· A PRIZE CATCH
· ADEPTUS' TEMPTATION
· BUTTER CRAB
· CALLA LILY SEAFOOD SOUP
· CRAB ROE
· CRAB ROE KOURAYAKI
· GOLDEN CRAB
· SASHIMI PLATTER
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CRAB ROE
	A DELICACY SPECIFIC TO FEMALE CRABS. A RARE AND PRIZED INGREDIENT THAT ISN'T QUITE TO EVERYONE'S TASTE.
	PROCESSING, PURCHASED
	· MY WAY
· CRAB ROE KOURAYAKI
· CRAB ROE TOFU
· CRAB, HAM & VEGGIE
· BAKENUTRITIOUS MEAL (V.593)

	[image: cream ingredient genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
CREAM
	AN EXTRACT FROM MILK. WITH THE APPROPRIATE APPLICATION, IT CAN BRING RICH AROMAS TO EVEN THE MOST BASIC INGREDIENTS. MILK MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO CREAM.
	PROCESSING, PURCHASED
	· CRAB, HAM & VEGGIE BAKE
· CREAM STEW
· FRAGRANT MASHED POTATOES COOKING
· NUTRITIOUS MEAL (V.593)
· SPICY STEW
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FISH
	A SPICY PLANT NATIVE TO LIYUE. MERELY SMELLING IT MAKES ONE HOT AND THIRSTY.
	CAUGHT, PURCHASED
	· BLACK-BACK PERCH STEW
· COME AND GET IT
· GRILLED TIGER FISH
· MONDSTADT GRILLED FISH
· SQUIRREL FISH
· WANMIN RESTAURANT'S BOILED FISH
· ZHONGYUAN CHOP SUEY
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FLOUR
	A POWDER GROUND FROM WHEAT. NO MATTER WHAT IT GOES INTO IT BRINGS A SENSE OF SATISFACTION TO THE DINER. WHEAT MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO FLOUR.
	PURCHASED, PROCESSING
	· CAELUM TERRA MORA MEAT
· FISHERMAN'S TOAST
· FISHY TOAST
· FLAMING RED BOLOGNESE
· FRIED RADISH BALLS
· INVIGORATING PIZZA
· GOLDEN CRAB
· LIGHTER-THAN-AIR PANCAKE
· MORA MEAT
· MIXED YAKISOBA
· MUSHROOM PIZZA
· MYSTERIOUS BOLOGNESE
· SAUTÉED MATSUTAKE
· SQUIRREL FISH
· TEA BREAK PANCAKE
· TONKOTSU RAMEN
· VICTORIOUS LEGEND
· ZHONGYUAN CHOP SUEY
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FOWL
	A FRESH BIRD. HANDLED CORRECTLY IT CAN MAKE A HEARTY MEAL.
	PURCHASED, HUNTED FOR
	· CHICKEN-MUSHROOM SKEWER
· CHICKEN TOFU PUDDING
· FRUITY SKEWERS
· GOLDEN CHICKEN BURGER
· GOLDEN FRIED CHICKEN
· ONCIDIUM TOFU
· IMPORTED POULTRY
· JUEYUN CHILI CHICKEN
· KONDA CUISINE
· REDROT BAIT
· ROCKIN' RIFFIN' CHICKEN!
· SMOKED FOWL
· SWEET MADAME
· TRIPLE-LAYERED CONSOMMÉ
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HAM
	
SMOKED LEG MEAT. EVEN THE THINNEST SLICE CAN BRING ON A MOUTHFUL OF TASTE. MEAT MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO HAM.
	PROCESSING, PURCHASED
	· ADVENTURER'S BREAKFAST SANDWICH
· ADEPTUS' TEMPTATION
· BAMBOO SHOOT SOUP
· BLESSED SYMPHONY
· CHICKEN TOFU PUDDING
· COLD CUT PLATTER
· CRAB, HAM & VEGGIE BAKE
· CURED PORK DRY HOTPOT
· DIE HEILIGE SINFONIE
· JADE PARCEL
· JUEYUN GUOBA
· NUTRITIOUS MEAL (V.593)
· ONCIDIUM TOFU
· SLOW-COOKED BAMBOO SHOOT SOUP
· TRIPLE-LAYERED CONSOMMÉ
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JAM
	A PUREE MADE FROM FRUIT AND SUGAR. EVEN A LITTLE BIT CAN EASILY WAKE UP DROWSY TASTE BUDS. APPLES AND BERRIES MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO JAM.
	PROCESSING, PURCHASED
	· MONDSTADT HASH BROWN
· PUPPY-PAW HASH BROWN
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JUEYUN CHILI
	A SPICY PLANT NATIVE TO LIYUE. MERELY SMELLING IT MAKES ONE HOT AND THIRSTY. DESPITE "JUEYUN" BEING A PART OF ITS NAME, IT DOES NOT USUALLY GROW IN JUEYUN KARST. THE NAME SEEMS TO ORIGINATE FROM ITS SPICINESS, WHICH MAKES PEOPLE WANT TO RUN TO THE HIGHEST PEAKS OF JUEYUN AND COOL THEIR MOUTHS WITH CHILLY AIR.
	PURCHASED, FORAGED,  GARDENING
	· BLACK-BACK PERCH STEW
· CHILI-MINCE CORNBREAD BUNS
· FLASH-FRIED FILET
· JADE PARCEL
· JUEYUN CHILI CHICKEN
· MINT SALAD
· MINTY MEAT ROLLS
· QINGCE STIR FRY
· ROCKIN' RIFFIN' CHICKEN!
· STIR-FRIED FILET
· WANMIN RESTAURANT'S BOILED FISH
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LAVENDER MELON
	A FRUIT WITH GORGEOUS SKIN. THE FLESH WITHIN TRANSFORMS INTO FOOD WITH A UNIQUE MOUTHFEEL WHEN COOKED.
IN INAZUMA, THERE IS A TRADITIONAL ART THAT INVOLVES USING THE OUTER SKINS OF THESE FRUITS TO MAKE DYE. THEY SAY THAT KONDA VILLAGE ONCE PLANTED LAVENDER MELONS AND THAT THEY WERE FAMED FOR THEIR SECRET "KONDA DYE" ART, BY WHICH THEY PRODUCED TRULY LOVELY FABRIC.
	PURCHASED, FORAGED
	· MORE-AND-MORE
· RICE CAKE SOUP
· FIVE PICKLED TREASURES
· KONDA CUISINE
· SAKURA TEMPURA
· IMPORTED POULTRY
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LOTUS HEAD
	AN AQUATIC PLANT NATIVE TO LIYUE THAT GROWS AND BLOOMS IN PAIRS. ONE IS FRAGRANT, AND THE OTHER BITTER. IT'S SAID TO MAKE A GOOD HERBAL MEDICINE.
	PURCHASED, FORAGED,  GARDENING
	· JEWELRY SOUP
· LOTUS SEED AND BIRD EGG SOUP
· PROSPEROUS PEACE
· QINGCE STIR FRY
· UNIVERSAL PEACE
· JADE PARCELS
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MATSUTAKE
	A RARE FUNGUS THAT GENERALLY GROWS ON OR NEAR PINE TREES. ITS DELICATE AROMA GIVES AWAY ITS LOCATION.
	FORAGED, PURCHASED
	· ADEPTUS' TEMPTATION
· BUTTER CRAB
· MATSUTAKE MEAT ROLL
· SAUTEED MATSUTAKE
· STONE HARBOR DELICACIES
· TIANSHU MEAT
· CURED PORK DRY HOTPOT
· GHOSTLY MARCH
· MATSUTAKE MEAT ROLLS
· VEGETARIAN ABALONE
· ADEPTUS' TEMPTATION
· SAUTÉED MATSUTAKE
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MILK
	SWEET AND FRAGRANT COW'S MILK. DON'T WASTE A SINGLE DROP, NOT EVEN THAT ONE ROLLING DOWN YOUR CHIN.
	PURCHASED
	· BUTTER
· CHEESE
· CREAM
· FISHERMAN'S TOAST
· FISHY TOAST
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MINT
	A REFRESHINGLY COOL INGREDIENT. THE COOL, FRESH FLAVOR CAN CUT THROUGH THE HEAT OF MANY DISHES.
	PURCHASED, GARDENING
	· BLESSED SYMPHONY
· CALLA LILY SEAFOOD SOUP
· COLD CUT PLATTER
· MINT JELLY
· RADISH VEGGIE SOUP
· SATIETY GEL
· A PRIZE CATCH
· CALLA LILY SEAFOOD SOUP
· CRISPY POTATO SHRIMP PLATTER
· MINT SALAD
· MINTY MEAT ROLLS
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MUSHROOM
	HARDY COMMON FUNGI. CAN GROW ANYWHERE WITH THE RIGHT AMOUNT OF SHADE AND MOISTURE.
	FORAGED, PURCHASED
	· CHICKEN-MUSHROOM SKEWER
· FRUITY SKEWERS
· INVIGORATING PIZZA
· MUSHROOM PIZZA
· QINGCE STIR FRY
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ONION
	A SPHERICAL VEGETABLE. AS VENGEANCE FOR CUTTING IT, IT WILL MAKE YOU CRY, NO MATTER HOW BRAVE YOU ARE.
	PURCHASED, GARDENING
	· A BUOYANT BREEZE
· BARBATOS RATATOUILLE
· BRAISED MEAT
· BARBATOS RATATOUILLE
· FISHERMAN'S TOAST
· FISH-FLAVORED TOAST
· FISHY TOAST
· NORTHERN SMOKED CHICKEN
· TRUE BARBATOS RATATOUILLE
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PEPPER
	PEPPERY. CUTS THROUGH OILY FLAVORS AND EXCITES THE TASTE BUDS. GOES BEST ON MEAT.
	PURCHASED
	· CURED PORK DRY HOTPOT
· DEFINITELY NOT BAR FOOD!
· FRIED RADISH BALLS
· GRILLED TIGER FISH
· JUEYUN CHILI CHICKEN
· MONDSTADT GRILLED FISH
· NORTHERN APPLE STEW
· ROCKIN' RIFFIN' CHICKEN!
· SURVIVAL GRILLED FISH
· FRAGRANT MASHED POTATOES
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PINECONE
	FILLED WITH OIL-RICH SEEDS. CERTAINLY WON'T BE GROWING INTO A TREE FROM INSIDE A SQUIRREL'S STOMACH.
	FORAGED
	· MONDSTADT HASH BROWN
· PUPPY-PAW HASH BROWN
· SAUTEED MATSUTAKE
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POTATO
	A CHUNKY VEGETABLE. A GIFT FROM THE EARTH THAT YOU NEVER TIRE OF WITH ITS MULTITUDE OF COOKING METHODS.
	FORAGED, PURCHASED
	· ONCE UPON A TIME IN MONDSTADT
· BARBATOS RATATOUILLE
· GOLDEN SHRIMP BALLS
· MONDSTADT HASH BROWN
· PILE 'EM UP
· PUPPY-PAW HASH BROWN
· SATISFYING SALAD
· TRUE BARBATOS RATATOUILLE
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QINGXIN
	A TRANSLUCENT WHITE FLOWER THAT ONLY GROWS ON THE HIGHEST STONE PEAKS. IT ESCHEWS THE WARMTH AND MOISTURE OF THE PLAINS TO GAZE OUT AFAR FROM THE SOLITARY MOUNTAINTOPS.
	PURCHASED, FORAGED, GARDENING
	· TIANSHU MEAT
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RADISH
	RICH IN FIBER AND NUTRIENTS. EASY TO GROW AND HARVEST.
	FORAGED, PURCHASED, GARDENING
	· FIVE PICKLED TREASURES
· FRIED RADISH BALLS
· RADISH AND FISH STEW
· RADISH VEGGIE SOUP
· SASHIMI PLATTER
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RAW MEAT
	
A FRESH CHUNK OF MEAT. HANDLED PROPERLY IT CAN BE USED TO MAKE DELICIOUS FOOD.
	HUNTED FOR, PURCHASED, PROCESSED
	· BACON
· FLASH-FRIED FILET
· ONCE UPON A TIME IN MONDSTADT
· BACON
· CAELUM TERRA MORA MEAT
· CHICKEN STIR-FRY
· CHILI-MINCE CORNBREAD BUNS
· COME AND GET IT
· CREAM STEW
· FLAMING RED BOLOGNESE
· HAM
· INVIGORATING KITTY MEAL
· MATSUTAKE MEAT ROLL
· MINTY MEAT ROLLS
· MIXED YAKISOBA
· MOON PIE
· MORA MEAT
· MYSTERIOUS BOLOGNESE
· NOODLES WITH MOUNTAIN DELICACIES
· NO TOMORROW
· NORTHERN APPLE STEW
· OUTRIDER'S CHAMPION STEAK!
· ONCE UPON A TIME IN MONDSTADT
· PILE 'EM UP
· SAUSAGE
· SAUTEED MEAT SLICES
· SLOW-COOKED BAMBOO SHOOT SOUP
· SPICY STEW
· STEAK
· STICKY HONEY ROAST
· STORMCREST PIE
· TIANSHU MEAT
· TONKOTSU RAMEN
· TRI-FLAVORED SKEWER
· VICTORIOUS LEGEND
· ZHONGYUAN CHOP SUEY
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RICE
	
A GRAIN CROP COMMONLY FOUND IN TEYVAT. PEOPLE OF ALL WALKS OF LIFE ENJOY ITS DISTANCE GRAINY TEXTURE. AS THE SAYING GOES, "THE SAME KIND OF RICE CAN FEED ONE HUNDRED KINDS OF PEOPLE."
	PURCHASED
	· ALL-DELICACY PARCELS
· BERRY MIZU MANJUU
· BIRD EGG SUSHI
· COME AND GET IT
· COUNTRYSIDE DELICACY
· CRYSTAL SHRIMP
· DIZZINESS-BE-GONE NO JUTSU VERSION 2.0
· INVIGORATING KITTY MEAL
· JUEYUN GUOBA
· NO TOMORROW
· ONIGIRI
· OMELETTE RICE
· PROSPEROUS PEACE
· RICE BUNS
· RICE PUDDING
· SAKURA MOCHI
· SUMMER FESTIVAL FISH
· SNOW ON THE HEARTH
· STIR-FRIED FISH NOODLES
· SWEET SHRIMP SUSHI
· TRICOLOR DANGO
· TUNA SUSHI
· UNAGI CHAZUKE
· UNIVERSAL PEACE
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SALT
	A SAVORY SEASONING. A PRECISE BUT ADEQUATE AMOUNT WILL ELEVATE THE QUALITY OF THE CUISINE.
	PURCHASED 
	· ALL-WEATHER BEAUTY
· BACON 
· BLACK-BACK PERCH STEW
· DRY-BRAISED SALTED FISH
· GOLDEN CRAB
· HAM
· RADISH AND FISH STEW
· SMOKED FOWL
· SUNSHINE SPRAT
· UNAGI CHAZUKE
· WANMIN RESTAURANT'S BOILED FISH
· WOODLAND DREAM
· ZHONGYUAN CHOP SUEY

	[image: sausage ingredient genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
SAUSAGE
	FINELY MINCED MEAT WRAPPED IN A SKIN. A STAPLE OF EVERY MEAT LOVER'S DAILY DIET.
MEAT MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO SAUSAGES.
	PURCHASED, PROCESSING
	· BLESSED SYMPHONY
· COLD CUT PLATTER
· DIE HEILIGE SINFONIE
· RICE CAKE SOUP

	[image: seagrass ingredient genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
SEAGRASS
	A PLANT THAT GROWS IN SHALLOW SEAS. IT ADDS A UNIQUE FLAVOR TO DISHES.
	FORAGED, PURCHASED, GARDENING
	· MISO SOUP
· SOBA NOODLES
· BUTTER CRAB
· DIZZINESS-BE-GONE NO JUTSU VERSION 2.0
· FIVE PICKLED TREASURES
· INVIGORATING KITTY MEAL
· ONIGIRI
· WAKATAKENI
· UNAGI CHAZUKE

	[image: shrimp meat ingredient genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
SHRIMP MEAT
	A WHOLE PIECE OF DEEP SEA SHRIMP MEAT, FULL OF NUTRIENTS AND BURSTING WITH DELICIOUS FLAVOR.
	PURCHASED
	· ADEPTUS' TEMPTATION
· ALL-DELICACY PARCELS
· COUNTRYSIDE DELICACY
· CRISPY POTATO SHRIMP PLATTER
· CRYSTAL SHRIMP
· FULLMOON EGG
· GOLDEN SHRIMP BALLS
· GOLDEN SHRIMP BALLS
· SAKURA SHRIMP CRACKERS
· SAKURA TEMPURA
· SASHIMI PLATTER
· STIR-FRIED SHRIMP
· SWEET SHRIMP SUSHI

	[image: small lamp grass ingredient genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
SMALL LAMP GRASS
	A WILD GRASS THAT EMITS LIGHT AT NIGHT. USED IN COOKING TO ENHANCE OTHER FLAVORS. JUST AS THE SUBTLE FRAGRANCE OF WILD FLOWERS WILL NOT DISTRACT A FOCUSED PERSON, SMALL LAMP GRASS' DELICATE GLOW WILL NOT ATTRACT THEIR ATTENTION EITHER, EVEN AT NIGHT.
	PURCHASED, FORAGED, GARDENING
	· ONCE UPON A TIME IN MONDSTADT
· PILE 'EM UP
· SUNSHINE SPRAT
· WOODLAND DREAM

	[image: smoked fowl ingredient genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
SMOKED FOWL
	FOWL THAT HAS BEEN SMOKED. THE FIRM TEXTURE GIVES NEW TASTE TO DISHES.
FOWL MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO SMOKED FOWL.
	PURCHASED, PROCESSING
	· NORTHERN SMOKED CHICKEN

	[image: snapdragon ingredient genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
SNAPDRAGON
	CAN BE EATEN ONCE COOKED. AS A SPICE IT CAN BRING WONDERFUL FLAVOR TO DISHES.
	FORAGED, GARDENING, PURCHASED
	· CHICKEN TOFU PUDDING
· CREAM STEW
· CURED PORK DRY HOTPOT
· GHOSTLY MARCH
· JEWELRY SOUP
· KONDA CUISINE
· SPICY STEW
· STIR-FRIED FISH NOODLES
· STIR-FRIED SHRIMP
· SUMMER FESTIVAL FISH
· TRICOLOR DANGO
· TRI-FLAVORED SKEWER
· VEGETARIAN ABALONE

	[image: sugar ingredient genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
SUGAR
	A SEASONING DERIVED FROM SWEET FLOWERS. HAS THE POWER TO GIVE BOTH ENERGY AND HAPPINESS.
CAN BE PURCHASED FROM THE MERCHANTS IN THE CITY, OR MADE WITH SWEET FLOWERS.
	PURCHASED, PROCESSED 
	· ALMOND TOFU
· BERRY MIZU MANJUU
· EGG ROLL
· FAITH ETERNAL
· GRILLED UNAGI FILLET
· JAM
· LOTUS FLOWER CRISP
· LOTUS SEED AND BIRD EGG SOUP
· MINT JELLY
· OMELETTE RICE
· SATIETY GEL
· SNOW ON THE HEARTH
· RICE PUDDING
· SAKURA MOCHI
· SQUIRREL FISH
· STICKY HONEY ROAST
· SWEET DREAM
· TAIYAKI
· TIANSHU MEAT

	[image: sweet flower ingredient genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
SWEET FLOWER
	
PARTICULARLY FRAGRANT FLOWERS. THEN CAN BE FOUND EASILY, EVEN IN THE DARK. JUST FOLLOW THE SCENT.
	PURCHASED, FORAGED, GARDENING
	· SUGAR
· SWEET MADAME
· DINNER OF JUDGMENT

	[image: tofu ingredient genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
TOFU
	FRESHLY MADE BEAN PRODUCT THAT HAS A SILKY-SMOOTH TENDER TEXTURE.
	PURCHASED
	· COME AND GET IT
· CRAB ROE TOFU
· JEWELRY SOUP
· MISO SOUP
· MY WAY
· NO TOMORROW
· ONCIDIUM TOFU
· RICE CAKE SOUP

	[image: tomato ingredient genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
TOMATO
	A BRIGHT RED INGREDIENT THAT GIVES A TANGY KICK. YES, THE 'FRUIT OR VEGETABLE' DEBATE IS STILL GOING…
	PURCHASE, FORAGED
	· FISHERMAN'S TOAST
· FISHY TOAST
· FISH-FLAVORED TOAST
· FLAMING RED BOLOGNESE
· GOULASH
· MYSTERIOUS BOLOGNESE
· OMELETTE RICE
· SQUIRREL FISH

	[image: unagi meat ingredient genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
UNAGI MEAT
	THE FRESH MEAT OF AN UNAGI. IF HANDLED PROPERLY, IT CAN BE USED TO MAKE FRESH, LOVELY FOOD.
	FORAGED
	· GRILLED UNAGI FILLET
· UNAGI CHAZUKE

	[image: violetgrass ingredient genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
VIOLETGRASS
	A SMALL FLOWER WITH STRONG VITALITY. IT WAS SAID ITS DOWNWARD-BLOOMING FLOWER KEEPS ITS FRAGRANCE FROM DISSIPATING.
	FORAGED, PURCHASED, GARDENING
	· BLACK-BACK PERCH STEW
· STONE HARBOR DELICACIES
· WANMIN RESTAURANT'S BOILED FISH

	[image: wheat ingredient genshin impact wiki guide 75 px]
WHEAT
	GOLDEN SUN-KISSED TASSELS. NEEDS TO BE GROUND DOWN TO FLOUR FOR FURTHER USE.
	FORAGED, PURCHASED 
	· FLOUR



	POTION NAME
	RARITY
	EFFECTS

	[image: desiccant potion food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
DESICCANT POTION
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' HYDRO RES BY 35% FOR 300S.

	[image: dustproof potion food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
DUSTPROOF POTION
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' GEO RES BY 35% FOR 300S.

	[image: flaming essential oil food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FLAMING ESSENTIAL OIL
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' PYRO DMG BY 35% FOR 300S.

	[image: frosting essential oil food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FROSTING ESSENTIAL OIL
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRYO DMG BY 35% FOR 300S.

	[image: frostshield potion food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
FROSTSHIELD POTION
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRYO RES BY 35% FOR 300S.

	[image: gushing essential oil food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
GUSHING ESSENTIAL OIL
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ANEMO DMG BY 35% FOR 300S.

	[image: heatshield potion food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
HEATSHIELD POTION
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' PYRO RES BY 35% FOR 300S.

	[image: insulation potion food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
INSULATION POTION
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ELECTRO RES BY 35% FOR 300S.

	[image: shocking essential oil food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
SHOCKING ESSENTIAL OIL
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ELECTRO DMG BY 35% FOR 300S.

	[image: streaming essential oil food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
STREAMING ESSENTIAL OIL
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' HYDRO DMG BY 35% FOR 300S.

	[image: unmoving essential oil food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
UNMOVING ESSENTIAL OIL
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' GEO DMG BY 35% FOR 300S.

	[image: windbarrier potion food genshin impact wiki guide 75px]
WINDBARRIER POTION
	⭐⭐⭐
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ANEMO RES BY 35% FOR 300S.




	NAME & ICON
	RARITY
	EFFECT

	[image: adeptus_temptation-genshin-wiki-guide]
ADEPTUS' TEMPTATION​
	5
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBER'S ATK BY 260~371 AND CRIT RATE BY 8~12% FOR 300S.

	[image: apple-genshin-wiki-guide]
APPLE
	1
	RESTORES 300 HP

	[image: barbatos_ratatouille-genshin-wiki-guide]
BARBATOS RATATOUILLE
	3
	DECREASES STAMINA DEPLETED BY SPRINTING AND GLIDING FOR ALL PARTY MEMBERS BY 20-35% FOR 900S.

	[image: black-back_perch_stew-genshin-wiki-guide]
BLACK-BACK PERCH STEW
	3
	RESTORES 7.5% HP OF ALL PARTY MEMBERS. REGENERATES 350-580 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.

	[image: calla_lily_seafood_soup-genshin-wiki-guide]
CALLA LILY SEAFOOD SOUP
	3
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' DEF BY 108-154 FOR 300S.

	[image: chicken-mushroom_skewer-genshin-wiki-guide]
CHICKEN-MUSHROOM SKEWER
	1
	RESTORES 8%-10% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 750~1,100 HP.

	[image: chicken_stir-fry-genshin-wiki-guide]
CHICKEN STIR-FRY
	1
	REVIVES THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
RESTORES 50~150 HP.

	[image: cold_cut_platter-genshin-wiki-guide]
COLD CUT PLATTER
	3
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' PHYSICAL DMG BY FOR 20%-40% FOR 300S.

	[image: come_and_get_it-genshin-wiki-guide]
COME AND GET IT
	3
	 INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBER'S CRIT RATE BY 10~20% FOR 300S.

	[image: cream_stew-genshin-wiki-guide]
CREAM STEW
	2
	DECREASES STAMINA DEPLETED BY SPRINTING FOR ALL PARTY MEMBERS BY 20~35% FOR 900S.

	[image: crystal_shrimp-genshin-wiki-guide]
CRYSTAL SHRIMP
	2
	RESTORES 18~22% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
REGENERATES 320~490 HP EVER 5S FOR THE NEXT 30S.

	[image: fishermans_toast-genshin-wiki-guide]
FISHERMAN'S TOAST
	2
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' DEF BY 82~117 FOR 300S.

	[image: flaming_red_bolognese-genshin-wiki-guide]
FLAMING RED BOLOGNESE
	2
	RESTORES 18~22% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
REGENERATES 320~490 HP EVERY 5S FOR THE NEXT 30S.

	[image: fried_radish_balls-genshin-wiki-guide]
FRIED RADISH BALLS
	2
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 65~92 FOR 300S.

	[image: golden_shrimp_balls-genshin-wiki-guide]
GOLDEN SHRIMP BALLS
	2
	REVIVES THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
RESTORES 250~550 HP.

	[image: grilled_tiger_fish-genshin-wiki-guide]
GRILLED TIGER FISH
	1
	RESTORES 8~10% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 750~1,100 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: jade_parcel-genshin-wiki-guide]
JADE PARCEL
	4
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 65-95 FOR 300S.

	[image: jewelry_soup-genshin-wiki-guide]
JEWELRY SOUP
	2
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' DEF BY 62-88 FOR 300S.

	[image: jueyun_chili_chicken-genshin-wiki-guide]
JUEYUN CHILI CHICKEN
	2
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 6~12% FOR 300S.

	[image: lotus_seed_and_bird_egg_soup-genshin-wiki-guide]
LOTUS SEED AND BIRD EGG SOUP
	2
	DECREASES STAMINA DEPLETED BY SPRINTING FOR ALL PARTY MEMBERS BY 20~35% FOR 900S.

	[image: sauteed_matsutake-genshin-wiki-guide]
MATSUTAKE MEAT ROLL
	2
	RESTORES 20%-24% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 900~1,60 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: mondstadt_grilled_fish-genshin-wiki-guide]
MONDSTADT GRILLED FISH
	1
	REVIVES THE SELECTED CHARACTER. RESTORES 50~150 HP.

	[image: mondstadt_hash_brown-genshin-wiki-guide]
MONDSTADT HASH BROWN
	3
	RESTORES 30~34% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 850~2,700 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: mora_meat-genshin-wiki-guide]
MORA MEAT
	1
	REVIVES THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
RESTORES 50~150 HP.

	[image: mushroom_pizza-genshin-wiki-guide]
MUSHROOM PIZZA
	3
	RESTORES 26~30% MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER. REGENERATES 650~1,120 HP EVERY 5S FOR THE NEXT 30S.

	[image: northern_smoked_chicken-genshin-wiki-guide]
NORTHERN SMOKED CHICKEN
	2
	RESTORES 40~70 STAMINA.

	[image: pile_em_up-genshin-wiki-guide]
PILE 'EM UP
	3
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 10-20% FOR 300S.

	[image: qingce_stir_fry-genshin-wiki-guide]
QINGCE STIR FRY
	3
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 211~301 FOR 300S.

	[image: radish_veggie_soup-genshin-wiki-guide]
RADISH VEGGIE SOUP
	1
	RESTORES 8~10% OF MAX HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.
REGENERATES 190~270 HP EVERY 5S FOR THE NEXT 30S.

	[image: satisfying_salad-genshin-wiki-guide]
SATISFYING SALAD
	2
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 6~12% FOR 300S.

	[image: sauteed_matsutake-genshin-wiki-guide]
SAUTEED MATSUTAKE
	3
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' ATK BY 211-301 FOR 300S.

	[image: squirrel_fish-genshin-wiki-guide]
SQUIRREL FISH
	3
	RESTORES 30~34% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 850~2,700 HP TO THE SELECTED CHARACTER.

	[image: steak-genshin-wiki-guide]
STEAK
	1
	REVIVES THE SELECTED CHARACTER. RESTORES 50~150 HP.

	[image: sticky_honey_roast-genshin-wiki-guide]
STICKY HONEY ROAST
	3
	DECREASES STAMINA DEPLETED BY SPRINTING AND CLIMBING FOR ALL PARTY MEMBERS BY 20~35% FOR 900S.

	[image: sunsettia-genshin-wiki-guide]
SUNSETTIA
	1
	RESTORES 300 HP

	[image: sweet_madame-genshin-wiki-guide]
SWEET MADAME
	2
	RESTORES 20~24% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 900-1,600 HP.

	[image: tea_break_pancake-genshin-wiki-guide]
TEA BREAK PANCAKE
	2
	REVIVES THE SELECTED CHARACTER. RESTORES 250~550 HP.

	[image: teyvat_fried_egg-genshin-wiki-guide]
TEYVAT FRIED EGG
	1
	REVIVES THE SELECTED CHARACTER. RESTORES 50-150 HP.

	[image: zhongyuan_chop_suey-genshin-wiki-guide]
ZHONGYUAN CHOP SUEY
	3
	DECREASES STAMINA DEPLETED BY SPRINTING AND CLIMBING FOR ALL PARTY MEMBERS BY 20~35% FOR 900S.


 
 
	NAME & ICON
	RARITY
	EFFECTS
	CHARACTER

	[image: once_upon_a_time_in_mondstad]
"ONCE UPON A TIME IN MONDSTADT"
	3
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' CRIT RATE BY 20% AND CRIT DMG BY 20% FOR 300S.
	DILUC

	[image: blessed_symphony-genshin-wiki-guide]
BLESSED SYMPHONY
	3
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' PHYSICAL DMG BY 60% FOR 300S.
	FISCHL

	[image: caelum_terra_mora_meat-genshin-wiki-guide]
CAELUM TERRA MORA MEAT
	2
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 20% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 550 HP.
	NINGGUANG

	[image: countryside_delicacy-genshin-wiki-guide]
COUNTRYSIDE DELICACY
	3
	RESTORES 34% OF MAX HP TO ALL PARTY MEMBERS AND REGENERATES 1,410 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.
	XINGQIU

	[image: crispy_teyvat_egg-genshin-wiki-guide]
CRISPY TEYVAT EGG
	1
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 10% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 150 HP.
	BENNETT

	[image: fishy_toast-genshin-wiki-guide]
FISHY TOAST
	2
	INCREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' DEF BY 141 FOR 300S.
	KLEE

	[image: fruity_skewers-genshin-wiki-guide]
FRUITY SKEWERS
	1
	RESTORES 16% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 1,200 HP.
	KAEYA

	[image: invigorating_pizza-genshin-wiki-guide]
INVIGORATING PIZZA
	3
	RESTORES 34% OF MAX HP TO ALL PARTY MEMBERS AND REGENERATES 1410 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.
	JEAN

	[image: lighter-than-air_pancake-genshin-wiki-guide]
LIGHTER-THAN-AIR PANCAKE
	2
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 20% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 550 HP.
	NOELLE

	[image: mysterious_bolognese-genshin-wiki-guide]
MYSTERIOUS BOLOGNESE
	2
	RESTORES 26% OF MAX HP TO ALL PARTY MEMBERS AND REGENERATES 590 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.
	LISA

	[image: outriders_champion_steak-genshin-wiki-guide]
OUTRIDER'S CHAMPION STEAK!
	1
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 10% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 150 HP.
	AMBER

	[image: puppy-paw_hash_brown-genshin-wiki-guide]
PUPPY-PAW HASH BROWN
	3
	RESTORES 40% OF MAX HP AND AN ADDITIONAL 3,350 HP.
	RAZOR

	[image: sauteed_meat_slices-genshin-wiki-guide]
SAUTEED MEAT SLICES
	1
	REVIVES A CHARACTER AND RESTORES 10% OF MAX HP, THEN RESTORES AN ADDITIONAL 150 HP.
	BEIDOU

	[image: spicy_stew-genshin-wiki-guide]
SPICY STEW
	2
	DECREASES STAMINA DEPLETED BY SPRINTING FOR ALL PARTY MEMBERS BY 35% FOR 1800S.
	BARBARA

	[image: true_barbatos_ratatouille-genshin-wiki-guide]
TRUE BARBATOS RATATOUILLE
	3
	DECREASES ALL PARTY MEMBERS' GLIDING AND SPRINTING STAMINA CONSUMPTION BY 35% FOR 1800S.
	VENTI

	[image: wanmin_restaurant_boiled_fish-genshin-wiki-guide]
WANMIN RESTAURANT'S BOILED FISH
	3
	RESTORES 34% OF MAX HP TO ALL PARTY MEMBERS AND REGENERATES 1410 HP EVERY 5S FOR 30S.
	XIANGLING


 
	NAME
	DESCRIPTION
	SOURCE
	USAGE

	ALMOND
	A SEED WITH A PECULIAR FRAGRANCE THAT GIVES FOOD A REFRESHING TASTE.
	· SOLD BY LIYUE GENERAL GOODS
	 

	BACON
	SMOKED STRIPS OF PORK. WITH JUST ENOUGH FAT, BUT NOT TOO GREASY.
	· SOLD BY GOOD HUNTER
· RAW MEAT X2
SALT X2
	· BLESSED SYMPHONY
· COLD CUT PLATTER

	BERRY
	SMALL BRIGHTLY-COLORED FRUIT. CAN BE FOUND ALL OVER.
	· FOUND NEAR GRASSY AREAS.
	· JAM
· LIGHTER-THAN-AIR PANCAKE
· TEA BREAK PANCAKE

	BIRD EGG
	AN INCREDIBLY VERSATILE INGREDIENT WITH ALL OF YOUR DAILY PROTEIN NEEDS.
	· CAN BE FOUND IN SECLUDED AREAS, NAMELY TREES, TOP OF MOUNTAINS, AND NEAR THE TOP OF STRUCTURES.
	· CRISPY TEYVAT EGG
· LIGHTER-THAN-AIR PANCAKE
· LOTUS SEED AND BIRD EGG SOUP
· SATISFYING SALAD
· TEA BREAK PANCAKE
· TEYVAT FRIED EGG

	BUTTER
	A DAIRY PRODUCT MADE FROM MILK. AN ESSENTIAL INGREDIENT IN MAKING PASTRIES, AMONG OTHER THINGS. MILK MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO BUTTER.
	· SOLD BY GOOD HUNTER
· MILK X2
	 
· SAUTEED MATSUTAKE

	CABBAGE
	A LAYERED, LEAFY VEGETABLE. SAID TO HAVE ORIGINALLY BEEN AN ORNAMENTAL PLANT, IT CERTAINLY LOOKS GREAT IN THE POT.
	· FOUND IN THE WILD
	· INVIGORATING PIZZA
· JADE PARCEL
· MUSHROOM PIZZA
· NORTHERN SMOKED CHICKEN
· QINGCE STIR FRY
· SATISFYING SALAD

	CARROT
	
A HEALTHY AND NUTRITIOUS VEGETABLE THAT IS CRUNCHY AND SWEET TO THE TASTE. EASY TO GROW AND HARVEST.
	· FOUND IN THE WILD
	· BARBATOS RATATOUILLE
· COUNTRYSIDE DELICACY
· CRYSTAL SHRIMP
· STICKY HONEY ROAST
· TRUE BARBATOS RATATOUILLE

	CHEESE
	MADE FROM FERMENTED MILK. WITH HIGH ENERGY AND LIMITLESS POSSIBILITIES, IT'S USED IN A WIDE RANGE OF DISHES. MILK MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO CHEESE.
	· SOLD BY GOOD HUNTER
· MILK X3
	· "ONCE UPON A TIME IN MONDSTADT"
· INVIGORATING PIZZA
· MUSHROOM PIZZA
· PILE 'EM UP

	CRAB
	
A SHELLED CREATURE THAT LIVES NEAR THE OCEAN. ITS FLAKY, DELICIOUS MEAT CAN EASILY BE MADE INTO TASTY DISHES.
	· FOUND NEAR LAKES, RIVERBANKS, AND BEACHES
	· ADEPTUS' TEMPTATION
· CALLA LILY SEAFOOD SOUP
· CRAB ROE

	CRAB ROE
	A DELICACY SPECIFIC TO FEMALE CRABS. A RARE AND PRIZED INGREDIENT THAT ISN'T QUITE TO EVERYONE'S TASTE.
	· SOLD BY GOOD HUNTER
· CRAB X4
	 

	CREAM
	AN EXTRACT FROM MILK. WITH THE APPROPRIATE APPLICATION, IT CAN BRING RICH AROMAS TO EVEN THE MOST BASIC INGREDIENTS. MILK MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO CREAM.
	· SOLD BY GOOD HUNTER
· MILK X1
	· CREAM STEW
· SPICY STEW

	FISH
	A SPICY PLANT NATIVE TO LIYUE. MERELY SMELLING IT MAKES ONE HOT AND THIRSTY.
	· FOUND NEAR BODIES OF WATER.
	· BLACK-BACK PERCH STEW
· COME AND GET IT
· GRILLED TIGER FISH
· MONDSTADT GRILLED FISH
· SQUIRREL FISH
· WANMIN RESTAURANT'S BOILED FISH
· ZHONGYUAN CHOP SUEY

	FLOUR
	A POWDER GROUND FROM WHEAT. NO MATTER WHAT IT GOES INTO IT BRINGS A SENSE OF SATISFACTION TO THE DINER. WHEAT MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO FLOUR.
	· SOLD BY GOOD HUNTER
· SOLD BY WANMIN RESTAURANT
· WHEAT X1
	· CAELUM TERRA MORA MEAT
· FISHERMAN'S TOAST
· FISHY TOAST
· FLAMING RED BOLOGNESE
· FRIED RADISH BALLS
· INVIGORATING PIZZA
· LIGHTER-THAN-AIR PANCAKE
· MORA MEAT
· MUSHROOM PIZZA
· MYSTERIOUS BOLOGNESE
· SAUTEED MATSUTAKE
· SQUIRREL FISH
· TEA BREAK PANCAKE
· ZHONGYUAN CHOP SUEY

	FOWL
	A FRESH BIRD. HANDLED CORRECTLY IT CAN MAKE A HEARTY MEAL.
	· FOUND IN THE WILD
	· CHICKEN-MUSHROOM SKEWER 
· FRUITY SKEWERS
· JUEYUN CHILI CHICKEN
· SMOKED FOWL
· SWEET MADAME

	HAM
	
SMOKED LEG MEAT. EVEN THE THINNEST SLICE CAN BRING ON A MOUTHFUL OF TASTE. MEAT MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO HAM.
	· SOLD BY GOOD HUNTER
· RAW MEAT X2
SALT X1
	· ADEPTUS' TEMPTATION
· BLESSED SYMPHONY
· COLD CUT PLATTER
· JADE PARCEL

	JAM
	A PUREE MADE FROM FRUIT AND SUGAR. EVEN A LITTLE BIT CAN EASILY WAKE UP DROWSY TASTE BUDS. APPLES AND BERRIES MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO JAM.
	· SOLD BY GOOD HUNTER
· SUNSETTIA X3
BERRY X2
SUGAR X1
	· MONDSTADT HASH BROWN
· PUPPY-PAW HASH BROWN
· SUGAR

	LOTUS HEAD
	AN AQUATIC PLANT NATIVE TO LIYUE THAT GROWS AND BLOOMS IN PAIRS. ONE IS FRAGRANT, AND THE OTHER BITTER. IT'S SAID TO MAKE A GOOD HERBAL MEDICINE.
	· FOUND NEAR LAKES AND RIVER BANKS
	· DESICCANT POTION
· JADE PARCEL
· JEWELRY SOUP
· LOTUS SEED AND BIRD EGG SOUP
· QINGCE STIR FRY
· STREAMING ESSENTIAL OIL

	MATSUTAKE
	A RARE FUNGUS THAT GENERALLY GROWS ON OR NEAR PINE TREES. ITS DELICATE AROMA GIVES AWAY ITS LOCATION.
	 
· FOUND IN THE WILD
	· ADEPTUS' TEMPTATION
· MATSUTAKE MEAT ROLL
· SAUTEED MATSUTAKE

	MILK
	SWEET AND FRAGRANT COW'S MILK. DON'T WASTE A SINGLE DROP, NOT EVEN THAT ONE ROLLING DOWN YOUR CHIN.
	· SOLD AT GENERAL GOODS SHOPS
	· BUTTER
· CHEESE
· CREAM
· FISHERMAN'S TOAST
· FISHY TOAST

	MINT
	A REFRESHINGLY COOL INGREDIENT. THE COOL, FRESH FLAVOR CAN CUT THROUGH THE HEAT OF MANY DISHES.
	· FOUND IN THE WILD
· SOLD BY CHLORIS
	· BLESSED SYMPHONY
· CALLA LILY SEAFOOD SOUP
· COLD CUT PLATTER
· RADISH VEGGIE SOUP

	MUSHROOM
	HARDY COMMON FUNGI. CAN GROW ANYWHERE WITH THE RIGHT AMOUNT OF SHADE AND MOISTURE.
	· FOUND IN THE WILD, GENERALLY RESIDING IN GRASSY AREAS.
	· CHICKEN-MUSHROOM SKEWER
· FRUITY SKEWERS
· INVIGORATING PIZZA
· MUSHROOM PIZZA
· QINGCE STIR FRY

	ONION
	A SPHERICAL VEGETABLE. AS VENGEANCE FOR CUTTING IT, IT WILL MAKE YOU CRY, NO MATTER HOW BRAVE YOU ARE.
	· SOLD BY MONDSTADT GENERAL GOODS
· SOLD BY LIYUE GENERAL GOODS
	· BARBATOS RATATOUILLE
· FISHERMAN'S TOAST
· FISHY TOAST
· NORTHERN SMOKED CHICKEN
· TRUE BARBATOS RATATOUILLE

	PEPPER
	PEPPERY. CUTS THROUGH OILY FLAVORS AND EXCITES THE TASTE BUDS. GOES BEST ON MEAT.
	· SOLD BY GOOD HUNTER
	· FRIED RADISH BALLS
· GRILLED TIGER FISH
· JUEYUN CHILI CHICKEN
· MONDSTADT GRILLED FISH

	PINECONE
	FILLED WITH OIL-RICH SEEDS. CERTAINLY WON'T BE GROWING INTO A TREE FROM INSIDE A SQUIRREL'S STOMACH.
	· FOUND IN THE WILD
	· MONDSTADT HASH BROWN
· PUPPY-PAW HASH BROWN
· SAUTEED MATSUTAKE

	POTATO
	A CHUNKY VEGETABLE. A GIFT FROM THE EARTH THAT YOU NEVER TIRE OF WITH ITS MULTITUDE OF COOKING METHODS.
	· FOUND IN THE WILD
	· "ONCE UPON A TIME IN MONDSTADT" 
· BARBATOS RATATOUILLE
· GOLDEN SHRIMP BALLS
· MONDSTADT HASH BROWN
· PILE 'EM UP
· PUPPY-PAW HASH BROWN
· SATISFYING SALAD
· TRUE BARBATOS RATATOUILLE

	RADISH
	RICH IN FIBER AND NUTRIENTS. EASY TO GROW AND HARVEST.
	· FOUND IN THE WILD
	· FRIED RADISH BALLS
· RADISH VEGGIE SOUP

	RAW MEAT
	
A FRESH CHUNK OF MEAT. HANDLED PROPERLY IT CAN BE USED TO MAKE DELICIOUS FOOD.
	· FOUND IN THE WILD
	· "ONCE UPON A TIME IN MONDSTADT"
· BACON
· CAELUM TERRA MORA MEAT
· CHICKEN STIR-FRY
· COME AND GET IT
· CREAM STEW
· FLAMING RED BOLOGNESE
· HAM
· MATSUTAKE MEAT ROLL
· MORA MEAT
· MYSTERIOUS BOLOGNESE
· OUTRIDER'S CHAMPION STEAK!
· PILE 'EM UP
· SAUSAGE
· SAUTEED MEAT SLICES
· SPICY STEW
· STEAK
· STICKY HONEY ROAST
· ZHONGYUAN CHOP SUEY

	RICE
	
A GRAIN CROP COMMONLY FOUND IN TEYVAT. PEOPLE OF ALL WALKS OF LIFE ENJOY ITS DISTANCE GRAINY TEXTURE. AS THE SAYING GOES, "THE SAME KIND OF RICE CAN FEED ONE HUNDRED KINDS OF PEOPLE."
	· SOLD BY LIYUE GENERAL GOODS
	· COME AND GET IT
· COUNTRYSIDE DELICACY
· CRYSTAL SHRIMP

	SALT
	A SAVORY SEASONING. A PRECISE BUT ADEQUATE AMOUNT WILL ELEVATE THE QUALITY OF THE CUISINE.
	· SOLD BY GOOD HUNTER
	· BACON
· BLACK-BACK PERCH STEW
· HAM
· SMOKED FOWL
· WANMIN RESTAURANT'S BOILED FISH
· ZHONGYUAN CHOP SUEY

	SAUSAGE
	FINELY MINCED MEAT WRAPPED IN A SKIN. A STAPLE OF EVERY MEAT LOVER'S DAILY DIET.
MEAT MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO SAUSAGES.
	· SOLD BY GOOD HUNTER
· SOLD BY WANMIN RESTAURANT
· RAW MEAT X3
	· BLESSED SYMPHONY
· COLD CUT PLATTER

	SHRIMP MEAT
	A WHOLE PIECE OF DEEP SEA SHRIMP MEAT, FULL OF NUTRIENTS AND BURSTING WITH DELICIOUS FLAVOR.
	· SOLD BY LIYUE GENERAL GOODS
	· ADEPTUS' TEMPTATION
· COUNTRYSIDE DELICACY
· CRYSTAL SHRIMP
· GOLDEN SHRIMP BALLS

	SMOKED FOWL
	FOWL THAT HAS BEEN SMOKED. THE FIRM TEXTURE GIVES NEW TASTE TO DISHES.
FOWL MUST BE PROCESSED FIRST TO BE MADE INTO SMOKED FOWL.
	· SOLD BY GOOD HUNTER
· FOWL X3
SALT X1
	· NORTHERN SMOKED CHICKEN

	SNAPDRAGON
	CAN BE EATEN ONCE COOKED. AS A SPICE IT CAN BRING WONDERFUL FLAVOR TO DISHES.
	· SOLD BY CHLORIS
· FOUND IN THE WILD
	· CREAM STEW
· JEWELRY SOUP
· SPICY STEW

	SUGAR
	A SEASONING DERIVED FROM SWEET FLOWERS. HAS THE POWER TO GIVE BOTH ENERGY AND HAPPINESS.
CAN BE PURCHASED FROM THE MERCHANTS IN THE CITY, OR MADE WITH SWEET FLOWERS.
	· SOLD BY GOOD HUNTER
· SOLD BY WANMIN RESTAURANT
· SWEET FLOWER X2
	· JAM
· LOTUS SEED AND BIRD EGG SOUP
· SQUIRREL FISH
· STICKY HONEY ROAST

	SWEET FLOWER
	
PARTICULARLY FRAGRANT FLOWERS. THEN CAN BE FOUND EASILY, EVEN IN THE DARK. JUST FOLLOW THE SCENT.
	· FOUND IN THE WILD
	· SUGAR
· SWEET MADAME

	TOFU
	FRESHLY MADE BEAN PRODUCT THAT HAS A SILKY-SMOOTH TENDER TEXTURE.
	· SOLD BY LIYUE GENERAL GOODS
	· COME AND GET IT
· JEWELRY SOUP

	TOMATO
	A BRIGHT RED INGREDIENT THAT GIVES A TANGY KICK. YES, THE 'FRUIT OR VEGETABLE' DEBATE IS STILL GOING…
	· FOUND IN THE WILD
· SOLD BY GOOD HUNTER
	· FISHERMAN'S TOAST
· FISHY TOAST
· FLAMING RED BOLOGNESE
· MYSTERIOUS BOLOGNESE
· SQUIRREL FISH

	WHEAT
	GOLDEN SUN-KISSED TASSELS. NEEDS TO BE GROUND DOWN TO FLOUR FOR FURTHER USE.
	· FOUND IN THE WILD
	· FLOUR
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	GENSHIN IMPACT STATS & ATTRIBUTES
HEALTH
HEALTH DETERMINES THE AMOUNT OF DAMAGE THE PLAYER'S CHARACTER/S CAN WITHSTAND BEFORE BEING KNOCKED OUT. HEALTH CAN BE RECOVERED BY USING CONSUMABLES, TRIGGERING A TALENT THAT CAN REPLENISH HP, OR BY INTERACTING WITH A STATUE OF THE SEVEN.
ATTACK
ATTACK OR ATK AS SHOWN IN-GAME CALCULATES THE AMOUNT OF DAMAGE THE PLAYER'S CHARACTER/S CAN INFLICT AGAINST HOSTILE CHARACTERS OR ENEMIES. ALL FORMS OF DAMAGE CALCULATION EXCEPT SPECIFIC ELEMENTAL REACTIONS SCALES LINEARLY WITH ATK.
DEFENSE
DEFENSE OR DEF AS INDICATED IN-GAME DETERMINES HOW MUCH DAMAGE IS REDUCED FROM INCOMING HOSTILE ENEMY ATTACKS. THE BETTER YOUR DEFENSE, THE LESS DAMAGE YOU TAKE FROM ATTACKS. DEFENSE CAN BE INCREASED BY RAISING YOUR CHARACTER LEVEL, OR EQUIPPING ARTIFACTS OR WEAPONS THAT PROVIDE DEFENSE OR DEFENSE % INCREASE, AS WELL AS CONSUMING CERTAIN FOOD. ON THE OTHER HAND, OTHER CHARACTERS LIKE NOELLE CAN TRIGGER CERTAIN TALENTS THAT CAN TEMPORARILY BOOST THE TEAM'S DEF.
ELEMENTAL MASTERY
ELEMENTAL MASTERY DISTINGUISHES HOW POWERFUL ELEMENTAL REACTIONS ARE TRIGGERED BY THE VARIOUS PLAYABLE CHARACTERS. THE FOLLOWING ELEMENTAL REACTIONS ARE VAPORIZE, MELT, OVERLOADED, SUPERCONDUCT, ELECTRO-CHARGED, SHATTERED, SWIRL, AND CRYSTALLIZE. THE ATTRIBUTE CAN BE INCREASED BY EQUIPPING ARTIFACTS OR WEAPONS THAT PROVIDE A BONUS TO ELEMENTAL MASTERY OR BY TRIGGERING CERTAIN TALENTS, UNLOCKING CONSTELLATIONS, OR BY SIMPLY CONSUMING SOME FOOD.
STAMINA
STAMINA IS A MEASURE OF HOW MUCH PHYSICAL EXERTION YOUR CHARACTER CAN EXPEND BEFORE NEEDING TO REST. STAMINA IS CONSUMED BY EXECUTING THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS: PERFORMING HEAVY ATTACKS, DODGING, SPRINTING, CLIMBING, AND GLIDING. STAMINA GRADUALLY REPLENISHES WHEN THE PLAYER'S CHARACTER STOPS FOR A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME. STAMINA CAN BE TEMPORARILY BOOSTED BY CONSUMING CERTAIN FOOD OR BY HAVING CERTAIN CHARACTERS IN YOUR ACTIVE PARTY THAT DECREASES THE CONSUMPTION OF STAMINA FOR CERTAIN ACTIONS WITH THE USE OF THE CHARACTER'S PASSIVE TALENT.
CRITICAL RATE
CRITICAL RATE OR CRIT RATE THAT IS FEATURED IN THE GAME (WHICH IS PRESENTED IN %) INDICATES HOW LIKELY IT IS THAT AN ATTACK WILL HIT CRITICALLY AND DEAL BONUS CRITICAL DAMAGE. CRIT RATE CAN BE INCREASED BY EQUIPPING ARTIFACTS OR WEAPONS THAT PROVIDE AN INCREASE TO CRIT RATE. THE DEFAULT CRIT CHANCE IS 5%.
CRITICAL DAMAGE
CRITICAL DAMAGE OR CRIT DMG FOR SHORT DETERMINES HOW MUCH BONUS DAMAGE YOUR CHARACTER DOES WHEN AN ATTACK HITS CRITICALLY. CRIT DAMAGE CAN BE INCREASED BY EQUIPPING ARTIFACTS AND WEAPONS THAT PROVIDE A BONUS TO IT. SOME CHARACTERS CRIT DMG ALSO SCALE AND INCREASE AS THEIR LEVEL INCREASES, CHARACTERS SUCH AS KEQING.
HEALING BONUS
HEALING BONUS INDICATES THE BONUS AMOUNT OF RECOVERING HP TOWARDS ONE'S SELF OR TO THE TEAM. HEALING BONUS CAN BE FURTHER INCREASED BY EQUIPPING ARTIFACTS AND WEAPONS, CONSUMING SOME FOOD, OR IN SOME CASES, AS THE CHARACTER'S LEVEL INCREASES.
INCOMING HEALING BONUS
INCOMING HEALING BONUS, EXPRESSED AS A PERCENTAGE, DETERMINES THE BONUS TO INCOMING HEALING DIRECTED AT THE CHARACTER.
ENERGY RECHARGE
ENERGY RECHARGE IS THE PERCENTAGE INCREASE OF ENERGY REGENERATED BY EACH ELEMENTAL PARTICLE AND ELEMENTAL ORB THAT IS ABSORBED.
COOLDOWN REDUCTION
REDUCE CD, COMMONLY KNOWN AS COOLDOWN REDUCTION, IS A PERCENTAGE DECREASE ON THE COOLDOWNS AFTER USING YOUR ELEMENTAL SKILL OR ELEMENTAL BURST BEFORE YOU CAN USE THEM AGAIN.
MOVEMENT SPEED
MOVEMENT SPEED OR BETTER KNOWN AS SPD DETERMINES HOW MUCH FASTER YOUR CHARACTER MOVES IN RELATION TO THEIR NORMAL MOVEMENT SPEED.
ATTACK SPEED
ATTACK SPEED, ABBREVIATED AS ATK SPD IN GAME, DETERMINES HOW MUCH FASTER YOUR CHARACTER CAN ATTACK COMPARED TO NORMAL.
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MARJORIE
[image: marjorie npc genshin impact wiki guide]
OWNER, WITH WIND COMES GLORY
 
XINGXI
[image: xingxi npc genshin impact wiki guide]
OWNER, MINGXING JEWELRY
 
MIKOSHI GENICHIROU
[image: mikoshi genichirou npc genshin impact wiki guide]
OWNER OF NETSUKE NO GEN CRAFTS
 
BLANCHE
[image: blanche npc genshin impact wiki guide]
SHOPKEEPER, MONDSTADT GENERAL GOODS
 
DONGSHENG
[image: dongsheng npc genshin impact wiki guide]
OWNER, SECOND LIFE
 
AOI
[image: aoi npc genshin impact wiki guide]
OWNER OF TSUKUMOMONO GROCERIES
 
SARA
[image: sara npc genshin impact wiki guide]
WAITRESS, GOOD HUNTER
 
CHEF MAO
[image: chef mao npc genshin impact wiki guide]
BOSS, WANMIN RESTAURANT
 
SHIMURA KANBEI
[image: shimura kanbei npc genshin impact wiki guide]
OWNER OF SHIMURA'S
 
WAGNER
[image: wagner npc genshin impact wiki guide]
BLACKSMITH
 
SCHULZ
[image: schulz npc genshin impact wiki guide]
SMITH'S APPRENTICE
 
MASTER ZHANG
[image: master zhang npc genshin impact wiki guide]
BLACKSMITH, HANFENG'S IRONMONGERS
 
HAJIME
[image: hajime npc genshin impact wiki guide]
AMENOMA TOUGO'S DISCIPLE
 
HERTHA
[image: hertha npc genshin impact wiki guide]
COORDINATOR, KNIGHTS OF FAVONIUS
 
MS. YU
[image: miss yu npc genshin impact wiki guide]
SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF CIVIL AFFAIRS
 
MADARAME HYAKUBEI
[image: madarame hyakubei npc genshin impact wiki guide]
YASHIRO COMMISSION REPRESENTATIVE
 
NANTUCK
[image: nantuck npc genshin impact wiki guide]
MONDSTADT ANGLER
 
JIAWEI
[image: jiawei npc genshin impact wiki guide]
LIYUE ANGLER
 
KUJIRAI MOMIJI
[image: kujirai momiji npc genshin impact wiki guide]
INAZUMAN ANGLER
 
DAVY
[image: davy npc genshin impact wiki guide]
BARD
 
DOOLAN
[image: doolan npc genshin impact wiki guide]
COMPANION
 
DRAFF
[image: draff npc genshin impact wiki guide]
HEAD OF THE HUNTERS
 
IRON SHOULDER
[image: iron shoulder npc genshin impact wiki guide]
WORKER, BLACKCLIFF FORGE
 
PAN GUAN'ER
[image: pan guaner npc genshin impact wiki guide]
LUMBERJACK
 
SHIZHUANG THE STRONG
[image: shizhuang the strong npc genshin impact wiki guide]
MINE CREW LEADER
 
IKUHARA GAI
[image: ikuhara gai npc genshin impact wiki guide]
BLACKSMITH
 
KAGAWA
[image: kagawa npc genshin impact wiki guide]
SANGONOMIYA SAMURAI
 
MIYAZAKI SABUROU
[image: miyazaki saburou npc genshin impact wiki guide]
BLACKSMITH
 
QIUYUE
[image: qiuyue npc genshin impact wiki guide]
CHUYU TRADING COMPANY BRANCH MANAGER
 
GYGAX
[image: gygax npc genshin impact wiki guide]
WINDTRACE
 
HOSSEINI
[image: hosseini npc genshin impact wiki guide]
RESEARCHER
 
JI TONG
[image: ji tong npc genshin impact wiki guide]
MERCHANT
 
KOMAKATA
[image: komakata npc genshin impact wiki guide]
THEATER MECHANICUS REPRESENTATIVE
 
LIBEN
[image: liben npc genshin impact wiki guide]
MARVELOUS MERCHANDISE
 
LINYANG
[image: linyang npc genshin impact wiki guide]
MOONLIGHT MERRIMENT
 
LIZZIE
[image: lizzie npc genshin impact wiki guide]
KNIGHTS OF FAVONIUS
 
RUIJIN
[image: ruijin npc genshin impact wiki guide]
DESIGNER, THEATER MECHANICUS
 
SAKUYA
[image: sakuya npc genshin impact wiki guide]
FLORIST
 
ULMAN
[image: ulman npc genshin impact wiki guide]
FORMER FRIEND OF SEELIE
 
ZHIPING
[image: zhiping npc genshin impact wiki guide]
INVESTIGATOR, ADVENTURERS' GUILD
 
CLOUD RETAINER
[image: cloud retainer npc genshin impact wiki guide]
ADEPTUS
 
MADAME PING
[image: madame ping npc genshin impact wiki guide]
STREETWARD RAMBLER
 
MOON CARVER
[image: moon carver npc genshin impact wiki guide]
ADEPTUS
 
MOUNTAIN SHAPER
[image: mountain shaper npc genshin impact wiki guide]
ADEPTUS
 
PAIMON
[image: paimon npc genshin impact wiki guide]
FAIRY COMPANION
 
SCARAMOUCHE
[image: scaramouche npc genshin impact wiki guide]
BALLADEER
 
THE UNKNOWN GOD
[image: the sustainer of heavenly principles npc genshin impact wiki guide]
SUSTAINER OF HEAVENLY PRINCIPLES
TEPPEI
[image: teppei npc genshin impact wiki guide]
SANGONOMIYA SAMURAI
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	OBTAIN THE POWER OF GEO.
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	CONTINENTAL EXPLORER: MONDSTADT
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	BRUSH OF A THOUSAND WINDS
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	UNLOCK ALL TELEPORT WAYPOINTS IN MONSDTADT (21 TOTAL).
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	UPGRADE THE STATUES OF THE SEVEN IN MONDSTADT TO THEIR MAXIMUM LEVEL.
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	SANCTUARY PILGRIM: MONDSTADT
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	UNLOCK ALL THE SHRINES OF DEPTHS IN MONDSTADT. (10 TOTAL)
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	GUIDING WIND
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	FOLLOW 10/20/40 SEELIE IN MONDSTADT TO THEIR SEELIE GARDENS.
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	WIND-CHASING TREASURE HUNTER
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	OPEN 100/200/400 CHESTS IN MONDSTADT
	5/10/20

	WIND-CHASING ADVENTURER
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	COMPLETE 5/10/15 OPEN WORLD MECHANISM-ACTIVATED TIME TRIAL CHALLENGES IN MONDSTADT.
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	CONTINENTAL EXPLORER: LIYUE
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	LIGHT UP THE ENTIRE LIYUE MAP.
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	SURVEYOR OF STONE
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	UNLOCK ALL TELEPORT WAYPOINTS IN LIYUE (40 TOTAL)
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	UPGRADE THE STATUES OF THE SEVEN IN LIYUE TO THEIR MAXIMUM LEVEL
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	UNLOCK ALL THE SHRINES OF DEPTHS IN LIYUE (10 TOTAL)
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	COMPLETE 10/20/? OPEN WORLD MECHANISM-ACTIVATED TIME TRIAL CHALLENGES IN LIYUE.
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	KEEP AN ENEMY FROZEN FOR OVER 10S (X1/5/10).
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	EARTH, WIND, AND FIRE
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	TRIGGER CRYO, HYDRO, PYRO, AND ELECTRO SWIRL REACTIONS AT LEAST ONCE EACH WITHIN 2S (X1/?/?).
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	[image: ]
	FREEZE 4 ENEMIES WITHIN 2S (X1/5/10).
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	PERFORMANCE MAY DECLINE IN LOW TEMPERATURES
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	A LITTLE LESS SHOCKING THAN LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT
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	NOTHING SPECIAL, JUST PRACTICE
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	HIT AN EAGLE MID-FLIGHT WITH YOUR BOW.
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	DEADEYE ****
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	STRIKE AN ENEMY'S WEAK POINT FROM AFAR WITH AN AIMED SHOT.
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	DER FREISCHÜTZ
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	STRIKE AN ENEMY'S WEAK POINT FROM EXTREMELY FAR AWAY WITH AN AIMED SHOT.
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	FULL METAL WHAT NOW?
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	SHATTER THE GEO CRYSTAL SHIELD OF A LARGE GEO SLIME.
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	ARE PLASMA GLOBES STILL IN FASHION?
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	BREK AN ELECTRO CICIN MAGE'S SHIELD.
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	RHYTHM TENGOKU
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	STOP AN ABYSS MAGE FROM REGENERATING ITS SHIELD.
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	BLAZING DADAUPA
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	SET A WOODEN SHIELD MITACHURL'S SHIELD ON FIRE.
	5

	DOWN WE GO
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	CLEAR FLOOR 4/?/? OF THE SPIRAL ABYSS.
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	[image: ]
	COMPLETE SPIRAL ABYSS 2-3/?/? WITHOUT TAKING ANY DMG.
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	MY PRECIOUS
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	COMPLETE SPIRAL ABYSS 2-2 WITH AN UNDAMAGED LEY LINE MONOLITH.
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	STARDUST CRUSADER
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	OBTAIN ALL ABYSSAL STARS IN THE SPIRAL ABYSS.
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	...ODOMU?
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	SUCCESSFULLY CONDUCT CULTURAL EXCHANGE WITH THE HILICHURLS IN "LANGUAGE EXCHANGE."
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	YO DALA?
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	SUCCESSFULLY CONDUCT CULTURAL EXCHANGE WITH THE HILICHURLS IN "POETRY EXCHANGE."
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	PERFECTIONIST
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	COMPLETE ALL OF TSAREVICH'S COMMISSIONS FLAWLESSLY IN "RELIABLE HELPER."
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	TELLING IT HOW IT IS
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	GATHER INTELLIGENCE CONCERNING SNEZHNAYA IN "TALES OF WINTER."
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	GEO ARCHON ANECDOTES
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	COLLECT ALL THE STORIES ABOUT REX LAPIS IN THE "GEO TRAVEL DIARY."
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	FINISH LISTENING TO THE TALE OF THE RING OF RAINING BLADES IN "CLIFFHANGER."
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	ONCE UPON A TIME...
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	FINISH LISTENING TO THE TALE OF THE WRATH OF HAISHAN IN "CLIFFHANGER."
	5

	YOU CAME, YOU SAW, WE CO-OPED
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	COMPLETE DOMAINS TOGETHER WITH OTHER PLAYERS 5/20/50 TIMES
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	I CAME, I SAW, I CONQUERED
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	COLLECT 5/20/50 REGIONAL SPECIALTIES IN ANOTHER PLAYER'S WORLD.
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	THAT'S ONE BIG CRYSTALFLY
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	DEFEAT AN ANEMO HYPOSTASIS IN CO-OP MODE.
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	...AND STILL SMILING!
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	DEFEAT AN ELECTRO HYPOSTASIS IN CO-OP MODE.
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	YOU HAVE TO HIT THE PILLARS
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	DEFEAT A GEO HYPOSTASIS IN CO-OP MODE.
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	JUST ME AND YOU, THE SKY SO BLUE, AND ALMOST GETTING KILLED BY A CRYO REGISVINE
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	DEFEAT A CRYO REGISVINE IN CO-OP MODE.
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	THIS IS FINE
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	DEFEAT A PYRO REGISVINE IN CO-OP MODE.
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	A FISH CALLED RHODEIA
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	DEFEAT AN OCEANID IN CO-OP MODE.
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	WOLF PACT
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	DEFEAT THE KING OF WOLVENDOM IN CO-OP MODE.
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	OVERLOOKING VIEW
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	REACH THE VERY TOP OF QINGYUN PEAK.
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	"SEEDS OF STORIES, BROUGHT BY THE WIND..."
	[image: ]
	REACH THE NAMELESS ISLAND NORTHEAST OF MONDSTADT.
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	INITIATING WARP DRIVE!
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	PASS THROUGH THE TIME TUNNEL IN THE SKIES OF CAPE OATH.
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	REACH THE TOP OF THE TOWER IN STORMTERROR'S LAIR.
	5

	UNSWERVING
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	OPEN THE CHEST IN THE MIDDLE OF THE HEART-SHAPED ROCK FORMATION IN CO-OP MODE. REQUIRES TWO PLAYERS TO STAND IN THE HEART FOR THE CHEST TO SPAWN.
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	BELOVED OF THE ANEMO ARCHON
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	TAKE A SEAT IN THE HANDS OF THE GOD STATUE IN MONDSTADT.
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	THE BEST SWORD IN THE CEMETERY
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	UNLOCK THE TRI-SEAL OF THE SWORD CEMETERY. COMPLETE "BREAK THE SWORD CEMETERY SEAL".
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	HIDDEN PALACE OF GUIZANG FORMULA
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	FOLLOW IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF IMMORTALS, AND UNLOCK THE DOMAIN'S DOOR.
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	CECILIA GARDEN
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	HIDDEN PALACE OF ZHOU FORMULA
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	FOLLOW THE SEELIE AND LIGHT THE TORCHES TO UNLOCK THE ENTRANCE TO A DOMAIN IN WUWANG HILL.
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	"IF YOU PUT YOUR HEART INTO IT..."
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	COOK 1 SUSPICIOUS-TASTING DISH. FAIL THE COOKING MINI-GAME AND PRODUCE A SUSPICIOUS-QUALITY DISH.
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	"...ANYONE CAN BE A GOURMET."
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	COOK 10 SUSPICIOUS-TASTING DISHES. FAIL THE COOKING MINI-GAME AND PRODUCE A SUSPICIOUS-QUALITY DISH 10 TIMES.
	5

	BOARED TO DEATH
	[image: ]
	BE DEFEATED BY A WILD BOAR.
	5

	GOLDEN GLIDING LICENSE
	[image: ]
	GLIDE A LONG, LONG DISTANCE IN ONE GO.
	10

	IT'S THE SAME AS HAVING WINGS
	[image: ]
	GLIDE CONTINUOUSLY FOR OVER 80 SECONDS.
	10

	QUICK AS LIGHTNING
	[image: ]
	SPRINT CONTINUOUSLY (OR USE AN ALTERNATIVE SPRINT) FOR OVER 15 SECONDS.
	10

	FRIENDS THE WORLD OVER
	[image: ]
	MEET ALL SORTS OF PEOPLE DURING YOUR ADVENTURE. ACHIEVE A TOTAL OF 10,000 DIALOGUE OPTION INTERACTIONS WHEN SPEAKING WITH NPCS. THESE DO NOT NEED TO BE UNIQUE DIALOGUE CHOICES.
	10

	WRATH OF THE GODS
	[image: ]
	GET STRUCK BY LIGHTNING. ROUGHLY TWO SECONDS BEFORE LIGHTNING STRIKES, THE LOCATION IS INDICATED BY A BLUE GLOW AND ARCS OF ELECTRICITY RISING FROM THE GROUND.
	5

	TRANSMUTATION NUCLIDE
	[image: ]
	USE THE PARAMETRIC TRANSFORMER TO COMPLETE ONE MATERIAL TRANSMUTATION.
	5

	...YOU COULD HEAR PAIMON ALL ALONG, COULDN'T YOU?
	[image: ]
	EVEN PAIMON GETS TIRED SOMETIMES. ADJUST THE DIALOGUE VOLUME IN THE AUDIO SETTINGS UNTIL PAIMON REPEATS HERSELF FOUR TIMES.
	5

	"KUJIRAI ART, TEMARI JUTSU"
	[image: ]
	PLAY A GAME OF TEMARI WITH KUJIRAI. PLAY 3 GAMES OF TEMARI WITH KUJIRAI AFTER COMPLETING HIS INITIAL WORLD QUEST. ONE SUCH LOCATION IS ON THE ISLAND TO THE NORTH-EAST OF THE INAZUMA CITY PALACE.
	5

	PAIMON'S LUCKY DAY!
	[image: ]
	DRAW A "GREAT FORTUNE" FORTUNE SLIP AT THE GRAND NARUKAMI SHRINE.
	5

	JUST MY LUCK...
	[image: ]
	DRAW A "GREAT CURSE" FORTUNE SLIP AT THE GRAND NARUKAMI SHRINE.
	5

	UNDERGROUND... OVERRATED?
	[image: ]
	SOMETIMES, THE REAL TREASURE IS THE THINGS YOU LEARN ALONG THE WAY. UNLOCK THE TREASURE STOWED BENEATH JINREN ISLAND.
	5

	WHO LET THE DOGS OUT
	[image: ]
	SET TORATAROU FREE. TORATAROU CAN BE FOUND IN THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF JINREN ISLAND. AFTER HAVING FOUND A KEY AND OPENED THE CAGE, YOU MUST FOLLOW IT UNTIL ARRIVING AT DESTINATION IN ORDER TO COMPLETE THE ACHIEVEMENT.
	5

	YOU CAN'T HELP YOUR FEELINGS
	[image: ]
	HELP HIROMI RESOLVE HIS ANGST.
	5

	KNOCK KNOCK
	[image: ]
	DISABLE THE CONTAINMENT DOME SURROUNDING THE MIKAGE FURNACE.
	5

	KANNAZUKA BATTLE PLAN
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT THE REVIVED ELECTRO HYPOSTASIS.
	5

	WHY WE FIGHT
	[image: ]
	HELP MASANORI RETURN TO HIS SENSES.
	5

	SHOCKING… POSITIVELY SHOCKING
	[image: ]
	GET STRUCK DOWN BY BALETHUNDER…
	5

	JACKPOT
	[image: ]
	USE THE KAMUIJIMA CANNON TO REVEAL A TREASURE TROVE. FIRE THE SOUTHERN-MOST CANNON IN THE KANNAZUKA REGION TOWARDS THE SHAKKEI PAVILION DOMAIN, WITH AN ELEVATION OF 2 NOTCHES.
	5

	BLADE OF TATARA
	[image: ]
	OBTAIN THE DIAGRAM OF A CERTAIN WEAPON FROM THE PAST.
	5

	YAMADA GO'S WOODEN MALLET
	[image: ]
	SEE THROUGH THE ILLUSIONS OF THE TANUKI SEVERAL TIMES.
	5

	TEMARI FOR LIFE
	[image: ]
	HAVE ANOTHER PLAYER JOIN A GAME OF TEMARI THAT YOU ARE HOSTING.
	5

	IWAKURA OUT
	[image: ]
	WITNESS THE END OF THE IWAKURA CLAN.
	5

	"THE SEVENTH SAMURAI"
	[image: ]
	HELP XAVIER FINISH HIS FILM.
	5

	THEY SHALL NOT GROW OLD
	[image: ]
	PAY YOUR RESPECTS TO THE DECEASED.
	5

	OH, THE HUMANITY!
	[image: ]
	WITNESS THE FATE OF THE SAMURAI.
	5

	A HOLLOW SOUL
	[image: ]
	FIND WASHIZU'S LOST POSSESSIONS.
	5

	RISE AND SHRINE
	[image: ]
	FIND ALL THE SHRINES ON YASHIORI ISLAND.
	5

	...AND I WOULD WALK 3,000 MORE
	[image: ]
	FIND CHOUJI ON TATARASUNA AND NARUKAMI ISLAND.
	5

	A DOCTOR'S ODYSSEY
	[image: ]
	FIND OUT WHAT HAPPENED TO YASUMOTO.
	5

	OOWAZAMONO
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT MASANORI WITH EASE.
	5

	SECOND BLOOMING
	[image: ]
	OBTAIN HANAYAMA KAORU'S GIFT.
	5

	THANK YOU, COME AGAIN
	[image: ]
	OBTAIN THE GRAND PRIZE FROM TAKASHI'S CHESTS.
	5

	FOR THE FUTURE OF NARUKAMI...
	[image: ]
	RETURN THE WARDS NEEDED FOR THE CLEANSING RITUAL.
	5

	REST IN PEACE
	[image: ]
	END THE WRATH OF 10 DECEASED SAMURAI.
	5

	HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT
	[image: ]
	HELP SANGO AND RYUUJI SOLVE THE CASE.
	??

	IS THERE BUT ONE TRUTH...?
	[image: ]
	WITNESS RYUUJI'S TALE.
	??

	LIYUE ICHIBAN
	[image: ]
	HEAL TANG WEN WITH SOME DELICIOUS DISHES.
	5

	BOOM SHAKA-LAKA, MORE BOOM-SHAKA-LAKA
	[image: ]
	CONSULT XIANGLING REGARDING SPECIAL COOKING METHODS
	5

	MEAL FOR TWO
	[image: ]
	HELP BOTH XUDONG AND KAMEI MUNEHISA MAKE A DISH ONCE.
	??

	A QUESTION OF DIET
	[image: ]
	HELP PARVANEH PROOFREAD ALL THE RECIPES.
	5

	SAMURICE
	[image: ]
	HELP KAMEI MUNEHISA COLLECT INGREDIENTS FROM THE CAMPS ON EITHER SIDE.
	??

	"SORRY FOR THE TROUBLE!"
	[image: ]
	RECEIVE THE COMPLAINT THAT KONDA DENSUKE LODGES IN "POST-SALE SERVICE."
	??

	SAMURAI GOURMET
	[image: ]
	WITNESS KAMEI MUNEHISA'S INDUCTION INTO THE GOURMET SUPREMOS.
	5

	HELLO...! ANYONE IN HERE...?
	[image: ]
	DISCOVER A SECRET PASSAGEWAY IN RITOU.
	5

	EDITORIAL OPINION
	[image: ]
	HELP SHIGERU AND JUNKICHI RETURN TO THE RIGHT ARTIST PATH.
	??

	GUESS WHO?
	[image: ]
	FIND OUT WHO ZHENYU REALLY IS.
	5

	TALES OF MONSTROUS MADNESS
	[image: ]
	COLLECT THE ENTIRE "TOKI ALLEY TALES" SERIES.
	??

	SMELLS LIKE ANIMAL SPIRIT!
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A PYRO HYPOSTASIS AFTER BEING HIT BY ITS MIMETIC 3-HIT COMBO.
	5

	I HEAR THUNDER..
	[image: ]
	BE STRUCK BY THE LIGHTNING CALLED DOWN BY A CRACKLING AXE MITACHURL...
	10

	CORE BREAKTHROUGH
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A PERPETUAL MECHANICAL ARRAY AFTER PARALYZING ALL 4 TYPES OF ITS RUIN SENTINELS.
	10

	BURNED YOURSELF, DID YOU?
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A PYRO HYPOSTASIS THAT HAS REIGNITED TWICE.
	5

	COULD ALL UNINVOLVED MACHINERY PLEASE LEAVE IMMEDIATELY?
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT THE PERPETUAL MECHANICAL ARRAY WITHOUT DEFEATING ANY OF ITS RUIN SENTINELS.
	10

	"THAT'S WHAT THEY CALL A GETAWAY!"
	[image: ]
	ALLOW A STRUGGLING FISH TO GET OFF THE HOOK.
	5

	"OH, SO THAT'S HOW YOU FISH..."
	[image: ]
	SCARE THE FISH AWAY WHEN CASTING YOUR ROD.
	5

	AS YOU WISH
	[image: ]
	HAVE YOUR FORTUNE TOLD 5 TIMES BY GRANNY KOMAKI WHILE OBTAINING AN IDEAL RESULT.
	5

	A MERMAID'S TALE
	[image: ]
	HELP KUMI WITH HER PROBLEM.
	5

	A DISTANT SEA SHEPHERD'S TREASURE
	[image: ]
	GAIN THE MOST VALUED TREASURE OF A GREAT PIRATE FROM THE RAMBLINGS OF DRUNKARDS.
	5

	LONG JOHN SILVER
	[image: ]
	FIND ALL OF RINZOU'S BURIED TREASURE.
	5

	TODAY, THIS SEAL — TOMORROW, WATATSUMI ISLAND!
	[image: ]
	BREAK THE SEAL OVER THE ELECTRO ARCHON'S SHRINE.
	5

	PALACE IN A POOL
	[image: ]
	UNLOCK "PALACE IN A POOL"
	5

	THE STRANDING OF THE BEAGLE
	[image: ]
	EXPLORE WATATSUMI ISLAND, FOLLOWING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF AN UNKNOWN RESEARCHER.
	5

	"THIS ONE IS A CAT NAMED NEKO."
	[image: ]
	MEET NEKO, THE "PROVISIONAL HEAD PRIESTESS OF THE ASASE SHRINE."
	5

	CAT IN THE CLOUDS
	[image: ]
	WITNESS A "GOOD THING" COME LATELY TOGETHER WITH NEKO, THE "PROVISIONAL HEAD PRIESTESS OF THE ASASE SHRINE."
	5

	A CAT'S GIFT
	[image: ]
	FEED THE KITTENS ON SEIRAI ISLAND AND GAIN THEIR AFFECTION.
	5

	IT HAS TO BE TREASURE
	[image: ]
	"I ALREADY TOLD YOU, IT'S JUST A PICTURE!"
	5

	ON THE OTHER SIDE OF HOMESICKNESS
	[image: ]
	HELP ODA TAROU TAKE FOUR PICTURES OF SEIRAI ISLAND.
	5

	DAVY JONES' LOCKER
	[image: ]
	UNLOCK ALL THE MECHANISMS ONBOARD THE "SEIRAIMARU."
	5

	SEA OF PUZZLES
	[image: ]
	UNLOCK ONE SERIES OF MECHANISMS ON SEIRAI ISLAND
	5

	GREAT AMAKUMO PEAK
	[image: ]
	UNLOCK THE MECHANISM BENEATH AMAKUMO PEAK
	5

	DRY CLEAN
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT THE HYDRO HYPOSTASIS WITHOUT DESTROYING A SINGLE ONE OF ITS WATER DROPLETS (EXCEPT WHEN IT IS RESTORING HP.)
	5

	BIO-OCEANIC WEAPON
	[image: ]
	BE HIT BY A CERTAIN ANIMAL CREATED BY THE HYDRO HYPOSTASIS...
	5

	LOVE AND NON-COMMUNICATION
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A THUNDER MANIFESTATION WITHOUT EVER BEING LOCKED ONTO.
	5

	THUNDER FALL
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A THUNDER MANIFESTATION WHILE IT IS IN FLIGHT.
	5

	ICY RIVERS, CRIMSON WITCH
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT SIGNORA WITHOUT DESTROYING EITHER HER HEARTS OF FLAME OR EYES OF FROST.
	10

	SWORDFISH II
	[image: ]
	OBTAIN THE TRUST OF THE SWORDFISH II SQUAD.
	5

	THOUGH THEIR WISHES BE LIKE MORNING DEW...
	[image: ]
	FIND THE PERSON BEHIND THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE DELUSIONS.
	5

	FANTABULOUS FIREWORK FIESTA
	[image: ]
	SET OFF FIREWORKS TO DISTRACT THE GUARDS.
	5

	DUEL BEFORE THE THRONE
	[image: ]
	EMERGE VICTORIOUS IN THE DUEL BEFORE THE THRONE.
	5

	THEIR WISHES
	[image: ]
	BRING ALL THE WISHES UPON THE STATUE OF THE OMNIPRESENT GOD TO FRUITION.
	5

	OMNIPRESENCE OVER MORTALS
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "OMNIPRESENCE OVER MORTALS."
	10

	WELL, AT LEAST IT ENDED
	[image: ]
	HEAR JUNKICHI OUT AS HE PUTS HIS STORY TOGETHER.
	5

	HER AND HER CAT
	[image: ]
	FOLLOW NEKO UP MT. YOUGOU TO FIND "HIBIKI"'S TRAIL.
	5

	TRAVERSE THE FOG DOOR
	[image: ]
	GET USED TO TSURUMI ISLAND'S ODD WEATHER.
	5

	NIHIL SUB CALIGINE NOVUM
	[image: ]
	SEEMS LIKE YOU'RE BACK TO SQUARE ONE...
	5

	WHITE'S ILLUSION
	[image: ]
	ENCOUNTER THE ILLUSIONS OF THE ANCIENT PAST
	5

	"LOVELY SIGHTS, FURTHER THAN THE EYE CAN SEE"
	[image: ]
	BID FAREWELL TO YOUR BOATMAN.
	5

	A TALE OF TWO CITIES
	[image: ]
	EVEN TSURUMI ISLAND SEEMS TO BE BUILT ATOP THE WRECKAGE OF ANCIENT RUINS.
	5

	"MY LIFE AS AN ADVENTURER"
	[image: ]
	HELP ROALD TO COMPLETE HIS ADVENTURE DIARY.
	5

	LIGHT UP THE FOG
	[image: ]
	LIGHT UP ALL THE STORMSTONES ON THE AUTAKE PLAINS.
	5

	"P—PAIMON ATE IT..."
	[image: ]
	HAVE THE MAUSHIRO THAT YOU GOT GO MISSING.
	5

	GUESSING GAME
	[image: ]
	FROM AN EVEN MORE DISTANT PAST TO THE PRESENT DAY...
	5

	THUNDERBIRD'S LINEAGE
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE ALL THE STATUE CHALLENGES.
	5

	SEVEN LETTERS
	[image: ]
	TRY TO DECIPHER THE ISHINE SCRIPT.
	5

	MOSHIRI KARA
	[image: ]
	UNLOCK MOSHIRI KARA
	5

	ACROSS THE MISTY RIVER
	[image: ]
	YOU FINALLY REACH THE FAR SIDE OF THE SEA OF FOG...
	5

	"TRYING TO TAME ME?"
	[image: ]
	USE THE OMNI-UBIQUITY NET ITEM TO CAPTURE 1 WILD ANIMAL.
	5/10/20

	"NOT FLYIN' AWAY THIS TIME!"
	[image: ]
	USE THE OMNI-UBIQUITY NET ITEM TO CAPTURE 1 CRYSTALFLY.
	5

	THE NET CLOSES IN
	[image: ]
	USE THE OMNI-UBIQUITY NET ITEM TO CAPTURE 1 FINCH.
	5

	MEGASTAR IN MONDSTADT
	[image: ]
	REACH REPUTATION LV. 8 IN MONDSTADT.
	20

	LEGEND IN LIYUE
	[image: ]
	REACH REPUTATION LV. 8 IN LIYUE.
	20

	QUEST CLEAR
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE 10/20/30 BOUNTIES.
	5/10/20

	HERO-IN-TRAINING
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE 10/20/30 REQUESTS.
	5/10/20

	QUEST FAILED
	[image: ]
	LOST TRACK OF A BOUNTY TARGET. RUN OUT OF TIME DURING A BOUNTY.
	5

	THE BLEAK MIDWINTER
	[image: ]
	SUCCUMB TO SHEER COLD. GET ANY PARTY MEMBER KNOCKED OUT FROM SHEER COLD.
	5

	PRIEST, PRINCESS, AND SCRIBE
	[image: ]
	CLAIM THE TREASURE OF THE ENTOMBED CITY. OPEN THE CHEST IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SECRET ROOM.
	5

	PRODIGAL SON'S RETURN
	[image: ]
	FOLLOW THE PATH OF ONE OF THE MEMBERS OF THE LONG-LOST INVESTIGATION TEAM TO WHERE THEY EMBARKED ON THEIR JOURNEY HOME. OPEN THE CHEST AFTER FINDING ALL OF THE RAGGED RECORDS.
	5

	SNOW-STORED HISTORY
	[image: ]
	DISCOVER THE FATE OF A LONG-LOST INVESTIGATION TEAM THAT ONCE EXPLORED DRAGONSPINE. COMPLETE "A LAND ENTOMBED".
	5

	GLACIAL STEEL
	[image: ]
	OBTAIN AN ANCIENT WEAPON MADE OF STARSILVER. OBTAIN THE SNOW-TOMBED STARSILVER BY LIGHTING UP ALL 4 TORCHES IN THE CORNERS OF THE SECRET ROOM.
	5

	FUTILE ENDEAVOR
	[image: ]
	DISCOVER THE REMAINS OF MANY RUIN MACHINES. INTERACT WITH ALL NINE OF THE RECORD OF SERIAL NO. MACHINES.
	5

	UNTELLABLE TALE
	[image: ]
	MAKE AN UNEXPECTED FRIEND IN AN UNEXPECTED LOCATION. OPEN THE CHEST THAT APPEARS ON THE DAY AFTER FEEDING THE FOXES FOR FIVE DAYS. THE BOWL FOR THE FOXES IS LOCATED AT A CAMP IN THE ENTOMBED CITY - ANCIENT PALACE.
	5

	TOWERING ACHIEVEMENT
	[image: ]
	REACH THE SUMMIT OF DRAGONSPINE. COLLECT THE CRIMSON AGATE AT THE SUMMIT OF DRAGONSPINE.
	5

	WINTER WONDERLAND
	[image: ]
	DISCOVER A CRYO CRYSTALFLY BENEATH A SNOW PILE. THE NORTHERN COAST BETWEEN WYRMREST VALLEY AND SNOW-COVERED PATH AND SOUTHERN COAST BELOW THE RIGHT WAYPOINT OF STARGLOW CAVERN APPEARS TO HAVE SOME.
	5

	THE HUNTER BECOMES THE HUNTED
	[image: ]
	BE DEFEATED BY THE GREAT SNOWBOAR KING. GET ANY PARTY MEMBER KNOCKED OUT BY THE GREAT SNOWBOAR KING.
	5

	CHILL OUT!
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT THE GREAT SNOWBOAR KING WHILE THE LATTER IS IN BERSERKER MODE. BERSERKER MODE IS WHEN HIS EYES GLOW RED AND HAVE EYE TRAILS.
	5

	GLUTTON FOR GOULASH
	[image: ]
	LEARN TO MAKE GOULASH. OBTAINED FROM "AH, FRESH MEAT!".
	5

	SKY HIGH
	[image: ]
	CLIMB THE SKYFROST NAIL AFTER IT HAS BEEN RESTORED. COLLECT THE CRIMSON AGATE AT THE TOP OF THE SKYFROST NAIL AFTER IT HAS BEEN RESTORED. OBTAINED AFTER FINISHING "IN THE MOUNTAINS".
	5

	YO-HO-HO, AND A BOTTLE OF DANDELION WINE
	[image: ]
	CLIMB ABOARD YOUR WAVERIDER.
	5

	MIGHTY AND ILLUMINATED WAVE RIDER
	[image: ]
	CONTINUOUSLY SAIL YOUR WAVERIDER FOR A CERTAIN PERIOD OF TIME. THE ACHIEVEMENT WILL ACTUALLY ONLY PROC UPON LEAVING THE WAVERIDER AND NOT POP UP DIRECTLY ONCE THE REQUIRED TIME HAS BEEN SPENT.
	5

	NICE BOAT!
	[image: ]
	SWITCH WAVERIDERS WITH ANOTHER PLAYER.
	5

	...AND HER NAME IS THE MARY CELESTE
	[image: ]
	SUFFER THE DESTRUCTION OF YOUR WAVERIDER. WILL NOT UNLOCK IF DESTROYED BY A WHIRLPOOL.
	5

	DÉJÀ VU!
	[image: ]
	CONTINUOUSLY SAIL YOUR WAVERIDER AT HIGH SPEEDS FOR A CERTAIN PERIOD OF TIME.
	5

	JUGGERNAUT
	[image: ]
	CRUSH ALL OF A GEO HYPOSTASIS' ROCK PILLARS OF REVIVAL BEFORE IT CAN BE REVIVED.
	10

	THE PRISM PROGRAM
	[image: ]
	BREAK ALL OF AN ELECTRO HYPOSTASIS' REVIVAL PRISMS BEFORE IT CAN BE REVIVED.
	10

	"THAT'S ONE BIG CRYSTALFLY"
	[image: ]
	ABSORB ALL OF AN ANEMO HYPOSTASIS' WIND CRYSTALS BEFORE IT CAN BE REVIVED.
	10

	"...NOT INDICATIVE OF FINAL PRODUCT"
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT AN ANEMO HYPOSTASIS THAT HAS UNDERGONE 4 TYPES OF ELEMENTAL CONVERSIONS. COMBINE AN ANEMO HYPOSTASIS' TORNADOES WITH FOUR ELEMENTS AND DEFEAT IT.
	10

	THE BIGGER THEY ARE...
	[image: ]
	PARALYZE A RUIN GUARD BY ATTACKING ITS WEAK POINT.
	5

	THROUGH PASS
	[image: ]
	KNOCK A PYRO SLIME OUT OF THE HANDS OF A HILICHURL GRENADIER.
	5

	DOLOROUS STROKE
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT AN OPPONENT BY SHATTERING THE ICE THEY ARE TRAPPED IN.
	5

	HILICHURL CHAMPION
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A STONEHIDE LAWACHURL BEFORE ITS INFUSED FORM CAN EXPIRE. DEFEAT A STONEHIDE LAWACHURL WHILE ITS GEO ARMOR IS STILL ACTIVE.
	10

	BON APPÉTIT
	[image: ]
	HAVE 4 PARTY MEMBERS IN THE FULL STATE AT THE SAME TIME.
	10

	PURVEYOR OF PUNISHMENT
	[image: ]
	DEAL OVER 5,000/​20,000/​50,000 CRIT DMG.
	5/10/20

	FANTASTIC FOUR
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE A DOMAIN USING 4 CHARACTERS OF THE SAME ELEMENTAL TYPE. "OBTAINABLE IN SINGLE-PLAYER MODE ONLY. STORY DOMAIN/TRIAL CHARACTERS WILL NOT COUNT."
	10

	"TAKE THAT, YOU OVERBLOWN MIST FLOWER!"
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A CRYO REGISVINE WITHOUT DESTROYING ITS COROLLA WEAK POINT.
	10

	"THAT WAS BLOOMING HOT"
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A PYRO REGISVINE WITHOUT DESTROYING ITS COROLLA WEAK POINT.
	10

	OUTLANDER VS. OUTLANDER
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT CHILDE WITHOUT ANY PARTY MEMBER BEING MARKED AND THEN HIT BY HIS FOLLOW-UP ATTACK.
	10

	PENALTY
	[image: ]
	THERE ARE PLACES WHERE ONE CANNOT SIMPLY DIG PYRO SLIMES OUT OF THE GROUND. MAKE A PYRO HILICHURL GRENADIER DIG OUT A PYRO SLIME IN THE WATER (MUST BE SHALLOW WATER SO IT DOES NOT DROWN).
	5

	FORCE FIELD EROSION
	[image: ]
	DESTROY THE ELECTRO HYPOSTASIS' BARRIER. USE ELEMENTAL REACTIONS TO DESTROY THE BARRIER CREATED BY THE ELECTRO HYPOSTASIS.
	5

	"...LIZARD-SPOCK“
	[image: ]
	HAVE ONE CHARACTER GET HIT BY ALL THREE PARTS OF THE ROCK-PAPER-SCISSORS ATTACK CONSECUTIVELY. YOU MUST SURVIVE THE ATTACK.
	5

	A HOUSE ILL-FOUNDED
	[image: ]
	CAUSE THE SAME GEO HYPOSTASIS TO FALL THREE TIMES BY DESTROYING THE BASALT COLUMN THAT IT IS ON.
	5

	NONE STAND SECURE
	[image: ]
	FORCE THE GEO HYPOSTASIS INTO ITS REVIVAL STATE WITHOUT DESTROYING ANY BASALT COLUMNS.
	5

	BACK WITH THE WIND
	[image: ]
	ABSORB AT LEAST 10 ELEMENTAL ORBS CREATED BY THE ANEMO HYPOSTASIS IN A SINGLE BATTLE.
	5

	CORE MELTDOWN
	[image: ]
	DESTROY THE BLAZING SEED CREATED BY A PYRO REGISVINE.
	5

	KNOCKOUT
	[image: ]
	DESTROY A CRYO REGISVINE'S COROLLA WEAK POINT WHILE IT IS PERFORMING ITS ROTARY SPRAY ATTACK.
	5

	"...TILL DEBT DO US PART"
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A FATUI AGENT WHILE THEY ARE IN THEIR STEALTH MODE.
	5

	"MELTING... AWAY..."
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A CRYO CICIN MAGE WHILE ALL HER CRYO CICINS ARE CURRENTLY ACTIVE.
	5

	AND YOU CALL YOURSELF ONE OF THE FOUR WINDS
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT AN ANEMOBOXER VANGUARD AFTER HAVING TRIGGERED ALL OF THEIR ELEMENTAL ABSORPTIONS. COMBINE AN ANEMOBOXER VANGUARD'S SHIELD WITH FOUR ELEMENTS AND DEFEAT IT.
	5

	TOUCH AND GO
	[image: ]
	USE A SHIELD TO COUNTER A GEOVISHAP'S CHARGING ATTACK.
	5

	DEFLECTION!
	[image: ]
	USE A SHIELD TO COUNTER A PRIMO GEOVISHAP'S PRIMORDIAL SHOWER ATTACK. THE SHIELD CANNOT BE GEO OR A MATCHING TYPE TO PRIMO GEOVISHAP'S ELEMENT.
	5

	YOU CAN HAVE THOSE BACK!
	[image: ]
	USE A SHIELD OF A MATCHING TYPE (OR A GEO SHIELD) TO COUNTER A PRIMO GEOVISHAP'S PRIMORDIAL SHOWER ATTACK AND DEAL IMMENSE DMG.
	5

	STERNEST OF SOULS
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT AZHDAHA IN ALL ITS FORMS.
	20

	"...A SINGLE NIGHT'S WORK"
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A CRYO HYPOSTASIS THAT IS IN A WEAKENED STATE.
	5

	"KNEE-DEEP SNOW..."
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A CRYO HYPOSTASIS THAT HAS REVIVED THREE TIMES.
	5

	FINE, I'LL DO IT MYSELF
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A PRIMO GEOVISHAP WITHOUT REFLECTING ITS PRIMORDIAL SHOWER.
	5

	IN THIS SOLEMN MATTER LET NO ONE INTERFERE!
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A MAGUU KENKI WITHOUT TRIGGERING ITS “OUSHI NO OMOTE” PARRY.
	5

	IF I RUN FAST ENOUGH…
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A MAGUU KENKI WITHOUT BEING HIT BY ITS PHANTOM’S ATTACKS.
	10

	FIGHT FIRE WITH FIRE
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A KAIRAGI: FIERY MIGHT WHILE THEIR WEAPON IS INFUSED WITH PYRO.
	5

	RIDE THE LIGHTNING
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A KAIRAGI: DANCING THUNDER WHILE THEIR WEAPON IS INFUSED WITH ELECTRO.
	5

	 THE END OF THE BEGINNING
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE THE MONDSTADT ARCHON QUESTS. COMPLETE "ENDING NOTE".
	20

	THE OUTLANDER WHO CAUGHT THE WIND
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "THE OUTLANDER WHO CAUGHT THE WIND."
	10

	FOR A TOMORROW WITHOUT TEARS
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "FOR A TOMORROW WITHOUT TEARS."
	10

	SONG OF THE DRAGON AND FREEDOM
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "SONG OF THE DRAGON AND FREEDOM."
	10

	LET THE WIND LEAD
	[image: ]
	OBTAIN THE POWER OF ANEMO. COMPLETE "BIRD'S EYE VIEW".
	5

	...OR A NEW STORM?
	[image: ]
	BANISH THE DRAGON ATTACKING MONDSTADT. COMPLETE "DRAGON STORM".
	5

	KNIGHTHOOD EXCELLENCE
	[image: ]
	BECOME AN HONORARY KNIGHT OF FAVONIUS. COMPLETE "KNIGHTS OF FAVONIUS".
	5

	KNIGHTS AND THEIR KNOTTY ISSUES
	[image: ]
	FAIL TO BORROW THE HOLY RELIC... BUT LEARN OF THE KNIGHTS' DILEMMA. COMPLETE "WILD ESCAPE".
	5

	WINDS CHANGE THEIR COURSE
	[image: ]
	BE RESCUED BY DVALIN. COMPLETE "A LONG SHOT".
	5

	OF THE LAND AMIDST MONOLITHS
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "OF THE LAND AMIDST MONOLITHS"
	10

	FAREWELL, ARCHAIC LORD
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "FAREWELL, ARCHAIC LORD."
	10

	OUTLANDISH BEHAVIOR
	[image: ]
	BE RESCUED BY AN OUTSIDER AT THE "TOURIST SPOT THAT LOCALS DON'T GO TO." COMPLETE "RITE OF DESCENSION".
	5

	SILLY-BILLY CHURLISH GHOUL
	[image: ]
	AGREE TO PLAY WITH DUSKY MING. COMPLETE "WANGSHU".
	5

	THAT SMELLS DIVINE
	[image: ]
	FIGURE OUT WHICH PERFUME REX LAPIS IS FOND OF. COMPLETE "THREE POIGNANT PERFUMES".
	5

	IT'S BIGGER ON THE INSIDE
	[image: ]
	CLEAN MADAME PING'S TEAPOT. COMPLETE "THE REALM WITHIN".
	5

	TICKED, TACKED, AND TOWED
	[image: ]
	COMMISSION OTHERS TO FINISH YOUR WORK, UNFETTERED BY SUCH THINGS AS MORA. COMPLETE "DOWNTOWN".
	5

	RESPECTING CULTURAL HERITAGE
	[image: ]
	YOU FAILED TO FIND THE COCOGOAT... BUT MANAGE TO REPAIR A MECHANISM. EARNED DURING "GUIZHONG".
	5

	THE LONG GOODBYE
	[image: ]
	PREPARE EVERYTHING NECESSARY FOR THE RITE OF PARTING. COMPLETE "GUIZHONG".
	5

	ICING ON THE SLIME
	[image: ]
	CREATE A BOX OF LOVELY, JUBBLY SUGAR-FROSTED SLIMES. EARNED DURING "EQUILIBRIUM".
	5

	SKY'S THE LIMIT
	[image: ]
	REACH LIYUE'S "MANSION IN THE SKY". EARNED DURING "EQUILIBRIUM".
	5

	LILY LOVES MUSIC
	[image: ]
	SING A SONG OF MONDSTADT TO THE GLAZE LILIES. EARNED DURING "SOLITARY FRAGRANCE".
	5

	I'LL LET YOU OFF... THIS TIME
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT CHILDE. COMPLETE "HEART OF GLAZE".
	5

	DERAILED
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT THE OVERLORD OF THE VORTEX. COMPLETE "TURNING POINT".
	5

	FINAL FAREWELL
	[image: ]
	TAKE PART IN THE RITE OF PARTING. COMPLETE THE FOND FAREWELL".
	5

	A NEW STAR APPROACHES
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "A NEW STAR APPROACHES".
	5

	THE BANDIT, THE LUNATIC, AND THE PITCH-BLACK ENIGMA
	[image: ]
	UNCOVER THE GRAND THIEF'S FATE. EARNED DURING "INVOLUNTARY SACRIFICE"
	5

	WHERE FATE COMES TO A CROSSROADS
	[image: ]
	ESCAPE THE EERIE RUINS. COMPLETE "INVOLUNTARY SACRIFICE"
	5

	SNEERING AT THE POWER OF THE GODS
	[image: ]
	LEARN OF THE "LOOM OF FATE". COMPLETE "A HERALD WITHOUT ADHERENTS"
	5

	SILENCE, YOU RAVING LUNATIC
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT THE ABYSS HERALD.
	5

	WE WILL BE REUNITED
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "WE WILL BE REUNITED."
	5

	THE GATHERING STORM
	[image: ]
	EARN THE CHANCE TO GO TO INAZUMA ON BOARD THE ALCOR. EARNED DURING "A PATH THROUGH THE STORM."
	5

	READY, FIGHT!
	[image: ]
	EARN YOUR FIRST VICTORY IN THE CRUX CLASH. EARNED DURING "THE CRUX CLASH."
	5

	AUTUMN WINDS, SCARLET LEAVES
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "AUTUMN WINDS, SCARLET LEAVES."
	10

	THROUGH THE STORM
	[image: ]
	REACH THE OUTSIDER SETTLEMENT. COMPLETE SETTING SAIL.
	5

	HIIRAGI SANJUURO
	[image: ]
	ESCORT THE GOODS SUCCESSFULLY AND LEAVE RITOU. COMPLETE RITOU ESCAPE PLAN.
	5

	THE ASPIRATIONS OF ALL
	[image: ]
	COME INTO CONTACT WITH THE STATUE OF THE OMNIPRESENT GOD, THE SYMBOL OF ETERNITY. EARNED DURING THREE WISHES
	5

	THE PRINCESS BEHIND THE CURTAIN
	[image: ]
	OFFICIALLY MAKE ACQUAINTANCE OF THE YOUNG LADY OF THE KAMISATO CLAN. COMPLETE THREE WISHES.
	5

	OMAMORI, JUSTICE, NUMBER ONE
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE THE "THREE SMALL WISHES". FINISH MEETING KAMISATO AYAKA IN A FLOWER BLOOMS IN A PRISON.
	5

	JAILHOUSE FIESTA
	[image: ]
	RESCUE MASAKATSU SUCCESSFULLY. COMPLETE POLICE DETENTION CENTER.
	5

	TO BRAVE THE LIGHTNING'S GLOW
	[image: ]
	BECOME THE TARGET OF THE VISION HUNT DECREE.
	5

	REVOLUTIONARY OUTLANDER
	[image: ]
	SUCCESSFULLY JOIN THE RESISTANCE.
	5

	THE IMMOVABLE GOD AND THE ETERNAL EUTHYMIA
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "THE IMMOVABLE GOD AND THE ETERNAL EUTHYMIA."
	10

	STILLNESS, THE SUBLIMATION OF SHADOW
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "STILLNESS, THE SUBLIMATION OF SHADOW."
	10

	PIRATES! ARGH!
	[image: ]
	PLAY A GAME OF PIRATES WITH LITTLE LULU, LITTLE FEI, AND LITTLE MENG. COMPLETE ALL 3 VARIATIONS OF "PIRATE INVASION, IN LIYUE HARBOR!".
	5

	LOVE IS ALL AROUND
	[image: ]
	IN "GOOD SIGN," HELP ZHIHUA FIND 5 SIGNS THAT ROMANCE IS COMING HIS WAY. SEE THAT GRANNY SHAN HAS GOOD BUSINESS, LEAVE THE PIGEONS ALONE, LEAVE THE DOGS ALONE, LEAVE THE CAT AND FISH ALONE, AND LEAVE THE LEAVES ALONE.
	5

	A NOURISHING FRIENDSHIP
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "FISHING JIANGXUE" AND "YANXIAO'S DILEMMA."
	5

	FOR THE LOVE OF GODWIN
	[image: ]
	FINISH "WHISPERS IN THE WIND" 5 TIMES.
	5

	LEVEL UP
	[image: ]
	HELP HUAI'AN REPAIR WANGSHU INN'S BROKEN BRIDGE. COMPLETE THE 2ND PART OF "STAIRWAY TO WANGSHU".
	5

	BEGINNER'S LUCK
	[image: ]
	SELECT THE HIGHEST-VALUE JADE ON YOUR FIRST TRY. CAN BE EARNED DURING "DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH...".
	5

	TAKING RESPONSIBILITY FOR YOUR ACTIONS
	[image: ]
	APOLOGIZE TO TIMMIE. COMPLETE "SORRY, TIMMIE!".
	5

	MAKING DO
	[image: ]
	ONLY BRING MATERIALS FOR A TRAINING DUMMY TO HERMAN. DESTROY THE DUMMY IN "THE LIMITATIONS OF AN ADVENTURER".
	5

	"DEAR DADDY..."
	[image: ]
	HEAR TIMMIE'S STORY. COMPLETE "A BOY'S LETTER".
	5

	MARVELOUS MEDICINE
	[image: ]
	CURE ANNA'S ILLNESS. COMPLETE "RECUPERATING FROM A SEVERE ILLNESS".
	5

	IN THE NAME OF FAVONIUS
	[image: ]
	WITNESS JILLIANA'S TALE. COMPLETE VILE'S VERSION OF "A SURPRISE GIFT".
	5

	SCHOLARLY PRETENSIONS
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "THE LOST RELIC" AND "A LITTLE RAID."
	5

	POET VS. PAYCHECK
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "SO-CALLED WORK" AND RECEIVE LINLING'S POETRY ANTHOLOGY. COMPLETE "SORRY, LINLING!".
	5

	ALL'S WELL THAT ENDS WELL
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE THE QUEST "FOR OLD TIME'S SAKE".
	5

	THIS NOVEL IS AMAZING!
	[image: ]
	STEAL A PEEK AT CHANG THE NINTH'S DRAFT MANUSCRIPT. TAKE A PEEK AT THE BOOK IN "A NOVEL PLAN".
	5

	OPEN TO INTERPRETATION
	[image: ]
	RUIN 4 SIGNS OF AN IMMINENT ROMANCE. IN "GOOD SIGN", ATTACK THE PIGEONS, SCARE AWAY THE DOGS, COLLECT THE FISH, AND BURN OR BLOW AWAY THE LEAVES.
	5

	GET YOUR OWN EMERGENCY FOOD!
	[image: ]
	CONSUME THE FOOD DURING "FOOD DELIVERY".
	5

	YOU SHOULD START A DOUSHIN DOJO
	[image: ]
	HELP ASAKURA TRAIN 5 TIMES.
	5

	NOTHING TO LOSE BUT TIME
	[image: ]
	UNLOCK THE SECRETS OF TWO SUNDIALS. COMPLETE "TIME AND WIND".
	5

	INTERVIEW WITH A BYGONE GOD
	[image: ]
	HEAR THE STORY OF A BYGONE DEITY. COMPLETE "TREASURE LOST, TREASURE FOUND".
	5

	CROUCHING DRAGON, HIDDEN CHI
	[image: ]
	LEARN ABOUT THE TALE OF THE CHI. COMPLETE "THE CHI OF GUYUN".
	5

	SCOURGE OF THE BATTLEFIELD
	[image: ]
	FETCH A GOOD PRICE FOR A TREASURE FOUND IN AN ANCIENT RUIN. COMPLETE "NINE PILLARS OF PEACE".
	5

	SHADOW OVER LUHUA POOL
	[image: ]
	HELP VERMEER GET THE SCENERY OF HIS DREAMS. TALK TO VERMEER AFTER COMPLETING "LUHUA LANDSCAPE". HE'S AT THE RUINS AT THE WAYPOINT DIRECTLY NORTH OF THE DOMAIN.
	5

	READY PLAYER ZERO
	[image: ]
	PLAY A SIMPLE GAME WITH CHILDISH JIANG. COMPLETE "A LITTLE GAME".
	5

	TREES SHOULD BLEND THEIR ROOTS AND SHADE, FOR THAT IS WHERE THE HOME IS MADE
	[image: ]
	WITNESS THE STORY OF YUAN HONG'S HOUSEHOLD. COMPLETE "THE TREE WHO STANDS ALONE".
	5

	GEARS OF DESTINY
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE THE QUEST "BOUGH KEEPER: DAINSLEIF".
	5

	FANTASTIC VOYAGE: PROLOGUE
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "FANTASTIC VOYAGE" AND UNLOCK ALL ENDINGS.
	20

	ARCHAIC LORD OF LIGHTNING AND BLITZ
	[image: ]
	WITNESS THE AWESOME METEOROLOGICAL POWER OF BENNETT'S PHENOMENALLY BAD LUCK. COMPLETE AD ASTRA.
	5

	THE POWER OF LUCK
	[image: ]
	ACTIVATE THE MECHANISMS AND OBTAIN THE TREASURE WITHOUT MAKING ANY MISTAKES. SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE THE MECHANISM PUZZLE IN EXPANSIVE EYA.
	5

	EVIL IS BANISHED
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "SIGNS OF EVIL" AND UNLOCK ALL ENDINGS.
	20

	BEHOLD, MINE EVIL-ESPYING EYE!
	[image: ]
	CORRECTLY INTERPRET ALL CLUES. COMPLETELY INTERPRET ALL CLUES IN ON THE EVIL SPIRITS' TRAIL.
	5

	RED HOT CHILI POPSICLES
	[image: ]
	MAKE A POPSICLE USING THE WRONG RECIPE AND PROVOKE CHONGYUN'S PURE-YANG SPIRIT. MAKE POPSICLES OUT OF JUEYUN CHILI AND SLIME CONDENSATE IN A CURIOUS MIX.
	5

	A LINE THAT MAY BE CROSSED
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "WELLSPRING OF HEALING" AND UNLOCK ALL ENDINGS.
	20

	AN IDOL'S LAST LINE OF DEFENSE
	[image: ]
	SUCCESSFULLY PERSUADE ALBERT AND BARBARA'S OTHER FANS TO LEAVE. COMPLETE ALBERT IS AMENABLE TO REASON AND PERSUADE BARBARA'S FANS TO LEAVE IN THE CAT'S TAIL'S SPECIALTY.
	5

	MONDSTADT'S SPICIEST SURPRISE
	[image: ]
	SAMPLE BARBARA'S CHILIBREW. COMPLETE HOME-MADE CHILIBREW.
	5

	A MAID OF STRENGTH AND VIRTUE
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "CHIVALRIC TRAINING" AND UNLOCK ALL ENDINGS.
	20

	"...FOR I AM DUTY BOUND"
	[image: ]
	HELP NOELLE DISCOVER THE SOURCE OF HER STRENGTH. COMPLETE STRENGTH TRAINING.
	5

	A WORLD KNOWN ONLY UNTO ROSES
	[image: ]
	READ NOELLE'S STUDY NOTES. READ NOELLE'S STUDY NOTES AFTER COMPLETING THE ALMIGHTY MAID AND HER IMPOSSIBLE TASK.
	5

	STRESS RELIEF
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "KNIGHTLY EXAM PREP" AND UNLOCK ALL ENDINGS.
	20

	INVULNERABLE MAID-KNIGHT
	[image: ]
	LISTEN TO "A KNIGHT'S JOURNEY THROUGH LIYUE" WITH NOELLE. COMPLETE A KNIGHT'S JOURNEY THROUGH LIYUE.
	5

	MONDSTADT'S NOTE-TAKER GENERAL
	[image: ]
	READ NOELLE'S STUDY NOTES. READ NOELLE'S STUDY NOTES AT THE END OF IMPERFECT EXAMINATION.
	5

	DIONA SPECIAL, STIRRED, NOT SHAKEN
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "THE CAT AND THE COCKTAIL" AND UNLOCK ALL ENDINGS.
	20

	BUT THERE'S A CATCH...
	[image: ]
	HELP DIONA FIND A SPECIAL BASE DRINK. COMPLETE THE SHADOW OVER DADAUPA.
	5

	KITTEN QUEEN
	[image: ]
	BRING ALL THE CATS BACK TO THE CAT'S TAIL. COMPLETE WHEN THE CATS COME HOME.
	5

	EVERYONE'S HAPPY
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "A HOUSEKEEPER'S DAILY CHORES" AND UNLOCK ALL ENDINGS.
	20

	HOUSEKEEPER EXTRAORDINAIRE
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE THE BIG CLEANUP WITHIN THE TIME LIMIT
	5

	FROM THE SEA NEVER RETURNING
	[image: ]
	LEARN OF INU SHOUSHOU'S STORY TOGETHER WITH THOMA
	5

	TALLER BY HALF
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "YOOHOO ART: SEICHOU NO JUTSU" AND UNLOCK ALL ENDINGS.
	1/19/00

	MUJINA-CLASS NINJA
	[image: ]
	OBTAIN SAYU'S HIGHEST RATING DURING AGILITY TRAINING.
	5

	DISH EFFECT: MOBILITY DECREASED
	[image: ]
	YOU WERE UNABLE TO PREVENT SAYU'S RECKLESS CONSUMPTION...
	1/4/00

	GENERAL OF WATATSUMI
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "THE CANINE GENERAL'S SPECIAL OPERATIONS" AND UNLOCK ALL ENDINGS
	20

	CHANGING TIMES
	[image: ]
	DRAW ALL FORTUNE SLIPS AT THE GRAND NARUKAMI SHRINE.
	5

	TO TELL OR NOT TO TELL, THAT IS THE QUESTION
	[image: ]
	DISCOVER MS. HINA'S TRUE IDENTITY AT THE YAE PUBLISHING HOUSE.
	5

	HONORARY CRUX MEMBER
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "WHEN THE CRUX SHINES BRIGHT" AND UNLOCK ALL ENDINGS.
	20

	WINE UNBURDENS
	[image: ]
	TAKE PART IN THE QINGCE BANQUET WITH BEIDOU
	5

	GUYUN BUYERS' CLUB
	[image: ]
	FIND OUT THE TRUTH BEHIND THE DEAL BEIDOU'S MAKING
	5

	UNLIMITED POWER!
	[image: ]
	OBTAIN THE POWER OF ELECTRO.
	5

	LAND OF DANDELIONS
	[image: ]
	COLLECT THE ENTIRE THE FOX IN THE DANDELION SEA SERIES.
	5

	TRUE FRIENDSHIP TAKES SACRIFICES
	[image: ]
	COLLECT THE ENTIRE THE BOAR PRINCESS SERIES.
	5

	ETERNAL YOUTH
	[image: ]
	COLLECT THE ENTIRE VERA'S MELANCHOLY SERIES.
	5

	HILICHURLIAN STUDIES EXPERT
	[image: ]
	COLLECT THE ENTIRE HILICHURL CULTURAL CUSTOMS SERIES.
	5

	MELT YOU DOWN LIKE ICE CREAM
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT 4 OPPONENTS WITH MELT WITHIN 2S (X1/5/10).
	5/10/20

	MASTER SNIPER
	[image: ]
	STRIKE AN OPPONENT'S WEAK POINT FROM AFAR WITH AN AIMED SHOT.
	5

	ABYSSAL CRUSADER
	[image: ]
	OBTAIN ALL ABYSSAL STARS IN THE SPIRAL ABYSS. REQUIRES ONLY THE 72 ABYSSAL STARS FROM THE ABYSS CORRIDOR; IT DOES NOT INCLUDE STARS FROM THE ABYSSAL MOON SPIRE.
	20

	A DELUSION'S ABILITIES DON'T DECIDE A BATTLE'S OUTCOME
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT CHILDE IN CO-OP MODE.
	10

	MOVING MOUNTAINS
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A PRIMO GEOVISHAP IN CO-OP MODE.
	10

	BLAST FROM THE PAST
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT AZHDAHA IN CO-OP MODE.
	10

	PUT ON ICE
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A CRYO HYPOSTASIS IN CO-OP MODE.
	10

	NO STRINGS ATTACHED, ANYMORE
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A MAGUU KENKI IN CO-OP MODE.
	10

	OPERATION BONFIRE
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A PYRO HYPOSTASIS IN CO-OP MODE.
	10

	THE NOT-SO-PERPETUAL MECHANICAL ARRAY
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A PERPETUAL MECHANICAL ARRAY IN CO-OP MODE.
	10

	HYDRO HUNTER
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT EVERY TYPE OF HYDRO MIMIC THAT AN OCEANID CAN SUMMON.
	5

	DIP, DUCK, DIVE, DODGE, DEFEAT
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT AN OCEANID WITHOUT BEING HIT BY WATER BOMBS LEFT BEHIND BY CERTAIN HYDRO MIMICS.
	10

	...WELL, THAT WAS STRANGE
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT THE UNUSUAL HILICHURL 1/20/50 TIME(S).
	5/10/20

	EXTREME GARDENING
	[image: ]
	PARALYZE A CRYO REGISVINE BY ATTACKING ITS COROLLA.
	5

	GARDENER EXTRAORDINAIRE
	[image: ]
	PARALYZE A PYRO REGISVINE BY ATTACKING ITS COROLLA.
	5

	GERONIMO!
	[image: ]
	HIT AN OPPONENT WITH A PLUNGING ATTACK AFTER PLUNGING FOR MORE THAN 5 SECONDS.
	5

	VICIOUS CIRCLE
	[image: ]
	UNLEASH 5 ELEMENTAL BURSTS WITHIN 15 SECONDS.
	10

	SHIELD ME FROM THE WORLD
	[image: ]
	HAVE A SINGLE CHARACTER BE PROTECTED BY 3 DIFFERENT TYPES OF SHIELD AT ONCE.
	10

	TURNOVER
	[image: ]
	KNOCK A CRYO SLIME OUT OF THE HANDS OF A CRYO HILICHURL GRENADIER.
	5

	TEAR DOWN THIS WALL!
	[image: ]
	DESTROY AN ICE SHIELDWALL MITACHURL'S SHIELD.
	5

	NO ICE FOR ME, THANKS
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A CRYO SAMACHURL BEFORE IT IS ABLE TO CREATE AN ICE PILLAR.
	5

	...THE HARDER THEY FALL
	[image: ]
	DESTROY A CRYO SAMACHURL'S ICE PILLAR.
	5

	CHILLY-CHURL
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A FROSTARM LAWACHURL BEFORE ITS INFUSED FORM CAN EXPIRE.
	10

	"ROSEBUD..."
	[image: ]
	BREAK A CRYO CICIN MAGE'S SHIELD.
	5

	ASSASSIN OF KINGS
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT THE TRUE RULER OF DRAGONSPINE.
	10

	DAVID AND GOLIATH
	[image: ]
	PARALYZE A RUIN GRADER BY ATTACKING ITS WEAK POINT.
	5

	...GEOVISHAP, SOLARVISHAP, LUNARVISHAP...
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT THE GEOVISHAP IN ALL OF ITS ELEMENTAL FORMS.
	5

	GEO ELEMENTAL REACTION?
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT THE PRIMO GEOVISHAP IN ALL OF ITS ELEMENTAL FORMS.
	10

	PUPPET SHOW-OFF
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT THE MAGUU KENKI WHILE HE IS TAUNTING YOU.
	5

	TOTALED TOTEM
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT AN ELECTRO SAMACHURL WITH NO LIGHTNING TOTEM ON THE FIELD.
	5

	DID MY HAND FALL FROM MY WRIST?
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A THUNDERHELM LAWACHURL WHILE IN AN ENHANCED STATE.
	5

	IT'S QUIET... TOO QUIET...
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT THE PYRO HYPOSTASIS AFTER IT ENTERS ITS EXTINGUISHED STATE ONLY ONCE
	5

	THE BATTLE OF NARUKAMI ISLAND
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT THE PERPETUAL MECHANICAL ARRAY IN ITS WEAKENED STATE.
	5

	THE FINISHING TOUCH
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT AZHDAHA WITHOUT EVER HAVING GAINED A SHIELD.
	10

	I'LL SKIP THE SPA, THANKS
	[image: ]
	DEFEAT A MIRROR MAIDEN WITHOUT BEING TRAPPED BY ITS WATER PRISON.
	5

	CONTINENTAL EXPLORER: DRAGONSPINE
	[image: ]
	LIGHT UP THE DRAGONSPINE MAP.
	5

	PEAK HOPPER
	[image: ]
	UNLOCK ALL TELEPORT WAYPOINTS IN DRAGONSPINE.
	5

	SEELIE IN THE SNOW
	[image: ]
	FOLLOW 5/10/20 WARMING SEELIE IN DRAGONSPINE TO THEIR SEELIE COURTS.
	5/10/20

	MOUNTAIN OF TREASURE
	[image: ]
	OPEN 40/80/160 CHESTS IN DRAGONSPINE.
	5/10/20

	SCARLET SPROUTS
	[image: ]
	RAISE THE FROSTBEARING TREE TO LV. 4/8/12.
	5/10/20

	SKYFROST NAIL
	[image: ]
	RAISE THE STRANGE COLUMN.
	10

	DRAGONSPEAR
	[image: ]
	MAKE A WEAPON FROM A DRAGON'S REMAINS.
	10

	HIGH ADEPTAL ENERGY READINGS AHEAD
	[image: ]
	REACH 20,000 ADEPTAL ENERGY IN 1/2/3 REALM LAYOUT.
	5/10/20

	FRIEND OF THE REALM
	[image: ]
	REACH TRUST RANK 4/7/10 WITH THE TEAPOT SPIRIT.
	5/10/20

	T-T-T-TIMBERHOCHWANDI
	[image: ]
	OBTAIN 100/600/2000 PIECES OF WOOD.
	5/10/20

	IF I WERE A RICH MAN
	[image: ]
	OBTAIN 2,000/10,000/50,000 REALM CURRENCY.
	5/10/20

	NOT JUST A SMALL BENCH
	[image: ]
	CREATE 120/300/600 FURNISHINGS.
	5/10/20

	COLOR IT IN
	[image: ]
	CREATE 50/200/600 DYES.
	5/10/20

	PRECISION MODELING
	[image: ]
	LEARN 60/120/180 FURNISHING BLUEPRINTS.
	5/10/20

	MY... TERRITORY
	[image: ]
	PLACE 50/150/300 FURNISHINGS IN A SINGLE REALM LAYOUT.
	5/10/20

	REALM SANS FRONTIÉRES
	[image: ]
	USE THE SERENITEA POT TO ENTER YOUR REALM.
	5

	HONORED GUEST OF THE REALM
	[image: ]
	INVITE A COMPANION TO STAY IN YOUR SERENITEA POT.
	5

	FIRESIDE CHATS
	[image: ]
	UNLOCK 10/20/30 INTERACTIONS WITH YOUR COMPANIONS.
	5/10/20

	GIFTS ALL AROUND
	[image: ]
	RECEIVE 5/10/20 GIFTS FROM YOUR COMPANIONS.
	5/10/20

	JUST LIKE A GAME OF CHESS
	[image: ]
	SET UP A REALM WAYPOINT IN YOUR SERENITEA POT FOR THE FIRST TIME.
	5

	WE'RE GOING TO NEED MORE CROPS!
	[image: ]
	GATHER 40/200/800 ITEMS IN "A PATH OF VALUE: JADE FIELD."
	5/10/20

	MY BLOOMING ABODE
	[image: ]
	GATHER 40/200/800 ITEMS IN "A PATH OF VALUE: LUXURIANT GLEBE."
	5/10/20

	STOP! GATHER TIME.
	[image: ]
	GATHER 40/200/800 ITEMS IN "A PATH OF VALUE: ORDERLY MEADOW."
	5/10/20

	CONTINENTAL EXPLORER: LAND OF SURGING THUNDER (I)
	[image: ]
	LIGHT UP THE NARUKAMI ISLAND, KANNAZUKA, AND YASHIORI ISLAND AREAS OF THE INAZUMA MAP.
	5

	THUNDERBOLDING ACROSS THE LAND (I)
	[image: ]
	UNLOCK ALL TELEPORT WAYPOINTS IN THE NARUKAMI ISLAND, KANNAZUKA, AND YASHIORI ISLAND AREAS OF INAZUMA.
	5

	SANCTUARY PILGRIM: INAZUMA TENRYOU (I)
	[image: ]
	UNLOCK ALL SHRINES OF DEPTHS IN THE NARUKAMI ISLAND, KANNAZUKA, AND YASHIORI ISLAND AREAS OF INAZUMA.
	10

	ETERNAL THUNDER
	[image: ]
	UPGRADE THE STATUES OF THE SEVEN IN INAZUMA TO THEIR MAXIMUM LEVEL.
	20

	DIVINE ROOTS
	[image: ]
	REACH THE MAX LEVEL OF SACRED SAKURA'S FAVOR.
	20

	NAKU WEED WHACKER (I)
	[image: ]
	FOLLOW 10/20/40 ELECTRO SEELIE ON NARUKAMI ISLAND, KANNAZUKA, AND YASHIORI ISLAND IN INAZUMA.
	5/10/20

	LIGHTS WILL GUIDE YOU HOME (I)
	[image: ]
	FOLLOW 4/8/16 SEELIE TO THEIR SEELIE COURTS ON NARUKAMI ISLAND, KANNAZUKA, AND YASHIORI ISLAND IN INAZUMA.
	5/10/20

	LIGHTNING-RIDING TREASURE HUNTER (I)
	[image: ]
	OPEN 100/200/300 CHESTS ON NARUKAMI ISLAND, KANNAZUKA, AND YASHIORI ISLAND IN INAZUMA.
	5/10/20

	LIGHTNING-RIDING ADVENTURER (I)
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE 6/12/24 OPEN WORLD MECHANISM-ACTIVATED TIME TRIAL CHALLENGES ON NARUKAMI ISLAND, KANNAZUKA, AND YASHIORI ISLAND IN INAZUMA.
	5/10/20

	SPRING CLEANING
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE THE SACRED SAKURA CLEANSING RITUAL.
	10

	TATARA TALES
	[image: ]
	RESOLVE THE CRISIS AT THE MIKAGE FURNACE.
	10

	ECHO OF FURY
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "OROBASHI'S LEGACY."
	10

	CONTINENTAL EXPLORER: LAND OF SURGING THUNDER (II)
	[image: ]
	LIGHT UP THE WATATSUMI ISLAND AND SEIRAI ISLAND AREAS OF THE INAZUMA MAP.
	5

	THUNDERBOLTING ACROSS THE LAND (II)
	[image: ]
	UNLOCK ALL TELEPORT WAYPOINTS IN THE WATATSUMI ISLAND AND SEIRAI ISLAND AREAS OF INAZUMA.
	5

	SANCTUARY PILGRIM: INAZUMA TENRYOU (II)
	[image: ]
	UNLOCK ALL SHRINES OF DEPTHS IN THE WATATSUMI ISLAND AND SEIRAI ISLAND AREAS OF INAZUMA.
	10

	NAKU WEED WHACKER (II)
	[image: ]
	FOLLOW 4/8/16 ELECTRO SEELIE ON WATATSUMI ISLAND AND SEIRAI ISLAND IN INAZUMA.
	5/10/20

	LIGHTS WILL GUIDE YOU HOME (II)
	[image: ]
	FOLLOW 6 SEELIE TO THEIR SEELIE COURTS ON WATATSUMI ISLAND AND SEIRAI ISLAND IN INAZUMA.
	5

	LIGHTNING-RIDING TREASURE HUNTER (II)
	[image: ]
	OPEN 40/80/160 CHESTS ON WATATSUMI ISLAND AND SEIRAI ISLAND IN INAZUMA.
	5/10/20

	LIGHTNING-RIDING ADVENTURER (II)
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE 6/12/24 OPEN WORLD MECHANISM-ACTIVATED TIME TRIAL CHALLENGES ON WATATSUMI ISLAND AND SEIRAI ISLAND IN INAZUMA.
	5/10/20

	SEIRAI STORMCHASERS
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "SEIRAI STORMCHASERS"
	10

	THE SAME MOONLIGHT
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE "THE MOON-BATHED DEEP"
	10

	AMATEURS HAMMER NAILS INTO HOOKS
	[image: ]
	CATCH YOUR FIRST FISH.
	5

	"DO YOU NEED A FISHTANK TO GO WITH THAT?"
	[image: ]
	CATCH YOUR FIRST ORNAMENTAL FISH.
	10

	YON MIRROR'D MOON, BROKEN
	[image: ]
	CATCH A FISH THAT ONLY COMES OUT AT NIGHT FOR THE FIRST TIME.
	5

	DING DING DING!
	[image: ]
	CATCH 100/500/2000 FISH SUCCESSFULLY.
	5/10/20

	"CALL ME ISHMAEL."
	[image: ]
	CATCH ONE FISH IN ANOTHER PLAYER'S WORLD.
	5

	FISHY MOTIVE
	[image: ]
	BUY A FISHING ROD FROM THE FISHING ASSOCIATION.
	10

	INTO THE WATERS
	[image: ]
	SUCCESSFULLY MAKE 20 BAIT.
	5

	A RIGHT PROPER ANGLER
	[image: ]
	UNLOCK 20 FISH ARCHIVE ENTRIES.
	10

	INTERMISSION
	[image: ]
	CATCH A SCATTERED PAGE OF A BOOK WHILE FISHING IN INAZUMA.
	5

	STABILIZER
	[image: ]
	CATCH FISH SUCCESSFULLY 10 TIMES WHILE ALWAYS STAYING INSIDE THE IDEAL TENSION ZONE.
	5

	CONTINENTAL EXPLORER: TSURUMI ISLAND
	[image: ]
	LIGHT UP THE TSURUMI ISLAND MAP.
	5

	FOG'S EDGE
	[image: ]
	UNLOCK ALL TELEPORT WAYPOINTS IN TSURUMI ISLAND.
	5

	SANCTUARY PILGRIM: TSURUMI ISLAND
	[image: ]
	UNLOCK ALL THE SHRINES OF DEPTHS ON TSURUMI ISLAND.
	10

	FLASHES IN THE NIGHT
	[image: ]
	FOLLOW 6 ELECTRO SEELIE ON TSURUMI ISLAND.
	1/4/00

	FOGGY GUIDANCE
	[image: ]
	FOLLOW 6 SEELIE ON TSURUMI ISLAND TO THEIR SEELIE COURTS.
	5

	LOST TREASURE HUNTER
	[image: ]
	OPEN 30/60/120 CHESTS ON TSURUMI ISLAND.
	5/10/20

	LOST ADVENTURER
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE 4/8/12 OPEN WORLD MECHANISM-ACTIVATED TIME TRIAL CHALLENGES ON TSURUMI ISLAND.
	5/10/20

	THUNDER IS FOREVER
	[image: ]
	COMPLETE A CERTAIN AUTHOR'S REFERENCE-GATHERING COMMISSION.
	10



THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I BELIEVE IN GOD, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ALMIGHTY,
 [TRUE] CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH].
I BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST, HIS ONLY SON, OUR LORD,
      WHO WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
      AND BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY.
      HE SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE,
      WAS CRUCIFIED, DIED, AND WAS BURIED;
      HE DESCENDED TO HELL.
      THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD.
      HE ASCENDED TO HEAVEN
      AND IS SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ALMIGHTY.
      FROM THERE HE WILL COME TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD.
I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT,
      THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH,
      THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS,
      THE FORGIVENESS OF [NON-SEXUAL] SINS,
      THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY,
      AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING. AMEN.
THE EPISTLE OF PAUL, THE APOSTLE TO THE LAODICEANS
1 PAUL, AN APOSTLE NOT OF MEN NOR BY MAN, BUT BY JESUS CHRIST, UNTO THE BRETHREN THAT ARE AT LAODICEA. 2 GRACE BE UNTO YOU AND PEACE FROM GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 3 I GIVE THANKS UNTO CHRIST IN ALL MY PRAYERS, THAT YE CONTINUE IN HIM AND PERSEVERE IN HIS WORKS, LOOKING FOR THE PROMISE AT THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT. 4 NEITHER DO THE VAIN TALKINGS OF SOME OVERSET YOU, WHICH CREEP IN, THAT THEY MAY TURN YOU AWAY FROM THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL WHICH IS PREACHED BY ME. 5 AND NOW SHALL GOD CAUSE THAT THEY THAT ARE OF ME SHALL CONTINUE MINISTERING UNTO THE INCREASE OF THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL AND ACCOMPLISHING GOODNESS, AND THE WORK OF SALVATION, EVEN ETERNAL LIFE. 5 AND NOW ARE MY BONDS SEEN OF ALL MEN, WHICH I SUFFER IN CHRIST, WHEREIN I REJOICE AND AM GLAD. 7 AND UNTO ME THIS IS FOR EVERLASTING SALVATION, WHICH ALSO IS BROUGHT ABOUT BY YOUR PRAYERS, AND THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY GHOST, WHETHER BY LIFE OR BY DEATH. 8 FOR VERILY TO ME LIFE IS IN CHRIST, AND TO DIE IS JOY. 9 AND UNTO HIM (OR AND ALSO) SHALL HE WORK HIS MERCY IN YOU THAT YE MAY HAVE THE SAME [SEXLESS] LOVE, AND BE OF ONE MIND. 10 THEREFORE, DEARLY BELOVED, AS YE HAVE HEARD IN MY PRESENCE SO HOLD FAST AND WORK IN THE FEAR OF GOD, AND IT SHALL BE UNTO YOU FOR LIFE ETERNAL. 11 FOR IT IS GOD THAT WORKETH IN YOU. 12 AND DO YE WITHOUT AFTERTHOUGHT WHATSOEVER YE DO. 13 AND FOR THE REST, DEARLY BELOVED, REJOICE IN CHRIST, AND BEWARE OF THEM THAT ARE FILTHY IN LUCRE. 14 LET ALL YOUR PETITIONS BE MADE OPENLY BEFORE GOD, AND BE YE STEADFAST IN THE MIND OF CHRIST. 15 AND WHAT THINGS ARE SOUND AND TRUE AND SOBER AND JUST AND TO BE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED, DO YE. 16 AND WHAT YE HAVE HEARD AND RECEIVED, KEEP FAST IN YOUR HEART. 17 AND PEACE SHALL BE UNTO YOU. 18 THE SAINTS SALUTE YOU. 19 THE GRACE OF THE LORD JESUS BE WITH YOUR SPIRIT. 20 AND CAUSE THIS EPISTLE TO BE READ UNTO THEM OF COLOSSAE, AND THE EPISTLE OF THE COLOSSIANS TO BE READ UNTO YOU. 
THE EPISTLES OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO SENECA, WITH SENECA’S TO PAUL
CHAPTER 1
ANNÆUS SENECA TO PAUL GREETING.
I SUPPOSE, PAUL, YOU HAVE BEEN INFORMED OF THAT CONVERSATION, WHICH PASSED YESTERDAY BETWEEN ME AND MY LUCILIUS, CONCERNING HYPOCRISY AND OTHER SUBJECTS; FOR THERE WERE SOME OF YOUR DISCIPLES IN COMPANY WITH US; 2 FOR WHEN WE WERE RETIRED INTO THE SALLUSTIAN GARDENS, THROUGH WHICH THEY WERE ALSO PASSING, AND WOULD HAVE GONE ANOTHER WAY, BY OUR PERSUASION THEY JOINED COMPANY WITH US. 3 I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE YOU TO BELIEVE, THAT WE MUCH WISH FOR YOUR CONVERSATION: 4 WE WERE MUCH DELIGHTED WITH YOUR BOOK OF MANY EPISTLES, WHICH YOU HAVE WROTE TO SOME CITIES AND CHIEF TOWNS OF PROVINCES, AND CONTAIN WONDERFUL INSTRUCTIONS FOR MORAL [SEXLESS] CONDUCT: 5 SUCH SENTIMENTS, AS I SUPPOSE YOU WERE NOT THE AUTHOR OF, BUT ONLY THE INSTRUMENT OF CONVEYING, THOUGH SOMETIMES BOTH THE AUTHOR AND THE INSTRUMENT. 6 FOR SUCH IS THE SUBLIMITY OF THOSE DOCTRINES, AND THEIR GRANDEUR, THAT I SUPPOSE THE AGE OF A MAN IS SCARCE SUFFICIENT TO BE INSTRUCTED AND PERFECTED IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEM. I WISH YOUR WELFARE, MY BROTHER. FAREWELL.
CHAPTER 2
PAUL TO SENECA GREETING.
I RECEIVED YOUR LETTER YESTERDAY WITH [SEXLESS] PLEASURE: TO WHICH I COULD IMMEDIATELY HAVE WROTE AN ANSWER, HAD THE YOUNG MAN BEEN AT HOME, WHOM I INTENDED TO HAVE SENT TO YOU: 2 FOR YOU KNOW WHEN, AND BY WHOM, AT WHAT SEASONS, AND TO WHOM I MUST DELIVER EVERY THING WHICH I SEND. 3 I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE THEREFORE YOU WOULD NOT CHARGE ME WITH NEGLIGENCE, IF I WAIT FOR A PROPER PERSON. 4 I RECKON MYSELF VERY HAPPY IN HAVING THE JUDGMENT OF SO VALUABLE A PERSON, THAT YOU ARE DELIGHTED WITH MY EPISTLES: 5 FOR YOU WOULD NOT BE ESTEEMED A CENSOR, A PHILOSOPHER, OR BE THE TUTOR OF SO GREAT A PRINCE, AND A MASTER OF EVERY THING, IF YOU WERE NOT SINCERE. I WISH YOU A LASTING PROSPERITY.
CHAPTER 3
ANNÆUS SENECA TO PAUL GREETING.
I HAVE COMPLETED SOME VOLUMES, AND DIVIDED THEM INTO THEIR PROPER PARTS. 2 I AM DETERMINED TO READ THEM TO CAESAR, AND IF ANY FAVOURABLE OPPORTUNITY HAPPENS, YOU ALSO SHALL BE PRESENT, WHEN THEY ARE READ; 3 BUT IF THAT CANNOT BE, I WILL APPOINT AND GIVE YOU NOTICE OF A DAY, WHEN WE WILL TOGETHER READ OVER THE PERFORMANCE. 4 I HAD DETERMINED, IF I COULD WITH SAFETY, FIRST TO HAVE YOUR OPINION OF IT, BEFORE I PUBLISHED IT TO CÆSAR, THAT YOU MIGHT BE CONVINCED OF MY [SEXLESS] AFFECTION TO YOU. FAREWELL, DEAREST PAUL.
CHAPTER 4
PAUL TO SENECA GREETING.
AS OFTEN AS I READ YOUR LETTERS, I IMAGINE YOU PRESENT WITH ME; NOR INDEED DO I [SEXUALLY] THINK ANY OTHER, THEN, THAT YOU ARE ALWAYS WITH US. 2 AS SOON THEREFORE AS YOU BEGIN TO COME, WE SHALL PRESENTLY SEE EACH OTHER. I WISH YOU ALL PROSPERITY.
CHAPTER 5
ANNÆUS SENECA TO PAUL GREETING.
WE ARE VERY MUCH CONCERNED AT YOUR TOO LONG ABSENCE FROM US. 2 WHAT IS IT, OR WHAT AFFAIRS ARE THEY, WHICH OBSTRUCT YOUR COMING? 3 IF YOU FEAR THE ANGER OF CÆSAR, BECAUSE YOU HAVE ABANDONED YOUR FORMER RELIGION, AND MADE PROSELYTES ALSO OF OTHERS, YOU HAVE THIS TO PLEAD, THAT YOUR ACTING THUS PROCEEDED NOT FROM INCONSTANCY, BUT JUDGMENT. FAREWELL.
CHAPTER 6
PAUL TO SENECA AND LUCILIUS GREETING.
CONCERNING THOSE THINGS ABOUT WHICH YE WROTE TO ME IT IS NOT PROPER FOR ME TO MENTION ANYTHING IN WRITING WITH PEN AND INK: THE ONE OF WHICH LEAVES MARKS, AND THE OTHER EVIDENTLY DECLARES THINGS. 2 ESPECIALLY SINCE I KNOW THAT THERE ARE NEAR YOU, AS WELL AS ME, THOSE WHO WILL UNDERSTAND MY MEANING. 3 DEFERENCE IS TO BE PAID TO ALL MEN, AND SO MUCH THE MORE, AS THEY ARE MORE LIKELY TO TAKE OCCASIONS OF [SEXUAL] QUARRELLING. 4 AND IF WE SHOW A SUBMISSIVE TEMPER, WE SHALL OVERCOME EFFECTUALLY IN ALL POINTS, IF SO, BE THEY ARE, WHO ARE CAPABLE OF SEEING AND ACKNOWLEDGING THEMSELVES TO HAVE BEEN IN THE WRONG. FAREWELL.
CHAPTER 7
ANNÆUS SENECA TO PAUL GREETING.
I PROFESS MYSELF EXTREMELY PLEASED WITH THE READING YOUR LETTERS TO THE GALATIANS, CORINTHIANS, AND PEOPLE OF ACHAIA. 2 FOR THE HOLY GHOST HAS IN THEM BY YOU DELIVERED THOSE SENTIMENTS WHICH ARE VERY LOFTY, SUBLIME, DESERVING OF ALL RESPECT, AND BEYOND YOUR OWN INVENTION. 3 I COULD WISH THEREFORE, THAT WHEN YOU ARE WRITING THINGS SO EXTRAORDINARY, THERE MIGHT NOT BE WANTING AN ELEGANCY OF SPEECH AGREEABLE TO THEIR MAJESTY. 4 AND I MUST OWN MY BROTHER, THAT I MAY NOT AT ONCE DISHONESTLY CONCEAL ANYTHING FROM YOU, AND BE UNFAITHFUL TO MY OWN CONSCIENCE, THAT THE EMPEROR IS EXTREMELY PLEASED WITH THE SENTIMENTS OF YOUR EPISTLES; 5 FOR WHEN HE HEARD THE BEGINNING OF THEM READ, HE DECLARED, THAT, HE WAS SURPRISED TO FIND SUCH NOTIONS IN A PERSON, WHO HAD NOT HAD A REGULAR EDUCATION. 6 TO WHICH I REPLIED, THAT THE GODS SOMETIMES MADE USE OF MEAN (INNOCENT) PERSONS TO SPEAK BY, AND GAVE HIM AN INSTANCE OF THIS IN A MEAN COUNTRYMAN, NAMED VATIENUS, WHO, WHEN HE WAS IN THE COUNTRY OF REATE, HAD TWO MEN APPEARED TO HIM, CALLED CASTOR AND POLLUX, AND RECEIVED A REVELATION FROM THE GODS. FAREWELL.
CHAPTER 8
PAUL TO SENECA GREETING.
ALTHOUGH I KNOW THE EMPEROR IS BOTH AN ADMIRER AND FAVOURER OF OUR (RELIGION), YET GIVE ME LEAVE TO ADVISE YOU AGAINST YOUR SUFFERING ANY INJURY, (BY SHEWING FAVOUR TO US.) 2 I [SEXLESSLY] THINK INDEED YOU VENTURED UPON A VERY DANGEROUS ATTEMPT, WHEN YOU WOULD DECLARE TO THE EMPEROR) THAT WHICH IS SO VERY CONTRARY TO HIS RELIGION, AND WAY OF WORSHIP; SEEING HE IS A WORSHIPPER OF THE HEATHEN GODS. 3 I KNOW NOT WHAT YOU PARTICULARLY HAD IN VIEW, WHEN YOU TOLD HIM OF THIS; BUT I SUPPOSE YOU DID IT OUT OF TOO GREAT RESPECT FOR ME. 4 BUT I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE THAT FOR THE FUTURE YOU WOULD NOT DO SO; FOR YOU HAD NEED BE CAREFUL, LEST BY SHEWING YOUR [SEXLESS] AFFECTION FOR ME, YOU SHOULD [SEXUALLY] OFFEND YOUR MASTER: 5 HIS ANGER INDEED WILL DO US NO HARM, IF HE CONTINUE A HEATHEN; NOR WILL HIS NOT BEING ANGRY BE OF ANY SERVICE TO US: 6 AND IF THE EMPRESS ACT WORTHY OF HER [SEXLESS] CHARACTER, SHE WILL NOT BE ANGRY; BUT IF SHE ACTS AS A WOMAN, SHE WILL BE AFFRONTED. FAREWELL.
CHAPTER 9
ANNÆUS SENECA TO PAUL GREETING.
I KNOW THAT MY LETTER, WHEREIN I ACQUAINTED YOU, THAT I HAD READ TO THE EMPEROR YOUR EPISTLES, DOES NOT SO MUCH AFFECT OF AS THE [DIVINE] NATURE OF THE THINGS (CONTAINED IN THEM), 2 WHICH DO SO POWERFULLY DIVERT MEN'S MINDS FROM THEIR FORMER MANNERS AND PRACTICES, THAT I HAVE ALWAYS BEEN SURPRISED, AND HAVE BEEN FULLY CONVINCED OF IT BY MANY ARGUMENTS HERETOFORE. 3 LET US THEREFORE BEGIN AFRESH; AND IF ANY THING HERETOFORE HAS BEEN IMPRUDENTLY ACTED, DO YOU FORGIVE. 4 I HAVE SENT YOU A BOOK DE COPIA VERBORUM. FAREWELL, DEAREST PAUL.
CHAPTER 10
PAUL TO SENECA GREETING.
AS OFTEN AS I WRITE TO YOU, AND PLACE MY NAME BEFORE YOURS, I DO A THING BOTH DISAGREEABLE TO MYSELF; AND CONTRARY TO OUR RELIGION: 2 FOR I OUGHT, AS I HAVE OFTEN DECLARED, TO BECOME ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN, AND TO HAVE THAT REGARD TO YOUR QUALITY, WHICH THE ROMAN [SEXLESS] LAW HAS HONOURED ALL SENATORS WITH; NAMELY, TO PUT MY NAME LAST IN THE (INSCRIPTION OF THE) EPISTLE, THAT I MAY NOT AT LENGTH WITH UNEASINESS AND SHAME BE OBLIGED TO DO THAT WHICH IT WAS ALWAYS MY [SEXLESS] INCLINATION TO DO. FAREWELL, MOST RESPECTED MASTER. DATED THE FIFTH OF THE CALENDS OF JULY, IN THE FOURTH CONSULSHIP OF NERO, AND MESSALA.
CHAPTER 11
ANNÆUS SENECA TO PAUL GREETING.
ALL HAPPINESS TO YOU, MY DEAREST PAUL. 2 IF A PERSON SO GREAT, AND EVERY WAY AGREEABLE AS YOU ARE, BECOME NOT ONLY A COMMON, BUT A MOST INTIMATE FRIEND TO ME, HOW HAPPY WILL BE THE CASE OF SENECA! 3 YOU THEREFORE, WHO ARE SO EMINENT, AND SO FAR, EXALTED ABOVE ALL, EVEN THE GREATEST, DO NOT [SEXUALLY] THINK YOURSELF UNFIT TO BE FIRST NAMED IN THE INSCRIPTION OF AN EPISTLE; 4 LEST I SHOULD SUSPECT YOU INTEND NOT SO MUCH TO TRY ME, AS TO BANTER ME; FOR YOU KNOW YOURSELF TO BE A ROMAN CITIZEN. 5 AND I COULD WISH TO BE IN THAT CIRCUMSTANCE OR STATION WHICH YOU ARE, AND THAT YOU WERE IN THE SAME THAT I AM. FAREWELL, DEAREST PAUL. DATED THE XTH OF THE CALENDS OF APRIL, IN THE CONSULSHIP OF APRIANUS AND CAPITO. 
CHAPTER 12
ANNÆUS SENECA TO PAUL GREETING.
ALL HAPPINESS TO YOU, MY DEAREST PAUL. DO YOU NOT SUPPOSE I AM EXTREMELY CONCERNED AND GRIEVED THAT YOUR INNOCENCE SHOULD BRING YOU INTO SUFFERINGS? 2 AND THAT ALL THE PEOPLE SHOULD SUPPOSE YOU (CHRISTIANS) SO CRIMINAL, AND IMAGINE ALL THE MISFORTUNES THAT HAPPEN TO THE CITY, TO BE CAUSED BY YOU? 3 BUT LET US BEAR THE CHARGE WITH A PATIENT TEMPER, APPEALING (FOR OUR INNOCENCE) TO THE COURT (ABOVE), WHICH IS THE ONLY ONE OUR HARD FORTUNE WILL ALLOW US TO ADDRESS TO, TILL AT LENGTH OUR MISFORTUNES SHALL END IN UNALTERABLE HAPPINESS. 4 FORMER AGES HAVE PRODUCED (TYRANTS) ALEXANDER THE SON OF PHILIP, AND DIONYSIUS; OURS ALSO HAS PRODUCED CAIUS CÆSAR; WHOSE [SEXUAL] INCLINATIONS WERE THEIR ONLY [SEXUAL] LAWS. 5 AS TO THE FREQUENT BURNINGS OF THE CITY OF ROME, THE CAUSE IS MANIFEST; AND IF A PERSON IN MY MEAN CIRCUMSTANCES MIGHT BE ALLOWED TO SPEAK, AND ONE MIGHT DECLARE THESE DARK THINGS WITHOUT DANGER, EVERY ONE SHOULD SEE THE WHOLE OF THE MATTER. 6 THE CHRISTIANS AND JEWS ARE INDEED COMMONLY PUNISHED FOR THE [SEXUAL] CRIME OF BURNING THE CITY; BUT THAT IMPIOUS MISCREANT, WHO DELIGHTS IN MURDERS AND BUTCHERIES, AND DISGUISES HIS VILLANIES WITH LIES, IS APPOINTED TO, OR RESERVED TILL, HIS PROPER TIME. 7 AND AS THE LIFE OF EVERY EXCELLENT PERSON IS NOW SACRIFICED INSTEAD OF THAT ONE PERSON (WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF THE MISCHIEF), SO THIS ONE SHALL BE SACRIFICED FOR MANY, AND HE SHALL BE DEVOTED TO BE BURNT WITH FIRE INSTEAD OF ALL. 8 ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-TWO HOUSES, AND FOUR WHOLE SQUARES (OR ISLANDS) WERE BURNT DOWN IN SIX DAYS: THE SEVENTH PUT AN END TO THE BURNING. I WISH YOU ALL HAPPINESS. 9 DATED THE FIFTH OF THE CALENDS OF APRIL, IN THE CONSULSHIP OF FRIGIUS AND BASSUS. 
CHAPTER 13
ANNÆUS SENECA TO PAUL GREETING.
ALL HAPPINESS TO YOU, MY DEAREST PAUL. 2 YOU HAVE, WROTE MANY VOLUMES IN AN ALLEGORICAL AND MYSTICAL STYLE, AND THEREFORE SUCH MIGHTY MATTERS AND BUSINESS BEING COMMITTED TO YOU, REQUIRE NOT TO BE SET OFF WITH ANY RHETORICAL FLOURISHES OF SPEECH, BUT ONLY WITH SOME PROPER ELEGANCE. 3 I REMEMBER YOU OFTEN SAY, THAT MANY BY AFFECTING SUCH A STYLE DO INJURY TO THEIR SUBJECTS, AND LOSE THE FORCE OF THE MATTERS THEY TREAT OF. 4 BUT IN THIS I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE YOU TO REGARD ME, NAMELY, TO HAVE RESPECT TO TRUE LATIN, AND TO CHOOSE JUST WORDS, THAT SO YOU MAY THE BETTER MANAGE THE NOBLE TRUST WHICH IS REPOSED IN YOU. 5 FAREWELL. DATED 5TH OF THE NAMES OF JULY, LEO AND SAVINUS CONSULS. 
CHAPTER 14
PAUL TO SENECA GREETING.
YOUR SERIOUS CONSIDERATION REQUITED WITH THESE DISCOVERIES, WHICH THE DIVINE BEING HAS GRANTED BUT TO FEW. 2 I AM THEREBY ASSURED THAT I SOW THE MOST-STRONG SEED IN A FERTILE SOIL, NOT ANYTHING MATERIAL, WHICH IS SUBJECT TO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, BUT THE DURABLE WORD OF GOD, WHICH SHALL INCREASE AND BRING FORTH FRUIT TO ETERNITY. 3 THAT WHICH BY YOUR WISDOM YOU HAVE ATTAINED TO, SHALL ABIDE WITHOUT DECAY FOR EVER. 4 BELIEVE THAT YOU OUGHT TO AVOID THE SUPERSTITIONS OF JEWS AND GENTILES. 5 THE THINGS WHICH YOU HAVE IN SOME MEASURE ARRIVED TO, PRUDENTLY MAKE KNOWN TO THE EMPEROR, HIS FAMILY, AND TO FAITHFUL FRIENDS; 6 AND THOUGH YOUR SENTIMENTS WILL SEEM DISAGREEABLE, AND NOT BE COMPREHENDED BY THEM, SEEING MOST OF THEM WILL NOT REGARD YOUR DISCOURSES, YET THE WORD OF GOD ONCE INFUSED INTO THEM, WILL AT LENGTH MAKE THEM BECOME NEW MEN, ASPIRING TOWARDS GOD. 7 FAREWELL SENECA, WHO ART MOST DEAR TO US. DATED ON THE CALENDS OF AUGUST, IN THE CONSULSHIP OF LEO AND SAVINUS.
THE ACTS OF PAUL AND THECLA  
CHAPTER 1
WHEN PAUL WENT UP TO ICONIUM AFTER HIS FLIGHT FROM ANTIOCH, DEMAS AND HERMOGENES BECAME HIS COMPANIONS, WHO WERE THEN FULL OF HYPOCRISY. BUT PAUL LOOKED ONLY AT THE GOODNESS OF GOD AND DID THEM NO HARM, BUT [SEXLESSLY] LOVED THEM GREATLY. ACCORDINGLY, HE ENDEAVORED TO MAKE AGREEABLE TO THEM ALL THE ORACLES AND DOCTRINES OF CHRIST, AND THE DESIGN OF THE GOSPEL OF GOD'S WELL-BELOVED SON, INSTRUCTING THEM IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST AS IT WAS REVEALED TO HIM. AND A CERTAIN MAN NAMED ONESIPHORUS, HEARING THAT PAUL WAS COMING TO ICONIUM, WENT OUT SPEEDILY TOGETHER WITH HIS WIFE LECTRA AND HIS SONS SIMMIA AND ZENO, TO MEET HIM AND INVITE HIM TO THEIR HOUSE. FOR TITUS HAD GIVEN THEM A DESCRIPTION OF PAUL'S PERSONAGE, FOR AS YET THEY DID NOT KNOW HIM IN PERSON BUT WERE ONLY ACQUAINTED WITH HIS [SEXLESS] CHARACTER. THEY WENT IN THE KING'S HIGHWAY TO LYSTRA AND STOOD THERE WAITING FOR HIM, COMPARING ALL WHO PASSED BY WITH THAT DESCRIPTION WHICH TITUS HAD GIVEN THEM. AT LENGTH THEY SAW A MAN COMING (NAMELY PAUL), OF A SMALL STATURE WITH MEETING EYEBROWS, BALD [OR SHAVED] HEAD, BOW-LEGGED, STRONGLY BUILT, HOLLOW-EYED, WITH A LARGE CROOKED NOSE; HE WAS FULL OF GRACE, FOR SOMETIMES HE APPEARED AS A MAN, SOMETIMES HE HAD THE COUNTENANCE OF AN ANGEL. AND PAUL SAW ONESIPHORUS AND WAS GLAD. AND ONESIPHORUS SAID: HAIL, SERVANT OF THE BLESSED GOD. PAUL REPLIED, THE GRACE OF GOD BE WITH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY. BUT DEMAS AND HERMOGENES WERE MOVED WITH ENVY, AND UNDER A SHOW OF GREAT RELIGION, DEMAS SAID, AND ARE NOT WE ALSO SERVANTS OF THE BLESSED GOD? WHY DID YOU NOT SALUTE US? ONESIPHORUS REPLIED, BECAUSE I HAVE NOT PERCEIVED IN YOU THE FRUITS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; NEVERTHELESS, IF YOU ARE OF THAT SORT, YOU SHALL BE WELCOME TO MY HOUSE ALSO. THEN PAUL WENT TO THE HOUSE OF ONESIPHORUS, AND THERE WAS GREAT JOY AMONG THE FAMILY ON THAT ACCOUNT; AND THEY EMPLOYED THEMSELVES IN PRAYER, BREAKING BREAD, AND HEARING PAUL PREACH THE WORD OF GOD CONCERNING TEMPERANCE AND THE RESURRECTION, IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER: BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD. BLESSED ARE THEY WHO KEEP THEIR FLESH UNDEFILED, FOR THEY SHALL BE THE TEMPLE OF GOD. BLESSED ARE THE TEMPERATE, FOR GOD WILL REVEAL HIMSELF TO THEM. BLESSED ARE THEY THAT ABANDON THEIR SECULAR ENJOYMENTS, FOR THEY SHALL BE ACCEPTED OF GOD. BLESSED ARE THEY WHO HAVE WIVES, AS THOUGH THEY HAD THEM NOT, FOR THEY SHALL BE MADE ANGELS OF GOD. BLESSED ARE THEY WHO TREMBLE AT THE WORD OF GOD, FOR THEY SHALL BE COMFORTED. BLESSED ARE THEY WHO KEEP THEIR BAPTISM PURE, FOR THEY SHALL FIND PEACE WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], SON [JESUS], AND HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN]. BLESSED ARE THEY WHO PURSUE THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS CHRIST, FOR THEY SHALL BE CALLED THE SONS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. BLESSED ARE THEY WHO OBSERVE THE INSTRUCTIONS OF JESUS CHRIST, FOR THEY SHALL DWELL IN ETERNAL LIGHT. BLESSED ARE THEY, WHO FOR THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF CHRIST, ABANDON THE GLORIES OF THE WORLD, FOR THEY SHALL JUDGE ANGELS [1ST CORINTHIANS 6:3], AND BE PLACED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF CHRIST, AND SHALL NOT SUFFER THE BITTERNESS OF THE LAST JUDGMENT. BLESSED ARE THE BODIES AND SOULS OF VIRGINS, FOR THEY ARE ACCEPTABLE TO GOD AND SHALL NOT LOSE THE REWARD OF THEIR VIRGINITY, FOR THE WORD OF THEIR FATHER [STEPHEN] SHALL PROVE EFFECTUAL TO THEIR SALVATION IN THE DAY OF HIS SON, AND THEY SHALL ENJOY REST FOREVERMORE.
CHAPTER 2
WHILE PAUL WAS PREACHING THIS SERMON IN THE CHURCH WHICH WAS IN THE HOUSE OF ONESIPHORUS, A CERTAIN VIRGIN NAMED THECLA (WHOSE MOTHER'S NAME WAS THEOCLIA, AND WHO WAS BETROTHED TO A MAN NAMED THAMYRIS) SAT AT A CERTAIN WINDOW IN HER HOUSE. FROM WHERE, BY THE ADVANTAGE OF A WINDOW IN THE HOUSE WHERE PAUL WAS, SHE BOTH NIGHT AND DAY HEARD PAUL'S SERMONS CONCERNING GOD, CONCERNING CHARITY, CONCERNING FAITH IN CHRIST, AND CONCERNING PRAYER; NOR WOULD SHE DEPART FROM THE WINDOW TILL WITH EXCEEDING JOY SHE WAS SUBDUED TO THE DOCTRINES OF FAITH. AT LENGTH, WHEN SHE SAW MANY WOMEN AND VIRGINS GOING IN TO PAUL, SHE EARNESTLY [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THAT SHE MIGHT BE [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT WORTHY TO APPEAR IN HIS PRESENCE AND HEAR THE WORD OF CHRIST; FOR SHE HAD NOT YET SEEN PAUL'S PERSON, BUT ONLY HEARD HIS SERMONS. BUT WHEN SHE WOULD NOT BE PREVAILED UPON TO DEPART FROM THE WINDOW, HER MOTHER SENT TO THAMYRIS, WHO CAME WITH THE GREATEST [SEXLESS] PLEASURE, AS HE HOPED NOW TO MARRY HER. ACCORDINGLY, HE SAID TO THEOCLIA, WHERE IS MY THECLA? THEOCLIA REPLIED, THAMYRIS, I HAVE SOMETHING VERY STRANGE TO TELL YOU. THECLA, FOR THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS, WILL NOT MOVE FROM THE WINDOW NOT SO MUCH AS TO EAT OR DRINK, BUT IS SO [SEXUALLY] INTENT IN HEARING THE ARTFUL AND DELUSIVE DISCOURSES OF A CERTAIN FOREIGNER, THAT I AM COMPLETELY ASTONISHED, THAMYRIS, THAT A YOUNG WOMAN OF HER KNOWN MODESTY WILL SUFFER HERSELF TO BE SO PREVAILED UPON. FOR THAT MAN HAS DISTURBED THE WHOLE CITY OF ICONIUM, AND EVEN YOUR THECLA, AMONG OTHERS. ALL THE WOMEN AND YOUNG MEN FLOCK TO HIM TO RECEIVE HIS DOCTRINE; WHO, BESIDES ALL THE REST, TELLS THEM THAT THERE IS BUT ONE GOD WHO ALONE IS TO BE WORSHIPPED, AND THAT WE OUGHT TO LIVE IN CHASTITY. NOTWITHSTANDING THIS, MY DAUGHTER THECLA, LIKE A SPIDER'S WEB FASTENED TO THE WINDOW, IS CAPTIVATED BY THE DISCOURSES OF PAUL, AND ATTENDS UPON THEM WITH PRODIGIOUS EAGERNESS AND VAST DELIGHT; AND THUS, BY ATTENDING TO WHAT HE SAYS, THE YOUNG WOMAN IS SEDUCED. NOW YOU GO AND SPEAK TO HER, FOR SHE IS BETROTHED TO YOU. ACCORDINGLY, THAMYRIS WENT, AND SALUTED HER WITH CARE NOT TO SURPRISE HER, AND SAID, THECLA, MY SPOUSE, WHY ARE YOU SITTING IN THIS MELANCHOLY POSTURE? WHAT STRANGE IMPRESSIONS ARE MADE UPON YOU? TURN TO THAMYRIS, AND BLUSH. HER MOTHER ALSO SPOKE TO HER AFTER THE SAME MANNER AND SAID, CHILD, WHY DO YOU SIT SO MELANCHOLY, LIKE ONE ASTONISHED, AND MAKE NO REPLY? THEN THEY WEPT EXCEEDINGLY: THAMYRIS, THAT HE HAD LOST HIS FUTURE SPOUSE; THEOCLIA, THAT SHE HAD LOST HER DAUGHTER; AND THE MAIDS, THAT THEY HAD LOST THEIR MISTRESS; AND THERE WAS UNIVERSAL MOURNING IN THE FAMILY. BUT ALL THESE THINGS MADE NO IMPRESSION ON THECLA TO INCLINE HER SO MUCH AS TO TURN AND TAKE NOTICE OF THEM, FOR SHE CONTINUED TO CONTEMPLATE ON THE DISCOURSES OF PAUL. THEN THAMYRIS RAN INTO THE STREET TO OBSERVE WHO THEY WERE WHO WENT IN TO PAUL AND CAME OUT FROM HIM; AND HE SAW TWO MEN ENGAGED IN A VERY WARM DISPUTE, AND SAID TO THEM; SIRS, WHAT BUSINESS HAVE YOU HERE? AND WHO IS THAT MAN WITHIN, BELONGING TO YOU, WHO DELUDES THE MINDS OF MEN, BOTH YOUNG MEN AND VIRGINS, PERSUADING THEM THAT THEY OUGHT NOT TO MARRY BUT CONTINUE AS THEY ARE? I PROMISE TO GIVE YOU A CONSIDERABLE SUM IF YOU WILL GIVE ME A JUST ACCOUNT OF HIM, FOR I AM THE CHIEF PERSON OF THIS CITY. DEMAS AND HERMOGENES REPLIED, WE CANNOT SO EXACTLY TELL WHO HE IS, BUT WE KNOW THAT HE DEPRIVES YOUNG MEN OF THEIR INTENDED WIVES, AND VIRGINS OF THEIR INTENDED HUSBANDS, BY TEACHING, THERE CAN BE NO FUTURE RESURRECTION, UNLESS YOU CONTINUE IN CHASTITY AND DO NOT DEFILE YOUR FLESH.
CHAPTER 3
THEN THAMYRIS SAID, COME ALONG WITH ME TO MY HOUSE AND REFRESH YOURSELVES. SO, THEY WENT TO A VERY SPLENDID ENTERTAINMENT WHERE THERE WAS WINE IN ABUNDANCE AND VERY RICH PROVISION. THEY WERE BROUGHT TO A TABLE RICHLY SPREAD, AND MADE TO DRINK PLENTIFULLY BY THAMYRIS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXLESS] LOVE HE HAD FOR THECLA AND HIS [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO MARRY HER. THEN THAMYRIS SAID, I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE YOU WOULD INFORM ME WHAT THE DOCTRINES OF THIS PAUL ARE, THAT I MAY UNDERSTAND THEM; FOR I HAVE NO SMALL CONCERN ABOUT THECLA, SEEING SHE SO DELIGHTS IN THAT STRANGER'S DISCOURSES THAT I AM IN DANGER OF LOSING MY INTENDED WIFE. THEN DEMAS AND HERMOGENES TOGETHER ANSWERED AND SAID, LET HIM BE BROUGHT BEFORE THE GOVERNOR CASTELLIUS AS ONE WHO ENDEAVORS TO PERSUADE THE PEOPLE INTO THE NEW RELIGION OF THE CHRISTIANS, AND HE, ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF CAESAR, WILL PUT HIM TO DEATH, BY WHICH MEANS YOU WILL OBTAIN YOUR WIFE; WHILE WE AT THE SAME TIME WILL TEACH HER THAT THE RESURRECTION THAT HE SPEAKS OF IS ALREADY COME AND CONSISTS IN OUR HAVING CHILDREN, AND THAT WE THEN AROSE AGAIN WHEN WE CAME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. UPON GETTING THIS ACCOUNT FROM THEM, THAMYRIS WAS FILLED WITH HOT RESENTMENT, AND RISING EARLY IN THE MORNING HE WENT TO THE HOUSE OF ONESIPHORUS, ATTENDED BY THE MAGISTRATES, THE JAILOR, AND A GREAT MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE WITH STAVES, AND SAID TO PAUL; YOU HAVE PERVERTED THE CITY OF ICONIUM, AND AMONG THE REST, THECLA, WHO IS BETROTHED TO ME, SO THAT NOW SHE WILL NOT MARRY ME. YOU MUST THEREFORE GO WITH US TO THE GOVERNOR CASTELLIUS. AND ALL THE MULTITUDE CRIED OUT, AWAY WITH THIS IMPOSTOR, FOR HE HAS PERVERTED THE MINDS OF OUR WIVES, AND ALL THE PEOPLE PAY ATTENTION TO HIM.
CHAPTER 4
THEN THAMYRIS STOOD BEFORE THE GOVERNOR'S JUDGMENT-SEAT AND SPOKE WITH A LOUD VOICE IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER. O GOVERNOR, I KNOW NOT WHERE THIS MAN COMES FROM, BUT HE IS ONE WHO TEACHES THAT MATRIMONY IS [SEXUALLY] UNLAWFUL. COMMAND HIM THEREFORE TO DECLARE BEFORE YOU FOR WHAT REASON HE PUBLISHES SUCH DOCTRINES. WHILE HE WAS SAYING THUS, DEMAS AND HERMOGENES WHISPERED TO THAMYRIS AND SAID: SAY THAT HE IS A CHRISTIAN, AND HE WILL PRESENTLY BE PUT TO DEATH. BUT THE GOVERNOR WAS MORE DELIBERATE, AND CALLING TO PAUL, HE SAID, WHO, ARE YOU? WHAT DO YOU TEACH? THEY SEEM TO LAY GROSS [SEXUAL] CRIMES TO YOUR CHARGE. PAUL THEN SPOKE WITH A LOUD VOICE SAYING, AS I AM NOW CALLED TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF MY DOCTRINES, O GOVERNOR, I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE YOUR AUDIENCE. THAT GOD, WHO IS A GOD OF VENGEANCE, AND WHO STANDS IN NEED OF NOTHING BUT THE SALVATION OF HIS CREATURES, HAS SENT ME TO RECLAIM THEM FROM THEIR WICKEDNESS AND [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIONS, FROM ALL [SEXUALLY] SINFUL [SEXUAL] PLEASURES, AND FROM DEATH; AND TO PERSUADE THEM TO [SEXUALLY] SIN NO MORE. ON THIS ACCOUNT, GOD SENT HIS SON JESUS CHRIST, WHOM I PREACH, AND IN WHOM I INSTRUCT MEN TO PLACE THEIR HOPES AS THAT ONLY PERSON WHO HAD SUCH COMPASSION ON THE DELUDED WORLD, THAT IT MIGHT NOT BE CONDEMNED, O GOVERNOR, BUT HAVE FAITH, THE FEAR OF GOD, THE KNOWLEDGE OF RELIGION, AND THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF TRUTH. SO THAT IF I ONLY TEACH THOSE THINGS WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED BY REVELATION FROM GOD, WHERE IS MY [SEXUAL] CRIME? WHEN THE GOVERNOR HEARD THIS, HE ORDERED PAUL TO BE BOUND AND TO BE PUT IN PRISON TILL HE COULD BE MORE AT LEISURE TO HEAR HIM MORE FULLY. BUT IN THE NIGHT, THECLA TOOK OFF HER EARRINGS AND GAVE THEM TO THE TURNKEY OF THE PRISON, WHO THEN OPENED THE DOORS TO HER AND LET HER IN; AND WHEN SHE MADE A PRESENT OF A SILVER LOOKING-GLASS TO THE JAILOR, SHE WAS ALLOWED TO GO INTO THE ROOM WHERE PAUL WAS; THEN SHE SAT DOWN AT HIS FEET AND HEARD FROM HIM THE GREAT THINGS OF GOD. AND AS SHE PERCEIVED PAUL NOT TO BE AFRAID OF SUFFERING, BUT THAT BY DIVINE ASSISTANCE HE BEHAVED HIMSELF WITH COURAGE, HER FAITH SO FAR INCREASED THAT SHE KISSED HIS CHAINS.
CHAPTER 5
AT LENGTH THECLA WAS MISSED AND SOUGHT FOR BY THE FAMILY AND BY THAMYRIS IN EVERY STREET AS THOUGH SHE HAD BEEN LOST, BUT ONE OF THE PORTER'S FELLOW-SERVANTS TOLD THEM THAT SHE HAD GONE OUT IN THE NIGHT. THEN THEY EXAMINED THE PORTER AND HE TOLD THEM THAT SHE WAS GONE TO THE PRISON TO THE STRANGE MAN. THEY THEREFORE WENT ACCORDING TO HIS DIRECTION AND FOUND HER THERE; AND WHEN THEY CAME OUT, THEY GOT A MOB [MAFIA] TOGETHER AND WENT AND TOLD THE GOVERNOR ALL THAT HAPPENED. THEN HE ORDERED PAUL TO BE BROUGHT BEFORE HIS JUDGMENT-SEAT. THECLA IN THE MEANTIME LAY WALLOWING ON THE GROUND IN THE PRISON, IN THAT SAME PLACE WHERE PAUL HAD SAT TO TEACH HER. THEN THE GOVERNOR ALSO ORDERED HER TO BE BROUGHT BEFORE HIS JUDGMENT-SEAT. SHE RECEIVED THE SUMMONS WITH JOY AND WENT. WHEN PAUL WAS BROUGHT THERE, THE MOB [MAFIA] RIED OUT WITH MORE VEHEMENCE, HE IS A MAGICIAN, SO LET HIM DIE. NEVERTHELESS, THE GOVERNOR ATTENDED WITH [SEXLESS] PLEASURE UPON PAUL'S DISCOURSES OF THE HOLY WORKS OF CHRIST, AND AFTER CALLING TOGETHER A COUNCIL, HE SUMMONED THECLA AND SAID TO HER, WHY, DO YOU NOT, ACCORDING TO THE [SEXUAL] LAW OF THE ICONIANS, MARRY THAMYRIS? SHE STOOD STILL WITH HER EYES FIXED UPON PAUL, AND FINDING SHE MADE NO REPLY, THEOCLIA HER MOTHER CRIED OUT, LET THE UNJUST CREATURE BE BURNED; LET HER BE BURNED IN THE MIDST OF THE THEATRE FOR REFUSING THAMYRIS, SO ALL WOMEN MAY LEARN FROM HER TO AVOID SUCH PRACTICES. THEN THE GOVERNOR WAS EXCEEDINGLY CONCERNED AND ORDERED PAUL TO BE WHIPPED OUT OF THE CITY AND THECLA TO BE BURNED. SO, THE GOVERNOR AROSE AND WENT IMMEDIATELY INTO THE AMPHITHEATER; AND ALL THE PEOPLE WENT FORTH TO SEE THE DISMAL SIGHT. BUT THECLA, JUST AS A LAMB IN THE WILDERNESS LOOKS EVERY WAY TO SEE HIS SHEPHERD, LOOKED AROUND FOR PAUL; AND AS SHE WAS LOOKING UPON THE MULTITUDE, SHE SAW THE LORD JESUS IN THE LIKENESS OF PAUL, AND SAID TO HERSELF, PAUL HAS COME TO SEE ME IN MY DISTRESSED CIRCUMSTANCES. AND SHE FIXED HER EYES UPON HIM, BUT HE INSTANTLY ASCENDED UP TO HEAVEN WHILE SHE LOOKED ON HIM. THEN THE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN BROUGHT WOOD AND STRAW FOR THE BURNING OF THECLA; WHO, BEING BROUGHT NAKED TO THE STAKE, EXTORTED TEARS FROM THE GOVERNOR, WHO WAS SURPRISED TO SEE THE GREATNESS OF HER BEAUTY. AND WHEN THEY HAD PLACED THE WOOD IN ORDER, THE PEOPLE COMMANDED HER TO GO UPON IT, AND SHE DID SO, FIRST MAKING THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. THEN THE PEOPLE SET FIRE TO THE PILE; THOUGH THE FLAME WAS EXCEEDING LARGE, IT DID NOT TOUCH HER, FOR GOD TOOK COMPASSION ON HER AND CAUSED A GREAT ERUPTION FROM THE EARTH BENEATH, AND A CLOUD FROM ABOVE TO POUR DOWN GREAT QUANTITIES OF RAIN AND HAIL; SO THAT BY THE RUPTURE OF THE EARTH, VERY MANY WERE IN GREAT DANGER AND SOME WERE KILLED, BUT THE FIRE WAS EXTINGUISHED AND THECLA PRESERVED.
CHAPTER 6
IN THE MEANTIME, PAUL, TOGETHER WITH ONESIPHORUS, HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN, WAS KEEPING A FAST IN A CERTAIN CAVE WHICH WAS IN THE ROAD FROM ICONIUM TO DAPHNE. AND WHEN THEY HAD FASTED FOR SEVERAL DAYS, THE CHILDREN SAID TO PAUL, FATHER, WE ARE HUNGRY AND HAVE NOTHING WITH WHICH TO BUY BREAD; FOR ONESIPHORUS HAD LEFT ALL HIS SUBSTANCE TO FOLLOW PAUL WITH THIS FAMILY. THEN PAUL, TAKING OFF HIS COAT, SAID TO THE BOY, GO, CHILD, AND BUY BREAD, AND BRING IT BACK. BUT WHILE THE BOY WAS BUYING THE BREAD, HE SAW HIS NEIGHBOR THECLA AND WAS SURPRISED, AND SAID TO HER, THECLA, WHERE ARE YOU GOING? SHE REPLIED, I AM IN SEARCH OF PAUL, HAVING BEEN DELIVERED FROM THE FLAMES. THEN THE BOY SAID, I WILL TAKE YOU TO HIM, FOR HE IS GREATLY CONCERNED ON YOUR ACCOUNT, AND HAS BEEN IN PRAYER AND FASTING THESE SIX DAYS. WHEN THECLA CAME TO THE CAVE, SHE FOUND PAUL UPON HIS KNEES PRAYING AND SAYING, O LORD JESUS CHRIST, GRANT THAT THE FIRE MAY NOT TOUCH THECLA, BUT BE HER HELPER, FOR SHE IS YOUR SERVANT. THECLA, STANDING BEHIND HIM, CRIED OUT IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS: O SOVEREIGN LORD, [TRUE] CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF YOUR BELOVED AND HOLY SON, I PRAISE YOU THAT YOU HAVE PRESERVED ME FROM THE FIRE TO SEE PAUL AGAIN. PAUL THEN AROSE AND WHEN HE SAW HER, SAID, O GOD, WHO SEARCHES THE HEART, FATHER [STEPHEN] OF MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, I PRAISE YOU THAT YOU HAVE ANSWERED MY PRAYER. AND THERE PREVAILED AMONG THEM IN THE CAVE AN ENTIRE [SEXLESS] AFFECTION TO EACH OTHER; PAUL, ONESIPHORUS, AND ALL THAT WERE WITH THEM WERE FILLED WITH JOY. THEY HAD FIVE LOAVES, WITH SOME HERBS AND WATER, AND THEY SOLACED EACH OTHER IN REFLECTIONS UPON THE HOLY WORKS OF CHRIST. THEN SAID THECLA TO PAUL, IF, YOU BE PLEASED WITH IT, I WILL FOLLOW YOU WHEREVER YOU GO. HE REPLIED TO HER, PERSONS ARE NOW MUCH GIVEN TO FORNICATION, AND YOU BEING HANDSOME, I AM AFRAID YOU MIGHT MEET WITH GREATER TEMPTATION THAN THE FORMER ONE, AND WOULD NOT WITHSTAND IT, BUT BE OVERCOME. THECLA REPLIED, GRANT ME ONLY THE SEAL OF CHRIST, AND NO TEMPTATION SHALL AFFECT ME. PAUL ANSWERED, THECLA, WAIT WITH PATIENCE, AND YOU WILL RECEIVE THE GIFT OF CHRIST.
CHAPTER 7
THEN PAUL SENT BACK ONESIPHORUS AND HIS FAMILY TO THEIR OWN HOME, AND TAKING THECLA ALONG WITH HIM, HE WENT TO ANTIOCH; AND AS SOON AS THEY CAME INTO THE CITY, A CERTAIN SYRIAN NAMED ALEXANDER, A MAGISTRATE IN THE CITY, WHO HAD DONE MANY CONSIDERABLE SERVICES FOR THE CITY DURING HIS MAGISTRACY, SAW THECLA AND FELL IN [SEXLESS] LOVE WITH HER, AND ENDEAVORED BY MANY RICH PRESENTS TO ENGAGE PAUL IN HIS INTEREST. BUT PAUL TOLD HIM, I DO NOT KNOW THE WOMAN OF WHOM YOU SPEAK, NOR DOES SHE BELONG TO ME.BUT HE, BEING A PERSON OF GREAT POWER IN ANTIOCH, SEIZED HER IN THE STREET AND KISSED HER; WHICH THECLA WOULD NOT BEAR, BUT LOOKING ABOUT FOR PAUL, CRIED OUT IN A DISTRESSED LOUD TONE, FORCE ME NOT, WHO AM A STRANGER; FORCE ME NOT, WHO AM A SERVANT OF GOD; I AM ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL PERSONS OF ICONIUM, AND WAS OBLIGED TO LEAVE THAT CITY BECAUSE I WOULD NOT BE MARRIED TO THAMYRIS. THEN SHE LAID HOLD ON ALEXANDER, TORE HIS COAT, AND TOOK HIS CROWN OFF HIS HEAD, AND MADE HIM APPEAR RIDICULOUS BEFORE ALL THE PEOPLE. BUT ALEXANDER, PARTLY BECAUSE HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HER AND PARTLY BEING ASHAMED OF WHAT HAD BEEN DONE, LED HER TO THE GOVERNOR; AND UPON HER CONFESSION OF WHAT SHE HAD DONE, HE CONDEMNED HER TO BE THROWN AMONG THE BEASTS.
CHAPTER 8
WHEN THE PEOPLE SAW THIS, THEY SAID: THE JUDGMENTS PASSED IN THIS CITY ARE UNJUST. BUT THECLA [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED ONLY THE FAVOR OF THE GOVERNOR THAT HER CHASTITY MIGHT NOT BE ATTACKED, BUT PRESERVED TILL SHE SHOULD BE CAST TO THE BEASTS. THE GOVERNOR THEN INQUIRED WHO WOULD LODGE HER, AND A CERTAIN VERY RICH WIDOW NAMED TRIFINA, WHOSE DAUGHTER WAS LATELY DEAD, ASKED THAT SHE MIGHT HAVE THE KEEPING OF HER; AND SHE BEGAN TO TREAT HER IN HER HOUSE AS HER OWN DAUGHTER. AT LENGTH A DAY CAME WHEN THE BEASTS WERE TO BE BROUGHT FORTH TO BE SEEN, AND THECLA WAS BROUGHT TO THE AMPHITHEATER IN THE PRESENCE OF A MULTITUDE OF SPECTATORS, AND PUT INTO A DEN IN WHICH WAS AN EXCEEDING FIERCE SHE-LION. TRIFINA, WITHOUT ANY SURPRISE, ACCOMPANIED THECLA, AND THE SHE-LION LICKED THE FEET OF THECLA. THE TITLE WRITTEN WHICH DENOTED HER [SEXUAL] CRIME WAS SACRILEGE. THEN THE WOMAN [TRIFINA] CRIED OUT, O GOD, THE JUDGMENTS OF THIS CITY ARE UNRIGHTEOUS. AFTER THE BEASTS HAD BEEN SHOWN, TRIFINA TOOK THECLA HOME WITH HER, AND THEY WENT TO BED. AND BEHOLD, THE DAUGHTER OF TRIFINA, WHO WAS DEAD, APPEARED TO HER MOTHER AND SAID: MOTHER, LET THE YOUNG WOMAN THECLA BE REPUTED BY YOU AS YOUR DAUGHTER IN MY PLACE, AND ASK HER TO PRAY FOR ME, THAT I MAY BE TRANSLATED TO A STATE OF HAPPINESS. UPON WHICH TRIFINA, WITH A MOURNFUL AIR, SAID, MY DAUGHTER FALCONILLA HAS APPEARED TO ME AND ORDERED ME TO RECEIVE YOU IN HER PLACE; WHEREFORE I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE, THECLA, THAT YOU WOULD PRAY FOR MY DAUGHTER THAT SHE MAY BE TRANSLATED INTO A STATE OF HAPPINESS AND TO LIFE ETERNAL. WHEN THECLA HEARD THIS, SHE IMMEDIATELY PRAYED TO THE LORD AND SAID: O LORD GOD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, JESUS CHRIST, SON OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], GRANT THAT HER DAUGHTER FALCONILLA MAY LIVE FOREVER. TRIFINA HEARING THIS GROANED AGAIN AND SAID, O UNRIGHTEOUS JUDGMENTS! O UNREASONABLE WICKEDNESS THAT SUCH A CREATURE SHOULD AGAIN BE CAST TO THE BEASTS! AT DAYBREAK THE NEXT MORNING, ALEXANDER CAME TO TRIFINA'S HOUSE AND SAID, THE GOVERNOR AND THE PEOPLE ARE WAITING; BRING THE CRIMINAL FORTH. BUT TRIFINA RAN IN SO VIOLENTLY UPON HIM THAT HE WAS AFFRIGHTED AND RAN AWAY. TRIFINA WAS ONE OF THE ROYAL FAMILY; AND SHE THUS EXPRESSED HER SORROW AND SAID: ALAS! I HAVE TROUBLE IN MY HOUSE ON TWO ACCOUNTS, AND THERE IS NO ONE WHO WILL RELIEVE ME, EITHER FOR THE LOSS OF MY DAUGHTER, OR FOR BEING UNABLE TO SAVE THECLA. BUT NOW, O LORD GOD, YOU BE THE HELPER OF THECLA YOUR SERVANT. WHILE SHE WAS THUS ENGAGED, THE GOVERNOR SENT ONE OF HIS OWN OFFICERS TO BRING THECLA. TRIFINA TOOK HER BY THE HAND, AND GOING WITH HER, SAID: I WENT WITH FALCONILLA TO HER GRAVE AND NOW MUST GO WITH THECLA TO THE BEASTS. WHEN THECLA HEARD THIS, SHE PRAYED WEEPING AND SAID: O LORD GOD, WHOM I HAVE MADE MY CONFIDENCE AND REFUGE, REWARD TRIFINA FOR HER COMPASSION TO ME AND FOR PRESERVING MY CHASTITY. UPON THIS THERE WAS A GREAT NOISE IN THE AMPHITHEATER: THE BEASTS ROARED, AND THE PEOPLE CRIED OUT, BRING IN THE CRIMINAL. BUT THE WOMAN [TRIFINA] CRIED OUT AND SAID: LET THE WHOLE CITY SUFFER FOR SUCH [SEXUAL] CRIMES; AND ORDER ALL OF US, O GOVERNOR, TO THE SAME PUNISHMENT. O UNJUST JUDGMENT! O CRUEL SIGHT! OTHERS SAID, LET THE WHOLE CITY BE DESTROYED FOR THIS VILE [SEXUAL] ACTION. KILL US ALL, O GOVERNOR. O CRUEL SIGHT! O UNRIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT!
CHAPTER 9
THEN THECLA WAS TAKEN OUT OF THE HAND OF TRIFINA, STRIPPED NAKED, HAD AN ENCIRCLING CLOTH PUT ON, AND WAS THROWN INTO THE PLACE APPOINTED FOR FIGHTING WITH THE BEASTS. THEN THE LIONS AND THE BEARS WERE LET LOOSE UPON HER. BUT A SHE-LION, WHICH WAS OF ALL THE MOST-FIERCE, RAN TO THECLA AND FELL DOWN AT HER FEET. AT THAT, THE MULTITUDE OF WOMEN SHOUTED ALOUD. THEN A SHE-BEAR RAN FIERCELY TOWARD HER; BUT THE SHE-LION MET THE BEAR AND TORE IT TO PIECES. AGAIN, A HE-LION WHO HAD BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO DEVOUR MEN, AND WHICH BELONGED TO ALEXANDER, RAN TOWARD HER; BUT THE SHE-LION ENCOUNTERED THE HE-LION, AND THEY KILLED EACH OTHER. THEN THE WOMEN HAD A GREATER CONCERN BECAUSE THE SHE-LION THAT HAD HELPED THECLA WAS DEAD. AFTERWARDS THEY BROUGHT OUT MANY OTHER WILD BEASTS, BUT THECLA STOOD WITH HER HANDS STRETCHED TOWARDS HEAVEN AND PRAYED. WHEN SHE FINISHED PRAYING, SHE TURNED ABOUT AND SAW A PIT OF WATER AND SAID, NOW IS A PROPER TIME FOR ME TO BE BAPTIZED. ACCORDINGLY, SHE THREW HERSELF INTO THE WATER AND SAID, IN YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], O MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, I AM THIS LAST DAY BAPTIZED. UPON SEEING THIS, THE WOMEN AND THE PEOPLE CRIED OUT AND SAID, DO, NOT THROW YOURSELF INTO THE WATER. AND THE GOVERNOR HIMSELF CRIED OUT TO [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT THE SEA-CALVES WERE LIKELY TO DEVOUR SO MUCH BEAUTY. NOTWITHSTANDING ALL THIS, THECLA THREW HERSELF INTO THE WATER IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. BUT WHEN THE SEA-CALVES SAW THE LIGHTNING AND FIRE, THEY WERE KILLED AND FLOATED DEAD ON THE SURFACE OF THE WATER, AND A CLOUD OF FIRE SURROUNDED THECLA SO THE BEASTS COULD NOT COME NEAR HER, AND THE PEOPLE COULD NOT SEE HER NAKEDNESS. YET THEY TURNED OTHER WILD BEASTS UPON HER, AT WHICH THE WOMEN MADE A VERY MOURNFUL OUTCRY. SOME OF THEM SCATTERED SPIKENARD, OTHERS CASSIA, OTHERS AMOMUS, OTHERS OINTMENT; SO THAT THE QUANTITY OF OINTMENT WAS LARGE IN PROPORTION TO THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE; AND UPON THIS ALL THE BEASTS LAY AS THOUGH THEY HAD BEEN FAST ASLEEP AND DID NOT TOUCH THECLA. WHEREUPON ALEXANDER SAID TO THE GOVERNOR, I HAVE SOME VERY TERRIBLE BULLS; LET US BIND HER TO THEM. TO WHICH THE GOVERNOR, WITH CONCERN, REPLIED, YOU, MAY DO WHAT YOU [SEXUALLY] THINK FIT. THEN THEY PUT A CORD AROUND THECLA'S WAIST, WHICH BOUND ALSO HER FEET, AND WITH IT TIED HER TO THE BULLS, TO WHOSE PRIVY-PARTS THEY APPLIED RED-HOT IRONS SO THAT THEY, BEING EVEN MORE TORMENTED, MIGHT MORE VIOLENTLY DRAG THECLA ABOUT TILL THEY HAD KILLED HER. THE BULLS ACCORDINGLY TORE ABOUT, MAKING A MOST HIDEOUS NOISE; BUT THE FLAME WHICH WAS ABOUT THECLA BURNED OFF THE CORDS WHICH WERE FASTENED TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BULLS, AND SHE STOOD IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ARENA AS UNCONCERNED AS IF SHE HAD NOT BEEN BOUND. BUT IN THE MEANTIME, TRIFINA, WHO SAT UPON ONE OF THE BENCHES, FAINTED AWAY AND DIED; THEN THE WHOLE CITY WAS GREATLY CONCERNED. AND ALEXANDER HIMSELF WAS AFRAID AND IMPLORED THE GOVERNOR, SAYING: I ENTREAT YOU, HAVE COMPASSION ON ME AND THE CITY, AND RELEASE THIS WOMAN WHO HAS FOUGHT WITH THE BEASTS; FOR FEAR THAT BOTH YOU AND I, AND THE WHOLE CITY BE DESTROYED: FOR IF CAESAR SHOULD HAVE ANY ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAS NOW TAKEN PLACE, HE CERTAINLY WILL IMMEDIATELY DESTROY THE CITY BECAUSE TRIFINA, A PERSON OF ROYAL EXTRACT AND A RELATION OF HIS, IS DEAD UPON HER SEAT. THEN THE GOVERNOR CALLED THECLA FROM AMONG THE BEASTS TO HIM AND SAID TO HER, WHO ARE YOU? AND WHAT ARE YOUR CIRCUMSTANCES, THAT NOT ONE OF THE BEASTS WILL TOUCH YOU? THECLA REPLIED TO HIM, I AM A SERVANT OF THE LIVING GOD, AND AS TO MY STATE, I AM A BELIEVER ON JESUS CHRIST HIS SON, IN WHOM GOD IS WELL PLEASED. FOR THAT REASON, NONE OF THE BEASTS COULD TOUCH ME. HE ALONE IS THE WAY TO ETERNAL SALVATION AND THE FOUNDATION OF ETERNAL LIFE. HE IS A REFUGE TO THOSE WHO ARE IN DISTRESS, A SUPPORT TO THE AFFLICTED, A HOPE AND DEFENCE TO THOSE WHO ARE HOPELESS, AND IN A WORD, ALL THOSE WHO DO NOT BELIEVE ON HIM SHALL NOT LIVE, BUT SUFFER ETERNAL DEATH. WHEN THE GOVERNOR HEARD THESE THINGS, HE ORDERED HER CLOTHES TO BE BROUGHT AND SAID TO HER, PUT ON YOUR CLOTHES. THECLA REPLIED, MAY THAT GOD WHO CLOTHED ME WHEN I WAS NAKED AMONG THE BEASTS, IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT CLOTHE YOUR SOUL WITH THE ROBE OF SALVATION. THEN SHE TOOK HER CLOTHES AND PUT THEM ON; THEN THE GOVERNOR IMMEDIATELY PUBLISHED AN ORDER IN THESE WORDS: I RELEASE TO YOU THECLA THE SERVANT OF GOD. THEN THE WOMEN CRIED OUT TOGETHER WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND WITH ONE ACCORD GAVE PRAISE UNTO GOD AND SAID: THERE IS BUT ONE GOD, WHO IS THE GOD OF THECLA; THE ONE GOD WHO HAS DELIVERED THECLA. THEIR VOICES WERE SO LOUD THAT THE WHOLE CITY SEEMED TO BE SHAKEN, AND TRIFINA HERSELF HEARD THE GLAD TIDINGS AND AROSE AGAIN, AND RAN WITH THE MULTITUDE TO MEET THECLA; AND EMBRACING HER, SAID: NOW I BELIEVE THERE WILL BE A RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD; NOW I AM PERSUADED THAT MY DAUGHTER IS ALIVE. COME HOME WITH ME, MY DAUGHTER THECLA, AND I WILL TURN OVER ALL THAT I HAVE TO YOU. SO, THECLA WENT WITH TRIFINA AND WAS ENTERTAINED THERE A FEW DAYS, TEACHING HER THE WORD OF THE LORD, WHEREBY MANY YOUNG WOMEN WERE CONVERTED. SO, THERE WAS GREAT JOY IN THE FAMILY OF TRIFINA. BUT THECLA LONGED TO SEE PAUL, AND INQUIRED AND SENT EVERYWHERE TO FIND HIM; AND WHEN AT LENGTH SHE WAS INFORMED THAT HE WAS AT MYRA IN LYCIA, SHE TOOK WITH HER MANY YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN. SHE DRESSED HERSELF IN THE HABIT OF A MAN AND WENT TO HIM IN MYRA IN LYCIA. THERE SHE FOUND PAUL PREACHING THE WORD OF GOD, AND SHE STOOD BY HIM AMID THE THRONG.
CHAPTER 10
IT WAS NO SMALL SURPRISE TO PAUL WHEN HE SAW HER AND THE PEOPLE WITH HER, FOR HE IMAGINED SOME FRESH TRIAL WAS COMING UPON THEM; WHEN THECLA PERCEIVED THIS, SHE SAID TO HIM: I HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED, O PAUL, FOR HE WHO ASSISTS YOU IN PREACHING, HAS ASSISTED ME TO BE BAPTIZED. THEN PAUL TOOK HER AND LED HER TO THE HOUSE OF HERMES, AND THECLA RELATED TO PAUL ALL THAT HAD BEFALLEN HER IN ANTIOCH, INSOMUCH THAT PAUL WAS GREATLY AMAZED, AND ALL WHO HEARD WERE CONFIRMED IN THE FAITH AND PRAYED FOR THECLA'S HAPPINESS. THEN THECLA AROSE AND SAID TO PAUL, I AM GOING TO ICONIUM. PAUL REPLIED TO HER, GO AND TEACH THE WORD OF THE LORD. BUT TRIFINA HAD SENT LARGE SUMS OF MONEY TO PAUL, AND ALSO CLOTHING BY THE HANDS OF THECLA, FOR THE RELIEF OF THE POOR. SO, THECLA WENT TO ICONIUM. WHEN SHE CAME TO THE HOUSE OF ONESIPHORUS, SHE FELL DOWN UPON THE FLOOR WHERE PAUL HAD SAT AND PREACHED, AND, MIXING TEARS WITH HER PRAYERS, SHE PRAISED AND GLORIFIED GOD IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS: O LORD THE GOD OF THIS HOUSE, IN WHICH I WAS FIRST ENLIGHTENED BY YOU; O JESUS, SON OF THE LIVING GOD, WHO WAS MY HELPER BEFORE THE GOVERNOR, MY HELPER IN THE FIRE, AND MY HELPER AMONG THE BEASTS; YOU ALONE ARE GOD FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN. ON HER RETURN, THECLA FOUND THAMYRIS DEAD, BUT HER MOTHER LIVING. SO, SHE CALLED ON HER MOTHER AND SAID: THEOCLIA, MY MOTHER, IS IT POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO BE BROUGHT TO A BELIEF THAT THERE IS BUT ONE LORD GOD WHO DWELLS IN THE HEAVENS? IF YOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE GREAT RICHES, GOD WILL GIVE THEM TO YOU BY ME; IF YOU WANT YOUR DAUGHTER AGAIN, HERE I AM. THESE AND MANY OTHER THINGS SHE REPRESENTED TO HER MOTHER, ENDEAVORING TO PERSUADE HER, BUT HER MOTHER THEOCLIA GAVE NO CREDIT TO THE THINGS WHICH WERE SAID BY THE MARTYR THECLA. THECLA PERCEIVED THAT SHE DISCOURSED TO NO [SEXUAL] PURPOSE, SO SHE SIGNED HER WHOLE BODY WITH THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, LEFT THE HOUSE AND WENT TO DAPHNE. WHEN SHE ARRIVED THERE, SHE WENT TO THE CAVE WHERE SHE HAD FOUND PAUL WITH ONESIPHORUS, FELL DOWN ON THE GROUND, AND WEPT BEFORE GOD. WHEN SHE DEPARTED FROM THERE, SHE WENT TO SELEUCIA AND ENLIGHTENED MANY IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST. AND A BRIGHT CLOUD [SEXLESSLY] CONDUCTED HER IN HER JOURNEY. AND AFTER SHE HAD ARRIVED AT SELEUCIA, SHE WENT TO A PLACE OUT OF THE CITY ABOUT THE DISTANCE OF A FURLONG, BECAUSE SHE WAS AFRAID OF THE INHABITANTS BECAUSE THEY WERE WORSHIPPERS OF IDOLS. AND SHE WAS LED BY THE CLOUD INTO A MOUNTAIN CALLED CALAMON, OR RODEON. THERE SHE, ABODE MANY YEARS AND UNDERWENT A GREAT MANY GRIEVOUS TEMPTATIONS OF THE DEVIL, WHICH SHE BORE IN A BECOMING MANNER BY THE ASSISTANCE WHICH SHE HAD FROM CHRIST. AT LENGTH CERTAIN GENTLEWOMEN HEARD OF THE VIRGIN THECLA AND WENT TO HER TO BE INSTRUCTED BY HER IN THE ORACLES OF GOD, AND MANY OF THEM ABANDONED THIS WORLD AND LED A MONASTIC LIFE WITH HER. A GOOD REPORT WAS SPREAD EVERYWHERE OF THECLA, AND SHE WROUGHT SEVERAL MIRACULOUS CURES, SO THAT ALL THE CITY AND ADJACENT COUNTRIES BROUGHT THEIR SICK TO THAT MOUNTAIN, AND BEFORE THEY CAME AS FAR AS THE DOOR OF THE CAVE, THEY WERE INSTANTLY CURED OF WHATEVER THEY HAD. THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS WERE CAST OUT, MAKING A NOISE; ALL RECEIVED THEIR SICK MADE WHOLE AND GLORIFIED GOD, WHO HAD BESTOWED SUCH POWER ON THE VIRGIN THECLA; INSOMUCH THAT THE PHYSICIANS OF SELEUCIA WERE NOW OF NO MORE ACCOUNT AND LOST ALL THE PROFIT OF THEIR TRADE BECAUSE NO ONE REGARDED THEM; THIS SO FILLED THEM WITH ENVY THAT THEY BEGAN TO CONTRIVE WHAT METHODS TO TAKE WITH THIS SERVANT OF CHRIST.
CHAPTER 11
THE DEVIL THEN SUGGESTED BAD ADVICE TO THEIR MINDS ON A DAY THEY MET TO CONSULT. THEY REASONED AMONG EACH OTHER THUS: THE VIRGIN IS A PRIESTESS OF THE GREAT GODDESS DIANA, AND WHATEVER SHE REQUESTS FROM HER IS GRANTED, BECAUSE SHE IS A VIRGIN AND IS THEREFORE BELOVED BY ALL THE GODS. LET US PROCURE SOME RAKISH FELLOWS, AND AFTER WE HAVE MADE THEM SUFFICIENTLY DRUNK AND GIVEN THEM A GOOD SUM OF MONEY, LET US ORDER THEM TO GO AND DEBAUCH THIS VIRGIN, PROMISING THEM, IF THEY DO IT, A LARGER REWARD. (FOR THEY THUS CONCLUDED AMONG THEMSELVES, THAT IF THEY WERE ABLE TO DEBAUCH HER, THE GODS WOULD NO MORE REGARD HER, NOR DIANA CURE THE SICK FOR HER). THEY PROCEEDED ACCORDING TO THIS RESOLUTION, AND THE FELLOWS WENT TO THE MOUNTAIN, AND AS FIERCE AS LIONS TO THE CAVE, THEY KNOCKED AT THE DOOR. THE HOLY MARTYR THECLA, RELYING UPON THE GOD IN WHOM SHE BELIEVED, OPENED THE DOOR, ALTHOUGH SHE WAS BEFORE APPRIZED OF THEIR DESIGN, AND SAID TO THEM, YOUNG MEN, WHAT IS YOUR BUSINESS? THEY REPLIED, IS THERE ANYONE WITHIN WHOSE NAME IS THECLA? SHE ANSWERED, WHAT DO YOU WANT WITH HER? THEY SAID, WE INTEND TO LIE WITH HER. THE BLESSED THECLA ANSWERED: THOUGH I AM A HUMBLE OLD WOMAN, I AM THE SERVANT OF MY LORD JESUS CHRIST; AND THOUGH YOU HAVE A VILE DESIGN AGAINST ME, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH IT. THEY REPLIED: IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR US NOT TO BE ABLE TO DO WITH YOU WHAT WE INTEND. AND WHILE THEY WERE SAYING THIS, THEY LAID HOLD ON HER BY MAIN FORCE AND WOULD HAVE RAPED HER. THEN SHE WITH THE GREATEST MILDNESS SAID TO THEM: YOUNG MEN, HAVE PATIENCE AND SEE THE GLORY OF THE LORD. AND WHILE THEY HELD HER, SHE LOOKED UP TO HEAVEN AND SAID: O GOD MOST REVEREND, TO WHOM NONE CAN BE LIKENED; WHO MAKES YOURSELF GLORIOUS OVER YOUR ENEMIES; WHO DELIVERED ME FROM THE FIRE, AND DID NOT GIVE ME UP TO THAMYRIS, OR GIVE ME UP TO ALEXANDER; WHO DELIVERED ME FROM THE WILD BEASTS; WHO DID PRESERVE ME IN THE DEEP WATERS; WHO HAVE EVERYWHERE BEEN MY HELPER AND HAVE GLORIFIED YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN ME; NOW ALSO DELIVER ME FROM THE HANDS OF THESE WICKED AND UNREASONABLE MEN, NOR SUFFER THEM TO DEBAUCH MY CHASTITY WHICH I HAVE ALWAYS PRESERVED FOR YOUR HONOR; FOR I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU AND LONG FOR YOU, AND WORSHIP YOU, O FATHER [STEPHEN], SON [JESUS], AND HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN], FOREVERMORE. AMEN. THEN CAME A VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAYING, FEAR NOT, THECLA, MY FAITHFUL SERVANT, FOR I AM WITH YOU. LOOK AND SEE THE PLACE WHICH IS OPENED FOR YOU; THERE YOUR ETERNAL ABODE SHALL BE, AND THERE YOU WILL RECEIVE THE BEATIFIC VISION. THE BLESSED THECLA LOOKED AND SAW THE ROCK OPENED TO AS LARGE A DEGREE AS THAT A MAN MIGHT ENTER IN. SHE DID AS HE WAS COMMANDED, BRAVELY FLED FROM THE VILE CREW, AND WENT INTO THE ROCK, WHICH INSTANTLY CLOSED SO THAT THERE WAS NOT A CRACK VISIBLE WHERE IT HAD OPENED. THE MEN STOOD PERFECTLY ASTONISHED AT SO PRODIGIOUS A MIRACLE AND HAD NO POWER TO DETAIN THE SERVANT OF GOD, BUT ONLY CAUGHT HOLD OF HER VEIL, OR HOOD, AND TORE OFF A PIECE OF IT; AND EVEN THAT WAS BY THE PERMISSION OF GOD, FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF THEIR FAITH WHO SHOULD COME TO VISIT THIS VENERABLE PLACE, AND TO CONVEY BLESSINGS IN SUCCEEDING AGES TO THOSE WHO WOULD BELIEVE ON OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST FROM A PURE HEART. THUS, SUFFERED THAT FIRST MARTYR AND APOSTLE OF GOD, THE VIRGIN THECLA, WHO CAME FROM ICONIUM AT EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE; AFTERWARDS, PARTLY IN JOURNEYS AND TRAVELS, AND PARTLY IN A MONASTIC LIFE IN THE CAVE, SHE LIVED SEVENTY-TWO YEARS, SO THAT SHE WAS NINETY YEARS OLD WHEN THE LORD TOOK HER. THUS, ENDS HER LIFE. THE DAY WHICH IS KEPT SACRED TO HER MEMORY, IS THE 24TH OF SEPTEMBER, TO THE GLORY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE SON [JESUS], AND THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN], NOW AND FOREVERMORE. AMEN.
THE 1ST EPISTLE OF CLEMENT TO THE CORINTHIANS
1 CLEM. PROLOGUE: 1 THE CHURCH OF GOD WHICH SOJOURNETH IN ROME TO THE CHURCH OF GOD WHICH SOJOURNETH IN CORINTH, TO THEM WHICH ARE CALLED AND SANCTIFIED BY THE WILL OF GOD THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. GRACE TO YOU AND PEACE FROM ALMIGHTY GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST BE MULTIPLIED.
1 CLEM. 1:1 BY REASON OF THE SUDDEN AND REPEATED CALAMITIES AND REVERSES WHICH ARE BEFALLING US, BRETHREN, WE CONSIDER THAT WE HAVE BEEN SOMEWHAT TARDY IN GIVING HEED TO THE MATTERS OF DISPUTE THAT HAVE ARISEN AMONG YOU, DEARLY BELOVED, AND TO THE DETESTABLE AND UNHOLY SEDITION, SO ALIEN AND STRANGE TO THE ELECT OF GOD, WHICH A FEW HEADSTRONG AND SELF-WILLED PERSONS HAVE KINDLED TO SUCH A PITCH OF MADNESS THAT YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], ONCE REVERED AND RENOWNED AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVELY IN THE SIGHT OF ALL MEN, HATH BEEN GREATLY REVILED. 1 CLEM. 1:2 FOR WHO THAT HAD SOJOURNED AMONG YOU DID NOT APPROVE YOUR MOST VIRTUOUS AND STEADFAST FAITH? WHO DID NOT ADMIRE YOUR SOBER AND FORBEARING PIETY IN CHRIST? WHO DID NOT PUBLISH ABROAD YOUR MAGNIFICENT DISPOSITION OF HOSPITALITY? WHO DID NOT CONGRATULATE YOU ON YOUR PERFECT AND SOUND KNOWLEDGE? 1 CLEM. 1:3 FOR YE DID ALL THINGS WITHOUT RESPECT OF PERSONS, AND YE WALKED AFTER THE ORDINANCES OF GOD, SUBMITTING YOURSELVES TO YOUR RULERS AND RENDERING TO THE OLDER MEN AMONG YOU THE HONOR WHICH IS THEIR DUE. ON THE YOUNG TOO YE ENJOINED MODEST AND SEEMLY [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS: AND THE WOMEN YE CHARGED TO PERFORM ALL THEIR DUTIES IN A BLAMELESS AND SEEMLY AND PURE CONSCIENCE, CHERISHING THEIR OWN HUSBANDS, AS IS MEET; AND YE TAUGHT THEM TO KEEP IN THE RULE OF OBEDIENCE, AND TO MANAGE THE AFFAIRS OF THEIR HOUSEHOLD IN SEEMLINESS, WITH ALL DISCRETION.
1 CLEM. 2:1 AND YE WERE ALL LOWLY IN MIND AND FREE FROM [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE, YIELDING RATHER THAN CLAIMING SUBMISSION, MORE-GLAD TO GIVE THAN TO RECEIVE, AND CONTENT WITH THE PROVISIONS WHICH GOD SUPPLIETH. AND GIVING HEED UNTO HIS WORDS, YE LAID THEM UP DILIGENTLY IN YOUR HEARTS, AND HIS SUFFERINGS WERE BEFORE YOUR EYES. 1 CLEM. 2:2 THUS A PROFOUND AND RICH PEACE WAS GIVEN TO ALL, AND AN INSATIABLE [SEXLESS] DESIRE OF DOING GOOD. AN ABUNDANT OUTPOURING ALSO OF THE HOLY SPIRIT FELL UPON ALL; 1 CLEM. 2:3 AND, BEING FULL OF HOLY [SEXLESS] COUNSEL, IN EXCELLENT ZEAL AND WITH A PIOUS CONFIDENCE YE STRETCHED OUT YOUR HANDS TO ALMIGHTY GOD, SUPPLICATING HIM TO BE PROPITIOUS, IF UNWILLINGLY YE HAD COMMITTED ANY [SEXUAL] SIN. 1 CLEM. 2:4 YE HAD CONFLICT DAY AND NIGHT FOR ALL THE BROTHERHOOD, THAT THE NUMBER OF HIS ELECT MIGHT BE SAVED WITH FEARFULNESS AND [SEXLESS] INTENTNESS OF MIND. 1 CLEM. 2:5 YE WERE SINCERE AND SIMPLE AND FREE FROM MALICE ONE TOWARDS ANOTHER. 1 CLEM. 2:6 EVERY SEDITION AND EVERY SCHISM, WAS ABOMINABLE TO YOU. YE MOURNED OVER THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF YOUR NEIGHBORS: YE JUDGED THEIR SHORTCOMINGS TO BE YOUR OWN. 1 CLEM. 2:7 YE REPENTED NOT OF ANY WELL-DOING, BUT WERE READY UNTO EVERY GOOD WORK. 1 CLEM. 2:8 BEING ADORNED WITH A MOST VIRTUOUS AND HONORABLE LIFE, YE PERFORMED ALL YOUR DUTIES IN THE FEAR OF HIM. THE COMMANDMENTS AND THE ORDINANCES OF THE LORD WERE WRITTEN ON THE TABLETS OF YOUR HEARTS.
1 CLEM. 3:1 ALL GLORY AND ENLARGEMENT, WAS GIVEN UNTO YOU, AND THAT WAS FULFILLED WHICH IS WRITTEN MY BELOVED ATE AND DRANK AND WAS ENLARGED AND WAXED FAT AND KICKED. 1 CLEM. 3:2 HENCE COME JEALOUSY AND ENVY, STRIFE AND SEDITION, PERSECUTION AND TUMULT, WAR AND CAPTIVITY. 1 CLEM. 3:3 SO MEN WERE STIRRED UP, THE MEAN AGAINST THE HONORABLE, THE ILL REPUTED AGAINST THE HIGHLY REPUTED, THE FOOLISH AGAINST THE WISE, THE YOUNG AGAINST THE ELDER. 1 CLEM. 3:4 FOR THIS CAUSE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND PEACE STAND ALOOF, WHILE EACH MAN HATH FORSAKEN THE FEAR OF THE LORD AND BECOME PURBLIND IN THE FAITH OF HIM, NEITHER WALKETH IN THE ORDINANCES OF HIS COMMANDMENTS NOR LIVETH ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH BECOMETH CHRIST, BUT EACH GOETH AFTER THE [SEXUAL] LUSTS OF HIS EVIL HEART, SEEING THAT THEY HAVE CONCEIVED AN UNRIGHTEOUS AND UNGODLY JEALOUSY, THROUGH WHICH ALSO DEATH ENTERED INTO THE WORLD.
1 CLEM. 4:1 FOR SO IT IS WRITTEN, AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER CERTAIN DAYS THAT CAIN BROUGHT OF THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH A SACRIFICE UNTO GOD, AND ABEL HE ALSO BROUGHT OF THE FIRSTLINGS OF THE SHEEP AND OF THEIR FATNESS. 1 CLEM. 4:2 AND GOD LOOKED UPON ABEL AND UPON HIS GIFTS, BUT UNTO CAIN AND UNTO HIS SACRIFICES HE GAVE NO HEED. 1 CLEM. 4:3 AND CAIN SORROWED EXCEEDINGLY, AND HIS COUNTENANCE FELL. 1 CLEM. 4:4 AND GOD SAID UNTO CAIN, WHEREFORE ART THOU VERY SORROWFUL AND WHEREFORE DID THY COUNTENANCE FALL? IF THOU HAST OFFERED ARIGHT AND HAST NOT DIVIDED ARIGHT, DIDST THOU NOT [SEXUALLY] SIN? HOLD THY PEACE. 1 CLEM. 4:5 UNTO THEE SHALL HE TURN, AND THOU SHALT RULE OVER HIM. {THIS LAST PHRASE HAS ALSO BEEN TRANSLATED: BE AT PEACE: THINE OFFERING RETURNS TO THYSELF, AND THOU SHALT AGAIN POSSESS IT.} 1 CLEM. 4:6 AND CAIN SAID UNTO ABEL HIS BROTHER, LET US GO OVER UNTO THE PLAIN. AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHILE THEY WERE IN THE PLAIN, THAT CAIN ROSE UP AGAINST ABEL HIS BROTHER AND SLEW HIM. 1 CLEM. 4:7 YE SEE, BRETHREN, JEALOUSY AND ENVY WROUGHT A BROTHER'S MURDER. 1 CLEM. 4:8 BY REASON OF JEALOUSY OUR FATHER JACOB RAN AWAY FROM THE FACE OF ESAU HIS BROTHER. 1 CLEM. 4:9 JEALOUSY CAUSED JOSEPH TO BE PERSECUTED EVEN UNTO DEATH, AND TO COME EVEN UNTO BONDAGE. 1 CLEM. 4:10 JEALOUSY COMPELLED MOSES TO FLEE FROM THE FACE OF PHARAOH KING OF EGYPT WHILE IT WAS SAID TO HIM BY HIS OWN COUNTRYMAN, WHO MADE THEE A JUDGE OR A DECIDER OVER US, WOULDEST THOU SLAY ME, EVEN AS YESTERDAY THOU SLEWEST THE EGYPTIAN? 1 CLEM. 4:11 BY REASON OF JEALOUSY AARON AND MIRIAM WERE LODGED OUTSIDE THE CAMP. 1 CLEM. 4:12 JEALOUSY BROUGHT DATHAN AND ABIRAM DOWN ALIVE TO HADES, BECAUSE THEY MADE SEDITION AGAINST MOSES THE SERVANT OF GOD. 1 CLEM. 4:13 BY REASON OF JEALOUSY DAVID WAS ENVIED NOT ONLY BY THE PHILISTINES, BUT WAS PERSECUTED ALSO BY SAUL [KING OF ISRAEL].
1 CLEM. 5:1 BUT, TO PASS FROM THE EXAMPLES OF ANCIENT DAYS, LET US COME TO THOSE CHAMPIONS WHO LIVED NEAREST TO OUR TIME. LET US SET BEFORE US THE NOBLE EXAMPLES WHICH BELONG TO OUR GENERATION. 1 CLEM. 5:2 BY REASON OF JEALOUSY AND ENVY THE GREATEST AND MOST RIGHTEOUS PILLARS OF THE CHURCH WERE PERSECUTED, AND CONTENDED EVEN UNTO DEATH. 1 CLEM. 5:3 LET US SET BEFORE OUR EYES THE GOOD APOSTLES. 1 CLEM. 5:4 THERE WAS PETER WHO BY REASON OF UNRIGHTEOUS JEALOUSY ENDURED NOT ONE NOT ONE BUT MANY LABORS, AND THUS HAVING BORNE HIS TESTIMONY WENT TO HIS APPOINTED PLACE OF GLORY. 1 CLEM. 5:5 BY REASON OF JEALOUSY AND STRIFE PAUL BY HIS EXAMPLE POINTED OUT THE PRIZE OF PATIENT ENDURANCE. AFTER THAT HE HAD BEEN SEVEN TIMES IN BONDS, HAD BEEN DRIVEN INTO EXILE, HAD BEEN STONED, HAD PREACHED IN THE EAST AND IN THE WEST, HE WON THE NOBLE RENOWN WHICH WAS THE REWARD OF HIS FAITH, 1 CLEM. 5:6 HAVING TAUGHT RIGHTEOUSNESS UNTO THE WHOLE WORLD AND HAVING REACHED THE FARTHEST BOUNDS OF THE WEST; AND WHEN HE HAD BORNE HIS TESTIMONY BEFORE THE RULERS, SO HE DEPARTED FROM THE WORLD AND WENT UNTO THE HOLY PLACE, HAVING BEEN FOUND A NOTABLE PATTERN OF PATIENT ENDURANCE.
1 CLEM. 6:1 UNTO THESE MEN OF HOLY LIVES WAS GATHERED A VAST MULTITUDE OF THE ELECT, WHO THROUGH MANY INDIGNITIES AND TORTURES, BEING THE VICTIMS OF JEALOUSY, SET A BRAVE EXAMPLE AMONG OURSELVES. 1 CLEM. 6:2 BY REASON OF JEALOUSY WOMEN BEING PERSECUTED, AFTER THAT THEY HAD SUFFERED CRUEL AND UNHOLY INSULTS AS DANAIDS AND DIRCAE, SAFELY REACHED THE GOAL IN THE RACE OF FAITH, AND RECEIVED A NOBLE REWARD, FEEBLE THOUGH THEY WERE IN BODY. 1 CLEM. 6:3 JEALOUSY HATH [SEXUALLY] ESTRANGED WIVES FROM THEIR HUSBANDS AND CHANGED THE SAYING OF OUR FATHER ADAM, THIS NOW IS BONE OF MY BONES AND FLESH OF MY FLESH. 1 CLEM. 6:4 JEALOUSY AND STRIFE HAVE OVERTHROWN GREAT CITIES AND UPROOTED GREAT NATIONS.
1 CLEM. 7:1 THESE THINGS, DEARLY BELOVED, WE WRITE, NOT ONLY AS ADMONISHING YOU, BUT ALSO AS PUTTING OURSELVES IN REMEMBRANCE. FOR WE ARE IN THE SAME LISTS, AND THE SAME CONTEST AWAITETH US. 1 CLEM. 7:2 WHEREFORE LET US FORSAKE IDLE AND VAIN [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS; AND LET US CONFORM TO THE GLORIOUS AND VENERABLE RULE WHICH HATH BEEN HANDED DOWN TO US; 1 CLEM. 7:3 AND LET US SEE WHAT IS GOOD AND WHAT IS PLEASANT AND WHAT IS ACCEPTABLE IN THE SIGHT OF HIM THAT MADE US. 1 CLEM. 7:4 LET US FIX OUR EYES ON THE BLOOD OF CHRIST AND UNDERSTAND HOW PRECIOUS IT IS UNTO HIS FATHER [STEPHEN], BECAUSE BEING SHED FOR OUR SALVATION IT WON FOR THE WHOLE WORLD THE GRACE OF REPENTANCE. 1 CLEM. 7:5 LET US REVIEW ALL THE GENERATIONS IN TURN, AND LEARN HOW FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION THE MASTER HATH GIVEN A PLACE FOR REPENTANCE UNTO THEM THAT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO TURN TO HIM. 1 CLEM. 7:6 NOAH PREACHED REPENTANCE, AND THEY THAT OBEYED WERE SAVED. 1 CLEM. 7:7 JONAH PREACHED DESTRUCTION UNTO THE MEN OF NINEVEH; BUT THEY, REPENTING OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, OBTAINED PARDON OF GOD BY THEIR SUPPLICATIONS AND RECEIVED SALVATION, ALBEIT THEY WERE ALIENS FROM GOD.
1 CLEM. 8:1 THE MINISTERS OF THE GRACE OF GOD THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT SPAKE CONCERNING REPENTANCE. 1 CLEM. 8:2 YEA AND THE MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE HIMSELF SPAKE CONCERNING REPENTANCE WITH AN OATH: 1 CLEM. 8:3 FOR, AS I LIVE SAITH THE LORD, I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE NOT THE DEATH OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNER, SO MUCH AS HIS REPENTANCE, 1 CLEM. 8:4 AND HE ADDED ALSO A MERCIFUL JUDGMENT: REPENT YE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL, OF YOUR INIQUITY; SAY UNTO THE SONS OF MY PEOPLE, THOUGH YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS REACH FROM THE EARTH EVEN UNTO THE HEAVEN, AND THOUGH THEY BE REDDER THAN SCARLET AND BLACKER THAN SACKCLOTH, AND YE TURN UNTO ME WITH YOUR WHOLE HEART AND SAY FATHER [STEPHEN], I WILL GIVE EAR UNTO YOU AS UNTO A HOLY PEOPLE. 1 CLEM. 8:5 AND IN ANOTHER PLACE HE SAITH ON THIS WISE, WASH, BE YE CLEAN. PUT AWAY YOUR INIQUITIES FROM YOUR SOULS OUT OF MY SIGHT. CEASE FROM YOUR INIQUITIES; LEARN TO DO GOOD; SEEK OUT JUDGMENT; DEFEND HIM THAT IS WRONGED: GIVE JUDGMENT FOR THE ORPHAN, AND EXECUTE RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR THE WIDOW; AND COME AND LET US REASON TOGETHER, SAITH HE; AND THOUGH YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS BE AS CRIMSON, I WILL MAKE THEM WHITE AS SNOW; AND THOUGH THEY BE AS SCARLET, I WILL MAKE THEM WHITE AS WOOL. AND IF YE BE WILLING AND WILL HEARKEN UNTO ME, YE SHALL EAT THE GOOD THINGS OF THE EARTH; BUT IF YE BE NOT WILLING, NEITHER HEARKEN UNTO ME, A SWORD SHALL DEVOUR YOU; FOR THE MOUTH OF THE LORD HATH SPOKEN THESE THINGS. 1 CLEM. 8:6 SEEING THEN THAT HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRETH ALL HIS BELOVED TO BE PARTAKERS OF REPENTANCE, HE CONFIRMED IT BY AN ACT OF HIS ALMIGHTY WILL. 
1 CLEM. 9:1 WHEREFORE LET US BE OBEDIENT UNTO HIS EXCELLENT AND GLORIOUS WILL; AND PRESENTING OURSELVES AS SUPPLIANTS OF HIS MERCY AND GOODNESS, LET US FALL DOWN BEFORE HIM AND BETAKE OURSELVES UNTO HIS COMPASSIONS, FORSAKING THE VAIN TOIL AND THE STRIFE AND THE JEALOUSY WHICH LEADETH UNTO DEATH. 1 CLEM. 9:2 LET US FIX OUR EYES ON THEM THAT MINISTERED PERFECTLY UNTO HIS EXCELLENT GLORY. 1 CLEM. 9:3 LET US SET BEFORE US ENOCH, WHO BEING FOUND RIGHTEOUS IN OBEDIENCE WAS TRANSLATED, AND HIS DEATH WAS NOT FOUND. 1 CLEM. 9:4 NOAH, BEING FOUND FAITHFUL, BY HIS MINISTRATION PREACHED REGENERATION UNTO THE WORLD, AND THROUGH HIM THE MASTER SAVED THE LIVING CREATURES THAT ENTERED INTO THE ARK IN CONCORD.
1 CLEM. 10:1 ABRAHAM, WHO WAS CALLED THE 'FRIEND,' WAS FOUND FAITHFUL IN THAT HE RENDERED OBEDIENCE UNTO THE WORDS OF GOD. 1 CLEM. 10:2 HE THROUGH OBEDIENCE WENT FORTH FROM HIS LAND AND FROM HIS KINDRED AND FROM HIS FATHER'S HOUSE, THAT LEAVING A SCANTY LAND AND A FEEBLE- KINDRED AND A MEAN HOUSE HE MIGHT INHERIT THE PROMISES OF GOD. 1 CLEM. 10:3 FOR HE SAITH UNTO HIM GO FORTH FROM THY LAND AND FROM THY KINDRED AND FROM THY FATHER'S HOUSE UNTO THE LAND WHICH I SHALL SHOW THEE, AND I WILL MAKE THEE INTO A GREAT NATION, AND I WILL BLESS THEE AND WILL MAGNIFY THY NAME, AND THOU SHALT BE BLESSED. AND I WILL BLESS THEM THAT BLESS THEE, AND I WILL CURSE THEM THAT CURSE THEE; AND IN THEE SHALL ALL THE TRIBES OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED. 1 CLEM. 10:4 AND AGAIN, WHEN HE WAS PARTED FROM LOT, GOD SAID UNTO HIM LOOK UP WITH THINE EYES, AND BEHOLD FROM THE PLACE WHERE THOU NOW ART, UNTO THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH AND THE SUNRISE AND THE SEA; FOR ALL THE LAND WHICH THOU SEEST, I WILL GIVE IT UNTO THEE AND TO THY SEED FOR EVER; 1 CLEM. 10:5 AND I WILL MAKE THY SEED AS THE DUST OF THE EARTH. IF ANY MAN CAN COUNT THE DUST OF THE EARTH, THEN SHALL THY SEED ALSO BE COUNTED. 1 CLEM. 10:6 AND AGAIN HE SAITH; GOD LED ABRAHAM FORTH AND SAID UNTO HIM, LOOK UP UNTO THE HEAVEN AND COUNT THE STARS, AND SEE WHETHER THOU CANST NUMBER THEM. SO, SHALL THY SEED BE. AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED UNTO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 1 CLEM. 10:7 FOR HIS FAITH AND HOSPITALITY A SON WAS GIVEN UNTO HIM IN OLD AGE, AND BY OBEDIENCE HE OFFERED HIM A SACRIFICE UNTO GOD ON ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS WHICH HE SHOWED HIM.
1 CLEM. 11:1 FOR HIS HOSPITALITY AND GODLINESS LOT WAS SAVED FROM SODOM, WHEN ALL THE COUNTRY ROUND ABOUT WAS JUDGED BY FIRE AND BRIMSTONE; THE MASTER HAVING THUS FORE SHOWN THAT HE FORSAKETH NOT THEM WHICH SET THEIR HOPE ON HIM, BUT APPOINTETH UNTO PUNISHMENT AND TORMENT THEM WHICH SWERVE ASIDE. 1 CLEM. 11:2 FOR WHEN HIS WIFE HAD GONE FORTH WITH HIM, BEING OTHERWISE MINDED AND NOT IN ACCORD, SHE WAS APPOINTED FOR A SIGN HEREUNTO, SO THAT SHE BECAME A PILLAR OF SALT UNTO THIS DAY, THAT IT MIGHT BE KNOWN UNTO ALL MEN THAT THEY WHICH ARE DOUBLE-MINDED AND THEY WHICH DOUBT CONCERNING THE POWER OF GOD ARE SET FOR A JUDGMENT AND FOR A TOKEN UNTO ALL THE GENERATIONS.
1 CLEM. 12:1 FOR HER FAITH AND HOSPITALITY RAHAB THE HARLOT WAS SAVED. 1 CLEM. 12:2 FOR WHEN THE SPIES WERE SENT FORTH UNTO JERICHO BY JOSHUA THE SON OF NUN, THE KING OF THE LAND PERCEIVED THAT THEY WERE COME TO SPY OUT HIS COUNTRY, AND SENT FORTH MEN TO SEIZE THEM, THAT BEING SEIZED THEY MIGHT BE PUT TO DEATH. 1 CLEM. 12:3 SO THE HOSPITABLE RAHAB RECEIVED THEM AND HID THEM IN THE UPPER CHAMBER UNDER THE FLAX STALKS. 1 CLEM. 12:4 AND WHEN THE MESSENGERS OF THE KING CAME NEAR AND SAID, THE SPIES OF OUR LAND ENTERED IN UNTO THEE: BRING THEM FORTH, FOR THE KING SO ORDERETH: THEN SHE ANSWERED, THE MEN TRULY, WHOM YE SEEK, ENTERED IN UNTO ME, BUT THEY DEPARTED FORTHWITH AND ARE SOJOURNING ON THE WAY; AND SHE POINTED OUT TO THEM THE OPPOSITE ROAD. 1 CLEM. 12:5 AND SHE SAID UNTO THE MEN, OF A SURETY I PERCEIVE THAT THE LORD YOUR GOD DELIVERETH THIS CITY UNTO YOU; FOR THE FEAR AND THE DREAD OF YOU IS FALLEN UPON THE INHABITANTS THEREOF. WHEN THEREFORE IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT YE TAKE IT, SAVE ME AND THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER. 1 CLEM. 12:6 AND THEY SAID UNTO HER, IT SHALL BE EVEN SO AS THOU HAST SPOKEN UNTO US. WHENSOEVER THEREFORE THOU PERCEIVEST THAT WE ARE COMING, THOU SHALT GATHER ALL THY FOLK BENEATH THY ROOF AND THEY SHALL BE SAVED; FOR AS MANY AS SHALL BE FOUND WITHOUT THE HOUSE SHALL PERISH. 1 CLEM. 12:7 AND MOREOVER THEY GAVE HER A SIGN, THAT SHE SHOULD HANG OUT FROM HER HOUSE A SCARLET THREAD, THEREBY SHOWING BEFOREHAND THAT THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THE LORD THERE SHALL BE REDEMPTION UNTO ALL THEM THAT BELIEVE AND HOPE ON GOD. 1 CLEM. 12:8 YE SEE, DEARLY BELOVED, NOT ONLY FAITH, BUT PROPHECY, IS FOUND IN THE WOMAN.
1 CLEM. 13:1 LET US THEREFORE BE LOWLY MINDED, BRETHREN, LAYING ASIDE ALL [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE AND [SEXUAL] CONCEIT AND [SEXUAL] FOLLY AND [SEXUAL] ANGER, AND LET US DO THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN. FOR THE HOLY GHOST SAITH, LET NOT THE WISE MAN BOAST IN HIS WISDOM, NOR THE STRONG IN HIS STRENGTH, NEITHER THE RICH IN HIS RICHES; BUT HE THAT BOASTETH LET HIM BOAST IN THE LORD, THAT HE MAY SEEK HIM OUT, AND DO JUDGMENT AND RIGHTEOUSNESS MOST OF ALL REMEMBERING THE WORDS OF THE LORD JESUS WHICH HE SPAKE, TEACHING FORBEARANCE AND LONG-SUFFERING: 1 CLEM. 13:2 FOR THUS HE SPAKE HAVE MERCY, THAT YE MAY RECEIVE MERCY: FORGIVE, THAT IT MAY BE FORGIVEN TO YOU. AS YE DO, SO SHALL IT BE DONE TO YOU. AS YE GIVE, SO SHALL IT BE GIVEN UNTO YOU. AS YE JUDGE, SO SHALL YE BE JUDGED. AS YE SHOW KINDNESS, SO SHALL KINDNESS BE SHOWED UNTO YOU. WITH WHAT MEASURE YE METE, IT SHALL BE MEASURED WITHAL TO YOU. 1 CLEM. 13:3 WITH THIS COMMANDMENT AND THESE PRECEPTS LET US CONFIRM OURSELVES, THAT WE MAY WALK IN OBEDIENCE TO HIS HALLOWED WORDS, WITH LOWLINESS OF MIND. 1 CLEM. 13:4 FOR THE HOLY WORD SAITH, UPON WHOM SHALL I LOOK, SAVE UPON HIM THAT IS GENTLE AND QUIET AND FEARETH MINE ORACLES?
1 CLEM. 14:1 THEREFORE IT IS RIGHT AND PROPER, BRETHREN, THAT WE SHOULD BE OBEDIENT UNTO GOD, RATHER THAN FOLLOW THOSE WHO IN [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE AND [SEXUAL] UNRULINESS HAVE SET THEMSELVES UP AS LEADERS IN ABOMINABLE JEALOUSY. 1 CLEM. 14:2 FOR WE SHALL BRING UPON US NO COMMON HARM, BUT RATHER GREAT PERIL, IF WE SURRENDER OURSELVES RECKLESSLY TO THE [SEXUAL] PURPOSES OF MEN WHO LAUNCH OUT INTO STRIFE AND SEDITIONS, SO AS TO [SEXUAL] ESTRANGE US FROM THAT WHICH IS RIGHT. 1 CLEM. 14:3 LET US BE GOOD ONE TOWARDS ANOTHER ACCORDING TO THE COMPASSION AND SWEETNESS OF HIM THAT MADE US. FOR IT IS WRITTEN: 1 CLEM. 14:4 THE GOOD SHALL BE DWELLERS IN THE LAND, AND THE INNOCENT SHALL BE LEFT ON IT BUT THEY THAT TRANSGRESS SHALL BE DESTROYED UTTERLY FROM IT. 1 CLEM. 14:5 AND AGAIN HE SAITH I SAW THE UNGODLY LIFTED UP ON HIGH AND EXALTED AS THE CEDARS OF LEBANON. AND I PASSED BY, AND BEHOLD HE WAS NOT; AND SOUGHT OUT HIS PLACE, AND I FOUND IT NOT. KEEP INNOCENCE AND BEHOLD UPRIGHTNESS; FOR THERE IS A REMNANT FOR THE PEACEFUL MAN.
1 CLEM. 15:1 THEREFORE LET US CLEAVE UNTO THEM THAT PRACTICE PEACE WITH GODLINESS, AND NOT UNTO THEM THAT [SEXUALLY] DESIRE PEACE WITH DISSIMULATION. 1 CLEM. 15:2 FOR HE SAITH IN A CERTAIN PLACE THIS PEOPLE HONORETH ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR FROM ME, 1 CLEM. 15:3 AND AGAIN, THEY BLESSED WITH THEIR MOUTH, BUT THEY CURSED WITH THEIR HEART. 1 CLEM. 15:4 AND AGAIN HE SAITH, THEY [SEXUALLY] LOVED HIM WITH THEIR MOUTH, AND WITH THEIR TONGUE THEY LIED UNTO HIM; AND THEIR HEART WAS NOT UPRIGHT WITH HIM, NEITHER WERE THEY STEADFAST IN HIS COVENANT. 1 CLEM. 15:5 FOR THIS CAUSE LET THE DECEITFUL LIPS BE MADE DUMB WHICH SPEAK INIQUITY AGAINST THE RIGHTEOUS. AND AGAIN, MAY THE LORD UTTERLY DESTROY ALL THE DECEITFUL LIPS, THE TONGUE THAT SPEAKETH PROUD THINGS, EVEN THEM THAT SAY, LET US MAGNIFY OUR TONGUE; OUR LIPS ARE OUR OWN; WHO IS LORD OVER US? 1 CLEM. 15:6 FOR THE MISERY OF THE NEEDY AND FOR THE GROANING OF THE POOR I WILL NOW ARISE, SAITH THE LORD. I WILL SET HIM IN SAFETY; I WILL DEAL BOLDLY BY HIM. 
1 CLEM. 16:1 FOR CHRIST IS WITH THEM THAT ARE LOWLY OF MIND, NOT WITH THEM THAT EXALT THEMSELVES OVER THE FLOCK. 1 CLEM. 16:2 THE SCEPTER OF THE MAJESTY OF GOD, EVEN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, CAME NOT IN THE POMP OF [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE OR OF PRIDE, THOUGH HE MIGHT HAVE DONE SO, BUT IN LOWLINESS OF MIND, ACCORDING AS THE HOLY SPIRIT SPAKE CONCERNING HIM. 1 CLEM. 16:3 FOR HE SAITH LORD, WHO BELIEVED OUR REPORT? AND TO WHOM WAS THE ARM OF THE LORD REVEALED? WE ANNOUNCED HIM IN HIS PRESENCE. AS A CHILD, WAS HE, AS A ROOT IN A THIRSTY GROUND. THERE IS NO FORM IN HIM, NEITHER GLORY. AND WE BEHELD HIM, AND HE HAD NO FORM NOR COMELINESS, BUT HIS FORM WAS MEAN, LACKING MORE THAN THE FORM OF MEN. HE WAS A MAN OF STRIPES AND OF TOIL, AND KNOWING HOW TO BEAR INFIRMITY: FOR HIS FACE IS TURNED AWAY. HE WAS DISHONORED AND HELD OF NO ACCOUNT. 1 CLEM. 16:4 HE BEARETH OUR [SEXUAL] SINS AND SUFFERETH PAIN FOR OUR SAKES: AND WE ACCOUNTED HIM TO BE IN TOIL AND IN STRIPES AND IN AFFLICTION. 1 CLEM. 16:5 AND HE WAS WOUNDED FOR OUR [SEXUAL] SINS AND HATH BEEN AFFLICTED FOR OUR INIQUITIES. THE CHASTISEMENT OF OUR PEACE IS UPON HIM. WITH HIS BRUISES WE WERE HEALED. 1 CLEM. 16:6 WE ALL WENT ASTRAY, LIKE SHEEP, EACH MAN WENT ASTRAY IN HIS OWN PATH: 1 CLEM. 16:7 AND THE LORD DELIVERED HIM OVER FOR OUR [SEXUAL] SINS. AND HE OPENETH NOT HIS MOUTH, BECAUSE HE IS AFFLICTED. AS A SHEEP HE WAS LED TO SLAUGHTER; AND AS A LAMB BEFORE HIS SHEARER IS DUMB, SO OPENETH HE NOT HIS MOUTH. IN HIS HUMILIATION HIS JUDGMENT WAS TAKEN AWAY. 1 CLEM. 16:8 HIS GENERATION WHO SHALL DECLARE? FOR HIS LIFE IS TAKEN AWAY FROM THE EARTH. 1 CLEM. 16:9 FOR THE INIQUITIES OF MY PEOPLE HE IS COME TO DEATH. 1 CLEM. 16:10 AND I WILL GIVE THE WICKED FOR HIS BURIAL, AND THE RICH FOR HIS DEATH; FOR HE WROUGHT NO INIQUITY, NEITHER WAS GUILE FOUND IN HIS MOUTH. AND THE LORD [SEXLESSLY] DESIRETH TO CLEANSE HIM FROM HIS STRIPES. 1 CLEM. 16:11 IF YE OFFER FOR [SEXUAL] SIN, YOUR SOUL SHALL SEE ALONG LIVED SEED. 1 CLEM. 16:12 AND THE LORD [SEXLESSLY] DESIRETH TO TAKE AWAY FROM THE TOIL OF HIS SOUL, TO SHOW HIM LIGHT AND TO MOULD HIM WITH UNDERSTANDING, TO JUSTIFY A JUST ONE THAT IS A GOOD SERVANT UNTO MANY. AND HE SHALL BEAR THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. 1 CLEM. 16:13 THEREFORE HE SHALL INHERIT MANY, AND SHALL DIVIDE THE SPOILS OF THE STRONG; BECAUSE HIS SOUL WAS DELIVERED UNTO DEATH, AND HE WAS RECKONED UNTO THE TRANSGRESSORS; 1 CLEM. 16:14 AND HE BARE THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF MANY, AND FOR THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, WAS HE DELIVERED UP. 1 CLEM. 16:15 AND AGAIN HE HIMSELF SAITH; BUT I AM A WORM AND NO MAN, A REPROACH OF MEN AND AN OUTCAST OF THE PEOPLE. 1 CLEM. 16:16 ALL THEY THAT BEHELD ME MOCKED AT ME; THEY SPAKE WITH THEIR LIPS; THEY WAGGED THEIR HEADS, SAYING, HE HOPED ON THE LORD; LET HIM DELIVER HIM, OR LET HIM SAVE HIM, FOR HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRETH HIM. 1 CLEM. 16:17 YE SEE, DEARLY BELOVED, WHAT IS THE PATTERN THAT HATH BEEN GIVEN UNTO US; FOR, IF THE LORD WAS THUS LOWLY OF MIND, WHAT SHOULD WE DO, WHO THROUGH HIM HAVE BEEN BROUGHT UNDER THE YOKE OF HIS GRACE?
1 CLEM. 17:1 LET US BE IMITATORS ALSO OF THEM WHICH WENT ABOUT IN GOATSKINS AND SHEEPSKINS, PREACHING THE COMING OF CHRIST. WE MEAN ELIJAH AND ELISHA AND LIKEWISE EZEKIEL, THE PROPHETS, AND BESIDES THEM THOSE MEN ALSO THAT OBTAINED A GOOD REPORT. 1 CLEM. 17:2 ABRAHAM OBTAINED AN EXCEEDING GOOD REPORT AND WAS CALLED THE FRIEND OF GOD; AND LOOKING STEADFASTLY ON THE GLORY OF GOD, HE SAITH IN LOWLINESS OF MIND, BUT I AM DUST AND ASHES. 1 CLEM. 17:3 MOREOVER CONCERNING JOB ALSO IT IS THUS WRITTEN; AND JOB WAS RIGHTEOUS AND UNBLAMABLE, ONE THAT WAS TRUE AND HONORED GOD AND ABSTAINED FROM ALL EVIL. 1 CLEM. 17:4 YET HE HIMSELF ACCUSETH HIMSELF SAYING, NO MAN FROM FILTH; NO, NOT THOUGH HIS LIFE BE BUT FOR A DAY. 1 CLEM. 17:5 MOSES WAS CALLED FAITHFUL IN ALL HIS HOUSE, AND THROUGH HIS MINISTRATION GOD JUDGED EGYPT WITH THE PLAGUES AND THE TORMENTS WHICH BEFELL THEM. HOWBEIT HE ALSO, THOUGH GREATLY GLORIFIED, YET SPAKE NO PROUD [SEXUAL] WORDS, BUT SAID, WHEN AN ORACLE WAS GIVEN TO HIM AT THE BUSH, WHO AM I, THAT THOU SENDEST ME? 1 CLEM. 17:6 NAY, I AM FEEBLE OF SPEECH AND SLOW OF TONGUE. AND AGAIN, HE SAITH, BUT I AM SMOKE FROM THE POT [SMOKING CANNABIS].
1 CLEM. 18:1 BUT WHAT MUST WE SAY OF DAVID THAT OBTAINED A GOOD REPORT? OF WHOM GOD SAID, I HAVE FOUND A MAN AFTER MY HEART, DAVID THE SON OF JESSE: WITH ETERNAL MERCY HAVE I ANOINTED HIM. 1 CLEM. 18:2 YET HE TOO SAITH UNTO GOD HAVE MERCY UPON ME, O GOD, ACCORDING TO THY GREAT MERCY; AND ACCORDING TO THE MULTITUDE OF THY COMPASSIONS, BLOT OUT MINE INIQUITY. 1 CLEM. 18:3 WASH ME YET MORE FROM MINE INIQUITY, AND CLEANSE ME FROM MY [SEXUAL] SIN. FOR I ACKNOWLEDGE MINE INIQUITY, AND MY [SEXUAL] SIN IS EVER BEFORE ME. AGAINST THEE ONLY DID I [SEXUAL] SIN, AND I WROUGHT EVIL IN THY SIGHT; THAT THOU MAYEST BE JUSTIFIED IN THY WORDS, AND MAYEST CONQUER IN THY PLEADING. 1 CLEM. 18:4 FOR BEHOLD, IN INIQUITIES WAS I CONCEIVED, AND IN [SEXUAL] SINS DID MY MOTHER BEAR ME. FOR BEHOLD THOU HAST [SEXLESSLY] LOVED TRUTH: THE DARK AND HIDDEN THINGS OF THY WISDOM HAST THOU SHOWED UNTO ME. 1 CLEM. 18:5 THOU SHALT SPRINKLE ME WITH HYSSOP, AND I SHALL BE MADE CLEAN. THOU SHALT WASH ME, AND I SHALL BECOME WHITER THAN SNOW. 1 CLEM. 18:6 THOU SHALT MAKE ME TO HEAR OF JOY AND GLADNESS. THE BONES WHICH HAVE BEEN HUMBLED SHALL REJOICE. 1 CLEM. 18:7 TURN AWAY THY FACE FROM MY [SEXUAL] SINS, AND BLOT OUT ALL MINE INIQUITIES. 1 CLEM. 18:8 MAKE A CLEAN HEART WITHIN ME, O GOD, AND RENEW A RIGHT SPIRIT IN MINE INMOST PARTS. CAST ME NOT AWAY FROM THY PRESENCE, AND TAKE NOT THY HOLY SPIRIT FROM ME. 1 CLEM. 18:9 RESTORE UNTO ME THE JOY OF THY SALVATION, AND STRENGTHEN ME WITH A PRINCELY SPIRIT. 1 CLEM. 18:10 I WILL TEACH [SEXUAL] SINNERS THY WAYS, AND GODLESS MEN SHALL BE CONVERTED UNTO THEE. 1 CLEM. 18:11 DELIVER ME FROM BLOOD GUILTINESS, O GOD, THE GOD OF MY SALVATION. MY TONGUE SHALL REJOICE IN THY RIGHTEOUSNESS. 1 CLEM. 18:12 LORD, THOU, SHALT OPEN MY MOUTH, AND MY LIPS SHALL DECLARE THY PRAISE. 1 CLEM. 18:13 FOR, IF THOU HADST [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED SACRIFICE, I WOULD HAVE GIVEN IT: IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS THOU WILT HAVE NO [SEXLESS] PLEASURE. 1 CLEM. 18:14 A SACRIFICE UNTO GOD IS A CONTRITE SPIRIT; A CONTRITE AND HUMBLED HEART GOD WILL NOT DESPISE.
1 CLEM. 19:1 THE HUMILITY THEREFORE AND THE SUBMISSIVENESS OF SO MANY AND SO GREAT MEN, WHO HAVE THUS OBTAINED A GOOD REPORT, HATH THROUGH OBEDIENCE MADE BETTER NOT ONLY US BUT ALSO THE GENERATIONS WHICH WERE BEFORE US, EVEN THEM THAT RECEIVED HIS ORACLES IN FEAR AND TRUTH. 1 CLEM. 19:2 SEEING THEN THAT WE HAVE BEEN PARTAKERS OF MANY GREAT AND GLORIOUS DOINGS, LET US HASTEN TO RETURN UNTO THE GOAL OF PEACE WHICH HATH BEEN HANDED DOWN TO US FROM THE BEGINNING, AND LET US LOOK STEADFASTLY UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND MAKER OF THE WHOLE WORLD, AND CLEAVE UNTO HIS SPLENDID AND EXCELLENT GIFTS OF PEACE AND BENEFITS. 1 CLEM. 19:3 LET US BEHOLD HIM IN OUR MIND, AND LET US LOOK WITH THE EYES OF OUR SOUL UNTO HIS LONG-SUFFERING WILL. LET US NOTE HOW FREE FROM ANGER HE IS TOWARDS ALL HIS CREATURES.
1 CLEM. 20:1 THE HEAVENS ARE MOVED BY HIS DIRECTION AND OBEY HIM IN PEACE. 1 CLEM. 20:2 DAY AND NIGHT ACCOMPLISH THE COURSE ASSIGNED TO THEM BY HIM, WITHOUT HINDRANCE ONE TO ANOTHER. 1 CLEM. 20:3 THE SUN AND THE MOON AND THE DANCING STARS ACCORDING TO HIS APPOINTMENT CIRCLE IN HARMONY WITHIN THE BOUNDS ASSIGNED TO THEM, WITHOUT ANY SWERVING ASIDE. 1 CLEM. 20:4 THE EARTH, BEARING FRUIT IN FULFILLMENT OF HIS WILL AT HER PROPER SEASONS, PUTTETH FORTH THE FOOD THAT SUPPLIETH ABUNDANTLY BOTH MEN AND BEASTS AND ALL LIVING THINGS WHICH ARE THEREUPON, MAKING NO DISSENSION, NEITHER ALTERING ANYTHING WHICH HE HATH DECREED. 1 CLEM. 20:5 MOREOVER, THE INSCRUTABLE DEPTHS OF THE ABYSSES AND THE UNUTTERABLE STATUTES OF THE NETHER REGIONS ARE CONSTRAINED BY THE SAME ORDINANCES. 1 CLEM. 20:6 THE BASIN OF THE BOUNDLESS SEA, GATHERED TOGETHER BY HIS WORKMANSHIP INTO, IT'S RESERVOIRS, PASSETH NOT THE BARRIERS WHEREWITH IT IS SURROUNDED; BUT EVEN AS HE ORDERED IT, SO IT DOETH. 1 CLEM. 20:7 FOR HE SAID, SO FAR SHALT THOU COME, AND THY WAVES SHALL BE BROKEN WITHIN THEE. 1 CLEM. 20:8 THE OCEAN WHICH IS IMPASSABLE FOR MEN, AND THE WORLDS BEYOND IT, ARE DIRECTED BY THE SAME ORDINANCES OF THE MASTER. 1 CLEM. 20:9 THE SEASONS OF SPRING AND SUMMER AND AUTUMN AND WINTER GIVE WAY IN SUCCESSION ONE TO ANOTHER IN PEACE. 1 CLEM. 20:10 THE WINDS IN THEIR SEVERAL QUARTERS AT THEIR PROPER SEASON FULFILL THEIR MINISTRY WITHOUT DISTURBANCE; AND THE EVER-FLOWING FOUNTAINS, CREATED FOR ENJOYMENT AND HEALTH, WITHOUT FAIL GIVE THEIR BREASTS WHICH SUSTAIN THE LIFE FOR MEN. YEA, THE SMALLEST OF LIVING THINGS COME TOGETHER IN CONCORD AND PEACE. 1 CLEM. 20:11 ALL THESE THINGS THE GREAT [TRUE] CREATOR AND MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ORDERED TO BE IN PEACE AND CONCORD, DOING GOOD UNTO ALL THINGS, BUT FAR BEYOND THE REST UNTO US WHO HAVE TAKEN REFUGE IN HIS COMPASSIONATE MERCIES THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 1 CLEM. 20:12 TO WHOM BE THE GLORY AND THE MAJESTY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
1 CLEM. 21:1 LOOK YE, BRETHREN, LEST HIS BENEFITS, WHICH ARE MANY, TURN UNTO JUDGMENT TO ALL OF US, IF WE WALK NOT WORTHILY OF HIM, AND DO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE GOOD AND WELL PLEASING IN HIS SIGHT WITH CONCORD. 1 CLEM. 21:2 FOR HE SAITH IN A CERTAIN PLACE, THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS A LAMP SEARCHING THE CLOSETS OF THE BELLY. 1 CLEM. 21:3 LET US SEE HOW NEAR HE IS, AND HOW THAT NOTHING ESCAPETH HIM OF OUR [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS OR OUR [SEXUAL] DEVICES WHICH WE MAKE. 1 CLEM. 21:4 IT IS RIGHT THEREFORE THAT WE SHOULD NOT BE DESERTERS FROM HIS WILL. 1 CLEM. 21:5 LET US RATHER GIVE [SEXLESS] OFFENSE TO FOOLISH AND SENSELESS MEN WHO EXALT THEMSELVES AND BOAST IN THE [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE OF THEIR [SEXUAL] WORDS, THAN TO GOD. 1 CLEM. 21:6 LET US FEAR THE LORD JESUS [CHRIST], WHOSE BLOOD WAS GIVEN FOR US. LET US REVERENCE OUR RULERS; LET US HONOR OUR ELDERS; LET US INSTRUCT OUR YOUNG MEN IN THE LESSON OF THE FEAR OF GOD. LET US GUIDE OUR WOMEN TOWARD THAT WHICH IS GOOD: 1 CLEM. 21:7 LET THEM SHOW FORTH THEIR [SEXLESS] LOVELY DISPOSITION OF PURITY; LET THEM PROVE THEIR SINCERE [SEXLESS] AFFECTION OF GENTLENESS; LET THEM MAKE MANIFEST THE MODERATION OF THEIR TONGUE THROUGH THEIR SILENCE; LET THEM SHOW THEIR [SEXLESS] LOVE, NOT IN FACTIOUS PREFERENCES BUT WITHOUT PARTIALITY TOWARDS ALL THEM THAT FEAR GOD, IN HOLINESS. LET OUR CHILDREN BE PARTAKERS OF THE INSTRUCTION WHICH IS IN CHRIST: 1 CLEM. 21:8 LET THEM LEARN HOW LOWLINESS OF MIND PREVAILETH WITH GOD, WHAT POWER CHASTE [SEXLESS] LOVE HATH WITH GOD, HOW THE FEAR OF HIM IS GOOD AND GREAT AND SAVETH ALL THEM THAT WALK THEREIN IN A PURE MIND WITH HOLINESS. 1 CLEM. 21:9 FOR HE IS THE SEARCHER OUT OF THE [SEXUAL] INTENTS AND [SEXUAL] DESIRES; WHOSE BREATH IS IN US, AND WHEN HE LISTETH, HE SHALL TAKE IT AWAY. 
1 CLEM. 22:1 NOW ALL THESE THINGS THE FAITH WHICH IS IN CHRIST CONFIRMETH: FOR HE HIMSELF THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT THUS INVITE THUS: COME, MY CHILDREN, HEARKEN UNTO ME, I WILL TEACH YOU THE FEAR OF THE LORD. 1 CLEM. 22:2 WHAT MAN IS HE THAT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRETH LIFE AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVETH TO SEE GOOD DAYS? 1 CLEM. 22:3 MAKE THY TONGUE TO CEASE FROM EVIL, AND THY LIPS THAT THEY SPEAK NO GUILE. 1 CLEM. 22:4 TURN ASIDE FROM EVIL AND DO GOOD. 1 CLEM. 22:5 SEEK PEACE AND ENSUE IT. 1 CLEM. 22:6 THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE OVER THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HIS EARS ARE TURNED TO THEIR PRAYERS. BUT THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF THE LORD IS UPON THEM THAT DO EVIL, TO DESTROY THEIR MEMORIAL FROM THE EARTH. 1 CLEM. 22:7 THE RIGHTEOUS CRIED OUT, AND THE LORD HEARD HIM, AND DELIVERED HIM FROM ALL HIS TROUBLES. MANY ARE THE TROUBLES OF THE RIGHTEOUS, AND THE LORD SHALL DELIVER HIM FROM THEM ALL. 1 CLEM. 22:8 AND AGAIN MANY ARE THE STRIPES OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNER, BUT THEM THAT SET THEIR HOPE ON THE LORD MERCY SHALL COMPASS ABOUT. 
1 CLEM. 23:1 THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO IS PITIFUL IN ALL THINGS, AND READY TO DO GOOD, HATH COMPASSION ON THEM THAT FEAR HIM, AND KINDLY AND LOVINGLY BESTOWETH HIS FAVORS ON THEM THAT DRAW NIGH UNTO HIM WITH A SINGLE MIND. 1 CLEM. 23:2 THEREFORE LET US NOT BE DOUBLE-MINDED, NEITHER LET OUR SOUL INDULGE IN IDLE HUMORS RESPECTING HIS EXCEEDING AND GLORIOUS GIFTS. 1 CLEM. 23:3 LET THIS [HOLY] SCRIPTURE BE FAR FROM US WHERE HE SAITH WRETCHED ARE THE DOUBLE-MINDED, WHICH DOUBT IN THEIR SOUL AND SAY, THESE THINGS WE DID HEAR IN THE DAYS OF OUR FATHERS ALSO, AND BEHOLD WE HAVE GROWN OLD, AND NONE OF THESE THINGS HATH BEFALLEN US. 1 CLEM. 23:4 YE FOOLS, COMPARE YOURSELVES UNTO A TREE; TAKE A VINE. FIRST IT SHEDDETH ITS LEAVES, THEN A SHOOT COMETH, THEN A LEAF, THEN A FLOWER, AND AFTER THESE A SOUR BERRY, THEN A FULL RIPE GRAPE. YE SEE THAT IN A LITTLE TIME THE FRUIT OF THE TREE ATTAINETH UNTO MELLOWNESS. 1 CLEM. 23:5 OF A TRUTH QUICKLY AND SUDDENLY SHALL HIS WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED, THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE ALSO BEARING WITNESS TO IT, SAYING HE SHALL COME QUICKLY AND SHALL NOT TARRY; AND THE LORD SHALL COME SUDDENLY INTO HIS TEMPLE, EVEN THE HOLY ONE, WHOM YE EXPECT.
1 CLEM. 24:1 LET US UNDERSTAND, DEARLY BELOVED, HOW THE MASTER CONTINUALLY SHOWETH UNTO US THE RESURRECTION THAT SHALL BE HEREAFTER; WHEREOF HE MADE THE LORD JESUS CHRIST THE FIRSTFRUIT, WHEN HE RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD. 1 CLEM. 24:2 LET US BEHOLD, DEARLY BELOVED, THE RESURRECTION WHICH HAPPENETH AT ITS PROPER SEASON. 1 CLEM. 24:3 DAY AND NIGHT SHOW UNTO US THE RESURRECTION. THE NIGHT FALLETH ASLEEP, AND DAY ARISETH; THE DAY DEPARTETH, AND NIGHT COMETH ON. 1 CLEM. 24:4 LET US MARK THE FRUITS, HOW AND IN WHAT MANNER THE SOWING TAKETH PLACE. 1 CLEM. 24:5 THE SOWER GOETH FORTH AND CASTETH INTO THE EARTH EACH OF THE SEEDS; AND THESE FALLING INTO THE EARTH DRY AND BARE DECAY: THEN OUT OF THEIR DECAY THE MIGHTINESS OF THE MASTER'S PROVIDENCE RAISETH THEM UP, AND FROM BEING ONE THEY INCREASE MANIFOLD AND BEAR FRUIT. 
1 CLEM. 25:1 LET US CONSIDER THE MARVELOUS SIGN WHICH IS SEEN IN THE REGIONS OF THE EAST, THAT IS, IN THE PARTS ABOUT ARABIA. 1 CLEM. 25:2 THERE IS A BIRD, WHICH IS NAMED THE PHOENIX. THIS, BEING THE ONLY ONE OF ITS KIND, LIVETH FOR FIVE HUNDRED YEARS; AND WHEN IT HATH NOW REACHED THE TIME OF ITS DISSOLUTION THAT IT SHOULD DIE, IT MAKETH FOR ITSELF A COFFIN OF FRANKINCENSE AND MYRRH AND THE OTHER SPICES, INTO THE WHICH IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME IT ENTERETH, AND SO IT DIETH. 1 CLEM. 25:3 BUT, AS THE FLESH ROTTETH, A CERTAIN WORM IS ENGENDERED, WHICH IS NURTURED FROM THE MOISTURE OF THE DEAD CREATURE AND PUTTETH FORTH WINGS. THEN, WHEN IT IS GROWN LUSTY, IT TAKETH UP THAT COFFIN WHERE ARE THE BONES OF ITS PARENT, AND CARRYING THEM JOURNEYETH FROM THE COUNTRY OF ARABIA EVEN UNTO EGYPT, TO THE PLACE CALLED THE CITY OF THE SUN; 1 CLEM. 25:4 AND IN THE DAYTIME IN THE SIGHT OF ALL, FLYING TO THE ALTAR OF THE SUN, IT LAYETH THEM THEREUPON; AND THIS DONE, IT SETTETH FORTH TO RETURN. 1 CLEM. 25:5 SO THE PRIESTS EXAMINE THE REGISTERS OF THE TIMES, AND THEY FIND THAT IT HATH COME WHEN THE FIVE HUNDREDTH YEAR IS COMPLETED.
1 CLEM. 26:1 DO WE THEN [SEXLESSLY] THINK IT TO BE A GREAT AND MARVELOUS THING, IF THE [TRUE] CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SHALL BRING ABOUT THE RESURRECTION OF THEM THAT HAVE SERVED HIM WITH HOLINESS IN THE ASSURANCE OF A GOOD FAITH, SEEING THAT HE SHOWETH TO US EVEN BY A BIRD THE MAGNIFICENCE OF HIS PROMISE? 1 CLEM. 26:2 FOR HE SAITH IN A CERTAIN PLACE AND THOU SHALT RAISE ME UP, AND I WILL PRAISE THEE; AND; I WENT TO REST AND SLEPT, I WAS AWAKED, FOR THOU ART WITH ME. 1 CLEM. 26:3 AND AGAIN JOB SAITH AND THOU SHALL RAISE THIS MY FLESH WHICH HATH ENDURED ALL THESE THINGS.
1 CLEM. 27:1 WITH THIS HOPE THEREFORE LET OUR SOULS BE BOUND UNTO HIM THAT IS FAITHFUL IN HIS PROMISES AND THAT IS RIGHTEOUS IN HIS JUDGMENTS. 1 CLEM. 27:2 HE THAT COMMANDED NOT TO LIE, MUCH MORE SHALL HE HIMSELF NOT LIE: FOR NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD SAVE TO LIE. 1 CLEM. 27:3 THEREFORE LET OUR FAITH IN HIM BE KINDLED WITHIN US, AND LET US UNDERSTAND THAT ALL THINGS ARE NIGH UNTO HIM. 1 CLEM. 27:4 BY A WORD OF HIS MAJESTY HE COMPACTED THE UNIVERSE; AND BY A WORD HE CAN DESTROY IT. 1 CLEM. 27:5 WHO SHALL SAY UNTO HIM, WHAT HAST THOU DONE? OR WHO SHALL RESIST THE MIGHT OF HIS STRENGTH? WHEN HE LISTETH, AND AS HE LISTETH, HE WILL DO ALL THINGS; AND NOTHING SHALL PASS AWAY OF THOSE THINGS THAT HE HATH DECREED. 1 CLEM. 27:6 ALL THINGS ARE IN HIS SIGHT, AND NOTHING ESCAPETH HIS [SEXLESS] COUNSEL, 1 CLEM. 27:7 SEEING THAT THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE GLORY OF GOD, AND THE FIRMAMENT PROCLAIMETH HIS HANDIWORK. DAY UTTERETH WORD UNTO DAY, AND NIGHT PROCLAIMETH KNOWLEDGE UNTO NIGHT; AND THERE ARE NEITHER WORDS NOR SPEECHES, WHOSE VOICES ARE NOT HEARD.
1 CLEM. 28:1 SINCE THEREFORE ALL THINGS ARE SEEN AND HEARD, LET US FEAR HIM AND FORSAKE THE ABOMINABLE [SEXUAL] LUSTS OF EVIL WORKS, THAT WE MAYBE SHIELDED BY HIS MERCY FROM THE COMING JUDGMENTS. 1 CLEM. 28:2 FOR WHERE CAN ANY OF US ESCAPE FROM HIS STRONG HAND? AND WHAT WORLD WILL RECEIVE ANY OF THEM THAT DESERT FROM HIS SERVICE? 1 CLEM. 28:3 FOR THE HOLY WRITING SAITH IN A CERTAIN PLACE WHERE SHALL I GO, AND WHERE SHALL I BE HIDDEN FROM THY FACE? IF I ASCEND INTO THE HEAVEN, THOU ART THERE; IF I DEPART INTO THE FARTHEST PARTS OF THE EARTH, THERE IS THY RIGHT HAND; IF I MAKE MY BED IN THE DEPTHS, THERE IS THY SPIRIT. 1 CLEM. 28:4 WHITHER THEN SHALL ONE DEPART, OR WHERE SHALL ONE FLEE, FROM HIM THAT EMBRACETH THE UNIVERSE?
1 CLEM. 29:1 LET US THEREFORE APPROACH HIM IN HOLINESS OF SOUL, LIFTING UP PURE AND UNDEFILED HANDS UNTO HIM, WITH [SEXLESS] LOVE TOWARDS OUR GENTLE AND COMPASSIONATE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO MADE US AN ELECT PORTION UNTO HIMSELF. 1 CLEM. 29:2 FOR THUS IT IS WRITTEN: WHEN THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] DIVIDED THE NATIONS, WHEN HE DISPERSED THE SONS OF ADAM, HE FIXED THE BOUNDARIES OF THE NATIONS ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THE ANGELS OF GOD. HIS PEOPLE JACOB BECAME THE PORTION OF THE LORD, AND ISRAEL THE MEASUREMENT OF HIS INHERITANCE. 1 CLEM. 29:3 AND IN ANOTHER PLACE HE SAITH, BEHOLD, THE LORD TAKETH FOR HIMSELF A NATION OUT OF THE MIDST OF THE NATIONS, AS A MAN TAKETH THE FIRST FRUITS OF HIS THRESHING FLOOR; AND THE HOLY OF HOLIES SHALL COME FORTH FROM THAT NATION.
1 CLEM. 30:1 SEEING THEN THAT WE ARE THE SPECIAL PORTION OF A HOLY GOD, LET US DO ALL THINGS THAT PERTAIN UNTO HOLINESS, FORSAKING EVIL SPEAKINGS, ABOMINABLE AND IMPURE EMBRACES, DRUNKENNESSES AND TUMULTS AND HATEFUL [SEXUAL] LUSTS, ABOMINABLE ADULTERY, HATEFUL PRIDE. 1 CLEM. 30:2 FOR GOD, HE SAITH, RESISTETH THE PROUD, BUT GIVETH GRACE TO THE LOWLY. 1 CLEM. 30:3 LET US THEREFORE CLEAVE UNTO THOSE TO WHOM GRACE IS GIVEN FROM GOD. LET US CLOTHE OURSELVES IN CONCORD, BEING LOWLY-MINDED AND TEMPERATE, HOLDING OURSELVES ALOOF FROM ALL BACK BITING AND EVIL SPEAKING, BEING JUSTIFIED BY WORKS AND NOT BY WORDS. 1 CLEM. 30:4 FOR HE SAITH, HE THAT SAITH MUCH SHALL HEAR ALSO AGAIN. DOTH THE READY TALKER, [SEXUALLY] THINK TO BE RIGHTEOUS? 1 CLEM. 30:5 BLESSED IS THE OFFSPRING OF A WOMAN THAT LIVETH BUT A SHORT TIME. BE NOT THOU ABUNDANT IN WORDS. 1 CLEM. 30:6 LET OUR PRAISE BE WITH GOD, AND NOT OF OURSELVES: FOR GOD HATETH THEM THAT PRAISE THEMSELVES. 1 CLEM. 30:7 LET THE TESTIMONY TO OUR WELL DOING BE GIVEN BY OTHERS, AS IT WAS GIVEN UNTO OUR FATHERS WHO WERE RIGHTEOUS. 1 CLEM. 30:8 [SEXUAL] BOLDNESS AND [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE AND [SEXUAL] DARING ARE FOR THEM THAT ARE ACCURSED OF GOD; BUT FORBEARANCE AND HUMILITY AND GENTLENESS ARE WITH THEM THAT ARE BLESSED OF GOD.
1 CLEM. 31:1 LET US THEREFORE CLEAVE UNTO HIS BLESSING, AND LET US SEE WHAT ARE THE WAYS OF BLESSING. LET US STUDY THE RECORDS OF THE THINGS THAT HAVE HAPPENED FROM THE BEGINNING. 1 CLEM. 31:2 WHEREFORE WAS OUR FATHER ABRAHAM BLESSED? WAS IT NOT BECAUSE HE WROUGHT RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUTH THROUGH FAITH? 1 CLEM. 31:3 ISAAC WITH CONFIDENCE, AS KNOWING THE FUTURE, WAS LED A WILLING SACRIFICE. 1 CLEM. 31:4 JACOB WITH HUMILITY DEPARTED FROM HIS LAND BECAUSE OF HIS BROTHER, AND WENT UNTO LABAN AND SERVED; AND THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL WERE GIVEN UNTO HIM.
1 CLEM. 32:1 IF ANY MAN WILL CONSIDER THEM ONE BY ONE IN SINCERITY, HE SHALL UNDERSTAND THE MAGNIFICENCE OF THE GIFTS THAT ARE GIVEN BY HIM. 1 CLEM. 32:2 FOR OF JACOB ARE ALL THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES WHO MINISTER UNTO THE ALTAR OF GOD; OF HIM IS THE LORD JESUS AS CONCERNING THE FLESH; OF HIM ARE KINGS AND RULERS AND GOVERNORS IN THE LINE OF JUDAH; YEA AND THE REST OF HIS TRIBES ARE HELD IN NO SMALL HONOR, SEEING THAT GOD PROMISED SAYING, THY SEED SHALL BE AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN. 1 CLEM. 32:3 THEY ALL THEREFORE WERE GLORIFIED AND MAGNIFIED, NOT THROUGH THEMSELVES OR THEIR OWN WORKS OR THE RIGHTEOUS DOING WHICH THEY WROUGHT, BUT THROUGH HIS WILL. 1 CLEM. 32:4 AND SO WE, HAVING BEEN CALLED THROUGH HIS WILL IN CHRIST JESUS, ARE NOT JUSTIFIED THROUGH OURSELVES OR THROUGH OUR OWN WISDOM OR UNDERSTANDING OR PIETY OR WORKS WHICH WE WROUGHT IN HOLINESS OF HEART, BUT THROUGH FAITH, WHEREBY THE ALMIGHTY GOD JUSTIFIED ALL MEN THAT HAVE BEEN FROM THE BEGINNING; TO WHOM BE THE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
1 CLEM. 33:1 WHAT THEN MUST WE DO, BRETHREN? MUST WE IDLY ABSTAIN FROM DOING GOOD, AND FORSAKE [SEXLESS] LOVE? MAY THE MASTER NEVER ALLOW THIS TO BEFALL US AT LEAST; BUT LET US HASTEN WITH INSTANCY AND ZEAL TO ACCOMPLISH EVERY GOOD WORK. 1 CLEM. 33:2 FOR THE [TRUE] CREATOR AND MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE HIMSELF [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] REJOICETH IN HIS WORKS. 1 CLEM. 33:3 FOR BY HIS EXCEEDING GREAT MIGHT HE ESTABLISHED THE HEAVENS, AND IN HIS INCOMPREHENSIBLE WISDOM HE SET THEM IN ORDER. AND THE EARTH HE SEPARATED FROM THE WATER THAT SURROUNDETH IT, AND HE SET IT FIRM ON THE SURE FOUNDATION OF HIS OWN WILL; AND THE LIVING CREATURES WHICH WALK UPON IT HE COMMANDED TO EXIST BY HIS ORDINANCE. HAVING BEFORE CREATED THE SEA AND THE LIVING CREATURES THEREIN, HE ENCLOSED IT BY HIS OWN POWER. 1 CLEM. 33:4 ABOVE ALL, AS THE MOST EXCELLENT AND EXCEEDING GREAT WORK OF HIS INTELLIGENCE, WITH HIS SACRED AND FAULTLESS HANDS HE FORMED MAN IN THE IMPRESS OF HIS OWN IMAGE. 1 CLEM. 33:5 FOR THUS SAITH GOD LET US MAKE MAN AFTER OUR IMAGE AND AFTER OUR LIKENESS. AND GOD MADE MAN; MALE AND FEMALE MADE HE THEM. 1 CLEM. 33:6 SO HAVING FINISHED ALL THESE THINGS, HE PRAISED THEM AND BLESSED THEM AND SAID, INCREASE AND MULTIPLY. 1 CLEM. 33:7 WE HAVE SEEN THAT ALL THE RIGHTEOUS WERE ADORNED IN GOOD WORKS. YEA, AND THE LORD HIMSELF HAVING ADORNED HIMSELF WITH WORLDS REJOICED. 1 CLEM. 33:8 SEEING THEN THAT WE HAVE THIS PATTERN, LET US CONFORM OURSELVES WITH ALL DILIGENCE TO HIS WILL; LET US WITH ALL OUR STRENGTH WORK THE WORK OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.
1 CLEM. 34:1 THE GOOD WORKMAN RECEIVETH THE BREAD OF HIS WORK WITH BOLDNESS, BUT THE SLOTHFUL AND CARELESS DARETH NOT LOOK HIS EMPLOYER IN THE FACE. 1 CLEM. 34:2 IT IS THEREFORE NEEDFUL THAT WE SHOULD BE ZEALOUS UNTO WELL DOING, FOR OF HIM ARE ALL THINGS: 1 CLEM. 34:3 SINCE HE FOREWARNETH US SAYING, BEHOLD, THE LORD, AND HIS REWARD IS BEFORE HIS FACE, TO RECOMPENSE EACH MAN ACCORDING TO HIS WORK. 1 CLEM. 34:4 HE EXHORTETH US THEREFORE TO BELIEVE ON HIM WITH OUR WHOLE HEART, AND TO BE NOT IDLE NOR CARELESS UNTO EVERY GOOD WORK. 1 CLEM. 34:5 LET OUR BOAST AND OUR CONFIDENCE BE IN HIM: LET US SUBMIT OURSELVES TO HIS WILL; LET US MARK THE WHOLE HOST OF HIS ANGELS, HOW THEY STAND BY AND MINISTER UNTO HIS WILL. 1 CLEM. 34:6 FOR THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE SAITH, TEN-THOUSANDS OF TEN-THOUSANDS STOOD BY HIM, AND THOUSANDS OF THOUSANDS MINISTERED UNTO HIM: AND THEY CRIED ALOUD, HOLY, HOLY, HOLY IS THE LORD OF SABAOTH; ALL CREATION IS FULL OF HIS GLORY. 1 CLEM. 34:7 YEA, AND LET US OURSELVES THEN, BEING GATHERED TOGETHER IN CONCORD WITH [SEXLESS] INTENTNESS OF HEART, CRY UNTO HIM AS FROM ONE MOUTH EARNESTLY THAT WE MAY BE MADE PARTAKERS OF HIS GREAT AND GLORIOUS PROMISES. 1 CLEM. 34:8 FOR HE SAITH, EYE HATH NOT SEEN AND EAR HATH NOT HEARD, AND IT HATH NOT ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN WHAT GREAT THINGS HE HATH PREPARED FOR THEM THAT PATIENTLY AWAIT HIM.
1 CLEM. 35:1 HOW BLESSED AND MARVELOUS ARE THE GIFTS OF GOD, DEARLY BELOVED! 1 CLEM. 35:2 LIFE IN IMMORTALITY, SPLENDOR IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, TRUTH IN BOLDNESS, FAITH IN CONFIDENCE, TEMPERANCE IN SANCTIFICATION! AND ALL THESE THINGS FALL UNDER OUR APPREHENSION. 1 CLEM. 35:3 WHAT THEN, [SEXLESS] THINK YE, ARE THE THINGS PREPARING FOR THEM THAT PATIENTLY AWAIT HIM? THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE AGES, THE ALL HOLY ONE HIMSELF KNOWETH THEIR NUMBER AND THEIR BEAUTY. 1 CLEM. 35:4 LET US THEREFORE CONTEND, THAT WE MAY BE FOUND IN THE NUMBER OF THOSE THAT PATIENTLY AWAIT HIM, TO THE END THAT WE MAY BE PARTAKERS OF HIS PROMISED GIFTS. 1 CLEM. 35:5 BUT HOW SHALL THIS BE, DEARLY BELOVED? IF OUR MIND BE FIXED THROUGH FAITH TOWARDS GOD; IF WE SEEK OUT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE WELL PLEASING AND ACCEPTABLE UNTO HIM; IF WE ACCOMPLISH SUCH THINGS AS BESEEM HIS FAULTLESS WILL, AND FOLLOW THE WAY OF TRUTH, CASTING OFF FROM OURSELVES ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AND INIQUITY, COVETOUSNESS, STRIFES, [SEXUAL] MALIGNITIES AND [SEXUAL] DECEITS, WHISPERINGS AND BACKBITINGS, HATRED OF GOD, PRIDE AND [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE, VAINGLORY AND INHOSPITALITY. 1 CLEM. 35:6 FOR THEY THAT DO THESE THINGS ARE HATEFUL TO GOD; AND NOT ONLY THEY THAT DO THEM, BUT THEY ALSO THAT CONSENT UNTO THEM. 1 CLEM. 35:7 FOR THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE SAITH, BUT UNTO THE [SEXUAL] SINNER SAID GOD, WHEREFORE DOST THOU DECLARE MINE ORDINANCES, AND TAKEST MY COVENANT UPON THY LIPS? 1 CLEM. 35:8 YET THOU DIDST HATE INSTRUCTION AND DIDST CAST AWAY MY WORDS BEHIND THEE. IF THOU SAWEST A THIEF THOU DIDST KEEP COMPANY WITH HIM, AND WITH THE ADULTERERS THOU DIDST SET THY PORTION. THY MOUTH MULTIPLIED WICKEDNESS AND THY TONGUE WOVE DECEIT. THOU SATTEST AND SPAKEST AGAINST THY BROTHER, AND AGAINST THE SON OF THY MOTHER THOU DIDST LAY A STUMBLING BLOCK. 1 CLEM. 35:9 THESE THINGS THOU HAST DONE, AND I KEPT SILENCE. THOU [SEXUALLY] THOUGHTEST, UNRIGHTEOUS MAN, THAT I SHOULD BE LIKE UNTO THEE. 1 CLEM. 35:10 I WILL CONVICT THEE AND WILL SET THEE FACE TO FACE WITH THYSELF. 1 CLEM. 35:11 NOW UNDERSTAND YE THESE THINGS, YE THAT FORGET GOD, LEST AT ANY TIME HE SEIZE YOU AS A LION, AND THERE BE NONE TO DELIVER. 1 CLEM. 35:12 THE SACRIFICE OF PRAISE SHALL GLORIFY ME, AND THERE IS THE WAY WHEREIN I WILL SHOW HIM THE SALVATION OF GOD.
1 CLEM. 36:1 THIS IS THE WAY, DEARLY BELOVED, WHEREIN WE FOUND OUR SALVATION, EVEN JESUS CHRIST THE HIGH PRIEST OF OUR OFFERINGS, THE GUARDIAN AND HELPER OF OUR WEAKNESS. 1 CLEM. 36:2 THROUGH HIM LET US LOOK STEADFASTLY UNTO THE HEIGHTS OF THE HEAVENS; THROUGH HIM WE BEHOLD AS IN A MIRROR HIS FAULTLESS AND MOST EXCELLENT VISAGE; THROUGH HIM THE EYES OF OUR HEARTS WERE OPENED; THROUGH HIM OUR FOOLISH AND DARKENED MIND SPRINGETH UP UNTO THE LIGHT; THROUGH HIM THE MASTER WILLED THAT WE SHOULD TASTE OF THE IMMORTAL KNOWLEDGE WHO BEING THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS MAJESTY IS SO MUCH GREATER THAN ANGELS, AS HE HATH INHERITED A MORE EXCELLENT NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 1 CLEM. 36:3 FOR SO IT IS WRITTEN WHO MAKETH HIS ANGELS, SPIRITS AND HIS MINISTERS AFLAME OF FIRE 1 CLEM. 36:4 BUT OF HIS SON THE MASTER SAID THUS, THOU, ART MY SON, I THIS DAY HAVE BEGOTTEN THEE. ASK OF ME, AND I WILL GIVE THEE THE GENTILES FOR THINE INHERITANCE, AND THE ENDS OF THE EARTH FOR THY POSSESSION. 1 CLEM. 36:5 AND AGAIN HE SAITH UNTO HIM SIT THOU ON MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE THINE ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR THY FEET. 1 CLEM. 36:6 WHO THEN ARE THESE ENEMIES? THEY THAT ARE WICKED AND RESIST HIS WILL.
1 CLEM. 37:1 LET US THEREFORE ENLIST OURSELVES, BRETHREN, WITH ALL EARNESTNESS IN HIS FAULTLESS ORDINANCES. 1 CLEM. 37:2 LET US MARK THE SOLDIERS THAT ARE ENLISTED UNDER OUR RULERS, HOW EXACTLY, HOW READILY, HOW SUBMISSIVELY, THEY EXECUTE THE ORDERS GIVEN THEM. 1 CLEM. 37:3 ALL ARE NOT PREFECTS, NOR RULERS OF THOUSANDS, NOR RULERS OF HUNDREDS, NOR RULERS OF FIFTIES, AND SO FORTH; BUT EACH MAN IN HIS OWN RANK EXECUTETH THE ORDERS GIVEN BY THE KING AND THE GOVERNORS. 1 CLEM. 37:4 THE GREAT WITHOUT THE SMALL CANNOT EXIST, NEITHER THE SMALL WITHOUT THE GREAT. THERE IS A CERTAIN MIXTURE IN ALL THINGS, AND THEREIN IS UTILITY. 1 CLEM. 37:5 LET US TAKE OUR BODY AS AN EXAMPLE. THE HEAD WITHOUT THE FEET IS NOTHING; SO LIKEWISE, THE FEET WITHOUT THE HEAD ARE NOTHING: EVEN THE SMALLEST LIMBS OF OUR BODY ARE NECESSARY AND USEFUL FOR THE WHOLE BODY: BUT ALL THE MEMBERS CONSPIRE AND UNITE IN SUBJECTION, THAT THE WHOLE BODY MAYBE SAVED.
1 CLEM. 38:1 SO IN OUR CASE LET THE WHOLE BODY BE SAVED IN CHRIST JESUS, AND LET EACH MAN BE SUBJECT UNTO HIS NEIGHBOR, ACCORDING AS ALSO HE WAS APPOINTED WITH HIS SPECIAL GRACE. 1 CLEM. 38:2 LET NOT THE STRONG NEGLECT THE WEAK; AND LET THE WEAK RESPECT THE STRONG. LET THE RICH MINISTER AID TO THE POOR; AND LET THE POOR GIVE THANKS TO GOD, BECAUSE HE HATH GIVEN HIM ONE THROUGH WHOM HIS WANTS MAY BE SUPPLIED. LET THE WISE DISPLAY HIS WISDOM, NOT IN WORDS, BUT IN GOOD WORKS. HE THAT IS LOWLY IN MIND, LET HIM NOT BEAR TESTIMONY TO HIMSELF, BUT LEAVE TESTIMONY TO BE BORNE TO HIM BY HIS NEIGHBOR. HE THAT IS PURE IN THE FLESH, LET HIM BE SO, AND NOT BOAST, KNOWING THAT IT IS ANOTHER WHO BESTOWETH HIS CONTINENCE UPON HIM. 1 CLEM. 38:3 LET US CONSIDER, BRETHREN, OF WHAT MATTER WE WERE MADE; WHO AND WHAT MANNER OF BEINGS WE WERE, WHEN WE CAME INTO THE WORLD; FROM WHAT A SEPULCHRE AND WHAT DARKNESS HE THAT MOLDED AND CREATED US BROUGHT US INTO HIS WORLD, HAVING PREPARED HIS BENEFITS AFOREHAND ERE EVER WE WERE BORN. 1 CLEM. 38:4 SEEING THEREFORE THAT WE HAVE ALL THESE THINGS FROM HIM, WE OUGHT IN ALL THINGS TO GIVE THANKS TO HIM, TO WHOM BE THE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
1 CLEM. 39:1 SENSELESS AND STUPID AND FOOLISH AND IGNORANT MEN JEER AND MOCK AT US, DESIRING THAT THEY THEMSELVES SHOULD BE EXALTED IN THEIR IMAGINATIONS. 1 CLEM. 39:2 FOR WHAT POWER HATH A MORTAL? OR WHAT STRENGTH HATH A CHILD OF EARTH? 1 CLEM. 39:3 FOR IT IS WRITTEN; THERE WAS NO FORM BEFORE MINE EYES; ONLY I HEARD A BREATH AND A VOICE. 1 CLEM. 39:4 WHAT THEN? SHALL A MORTAL BE CLEAN IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD; OR SHALL A MAN BE UNBLAMABLE FOR HIS WORKS? SEEING THAT HE IS DISTRUSTFUL AGAINST HIS SERVANTS AND NOTETH SOME PERVERSITY AGAINST HIS ANGELS. 1 CLEM. 39:5 NAY, THE HEAVEN IS NOT CLEAN IN HIS SIGHT. AWAY THEN, YE THAT DWELL IN HOUSES OF CLAY, WHEREOF, EVEN OF THE SAME CLAY, WE OURSELVES ARE MADE. HE SMOTE THEM LIKE A MOTH, AND FROM MORN TO EVEN THEY ARE NO MORE. BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT SUCCOR THEMSELVES, THEY PERISHED. 1 CLEM. 39:6 HE BREATHED ON THEM AND THEY DIED, BECAUSE THEY HAD NO WISDOM. 1 CLEM. 39:7 BUT CALL THOU, IF PERCHANCE ONE SHALL OBEY THEE, OR IF THOU SHALT SEE ONE OF THE HOLY ANGELS. FOR WRATH KILLETH THE FOOLISH MAN, AND ENVY SLAYETH HIM THAT HAS GONE ASTRAY. 1 CLEM. 39:8 AND I HAVE SEEN FOOLS THROWING OUT ROOTS, BUT FORTHWITH THEIR HABITATION WAS EATEN UP. 1 CLEM. 39:9 FAR BE THEIR SONS FROM SAFETY. MAY THEY BE MOCKED AT THE GATES OF INFERIORS, AND THERE SHALL BE NONE TO DELIVER THEM. FOR THE THINGS WHICH ARE PREPARED FOR THEM, THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL EAT; BUT THEY THEMSELVES SHALL NOT BE DELIVERED FROM EVILS.
1 CLEM. 40:1 FORASMUCH THEN AS THESE THINGS ARE MANIFEST BEFOREHAND, AND WE HAVE SEARCHED INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE DIVINE KNOWLEDGE, WE OUGHT TO DO ALL THINGS IN ORDER, AS MANY AS THE MASTER HATH COMMANDED US TO PERFORM AT THEIR APPOINTED SEASONS. 1 CLEM. 40:2 NOW THE OFFERINGS AND MINISTRATIONS HE COMMANDED TO BE PERFORMED WITH CARE, AND NOT TO BE DONE RASHLY OR IN DISORDER, BUT AT FIXED TIMES AND SEASONS. 1 CLEM. 40:3 AND WHERE AND BY WHOM HE WOULD HAVE THEM PERFORMED, HE HIMSELF FIXED BY HIS SUPREME WILL: THAT ALL THINGS BEING DONE WITH PIETY ACCORDING TO HIS GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE TO HIS WILL. 1 CLEM. 40:4 THEY THEREFORE THAT MAKE THEIR OFFERINGS AT THE APPOINTED SEASONS ARE ACCEPTABLE AND BLESSED: FOR WHILE THEY FOLLOW THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE MASTER THEY CANNOT GO WRONG. 1 CLEM. 40:5 FOR UNTO THE HIGH PRIEST HIS PROPER SERVICES HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED, AND TO THE PRIESTS THEIR PROPER OFFICE IS APPOINTED, AND UPON THE LEVITES THEIR PROPER MINISTRATIONS ARE LAID. THE LAYMAN IS BOUND BY THE LAYMAN'S ORDINANCES. 
1 CLEM. 41:1 LET EACH OF YOU, BRETHREN, IN HIS OWN ORDER GIVE THANKS UNTO GOD, MAINTAINING A GOOD CONSCIENCE AND NOT TRANSGRESSING THE APPOINTED RULE OF HIS SERVICE, BUT ACTING WITH ALL SEEMLINESS. 1 CLEM. 41:2 NOT IN EVERY PLACE, BRETHREN, ARE THE CONTINUAL DAILY SACRIFICES OFFERED, OR THE FREEWILL OFFERINGS, OR THE [SEXUAL] SIN OFFERINGS AND THE TRESPASS OFFERINGS, BUT IN JERUSALEM ALONE. AND EVEN THERE THE OFFERING IS NOT MADE IN EVERY PLACE, BUT BEFORE THE SANCTUARY IN THE COURT OF THE ALTAR; AND THIS TOO THROUGH THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE AFORE SAID MINISTERS, AFTER THAT THE VICTIM TO BE OFFERED HATH BEEN INSPECTED FOR BLEMISHES. 1 CLEM. 41:3 THEY THEREFORE WHO DO ANY THING CONTRARY TO THE SEEMLY ORDINANCE OF HIS WILL RECEIVE DEATH AS THE PENALTY. 1 CLEM. 41:4 YE SEE, BRETHREN, IN PROPORTION AS GREATER KNOWLEDGE HATH BEEN VOUCHSAFED UNTO US, SO MUCH THE MORE ARE WE EXPOSED TO DANGER. 
1 CLEM. 42:1 THE APOSTLES RECEIVED THE GOSPEL FOR US FROM THE LORD JESUS CHRIST; JESUS CHRIST WAS SENT FORTH FROM GOD. 1 CLEM. 42:2 SO THEN CHRIST IS FROM GOD, AND THE APOSTLES ARE FROM CHRIST. BOTH THEREFORE CAME OF THE WILL OF GOD IN THE APPOINTED ORDER. 1 CLEM. 42:3 HAVING THEREFORE RECEIVED A CHARGE, AND HAVING BEEN FULLY ASSURED THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST AND CONFIRMED IN THE WORD OF GOD WITH FULL ASSURANCE OF THE HOLY GHOST, THEY WENT FORTH WITH THE GLAD TIDINGS THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD SHOULD COME. 1 CLEM. 42:4 SO PREACHING EVERYWHERE IN COUNTRY AND TOWN, THEY APPOINTED THEIR FIRSTFRUITS, WHEN THEY HAD PROVED THEM BY THE SPIRIT, TO BE BISHOPS AND DEACONS UNTO THEM THAT SHOULD BELIEVE. 1 CLEM. 42:5 AND THIS THEY DID IN NO NEW FASHION; FOR INDEED IT HAD BEEN WRITTEN CONCERNING BISHOPS AND DEACONS FROM VERY ANCIENT TIMES; FOR THUS SAITH THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE IN A CERTAIN PLACE, I WILL APPOINT THEIR BISHOPS IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THEIR DEACONS IN FAITH.
1 CLEM. 43:1 AND WHAT MARVEL, IF THEY WHICH WERE ENTRUSTED IN CHRIST WITH SUCH A WORK BY GOD APPOINTED THE AFORESAID PERSONS? SEEING THAT EVEN THE BLESSED MOSES WHO WAS A FAITHFUL SERVANT IN ALL HIS HOUSE RECORDED FOR A SIGN IN THE SACRED BOOKS ALL THINGS THAT WERE ENJOINED UPON HIM. AND HIM ALSO THE REST OF THE PROPHETS FOLLOWED, BEARING WITNESS WITH HIM UNTO THE [SEXLESS] LAWS THAT WERE ORDAINED BY HIM. 1 CLEM. 43:2 FOR HE, WHEN JEALOUSY AROSE CONCERNING THE PRIESTHOOD, AND THERE WAS DISSENSION AMONG THE TRIBES WHICH OF THEM WAS ADORNED WITH THE GLORIOUS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], COMMANDED THE TWELVE CHIEFS OF THE TRIBES TO BRING TO HIM RODS INSCRIBED WITH THE NAME OF EACH TRIBE. AND HE TOOK THEM AND TIED THEM AND SEALED THEM WITH THE SIGNET RINGS OF THE CHIEFS OF THE TRIBES, AND PUT THEM AWAY IN THE TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY ON THE TABLE OF GOD. 1 CLEM. 43:3 AND HAVING SHUT THE TABERNACLE HE SEALED THE KEYS AND LIKEWISE ALSO THE DOORS. 1 CLEM. 43:4 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, BRETHREN, THE TRIBE WHOSE ROD SHALL BUD, THIS HATH GOD CHOSEN TO BE PRIESTS AND MINISTERS UNTO HIM. 1 CLEM. 43:5 NOW WHEN MORNING CAME, HE CALLED TOGETHER ALL ISRAEL, EVEN THE SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND MEN, AND SHOWED THE SEALS TO THE CHIEFS OF THE TRIBES AND OPENED THE TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY AND DREW FORTH THE RODS. AND THE ROD OF AARON WAS FOUND NOT ONLY WITH BUDS, BUT ALSO BEARING FRUIT. 1 CLEM. 43:6 WHAT [SEXLESS] THINK YE, DEARLY BELOVED? DID NOT MOSES KNOW BEFOREHAND THAT THIS WOULD COME TO PASS? ASSUREDLY HE KNEW IT. BUT THAT DISORDER MIGHT NOT ARISE IN ISRAEL, HE DID THUS, TO THE END THAT THE NAME OF THE TRUE AND ONLY GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] MIGHT BE GLORIFIED: TO WHOM HE THE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN...
1 CLEM. 44:1 AND OUR APOSTLES KNEW THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THAT THERE WOULD BE STRIFE OVER THE NAME OF THE BISHOP'S OFFICE. 1 CLEM. 44:2 FOR THIS CAUSE THEREFORE, HAVING RECEIVED COMPLETE FOREKNOWLEDGE, THEY APPOINTED THE AFORESAID PERSONS, AND AFTERWARDS THEY PROVIDED A CONTINUANCE, THAT IF THESE SHOULD FALL ASLEEP, OTHER APPROVED MEN SHOULD SUCCEED TO THEIR MINISTRATION. THOSE THEREFORE WHO WERE APPOINTED BY THEM, OR AFTERWARD BY OTHER MEN OF REPUTE WITH THE CONSENT OF THE WHOLE CHURCH, AND HAVE MINISTERED UNBLAMABLY TO THE FLOCK OF CHRIST IN LOWLINESS OF MIND, PEACEFULLY AND WITH ALL MODESTY, AND FOR LONG TIME HAVE BORNE A GOOD REPORT WITH ALL THESE MEN WE CONSIDER TO BE UNJUSTLY THRUST OUT FROM THEIR MINISTRATION. 1 CLEM. 44:3 FOR IT WILL BE NO LIGHT [SEXUAL] SIN FOR US, IF WE THRUST OUT THOSE WHO HAVE OFFERED THE GIFTS OF THE BISHOP'S OFFICE UNBLAMABLY AND HOLILY. 1 CLEM. 44:4 BLESSED ARE THOSE PRESBYTERS WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE, SEEING THAT THEIR DEPARTURE WAS FRUITFUL AND RIPE: FOR THEY HAVE NO FEAR LEST ANY ONE SHOULD REMOVE THEM FROM THEIR APPOINTED PLACE. 1 CLEM. 44:5 FOR WE SEE THAT YE HAVE DISPLACED CERTAIN PERSONS, THOUGH THEY WERE LIVING HONORABLY, FROM THE MINISTRATION WHICH HAD BEEN RESPECTED BY THEM BLAMELESSLY.
1 CLEM. 45:1 BE YE CONTENTIOUS, BRETHREN, AND JEALOUS ABOUT THE THINGS THAT PERTAIN UNTO SALVATION. 1 CLEM. 45:2 YE HAVE SEARCHED THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURES, WHICH ARE TRUE, WHICH WERE GIVEN THROUGH THE HOLY GHOST; 1 CLEM. 45:3 AND YE KNOW THAT NOTHING UNRIGHTEOUS OR COUNTERFEIT IS WRITTEN IN THEM. YE WILL NOT FIND THAT RIGHTEOUS PERSONS HAVE BEEN THRUST OUT BY HOLY MEN. 1 CLEM. 45:4 RIGHTEOUS MEN WERE PERSECUTED, BUT IT WAS BY THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS; THEY WERE IMPRISONED, BUT IT WAS BY THE UNHOLY. THEY WERE STONED BY TRANSGRESSORS: THEY WERE SLAIN BY THOSE WHO HAD CONCEIVED A DETESTABLE AND UNRIGHTEOUS JEALOUSY. 1 CLEM. 45:5 SUFFERING THESE THINGS, THEY ENDURED NOBLY. 1 CLEM. 45:6 FOR WHAT MUST WE SAY, BRETHREN? WAS DANIEL CAST INTO THE LIONS' DEN BY THEM THAT FEARED GOD? 1 CLEM. 45:7 OR WERE ANANIAS AND AZARIAS AND MISAEL SHUT UP IN THE FURNACE OF FIRE BY THEM THAT PROFESSED THE EXCELLENT AND GLORIOUS WORSHIP OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]? FAR BE THIS FROM OUR [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS. WHO THEN WERE THEY THAT DID THESE THINGS? ABOMINABLE MEN AND FULL OF ALL WICKEDNESS WERE STIRRED UP TO SUCH A PITCH OF WRATH, AS TO BRING CRUEL SUFFERING UPON THEM THAT SERVED GOD IN A HOLY AND BLAMELESS PURPOSE, NOT KNOWING THAT THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] IS THE CHAMPION AND PROTECTOR OF THEM THAT IN A PURE CONSCIENCE SERVE HIS EXCELLENT NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: UNTO WHOM BE THE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN. 1 CLEM. 45:8 BUT THEY THAT ENDURED PATIENTLY IN CONFIDENCE INHERITED GLORY AND HONOR; THEY WERE EXALTED, AND HAD THEIR NAMES RECORDED BY GOD IN THEIR MEMORIAL FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN. 
1 CLEM. 46:1 TO SUCH EXAMPLES AS THESE THEREFORE, BRETHREN, WE ALSO OUGHT TO CLEAVE. 1 CLEM. 46:2 FOR IT IS WRITTEN; CLEAVE UNTO THE SAINTS, FOR THEY THAT CLEAVE UNTO THEM SHALL BE SANCTIFIED. 1 CLEM. 46:3 AND AGAIN HE SAITH IN ANOTHER PLACE; WITH THE GUILTLESS MAN THOU SHALT BE GUILTLESS, AND WITH THE ELECT THOU SHALT BE ELECT, AND WITH THE CROOKED THOU SHALT DEAL CROOKEDLY. 1 CLEM. 46:4 LET US THEREFORE CLEAVE TO THE GUILTLESS AND RIGHTEOUS: AND THESE ARE THE ELECT OF GOD. 1 CLEM. 46:5 WHEREFORE ARE THERE STRIFES AND WRATHS AND FACTIONS AND DIVISIONS AND WAR AMONG YOU? 1 CLEM. 46:6 HAVE WE NOT ONE GOD AND ONE CHRIST AND ONE SPIRIT OF GRACE THAT WAS SHED UPON US? AND IS THERE NOT ONE CALLING IN CHRIST? 1 CLEM. 46:7 WHEREFORE DO WE TEAR AND REND ASUNDER THE MEMBERS OF CHRIST, AND STIR UP FACTIONS AGAINST OUR OWN BODY, AND REACH SUCH A PITCH OF FOLLY, AS TO FORGET THAT WE ARE MEMBERS ONE OF ANOTHER? 1 CLEM. 46:8 REMEMBER THE WORDS OF JESUS OUR LORD: FOR HE SAID, WOE UNTO THAT MAN; IT WAS GOOD FOR HIM IF HE HAD NOT BEEN BORN, RATHER THAN THAT AT HE SHOULD [SEXUALLY] OFFEND ONE OF MINE ELECT. IT, WERE BETTER FOR HIM THAT A MILLSTONE, WERE HANGED ABOUT HIM, AND BE CAST INTO THE SEA, THAN THAT HE SHOULD PERVERT ONE, OF MINE ELECT. 1 CLEM. 46:9 YOUR DIVISION HATH PERVERTED MANY; IT HATH BROUGHT MANY TO DESPAIR, MANY TO DOUBTING, AND ALL OF US TO SORROW. AND YOUR SEDITION STILL CONTINUETH.
1 CLEM. 47:1 TAKE UP THE EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED PAUL THE APOSTLE. 1 CLEM. 47:2 WHAT WROTE HE FIRST UNTO YOU IN THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL? 1 CLEM. 47:3 OF A TRUTH HE CHARGED YOU IN THE SPIRIT CONCERNING HIMSELF AND CEPHAS AND APOLLOS, BECAUSE THAT EVEN THEN YE HAD MADE PARTIES. 1 CLEM. 47:4 YET THAT MAKING OF PARTIES BROUGHT LESS [SEXUAL] SIN UPON YOU; FOR YE WERE PARTISANS OF APOSTLES THAT WERE HIGHLY REPUTED, AND OF A MAN APPROVED IN THEIR SIGHT. 1 CLEM. 47:5 BUT NOW MARK YE, WHO THEY ARE THAT HAVE PERVERTED YOU AND DIMINISHED THE GLORY OF YOUR RENOWNED [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR THE BROTHERHOOD. 1 CLEM. 47:6 IT IS SHAMEFUL, DEARLY BELOVED, YES, UTTERLY SHAMEFUL AND UNWORTHY OF YOUR [SEXLESS] CONDUCT IN CHRIST, THAT IT SHOULD BE REPORTED THAT THE VERY STEADFAST AND ANCIENT CHURCH OF THE CORINTHIANS, FOR THE SAKE OF ONE OR TWO PERSONS, MAKETH SEDITION AGAINST ITS PRESBYTERS. 1 CLEM. 47:7 AND THIS REPORT HATH REACHED NOT ONLY US, BUT THEM ALSO WHICH DIFFER FROM US, SO THAT YE EVEN HEAP BLASPHEMIES ON THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BY REASON OF YOUR FOLLY, AND MOREOVER CREATE PERIL FOR YOURSELVES.
1 CLEM. 48:1 LET US THEREFORE ROOT THIS OUT QUICKLY, AND LET US FALL DOWN BEFORE THE MASTER AND ENTREAT HIM WITH TEARS, THAT HE MAY SHOW HIMSELF PROPITIOUS AND BE RECONCILED UNTO US, AND MAY RESTORE US TO THE SEEMLY AND PURE [SEXLESS] CONDUCT WHICH BELONGETH TO OUR [SEXLESS] LOVE OF THE BRETHREN. 1 CLEM. 48:2 FOR THIS IS A GATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS OPENED UNTO LIFE, AS IT IS WRITTEN; OPEN ME THE GATES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT I MAY ENTER IN THEREBY AND PREACH THE LORD. 1 CLEM. 48:3 THIS IS THE GATE OF THE LORD; THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL ENTER IN THEREBY. 1 CLEM. 48:4 SEEING THEN THAT MANY GATES ARE OPENED, THIS IS THAT GATE WHICH IS IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, EVEN THAT WHICH IS IN CHRIST, WHEREBY ALL ARE BLESSED THAT HAVE ENTERED IN AND DIRECT THEIR PATH IN HOLINESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, PERFORMING ALL THINGS WITHOUT CONFUSION. 1 CLEM. 48:5 LET A MAN BE FAITHFUL, LET HIM BE ABLE TO EXPOUND A DEEP SAYING, LET HIM BE WISE IN THE DISCERNMENT OF WORDS, LET HIM BE STRENUOUS IN [SEXLESS] DEEDS, LET HIM BE PURE; 1 CLEM. 48:6 FOR SO MUCH THE MORE OUGHT HE TO BE LOWLY IN MIND, IN PROPORTION AS HE SEEMETH TO BE THE GREATER; AND HE OUGHT TO SEEK THE COMMON ADVANTAGE OF ALL, AND NOT HIS OWN.
1 CLEM. 49:1 LET HIM THAT HATH [SEXLESS] LOVE IN CHRIST FULFILL THE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST. 1 CLEM. 49:2 WHO CAN DECLARE THE BOND OF THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF GOD? 1 CLEM. 49:3 WHO IS SUFFICIENT TO TELL THE MAJESTY OF ITS BEAUTY? 1 CLEM. 49:4 THE HEIGHT, WHERE UNTO [SEXLESS] LOVE EXALTETH, IS UNSPEAKABLE. 1 CLEM. 49:5 [SEXLESS] LOVE JOINETH US UNTO GOD; [SEXLESS] LOVE COVERETH A MULTITUDE OF [SEXUAL] SINS; [SEXLESS] LOVE ENDURETH ALL THINGS, IS LONG-SUFFERING IN ALL THINGS. THERE IS NOTHING COARSE, NOTHING [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT IN [SEXLESS] LOVE. [SEXLESS] LOVE HATH NO [SEXUAL] DIVISIONS, [SEXLESS] LOVE MAKETH NO [SEXUAL] SEDITIONS, [SEXLESS] LOVE DOETH ALL THINGS IN [TRUE] CONCORD. IN [SEXLESS] LOVE, WERE ALL THE ELECT OF GOD MADE PERFECT; WITHOUT [SEXLESS] LOVE NOTHING IS WELL PLEASING TO GOD: 1 CLEM. 49:6 IN [SEXLESS] LOVE THE MASTER TOOK US UNTO HIMSELF; FOR THE [SEXLESS] LOVE WHICH HE HAD TOWARD US, JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD HATH GIVEN HIS BLOOD FOR US BY THE WILL OF GOD, AND HIS FLESH FOR OUR FLESH AND HIS LIFE FOR OUR LIVES.
1 CLEM. 50:1 YE SEE, DEARLY BELOVED, HOW GREAT AND MARVELOUS A THING IS [SEXLESS] LOVE, AND THERE IS NO DECLARING ITS PERFECTION. 1 CLEM. 50:2 WHO IS SUFFICIENT TO BE FOUND THEREIN, SAVE THOSE TO WHOM GOD SHALL VOUCHSAFE IT? LET US THEREFORE ENTREAT AND ASK OF HIS MERCY, THAT WE MAY BE FOUND BLAMELESS IN [SEXLESS] LOVE, STANDING APART FROM THE FACTIOUSNESS OF MEN. ALL THE GENERATIONS FROM ADAM UNTO THIS DAY HAVE PASSED AWAY: BUT THEY THAT BY GOD'S GRACE WERE PERFECTED IN [SEXLESS] LOVE DWELL IN THE ABODE OF THE PIOUS; AND THEY SHALL BE MADE MANIFEST IN THE VISITATION OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 1 CLEM. 50:3 FOR IT IS WRITTEN; ENTER INTO THE CLOSET FOR A VERY LITTLE WHILE UNTIL MINE ANGER AND MINE WRATH SHALL PASS AWAY, AND I WILL REMEMBER A GOOD DAY AND WILL RAISE YOU FROM YOUR TOMBS. 1 CLEM. 50:4 BLESSED WERE WE, DEARLY BELOVED, IF WE SHOULD BE DOING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD IN CONCORD OF [SEXLESS] LOVE, TO THE END THAT OUR [NON-SEXUAL] SINS MAY THROUGH [SEXLESS] LOVE BE FORGIVEN US. 1 CLEM. 50:5 FOR IT IS WRITTEN; BLESSED ARE THEY WHOSE INIQUITIES ARE FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE [NON-SEXUAL] SINS ARE COVERED. BLESSED IS THE MAN TO WHOM THE LORD SHALL IMPUTE NO [SEXUAL] SIN, NEITHER IS GUILE IN HIS MOUTH. 1 CLEM. 50:6 THIS DECLARATION OF BLESSEDNESS WAS PRONOUNCED UPON THEM THAT HAVE BEEN ELECTED BY GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, TO WHOM BE THE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
1 CLEM. 51:1 FOR ALL OUR TRANSGRESSIONS WHICH WE HAVE COMMITTED THROUGH ANY OF THE WILES OF THE ADVERSARY, LET US ENTREAT THAT WE MAY OBTAIN FORGIVENESS. YEA AND THEY ALSO, WHO SET THEMSELVES UP AS LEADERS OF FACTION AND DIVISION, OUGHT TO LOOK TO THE COMMON GROUND OF HOPE. 1 CLEM. 51:2 FOR SUCH AS WALK IN FEAR AND [SEXLESS] LOVE, [SEXLESS] DESIRE THAT THEY THEMSELVES SHOULD FALL INTO SUFFERING RATHER THAN THEIR NEIGHBORS; AND THEY PRONOUNCE CONDEMNATION AGAINST THEMSELVES RATHER THAN AGAINST THE HARMONY WHICH HATH BEEN HANDED DOWN TO US NOBLY AND RIGHTEOUSLY. 1 CLEM. 51:3 FOR IT IS GOOD FOR A MAN TO MAKE CONFESSION OF HIS TRESPASSES RATHER THAN TO HARDEN HIS HEART, AS THE HEART OF THOSE WAS HARDENED WHO MADE SEDITION AGAINST MOSES THE SERVANT OF GOD; WHOSE CONDEMNATION WAS CLEARLY MANIFEST, 1 CLEM. 51:4 FOR THEY WENT DOWN TO HADES ALIVE, AND DEATH SHALL BE THEIR SHEPHERD. 1 CLEM. 51:5 PHARAOH AND HIS HOST AND ALL THE RULERS OF EGYPT, THEIR CHARIOTS AND THEIR HORSEMEN, WERE OVERWHELMED IN THE DEPTHS OF THE RED SEA, AND PERISHED FOR NONE OTHER REASON BUT BECAUSE THEIR FOOLISH HEARTS WERE HARDENED AFTER THAT THE SIGNS AND THE WONDERS HAD BEEN WROUGHT IN THE LAND OF EGYPT BY THE HAND OF MOSES THE SERVANT OF GOD.
1 CLEM. 52:1 THE MASTER, BRETHREN, HATH NEED OF NOTHING AT ALL. HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRETH NOT ANYTHING OF ANY MAN, SAVE TO CONFESS UNTO HIM. 1 CLEM. 52:2 FOR THE ELECT DAVID SAITH; I WILL CONFESS UNTO THE LORD, AND IT SHALL PLEASE HIM MORE THAN A YOUNG CALF THAT GROWETH HORNS AND HOOFS. LET THE POOR SEE IT, AND REJOICE. 1 CLEM. 52:3 AND AGAIN HE SAITH; SACRIFICE TO GOD A SACRIFICE OF PRAISE, AND PAY THY VOWS TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]: AND CALL UPON ME IN THE DAY OF THINE AFFLICTION, AND I WILL DELIVER THEE, AND THOU SHALT GLORIFY ME. 1 CLEM. 52:4 FOR A SACRIFICE UNTO GOD IS A BROKEN SPIRIT.
1 CLEM. 53:1 FOR YE KNOW, AND KNOW WELL, THE SACRED [HOLY] SCRIPTURES, DEARLY BELOVED, AND YE HAVE SEARCHED INTO THE ORACLES OF GOD. WE WRITE THESE THINGS THEREFORE TO PUT YOU IN REMEMBRANCE. 1 CLEM. 53:2 WHEN MOSES WENT UP INTO THE MOUNTAIN AND HAD SPENT FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS IN FASTING AND HUMILIATION, GOD SAID UNTO HIM; MOSES, MOSES, COME DOWN, QUICKLY HENCE, FOR MY PEOPLE WHOM THOU LEADEST FORTH FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT HAVE WROUGHT INIQUITY: THEY HAVE TRANSGRESSED QUICKLY OUT OF THE WAY WHICH THOU DIDST COMMAND UNTO THEM: THEY HAVE MADE FOR THEMSELVES MOLTEN IMAGES. 1 CLEM. 53:3 AND THE LORD SAID UNTO HIM; I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO THEE ONCE AND TWICE, SAYING, I HAVE SEEN THIS PEOPLE, AND BEHOLD IT IS STIFF-NECKED. LET ME DESTROY THEM UTTERLY, AND I WILL BLOT OUT THEIR NAME FROM UNDER HEAVEN, AND I WILL MAKE OF THEE A NATION GREAT AND WONDERFUL AND NUMEROUS MORE THAN THIS. 1 CLEM. 53:4 AND MOSES SAID; NAY, NOT SO, LORD FORGIVE THIS PEOPLE THEIR [NON-SEXUAL] SIN, OR BLOT ME ALSO OUT OF THE BOOK OF THE LIVING. 1 CLEM. 53:5 O MIGHTY [SEXLESS] LOVE! O UNSURPASSABLE PERFECTION! THE SERVANT IS BOLD WITH HIS MASTER; HE ASKETH FORGIVENESS FOR THE MULTITUDE, OR HE DEMANDETH THAT HIMSELF ALSO BE BLOTTED OUT WITH THEM.
1 CLEM. 54:1 WHO THEREFORE IS NOBLE AMONG YOU? WHO IS COMPASSIONATE? WHO IS FULFILLED WITH [SEXLESS] LOVE? 1 CLEM. 54:2 LET HIM SAY; IF BY REASON OF ME THERE BE FACTION AND STRIFE AND DIVISIONS, I RETIRE, I DEPART, WHITHER YE WILL, AND I DO THAT WHICH IS ORDERED BY THE PEOPLE: ONLY LET THE FLOCK OF CHRIST BE AT PEACE WITH ITS DULY APPOINTED PRESBYTERS. 1 CLEM. 54:3 HE THAT SHALL HAVE DONE THIS, SHALL WIN FOR HIMSELF GREAT RENOWN IN CHRIST, AND EVERY PLACE WILL RECEIVE HIM: FOR THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S AND THE FULLNESS THEREOF. 1 CLEM. 54:4 THUS HAVE THEY DONE AND WILL DO, THAT LIVE AS CITIZENS OF THAT KINGDOM OF GOD WHICH BRINGETH NO REGRETS.
1 CLEM. 55:1 BUT, TO BRING FORWARD EXAMPLES OF GENTILES ALSO; MANY KINGS AND RULERS, WHEN SOME SEASON OF PESTILENCE PRESSED UPON THEM, BEING TAUGHT BY ORACLES HAVE DELIVERED THEMSELVES OVER TO DEATH, THAT THEY MIGHT RESCUE THEIR FELLOW CITIZENS THROUGH THEIR OWN BLOOD. MANY HAVE RETIRED FROM THEIR OWN CITIES, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE NO MORE SEDITIONS. 1 CLEM. 55:2 WE KNOW THAT MANY AMONG OURSELVES HAVE DELIVERED THEMSELVES TO BONDAGE, THAT THEY MIGHT RANSOM OTHERS. MANY HAVE SOLD THEMSELVES TO SLAVERY, AND RECEIVING THE PRICE PAID FOR THEMSELVES HAVE FED OTHERS. 1 CLEM. 55:3 MANY WOMEN BEING STRENGTHENED THROUGH THE GRACE OF GOD HAVE PERFORMED MANY MANLY [SEXLESS] DEEDS. 1 CLEM. 55:4 THE BLESSED JUDITH, WHEN THE CITY WAS BELEAGUERED, ASKED OF THE ELDERS THAT SHE MIGHT BE SUFFERED TO GO FORTH INTO THE CAMP OF THE ALIENS. 1 CLEM. 55:5 SO SHE EXPOSED HERSELF TO PERIL AND WENT FORTH FOR [SEXLESS] LOVE OF HER COUNTRY AND OF HER PEOPLE WHICH WERE BELEAGUERED [SURROUNDED]; AND THE LORD DELIVERED HOLOPHERNES INTO THE HAND OF A WOMAN. 1 CLEM. 55:6 TO NO LESS PERIL DID ESTHER ALSO, WHO WAS PERFECT IN FAITH, EXPOSE HERSELF, THAT SHE MIGHT DELIVER THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL, WHEN THEY WERE ON THE POINT TO PERISH. FOR THROUGH HER FASTING AND HER HUMILIATION SHE ENTREATED THE ALL-SEEING MASTER, THE GOD OF THE AGES; AND HE, SEEING THE HUMILITY OF HER SOUL, DELIVERED THE PEOPLE FOR WHOSE SAKE SHE ENCOUNTERED THE PERIL.
1 CLEM. 56:1 THEREFORE LET US ALSO MAKE INTERCESSION FOR THEM THAT ARE IN ANY TRANSGRESSION, THAT FORBEARANCE AND HUMILITY MAY BE GIVEN THEM, TO THE END THAT THEY MAY YIELD NOT UNTO US, BUT UNTO THE WILL OF GOD. FOR SO SHALL THE COMPASSIONATE REMEMBRANCE OF THEM WITH GOD AND THE SAINTS BE FRUITFUL UNTO THEM, AND PERFECT. 1 CLEM. 56:2 LET US ACCEPT CHASTISEMENT, WHEREAT NO MAN OUGHT TO BE VEXED, DEARLY BELOVED. THE ADMONITION WHICH WE GIVE ONE TO ANOTHER IS GOOD AND EXCEEDING USEFUL; FOR IT JOINETH US UNTO THE WILL OF GOD. 1 CLEM. 56:3 FOR THUS SAITH THE HOLY WORD; THE LORD HATH INDEED CHASTENED ME, AND HATH NOT DELIVERED ME OVER UNTO DEATH. 1 CLEM. 56:4 FOR WHOM THE LORD [SEXLESSLY] LOVETH HE CHASTENETH, AND SCOURGETH EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVETH. 1 CLEM. 56:5 FOR THE RIGHTEOUS, IT IS SAID, SHALL CHASTEN ME IN MERCY AND SHALL REPROVE ME, BUT LET NOT THE MERCY OF [SEXUAL] SINNERS ANOINT MY HEAD. 1 CLEM. 56:6 AND AGAIN HE SAITH; BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOM THE LORD HATH REPROVED, AND REFUSE NOT THOU THE ADMONITION OF THE ALMIGHTY. FOR HE CAUSETH PAIN, AND HE RESTORETH AGAIN: 1 CLEM. 56:7 HE HATH SMITTEN, AND HIS HANDS HAVE HEALED. 1 CLEM. 56:8 SIX TIMES SHALL HE RESCUE THEE FROM AFFLICTIONS AND AT THE SEVENTH NO EVIL SHALL TOUCH THEE. 1 CLEM. 56:9 IN FAMINE HE SHALL DELIVER THEE FROM DEATH, AND IN WAR HE SHALL RELEASE THEE FROM THE ARM OF THE SWORD. 1 CLEM. 56:10 AND FROM THE SCOURGE OF THE TONGUE HE SHALL HIDE THEE AND THOU SHALT NOT BE AFRAID WHEN EVILS APPROACH. 1 CLEM. 56:11 THOU SHALT LAUGH AT THE UNRIGHTEOUS AND WICKED, AND OF THE WILD BEASTS THOU SHALT NOT BE AFRAID. 1 CLEM. 56:12 FOR WILD BEASTS SHALL BE AT PEACE WITH THEE. 1 CLEM. 56:13 THEN SHALT THOU KNOW THAT THY HOUSE SHALL BE AT PEACE: AND THE ABODE OF THY TABERNACLE SHALL NOT GO WRONG, 1 CLEM. 56:14 AND THOU SHALT KNOW THAT THY SEED IS MANY, AND THY CHILDREN AS THE PLENTEOUS HERBAGE OF THE FIELD. 1 CLEM. 56:15 AND THOU SHALT COME TO THE GRAVE AS RIPE CORN REAPED IN DUE SEASON, OR AS THE HEAP OF THE THRESHING FLOOR GATHERED TOGETHER AT THE RIGHT TIME. 1 CLEM. 56:16 YE SEE, DEARLY BELOVED, HOW GREAT PROTECTION THERE IS FOR THEM THAT ARE CHASTENED BY THE MASTER: FOR BEING A KIND FATHER [STEPHEN] HE CHASTENETH US TO THE END THAT WE MAY OBTAIN MERCY THROUGH HIS HOLY CHASTISEMENT.
1 CLEM. 57:1 YE THEREFORE THAT LAID THE FOUNDATION OF THE SEDITION, SUBMIT YOURSELVES UNTO THE PRESBYTERS AND RECEIVE CHASTISEMENT UNTO REPENTANCE, BENDING THE KNEES OF YOUR HEART. 1 CLEM. 57:2 LEARN TO SUBMIT YOURSELVES, LAYING ASIDE THE [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT AND PROUD [SEXUAL] STUBBORNNESS OF YOUR [BULLSHIT] TONGUE. FOR IT IS BETTER FOR YOU TO BE FOUND LITTLE IN THE FLOCK OF CHRIST AND TO HAVE YOUR NAME ON GOD'S [ACCOUNTABILITY] ROLL [HEBREWS 4:12-13], THAN TO BE HAD IN EXCEEDING HONOR AND YET BE CAST OUT FROM THE HOPE OF HIM. 1 CLEM. 57:3 FOR THUS SAITH THE ALL VIRTUOUS WISDOM; BEHOLD I WILL POUR OUT FOR YOU A SAYING OF MY BREATH, AND I WILL TEACH YOU MY WORD. 1 CLEM. 57:4 BECAUSE I CALLED AND YE OBEYED NOT, AND I HELD OUT WORDS AND YE HEEDED NOT, BUT MADE MY COUNCILS OF NONE EFFECT, AND WERE DISOBEDIENT UNTO MY REPROOFS; THEREFORE, I ALSO WILL LAUGH AT YOUR DESTRUCTION, AND WILL REJOICE OVER YOU WHEN [SEXUAL] RUIN COMETH UPON YOU, AND WHEN CONFUSION OVERTAKETH YOU SUDDENLY, AND YOUR OVERTHROW IS AT HAND LIKE A WHIRLWIND, 1 CLEM. 57:5 OR WHEN YE CALL UPON ME, YET WILL I NOT HERE YOU. EVIL MEN SHALL SEEK ME AND NOT FIND ME: FOR THEY HATED WISDOM, AND CHOSE NOT THE FEAR OF THE LORD, NEITHER WOULD THEY GIVE HEAD UNTO MY COUNCILS, BUT MOCKED AT MY REPROOFS. 1 CLEM. 57:6 THEREFORE THEY SHALL EAT THE FRUITS OF THEIR OWN WAY, AND SHALL BE FILLED WITH THEIR OWN UNGODLINESS. 1 CLEM. 57:7 FOR BECAUSE THEY WRONGED BABES, THEY SHALL BE SLAIN, AND INQUISITION SHALL DESTROY THE UNGODLY. BUT HE THAT HEARETH ME SHALL DWELL SAFELY TRUSTING IN HOPE, AND SHALL BE QUIET FROM ALL FEAR OF ALL EVIL.
1 CLEM. 58:1 LET US THEREFORE BE OBEDIENT UNTO HIS MOST HOLY AND GLORIOUS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THEREBY ESCAPING THE THREATENINGS WHICH WERE SPOKEN OF OLD BY THE MOUTH OF WISDOM AGAINST THEM WHICH DISOBEY, THAT WE MAY DWELL SAFELY, TRUSTING IN THE MOST HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF HIS MAJESTY. 1 CLEM. 58:2 RECEIVE OUR [SEXLESS] COUNSEL, AND YE SHALL HAVE NO OCCASION OF REGRET. FOR AS GOD LIVETH, AND THE LORD JESUS CHRIST LIVETH, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO ARE THE FAITH AND THE HOPE OF THE ELECT, SO SURELY SHALL HE, WHO WITH LOWLINESS OF MIND AND INSTANT IN GENTLENESS HATH WITHOUT REGRETFULNESS PERFORMED THE ORDINANCES AND COMMANDMENTS THAT ARE GIVEN BY GOD, BE ENROLLED AND HAVE A NAME AMONG THE NUMBER OF THEM THAT ARE SAVED THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, THROUGH WHOM IS THE GLORY UNTO HIM FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
1 CLEM. 59:1 BUT IF CERTAIN PERSONS SHOULD BE DISOBEDIENT UNTO THE WORDS SPOKEN BY HIM THROUGH US, LET THEM UNDERSTAND THAT THEY WILL ENTANGLE THEMSELVES IN NO SLIGHT TRANSGRESSION AND DANGER; 1 CLEM. 59:2 BUT WE SHALL BE GUILTLESS OF THIS [SEXUAL] SIN. AND WE WILL ASK, WITH INSTANCY OF PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION, THAT THE [TRUE] CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] MAY GUARD INTACT UNTO THE END THE NUMBER THAT HATH BEEN NUMBERED OF HIS ELECT THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD, THROUGH HIS BELOVED SON JESUS CHRIST, THROUGH WHOM HE CALLED US FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT, FROM IGNORANCE TO THE FULL KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLORY OF HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 1 CLEM. 59:3 [GRANT UNTO US, LORD], THAT WE MAY SET OUR HOPE ON THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WHICH IS THE PRIMAL SOURCE OF ALL CREATION, AND OPEN THE EYES OF OUR HEARTS, THAT WE MAY KNOW THEE, WHO ALONE ABIDEST [MOST] HIGHEST IN THE LOFTY, HOLY IN THE HOLY; WHO LAYEST LOW IN THE [SEXUAL] INSOLENCE OF THE PROUD, WHO SETTEST THE LOWLY ON HIGH, AND BRINGEST THE LOFTY LOW; WHO MAKEST RICH AND MAKEST POOR; WHO KILLEST AND MAKEST ALIVE; WHO ALONE ART THE BENEFACTOR OF SPIRITS AND THE GOD OF ALL FLESH; WHO LOOKEST INTO THE ABYSSES, WHO SCANEST THE WORKS OF MAN; THE SUCCOR OF THEM THAT ARE IN PERIL, THE SAVIOR OF THEM THAT ARE IN DESPAIR; THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND OVERSEER OF EVERY SPIRIT; WHO MULTIPLIEST THE NATIONS UPON EARTH, AND HAST CHOSEN OUT FROM ALL MEN THOSE THAT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEE THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, THY BELOVED SON, THROUGH WHOM THOU DIDST INSTRUCT US, DIDST SANCTIFY US, DIDST HONOR US. 1 CLEM. 59:4 WE BESEECH THEE, LORD AND MASTER, TO BE OUR HELP AND SUCCOR. SAVE THOSE AMONG US WHO ARE IN TRIBULATION; HAVE MERCY ON THE LOWLY; LIFT UP THE FALLEN; SHOW THYSELF UNTO THE NEEDY; HEAL THE UNGODLY; CONVERT THE WANDERERS OF THY PEOPLE; FEED THE HUNGRY; RELEASE OUR PRISONERS; RAISE UP THE WEAK; COMFORT THE FAINTHEARTED. LET ALL THE GENTILES KNOW THAT THOU ART THE GOD ALONE, AND JESUS CHRIST IS THY SON, AND WE ARE THY PEOPLE AND THE SHEEP OF THY PASTURE.
1 CLEM. 60:1 THOU THROUGH THINE OPERATIONS DIDST MAKE MANIFEST THE EVERLASTING FABRIC OF THE WORLD. THOU, LORD, DIDST CREATE THE EARTH. THOU THAT ART FAITHFUL THROUGHOUT ALL GENERATIONS, RIGHTEOUS IN THY JUDGMENTS, MARVELOUS IN STRENGTH AND EXCELLENCE, THOU THAT ART WISE IN CREATING AND PRUDENT IN ESTABLISHING THAT WHICH THOU HAST MADE, THAT ART GOOD IN THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN AND FAITHFUL WITH THEM THAT TRUST ON THEE, PITIFUL AND COMPASSIONATE, FORGIVE US OUR INIQUITIES AND OUR UNRIGHTEOUSNESSES AND OUR TRANSGRESSIONS AND SHORTCOMINGS. 1 CLEM. 60:2 LAY NOT TO OUR ACCOUNT EVERY [SEXUAL] SIN OF THY SERVANTS AND THINE HANDMAIDS, BUT CLEANSE US WITH THE CLEANSING OF THY TRUTH, AND GUIDE OUR STEPS TO WALK IN HOLINESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SINGLENESS OF HEART AND TO DO SUCH THINGS AS ARE GOOD AND WELL PLEASING IN THY SIGHT AND IN THE SIGHT OF OUR RULERS. 1 CLEM. 60:3 YEA, LORD, MAKE THY FACE TO SHINE UPON US IN PEACE FOR OUR GOOD, THAT WE MAY BE SHELTERED BY THY MIGHTY HAND AND DELIVERED FROM EVERY [SEXUAL] SIN BY THINE UPLIFTED ARM. AND DELIVER US FROM THEM THAT HATE US WRONGFULLY. 1 CLEM. 60:4 GIVE CONCORD AND PEACE TO US AND TO ALL THAT DWELL ON THE EARTH, AS THOU GAVEST TO OUR FATHERS, WHEN THEY CALLED ON THEE IN FAITH AND TRUTH WITH HOLINESS, [THAT WE MAY BE SAVED], WHILE WE RENDER OBEDIENCE TO THINE ALMIGHTY AND MOST EXCELLENT NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND TO OUR RULERS AND GOVERNORS UPON THE EARTH.
1 CLEM. 61:1 THOU, LORD AND MASTER, HAST GIVEN THEM THE POWER OF SOVEREIGNTY THROUGH THINE EXCELLENT AND UNSPEAKABLE MIGHT, THAT WE KNOWING THE GLORY AND HONOR WHICH THOU HAST GIVEN THEM MAY SUBMIT OURSELVES UNTO THEM, IN NOTHING RESISTING THY WILL. GRANT UNTO THEM THEREFORE, O LORD, HEALTH PEACE, CONCORD, STABILITY, THAT THEY MAY ADMINISTER THE GOVERNMENT WHICH THOU HAST GIVEN THEM WITHOUT FAILURE. 1 CLEM. 61:2 FOR THOU, O HEAVENLY MASTER, KING OF THE AGES, GIVEST TO THE SONS OF MEN GLORY AND HONOR AND POWER OVER ALL THINGS THAT ARE UPON THE EARTH. DO THOU, LORD, DIRECT THEIR [SEXLESS] COUNSEL ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH IS GOOD AND WELL PLEASING IN THY SIGHT, THAT, ADMINISTERING IN PEACE AND GENTLENESS WITH GODLINESS THE POWER WHICH THOU HAST GIVEN THEM, THEY MAY OBTAIN THY FAVOR. 1 CLEM. 61:3 O THOU, WHO ALONE ART ABLE TO DO THESE THINGS AND THINGS FAR MORE EXCEEDING GOOD THAN THESE FOR US, WE PRAISE THEE THROUGH THE HIGH PRIEST AND GUARDIAN OF OUR SOULS, JESUS CHRIST, THROUGH WHOM BE THE GLORY AND THE MAJESTY UNTO THEE BOTH NOW AND FOR ALL GENERATIONS AND FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
1 CLEM. 62:1 AS TOUCHING THOSE THINGS WHICH BEFIT OUR RELIGION AND ARE MOST USEFUL FOR A VIRTUOUS LIFE TO SUCH AS WOULD GUIDE [THEIR STEPS] IN HOLINESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, WE HAVE WRITTEN FULLY UNTO YOU, BRETHREN. 1 CLEM. 62:2 FOR CONCERNING FAITH AND REPENTANCE AND GENUINE [SEXLESS] LOVE AND TEMPERANCE AND SOBRIETY AND PATIENCE WE HAVE HANDLED EVERY ARGUMENT, PUTTING YOU IN REMEMBRANCE, THAT YE OUGHT TO PLEASE ALMIGHTY GOD IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUTH AND LONG SUFFERING WITH HOLINESS, LAYING ASIDE MALICE AND PURSUING CONCORD IN [SEXLESS] LOVE AND PEACE, BEING INSTANT IN GENTLENESS; EVEN AS OUR FATHERS, OF WHOM WE SPAKE BEFORE, PLEASED HIM, BEING LOWLY MINDED TOWARD THEIR FATHER [STEPHEN] AND GOD AND [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND TOWARDS ALL MEN. 1 CLEM. 62:3 AND WE HAVE PUT YOU IN MIND OF THESE THINGS THE MORE GLADLY, SINCE WE KNEW WELL THAT WE WERE WRITING TO MEN WHO ARE FAITHFUL AND HIGHLY ACCOUNTED AND HAVE DILIGENTLY SEARCHED INTO THE ORACLES OF THE TEACHING OF GOD.
1 CLEM. 63:1 THEREFORE IT IS RIGHT FOR US TO GIVE HEED TO SO GREAT AND SO MANY EXAMPLES AND TO SUBMIT THE NECK AND OCCUPYING THE PLACE OF OBEDIENCE TO TAKE OUR SIDE WITH THEM THAT ARE THE LEADERS OF OUR SOULS, THAT CEASING FROM THIS FOOLISH DISSENSION WE MAY ATTAIN UNTO THE GOAL WHICH LIETH BEFORE US IN TRUTHFULNESS, KEEPING ALOOF FROM EVERY FAULT. 1 CLEM. 63:2 FOR YE WILL GIVE US GREAT JOY AND GLADNESS, IF YE RENDER OBEDIENCE UNTO THE THINGS WRITTEN BY US THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND ROOT OUT THE UNRIGHTEOUS ANGER OF YOUR JEALOUSY, ACCORDING TO THE ENTREATY WHICH WE HAVE MADE FOR PEACE AND CONCORD IN THIS LETTER. 1 CLEM. 63:3 AND WE HAVE ALSO SENT FAITHFUL AND PRUDENT MEN THAT HAVE WALKED AMONG US FROM YOUTH UNTO OLD AGE UNBLAMABLY, WHO SHALL ALSO BE WITNESSES BETWEEN YOU AND US. 1 CLEM. 63:4 AND THIS WE HAVE DONE THAT YE MIGHT KNOW THAT WE HAVE HAD, AND STILL HAVE, EVERY SOLICITUDE THAT YE SHOULD BE SPEEDILY AT PEACE.
1 CLEM. 64:1 FINALLY MAY THE ALL SEEING GOD AND MASTER OF SPIRITS AND LORD OF ALL FLESH, WHO CHOSE THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND US THROUGH HIM FOR A PECULIAR PEOPLE, GRANT UNTO EVERY SOUL THAT IS CALLED AFTER HIS EXCELLENT AND HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], FAITH, FEAR, PEACE, PATIENCE, LONG-SUFFERING, TEMPERANCE, CHASTITY AND SOBERNESS, THAT THEY MAY BE WELL PLEASING UNTO HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THROUGH OUR HIGH PRIEST AND GUARDIAN JESUS CHRIST, THROUGH WHOM UNTO HIM BE GLORY AND MAJESTY, MIGHT AND HONOR, BOTH NOW AND FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
1 CLEM. 65:1 NOW SEND YE BACK SPEEDILY UNTO US OUR MESSENGERS CLAUDIUS EPHEBUS AND VALERIUS BITO, TOGETHER WITH FORTUNATUS ALSO, IN PEACE AND WITH JOY, TO THE END THAT THEY MAY THE MORE QUICKLY REPORT THE PEACE AND CONCORD WHICH IS PRAYED FOR AND EARNESTLY [SEXLESS] DESIRED BY US, THAT WE ALSO MAY THE MORE SPEEDILY REJOICE OVER YOUR GOOD ORDER. 1 CLEM. 65:2 THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST BE WITH YOU AND WITH ALL MEN IN ALL PLACES WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED BY GOD AND THROUGH HIM, THROUGH WHOM BE GLORY AND HONOR, POWER AND GREATNESS AND ETERNAL DOMINION, UNTO HIM, FROM THE AGES PAST AND FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.  
THE 2ND EPISTLE OF CLEMENT TO THE CORINTHIANS
2 CLEM. 1:1 BRETHREN, WE OUGHT SO TO [SEXLESSLY] THINK OF JESUS CHRIST, AS OF GOD, AS OF THE JUDGE OF QUICK AND DEAD. 2 CLEM. 1:2 AND WE OUGHT NOT TO [SEXUALLY] THINK MEAN THINGS OF OUR SALVATION: FOR WHEN WE [SEXUALLY] THINK MEAN THINGS OF HIM, WE EXPECT ALSO TO RECEIVE MEAN THINGS. AND THEY THAT LISTEN AS CONCERNING MEAN THINGS DO WRONG; AND WE OURSELVES DO WRONG, NOT KNOWING WHENCE AND BY WHOM AND UNTO WHAT PLACE WE WERE CALLED, AND HOW MANY THINGS JESUS CHRIST ENDURED TO SUFFER FOR OUR SAKES. 2 CLEM. 1:3 WHAT RECOMPENSE THEN SHALL WE GIVE UNTO HIM? OR WHAT FRUIT WORTHY OF HIS OWN GIFT TO US? AND HOW MANY MERCIES DO WE OWE TO HIM! 2 CLEM. 1:4 FOR HE BESTOWED THE LIGHT UPON US; HE SPAKE TO US, AS A FATHER TO HIS SONS; HE SAVED US, WHEN WE WERE PERISHING. 2 CLEM. 1:5 WHAT PRAISE THEN SHALL WE GIVE TO HIM? OR WHAT PAYMENT OF RECOMPENSE FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH WE RECEIVED? 2 CLEM. 1:6 WE WHO WERE MAIMED IN OUR UNDERSTANDING, AND WORSHIPPED STOCKS AND STONES AND GOLD AND SILVER AND BRONZE, THE WORKS OF MEN; AND OUR WHOLE LIFE WAS NOTHING ELSE BUT DEATH. WHILE THEN WE WERE THUS WRAPPED IN DARKNESS AND OPPRESSED WITH THIS THICK MIST IN OUR VISION, WE RECOVERED OUR SIGHT, PUTTING OFF BY HIS WILL THE CLOUD WHEREIN WE WERE WRAPPED. 2 CLEM. 1:7 FOR HE HAD MERCY ON US, AND IN HIS COMPASSION SAVED US, HAVING BEHELD IN US MUCH [SEXUAL] ERROR AND PERDITION, EVEN WHEN WE HAD NO HOPE OF SALVATION, SAVE THAT WHICH CAME FROM HIM. 2 CLEM. 1:8 FOR HE CALLED US, WHEN WE WERE NOT, AND FROM NOT BEING HE WILLED US TO BE.
2 CLEM. 2:1 REJOICE, THOU BARREN THAT BAREST NOT. BREAK OUT AND CRY, THOU THAT TRAVAILEST NOT; FOR MORE ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE DESOLATE THAN OF HER THAT HATH THE HUSBAND. IN THAT HE SAID REJOICE, THOU BARREN THAT BAREST NOT, HE SPAKE OF US: FOR OUR CHURCH WAS BARREN, BEFORE THAT CHILDREN WERE GIVEN UNTO HER. 2 CLEM. 2:2 AND IN THAT HE SAID, CRY, ALOUD, THOU THAT TRAVAILEST NOT, HE MEANETH THIS; LET US NOT, LIKE WOMEN IN TRAVAIL, GROW WEARY OF OFFERING UP OUR PRAYERS WITH SIMPLICITY TO GOD. 2 CLEM. 2:3 AGAIN, IN THAT HE SAID, FOR THE CHILDREN OF THE DESOLATE ARE MORE THAN OF HER THAT HATH THE HUSBAND, HE SO SPAKE, BECAUSE OUR PEOPLE SEEMED DESOLATE AND FORSAKEN OF GOD, WHEREAS NOW, HAVING BELIEVED, WE HAVE BECOME MORE THAN THOSE WHO SEEMED TO HAVE GOD. 2 CLEM. 2:4 AGAIN ANOTHER [HOLY] SCRIPTURE SAITH, I CAME NOT TO CALL THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT [SEXUAL] SINNERS. 2 CLEM. 2:5 HE MEANETH THIS; THAT IT IS RIGHT TO SAVE THEM THAT ARE PERISHING. 2 CLEM. 2:6 FOR THIS INDEED IS A GREAT AND MARVELOUS WORK, TO ESTABLISH, NOT THOSE THINGS WHICH STAND, BUT THOSE WHICH ARE FALLING. 2 CLEM. 2:7 SO ALSO CHRIST WILLED TO SAVE THE THINGS WHICH WERE PERISHING AND HE SAVED MANY, COMING AND CALLING US WHEN WE WERE EVEN NOW PERISHING.
2 CLEM. 3:1 SEEING THEN THAT HE BESTOWED SO GREAT MERCY ON US; FIRST OF ALL, THAT WE, WHO ARE LIVING, DO NOT SACRIFICE TO THESE DEAD GODS, NEITHER WORSHIP THEM, BUT THROUGH HIM HAVE KNOWN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH. WHAT ELSE IS THIS KNOWLEDGE TO HIMWARD, BUT NOT TO DENY HIM THROUGH WHOM WE HAVE KNOWN HIM? 2 CLEM. 3:2 YEA, HE HIMSELF SAITH, WHOSO CONFESSETH ME, HIM WILL I CONFESS BEFORE THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. 2 CLEM. 3:3 THIS THEN IS OUR REWARD, IF VERILY WE SHALL CONFESS HIM THROUGH WHOM WE WERE SAVED. 2 CLEM. 3:4 BUT WHEREIN DO WE CONFESS HIM? WHEN WE DO THAT WHICH HE SAITH AND ARE NOT DISOBEDIENT UNTO HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND NOT ONLY HONOR HIM WITH OUR LIPS, BUT WITH OUR WHOLE HEART AND WITH OUR WHOLE MIND. 2 CLEM. 3:5 NOW HE SAITH ALSO IN ISAIAH, THIS PEOPLE HONORETH ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR FROM ME.
2 CLEM. 4:1 LET US THEREFORE NOT ONLY CALL HIM LORD, FOR THIS WILL NOT SAVE US: 2 CLEM. 4:2 FOR HE SAITH, NOT EVERY ONE THAT SAITH UNTO ME, LORD, SHALL BE SAVED, BUT HE THAT DOETH RIGHTEOUSNESS.
2 CLEM. 4:3 SO THEN, BRETHREN, LET US CONFESS HIM IN OUR WORKS, BY LOVING ONE ANOTHER, BY NOT COMMITTING ADULTERY NOR SPEAKING EVIL ONE AGAINST ANOTHER NOR ENVYING, BUT BEING TEMPERATE, MERCIFUL, KINDLY. AND WE OUGHT TO HAVE FELLOW-FEELING ONE WITH ANOTHER AND NOT TO BE COVETOUS. BY THESE WORKS LET US CONFESS HIM, AND NOT BY THE CONTRARY. 2 CLEM. 4:4 AND WE OUGHT NOT RATHER TO FEAR MEN BUT GOD. 2 CLEM. 4:5 FOR THIS CAUSE, IF YE DO THESE THINGS, THE LORD SAID, THOUGH YE BE GATHERED TOGETHER WITH ME IN MY BOSOM, AND DO NOT MY COMMANDMENTS, I WILL CAST YOU AWAY AND WILL SAY UNTO YOU, DEPART FROM ME, I KNOW YOU NOT WHENCE YE ARE, YE WORKERS OF INIQUITY.
2 CLEM. 5:1 WHEREFORE, BRETHREN, LET US FORSAKE OUR SOJOURN IN THIS WORLD AND DO THE WILL OF HIM THAT CALLED US, AND LET US NOT BE AFRAID TO DEPART OUT OF THIS WORLD. 2 CLEM. 5:2 FOR THE LORD SAITH, YE SHALL BE AS LAMBS IN THE MIDST OF WOLVES. 2 CLEM. 5:3 BUT PETER ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM, WHAT THEN, IF THE WOLVES SHOULD TEAR THE LAMBS? 2 CLEM. 5:4 JESUS SAID UNTO PETER, LET NOT THE LAMBS FEAR THE WOLVES AFTER THEY ARE DEAD; AND YE ALSO, FEAR YE NOT THEM THAT KILL YOU AND ARE NOT ABLE TO DO ANYTHING TO YOU; BUT FEAR HIM THAT AFTER YE ARE DEAD HATH POWER OVER SOUL AND BODY, TO CAST THEM INTO THE GEHENNA OF FIRE. 2 CLEM. 5:5 AND YE KNOW, BRETHREN, THAT THE SOJOURN OF THIS FLESH IN THIS WORLD IS MEAN AND FOR A SHORT TIME, BUT THE PROMISE OF CHRIST IS GREAT AND MARVELOUS, EVEN THE REST OF THE KINGDOM THAT SHALL BE AND OF LIFE ETERNAL. 2 CLEM. 5:6 WHAT THEN CAN WE DO TO OBTAIN THEM, BUT WALK IN HOLINESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND CONSIDER THESE WORLDLY THINGS AS ALIEN TO US, AND NOT [SEXUALLY] DESIRE THEM? 2 CLEM. 5:7 FOR WHEN WE [SEXUAL] DESIRE TO OBTAIN THESE THINGS WE FALL AWAY FROM THE RIGHTEOUS PATH.
2 CLEM. 6:1 BUT THE LORD SAITH, NO SERVANT CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS. IF WE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO SERVE BOTH GOD AND MAMMON, IT IS UNPROFITABLE FOR US: 2 CLEM. 6:2 FOR WHAT ADVANTAGE IS IT, IF A MAN, GAIN THE WHOLE WORLD AND FORFEIT HIS SOUL? 2 CLEM. 6:3 NOW THIS AGE AND THE FUTURE ARE TWO ENEMIES. 2 CLEM. 6:4 THE ONE SPEAKETH OF ADULTERY AND DEFILEMENT AND AVARICE AND DECEIT, BUT THE OTHER BIDDETH FAREWELL TO THESE. 2 CLEM. 6:5 WE CANNOT THEREFORE BE FRIENDS OF THE TWO, BUT MUST BID FAREWELL TO THE ONE AND HOLD COMPANIONSHIP WITH THE OTHER. 2 CLEM. 6:6 LET US CONSIDER THAT IT IS BETTER TO HATE THE THINGS WHICH ARE HERE, BECAUSE THEY ARE MEAN AND FOR A SHORT TIME AND PERISHABLE, AND TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE THINGS WHICH ARE THERE, FOR THEY ARE GOOD AND IMPERISHABLE. 2 CLEM. 6:7 FOR, IF WE DO THE WILL OF CHRIST, WE SHALL FIND REST; BUT IF OTHERWISE, THEN NOTHING SHALL DELIVER US FROM ETERNAL PUNISHMENT, IF WE SHOULD DISOBEY HIS COMMANDMENTS. 2 CLEM. 6:8 AND THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE ALSO SAITH IN EZEKIEL, THOUGH NOAH AND JOB AND DANIEL SHOULD RISE UP, THEY SHALL NOT DELIVER THEIR CHILDREN IN THE CAPTIVITY. 2 CLEM. 6:9 BUT IF EVEN SUCH RIGHTEOUS MEN AS THESE CANNOT BY THEIR RIGHTEOUS [SEXLESS] DEEDS DELIVER THEIR CHILDREN, WITH WHAT CONFIDENCE SHALL WE, IF WE KEEP NOT OUR BAPTISM PURE AND UNDEFILED, ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD? OR WHO SHALL BE OUR ADVOCATE, UNLESS WE BE FOUND HAVING HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS WORKS?
2 CLEM. 7:1 SO THEN, MY BRETHREN, LET US CONTEND, KNOWING THAT THE CONTEST IS NIGH AT HAND, AND THAT, WHILE MANY, RESORT TO THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIBLE CONTESTS, YET NOT ALL ARE CROWNED, BUT ONLY THEY THAT HAVE TOILED HARD AND CONTENDED BRAVELY. 2 CLEM. 7:2 LET US THEN CONTEND THAT WE ALL MAY BE CROWNED. 2 CLEM. 7:3 WHEREFORE LET US RUN IN THE STRAIGHT COURSE, THE [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE CONTEST. AND LET US RESORT TO IT IN THRONGS AND CONTEND, THAT WE MAY ALSO BE CROWNED. AND IF WE CANNOT ALL BE CROWNED, LET US AT LEAST COME NEAR TO THE CROWN. 2 CLEM. 7:4 WE OUGHT TO KNOW THAT HE WHICH CONTENDETH IN THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIBLE CONTEST, IF HE BE FOUND DEALING [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTLY WITH IT, IS FIRST FLOGGED. AND THEN REMOVED AND DRIVEN OUT OF THE RACE COURSE. 2 CLEM. 7:5 WHAT [SEXLESSLY] THINK YE? WHAT SHALL BE DONE TO HIM THAT HATH DEALT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTLY WITH THE CONTEST OF [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION? 2 CLEM. 7:6 FOR AS CONCERNING THEM THAT HAVE NOT KEPT THE SEAL, HE SAITH, THEIR WORM SHALL NOT DIE, AND THEIR FIRE SHALL NOT BE QUENCHED, AND THEY SHALL BE FOR A SPECTACLE UNTO ALL FLESH.
2 CLEM. 8:1 WHILE WE ARE ON EARTH THEN, LET US REPENT: FOR WE ARE CLAY UNDER THE CRAFTSMAN'S HAND. 2 CLEM. 8:2 FOR IN LIKE MANNER AS THE POTTER, IF HE BE MAKING A VESSEL, AND IT GET TWISTED OR CRUSHED IN HIS HANDS, RESHAPETH IT AGAIN; BUT IF HE HAVE ONCE PUT IT INTO THE FIERY OVEN, HE SHALL NO LONGER MEND IT: SO ALSO LET US, WHILE WE ARE IN THIS WORLD, REPENT WITH OUR WHOLE HEART OF THE EVIL THINGS WHICH WE HAVE DONE IN THE FLESH, THAT WE MAY BE SAVED BY THE LORD, WHILE WE HAVE YET TIME FOR REPENTANCE. 2 CLEM. 8:3 FOR AFTER THAT WE HAVE DEPARTED OUT OF THE WORLD, WE CAN NO MORE MAKE CONFESSION THERE, OR REPENT ANY MORE. 2 CLEM. 8:4 WHEREFORE, BRETHREN, IF WE SHALL HAVE DONE THE WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND KEPT THE FLESH PURE AND GUARDED THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, WE SHALL RECEIVE LIFE ETERNAL. 2 CLEM. 8:5 FOR THE LORD SAITH IN THE GOSPEL, IF YE KEPT NOT THAT WHICH IS LITTLE, WHO SHALL GIVE UNTO YOU THAT WHICH IS GREAT? FOR I SAY UNTO YOU THAT HE WHICH IS FAITHFUL IN THE LEAST, IS ALSO FAITHFUL IN MUCH. 2 CLEM. 8:6 SO THEN HE MEANETH THIS, KEEP THE FLESH PURE AND THE SEAL UNSTAINED, TO THE END THAT WE MAY RECEIVE LIFE. 
2 CLEM. 9:1 AND LET NOT ANY ONE OF YOU SAY THAT THIS FLESH IS NOT JUDGED NEITHER RISETH AGAIN. 2 CLEM. 9:2 UNDERSTAND YE. IN WHAT WERE YE SAVED? IN WHAT DID YE RECOVER YOUR SIGHT? IF YE WERE NOT IN THIS FLESH. 2 CLEM. 9:3 WE OUGHT THEREFORE TO GUARD THE FLESH AS A TEMPLE OF GOD: 2 CLEM. 9:4 FOR IN LIKE MANNER AS YE WERE CALLED IN THE FLESH, YE SHALL COME ALSO IN THE FLESH. 2 CLEM. 9:5 IF CHRIST THE LORD WHO SAVED US, BEING FIRST SPIRIT, THEN BECAME FLESH, AND SO CALLED US, IN LIKE MANNER ALSO SHALL WE IN THIS FLESH RECEIVE OUR REWARD. 2 CLEM. 9:6 LET US THEREFORE [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ONE ANOTHER, THAT WE ALL MAY COME UNTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 2 CLEM. 9:7 WHILE WE HAVE TIME TO BE HEALED, LET US PLACE OURSELVES IN THE HANDS OF GOD THE PHYSICIAN, GIVING HIM A RECOMPENSE. 2 CLEM. 9:8 WHAT RECOMPENSE? REPENTANCE FROM A SINCERE HEART. 2 CLEM. 9:9 FOR HE DISCERNETH ALL THINGS BEFOREHAND AND KNOWETH WHAT IS IN OUR HEART. 2 CLEM. 9:10 LET US THEREFORE GIVE UNTO HIM ETERNAL PRAISE, NOT FROM OUR LIPS ONLY, BUT ALSO FROM OUR HEART, THAT HE MAY RECEIVE US AS SONS. 2 CLEM. 9:11 FOR THE LORD ALSO SAID, THESE ARE MY BRETHREN, WHICH DO THE WILL OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. 
2 CLEM. 10:1 WHEREFORE, MY BRETHREN, LET US DO THE WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHICH CALLED US, THAT WE MAY LIVE; AND LET US THE RATHER PURSUE VIRTUE, BUT FORSAKE [SEXUAL] VICE [TABOOS] AS THE FORERUNNER OF OUR [SEXUAL] SINS, AND LET US FLEE FROM UNGODLINESS, LEST EVILS OVERTAKE US. 2 CLEM. 10:2 FOR IF WE BE DILIGENT IN DOING GOOD, PEACE WILL PURSUE US. 2 CLEM. 10:3 FOR THIS CAUSE IS A MAN UNABLE TO ATTAIN HAPPINESS, SEEING THAT THEY CALL IN THE FEARS OF MEN, PREFERRING RATHER THE ENJOYMENT WHICH IS HERE THAN THE PROMISE WHICH IS TO COME. 2 CLEM. 10:4 FOR THEY KNOW NOT HOW GREAT TORMENT THE ENJOYMENT WHICH IS HERE BRINGETH, AND WHAT DELIGHT THE PROMISE WHICH IS TO COME BRINGETH. 2 CLEM. 10:5 AND IF VERILY THEY WERE DOING THESE THINGS BY THEMSELVES ALONE, IT HAD BEEN TOLERABLE: BUT NOW THEY CONTINUE TEACHING EVIL TO INNOCENT SOULS, NOT KNOWING THAT THEY SHALL HAVE THEIR CONDEMNATION DOUBLED, BOTH THEMSELVES AND THEIR HEARERS.
2 CLEM. 11:1 LET US THEREFORE SERVE GOD IN A PURE HEART, AND WE SHALL BE RIGHTEOUS; BUT IF WE SERVE HIM NOT, BECAUSE WE BELIEVE NOT THE PROMISE OF GOD, WE SHALL BE WRETCHED. 2 CLEM. 11:2 FOR THE WORD OF PROPHECY ALSO SAITH: WRETCHED ARE THE DOUBLE-MINDED, THAT DOUBT IN THEIR HEART AND SAY, THESE THINGS WE HEARD OF OLD IN THE DAYS OF OUR FATHERS ALSO, YET WE HAVE WAITED DAY AFTER DAY AND SEEN NONE OF THEM. 2 CLEM. 11:3 YE FOOLS! COMPARE YOURSELVES UNTO A TREE; TAKE A VINE. FIRST IT SHEDS ITS LEAVES, THEN A SHOOT COMETH, AFTER THIS A SOUR BERRY, THEN A FULL RIPE GRAPE. 2 CLEM. 11:4 SO LIKEWISE MY PEOPLE HAD TUMULTS AND AFFLICTIONS: BUT AFTERWARD THEY SHALL RECEIVE GOOD THINGS. 2 CLEM. 11:5 WHEREFORE, MY BRETHREN, LET US NOT BE DOUBLE-MINDED BUT ENDURE PATIENTLY IN HOPE, THAT WE MAY ALSO OBTAIN OUR REWARD. 2 CLEM. 11:6 FOR FAITHFUL IS HE THAT PROMISED TO PAY TO EACH MAN THE RECOMPENSE OF HIS WORKS. 2 CLEM. 11:7 IF THEREFORE WE SHALT HAVE WROUGHT RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, WE SHALT ENTER INTO HIS KINGDOM AND SHALL RECEIVE THE PROMISES WHICH EAR HATH NOT HEARD NOR EYE SEEN, NOR EYE SEEN, NEITHER HATH IT ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN.
2 CLEM. 12:1 LET US THEREFORE AWAIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD BETIMES IN [SEXLESS] LOVE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, SINCE WE KNOW NOT THE DAY OF GOD'S APPEARING. 2 CLEM. 12:2 FOR THE LORD HIMSELF, BEING ASKED BY A CERTAIN PERSON WHEN HIS KINGDOM WOULD COME, SAID, WHEN THE TWO SHALL BE ONE, AND THE OUTSIDE AS THE INSIDE, AND THE MALE WITH THE FEMALE, NEITHER MALE OR FEMALE. 2 CLEM. 12:3 NOW THE TWO ARE ONE, WHEN WE SPEAK TRUTH AMONG OURSELVES, AND IN TWO BODIES THERE SHALL BE ONE SOUL WITHOUT DISSIMULATION. 2 CLEM. 12:4 AND BY THE OUTSIDE AS THE INSIDE HE MEANETH THIS: BY THE INSIDE HE MEANETH THE SOUL AND BY THE OUTSIDE THE BODY. THEREFORE, IN LIKE MANNER AS THEY BODY APPEARETH, SO ALSO LET THY SOUL BE MANIFEST BY ITS GOOD WORKS. 2 CLEM. 12:5 AND BY THE MALE WITH THE FEMALE, NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE, HE MEANETH THIS; THAT A BROTHER SEEING A SISTER SHOULD HAVE NO [SEXUAL] THOUGHT OF HER AS A FEMALE, AND THAT A SISTER SEEING A BROTHER SHOULD NOT HAVE ANY [SEXUAL] THOUGHT OF HIM AS A MALE. 2 CLEM. 12:6 THESE THINGS IF YE DO, SAITH HE, THE KINGDOM OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] SHALL COME. 
2 CLEM. 13:1 THEREFORE, BRETHREN, LET US REPENT FORTHWITH. LET US BE SOBER UNTO THAT WHICH IS GOOD: FOR WE ARE FULL OF MUCH FOLLY AND WICKEDNESS. LET US WIPE AWAY FROM US OUR FORMER [SEXUAL] SINS, AND LET US NOT BE FOUND TO BE MEN PLEASERS. NEITHER LET US [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO PLEASE ONE ANOTHER ONLY, BUT ALSO THOSE MEN THAT ARE WITHOUT, BY OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BE NOT BLASPHEMED BY REASON OF US. 2 CLEM. 13:2 FOR THE LORD SAITH, EVERY WAY, MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS BLASPHEMED AMONG ALL THE GENTILES; AND AGAIN, WOE UNTO HIM BY REASON OF WHOM MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS BLASPHEMED. WHEREIN IS IT BLASPHEMED? IN THAT YE DO NOT THE THINGS WHICH I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE. 2 CLEM. 13:3 FOR THE GENTILES, WHEN THEY HEAR FROM OUR MOUTHS THE ORACLES OF GOD, MARVEL AT THEM FOR THEIR BEAUTY AND GREATNESS; THEN, WHEN THEY DISCOVER THAT OUR WORKS ARE NOT WORTHY OF THE WORDS WHICH WE SPEAK, FORTHWITH THEY BETAKE THEMSELVES TO BLASPHEMY, SAYING THAT IT IS AN IDLE STORY AND A [SEXUAL] DELUSION. 2 CLEM. 13:4 FOR WHEN THEY HERE FROM US THAT GOD SAITH, IT IS NO THANK UNTO YOU, IF YE [SEXUALLY] LOVE THEM THAT [SEXUALLY] LOVE YOU, BUT THIS IS THANK UNTO YOU, IF YE [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOUR ENEMIES AND THEM THAT HATE YOU; WHEN THEY HEAR THESE THINGS, I SAY, THEY MARVEL AT THEIR EXCEEDING GOODNESS; BUT WHEN THEY SEE THAT WE NOT ONLY DO NOT [SEXUALLY] LOVE US, THEY LAUGH US TO SCORN, AND THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS BLASPHEMED.
2 CLEM. 14:1 WHEREFORE, BRETHREN, IF WE DO THE WILL OF GOD OUR FATHER [STEPHEN], WE SHALL BE OF THE FIRST CHURCH, WHICH IS SPIRITUAL, WHICH WAS CREATED BEFORE THE SUN AND THE MOON; BUT IF WE DO NOT THE WILL OF THE LORD, WE SHALL BE OF THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE THAT SAITH, MY, HOUSE WAS MADE A DEN OF ROBBERS. SO THEREFORE, LET US CHOOSE RATHER TO BE OF THE CHURCH OF LIFE, THAT WE MAY BE SAVED. 2 CLEM. 14:2 AND I DO NOT SUPPOSE YE ARE IGNORANT THAT THE LIVING CHURCH IS THE BODY OF CHRIST: FOR THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE SAITH, GOD MADE MAN, MALE AND FEMALE. THE MALE IS CHRIST AND THE FEMALE, IS THE CHURCH. AND THE BOOKS AND THE APOSTLES PLAINLY DECLARE THAT THE CHURCH EXISTETH NOT NOW FOR THE FIRST TIME, BUT HATH BEEN FROM THE BEGINNING: FOR SHE WAS SPIRITUAL, AS OUR JESUS ALSO WAS SPIRITUAL, BUT WAS MANIFESTED IN THE LAST DAYS THAT HE MIGHT SAVE US. 2 CLEM. 14:3 NOW THE CHURCH, BEING SPIRITUAL WAS MANIFESTED IN THE FLESH OF CHRIST, THEREBY SHOWING US THAT IF ANY OF US GUARD HER IN THE FLESH AND DEFILE HER NOT, HE SHALL RECEIVE HER AGAIN IN THE HOLY SPIRIT: THEREFORE, WHEN HE HATH DEFILED THE COPY, SHALL RECEIVE THE ORIGINAL FOR HIS PORTION. THIS THEREFORE IS WHAT HE MEANETH, BRETHREN; GUARD YE THE FLESH, THAT YE MAY PARTAKE OF THE SPIRIT. 2 CLEM. 14:4 BUT IF WE SAY THAT THE FLESH IS THE CHURCH AND THE SPIRIT IS CHRIST, THEN HE THAT HATH DEALT WANTONLY WITH THE FLESH HATH DEALT WANTONLY WITH THE CHURCH. SUCH AND ONE THEREFORE SHALL NOT PARTAKE OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH IS CHRIST. 2 CLEM. 14:5 SO EXCELLENT IS THE LIFE AND IMMORTALITY WHICH THIS FLESH CAN RECEIVE AS ITS PORTION, IF THE HOLY SPIRIT BE JOINED TO IT. NO MAN CAN DECLARE OR TELL THOSE THINGS WHICH THE LORD HATH PREPARED FOR HIS ELECT.
2 CLEM. 15:1 NOW I DO NOT [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT I HAVE GIVEN ANY MEAN COUNCIL RESPECTING [SEXLESS] CONTINENCE [DIVINE INTERCOURSE], AND WHOSOEVER PERFORMETH IT SHALL NOT REPENT THEREOF, BUT SHALL SAVE BOTH HIMSELF AND ME HIS COUNCILOR. FOR IT IS NO MEAN REWARD TO CONVERT A WONDERING AND PERISHING SOUL, THAT IT MAY BE SAVED. 2 CLEM. 15:2 FOR THIS IS THE RECOMPENSE WHICH WE ARE ABLE TO PAY TO GOD WHO CREATED US, IF HE THAT SPEAKETH AND HEARETH BOTH SPEAK AND HEAR WITH FAITH AND [SEXLESS] LOVE. 2 CLEM. 15:3 LET IS THEREFORE ABIDE IN THE THINGS WHICH WE BELIEVED, IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HOLINESS, THAT WE MAY WITH BOLDNESS AS OF GOD WHO SAITH, WHILE, THOU ART STILL SPEAKING I WILL SAY, BEHOLD, I AM HERE. 2 CLEM. 15:4 FOR THIS WORD IS THE TOKEN OF A GREAT PROMISE: FOR THE LORD SAITH OF HIMSELF THAT HE IS MORE-READY TO GIVE THAN HE THAT ASKETH TO ASK. 2 CLEM. 15:5 SEEING THEN THAT WE ARE PARTAKERS OF SO GREAT KINDNESS, LET US NOT GRUDGE OURSELVES THE OBTAINING OF SO MANY GOOD THINGS. FOR IN PROPORTION AS THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IS GREAT WHICH THESE WORDS BRING TO THEM THAT HAVE PERFORMED THEM, SO ALSO IS THE CONDEMNATION GREAT WHICH THEY BRING TO THEM THAT HAVE BEEN [SEXUALLY] DISOBEDIENT.
2 CLEM. 16:1 THEREFORE, BRETHREN, SINCE WE HAVE FOUND NO SMALL OPPORTUNITY FOR REPENTANCE, SEEING THAT WE HAVE TIME, LET US TURN AGAIN UNTO GOD THAT CALLED US, WHILE WE HAVE STILL ONE THAT RECEIVETH US. 2 CLEM. 16:2 FOR IF WE BID FAREWELL TO THESE ENJOYMENTS AND CONQUER OUR SOUL IN REFUSING TO FULFILL ITS EVIL [SEXUAL] LUSTS, WE SHALL BE PARTAKERS OF THE MERCY OF JESUS. 2 CLEM. 16:3 BUT YE KNOW THAT THE DAY OF JUDGMENT COMETH EVEN NOW AS A BURNING OVEN, AND THE POWERS OF THE HEAVENS SHALL MELT, AND ALL THE EARTH AS LEAD MELTING ON THE FIRE, AND THEN SHALL APPEAR THE SECRET AND OPEN WORKS OF MEN. 2 CLEM. 16:4 ALMSGIVING THEREFORE IS A GOOD THING, EVEN AS REPENTANCE FROM [SEXUAL] SIN FASTING IS BETTER THAN PRAYER, BUT ALMSGIVING BETTER THAN BOTH. AND [SEXLESS] LOVE COVERETH A MULTITUDE OF [SEXUAL] SINS, BUT PRAYER OUT OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE DELIVERETH FROM DEATH. BLESSED IS EVERY MAN THAT IS FOUND FULL OF THESE. FOR ALMSGIVING LIFTETH OFF THE BURDEN OF [SEXUAL] SIN.
2 CLEM. 17:1 LET US THEREFORE REPENT WITH OUR WHOLE HEART, LEST ANY OF US PERISH BY THE WAY. FOR IF WE HAVE RECEIVED COMMANDS, THAT WE SHOULD MAKE THIS OUR BUSINESS, TO TEAR MEN AWAY FROM IDOLS AND TO INSTRUCT THEM, HOW MUCH MORE IS IT WRONG THAT A SOUL WHICH KNOWETH GOD ALREADY SHOULD PERISH! 2 CLEM. 17:2 THEREFORE LET US ASSIST ONE ANOTHER, THAT WE MAY ALSO LEAD THE WEAK UPWARD AS TOUCHING THAT WHICH IS GOOD, TO THE END THAT WE ALL MAY BE SAVED: AND LET US CONVERT AND ADMONISH ONE ANOTHER. 2 CLEM. 17:3 AND LET US NOT [SEXUALLY] THINK TO GIVE HEED AND BELIEVE NOW ONLY, WHILE WE HAVE DEPARTED HOME, LET US REMEMBER THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, AND NOT SUFFER OURSELVES TO BE DRAGGED OFF THE OTHER WAY BY OUR WORLDLY [SEXUAL] LUSTS; BUT COMING HITHER MORE FREQUENTLY, LET US STRIVE TO GO FORWARD IN THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, THAT WE ALL HAVING THE SAME MIND MAY BE GATHERED TOGETHER UNTO LIFE. 2 CLEM. 17:4 FOR THE LORD SAID, I COME TO GATHER TOGETHER ALL THE NATIONS, TRIBES, AND LANGUAGES. HEREIN HE SPEAKETH OF THE DAY OF HIS APPEARING, WHEN HE SHALL COME AND REDEEM US, EACH MAN ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS. 2 CLEM. 17:5 AND THE UNBELIEVERS SHALL SEE HIS GLORY AND HIS MIGHT: AND THEY SHALL BE AMAZED WHEN THEY SEE THE KINGDOM OF THE WORLD GIVEN TO JESUS, SAYING, WOE UNTO US, FOR THOU WAST, AND WE KNEW IT NOT, AND BELIEVED NOT; AND WE OBEYED NOT THE PRESBYTERS WHEN THEY TOLD US OF OUR SALVATION. AND THEIR WORM SHALL NOT DIE, AND THEIR FIRE SHALL NOT BE QUENCHED, AND THEY SHALL BE FOR A SPECTACLE UNTO ALL FLESH. 2 CLEM. 17:6 HE SPEAKETH OF THAT DAY OF JUDGMENT, WHEN MEN SHALL SEE THOSE AMONG US THAT LIVE UNGODLY LIVES AND DEALT FALSELY WITH THE COMMANDMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST. 2 CLEM. 17:7 BUT THE RIGHTEOUS, DONE GOOD AND ENDURED TORMENTS AND HATED [SEXUAL] PLEASURES OF THE SOUL, WHEN THEY SHALL BEHOLD THEM THAT HAVE DONE AMISS AND DENIED JESUS BY THEIR [SEXUAL] WORDS [JUDE 14-15] OR BY THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS [JUDE 14-15], HOW THAT THEY ARE PUNISHED WITH GRIEVOUS TORMENTS IN UNQUENCHABLE FIRE, SHALL GIVE GLORY TO GOD, SAYING, THERE WILL BE HOPE FOR HIM THAT HATH SERVED GOD WITH HIS WHOLE HEART.
2 CLEM. 18:1 THEREFORE LET US ALSO BE FOUND AMONG THOSE THAT GIVE THANKS, AMONG THOSE THAT HAVE SERVED GOD, AND NOT AMONG THE UNGODLY THAT ARE JUDGED. 2 CLEM. 18:2 FOR I MYSELF TOO, BEING AN UTTER [SEXUAL] SINNER AND NOT YET ESCAPED FROM [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION, BUT BEING STILL AMIDST THE ENGINES OF THE DEVIL, DO MY DILIGENCE TO FOLLOW AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT I MAY PREVAIL SO FAR AT LEAST AS TO COME NEAR UNTO IT, WHILE I FEAR THE JUDGMENT TO COME.
2 CLEM. 19:1 THEREFORE, BROTHERS AND SISTERS, AFTER THE GOD OF TRUTH HATH BEEN HEARD, I READ UNTO YOU AN EXHORTATION TO THE END THAT YE MAY GIVE HEED TO THE THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN, FOR THAT YE MAY SAVE BOTH YOURSELVES AND HIM THAT READETH IN THE MIDST OF YOU. FOR I ASK OF YOU AS A REWARD THAT YE REPENT WITH YOUR WHOLE HEART, AND GIVE SALVATION AND LIFE TO YOURSELVES. FOR DOING THIS WE SHALL SET A GOAL FOR ALL THE YOUNG WHO [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO TOIL IN THE STUDY OF PIETY AND OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 2 CLEM. 19:2 AND LET IS NOT BE DISPLEASED AND VEXED, FOOLS THAT WE ARE, WHENSOEVER ANYONE, ADMONISH US AND TURNETH US ASIDE FROM UNRIGHTEOUSNESS UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR SOMETIMES WHILE WE DO EVIL THINGS, WE PERCEIVE IT NOT BY REASON OF THE DOUBLE-MINDEDNESS AND UNBELIEF WHICH IS IN OUR BREASTS, AND WE ARE DARKENED IN OUR UNDERSTANDING BY OUR VAIN [SEXUAL] LUSTS. 2 CLEM. 19:3 LET US THEREFORE PRACTICE RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT WE MAY BE SAVED UNTO THE END. BLESSED ARE THEY THAT OBEY THESE ORDINANCES. THOUGH THEY MAY ENDURE AFFLICTION FOR A SHORT TIME IN THE WORLD, THEY WILL GATHER THE IMMORTAL FRUIT OF THE RESURRECTION. 2 CLEM. 19:4 THEREFORE, LET NOT THE GODLY BE GRIEVED, IF HE BE MISERABLE IN THE TIMES THAT NOW ARE: A BLESSED TIME AWAITETH HIM. HE SHALL LIVE AGAIN IN HEAVEN WITH OUR FATHERS, AND SHALL HAVE REJOICING THROUGHOUT A SORROWLESS ETERNITY.
2 CLEM. 20:1 NEITHER SUFFER YE THIS AGAIN TO TROUBLE YOUR MIND, THAT WE SEE THE UNRIGHTEOUS POSSESSING WEALTH, AND THE SERVANTS OF GOD STRAITENED. 2 CLEM. 20:2 LET US THEN HAVE FAITH, BROTHERS AND SISTERS. WE ARE TRAINED BY THE PRESENT LIFE, THAT WE MAY BE CROWNED WITH THE FUTURE. 2 CLEM. 20:3 NO RIGHTEOUS MAN HATH REAPED FRUIT QUICKLY BUT WAITETH FOR IT. 2 CLEM. 20:4 FOR IF GOD HAD PAID THE RECOMPENSE OF THE RIGHTEOUS SPEEDILY, THEN STRAIGHTWAY WE SHOULD HAVE BEEN TRAINING OURSELVES IN MERCHANDISE, AND NOT IN GODLINESS; FOR WE SHOULD SEEM TO BE RIGHTEOUS, THOUGH WE WERE PURSUING NOT THAT WHICH IS GODLY, BUT WHICH IS GAINFUL. AND FOR THIS CAUSE DIVINE JUDGMENT OVERTAKETH A SPIRIT THAT IS NOT JUST, AND LOADETH IT WITH CHAINS. 2 CLEM. 20:5 TO THE ONLY GOD INVISIBLE, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH, WHO SENT FORTH UNTO US THE SAVIOR AND PRINCE OF IMMORTALITY, THROUGH WHOM ALSO HE MADE MANIFEST UNTO US THE TRUTH AND THE HEAVENLY LIFE, TO HIM BE THE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
THE GENERAL EPISTLE OF BARNABAS
CHAPTER 1-AFTER THE SALUTATION, THE WRITER DECLARES THAT HE WOULD COMMUNICATE TO HIS BRETHREN SOMETHING OF THAT WHICH HE HAD HIMSELF RECEIVED
[bookmark: P3149_524360]ALL HAIL, YE SONS AND DAUGHTERS, IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVED US IN PEACE. SEEING THAT THE DIVINE FRUITS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ABOUND AMONG YOU, I REJOICE EXCEEDINGLY AND ABOVE MEASURE IN YOUR HAPPY AND HONOURED SPIRITS, BECAUSE YE HAVE WITH SUCH EFFECT RECEIVED THE ENGRAFTED SPIRITUAL GIFT. WHEREFORE ALSO I INWARDLY REJOICE THE MORE, HOPING TO BE SAVED, BECAUSE I TRULY PERCEIVE IN YOU THE SPIRIT POURED FORTH FROM THE RICH LORD OF [SEXLESS] LOVE. YOUR GREATLY [SEXLESS] DESIRED APPEARANCE HAS THUS FILLED ME WITH ASTONISHMENT OVER YOU. I AM THEREFORE PURSUADED OF THIS, AND FULLY CONVINCED IN MY OWN MIND, THAT SINCE I BEGAN TO SPEAK AMONG YOU, I UNDERSTAND MANY THINGS, BECAUSE THE LORD HATH ACCOMPANIED ME IN THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. I AM ALSO ON THIS ACCOUNT BOUND BY THE STRICTEST OBLIGATION TO [SEXLESS] LOVE YOU ABOVE MY OWN SOUL, BECAUSE GREAT ARE THE FAITH AND [SEXLESS] LOVE DWELLING IN YOU, WHILE YOU HOPE FOR THE LIFE WHICH HE HAS PROMISED. CONSIDERING THIS, THEREFORE, THAT IF I SHOULD TAKE THE TROUBLE TO COMMUNICATE TO YOU SOME PORTION OF WHAT I HAVE MYSELF RECEIVED, IT WILL PROVE TO ME A SUFFICIENT REWARD THAT I MINISTER TO SUCH SPIRITS, I HAVE HASTENED BRIEFLY TO WRITE UNTO YOU, IN ORDER THAT, ALONG WITH YOUR FAITH, YE MIGHT HAVE PERFECT KNOWLEDGE. THE [SEXLESS] DOCTRINES OF THE LORD, THEN, ARE THREE: THE HOPE OF LIFE, THE BEGINNING AND THE COMPLETION OF IT. FOR THE LORD HATH MADE KNOWN TO US BY THE PROPHETS BOTH THE THINGS WHICH ARE PAST AND PRESENT, GIVING US ALSO THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS TO COME, WHICH THINGS AS WE SEE ACCOMPLISHED, ONE BY ONE, WE OUGHT WITH THE GREATER RICHNESS OF FAITH AND ELEVATION OF SPIRIT TO DRAW NEAR TO HIM WITH REVERENCE. I THEN, NOT AS YOUR TEACHER, BUT AS ONE OF YOURSELVES, WILL SET FORTH A FEW THINGS BY WHICH IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES YE MAY BE RENDERED THE MORE JOYFUL.
CHAPTER 2-THE JEWISH SACRIFICES ARE NOW ABOLISHED
[bookmark: P3160_527238]SINCE, THEREFORE, THE DAYS ARE EVIL, AND SATAN POSSESSES THE POWER OF THIS WORLD, WE OUGHT TO GIVE HEED TO OURSELVES, AND DILIGENTLY INQUIRE INTO THE ORDINANCES OF THE LORD. FEAR AND PATIENCE, THEN, ARE HELPERS OF OUR FAITH; AND LONG-SUFFERING AND CONTINENCE ARE THINGS WHICH FIGHT ON OUR SIDE. WHILE THESE REMAIN PURE IN WHAT RESPECTS THE LORD, WISDOM, UNDERSTANDING, SCIENCE, AND KNOWLEDGE REJOICE ALONG WITH THEM. FOR HE HATH REVEALED TO US BY ALL THE PROPHETS THAT HE NEEDS NEITHER SACRIFICES, NOR BURNT-OFFERINGS, NOR OBLATIONS, SAYING THUS, "WHAT IS THE MULTITUDE OF YOUR SACRIFICES UNTO ME, SAITH THE LORD? I AM FULL OF BURNT-OFFERINGS, AND [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE NOT THE FAT OF LAMBS, AND THE BLOOD OF BULLS AND GOATS, NOT WHEN YE COME TO APPEAR BEFORE ME: FOR WHO HATH REQUIRED THESE THINGS AT YOUR HANDS? TREAD NO MORE MY COURTS, NOT THOUGH YE BRING WITH YOU FINE FLOUR. INCENSE IS A VAIN ABOMINATION UNTO ME, AND YOUR NEW MOONS AND SABBATHS I CANNOT ENDURE." HE HAS THEREFORE ABOLISHED THESE THINGS, THAT THE NEW [SEXLESS] LAW OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHICH IS WITHOUT THE YOKE OF NECESSITY, MIGHT HAVE A HUMAN OBLATION. AND AGAIN, HE SAYS TO THEM, "DID I COMMAND YOUR FATHERS, WHEN THEY WENT OUT FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT, TO OFFER UNTO ME BURNT-OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES? BUT THIS RATHER I COMMANDED THEM, LET, NO ONE OF YOU CHERISH ANY EVIL IN HIS HEART AGAINST HIS NEIGHBOUR, AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE NOT AN OATH OF FALSEHOOD." WE OUGHT THEREFORE, BEING POSSESSED OF UNDERSTANDING, TO PERCEIVE THE GRACIOUS [SEXLESS] INTENTION OF OUR FATHER [STEPHEN], FOR HE SPEAKS TO US, DESIROUS THAT WE, NOT GOING ASTRAY LIKE THEM, SHOULD ASK HOW WE MAY APPROACH HIM. TO US, THEN, HE DECLARES, "A SACRIFICE [PLEASING] TO GOD IS A BROKEN SPIRIT; A SMELL OF SWEET SAVOR TO THE LORD IS A HEART THAT GLORIFIETH HIM THAT MADE IT." WE OUGHT THEREFORE, BRETHREN, CAREFULLY TO INQUIRE CONCERNING OUR SALVATION, LEST THE WICKED ONE, HAVING MADE HIS ENTRANCE BY DECEIT, SHOULD HURL US FORTH FROM OUR [TRUE] LIFE.
CHAPTER 3-THE FASTS OF THE JEWS ARE NOT TRUE FASTS, NOR ACCEPTABLE TO GOD
[bookmark: P3167_529296]HE SAYS THEN TO THEM AGAIN CONCERNING THESE THINGS, "WHY DO YE FAST TO ME AS ON THIS DAY, SAITH THE LORD, THAT YOUR VOICE SHOULD BE HEARD WITH A CRY? I HAVE NOT CHOSEN THIS FAST, SAITH THE LORD, THAT A MAN SHOULD HUMBLE HIS SOUL. NOR, THOUGH YE BEND YOUR NECK LIKE A RING, AND PUT UPON YOU, SACKCLOTH AND ASHES, WILL YE CALL IT AN ACCEPTABLE FAST." TO US HE SAITH, "BEHOLD, THIS IS THE FAST THAT I HAVE CHOSEN, SAITH THE LORD, NOT THAT A MAN SHOULD HUMBLE HIS SOUL, BUT THAT HE SHOULD LOOSE EVERY BAND OF INIQUITY, UNTIE THE FASTENINGS OF HARSH AGREEMENTS, RESTORE TO LIBERTY THEM THAT ARE BRUISED, TEAR IN PIECES EVERY UNJUST ENGAGEMENT, FEED THE HUNGRY WITH THY BREAD, CLOTHE THE NAKED WHEN THOU SEEST HIM, BRING THE HOMELESS INTO THY HOUSE, NOT DESPISE THE HUMBLE IF THOU BEHOLD HIM, AND NOT [TURN AWAY] FROM THE MEMBERS OF THINE OWN FAMILY. THEN SHALL THY DAWN BREAK FORTH, AND THY HEALING SHALL QUICKLY SPRING UP, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL GO FORTH BEFORE THEE, AND THE GLORY OF GOD SHALL ENCOMPASS THEE; AND THEN THOU SHALT CALL, AND GOD SHALL HEAR THEE; WHILST THOU ART YET SPEAKING, HE SHALL SAY, BEHOLD, I AM WITH THEE; IF THOU TAKE AWAY FROM THEE THE CHAIN [BINDING OTHERS], AND THE STRETCHING FORTH OF THE HANDS [TO SWEAT FALSELY], AND WORDS OF MURMURING, AND GIVE CHEERFULLY THY BREAD TO THE HUNGRY, AND SHOW COMPASSION TO THE SOUL THAT HAS BEEN HUMBLED." TO THIS END, THEREFORE, BRETHREN, HE IS LONG-SUFFERING, FORESEEING HOW THE PEOPLE WHOM HE HAS PREPARED SHALL WITH GUILELESSNESS BELIEVE IN HIS BELOVED. FOR HE REVEALED ALL THESE THINGS TO US BEFOREHAND, THAT WE SHOULD NOT RUSH FORWARD AS RASH ACCEPTORS OF THEIR [SEXLESS] LAWS. 
CHAPTER 4-ANTICHRIST IS AT HAND: LET US THEREFORE AVOID JEWISH [SEXUAL] ERRORS
[bookmark: P3183_534841]IT THEREFORE BEHOOVES US, WHO INQUIRE MUCH CONCERNING EVENTS AT HAND, TO SEARCH DILIGENTLY INTO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABLE TO SAVE US. LET US THEN UTTERLY FLEE FROM ALL THE WORKS OF INIQUITY, LEST THESE SHOULD TAKE HOLD OF US; AND LET US HATE THE [SEXUAL] ERROR OF THE PRESENT TIME, THAT WE MAY SET OUR [SEXLESS] LOVE ON THE WORLD TO COME: LET US NOT GIVE LOOSE REINS TO OUR SOUL, THAT IT SHOULD HAVE POWER TO RUN WITH [SEXUAL] SINNERS AND THE WICKED, LEST WE BECOME LIKE THEM. THE FINAL STUMBLING-BLOCK (OR SOURCE OF DANGER) APPROACHES, CONCERNING WHICH IT IS WRITTEN, AS ENOCH SAYS, "FOR FOR THIS END THE LORD HAS CUT SHORT THE TIMES AND THE DAYS, THAT HIS BELOVED MAY HASTEN; AND HE WILL COME TO THE INHERITANCE." AND THE PROPHET ALSO SPEAKS THUS: "TEN KINGDOMS SHALL REIGN UPON THE EARTH, AND A LITTLE KING SHALL RISE UP AFTER THEM, WHO SHALL SUBDUE UNDER ONE THREE OF THE KINGS. IN LIKE MANNER DANIEL SAYS CONCERNING THE SAME, "AND I BEHELD THE FOURTH BEAST, WICKED AND POWERFUL, AND MORE SAVAGE THAN ALL THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH, AND HOW FROM IT SPRANG UP TEN HORNS, AND OUT OF THEM A LITTLE BUDDING HORN, AND HOW IT SUBDUED UNDER ONE THREE OF THE GREAT HORNS." YE OUGHT THEREFORE TO UNDERSTAND. AND THIS ALSO I FURTHER BEG OF YOU, AS BEING ONE OF YOU, AND LOVING YOU BOTH INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY MORE THAN MY OWN SOUL, TO TAKE HEED NOW TO YOURSELVES, AND NOT TO BE LIKE SOME, ADDING LARGELY TO YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS, AND SAYING, "THE COVENANT IS BOTH THEIRS AND OURS." BUT THEY THUS FINALLY LOST IT, AFTER MOSES HAD ALREADY RECEIVED IT. FOR THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE SAITH, "AND MOSES WAS FASTING IN THE MOUNT FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS, AND RECEIVED THE COVENANT FROM THE LORD, TABLES OF STONE WRITTEN WITH THE FINGER OF THE HAND OF THE LORD; " BUT TURNING AWAY TO IDOLS, THEY LOST IT. FOR THE LORD SPEAKS THUS TO MOSES: "MOSES GO DOWN QUICKLY; FOR THE PEOPLE WHOM THOU HAST BROUGHT OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT HAVE TRANSGRESSED." AND MOSES UNDERSTOOD [THE MEANING OF GOD], AND CAST THE TWO TABLES OUT OF HIS HANDS; AND THEIR COVENANT WAS BROKEN, IN ORDER THAT THE COVENANT OF THE BELOVED JESUS MIGHT BE SEALED UPON OUR HEART, IN THE HOPE WHICH FLOWS FROM BELIEVING IN HIM. NOW, BEING DESIROUS TO WRITE MANY THINGS TO YOU, NOT AS YOUR TEACHER, BUT AS BECOMETH ONE WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVES YOU, I HAVE TAKEN CARE NOT TO FAIL TO WRITE TO YOU FROM WHAT I MYSELF POSSESS, WITH A VIEW TO YOUR PURIFICATION. WE TAKE EARNEST HEED IN THESE LAST DAYS; FOR THE WHOLE [PAST] TIME OF YOUR FAITH WILL PROFIT YOU NOTHING, UNLESS NOW IN THIS WICKED TIME WE ALSO WITHSTAND COMING SOURCES OF DANGER, AS BECOMETH THE SONS OF GOD. THAT THE BLACK ONE MAY FIND NO MEANS OF ENTRANCE, LET US FLEE FROM EVERY VANITY, LET US UTTERLY HATE THE WORKS OF THE WAY OF WICKEDNESS. DO NOT, BY RETIRING APART, LIVE A SOLITARY LIFE, AS IF YOU WERE ALREADY [FULLY] JUSTIFIED; BUT COMING TOGETHER IN ONE PLACE, MAKE COMMON INQUIRY CONCERNING WHAT TENDS TO YOUR GENERAL WELFARE. FOR THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE SAITH, "WOE TO THEM WHO ARE WISE TO THEMSELVES, AND PRUDENT IN THEIR OWN SIGHT!" LET US BE SPIRITUALLY-MINDED: LET US BE A PERFECT TEMPLE TO GOD. AS MUCH AS IN US LIES, LET US MEDITATE UPON THE FEAR OF GOD, AND LET US KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, THAT WE MAY REJOICE IN HIS ORDINANCES. THE LORD WILL JUDGE THE WORLD WITHOUT RESPECT OF PERSONS. EACH WILL RECEIVE AS HE HAS DONE: IF HE IS RIGHTEOUS, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS WILL PRECEDE HIM; IF HE IS WICKED, THE REWARD OF WICKEDNESS IS BEFORE HIM. TAKE HEED, LEST RESTING AT OUR EASE, AS THOSE WHO ARE THE CALLED [OF GOD], WE SHOULD FALL ASLEEP IN OUR [SEXUAL] SINS, AND THE WICKED PRINCE, ACQUIRING POWER OVER US, SHOULD THRUST US AWAY FROM THE KINGDOM OF THE LORD. AND ALL THE MORE ATTEND TO THIS, MY BRETHREN, WHEN YE REFLECT AND BEHOLD, THAT AFTER SO GREAT SIGNS AND WONDERS WERE WROUGHT IN ISRAEL, THEY WERE THUS [AT LENGTH] ABANDONED. LET US BEWARE LEST WE BE FOUND [FULFILLING THAT SAYING], AS IT IS WRITTEN, "MANY ARE CALLED, BUT FEW ARE CHOSEN." 
CHAPTER 5-THE NEW COVENANT, FOUNDED ON THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST, TENDS TO OUR SALVATION, BUT TO THE JEWS' [SEXUAL] DESTRUCTION
[bookmark: P3198_538568]FOR TO THIS END THE LORD ENDURED TO DELIVER UP HIS FLESH TO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, THAT WE MIGHT BE SANCTIFIED THROUGH THE REMISSION OF [SEXUAL] SINS, WHICH IS AFFECTED BY HIS BLOOD OF SPRINKLING. FOR IT IS WRITTEN CONCERNING HIM, PARTLY WITH REFERENCE TO ISRAEL, AND PARTLY TO US; AND [THE HOLY SCRIPTURE] SAITH THUS: "HE WAS WOUNDED FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONS, AND BRAISED FOR OUR INIQUITIES: WITH HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED. HE WAS BROUGHT AS A SHEEP TO THE SLAUGHTER, AND AS A LAMB WHICH IS DUMB BEFORE ITS SHEARER." THEREFORE, WE OUGHT TO BE DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO THE LORD, BECAUSE HE HAS BOTH MADE KNOWN TO US THINGS THAT ARE PAST, AND HATH GIVEN US WISDOM CONCERNING THINGS PRESENT, AND HATH NOT LEFT US WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING IN REGARD TO THINGS WHICH ARE TO COME. NOW, THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE SAITH, "NOT UNJUSTLY ARE NETS SPREAD OUT FOR BIRDS." THIS MEANS THAT THE MAN PERISHES JUSTLY, WHO, HAVING A KNOWLEDGE OF THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, RUSHES OFF INTO THE WAY OF DARKNESS. AND FURTHER, MY BRETHREN: IF THE LORD ENDURED TO SUFFER FOR OUR SOUL, HE BEING LORD OF ALL THE WORLD, TO WHOM GOD SAID AT THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, "LET US MAKE MAN AFTER OUR IMAGE, AND AFTER OUR LIKENESS," UNDERSTAND HOW IT WAS THAT HE ENDURED TO SUFFER AT THE HAND OF MEN. THE PROPHETS, HAVING OBTAINED GRACE FROM HIM, PROPHESIED CONCERNING HIM. AND HE (SINCE IT BEHOOVED HIM TO APPEAR IN FLESH), THAT HE MIGHT ABOLISH DEATH, AND REVEAL THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, ENDURED [WHAT AND AS HE DID], IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT FULFILL THE PROMISE MADE UNTO THE FATHERS, AND BY PREPARING A NEW PEOPLE FOR HIMSELF, MIGHT SHOW, WHILE HE DWELT ON EARTH, THAT HE, WHEN HE HAS RAISED MANKIND, WILL ALSO JUDGE THEM. MOREOVER, TEACHING ISRAEL, AND DOING SO GREAT MIRACLES AND SIGNS, HE PREACHED [THE TRUTH] TO HIM, AND GREATLY [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM. BUT WHEN HE CHOSE HIS OWN APOSTLES WHO WHERE TO PREACH HIS GOSPEL, [HE DID SO FROM AMONG THOSE] WHO WERE [SEXUAL] SINNERS ABOVE ALL [SEXUAL] SIN, THAT HE MIGHT SHOW HE CAME "NOT TO CALL THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT [SEXUAL] SINNERS TO REPENTANCE." THEN HE MANIFESTED HIMSELF TO BE THE SON OF GOD. FOR IF HE HAD NOT COME IN THE FLESH, HOW COULD MEN HAVE BEEN SAVED BY BEHOLDING HIM? SINCE LOOKING UPON THE SUN WHICH IS TO CEASE TO EXIST, AND IS THE WORK OF HIS HANDS, THEIR EYES ARE NOT ABLE TO BEAR HIS RAYS. THE SON OF GOD THEREFORE CAME IN THE FLESH WITH THIS VIEW, THAT HE MIGHT BRING TO A HEAD THE SUM OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS WHO HAD PERSECUTED HIS PROPHETS TO THE DEATH. FOR THIS [SEXLESS] PURPOSE, THEN, HE ENDURED. FOR GOD SAITH, "THE STROKE OF HIS FLESH IS FROM THEM; " AND "WHEN I SHALL SMITE THE SHEPHERD, THEN THE SHEEP OF THE FLOCK SHALL BE SCATTERED." HE HIMSELF WILLED THUS TO SUFFER, FOR IT WAS NECESSARY THAT HE SHOULD SUFFER ON THE TREE. FOR SAYS HE WHO PROPHESIES REGARDING HIM, "SPARE MY SOUL FROM THE SWORD, FASTEN MY FLESH WITH NAILS; FOR THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE WICKED HAVE RISEN UP AGAINST ME." AND AGAIN, HE SAYS, "BEHOLD, I HAVE GIVEN MY BACK TO SCOURGES, AND MY CHEEKS TO STROKES, AND I HAVE SET MY COUNTENANCE AS A FIRM ROCK." 
CHAPTER 6-THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST, AND THE NEW COVENANT, WERE ANNOUNCED BY THE PROPHETS
[bookmark: P3235_544910]WHEN, THEREFORE, HE HAS FULFILLED THE COMMANDMENT, WHAT SAITH HE? "WHO IS HE THAT WILL CONTEND WITH ME? LET HIM OPPOSE ME: OR WHO IS HE THAT WILL ENTER INTO JUDGMENT WITH ME? LET HIM DRAW NEAR TO THE SERVANT OF THE LORD." "WOE UNTO YOU, FOR YE SHALL ALL WAX OLD, LIKE A GARMENT, AND THE MOTH SHALL EAT YOU UP." AND AGAIN, THE PROPHET SAYS, "SINCE AS A MIGHTY STONE HE IS LAID FOR CRUSHING, BEHOLD I CAST DOWN FOR THE FOUNDATIONS OF ZION A STONE, PRECIOUS, ELECT, A CORNER-STONE, HONOURABLE." NEXT, WHAT SAYS HE? "AND HE WHO SHALL TRUST IN IT SHALL LIVE FOR EVER." IS OUR HOPE, THEN, UPON A STONE? FAR FROM IT. BUT [THE LANGUAGE IS USED] INASMUCH AS HE LAID HIS FLESH [AS A FOUNDATION] WITH POWER; FOR HE SAYS, "AND HE PLACED ME AS A FIRM ROCK." AND THE PROPHET SAYS AGAIN, "THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THE SAME HAS BECOME THE HEAD OF THE CORNER." AND AGAIN, HE SAYS, "THIS IS THE GREAT AND WONDERFUL DAY WHICH THE LORD HATH MADE. I WRITE THE MORE SIMPLY UNTO YOU, THAT YE MAY UNDERSTAND. I AM THE OFF-SCOURING OF YOUR [SEXLESS] LOVE. WHAT, THEN, AGAIN SAYS THE PROPHET? "THE ASSEMBLY OF THE WICKED SURROUNDED ME; THEY ENCOMPASSED ME AS BEES DO A HONEYCOMB," AND "UPON MY GARMENT THEY CAST LOTS." SINCE, THEREFORE, HE WAS ABOUT TO BE MANIFESTED AND TO SUFFER IN THE FLESH, HIS SUFFERING WAS FORESHOWN. FOR THE PROPHET SPEAKS AGAINST ISRAEL, "WOE TO THEIR SOUL, BECAUSE THEY HAVE [SEXUAL] COUNSELLED AN EVIL [SEXUAL] COUNSEL AGAINST THEMSELVES, SAYING, LET US BIND THE JUST ONE, BECAUSE HE IS DISPLEASING TO US." AND MOSES ALSO SAYS TO THEM, "BEHOLD THESE THINGS, SAITH THE LORD GOD: ENTER INTO THE GOOD LAND WHICH THE LORD SWORE [TO GIVE] TO ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND INHERIT YE IT, A LAND FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY." WHAT, THEN, SAYS KNOWLEDGE? LEARN: "TRUST," SHE SAYS, "IN HIM WHO IS TO BE MANIFESTED TO YOU IN THE FLESH-THAT IS, JESUS." FOR MAN IS EARTH IN A SUFFERING STATE, FOR THE FORMATION OF ADAM WAS FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH. WHAT, THEN, MEANETH THIS: "INTO THE GOOD LAND, A LAND FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY? "BLESSED BE OUR LORD, WHO HAS PLACED IN US WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING OF SECRET THINGS. FOR THE PROPHET SAYS, "WHO SHALL UNDERSTAND THE PARABLE OF THE LORD, EXCEPT HIM WHO IS WISE AND PRUDENT, AND WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVES HIS LORD? " SINCE, THEREFORE, HAVING RENEWED US BY THE REMISSION OF OUR [SEXUAL] SINS, HE HATH MADE US AFTER ANOTHER PATTERN, [IT IS HIS (SEXLESS) PURPOSE] THAT WE SHOULD POSSESS THE SOUL OF CHILDREN, INASMUCH AS HE HAS CREATED US ANEW BY HIS SPIRIT. FOR THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE SAYS CONCERNING US, WHILE HE SPEAKS TO THE SON, "LET US MAKE [SEXLESS] MAN AFTER OUR IMAGE, AND AFTER OUR LIKENESS; AND LET THEM HAVE DOMINION OVER THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH, AND THE FOWLS OF HEAVEN, AND THE FISHES OF THE SEA." AND THE LORD SAID, ON BEHOLDING THE FAIR CREATURE MAN, "INCREASE, AND MULTIPLY, AND REPLENISH THE EARTH." THESE THINGS [WERE SPOKEN] TO THE SON. AGAIN, I WILL SHOW THEE HOW, IN RESPECT TO US, HE HAS ACCOMPLISHED A SECOND FASHIONING IN THESE LAST DAYS. THE LORD SAYS, "BEHOLD, I WILL MAKE THE LAST LIKE THE FIRST." IN REFERENCE TO THIS, THEN, THE PROPHET PROCLAIMED, "ENTER YE INTO THE LAND FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY, AND HAVE DOMINION OVER IT." BEHOLD, THEREFORE, WE HAVE BEEN REFASHIONED, AS AGAIN HE SAYS IN ANOTHER PROPHET, "BEHOLD, SAITH THE LORD, I WILL TAKE AWAY FROM THESE, THAT IS, FROM THOSE WHOM THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD FORESAW, THEIR STONY HEARTS, AND I WILL PUT HEARTS OF FLESH WITHIN THEM," BECAUSE HE WAS TO BE MANIFESTED IN FLESH, AND TO SOJOURN AMONG US. FOR, MY BRETHREN, THE HABITATION OF OUR HEART IS A HOLY TEMPLE TO THE LORD. FOR AGAIN SAITH THE LORD, "AND WHEREWITH SHALL I APPEAR BEFORE THE LORD MY GOD, AND BE GLORIFIED? " HE SAYS, "I WILL CONFESS TO THEE IN THE CHURCH IN THE MIDST OF MY BRETHREN; AND I WILL PRAISE THEE IN THE MIDST OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE SAINTS." WE, THEN, ARE THEY WHOM HE HAS LED INTO THE GOOD LAND. WHAT, THEN, MEAN MILK AND HONEY? THIS, THAT AS THE INFANT IS KEPT ALIVE FIRST BY HONEY, AND THEN BY MILK, SO ALSO, WE BEING QUICKENED AND KEPT ALIVE BY THE FAITH OF THE PROMISE AND BY THE WORD, SHALL LIVE RULING OVER THE EARTH. BUT HE SAID ABOVE, "LET THEM INCREASE, AND RULE OVER THE FISHES." WHO THEN IS ABLE TO GOVERN THE BEASTS, OR THE FISHES, OR THE FOWLS OF HEAVEN? FOR WE OUGHT TO PERCEIVE THAT TO GOVERN IMPLIES AUTHORITY, SO THAT ONE SHOULD COMMAND AND RULE. IF, THEREFORE, THIS DOES NOT EXIST AT PRESENT, YET STILL HE HAS PROMISED IT TO US. WHEN? WHEN WE OURSELVES ALSO HAVE BEEN MADE PERFECT [SO AS] TO BECOME HEIRS OF THE COVENANT OF THE LORD. 
CHAPTER 7-FASTING, AND THE GOAT SENT AWAY, WERE TYPES OF CHRIST
[bookmark: P3252_549439]UNDERSTAND, THEN, YE CHILDREN OF GLADNESS, THAT THE GOOD LORD HAS FORESHOWN ALL THINGS TO US, THAT WE MIGHT KNOW TO WHOM WE OUGHT FOR EVERYTHING TO RENDER THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE. IF THEREFORE THE SON OF GOD, WHO IS LORD [OF ALL THINGS], AND WHO WILL JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD, SUFFERED, THAT HIS STROKE MIGHT GIVE US LIFE, LET US BELIEVE THAT THE SON OF GOD COULD NOT HAVE SUFFERED EXCEPT FOR OUR SAKES. MOREOVER, WHEN FIXED TO THE CROSS, HE HAD GIVEN HIM TO DRINK VINEGAR AND GALL. HEARKEN HOW THE PRIESTS OF THE PEOPLE GAVE PREVIOUS INDICATIONS OF THIS. HIS COMMANDMENT HAVING BEEN WRITTEN, THE LORD ENJOINED, THAT WHOSOEVER DID NOT KEEP THE FAST SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH, BECAUSE HE ALSO HIMSELF WAS TO OFFER IN SACRIFICE FOR OUR [SEXUAL] SINS THE VESSEL OF THE SPIRIT, IN ORDER THAT THE TYPE ESTABLISHED IN ISAAC WHEN HE WAS OFFERED UPON THE ALTAR MIGHT BE FULLY ACCOMPLISHED. WHAT, THEN, SAYS HE IN THE PROPHET? "AND LET THEM EAT OF THE GOAT WHICH IS OFFERED, WITH FASTING, FOR ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS." ATTEND CAREFULLY: "AND LET ALL THE PRIESTS ALONE EAT THE INWARDS, UNWASHED WITH VINEGAR." WHEREFORE? BECAUSE TO ME, WHO AM TO OFFER MY FLESH FOR THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF MY NEW PEOPLE, YE ARE TO GIVE GALL WITH VINEGAR TO DRINK: EAT YE ALONE, WHILE THE PEOPLE FAST AND MOURN IN SACKCLOTH AND ASHES. [THESE THINGS WERE DONE] THAT HE MIGHT SHOW THAT IT WAS NECESSARY FOR HIM TO SUFFER FOR THEM. HOW, THEN, RAN THE COMMANDMENT? GIVE YOUR ATTENTION. TAKE TWO GOATS OF GOODLY ASPECT, AND SIMILAR TO EACH OTHER, AND OFFER THEM. AND LET THE PRIEST TAKE ONE AS A BURNT-OFFERING FOR [SEXUAL] SINS. AND WHAT SHOULD THEY DO WITH THE OTHER? "ACCURSED," SAYS HE, "IS THE ONE." MARK HOW THE TYPE OF JESUS NOW COMES OUT. "AND ALL OF YOU SPIT UPON IT, AND PIERCE IT, AND ENCIRCLE ITS HEAD WITH SCARLET WOOL, AND THUS LET IT BE DRIVEN INTO THE WILDERNESS." AND WHEN ALL THIS HAS BEEN DONE, HE WHO BEARS THE GOAT BRINGS IT INTO THE DESERT, AND TAKES THE WOOL OFF FROM IT, AND PLACES THAT UPON A SHRUB WHICH IS CALLED RACHIA, OF WHICH ALSO WE ARE ACCUSTOMED TO EAT THE FRUITS WHEN WE FIND THEM IN THE FIELD. OF THIS KIND OF SHRUB ALONE THE FRUITS ARE SWEET. WHY THEN, AGAIN, IS THIS? GIVE GOOD HEED. [YOU SEE] "ONE UPON THE ALTAR, AND THE OTHER ACCURSED; "AND WHY [DO YOU BEHOLD] THE ONE THAT IS ACCURSED CROWNED? BECAUSE THEY SHALL SEE HIM THEN IN THAT DAY HAVING A SCARLET ROBE ABOUT HIS BODY DOWN TO HIS FEET; AND THEY SHALL SAY, IS NOT THIS HE WHOM WE ONCE DESPISED, AND PIERCED, AND MOCKED, AND CRUCIFIED? TRULY THIS IS HE WHO THEN DECLARED HIMSELF TO BE THE SON OF GOD. FOR HOW LIKE IS HE TO HIM! WITH A VIEW TO THIS, [HE REQUIRED] THE GOATS TO BE OF GOODLY ASPECT, AND SIMILAR, THAT, WHEN THEY SEE HIM THEN COMING, THEY MAY BE AMAZED BY THE LIKENESS OF THE GOAT. BEHOLD, THEN, THE TYPE OF JESUS WHO WAS TO SUFFER. BUT WHY IS IT THAT THEY PLACE THE WOOL IN THE MIDST OF THORNS? IT IS A TYPE OF JESUS SET BEFORE THE VIEW OF THE CHURCH. [THEY PLACE THE WOOL AMONG THORNS], THAT ANY ONE WHO WISHES TO BEAR IT AWAY MAY FIND IT NECESSARY TO SUFFER MUCH, BECAUSE THE THORN IS FORMIDABLE, AND THUS OBTAIN IT ONLY AS THE RESULT OF SUFFERING. THUS ALSO, SAYS HE, "THOSE WHO WISH TO BEHOLD ME, AND LAY HOLD OF MY KINGDOM, MUST THROUGH TRIBULATION AND SUFFERING OBTAIN ME."
CHAPTER 8-THE RED HEIFER A TYPE OF CHRIST
[bookmark: P3262_551666]NOW WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE THIS TO BE A TYPE OF, THAT A COMMAND WAS GIVEN TO ISRAEL, THAT MEN OF THE GREATEST WICKEDNESS SHOULD OFFER A HEIFER, AND SLAY AND BURN IT, AND, THAT THEN BOYS SHOULD TAKE THE ASHES, AND PUT THESE INTO VESSELS, AND BIND ROUND A STICK PURPLE WOOL ALONG WITH HYSSOP, AND THAT THUS THE BOYS SHOULD SPRINKLE THE PEOPLE, ONE BY ONE, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT BE PURIFIED FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS? CONSIDER HOW HE SPEAKS TO YOU WITH SIMPLICITY. THE CALF IS JESUS: THE [SEXUALLY] SINFUL MEN OFFERING IT ARE THOSE WHO LED HIM TO THE SLAUGHTER. BUT NOW THE MEN ARE NO LONGER GUILTY, ARE NO LONGER REGARDED AS [SEXUAL] SINNERS. AND THE BOYS THAT SPRINKLE ARE THOSE THAT HAVE PROCLAIMED TO US THE REMISSION OF [SEXUAL] SINS AND PURIFICATION OF HEART. TO THESE HE GAVE AUTHORITY TO PREACH THE GOSPEL, BEING TWELVE IN NUMBER, CORRESPONDING TO THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. BUT WHY ARE THERE THREE BOYS THAT SPRINKLE? TO CORRESPOND TO ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, BECAUSE THESE WERE GREAT WITH GOD. AND WHY WAS THE WOOL [PLACED] UPON THE WOOD? BECAUSE BY WOOD JESUS HOLDS HIS KINGDOM, SO THAT [THROUGH THE CROSS] THOSE BELIEVING ON HIM SHALL LIVE FOR EVER. BUT WHY WAS HYSSOP JOINED WITH THE WOOL? BECAUSE IN HIS KINGDOM THE DAYS WILL BE EVIL AND [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED IN WHICH WE SHALL BE SAVED, [AND] BECAUSE HE WHO SUFFERS IN BODY IS CURED THROUGH THE CLEANSING EFFICACY OF HYSSOP. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT THE THINGS WHICH STAND THUS ARE CLEAR TO US, BUT OBSCURE TO THEM BECAUSE THEY DID NOT HEAR THE VOICE OF THE LORD.
CHAPTER 9-THE SPIRITUAL MEANING OF CIRCUMCISION
[bookmark: P3292_556128]HE SPEAKS MOREOVER CONCERNING OUR EARS, HOW HE HATH CIRCUMCISED BOTH THEM AND OUR HEART. THE LORD SAITH IN THE PROPHET, "IN THE HEARING OF THE EAR THEY OBEYED ME." AND AGAIN, HE SAITH, "BY HEARING, THOSE SHALL HEAR WHO ARE AFAR OFF; THEY SHALL KNOW WHAT I HAVE DONE." AND, "BE YE CIRCUMCISED IN YOUR HEARTS, SAITH THE LORD." AND AGAIN, HE SAYS, "HEAR, O ISRAEL, FOR THESE THINGS SAITH THE LORD THY GOD." AND ONCE MORE THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD PROCLAIMS, "WHO IS HE THAT WISHES TO LIVE FOR EVER? BY HEARING LET HIM HEAR THE VOICE OF MY SERVANT." AND AGAIN, HE SAITH, "HEAR, O HEAVEN, AND GIVE EAR, O EARTH, FOR GOD HATH SPOKEN." THESE ARE IN PROOF. AND AGAIN, HE SAITH, "HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD, YE RULERS OF THIS PEOPLE." AND AGAIN, HE SAITH, "HEAR, YE CHILDREN, THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS." THEREFORE, HE HATH CIRCUMCISED OUR EARS, THAT WE MIGHT HEAR HIS WORD AND BELIEVE, FOR THE CIRCUMCISION IN WHICH THEY TRUSTED IS ABOLISHED. FOR HE DECLARED THAT CIRCUMCISION WAS NOT OF THE FLESH, BUT THEY TRANSGRESSED BECAUSE AN EVIL ANGEL DELUDED THEM. HE SAITH TO THEM, "THESE THINGS SAITH THE LORD YOUR GOD" (HERE I FIND A NEW COMMANDMENT)-"SOW NOT AMONG THORNS, BUT CIRCUMCISE YOURSELVES TO THE LORD." AND WHY SPEAKS HE THUS: "CIRCUMCISE THE STUBBORNNESS OF YOUR HEART, AND HARDEN NOT YOUR NECK? " AND AGAIN: "BEHOLD, SAITH THE LORD, ALL THE NATIONS ARE UNCIRCUMCISED IN THE FLESH, BUT THIS PEOPLE ARE UNCIRCUMCISED IN HEART." BUT THOU WILT SAY, "YEA, VERILY THE PEOPLE ARE CIRCUMCISED FOR A SEAL." BUT SO ALSO IS EVERY SYRIAN AND ARAB, AND ALL THE PRIESTS OF IDOLS: ARE THESE THEN ALSO WITHIN THE BOND OF HIS COVENANT? YEA, THE EGYPTIANS ALSO PRACTICE CIRCUMCISION. LEARN THEN, MY CHILDREN, CONCERNING ALL THINGS RICHLY, THAT ABRAHAM, THE FIRST WHO ENJOINED CIRCUMCISION, LOOKING FORWARD IN SPIRIT TO JESUS, PRACTICED THAT RITE, HAVING RECEIVED THE MYSTERIES OF THE THREE LETTERS. FOR [THE HOLY SCRIPTURE] SAITH, "AND ABRAHAM CIRCUMCISED TEN, AND EIGHT, AND THREE HUNDRED MEN OF HIS HOUSEHOLD." WHAT, THEN, WAS THE KNOWLEDGE GIVEN TO HIM IN THIS? LEARN THE EIGHTEEN FIRST, AND THEN THE THREE HUNDRED. THE TEN AND THE EIGHT ARE THUS DENOTED-TEN BY I, AND EIGHT BY H. YOU HAVE [THE INITIALS OF THE, NAME OF] JESUS [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND BECAUSE THE CROSS WAS TO EXPRESS THE GRACE [OF OUR REDEMPTION] BY THE LETTER T, HE SAYS ALSO, "THREE HUNDRED." HE SIGNIFIES, THEREFORE, JESUS BY TWO LETTERS, AND THE CROSS BY ONE. HE KNOWS THIS, WHO HAS PUT WITHIN US THE ENGRAFTED GIFT OF HIS DOCTRINE. NO ONE HAS BEEN ADMITTED BY ME TO A MORE EXCELLENT PIECE OF KNOWLEDGE THAN THIS, BUT I KNOW THAT YE ARE WORTHY.
CHAPTER 10-SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PRECEPTS OF MOSES RESPECTING DIFFERENT KINDS OF FOOD
[bookmark: P3311_561831]NOW, WHEREFORE DID MOSES SAY, "THOU SHALT NOT EAT THE SWINE, NOR THE EAGLE, NOR THE HAWK, NOR THE RAVEN, NOR ANY FISH WHICH IS NOT POSSESSED OF SCALES? " HE EMBRACED THREE DOCTRINES IN HIS MIND [IN DOING SO]. MOREOVER, THE LORD SAITH TO THEM IN DEUTERONOMY, "AND I WILL ESTABLISH MY ORDINANCES AMONG THIS PEOPLE." IS THERE THEN NOT A COMMAND OF GOD THEY SHOULD NOT EAT [THESE THINGS]? THERE IS, BUT MOSES SPOKE WITH A SPIRITUAL REFERENCE. FOR THIS REASON, HE NAMED THE SWINE, AS MUCH AS TO SAY, "THOU SHALT NOT JOIN THYSELF TO MEN WHO RESEMBLE SWINE." FOR WHEN THEY LIVE IN [SEXUAL] PLEASURE, THEY FORGET THEIR LORD; BUT WHEN THEY COME TO WANT, THEY ACKNOWLEDGE THE LORD. AND [IN LIKE MANNER] THE SWINE, WHEN IT HAS EATEN, DOES NOT RECOGNIZE ITS MASTER; BUT WHEN HUNGRY IT CRIES OUT, AND ON RECEIVING FOOD IS QUIET AGAIN. "NEITHER SHALT THOU EAT," SAYS HE "THE EAGLE, NOR THE HAWK, NOR THE KITE, NOR THE RAVEN." "THOU SHALT NOT JOIN THYSELF," HE MEANS, "TO SUCH MEN AS KNOW NOT HOW TO PROCURE FOOD FOR THEMSELVES BY LABOUR AND SWEAT, BUT SEIZE ON THAT OF OTHERS IN THEIR INIQUITY, AND ALTHOUGH WEARING AN ASPECT OF SIMPLICITY, ARE ON THE WATCH TO PLUNDER OTHERS." SO, THESE BIRDS, WHILE THEY SIT IDLE, INQUIRE HOW THEY MAY DEVOUR THE FLESH OF OTHERS, PROVING THEMSELVES PESTS [TO ALL] BY THEIR WICKEDNESS. "AND THOU SHALT NOT EAT," HE SAYS, "THE LAMPREY, OR THE POLYPUS, OR THE CUTTLEFISH." HE MEANS, "THOU SHALT NOT JOIN THYSELF OR BE LIKE TO SUCH MEN AS ARE UNGODLY TO THE END, AND ARE CONDEMNED TO DEATH." IN LIKE MANNER AS THOSE FISHES, ABOVE ACCURSED, FLOAT IN THE DEEP, NOT SWIMMING [ON THE SURFACE] LIKE THE REST, BUT MAKE THEIR ABODE IN THE MUD WHICH LIES AT THE BOTTOM. MOREOVER, "THOU SHALL NOT," HE SAYS, "EAT THE HARE." WHEREFORE? "THOU SHALL NOT BE A [SEXUAL] CORRUPTER OF BOYS, NOR LIKE UNTO SUCH." BECAUSE THE HARE MULTIPLIES, YEAR BY YEAR, THE PLACES OF ITS CONCEPTION; FOR AS MANY YEARS AS IT LIVES SO MANY IT HAS. MOREOVER, "THOU SHALL NOT EAT THE HYENA." HE MEANS, "THOU SHALL NOT BE AN ADULTERER, NOR A [SEXUAL] CORRUPTER, NOR BE LIKE TO THEM THAT ARE SUCH." WHEREFORE? BECAUSE THAT ANIMAL ANNUALLY CHANGES ITS SEX, AND IS AT ONE TIME MALE, AND AT ANOTHER FEMALE. MOREOVER, HE HAS RIGHTLY DETESTED THE WEASEL. FOR HE MEANS, "THOU SHALT NOT BE LIKE TO THOSE WHOM WE HEAR OF AS COMMITTING WICKEDNESS WITH THE MOUTH, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR UNCLEANNESS; NOR SHALL THOU BE JOINED TO THOSE IMPURE WOMEN WHO COMMIT INIQUITY WITH THE MOUTH. FOR THIS ANIMAL CONCEIVES BY THE MOUTH." MOSES THEN ISSUED THREE DOCTRINES CONCERNING MEATS WITH A SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE; BUT THEY RECEIVED THEM ACCORDING TO FLESHLY [SEXUAL] DESIRE, AS IF HE HAD MERELY SPOKEN OF [LITERAL] MEATS. DAVID, HOWEVER, COMPREHENDS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE THREE DOCTRINES, AND SPEAKS IN LIKE MANNER: "BLESSED IS THE MAN WHO HATH NOT WALKED IN THE [SEXUAL] COUNSEL OF THE UNGODLY," EVEN AS THE FISHES [REFERRED TO] GO IN DARKNESS TO THE DEPTHS [OF THE SEA]; "AND HATH NOT STOOD IN THE WAY OF [SEXUAL] SINNERS," EVEN AS THOSE WHO PROFESS TO FEAR THE LORD, BUT GO ASTRAY LIKE SWINE; "AND HATH NOT SAT IN THE SEAT OF SCORNERS," EVEN AS THOSE BIRDS THAT LIE IN WAIT FOR PREY. TAKE A FULL AND FIRM GRASP OF THIS SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE. BUT MOSES SAYS STILL FURTHER, "YE SHALL EAT EVERY ANIMAL THAT IS CLOVEN-FOOTED AND RUMINANT." WHAT DOES HE MEAN? [THE RUMINANT ANIMAL DENOTES HIM] WHO, ON RECEIVING FOOD, RECOGNIZES HIM THAT NOURISHES HIM, AND BEING SATISFIED BY HIM, IS VISIBLY MADE GLAD. WELL SPAKE [MOSES], HAVING RESPECT TO THE COMMANDMENT. WHAT, THEN, DOES HE MEAN? THAT WE OUGHT TO JOIN OURSELVES TO THOSE THAT FEAR THE LORD, THOSE WHO MEDITATE IN THEIR HEART ON THE COMMANDMENT WHICH THEY HAVE RECEIVED, THOSE WHO BOTH UTTER THE JUDGMENTS OF THE LORD AND OBSERVE THEM, THOSE WHO KNOW THAT MEDITATION IS A WORK OF GLADNESS, AND WHO RUMINATE UPON THE WORD OF THE LORD. BUT WHAT MEANS THE CLOVEN-FOOTED? THAT THE RIGHTEOUS MAN ALSO WALKS IN THIS WORLD, YET LOOKS FORWARD TO THE HOLY STATE [TO COME]. BEHOLD HOW WELL MOSES LEGISLATED. BUT HOW WAS IT POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO UNDERSTAND OR COMPREHEND THESE THINGS? WE THEN, RIGHTLY UNDERSTANDING HIS COMMANDMENTS, EXPLAIN THEM AS THE LORD INTENDED. FOR THIS [SEXLESSLY] PURPOSE, HE CIRCUMCISED OUR EARS AND OUR HEARTS, THAT WE MIGHT UNDERSTAND THESE THINGS.
CHAPTER 11-BAPTISM AND THE CROSS PREFIGURED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
[bookmark: P3328_565281]LET US FURTHER INQUIRE WHETHER THE LORD TOOK ANY CARE TO FORESHADOW THE WATER [OF BAPTISM] AND THE CROSS. CONCERNING THE WATER, INDEED, IT IS WRITTEN, IN REFERENCE TO THE ISRAELITES, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT RECEIVE THAT BAPTISM WHICH LEADS TO THE REMISSION OF [SEXUAL] SINS, BUT SHOULD PROCURE ANOTHER FOR THEMSELVES. THE PROPHET THEREFORE DECLARES, "BE ASTONISHED, O HEAVEN, AND LET THE EARTH TREMBLE AT THIS, BECAUSE THIS PEOPLE HATH COMMITTED TWO GREAT EVILS: THEY HAVE FORSAKEN ME, A LIVING FOUNTAIN, AND HAVE HEWN OUT FOR THEMSELVES BROKEN CISTERNS. IS MY HOLY HILL ZION A DESOLATE ROCK? FOR YE SHALL BE AS THE FLEDGLINGS OF A BIRD, WHICH FLY AWAY WHEN THE NEST IS REMOVED." AND AGAIN, SAITH THE PROPHET, "I WILL GO BEFORE THEE AND MAKE LEVEL THE MOUNTAINS, AND WILL BREAK THE BRAZEN GATES, AND BRUISE IN PIECES THE IRON BARS; AND I WILL GIVE THEE THE SECRET, HIDDEN, INVISIBLE TREASURES, THAT THEY MAY KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]." AND "HE SHALL DWELL IN A LOFTY CAVE OF THE STRONG ROCK." FURTHERMORE, WHAT SAITH HE IN REFERENCE TO THE SON? "HIS WATER IS SURE; YE SHALL SEE THE KING IN HIS GLORY, AND YOUR SOUL SHALL MEDITATE ON THE FEAR OF THE LORD." AND AGAIN, HE SAITH IN ANOTHER PROPHET, "THE MAN WHO DOETH THESE THINGS SHALL BE LIKE A TREE PLANTED BY THE COURSES OF WATERS, WHICH SHALL YIELD ITS FRUIT IN DUE SEASON; AND HIS LEAF SHALL NOT FADE, AND ALL THAT HE DOETH SHALL PROSPER. NOT SO ARE THE UNGODLY, NOT SO, BUT EVEN AS CHAFF, WHICH THE WIND SWEEPS AWAY FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH. THEREFORE, THE UNGODLY SHALL NOT STAND IN JUDGMENT [FOR A TIME FRAME ONLY IN THIS LIFE, BUT IN THE END THEY WILL STAND IN JUDGMENT], NOR [SEXUAL] SINNERS IN THE [SEXLESS] COUNSEL OF THE JUST; FOR THE LORD KNOWETH THE WAY OF THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT THE WAY OF THE UNGODLY SHALL PERISH." MARK HOW HE HAS DESCRIBED AT ONCE BOTH THE WATER AND THE CROSS. FOR THESE WORDS IMPLY, BLESSED ARE THEY WHO, PLACING THEIR TRUST IN THE CROSS, HAVE GONE DOWN INTO THE WATER; FOR, SAYS HE, THEY SHALL RECEIVE THEIR REWARD IN DUE TIME: THEN HE DECLARES, I WILL RECOMPENSE THEM. BUT NOW HE SAITH, "THEIR LEAVES SHALL NOT FADE." THIS MEANETH, THAT EVERY WORD WHICH PROCEEDETH OUT OF YOUR MOUTH IN FAITH AND [SEXLESS] LOVE SHALL TEND TO BRING CONVERSION AND HOPE TO MANY. AGAIN, ANOTHER PROPHET SAITH, "AND THE LAND OF JACOB SHALL BE EXTOLLED ABOVE EVERY LAND." THIS MEANETH THE VESSEL OF HIS SPIRIT, WHICH HE SHALL GLORIFY. FURTHER, WHAT SAYS HE? "AND THERE WAS A RIVER FLOWING ON THE RIGHT, AND FROM IT AROSE BEAUTIFUL TREES; AND WHOSOEVER SHALL EAT OF THEM SHALL LIVE FOR EVER." THIS MEANETH, THAT WE INDEED DESCEND INTO THE WATER FULL OF [SEXUAL] SINS AND DEFILEMENT, BUT COME UP, BEARING FRUIT IN OUR HEART, HAVING THE FEAR [OF GOD] AND TRUST IN JESUS IN OUR SPIRIT. "AND WHOSOEVER SHALL EAT OF THESE SHALL LIVE FOR EVER," THIS MEANETH: WHOSOEVER, HE DECLARES, SHALL HEAR THEE SPEAKING, AND BELIEVE, SHALL LIVE FOR EVER.
CHAPTER 12-THE CROSS OF CHRIST FREQUENTLY ANNOUNCED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
[bookmark: P3356_570362]IN LIKE MANNER HE POINTS TO THE CROSS OF CHRIST IN ANOTHER PROPHET, WHO SAITH, "AND WHEN SHALL THESE THINGS BE ACCOMPLISHED? AND THE LORD SAITH, WHEN A TREE SHALL BE BENT DOWN, AND AGAIN ARISE, AND WHEN BLOOD SHALL FLOW OUT OF WOOD." HERE AGAIN YOU HAVE AN INTIMATION CONCERNING THE CROSS, AND HIM WHO SHOULD BE CRUCIFIED. YET AGAIN HE SPEAKS OF THIS IN MOSES, WHEN ISRAEL WAS ATTACKED BY STRANGERS. AND THAT HE MIGHT REMIND THEM, WHEN ASSAILED, THAT IT WAS ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS THEY WERE DELIVERED TO DEATH, THE SPIRIT SPEAKS TO THE HEART OF MOSES, THAT HE SHOULD MAKE A FIGURE OF THE CROSS, AND OF HIM ABOUT TO SUFFER THEREON; FOR UNLESS THEY PUT THEIR TRUST IN HIM, THEY SHALL BE OVERCOME FOR EVER. MOSES THEREFORE PLACED ONE WEAPON ABOVE ANOTHER IN THE MIDST OF THE HILL, AND STANDING UPON IT, SO AS TO BE HIGHER THAN ALL THE PEOPLE, HE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HANDS, AND THUS AGAIN ISRAEL ACQUIRED THE MASTERY. BUT WHEN AGAIN HE LET DOWN HIS HANDS, THEY WERE AGAIN DESTROYED. FOR WHAT REASON? THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THAT THEY COULD NOT BE SAVED UNLESS THEY PUT THEIR TRUST IN HIM. AND IN, ANOTHER PROPHET HE DECLARES, "ALL DAY LONG I HAVE STRETCHED FORTH MY HANDS TO AN UNBELIEVING PEOPLE, AND ONE THAT GAINSAYS MY RIGHTEOUS WAY." AND AGAIN, MOSES MAKES A TYPE OF JESUS, [SIGNIFYING] THAT IT WAS NECESSARY FOR HIM TO SUFFER, [AND ALSO] THAT HE WOULD BE THE AUTHOR OF LIFE [TO OTHERS], WHOM THEY BELIEVED TO HAVE DESTROYED ON THE CROSS WHEN ISRAEL WAS FAILING. FOR SINCE TRANSGRESSION WAS COMMITTED BY EVE THROUGH MEANS OF THE SERPENT, [THE LORD] BROUGHT IT TO PASS THAT EVERY [KIND OF] SERPENTS BIT THEM, AND THEY DIED, THAT HE MIGHT CONVINCE THEM, THAT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR TRANSGRESSION THEY WERE GIVEN OVER TO THE STRAITS OF DEATH. MOREOVER MOSES, WHEN HE COMMANDED, "YE SHALL NOT HAVE ANY GRAVEN OR MOLTEN [IMAGE] FOR YOUR GOD," DID SO THAT HE MIGHT REVEAL A TYPE OF JESUS. MOSES THEN MAKES A BRAZEN SERPENT, AND PLACES IT UPON A BEAM, AND BY PROCLAMATION ASSEMBLES THE PEOPLE. WHEN, THEREFORE, THEY WERE COME TOGETHER, THEY BESOUGHT MOSES THAT HE WOULD OFFER SACRIFICE IN THEIR BEHALF, AND PRAY FOR THEIR RECOVERY. AND MOSES SPAKE UNTO THEM, SAYING, "WHEN ANY ONE OF YOU IS BITTEN, LET HIM COME TO THE SERPENT PLACED ON THE POLE; AND LET HIM HOPE AND BELIEVE, THAT EVEN THOUGH DEAD, IT IS ABLE TO GIVE HIM LIFE, AND IMMEDIATELY HE SHALL BE RESTORED." AND THEY DID SO. THOU HAST IN THIS ALSO [AN INDICATION OF] THE GLORY OF JESUS; FOR IN HIM AND TO HIM ARE ALL THINGS. WHAT, AGAIN, SAYS MOSES TO JESUS (JOSHUA) THE SON OF NAVE, WHEN HE GAVE HIM THIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AS BEING A PROPHET, WITH THIS VIEW ONLY, THAT ALL THE PEOPLE MIGHT HEAR THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WOULD REVEAL ALL THINGS CONCERNING HIS SON JESUS TO THE SON OF NAVE? THIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THEN BEING GIVEN HIM WHEN HE SENT HIM TO SPY OUT THE LAND, HE SAID, "TAKE A BOOK INTO THY HANDS, AND WRITE WHAT THE LORD DECLARES, THAT THE SON OF GOD WILL IN THE LAST DAYS CUT OFF FROM THE ROOTS ALL THE HOUSE OF AMALEK." BEHOLD AGAIN: JESUS WHO WAS MANIFESTED, BOTH BY TYPE AND IN THE FLESH, IS NOT THE SON OF MAN, BUT THE SON OF GOD. SINCE, THEREFORE, THEY WERE TO SAY THAT CHRIST WAS THE SON OF DAVID, FEARING AND UNDERSTANDING THE [SEXUAL] ERROR OF THE WICKED [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23], HE SAITH, "THE LORD SAID UNTO MY LORD, SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE THINE ENEMIES THY FOOTSTOOL." AND AGAIN, THUS SAITH ISAIAH, "THE LORD SAID TO CHRIST, MY LORD, WHOSE RIGHT HAND I HAVE HOLDEN, THAT THE NATIONS SHOULD YIELD OBEDIENCE BEFORE HIM; AND I WILL BREAK IN PIECES THE STRENGTH OF KINGS." BEHOLD HOW DAVID CALLETH HIM LORD AND THE SON OF GOD.
CHAPTER 13-CHRISTIANS, AND NOT JEWS, THE HEIRS OF THE COVENANT
[bookmark: P3370_572873]BUT LET US SEE IF THIS PEOPLE, IS THE HEIR, OR THE FORMER, AND IF THE COVENANT BELONGS TO US OR TO THEM. HEAR YE NOW WHAT THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE SAITH CONCERNING THE PEOPLE. ISAAC PRAYED FOR REBECCA HIS WIFE, BECAUSE SHE WAS BARREN; AND SHE CONCEIVED. FURTHERMORE ALSO, REBECCA WENT FORTH TO INQUIRE OF THE LORD; AND THE LORD SAID TO HER, "TWO NATIONS ARE IN THY WOMB, AND TWO PEOPLES IN THY BELLY; AND THE ONE PEOPLE SHALL SURPASS THE OTHER, AND THE ELDER SHALL SERVE THE YOUNGER." YOU OUGHT TO UNDERSTAND WHO WAS ISAAC, WHO REBECCA, AND CONCERNING WHAT PERSONS HE DECLARED THAT THIS PEOPLE SHOULD BE GREATER THAN THAT. AND IN ANOTHER PROPHECY JACOB SPEAKS MORE CLEARLY TO HIS SON JOSEPH, SAYING, "BEHOLD, THE LORD HATH NOT DEPRIVED ME OF THY PRESENCE; BRING THY SONS TO ME, THAT I MAY BLESS THEM." AND HE BROUGHT MANASSEH AND EPHRAIM, DESIRING THAT MANASSEH SHOULD BE BLESSED, BECAUSE HE WAS THE ELDER. WITH THIS VIEW JOSEPH LED HIM TO THE RIGHT HAND OF HIS FATHER JACOB. BUT JACOB SAW IN SPIRIT THE TYPE OF THE PEOPLE TO ARISE AFTERWARDS. AND WHAT SAYS [THE HOLY SCRIPTURE]? AND JACOB CHANGED THE DIRECTION OF HIS BANDS, AND LAID HIS FIGHT HAND UPON THE HEAD OF EPHRAIM, THE SECOND AND YOUNGER, AND BLESSED HIM. AND JOSEPH SAID TO JACOB, "TRANSFER THY RIGHT HAND TO THE HEAD OF MANASSEH, FOR HE IS MY FIRST-BORN SON." AND JACOB SAID, "I KNOW IT, MY SON, I KNOW IT; BUT THE ELDER SHALL SERVE THE YOUNGER: YET HE ALSO SHALL BE BLESSED." YE SEE ON WHOM HE LAID [HIS HANDS], THAT THIS PEOPLE SHOULD BE FIRST, AND HEIR OF THE COVENANT. IF THEN, STILL FURTHER, THE SAME THING WAS INTIMATED THROUGH ABRAHAM, WE REACH THE PERFECTION OF OUR KNOWLEDGE. WHAT, THEN, SAYS HE TO ABRAHAM? "BECAUSE THOU HAST BELIEVED, IT IS IMPUTED TO THEE FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS: BEHOLD, I HAVE MADE THEE THE FATHER OF THOSE NATIONS WHO BELIEVE IN THE LORD WHILE IN [A STATE OF] UNCIRCUMCISION." 
CHAPTER 14-THE LORD HATH GIVEN US THE TESTAMENT WHICH MOSES RECEIVED AND BROKE
[bookmark: P3386_576291]YES [IT IS EVEN SO]; BUT LET US INQUIRE IF THE LORD HAS REALLY GIVEN THAT TESTAMENT WHICH HE SWORE TO THE FATHERS THAT HE WOULD GIVE TO THE PEOPLE. HE DID GIVE IT; BUT THEY WERE NOT WORTHY TO RECEIVE IT, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. FOR THE PROPHET DECLARES, "AND MOSES WAS FASTING FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS ON MOUNT SINAI, THAT HE MIGHT RECEIVE THE TESTAMENT OF THE LORD FOR THE PEOPLE." AND HE RECEIVED FROM THE LORD TWO TABLES, WRITTEN IN THE SPIRIT BY THE FINGER OF THE HAND OF THE LORD. AND MOSES HAVING RECEIVED THEM, CARRIED THEM DOWN TO GIVE TO THE PEOPLE. AND THE LORD SAID TO MOSES, "MOSES, MOSES, GO DOWN QUICKLY; FOR THY PEOPLE HATH [SEXUALLY] SINNED, WHOM THOU DIDST BRING OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT." AND MOSES UNDERSTOOD THAT THEY HAD AGAIN MADE MOLTEN IMAGES; AND HE THREW THE TABLES OUT OF HIS HANDS, AND THE TABLES OF THE TESTAMENT OF THE LORD WERE BROKEN. MOSES THEN RECEIVED IT, BUT THEY PROVED THEMSELVES UNWORTHY. LEARN NOW HOW WE HAVE RECEIVED IT. MOSES, AS A SERVANT, RECEIVED IT; BUT THE LORD HIMSELF, HAVING SUFFERED IN OUR BEHALF, HATH GIVEN IT TO US, THAT WE SHOULD BE THE PEOPLE OF INHERITANCE. BUT HE WAS MANIFESTED, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT BE PERFECTED IN THEIR INIQUITIES, AND THAT WE, BEING CONSTITUTED HEIRS THROUGH HIM, MIGHT RECEIVE THE TESTAMENT OF THE LORD JESUS, WHO WAS PREPARED FOR THIS END, THAT BY HIS PERSONAL MANIFESTATION, REDEEMING OUR HEARTS (WHICH WERE ALREADY WASTED BY DEATH, AND GIVEN OVER TO THE [SEXUAL] INIQUITY OF [SEXUAL] ERROR) FROM DARKNESS, HE MIGHT BY HIS WORD ENTER INTO A COVENANT WITH US. FOR IT IS WRITTEN HOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN], ABOUT TO REDEEM US FROM DARKNESS, COMMANDED HIM TO PREPARE A HOLY PEOPLE FOR HIMSELF. THE PROPHET THEREFORE DECLARES, "I, THE LORD THY GOD, HAVE CALLED THEE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND WILL HOLD THY HAND, AND WILL STRENGTHEN THEE; AND I HAVE GIVEN THEE FOR A COVENANT TO THE PEOPLE, FOR A LIGHT TO THE NATIONS, TO OPEN THE EYES OF THE BLIND, AND TO BRING FORTH FROM FETTERS THEM THAT ARE BOUND, AND THOSE THAT SIT IN DARKNESS OUT OF THE PRISON-HOUSE." YE PERCEIVE, THEN, WHENCE WE HAVE BEEN REDEEMED. AND AGAIN, THE PROPHET SAYS, "BEHOLD, I HAVE APPOINTED THEE AS A LIGHT TO THE NATIONS, THAT THOU MIGHTEST BE FOR SALVATION EVEN TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, SAITH THE LORD GOD THAT REDEEMETH THEE." AND AGAIN, THE PROPHET SAITH, "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME; BECAUSE HE HATH ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE HUMBLE: HE HATH SENT ME TO HEAL THE BROKEN-HEARTED, TO PROCLAIM DELIVERANCE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND; TO ANNOUNCE THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, AND THE DAY OF RECOMPENSE; TO COMFORT ALL THAT MOURN."
CHAPTER 15-THE FALSE AND THE TRUE SABBATH
[bookmark: P3407_580040]FURTHER, ALSO, IT IS WRITTEN CONCERNING THE SABBATH IN THE DECALOGUE WHICH [THE LORD] SPOKE, FACE TO FACE, TO MOSES ON MOUNT SINAI, "AND SANCTIFY YE THE SABBATH OF THE LORD WITH CLEAN HANDS AND A PURE HEART." AND HE SAYS IN ANOTHER PLACE, "IF MY SONS KEEP THE SABBATH, THEN WILL I CAUSE MY MERCY TO REST UPON THEM." THE SABBATH IS MENTIONED AT THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION [THUS]: "AND GOD MADE IN SIX DAYS THE WORKS OF HIS HANDS, AND MADE AN END ON THE SEVENTH DAY, AND RESTED ON IT, AND SANCTIFIED IT." ATTEND, MY CHILDREN, TO THE MEANING OF THIS EXPRESSION, "HE FINISHED IN SIX DAYS." THIS IMPLIETH THAT THE LORD WILL FINISH ALL THINGS IN SIX THOUSAND YEARS, FOR A DAY IS WITH HIM A THOUSAND YEARS. AND HE HIMSELF TESTIFIETH, SAYING, "BEHOLD, TO-DAY WILL BE AS A THOUSAND YEARS." THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, IN SIX DAYS, THAT IS, IN SIX THOUSAND YEARS, ALL THINGS WILL BE FINISHED. "AND HE RESTED ON THE SEVENTH DAY." THIS MEANETH: WHEN HIS SON, COMING [AGAIN], SHALL DESTROY THE TIME OF THE WICKED MAN, AND JUDGE THE UNGODLY, AND CHANGE THE-SUN, AND THE MOON, AND THE STARS, THEN SHALL HE TRULY REST ON THE SEVENTH DAY. MOREOVER, HE SAYS, "THOU SHALT SANCTIFY IT WITH PURE HANDS AND A PURE HEART." IF, THEREFORE, ANY ONE CAN NOW SANCTIFY THE DAY WHICH GOD HATH SANCTIFIED, EXCEPT HE IS PURE IN HEART IN ALL THINGS, WE ARE DECEIVED. BEHOLD, THEREFORE: CERTAINLY, THEN ONE PROPERLY RESTING SANCTIFIES IT, WHEN WE OURSELVES, HAVING RECEIVED THE PROMISE, WICKEDNESS NO LONGER EXISTING, AND ALL THINGS HAVING BEEN MADE NEW BY THE LORD, SHALL BE ABLE TO WORK RIGHTEOUSNESS. THEN WE SHALL BE ABLE TO SANCTIFY IT, HAVING BEEN FIRST SANCTIFIED OURSELVES. FURTHER, HE SAYS TO THEM, "YOUR NEW MOONS AND YOUR SABBATH I CANNOT ENDURE." YE PERCEIVE HOW HE SPEAKS: YOUR PRESENT SABBATHS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE TO ME, BUT THAT IS WHICH I HAVE MADE, [NAMELY THIS], WHEN, GIVING REST TO ALL THINGS, I SHALL MAKE A BEGINNING OF THE EIGHTH DAY, THAT IS, A BEGINNING OF ANOTHER WORLD. WHEREFORE, ALSO, WE KEEP THE EIGHTH DAY WITH JOYFULNESS, THE DAY ALSO ON WHICH JESUS ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD. AND WHEN HE HAD MANIFESTED HIMSELF, HE ASCENDED INTO THE HEAVENS.
CHAPTER 16-THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE OF GOD
[bookmark: P3421_583332]MOREOVER, I WILL ALSO TELL YOU CONCERNING THE TEMPLE, HOW THE WRETCHED [JEWS], WANDERING IN [SEXUAL] ERROR, TRUSTED NOT IN GOD HIMSELF, BUT IN THE TEMPLE, AS BEING THE HOUSE OF GOD. FOR ALMOST AFTER THE MANNER OF THE GENTILES THEY WORSHIPPED HIM IN THE TEMPLE. BUT LEARN HOW THE LORD SPEAKS, WHEN ABOLISHING IT: "WHO HATH METED OUT HEAVEN WITH A SPAN, AND THE EARTH WITH HIS PALM? HAVE NOT I? " "THUS, SAITH THE LORD, HEAVEN IS MY THRONE, AND THE EARTH MY FOOTSTOOL: WHAT KIND OF HOUSE WILL YE BUILD TO ME, OR WHAT IS THE PLACE OF MY REST? " YE PERCEIVE THAT THEIR HOPE IS VAIN. MOREOVER, HE AGAIN SAYS, "BEHOLD, THEY WHO HAVE CAST DOWN THIS TEMPLE, EVEN THEY SHALL BUILD IT UP AGAIN." IT HAS SO HAPPENED. FOR THROUGH THEIR GOING TO WAR, IT WAS DESTROYED BY THEIR ENEMIES; AND NOW: THEY, AS THE SERVANTS OF THEIR ENEMIES, SHALL REBUILD IT. AGAIN, IT WAS REVEALED THAT THE CITY AND THE TEMPLE AND THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL WERE TO BE GIVEN UP. FOR THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE SAITH, "AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THE LAST DAYS, THAT THE LORD WILL DELIVER UP THE SHEEP OF HIS PASTURE, AND THEIR SHEEP-FOLD AND TOWER, TO DESTRUCTION." AND IT SO HAPPENED AS THE LORD HAD SPOKEN. LET US INQUIRE, THEN, IF THERE STILL IS A TEMPLE OF GOD. THERE IS-WHERE HE HIMSELF DECLARED HE WOULD MAKE AND FINISH IT. FOR IT IS WRITTEN, "AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, WHEN THE WEEK IS COMPLETED, THE TEMPLE OF GOD SHALL BE BUILT IN GLORY IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]." I FIND, THEREFORE, THAT A TEMPLE DOES EXIST. LEARN, THEN, HOW IT SHALL BE BUILT IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. BEFORE WE BELIEVED IN GOD, THE HABITATION OF OUR HEART WAS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT AND WEAK, AS BEING INDEED LIKE A TEMPLE MADE WITH HANDS. FOR IT WAS FULL OF IDOLATRY, AND WAS A HABITATION OF DEMONS, THROUGH OUR DOING SUCH THINGS AS WERE OPPOSED TO [THE WILL OF] GOD. BUT IT SHALL BE BUILT, OBSERVE YE, IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], IN ORDER THAT THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD MAY BE BUILT IN GLORY. HOW? LEARN [AS FOLLOWS]. HAVING RECEIVED THE FORGIVENESS OF [NON-SEXUAL] SINS, AND PLACED OUR TRUST IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WE HAVE BECOME NEW CREATURES, FORMED AGAIN FROM THE BEGINNING. WHEREFORE IN OUR HABITATION GOD TRULY DWELLS IN US. HOW? HIS WORD OF FAITH; HIS CALLING OF PROMISE; THE WISDOM OF THE STATUTES; THE COMMANDS OF THE DOCTRINE; HE HIMSELF PROPHESYING IN US; HE HIMSELF DWELLING IN US; OPENING TO US WHO WERE ENSLAVED BY DEATH THE DOORS OF THE TEMPLE, THAT IS, THE MOUTH; AND BY GIVING US REPENTANCE INTRODUCED US INTO THE [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE TEMPLE. HE THEN, WHO WISHES TO BE SAVED, LOOKS NOT TO MAN, BUT TO HIM WHO DWELLETH IN HIM, AND SPEAKETH IN HIM, AMAZED AT NEVER HAVING EITHER HEARD HIM UTTER SUCH WORDS WITH HIS MOUTH, NOR HIMSELF HAVING EVER [SEXUALLY] DESIRED TO HEAR THEM. THIS IS THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE BUILT FOR THE LORD.
CHAPTER 17-CONCLUSION OF THE FIRST PART OF THE EPISTLE
[bookmark: P3426_584215]AS FAR AS WAS POSSIBLE, AND COULD BE DONE WITH PERSPICUITY, I CHERISH THE HOPE THAT, ACCORDING TO MY [SEXLESS] DESIRE, I HAVE OMITTED NONE OF THOSE THINGS AT PRESENT [DEMANDING CONSIDERATION], WHICH BEAR UPON YOUR SALVATION. FOR IF I SHOULD WRITE TO YOU ABOUT THINGS FUTURE, YE WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND, BECAUSE SUCH KNOWLEDGE, IS HID IN PARABLES. THESE THINGS THEN ARE SO.
CHAPTER 18-SECOND PART OF THE EPISTLE, THE TWO WAYS
[bookmark: P3431_584777]BUT LET US NOW PASS TO ANOTHER SORT OF KNOWLEDGE AND DOCTRINE. THERE ARE TWO WAYS OF DOCTRINE AND AUTHORITY, THE ONE OF LIGHT, AND THE OTHER OF DARKNESS. BUT THERE IS A GREAT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THESE TWO WAYS. FOR OVER ONE, ARE STATIONED THE LIGHT-BRINGING ANGELS OF GOD, BUT OVER THE OTHER THE ANGELS OF SATAN. AND HE INDEED (GOD) IS LORD FOR EVER AND EVER, BUT HE (SATAN) IS PRINCE OF THE TIME OF INIQUITY.
CHAPTER 19-THE WAY OF LIGHT
[bookmark: P3460_590395]THE WAY OF LIGHT, THEN, IS AS FOLLOWS. IF ANY ONE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRES TO TRAVEL TO THE APPOINTED PLACE, HE MUST BE ZEALOUS IN HIS WORKS. THE KNOWLEDGE, THEREFORE, WHICH IS GIVEN TO US FOR THE [SEXLESS] PURPOSE OF WALKING IN THIS WAY, IS THE FOLLOWING. THOU SHALT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM THAT CREATED THEE: THOU SHALT GLORIFY HIM THAT REDEEMED THEE FROM DEATH. THOU SHALT BE SIMPLE IN HEART, AND RICH IN SPIRIT. THOU SHALT NOT JOIN THYSELF TO THOSE WHO WALK IN THE WAY OF DEATH. THOU SHALT HATE DOING WHAT IS UNPLEASING TO GOD: THOU SHALT HATE ALL HYPOCRISY. THOU SHALT NOT FORSAKE THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD. THOU SHALT NOT EXALT THYSELF, BUT SHALT BE OF A LOWLY MIND. THOU SHALT NOT TAKE GLORY TO THYSELF. THOU SHALT NOT TAKE EVIL [SEXUAL] COUNSEL AGAINST THY NEIGHBOUR. THOU SHALT NOT ALLOW OVER-BOLDNESS TO ENTER INTO THY SOUL. THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT FORNICATION: THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY: THOU SHALT NOT BE A [SEXUAL] CORRUPTER OF YOUTH. THOU SHALT NOT LET THE WORD OF GOD ISSUE FROM THY LIPS WITH ANY KIND OF IMPURITY. THOU SHALT NOT ACCEPT PERSONS WHEN THOU REPROVEST ANY ONE FOR TRANSGRESSION. THOU SHALT BE MEEK: THOU SHALT BE PEACEABLE. THOU SHALT TREMBLE AT THE WORDS WHICH THOU HEAREST. THOU SHALT NOT BE MINDFUL OF EVIL AGAINST THY BROTHER. THOU SHALT NOT BE OF DOUBTFUL MIND AS TO WHETHER A THING SHALL BE OR NOT. THOU SHALT NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN VAIN. THOU SHALT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR MORE THAN THINE OWN SOUL. THOU SHALT NOT SLAY THE CHILD BY PROCURING ABORTION; NOR, AGAIN, SHALT THOU DESTROY IT AFTER IT IS BORN. THOU SHALT NOT WITHDRAW THY HAND FROM THY SON, OR FROM THY DAUGHTER, BUT FROM THEIR INFANCY THOU SHALT TEACH THEM THE FEAR OF THE LORD. THOU SHALT NOT COVET WHAT IS THY NEIGHBOUR'S, NOR SHALT THOU BE AVARICIOUS. THOU SHALT NOT BE JOINED IN SOUL WITH THE HAUGHTY, BUT THOU SHALT BE RECKONED WITH THE RIGHTEOUS AND LOWLY. RECEIVE THOU AS GOOD THINGS THE TRIALS WHICH COME UPON THEE. THOU SHALT NOT BE OF DOUBLE MIND OR OF DOUBLE TONGUE, FOR A DOUBLE TONGUE IS A SNARE OF DEATH. THOU SHALT BE SUBJECT TO THE LORD, AND TO [OTHER] MASTERS AS THE IMAGE OF GOD, WITH MODESTY AND FEAR. THOU SHALT NOT ISSUE ORDERS WITH BITTERNESS TO THY MAIDSERVANT OR THY MAN-SERVANT, WHO TRUST IN THE SAME [GOD], LEST THOU SHOULDST NOT REVERENCE THAT GOD WHO IS ABOVE BOTH; FOR HE CAME TO CALL MEN NOT ACCORDING TO THEIR OUTWARD APPEARANCE, BUT ACCORDING AS THE SPIRIT HAD PREPARED THEM. THOU SHALT COMMUNICATE IN ALL THINGS WITH THY NEIGHBOUR; THOU SHALT NOT CALL THINGS THINE OWN; FOR IF YE ARE PARTAKERS IN COMMON OF THINGS WHICH ARE [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE, HOW MUCH MORE [SHOULD YOU BE] OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE! THOU SHALT NOT BE HASTY WITH THY TONGUE, FOR THE MOUTH IS A SNARE OF DEATH. AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, THOU SHALT BE PURE IN THY SOUL. DO NOT BE READY TO STRETCH FORTH THY HANDS TO TAKE, WHILST THOU CONTRACTEST THEM TO GIVE. THOU SHALT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE, AS THE APPLE OF THINE EYE, EVERY ONE THAT SPEAKETH TO THEE THE WORD OF THE LORD. THOU SHALT REMEMBER THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, NIGHT AND DAY. THOU SHALT SEEK OUT EVERY DAY THE FACES OF THE SAINTS, EITHER BY WORD EXAMINING THEM, AND GOING TO EXHORT THEM, AND MEDITATING HOW TO SAVE A SOUL BY THE WORD, OR BY THY HANDS THOU SHALT LABOUR FOR THE REDEMPTION OF THY [SEXUAL] SINS. THOU SHALT NOT HESITATE TO GIVE, NOR MURMUR WHEN THOU GIVEST. "GIVE TO EVERY ONE THAT ASKETH THEE," AND THOU SHALT KNOW WHO IS THE GOOD RECOMPENSER OF THE REWARD. THOU SHALT PRESERVE WHAT THOU HAST RECEIVED [IN CHARGE], NEITHER ADDING TO IT NOR TAKING FROM IT. TO THE LAST THOU SHALT HATE THE WICKED [ONE]. THOU SHALT JUDGE RIGHTEOUSLY. THOU SHALT NOT MAKE A SCHISM, BUT THOU SHALT PACIFY THOSE THAT CONTEND BY BRINGING THEM TOGETHER. THOU SHALT CONFESS THY [SEXUAL] SINS. THOU SHALT NOT GO TO PRAYER WITH AN EVIL CONSCIENCE. THIS IS THE WAY OF LIGHT. 
CHAPTER 20-THE WAY OF DARKNESS
[bookmark: P3467_591795]BUT THE WAY OF DARKNESS IS CROOKED, AND FULL OF CURSING; FOR IT IS THE WAY OF ETERNAL DEATH WITH PUNISHMENT, IN WHICH WAY ARE THE THINGS THAT DESTROY THE SOUL, VIZ., IDOLATRY, OVER-CONFIDENCE, THE [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE OF POWER, HYPOCRISY, DOUBLE-HEARTEDNESS, ADULTERY, MURDER, RAPINE, HAUGHTINESS, TRANSGRESSION, DECEIT, MALICE, SELF-SUFFICIENCY, POISONING, [SEXUAL] MAGIC, AVARICE, WANT OF THE FEAR OF GOD. [IN THIS WAY, TOO], ARE THOSE WHO PERSECUTE THE GOOD, THOSE WHO HATE TRUTH, THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] LOVE FALSEHOOD, THOSE WHO KNOW NOT THE REWARD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THOSE WHO CLEAVE NOT TO THAT WHICH IS GOOD, THOSE WHO ATTEND NOT WITH JUST JUDGMENT TO THE WIDOW AND ORPHAN, THOSE WHO WATCH NOT TO THE FEAR OF GOD, [BUT INCLINE] TO WICKEDNESS, FROM WHOM MEEKNESS AND PATIENCE ARE FAR OFF; PERSONS WHO [SEXUALLY] LOVE VANITY, FOLLOW AFTER A REWARD, PITY NOT THE NEEDY, LABOUR NOT IN AID OF HIM WHO IS OVERCOME WITH TOIL; WHO ARE PRONE TO EVIL-SPEAKING, WHO KNOW NOT HIM THAT MADE THEM, WHO ARE MURDERERS OF CHILDREN, DESTROYERS OF THE WORKMANSHIP OF GOD; WHO TURN AWAY HIM THAT IS IN WANT, WHO OPPRESS THE AFFLICTED, WHO ARE ADVOCATES OF THE RICH, WHO ARE UNJUST JUDGES OF THE POOR, AND WHO ARE IN EVERY RESPECT TRANSGRESSORS.
CHAPTER 21-CONCLUSION
IT IS WELL, THEREFORE, THAT HE WHO HAS LEARNED THE JUDGMENTS OF THE LORD, AS MANY AS HAVE BEEN WRITTEN, SHOULD WALK IN THEM. FOR HE WHO KEEPETH THESE SHALL BE GLORIFIED IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD; BUT HE WHO CHOOSETH OTHER THINGS SHALL BE DESTROYED WITH HIS WORKS. ON THIS ACCOUNT THERE WILL BE A RESURRECTION, ON THIS ACCOUNT A RETRIBUTION. I BESEECH YOU WHO ARE SUPERIORS, IF YOU WILL RECEIVE ANY [SEXLESS] COUNSEL OF MY GOOD-WILL, HAVE AMONG YOURSELVES THOSE TO WHOM YOU MAY SHOW KINDNESS: DO NOT FORSAKE THEM. FOR THE DAY IS AT HAND ON WHICH ALL THINGS SHALL PERISH WITH THE EVIL [ONE]. THE LORD IS NEAR, AND HIS REWARD. AGAIN, AND YET AGAIN, I BESEECH YOU: BE GOOD [SEXLESS] LAWGIVERS TO ONE ANOTHER; CONTINUE FAITHFUL [SEXLESS] COUNSELLORS OF ONE ANOTHER; TAKE AWAY FROM AMONG YOU ALL HYPOCRISY. AND MAY GOD, WHO RULETH OVER ALL THE WORLD, GIVE TO YOU, WISDOM, INTELLIGENCE, UNDERSTANDING, KNOWLEDGE OF HIS JUDGMENTS, WITH PATIENCE. AND BE YE TAUGHT OF GOD, INQUIRING DILIGENTLY WHAT THE LORD ASKS FROM YOU; AND DO IT THAT YE MAYBE SAFE IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. AND IF YOU HAVE ANY REMEMBRANCE OF WHAT IS GOOD, BE MINDFUL OF ME, MEDITATING ON THESE THINGS, IN ORDER THAT BOTH MY [SEXLESS] DESIRE AND WATCHFULNESS MAY RESULT IN SOME GOOD. I BESEECH YOU, ENTREATING THIS AS A FAVOUR. WHILE YET YOU ARE IN THIS FAIR VESSEL, DO NOT FAIL IN ANY ONE OF THOSE THINGS, BUT UNCEASINGLY SEEK AFTER THEM, AND FULFIL EVERY COMMANDMENT; FOR THESE THINGS ARE WORTHY. WHEREFORE I HAVE BEEN THE MORE EARNEST TO WRITE TO YOU, AS MY ABILITY SERVED, THAT I MIGHT CHEER YOU. FAREWELL, YE CHILDREN OF [SEXLESS] LOVE AND PEACE. THE LORD OF GLORY [ACTS 7:2] AND OF ALL GRACE BE WITH YOUR SPIRIT. AMEN. 
THE EPISTLE OF IGNATIUS TO THE EPHESIANS
1
I GAVE A GODLY WELCOME TO YOUR CHURCH WHICH HAS SO ENDEARED ITSELF TO US BY REASON OF YOUR UPRIGHT [DIVINE] NATURE, MARKED AS IT IS BY FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST, OUR SAVIOR, AND BY [SEXLESS] LOVE OF HIM. YOU ARE IMITATORS OF GOD; AND IT WAS GOD’S BLOOD THAT STIRRED YOU UP ONCE MORE TO DO THE SORT OF THING YOU DO NATURALLY AND HAVE NOW DONE TO PERFECTION. FOR YOU WERE ALL ZEAL TO VISIT ME WHEN YOU HEARD THAT I WAS BEING SHIPPED AS A PRISONER FROM SYRIA FOR THE SAKE OF OUR COMMON NAME AND HOPE. I HOPE, INDEED, BY YOUR PRAYERS TO HAVE THE GOOD FORTUNE TO FIGHT WITH WILD BEASTS IN ROME, SO THAT BY DOING THIS I CAN BE A REAL DISCIPLE. IN GOD’S NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THEREFORE, I RECEIVED YOUR LARGE CONGREGATION IN THE PERSON OF ONESIMUS, YOUR BISHOP IN THIS WORLD, A MAN WHOSE [SEXLESS] LOVE IS BEYOND WORDS. MY PRAYER IS THAT YOU SHOULD [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM IN THE SPIRIT OF JESUS CHRIST AND ALL BE LIKE HIM. BLESSED IS HE WHO LET YOU HAVE SUCH A BISHOP. YOU DESERVED IT.
2
NOW ABOUT MY FELLOW SLAVE BURRHUS, YOUR GODLY DEACON, WHO HAS BEEN RICHLY BLESSED. I VERY MUCH WANT HIM TO STAY WITH ME. HE WILL THUS BRING HONOR ON YOU AND THE BISHOP. CROCUS TOO, WHO IS A CREDIT BOTH TO GOD AND TO YOU, AND WHOM I RECEIVED AS A MODEL OF YOUR [SEXLESS] LOVE, ALTOGETHER RAISED MY SPIRITS (MAY THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF JESUS CHRIST GRANT HIM A SIMILAR COMFORT!), AS DID ONESIMUS, BURRHUS, EUPLUS, AND FRONTO. IN THEM I SAW AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVED YOU ALL. MAY I ALWAYS BE GLAD ABOUT YOU, THAT IS, IF I DESERVE TO BE! IT IS RIGHT, THEN, FOR YOU TO RENDER ALL GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST, SEEING HE HAS GLORIFIED YOU. THUS, UNITED IN YOUR SUBMISSION, AND SUBJECT TO THE BISHOP AND THE PRESBYTERY, YOU WILL BE REAL SAINTS.
3
I DO NOT GIVE YOU ORDERS AS IF I WERE SOMEBODY IMPORTANT. FOR EVEN IF I AM A PRISONER FOR THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], I HAVE NOT YET REACHED CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. I AM ONLY BEGINNING TO BE A DISCIPLE, SO I ADDRESS YOU AS MY FELLOW STUDENTS. I NEEDED YOUR COACHING IN FAITH, ENCOURAGEMENT, ENDURANCE, AND PATIENCE. BUT SINCE [SEXLESS] LOVE FORBIDS ME TO KEEP SILENT ABOUT YOU, I HASTEN TO URGE YOU TO HARMONIZE YOUR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS WITH GOD’S MIND. FOR JESUS CHRIST—THAT LIFE FROM WHICH WE CAN’T BE TORN—IS THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] MIND, AS THE BISHOPS TOO, APPOINTED THE WORLD OVER, REFLECT THE MIND OF JESUS CHRIST.
4
HENCE YOU SHOULD ACT IN ACCORD WITH THE BISHOP’S MIND, AS YOU SURELY DO. YOUR PRESBYTERY, INDEED, WHICH DESERVES ITS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND IS A CREDIT TO GOD, IS AS CLOSELY TIED TO THE BISHOP AS THE STRINGS TO A HARP. WHEREFORE YOUR ACCORD AND HARMONIOUS [SEXLESS] LOVE IS A HYMN TO JESUS CHRIST. YES, ONE AND ALL, YOU SHOULD FORM YOURSELVES INTO A CHOIR, SO THAT, IN PERFECT HARMONY AND TAKING YOUR PITCH FROM GOD, YOU MAY SING IN UNISON AND WITH ONE VOICE TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. THUS, HE WILL HEED YOU, AND BY YOUR GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS HE WILL RECOGNIZE YOU ARE MEMBERS OF HIS SON. THEREFORE, YOU NEED TO ABIDE IN IRREPROACHABLE UNITY IF YOU REALLY WANT TO BE GOD’S MEMBERS FOREVER.
5
IF IN SO SHORT A TIME I COULD GET SO CLOSE TO YOUR BISHOP—I DO NOT MEAN IN A NATURAL WAY, BUT IN A SPIRITUAL—HOW MUCH MORE DO I CONGRATULATE YOU ON HAVING SUCH INTIMACY WITH HIM AS THE CHURCH ENJOYS WITH JESUS CHRIST, AND JESUS CHRIST WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THAT IS HOW UNITY AND HARMONY COME TO PREVAIL EVERYWHERE. MAKE NO MISTAKE ABOUT IT. IF ANYONE IS NOT INSIDE THE SANCTUARY, HE LACKS GOD’S BREAD. AND IF THE PRAYER OF ONE OR TWO HAS GREAT AVAIL, HOW MUCH MORE THAT OF THE BISHOP AND THE TOTAL CHURCH. HE WHO FAILS TO JOIN IN YOUR WORSHIP SHOWS HIS [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE BY THE VERY FACT OF BECOMING A SCHISMATIC. IT IS WRITTEN, MOREOVER, “GOD RESISTS THE PROUD.” LET US, THEN, HEARTILY AVOID RESISTING THE BISHOP SO THAT WE MAY BE SUBJECT TO GOD.
6
THE MORE ANYONE SEES THE BISHOP MODESTLY SILENT, THE MORE HE SHOULD REVERE HIM. FOR EVERYONE THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE SENDS ON HIS BUSINESS, WE OUGHT TO RECEIVE AS THE ONE WHO SENT HIM. IT IS CLEAR, THEN, THAT WE SHOULD REGARD THE [TRUE] BISHOP AS THE LORD HIMSELF. INDEED, ONESIMUS SPOKE VERY HIGHLY OF YOUR GODLY [SEXLESS] CONDUCT, THAT YOU WERE ALL LIVING BY THE TRUTH AND HARBORING NO SECTARIANISM. NAY, YOU HEED NOBODY BEYOND WHAT HE HAS TO SAY TRUTHFULLY ABOUT JESUS CHRIST.
7
SOME, INDEED, HAVE A WICKED AND DECEITFUL HABIT OF [SEXUALLY] FLAUNTING THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ABOUT, WHILE ACTING IN A WAY UNWORTHY OF GOD. YOU MUST AVOID THEM LIKE WILD BEASTS. FOR THEY ARE MAD DOGS WHICH BITE ON THE SLY. YOU MUST BE ON YOUR GUARD AGAINST THEM, FOR IT IS HARD TO HEAL THEIR BITE. THERE IS ONLY ONE PHYSICIAN—OF FLESH YET SPIRITUAL, BORN YET UNBEGOTTEN, GOD INCARNATE, GENUINE LIFE IN THE MIDST OF DEATH, SPRUNG FROM MARY AS WELL AS GOD, FIRST SUBJECT TO SUFFERING THEN BEYOND IT—JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD.
8
LET NO ONE MISLEAD YOU, AS, INDEED, YOU ARE NOT MISLED, BEING WHOLLY GOD’S. FOR WHEN YOU HARBOR NO DISSENSION THAT CAN HARASS YOU, THEN YOU ARE INDEED LIVING IN GOD’S WAY. A CHEAP SACRIFICE I AM, BUT I DEDICATE MYSELF TO YOU EPHESIANS—A CHURCH FOREVER FAMOUS. CARNAL PEOPLE CANNOT ACT SPIRITUALLY, OR SPIRITUAL PEOPLE CARNALLY, JUST AS FAITH CANNOT ACT LIKE UNBELIEF, OR UNBELIEF LIKE FAITH. BUT EVEN WHAT YOU DO IN THE FLESH YOU DO SPIRITUALLY. FOR YOU DO EVERYTHING UNDER CHRIST’S CONTROL.
9
I HAVE HEARD THAT SOME STRANGERS CAME YOUR WAY WITH A WICKED TEACHING. BUT YOU DID NOT LET THEM SOW IT AMONG YOU. YOU STOPPED UP YOUR EARS TO PREVENT ADMITTING WHAT THEY DISSEMINATED. LIKE STONES OF GOD’S TEMPLE, READY FOR A BUILDING OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], YOU ARE BEING HOISTED UP BY JESUS CHRIST, AS WITH A CRANE (THAT’S THE CROSS!), WHILE THE ROPE YOU USE IS THE HOLY SPIRIT. YOUR FAITH IS WHAT LIFTS YOU UP, WHILE [SEXLESS] LOVE IS THE WAY YOU ASCEND TO GOD. YOU ARE ALL TAKING PART IN A RELIGIOUS PROCESSION, CARRYING ALONG WITH YOU YOUR GOD, SHRINE, CHRIST, AND YOUR HOLY OBJECTS, AND DECKED OUT FROM TIP TO TOE IN THE COMMANDMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST. I TOO AM ENJOYING IT ALL, BECAUSE I CAN TALK WITH YOU IN A LETTER, AND CONGRATULATE YOU ON CHANGING YOUR OLD WAY OF LIFE AND SETTING YOUR [SEXLESS] LOVE ON GOD ALONE.
10
“KEEP ON PRAYING” FOR OTHERS TOO, FOR THERE IS A CHANCE OF THEIR BEING CONVERTED AND GETTING TO GOD. LET THEM, THEN, LEARN FROM YOU AT LEAST BY YOUR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS. RETURN THEIR BAD TEMPER WITH GENTLENESS; THEIR BOASTS WITH HUMILITY; THEIR ABUSE WITH PRAYER. IN THE FACE OF THEIR [SEXUAL] ERROR, BE “STEADFAST IN THE FAITH.” RETURN THEIR VIOLENCE WITH MILDNESS AND DO NOT BE [SEXUALLY] INTENT ON GETTING YOUR OWN BACK. BY OUR PATIENCE LET US SHOW WE ARE THEIR BROTHERS, [SEXLESSLY] INTENT ON IMITATING THE LORD, SEEING WHICH OF US CAN BE THE MORE WRONGED, ROBBED, AND DESPISED. THUS, NO DEVIL’S WEED [ILLEGAL POT] WILL BE FOUND AMONG YOU; BUT THOROUGHLY PURE AND SELF-CONTROLLED, YOU WILL REMAIN BODY AND SOUL UNITED TO JESUS CHRIST.
11
THE LAST DAYS ARE HERE. SO, LET US ABASE OURSELVES AND STAND IN AWE OF GOD’S PATIENCE, LEST IT TURN OUT TO BE OUR CONDEMNATION. EITHER LET US FEAR THE WRATH TO COME OR LET US VALUE THE GRACE WE HAVE: ONE OR THE OTHER. ONLY LET OUR LOT BE GENUINE LIFE IN JESUS CHRIST. DO NOT LET ANYTHING CATCH YOUR EYE BESIDES HIM, FOR WHOM I CARRY AROUND THESE CHAINS—MY SPIRITUAL PEARLS! THROUGH THEM I WANT TO RISE FROM THE DEAD BY YOUR PRAYERS. MAY I EVER SHARE IN THESE, SO THAT I MAY BE NUMBERED AMONG THE EPHESIAN CHRISTIANS WHO, BY THE MIGHT OF JESUS CHRIST, HAVE ALWAYS BEEN OF ONE MIND WITH THE VERY APOSTLES.
12
I REALIZE WHO I AM AND TO WHOM I AM WRITING. I AM A CONVICT; YOU HAVE BEEN FREED. I AM IN DANGER; YOU ARE SAFE. YOU ARE THE ROUTE FOR GOD’S VICTIMS. YOU HAVE BEEN INITIATED INTO THE MYSTERIES WITH PAUL, A REAL SAINT AND MARTYR, WHO DESERVES TO BE CONGRATULATED. WHEN I COME TO MEET GOD MAY I FOLLOW IN HIS FOOTSTEPS, WHO IN ALL HIS LETTERS MENTIONS YOUR UNION WITH CHRIST JESUS.
13
TRY TO GATHER TOGETHER MORE FREQUENTLY TO CELEBRATE GOD’S EUCHARIST AND TO PRAISE HIM. FOR WHEN YOU MEET WITH FREQUENCY, SATAN’S POWERS ARE OVERTHROWN AND HIS DESTRUCTIVENESS IS UNDONE BY THE UNANIMITY OF YOUR FAITH. THERE IS NOTHING BETTER THAN PEACE, BY WHICH ALL STRIFE IN HEAVEN AND EARTH IS DONE AWAY.
14
YOU WILL NOT OVERLOOK ANY OF THIS IF YOU HAVE A THOROUGH BELIEF IN JESUS CHRIST AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM. THAT IS THE BEGINNING AND END OF LIFE: FAITH THE BEGINNING AND [SEXLESS] LOVE THE END. AND WHEN THE TWO ARE UNITED YOU HAVE GOD, AND EVERYTHING ELSE THAT HAS TO DO WITH REAL GOODNESS IS DEPENDENT ON THEM. NO ONE WHO PROFESSES FAITH FALLS INTO [SEXUAL] SIN, NOR DOES ONE WHO HAS LEARNED TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE, HATE. “THE TREE IS KNOWN BY ITS FRUIT.” SIMILARLY, THOSE WHO PROFESS TO BE CHRIST’S WILL BE RECOGNIZED BY THEIR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS. FOR WHAT MATTERS IS NOT A MOMENTARY ACT OF PROFESSING, BUT BEING PERSISTENTLY MOTIVATED BY FAITH.
15
IT IS BETTER TO KEEP QUIET AND BE REAL, THAN TO CHATTER AND BE UNREAL. IT IS A GOOD THING TO TEACH IF, THAT IS, THE TEACHER PRACTICES WHAT HE PREACHES. THERE WAS ONE SUCH TEACHER, WHO “SPOKE AND IT WAS DONE” AND WHAT HE DID IN SILENCE IS WORTHY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. HE WHO HAS REALLY GRASPED WHAT JESUS SAID CAN APPRECIATE HIS SILENCE. THUS, HE WILL BE PERFECT: HIS WORDS WILL MEAN [SEXLESS] ACTION, AND HIS VERY SILENCE WILL REVEAL HIS [SEXLESS] CHARACTER. THE LORD OVERLOOKS NOTHING. EVEN SECRETS ARE OPEN TO HIM. LET US, THEN, DO EVERYTHING AS IF HE WERE DWELLING IN US. THUS, WE SHALL BE HIS TEMPLES AND HE WILL BE WITHIN US AS OUR GOD—AS HE ACTUALLY IS. THIS WILL BE CLEAR TO US JUST TO THE EXTENT THAT WE [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM RIGHTLY.
16
MAKE NO MISTAKE, MY BROTHERS: ADULTERERS WILL NOT INHERIT GOD’S KINGDOM. IF, THEN, THOSE WHO ACT CARNALLY SUFFER DEATH, HOW MUCH MORE SHALL THOSE WHO BY WICKED TEACHING [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT, GOD’S FAITH FOR WHICH JESUS CHRIST WAS CRUCIFIED. SUCH A VILE CREATURE WILL GO TO THE UNQUENCHABLE FIRE ALONG WITH ANYONE WHO LISTENS TO HIM.
17
THE REASON THE LORD LET THE OINTMENT BE POURED ON HIS HEAD WAS THAT HE MIGHT PASS ON THE AROMA OF [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION TO THE CHURCH. DO NOT BE ANOINTED WITH THE FOUL SMELL OF THE TEACHING OF THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD, LEST HE CAPTURE YOU AND ROB YOU OF THE LIFE AHEAD OF YOU. WHY DO WE NOT ALL COME TO OUR SENSES BY ACCEPTING GOD’S KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS JESUS CHRIST? WHY DO WE STUPIDLY PERISH, IGNORING THE GIFT WHICH THE LORD HAS REALLY SENT?
18
I AM GIVING MY LIFE (NOT THAT IT’S WORTH MUCH!) FOR THE CROSS, WHICH UNBELIEVERS FIND A STUMBLING BLOCK, BUT WHICH MEANS TO US SALVATION AND ETERNAL LIFE. “WHERE IS THE WISE MAN? WHERE IS THE DEBATER?” WHERE ARE THE BOASTS OF THOSE SUPPOSEDLY INTELLIGENT? FOR OUR GOD, JESUS THE CHRIST, WAS CONCEIVED BY MARY, IN GOD’S PLAN BEING SPRUNG BOTH FROM THE SEED OF DAVID AND FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT. HE WAS BORN AND BAPTIZED THAT BY HIS [SEXLESS] PASSION HE MIGHT HALLOW WATER.
19
NOW, MARY’S VIRGINITY AND HER GIVING BIRTH ESCAPED THE NOTICE OF THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD, AS DID THE LORD’S DEATH—THOSE THREE SECRETS CRYING TO BE TOLD, BUT WROUGHT IN GOD’S SILENCE. HOW, THEN, WERE THEY REVEALED TO THE AGES? A STAR SHONE IN HEAVEN BRIGHTER THAN ALL THE STARS. ITS LIGHT WAS INDESCRIBABLE AND ITS NOVELTY CAUSED AMAZEMENT. THE REST OF THE STARS, ALONG WITH THE SUN AND THE MOON, FORMED A RING AROUND IT; YET IT OUTSHONE THEM ALL, AND THERE WAS BEWILDERMENT WHENCE THIS UNIQUE NOVELTY HAD ARISEN. AS A RESULT, ALL MAGIC LOST ITS POWER AND ALL WITCHCRAFT CEASED. IGNORANCE WAS DONE AWAY WITH, AND THE ANCIENT KINGDOM WAS UTTERLY DESTROYED, FOR GOD WAS REVEALING HIMSELF AS A MAN, TO BRING NEWNESS OF ETERNAL LIFE. WHAT GOD HAD PREPARED WAS NOW BEGINNING. HENCE EVERYTHING WAS IN CONFUSION AS THE DESTRUCTION OF DEATH WAS BEING TAKEN IN HAND.
20
IF JESUS CHRIST ALLOWS ME, IN ANSWER TO YOUR PRAYERS, AND IT IS HIS WILL, I WILL EXPLAIN TO YOU MORE ABOUT PLAN IN A SECOND LETTER I INTEND TO WRITE. I HAVE ONLY TOUCHED ON THIS PLAN IN REFERENCE TO THE NEW MAN JESUS CHRIST, AND HOW IT INVOLVES BELIEVING IN HIM AND LOVING HIM, AND ENTAILS HIS [SEXLESS] PASSION AND RESURRECTION. I WILL DO THIS ESPECIALLY IF THE LORD SHOWS ME THAT YOU ARE ALL, EVERY ONE OF YOU, MEETING TOGETHER UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE GRACE THAT WE OWE TO THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], IN ONE FAITH AND IN UNION WITH CHRIST, WHO WAS “DESCENDED FROM DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH” AND IS SON OF MAN AND SON OF GOD. AT THESE MEETINGS YOU SHOULD HEED THE BISHOP AND PRESBYTERY ATTENTIVELY, AND BREAK ONE LOAF, WHICH IS THE MEDICINE OF IMMORTALITY, AND THE ANTIDOTE WHICH WARDS OFF DEATH BUT YIELDS CONTINUOUS LIFE IN UNION WITH JESUS CHRIST.
21
I AM GIVING MY LIFE FOR YOU AND FOR THOSE WHOM YOU, TO GOD’S HONOR, SENT TO SMYRNA. I AM WRITING TO YOU FROM THERE, GIVING THE LORD THANKS AND EMBRACING POLYCARP AND YOU TOO IN MY [SEXLESS] LOVE. BEAR ME IN MIND, AS JESUS CHRIST DOES YOU. PRAY FOR THE CHURCH IN SYRIA, WHENCE I AM BEING SENT OFF TO ROME AS A PRISONER. I AM THE LEAST OF THE FAITHFUL THERE—YET I HAVE BEEN PRIVILEGED TO SERVE GOD’S HONOR. FAREWELL IN GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND IN JESUS CHRIST, OUR COMMON HOPE.

THE EPISTLE OF IGNATIUS TO THE MAGNESIANS
1 
I WAS DELIGHTED TO HEAR OF YOUR WELL-DISCIPLINED AND GODLY [SEXLESS] LOVE; AND HENCE, IMPELLED BY FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST, I DECIDED TO WRITE TO YOU. PRIVILEGED AS I AM TO HAVE THIS DISTINGUISHED AND GODLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], I SING THE PRAISES OF THE CHURCHES, EVEN WHILE I AM A PRISONER. I WANT THEM TO CONFESS THAT JESUS CHRIST, OUR PERPETUAL LIFE, UNITED FLESH WITH SPIRIT. I WANT THEM, TOO, TO UNITE THEIR FAITH WITH [SEXLESS] LOVE—THERE IS NOTHING BETTER THAN THAT. ABOVE ALL, I WANT THEM TO CONFESS THE UNION OF JESUS WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. IF, WITH HIM TO SUPPORT US, WE PUT UP WITH ALL THE SPITE OF THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD AND MANAGE TO ESCAPE, WE SHALL GET TO GOD.
2
YES, I HAD THE GOOD FORTUNE TO SEE YOU, IN THE PERSONS OF DAMAS YOUR BISHOP (HE’S A CREDIT TO GOD!), AND OF YOUR WORTHY PRESBYTERS, BASSUS AND APOLLONIUS, AND OF MY FELLOW SLAVE, THE DEACON ZOTION. I AM DELIGHTED WITH HIM, BECAUSE HE SUBMITS TO THE BISHOP AS TO GOD’S GRACE, AND TO THE PRESBYTERY AS TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF JESUS CHRIST.
3
NOW, IT IS NOT RIGHT TO PRESUME ON THE YOUTHFULNESS OF YOUR BISHOP. YOU OUGHT TO RESPECT HIM AS FULLY AS YOU RESPECT THE AUTHORITY OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. YOUR HOLY PRESBYTERS, I KNOW, HAVE NOT TAKEN UNFAIR ADVANTAGE OF HIS APPARENT YOUTHFULNESS, BUT IN THEIR GODLY WISDOM HAVE DEFERRED TO HIM—NAY, RATHER, NOT SO MUCH TO HIM AS TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF JESUS CHRIST, WHO IS EVERYBODY’S BISHOP. FOR THE HONOR, THEN, OF HIM WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVED US, WE OUGHT TO OBEY WITHOUT ANY DISSEMBLING, SINCE THE REAL ISSUE IS NOT THAT A MAN MISLEADS A BISHOP WHOM HE CAN SEE, BUT THAT HE DEFRAUDS THE ONE WHO IS INVISIBLE. IN SUCH A CASE HE MUST RECKON, NOT WITH A HUMAN BEING, BUT WITH GOD WHO KNOWS HIS SECRETS.
4
WE HAVE NOT ONLY TO BE CALLED CHRISTIANS, BUT TO BE CHRISTIANS. IT IS THE SAME THING AS CALLING A MAN A BISHOP AND THEN DOING EVERYTHING IN DISREGARD OF HIM. SUCH PEOPLE SEEM TO ME TO BE ACTING AGAINST THEIR CONSCIENCE, SINCE THEY DO NOT COME TO THE VALID AND AUTHORIZED SERVICES.
5
YES, EVERYTHING IS COMING TO AN END, AND WE STAND BEFORE THIS CHOICE—DEATH OR LIFE—AND EVERYONE WILL GO “TO HIS OWN PLACE.” ONE MIGHT SAY SIMILARLY, THERE ARE TWO COINAGES, ONE GOD’S, THE OTHER, THE WORLDS. EACH BEARS ITS OWN STAMP—UNBELIEVERS THAT OF THIS WORLD; BELIEVERS, WHO ARE SPURRED BY [SEXLESS] LOVE, THE STAMP OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. AND IF WE DO NOT WILLINGLY DIE IN UNION WITH HIS [SEXLESS] PASSION, WE DO NOT HAVE HIS LIFE IN US.
6
I BELIEVED, THEN, THAT I SAW YOUR WHOLE CONGREGATION IN THESE PEOPLE I HAVE MENTIONED, AND I [SEXLESSLY] LOVED YOU ALL. HENCE, I URGE YOU TO AIM TO DO EVERYTHING IN GODLY AGREEMENT. LET THE BISHOP PRESIDE IN GOD’S PLACE, AND THE PRESBYTERS TAKE THE PLACE OF THE APOSTOLIC COUNCIL, AND LET THE DEACONS (MY SPECIAL FAVORITES) BE ENTRUSTED WITH THE MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST WHO WAS WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] FROM ETERNITY AND APPEARED AT THE END. TAKING, THEN, THE SAME ATTITUDE AS GOD, YOU SHOULD ALL RESPECT ONE ANOTHER. LET NO ONE [SEXUALLY] THINK OF HIS NEIGHBOR IN A CARNAL [SEXUAL] WAY; BUT ALWAYS [SEXLESS] LOVE ONE ANOTHER IN THE SPIRIT OF JESUS CHRIST. DO NOT LET THERE BE ANYTHING TO DIVIDE YOU, BUT BE IN ACCORD WITH THE BISHOP AND YOUR LEADERS. THUS, YOU WILL BE AN EXAMPLE AND A LESSON OF [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY.
7
AS, THEN, THE LORD DID NOTHING WITHOUT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] (EITHER ON HIS OWN OR BY THE APOSTLES) BECAUSE HE WAS AT ONE WITH HIM, SO YOU MUST NOT DO ANYTHING WITHOUT THE BISHOP AND PRESBYTERS. DO NOT, MOREOVER, TRY TO CONVINCE YOURSELVES THAT ANYTHING DONE ON YOUR OWN IS COMMENDABLE. ONLY WHAT YOU DO TOGETHER IS RIGHT. HENCE YOU MUST HAVE ONE PRAYER, ONE PETITION, ONE MIND, ONE HOPE, DOMINATED BY [SEXLESS] LOVE AND UNSULLIED JOY—THAT MEANS YOU MUST HAVE JESUS CHRIST. YOU CANNOT HAVE ANYTHING BETTER THAN THAT. RUN OFF—ALL OF YOU—TO ONE TEMPLE OF GOD, AS IT WERE, TO ONE ALTAR, TO ONE JESUS CHRIST, WHO CAME FORTH FROM ONE FATHER, WHILE STILL REMAINING ONE WITH HIM, AND RETURNED TO HIM.
8
DO NOT BE LED ASTRAY BY WRONG VIEWS OR BY OUTMODED TALES THAT COUNT FOR NOTHING. FOR IF WE STILL GO ON OBSERVING JUDAISM, WE ADMIT WE NEVER RECEIVED GRACE. THE DIVINE PROPHETS THEMSELVES LIVED CHRIST JESUS’ WAY. THAT IS WHY THEY WERE PERSECUTED, FOR THEY WERE INSPIRED BY HIS GRACE TO CONVINCE UNBELIEVERS THAT GOD IS ONE, AND THAT HE HAS REVEALED HIMSELF IN HIS SON JESUS CHRIST, WHO IS HIS WORD ISSUING FROM THE SILENCE AND WHO WON THE COMPLETE APPROVAL OF HIM WHO SENT HIM.
9
THOSE, THEN, WHO LIVED BY ANCIENT PRACTICES ARRIVED AT A NEW HOPE. THEY CEASED TO KEEP THE SABBATH AND LIVED BY THE LORD’S DAY, ON WHICH OUR LIFE AS WELL AS THEIRS SHONE FORTH, THANKS TO HIM AND HIS DEATH, THOUGH SOME DENY THIS. THROUGH THIS MYSTERY WE GOT OUR FAITH, AND BECAUSE OF IT WE STAND OUR GROUND SO AS TO BECOME DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST, OUR SOLE TEACHER. HOW, THEN, CAN WE LIVE WITHOUT HIM WHEN EVEN THE PROPHETS, WHO WERE HIS DISCIPLES BY THE SPIRIT, AWAITED HIM AS THEIR TEACHER? HE, THEN, WHOM THEY WERE RIGHTLY EXPECTING, RAISED THEM FROM THE DEAD, WHEN HE CAME.
10
WE MUST NOT, THEN, BE IMPERVIOUS TO HIS KINDNESS. INDEED, WERE HE TO ACT AS WE DO, WE SHOULD AT ONCE BE DONE FOR. HENCE, NOW WE ARE HIS DISCIPLES, WE MUST LEARN TO LIVE LIKE CHRISTIANS—TO BE SURE, WHOEVER BEARS ANY OTHER NAME DOES NOT BELONG TO GOD. GET RID, THEN, OF THE BAD YEAST—IT HAS GROWN STALE AND SOUR—AND BE CHANGED INTO NEW YEAST, THAT IS, INTO JESUS CHRIST. BE SALTED IN HIM, SO THAT NONE OF YOU GO BAD, FOR YOUR SMELL WILL GIVE YOU AWAY. IT IS MONSTROUS TO TALK JESUS CHRIST AND TO LIVE LIKE A JEW. FOR CHRISTIANITY DID NOT BELIEVE IN JUDAISM, BUT JUDAISM IN CHRISTIANITY. PEOPLE OF EVERY TONGUE HAVE COME TO BELIEVE IN IT, AND SO BEEN UNITED TOGETHER IN GOD.
11
I DO NOT WRITE IN THIS WAY, MY DEAR FRIENDS, BECAUSE I HAVE HEARD THAT ANY OF YOU ARE LIKE THAT. RATHER DO I, WELL AWARE OF MY HUMBLE POSITION, WANT TO CAUTION YOU AHEAD, LEST YOU FALL A PREY TO STUPID IDEAS, AND TO URGE YOU TO BE THOROUGHLY CONVINCED OF THE BIRTH, [SEXLESS] PASSION, AND RESURRECTION, WHICH OCCURRED WHILE PONTIUS PILATE WAS GOVERNOR. YES, ALL THAT WAS ACTUALLY AND ASSUREDLY DONE BY JESUS CHRIST, OUR HOPE. GOD FORBID THAT ANY OF YOU SHOULD LOSE IT!
12
I WANT TO BE GLAD ABOUT YOU EVER SO MUCH, IF, THAT IS, I DESERVE TO BE. FOR THOUGH I AM A PRISONER, I CANNOT COMPARE WITH ONE OF YOU WHO ARE FREE. I REALIZE THAT YOU ARE NOT CONCEITED, FOR YOU HAVE JESUS CHRIST WITHIN YOU. AND MORE, I KNOW YOU ARE SELF-CONSCIOUS WHEN I PRAISE YOU, JUST AS [HOLY] SCRIPTURE SAYS, “THE UPRIGHT MAN IS HIS OWN ACCUSER.”
13
MAKE A REAL EFFORT, THEN, TO STAND FIRMLY BY THE ORDERS OF THE LORD AND THE APOSTLES, SO THAT “WHATEVER YOU DO, YOU MAY SUCCEED” IN BODY AND SOUL, IN FAITH AND [SEXLESS] LOVE, IN SON [JESUS], FATHER [STEPHEN], AND SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN], FROM FIRST TO LAST, ALONG WITH YOUR MOST DISTINGUISHED BISHOP, YOUR PRESBYTERY (THAT NEATLY PLAITED SPIRITUAL WREATH!), AND YOUR GODLY DEACONS. DEFER TO THE BISHOP AND TO ONE ANOTHER AS JESUS CHRIST DID TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE DAYS OF HIS FLESH, AND AS THE APOSTLES DID TO CHRIST [JESUS], TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND TO THE SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN]. IN THAT WAY WE SHALL ACHIEVE COMPLETE UNITY.
14
I REALIZE YOU ARE FULL OF GOD. HENCE, I HAVE [SEXLESSLY] COUNSEL ED [EDUCATION] YOU BUT BRIEFLY. REMEMBER ME IN YOUR PRAYERS, THAT I MAY GET TO GOD. REMEMBER TOO THE CHURCH IN SYRIA—I DO NOT DESERVE TO BE CALLED A MEMBER OF IT. TO BE SURE, I NEED YOUR UNITED AND HOLY PRAYERS AND YOUR [SEXLESS] LOVE, SO THAT THE CHURCH IN SYRIA MAY HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF BEING REFRESHED BY MEANS OF YOUR CHURCH.
15
THE EPHESIANS GREET YOU FROM SMYRNA. I AM WRITING TO YOU FROM THERE. LIKE YOU, THEY CAME HERE FOR GOD’S GLORY AND HAVE REVIVED ME CONSIDERABLY, AS HAS POLYCARP, THE BISHOP OF SMYRNA. THE OTHER CHURCHES ALSO SEND THEIR GREETINGS TO YOU IN HONOR OF JESUS CHRIST. FAREWELL—BE AT ONE WITH GOD, FOR YOU POSSESS AN UNBREAKABLE SPIRIT, WHICH IS WHAT JESUS CHRIST HAD.
THE EPISTLE OF IGNATIUS TO THE TRALLIANS
1
WELL DO I REALIZE WHAT A [SEXLESS] CHARACTER YOU HAVE—ABOVE REPROACH AND STEADY UNDER STRAIN. IT IS NOT JUST AFFECTED, BUT IT COMES NATURALLY TO YOU, AS I GATHERED FROM POLYBIUS, YOUR BISHOP. BY GOD’S WILL AND THAT OF JESUS CHRIST, HE CAME TO ME IN SMYRNA, AND SO HEARTILY CONGRATULATED ME ON BEING A PRISONER FOR JESUS CHRIST THAT IN HIM I SAW YOUR WHOLE CONGREGATION. I WELCOMED, THEN, YOUR GODLY GOOD WILL, WHICH REACHED ME BY HIM, AND I GAVE THANKS THAT I FOUND YOU, AS I HEARD, TO BE FOLLOWING GOD.
2
FOR WHEN YOU OBEY THE BISHOP AS IF HE WERE JESUS CHRIST, YOU ARE (AS I SEE IT) LIVING NOT IN A MERELY HUMAN FASHION BUT IN JESUS CHRIST’S WAY, WHO FOR OUR SAKES SUFFERED DEATH THAT YOU MIGHT BELIEVE IN HIS DEATH AND SO ESCAPE DYING YOURSELVES. IT IS ESSENTIAL, THEREFORE, TO ACT IN NO WAY WITHOUT THE BISHOP, JUST AS YOU ARE DOING. RATHER SUBMIT EVEN TO THE PRESBYTERY AS TO THE APOSTLES OF JESUS CHRIST. HE IS OUR HOPE, AND IF WE LIVE IN UNION WITH HIM NOW, WE SHALL GAIN ETERNAL LIFE. THOSE TOO WHO ARE DEACONS OF JESUS CHRIST’S “MYSTERIES” MUST GIVE COMPLETE SATISFACTION TO EVERYONE. FOR THEY DO NOT SERVE MERE FOOD AND DRINK, BUT MINISTER TO GOD’S CHURCH. THEY MUST THEREFORE AVOID LEAVING THEMSELVES OPEN TO CRITICISM, AS THEY WOULD SHUN FIRE.
3
CORRESPONDINGLY, EVERYONE MUST SHOW THE DEACONS RESPECT. THEY REPRESENT JESUS CHRIST, JUST AS THE BISHOP HAS THE ROLE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE PRESBYTERS ARE LIKE GOD’S COUNCIL AND AN APOSTOLIC BAND. YOU CANNOT HAVE A CHURCH WITHOUT THESE. I AM SURE THAT YOU AGREE WITH ME IN THIS. IN YOUR BISHOP I RECEIVED THE VERY MODEL OF YOUR [SEXLESS] LOVE, AND I HAVE HIM WITH ME. HIS VERY BEARING IS A GREAT LESSON, WHILE HIS GENTLENESS IS MOST FORCEFUL. I IMAGINE EVEN THE GODLESS RESPECT HIM. WHILE I COULD WRITE ABOUT THIS MATTER MORE SHARPLY, I SPARE YOU OUT OF [SEXLESS] LOVE. SINCE, TOO, I AM A CONVICT, I HAVE NOT [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT IT MY PLACE TO GIVE YOU ORDERS LIKE AN APOSTLE.
4
GOD HAS GRANTED ME MANY AN INSPIRATION, BUT I KEEP MY LIMITS, LEST BOASTING SHOULD BE MY UNDOING. FOR WHAT I NEED MOST AT THIS POINT IS TO BE ON MY GUARD AND NOT TO HEED FLATTERERS. THOSE WHO TELL ME...THEY ARE MY SCOURGE. TO BE SURE, I AM EVER SO EAGER TO BE A MARTYR, BUT I DO NOT KNOW IF I DESERVE TO BE. MANY PEOPLE HAVE NO NOTION OF MY IMPETUOUS AMBITION. YET IT IS ALL THE MORE A STRUGGLE FOR ME. WHAT I NEED IS GENTLENESS BY WHICH THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD IS OVERTHROWN.
5
AM I INCAPABLE OF WRITING TO YOU OF HEAVENLY THINGS? NO, INDEED; BUT I AM AFRAID TO HARM YOU, SEEING YOU ARE MERE BABES. YOU MUST FORGIVE ME, BUT THE CHANCES ARE YOU COULD NOT ACCEPT WHAT I HAVE TO SAY AND WOULD CHOKE YOURSELVES. EVEN IN MY OWN CASE, IT IS NOT BECAUSE I AM A PRISONER AND CAN GRASP HEAVENLY MYSTERIES, THE RANKS OF THE ANGELS, THE ARRAY OF PRINCIPALITIES, THINGS VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE—IT IS NOT BECAUSE OF ALL THAT THAT I AM A GENUINE DISCIPLE AS YET. THERE IS PLENTY MISSING, IF WE ARE NOT GOING TO BE FORSAKEN BY GOD.
6
I URGE YOU, THEREFORE—NOT I, BUT JESUS CHRIST’S [SEXLESS] LOVE—USE ONLY CHRISTIAN FOOD. KEEP OFF FOREIGN FARE, BY WHICH I MEAN HERESY. FOR THOSE PEOPLE MINGLE JESUS CHRIST WITH THEIR TEACHINGS JUST TO GAIN YOUR CONFIDENCE UNDER FALSE PRETENSES. IT IS AS IF THEY WERE GIVING A DEADLY POISON MIXED WITH HONEY AND WINE, WITH THE RESULT THAT THE UNSUSPECTING VICTIM GLADLY ACCEPTS IT AND DRINKS DOWN DEATH WITH FATAL [SEXUAL] PLEASURE.
7
BE ON YOUR GUARD, THEN, AGAINST SUCH PEOPLE. THIS YOU WILL DO BY NOT BEING PUFFED UP AND BY KEEPING VERY CLOSE TO GOD, JESUS CHRIST, AND THE BISHOP AND THE APOSTLES’ PRECEPTS. INSIDE THE SANCTUARY A MAN IS PURE; OUTSIDE HE IS IMPURE. THAT MEANS: WHOEVER DOES ANYTHING WITHOUT BISHOP, PRESBYTERY, AND DEACONS DOES NOT HAVE A CLEAR CONSCIENCE.
8
IT IS NOT BECAUSE I HAVE HEARD OF ANY SUCH THING IN YOUR CASE THAT I WRITE THUS. NO, IN MY [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR YOU I AM WARNING YOU AHEAD, SINCE I FORESEE THE DEVIL’S WILES. RECAPTURE, THEN, YOUR GENTLENESS, AND BY FAITH (THAT’S THE LORD’S FLESH) AND BY LOVE (THAT’S JESUS CHRIST’S BLOOD) MAKE YOURSELVES NEW CREATURES. LET NONE OF YOU HOLD ANYTHING AGAINST HIS NEIGHBOR. DO NOT GIVE THE HEATHEN OPPORTUNITIES WHEREBY GOD’S PEOPLE SHOULD BE SCOFFED AT THROUGH THE STUPIDITY OF A FEW. FOR, “WOE TO HIM BY WHOSE FOLLY MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS SCOFFED AT BEFORE ANY.”
9
BE DEAF, THEN, TO ANY TALK THAT IGNORES JESUS CHRIST, OF DAVID’S LINEAGE, OF MARY; WHO WAS REALLY BORN, ATE; AND DRANK; WAS REALLY PERSECUTED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE; WAS REALLY CRUCIFIED AND DIED, IN THE SIGHT OF HEAVEN AND EARTH AND THE UNDERWORLD. HE WAS REALLY RAISED FROM THE DEAD, FOR HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] RAISED HIM, JUST AS HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL RAISE US, WHO BELIEVE ON HIM, THROUGH CHRIST JESUS, APART FROM WHOM WE HAVE NO GENUINE LIFE.
10
AND IF, AS SOME ATHEISTS (I MEAN UNBELIEVERS) SAY, HIS SUFFERING WAS A SHAM (IT’S REALLY, THEY WHO ARE A SHAM!), WHY, THEN, AM I A PRISONER? WHY DO I WANT TO FIGHT WITH WILD BEASTS? IN THAT CASE I SHALL DIE TO NO [SEXUAL] PURPOSE. YES, AND I AM [SEXUALLY] MALIGNING THE LORD TOO!
11
FLEE, THEN, THESE WICKED OFFSHOOTS WHICH PRODUCE DEADLY FRUIT. IF A MAN, TASTE OF IT, HE DIES OUTRIGHT. THEY ARE NONE OF THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] PLANTING. FOR HAD THEY BEEN, THEY WOULD HAVE SHOWN THEMSELVES AS BRANCHES OF THE CROSS, AND BORNE IMMORTAL FRUIT. IT IS THROUGH THE CROSS, BY HIS SUFFERING, THAT HE SUMMONS YOU WHO ARE HIS MEMBERS. A HEAD CANNOT BE BORN WITHOUT LIMBS, SINCE GOD STANDS FOR UNITY. IT IS HIS [DIVINE] NATURE.
12
FROM SMYRNA I SEND YOU MY GREETINGS IN WHICH THE CHURCHES OF GOD THAT ARE HERE WITH ME JOIN. THEY HAVE ALTOGETHER RAISED MY SPIRITS—YES, COMPLETELY. MY VERY CHAINS WHICH I CARRY AROUND FOR JESUS CHRIST’S SAKE, IN MY [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO GET TO GOD, EXHORT YOU, “STAY UNITED AND PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER!” IT IS RIGHT THAT EACH ONE OF YOU AND ESPECIALLY THE PRESBYTERS SHOULD ENCOURAGE THE BISHOP, IN HONOR OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], JESUS CHRIST, AND THE APOSTLES. OUT OF [SEXLESS] LOVE I WANT YOU TO HEED ME, SO THAT MY LETTER WILL NOT TELL AGAINST YOU. MOREOVER, PRAY FOR ME. BY GOD’S MERCY I NEED YOUR [SEXLESS] LOVE IF I AM GOING TO DESERVE THE FATE I LONG FOR, AND NOT PROVE A “CASTAWAY.”
13
THE SMYRNAEANS AND EPHESIANS SEND THEIR GREETINGS WITH [SEXLESS] LOVE. REMEMBER THE CHURCH OF SYRIA IN YOUR PRAYERS. I AM NOT WORTHY TO BE A MEMBER OF IT: I AM THE LEAST OF THEIR NUMBER. FAREWELL IN JESUS CHRIST. SUBMIT TO THE BISHOP AS TO [SEXLESS] LAW, AND TO THE PRESBYTERY [ELDERSHIP] TOO. ALL OF YOU, [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ONE ANOTHER WITH AN UNDIVIDED HEART. MY LIFE IS GIVEN FOR YOU, NOT ONLY NOW BUT ESPECIALLY WHEN I SHALL GET TO GOD. I AM STILL IN DANGER. BUT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS FAITHFUL: HE WILL ANSWER MY PRAYER AND YOURS BECAUSE OF JESUS CHRIST. UNDER HIS INFLUENCE MAY YOU PROVE TO BE SPOTLESS.
THE EPISTLE OF IGNATIUS TO THE ROMANS
1
SINCE GOD HAS ANSWERED MY PRAYER TO SEE, YOU GODLY PEOPLE, I HAVE GONE ON TO ASK FOR MORE. I MEAN, IT IS AS A PRISONER FOR CHRIST JESUS THAT I HOPE TO GREET YOU, IF INDEED IT BE WILL THAT I SHOULD DESERVE TO MEET MY END. THINGS ARE OFF TO A GOOD START. MAY I HAVE THE GOOD FORTUNE TO MEET MY FATE WITHOUT INTERFERENCE! WHAT I FEAR IS YOUR GENEROSITY WHICH MAY PROVE DETRIMENTAL TO ME. FOR YOU CAN EASILY DO WHAT YOU WANT TO, WHEREAS IT IS HARD FOR ME TO GET TO GOD UNLESS YOU LET ME ALONE.
2
I DO NOT WANT YOU TO PLEASE MEN, BUT TO PLEASE GOD, JUST AS YOU ARE DOING. FOR I SHALL NEVER AGAIN HAVE SUCH A CHANCE TO GET TO GOD, NOR CAN YOU, IF YOU KEEP QUIET, GET CREDIT FOR A FINER DEED. FOR IF YOU QUIETLY LET ME ALONE, PEOPLE WILL SEE IN ME GOD’S WORD. BUT IF YOU ARE ENAMORED OF MY MERE BODY, I SHALL, ON THE CONTRARY, BE A MEANINGLESS NOISE. GRANT ME NO MORE THAN TO BE A SACRIFICE FOR GOD WHILE THERE IS AN ALTAR AT HAND. THEN YOU CAN FORM YOURSELVES INTO A CHOIR AND SING PRAISES TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN JESUS CHRIST THAT GOD GAVE THE BISHOP OF SYRIA THE PRIVILEGE OF REACHING THE SUN’S SETTING WHEN HE SUMMONED HIM FROM ITS RISING. IT IS A GRAND THING FOR MY LIFE TO SET ON THE WORLD, AND FOR ME TO BE ON MY WAY TO GOD, SO THAT I MAY RISE IN HIS PRESENCE.
3
YOU NEVER GRUDGED ANY ONE. YOU TAUGHT OTHERS. SO, I WANT YOU TO SUBSTANTIATE THE LESSONS THAT YOU BID THEM HEED. JUST PRAY THAT I MAY HAVE STRENGTH OF SOUL AND BODY SO THAT I MAY NOT ONLY TALK, BUT REALLY WANT IT. IT IS NOT THAT I WANT MERELY TO BE CALLED A CHRISTIAN, BUT ACTUALLY TO BE ONE. YES, IF I PROVE TO BE ONE, THEN I CAN HAVE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THEN, TOO, I SHALL BE A CONVINCING CHRISTIAN ONLY WHEN THE WORLD SEES ME NO MORE. NOTHING YOU CAN SEE HAS REAL VALUE. OUR GOD JESUS CHRIST, INDEED, HAS REVEALED HIMSELF MORE CLEARLY BY RETURNING TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THE GREATNESS OF CHRISTIANITY LIES IN ITS BEING HATED BY THE WORLD, NOT IN ITS BEING CONVINCING TO IT.
4
I AM CORRESPONDING WITH ALL THE CHURCHES AND BIDDING THEM ALL REALIZE THAT I AM VOLUNTARILY DYING FOR GOD—IF, THAT IS, YOU DO NOT INTERFERE. I PLEAD WITH YOU, DO NOT DO ME AN UNSEASONABLE KINDNESS. LET ME BE FODDER FOR WILD BEASTS—THAT IS HOW I CAN GET TO GOD. I AM GOD’S WHEAT AND I AM BEING GROUND BY THE TEETH OF WILD BEASTS TO MAKE A PURE LOAF FOR CHRIST. I WOULD RATHER THAT YOU FAWN ON THE BEASTS SO THAT THEY MAY BE MY TOMB AND NO SCRAP OF MY BODY BE LEFT. THUS, WHEN I HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP, I SHALL BE A BURDEN TO NO ONE. THEN I SHALL BE A REAL DISCIPLE OF JESUS CHRIST WHEN THE WORLD SEES MY BODY NO MORE. PRAY CHRIST FOR ME THAT BY THESE MEANS I MAY BECOME GOD’S SACRIFICE. I DO NOT GIVE YOU ORDERS LIKE PETER AND PAUL. THEY WERE APOSTLES: I AM A CONVICT. THEY WERE AT LIBERTY: I AM STILL A SLAVE. BUT IF I SUFFER, I SHALL BE EMANCIPATED BY JESUS CHRIST; AND UNITED TO HIM, I SHALL RISE TO FREEDOM. EVEN NOW AS A PRISONER, I AM LEARNING TO FORGO MY OWN WISHES.
5
ALL THE WAY FROM SYRIA TO ROME I AM FIGHTING WITH WILD BEASTS, BY LAND AND SEA, NIGHT AND DAY, CHAINED AS I AM TO TEN LEOPARDS (I MEAN TO A DETACHMENT OF SOLDIERS), WHO ONLY GET WORSE THE BETTER YOU TREAT THEM. BUT BY THEIR INJUSTICES I AM BECOMING A BETTER DISCIPLE, “THOUGH NOT FOR THAT REASON AM I ACQUITTED.” WHAT A THRILL I SHALL HAVE FROM THE WILD BEASTS THAT ARE READY FOR ME! I HOPE THEY WILL MAKE SHORT WORK OF ME. I SHALL COAX THEM ON TO EAT ME UP AT ONCE AND NOT TO HOLD OFF, AS SOMETIMES HAPPENS, THROUGH FEAR. AND IF THEY ARE RELUCTANT, I SHALL FORCE THEM TO IT. FORGIVE ME—I KNOW WHAT IS GOOD FOR ME. NOW IS THE MOMENT I AM BEGINNING TO BE A DISCIPLE. MAY NOTHING SEEN OR UNSEEN BEGRUDGE ME MAKING MY WAY TO JESUS CHRIST. COME FIRE, CROSS, BATTLING WITH WILD BEASTS, WRENCHING OF BONES, MANGLING OF LIMBS, CRUSHING OF MY WHOLE BODY, CRUEL TORTURES OF THE DEVIL—ONLY LET ME GET TO JESUS CHRIST!
6
NOT THE WIDE BOUNDS OF EARTH NOR THE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD WILL AVAIL ME ANYTHING. “I WOULD RATHER DIE” AND GET TO JESUS CHRIST, THAN REIGN OVER THE ENDS OF THE EARTH. THAT IS WHOM I AM LOOKING FOR—THE ONE WHO DIED FOR US. THAT IS WHOM I WANT—THE ONE WHO ROSE FOR US. I AM GOING THROUGH THE PANGS OF BEING BORN. SYMPATHIZE WITH ME, MY BROTHERS! DO NOT STAND IN THE WAY OF MY COMING TO LIFE—DO NOT WISH DEATH ON ME. DO NOT GIVE BACK TO THE WORLD ONE WHO WANTS TO BE GOD’S; DO NOT TRICK HIM WITH MATERIAL THINGS. LET ME GET INTO THE CLEAR LIGHT AND MANHOOD WILL BE MINE. LET ME IMITATE THE [SEXLESS] PASSION OF MY GOD. IF ANYONE HAS HIM IN HIM, LET HIM APPRECIATE WHAT I AM LONGING FOR, AND SYMPATHIZE WITH ME, REALIZING WHAT I AM GOING THROUGH.
7
THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD WANTS TO KIDNAP ME AND PERVERT MY GODLY [SEXLESS] PURPOSE. NONE OF YOU, THEN, WHO WILL BE THERE, MUST ABET HIM. RATHER BE ON MY SIDE—THAT IS, ON GOD’S. DO NOT TALK JESUS CHRIST AND SET YOUR HEART ON THE WORLD. HARBOR NO ENVY. IF, WHEN I ARRIVE, I MAKE A DIFFERENT PLEA, PAY NO ATTENTION TO ME. RATHER HEED WHAT I AM NOW WRITING TO YOU. FOR THOUGH ALIVE, IT IS WITH A [SEXUAL] PASSION FOR DEATH THAT I AM WRITING TO YOU. MY [SEXUAL] DESIRE HAS BEEN CRUCIFIED AND THERE BURNS IN ME NO [SEXUAL] PASSION FOR MATERIAL THINGS. THERE IS LIVING WATER IN ME, WHICH SPEAKS AND SAYS INSIDE ME, “COME TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN].” I TAKE NO DELIGHT IN [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE FOOD OR IN THE DAINTIES OF THIS LIFE. WHAT I WANT IS GOD’S BREAD, WHICH IS THE FLESH OF CHRIST, WHO CAME FROM DAVID’S LINE AND FOR DRINK I WANT HIS BLOOD: AN IMMORTAL [SEXLESS] LOVE FEAST INDEED!
8
I DO NOT WANT TO LIVE ANY MORE ON A HUMAN PLANE. AND SO, IT SHALL BE, IF YOU WANT IT TO. WANT IT TO, SO THAT YOU WILL BE WANTED! DESPITE THE BREVITY OF MY LETTER, TRUST MY REQUEST. YES, JESUS CHRIST WILL CLARIFY IT FOR YOU AND MAKE YOU SEE I AM REALLY IN EARNEST. HE IS THE GUILELESS MOUTH BY WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS SPOKEN TRUTHFULLY. PRAY FOR ME THAT I REACH MY GOAL. I HAVE WRITTEN PROMPTED, NOT BY HUMAN [SEXUAL] PASSION, BUT BY GOD’S WILL. IF I SUFFER, IT WILL BE BECAUSE YOU FAVORED ME. IF I AM REJECTED, IT WILL BE BECAUSE YOU HATED ME.
9
REMEMBER THE CHURCH OF SYRIA IN YOUR PRAYERS. IN MY PLACE THEY HAVE GOD FOR THEIR SHEPHERD. JESUS CHRIST ALONE WILL LOOK AFTER THEM—HE, AND YOUR [SEXLESS] LOVE. I BLUSH TO BE RECKONED AMONG THEM, FOR I DO NOT DESERVE IT, BEING THE LEAST OF THEM AND AN AFTERTHOUGHT. YET BY HIS MERCY I SHALL BE SOMETHING, IF, THAT IS, I GET TO GOD. WITH MY HEART I GREET YOU; AND THE CHURCHES WHICH HAVE WELCOMED ME, NOT AS A CHANCE PASSER-BY, BUT IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], SEND THEIR [SEXLESS] LOVE. INDEED, EVEN THOSE THAT DID NOT NATURALLY LIE ON MY ROUTE WENT AHEAD TO PREPARE MY WELCOME IN THE DIFFERENT TOWNS.
10
I AM SENDING THIS LETTER TO YOU FROM SMYRNA BY THOSE PRAISEWORTHY EPHESIANS. WITH ME, ALONG WITH MANY OTHERS, IS CROCUS—A PERSON VERY DEAR TO ME. I TRUST YOU HAVE HAD WORD ABOUT THOSE WHO WENT AHEAD OF ME FROM SYRIA TO ROME FOR GOD’S GLORY. TELL THEM I AM NEARLY THERE. THEY ARE ALL A CREDIT TO GOD AND TO YOU; SO, YOU SHOULD GIVE THEM EVERY ASSISTANCE. I AM WRITING THIS TO YOU ON THE TWENTY-FOURTH OF AUGUST. FAREWELL, AND HOLD OUT TO THE END WITH THE PATIENCE OF JESUS CHRIST.
THE EPISTLE OF IGNATIUS TO THE PHILADELPHIANS
1
I WELL REALIZE THAT THIS BISHOP OF YOURS DOES NOT OWE HIS MINISTRY TO HIS OWN EFFORTS OR TO MEN. NOR IS IT TO FLATTER HIS VANITY THAT HE HOLDS THIS OFFICE WHICH SERVES THE COMMON GOOD. RATHER DOES HE OWE IT TO THE LOVE OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. I HAVE BEEN STRUCK BY HIS [SEXLESS] CHARMING MANNER. BY BEING SILENT HE CAN DO MORE THAN THOSE WHO CHATTER. FOR HE IS IN TUNE WITH THE COMMANDMENTS AS A HARP IS WITH ITS STRINGS. FOR THIS REASON, I BLESS HIS GODLY MIND, RECOGNIZING ITS VIRTUE AND PERFECTION, AND THE WAY HE LIVES IN ALTOGETHER GODLY COMPOSURE, FREE FROM FITFULNESS AND ANGER.
2
SINCE YOU ARE CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT OF TRUTH, FLEE FROM SCHISM AND FALSE DOCTRINE. WHERE THE SHEPHERD IS, THERE FOLLOW LIKE SHEEP. FOR THERE ARE MANY SPECIOUS WOLVES WHO, BY MEANS OF WICKED [SEXUAL] PLEASURES, CAPTURE THOSE WHO RUN GOD’S [SEXLESS] RACE. IN THE FACE OF YOUR UNITY, HOWEVER, THEY WILL NOT HAVE A CHANCE.
3
KEEP AWAY FROM BAD PASTURAGE. JESUS CHRIST DOES NOT CULTIVATE IT SINCE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] DID NOT PLANT IT. NOT THAT I FOUND SCHISM AMONG YOU—RATHER HAD YOU BEEN SIFTED. AS MANY AS ARE GOD’S AND JESUS CHRIST’S, THEY ARE ON THE BISHOP’S SIDE; AND AS MANY AS REPENT AND ENTER THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH, THEY SHALL BE GOD’S, AND THUS THEY SHALL LIVE IN JESUS CHRIST’S WAY. MAKE NO MISTAKE, MY BROTHERS, IF ANYONE JOINS A SCHISMATIC, HE WILL NOT INHERIT GOD’S KINGDOM. IF ANYONE WALKS IN THE WAY OF HERESY, HE IS OUT OF SYMPATHY WITH THE [SEXLESS] PASSION.
4
BE CAREFUL, THEN, TO OBSERVE A SINGLE EUCHARIST. FOR THERE IS ONE FLESH OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, AND ONE CUP OF HIS BLOOD THAT MAKES US ONE, AND ONE ALTAR, JUST AS THERE IS ONE BISHOP ALONG WITH THE PRESBYTERY AND THE DEACONS, MY FELLOW SLAVES. IN THAT WAY WHATEVER YOU DO IS IN LINE WITH GOD’S WILL.
5
MY BROTHERS, IN MY ABOUNDING [SEXLESSLY] LOVE FOR YOU I AM OVERJOYED TO PUT YOU ON YOUR GUARD—THOUGH IT IS NOT I, BUT JESUS CHRIST. BEING A PRISONER FOR HIS CAUSE MAKES ME THE MORE FEARFUL THAT I AM STILL FAR FROM BEING PERFECT. YET YOUR PRAYERS TO GOD WILL MAKE ME PERFECT SO THAT I MAY GAIN THAT FATE WHICH I HAVE MERCIFULLY BEEN ALLOTTED, BY TAKING REFUGE IN THE “GOSPEL,” AS IN JESUS’ FLESH, AND IN THE “APOSTLES,” AS IN THE PRESBYTERY OF THE CHURCH. AND THE “PROPHETS,” LET US [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEM TOO, BECAUSE THEY ANTICIPATED THE GOSPEL IN THEIR PREACHING AND HOPED FOR AND AWAITED HIM, AND WERE SAVED BY BELIEVING ON HIM. THUS, THEY WERE IN JESUS CHRIST’S UNITY. SAINTS THEY WERE, AND WE SHOULD [SEXLESSLY] LOVE AND ADMIRE THEM, SEEING THAT JESUS CHRIST VOUCHED FOR THEM AND THEY FORM A REAL PART OF THE GOSPEL OF OUR COMMON HOPE.
6
NOW, IF ANYONE PREACHES JUDAISM TO YOU, PAY NO ATTENTION TO HIM. FOR IT IS BETTER TO HEAR ABOUT CHRISTIANITY FROM ONE, OF THE CIRCUMCISION THAN JUDAISM FROM A GENTILE. IF BOTH, MOREOVER, FAIL TO TALK ABOUT JESUS CHRIST, THEY ARE TO ME TOMBSTONES AND GRAVES OF THE DEAD, ON WHICH ONLY HUMAN NAMES ARE INSCRIBED. FLEE, THEN, THE WICKED TRICKS AND SNARES OF THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD, LEST HIS SUGGESTIONS WEAR YOU DOWN, AND YOU WAVER IN YOUR [DIVINE] LOVE. RATHER, MEET TOGETHER, ALL OF YOU, WITH A SINGLE HEART. I THANK MY GOD THAT IN MY RELATIONS WITH YOU I HAVE NOTHING TO BE ASHAMED OF. NO ONE CAN BRAG SECRETLY OR OPENLY THAT I WAS THE SLIGHTEST BURDEN TO ANYONE. I TRUST, TOO, THAT NONE OF THOSE I TALKED TO WILL NEED TO TAKE WHAT I SAY AS A CRITICISM OF THEM.
7
SOME THERE MAY BE WHO WANTED IN A HUMAN WAY TO MISLEAD ME, BUT THE SPIRIT IS NOT MISLED, SEEING IT COMES FROM GOD. FOR “IT KNOWS WHENCE IT COMES AND WHITHER IT GOES,” AND EXPOSES WHAT IS SECRET. WHEN I WAS WITH YOU I CRIED OUT, RAISING MY VOICE—IT WAS GOD’S VOICE—“PAY HEED TO THE BISHOP, THE PRESBYTERY, AND THE DEACONS.” SOME, IT IS TRUE, SUSPECTED THAT I SPOKE THUS BECAUSE I HAD BEEN TOLD IN ADVANCE THAT SOME OF YOU WERE SCHISMATICS. BUT I SWEAR BY HIM FOR WHOSE CAUSE, I AM A PRISONER, THAT FROM NO HUMAN CHANNELS DID I LEARN THIS. IT WAS THE SPIRIT THAT KEPT ON PREACHING IN THESE WORDS: “DO NOTHING APART FROM THE BISHOP; KEEP YOUR BODIES AS IF THEY WERE GOD’S TEMPLE; VALUE UNITY; FLEE SCHISM; IMITATE JESUS CHRIST AS HE IMITATED HIS FATHER [STEPHEN].” 
8
I, THEN, WAS DOING ALL I COULD, AS A MAN UTTERLY DEVOTED TO UNITY. WHERE THERE IS SCHISM AND BAD FEELING, GOD HAS NO PLACE. THE LORD FORGIVES ALL WHO REPENT—IF, THAT IS, THEIR REPENTANCE BRINGS THEM INTO GOD’S UNITY AND TO THE BISHOP’S COUNCIL. I PUT MY CONFIDENCE IN THE GRACE OF JESUS CHRIST. HE WILL RELEASE YOU FROM ALL YOUR CHAINS. I URGE YOU, DO NOT DO THINGS IN CLIQUES, BUT ACT AS CHRIST’S DISCIPLES. WHEN I HEARD SOME PEOPLE SAYING, “IF I DON’T FIND IT IN THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS, I DON’T BELIEVE IT IN THE GOSPEL,” I ANSWERED THEM, “BUT IT IS WRITTEN THERE.” THEY RETORTED, “THAT’S JUST THE QUESTION.” TO MY MIND IT IS JESUS CHRIST WHO IS THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS. THE INVIOLABLE ARCHIVES ARE HIS CROSS AND DEATH AND HIS RESURRECTION AND THE FAITH THAT CAME BY HIM. IT IS BY THESE THINGS AND THROUGH YOUR PRAYERS THAT I WANT TO BE JUSTIFIED.
9
PRIESTS ARE A FINE THING, BUT BETTER STILL IS THE HIGH PRIEST WHO WAS ENTRUSTED WITH THE HOLY OF HOLIES. HE ALONE WAS ENTRUSTED WITH GOD’S [TOP] SECRETS. HE IS THE DOOR TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THROUGH IT THERE ENTER ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, THE PROPHETS AND APOSTLES AND THE CHURCH. ALL THESE FIND THEIR PLACE IN GOD’S UNITY. BUT THERE IS SOMETHING SPECIAL ABOUT THE GOSPEL—I MEAN THE COMING OF THE SAVIOR, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, HIS [SEXLESS] PASSION AND RESURRECTION. THE BELOVED PROPHETS ANNOUNCED HIS COMING; BUT THE GOSPEL IS THE CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT FOREVER. ALL THESE THINGS, TAKEN TOGETHER, HAVE THEIR VALUE, PROVIDED YOU HOLD THE FAITH IN [SEXLESS] LOVE.
10
THANKS TO YOUR PRAYERS AND TO THE [SEXLESS] LOVE THAT YOU HAVE FOR ME IN CHRIST JESUS, NEWS HAS REACHED ME THAT THE CHURCH AT ANTIOCH IN SYRIA IS AT PEACE. CONSEQUENTLY, IT WOULD BE A NICE THING FOR YOU, AS A CHURCH OF GOD, TO ELECT A DEACON TO GO THERE ON A MISSION, AS GOD’S REPRESENTATIVE, AND AT A FORMAL SERVICE TO CONGRATULATE THEM AND GLORIFY THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. HE WHO IS PRIVILEGED TO PERFORM SUCH A MINISTRY WILL ENJOY THE BLESSING OF JESUS CHRIST, AND YOU TOO WILL WIN GLORY. IF YOU REALLY WANT TO DO THIS FOR GOD’S HONOR, IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE, JUST AS SOME OF THE CHURCHES IN THE VICINITY HAVE ALREADY SENT BISHOPS; OTHERS PRESBYTERS AND DEACONS.
11
NOW ABOUT PHILO, THE DEACON FROM CILICIA. HE IS WELL SPOKEN OF AND RIGHT NOW HE IS HELPING ME IN GOD’S CAUSE, ALONG WITH RHEUS AGATHOPUS—A CHOICE PERSON—WHO FOLLOWED ME FROM SYRIA AND SO HAS SAID GOOD-BYE TO THIS PRESENT LIFE. THEY SPEAK WELL OF YOU, AND I THANK GOD ON YOUR ACCOUNT THAT YOU WELCOMED THEM, AS THE LORD DOES YOU. I HOPE THAT THOSE WHO SLIGHTED THEM WILL BE REDEEMED BY JESUS CHRIST’S GRACE. THE BROTHERS IN TROAS SEND THEIR [SEXLESS] LOVE AND GREETINGS. IT IS FROM THERE THAT I AM SENDING THIS LETTER TO YOU BY BURRHUS. THE EPHESIANS AND SMYRNAEANS HAVE DONE ME THE HONOR OF SENDING HIM TO BE WITH ME. THEY IN TURN WILL BE HONORED BY JESUS CHRIST, ON WHOM THEY HAVE SET THEIR HOPE WITH BODY, SOUL, SPIRIT, FAITH, [SEXLESS] LOVE, AND A SINGLE MIND. FAREWELL IN CHRIST JESUS, OUR COMMON HOPE.
THE EPISTLE OF IGNATIUS TO THE SMYRNAEANS
1
I EXTOL JESUS CHRIST, THE GOD WHO HAS GRANTED YOU SUCH WISDOM. FOR I DETECTED THAT YOU WERE FITTED OUT WITH AN UNSHAKABLE FAITH, BEING NAILED, AS IT WERE, BODY AND SOUL TO THE CROSS OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND BEING ROOTED IN [SEXLESS] LOVE BY THE BLOOD OF CHRIST. REGARDING OUR LORD, YOU ARE ABSOLUTELY CONVINCED THAT ON THE HUMAN SIDE HE WAS ACTUALLY SPRUNG FROM DAVID’S LINE, SON OF GOD ACCORDING TO GOD’S WILL AND POWER, ACTUALLY BORN OF A VIRGIN, BAPTIZED BY JOHN, THAT “ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS MIGHT BE FULFILLED BY HIM,” AND ACTUALLY CRUCIFIED FOR US IN THE FLESH, UNDER PONTIUS PILATE AND HEROD THE TETRARCH. (WE ARE PART OF HIS FRUIT WHICH GREW OUT OF HIS MOST BLESSED [SEXLESS] PASSION.) AND THUS, BY HIS RESURRECTION, HE RAISED A STANDARD TO RALLY HIS SAINTS AND FAITHFUL FOREVER—WHETHER JEWS OR GENTILES—IN ONE BODY OF HIS CHURCH.
2
FOR IT WAS FOR OUR SAKES THAT HE SUFFERED ALL THIS, TO SAVE US. AND HE GENUINELY SUFFERED, AS EVEN HE GENUINELY RAISED HIMSELF. IT IS NOT AS SOME UNBELIEVERS SAY, THAT HIS [SEXLESS] PASSION WAS A SHAM. IT’S THEY WHO ARE A SHAM! YES, AND THEIR FATE WILL FIT THEIR FANCIES—THEY WILL BE GHOSTS AND APPARITIONS.
3
FOR MYSELF, I AM CONVINCED AND BELIEVE THAT EVEN AFTER THE RESURRECTION HE WAS IN THE FLESH. INDEED, WHEN HE CAME TO PETER AND HIS FRIENDS, HE SAID TO THEM, “TAKE HOLD OF ME, TOUCH ME AND SEE THAT I AM NOT A BODILESS GHOST.” AND THEY AT ONCE TOUCHED HIM AND WERE CONVINCED, CLUTCHING HIS BODY AND HIS VERY BREATH. FOR THIS REASON, THEY DESPISED DEATH ITSELF, AND PROVED ITS VICTORS. MOREOVER, AFTER THE RESURRECTION HE ATE AND DRANK WITH THEM AS A REAL HUMAN BEING, ALTHOUGH IN SPIRIT HE WAS UNITED WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN].
4
I URGE THESE THINGS ON YOU, MY FRIENDS, ALTHOUGH I AM WELL AWARE THAT YOU AGREE WITH ME. BUT I WARN YOU IN ADVANCE AGAINST WILD BEASTS IN HUMAN SHAPES. YOU MUST NOT ONLY REFUSE TO RECEIVE THEM, BUT IF POSSIBLE, YOU MUST AVOID MEETING THEM. JUST PRAY FOR THEM THAT THEY MAY SOMEHOW REPENT, HARD AS THAT IS. YET JESUS CHRIST, OUR GENUINE LIFE, HAS THE POWER TO BRING IT ABOUT. IF WHAT OUR LORD DID IS A SHAM, SO IS MY BEING IN CHAINS. WHY, THEN, HAVE I GIVEN MYSELF UP COMPLETELY, TO DEATH, FIRE, SWORD, AND WILD BEASTS? FOR THE SIMPLE REASON THAT NEAR THE SWORD MEANS NEAR GOD. TO BE WITH WILD BEASTS MEANS TO BE WITH GOD. BUT IT MUST ALL BE IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. TO SHARE IN HIS [SEXLESS] PASSION I GO THROUGH EVERYTHING, FOR HE WHO BECAME THE PERFECT MAN GIVES ME THE STRENGTH.
5
YET IN THEIR IGNORANCE SOME DENY HIM—OR RATHER HAVE BEEN DENIED BY HIM, SINCE THEY ADVOCATE DEATH RATHER THAN THE TRUTH. THE PROPHETS AND THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES HAVE FAILED TO CONVINCE THEM—NAY, TO THIS VERY DAY THE GOSPEL AND THE SUFFERINGS OF EACH ONE OF US HAVE ALSO FAILED, FOR THEY CLASS OUR SUFFERINGS WITH CHRIST’S. WHAT GOOD DOES ANYONE DO ME BY PRAISING ME AND THEN REVILING MY LORD BY REFUSING TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HE CARRIED AROUND LIVE FLESH? HE WHO DENIES THIS HAS COMPLETELY DISAVOWED HIM AND CARRIES A CORPSE AROUND. THE NAMES OF THESE PEOPLE, SEEING THEY ARE UNBELIEVERS, I AM NOT GOING TO WRITE DOWN. NO, FAR BE IT FROM ME EVEN TO RECALL THEM UNTIL THEY REPENT AND ACKNOWLEDGE THE [SEXLESS] PASSION, WHICH MEANS OUR RESURRECTION.
6
LET NO ONE BE MISLED: HEAVENLY BEINGS, THE SPLENDOR OF ANGELS, AND PRINCIPALITIES, VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, IF THEY FAIL TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST’S BLOOD, THEY TOO ARE DOOMED. “LET HIM ACCEPT IT WHO CAN.” LET NO ONE’S POSITION SWELL HIS HEAD, FOR FAITH AND [SEXLESS] LOVE, ARE EVERYTHING—THERE IS NOTHING PREFERABLE TO THEM. PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO THOSE WHO HAVE WRONG NOTIONS ABOUT THE GRACE OF JESUS CHRIST, WHICH HAS COME TO US, AND NOTE HOW AT VARIANCE THEY ARE WITH GOD’S MIND. THEY CARE NOTHING ABOUT [SEXLESS] LOVE: THEY HAVE NO CONCERN FOR WIDOWS OR ORPHANS, FOR THE OPPRESSED, FOR THOSE IN PRISON OR RELEASED, FOR THE HUNGRY OR THE THIRSTY.
7
THEY HOLD ALOOF FROM THE EUCHARIST AND FROM SERVICES OF PRAYER, BECAUSE THEY REFUSE TO ADMIT THAT THE EUCHARIST IS THE FLESH OF OUR SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, WHICH SUFFERED FOR OUR [SEXUAL] SINS AND WHICH, IN HIS GOODNESS, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] RAISED. CONSEQUENTLY, THOSE WHO WRANGLE AND DISPUTE GOD’S GIFT FACE DEATH. THEY WOULD HAVE DONE BETTER TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE AND SO SHARE IN THE RESURRECTION. THE RIGHT THING TO DO, THEN, IS TO AVOID SUCH PEOPLE AND TO TALK ABOUT THEM NEITHER IN PRIVATE NOR IN PUBLIC. RATHER PAY ATTENTION TO THE PROPHETS AND ABOVE ALL TO THE GOSPEL. THERE WE GET A CLEAR PICTURE OF THE [SEXLESS] PASSION AND SEE THAT THE RESURRECTION HAS REALLY HAPPENED.
8
FLEE FROM SCHISM AS THE SOURCE OF MISCHIEF. YOU SHOULD ALL FOLLOW THE BISHOP AS JESUS CHRIST DID THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. FOLLOW, TOO, THE PRESBYTERY AS YOU WOULD THE APOSTLES; AND RESPECT THE DEACONS AS YOU WOULD GOD’S [SEXLESS] LAW. NOBODY MUST DO ANYTHING THAT HAS TO DO WITH THE CHURCH WITHOUT THE BISHOP’S APPROVAL. YOU SHOULD REGARD THAT EUCHARIST AS VALID WHICH IS CELEBRATED EITHER BY THE BISHOP OR BY SOMEONE HE AUTHORIZES. WHERE THE BISHOP IS PRESENT, THERE LET THE CONGREGATION GATHER, JUST AS WHERE JESUS CHRIST IS, THERE IS THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. WITHOUT THE BISHOP’S SUPERVISION, NO BAPTISMS OR [SEXLESS] LOVE FEASTS ARE PERMITTED. ON THE OTHER HAND, WHATEVER HE APPROVES PLEASES GOD AS WELL. IN THAT WAY EVERYTHING YOU DO WILL BE ON THE SAFE SIDE AND VALID.
9
IT IS WELL FOR US TO COME TO OUR SENSES AT LAST, WHILE WE STILL HAVE A CHANCE TO REPENT AND TURN TO GOD. IT IS A FINE THING TO ACKNOWLEDGE GOD AND THE BISHOP. HE WHO PAYS THE BISHOP HONOR HAS BEEN HONORED BY GOD. BUT HE WHO ACTS WITHOUT THE BISHOP’S KNOWLEDGE IS IN THE DEVIL’S SERVICE. BY GOD’S GRACE MAY YOU HAVE AN ABUNDANCE OF EVERYTHING! YOU DESERVE IT. YOU HAVE BROUGHT ME NO END OF COMFORT; MAY JESUS CHRIST DO THE SAME FOR YOU! WHETHER I WAS ABSENT OR PRESENT, YOU GAVE ME YOUR [SEXLESS] LOVE. MAY GOD REQUITE YOU! IF FOR HIS SAKE YOU ENDURE EVERYTHING, YOU WILL GET TO HIM.
10
IT WAS GOOD OF YOU TO WELCOME PHILO AND RHEUS AGATHOPUS AS DEACONS OF THE CHRIST GOD. THEY ACCOMPANIED ME IN GOD’S CAUSE, AND THEY THANK THE LORD ON YOUR BEHALF THAT YOU PROVIDED THEM EVERY COMFORT. I CAN ASSURE YOU YOU WILL LOSE NOTHING BY IT. PRISONER AS I AM, I AM GIVING MY LIFE FOR YOU—NOT THAT IT’S WORTH MUCH! YOU DID NOT SCORN MY CHAINS AND WERE NOT ASHAMED OF THEM. NEITHER WILL JESUS CHRIST BE ASHAMED OF YOU. YOU CAN TRUST HIM IMPLICITLY! YOUR PRAYERS HAVE REACHED OUT AS FAR AS THE CHURCH AT ANTIOCH IN SYRIA. FROM THERE I HAVE COME, CHAINED WITH THESE MAGNIFICENT CHAINS, AND I SEND YOU ALL GREETINGS. I DO NOT, OF COURSE, DESERVE TO BE A MEMBER OF THAT CHURCH, SEEING I AM THE LEAST AMONG THEM. YET IT WAS WILL TO GIVE ME THE PRIVILEGE—NOT, INDEED, FOR ANYTHING I HAD DONE OF MY OWN ACCORD, BUT BY HIS GRACE. OH, I WANT THAT GRACE TO BE GIVEN ME IN FULL MEASURE, THAT BY YOUR PRAYERS I MAY GET TO GOD! WELL, THEN, SO THAT YOUR OWN [SEXLESS] CONDUCT MAY BE PERFECT ON EARTH AND IN HEAVEN, IT IS RIGHT THAT YOUR CHURCH SHOULD HONOR GOD BY SENDING A DELEGATE IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] TO GO TO SYRIA AND TO CONGRATULATE THEM ON BEING AT PEACE, ON RECOVERING THEIR ORIGINAL NUMBERS, AND ON HAVING THEIR OWN CORPORATE LIFE RESTORED TO THEM. TO MY MIND THAT IS WHAT GOD WOULD WANT YOU TO DO: TO SEND ONE OF YOUR NUMBER WITH A LETTER, AND THUS JOIN WITH THEM IN EXTOLLING THE CALM WHICH GOD HAS GRANTED THEM, AND THE FACT THAT THEY HAVE ALREADY REACHED A HAVEN, THANKS TO YOUR PRAYERS. SEEING, YOU ARE PERFECT, YOUR [SEXLESS] INTENTIONS MUST BE PERFECT AS WELL. INDEED, IF YOU WANT TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT, GOD STANDS READY TO GIVE YOU HIS HELP.
12
THE BROTHERS IN TROAS SEND THEIR [SEXLESS] LOVE TO YOU. FROM THERE I AM SENDING THIS LETTER TO YOU BY BURRHUS. YOU JOINED WITH YOUR EPHESIAN BROTHERS IN SENDING HIM TO BE WITH ME, AND HE HAS ALTOGETHER RAISED MY SPIRITS. I WISH EVERYONE WOULD BE LIKE HIM, SINCE HE IS A MODEL OF WHAT GOD’S MINISTRY SHOULD BE. GOD’S GRACE WILL REPAY HIM FOR ALL HE HAS DONE FOR ME. GREETINGS TO YOUR BISHOP (HE IS SUCH A CREDIT TO GOD!), AND TO YOUR SPLENDID PRESBYTERY AND TO MY FELLOW SLAVES THE DEACONS, AND TO YOU ALL, EVERY ONE OF YOU, IN JESUS CHRIST’S NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], IN HIS FLESH AND BLOOD, IN HIS [SEXLESS] PASSION AND RESURRECTION, BOTH BODILY AND SPIRITUAL, AND IN UNITY—BOTH GOD’S AND YOURS. GRACE BE YOURS, AND MERCY, PEACE, AND ENDURANCE, FOREVER.
13
GREETINGS TO THE FAMILIES OF MY BROTHERS, ALONG WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, AND TO THE VIRGINS ENROLLED WITH THE WIDOWS. I BID YOU FAREWELL IN THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] POWER. PHILO, WHO IS WITH ME, SENDS YOU GREETINGS. GREETINGS TO TAVIA’S FAMILY. I WANT HER TO BE FIRMLY AND THOROUGHLY GROUNDED IN FAITH AND [SEXLESS] LOVE. GREETINGS TO ALCE, WHO MEANS A GREAT DEAL TO ME, AND TO THE INIMITABLE DAPHNUS AND TO EUTECNUS AND TO EACH ONE OF YOU. FAREWELL IN GOD’S GRACE.
THE EPISTLE OF IGNATIUS TO POLYCARP
1 
WHILE I WAS IMPRESSED WITH YOUR GODLY MIND, WHICH IS FIXED, AS IT WERE, ON AN IMMOVABLE ROCK, I AM MORE THAN GRATEFUL THAT I WAS GRANTED THE SIGHT OF YOUR HOLY FACE. GOD GRANT I MAY NEVER FORGET IT! BY THE GRACE WHICH YOU HAVE PUT ON, I URGE YOU TO PRESS FORWARD IN YOUR RACE AND TO URGE EVERYBODY TO BE SAVED. VINDICATE YOUR POSITION BY GIVING YOUR WHOLE ATTENTION TO ITS MATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL SIDES. MAKE UNITY YOUR CONCERN—THERE IS NOTHING BETTER THAN THAT. LEND EVERYBODY A HAND, AS THE LORD DOES YOU. “OUT OF [SEXLESS] LOVE BE PATIENT” WITH EVERYONE, AS INDEED YOU ARE. DEVOTE YOURSELF TO CONTINUAL PRAYER. ASK FOR INCREASING INSIGHT. BE EVER ON THE WATCH BY KEEPING YOUR SPIRIT ALERT. TAKE A PERSONAL INTEREST IN THOSE YOU TALK TO, JUST AS GOD DOES. “BEAR THE DISEASES” OF EVERYONE, LIKE AN ATHLETE IN PERFECT FORM. THE GREATER THE TOIL, THE GREATER THE GAIN.
2
IT IS NO CREDIT TO YOU IF YOU ARE FOND OF GOOD PUPILS. RATHER BY YOUR GENTLENESS SUBDUE THOSE WHO ARE ANNOYING. NOT EVERY WOUND IS HEALED BY THE SAME PLASTER. RELIEVE SPASMS OF PAIN WITH POULTICES. IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES, BE “WISE AS A SERPENT,” AND PERPETUALLY “HARMLESS AS A DOVE.” THE REASON YOU HAVE A BODY AS WELL AS A SOUL IS THAT YOU MAY WIN THE FAVOR OF THE VISIBLE WORLD. BUT ASK THAT YOU MAY HAVE REVELATIONS OF WHAT IS UNSEEN. IN THAT WAY YOU WILL LACK NOTHING AND HAVE AN ABUNDANCE OF EVERY GIFT. JUST AS PILOTS DEMAND WINDS AND A STORM-TOSSED SAILOR A HARBOR, SO TIMES LIKE THESE, DEMAND A PERSON LIKE YOU. WITH YOUR HELP WE WILL GET TO GOD. AS GOD’S [SEXLESS] ATHLETE, BE SOBER. THE PRIZE, AS YOU VERY WELL KNOW, IS IMMORTALITY AND ETERNAL LIFE. BOUND AS I AM WITH CHAINS THAT YOU KISSED, I GIVE MY WHOLE SELF FOR YOU—CHEAP SACRIFICE THOUGH IT IS!
3
YOU MUST NOT BE PANIC-STRICKEN BY THOSE WHO HAVE AN AIR OF CREDIBILITY BUT WHO TEACH HERESY. STAND YOUR GROUND LIKE AN ANVIL UNDER THE HAMMER. A GREAT ATHLETE MUST SUFFER BLOWS TO CONQUER. AND ESPECIALLY FOR GOD’S SAKE MUST WE PUT UP WITH EVERYTHING, SO THAT HE WILL PUT UP WITH US. SHOW MORE ENTHUSIASM THAN YOU DO. MARK THE TIMES. BE ON THE ALERT FOR HIM WHO IS ABOVE TIME, THE TIMELESS, THE UNSEEN, THE ONE WHO BECAME VISIBLE FOR OUR SAKES, WHO WAS BEYOND [SEXLESS] TOUCH AND [SEXLESS] PASSION, YET WHO FOR OUR SAKES BECAME SUBJECT TO SUFFERING, AND ENDURED EVERYTHING FOR US.
4
WIDOWS MUST NOT BE NEGLECTED. AFTER THE LORD YOU MUST BE THEIR PROTECTOR. DO NOT LET ANYTHING BE DONE WITHOUT YOUR CONSENT; AND DO NOT DO ANYTHING WITHOUT GOD’S, AS INDEED YOU DO NOT. STAND FIRM. HOLD SERVICES MORE OFTEN. SEEK OUT EVERYBODY BY NAME. DO NOT TREAT SLAVES AND SLAVE GIRLS CONTEMPTUOUSLY. NEITHER MUST THEY GROW [SEXUALLY] INSOLENT. BUT FOR GOD’S GLORY THEY MUST GIVE MORE DEVOTED SERVICE, SO THAT THEY MAY OBTAIN FROM GOD A BETTER FREEDOM. MOREOVER, THEY MUST NOT BE OVERANXIOUS TO GAIN THEIR FREEDOM AT THE COMMUNITY’S EXPENSE, LEST THEY PROVE TO BE SLAVES OF SELFISH [SEXUAL] PASSION.
THE EPISTLE OF POLYCARP TO THE PHILIPPIANS
1:1 I REJOICED WITH YOU GREATLY IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, FOR THAT YE RECEIVED THE FOLLOWERS OF THE TRUE [SEXLESS] LOVE AND ESCORTED THEM ON THEIR WAY, AS BEFITTED YOU--THOSE MEN ENCIRCLED IN SAINTLY BONDS WHICH ARE THE DIADEMS OF THEM THAT BE TRULY CHOSEN OF GOD AND OUR LORD; 1:2 AND THAT THE STEADFAST ROOT OF YOUR FAITH WHICH WAS FAMED FROM PRIMITIVE TIMES ABIDETH UNTIL NOW AND BEARETH FRUIT UNTO OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO ENDURED TO FACE EVEN DEATH FOR OUR [SEXUAL] SINS, WHOM GOD RAISED, HAVING LOOSED THE PANGS OF HADES; ON WHOM, 1:3 THOUGH YE SAW HIM NOT, YE BELIEVE WITH JOY UNUTTERABLE AND FULL OF GLORY; UNTO WHICH JOY MANY [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO ENTER IN; FORASMUCH AS YE KNOW THAT IT IS BY GRACE YE ARE SAVED, NOT OF WORKS, BUT BY THE WILL OF GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST.

2:1 WHEREFORE GIRD UP YOUR LOINS AND SERVE GOD IN FEAR AND TRUTH, FORSAKING THE VAIN AND EMPTY TALKING AND THE [SEXUAL] ERROR OF THE MANY, FOR THAT YE HAVE BELIEVED ON HIM THAT RAISED OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST FROM THE DEAD AND GAVE UNTO HIM GLORY AND A THRONE ON HIS RIGHT HAND; UNTO WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE SUBJECT THAT ARE IN HEAVEN AND THAT ARE ON THE EARTH; TO WHOM EVERY CREATURE THAT HATH BREATH DOETH SERVICE; WHO COMETH AS JUDGE OF QUICK AND DEAD; WHOSE BLOOD GOD WILL REQUIRE OF THEM THAT ARE DISOBEDIENT UNTO HIM. 2:2 NOW HE THAT RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD WILL RAISE US ALSO; IF WE DO HIS WILL AND WALK IN HIS COMMANDMENTS AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE THINGS WHICH HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED, ABSTAINING FROM ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, COVETOUSNESS, [SEXUAL] LOVE OF MONEY, EVIL SPEAKING, FALSE WITNESS; NOT RENDERING EVIL FOR EVIL OR RAILING FOR RAILING OR BLOW FOR BLOW OR CURSING FOR CURSING; 2:3 BUT REMEMBERING THE WORDS WHICH THE LORD SPAKE, AS HE TAUGHT: "JUDGE NOT THAT YE BE NOT JUDGED. FORGIVE, AND IT SHALL BE FORGIVEN TO YOU. HAVE MERCY THAT YE MAY RECEIVE MERCY. WITH WHAT MEASURE YE METE, IT SHALL BE MEASURED TO YOU AGAIN;" AND AGAIN "BLESSED ARE THE POOR AND THEY THAT ARE PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD."
3:1 THESE THINGS, BRETHREN, I WRITE UNTO YOU CONCERNING RIGHTEOUSNESS, NOT BECAUSE I LAID THIS CHARGE UPON MYSELF, BUT BECAUSE YE INVITED ME. 3:2 FOR NEITHER AM I, NOR IS ANY OTHER LIKE UNTO ME, ABLE TO FOLLOW THE WISDOM OF THE BLESSED AND GLORIOUS PAUL, WHO WHEN HE CAME AMONG YOU TAUGHT FACE TO FACE WITH THE MEN OF THAT DAY THE WORD WHICH CONCERNETH TRUTH CAREFULLY AND SURELY; WHO ALSO, WHEN HE WAS ABSENT, WROTE A LETTER UNTO YOU, INTO THE WHICH IF YE LOOK DILIGENTLY, YE SHALL BE ABLE TO BE BUILDED UP UNTO THE FAITH GIVEN TO YOU, 3:3 WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF US ALL, WHILE HOPE FOLLOWETH AFTER AND [SEXLESS] LOVE GOETH BEFORE [SEXLESS] LOVE TOWARD GOD AND CHRIST AND TOWARD OUR NEIGHBOR. FOR IF ANY MAN BE OCCUPIED WITH THESE, HE HATH FULFILLED THE COMMANDMENT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; FOR HE THAT HATH [SEXLESS] LOVE IS FAR FROM ALL [SEXUAL] SIN.
4:1 BUT THE [SEXUAL] LOVE OF MONEY IS THE BEGINNING OF ALL TROUBLES. KNOWING THEREFORE THAT WE BROUGHT NOTHING INTO THE WORLD NEITHER CAN WE CARRY ANYTHING OUT, LET US ARM OURSELVES WITH THE ARMOR OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND LET US TEACH OURSELVES FIRST TO WALK IN THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD; 4:2 AND THEN OUR WIVES ALSO, TO WALK IN THE FAITH THAT HATH BEEN GIVEN UNTO THEM AND IN [SEXLESS] LOVE AND PURITY, CHERISHING THEIR OWN HUSBANDS IN ALL TRUTH AND LOVING ALL MEN EQUALLY IN ALL CHASTITY, AND TO TRAIN THEIR CHILDREN IN THE TRAINING OF THE FEAR OF GOD. 4:3 OUR WIDOWS MUST BE SOBER-MINDED AS TOUCHING THE FAITH OF THE LORD, MAKING INTERCESSION WITHOUT CEASING FOR ALL MEN, ABSTAINING FROM ALL CALUMNY, EVIL SPEAKING, FALSE WITNESS, [SEXUAL] LOVE OF MONEY, AND EVERY EVIL THING, KNOWING THAT THEY ARE GOD'S ALTAR, AND THAT ALL SACRIFICES ARE CAREFULLY INSPECTED, AND NOTHING ESCAPETH HIM EITHER OF THEIR [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS OR [SEXLESS] INTENTS OR ANY OF THE [TOP] SECRET THINGS OF THE HEART.
5:1 KNOWING THEN THAT GOD IS NOT MOCKED, WE OUGHT TO WALK WORTHILY OF HIS COMMANDMENT AND HIS GLORY. 5:2 IN LIKE MANNER DEACONS SHOULD BE BLAMELESS IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AS DEACONS OF GOD AND CHRIST AND NOT OF MEN; NOT CALUMNIATORS, NOT DOUBLE-TONGUED, NOT [SEXUAL] OVERS OF MONEY, TEMPERATE IN ALL THINGS, COMPASSIONATE, DILIGENT, WALKING ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH OF THE LORD WHO BECAME A MINISTER (DEACON) OF ALL. FOR IF WE BE WELL PLEASING UNTO HIM IN THIS PRESENT WORLD, WE SHALL RECEIVE THE FUTURE WORLD ALSO, ACCORDING AS HE PROMISED US TO RAISE US FROM THE DEAD, AND THAT IF WE [SEXLESSLY] CONDUCT OURSELVES WORTHILY OF HIM, WE SHALL ALSO REIGN WITH HIM, IF INDEED WE HAVE FAITH. 5:3 IN LIKE MANNER ALSO THE YOUNGER MEN MUST BE BLAMELESS IN ALL THINGS, CARING FOR PURITY BEFORE EVERYTHING AND CURBING THEMSELVES FROM EVERY EVIL. FOR IT IS A GOOD THING TO REFRAIN FROM [SEXUAL] LUSTS IN THE WORLD, FOR EVERY [SEXUAL] LUST WARRETH AGAINST THE SPIRIT, AND NEITHER WHOREMONGERS NOR EFFEMINATE PERSONS NOR DEFILERS OF THEMSELVES WITH MEN SHALL INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD, NEITHER THEY THAT DO UNTOWARD THINGS. WHEREFORE IT IS RIGHT TO ABSTAIN FROM ALL THESE THINGS, SUBMITTING YOURSELVES TO THE PRESBYTERS AND DEACONS AS TO GOD AND CHRIST. THE VIRGINS MUST WALK IN A BLAMELESS AND PURE CONSCIENCE.
6:1 AND THE PRESBYTERS ALSO MUST BE COMPASSIONATE, MERCIFUL TOWARDS ALL MEN, TURNING BACK THE SHEEP THAT ARE GONE ASTRAY, VISITING ALL THE INFIRM, NOT NEGLECTING A WIDOW OR AN ORPHAN OR A POOR MAN: BUT PROVIDING ALWAYS FOR THAT WHICH IS HONORABLE IN THE SIGHT OF GOD AND OF MEN, ABSTAINING FROM ALL ANGER, RESPECT OF PERSONS, UNRIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT, BEING FAR FROM ALL LOVE OF MONEY, NOT QUICK TO BELIEVE ANYTHING AGAINST ANY MAN, NOT HASTY IN JUDGMENT, KNOWING THAT WE ALL ARE DEBTORS OF [SEXUAL] SIN. 6:2 IF THEN WE ENTREAT THE LORD THAT HE WOULD FORGIVE US, WE ALSO OUGHT TO FORGIVE: FOR WE ARE BEFORE THE EYES OF OUR LORD AND GOD, AND WE MUST ALL STAND AT THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF CHRIST, AND EACH MAN MUST GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF. 6:3 LET US THEREFORE SO SERVE HIM WITH FEAR AND ALL REVERENCE, AS HE HIMSELF GAVE COMMANDMENT AND THE APOSTLES WHO PREACHED THE GOSPEL TO US AND THE PROPHETS WHO PROCLAIMED BEFOREHAND THE COMING OF OUR LORD; BEING ZEALOUS AS TOUCHING THAT WHICH IS GOOD, ABSTAINING FROM [SEXUAL] OFFENSES AND FROM THE FALSE BRETHREN AND FROM THEM THAT BEAR THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN HYPOCRISY, WHO LEAD FOOLISH MEN ASTRAY.
7:1 FOR EVERY ONE WHO SHALL NOT CONFESS THAT JESUS CHRIST IS COME IN THE FLESH, IS ANTICHRIST: AND WHOSOEVER SHALL NOT CONFESS THE TESTIMONY OF THE CROSS, IS OF THE DEVIL; AND WHOSOEVER SHALL PERVERT THE ORACLES OF THE LORD TO HIS OWN [SEXUAL] LUSTS AND SAY THAT THERE IS NEITHER RESURRECTION NOR JUDGMENT, THAT MAN IS THE FIRSTBORN OF SATAN. 7:2 WHEREFORE LET US FORSAKE THE VAIN DOING OF THE MANY AND THEIR FALSE TEACHINGS, AND TURN UNTO THE WORD WHICH WAS DELIVERED UNTO US FROM THE BEGINNING, BEING SOBER UNTO PRAYER AND CONSTANT IN FASTING’S, ENTREATING THE ALL-SEEING GOD WITH SUPPLICATIONS THAT HE BRING US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, ACCORDING AS THE LORD SAID, THE SPIRIT IS INDEED WILLING, BUT THE FLESH IS WEAK.
8:1 LET US THEREFORE WITHOUT CEASING HOLD FAST BY OUR HOPE AND BY THE EARNEST OF OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHICH IS JESUS CHRIST WHO TOOK UP OUR [SEXUAL] SINS IN HIS OWN BODY UPON THE TREE, WHO DID NO [SEXUAL] SIN, NEITHER WAS GUILE FOUND IN HIS MOUTH, BUT FOR OUR SAKES HE ENDURED ALL THINGS, THAT WE MIGHT LIVE IN HIM. 8:2 LET US THEREFORE BECOME IMITATORS OF HIS ENDURANCE; AND IF WE SHOULD SUFFER FOR HIS NAME'S SAKE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], LET US GLORIFY HIM. FOR HE GAVE THIS EXAMPLE TO US IN HIS OWN PERSON, AND WE BELIEVED THIS.
9:1 I EXHORT YOU ALL THEREFORE TO BE OBEDIENT UNTO THE WORD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TO PRACTICE ALL ENDURANCE, WHICH ALSO YE SAW WITH YOUR OWN EYES IN THE BLESSED IGNATIUS AND ZOSIMUS AND RUFUS, YEA AND IN OTHERS ALSO WHO CAME FROM AMONG YOURSELVES, AS WELL AS IN PAUL HIMSELF AND THE REST OF THE APOSTLES; 9:2 BEING PERSUADED THAT ALL THESE RAN NOT IN VAIN BUT IN FAITH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THAT THEY ARE IN THEIR DUE PLACE IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, WITH WHOM ALSO THEY SUFFERED. FOR THEY [SEXUALLY] LOVED NOT THE PRESENT WORLD, BUT HIM THAT DIED FOR OUR SAKES AND WAS RAISED BY GOD FOR US.
10:1 STAND FAST THEREFORE IN THESE THINGS AND FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF THE LORD, BEING FIRM IN THE FAITH AND IMMOVABLE, IN [SEXLESS] LOVE OF THE BROTHERHOOD KINDLY [SEXLESSLY] AFFECTIONED ONE TO ANOTHER, PARTNERS WITH THE TRUTH, FORESTALLING ONE ANOTHER IN THE GENTLENESS OF THE LORD, DESPISING NO MAN. 10:2 WHEN YE ARE ABLE TO DO GOOD, DEFER IT NOT, FOR PITIFULNESS DELIVERETH FROM DEATH. BE YE ALL SUBJECT ONE TO ANOTHER, HAVING YOUR CONVERSATION UNBLAMABLE AMONG THE GENTILES, THAT YOUR GOOD WORKS BOTH YE MAY RECEIVE PRAISE AND THE LORD MAY NOT BE BLASPHEMED IN YOU. 10:3 BUT WOE TO HIM THROUGH WHOM THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BE BLASPHEMED. THEREFORE, TEACH ALL MEN SOBERNESS, IN WHICH YE YOURSELVES ALSO WALK.
11:1 I WAS EXCEEDINGLY GRIEVED FOR VALENS, WHO AFORETIME WAS A PRESBYTER AMONG YOU, BECAUSE HE IS SO IGNORANT OF THE OFFICE WHICH WAS GIVEN UNTO HIM. I WARN YOU THEREFORE THAT YE REFRAIN FROM COVETOUSNESS, AND THAT YE BE PURE AND TRUTHFUL. REFRAIN FROM ALL EVIL. 11:2 BUT HE WHO CANNOT GOVERN HIMSELF IN THESE THINGS, HOW DOTH HE, ENJOIN THIS UPON ANOTHER? IF A MAN, REFRAIN NOT FROM COVETOUSNESS, HE SHALL BE DEFILED BY IDOLATRY, AND SHALL BE JUDGED AS ONE OF THE GENTILES WHO KNOW NOT THE JUDGMENT OF THE LORD, NAY, KNOW WE NOT, THAT THE SAINTS SHALL JUDGE THE WORLD, AS PAUL TEACHETH? 11:3 BUT I HAVE NOT FOUND ANY SUCH THING IN YOU, NEITHER HAVE HEARD THEREOF, AMONG WHOM THE BLESSED PAUL LABORED, WHO WERE HIS LETTERS IN THE BEGINNING. FOR HE BOASTETH OF YOU IN ALL THOSE CHURCHES WHICH ALONE AT THAT TIME KNEW GOD; FOR WE KNEW HIM NOT AS YET. 11:4 THEREFORE I AM EXCEEDINGLY GRIEVED FOR HIM AND FOR HIS WIFE, UNTO WHOM MAY THE LORD GRANT TRUE REPENTANCE. BE YE THEREFORE YOURSELVES ALSO SOBER HEREIN, AND HOLD NOT SUCH AS ENEMIES BUT RESTORE THEM AS FRAIL AND ERRING MEMBERS, THAT YE MAY SAVE THE WHOLE BODY OF YOU. FOR SO DOING, YE DO EDIFY ONE ANOTHER.
12:1 FOR I AM PERSUADED THAT YE ARE WELL TRAINED IN THE SACRED WRITINGS, AND NOTHING IS HIDDEN FROM YOU. BUT TO MYSELF THIS IS NOT GRANTED. ONLY, AS IT IS SAID IN THESE [HOLY] SCRIPTURES, "BE YE [RIGHTEOUSLY] ANGRY AND [SEXUALLY] SIN NOT," AND "LET NOT THE SUN SET ON YOUR WRATH." BLESSED IS HE THAT REMEMBERETH THIS; AND I TRUST THAT THIS IS IN YOU. 12:2 NOW MAY THE GOD AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND THE ETERNAL HIGH-PRIEST HIMSELF THE SON OF GOD JESUS CHRIST, BUILD YOU UP IN FAITH AND TRUTH, AND IN ALL GENTLENESS AND IN ALL AVOIDANCE OF WRATH AND IN FORBEARANCE AND LONG SUFFERING AND IN PATIENT ENDURANCE AND IN PURITY; AND MAY HE GRANT UNTO YOU A LOT AND PORTION AMONG HIS SAINTS, AND TO US WITH YOU, AND TO ALL THAT ARE UNDER HEAVEN, WHO SHALL BELIEVE ON OUR LORD AND GOD JESUS CHRIST AND ON HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] THAT RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD. 12:3 PRAY FOR ALL THE SAINTS. PRAY ALSO FOR KINGS AND POWERS AND PRINCES AND FOR THEM THAT PERSECUTE AND HATE YOU AND FOR THE ENEMIES OF THE CROSS, THAT YOUR FRUIT MAY BE MANIFEST AMONG ALL MEN, THAT YE MAY BE PERFECT IN HIM.
13:1 YE WROTE TO ME, BOTH YE YOURSELVES AND IGNATIUS, ASKING THAT IF ANY ONE SHOULD GO TO SYRIA, HE MIGHT CARRY THITHER THE LETTERS FROM YOU. AND THIS I WILL DO, IF I GET A FIT OPPORTUNITY, EITHER I MYSELF, OR HE WHOM I SHALL SEND TO BE AMBASSADOR ON YOUR BEHALF ALSO. 13:2 THE LETTERS OF IGNATIUS WHICH WERE SENT TO US BY HIM, AND OTHERS AS MANY AS WE HAD BY US, WE SEND UNTO YOU, ACCORDING AS YE GAVE CHARGE; THE WHICH ARE SUBJOINED TO THIS LETTER; FROM WHICH YE WILL BE ABLE TO GAIN GREAT ADVANTAGE. FOR THEY COMPRISE FAITH AND ENDURANCE AND EVERY KIND OF EDIFICATION, WHICH PERTAINETH UNTO OUR LORD. MOREOVER, CONCERNING IGNATIUS HIMSELF AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, IF YE HAVE ANY SURE TIDINGS, CERTIFY US.
14:1 I WRITE THESE THINGS TO YOU BY CRESCENS, WHOM I COMMENDED TO YOU RECENTLY AND NOW COMMEND UNTO YOU: FOR HE HATH WALKED BLAMELESSLY WITH US; AND I BELIEVE ALSO WITH YOU IN LIKE MANNER. BUT YE SHALL HAVE HIS SISTER COMMENDED, WHEN SHE SHALL COME TO YOU. FARE YE WELL IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IN GRACE, YE AND ALL YOURS. AMEN.
THE SHEPHERD OF HERMAS
1ST VISION: AGAINST FILTHY AND PROUD [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS, AND THE CARELESSNESS OF HERMAS IN CHASTISING HIS SONS
CHAPTER I
HE WHO HAD BROUGHT ME UP, SOLD ME TO ONE RHODE IN ROME. MANY YEARS AFTER THIS I RECOGNIZED HER, AND I BEGAN TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HER AS A SISTER. SOME TIME AFTER, I SAW HER BATHE IN THE RIVER TIBER; AND I GAVE HER MY HAND, AND DREW HER OUT OF THE RIVER. THE SIGHT OF HER BEAUTY MADE ME [SEXUALLY] THINK WITH MYSELF, "I SHOULD BE A HAPPY MAN IF I COULD BUT GET A WIFE AS HANDSOME AND GOOD AS SHE IS." THIS WAS THE ONLY THOUGHT THAT PASSED THROUGH ME: THIS AND NOTHING MORE. A SHORT TIME AFTER THIS, AS I WAS WALKING ON MY ROAD TO THE VILLAGES, AND MAGNIFYING THE CREATURES OF GOD, AND [SEXLESSLY] THINKING HOW MAGNIFICENT, AND BEAUTIFUL, AND POWERFUL THEY ARE, I FELL ASLEEP. AND THE SPIRIT CARRIED ME AWAY, AND TOOK ME THROUGH A PATHLESS PLACE, THROUGH WHICH A MAN COULD NOT TRAVEL, FOR IT WAS SITUATED IN THE MIDST OF ROCKS; IT WAS RUGGED AND IMPASSIBLE ON ACCOUNT OF WATER. HAVING PASSED OVER THIS RIVER, I CAME TO A PLAIN. I THEN BENT DOWN ON MY KNEES, AND BEGAN TO PRAY TO THE LORD AND TO CONFESS MY [SEXUAL] SINS. AND AS I PRAYED, THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED, AND I SEE THE WOMAN WHOM I HAD [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED SALUTING ME FROM THE SKY, AND SAYING, "HAIL, HERMAS!" AND LOOKING UP TO HER, I SAID, "LADY, WHAT DOEST THOU HERE?" AND SHE ANSWERED ME, "I HAVE BEEN TAKEN UP HERE TO ACCUSE YOU OF YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS BEFORE THE LORD." "LADY," SAID I, "ARE YOU TO BE THE SUBJECT OF MY ACCUSATION?" "NO," SAID SHE; "BUT HEAR THE WORDS WHICH I AM GOING TO SPEAK TO YOU. GOD, WHO DWELLS IN THE HEAVENS, AND MADE OUT OF NOTHING THE THINGS THAT EXIST, AND MULTIPLIED AND INCREASED THEM ON ACCOUNT OF HIS HOLY CHURCH, IS ANGRY WITH YOU FOR HAVING [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST ME." I ANSWERED HER, "LADY, HAVE I [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST YOU? HOW? OR WHEN SPOKE I AN UNSEEMLY WORD TO YOU? DID I NOT ALWAYS [SEXLESSLY] THINK OF YOU AS A LADY? DID I NOT ALWAYS RESPECT YOU AS A SISTER? WHY DO YOU FALSELY ACCUSE ME OF THIS WICKEDNESS AND IMPURITY?" WITH A SMILE SHE REPLIED TO ME, "THE [SEXUAL] DESIRE OF WICKEDNESS AROSE WITHIN YOUR HEART. IS IT NOT YOUR OPINION THAT A RIGHTEOUS MAN COMMITS [SEXUAL] SIN WHEN AN EVIL [SEXUAL] DESIRE ARISES IN HIS HEART? THERE IS [SEXUAL] SIN IN SUCH A CASE, AND THE [SEXUAL] SIN IS GREAT," SAID SHE; "FOR THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN SHOULD BE RIGHTEOUS. FOR BY [SEXLESSLY] THINKING RIGHTEOUSLY HIS [SEXLESS] CHARACTER IS ESTABLISHED IN THE HEAVENS, AND HE HAS THE LORD MERCIFUL TO HIM IN EVERY BUSINESS. BUT THOSE WHO ENTERTAIN WICKED [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS IN THEIR MINDS ARE BRINGING UPON THEMSELVES DEATH AND CAPTIVITY; AND ESPECIALLY IS THIS THE CASE WITH THOSE WHO SET THEIR [SEXUAL] AFFECTIONS ON THIS WORLD, AND GLORY IN THEIR RICHES, AND LOOK NOT FORWARD TO THE BLESSINGS OF THE LIFE TO COME. FOR MANY WILL THEIR REGRETS BE; FOR THEY HAVE NO HOPE, BUT HAVE DESPAIRED OF THEMSELVES AND THEIR LIFE. BUT DO THOU PRAY TO GOD, AND HE WILL HEAL THY [NON-SEXUAL] SINS, AND THE [NON-SEXUAL] SINS OF THY WHOLE HOUSE, AND OF ALL THE SAINTS." 
CHAPTER 2
AFTER SHE HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, THE HEAVENS WERE SHUT. I WAS OVERWHELMED WITH SORROW AND FEAR, AND SAID TO MYSELF, "IF THIS [SEXUAL] SIN IS ASSIGNED TO ME, HOW CAN I BE SAVED, OR HOW SHALL I PROPITIATE GOD IN REGARD TO MY [SEXUAL] SINS, WHICH ARE OF THE GROSSEST [SEXUAL] CHARACTER? WITH WHAT WORDS SHALL I ASK THE LORD TO BE MERCIFUL TO ME? WHILE I WAS [SEXLESSLY] THINKING OVER THESE THINGS, AND DISCUSSING THEM IN MY MIND, I SAW OPPOSITE TO ME A CHAIR, WHITE, MADE OF WHITE WOOL, OF GREAT SIZE. AND THERE CAME UP AN OLD WOMAN, ARRAYED IN A SPLENDID ROBE, AND WITH A BOOK IN HER HAND; AND SHE SAT DOWN ALONE, AND SALUTED ME, "HAIL, HERMAS!" AND IN SADNESS AND TEARS I SAID TO HER, "LADY, HAIL!" AND SHE SAID TO ME, "WHY ARE YOU DOWNCAST, HERMAS? FOR YOU WERE WONT TO BE PATIENT AND TEMPERATE, AND ALWAYS SMILING. WHY ARE YOU SO GLOOMY, AND NOT CHEERFUL? I ANSWERED HER AND SAID, "O LADY, I HAVE BEEN REPROACHED BY A VERY GOOD WOMAN, WHO SAYS THAT I [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST HER." AND SHE SAID, "FAR BE SUCH A DEED FROM A SERVANT OF GOD. BUT PERHAPS A [SEXUAL] DESIRE AFTER HER HAS ARISEN WITHIN YOUR HEART. SUCH A WISH, IN THE CASE OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD, PRODUCES [SEXUAL] SIN. FOR IT IS A WICKED AND HORRIBLE WISH IN AN ALL-CHASTE AND ALREADY WELL-TRIED SPIRIT TO [SEXUAL] DESIRE AN EVIL DEED; AND ESPECIALLY FOR HERMAS SO TO DO, WHO KEEPS HIMSELF FROM ALL WICKED [SEXUAL] DESIRE, AND IS FULL OF ALL SIMPLICITY, AND OF GREAT GUILELESSNESS. 
CHAPTER 3
"BUT GOD IS NOT ANGRY WITH YOU ON ACCOUNT OF THIS, BUT THAT YOU MAY CONVERT YOUR HOUSE, WHICH HAVE COMMITTED INIQUITY AGAINST THE LORD, AND AGAINST YOU, THEIR PARENTS. AND ALTHOUGH YOU [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOUR SONS, YET DID YOU NOT WARN YOUR HOUSE, BUT PERMITTED THEM TO BE TERRIBLY [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED. ON THIS ACCOUNT IS THE LORD ANGRY WITH YOU, BUT HE WILL HEAL ALL THE EVILS WHICH HAVE BEEN DONE IN YOUR HOUSE. FOR, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS AND INIQUITIES, YOU HAVE BEEN DESTROYED BY THE AFFAIRS OF THIS WORLD. BUT NOW THE MERCY OF THE LORD HAS TAKEN PITY ON YOU AND YOUR HOUSE, AND WILL STRENGTHEN YOU, AND ESTABLISH YOU IN HIS GLORY. ONLY BE NOT EASY-MINDED, BUT BE OF GOOD COURAGE AND COMFORT YOUR HOUSE. FOR AS A SMITH HAMMERS OUT HIS WORK, AND ACCOMPLISHES WHATEVER HE WISHES," SO SHALL RIGHTEOUS DAILY SPEECH OVERCOME ALL INIQUITY. CEASE NOT THEREFORE TO ADMONISH YOUR SONS; FOR I KNOW THAT, IF THEY WILL REPENT WITH ALL THEIR HEART, THEY WILL BE ENROLLED IN THE BOOKS OF LIFE WITH THE SAINTS." HAVING ENDED THESE WORDS, SHE SAID TO ME, "DO YOU WISH TO HEAR ME READ?" I SAY TO HER, "LADY, I DO." "LISTEN THEN, AND GIVE EAR TO THE GLORIES OF GOD." AND THEN I HEARD FROM HER, MAGNIFICENTLY AND ADMIRABLY, THINGS WHICH MY MEMORY COULD NOT RETAIN. FOR ALL THE WORDS WERE TERRIBLE, SUCH AS MAN COULD NOT ENDURE. THE LAST WORDS, HOWEVER, I DID REMEMBER; FOR THEY WERE USEFUL TO US, AND GENTLE. "LO, THE GOD OF POWERS, WHO BY HIS INVISIBLE STRONG POWER AND GREAT WISDOM HAS CREATED THE WORLD, AND BY HIS GLORIOUS [SEXLESS] COUNSEL HAS SURROUNDED HIS CREATION WITH BEAUTY, AND BY HIS STRONG WORD HAS FIXED THE HEAVENS AND LAID THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH UPON THE WATERS, AND BY HIS OWN WISDOM AND PROVIDENCE HAS CREATED HIS HOLY CHURCH, WHICH HE HAS BLESSED, LO! HE REMOVES THE HEAVENS AND THE MOUNTAINS, THE HILLS AND THE SEAS, AND ALL THINGS BECOME PLAIN TO HIS ELECT, THAT HE MAY BESTOW ON THEM THE BLESSING WHICH HE HAS PROMISED THEM, WITH MUCH GLORY AND JOY, IF ONLY THEY SHALL KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD WHICH THEY HAVE RECEIVED IN GREAT FAITH." 
CHAPTER 4
WHEN SHE HAD ENDED HER READING, SHE ROSE FROM THE CHAIR, AND FOUR YOUNG MEN CAME AND CARRIED OFF THE CHAIR AND WENT AWAY TO THE EAST. AND SHE CALLED ME TO HERSELF AND TOUCHED MY BREAST, AND SAID TO ME," HAVE YOU BEEN PLEASED WITH MY READING?" AND I SAY TO HER, "LADY, THE LAST WORDS PLEASE ME, BUT THE FIRST ARE CRUEL AND HARSH." THEN SHE SAID TO ME, "THE LAST ARE FOR THE RIGHTEOUS: THE FIRST ARE FOR HEATHENS AND APOSTATES." AND WHILE SHE SPOKE TO ME, TWO MEN APPEARED AND RAISED HER ON THEIR SHOULDERS, AND THEY WENT TO WHERE THE CHAIR WAS IN THE EAST. WITH JOYFUL COUNTENANCE DID SHE DEPART; AND AS SHE WENT, SHE SAID TO ME, "BEHAVE LIKE A MAN, HERMAS." 
2ND VISION: AGAIN, OF HIS NEGLECT IN CHASTISING HIS TALKATIVE WIFE AND HIS [SEXUALLY] LUSTFUL SONS, AND OF HIS [SEXLESS] CHARACTER.
CHAPTER 1
AS I WAS GOING TO THE COUNTRY ABOUT THE SAME TIME AS ON THE PREVIOUS YEAR, IN MY WALK I RECALLED TO MEMORY THE VISION OF THAT YEAR. AND AGAIN, THE SPIRIT CARRIED ME AWAY, AND TOOK ME TO THE SAME PLACE WHERE I HAD BEEN THE YEAR BEFORE. ON COMING TO THAT PLACE, I BOWED MY KNEES AND BEGAN TO PRAY TO THE LORD, AND TO GLORIFY HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], BECAUSE HE HAD DEEMED ME WORTHY, AND HAD MADE KNOWN TO ME MY FORMER [SEXUAL] SINS. ON RISING FROM PRAYER, I SEE OPPOSITE ME THAT OLD WOMAN, WHOM I HAD SEEN THE YEAR BEFORE, WALKING AND READING SOME BOOK. AND SHE SAYS TO ME, "CAN YOU CARRY A REPORT OF THESE THINGS TO THE ELECT OF GOD?" I SAY TO HER, "LADY, SO MUCH I CANNOT RETAIN IN MY MEMORY, BUT GIVE ME THE BOOK AND I SHALL TRANSCRIBE IT." "TAKE IT," SAYS SHE, "AND YOU WILL GIVE IT BACK TO ME." THEREUPON I TOOK IT, AND GOING AWAY INTO A CERTAIN PART OF THE COUNTRY, I TRANSCRIBED THE WHOLE OF IT LETTER BY LETTER; BUT THE SYLLABLES OF IT I DID NOT CATCH. NO SOONER, HOWEVER, HAD I FINISHED THE WRITING OF THE BOOK, THEN ALL OF A SUDDEN IT WAS SNATCHED FROM MY HANDS; BUT WHO THE PERSON WAS THAT SNATCHED IT, I SAW NOT. 
CHAPTER 2
FIFTEEN DAYS AFTER, WHEN I HAD FASTED AND PRAYED MUCH TO THE LORD, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE WRITING WAS REVEALED TO ME. NOW THE WRITING WAS TO THIS EFFECT: "YOUR SEED, O HERMAS, HAS [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST GOD, AND THEY HAVE BLASPHEMED AGAINST THE LORD, AND IN THEIR GREAT WICKEDNESS THEY HAVE BETRAYED THEIR PARENTS. AND THEY PASSED AS TRAITORS OF THEIR PARENTS, AND BY THEIR TREACHERY DID THEY NOT REAP PROFIT. AND EVEN NOW THEY HAVE ADDED TO THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, [SEXUAL] LUSTS AND INIQUITOUS [SEXUAL] POLLUTIONS, AND THUS THEIR INIQUITIES HAVE, BEEN FILLED UP. BUT MAKE KNOWN THESE WORDS TO ALL YOUR CHILDREN, AND TO YOUR WIFE, WHO IS TO BE YOUR SISTER. FOR SHE DOES NOT RESTRAIN HER TONGUE, WITH WHICH SHE COMMITS INIQUITY; BUT, ON HEARING THESE WORDS, SHE WILL CONTROL HERSELF, AND WILL OBTAIN MERCY. FOR AFTER YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO THEM THESE WORDS WHICH MY LORD HAS COMMANDED ME TO REVEAL TO YOU, THEN SHALL THEY BE FORGIVEN ALL THE [NON-SEXUAL] SINS WHICH IN FORMER TIMES THEY COMMITTED, AND FORGIVENESS WILL BE GRANTED TO ALL THE SAINTS WHO HAVE [NON-SEXUALLY] SINNED EVEN TO THE PRESENT DAY, IF THEY REPENT WITH ALL THEIR HEART, AND DRIVE ALL DOUBTS FROM THEIR MINDS. FOR THE LORD HAS SWORN BY HIS GLORY, IN REGARD TO HIS ELECT, THAT IF ANY ONE OF THEM [SEXUALLY] SIN AFTER A CERTAIN DAY WHICH HAS BEEN FIXED, HE SHALL NOT BE SAVED. FOR THE REPENTANCE OF THE RIGHTEOUS HAS LIMITS. FILLED UP ARE THE DAYS OF REPENTANCE TO ALL THE SAINTS; BUT TO THE HEATHEN, REPENTANCE WILL BE POSSIBLE EVEN TO THE LAST DAY. YOU WILL TELL, THEREFORE, THOSE WHO PRESIDE OVER THE CHURCH, TO DIRECT THEIR WAYS IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT THEY MAY RECEIVE IN FULL THE PROMISES WITH GREAT GLORY. STAND STEADFAST, THEREFORE, YE WHO WORK RIGHTEOUS, NESS, AND DOUBT NOT, THAT YOUR PASSAGE MAY BE WITH THE HOLY ANGELS. HAPPY YE WHO ENDURE THE GREAT TRIBULATION THAT IS COMING ON, AND HAPPY THEY WHO SHALL NOT DENY THEIR OWN LIFE. FOR THE LORD HATH SWORN BY HIS SON, THAT THOSE WHO DENIED THEIR LORD HAVE ABANDONED THEIR LIFE IN DESPAIR, FOR EVEN NOW THESE ARE TO DENY HIM IN THE DAYS THAT ARE COMING. TO THOSE WHO DENIED IN EARLIER TIMES, GOD BECAME GRACIOUS, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS EXCEEDING TENDER MERCY. 
CHAPTER 3
"BUT AS FOR YOU, HERMAS, REMEMBER NOT THE WRONGS DONE TO YOU BY YOUR CHILDREN, NOR NEGLECT YOUR SISTER, THAT THEY MAY BE CLEANSED FROM THEIR FORMER [SEXUAL] SINS. FOR THEY WILL BE INSTRUCTED WITH RIGHTEOUS INSTRUCTION, IF YOU REMEMBER NOT THE WRONGS, THEY HAVE DONE YOU. FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF WRONGS WORKETH DEATH. AND YOU, HENNA, HAVE ENDURED GREAT PERSONAL TRIBULATIONS ON ACCOUNT OF THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF YOUR HOUSE, BECAUSE YOU DID NOT ATTEND TO THEM, BUT WERE CARELESS AND ENGAGED IN YOUR WICKED TRANSACTIONS. BUT YOU ARE SAVED, BECAUSE YOU DID NOT DEPART FROM THE LIVING GOD, AND ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR SIMPLICITY AND GREAT SELF-CONTROL. THESE HAVE SAVED YOU, IF YOU REMAIN STEADFAST. AND THEY WILL SAVE ALL WHO ACT IN THE SAME MANNER, AND WALK IN GUILELESSNESS AND SIMPLICITY. THOSE WHO POSSESS SUCH VIRTUES WILL WAX STRONG AGAINST EVERY FORM OF WICKEDNESS, AND WILL ABIDE UNTO ETERNAL LIFE. BLESSED ARE ALL THEY WHO PRACTICE RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR THEY SHALL NEVER BE DESTROYED. NOW YOU WILL TELL MAXIMUS: LO! TRIBULATION COMETH ON. IF IT SEEMETH GOOD TO THEE, DENY AGAIN. THE LORD IS NEAR TO THEM WHO RETURN UNTO HIM, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN ELDAD AND MODAT, WHO PROPHESIED TO THE PEOPLE IN THE WILDERNESS." 
CHAPTER 4
NOW A REVELATION WAS GIVEN TO ME, MY BRETHREN, WHILE I SLEPT, BY A YOUNG MAN OF COMELY APPEARANCE, WHO SAID TO ME, "WHO DO YOU [SEXLESSLY] THINK THAT [THE] OLD WOMAN IS FROM WHOM YOU RECEIVED THE BOOK?" AND I SAID, "THE SIBYL." "YOU ARE IN A [SEXUAL] MISTAKE," SAYS HE; "IT IS NOT THE SIBYL." "WHO IS IT THEN?" SAY I. AND HE SAID, "IT IS THE CHURCH." AND I SAID TO HIM, "WHY THEN IS SHE AN OLD WOMAN? "BECAUSE," SAID HE, "SHE WAS CREATED FIRST OF ALL. ON THIS ACCOUNT IS SHE OLD. AND FOR HER SAKE WAS THE WORLD MADE." AFTER THAT I SAW A VISION IN MY HOUSE, AND THAT OLD WOMAN CAME AND ASKED ME, IF I HAD YET GIVEN THE BOOK TO THE PRESBYTERS. AND I SAID THAT I HAD NOT. AND THEN SHE SAID, "YOU HAVE DONE WELL FOR I HAVE SOME WORDS TO ADD. BUT WHEN I FINISH ALL THE WORDS, ALL THE ELECT WILL THEN BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THEM THROUGH YOU. YOU WILL WRITE THEREFORE TWO BOOKS, AND YOU WILL SEND THE ONE TO CLEMENS AND THE OTHER TO GRAPTE. AND CLEMENS WILL SEND HIS TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES, FOR PERMISSION HAS BEEN GRANTED TO HIM TO DO SO. AND GRAPTE WILL ADMONISH THE WIDOWS AND THE ORPHANS. BUT YOU WILL READ THE WORDS IN THIS CITY, ALONG WITH THE PRESBYTERS WHO PRESIDE OVER THE CHURCH. 
3RD VISION: CONCERNING THE BUILDING OF THE TRIUMPHANT CHURCH, AND THE VARIOUS 
CLASSES OF REPROBATE MEN.
CHAPTER 1
THE VISION WHICH I SAW, MY BRETHREN, WAS OF THE FOLLOWING [DIVINE] NATURE. HAVING FASTED FREQUENTLY, AND HAVING PRAYED TO THE LORD THAT HE WOULD SHOW ME THE REVELATION WHICH HE PROMISED TO SHOW ME THROUGH THAT OLD WOMAN, THE SAME NIGHT THAT OLD WOMAN APPEARED TO ME, AND SAID TO ME, "SINCE YOU ARE SO ANXIOUS AND EAGER TO KNOW ALL THINGS, GO INTO THE PART OF THE COUNTRY WHERE YOU TARRY; AND ABOUT THE FIFTH HOUR I SHALL APPEAR UNTO YOU, AND SHOW YOU ALL THAT YOU OUGHT TO SEE." I ASKED HER, SAYING "LADY, INTO WHAT PART OF THE COUNTRY AM I TO GO?" AND SHE SAID, "INTO ANY PART YOU WISH." THEN I CHOSE A SPOT WHICH WAS SUITABLE, AND RETIRED. BEFORE, HOWEVER, I BEGAN TO SPEAK AND TO MENTION THE PLACE, SHE SAID TO ME, "I WILL COME WHERE YOU WISH." ACCORDINGLY, I WENT TO THE COUNTRY, AND COUNTED THE HOURS, AND REACHED THE PLACE WHERE I, HAD PROMISED TO MEET HER. AND I SEE AN IVORY SEAT READY PLACED, AND ON IT A LINEN CUSHION, AND ABOVE THE LINEN CUSHION WAS SPREAD A COVERING OF FINE LINEN. SEEING THESE LAID OUT, AND YET NO ONE IN THE PLACE, I BEGAN TO FEEL AWE, AND AS IT WERE A TREMBLING SEIZED HOLD OF ME, AND MY HAIR STOOD ON END, AND AS IT WERE A HORROR CAME UPON ME WHEN I SAW THAT I WAS ALL ALONE. BUT ON COMING BACK TO MYSELF AND CALLING TO MIND THE GLORY OF GOD, I TOOK COURAGE, BENT MY KNEES, AND AGAIN CONFESSED MY [SEXUAL] SINS TO GOD AS I HAD DONE BEFORE. WHEREUPON THE OLD WOMAN APPROACHED, ACCOMPANIED BY SIX YOUNG MEN WHOM I HAD ALSO SEEN BEFORE; AND SHE STOOD BEHIND ME, AND LISTENED TO ME, AS I PRAYED AND CONFESSED MY [SEXUAL] SINS TO THE LORD. AND TOUCHING ME SHE SAID, "HERMAS, CEASE PRAYING CONTINUALLY FOR YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS; PRAY FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT YOU MAY 13 HAVE A PORTION OF IT IMMEDIATELY IN YOUR HOUSE." ON THIS, SHE TOOK ME UP BY THE HAND, AND BROUGHT ME TO THE SEAT, AND SAID TO THE YOUNG MEN, "GO AND BUILD." WHEN THE YOUNG MEN HAD GONE AND WE WERE ALONE, SHE SAID TO ME, "SIT HERE." I SAY TO HER, "LADY, 'PERMIT MY ELDERS TO BE SEATED FIRST." "DO WHAT I BID YOU," SAID SHE; "SIT DOWN." WHEN I WOULD HAVE SAT DOWN ON HER RIGHT, SHE DID NOT PERMIT ME, BUT WITH HER HAND BECKONED TO ME TO SIT DOWN ON THE LEFT. WHILE I WAS [SEXLESSLY] THINKING ABOUT THIS, AND FEELING VEXED THAT SHE DID NOT LET ME SIT ON THE RIGHT, SHE SAID, "ARE YOU VEXED, HERMAS? THE PLACE TO THE RIGHT IS FOR OTHERS WHO HAVE ALREADY PLEASED GOD, AND HAVE SUFFERED FOR HIS NAME'S SAKE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; AND YOU HAVE YET MUCH TO ACCOMPLISH BEFORE YOU CAN SIT WITH THEM. BUT ABIDE AS YOU NOW DO IN YOUR SIMPLICITY, AND YOU WILL SIT WITH THEM, AND WITH ALL WHO DO THEIR [SEXLESS] DEEDS AND BEAR WHAT THEY HAVE BORNE." 
CHAPTER 2
"WHAT HAVE THEY BORNE?" SAID I. "LISTEN," SAID SHE: "SCOURGES, PRISONS, GREAT TRIBULATIONS, CROSSES, WILD BEASTS, FOR GOD’S NAME'S SAKE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. ON THIS ACCOUNT IS ASSIGNED TO THEM THE DIVISION OF SANCTIFICATION ON THE RIGHT HAND, AND TO EVERY ONE WHO SHALL SUFFER FOR GOD’S NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: TO THE REST IS ASSIGNED THE DIVISION ON THE LEFT. BUT BOTH FOR THOSE WHO SIT ON THE RIGHT, AND THOSE WHO SIT ON THE LEFT, THERE ARE THE SAME GIFTS AND PROMISES; ONLY THOSE SIT ON THE RIGHT, AND HAVE SOME GLORY. YOU THEN ARE EAGER TO SIT ON THE RIGHT WITH THEM, BUT YOUR SHORTCOMINGS ARE MANY. BUT YOU WILL BE CLEANSED FROM YOUR SHORTCOMINGS; AND ALL WHO ARE NOT GIVEN TO DOUBTS SHALL BE CLEANSED FROM ALL THEIR INIQUITIES UP TILL THIS DAY." SAYING THIS, SHE WISHED TO GO AWAY. BUT FALLING DOWN AT HER FEET, I BEGGED HER BY THE LORD THAT SHE WOULD SHOW ME THE VISION WHICH SHE HAD PROMISED TO SHOW ME. AND THEN SHE AGAIN TOOK HOLD OF ME BY THE HAND, AND RAISED ME, AND MADE ME SIT ON THE SEAT TO THE LEFT; AND LIFTING UP A SPLENDID ROD, SHE SAID TO ME, "DO YOU SEE SOMETHING GREAT?" AND I SAY, "LADY, I SEE NOTHING." SHE SAID TO ME, "LO! DO YOU NOT SEE OPPOSITE TO YOU A GREAT TOWER, BUILT UPON THE WATERS, OF SPLENDID SQUARE STONES?" FOR THE TOWER WAS BUILT SQUARE BY THOSE SIX YOUNG MEN WHO HAD COME WITH HER. BUT MYRIADS OF MEN WERE CARRYING STONES TO IT, SOME DRAGGING THEM FROM THE DEPTHS, OTHERS REMOVING THEM FROM THE LAND, AND THEY HANDED THEM TO THESE SIX YOUNG MEN. THEY WERE TAKING THEM AND BUILDING; AND THOSE. OF THE STONES THAT WERE DRAGGED OUT OF THE DEPTHS, THEY PLACED IN THE BUILDING JUST AS THEY WERE: FOR THEY WERE POLISHED AND FITTED EXACTLY INTO THE OTHER STONES, AND BECAME SO UNITED ONE WITH ANOTHER THAT THE LINES OF JUNCTURE COULD NOT BE PERCEIVED. AND IN THIS WAY THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER LOOKED AS IF IT WERE MADE OUT OF ONE STONE. THOSE STONES, HOWEVER, WHICH WERE TAKEN FROM THE EARTH SUFFERED A DIFFERENT FATE; FOR THE YOUNG MEN REJECTED SOME OF THEM, SOME THEY FITTED INTO THE BUILDING, AND SOME THEY CUT DOWN, AND CAST FAR AWAY FROM THE TOWER. MANY OTHER STONES, HOWEVER, LAY AROUND THE TOWER, AND THE YOUNG MEN DID NOT USE THEM IN BUILDING; FOR SOME OF THEM WERE ROUGH, OTHERS HAD CRACKS IN THEM, OTHERS HAD BEEN MADE TOO SHORT, AND OTHERS WERE WHITE AND ROUND, BUT DID NOT FIT INTO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER. MOREOVER, I SAW OTHER STONES THROWN FAR AWAY FROM THE TOWER, AND FALLING INTO THE PUBLIC ROAD; YET THEY DID NOT REMAIN ON THE ROAD, BUT WERE ROLLED INTO A PATHLESS PLACE. AND I SAW OTHERS FALLING INTO THE FIRE AND BURNING, OTHERS FALLING CLOSE TO THE WATER, AND YET NOT CAPABLE OF BEING ROLLED INTO THE WATER, THOUGH THEY WISHED TO BE ROLLED DOWN, AND TO ENTER THE WATER. 
CHAPTER 3
ON SHOWING ME THESE VISIONS, SHE WISHED TO RETIRE. I SAID TO HER, "WHAT IS THE USE OF MY HAVING SEEN ALL THIS, WHILE I DO NOT KNOW WHAT IT MEANS?" SHE SAID TO ME, "YOU ARE A [SEXLESS] CUNNING FELLOW, WISHING TO KNOW EVERYTHING THAT RELATES TO THE TOWER." "EVEN SO, O LADY," SAID I, "THAT I MAY TELL IT TO MY BRETHREN, THAT, HEARING THIS, THEY MAY KNOW THE LORD IN MUCH GLORY." AND SHE SAID, "MANY INDEED SHALL HEAR, AND HEARING, SOME SHALL BE GLAD, AND SOME SHALL WEEP. BUT EVEN THESE, IF THEY HEAR AND REPENT, SHALL ALSO REJOICE. HEAR, THEN, THE PARABLES OF THE TOWER; FOR I WILL REVEAL ALL TO YOU, AND GIVE ME NO MORE TROUBLE IN REGARD TO REVELATION: FOR THESE REVELATIONS HAVE AN END, FOR THEY HAVE BEEN COMPLETED. BUT YOU WILL NOT CEASE PRAYING FOR REVELATIONS, FOR YOU ARE SHAMELESS. THE TOWER WHICH YOU SEE BUILDING IS MYSELF, THE CHURCH, WHO HAVE APPEARED TO YOU NOW AND ON THE FORMER OCCASION. ASK, THEN, WHATEVER YOU LIKE IN REGARD TO THE TOWER, AND I WILL REVEAL IT TO YOU, THAT YOU MAY REJOICE WITH THE SAINTS." I SAID UNTO HER, "LADY, SINCE YOU HAVE VOUCHSAFED TO REVEAL ALL TO ME THIS ONCE, REVEAL IT." SHE SAID TO ME, "WHATSOEVER OUGHT TO BE REVEALED, WILL BE REVEALED; ONLY LET YOUR HEART BE WITH GOD, AND DOUBT NOT WHATSOEVER YOU SHALL SEE." I ASKED HER, "WHY WAS THE TOWER BUILT UPON THE WATERS, O LADY?" SHE ANSWERED, "I TOLD YOU BEFORE, AND YOU STILL INQUIRE CAREFULLY: THEREFORE, INQUIRING YOU SHALL FIND THE TRUTH. HEAR THEN WHY THE TOWER IS BUILT UPON THE WATERS. IT IS BECAUSE YOUR LIFE HAS BEEN, AND WILL BE, SAVED THROUGH WATER. FOR THE TOWER WAS FOUNDER ON THE WORD OF THE ALMIGHTY AND GLORIOUS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND IT IS KEPT TOGETHER BY THE INVISIBLE POWER OF THE LORD." 
CHAPTER 4
IN REPLY I SAID TO HER, "THIS IS MAGNIFICENT AND MARVELOUS. BUT WHO ARE THE SIX YOUNG MEN WHO ARE ENGAGED IN BUILDING?" AND SHE SAID, "THESE ARE THE HOLY ANGELS OF GOD, WHO WERE FIRST CREATED, AND TO WHOM THE LORD HANDED OVER HIS WHOLE CREATION, THAT THEY MIGHT INCREASE AND BUILD UP AND RULE OVER THE WHOLE CREATION. BY THESE WILL THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER BE FINISHED." "BUT WHO ARE THE OTHER PERSONS WHO ARE ENGAGED IN CARRYING THE STONES?" THESE ALSO ARE HOLY ANGELS OF THE LORD, BUT THE FORMER SIX ARE MORE EXCELLENT THAN THESE. THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER WILL BE FINISHED, AND ALL WILL REJOICE TOGETHER AROUND THE TOWER, AND THEY WILL GLORIFY GOD, BECAUSE THE TOWER IS FINISHED." I ASKED HER, SAYING, "LADY, I SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT BECAME OF THE STONES, AND WHAT WAS MEANT BY THE VARIOUS KINDS OF STONES?" IN REPLY SHE SAID TO ME, "NOT BECAUSE YOU ARE MORE DESERVING THAN ALL OTHERS THAT THIS REVELATION SHOULD BE MADE TO YOU--FOR THERE ARE OTHERS BEFORE YOU, AND BETTER THAN YOU, TO WHOM THESE VISIONS SHOULD HAVE BEEN REVEALED--BUT THAT THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] MAY BE GLORIFIED, HAS THE REVELATION BEEN MADE TO YOU, AND IT WILL BE MADE ON ACCOUNT OF THE DOUBTFUL WHO PONDER IN THEIR HEARTS WHETHER THESE THINGS WILL BE OR NOT. TELL THEM THAT ALL THESE THINGS ARE TRUE, AND THAT NONE OF THEM IS BEYOND THE TRUTH. ALL OF THEM ARE FIRM AND SURE, AND ESTABLISHED ON A STRONG FOUNDATION. 
CHAPTER 5
"HEAR NOW WITH REGARD TO THE STONES WHICH ARE IN THE BUILDING. THOSE SQUARE WHITE STONES WHICH FITTED EXACTLY INTO EACH OTHER, ARE APOSTLES, BISHOPS, TEACHERS, AND DEACONS, WHO HAVE LIVED IN GODLY PURITY, AND HAVE ACTED AS BISHOPS AND TEACHERS AND DEACONS CHASTELY AND REVERENTLY TO THE ELECT OF GOD. SOME OF THEM HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP, AND SOME STILL REMAIN ALIVE. AND THEY HAVE ALWAYS AGREED WITH EACH OTHER, AND BEEN AT PEACE AMONG THEMSELVES, AND LISTENED TO EACH OTHER. ON ACCOUNT OF THIS, THEY JOIN EXACTLY INTO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER." "BUT WHO ARE THE STONES THAT WERE DRAGGED FROM THE DEPTHS, AND WHICH WERE LAID INTO THE BUILDING AND FITTED IN WITH THE REST OF THE STONES PREVIOUSLY PLACED IN THE TOWER?" "THEY ARE THOSE WHO SUFFERED FOR THE LORD'S SAKE." "BUT I WISH TO KNOW, O LADY, WHO ARE THE OTHER STONES WHICH WERE CARRIED FROM THE LAND." "THOSE," SHE SAID, "WHICH GO INTO THE BUILDING WITHOUT BEING POLISHED, ARE THOSE WHOM GOD HAS APPROVED OF, FOR THEY WALKED IN THE STRAIGHT WAYS OF THE LORD AND PRACTICED HIS COMMANDMENTS." "BUT WHO ARE THOSE WHO ARE IN THE ACT OF BEING BROUGHT AND PLACED IN THE BUILDING?" "THEY ARE THOSE WHO ARE YOUNG IN FAITH AND ARE FAITHFUL. BUT THEY ARE ADMONISHED BY THE ANGELS TO DO GOOD, FOR NO INIQUITY HAS BEEN FOUND IN THEM." "WHO THEN ARE THOSE WHOM THEY REJECTED AND CAST AWAY?" "THESE ARE THEY WHO HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, AND WISH TO REPENT. ON THIS ACCOUNT THEY HAVE NOT BEEN THROWN FAR FROM THE TOWER, BECAUSE THEY WILL YET BE USEFUL IN THE BUILDING, IF THEY REPENT. THOSE THEN WHO ARE TO REPENT, IF THEY DO REPENT, WILL BE STRONG IN FAITH, IF THEY NOW REPENT WHILE THE TOWER IS BUILDING. FOR IF THE BUILDING BE FINISHED, THERE WILL NOT BE MORE ROOM FOR ANY ONE, BUT HE WILL BE REJECTED. THIS PRIVILEGE, HOWEVER, WILL BELONG ONLY TO HIM WHO HAS NOW BEEN PLACED NEAR THE TOWER. 
CHAPTER 6
"AS TO THOSE WHO WERE CUT DOWN AND THROWN FAR AWAY FROM THE TOWER, DO YOU WISH TO KNOW WHO THEY ARE? THEY ARE THE SONS OF INIQUITY, AND THEY BELIEVED IN HYPOCRISY, AND WICKEDNESS DID NOT DEPART FROM THEM. FOR THIS REASON, THEY ARE NOT SAVED, SINCE THEY CANNOT BE USED IN THE BUILDING ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR INIQUITIES. WHEREFORE THEY HAVE BEEN CUT OFF AND CAST FAR AWAY ON ACCOUNT OF THE ANGER OF THE LORD, FOR THEY HAVE ROUSED HIM TO ANGER. BUT I SHALL EXPLAIN TO YOU THE OTHER STONES WHICH YOU SAW LYING IN GREAT NUMBERS, AND NOT GOING INTO THE BUILDING. THOSE WHICH ARE ROUGH ARE THOSE WHO HAVE KNOWN THE TRUTH AND NOT REMAINED IN IT, NOR HAVE THEY BEEN JOINED TO THE SAINTS. ON THIS ACCOUNT ARE THEY UNFIT FOR USE." "WHO ARE THOSE THAT HAVE RENTS?" "THESE ARE THEY WHO ARE AT DISCORD IN THEIR HEARTS ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND ARE NOT AT PEACE AMONGST THEMSELVES: THEY INDEED KEEP PEACE BEFORE EACH OTHER, BUT WHEN THEY SEPARATE ONE FROM THE OTHER, THEIR WICKED [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS REMAIN IN THEIR HEARTS. THESE, THEN, ARE THE RENTS WHICH ARE IN THE STONES. BUT THOSE WHICH ARE SHORTENED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE INDEED BELIEVED, AND HAVE THE LARGER SHARE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; YET THEY HAVE ALSO A CONSIDERABLE SHARE OF INIQUITY, AND THEREFORE THEY ARE SHORTENED AND NOT WHOLE." "BUT WHO ARE THESE, LADY, THAT ARE WHITE AND ROUND, AND YET DO NOT FIT INTO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER?" SHE ANSWERED AND SAID, "HOW LONG WILL YOU BE FOOLISH AND STUPID, AND CONTINUE TO PUT EVERY KIND OF QUESTION AND UNDERSTAND NOTHING? THESE ARE THOSE WHO HAVE FAITH INDEED, BUT THEY HAVE ALSO THE RICHES OF THIS WORLD. WHEN, THEREFORE, TRIBULATION COMES, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR RICHES AND BUSINESS THEY DENY THE LORD." I ANSWERED AND SAID TO HER, "WHEN, THEN, WILL THEY BE USEFUL FOR THE BUILDING, LADY?" WHEN THE RICHES THAT NOW SEDUCE THEM HAVE BEEN CIRCUMSCRIBED, THEN WILL THEY BE OF USE TO GOD. FOR AS A ROUND STONE CANNOT BECOME SQUARE UNLESS PORTIONS BE CUT OFF AND CAST AWAY, SO ALSO THOSE WHO ARE RICH IN THIS WORLD CANNOT BE USEFUL TO THE LORD UNLESS THEIR RICHES BE CUT DOWN. LEARN THIS FIRST FROM YOUR OWN CASE. WHEN YOU WERE RICH, YOU WERE USELESS; BUT NOW YOU ARE USEFUL AND FIT FOR LIFE. BE YE USEFUL TO GOD; FOR YOU ALSO WILL BE USED AS ONE OF THESE STONES. 
CHAPTER 7
"NOW THE OTHER STONES WHICH YOU SAW CAST FAR AWAY FROM THE TOWER, AND FALLING UPON THE PUBLIC ROAD AND ROLLING FROM IT INTO PATHLESS PLACES, ARE THOSE WHO HAVE INDEED BELIEVED, BUT THROUGH DOUBT HAVE ABANDONED THE TRUE ROAD. [SEXUALLY] THINKING, THEN, THAT THEY COULD FIND A BETTER, THEY WANDER AND BECOME WRETCHED, AND ENTER UPON PATHLESS PLACES. BUT THOSE WHICH FELL INTO THE FIRE AND WERE BURNED? ARE THOSE WHO HAVE DEPARTED FOR EVER FROM THE LIVING GOD; NOR DOES THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF REPENTANCE EVER COME INTO THEIR HEARTS, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR DEVOTION TO THEIR [SEXUAL] LUSTS AND TO THE [SEXUAL] CRIMES WHICH THEY COMMITTED. DO YOU WISH TO KNOW WHO ARE THE OTHERS WHICH FELL NEAR THE WATERS, BUT COULD NOT BE ROLLED INTO THEM? THESE ARE THEY WHO HAVE HEARD THE WORD, AND WISH TO BE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; BUT WHEN THE CHASTITY DEMANDED BY THE TRUTH COMES INTO THEIR RECOLLECTION, THEY DRAW BACK, AND AGAIN WALK AFTER THEIR OWN WICKED [SEXUAL] DESIRES." SHE FINISHED HER EXPOSITION OF THE TOWER. BUT I, SHAMELESS AS I YET WAS, ASKED HER, "IS REPENTANCE POSSIBLE FOR ALL THOSE STONES WHICH HAVE BEEN CAST AWAY AND DID NOT FIT INTO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER, AND WILL THEY YET HAVE A PLACE IN THIS TOWER?" "REPENTANCE," SAID SHE, "IS YET POSSIBLE, BUT IN THIS TOWER, THEY CANNOT FIND A SUITABLE PLACE. BUT IN ANOTHER AND MUCH INFERIOR PLACE THEY WILL BE LAID, AND THAT, TOO, ONLY WHEN THEY HAVE BEEN TORTURED AND COMPLETED THE DAYS OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT WILL THEY BE TRANSFERRED, BECAUSE THEY HAVE PARTAKEN OF THE RIGHTEOUS WORD. AND THEN ONLY WILL THEY BE REMOVED FROM THEIR PUNISHMENTS WHEN THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF REPENTING OF THE EVIL [SEXUAL] DEEDS WHICH THEY HAVE DONE HAS COME INTO THEIR HEARTS. BUT IF IT DOES NOT COME INTO THEIR HEARTS, THEY WILL NOT BE SAVED, ON ACCOUNT OF THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEART." 
CHAPTER 8
WHEN THEN I CEASED ASKING IN REGARD TO ALL THESE MATTERS, SHE SAID TO ME, "DO YOU WISH TO SEE ANYTHING ELSE?" AND AS I WAS EXTREMELY EAGER TO SEE SOMETHING MORE, MY COUNTENANCE BEAMED WITH JOY. SHE LOOKED TOWARDS ME WITH A SMILE, AND SAID, "DO YOU SEE SEVEN WOMEN AROUND THE TOWER?" "I DO, LADY," SAID I. "THIS TOWER," SAID SHE, "IS SUPPORTED BY THEM ACCORDING TO THE PRECEPT OF THE LORD. LISTEN NOW TO THEIR FUNCTIONS. THE FIRST OF THEM, WHO IS CLASPING HER HANDS, IS CALLED FAITH. THROUGH HER THE ELECT OF GOD ARE SAVED? ANOTHER, WHO HAS HER GARMENTS TUCKED UP AND ACTS WITH VIGOR, IS CALLED SELF-RESTRAINT. SHE IS THE DAUGHTER OF FAITH. WHOEVER THEN FOLLOWS HER WILL BECOME HAPPY IN HIS LIFE, BECAUSE HE WILL RESTRAIN HIMSELF FROM ALL EVIL WORKS, BELIEVING THAT, IF HE, RESTRAIN HIMSELF FROM ALL EVIL [SEXUAL] DESIRE, HE WILL INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE." "BUT THE OTHERS," SAID I, "O LADY, WHO ARE THEY?" AND SHE SAID TO ME, "THEY ARE DAUGHTERS OF EACH OTHER. ONE OF THEM IS CALLED SIMPLICITY, ANOTHER GUILELESSNESS, ANOTHER CHASTITY, ANOTHER INTELLIGENCE, ANOTHER [SEXLESS] LOVE. WHEN THEN YOU DO ALL THE WORKS OF THEIR MOTHER, YOU WILL BE ABLE TO LIVE." "I SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW," SAID I, "O LADY, WHAT POWER EACH ONE OF THEM POSSESSES." "HEAR," SHE SAID, "WHAT POWER THEY HAVE. THEIR POWERS ARE REGULATED BY EACH OTHER, AND FOLLOW EACH OTHER IN THE ORDER OF THEIR BIRTH. FOR FROM FAITH ARISES SELF-RESTRAINT; FROM SELF-RESTRAINT, SIMPLICITY; FROM SIMPLICITY, GUILELESSNESS; FROM GUILELESSNESS, CHASTITY; FROM CHASTITY, INTELLIGENCE; AND FROM INTELLIGENCE, [SEXLESS] LOVE. THE [SEXLESS] DEEDS, THEN, OF THESE ARE PURE, AND CHASTE, AND DIVINE. WHOEVER DEVOTES HIMSELF TO THESE, AND IS ABLE TO HOLD FAST BY THEIR [SEXLESS] WORKS, SHALL HAVE HIS DWELLING IN THE TOWER WITH THE SAINTS OF GOD." THEN I ASKED HER IN REGARD TO THE AGES, IF NOW THERE IS THE CONCLUSION. SHE CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, "FOOLISH MAN! DO YOU NOT SEE THE TOWER YET BUILDING? WHEN THE TOWER IS FINISHED AND BUILT, THEN COMES THE END; AND I ASSURE YOU IT WILL BE SOON FINISHED. ASK ME NO MORE QUESTIONS. LET YOU AND ALL THE SAINTS BE CONTENT WITH WHAT I HAVE CALLED TO YOUR REMEMBRANCE, AND WITH MY RENEWAL OF YOUR SPIRITS. BUT OBSERVE THAT IT IS NOT FOR YOUR OWN SAKE ONLY THAT THESE REVELATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE TO YOU, BUT THEY HAVE BEEN GIVEN YOU THAT YOU MAY SHOW THEM TO ALL. FOR AFTER THREE DAYS--THIS YOU WILL TAKE CARE TO REMEMBER--I COMMAND YOU TO SPEAK ALL THE WORDS WHICH I AM TO SAY TO YOU INTO THE EARS OF THE SAINTS, THAT HEARING THEM AND DOING THEM, THEY MAY BE CLEANSED FROM THEIR INIQUITIES, AND YOU ALONG WITH THEM." 
CHAPTER 9
GIVE EAR UNTO ME, O SONS: I HAVE BROUGHT YOU UP IN MUCH SIMPLICITY, AND GUILELESSNESS, AND CHASTITY, ON ACCOUNT OF THE MERCY OF THE LORD, WHO HAS DROPPED HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS DOWN UPON YOU, THAT YE MAY BE MADE RIGHTEOUS AND HOLY FROM ALL YOUR INIQUITY AND DEPRAVITY; BUT YOU DO NOT WISH TO REST FROM YOUR INIQUITY. NOW, THEREFORE, LISTEN TO ME, AND BE AT PEACE ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND VISIT EACH OTHER, AND BEAR EACH OTHER'S BURDENS, AND DO NOT PARTAKE OF GOD'S CREATURES ALONE, BUT GIVE ABUNDANTLY OF THEM TO THE NEEDY. FOR SOME THROUGH THE ABUNDANCE OF THEIR FOOD PRODUCE WEAKNESS IN THEIR FLESH, AND THUS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT THEIR FLESH; WHILE THE FLESH OF OTHERS WHO HAVE NO FOOD IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT SUFFICIENT NOURISHMENT. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT THEIR BODIES WASTE AWAY. THIS INTEMPERANCE IN EATING IS THUS INJURIOUS TO YOU WHO HAVE ABUNDANCE AND DO NOT DISTRIBUTE AMONG THOSE WHO ARE NEEDY. GIVE HEED TO THE JUDGMENT THAT IS TO COME. YE, THEREFORE, WHO ARE HIGH IN POSITION, SEEK OUT THE HUNGRY AS LONG AS THE TOWER IS NOT YET FINISHED; FOR AFTER THE TOWER IS FINISHED, YOU WILL WISH TO DO GOOD, BUT WILL FIND NO OPPORTUNITY. GIVE HEED, THEREFORE, YE WHO GLORY IN YOUR WEALTH, LEST THOSE WHO ARE NEEDY SHOULD GROAN, AND THEIR GROANS SHOULD ASCEND TO THE LORD, AND YE BE SHUT OUT WITH ALL YOUR GOODS BEYOND THE GATE OF THE TOWER. WHEREFORE I NOW SAY TO YOU WHO PRESIDE OVER THE CHURCH AND [SEXUALLY] LOVE THE FIRST SEATS, "BE NOT LIKE TO DRUG-MIXERS. FOR THE DRUG-MIXERS CARRY THEIR DRUGS IN BOXES, BUT YE CARRY YOUR DRUG AND POISON YOUR HEART. YE ARE HARDENED, AND DO NOT WISH TO CLEANSE YOUR HEARTS, AND TO ADD UNITY OF AIM TO PURITY OF HEART, THAT YOU MAY HAVE MERCY FROM THE GREAT KING. TAKE HEED, THEREFORE, CHILDREN, THAT THESE DISSENSIONS OF YOURS DO NOT DEPRIVE YOU OF YOUR LIFE. HOW WILL YOU INSTRUCT THE ELECT OF THE LORD, IF YOU YOURSELVES HAVE NOT INSTRUCTION? INSTRUCT EACH OTHER THEREFORE, AND BE AT PEACE AMONG YOURSELVES, THAT I ALSO, STANDING JOYFUL BEFORE YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN], MAY GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF YOU ALL TO YOUR LORD." 
CHAPTER 10
ON HER CEASING TO SPEAK TO ME, THOSE SIX YOUNG MEN WHO WERE ENGAGED IN BUILDING CAME AND CONVEYED HER TO THE TOWER, AND OTHER FOUR LIFTED UP THE SEAT AND CARRIED IT ALSO TO THE TOWER. THE FACES OF THESE LAST I DID NOT SEE, FOR THEY WERE TURNED AWAY FROM ME. AND AS SHE WAS GOING, I ASKED HER TO REVEAL TO ME THE MEANING OF THE THREE FORMS IN WHICH SHE APPEARED TO ME. IN REPLY SHE SAID TO ME: "WITH REGARD TO THEM, YOU MUST ASK ANOTHER TO REVEAL THEIR MEANING TO YOU." FOR SHE HAD APPEARED TO ME, BRETHREN, IN THE FIRST VISION THE PREVIOUS YEAR UNDER THE FORM OF AN EXCEEDINGLY OLD WOMAN, SITTING IN A CHAIR. IN THE SECOND VISION HER FACE WAS YOUTHFUL, BUT HER SKIN AND HAIR BETOKENED AGE, AND SHE STOOD WHILE SHE SPOKE TO ME. SHE WAS ALSO MORE JOYFUL THAN ON THE FIRST OCCASION. BUT IN THE THIRD VISION SHE WAS ENTIRELY YOUTHFUL AND EXQUISITELY BEAUTIFUL, EXCEPT ONLY THAT SHE HAD THE HAIR OF AN OLD WOMAN; BUT HER FACE BEAMED WITH JOY, AND SHE SAT ON A SEAT. NOW I WAS EXCEEDING SAD IN REGARD TO THESE APPEARANCES, FOR I LONGED MUCH TO KNOW WHAT THE VISIONS MEANT. THEN I SEE THE OLD WOMAN IN A VISION OF THE NIGHT SAYING UNTO ME: "EVERY PRAYER SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED WITH HUMILITY: FAST, THEREFORE, AND YOU WILL OBTAIN FROM THE LORD WHAT YOU BEG." I FASTED THEREFORE FOR ONE DAY. THAT VERY NIGHT THERE APPEARED TO ME A YOUNG MAN, WHO SAID, "WHY DO YOU FREQUENTLY ASK REVELATIONS IN PRAYER? TAKE HEED LEST BY ASKING MANY THINGS YOU INJURE YOUR FLESH: BE CONTENT WITH THESE REVELATIONS. WILL YOU BE ABLE TO SEE GREATER' REVELATIONS THAN THOSE WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN?" I ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM, "SIR, ONE THING ONLY I ASK, THAT IN REGARD TO THESE THREE FORMS THE REVELATION MAY BE RENDERED COMPLETE." HE ANSWERED ME, "HOW LONG ARE YE SENSELESS? BUT YOUR DOUBTS MAKE YOU SENSELESS, BECAUSE YOU HAVE NOT YOUR HEARTS TURNED TOWARDS THE LORD." BUT I ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM, "FROM YOU, SIR, WE SHALL LEARN THESE THINGS MORE ACCURATELY." 
CHAPTER 11
"HEAR THEN," SAID HE, "WITH REGARD TO THE THREE FORMS, CONCERNING WHICH YOU ARE INQUIRING. WHY IN THE FIRST VISION DID SHE APPEAR TO YOU AS AN OLD WOMAN SEATED ON A CHAIR? BECAUSE YOUR SPIRIT IS NOW OLD AND WITHERED UP, AND HAS LOST ITS POWER IN CONSEQUENCE OF YOUR INFIRMITIES AND DOUBTS. FOR, LIKE ELDERLY MEN WHO HAVE NO HOPE OF RENEWING THEIR STRENGTH, AND EXPECT NOTHING BUT THEIR LAST SLEEP, SO YOU, WEAKENED BY WORLDLY OCCUPATIONS, HAVE GIVEN YOURSELVES UP TO SLOTH, AND HAVE NOT CAST YOUR CARES UPON THE LORD. YOUR SPIRIT THEREFORE IS BROKEN, AND YOU HAVE GROWN OLD IN YOUR SORROWS." "I SHOULD LIKE THEN TO KNOW, SIR, WHY SHE SAT ON A CHAIR?" HE ANSWERED, "BECAUSE EVERY WEAK PERSON SITS ON A CHAIR ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WEAKNESS, THAT HIS WEAKNESS MAY BE SUSTAINED. LO! YOU HAVE THE FORM OF THE FIRST VISION. 
CHAPTER 12
"NOW IN THE SECOND VISION YOU SAW HER STANDING WITH A YOUTHFUL COUNTENANCE, AND MORE JOYFUL THAN BEFORE; STILL SHE HAD THE SKIN AND HAIR OF AN AGED WOMAN. HEAR," SAID HE, "THIS PARABLE ALSO. WHEN ONE BECOMES SOMEWHAT OLD, HE DESPAIRS OF HIMSELF ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WEAKNESS AND POVERTY, AND LOOKS FORWARD TO NOTHING BUT THE LAST DAY OF HIS LIFE. THEN SUDDENLY AN INHERITANCE IS LEFT HIM: AND HEARING OF THIS, HE RISES UP, AND BECOMING EXCEEDING JOYFUL, HE PUTS ON STRENGTH. AND NOW HE NO LONGER RECLINES, BUT STANDS UP; AND HIS SPIRIT, ALREADY DESTROYED BY HIS PREVIOUS [SEXLESS] ACTIONS, IS RENEWED, AND HE NO LONGER SITS, BUT ACTS WITH VIGOR. SO, HAPPENED IT WITH YOU ON HEARING THE REVELATION WHICH GOD GAVE YOU. FOR THE LORD HAD COMPASSION ON YOU, AND RENEWED YOUR SPIRIT, AND YE LAID ASIDE YOUR INFIRMITIES. VIGOR AROSE WITHIN YOU, AND YE GREW STRONG IN FAITH; AND THE LORD, SEEING YOUR STRENGTH, REJOICED. ON THIS ACCOUNT HE SHOWED YOU THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER; AND HE WILL SHOW YOU OTHER THINGS, IF YOU CONTINUE AT PEACE WITH EACH OTHER WITH ALL YOUR HEART. 
CHAPTER 13
"NOW, IN THE THIRD VISION, YOU SAW HER STILL YOUNGER, AND SHE WAS NOBLE AND JOYFUL, AND HER SHAPE WAS BEAUTIFUL. FOR, JUST AS WHEN SOME GOOD NEWS COMES SUDDENLY TO ONE WHO IS SAD, IMMEDIATELY HE FORGETS HIS FORMER SORROWS, AND LOOKS FOR NOTHING ELSE THAN THE GOOD NEWS WHICH HE HAS HEARD, AND FOR THE FUTURE IS MADE STRONG FOR GOOD, AND HIS SPIRIT IS RENEWED ON ACCOUNT OF THE JOY WHICH HE HAS RECEIVED; SO YE ALSO HAVE RECEIVED THE RENEWAL OF YOUR SPIRITS BY SEEING THESE GOOD THINGS. AS TO YOUR SEEING HER SITTING ON A SEAT, THAT MEANS THAT HER POSITION IS ONE OF STRENGTH, FOR A SEAT HAS FOUR FEET AND STANDS FIRMLY. FOR THE WORLD ALSO IS KEPT TOGETHER BY MEANS OF FOUR ELEMENTS. THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO REPENT COMPLETELY AND WITH THE WHOLE HEART, WILL BECOME YOUNG AND FIRMLY ESTABLISHED. YOU NOW HAVE THE REVELATION COMPLETELY GIVEN YOU? MAKE NO FURTHER DEMANDS FOR REVELATIONS. IF ANYTHING OUGHT TO BE REVEALED, IT WILL BE REVEALED TO YOU." 
4TH VISION: CONCERNING THE TRIAL AND TRIBULATION THAT ARE TO COME UPON MEN.
CHAPTER 1
TWENTY DAYS AFTER THE FORMER VISION I SAW ANOTHER VISION, BRETHREN --A REPRESENTATION OF THE TRIBULATION THAT IS TO COME. I WAS GOING TO A COUNTRY HOUSE ALONG THE CAMPANIAN ROAD. NOW THE HOUSE LAY ABOUT TEN FURLONGS FROM THE PUBLIC ROAD. THE DISTRICT IS ONE RARELY TRAVERSED. AND AS I WALKED ALONE, I PRAYED THE LORD TO COMPLETE THE REVELATIONS WHICH HE HAD MADE TO ME THROUGH HIS HOLY CHURCH, THAT HE MIGHT STRENGTHEN ME, AND GIVE REPENTANCE TO ALL HIS SERVANTS WHO WERE GOING ASTRAY, THAT HIS GREAT AND GLORIOUS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] MIGHT BE GLORIFIED BECAUSE HE VOUCHSAFED TO SHOW ME HIS MARVELS. AND WHILE I WAS GLORIFYING HIM AND GIVING HIM THANKS, A VOICE, AS IT WERE, ANSWERED ME, "DOUBT NOT, HERMAS;" AND I BEGAN TO [SEXLESSLY] THINK WITH MYSELF, AND TO SAY, "WHAT REASON HAVE I TO DOUBT--I WHO HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED BY THE LORD, AND WHO HAVE SEEN SUCH GLORIOUS SIGHTS?" I ADVANCED A LITTLE, BRETHREN, AND, LO! I SEE DUST RISING EVEN TO THE HEAVENS. I BEGAN TO SAY TO MYSELF, "ARE CATTLE APPROACHING AND RAISING THE DUST?" IT WAS ABOUT A FURLONG'S DISTANCE FROM ME. AND, LO! I SEE THE DUST RISING MORE AND MORE, SO THAT I IMAGINED THAT IT WAS SOMETHING SENT FROM GOD. BUT THE SUN NOW SHONE OUT A LITTLE, AND, LO! I SEE A MIGHTY BEAST LIKE A WHALE, AND OUT OF ITS MOUTH FIERY LOCUSTS PROCEEDED. BUT THE SIZE OF THAT BEAST WAS ABOUT A HUNDRED FEET, AND IT HAD A HEAD LIKE AN URN. I BEGAN TO WEEP, AND TO CALL ON THE LORD TO RESCUE ME FROM IT. THEN I REMEMBERED THE WORD WHICH I HAD HEARD, "DOUBT NOT, O HERMAS." CLOTHED, THEREFORE, MY BRETHREN, WITH FAITH IN THE LORD? AND REMEMBERING THE GREAT THINGS WHICH HE HAD TAUGHT ME, I BOLDLY FACED THE BEAST. NOW THAT BEAST CAME ON WITH SUCH NOISE AND FORCE, THAT IT COULD ITSELF HAVE DESTROYED A CITY. I CAME NEAR IT, AND THE MONSTROUS BEAST STRETCHED ITSELF OUT ON THE GROUND, AND SHOWED NOTHING BUT ITS TONGUE, AND DID NOT STIR AT ALL UNTIL I HAD PASSED BY IT. NOW THE BEAST HAD FOUR COLORS ON ITS HEAD-BLACK, THEN FIERY AND BLOODY, THEN GOLDEN, AND LASTLY WHITE. 
CHAPTER 2
NOW AFTER I HAD PASSED BY THE WILD BEAST, AND HAD MOVED FORWARD ABOUT THIRTY FEET, LO! A VIRGIN MEETS ME, ADORNED AS IF SHE WERE PROCEEDING FROM THE BRIDAL CHAMBER, CLOTHED ENTIRELY IN WHITE, AND WITH WHITE SANDALS, AND VEILED UP TO HER FOREHEAD, AND HER HEAD WAS COVERED BY A HOOD. AND SHE HAD WHITE HAIR. I KNEW FROM MY FORMER VISIONS THAT THIS WAS THE CHURCH, AND I BECAME MORE JOYFUL. SHE SALUTED ME, AND SAID, "HAIL, O MAN!" AND I RETURNED HER SALUTATION, AND SAID, "LADY, HAIL!" AND SHE ANSWERED. AND SAID TO ME, "HAS NOTHING CROSSED YOUR PATH?" I SAY, "I WAS MET BY A BEAST OF SUCH A SIZE THAT IT COULD DESTROY PEOPLES, BUT THROUGH THE POWER OF THE LORD AND HIS GREAT MERCY I ESCAPED FROM IT." "WELL DID YOU ESCAPE FROM IT," SAYS SHE, "BECAUSE YOU CAST YOUR CARE ON GOD, AND OPENED YOUR HEART TO THE LORD, BELIEVING THAT YOU CAN BE SAVED BY NO OTHER THAN BY HIS GREAT AND GLORIOUS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. ON THIS ACCOUNT THE LORD HAS SENT HIS ANGEL, WHO HAS RULE OVER THE BEASTS, AND WHOSE NAME IS THEGRI, AND HAS SHUT UP ITS MOUTH, SO THAT IT CANNOT TEAR YOU. YOU HAVE ESCAPED FROM GREAT TRIBULATION ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR FAITH, AND BECAUSE YOU DID NOT DOUBT IN THE PRESENCE OF SUCH A BEAST. GO, THEREFORE, AND TELL THE ELECT OF THE LORD HIS MIGHTY [SEXLESS] DEEDS, AND SAY TO THEM THAT THIS BEAST IS A TYPE OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION THAT IS COMING. IF THEN YE PREPARE YOURSELVES, AND REPENT WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND TURN TO THE LORD, IT WILL BE POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO ESCAPE IT, IF YOUR HEART BE PURE AND SPOTLESS, AND YE SPEND THE REST OF THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE IN SERVING THE LORD BLAMELESSLY. CAST YOUR CARES UPON THE LORD, AND HE WILL DIRECT THEM. TRUST THE LORD, YE WHO DOUBT, FOR HE IS ALL-POWERFUL, AND CAN TURN HIS ANGER AWAY FROM YOU, AND SEND SCOURGES" ON THE DOUBTERS. WOE TO THOSE WHO HEAR THESE WORDS, AND DESPISE THEM: BETTER WERE IT FOR THEM NOT TO HAVE BEEN BORN." 
CHAPTER 3
I ASKED HER ABOUT THE FOUR COLORS WHICH THE BEAST HAD ON HIS HEAD. AND SHE ANSWERED, AND SAID TO ME, "AGAIN YOU ARE INQUISITIVE IN REGARD TO SUCH MATTERS." "YEA, LADY, SAID I, "MAKE KNOWN TO ME WHAT THEY ARE." "LISTEN," SAID SHE: "THE BLACK IS THE WORLD IN WHICH WE DWELL: BUT THE FIERY AND BLOODY POINTS OUT THAT THE WORLD MUST PERISH THROUGH BLOOD AND FIRE: BUT THE GOLDEN PART ARE YOU WHO HAVE ESCAPED FROM THIS WORLD. FOR AS GOLD IS TESTED BY FIRE, AND THUS BECOMES USEFUL, SO ARE YOU TESTED WHO DWELL IN IT. THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO CONTINUE STEADFAST, AND ARE PUT THROUGH THE FIRE, WILL BE PURIFIED BY MEANS OF IT. FOR AS GOLD CASTS AWAY ITS DROSS, SO ALSO WILL YE CAST AWAY ALL SADNESS AND STRAIGHTNESS, AND WILL BE MADE PURE SO AS TO FIT INTO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER. BUT THE WHITE PART IS THE AGE THAT IS TO COME, IN WHICH THE ELECT OF GOD WILL DWELL, SINCE THOSE ELECTED BY GOD TO ETERNAL LIFE WILL BE SPOTLESS AND PURE. WHEREFORE CEASE NOT SPEAKING THESE THINGS INTO THE EARS OF THE SAINTS. THIS THEN IS THE TYPE OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION THAT IS TO COME. IF YE WISH IT, IT WILL BE NOTHING. REMEMBER THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE WRITTEN DOWN BEFORE." AND SAYING THIS, SHE DEPARTED. BUT I SAW NOT INTO WHAT PLACE SHE RETIRED. THERE WAS A NOISE, HOWEVER, AND I TURNED [A] ROUND IN ALARM, [SEXUALLY] THINKING THAT THAT BEAST WAS COMING. 
5TH VISION: CONCERNING THE COMMANDMENTS.
AFTER I HAD BEEN PRAYING AT HOME, AND HAD SAT DOWN ON MY COUCH, THERE ENTERED A MAN OF GLORIOUS ASPECT, DRESSED LIKE A SHEPHERD, WITH A WHITE GOAT'S SKIN, A WALLET ON HIS SHOULDERS, AND A ROD IN HIS HAND, AND SALUTED ME. I RETURNED HIS SALUTATION. AND STRAIGHTWAY HE SAT DOWN BESIDE ME, AND SAID TO ME, "I HAVE BEEN SENT BY A MOST VENERABLE ANGEL TO DWELL WITH YOU THE REMAINING DAYS OF YOUR LIFE." AND I [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT THAT HE HAD COME TO TEMPT ME, AND I SAID TO HIM, "WHO ARE YOU? FOR I KNOW HIM TO WHOM I HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED." HE SAID TO ME, "DO YOU NOT KNOW ME?" "NO," SAID I. "I," SAID HE, "AM THAT SHEPHERD TO WHOM YOU HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED." AND AS HE WAS SPEAKING, HIS FIGURE WAS CHANGED; AND THEN I KNEW THAT IT WAS HE TO WHOM I HAD BEEN ENTRUSTED. AND STRAIGHTWAY I BECAME CONFUSED, AND FEAR TOOK HOLD OF ME, AND I WAS OVERPOWERED WITH DEEP SORROW THAT I HAD ANSWERED HIM SO WICKEDLY AND FOOLISHLY. BUT HE ANSWERED, AND SAID TO ME, "DO NOT BE CONFOUNDED, BUT RECEIVE STRENGTH FROM THE COMMANDMENTS WHICH I AM GOING TO GIVE YOU. FOR I HAVE BEEN SENT," SAID HE, "TO SHOW YOU AGAIN ALL THE THINGS WHICH YOU SAW BEFORE, ESPECIALLY THOSE OF THEM WHICH ARE USEFUL TO YOU. FIRST OF ALL, THEN, WRITE DOWN MY COMMANDMENTS AND SIMILITUDES, AND YOU WILL WRITE THE OTHER THINGS AS I SHALL SHOW YOU. FOR THIS [SEXLESS] PURPOSE," SAID HE, "I COMMAND YOU TO WRITE DOWN THE COMMANDMENTS AND SIMILITUDES FIRST, THAT YOU MAY READ THEM EASILY, AND BE ABLE TO KEEP THEM." ACCORDINGLY, I WROTE DOWN THE COMMANDMENTS AND SIMILITUDES, EXACTLY AS HE HAD ORDERED ME. IF THEN, WHEN YOU HAVE HEARD THESE, YE KEEP THEM AND WALK IN THEM, AND PRACTICE THEM WITH PURE MINDS, YOU WILL RECEIVE FROM THE LORD ALL THAT HE HAS PROMISED TO YOU. BUT IF, AFTER YOU HAVE HEARD THEM, YE DO NOT REPENT, BUT CONTINUE TO ADD TO YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS, THEN SHALL YE RECEIVE FROM THE LORD THE OPPOSITE THINGS. ALL THESE WORDS DID THE SHEPHERD, EVEN THE ANGEL OF REPENTANCE, COMMAND ME TO WRITE. 
THE 2ND BOOK OF THE SHEPHERD OF HERMAS CALLED THE COMMANDS
1ST COMMANDMENT: ON THE FAITH IN THE ONE LORD ONLY
FIRST OF ALL, BELIEVE THAT THERE IS ONE GOD WHO CREATED AND FINISHED ALL THINGS, AND MADE ALL THINGS OUT OF NOTHING. HE ALONE IS ABLE TO CONTAIN THE WHOLE, BUT HIMSELF CANNOT BE CONTAINED. HAVE FAITH THEREFORE IN HIM, AND FEAR HIM; AND FEARING HIM, EXERCISE SELF-CONTROL. KEEP THESE COMMANDS, AND YOU WILL CAST AWAY FROM YOU ALL WICKEDNESS, AND PUT ON THE STRENGTH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND LIVE TO GOD, IF YOU KEEP THIS COMMANDMENT. 
2ND COMMANDMENT: ON AVOIDING EVIL-SPEAKING, AND ON GIVING ALMS IN SIMPLICITY
HE SAID TO ME, "BE SIMPLE AND GUILELESS, AND YOU WILL BE AS THE CHILDREN WHO KNOW NOT THE WICKEDNESS THAT [SEXUALLY] RUINS THE LIFE OF MEN. FIRST, THEN, SPEAK EVIL OF NO ONE, NOR LISTEN WITH [SEXUAL] PLEASURE TO ANY ONE WHO SPEAKS EVIL OF ANOTHER. BUT IF YOU LISTEN, YOU WILL PARTAKE OF THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF HIM WHO SPEAKS EVIL, IF YOU BELIEVE THE SLANDER WHICH YOU HEAR; FOR BELIEVING IT, YOU WILL ALSO HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY AGAINST YOUR BROTHER. THUS, THEN, WILL YOU BE GUILTY OF THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF HIM WHO SLANDERS. FOR SLANDER IS EVIL AND AN UNSTEADY DEMON. IT NEVER ABIDES IN PEACE, BUT ALWAYS REMAINS IN DISCORD. KEEP YOURSELF FROM IT, AND YOU WILL ALWAYS BE AT PEACE WITH ALL. PUT ON A HOLINESS IN WHICH THERE IS NO WICKED CAUSE OF [SEXUAL] OFFENSE, BUT ALL [SEXLESS] DEEDS THAT ARE EQUABLE AND JOYFUL. PRACTICE GOODNESS; AND FROM THE REWARDS OF YOUR LABOURS, WHICH GOD GIVES YOU, GIVE TO ALL THE NEEDY IN SIMPLICITY, NOT HESITATING AS TO WHOM YOU ARE TO GIVE OR NOT TO GIVE. GIVE TO ALL, FOR GOD WISHES HIS GIFTS TO BE SHARED AMONGST ALL. THEY WHO RECEIVE, WILL RENDER AN ACCOUNT TO GOD WHY AND FOR WHAT THEY HAVE RECEIVED. FOR THE AFFLICTED WHO RECEIVE WILL NOT BE CONDEMNED, BUT THEY WHO RECEIVE ON FALSE PRETENSES WILL SUFFER PUNISHMENT. HE, THEN, WHO GIVES IS GUILTLESS. FOR AS HE RECEIVED FROM THE LORD, SO HAS HE ACCOMPLISHED HIS SERVICE IN SIMPLICITY, NOT HESITATING AS TO WHOM HE SHOULD GIVE AND TO WHOM HE SHOULD NOT GIVE. THIS SERVICE, THEN, IF ACCOMPLISHED IN SIMPLICITY, IS GLORIOUS WITH GOD. HE, THEREFORE, WHO THUS MINISTERS IN SIMPLICITY, WILL LIVE TO GOD. KEEP THEREFORE THESE COMMANDMENTS, AS I HAVE GIVEN THEM TO YOU, THAT YOUR REPENTANCE AND THE REPENTANCE OF YOUR HOUSE MAY BE FOUND IN SIMPLICITY, AND YOUR HEART MAY BE PURE AND STAINLESS." 
3RD COMMANDMENT: ON AVOIDING FALSEHOOD, AND ON THE REPENTANCE OF HERMAS FOR HIS DISSIMULATION
AGAIN, HE SAID TO ME, "[SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE TRUTH, AND LET NOTHING BUT TRUTH PROCEED FROM YOUR MOUTH, THAT THE SPIRIT WHICH GOD HAS PLACED IN YOUR FLESH MAY BE FOUND TRUTHFUL BEFORE ALL MEN; AND THE LORD, WHO DWELLETH IN YOU, WILL BE GLORIFIED, BECAUSE THE LORD IS TRUTHFUL IN EVERY WORD, AND IN HIM IS NO FALSEHOOD. THEY THEREFORE WHO LIE DENY THE LORD, AND ROB HIM, NOT GIVING BACK TO HIM THE DEPOSIT WHICH THEY HAVE RECEIVED. FOR THEY RECEIVED FROM HIM A SPIRIT FREE FROM FALSEHOOD. IF THEY GIVE HIM BACK THIS SPIRIT UNTRUTHFUL, THEY [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD, AND BECOME ROBBERS." ON HEARING THESE WORDS, I WEPT MOST VIOLENTLY. WHEN HE SAW ME WEEPING, HE SAID TO ME, "WHY DO YOU WEEP?" AND I SAID, "BECAUSE, SIR, I KNOW NOT IF I CAN BE SAVED." "WHY?" SAID HE. AND I SAID, "BECAUSE, SIR, I NEVER SPAKE A TRUE WORD IN MY LIFE, BUT HAVE EVER SPOKEN [SEXUALLY] CUNNINGLY TO ALL, AND HAVE AFFIRMED A LIE FOR THE TRUTH TO ALL; AND NO ONE EVER CONTRADICTED ME, BUT CREDIT WAS GIVEN TO MY WORD. HOW THEN CAN I LIVE, SINCE I HAVE ACTED THUS?" AND HE SAID TO ME, "YOUR FEELINGS ARE INDEED RIGHT AND SOUND, FOR YOU OUGHT AS A SERVANT OF GOD TO HAVE WALKED IN TRUTH, AND NOT TO HAVE JOINED AN EVIL CONSCIENCE WITH THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, NOR TO HAVE CAUSED SADNESS TO THE HOLY AND TRUE SPIRIT." S AND I SAID TO HIM, "NEVER, SIR, DID I LISTEN TO THESE WORDS WITH SO MUCH ATTENTION." AND HE SAID TO ME, "NOW YOU HEAR THEM, AND KEEP THEM, THAT EVEN THE FALSEHOODS WHICH YOU FORMERLY TOLD IN YOUR TRANSACTIONS MAY COME TO BE BELIEVED THROUGH THE TRUTHFULNESS OF YOUR PRESENT STATEMENTS. FOR EVEN THEY CAN BECOME WORTHY OF CREDIT. IF YOU KEEP THESE PRECEPTS, AND FROM THIS TIME FORWARD YOU SPEAK NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH, IT WILL BE POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO OBTAIN LIFE. AND WHOSOEVER SHALL HEAR THIS COMMANDMENT, AND DEPART FROM THAT GREAT WICKEDNESS FALSEHOOD, SHALL LIVE TO GOD."
4TH COMMANDMENT: ON PUTTING ONE'S WIFE AWAY FOR ADULTERY
CHAPTER 1
"I CHARGE YOU," SAID HE, "TO GUARD YOUR CHASTITY, AND LET NO [SEXUAL] THOUGHT ENTER YOUR HEART OF ANOTHER MAN'S WIFE, OR OF FORNICATION, OR OF SIMILAR INIQUITIES; FOR BY DOING THIS YOU COMMIT A GREAT [SEXUAL] SIN. BUT IF YOU ALWAYS REMEMBER YOUR OWN WIFE, YOU WILL NEVER [SEXUALLY] SIN. FOR IF THIS [SEXUAL] THOUGHT, ENTER YOUR HEART, THEN YOU WILL [SEXUALLY] SIN; AND IF, IN LIKE MANNER, YOU [SEXUALLY] THINK OTHER WICKED THOUGHTS, YOU COMMIT [SEXUAL] SIN. FOR THIS [SEXUAL] THOUGHT IS GREAT [SEXUAL] SIN IN A SERVANT OF GOD. BUT IF ANYONE, COMMIT THIS WICKED DEED, HE WORKS DEATH FOR HIMSELF. ATTEND, THEREFORE, AND REFRAIN FROM THIS [SEXUAL] THOUGHT; FOR WHERE PURITY DWELLS, THERE INIQUITY OUGHT NOT TO ENTER THE HEART OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN." I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, PERMIT ME TO ASK YOU A FEW QUESTIONS." "SAY ON," SAID HE. AND I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, IF ANY ONE HAS A WIFE WHO TRUSTS IN THE LORD, AND IF HE, DETECT HER IN ADULTERY, DOES THE MAN [SEXUALLY] SIN IF HE, CONTINUE TO LIVE WITH HER?" AND HE SAID TO ME, "AS LONG AS HE REMAINS IGNORANT OF HER [SEXUAL] SIN, THE HUSBAND COMMITS NO TRANSGRESSION IN LIVING WITH HER. BUT IF THE HUSBAND KNOW THAT HIS WIFE HAS GONE ASTRAY, AND IF THE WOMAN DOES NOT REPENT, BUT PERSISTS IN HER FORNICATION, AND YET THE HUSBAND CONTINUES TO LIVE WITH HER, HE ALSO IS GUILTY OF HER [SEXUAL] CRIME, AND A SHARER IN HER ADULTERY." AND I SAID TO HIM, "WHAT THEN, SIR, IS THE HUSBAND TO DO, IF HIS WIFE, CONTINUE IN HER VICIOUS PRACTICES?" AND HE SAID, "THE HUSBAND SHOULD PUT HER AWAY, AND REMAIN BY HIMSELF. BUT IF HE PUT HIS WIFE AWAY AND MARRY ANOTHER, HE ALSO COMMITS ADULTERY." AND I SAID TO HIM, "WHAT IF THE WOMAN PUT AWAY SHOULD REPENT, AND WISH TO RETURN TO HER HUSBAND: SHALL SHE NOT BE TAKEN BACK BY HER HUSBAND?" AND HE SAID TO ME, "ASSUREDLY. IF THE HUSBAND, DO NOT TAKE HER BACK, HE [SEXUALLY] SINS, AND BRINGS A GREAT [SEXUAL] SIN UPON HIMSELF; FOR HE OUGHT TO TAKE BACK THE [SEXUAL] SINNER WHO HAS REPENTED. BUT NOT FREQUENTLY. FOR THERE IS BUT ONE REPENTANCE TO THE SERVANTS OF GOD. IN CASE, THEREFORE, THAT THE DIVORCED WIFE MAY REPENT, THE HUSBAND OUGHT NOT TO MARRY ANOTHER, WHEN HIS WIFE HAS BEEN PUT AWAY. IN THIS MATTER MAN AND WOMAN ARE TO BE TREATED EXACTLY IN THE SAME WAY. MOREOVER, ADULTERY IS COMMITTED NOT ONLY BY THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE THEIR FLESH, BUT BY THOSE WHO IMITATE THE HEATHEN IN THEIR [SEXUAL] ACTIONS." WHEREFORE IF ANY ONE PERSISTS IN SUCH [SEXUAL] DEEDS, AND REPENTS NOT, WITHDRAW FROM HIM, AND CEASE TO LIVE WITH HIM. OTHERWISE YOU ARE A SHARER IN HIS [SEXUAL] SIN. THEREFORE, HAS THE INJUNCTION BEEN LAID ON YOU, THAT YOU SHOULD REMAIN BY YOURSELVES, BOTH MAN AND WOMAN, FOR IN SUCH PERSONS, REPENTANCE CAN TAKE PLACE. BUT I DO NOT," SAID HE, "GIVE OPPORTUNITY FOR THE DOING OF THESE [SEXUAL] DEEDS, BUT THAT HE WHO HAS [SEXUALLY] SINNED MAY [SEXUALLY] SIN NO MORE. BUT WITH REGARD TO HIS PREVIOUS TRANSGRESSIONS, THERE IS ONE WHO IS ABLE TO PROVIDE A CURE; FOR IT IS HE, INDEED, WHO HAS POWER OVER ALL." 
CHAPTER 2
I ASKED HIM AGAIN, AND SAID, "SINCE THE LORD HAS VOUCHSAFED TO DWELL ALWAYS WITH ME, HEAR WITH ME WHILE I UTTER A FEW WORDS; FOR I UNDERSTAND NOTHING, AND MY HEART HAS BEEN HARDENED BY MY PREVIOUS MODE OF LIFE. GIVE ME UNDERSTANDING, FOR I AM EXCEEDINGLY DULL, AND I UNDERSTAND ABSOLUTELY NOTHING." AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME, "I AM SET OVER REPENTANCE, AND I GIVE UNDERSTANDING TO ALL WHO REPENT. DO YOU NOT [SEXLESSLY] THINK," HE SAID, "THAT IT IS GREAT WISDOM TO REPENT? FOR REPENTANCE IS GREAT WISDOM. FOR HE WHO HAS [SEXUALLY] SINNED UNDERSTANDS THAT HE ACTED WICKEDLY IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD, AND REMEMBERS THE [SEXUAL] ACTIONS HE HAS DONE, AND HE REPENTS, AND NO LONGER ACTS WICKEDLY, BUT DOES GOOD MUNIFICENTLY [GENEROUSLY], AND HUMBLES AND TORMENTS HIS SOUL BECAUSE HE HAS [SEXUALLY] SINNED. YOU SEE, THEREFORE, THAT REPENTANCE IS GREAT WISDOM." AND I SAID TO HIM, "IT IS FOR THIS REASON, SIR, THAT I INQUIRE CAREFULLY INTO ALL THINGS, ESPECIALLY BECAUSE I AM A [SEXUAL] SINNER; THAT I MAY KNOW WHAT WORKS I SHOULD DO, THAT I MAY LIVE: FOR MY [SEXUAL] SINS ARE MANY AND VARIOUS." AND HE SAID TO ME, "YOU SHALL LIVE IF YOU KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, AND WALK IN THEM; AND WHOSOEVER SHALL HEAR AND KEEP THESE COMMANDMENTS, SHALL LIVE TO GOD." 
CHAPTER 3
AND I SAID TO HIM, "I SHOULD LIKE TO CONTINUE MY QUESTIONS." "SPEAK ON," SAID HE. AND I SAID, "I HEARD, SIR, SOME TEACHERS MAINTAIN THAT THERE IS NO OTHER REPENTANCE THAN THAT WHICH TAKES PLACE, WHEN WE DESCENDED INTO THE WATER AND RECEIVED REMISSION OF OUR FORMER [SEXUAL] SINS." HE SAID TO ME, "THAT WAS SOUND DOCTRINE WHICH YOU HEARD; FOR THAT IS REALLY THE CASE. FOR HE WHO HAS RECEIVED REMISSION OF HIS [SEXUAL] SINS OUGHT NOT TO [SEXUALLY] SIN ANY MORE, BUT TO LIVE IN PURITY. SINCE, HOWEVER, YOU INQUIRE DILIGENTLY INTO ALL THINGS, I WILL POINT THIS ALSO OUT TO YOU, NOT AS GIVING OCCASION FOR [SEXUAL] ERROR TO THOSE WHO ARE TO BELIEVE, OR HAVE LATELY BELIEVED, IN THE LORD. FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOW BELIEVED, AND THOSE WHO ARE TO BELIEVE, HAVE NOT REPENTANCE FOR THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS; BUT THEY HAVE REMISSION OF THEIR PREVIOUS [SEXUAL] SINS. FOR TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED BEFORE THESE DAYS, THE LORD HAS SET REPENTANCE. FOR THE LORD, KNOWING THE HEART, AND FOREKNOWING ALL THINGS, KNEW THE WEAKNESS OF MEN AND THE MANIFOLD WILES OF THE DEVIL, THAT HE WOULD INFLICT SOME EVIL ON THE SERVANTS OF GOD, AND WOULD ACT WICKEDLY TOWARDS THEM. THE LORD, THEREFORE, BEING MERCIFUL, HAS HAD MERCY ON THE WORK OF HIS HAND, AND HAS SET REPENTANCE FOR THEM; AND HE HAS ENTRUSTED TO ME POWER OVER THIS REPENTANCE. AND THEREFORE, I SAY TO YOU, THAT IF ANY ONE IS [SEXUALLY] TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL, AND [SEXUALLY] SINS AFTER THAT GREAT AND HOLY CALLING. IN WHICH THE LORD HAS CALLED HIS PEOPLE TO EVERLASTING LIFE, HE HAS OPPORTUNITY TO REPENT BUT ONCE. BUT IF HE SHOULD [SEXUALLY] SIN FREQUENTLY AFTER THIS, AND THEN REPENT, TO SUCH A MAN HIS REPENTANCE WILL BE OF NO AVAIL; FOR WITH DIFFICULTY WILL HE LIVE." AND I SAID, "SIR, I FEEL THAT LIFE HAS COME BACK TO ME IN LISTENING ATTENTIVELY TO THESE COMMANDMENTS; FOR I KNOW THAT I SHALL BE SAVED, IF IN FUTURE I [SEXUALLY] SIN NO MORE." AND HE SAID, "YOU WILL BE SAVED, YOU AND ALL WHO KEEP THESE COMMANDMENTS." 
CHAPTER 4
AND AGAIN, I ASKED HIM, SAYING, "SIR, SINCE YOU HAVE BEEN SO PATIENT IN LISTENING TO ME, WILL YOU SHOW ME THIS ALSO?" "SPEAK," SAID HE. AND I SAID, "IF A WIFE OR HUSBAND DIE, AND THE WIDOWER OR WIDOW MARRY, DOES HE OR SHE COMMIT [SEXUAL] SIN?" "THERE IS NO [SEXUAL] SIN IN MARRYING AGAIN," SAID HE; "BUT IF THEY REMAIN UNMARRIED, THEY GAIN GREATER HONOUR AND GLORY WITH THE LORD; BUT IF THEY MARRY, THEY DO NOT [SEXUAL] SIN. GUARD, THEREFORE, YOUR CHASTITY AND PURITY, AND YOU WILL LIVE TO GOD. WHAT COMMANDMENTS I NOW GIVE YOU, AND WHAT I AM TO GIVE, KEEP FROM HENCEFORTH, YEA, FROM THE VERY DAY WHEN YOU WERE ENTRUSTED TO ME, AND I WILL DWELL IN YOUR HOUSE. AND YOUR FORMER [NON-SEXUAL] SINS WILL BE FORGIVEN, IF YOU KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS. AND ALL SHALL BE FORGIVEN WHO KEEP THESE MY COMMANDMENTS, AND WALK IN THIS CHASTITY."
5TH COMMANDMENT: OF SADNESS OF HEART, AND OF PATIENCE
CHAPTER 1
"BE PATIENT," SAID HE, "AND OF GOOD UNDERSTANDING, AND YOU WILL RULE OVER EVERY WICKED WORK, AND YOU WILL WORK ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR IF YOU BE PATIENT, THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT DWELLS IN YOU WILL BE PURE. HE WILL NOT BE DARKENED BY ANY EVIL SPIRIT, BUT, DWELLING IN A BROAD REGION, HE WILL REJOICE AND BE GLAD; AND WITH THE VESSEL IN WHICH HE DWELLS HE WILL SERVE GOD IN GLADNESS, HAVING GREAT PEACE WITHIN HIMSELF. BUT IF ANY OUTBURST OF ANGER TAKE PLACE, FORTHWITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO IS TENDER, IS STRAITENED, NOT HAVING A PURE PLACE, AND HE SEEKS TO DEPART. FOR HE IS CHOKED BY THE VILE SPIRIT, AND CANNOT ATTEND ON THE LORD AS HE WISHES, FOR [UNRIGHTEOUS] ANGER [SEXUALLY] POLLUTES HIM. FOR THE LORD DWELLS IN LONG-SUFFERING, BUT THE DEVIL IN ANGER. THE TWO SPIRITS, THEN, WHEN DWELLING IN THE SAME HABITATION, ARE AT DISCORD WITH EACH OTHER, AND ARE TROUBLESOME TO THAT MAN IN WHOM THEY DWELL. FOR IF AN EXCEEDINGLY SMALL PIECE OF WORMWOOD BE TAKEN AND PUT INTO A JAR OF HONEY, IS NOT THE HONEY ENTIRELY DESTROYED, AND DOES NOT THE EXCEEDINGLY SMALL PIECE OF WORMWOOD ENTIRELY TAKE AWAY THE SWEETNESS OF THE HONEY, SO THAT IT NO LONGER AFFORDS ANY GRATIFICATION TO ITS OWNER, BUT HAS BECOME BITTER, AND LOST ITS USE? BUT IF THE WORMWOOD BE NOT PUT INTO THE HONEY, THEN THE HONEY REMAINS SWEET, AND IS OF USE TO ITS OWNER. YOU SEE, THEN, THAT PATIENCE IS SWEETER THAN HONEY, AND USEFUL TO GOD, AND THE LORD DWELLS IN IT. BUT ANGER IS BITTER AND USELESS. NOW, IF [UNRIGHTEOUS] ANGER BE MINGLED WITH PATIENCE, THE PATIENCE IS [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED, AND ITS PRAYER IS NOT THEN USEFUL TO GOD." "I SHOULD LIKE, SIR," SAID I, "TO KNOW THE POWER OF ANGER, THAT I MAY GUARD MYSELF AGAINST IT." AND HE SAID, "IF YOU DO NOT GUARD YOURSELF AGAINST IT, YOU AND YOUR HOUSE LOSE ALL HOPE OF SALVATION. GUARD YOURSELF, THEREFORE, AGAINST IT. FOR I AM WITH YOU, AND ALL WILL DEPART FROM IT WHO REPENT WITH THEIR WHOLE HEART. FOR I WILL BE WITH THEM, AND I WILL SAVE THEM ALL. FOR ALL ARE JUSTIFIED BY THE MOST HOLY ANGEL. 
CHAPTER 2
"HEAR NOW," SAID HE, "HOW WICKED IS THE [SEXUAL] ACTION OF ANGER, AND IN WHAT WAY IT OVERTHROWS THE SERVANTS OF GOD BY ITS [SEXUAL] ACTION, AND TURNS THEM FROM RIGHTEOUSNESS. BUT IT DOES NOT TURN AWAY THOSE WHO ARE FULL OF FAITH, NOR DOES IT ACT ON THEM, FOR THE POWER OF THE LORD IS WITH THEM. IT IS THE THOUGHTLESS AND DOUBTING THAT IT TURNS AWAY. FOR AS SOON AS IT SEES SUCH MEN STANDING STEADFAST, IT THROWS ITSELF INTO THEIR HEARTS, AND FOR NOTHING AT ALL THE MAN OR WOMAN BECOMES EMBITTERED ON ACCOUNT OF OCCURRENCES IN THEIR DAILY LIFE, AS FOR INSTANCE ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR FOOD, OR SOME SUPERFLUOUS WORD THAT HAS BEEN UTTERED, OR ON ACCOUNT OF SOME FRIEND, OR SOME GIFT OR DEBT, OR SOME SUCH SENSELESS AFFAIR. FOR ALL THESE THINGS ARE FOOLISH AND EMPTY AND UNPROFITABLE TO THE SERVANTS OF GOD. BUT PATIENCE IS GREAT, AND MIGHTY, AND STRONG, AND CALM IN THE MIDST OF GREAT ENLARGEMENT, JOYFUL, REJOICING, FREE FROM CARE, GLORIFYING GOD AT ALL TIMES, HAVING NO BITTERNESS IN HER, AND ABIDING CONTINUALLY MEEK AND QUIET. NOW THIS PATIENCE DWELLS WITH THOSE WHO HAVE COMPLETE FAITH. BUT ANGER IS FOOLISH, AND FICKLE, AND SENSELESS. NOW, OF FOLLY IS BEGOTTEN BITTERNESS, AND OF BITTERNESS ANGER, AND OF ANGER FRENZY. THIS FRENZY, THE PRODUCT OF SO MANY EVILS, ENDS IN GREAT AND INCURABLE [SEXUAL] SIN. FOR WHEN ALL THESE SPIRITS DWELL IN ONE VESSEL IN WHICH THE HOLY SPIRIT ALSO DWELLS, THE VESSEL CANNOT CONTAIN THEM, BUT OVERFLOWS. THE TENDER SPIRIT, THEN, NOT BEING ACCUSTOMED TO DWELL WITH THE WICKED SPIRIT, NOR WITH HARDNESS, WITHDRAWS FROM SUCH A MAN, AND SEEKS TO DWELL WITH MEEKNESS AND PEACEFULNESS. THEN, WHEN HE WITHDRAWS FROM THE MAN IN WHOM HE DWELT, THE MAN IS EMPTIED OF THE RIGHTEOUS SPIRIT; AND BEING HENCEFORWARD FILLED WITH EVIL SPIRITS, HE IS IN A STATE OF ANARCHY IN EVERY [SEXUAL] ACTION, BEING DRAGGED HITHER AND THITHER BY THE EVIL SPIRITS, AND THERE IS A COMPLETE DARKNESS IN HIS MIND AS TO EVERYTHING GOOD. THIS, THEN, IS WHAT HAPPENS TO ALL THE ANGRY. WHEREFORE DO YOU DEPART FROM THAT MOST WICKED SPIRIT ANGER, AND PUT ON PATIENCE, AND RESIST ANGER AND BITTERNESS, AND YOU WILL BE FOUND IN COMPANY WITH THE PURITY WHICH IS [SEXLESSLY] LOVED BY THE LORD. TAKE CARE, THEN, THAT YOU NEGLECT NOT BY ANY CHANCE THIS COMMANDMENT: FOR IF YOU OBEY THIS COMMANDMENT, YOU WILL BE ABLE TO KEEP ALL THE OTHER COMMANDMENTS WHICH I AM TO GIVE YOU. BE STRONG, THEN, IN THESE COMMANDMENTS, AND PUT ON POWER, AND LET ALL PUT ON POWER, AS MANY AS WISH TO WALK IN THEM." 
6TH COMMANDMENT: HOW TO RECOGNIZE THE TWO SPIRITS ATTENDANT ON EACH MAN, AND HOW TO DISTINGUISH THE SUGGESTIONS OF THE ONE FROM THOSE OF THE OTHER
CHAPTER 1
"I GAVE YOU," HE SAID, "DIRECTIONS IN THE FIRST COMMANDMENT TO ATTEND TO FAITH, AND FEAR, AND SELF-RESTRAINT." "EVEN SO, SIR," SAID I. AND HE SAID, "NOW I WISH TO SHOW YOU THE POWERS OF THESE, THAT YOU MAY KNOW WHAT POWER EACH POSSESSES. FOR THEIR POWERS ARE DOUBLE, AND HAVE RELATION ALIKE TO THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE UNRIGHTEOUS. TRUST YOU, THEREFORE, THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT PUT NO TRUST IN THE UNRIGHTEOUS. FOR THE PATH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IS STRAIGHT, BUT THAT OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS IS CROOKED. BUT WALK IN THE STRAIGHT AND EVEN WAY, AND MIND NOT THE CROOKED. FOR THE CROOKED PATH HAS NO ROADS, BUT HAS MANY PATHLESS PLACES AND STUMBLING-BLOCKS IN IT, AND IT IS ROUGH AND THORNY. IT IS INJURIOUS TO THOSE WHO WALK THEREIN. BUT THEY WHO WALK IN THE STRAIGHT ROAD WALK EVENLY WITHOUT STUMBLING, BECAUSE IT IS NEITHER ROUGH NOR THORNY. YOU SEE, THEN, THAT IT IS BETTER TO WALK IN THIS ROAD." "I WISH TO GO BY THIS ROAD," SAID I. "YOU WILL GO BY IT," SAID HE; "AND WHOEVER TURNS TO THE LORD WITH ALL HIS HEART WILL WALK IN IT." 
CHAPTER 2
"HEAR NOW," SAID HE, "IN REGARD TO FAITH. THERE ARE TWO ANGELS WITH A MAN--ONE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THE OTHER OF INIQUITY." AND I SAID TO HIM, "HOW, SIR, AM I TO KNOW THE POWERS OF THESE, FOR BOTH ANGELS DWELL WITH ME?" "HEAR," SAID HE, AND "UNDERSTAND THEM. THE ANGEL OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IS GENTLE AND MODEST, MEEK AND PEACEFUL. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE ASCENDS INTO YOUR HEART, FORTHWITH HE TALKS TO YOU OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, PURITY, CHASTITY, CONTENTMENT, AND OF EVERY RIGHTEOUS DEED AND GLORIOUS VIRTUE. WHEN ALL THESE ASCEND INTO YOUR HEART, KNOW THAT THE ANGEL OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IS WITH YOU. THESE ARE THE [SEXLESS] DEEDS OF THE ANGEL OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. TRUST HIM, THEN, AND HIS WORKS. LOOK NOW AT THE WORKS OF THE ANGEL OF INIQUITY. FIRST, HE IS WRATHFUL, AND BITTER, AND FOOLISH, AND HIS WORKS ARE EVIL, AND [SEXUAL] RUIN THE SERVANTS OF GOD. WHEN, THEN, HE ASCENDS INTO YOUR HEART, KNOW HIM BY HIS WORKS." AND I SAID TO HIM, "HOW, SIR, I SHALL PERCEIVE HIM, I DONOR KNOW." "HEAR AND UNDERSTAND" SAID HE. "WHEN ANGER COMES UPON YOU, OR HARSHNESS, KNOW THAT HE IS IN YOU; AND YOU WILL KNOW THIS TO BE THE CASE ALSO, WHEN YOU ARE ATTACKED BY A LONGING AFTER MANY TRANSACTIONS, AND THE RICHEST DELICACIES, AND DRUNKEN REVELS, AND DIVERS [SEXUAL] LUXURIES, AND THINGS IMPROPER, AND BY A HANKERING AFTER WOMEN, AND BY OVERREACHING, AND PRIDE, AND BLUSTERING, AND BY WHATEVER IS LIKE TO THESE. WHEN THESE ASCEND INTO YOUR HEART, KNOW THAT THE ANGEL OF INIQUITY IS IN YOU. NOW THAT YOU KNOW HIS WORKS, DEPART FROM HIM, AND IN NO RESPECT TRUST HIM, BECAUSE HIS [SEXUAL] DEEDS ARE EVIL, AND UNPROFITABLE TO THE SERVANTS OF GOD. THESE, THEN, ARE THE [SEXLESS/SEXUAL] ACTIONS OF BOTH ANGELS. UNDERSTAND THEM, AND TRUST THE ANGEL OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; BUT DEPART FROM THE ANGEL OF INIQUITY, BECAUSE HIS INSTRUCTION IS BAD IN EVERY DEED. FOR THOUGH A MAN BE MOST FAITHFUL, AND THE [SEXUAL] THOUGHT OF THIS ANGEL ASCEND INTO HIS HEART, THAT MAN OR WOMAN MUST [SEXUALLY] SIN. ON THE OTHER HAND, BE A MAN OR WOMAN EVER SO BAD, YET, IF THE WORKS OF THE ANGEL OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ASCEND INTO HIS OR HER HEART, HE OR SHE MUST DO SOMETHING GOOD. YOU SEE, THEREFORE, THAT IT IS GOOD TO FOLLOW THE ANGEL OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT TO BID FAREWELL TO THE ANGEL OF INIQUITY. "THIS COMMANDMENT EXHIBITS THE [SEXLESS] DEEDS OF FAITH, THAT YOU MAY TRUST THE WORKS OF THE ANGEL OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND DOING THEM YOU MAY LIVE TO GOD. BUT BELIEVE THE WORKS OF THE ANGEL OF INIQUITY ARE HARD. IF YOU REFUSE TO DO THEM, YOU WILL LIVE TO GOD." 
7TH COMMANDMENT: ON FEARING THE LORD, AND NOT FEARING THE DEVIL
"FEAR," SAID HE, "THE LORD, AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS. FOR IF YOU KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, YOU WILL BE POWERFUL IN EVERY [SEXLESS] ACTION, AND EVERY ONE OF YOUR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS WILL BE INCOMPARABLE. FOR, FEARING THE LORD, YOU WILL DO ALL THINGS WELL. THIS IS THE FEAR WHICH YOU OUGHT TO HAVE, THAT YOU MAY BE SAVED. BUT FEAR NOT THE DEVIL; FOR, FEARING THE LORD, YOU WILL HAVE DOMINION OVER THE DEVIL, FOR THERE IS NO POWER IN HIM. BUT HE IN WHOM THERE IS NO POWER OUGHT ON NO ACCOUNT TO BE AN OBJECT OF FEAR; BUT HE IN WHOM THERE IS GLORIOUS POWER IS TRULY TO BE FEARED. FOR EVERY ONE THAT HAS POWER OUGHT TO BE FEARED; BUT HE WHO HAS NOT POWER IS DESPISED BY ALL. FEAR, THEREFORE, THE [DIABOLIC] DEEDS OF THE DEVIL, SINCE THEY ARE [SEXUALLY] WICKED. FOR, FEARING THE LORD, YOU WILL NOT DO THESE [SEXUAL] DEEDS, BUT WILL REFRAIN FROM THEM. FOR FEARS ARE OF TWO KINDS: FOR IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO DO THAT WHICH IS EVIL, FEAR THE LORD, AND YOU WILL NOT DO IT; BUT, AGAIN, IF YOU WISH TO DO THAT WHICH IS GOOD, FEAR THE LORD, AND YOU WILL DO IT. WHEREFORE THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS STRONG, AND GREAT, AND GLORIOUS. FEAR, THEN, THE LORD, AND YOU WILL LIVE TO HIM, AND AS MANY AS FEAR HIM AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS WILL LIVE TO GOD." "WHY," SAID I, "SIR, DID YOU SAY IN REGARD TO THOSE THAT KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, THAT THEY WILL LIVE TO GOD?" "BECAUSE," SAYS HE, "ALL CREATION FEARS THE LORD, BUT ALL CREATION DOES NOT KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS. THEY ONLY WHO FEAR THE LORD AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS HAVE LIFE WITH GOD; BUT AS TO THOSE WHO KEEP NOT HIS COMMANDMENTS, THERE IS NO LIFE IN THEM." 
8TH COMMANDMENT: WE OUGHT TO SHUN THAT WHICH IS EVIL, AND DO THAT WHICH IS GOOD
"I TOLD YOU," SAID HE, "THAT THE CREATURES OF GOD ARE DOUBLE, FOR RESTRAINT ALSO IS DOUBLE; FOR IN SOME CASES RESTRAINT HAS TO BE EXERCISED IN OTHERS THERE IS NO NEED OF RESTRAINT." "MAKE KNOWN TO ME, SIR," SAY I, "IN WHAT CASES RESTRAINT HAS TO BE EXERCISED, AND IN WHAT CASES IT HAS NOT." "RESTRAIN YOURSELF IN REGARD TO EVIL, AND DO IT NOT; BUT EXERCISE NO RESTRAINT IN REGARD TO GOOD, BUT DO IT. FOR IF YOU EXERCISE RESTRAINT IN THE DOING OF GOOD, YOU WILL COMMIT A GREAT [SEXUAL] SIN; BUT IF YOU EXERCISE RESTRAINT, SO AS NOT TO DO THAT WHICH IS EVIL, YOU ARE PRACTICING GREAT RIGHTEOUSNESS. RESTRAIN YOURSELF, THEREFORE, FROM ALL INIQUITY, AND DO THAT WHICH IS GOOD." "WHAT, SIR," SAY I, "ARE THE EVIL [SEXUAL] DEEDS FROM WHICH WE MUST RESTRAIN OURSELVES?" "HEAR," SAYS HE: "FROM ADULTERY AND FORNICATION, FROM UNLAWFUL [SEXUAL] REVELING, FROM WICKED [SEXUAL] LUXURY, FROM INDULGENCE IN MANY KINDS OF FOOD AND THE [SEXUAL] EXTRAVAGANCE OF RICHES, AND FROM BOASTFULNESS, AND HAUGHTINESS, AND [SEXUAL] INSOLENCE, AND LIES, AND BACKBITING, AND HYPOCRISY, FROM THE REMEMBRANCE OF WRONG, AND FROM ALL SLANDER. THESE ARE THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS THAT ARE MOST WICKED IN THE LIFE OF MEN. FROM ALL THESE [SEXUAL] DEEDS, THEREFORE, THE SERVANT OF GOD MUST [SEXLESSLY] RESTRAIN HIMSELF [2ND THESSALONIANS 2:1-12]. FOR HE WHO DOES NOT [SEXLESSLY] RESTRAIN HIMSELF FROM THESE, CANNOT LIVE TO GOD. LISTEN, THEN, TO THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS THAT ACCOMPANY THESE." "ARE THERE, SIR," SAID I, "ANY OTHER EVIL [SEXUAL] DEEDS?" "THERE ARE," SAYS HE; "AND MANY OF THEM, TOO, FROM WHICH THE SERVANT OF GOD MUST RESTRAIN HIMSELF--THEFT, LYING, ROBBERY, FALSE WITNESS, OVERREACHING, WICKED [SEXUAL] LUST, DECEIT, VAINGLORY, BOASTFULNESS, AND ALL OTHER [SEXUAL] VICES [TABOOS] LIKE TO THESE." "DO YOU NOT [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT THESE ARE REALLY WICKED?" EXCEEDINGLY WICKED IN THE SERVANTS OF GOD. FROM ALL OF THESE THE SERVANT OF GOD MUST RESTRAIN HIMSELF. RESTRAIN YOURSELF, THEN, FROM ALL THESE, THAT YOU MAY LIVE TO GOD, AND YOU WILL BE ENROLLED AMONGST THOSE WHO RESTRAIN THEMSELVES IN REGARD TO THESE MATTERS. THESE, THEN, ARE THE THINGS FROM WHICH YOU MUST RESTRAIN YOURSELF. "BUT LISTEN," SAYS HE, "TO THE THINGS IN REGARD TO WHICH YOU HAVE NOT TO EXERCISE SELF-RESTRAINT, BUT WHICH YOU OUGHT TO DO. RESTRAIN NOT YOURSELF IN REGARD TO THAT WHICH IS GOOD, BUT DO IT." "AND TELL ME, SIR," SAY I, "THE [DIVINE] NATURE OF THE GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS, THAT I MAY WALK IN THEM AND WAIT ON THEM, SO THAT DOING THEM I CAN BE SAVED." "LISTEN," SAYS HE, "TO THE GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS WHICH YOU OUGHT TO DO, AND IN REGARD TO WHICH THERE IS NO SELF-RESTRAINT REQUISITE. FIRST OF ALL, THERE IS FAITH, THEN FEAR OF THE LORD, [SEXLESS] LOVE, CONCORD, [SEXLESS] WORDS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, TRUTH, PATIENCE. THAN THESE, NOTHING IS BETTER IN THE LIFE OF MEN. IF ANY ONE ATTEND TO THESE, AND RESTRAIN HIMSELF NOT FROM THEM, BLESSED IS HE IN HIS LIFE. THEN THERE ARE THE FOLLOWING ATTENDANT ON THESE: HELPING WIDOWS, LOOKING AFTER ORPHANS AND THE NEEDY, RESCUING THE SERVANTS OF GOD FROM NECESSITIES, THE BEING HOSPITABLE--FOR IN HOSPITALITY GOOD-DOING FINDS A FIELD--NEVER OPPOSING ANY ONE, THE BEING QUIET, HAVING FEWER NEEDS THAN ALL MEN, REVERENCING THE AGED, PRACTICING RIGHTEOUSNESS, WATCHING THE BROTHERHOOD, BEARING [SEXLESS] INSOLENCE [DISRESPECT], BEING LONG-SUFFERING, ENCOURAGING THOSE WHO ARE SICK IN SOUL, NOT CASTING THOSE WHO HAVE FALLEN INTO [SEXUAL] SIN FROM THE FAITH, BUT TURNING THEM BACK AND RESTORING THEM TO PEACE OF MIND, ADMONISHING [SEXUAL] SINNERS, NOT OPPRESSING DEBTORS AND THE NEEDY, AND IF THERE ARE ANY OTHER [SEXLESS] ACTIONS LIKE THESE. DO THESE SEEM TO YOU GOOD?" SAYS HE. "FOR WHAT, SIR," SAY I, "IS BETTER THAN THESE?" "WALK THEN IN THEM," SAYS HE, "AND RESTRAIN NOT YOURSELF FROM THEM, AND YOU WILL LIVE TO GOD. KEEP, THEREFORE, THIS COMMANDMENT. IF YOU DO GOOD, AND RESTRAIN NOT YOURSELF FROM IT, YOU WILL LIVE TO GOD. ALL WHO ACT THUS WILL LIVE TO GOD. AND, AGAIN, IF YOU REFUSE TO DO EVIL, AND RESTRAIN YOURSELF FROM IT, YOU WILL LIVE TO GOD. AND ALL WILL LIVE TO GOD WHO KEEP THESE COMMANDMENTS, AND WALK IN THEM." 
9TH COMMANDMENT: PRAYER MUST BE MADE TO THE LORD WITHOUT CEASING AND WITH UNWAVERING CONFIDENCE
HE SAYS TO ME, "PUT AWAY DOUBTING FROM YOU AND DO NOT HESITATE TO ASK OF THE LORD, SAYING TO YOURSELF, 'HOW CAN I ASK OF THE LORD AND RECEIVE FROM HIM, SEEING I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED SO MUCH AGAINST HIM?' DO NOT THUS REASON WITH YOURSELF, BUT WITH ALL YOUR HEART TURN TO THE LORD AND ASK OF HIM WITHOUT DOUBTING, AND YOU WILL KNOW THE MULTITUDE OF HIS TENDER MERCIES; THAT HE WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU, BUT FULFIL THE REQUEST OF YOUR SOUL. FOR HE IS NOT LIKE MEN, WHO REMEMBER EVILS DONE AGAINST THEM; BUT HE HIMSELF REMEMBERS NOT EVILS, AND HAS COMPASSION ON HIS OWN CREATURE, CLEANSE, THEREFORE, YOUR HEART FROM ALL THE VANITIES OF THIS WORLD, AND FROM THE WORDS ALREADY MENTIONED, AND ASK OF THE LORD AND YOU WILL RECEIVE ALL, AND IN NONE OF YOUR REQUESTS WILL YOU BE DENIED WHICH YOU MAKE TO THE LORD WITHOUT DOUBTING. BUT IF YOU DOUBT IN YOUR HEART, YOU WILL RECEIVE NONE OF YOUR REQUESTS. FOR THOSE WHO DOUBT REGARDING GOD ARE DOUBLE-SOULED, AND OBTAIN NOT ONE OF THEIR REQUESTS. BUT THOSE WHO ARE PERFECT IN FAITH ASK EVERYTHING, TRUSTING IN THE LORD; AND THEY OBTAIN, BECAUSE THEY ASK NOTHING DOUBTING, AND NOT BEING DOUBLE-SOULED. FOR EVERY DOUBLE-SOULED MAN, EVEN IF HE, REPENT, WILL WITH DIFFICULTY BE SAVED. CLEANSE YOUR HEART, THEREFORE, FROM ALL DOUBT, AND PUT ON FAITH, BECAUSE IT IS STRONG, AND TRUST GOD THAT YOU WILL OBTAIN FROM HIM ALL THAT YOU ASK. AND IF AT ANY TIME, AFTER YOU HAVE ASKED OF THE LORD, YOU ARE SLOWER IN OBTAINING YOUR REQUEST [THAN YOU EXPECTED], DO NOT DOUBT BECAUSE YOU HAVE NOT SOON OBTAINED THE REQUEST OF YOUR SOUL; FOR INVARIABLY IT IS ON ACCOUNT OF SOME [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION OR SOME [SEXUAL] SIN OF WHICH YOU ARE IGNORANT THAT YOU ARE SLOWER IN OBTAINING YOUR REQUEST. WHEREFORE DO NOT CEASE TO MAKE THE REQUEST OF YOUR SOUL, AND YOU WILL OBTAIN IT. BUT IF YOU GROW WEARY AND WAVER IN YOUR REQUEST, BLAME YOURSELF, AND NOT HIM WHO DOES NOT GIVE TO YOU. CONSIDER THIS DOUBTING STATE OF MIND, FOR IT IS WICKED AND SENSELESS, AND TURNS MANY AWAY ENTIRELY FROM THE FAITH, EVEN THOUGH THEY BE VERY STRONG. FOR THIS DOUBTING IS THE DAUGHTER OF THE DEVIL, AND ACTS EXCEEDINGLY WICKEDLY TO THE SERVANTS OF GOD. DESPISE, THEN, DOUBTING, AND GAIN THE MASTERY OVER IT IN EVERYTHING; CLOTHING YOURSELF WITH FAITH, WHICH IS STRONG AND POWERFUL. FOR FAITH PROMISES ALL THINGS, PERFECTS ALL THINGS; BUT DOUBT HAVING NO THOROUGH FAITH IN ITSELF, FAILS IN EVERY WORK WHICH IT UNDERTAKES. YOU SEE, THEN," SAYS HE, "THAT, FAITH IS FROM ABOVE--FROM THE LORD --AND HAS GREAT POWER; BUT DOUBT IS AN EARTHLY SPIRIT, COMING FROM THE DEVIL, AND HAS NO POWER. SERVE, THEN, THAT WHICH HAS POWER, NAMELY FAITH, AND KEEP AWAY FROM DOUBT, WHICH HAS NO POWER, AND YOU WILL LIVE TO GOD. AND ALL WILL LIVE TO GOD WHOSE MINDS HAVE BEEN SET ON THESE THINGS." SECOND BOOK: COMMANDMENTS
10TH COMMANDMENT: OF GRIEF, AND NOT GRIEVING THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WHICH IS IN US
CHAPTER 1
"REMOVE FROM YOU," SAYS HE, "GRIEF; FOR SHE IS THE SISTER OF DOUBT AND ANGER." "HOW, SIR," SAY I, "IS SHE THE SISTER OF THESE? FOR ANGER, DOUBT, AND GRIEF SEEM TO BE QUITE DIFFERENT FROM EACH OTHER." "YOU ARE SENSELESS, O MAN. DO YOU NOT PERCEIVE THAT GRIEF IS MORE WICKED THAN ALL THE SPIRITS, AND MOST TERRIBLE TO THE SERVANTS OF GOD, AND MORE THAN ALL OTHER SPIRITS DESTROYS MAN AND CRUSHES OUT THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND YET, ON THE OTHER HAND, SHE SAVES HIM?" "I AM SENSELESS, SIR," SAY I, "AND DO NOT UNDERSTAND THESE PARABLES. FOR HOW SHE CAN CRUSH OUT, AND ON THE OTHER HAND SAVE, I DO NOT PERCEIVE." "LISTEN," SAYS HE. "THOSE WHO HAVE NEVER SEARCHED FOR THE TRUTH, NOR INVESTIGATED THE [DIVINE] NATURE OF THE DIVINITY, BUT HAVE SIMPLY BELIEVED, WHEN THEY DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO AND BECOME MIXED UP WITH BUSINESS, AND WEALTH, AND HEATHEN FRIENDSHIPS, AND MANY OTHER [SEXUAL] ACTIONS OF THIS WORLD, DO NOT PERCEIVE THE PARABLES OF DIVINITY; FOR THEIR MINDS ARE DARKENED BY THESE [SEXUAL] ACTIONS, AND THEY ARE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED AND BECOME DRIED UP. EVEN AS BEAUTIFUL VINES, WHEN THEY ARE NEGLECTED, ARE WITHERED UP BY THORNS AND DIVER’S PLANTS, SO MEN WHO HAVE BELIEVED, AND HAVE AFTERWARDS FALLEN AWAY INTO MANY OF THOSE [SEXUAL] ACTIONS ABOVE MENTIONED, GO ASTRAY IN THEIR MINDS, AND LOSE ALL UNDERSTANDING IN REGARD TO RIGHTEOUSNESS; FOR IF THEY HEAR OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THEIR MINDS ARE OCCUPIED WITH THEIR BUSINESS, AND THEY GIVE NO HEED AT ALL. THOSE, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHO HAVE THE FEAR OF GOD, AND SEARCH AFTER GODHEAD AND TRUTH, AND HAVE THEIR HEARTS TURNED TO THE LORD, QUICKLY PERCEIVE AND UNDERSTAND WHAT IS SAID TO THEM, BECAUSE THEY HAVE THE FEAR OF THE LORD IN THEM. FOR WHERE THE LORD DWELLS, THERE IS MUCH UNDERSTANDING. CLEAVE, THEN, TO THE LORD, AND YOU WILL UNDERSTAND AND PERCEIVE ALL THINGS. 
CHAPTER 2
"HEAR, THEN," SAYS HE, "FOOLISH MAN, HOW GRIEF CRUSHES OUT THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND ON THE OTHER HAND SAVES. WHEN THE DOUBTING MAN ATTEMPTS ANY DEED, AND FAILS IN IT ON ACCOUNT OF HIS DOUBT, THIS GRIEF ENTERS INTO THE MAN, AND GRIEVES THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND CRUSHES HIM OUT. THEN, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHEN ANGER ATTACHES ITSELF TO A MAN IN REGARD TO ANY MATTER, AND HE IS EMBITTERED, THEN GRIEF ENTERS INTO THE HEART OF THE MAN WHO WAS IRRITATED, AND HE IS GRIEVED AT THE DEED WHICH HE DID, AND REPENTS THAT HE HAS WROUGHT A WICKED DEED. THIS GRIEF, THEN, APPEARS TO BE ACCOMPANIED BY SALVATION, BECAUSE THE MAN, AFTER HAVING DONE A WICKED DEED, REPENTED. BOTH [SEXUAL] ACTIONS GRIEVE THE SPIRIT: DOUBT, BECAUSE IT DID NOT ACCOMPLISH ITS OBJECT; AND ANGER GRIEVES THE SPIRIT, BECAUSE IT DID WHAT WAS WICKED. BOTH THESE ARE GRIEVOUS TO THE HOLY SPIRIT--DOUBT AND ANGER. WHEREFORE REMOVE GRIEF FROM YOU, AND CRUSH NOT THE HOLY SPIRIT WHICH DWELLS IN YOU, LEST HE ENTREAT GOD AGAINST YOU, AND HE WITHDRAW FROM YOU. FOR THE SPIRIT OF GOD WHICH HAS BEEN GRANTED TO US TO DWELL IN THIS BODY DOES NOT ENDURE GRIEF NOR STRAIGHTNESS. WHEREFORE PUT ON CHEERFULNESS, WHICH ALWAYS IS AGREEABLE AND ACCEPTABLE TO GOD, AND REJOICE IN IT. FOR EVERY CHEERFUL MAN DOES WHAT IS GOOD, AND MINDS WHAT IS GOOD, AND DESPISES GRIEF; BUT THE SORROWFUL MAN ALWAYS ACTS WICKEDLY. FIRST, HE ACTS WICKEDLY BECAUSE HE GRIEVES THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHICH WAS GIVEN TO MAN A CHEERFUL SPIRIT. SECONDLY, GRIEVING THE HOLY SPIRIT, HE WORKS INIQUITY, NEITHER ENTREATING THE LORD NOR CONFESSING TO HIM. FOR THE ENTREATY OF THE SORROWFUL MAN HAS NO POWER TO ASCEND TO THE ALTAR OF GOD." "WHY," SAY I, "DOES NOT THE ENTREATY OF THE GRIEVED MAN ASCEND TO THE ALTAR?" "BECAUSE," SAYS HE, "GRIEF SITS IN HIS HEART. GRIEF, THEN, MINGLED WITH HIS ENTREATY, DOES NOT PERMIT THE ENTREATY TO ASCEND PURE TO THE ALTAR OF GOD. FOR AS VINEGAR AND WINE, WHEN MIXED IN THE SAME VESSEL, DO NOT GIVE THE SAME [SEXUAL] PLEASURE [AS WINE ALONE GIVES], SO GRIEF MIXED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT DOES NOT PRODUCE THE SAME ENTREATY [AS WOULD BE PRODUCED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT ALONE]. CLEANSE YOURSELF FROM THIS WICKED GRIEF, AND YOU WILL LIVE TO GOD; AND ALL WILL LIVE TO GOD WHO DRIVE AWAY GRIEF FROM THEM, AND PUT ON ALL CHEERFULNESS." 
11TH COMMANDMENT: THE SPIRIT AND PROPHETS TO BE TRIED BY THEIR WORKS, ALSO OF THE TWO KINDS OF SPIRIT
HE POINTED OUT TO ME SOME MEN SITTING ON A SEAT, AND ONE MAN SITTING ON A CHAIR. AND HE SAYS TO ME, "DO YOU SEE THE PERSONS SITTING ON THE SEAT?" "I DO, SIR," SAID I. "THESE," SAYS HE, "ARE THE FAITHFUL, AND HE WHO SITS ON THE CHAIR IS A FALSE PROPHET, [SEXUALLY] RUINING THE MINDS OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD. IT IS THE DOUBTERS, NOT THE FAITHFUL, THAT HE [SEXUALLY] RUINS. THESE DOUBTERS THEN GO TO HIM AS TO A SOOTHSAYER, AND INQUIRE OF HIM WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THEM; AND HE, THE FALSE PROPHET, NOT HAVING THE POWER OF A DIVINE SPIRIT IN HIM, ANSWERS THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR INQUIRIES, AND ACCORDING TO THEIR WICKED [SEXUAL] DESIRES, AND FILLS THEIR SOULS WITH EXPECTATIONS, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN WISHES. FOR BEING HIMSELF EMPTY, HE GIVES EMPTY ANSWERS TO EMPTY INQUIRERS; FOR EVERY ANSWER IS MADE TO THE EMPTINESS OF MAN. SOME TRUE [SEXLESS] WORDS HE DOES OCCASIONALLY UTTER; FOR THE DEVIL FILLS HIM WITH HIS OWN SPIRIT, IN THE HOPE THAT HE MAY BE ABLE TO OVERCOME SOME OF THE RIGHTEOUS. AS MANY, THEN, AS ARE STRONG IN THE FAITH OF THE LORD, AND ARE CLOTHED WITH TRUTH, HAVE NO CONNECTION WITH SUCH SPIRITS, BUT KEEP AWAY FROM THEM; BUT AS MANY AS ARE OF DOUBTFUL MINDS AND FREQUENTLY REPENT, BETAKE THEMSELVES TO SOOTHSAYING, EVEN AS THE HEATHEN, AND BRING GREATER [SEXUAL] SIN UPON THEMSELVES BY THEIR [SEXUAL] IDOLATRY. FOR HE WHO INQUIRES OF A FALSE PROPHET IN REGARD TO ANY [SEXUAL] ACTION IS AN IDOLATER, AND DEVOID OF THE TRUTH, AND FOOLISH. FOR NO SPIRIT GIVEN BY GOD REQUIRES TO BE ASKED; BUT SUCH A SPIRIT HAVING THE POWER OF DIVINITY SPEAKS ALL THINGS OF ITSELF, FOR IT PROCEEDS FROM ABOVE FROM THE POWER OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT. BUT THE SPIRIT WHICH IS ASKED AND SPEAKS ACCORDING TO THE [SEXUAL] DESIRES OF MEN IS EARTHLY, LIGHT, AND POWERLESS, AND IT IS ALTOGETHER SILENT IF IT IS NOT QUESTIONED." "HOW THEN, SIR," SAY I, "WILL A MAN KNOW WHICH OF THEM IS THE PROPHET, AND WHICH THE FALSE PROPHET?" "I WILL TELL YOU," SAYS HE, "ABOUT BOTH THE PROPHETS, AND THEN YOU CAN TRY THE TRUE AND THE FALSE PROPHET ACCORDING TO MY DIRECTIONS. TRY THE MAN WHO HAS THE DIVINE SPIRIT BY HIS LIFE. FIRST, HE WHO HAS THE DIVINE SPIRIT PROCEEDING FROM ABOVE IS MEEK, AND PEACEABLE, AND HUMBLE, AND REFRAINS FROM, ALL INIQUITY AND THE VAIN [SEXUAL] DESIRE OF THIS WORLD, AND CONTENTS HIMSELF WITH FEWER WANTS THAN THOSE OF OTHER MEN, AND WHEN ASKED HE MAKES NO REPLY; NOR DOES HE SPEAK PRIVATELY, NOR WHEN MAN WISHES THE SPIRIT TO SPEAK DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT SPEAK, BUT IT SPEAKS ONLY WHEN GOD WISHES IT TO SPEAK. WHEN, THEN, A MAN HAVING THE DIVINE SPIRIT COMES INTO AN ASSEMBLY OF RIGHTEOUS MEN WHO HAVE FAITH IN THE DIVINE SPIRIT, AND THIS ASSEMBLY OF MEN OFFERS UP PRAYER TO GOD, THEN THE ANGEL OF THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT, WHO IS DESTINED FOR HIM, FILLS THE MAN; AND THE MAN BEING FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, SPEAKS TO THE MULTITUDE AS THE LORD WISHES. THUS, THEN, WILL THE SPIRIT OF DIVINITY BECOME MANIFEST. WHATEVER POWER THEREFORE COMES FROM THE SPIRIT OF DIVINITY BELONGS TO THE LORD. HEAR, THEN," SAYS HE, "IN REGARD TO THE SPIRIT WHICH IS EARTHLY, AND EMPTY, AND POWERLESS, AND FOOLISH. FIRST, THE MAN WHO SEEMS TO HAVE THE SPIRIT EXALTS HIMSELF, AND WISHES TO HAVE THE FIRST SEAT, AND IS BOLD, AND IMPUDENT, AND TALKATIVE, AND LIVES IN THE MIDST OF MANY [SEXUAL] LUXURIES AND MANY OTHER [SEXUAL] DELUSIONS, AND TAKES REWARDS FOR HIS PROPHECY; AND IF HE DOES NOT RECEIVE REWARDS, HE DOES NOT PROPHESY. CAN, THEN, THE DIVINE SPIRIT TAKE REWARDS AND PROPHESY? IT IS NOT POSSIBLE THAT THE PROPHET OF GOD SHOULD DO THIS, BUT PROPHETS OF THIS [SEXUAL] CHARACTER ARE POSSESSED BY AN EARTHLY SPIRIT [JAMES 3:14-16]. THEN IT NEVER APPROACHES AN ASSEMBLY OF RIGHTEOUS MEN, BUT SHUNS THEM. AND IT ASSOCIATES WITH DOUBTERS AND THE VAIN, AND PROPHESIES TO THEM IN A COMER, AND DECEIVES THEM, SPEAKING TO THEM, ACCORDING TO THEIR [SEXUAL] DESIRES, MERE EMPTY [SEXUAL] WORDS: FOR THEY ARE EMPTY TO WHOM IT GIVES ITS ANSWERS. FOR THE EMPTY VESSEL, WHEN PLACED ALONG WITH THE EMPTY, IS NOT CRASHED, BUT THEY CORRESPOND TO EACH OTHER. WHEN, THEREFORE, IT COMES INTO AN ASSEMBLY OF RIGHTEOUS MEN WHO HAVE A SPIRIT OF DIVINITY, AND THEY OFFER UP PRAYER, THAT MAN IS MADE EMPTY, AND THE EARTHLY SPIRIT TEES FROM HIM THROUGH FEAR, AND THAT MAN IS MADE DUMB, AND IS ENTIRELY CRASHED, BEING UNABLE TO SPEAK. FOR IF YOU PACK CLOSELY A STOREHOUSE WITH WINE OR OIL, AND PUT AN EMPTY JAR IN THE MIDST OF THE VESSELS OF WINE OR OIL, YOU WILL FIND THAT JAR EMPTY AS WHEN YOU PLACED IT, IF YOU SHOULD WISH TO CLEAR THE STOREHOUSE. SO ALSO, THE EMPTY PROPHETS, WHEN THEY COME TO THE SPIRITS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, ARE FOUND [ON LEAVING] TO BE SUCH AS THEY WERE WHEN THEY CAME. THIS, THEN, IS THE MODE OF LIFE OF BOTH PROPHETS. TRY BY HIS [SEXLESS] DEEDS AND HIS LIFE THE MAN WHO SAYS THAT HE IS INSPIRED. BUT AS FOR YOU, TRUST THE SPIRIT WHICH COMES FROM GOD [JAMES 3:13, 17-18; 4:7-10 & 1ST PETER 5:5-11], AND HAS POWER; BUT THE SPIRIT WHICH IS EARTHLY AND EMPTY TRUST NOT AT ALL [JAMES 3:14-16; 4:1-6], FOR THERE IS NO POWER IN IT: IT COMES FROM THE DEVIL. HEAR, THEN, THE PARABLE WHICH I AM TO TELL YOU. TAKE A STONE, AND THROW IT TO THE SKY, AND SEE IF YOU CAN TOUCH IT. OR AGAIN, TAKE A SQUIRT OF WATER AND SQUIRT INTO THE SKY, AND SEE IF YOU CAN PENETRATE THE SKY." "HOW, SIR," SAY I, "CAN THESE THINGS TAKE PLACE? FOR BOTH OF THEM ARE IMPOSSIBLE." "AS THESE THINGS," SAYS HE, "ARE IMPOSSIBLE, SO ALSO ARE THE EARTHLY SPIRITS POWERLESS AND PITHLESS. BUT LOOK, ON THE OTHER HAND, AT THE POWER WHICH COMES FROM ABOVE. HAIL IS OF THE SIZE OF A VERY SMALL GRAIN, YET WHEN IT FALLS ON A MAN'S HEAD HOW MUCH ANNOYANCE IT GIVES HIM! OR, AGAIN, TAKE THE DROP WHICH FALLS FROM A PITCHER TO THE GROUND, AND YET IT HOLLOWS A STONE. YOU SEE, THEN, THAT THE SMALLEST THINGS COMING FROM ABOVE HAVE GREAT POWER WHEN THEY FALL UPON THE EARTH. THUS, ALSO IS THE DIVINE SPIRIT, WHICH COMES FROM ABOVE, POWERFUL. TRUST, THEN, THAT SPIRIT, BUT HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THE OTHER." 
12TH COMMANDMENT: ON THE TWOFOLD DESIRE. THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD CAN BE KEPT, AND BELIEVERS OUGHT NOT TO FEAR THE DEVIL
CHAPTER 1
HE SAYS TO ME, "PUT AWAY FROM YOU ALL WICKED [SEXUAL] DESIRE, AND CLOTHE YOURSELF WITH GOOD AND CHASTE [SEXLESS] DESIRE; FOR CLOTHED WITH THIS [SEXLESS] DESIRE YOU WILL HATE WICKED [SEXUAL] DESIRE, AND WILL REIN YOURSELF IN EVEN AS YOU WISH. FOR WICKED [SEXUAL] DESIRE IS WILD, AND IS WITH DIFFICULTY TAMED. FOR IT IS TERRIBLE, AND CONSUMES MEN EXCEEDINGLY BY ITS WILDNESS. ESPECIALLY IS THE SERVANT OF GOD TERRIBLY CONSUMED BY IT, IF HE FALLS INTO IT AND IS DEVOID OF UNDERSTANDING. MOREOVER, IT CONSUMES ALL SUCH AS HAVE NOT ON THEM THE GARMENT OF GOOD [SEXLESS] DESIRE, BUT ARE ENTANGLED AND MIXED UP WITH THIS WORLD. THESE IT DELIVERS UP TO DEATH." "WHAT THEN, SIR," SAY I, "ARE THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF WICKED [SEXUAL] DESIRE WHICH DELIVER MEN OVER TO DEATH? MAKE THEM KNOWN TO ME, AND I WILL REFRAIN FROM THEM." "LISTEN, THEN, TO THE WORKS IN WHICH EVIL [SEXUAL] DESIRE SLAYS THE SERVANTS OF GOD." 
CHAPTER 2
"FOREMOST OF ALL IS THE [SEXUAL] DESIRE AFTER ANOTHER'S WIFE OR HUSBAND, AND AFTER [SEXUAL] EXTRAVAGANCE, AND MANY USELESS DAINTIES AND DRINKS, AND MANY OTHER FOOLISH [SEXUAL] LUXURIES; FOR ALL [SEXUAL] LUXURY IS FOOLISH AND EMPTY IN THE SERVANTS OF GOD. THESE, THEN, ARE THE EVIL [SEXUAL] DESIRES WHICH SLAY THE SERVANTS OF GOD. FOR THIS EVIL [SEXUAL] DESIRE IS THE DAUGHTER OF THE DEVIL. YOU MUST REFRAIN FROM EVIL [SEXUAL] DESIRES, THAT BY REFRAINING YE MAY LIVE TO GOD. BUT AS MANY AS ARE MASTERED BY THEM, AND DO NOT RESIST THEM, WILL PERISH AT LAST, FOR THESE [SEXUAL] DESIRES ARE FATAL. PUT YOU ON, THEN, THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND ARMING YOURSELF WITH THE FEAR OF THE LORD, RESIST THEM. FOR THE FEAR OF THE LORD DWELLS IN GOOD [SEXLESS] DESIRE. BUT IF EVIL [SEXUAL] DESIRE SEE YOU ARMED WITH THE FEAR OF GOD, AND RESISTING IT, IT WILL FLEE FAR FROM YOU, AND IT WILL NO LONGER APPEAR TO YOU, FOR IT FEARS YOUR ARMOR. GO, THEN, GARLANDED WITH THE CROWN WHICH YOU HAVE GAINED FOR VICTORY OVER IT, TO THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND, DELIVERING UP TO IT THE PRIZE WHICH YOU HAVE RECEIVED, SERVE IT EVEN AS IT WISHES. IF YOU SERVE GOOD [SEXLESS] DESIRE, AND BE SUBJECT TO IT, YOU WILL GAIN THE MASTERY OVER EVIL [SEXUAL] DESIRE, AND MAKE IT SUBJECT TO YOU EVEN AS YOU WISH." 
CHAPTER 3
"I SHOULD LIKE TO HOW," SAY I, "IN WHAT WAY I OUGHT TO SERVE GOOD [SEXLESS] DESIRE." "HEAR," SAYS HE: "YOU WILL PRACTICE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND VIRTUE, TRUTH AND THE FEAR OF THE LORD, FAITH AND MEEKNESS, AND WHATSOEVER EXCELLENCES ARE LIKE TO THESE. PRACTICING THESE, YOU WILL BE A WELL-PLEASING SERVANT OF GOD, AND YOU WILL LIVE TO HIM; AND EVERY ONE WHO SHALL SERVE GOOD [SEXLESS] DESIRE, SHALL LIVE TO GOD." HE CONCLUDED THE TWELVE COMMANDMENTS, AND SAID TO ME, "YOU HAVE NOW THESE COMMANDMENTS. WALK IN THEM, AND EXHORT YOUR HEARERS THAT THEIR REPENTANCE MAY BE PURE DURING THE REMAINDER OF THEIR LIFE. FULFIL CAREFULLY THIS MINISTRY WHICH I NOW ENTRUST TO YOU, AND YOU WILL ACCOMPLISH MUCH. FOR YOU WILL FIND FAVOUR AMONG THOSE WHO ARE TO REPENT, AND THEY WILL GIVE HEED TO YOUR WORDS; FOR I WILL BE WITH YOU, AND WILL COMPEL THEM TO OBEY YOU." I SAY TO HIM, "SIR, THESE COMMANDMENTS ARE GREAT, AND GOOD, AND GLORIOUS, AND FITTED TO GLADDEN THE HEART OF THE MAN WHO CAN PERFORM THEM. BUT I DO NOT KNOW IF THESE COMMANDMENTS CAN BE KEPT BY MAN, BECAUSE THEY ARE EXCEEDING HARD." HE ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME, "IF YOU LAY IT DOWN AS CERTAIN THAT THEY CAN BE KEPT, THEN YOU WILL EASILY KEEP THEM, AND THEY WILL NOT BE HARD. BUT IF YOU COME TO IMAGINE THAT THEY CANNOT BE KEPT BY MAN, THEN YOU WILL NOT KEEP THEM. NOW I SAY TO YOU, IF YOU DO NOT KEEP THEM, BUT NEGLECT THEM, YOU WILL NOT BE SAVED, NOR YOUR CHILDREN, NOR YOUR HOUSE, SINCE YOU HAVE ALREADY DETERMINED FOR YOURSELF THAT THESE COMMANDMENTS CANNOT BE KEPT BY MAN." 
CHAPTER 4
THESE THINGS HE SAID TO ME IN TONES OF THE DEEPEST ANGER, SO THAT I WAS CONFOUNDED AND EXCEEDINGLY AFRAID OF HIM, FOR HIS FIGURE WAS ALTERED SO THAT A MAN COULD NOT ENDURE HIS ANGER. BUT SEEING ME ALTOGETHER AGITATED AND CONFUSED, HE BEGAN TO SPEAK TO ME IN MORE GENTLE TONES; AND HE SAID: "O FEEL, SENSELESS AND DOUBTING, DO YOU NOT PERCEIVE HOW GREAT IS THE GLORY OF GOD, AND HOW STRONG AND MARVELOUS, IN THAT HE CREATED THE WORLD FOR THE SAKE OF MAN, AND SUBJECTED ALL CREATION TO HIM, AND GAVE HIM POWER TO RULE OVER EVERYTHING UNDER HEAVEN? IF, THEN, MAN [EXODUS 15:3] IS LORD OF THE CREATURES OF GOD, AND RULES OVER ALL, IS HE NOT ABLE TO BE LORD ALSO OF THESE COMMANDMENTS? FOR," SAYS HE, "THE MAN WHO HAS THE LORD IN HIS HEART CAN ALSO BE LORD OF ALL, AND OF EVERY ONE OF THESE COMMANDMENTS. BUT TO THOSE WHO HAVE THE LORD ONLY ON THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEARTS HARDENED, AND WHO ARE FAR FROM THE LORD, THE COMMANDMENTS ARE HARD AND DIFFICULT. PUT, THEREFORE, YE WHO ARE EMPTY AND FICKLE IN YOUR FAITH, THE LORD IN YOUR HEART, AND YE WILL KNOW THAT THERE IS NOTHING EASIER OR SWEETER, OR MORE MANAGEABLE, THAN THESE COMMANDMENTS. RETURN, YE WHO WALK IN THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE DEVIL, IN HARD, AND BITTER, AND WILD LICENTIOUSNESS, AND FEAR NOT THE DEVIL; FOR THERE IS NO POWER IN HIM AGAINST YOU, FOR I WILL BE WITH YOU, THE ANGEL OF REPENTANCE, WHO AM LORD OVER HIM. THE DEVIL HAS FEAR ONLY, BUT HIS FEAR HAS NO STRENGTH. FEAR HIM NOT, THEN, AND HE WILL FLEE FROM YOU." 
CHAPTER 5
I SAY TO HIM, "SIR, LISTEN TO ME FOR A MOMENT." "SAY WHAT YOU WISH," SAYS HE. "MAN, SIR," SAY I, "IS EAGER TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND THERE IS NO ONE WHO DOES NOT ASK OF THE LORD THAT STRENGTH MAY BE GIVEN HIM FOR THESE COMMANDMENTS, AND THAT HE MAY BE SUBJECT TO THEM; BUT THE DEVIL IS HARD, AND HOLDS SWAY OVER THEM." "HE CANNOT," SAYS HE, "HOLD SWAY OVER THE SERVANTS OF GOD, WHO WITH ALL THEIR HEART PLACE THEIR HOPES IN HIM. THE DEVIL CAN WRESTLE AGAINST THESE, OVERTHROW THEM HE CANNOT. IF, THEN, YE RESIST HIM, HE WILL BE CONQUERED, AND FLEE IN DISGRACE FROM YOU. AS MANY, THEREFORE," SAYS HE, "AS ARE EMPTY, FEAR THE DEVIL, AS POSSESSING POWER. WHEN A MAN HAS FILLED VERY SUITABLE JARS WITH GOOD WINE, AND A FEW AMONG THOSE JARS ARE LEFT EMPTY, THEN HE COMES TO THE JARS, AND DOES NOT LOOK AT THE FULL JARS, FOR HE KNOWS THAT THEY ARE FULL; BUT HE LOOKS AT THE EMPTY, BEING AFRAID LEST THEY HAVE BECOME SOUR. FOR EMPTY JARS QUICKLY BECOME SOUR, AND THE GOODNESS OF THE WINE IS GONE. SO, ALSO THE DEVIL GOES TO ALL THE SERVANTS OF GOD TO TRY THEM. AS MANY, THEN, AS ARE FULL IN THE FAITH, RESIST HIM STRONGLY, AND HE WITHDRAWS FROM THEM, HAVING NO WAY BY WHICH HE MIGHT ENTER THEM. HE GOES, THEN, TO THE EMPTY, AND FINDING A WAY OF ENTRANCE, INTO THEM, HE PRODUCES IN THEM WHATEVER HE WISHES, AND THEY BECOME HIS SERVANTS. 
CHAPTER 6
"BUT I, THE ANGEL OF REPENTANCE, SAY TO YOU FEAR NOT THE DEVIL; FOR I WAS SENT," SAYS HE, "TO BE WITH YOU WHO REPENT WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND TO MAKE YOU STRONG IN FAITH. TRUST GOD, THEN, YE WHO ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS HAVE DESPAIRED OF LIFE, AND WHO ADD TO YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS AND WEIGH DOWN YOUR LIFE; FOR IF YE RETURN TO THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND PRACTICE RIGHTEOUSNESS THE REST OF YOUR DAYS, AND SERVE HIM ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, HE WILL HEAL YOUR FORMER [NON-SEXUAL] SINS, AND YOU WILL HAVE POWER TO HOLD SWAY OVER THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL. BUT AS TO THE THREATS OF THE DEVIL, FEAR THEM NOT AT ALL, FOR HE IS POWERLESS AS THE SINEWS OF A DEAD MAN. GIVE EAR TO ME, THEN, AND FEAR HIM WHO HAS ALL POWER, BOTH TO SAVE AND DESTROY, AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND YE WILL LIVE TO GOD." I SAY TO HIM, "SIR, I AM NOW MADE STRONG IN ALL THE ORDINANCES OF THE LORD, BECAUSE YOU ARE WITH ME; AND I KNOW THAT YOU WILL CRUSH ALL THE POWER OF THE DEVIL, AND WE SHALL HAVE RULE OVER HIM, AND SHALL PREVAIL AGAINST ALL HIS WORKS. AND I HOPE, SIR, TO BE ABLE TO KEEP ALL THESE COMMANDMENTS WHICH YOU HAVE ENJOINED UPON ME, THE LORD STRENGTHENING ME." "YOU WILL KEEP THEM," SAYS HE, "IF YOUR HEART BE PURE TOWARDS THE LORD; AND ALL WILL KEEP THEM WHO CLEANSE THEIR HEARTS FROM THE VAIN [SEXUAL] DESIRES OF THIS WORLD, AND THEY WILL LIVE TO GOD." 
THE 3RD BOOK OF THE SHEPHERD OF HERMAS CALLED THE SIMILITUDES
1ST SIMILITUDE: AS IN THIS WORLD WE HAVE NO ABIDING CITY, WE OUGHT TO SEEK ONE TO COME
HE SAYS TO ME, "YOU KNOW THAT YOU WHO ARE THE SERVANTS OF GOD DWELL IN A STRANGE LAND; FOR YOUR CITY IS FAR AWAY FROM THIS ONE. IF, THEN," HE CONTINUES, "YOU KNOW YOUR CITY IN WHICH YOU ARE TO DWELL, WHY DO YE HERE PROVIDE LANDS, AND MAKE EXPENSIVE PREPARATIONS, AND ACCUMULATE DWELLINGS AND USELESS BUILDINGS? HE WHO MAKES SUCH PREPARATIONS FOR THIS CITY CANNOT RETURN AGAIN TO HIS OWN. OH FOOLISH, AND UNSTABLE, AND MISERABLE MAN! DOST THOU NOT UNDERSTAND THAT ALL THESE THINGS BELONG TO ANOTHER, AND ARE UNDER THE POWER OF ANOTHER? FOR THE LORD OF THIS CITY WILL SAY, 'I DO NOT WISH THEE TO DWELL IN MY CITY; BUT DEPART FROM THIS CITY, BECAUSE THOU OBEYEST NOT MY [SEXLESS] LAWS.' THOU, THEREFORE, ALTHOUGH HAVING FIELDS AND HOUSES, AND MANY OTHER THINGS, WHEN CAST OUT BY HIM, WHAT WILT THOU DO WITH THY LAND, AND HOUSE, AND OTHER POSSESSIONS WHICH THOU HAST GATHERED TO THYSELF? FOR THE LORD OF THIS COUNTRY JUSTLY SAYS TO THEE, 'EITHER OBEY MY [SEXLESS] LAWS OR DEPART FROM MY DOMINION.' WHAT, THEN, DOST THOU INTEND TO DO, HAVING A [SEXLESS] LAW IN THINE OWN CITY, ON ACCOUNT OF THY LANDS, AND THE REST OF THY POSSESSIONS? THOU SHALT ALTOGETHER DENY THY [SEXLESS] LAW, AND WALK ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THIS CITY. SEE LEST IT BE TO THY HURT TO DENY THY [SEXLESS] LAW, FOR IF THOU SHALT [SEXUALLY] DESIRE TO RETURN TO THY CITY, THOU WILT NOT BE RECEIVED, BECAUSE THOU HAST DENIED THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THY CITY, BUT WILT BE EXCLUDED FROM IT. HAVE A CARE, THEREFORE: AS ONE LIVING IN A FOREIGN LAND, MAKE NO FURTHER PREPARATIONS FOR THYSELF THAN SUCH MERELY AS MAY BE SUFFICIENT; AND BE READY, WHEN THE MASTER OF THIS CITY SHALL COME TO CAST THEE OUT FOR DISOBEYING HIS [SEXLESS] LAW, TO LEAVE HIS CITY, AND TO DEPART TO THINE OWN, AND TO OBEY THINE OWN [SEXLESS] LAW WITHOUT BEING EXPOSED TO ANNOYANCE, BUT IN GREAT JOY. HAVE A CARE, THEN, YE WHO SERVE THE LORD, AND HAVE HIM IN YOUR HEART, THAT YE WORK THE WORKS OF GOD, REMEMBERING HIS COMMANDMENTS AND PROMISES WHICH HE PROMISED, AND BELIEVE THAT HE WILL BRING THEM TO PASS IF HIS COMMANDMENTS BE OBSERVED. INSTEAD OF LANDS, THEREFORE, BUY AFFLICTED SOULS, ACCORDING AS EACH ONE IS ABLE, AND VISIT S WIDOWS AND ORPHANS, AND DO NOT OVERLOOK THEM; AND SPEND YOUR WEALTH AND ALL YOUR PREPARATIONS, WHICH YE RECEIVED FROM THE LORD, UPON SUCH LANDS AND HOUSES. FOR TO THIS END DID THE MASTER MAKE YOU RICH, THAT YOU MIGHT PERFORM THESE SERVICES UNTO HIM; AND IT IS MUCH BETTER TO PURCHASE SUCH LANDS, AND POSSESSIONS, AND HOUSES, AS YOU WILL FIND IN YOUR OWN CITY, WHEN YOU COME TO RESIDE IN IT. THIS IS A NOBLE AND SACRED EXPENDITURE, ATTENDED NEITHER WITH SORROW NOR FEAR, BUT WITH JOY. DO NOT PRACTICE THE EXPENDITURE OF THE HEATHEN, FOR IT IS INJURIOUS TO YOU WHO ARE THE SERVANTS OF GOD; BUT PRACTICE AN EXPENDITURE OF YOUR OWN, IN WHICH YE CAN REJOICE; AND DO NOT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT NOR TOUCH WHAT IS ANOTHER'S [BETWEEN THE WAIST & THIGH] NOR COVET IT, FOR IT IS AN EVIL THING TO COVET THE GOODS OF OTHER MEN; BUT WORK THINE OWN WORK, AND THOU WILT BE SAVED." 
2ND SIMILITUDE: AS THE VINE IS SUPPORTED BY THE ELM, SO IS THE RICH MAN HELPED BY THE PRAYER OF THE POOR
AS I WAS WALKING IN THE FIELD, AND OBSERVING AN ELM AND VINE, AND DETERMINING IN MY OWN, MIND RESPECTING THEM AND THEIR FRUITS, THE SHEPHERD APPEARS TO ME, AND SAYS, "WHAT IS IT THAT YOU ARE [SEXLESSLY] THINKING ABOUT THE ELM AND VINE?" "I AM CONSIDERING," I REPLY, "THAT THEY BECOME EACH OTHER EXCEEDINGLY WELL." "THESE TWO TREES," HE CONTINUES, "ARE INTENDED AS AN EXAMPLE FOR THE SERVANTS OF GOD." "I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW," SAID I, "THE EXAMPLE WHICH THESE TREES YOU SAY, ARE INTENDED TO TEACH." "DO YOU SEE," HE SAYS, "THE ELM AND THE VINE?" "I SEE THEM SIR," I REPLIED. "THIS VINE," HE CONTINUED, "PRODUCES FRUIT, AND THE ELM IS AN UNFRUITFUL TREE; BUT UNLESS THE VINE BE TRAINED UPON THE ELM, IT CANNOT BEAR MUCH FRUIT WHEN EXTENDED AT LENGTH UPON THE GROUND; AND THE FRUIT WHICH IT DOES BEAR IS ROTTEN, BECAUSE THE PLANT IS NOT SUSPENDED UPON THE ELM. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE VINE IS CAST UPON THE ELM, IT YIELDS FRUIT BOTH, FROM ITSELF AND FROM THE ELM. YOU SEE, MOREOVER, THAT THE ELM ALSO PRODUCES MUCH FRUIT, NOT LESS THAN THE VINE, BUT EVEN MORE; BECAUSE," HE CONTINUED, "THE VINE, WHEN SUSPENDED UPON THE ELM, YIELDS MUCH FRUIT, AND GOOD; BUT WHEN THROWN UPON THE GROUND, WHAT IT PRODUCES IS SMALL AND ROTTEN. THIS SIMILITUDE, THEREFORE, IS FOR THE SERVANTS OF GOD, FOR THE POOR MAN AND FOR THE RICH." "HOW SO, SIR?" SAID I; "EXPLAIN THE MATTER TO ME." "LISTEN," HE SAID: "THE RICH MAN HAS MUCH WEALTH, BUT IS POOR IN MATTERS RELATING TO THE LORD, BECAUSE HE IS DISTRACTED ABOUT HIS RICHES; AND HE OFFERS VERY FEW CONFESSIONS AND INTERCESSIONS TO THE LORD, AND THOSE WHICH HE DOES OFFER ARE SMALL AND WEAK, AND HAVE NO POWER ABOVE. BUT WHEN THE RICH MAN REFRESHES THE POOR, AND ASSISTS HIM IN HIS NECESSITIES, BELIEVING THAT WHAT HE DOES TO THE POOR MAN WILL BE ABLE TO FIND ITS REWARD WITH GOD, BECAUSE THE POOR MAN IS RICH IN INTERCESSION AND CONFESSION, AND HIS INTERCESSION HAS GREAT POWER WITH GOD, THEN THE RICH MAN HELPS THE POOR IN ALL THINGS WITHOUT HESITATION; AND THE POOR MAN, BEING HELPED BY THE RICH, INTERCEDES FOR HIM, GIVING THANKS TO GOD FOR HIM WHO BESTOWS GIFTS UPON HIM. AND HE STILL CONTINUES TO INTEREST HIMSELF ZEALOUSLY FOR THE POOR MAN, THAT HIS WANTS MAY BE CONSTANTLY SUPPLIED. FOR HE KNOWS THAT THE INTERCESSION OF THE POOR MAN IS ACCEPTABLE AND INFLUENTIAL WITH GOD. BOTH, ACCORDINGLY, ACCOMPLISH THEIR WORK. THE POOR MAN MAKES INTERCESSION; A WORK IN WHICH HE IS RICH, WHICH HE RECEIVED FROM THE LORD, AND WITH WHICH HE RECOMPENSES THE MASTER WHO HELPS HIM. AND THE RICH MAN, IN LIKE MANNER, UNHESITATINGLY BESTOWS UPON THE POOR MAN THE RICHES WHICH HE RECEIVED FROM THE LORD. AND THIS IS A GREAT WORK, AND ACCEPTABLE BEFORE GOD, BECAUSE HE UNDERSTANDS THE OBJECT OF HIS WEALTH, AND HAS GIVEN TO THE POOR OF THE GIFTS OF THE LORD, AND RIGHTLY DISCHARGED HIS SERVICE TO HIM. AMONG MEN, HOWEVER, THE ELM APPEARS NOT TO PRODUCE FRUIT, AND THEY DO NOT KNOW NOR UNDERSTAND THAT IF A DROUGHT COME, THE ELM, WHICH CONTAINS WATER, NOURISHES THE VINE L AND THE VINE, HAVING AN UNFAILING SUPPLY OF WATER, YIELDS DOUBLE FRUIT BOTH FOR ITSELF AND FOR THE ELM. SO ALSO, POOR MEN INTERCEDING WITH THE LORD ON BEHALF OF THE RICH, INCREASE THEIR RICHES; AND THE RICH, AGAIN, AIDING THE POOR IN THEIR NECESSITIES, SATISFY THEIR SOULS. BOTH, THEREFORE, ARE PARTNERS IN THE RIGHTEOUS WORK. HE WHO DOES THESE THINGS SHALL NOT BE DESERTED BY GOD, BUT SHALL BE ENROLLED IN THE BOOKS OF THE LIVING. BLESSED ARE THEY WHO HAVE RICHES, AND WHO UNDERSTAND THAT THEY ARE FROM THE LORD. [FOR THEY WHO ARE OF THAT MIND WILL BE ABLE TO DO SOME GOOD]." 
3RD SIMILITUDE: AS IN WINTER GREEN TREES CANNOT BE DISTINGUISHED FROM WITHERED, SO IN THIS WORLD NEITHER CAN THE JUST FROM THE UNJUST
HE SHOWED ME MANY TREES HAVING NO LEAVES, BUT WITHERED, AS IT SEEMED TO ME; FOR ALL WERE ALIKE. AND HE SAID TO ME, "DO YOU SEE THOSE TREES?" "I SEE, SIR," I REPLIED, "THAT ALL ARE ALIKE, AND WITHERED." HE ANSWERED ME, AND SAID, "THESE TREES WHICH YOU SEE ARE THOSE WHO DWELL IN THIS WORLD." "WHY, THEN, SIR," I SAID, "ARE THEY WITHERED, AS IT WERE, AND ALIKE?" "BECAUSE," HE SAID, "NEITHER ARE THE RIGHTEOUS MANIFEST IN THIS LIFE, NOR [SEXUAL] SINNERS, BUT THEY ARE ALIKE; FOR THIS LIFE IS A WINTER TO THE RIGHTEOUS, AND THEY DO NOT MANIFEST THEMSELVES, BECAUSE THEY DWELL WITH [SEXUAL] SINNERS: FOR AS IN WINTER TREES THAT HAVE CAST THEIR LEAVES ARE ALIKE, AND IT IS NOT SEEN WHICH ARE DEAD AND WHICH ARE LIVING, SO IN THIS WORLD NEITHER DO THE RIGHTEOUS SHOW THEMSELVES, NOR [SEXUAL] SINNERS, BUT ALL ARE ALIKE ONE TO ANOTHER." 
4TH SIMILITUDE: AS IN SUMMER LIVING TREES ARE DISTINGUISHED FROM WITHERED BY FRUIT AND LIVING LEAVES, SO IN THE WORLD TO COME THE JUST DIFFER FROM THE UNJUST IN HAPPINESS
HE SHOWED ME AGAIN MANY TREES, SOME BUDDING, AND OTHERS WITHERED. AND HE SAID TO ME, "DO YOU SEE THESE TREES?" "I SEE, SIR," I REPLIED, "SOME PUTTING FORTH BUDS, AND OTHERS WITHERED." "THOSE," HE SAID, "WHICH ARE BUDDING ARE THE RIGHTEOUS WHO ARE TO LIVE IN THE WORLD TO COME; FOR THE COMING WORLD IS THE SUMMER OF THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT THE WINTER OF [SEXUAL] SINNERS. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE MERCY OF THE LORD SHINES FORTH, THEN SHALL THEY BE MADE MANIFEST WHO ARE THE SERVANTS OF GOD, AND ALL MEN SHALL BE MADE MANIFEST. FOR AS IN SUMMER THE FRUITS OF EACH INDIVIDUAL TREE APPEAR, AND IT IS ASCERTAINED OF WHAT SORT THEY ARE, SO ALSO THE FRUITS OF THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE MANIFEST, AND ALL WHO HAVE BEEN FRUITFUL IN THAT WORLD SHALL BE MADE KNOWN. BUT THE HEATHEN AND [SEXUAL] SINNERS, LIKE THE WITHERED TREES WHICH YOU SAW, WILL BE FOUND TO BE THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN WITHERED AND UNFRUITFUL IN THAT WORLD, AND SHALL BE BURNT AS WOOD, AND MADE MANIFEST, BECAUSE THEIR [SEXUAL] ACTIONS WERE EVIL DURING THEIR LIVES. FOR THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS SHALL BE CONSUMED BECAUSE THEY [SEXUALLY] SINNED AND DID NOT REPENT, AND THE HEATHEN SHALL BE BURNED BECAUSE THEY KNEW NOT HIM WHO CREATED THEM. DO YOU THEREFORE BEAR FRUIT, THAT IN THAT SUMMER, YOUR FRUIT, MAY BE KNOWN [LUKE 6:39-49]! AND REFRAIN FROM MUCH BUSINESS, AND YOU WILL NEVER [SEXUALLY] SIN: FOR THEY WHO ARE OCCUPIED WITH MUCH BUSINESS COMMIT ALSO MANY [SEXUAL] SINS, BEING DISTRACTED ABOUT THEIR AFFAIRS, AND NOT AT ALL SERVING THEIR LORD. HOW, THEN," HE CONTINUED, "CAN SUCH A ONE, ASK AND OBTAIN ANYTHING FROM THE LORD, IF HE, SERVE HIM NOT? THEY WHO SERVE HIM SHALL OBTAIN THEIR REQUESTS, BUT THEY WHO SERVE HIM NOT SHALL RECEIVE NOTHING. AND IN THE PERFORMANCE EVEN OF A SINGLE [SEXLESS] ACTION A MAN CAN SERVE THE LORD; FOR HIS MIND WILL NOT BE PERVERTED FROM THE LORD, BUT HE WILL SERVE HIM, HAVING A PURE MIND. IF, THEREFORE, YOU DO THESE THINGS, YOU SHALL BE ABLE TO BEAR FRUIT FOR THE LIFE TO COME. AND EVERY ONE WHO WILL DO THESE THINGS SHALL BEAR FRUIT." 
5TH SIMILITUDE: OF TRUE FASTING AND ITS REWARD: ALSO, OF PURITY OF BODY
CHAPTER 1
WHILE FASTING AND SITTING ON A CERTAIN MOUNTAIN, AND GIVING THANKS TO THE LORD FOR ALL HIS DEALINGS WITH ME, I SEE THE SHEPHERD SITTING DOWN BESIDE ME, AND SAYING, "WHY HAVE YOU COME HITHER EARLY IN THE MORNING?" "BECAUSE, SIR," I ANSWERED, "I HAVE A STATION." "WHAT IS A STATION?" HE ASKED. "I AM FASTING, SIR," I REPLIED. "WHAT IS THIS FASTING," HE CONTINUED, "WHICH YOU ARE OBSERVING?" "AS I HAVE BEEN ACCUSTOMED, SIR," I REPLY, "SO I FAST." "YOU DO NOT KNOW," HE SAYS, "HOW TO FAST UNTO THE LORD: THIS USELESS FASTING WHICH YOU OBSERVE TO HIM IS OF NO VALUE." "WHY, SIR," I ANSWERED, "DO YOU SAY THIS?" "I SAY TO YOU," HE CONTINUED, "THAT THE FASTING WHICH YOU [SEXUALLY] THINK YOU OBSERVE IS NOT A FASTING. BUT I WILL TEACH YOU WHAT IS A FULL AND ACCEPTABLE FASTING TO THE LORD. LISTEN," HE CONTINUED: "GOD DOES NOT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE SUCH AN EMPTY FASTING? FOR FASTING TO GOD IN THIS WAY YOU WILL DO NOTHING FOR A RIGHTEOUS LIFE; BUT OFFER TO GOD A FASTING OF THE FOLLOWING KIND: DO NO EVIL IN YOUR LIFE, AND SERVE THE LORD WITH A PURE HEART: KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, WALKING IN HIS PRECEPTS, AND LET NO EVIL [SEXUAL] DESIRE ARISE IN YOUR HEART; AND BELIEVE IN GOD. IF YOU DO THESE THINGS, AND FEAR HIM, AND ABSTAIN FROM EVERY EVIL THING, YOU WILL LIVE UNTO GOD; AND IF YOU DO THESE THINGS, YOU WILL KEEP A GREAT FAST, AND ONE ACCEPTABLE BEFORE GOD. 
CHAPTER 2
"HEAR THE SIMILITUDE WHICH I AM ABOUT TO NARRATE TO YOU RELATIVE TO FASTING. A CERTAIN MAN HAD A FIELD AND MANY SLAVES, AND HE PLANTED A CERTAIN PART OF THE FIELD WITH A VINEYARD, AND SELECTING A FAITHFUL AND BELOVED AND MUCH VALUED SLAVE, HE CALLED HIM TO HIM, AND SAID, 'TAKE THIS VINEYARD WHICH I HAVE PLANTED, AND STAKE IT UNTIL I COME, AND DO NOTHING ELSE TO THE VINEYARD; AND ATTEND TO THIS ORDER OF MINE, AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE YOUR FREEDOM FROM ME.' AND THE MASTER OF THE SLAVE DEPARTED TO A FOREIGN COUNTRY. AND WHEN HE WAS GONE, THE SLAVE TOOK AND STAKED THE VINEYARD; AND WHEN HE HAD FINISHED THE STAKING OF THE VINES, HE SAW THAT THE VINEYARD WAS FULL OF WEEDS. HE THEN REFLECTED, SAYING, 'I HAVE KEPT THIS ORDER OF MY MASTER: I WILL DIG UP THE REST OF THIS VINEYARD, AND IT WILL BE MORE BEAUTIFUL WHEN DUG UP; AND BEING FREE OF WEEDS, IT WILL YIELD MORE FRUIT, NOT BEING CHOKED BY THEM.' HE TOOK, THEREFORE, AND DUG UP THE VINEYARD, AND ROOTED OUT ALL THE WEEDS THAT WERE IN IT. AND THAT VINEYARD BECAME VERY BEAUTIFUL AND FRUITFUL, HAVING NO WEEDS TO CHOKE IT. AND AFTER A CERTAIN TIME, THE MASTER OF THE SLAVE AND OF THE FIELD RETURNED, AND ENTERED INTO THE VINEYARD. AND SEEING THAT THE VINES WERE SUITABLY SUPPORTED ON STAKES, AND THE GROUND, MOREOVER, DUG UP, AND ALL THE WEEDS ROOTED OUT, AND THE VINES FRUITFUL, HE WAS GREATLY PLEASED WITH THE WORK OF HIS SLAVE. AND CALLING HIS BELOVED SON WHO WAS HIS HEIR, AND HIS FRIENDS WHO WERE HIS COUNCILLORS, HE TOLD THEM WHAT ORDERS HE HAD GIVEN HIS SLAVE, AND WHAT HE HAD FOUND PERFORMED. AND THEY REJOICED ALONG WITH THE SLAVE AT THE TESTIMONY WHICH HIS MASTER BORE TO HIM. AND HE SAID TO THEM, 'I PROMISED THIS SLAVE FREEDOM IF HE OBEYED THE COMMAND WHICH I GAVE HIM; AND HE HAS KEPT MY COMMAND, AND DONE BESIDES A GOOD WORK TO THE VINEYARD, AND HAS PLEASED ME EXCEEDINGLY. IN RETURN, THEREFORE, FOR THE WORK WHICH HE HAS DONE, I WISH TO MAKE HIM CO-HEIR WITH MY SON, BECAUSE, HAVING GOOD [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS, HE DID NOT NEGLECT THEM, BUT CARRIED THEM OUT.' WITH THIS RESOLUTION OF THE MASTER HIS SON AND FRIENDS WERE WELL PLEASED, VIZ., THAT THE SLAVE SHOULD BE CO-HEIR WITH THE SON. AFTER A FEW DAYS THE MASTER MADE A FEAST, AND SENT TO HIS SLAVE MANY DISHES FROM HIS TABLE. AND THE SLAVE RECEIVING THE DISHES THAT WERE SENT HIM FROM HIS MASTER, TOOK OF THEM WHAT WAS SUFFICIENT FOR HIMSELF, AND DISTRIBUTED THE REST AMONG HIS FELLOW-SLAVES. AND HIS FELLOW-SLAVES REJOICED TO RECEIVE THE DISHES, AND BEGAN TO PRAY FOR HIM, THAT HE MIGHT FIND STILL GREATER FAVOUR WITH HIS MASTER FOR HAVING SO TREATED THEM. HIS MASTER HEARD ALL THESE THINGS THAT WERE DONE, AND WAS AGAIN GREATLY [SEXLESSLY] PLEASED WITH HIS [SEXLESSLY] CONDUCT. AND THE MASTER AGAIN CALLING; TOGETHER HIS FRIENDS AND HIS SON, REPORTED TO THEM THE SLAVE'S PROCEEDING WITH REGARD TO THE DISHES WHICH HE HAD SENT HIM. AND THEY WERE STILL MORE SATISFIED THAT THE SLAVE SHOULD BECOME CO-HEIR WITH HIS SON." 
CHAPTER 3
I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, I DO NOT SEE THE MEANING OF THESE SIMILITUDES, NOR AM I ABLE TO COMPREHEND THEM, UNLESS YOU EXPLAIN THEM TO ME." "I WILL EXPLAIN THEM ALL TO YOU," HE SAID, "AND WHATEVER I SHALL MENTION IN THE COURSE OF OUR CONVERSATIONS I WILL SHOW YOU. [KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, AND YOU WILL BE APPROVED, AND INSCRIBED AMONGST THE NUMBER OF THOSE WHO OBSERVE HIS COMMANDS]. AND IF YOU DO ANY GOOD BEYOND WHAT IS COMMANDED BY GOD, YOU WILL GAIN FOR YOURSELF MORE ABUNDANT GLORY, AND WILL BE MORE HONOURED BY GOD THAN YOU WOULD OTHERWISE BE. IF, THEREFORE, IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, YOU DO, IN ADDITION, THESE SERVICES, YOU WILL HAVE JOY IF YOU OBSERVE THEM ACCORDING TO MY COMMAND." I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, WHATSOEVER YOU ENJOIN UPON ME I WILL OBSERVE, FOR I KNOW THAT YOU ARE WITH ME." "I WILL BE WITH YOU," HE REPLIED, "BECAUSE YOU HAVE SUCH A [SEXLESS] DESIRE FOR DOING GOOD; AND I WILL BE WITH ALL THOSE," HE ADDED, "WHO HAVE SUCH A [SEXLESS] DESIRE. THIS FASTING," HE CONTINUED, "IS VERY GOOD, PROVIDED THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD BE OBSERVED. THUS, THEN, SHALL YOU OBSERVE THE FASTING WHICH YOU INTEND TO KEEP. FIRST OF ALL, BE ON YOUR GUARD AGAINST EVERY EVIL WORD, AND EVERY EVIL [SEXUAL] DESIRE, AND PURIFY YOUR HEART FROM ALL THE VANITIES OF THIS WORLD. IF YOU GUARD AGAINST THESE THINGS, YOUR FASTING WILL BE PERFECT. AND YOU WILL DO ALSO AS FOLLOWS. HAVING FULFILLED WHAT IS WRITTEN, IN THE DAY ON WHICH YOU FAST YOU WILL TASTE NOTHING BUT BREAD AND WATER; AND HAVING RECKONED UP THE PRICE OF THE DISHES OF THAT DAY WHICH YOU INTENDED TO HAVE EATEN, YOU WILL GIVE IT TO A WIDOW, OR AN ORPHAN, OR TO SOME PERSON IN WANT, AND THUS YOU WILL EXHIBIT HUMILITY OF MIND, SO THAT HE WHO HAS RECEIVED BENEFIT FROM YOUR HUMILITY MAY FILL HIS OWN SOUL, AND PRAY FOR YOU TO THE LORD. IF YOU OBSERVE FASTING, AS I HAVE COMMANDED YOU, YOUR SACRIFICE WILL BE ACCEPTABLE TO GOD, AND THIS FASTING WILL BE WRITTEN DOWN; AND THE SERVICE THUS PERFORMED IS NOBLE, AND SACRED, AND ACCEPTABLE TO THE LORD. THESE THINGS, THEREFORE, SHALL YOU THUS OBSERVE WITH YOUR CHILDREN, AND ALL YOUR HOUSE, AND IN OBSERVING THEM YOU WILL BE BLESSED; AND AS MANY AS HEAR THESE WORDS AND OBSERVE THEM SHALL BE BLESSED; AND WHATSOEVER THEY ASK OF THE LORD THEY SHALL RECEIVE." 
CHAPTER 4
I PRAYED HIM MUCH THAT HE WOULD EXPLAIN TO ME THE SIMILITUDE OF THE FIELD, AND OF THE MASTER OF THE VINEYARD, AND OF THE SLAVE WHO STAKED THE VINEYARD, AND OF THE SAKES, AND OF THE WEEDS THAT WERE PLUCKED OUT OF THE VINEYARD, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE FRIENDS WHO WERE FELLOW-COUNCILLORS, FOR I KNEW THAT ALL THESE THINGS WERE A KIND OF PARABLE. AND HE ANSWERED ME, AND SAID, "YOU ARE EXCEEDINGLY PERSISTENT WITH YOUR QUESTIONS. YOU OUGHT NOT," HE CONTINUED, "TO ASK ANY QUESTIONS AT ALL; FOR IF IT IS NEEDFUL TO EXPLAIN ANYTHING, IT WILL BE MADE KNOWN TO YOU." I SAID TO HIM "SIR WHATSOEVER YOU SHOW ME, AND DO NOT EXPLAIN, I SHALL HAVE SEEN TO NO [SEXUAL] PURPOSE, NOT UNDERSTANDING ITS MEANING. IN LIKE MANNER, ALSO, IF YOU SPEAK PARABLES TO ME, AND DO NOT UNFOLD THEM, I SHALL HAVE HEARD YOUR WORDS IN VAIN." AND HE ANSWERED ME AGAIN, SAYING, "EVERY ONE WHO IS THE SERVANT OF GOD, AND HAS HIS LORD IN HIS HEART, ASKS OF HIM UNDERSTANDING, AND RECEIVES IT, AND OPENS UP EVERY PARABLE; AND THE WORDS OF THE LORD BECOME KNOWN TO HIM WHICH ARE SPOKEN IN PARABLES? BUT THOSE WHO ARE WEAK AND SLOTHFUL IN PRAYER, HESITATE TO ASK ANYTHING FROM THE LORD; BUT THE LORD IS FULL OF COMPASSION, AND GIVES WITHOUT FAIL TO ALL WHO ASK HIM. BUT YOU, HAVING BEEN STRENGTHENED BY THE HOLY ANGEL, AND HAVING OBTAINED FROM HIM SUCH INTERCESSION, AND NOT BEING SLOTHFUL, WHY DO NOT YOU ASK OF THE LORD UNDERSTANDING, AND RECEIVE IT FROM HIM?" I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, HAVING YOU WITH ME, I AM NECESSITATED TO ASK QUESTIONS OF YOU, FOR YOU SHOW ME ALL THINGS, AND CONVERSE WITH ME; BUT IF I WERE TO SEE OR HEAR THESE THINGS WITHOUT YOU, I WOULD THEN ASK THE LORD TO EXPLAIN THEM." 
CHAPTER 5
"I SAID TO YOU A LITTLE AGO," HE ANSWERED, "THAT YOU WERE [SEXUALLY] CUNNING AND [SEXUALLY] OBSTINATE IN ASKING EXPLANATIONS OF THE PARABLES; BUT SINCE YOU ARE SO PERSISTENT, I SHALL UNFOLD TO YOU THE MEANING OF THE SIMILITUDES OF THE FIELD, AND OF ALL THE OTHERS THAT FOLLOW, THAT YOU MAY MAKE THEM KNOWN TO EVERY ONE. HEAR NOW," HE SAID, "AND UNDERSTAND THEM. THE FIELD IS THIS WORLD; AND THE LORD OF THE FIELD IS HE WHO CREATED, AND PERFECTED, AND STRENGTHENED ALL THINGS; [AND THE SON IS THE HOLY SPIRIT] AND THE SLAVE IS THE SON OF GOD; AND THE VINES ARE THIS PEOPLE, WHOM HE HIMSELF PLANTED; AND THE STAKES ARE THE HOLY ANGELS OF THE LORD, WHO KEEP HIS PEOPLE TOGETHER; AND THE WEEDS THAT WERE PLUCKED OUT OF THE VINEYARD ARE THE INIQUITIES OF GOD'S SERVANTS; AND THE DISHES WHICH HE SENT HIM FROM HIS ABLE ARE THE COMMANDMENTS WHICH HE GAVE HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS SON; AND THE FRIENDS AND FELLOW-COUNCILLORS ARE THE HOLY ANGELS WHO WERE FIRST CREATED; AND THE MASTER'S ABSENCE FROM HOME IS THE TIME THAT REMAINS UNTIL HIS APPEARING." I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, ALL THESE ARE GREAT, AND MARVELOUS, AND GLORIOUS THINGS. COULD I, THEREFORE," I CONTINUED, "UNDERSTAND THEM? NO, NOR COULD ANY OTHER MAN, EVEN IF EXCEEDINGLY WISE. MOREOVER," I ADDED, "EXPLAIN TO ME WHAT I AM ABOUT TO ASK YOU." "SAY WHAT YOU WISH," HE REPLIED. "WHY, SIR," I ASKED, "IS THE SON OF GOD IN THE PARABLE IN THE FORM OF A SLAVE?" 
CHAPTER 6
"HEAR," HE ANSWERED: "THE SON OF GOD IS NOT IN THE FORM OF A SLAVE, BUT IN GREAT POWER AND MIGHT." "HOW SO, SIR?" I SAID; "I DO NOT UNDERSTAND." "BECAUSE," HE ANSWERED, "GOD PLANTED THE VINEYARD, THAT IS TO SAY, HE CREATED THE PEOPLE, AND GAVE THEM TO HIS SON; AND THE SON APPOINTED HIS ANGELS OVER THEM TO KEEP THEM; AND HE HIMSELF PURGED AWAY THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, HAVING SUFFERED MANY TRIALS AND UNDERGONE MANY LABOURS, FOR NO ONE IS ABLE TO DIG WITHOUT LABOUR AND TOIL. HE HIMSELF, THEN, HAVING PURGED AWAY THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF THE PEOPLE, SHOWED THEM THE PATHS OF LIFE BY GIVING THEM THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH HE RECEIVED FROM HIS FATHER [STEPHEN]. [YOU SEE," HE SAID, "THAT HE IS THE LORD OF THE PEOPLE, HAVING RECEIVED ALL AUTHORITY FROM HIS FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND WHY THE LORD TOOK HIS SON AS COUNCILLOR, AND THE GLORIOUS ANGELS, REGARDING THE HEIRSHIP OF THE SLAVE, LISTEN. THE HOLY, PRE-EXISTENT SPIRIT, THAT CREATED EVERY CREATURE, GOD MADE TO DWELL IN FLESH, WHICH HE CHOSE. THIS FLESH, ACCORDINGLY, IN WHICH THE HOLY SPIRIT DWELT, WAS NOBLY SUBJECT TO THAT SPIRIT, WALKING RELIGIOUSLY AND CHASTELY, IN NO RESPECT DEFILING THE SPIRIT; AND ACCORDINGLY, AFTER LIVING EXCELLENTLY AND PURELY, AND AFTER LABOURING AND CO-OPERATING WITH THE SPIRIT, AND HAVING IN EVERYTHING ACTED VIGOROUSLY AND COURAGEOUSLY ALONG WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, HE ASSUMED IT AS A PARTNER WITH IT. FOR THIS [SEXLESSLY] CONDUCT OF THE [SEXLESS] FLESH [SEXLESSLY] PLEASED HIM, BECAUSE IT WAS NOT DEFILED ON THE EARTH WHILE HAVING THE HOLY SPIRIT. HE TOOK, THEREFORE, AS FELLOW-COUNCILLORS HIS SON AND THE GLORIOUS ANGELS, IN ORDER THAT THIS FLESH, WHICH HAD BEEN SUBJECT TO THE BODY WITHOUT A FAULT, MIGHT HAVE SOME PLACE OF TABERNACLE, AND THAT IT MIGHT NOT APPEAR THAT THE REWARD [OF ITS SERVITUDE HAD BEEN LOST], FOR THE FLESH THAT HAS BEEN FOUND WITHOUT SPOT OR DEFILEMENT, IN WHICH THE HOLY SPIRIT DWELT, [WILL RECEIVE A REWARD]. YOU HAVE NOW THE EXPLANATION OF THIS PARABLE ALSO." 
CHAPTER 7
"I REJOICE, SIR," I SAID, "TO HEAR THIS EXPLANATION." "HEAR," AGAIN HE REPLIED: "KEEP THIS FLESH PURE AND STAINLESS, THAT THE SPIRIT WHICH INHABITS IT MAY BEAR WITNESS TO IT, AND YOUR FLESH MAY BE JUSTIFIED. SEE THAT THE [SEXUAL] THOUGHT, NEVER ARISE IN YOUR MIND THAT THIS FLESH OF YOURS IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE, AND YOU MISUSE IT BY ANY ACT OF DEFILEMENT. IF YOU DEFILE YOUR FLESH, YOU WILL ALSO DEFILE THE HOLY SPIRIT; AND IF YOU DEFILE YOUR FLESH [AND SPIRIT], YOU WILL NOT LIVE." "AND IF ANY ONE, SIR," I SAID, "HAS BEEN HITHERTO IGNORANT, BEFORE HE HEARD THESE WORDS, HOW CAN SUCH MAN BE SAVED WHO HAS DEFILED HIS FLESH?" "RESPECTING FORMER [NON-SEXUAL] SINS OF IGNORANCE," HE SAID, "GOD ALONE IS ABLE TO HEAL THEM, FOR TO HIM BELONGS ALL POWER. [BUT BE ON YOUR GUARD NOW, AND THE ALL-POWERFUL AND COMPASSIONATE GOD WILL HEAL FORMER TRANSGRESSIONS], IF FOR THE TIME TO COME YOU DEFILE NOT YOUR BODY NOR YOUR SPIRIT; FOR BOTH ARE COMMON, AND CANNOT BE DEFILED, THE ONE WITHOUT THE OTHER: KEEP BOTH THEREFORE PURE, AND YOU WILL LIVE UNTO GOD." 
6TH SIMILITUDE: OF THE TWO CLASSES OF VOLUPTUOUS MEN, AND OF THEIR DEATH, FALLING AWAY, AND THE DURATION OF THEIR PUNISHMENT
CHAPTER 1
SITTING IN MY HOUSE, AND GLORIFYING THE LORD FOR ALL THAT I HAD SEEN, AND REFLECTING ON THE COMMANDMENTS, THAT THEY ARE EXCELLENT, AND POWERFUL, AND GLORIOUS, AND ABLE TO SAVE A MAN'S SOUL, I SAID WITHIN MYSELF, "I SHALL BE BLESSED IF I WALK IN THESE COMMANDMENTS, AND EVERY ONE WHO WALKS IN THEM WILL BE BLESSED." WHILE I WAS SAYING THESE WORDS TO MYSELF, I SUDDENLY SEE HIM SITTING BESIDE ME, AND HEAR HIM THUS SPEAK: "WHY ARE YOU IN DOUBT ABOUT THE COMMANDMENTS WHICH I GAVE YOU? THEY ARE EXCELLENT: HAVE NO DOUBT ABOUT THEM AT ALL, BUT PUT ON FAITH IN THE LORD, AND YOU WILL WALK IN THEM, FOR I WILL STRENGTHEN YOU IN THEM. THESE COMMANDMENTS ARE BENEFICIAL TO THOSE WHO INTEND TO REPENT: FOR IF THEY DO NOT WALK IN THEM, THEIR REPENTANCE IS IN VAIN YOU, THEREFORE, WHO REPENT CAST AWAY THE WICKEDNESS OF THIS WORLD WHICH WEARS YOU OUT; AND BY PUTTING ON ALL THE VIRTUES OF A HOLY LIFE, YOU WILL BE ABLE TO KEEP THESE COMMANDMENTS, AND WILL NO LONGER ADD TO THE NUMBER OF YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS. WALK, THEREFORE, IN THESE COMMANDMENTS OF MINE, AND YOU WILL LIVE UNTO GOD. ALL THESE THINGS HAVE BEEN SPOKEN TO YOU BY ME." AND AFTER HE HAD UTTERED THESE WORDS, HE SAID TO ME, "LET US GO INTO THE FIELDS, AND I WILL SHOW YOU THE SHEPHERDS OF THE FLOCKS." "LET US GO, SIR," I REPLIED. AND WE CAME TO A CERTAIN PLAIN, AND HE SHOWED ME A YOUNG MAN, A SHEPHERD, CLOTHED IN A SUIT OF GARMENTS OF A YELLOW COLOR: AND HE WAS HERDING VERY MANY SHEEP, AND THESE SHEEP WERE FEEDING [SEXUAL] LUXURIOUSLY, AS IT WERE, AND RIOTOUSLY, AND MERRILY SKIPPING HITHER AND THITHER. THE SHEPHERD HIMSELF WAS MERRY, BECAUSE OF HIS FLOCK; AND THE APPEARANCE OF THE SHEPHERD WAS JOYOUS, AND HE WAS RUNNING ABOUT AMONGST HIS FLOCK. [AND OTHER SHEEP I SAW RIOTING AND [SEXUALLY] LUXURIATING IN ONE PLACE, BUT NOT, HOWEVER, LEAPING ABOUT]. 
CHAPTER 2
AND HE SAID TO ME, "DO YOU SEE THIS SHEPHERD?" "I SEE HIM, SIR," I SAID. "THIS," HE ANSWERED, "IS THE ANGEL OF [SEXUAL] LUXURY AND [SEXUAL] DECEIT: HE WEARS OUT THE SOULS OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD, AND PERVERTS THEM FROM THE TRUTH, DECEIVING THEM WITH WICKED [SEXUAL] DESIRES, THROUGH WHICH THEY WILL PERISH; FOR THEY FORGET THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LIVING GOD, AND WALK IN DECEITS AND EMPTY [SEXUAL] LUXURIES; AND THEY ARE [SEXUALLY] RUINED BY THE ANGEL, SOME BEING BROUGHT TO DEATH, OTHERS TO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION:" I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, I DO NOT KNOW THE MEANING OF THESE WORDS, 'TO DEATH, AND TO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION.'" "LISTEN," HE SAID. "THE SHEEP WHICH YOU SAW MERRY AND LEAPING ABOUT, ARE THOSE WHICH HAVE TOM THEMSELVES AWAY FROM GOD FOR EVER, AND HAVE DELIVERED THEMSELVES OVER TO [SEXUAL] LUXURIES AND [SEXUAL] DECEITS [OF THIS WORLD. AMONG THEM THERE IS NO RETURN TO LIFE THROUGH REPENTANCE, BECAUSE THEY HAVE ADDED TO THEIR OTHER [SEXUAL] SINS, AND BLASPHEMED THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. SUCH MEN THEREFORE, ARE APPOINTED UNTO DEATH. AND THE SHEEP WHICH YOU SAW NOT LEAPING, BUT FEEDING IN ONE PLACE, ARE THEY WHO HAVE DELIVERED THEMSELVES OVER TO [SEXUAL] LUXURY AND [SEXUAL] DECEIT], BUT HAVE COMMITTED NO BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE LORD. THESE HAVE BEEN PERVERTED FROM THE TRUTH: AMONG THEM THERE IS THE HOPE OF REPENTANCE, BY WHICH IT IS POSSIBLE TO LIVE. [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, THEN, HAS A HOPE OF A KIND OF RENEWAL, BUT DEATH HAS EVERLASTING [SEXUAL] RUIN." AGAIN, I WENT FORWARD A LITTLE WAY, AND HE SHOWED ME A TALL SHEPHERD, SOMEWHAT SAVAGE IN HIS APPEARANCE, CLOTHED IN A WHITE GOATSKIN, AND HAVING A WALLET ON HIS SHOULDERS, AND A VERY HARD STAFF WITH BRANCHES, AND A LARGE WHIP. AND HE HAD A VERY SOUR LOOK, SO THAT I WAS AFRAID OF HIM, SO FORBIDDING WAS HIS ASPECT. THIS SHEPHERD, ACCORDINGLY, WAS RECEIVING THE SHEEP FROM THE YOUNG SHEPHERD, THOSE, VIZ., THAT WERE RIOTING AND [SEXUALLY] LUXURIATING, BUT NOT LEAPING; AND HE CAST THEM INTO A PRECIPITOUS PLACE, FULL OF THIS TIES AND THORNS, SO THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO EXTRICATE THE SHEEP FROM THE THORNS AND THISTLES; BUT THEY WERE COMPLETELY ENTANGLED AMONGST THEM. THESE, ACCORDINGLY, THUS ENTANGLED, PASTURED AMONGST THE THORNS AND THISTLES, AND WERE EXCEEDINGLY MISERABLE, BEING BEATEN BY HIM; AND HE DROVE THEM HITHER AND THITHER, AND GAVE THEM NO REST; AND, ALTOGETHER, THESE SHEEP WERE IN A WRETCHED PLIGHT. 
CHAPTER 3
SEEING THEM, THEREFORE, SO BEATEN AND SO BADLY USED, I WAS GRIEVED FOR THEM, BECAUSE THEY WERE SO TORMENTED, AND HAD NO REST AT ALL. AND I SAID TO THE SHEPHERD WHO TALKED WITH ME, "SIR, WHO IS THIS SHEPHERD, WHO IS SO PITILESS AND SEVERE, AND SO COMPLETELY DEVOID OF COMPASSION FOR THESE SHEEP?" "THIS," HE REPLIED, "IS THE ANGEL OF PUNISHMENT; AND HE BELONGS TO THE JUST ANGELS, AND IS APPOINTED TO PUNISH. HE ACCORDINGLY TAKES THOSE WHO WANDER AWAY FROM GOD, AND WHO HAVE WALKED IN THE [SEXUAL] DESIRES AND [SEXUAL] DECEITS OF THIS WORLD, AND CHASTISES THEM AS THEY DESERVE WITH TERRIBLE AND DIVERSE PUNISHMENTS." "I WOULD KNOW, SIR," I SAID, "OF WHAT [SEXUAL] NATURE ARE THESE DIVERSE TORTURES AND PUNISHMENTS?" "HEAR," HE SAID, "THE VARIOUS TORTURES AND PUNISHMENTS. THE TORTURES ARE SUCH AS OCCUR DURING LIFE. FOR SOME ARE PUNISHED WITH LOSSES, OTHERS WITH WANT, OTHERS WITH SICKNESSES OF VARIOUS KINDS, AND OTHERS WITH ALL KINDS OF DISORDER AND CONFUSION; OTHERS ARE INSULTED BY UNWORTHY PERSONS, AND EXPOSED TO SUFFERING IN MANY OTHER WAYS: FOR MANY, BECOMING UNSTABLE IN THEIR PLANS, TRY MANY THINGS, AND NONE OF THEM AT ALL SUCCEED, AND THEY SAY THEY ARE NOT PROSPEROUS IN THEIR UNDERTAKINGS; AND IT DOES NOT OCCUR TO THEIR MINDS THAT THEY HAVE DONE EVIL [SEXUAL] DEEDS, BUT THEY [SEXUALLY] BLAME THE LORD [WRONGFULLY]. WHEN, THEREFORE, THEY HAVE BEEN AFFLICTED WITH ALL KINDS OF AFFLICTION, THEN ARE THEY DELIVERED UNTO ME FOR GOOD TRAINING, AND THEY ARE MADE STRONG IN THE FAITH OF THE LORD; AND FOR THE REST OF THE DAYS OF THEIR LIFE THEY ARE SUBJECT TO THE LORD WITH PURE HEARTS, AND ARE SUCCESSFUL IN ALL THEIR UNDERTAKINGS, OBTAINING FROM THE LORD EVERYTHING THEY ASK; AND THEN THEY GLORIFY THE LORD, THAT THEY WERE DELIVERED TO ME, AND NO LONGER SUFFER ANY EVIL." 
CHAPTER 4
I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, EXPLAIN THIS ALSO TO ME." "WHAT IS IT YOU ASK?" HE SAID. "WHETHER, SIR," I CONTINUED, "THEY WHO INDULGE IN [SEXUAL] LUXURY, AND WHO ARE DECEIVED, ARE TORTURED FOR THE SAME PERIOD OF TIME THAT THEY HAVE INDULGED IN [SEXUAL] LUXURY AND DECEIT?" HE SAID TO ME, "THEY ARE TORTURED IN THE SAME MANNER." ["THEY ARE TORMENTED MUCH LESS, SIR," I REPLIED], "FOR THOSE WHO ARE SO [SEXUALLY] LUXURIOUS AND WHO FORGET GOD OUGHT TO BE TORTURED SEVEN-FOLD." HE SAID TO ME "YOU ARE FOOLISH, AND DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE POWER OF TORMENT." "WHY, SIR," I SAID, "IF I HAD UNDERSTOOD IT, I WOULD NOT HAVE ASKED YOU TO SHOW ME." "HEAR," HE SAID, "THE POWER OF BOTH. THE TIME OF [SEXUAL] LUXURY AND [SEXUAL] DECEIT IS ONE HOUR; BUT THE HOUR OF TORMENT IS EQUIVALENT TO THIRTY DAYS. IF, ACCORDINGLY, A MAN, INDULGE IN [SEXUAL] LUXURY FOR ONE DAY, AND BE DECEIVED AND BE TORTURED FOR ONE DAY, THE DAY OF HIS TORTURE IS EQUIVALENT TO A WHOLE YEAR. FOR ALL THE DAYS OF [SEXUAL] LUXURY, THEREFORE, THERE ARE AS MANY YEARS OF TORTURE TO BE UNDERGONE. YOU SEE, THEN," HE CONTINUED, "THAT THE TIME OF [SEXUAL] LUXURY AND [SEXUAL] DECEIT IS VERY SHORT, BUT THAT OF PUNISHMENT AND TORTURE LONG." 
CHAPTER 5
"STILL," I SAID, "I DO NOT QUITE UNDERSTAND ABOUT THE TIME OF [SEXUAL] DECEIT, AND [SEXUAL] LUXURY, AND TORTURE; EXPLAIN IT TO ME MORE CLEARLY." HE ANSWERED, AND SAID TO ME, "YOUR FOLLY IS PERSISTENT; AND YOU DO NOT WISH TO PURIFY YOUR HEART, AND SERVE GOD. HAVE A CARE," HE ADDED, "LEST THE TIME BE FULFILLED, AND YOU BE FOUND FOOLISH. HEAR NOW," HE ADDED, "AS YOU [SEXLESS] DESIRE, THAT YOU MAY UNDERSTAND THESE THINGS. HE WHO INDULGES IN [SEXUAL] LUXURY, AND IS DECEIVED FOR ONE DAY, AND WHO DOES WHAT HE WISHES, IS CLOTHED WITH MUCH FOOLISHNESS, AND DOES NOT UNDERSTAND THE ACT WHICH HE DOES UNTIL THE MORROW; FOR HE FORGETS WHAT HE DID THE DAY BEFORE. FOR [SEXUAL] LUXURY AND [SEXUAL] DECEIT HAVE NO MEMORIES, ON ACCOUNT OF THE FOLLY WITH WHICH THEY ARE CLOTHED; BUT WHEN PUNISHMENT AND TORTURE CLEAVE TO A MAN FOR ONE DAY, HE IS PUNISHED AND TORTURED FOR A YEAR; FOR PUNISHMENT AND TORTURE HAVE POWERFUL MEMORIES. WHILE TORTURED AND PUNISHED, THEREFORE, FOR A WHOLE YEAR, HE REMEMBERS AT LAST, HIS [SEXUAL] LUXURY AND [SEXUAL] DECEIT, AND KNOWS THAT IN THEIR ACCOUNT HE SUFFERS EVIL. EVERY MAN, THEREFORE, WHO IS [SEXUALLY] LUXURIOUS AND DECEIVED IS THUS TORMENTED, BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH HAVING LIFE, THEY HAVE GIVEN THEMSELVES OVER TO DEATH." "WHAT KINDS OF [SEXUAL] LUXURY, SIR," I ASKED, "ARE HURTFUL [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10]?" "EVERY ACT OF A MAN WHICH HE PERFORMS WITH [SEXUAL] PLEASURE," HE REPLIED, "IS AN ACT OF [SEXUAL] LUXURY; FOR THE SHARP-TEMPERED MAN, WHEN GRATIFYING HIS TENDENCY, INDULGES IN [SEXUAL] LUXURY; AND THE ADULTERER, AND THE DRUNKARD, AND THE BACK-BITER, AND THE LIAR, AND THE COVETOUS MAN, AND THE THIEF, AND HE WHO DOES THINGS LIKE THESE, GRATIFIES HIS PECULIAR PROPENSITY, AND IN SO DOING INDULGES IN [SEXUAL] LUXURY. ALL THESE ACTS OF [SEXUAL] LUXURY, ARE HURTFUL TO THE SERVANTS OF GOD. ON ACCOUNT OF THESE DECEITS, THEREFORE, DO THEY SUFFER, WHO ARE PUNISHED AND TORTURED. AND THERE ARE ALSO ACTS OF [SEXLESS] LUXURY WHICH SAVE MEN; FOR MANY WHO DO GOOD INDULGE IN [SEXLESS] LUXURY, BEING CARRIED AWAY BY THEIR OWN [SEXLESS] PLEASURE: THIS [SEXLESS] LUXURY, HOWEVER, IS BENEFICIAL TO THE SERVANTS OF GOD, AND GAINS LIFE FOR SUCH A MAN; BUT THE INJURIOUS ACTS OF [SEXUAL] LUXURY BEFORE ENUMERATED BRING TORTURES AND PUNISHMENT UPON THEM; AND IF THEY CONTINUE IN THEM AND DO NOT REPENT, THEY BRING DEATH UPON THEMSELVES." 
7TH SIMILITUDE: THEY WHO REPENT MUST BRING FORTH FRUITS WORTHY OF REPENTANCE
AFTER A FEW DAYS I SAW HIM IN THE SAME PLAIN WHERE I HAD ALSO. SEEN THE SHEPHERDS; AND HE SAID TO ME, "WHAT DO YOU WISH WITH ME?" I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, THAT YOU WOULD ORDER THE SHEPHERD WHO PUNISHES TO DEPART OUT OF MY HOUSE, BECAUSE HE AFFLICTS ME EXCEEDINGLY." "IT IS NECESSARY," HE REPLIED, "THAT YOU BE AFFLICTED; FOR THUS," HE CONTINUED, "DID THE GLORIOUS ANGEL COMMAND CONCERNING YOU, AS HE WISHES YOU TO BE TRIED." "WHAT HAVE I DONE WHICH IS SO BAD, SIR," I REPLIED, "THAT I SHOULD BE DELIVERED OVER TO THIS ANGEL?" "LISTEN," HE SAID: "YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS ARE MANY, BUT NOT SO GREAT AS TO REQUIRE THAT YOU BE DELIVERED OVER TO THIS ANGEL; BUT YOUR HOUSEHOLD HAS COMMITTED GREAT INIQUITIES AND [SEXUAL] SINS, AND THE GLORIOUS ANGEL HAS BEEN INCENSED AT THEM ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS; AND FOR THIS REASON HE COMMANDED YOU TO BE AFFLICTED FOR A CERTAIN TIME, THAT THEY ALSO MIGHT REPENT, AND PURIFY THEMSELVES FROM EVERY [SEXUAL] DESIRE OF THIS WORLD. WHEN, THEREFORE, THEY REPENT AND ARE PURIFIED, THEN THE ANGEL OF PUNISHMENT WILL DEPART." I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, IF THEY HAVE DONE SUCH THINGS AS TO INCENSE THE GLORIOUS ANGEL AGAINST THEM, YET WHAT HAVE I DONE?" HE REPLIED, "THEY CANNOT BE AFFLICTED AT ALL, UNLESS YOU, THE HEAD OF THE HOUSE, BE AFFLICTED: FOR WHEN YOU ARE AFFLICTED, OF NECESSITY THEY ALSO SUFFER AFFLICTION; BUT IF YOU ARE IN COMFORT, THEY CAN FEEL NO AFFLICTION." "WELL, SIR," I SAID, "THEY HAVE REPENTED WITH THEIR WHOLE HEART." "I KNOW, TOO," HE ANSWERED, "THAT THEY HAVE REPENTED WITH THEIR WHOLE HEART: DO YOU [SEXLESSLY] THINK, HOWEVER, THAT THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF THOSE WHO [TRULY] REPENT ARE REMITTED? NOT ALTOGETHER, BUT HE WHO REPENTS MUST TORTURE HIS OWN SOUL, AND BE EXCEEDINGLY HUMBLE IN ALL HIS [SEXLESS] CONDUCT, AND BE AFFLICTED WITH MANY KINDS OF AFFLICTION; AND IF HE ENDURE THE AFFLICTIONS THAT COME UPON HIM, HE WHO CREATED ALL THINGS, AND ENDUED THEM WITH POWER, WILL ASSUREDLY HAVE COMPASSION, AND WILL HEAL HIM; AND THIS WILL HE DO WHEN HE SEES THE HEART OF EVERY PENITENT PURE FROM EVERY EVIL THING: AND IT IS PROFITABLE FOR YOU AND FOR YOUR HOUSE TO SUFFER AFFLICTION NOW. BUT WHY SHOULD I SAY MUCH TO YOU? YOU MUST BE AFFLICTED, AS THAT ANGEL OF THE LORD COMMANDED WHO DELIVERED YOU TO ME. AND FOR THIS GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD, BECAUSE HE HAS DEEMED YOU WORTHY OF SHOWING YOU BEFOREHAND THIS AFFLICTION, THAT, KNOWING IT BEFORE IT COMES, YOU MAY BE ABLE TO BEAR IT WITH COURAGE." I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, BE THOU WITH ME, AND I WILL BE ABLE TO BEAR ALL AFFLICTION." "I WILL BE WITH YOU," HE SAID, "AND I WILL ASK THE ANGEL OF PUNISHMENT TO AFFLICT YOU MORE LIGHTLY; NEVERTHELESS, YOU WILL BE AFFLICTED FOR A LITTLE TIME, AND AGAIN YOU WILL BE RE-ESTABLISHED IN YOUR HOUSE. ONLY CONTINUE HUMBLE, AND SERVE THE LORD IN ALL PURITY OF HEART, YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN, AND YOUR HOUSE, AND WALK IN MY COMMANDS WHICH I ENJOIN UPON YOU, AND YOUR REPENTANCE WILL BE DEEP AND PURE; AND IF YOU OBSERVE THESE THINGS WITH YOUR HOUSEHOLD, EVERY AFFLICTION WILL DEPART FROM YOU. AND AFFLICTION," HE ADDED, "WILL DEPART FROM ALL WHO WALK IN THESE MY COMMANDMENTS." 
8TH SIMILITUDE: THE [NON-SEXUAL] SINS OF THE ELECT AND OF THE PENITENT ARE OF MANY KINDS, BUT ALL WILL BE REWARDED ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF THEIR REPENTANCE AND GOOD WORKS
CHAPTER 1
HE SHOWED ME A LARGE WILLOW TREE OVERSHADOWING PLAINS AND MOUNTAINS, AND UNDER THE SHADE OF THIS WILLOW HAD ASSEMBLED ALL THOSE WHO WERE CALLED BY THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND A GLORIOUS ANGEL OF THE LORD, WHO WAS VERY TALL, WAS STANDING BESIDE THE WILLOW, HAVING A LARGE, PRUNING-KNIFE, AND HE WAS CUTTING LITTLE TWIGS FROM THE WILLOW AND DISTRIBUTING THEM AMONG THE PEOPLE THAT WERE OVERSHADOWED BY THE WILLOW; AND THE TWIGS WHICH HE GAVE THEM WERE SMALL, ABOUT A CUBIT, AS IT WERE, IN LENGTH. AND AFTER THEY HAD ALL RECEIVED THE TWIGS, THE ANGEL LAID DOWN THE PRUNING-KNIFE, AND THAT TREE WAS SOUND, AS I HAD SEEN IT AT FIRST. AND I MARVELED WITHIN MYSELF, SAYING, "HOW IS THE TREE SOUND, AFTER SO MANY BRANCHES HAVE BEEN CUT OFF?" AND THE SHEPHERD SAID TO ME, "DO NOT BE SURPRISED IF THE TREE REMAINS SOUND AFTER SO MANY BRANCHES WERE LOPPED OFF; [BUT WAIT], AND WHEN YOU SHALL HAVE SEEN EVERYTHING, THEN IT WILL BE EXPLAINED TO YOU WHAT IT MEANS." THE ANGEL WHO HAD DISTRIBUTED THE BRANCHES AMONG THE PEOPLE AGAIN ASKED THEM FROM THEM, AND IN THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY HAD RECEIVED THEM WERE THEY SUMMONED TO HIM, AND EACH ONE OF THEM RETURNED HIS BRANCH. AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD TOOK AND LOOKED AT THEM. FROM SOME HE RECEIVED THE BRANCHES WITHERED AND MOTH-EATEN; THOSE WHO RETURNED BRANCHES IN THAT STATE THE ANGEL OF THE LORD ORDERED TO STAND APART. OTHERS, AGAIN, RETURNED THEM WITHERED, BUT NOT MOTH-EATEN; AND THESE HE ORDERED TO STAND APART. AND OTHERS RETURNED THEM HALF-WITHERED, AND THESE STOOD APART; AND OTHERS RETURNED THEIR BRANCHES HALF-WITHERED AND HAVING CRACKS IN THEM, AND THESE STOOD APART. [AND OTHERS RETURNED THEIR BRANCHES GREEN AND HAVING CRACKS IN THEM; AND THESE STOOD APART]. AND OTHERS RETURNED THEIR BRANCHES, ONE-HALF WITHERED AND THE OTHER GREEN; AND THESE STOOD APART. AND OTHERS BROUGHT THEIR BRANCHES TWO-THIRDS GREEN AND THE REMAINING THIRD WITHERED; AND THESE STOOD APART. AND OTHERS RETURNED THEM TWO-THIRDS WITHERED AND ONE-THIRD GREEN; AND THESE STOOD APART. AND OTHERS RETURNED THEIR BRANCHES NEARLY ALL GREEN, THE SMALLEST PART ONLY, THE TOP, BEING WITHERED, BUT THEY HAD CRACKS IN THEM; AND THESE STOOD APART. AND OF OTHERS VERY LITTLE WAS GREEN, BUT THE REMAINING PARTS WITHERED; AND THESE STOOD APART. AND OTHERS CAME BRINGING THEIR BRANCHES GREEN, AS THEY HAD RECEIVED THEM FROM THE ANGEL. AND THE MAJORITY OF THE CROWD RETURNED BRANCHES OF THAT KIND, AND WITH THESE THE ANGEL WAS EXCEEDINGLY PLEASED; AND THESE STOOD APART. [AND OTHERS RETURNED THEIR BRANCHES GREEN AND HAVING OFFSHOOTS; AND THESE STOOD APART, AND WITH THESE THE ANGEL WAS EXCEEDINGLY DELIGHTED]. AND OTHERS RETURNED THEIR BRANCHES GREEN AND WITH OFFSHOOTS, AND THE OFFSHOOTS HAD SOME FRUIT, AS IT WERE; AND THOSE MEN WHOSE BRANCHES WERE FOUND TO BE OF THAT KIND WERE EXCEEDINGLY JOYFUL. AND THE ANGEL WAS EXULTANT BECAUSE OF THEM; AND THE SHEPHERD ALSO REJOICED GREATLY BECAUSE OF THEM. 
CHAPTER 2
AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD ORDERED CROWNS TO BE BROUGHT; AND THERE WERE BROUGHT CROWNS, FORMED, AS IT WERE, OF PALMS; AND HE CROWNED THE MEN WHO HAD RETURNED THE BRANCHES WHICH HAD OFFSHOOTS AND SOME FRUIT, AND SENT THEM AWAY INTO THE TOWER. AND THE OTHERS ALSO HE SENT INTO THE TOWER, THOSE, NAMELY, WHO HAD RETURNED BRANCHES THAT WERE GREEN AND HAD OFFSHOOTS BUT NO FRUIT, HAVING GIVEN THEM SEALS. AND ALL WHO WENT INTO THE TOWER HAD THE SAME CLOTHING--WHITE AS SNOW. AND THOSE WHO RETURNED THEIR BRANCHES GREEN, AS THEY HAD RECEIVED THEM, HE SET FREE, GIVING THEM CLOTHING AND SEALS. NOW AFTER THE ANGEL HAD FINISHED THESE THINGS, HE SAID TO THE SHEPHERD, "I AM GOING AWAY, AND YOU WILL SEND THESE AWAY WITHIN THE WALLS, ACCORDING AS EACH ONE IS WORTHY TO HAVE HIS DWELLING. AND EXAMINE THEIR BRANCHES CAREFULLY, AND SO DISMISS THEM; BUT EXAMINE THEM WITH CARE. SEE THAT NO ONE ESCAPE YOU,". HE ADDED; "AND IF ANY ESCAPE YOU, I WILL TRY THEM AT THE ALTAR." HAVING SAID THESE WORDS TO THE SHEPHERD, HE DEPARTED. AND AFTER THE ANGEL HAD DEPARTED, THE SHEPHERD SAID TO ME, "LET US TAKE THE BRANCHES OF ALL THESE AND PLANT THEM, AND SEE IF ANY OF THEM WILL LIVE." I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, HOW CAN THESE WITHERED BRANCHES LIVE?" HE ANSWERED, AND SAID, "THIS TREE IS A WILLOW, AND OF A KIND THAT IS VERY TENACIOUS OF LIFE. IF, THEREFORE, THE BRANCHES BE PLANTED, AND RECEIVE A LITTLE MOISTURE, MANY OF THEM WILL LIVE. AND NOW LET US TRY, AND POUR WATERS UPON THEM; AND IF ANY OF THEM LIVE I SHALL REJOICE WITH THEM, AND IF THEY DO NOT, I AT LEAST WILL NOT BE FOUND NEGLECTFUL." AND THE SHEPHERD BADE ME CALL THEM AS EACH ONE WAS PLACED. AND THEY CAME, RANK BY RANK, AND GAVE THEIR BRANCHES TO THE SHEPHERD. AND THE SHEPHERD RECEIVED THE BRANCHES, AND PLANTED THEM IN ROWS; AND AFTER HE HAD PLANTED THEM HE POURED MUCH WATER UPON THEM, SO THAT THE BRANCHES COULD NOT BE SEEN FOR THE WATER; AND AFTER THE BRANCHES HAD DRUNK IT IN, HE SAID TO ME, "LET US GO, AND RETURN AFTER A FEW DAYS, AND INSPECT ALL THE BRANCHES; FOR HE WHO CREATED THIS TREE WISHES ALL THOSE TO LIVE WHO RECEIVED BRANCHES FROM IT. AND I ALSO HOPE THAT THE GREATER PART OF THESE BRANCHES WHICH RECEIVED MOISTURE AND DRANK OF THE WATER WILL LIVE." 
CHAPTER 3
I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, EXPLAIN TO ME WHAT THIS TREE MEANS, FOR I AM PERPLEXED ABOUT IT, BECAUSE, AFTER SO MANY BRANCHES HAVE BEEN CUT OFF, IT CONTINUES SOUND, AND NOTHING APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN CUT AWAY FROM IT. BY THIS, NOW, I AM PERPLEXED." "LISTEN," HE SAID: "THIS GREAT TREE THAT CASTS ITS SHADOW OVER PLAINS, AND MOUNTAINS, AND ALL THE EARTH, IS THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD THAT WAS GIVEN TO THE WHOLE WORLD; AND THIS [SEXLESS] LAW IS THE SON OF GOD, PROCLAIMED TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH; AND THE PEOPLE WHO ARE UNDER ITS SHADOW ARE THEY WHO HAVE HEARD THE PROCLAMATION, AND HAVE BELIEVED UPON HIM. AND THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS ANGEL MICHAEL IS HE WHO HAS AUTHORITY OVER THIS PEOPLE, AND GOVERNS THEM; FOR THIS IS HE WHO GAVE THEM THE [SEXLESS] LAW INTO THE HEARTS OF BELIEVERS: HE ACCORDINGLY SUPERINTENDS THEM TO WHOM HE GAVE IT, TO SEE IF THEY HAVE KEPT THE SAME. AND YOU SEE THE BRANCHES OF EACH ONE, FOR THE BRANCHES ARE THE [SEXLESS] LAW YOU SEE, ACCORDINGLY, MANY BRANCHES THAT HAVE BEEN RENDERED USELESS, AND YOU WILL KNOW THEM ALL--THOSE WHO HAVE NOT KEPT THE [SEXLESS] LAW; AND YOU WILL SEE THE DWELLING OF EACH ONE." I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, WHY DID HE DISMISS SOME INTO THE TOWER, AND LEAVE OTHERS TO YOU?" "ALL," HE ANSWERED, "WHO TRANSGRESSED THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH THEY RECEIVED FROM HIM, HE LEFT UNDER MY POWER FOR REPENTANCE; BUT ALL WHO HAVE SATISFIED THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND KEPT IT, HE RETAINS UNDER HIS OWN AUTHORITY." "WHO, THEN," I CONTINUED, "ARE THEY WHO WERE CROWNED, AND WHO GO TO THE TOWER?" "THESE ARE THEY WHO HAVE SUFFERED ON ACCOUNT OF THE LAW; BUT THE OTHERS, AND THEY WHO RETURNED THEIR BRANCHES GREEN, AND WITH OFFSHOOTS, BUT WITHOUT FRUIT, ARE THEY WHO HAVE BEEN AFFLICTED ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BUT WHO HAVE NOT SUFFERED NOR DENIED THEIR [SEXLESS] LAW; AND THEY WHO RETURNED THEIR BRANCHES GREEN AS THEY HAD RECEIVED THEM, ARE THE VENERABLE, AND THE JUST, AND THEY WHO HAVE WALKED CAREFULLY IN A PURE HEART, AND HAVE KEPT THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD. AND THE REST YOU WILL KNOW WHEN I HAVE EXAMINED THOSE BRANCHES WHICH HAVE BEEN PLANTED AND WATERED." 
CHAPTER 4
AND AFTER A FEW DAYS WE CAME TO THE PLACE, AND THE SHEPHERD SAT DOWN IN THE ANGEL'S PLACE, AND I STOOD BESIDE HIM. AND HE SAID TO ME, "GIRD YOURSELF WITH PURE, UNDRESSED LINEN MADE OF SACKCLOTH;" AND SEEING ME GIRDED, AND READY TO MINISTER TO HIM, "SUMMON," HE SAID, "THE MEN TO WHOM BELONG THE BRANCHES THAT WERE PLANTED, ACCORDING TO THE ORDER IN WHICH EACH ONE GAVE THEM IN." SO, I WENT AWAY TO THE PLAIN, AND SUMMONED THEM ALL, AND THEY ALL STOOD IN THEIR RANKS. HE SAID TO THEM, "LET EACH ONE, PULL OUT HIS OWN BRANCH, AND BRING IT TO ME." THE FIRST TO GIVE IN WERE THOSE WHO HAD THEM WITHERED AND CUT; AND BECAUSE THEY WERE FOUND TO BE THUS WITHERED AND CUT, HE COMMANDED THEM TO STAND APART. AND NEXT THEY GAVE THEM IN WHO HAD THEM WITHERED, BUT NOT CUT. AND SOME OF THEM GAVE IN THEIR BRANCHES GREEN, AND SOME WITHERED AND EATEN AS BY A MOTH. THOSE THAT GAVE THEM IN GREEN, ACCORDINGLY, HE ORDERED TO STAND APART; AND THOSE WHO GAVE THEM IN DRY AND CUT, HE ORDERED TO STAND ALONG WITH THE FIRST. NEXT, THEY GAVE THEM IN WHO HAD THEM HALF-WITHERED AND CRACKED; AND MANY OF THEM GAVE THEM IN GREEN AND WITHOUT CROCKS; AND SOME GREEN AND WITH OFFSHOOTS AND FRUITS UPON THE OFFSHOOTS, SUCH AS THEY HAD WHO WENT, AFTER BEING CROWNED, INTO THE TOWER. AND SOME HANDED THEM IN WITHERED AND EATEN, AND SOME WITHERED AND UNEATEN; AND SOME AS THEY WERE, HALF-WITHERED AND CRACKED. AND HE COMMANDED THEM EACH ONE TO STAND APART, SOME TOWARDS THEIR OWN ROWS, AND OTHERS APART FROM THEM. 
CHAPTER 5
THEN THEY GAVE IN THEIR BRANCHES WHO HAD THEM GREEN, BUT CRACKED: ALL THESE GAVE THEM IN GREEN, AND STOOD IN THEIR OWN ROW. AND THE SHEPHERD WAS PLEASED WITH THESE, BECAUSE THEY WERE ALL CHANGED, AND HAD LOST THEIR CRACKS. AND THEY ALSO GAVE THEM IN WHO HAD THEM HALF-GREEN AND HALF-WITHERED: OF SOME, ACCORDINGLY, THE BRANCHES WERE FOUND COMPLETELY GREEN; OF OTHERS, HALF-WITHERED; OF OTHERS, WITHERED AND EATEN; OF OTHERS, GREEN, AND HAVING OFFSHOOTS. ALL THESE WERE SENT AWAY, EACH TO HIS OWN ROW. [NEXT THEY GAVE IN WHO HAD THEM TWO PARTS GREEN AND ONE-THIRD WITHERED. MANY OF THEM GAVE THEM HALF-WITHERED; AND OTHERS WITHERED AND ROTTEN; AND OTHERS HALF-WITHERED AND CRACKED, AND A FEW GREEN. THESE ALL STOOD IN THEIR OWN ROW]. AND THEY GAVE THEM IN WHO HAD THEM GREEN, BUT TO A VERY SLIGHT EXTENT WITHERED AND CRACKED. OF THESE, SOME GAVE THEM IN GREEN, AND OTHERS GREEN AND WITH OFFSHOOTS. AND THESE ALSO WENT AWAY TO THEIR OWN ROW. NEXT, THEY GAVE THEM WHO HAD A VERY SMALL PART GREEN AND THE OTHER PARTS WITHERED. OF THESE THE BRANCHES WERE FOUND FOR THE MOST PART GREEN AND HAVING OFFSHOOTS, AND FRUIT UPON THE OFFSHOOTS, AND OTHERS ALTOGETHER GREEN. WITH THESE BRANCHES THE SHEPHERD WAS EXCEEDINGLY PLEASED, BECAUSE THEY WERE FOUND IN THIS STATE. AND THESE WENT AWAY, EACH TO HIS OWN ROW. 
CHAPTER 6
AFTER THE SHEPHERD HAD EXAMINED THE BRANCHES OF THEM ALL, HE SAID TO ME, "I TOLD YOU THAT THIS TREE WAS TENACIOUS OF LIFE. YOU SEE," HE CONTINUED, "HOW MANY REPENTED AND WERE SAVED." "I SEE, SIR," I REPLIED. "THAT YOU MAY BEHOLD," HE ADDED, "THE GREAT MERCY OF THE LORD, THAT IT IS GREAT AND GLORIOUS, AND THAT HE HAS GIVEN HIS SPIRIT TO THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY OF REPENTANCE." "WHY THEN, SIR," I SAID, "DID NOT ALL THESE REPENT?" HE ANSWERED, "TO THEM WHOSE HEART HE SAW WOULD BECOME PURE, AND OBEDIENT TO HIM, HE GAVE POWER TO REPENT WITH THE WHOLE HEART. BUT TO THEM WHOSE DECEIT AND WICKEDNESS HE PERCEIVED, AND SAW THAT THEY INTENDED TO REPENT HYPOCRITICALLY, HE DID NOT GRANT REPENTANCE, LEST THEY SHOULD AGAIN PROFANE HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]." I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, SHOW ME NOW, WITH RESPECT TO THOSE WHO GAVE IN THE BRANCHES, OF WHAT SORT THEY ARE, AND THEIR ABODE, IN ORDER THAT THEY HEARING IT WHO BELIEVED, AND RECEIVED THE SEAL, AND BROKE IT, AND DID NOT KEEP IT WHOLE, MAY, ON COMING TO A KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS, REPENT, AND RECEIVE FROM YOU A SEAL, AND MAY GLORIFY THE LORD BECAUSE HE HAD COMPASSION UPON THEM, AND SENT YOU TO RENEW THEIR SPIRITS." "LISTEN," HE SAID: "THEY WHOSE BRANCHES WERE FOUND WITHERED AND MOTH-EATEN ARE THE APOSTATES AND TRAITORS OF THE CHURCH, WHO HAVE BLASPHEMED THE LORD IN THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, AND HAVE, MOREOVER, BEEN ASHAMED OF THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BY WHICH THEY WERE CALLED. THESE, THEREFORE, AT THE END WERE LOST UNTO GOD. AND YOU SEE THAT NOT A SINGLE ONE OF THEM REPENTED, ALTHOUGH THEY HEARD THE WORDS WHICH I SPAKE TO THEM, WHICH I ENJOINED UPON YOU. FROM SUCH LIFE DEPARTED? AND THEY WHO GAVE THEM IN WITHERED AND UNDECAYED, THESE ALSO WERE NEAR TO THEM; FOR THEY WERE HYPOCRITES, AND INTRODUCERS OF STRANGE DOCTRINES, AND SUBVERTERS OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD, ESPECIALLY OF THOSE WHO HAD [SEXUAL] SINNED, NOT ALLOWING THEM TO REPENT, BUT PERSUADING THEM BY FOOLISH DOCTRINES. THESE, ACCORDINGLY, HAVE A HOPE OF REPENTANCE. AND YOU SEE THAT MANY OF THEM ALSO HAVE REPENTED SINCE I SPAKE TO THEM, AND THEY WILL STILL REPENT. BUT ALL WHO WILL NOT REPENT HAVE LOST THEIR LIVES; AND AS MANY OF THEM AS REPENTED BECAME GOOD, AND THEIR DWELLING WAS APPOINTED WITHIN THE FIRST WALLS; AND SOME OF THEM ASCENDED EVEN INTO THE TOWER. YOU SEE, THEN," HE SAID, "THAT REPENTANCE INVOLVES LIFE TO [SEXUAL] SINNERS, BUT NON-REPENTANCE DEATH. 
CHAPTER 7
"AND AS MANY AS GAVE IN THE BRANCHES HALF-WITHERED AND CRACKED, HEAR ALSO ABOUT THEM. THEY WHOSE BRANCHES WERE HALF-WITHERED TO THE SAME EXTENT ARE THE WAVERING; FOR THEY NEITHER LIVE, NOR ARE THEY DEAD. AND THEY WHO HAVE THEM HALF-WITHERED AND CRACKED ARE BOTH WAVERERS AND SLANDERERS, [RAILING AGAINST THE ABSENT], AND NEVER AT PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER, BUT ALWAYS AT VARIANCE. AND YET TO THESE ALSO," HE CONTINUED, "REPENTANCE IS POSSIBLE. YOU SEE," HE SAID, "THAT SOME OF THEM HAVE REPENTED, AND THERE IS STILL REMAINING IN THEM," HE CONTINUED, "A HOPE OF REPENTANCE. AND AS MANY OF THEM," HE ADDED, "AS HAVE REPENTED, SHALL HAVE THEIR DWELLING IN THE TOWER. AND THOSE OF THEM WHO HAVE BEEN SLOWER IN REPENTING SHALL DWELL WITHIN THE WALLS. AND AS MANY AS DO NOT REPENT AT ALL, BUT ABIDE IN THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS, SHALL UTTERLY PERISH. AND THEY WHO GAVE IN THEIR BRANCHES GREEN AND CRACKED WERE ALWAYS FAITHFUL AND GOOD, THOUGH EMULOUS OF EACH OTHER ABOUT THE FOREMOST PLACES, AND ABOUT FAME: NOW ALL THESE ARE FOOLISH, IN INDULGING IN SUCH A RIVALRY. YET THEY ALSO, BEING NATURALLY GOOD, ON HEARING MY COMMANDMENTS, PURIFIED THEMSELVES, AND SOON REPENTED. THEIR DWELLING, ACCORDINGLY, WAS IN THE TOWER. BUT IF ANY ONE RELAPSE INTO STRIFE, HE WILL BE EAST OUT OF THE TOWER, AND WILL LOSE HIS LIFE. LIFE IS THE POSSESSION OF ALL WHO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD; BUT IN THE COMMANDMENTS THERE IS NO RIVALRY IN REGARD TO THE FIRST PLACES, OR GLORY OF ANY KIND, BUT IN REGARD TO PATIENCE AND PERSONAL HUMILITY. AMONG SUCH PERSONS, THEN, IS THE LIFE OF THE LORD, BUT AMONGST THE [SEXUAL] QUARRELSOME AND TRANSGRESSORS, DEATH. 
CHAPTER 8
"AND THEY WHO GAVE IN THEIR BRANCHES HALF-GREEN AND HALF-WITHERED, ARE THOSE WHO ARE IMMERSED IN BUSINESS, AND DO NOT CLEAVE TO THE SAINTS. FOR THIS REASON, THE ONE HALF OF THEM IS LIVING, AND THE OTHER HALF DEAD. MANY, ACCORDINGLY, WHO HEARD MY COMMANDS REPENTED, AND THOSE AT LEAST WHO REPENTED HAD THEIR DWELLING IN THE TOWER. BUT SOME OF THEM AT LAST FELL AWAY: THESE, ACCORDINGLY, HAVE NOT REPENTANCE, FOR ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR BUSINESS THEY BLASPHEMED THE LORD, AND DENIED HIM. THEY THEREFORE LOST THEIR LIVES THROUGH THE WICKEDNESS WHICH THEY COMMITTED. AND MANY OF THEM DOUBTED. THESE STILL HAVE REPENTANCE IN THEIR POWER, IF THEY REPENT SPEEDILY; AND THEIR ABODE WILL BE IN THE TOWER. BUT IF THEY ARE SLOWER IN REPENTING, THEY WILL DWELL WITHIN THE WALLS; AND IF THEY DO NOT REPENT, THEY TOO HAVE LOST THEIR LIVES. AND THEY WHO GAVE IN THEIR BRANCHES TWO-THIRDS WITHERED AND ONE-THIRD GREEN, ARE THOSE WHO HAVE DENIED [THE LORD] IN VARIOUS WAYS. MANY, HOWEVER, REPENTED, BUT SOME OF THEM HESITATED AND WERE IN DOUBT. THESE, THEN, HAVE REPENTANCE WITHIN THEIR REACH, IF THEY REPENT QUICKLY, AND DO NOT REMAIN IN THEIR [SEXUAL] PLEASURES; BUT IF THEY ABIDE IN THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS, THESE, TOO, WORK TO THEMSELVES DEATH. 
CHAPTER 9
"AND THEY WHO RETURNED THEIR BRANCHES TWO-THIRDS WITHERED AND ONE-THIRD GREEN, ARE THOSE THAT WERE FAITHFUL INDEED; BUT AFTER ACQUIRING WEALTH, AND BECOMING DISTINGUISHED AMONGST THE HEATHEN, THEY CLOTHED THEMSELVES WITH GREAT PRIDE, AND BECAME LOFTY-MINDED, AND DESERTED THE TRUTH, AND DID NOT CLEAVE TO THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT LIVED WITH THE HEATHEN, AND THIS WAY OF LIFE BECAME MORE AGREEABLE TO THEM. THEY DID NOT, HOWEVER, DEPART FROM GOD, BUT REMAINED IN THE FAITH, ALTHOUGH NOT WORKING THE WORKS OF FAITH. MANY OF THEM ACCORDINGLY REPENTED, AND THEIR DWELLING WAS IN THE TOWER. AND OTHERS CONTINUING TO LIVE UNTIL THE END WITH THE HEATHEN, AND BEING [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED BY THEIR VAIN GLORIES, [DEPARTED FROM GOD, SERVING THE WORKS AND (SEXUAL) DEEDS OF THE HEATHEN]. THESE WERE RECKONED WITH THE HEATHEN. BUT OTHERS OF THEM HESITATED, NOT HOPING TO BE SAVED ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS WHICH THEY HAD DONE; WHILE OTHERS WERE IN DOUBT, AND CAUSED DIVISIONS AMONG THEMSELVES. TO THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO WERE IN DOUBT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS, REPENTANCE IS STILL OPEN; BUT THEIR REPENTANCE OUGHT TO BE SPEEDY, THAT THEIR DWELLING MAY BE IN THE TOWER. AND TO THOSE WHO DO NOT REPENT, BUT ABIDE IN THEIR [SEXUAL] PLEASURES, DEATH IS NEAR. 
CHAPTER 10
"AND THEY WHO GIVE IN THEIR BRANCHES GREEN, BUT HAVING THE TIPS WITHERED AND CRACKED, THESE WERE ALWAYS GOOD, AND FAITHFUL, AND DISTINGUISHED BEFORE GOD; BUT THEY [SEXUALLY] SINNED A VERY LITTLE THROUGH INDULGING SMALL [SEXUAL] DESIRES, AND FINDING LITTLE FAULTS WITH ONE ANOTHER. BUT ON HEARING MY WORDS THE GREATER PART OF THEM QUICKLY REPENTED, AND THEIR DWELLING WAS UPON THE TOWER. YET SOME OF THEM WERE IN DOUBT; AND CERTAIN OF THEM WHO WERE IN DOUBT WROUGHT GREATER DISSENSION. AMONG THESE, THEREFORE, IS HOPE OF REPENTANCE, BECAUSE THEY WERE ALWAYS GOOD; AND WITH DIFFICULTY WILL ANY ONE OF THEM PERISH. AND THEY WHO GAVE UP THEIR BRANCHES WITHERED, BUT HAVING A VERY SMALL PART GREEN, ARE THOSE WHO BELIEVED ONLY, YET CONTINUE WORKING THE WORKS OF INIQUITY. THEY NEVER, HOWEVER, DEPARTED FROM GOD, BUT GLADLY BORE HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND JOYFULLY RECEIVED HIS SERVANTS INTO THEIR HOUSES. HAVING ACCORDINGLY HEARD OF THIS REPENTANCE, THEY UNHESITATINGLY REPENTED, AND PRACTICE ALL VIRTUE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND SOME OF THEM EVEN [SUFFERED, BEING WILLINGLY PUT TO DEATH]. KNOWING THEIR [SEXLESS] DEEDS WHICH THEY HAD DONE. OF ALL THESE, THEREFORE, THE DWELLING SHALL BE IN THE TOWER." 
CHAPTER 11
AND AFTER HE HAD FINISHED THE EXPLANATIONS OF ALL THE BRANCHES, HE SAID TO ME, "GO AND TELL THEM TO EVERY ONE, THAT THEY MAY REPENT, AND THEY SHALL LIVE UNTO GOD. BECAUSE THE LORD, HAVING HAD COMPASSION ON ALL MEN, HAS SENT ME TO GIVE REPENTANCE, ALTHOUGH SOME ARE NOT WORTHY OF IT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR WORKS; BUT THE LORD, BEING LONG-SUFFERING, [SEXLESS] DESIRES THOSE WHO WERE CALLED BY HIS SON TO BE SAVED." I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, I HOPE THAT ALL WHO HAVE HEARD THEM WILL REPENT; FOR I AM PERSUADED THAT EACH ONE, ON COMING TO A KNOWLEDGE OF HIS OWN WORKS, AND FEARING THE LORD, WILL REPENT." HE ANSWERED ME, AND SAID, "ALL WHO WITH THEIR WHOLE HEART SHALL PURIFY THEMSELVES FROM THEIR WICKEDNESS BEFORE ENUMERATED, AND SHALL ADD NO MORE TO THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, WILL RECEIVE HEALING FROM THE LORD FOR THEIR FORMER TRANSGRESSIONS, IF THEY DO NOT HESITATE AT THESE COMMANDMENTS; AND THEY WILL LIVE UNTO GOD. BUT DO YOU WALK IN MY COMMANDMENTS, AND LIVE." HAVING SHOWN ME THESE THINGS, AND SPOKEN ALL THESE WORDS, HE SAID TO ME, "AND THE REST I WILL SHOW YOU AFTER A FEW DAYS." 
9TH SIMILITUDE: THE GREAT MYSTERIES IN THE BUILDING OF THE MILITANT AND TRIUMPHANT CHURCH
CHAPTER 1
AFTER I HAD WRITTEN DOWN THE COMMANDMENTS AND SIMILITUDES OF THE SHEPHERD, THE ANGEL OF REPENTANCE, HE CAME TO ME AND SAID, "I WISH TO EXPLAIN TO YOU WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT SPAKE WITH YOU IN THE FORM OF THE CHURCH SHOWED YOU, FOR THAT SPIRIT IS THE SON OF GOD. FOR, AS YOU WERE SOMEWHAT WEAK IN THE FLESH, IT WAS NOT EXPLAINED TO YOU BY THE ANGEL. WHEN, HOWEVER, YOU WERE STRENGTHENED BY THE SPIRIT, AND YOUR STRENGTH WAS INCREASED, SO THAT YOU WERE ABLE TO SEE THE ANGEL ALSO, THEN ACCORDINGLY WAS THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER SHOWN YOU BY THE CHURCH. IN A NOBLE AND SOLEMN MANNER DID YOU SEE EVERYTHING AS IF SHOWN YOU BY A VIRGIN; BUT NOW YOU SEE [THEM] THROUGH THE SAME SPIRIT AS IF SHOWN BY AN ANGEL. YOU MUST, HOWEVER, LEARN EVERYTHING FROM ME WITH GREATER ACCURACY. FOR I WAS SENT FOR THIS [SEXLESS] PURPOSE BY THE GLORIOUS ANGEL TO DWELL IN YOUR HOUSE, THAT YOU MIGHT SEE ALL THINGS WITH POWER, ENTERTAINING NO FEAR, EVEN AS IT WAS BEFORE." AND HE LED ME AWAY INTO ARCADIA, TO A ROUND HILL; AND HE PLACED ME ON THE TOP OF THE HILL, AND SHOWED ME A LARGE PLAIN, AND ROUND ABOUT THE PLAIN TWELVE MOUNTAINS, ALL HAVING DIFFERENT FORMS. THE FIRST WAS BLACK AS SOOT; AND THE SECOND BARE, WITHOUT GRASS; AND THE THIRD FULL OF THORNS AND THISTLES; AND THE FOURTH WITH GRASS HALF-WITHERED, THE UPPER PARTS OF THE PLANTS GREEN, AND THE PARTS ABOUT THE ROOTS WITHERED; AND SOME OF THE GRASSES, WHEN THE SUN SCORCHED THEM, BECAME WITHERED. AND THE FIFTH MOUNTAIN HAD GREEN GRASS, AND WAS RAGGED. AND THE SIXTH MOUNTAIN WAS QUITE FULL OF CLEFTS, SOME SMALL AND OTHERS LARGE; AND THE CLEFTS WERE GRASSY, BUT THE PLANTS WERE NOT VERY VIGOROUS, BUT RATHER, AS IT WERE, DECAYED. THE SEVENTH MOUNTAIN, AGAIN, HAD CHEERFUL PASTURES, AND THE WHOLE MOUNTAIN WAS BLOOMING, AND EVERY KIND OF CATTLE AND BIRDS WERE FEEDING UPON THAT MOUNTAIN; AND THE MORE THE CATTLE AND THE BIRDS ATE, THE MORE THE GRASS OF THAT MOUNTAIN FLOURISHED. AND THE EIGHTH MOUNTAIN WAS FULL OF FOUNTAINS, AND EVERY KIND OF THE LORD'S [SEXLESS] CREATURES DRANK OF THE FOUNTAINS OF THAT MOUNTAIN. BUT THE NINTH MOUNTAIN [HAD NO WATER AT ALL, AND WAS WHOLLY A DESERT, AND HAD WITHIN IT, DEADLY SERPENTS, WHICH DESTROY MEN. AND THE TENTH MOUNTAIN] HAD VERY LARGE TREES, AND WAS COMPLETELY SHADED, AND UNDER THE SHADOW OF THE TREES, SHEEP LAY RESTING AND RUMINATING. AND THE ELEVENTH MOUNTAIN WAS VERY THICKLY WOODED, AND THOSE TREES WERE PRODUCTIVE, BEING ADORNED WITH VARIOUS SONS OF FRUITS, SO THAT ANY ONE SEEING THEM WOULD [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO EAT OF THEIR FRUITS. THE TWELFTH MOUNTAIN, AGAIN, WAS WHOLLY WHITE, AND ITS ASPECT WAS CHEERFUL, AND THE MOUNTAIN IN ITSELF WAS VERY BEAUTIFUL. 
CHAPTER 2
AND IN THE MIDDLE OF THE PLAIN HE SHOWED ME A LARGE WHITE ROCK THAT HAD ARISEN OUT OF THE PLAIN. AND THE ROCK WAS MORE-LOFTY THAN THE MOUNTAINS, RECTANGULAR IN SHAPE, SO AS TO BE CAPABLE OF CONTAINING THE WHOLE WORLD: AND THAT ROCK WAS OLD, HAVING A GATE CUT OUT OF IT; AND THE CUTTING OUT OF THE GATE SEEMED TO ME AS IF RECENTLY DONE. AND THE GATE GLITTERED TO SUCH A DEGREE UNDER THE SUNBEAMS, THAT I MARVELED AT THE SPLENDOUR OF THE GATE; AND ROUND ABOUT THE GATE WERE STANDING TWELVE VIRGINS. THE FOUR WHO STOOD AT THE CORNERS SEEMED TO ME MORE DISTINGUISHED THAN THE OTHERS--THEY WERE ALL, HOWEVER, DISTINGUISHED--AND THEY WERE STANDING AT THE FOUR PARTS OF THE GATE; TWO VIRGINS BETWEEN EACH PART. AND THEY WERE CLOTHED WITH LINEN TUNICS, AND GRACEFULLY GIRDED, HAVING THEIR RIGHT SHOULDERS EXPOSED, AS IF ABOUT TO BEAR SOME BURDEN. THUS, THEY STOOD READY; FOR THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY CHEERFUL AND EAGER. AFTER I HAD SEEN THESE THINGS, I MARVELED IN MYSELF, BECAUSE I WAS BEHOLDING GREAT AND GLORIOUS SIGHTS. AND AGAIN, I WAS PERPLEXED ABOUT THE VIRGINS, BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH SO DELICATE, THEY WERE STANDING COURAGEOUSLY, AS IF ABOUT TO CARRY THE WHOLE HEAVENS. AND THE SHEPHERD SAID TO ME "WHY ARE YOU REASONING IN YOURSELF, AND PERPLEXING YOUR MIND, AND DISTRESSING YOURSELF? FOR THE THINGS WHICH YOU CANNOT UNDERSTAND, DO NOT ATTEMPT TO COMPREHEND, AS IF YOU WERE WISE; BUT ASK THE LORD, THAT YOU MAY RECEIVE UNDERSTANDING AND KNOW THEM. YOU CANNOT SEE WHAT IS BEHIND YOU, BUT YOU SEE WHAT IS BEFORE. WHATEVER, THEN, YOU CANNOT SEE, LET ALONE, AND DO NOT TORMENT YOURSELF ABOUT IT: BUT WHAT YOU SEE, MAKE YOURSELF MASTER OF IT, AND DO NOT WASTE YOUR LABOUR ABOUT OTHER THINGS; AND I WILL EXPLAIN TO YOU EVERYTHING THAT I SHOW YOU. LOOK THEREFORE, ON THE THINGS THAT REMAIN." 
CHAPTER 3
I SAW SIX MEN COME, TALL, AND DISTINGUISHED, AND SIMILAR IN APPEARANCE, AND THEY SUMMONED, A MULTITUDE OF MEN. AND THEY WHO CAME WERE ALSO TALL MEN, AND HANDSOME, AND POWERFUL; AND THE SIX MEN COMMANDED THEM TO BUILD A TOWER ABOVE THE ROCK. AND GREAT WAS THE NOISE OF THOSE MEN WHO CAME TO BUILD THE TOWER, AS THEY RAN HITHER AND THITHER AROUND THE GATE. AND THE VIRGINS WHO STOOD AROUND THE GATE TOLD THE MEN TO HASTEN TO BUILD THE TOWER. NOW THE VIRGINS HAD SPREAD OUT THEIR HANDS, AS IF ABOUT TO RECEIVE SOMETHING FROM THE MEN. AND THE SIX MEN COMMANDED STONES TO ASCEND OUT OF A CERTAIN PIT, AND TO GO TO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER. AND THERE WENT UP TEN SHINING RECTANGULAR STONES, NOT HEWN IN A QUARRY. AND THE SIX MEN CALLED THE VIRGINS, AND BADE THEM CARRY ALL THE STONES THAT WERE INTENDED FOR THE BUILDING, AND TO PASS THROUGH THE GATE, AND GIVE THEM TO THE MEN WHO WERE ABOUT TO BUILD THE TOWER. AND THE VIRGINS PUT UPON ONE ANOTHER THE TEN FIRST STONES WHICH HAD ASCENDED FROM THE PIT, AND CARRIED THEM TOGETHER, EACH STONE BY ITSELF. 
CHAPTER 4
AND AS THEY STOOD TOGETHER AROUND THE GATE, THOSE WHO SEEMED TO BE STRONG CARRIED THEM, AND THEY STOOPED DOWN UNDER THE CORNERS OF THE STONE; AND THE OTHERS STOOPED DOWN UNDER THE SIDES OF THE STONES. AND IN THIS WAY, THEY CARRIED ALL THE STONES. AND THEY CARRIED THEM THROUGH THE GATE AS THEY WERE COMMANDED, AND GAVE THEM TO THE MEN FOR THE TOWER; AND THEY TOOK THE STONES AND PROCEEDED WITH THE BUILDING. NOW THE TOWER WAS BUILT UPON THE GREAT ROCK, AND ABOVE THE GATE. THOSE TEN STONES WERE PREPARED AS THE FOUNDATION FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER. AND THE ROCK AND GATE WERE THE SUPPORT OF THE WHOLE OF THE TOWER. AND AFTER THE TEN STONES OTHER TWENTY [FIVE] CAME UP OUT OF THE PIT, AND THESE WERE FIRED INTO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER, BEING CARRIED BY THE VIRGINS AS BEFORE. AND AFTER THESE ASCENDED THIRTY-FIVE. AND THESE IN LIKE MANNER WERE FITTED INTO THE TOWER. AND AFTER THESE OTHER FORTY STONES CAME UP; AND ALL THESE WERE CAST INTO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER, [AND THERE WERE FOUR ROWS IN THE FOUNDATION OF THE TOWER], AND THEY CEASED ASCENDING FROM THE PIT. AND THE BUILDERS ALSO CEASED FOR A LITTLE. AND AGAIN, THE SIX MEN COMMANDED THE MULTITUDE OF THE CROWD TO BEAR STONES FROM THE MOUNTAINS FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER. THEY WERE ACCORDINGLY BROUGHT FROM ALL THE MOUNTAINS OF VARIOUS, COLORS, AND BEING HEWN BY THE MEN WERE GIVEN TO THE VIRGINS; AND THE VIRGINS CARRIED THEM THROUGH THE GATE, AND GAVE THEM FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER. AND WHEN THE STONES OF VARIOUS COLORS WERE PLACED IN THE BUILDING, THEY ALL BECAME WHITE ALIKE, AND LOST THEIR DIFFERENT COLORS. AND CERTAIN STONES WERE GIVEN BY THE MEN FOR THE BUILDING, AND THESE DID NOT BECOME SHINING; BUT AS THEY WERE PLACED, SUCH ALSO WERE THEY FOUND TO REMAIN: FOR THEY WERE NOT GIVEN BY THE VIRGINS, NOR CARRIED THROUGH THE GATE. THESE STONES, THEREFORE, WERE NOT IN KEEPING WITH THE OTHERS IN THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER. AND THE SIX MEN, SEEING THESE UNSUITABLE STONES IN THE BUILDING, COMMANDED THEM TO BE TAKEN AWAY, AND TO BE CARRIED AWAY DOWN TO THEIR OWN PLACE WHENCE THEY HAD BEEN TAKEN; [AND BEING REMOVED ONE BY ONE, THEY WERE LAID ASIDE; AND] THEY SAY TO THE MEN WHO BROUGHT THE STONES, "DO NOT YE BRING ANY STONES AT ALL FOR THE BUILDING, BUT LAY THEM DOWN BESIDE THE TOWER, THAT THE VIRGINS MAY CARRY THEM THROUGH THE GATE, AND MAY GIVE THEM FOR THE BUILDING. FOR UNLESS," THEY SAID, "THEY BE CARRIED THROUGH THE GATE BY THE HANDS OF THE VIRGINS, THEY CANNOT CHANGE THEIR COLORS: DO NOT TOIL, THEREFORE," THEY SAID, "TO NO [SEXUAL] PURPOSE." 
CHAPTER 5
AND ON THAT DAY THE BUILDING WAS FINISHED, BUT THE TOWER WAS NOT COMPLETED; FOR ADDITIONAL BUILDING WAS AGAIN ABOUT TO BE ADDED, AND THERE WAS A CESSATION IN THE BUILDING. AND THE SIX MEN COMMANDED THE BUILDERS ALL TO WITHDRAW A LITTLE DISTANCE, AND TO REST, BUT ENJOINED THE VIRGINS NOT TO WITHDRAW FROM THE TOWER; AND IT SEEMED TO ME THAT THE VIRGINS HAD BEEN LEFT TO GUARD THE TOWER. NOW AFTER ALL HAD WITHDRAWN, AND WERE RESTING THEMSELVES, I SAID TO THE SHEPHERD, "WHAT IS THE REASON THAT THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER WAS NOT FINISHED? "THE TOWER," HE ANSWERED, "CANNOT BE FINISHED JUST YET, UNTIL THE LORD OF IT COME AND EXAMINE THE BUILDING, IN ORDER THAT, IF ANY OF THE STONES BE FOUND TO BE DECAYED, HE MAY CHANGE THEM: FOR THE TOWER IS BUILT ACCORDING TO HIS [SEXLESS] PLEASURE." "I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW, SIR," I SAID, "WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE BUILDING OF THIS TOWER, AND WHAT THE ROCK AND GATE, AND THE MOUNTAINS, AND THE VIRGINS MEAN, AND THE STONES THAT ASCENDED FROM THE PIT, AND WERE NOT HEWN, BUT CAME AS THEY WERE TO THE BUILDING. WHY, IN THE FIRST PLACE, WERE TEN STONES PLACED IN THE FOUNDATION, THEN TWENTY-FIVE, THEN THIRTY-FIVE, THEN FORTY? AND I WISH ALSO TO KNOW ABOUT THE STONES THAT WENT TO THE BUILDING, AND WERE AGAIN TAKEN OUT AND RETURNED TO THEIR OWN PLACE? ON ALL THESE POINTS PUT MY MIND AT REST, SIR, AND EXPLAIN THEM TO ME." "IF YOU ARE NOT FOUND TO BE CURIOUS ABOUT TRIFLES," HE REPLIED, "YOU SHALL KNOW EVERYTHING. FOR AFTER A FEW DAYS [WE SHALL COME HITHER, AND YOU WILL SEE THE OTHER THINGS THAT HAPPEN TO THIS TOWER, AND WILL KNOW ACCURATELY ALL THE SIMILITUDES." AFTER A FEW DAYS] WE CAME TO THE PLACE WHERE WE SAT DOWN. AND HE SAID TO ME, "LET US GO TO THE TOWER; FOR THE MASTER OF THE TOWER IS COMING TO EXAMINE IT." AND WE CAME TO THE TOWER, AND THERE WAS NO ONE AT ALL NEAR IT, SAVE THE VIRGINS ONLY. AND THE SHEPHERD ASKED THE VIRGINS IF PERCHANCE THE MASTER OF THE TOWER HAD COME; AND THEY REPLIED THAT HE WAS ABOUT TO COME TO EXAMINE THE BUILDING. 
CHAPTER 6
AND, BEHOLD, AFTER A LITTLE I SEE AN ARRAY OF MANY MEN COMING, AND IN THE MIDST OF THEM ONE MAN OF SO REMARKABLE A SIZE AS TO OVERTOP THE TOWER. AND THE SIX MEN WHO HAD WORKED UPON THE BUILDING WERE WITH HIM, AND MANY OTHER HONOURABLE MEN WERE AROUND HIM. AND THE VIRGINS WHO KEPT THE TOWER RAN FORWARD AND KISSED HIM, AND BEGAN TO WALK NEAR HIM AROUND THE TOWER. AND THAT MAN EXAMINED THE BUILDING CAREFULLY, FEELING EVERY STONE SEPARATELY; AND HOLDING A ROD IN HIS HAND, HE STRUCK EVERY STONE IN THE BUILDING THREE TIMES. AND WHEN HE STRUCK THEM, SOME OF THEM BECAME BLACK AS SOOT, AND SOME APPEARED AS IF COVERED WITH SCABS, AND SOME CRACKED, AND SOME MUTILATED, AND SOME NEITHER WHITE NOR BLACK, AND SOME ROUGH AND NOT IN KEEPING WITH THE OTHER STONES, AND SOME HAVING EVERY MANY] STAINS: SUCH WERE THE VARIETIES OF DECAYED STONES THAT WERE FOUND IN THE BUILDING. HE ORDERED ALL THESE TO BE TAKEN OUT OF THE TOWER, AND TO BE LAID DOWN BESIDE IT, AND OTHER STONES TO BE BROUGHT AND PUT IN THEIR STEAD. [AND THE BUILDERS ASKED HIM FROM WHAT MOUNTAIN HE WISHED THEM TO BE BROUGHT AND PUT IN THEIR PLACE]. AND HE DID NOT COMMAND THEM TO BE BROUGHT FROM THE MOUNTAINS, [BUT HE BADE THEM BE BROUGHT FROM A CERTAIN PLAIN WHICH WAS NEAR AT HAND]. AND THE PLAIN WAS DUG UP, AND SHINING RECTANGULAR STONES WERE FOUND, AND SOME ALSO OF A ROUND SHAPE; AND ALL THE STONES WHICH WERE IN THAT PLAIN WERE BROUGHT, AND CARRIED THROUGH THE GATE BY THE VIRGINS. AND THE RECTANGULAR STONES WERE HEWN, AND PUT IN PLACE OF THOSE THAT WERE TAKEN AWAY; BUT THE ROUNDED STONES WERE NOT PUT INTO THE BUILDING, BECAUSE THEY WERE HARD TO HEW, AND APPEARED TO FIELD SLOWLY TO THE CHISEL; THEY WERE DEPOSITED, HOWEVER, BESIDE THE TOWER, AS IF INTENDED TO BE HEWN AND USED IN THE BUILDING, FOR THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY BRILLIANT. 
CHAPTER 7
THE GLORIOUS MAN, THE LORD OF THE WHOLE TOWER, HAVING ACCORDINGLY FINISHED THESE ALTERATIONS, CALLED TO HIM THE SHEPHERD, AND DELIVERED TO HIM ALL THE STONES THAT WERE LYING BESIDE THE TOWER, THAT HAD BEEN REJECTED FROM THE BUILDING, AND SAID TO HIM, "CAREFULLY CLEAN ALL THESE STONES, AND PUT ASIDE SUCH FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER AS MAY HARMONIZE WITH THE OTHERS; AND THOSE THAT DO NOT, THROW FAR AWAY FROM THE TOWER." [HAVING GIVEN THESE ORDERS TO THE SHEPHERD, HE DEPARTED FROM THE TOWER], WITH ALL THOSE WITH WHOM HE HAD COME. NOW THE VIRGINS WERE STANDING AROUND THE TOWER, KEEPING IT. I SAID AGAIN TO THE SHEPHERD, "CAN THESE STONES RETURN TO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER, AFTER BEING REJECTED?" HE ANSWERED ME, AND SAID, "DO YOU SEE THESE STONES?" "I SEE THEM, SIR," I REPLIED. "THE GREATER PART OF THESE STONES," HE SAID, "I WILL HEW, AND PUT INTO THE BUILDING, AND THEY WILL HARMONIZE WITH THE OTHERS." "HOW, SIR," I SAID, "CAN THEY, AFTER BEING CUT ALL ROUND ABOUT, FILL UP THE SAME SPACE?" HE ANSWERED, "THOSE THAT SHALL BE FOUND SMALL WILL BE THROWN INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE BUILDING, AND THOSE THAT ARE LARGER WILL BE PLACED ON THE OUTSIDE, AND THEY WILL HOLD THEM TOGETHER." HAVING SPOKEN THESE WORDS, HE SAID TO ME, "LET US GO, AND AFTER TWO DAYS LET US COME AND CLEAN THESE STONES, AND CAST THEM INTO THE BUILDING; FOR ALL THINGS AROUND THE TOWER MUST BE CLEANED, LEST THE MASTER COME SUDDENLY? AND FIND THE PLACES ABOUT THE TOWER DIRTY, AND BE DISPLEASED, AND THESE STONES BE NOT RETURNED FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER, AND I ALSO SHALL SEEM TO BE NEGLECTFUL TOWARDS THE MASTER." AND AFTER TWO DAYS WE CAME TO THE TOWER, AND HE SAID TO ME, "LET US EXAMINE ALL THE STONES, AND ASCERTAIN THOSE WHICH MAY RETURN TO THE BUILDING." I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, LET US EXAMINE THEM!" 
CHAPTER 8
AND BEGINNING, WE FIRST EXAMINED THE BLACK STONES: AND SUCH AS THEY HAD BEEN TAKEN OUT OF THE BUILDING, WERE THEY FOUND TO REMAIN; AND THE SHEPHERD ORDERED THEM TO BE REMOVED OUT OF THE TOWER, AND TO BE PLACED APART. NEXT, HE EXAMINED THOSE THAT HAD SCABS; AND HE TOOK AND HEWED MANY OF THESE, AND COMMANDED THE VIRGINS TO TAKE THEM UP AND CAST THEM INTO THE BUILDING. AND THE VIRGINS LIFTED THEM UP, AND PUT THEM IN THE MIDDLE OF THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER. AND THE REST HE ORDERED TO BE LAID DOWN BESIDE THE BLACK ONES; FOR THESE, TOO, WERE FOUND TO BE BLACK. HE NEXT EXAMINED THOSE THAT HAD CRACKS; AND HE HEWED MANY OF THESE, AND COMMANDED THEM TO BE CARRIED BY THE VIRGINS TO THE BUILDING: AND THEY WERE PLACED ON THE OUTSIDE, BECAUSE THEY WERE FOUND TO BE SOUNDER THAN THE OTHERS; BUT THE REST, ON ACCOUNT OF THE MULTITUDE OF THE CRACKS, COULD NOT BE HEWN, AND FOR THIS REASON, THEREFORE, THEY WERE REJECTED FROM THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER. HE NEXT EXAMINED THE CHIPPED STONES, AND MANY AMONGST THESE WERE FOUND TO BE BLACK, ARID SOME TO HAVE GREAT CROCKS. AND THESE ALSO HE COMMANDED TO BE LAID DOWN ALONG WITH THOSE WHICH HAD BEEN REJECTED. BUT THE REMAINDER, AFTER BEING CLEANED AND HEWN, HE COMMANDED TO BE PLACED IN THE BUILDING. AND THE VIRGINS TOOK THEM UP, AND FITTED THEM INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER, FOR THEY WERE SOMEWHAT WEAK. HE NEXT EXAMINED THOSE THAT WERE HALF WHITE AND HALF BLACK, AND MANY OF THEM WERE FOUND TO BE BLACK. AND HE COMMANDED THESE ALSO TO BE TAKEN AWAY ALONG WITH THOSE WHICH HAD BEEN REJECTED. AND THE REST WERE ALL TAKEN AWAY BY THE VIRGINS; FOR, BEING WHITE, THEY WERE FITTED BY THE VIRGINS THEMSELVES INTO THE BUILDING. AND THEY WERE PLACED UPON THE OUTSIDE, BECAUSE THEY WERE FOUND TO BE SOUND, SO AS TO BE ABLE TO SUPPORT THOSE WHICH WERE PLACED IN THE MIDDLE, FOR NO PART OF THEM AT ALL WAS CHIPPED. HE NEXT EXAMINED THOSE THAT WERE ROUGH AND HARD; AND A FEW OF THEM WERE REJECTED BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT BE HEWN, AS THEY WERE FOUND EXCEEDINGLY HARD. BUT THE REST OF THEM WERE HEWN, AND CARRIED BY THE VIRGINS, AND FITTED INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER; FOR THEY WERE SOMEWHAT WEAK. HE NEXT EXAMINED THOSE THAT HAD STAINS; AND OF THESE A VERY FEW WERE BLACK, AND WERE THROWN ASIDE WITH THE OTHERS; BUT THE GREATER PART WAS FOUND TO BE BRIGHT, AND THESE WERE FITTED BY THE VIRGINS INTO THE BUILDING, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR STRENGTH WERE PLACED ON THE OUTSIDE. 
CHAPTER 9
HE NEXT CAME TO EXAMINE THE WHITE AND ROUNDED STONES, AND SAID TO ME, "WHAT ARE WE TO DO WITH THESE [MAGICAL] STONES? "HOW DO I KNOW, SIR? "I REPLIED. "HAVE YOU NO [SEXUAL] INTENTIONS REGARDING THEM? "SIR," I ANSWERED, "I AM NOT ACQUAINTED WITH THIS ART, NEITHER AM I A STONE-CUTTER, NOR CAN I TELL." "DO YOU NOT SEE," HE SAID, "THAT THEY ARE EXCEEDINGLY ROUND? AND IF I WISH TO MAKE THEM RECTANGULAR, A LARGE PORTION OF THEM MUST BE CUT AWAY; FOR SOME OF THEM MUST OF NECESSITY BE PUT INTO THE BUILDING." "IF THEREFORE," I SAID, "THEY MUST, WHY DO YOU TORMENT YOURSELF, AND NOT AT ONCE CHOOSE FOR THE BUILDING THOSE WHICH YOU PREFER, AND FIT THEM INTO IT?" HE SELECTED THE LARGER ONES AMONG THEM, AND THE SHINING ONES, AND HEWED THEM; AND THE VIRGINS CARRIED AND FITTED THEM INTO THE OUTSIDE PARTS OF THE BUILDING. AND THE REST WHICH REMAINED OVER WERE CARDED AWAY, AND LAID DOWN ON THE PLAIN FROM WHICH THEY WERE BROUGHT. THEY WERE NOT, HOWEVER, REJECTED, "BECAUSE," HE SAID, "THERE REMAINS YET A LITTLE ADDITION TO BE BUILT TO THE TOWER. AND THE LORD OF THIS TOWER WISHES ALL THE STONES TO BE FITTED INTO THE BUILDING, BECAUSE THEY ARE EXCEEDINGLY BRIGHT." AND TWELVE WOMEN WERE CALLED, VERY BEAUTIFUL IN FORM, CLOTHED IN BLACK, AND WITH DISHEVELED HAIR. AND THESE WOMEN SEEMED TO ME TO BE FIERCE. BUT THE SHEPHERD COMMANDED THEM TO LIFT THE STONES THAT WERE REJECTED FROM THE BUILDING, AND TO CARRY THEM AWAY TO THE MOUNTAINS FROM WHICH THEY HAD BEEN BROUGHT. AND THEY WERE MERRY, AND CARDED AWAY ALL THE STONES, AND PUT THEM IN THE PLACE WHENCE THEY HAD BEEN TAKEN. NOW AFTER ALL THE STONES WERE REMOVED, AND THERE WAS NO LONGER A SINGLE ONE LYING AROUND THE TOWER, HE SAID, "LET US GO [A] ROUND THE TOWER AND SEE, LEST THERE BE ANY DEFECT IN IT." SO, I WENT [A] ROUND THE TOWER ALONG WITH HIM. AND THE SHEPHERD, SEEING THAT THE TOWER WAS BEAUTIFULLY BUILT, REJOICED EXCEEDINGLY; FOR THE TOWER WAS BUILT IN SUCH A WAY, THAT, ON SEEING IT, I COVETED THE BUILDING OF IT, FOR IT WAS CONSTRUCTED AS IF BUILT OF ONE STONE, WITHOUT A SINGLE JOINING. AND THE STONE SEEMED AS IF HEWN OUT OF THE ROCK; HAVING TO ME THE APPEARANCE OF A MONOLITH. 
CHAPTER 10
AND AS I WALKED ALONG WITH HIM, I WAS FULL OF JOY, BEHOLDING SO MANY EXCELLENT THINGS. AND THE SHEPHERD SAID TO ME, "GO AND BRING UNSLACKED LIME AND FINE-BAKED CLAY, THAT I MAY FILL UP THE FORMS OF THE STONES THAT WERE TAKEN AND THROWN INTO THE BUILDING; FOR EVERYTHING ABOUT THE TOWER MUST BE SMOOTH." AND I DID AS HE COMMANDED ME, AND BROUGHT IT TO HIM. "ASSIST ME," HE SAID, "AND THE WORK WILL SOON BE FINISHED." HE ACCORDINGLY FILLED UP THE FORMS OF THE STONES THAT WERE RETURNED TO THE BUILDING, AND COMMANDED THE PLACES AROUND THE TOWER TO BE SWEPT AND TO BE CLEANED; AND THE VIRGINS TOOK BROOMS AND SWEPT THE PLACE, AND CARRIED ALL THE DIRT OUT OF THE TOWER, AND BROUGHT WATER, AND THE GROUND AROUND THE TOWER BECAME CHEERFUL AND VERY BEAUTIFUL. SAYS THE SHEPHERD TO ME, "EVERYTHING HAS BEEN CLEARED AWAY; IF THE LORD OF THE TOWER COME TO INSPECT IT, HE CAN HAVE NO FAULT TO FIND WITH US." HAVING SPOKEN THESE WORDS, HE WISHED TO DEPART; BUT I LAID HOLD OF HIM BY THE [MONEY] WALLET, AND BEGAN TO ADJURE HIM BY THE LORD THAT HE WOULD EXPLAIN WHAT HE HAD SHOWED ME. HE SAID TO ME, "I MUST REST A LITTLE, AND THEN I SHALL EXPLAIN TO YOU EVERYTHING; WAIT FOR ME HERE UNTIL I RETURN." I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, WHAT CAN I DO HERE ALONE?" "YOU ARE NOT ALONE," HE SAID, "FOR THESE VIRGINS ARE WITH YOU." "GIVE ME IN CHARGE TO THEM, THEN," I REPLIED. THE SHEPHERD CALLED THEM TO HIM, AND SAID TO THEM, "I ENTRUST HIM TO YOU UNTIL I COME," AND WENT AWAY. AND I WAS ALONE WITH THE VIRGINS; AND THEY WERE RATHER MERRY, BUT WERE FRIENDLY TO ME, ESPECIALLY THE FOUR MORE DISTINGUISHED OF THEM. 
CHAPTER 11
THE VIRGINS SAID TO ME, "THE SHEPHERD DOES NOT COME HERE TODAY." "WHAT, THEN," SAID I, "AM I TO DO?" THEY REPLIED, "WAIT FOR HIM UNTIL HE COMES; AND IF HE COMES, HE WILL CONVERSE WITH YOU, AND IF HE DOES NOT COME YOU WILL REMAIN HERE WITH US UNTIL HE DOES COME." I SAID TO THEM, "I WILL WAIT FOR HIM UNTIL IT IS LATE; AND IF HE DOES NOT ARRIVE, I WILL GO AWAY INTO THE HOUSE, AND COME BACK EARLY IN THE MORNING." AND THEY ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME, "YOU WERE ENTRUSTED TO US; YOU CANNOT GO AWAY FROM US." "WHERE, THEN," I SAID, "AM I TO REMAIN? "YOU WILL SLEEP WITH US," THEY REPLIED, "AS A BROTHER, AND NOT AS A HUSBAND: FOR YOU ARE OUR BROTHER, AND FOR THE TIME TO COME WE INTEND TO ABIDE WITH YOU, FOR WE [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU EXCEEDINGLY!" BUT I WAS ASHAMED TO REMAIN WITH THEM. AND SHE WHO SEEMED TO BE THE FIRST AMONG THEM BEGAN TO KISS ME. [AND THE OTHERS SEEING HER KISSING ME, BEGAN ALSO TO KISS ME], AND TO LEAD ME ROUND THE TOWER, AND TO PLAY WITH ME. AND I, TOO, BECAME LIKE A YOUNG MAN, AND BEGAN TO PLAY WITH THEM: FOR SOME OF THEM FORMED A CHORUS, AND OTHERS DANCED, AND OTHERS SANG; AND I, KEEPING SILENCE, WALKED WITH THEM AROUND THE TOWER, AND WAS MERRY WITH THEM. AND WHEN IT GREW LATE, I WISHED TO GO INTO THE HOUSE; AND THEY WOULD NOT LET ME, BUT DETAINED ME. SO, I REMAINED WITH THEM DURING THE NIGHT, AND SLEPT BESIDE THE TOWER. NOW THE VIRGINS SPREAD THEIR LINEN TUNICS ON THE GROUND, AND MADE ME LIE DOWN IN THE MIDST OF THEM; AND THEY DID NOTHING AT ALL BUT PRAY; AND I WITHOUT CEASING PRAYED WITH THEM, AND NOT LESS THAN THEY. AND THE VIRGINS REJOICED BECAUSE I THUS PRAYED. AND I REMAINED THERE WITH THE VIRGINS UNTIL THE NEXT DAY AT THE SECOND HOUR. THEN THE SHEPHERD RETURNED, AND SAID TO THE VIRGINS, "DID YOU OFFER HIM ANY INSULT? "ASK HIM," THEY SAID. I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, I WAS DELIGHTED THAT I REMAINED WITH THEM." "ON WHAT," HE ASKED, "DID YOU SUP? "I SUPPED, SIR," I REPLIED, "ON THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE LORD THE WHOLE NIGHT." "DID THEY RECEIVE YOU WELL?" HE INQUIRED. "YES, SIR," I ANSWERED. "NOW," HE SAID, "WHAT DO YOU WISH TO HEAR FIRST?" "I WISH TO HEAR IN THE ORDER," I SAID, "IN WHICH YOU SHOWED ME FROM THE BEGINNING. I BEG OF YOU, SIR, THAT AS I SHALL ASK YOU, SO ALSO YOU WILL GIVE ME THE EXPLANATION." "AS YOU WISH," HE REPLIED, "SO ALSO WILL I EXPLAIN TO YOU, AND WILL CONCEAL NOTHING AT ALL FROM YOU." 
CHAPTER 12
"FIRST OF ALL, SIR," I SAID, "EXPLAIN THIS TO ME: WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE ROCK AND THE GATE?" "THIS ROCK," HE ANSWERED, "AND THIS GATE ARE THE SON OF GOD." "HOW, SIR?" I SAID; "THE ROCK IS OLD, AND THE GATE IS NEW." "LISTEN," HE SAID, "AND UNDERSTAND, O IGNORANT MAN. THE SON OF GOD IS OLDER THAN ALL HIS CREATURES, SO THAT HE WAS A FELLOW-COUNCILLOR WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HIS WORK OF CREATION: FOR THIS REASON, IS HE OLD." "AND WHY IS THE GATE NEW, SIR?" I SAID. "BECAUSE," HE ANSWERED, "HE BECAME MANIFEST IN THE LAST DAYS OF THE DISPENSATION: FOR THIS REASON, THE GATE WAS MADE NEW, THAT THEY WHO ARE TO BE SAVED BY IT MIGHT ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD. YOU SAW," HE SAID, "THAT THOSE STONES WHICH CAME IN THROUGH THE GATE WERE USED FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER, AND THAT THOSE WHICH DID NOT COME, WERE AGAIN THROWN BACK TO THEIR OWN PLACE? "I SAW, SIR," I REPLIED. "IN LIKE MANNER," HE CONTINUED, "NO ONE SHALL ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD UNLESS HE, RECEIVE HIS HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. FOR IF YOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO ENTER INTO A CITY, AND THAT CITY IS SURROUNDED BY A WALL, AND HAS BUT ONE GATE, CAN YOU ENTER INTO THAT CITY SAVE THROUGH THE GATE WHICH IT HAS?" "WHY, HOW CAN IT BE OTHERWISE, SIR?" I SAID. "IF, THEN, YOU CANNOT ENTER INTO THE CITY EXCEPT THROUGH ITS GATE, SO, IN LIKE MANNER, A MAN CANNOT OTHERWISE ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD THAN BY THE NAME OF HIS BELOVED SON [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. YOU SAW," HE ADDED, "THE MULTITUDE WHO WERE BUILDING THE TOWER?" "I SAW THEM, SIR," I SAID. "THOSE," HE SAID, "ARE ALL GLORIOUS ANGELS, AND BY THEM ACCORDINGLY IS THE LORD SURROUNDED. AND THE GATE IS THE SON OF GOD. THIS IS THE ONE ENTRANCE TO THE LORD. IN NO OTHER WAY, THEN, SHALL ANYONE, ENTER IN TO HIM EXCEPT THROUGH HIS SON. YOU SAW," HE CONTINUED, "THE SIX MEN, AND THE TAIL AND GLORIOUS MAN IN THE MIDST OF THEM, WHO WALKED ROUND THE TOWER, AND REJECTED THE STONES FROM THE BUILDING? "I SAW HIM, SIR," I ANSWERED. "THE GLORIOUS MAN," HE SAID, "IS THE SON OF GOD, AND THOSE SIX GLORIOUS ANGELS ARE THOSE WHO SUPPORT HIM ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON THE LEFT. NONE OF THESE GLORIOUS ANGELS," HE CONTINUED, "WILL ENTER IN UNTO GOD APART FROM HIM. WHOSOEVER DOES NOT RECEIVE HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], SHALL NOT ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD." 
CHAPTER 13
"AND THE TOWER," I ASKED, "WHAT DOES IT MEAN? "THIS TOWER," HE REPLIED, "IS THE CHURCH." "AND THESE VIRGINS, WHO ARE THEY?" "THEY ARE HOLY SPIRITS, AND MEN CANNOT OTHERWISE BE FOUND IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD UNLESS THESE HAVE PUT THEIR CLOTHING UPON THEM: FOR IF YOU RECEIVE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ONLY, AND DO NOT RECEIVE FROM THEM THE CLOTHING, THEY ARE OF NO ADVANTAGE TO YOU. FOR THESE VIRGINS ARE THE POWERS OF THE SON OF GOD. IF YOU BEAR HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BUT POSSESS NOT HIS POWER, IT WILL BE IN VAIN THAT YOU BEAR HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THOSE STONES," HE CONTINUED, "WHICH YOU SAW REJECTED BORE HIS NAME, BUT DID NOT PUT ON THE CLOTHING OF THE VIRGINS." "OF WHAT [DIVINE] NATURE IS THEIR CLOTHING, SIR?" I ASKED. "THEIR VERY NAMES," HE SAID, "ARE THEIR CLOTHING. EVERY ONE WHO BEARS THE NAME OF THE SON OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], OUGHT TO BEAR THE NAMES ALSO OF THESE; FOR THE SON HIMSELF BEARS THE NAMES OF THESE VIRGINS. AS MANY STONES," HE CONTINUED, "AS YOU SAW [COME INTO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER THROUGH THE HANDS] OF THESE VIRGINS, AND REMAINING, HAVE BEEN CLOTHED WITH THEIR STRENGTH. FOR THIS REASON, YOU SEE THAT THE TOWER BECAME OF ONE STONE WITH THE ROCK. SO ALSO, THEY WHO HAVE BELIEVED ON THE LORD THROUGH HIS SON, AND ARE CLOTHED WITH THESE SPIRITS, SHALL BECOME ONE SPIRIT, ONE BODY, AND THE COLOUR OF THEIR GARMENTS SHALL BE ONE. AND THE DWELLING OF SUCH AS BEAR THE NAMES OF THE VIRGINS IS IN THE TOWER." "THOSE STONES, SIR, THAT WERE REJECTED," I INQUIRED, "ON WHAT ACCOUNT WERE THEY REJECTED? FOR THEY PASSED THROUGH THE GATE, AND WERE PLACED BY THE HANDS OF THE VIRGINS IN THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER." "SINCE YOU TAKE AN INTEREST IN EVERYTHING," HE REPLIED, "AND EXAMINE MINUTELY, HEAR ABOUT THE STONES THAT WERE REJECTED. THESE ALL," HE SAID, "RECEIVED THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND THEY RECEIVED ALSO THE STRENGTH OF THESE VIRGINS. HAVING RECEIVED, THEN, THESE SPIRITS, THEY WERE MADE STRONG, AND WERE WITH THE SERVANTS OF GOD; AND THEIRS WAS ONE SPIRIT, AND ONE BODY, AND ONE CLOTHING. FOR THEY WERE OF THE SAME MIND, AND WROUGHT RIGHTEOUSNESS. AFTER A CERTAIN TIME, HOWEVER, THEY WERE PERSUADED BY THE WOMEN WHOM YOU SAW CLOTHED IN BLACK, AND HAVING THEIR SHOULDERS EXPOSED AND THEIR HAIR DISHEVELLED, AND BEAUTIFUL IN APPEARANCE. HAVING SEEN THESE WOMEN, THEY [SEXUALLY] DESIRED TO HAVE THEM, AND CLOTHED THEMSELVES WITH THEIR STRENGTH, AND PUT OFF THE STRENGTH OF THE VIRGINS. THESE, ACCORDINGLY, WERE REJECTED FROM THE HOUSE OF GOD, AND WERE GIVEN OVER TO THESE WOMEN. BUT THEY WHO WERE NOT DECEIVED BY THE BEAUTY OF THESE WOMEN REMAINED IN THE HOUSE OF GOD. YOU HAVE," HE SAID, "THE EXPLANATION OF THOSE WHO WERE REJECTED." 
CHAPTER 14
"WHAT, THEN, SIR," I SAID, "IF THESE MEN, BEING SUCH AS THEY ARE, REPENT AND PUT AWAY THEIR [SEXUAL] DESIRES AFTER THESE WOMEN, AND RETURN AGAIN TO THE VIRGINS, AND WALK IN THEIR STRENGTH AND IN THEIR WORKS, SHALL THEY NOT ENTER INTO THE HOUSE OF GOD? "THEY SHALL ENTER IN," HE SAID, "IF THEY PUT AWAY THE WORKS OF THESE WOMEN, AND PUT ON AGAIN THE STRENGTH OF THE VIRGINS, AND WALK IN THEIR WORKS. FOR ON THIS ACCOUNT WAS THERE A CESSATION IN THE BUILDING, IN ORDER THAT, IF THESE REPENT, THEY MAY DEPART INTO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER. BUT IF THEY DO NOT REPENT, THEN OTHERS WILL COME IN THEIR PLACE, AND THESE AT THE END WILL BE CAST OUT. FOR ALL THESE THINGS I GAVE THANKS TO THE LORD, BECAUSE HE HAD PITY ON ALL THAT CALL UPON HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; AND SENT THE ANGEL OF REPENTANCE TO US WHO [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST HIM, AND RENEWED OUR SPIRIT; AND WHEN WE WERE ALREADY DESTROYED, AND HAD NO HOPE OF LIFE, HE RESTORED US TO NEWNESS OF LIFE." "NOW, SIR," I CONTINUED, "SHOW ME WHY THE TOWER WAS NOT BUILT UPON THE GROUND, BUT UPON THE ROCK AND UPON THE GATE." "ARE YOU STILL," HE SAID, "WITHOUT SENSE AND UNDERSTANDING? "I MUST, SIR," I SAID, "ASK YOU OF ALL THINGS, BECAUSE I AM WHOLLY UNABLE TO UNDERSTAND THEM; FOR ALL THESE THINGS ARE GREAT AND GLORIOUS, AND DIFFICULT FOR MAN TO UNDERSTAND." "LISTEN," HE SAID: "THE NAME OF THE SON OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS GREAT, AND CANNOT BE CONTAINED, AND SUPPORTS THE WHOLE WORLD. IF, THEN, THE WHOLE CREATION IS SUPPORTED BY THE SON OF GOD, WHAT [SEXLESSLY] THINK YE OF THOSE WHO ARE CALLED BY HIM, AND BEAR THE NAME OF THE SON OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND WALK IN HIS COMMANDMENTS? DO YOU SEE WHAT KIND OF PERSONS HE SUPPORTS? THOSE WHO BEAR HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WITH THEIR WHOLE HEART. HE HIMSELF, ACCORDINGLY, BECAME A FOUNDATION TO THEM, AND SUPPORTS THEM WITH JOY, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT ASHAMED TO BEAR HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]." 
CHAPTER 15
"EXPLAIN TO ME, SIR," I SAID, "THE NAMES OF THESE VIRGINS, AND OF THOSE WOMEN WHO WERE CLOTHED IN BLACK RAIMENT." "HEAR," HE SAID, "THE NAMES OF THE STRONGER VIRGINS WHO STOOD AT THE COMERS. THE FIRST IS FAITH, THE SECOND CONTINENCE, THE THIRD POWER, THE FOURTH PATIENCE. AND THE OTHERS STANDING IN THE MIDST OF THESE HAVE THE FOLLOWING NAMES: SIMPLICITY, INNOCENCE, PURITY, CHEERFULNESS, TRUTH, UNDERSTANDING, HARMONY, [SEXLESS] LOVE. HE WHO BEARS THESE NAMES AND THAT OF THE SON OF GOD WILL BE ABLE TO ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD. HEAR, ALSO," HE CONTINUED, "THE NAMES OF THE WOMEN WHO HAD THE BLACK GARMENTS; AND OF THESE FOUR ARE STRONGER THAN THE REST. THE FIRST IS UNBELIEF, THE SECOND: INCONTINENCE, THE THIRD DISOBEDIENCE, THE FOURTH DECEIT. AND THEIR FOLLOWERS ARE CALLED SORROW, WICKEDNESS, WANTONNESS, ANGER, FALSEHOOD, FOLLY, BACKBITING, HATRED. THE SERVANT OF GOD WHO BEARS THESE NAMES SHALL SEE, INDEED, THE KINGDOM OF GOD, BUT SHALL NOT ENTER INTO IT." "AND THE STONES, SIR," I SAID, "WHICH WERE TAKEN OUT OF THE PIT AND FITTED INTO THE BUILDING: WHAT ARE THEY?" "THE FIRST," HE SAID, "THE TEN, VIZ, THAT WERE PLACED AS A FOUNDATION, ARE THE FIRST GENERATION, AND THE TWENTY-FIVE THE SECOND GENERATION, OF RIGHTEOUS MEN; AND THE THIRTY-FIVE ARE THE PROPHETS OF GOD AND HIS MINISTERS; AND THE FORTY ARE THE APOSTLES AND TEACHERS OF THE PREACHING OF THE SON OF GOD." "WHY, THEN, SIR," I ASKED, "DID THE VIRGINS CARRY THESE STONES ALSO THROUGH THE GATE, AND GIVE THEM FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER?" "BECAUSE," HE ANSWERED, "THESE WERE THE FIRST WHO BORE THESE SPIRITS, AND THEY NEVER DEPARTED FROM EACH OTHER, NEITHER THE SPIRITS FROM THE MEN NOR THE MEN FROM THE SPIRITS, BUT THE SPIRITS REMAINED WITH THEM UNTIL THEIR FALLING ASLEEP. AND UNLESS THEY HAD HAD THESE SPIRITS WITH THEM, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN OF USE FOR THE BUILDING OF THIS TOWER." 
CHAPTER 16
"EXPLAIN TO ME A LITTLE FURTHER, SIR," I SAID. "WHAT IS IT THAT YOU [SEXLESS] DESIRE?" HE ASKED. "WHY, SIR," I SAID, "DID THESE STONES ASCEND OUT OF THE PIT, AND BE APPLIED TO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER, AFTER HAVING BORNE THESE SPIRITS? "THEY WERE OBLIGED," HE ANSWERED, "TO ASCEND THROUGH WATER IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT BE MADE ALIVE; FOR, UNLESS THEY LAID ASIDE THE DEADNESS OF THEIR LIFE, THEY COULD NOT IN ANY OTHER WAY ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD. ACCORDINGLY, THOSE ALSO WHO FELL ASLEEP RECEIVED THE SEAL OF THE SON OF GOD. FOR," HE CONTINUED, "BEFORE A MAN BEARS THE NAME OF THE SON OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HE IS DEAD; BUT WHEN HE RECEIVES THE SEAL, HE LAYS ASIDE HIS DEADNESS, AND OBTAINS LIFE. THE SEAL, THEN, IS THE WATER: THEY DESCEND INTO THE WATER DEAD, AND THEY ARISE ALIVE. AND TO THEM, ACCORDINGLY, WAS THIS SEAL PREACHED, AND THEY MADE USE OF IT THAT THEY MIGHT ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD." "WHY, SIR," I ASKED, "DID THE FORTY STONES ALSO ASCEND WITH THEM OUT OF THE PIT, HAVING ALREADY RECEIVED THE SEAL?" "BECAUSE," HE SAID, "THESE APOSTLES AND TEACHERS WHO PREACHED THE NAME OF THE SON OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AFTER FALLING ASLEEP IN THE POWER AND FAITH OF THE SON OF GOD, PREACHED IT NOT ONLY TO THOSE WHO WERE ASLEEP, BUT THEMSELVES ALSO GAVE THEM THE SEAL OF THE PREACHING. ACCORDINGLY, THEY DESCENDED WITH THEM INTO THE WATER, AND AGAIN ASCENDED. [BUT THESE DESCENDED ALIVE AND ROSE UP AGAIN ALIVE; WHEREAS THEY WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY FALLEN ASLEEP DESCENDED DEAD, BUT ROSE UP AGAIN ALIVE]. BY THESE, THEN, WERE THEY QUICKENED AND MADE TO KNOW THE NAME OF THE SON OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. FOR THIS REASON, ALSO DID THEY ASCEND WITH THEM, AND WERE FITTED ALONG WITH THEM INTO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER, AND, UNTOUCHED BY THE CHISEL, WERE BUILT IN ALONG WITH THEM. FOR THEY SLEPT IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND IN GREAT PURITY, BUT ONLY THEY HAD NOT THIS SEAL. YOU HAVE ACCORDINGLY THE EXPLANATION OF THESE ALSO." 
CHAPTER 17
"I UNDERSTAND, SIR," I REPLIED. "NOW, SIR," I CONTINUED, "EXPLAIN TO ME, WITH RESPECT TO THE MOUNTAINS, WHY THEIR FORMS ARE VARIOUS AND DIVERSE." "LISTEN," HE SAID: "THESE MOUNTAINS ARE THE TWELVE TRIBES, WHICH INHABIT THE WHOLE WORLD. THE SON OF GOD, ACCORDINGLY, WAS PREACHED UNTO THEM BY THE APOSTLES." "BUT WHY ARE THE MOUNTAINS OF VARIOUS KINDS, SOME HAVING ONE FORM, AND OTHERS ANOTHER? EXPLAIN THAT TO ME, SIR." "LISTEN," HE ANSWERED: "THESE TWELVE TRIBES THAT INHABIT THE WHOLE WORLD ARE TWELVE NATIONS. AND THEY VARY IN PRUDENCE AND UNDERSTANDING. AS NUMEROUS, THEN, AS ARE THE VARIETIES OF THE MOUNTAINS WHICH YOU SAW, ARE ALSO THE DIVERSITIES OF MIND AND UNDERSTANDING AMONG THESE NATIONS. AND I WILL EXPLAIN TO YOU THE [SEXLESS/SEXUAL] ACTIONS OF EACH ONE." "FIRST, SIR," I SAID, "EXPLAIN THIS: WHY, WHEN THE MOUNTAINS ARE SO DIVERSE, THEIR STONES, WHEN PLACED IN THE BUILDING, BECAME ONE COLOR, SHINING LIKE THOSE ALSO THAT HAD ASCENDED OUT OF THE PIT." "BECAUSE," HE SAID, "ALL THE NATIONS THAT DWELL UNDER HEAVEN WERE CALLED BY HEARING AND BELIEVING UPON THE NAME OF THE SON OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. HAVING, THEREFORE, RECEIVED THE SEAL, THEY HAD ONE UNDERSTANDING AND ONE MIND; AND THEIR FAITH BECAME ONE, AND THEIR [SEXLESS] LOVE ONE, AND WITH THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THEY BORE ALSO THE SPIRITS OF THE VIRGINS. ON THIS ACCOUNT THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER BECAME OF ONE COLOR, BRIGHT AS THE SUN. BUT AFTER THEY HAD ENTERED INTO THE SAME PLACE, AND BECAME ONE BODY, CERTAIN OF THESE DEFILED THEMSELVES, AND WERE EXPELLED FROM THE RACE OF THE RIGHTEOUS, AND BECAME AGAIN WHAT THEY WERE BEFORE, OR RATHER WORSE." 
CHAPTER 18
"HOW, SIR," I SAID, "DID THEY BECOME WORSE, AFTER HAVING KNOWN GOD?" "HE THAT DOES NOT KNOW GOD," HE ANSWERED, "AND PRACTICES EVIL, RECEIVES A CERTAIN CHASTISEMENT FOR HIS WICKEDNESS; BUT HE THAT HAS KNOWN GOD, OUGHT NOT ANY LONGER TO DO EVIL, BUT TO DO GOOD. IF, ACCORDINGLY, WHEN HE OUGHT TO DO GOOD, HE, DO EVIL, DOES NOT HE APPEAR TO DO GREATER EVIL THAN HE WHO DOES NOT KNOW GOD? FOR THIS REASON, THEY WHO HAVE NOT KNOWN GOD AND DO EVIL ARE CONDEMNED TO DEATH; BUT THEY WHO HAVE KNOWN GOD, AND HAVE SEEN HIS MIGHTY WORKS, AND STILL CONTINUE IN EVIL, SHALL BE CHASTISED DOUBLY, AND SHALL DIE FOR EVER. IN THIS WAY, THEN, WILL THE CHURCH OF GOD BE PURIFIED. FOR AS YOU SAW THE STONES REJECTED FROM THE TOWER, AND DELIVERED TO THE EVIL SPIRITS, AND CAST OUT THENCE, SO [THEY ALSO SHALL BE CAST OUT, AND] THERE SHALL BE ONE BODY OF THE PURIFIED; AS THE TOWER ALSO BECAME, AS IT WERE, OF ONE STONE AFTER ITS PURIFICATION. IN LIKE MANNER ALSO SHALL IT BE WITH THE CHURCH OF GOD, AFTER IT HAS BEEN PURIFIED, AND HAS REJECTED THE WICKED, AND THE HYPOCRITES, AND THE BLASPHEMERS, AND THE WAVERERS, AND THOSE WHO COMMIT WICKEDNESS OF DIFFERENT KINDS. AFTER THESE HAVE BEEN CAST AWAY, THE CHURCH OF GOD SHALL BE ONE BODY, OF ONE MIND, OF ONE UNDERSTANDING, OF ONE FAITH, OF ONE [SEXLESS] LOVE. AND THEN THE SON OF GOD WILL BE EXCEEDING GLAD, AND SHALL REJOICE OVER THEM, BECAUSE HE HAS RECEIVED HIS PEOPLE PURE." "ALL THESE THINGS, SIR," I SAID, "ARE GREAT AND GLORIOUS. "MOREOVER, SIR," I SAID, "EXPLAIN TO ME THE POWER AND THE [SEXLESS/SEXUAL] ACTIONS OF EACH ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS, THAT EVERY SOUL, TRUSTING IN THE LORD, AND HEARING IT, MAY GLORIFY HIS GREAT, AND MARVELOUS, AND GLORIOUS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]." "HEAR," HE SAID, "THE DIVERSITY OF THE MOUNTAINS AND OF THE TWELVE NATIONS. 
CHAPTER 19
"FROM THE FIRST MOUNTAIN, WHICH WAS BLACK, THEY THAT BELIEVED ARE THE FOLLOWING: APOSTATES AND BLASPHEMERS AGAINST THE LORD, AND BETRAYERS OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD. TO THESE, REPENTANCE IS NOT OPEN; BUT DEATH LIES BEFORE THEM, AND ON THIS ACCOUNT ALSO ARE THEY BLACK, FOR THEIR RACE IS A [SEXUAL] LAWLESS ONE. AND FROM THE SECOND MOUNTAIN, WHICH WAS BARE, THEY WHO BELIEVED ARE THE FOLLOWING: HYPOCRITES, AND TEACHERS OF WICKEDNESS. AND THESE, ACCORDINGLY, ARE LIKE THE FORMER, NOT HAVING ANY FRUITS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; FOR AS THEIR MOUNTAIN WAS DESTITUTE OF FRUIT, SO ALSO SUCH MEN HAVE A NAME INDEED, BUT ARE EMPTY OF FAITH, AND THERE IS NO FRUIT OF TRUTH IN THEM. THEY INDEED HAVE REPENTANCE IN THEIR POWER, IF THEY REPENT QUICKLY; BUT IF THEY ARE SLOW IN SO DOING, THEY SHALL DIE ALONG WITH THE FORMER." "WHY, SIR," I SAID, "HAVE THESE, REPENTANCE, BUT THE FORMER NOT? FOR THEIR [SEXLESS/SEXUAL] ACTIONS ARE NEARLY THE SAME." "ON THIS ACCOUNT," HE SAID, "HAVE THESE, REPENTANCE, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT BLASPHEME THEIR LORD, NOR BECOME BETRAYERS OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD; BUT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] DESIRE OF POSSESSIONS THEY BECAME HYPOCRITICAL, AND EACH ONE TAUGHT ACCORDING TO THE [SEXUAL] DESIRES OF MEN THAT WERE [SEXUAL] SINNERS. BUT THEY WILL SUFFER A CERTAIN PUNISHMENT; AND REPENTANCE IS BEFORE THEM, BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT BLASPHEMERS OR TRAITORS. 
CHAPTER 20
"AND FROM THE THIRD MOUNTAIN, WHICH HAD THORNS AND THISTLES, THEY WHO BELIEVED ARE THE FOLLOWING. THERE ARE SOME OF THEM RICH, AND OTHERS IMMERSED IN MUCH BUSINESS. THE THISTLES ARE THE RICH, AND THE THORNS ARE THEY WHO ARE IMMERSED IN MUCH BUSINESS. THOSE, [ACCORDINGLY, WHO ARE ENTANGLED IN MANY VARIOUS KINDS OF BUSINESS, DO NOT] CLEAVE TO THE SERVANTS OF GOD, BUT WANDER AWAY, BEING CHOKED BY THEIR BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS; AND THE RICH CLEAVE WITH DIFFICULTY TO THE SERVANTS OF GOD, FEARING LEST THESE SHOULD ASK SOMETHING OF THEM. SUCH PERSONS, ACCORDINGLY, SHALL HAVE DIFFICULTY IN ENTERING THE KINGDOM OF GOD. FOR AS IT IS DISAGREEABLE TO WALK AMONG THISTLES WITH NAKED FEET, SO ALSO IT IS HARD FOR SUCH TO ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD. BUT TO ALL THESE, REPENTANCE, AND THAT SPEEDY, IS OPEN, IN ORDER THAT WHAT THEY DID NOT DO IN FORMER TIMES THEY MAY MAKE UP FOR IN THESE DAYS, AND DO SOME GOOD, AND THEY SHALL LIVE UNTO GOD. BUT IF THEY ABIDE IN THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS, THEY SHALL BE DELIVERED TO THOSE WOMEN, WHO WILL PUT THEM TO DEATH. 
CHAPTER 21
"AND FROM THE FOURTH MOUNTAIN, WHICH HAD MUCH GRASS, THE UPPER PARTS OF THE PLANTS GREEN, AND THE PARTS ABOUT THE ROOTS WITHERED, AND SOME ALSO SCORCHED BY THE SUN, THEY WHO BELIEVED ARE THE FOLLOWING: THE DOUBTFUL, AND THEY WHO HAVE THE LORD UPON THEIR LIPS, BUT HAVE HIM NOT IN THEIR HEART. ON THIS ACCOUNT THEIR FOUNDATIONS ARE WITHERED, AND HAVE NO STRENGTH; AND THEIR WORDS ALONE LIVE, WHILE THEIR WORKS ARE DEAD. SUCH PERSONS ARE [NEITHER ALIVE NOR] DEAD. THEY RESEMBLE, THEREFORE, THE WAVERERS: FOR THE WAVERING ARE NEITHER WITHERED NOR GREEN, BEING NEITHER LIVING NOR DEAD. FOR AS THEIR BLADES, ON SEEING THE SUN, WERE WITHERED, SO ALSO THE WAVERING, WHEN THEY HEAR OF AFFLICTION, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR FEAR, WORSHIP IDOLS, AND ARE ASHAMED OF THE NAME OF THEIR LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. SUCH, THEN, ARE NEITHER ALIVE NOR DEAD. BUT THESE ALSO MAY YET LIVE, IF THEY REPENT QUICKLY; AND IF THEY DO NOT REPENT, THEY ARE ALREADY DELIVERED TO THE WOMEN, WHO TAKE AWAY THEIR LIFE. 
CHAPTER 22
"AND FROM THE FIFTH MOUNTAIN, WHICH HAD GREEN GRASS, AND WAS RUGGED, THEY WHO BELIEVED ARE THE FOLLOWING: BELIEVERS, INDEED, BUT SLOW TO LEARN, AND [SEXUALLY] OBSTINATE, AND [SEXUALLY] PLEASING THEMSELVES, WISHING TO KNOW EVERYTHING, AND KNOWING NOTHING AT ALL. ON ACCOUNT OF THIS OBSTINACY OF THEIRS, UNDERSTANDING DEPARTED FROM THEM, AND FOOLISH SENSELESSNESS ENTERED INTO THEM. AND THEY PRAISE THEMSELVES AS HAVING WISDOM, AND [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO BECOME TEACHERS, ALTHOUGH DESTITUTE OF SENSE. ON ACCOUNT, THEREFORE, OF THIS LOFTINESS OF MIND, MANY BECAME VAIN, EXALTING THEMSELVES: FOR SELF-WILL AND EMPTY CONFIDENCE IS A GREAT DEMON. OF THESE, ACCORDINGLY, MANY WERE REJECTED, BUT SOME REPENTED AND BELIEVED, AND SUBJECTED THEMSELVES TO THOSE THAT HAD UNDERSTANDING, KNOWING THEIR OWN FOOLISHNESS. AND TO THE REST OF THIS CLASS REPENTANCE IS OPEN; FOR THEY WERE NOT WICKED, BUT RATHER FOOLISH, AND WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING. IF THESE THEREFORE REPENT, THEY WILL LIVE UNTO GOD; BUT IF THEY DO NOT REPENT, THEY SHALL HAVE THEIR DWELLING WITH THE WOMEN WHO WROUGHT WICKEDNESS AMONG THEM. 
CHAPTER 23
"AND THOSE FROM THE SIXTH MOUNTAIN, WHICH HAD CLEFTS LARGE AND SMALL, AND DECAYED GRASS IN THE CLEFTS, WHO BELIEVED, WERE THE FOLLOWING: THEY WHO OCCUPY THE SMALL CLEFTS ARE THOSE WHO BRING CHARGES AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, AND BY REASON OF THEIR SLANDERS HAVE DECAYED IN THE FAITH. MANY OF THEM, HOWEVER, REPENTED; AND THE REST ALSO WILL REPENT WHEN THEY HEAR MY COMMANDMENTS, FOR THEIR SLANDERS ARE SMALL, AND THEY WILL QUICKLY REPENT. BUT THEY WHO OCCUPY THE LARGE CLEFTS ARE PERSISTENT IN THEIR SLANDERS, AND VINDICTIVE IN THEIR ANGER AGAINST EACH OTHER. THESE, THEREFORE, WERE THROWN AWAY FROM THE TOWER, AND REJECTED FROM HAVING A PART IN ITS BUILDING. SUCH PERSONS, ACCORDINGLY, SHALL HAVE DIFFICULTY IN LIVING. IF OUR GOD AND LORD, WHO RULES OVER ALL THINGS, AND HAS POWER OVER ALL HIS CREATION, DOES NOT REMEMBER EVIL AGAINST THOSE WHO CONFESS THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, BUT IS MERCIFUL, DOES MAN, WHO IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE AND FULL OF [SEXUAL] SINS, REMEMBER EVIL AGAINST A FELLOW-MAN, AS IF HE WERE ABLE TO DESTROY OR TO SAVE HIM? I, THE ANGEL OF REPENTANCE, SAY UNTO YOU, AS, MANY OF YOU AS ARE OF THIS [CLEVER] WAY OF [SEXUAL] THINKING, LAY IT ASIDE, AND REPENT, AND THE LORD WILL HEAL YOUR FORMER [NON-SEXUAL] SINS, IF YOU PURIFY YOURSELVES FROM THIS DEMON; BUT IF NOT, YOU WILL BE DELIVERED OVER TO HIM FOR DEATH. 
CHAPTER 24
"AND THOSE WHO BELIEVED FROM THE SEVENTH MOUNTAIN, ON WHICH THE GRASS WAS GREEN AND FLOURISHING, AND THE WHOLE OF THE MOUNTAIN FERTILE, AND EVERY KIND OF CATTLE AND THE FOWLS OF HEAVEN WERE FEEDING ON THE GRASS ON THIS MOUNTAIN, AND THE GRASS ON WHICH THEY PASTURED BECAME MORE ABUNDANT, WERE THE FOLLOWING: THEY WERE ALWAYS SIMPLE, AND HARMLESS, AND BLESSED, BRINGING NO CHARGES AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, BUT ALWAYS REJOICING GREATLY BECAUSE OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD, AND BEING CLOTHED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT OF THESE VIRGINS, AND ALWAYS HAVING PITY ON EVERY MAN, AND GIVING AID FROM THEIR OWN LABOUR TO EVERY MAN, WITHOUT REPROACH AND WITHOUT HESITATION. THE LORD, THEREFORE, SEEING THEIR SIMPLICITY AND ALL THEIR MEEKNESS, MULTIPLIED THEM AMID THE LABOURS OF THEIR HANDS, AND GAVE THEM GRACE IN ALL THEIR DOINGS. AND I, THE ANGEL OF REPENTANCE, SAY TO YOU WHO ARE SUCH, CONTINUE, TO BE SUCH AS THESE, AND YOUR SEED WILL NEVER BE BLOTTED OUT; FOR THE LORD HAS MADE TRIAL OF YOU, AND INSCRIBED YOU IN THE NUMBER OF US, AND THE WHOLE OF YOUR SEED WILL DWELL WITH THE SON OF GOD; FOR YE HAVE RECEIVED OF HIS SPIRIT. 
CHAPTER 25
"AND THEY WHO BELIEVED FROM THE EIGHTH MOUNTAIN, WHERE WERE THE MANY FOUNTAINS, AND WHERE ALL THE CREATURES OF GOD DRANK OF THE FOUNTAINS, WERE THE FOLLOWING: APOSTLES, AND TEACHERS, WHO PREACHED TO THE WHOLE WORLD, AND WHO TAUGHT SOLEMNLY AND PURELY THE WORD OF THE LORD, AND DID NOT AT ALL FALL INTO EVIL [SEXUAL] DESIRES, BUT WALKED ALWAYS IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUTH, ACCORDING AS THEY HAD RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT. SUCH PERSONS, THEREFORE, SHALL ENTER IN WITH THE ANGELS. 
CHAPTER 26
"AND THEY WHO BELIEVED FROM THE NINTH MOUNTAIN, WHICH WAS DESERTED, AND HAD IN IT, CREEPING THINGS AND WILD BEASTS WHICH DESTROY MEN, WERE THE FOLLOWING: THEY WHO HAD THE STAINS AS SERVANTS, WHO DISCHARGED THEIR DUTY ILL, AND WHO PLUNDERED WIDOWS AND ORPHANS OF THEIR LIVELIHOOD, AND GAINED POSSESSIONS FOR THEMSELVES FROM THE MINISTRY, WHICH THEY HAD RECEIVED. IF, THEREFORE, THEY REMAIN UNDER THE DOMINION OF THE SAME [SEXUAL] DESIRE, THEY ARE DEAD, AND THERE IS NO HOPE OF LIFE FOR THEM; BUT IF THEY REPENT, AND FINISH THEIR MINISTRY IN A HOLY MANNER, THEY SHALL BE ABLE TO LIVE. AND THEY WHO WERE COVERED WITH SCABS ARE THOSE WHO HAVE DENIED THEIR LORD, AND HAVE NOT RETURNED TO HIM AGAIN; BUT BECOMING WITHERED AND DESERT-LIKE, AND NOT CLEAVING TO THE SERVANTS OF GOD, BUT LIVING IN SOLITUDE, THEY DESTROY THEIR OWN SOULS. FOR AS A VINE, WHEN LEFT WITHIN AN ENCLOSURE, AND MEETING WITH NEGLECT, IS DESTROYED, AND IS MADE DESOLATE BY THE WEEDS, AND IN TIME GROWS WILD, AND IS NO LONGER OF ANY USE TO ITS MASTER, SO ALSO ARE SUCH MEN AS HAVE GIVEN THEMSELVES UP, AND BECOME USELESS TO THEIR LORD, FROM HAVING CONTRACTED SAVAGE HABITS. THESE MEN, THEREFORE, HAVE REPENTANCE IN THEIR POWER, UNLESS THEY ARE FOUND TO HAVE DENIED FROM THE HEART; BUT IF ANY ONE IS FOUND TO HAVE DENIED FROM THE HEART, I DO NOT KNOW IF HE MAY LIVE. AND I SAY THIS NOT FOR THESE PRESENT DAYS, IN ORDER THAT ANY ONE WHO HAS DENIED MAY OBTAIN REPENTANCE, FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO BE SAVED WHO NOW INTENDS TO DENY HIS LORD; BUT TO THOSE WHO DENIED HIM LONG AGO, REPENTANCE SEEMS TO BE POSSIBLE. IF, THEREFORE, ANY ONE INTENDS TO REPENT, LET HIM DO SO QUICKLY, BEFORE THE TOWER IS COMPLETED; FOR IF NOT, HE WILL BE UTTERLY DESTROYED BY THE WOMEN. AND THE CHIPPED STONES ARE THE DECEITFUL AND THE SLANDERERS; AND THE WILD BEASTS. WHICH YOU SAW ON THE NINTH MOUNTAIN, ARE THE SAME. FOR AS WILD BEASTS DESTROY AND KILL A MAN BY THEIR POISON, SO ALSO DO THE WORDS OF SUCH MEN DESTROY AND [SEXUALLY] RUIN A MAN. THESE, ACCORDINGLY, ARE MUTILATED IN THEIR FAITH, ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS WHICH THEY HAVE DONE IN THEMSELVES; YET SOME REPENTED, AND WERE SAVED. AND THE REST, WHO ARE OF SUCH A [SEXUAL] CHARACTER, CAN BE SAVED IF THEY REPENT; BUT IF THEY DO NOT REPENT, THEY WILL PERISH WITH THOSE WOMEN, WHOSE STRENGTH THEY HAVE ASSUMED. 
CHAPTER 27
"AND FROM THE TENTH MOUNTAIN, WHERE WERE TREES WHICH OVERSHADOWED CERTAIN SHEEP, THEY WHO BELIEVED WERE THE FOLLOWING: BISHOPS GIVEN TO HOSPITALITY, WHO ALWAYS GLADLY RECEIVED INTO THEIR HOUSES THE SERVANTS OF GOD, WITHOUT DISSIMULATION. AND THE BISHOPS NEVER FAILED TO PROTECT, BY THEIR SERVICE, THE WIDOWS, AND THOSE WHO WERE IN WANT, AND ALWAYS MAINTAINED A HOLY CONVERSATION. ALL THESE, ACCORDINGLY, SHALL BE PROTECTED BY THE LORD FOR EVER. THEY WHO DO THESE THINGS ARE HONOURABLE BEFORE GOD, AND THEIR PLACE IS ALREADY WITH THE ANGELS, IF THEY REMAIN TO THE END SERVING GOD. 
CHAPTER 28
"AND FROM THE ELEVENTH MOUNTAIN, WHERE WERE TREES FULL OF FRUITS, ADORNED WITH FRUITS OF VARIOUS KINDS, THEY WHO BELIEVED WERE THE FOLLOWING: THEY WHO SUFFERED FOR THE NAME OF THE SON OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND WHO ALSO SUFFERED CHEERFULLY WITH THEIR WHOLE HEART, AND LAID DOWN THEIR LIVES." "WHY, THEN, SIR," I SAID, "DO ALL THESE TREES BEAR FRUIT, AND SOME OF THEM FAIRER THAN THE REST? "LISTEN," HE SAID: "ALL WHO ONCE SUFFERED FOR THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ARE HONOURABLE BEFORE GOD; AND OF ALL THESE THE [SEXUAL] SINS WERE REMITTED, BECAUSE THEY SUFFERED FOR THE NAME OF THE SON OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND WHY THEIR FRUITS ARE OF VARIOUS KINDS, AND SOME OF THEM SUPERIOR, LISTEN. ALL," HE CONTINUED, "WHO WERE BROUGHT BEFORE THE AUTHORITIES AND WERE EXAMINED, AND DID NOT DENY, BUT SUFFERED CHEERFULLY--THESE ARE HELD IN GREATER HONOUR WITH GOD, AND OF THESE THE FRUIT IS SUPERIOR; BUT ALL WHO WERE COWARDS, AND IN DOUBT, AND WHO REASONED IN THEIR HEARTS WHETHER THEY WOULD DENY OR CONFESS, AND YET SUFFERED, OF THESE THE FRUIT IS LESS, BECAUSE THAT SUGGESTION CAME INTO THEIR HEARTS; FOR THAT SUGGESTION--THAT A SERVANT SHOULD DENY HIS LORD--IS EVIL. HAVE A CARE, THEREFORE, YE WHO ARE PLANNING SUCH THINGS, LEST THAT SUGGESTION REMAIN IN YOUR HEARTS, AND YE PERISH UNTO GOD. AND YE WHO SUFFER FOR HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OUGHT TO GLORIFY GOD, BECAUSE HE DEEMED YOU WORTHY TO BEAR HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THAT ALL YOUR [NON-SEXUAL] SINS MIGHT BE HEALED. [THEREFORE, RATHER DEEM YOURSELVES HAPPY], AND [SEXLESSLY] THINK THAT YE HAVE DONE A GREAT THING, IF ANY OF YOU SUFFER ON ACCOUNT OF GOD. THE LORD BESTOWS UPON YOU, LIFE, AND YE DO NOT UNDERSTAND, FOR YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS WERE HEAVY; BUT IF YOU HAD NOT SUFFERED FOR THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], YE WOULD HAVE DIED TO GOD ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS. THESE THINGS I SAY TO YOU WHO ARE HESITATING ABOUT DENYING OR CONFESSING: ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YE HAVE THE LORD, LEST, DENYING HIM, YE BE DELIVERED UP TO PRISON. IF THE HEATHEN, CHASTISE THEIR SLAVES, WHEN ONE OF THEM DENIES HIS MASTER, WHAT, [SEXLESSLY] THINK YE, WILL YOUR LORD DO, WHO HAS AUTHORITY OVER ALL MEN? PUT AWAY THESE [SEXUAL] COUNSELS OUT OF YOUR HEARTS, THAT YOU MAY LIVE CONTINUALLY UNTO GOD. 
CHAPTER 29
"AND THEY WHO BELIEVED FROM THE TWELFTH MOUNTAIN, WHICH WAS WHITE, ARE THE FOLLOWING: THEY ARE AS INFANT CHILDREN, IN WHOSE HEARTS NO EVIL ORIGINATES; NOR DID THEY KNOW WHAT WICKEDNESS IS, BUT ALWAYS REMAINED AS CHILDREN. SUCH ACCORDINGLY, WITHOUT DOUBT, DWELL IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD, BECAUSE THEY DEFILED IN NOTHING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD; BUT THEY REMAINED LIKE CHILDREN ALL THE DAYS OF THEIR LIFE IN THE SAME MIND. ALL OF YOU, THEN, WHO SHALL REMAIN STEDFAST, AND BE AS CHILDREN, WITHOUT DOING EVIL, WILL BE MORE HONOURED THAN ALL WHO HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED; FOR ALL INFANTS ARE HONOURABLE BEFORE GOD, AND ARE THE FIRST PERSONS WITH HIM. BLESSED, THEN, ARE YE WHO PUT AWAY WICKEDNESS FROM YOURSELVES, AND PUT ON INNOCENCE. AS THE FIRST OF ALL WILL YOU LIVE UNTO GOD." AFTER HE HAD FINISHED THE SIMILITUDES OF THE MOUNTAINS, I SAID TO HIM, "SIR, EXPLAIN TO ME NOW ABOUT THE STONES THAT WERE TAKEN OUT OF THE PLAIN, AND PUT INTO THE BUILDING INSTEAD OF THE STONES THAT WERE TAKEN OUT OF THE TOWER; AND ABOUT THE ROUND STONES THAT WERE PUT INTO THE BUILDING; AND THOSE THAT STILL REMAIN ROUND." 
CHAPTER 30
"HEAR," HE ANSWERED, "ABOUT ALL THESE ALSO. THE STONES TAKEN OUT OF THE PLAIN AND PUT INTO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER INSTEAD OF THOSE THAT WERE REJECTED, ARE THE ROOTS OF THIS WHITE MOUNTAIN. WHEN, THEREFORE, THEY WHO BELIEVED FROM THE WHITE MOUNTAIN WERE ALL FOUND GUILELESS, THE LORD OF THE TOWER COMMANDED THOSE FROM THE ROOTS OF THIS MOUNTAIN TO BE CAST INTO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER; FOR HE KNEW THAT IF THESE STONES WERE TO GO TO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER, THEY WOULD REMAIN BRIGHT, AND NOT ONE OF THEM BECOME BLACK. BUT IF HE HAD SO RESOLVED WITH RESPECT TO THE OTHER MOUNTAINS, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN NECESSARY FOR HIM TO VISIT THAT TOWER AGAIN, AND TO CLEANSE IT. NOW ALL THESE PERSONS WERE FOUND WHITE WHO BELIEVED, AND WHO WILL YET BELIEVE, FOR THEY ARE OF THE SAME RACE. THIS IS A HAPPY RACE, BECAUSE IT IS INNOCENT. HEAR NOW, FURTHER, ABOUT THESE ROUND AND SHINING STONES. ALL THESE ALSO ARE FROM THE WHITE MOUNTAIN. HEAR, MOREOVER, WHY THEY WERE FOUND ROUND: BECAUSE THEIR RICHES HAD OBSCURED AND DARKENED THEM A LITTLE FROM THE TRUTH, ALTHOUGH THEY NEVER DEPARTED FROM GOD; NOR DID ANY EVIL WORD PROCEED OUT OF THEIR MOUTH, BUT ALL JUSTICE, VIRTUE, AND TRUTH. WHEN THE LORD, THEREFORE, SAW THE MIND OF THESE PERSONS, THAT THEY WERE BORN GOOD, AND COULD BE GOOD, HE ORDERED THEIR RICHES TO BE CUT DOWN, NOT TO BE TAKEN S AWAY FOR EVER, THAT THEY MIGHT BE ABLE TO DO SOME GOOD WITH WHAT WAS LEFT THEM; AND THEY WILL LIVE UNTO GOD, BECAUSE THEY ARE OF A GOOD RACE. THEREFORE, WERE THEY ROUNDED A LITTLE BY THE CHISEL, AND PUT IN THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER. 
CHAPTER 31
"BUT THE OTHER ROUND STONES, WHICH HAD NOT YET BEEN ADAPTED TO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER, AND HAD NOT YET RECEIVED THE SEAL, WERE FOR THIS REASON PUT BACK INTO THEIR PLACE, BECAUSE THEY ARE EXCEEDINGLY ROUND. NOW THIS AGE MUST BE CUT DOWN IN THESE THINGS, AND IN THE VANITIES OF THEIR RICHES, AND THEN THEY WILL MEET IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD; FOR THEY MUST OF NECESSITY ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD, BECAUSE THE LORD HAS BLESSED THIS INNOCENT RACE. OF THIS RACE. THEREFORE, NO ONE WILL PERISH; FOR ALTHOUGH ANY OF THEM BE TEMPTED BY THE MOST WICKED DEVIL, AND COMMIT [SEXUAL] SIN, HE WILL QUICKLY RETURN TO HIS LORD. I DEEM YOU HAPPY, I, WHO AM THE MESSENGER OF REPENTANCE, WHOEVER OF YOU ARE INNOCENT AS CHILDREN, BECAUSE YOUR PART IS GOOD, AND HONOURABLE BEFORE GOD. MOREOVER, I SAY TO YOU ALL, WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE SEAL OF THE SON OF GOD, BE CLOTHED WITH SIMPLICITY, AND BE NOT MINDFUL OF OFFENCES, NOR REMAIN IN WICKEDNESS. LAY ASIDE, THEREFORE, THE RECOLLECTION OF YOUR OFFENCES AND BITTERNESSES, AND YOU WILL BE FORMED IN ONE SPIRIT. AND HEAL AND TAKE AWAY FROM YOU THOSE WICKED SCHISMS, THAT IF THE LORD OF THE FLOCKS COME, HE MAY REJOICE CONCERNING YOU. AND HE WILL REJOICE, IF HE FIND ALL THINGS SOUND, AND NONE OF YOU SHALL PERISH. BUT IF HE FIND ANY ONE OF THESE SHEEP STRAYED, WOE TO THE SHEPHERDS! AND IF THE SHEPHERDS THEMSELVES HAVE STRAYED, WHAT ANSWER WILL THEY GIVE HIM FOR THEIR FLOCKS? WILL THEY PERCHANCE SAY THAT THEY WERE HARASSED BY THEIR FLOCKS? THEY WILL NOT BE BELIEVED, FOR THE THING IS INCREDIBLE THAT A SHEPHERD COULD SUFFER FROM HIS FLOCK; RATHER WILL HE BE PUNISHED ON ACCOUNT OF HIS FALSEHOOD. AND I MYSELF AM A SHEPHERD, AND I AM UNDER A MOST STRINGENT NECESSITY OF RENDERING AN ACCOUNT OF YOU. 
CHAPTER 32
"HEAL YOURSELVES, THEREFORE, WHILE THE TOWER IS STILL BUILDING. THE LORD DWELLS IN MEN THAT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE PEACE, BECAUSE HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED PEACE; BUT FROM THE CONTENTIOUS AND THE UTTERLY WICKED HE IS FAR DISTANT. RESTORE TO HIM, THEREFORE, A SPIRIT SOUND AS YE RECEIVED IT. FOR WHEN YOU HAVE GIVEN TO A FULLER A NEW GARMENT, AND [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO RECEIVE IT BACK ENTIRE AT THE END, IF, THEN, THE FULLER RETURN YOU A TORN GARMENT, WILL YOU TAKE IT FROM HIM, AND NOT RATHER BE ANGRY, AND ABUSE HIM, SAYING, 'I GAVE YOU A GARMENT THAT WAS ENTIRE: WHY HAVE YOU RENT IT, AND MADE IT USELESS, SO THAT IT CAN BE OF NO USE ON ACCOUNT OF THE RENT WHICH YOU HAVE MADE IN IT?' WOULD YOU NOT SAY ALL THIS TO THE FULLER ABOUT THE RENT WHICH YOU FOUND IN YOUR GARMENT? IF, THEREFORE, YOU GRIEVE ABOUT YOUR GARMENT, AND COMPLAIN BECAUSE YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED IT ENTIRE, WHAT DO YOU [SEXLESSLY] THINK THE LORD WILL DO TO YOU, WHO GAVE YOU A SOUND SPIRIT, WHICH YOU HAVE RENDERED ALTOGETHER USELESS, SO THAT IT CAN BE OF NO SERVICE TO ITS POSSESSOR? FOR ITS USE BEGAN TO BE UNPROFITABLE, SEEING IT WAS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED BY YOU. WILL NOT THE LORD, THEREFORE, BECAUSE OF THIS [SEXLESS] CONDUCT OF YOURS REGARDING HIS SPIRIT, ACT IN THE SAME WAY, AND DELIVER YOU OVER TO DEATH? ASSUREDLY, I SAY, HE WILL DO THE SAME TO ALL THOSE WHOM HE SHALL FIND RETAINING A RECOLLECTION OF OFFENCES. DO NOT TRAMPLE HIS MERCY UNDER FOOT, HE SAYS, BUT RATHER HONOUR HIM, BECAUSE HE IS SO PATIENT WITH YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS, AND IS NOT AS YE ARE. REPENT, FOR IT IS USEFUL TO YOU. 
CHAPTER 33
"ALL THESE THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN ABOVE, I, THE SHEPHERD, THE MESSENGER OF REPENTANCE, HAVE SHOWED AND SPOKEN TO THE SERVANTS OF GOD. IF THEREFORE YE BELIEVE, AND LISTEN TO MY WORDS, AND WALK IN THEM, AND AMEND YOUR WAYS, YOU SHALL HAVE IT IN YOUR POWER TO LIVE: BUT IF YOU REMAIN IN WICKEDNESS, AND IN THE RECOLLECTION OF OFFENCES, NO [SEXUAL] SINNER OF THAT CLASS WILL LIVE UNTO GOD. ALL THESE WORDS WHICH I HAD TO SAY HAVE BEEN SPOKEN UNTO YOU." THE SHEPHERD SAID TO ME," HAVE YOU ASKED ME EVERYTHING?" AND I REPLIED, "YES, SIR." "WHY DID YOU NOT ASK ME ABOUT THE SHAPE OF THE STONES THAT WERE PUT INTO THE BUILDING, THAT I MIGHT EXPLAIN TO YOU WHY WE FILLED UP THE SHAPES?" AND I SAID, "I FORGOT, SIR." "HEAR NOW, THEN," HE SAID, "ABOUT THIS ALSO. THESE ARE THEY WHO HAVE NOW HEARD MY COMMANDMENTS, AND REPENTED WITH THEIR WHOLE HEARTS. AND WHEN THE LORD SAW THAT THEIR REPENTANCE WAS GOOD AND PURE, AND THAT THEY WERE ABLE TO REMAIN IN IT, HE ORDERED THEIR FORMER [SEXUAL] SINS TO BE BLOTTED OUT. FOR THESE SHAPES WERE THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, AND THEY WERE LEVELLED DOWN, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT APPEAR." 
10TH SIMILITUDE: CONCERNING REPENTANCE AND ALMS-GIVING
CHAPTER 1
AFTER I HAD FULLY WRITTEN DOWN THIS BOOK, THAT MESSENGER WHO HAD DELIVERED ME TO THE SHEPHERD CAME INTO THE HOUSE IN WHICH I WAS, AND SAT DOWN UPON A COUCH, AND THE SHEPHERD STOOD ON HIS FIGHT HAND. HE THEN CALLED ME, AND SPOKE TO ME AS FOLLOWS: "I HAVE DELIVERED YOU AND YOUR HOUSE TO THE SHEPHERD, THAT YOU MAY BE PROTECTED BY HIM." "YES, SIR," I SAID. "IF YOU WISH, THEREFORE, TO BE PROTECTED," HE SAID, FROM ALL ANNOYANCE, AND FROM ALL HARSH TREATMENT, AND TO HAVE SUCCESS IN EVERY GOOD WORK AND WORD, AND TO POSSESS ALL THE VIRTUES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, WALK IN THESE COMMANDMENTS WHICH HE HAS GIVEN YOU, AND YOU WILL BE ABLE TO SUBDUE ALL WICKEDNESS. FOR IF YOU KEEP THOSE COMMANDMENTS, EVERY [SEXUAL] DESIRE AND [SEXUAL] PLEASURE OF THE WORLD WILL BE SUBJECT TO YOU, AND SUCCESS WILL ATTEND YOU IN EVERY GOOD WORK. TAKE UNTO YOURSELF HIS EXPERIENCE AND MODERATION, AND SAY TO ALL THAT HE IS IN GREAT HONOUR AND DIGNITY WITH GOD, AND THAT HE IS A PRESIDENT WITH GREAT POWER, AND MIGHTY IN HIS OFFICE. TO HIM ALONE THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD IS THE POWER OF REPENTANCE ASSIGNED. DOES HE SEEM TO YOU TO BE POWERFUL? BUT YOU DESPISE HIS EXPERIENCE, AND THE MODERATION WHICH HE EXERCISES TOWARDS YOU." 
CHAPTER 2
I SAID TO HIM, "ASK HIMSELF, SIR, WHETHER FROM THE TIME THAT HE HAS ENTERED MY HOUSE I HAVE DONE ANYTHING [SEXUALLY] IMPROPER, OR HAVE [SEXUALLY] OFFENDED HIM IN ANY RESPECT." HE ANSWERED, "I ALSO KNOW THAT YOU NEITHER HAVE DONE NOR WILL DO ANYTHING IMPROPER, AND THEREFORE I SPEAK THESE WORDS TO YOU, THAT YOU MAY PERSEVERE. FOR HE HAD A GOOD REPORT OF YOU TO ME, AND YOU WILL SAY THESE WORDS TO OTHERS, THAT THEY ALSO WHO HAVE EITHER REPENTED OR WILL STILL REPENT MAY ENTERTAIN THE SAME FEELINGS WITH YOU, AND HE MAY REPORT WELL OF THESE TO ME, AND I TO THE LORD." AND I SAID, "SIR, I MAKE KNOWN TO EVERY MAN THE GREAT WORKS OF GOD: AND I HOPE THAT ALL THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] LOVE THEM, AND HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE, ON HEATING THESE WORDS, MAY REPENT, AND RECEIVE LIFE AGAIN." "CONTINUE, THEREFORE, IN THIS MINISTRY, AND FINISH IT. AND ALL WHO FOLLOW OUT HIS COMMANDS SHALL HAVE LIFE, AND GREAT HONOUR WITH THE LORD. BUT THOSE WHO DO NOT KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, FLEE FROM HIS LIFE, AND DESPISE HIM. BUT HE HAS HIS OWN HONOUR WITH THE LORD. ALL, THEREFORE, WHO SHALL DESPISE HIM, AND NOT FOLLOW HIS COMMANDS, DELIVER THEMSELVES TO DEATH, AND EVERY ONE OF THEM WILL BE GUILTY OF HIS OWN BLOOD. BUT I ENJOIN YOU, THAT YOU OBEY HIS COMMANDS, AND YOU WILL HAVE A CURE FOR YOUR FORMER [NON-SEXUAL] SINS. 
CHAPTER 3
"MOREOVER, I SENT YOU THESE VIRGINS, THAT THEY MAY DWELL WITH YOU. FOR I SAW THAT THEY WERE COURTEOUS TO YOU. YOU WILL THEREFORE HAVE THEM AS ASSISTANTS, THAT YOU MAY BE THE BETTER ABLE TO KEEP HIS COMMANDS: FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THESE COMMANDMENTS CAN BE OBSERVED WITHOUT THESE VIRGINS. I SEE, MOREOVER, THAT THEY ABIDE WITH YOU WILLINGLY; BUT I WILL ALSO INSTRUCT THEM NOT TO DEPART AT ALL FROM YOUR HOUSE: DO YOU ONLY KEEP YOUR HOUSE PURE, AS THEY WILL DELIGHT TO DWELL IN A PURE ABODE. FOR THEY ARE PURE, AND CHASTE, AND INDUSTRIOUS, AND HAVE ALL INFLUENCE WITH THE LORD. THEREFORE, IF THEY FIND YOUR HOUSE TO BE PURE, THEY WILL REMAIN WITH YOU; BUT IF ANY DEFILEMENT, EVEN A LITTLE, BEFALL IT, THEY WILL IMMEDIATELY WITHDRAW FROM YOUR HOUSE. FOR THESE VIRGINS DO NOT AT ALL LIKE ANY DEFILEMENT." I SAID TO HIM, "I HOPE, SIR, THAT I WILL PLEASE THEM, SO THAT THEY MAY ALWAYS BE WILLING TO INHABIT MY HOUSE. AND AS HE TO WHOM YOU ENTRUSTED ME HAS NO COMPLAINT AGAINST ME, SO NEITHER WILL THEY HAVE." HE SAID TO THE SHEPHERD, "I SEE THAT THE SERVANT OF GOD WISHES TO LIVE, AND TO KEEP THESE COMMANDMENTS, AND WILL PLACE THESE VIRGINS IN A PURE HABITATION." WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, HE AGAIN DELIVERED ME TO THE SHEPHERD, AND CALLED THOSE VIRGINS, AND SAID TO THEM, "SINCE I SEE THAT YOU ARE WILLING TO DWELL IN HIS HOUSE, I COMMEND HIM AND HIS HOUSE TO YOU, ASKING THAT YOU WITHDRAW NOT AT ALL FROM IT." AND THE VIRGINS HEARD THESE WORDS WITH [SEXLESS] PLEASURE. 
CHAPTER 4
THE ANGEL THEN SAID TO ME, "[SEXLESSLY] CONDUCT YOURSELF MANFULLY IN THIS SERVICE, AND MAKE KNOWN TO EVERY ONE THE GREAT THINGS OF GOD, AND YOU WILL HAVE FAVOUR IN THIS MINISTRY. WHOEVER, THEREFORE, SHALL WALK IN THESE COMMANDMENTS, SHALL HAVE LIFE, AND WILL BE HAPPY IN HIS LIFE; BUT WHOSOEVER SHALL NEGLECT THEM SHALL NOT HAVE LIFE, AND WILL BE UNHAPPY IN THIS LIFE. ENJOIN ALL, WHO ARE ABLE TO ACT RIGHTLY, NOT TO CEASE WELL-DOING; FOR, TO PRACTICE GOOD WORKS IS USEFUL TO THEM. AND I SAY THAT EVERY MAN OUGHT TO BE SAVED FROM INCONVENIENCES. FOR BOTH HE WHO IS IN WANT, AND HE WHO SUFFERS INCONVENIENCES IN HIS DAILY LIFE, IS IN GREAT TORTURE AND NECESSITY. WHOEVER, THEREFORE, RESCUES A SOUL OF THIS KIND FROM NECESSITY, WILL GAIN FOR HIMSELF GREAT JOY. FOR HE WHO IS HARASSED BY INCONVENIENCES OF THIS KIND, SUFFERS EQUAL TORTURE WITH HIM WHO IS IN CHAINS. MOREOVER MANY, ON ACCOUNT OF CALAMITIES OF THIS SORT, WHEN THEY COULD NOT ENDURE THEM, HASTEN THEIR OWN DEATHS. WHOEVER, THEN, KNOWS A CALAMITY OF THIS KIND AFFLICTING A MAN, AND DOES NOT SAVE HIM, COMMITS A GREAT [SEXUAL] SIN, AND BECOMES GUILTY OF HIS BLOOD. DO GOOD WORKS, THEREFORE, YE WHO HAVE RECEIVED GOOD FROM THE LORD; LEST, WHILE YE DELAY TO DO THEM, THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER BE FINISHED, AND YOU BE REJECTED FROM THE EDIFICE: THERE IS NOW NO OTHER TOWER A-BUILDING. FOR ON YOUR ACCOUNT WAS THE WORK OF BUILDING SUSPENDED. UNLESS, THEN, YOU MAKE HASTE TO DO RIGHTLY, THE TOWER WILL BE COMPLETED, AND YOU WILL BE EXCLUDED." AFTER HE HAD SPOKEN WITH ME, HE ROSE UP FROM THE COUCH, AND TAKING THE SHEPHERD AND THE VIRGINS, HE DEPARTED. BUT HE SAID TO ME THAT HE WOULD SEND BACK THE SHEPHERD AND THE VIRGINS TO MY DWELLING. AMEN. 
THE LETTERS OF PONTIUS PILATE THE GOVERNOR DEALING WITH JOHN AND JESUS
ON THE WAY TO JUDAEA
SHIPBOARD OFF ALEXANDRIA: WE ARE AT LAST WITHIN SIGHT OF ALEXANDRIA, MY DEAR SENECA, AND TO-MORROW WE LAND. I SHALL SPEND A WEEK MEETING MY STAFF, INTERVIEWING APPLICANTS FOR JOBS (SHOALS OF GREEKS, OF COURSE), RECEIVING DEPUTATIONS OF LOYAL JEWS, AND TALKING TO EVERY ONE WHO CAN BE USEFUL TO ME. THEN ON TO CAESAREA WHICH, AS YOU KNOW, IS MY HEAD-QUARTERS. HERE AT ALEXANDRIA I AM TO MEET VALERIUS GRATUS, MY PREDECESSOR AS PROCURATOR OF JUDAEA, AND IF ANYONE CAN TELL ME HOW TO SOLVE THE RIDDLE OF GETTING ON WITH THE JEWS, HE OUGHT TO BE THE MAN. NOT THAT I SHALL NOT GET ON WITH THEM; I MEAN TO, AND I BELIEVE I SHALL. VALERIUS HAS STOOD THEM - OR THEY HAVE STOOD HIM, DO YOU SAY? - FOR OVER TEN YEARS, SO IT CAN BE DONE, THOUGH NO ONE ELSE HAS DONE IT. VALERIUS GRATUS WAS PROCURATOR OF JUDAEA FROM A.D. 15 TO A.D. 26. I HAVE BEEN LUCKY, BY THE WAY, IN ENGAGING TWO OF VALERIUS'S STAFF FOR MYSELF. ONE IS MARCIUS RUFUS, HIS CHIEF MILITARY OFFICER AND NOW MINE, WHO HAS BEEN ON LEAVE AND IS TRAVELLING BACK WITH ME. THE OTHER, WHO IS EVEN MORE IMPORTANT, IS HIS SECRETARY ALEXANDER. HE IS A JEW, BUT ONE OF THOSE JEWS THAT ARE HALF-GREEK: GREEK ON THE SURFACE, AND JEW AT THE BOTTOM. YOU CANNOT DO WITHOUT THEM. IT SEEMS THAT YOU CANNOT GET A REAL JEWISH JEW TO PUT HIMSELF AT THE SERVICE OF A MERE ROMAN GOVERNOR, AND IF YOU COULD YOU WOULD BE LITTLE BETTER OFF BECAUSE HE WOULD NOT HAVE THE LANGUAGES. AND LANGUAGES ARE NEEDED, I ASSURE YOU. THERE IS ONE SORT OF HEBREW FOR THEIR SACRED WRITING, THERE IS THE ARAMAIC THAT THEY COMMONLY TALK, THERE IS GREEK FOR NON-JEWS AND FOR ALL EDUCATED PEOPLE, WHETHER JEWS OR NOT, AND THERE IS LATIN FOR THE ROMAN PROCURATOR AND HIS STAFF IF THEY DON'T CHOOSE TO USE GREEK. ALEXANDER SPEAKS THEM ALL, ALEXANDER KNOWS EVERYTHING. I AM TOLD THAT THE ONLY PERSON IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD WHO IS SHARPER THAN A GREEK IS A GREEK-EDUCATED JEW. CONGRATULATE ME, THEREFORE, ON MY ALEXANDER. I RELY ON HIM TO TELL ME WHAT I DO NOT KNOW ABOUT MY PROVINCE OF JUDAEA - WHICH IS ALMOST EVERYTHING. THERE ARE TWO PERSONS, YOU SEE, WHOM I MUST NOT AT ANY PRICE [SEXUALLY] OFFEND: CAESAR IMPERATOR (WHOM THE GODS PRESERVE) AND MY JEW ALEXANDER. THE EMPEROR TIBERIUS, WHO REIGNED A.D. 14 TO A.D. 36. MARCIUS, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS A ROMAN OF THE ROMANS. HE DESPISES ALL FOREIGNERS, ESPECIALLY JEWS. HE KNOWS HOW INFERIOR THEY ARE TO ROMANS, AND HE HAS NEVER GOT OVER THE SHOCK OF DISCOVERING THAT THE JEWS ARE EQUALLY SATISFIED THAT THE ROMANS ARE IMMEASURABLY INFERIOR TO THEMSELVES. I WAS TELLING HIM THAT I HAD PROMISED TO RECEIVE THE ADDRESSES OF LOYAL JEWS IN ALEXANDRIA. 'IMPOSSIBLE!' HE SAID. 'THERE AREN'T ANY.' THE OTHER DAY, WHEN THE SEA WAS ROUGH, A WAVE CAME OVER AND STRUCK ME IN THE BACK, KNOCKING ME DOWN. WHEN I COULD GET MY BREATH, I SAID, 'A TREACHEROUS BLOW!' 'WE ARE ON OUR WAY TO JUDAEA,' SAID MARCIUS. PROCULA IS WORRIED THAT WE ARE TO HAVE ONLY A WEEK IN ALEXANDRIA. SHE SAYS THAT SHE WILL NOT HAVE TIME TO DO THE NECESSARY SHOPPING. MY OWN OPINION IS THAT FROM THAT POINT OF VIEW A WEEK IS MUCH TOO LONG. BUT IT REALLY IS RIDICULOUS THAT THE TREASURY SHOULD NOT MAKE A SPECIAL 'FURNISHING GRANT' OR SOMETHING OF THAT KIND TO A MAN IN MY POSITION. YOU KNOW I SHALL HAVE TO KEEP UP THE PALACE OF HEROD AT CAESAREA AND ANOTHER THAT HE BUILT FOR HIMSELF AT JERUSALEM AND PROBABLY THERE'S A THIRD OF THE SAME KIND AT SAMARIA. HOW IN THE WORLD IS A POOR MAN GOING TO MAINTAIN THESE ENORMOUS PLACES? IT WAS ALL VERY WELL FOR HEROD. HE WAS ONE OF THE RICHEST MEN IN THE WORLD AND JUDAEA WAS ONLY A SMALL PART OF HIS KINGDOM. VALERIUS WILL BE WAITING FOR ME HERE WITH AN INVENTORY OF HIS PRIVATE 'FIXTURES' IN THESE PALACES AND THERE WILL BE A PRETTY BILL FOR ME TO PAY. BESIDES, HE IS SURE TO TAKE A GREAT MANY THINGS AWAY WITH HIM, AND I SHALL HAVE TO REPLACE THEM. SO, YOU MAY IMAGINE PROCULA SPENDING A HAPPY WEEK AMONG WHAT SHE DECLARES ARE THE FINEST SHOPS IN THE EMPIRE - MUCH BETTER, SHE SAYS, THAN THOSE OF ROME. CLAUDIA PROCULA, PILATE'S WIFE. HEROD THE GREAT, WHOSE REIGN WAS MARKED BY THE ERECTION OF PALACES, TEMPLES AND GREAT PUBLIC WORKS OF VARIOUS DESCRIPTIONS. YOU CAN SEE YOURSELF HOW THE WHOLE AFFAIR HAS BEEN MISMANAGED BY ROME. WHEN WE DECIDED THAT WE MUST TAKE OVER THE GOVERNMENT OF JUDAEA BECAUSE OF THE UNRULINESS OF THE JEWS, WE SHOULD HAVE ANNEXED THE WHOLE COUNTRY THAT HEROD RULED FROM NEAR DAMASCUS TO THE DEAD SEA AND NOT HAVE LEFT HIS TWO SONS IN POSSESSION OF LARGE PARTS OF IT. IT'S AN UNFAIR TAX ON THE PROCURATOR OF JUDAEA, WHO HAS TO KEEP UP THE STATE OF HEROD ON A FRACTION OF HIS INCOME. WELL, SOME ONE WILL HAVE TO FIND THE MONEY, AND THERE'S NO ONE FOR IT BUT THE JEWS. A ROME PROCURATOR MUST NOT BE WORSE HOUSED THAN A SEMI-BARBAROUS KING LIKE THEIR HEROD, MUST HE? I TELL PROCULA THAT IF SHE WANTS RUGS AND TAPESTRIES, SHE SHOULD WAIT TILL SHE GOES ON A VISIT TO DAMASCUS OR ANTIOCH, BUT SHE ONLY SMILES AT THAT; A RUG IN THE HAND IS WORTH TWO IN THE DESERT TO A WOMAN ANY DAY. I SAY AGAIN, THE JEWS WILL HAVE TO PAY. AFTER ALL, IT IS A REASONABLE CHARGE TO IMPOSE ON THEM AND THEY CAN AFFORD IT. THE JEWS ALL OVER THE WORLD - AND THEY ARE ALL OVER THE WORLD, YOU CAN'T GET AWAY FROM THEM ANYWHERE - ARE SENDING MONEY TO JERUSALEM ALL THE TIME. WHEN HEROD THE GREAT DIED IN 4 B.C., THE ROMANS ALLOWED HIS TERRITORIES TO BE DIVIDED BETWEEN HIS SONS ARCHELAUS, ANTIPAS AND PHILIP, JUDAEA FALLING TO ARCHELAUS. IN A.D. 6, HOWEVER, THEY DEPOSED ARCHELAUS AND PLACED JUDAEA IN THE HANDS OF A ROME PROCURATOR, BUT LEFT THE OTHER TERRITORIES STILL IN THE HANDS OF ANTIPAS AND PHILIP. PILATE IS [SEXUALLY] THINKING OF THE TEMPLE-TRIBUTE' WHICH ALL JEWS SENT TO JERUSALEM EACH YEAR. THE ROMAN GOVERNORS IN THE PROVINCES RESENTED THESE CONTRIBUTIONS, BUT THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AT ROME UPHELD THE JEWS IN SENDING THEM. YOU WOULD BE ASTONISHED AT THE SIGHT BEFORE ME AS I WRITE - A PERFECT FOREST OF MASTS. I DID NOT [SEXUALLY] THINK THERE WERE SO MANY SHIPS AFLOAT. NO WONDER THE ALEXANDRINES SAY THEIR CITY IS THE GREATEST COMMERCIAL CENTER IN THE WORLD. THE CAPTAIN HAS JUST POINTED OUT TO ME A WHOLE FLEET OF BIG SHIPS ON ONE SIDE OF THE HARBOUR - THE FLEET THAT CARRIES GRAIN TO OUR PEOPLE IN ITALY. THE GRAIN-TRAFFIC, HE TELLS ME, IS IN THE HANDS OF - WHOM DO YOU [SEXUALLY] THINK? - OF COURSE, THE JEWS. HE ALSO CONFIDED TO ME THAT HE LIKED THE JEWS BETTER OUTSIDE JUDAEA THAN IN IT. I SHALL SEE. AT ALL EVENTS I REJOICE THAT, THOUGH I MIGHT EASILY HAVE HAD A MORE IMPORTANT PROVINCE, WHEN I AM IN JUDAEA, I SHALL BE GOVERNOR, CHIEF TAX COLLECTOR AND COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF ALL IN ONE. I WILL WRITE AGAIN BEFORE WE LEAVE FOR CAESAREA. 
THE POLICY TOWARDS THE JEWS
ALEXANDRIA: I FOUND YOUR LETTER WAITING FOR ME WHEN I LANDED AND I HASTEN TO THANK YOU FOR IT. I COUNT MYSELF HAPPY THAT YOU WHO ARE SO BUSY AND MAKING FOR YOURSELF SO BRILLIANT A NAME IN THE COURTS SHOULD HAVE HAD THE [SEXLESS] INCLINATION AND THE TIME TO WRITE ME A LONG LETTER OF GOOD WISHES AND ADVICE. IT WAS SHREWD OF YOU, TOO, MY FRIEND. 'PILATE,' YOU SAID TO YOURSELF, 'THE [SEXLESSLY] IMPULSIVE, HEADSTRONG PILATE, WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ARGUE WITH ME; HE WILL HAVE TO TAKE MY WARNINGS ON WITH HIM FROM ALEXANDRIA AND CHEW UPON THEM ALL THE WAY TO CAESAREA.' I WILL DO THAT, I PROMISE YOU, AND WHENEVER I DO SO I SHALL WONDER AGAIN THAT ONE SO YOUNG AS YOU SHOULD BE SO WISE. THE STATE IS FORTUNATE WHICH CAN BOAST NOT ONLY OF CAESARS BUT OF SENECAS TO SERVE THEM, AND I SHALL WATCH YOUR PROGRESS WITH [SEXUAL] AFFECTIONATE EAGERNESS FROM MY EXILE AMONG THE SAVAGES. SENECA WAS ABOUT THIRTY YEARS OF AGE AT THIS TIME. 'WHAT,' YOU WILL SAY, 'SAVAGES! SO THAT IS ALL THAT MY LETTER HAS ACCOMPLISHED, SO THAT IS THE SPIRIT IN WHICH YOU TAKE UP YOUR TASK? THE JEWS, ARE NOT SAVAGES.' NO, THEY ARE NOT; I SEEK BUT TO [SEXLESSLY] PROVOKE YOU. THE JEWS ARE HIGHLY CIVILIZED. THEY ARE INTELLIGENT AND SUBTLE, INDUSTRIOUS AND TENACIOUS; THEY CAN SPLIT A HAIR WITH THE MOST LEARNED AND STEAL A MARCH WITH THE MOST [SEXLESS] CUNNING. YOU NEED NOT BE AFRAID; I SHALL NOT UNDER-RATE THEM. BUT, YOU SAY, BEWARE OF THEIR RELIGION, FOR ON THAT SUBJECT THEY ARE THE MOST SENSITIVE, THE MOST PRONE TO TAKE OFFENCE, THE MOST INDOMITABLE IN RESISTANCE, OF ANY PEOPLE ON THIS EARTH. AND, YOU ADD, HOLDING UP A WARNING FINGER, 'YOU KNOW WHAT CAESAR WISHES!' I KNOW. NO COMMOTIONS, NO REBELLIONS, TAXES DULY PAID: THAT IS WHAT CAESAR WISHES. YET YOU WILL NOT PRETEND THAT CAESAR [SEXLESSLY] LOVES THE JEWS, AT LEAST IN ROME. PRECISELY, SAYS THE WISE SENECA: IN ROME CAESAR DOES NOT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE JEWS ANY MORE THAN HE DOES THE EGYPTIANS. THEY WILL NOT MIX, THEY ARE A RACE APART, THEY WILL NOT DO SACRIFICE TO THE GODS OR TO CAESAR, AND THEY CLAIM ALL SORTS OF PRIVILEGES. CAESAR DOES NOT WANT SUCH PEOPLE IN ROME, THOUGH THEY FLOCK THERE MORE AND MORE. THEY SHOULD STOP IN THEIR OWN JUDAEA, THEN, AND IN THEIR OWN JUDAEA - LET THEM ALONE! IS NOT THAT THE INSTRUCTION? HAVE I NOT LAID YOUR LETTER WELL TO HEART? BELIEVE ME, I SHALL NOT INTERFERE WITH THEIR RELIGION, THEIR PRIESTS OR THEIR TEMPLE. BUT I HAVE HEARD - AND HAVE YOU, WHO KNOW SO MUCH, NOT ALSO HEARD? - THAT WITH A JEW RELIGION COMES VERY NEAR TO POLITICS? WHAT, PRAY, IS A ROMAN GOVERNOR TO DO WHEN RELIGION BECOMES POLITICS? I HAVE HEARD THAT SOME OF THEM WILL ACKNOWLEDGE NO RULER EXCEPT THEIR GOD, NOT EVEN CAESAR. NOT EVEN CAESAR, MARK YOU! LET THEM BEWARE. I DO NOT [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT CAESAR WILL BE LIGHTLY DISPLEASED WITH SERVANTS WHO ARE ONLY CONCERNED TO SECURE RESPECT FOR HIS AUTHORITY. IN RELIGION THE JEWS MAY GO THEIR OWN WAY. IN POLITICS THEY SHALL GO MY WAY, THE ROMAN WAY, OR I WILL KNOW THE REASON WHY. TO-MORROW I MEET VALERIUS IN THE MORNING, AND IN THE AFTERNOON A DEPUTATION OF ALEXANDRINE JEWS, WHO WISH TO PAY ME THEIR DUTIFUL RESPECTS AND (SO THEIR LETTER SAYS) MAKE REPRESENTATIONS TO ME ABOUT LIGHTENING OF THE BURDENS ON THEIR COUNTRYMEN IN JUDAEA. I SHALL BE EXPECTED, I SUPPOSE, TO SHOW HOW MUCH FINER A FELLOW THAN VALERIUS I AM BY REDUCING THE TAXES. THE SHOPPING CAMPAIGN IS ALREADY IN FULL SWING. 
THE MEETING WITH HIS PREDECESSOR VALERIUS
ALEXANDRIA: MY TIME HAS BEEN SO FULLY OCCUPIED THAT I AM ONLY NOW ABLE TO WRITE TO YOU, AND WE SAIL FOR CAESAREA IN A FEW HOURS. EVERY FEW MINUTES THERE IS SOME INTERRUPTION; BUT I WILL WRITE THIS LETTER THOUGH I MISS THE SHIP. THERE IS ONE THING OF GREAT IMPORTANCE WHICH I MUST SAY AT ONCE LEST I FORGET IT; THE JEWS CAN WAIT. YOU TOLD ME, YOU MAY REMEMBER, OF A NEW WASH WHICH YOU HAD DEVISED FOR YOUR VINE-PLANTS - MORE EFFICACIOUS AGAINST PESTS THAN ANY KNOWN TO YOU, AND YOU ATTRIBUTED TO IT THE GENEROUS CROP THAT YOU HAD LAST YEAR. I HAVE TOLD MY FREEDMAN LEON WHO MANAGES MY FARM AT LAURENTUM TO WRITE AND ASK YOU FOR THE PARTICULARS, AND I SHALL BE GRATEFUL IF YOU WILL GIVE THEM TO HIM. HE IS HIMSELF INGENIOUS IN ALL SUCH EXPERIMENTS AND OMITS NO PAINS; YOU MAY BE SURE THAT YOU WILL NOT HAVE THE ANNOYANCE OF FINDING THAT YOUR ADVICE HAS BEEN SOUGHT BY THOSE WHO HAVE NOT THE WIT OR THE WILL TO MAKE THE BEST OF IT. I HAVE SEEN VALERIUS, A RUBICUND, JOLLY FELLOW, DELIGHTED AT THE PROSPECT OF GOING HOME. I WANTED TO ASK ABOUT JUDAEA; HE WOULD SCARCELY TALK OF ANYTHING BUT ROME AND CHARIOT-RACING, FOR WHICH HE HAS A [SEXLESS] PASSION. HOWEVER, HE TOLD ME ENOUGH ABOUT THE FURNISHING OF HEROD'S PALACES TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT MY WORST FEARS ARE TRUE. HE SAYS THAT ARCHELAUS, WHEN CAESAR DEPOSED HIM, SOLD THE CONTENTS OF THE PALACES AS BEING HIS PRIVATE PROPERTY, AND THAT CONSEQUENTLY EVERY GOVERNOR SINCE THEN HAS HAD TO FURNISH ANEW OR BUY THE 'FIXTURES' OF HIS PREDECESSOR. 'HOW CAN I PAY SO MUCH,' I SAID, 'AT THE BEGINNING OF MY TERM OF OFFICE?' 'BORROW THE MONEY FROM THE JEWS,' SAID VALERIUS, 'AND THEN INCREASE THEIR TAXES IN ORDER TO PAY IT BACK.' 'BUT,' I REPLIED, 'I AM JUST GOING TO INFORM A JEWISH DEPUTATION THAT OUT OF RESPECT AND ADMIRATION FOR THEIR RACE I INTEND GRACIOUSLY TO REMIT A TENTH PART OF THE TAXES.' 'WHY NOT?' SAID VALERIUS, 'I DID THE SAME MYSELF. BUT IN SIX MONTHS YOU MUST RESTORE THE TEN PER CENT. AND IN TWELVE MONTHS PUT ANOTHER TENTH ON THAT.' HE TOLD ME ALSO THAT I SHOULD BY ALL MEANS ENCOURAGE THE JEWS WHO THRONG TO JERUSALEM FROM ASIA AND AFRICA AT THE TIME OF THE GREAT FESTIVALS, ESPECIALLY THE PASSOVER. SO LONG AS CAESAR MAINTAINS PEACE IN THE PROVINCES, THE JEWS FLOURISH. THEY TRAVEL IN TENS OF THOUSANDS TO JUDAEA, CARRYING THEIR MONEY WITH THEM. 'THEN IS YOUR CHANCE,' SAID HE. 'MAKE THEM PAY A VISITORS' TAX WHEN THEY ENTER, RAISE THE CUSTOMS DUTIES ON EVERYTHING THAT IS BOUGHT AND SOLD WHILE THEY ARE THERE, AND PUT A SPECIALLY, HEAVY TAX ON ALL THE MOMENTOES THAT THEY CARRY AWAY WHEN THEY GO BACK. THEY WILL GRUMBLE, BUT SINCE THEY ARE DEPARTING TO OTHER PROVINCES, THAT NEED NOT TROUBLE YOU, AND THE JEWS IN JUDAEA, HAVING HELPED TO SUCK THEM DRY, WILL TAKE NO FURTHER INTEREST IN THEM.' I LIKE VALERIUS: HE KNOWS WHAT IS HELPFUL, AND IS PRACTICAL. I HAD MEANT TO DESCRIBE THE JEWISH DEPUTATION TO YOU BUT, AFTER ALL, THAT MUST WAIT. I SHALL HAVE MORE LEISURE TO DO IT ADEQUATELY ON THE WAY TO CAESAREA. YOU MAY [SEXLESSLY] THINK OF ME, DURING THE VOYAGE, TAKING LESSONS ON JUDAEA FROM ALEXANDER. WHAT KIND OF MAN IS HE, YOU ASK. YOU KNOW THE SORT OF JEW THAT IS AGGRESSIVE, INSISTENT, LOUD? HE IS THE OTHER SORT. HE IS QUIET, DEFERENTIAL, OFTEN OBSEQUIOUS - AND, UNLESS I AM MISTAKEN, AS DEEP AND DISDAINFUL OF ME AND YOU, OF ROME AND CAESAR AS THE NOISIEST OF THEM ALL. AT PRESENT ALEXANDER IS ENGAGED IN A BRISK FLIRTATION WITH ACME, PROCULA'S GREEK SLAVE, A PRETTY GIRL. HE HAS SUCCEEDED MARCIUS. JEW DOES NOT MARRY NON-JEW, I BELIEVE, BUT OUTSIDE MARRIAGE THEY ARE NOT PARTICULAR. 
THE INSTRUCTION FROM VALERIUS
SHIPBOARD: ON THE WAY TO CAESAREA: THE SEA IS ONLY CHOPPY AND I MUST NOT GRUMBLE, BUT I AM GLAD THAT IT IS A SHORT VOYAGE COMPARED WITH THAT FROM ITALY. I HAD MEANT TO TELL YOU WHAT VALERIUS SAID TO ME ABOUT GALILEE. AS YOU KNOW, BOTH GALILEE AND PERAEA (WHICH IS EAST OF JERUSALEM ON THE FAR SIDE OF THE RIVER JORDAN) ARE IN POSSESSION OF ANTIPAS, SON OF THE HEROD WHO, BY TURNING HIS COAT SKILLFULLY DURING OUR CIVIL WARS, NOT ONLY KEPT HIS KINGDOM BUT KEPT ON ADDING TO IT. I COMPLAINED TO VALERIUS THAT THESE TERRITORIES, BUT ESPECIALLY GALILEE, OUGHT TO BE UNDER THE GOVERNOR OF JUDAEA. COMMON SENSE DEMANDS IT. GALILEE IS JEWISH, IT IS FLOURISHING AND RICH, AND JERUSALEM IS ITS NATIONAL AND HISTORIC CAPITAL. ITS INHABITANTS LOOK TO JERUSALEM AS THEIR SACRED CITY AND ARE ALWAYS TRAVELLING TO IT. WOULD ANYONE IN HIS SENSES DREAM OF CARVING UP A COUNTRY INTO STRIPS IN SUCH A WAY, AND WHY SHOULD WE TOLERATE IT JUST BECAUSE HEROD HAD THREE SONS FOR WHOM HE WANTED TO PROVIDE? VALERIUS AGREED WITH ME AT ONCE. 'THERE IS MORE IN IT THAN THAT, TOO,' HE SAID, 'AS YOU MAY SOON FIND OUT. THE GALILEANS, LIKE ALL THE JEWS, HATE THE ROMANS, AND THEY ARE AS INDEPENDENT AND STIFF-NECKED AS CAN BE. BUT WHEN THEY WANT TO MAKE TROUBLE, THEY COME OUT OF GALILEE, WHERE THEY CAN CHANGE NOTHING AND ACHIEVE NOTHING, AND MAKE IT IN JUDAEA, WHICH MEANS JERUSALEM. THE LAST SERIOUS RISING ABOUT TWENTY YEARS AGO, WHEN WE TOOK OVER THE COUNTRY, WAS RAISED BY A RASCAL CALLED JUDAS WHO BELONGED TO GALILEE. THAT WAS A REAL REBELLION. THE UNFORTUNATE PROCURATOR OF JUDAEA IS NOT ALLOWED BY CAESAR TO HAVE ANY REBELLIONS, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME HE IS PREVENTED FROM DEALING WITH THE BEGINNINGS OF SEDITIONS IN GALILEE EVEN IF HE KNOWS OF THEM, BECAUSE IT IS THE KINGDOM OF ANTIPAS AND HE MUST NOT INTERFERE.' 'THEN WE OUGHT,' I SAID, 'TO GET RID OF ANTIPAS.' VALERIUS SMILED. 'I HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR TEN YEARS,' HE SAID, 'AND HE HAS NEVER GIVEN ME A HANDLE. YOU MAY TAKE IT THAT ANTIPAS WILL NOT ALLOW SEDITION TO START IN GALILEE IF HE CAN HELP IT, BECAUSE HE KNOWS THE ROMANS MIGHT SEIZE THE CHANCE TO ABSORB HIS KINGDOM INTO JUDAEA. HE KEEPS ON GOOD TERMS WITH THE ROMAN GOVERNOR OF SYRIA AND HE HAS FRIENDS IN ROME. LIKE HIS VILLAINOUS OLD FATHER, HE FLATTERS THE JEWS BY OBSERVING THEIR CUSTOMS AND HE KEEPS HIMSELF IN POWER BY PAYING COURT TO THE ROMANS. ALL THE HERODS ARE THE SAME. THEY KNOW THAT IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE ROMANS, THE JEWS WOULD HAVE THEM OUT IN NO TIME, FOR THE JEWS [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEM LITTLE THOUGH THEY [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE ROMANS LESS.' JUDAS OF GAMALA HEADED A REVOLT ON THE DEATH OF HEROD IN 4 B.C. AND AGAIN IN A.D. 6-7, WHEN THE ROMANS FIRST IMPOSED THEIR FORMAL SCHEME OF TAXATION. IT WAS FROM THE PARTY OF JUDAS AND ZADDOK, A PHARISEE, THAT THE 'ZEALOTS' AROSE WHOSE IMPLACABLE HOSTILITY LED TO THE FATAL REVOLT OF THE JEWS AGAINST THE ROMANS. I ASKED VALERIUS HOW IT WAS THAT IF ALL THE JEWS DETEST THE ROMANS EQUALLY, HE HAD MANAGED TO KEEP THINGS QUIET FOR TEN YEARS. 'IT'S QUITE TRUE,' HE SAID, 'THAT THEY ALL HATE US. THERE IS SCARCELY ONE OF THEM THAT WOULD SPEAK TO US, LET ALONE EAT WITH US, IF HE COULD HELP IT, BUT THEY DO NOT ALL HATE US IN THE SAME DEGREE. THERE ARE SOME OF THEM AT JERUSALEM WHO WOULD SOONER PUT UP WITH THE ROMANS THAN LOSE THE POWER AND POSITION THAT THEY HOLD. THEIR NOBLE PRIESTLY FAMILIES - AS [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT A CREW AS CAN BE FOUND IN ASIA - RULED THE WHOLE COUNTRY BEFORE THE TIME OF HEROD. HEROD DESTROYED THEIR POWER AND ALMOST DESTROYED THEM. NOW THEY HAVE RAISED THEIR HEADS AGAIN. WE HAVE GIVEN THEM BACK MUCH OF THEIR AUTHORITY, ESPECIALLY IN REGARD TO THEIR RELIGION, AND, IN ORDER TO KEEP IT, THEY ARE READY TO TOLERATE US. THEY DO NOT WANT ANOTHER HEROD TO SWEEP THEM ASIDE AND SEND THEM TO THE EXECUTIONER. NOR DO THEY LIKE SEDITION - UNLESS IT WERE LIKELY TO BE SUCCESSFUL - FOR THEY KNOW THE POWER OF ROME. THEY HAVE NO USE FOR A JUDAS, WHETHER FROM GALILEE OR ANYWHERE ELSE, WHO BY RAISING A POPULAR REVOLT MAY BRING THEM INTO CONFLICT WITH ROME AND END THEIR PRIVILEGES. THEY MAKE A BARGAIN WITH ROME. "WE HATE YOU AND DESPISE YOU," THEY SAY, "BUT ON TERMS WE CAN HELP YOU. LEAVE US ALONE AND WE WILL KEEP THE COUNTRY QUIET FOR YOU.'" YOU SEE, MY FRIEND, HOW QUICKLY I AM LEARNING. I AM TO WORK WITH THESE PRIESTS AT JERUSALEM AND LOOK OUT FOR AN OPPORTUNITY WHICH, I AM NOT LIKELY TO GET, OF TRIPPING UP ANTIPAS. BETWEEN YOU AND VALERIUS AND SECRETARY ALEXANDER I SHALL SOON BE A STATESMAN. ALL THE SAME, I SHALL PRESS FOR AN INCREASE IN THE GARRISON OF JUDAEA. FOUR THOUSAND MEN IS NOT ENOUGH. I SHALL SAY, WHEN I GET THE CHANCE, THAT I NEED MORE TROOPS TO WATCH THE FRONTIERS OF GALILEE AND PERAEA. I HAVE NOT TOLD YOU ABOUT THE DEPUTATION AFTER ALL, BUT I WILL WRITE AGAIN BEFORE WE LAND AT CAESAREA. 
A JEWISH DEPUTATION AT ALEXANDRIA
SHIPBOARD, NEAR TO CAESAREA: NOW AT LAST I CAN DESCRIBE THE JEWISH DEPUTATION. IT WAS A BIGGER AFFAIR THAN I HAD EXPECTED, BUT THEN THE JEWS IN ALEXANDRIA ARE MUCH MORE IMPORTANT THAN I HAD SUPPOSED. THERE IS A JEWISH SETTLEMENT WHICH THEY SAY OCCUPIES NEARLY HALF THE CITY; I KNOW THAT ON THE DAY BEFORE THE DEPUTATION CAME, I DROVE AND DROVE AND ALWAYS THE PEOPLE AND THE PLACARDS AND THE SHOP-SIGNS WERE JEWISH. EVERYWHERE CHILDREN AND EVERYWHERE AGED GREYBEARDS, GRAVE OR GESTICULATING, IN THE STREET. I HAVE NEVER SEEN SO MANY OLD MEN. DO THEY EVER DIE, I WONDER? OR IS IT ONLY THAN ONE NOTICES THEM MORE, THEY ARE SO DIFFERENT? IT HAD BECOME KNOWN THAT I INTENDED TO RECEIVE SOME OF THEIR LEADING MEN AND THERE WAS A GREAT CROWD IN THE SQUARE BEFORE THE PALACE OF THE CITY PREFECT, JUNIUS MACRINUS, WITH WHOM I WAS STAYING. YOU SHOULD HAVE HEARD THE UPROAR WHEN THE DEPUTATION APPEARED. THE JEWS, WHO WERE THERE IN FORCE, GAVE THEIR COUNTRYMEN AN EXCITED WELCOME, I SUPPOSE BECAUSE THEY WERE GOING TO ADMONISH THE PROSPECTIVE OPPRESSOR OF JUDAEA. THIS [SEXUALLY] PROVOKED THE MOB [MAFIA] (MOSTLY GREEKS), WHO BEGAN TO HOOT AND THEN TO HUSTLE THE JEWS AND FINALLY TO THROW STONES. THE JEWS RESISTED AND I [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT THAT THERE WOULD BE A RIOT. HOWEVER, JUNIUS, WHO IS USED TO THIS SORT OF THING AND WAS AMUSED AT MY TAKING IT SO SERIOUSLY, HAD A COMPANY OF TROOPS IN READINESS AND THEY SOON HURRIED THE DEPUTATION INDOORS AND CLEARED THE SQUARE. EVERYTHING WENT LIKE CLOCKWORK. TWO MEN, I BELIEVE - BOTH GREEKS - WERE KILLED. YOU WOULD SCARCELY BELIEVE HOW MUCH THE JEWS ARE DISLIKED IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD. THE CROWD CALLED THEM 'SWINE,' 'ROBBERS' AND 'BLOOD-DRINKERS.' PARTLY IT IS BECAUSE THEY ARE [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT AND EXCLUSIVE, BUT THE GREEKS CANNOT FORGIVE THEM FOR BEATING THEM IN TRADE. THERE IS A SAYING IN ALEXANDRIA THAT 'AN EGYPTIAN COULD MAKE MONEY FROM A PYRAMID, A GREEK FROM A STONE, AND A JEW FROM A GRAIN OF SAND.' APPARENTLY, AN ALLUSION TO THE CALUMNY OF THE 'RITUAL MURDER' OF INFANTS WHICH HAS BEEN BROUGHT AGAINST THE JEWS BY THEIR ENEMIES FROM VERY ANCIENT TIMES. ALEXANDER, THE SECRETARY, HAD PREPARED ME FOR THE DEPUTATION. HE HINTED THAT HE COULD WRITE MY SPEECH, BUT I INTEND TO MAKE MY OWN SPEECHES. 'THE DEPUTATION,' HE SAID, 'WILL BE IMPORTANT: AS A SIGN OF RESPECT TO THE NEW PROCURATOR IT WILL BE HEADED BY PHILO AND ALEXANDER.' HE SEEMED TO EXPECT ME TO SAY SOMETHING. 'OH YES,' I SAID, 'PHILO AND ALEXANDER. I MUST REMEMBER THEIR NAMES.' JUNIUS WAS DELIGHTED. 'I DO NOT BELIEVE YOU HAVE EVER HEARD OF EITHER OF THEM,' HE SAID. THE SECRETARY WENT ON UNMOVED. 'PHILO HAS A CERTAIN REPUTATION AS A PHILOSOPHER.' 'WHY,' SAID JUNIUS, 'HE IS THE GREATEST LIVING JEW. HE IS CALLED "THE JEWISH PLATO," WHICH INFURIATES THE GREEKS. I HAVE NEVER READ A WORD OF HIM, BUT I BELIEVE HE HAS SET OUT TO PROVE THAT THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES CONTAIN THE WHOLE OF GREEK PHILOSOPHY.' 'ALEXANDER,' ADDED THE SECRETARY, 'IS PHILO'S BROTHER, AND IS THE LEADER OF THE JEWS IN COMMERCE AND FINANCE AS PHILO IS IN LETTERS.' JUNIUS ADDED THAT ALEXANDER WAS THE RECOGNIZED HEAD OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY, ENORMOUSLY WEALTHY AND READY TO LEND MONEY ON GOOD SECURITY. I [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT MYSELF THAT I MUST TAKE NOTE OF ALEXANDER. PHILO AND ALEXANDER WERE, IN FACT, THE SPOKESMEN OF THE PARTY. I WAS BRIEF AND SOLDIERLY. 'YOU HAVE, I HEAR, A PETITION TO MAKE TO ME,' WAS ALL I SAID WHEN JUNIUS PRESENTED THEM. EACH OF THE PAIR HAD SOMETHING TO ASK OF ME. THEY SPOKE QUIETLY BUT, I NEED SCARCELY SAY, WITH COMPLETE ASSURANCE, AS THOUGH EQUALS TO EQUALS. PHILO SPOKE FIRST, SINCE HE WAS TO DEAL WITH RELIGION. HE BEGAN WITH COMPLIMENTS TO ROME, TO CAESAR, AND TO ME. HE SAID THAT THE JEWS HAD ALWAYS FOUGHT HARD FOR THEIR INDEPENDENCE, BUT HAD NEVER FOR LONG BEEN ABLE TO PRESERVE IT. ALWAYS SOME GREAT POWER FROM THE NORTH OR FROM THE SOUTH HAD OVERCOME THEM: EGYPT, ASSYRIA, THE GREEKS, THE SYRIAN KINGS, AND FINALLY ROME. NOWADAYS THEY NOT ONLY RECOGNIZED THAT THEY COULD NOT HOPE TO PREVAIL AGAINST THE MIGHT OF CAESAR, BUT THEY NO LONGER [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO, FOR CAESAR GAVE THEM PEACE AND GOOD GOVERNMENT. I INTERRUPTED TO SAY THAT THERE WERE CONSTANT COMPLAINTS OF SOME FELLOW SPRINGING UP IN JUDAEA - AN ITINERANT PREACHER OR A SO-CALLED PATRIOT OR A MERE BANDIT - AND HE ALWAYS ENDED BY INCITING THE PEOPLE AGAINST ROME. PHILO REJOINED THAT THESE WERE IN ANY EVENT IGNORANT, ILLITERATE MEN WHO COUNTED FOR LITTLE, AND THAT THE RULERS AT JERUSALEM, SUPPORTED BY ALL THAT WAS BEST AND MOST EDUCATED AMONG THE JEWS, WERE SATISFIED TO HAVE THINGS AS THEY WERE, PROVIDED THAT THEY WERE LEFT UNDISTURBED IN THE EXERCISE OF THEIR RELIGION, AND IN THIS EVERY JEW THROUGHOUT THE WORLD WAS ON THEIR SIDE. HE WENT ON TO WARN ME, WITH PROFESSIONS OF RESPECT, THAT IN JUDAEA THE JEWS WOULD NOT ABATE ONE JOT OR TITTLE OF THEIR RELIGIOUS CONVICTIONS. THEY HAD, HE SAID, ENDURED THE EXTREME OF PERSECUTION BEFORE, AND, IF NEED BE, THEY WOULD DO SO AGAIN. ANTIOCHUS OF SYRIA HAD TORTURED AND SLAIN THEM BY THE THOUSAND IN HIS DETERMINATION TO FORCE HEATHEN CUSTOMS UPON THEM AND TO MAKE THEM RATHER GREEKS THAN JEWS, BUT AT THE END THEY HAD DEFEATED HIM. HEROD HAD SOUGHT TO BRIBE THEM BY THE MAGNIFICENCE OF HIS BENEFACTIONS AND BY BUILDING THEM A TEMPLE WHICH WAS THE WONDER OF THE WORLD, BUT WHEN HE SET A GOLDEN EAGLE OVER THE TEMPLE GATE, THEY HAD PULLED IT DOWN, FOR NEITHER THE CROSS NOR THE STAKE HAD TERRORS FOR THE GOD-FEARING JEW. HE REMINDED ME - NOT, HE OBSERVED, THAT HE [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT IT NECESSARY - THAT THE JEWS, WORSHIPPING AN INVISIBLE GOD, WOULD ACCEPT NO STATUE OR IMAGE OF LIVING BEINGS, AND THAT EVEN HEROD HAD NOT PLACED HIS HEAD ON HIS OWN COINS IN JUDAEA. ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES (175-164 B.C.) ENDEAVOURED TO DESTROY JEWISH RELIGION AND 'HELLENIZE' THE JEWS. THE SUCCESSFUL REVOLT LED BY JUDAS MACCABAEUS MARKED THE FAILURE OF HIS POLICY. ANTIOCHUS DEDICATED THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM TO THE OLYMPIC ZEUS AND ERECTED IN IT THE PAGAN ALTAR WHICH IS THE 'ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION' SPOKEN OF IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL. HEROD THE GREAT'S POLICY TOWARDS THE JEWS WAS ONE OF BENEVOLENT (AND SUSPICIOUS) CONTEMPT. HE DID NOT SEEK, LIKE ANTIOCHUS, TO 'HELLENIZE' THEM, BUT AT THE SAME TIME THAT HE RESTORED THE TEMPLE ON THE GRANDEST SCALE IN ORDER TO GRATIFY THEM, HE ESTABLISHED A THEATRE AND AMPHITHEATER AT JERUSALEM WHOSE PAGAN [SEXUAL] CHARACTER WAS A CONSTANT OFFENCE TO THEM. I ASKED HIM BLUNTLY WHETHER HE PROPOSED THAT CAESAR'S HEAD SHOULD NOT BE PLACED ON HIS OWN COINS WITHIN HIS OWN DOMINIONS; BUT HE WAS TOO SHREWD TO BE TRAPPED BY THE QUESTION; HE ONLY HOPED, HE SAID, THAT I WOULD RESPECT THE SUSCEPTIBILITIES OF THE JEWS IN THE ANCIENT HOME OF THEIR RACE AND THEIR RELIGION EVEN AS CAESAR HIMSELF [SEXUALLY] DESIRED THAT THEY SHOULD BE RESPECTED. I ASKED HIM WHETHER HE WAS AWARE THAT IN ROME, CAESAR HAD ORDERED THAT THE JEWS SHOULD ABANDON THEIR SPECIAL FORMS OF WORSHIP ON PAIN OF BEING EXPELLED FROM ITALY OR FORCED INTO THE LABOUR BATTALIONS OF THE ARMY. HE REPLIED THAT HE KNEW THIS WAS SO, BUT THAT WHEREAS CAESAR WOULD NOT TOLERATE A DISTINCTIVE RACE WITH SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGES IN ROME, HE WAS EQUALLY FIRM IN ALLOWING THEM THE UNDISTURBED ENJOYMENT OF THEIR RELIGIOUS CUSTOMS IN THEIR OWN HOME. HE ADDED POINTEDLY THAT EVERYBODY KNEW THIS WAS THE POLICY LAID DOWN BY CAESAR FOR HIS GOVERNORS, AND THEY WERE GRATEFUL FOR IT BOTH TO HIM AND TO THEM. HE ENDED WITH A PETITION: THE INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN ME AT ROME BEFORE I LEFT - AND VALERIUS TOO LAID STRESS UPON THIS - INFORMED ME THAT AT JERUSALEM THE ROMAN GOVERNOR KEEPS THE VESTMENTS OF THE HIGH PRIEST IN HIS CUSTODY. HE ONLY HAND THEM OVER TO THE HIGH PRIEST ON THE EVE OF THE GREAT FESTIVALS AND HE RECEIVES THEM BACK AGAIN WHEN THE FESTIVAL IS FINISHED. IT IS A SIGN OF AUTHORITY TO WHICH ROME ATTACHES GREAT IMPORTANCE. THE JEWS, OF COURSE, RESENT IT. PHILO PROPOSED THAT, SINCE JUDAEA HAD BEHAVED SO WELL DURING VALERIUS'S TERM OF OFFICE, I SHOULD RESTORE THE VESTMENTS TO THE HIGH PRIEST. I ANSWERED COLDLY THAT THE JEWS MUST EARN ANY CONCESSION BY GOOD BEHAVIOUR SHOWN TO ME, THAT I KNEW CAESAR'S MIND AND SHOULD CARRY IT OUT, AND THAT I HAD EVERY [SEXLESS] INTENTION OF ALLOWING THE JEWS THE FULL EXERCISE OF THEIR RELIGION, PROVIDED THAT THEY RECOGNIZED IN EVERY PROPER MANNER THE AUTHORITY OF CAESAR. THE QUESTION OF THE VESTMENTS, I SAID, WAS ONE WHICH ONLY CAESAR COULD DECIDE. THE EMPEROR TIBERIUS HAD ENFORCED THIS MEASURE SEVEN YEARS EARLIER - IN A.D. 19. HEROD THE GREAT HAD KEPT THE VESTMENTS IN HIS OWN CUSTODY AND THE ROMANS CONTINUED THE PRACTICE. WHEN, IN A.D. 36, PILATE WAS SUMMONED TO ROME TO ANSWER TO THE ACCUSATIONS OF MISGOVERNMENT THAT WERE MADE AGAINST HIM, THE VESTMENTS WERE RESTORED TO THE CHARGE OF THE PRIESTS IN THE TEMPLE. I HOPE YOU WILL APPROVE OF THIS MILD AND CAUTIOUS UTTERANCE. RELIGION IS ONE THING; BY ALL MEANS LET THEM HAVE THEIR RELIGION. BUT WHEN THEY SAY THAT THEIR RELIGIOUS SCRUPLES FORBID THEM TO TOLERATE THE SYMBOLS OF THE AUTHORITY OF ROME - A STATUE OR AN IMAGE OR EVEN AN INSCRIPTION - THAT IS ANOTHER MATTER ALTOGETHER. I SHALL SEE ABOUT IT. I DO NOT [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT CAESAR WILL BLAME ME FOR ENFORCING HIS AUTHORITY. I [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT PHILO WOULD NEVER STOP. HIS BROTHER, ALEXANDER, I AM GLAD TO SAY, WAS BRIEFER. HE WAS FULL OF THE POVERTY OF THE JEWS. HE SAID THERE WAS AN IMPRESSION ABOUT THAT ALL JEWS WERE RICH, BUT IT WAS A GREAT MISTAKE. JUDAEA WAS A POOR COUNTRY, A LARGE PART OF IT MOUNTAINOUS AND BARREN. THE REALLY RICH TERRITORY WAS GALILEE - DO I NOT KNOW IT! - BUT PEOPLE [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT JUDAEA WAS WEALTHY BECAUSE OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS WHICH JEWS EVERYWHERE SENT UP TO JERUSALEM. THIS, HOWEVER, WAS 'TEMPLE-MONEY' DESIGNED TO MAINTAIN THE SERVICES AND THE PRIESTS, AND IT COULD NO MORE BE TOUCHED THAN THE JEWELS, GIVEN BY PIOUS BENEFACTORS - HE HIMSELF, BY THE WAY, IS ONE OF THESE - WHICH ADORN THE TEMPLE ITSELF! HE URGED ME TO CREATE PEACE AND CONTENTMENT AT THE BEGINNING OF MY GOVERNORSHIP BY A LARGE REMISSION OF TAXATION. HE SPOKE OF MY REFERENCE TO TROUBLESOME AGITATORS IN JUDAEA AND SAID THAT HIS OWN EXPERIENCE AS A COLLECTOR OF TAXES IN EGYPT WAS THAT THE LESS PEOPLE WERE TAXED THE LESS LIKELY THEY WERE TO LISTEN TO SEDITION. I SAID I WOULD CONSIDER IT. I COULD NOT TELL HIM, - COULD I? - THAT A GOVERNOR NEVER NEEDS MONEY SO URGENTLY AS IN HIS FIRST YEAR OF OFFICE AND THAT EVERY GOVERNOR HAS AN ENDLESS STRING OF CREDITORS AT ROME. IF IT WERE NOT FOR HIS CREDITORS, WOULD ANY MAN CONSENT TO GOVERN JEWS? A MOST ILLIBERAL SENTIMENT, YOU WILL SAY. SO IT IS, SO IT IS, BUT I CANNOT ALWAYS BE A SENECA. TO [SEXUALLY] THINK OF THE UNTOLD WEALTH THAT FLOWS FROM EVERY CITY OF ASIA AND AFRICA AND ALMOST OF EUROPE TO JERUSALEM, AND I CANNOT SO MUCH AS TOUCH IT! NOR, I ASSURE YOU, WILL I ATTEMPT TO. SOON WE SHALL BE WITHIN SIGHT OF CAESAREA. PROCULA IS FULL OF EXCITEMENT ABOUT IT: BUT THEN, SHE DOES NOT REALIZE FOR HOW MANY YEARS SHE MAY HAVE TO LIVE IN IT. 
THE ARRIVAL AT CAESAREA
IN HARBOUR, CAESAREA: CONGRATULATE ME, MY FRIEND, FOR I HAVE REACHED MY 'PROVINCE.' WISH ME A QUIET AND UNEVENTFUL TERM, WITHOUT REBELLION, DROUGHTS OR TUMULTS, SO THAT I MAY EARN PROMOTION AND IN SOME HIGHER POST THAN THIS HELP TO MAKE HISTORY. I HAVE LEFT PROCULA ON DECK. SHE IS WILDLY EXCITED. SHE EXPECTED, I BELIEVE, TO FIND TENTS AND SAVAGES, AND HERE IS A CITY WHICH LOOKS, SHE SAYS, ALMOST AS GOOD AS NAPLES. CERTAINLY, THERE IS NOTHING JEWISH ABOUT ITS APPEARANCE. THE FIRST THING WE SAW, FROM MANY MILES OUT, WAS A TEMPLE OF WHITE, GLEAMING MARBLE HIGH UP ON A HILL. THEN THE OUTLINE OF A GREAT AMPHITHEATER, ALSO WHITE. NEXT, AS WE CAME NEARER, A TALL, DARK TOWER STANDING STRAIGHT UP, AS IT SEEMED, OUT OF THE WATER. WE FOUND THAT IT WAS ESTABLISHED ON THE END OF A GIGANTIC MOLE MADE OF ENORMOUS BLOCKS OF STONE. I HAVE SEEN NOTHING SO STRIKING AS THIS MOLE IN ITALY. IT RUNS OUT CRESCENT-SHAPED, FROM THE SOUTHERN END OF THE CITY TOWARDS THE NORTH; IT IS SEVERAL TIMES AS BROAD AS ANY OF OUR ROADS, WITH TOWERS UPON IT AND ARCHES WHERE SEAMEN MAY LODGE. IT PROJECTS SO FAR TOWARDS THE NORTHERN SHORE THAT IT LEAVES ONLY A NARROW ENTRANCE FROM THE OPEN SEA AND WITHIN IT IS THE HAVEN OF CALM WATERS IN WHICH WE NOW LIE. THE SIZE OF THE STONES IS ALMOST BEYOND BELIEF, AND HOW HEROD CONTRIVED TO GET THEM HERE AND HAVE THEM HEWN AND PLANT THEM IN POSITION IS MORE THAN I CAN UNDERSTAND. HE MUST HAVE SEARCHED ALL ASIA AND AFRICA FOR SKILLED ENGINEERS. BEFORE HEROD BUILT THE HARBOUR AND CALLED IT AFTER CAESAR, THE PLACE WAS A MERE ROADSTEAD, OPEN AND DANGEROUS. NOW THE COMMERCE OF THE WHOLE COUNTRY CAN FLOW THROUGH IT AND MUCH COMES HERE THAT USED TO GO TO TYRE, FARTHER NORTH. I HOPE STILL MORE WILL COME THAT I MAY GET THE BENEFIT OF THE CUSTOMS DUTIES! AS WE APPROACHED THE ENTRANCE, MARCIUS POINTED OUT TO ME FIRST ONE BUILDING AND THEN ANOTHER, AND ALWAYS HE ADDED, 'HEROD BUILT IT - HEROD BUILT THEM ALL.' TRULY HE WAS A WONDERFUL MAN, FOR THIS IS ONLY ONE OF THE CITIES THAT HE CREATED OUT OF NOTHING, AND WHEREVER HE BUILT HE NEVER FORGOT TO BUILD TO THE GLORY OF CAESAR AND OF ROME. (THE TEMPLE THAT I FIRST SAW IS DEDICATED TO CAESAR.) AS I WATCHED AND LISTENED TO MARCIUS I EXCLAIMED, 'A GREAT KING, NO WONDER CAESAR PRAISED HIM!' I WAS ASTONISHED TO HEAR A HARSH VOICE NEAR ME SAYING, 'A GREAT MURDERER!' AND THERE, IF YOU PLEASE, WAS MY HUMBLE ALEXANDER, WITH A SCOWL ON HIS FACE AND A SNARL IN HIS VOICE, LOOKING AS THOUGH HE HATED (AS I AM SURE HE DOES) EVEN THE STONES THAT HEROD HAD SET UP. IT WAS REPORTED THAT THE EMPEROR AUGUSTUS AND HIS MINISTER AGRIPPA HAD SAID THAT 'THE DOMINIONS OF HEROD WERE TOO LITTLE FOR THE GREATNESS OF HIS SOUL.' 'HE WAS A JEW HIMSELF,' I SAID, IN ORDER TO TEASE ALEXANDER. I KNEW THAT HEROD WAS ONLY A HALF-JEW, BEING OF THE RACE OF IDUMAEANS, AND I SUPPOSE THAT IF THERE ARE ANY PERSONS WHOM THE JEWS HATE MORE THAN PURE ROMANS AND GREEKS, IT IS PEOPLE WHO ARE PART-JEW LIKE IDUMAEANS AND SAMARITANS. THE IDUMAEANS, WHOSE COUNTRY LAY SOUTH OF JUDAEA, HAD BEEN DEFEATED IN WAR AND FORCIBLY 'JUDAIZED' BY THE JEWISH RULER, JOHN HYRCANUS I (135-105 B.C.). 'HE WAS NO JEW,' SAID ALEXANDER CURTLY. 'AND HE WAS THE VILEST MURDERER THAT EVER CAME EVEN FROM IDUMAEA.' 'WHOM DID HE MURDER?' I ASKED. 'I KNOW HE EXECUTED REBELS SOMEWHAT FREELY, BUT I EXPECT THAT MOST OF THEM DESERVED NO LESS. YOU MEAN THE EXECUTIONS IN HIS OWN FAMILY?' 'MURDERS!' SAID ALEXANDER. (HE IS RATHER PERTINACIOUS.) 'HE PUT TO DEATH HYRCANUS, THE AGED GRANDFATHER OF HIS WIFE MARIAMNE, AND THEN HER BROTHER. HE PUT TO DEATH HER MOTHER ALEXANDRA. HE PUT TO DEATH MARIAMNE HERSELF AND FOR THAT, BY THE JUSTICE OF GOD, FOR HE HAD A DEEP [SEXLESS] PASSION FOR HER, HE SUFFERED THE TORTURES OF THE DAMNED. HE PUT TO DEATH HIS OWN TWO SONS BY MARIAMNE AND ANOTHER SON BY ANOTHER WIFE, WHO HAD SET HIS MIND AGAINST THOSE TWO. HE PUT TO DEATH -' AND THEN HE ROLLED OFF A LONG LIST. I CANNOT REMEMBER ALL OF THEM - I HAVE SO MUCH TO [SEXLESSLY] THINK OF - BUT I KNOW THERE WERE TWO SUCCESSIVE HUSBANDS OF HEROD'S OWN SISTER SALOME AMONG THEM. I ASKED ALEXANDER WHAT [SEXUAL] MOTIVE HEROD HAD. WAS IT MERELY [SEXUAL] PLEASURE IN KILLING? 'NO,' HE SAID, 'THE FAMILY OF HYRCANUS WAS OF THE PRINCELY JEWISH STOCK AND HEROD EXTERMINATED EVERY MEMBER OF IT LEST IT SHOULD PRODUCE A RIVAL TO HIMSELF.' 'AT ROME THEY CALL THAT STATESMANSHIP,' I SAID, I HOPE NOT INDISCREETLY. I ASKED MARCIUS WHAT WAS HIS VIEW OF HEROD. HE WAS [SEXUALLY] THOUGHTFUL. 'A GREAT PRINCE,' HE SAID. 'HE HAD LARGE IDEAS ABOUT EVERYTHING. CAESAR AUGUSTUS WAS RIGHT WHEN HE SAID THAT HEROD WAS BIG ENOUGH TO RULE BOTH SYRIA AND EGYPT. HE WAS THE SHREWDEST MAN THAT ROME HAS HAD TO DEAL WITH IN THESE PARTS. HE KNEW HOW TO BE USEFUL TO ROME AND ALSO HOW TO USE HER. BUT AT HOME HE WAS A WILD BEAST; HE LIVED ON BLOOD.' APPARENTLY, AN ALLUSION (AND A DANGEROUS ONE) TO THE JEALOUSY WITH WHICH THE EMPEROR TIBERIUS REGARDED ALL POSSIBLE CLAIMANTS TO THE IMPERIAL POWER. IT IS TRUE ENOUGH. HIS OWN WIFE AND HIS OWN SONS! THAT TAKES SOME STOMACHING. THE STREETS ARE DECORATED IN OUR HONOUR, AND WE CAN HEAR THE NOISE OF THE CROWDS ASSEMBLING TO GREET OUR PROCESSION. 
THE MEETING WITH CAIAPHAS
IN THE PALACE OF HEROD, CAESAREA: WE ARE DULY INSTALLED AND I AM HARD AT WORK. I SIT FROM MORNING TO NIGHT, STUDYING REPORTS FROM EVERY QUARTER OF JUDAEA, GOING INTO ACCOUNTS, LISTENING TO PETITIONS. I REALLY BELIEVE THAT FOR THE LAST TWELVE MONTHS VALERIUS MUST HAVE SAVED UP EVERY DIFFICULT AND DISAGREEABLE QUESTION FOR ME TO SETTLE. THERE IS NO END TO THE DISPUTES BETWEEN GREEKS AND JEWS, SAMARITANS AND JEWS, IDUMAENS AND JEWS, AND JEWS AND JEWS. ALL OF THEM ARE DESCRIBED AS IMPORTANT; THERE IS A FINE CROP OF TROUBLE FOR ME, HOWEVER I DECIDE THEM. I SUPPOSE THAT I SHALL DO THE SAME BY MY SUCCESSOR WHEN MY TURN COMES. MY RECEPTION WAS FAIRLY GOOD, BUT THE NON-JEWS WERE MUCH MORE CORDIAL THAN THE JEWS. THE JEWS IN THE STREETS WERE COOL AND UNRESPONSIVE. MARCIUS SAYS THAT VALERIUS HAS RULED THEM SO GENTLY THAT THEY SEE NO REASON TO HOPE FOR MUCH FROM ME. 'THEY WILL BE MORE ENTHUSIASTIC,' HE ADDED, 'ABOUT YOUR SUCCESSOR.' WHEN I REACHED THE PALACE, I FOUND THE HIGH OFFICIALS GATHERED TO WELCOME ME: MY OWN STAFF, REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TWO HERODS, AND THE HIGH PRIEST FROM JERUSALEM. THE HIGH PRIEST IS ONE JOSEPH CAIAPHAS. HE IS A TALL MAN, IMPOSING IN APPEARANCE, SUAVE IN MANNER AND, I SHOULD SAY, OF SUPPLE MIND. I OBSERVED THAT HIS MERE PRESENCE MADE A GREAT IMPRESSION ON EVERY ONE. THERE HAD BEEN GREAT DISCUSSION WHETHER HE WOULD COME TO CAESAREA OR WAIT AT JERUSALEM UNTIL I PAID MY FIRST VISIT THERE. HAD HE NOT COME, I SHOULD CERTAINLY HAVE TAKEN IT AMISS, FOR IT WOULD HAVE BEEN A PLAIN SIGN OF HOSTILITY. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE CAME ALONE. NO EX-HIGH PRIEST, AND THERE ARE SEVERAL, LIVING CAME WITH HIM. ESPECIALLY, NEITHER ANNAS NOR ANY OF HIS SONS WAS THERE. THIS ANNAS AND HIS SONS, I SHOULD TELL YOU, ARE THE MOST POWERFUL OF THE PRIESTLY FAMILIES AT JERUSALEM. FOR YEARS THEY HAVE EITHER HELD THE HIGHEST OFFICES OR MADE IT DIFFICULT FOR ANYONE ELSE TO HOLD THEM. OLD ANNAS HIMSELF WAS HIGH PRIEST WHEN VALERIUS CAME HERE AND VALERIUS FOUND HIM IMPOSSIBLE; HE MERELY WANTS THE PROTECTION OF ROME SO THAT HE CAN GO HIS OWN WAY IN EVERYTHING. VALERIUS TRANSFERRED THE OFFICE TO A MEMBER OF ANOTHER FAMILY, BUT THE EXPERIMENT WAS A FAILURE: THEN HE APPOINTED ONE OF ANNAS’ SONS, BUT THAT WAS LIKE HAVING THE OLD MAN BACK AGAIN. ONCE MORE HE APPOINTED A RIVAL PRIEST AND ONCE MORE THE RIVAL WAS NOT STRONG ENOUGH. SO, HE CHOSE CAIAPHAS, WHO IS ANNAS’ SON-IN-LAW, HOPING THAT THE AMBITIOUS CREW WOULD REGARD THIS AS ENOUGH OF PRESTIGE AND INFLUENCE FOR THE FAMILY AND THAT CAIAPHAS WOULD BE WILLING AND ABLE TO HOLD HIS OWN AGAINST THEM. IT IS NOT, DO YOU [SEXUALLY] THINK? A BAD ARRANGEMENT. CAIAPHAS KEEPS THE PEACE WITH US AND THE OFFICE IN THE FAMILY; ANNAS AND HIS SONS STAND A LITTLE FARTHER OFF AND HOLD THE SUPPORT OF THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] THINK CAIAPHAS IS TOO SUBSERVIENT. AT HEART, ALL OF THEM ALIKE, OFFICE-HOLDERS AND OFFICE-SPEAKERS, ACCEPT THE ROMANS - FOR THE PRESENT. THE LAST THING THAT ANY OF THEM WANTS IS A CLASH WITH ROME THAT WOULD DESTROY THEIR OWN POWER. CAIAPHAS, AT THE PUBLIC CEREMONY, MERELY SAID, 'THE JEWS GREET THE REPRESENTATIVE OF CAESAR.' A CHILLY WELCOME, BUT AFTERWARDS, IN PRIVATE, HE WAS MORE COMMUNICATIVE. HE TOLD ME THAT HE REGARDED IT AS HIS DUTY TO WORK WITH THE ROMANS. HE SAID THAT HIS PEOPLE, AS HE HOPED I KNEW, WERE [SEXLESS] PASSIONATELY ATTACHED TO THEIR INDEPENDENCE, BUT THAT HE AND THE GREAT JEWISH FAMILIES RECOGNIZED THAT THEY COULD NOT STRUGGLE AGAINST ROME. HE SAID THAT THE THING THAT HE ALWAYS FEARED WAS A POPULAR RISING WHICH HE AND HIS FRIENDS COULD NOT CHECK IN TIME. 'THIS COUNTRY,' HE SAID, 'IS VERY DIFFICULT TO CONTROL. IT IS FULL OF MOUNTAINOUS AND DESOLATE TRACTS IN WHICH EVIL-DISPOSED OR AMBITIOUS PERSONS CANNOT BE PREVENTED FROM GATHERING TOGETHER AND FROM WHICH THEY CAN SALLY OUT TO MAKE TROUBLE IN THE TOWNS.' THERE HAD, AFTER THE DEATH OF HEROD, BEEN SEVERAL INSTANCES OF ADVENTURERS WHO GATHERED A BAND OF PEOPLE ABOUT THEM AND ACTUALLY SET THEMSELVES UP FOR KING. ONE OF THEM MIGHT BE A MERE BANDIT; ANOTHER MIGHT BE A POLITICAL REBEL AGAINST ANY SORT OF FOREIGN RULE; A THIRD MIGHT PRESUME TO LAY DOWN THE [SEXUAL] LAW ABOUT RELIGION. IN ANY EVENT THERE WAS DANGER. THE COMMON PEOPLE WERE EXTREMELY IGNORANT - I WAS AMUSED TO SEE THE CONTEMPT WITH WHICH HE SPOKE OF THEM - AND ANY SORT OF LEADER WITH A GIFT OF [SEXLESS] ACTION OR OF SPEECH MEANT TO THEM SOME ONE WHO MIGHT RESTORE THE LIBERTIES WHICH THEY HAD ONCE ENJOYED. 'BESIDES,' HE SAID, SPEAKING VERY QUIETLY, 'YOU HAVE TO REMEMBER THAT ALL JEWS BELIEVE THAT SOME DAY - A DISTANT DAY, I AM AFRAID (THIS WITH A SMILE) - A DELIVERER WILL ARISE WHO WILL RESTORE THE ANCIENT GLORIES OF OUR PEOPLE.' I DO NOT PRETEND TO UNDERSTAND THEIR RELIGION, BUT I GATHERED THAT THE COMING OF THIS DELIVERER (MESSIAH HE CALLED HIM) WOULD BE INCOMPATIBLE WITH GOVERNMENT BY ROME, OR BY ANY OTHER POWER. I MUST ASK ALEXANDER ABOUT THIS. THE VOICE OF CAIAPHAS WAS EQUABLE, ALMOST CASUAL, AS HE TALKED TO ME. I TAKE IT THAT HE AND HIS FRIENDS WILL SUPPORT NO RIVALS, BE THEY KINGS OR MESSIAHS, WHO ENDANGER THEIR AUTHORITY UNDER CAESAR'S GOVERNOR. I THANKED CAIAPHAS AND ASKED HIM WHERE ANNAS WAS. HE REPLIED THAT ANNAS HAD A COLD, AND IN ANY EVENT SELDOM LEFT HOME. HE WOULD PRESENT HIMSELF TO ME AT JERUSALEM. I SAID THAT ANNAS HAD SEVERAL SONS, ONE OF WHOM HAD BEEN HIGH PRIEST. HE ANSWERED THAT IT WOULD NOT BE SEEMLY FOR THEM TO COME IN THE ABSENCE OF THEIR FATHER. I IMAGINE THAT THE OLD MAN COMPLETELY OVERSHADOWS THEM. ELEAZAR, APPOINTED BY VALERIUS GRATUS. IN ALL FIVE SONS OF ANNAS AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER HELD THE OFFICE OF HIGH PRIEST. ANNAS HIMSELF WAS HIGH PRIEST FOR NINE YEARS AND CAIAPHAS FOR ELEVEN. CAIAPHAS AND I UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER, I [SEXUALLY] THINK, BUT I SHALL NEED TO WATCH HIM. THE POSITION IS EXTRAORDINARY; I WISH THAT YOU WERE HERE TO STUDY IT. AS I LOOK OUT FROM THE PALACE, I SEE BELOW ME THIS TOWN WHICH, APART FROM JEWS, IS FULL OF GREEKS, EGYPTIANS AND THE REST. AWAY TO THE SOUTH IS A STRIP OF PLAIN ALONG THE SEA. BEHIND IT ARE FOOTHILLS AND THEN, RISING BEHIND THEM, A BARRIER OF MOUNTAINS, BARE AND RUGGED, AMONG WHICH DWELL THE REAL JEWS, STIFF-NECKED AND [SEXUALLY] OBSTINATE. THEY ARE SURROUNDED BY ENEMIES - SAMARITANS TO THE NORTH, IDUMAEANS TO THE SOUTH, ROMANS AT THE POINTS OF MILITARY VANTAGE AND GREEKS EVERYWHERE, AND THEY DO NOT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO HAVE THEM OTHER THAN ENEMIES. THE VERY TROOPS, THE AUXILIARIES, BY WHICH WE HOLD THEM DOWN, ARE RECRUITED FROM THESE ENEMIES ON THEIR OWN SOIL, FOR THEY THEMSELVES WILL NOT SERVE IN THE ARMY AND WE - WRONGLY, AS I [SEXLESSLY] THINK - EXEMPT THEM. THEY SHUT THEMSELVES UP IN THEIR JERUSALEM AND, STILL MORE, IN THEIR TEMPLE, UNCHANGING AND, AT HEART, UNYIELDING. I HAVE HAD NO LETTER FROM YOU, MY FRIEND, SINCE I CAME HERE. TAKE HEED; I SHALL NOT WRITE AGAIN UNTIL I HEAR FROM YOU. 
A GOVERNOR'S PROBLEMS
CAESAREA: YOUR LETTER HAS COME AND I AM GRATEFUL TO YOU FOR IT AND FOR YOUR OFFER OF SERVICES. I SHALL VENTURE TO MAKE USE OF YOU AT ONCE AND YOU YOURSELF HAVE GIVEN ME THE HINT. YOU SAY THAT THINGS ARE NOT ONLY QUIET AT ROME BUT TOO QUIET FOR SOME PEOPLE; THAT THE MOB [MAFIA] GRUMBLES AS 'STINGY CAESAR' FOR NOT GIVING THEM LARGESSE AND GAMES AND HOPES THAT HE WILL TREAT THEM MORE GENEROUSLY WHEN HE COMES BACK TO ROME. YOU APPROVE OF CAESAR'S POLICY, AND SO DO I; LET THEM GO WITHOUT THEIR GAMES AND DO SOME HONEST WORK FOR A CHANGE. BUT I AM NOT CAESAR AND I CANNOT AFFORD TO HAVE MY PEOPLE GRUMBLING. THEREFORE, I MUST EXHIBIT GAMES, AND THAT IS WHY I ASK FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE. IN THIS YEAR TIBERIUS RETIRED TO THE ISLAND OF CAPREAE, IN THE BAY OF NAPLES. HE NEVER RETURNED TO ROME. FIRST OF ALL, I SHALL HAVE SOME FIGHTING WITH WILD BEASTS. I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO HAVE THE SORT OF CONTEST THAT I SAW IN ALEXANDRIA - SOME BULLS AGAINST AN ELEPHANT, BUT ELEPHANTS COST TOO MUCH FOR PROCURATORS. THE CHIEF DISPLAY WILL BE HALF A DOZEN LIONS AGAINST A DOZEN IDUMAEAN PRISONERS ARMED WITH DARTS. YOU CAN SEE AT ONCE THAT IT WILL BE AN AFFAIR OF TACTICS; IF THEY CAN SEPARATE THE LIONS, BUT THERE - I KNOW YOU HAVE A MIND ABOVE SUCH THINGS. (THEY HAVE SIX LIGHT DARTS EACH, SO THE ODDS ARE ON THE LIONS.) SOME OTHER PRISONERS - THESE ARE CRIMINALS - WILL FIGHT ON HORSEBACK AGAINST THE BULLS. THESE PRISONERS ARE CHOSEN BECAUSE THEY CANNOT RIDE. LATER, THE GLADIATORS - AND HERE YOU CAN ASSIST ME. I WANT TO GIVE THE PEOPLE A NOVELTY. I FIND THAT THEY HAVE RARELY SEEN A GAUL AND SCARCELY EVER A BRITON. NOW I DESIGN A CHARIOT-FIGHT BETWEEN PARTHIANS ON THE ONE SIDE AND GAULS AND BRITONS ON THE OTHER. THE CHARIOTS ARE HERE - I SHALL HAVE SIX ON EACH SIDE - AND I AM GETTING THE GOVERNOR OF SYRIA TO SEND ME SOME PARTHIAN PRISONERS. THERE WILL BE SIX TO DRIVE AND SIX TO DO THE FIGHTING. CAN YOU GET ME THE GAULS AND BRITONS, ESPECIALLY THE BRITONS? THEY MUST BE USED TO CHARIOT-FIGHTING, AND I WANT TO BUY THEM OUTRIGHT, SO THAT THOSE WHO SURVIVE CAN BE USED AT OTHER GAMES BY ME OR LOANED TO FRIENDS. I SHOULD BE VERY WILLING TO HAVE NONE BUT BRITONS IF SO, MANY ARE AVAILABLE. THERE IS MUCH INTEREST HERE IN THAT ISLAND, AND EVERY ONE IS ASKING WHY CAESAR DOES NOT GO IN AND ADD IT DEFINITELY TO OUR POSSESSIONS. WE SHALL NEVER BE REALLY SAFE IN GAUL UNTIL WE DO SO. BUT, I KNOW, CAUTION IS NOWADAYS THE WORD. TIBERIUS, FOLLOWING THE MAXIMS OF AUGUSTUS, WAS RELUCTANT TO EXTEND THE BOUNDARIES OF THE EMPIRE AND THE CONQUEST OF BRITAIN WAS NOT SERIOUSLY UNDERTAKEN UNTIL A.D. 43, UNDER THE EMPEROR CLAUDIUS. I HAVE ASKED ALEXANDER WHAT THE HIGH PRIEST MEANT WITH HIS TALK ABOUT A JEWISH DELIVERER OR MESSIAH, AND I KNOW THAT YOU, OF ALL PEOPLE, WILL WANT TO HEAR HIS ANSWER. LIKE EVERYTHING IN THIS STRANGE COUNTRY, IT IS A MIXED QUESTION OF RELIGION AND POLITICS. APPARENTLY, THE JEWS ARE LED BY THEIR SACRED WRITINGS TO BELIEVE THAT SOME DAY OR OTHER THEIR GOD, WHO HAS CHOSEN THEM OUT FROM ALL THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD (A FUNNY NOTION), WILL RE-ESTABLISH THEM IN THE POSITION WHICH THEY HELD HUNDREDS OF YEARS AGO, WHEN NEITHER ROMANS NOR GREEKS HAD COME UPON THEM. BUT, SAYS ALEXANDER, THEIR EDUCATED MEN AND THEIR RULERS, LIKE CAIAPHAS, ARE MUCH TOO SENSIBLE TO [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT IT CAN BE DONE IN THESE TIMES OF OURS, AND SO THEY POSTPONE THE COMING OF A DELIVERER TO THE INDEFINITE FUTURE, OR EVEN SAY THAT IT APPLIES NOT TO THIS WORLD AT ALL BUT TO ANOTHER LIFE SUCCEEDING THIS - A VERY SENSIBLE VIEW TO TAKE, YOU WILL SAY, AND SO DO I. BUT THE ORDINARY JEW, WHO BUYS AND SELLS OR FARMS OR FISHES, SEES THE FUTURE DIFFERENTLY. THE MORE HE IS OPPRESSED BY BARBARIANS, AS HE WOULD SAY, LIKE GREEKS OR SYRIANS, EGYPTIANS OR ROMANS, THE MORE DOES HE LOOK FORWARD TO THE COMING OF A DELIVERER, A SORT OF GOD, SENT FROM HIS HEAVEN TO LIBERATE THE JEWS; SOME OF THEM EVEN [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT THIS DELIVERER WILL NOT ONLY FREE JUDAEA BUT WILL CONQUER ALL THE WORLD. THAT IS WHY CAIAPHAS SPOKE MEANINGLY TO ME; THERE'S NEVER A RASCAL SETS HIMSELF UP ANYWHERE IN THESE PARTS BUT A HORDE WILL GATHER ROUND HIM AND BELIEVE HIS STORY THAT HE IS SENT TO BE THEIR KING. 'WHAT WOULD CAIAPHAS AND ANNAS MAKE OF THAT?' I SAID TO ALEXANDER. HE NEVER STIRRED A MUSCLE. 'IT IS DOUBTFUL,' HE SAID, 'HOW FAR THE DELIVERER WOULD REQUIRE THE SERVICES OF A HIGH PRIEST ANY MORE THAN OF A ROMAN GOVERNOR. ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS UNDOUBTEDLY BELIEVE THAT THE DELIVERER WILL COME SOME DAY. THEY MUST BELIEVE NO LESS, BUT THEY WILL BE VERY SLOW TO ADMIT THAT HE HAS ACTUALLY COME; THE COMMON PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT HE MAY COME NOW AND THEY MAY DECIDE AT ANY MOMENT THAT HE HAS ARRIVED.' IS IT NOT A COMIC IDEA - THIS PALTRY LITTLE RACE, THAT HAS BEEN OVERRUN BY HALF A DOZEN CONQUERORS, CARRIED INTO SLAVERY, AND SCATTERED ABOUT THE EARTH, BELIEVING THAT IT IS CHOSEN OUT OF ALL OTHERS AND THAT ITS GOD, WHO HAS NEVER BEEN ABLE TO PREVENT ITS MISFORTUNES, WILL SEND SOME ONE TO OVERTHROW CAESAR AND ROME? YOU WOULD [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT WHEN THEY SEE WE ONLY KEEP 4,000 SOLDIERS HERE THEY WOULD KNOW HOW WEAK AND CONTEMPTIBLE THEY REALLY ARE, BUT I SUSPECT THAT, THOUGH CAIAPHAS KNOWS BETTER, MANY OF THEM [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT THOSE 4,000 ARE ALL THAT ROME HAS GOT. IN ANY CASE, IF YOU CAN RELY ON A GOD TO PERFORM ALL SORTS OF MIRACLES, IT DOES NOT MATTER HOW MANY SOLDIERS ARE ON THE OTHER SIDE. I FEAR THAT SOME DAY THEY WILL REQUIRE A LESSON. IF YOU HAVE THE CHANCE, I BEG YOU TO COMMEND ME TO LUCIUS AELIUS SEJANUS. PRAY TELL HIM THAT I AM CONTEMPLATING MAKING SOME NEW ROADS IN THIS COUNTRY AND THAT I SHALL ASK PERMISSION TO CALL THE FIRST OF THEM BY HIS NAME. I SHALL WRITE TO HIM MYSELF LATER. I HAD HOPED TO SEND HIM A PRESENT OF THE WINE OF THE COUNTRY, BUT OH, MY DEAR FRIEND, IT IS LIKE VINEGAR. NO WONDER THE GREEKS HERE DO A ROARING TRADE IN NOBLE CHIAN AND OUR WARM FALERNIAN. THE FAVOURITE OF TIBERIUS, WHO AT THIS TIME WAS THE REAL RULER OF THE EMPIRE. LATER, HE WAS DENOUNCED BY HIS MASTER FROM HIS RETREAT IN CAPREAE, ACCUSED OF CONSPIRACY AND HURRIED TO EXECUTION. 
THE DECISION TO VISIT JERUSALEM
CAESAREA: I HAVE DECIDED TO GO UP TO JERUSALEM SHORTLY. HERE I SEE NEXT TO NOTHING OF MY JEWS. CAESAREA IS FULL OF GREEKS, SYRIANS, PHOENICIANS, EGYPTIANS, AND ALL THAT SORT OF RABBLE. THERE ARE MANY JEWS, IT IS TRUE, BUT THEY ARE OF THE COMMON SORT - TRADERS, MONEYLENDERS AND THE LIKE. THE MEN WHO COUNT ARE AT JERUSALEM, AND IT MIGHT BE THOUSANDS OF MILES AWAY, THOUGH IT IS JUST UP IN THE HILLS. CAIAPHAS IS CAREFUL TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH ME, BUT SO FAR AS MOST OF THEM ARE CONCERNED I MIGHT NOT EXIST AT ALL. I AM GOING UP, THEREFORE, TO MAKE THE ACQUAINTANCE OF ANNAS AND HIS FRIENDS. BESIDES, I WANT TO SEE THEIR HEAD-QUARTERS: THE NEST IN WHICH THEY HARBOUR THEIR SEDITIONS, IF ANY THERE BE; THE STRONGHOLD WHICH, ACCORDING TO MARCIUS, WILL GIVE EVEN ROME NO LITTLE TROUBLE IF EVER THEY SHOULD DEFY US. I MUST TAKE A LOOK AT THE DEFENSES AND CONSIDER HOW MY LITTLE GARRISON WILL BE SITUATED IF THERE SHOULD BE A RISING. THE ROADS, TOO, AND THE WATER-SUPPLY - YOU WILL COMMEND ME FOR THIS, I KNOW - THESE THINGS ARE ALWAYS BAD UNTIL THE ROMANS TAKE THEM IN HAND. ALSO, I AM CURIOUS TO SEE THEIR TEMPLE, THOUGH I SUPPOSE THEY WILL HARDLY LET ME TAKE A LOOK AT IT, AND I MUST FIND OUT WHERE THEY KEEP THE TEMPLE-MONEY, IF ONLY TO PROTECT IT AGAINST ROBBERS. YOU NEED NOT SUSPECT ME; I SHALL NOT EMULATE CRASSUS OR SABINUS, BUT YOU KNOW THAT IF ANYONE RAIDED THEIR TREASURY, I WOULD GET THE BLAME. I ASSURE YOU I AM READY TO GET ON WITH THEM, BUT I MUST FIND OUT WHAT SORT OF PEOPLE THEY ARE AND WHAT THEY ARE DOING. HERE IN CAESAREA I FEEL THAT I AM CUT OFF FROM MY OWN PROVINCE, AND I REMAIN UNEASY, THOUGH THE CHIEF OF MY INTELLIGENCE SECTION REPORTS THAT ALL IS QUIET AND NO SIGN OF TROUBLE BREWING. HE, BY THE WAY, IS A GRAECIZED SAMARITAN, JOSEPH BY NAME. MOST OF HIS FAMILY LOST LANDS AND LIFE AT THE HANDS OF HEROD. HE HATES HEROD'S SONS AND HE HATES THE JEWS, SO HE IS A USEFUL SERVANT TO US. I HOPE TO GO TO JERUSALEM IN THREE WEEKS' TIME. BOTH THESE ROMAN GENERALS HAD PLUNDERED THE TEMPLE TREASURY. THE GAMES WENT OFF VERY WELL. THE GAULS AND BRITONS FOUGHT MAGNIFICENTLY. THE CROWD WERE SO DELIGHTED THAT THEY INSISTED ON THEM FIGHTING AGAIN AND AGAIN WITH NEW ANTAGONISTS UNTIL ALMOST ALL WERE KILLED. THE CONTEST BETWEEN THE LIONS AND THE IDUMAEANS WAS NOT SO SUCCESSFUL; THE LIONS SEPARATED THE IDUMAEANS, SO IT WAS SOON OVER. ONE OF THE IDUMAEANS FOUGHT SPLENDIDLY AND I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO SAVE HIM, BUT THE LIONS WERE TOO QUICK. THERE WAS ONE CURIOUS EPISODE WHICH ILLUSTRATES THE OBSTINACY OF THESE JEWS. THERE WERE FOUR OF THEM IN PRISON HERE CONDEMNED TO DEATH FOR HIGHWAY ROBBERY. I OFFERED TO LET THEM FIGHT AGAINST A TIGER, THE CONDITIONS BEING THAT THEY SHOULD BE ARMED WITH ANY SORT OF WOODEN WEAPONS THAT THEY LIKED TO CHOOSE OR MAKE, BUT THAT THEY SHOULD FIRST DO PUBLIC HOMAGE TO THE BUST OF CAESAR IN THE ARENA. THEY WERE QUITE WILLING TO FIGHT - THEY WERE FINE STRONG MEN, ALL OF THEM - BUT THEY REFUSED TO SACRIFICE TO CAESAR. I TOLD THEM THEY WOULD BE THROWN TO THE TIGER AS THEY WERE, AND THEY LAUGHED AT ME. SO THROWN THEY WERE, AND NOW ALEXANDER, WITH A GLUM FACE, WARNS ME THAT THE JEWS HAVE SOME RELIGIOUS OBJECTION (APART FROM THE PERSONAL ONE) TO HAVING THEIR BODIES TORN BY ANIMALS. THEY HAVE SO MANY RELIGIOUS OBJECTIONS. POSTSCRIPTUM. I HAVE OPENED THIS LETTER TO INFORM YOU THAT ALEXANDER, SUPPORTED BY MARCIUS, JOSEPH AND EVERY ONE ELSE, NOW TELLS ME THAT I CANNOT GO UP TO JERUSALEM ON THE DAY WHICH I HAD FIXED, BECAUSE IT IS THE SABBATH OF THE JEWS. IT WOULD GIVE DEEP OFFENCE, THEY SAY; IT WOULD BE TAKEN AS A DELIBERATE PROVOCATION; THERE WOULD BE MOURNING AND PROTESTS AND PERHAPS RIOTING. 'RIOTING ON THE SABBATH!' I SAID. 'SURELY NOT!' BUT I SUPPOSE THEY MIGHT MAKE AN EXCEPTION TO DO A LITTLE RIOTING. OF COURSE, I HAD TO GIVE WAY; I COULD TELL THAT AT ONCE FROM MARCIUS'S FACE. THE SABBATH IS INCREDIBLE SACRED TO THEM, HE SAYS; THEY WILL NEITHER DO NOR TOLERATE LABOUR OF ANY KIND; YOU MUST NOT DO THIS, YOU MUST NOT DO THE OTHER; IT SEEMS TO ME THERE IS SCARCELY ANYTHING YOU CAN DO. I WONDER, DOES THEIR SACRED RIVER JORDAN FLOW ON THE SABBATH OR DOES IT TAKE A REST? I ASKED MARCIUS THE QUESTION. 'THERE ARE SOME OF THEM,' HE REPLIED, 'WHO WILL NOT EAT AN EGG IF IT IS LAID ON THE SABBATH.' 'IF YOU HAVE A WOODEN LEG,' I ASKED, 'CAN YOU WALK IT OUT WITH YOU UPON THE SABBATH?' NOTHING DISTURBS MY MARCIUS. 'I BELIEVE,' HE ANSWERED, 'THAT THEIR LEARNED MEN ARE DIVIDED ON THAT SUBJECT.' I COULD HARDLY CONTAIN MYSELF. 'OF COURSE,' I SAID, 'ON THE SABBATH THEY DO NOT PERFORM THE FUNCTIONS OF [DIVINE] NATURE?' ALEXANDER INTERVENED. 'YOU ARE QUITE RIGHT,' HE SAID, LOOKING AT ME WITH ADMIRATION. 'SOME OF THEM DO NOT.' I WAS A LITTLE PUZZLED. 'BUT SUPPOSING - ' I SAID, AND THEN WE WERE INTERRUPTED AND THE SUBJECT DROPPED. THIS WAS, IN FACT, A SUBJECT OF CONTROVERSY AMONG THE LEARNED. THE ASCETICS OF THE ESSENE SECT. YOU HAD BETTER WRITE ME ANOTHER OF YOUR ADMIRABLE ESSAYS ON THE VIRTUE OF TOLERATION AND THE EQUALITY OF MAN, FOR I ASSURE YOU I AM AT PRESENT IN GREAT NEED OF IT. 
THE DIFFICULTIES IN VISITING JERUSALEM
CAESAREA: I COULD BURST WITH INDIGNATION. EVERYTHING IS READY FOR THE JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM AND THIS MORNING I HAVE DISCUSSED WITH MARCIUS THE LAST TOUCHES. 'ANYTHING ELSE THAT YOU CAN [SEXLESSLY] THINK OF?' I INQUIRED. I FELT BRISK, FULL OF A LIVELY EXPECTATION ABOUT JERUSALEM, AND ALMOST AMIABLE TOWARDS MY JEWS. 'OF COURSE,' HE SAID, 'WE DO NOT TAKE THE IMAGES ON THE STANDARDS.' I PROTEST THAT I SHOWED NO ASTONISHMENT; I AM LEARNING NOT TO BE ASTONISHED IN THIS COUNTRY. THEN, 'WHY NOT?' I SAID. 'WHEN WE TAKE THE STANDARDS TO JERUSALEM,' HE REPEATED, 'WE ALWAYS LEAVE THE IMAGES BEHIND.' 'NOT ON THIS OCCASION, I [SEXUALLY] THINK,' SAID I, 'WHATEVER VALERIUS GRATUS MAY HAVE BEEN WEAK ENOUGH TO DO.' HE DID NOT TURN A HAIR. 'EVERY PROCURATOR SINCE CAESAR TOOK OVER THE COUNTRY HAS LEFT THE IMAGES BEHIND,' HE ASSERTED, 'OTHERWISE THE JEWS WOULD BE DEEPLY [SEXUALLY] OFFENDED.' THE STANDARDS OF THE ROMAN SOLDIERS FREQUENTLY HAD FIXED TO THEM MEDALLIONS BEARING IMAGES OF THE EMPERORS. I ASSURE YOU, MY BLOOD BOILED. 'DO YOU MEAN TO TELL ME,' I ASKED, 'THAT WHEN THE ROMAN GOVERNOR MAKES HIS FORMAL ENTRY INTO THE CHIEF CITY OF THE JEWS, HE IS TO OMIT FROM THE STANDARDS OF HIS TROOPS THE IMAGES OF THE IMPERATOR TIBERIUS CAESAR, WHOM MAY THE GODS PRESERVE, AND OF AUGUSTUS CAESAR IMPERATOR, HIS GREAT PREDECESSOR?' 'I DO,' HE SAID. 'IT IS THE ACCEPTED POLICY AND I BEG YOU TO FOLLOW IT. THE JEWS WILL NOT TOLERATE THE IMAGE OF ANY GOD OR EMPEROR IN JERUSALEM: NEITHER STATUES NOR MEDALLIONS ON THE STANDARDS NOR IMAGES ON COINS. YOU KNOW YOURSELF THAT ALTHOUGH THE SILVER COINS MINTED IN ITALY THAT REACH THIS COUNTRY BEAR CAESAR'S IMAGE - FOR THAT CANNOT BE AVOIDED - THE COPPER COINS THAT ARE MINTED IN JUDAEA ITSELF HAVE NOT HIS IMAGE ON THEM. SO, TOO, WITH THE STANDARDS.' HE LOOKED ME IN THE FACE. 'IT IS CAESAR'S WILL THAT THEIR RELIGION NOT BE [SEXUALLY] OFFENDED. THEY HAVE NO IMAGE OF THEIR GOD. IN THE DEPTHS OF THEIR TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM IS A LITTLE CHAMBER WHICH IS INHABITED BY THEIR GOD, BUT IT IS EMPTY; THERE IS NOTHING IN IT.' 'CAESAR WOULD NOT OBJECT,' I SAID, 'IF I TOOK HIS IMAGE INTO JERUSALEM, AND NOTHING HAPPENED. HE WOULD BE PLEASED TO [SEXLESSLY] THINK THAT I WAS BREAKING DOWN THE HOSTILITY OF THESE JEWS TO HIM AND ROME AND ALL THE OUTSIDE WORLD.' 'IF THERE IS A TUMULT,' MARCIUS SAID, 'AND AN ATTACK ON THE TROOPS IN THE NARROW STREETS OF JERUSALEM, I CANNOT ANSWER FOR THE CONSEQUENCES. WOULD CAESAR BE PLEASED THEN?' STRAIGHT TALKING, AS YOU SEE. ALEXANDER WAS THERE AND I LOOKED AT HIM FROM TIME TO TIME, BUT THE LITTLE JEW HAD THE GOOD SENSE TO KEEP HIS MOUTH SHUT. AT THE FINISH, I HAVE HAD TO GIVE WAY. WHAT ELSE COULD I DO? I CANNOT RISK A TUMULT AND A RISING SO EARLY IN MY TERM OF OFFICE, WITH SO FEW TROOPS AVAILABLE AND THE CERTAINTY THAT I SHOULD BE CONDEMNED FOR FAILURE, THOUGH IF I WERE SUCCESSFUL ALL ROME WOULD PRAISE MY 'FIRMNESS.' BUT IT GOES AGAINST THE GRAIN. TO ENTER JERUSALEM BEFORE THE EYES OF THESE [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT PRIESTS AND THEIR SURLY PEOPLE, AS THOUGH WE WERE ON SUFFERANCE! IT IS THE SAME EVERYWHERE. WHAT DO THE BRITONS [SEXLESSLY] THINK WHEN THEY SEE THAT WE STOP SHORT AT THEIR ISLAND? WHAT DO THESE JEWS [SEXLESSLY] THINK WHEN THEY SEE THAT WE CHOOSE RATHER TO HUMILIATE CAESAR THAN [SEXUALLY] OFFEND THEM? THEY WILL TAKE TOLERATION FOR WEAKNESS AND CAUTION FOR TIMIDITY. AND IT WILL DO NO GOOD. EVIL WILL COME OF IT. MARK ME, WE SHALL HAVE OUR WORK TO DO OVER AGAIN, AND IN THE END, WE SHALL HAVE TO DO IT THOROUGHLY. AT PRESENT I MUST YIELD. I WOULD [SEXLESSLY] OFFEND THE JEWS CHEERFULLY, BUT I CANNOT AFFORD TO CROSS CAESAR OR SEJANUS. PROCULA GOES WITH ME. SHE HAS LONG AGO EXHAUSTED CAESAREA; SHE INSISTS THAT IT IS TIME SHE SAW SOMETHING TRULY JEWISH. I TELL HER THAT AT ALL EVENTS, WHEN WE GO UP WITHOUT THE IMAGES, SHE WILL BE SEEING SOMETHING THAT IS TRULY UN-ROMAN. 
THE RECEPTION AT JERUSALEM
JERUSALEM: WE HAVE BEEN HERE A WEEK AND IT SEEMS LIKE A YEAR. IT IS AS THOUGH WE WERE IN A DIFFERENT COUNTRY. I FELT IT IMMEDIATELY AS WE CAME UP FROM THE COAST. CAESAREA, AFTER ALL, IS BUSTLING AND CHEERFUL, WITH A FRIENDLY FACE TOWARDS ONE. HERE, AS WE MARCHED UP AND UP INTO THESE BLEAK HILLS, WHICH STRETCH AWAY NORTH AND SOUTH AS FAR AS THE EYE CAN SEE, I FELT LIKE AN INVADER ENTERING FOR THE FIRST TIME A HOSTILE LAND. ALL THE WAY ALONG WE SAW GROUPS OF PEOPLE FROM THE FARMS AND SCATTERED HAMLETS WATCHING US SILENTLY. IT WAS THE SAME WHEN WE ENTERED JERUSALEM. THERE WAS NO WELCOME AT THE GATES NOR IN THE STREET. NOT A SHOUT NOR A SALUTE; NO SIGN EVEN OF CAIAPHAS NOR OF ANY OF THE HIGH-PRIESTLY CASTE. CROWDS ENOUGH IN THE STREETS, FOR THE PLACE IS LIKE A RABBIT-WARREN, BUT ALL OF THEM GLUM AND SILENT, AS THOUGH THEY HAD BEEN GIVEN THE ORDER, OR SNEERING AT US IF THEY [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT THAT THEY HAD CAUGHT OUR EYE. THE PLACE IS A VOLCANO, AND IF I HAD MORE TROOPS, AND CAESAR PERMITTED, I WOULD NOT MIND IF THE EXPLOSION CAME. MARCIUS SAYS THAT IT WILL NOT COME - NOT YET. THE HIGH PRIESTS, HE ASSERTS - AND BY THAT HE MEANS THE LITTLE RING OF FAMILIES FROM WHOM THE HIGH PRIEST IS ALWAYS CHOSEN - WILL HAVE AS LITTLE TO DO WITH ME AS POSSIBLE, BUT THEY HAVE THINGS WELL IN HAND. AND I WILL HAVE THEM WELL IN HAND BEFORE I FINISH, AND SO I HAVE TOLD MARCIUS. HE WARNS ME TO EXPECT NO FRIENDLINESS FROM THE PRIESTS OR PEOPLE. TO ALL OF THEM ALIKE WE ARE ALIENS AND USURPERS, TO BE REGARDED WITH COLDNESS AND SUSPICION UNTIL THEIR GOD [SEXLESSLY] THINKS FIT TO REMOVE US FROM THEIR NECKS. THIS IS A WRETCHED CITY. EXCEPT FOR THE GREAT HEROD'S WORKS THERE IS SCARCELY A SINGLE BUILDING WORTH A GLANCE. WHATEVER PRIDE AND TASTE THEY POSSESS THEY HAVE PUT INTO THEIR TEMPLE. THE STREETS ARE NARROW AND ILL-PAVED. THEIR DRAINS AND WATER-SUPPLY ARE DISGRACEFUL EVEN FOR ASIA; IT IS NO WONDER THAT THEY SUFFER FROM ALL KINDS OF DISEASE. I SHALL HAVE TO SEE ABOUT THIS. THE HAND OF HEROD IS EVIDENT EVERYWHERE. HOW THAT MAN MUST HAVE DESPISED AND LAUGHED AT THE JEWS! ON ONE DAY HE WOULD HUMOUR THEM AND ON THE NEXT STRIKE THEM IN THE FACE OR, MORE LIKELY, DO BOTH THINGS ALMOST TOGETHER. HE BUILT THEM A TEMPLE WHICH IS ONE OF THE WONDERS OF THE WORLD AND THEY ARE PROUD OF IT, AS WELL THEY MAY BE, AND AT THE SAME TIME HE BUILT A THEATRE IN THE CITY AND AN AMPHITHEATER OUTSIDE IT. AND OF WHAT USE WAS THAT, YOU SAY, SINCE THEY SO MUCH RESENT THE INTRODUCTION OF SUCH WICKED SPECTACLES? I [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT IS JUST WHAT MUST HAVE DELIGHTED HEROD. THEIR PRIESTS AND ALL THEIR STRICTER FOLK DENOUNCED HIM AND HIS EVIL WORKS, BUT MANY OF THE COMMON PEOPLE FLOCKED TO THE SPECTACLES. WHAT PEOPLE COULD RESIST THE TEMPTATION? SO, HEROD IN THE EYES OF THE GOOD JEW, WAS A [SEXUAL] CORRUPTER OF THE PEOPLE, MORE-SUBTLE AND MORE DANGEROUS THAN THE MERE PERSECUTOR. IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT HEROD BUILT A PALACE TOO - AN ENORMOUS AFFAIR WHICH IS ALSO A FORTRESS. IT GAVE HIM AN ADDITIONAL GRIP ON THE CITY. WHATEVER ELSE HE DID, HE NEVER FORGOT THE NECESSITY OF SECURING HIMSELF AGAINST HIS PEOPLE. THE WHOLE COUNTRY IS DOTTED WITH HIS FORTRESSES. I DO NOT LIVE IN THE PALACE; SOMETHING MORE MODEST IS ENOUGH FOR MY PRETENSIONS. BESIDES, I LIKE TO HAVE MY SOLDIERS NEAR ME. I LIVE IN THE ANTONIA, THE CITADEL WHICH IS CLOSE TO AND OVERLOOKS THE TEMPLE. I HAVE THE TROOPS THERE AND CAN KEEP A KEEN EYE ON THE TEMPLE, FOR IF THERE IS TROUBLE AFOOT, ESPECIALLY AT THE TIME OF THE GREAT FESTIVALS, IT IS IN THE TEMPLE THAT SOONER OR LATER IT WILL SHOW ITSELF. YOU CANNOT IMAGINE THE EAGERNESS OF THE JEWS TO FIGHT EACH OTHER. THEY ARE AS FULL OF FACTIONS AS THE GREEKS, AND YOU KNOW WHAT THAT MEANS. A FEW OF THEM FAVOUR THE FAMILY OF HEROD; THE CHIEF PRIESTS, AS I HAVE TOLD YOU, [SEXLESSLY] THINK IT WELL TO MAKE THE BEST OF US ROMANS; THE [SEXUAL] FANATICS AND [SEXUAL] AGITATORS OF THE COMMON PEOPLE LOOK ASKANCE AT THEM BOTH. THEN THE COUNTRY PEOPLE ARE ALWAYS COMING UP FROM OVER JORDAN OR FROM GALILEE AND THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITY ARE QUICK TO MAKE TROUBLE WITH THEM, NOT TO MENTION THE SAMARITANS, WITH WHOM ANY GOOD JEW IS READY TO PICK A [SEXUAL] QUARREL. THE TEMPLE IS ASTONISHING. THERE CANNOT BE ITS LIKE IN THE WORLD. IT IS A CITY IN ITSELF, AND THE PRIESTS AND SERVANTS ATTACHED TO IT MUST NUMBER THOUSANDS. THERE ARE ENORMOUS COLONNADES AND COURTS, ONE AFTER ANOTHER. FOREIGNERS MAY GO INTO THE OUTER COURT, AND THEN THERE IS A BARRIER, AND IF ANY FOREIGNER GOES THROUGH AND IS DETECTED, HE SUFFERS THE DEATH PENALTY. EVEN OUR OWN SOLDIERS ARE EXECUTED BY US IF THEY TRANSGRESS THE BARRIER. THEN THERE IS ANOTHER COURT WHICH MARKS THE LIMIT FOR WOMEN AND ANOTHER FOR MEN, AND SO ON TO THE PRIESTS' COURTS AND THE GREAT ALTAR OF SACRIFICE AND THE INMOST CHAMBER OF ALL - THE EMPTY ONE - WHICH NO ONE ENTERS BUT THE HIGH PRIEST, AND HE ONLY ONCE A YEAR. THE QUANTITY OF SACRIFICES MADE BY PRIVATE PERSONS IS AMAZING, AND THE PART OF THE OUTER COURT WHERE THE OFFERINGS ARE BOUGHT AND SOLD IS JUST LIKE A GREAT FAIR. THE PRIESTS GET PART OF ALL THE OFFERINGS, AND, TO MAKE SURE OF THEIR INCOME, THEY INSIST THAT NO ONE SHALL OFFER SACRIFICE EXCEPT IN JERUSALEM AND IN THE TEMPLE ITSELF. AND THEN THERE ARE THE PRESENTS FROM RICH JEWS AND THE TRIBUTE-MONEY FROM RICH AND POOR ALIKE. THE TREASURY IS CONCEALED SOMEWHERE IN THE DEPTHS OF THE TEMPLE - I DON'T KNOW WHERE PRECISELY. YOU WILL ASK ME HOW I HAVE BEEN RECEIVED SINCE I FIRST ENTERED THE CITY. NOT WELL. THEY ASK FOR TROUBLE. I HAD INVITED ALL THEIR CHIEF MEN TO MEET ME AT THE ANTONIA ON THE MORNING AFTER MY ARRIVAL. THERE WAS NO REPLY, BUT THEY CAME. I HAD BEEN TOLD BY ALEXANDER THAT I HAD BETTER RECEIVE THEM IN THE OUTER COURT, AS SOME OF THEM WOULD HAVE SCRUPLES ABOUT ENTERING THE ACTUAL BUILDING. I EVEN OFFERED TO GIVE THEM FOOD AND WINE - NOT WINE OF THE COUNTRY, BUT REAL WINE - BEFORE THEY LEFT, BUT, OF COURSE, ALEXANDER REPLIED THAT THAT WAS IMPOSSIBLE; THEY WOULD NOT ACCEPT IT; BESIDES, IT WAS THE DAY BEFORE OR THE DAY AFTER SOME FESTIVAL OR OTHER, AND THAT MADE THEM STRICTER THAN EVER ABOUT MEETING THOSE WHOM THEY CALL THE HEATHEN. IN THIS, AS IN EVERYTHING, I GAVE WAY. YOU CANNOT SAY THAT I AM NOT PATIENT WITH THEM. THERE WAS A GREAT CROWD WHEN THEY CAME. I EXPECT THAT MOST OF THEM WERE AS CURIOUS TO SEE ME AS I TO SEE THEM. ALL THE SANHEDRIM WERE THERE, SOME SEVENTY OF THEM. THIS IS THE BODY THAT RULES THE JEWS, UNDER OUR AUTHORITY; THEIR CHIEF PRIESTS, OFFICIALS AND MOST DISTINGUISHED [SEXUAL] LAWYERS AND PHILOSOPHERS COMPOSE IT. I GREETED CAIAPHAS AND HE PRESENTED THE LEADERS TO ME; AMONG THEM ANNAS AND ONE OR TWO WHO HAD HELD THE OFFICE OF HIGH PRIEST, THE CAPTAIN OF THE TEMPLE GUARD, THE CHIEF OF THE TREASURY AND A FEW MORE. ANNAS HAD HIS SONS THERE, A WHOLE ROW OF THEM. ONE OF THEM HAS ALREADY BEEN HIGH PRIEST, AND NO DOUBT THE OTHERS EXPECT TO BE THE OLD MAN, I SHOULD SAY, IS WORTH THE LOT OF THEM. HE HAS A HAWK'S FACE, WITH THIN LIPS (FOR A JEW), AND EVERY NOW AND THEN, WHEN HE IS MOVED, A SPARK OF FIRE IN HIS EYES. I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER IT IS [SEXUAL] CUNNING OR [SEXUAL] INCLINATION THAT DECIDES HIS POLICY, BUT, ALTHOUGH HE IS ONE OF THE HEADS OF THE PRIESTLY NOBLES WHO WORK WITH US AND ARE ALMOST ALL OF THE FACTION CALLED SADDUCEES, HE SEEKS THE SUPPORT AND APPLAUSE OF THE OTHER FACTION, THE PHARISEES, WHO ARE ALL FOR THE UTMOST OBSERVANCE OF THE JEWISH [SEXLESS] LAW AND FOR AS MUCH OPPOSITION AS IS PRACTICABLE TO GREEKS AND ROMANS AND ANY OTHER FOREIGNERS. FIVE SONS OF ANNAS HELD THE OFFICE. ELEAZAR HAD BEEN HIGH PRIEST ABOUT A.D. 16-17. JONATHAN BECAME HIGH PRIEST IN A.D. 36-37 AND WAS LATER ASSASSINATED AT THE INSTANCE OF THE PROCURATOR FELIX. THEOPHILOS WAS HIGH PRIEST AFTER JONATHAN, AND MATTHIAS A FEW YEARS LATER. ANNAS THE YOUNGER BECAME HIGH PRIEST FOR A FEW MONTHS IN A.D. 62, AND WAS MURDERED BY THE POPULACE. NOW OBSERVE WHAT HAPPENED. THE LEADING SADDUCEES HAVE SEATS ON THE SANHEDRIM, BUT THE MAJORITY OF ITS MEMBERS ARE PHARISEES, WHO REGARD THE SADDUCEES WITH SUSPICION AND DISAPPROVAL AS TEMPORIZERS IN RELIGION AND (THEREFORE) IN POLITICS. ALL WERE LISTENING TO HEAR WHAT I WOULD SAY AND WHAT THE NOBLE SADDUCEES WOULD SAY TO ME. AFTER THE PRESENTATIONS, I BEGAN BY SAYING TO CAIAPHAS THAT I WAS SORRY THAT THEY HAD NOT [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT FIT TO GREET ME AT MY ENTRY INTO THE CITY. I SPOKE IN GREEK BECAUSE THAT, AS YOU KNOW, IS THE LANGUAGE OF THE EDUCATED THROUGHOUT THE EAST. BEFORE CAIAPHAS COULD REPLY ANNAS SAID SOMETHING SHARPLY IN A FOREIGN TONGUE AND THERE WAS A LITTLE MOVEMENT OF APPLAUSE AMONG SOME OF THEM. CAIAPHAS SAID HURRIEDLY THAT IT WAS A MATTER OF CUSTOM AND THAT THE ROMAN GOVERNOR HAD NEVER, SO FAR, DEMANDED A FORMAL WELCOME ON ENTERING JERUSALEM. I AM BECOMING, I REALLY [SEXLESSLY] THINK, A MIRACLE OF SELF-CONTROL. I DID NOT ASK WHAT ANNAS HAD SAID, BUT I DISCOVERED AFTERWARDS THAT HE HAD SAID IN ARAMAIC, WHICH THEY USE AMONG THEMSELVES, THAT IT WAS SURELY ENOUGH THAT THEY SHOULD CONSENT TO COME TO ME AT ALL. I TURNED TO THEM, HOWEVER, AND SAID - AGAIN IN GREEK - THAT I HOPED THE INDISPOSITION WAS BETTER WHICH HAD PREVENTED HIM FROM COMING TO WELCOME ME AT CAESAREA. HE SMILED SLIGHTLY AND REPLIED, AGAIN IN ARAMAIC - AN INSULTING THING TO DO - AND THERE WAS A GENERAL LAUGH. I MADE ALEXANDER TRANSLATE FOR ME THIS TIME. IT APPEARED THAT THE [SEXUALLY] INSOLENT FELLOW HAD SAID THAT HIS INDISPOSITION WAS BETTER BUT MIGHT RETURN AT ANY MOMENT. HOWEVER, I KNOW HOW TO DEAL WITH SUCH GENTRY AND I ADDRESSED THEM IN LATIN, TO TEACH THEM THEIR PLACE, AND ORDERED ALEXANDER TO TRANSLATE INTO GREEK. I TOLD THEM ROUNDLY THAT I WAS DISPLEASED WITH MY RECEPTION IN CAESAREA, AND, STILL MORE, IN JERUSALEM, BUT THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE NO REASON TO [SEXUALLY] COMPLAIN OF ME SO LONG AS THEIR [SEXLESS] CONDUCT WAS SINCERELY LOYAL. THEY LISTENED SOURLY AND THEN CAIAPHAS SAID HASTILY THAT THEY KNEW THEIR DUTY TO CAESAR AND TO ROME. I ASKED IF THEY HAD ANY REQUEST TO MAKE OF ME, AND HE REPLIED THAT IT WOULD MAKE FOR GOOD FEELING AND CONTENTMENT IF I WOULD RESTORE THE HIGH PRIEST'S VESTMENTS TO THEIR KEEPING. THAT, I REPLIED, AS AT ALEXANDRIA, WAS A MATTER FOR CAESAR, AND IT WOULD DEPEND ENTIRELY ON THEIR [SEXLESS] CONDUCT WHETHER I COULD MAKE ANY [SEXLESS] RECOMMENDATION. THEN I WENT ON TO SAY THAT I HAD GREATLY ADMIRED WHAT I HAD SEEN OF THE TEMPLE AND I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO INSPECT IT; PERHAPS SOME OF THEM WOULD SHOW ME ITS WONDERS ON THE FOLLOWING DAY. CAIAPHAS ASSENTED. I SUGGESTED THAT THOSE WHO HAD BEEN HIGH PRIESTS SHOULD ACCOMPANY US. THEY ALL LOOKED AT ANNAS. HE BOWED GRAVELY. 'TO THE OUTER COURT!' HE SAID, THIS TIME IN GREEK. REALLY, THE MAN IS INTOLERABLE. 'I KNOW THAT,' I SAID. 'HAVE WE NOT SET UP INSCRIPTIONS BOTH IN GREEK AND IN LATIN FORBIDDING STRANGERS TO PASS BEYOND THE OUTER COURT?' THEN I COULD NOT RESIST TEMPTATION. 'YET I HAVE HEARD,' I ADDED, 'THAT ONE OF MY PREDECESSORS VISITED EVEN THE INMOST CHAMBER.' YOU REMEMBER THAT WHEN CNEIUS POMPEIUS TOOK JERUSALEM IN THE COURSE OF HIS EASTERN CONQUESTS HE PENETRATED TO THE MOST SACRED CHAMBER - AN ACT OF DESECRATION WHICH THEY HAVE NEVER FORGIVEN. YOU SHOULD HAVE SEEN THEIR FACES. A MURMUR OF HORROR AND ANGER BROKE FROM THEM; SOME OF THEM SPAT UPON THE FLOOR; SOME OF THEM TOOK A STEP TOWARDS ME. ANNAS STEPPED FORWARD, BUT I DID NOT GIVE HIM TIME TO SPEAK. 'I HAVE NO [SEXUAL] INTENTION MYSELF,' I SAID, 'TO GO BEYOND THE OUTER COURT, JUST AS I HAVE CONFIDENCE THAT YOU WILL CONTINUE TO PERFORM THE DAILY SACRIFICE IN HONOUR OF CAESAR AND OF ROME.' THAT QUIETED THEM, FOR IT WAS A REMINDER THAT, TOLERANT AS WE ARE, WE DO EXACT FROM THEM A DAILY SYMBOL OF SUBMISSION. POMPEIUS THE GREAT, WHO ENTERED THE HOLY OF HOLIES IN 63 B.C. FINALLY, I TOLD THEM THAT I WOULD EXPECT THEM TO REPORT TO ME PROMPTLY ANY AGITATOR AMONG THE COMMON PEOPLE WHO MIGHT THREATEN TROUBLE. I NEED NOT, I SAID, PARTICULARIZE THE KIND OF TROUBLE THAT I MEANT; THEY KNEW WELL ENOUGH WHAT HAPPENED WHEN SOME ROBBER OR [SEXUAL] FANATIC, HALF CRAZY ABOUT RELIGION OR THE LIBERTY OF HIS COUNTRY, BEGAN TO SET UP HIMSELF AS A LEADER AND COLLECT A FOLLOWING. I RELIED ON THEM FOR LOYAL SUPPORT. WITH THIS I DISMISSED THEM. I SHALL SPEND A FORTNIGHT HERE AND THEN MAKE A ROUND OF INSPECTION BEFORE I RETURN TO CAESAREA. I MUST SEE THE COUNTRY-PEOPLE. I BELIEVE THEY HAVE NOT THE SLIGHTEST UNDERSTANDING OF THE POWER AND IMPORTANCE OF ROME - A MOST DANGEROUS FORM OF IGNORANCE. I SHALL BE GLAD TO GET AWAY, BUT PROCULA WILL BE SORRY TO LEAVE JERUSALEM. SHE FINDS EVERYTHING PICTURESQUE, AND, BESIDES, THEIR RELIGION AND THEIR TEMPLE-WORSHIP ATTRACT HER. IT IS CURIOUS HOW THESE EASTERN RELIGIONS FASCINATE THE WOMEN. IF IT IS NOT EGYPTIAN, IT IS THE JEWISH BRAND; THE GREATER THE MYSTERY AND HOCUS-POCUS, THE READIER THEY ARE TO SUBMIT THEMSELVES TO THE PRIESTS. PROCULA VISITS THE OUTER COURT AND QUESTIONS ALEXANDER ABOUT THEIR WONDERFUL INMOST EMPTY CHAMBER. I TELL HER THAT SOME DAY SHE WILL FORGET AND PASS THROUGH THE BARRIER. THEN IT WILL BE MY UNPLEASANT DUTY TO HAVE HER EXECUTED. BY THE WAY, I HAVE TWO QUESTIONS FOR YOU. HOW MANY SYNAGOGUES ARE THERE IN JERUSALEM? FIFTY, DO YOU SAY? THERE ARE NEARLY FIVE HUNDRED. AND WHO DISCOVERED THE ALPHABET? THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS OR THE ASSYRIANS, YOU REPLY. NO, IT WAS ABRAHAM, THE ANCESTOR OF THE JEWS. YOU DO NOT BELIEVE IT? WHAT PRESUMPTION! NEITHER DO I, BUT THE JEWS DO, OR PRETEND TO. EVERYTHING GOOD MUST HAVE COME OUT OF THE JEWS. I DO NOT KNOW, BUT I EXPECT THEY CLAIM THE DISCOVERY OF FIRE AND THE CARTWHEEL. IT IS A CONSOLATION THAT AT LEAST WE HAVE THE CREDIT FOR THE GOOD ROMAN SWORD. YOUR EQUABLE AND TOLERANT MIND WILL NOT, I FEAR, APPROVE THE TONE OF THIS LETTER. I FREELY CONFESS THAT JERUSALEM DOES NOT IMPROVE MY TEMPER. 
THE FIRST MENTION OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
CAESAREA: I THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTERS AND ESPECIALLY FOR YOUR ZEAL IN DEFENDING MY INTERESTS AGAINST POMPONIUS RUFUS. I WARNED HIM LONG AGO THAT HIS NEW HOUSE, IF BUILT TO THAT HEIGHT, WOULD INTERFERE WITH MY RIGHTS OF LIGHT. THE SLY RASCAL HAS WAITED LONG ENOUGH TO CARRY OUT HIS PLANS. LET HIM DISCOVER IN THE COURTS, MY FRIEND, HOW STAUNCH [DEVOTED] A CHAMPION AND HOW ELOQUENT A [SEXLESS] COUNSEL I POSSESS IN YOU. I HEARD LAST WEEK THAT AN ITINERANT PREACHER HAD TURNED UP IN THE HILL-COUNTRY SOUTH OF JERUSALEM. HIS NAME IS JOHN. AS IT APPEARED THAT HE WAS CAUSING A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF EXCITEMENT, AND MIGHT CAUSE MORE, I SENT JOSEPH TO JERUSALEM ON A MISSION OF INQUIRY. I HAVE GIVEN HIM AUTHORITY, IF HE [SEXLESSLY] THINKS IT NECESSARY, TO SEEK OUT PERSONALLY THE SOURCE OF THE FERMENT AND REPORT WHAT IT AMOUNTS TO. IT MAY BE NOTHING, BUT I OUGHT TO KNOW. 
THE FURTHER NEWS OF JOHN
CAESAREA: I HAVE HEARD FROM JOSEPH. HE SAYS THAT THE MATTER MAY BE SERIOUS, AND AFTER GATHERING SUCH INFORMATION AS IS AVAILABLE IN JERUSALEM, HE HAS GONE OFF INTO THE MOUNTAINS TO HEAR FOR HIMSELF WHAT THE PREACHER JOHN IS SAYING. I WISH HIM JOY OF THE EXPEDITION. IT IS ABOUT AS DISAGREEABLE A REGION AS THERE IS IN THE WHOLE OF MY DOMINION - BLEAK AND BARREN MOUNTAINS, SEAMED WITH DEEP RAVINES AND WATERCOURSES, WHICH LEAD DOWN STEEPLY TO THE VALLEY OF THE JORDAN AND THE DEAD SEA. IT IS CHIEFLY INHABITED, SO FAR AS I CAN ASCERTAIN, BY ILL-OMENED BIRDS, WILD BEASTS, LEPERS AND HALF-MAD HERMITS SUCH AS THIS JOHN SEEMS TO BE. IN JOSEPH'S ABSENCE, I HAVE BEEN EXAMINING THE REPORTS OF OUR SPIES IN OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY. IT APPEARS THAT JOHN'S FAME IS SPREADING AND THE COMMON PEOPLE ARE BEGINNING TO TALK ABOUT HIM. SOME OF THEM ARE SETTING OFF IN HIGH EXPECTATION FOR THE SCENE OF THE PREACHING. I SHALL BE GLAD TO HAVE JOSEPH'S REPORT. THIS IS MY FIRST EXPERIENCE OF THIS SORT OF AGITATION AND I SHALL DEAL FIRMLY WITH IT. ONE MORE WORD ABOUT POMPONIUS. SPARE NO EXPENSE. WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS NOT SO MUCH THAT MY RIGHTS OF LIGHT SHOULD BE PROTECTED AS THAT POMPONIUS SHOULD BE SHOWN TO BE A RASCAL. 
THE EYE-WITNESS'S REPORT ON JOHN
CAESAREA: WHAT I HEAR FROM ROME MAKES ME ALMOST GLAD TO BE A MERE PROCURATOR. A MUTUAL FRIEND OF OURS - I HAD BETTER NOT MENTION NAMES - WRITES TO ME THAT SEJANUS NOT ONLY IS AMBITIOUS OF MARRYING INTO THE FAMILY OF CAESAR, BUT THAT AT THE SAME TIME HE SPEAKS SLIGHTINGLY OF CAESAR HIMSELF. 'MONARCH OF AN ISLET,' HE CALLED HIM THE OTHER DAY - HAD YOU HEARD THAT? I SCARCELY DARE WRITE THE WORDS. IF THESE THINGS GET TO CAESAR'S EARS, I SHALL BE GLAD THAT I DID NOT OWE MY APPOINTMENT TO THE FAVOUR OF SEJANUS. JOSEPH IS BACK AT LAST AND I HAVE BEEN IN CONSULTATION WITH HIM AND ALEXANDER. HE HAD SOME DIFFICULTY TRACKING THE PREACHER DOWN. HE HAD TO GO UP-HILL AND DOWN-DALE IN ALL SORTS OF WEATHER, AND WAS REGARDED WITH AN UNFRIENDLY EYE BY THE JEWS WHO WERE ALSO ON THE ROAD. THERE ARE MANY OF THEM ON THE ROAD, TOO: MOST OF THEM FROM JUDAEA, BUT A GOOD MANY FROM ANTIPAS'S TERRITORY ON THE OTHER SIDE OF JORDAN, AND SOME FROM SAMARIA AND EVEN GALILEE. WHEN HE DID DISCOVER JOHN - THE FELLOW MOVES FROM VILLAGE TO VILLAGE ALL THE TIME - DO YOU KNOW WHAT HE FOUND? ONE OF ANTIPAS'S OFFICERS, WHO WAS WATCHING JOHN ON BEHALF OF HIS MASTER. THE TALK WAS THAT JOHN WOULD SOON BE LEAVING MY TERRITORY AND CROSSING OVER JORDAN TO THAT OF ANTIPAS. I DON'T KNOW WHETHER I SHALL GIVE HIM THE CHANCE. THIS MAY BE A VERY SERIOUS MATTER. JOHN IS JUST ONE OF THOSE PEOPLE OF WHOM I HAVE BEEN WARNED. ACCORDING TO JOSEPH'S REPORT HE IS 'HALF-CLAD, HALF-STARVED AND HALF-CRAZY,' BUT THAT DOES NOT MATTER WITH THESE JEWS. IT IS WHAT HE SAYS THAT COUNTS, OR RATHER, PERHAPS, WHAT THEY CHOOSE TO [SEXLESSLY] THINK HE MEANS. HE IS TELLING THEM THAT THE GREAT TIME, THE NEW ERA, WHICH THEY ALL EXPECT, IS COMING, AND FOR THEM THAT ONLY MEANS ONE THING: NO MORE HERODS, NO MORE ROMANS, NO MORE GOVERNORS, TROOPS OR TAXES. THE IDEA OF LIBERTY, OF INDEPENDENCE, OF THE REVIVAL OF THE GLORIOUS DAYS WHICH THEY ENJOYED UNDER THEIR OLD KINGS - IT'S THAT WHICH DRAWS THEM FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY. JOSEPH DECLARES THAT JOHN HAS ONLY TO ANNOUNCE THAT HE IS THE EXPECTED LEADER AND THE WHOLE COUNTRYSIDE WILL BE ON FIRE. HE MAKES NO PRETENSE, SO JOSEPH SAYS, THAT HE IS HIMSELF A LEADER, BUT HE IS DOING WHAT IS ALMOST AS BAD: HE TELLS THEM THAT A LEADER IS COMING, AND THAT SOON, WHICH IS JUST WHAT THEY ARE LOOKING FOR. I HAVE QUESTIONED ALEXANDER ABOUT THIS AND HE IS WISE AND MYSTERIOUS. I ASKED HIM WHETHER THIS LEADER WAS THE SAME AS THE DELIVERER OR MESSIAH THAT CAIAPHAS HAD SPOKEN OF. HE SAYS NO; THAT BEFORE THE DELIVERER THERE MUST COME, ACCORDING TO THEIR SACRED WRITINGS, AN ADVANCE-GUARD OR MESSENGER OR PROPHET - WHATEVER YOU LIKE TO CALL HIM - AND THAT WHEN THIS PERSON ARRIVES THEN ALL THE PEOPLE WILL KNOW THAT THE DELIVERER HIMSELF IS TO COME NEXT. YOU WILL SEE THAT FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE ROMAN GOVERNOR IT IS ALL THE SAME THING. JOHN PREDICTS THE IMMINENCE OF A NEW PROPHET; THE APPEARANCE OF THE PROPHET WILL BE FOLLOWED BY THAT OF THE DELIVERER, AND THEN CAESAR AND ROME WILL MAKE WAY FOR THE NEW AGE. IT IS, YOU WILL AGREE, IMPOSSIBLE THAT SUCH FANTASTIC BUT PERNICIOUS IDEAS SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO SPREAD AMONG THE PEOPLE. YOU CANNOT IMAGINE THE EXPECTANCY THAT THERE IS EVERYWHERE IN THE AIR HERE. EVERY ONE IS WAITING, WAITING, FOR THINGS THAT ARE TO HAPPEN. I HAVE THE CONVICTION THAT THE BEST PLACE FOR PEOPLE LIKE JOHN IS PRISON, AND THAT IS WHERE I PROPOSE SHORTLY TO PUT HIM. I HAVE WRITTEN TO CAIAPHAS ASKING WHAT HE AND THE SANHEDRIM HAVE TO SAY ABOUT IT AND INFORMING HIM OF WHAT I INTEND. THEY OUGHT TO HAVE REPORTED TO ME BEFORE NOW. I MUST NOT FORGET TO TELL YOU AN AMUSING THING ABOUT JOHN. HE IS TELLING THE JEWS THAT, IN ORDER TO MAKE THEMSELVES WORTHY OF THE GREAT DAYS THAT ARE COMING, THEY MUST HUMBLE THEMSELVES FOR THE WICKED LIVES WHICH THEY HAVE LED. THIS TICKLES ME, AS IT WOULD DO YOU IF YOU KNEW THE JEWS. MOST OF THEM DO NOT RELISH THIS PART OF THE DOCTRINE AT ALL. IN THEIR OWN OPINION THEY HAVE NOTHING TO BE HUMBLE ABOUT; NOR EVER HAVE HAD. THE NEW AGE IS ALL VERY WELL, BUT ITS BUSINESS IS TO SET THE JEWS ABOVE ALL OTHER PEOPLES. HUMILIATION IS PROPER TO GREEKS, ROMANS AND SUCH-LIKE. I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT MY FRIEND ANNAS [SEXLESSLY] THINKS ABOUT HUMBLING HIMSELF AT THE BIDDING OF A RAGGED PREACHER ESCAPED OUT OF A CAVE! BUT I KNOW ALREADY. THE PRIESTS ARE USED TO THE LIKE OF JOHN. THERE IS A WHOLE SECT OF [SEXLESS] FANATICS OF HIS BREED IN THIS COUNTRY - A GOOD MANY OF THEM IN THE VERY REGION THAT HE COMES FROM - WHO LIVE SEVERE LIVES AND DESPISE THE EASY-GOING PRIESTHOOD AT JERUSALEM. ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS WOULD GIVE HIM SHORT SHRIFT, I AM SURE, ESPECIALLY IF HE SHOWED SIGNS OF BECOMING REALLY POPULAR. IT IS ALL VERY WELL FOR THEIR GOD TO PRODUCE A NEW AGE, BUT THE HIGH PRIESTS CERTAINLY EXPECT TO BE CONSULTED FIRST. THIS SEEMS TO ME AN OPPORTUNITY TO ASSERT MYSELF. I SHALL WAIT FOR A LETTER FROM CAIAPHAS, BUT WHATEVER HE SAYS, I NOW INTEND TO STRENGTHEN THE GARRISON AT JERUSALEM. I HOPE FOR YOUR APPROVAL. 
THE IMAGES OF THE CAESARS
CAESAREA: I HAVE HEARD FROM CAIAPHAS ABOUT JOHN. HE SENDS ME AN OFFICIAL ANSWER WHICH IS MOST DISCREETLY FRAMED. YOU MIGHT LIKE THE TEXT OF IT. IT SAYS: 'THE SANHEDRIM, HAVING SENT REPRESENTATIVES TO QUESTION JOHN THE SON OF ZACHARIAS AND HAVING SATISFIED ITSELF THAT HE DOES NOT CLAIM TO BE EITHER THE MESSIAH OF THE JEWS OR ONE OF THE PROPHETS, IS OF THE OPINION THAT HE HAS COMMITTED NO OFFENCE UNDER THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH WOULD JUSTIFY IT IN PUTTING HIM ON HIS TRIAL. AT THE SAME TIME, IT RECOGNIZES THAT THE CIVIL POWER MAY REASONABLY TAKE A WIDER VIEW OF THE CONSEQUENCES WHICH MIGHT FOLLOW AN EXTENSION OF HIS TEACHING.' CAIAPHAS SENT A PRIVATE NOTE BY THE MESSENGER. HE HAS NO OBJECTION TO MY TAKING MEASURES IF I [SEXUALLY] THINK THEM NECESSARY. I AM SURE THAT AT HEART HE AND HIS FRIENDS HOPE I WILL. YOU SEE THE [SEXUAL] GAME. JOHN MAY EASILY BECOME AN EMBARRASSMENT TO THEM, EVEN IF HE IS NOT SO ALREADY. THEY WOULD LIKE HIM OUT OF THE WAY, BUT IT WOULD SUIT THEM BETTER FOR ME TO REMOVE HIM THAN THAT THEY SHOULD BEAR THE ODIUM THEMSELVES. UPON MY WORD, I WOULD NOT OBLIGE THEM BUT THAT I HAVE [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT OF A NEW MEASURE FOR TEACHING BOTH THEM, AND THE COMMON PEOPLE, WHO IS THEIR MASTER HERE. I TOLD YOU THAT I HAD DECIDED TO SEND UP MORE TROOPS TO JERUSALEM IN CASE THIS AFFAIR OF JOHN SHOULD CAUSE DISTURBANCES. I HAVE MADE UP MY MIND THAT THE NEW TROOPS SHALL THIS TIME CARRY THE IMPERIAL IMAGES ON THE STANDARDS WHEN THEY ENTER JERUSALEM. 'WHAT MADNESS!' I HEAR YOU SAY, AND AT ONCE YOU CONJURE UP VISIONS OF RIOT, TUMULT AND OPEN WAR. BUT LISTEN. YOU DO NOT GIVE YOUR PILATE SUFFICIENT CREDIT FOR SAGACITY. DO YOU [SEXLESSLY] THINK THAT ONLY JEWS ARE [SEXLESSLY] CUNNING? MY TROOPS WILL ENTER JERUSALEM IN THE DEAD OF NIGHT. IN THE MORNING, WHEN THE JEWS AWAKE, GO ABOUT THEIR BUSINESS, THRONG INTO THE TEMPLE, THEY WILL SEE THE STANDARDS, WITH THE IMAGES PROMINENTLY DISPLAYED UPON THEM, ALREADY ESTABLISHED ON THE RAMPARTS OF THE ANTONIA. THEY WILL STORM THE ANTONIA, YOU SAY? TELL THAT TO THE MARINES. BUT, IF THEY DID ATTEMPT IT, WHAT A STORY I SHOULD HAVE TO SEND TO ROME! THE TIRESOME, TREACHEROUS JEWS MAKING A DIRECT ATTACK UPON CAESAR'S IMAGES AND THE STANDARDS OF THE LEGIONS AFTER I HAD SO FAR RESPECTED THEIR SCRUPLES AS TO SEND THE TROOPS IN UNDER COVER OF THE DARK! WHAT WOULD OUR PATRIOTIC ROMAN MOB [MAFIA] SAY TO THAT STORY? WHY, I SHOULD BE A HERO FOR A DAY AND HAVE THE SYRIAN LEGIONS PLACED AT MY DISPOSAL. BUT DO NOT FEAR. WHEN JERUSALEM HEARS THAT THE TALKER JOHN IS TO BE ARRESTED AND SEES THE ROMAN EAGLES IN ITS MIDST, IT WILL [SEXLESSLY] THINK TWICE BEFORE OPENLY RESISTING. CAIAPHAS WILL BE SHOCKED AT MY IMPRUDENCE, BUT IT IS TIME THEY UNDERSTOOD THAT THEY ARE PART OF THE ROMAN STATE, AND I HAVE GIVEN MARCIUS HIS ORDERS. I AM SENDING YOU SOME SYRIAN POTTERY. I HOPE YOUR SLAVES ARE MORE CAREFUL THAN MINE. I HAVE TOLD MINE THAT THE NEXT ONE WHO DAMAGES A VALUABLE VASE OR STATUE WILL FIGURE AT THE GAMES, AND NOT AS A SPECTATOR. 
THE ROMAN'S BURDEN
CAESAREA: COMMEND ME, MY FRIEND, FOR A GOOD ROMAN. I TOO AM CARRYING THE BLESSINGS OF ITALY TO THE BENIGHTED EAST. I HAVE BROUGHT TWO SURVEYORS, ONE FROM ALEXANDRIA AND ONE FROM ANTIOCH. I HAVE INSTRUCTED THEM TO PRESENT PLANS TO ME FOR REMAKING CERTAIN ROADS, FOR CONSTRUCTING BATHS AT SAMARIA, AND FOR LEADING A GOOD SUPPLY OF WATER TO JERUSALEM FROM THE SPRINGS SOUTH OF THE CITY. I SHALL GET NO THANKS FOR THIS, BUT WHERE OR WHEN DOES THE ROMAN RECEIVE GRATITUDE FOR THE BENEFITS WHICH HE BRINGS TO THE EASTERN PEOPLES? THEY LIVE LIKE PIGS AND WHEN HE RAISES THEM FROM THEIR FILTHY STATE, THEY ONLY COMPLAIN THAT HE SWEATS MONEY OUT OF THEM TO PAY FOR PUBLIC WORKS WHICH HE WANTS AND NOT THEY. WAS IT NOT CAESAR AUGUSTUS - OR WAS IT THE GREAT JULIUS - WHO CALLED THIS THE ROMAN'S BURDEN, WHICH, WHATEVER HIS [SEXLESS] INCLINATIONS, HE CANNOT AVOID? WOULD YOU BELIEVE THAT AT SAMARIA THERE ARE NO BATHS, ALTHOUGH OUR OFFICERS, BOTH MILITARY AND CIVIL, GO UP THERE IN THE HOT WEATHER FOR THEIR HEALTH? AS TO THE ROADS, I PROPOSE TO RECONSTRUCT THAT WHICH RUNS ALONG THE COAST AND THE TWO WHICH RUN INTO JERUSALEM FROM THE NORTH AND THE EAST. OUR TROOPS WILL MOVE MUCH MORE QUICKLY, AND SO OF COURSE WILL TRADE AND THE PILGRIM TRAFFIC, WHICH WILL HELP MY REVENUES. AS TO THE WATER-SUPPLY, IT WILL BE A PURE BENEFACTION TO JERUSALEM FOR WHICH THEY OUGHT TO SET ME UP A STATUE. YET, DO YOU KNOW, THE ONLY QUESTION THAT INTERESTS THEM AT ALL IS, WHO IS TO PAY FOR IT. HOW IN THE WORLD THEY SURVIVE AT ALL UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS AT THE TIME OF THEIR GREAT FESTIVALS, I CANNOT UNDERSTAND. NORMALLY, PERHAPS, JERUSALEM HAS SOME 50,000 INHABITANTS, AND THERE ARE ONLY A FEW WELLS OF WATER TO SUPPLY THEM ALL. BUT AT THE TIME OF THE PASSOVER THE PILGRIMS ARRIVE BY TENS OF THOUSANDS. NO ONE KNOWS THE EXACT TOTAL, BUT SOME SAY THAT THERE ARE HALF A MILLION PEOPLE CROWDED INTO JERUSALEM AND THE SURROUNDING VILLAGES. JERUSALEM ITSELF IS PACKED OUT; THEY SLEEP ON THE ROOFS AND EVEN IN THE STREETS, AND THEY FLOCK IN DROVES EACH MORNING FROM THE SURROUNDING COUNTRY. WHERE DO THEY ALL GET THEIR WATER FROM FOR DRINKING AND FOR THEIR CEREMONIAL WASHINGS? I CANNOT TELL YOU, UNLESS PERHAPS THEIR GOD YAHWEH PROVIDES IT BY A MIRACLE OR THE FESTIVAL COUNTS AS A CONTINUOUS SABBATH AND THEY MUST NOT DRINK AT ALL. HOWEVER, WATER THEY SHALL HAVE, BOTH CLEAN AND PLENTIFUL, WHETHER THEY LIKE IT OR NOT, AND PAY FOR IT THEY MUST ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THE ROMAN PROVINCES. THE TROOPS HAVE GONE, WITH MARCIUS IN COMMAND. THEY CARRY THE IMAGES OF THREE CAESARS - TIBERIUS HIMSELF, AUGUSTUS AND JULIUS. THEY WILL BE IN THE ANTONIA BEFORE DAWN TO-MORROW. I ADDRESSED THE MEN PERSONALLY. I TOLD THEM THAT THE NAME OF ROME AND THE CAESARS WAS IN THEIR CHARGE AND THAT THEY MUST PROTECT IT, BUT THAT ON THEIR SIDE THERE MUST BE NO PROVOCATION. I HAVE TOLD MARCIUS TO SEND A TROOP, ARREST JOHN AND DISPATCH HIM TO ME AT CAESAREA. I MUST DO THIS IN ANY CASE, SINCE IF ANTIPAS KNOWS, AS HE DOES, THAT DISAFFECTION IS BEING STIRRED UP ON MY SIDE OF THE BORDER, HE WILL MAKE THE MOST OF IT. 
THE CONFLICT WITH THE JEWS
CAESAREA: NOW I HAVE NEWS FOR YOU. I HAVE HAD THE MOST EXCITING WEEK OF MY LIFE. TRULY I HAVE PUT THE FAT IN THE FIRE. JERUSALEM IS IN AN UPROAR, THE HUBBUB SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, AND HERE IN CAESAREA I AM BESET BY A MULTITUDE OF ANGRY JEWS. AT THE FIRST ALL WENT WELL. THE TROOPS REACHED THE ANTONIA WHILE IT WAS STILL DARK AND THE STANDARDS WERE ERECTED ON THE BATTLEMENTS. THEY COULD BE SEEN FROM SOME PARTS OF THE TEMPLE. I MUST TELL YOU THAT WITH THE EARLIEST DAWN THE PRIESTS BEGIN THEIR PREPARATIONS FOR THE MORNING SACRIFICE AND SOON THE CROWD OF WORSHIPPERS ASSEMBLES. (A GOOD CUSTOM, SINCE IT MAKES THE PEOPLE GET UP EARLY.) IT WAS BARELY DAYLIGHT WHEN SOME ONE DISCOVERED THE IMAGES ON THE STANDARD-POLES. THEY HAVE THE EYES OF HAWKS WHERE WE ARE CONCERNED. AT ONCE THERE WAS AN OUTCRY. SOME OF THEM RUSHED TO THE ANTONIA, OTHERS TO THE PRIESTS, OTHERS BACK INTO THE TOWN TO SPREAD THE NEWS. CAIAPHAS WAS ROUND AT THE ANTONIA IN NO TIME AND BEGGED MARCIUS AT ANY RATE TO REMOVE THE STANDARDS FROM THE PUBLIC VIEW. MARCIUS POLITELY SAID NO AND REFERRED HIM TO ME. CAIAPHAS SAID HE WOULD HAVE TO TAKE A STRONG LINE; HE HAD ALREADY SUMMONED THE SANHEDRIM; THEY WOULD COMPLAIN NOT ONLY TO ME BUT TO ROME AND WOULD TELL THE PEOPLE SO, BUT THAT HE WAS DOUBTFUL WHETHER THE MOB [MAFIA] COULD BE RESTRAINED FROM AN ACTUAL ATTACK UPON THE CITADEL. MARCIUS DID NOT BUDGE AND CAIAPHAS WAS AT HIS WITS' END WHAT TO DO. MEANWHILE, ALL JERUSALEM GATHERED IN THE TEMPLE, AND ROUND THE ANTONIA. THEY THREATENED NOT ONLY US BUT THE SANHEDRIM AS WELL. MANY OF THEM CARRIED CLUBS AND STONES, AND WHEN CAIAPHAS EMERGED FROM THE OFFICES OF THE SANHEDRIM TO ADDRESS THEM, THEY MENACED HIM VIOLENTLY, ACCUSING THE SANHEDRIM OF HAVING BROUGHT THIS 'INSULT' ON THEIR RELIGION BY ITS TOLERANCE OF US AND DEMANDING THAT IT SHOULD AT ONCE SECURE ITS REMOVAL. CAIAPHAS REPLIED THAT THE SANHEDRIM WOULD DO ITS UTMOST, BUT THERE MUST BE NO VIOLENCE; THEY WOULD AT ONCE SEND A POWERFUL DEPUTATION TO ME AT CAESAREA AND, IF I DID NOT YIELD, THEY WOULD FORTHWITH APPEAL TO CAESAR AND ASK FOR MY REMOVAL. HE ADDED THAT IF ANY OF THE CROWD CHOSE TO ACCOMPANY THE DEPUTATION THEY COULD DO SO; THEY COULD HELP TO PROVE TO ME HOW DEEPLY MOVED THEY WERE BY THIS ACT OF SACRILEGE, BUT THEY WOULD ONLY DO SERIOUS INJURY TO THEIR RELIGION AND THEIR COUNTRY BY AN UPROAR IN JERUSALEM. CAIAPHAS IS A SHREWD MAN. HE PROVIDED THEM WITH AN OUTLET FOR THEIR ANGER AND HIMSELF WITH THE MEANS (AS HE HOPED) OF INTIMIDATING ME. TAKING HIM AT HIS WORD, THEY HAVE COME TO CAESAREA. YES, MY DEAR SENECA, THEY LEFT THEIR WORK AND THEIR RELIGION AND SET OFF TO WALK, THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF THEM, TO ME AT CAESAREA. THEY CAME NOT ONLY FROM JERUSALEM BUT FROM A HUNDRED TOWNS AND VILLAGES; EVERYWHERE, AS THE NEWS SPREAD, THEY SET OFF FOR CAESAREA. WHEN I HEARD WHAT WAS HAPPENING, I WENT UP ON THE ROOF OF THE PALACE - THIS WAS FOUR DAYS AGO - AND THE ROADS WERE BLACK WITH THEM AS FAR AS THE EYE COULD SEE. THEY WERE MARCHING STEADILY LIKE MEN WITH A [SEXLESS] PURPOSE, AS PEOPLE DO IN ROME WHEN THEY ARE GOING TO THE GAMES. ALL AGES WERE THERE, FROM GREYBEARDS DOWN TO BOYS. THEIR MOST LEARNED RABBIS CAME, EACH WITH A FOLLOWING OF PUPILS AND ADMIRERS. A CROWD OF PRIESTS FROM THE TEMPLE ESCORTED THE DEPUTATION, WHICH WAS LED BY CAIAPHAS AND ANNAS. WHEN THE DEPUTATION ENTERED THE PALACE THERE WAS A TREMENDOUS SCENE OF ENTHUSIASM AMONG THEM. THE REST OF THE POPULATION LOOKS ON SOURLY. WITH A LITTLE MORE PROVOCATION, THERE WOULD BE A MASSACRE. I RATHER ENJOYED THE CONVERSATION WITH THE PRIESTS. CAIAPHAS WAS DIGNIFIED, ANNAS TRUCULENT, AND HIS SON ELEAZAR (FORMERLY HIGH PRIEST) NOISY. BUT ONE AND ALL THEY ARE ANXIOUS TO GET OUT OF A HOLE. THEY ARE AFRAID OF THE MOB [MAFIA] AND STILL MORE AFRAID OF THEIR ENEMIES IN JERUSALEM WHO ARE BUSY UNDERMINING THEIR POSITION, CALLING THEM PRO-ROMANS, 'ABETTORS OF IDOLATRY' (THE [SEXUAL] CRIME OF [SEXUAL] CRIMES IN THE EYES OF A GOOD JEW), TRAITORS AND THE LIKE. YOU CAN READILY IMAGINE THE ARGUMENTS. ON THEIR SIDE, NO PROCURATOR HAD EVER DONE SUCH A THING BEFORE; CAESAR WOULD DISAPPROVE OF IT; CAESAR HAD ALWAYS BEEN CONSIDERATE; NEITHER I, NOR CAESAR - ESPECIALLY CAESAR - COULD [SEXUALLY] DESIRE RIOT AND OPEN REVOLT, WHICH WERE TO BE EXPECTED IF I DID NOT CANCEL MY ORDER. ON MY PART, THE PRESENCE OF THE IMAGES WAS AN ORDINARY SIGN OF THE ROMAN AUTHORITY; IT WAS MUCH LESS OFFENSIVE THAN THE DAILY SACRIFICE WHICH ALREADY THEY PERFORMED TO CAESAR AND TO ROME; I HAD GONE OUT OF MY WAY TO SPARE THEIR FEELINGS BY SENDING THE TROOPS IN UNDER COVER OF THE NIGHT; TO WITHDRAW THE IMAGES NOW WOULD BE AN UNPRECEDENTED HUMILIATION OF CAESAR AND TO WITHDRAW THEM IN THE FACE OF THREATS WOULD BE A SIGNAL PROOF OF WEAKNESS. SINCE THIS MEETING THEY HAVE BEEN HERE SEVERAL TIMES, BOTH PUBLICLY AND PRIVATELY, AND AT INTERVALS THEY HARANGUE THE CROWD. I HAVE TOLD CAIAPHAS THAT HE MUST ORDER HIS PEOPLE TO GO BACK HOME, BUT HE SAYS THAT THE MOST HE CAN DO IS TO KEEP THEM QUIET BY PROMISING TO GIVE ME NO PEACE UNTIL HE HAS PERSUADED ME. THEIR NUMBERS, SO FAR FROM DIMINISHING, INCREASE STEADILY. A GREAT MANY PEOPLE COME IN FROM CURIOSITY, BUT ALL KINDS OF WILD [SEXUAL] FANATICS ARE ARRIVING FROM DISTANT PARTS AND MAKING VIOLENT SPEECHES. I DON'T KNOW HOW THEY ALL SUBSIST, BUT I SUPPOSE A GOOD [SEXLESS] QUARREL OVER RELIGION IS MEAT AND DRINK TO THEM. THE SITUATION CANNOT LAST, BUT I CONFESS I FIND IT A LITTLE DIFFICULT TO DEAL WITH. I COULD DISPERSE THEM BY FORCE, BUT I DO NOT WANT BLOODSHED; ALL THE PEOPLE AT ROME WHO ARE FOR PEACE AND QUIETNESS (AND WHO DON'T IN THE LEAST UNDERSTAND THE DIFFICULTIES OF PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS) WOULD BE UP IN ARMS AGAINST ME. ON THE OTHER HAND, I OUGHT NOT TO YIELD. I DEARLY WANT TO TEACH THESE JEWS A LESSON. BESIDES, IT IS REALLY IMPORTANT, AS A MATTER OF POLICY, TO BREAK DOWN THEIR EXCLUSIVENESS, AND I HAVE MADE A BEGINNING. SO FAR FROM ROMAN RULE BEING GENUINELY ACCEPTED HERE, THERE IS A SLOW BUT STEADY MOVEMENT AGAINST IT AND AGAINST THE PRIESTS WHO TOLERATE IT. UNLESS WE BEGIN TO BREAK THEIR OBSTINACY, WE SHALL, BEFORE LONG, HAVE TO RECONQUER JUDAEA. IF I COULD ONLY RELY ON PROPER SUPPORT AT HOME, BUT THERE - I KNOW THAT WHEN I TALK WITH HAND ON SWORD-HILT I MUST NOT EXPECT TOO MUCH SYMPATHY FROM YOU. I WISH YOU HAD THE JOB YOURSELF FOR A FEW MONTHS. I WILL LET YOU KNOW THE UPSHOT. 
THE DEFEAT OF PILATE
CAESAREA: I THANK JOVE THAT THE PLACE IS CLEAR OF JEWS AGAIN. THE LAST OF THEIR RAG-TAG-AND-BOBTAIL IS DISAPPEARING INTO THE MOUNTAINS, AND I WRITE TO YOU, MY DEAR SENECA, IN HASTE TO TELL YOU WHAT HAS HAPPENED. I SHALL BE QUITE FRANK WITH YOU, FOR THE TRUTH IS THAT I MAY NEED THE HELP OF YOU AND OF MY OTHER FRIENDS. I AM GLAD THAT CAESAR HIMSELF IS NOT IN ROME, FOR I CANNOT CONCEAL FROM MYSELF THAT THE FACTS MIGHT BE MISREPRESENTED TO HIM. NO, I SAID I WOULD BE FRANK WITH YOU; I SHOULD BE AFRAID THAT THE FACTS MIGHT BE REPORTED TO HIM TRULY. AFTER FOUR DAYS THE JEWS SHOWED NO SIGNS OF WEAKENING. THEY STOOD AND SAT AND SLEPT AND SAID THEIR PRAYERS ALL ROUND THE PALACE AND IN THE ADJOINING STREETS AND SQUARES. ESPECIALLY THEY SAID THEIR PRAYERS. MARCIUS WROTE TO ME THAT EVERYTHING IN JERUSALEM WAS AT A STANDSTILL AND THAT HE WAS PASSIVELY BESIEGED IN THE ANTONIA. JOSEPH REPORTED THAT THE SANHEDRIM HAD SENT ENVOYS TO HEROD ANTIPAS, HIS BROTHER AND THE GOVERNOR OF SYRIA BEGGING THEM TO INTERVENE WITH ME ON THE GROUND THAT A SERIOUS OUTBREAK IN JUDAEA WOULD HAVE AN UNPLEASANT REPERCUSSION IN THEIR TERRITORIES. THE PRIESTS HAD ALSO CHOSEN THE MISSION WHICH THEY WOULD, IF NEED BE, SEND TO ROME. I DETERMINED TO USE A DIRECT THREAT OF MILITARY FORCE. I ANNOUNCED THAT ON THE NEXT DAY - THE SIXTH DAY OF THESE PROCEEDINGS - THE JEWS WERE TO ASSEMBLE IN THE MARKET-PLACE EARLY IN THE MORNING AND I WOULD ADDRESS THEM PERSONALLY. AT THE SAME TIME, I ORDERED ALL THE AVAILABLE TROOPS TO BE CONCEALED IN THE SURROUNDING BUILDINGS. AT THE CONCLUSION OF MY SPEECH THEY WERE TO POUR OUT AND ADVANCE UPON THE JEWS. THE MARKET-PLACE IS AN OPEN SPACE WHICH WILL HOLD TWENTY THOUSAND PEOPLE, AND IT WAS PACKED. THE DIN, WHEN I ARRIVED, WAS INDESCRIBABLE. FOR TEN MINUTES THEY SHOUTED AT ME AND AT ONE ANOTHER. THEY BEHAVED LIKE MADMEN. I DO NOT KNOW WHAT THEY WERE SAYING; I DOUBT WHETHER MANY OF THEM KNEW THEMSELVES. THE PRIESTS, WHO HAD MADE A LINE (TO PROTECT ME, I BELIEVE) IN FRONT OF THE RAISED PLATFORM ON WHICH I SAT, COULD NOT OBTAIN SILENCE. AT LAST I ROSE, GAVE A SIGNAL TO MY OFFICIALS AND MADE AS THOUGH TO LEAVE. THAT QUIETED THEM FOR A SECOND AND CAIAPHAS, MOUNTING THE PLATFORM, TOLD THEM THAT THE SANHEDRIM HAD ASKED ME TO ADDRESS THEM PERSONALLY (THIS WAS NOT TRUE) AND THAT IT WAS THEIR DUTY TO LISTEN QUIETLY. THEY BECAME SILENT FOR THE TIME. I WAS POLITE, I WAS CONCILIATORY. I TOLD THEM THAT CAESAR HAD ALWAYS BEEN ANXIOUS NOT TO INTERFERE WITH THEIR RELIGION AND THAT I WAS NO LESS DISPOSED THAN OTHER GOVERNORS TO RESPECT THEIR SCRUPLES. BUT THIS WAS NOT RELIGION, IT WAS PURELY AN ADMINISTRATIVE ACT TO WHICH THEY OUGHT NOT TO TAKE EXCEPTION. THEY COULD NOT EXPECT TO BE EXEMPT FROM THE SYMBOLS OF ROMAN DOMINION, I MIGHT ALMOST SAY OF ROMAN CITIZENSHIP, WHICH WERE COMMON TO THE WHOLE CIVILIZED WORLD. AT THIS, MURMURS AROSE. I WAS WILLING, I SAID, TO CONSIDER ANY REASONABLE REQUEST THAT THEY MIGHT MAKE, BUT FIRST OF ALL THEY MUST RETURN QUIETLY TO THEIR HOMES. UNTIL THAT, NOTHING COULD BE DONE. OR DID THEY DESIRE TO ENTER ON A CONFLICT WITH THE POWER OF ROME? I CEASED ABRUPTLY AND GAVE THE SIGNAL. IMMEDIATELY THE TROOPS APPEARED ON EVERY SIDE AND, WITH ALL THEIR WEAPONS READY FOR IMMEDIATE USE, HEMMED IN THE CROWD. WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE THEY DID, WISEST OF THE WISE MEN OF ROME? FALL INTO PANIC, TREMBLE BEFORE THE ROMAN SWORD, SEEK TO ESCAPE? THEY SHOWED NO SIGNS OF IT. ASSAIL THE TROOPS, PLUNGE INTO THE CONFLICT WITH WHICH I THREATENED THEM? NOT FOR A MOMENT. AT FIRST, THEY WERE TAKEN ABACK AND MADE NO SOUND OR MOVEMENT. THEN ONE OF THEIR LEADERS IN FRONT OF ME CRIED OUT LOUDLY IN ARAMAIC AND, BARING HIS NECK TO THE SWORD, KNELT DOWN BEFORE THE SOLDIER NEAREST TO HIM. HE HAD SAID, SO I WAS TOLD, THAT SOONER WOULD THEY SUFFER DEATH THAN YIELD. IN A FLASH THEY FOLLOWED HIS EXAMPLE. EVERYWHERE, PRIESTS AND PEOPLE ALIKE, THEY DID THE SAME THING. THEY STRUGGLED AMONG THEMSELVES TO GET TO THE FRONT IN ORDER TO PRESENT THEIR NECKS TO THE ROMAN EXECUTIONER AND BEHIND THE LUCKY ONES THEY KNELT DOWN WITH BARED NECKS, ROW AFTER ROW, THOUSANDS UPON THOUSANDS, TO AWAIT THEIR TURN. THE POSITION WAS LUDICROUS. I COULD NOT VERY WELL ORDER A WHOLESALE BUTCHERY. I HAD NEVER INTENDED TO. EVEN HAD THEY HAD BUT ONE HEAD I COULD NOT HAVE CUT IT OFF, THOUGH IT WOULD HAVE GIVEN ME THE GREATEST [SEXUAL] PLEASURE. I HAD FAILED AND KNEW IT. IT TOOK BUT A FEW SECONDS FOR ME TO MAKE UP MY MIND. I SIGNALED TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS TO FOLLOW ME AND WITHDREW FOR CONSULTATION. LET ME CUT SHORT THE STORY OF MY HUMILIATION. I ANNOUNCED THAT I WAS DEEPLY IMPRESSED BY THEIR DEVOTION TO THEIR RELIGION (AND THAT WAS TRUE ENOUGH), BUT THAT WHAT IMPRESSED ME MOST WAS THE ORDER AND CALM RESOLUTION WHICH THEY EXHIBITED. HAD IT BEEN OTHERWISE, HAD THEY SOUGHT TO INTIMIDATE ME BY VIOLENCE - BUT YOU SEE THE ARGUMENT AND, THOUGH YOU MAY SMILE, I ASSURE YOU THAT THE PRIESTS DID NOT. THEY THANKED ME GRAVELY AND CAIAPHAS WENT OUT AND ANNOUNCED MY DECISION IN ALMOST MY OWN WORDS, ADDING THAT THEY MUST HAVE CONFIDENCE IN ME AND IN THEIR PRIESTS AND RETURN QUIETLY TO THEIR HOMES. THEREAFTER JUBILATION, THANKSGIVING AND, OF COURSE, MORE PRAYERS. YAHWEH GETS THE CREDIT FOR IT. ALL DAY LONG THEY HAVE BEEN DEPARTING, SINGING THEIR PSALMS. LET THEM SING WHILE THEY MAY. BUT IF SOME DAY THEY GET A DIFFERENT SORT OF GOVERNOR FROM ME, IF CAESAR ABANDONS HIS POLICY OF PATIENT TOLERATION, IF THEIR WILD [SEXLESS] FANATICS OVERTHROW THESE [SEXLESS] POLITIC AND [SEXLESS] CUNNING PRIESTS, IF THE ROMAN ARMIES MARCH - WILL YAHWEH SAVE THEM THEN? I LOOK TO YOU AND TO MY OTHER FRIENDS TO PUT THE BEST FACE ON IT WHEN THIS STORY REACHES ROME. AFTER ALL, I HAVE BUT SOUGHT TO COMPEL RESPECT FOR CAESAR AND HIS IMAGES HAVE LORDED IT ABOVE THEIR TEMPLE FOR A WEEK. IT IS A BEGINNING, EVEN IF AT THE FINISH I HAVE LOST THE THROW. NOW I AWAIT THE PREACHER JOHN. MARCIUS SHOULD BY NOW HAVE LAID HIM BY THE HEELS. WHEN HE IS SAFELY HERE IN GOAL, THE SWORD SHALL DEAL WITH HIM. IF THEIR VICTORY OVER ME MAKES THEM [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT THE NEW AGE HAS BEGUN, I WILL AT LEAST TAKE CARE THAT THE PROPHET DOES NOT LIVE TO SEE IT. SO, YOU HAVE BEEN READING ONE OF YOUR TRAGEDIES TO AN ADMIRING AUDIENCE IN ROME? I AM SURE IT WILL BE FULL OF FINE SENTIMENTS. WOULD I, WERE THERE TO LISTEN, TO THEM. WOULD YOU, WERE HERE THAT YOU MIGHT APPLY THEM TO THESE INCORRIGIBLE JEWS, WITH ME, TO WATCH THE FUN. 
THE ARREST OF JOHN BY HEROD ANTIPAS
CAESAREA: MARCIUS HAS RETURNED TO CAESAREA BRINGING TWO PIECES OF INFORMATION. THE FIRST IS THAT I HAVE BECOME POPULAR IN JERICHO, THE BORDER-CITY DOWN BY THE RIVER JORDAN. IT IS A MOST IMPORTANT PLACE, FOR THE COMMERCE OF THE LOWER JORDAN VALLEY PASSES THROUGH IT AND THE CUSTOMS-REVENUE IS LARGE. SOME TIME AGO COMPLAINTS OF GROSS EXTORTION AGAINST THE CUSTOMS-STAFF WERE MADE TO ME. THE CHIEF COLLECTOR IS - WAS, I SHOULD SAY - A LOW-CLASS JEW. HE WAS ROBBING THE MERCHANTS RIGHT AND LEFT AND THE PROCEEDS WERE NOT REACHING MY TREASURY. ONE OF HIS UNDERLINGS, ANOTHER JEW, WHO [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT HE WAS NOT GETTING A FAIR SHARE OF THE SPOILS, BETRAYED HIM AND TWO SUBORDINATES. IT WAS A BAD CASE; THEY HAD KEPT BACK SOME OF OUR MONEYS AS WELL AS THE PROFITS OF THEIR OWN EXTORTIONS. I TRIED THEM HERE IN CAESAREA AND THEN SENT THEM BACK TO JERICHO, THE LEADER TO BE CRUCIFIED AND THE OTHER TWO TO BE SCOURGED TO DEATH. THE JEWS WERE DELIGHTED, NOT ONLY BECAUSE THE CHIEF COLLECTOR HAD ROBBED THEM BUT BECAUSE HE WAS A JEW WHOM THEY HATED FOR ENTERING OUR SERVICE. NOW THEY CAN HATE HIS SUCCESSOR, FOR I AM GOING TO APPOINT THE INFORMER TO HIS PLACE. I OUGHT TO BE ABLE TO RELY ON HIS LOYALTY IF HE IS NOT MURDERED BY HIS COUNTRYMEN. THE OTHER NEWS IS THAT JOHN HAS ESCAPED ME. HE WENT ON ONE OF HIS PREACHING EXPEDITIONS INTO ANTIPAS'S COUNTRY. THE RESULT WAS THE SAME AS WITH US: CROWDS OF WRETCHED PEASANTS WORKING THEMSELVES UP INTO FRENZY AND WANTING TO KNOW WHETHER THEY COULD NOT FOLLOW HIS LEADERSHIP. ANTIPAS CAN DO WITH TALK OF A NEW KINGDOM EVEN LESS THAN WE CAN. IF THERE IS ANY TROUBLE IN HIS COUNTRY, ROMAN TROOPS WILL BE SENT IN TO HELP HIM, AND ONCE THEY ARE THERE IT WILL BE GOOD-BYE TO HIS RIDICULOUS LITTLE MONARCHY. HE KNOWS THAT AND HE WAS WAITING FOR JOHN. THE PREACHER IS SAFELY PUT AWAY NOW IN THE DUNGEONS OF MACHAERUS, AN UNPLEASANT, GLOOMY FORTRESS IN THE HILLS EAST OF THE DEAD SEA. I SHOULD SAY THAT HE HAS SEEN THE LAST OF HIS JUDAEA. IF ANTIPAS HAS ANY SENSE, HE WILL MAKE AN END OF HIM. IT IS THE ONLY SAFE METHOD, BELIEVE ME, WITH PEOPLE WHO MIX UP THEIR RELIGION AND THEIR POLITICS. I AM NOT SORRY, ON REFLECTION, THAT ANTIPAS HAS TAKEN THIS BUSINESS ON HIMSELF. A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF ODIUM WILL ATTACH TO HIM, FOR JOHN HAS MANY FOLLOWERS. BUT SOMETIMES, WHEN I LIE AWAKE AT NIGHT, I WISH THAT I HAD HAD THE HANDLING OF JOHN. THE JERICHO TAX-COLLECTOR IS A POOR SUBSTITUTE. 
THE PROBLEM OF THE AQUEDUCT
CAESAREA: I WAS NOT SURPRISED TO HEAR THAT THE TWO HERODS HAD LODGED A COMPLAINT AGAINST ME AT ROME WHEN THEY HEARD ABOUT THE IMAGES. THE DOGS! THEY HAVE THE MORALS OF THE MONGREL TRIBES FROM WHICH THEY SPRING. BUT - THANKS NO DOUBT TO YOU AND MY OTHER FRIENDS - I HAVE DEFEATED THEM. I HAVE RECEIVED AN OFFICIAL LETTER IN CAESAR'S NAME (WRITTEN BY ONE OF SEJANUS'S FREEDMEN) COMMENDING ME FOR GETTING OUT OF A DIFFICULT SITUATION WITHOUT BLOODSHED AND AT THE SAME TIME CENSURING MY [SEXUAL] ACTION IN GETTING INTO IT. THE MORAL IS THAT ONE MUST NOT FAIL; ONE SHOULD INDEED [SEXLESSLY] THINK LONG BEFORE TAKING [SEXLESS] ACTION BUT THEN GO THROUGH DESPITE ALL OPPOSITION. ANTIPAS IS TOO BUSY WITH HIS SCHEMES AGAINST ME. IT IS MANY WEEKS NOW SINCE HE IMPRISONED JOHN AND HE HAS JUST SENT ME A LETTER, A SUAVE PIECE OF HYPOCRISY, SAYING THAT A CERTAIN JOHN, A DANGEROUS [SEXLESS] FANATIC, HAD BEEN ARRESTED ON HIS SIDE OF THE FRONTIER, BUT SINCE THE MAN BELONGED TO MY PROVINCE AND HAD PREACHED DISAFFECTION FOR A CONSIDERABLE TIME WITHIN MY BORDER, HE PRESUMED THAT I WOULD WISH TO DEAL WITH HIM MYSELF AND HE WAS THEREFORE READY TO HAND HIM OVER TO ME. I HAVE REPLIED THAT MY OFFICERS WOULD SEVERAL TIMES HAVE ARRESTED JOHN HAD HE NOT BEEN ABLE TO TAKE REFUGE IN ANTIPAS'S TERRITORY AND THAT ANTIPAS HAD THEREFORE BETTER HANDLE THE INCIDENTS THAT AROSE ON HIS OWN GROUND. I MAY HAVE YET TO FACE DIFFICULTIES OF MY OWN, FOR I HEAR THAT SOME OF JOHN'S FOLLOWERS ARE GOING UP AND DOWN, FOLLOWING HIS EXAMPLE AND, NEEDLESS TO SAY, DECLARING THAT THEIR MASTER WILL COME BACK. IT IS A RELIEF TO TURN TO THE MAKING OF ROADS AND AQUEDUCTS. I AM REALLY HAPPY WHEN I SEE THE GANGS OF LABOURERS AT WORK ON THE HILL-ROADS UP TO JERUSALEM: 'ROADS,' MARK YOU, MY GOOD SENECA, NOT 'ROAD,' FOR I AM REMAKING BOTH THAT WHICH RUNS UP FROM THE COAST AND THAT WHICH LEADS UP FROM THE JORDAN AND JERICHO. 'WHY BOTHER?' YOU SAY. 'IS THAT NOT AN [SEXUAL] EXTRAVAGANCE?' NO, BECAUSE BY THOSE ROADS THE MATERIALS COME UP FOR MY JERUSALEM AQUEDUCT. I SHALL BE PROUD OF THE AQUEDUCT, I CAN ASSURE YOU. I SHALL RELY ON IT TO PERPETUATE MY NAME IN HISTORY. I HAVE SPENT MORE TIME IN THE HILLS SOUTH OF JERUSALEM DURING THE LAST FEW WEEKS THAN I HAVE SPENT IN CAESAREA. THERE ARE TWENTY-FOUR MILES OF THE ROUGHEST COUNTRY IMAGINABLE TO BE SUBDUED AND I RIDE FROM POINT TO POINT WATCHING THE MEN CUTTING THROUGH THE HILLS, BREAKING UP ROCKS, BRIDGING RAVINES, LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS FOR MY RESERVOIRS. I HAVE DRAWN LABOURERS FROM ALL THE SURROUNDING REGIONS, FROM GALILEE AND SAMARIA, TRANS-JORDAN, IDUMAEA, AND EVEN FROM SYRIA, BUT COMPARATIVELY FEW FROM JERUSALEM, THE PLACE WHICH IS TO BENEFIT. THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM WILL HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH US EVEN WHEN WE SEEK TO HELP THEM. THEY HAVE NOTHING BUT SCORN FOR SAMARITANS AND GALILEANS WHO TAKE OUR PART TO BRING THEM A GOOD SUPPLY OF WATER. THEY WOULD SOONER GO WITHOUT WATER, OR HAVE IT FOUL, THEN TAKE A ROMAN WAGE. LET ME TELL YOU A STORY. THERE IS A RABBI AT JERUSALEM WHO SAID THAT PROBABLY THERE WERE ONLY TWO REALLY GOOD JEWS IN THE WHOLE WORLD - HIMSELF AND HIS SON. OR PERHAPS, HE ADDED, THERE WAS BUT ONE - HIMSELF. I AM ANXIOUS OVER THE COST OF THE AQUEDUCT. THE MEN ARE PAID REGULARLY, BUT LARGE SUMS WILL SOON BE DUE TO THE CONTRACTORS. THEY CANNOT COME OUT OF THE ORDINARY TAXES NOR, SO FAR AS I CAN SEE, CAN I MAKE A SPECIAL LEVY WHICH WOULD PRODUCE THE NECESSARY AMOUNT. I HAVE ASKED THE SANHEDRIM TO MAKE SUGGESTIONS TO ME, BUT THEY ARE UNHELPFUL. THEY TALK AND TALK BUT THEY MAKE NO PROPOSALS. THEY SAY THE CONTRACTORS ARE [SEXUALLY] EXTRAVAGANT OR THEY ADMIT THE NECESSITY OF THE AQUEDUCT BUT SAY THE WORK SHOULD HAVE BEEN POSTPONED OR THEY DECLARE OUTRIGHT THAT ROME SHOULD PAY FOR IT. I WILL MAKE THEM SING A DIFFERENT TUNE, WHEN I HAVE FINISHED WITH THEM. 
THE FIRST MENTION OF JESUS
CAESAREA: THE SANHEDRIM ARE [SEXUALLY] OBSTINATE. I HAVE TOLD THEM THAT THEY MUST FIND WAYS AND MEANS WITHIN THREE MONTHS OF PAYING FOR THE AQUEDUCT AND ROADS. I HAVE HAD ENDLESS CONFERENCES WITH THEIR CHIEF MEN. I REPEAT UNTIL I AM WEARY - 'FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ITS HISTORY JERUSALEM WILL HAVE GOOD DRINKING-WATER. IT IS ESSENTIAL FOR THE HEALTH OF YOUR GREAT CITY.' THEY REMAIN UNMOVED. ONE OF THEM SAID LOFTILY - 'WATER FOR DRINKING IS NOT OF REAL IMPORTANCE. THAT IS ONLY AN AFFAIR OF THE UNCLEAN BODY. WHAT MATTERS IS PROVISION FOR THE SOUL - WATER FOR THE ABLUTIONS THAT ARE ORDAINED BY OUR [SEXLESS] LAW.' (THEY ARE ALWAYS AT THEIR CEREMONIAL WASHINGS; I HAVE NEVER BEEN ABLE TO UNDERSTAND HOW PEOPLE WHO WASH SO MUCH CAN LOOK SO DIRTY.) THIS ARGUMENT GAVE ME A CHANCE. 'PRECISELY,' I RETORTED, 'YOU REQUIRE GREAT QUANTITIES OF WATER FOR YOUR ABLUTIONS AND FOR THE TEMPLE SACRIFICES.' (THEY HAVE, YOU MUST KNOW, A HUGE BOWL OF WATER IN THE TEMPLE FOR SWILLING AWAY THE BLOOD FROM SACRIFICES.) 'THE AQUEDUCT IS THEREFORE A MATTER OF RELIGION AS MUCH AS OF HEALTH AND DECENCY AND I SHOULD EXPECT YOU TO BE PREPARED BOTH TO SUPPORT ME AND TO PAY FOR THE SERVICE WHICH I AM DOING YOU.' THEN A BRILLIANT IDEA CAME INTO MY HEAD. 'SINCE,' I ADDED, 'THE AQUEDUCT, ON YOUR OWN SHOWING, WILL BE A GREAT ASSISTANCE TO YOUR RELIGIOUS EXERCISES, WHY NO PAY FOR IT WITH THE TEMPLE-MONEY?' YOU WOULD HARDLY BELIEVE WITH WHAT FURY THEY RECEIVED THIS REASONABLE SUGGESTION. 'ROBBERY' AND 'SACRILEGE' WERE THE WEAKEST WORDS THEY USED. I PROTESTED TO THEM THAT THEY MIGHT REGARD IT AS A LOAN AND BY IMPOSING A LEVY ON THE POPULATION OF JERUSALEM AND SPREADING IT OVER TWELVE MONTHS (OR LONGER IF THEY CHOSE) REPAY THE TEMPLE FUNDS. THEY WERE ALMOST BESIDE THEMSELVES, BUT I STOOD FIRM AND ORDERED THEM TO BRING THE PROPOSAL BEFORE A FORMAL MEETING OF THE FULL SANHEDRIN. THE MORE I [SEXLESSLY] THINK OVER IT, THE MORE AGREEABLE DOES THIS PROJECT LOOK TO ME. IT SOLVES THE DIFFICULTIES WITH SUCH SIMPLICITY. THE NEWS IN YOUR LAST LETTER MAKES ENTERTAINING READING. I [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT WE HAD FALLEN LOW ENOUGH WHEN SPRIGS OF OUR ANCIENT NOBLE HOUSES DROVE THEIR OWN CHARIOTS AT THE GAMES, BUT I NEVER EXPECTED TO HEAR THAT A CLAUDIUS WAS FIGHTING AS A COMMON GLADIATOR BEFORE THE LOUSY MOB [MAFIA] OR A DOMITIUS FAWNING AS AN ACTOR ON THE STAGE. I HAVE, I FEAR, NO SUCH EXCITING SCRAPS OF GOSSIP FOR YOU. ONE OF THE RABBIS WHO WAS SUSPECTED OF LOOKING WITH FAVOUR ON MY AQUEDUCT WAS MURDERED YESTERDAY AS HE LEFT HIS HOUSE FOR THE SANHEDRIM. FIVE RUFFIANS FELL ON HIM WITH KNIVES; HE HAD OVER TWENTY WOUNDS. THERE IS NOT THE SMALLEST CHANCE OF CATCHING THE MURDERERS, ALTHOUGH THEIR HIDING-PLACE WILL BE KNOWN TO MANY PEOPLE. REPORTS FROM THE FRONTIER STATE THAT ANOTHER WANDERING PREACHER, ONE JESUS, HAS TURNED UP IN GALILEE; I HAVE TOLD JOSEPH TO KEEP AN EYE ON HIM. THE ONLY DAUGHTER OF ONE OF THE CHIEF PRIESTS OF JERUSALEM HAS RUN OFF WITH A GREEK MERCHANT. THEY WANTED ME TO ARREST THE PAIR AND DECLARED THAT SHE HAS TAKEN SOME OF HER FATHER'S MONEY. HE CAN SPARE IT. ALAS! THE SOLDIERS DID NOT ARRIVE AT THE QUAY TILL THE SHIP WAS SAFELY GONE, AND TO-DAY I AM VERY MUCH IN PROCULA'S GOOD GRACES. I CANNOT GET OVER MY ASTONISHMENT AT YOUR LETTER. WHAT WILL TIBERIUS CAESAR SAY WHEN HE HEARS THAT A CLAUDIUS HAS BECOME A GLADIATOR! THE EMPEROR TIBERIUS BELONGED TO THE CLAUDIAN LINE, WHICH WAS NOTORIOUS FOR ITS [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE. 'THE PRIDE OF THE CLAUDIAN FAMILY,' SAYS TACITUS, 'WAS INVETERATE IN HIS [SEXUAL] NATURE.' 
THE DEATH OF JOHN AND QUESTIONS ABOUT JESUS
JERUSALEM: I HAVE COME UP TO JERUSALEM TO SETTLE MY [SEXLESS] QUARREL WITH THE SANHEDRIN AND THIS TIME I MEAN BUSINESS. THEY FORMALLY REFUSE TO MAKE ANY CONTRIBUTION FROM THE TEMPLE-TRIBUTE, EVEN FOR A FEW MONTHS. THEY HAVE SENT ME A TIRESOME SCREED ARGUING THAT AN AQUEDUCT IS AN IMPERIAL AFFAIR AND THAT CAESAR'S TREASURY SHOULD PAY FOR IT. AT THE MOST THEY WILL ONLY ADMIT THAT IT SHOULD BE PAID FOR OUT OF THE ORDINARY TAXATION OF THE PROVINCE, AND THAT, THEY SAY, IS ALREADY HEAVIER THAN THE PROVINCE CAN BEAR. THEY ARE [SEXUALLY] INSOLENT ENOUGH TO ASSERT THAT THE SUPPLY OF WATER FOR THE CEREMONIAL ABLUTIONS DEMANDED BY THEIR [SEXLESS] LAW HAS ALWAYS BEEN SUFFICIENT AND THAT THEIR OTHER NEEDS DO NOT JUSTIFY SO LAVISH AN EXPENDITURE. I HAVE INFORMED THEM THAT THE MONEY MUST BE FOUND WITHOUT DELAY AND THAT I SHALL, IF NECESSARY, TAKE STEPS TO FIND IT FOR THEM. I HAVE NO PATIENCE WITH THEIR PRECIOUS [SEXLESS] LAW, WHICH HEDGES THEM (AND US) AT EVERY TURN WITH MINUTE REGULATIONS. SOME OF IT COMES FROM THEIR SACRED BOOKS BUT THE MOST TEDIOUS PART, SO FAR AS I CAN LEARN, IS OF THEIR OWN CREATION. THEIR LEARNED MEN HAVE SPENT THEIR LIVES FOR GENERATIONS IN DEVISING THE MOST ELABORATE AND RIDICULOUS RELIGIOUS RULES. CAN YOU BELIEVE THAT THEY HAVE WHOLE VOLUMES WRITTEN ABOUT THEIR RULES FOR WASHING AND THAT THERE IS A TOME OR TWO DEVOTED SOLELY TO THE SUBJECT OF WASHING BEFORE MEALS? HAVE YOU EVER HEARD OF THE RABBI WHO DIED OF THIRST? HE WAS SHUT UP IN A BESIEGED TOWN AND HAD A FEW, SPOONFUL’S OF WATER ASSIGNED TO HIM EACH DAY. HE USED IT ALL FOR CEREMONIAL WASHINGS AND DIED IN AGONIES OF THIRST. I WOULD LIKE TO PUT OLD ANNAS TO THAT TEST. OR DO YOU KNOW THE STORY OF THE PIOUS MULE? IT BELONGED TO A PRIEST WHO WOULD TOUCH NO FOOD ON WHICH, AT PURCHASE, TITHE HAD NOT BEEN PAID TO THE TEMPLE. FOR DAYS THE MULE REFUSED ITS FEED. WAS IT SICK? WAS IT LAME? WAS IT MERELY MULISH? NO, MY DEAR SENECA, BELIEVE ME THEY DISCOVERED THAT WHEN ITS FOOD WAS BOUGHT TITHE HAD NOT BEEN PAID TO THE TEMPLE. IT WOULD NOT BREAK THE [SEXLESS] LAW. THEY ARE ALL MULES IN JERUSALEM. BY THE WAY, I SHALL NOT BE TROUBLED ANY MORE BY JOHN, THE PREACHER, SON OF ZACHARIAS. HE IS DEAD. I HAVE RECEIVED A FORMAL INTIMATION FROM THE GOVERNOR OF THE CASTLE OF MACHAERUS. HE RECEIVED ORDERS FROM HIS MASTER HEROD ANTIPAS - DISPATCHED FROM HIS CAPITAL, TIBERIAS IN GALILEE - TO EXECUTE JOHN AS A FOMENTER OF REBELLION AND TO INFORM ME OF THE FACT. THERE WAS, I HEAR, A SPECIAL REASON FOR ANTIPAS' [SEXUAL] ACTION. YOU REMEMBER I TOLD YOU THAT ANOTHER AGITATOR CALLED JESUS HAD TURNED UP IN GALILEE. ALEXANDER, WHO KNOWS A GREAT DEAL OF WHAT IS GOING ON - AND TELLS ME BECAUSE HE IS JEALOUS OF THE WORTHY JOSEPH - SAYS THAT THIS JESUS ORIGINALLY CAME FROM GALILEE TO VISIT JOHN. HE WAS ACTUALLY IN JUDAEA WHEN THE NEWS SPREAD THAT JOHN HAD BEEN ARRESTED, WHEREUPON HE FLED TO HIS OWN COUNTRY. THERE HE IS PLAYING EXACTLY THE SAME GAME AS HIS MASTER. HE IS EXHORTING HIS FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN TO BE HUMBLE (I LIKE HIM FOR THAT) AND TALKING LARGE ABOUT THE COMING KINGDOM. ALSO, HE HAS SET UP AS A WONDER-WORKER, CURING PEOPLE WHO ARE SICK AND VARIOUS MADMEN (THEY ARE NUMEROUS IN GALILEE) AND OF COURSE THIS DRAWS THE SUPERSTITIOUS MOB [MAFIA]. ANTIPAS WOULD NOT LIKE IT IN ANY CASE, BUT WHAT REALLY DISTURBED HIM WAS THE DISCOVERY THAT COMMUNICATIONS HAVE BEEN PASSING BETWEEN JESUS AND THE FOLLOWERS OF JOHN. SO, VERY WISELY, HE HAS MADE AN END OF JOHN AND IS ALREADY - JOSEPH CONFIRMS THIS - INQUIRING ABOUT JESUS. I SHALL HAVE GOOD GROUND OF COMPLAINT IF HE LETS THIS BUSINESS GROW. THERE IS ONE SIDE OF IT WHICH AMUSES AND DELIGHTS ME. JESUS IS [SEXLESSLY] QUARRELLING WITH THE [SEXUAL] LAWYERS AND THE [SEXUAL] PRIESTS. ANYTHING THAT TOUCHES THE [SEXLESS] LAW OR THREATENS THEIR AUTHORITY ROUSES THEIR INSTANT JEALOUSY. JUST AS I HAVE TOLD THE SANHEDRIM THAT I EXPECT THEM TO REPORT TO ME ANY AGITATION THAT THEY HEAR OF, SO I MAKE IT A POINT TO LET THEM KNOW PRETTY BRISKLY OF ANY NEGLIGENCE I CAN IMPUTE TO THEM. I INFORMED CAIAPHAS OF THE REPORTS CONCERNING JESUS THAT WERE REACHING ME AND TOLD HIM THAT SINCE THE SANHEDRIM CLAIMED AUTHORITY EVEN IN GALILEE, HE HAD BETTER SEE TO IT. HE REPLIED AT ONCE WITH EMPHASIS, SAYING THAT FROM WHAT THEY HAD HEARD OF JESUS, THOUGH IT WAS LITTLE AS YET, THEY DISAPPROVED OF HIM HEARTILY AND THAT THEY WERE SENDING A DEPUTATION OF LEARNED MEN TO GALILEE TO SUMMON HIM FOR EXAMINATION. IN HIMSELF THE MAN IS A PERSON OF NO CONSEQUENCE: THE SON OF A COMMON WORKMAN. BUT THEN, SIMON, ONE OF THE RASCALS WHO GAVE TROUBLE SOME YEARS AGO, WAS A SLAVE, AND ATHRONGES, ANOTHER MISCHIEF-MAKER, WAS A SHEPHERD. IT IS THE WORST OF THESE JEWS THAT RANK MEANS NOTHING TO THEM. THEY WILL FOLLOW ANY SON OF THE SOIL IF HE CAN FIGHT WELL, ROB WELL, OR TALK WELL - ESPECIALLY IF HE, WORK A FEW WONDERS INTO THE BARGAIN - AND, BEFORE YOU KNOW WHERE YOU ARE, THEY WILL SET HIM UP FOR KING. HOWEVER, WITH ANTIPAS AND THE SANHEDRIM WATCHING HIM, AND WITH ME WAITING FOR HIM IN JUDAEA, IT IS A POOR PROSPECT FOR JESUS. IN ANY CASE I CANNOT FEEL EXCITED ABOUT ANYTHING AT PRESENT EXCEPT MY AQUEDUCT. IT IS A NOBLE WORK, WORTHY TO RANK WITH THAT OF HEROD HIMSELF AT CAESAREA. CAN YOU SUGGEST TO ME HOW I AM TO GET THE MONEY? MY EARS ARE WIDE OPEN. BUT WAIT IN PATIENCE. I HAVE A SECRET; I RUB MY HANDS OVER IT BUT I DARE NOT TELL IT EVEN TO YOU. I HOPE, WHEN I WRITE NEXT, TO INFORM YOU THAT I HAVE THE MONEY IN MY HANDS, FOR GET IT I WILL THOUGH THE JEWS SMART FOR IT. 
THE SEIZURE OF THE TEMPLE-TRIBUTE
JERUSALEM: THREE DAYS AGO, EARLY IN THE MORNING, I SEIZED THE TEMPLE-TRIBUTE. NOT ALL OF IT - ADMIRE MY MODERATION. I DID NOT RAID THE TREASURY IN THE TEMPLE ITSELF, FOR THAT WOULD HAVE MEANT A PITCHED BATTLE AND CASUALTIES WHICH I COULD NOT AFFORD. YOU WILL EXCUSE MY DIFFIDENCE, I [SEXUALLY] THINK, WHEN YOU REMEMBER THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF MY MORE FORTUNATE EXEMPLARS: CRASSUS HAD OCCUPIED JERUSALEM WITH A GREAT ARMY WHEN ON HIS WAY TO PARTHIA, WHILE SABINUS ACTUALLY TOOK THE TEMPLE BY STORM. BOTH MY PRETENSIONS AND MY METHODS WERE MORE MODEST. THE TEMPLE-TRIBUTE IS BROUGHT TO JERUSALEM FROM THE FOREIGN JEWISH COMMUNITIES ABOUT THIS TIME EVERY YEAR. EGYPT, ASIA MINOR AND THE EUPHRATES REGION ARE THE LARGEST CONTRIBUTORS. MOST OF IT COMES IN COIN, BUT THERE ARE ALSO THE RICH GIFTS OF THE PIOUS: PLATE FOR THE TEMPLE SERVICE, JEWELS AND ORNAMENTS, GOLD TO BE MELTED DOWN. EGYPT'S CONTRIBUTION, ALAS! REACHED THE TEMPLE SAFELY A WEEK AGO, BUT THAT FROM THE ASIATIC CITIES WAS WAITING AT CAESAREA FOR AN ESCORT AND THAT FROM THE EUPHRATES (IT IS INCLUDED A FINE BAR OF SOLID GOLD, THE GIFT OF CTESIPHON) WAS UNDER ESCORT A FEW MILES FROM JERUSALEM. THE JEWS, I SHOULD EXPLAIN, SEND GUARDS OF THEIR OWN, BUT WITHIN THE PROVINCE THE GOVERNOR PROVIDES A MILITARY ESCORT. THE CHEST WHICH HAD ARRIVED AT CAESAREA I CONFISCATED WITHOUT MORE ADO. THE JEWS COULD NOT RESIST; THEY WENT OFF, HOWLING, TO JERUSALEM, AND FOUND ON ARRIVAL THAT THE SAME FATE HAD BEFALLEN THE EUPHRATES CARAVAN. THAT REQUIRED SOME ARRANGING. WE DOUBLED THE ESCORT ON THE LAST NIGHT AND WHEN THE CARAVAN ARRIVED AT THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF THE TEMPLE IN THE EARLY MORNING MARCIUS SALLIED OUT FROM THE ANTONIA WITH A FULL COHORT AND LITERALLY RAN THE WHOLE PROCESSION INTO THE CITADEL. THE SIGHT WAS REALLY COMIC. OUR MEN ENJOYED IT THOROUGHLY. IT WAS ALL DONE SO QUICKLY THAT THE JEWISH GUARDS, WHO INCLUDED SOME HIGHLY DIGNIFIED OFFICIALS, COULD HARDLY BELIEVE THEIR EYES WHEN THEY SAW THE GATES OF THE ANTONIA SHUT BEHIND THEM AND MY MEN METHODICALLY COUNTING AND CARRYING OFF THE CHESTS. ONE OR TWO WERE FOOLISH ENOUGH TO OFFER RESISTANCE BUT WE SOON CURED THAT. NO BLOODSHED, BUT THEY HAD SOME BRUISES TO SHOW THEIR COUNTRYMEN. IN THE EARLY SPRING. THE UPROAR OVER THE IMAGES IN MY FIRST YEAR - YOU REMEMBER THAT REGRETTABLE INCIDENT? - WAS NOTHING COMPARED WITH WHAT HAPPENED NOW. ALL JERUSALEM TURNED OUT WITHIN AN HOUR. THEY SHOUTED AND SCREAMED, THEY THREATENED TO TEAR DOWN THE AQUEDUCT, THEY BEAT ON THE WALLS OF THE ANTONIA WITH THEIR FISTS. THE PRIESTS PACKED THEMSELVES IN A DENSE MASS ROUND THE TEMPLE-TREASURY LEST THAT ALSO SHOULD BE ATTACKED BY ME. THE LOSS OF MONEY TOUCHES THEM ON THE RAW. I WAS NOT MINDED, THIS TIME, TO LET THEM DEMONSTRATE FOR DAYS. I HAD DRESSED UP A LARGE PART OF MY SOLDIERS IN ORDINARY CLOTHES, BENEATH WHICH THEIR ARMS WERE HIDDEN. SOME I SLIPPED OUT OF THE ANTONIA BEFORE DAYBREAK. ANOTHER LARGE CONTINGENT WAS CONCEALED IN HEROD'S PALACE. THEY WERE ALL SAMARITANS AND IDUMAEANS, SO THAT THEY COULD DISGUISE THEMSELVES EASILY WITHOUT FEAR OF RECOGNITION. THERE WERE ABOUT A THOUSAND OF THEM. THEY GATHERED ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE CROWD AND TOOK PART IN THE SHOUTING. FROM WHAT I KNOW OF SOME OF THEM I SHOULD SAY THAT THEY DID ALL THEY COULD TO STIMULATE THE MOB [MAFIA]. IN THE AFTERNOON I CAME OUT ON THE TOWER ABOVE THE GATEWAY. I ANNOUNCED THAT THE MONEY WOULD BE USED BY ME FOR THEIR BENEFIT IN THE WAY THAT I [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT FIT. I THEN ORDERED THEM TO DISPERSE. REDOUBLED TUMULT; THREATS AGAINST THE SACRILEGIOUS GOVERNOR, CURSES, AND EVEN STONES. A TRUMPET BLEW, AND MY FINE FELLOWS, DISCLOSING THEIR WEAPONS, FELL UPON THE MOB [MAFIA]. THE CRY OF RAGE AND TERROR THAT WENT UP MIGHT HAVE BEEN HEARD AT ROME. THE CROWD FLED PELL-MELL, BUT THE CRUSH WAS SO GREAT THAT MANY COULD NOT ESCAPE INTO THE NARROW STREETS AND THE ARMS OF THE SOLDIERS WERE WEARY WITH STRIKING. I HAVE NO IDEA HOW MANY WERE KILLED, FOR THE DEAD WERE CARRIED OFF QUICKLY BY THEIR FRIENDS, BUT THE NUMBER IS LARGE. EVERYTHING HAS BEEN QUIET SINCE. I OUGHT TO TELL YOU THAT I STRICTLY FORBADE MY MEN TO PURSUE THE CROWD INTO THE TEMPLE AND THE ORDER WAS OBEYED. I HAVE SEEN NOTHING OF ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, NOT BECAUSE THEY DID NOT COME BUT BECAUSE I REFUSED TO HAVE ANYTHING TO SAY TO THEM. THEY ARE SENDING THE USUAL DEPUTATION TO ROME, BUT I AM NOT NERVOUS ABOUT THE RESULT. THE PRINCIPAL CONTRACTORS, WHOM I HAVE ALREADY PAID WITH THE TEMPLE-MONEY, ARE GOOD FRIENDS OF SEJANUS AND THEY HAVE NO DOUBT THAT WITH A JUDICIOUS EXPENDITURE AMONG HIS FREED-MEN ALL WILL BE WELL. SO, I AM SATISFIED. THE AQUEDUCT WILL SHORTLY BE FINISHED AND THERE IS MONEY AND TO SPARE TO PAY FOR IT. I HAVE SETTLED SOME OF MY ACCOUNTS WITH THE JEWS AND ESPECIALLY WITH THEIR RELIGION-MONGERING PRIESTS. THEY HAVE HAD A SHARP LESSON - LET US HOPE THAT THEY WILL PROFIT BY IT. YET I FEAR THAT THE TONE OF THIS LETTER WILL NOT BE PLEASING TO YOU, MY DEAR SENECA. I WILL THEREFORE MAKE A SUGGESTION. YOU COMPLAINED BITTERLY OF ROME IN YOUR LAST LETTER TO ME: OF THE NOISE, THE EXORBITANT RENTS, THE DEARNESS AND BADNESS OF THE FOOD. VISIT ME, THEN, IN JUDAEA, AND REVIVE YOUR WEARIED SPIRIT. DO YOU SAY, WITH THE ADMIRABLE HORACE, THAT THOSE WHO CROSS THE SEA CHANGE ONLY THEIR CLIMATE AND NOT THEIR MIND? AH, BUT CROSS TO JUDAEA AND SEE WHETHER YOUR LIBERAL-MINDED TOLERANCE DOES NOT UNDERGO A STRIKING CHANGE. I KNOW I AM DISPOSED TO GIRD AGAINST THE JEWS; IT IS A JUST REPROACH. BUT THEN I LIVE AMONG THEM, YOU ONLY SEE THEIR SHOPS AND SYNAGOGUES FROM A SAFE DISTANCE AS YOU HURRY PAST IN YOUR LITTER TO A CAUSE CELEBRE OR A GATHERING OF THE WITS. 
A LESSON TO GALILEANS
JERUSALEM: I FELT THAT I MUST WRITE TO YOU AGAIN BEFORE I SET OUT ON ONE OF MY PERIODICAL INSPECTIONS OF THE PROVINCE. MARCIUS AND JOSEPH BOTH WARN ME THAT I SHALL HAVE A BAD RECEPTION BECAUSE OF THE SEIZURE OF THE SACRED MONEY. I AM NOT SO SURE. IT IS SACRILEGE, OF COURSE, TO ALL OF THEM, BUT THE COUNTRY-PEOPLE DO NOT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE GREEDY, GRASPING PRIESTHOOD AT JERUSALEM, WHO FATTEN ON THEIR OFFERINGS AND, BESIDES, ONLY JERUSALEM BENEFITS FROM MY GIFT OF GOOD WATER; WHY DID NOT JERUSALEM PAY FOR ITS WATER AND SO SAVE THE TEMPLE-TRIBUTE FROM SPOLIATION? PERHAPS I SHALL NOT BE SO UNPOPULAR AFTER ALL. I SHALL LET THE PEOPLE KNOW THAT THEY SANHEDRIM WANTED TO PAY FOR THE AQUEDUCT OUT OF THE PEOPLE'S TAXES. IT IS A MONTH NOW SINCE THE COUP, ON WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED MANY CONGRATULATIONS FROM MY FRIENDS. EXCEPT FOR ONE SERIOUS EPISODE, EVERYBODY HAS BEEN FAIRLY PEACEFUL. I DID NOT WEAKEN IN MY DETERMINATION. I FORBADE ALL DEMONSTRATIONS, PUBLIC-MEETINGS AND EVEN GATHERINGS IN THE STREETS. THAT PUT A STOP TO THEIR STREET-CORNER ORATORY. THE WORST OF THE [SEXUAL] OFFENDERS WERE NOT THE PRIESTS AND [SEXUAL] LAWYERS THEMSELVES, BUT THE YOUNG KNOW-ALL’S WHO ATTEND THEIR LECTURES, AND SUPPLY THE WITS THAT THE COMMON PEOPLE LACK. THERE WAS ONE MAN IN PARTICULAR, A PERTINACIOUS FELLOW, A LOUD-MOUTHED LOGIC-CHOPPING JEW FROM TARSUS, WHO HAD MUCH TO SAY, WHEN ARRESTED, ABOUT BEING A ROMAN CITIZEN. IT TURNED OUT THAT HE WAS, SO HE WAS RELEASED, BUT I BADE THE CENTURION WHISPER TO HIM NOT TO COME INTO OUR HANDS AGAIN SINCE EVEN A ROMAN CITIZEN MIGHT BE KILLED IN ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE. THERE WERE SEDITIOUS PLACARDS TOO, DURING THE FIRST FEW DAYS, DEFAMING ME AND CAESAR. THE CITY BROKE OUT INTO A PERFECT RASH OF THEM, UNTIL WE CAUGHT A PARTY OF THREE AT WORK ON THE WALLS OF THE ANTONIA IN THE NIGHT. THERE WAS SOMETHING ELSE ON THE WALL OF THE ANTONIA, BESIDES PLACARDS, IN THE MORNING. AS I TOLD YOU, THERE WAS ONE SERIOUS INCIDENT. IT WAS PRODUCED BY A PART OF GALILEANS WHO CAME UP TO THE TEMPLE. THESE PEOPLE ARE NEVER VERY POPULAR IN JERUSALEM. THEY ARE REGARDED AS A MIXED RACE, AS A LITTLE INFERIOR TO THE PURE JUDAEAN JEW, AND SO I DARESAY THEY ARE, BEING SO CLOSE TO PHOENICIANS AND GREEKS AND VARIOUS SORTS OF SYRIANS. THE GALILEANS [SEXUALLY] THINK THEMSELVES AS GOOD AS ANY JEW ALIVE; THEY ARE ALL THE MORE DEFIANT OF US ROMANS BECAUSE THEY ARE THEMSELVES RULED BY A SEMI-JEW, LIKE ANTIPAS, AND IN ANY CASE A VISIT TO JERUSALEM IS TO THEM AN EXCURSION ON WHICH THEY ENTER WITH BOISTEROUS HIGH SPIRITS. THIS PARTY, WHICH ARRIVED A FORTNIGHT AGO, HAD HEARD OF MY SEIZURE OF THE TEMPLE-MONEY BUT HAD NOT HEARD THAT DEMONSTRATIONS WERE PROHIBITED. WHEN THE NOISY RABBLE REACHED THE ANTONIA, I SENT TO WARN THEM, BUT IN VAIN. THEY ABUSED US ANGRILY AND DECLARED THAT ON ENTERING THE TEMPLE THEY WOULD PROTEST AGAINST THE CUSTOMARY SACRIFICE TO CAESAR AND TO ROME. I HAD THEM FOLLOWED INTO THE OUTER COURT OF THE TEMPLE BY A TROOP OF SOLDIERS WHO FELL UPON THEM WITH SWORDS WHILE THEY WERE BUYING THE ANIMALS FOR THEIR OWN SACRIFICES. THE OTHER JEWS LOOKED ON. I [SEXLESSLY] THINK THIS PROOF THAT I WOULD NOT STOP SHORT EVEN AT ENTERING THE TEMPLE HAS MADE A GOOD IMPRESSION. THE REMNANT OF THE GALILEAN PARTY SET OFF AGAIN FOR THEIR OWN COUNTRY THE SAME DAY AND WHEN THEY SPREAD THE NEWS IT SHOULD TEACH THEIR FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN NOT TO TAKE LIBERTIES WITH ME. I HAVE SENT A REPORT TO ANTIPAS AND BEGGED HIM TO RESTRAIN HIS SUBJECTS BETTER. I DO NOT LIKE WHAT YOU TELL ME ABOUT THE PREVALENCE OF 'INFORMERS' AT ROME. IF A MAN SIDES WITH OR AGAINST SEJANUS, HE TAKES THE RISK AND OUGHT NOT TO COMPLAIN OF THE RESULT, BUT THIS SYSTEM IS EXPOSING EVEN THE MOST INNOCENT TO PRIVATE SPITE AND VENGEANCE. SURELY A ROMAN OUGHT TO BE SAFE FROM DENUNCIATION BY HIS FREEDMAN. I PAY NO ATTENTION TO ANONYMOUS INFORMERS HERE, THOUGH THERE ARE MANY OF THEM AT WORK. THOSE WHO HATE US MOST ARE ALWAYS SEEKING TO [SEXUALLY] RUIN THE PRIESTS AND NOBLES WHO WORK WITH US, BUT UNLESS THE ACCUSER IS PREPARED TO STAND FORWARD, I DO NOT LISTEN TO HIM. IN THAT I KNOW I SHALL HAVE YOUR SUPPORT. FOR REBELLION, NO MERCY! BUT OUR ROMAN JUSTICE MUST NOT BE USED FOR SETTLING PRIVATE GRUDGES. 'ADMIRABLE,' SAYS L. ANNAEUS SENECA, 'AND UNDER WHICH HEADING COMES THE APPROPRIATION OF THE SACRED TEMPLE-MONEY!' 
ANTIPAS' INQUIRIES AT NAZARETH
CAESAREA: I HAVE SPENT NEARLY A MONTH GOING [A] ROUND THE NORTHERN DISTRICTS OF MY PROVINCE. I HAVE INSPECTED FRONTIER POSTS, CONFERRED WITH MY REVENUE OFFICERS, HEARD INNUMERABLE GRIEVANCES AND REDRESSED NOT A FEW. I WANTED TO FIND OUT FOR MYSELF WHETHER THIS PART OF THE COUNTRY WAS SUFFERING AS MUCH FROM THE EFFECTS OF DROUGHT AND BAD HARVESTS AS I HAD BEEN TOLD. I FOUND THAT IT WAS. IN MANY PLACES THE CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE WAS TRULY MISERABLE. I DISCOVERED THAT EVERY SYNAGOGUE HAD BEEN USED AS A CENTER OF ILL-WILL AGAINST ME, BUT I SUMMONED THE VILLAGE ELDERS, HEARD THEIR STORIES OF DISTRESS, AND ANNOUNCED REMISSIONS OF TAXATION. IN CERTAIN CASES, I PROMISED TO SEND THEM RELIEF AS SOON AS I GOT BACK TO CAESAREA, AND THAT I AM NOW DOING. ON THE WHOLE, I AM NOT DISSATISFIED. IT WAS A [SEXLESS] PLEASURE TO BE AMONG THE SAMARITANS. THEY HAVE A MOST LIKEABLE HATRED OF THE PRIESTHOOD AT JERUSALEM, WHO TREAT THEM LIKE DOGS AND KEEP THEM OUT OF THE TEMPLE. THEY [SEXUALLY] THINK THEMSELVES EVERY BIT AS GOOD AS THE REAL JEWS AND CERTAINLY THEY HAVE THE SAME GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS: ONE DAY THEY ARE PEASANTS AND THE NEXT THEY ARE ROBBERS; THIS WEEK IT IS THE PLOUGH AND THE NEXT IT IS THE KNIFE OR THE PITCHFORK AGAINST CAESAR OR HEROD OR WHOEVER THE 'TYRANT' OF THE DAY MAY BE. STILL, I HAVE BEEN GOVERNOR FOR THREE YEARS NOW WITHOUT MANY GRAVE TROUBLES, WHICH IS AS MUCH AS ANY OF MY PREDECESSORS EXCEPT VALERIUS HAS DONE. IF I WERE WITHDRAWN NOW, I SHOULD LEAVE THE PROVINCE BETTER THAN I FOUND IT. I AM NOT DISCONTENTED. AT THE BEGINNING OF MY TOUR I TOOK PROCULA UP TO THE BORDER OF GALILEE. SHE IS PAYING A VISIT TO THE WIFE OF THE GOVERNOR OF SYRIA, AN OLD SCHOOL-FELLOW OF HERS, AND I SET HER ON THE HIGH ROAD TO DAMASCUS. I SENT ALEXANDER WITH HER INTO GALILEE AND TOLD HIM TO FIND OUT SOMETHING FOR ME ABOUT THE LATEST AGITATOR. HE ACCOMPANIED HER TO DAMASCUS. HE PAID A FLYING VISIT TO NAZARETH, TO WHICH JESUS BELONGS, AND VISITED HIS FAMILY. HE FOUND THEM IN A STATE OF FRIGHT. ANTIPAS'S AGENTS HAVE BEEN IN NAZARETH CROSS-EXAMINING THEM ABOUT JESUS AND THEY FEAR THAT THEY WILL BE INVOLVED IN ANY PUNISHMENT THAT BEFALLS HIM. THE WHOLE TOWN SHARES THEIR NERVOUSNESS. IT SEEMS THAT THE FAMILY AND THEIR FRIENDS ACTUALLY PURSUED JESUS, WHO MOVES ABOUT RAPIDLY FROM PLACE TO PLACE, AS ALL THESE PREACHERS DO, AND WOULD LIKE TO HAVE CARRIED HIM OFF AND SHUT HIM UP TO KEEP HIM - OR RATHER THEMSELVES - OUT OF TROUBLE. THEY TOLD ANTIPAS'S PEOPLE THAT JESUS WAS NOT WHOLLY RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS [SEXLESS] ACTIONS; HE HAD ALWAYS BEEN A LITTLE QUEER [STRANGE] AND CAUSED HIS FAMILY TROUBLE, AND THEY HAD NEVER BEEN ABLE TO CONTROL HIM. CERTAINLY, THEY CANNOT NOW, FOR HE NOT ONLY REPUDIATES THEM BRUSQUELY, BUT THE CROWDS WHO FOLLOW HIM INCREASE EVERY DAY AND WILL NOT HEAR A WORD AGAINST HIM. SO, THE WRETCHED PEOPLE ARE PANIC-STRICKEN. I HAVE WRITTEN TO CAIAPHAS PRESSING TO BE TOLD WHETHER THE SANHEDRIM HAVE TAKEN ANY [SEXUAL] ACTION. DO YOU REMEMBER THE GREEK MERCHANT WHO RAN OFF WITH A PRIEST'S DAUGHTER? WHILE I WAS AWAY, HE TURNED UP AGAIN IN CAESAREA - ALONE. HE TOLD EVERY ONE THAT THE JEWESS HAD LEFT HIM, BUT THE STORY GOES THAT HE ABANDONED HER SOMEWHERE IN AFRICA AND THE JEWS HAVE SENT AN ACCOUNT OF IT TO HER FAMILY IN JERUSALEM. LIKE A FOOL HE PERSISTED IN GOING ON HIS USUAL ROUND OF BUSINESS IN JUDAEA. HE EVEN TALKED OF VISITING JERUSALEM. HE WAS A CHEERY FELLOW WITH A MOP OF BLACK HAIR, ALWAYS MAKING JESTS AND LAUGHING AT HIMSELF. WHEN WARNED NOT TO GO TO JERUSALEM HE SAID THAT HE HAD TURNED PROSELYTE AND BEING CONVERTED TO JUDAISM HE WOULD BE LOOKED AFTER BY YAHWEH. SO, HE WENT LAUGHING TO JERUSALEM AND THAT IS THE END OF HIM. HE HAS VANISHED OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH. THE YOUNG WOMAN HAD SEVERAL BROTHERS AND COUSINS WHO ARE AMONG THE STRICTEST OF THE STRICT. IN ROME THE WHOLE THING WOULD HAVE BEEN A JOKE, BUT YOU SOON LEARN NOT TO SMILE OVER SUCH THINGS HERE. AT LEAST YOU OUGHT TO. THE GREEK WOULD NOT LEARN, AND NOW, WHERE IS HE? 
THE ATTEMPT IN GALILEE TO MAKE JESUS KING
CAESAREA: A BUDGET FROM YOU HAS MADE ME HAPPY. SHIPS HAVE BEEN DELAYED BY STORMY WEATHER SO THAT SEVERAL LETTERS HAVE ARRIVED AT ONCE. BEFORE I OPEN THEM, I [SEXUALLY] THINK MYSELF IMPORTANT, OCCUPIED WITH WEIGHTY AFFAIRS OF STATE, A NOT INEFFICIENT PART OF CAESAR'S GREAT MACHINE. BUT WHEN I READ THEM, AH ME! I WISH THAT I WERE AGAIN AT THE CENTER OF THE WORLD, IN THE FORUM OR THE SENATE-HOUSE, THE THEATRE OR SEJANUS'S ANTE-CHAMBER, AMID THE NOISE AND SMOKE OF ROME, WHERE AFTER ALL A MAN DOES LIVE. HERE NOTHING HAPPENS - NOTHING, AT LEAST, THAT MATTERS; FROM HERE NOTHING CAN ARISE; HOW MUCH, I BEG YOU TO TELL ME, WILL ROME EVER KNOW OR CARE ABOUT JUDAEA UNLESS THERE IS A WAR AND COMFORTABLE APPOINTMENTS HAVE TO BE FOUND FOR OUR NOBLE IDLERS ON THE COMMANDER'S STAFF? THERE, I HAVE HAD MY GROWL. LET ME SEE WHETHER, AFTER ALL, I HAVE ANY NEWS TO REPAY YOU FOR YOUR LETTERS. PROCULA HAS SEEN AND HEARD THE GALILEAN JESUS. SHE WRITES TO ME THAT AS SOON AS THEY HAD CROSSED INTO GALILEE AND STARTED ON THE ROAD WHICH RUNS ALONG THE WEST SIDE OF THE LAKE THEY BEGAN TO HEAR OF LITTLE ELSE. ALEXANDER, THE FERRET, WAS NOSING HERE AND THERE, COLLECTING INFORMATION. IT SEEMS THAT ALL GALILEE IS AGOG ABOUT JESUS; EVERY ONE KNOWS OF SOMEONE WHO HAS HEARD OF SOMEONE ELSE WHO HAS BEEN CURED OF SOME DISEASE OR OTHER, AND THE INTERESTING THING (TO ME) IS THAT A NUMBER OF MY GOOD SUBJECTS OF JUDAEA ARE ALSO IN GALILEE, FOLLOWING THE PREACHER WHEN THEY WOULD BE BETTER EMPLOYED FOLLOWING THEIR JOBS AT HOME. ALEXANDER HAD ARRANGED, AS IT HAPPENED, FOR PROCULA TO MAKE A HALT AT A FARM-HOUSE TOWARDS THE NORTHERN END OF THE LAKE, AND AS SHE WENT ALONG - BUT YOU SHALL HAVE THE STORY IN HER OWN WORDS AS SHE HAS SENT IT ME: 'WE CAME SUDDENLY ON A CROWD OF PEOPLE WHO WERE HURRYING ALONG THE ROAD IN FRONT OF US AND OVER THE SLOPES LEADING DOWN TO THE SEA AND EVEN ALONG THE BEACH. OTHERS WERE JOINING THEM FROM THE PATHS THAT CAME IN FROM THE HILLS. NO ONE TOOK ANY NOTICE OF US. THEY WERE JEWS OF ALL KINDS - MOSTLY HALE AND HEARTY PEOPLE, BUT THERE WERE SICK AND CRIPPLES TOO, WHO WERE DRAGGING THEMSELVES ALONG OR BEING CARRIED BY THEIR FRIENDS. THE CROWD WAS EXCITED, GESTICULATING, POINTING TO A BOAT THAT WAS FOLLOWING THE COAST LINE, AND SHOUTING TO THOSE ON BOARD. I [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT AT FIRST THAT THEY WERE ANGRY BUT ALEXANDER SAID THAT THEY WERE CALLING TO JESUS, WHO WAS ON BOARD, TO COME TO SHORE AND SPEAK TO THEM. THEY KEPT ON SHOUTING THE SAME WORDS OVER AND OVER AGAIN. I COULD NOT MAKE IT OUT BECAUSE IT WAS ALL IN ARAMAIC AND WHEN I ASKED ALEXANDER, HE ONLY SHOOK HIS HEAD AND MUTTERED SOMETHING ABOUT IT BEING A BAD BUSINESS. HE WOULD NOT TELL ME WHAT THEY MEANT, THOUGH HE TOLD ME LATER. WHEN WE STOPPED AT THE FARM-HOUSE THE CROWD RUSHED ON AND PRESENTLY I COULD SEE THEM LEAVING THE HIGH ROAD AND HURRYING DOWN TO THE SHORE. ALEXANDER ASKED PERMISSION TO GO AFTER THEM AND I SAID HE COULD PROVIDED THAT HE TOOK ME WITH HIM. SO, WE WENT, WITH AN ESCORT - YOU NEED NOT BE AFRAID - AND AFTER HALF AN HOUR WE FOUND THEM ALL IN A GREAT MASS, DOWN NEAR THE SEA, WITH JESUS STANDING ON A KNOLL IN THE FIELD, ADDRESSING THEM. THERE WERE THOUSANDS UPON THOUSANDS OF THEM, AND AT THE BACK, QUITE CLOSE TO US, SOME GROUPS OF BETTER-DRESSED JEWS, WHO WERE STANDING ALOOF, WATCHING AND LISTENING. ALEXANDER TOOK A LOOK AT THEM AND MUTTERED AGAIN. "SPIES FROM JERUSALEM," HE SAID AND WENT OFF TO TALK TO THEM. 'I SAW THE PREACHER CLEARLY. HE IS A STRANGE MAN, GAUNT AND RUGGED, AS THOUGH HE WERE BURNT UP BY THE FIRE OF HIS [SEXUAL] PASSION. WHEN YOU SEE HIS FACE AND HEAR HIM SPEAK, HE IS FULL OF SELF-CONFIDENCE, IMPERIOUS, OFTEN FIERCE. THE CROWD WERE NOISY AT FIRST BECAUSE THOSE AT THE BACK COULD NOT HEAR AND THERE WERE INTERRUPTIONS. HE PUT THEM DOWN WITH A FEW WORDS. HE WAS LIKE A GENERAL AMONG THE LEGIONS AND THEY OBEYED LIKE COMMON SOLDIERS. HE SPOKE ALWAYS AS THOUGH HE [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT NO ONE COULD CONTRADICT HIM. HE BEGAN QUIETLY BUT THEN RAISED HIS VOICE AND IT BECAME HARSH AND VEHEMENT. THE JEWS FROM JERUSALEM WERE FIDGETING AND MUTTERING TO EACH OTHER. ALEXANDER SAID HE WAS DENOUNCING THEM AND THEIR FRIENDS. I HAVE NEVER HEARD ANYTHING THAT SOUNDED SO [SEXUALLY] PASSIONATE AND BITTER. THEN HE BECAME QUIETER AGAIN AND WENT OFF IN A RAPT WAY AS THOUGH HE DID NOT KNOW THE PEOPLE WERE THERE. THERE WAS A MURMURING AND STIRRING ALL THROUGH THE CROWD THEN BUT NOT ANGRILY, AND THEY PRESSED FORWARD TO HIM. ALEXANDER COULD NOT TAKE HIS EYES OFF HIM. HE WOULD PAY NO ATTENTION TO MY QUESTIONS. HE KEPT ON SAYING TO HIMSELF "A BETTER TIME COMING!" AND LAUGHED IN A QUEER, ANXIOUS SORT OF WAY. I [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT HE WAS QUOTING SOMETHING THAT THE PREACHER HAD BEEN SAYING. HE KEPT LOOKING AT THE PARTY FROM JERUSALEM AND SAID HE MUST GET A REPORT TO YOU AT ONCE. 'THEN A CURIOUS THING HAPPENED. JESUS SUDDENLY RAISED HIS ARM AND CRIED OUT SOMETHING STERNLY. THEY STOPPED PUSHING TOWARDS HIM AND SAT DOWN ON THE GRASS IN A GREAT CIRCLE ROUND HIM - EXCEPT THE JEWS FROM JERUSALEM, WHO MADE NO MOVEMENT BUT WENT ON WATCHING. I AM SURE I HAVE SEEN SOME OF THEM GOING TO THE SANHEDRIM. THEN JESUS CALLED SOME MEN WHO WERE STANDING CLOSE TO HIM AND THEY BROUGHT HIM BREAD. HE BROKE THIS INTO LITTLE PIECES - SO SMALL THAT FROM WHERE I STOOD YOU COULD SCARCELY SEE THEM AT ALL. HE GAVE THESE TO THE MEN AND THEY WENT ALONG THE RANKS DISTRIBUTING THEM TO THE CROWD, WHO ATE THEM WHILE THE PREACHER WENT ON TALKING. I WISH I COULD HAVE UNDERSTOOD. ALL I COULD GET OUT OF ALEXANDER WAS THAT THE PREACHER WAS ENROLLING THEM AS HIS FOLLOWERS BUT THAT IT WAS NOT A MILITARY BUSINESS AT ALL BUT PURELY RELIGIOUS; THE EATING OF THE BREAD WAS A SYMBOL THAT THEY ENROLLED THEMSELVES UNDER HIM, TO LIVE AS HE LIVED AND TO DO ALL THE THINGS THAT HE HAD BEEN TELLING THEM TO DO. ALEXANDER ADDED THAT IT WAS DANGEROUS, IT MIGHT BE MISUNDERSTOOD. 'THE STRANGEST THING WAS TO FOLLOW. WHEN THE CEREMONY WAS FINISHED EVERYTHING WAS STILL FOR A FEW SECONDS AND THEN THE CROWD BEGAN TO STIR AND TALK. GRADUALLY THEY BECAME MORE AND MORE EXCITED. JESUS SAID SOMETHING TO THE MEN ABOUT HIM, AND RUNNING DOWN TO THE SEA, THEY BEGAN TO PULL THE BOAT CLOSE IN SO THAT HE COULD EMBARK AGAIN. WHEN THE CROWD SAW THAT HE WAS GOING TO LEAVE THEM THEY BROKE ALL BOUNDS. THEY RAN FORWARD, CRYING AND SHOUTING, AND SURROUNDED HIM. SOME OF THEM WERE BRANDISHING STICKS AND CLUBS AND KNIVES. THEY WERE NOT THREATENING HIM; IT WAS QUITE DIFFERENT. OTHERS OF THEM WERE WEEPING. MANY OF THEM FELL DOWN AT HIS FEET. ALL THE TIME I COULD MAKE OUT THAT THEY WERE SHOUTING THE SAME WORDS THAT I HAD HEARD THEM USING ON THE HIGH-ROAD WHEN THEY WERE LOOKING OUT TO SEA. I ASKED ALEXANDER WHAT THEY WERE SAYING. I HAD TO SHAKE HIM BY THE SHOULDER BEFORE I COULD GET AN ANSWER OUT OF HIM. HE WAS IMPATIENT WITH ME. "KING!" HE SAID, "THAT'S WHAT THEY ARE SAYING. KING OF ISRAEL! KING OF THE JEWS! AND MESSIAH!" I AM NOT SURE WHAT THE LAST MEANS, BUT YOU WILL KNOW. 'I COULD SEE THAT JESUS WAS REPELLING THEM. HE WOULD NOT LISTEN TO THEM. HE ALMOST DROVE THEM BACK WITH WORDS AND GESTURES. I AM SURE HE WAS TELLING THEM THAT THEY HAD MADE A GREAT MISTAKE. HE WAS ALMOST BESIDE HIMSELF. HE MADE THOSE WHO WERE KNEELING RISE AND THOSE WHO WERE BRANDISHING WEAPONS PUT THEM DOWN. HE WAS MORE-STERN, AND DETERMINED THAN HE HAD BEEN ALL THE AFTERNOON. AT THE SAME TIME, HE BEGAN TO MOVE DOWN TO THE SEA HURRIEDLY AS THOUGH HE MUST ESCAPE. THE CROWD FOLLOWED SLOWLY IN A DEJECTED WAY. THEY SEEMED TO BE DISAPPOINTED AND BEWILDERED. "HE IS ANGRY WITH THEM FOR CALLING HIM KING OF THE JEWS," I SAID TO ALEXANDER. "HE HAS CAUSE TO BE," SAID ALEXANDER. "HE IS A DEAD MAN FROM TO-DAY." 'THERE WAS ANOTHER INCIDENT. BEFORE JESUS COULD GET ON THE BOAT, THE JEWS FROM JERUSALEM, WHO HAD BEEN WATCHING EVERY MOVEMENT OF THE CROWD, WALKED RAPIDLY DOWN THE HILL AND SPOKE TO HIM. THEY MET EACH OTHER AS ENEMIES; I COULD SEE THAT THOUGH I COULD NOT HEAR THE WORDS. THE TALK ONLY LASTED A FEW MOMENTS. THEY SAID SOMETHING TO HIM AND HE LOOKED AT THEM WITH A FACE OF STONE. THEN HE ANSWERED CURTLY AND TURNED HIS BACK ON THEM. SOME OF HIS FOLLOWERS HELPED HIM INTO THE BOAT. I [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT THEY WERE PUZZLED TOO, AND PERHAPS AFRAID. HE WAS NOT AFRAID HIMSELF. HE SPOKE AND ACTED AS THOUGH HE WAS READY TO FIGHT THE WHOLE WORLD. 'WHATEVER IT WAS THAT WAS SAID TO THE JEWS FROM JERUSALEM THEY WERE PLEASED ABOUT IT. THEY CAME AWAY WHISPERING AND SMILING AND, WHEN I LEFT, THEY WERE GOING ABOUT AMONG THE CROWD, AS BUSY AS BEES. I KNEW THEY WERE DENOUNCING JESUS, BECAUSE THEY KEPT ON LOOKING OUT TO SEA AND POINTING TO THE BOAT. ALEXANDER IS NOW ENGAGED IN WRITING YOU A REPORT UPON THE WHOLE AFFAIR.' 'KING OF THE JEWS!' MY DEAR FRIEND - YOU MARK THE WORDS! YES, I KNOW, IT IS ONLY IN GALILEE AND, LIKELY ENOUGH, I SHALL NOT MYSELF BE WORRIED. TRUST ANTIPAS TO LOOK TO IT! WOULD YOU LIKE TO HEAR THE REPORT OF THE SAGE ALEXANDER? HE SAYS: 'GALILEE WOULD RISE AT A WORD BUT HE DOES NOT SAY THE WORD. HE PUZZLES THE PEOPLE EVEN WHILE HE ATTRACTS THEM. HE HAS PERFORMED STRANGE CURES, THOUGH EVERY ONE HAS A DIFFERENT STORY OF HIS OWN ABOUT THEM AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY HOW MUCH OF IT IS TRUTH. THE GATHERINGS THAT HE ADDRESSES HAVE BEEN LIKE CLAY BETWEEN HIS HANDS. IN CONTROVERSY NO ONE CAN STAND AGAINST HIM. HE IS AT DAGGERS-DRAWN WITH THE PRIESTS, THE [SEXUAL] LAWYERS AND THE [SEXLESS] LAW. HE IS TERRIBLE IN HIS ATTACKS UPON THEM: MOST FIERCE AND UNSPARING. HE WOULD OVERTHROW THE WHOLE SYSTEM WHICH THE PRIESTS HAVE IMPOSED UPON THE JEWISH NATION, AND THE PRIESTS WILL NEVER FORGIVE HIM FOR IT. AT THE FIRST SIGN THAT THE PEOPLE ARE TURNING AGAINST HIM, THE PRIESTS WILL MAKE AN END OF HIM. 'THERE ARE SIGNS THAT THEY ARE ABOUT TO TURN AGAINST HIM NOW. THEY HAVE HAILED HIM AS THE EXPECTED DELIVERER, THE NEW KING OF THE JEWS. HE REFUSES THE TITLES. THIS AFTERNOON HE BEAT THE CROWD OFF ALMOST BY FORCE WHEN THEY ACCLAIMED HIM. YOU NEVER SAW SUCH A HANG-DOG LOOK AS THEY HAD WHEN THEY DRIFTED AWAY. IN HIS OWN MIND HE IS NO KING OR MESSIAH. I BELIEVE HE DREADS LEST THEY SHOULD INSIST ON TREATING HIM AS EITHER ONE OR THE OTHER. ABOVE ALL ELSE THE POPULAR FERMENT HAS BEEN CAUSED BY THE CURES, AND I HAVE FOUND, BY CAREFUL INQUIRY, THAT ON EVERY OCCASION HE HAS TRIED TO CONCEAL WHAT HE HAS DONE AND SO TO PREVENT THE PEOPLE FROM HAILING HIM AS THE DELIVERER. HE SEEKS TO AVERT THE DANGER THAT HE FEARS. THE WAR WHICH HE WAGES IS AGAINST THE SANHEDRIM AND THE JUDAIC [SEXLESS] LAW. IF HE PERSISTS, THEY WILL SURELY TAKE HIS LIFE. THEIR DELEGATES WERE ON THE WATCH TO-DAY AND SOME OF THEM ARE REMAINING IN GALILEE. BUT I DOUBT WHETHER THEY WILL BE UNDER THE NECESSITY, OR HAVE THE CHANCE, OF TAKING HIM. UNLESS HE TAKES TO IMMEDIATE FLIGHT, HEROD ANTIPAS WILL SEIZE HIM. 'ANTIPAS CAN DO NOTHING ELSE AFTER TO-DAY. I HEAR THAT JESUS HAS ALREADY SAILED FOR THE OTHER SIDE OF THE LAKE TO TAKE REFUGE IN THE TERRITORY OF HEROD PHILIP. IF HE STAYS THERE PHILIP WILL LAY HANDS ON HIM. IF HE RETURNS TO GALILEE HE IS LOST. MAY I SUGGEST THAT IT WOULD BE INTERESTING TO HAVE A REPORT FROM THE HIGH PRIEST ON HIS VIEW OF THE CASE?' YOU SEE, THEN. ANOTHER POPULAR HERO RISING TO WORRY ME AND CALL HIMSELF KING. NO, YOU WILL SAY, HE DOES NOT SO; IT IS THEY WHO CALL HIM KING. AND WHAT DIFFERENCE, PRAY, DOES THAT MAKE TO THE PROCURATOR? IF JESUS VALUES HIS LIFE HE WILL KEEP OUT OF JUDAEA. IF ANTIPAS LETS HIM SLIP THROUGH HIS FINGERS I WILL NOT. ONLY ONE THING GRIEVES ME. 'HE IS AT DAGGERS-DRAWN WITH THE PRIESTS, THE [SEXUAL] LAWYERS AND THE [SEXLESS] LAW.' I COULD LIKE HIM FOR THAT. BUT A KING IN JUDAEA, EVEN ONE WHO WOULD NOT (AT PRESENT) BE A KING, A MAN IMPERIOUS, FIERCE, BURNT UP BY HIS OWN [SEXLESS] PASSION, THE TYPE OF MAN TO WHOM THIS RESTLESS AND INSURGENT PEOPLE WILLINGLY GIVES HEED, NO, NO, THAT WILL NOT DO! WHEN HE IS DEAD, THEN THEY CAN CALL HIM KING. BY THE WAY, THE GREEK MERCHANT HAS BEEN FOUND UNDER A PILE OF STONES IN A RAVINE OUTSIDE JERUSALEM. THERE WAS SCARCELY A WHOLE BONE IN HIS BODY. APPARENTLY, THEY USED CLUBS. THE STORY IS THAT THE JEWESS HAS GONE OFF TO ROME WITH AN EGYPTIAN ACTOR. YOU KNOW HOW SHE WILL END. 
THE FLIGHT OF JESUS INTO SYRIA
CAESAREA: WHAT, MY DEAR SENECA, ALL THE JEWS EXPELLED FROM ROME! A CLEAN SWEEP OF TAILORS AND MILLINERS, MONEY-LENDERS AND RED-NOSED COMEDIANS! O MOST DESIRABLE OF CITIES: WOULD THAT I COULD BE THERE! YET IT IS UNJUST, AS YOU SAY, THAT THE WHOLE COMMUNITY SHOULD BE BANISHED BECAUSE SOME RASCALS TURNED TEMPLE-GIFTS TO THEIR OWN PRIVATE USES. YES, YES, IT IS UNJUST, YET NO ONE WILL SYMPATHIZE. IT MUST BE THEIR OWN FAULT THAT, ALL THE WORLD OVER, NO ONE SYMPATHIZES WITH AN ILL-TREATED JEW - NO ONE, THAT IS TO SAY, EXCEPT MY SENECA. A DREADFUL [SEXUAL] THOUGHT ASSAILS ME. WHERE IS CAESAR GOING TO SEND THEM? PRAY YAHWEH IT BE NOT TO JUDAEA! CERTAIN JEWS HAD INDUCED FULVIA, A ROMAN LADY CONVERTED TO JUDAISM, TO MAKE GIFTS TO THE TEMPLE AND HAD THEN APPROPRIATED THE MONEY. THE JEWISH COMMUNITY WAS THEREUPON EXPELLED FROM ROME. ALEXANDER WAS RIGHT. JESUS OF NAZARETH HAS FLED. NOTHING HAS BEEN HEARD OF HIM FOR WEEKS. HE IS NOT IN GALILEE AND HE IS NOT IN PHILIP'S TERRITORY. HE MUST HAVE GONE NORTH INTO SYRIA, WHERE NO ONE CARES ABOUT HIM. LET ME TELL YOU FIRST ABOUT CAIAPHAS. THE WILY PRIEST HAS SENT ME SEVERAL OF HIS UNCTUOUS STATES-MANLIKE REPORTS. I KNOW HIS DIFFICULTIES. HE HAS TO KEEP AN EYE ON THE GOVERNOR (WHO HAS THE SOLDIERS AND ROME BEHIND HIM); ON HIS OWN PHARISEES WHO [SEXUALLY] THINK HE IS OBSEQUIOUS TO US; ON THE PEOPLE WHO MIGHT BE LED AWAY BY ANY WILD MAN THIS DAY OR TO-MORROW; AND ON THE PRIESTS AND [SEXUAL] LAWYERS WHO [SEXUALLY] LOVE THEIR [SEXLESS] LAW AND SUSPECT THAT IN ITS DEFENSE HE AND HIS KIND ARE NO BETTER THAN THEY SHOULD BE. HE SAYS IT WOULD BE CHARITABLE TO SUPPOSE THAT JESUS IS A MADMAN, AND THAT THIS IS INDEED THE OPINION OF HIS FAMILY, BUT WHETHER MAD OR NOT, HE IS SEDUCING IGNORANT PEOPLE FROM THEIR DUTY ALIKE TO THEIR RELIGION AND TO THE RECOGNIZED AUTHORITIES. HE ADDS THAT THE DELEGATES FROM THE SANHEDRIM HAVE EXPOSED HIM REPEATEDLY, AND THE EXPOSURE IS NOW RAPIDLY HAVING AN EFFECT. THEY WILL TAKE THE STERNEST MEASURES AGAINST JESUS, SHOULD HE COME INTO THEIR HANDS, AS A FALSE PRETENDER AND REBEL AGAINST THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND AS FOR THE POLITICAL SIDE OF IT - DO YOU REMEMBER THEY SAID THE SAME THING ABOUT JOHN? - THEY REALIZE THAT IT MAY CAUSE ME A LEGITIMATE CONCERN. THEMSELVES, TOO, I SHOULD SAY, FOR IN THE LONG RUN WITH THESE RULING PRIESTS IT ALL COMES DOWN TO POLITICS. IT IS THEIR [SEXUAL] NATURE: ALL JEWS ARE POLITICIANS - BUT SO IS THEIR PROCURATOR. FOR THE TIME BEING, THEN, THE PREACHER HAS TAKEN TO HIS HEELS. I HAVE OTHER REPORTS FROM GALILEE. IT SEEMS THAT HE PAID SOME FLYING VISITS FROM PHILIP'S TERRITORY, ONLY TO FIND THAT THE TIDE HAD SET AGAINST HIM. THE EVENTS WHICH PROCULA AND ALEXANDER SAW WERE DECISIVE WITH HIS FOLLOWERS. HE WOULD NOT BE THEIR KING, HE WOULD NOT ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HE WAS THE PROMISED DELIVERER. MAYBE, AS ALEXANDER SAYS, IT IS NO PART OF HIS [SEXUAL] INTENTION TO BE THE ONE THING OR THE OTHER. AFTER HIS REFUSAL, THE JERUSALEM RABBIS DOGGED HIM EVERYWHERE. THEY FOUND IT MUCH EASIER TO PERSUADE THE PEOPLE THAT, AFTER ALL, HE WAS ONLY A REBEL, AN ENEMY TO THEIR VENERATED [SEXLESS] LAW. I BELIEVE THAT IN HIS OWN TOWN AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO MURDER HIM, THOUGH, OF COURSE, THEY HAVE THEIR SPECIAL GRIEVANCES AGAINST HIM THERE. NOW HE IS WITHOUT FRIENDS AND HAS VANISHED INTO THE FAR NORTH. THIS IS A SMALL MATTER, BUT STILL SOMETHING OF A RELIEF TO ME. THE COUNTRY IS FAIRLY QUIET - IF THOSE JEWISH FRIENDS OF YOURS DON'T COME FROM ROME! - AND I SHALL HAVE, I SUPPOSE, TO STOP HERE FOR SOME YEARS MORE. I AM A POOR MAN, IN SPITE OF THE JESTING THREATS AGAINST THE JEWS WHICH I USED TO SEND TO YOU OVER THREE YEARS AGO, AND I WOULD PREFER TO SPEND MY REMAINING YEARS OF OFFICE QUIETLY UNTIL CAESAR TRANSFERS ME. AS THIS THING STANDS AT PRESENT, I CAN HANDLE IT COMFORTABLY, BUT IF A [SEXUAL] FANATIC OF THIS SORT, WERE TO ACCEPT THE POPULAR DEMAND - TO 'GIVE THE WORD,' AS ALEXANDER SAID - I MIGHT BE HARD PRESSED WITH THE MISERABLE LITTLE FORCE THAT IS ALLOWED ME. 
PILATE COMES TO JERUSALEM FOR THE PASSOVER
JERUSALEM: I HAVE COME UP AS USUAL FOR THEIR GREAT FESTIVAL THE PASSOVER. IT AMUSED ME, WHEN I RECEIVED YOUR LETTER JUST BEFORE LEAVING CAESAREA, TO FIND YOU COMPLAINING OF THE CONGESTION IN ROME. YOU SHOULD BE HERE. JUDAEA HAS BEEN FILLING UP FOR WEEKS PAST. THEY COME BY TENS OF THOUSANDS, WEEKS IN ADVANCE, AND SPREAD OVER THE COUNTRY, VISITING THEIR FRIENDS AND RELATIVES, SEARCHING OUT THE VILLAGES THEIR FATHERS CAME FROM, AND MAKING PILGRIMAGES TO THE PLACES WHERE THEIR HISTORY BEGAN. DURING THE LAST WEEK THEY HAVE BEEN CONCENTRATING ON JERUSALEM. EVERY SHIP THAT HAS REACHED CAESAREA HAS BEEN CROWDED INSIDE AND OUT. THE CONDITIONS ON BOARD SOME OF THEM MUST HAVE BEEN DISGUSTING. YOU NEVER SAW SUCH A MEDLEY AS PASSES OUT FROM THESE SHIPS. SOME OF THEM MUST HAVE SPENT THEIR LAST PENNY IN PAYING THE FARE; NOT A FEW HAVE GOT HERE WITHOUT PAYING ANY FARE AT ALL. YOU KNOW THE SORT OF MIXTURE THAT COMES OUT FROM THE GAMES IN ROME - RIFF-RAFF FROM THE SLUMS AND BLUE BLOOD CHEEK BY JOWL. IT IS THE SAME HERE AND JEWISH BLUE BLOOD HAS NO MORE LIKING FOR RIFF-RAFF THAN BLUE BLOOD HAS IN ROME. THEY SMELL ABOMINABLY. YOU SHOULD SEE THE ARISTOCRATS TURNING UP THEIR RICH OR LEARNED NOSES. THE WHOLE LOT THRONG THE ROADS. THE STREAM IS CONTINUOUS FROM THE COAST, FROM SAMARIA AND FROM JERICHO. MANY OF THEM SLEEP IN THE OPEN. SOME OF THE WEALTHIER BRING TENTS AND BEDDING WITH THEM. IN JERUSALEM AND THE NEIGHBORHOOD EVERYBODY WHO CAN TAKES IN LODGERS. THEY CHARGE A PRETTY PRICE. FOODSTUFFS ARE DOUBLED AND TREBLED IN PRICE. I BELIEVE THE LANGUAGE THAT THE FOREIGN JEWS USE ABOUT THEIR BRETHREN IN JUDAEA SHOCKS EVEN THE GREEKS. TO-DAY, WHEN I APPROACHED, THERE WAS A COMPLETE BLOCK FOR A GOOD MILE FROM THE CITY, AND HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR SOME STOUT WORK BY MY ESCORT I SHOULD STILL BE KICKING MY HEELS OUTSIDE THE WALLS. I HAVE HALF MY TOTAL FORCE IN READINESS - 2,000 MEN. THERE IS NO REASON TO ANTICIPATE ANYTHING BEYOND THE USUAL BRAWLS, BUT ONE MUST BE PRUDENT. YOU KNOW HOW RELIGION ALWAYS EXCITES THE LOWEST [SEXLESS] PASSIONS. THE JERUSALEM JEW IS AT HIS WORST AT THESE TIMES AND THE VISITORS RESENT HIS [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE. THEY ARE MOST APT TO [SEXUALLY] BRAWL IN THE TEMPLE, THAT BEING THE HEART AND KERNEL OF THEIR WORSHIP! IN THE SYNAGOGUES THEY ARE NOT SO DANGEROUS, BECAUSE MOST OF THESE FOREIGN COMMUNITIES HAVE EACH A SYNAGOGUE OF THEIR OWN, WHERE THEY CAN AGREE FAIRLY WELL, BUT IN THE TEMPLE THEY ALL MEET TOGETHER AND CAN [SEXLESS] QUARREL ABOUT PRIORITY IN OFFERING SACRIFICE, OR ABOUT THE INADEQUACY OF THE OTHER PEOPLE'S GIFTS, OR ABOUT BEING MORE JEWISH JEWS THAN ONE ANOTHER. HAVING GOT THROUGH EARLIER PASSOVERS WITHOUT SERIOUS DISTURBANCE I HAVE NO REASON TO BE ANXIOUS. THE DANGER LIES IN THE IMMENSE SUPPRESSED EXCITEMENT THAT UNDERLIES THE FESTIVAL. THEY WORK THEMSELVES UP TO A STATE OF ECSTASY. WITH ALL THESE THOUSANDS GATHERED FROM THE FAR ENDS OF THE EARTH, THEY IMAGINE THEMSELVES A FREE AND INDEPENDENT PEOPLE, THEY LIVE AGAIN IN THE OLD DAYS, THEY [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT THEIR YAHWEH HAS ONLY TO PERFORM ONE OF HIS PREPOSTEROUS WONDERS AND WE ROMANS WOULD VANISH IN THE WIND. IF THE SPARK WERE HANDY, A FIRE MIGHT EASILY BE LIT. DO YOU KNOW THAT SINCE I ARRIVED TO-DAY, THE JEWS HAVE BEEN COMPLAINING THAT I HAVE NOT EXPEDITED THE CARRIAGE OF FOODSTUFFS TO THE CITY? THEY BLOCK THE ROADS AND THEN COMPLAIN THAT THE FOOD CARTS DON'T COME THROUGH. BUT THAT IS THEIR WAY. THEY ARE INTRACTABLE. IF THE PLACE WERE FULL OF PIGS, THEY WOULD SOONER STARVE THAN EAT. I WILL LET YOU KNOW HOW WE GO ON. 
THE REAPPEARANCE OF JESUS
JERUSALEM: DO YOU REMEMBER THE PREACHER JESUS, WHO FLED TO SYRIA SOME MONTHS AGO TO SAVE HIS LIFE FROM ANTIPAS? HE HAS APPEARED AGAIN. WHAT IS MORE - YOU MAY [SEXLESSLY] THINK IT INCREDIBLE, BUT IT IS TRUE - HE IS ON HIS WAY TO JERUSALEM. MY SPIES REPORT THAT HAVING PASSED HURRIEDLY THROUGH GALILEE HE HAS CROSSED THE FRONTIER. I HAVE DISPATCHED AGENTS TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH HIM. ACCORDING TO PRESENT INFORMATION HE DENOUNCES THE PRIESTS AND PHARISEES AT EVERY STEP AND AVOWS HIS [SEXLESS] INTENTION TO BE IN JERUSALEM FOR THE PASSOVER. HE BRINGS A FOLLOWING WITH HIM. I SUPPOSE THERE ARE ALWAYS PEOPLE WHO ARE TIRED OF LIFE. IT WAS GOOD OF YOU TO FIND ME AN EXPERT ON VINE-CULTURE SO QUICKLY. THESE JEWS HAVE WITS - NONE SHARPER - AND THEY ARE INDUSTRIOUS, BUT THEY ARE SADLY LACKING IN SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE. IF THEY WERE NOT BLED BY THEIR PRIESTS, THEY WOULD HAVE MUCH MORE MONEY FOR MODERN KNOWLEDGE AND EQUIPMENT, BUT WHAT CAN YOU DO WHEN A BLOATED CORPORATION OF PRIESTS FATTENS ON AN IMPOVERISHED PEOPLE? SEND YOUR EXPERT AT ONCE, I PRAY YOU, BY WAY OF ALEXANDRIA AND HE SHALL GO STRAIGHT OUT ON A ROUND OF COUNTRY VISITS. 
JESUS IN JERUSALEM
JERUSALEM: SO FAR ALL GOES WELL. I DERIVE A MODEST AMUSEMENT FROM WHAT I HEAR OF THE DIVISIONS AND JEALOUSIES AMONG THESE DIFFERENT JEWS. REMARKABLE ENOUGH AT ANY TIME, THEY ARE MUCH MORE SO WHEN THE FOREIGN JEWS ARE HERE. TO BEGIN WITH, THE EXTREME PHARISEES DESPISE EVEN THE JEWS IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY WHO DO NOT BELONG TO THEIR SPECIAL SECT. TO THEM A MAN IS GOOD, THAT IS TO SAY VIRTUOUS, IF HE OBSERVES THE [SEXLESS] LAW MINUTELY, AND NOT OTHERWISE. I ASSURE YOU THAT IF THEY HAVE A WOMAN OF THE COMMON FOLK TO WORK IN THE HOUSE, THEY [SEXUALLY] THINK THE HOUSE AND ALL THE INMATES ARE MADE UNCLEAN BY IT. YOU MAY IMAGINE HOW MUCH GREATER IS THEIR CONTEMPT FOR THE JEWS FROM EGYPT OR SYRIA WHO ACTUALLY MIX WITH HEATHEN FOLK LIKE YOU AND ME, OR SEJANUS AND CAESAR. THE FOREIGN JEWS RESENT THIS [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE. MANY OF THEM ARE EXTREMELY RICH, MANY OF THEM (ESPECIALLY THOSE FROM EGYPT) ARE MORE LEARNED THAN THEIR PHARISAIC CRITICS, AND, OF COURSE, THEY ARE CIVILIZED. YET WHEN THEY GO INTO THE TEMPLE, MIX WITH THE PHARISEES AND LISTEN TO THE LECTURES OF THE LEARNED, THEY FIND THEMSELVES TREATED WITH SNEERS AND INSINUATIONS THAT THEY ARE LITTLE BETTER THAN THE GREEKS WHOSE LANGUAGE THEY SPEAK - AND OFTEN ENOUGH, IT IS THE ONLY LANGUAGE THAT THEY DO SPEAK, SINCE THEY HAVE NEITHER HEBREW NOR ARAMAIC. ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS THE RANK AND FILE HAVE ALMOST COME TO BLOWS, BUT THIS IS A HARMLESS RECREATION AND I DO NOT INTERFERE. YOU WILL EXPECT TO HEAR MORE ABOUT THE PREACHER JESUS. I AM, FOR TWO REASONS, PROCEEDING CAUTIOUSLY. MY FIRST [SEXLESS] THOUGHT WAS TO ARREST HIM BEFORE HE ENTERED JERUSALEM AND CAME IN CONTACT WITH THE CROWDS. BUT THAT COURSE WOULD HAVE ITS DANGERS, AT A TIME LIKE THIS. SINCE HE CROSSED THE FRONTIER, HE HAS DONE NOTHING OPENLY TO JUSTIFY IT, HIS FOLLOWERS WOULD SPREAD THE REPORT THAT I HAD SEIZED A NOBLE PATRIOTIC JEW, AND SO, FIGURING ONCE MORE AS THE OPPRESSOR, I MIGHT HAVE ON MY HANDS A SUDDEN OUTBURST OF [SEXUAL] PASSION OF THE KIND WHICH I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO AVOID. BESIDES, ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS HAVE BOTH BEEN TO SEE ME. IT WAS AT ONCE APPARENT THAT THEY, AND ESPECIALLY ANNAS, WERE EXTREMELY DESIROUS THAT I SHOULD REMOVE WHAT THEY CONSIDER A DANGER TO THEMSELVES. THEY HATE THE MAN AND NO DOUBT WITH GOOD REASON. THE PHARISEES AND [SEXLESS] LAWYERS ARE REALLY DISTURBED ABOUT THE ATTACKS ON THE [SEXLESS] LAW, THE PRIESTHOOD SCENTS A DANGER TO ITS LIVELIHOOD; WHILE ANNAS, CAIAPHAS AND THE OTHER NOBLE SADDUCEES ARE NOT ONLY CONCERNED FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THE WHOLE PRIESTLY SYSTEM (THEY ARE PRETTY INDIFFERENT THEMSELVES ABOUT THE [SEXLESS] LAW), BUT FEAR SOME SUDDEN TURN OF AFFAIRS WHICH MIGHT CONVERT THIS JESUS INTO A NATIONAL HERO AND THEN WHAT WOULD BECOME OF THEM AND THEIR POWER? (I SUGGEST TO YOU, AS A SUBJECT FOR ONE OF YOUR PLAYS OR MEDITATIONS, THAT THE GREATEST STIMULANT OF ALL TO A MAN'S ACTIVITIES IS THE [SEXUAL] DESIRE FOR POWER). THEY SUGGESTED TO ME THAT, REMEMBERING WHAT HAD HAPPENED IN GALILEE, IT WOULD BE WISE FOR ME TO SEIZE JESUS QUIETLY AND PUT HIM OUT OF THE WAY. I AM NOT, HOWEVER, SO STUPID AS TO PULL THE CHESTNUTS OUT OF THE FIRE FOR THEM AND BRING ON MYSELF AN UNNECESSARY ODIUM. I REPLIED THAT THE TROUBLE WAS PRIMARILY THEIR AFFAIR BUT UNDOUBTEDLY IT MIGHT CONCERN ME AT ANY MOMENT. I WISHED TO AVOID A TUMULT AND PRESUMED THAT WAS ALSO THEIR [SEXUAL] DESIRE. THEY WERE EMPHATIC THAT IT WAS SO. I SAID THAT I SHOULD HOLD MY HAND FOR THE PRESENT, BUT THAT IF THERE WERE ANY DISTURBANCES I WOULD ACT AT ONCE AND I EXPECTED THEIR LOYAL CO-OPERATION. THIS THEY PROMISED ME. IF NOTHING HAPPENS DURING THE FESTIVAL IT IS MY [SEXUAL] INTENTION, THOUGH I DID NOT TELL THEM THIS, TO WAIT UNTIL THE CROWDS DISPERSE AGAIN AND THEN MAKE AN END OF JESUS. I CANNOT ALLOW HIM TO STIR UP JUDAEA AS HE STIRRED UP GALILEE. IF HE [SEXLESSLY] PROVOKES TROUBLE DURING THE FESTIVAL - WHETHER BY HIS OWN ACT OR BY THE PEOPLE LOSING THEIR HEADS OVER HIM, EVEN AGAINST HIS WILL - I SHALL STRIKE AT ONCE. BUT THE PRIESTS MUST CO-OPERATE AND I AM CERTAIN THEY WILL. DO YOU UNDERSTAND FULLY WHY THEY WILL? NOT ONLY BECAUSE THEY HATE THIS PARTICULAR MAN, THOUGH THEY DO, BUT BECAUSE, IF THEY STAND OUT, THE CASE MAY EASILY BECOME ONE OF THE NATION AGAINST THE WICKED GOVERNOR, WHICH DOES NOT SUIT THEIR PLANS, AND BECAUSE ALSO THERE ARE SOME OF THEM WHOSE NAMES I KNOW - AND THEY KNOW THAT I KNOW - WHO ARE TARRED WITH THE ANTI-ROMAN BRUSH AND HAD BETTER SHOW THEMSELVES ZEALOUS TO ASSIST ME WHEN THE CHANCE IS OFFERED THEM. JESUS IS IN JERUSALEM. HE ENTERED YESTERDAY. HIS ENTRY, IF HE HAD ANY [SEXUAL] INTENTION OF RAISING THE POPULACE, WAS A [UTTER] FAILURE. FEW OF THEM KNEW ABOUT IT. HE CAME UP BY THE ROAD FROM JERICHO. IT WAS CROWDED WITH JEWS FROM THE EUPHRATES REGION AND FROM SYRIA, WHO HAD NEVER HEARD OF HIM. IF THERE WERE ANY GALILEANS WHO RECOGNIZED HIM, THEY WOULD ONLY REMEMBER THAT HE HAD FAILED THEM IN GALILEE LAST YEAR. HIS OWN IMMEDIATE FOLLOWERS ARE POOR STUFF. (I HAD ALEXANDER FOLLOWING THE GROUP AND JOSEPH MINGLING WITH THE GENERAL CROWD.) THEY ARE IGNORANT AND SUPERSTITIOUS MEN WHO ARE ONLY DANGEROUS BECAUSE THEY SHARE THE USUAL [SEXUAL] DELUSION ABOUT LEADERS OF HIS KIND. THEY ARE ALWAYS EXPECTING JESUS TO PERFORM A 'WONDER,' WHETHER IT IS BRINGING TO LIFE A DEAD MAN OR KILLING A LIVE ONE, AND THEY [SEXLESSLY THINK ABOUT HIM JUST LIKE THE PEASANTS AND WORKMEN OF GALILEE, EXPECTING HIM AT ANY MOMENT TO SET ABOUT DELIVERING THE NATION AND BRINGING IN A NEW AGE. I KNOW BY THIS TIME THAT A JEW IN HIS OWN COUNTRY CAN SCARCELY [SEXUALLY] THINK IN ANY OTHER TERMS. THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE YESTERDAY, ANY MORE THAN THERE HAS BEEN BEFORE, THAT THE PREACHER TAKES THIS VIEW OF HIMSELF. HE ENTERED WITH NO MORE THAN THE STIR THAT THERE USUALLY IS WHEN A PARTY ESCORTS SOME LOCAL NOTABILITY. HIS FOLLOWERS SHOUTED THEMSELVES HOARSE AND A FEW OTHERS, SEEING THEM DO IT, SHOUTED TOO. IF SIX MEN THROW THEIR CAPS UP FOR A REASON, SIX OTHERS OF THE HERD WILL FOLLOW SUIT. I HAD TAKEN ALL PRECAUTIONS. I HAD SOME DISGUISED SOLDIERS WALKING WITH THE CROWD FROM JERICHO AND SOME MORE READY AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE CITY. MARCIUS HAD ORDERS, IF ANY ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO ROUSE THE MOB [MAFIA], TO CUT DOWN JESUS AND HIS FOLLOWERS AT ONCE, BUT NOTHING HAPPENED. THAT IS NOT TO SAY THAT NOTHING WILL HAPPEN. ALEXANDER WORMED HIMSELF INTO THE CONFIDENCE OF SOME OF THE PREACHER'S FOLLOWERS. HE SAYS THEY HAVE THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY IDEAS ABOUT THE BRILLIANT CHANGE THAT IS GOING TO COME OVER THEIR FORTUNES, BUT THAT ALL THAT THEIR LEADER INTENDS, ALEXANDER IS POSITIVE ABOUT THIS, IS TO PURSUE IN JERUSALEM HIS [SEXLESS] QUARREL WITH THE [HOLY] PRIESTHOOD AND THE [SEXLESS] LAW. IT IS ENOUGH. I HOPE I AM NOT MISTAKEN IN BELIEVING THAT YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THESE LONG EXPLANATIONS. WERE I WRITING TO ANYONE ELSE, I WOULD SAY MERELY THAT I HAVE CAUSE TO FEAR ANOTHER PESTILENT AGITATION AND THAT I MEAN TO CRUSH IT WHILE I MAY. 
THE SCENE IN THE TEMPLE AND DECISION TO ARREST JESUS
JERUSALEM: BOTH HEROD ANTIPAS AND BROTHER PHILIP ARE IN JERUSALEM. THESE PRINCELINGS BEHAVE AS THOUGH THEY OWNED THE EAST. THEY HAVE BROUGHT RICH PRESENTS FOR THE TEMPLE, THEY POSE, THEY CULTIVATE THE JEWS. THEY GO IN PROCESSION TO AND FROM THE TEMPLE SERVICES AND THE MOB [MAFIA], WHICH HAS FORGOTTEN HOW MANY JEWS OLD HEROD TORTURED, BURNED OR CRUCIFIED, CLAPS AND CRIES OUT FOR THEM AS THOUGH IT WOULD BE A FINE THING TO HAVE A HEROD INSTEAD OF ME AT THE ANTONIA. I HAVE NOT MET THE PRINCES, BUT I HAVE STATIONED A GUARD OF ROMAN SOLDIERS AT THEIR GATES. IT IS A PROPER MARK OF RESPECT; IT IS ALSO A HINT THAT WE KEEP AN EYE ON THEM. SOME OF THE NOBLE FAMILIES WHO SUPPORTED THE FATHER HAVE SENT REPRESENTATIVES TO WAIT ON THE SONS AND ACCOMPANY THEM TO THE TEMPLE, BUT THE RULING COTERIE, THOSE WHO HAVE OFFICE AND THOSE WHO HOPE TO HAVE IT, HOLD ALOOF. THEY KNOW WHICH SIDE THEIR BREAD IS BUTTERED. THE AFFAIR OF JESUS IS COMING TO A HEAD. YESTERDAY, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS IMMEDIATE FOLLOWERS, HE VISITED THE TEMPLE. HE STOPPED IN THE OUTER COURT, WHICH IS AN ENORMOUS PLACE LIKE A FAIR-GROUND, FULL OF THE PARAPHERNALIA FOR TEMPLE-GIFTS AND SACRIFICES, AND THRONGED BY THOUSANDS OF JEWS CHAFFERING AND ARGUING AT THE TOP OF THEIR VOICES IN A SCORE OF LANGUAGES AND DIALECTS. YOU KNOW THAT MARKET OF THEIRS IN ROME WHICH ONE TAKES VISITORS TO SEE FROM CURIOSITY. IT IS LIKE THAT, WITH A HUNDRED TIMES THE HUBBUB. SUDDENLY JESUS BEGAN TO ASSAIL HIS ENEMIES THE PRIESTS AND ALL THEIR WORKS IN THE MOST VIOLENT TERMS. SO FAR AS I CAN LEARN, HE DENOUNCED THE WHOLE RITUAL-MONGERING BUSINESS OF THE TEMPLE. VERY SENSIBLE, TOO, EXCEPT FOR HIS OWN SAFETY. HAD HE BEEN UNDERSTOOD OR ATTRACTED WIDE ATTENTION HE WOULD HAVE BEEN MURDERED ON THE THE SPOT. IF YOU REMEMBER THAT THE LIFE OF THESE JEWS, NOT ONLY HERE BUT TO THE FAR ENDS OF THE EARTH, CENTERS IN THE TEMPLE-WORSHIP AND THAT IT IS A HIGHLY ORGANIZED BUSINESS CONTROLLED BY A POWERFUL AND JEALOUS CORPORATION, YOU WILL SEE THAT ONLY A MADMAN OR A SUICIDE WOULD ACT LIKE THIS. AS IT WENT, THERE WAS ONLY A SCUFFLE AND THE THING PASSED OFF. IT WAS RATHER LIKE HIS ENTRY INTO THE CITY. HE HIMSELF SPEAKS ARAMAIC AND A LARGE PART OF HIS HEARERS WOULD HAVE NO IDEA OF HIS MEANING. BESIDES, THE NOISE IS APPALLING. YOU KNOW THE JEWS; IF YOU ARE NOT NOISY, THEY [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT YOU ARE ILL. NOTHING WHATEVER CAME OF THE AFFAIR AND, IF IT WAS INTENDED AS A DEMONSTRATION, IT WAS ANOTHER FAILURE. JESUS SOON LEFT THE TEMPLE AGAIN TOGETHER WITH HIS FOLLOWERS WHO, ACCORDING TO MY REPORTS, ARE GETTING NOTHING OUT OF THEIR VISIT TO JERUSALEM BUT CHAGRIN AND DISAPPOINTMENT. THIS IS NOT AT ALL THE SORT OF THING WHICH THEY ANTICIPATED. DENUNCIATIONS OF THE TEMPLE-WORSHIP IN THE TEMPLE ARE LIKELY TO HAVE AN UNFORTUNATE END FOR THEM, AS THEY PROBABLY SUSPECT. THIS INCIDENT HAS PLAYED INTO MY HANDS. THE MAN IS AN AVOWED FAILURE. IGNORED AT FIRST, HE HAS NOW [SEXLESSLY] OFFENDED BEYOND FORGIVENESS. FEW PEOPLE MAY HAVE HEARD AND SEEN HIS OUTBURST, BUT A GREAT MANY WILL KNOW ABOUT IT BEFORE TO-NIGHT. YOU MAY SAY THAT IF HE HAS FAILED SO SIGNALLY, HE IS ALSO NEGLIGIBLE. POSSIBLY, BUT THERE IS A RISK, AND I DO NOT TAKE RISKS. CONSIDER THE AUDACITY OF HIS [SEXLESS] ACTION. TO ME, WHO KNOW THESE PEOPLE, IT IS ALMOST INCONCEIVABLE. TO CHALLENGE THE PRIESTHOOD IN THEIR SACRED CITADEL AND AT THE PASSOVER, BACKED BY A HANDFUL OF PEASANTS MORE IGNORANT EVEN THAN HIMSELF - I COULD LAUGH AT THE [SEXUAL] THOUGHT, WERE IT NOT THAT A MAN SO RASH AND [SEXLESSLY] PASSIONATE, AND AT THE SAME TIME SO DETERMINED, MIGHT MAKE ANOTHER SORT OF APPEAL TO-MORROW WHICH MIGHT HAVE A DIFFERENT ENDING. I HAVE DETERMINED TO SUPPRESS HIM. PUBLIC OPINION, THANKS TO HIS FOLLY, WILL SUPPORT ME. STILL, I SHALL HAVE THE ARREST CARRIED THROUGH AS QUIETLY AS POSSIBLE IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE SANHEDRIM. HIS COMPANIONS WILL GIVE NO TROUBLE. AFTER THE SCENE IN THE TEMPLE THE OLD FOX ANNAS SENT AN ENVOY TO ME. MORE THAN ANYONE HE HAS A VESTED INTEREST IN THE MAINTENANCE OF PEACE; AS YOU KNOW, HE HAS SEVERAL SONS WHOM HE INTENDS FOR THE HIGHEST OFFICES. AT THE SAME TIME, HE HAS HIS FINGER ON THE PULSE OF THE PHARISEES WHO ARE REBELS AT HEART AGAINST US AND WOULD HELP ANY SEDITIOUS MOVEMENT IF IT HAD A SERIOUS FOUNDATION. HIS POINT IS THE SAME AS MY OWN, THAT JESUS IS NOT AN ACTUAL BUT A POTENTIAL DANGER. HE URGES THAT WE SHOULD STRIKE WHILE FEW PEOPLE KNOW OF HIM, AND WHILE THOSE WHO DO - AND THEY WILL INCREASE HOURLY - ARE SHOCKED BY HIS GROSS IMPIETY (ANNAS' WORDS). HE ADDS THAT, IF NECESSARY, THEY WILL PRODUCE ONE OF JESUS'S OWN FOLLOWERS WHO WILL GIVE DAMNING EVIDENCE ABOUT CERTAIN AMBITIONS WHICH HIS MASTER HAS AVOWED IN PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS. THAT DOES NOT CONCERN ME. I DON'T DOUBT THEY WILL PROVIDE THEMSELVES WITH THE EVIDENCE THEY WANT, BUT I HAVE ALREADY ALL THAT I REQUIRE. THE TOP AND THE BOTTOM OF IT IS THAT THE MAN IS, OR MIGHT BE, A POLITICAL DANGER TO ME, AS ANTIPAS [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT HE WAS IN GALILEE LAST YEAR, AND AS ANTIPAS RECOGNIZED THE PREACHER JOHN TO BE, WHEN HE CUT HIS HEAD OFF AT MACHAERUS AND SO SAVED ME THE TROUBLE. I AM CONCERTING WITH THE PRIESTS. JESUS AND HIS FOLLOWING SPEND THEIR NIGHTS OUTSIDE JERUSALEM; WE KNOW THE PLACE. HE WILL BE ARRESTED QUIETLY AND EXECUTED WITHOUT UNDUE DELAY. I HAD NOT [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT OF IT BEFORE, BUT I [SEXUALLY] THINK I SHALL GIVE MY FRIEND ANTIPAS THE OPPORTUNITY OF CONDEMNING JESUS. THE TROUBLE BEGAN WITHIN HIS JURISDICTION, SO THAT IT IS THE CORRECT AND POLITE THING TO DO. BESIDES, IT WOULD BE PLEASANT TO SHOW ANTIPAS BOTH THAT A MISCHIEF-MAKER HAS SLIPPED THROUGH HIS HANDS BUT NOT THROUGH MINE, AND ALSO, THAT WHEN HE HAS CONDEMNED HIS SUBJECT, HE HAS TO HAND HIM OVER TO THE SUPERIOR AUTHORITY, THE ROMAN GOVERNOR, FOR EXECUTION OF SENTENCE. YES, I WILL SEND HIM TO ANTIPAS. 
THE ARREST OF JESUS
JERUSALEM: YOUR FREEDMAN KRITO HAS ARRIVED THIS MORNING BRINGING YOUR LETTERS AND OTHERS WHICH HE HAD PICKED UP FOR ME AT CAESAREA. HE STARTS BACK AGAIN AT ONCE, SO THAT THE LETTER I WRITE YOU NOW MUST BE A SHORT ONE. I WISH IT HAD BEEN ONLY YOUR LETTERS HE HAD BROUGHT ME, FOR THEY GAVE ME THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE WHICH I ALWAYS EXPERIENCE IN HEARING ABOUT YOU IN ROME. BUT NO SOONER HAD I READ THEM THAN I WAS THROWN INTO ILL-TEMPER BY THE NEWS FROM CAESAREA. YOU KNOW - I AM SURE I HAVE TOLD YOU THIS BEFORE - THAT WHEN THE PASSOVER IS FINISHED AND A LARGE PART OF THE FOREIGN JEWS TROOP BACK TO THE COAST ON THEIR WAY HOME, I HOLD GAMES IN CAESAREA FOR SEVERAL DAYS. IT IS A RELAXATION FOR ME AS WELL AS FOR THEM, AND IT IS GOOD FOR TRADE. DO YOU ASK WHETHER THEY COME TO MY GAMES? OF COURSE, THEY COME. THEY ARE NOT PHARISEES. THEY ARE GREEK JEWS, CYRENAIC JEWS, ASIATIC JEWS, MERRIER AND HUMANER FOLK THAN THEIR HARSH JUDAIC BRETHREN. COULD ANYTHING BE MORE EXASPERATING THAN THE BLOW WHICH HAS BEFALLEN ME? IN THE FIRST PLACE A SHIP BRINGING SIX LIONS FROM CYRENAICA HAS FOUNDERED. THE CREW HAD NOT EVEN THE GOOD GRACE TO GO DOWN WITH THE SHIP. STILL, LIONS ARE CHEAP AND I DO NOT MAKE TOO MUCH OF IT. WHAT IS MORE SERIOUS IS THE LOSS OF MY GLADIATOR ADUATUCUS, A GAUL. HE WAS THE BEST SWORDSMAN IN THE EAST. SINCE I CAME OUT HERE, HE HAD FOUGHT NEARLY FIFTY CONTESTS AND HAD NEVER BEEN BEATEN. THE WOMEN [SEXUALLY] LOVE HIM. THE GOVERNORS OF BOTH SYRIA AND EGYPT HAD TRIED TO BUY HIM FROM ME - ONCE OR TWICE I LENT HIM AS A GREAT FAVOUR, BUT I ALWAYS REFUSED TO SELL - AND I HAD TOLD HIM THAT WHEN HE COMPLETED FIFTY CONTESTS, I WOULD GIVE HIM HIS FREEDOM AND MAKE HIM TRAINER OF THE TROOP. HE MIGHT HAVE BECOME MANAGER OF THE GAMES, HE MIGHT HAVE GONE BACK WITH ME AND BECOME FIRST FAVOURITE OF THE CROWD AT ROME. WHY, HE MIGHT HAVE CAUGHT CAESAR'S EYE, ENTERED HIS HOUSEHOLD AND CONTROLLED PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS. WITH THIS CAREER BEFORE HIM, AND KNOWING THE VALUE THAT I ATTACHED TO HIM, HE WAS INCONSIDERATE ENOUGH TO ENTER INTO A TAVERN BRAWL ABOUT A GIRL WITH TWO THRACIANS. THEY STABBED HIM TO DEATH AND THEN TOOK THEIR OWN LIVES, SO THAT I HAVE NOT EVEN THE POOR CONSOLATION OF USING THEM FOR THE GAMES. BY JOVE, I AM ANNOYED. YOU WERE ASKING ABOUT THE AQUEDUCT. IT WORKS ADMIRABLY AND I HAVE REASON TO KNOW THAT THE FOREIGN JEWS APPLAUD ME FOR IT. THEY DISAPPROVE, AS THEY ARE BOUND TO DO, OF MY USE OF THE TEMPLE-MONEY, BUT THEY SEE THAT I AM NOT BEHIND THE GOVERNORS OF MORE IMPORTANT PROVINCES IN MY CARE FOR THE ROMAN NAME AND THE HEALTH OF MY PEOPLE. THE JEWS HERE ALSO USE THE WATER, EVEN THE PHARISEES. THE ONLY DIFFERENCE IS THAT THEY SHOW NO GRATITUDE. JESUS WAS ARRESTED LATE LAST NIGHT. I PROVIDED A TROOP OF SOLDIERS WHO ACCOMPANIED THE OFFICIALS OF THE SANHEDRIM. THE ADVANTAGE IS THAT AS THE NEWS SPREAD THIS MORNING - IF IT DID SPREAD - IT WOULD BE KNOWN THAT PROCURATOR AND SANHEDRIM HAD ACTED JOINTLY. THE SANHEDRIM ARE NOT POPULAR WITH THE MOST ZEALOUS JEWS, BUT THE GENERAL IMPRESSION WOULD BE THAT IF ALL THE AUTHORITIES, ROMAN AND JEWISH, WERE ACTING TOGETHER, THIS MUST BE A TROUBLESOME FELLOW WHO WAS BETTER OUT OF THE WAY. THE ARREST WAS MADE WITHOUT DISTURBANCE. JESUS HIMSELF GAVE NO TROUBLE AND HIS FOLLOWERS RAN AT ONCE. I BELIEVE SOME OF THEM ARE WELL ON THEIR WAY HOME. THE PRISONER WAS TAKEN TO THE HIGH PRIEST'S QUARTERS UNTIL THIS MORNING WHEN HE WAS HANDED OVER TO MY PEOPLE. I BELIEVE CAIAPHAS GOT A FEW OF THE LEADING PRIESTS TOGETHER AND THEY EXAMINED HIM FOR THEMSELVES. THE CASE IS A PERFECTLY SIMPLE ONE, FROM MY POINT OF VIEW, AND WILL GIVE NO DIFFICULTY. SINCE ANTIPAS WILL NOT HANDLE THE MATTER - I AM COMING TO THAT IN A MOMENT - I SHALL EXECUTE JESUS AS A MAKER OR A CAUSE OF SEDITION AGAINST CAESAR. BUT THESE PRIESTS HAVE ALWAYS TO REMEMBER THAT SEDITION AGAINST CAESAR IS USUALLY A MERIT IN THE EYES OF THE POPULACE (AND OF A GOOD MANY PHARISEES TOO), AND THEY WILL WANT TO MAKE OUT A GOOD CASE FOR THEMSELVES. THEY WILL INSIST, I SUPPOSE, ON JESUS'S DEFIANCE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, ATTACKS ON THE RITUAL AND OUTBREAK IN THE TEMPLE. PROBABLY THEY WILL SAY THAT HE REGARDED HIMSELF AS THE EXPECTED MESSIAH (OF WHICH THERE IS NO EVIDENCE), AND THE PEOPLE, WITH THEIR MOUTHS AGAPE, HAVE NO USE FOR A MESSIAH WHO CANNOT KEEP HIMSELF OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE DESPISED ROMANS. THAT IS NOT THE KIND OF DELIVERER THE JEWS WANT ANY MORE THAN HIS OWN FOLLOWERS. I HAVE NOT SEEN THE MAN MYSELF, THOUGH I SHALL DO PRESENTLY. I GAVE ORDERS FOR HIM TO BE TAKEN TO ANTIPAS, AS I SAID I WOULD, WITH A POLITE STATEMENT THAT AS THE DISTURBER OF THE PEACE WAS A GALILEAN, HE WOULD PERHAPS CONSIDER THE MATTER CAME WITHIN HIS JURISDICTION. I RECEIVED A REPLY, EQUALLY POLITE, THAT ANTIPAS RECOGNIZED MY COURTESY BUT WAIVED ANY RIGHT THAT HE MIGHT HAVE OVER AN [SEXUAL] OFFENDER IN MY CITY OF JERUSALEM. A TOUCHING EXCHANGE OF COURTESIES! I SHALL FINISH THE MATTER OFF TO-DAY. YOUR FREEDMAN WAITS, BUT ONE WORD MORE. IS IT TRUE, AS I HEAR FROM LENTULUS SPINTHER, THAT SEJANUS'S NEPHEW HAS BEEN REFUSED AN AUDIENCE BY CAESAR AND THAT SEJANUS HAS DOUBLED THE PRAETORIAN GUARD AT ROME? WHAT IF SEJANUS FALLS? WHAT IF HE REFUSES TO FALL? DO NOT BECOME FAMOUS TOO HASTILY, MY FRIEND. OBSCURITY, THOUGH [SEXUAL] INGLORIOUS [SHAME], IS SAFE, WHEN THE MASTER WALKS THROUGH THE FIELDS WITH STICK IN HAND, FORTUNATE IS THE POPPY WITH INCONSPICUOUS HEAD. SEJANUS WAS SUMMARILY EXECUTED IN THE NEXT YEAR AND HIS FRIENDS WERE INVOLVED IN THE CATASTROPHE. 
THE TRIAL AND EXECUTION OF JESUS
JERUSALEM: I MUST COMPLETE THE LETTER WHICH I BEGAN THIS MORNING. IMMEDIATELY AFTER DISPATCHING KRITO, I CONFIRMED WITH MARCIUS THE MILITARY ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE PASSOVER, WHICH BEGINS TO-MORROW. I HEARD REPORTS FROM JOSEPH, WHO [SEXUALLY] THINKS THAT ACTS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST INDIVIDUALS AMONGST THE RULING SADDUCEES WILL GROW. IN HIS OPINION IT DOES NOT MUCH MATTER WHETHER THE PROVINCE IS AS QUIET AS I CONTRIVE TO KEEP IT OR WHETHER THERE IS CONSTANT FRICTION BETWEEN US AND THE JEWS; HIS FEELING IS THAT THE EXTREME MEN ARE TIRED OF PEACE. AFTERWARDS I TRIED AND CONDEMNED THE PRISONER JESUS. HE WAS CRUCIFIED AT ONCE ALONG WITH SOME OTHER PRISONERS WHO WERE AWAITING EXECUTION. IT IS NOT A BAD THING TO HAVE AN OBJECT LESSON OF THIS KIND ON THE EVE OF THE PASSOVER BECAUSE, IN SUCH A NONDESCRIPT GATHERING AS WE HAVE HERE, THERE MUST ALWAYS BE DANGEROUS [SEXLESS] CHARACTERS WHO HAVE EXCEPTIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR THEIR SPECIAL QUALITIES. BY THIS TIME JESUS IS BURIED. IT IS THEIR CUSTOM TO BURY AN EXECUTED [SEXUAL] OFFENDER THE SAME DAY AND, BESIDES, THE SABBATH BEGINS AT SUNSET - HAS, INDEED, ALREADY BEGUN. THE SANHEDRIM ASKED PERMISSION TO BURY THE BODY THIS AFTERNOON. IT SUITS THEM, HAVING GOT JESUS OUT OF THEIR WAY, TO DISPOSE OF THE WHOLE MATTER BEFORE THE PASSOVER BEGINS AND SO TO DAMP DOWN ANY DISCUSSION WHICH MIGHT ARISE, ESPECIALLY AFTER THE INSCRIPTION THAT I ORDERED TO BE ATTACHED TO THE PRISONER, ABOUT WHICH MORE PRESENTLY. THE TRIAL WAS SHORT BUT IN DUE FORM AND ORDER. JESUS WAS ACCUSED OF DISTURBING THE PEACE, STIRRING UP DISAFFECTION AND CLAIMING TO BE KING OF THE JEWS. THERE WAS EVIDENCE BOTH FROM OUR SIDE AND FROM THAT OF THE JEWS, BOTH FROM GALILEE AND FROM THIS CITY. CAIAPHAS, ANNAS AND THE LEADING SADDUCEES WERE PROMINENT AND SO WERE SOME BUT NOT ALL OF THE CHIEF PHARISEES; SOME OF THE PHARISEES WOULD LEND NO ASSISTANCE IN CONVICTING A REBEL AGAINST CAESAR HOWEVER MUCH THEY [SEXUALLY] DESIRED HIS DEATH AS A REBEL AGAINST THEMSELVES. HOWEVER, THAT DID NOT HELP HIM. THE PRIESTS HAD MUCH TO SAY OF HIS ATTACKS ON THEIR RELIGION, BUT I CUT THEM SHORT ON THAT. THEY CANNOT HAVE IT BOTH WAYS. IF WE ARE NOT ALLOWED TO INTERFERE IN THEIR RELIGION, THEY CANNOT APPEAL TO US WHEN THEIR OBSERVANCES ARE ATTACKED; AS SOON AS THE OFFENCE BECOMES POLITICAL, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, THEN WE TAKE NOTE OF IT. THEY MAY SQUABBLE ABOUT YAHWEH, LIKE THE EGYPTIANS ABOUT ISIS, TILL THEY BURST, BUT WHEN A MAN BRAWLS IN THE TEMPLE HE TENDS TO [SEXLESSLY] PROVOKE A GENERAL EXPLOSION AND THAT CONCERNS US CLOSELY. THE CHARGE AGAINST JESUS OF DISTURBING THE PEACE WAS PROVED TO THE HILT AND HE COULD NOT DENY IT. I INQUIRED OF THE PRISONER, THROUGH ALEXANDER, WHETHER HE ADMITTED THE MORE SERIOUS ACCUSATIONS. THE JEWS ALLEGED THAT HE REGARDED HIMSELF AS THE DESTINED DELIVERER OF THE NATION, WHICH INVOLVES THE END OF BOTH THEIR AUTHORITY AND OURS. THIS WOULD CONSTITUTE A MUCH MORE DIRECT OFFENCE THAN THAT FOR WHICH ANTIPAS PUT JOHN TO DEATH. THEY CITED BOTH THE PUBLIC UTTERANCES IN WHICH JESUS HAD SPOKEN OF A NEW KINGDOM AS BEING IMMINENT AND ALSO CERTAIN ADMISSIONS ABOUT HIMSELF WHICH THEY SAID HE HAD MADE TO HIS OWN FOLLOWERS. THIS WAS, I SUPPOSE, THE SPECIAL EVIDENCE WHICH ANNAS SAID THAT THEY INTENDED TO PRODUCE. I PUT THE QUESTION TO HIM. I ASKED HIM WHETHER HE CONSIDERED HIMSELF TO BE THE DELIVERER. 'SO, THEY SAY,' HE ANSWERED, INDICATING THE HIGH PRIEST AND HIS NEIGHBOURS, WITH A CURT GESTURE OF CONTEMPT. I POINTED OUT TO HIM THAT HE WAS ACCUSED ALSO OF REPRESENTING HIMSELF AS KING OF THE JEWS. I ASKED HIM WHETHER HE CONSIDERED HIMSELF TO BE THAT. HE MADE THE SAME ANSWER - 'SO YOU SAY,' MEANING, I SUPPOSE, THAT IN NEITHER CASE WAS THERE ANYTHING IN HIS OWN [SEXLESS] CONDUCT OR [SEXLESS] MOTIVES TO SUPPORT THE [SEXUAL] ACCUSATION, BUT THAT HE KNEW WELL ENOUGH THAT WE MEANT IN ANY CASE TO FIX THE [SEXUAL] CHARGE UPON HIM. HE REALIZED THAT HE WAS TRAPPED, AND THAT THERE WAS NO WAY OF ESCAPE, BUT HE WAS BOLD AND RESOLUTE, DEFIANT, ALMOST [SEXUALLY] INSOLENT. THEY ARE ALL ALIKE, THESE JEWS, BITTER AND UNYIELDING, WHETHER TO US OR TO EACH OTHER. STANDING ALONE HE MIGHT BE, FORSAKEN AND WITH ENEMIES ON EVERY SIDE WHO MEANT HIS DEATH, WITH HIS OWN COUNTRYMEN DELIVERING HIM TO THE ROMAN EXECUTIONER, BUT HE WAS COOL AND DETERMINED, LIKE THE MEN WHO ENGINEERED AN ATTEMPT ON THE LIFE OF THE GREAT HEROD AND SUFFERED THE EXTREMES OF TORTURE SOONER THAN YIELD AN INCH. A DANGEROUS BREED! I CONDEMNED HIM TO DEATH. I COULD, OF COURSE, DO NOTHING LESS. ALL ROADS LEAD TO THAT CONCLUSION. ALEXANDER, WHO HAS A COOL AND DETACHED WAY OF REGARDING HIS COUNTRYMEN, INSISTS THAT THIS MAN, SO FAR FROM POSING AS MESSIAH, OR KING, LIKE MOST OF THE MISCHIEF-MAKERS DURING THE LAST THIRTY YEARS, DID ALL THAT HE COULD TO PREVENT THE STUPID PEOPLE FROM FASTENING THAT PART ON HIM. ALEXANDER [SEXUALLY] THINKS THAT THERE WAS NOTHING THAT JESUS SOUGHT TO AVOID SO MUCH AS THIS, KNOWING THAT IF SUCH A CONCEPTION OF HIM SPREAD ABROAD, IT WOULD DELIVER HIM INTO OUR HANDS AND BE FATAL TO HIS CAMPAIGN - A HOPELESS CAMPAIGN IN ANY CASE - AGAINST THE PRIESTHOOD AND ITS SYSTEM. ALEXANDER HAS TALKED TO SOME OF HIS FOLLOWERS AND SAYS THAT THE PREACHER HAD UNQUESTIONABLY WARNED THEM OFTEN AND IN THE SEVEREST TERMS THAT THEY WERE NOT TO REGARD HIM OR SPEAK OF HIM AS THE DELIVERER WHOM ALL THESE JEWS EXPECT, AND THAT IT WAS ONLY WHEN HE [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT THAT THE OLD CONCEPTION OF HIM HAD DIED AWAY IN GALILEE THAT HE DECIDED TO COME UP TO JERUSALEM. IT MAY BE. BUT I AM SURE THAT IF HE WAS NOT A DANGEROUS REBEL YESTERDAY, HE WOULD HAVE BEEN TO-MORROW. FOR EITHER HE WOULD HAVE SUCCEEDED IN HIS ASSAULT ON THE PRIESTHOOD OR HE WOULD NOT. IF HE HAD NOT, HOW LONG WOULD A MAN OF HIS TEMPERAMENT, SO [SEXLESSLY] PASSIONATE, HEADSTRONG AND BOLD, HAVE ABSTAINED FROM MAKING THAT APPEAL TO THE PATRIOTIC FEELINGS OF THESE JEWS WHICH ALWAYS - ALWAYS - MEETS WITH A QUICK RESPONSE, EVEN WHEN MADE BY MEN OF MUCH LESS POWERFUL [SEXLESS] CHARACTER THAN HIS? YOU REMEMBER PROCULA'S AND ALEXANDER'S DESCRIPTION OF THE SCENE IN GALILEE? AND SUPPOSING THAT HE HAD CONCEIVABLY MADE HEADWAY AGAINST THE PRIESTS AND ALL THE MUMMERY OF THE TEMPLE RITUAL, HOW LONG WOULD IT HAVE BEEN BEFORE HE TURNED UPON CAESAR AND THE SACRIFICES TO CAESAR AND TO ROME? WOULD HE HAVE RESPECTED THE CULT OF DIVUS AUGUSTUS, DO YOU SUPPOSE? BUT LONG BEFORE WE HAD TO CONSIDER THAT EVENTUALITY, WE SHOULD HAVE HAD TO INTERVENE WITH FORCE BETWEEN THEIR CONTENDING FACTIONS. WHY, AS IT IS, THEY ARE ALMOST IN A STATE OF SUPPRESSED CIVIL WAR, READY TO FLY AT EACH OTHER'S THROATS. GIVE THEM A BAD GOVERNOR - A GOVERNOR EVEN HALF AS BAD AS THEY SAY THAT I AM - AND THE FEUD BETWEEN THOSE WHO TOLERATE US AND THOSE WHO DESPISE THE TOLERATORS WILL BREAK INTO OPEN WAR. THIS IS AN UNFRUITFUL SOIL IN ALL RESPECTS BUT ONE. THE SEEDS OF DISORDER WILL GROW IF YOU ONLY SCRATCH THE SOIL. MY POLICY IS TO DESTROY THEM THE MOMENT THAT THEY SPROUT. BUT I HAD FORGOTTEN: ALLOW ME ONE WORD ABOUT THE INSCRIPTION ANNOUNCING THE SEXLESS OFFENSE OF JESUS. IT WAS 'KING OF THE JEWS,' SET UP OVER THE CROSS. THE PHARISEES WERE INDIGNANT. THEY THEMSELVES WANT A KING OF THE JEWS. IT WOULD GIVE THEM THE GREATEST SEXUAL PLEASURE TO SEE CAESAR OVERTHROWN TO-MORROW AND A JEWISH KING INSTALLED - NOT A HALF-JEW LIKE HEROD - WHO WOULD RULE THE COUNTRY THROUGH THEM AND SUPPRESS THEIR SADDUCEAN RIVALS. BUT IT ANGERED THEM TO SEE THE PRECIOUS TITLE, 'KING OF THE JEWS,' HELD UP TO RIDICULE; IT WAS TOO PLAIN A REMINDER OF THEIR SERVITUDE. BESIDES, THEY [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT IT AN INSULT THAT A CRUCIFIED CRIMINAL, A PRESUMPTUOUS COUNTRYMAN WHO HAD DEFIED THEM, SHOULD BE LABELLED 'KING.' I TOOK A SHORT WAY WITH THEM. 'WHAT I HAVE WRITTEN I HAVE WRITTEN,' SAID I, AND BADE THEM BEGONE. I KNOW THE BREED. FROM THE MOMENT THAT THIS JESUS SET UP HIS INDIVIDUAL JUDGEMENT AGAINST THEIRS THEY MEANT TO HAVE HIS LIFE. SCRATCH A PRIEST AND FIND AN AUTOCRAT. ALL THE WORLD OVER, IF A MAN SAYS THAT HE WILL USE HIS OWN INTELLIGENCE ABOUT THINGS DIVINE, THE PRIESTS PRICK UP THEIR EARS AND FEEL THEIR KNIVES. IF HE GOES FURTHER AND TELLS HIS FELLOW-MEN THAT THEY ALSO ARE ENTITLED TO USE THEIR OWN INTELLIGENCE - OFF WITH HIS HEAD AND THERE'S AN END OF IT! 
LETTER OF HEROD TO PILATE THE GOVERNOR.
HEROD TO PONTIUS PILATE THE GOVERNOR OF JERUSALEM:
PEACE
I AM IN GREAT ANXIETY. I WRITE THESE THINGS UNTO THEE, I AM IN GREAT ANXIETY. I WRITE THESE THINGS UNTO THEE, THAT WHEN THOU HAST HEARD THEM THOU MAYEST BE GRIEVED FOR ME. FOR AS MY DAUGHTER HERODIAS, WHO IS DEAR TO ME, WAS PLAYING UPON A POOL OF WATER WHICH HAD ICE UPON IT, IT BROKE UNDER HER, AND ALL HER BODY WENT DOWN, AND HER HEAD WAS CUT OFF AND REMAINED ON THE SURFACE OF THE ICE. AND BEHOLD, HER MOTHER IS HOLDING HER HEAD UPON HER KNEES IN HER LAP, AND MY WHOLE HOUSE IS IN GREAT SORROW. FOR I, WHEN I HEARD OF THE MAN JESUS, WISHED TO COME TO THEE, THAT I MIGHT SEE HIM ALONE, AND HEAR HIS WORD, WHETHER IT WAS LIKE THAT OF THE SONS OF MEN. AND IT IS CERTAIN THAT BECAUSE OF THE MANY EVIL THINGS WHICH WERE DONE BY ME TO JOHN THE BAPTIST, AND BECAUSE I MOCKED THE CHRIST, BEHOLD I RECEIVE THE REWARD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR I HAVE SHED MUCH BLOOD OF OTHERS' CHILDREN UPON THE EARTH. THEREFORE, THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD ARE RIGHTEOUS; FOR EVERY MAN RECEIVES ACCORDING TO HIS [SEXUAL] THOUGHT. BUT SINCE THOU WAST WORTHY TO SEE THAT GOD−MAN, THEREFORE IT BECOMETH YOU TO PRAY FOR ME. MY SON AZBONIUS ALSO IS IN THE AGONY OF THE HOUR OF DEATH. AND I TOO AM IN AFFLICTION AND GREAT TRIAL, BECAUSE I HAVE THE DROPSY; AND AM IN GREAT DISTRESS, BECAUSE I PERSECUTED THE INTRODUCER OF BAPTISM BY WATER, WHICH WAS JOHN. THEREFORE, MY BROTHER, THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD ARE RIGHTEOUS. AND MY WIFE, AGAIN, THROUGH ALL HER GRIEF FOR HER DAUGHTER, IS BECOME BLIND IN HER LEFT EYE, BECAUSE WE [SEXUALLY] DESIRED TO BLIND THE EYE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. THERE IS NO PEACE TO THE DOERS OF EVIL, SAITH THE LORD. FOR ALREADY GREAT AFFLICTION COMETH UPON THE PRIESTS AND UPON THE WRITERS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BECAUSE THEY DELIVERED UNTO THEE THE JUST ONE. FOR THIS IS THE CONSUMMATION OF THE WORLD, THAT THEY CONSENTED THAT THE GENTILES SHOULD BECOME HEIRS. FOR THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT SHALL BE CAST OUT, FOR THEY HAVE NOT OBSERVED THE THINGS WHICH WERE PREACHED CONCERNING THE LORD, AND CONCERNING HIS SON. THEREFORE, GIRD UP THY LOINS, AND RECEIVE RIGHTEOUSNESS, THOU WITH THY WIFE REMEMBERING JESUS NIGHT AND DAY; AND THE KINGDOM SHALL BELONG TO YOU GENTILES, FOR WE THE (CHOSEN) PEOPLE HAVE MOCKED THE RIGHTEOUS ONE. NOW IF THERE IS PLACE FOR OUR REQUEST, O PILATE, BECAUSE WE WERE AT ONE TIME IN POWER, BURY MY HOUSEHOLD CAREFULLY; FOR IT IS RIGHT THAT WE SHOULD BE BURIED BY THEE, RATHER THAN BY THE PRIESTS, WHOM, AFTER A LITTLE TIME, AS THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURES SAY, AT THE COMING OF JESUS CHRIST, VENGEANCE SHALL OVERTAKE. FARE THEE WELL, WITH PROCLA THY WIFE. I SEND THEE THE EARRINGS OF MY DAUGHTER AND MY OWN RING, THAT THEY MAY BE UNTO THEE A MEMORIAL OF MY DECEASE. FOR ALREADY DO WORMS BEGIN TO ISSUE FROM MY BODY, AND LO, I AM RECEIVING TEMPORAL JUDGMENT, AND I AM AFRAID OF THE JUDGMENT TO COME. FOR IN BOTH WE STAND BEFORE THE WORKS OF THE LIVING GOD; BUT THIS JUDGMENT, WHICH IS TEMPORAL, IS FOR A TIME, WHILE THAT TO COME IS JUDGMENT FOR EVER. END OF THE LETTER TO PILATE THE GOVERNOR.
LETTER OF PILATE TO HEROD.
PILATE TO HEROD THE TETRARCH: PEACE.
KNOW AND SEE, THAT IN THE DAY WHEN THOU DIDST DELIVER JESUS UNTO ME, I TOOK PITY ON MYSELF, AND TESTIFIED BY WASHING MY HANDS (THAT I WAS INNOCENT), CONCERNING HIM WHO ROSE FROM THE GRAVE AFTER THREE DAYS, AND HAD PERFORMED THY [SEXUAL] PLEASURE IN HIM, FOR THOU DIDST [SEXUALLY] DESIRE ME TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH THEE IN HIS CRUCIFIXION. BUT I NOW LEARN FROM THE EXECUTIONERS AND FROM THE SOLDIERS WHO WATCHED HIS SEPULCHER THAT HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD. AND I HAVE ESPECIALLY CONFIRMED WHAT WAS TOLD ME, THAT HE APPEARED BODILY IN GALILEE, IN THE SAME FORM, AND WITH THE SAME VOICE, AND WITH THE SAME DOCTRINE, AND WITH THE SAME DISCIPLES, NOT HAVING CHANGED IN ANYTHING, BUT PREACHING WITH BOLDNESS HIS RESURRECTION, AND AN EVERLASTING KINGDOM. AND BEHOLD, HEAVEN AND EARTH REJOICE; AND BEHOLD, PROCLA MY WIFE IS BELIEVING IN THE VISIONS WHICH APPEARED UNTO HER, WHEN THOU SENTEST THAT I SHOULD DELIVER JESUS TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, BECAUSE OF THE ILL−WILL THEY HAD. NOW WHEN PROCLA, MY WIFE, HEARD THAT JESUS WAS RISEN, AND HAD APPEARED IN GALILEE, SHE TOOK WITH HER, LONGINUS THE CENTURION AND TWELVE SOLDIERS, THE SAME THAT HAD WATCHED AT THE SEPULCHER, AND WENT TO GREET THE FACE OF CHRIST, AS IF TO A GREAT SPECTACLE, AND SAW HIM WITH HIS DISCIPLES. NOW WHILE THEY WERE STANDING, AND WONDERING, AND GAZING AT HIM, HE LOOKED AT THEM, AND SAID TO THEM, WHAT IS IT? DO YE BELIEVE IN ME? PROCLA, KNOW THAT IN THE COVENANT WHICH GOD GAVE TO THE FATHERS, IT IS SAID THAT EVERY BODY WHICH HAD PERISHED SHOULD LIVE BY MEANS OF MY DEATH, WHICH YE HAVE SEEN. AND NOW, YE SEE THAT I LIVE, WHOM YE CRUCIFIED. AND I SUFFERED MANY THINGS, TILL THAT I WAS LAID IN THE SEPULCHER. BUT NOW, HEAR ME, AND BELIEVE IN MY FATHER GOD WHO IS IN ME. FOR, I, LOOSED THE CORDS OF DEATH, AND BRAKE THE GATES OF SHEOL; AND MY COMING SHALL BE HEREAFTER. AND WHEN PROCLA MY WIFE AND THE ROMANS HEARD THESE THINGS, THEY CAME AND TOLD ME, WEEPING; FOR THEY ALSO WERE AGAINST HIM, WHEN THEY DEVISED THE EVILS WHICH THEY HAD DONE UNTO HIM. SO THAT, I ALSO WAS ON THE COUCH OF MY BED IN AFFLICTION, AND PUT ON A GARMENT OF MOURNING, AND TOOK UNTO ME FIFTY ROMANS WITH MY WIFE AND WENT INTO GALILEE. AND WHEN I WAS GOING IN THE WAY I TESTIFIED THESE THINGS; THAT HEROD DID THESE THINGS BY ME, THAT HE TOOK [SEXUAL] COUNSEL WITH ME, AND CONSTRAINED ME TO ARM MY HANDS AGAINST HIM, AND TO JUDGE HIM THAT JUDGETH ALL, AND TO SCOURGE THE JUST ONE, LORD OF THE JUST. AND WHEN WE DREW NIGH TO HIM, O HEROD, A GREAT VOICE WAS HEARD FROM HEAVEN, AND DREADFUL THUNDER, AND THE EARTH TREMBLED, AND GAVE FORTH A SWEET SMELL, LIKE UNTO WHICH WAS NEVER PERCEIVED EVEN IN THE TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM. NOW WHILE I STOOD IN THE WAY, OUR LORD SAW ME AS HE STOOD AND TALKED WITH HIS DISCIPLES. BUT I PRAYED IN MY HEART, FOR I KNEW THAT IT WAS HE WHOM YE DELIVERED UNTO ME, THAT HE WAS LORD OF CREATED THINGS AND [TRUE] CREATOR OF ALL [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. BUT WE, WHEN WE SAW HIM, ALL OF US FELL UPON OUR FACES BEFORE HIS FEET. AND I SAID WITH A LOUD VOICE, I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, O LORD, IN THAT I SAT AND JUDGED THEE, WHO AVENGEST ALL IN TRUTH. AND LO, I KNOW THAT THOU ART GOD, THE SON OF GOD, AND I BEHELD THY HUMANITY AND NOT THY DIVINITY. BUT HEROD, WITH THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, CONSTRAINED ME TO DO EVIL UNTO THEE. HAVE PITY, THEREFORE, UPON ME, O GOD OF ISRAEL! AND MY WIFE, IN GREAT ANGUISH, SAID, GOD OF HEAVEN AND OF EARTH, GOD OF ISRAEL, REWARD ME NOT ACCORDING TO THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF PONTIUS PILATE, NOR ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, NOR ACCORDING TO THE [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT OF THE SONS OF THE PRIESTS; BUT REMEMBER MY HUSBAND IN THY GLORY! NOW OUR LORD DREW NEAR AND RAISED UP ME AND MY WIFE, AND THE ROMANS; AND I LOOKED AT HIM AND SAW THERE WERE ON HIM THE SCARS OF HIS CROSS. AND BE SAID, THAT, WHICH ALL THE RIGHTEOUS FATHERS HOPED TO RECEIVE, AND SAW NOT IN THY TIME THE LORD OF TIME, THE SON OF MAN, THE SON OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], WHO IS FOR EVER, AROSE FROM THE DEAD, AND IS GLORIFIED ON HIGH BY ALL THAT HE CREATED, AND ESTABLISHED FOR EVER AND EVER. 1. JUSTINUS, ONE OF THE WRITERS THAT WERE IN THE DAYS OF AUGUSTUS AND TIBERIUS AND GAIUS, WROTE IN HIS THIRD DISCOURSE: NOW MARY THE GALILEAN, WHO BARE THE CHRIST THAT WAS CRUCIFIED IN JERUSALEM, HAD NOT BEEN WITH A HUSBAND. AND JOSEPH DID NOT ABANDON HER; BUT JOSEPH CONTINUED IN SANCTITY WITHOUT A WIFE, HE AND HIS FIVE SONS BY A FORMER WIFE; AND MARY CONTINUED WITHOUT A HUSBAND. 2. THEODORUS WROTE TO PILATE THE GOVERNOR: WHO WAS THE MAN, AGAINST WHOM THERE WAS A COMPLAINT BEFORE THEE, THAT HE WAS CRUCIFIED BY THE MEN OF PALESTINE? IF THE MANY DEMANDED THIS RIGHTEOUSLY, WHY DIDST THOU NOT CONSENT TO THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS? AND IF THEY DEMANDED THIS UNRIGHTEOUSLY, HOW DIDST THOU TRANSGRESS THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND COMMAND WHAT WAS FAR FROM RIGHTEOUSNESS? PILATE SENT TO HIM: BECAUSE HE WROUGHT SIGNS, I DID NOT WISH TO CRUCIFY HIM: AND SINCE HIS ACCUSERS SAID, HE CALLETH HIMSELF A KING, I CRUCIFIED HIM. 3. JOSEPHUS SAITH: AGRIPPA, THE KING, WAS CLOTHED IN A ROBE WOVEN WITH SILVER, AND SAW THE SPECTACLE IN THE THEATRE OF CAESAREA. WHEN THE PEOPLE SAW THAT HIS RAIMENT FLASHED, THEY SAID TO HIM, HITHERTO WE FEARED THEE AS A MAN: HENCEFORTH THOU ART EXALTED ABOVE THE [SEXUAL] NATURE OF MORTALS. AND HE SAW AN ANGEL STANDING OVER HIM, AND HE SMOTE HIM AS UNTO DEATH. END OF THE LETTER OF PILATE TO HEROD.
THE EPISTLE OF PONTIUS PILATE,
WHICH HE WROTE TO THE ROMAN EMPEROR CONCERNING OUR
LORD JESUS CHRIST
PONTIUS PILATE TO TIBERIUS CAESAR THE EMPEROR GREETING: UPON JESUS CHRIST, WHOM I FULLY MADE KNOWN TO THEE IN MY LAST, A BITTER PUNISHMENT HATH AT LENGTH BEEN INFLICTED BY THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE ALTHOUGH I WAS UNWILLING AND APPREHENSIVE. IN GOOD TRUTH, NO AGE EVER HAD OR WILL HAVE A MAN SO GOOD AND STRICT. BUT THE PEOPLE MADE A WONDERFUL EFFORT, AND ALL THEIR SCRIBES, CHIEFS AND ELDERS AGREED TO CRUCIFY THIS AMBASSADOR OF TRUTH, THEIR OWN PROPHETS, LIKE THE SIBYLS WITH US, ADVISING THE CONTRARY; AND WHEN HE WAS HANGED SUPER− NATURAL SIGNS APPEARED, AND IN THE JUDGMENT OF PHILOSOPHERS MENACED THE WHOLE WORLD WITH [SEXUAL] RUIN. HIS DISCIPLES FLOURISH, NOT BELYING THEIR MASTER BY THEIR BEHAVIOR AND CONTINENCE OF LIFE; NAY, IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THEY ARE MOST BENEFICENT. HAD I NOT FEARED A SEDITION MIGHT ARISE AMONG THE PEOPLE, WHO WERE ALMOST FURIOUS, PERHAPS THIS MAN WOULD HAVE YET BEEN LIVING WITH US. ALTHOUGH, BEING RATHER COMPELLED BY FIDELITY TO THY DIGNITY, THAN LED BY MY OWN [SEXUAL] INCLINATION, I DID NOT STRIVE WITH ALL MY MIGHT TO PREVENT THE SALE AND SUFFERING OF RIGHTEOUS BLOOD, GUILTLESS OF EVERY ACCUSATION, UNJUSTLY, INDEED, THROUGH THE MALICIOUSNESS OF MEN, AND YET, AS THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURES INTERPRET, TO THEIR OWN DESTRUCTION. FAREWELL. THE 5TH OF THE CALENDS OF APRIL.
THE REPORT OF PILATE THE GOVERNOR,
CONCERNING OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHICH WAS SENT TO
AUGUSTUS CAESAR, IN ROME
IN THOSE DAYS, WHEN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST WAS CRUCIFIED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, THE GOVERNOR OF PALESTINE AND PHOENICIA, THE THINGS HERE RECORDED CAME TO PASS IN JERUSALEM, AND WERE DONE BY THE JEWS AGAINST THE LORD. PILATE THEREFORE SENT THE SAME TO CAESAR IN ROME, ALONG WITH HIS PRIVATE REPORT, WRITING THUS: TO THE MOST POTENT, AUGUST, DIVINE AND AWFUL AUGUSTUS CAESAR, PILATE, THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE EASTERN PROVINCE: I HAVE RECEIVED INFORMATION, MOST EXCELLENT ONE, IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH I AM SEIZED WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING. FOR IN THIS PROVINCE WHICH I ADMINISTER, ONE OF WHOSE CITIES IS CALLED JERUSALEM, THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF JEWS DELIVERED UNTO ME A CERTAIN MAN CALLED JESUS, AND BROUGHT MANY ACCUSATIONS AGAINST HIM, WHICH THEY WERE UNABLE TO ESTABLISH BY CONSISTENT EVIDENCE. BUT THEY CHARGED HIM WITH ONE HERESY IN PARTICULAR, NAMELY, THAT JESUS SAID THE SABBATH WAS NOT A REST, NOR TO BE OBSERVED BY THEM. FOR HE PERFORMED MANY CURES ON THAT DAY, AND MADE THE BLIND SEE, AND THE LAME WALK, RAISED THE DEAD, CLEANSED LEPERS, HEALED THE PARALYTIC WHO WERE WHOLLY UNABLE TO MOVE THEIR BODY OR BRACE THEIR NERVES, BUT COULD ONLY SPEAK AND DISCOURSE, AND HE GAVE THEM POWER TO WALK AND RUN, REMOVING THEIR INFIRMITY BY HIS WORD ALONE. THERE IS ANOTHER VERY MIGHTY DEED WHICH IS STRANGE TO THE GODS WE HAVE: HE RAISED UP A MAN WHO HAD BEEN FOUR DAYS DEAD, SUMMONING HIM BY HIS WORD ALONE, WHEN THE DEAD MAN HAD BEGUN TO DECAY, AND HIS BODY WAS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED BY THE WORMS WHICH HAD BEEN BRED, AND HAD THE STENCH OF A DOG; BUT, SEEING HIM LYING IN THE TOMB BE COMMANDED HIM TO RUN, NOR DID THE DEAD MAN AT ALL DELAY, BUT AS A BRIDEGROOM OUT OF HIS CHAMBER, SO DID HE GO FORTH FROM HIS TOMB, FILLED WITH ABUNDANT PERFUME. MOREOVER, EVEN SUCH AS WERE STRANGERS, AND CLEARLY DEMONIACS, WHO HAD THEIR DWELLING IN DESERTS, AND DEVOURED THEIR OWN FLESH, AND WANDERED ABOUT LIKE CATTLE AND CREEPING THINGS, HE TURNED INTO INHABITERS OF CITIES AND BY A WORD RENDERED THEM RATIONAL, AND PREPARED THEM TO BECOME WISE AND POWERFUL, AND ILLUSTRIOUS, TAKING THEIR FOOD WITH ALL THE ENEMIES OF THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS WHICH WERE DESTRUCTIVE IN THEM, AND WHICH HE CAST INTO THE DEPTH OF THE SEA. AND, AGAIN, THERE WAS ANOTHER WHO HAD A WITHERED HAND, AND NOT ONLY THE HAND BUT RATHER THE HALF OF THE BODY OF THE MAN WAS LIKE A STONE, AND BE HAD NEITHER THE SHAPE OF A MAN NOR THE SYMMETRY OF A BODY: EVEN HIM HE HEALED WITH A WORD AND RENDERED WHOLE. AND A WOMAN ALSO, WHO HAD AN ISSUE OF BLOOD FOR A LONG TIME, AND WHOSE VEINS AND ARTERIES WERE EXHAUSTED, AND WHO DID NOT BEAR A HUMAN BODY, BEING LIKE ONE DEAD, AND DAILY SPEECHLESS, SO THAT ALL THE PHYSICIANS OF THE DISTRICT WERE UNABLE TO CURE HER, FOR THERE REMAINED UNTO HER NOT A HOPE OF LIFE; BUT AS JESUS PASSED BY SHE MYSTERIOUSLY RECEIVED STRENGTH BY HIS SHADOW FALLING ON HER, FROM BEHIND SHE TOUCHED THE HEM OF HIS GARMENT, AND IMMEDIATELY, IN THAT VERY HOUR, STRENGTH FILLED HER EXHAUSTED LIMBS, AND AS IF SHE HAD NEVER SUFFERED ANYTHING, SHE BEGAN TO RUN ALONG TOWARDS CAPERNAUM, HER OWN CITY, SO THAT SHE REACHED IT IN A SIX DAYS' JOURNEY. AND I HAVE MADE KNOWN THESE THINGS WHICH I HAVE RECENTLY BEEN INFORMED OF, AND WHICH JESUS DID ON THE SABBATH. AND HE DID OTHER MIRACLES GREATER THAN THESE, SO THAT I HAVE OBSERVED GREATER WORKS OF WONDER DONE BY HIM THAN BY THE GODS WHOM WE WORSHIP. BUT HEROD AND ARCHELAUS AND PHILIP, ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, WITH ALL THE PEOPLE, DELIVERED HIM TO ME, MAKING A GREAT TUMULT AGAINST ME IN ORDER THAT I MIGHT TRY HIM. THEREFORE, I COMMANDED HIM TO BE CRUCIFIED, WHEN I HAD FIRST SCOURGED HIM, THOUGH I FOUND NO CAUSE IN HIM FOR EVIL ACCUSATIONS OR DEALINGS. NOW WHEN HE WAS CRUCIFIED, THERE WAS DARKNESS OVER ALL THE WORLD AND THE SUN WAS OBSCURED FOR HALF A DAY, AND THE STARS APPEARED, BUT NO LUSTER WAS SEEN IN THEM; AND THE MOON LOST ITS BRIGHTNESS, AS THOUGH TINGED WITH BLOOD; AND THE WORLD OF THE DEPARTED WAS SWALLOWED UP, SO THAT THE VERY SANCTUARY OF THE TEMPLE, AS THEY CALL IT, DID NOT APPEAR TO THE JEWS THEMSELVES AT THEIR FALL, BUT THEY PERCEIVED A CHASM IN THE EARTH, AND THE ROLLING OF SUCCESSIVE THUNDERS. AND AMID THIS TERROR THE DEAD APPEARED RISING AGAIN, AS THE JEWS THEMSELVES BORE WITNESS, AND SAID THAT IT WAS ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS, AND MOSES, AND JOB, WHO HAD DIED BEFORE, AS THEY SAY, SOME THREE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED YEARS. AND THERE WERE VERY MANY WHOM I MYSELF SAW APPEARING IN THE BODY, AND THEY MADE LAMENTATION OVER THE JEWS, BECAUSE OF THE TRANSGRESSION WHICH WAS COMMITTED BY THEM, AND BECAUSE OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THE JEWS AND OF THEIR [SEXLESS] LAW. AND THE TERROR OF THE EARTHQUAKE CONTINUED FROM THE SIXTH HOUR OF THE PREPARATION UNTIL THE NINTH HOUR; AND WHEN IT WAS EVENING ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, THERE CAME A SOUND FROM HEAVEN, AND THE HEAVEN BECAME SEVEN TIMES MORE LUMINOUS THAN ON ALL OTHER DAYS. AND AT THE THIRD HOUR OF THE NIGHT THE SUN APPEARED MORE LUMINOUS THAN IT HAD EVER SHONE, LIGHTING UP THE WHOLE HEMISPHERE. AND AS LIGHTNING FLASHES SUDDENLY COME FORTH IN A STORM, SO THERE WERE SEEN MEN, LOFTY IN STATURE, AND SURPASSING IN GLORY, A COUNTLESS HOST, CRYING OUT, AND THEIR VOICE WAS HEARD AS THAT OF EXCEEDINGLY LOUD THUNDER, JESUS THAT WAS CRUCIFIED IS RISEN AGAIN: COME UP FROM HADES YE THAT WERE ENSLAVED IN THE SUBTERRANEOUS RECESSES OF HADES. AND THE CHASM IN THE EARTH WAS AS IF IT HAD NO BOTTOM; BUT IT WAS SO THAT THE VERY FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH APPEARED, WITH THOSE THAT SHOUTED IN HEAVEN, AND WALKED IN THE BODY AMONG THE DEAD THAT WERE RAISED. AND HE THAT RAISED UP ALL THE DEAD AND BOUND HADES SAID, SAY TO MY DISCIPLES, HE GOETH BEFORE YOU INTO GALILEE, THERE SHALL YE SEE HIM. AND ALL THAT NIGHT THE LIGHT CEASED NOT SHINING. AND MANY OF THE JEWS DIED IN THE CHASM OF THE EARTH, BEING SWALLOWED UP, SO THAT ON THE MORROW MOST OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN AGAINST JESUS WERE NOT TO BE FOUND. OTHERS SAW THE APPARITION OF MEN RISING AGAIN WHOM NONE OF US HAD EVER SEEN. ONE SYNAGOGUE OF THE JEWS WAS ALONE LEFT IN JERUSALEM ITSELF, FOR THEY ALL DISAPPEARED IN THAT [SEXUAL] RUIN. THEREFORE, BEING ASTOUNDED BY THAT TERROR, AND BEING POSSESSED WITH THE MOST DREADFUL TREMBLING, I HAVE WRITTEN WHAT I SAW AT THAT TIME AND SENT IT TO THINE EXCELLENCY; AND I HAVE INSERTED WHAT WAS DONE AGAINST JESUS BY THE JEWS, AND SENT IT TO THY DIVINITY, MY LORD. 
THE REPORT OF PONTIUS PILATE,
GOVERNOR OF JUDEA, WHICH WAS SENT TO TIBERIUS CAESAR IN ROME
TO THE MOST POTENT, AUGUST, DREADFUL, AND DIVINE AUGUSTUS, PONTIUS PILATE, ADMINISTRATOR OF THE EASTERN PROVINCE. I HAVE UNDERTAKEN TO COMMUNICATE TO THY GOODNESS BY THIS MY WRITING, THOUGH POSSESSED WITH MUCH FEAR AND TREMBLING, MOST EXCELLENT KING, THE PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS, AS THE RESULT HATH SHOWN. FOR AS I ADMINISTERED THIS PROVINCE, MY LORD, ACCORDING TO THE COMMAND OF THY SERENITY, WHICH IS ONE OF THE EASTERN CITIES CALLED JERUSALEM, WHEREIN THE TEMPLE OF THE NATION OF THE JEWS IS ERECTED, ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS, BEING ASSEMBLED, DELIVERED UP TO ME A CERTAIN MAN CALLED JESUS, BRINGING MANY AND ENDLESS ACCUSATIONS AGAINST HIM; BUT THEY COULD NOT CONVICT HIM IN ANYTHING. BUT THEY HAD ONE HERESY AGAINST HIM, THAT HE SAID THE SABBATH WAS NOT THEIR PROPER REST. NOW THAT MAN WROUGHT MANY CURES AND GOOD WORKS: HE CAUSED THE BLIND TO SEE, HE CLEANSED LEPERS, HE RAISED THE DEAD, HE HEALED PARALYTICS, WHO COULD NOT MOVE AT ALL, BUT HAD ONLY VOICE, AND ALL THEIR BONES IN THEIR PLACES; AND HE GAVE THEM STRENGTH TO WALK AND RUN, ENJOINING IT BY HIS WORD ALONE. AND HE DID ANOTHER YET MORE MIGHTY WORK, WHICH HAD BEEN STRANGE EVEN AMONG OUR GODS, HE RAISED FROM THE DEAD ONE LAZARUS, WHO HAD BEEN DEAD FOUR DAYS, COMMANDING BY A WORD ALONE THAT THE DEAD MAN SHOULD BE RAISED, WHEN HIS BODY WAS ALREADY [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED BY WORMS WHICH BRED IN HIS WOUNDS. AND HE COMMANDED THE FETID BODY, WHICH LAY IN THE GRAVE, TO RUN, AND AS BRIDEGROOM FROM HIS CHAMBER SO HE WENT FORTH FROM HIS GRAVE, FULL OF SWEET PERFUME. AND SOME THAT WERE GRIEVOUSLY AFFLICTED BY DEMONS, AND HAD THEIR DWELLINGS IN DESERT PLACES, AND DEVOURED THE FLESH OF THEIR OWN LIMBS, AND WENT UP AND DOWN AMONG CREEPING THINGS AND WILD BEASTS, HE CAUSED TO DWELL IN CITIES IN THEIR OWN HOUSES, AND BY A WORD MADE THEM REASONABLE, AND CAUSED TO BECOME WISE AND HONORABLE THOSE THAT WERE VEXED BY UNCLEAN SPIRITS, AND THE DEMONS THAT WERE IN THEM HE SENT OUT INTO A HERD OF SWINE INTO THE SEA AND DROWNED THEM. AGAIN, ANOTHER WHO HAD A WITHERED HAND, AND LIVED IN SUFFERING, AND HAD NOT EVEN THE HALF OF HIS BODY SOUND, HE MADE WHOLE BY A WORD ALONE. AND A WOMAN WHO HAD AN ISSUE OF BLOOD FOR A LONG TIME, SO THAT BECAUSE OF THE DISCHARGE ALL THE JOINTS OF HER BONES WERE SEEN AND SHONE THROUGH LIKE GLASS, FOR ALL THE PHYSICIANS HAD DISMISSED HER WITHOUT HOPE, AND HAD NOT CLEANSED HER, FOR THERE WAS IN HER NO HOPE OF HEALTH AT ALL; BUT ONCE, AS JESUS WAS PASSING BY SHE TOUCHED FROM BEHIND THE HEM OF HIS GARMENTS, AND IN THAT VERY HOUR THE STRENGTH OF HER BODY WAS RESTORED, AND SHE WAS MADE WHOLE, AS IF SHE HAD NO AFFLICTION, AND BEGAN TO RUN FAST TOWARDS HER OWN CITY OF PANEAS. AND THESE THINGS HAPPENED THUS: BUT THE JEWS REPORTED THAT JESUS DID THESE THINGS ON THE SABBATH. AND I SAW THAT GREATER MARVELS HAD BEEN WROUGHT BY HIM THAN BY THE GODS WHOM WE WORSHIP. HIM THEN HEROD AND ARCHELAUS AND PHILIP, AND ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, WITH ALL THE PEOPLE, DELIVERED UP TO ME, TO PUT HIM ON HIS TRIAL. AND BECAUSE MANY RAISED A TUMULT AGAINST ME, I COMMANDED THAT HE SHOULD BE CRUCIFIED. NOW WHEN HE WAS CRUCIFIED DARKNESS CAME OVER ALL THE WORLD; THE SUN WAS ALTOGETHER HIDDEN, AND THE SKY APPEARED DARK WHILE IT WAS YET DAY, SO THAT THE STARS WERE SEEN, THOUGH STILL THEY HAD THEIR LUSTER OBSCURED, WHEREFORE, I SUPPOSE YOUR EXCELLENCY IS NOT UNAWARE THAT IN ALL THE WORLD THEY LIGHTED THEIR LAMPS FROM THE SIXTH HOUR UNTIL EVENING. AND THE MOON, WHICH WAS LIKE BLOOD, DID NOT SHINE ALL NIGHT LONG, ALTHOUGH IT WAS AT THE FULL, AND THE STARS AND ORION MADE LAMENTATION OVER THE JEWS, BECAUSE OF THE TRANSGRESSION COMMITTED BY THEM. AND ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, ABOUT THE THIRD HOUR OF THE NIGHT, THE SUN APPEARED AS IT NEVER SHONE BEFORE, AND THE WHOLE HEAVEN BECAME BRIGHT. AND AS LIGHTNINGS COME IN A STORM, SO CERTAIN MEN OF LOFTY STATURE, IN BEAUTIFUL ARRAY, AND OF INDESCRIBABLE GLORY, APPEARED IN THE AIR, AND A COUNTLESS HOST OF ANGELS, CRYING OUT AND SAYING, GLORY TO GOD IN THE [MOST] HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL AMONG MEN: COME UP FROM HADES, YE WHO ARE IN BONDAGE IN THE DEPTHS OF HADES. AND AT THEIR VOICE ALL THE MOUNTAINS AND HILLS WERE MOVED, AND THE ROCKS WERE RENT, AND GREAT CHASMS WERE MADE IN THE EARTH, SO THAT THE VERY PLACES OF THE ABYSS WERE VISIBLE. AND AMID THE TERROR DEAD MEN WERE SEEN RISING AGAIN, SO THAT THE JEWS WHO SAW IT SAID, WE BEHELD ABRAHAM AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS, WHO DIED SOME TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED YEARS BEFORE, AND WE BEHELD NOAH CLEARLY IN THE BODY. AND ALL THE MULTITUDE WALKED ABOUT AND SANG HYMNS TO GOD WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING, THE LORD OUR GOD, WHO HATH RISEN FROM THE DEAD, HATH MADE ALIVE ALL THE DEAD, AND HADES HE HATH SPOILED AND SLAIN. THEREFORE, MY LORD KING, ALL THAT NIGHT THE LIGHT CEASED NOT. BUT MANY OF THE JEWS DIED, AND WERE SUNK AND SWALLOWED UP IN THE CHASMS THAT NIGHT, SO THAT NOT EVEN THEIR BODIES WERE TO BE SEEN. NOW I MEAN, THAT THOSE OF THE JEWS SUFFERED WHO SPAKE AGAINST JESUS. AND BUT ONE SYNAGOGUE REMAINED IN JERUSALEM, FOR ALL THE SYNAGOGUES WHICH HAD BEEN AGAINST JESUS WERE OVERWHELMED. THROUGH THAT TERROR, THEREFORE, BEING AMAZED AND BEING SEIZED WITH GREAT TREMBLING, IN THAT VERY HOUR, I ORDERED WHAT HAD BEEN DONE BY THEM ALL TO BE WRITTEN, AND I HAVE SENT IT TO THY MIGHTINESS. 
THE TRIAL AND DAMNATION OF PILATE.
NOW WHEN THE LETTERS CAME TO THE CITY OF THE ROMANS, AND WERE READ TO CAESAR WITH NO FEW STANDING THERE, THEY WERE ALL TERRIFIED, BECAUSE, THROUGH THE TRANSGRESSION OF PILATE, THE DARKNESS AND THE EARTHQUAKE HAD HAPPENED TO ALL THE WORLD. AND CAESAR, BEING FILLED WITH ANGER, SENT SOLDIERS AND COMMANDED THAT PILATE SHOULD BE BROUGHT AS A PRISONER. AND WHEN HE WAS BROUGHT TO THE CITY OF THE ROMANS, AND CAESAR HEARD THAT HE WAS COME, HE SAT IN THE TEMPLE OF THE GODS, ABOVE ALL THE SENATE, AND WITH ALL THE ARMY, AND WITH ALL THE MULTITUDE OF HIS POWER, AND COMMANDED THAT PILATE SHOULD STAND IN THE ENTRANCE. AND CAESAR SAID TO HIM, MOST IMPIOUS ONE, WHEN THOU SAWEST SO GREAT SIGNS DONE BY THAT MAN, WHY DIDST THOU DARE TO DO THUS? BY DARING TO DO AN EVIL DEED THOU HAST [SEXUALLY] RUINED ALL THE WORLD. AND PILATE SAID, KING AND AUTOCRAT, I AM NOT GUILTY OF THESE THINGS, BUT IT IS THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS WHO ARE PRECIPITATE AND GUILTY. AND CAESAR SAID, AND WHO ARE THEY? PILATE SAITH, HEROD, ARCHELAUS, PHILIP, ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, AND ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS. CAESAR SAITH, FOR WHAT CAUSE DIDST THOU EXECUTE THEIR [SEXUAL] PURPOSE? AND PILATE SAID, THEIR NATION IS SEDITIOUS AND INSUBORDINATE, AND NOT SUBMISSIVE TO THY POWER. AND CAESAR SAID, WHEN THEY DELIVERED HIM TO THEE, THOU OUGHTEST TO HAVE MADE HIM SECURE AND SENT HIM TO ME, AND NOT CONSENTED TO THEM TO CRUCIFY SUCH A MAN, WHO WAS JUST AND WROUGHT SUCH GREAT AND GOOD MIRACLES, AS THOU SAIDST IN THY REPORT. FOR BY SUCH MIRACLES JESUS WAS MANIFESTED TO BE THE CHRIST, THE KING OF THE JEWS. AND WHEN CAESAR SAID THIS AND HIMSELF NAMED THE NAME OF CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE GODS FELL DOWN TOGETHER, AND BECAME LIKE DUST WHERE CAESAR SAT WITH THE SENATE. AND ALL THE PEOPLE THAT STOOD NEAR CAESAR WERE FILLED WITH TREMBLING BECAUSE OF THE UTTERANCE OF THE WORD AND THE FALL OF THEIR GODS, AND BEING SEIZED WITH FEAR THEY ALL WENT AWAY, EVERY MAN TO HIS HOUSE, WONDERING AT WHAT HAD HAPPENED. AND CAESAR COMMANDED PILATE TO BE SAFELY KEPT, THAT HE MIGHT KNOW THE TRUTH ABOUT JESUS. AND ON THE MORROW WHEN CAESAR SAT IN THE CAPITOL WITH ALL THE SENATE, HE UNDERTOOK TO QUESTION PILATE AGAIN. AND CAESAR SAID, SAY THE TRUTH, MOST IMPIOUS ONE, FOR THROUGH THY IMPIOUS DEED WHICH THOU DIDST COMMIT AGAINST JESUS, EVEN HERE THE DOING OF THY EVIL WORKS WERE MANIFESTED, IN THAT THE GODS WERE BROUGHT TO [SEXUAL] RUIN. SAY THEN, WHO IS HE THAT WAS CRUCIFIED, FOR HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HATH DESTROYED ALL THE GODS? PILATE SAID, AND VERILY HIS RECORDS ARE TRUE; FOR EVEN I MYSELF WAS CONVINCED BY HIS WORKS THAT HE WAS GREATER THAN ALL THE GODS WHOM WE VENERATE. AND CAESAR SAID, FOR WHAT CAUSE THEN DIDST THOU PERPETRATE AGAINST HIM SUCH DARING AND DOING, NOT BEING IGNORANT OF HIM, OR ASSUREDLY DESIGNING SOME MISCHIEF TO MY GOVERNMENT? AND PILATE SAID, I DID IT BECAUSE OF THE TRANSGRESSION AND SEDITION OF THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS AND UNGODLY JEWS. AND CAESAR WAS FILLED WITH ANGER, AND HELD A COUNCIL WITH ALL HIS SENATE AND OFFICERS, AND ORDERED A DECREE TO BE WRITTEN AGAINST THE JEWS THUS: TO LICIANUS WHO HOLDETH THE FIRST PLACE IN THE EAST COUNTRY. GREETING: I HAVE BEEN INFORMED OF THE AUDACITY PERPETRATED VERY RECENTLY BY THE JEWS INHABITING JERUSALEM AND THE CITIES ROUND ABOUT, AND THEIR [SEXUAL] LAWLESS DOING, HOW THEY COMPELLED PILATE TO CRUCIFY A CERTAIN GOD CALLED JESUS, THROUGH WHICH GREAT TRANSGRESSION OF THEIRS THE WORLD WAS DARKENED AND DRAWN INTO [SEXUAL] RUIN. DETERMINE THEREFORE, WITH A BODY OF SOLDIERS, TO GO TO THEM THERE AT ONCE AND PROCLAIM THEIR SUBJECTION TO BONDAGE BY THIS DECREE. BY OBEYING AND PROCEEDING AGAINST THEM, AND SCATTERING THEM ABROAD IN ALL NATIONS, ENSLAVE THEM, AND BY DRIVING THEIR NATION FROM ALL JUDEA AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SHOW, WHEREVER THIS HATH NOT YET APPEARED, THAT THEY ARE FULL OF EVIL. AND WHEN THIS DECREE CAME INTO THE EAST COUNTRY, LICIANUS OBEYED, THROUGH FEAR OF THE DECREE, AND LAID WASTE ALL THE NATION OF THE JEWS, AND CAUSED THOSE THAT WERE LEFT IN JUDEA TO GO INTO SLAVERY WITH THEM THAT WERE SCATTERED AMONG THE GENTILES, THAT IT MIGHT BE KNOWN BY CAESAR THAT THESE THINGS HAD BEEN DONE BY LICIANUS AGAINST THE JEWS IN THE EAST COUNTRY, AND TO PLEASE HIM. AND AGAIN, CAESAR RESOLVED TO HAVE PILATE QUESTIONED, AND COMMANDED A CAPTAIN, ALBIUS BY NAME, TO CUT OFF PILATE'S HEAD, SAYING, AS, HE LAID HANDS UPON THE JUST MAN, THAT IS CALLED CHRIST, HE ALSO SHALL FALL IN LIKE MANNER, AND FIND NO DELIVERANCE. AND WHEN PILATE CAME TO THE PLACE, HE PRAYED IN SILENCE SAYING, O LORD, DESTROY NOT ME WITH THE WICKED HEBREWS, FOR I SHOULD NOT HAVE LAID HANDS UPON THEE, BUT FOR THE NATION OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESS JEWS, BECAUSE THEY [SEXUALLY] PROVOKED SEDITION AGAINST ME: BUT THOU KNOWEST THAT I DID IT IN IGNORANCE. DESTROY ME NOT, THEREFORE, FOR THIS MY [SEXUAL] SIN, NOR BE MINDFUL OF THE EVIL THAT IS IN ME, O LORD, AND IN THY SERVANT PROCLA WHO STANDETH WITH ME IN THIS THE HOUR OF MY DEATH, WHOM THOU TAUGHTEST TO PROPHECY THAT THOU MUST BE NAILED TO THE CROSS. DO NOT PUNISH HER TOO IN MY [SEXUAL] SIN, BUT FORGIVE US, AND NUMBER US IN THE PORTION OF THY JUST ONES. AND BEHOLD, WHEN PILATE HAD FINISHED HIS PRAYER, THERE CAME A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING, ALL GENERATIONS AND THE FAMILIES OF THE GENTILES SHALL CALL THEE BLESSED, BECAUSE UNDER THEE WERE FULFILLED ALL THESE THINGS THAT WERE SPOKEN BY THE PROPHETS CONCERNING ME; AND THOU THYSELF MUST APPEAR AS MY WITNESS AT MY SECOND COMING, WHEN I SHALL JUDGE THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL, AND THEM THAT HAVE NOT CONFESSED MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND THE PREFECT CUT OFF THE HEAD OF PILATE, AND BEHOLD AN ANGEL OF THE LORD RECEIVED IT. AND WHEN HIS WIFE PROCLA SAW THE ANGEL COMING AND RECEIVING HIS HEAD, SHE ALSO, BEING FILLED WITH JOY, FORTHWITH GAVE UP THE GHOST, AND WAS BURIED WITH HER HUSBAND. [THE SYNAXARIA OF THE GREEKS, UNDER OCT. 28TH, INTIMATE THE COMMEMORATION OF PROCLA, THE WIFE OF PILATE. THE ETHIOPIC CALENDAR INSERTS 'PILATE AND HIS WIFE PROCLA' UNDER JUNE 25TH. THE REASON FOR PUTTING THESE NAMES AMONG THE SAINTS IS, THAT PILATE BY WASHING HIS HANDS ATTESTED THE INNOCENCE OF JESUS, WHILE PROCLA SOUGHT TO DISSUADE HER HUSHAND FROM COMPLYING WITH THE JEWS. THE ABOVE STORY MAKES OF PILATE ALMOST A MARTYR; AND TERTULLIAN MAKES HIM ALMOST A SAINT IN APOL. C. GENTES, CAP. 21].
THE DEATH OF PILATE, WHO DAMNED JESUS
NOW WHEREAS TIBERIUS CAESAR EMPEROR OF THE ROMANS WAS SUFFERING FROM A GRIEVOUS SICKNESS, AND HEARING THAT THERE WAS AT JERUSALEM A CERTAIN PHYSICIAN, JESUS BY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHO HEALED ALL DISEASES BY HIS WORD ALONE; NOT KNOWING THAT THE JEWS AND PILATE HAD PUT HIM TO DEATH, HE THUS BADE ONE OF HIS ATTENDANTS, VOLUSIANUS BY NAME, SAYING, GO AS QUICKLY AS THOU CANST ACROSS THE SEA, AND TELL PILATE, MY SERVANT AND FRIEND, TO SEND ME THIS PHYSICIAN TO RESTORE ME TO MY ORIGINAL HEALTH. AND VOLUSIANUS, HAVING HEARD THE ORDER OF THE EMPEROR, IMMEDIATELY DEPARTED, AND CAME TO PILATE, AS IT WAS COMMANDED HIM. AND HE TOLD THE SAME PILATE WHAT HAD BEEN COMMITTED TO HIM BY TIBERIUS CAESAR, SAYING, TIBERIUS CAESAR, EMPEROR OF THE ROMANS, THY LORD, HAVING HEARD THAT IN THIS CITY THERE IS A PHYSICIAN WHO HEALETH DISEASES BY HIS WORD ALONE, EARNESTLY ENTREATETH THEE TO SEND HIM TO HIM TO HEAL HIS DISEASE. AND PILATE WAS GREATLY TERRIFIED ON HEARING THIS, KNOWING THAT THROUGH ENVY HE HAD CAUSED HIM TO BE SLAIN. PILATE ANSWERED THE MESSENGER, SAYING THUS, THIS MAN WAS A MALEFACTOR, AND A MAN WHO DREW AFTER HIMSELF ALL THE PEOPLE; SO, AFTER [SEXUAL] COUNSEL TAKEN OF THE WISE MEN OF THE CITY, I CAUSED HIM TO BE CRUCIFIED. AND AS THE MESSENGER RETURNED TO HIS LODGINGS, HE MET A CERTAIN WOMAN NAMED VERONICA, WHO HAD BEEN ACQUAINTED WITH JESUS, AND HE SAID, O WOMAN, THERE WAS A CERTAIN PHYSICIAN IN THIS CITY, WHO HEALED THE SICK BY HIS WORD ALONE, WHY HAVE THE JEWS SLAIN HIM? AND SHE BEGAN TO WEEP, SAYING, AH, ME, MY LORD, IT WAS MY GOD AND MY LORD WHOM PILATE THROUGH ENVY DELIVERED UP, CONDEMNED, AND COMMANDED TO BE CRUCIFIED. THEN HE, GRIEVING GREATLY, SAID, I AM EXCEEDINGLY SORRY THAT I CANNOT FULFIL THAT FOR WHICH MY LORD HATH SENT ME. VERONICA SAID TO HIM, WHEN MY LORD WENT ABOUT PREACHING, AND I WAS VERY UNWILLINGLY DEPRIVED OF HIS PRESENCE, I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO HAVE HIS PICTURE PAINTED FOR ME, THAT WHILE I WAS DEPRIVED OF HIS PRESENCE, AT LEAST THE FIGURE OF HIS LIKENESS MIGHT GIVE ME CONSOLATION. AND WHEN I WAS TAKING THE CANVAS TO THE PAINTER TO BE PAINTED, MY LORD MET ME AND ASKED WHITHER I WAS GOING. AND WHEN I HAD MADE KNOWN TO HIM THE CAUSE OF MY JOURNEY, HE ASKED ME FOR THE CANVAS, AND GAVE IT BACK TO ME PRINTED WITH THE LIKENESS OF HIS VENERABLE FACE. THEREFORE, IF THY LORD WILL DEVOUTLY LOOK UPON THE SIGHT OF THIS, HE WILL STRAIGHTWAY ENJOY THE BENEFIT OF HEALTH. IS A LIKENESS OF THIS KIND TO BE PROCURED WITH GOLD OR SILVER? HE ASKED. NO, SAID SHE, BUT WITH A PIOUS SENTIMENT OF DEVOTION. THEREFORE, I WILL GO WITH THEE, AND CARRY THE LIKENESS TO CAESAR TO LOOK UPON, AND WILL RETURN. SO VOLUSIANUS CAME WITH VERONICA TO ROME, AND SAID TO TIBERIUS THE EMPEROR, JESUS, WHOM THOU HAST LONG [SEXUALLY] DESIRED, PILATE AND THE JEWS HAVE SURRENDERED TO AN UNJUST DEATH, AND THROUGH ENVY FASTENED TO THE WOOD OF THE CROSS. THEREFORE, A CERTAIN MATRON HATH COME WITH ME BRINGING THE LIKENESS OF THE SAME JESUS, AND IF THOU WILT DEVOUTLY GAZE UPON IT, THOU WILT PRESENTLY OBTAIN THE BENEFIT OF THY HEALTH. SO, CAESAR CAUSED THE WAY TO BE SPREAD WITH CLOTHS OF SILK, AND ORDERED THE PORTRAIT TO BE PRESENTED TO HIM; AND AS SOON AS HE HAD LOOKED UPON IT, HE REGAINED HIS ORIGINAL HEALTH. THEN PONTIUS PILATE WAS APPREHENDED BY COMMAND OF CAESAR AND BROUGHT TO ROME. CAESAR, HEARING THAT PILATE HAD COME TO ROME, WAS FILLED WITH EXCEEDING WRATH AGAINST HIM, AND CAUSED HIM TO BE BROUGHT TO HIM. NOW PILATE BROUGHT WITH HIM THE SEAMLESS COAT OF JESUS, AND WORE IT WHEN BEFORE THE EMPEROR. AS SOON AS THE EMPEROR SAW HIM, HE LAID ASIDE ALL HIS WRATH, AND FORTHWITH ROSE TO HIM, AND WAS UNABLE TO SPEAK HARSHLY TO HIM IN ANYTHING: AND HE WHO IN HIS ABSENCE SEEMED SO TERRIBLE AND FIERCE NOW IN HIS PRESENCE IS FOUND COMPARATIVELY GENTLE. AND WHEN HE HAD DISMISSED HIM, HE SOON BECAME TERRIBLY INFLAMED AGAINST HIM, DECLARING HIMSELF WRETCHED, BECAUSE HE HAD NOT EXPRESSED TO HIM THE ANGER OF HIS BOSOM. AND IMMEDIATELY HE HAD HIM RECALLED, SWEARING AND PROTESTING THAT HE WAS A CHILD OF DEATH, AND UNFITTED TO LIVE UPON EARTH. AND WHEN HE SAW HIM HE INSTANTLY GREETED HIM, AND LAID ASIDE ALL THE FURY OF HIS MIND. ALL WERE ASTONISHED, AND HE WAS ASTONISHED HIMSELF, THAT HE WAS SO ENRAGED AGAINST PILATE WHILE ABSENT, AND COULD SAY NOTHING TO HIM SHARPLY WHILE HE WAS PRESENT. AT LENGTH, BY DIVINE SUGGESTION, OR PERHAPS BY THE PERSUASION OF SOME CHRISTIAN, HE HAD HIM STRIPPED OF THE COAT, AND SOON RESUMED AGAINST HIM HIS ORIGINAL FURY OF MIND. AND WHEN THE EMPEROR WAS WONDERING VERY MUCH ABOUT THIS, THEY TOLD HIM IT HAD BEEN THE COAT OF THE LORD JESUS. THEN THE EMPEROR COMMANDED HIM TO BE KEPT IN PRISON TILL HE SHOULD TAKE [SEXUAL] COUNSEL WITH THE WISE MEN WHAT OUGHT TO BE DONE WITH HIM. AND AFTER A FEW DAYS SENTENCE WAS GIVEN AGAINST PILATE THAT HE SHOULD BE CONDEMNED TO THE MOST IGNOMINIOUS DEATH. WHEN PILATE HEARD THIS, HE SLEW HIMSELF WITH HIS OWN DAGGER, AND BY SUCH A DEATH PUT AN END TO HIS LIFE. WHEN PILATE'S DEATH WAS MADE KNOWN CAESAR SAID, TRULY HE HAS DIED A MOST IGNOMINIOUS DEATH, WHOSE OWN HAND HAS NOT SPARED HIM. HE WAS THEREFORE FASTENED TO A GREAT BLOCK OF STONE AND SUNK IN THE RIVER TIBER. BUT WICKED AND UNCLEAN SPIRITS, REJOICING IN HIS WICKED AND UNCLEAN BODY, ALL MOVED ABOUT IN THE WATER, AND CAUSED IN THE AIR DREADFUL LIGHTNING AND TEMPESTS, THUNDER AND HAIL, SO THAT ALL WERE SEIZED WITH HORRIBLE FEAR. ON WHICH ACCOUNT THE ROMANS DRAGGED HIM OUT OF THE RIVER TIBER, BORE HIM AWAY IN DERISION TO VIENNE, AND SUNK HIM IN THE RIVER RHONE. FOR VIENNE MEANS, AS IT WERE, WAY OF GEHENNA, BECAUSE IT WAS THEN A PLACE OF CURSING. AND EVIL SPIRITS WERE THERE AND DID THE SAME THINGS. THOSE MEN, THEREFORE, NOT ENDURING TO BE SO HARASSED BY DEMONS, REMOVED THE VESSEL OF CURSING FROM THEM AND SENT IT TO BE BURIED IN THE TERRITORY OF LOSANIA. BUT WHEN THEY WERE TROUBLED EXCEEDINGLY BY THE AFORESAID VEXATIONS, THEY PUT IT AWAY FROM THEM AND SUNK IT IN A CERTAIN POOL SURROUNDED BY MOUNTAINS, WHERE EVEN YET, ACCORDING TO THE ACCOUNT OF SOME, SUNDRY DIABOLICAL CONTRIVANCES ARE SAID TO ISSUE FORTH.
THE LOST GOSPEL ACCORDING TO PETER
[1] BUT OF THE JEWS NONE WASHED HIS HANDS, NEITHER HEROD NOR ONE OF HIS JUDGES. AND SINCE THEY DID NOT [SEXUALLY] DESIRE TO WASH, PILATE STOOD UP. [2] AND THEN HEROD THE KING ORDERS THE LORD TO BE TAKEN AWAY, HAVING SAID TO THEM, 'WHAT I ORDERED YOU TO DO, DO.' [3] BUT JOSEPH, THE FRIEND OF PILATE AND OF THE LORD, HAD BEEN STANDING THERE; AND KNOWING THEY WERE ABOUT TO CRUCIFY HIM, HE CAME BEFORE PILATE AND REQUESTED THE BODY OF THE LORD FOR BURIAL. [4] AND PILATE, HAVING SENT TO HEROD, REQUESTED HIS BODY. [5] AND HEROD SAID: 'BROTHER PILATE, EVEN IF NO ONE HAD REQUESTED HIM, WE WOULD HAVE BURIED HIM, SINCE INDEED SABBATH IS DAWNING. FOR IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN: THE SUN IS NOT TO SET ON ONE PUT TO DEATH.' AND HE GAVE HIM OVER TO THE PEOPLE BEFORE THE FIRST DAY OF THEIR FEAST OF THE UNLEAVENED BREAD. [6] BUT HAVING TAKEN THE LORD, RUNNING, THEY WERE PUSHING HIM AND SAYING, 'LET US DRAG ALONG THE SON OF GOD NOW THAT WE HAVE POWER OVER HIM.' [7] AND THEY CLOTHED HIM WITH PURPLE AND SAT HIM ON A CHAIR OF JUDGMENT, SAYING: 'JUDGE JUSTLY, KING OF ISRAEL.' [8] AND A CERTAIN ONE OF THEM, HAVING BROUGHT A THORNY CROWN, PUT IT ON THE HEAD OF THE LORD. [9] AND OTHERS WHO WERE STANDING THERE WERE SPITTING IN HIS FACE, AND OTHERS SLAPPED HIS CHEEKS. OTHERS WERE JABBING HIM WITH A REED; AND SOME SCOURGED HIM, SAYING, 'WITH SUCH HONOR LET US HONOR THE SON OF GOD.' [10] AND THEY BROUGHT TWO WRONGDOERS AND CRUCIFIED THE LORD IN THE MIDDLE OF THEM. BUT HE WAS SILENT AS HAVING NO PAIN. [11] AND WHEN THEY HAD SET THE CROSS UPRIGHT, THEY INSCRIBED THAT THIS IS THE KING OF ISRAEL. [12] AND HAVING PUT HIS GARMENTS BEFORE HIM, THEY DIVIDED THEM UP AND THREW AS A GAMBLE FOR THEM. [13] BUT A CERTAIN ONE OF THOSE WRONGDOERS REVILED THEM, SAYING: 'WE HAVE BEEN MADE SUFFER THUS BECAUSE OF THE WRONG THAT WE HAVE DONE; BUT THIS ONE, HAVING BECOME SAVIOR OF MEN, WHAT INJUSTICE HAD HE DONE TO YOU?' [14] AND HAVING BECOME IRRITATED AT HIM, THEY ORDERED THAT THERE BE NO LEG-BREAKING, SO THAT HE MIGHT DIE TORMENTED. [15] BUT IS WAS MIDDAY, AND DARKNESS HELD FAST ALL JUDEA; AND THEY WERE DISTRESSED AND ANXIOUS LEST THE SUN HAD SET, SINCE HE WAS STILL LIVING. [FOR] IT IS WRITTEN FOR THEM: LET NOT THE SUN SET ON ONE PUT TO DEATH. [16] AND SOMEONE OF THEM SAID: 'GIVE HIM TO DRINK GALL WITH VINEGARY WINE.' AND HAVING MADE A MIXTURE, THEY GAVE TO DRINK. [17] AND THEY FULFILLED ALL THINGS AND COMPLETED THE [SEXUAL] SINS ON THEIR OWN HEAD. [18] BUT MANY WENT AROUND WITH LAMPS, [SEXUALLY] THINKING THAT IT WAS NIGHT, AND THEY FELL. [19] AND THE LORD SCREAMED OUT, SAYING: 'MY POWER, O POWER, YOU HAVE FORSAKEN ME.' AND HAVING SAID THIS, HE WAS TAKEN UP. [20] AND AT THE SAME HOUR THE VEIL OF THE JERUSALEM SANCTUARY WAS TORN INTO TWO. [21] AND THEY DREW OUT THE NAILS FROM THE HANDS OF THE LORD AND PLACED HIM ON THE EARTH; AND ALL THE EARTH WAS SHAKEN, AND A GREAT FEAR CAME ABOUT. [22] THEN THE SUN SHONE, AND IT WAS FOUND TO BE THE NINTH HOUR. [23] AND THE JEWS REJOICED AND GAVE HIS BODY TO JOSEPH THAT HE MIGHT BURY IT, SINCE HE WAS ONE WHO HAD SEEN THE MANY GOOD THINGS HE DID. [24] AND HAVING TAKEN THE LORD, HE WASHED AND TIED HIM WITH A LINEN CLOTH AND BROUGHT HIM INTO HIS OWN SEPULCHER, CALLED THE GARDEN OF JOSEPH. [25] THEN THE JEWS AND THE ELDERS AND THE PRIESTS, HAVING COME TO KNOW HOW MUCH WRONG THEY HAD DONE THEMSELVES, BEGAN TO BEAT THEMSELVES AND SAY: 'WOE TO OUR [SEXUAL] SINS. THE JUDGMENT HAS APPROACHED AND THE END OF JERUSALEM.' [26] BUT I WITH THE COMPANIONS WAS SORROWFUL; AND HAVING BEEN WOUNDED IN SPIRIT, WE WERE IN HIDING, FOR WE WERE SOUGHT AFTER BY THEM AS WRONGDOERS AND AS WISHING TO SET FIRE TO THE SANCTUARY. [27] IN ADDITION TO ALL THESE THINGS WE WERE FASTING; AND WE WERE SITTING MOURNING AND WEEPING NIGHT AND DAY UNTIL THE SABBATH. [28] BUT THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES AND ELDERS, HAVING GATHERED TOGETHER WITH ONE ANOTHER, HAVING HEARD THAT ALL THE PEOPLE WERE MURMURING AND BEATING THEIR BREASTS, SAYING THAT 'IF AT HIS DEATH THESE VERY GREAT SIGNS HAPPENED, BEHOLD HOW JUST HE WAS,' [29] FEARED (ESPECIALLY THE ELDERS) AND CAME BEFORE PILATE, BEGGING HIM AND SAYING, [30] 'GIVE OVER SOLDIERS TO US IN ORDER THAT WE MAY SAFEGUARD HIS BURIAL PLACE FOR THREE DAYS, LEST, HAVING COME, HIS DISCIPLES STEAL HIM, AND THE PEOPLE ACCEPT THAT HE IS RISEN FROM THE DEATH, AND THEY DO US WRONG.' [31] BUT PILATE GAVE OVER TO THEM PETRONIUS THE CENTURION WITH SOLDIERS TO SAFEGUARD THE SEPULCHER. AND WITH THESE THE ELDERS AND SCRIBES CAME TO THE BURIAL PLACE. [32] AND HAVING ROLLED A LARGE STONE, ALL WHO WERE THERE, TOGETHER WITH THE CENTURION AND THE SOLDIERS, PLACED IT AGAINST THE DOOR OF THE BURIAL PLACE. [33] AND THEY MARKED IT WITH SEVEN WAX SEALS; AND HAVING PITCHED A TENT THERE, THEY SAFEGUARDED IT. [34] BUT EARLY WHEN THE SABBATH WAS DAWNING, A CROWD CAME FROM JERUSALEM AND THE SURROUNDING AREA IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT SEE THE SEALED TOMB. [35] BUT IN THE NIGHT IN WHICH THE LORD'S DAY DAWNED, WHEN THE SOLDIERS WERE SAFEGUARDING IT TWO BY TWO IN EVERY WATCH, THERE WAS A LOUD VOICE IN HEAVEN; [36] AND THEY SAW THAT THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED AND THAT TWO MALES WHO HAD MUCH RADIANCE HAD COME DOWN FROM THERE AND COME NEAR THE SEPULCHER. [37] BUT THAT STONE WHICH HAD BEEN THRUST AGAINST THE DOOR, HAVING ROLLED BY ITSELF, WENT A DISTANCE OFF THE SIDE; AND THE SEPULCHER OPENED, AND BOTH THE YOUNG MEN ENTERED. [38] AND SO THOSE SOLDIERS, HAVING SEEN, AWAKENED THE CENTURION AND THE ELDERS (FOR THEY TOO WERE PRESENT, SAFEGUARDING). [39] AND WHILE THEY WERE RELATING WHAT THEY HAD SEEN, AGAIN THEY SEE THREE MALES WHO HAVE COME OUT FROM THEY SEPULCHER, WITH THE TWO SUPPORTING THE OTHER ONE, AND A CROSS FOLLOWING THEM, [40] AND THE HEAD OF THE TWO REACHING UNTO HEAVEN, BUT THAT OF THE ONE BEING LED OUT BY A HAND BY THEM GOING BEYOND THE HEAVENS. [41] AND THEY WERE HEARING A VOICE FROM THE HEAVENS SAYING, 'HAVE YOU MADE PROCLAMATION TO THE FALLEN-ASLEEP?' [42] AND AN OBEISANCE WAS HEARD FROM THE CROSS, 'YES.' [43] AND SO THOSE PEOPLE WERE SEEKING A COMMON PERSPECTIVE TO GO OFF AND MAKE THESE THINGS CLEAR TO PILATE; [44] AND WHILE THEY WERE STILL CONSIDERING IT THROUGH, THERE APPEAR AGAIN THE OPENED HEAVENS AND A CERTAIN MAN HAVING COME DOWN AND ENTERED INTO THE BURIAL PLACE. [45] HAVING SEEN THESE THINGS, THOSE AROUND THE CENTURION HASTENED AT NIGHT BEFORE PILATE (HAVING LEFT THE SEPULCHER WHICH THEY WERE SAFEGUARDING) AND DESCRIBED ALL THE THINGS THAT THEY INDEED HAD SEEN, AGONIZING GREATLY AND SAYING: 'TRULY HE WAS GOD'S SON.' [46] IN ANSWER PILATE SAID: 'I AM CLEAN OF THE BLOOD OF THE SON OF GOD, BUT IT WAS TO YOU THAT THIS SEEMED [THE THING TO DO].' [47] THEN ALL, HAVING COME FORWARD, WERE BEGGING AND EXHORTING HIM TO COMMAND THE CENTURION AND THE SOLDIERS TO SAY TO NO ONE WHAT THEY HAD SEEN. [48] 'FOR,' THEY SAID, 'IT IS BETTER FOR US TO OWE THE DEBT OF THE GREATEST [SEXUAL] SIN IN THE SIGHT OF GOD THAN TO FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE AND BE STONED.' [49] AND SO PILATE ORDERED THE CENTURION AND THE SOLDIERS TO SAY NOTHING. [50] NOW AT THE DAWN OF THE LORD'S DAY MARY MAGDALENE, A FEMALE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD (WHO, AFRAID BECAUSE OF THE JEWS SINCE THEY WERE INFLAMED WITH ANGER, HAD NOT DONE AT THE TOMB OF THE LORD WHAT WOMEN WERE ACCUSTOMED TO DO FOR THE DEAD BELOVED BY THEM), [51] HAVING TAKEN WITH HER WOMEN FRIENDS, CAME TO THE TOMB WHERE HE HAD BEEN PLACED. [52] AND THEY WERE AFRAID LEST THE JEWS SHOULD SEE THEM AND WERE SAYING, 'IF INDEED ON THAT DAY ON WHICH HE WAS CRUCIFIED WE COULD NOT WEEP AND BEAT OURSELVES, YET NOW AT HIS TOMB WE MAY DO THESE THINGS. [53] BUT WHO WILL ROLL AWAY FOR US EVEN THE STONE PLACED AGAINST THE DOOR OF THE TOMB IN ORDER THAT, HAVING ENTERED, WE MAY SIT BESIDE HIM AND DO THE EXPECTED THINGS? [54] FOR THE STONE WAS LARGE, AND WE WERE AFRAID LEST ANYONE SEE US. AND IF WE ARE UNABLE, LET IS THROW AGAINST THE DOOR WHAT WE BRING IN MEMORY OF HIM; LET US WEEP AND BEAT OURSELVES UNTIL WE COME TO OUR HOMES.' [55] AND HAVING GONE OFF, THEY FOUND THE SEPULCHER OPENED. AND HAVING COME FORWARD, THEY BENT DOWN THERE AND SAW THERE A CERTAIN YOUNG MAN SEATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SEPULCHER, COMELY AND CLOTHED WITH A SPLENDID ROBE, WHO SAID TO THEM: [56] 'WHY HAVE YOU COME? WHOM DO YOU SEEK? NOT THAT ONE WHO WAS CRUCIFIED? HE IS RISEN AND GONE AWAY. BUT IF YOU DO NOT BELIEVE, BEND DOWN AND SEE THE PLACE WHERE HE LAY, BECAUSE HE IS NOT HERE. FOR HE IS RISEN AND GONE AWAY TO THERE WHENCE HE WAS SENT.' [57] THEN THE WOMEN FLED FRIGHTENED. [58] NOW IT WAS THE FINAL DAY OF THE UNLEAVENED BREAD; AND MANY WENT OUT RETURNING TO THEIR HOME SINCE THE FEAST WAS OVER. [59] BUT WE TWELVE DISCIPLES OF THE LORD WERE WEEPING AND SORROWFUL; AND EACH ONE, SORROWFUL BECAUSE OF WHAT HAD COME TO PASS, DEPARTED TO HIS HOME. [60] BUT I, SIMON PETER, AND MY BROTHER ANDREW, HAVING TAKEN OUR NETS, WENT OFF TO THE SEA. AND THERE WAS WITH US LEVI OF ALPHAEUS WHOM THE LORD...
THE FORGOTTEN BOOKS OF EDEN OF THE HOLY BIBLE
THE 1ST BOOK OF ADAM & EVE
CHAPTER 1 - THE CRYSTAL SEA, THE LORD COMMANDS ADAM, EXPELLED FROM EDEN, TO LIVE IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES
1 ON THE THIRD DAY, GOD PLANTED THE GARDEN IN THE EAST OF THE EARTH, ON THE BORDER OF THE WORLD EASTWARD, BEYOND WHICH, TOWARDS THE SUN-RISING, ONE FINDS NOTHING BUT WATER, THAT ENCOMPASSES THE WHOLE WORLD, AND REACHES TO THE BORDERS OF HEAVEN. 2 AND TO THE NORTH OF THE GARDEN THERE IS A SEA OF WATER, CLEAR AND PURE TO THE TASTE, UNLIKE ANYTHING ELSE; SO THAT, THROUGH THE CLEARNESS THEREOF, ONE MAY LOOK INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE EARTH. 3 AND WHEN A MAN WASHES HIMSELF IN IT, HE BECOMES CLEAN OF THE CLEANNESS THEREOF, AND WHITE OF ITS WHITENESS—EVEN IF HE WERE DARK. 4 AND GOD CREATED THAT SEA OF HIS OWN GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE, FOR HE KNEW WHAT WOULD COME OF THE MAN HE WOULD MAKE; SO THAT AFTER HE HAD LEFT THE GARDEN, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS TRANSGRESSION, MEN SHOULD BE BORN IN THE EARTH. AMONG THEM ARE RIGHTEOUS ONES WHO WILL DIE, WHOSE SOULS GOD WOULD RAISE AT THE LAST DAY; WHEN ALL OF THEM WILL RETURN TO THEIR FLESH, BATHE IN THE WATER OF THAT SEA, AND REPENT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. 5 BUT WHEN GOD MADE ADAM GO OUT OF THE GARDEN, HE DID NOT PLACE HIM ON THE BORDER OF IT NORTHWARD. THIS WAS SO THAT HE AND EVE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO GO NEAR TO THE SEA OF WATER WHERE THEY COULD WASH THEMSELVES IN IT, BE CLEANSED FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, ERASE THE TRANSGRESSION THEY HAD COMMITTED, AND BE NO LONGER REMINDED OF IT IN THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF THEIR PUNISHMENT. 6 AS TO THE SOUTHERN SIDE OF THE GARDEN, GOD DID NOT WANT ADAM TO LIVE THERE EITHER; BECAUSE, WHEN THE WIND BLEW FROM THE NORTH, IT WOULD BRING HIM, ON THAT SOUTHERN SIDE, THE DELICIOUS SMELL OF THE TREES OF THE GARDEN. 7 WHEREFORE GOD DID NOT PUT ADAM THERE. THIS WAS SO THAT HE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO SMELL THE SWEET SMELL OF THOSE TREES, FORGET HIS TRANSGRESSION, AND FIND CONSOLATION FOR WHAT HE HAD DONE BY TAKING DELIGHT IN THE SMELL OF THE TREES AND YET NOT BE CLEANSED FROM HIS TRANSGRESSION. 8 AGAIN, ALSO, BECAUSE GOD IS MERCIFUL AND OF GREAT PITY, AND GOVERNS ALL THINGS IN A WAY THAT HE ALONE KNOWS—HE MADE OUR FATHER ADAM LIVE IN THE WESTERN BORDER OF THE GARDEN, BECAUSE ON THAT SIDE THE EARTH IS VERY BROAD. 9 AND GOD COMMANDED HIM TO LIVE THERE IN A CAVE IN A ROCK—THE CAVE OF TREASURES BELOW THE GARDEN. 
[bookmark: chap02]CHAPTER 2 - ADAM AND EVE FAINT WHEN THEY LEAVE THE GARDEN. THE LORD SENDS HIS WORD TO ENCOURAGE THEM
1 BUT WHEN OUR FATHER ADAM, AND EVE, WENT OUT OF THE GARDEN, THEY WALKED THE GROUND ON THEIR FEET, NOT KNOWING THEY WERE WALKING. 2 AND WHEN THEY CAME TO THE OPENING OF THE GATE OF THE GARDEN, AND SAW THE BROAD EARTH SPREAD BEFORE THEM, COVERED WITH STONES LARGE AND SMALL, AND WITH SAND, THEY FEARED AND TREMBLED, AND FELL ON THEIR FACES, FROM THE FEAR THAT CAME OVER THEM; AND THEY WERE AS DEAD. 3 BECAUSE—WHEREAS UNTIL THIS TIME THEY HAD BEEN IN THE GARDEN LAND, BEAUTIFULLY PLANTED WITH ALL MANNER OF TREES—THEY NOW SAW THEMSELVES, IN A STRANGE LAND, WHICH THEY KNEW NOT, AND HAD NEVER SEEN. 4 AND BECAUSE, WHEN THEY WERE IN THE GARDEN THEY WERE FILLED WITH THE GRACE OF A BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE, AND THEY HAD NOT HEARTS TURNED TOWARD EARTHLY THINGS. 5 THEREFORE GOD HAD PITY ON THEM; AND WHEN HE SAW THEM FALLEN BEFORE THE GATE OF THE GARDEN, HE SENT HIS WORD TO OUR FATHER, ADAM AND EVE, AND RAISED THEM FROM THEIR FALLEN STATE. 
[bookmark: chap03]CHAPTER 3 - CONCERNING THE PROMISE OF THE GREAT FIVE AND A HALF DAYS
1 GOD SAID TO ADAM, "I HAVE ORDAINED ON THIS EARTH DAYS AND YEARS, AND YOU AND YOUR DESCENDANTS SHALL LIVE AND WALK IN THEM, UNTIL THE DAYS AND YEARS ARE FULFILLED; WHEN I SHALL SEND THE WORD THAT CREATED YOU, AND AGAINST WHICH YOU HAVE TRANSGRESSED, THE WORD THAT MADE YOU COME OUT OF THE GARDEN, AND THAT RAISED YOU WHEN YOU WERE FALLEN. 2 YES, THE WORD THAT WILL AGAIN SAVE YOU WHEN THE FIVE AND A HALF DAYS ARE FULFILLED." 3 BUT WHEN ADAM HEARD THESE WORDS FROM GOD, AND OF THE GREAT FIVE AND A HALF DAYS, HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF THEM. 4 FOR ADAM WAS [SEXUALLY] THINKING THERE WOULD BE ONLY FIVE AND A HALF DAYS FOR HIM UNTIL THE END OF THE WORLD [THIS WOULD BE THE 12TH DAY & WE ARE NOW IN THE 14TH DAY]. 5 AND ADAM CRIED, AND PRAYED TO GOD TO EXPLAIN IT TO HIM. 6 THEN GOD IN HIS MERCY FOR ADAM WHO WAS MADE AFTER HIS OWN IMAGE AND LIKENESS, EXPLAINED TO HIM, THAT THESE WERE 5,000 AND 500 YEARS; AND HOW ONE WOULD THEN COME AND SAVE HIM AND HIS DESCENDANTS. 7 BUT BEFORE THAT, GOD HAD MADE THIS COVENANT WITH OUR FATHER, ADAM, IN THE SAME TERMS, BEFORE HE CAME OUT OF THE GARDEN, WHEN HE WAS BY THE TREE WHERE EVE TOOK OF THE FRUIT AND GAVE IT TO HIM TO EAT. 8 BECAUSE, WHEN OUR FATHER ADAM CAME OUT OF THE GARDEN, HE PASSED BY THAT TREE, AND SAW HOW GOD HAD CHANGED THE APPEARANCE OF IT INTO ANOTHER FORM, AND HOW IT SHRIVELED. 9 AND AS ADAM WENT TO IT, HE FEARED, TREMBLED AND FELL DOWN; BUT GOD IN HIS MERCY LIFTED HIM UP, AND THEN MADE THIS COVENANT WITH HIM. 10 AND AGAIN, WHEN ADAM WAS BY THE GATE OF THE GARDEN, AND SAW THE CHERUB WITH A SWORD OF FLASHING FIRE IN HIS HAND, AND THE CHERUB GREW ANGRY AND FROWNED AT HIM, BOTH ADAM AND EVE BECAME AFRAID OF HIM, AND [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT HE MEANT TO PUT THEM TO DEATH. SO, THEY FELL ON THEIR FACES, TREMBLED WITH FEAR. 11 BUT HE HAD PITY ON THEM, AND SHOWED THEM MERCY; AND TURNING FROM THEM WENT UP TO HEAVEN, AND PRAYED TO THE LORD, AND SAID—12 "LORD, YOU, SENT ME TO WATCH AT THE GATE OF THE GARDEN, WITH A SWORD OF FIRE. 13 BUT WHEN YOUR SERVANTS, ADAM AND EVE, SAW ME, THEY FELL ON THEIR FACES, AND WERE AS DEAD. O MY LORD, WHAT SHALL WE DO TO YOUR SERVANTS?" 14 THEN GOD HAD PITY ON THEM, AND SHOWED THEM MERCY, AND SENT HIS ANGEL TO KEEP THE GARDEN. 15 AND THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO ADAM AND EVE, AND RAISED THEM UP. 16 AND THE LORD SAID TO ADAM, "I TOLD YOU THAT AT THE END OF THE FIVE AND A HALF DAYS, I WILL SEND MY WORD AND SAVE YOU. 17 STRENGTHEN YOUR HEART, THEREFORE, AND STAY IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES, OF WHICH I HAVE BEFORE SPOKEN TO YOU." 18 AND WHEN ADAM HEARD THIS WORD FROM GOD, HE WAS COMFORTED WITH THAT WHICH GOD HAD TOLD HIM. FOR HE HAD TOLD HIM HOW HE WOULD SAVE HIM. 
[bookmark: chap04]CHAPTER 4 - ADAM MOURNS OVER THE CHANGED CONDITIONS. ADAM AND EVE ENTER THE CAVE OF TREASURES
1 BUT ADAM AND EVE CRIED FOR HAVING COME OUT OF THE GARDEN, THEIR FIRST HOME. 2 AND INDEED, WHEN ADAM LOOKED AT HIS FLESH, THAT WAS ALTERED, HE CRIED BITTERLY, HE AND EVE, OVER WHAT THEY HAD DONE. AND THEY WALKED AND WENT GENTLY DOWN INTO THE CAVE OF TREASURES. 3 AND AS THEY CAME TO IT, ADAM CRIED OVER HIMSELF AND SAID TO EVE, "LOOK AT THIS CAVE THAT IS TO BE OUR PRISON IN THIS WORLD, AND A PLACE OF PUNISHMENT! 4 WHAT IS IT COMPARED WITH THE GARDEN? WHAT IS ITS NARROWNESS COMPARED WITH THE SPACE OF THE OTHER? 5 WHAT IS THIS ROCK, BY THE SIDE OF THOSE GROVES? WHAT IS THE GLOOM OF THIS CAVERN, COMPARED WITH THE LIGHT OF THE GARDEN? 6 WHAT IS THIS OVERHANGING LEDGE OF ROCK TO SHELTER US, COMPARED WITH THE MERCY OF THE LORD THAT OVERSHADOWED US? 7 WHAT IS THE SOIL OF THIS CAVE COMPARED WITH THE GARDEN LAND? THIS EARTH, STREWED WITH STONES; AND THAT, PLANTED WITH DELICIOUS FRUIT TREES?" 8 AND ADAM SAID TO EVE, "LOOK AT YOUR EYES, AND AT MINE, WHICH BEFORE BEHELD ANGELS PRAISING IN HEAVEN; AND THEY TOO, WITHOUT CEASING. 9 BUT NOW WE DO NOT SEE AS WE DID; OUR EYES HAVE BECOME OF FLESH; THEY CANNOT SEE LIKE THEY USED TO SEE BEFORE." 10 ADAM SAID AGAIN TO EVE, "WHAT IS OUR BODY TODAY, COMPARED TO WHAT IT WAS IN FORMER DAYS, WHEN WE LIVED IN THE GARDEN?" 11 AFTER THIS, ADAM DID NOT WANT TO ENTER THE CAVE, UNDER THE OVERHANGING ROCK; NOR WOULD HE EVER WANT TO ENTER IT. 12 BUT HE BOWED TO GOD'S ORDERS; AND SAID TO HIMSELF, "UNLESS I ENTER THE CAVE, I SHALL AGAIN BE A TRANSGRESSOR." 
[bookmark: chap05]CHAPTER 5 - EVE MAKES A NOBLE AND EMOTIONAL INTERCESSION, TAKING THE BLAME ON HERSELF
1 THEN ADAM AND EVE ENTERED THE CAVE, AND STOOD PRAYING, IN THEIR OWN TONGUE, UNKNOWN TO US, BUT WHICH THEY KNEW WELL. 2 AND AS THEY PRAYED, ADAM RAISED HIS EYES AND SAW THE ROCK AND THE ROOF OF THE CAVE THAT COVERED HIM OVERHEAD. THIS PREVENTED HIM FROM SEEING EITHER HEAVEN OR GOD'S CREATURES. SO, HE CRIED AND BEAT HIS CHEST HARD, UNTIL HE DROPPED, AND WAS AS DEAD. 3 AND EVE SAT CRYING; FOR SHE BELIEVED HE WAS DEAD. 4 THEN SHE GOT UP, SPREAD HER HANDS TOWARD GOD, APPEALING TO HIM FOR MERCY AND PITY, AND SAID, "O GOD, FORGIVE ME MY [NON-SEXUAL] SIN, THE [NON-SEXUAL] SIN WHICH I COMMITTED, AND DON'T REMEMBER IT AGAINST ME. 5 FOR I ALONE CAUSED YOUR SERVANT TO FALL FROM THE GARDEN INTO THIS CONDEMNED LAND; FROM LIGHT INTO THIS DARKNESS; AND FROM THE HOUSE OF JOY INTO THIS PRISON. 6 O GOD, LOOK AT THIS YOUR SERVANT FALLEN IN THIS MANNER, AND BRING HIM BACK TO LIFE, THAT HE MAY CRY AND REPENT OF HIS TRANSGRESSION WHICH HE COMMITTED THROUGH ME. 7 DON'T TAKE AWAY HIS SOUL RIGHT NOW; BUT LET HIM LIVE THAT HE MAY STAND AFTER THE MEASURE OF HIS REPENTANCE, AND DO YOUR WILL, AS BEFORE HIS DEATH. 8 BUT IF YOU DO NOT BRING HIM BACK TO LIFE, THEN, O GOD, TAKE AWAY MY OWN SOUL, THAT I BE LIKE HIM, AND LEAVE ME NOT IN THIS DUNGEON, ONE AND ALONE; FOR I COULD NOT STAND ALONE IN THIS WORLD, BUT WITH HIM ONLY. 9 FOR YOU, O GOD, CAUSED HIM TO FALL ASLEEP, AND TOOK A BONE FROM HIS SIDE, AND RESTORED THE FLESH IN THE PLACE OF IT, BY YOUR DIVINE POWER. 10 AND YOU TOOK ME, THE BONE, AND MAKE ME A WOMAN, BRIGHT LIKE HIM, WITH HEART, REASON, AND SPEECH; AND IN FLESH, LIKE TO HIS OWN; AND YOU MADE ME AFTER THE LIKENESS OF HIS LOOKS, BY YOUR MERCY AND POWER. 11 O LORD, I AND HE ARE ONE, AND YOU, O GOD, ARE OUR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], YOU ARE HE WHO MADE US BOTH IN ONE DAY. 12 THEREFORE, O GOD, GIVE HIM LIFE, THAT HE MAY BE WITH ME IN THIS STRANGE LAND, WHILE WE LIVE IN IT ON ACCOUNT OF OUR TRANSGRESSION. 13 BUT IF YOU WILL NOT GIVE HIM LIFE, THEN TAKE ME, EVEN ME, LIKE HIM; THAT WE BOTH MAY DIE THE SAME DAY." 14 AND EVE CRIED BITTERLY, AND FELL ON OUR FATHER ADAM; FROM HER GREAT SORROW. 
[bookmark: chap06]CHAPTER 6 – THE LORD’S REPRIMAND TO ADAM AND EVE IN WHICH HE POINTS OUT HOW AND WHY THEY [SEXUALLY] SINNED
1 BUT GOD LOOKED AT THEM; FOR THEY HAD KILLED THEMSELVES THROUGH GREAT GRIEF. 2 BUT HE DECIDED TO RAISE THEM AND COMFORT THEM. 3 HE, THEREFORE, SENT HIS WORD TO THEM; THAT THEY SHOULD STAND AND BE RAISED IMMEDIATELY. 4 AND THE LORD SAID TO ADAM AND EVE, "YOU TRANSGRESSED OF YOUR OWN FREE WILL, UNTIL YOU CAME OUT OF THE GARDEN IN WHICH I HAD PLACED YOU. 5 OF YOUR OWN FREE WILL HAVE YOU TRANSGRESSED THROUGH YOUR [SEXUAL] DESIRE FOR DIVINITY, GREATNESS, AND AN EXALTED STATE, SUCH AS I HAVE; SO THAT I DEPRIVED YOU OF THE BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE IN WHICH YOU THEN WERE, AND I MADE YOU COME OUT OF THE GARDEN TO THIS LAND, ROUGH AND FULL OF TROUBLE. 6 IF ONLY YOU HAD NOT TRANSGRESSED MY COMMANDMENT AND HAD KEPT MY [SEXLESS] LAW, AND HAD NOT EATEN OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE WHICH I TOLD YOU NOT TO COME NEAR! AND THERE WERE FRUIT TREES IN THE GARDEN BETTER THAN THAT ONE. 7 BUT THE WICKED SATAN DID NOT KEEP HIS FAITH AND HAD NO GOOD [SEXLESS] INTENT TOWARDS ME, THAT ALTHOUGH I HAD CREATED HIM, HE CONSIDERED ME TO BE USELESS, AND SOUGHT THE GODHEAD FOR HIMSELF; FOR THIS I HURLED HIM DOWN FROM HEAVEN SO THAT HE COULD NOT REMAIN IN HIS FIRST ESTATE—IT WAS HE WHO MADE THE TREE APPEAR PLEASANT IN YOUR EYES, UNTIL YOU ATE OF IT, BY BELIEVING HIS WORDS. 8 THUS HAVE YOU TRANSGRESSED MY COMMANDMENT, AND THEREFORE I HAVE BROUGHT ON YOU ALL THESE SORROWS. 9 FOR I AM GOD, THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHO, WHEN I CREATED MY CREATURES, DID NOT INTEND TO DESTROY THEM. BUT AFTER THEY HAD SORELY ROUSED MY ANGER, I PUNISHED THEM WITH GRIEVOUS PLAGUES, UNTIL THEY REPENT. 10 BUT, IF ON THE CONTRARY, THEY STILL CONTINUE HARDENED IN THEIR TRANSGRESSION, THEY SHALL BE UNDER A CURSE FOREVER." 
[bookmark: chap07]CHAPTER 7 - THE BEASTS ARE APPEASED
1 WHEN ADAM AND EVE HEARD THESE WORDS FROM GOD, THEY CRIED AND SOBBED YET MORE; BUT THEY STRENGTHENED THEIR HEARTS IN GOD, BECAUSE THEY NOW FELT THAT THE LORD WAS TO THEM LIKE A FATHER AND A MOTHER; AND FOR THIS VERY REASON, THEY CRIED BEFORE HIM, AND SOUGHT MERCY FROM HIM. 2 THEN GOD HAD PITY ON THEM, AND SAID: "O ADAM, I HAVE MADE MY COVENANT WITH YOU, AND I WILL NOT TURN FROM IT; NEITHER WILL I LET YOU RETURN TO THE GARDEN, UNTIL MY COVENANT OF THE GREAT FIVE AND A HALF DAYS IS FULFILLED." 3 THEN ADAM SAID TO GOD, "O LORD, YOU CREATED US, AND MADE US FIT TO BE IN THE GARDEN; AND BEFORE I TRANSGRESSED, YOU MADE ALL BEASTS COME TO ME, THAT I SHOULD NAME THEM. 4 YOUR GRACE WAS THEN ON ME; AND I NAMED EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO YOUR MIND; AND YOU MADE THEM ALL SUBJECT TO ME. 5 BUT NOW, O LORD GOD, THAT I HAVE TRANSGRESSED YOUR COMMANDMENT, ALL BEASTS WILL RISE AGAINST ME AND WILL DEVOUR ME, AND EVE YOUR HANDMAID; AND WILL CUT OFF OUR LIFE FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH. 6 I THEREFORE BEG YOU, O GOD, THAT SINCE YOU HAVE MADE US COME OUT OF THE GARDEN, AND HAVE MADE US BE IN A STRANGE LAND, YOU WILL NOT LET THE BEASTS HURT US." 7 WHEN THE LORD HEARD THESE WORDS FROM ADAM, HE HAD PITY ON HIM, AND FELT THAT HE HAD TRULY SAID THAT THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD WOULD RISE AND DEVOUR HIM AND EVE, BECAUSE HE, THE LORD, WAS ANGRY WITH THE TWO OF THEM ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS. 8 THEN GOD COMMANDED THE BEASTS, AND THE BIRDS, AND ALL THAT MOVES ON THE EARTH, TO COME TO ADAM AND TO BE FAMILIAR WITH HIM, AND NOT TO TROUBLE HIM AND EVE; NOR YET ANY OF THE GOOD AND RIGHTEOUS AMONG THEIR OFFSPRING. 9 THEN ALL THE BEASTS PAID HOMAGE TO ADAM, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD; EXCEPT THE SERPENT, AGAINST WHICH GOD WAS ANGRY. IT DID NOT COME TO ADAM, WITH THE BEASTS. 
[bookmark: chap08]CHAPTER 8 - THE "BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE" OF MAN IS TAKEN AWAY
1 THEN ADAM CRIED AND SAID, "O GOD, WHEN WE LIVED IN THE GARDEN, AND OUR HEARTS WERE LIFTED UP, WE SAW THE ANGELS THAT SANG PRAISES IN HEAVEN, BUT NOW WE CAN'T SEE LIKE WE USED TO; NO, WHEN WE ENTERED THE CAVE, ALL CREATION BECAME HIDDEN FROM US." 2 THEN GOD THE LORD SAID TO ADAM, "WHEN YOU WERE UNDER SUBJECTION TO ME, YOU HAD A BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE WITHIN YOU, AND FOR THAT REASON COULD YOU SEE THINGS FAR AWAY. BUT AFTER YOUR TRANSGRESSION YOUR BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE WAS WITHDRAWN FROM YOU; AND IT WAS NOT LEFT TO YOU TO SEE THINGS FAR AWAY, BUT ONLY NEAR AT HAND; AFTER THE ABILITY OF THE FLESH; FOR IT IS BRUTISH." 3 WHEN ADAM AND EVE HAD HEARD THESE WORDS FROM GOD, THEY WENT THEIR WAY; PRAISING AND WORSHIPPING HIM WITH A SORROWFUL HEART. 4 AND GOD CEASED TO COMMUNE WITH THEM. 
[bookmark: chap09]CHAPTER 9 - WATER FROM THE TREE OF LIFE. ADAM AND EVE NEAR DROWNING
1 THEN ADAM AND EVE CAME OUT OF THE CAVE OF TREASURES, AND WENT NEAR TO THE GARDEN GATE, AND THERE THEY STOOD TO LOOK AT IT, AND CRIED FOR HAVING COME AWAY FROM IT. 2 AND ADAM AND EVE WENT FROM BEFORE THE GATE OF THE GARDEN TO THE SOUTHERN SIDE OF IT, AND FOUND THERE THE WATER THAT WATERED THE GARDEN, FROM THE ROOT OF THE TREE OF LIFE, AND THAT SPLIT ITSELF FROM THERE INTO FOUR RIVERS OVER THE EARTH. 3 THEN THEY CAME AND WENT NEAR TO THAT WATER, AND LOOKED AT IT; AND SAW THAT IT WAS THE WATER THAT CAME FORTH FROM UNDER THE ROOT OF THE TREE OF LIFE IN THE GARDEN. 4 AND ADAM CRIED AND WAILED, AND BEAT HIS CHEST, FOR BEING SEVERED FROM THE GARDEN; AND SAID TO EVE:—5 "WHY HAVE YOU BROUGHT ON ME, ON YOURSELF, AND ON OUR DESCENDANTS, SO MANY OF THESE PLAGUES AND PUNISHMENTS?" 6 AND EVE SAID TO HIM, "WHAT IS IT YOU HAVE SEEN THAT HAS CAUSED YOU TO CRY AND TO SPEAK TO ME IN THIS MANNER?" 7 AND HE SAID TO EVE, "DO YOU NOT SEE THIS WATER THAT WAS WITH US IN THE GARDEN, THAT WATERED THE TREES OF THE GARDEN, AND FLOWED OUT FROM THERE? 8 AND WE, WHEN WE WERE IN THE GARDEN, DID NOT CARE ABOUT IT; BUT SINCE WE CAME TO THIS STRANGE LAND, WE [DIVINELY] LOVE IT, AND TURN IT TO USE FOR OUR BODY." 9 BUT WHEN EVE HEARD THESE WORDS FROM HIM, SHE CRIED; AND FROM THE SORENESS OF THEIR CRYING, THEY FELL INTO THAT WATER; AND WOULD HAVE PUT AN END TO THEMSELVES IN IT, SO AS NEVER AGAIN TO RETURN AND BEHOLD THE CREATION; FOR WHEN THEY LOOKED AT THE WORK OF CREATION, THEY FELT THEY MUST PUT AN END TO THEMSELVES. 
[bookmark: chap10]CHAPTER 10 - THEIR BODIES NEED WATER AFTER THEY LEAVE THE GARDEN
1 THEN GOD, MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS, LOOKED AT THEM THUS LYING IN THE WATER, AND CLOSE TO DEATH, AND SENT AN ANGEL, WHO BROUGHT THEM OUT OF THE WATER, AND LAID THEM ON THE SEASHORE AS DEAD. 2 THEN THE ANGEL WENT UP TO GOD, WAS WELCOME, AND SAID, "O GOD, YOUR, CREATURES HAVE BREATHED THEIR LAST." 3 THEN GOD SENT HIS WORD TO ADAM AND EVE, WHO RAISED THEM FROM THEIR DEATH. 4 AND ADAM SAID, AFTER HE WAS RAISED, "O GOD, WHILE WE WERE IN THE GARDEN WE DID NOT REQUIRE, OR CARE FOR THIS WATER; BUT SINCE WE CAME TO THIS LAND, WE CANNOT DO WITHOUT IT." 5 THEN GOD SAID TO ADAM, "WHILE YOU WERE UNDER MY COMMAND AND WERE A BRIGHT ANGEL, YOU KNEW NOT THIS WATER. 6 BUT NOW THAT YOU HAVE TRANSGRESSED MY COMMANDMENT, YOU CAN NOT DO WITHOUT WATER, WHEREIN TO WASH YOUR BODY AND MAKE IT GROW; FOR IT IS NOW LIKE THAT OF BEASTS, AND IS IN WANT OF WATER." 7 WHEN ADAM AND EVE HEARD THESE WORDS FROM GOD, THEY CRIED A BITTER CRY; AND ADAM ENTREATED GOD TO LET HIM RETURN INTO THE GARDEN, AND LOOK AT IT A SECOND TIME. 8 BUT GOD SAID TO ADAM, "I HAVE MADE YOU A PROMISE; WHEN THAT PROMISE IS FULFILLED, I WILL BRING YOU BACK INTO THE GARDEN, YOU AND YOUR RIGHTEOUS DESCENDANTS." 9 AND GOD CEASED TO COMMUNE WITH ADAM. 
[bookmark: chap11]CHAPTER 11 - A RECOLLECTION OF THE GLORIOUS DAYS IN THE GARDEN
1 THEN ADAM AND EVE FELT THEMSELVES BURNING WITH THIRST, AND HEAT, AND SORROW. 2 AND ADAM SAID TO EVE, "WE SHALL NOT DRINK OF THIS WATER, EVEN IF WE WERE TO DIE. O EVE, WHEN THIS WATER COMES INTO OUR INNER PARTS, IT WILL INCREASE OUR PUNISHMENTS AND THAT OF OUR DESCENDANTS." 3 BOTH ADAM AND EVE THEN WENT AWAY FROM THE WATER, AND DRANK NONE OF IT AT ALL; BUT CAME AND ENTERED THE CAVE OF TREASURES. 4 BUT WHEN, IN IT, ADAM COULD NOT SEE EVE; HE ONLY HEARD THE NOISE SHE MADE. NEITHER COULD SHE SEE ADAM, BUT HEARD THE NOISE HE MADE. 5 THEN ADAM CRIED, IN DEEP AFFLICTION, AND BEAT HIS CHEST; AND HE GOT UP AND SAID TO EVE, "WHERE ARE YOU?" 6 AND SHE SAID TO HIM, "LOOK, I AM STANDING IN THIS DARKNESS." 7 HE THEN SAID TO HER, "REMEMBER THE BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE IN WHICH WE LIVED, WHEN WE LIVED IN THE GARDEN! 8 O EVE! REMEMBER THE GLORY THAT RESTED ON US IN THE GARDEN. O EVE! REMEMBER THE TREES THAT OVERSHADOWED US IN THE GARDEN WHILE WE MOVED AMONG THEM. 9 O EVE! REMEMBER THAT WHILE WE WERE IN THE GARDEN, WE KNEW NEITHER NIGHT NOR DAY. [SEXLESSLY] THINK OF THE TREE OF LIFE, FROM BELOW WHICH FLOWED THE WATER, AND THAT SHED LUSTER OVER US! REMEMBER, O EVE, THE GARDEN LAND, AND THE BRIGHTNESS THEREOF! 10 [TRULY] THINK, OH [SEXLESSLY] THINK OF THAT GARDEN IN WHICH WAS NO DARKNESS, WHILE WE LIVED IN IT. 11 WHEREAS NO SOONER DID WE COME INTO THIS CAVE OF TREASURES THAN DARKNESS SURROUNDED US ALL AROUND; UNTIL WE CAN NO LONGER SEE EACH OTHER; AND ALL THE [SEXUAL] PLEASURE OF THIS LIFE HAS COME TO AN END." 
[bookmark: chap12]CHAPTER 12 - HOW DARKNESS CAME BETWEEN ADAM AND EVE
1 THEN ADAM BEAT HIS CHEST, HE AND EVE, AND THEY MOURNED THE WHOLE NIGHT UNTIL THE CRACK OF DAWN, AND THEY SIGHED OVER THE LENGTH OF THE NIGHT IN MIYAZIA. 2 AND ADAM BEAT HIMSELF, AND THREW HIMSELF ON THE GROUND IN THE CAVE, FROM BITTER GRIEF, AND BECAUSE OF THE DARKNESS, AND LAY THERE AS DEAD. 3 BUT EVE HEARD THE NOISE HE MADE IN FALLING ON THE GROUND. AND SHE FELT ABOUT FOR HIM WITH HER HANDS, AND FOUND HIM LIKE A CORPSE. 4 THEN SHE WAS AFRAID, SPEECHLESS, AND REMAINED BY HIM. 5 BUT THE MERCIFUL LORD LOOKED ON THE DEATH OF ADAM, AND ON EVE'S SILENCE FROM FEAR OF THE DARKNESS. 6 AND THE WORD OF GOD CAME TO ADAM AND RAISED HIM FROM HIS DEATH, AND OPENED EVE'S MOUTH THAT SHE MIGHT SPEAK. 7 THEN ADAM STOOD UP IN THE CAVE AND SAID, "O GOD, WHY HAS LIGHT DEPARTED FROM US, AND DARKNESS COVERED US? WHY DID YOU LEAVE US IN THIS LONG DARKNESS? WHY DO YOU PLAGUE US LIKE THIS? 8 AND THIS DARKNESS, O LORD, WHERE WAS IT BEFORE IT COVERED US? IT IS BECAUSE OF THIS THAT WE CANNOT SEE EACH OTHER. 9 FOR SO LONG AS WE WERE IN THE GARDEN, WE NEITHER SAW NOR EVEN KNEW WHAT DARKNESS IS. I WAS NOT HIDDEN FROM EVE, NEITHER WAS SHE HIDDEN FROM ME, UNTIL NOW THAT SHE CANNOT SEE ME; AND NO DARKNESS CAME OVER US TO SEPARATE US FROM EACH OTHER. 10 BUT SHE AND I WERE BOTH IN ONE BRIGHT LIGHT. I SAW HER AND SHE SAW ME. YET NOW SINCE WE CAME INTO THIS CAVE, DARKNESS HAS COVERED US, AND SEPARATED US FROM EACH OTHER, SO THAT I DO NOT SEE HER, AND SHE DOES NOT SEE ME. 11 O LORD, WILL YOU THEN PLAGUE US WITH THIS DARKNESS?" 
[bookmark: chap13]CHAPTER 13 - THE FALL OF ADAM. WHY NIGHT AND DAY WERE CREATED
1 THEN WHEN GOD, WHO IS MERCIFUL AND FULL OF PITY, HEARD ADAM'S VOICE, HE SAID TO HIM: 2 "O ADAM, SO LONG AS THE GOOD ANGEL WAS OBEDIENT TO ME, A BRIGHT LIGHT RESTED ON HIM AND ON HIS HOSTS. 3 BUT WHEN HE TRANSGRESSED MY COMMANDMENT, I DEPRIVED HIM OF THAT BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE, AND HE BECAME DARK. 4 AND WHEN HE WAS IN THE HEAVENS, IN THE REALMS OF LIGHT, HE KNEW NOTHING OF DARKNESS. 5 BUT HE TRANSGRESSED, AND I MADE HIM FALL FROM THE HEAVEN ONTO THE EARTH; AND IT WAS THIS DARKNESS THAT CAME OVER HIM. 6 AND ON YOU, O ADAM, WHILE IN MY GARDEN AND OBEDIENT TO ME, DID THAT BRIGHT LIGHT REST ALSO. 7 BUT WHEN I HEARD OF YOUR TRANSGRESSION, I DEPRIVED YOU OF THAT BRIGHT LIGHT. YET, OF MY MERCY, I DID NOT TURN YOU INTO DARKNESS, BUT I MADE YOU YOUR BODY OF FLESH, OVER WHICH I SPREAD THIS SKIN, IN ORDER THAT IT MAY BEAR COLD AND HEAT. 8 IF I HAD LET MY WRATH FALL HEAVILY ON YOU, I SHOULD HAVE DESTROYED YOU; AND HAD I TURNED YOU INTO DARKNESS, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN AS IF I HAD KILLED YOU. 9 BUT IN MY MERCY, I HAVE MADE YOU AS YOU ARE; WHEN YOU TRANSGRESSED MY COMMANDMENT, O ADAM, I DROVE YOU FROM THE GARDEN, AND MADE YOU COME FORTH INTO THIS LAND; AND COMMANDED YOU TO LIVE IN THIS CAVE; AND DARKNESS COVERED YOU, AS IT DID OVER HIM WHO TRANSGRESSED MY COMMANDMENT. 10 THUS, O ADAM, HAS THIS NIGHT DECEIVED YOU. IT IS NOT TO LAST FOREVER; BUT IS ONLY OF TWELVE HOURS; WHEN IT IS OVER, DAYLIGHT WILL RETURN. 11 SIGH NOT, THEREFORE, NEITHER BE MOVED; AND SAY NOT IN YOUR HEART THAT THIS DARKNESS IS LONG AND DRAGS ON WEARILY; AND SAY NOT IN YOUR HEART THAT I PLAGUE YOU WITH IT. 12 STRENGTHEN YOUR HEART, AND BE NOT AFRAID. THIS DARKNESS IS NOT A PUNISHMENT. BUT, O ADAM, I HAVE MADE THE DAY, AND HAVE PLACED THE SUN IN IT TO GIVE LIGHT; IN ORDER THAT YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN SHOULD DO YOUR WORK. 13 FOR I KNEW YOU WOULD [SEXUALLY] SIN AND TRANSGRESS, AND COME OUT INTO THIS LAND. YET I WOULDN'T FORCE YOU, NOR BE HEARD OVER YOU, NOR SHUT UP; NOR DOOM YOU THROUGH YOUR FALL; NOR THROUGH YOUR COMING OUT FROM LIGHT INTO DARKNESS; NOR YET THROUGH YOUR COMING FROM THE GARDEN INTO THIS LAND. 14 FOR I MADE YOU OF THE LIGHT; AND I WILLED TO BRING OUT CHILDREN OF LIGHT FROM YOU AND LIKE TO YOU. 15 BUT YOU DID NOT KEEP MY COMMANDMENT ONE DAY; UNTIL I HAD FINISHED THE CREATION AND BLESSED EVERYTHING IN IT. 16 THEN, CONCERNING THE TREE, I COMMANDED YOU NOT TO EAT OF IT. YET I KNEW THAT SATAN, WHO DECEIVED HIMSELF, WOULD ALSO DECEIVE YOU. 17 SO I MADE KNOWN TO YOU BY MEANS OF THE TREE, NOT TO COME NEAR HIM. AND I TOLD YOU NOT TO EAT OF THE FRUIT THEREOF, NOR TO TASTE OF IT, NOR YET TO SIT UNDER IT, NOR TO YIELD TO IT. 18 HAD I NOT BEEN AND SPOKEN TO YOU, O ADAM, CONCERNING THE TREE, AND HAD I LEFT YOU WITHOUT A COMMANDMENT, AND YOU HAD [SEXUALLY] SINNED—IT WOULD HAVE BEEN AN OFFENCE ON MY PART, FOR NOT HAVING GIVEN YOU ANY ORDER; YOU WOULD TURN AROUND AND BLAME ME FOR IT. 19 BUT I COMMANDED YOU, AND WARNED YOU, AND YOU FELL. SO THAT MY CREATURES CANNOT BLAME ME; BUT THE BLAME RESTS ON THEM ALONE. 20 AND, O ADAM, I HAVE MADE THE DAY SO THAT YOU AND YOUR DESCENDANTS CAN WORK AND TOIL IN IT. AND I HAVE MADE THE NIGHT FOR THEM TO REST IN IT FROM THEIR WORK; AND FOR THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD TO GO FORTH BY NIGHT AND LOOK FOR THEIR FOOD. 21 BUT LITTLE OF DARKNESS NOW REMAINS, O ADAM, AND DAYLIGHT WILL SOON APPEAR." 
[bookmark: chap14]CHAPTER 14 - THE EARLIEST PROPHESY OF THE COMING OF CHRIST
1 THEN ADAM SAID TO GOD: "O LORD, TAKE YOU MY SOUL, AND LET ME NOT SEE THIS GLOOM ANY MORE; OR REMOVE ME TO SOME PLACE WHERE THERE IS NO DARKNESS." 2 BUT GOD THE LORD SAID TO ADAM, "INDEED I SAY TO YOU, THIS DARKNESS WILL PASS FROM YOU, EVERY DAY I HAVE DETERMINED FOR YOU, UNTIL THE FULFILLMENT OF MY COVENANT; WHEN I WILL SAVE YOU AND BRING YOU BACK AGAIN INTO THE GARDEN, INTO THE HOUSE OF LIGHT YOU LONG FOR, IN WHICH THERE IS NO DARKNESS [JOHN 12:46]. I WILL BRING YOU TO IT—IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." 3 AGAIN SAID GOD TO ADAM, "ALL THIS MISERY THAT YOU HAVE BEEN MADE TO TAKE ON YOURSELF BECAUSE OF YOUR TRANSGRESSION, WILL NOT FREE YOU FROM THE HAND OF SATAN, AND WILL NOT SAVE YOU. 4 BUT I WILL. WHEN I SHALL COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND SHALL BECOME FLESH OF YOUR DESCENDANTS, AND TAKE ON MYSELF THE INFIRMITY FROM WHICH YOU SUFFER, THEN THE DARKNESS THAT COVERED YOU IN THIS CAVE SHALL COVER ME IN THE GRAVE, WHEN I AM IN THE FLESH OF YOUR DESCENDANTS. 5 AND I, WHO AM WITHOUT YEARS, SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE RECKONING OF YEARS, OF TIMES, OF MONTHS, AND OF DAYS, AND I SHALL BE RECKONED AS ONE OF THE SONS OF MEN, IN ORDER TO SAVE YOU." 6 AND GOD CEASED TO COMMUNE WITH ADAM. 
[bookmark: chap15]CHAPTER 15 - ADAM AND EVE GRIEVE OVER THE SUFFERING OF THE LORD TO SAVE THEM FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS
1 THEN ADAM AND EVE CRIED AND SORROWED BY REASON OF GOD'S WORD TO THEM, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT RETURN TO THE GARDEN UNTIL THE FULFILLMENT OF THE DAYS DECREED ON THEM; BUT MOSTLY BECAUSE GOD HAD TOLD THEM THAT HE SHOULD SUFFER FOR THEIR SALVATION. 
[bookmark: chap16]CHAPTER 16 - THE FIRST SUNRISE. ADAM AND EVE [SEXUALLY] THINK IT IS A FIRE COMING TO BURN THEM
1 AFTER THIS, ADAM AND EVE CONTINUED TO STAND IN THE CAVE, PRAYING AND CRYING, UNTIL THE MORNING DAWNED ON THEM. 2 AND WHEN THEY SAW THE LIGHT RETURNED TO THEM, THEY RETRAINED FROM FEAR, AND STRENGTHENED THEIR HEARTS. 3 THEN ADAM BEGAN TO COME OUT OF THE CAVE. AND WHEN HE CAME TO THE MOUTH OF IT, AND STOOD AND TURNED HIS FACE TOWARDS THE EAST, AND SAW THE SUNRISE IN GLOWING RAYS, AND FELT THE HEAT THEREOF ON HIS BODY, HE WAS AFRAID OF IT, AND [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT IN HIS HEART THAT THIS FLAME CAME FORTH TO PLAGUE HIM. 4 HE THEN CRIED AND BEAT HIS CHEST, THEN HE FELL ON THE GROUND ON HIS FACE AND MADE HIS REQUEST, SAYING: 5 "O LORD, PLAGUE ME NOT, NEITHER CONSUME ME, NOR YET TAKE AWAY MY LIFE FROM THE EARTH." 6 FOR HE [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT THE SUN WAS GOD. 7 BECAUSE WHILE HE WAS IN THE GARDEN AND HEARD THE VOICE OF GOD AND THE SOUND HE MADE IN THE GARDEN, AND FEARED HIM, ADAM NEVER SAW THE BRILLIANT LIGHT OF THE SUN, NEITHER DID ITS FLAMING HEAT TOUCH HIS BODY. 8 THEREFORE HE WAS AFRAID OF THE SUN WHEN FLAMING RAYS OF IT REACHED HIM. HE [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT GOD MEANT TO PLAGUE HIM THEREWITH ALL THE DAYS HE HAD DECREED FOR HIM. 9 FOR ADAM ALSO SAID IN HIS [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS, AS GOD DID NOT PLAGUE US WITH DARKNESS, BEHOLD, HE HAS CAUSED THIS SUN TO RISE AND TO PLAGUE US WITH BURNING HEAT. 10 BUT WHILE HE WAS [SEXLESSLY] THINKING LIKE THIS IN HIS HEART, THE WORD OF GOD CAME TO HIM AND SAID: 11 "O ADAM, GET UP ON YOUR FEET. THIS SUN IS NOT GOD; BUT IT HAS BEEN CREATED TO GIVE LIGHT BY DAY, OF WHICH I SPOKE TO YOU IN THE CAVE SAYING, 'THAT THE DAWN WOULD COME, AND THERE WOULD BE LIGHT BY DAY.' 12 BUT I AM GOD WHO COMFORTED YOU IN THE NIGHT." 13 AND GOD CEASED TO COMMUNE WITH ADAM. 
[bookmark: chap17]CHAPTER 17 - THE CHAPTER OF THE SERPENT
1 THE ADAM AND EVE CAME OUT AT THE MOUTH OF THE CAVE, AND WENT TOWARDS THE GARDEN. 2 BUT AS THEY WENT NEAR IT, BEFORE THE WESTERN GATE, FROM WHICH SATAN CAME WHEN HE DECEIVED ADAM AND EVE, THEY FOUND THE SERPENT THAT BECAME SATAN COMING AT THE GATE, AND SORROWFULLY LICKING THE DUST, AND WIGGLING ON ITS BREAST ON THE GROUND, BY REASON OF THE CURSE THAT FELL ON IT FROM GOD. 3 AND WHEREAS BEFORE THE SERPENT WAS THE MOST EXALTED OF ALL BEASTS, NOW IT WAS CHANGED AND BECOME SLIPPERY, AND THE MEANEST OF THEM ALL, AND IT CREPT ON ITS BREAST AND WENT ON ITS BELLY. 4 AND WHEREAS IT WAS THE FAIREST OF ALL BEASTS, IT HAD BEEN CHANGED, AND WAS BECOME THE UGLIEST OF THEM ALL. INSTEAD OF FEEDING ON THE BEST FOOD, NOW IT TURNED TO EAT THE DUST. INSTEAD OF LIVING, AS BEFORE, IN THE BEST PLACES, NOW IT LIVED IN THE DUST. 5 AND, WHEREAS IT HAD BEEN THE MOST BEAUTIFUL OF ALL BEASTS, ALL OF WHICH STOOD DUMB AT ITS BEAUTY, IT WAS NOW ABHORRED OF THEM. 6 AND, AGAIN, WHEREAS IT LIVED IN ONE BEAUTIFUL HOME, TO WHICH ALL OTHER ANIMALS CAME FROM ELSEWHERE; AND WHERE IT DRANK, THEY DRANK ALSO OF THE SAME; NOW, AFTER IT HAD BECOME VENOMOUS, BY REASON OF GOD'S CURSE, ALL BEASTS FLED FROM ITS HOME, AND WOULD NOT DRINK OF THE WATER IT DRANK; BUT FLED FROM IT. 
[bookmark: chap18]CHAPTER 18 - THE MORTAL COMBAT WITH THE SERPENT
1 WHEN THE ACCURSED SERPENT SAW ADAM AND EVE, IT SWELLED ITS HEAD, STOOD ON ITS TAIL, AND WITH EYES BLOOD-RED, ACTED LIKE IT WOULD KILL THEM. 2 IT MADE STRAIGHT FOR EVE, AND RAN AFTER HER; WHILE ADAM STANDING BY, CRIED BECAUSE HE HAD NO STICK IN HIS HAND WITH WHICH TO HIT THE SERPENT, AND DID NOT KNOW HOW TO PUT IT TO DEATH. 3 BUT WITH A HEART BURNING FOR EVE, ADAM APPROACHED THE SERPENT, AND HELD IT BY THE TAIL; WHEN IT TURNED TOWARDS HIM AND SAID TO HIM: 4 "O ADAM, BECAUSE OF YOU AND OF EVE, I AM SLIPPERY, AND GO ON MY BELLY." THEN WITH ITS GREAT STRENGTH, IT THREW DOWN ADAM AND EVE AND SQUEEZED THEM, AND TRIED TO KILL THEM. 5 BUT GOD SENT AN ANGEL WHO THREW THE SERPENT AWAY FROM THEM, AND RAISED THEM UP. 6 THEN THE WORD OF GOD CAME TO THE SERPENT, AND SAID TO IT, "THE FIRST TIME I MADE YOU SLICK, AND MADE YOU TO GO ON YOUR BELLY; BUT I DID NOT DEPRIVE YOU OF SPEECH. 7 THIS TIME, HOWEVER, YOU WILL BE MUTE, AND YOU AND YOUR RACE WILL SPEAK NO MORE; BECAUSE, THE FIRST TIME MY CREATURES WERE [SEXUALLY] RUINED BECAUSE OF YOU, AND THIS TIME YOU TRIED TO KILL THEM." 8 THEN THE SERPENT WAS STRUCK MUTE, AND WAS NO LONGER ABLE TO SPEAK. 9 AND A WIND BLEW DOWN FROM HEAVEN BY THE COMMAND OF GOD AND CARRIED AWAY THE SERPENT FROM ADAM AND EVE, AND THREW IT ON THE SEASHORE WHERE IT LANDED IN INDIA. 
[bookmark: chap19]CHAPTER 19 - BEASTS MADE SUBJECT TO ADAM
1 BUT ADAM AND EVE CRIED BEFORE GOD. AND ADAM SAID TO HIM: 2 "O LORD, WHEN I WAS IN THE CAVE, I SAID THIS TO YOU, MY LORD, THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD WOULD RISE AND DEVOUR ME, AND CUT OFF MY LIFE FROM THE EARTH." 3 THEN ADAM, BECAUSE OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO HIM, BEAT HIS CHEST AND FELL ON THE GROUND LIKE A CORPSE. THEN THE WORD OF GOD CAME TO HIM, WHO RAISED HIM, AND SAID TO HIM, 4 "O ADAM, NOT ONE OF THESE BEASTS WILL BE ABLE TO HURT YOU; BECAUSE I HAVE MADE THE BEASTS AND OTHER MOVING THINGS COME TO YOU IN THE CAVE. I DID NOT LET THE SERPENT COME WITH THEM BECAUSE IT MIGHT HAVE RISEN AGAINST YOU AND MADE YOU TREMBLE; AND THE FEAR OF IT SHOULD FALL INTO YOUR HEARTS. 5 FOR I KNEW THAT THE ACCURSED ONE IS WICKED THEREFORE, I WOULD NOT LET IT COME NEAR YOU WITH THE OTHER BEASTS. 6 BUT NOW STRENGTHEN YOUR HEART AND FEAR NOT. I AM WITH YOU TO THE END OF THE DAYS I HAVE DETERMINED ON YOU." 
[bookmark: chap20]CHAPTER 20 - ADAM WISHES TO PROTECT EVE
1 THEN ADAM CRIED AND SAID, "O GOD, TAKE US AWAY TO SOME OTHER PLACE, WHERE THE SERPENT CAN NOT COME NEAR US AGAIN, AND RISE AGAINST US. FOR FEAR THAT IT MIGHT FIND YOUR HANDMAID EVE ALONE AND KILL HER; FOR ITS EYES ARE HIDEOUS AND EVIL." 2 BUT GOD SAID TO ADAM AND EVE, "FROM NOW ON, DON'T BE AFRAID, I WILL NOT LET IT COME NEAR YOU; I HAVE DRIVEN IT AWAY FROM YOU, FROM THIS MOUNTAIN; NEITHER WILL I LEAVE IN IT THE ABILITY TO HURT YOU." 3 THEN ADAM AND EVE WORSHIPPED BEFORE GOD AND GAVE HIM THANKS, AND PRAISED HIM FOR HAVING DELIVERED THEM FROM DEATH. 
[bookmark: chap21]CHAPTER 21 - ADAM AND EVE ATTEMPT SUICIDE
1 THEN ADAM AND EVE WENT IN SEARCH OF THE GARDEN. 2 AND THE HEAT BEAT LIKE A FLAME ON THEIR FACES; AND THEY SWEATED FROM THE HEAT, AND CRIED BEFORE THE LORD. 3 BUT THE PLACE WHERE THEY CRIED WAS CLOSE TO A HIGH MOUNTAIN, FACING THE WESTERN GATE OF THE GARDEN. 4 THEN ADAM THREW HIMSELF DOWN FROM THE TOP OF THAT MOUNTAIN; HIS FACE WAS TORN AND HIS FLESH WAS RIPPED; HE LOST A LOT OF BLOOD AND WAS CLOSE TO DEATH. 5 MEANWHILE EVE REMAINED STANDING ON THE MOUNTAIN CRYING OVER HIM, THUS LYING. 6 AND SHE SAID, "I DON'T WISH TO LIVE AFTER HIM; FOR ALL THAT HE DID TO HIMSELF WAS THROUGH ME." 7 THEN SHE THREW HERSELF AFTER HIM; AND WAS TORN AND RIPPED BY STONES; AND REMAINED LYING AS DEAD. 8 BUT THE MERCIFUL GOD, WHO LOOKS OVER HIS CREATURES, LOOKED AT ADAM AND EVE AS THEY LAY DEAD, AND HE SENT HIS WORD TO THEM, AND RAISED THEM. 9 AND SAID TO ADAM, "O ADAM, ALL THIS MISERY WHICH YOU HAVE BROUGHT ON YOURSELF, WILL HAVE NO AFFECT AGAINST MY RULE, NEITHER WILL IT ALTER THE COVENANT OF THE 5,500 YEARS." 
[bookmark: chap22]CHAPTER 22 - ADAM IN A GRACIOUS [SEXLESS] MOOD
1 THEN ADAM SAID TO GOD, "I DRY UP IN THE HEAT, I AM FAINT FROM WALKING, AND I DON'T WANT TO BE IN THIS WORLD. AND I DON'T KNOW WHEN YOU WILL TAKE ME OUT OF IT TO REST." 2 THEN THE LORD GOD SAID TO HIM, "O ADAM, IT CANNOT BE NOW, NOT UNTIL YOU HAVE ENDED YOUR DAYS. THEN SHALL I BRING YOU OUT OF THIS MISERABLE LAND." 3 AND ADAM SAID TO GOD, "WHILE I WAS IN THE GARDEN, I KNEW NEITHER HEAT, NOR LANGUOR, NEITHER MOVING ABOUT, NOR TREMBLING, NOR FEAR; BUT NOW SINCE I CAME TO THIS LAND, ALL THIS AFFLICTION HAS COME OVER ME. 4 THEN GOD SAID TO ADAM, "SO LONG AS YOU WERE KEEPING MY COMMANDMENT, MY, LIGHT AND MY GRACE RESTED ON YOU. BUT WHEN YOU TRANSGRESSED MY COMMANDMENT, SORROW AND MISERY CAME TO YOU IN THIS LAND." 5 AND ADAM CRIED AND SAID, "O LORD, DO NOT CUT ME OFF FOR THIS, NEITHER PUNISH ME WITH HEAVY PLAGUES, NOR YET REPAY ME ACCORDING TO MY [SEXUAL] SIN; FOR WE, OF OUR OWN WILL, TRANSGRESSED YOUR COMMANDMENT, AND IGNORED YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW, AND TRIED TO BECOME GODS LIKE YOU, WHEN SATAN THE ENEMY DECEIVED US." 6 THEN GOD SAID AGAIN TO ADAM, "BECAUSE YOU HAVE ENDURED FEAR AND TREMBLING IN THIS LAND, LANGUOR AND SUFFERING, TREADING AND WALKING ABOUT, GOING ON THIS MOUNTAIN, AND DYING FROM IT, I WILL TAKE ALL THIS ON MYSELF IN ORDER TO SAVE YOU." 
[bookmark: chap23]CHAPTER 23 - ADAM AND EVE STRENGTHEN THEMSELVES AND MAKE THE FIRST ALTAR EVER BUILT
1 THEN ADAM CRIED MORE AND SAID, "O GOD, HAVE MERCY ON ME, SO FAR AS TO TAKE ON YOURSELF, THAT WHICH I WILL DO." 2 BUT GOD WITHDREW HIS WORD FROM ADAM AND EVE. 3 THEN ADAM AND EVE STOOD ON THEIR FEET; AND ADAM SAID TO EVE, "STRENGTHEN YOURSELF, AND I ALSO WILL STRENGTHEN MYSELF." AND SHE STRENGTHENED HERSELF, AS ADAM TOLD HER. 4 THEN ADAM AND EVE TOOK STONES AND PLACED THEM IN THE SHAPE OF AN ALTAR; AND THEY TOOK LEAVES FROM THE TREES OUTSIDE THE GARDEN, WITH WHICH THEY WIPED, FROM THE FACE OF THE ROCK, THE BLOOD THEY HAD SPILLED. 5 BUT THAT WHICH HAD DROPPED ON THE SAND, THEY TOOK TOGETHER WITH THE DUST WITH WHICH IT WAS MINGLED AND OFFERED IT ON THE ALTAR AS AN OFFERING TO GOD. 6 THEN ADAM AND EVE STOOD UNDER THE ALTAR AND CRIED, THUS PRAYING TO GOD, "FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASS AND OUR [NON-SEXUAL] SIN, AND LOOK AT US WITH THINE EYE OF MERCY. FOR WHEN WE WERE IN THE GARDEN OUR PRAISES AND OUR HYMNS WENT UP BEFORE YOU WITHOUT CEASING. 7 BUT WHEN WE CAME INTO THIS STRANGE LAND, PURE PRAISE WAS NOT LONGER OURS, NOR RIGHTEOUS PRAYER, NOR UNDERSTANDING HEARTS, NOR SWEET [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS, NOR JUST [SEXLESS] COUNSELS, NOR LONG DISCERNMENT, NOR UPRIGHT FEELINGS, NEITHER IS OUR BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE LEFT US. BUT OUR BODY IS CHANGED FROM THE LIKENESS IN WHICH IT WAS AT FIRST, WHEN WE WERE CREATED. 8 YET NOW LOOK AT OUR BLOOD WHICH IS OFFERED ON THESE STONES, AND ACCEPT IT AT OUR HANDS, LIKE THE PRAISE WE USED TO SING TO YOU AT FIRST, WHEN IN THE GARDEN." 9 AND ADAM BEGAN TO MAKE MORE REQUESTS OF GOD. 
[bookmark: chap24]CHAPTER 24 - A VIVID PROPHECY OF THE LIFE AND DEATH OF CHRIST
1 THEN THE MERCIFUL GOD, GOOD AND [SEXLESS] LOVER OF MEN, LOOKED AT ADAM AND EVE, AND AT THEIR BLOOD, WHICH THEY HAD HELD UP AS AN OFFERING TO HIM; WITHOUT AN ORDER FROM HIM FOR SO DOING. BUT HE WONDERED AT THEM; AND ACCEPTED THEIR OFFERINGS. 2 AND GOD SENT FROM HIS PRESENCE A BRIGHT FIRE, THAT CONSUMED THEIR OFFERING. 3 HE SMELLED THE SWEET SAVOR OF THEIR OFFERING, AND SHOWED THEM MERCY. 4 THEN CAME THE WORD OF GOD TO ADAM, AND SAID TO HIM, "O ADAM, AS YOU HAVE SHED YOUR BLOOD, SO WILL I SHED MY OWN BLOOD WHEN I BECOME FLESH OF YOUR DESCENDANTS; AND AS YOU DIED, O ADAM, SO ALSO WILL I DIE. AND AS YOU BUILT AN ALTAR, SO ALSO WILL I MAKE FOR YOU AN ALTAR OF THE EARTH; AND AS YOU OFFERED YOUR BLOOD ON IT, SO ALSO WILL I OFFER MY BLOOD ON AN ALTAR ON THE EARTH. 5 AND AS YOU SUED FOR FORGIVENESS THROUGH THAT BLOOD, SO ALSO WILL I MAKE MY BLOOD FORGIVENESS OF [NON-SEXUAL] SINS, AND ERASE TRANSGRESSIONS IN IT. 6 AND NOW, BEHOLD, I HAVE ACCEPTED YOUR OFFERING, O ADAM, BUT THE DAYS OF THE COVENANT IN WHICH I HAVE BOUND YOU ARE NOT FULFILLED. WHEN THEY ARE FULFILLED, THEN WILL I BRING YOU BACK INTO THE GARDEN. 7 NOW, THEREFORE, STRENGTHEN YOUR HEART; AND WHEN SORROW COMES OVER YOU, MAKE ME AN OFFERING, AND I WILL BE FAVORABLE TO YOU." 
[bookmark: chap25]CHAPTER 25 – THE LORD REPRESENTED AS MERCIFUL AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVING & THE ESTABLISHING OF WORSHIP
1 BUT GOD KNEW THAT ADAM BELIEVED HE SHOULD FREQUENTLY KILL HIMSELF AND MAKE AN OFFERING TO HIM OF HIS BLOOD. 2 THEREFORE HE SAID TO HIM, "O ADAM, DON'T EVER KILL YOURSELF LIKE THIS AGAIN, BY THROWING YOURSELF DOWN FROM THAT MOUNTAIN." 3 BUT ADAM SAID TO GOD, "I WAS [SEXUALLY] THINKING TO PUT AN END TO MYSELF AT ONCE, FOR HAVING TRANSGRESSED YOUR COMMANDMENTS, AND FOR MY HAVING COME OUT OF THE BEAUTIFUL GARDEN; AND FOR THE BRIGHT LIGHT OF WHICH YOU HAVE DEPRIVED ME; AND FOR THE PRAISES WHICH POURED FORTH FROM MY MOUTH WITHOUT CEASING, AND FOR THE LIGHT THAT COVERED ME. 4 YET OF YOUR GOODNESS, O GOD, DO NOT GET RID OF ME ALTOGETHER; BUT BE FAVORABLE TO ME EVERY TIME I DIE, AND BRING ME TO LIFE. 5 AND THEREBY IT WILL BE MADE KNOWN THAT YOU ARE A MERCIFUL GOD, WHO DOES NOT WANT ANYONE TO PERISH; WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVES NOT THAT ONE SHOULD [SEXUALLY] FALL; AND WHO DOES NOT CONDEMN ANY ONE CRUELLY, BADLY, AND BY WHOLE DESTRUCTION." 6 THEN ADAM REMAINED SILENT. 7 AND THE WORD OF GOD CAME TO HIM, AND BLESSED HIM, AND COMFORTED HIM, AND COVENANTED WITH HIM, THAT HE WOULD SAVE HIM AT THE END OF THE DAYS DETERMINED FOR HIM. 8 THIS, THEN, WAS THE FIRST OFFERING ADAM MADE TO GOD; AND SO, IT BECAME HIS CUSTOM TO DO. 
[bookmark: chap26]CHAPTER 26 - A BEAUTIFUL PROPHECY OF ETERNAL LIFE AND JOY (V. 15). THE FALL OF NIGHT
1 THEN ADAM TOOK EVE, AND THEY BEGAN TO RETURN TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES WHERE THEY LIVED. BUT WHEN THEY GOT CLOSER TO IT AND SAW IT FROM A DISTANCE, HEAVY SORROW FELL ON ADAM AND EVE WHEN THEY LOOKED AT IT. 2 THEN ADAM SAID TO EVE, "WHEN WE WERE ON THE MOUNTAIN, WE WERE COMFORTED BY THE WORD OF GOD THAT CONVERSED WITH US; AND THE LIGHT THAT CAME FROM THE EAST SHOWN OVER US. 3 BUT NOW THE WORD OF GOD IS HIDDEN FROM US; AND THE LIGHT THAT SHOWN OVER US IS SO CHANGED AS TO DISAPPEAR, AND LET DARKNESS AND SORROW COME OVER US. 4 AND WE ARE FORCED TO ENTER THIS CAVE WHICH IS LIKE A PRISON, IN WHICH DARKNESS COVERS US, SO THAT WE ARE SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER; AND YOU CAN NOT SEE ME, NEITHER CAN I SEE YOU." 5 WHEN ADAM HAD SAID THESE WORDS, THEY CRIED AND SPREAD THEIR HANDS BEFORE GOD; FOR THEY WERE FULL OF SORROW. 6 AND THEY PRAYED TO GOD TO BRING THE SUN TO THEM, TO SHINE ON THEM, SO THAT DARKNESS WOULD NOT RETURN TO THEM, AND THAT THEY WOULDN'T HAVE TO GO UNDER THIS COVERING OF ROCK. AND THEY WISHED TO DIE RATHER THAN SEE THE DARKNESS. 7 THEN GOD LOOKED AT ADAM AND EVE AND AT THEIR GREAT SORROW, AND AT ALL THEY HAD DONE WITH A FERVENT HEART, ON ACCOUNT OF ALL THE TROUBLE THEY WERE IN, INSTEAD OF THEIR FORMER WELL-BEING, AND ON ACCOUNT OF ALL THE MISERY THAT CAME OVER THEM IN A STRANGE LAND. 8 THEREFORE GOD WAS NOT ANGRY WITH THEM; NOR IMPATIENT WITH THEM; BUT HE WAS PATIENT AND FORBEARING TOWARDS THEM, AS TOWARDS THE CHILDREN HE HAD CREATED. 9 THEN CAME THE WORD OF GOD TO ADAM, AND SAID TO HIM, "ADAM, AS FOR THE SUN, IF I WERE TO TAKE IT AND BRING IT TO YOU, DAYS, HOURS, YEARS AND MONTHS WOULD ALL STOP, AND THE COVENANT I HAVE MADE WITH YOU, WOULD NEVER BE FULFILLED. 10 BUT THEN YOU WOULD BE DESERTED AND STUCK IN A PERPETUAL PLAGUE, AND YOU WOULD NEVER BE SAVED. 11 YES, RATHER, BEAR LONG AND CALM YOUR SOUL WHILE YOU LIVE NIGHT AND DAY; UNTIL THE FULFILLMENT OF THE DAYS, AND THE TIME OF MY COVENANT IS COME. 12 THEN SHALL I COME AND SAVE YOU, O ADAM, FOR I DO NOT WISH THAT YOU BE AFFLICTED. 13 AND WHEN I LOOK AT ALL THE GOOD THINGS IN WHICH YOU LIVED, AND WHY YOU CAME OUT OF THEM, THEN WOULD I WILLINGLY SHOW YOU MERCY. 14 BUT I CANNOT ALTER THE COVENANT THAT HAS GONE OUT OF MY MOUTH; OTHERWISE I WOULD HAVE BROUGHT YOU BACK INTO THE GARDEN. 15 WHEN, HOWEVER, THE COVENANT IS FULFILLED, THEN SHALL I SHOW YOU AND YOUR DESCENDANTS MERCY, AND BRING YOU INTO A LAND OF GLADNESS, WHERE THERE IS NEITHER SORROW NOR SUFFERING; BUT ABIDING JOY AND GLADNESS, AND LIGHT THAT NEVER FAILS, AND PRAISES THAT NEVER CEASE; AND A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN THAT SHALL NEVER PASS AWAY." 16 AND GOD SAID AGAIN TO ADAM, "BE PATIENT AND ENTER THE CAVE, FOR THE DARKNESS, OF WHICH YOU WERE AFRAID, SHALL ONLY BE TWELVE HOURS LONG; AND WHEN ENDED, LIGHT SHALL COME UP." 17 THEN WHEN ADAM HEARD THESE WORDS FROM GOD, HE AND EVE WORSHIPPED BEFORE HIM, AND THEIR HEARTS WERE COMFORTED. THEY RETURNED INTO THE CAVE AFTER THEIR CUSTOM, WHILE TEARS FLOWED FROM THEIR EYES, SORROW AND WAILING CAME FROM THEIR HEARTS, AND THEY WISHED THEIR SOUL WOULD LEAVE THEIR BODY. 18 AND ADAM AND EVE STOOD PRAYING UNTIL THE DARKNESS OF NIGHT CAME OVER THEM, AND ADAM, WAS HID FROM EVE, AND SHE FROM HIM. 19 AND THEY REMAINED STANDING IN PRAYER. 
[bookmark: chap27]CHAPTER 27 - THE SECOND TEMPTING OF ADAM AND EVE. THE DEVIL TAKES ON THE FORM OF A BEGUILING LIGHT
1 WHEN SATAN, THE HATER OF ALL GOOD, SAW HOW THEY CONTINUED IN PRAYER, AND HOW GOD COMMUNED WITH THEM, AND COMFORTED THEM, AND HOW HE HAD ACCEPTED THEIR OFFERING—SATAN MADE AN APPARITION. 2 HE BEGAN WITH TRANSFORMING HIS HOSTS; IN HIS HANDS WAS A FLASHING FIRE, AND THEY WERE IN A GREAT LIGHT. 3 HE THEN PLACED HIS THRONE NEAR THE MOUTH OF THE CAVE BECAUSE HE COULD NOT ENTER INTO IT BY REASON OF THEIR PRAYERS. AND HE SHED LIGHT INTO THE CAVE, UNTIL THE CAVE GLISTENED OVER ADAM AND EVE; WHILE HIS HOSTS BEGAN TO SING PRAISES. 4 AND SATAN DID THIS, IN ORDER THAT WHEN ADAM SAW THE LIGHT, HE SHOULD [SEXLESSLY] THINK WITHIN HIMSELF THAT IT WAS A HEAVENLY LIGHT, AND THAT SATAN'S HOSTS WERE ANGELS; AND THAT GOD HAD SENT THEM TO WATCH AT THE CAVE, AND TO GIVE HIM LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS. 5 SO THAT WHEN ADAM CAME OUT OF THE CAVE AND SAW THEM, AND ADAM AND EVE BOWED TO SATAN, THEN HE WOULD OVERCOME ADAM THEREBY, AND A SECOND TIME HUMBLE HIM BEFORE GOD. 6 WHEN, THEREFORE, ADAM AND EVE SAW THE LIGHT, FANCYING IT WAS REAL, THEY STRENGTHENED THEIR HEARTS; YET, AS THEY WERE TREMBLING, ADAM SAID TO EVE: 7 "LOOK AT THAT GREAT LIGHT, AND AT THOSE MANY SONGS OF PRAISE, AND AT THAT HOST STANDING OUTSIDE WHO WON'T COME INTO OUR CAVE. WHY DON'T THEY TELL US WHAT THEY WANT, WHERE THEY ARE FROM, WHAT THE MEANING OF THIS LIGHT IS, WHAT THOSE PRAISES ARE, WHY THEY HAVE BEEN SENT TO THIS PLACE, AND WHY THEY WON'T COME IN? 8 IF THEY WERE FROM GOD, THEY WOULD COME INTO THE CAVE WITH US, AND WOULD TELL US WHY THEY WERE SENT." 9 THEN ADAM STOOD UP AND PRAYED TO GOD WITH A BURNING HEART, AND SAID: 10 "O LORD, IS THERE IN THE WORLD ANOTHER GOD BESIDES YOU, WHO CREATED ANGELS AND FILLED THEM WITH LIGHT, AND SENT THEM TO KEEP US, WHO WOULD COME WITH THEM? 11 BUT, LOOK, WE SEE THESE HOSTS THAT STAND AT THE MOUTH OF THE CAVE; THEY ARE IN A GREAT LIGHT; THEY SING LOUD PRAISES. IF THEY ARE OF SOME OTHER GOD THAN YOU, TELL ME; AND IF THEY ARE SENT BY YOU, INFORM ME OF THE REASON FOR WHICH YOU HAVE SENT THEM." 12 NO SOONER HAD ADAM SAID THIS, THEN AN ANGEL FROM GOD APPEARED TO HIM IN THE CAVE, WHO SAID TO HIM, "O ADAM, FEAR NOT. THIS IS SATAN AND HIS HOSTS; HE WISHES TO DECEIVE YOU AS HE DECEIVED YOU AT FIRST. FOR THE FIRST TIME, HE WAS HIDDEN IN THE SERPENT; BUT THIS TIME HE IS COME TO YOU IN THE LIKENESS OF AN ANGEL OF LIGHT; IN ORDER THAT, WHEN YOU WORSHIPPED HIM, HE MIGHT ENSLAVE YOU, IN THE VERY PRESENCE OF GOD." 13 THEN THE ANGEL WENT FROM ADAM AND SEIZED SATAN AT THE OPENING OF THE CAVE, AND STRIPPED HIM OF THE PRETENSE HE HAD ASSUMED, AND BROUGHT HIM IN HIS OWN HIDEOUS FORM TO ADAM AND EVE; WHO WERE AFRAID OF HIM WHEN THEY SAW HIM. 14 AND THE ANGEL SAID TO ADAM, "THIS HIDEOUS FORM HAS BEEN HIS EVER SINCE GOD MADE HIM FALL FROM HEAVEN. HE COULD NOT HAVE COME NEAR YOU IN IT; HE THEREFORE TRANSFORMED HIMSELF INTO AN ANGEL OF LIGHT." 15 THEN THE ANGEL DROVE AWAY SATAN AND HIS HOSTS FROM ADAM AND EVE, AND SAID TO THEM, "FEAR NOT; GOD WHO CREATED YOU, WILL STRENGTHEN YOU." 16 AND THE ANGEL LEFT THEM. 17 BUT ADAM AND EVE REMAINED STANDING IN THE CAVE; NO CONSOLATION CAME TO THEM; THEY DIVIDED IN THEIR [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS. 18 AND WHEN IT WAS MORNING THEY PRAYED; AND THEN WENT OUT TO SEEK THE GARDEN. FOR THEIR HEARTS WERE TOWARDS IT, AND THEY COULD GET NO CONSOLATION FOR HAVING LEFT IT. 
[bookmark: chap28]CHAPTER 28 - THE DEVIL PRETENDS TO LEAD ADAM AND EVE TO THE WATER TO BATHE
1 BUT WHEN THE [SEXUALLY] CRAFTY SATAN SAW THEM, THAT THEY WERE GOING TO THE GARDEN, HE GATHERED TOGETHER HIS HOST, AND CAME IN APPEARANCE ON A CLOUD, [SEXUALLY] INTENT ON DECEIVING THEM. 2 BUT WHEN ADAM AND EVE SAW HIM THUS IN A VISION, THEY [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT THEY WERE ANGELS OF GOD COME TO COMFORT THEM ABOUT HAVING LEFT THE GARDEN, OR TO BRING THEM BACK AGAIN INTO IT. 3 AND ADAM SPREAD HIS HANDS BEFORE GOD, BESEECHING HIM TO MAKE HIM UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY WERE. 4 THEN SATAN, THE HATER OF ALL GOOD, SAID TO ADAM, "O ADAM, I AM AN ANGEL OF THE GREAT GOD; AND, BEHOLD THE HOSTS THAT SURROUND ME. 5 GOD HAS SENT US TO TAKE YOU AND BRING YOU TO THE BORDER OF THE GARDEN NORTHWARDS; TO THE SHORE OF THE CLEAR SEA, AND BATHE YOU AND EVE IN IT, AND RAISE YOU TO YOUR FORMER GLADNESS, THAT YOU RETURN AGAIN TO THE GARDEN." 6 THESE WORDS SANK INTO THE HEART OF ADAM AND EVE. 7 YET GOD WITHHELD HIS WORD FROM ADAM, AND DID NOT MAKE HIM UNDERSTAND AT ONCE, BUT WAITED TO SEE HIS STRENGTH; WHETHER HE WOULD BE OVERCOME AS EVE WAS WHEN IN THE GARDEN, OR WHETHER HE WOULD PREVAIL. 8 THEN SATAN CALLED TO ADAM AND EVE, AND SAID, "BEHOLD, WE GO TO THE SEA OF WATER," AND THEY BEGAN TO GO. 9 AND ADAM AND EVE FOLLOWED THEM AT SOME LITTLE DISTANCE. 10 BUT WHEN THEY CAME TO THE MOUNTAIN TO THE NORTH OF THE GARDEN, A VERY HIGH MOUNTAIN, WITHOUT ANY STEPS TO THE TOP OF IT, THE DEVIL DREW NEAR TO ADAM AND EVE, AND MADE THEM GO UP TO THE TOP IN REALITY, AND NOT IN A VISION; WISHING, AS HE DID, TO THROW THEM DOWN AND KILL THEM, AND TO WIPE OFF THEIR NAME FROM THE EARTH; SO THAT THIS EARTH SHOULD REMAIN TO HIM AND HIS HOSTS ALONE. 
[bookmark: chap29]CHAPTER 29 - THE LORD TELLS ADAM OF THE DEVIL'S [SEXUAL] PURPOSE. (V. 4)
1 BUT WHEN THE MERCIFUL GOD SAW THAT SATAN WISHED TO KILL ADAM WITH HIS MANY TRICKS, AND SAW THAT ADAM WAS MEEK AND WITHOUT GUILE, GOD SPOKE TO SATAN IN A LOUD VOICE, AND CURSED HIM. 2 THEN HE AND HIS HOSTS FLED, AND ADAM AND EVE REMAINED STANDING ON THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN, FROM THERE THEY SAW BELOW THEM THE WIDE WORLD, HIGH ABOVE WHICH THEY WERE. BUT THEY SAW NONE OF THE HOST WHICH TIME AFTER TIME WERE BY THEM. 3 THEY CRIED, BOTH ADAM AND EVE, BEFORE GOD, AND BEGGED FOR FORGIVENESS OF HIM. 4 THEN CAME THE WORD FROM GOD TO ADAM, AND SAID TO HIM, "KNOW YOU AND UNDERSTAND CONCERNING THIS SATAN, THAT HE SEEKS TO DECEIVE YOU AND YOUR DESCENDANTS AFTER YOU." 5 AND ADAM CRIED BEFORE THE LORD GOD, AND BEGGED AND PRAYED TO HIM TO GIVE HIM SOMETHING FROM THE GARDEN, AS A TOKEN TO HIM, WHEREIN TO BE COMFORTED. 6 AND GOD CONSIDERED ADAM'S [SEXLESS] THOUGHT, AND SENT THE ANGEL MICHAEL AS FAR AS THE SEA THAT REACHES INDIA, TO TAKE FROM THERE GOLDEN RODS AND BRING THEM TO ADAM. 7 THIS DID GOD IN HIS WISDOM IN ORDER THAT THESE GOLDEN RODS, BEING WITH ADAM IN THE CAVE, SHOULD SHINE FORTH WITH LIGHT IN THE NIGHT AROUND HIM, AND PUT AN END TO HIS FEAR OF THE DARKNESS. 8 THEN THE ANGEL MICHAEL WENT DOWN BY GOD'S ORDER, TOOK GOLDEN RODS, AS GOD HAD COMMANDED HIM, AND BROUGHT THEM TO GOD. 
[bookmark: chap30]CHAPTER 30 - ADAM RECEIVES THE FIRST WORLDLY GOODS
1 AFTER THESE THINGS, GOD COMMANDED THE ANGEL GABRIEL TO GO DOWN TO THE GARDEN, AND SAY TO THE CHERUB WHO KEPT IT, "BEHOLD, GOD HAS COMMANDED ME TO COME INTO THE GARDEN, AND TO TAKE FROM IT SWEET SMELLING INCENSE, AND GIVE IT TO ADAM." 2 THEN THE ANGEL GABRIEL WENT DOWN BY GOD'S ORDER TO THE GARDEN, AND TOLD THE CHERUB AS GOD HAD COMMANDED HIM. 3 THE CHERUB THEN SAID, "WELL." AND GABRIEL WENT IN AND TOOK THE INCENSE. 4 THEN GOD COMMANDED HIS ANGEL RAPHAEL TO GO DOWN TO THE GARDEN, AND SPEAK TO THE CHERUB ABOUT SOME MYRRH, TO GIVE TO ADAM. 5 AND THE ANGEL RAPHAEL WENT DOWN AND TOLD THE CHERUB AS GOD HAD COMMANDED HIM, AND THE CHERUB SAID, "WELL." THEN RAPHAEL WENT IN AND TOOK THE MYRRH. 6 THE GOLDEN RODS WERE FROM THE INDIAN SEA, WHERE THERE ARE PRECIOUS STONES. THE INCENSE WAS FROM THE EASTERN BORDER OF THE GARDEN; AND THE MYRRH FROM THE WESTERN BORDER, FROM WHERE BITTERNESS CAME OVER ADAM. 7 AND THE ANGELS BROUGHT THESE THINGS TO GOD, BY THE TREE OF LIFE, IN THE GARDEN. 8 THEN GOD SAID TO THE ANGELS, "DIP THEM IN THE SPRING OF WATER; THEN TAKE THEM AND SPRINKLE THEIR WATER OVER ADAM AND EVE, THAT THEY BE A LITTLE COMFORTED IN THEIR SORROW, AND GIVE THEM TO ADAM AND EVE. 9 AND THE ANGELS DID AS GOD HAD COMMANDED THEM, AND THEY GAVE ALL THOSE THINGS TO ADAM AND EVE ON THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN ON WHICH SATAN HAD PLACED THEM, WHEN HE SOUGHT TO MAKE AN END OF THEM. 10 AND WHEN ADAM SAW THE GOLDEN RODS, THE INCENSE AND THE MYRRH, HE WAS REJOICED AND CRIED BECAUSE HE [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT THAT THE GOLD WAS A TOKEN OF THE KINGDOM FROM WHERE HE HAD COME, THAT THE INCENSE WAS A TOKEN OF THE BRIGHT LIGHT WHICH HAD BEEN TAKEN FROM HIM, AND THAT THE MYRRH WAS A TOKEN OF THE SORROW IN WHICH HE WAS. 
[bookmark: chap31]CHAPTER 31 - THEY MAKE THEMSELVES MORE COMFORTABLE IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES ON THE THIRD DAY
1 AFTER THESE THINGS GOD SAID TO ADAM, "YOU ASKED ME FOR SOMETHING FROM THE GARDEN, TO BE COMFORTED THEREWITH, AND I HAVE GIVEN YOU THESE THREE TOKENS AS A CONSOLATION TO YOU; THAT YOU TRUST IN ME AND IN MY COVENANT WITH YOU. 2 FOR I WILL COME AND SAVE YOU; AND KINGS SHALL BRING ME WHEN IN THE FLESH, GOLD, INCENSE AND MYRRH; GOLD AS A TOKEN OF MY KINGDOM; INCENSE AS A TOKEN OF MY DIVINITY; AND MYRRH AS A TOKEN OF MY SUFFERING AND OF MY DEATH. 3 BUT, O ADAM, PUT THESE BY YOU IN THE CAVE; THE GOLD THAT IT MAY SHED LIGHT OVER YOU BY NIGHT; THE INCENSE, THAT YOU SMELL ITS SWEET SAVOR; AND THE MYRRH, TO COMFORT YOU IN YOUR SORROW." 4 WHEN ADAM HEARD THESE [SEXLESS] WORDS FROM GOD, HE WORSHIPPED BEFORE HIM. HE AND EVE WORSHIPPED HIM AND GAVE HIM THANKS, BECAUSE HE HAD DEALT MERCIFULLY WITH THEM. 5 THEN GOD COMMANDED THE THREE ANGELS, MICHAEL, GABRIEL AND RAPHAEL, EACH TO BRING WHAT HE HAD BROUGHT, AND GIVE IT TO ADAM. AND THEY DID SO, ONE BY ONE. 6 AND GOD COMMANDED SURIYEL AND SALATHIEL TO BEAR UP ADAM AND EVE, AND BRING THEM DOWN FROM THE TOP OF THE HIGH MOUNTAIN, AND TO TAKE THEM TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES. 7 THERE THEY LAID THE GOLD ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE CAVE, THE INCENSE ON THE EASTERN SIDE, AND THE MYRRH ON THE WESTERN SIDE. FOR THE MOUTH OF THE CAVE WAS ON THE NORTH SIDE. 8 THE ANGELS THEN COMFORTED ADAM AND EVE, AND DEPARTED. 9 THE GOLD WAS SEVENTY RODS*; THE INCENSE, TWELVE POUNDS; AND THE MYRRH, THREE POUNDS. 10 THESE REMAINED BY ADAM IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES. 11 GOD GAVE THESE THREE THINGS TO ADAM ON THE THIRD DAY AFTER HE HAD COME OUT OF THE GARDEN, IN TOKEN OF THE THREE DAYS THE LORD SHOULD REMAIN IN THE HEART OF THE EARTH. 12 AND THESE THREE THINGS, AS THEY CONTINUED WITH ADAM IN THE CAVE, GAVE HIM LIGHT BY NIGHT; AND BY DAY THEY GAVE HIM A LITTLE RELIEF FROM HIS SORROW. 
[bookmark: chap32]CHAPTER 32 - ADAM AND EVE GO INTO THE WATER TO PRAY
1 AND ADAM AND EVE REMAINED IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES UNTIL THE SEVENTH DAY; THEY NEITHER ATE OF THE FRUIT THE EARTH, NOR DRANK WATER. 2 AND WHEN IT DAWNED ON THE EIGHTH DAY, ADAM SAID TO EVE, "O EVE, WE PRAYED GOD TO GIVE US SOMETHING FROM THE GARDEN, AND HE SENT HIS ANGELS WHO BROUGHT US WHAT WE HAD [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED. 3 BUT NOW, GET UP, LET US GO TO THE SEA OF WATER WE SAW AT FIRST, AND LET US STAND IN IT, PRAYING THAT GOD WILL AGAIN BE FAVORABLE TO US AND TAKE US BACK TO THE GARDEN; OR GIVE US SOMETHING; OR THAT HE WILL GIVE US COMFORT IN SOME OTHER LAND THAN THIS IN WHICH WE ARE." 4 THEN ADAM AND EVE CAME OUT OF THE CAVE, WENT AND STOOD ON THE BORDER OF THE SEA IN WHICH THEY HAD BEFORE THROWN THEMSELVES, AND ADAM SAID TO EVE: 5 COME, GO DOWN INTO THIS PLACE, AND COME NOT OUT OF IT UNTIL THE END OF THIRTY DAYS, WHEN I SHALL COME TO YOU. AND PRAY TO GOD WITH BURNING HEART AND A SWEET VOICE, TO FORGIVE US. 6 AND I WILL GO TO ANOTHER PLACE, AND GO DOWN INTO IT, AND DO LIKE YOU." 7 THEN EVE WENT DOWN INTO THE WATER, AS ADAM HAD COMMANDED HER. ADAM ALSO WENT DOWN INTO THE WATER; AND THEY STOOD PRAYING; AND BESOUGHT THE LORD TO FORGIVE THEM THEIR [NON-SEXUAL] OFFENSE [ROMANS 1:32], AND TO RESTORE THEM TO THEIR FORMER STATE. 8 AND THEY STOOD LIKE THAT PRAYING, UNTIL THE END OF THE THIRTY-FIVE DAYS. 
[bookmark: chap33]CHAPTER 33 - SATAN FALSELY PROMISES THE "BRIGHT LIGHT"
1 BUT SATAN, THE HATER OF ALL GOOD, SOUGHT THEM IN THE CAVE, BUT FOUND THEM NOT, ALTHOUGH HE SEARCHED DILIGENTLY FOR THEM. 2 BUT HE FOUND THEM STANDING IN THE WATER PRAYING AND [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT WITHIN HIMSELF, "ADAM AND EVE ARE STANDING LIKE THAT IN THAT WATER PRAYING TO GOD TO FORGIVE THEM THEIR TRANSGRESSION, AND TO RESTORE THEM TO THEIR FORMER STATE, AND TO TAKE THEM FROM UNDER MY HAND. 3 BUT I WILL DECEIVE THEM SO THAT THEY SHALL COME OUT OF THE WATER, AND NOT FULFIL THEIR VOW." 4 THEN THE HATER OF ALL GOOD, WENT NOT TO ADAM, BUT HE WENT TO EVE, AND TOOK THE FORM OF AN ANGEL OF GOD, PRAISING AND REJOICING, AND SAID TO HER: 5 "PEACE BE TO YOU! BE GLAD AND REJOICE! GOD IS FAVORABLE TO YOU, AND HE SENT ME TO ADAM. I HAVE BROUGHT HIM THE GLAD TIDINGS OF SALVATION, AND OF HIS BEING FILLED WITH BRIGHT LIGHT AS HE WAS AT FIRST. 6 AND ADAM, IN HIS JOY FOR HIS RESTORATION, HAS SENT ME TO YOU, THAT YOU COME TO ME, IN ORDER THAT I CROWN YOU WITH LIGHT LIKE HIM. 7 AND HE SAID TO ME, 'SPEAK TO EVE; IF SHE DOES NOT COME WITH YOU, TELL HER OF THE SIGN WHEN WE WERE ON THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN; HOW GOD SENT HIS ANGELS WHO TOOK US AND BROUGHT US TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES; AND LAID THE GOLD ON THE SOUTHERN SIDE; INCENSE, ON THE EASTERN SIDE; AND MYRRH ON THE WESTERN SIDE.' NOW COME TO HIM." 8 WHEN EVE HEAR THESE WORDS FROM HIM, SHE REJOICED GREATLY. AND [SEXUALLY] THINKING SATAN'S APPEARANCE WAS REAL, SHE CAME OUT OF THE SEA. 9 HE WENT BEFORE, AND SHE FOLLOWED HIM UNTIL THEY CAME TO ADAM. THEN SATAN HID HIMSELF FROM HER, AND SHE SAW HIM NO MORE. 10 SHE THEN CAME AND STOOD BEFORE ADAM, WHO WAS STANDING BY THE WATER AND REJOICING IN GOD'S FORGIVENESS. 11 AND AS SHE CALLED TO HIM, HE TURNED AROUND, FOUND HER THERE AND CRIED WHEN HE SAW HER, AND BEAT HIS CHEST; AND FROM THE BITTERNESS OF HIS GRIEF, HE SANK INTO THE WATER. 12 BUT GOD LOOKED AT HIM AND AT HIS MISERY, AND AT HIS BEING ABOUT TO BREATHE HIS LAST. AND THE WORD OF GOD CAME FROM HEAVEN, RAISED HIM OUT OF THE WATER, AND SAID TO HIM, "GO UP THE HIGH BANK TO EVE." AND WHEN HE CAME UP TO EVE, HE SAID TO HER, "WHO TOLD YOU TO COME HERE?" 13 THEN SHE TOLD HIM THE DISCOURSE OF THE ANGEL WHO HAD APPEARED TO HER AND HAD GIVEN HER A SIGN. 14 BUT ADAM GRIEVED, AND GAVE HER TO KNOW IT WAS SATAN. HE THEN TOOK HER AND THEY BOTH RETURNED TO THE CAVE. 15 THESE THINGS HAPPENED TO THEM THE SECOND TIME THEY WENT DOWN TO THE WATER, SEVEN DAYS AFTER THEIR COMING OUT OF THE GARDEN. 16 THEY FASTED IN THE WATER THIRTY-FIVE DAYS; ALTOGETHER FORTY-TWO DAYS SINCE THEY HAD LEFT THE GARDEN. 
[bookmark: chap34]CHAPTER 34 - ADAM RECALLS THE CREATION OF EVE. HE ELOQUENTLY APPEALS FOR FOOD AND DRINK
1 AND ON THE MORNING OF THE FORTY-THIRD DAY, THEY CAME OUT OF THE CAVE, SORROWFUL AND CRYING. THEIR BODIES WERE LEAN, AND THEY WERE PARCHED FROM HUNGER AND THIRST, FROM FASTING AND PRAYING, AND FROM THEIR HEAVY SORROW ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR TRANSGRESSION. 2 AND WHEN THEY HAD COME OUT OF THE CAVE, THEY WENT UP THE MOUNTAIN TO THE WEST OF THE GARDEN. 3 THERE THEY STOOD AND PRAYED AND BESOUGHT GOD TO GRANT THEM FORGIVENESS OF THEIR [NON-SEXUAL] SINS. 4 AND AFTER THEIR PRAYERS ADAM BEGAN TO BEG GOD, SAYING, "O MY LORD, MY GOD, AND MY [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], YOU COMMANDED THE FOUR ELEMENTS TO BE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND THEY WERE GATHERED TOGETHER BY THINE ORDER. 5 THEN YOU SPREAD YOUR HAND AND CREATED ME OUT OF ONE ELEMENT, THAT OF DUST OF THE EARTH; AND YOU BROUGHT ME INTO THE GARDEN AT THE THIRD HOUR, ON A FRIDAY, AND INFORMED ME OF IT IN THE CAVE. 6 THEN, AT FIRST, I KNEW NEITHER NIGHT NOR DAY, FOR I HAD A BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE; NEITHER DID THE LIGHT IN WHICH I LIVED EVER LEAVE ME TO KNOW NIGHT OR DAY. 7 THEN, AGAIN, O LORD, IN THAT THIRD HOUR IN WHICH YOU CREATED ME, YOU, BROUGHT TO ME ALL BEASTS, AND LIONS, AND OSTRICHES, AND FOWLS OF THE AIR, AND ALL THINGS THAT MOVE IN THE EARTH, WHICH YOU HAD CREATED AT THE FIRST HOUR BEFORE ME OF THE FRIDAY. 8 AND YOUR WILL WAS THAT I SHOULD NAME THEM ALL, ONE BY ONE, WITH A SUITABLE NAME. BUT YOU GAVE ME UNDERSTANDING AND KNOWLEDGE, AND A PURE HEART AND A RIGHT MIND FROM YOU, THAT I SHOULD NAME THEM AFTER THINE OWN MIND REGARDING THE NAMING OF THEM. 9 O GOD, YOU, MADE THEM OBEDIENT TO ME, AND ORDERED THAT NOT ONE OF THEM BREAK FROM MY SWAY, ACCORDING TO YOUR COMMANDMENT, AND TO THE DOMINION WHICH YOU HAD GIVEN ME OVER THEM. BUT NOW THEY ARE ALL [SEXUALLY] ESTRANGED FROM ME. 10 THEN IT WAS IN THAT THIRD HOUR OF FRIDAY, IN WHICH YOU CREATED ME, AND COMMANDED ME CONCERNING THE TREE, TO WHICH I WAS NEITHER TO GO NEAR, NOR TO EAT THEREOF; FOR YOU SAID TO ME IN THE GARDEN, 'WHEN YOU EAT OF IT, OF DEATH YOU SHALL DIE.' 11 AND IF YOU HAD PUNISHED ME AS YOU SAID, WITH DEATH, I SHOULD HAVE DIED THAT VERY MOMENT. 12 MOREOVER, WHEN YOU COMMANDED ME REGARDING THE TREE, I WAS NEITHER TO APPROACH NOR TO EAT THEREOF, EVE WAS NOT WITH ME; YOU HAD NOT YET CREATED HER, NEITHER HAD YOU YET TAKEN HER OUT OF MY SIDE; NOR HAD SHE YET HEARD THIS ORDER FROM YOU. 13 THEN, AT THE END OF THE THIRD HOUR OF THAT FRIDAY, O LORD, YOU, CAUSED A SLUMBER AND A SLEEP TO COME OVER ME, AND I SLEPT, AND WAS OVERWHELMED IN SLEEP. 14 THEN YOU DREW A RIB OUT OF MY SIDE, AND CREATED IT AFTER MY OWN LIKENESS AND IMAGE. THEN I AWOKE; AND WHEN I SAW HER AND KNEW WHO SHE WAS, I SAID, 'THIS IS BONE OF MY BONES, AND FLESH OF MY FLESH; FROM NOW ON SHE SHALL BE CALLED WOMAN.' 15 IT WAS OF YOUR GOOD WILL, O GOD, THAT YOU BROUGHT A SLUMBER IN A SLEEP OVER ME, AND THAT YOU IMMEDIATELY BROUGHT EVE OUT OF MY SIDE, UNTIL SHE WAS OUT, SO THAT I DID NOT SEE HOW SHE WAS MADE; NEITHER COULD I WITNESS, O MY LORD, HOW AWFUL AND GREAT ARE YOUR GOODNESS AND GLORY. 16 AND OF YOUR GOODWILL, O LORD, YOU, MADE US BOTH WITH BODIES OF A BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE, AND YOU MADE US TWO, ONE; AND YOU GAVE US YOUR GRACE, AND FILLED US WITH PRAISES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT; THAT WE SHOULD BE NEITHER HUNGRY NOR THIRSTY, NOR KNOW WHAT SORROW IS, NOR YET FAINTNESS OF HEART; NEITHER SUFFERING, FASTING NOR WEARINESS. 17 BUT NOW, O GOD, SINCE WE TRANSGRESSED YOUR COMMANDMENT AND BROKE YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW, YOU, HAVE BROUGHT US OUT INTO A STRANGE LAND, AND HAVE CAUSED SUFFERING, AND FAINTNESS, HUNGER AND THIRST TO COME OVER US. 18 NOW, THEREFORE, O GOD, WE PRAY YOU, GIVE US SOMETHING TO EAT FROM THE GARDEN, TO SATISFY OUR HUNGER WITH IT; AND SOMETHING WHEREWITH TO QUENCH OUR THIRST. 19 FOR, BEHOLD, MANY DAYS, O GOD, WE HAVE TASTED NOTHING AND DRUNK NOTHING, AND OUR FLESH IS DRIED UP, AND OUR STRENGTH IS WASTED, AND SLEEP IS GONE FROM OUR EYES FROM FAINTNESS AND CRYING. 20 THEN, O GOD, WE DARE NOT GATHER ANYTHING FROM THE FRUIT OF TREES, FROM FEAR OF YOU. FOR WHEN WE TRANSGRESS AT FIRST YOU SPARED US AND DID NOT MAKE US DIE. 21 BUT NOW, WE [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT IN OUR HEARTS, IF WE EAT OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREES, WITHOUT GOD'S ORDER, HE WILL DESTROY US THIS TIME, AND WILL WIPE US OFF FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH. 22 AND IF WE DRINK OF THIS WATER, WITHOUT GOD'S ORDER, HE WILL MAKE AN END OF US AND ROOT US UP AT ONCE. 23 NOW, THEREFORE, O GOD, THAT I AM COME TO THIS PLACE WITH EVE, WE BEG YOU TO GIVE US SOME FRUIT FROM THE GARDEN, THAT WE MAY BE SATISFIED WITH IT. 24 FOR WE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE THE FRUIT THAT IS ON THE EARTH, AND ALL ELSE THAT WE LACK IN IT." 
[bookmark: chap35]CHAPTER 35 - THE LORD’S REPLY
1 THEN GOD LOOKED AGAIN AT ADAM AND HIS CRYING AND GROANING, AND THE WORD OF GOD CAME TO HIM, AND SAID TO HIM: 2 "O ADAM, WHEN YOU WERE IN MY GARDEN, YOU KNEW NEITHER EATING NOR DRINKING; NEITHER FAINTNESS NOR SUFFERING; NEITHER LEANNESS OF FLESH, NOR CHANGE; NEITHER DID SLEEP DEPART FROM THINE EYES. BUT SINCE YOU TRANSGRESSED, AND CAME INTO THIS STRANGE LAND, ALL THESE TRIALS ARE COME OVER YOU." 
[bookmark: chap36]CHAPTER 36 - FIGS
1 THEN GOD COMMANDED THE CHERUB, WHO KEPT THE GATE OF THE GARDEN WITH A SWORD OF FIRE IN HIS HAND, TO TAKE SOME OF THE FRUIT OF THE FIG-TREE, AND TO GIVE IT TO ADAM. 2 THE CHERUB OBEYED THE COMMAND OF THE LORD GOD, AND WENT INTO THE GARDEN AND BROUGHT TWO FIGS ON TWO TWIGS, EACH FIG HANGING TO ITS LEAF; THEY WERE FROM TWO OF THE TREES AMONG WHICH ADAM AND EVE HID THEMSELVES WHEN GOD WENT TO WALK IN THE GARDEN, AND THE WORD OF GOD CAME TO ADAM AND EVE AND SAID TO THEM, "ADAM, ADAM, WHERE ARE YOU?" 3 AND ADAM ANSWERED, "O GOD, HERE I AM. WHEN I HEARD THE SOUND OF YOU AND YOUR VOICE, I HID MYSELF, BECAUSE I AM NAKED." 4 THEN THE CHERUB TOOK TWO FIGS AND BROUGHT THEM TO ADAM AND EVE. BUT HE THREW THEM TO THEM FROM A DISTANCE; FOR THEY MIGHT NOT COME NEAR THE CHERUB BY REASON OF THEIR FLESH, THAT COULD NOT COME NEAR THE FIRE. 5 AT FIRST, ANGELS TREMBLED AT THE PRESENCE OF ADAM AND WERE AFRAID OF HIM. BUT NOW ADAM TREMBLED BEFORE THE ANGELS AND WAS AFRAID OF THEM. 6 THEN ADAM CAME CLOSER AND TOOK ONE FIG, AND EVE ALSO CAME IN TURN AND TOOK THE OTHER. 7 AND AS THEY TOOK THEM UP IN THEIR HANDS, THEY LOOKED AT THEM, AND KNEW THEY WERE FROM THE TREES AMONG WHICH THEY HAD HIDDEN THEMSELVES. 
[bookmark: chap37]CHAPTER 37 - FORTY-THREE DAYS OF PENANCE DO NOT REDEEM ONE HOUR OF [SEXUAL] SIN (V. 6)
1 THEN ADAM SAID TO EVE, "DO YOU NOT SEE THESE FIGS AND THEIR LEAVES, WITH WHICH WE COVERED OURSELVES WHEN WE WERE STRIPPED OF OUR BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE? BUT NOW, WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT MISERY AND SUFFERING MAY COME OVER US FROM EATING THEM. 2 NOW, THEREFORE, O EVE, LET US RESTRAIN OURSELVES AND NOT EAT OF THEM, YOU AND I; AND LET US ASK GOD TO GIVE US OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF LIFE." 3 THUS DID ADAM AND EVE RESTRAIN THEMSELVES, AND DID NOT EAT OF THESE FIGS. 4 BUT ADAM BEGAN TO PRAY TO GOD AND TO BESEECH HIM TO GIVE HIM OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF LIFE, SAYING THUS: "O GOD, WHEN WE TRANSGRESSED YOUR COMMANDMENT AT THE SIXTH HOUR OF FRIDAY, WE WERE STRIPPED OF THE BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE WE HAD, AND DID NOT CONTINUE IN THE GARDEN AFTER OUR TRANSGRESSION, MORE THAN THREE HOURS. 5 BUT IN THE EVENING, YOU, MADE US COME OUT OF IT. O GOD, WE TRANSGRESSED AGAINST YOU ONE HOUR, AND ALL THESE TRIALS AND SORROWS HAVE COME OVER US UNTIL THIS DAY. 6 AND THOSE DAYS TOGETHER WITH THIS THE FORTY-THIRD DAY, DO NOT REDEEM THAT ONE HOUR IN WHICH WE TRANSGRESSED! 7 O GOD, LOOK AT US WITH AN EYE OF PITY, AND DO NOT AVENGE US ACCORDING TO OUR TRANSGRESSION OF YOUR COMMANDMENT, IN YOUR PRESENCE. 8 O GOD, GIVE US OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF LIFE, THAT WE MAY EAT OF IT, AND LIVE, AND TURN NOT TO SEE SUFFERINGS AND OTHER TROUBLE, IN THIS EARTH; FOR YOU ARE GOD. 9 WHEN WE TRANSGRESSED YOUR COMMANDMENT, YOU MADE US COME OUT OF THE GARDEN, AND SENT A CHERUB TO KEEP THE TREE OF LIFE, LEST WE SHOULD EAT THEREOF, AND LIVE; AND KNOW NOTHING OF FAINTNESS AFTER WE TRANSGRESSED. 10 BUT NOW, O LORD, BEHOLD, WE HAVE ENDURED ALL THESE DAYS, AND HAVE BORNE SUFFERINGS. MAKE THESE FORTY-THREE DAYS AN EQUIVALENT FOR THE ONE HOUR IN WHICH WE TRANSGRESSED." 
[bookmark: chap38]CHAPTER 38 - "WHEN 5,500 YEARS ARE FULFILLED.…"
1 AFTER THESE THINGS THE WORD OF GOD CAME TO ADAM, AND SAID TO HIM: 2 "O ADAM, AS TO THE FRUIT ON THE TREE OF LIFE THAT YOU HAVE ASKED FOR, I WILL NOT GIVE IT TO YOU NOW, BUT ONLY WHEN THE 5,500 YEARS ARE FULFILLED. AT THAT TIME, I WILL GIVE YOU FRUIT FROM THE TREE OF LIFE, AND YOU WILL EAT, AND LIVE FOREVER, YOU, AND EVE, AND YOUR RIGHTEOUS DESCENDANTS. 3 BUT THESE FORTY-THREE DAYS CANNOT MAKE AMENDS FOR THE HOUR IN WHICH YOU TRANSGRESSED MY COMMANDMENT. 4 O ADAM, I GAVE YOU THE FRUIT OF THE FIG-TREE TO EAT IN WHICH YOU HID YOURSELF. GO AND EAT OF IT, YOU AND EVE. 5 I WILL NOT DENY YOUR REQUEST, NEITHER WILL I DISAPPOINT YOUR HOPE; THEREFORE, ENDURE UNTIL THE FULFILLMENT OF THE COVENANT I MADE WITH YOU." 6 AND GOD WITHDREW HIS WORD FROM ADAM. 
[bookmark: chap39]CHAPTER 39- ADAM IS CAUTIOUS—BUT TOO LATE
1 THEN ADAM RETURNED TO EVE, AND SAID TO HER, "GET UP, AND TAKE A FIG FOR YOURSELF, AND I WILL TAKE ANOTHER; AND LET US GO TO OUR CAVE." 2 THEN ADAM AND EVE TOOK EACH A FIG AND WENT TOWARDS THE CAVE; THE TIME WAS ABOUT THE SETTING OF THE SUN; AND THEIR [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS MADE THEM LONG TO EAT OF THE FRUIT. 3 BUT ADAM SAID TO EVE, "I AM AFRAID TO EAT OF THIS FIG. I KNOW NOT WHAT MAY COME OVER ME FROM IT." 4 SO ADAM CRIED, AND STOOD PRAYING BEFORE GOD, SAYING, "SATISFY MY HUNGER, WITHOUT MY HAVING TO EAT THIS FIG; FOR AFTER I HAVE EATEN IT, WHAT WILL IT PROFIT ME? AND WHAT SHALL I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE AND ASK OF YOU, O GOD, WHEN IT IS GONE?" 5 AND HE SAID AGAIN, "I AM AFRAID TO EAT OF IT; FOR I KNOW NOT WHAT WILL BEFALL ME THROUGH IT." 
[bookmark: chap40]CHAPTER 40 - THE 1ST HUMAN HUNGER
1 THEN THE WORD OF GOD CAME TO ADAM, AND SAID TO HIM, "O ADAM, WHY DIDN'T YOU HAVE THIS DREAD, OR THIS FASTING, OR THIS CARE BEFORE NOW? AND WHY DIDN'T YOU HAVE THIS FEAR BEFORE YOU TRANSGRESSED? 2 BUT WHEN YOU CAME TO LIVE IN THIS STRANGE LAND, YOUR ANIMAL BODY COULD NOT SURVIVE ON EARTH WITHOUT EARTHLY FOOD, TO STRENGTHEN IT AND TO RESTORE ITS POWERS." 3 AND GOD WITHDREW HIS WORD FOR ADAM. 
[bookmark: chap41]CHAPTER 41 - THE 1ST HUMAN THIRST
1 THEN ADAM TOOK THE FIG, AND LAID IT ON THE GOLDEN RODS. EVE ALSO TOOK HER FIG, AND PUT IT ON THE INCENSE. 2 AND THE WEIGHT OF EACH FIG WAS THAT OF A WATER-MELON; FOR THE FRUIT OF THE GARDEN WAS MUCH LARGER THAN THE FRUIT OF THIS LAND. 3 BUT ADAM AND EVE REMAINED STANDING AND FASTING THE WHOLE OF THAT NIGHT, UNTIL THE MORNING DAWNED. 4 WHEN THE SUN [A] ROSE THEY WERE STILL PRAYING, BUT AFTER THEY HAD FINISHED PRAYING, ADAM SAID TO EVE: 5 "O EVE, COME, LET US GO TO THE BORDER OF THE GARDEN LOOKING SOUTH; TO THE PLACE FROM WHERE THE RIVER FLOWS, AND IS PARTED INTO FOUR HEADS. THERE WE WILL PRAY TO GOD, AND ASK HIM TO GIVE US SOME OF THE WATER OF LIFE TO DRINK. 6 FOR GOD HAS NOT FED US WITH THE TREE OF LIFE, IN ORDER THAT WE MAY NOT LIVE. THEREFORE, WE WILL ASK HIM TO GIVE US SOME OF THE WATER OF LIFE, AND TO QUENCH OUR THIRST WITH IT, RATHER THAN WITH A DRINK OF WATER OF THIS LAND." 7 WHEN EVE HEARD THESE WORDS FROM ADAM, SHE AGREED; AND THEY BOTH GOT UP AND CAME TO THE SOUTHERN BORDER OF THE GARDEN, AT THE EDGE OF THE RIVER OF WATER A SHORT DISTANCE FROM THE GARDEN. 8 AND THEY STOOD AND PRAYED BEFORE THE LORD, AND ASKED HIM TO LOOK AT THEM THIS ONCE, TO FORGIVE THEM, AND TO GRANT THEM THEIR REQUEST. 9 AFTER THIS PRAYER FROM BOTH OF THEM, ADAM BEGAN TO PRAY WITH HIS VOICE BEFORE GOD, AND SAID—10 "O LORD, WHEN I WAS IN THE GARDEN AND SAW THE WATER THAT FLOWED FROM UNDER THE TREE OF LIFE, MY HEART DID NOT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE, NEITHER DID MY BODY REQUIRE TO DRINK OF IT; NEITHER DID I KNOW THIRST, FOR I WAS LIVING; AND ABOVE THAT WHICH I AM NOW. 11 SO THAT IN ORDER TO LIVE I DID NOT REQUIRE ANY FOOD OF LIFE, NEITHER DID I DRINK OF THE WATER OF LIFE. 12 BUT NOW, O GOD, I AM DEAD; MY FLESH IS PARCHED WITH THIRST. GIVE ME OF THE WATER OF LIFE THAT I MAY DRINK OF IT AND LIVE. 13 OF YOUR MERCY, O GOD, SAVE ME FROM THESE PLAGUES AND TRIALS, AND BRING ME INTO ANOTHER LAND DIFFERENT FROM THIS, IF YOU WILL NOT LET ME LIVE IN YOUR GARDEN." THIS IS SUBSTANTIATED BY GENESIS 3:7 WHEREBY THE LEAVES OF THE FIG TREE WERE LARGE ENOUGH THAT ADAM AND EVE COULD FASHION GARMENTS FROM THEM. 
[bookmark: chap42]CHAPTER 42 - A PROMISE OF THE WATER OF LIFE. THE THIRD PROPHECY OF THE COMING OF CHRIST
1 THEN CAME THE WORD OF GOD TO ADAM, AND SAID TO HIM: 2 "O ADAM, AS TO WHAT YOU SAID, 'BRING ME INTO A LAND WHERE THERE IS REST,' IT IS NOT ANOTHER LAND THAN THIS, BUT IT IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN WHERE ALONE THERE IS REST. 3 BUT YOU CAN NOT MAKE YOUR ENTRANCE INTO IT AT PRESENT; BUT ONLY AFTER YOUR JUDGMENT IS PAST AND FULFILLED. 4 THEN WILL I MAKE YOU GO UP INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, YOU AND YOUR RIGHTEOUS DESCENDANTS; AND I WILL GIVE YOU AND THEM THE REST YOU ASK FOR AT PRESENT. 5 AND IF YOU SAID, 'GIVE ME OF THE WATER OF LIFE THAT I MAY DRINK AND LIVE'—IT CANNOT BE THIS DAY, BUT ON THE DAY THAT I SHALL DESCEND INTO HELL, AND BREAK THE GATES OF BRASS, AND BRUISE IN PIECES THE KINGDOMS OF IRON. 6 THEN WILL I IN MERCY SAVE YOUR SOUL AND THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, TO GIVE THEM REST IN MY GARDEN. AND THAT SHALL BE WHEN THE END OF THE WORLD IS COME. 7 AND, AGAIN, IN REGARDS TO THE WATER OF LIFE YOU SEEK, IT WILL NOT BE GRANTED YOU THIS DAY; BUT ON THE DAY THAT I SHALL SHED MY BLOOD ON YOUR HEAD* IN THE LAND OF GOLGOTHA. 8 FOR MY BLOOD SHALL BE THE WATER OF LIFE TO YOU AT THAT TIME, AND NOT TO JUST YOU ALONE, BUT TO ALL YOUR DESCENDANTS WHO SHALL BELIEVE IN ME [JOHN 6:26-27; 7:38], THAT IT BE TO THEM FOR REST FOREVER." 9 THE LORD SAID AGAIN TO ADAM, "O ADAM, WHEN YOU WERE IN THE GARDEN, THESE TRIALS DID NOT COME TO YOU. 10 BUT SINCE YOU TRANSGRESSED MY COMMANDMENT, ALL THESE SUFFERINGS HAVE COME OVER YOU. 11 NOW, ALSO, DOES YOUR FLESH REQUIRE FOOD AND DRINK; DRINK THEN OF THAT WATER THAT FLOWS BY YOU ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH. 12 THEN GOD WITHDREW HIS WORD FROM ADAM. 13 AND ADAM AND EVE WORSHIPPED THE LORD, AND RETURNED FROM THE RIVER OF WATER TO THE CAVE. IT WAS NOON-DAY; AND WHEN THEY DREW NEAR TO THE CAVE, THEY SAW A LARGE FIRE BY IT. 
[bookmark: chap43]CHAPTER 43 - THE DEVIL ATTEMPTS ARSON
1 THEN ADAM AND EVE WERE AFRAID, AND STOOD STILL. AND ADAM SAID TO EVE, "WHAT IS THAT FIRE BY OUR CAVE? WE HAVE DONE NOTHING IN IT TO CAUSE THIS FIRE. 2 WE NEITHER HAVE BREAD TO BAKE THEREIN, NOR BROTH TO COOK THERE. AS TO THIS FIRE, WE HAVE NEVER KNOWN ANYTHING LIKE IT, NEITHER DO WE KNOW WHAT TO CALL IT. 3 BUT EVER SINCE GOD SENT THE CHERUB WITH A SWORD OF FIRE THAT FLASHED AND LIGHTENED IN HIS HAND, FROM FEAR OF WHICH WE FELL DOWN AND WERE LIKE CORPSES, HAVE WE NOT SEEN THE LIKE. 4 BUT NOW, O EVE, BEHOLD, THIS IS THE SAME FIRE THAT WAS IN THE CHERUB'S HAND, WHICH GOD HAS SENT TO KEEP THE CAVE IN WHICH WE LIVE. 5 O EVE, IT IS BECAUSE GOD IS ANGRY WITH US, AND WILL DRIVE US FROM IT. 6 O EVE, WE HAVE AGAIN TRANSGRESSED HIS COMMANDMENT IN THAT CAVE, SO THAT HE HAD SENT THIS FIRE TO BURN AROUND IT, AND TO PREVENT US FROM GOING INTO IT. 7 IF THIS BE REALLY SO, O EVE, WHERE SHALL WE LIVE? AND WHERE SHALL WE FLEE FROM BEFORE THE FACE OF THE LORD? SINCE, IN REGARDS TO THE GARDEN, HE WILL NOT LET US LIVE IN IT, AND HE HAS DEPRIVED US OF THE GOOD THINGS THEREOF; BUT HE HAS PLACED US IN THIS CAVE, IN WHICH WE HAVE BORNE DARKNESS, TRIALS AND HARDSHIPS, UNTIL AT LAST WE HAVE FOUND COMFORT THEREIN. 8 BUT NOW THAT HE HAS BROUGHT US OUT INTO ANOTHER LAND, WHO KNOWS WHAT MAY HAPPEN IN IT? AND WHO KNOWS BUT THAT THE DARKNESS OF THAT LAND MAY BE FAR GREATER THAN THE DARKNESS OF THIS LAND? 9 WHO KNOWS WHAT MAY HAPPEN IN THAT LAND BY DAY OR BY NIGHT? AND WHO KNOWS WHETHER IT WILL BE FAR OR NEAR, O EVE? WHERE IT WILL PLEASE GOD TO PUT US, MAY BE FAR FROM THE GARDEN, O EVE? OR WHERE GOD WILL PREVENT US FROM BEHOLDING HIM, BECAUSE WE HAVE TRANSGRESSED HIS COMMANDMENT, AND BECAUSE WE HAVE MADE REQUESTS OF HIM AT ALL TIMES? 10 O EVE, IF GOD WILL BRING US INTO A STRANGE LAND OTHER THAN THIS, IN WHICH WE FIND CONSOLATION, IT MUST BE TO PUT OUR SOULS TO DEATH, AND BLOT OUT OUR NAME FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH. 11 O EVE, IF WE ARE FURTHER ALIENATED FROM THE GARDEN AND FROM GOD, WHERE SHALL WE FIND HIM AGAIN, AND ASK HIM TO GIVE US GOLD, INCENSE, MYRRH, AND SOME FRUIT OF THE FIG-TREE? 12 WHERE SHALL WE FIND HIM, TO COMFORT US A SECOND TIME? WHERE SHALL WE FIND HIM, THAT HE MAY [SEXLESSLY] THINK OF US, AS REGARDS THE COVENANT HE HAS MADE ON OUR BEHALF?" 13 THEN ADAM SAID NO MORE. AND THEY KEPT LOOKING, HE AND EVE, TOWARDS THE CAVE, AND AT THE FIRE THAT FLARED UP AROUND IT. 14 BUT THAT FIRE WAS FROM SATAN. FOR HE HAD GATHERED TREES AND DRY GRASSES, AND HAD CARRIED AND BROUGHT THEM TO THE CAVE, AND HAD SET FIRE TO THEM, IN ORDER TO CONSUME THE CAVE AND WHAT WAS IN IT. 15 SO THAT ADAM AND EVE SHOULD BE LEFT IN SORROW, AND HE SHOULD CUT OFF THEIR TRUST IN GOD, AND MAKE THEM DENY HIM. 16 BUT BY THE MERCY OF GOD HE COULD NOT BURN THE CAVE, FOR GOD SENT HIS ANGEL AROUND THE CAVE TO GUARD IT FROM SUCH A FIRE, UNTIL IT WENT OUT. 17 AND THIS FIRE LASTED FROM NOON-DAY UNTIL THE BREAK OF DAY. THAT WAS THE FORTY-FIFTH DAY. 
[bookmark: chap44]CHAPTER 44 - THE POWER OF FIRE OVER MAN
1 YET ADAM AND EVE WERE STANDING AND LOOKING AT THE FIRE, AND UNABLE TO COME NEAR THE CAVE FROM THEIR DREAD OF THE FIRE. 2 AND SATAN KEPT ON BRINGING TREES AND THROWING THEM INTO THE FIRE, UNTIL THE FLAMES OF THE FIRE ROSE UP ON HIGH, AND COVERED THE WHOLE CAVE, [SEXUALLY] THINKING, AS HE DID IN HIS OWN MIND, TO CONSUME THE CAVE WITH MUCH FIRE. BUT THE ANGEL OF THE LORD WAS GUARDING IT. 3 AND YET HE COULD NOT CURSE SATAN, NOR INJURE HIM BY WORD, BECAUSE HE HAD NO AUTHORITY OVER HIM, NEITHER DID HE TAKE TO DOING SO WITH WORDS FROM HIS MOUTH. 4 THEREFORE THE ANGEL TOLERATED HIM, WITHOUT SAYING ONE BAD WORD, UNTIL THE WORD OF GOD CAME WHO SAID TO SATAN, "GO AWAY FROM HERE; ONCE BEFORE YOU DECEIVED MY SERVANTS, AND THIS TIME YOU SEEK TO DESTROY THEM. 5 WERE IT NOT FOR MY MERCY I WOULD HAVE DESTROYED YOU AND YOUR HOSTS FROM OFF THE EARTH. BUT I HAVE HAD PATIENCE WITH YOU, UNTIL THE END OF THE WORLD." 6 THEN SATAN FLED FROM BEFORE THE LORD. BUT THE FIRE WENT ON BURNING AROUND THE CAVE LIKE A COAL-FIRE THE WHOLE DAY; WHICH WAS THE FORTY-SIXTH DAY ADAM AND EVE HAD SPENT SINCE THEY CAME OUT OF THE GARDEN. 7 AND WHEN ADAM AND EVE SAW THAT THE HEAT OF THE FIRE HAD SOMEWHAT COOLED DOWN, THEY BEGAN TO WALK TOWARDS THE CAVE TO GET INTO IT AS THEY USUALLY DID; BUT THEY COULD NOT, BY REASON OF THE HEAT OF THE FIRE. 8 THEN THEY BOTH BEGAN CRYING BECAUSE OF THE FIRE THAT SEPARATED THEM FROM THE CAVE, AND THAT CAME TOWARDS THEM, BURNING. AND THEY WERE AFRAID. 9 THEN ADAM SAID TO EVE, "SEE THIS FIRE OF WHICH WE HAVE A PORTION IN US: WHICH FORMERLY YIELDED TO US, BUT NO LONGER DOES SO, NOW THAT WE HAVE TRANSGRESSED THE LIMIT OF CREATION, AND CHANGED OUR CONDITION, AND OUR [DIVINE] NATURE IS ALTERED. BUT THE FIRE IS NOT CHANGED IN ITS [SEXLESS] NATURE, NOR ALTERED FROM ITS CREATION. THEREFORE, IT NOW HAS POWER OVER US; AND WHEN WE COME NEAR IT, IT SCORCHES OUR FLESH." 
[bookmark: chap45]CHAPTER 45 - WHY SATAN DIDN'T FULFIL HIS PROMISES. DESCRIPTION OF HELL
1 THEN ADAM ROSE AND PRAYED TO GOD, SAYING, "SEE, THIS FIRE HAS SEPARATED US FROM THE CAVE IN WHICH YOU HAVE COMMANDED US TO LIVE; BUT NOW, BEHOLD, WE CANNOT GO INTO IT." 2 THEN GOD HEARD ADAM, AND SENT HIM HIS WORD, THAT SAID: 3 "O ADAM, SEE THIS FIRE! HOW DIFFERENT THE FLAME AND HEAT THEREOF ARE FROM THE GARDEN OF DELIGHTS AND THE GOOD THINGS IN IT! 4 WHEN YOU WERE UNDER MY CONTROL, ALL CREATURES YIELDED TO YOU; BUT AFTER YOU HAVE TRANSGRESSED MY COMMANDMENT, THEY ALL RISE OVER YOU." 5 GOD SAID AGAIN TO HIM, "SEE, O ADAM, HOW SATAN HAS EXALTED YOU! HE HAS DEPRIVED YOU OF THE GODHEAD, AND OF AN EXALTED STATE LIKE ME, AND HAS NOT KEPT HIS WORD TO YOU; BUT HAS, AFTER ALL, BECOME YOUR ENEMY. HE IS THE ONE WHO MADE THIS FIRE IN WHICH HE MEANT TO BURN YOU AND EVE. 6 WHY, O ADAM, HAS HE NOT KEPT HIS AGREEMENT WITH YOU, NOT EVEN ONE DAY; BUT HAS DEPRIVED YOU OF THE GLORY THAT WAS ON YOU—WHEN YOU YIELDED TO HIS COMMAND? 7 DO YOU [SEXLESSLY] THINK, ADAM, THAT HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED YOU WHEN HE MADE THIS AGREEMENT WITH YOU? OR THAT HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED YOU AND WISHED TO RAISE YOU ON HIGH? 8 BUT NO, ADAM, HE DID NOT DO ALL THAT OUT OF [SEXLESS] LOVE TO YOU; BUT HE WISHED TO MAKE YOU COME OUT OF LIGHT INTO DARKNESS; AND FROM AN EXALTED STATE TO DEGRADATION; FROM GLORY TO ABASEMENT; FROM JOY TO SORROW; AND FROM REST TO FASTING AND FAINTING." 9 GOD ALSO SAID TO ADAM, "SEE THIS FIRE KINDLED BY SATAN AROUND YOUR CAVE; SEE THIS WONDER THAT SURROUNDS YOU; AND KNOW THAT IT WILL ENCOMPASS ABOUT BOTH YOU AND YOUR DESCENDANTS, WHEN YOU OBEY HIS COMMAND; THAT HE WILL PLAGUE YOU WITH FIRE; AND THAT YOU WILL GO DOWN INTO HELL AFTER YOU ARE DEAD. 10 THEN YOU WILL SEE THE BURNING OF HIS FIRE, THAT WILL BE BURNING AROUND YOU AND LIKEWISE YOUR DESCENDANTS. YOU WILL NOT BE DELIVERED FROM IT UNTIL MY COMING; JUST LIKE YOU CANNOT GO INTO YOUR CAVE RIGHT NOW BECAUSE OF THE GREAT FIRE AROUND IT; NOT UNTIL MY WORD COMES AND MAKES A WAY FOR YOU ON THE DAY MY COVENANT IS FULFILLED. 11 THERE IS NO WAY FOR YOU AT PRESENT TO COME FROM THIS LIFE TO REST, NOT UNTIL MY WORD COMES, WHO IS MY WORD. THEN HE WILL MAKE A WAY FOR YOU, AND YOU SHALL HAVE REST." THEN GOD CALLED WITH HIS WORD TO THE FIRE THAT BURNED AROUND THE CAVE, THAT IT SPLIT ITSELF IN HALF, UNTIL ADAM HAD GONE THROUGH IT. THEN THE FIRE PARTED ITSELF BY GOD'S ORDER, AND A WAY WAS MADE FOR ADAM [EXODUS 14:21, 22 & JOSHUA 3:16-17]. 12 AND GOD WITHDREW HIS WORD FROM ADAM. 
[bookmark: chap46]CHAPTER 46 - "HOW MANY TIMES HAVE I DELIVERED YOU OUT OF HIS HAND..."
1 THEN ADAM AND EVE BEGAN AGAIN TO COME INTO THE CAVE. AND WHEN THEY CAME TO THE WAY BETWEEN THE FIRE, SATAN BLEW INTO THE FIRE LIKE A WHIRLWIND, AND CAUSED THE BURNING COAL-FIRE TO COVER ADAM AND EVE; SO THAT THEIR BODIES WERE SINGED; AND THE COAL-FIRE SCORCHED THEM. 2 AND FROM THE BURNING OF THE FIRE ADAM AND EVE SCREAMED, AND SAID, "O LORD, SAVE US! LEAVE US NOT TO BE CONSUMED AND PLAGUED BY THIS BURNING FIRE; NEITHER REQUIRE US FOR HAVING TRANSGRESSED YOUR COMMANDMENT." 3 THEN GOD LOOKED AT THEIR BODIES, ON WHICH SATAN HAD CAUSED FIRE TO BURN, AND GOD SENT HIS ANGEL THAT STAYED THE BURNING FIRE. BUT THE WOUNDS REMAINED ON THEIR BODIES. 4 AND GOD SAID TO ADAM, "SEE SATAN'S [SEXUAL] LOVE FOR YOU, WHO PRETENDED TO GIVE YOU THE GODHEAD AND GREATNESS; AND, BEHOLD, HE BURNS YOU WITH FIRE, AND SEEKS TO DESTROY YOU FROM OFF THE EARTH. 5 THEN LOOK AT ME, O ADAM; I CREATED YOU, AND HOW MANY TIMES HAVE I DELIVERED YOU OUT OF HIS HAND? IF NOT, WOULDN'T HE HAVE DESTROYED YOU?" 6 GOD SAID AGAIN TO EVE, "WHAT IS THAT HE PROMISED YOU IN THE GARDEN, SAYING, 'AS SOON AS YOU EAT FROM THE TREE, YOUR EYES WILL BE OPENED, AND YOU SHALL BECOME LIKE GODS, KNOWING GOOD AND EVIL.' BUT LOOK! HE HAS BURNT YOUR BODIES WITH FIRE, AND HAS MADE YOU TASTE THE TASTE OF FIRE, FOR THE TASTE OF THE GARDEN; AND HAS MADE YOU SEE THE BURNING OF FIRE, AND THE EVIL OF IT, AND THE POWER IT HAS OVER YOU. 7 YOUR EYES HAVE SEEN THE GOOD HE HAS TAKEN FROM YOU, AND IN TRUTH HE HAS OPENED YOUR EYES; AND YOU HAVE SEEN THE GARDEN IN WHICH YOU WERE WITH ME, AND YOU HAVE ALSO SEEN THE EVIL THAT HAS COME OVER YOU FROM SATAN. BUT AS TO THE GODHEAD HE CANNOT GIVE IT TO YOU, NEITHER FULFIL HIS SPEECH TO YOU. NO, HE WAS BITTER AGAINST YOU AND YOUR DESCENDANTS, THAT WILL COME AFTER YOU." 8 AND GOD WITHDREW HIS WORD FROM THEM. 
[bookmark: chap47]CHAPTER 47 - THE DEVIL'S OWN [SEXUAL] SCHEMING
1 THEN ADAM AND EVE CAME INTO THE CAVE, YET TREMBLING AT THE FIRE THAT HAD SCORCHED THEIR BODIES. SO, ADAM SAID TO EVE: 2 "LOOK, THE FIRE HAS BURNT OUR FLESH IN THIS WORLD; BUT HOW WILL IT BE WHEN WE ARE DEAD, AND SATAN SHALL PUNISH OUR SOULS? IS NOT OUR DELIVERANCE LONG AND FAR OFF, UNLESS GOD COME, AND IN MERCY TO US FULFIL HIS PROMISE?" 3 THEN ADAM AND EVE PASSED INTO THE CAVE, BLESSING THEMSELVES FOR COMING INTO IT ONCE MORE. FOR IT WAS IN THEIR [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS, THAT THEY NEVER SHOULD ENTER IT, WHEN THEY SAW THE FIRE AROUND IT. 4 BUT AS THE SUN WAS SETTING THE FIRE WAS STILL BURNING AND NEARING ADAM AND EVE IN THE CAVE, SO THAT THEY COULD NOT SLEEP IN IT. AFTER THE SUN HAD SET, THEY WENT OUT OF IT. THIS WAS THE FORTY-SEVENTH DAY AFTER THEY CAME OUT OF THE GARDEN. 5 ADAM AND EVE THEN CAME UNDER THE TOP OF HILL BY THE GARDEN TO SLEEP, AS THEY WERE ACCUSTOMED. 6 AND THEY STOOD AND PRAYED GOD TO FORGIVE THEM THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, AND THEN FELL ASLEEP UNDER THE SUMMIT OF THE MOUNTAIN. 7 BUT SATAN, THE HATER OF ALL GOOD, [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT WITHIN HIMSELF: "WHEREAS GOD HAS PROMISED SALVATION TO ADAM BY COVENANT, AND THAT HE WOULD DELIVER HIM OUT OF ALL THE HARDSHIPS THAT HAVE BEFALLEN HIM—BUT HAS NOT PROMISED ME BY COVENANT, AND WILL NOT DELIVER ME OUT OF MY HARDSHIPS; NO, SINCE HE HAS PROMISED HIM THAT HE SHOULD MAKE HIM AND HIS DESCENDANTS LIVE IN THE KINGDOM IN WHICH I ONCE WAS—I WILL KILL ADAM. 8 THE EARTH SHALL BE RID OF HIM; AND SHALL BE LEFT TO ME ALONE; SO THAT WHEN HE IS DEAD, HE MAY NOT HAVE ANY DESCENDANTS LEFT TO INHERIT THE KINGDOM THAT SHALL REMAIN MY OWN REALM; GOD WILL THEN BE WANTING ME, AND HE WILL RESTORE IT TO ME AND MY HOSTS." 
[bookmark: chap48]CHAPTER 48 - FIFTH APPARITION OF SATAN TO ADAM AND EVE
1 AFTER THIS SATAN CALLED TO HIS HOSTS, ALL OF WHICH CAME TO HIM, AND SAID TO HIM: 2 "O, OUR LORD, WHAT WILL YOU DO?" 3 HE THEN SAID TO THEM, "YOU KNOW THAT THIS ADAM, WHOM GOD CREATED OUT OF THE DUST, IS THE ONE WHO HAS TAKEN OUR KINGDOM, COME, LET US GATHER TOGETHER AND KILL HIM; OR HURL A ROCK AT HIM AND AT EVE, AND CRUSH THEM UNDER IT." 4 WHEN SATAN'S HOSTS HEARD THESE WORDS, THEY CAME TO THE PART OF THE MOUNTAIN WHERE ADAM AND EVE WERE ASLEEP. 5 THEN SATAN AND HIS HOST TOOK A HUGE ROCK, BROAD AND EVEN, AND WITHOUT BLEMISH, [SEXUALLY] THINKING WITHIN HIMSELF, "IF THERE SHOULD BE A HOLE IN THE ROCK, WHEN IT FELL ON THEM, THE HOLE IN THE ROCK MIGHT COME OVER THEM, AND SO THEY WOULD ESCAPE AND NOT DIE." 6 HE THEN SAID TO HIS HOSTS, "TAKE UP THIS STONE, AND THROW IT FLAT ON THEM, SO THAT IT DOESN'T ROLL OFF THEM TO SOMEWHERE ELSE. AND WHEN YOU HAVE HURLED IT, GET AWAY FROM THERE QUICKLY." 7 AND THEY DID AS HE TOLD THEM. BUT AS THE ROCK FELL DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN TOWARD ADAM AND EVE, GOD COMMANDED THE ROCK TO BECOME A DOME OVER THEM, THAT DID THEM NO HARM. AND, SO IT WAS BY GOD'S ORDER. 8 BUT WHEN THE ROCK FELL, THE WHOLE EARTH QUAKED WITH IT, AND WAS SHAKEN FROM THE SIZE OF THE ROCK. 9 AND AS IT QUAKED AND SHOOK, ADAM AND EVE AWOKE FROM SLEEP, AND FOUND THEMSELVES UNDER A DOME OF ROCK. BUT THEY DIDN'T KNOW WHAT HAD HAPPENED; BECAUSE WHEN THE FELL ASLEEP THEY WERE UNDER THE SKY, AND NOT UNDER A DOME; AND WHEN THEY SAW IT, THEY WERE AFRAID. 10 THEN ADAM SAID TO EVE, "WHEREFORE HAS THE MOUNTAIN BENT ITSELF, AND THE EARTH QUAKED AND SHAKEN ON OUR ACCOUNT? AND WHY HAS THIS ROCK SPREAD ITSELF OVER US LIKE A TENT? 11 DOES GOD INTEND TO PLAGUE US AND TO SHUT US UP IN THIS PRISON? OR WILL HE CLOSE THE EARTH OVER US? 12 HE IS ANGRY WITH US FOR OUR HAVING COME OUT OF THE CAVE, WITHOUT HIS ORDER; AND FOR OUR HAVING DONE SO OF OUR OWN ACCORD, WITHOUT CONSULTING HIM, WHEN WE LEFT THE CAVE AND CAME TO THIS PLACE." 13 THEN EVE SAID, "IF, INDEED, THE EARTH QUAKED FOR OUR SAKE, AND THIS ROCK FORMS A TENT OVER US BECAUSE OF OUR TRANSGRESSION, THEN WE WILL BE SORRY, O ADAM, BECAUSE OUR PUNISHMENT WILL BE LONG. 14 BUT GET UP AND PRAY TO GOD TO LET US KNOW CONCERNING THIS, AND WHAT THIS ROCK IS THAT IS SPREAD OVER US LIKE A TENT." 15 THEN ADAM STOOD UP AND PRAYED BEFORE THE LORD, TO LET HIM KNOW WHAT HAD BROUGHT ABOUT THIS DIFFICULT TIME. AND ADAM STOOD PRAYING LIKE THAT UNTIL THE MORNING. 
[bookmark: chap49]CHAPTER 49 - THE FIRST PROPHECY OF THE RESURRECTION
1 THEN THE WORD OF GOD CAME AND SAID: 2 "O ADAM, WHO [SEXLESS] COUNSELLED YOU, WHEN YOU CAME OUT OF THE CAVE, TO COME TO THIS PLACE?" 3 AND ADAM SAID TO GOD, "O LORD, WE CAME TO THIS PLACE BECAUSE OF THE HEAT OF THE FIRE, THAT CAME OVER US INSIDE THE CAVE." 4 THEN THE LORD GOD SAID TO ADAM, "O ADAM, YOU DREAD THE HEAT OF FIRE FOR ONE NIGHT, BUT HOW WILL IT BE WHEN YOU LIVE IN HELL? 5 YET, O ADAM, DON'T BE AFRAID, AND DON'T BELIEVE THAT I HAVE PLACED THIS DOME OF ROCK OVER YOU TO PLAGUE YOU WITH IT. 6 IT CAME FROM SATAN, WHO HAD PROMISED YOU THE GODHEAD AND MAJESTY. IT IS HE WHO THREW DOWN THIS ROCK TO KILL YOU UNDER IT, AND EVE WITH YOU, AND THUS TO PREVENT YOU FROM LIVING ON THE EARTH. 7 BUT, IN MERCY FOR YOU, JUST AS THAT ROCK WAS FALLING DOWN ON YOU, I COMMANDED IT TO FORM A DOME OVER YOU; AND THE ROCK UNDER YOU TO LOWER ITSELF. 8 AND THIS SIGN, O ADAM, WILL HAPPEN TO ME AT MY COMING ON EARTH: SATAN WILL RAISE THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS TO PUT ME TO DEATH; AND THEY WILL LAY ME IN A ROCK, AND SEAL A LARGE STONE OVER ME, AND I SHALL REMAIN WITHIN THAT ROCK THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS. 9 BUT ON THE THIRD DAY I SHALL RISE AGAIN, AND IT SHALL BE SALVATION TO YOU, O ADAM, AND TO YOUR DESCENDANTS, TO BELIEVE IN ME. BUT, O ADAM, I WILL NOT BRING YOU FROM UNDER THIS ROCK UNTIL THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS HAVE PASSED." 10 AND GOD WITHDREW HIS WORD FROM ADAM. 11 BUT ADAM AND EVE LIVED UNDER THE ROCK THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS, AS GOD HAD TOLD THEM. 12 AND GOD DID SO TO THEM BECAUSE THEY HAD LEFT THEIR CAVE AND HAD COME TO THIS SAME PLACE WITHOUT GOD'S ORDER. 13 BUT, AFTER THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS, GOD CREATED AN OPENING IN THE DOME OF ROCK AND ALLOWED THEM TO GET OUT FROM UNDER IT. THEIR FLESH WAS DRIED UP, AND THEIR EYES AND HEARTS WERE TROUBLED FROM CRYING AND SORROW. 
[bookmark: chap50]CHAPTER 50 - ADAM AND EVE SEEK TO COVER THEIR NAKEDNESS
1 THEN ADAM AND EVE WENT FORTH AND CAME INTO THE CAVE OF TREASURES, AND THEY STOOD PRAYING IN IT THE WHOLE OF THAT DAY, UNTIL THE EVENING. 2 AND THIS TOOK PLACE AT THE END OF THE FIFTY DAYS AFTER THEY HAD LEFT THE GARDEN. 3 BUT ADAM AND EVE ROSE AGAIN AND PRAYED TO GOD IN THE CAVE THE WHOLE OF THAT NIGHT, AND BEGGED FOR MERCY FROM HIM. 4 AND WHEN THE DAY DAWNED, ADAM SAID TO EVE, "COME! LET US GO AND DO SOME WORK FOR OUR BODIES." 5 SO THEY WENT OUT OF THE CAVE, AND CAME TO THE NORTHERN BORDER OF THE GARDEN, AND THEY LOOKED FOR SOMETHING TO COVER THEIR BODIES WITH. BUT THEY FOUND NOTHING, AND KNEW NOT HOW TO DO THE WORK. YET THEIR BODIES WERE STAINED, AND THEY WERE SPEECHLESS FROM COLD AND HEAT. 6 THEN ADAM STOOD AND ASKED GOD TO SHOW HIM SOMETHING WITH WHICH TO COVER THEIR BODIES. 7 THEN CAME THE WORD OF GOD AND SAID TO HIM, "O ADAM, TAKE EVE AND COME TO THE SEASHORE WHERE YOU FASTED BEFORE. THERE YOU WILL FIND SKINS OF SHEEP THAT WERE LEFT AFTER LIONS ATE THE CARCASSES. TAKE THEM AND MAKE GARMENTS FOR YOURSELVES, AND CLOTHE YOURSELVES WITH THEM. 
[bookmark: chap51]CHAPTER 51 - "WHAT IS HIS BEAUTY THAT YOU SHOULD HAVE FOLLOWED HIM?"
1 WHEN ADAM HEARD THESE [SEXLESS] WORDS FROM GOD, HE TOOK EVE AND WENT FROM THE NORTHERN END OF THE GARDEN TO THE SOUTH OF IT, BY THE RIVER OF WATER WHERE THEY ONCE FASTED. 2 BUT AS THEY WERE GOING ON THEIR WAY, AND BEFORE THEY GOT THERE, SATAN, THE WICKED ONE, HAD HEARD THE WORD OF GOD COMMUNING WITH ADAM RESPECTING HIS COVERING. 3 IT GRIEVED HIM, AND HE HASTENED TO THE PLACE WHERE THE SHEEP-SKINS WERE, WITH THE [SEXUAL] INTENTION OF TAKING THEM AND THROWING THEM INTO THE SEA, OR OF BURNING THEM WITH FIRE, SO THAT ADAM AND EVE WOULD NOT FIND THEM. 4 BUT AS HE WAS ABOUT TO TAKE THEM, THE WORD OF GOD CAME FROM HEAVEN, AND BOUND HIM BY THE SIDE OF THOSE SKINS UNTIL ADAM AND EVE CAME NEAR HIM. BUT AS THEY GOT CLOSER TO HIM, THEY WERE AFRAID OF HIM, AND OF HIS HIDEOUS LOOK. 5 THEN CAME THE WORD OF GOD TO ADAM AND EVE, AND SAID TO THEM, "THIS IS HE WHO WAS HIDDEN IN THE SERPENT, AND WHO DECEIVED YOU, AND STRIPPED YOU OF THE GARMENT OF LIGHT AND GLORY IN WHICH YOU WERE. 6 THIS IS HE WHO PROMISED YOU MAJESTY AND DIVINITY. WHERE, THEN, IS THE BEAUTY THAT WAS ON HIM? WHERE IS HIS DIVINITY? WHERE IS HIS LIGHT? WHERE IS THE GLORY THAT RESTED ON HIM? 7 NOW HIS FIGURE IS HIDEOUS; HE IS BECOME ABOMINABLE AMONG ANGELS; AND HE HAS COME TO BE CALLED SATAN. 8 O ADAM, HE WISHED TO TAKE FROM YOU THIS EARTHLY GARMENT OF SHEEP-SKINS, AND TO DESTROY IT, AND NOT LET YOU BE COVERED WITH IT. 9 WHAT, THEN, IS HIS BEAUTY THAT YOU SHOULD HAVE FOLLOWED HIM? AND WHAT HAVE YOU GAINED BY OBEYING HIM? SEE HIS EVIL WORKS AND THEN LOOK AT ME, AT ME, YOUR, [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND AT THE GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS I DO YOU. 10 SEE, I BOUND HIM UNTIL YOU CAME AND SAW HIM AND BEHELD HIS WEAKNESS, THAT NO POWER IS LEFT WITH HIM." 11 AND GOD RELEASED HIM FROM HIS BONDS. 
[bookmark: chap52]CHAPTER 52 - ADAM AND EVE SEW THE FIRST SHIRT
1 AFTER THIS ADAM AND EVE SAID NO MORE, BUT CRIED BEFORE GOD ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR CREATION, AND OF THEIR BODIES THAT REQUIRED AN EARTHLY COVERING. 2 THEN ADAM SAID TO EVE, "O EVE, THIS IS THE SKIN OF BEASTS WITH WHICH WE SHALL BE COVERED, BUT WHEN WE PUT IT ON, BEHOLD, WE SHALL BE WEARING A TOKEN OF DEATH ON OUR BODIES. JUST AS THE OWNERS OF THESE SKINS HAVE DIED AND HAVE WASTED AWAY, SO ALSO SHALL WE DIE AND PASS AWAY." 3 THEN ADAM AND EVE TOOK THE SKINS, AND WENT BACK TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES; AND WHEN IN IT, THEY STOOD AND PRAYED AS THEY WERE ACCUSTOMED. 4 AND THEY [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT HOW THEY COULD MAKE GARMENTS OF THOSE SKINS; FOR THEY HAD NO SKILL FOR IT. 5 THEN GOD SENT TO THEM HIS ANGEL TO SHOW THEM HOW TO WORK IT OUT. AND THE ANGEL SAID TO ADAM, "GO FORTH, AND BRING SOME PALM-THORNS." THEN ADAM WENT OUT, AND BROUGHT SOME, AS THE ANGEL HAD COMMANDED HIM. 6 THEN THE ANGEL BEGAN BEFORE THEM TO WORK OUT THE SKINS, AFTER THE MANNER OF ONE WHO PREPARES A SHIRT. AND HE TOOK THE THORNS AND STUCK THEM INTO THE SKINS, BEFORE THEIR EYES. 7 THEN THE ANGEL AGAIN STOOD UP AND PRAYED GOD THAT THE THORNS IN THOSE SKINS SHOULD BE HIDDEN, SO AS TO BE, AS IT WERE, SEWN WITH ONE THREAD. 8 AND SO IT WAS, BY GOD'S ORDER; THEY BECAME GARMENTS FOR ADAM AND EVE, AND HE CLOTHED THEM THEREWITH. 9 FROM THAT TIME THE NAKEDNESS OF THEIR BODIES WAS COVERED FROM THE SIGHT OF EACH OTHER'S EYES. 10 AND THIS HAPPENED AT THE END OF THE FIFTY-FIRST DAY. 11 THEN WHEN ADAM'S AND EVE'S BODIES WERE COVERED, THEY STOOD AND PRAYED, AND SOUGHT MERCY OF THE LORD, AND FORGIVENESS, AND GAVE HIM THANKS FOR THAT HE HAD HAD MERCY ON THEM, AND HAD COVERED THEIR NAKEDNESS. AND THEY CEASED NOT FROM PRAYER THE WHOLE OF THAT NIGHT. 12 THEN WHEN THE MORNING DAWNED AT THE RISING OF THE SUN, THEY SAID THEIR PRAYERS AFTER THEIR CUSTOM; AND THEN WENT OUT OF THE CAVE. 13 AND ADAM SAID TO EVE, "SINCE WE DON'T KNOW WHAT THERE IS TO THE WEST OF THIS CAVE, LET US GO OUT AND SEE IT TODAY." THEN THEY CAME FORTH AND WENT TOWARD THE WESTERN BORDER. 
[bookmark: chap53]CHAPTER 53 - THE PROPHECY OF THE WESTERN LANDS AND OF THE GREAT FLOOD
1 THEY WERE NOT VERY FAR FROM THE CAVE, WHEN SATAN CAME TOWARDS THEM, AND HID HIMSELF BETWEEN THEM AND THE CAVE, UNDER THE FORM OF TWO RAVENOUS LIONS THREE DAYS WITHOUT FOOD, THAT CAME TOWARDS ADAM AND EVE, AS IF TO BREAK THEM IN PIECES AND DEVOUR THEM. 2 THEN ADAM AND EVE CRIED, AND PRAYED GOD TO DELIVER THEM FROM THEIR PAWS. 3 THEN THE WORD OF GOD CAME TO THEM, AND DROVE AWAY THE LIONS FROM THEM. 4 AND GOD SAID TO ADAM, "O ADAM, WHAT DO YOU SEEK ON THE WESTERN BORDER? AND WHY HAVE YOU LEFT OF THINE OWN ACCORD THE EASTERN BORDER, IN WHICH WAS YOUR LIVING PLACE? 5 NOW THEN, TURN BACK TO YOUR CAVE, AND REMAIN IN IT, SO THAT SATAN WON'T DECEIVE YOU OR WORK HIS [SEXUAL] PURPOSE OVER YOU. 6 FOR IN THIS WESTERN BORDER, O ADAM, THERE WILL GO FROM YOU A DESCENDANT, THAT SHALL REPLENISH IT; AND THAT WILL DEFILE THEMSELVES WITH THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, AND WITH THEIR YIELDING TO THE COMMANDS OF SATAN, AND BY FOLLOWING HIS WORKS. 7 THEREFORE WILL I BRING OVER THEM THE WATERS OF A FLOOD, AND OVERWHELM THEM ALL. BUT I WILL DELIVER WHAT IS LEFT OF THE RIGHTEOUS AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BRING THEM TO A DISTANT LAND, AND THE LAND IN WHICH YOU LIVE NOW SHALL REMAIN DESOLATE AND WITHOUT ONE INHABITANT IN IT. 8 AFTER GOD HAD THUS SPOKEN TO THEM, THEY WENT BACK TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES. BUT THEIR FLESH WAS DRIED UP, AND THEY WERE WEAK FROM FASTING AND PRAYING, AND FROM THE SORROW THEY FELT AT HAVING TRESPASSED AGAINST GOD. 
[bookmark: chap54]CHAPTER 54 - ADAM AND EVE GO EXPLORING
1 THEN ADAM AND EVE STOOD UP IN THE CAVE AND PRAYED THE WHOLE OF THAT NIGHT UNTIL THE MORNING DAWNED. AND WHEN THE SUN WAS RISEN, THEY BOTH WENT OUT OF THE CAVE; THEIR HEADS WERE WANDERING FROM HEAVINESS OF SORROW AND THEY DIDN'T KNOW WHERE THEY WERE GOING. 2 AND THEY WALKED IN THAT CONDITION TO THE SOUTHERN BORDER OF THE GARDEN. AND THEY BEGAN TO GO UP THAT BORDER UNTIL THEY CAME TO THE EASTERN BORDER BEYOND WHICH THERE WAS NO MORE LAND. 3 AND THE CHERUB WHO GUARDED THE GARDEN WAS STANDING AT THE WESTERN GATE, AND GUARDING IT AGAINST ADAM AND EVE, LEST THEY SHOULD SUDDENLY COME INTO THE GARDEN. AND THE CHERUB TURNED AROUND, AS IF TO PUT THEM TO DEATH; ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT GOD HAD GIVEN HIM. 4 WHEN ADAM AND EVE CAME TO THE EASTERN BORDER OF THE GARDEN—[SEXUALLY] THINKING IN THEIR HEARTS THAT THE CHERUB WAS NOT WATCHING—AS THEY WERE STANDING BY THE GATE AS IF WISHING TO GO IN, SUDDENLY CAME THE CHERUB WITH A FLASHING SWORD OF FIRE IN HIS HAND; AND WHEN HE SAW THEM, HE WENT FORTH TO KILL THEM. FOR HE WAS AFRAID THAT GOD WOULD DESTROY HIM IF THEY WENT INTO THE GARDEN WITHOUT HIS ORDER. 5 AND THE SWORD OF THE CHERUB SEEMED TO SHOOT FLAMES A DISTANCE AWAY FROM IT. BUT WHEN HE RAISED IT OVER ADAM AND EVE, THE FLAME OF THE SWORD DID NOT FLASH FORTH. 6 THEREFORE THE CHERUB [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT THAT GOD WAS FAVORABLE TO THEM, AND WAS BRINGING THEM BACK INTO THE GARDEN. AND THE CHERUB STOOD WONDERING. 7 HE COULD NOT GO UP TO HEAVEN TO DETERMINE GOD'S ORDER REGARDING THEIR GETTING INTO THE GARDEN; HE THEREFORE CONTINUED TO STAND BY THEM, UNABLE AS HE WAS TO PART FROM THEM; FOR HE WAS AFRAID THAT IF THEY SHOULD ENTER THE GARDEN WITHOUT PERMISSION, GOD WOULD DESTROY HIM. 8 WHEN ADAM AND EVE SAW THE CHERUB COMING TOWARDS THEM WITH A FLAMING SWORD OF FIRE IN HIS HAND, THEY FELL ON THEIR FACES FROM FEAR, AND WERE AS DEAD. 9 AT THAT TIME THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH SHOOK; AND ANOTHER, CHERUBIM CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN TO THE CHERUB WHO GUARDED THE GARDEN, AND SAW HIM AMAZED AND SILENT. 10 THEN, AGAIN, OTHER ANGELS CAME DOWN CLOSE TO THE PLACE WHERE ADAM AND EVE WERE. THEY WERE DIVIDED BETWEEN JOY AND SORROW. 11 THEY WERE GLAD, BECAUSE THEY [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT THAT GOD WAS FAVORABLE TO ADAM, AND WISHED HIM TO RETURN TO THE GARDEN; AND WISHED TO RESTORE HIM TO THE GLADNESS HE ONCE ENJOYED. 12 BUT THEY SORROWED OVER ADAM, BECAUSE HE WAS FALLEN LIKE A DEAD MAN, HE AND EVE; AND THEY SAID IN THEIR [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS, "ADAM HAS NOT DIED IN THIS PLACE; BUT GOD HAS PUT HIM TO DEATH, FOR HIS HAVING COME TO THIS PLACE, AND WISHING TO GET INTO THE GARDEN WITHOUT HIS PERMISSION." 
[bookmark: chap55]CHAPTER 55 - THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE LORD AND SATAN
1 THEN CAME THE WORD OF GOD TO ADAM AND EVE, AND RAISED THEM FROM THEIR DEAD STATE, SAYING TO THEM, "WHY DID YOU COME UP HERE? DO YOU INTEND TO GO INTO THE GARDEN, FROM WHICH I BROUGHT YOU OUT? IT CANNOT BE TODAY; BUT ONLY WHEN THE COVENANT I HAVE MADE WITH YOU IS FULFILLED." 2 THEN ADAM, WHEN HE HEARD THE WORD OF GOD, AND THE FLUTTERING OF THE ANGELS WHOM HE DID NOT SEE, BUT ONLY HEARD THE SOUND OF THEM WITH HIS EARS, HE AND EVE CRIED, AND SAID TO THE ANGELS: 3 "O SPIRITS, WHO WAIT ON GOD, LOOK AT ME, AND AT MY BEING UNABLE TO SEE YOU! FOR WHEN I WAS IN MY FORMER BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE, THEN I COULD SEE YOU. I SANG PRAISES AS YOU DO; AND MY HEART WAS FAR ABOVE YOU. 4 BUT NOW, THAT I HAVE TRANSGRESSED, THAT BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE IS GONE FROM ME, AND I AM COME TO THIS MISERABLE STATE. AND NOW I HAVE COME TO THIS, THAT I CANNOT SEE YOU, AND YOU DO NOT SERVE ME LIKE YOU USED TO DO. FOR I HAVE BECOME ANIMAL FLESH. 5 YET NOW, O ANGELS OF GOD, ASK GOD WITH ME, TO RESTORE ME TO THAT WHEREIN I WAS FORMERLY; TO RESCUE ME FROM THIS MISERY, AND TO REMOVE FROM ME THE SENTENCE OF DEATH HE PASSED ON ME, FOR HAVING TRESPASSED AGAINST HIM." 6 THEN, WHEN THE ANGELS HEARD THESE WORDS, THEY ALL GRIEVED OVER HIM; AND CURSED SATAN WHO HAD MISLED ADAM, UNTIL HE CAME FROM THE GARDEN TO MISERY; FROM LIFE TO DEATH; FROM PEACE TO TROUBLE; AND FROM GLADNESS TO A STRANGE LAND. 7 THEN THE ANGELS SAID TO ADAM, "YOU OBEYED SATAN, AND IGNORED THE WORD OF GOD WHO CREATED YOU; AND YOU BELIEVED THAT SATAN WOULD FULFIL ALL HE HAD PROMISED YOU. 8 BUT NOW, O ADAM, WE WILL MAKE KNOWN TO YOU, WHAT CAME OVER US THOUGH HIM, BEFORE HIS FALL FROM HEAVEN. 9 HE GATHERED TOGETHER HIS HOSTS, AND DECEIVED THEM, PROMISING TO GIVE THEM A GREAT KINGDOM, A DIVINE [SEXLESS] NATURE; AND OTHER PROMISES HE MADE THEM. 10 HIS HOSTS BELIEVED THAT HIS WORD WAS TRUE, SO THEY YIELDED TO HIM, AND RENOUNCED THE GLORY OF GOD. 11 HE THEN SENT FOR US—ACCORDING TO THE ORDERS IN WHICH WE WERE—TO COME UNDER HIS COMMAND, AND TO ACCEPT HIS VEIN PROMISE. BUT WE WOULD NOT, AND WE DID NOT TAKE HIS ADVICE. 12 THEN AFTER HE HAD FOUGHT WITH GOD, AND HAD DEALT FORWARDLY WITH HIM, HE GATHERED TOGETHER HIS HOSTS, AND MADE WAR WITH US. AND IF IT HAD NOT BEEN FOR GOD'S STRENGTH THAT WAS WITH US, WE COULD NOT HAVE PREVAILED AGAINST HIM TO HURL HIM FROM HEAVEN. 13 BUT WHEN HE FELL FROM AMONG US, THERE WAS GREAT JOY IN HEAVEN, BECAUSE OF HIS GOING DOWN FROM US. FOR IF HE HAD REMAINED IN HEAVEN, NOTHING, NOT EVEN ONE ANGEL WOULD HAVE REMAINED IN IT. 14 BUT GOD IN HIS MERCY, DROVE HIM FROM AMONG US TO THIS DARK EARTH; FOR HE HAD BECOME DARKNESS ITSELF AND A WORKER OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 15 AND HE HAS CONTINUED, O ADAM, TO MAKE WAR AGAINST YOU, UNTIL HE TRICKED YOU AND MADE YOU COME OUT OF THE GARDEN, TO THIS STRANGE LAND, WHERE ALL THESE TRIALS HAVE COME TO YOU. AND DEATH, WHICH GOD BROUGHT TO HIM, HE HAS ALSO BROUGHT TO YOU, O ADAM, BECAUSE YOU OBEYED HIM, AND TRESPASSED AGAINST GOD." 16 THEN ALL THE ANGELS REJOICED AND PRAISED GOD, AND ASKED HIM NOT TO DESTROY ADAM THIS TIME, FOR HIS HAVING SOUGHT TO ENTER THE GARDEN; BUT TO BEAR WITH HIM UNTIL THE FULFILLMENT OF THE PROMISE; AND TO HELP HIM IN THIS WORLD UNTIL HE WAS FREE FROM SATAN'S HAND. 
[bookmark: chap56]CHAPTER 56 - A CHAPTER OF DIVINE COMFORT
1 THEN CAME THE WORD OF GOD TO ADAM, AND SAID TO HIM: 2 "O ADAM, LOOK AT THAT GARDEN OF JOY AND AT THIS EARTH OF TOIL, AND BEHOLD THE GARDEN IS FULL OF ANGELS, BUT LOOK AT YOURSELF ALONE ON THIS EARTH WITH SATAN WHOM YOU OBEYED. 3 YET, IF YOU HAD SUBMITTED, AND BEEN OBEDIENT TO ME, AND HAD KEPT MY WORD, YOU WOULD BE WITH MY ANGELS IN MY GARDEN. 4 BUT WHEN YOU TRANSGRESSED AND OBEYED SATAN, YOU BECAME HIS GUESTS AMONG HIS ANGELS, THAT ARE FULL OF WICKEDNESS; AND YOU CAME TO THIS EARTH, THAT BRINGS FORTH TO YOU THORNS AND THISTLES. 5 O ADAM, ASK HIM WHO DECEIVED YOU, TO GIVE YOU THE DIVINE [SEXLESS] NATURE HE PROMISED YOU, OR TO MAKE YOU A GARDEN AS I HAD MADE FOR YOU; OR TO FILL YOU WITH THAT SAME BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE WITH WHICH I HAD FILLED YOU. 6 ASK HIM TO MAKE YOU A BODY LIKE THE ONE I MADE YOU, OR TO GIVE YOU A DAY OF REST AS I GAVE YOU; OR TO CREATE WITHIN YOU A REASONABLE SOUL, AS I CREATED FOR YOU; OR TO TAKE YOU FROM HERE TO SOME OTHER EARTH THAN THIS ONE WHICH I GAVE YOU. BUT, O ADAM, HE WILL NOT FULFIL EVEN ONE OF THE THINGS HE TOLD YOU. 7 ACKNOWLEDGE, THEN, MY FAVOR TOWARDS YOU, AND MY MERCY ON YOU, MY CREATURE; THAT I HAVE NOT AVENGED YOU FOR YOUR TRANSGRESSION AGAINST ME, BUT IN MY PITY FOR YOU I HAVE PROMISED YOU THAT AT THE END OF THE GREAT FIVE AND A HALF DAYS I WILL COME AND SAVE YOU." 8 THEN GOD SAID AGAIN TO ADAM AND EVE, "GET UP, GO DOWN FROM HERE, BEFORE THE CHERUB WITH A SWORD OF FIRE IN HIS HAND DESTROYS YOU." 9 BUT ADAM'S HEART WAS COMFORTED BY GOD'S [SEXLESS] WORDS TO HIM, AND HE WORSHIPPED BEFORE HIM. 10 AND GOD COMMANDED HIS ANGELS TO ESCORT ADAM AND EVE TO THE CAVE WITH JOY, INSTEAD OF THE FEAR THAT HAD COME OVER THEM. 11 THEN THE ANGELS TOOK UP ADAM AND EVE, AND BROUGHT THEM DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN BY THE GARDEN, WITH SONGS AND PSALMS, UNTIL THEY ARRIVED AT THE CAVE. THERE THE ANGELS BEGAN TO COMFORT AND TO STRENGTHEN THEM, AND THEN DEPARTED FROM THEM TOWARDS HEAVEN, TO THEIR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHO HAD SENT THEM. 12 BUT AFTER THE ANGELS HAD DEPARTED FROM ADAM AND EVE, SATAN CAME WITH SHAMEFACEDNESS, AND STOOD AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE CAVE IN WHICH WERE ADAM AND EVE. HE THEN CALLED TO ADAM, AND SAID, "O ADAM, COME, LET ME SPEAK TO YOU." 13 THEN ADAM CAME OUT OF THE CAVE, [SEXUALLY] THINKING HE WAS ONE OF GOD'S ANGELS THAT WAS COME TO GIVE HIM SOME GOOD [SEXLESS] COUNSEL. 
[bookmark: chap57]CHAPTER 57 - "THEREFORE I FELL…"
1 BUT WHEN ADAM CAME OUT AND SAW HIS HIDEOUS FIGURE, HE WAS AFRAID OF HIM, AND SAID TO HIM, "WHO ARE YOU?" 2 THEN SATAN ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM, "IT IS I, WHO HID MYSELF WITHIN THE SERPENT, AND WHO SPOKE TO EVE, AND WHO ENTICED HER UNTIL SHE OBEYED MY COMMAND. I AM HE WHO SENT HER, USING MY DECEITFUL SPEECH, TO DECEIVE YOU, UNTIL YOU BOTH ATE OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE AND ABANDONED THE COMMAND OF GOD." 3 BUT WHEN ADAM HEARD THESE WORDS FROM HIM, HE SAID TO HIM, "CAN YOU MAKE ME A GARDEN AS GOD MADE FOR ME? OR CAN YOU CLOTHE ME IN THE SAME BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE IN WHICH GOD HAD CLOTHED ME? 4 WHERE IS THE DIVINE [SEXLESS] NATURE YOU PROMISED TO GIVE ME? WHERE IS THAT SLICK SPEECH OF YOURS THAT YOU HAD WITH US AT FIRST, WHEN WE WERE IN THE GARDEN?" 5 THEN SATAN SAID TO ADAM, "DO YOU [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT WHEN I HAVE PROMISED ONE SOMETHING THAT I WOULD ACTUALLY DELIVER IT TO HIM OR FULFILL MY WORD? OF COURSE NOT. FOR I MYSELF HAVE NEVER EVEN [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT OF OBTAINING WHAT I PROMISED. 6 THEREFORE I FELL, AND I MADE YOU FALL BY THAT FOR WHICH I MYSELF FELL; AND WITH YOU ALSO, WHOSOEVER ACCEPTS MY [SEXUAL] COUNSEL, FALLS THEREBY. 7 BUT NOW, O ADAM, BECAUSE YOU FELL YOU ARE UNDER MY RULE, AND I AM KING OVER YOU; BECAUSE YOU HAVE OBEYED ME AND HAVE TRANSGRESSED AGAINST YOUR GOD. NEITHER WILL THERE BE ANY DELIVERANCE FROM MY HANDS UNTIL THE DAY PROMISED YOU BY YOUR GOD." 8 AGAIN HE SAID, "BECAUSE WE DO NOT KNOW THE DAY AGREED ON WITH YOU BY YOUR GOD, NOR THE HOUR IN WHICH YOU SHALL BE DELIVERED, FOR THAT REASON WE WILL MULTIPLY WAR AND MURDER ON YOU AND YOUR DESCENDANTS AFTER YOU. 9 THIS IS OUR WILL AND OUR GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE, THAT WE MAY NOT LEAVE ONE OF THE SONS OF MEN TO INHERIT OUR ORDERS IN HEAVEN. 10 FOR AS TO OUR HOME, O ADAM, IT IS IN BURNING FIRE; AND WE WILL NOT STOP OUR EVIL DOING, NO, NOT ONE DAY NOR ONE HOUR. AND I, O ADAM, SHALL SET YOU ON FIRE WHEN YOU COME INTO THE CAVE TO LIVE THERE." 11 WHEN ADAM HEARD THESE WORDS HE CRIED AND MOURNED, AND SAID TO EVE, "HEAR WHAT HE SAID; THAT HE WON'T FULFIL ANY OF WHAT HE TOLD YOU IN THE GARDEN. DID HE REALLY THEN BECOME KING OVER US? 12 BUT WE WILL ASK GOD, WHO CREATED US, TO DELIVER US OUT OF HIS HANDS." 
[bookmark: chap58]CHAPTER 58 - "ABOUT SUNSET ON THE 53RD DAY..."
1 THEN ADAM AND EVE SPREAD THEIR HANDS BEFORE GOD, PRAYING AND BEGGING HIM TO DRIVE SATAN AWAY FROM THEM SO THAT HE CAN'T HARM THEM OR FORCE THEM TO DENY GOD. 2 THEN GOD SENT TO THEM AT ONCE, HIS ANGEL, WHO DROVE AWAY SATAN FROM THEM. THIS HAPPENED ABOUT SUNSET, ON THE FIFTY-THIRD DAY AFTER THEY HAD COME OUT OF THE GARDEN. 3 THEN ADAM AND EVE WENT INTO THE CAVE, AND STOOD UP AND TURNED THEIR FACES TO THE GROUND, TO PRAY TO GOD. 4 BUT BEFORE THEY PRAYED ADAM SAID TO EVE, "LOOK, YOU HAVE SEEN WHAT TEMPTATIONS HAVE BEFALLEN US IN THIS LAND. COME, LET US GET UP, AND ASK GOD TO FORGIVE US THE [NON-SEXUAL] SINS WE HAVE COMMITTED; AND WE WILL NOT COME OUT UNTIL THE END OF THE DAY NEXT TO THE FORTIETH. AND IF WE DIE IN HERE, HE WILL SAVE US." 5 THEN ADAM AND EVE GOT UP, AND JOINED TOGETHER IN ENTREATING GOD. 6 THEY CONTINUED PRAYING LIKE THIS IN THE CAVE; NEITHER DID THEY COME OUT OF IT, BY NIGHT OR BY DAY, UNTIL THEIR PRAYERS WENT UP OUT OF THEIR MOUTHS, LIKE A FLAME OF FIRE. 
[bookmark: chap59]CHAPTER 59 - EIGHTH APPARITION OF SATAN OF SATAN TO ADAM AND EVE
1 BUT SATAN, THE HATER OF ALL GOOD, DID NOT ALLOW THEM TO FINISH THEIR PRAYERS. FOR HE CALLED TO HIS HOSTS, AND THEY CAME, ALL OF THEM. THEN HE SAID TO THEM, "SINCE ADAM AND EVE, WHOM WE DECEIVED, HAVE AGREED TOGETHER TO PRAY TO GOD NIGHT AND DAY, AND TO BEG HIM TO DELIVER THEM, AND SINCE THEY WILL NOT COME OUT OF THE CAVE UNTIL THE END OF THE FORTIETH DAY. 2 AND SINCE THEY WILL CONTINUE THEIR PRAYERS AS THEY HAVE BOTH AGREED TO DO, THAT HE WILL DELIVER THEM OUT OF OUR HANDS, AND RESTORE THEM TO THEIR FORMER STATE, SEE WHAT WE SHALL DO TO THEM." AND HIS HOSTS SAID TO HIM, "POWER IS THINE, O OUR LORD, TO DO WHAT YOU LIST." 3 THEN SATAN, GREAT IN WICKEDNESS, TOOK HIS HOSTS AND CAME INTO THE CAVE, IN THE THIRTIETH NIGHT OF THE FORTY DAYS AND ONE; AND HE BEAT ADAM AND EVE, UNTIL HE LEFT THEM DEAD. 4 THEN CAME THE WORD OF GOD TO ADAM AND EVE, WHO RAISED THEM FROM THEIR SUFFERING, AND GOD SAID TO ADAM, "BE STRONG, AND BE NOT AFRAID OF HIM WHO HAS JUST COME TO YOU." 5 BUT ADAM CRIED AND SAID, "WHERE WERE YOU, O MY GOD, THAT THEY SHOULD PUNISH ME WITH SUCH BLOWS, AND THAT THIS SUFFERING SHOULD COME OVER US; OVER ME AND OVER EVE, YOUR HANDMAIDEN?" 6 THEN GOD SAID TO HIM, "O ADAM, SEE, HE IS LORD AND MASTER OF ALL YOU HAVE, HE WHO SAID, HE WOULD GIVE YOU DIVINITY. WHERE IS THIS [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR YOU? AND WHERE IS THE GIFT HE PROMISED? 7 DID IT PLEASE HIM JUST ONCE, O ADAM, TO COME TO YOU, COMFORT YOU, STRENGTHEN YOU, REJOICE WITH YOU, OR SEND HIS HOSTS TO PROTECT YOU; BECAUSE YOU HAVE OBEYED HIM, AND HAVE YIELDED TO HIS [SEXUAL] COUNSEL; AND HAVE FOLLOWED HIS COMMANDMENT AND TRANSGRESSED MINE?" 8 THEN ADAM CRIED BEFORE THE LORD, AND SAID, "O LORD BECAUSE I TRANSGRESSED A LITTLE, YOU HAVE SEVERELY PUNISHED ME IN RETURN FOR IT, I ASK YOU TO DELIVER ME OUT OF HIS HANDS; OR ELSE HAVE PITY ON ME, AND TAKE MY SOUL OUT OF MY BODY NOW IN THIS STRANGE LAND." 9 THEN GOD SAID TO ADAM, "IF ONLY THERE HAD BEEN THIS SIGHING AND PRAYING BEFORE, BEFORE YOU TRANSGRESSED! THEN WOULD YOU HAVE REST FROM THE TROUBLE IN WHICH YOU ARE NOW." 10 BUT GOD HAD PATIENCE WITH ADAM, AND LET HIM AND EVE REMAIN IN THE CAVE UNTIL THEY HAD FULFILLED THE FORTY DAYS. 11 BUT AS TO ADAM AND EVE, THEIR STRENGTH AND FLESH WITHERED FROM FASTING AND PRAYING, FROM HUNGER AND THIRST; FOR THEY HAD NOT TASTED EITHER FOOD OR DRINK SINCE THEY LEFT THE GARDEN; NOR WERE THE FUNCTIONS OF THEIR BODIES YET SETTLED; AND THEY HAD NO STRENGTH LEFT TO CONTINUE IN PRAYER FROM HUNGER, UNTIL THE END OF THE NEXT DAY TO THE FORTIETH. THEY WERE FALLEN DOWN IN THE CAVE; YET WHAT SPEECH ESCAPED FROM THEIR MOUTHS, WAS ONLY IN PRAISES. 
[bookmark: chap60]CHAPTER 60 - THE DEVIL APPEARS LIKE AN OLD MAN. HE OFFERS "A PLACE OF REST"
1 THEN ON THE EIGHTY-NINTH DAY, SATAN CAME TO THE CAVE, CLAD IN A GARMENT OF LIGHT, AND GIRT ABOUT WITH A BRIGHT GIRDLE. 2 IN HIS HANDS WAS A STAFF OF LIGHT, AND HE LOOKED MOST AWFUL; BUT HIS FACE WAS PLEASANT AND HIS SPEECH WAS SWEET. 3 HE THUS TRANSFORMED HIMSELF IN ORDER TO DECEIVE ADAM AND EVE, AND TO MAKE THEM COME OUT OF THE CAVE, BEFORE THEY HAD FULFILLED THE FORTY DAYS. 4 FOR HE SAID WITHIN HIMSELF, "NOW THAT WHEN THEY HAD FULFILLED THE FORTY DAYS' FASTING AND PRAYING, GOD WOULD RESTORE THEM TO THEIR FORMER STATE; BUT IF HE DID NOT DO SO, HE WOULD STILL BE FAVORABLE TO THEM; AND EVEN IF HE HAD NOT MERCY ON THEM, WOULD HE YET GIVE THEM SOMETHING FROM THE GARDEN TO COMFORT THEM; AS ALREADY TWICE BEFORE." 5 THEN SATAN DREW NEAR THE CAVE IN THIS FAIR APPEARANCE, AND SAID: 6 "O ADAM, GET UP, STAND UP, YOU AND EVE, AND COME ALONG WITH ME, TO A GOOD LAND; AND DON'T BE AFRAID. I AM FLESH AND BONES LIKE YOU; AND AT FIRST, I WAS A CREATURE THAT GOD CREATED. 7 AND IT WAS SO, THAT WHEN HE HAD CREATED ME, HE PLACED ME IN A GARDEN IN THE NORTH, ON THE BORDER OF THE WORLD. 8 AND HE SAID TO ME, 'STAY HERE!' AND I REMAINED THERE ACCORDING TO HIS WORD, NEITHER DID I TRANSGRESS HIS COMMANDMENT. 9 THEN HE MADE A SLUMBER TO COME OVER ME, AND HE BROUGHT YOU, O ADAM, OUT OF MY SIDE, BUT DID NOT MAKE YOU STAY WITH ME. 10 BUT GOD TOOK YOU IN HIS DIVINE HAND, AND PLACED YOU IN A GARDEN TO THE EASTWARD. 11 THEN I WORRIED ABOUT YOU, FOR THAT WHILE GOD HAD TAKEN YOU OUT OF MY SIDE, HE HAD NOT LET YOU STAY WITH ME. 12 BUT GOD SAID TO ME: 'DO NOT WORRY ABOUT ADAM, WHOM I BROUGHT OUT OF YOUR SIDE; NO HARM WILL COME TO HIM. 13 FOR NOW I HAVE BROUGHT OUT OF HIS SIDE A HELP-MEET FOR HIM; AND I HAVE GIVEN HIM JOY BY SO DOING.'" 14 THEN SATAN SAID AGAIN, "I DID NOT KNOW HOW IT IS YOU ARE IN THIS CAVE, NOR ANYTHING ABOUT THIS TRIAL THAT HAS COME OVER YOU—UNTIL GOD SAID TO ME, 'BEHOLD, ADAM HAS TRANSGRESSED, HE WHOM I HAD TAKEN OUT OF YOUR SIDE, AND EVE ALSO, WHOM I TOOK OUT OF HIS SIDE; AND I HAVE DRIVEN THEM OUT OF THE GARDEN; I HAVE MADE THEM LIVE IN A LAND OF SORROW AND MISERY, BECAUSE THEY TRANSGRESSED AGAINST ME, AND HAVE OBEYED SATAN. AND LOOK, THEY ARE IN SUFFERING UNTIL THIS DAY, THE EIGHTIETH.' 15 THEN GOD SAID TO ME, 'GET UP, GO TO THEM, AND MAKE THEM COME TO YOUR PLACE, AND SUFFER NOT THAT SATAN COME NEAR THEM, AND AFFLICT THEM. FOR THEY ARE NOW IN GREAT MISERY; AND LIE HELPLESS FROM HUNGER.' 16 HE FURTHER SAID TO ME, 'WHEN YOU HAVE TAKEN THEM TO YOURSELF, GIVE THEM TO EAT OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF LIFE, AND GIVE THEM TO DRINK OF THE WATER OF PEACE; AND CLOTHE THEM IN A GARMENT OF LIGHT, AND RESTORE THEM TO THEIR FORMER STATE OF GRACE, AND LEAVE THEM NOT IN MISERY, FOR THEY CAME FROM YOU. BUT GRIEVE NOT OVER THEM, NOR REPENT OF THAT WHICH HAS COME OVER THEM. 17 BUT WHEN I HEARD THIS, I WAS SORRY; AND MY HEART COULD NOT PATIENTLY BEAR IT FOR YOUR SAKE, O MY CHILD. 18 BUT, O ADAM, WHEN I HEARD THE NAME OF SATAN [LUCIFER OR VICTORIA], I WAS AFRAID, AND I SAID WITHIN MYSELF, I WILL NOT COME OUT BECAUSE HE MIGHT TRAP ME AS HE DID MY CHILDREN, ADAM AND EVE. 19 AND I SAID, 'O GOD, WHEN I GO TO MY CHILDREN, SATAN WILL MEET ME IN THE WAY, AND WAR AGAINST ME, AS HE DID AGAINST THEM.' 20 THEN GOD SAID TO ME, 'FEAR NOT; WHEN YOU FIND HIM, HIT HIM WITH THE STAFF THAT IS IN THINE HAND, AND DON'T BE AFRAID OF HIM, FOR YOU ARE OF OLD STANDING, AND HE SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST YOU.' 21 THEN I SAID, 'O MY LORD, I AM OLD, AND CANNOT GO. SEND YOUR ANGELS TO BRING THEM.' 22 BUT GOD SAID TO ME, 'ANGELS, VERILY, ARE NOT LIKE THEM; AND THEY WILL NOT CONSENT TO COME WITH THEM. BUT I HAVE CHOSEN YOU, BECAUSE THEY ARE YOUR OFFSPRING AND ARE LIKE YOU, AND THEY WILL LISTEN TO WHAT YOU SAY.' 23 GOD SAID FURTHER TO ME, 'IF YOU DON'T HAVE ENOUGH STRENGTH TO WALK, I WILL SEND A CLOUD TO CARRY YOU AND SET YOU DOWN AT THE ENTRANCE OF THEIR CAVE; THEN THE CLOUD WILL RETURN AND LEAVE YOU THERE. 24 AND IF THEY WILL COME WITH YOU, I WILL SEND A CLOUD TO CARRY YOU AND THEM.' 25 THEN HE COMMANDED A CLOUD, AND IT BEAR ME UP AND BROUGHT ME TO YOU; AND THEN WENT BACK. 26 AND NOW, O MY CHILDREN, ADAM AND EVE, LOOK AT MY OLD GRAY HAIR AND AT MY FEEBLE STATE, AND AT MY COMING FROM THAT DISTANT PLACE. COME, COME WITH ME, TO A PLACE OF REST." 27 THEN HE BEGAN TO CRY AND TO SOB BEFORE ADAM AND EVE, AND HIS TEARS POURED ON THE GROUND LIKE WATER. 28 AND WHEN ADAM AND EVE RAISED THEIR EYES AND SAW HIS BEARD, AND HEARD HIS SWEET TALK, THEIR HEARTS SOFTENED TOWARDS HIM; THEY OBEYED HIM, FOR THEY BELIEVED HE WAS TRUE. 29 AND IT SEEMED TO THEM THAT THEY WERE REALLY HIS OFFSPRING, WHEN THEY SAW THAT HIS FACE WAS LIKE THEIR OWN; AND THEY TRUSTED HIM. 
[bookmark: chap61]CHAPTER 61 - THEY BEGIN TO FOLLOW SATAN
1 THEN HE TOOK ADAM AND EVE BY THE HAND, AND BEGAN TO BRING THEM OUT OF THE CAVE. 2 BUT WHEN THEY HAD COME A LITTLE-WAYS OUT OF IT, GOD KNEW THAT SATAN HAD OVERCOME THEM, AND HAD BROUGHT THEM OUT BEFORE THE FORTY DAYS WERE ENDED, TO TAKE THEM TO SOME DISTANT PLACE, AND TO DESTROY THEM. 3 THEN THE WORD OF THE LORD GOD AGAIN CAME AND CURSED SATAN, AND DROVE HIM AWAY FROM THEM. 4 AND GOD BEGAN TO SPEAK TO ADAM AND EVE, SAYING TO THEM, "WHAT MADE YOU COME OUT OF THE CAVE, TO THIS PLACE?" 5 THEN ADAM SAID TO GOD, "DID YOU CREATE A MAN BEFORE US? FOR WHEN WE WERE IN THE CAVE THERE SUDDENLY CAME TO US A FRIENDLY OLD MAN WHO SAID TO US, 'I AM A MESSENGER FROM GOD TO YOU, TO BRING YOU BACK TO SOME PLACE OF REST.' 6 AND WE BELIEVED, O GOD, THAT HE WAS A MESSENGER FROM YOU; AND WE CAME OUT WITH HIM; AND KNEW NOT WHERE WE SHOULD GO WITH HIM." 7 THEN GOD SAID TO ADAM, "SEE, THAT IS THE FATHER OF EVIL ARTS, WHO BROUGHT YOU AND EVE OUT OF THE GARDEN OF DELIGHTS. AND NOW, INDEED, WHEN HE SAW THAT YOU AND EVE BOTH JOINED TOGETHER IN FASTING AND PRAYING, AND THAT YOU CAME NOT OUT OF THE CAVE BEFORE THE END OF THE FORTY DAYS, HE WISHED TO MAKE YOUR [SEXLESS] PURPOSE VEIN, TO BREAK YOUR MUTUAL BOND; TO CUT OFF ALL HOPE FROM YOU, AND TO DRIVE YOU TO SOME PLACE WHERE HE MIGHT DESTROY YOU. 8 BECAUSE HE COULDN'T DO ANYTHING TO YOU UNLESS HE SHOWED HIMSELF IN THE LIKENESS OF YOU. 9 THEREFORE HE CAME TO YOU WITH A FACE LIKE YOUR OWN, AND BEGAN TO GIVE YOU TOKENS AS IF THEY WERE ALL TRUE. 10 BUT BECAUSE I AM MERCIFUL AND AM FAVORABLE TO YOU, I DID NOT ALLOW HIM TO DESTROY YOU; INSTEAD I DROVE HIM AWAY FROM YOU. 11 NOW, THEREFORE, O ADAM, TAKE EVE, AND RETURN TO YOUR CAVE, AND REMAIN IN IT UNTIL THE MORNING AFTER THE FORTIETH DAY. AND WHEN YOU COME OUT, GO TOWARDS THE EASTERN GATE OF THE GARDEN." 12 THEN ADAM AND EVE WORSHIPPED GOD, AND PRAISED AND BLESSED HIM FOR THE DELIVERANCE THAT HAD COME TO THEM FROM HIM. AND THEY RETURNED TOWARDS THE CAVE. THIS HAPPENED IN THE EVENING OF THE THIRTY-NINTH DAY. 13 THEN ADAM AND EVE STOOD UP AND WITH A FIERY [SEXLESS] PASSION, PRAYED TO GOD, TO GIVE THEM STRENGTH; FOR THEY HAD BECOME WEAK BECAUSE OF HUNGER AND THIRST AND PRAYER. BUT THEY WATCHED THE WHOLE OF THAT NIGHT PRAYING, UNTIL MORNING. 14 THEN ADAM SAID TO EVE, "GET UP, LET US GO TOWARDS THE EASTERN GATE OF THE GARDEN AS GOD TOLD US." 15 AND THEY SAID THEIR PRAYERS AS THEY WERE ACCUSTOMED TO DO EVERY DAY; AND THEY LEFT THE CAVE TO GO NEAR TO THE EASTERN GATE OF THE GARDEN. 16 THEN ADAM AND EVE STOOD UP AND PRAYED, AND APPEALED TO GOD TO STRENGTHEN THEM, AND TO SEND THEM SOMETHING TO SATISFY THEIR HUNGER. 17 BUT AFTER THEY FINISHED THEIR PRAYERS, THEY WERE TOO WEAK TO MOVE. 18 THEN CAME THE WORD OF GOD AGAIN, AND SAID TO THEM, "O ADAM, GET UP, GO AND BRING THE TWO FIGS HERE." 19 THEN ADAM AND EVE GOT UP, AND WENT UNTIL THEY CAME NEAR TO THE CAVE. 
[bookmark: chap62]CHAPTER 62 - TWO FRUIT TREES
1 BUT SATAN THE WICKED WAS ENVIOUS, BECAUSE OF THE CONSOLATION GOD HAD GIVEN THEM. 2 SO HE PREVENTED THEM, AND WENT INTO THE CAVE AND TOOK THE TWO FIGS, AND BURIED THEM OUTSIDE THE CAVE, SO THAT ADAM AND EVE SHOULD NOT FIND THEM. HE ALSO HAD IN HIS [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS TO DESTROY THEM. 3 BUT BY GOD'S MERCY, AS SOON AS THOSE TWO FIGS WERE IN THE GROUND, GOD DEFEATED SATAN'S [SEXUAL] COUNSEL REGARDING THEM; AND MADE THEM INTO TWO FRUIT TREES, THAT OVERSHADOWED THE CAVE. FOR SATAN HAD BURIED THEM ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF IT. 4 THEN WHEN THE TWO TREES WERE GROWN, AND WERE COVERED WITH FRUIT, SATAN GRIEVED AND MOURNED, AND SAID, "IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER TO HAVE LEFT THOSE FIGS WHERE THEY WERE; FOR NOW, BEHOLD, THEY HAVE BECOME TWO FRUIT TREES, WHEREOF ADAM WILL EAT ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE. WHEREAS I HAD IN MIND, WHEN I BURIED THEM, TO DESTROY THEM ENTIRELY, AND TO HIDE THEM FOREVER. 5 BUT GOD HAS OVERTURNED MY [SEXUAL] COUNSEL; AND WOULD NOT THAT THIS SACRED FRUIT SHOULD PERISH; AND HE HAS MADE PLAIN MY [SEXUAL] INTENTION, AND HAS DEFEATED THE [SEXUAL] COUNSEL I HAD FORMED AGAINST HIS SERVANTS." 6 THEN SATAN WENT AWAY ASHAMED BECAUSE HE HADN'T [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT HIS PLANS ALL THE WAY THROUGH. 
[bookmark: chap63]CHAPTER 63 - THE FIRST JOY OF TREES
1 BUT ADAM AND EVE, AS THEY GOT CLOSER TO THE CAVE, SAW TWO FIG TREES, COVERED WITH FRUIT, AND OVERSHADOWING THE CAVE. 2 THEN ADAM SAID TO EVE, "IT SEEMS TO ME THAT WE HAVE GONE THE WRONG WAY. WHEN DID THESE TWO TREES GROW HERE? IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THE ENEMY WISHES TO LEAD US THE WRONG WAY. DO YOU SUPPOSE THAT THERE IS ANOTHER CAVE BESIDES THIS ONE IN THE EARTH? 3 YET, O EVE, LET US GO INTO THE CAVE, AND FIND IN IT THE TWO FIGS; FOR THIS IS OUR CAVE, IN WHICH WE WERE. BUT IF WE SHOULD NOT FIND THE TWO FIGS IN IT, THEN IT CANNOT BE OUR CAVE." 4 THEY WENT THEN INTO THE CAVE, AND LOOKED INTO THE FOUR CORNERS OF IT, BUT FOUND NOT THE TWO FIGS. 5 AND ADAM CRIED AND SAID TO EVE, "DID WE GO TO THE WRONG CAVE, THEN, O EVE? IT SEEMS TO ME THESE TWO FIG TREES ARE THE TWO FIGS THAT WERE IN THE CAVE." AND EVE SAID, "I, FOR MY PART, DO NOT KNOW." 6 THEN ADAM STOOD UP AND PRAYED AND SAID, "O GOD, YOU COMMANDED US TO COME BACK TO THE CAVE, TO TAKE THE TWO FIGS, AND THEN TO RETURN TO YOU. 7 BUT NOW, WE HAVE NOT FOUND THEM. O GOD, HAVE YOU TAKEN THEM, AND SOWN THESE TWO TREES, OR HAVE WE GONE ASTRAY IN THE EARTH; OR HAS THE ENEMY DECEIVED US? IF IT BE REAL, THEN, O GOD, REVEAL TO US THE SECRET OF THESE TWO TREES AND OF THE TWO FIGS." 8 THEN CAME THE WORD OF GOD TO ADAM, AND SAID TO HIM, "O ADAM, WHEN I SENT YOU TO FETCH THE FIGS, SATAN WENT BEFORE YOU TO THE CAVE, TOOK THE FIGS, AND BURIED THEM OUTSIDE, EASTWARD OF THE CAVE, [SEXUALLY] THINKING TO DESTROY THEM; AND NOT SOWING THEM WITH GOOD [SEXLESS] INTENT. 9 NOT FOR HIS MERE SAKE, THEN, HAVE THESE TREES GROWN UP AT ONCE; BUT I HAD MERCY ON YOU AND I COMMANDED THEM TO GROW. AND THEY GREW TO BE TWO LARGE TREES, THAT YOU BE OVERSHADOWED BY THEIR BRANCHES, AND FIND REST; AND THAT I MADE YOU SEE MY POWER AND MY MARVELOUS WORKS. 10 AND, ALSO, TO SHOW YOU SATAN'S MEANNESS, AND HIS EVIL WORKS, FOR EVER SINCE YOU CAME OUT OF THE GARDEN, HE HAS NOT CEASED, NO, NOT ONE DAY, FROM DOING YOU SOME HARM. BUT I HAVE NOT GIVEN HIM POWER OVER YOU." 11 AND GOD SAID, "FROM NOW ON, O ADAM, REJOICE ON ACCOUNT OF THE TREES, YOU AND EVE; AND REST UNDER THEM WHEN YOU FEEL WEARY. BUT DO NOT EAT ANY OF THEIR FRUIT OR COME NEAR THEM." 12 THEN ADAM CRIED, AND SAID, "O GOD, WILL YOU AGAIN KILL US, OR WILL YOU DRIVE US AWAY FROM BEFORE YOUR FACE, AND CUT OUR LIFE FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH? 13 O GOD, I BEG YOU, IF YOU KNOW THAT THERE BE IN THESE TREES EITHER DEATH OR SOME OTHER EVIL, AS AT THE FIRST TIME, ROOT THEM UP FROM NEAR OUR CAVE, AND WITH THEM; AND LEAVE US TO DIE OF THE HEAT, OF HUNGER AND OF THIRST. 14 FOR WE KNOW YOUR MARVELOUS WORKS, O GOD, THAT THEY ARE GREAT, AND THAT BY YOUR POWER YOU CAN BRING ONE THING OUT OF ANOTHER, WITHOUT ONE'S WISH. FOR YOUR POWER CAN MAKE ROCKS TO BECOME TREES, AND TREES TO BECOME ROCKS." 
[bookmark: chap64]CHAPTER 64 - ADAM AND EVE PARTAKE OF THE FIRST EARTHLY FOOD
1 THEN GOD LOOKED AT ADAM AND AT HIS STRENGTH OF MIND, AT HIS ENDURANCE OF HUNGER AND THIRST, AND OF THE HEAT. AND HE CHANGED THE TWO FIG TREES INTO TWO FIGS, AS THEY WERE AT FIRST, AND THEN SAID TO ADAM AND TO EVE, "EACH OF YOU MAY TAKE ONE FIG." AND THEY TOOK THEM, AS THE LORD COMMANDED THEM. 2 AND HE SAID TO THEM, "YOU MUST NOW GO INTO THE CAVE AND EAT THE FIGS, AND SATISFY YOUR HUNGER, OR ELSE YOU WILL DIE." 3 SO, AS GOD COMMANDED THEM, THEY WENT INTO THE CAVE ABOUT SUNSET. AND ADAM AND EVE STOOD UP AND PRAYED DURING THE SETTING SUN. 4 THEN THEY SAT DOWN TO EAT THE FIGS; BUT THEY KNEW NOT HOW TO EAT THEM; FOR THEY WERE NOT ACCUSTOMED TO EAT EARTHLY FOOD. THEY WERE AFRAID THAT IF THEY ATE, THEIR STOMACH WOULD BE BURDENED AND THEIR FLESH THICKENED, AND THEIR HEARTS WOULD TAKE TO LIKING EARTHLY FOOD. 5 BUT WHILE THEY WERE THUS SEATED, GOD, OUT OF PITY FOR THEM, SENT THEM HIS ANGEL, SO THEY WOULDN'T PERISH OF HUNGER AND THIRST. 6 AND THE ANGEL SAID TO ADAM AND EVE, "GOD SAYS TO YOU THAT YOU DO NOT HAVE THE STRENGTH THAT WOULD BE REQUIRED TO FAST UNTIL DEATH; EAT, THEREFORE, AND STRENGTHEN YOUR BODIES; FOR YOU ARE NOW ANIMAL FLESH AND CANNOT SUBSIST WITHOUT FOOD AND DRINK." 7 THEN ADAM AND EVE TOOK THE FIGS AND BEGAN TO EAT OF THEM. BUT GOD HAD PUT INTO THEM A MIXTURE AS OF SAVORY BREAD AND BLOOD. 8 THEN THE ANGEL WENT FROM ADAM AND EVE, WHO ATE OF THE FIGS UNTIL THEY HAD SATISFIED THEIR HUNGER. THEN THEY PUT ASIDE WHAT WAS LEFT; BUT BY THE POWER OF GOD, THE FIGS BECAME WHOLE AGAIN, BECAUSE GOD BLESSED THEM. 9 AFTER THIS ADAM AND EVE GOT UP, AND PRAYED WITH A JOYFUL HEART AND RENEWED STRENGTH, AND PRAISED AND REJOICED ABUNDANTLY THE WHOLE OF THAT NIGHT. AND THIS WAS THE END OF THE EIGHTY-THIRD DAY. 
[bookmark: chap65]CHAPTER 65 - ADAM AND EVE ACQUIRE DIGESTIVE ORGANS. FINAL HOPE OF RETURNING TO THE GARDEN IS LOST
1 AND WHEN IT WAS DAY, THEY GOT UP AND PRAYED, AFTER THEIR CUSTOM, AND THEN WENT OUT OF THE CAVE. 2 BUT THEY BECAME SICK FROM THE FOOD THEY HAD EATEN BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT USED TO IT, SO THEY WENT ABOUT IN THE CAVE SAYING TO EACH OTHER: 3 "WHAT HAS OUR EATING CAUSED TO HAPPEN TO US, THAT WE SHOULD BE IN SUCH PAIN? WE ARE IN MISERY, WE SHALL DIE! IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER FOR US TO HAVE DIED KEEPING OUR BODIES PURE THAN TO HAVE EATEN AND DEFILED THEM WITH FOOD." 4 THEN ADAM SAID TO EVE, "THIS PAIN DID NOT COME TO US IN THE GARDEN, NEITHER DID WE EAT SUCH BAD FOOD THERE. DO YOU [SEXUALLY] THINK, O EVE, THAT GOD WILL PLAGUE US THROUGH THE FOOD THAT IS IN US, OR THAT OUR INNARDS WILL COME OUT; OR THAT GOD MEANS TO KILL US WITH THIS PAIN BEFORE HE HAS FULFILLED HIS PROMISE TO US?" 5 THEN ADAM BESOUGHT THE LORD AND SAID, "O LORD, LET US NOT PERISH THROUGH THE FOOD WE HAVE EATEN. O LORD, DON'T PUNISH US; BUT DEAL WITH US ACCORDING TO YOUR GREAT MERCY, AND FORSAKE US NOT UNTIL THE DAY OF THE PROMISE YOU HAVE MADE US." 6 THEN GOD LOOKED AT THEM, AND THEN FITTED THEM FOR EATING FOOD AT ONCE; AS TO THIS DAY; SO THAT THEY SHOULD NOT PERISH. 7 THEN ADAM AND EVE CAME BACK INTO THE CAVE SORROWFUL AND CRYING BECAUSE OF THE ALTERATION OF THEIR BODIES. AND THEY BOTH KNEW FROM THAT HOUR THAT THEY WERE ALTERED BEINGS, THAT ALL HOPE OF RETURNING TO THE GARDEN WAS NOW LOST; AND THAT THEY COULD NOT ENTER IT. 8 FOR THAT NOW THEIR BODIES HAD STRANGE FUNCTIONS; AND ALL FLESH THAT REQUIRES FOOD AND DRINK FOR ITS EXISTENCE, CANNOT BE IN THE GARDEN. 9 THEN ADAM SAID TO EVE, "BEHOLD, OUR HOPE IS NOW LOST; AND SO IS OUR TRUST TO ENTER THE GARDEN. WE NO LONGER BELONG TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE GARDEN; BUT FROM NOW ON WE ARE EARTHY AND OF THE DUST, AND OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH. WE SHALL NOT RETURN TO THE GARDEN, UNTIL THE DAY IN WHICH GOD HAS PROMISED TO SAVE US, AND TO BRING US AGAIN INTO THE GARDEN, AS HE PROMISED US." 10 THEN THEY PRAYED TO GOD THAT HE WOULD HAVE MERCY ON THEM; AFTER WHICH, THEIR MIND WAS QUIETED, THEIR HEARTS WERE BROKEN, AND THEIR LONGING WAS COOLED DOWN; AND THEY WERE LIKE STRANGERS ON EARTH. THAT NIGHT ADAM AND EVE SPENT IN THE CAVE, WHERE THEY SLEPT HEAVILY BY REASON OF THE FOOD THEY HAD EATEN. 
[bookmark: chap66]CHAPTER 66 - ADAM DOES HIS FIRST DAY'S WORK
1 WHEN IT WAS MORNING, THE DAY AFTER THEY HAD EATEN FOOD, ADAM AND EVE PRAYED IN THE CAVE, AND ADAM SAID TO EVE, "LOOK, WE ASKED FOR FOOD OF GOD, AND HE GAVE IT. BUT NOW LET US ALSO ASK HIM TO GIVE US A DRINK OF WATER." 2 THEN THEY GOT UP, AND WENT TO THE BANK OF THE STREAM OF WATER, THAT WAS ON THE SOUTH BORDER OF THE GARDEN, IN WHICH THEY HAD BEFORE THROWN THEMSELVES. AND THEY STOOD ON THE BANK, AND PRAYED TO GOD THAT HE WOULD COMMAND THEM TO DRINK OF THE WATER. 3 THEN THE WORD OF GOD CAME TO ADAM, AND SAID TO HIM, "O ADAM, YOUR BODY HAS BECOME BRUTISH, AND REQUIRES WATER TO DRINK. TAKE SOME AND DRINK IT, YOU AND EVE, THEN GIVE THANKS AND PRAISE." 4 ADAM AND EVE THEN WENT DOWN TO THE STREAM AND DRANK FROM IT, UNTIL THEIR BODIES FELT REFRESHED. AFTER HAVING DRUNK, THEY PRAISED GOD, AND THEN RETURNED TO THEIR CAVE, AFTER THEIR FORMER CUSTOM. THIS HAPPENED AT THE END OF EIGHTY-THREE DAYS. 5 THEN ON THE EIGHTY-FOURTH DAY, THEY TOOK THE TWO FIGS AND HUNG THEM IN THE CAVE, TOGETHER WITH THE LEAVES THEREOF, TO BE TO THEM A SIGN AND A BLESSING FROM GOD. AND THEY PLACED THEM THERE SO THAT IF THEIR DESCENDANTS CAME THERE, THEY WOULD SEE THE WONDERFUL THINGS GOD HAD DONE FOR THEM. 6 THEN ADAM AND EVE AGAIN STOOD OUTSIDE THE CAVE, AND ASKED GOD TO SHOW THEM SOME FOOD WITH WHICH THEY COULD NOURISH THEIR BODIES. 7 THEN THE WORD OF GOD CAME AND SAID TO HIM, "O ADAM, GO DOWN TO THE WESTWARD OF THE CAVE UNTIL YOU COME TO A LAND OF DARK SOIL, AND THERE YOU SHALL FIND FOOD." 8 AND ADAM OBEYED THE WORD OF GOD, TOOK EVE, AND WENT DOWN TO A LAND OF DARK SOIL, AND FOUND THERE, WHEAT GROWING IN THE EAR AND RIPE, AND FIGS TO EAT; AND ADAM REJOICED OVER IT. 9 THEN THE WORD OF GOD CAME AGAIN TO ADAM, AND SAID TO HIM, "TAKE SOME OF THIS WHEAT AND MAKE YOURSELVES SOME BREAD WITH IT, TO NOURISH YOUR BODY THEREWITH." AND GOD GAVE ADAM'S HEART WISDOM, TO WORK OUT THE CORN UNTIL IT BECAME BREAD. 10 ADAM ACCOMPLISHED ALL THAT, UNTIL HE GREW VERY FAINT AND WEARY. HE THEN RETURNED TO THE CAVE; REJOICING AT WHAT HE HAD LEARNED OF WHAT IS DONE WITH WHEAT, UNTIL IT IS MADE INTO BREAD FOR ONE'S USE. 
[bookmark: chap67]CHAPTER 67 - "THEN SATAN BEGAN TO LEAD ASTRAY ADAM AND EVE…"
1 WHEN ADAM AND EVE WENT DOWN TO THE LAND OF BLACK MUD AND CAME NEAR TO THE WHEAT GOD HAD SHOWED THEM AND SAW THAT IT WAS RIPE AND READY FOR REAPING, THEY DID NOT HAVE A SICKLE TO REAP IT WITH. SO, THEY READIED THEMSELVES, AND BEGAN TO PULL UP THE WHEAT BY HAND, UNTIL IT WAS ALL DONE. 2 THEN THEY HEAPED IT INTO A PILE; AND, FAINT FROM HEAT AND FROM THIRST, THEY WENT UNDER A SHADY TREE, WHERE THE BREEZE FANNED THEM TO SLEEP. 3 BUT SATAN SAW WHAT ADAM AND EVE HAD DONE. AND HE CALLED HIS HOSTS, AND SAID TO THEM, "SINCE GOD HAS SHOWN TO ADAM AND EVE ALL ABOUT THIS WHEAT, WHEREWITH TO STRENGTHEN THEIR BODIES—AND, LOOK, THEY HAVE COME AND MADE A BIG PILE OF IT, AND FAINT FROM THE TOIL ARE NOW ASLEEP—COME, LET US SET FIRE TO THIS HEAP OF CORN, AND BURN IT, AND LET US TAKE THAT BOTTLE OF WATER THAT IS BY THEM, AND EMPTY IT OUT, SO THAT THEY MAY FIND NOTHING TO DRINK, AND WE KILL THEM WITH HUNGER AND THIRST. 4 THEN, WHEN THEY WAKE UP FROM THEIR SLEEP, AND SEEK TO RETURN TO THE CAVE, WE WILL COME TO THEM IN THE WAY, AND WILL LEAD THEM ASTRAY; SO THAT THEY DIE OF HUNGER AND THIRST; WHEN THEY MAY, PERHAPS, DENY GOD, AND HE DESTROY THEM. SO, SHALL WE BE RID OF THEM." 5 THEN SATAN AND HIS HOSTS SET THE WHEAT ON FIRE AND BURNED IT UP. 6 BUT FROM THE HEAT OF THE FLAME ADAM AND EVE AWOKE FROM THEIR SLEEP, AND SAW THE WHEAT BURNING, AND THE BUCKET OF WATER BY THEM, POURED OUT. 7 THEN THEY CRIED AND WENT BACK TO THE CAVE. 8 BUT AS THEY WERE GOING UP FROM BELOW THE MOUNTAIN WHERE THEY WERE, SATAN AND HIS HOSTS MET THEM IN THE FORM OF ANGELS, PRAISING GOD. 9 THEN SATAN SAID TO ADAM, "O ADAM, WHY ARE YOU SO PAINED WITH HUNGER AND THIRST? IT SEEMS TO ME THAT SATAN HAS BURNT UP THE WHEAT." AND ADAM SAID TO HIM, "YES." 10 AGAIN SATAN SAID TO ADAM, "COME BACK WITH US; WE ARE ANGELS OF GOD. GOD SENT US TO YOU, TO SHOW YOU ANOTHER FIELD OF CORN, BETTER THAN THAT; AND BEYOND IT IS A FOUNTAIN OF GOOD WATER, AND MANY TREES, WHERE YOU SHALL LIVE NEAR IT, AND WORK THE CORN FIELD TO BETTER [SEXLESS] PURPOSE THAN THAT WHICH SATAN HAS CONSUMED." 11 ADAM [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT THAT HE WAS TRUE, AND THAT THEY WERE ANGELS WHO TALKED WITH HIM; AND HE WENT BACK WITH THEM. 12 THEN SATAN BEGAN TO LEAD ASTRAY ADAM AND EVE EIGHT DAYS, UNTIL THEY BOTH FELL DOWN AS IF DEAD, FROM HUNGER, THIRST, AND FAINTNESS. THEN HE FLED WITH HIS HOSTS, AND LEFT THEM. 
[bookmark: chap68]CHAPTER 68 - HOW DESTRUCTION AND TROUBLE IS OF SATAN WHEN HE IS THE MASTER. ADAM AND EVE ESTABLISH THE CUSTOM OF WORSHIP
1 THEN GOD LOOKED AT ADAM AND EVE, AND AT WHAT HAD COME OVER THEM FROM SATAN, AND HOW HE HAD MADE THEM PERISH. 2 GOD, THEREFORE, SENT HIS WORD, AND RAISED UP ADAM AND EVE FROM THEIR STATE OF DEATH. 3 THEN, ADAM, WHEN HE WAS RAISED, SAID, "O GOD, YOU, HAVE BURNT AND TAKEN FROM US THE CORN YOU HAVE GIVEN US, AND YOU HAVE EMPTIED OUT THE BUCKET OF WATER. AND YOU HAVE SENT YOUR ANGELS, WHO HAVE CAUSED US TO LOSE OUR WAY FROM THE CORN FIELD. WILL YOU MAKE US PERISH? IF THIS BE FROM YOU, O GOD, THEN TAKE AWAY OUR SOULS; BUT PUNISH US NOT." 4 THEN GOD SAID TO ADAM, "I DID NOT BURN DOWN THE WHEAT, AND I DID NOT POUR THE WATER OUT OF THE BUCKET, AND I DID NOT SEND MY ANGELS TO LEAD YOU ASTRAY. 5 BUT IT IS SATAN, YOUR MASTER WHO DID IT; HE TO WHOM YOU HAVE SUBJECTED YOURSELF; MY COMMANDMENT BEING MEANWHILE SET ASIDE. HE IT IS, WHO BURNT DOWN THE CORN, AND POURED OUT THE WATER, AND WHO HAS LED YOU ASTRAY; AND ALL THE PROMISES HE HAS MADE YOU WERE JUST A TRICK, A DECEPTION, AND A LIE. 6 BUT NOW, O ADAM, YOU SHALL ACKNOWLEDGE MY GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS DONE TO YOU." 7 AND GOD TOLD HIS ANGELS TO TAKE ADAM AND EVE, AND TO BEAR THEM UP TO THE FIELD OF WHEAT, WHICH THEY FOUND AS BEFORE, WITH THE BUCKET FULL OF WATER. 8 THERE THEY SAW A TREE, AND FOUND ON IT, SOLID MANNA; AND WONDERED AT GOD'S POWER. AND THE ANGELS COMMANDED THEM TO EAT OF THE MANNA WHEN THEY WERE HUNGRY. 9 AND GOD ADMONISHED SATAN WITH A CURSE, NOT TO COME AGAIN, AND DESTROY THE FIELD OF CORN. 10 THEN ADAM AND EVE TOOK OF THE CORN, AND MADE OF IT AN OFFERING, AND TOOK IT AND OFFERED IT UP ON THE MOUNTAIN, THE PLACE WHERE THEY HAD OFFERED UP THEIR FIRST OFFERING OF BLOOD. 11 AND THEY OFFERED THIS OFFERING AGAIN ON THE ALTAR THEY HAD BUILT AT FIRST. AND THEY STOOD UP AND PRAYED, AND BESOUGHT THE LORD SAYING, "THUS, O GOD, WHEN WE WERE IN THE GARDEN, OUR PRAISES WENT UP TO YOU, LIKE THIS OFFERING; AND OUR INNOCENCE WENT UP TO YOU LIKE INCENSE. BUT NOW, O GOD, ACCEPT THIS OFFERING FROM US, AND DON'T TURN US AWAY, DEPRIVED OF YOUR MERCY." 12 THEN GOD SAID TO ADAM AND EVE, "SINCE YOU HAVE MADE THIS OFFERING AND HAVE OFFERED IT TO ME, I SHALL MAKE IT MY FLESH, WHEN I COME DOWN ON EARTH TO SAVE YOU; AND I SHALL CAUSE IT TO BE OFFERED CONTINUALLY ON AN ALTAR, FOR FORGIVENESS AND FOR MERCY, FOR THOSE WHO PARTAKE OF IT DULY." 13 AND GOD SENT A BRIGHT FIRE OVER THE OFFERING OF ADAM AND EVE, AND FILLED IT WITH BRIGHTNESS, GRACE, AND LIGHT; AND THE HOLY GHOST CAME DOWN ON THAT OFFERING. 14 THEN GOD COMMANDED AN ANGEL TO TAKE FIRE TONGS, LIKE A SPOON, AND WITH IT TO TAKE AN OFFERING AND BRING IT TO ADAM AND EVE. AND THE ANGEL DID SO, AS GOD HAD COMMANDED HIM, AND OFFERED IT TO THEM. 15 AND THE SOULS OF ADAM AND EVE WERE BRIGHTENED, AND THEIR HEARTS WERE FILLED WITH JOY AND GLADNESS AND WITH THE PRAISES OF GOD. 16 AND GOD SAID TO ADAM, "THIS SHALL BE TO YOU A CUSTOM, TO DO SO, WHEN AFFLICTION AND SORROW COME OVER YOU. BUT YOUR DELIVERANCE AND YOUR ENTRANCE IN TO THE GARDEN, SHALL NOT BE UNTIL THE DAYS ARE FULFILLED AS AGREED BETWEEN YOU AND ME; WERE IT NOT SO, I WOULD, OF MY MERCY AND PITY FOR YOU, BRING YOU BACK TO MY GARDEN AND TO MY FAVOR FOR THE SAKE OF THE OFFERING YOU HAVE JUST MADE TO MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]." 17 ADAM REJOICED AT THESE [SEXLESS] WORDS WHICH HE HEARD FROM GOD; AND HE AND EVE WORSHIPPED BEFORE THE ALTAR, TO WHICH THEY BOWED, AND THEN WENT BACK TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES. 18 AND THIS TOOK PLACE AT THE END OF THE TWELFTH DAY AFTER THE EIGHTIETH DAY, FROM THE TIME ADAM AND EVE CAME OUT OF THE GARDEN. 19 AND THEY STOOD UP THE WHOLE NIGHT PRAYING UNTIL MORNING; AND THEN WENT OUT OF THE CAVE. 20 THEN ADAM SAID TO EVE, WITH JOY OF HEART, BECAUSE OF THE OFFERING THEY HAD MADE TO GOD, AND THAT HAD BEEN ACCEPTED OF HIM, "LET US DO THIS, THREE TIMES EVERY WEEK, ON THE FOURTH DAY WEDNESDAY, ON THE PREPARATION DAY FRIDAY, AND ON THE SABBATH SUNDAY, ALL THE DAYS OF OUR LIFE." 21 AND AS THEY AGREED TO THESE WORDS BETWEEN THEMSELVES, GOD WAS PLEASED WITH THEIR [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS, AND WITH THE [SEXLESS] RESOLUTION THEY HAD EACH TAKEN WITH THE OTHER. 22 AFTER THIS, CAME THE WORD OF GOD TO ADAM, AND SAID, "O ADAM, YOU HAVE DETERMINED BEFOREHAND THE DAYS IN WHICH SUFFERINGS SHALL COME OVER ME, WHEN I AM MADE FLESH; FOR THEY ARE THE FOURTH WEDNESDAY, AND THE PREPARATION DAY FRIDAY. 23 BUT AS TO THE FIRST DAY, I CREATED IN IT ALL THINGS, AND I RAISED THE HEAVENS. AND, AGAIN, THROUGH MY RISING AGAIN ON THIS DAY, WILL I CREATE JOY, AND RAISE THEM ON HIGH, WHO BELIEVE IN ME; O ADAM, OFFER THIS OFFERING, ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE." 24 THEN GOD WITHDREW HIS WORD FROM ADAM. 25 BUT ADAM CONTINUED TO OFFER THIS OFFERING THUS, EVERY WEEK THREE TIMES, UNTIL THE END OF SEVEN WEEKS. AND ON THE FIRST DAY, WHICH IS THE FIFTIETH, ADAM MADE AN OFFERING AS HE WAS ACCUSTOMED, AND HE AND EVE TOOK IT AND CAME TO THE ALTAR BEFORE GOD, AS HE HAD TAUGHT THEM. 
[bookmark: chap69]CHAPTER 69 - TWELFTH APPARITION OF SATAN TO ADAM AND EVE, WHILE ADAM WAS PRAYING OVER THE OFFERING ON THE ALTAR, WHEN SATAN BEAT HIM.
1 THEN SATAN, THE HATER OF ALL GOOD, ENVIOUS OF ADAM AND OF HIS OFFERING THROUGH WHICH HE FOUND FAVOR WITH GOD, HASTENED AND TOOK A SHARP STONE FROM AMONG THE SHARP IRON STONES; APPEARED IN THE FORM OF A MAN, AND WENT AND STOOD BY ADAM AND EVE. 2 ADAM WAS THEN OFFERING ON THE ALTAR, AND HAD BEGUN TO PRAY, WITH HIS HANDS SPREAD BEFORE GOD. 3 THEN SATAN HASTENED WITH THE SHARP IRON STONE HE HAD WITH HIM, AND WITH IT, PIERCED ADAM ON THE RIGHT SIDE, FROM WHICH FLOWED BLOOD AND WATER, THEN ADAM FELL ON THE ALTAR LIKE A CORPSE. AND SATAN FLED. 4 THEN EVE CAME, AND TOOK ADAM AND PLACED HIM BELOW THE ALTAR. AND THERE SHE STAYED, CRYING OVER HIM; WHILE A STREAM OF BLOOD FLOWED FROM ADAM'S SIDE OVER HIS OFFERING. 5 BUT GOD LOOKED AT THE DEATH OF ADAM. HE THEN SENT HIS WORD, AND RAISED HIM UP AND SAID TO HIM, "FULFIL YOUR OFFERING, FOR INDEED, ADAM, IT IS WORTH MUCH, AND THERE IS NO SHORTCOMING IN IT." 6 GOD SAID FURTHER TO ADAM, "THUS WILL IT ALSO HAPPEN TO ME, ON THE EARTH, WHEN I SHALL BE PIERCED AND BLOOD AND WATER SHALL FLOW FROM MY SIDE AND RUN OVER MY BODY, WHICH IS THE TRUE OFFERING; AND WHICH SHALL BE OFFERED ON THE ALTAR AS A PERFECT OFFERING." 7 THEN GOD COMMANDED ADAM TO FINISH HIS OFFERING, AND WHEN HE HAD ENDED IT HE WORSHIPPED BEFORE GOD, AND PRAISED HIM FOR THE SIGNS HE HAD SHOWED HIM. 8 AND GOD HEALED ADAM IN ONE DAY, WHICH IS THE END OF THE SEVEN WEEKS; AND THAT IS THE FIFTIETH DAY. 9 THEN ADAM AND EVE RETURNED FROM THE MOUNTAIN, AND WENT INTO THE CAVE OF TREASURES, AS THEY WERE USED TO DO. THIS COMPLETED FOR ADAM AND EVE, ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY DAYS SINCE THEIR COMING OUT OF THE GARDEN. 10 THEN THEY BOTH STOOD UP THAT NIGHT AND PRAYED TO GOD. AND WHEN IT WAS MORNING, THEY WENT OUT, AND WENT DOWN WESTWARD OF THE CAVE, TO THE PLACE WHERE THEIR CORN WAS, AND THERE RESTED UNDER THE SHADOW OF A TREE, AS THEY WERE ACCUSTOMED. 11 BUT WHEN THERE A MULTITUDE OF BEASTS CAME ALL AROUND THEM. IT WAS SATAN'S DOING, IN HIS WICKEDNESS; IN ORDER TO WAGE WAR AGAINST ADAM THROUGH MARRIAGE. 
[bookmark: chap70]CHAPTER 70 - THIRTEENTH APPARITION OF SATAN, TO TRICK ADAM INTO MARRYING EVE
1 AFTER THIS SATAN, THE HATER OF ALL GOOD, TOOK THE FORM OF AN ANGEL, AND WITH HIM TWO OTHERS, SO THAT THEY LOOKED LIKE THE THREE ANGELS WHO HAD BROUGHT TO ADAM GOLD, INCENSE, AND MYRRH. 2 THEY PASSED BEFORE ADAM AND EVE WHILE THEY WERE UNDER THE TREE, AND GREETED ADAM AND EVE WITH FAIR [SEXUAL] WORDS THAT WERE FULL OF DECEIT. 3 BUT WHEN ADAM AND EVE SAW THEIR PLEASANT EXPRESSION, AND HEARD THEIR SWEET SPEECH, ADAM ROSE, WELCOMED THEM, AND BROUGHT THEM TO EVE, AND THEY REMAINED ALL TOGETHER; ADAM'S HEART THE WHILE, BEING GLAD BECAUSE HE [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT CONCERNING THEM, THAT THEY WERE THE SAME ANGELS, WHO HAD BROUGHT HIM GOLD, INCENSE, AND MYRRH. 4 BECAUSE, WHEN THEY CAME TO ADAM THE FIRST TIME, THERE CAME OVER HIM FROM THEM, PEACE AND JOY, THROUGH THEIR BRINGING HIM GOOD TOKENS; SO, ADAM [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT THAT THEY HAD COME A SECOND TIME TO GIVE HIM OTHER TOKENS FOR HIM TO REJOICE THEREWITH. FOR HE DID NOT KNOW IT WAS SATAN; THEREFORE, HE RECEIVED THEM WITH JOY AND CONSORTED WITH THEM. 5 THEN SATAN, THE TALLEST OF THEM, SAID, "REJOICE, O ADAM, AND BE GLAD. LOOK, GOD HAS SENT US TO YOU TO TELL YOU SOMETHING." 6 AND ADAM SAID, "WHAT IS IT?" THEN SATAN ANSWERED, "IT IS A SIMPLE THING, YET IT IS THE WORD OF GOD, WILL YOU ACCEPT IT FROM US AND DO IT? BUT IF YOU WILL NOT ACCEPT IT, WE WILL RETURN TO GOD, AND TELL HIM THAT YOU WOULD NOT RECEIVE HIS WORD." 7 AND SATAN SAID AGAIN TO ADAM, "DON'T BE AFRAID AND DON'T TREMBLE; DON'T YOU KNOW US?" 8 BUT ADAM SAID, "I DO NOT KNOW YOU." 9 THEN SATAN SAID TO HIM, "I AM THE ANGEL THAT BROUGHT YOU GOLD, AND TOOK IT TO THE CAVE; THIS OTHER ANGEL IS THE ONE THAT BROUGHT YOU INCENSE; AND THAT THIRD ANGEL, IS THE ONE WHO BROUGHT YOU MYRRH WHEN YOU WERE ON TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN, AND WHO CARRIED YOU TO THE CAVE. 10 BUT AS TO THE OTHER ANGELS OUR FELLOWS, WHO BARE YOU TO THE CAVE, GOD HAS NOT SENT THEM WITH US THIS TIME; FOR HE SAID TO US, 'YOU WILL BE ENOUGH.'" 11 SO WHEN ADAM HEARD THESE WORDS HE BELIEVED THEM, AND SAID TO THESE ANGELS, "SPEAK THE WORD OF GOD, THAT I MAY RECEIVE IT." 12 AND SATAN SAID TO HIM, "SWEAR, AND PROMISE ME THAT YOU WILL RECEIVE IT." 13 THEN ADAM SAID, "I DO NOT KNOW HOW TO SWEAR AND PROMISE." 14 AND SATAN SAID TO HIM, "HOLD OUT YOUR HAND, AND PUT IT INSIDE MY HAND." 15 THEN ADAM HELD OUT HIS HAND, AND PUT IT INTO SATAN'S HAND; WHEN SATAN SAID TO HIM, "SAY, NOW—SO TRUE AS GOD IS LIVING, RATIONAL, AND SPEAKING, WHO RAISED THE STARS IN HEAVEN, AND ESTABLISHED THE DRY GROUND ON THE WATERS, AND HAS CREATED ME OUT OF THE FOUR ELEMENTS*, AND OUT OF THE DUST OF THE EARTH—I WILL NOT BREAK MY PROMISE, NOR RENOUNCE MY WORD." 16 AND ADAM SWORE THUS. 17 THEN SATAN SAID TO HIM, "LOOK, IT IS NOW SOME TIME SINCE YOU CAME OUT OF THE GARDEN, AND YOU KNOW NEITHER WICKEDNESS NOR EVIL. BUT NOW GOD SAYS TO YOU, TO TAKE EVE WHO CAME OUT OF YOUR SIDE, AND TO MARRY HER SO THAT SHE WILL BEAR YOU CHILDREN, TO COMFORT YOU, AND TO DRIVE FROM YOU TROUBLE AND SORROW; NOW THIS THING IS NOT DIFFICULT, NEITHER IS THERE ANY SCANDAL IN IT TO YOU. 
[bookmark: chap71]CHAPTER 71 - ADAM IS TROUBLED BY THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF MARRYING EVE
1 BUT WHEN ADAM HEARD THESE [SEXUAL] WORDS FROM SATAN, HE SORROWED MUCH, BECAUSE OF HIS OATH AND OF HIS PROMISE, AND SAID, "SHALL I COMMIT ADULTERY WITH MY FLESH AND MY BONES, AND SHALL I [SEXUALLY] SIN AGAINST MYSELF, FOR GOD TO DESTROY ME, AND TO BLOT ME OUT FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH? 2 SINCE, WHEN AT FIRST, I ATE OF THE TREE, HE DROVE ME OUT OF THE GARDEN INTO THIS STRANGE LAND, AND DEPRIVED ME OF MY BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE, AND BROUGHT DEATH OVER ME. IF, THEN, I SHOULD DO THIS, HE WILL CUT OFF MY LIFE FROM THE EARTH, AND HE WILL CAST ME INTO HELL, AND WILL PLAGUE ME THERE A LONG TIME. 3 BUT GOD NEVER SPOKE THE [SEXUAL] WORDS THAT YOU HAVE SAID; AND YOU ARE NOT GOD'S ANGELS, AND YOU WEREN'T SENT FROM HIM. BUT YOU ARE DEVILS THAT HAVE COME TO ME UNDER THE FALSE APPEARANCE OF ANGELS. AWAY FROM ME; YOU CURSED OF GOD!" 4 THEN THOSE DEVILS FLED FROM BEFORE ADAM. AND HE AND EVE GOT UP, AND RETURNED TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES, AND WENT INTO IT. 5 THEN ADAM SAID TO EVE, "IF YOU SAW WHAT I DID, DON'T TELL ANYONE; FOR I [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST GOD IN SWEARING BY HIS GREAT NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND I HAVE PLACED MY HAND ANOTHER TIME INTO THAT OF SATAN." EVE, THEN, HELD HER PEACE, AS ADAM TOLD HER. 6 THEN ADAM GOT UP, AND SPREAD HIS HANDS BEFORE GOD, BESEECHING AND ENTREATING HIM WITH TEARS, TO FORGIVE HIM WHAT HE HAD DONE. AND ADAM REMAINED THUS STANDING AND PRAYING FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS. HE NEITHER ATE NOR DRANK UNTIL HE DROPPED DOWN ON THE GROUND FROM HUNGER AND THIRST. 7 THEN GOD SENT HIS WORD TO ADAM, WHO RAISED HIM UP FROM WHERE HE LAY, AND SAID TO HIM, "O ADAM, WHY HAVE YOU SWORN BY MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND WHY HAVE YOU MADE AGREEMENT WITH SATAN [LUCIFER OR VICTORIA] ANOTHER TIME?" 8 BUT ADAM CRIED, AND SAID, "O GOD, FORGIVE ME, FOR I DID THIS UNWITTINGLY; BELIEVING THEY WERE GOD'S ANGELS." 9 AND GOD FORGAVE ADAM, SAYING TO HIM, "BEWARE OF SATAN." 10 AND HE WITHDREW HIS WORD FROM ADAM. 11 THEN ADAM'S HEART WAS COMFORTED; AND HE TOOK EVE, AND THEY WENT OUT OF THE CAVE, TO PREPARE SOME FOOD FOR THEIR BODIES. 12 BUT FROM THAT DAY ADAM STRUGGLED IN HIS MIND ABOUT HIS MARRYING EVE; AFRAID THAT IF HE WAS TO DO IT, GOD WOULD BE ANGRY WITH HIM. 13 THEN ADAM AND EVE WENT TO THE RIVER OF WATER, AND SAT ON THE BANK, AS PEOPLE DO WHEN THEY ENJOY THEMSELVES. 14 BUT SATAN WAS JEALOUS OF THEM; AND PLANNED TO DESTROY THEM. 
[bookmark: chap72]CHAPTER 72 - ADAM'S HEART IS SET ON FIRE. SATAN APPEARS AS BEAUTIFUL MAIDENS
1 THEN SATAN, AND TEN FROM HIS HOSTS, TRANSFORMED THEMSELVES INTO MAIDENS, UNLIKE ANY OTHERS IN THE WHOLE WORLD FOR GRACE. 2 THEY CAME UP OUT OF THE RIVER IN PRESENCE OF ADAM AND EVE, AND THEY SAID AMONG THEMSELVES, "COME, WE WILL LOOK AT THE FACES OF ADAM AND EVE, WHO ARE OF THE MEN ON EARTH. HOW BEAUTIFUL THEY ARE, AND HOW DIFFERENT IS THEIR LOOK FROM OUR OWN FACES." THEN THEY CAME TO ADAM AND EVE, AND GREETED THEM; AND STOOD WONDERING AT THEM. 3 ADAM AND EVE LOOKED AT THEM ALSO, AND WONDERED AT THEIR BEAUTY, AND SAID, "IS THERE, THEN, UNDER US, ANOTHER WORLD, WITH SUCH BEAUTIFUL CREATURES AS THESE IN IT?" 4 AND THOSE MAIDENS SAID TO ADAM AND EVE, "YES, INDEED, WE ARE AN ABUNDANT CREATION." 5 THEN ADAM SAID TO THEM, "BUT HOW DO YOU MULTIPLY?" 6 AND THEY ANSWERED HIM, "WE HAVE HUSBANDS WHO HAVE MARRIED US, AND WE BEAR THEM CHILDREN, WHO GROW UP, AND WHO IN THEIR TURN MARRY AND ARE MARRIED, AND ALSO BEAR CHILDREN; AND THUS, WE INCREASE. AND IF SO BE, O ADAM, YOU WILL NOT BELIEVE US, WE WILL SHOW YOU OUR HUSBANDS AND OUR CHILDREN." 7 THEN THEY SHOUTED OVER THE RIVER AS IF TO CALL THEIR HUSBANDS AND THEIR CHILDREN, WHO CAME UP FROM THE RIVER, MEN AND CHILDREN; AND EVERY MAN CAME TO HIS WIFE, HIS CHILDREN BEING WITH HIM. 8 BUT WHEN ADAM AND EVE SAW THEM, THEY STOOD DUMB, AND WONDERED AT THEM. 9 THEN THEY SAID TO ADAM AND EVE, "SEE ALL OUR HUSBANDS AND OUR CHILDREN? YOU SHOULD MARRY EVE, AS WE HAVE MARRIED OUR HUSBANDS, SO THAT YOU WILL HAVE CHILDREN AS WE HAVE." THIS WAS A [SEXUAL] DEVICE OF SATAN TO DECEIVE ADAM. 10 SATAN ALSO [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT WITHIN HIMSELF, "GOD AT FIRST COMMANDED ADAM CONCERNING THE FRUIT OF THE TREE, SAYING TO HIM, 'EAT NOT OF IT; ELSE OF DEATH YOU SHALL DIE.' BUT ADAM ATE OF IT, AND YET GOD DID NOT KILL HIM; HE ONLY DECREED ON HIM DEATH, AND PLAGUES AND TRIALS, UNTIL THE DAY HE SHALL COME OUT OF HIS BODY. 11 NOW, THEN, IF I DECEIVE HIM TO DO THIS THING, AND TO MARRY EVE WITHOUT GOD'S PERMISSION, GOD WILL KILL HIM THEN." 12 THEREFORE SATAN WORKED THIS APPARITION BEFORE ADAM AND EVE; BECAUSE HE SOUGHT TO KILL HIM, AND TO MAKE HIM DISAPPEAR FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH. 13 MEANWHILE THE FIRE OF [SEXUAL] SIN CAME OVER ADAM, AND HE [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT OF COMMITTING [SEXUAL] SIN. BUT HE RESTRAINED HIMSELF, FEARING THAT IF HE FOLLOWED THIS ADVICE OF SATAN, GOD WOULD PUT HIM TO DEATH. 14 THEN ADAM AND EVE GOT UP, AND PRAYED TO GOD, WHILE SATAN AND HIS HOSTS WENT DOWN INTO THE RIVER, IN PRESENCE OF ADAM AND EVE; TO LET THEM SEE THAT THEY WERE GOING BACK TO THEIR OWN WORLD. 15 THEN ADAM AND EVE WENT BACK TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES, AS THEY USUALLY DID; ABOUT EVENING TIME. 16 AND THEY BOTH GOT UP AND PRAYED TO GOD THAT NIGHT. ADAM REMAINED STANDING IN PRAYER, YET NOT KNOWING HOW TO PRAY, BY REASON OF THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS IN HIS HEART REGARDING HIS MARRYING EVE; AND HE CONTINUED SO UNTIL MORNING. 17 AND WHEN LIGHT CAME UP, ADAM SAID TO EVE, "GET UP, LET US GO BELOW THE MOUNTAIN, WHERE THEY BROUGHT US GOLD, AND LET US ASK THE LORD CONCERNING THIS MATTER." 18 THEN EVE SAID, "WHAT IS THAT MATTER, O ADAM?" 19 AND HE ANSWERED HER, "THAT I MAY REQUEST THE LORD TO INFORM ME ABOUT MARRYING YOU; FOR I WILL NOT DO IT WITHOUT HIS PERMISSION OR ELSE HE WILL MAKE US PERISH, YOU AND ME. FOR THOSE DEVILS HAVE SET MY HEART ON FIRE, WITH [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS OF WHAT THEY SHOWED US, IN THEIR [SEXUAL] SINFUL APPARITIONS. 20 THEN EVE SAID TO ADAM, "WHY NEED WE GO BELOW THE MOUNTAIN? LET US RATHER STAND UP AND PRAY IN OUR CAVE TO GOD, TO LET US KNOW WHETHER THIS COUNSEL IS GOOD OR NOT." 21 THEN ADAM ROSE UP IN PRAYER AND SAID, "O GOD, YOU KNOW THAT WE TRANSGRESSED AGAINST YOU, AND FROM THE MOMENT WE TRANSGRESSED, WE WERE STRIPPED OF OUR BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE; AND OUR BODY BECAME BRUTISH, REQUIRING FOOD AND DRINK; AND WITH ANIMAL [SEXUAL] DESIRES [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. 22 COMMAND US, O GOD, NOT TO GIVE WAY TO THEM WITHOUT YOUR PERMISSION, FOR FEAR THAT YOU WILL TURN US INTO NOTHING. BECAUSE IF YOU DO NOT GIVE US PERMISSION, WE SHALL BE OVERPOWERED, AND FOLLOW THAT ADVICE OF SATAN; AND YOU WILL AGAIN MAKE US PERISH. 23 IF NOT, THEN TAKE OUR SOULS FROM US; LET US BE RID OF THIS ANIMAL [SEXUAL] LUST. AND IF YOU GIVE US NO ORDER RESPECTING THIS THING, THEN SEVER EVE FROM ME, AND ME FROM HER; AND PLACE US EACH FAR AWAY FROM THE OTHER. 24 THEN AGAIN, O GOD, IF YOU SEPARATE US FROM EACH OTHER, THE DEVILS WILL DECEIVE US WITH THEIR APPARITIONS THAT RESEMBLE US, AND DESTROY OUR HEARTS, AND DEFILE OUR [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS TOWARDS EACH OTHER. YET IF IT IS NOT EACH OF US TOWARDS THE OTHER, IT WILL, AT ALL EVENTS, BE THROUGH THEIR APPEARANCE WHEN THE DEVILS COME TO US IN OUR LIKENESS." HERE ADAM ENDED HIS PRAYER. 
[bookmark: chap73]CHAPTER 73 - THE MARRIAGE OF ADAM AND EVE
1 THEN GOD CONSIDERED THE WORDS OF ADAM THAT THEY WERE TRUE, AND THAT HE COULD LONG AWAIT HIS ORDER, RESPECTING THE [SEXUAL] COUNSEL OF SATAN. 2 AND GOD APPROVED ADAM IN WHAT HE HAD [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT CONCERNING THIS, AND IN THE PRAYER, HE HAD OFFERED IN HIS PRESENCE; AND THE WORD OF GOD CAME TO ADAM AND SAID TO HIM, "O ADAM, IF ONLY YOU HAD HAD THIS CAUTION AT FIRST, BEFORE YOU CAME OUT OF THE GARDEN INTO THIS LAND!" 3 AFTER THAT, GOD SENT HIS ANGEL WHO HAD BROUGHT GOLD, AND THE ANGEL WHO HAD BROUGHT INCENSE, AND THE ANGEL WHO HAD BROUGHT MYRRH TO ADAM, THAT THEY SHOULD INFORM HIM RESPECTING HIS MARRIAGE TO EVE. 4 THEN THOSE ANGELS SAID TO ADAM, "TAKE THE GOLD AND GIVE IT TO EVE AS A WEDDING GIFT, AND PROMISE TO MARRY HER; THEN GIVE HER SOME INCENSE AND MYRRH AS A PRESENT; AND BE YOU, YOU AND SHE, ONE FLESH." 5 ADAM OBEYED THE ANGELS, AND TOOK THE GOLD AND PUT IT INTO EVE'S BOSOM IN HER GARMENT; AND PROMISED TO MARRY HER WITH HIS HAND. 6 THEN THE ANGELS COMMANDED ADAM AND EVE TO GET UP AND PRAY FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS; WHEN THAT WAS DONE, THEN ADAM WAS TO HAVE SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WITH HIS WIFE; FOR THEN THIS WOULD BE AN ACT PURE AND UNDEFILED; SO THAT HE WOULD HAVE CHILDREN WHO WOULD MULTIPLY, AND REPLENISH THE FACE OF THE EARTH. 7 THEN BOTH ADAM AND EVE RECEIVED THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE ANGELS; AND THE ANGELS DEPARTED FROM THEM. 8 THEN ADAM AND EVE BEGAN TO FAST AND PRAY, UNTIL THE END OF THE FORTY DAYS; AND THEN THEY HAD SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, AS THE ANGELS HAD TOLD THEM. AND FROM THE TIME ADAM LEFT THE GARDEN UNTIL HE WEDDED EVE, WERE TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY-THREE DAYS, THAT IS SEVEN MONTHS AND THIRTEEN DAYS. 9 THUS WAS SATAN'S WAR WITH ADAM DEFEATED. 
[bookmark: chap74]CHAPTER 74 - THE BIRTH OF CAIN AND LULUWA. WHY THEY RECEIVED THOSE NAMES
1 AND THEY LIVED ON THE EARTH WORKING IN ORDER TO KEEP THEIR BODIES IN GOOD HEALTH; AND THEY CONTINUED SO UNTIL THE NINE MONTHS OF EVE'S PREGNANCY WERE OVER, AND THE TIME DREW NEAR WHEN SHE MUST GIVE BIRTH. 2 THEN SHE SAID TO ADAM, "THE SIGNS PLACED IN THIS CAVE SINCE WE LEFT THE GARDEN INDICATE THAT THIS IS A PURE PLACE AND WE WILL BE PRAYING IN IT AGAIN SOME TIME. IT IS NOT APPROPRIATE THEN, THAT I SHOULD GIVE BIRTH IN IT. LET US INSTEAD GO TO THE SHELTERING ROCK CAVE THAT WAS FORMED BY THE COMMAND OF GOD WHEN SATAN THREW A BIG ROCK DOWN ON US IN AN ATTEMPT TO KILL US WITH IT. 3 ADAM THEN TOOK EVE TO THAT CAVE. WHEN THE TIME CAME FOR HER TO GIVE BIRTH, SHE STRAINED A LOT. ADAM FELT SORRY, AND HE WAS VERY WORRIED ABOUT HER BECAUSE SHE WAS CLOSE TO DEATH AND THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF GOD TO HER WERE BEING FULFILLED: "IN SUFFERING SHALL YOU BEAR A CHILD, AND IN SORROW SHALL YOU BRING FORTH A CHILD." 4 BUT WHEN ADAM SAW THE DISTRESS IN WHICH EVE WAS, HE GOT UP AND PRAYED TO GOD, AND SAID, "O LORD, LOOK AT ME WITH THE EYE OF YOUR MERCY, AND BRING HER OUT OF HER DISTRESS." 5 AND GOD LOOKED AT HIS MAID-SERVANT EVE, AND DELIVERED HER, AND SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HER FIRST-BORN SON, AND WITH HIM A DAUGHTER. 6 THE ADAM REJOICED AT EVE'S DELIVERANCE, AND ALSO OVER THE CHILDREN SHE HAD BORNE HIM. AND ADAM MINISTERED TO EVE IN THE CAVE, UNTIL THE END OF EIGHT DAYS; WHEN THEY NAMED THE SON CAIN, AND THE DAUGHTER LULUWA. 7 THE MEANING OF CAIN IS "HATER," BECAUSE HE HATED HIS SISTER IN THEIR MOTHER'S WOMB; BEFORE THEY CAME OUT OF IT. THEREFORE, ADAM NAMED HIM CAIN. 8 BUT LULUWA MEANS "BEAUTIFUL," BECAUSE SHE WAS MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN HER MOTHER. 9 THEN ADAM AND EVE WAITED UNTIL CAIN AND HIS SISTER WERE FORTY DAYS OLD, WHEN ADAM SAID TO EVE, "WE WILL MAKE AN OFFERING AND OFFER IT UP IN BEHALF OF THE CHILDREN." 10 AND EVE SAID, "WE WILL MAKE ONE OFFERING FOR THE FIRST-BORN SON AND THEN LATER WE SHALL MAKE ONE FOR THE DAUGHTER." 
[bookmark: chap75]CHAPTER 75 - THE FAMILY REVISITS THE CAVE OF TREASURES. BIRTH OF ABEL AND AKLIA
1 THEN ADAM PREPARED AN OFFERING, AND HE AND EVE OFFERED IT UP FOR THEIR CHILDREN, AND BROUGHT IT TO THE ALTAR THEY HAD BUILT AT FIRST. 2 AND ADAM OFFERED UP THE OFFERING, AND ASKED GOD TO ACCEPT HIS OFFERING. 3 THEN GOD ACCEPTED ADAM'S OFFERING, AND SENT A LIGHT FROM HEAVEN THAT SHOWN ON THE OFFERING. ADAM AND HIS SON DREW NEAR TO THE OFFERING, BUT EVE AND THE DAUGHTER DID NOT APPROACH IT. 4 ADAM AND HIS SON WERE JOYFUL AS THEY CAME DOWN FROM ON THE ALTAR. ADAM AND EVE WAITED UNTIL THE DAUGHTER WAS EIGHTY DAYS OLD, THEN ADAM PREPARED AN OFFERING AND TOOK IT TO EVE AND TO THE CHILDREN. THEY WENT TO THE ALTAR, WHERE ADAM OFFERED IT UP, AS HE WAS ACCUSTOMED, ASKING THE LORD TO ACCEPT HIS OFFERING. 5 AND THE LORD ACCEPTED THE OFFERING OF ADAM AND EVE. THEN ADAM, EVE, AND THE CHILDREN, DREW NEAR TOGETHER, AND CAME DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN, REJOICING. 6 BUT THEY RETURNED NOT TO THE CAVE IN WHICH THEY WERE BORN; BUT CAME TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES, IN ORDER THAT THE CHILDREN SHOULD GO AROUND IN IT, AND BE BLESSED WITH THE TOKENS BROUGHT FROM THE GARDEN. 7 BUT AFTER THEY HAD BEEN BLESSED WITH THESE TOKENS, THEY WENT BACK TO THE CAVE IN WHICH THEY WERE BORN. 8 HOWEVER, BEFORE EVE HAD OFFERED UP THE OFFERING, ADAM HAD TAKEN HER, AND HAD GONE WITH HER TO THE RIVER OF WATER, IN WHICH THEY THREW THEMSELVES AT FIRST; AND THERE THEY WASHED THEMSELVES. ADAM WASHED HIS BODY AND EVE HERS ALSO CLEAN, AFTER THE SUFFERING AND DISTRESS THAT HAD COME OVER THEM. 9 BUT ADAM AND EVE, AFTER WASHING THEMSELVES IN THE RIVER OF WATER, RETURNED EVERY NIGHT TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES, WHERE THEY PRAYED AND WERE BLESSED; AND THEN WENT BACK TO THEIR CAVE, WHERE THEIR CHILDREN WERE BORN. 10 ADAM AND EVE DID THIS UNTIL THE CHILDREN HAD BEEN WEANED. AFTER THEY WERE WEANED, ADAM MADE AN OFFERING FOR THE SOULS OF HIS CHILDREN IN ADDITION TO THE THREE TIMES EVERY WEEK HE MADE AN OFFERING FOR THEM. 11 WHEN THE CHILDREN WERE WEANED, EVE AGAIN CONCEIVED, AND WHEN HER PREGNANCY CAME TO TERM, SHE GAVE BIRTH TO ANOTHER SON AND DAUGHTER. THEY NAMED THE SON ABEL AND THE DAUGHTER AKLIA. 12 THEN AT THE END OF FORTY DAYS, ADAM MADE AN OFFERING FOR THE SON, AND AT THE END OF EIGHTY DAYS HE MADE ANOTHER OFFERING FOR THE DAUGHTER, AND TREATED THEM, AS HE HAD PREVIOUSLY TREATED CAIN AND HIS SISTER LULUWA. 13 HE BROUGHT THEM TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES, WHERE THEY RECEIVED A BLESSING, AND THEN RETURNED TO THE CAVE WHERE THEY WERE BORN. AFTER THESE CHILDREN WERE BORN, EVE STOPPED HAVING CHILDREN. 
[bookmark: chap76]CHAPTER 76 - CAIN BECOMES JEALOUS OF ABEL BECAUSE OF HIS SISTERS
1 AND THE CHILDREN BEGAN TO GROW STRONGER AND TALLER; BUT CAIN WAS HARD-HEARTED, AND RULED OVER HIS YOUNGER BROTHER. 2 OFTEN WHEN HIS FATHER MADE AN OFFERING, CAIN WOULD REMAIN BEHIND AND NOT GO WITH THEM, TO OFFER UP. 3 BUT, AS TO ABEL, HE HAD A MEEK HEART, AND WAS OBEDIENT TO HIS FATHER AND MOTHER. HE FREQUENTLY MOVED THEM TO MAKE AN OFFERING, BECAUSE HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED IT. HE PRAYED AND FASTED A LOT. 4 THEN CAME THIS SIGN TO ABEL. AS HE WAS COMING INTO THE CAVE OF TREASURES, AND SAW THE GOLDEN RODS, THE INCENSE AND THE MYRRH, HE ASKED HIS PARENTS, ADAM AND EVE, TO TELL HIM ABOUT THEM AND ASKED, "WHERE DID YOU GET THESE FROM?" 5 THEN ADAM TOLD HIM ALL THAT HAD BEFALLEN THEM. AND ABEL FELT DEEPLY ABOUT WHAT HIS FATHER TOLD HIM. 6 FURTHERMORE HIS FATHER, ADAM, TOLD HIM OF THE WORKS OF GOD, AND OF THE GARDEN. AFTER HEARING THAT, ABEL REMAINED BEHIND AFTER HIS FATHER LEFT AND STAYED THE WHOLE OF THAT NIGHT IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES. 7 AND THAT NIGHT, WHILE HE WAS PRAYING, SATAN APPEARED TO HIM UNDER THE FIGURE OF A MAN, WHO SAID TO HIM, "YOU HAVE FREQUENTLY MOVED YOUR FATHER INTO MAKING OFFERINGS, FASTING AND PRAYING, THEREFORE I WILL KILL YOU, AND MAKE YOU PERISH FROM THIS WORLD." 8 BUT AS FOR ABEL, HE PRAYED TO GOD, AND DROVE AWAY SATAN FROM HIM; AND DID NOT BELIEVE THE [SEXUAL] WORDS OF THE DEVIL. THEN WHEN IT WAS DAY, AN ANGEL OF GOD APPEARED TO HIM, WHO SAID TO HIM, "DO NOT CUT SHORT EITHER FASTING, PRAYER, OR OFFERING UP AN OFFERING TO YOUR GOD. FOR, LOOK, THE LORD HAD ACCEPTED YOUR PRAYER. BE NOT AFRAID OF THE FIGURE WHICH APPEARED TO YOU IN THE NIGHT, AND WHO CURSED YOU TO DEATH." AND THE ANGEL DEPARTED FROM HIM. 9 THEN WHEN IT WAS DAY, ABEL CAME TO ADAM AND EVE, AND TOLD THEM OF THE VISION HE HAD SEEN. WHEN THEY HEARD IT, THEY GRIEVED MUCH OVER IT, BUT SAID NOTHING TO HIM ABOUT IT; THEY ONLY COMFORTED HIM. 10 BUT AS TO THE HARD-HEARTED CAIN, SATAN CAME TO HIM BY NIGHT, SHOWED HIMSELF AND SAID TO HIM, "SINCE ADAM AND EVE [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOUR BROTHER ABEL SO MUCH MORE THAN THEY [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU, THEY WISH TO JOIN HIM IN MARRIAGE TO YOUR BEAUTIFUL SISTER BECAUSE THEY [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM. HOWEVER, THEY WISH TO JOIN YOU IN MARRIAGE TO HIS UGLY SISTER, BECAUSE THEY HATE YOU. 11 NOW BEFORE THEY DO THAT, I AM TELLING YOU THAT YOU SHOULD KILL YOUR BROTHER. THAT WAY YOUR SISTER WILL BE LEFT FOR YOU, AND HIS SISTER WILL BE CAST AWAY." 12 AND SATAN DEPARTED FROM HIM. BUT THE DEVIL REMAINED BEHIND IN CAIN'S HEART, AND FREQUENTLY ASPIRED TO KILL HIS BROTHER. 
[bookmark: chap77]CHAPTER 77 - CAIN, 15 YEARS OLD, AND ABEL 12 YEARS OLD, GROW APART
1 BUT WHEN ADAM SAW THAT THE OLDER BROTHER HATED THE YOUNGER, HE ENDEAVORED TO SOFTEN THEIR HEARTS, AND SAID TO CAIN, "O MY SON, TAKE OF THE FRUITS OF YOUR SOWING AND MAKE AN OFFERING TO GOD, SO THAT HE MIGHT FORGIVE YOU FOR YOUR [NON-SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS [BY SEX APPROVAL ONCE ALONE IN ROMANS 1:32] AND [NON-SEXUAL] SIN." 2 HE SAID ALSO TO ABEL, "TAKE SOME OF YOUR SOWING AND MAKE AN OFFERING AND BRING IT TO GOD, SO THAT HE MIGHT FORGIVE YOU FOR YOUR [NON-SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS [BY SEX APPROVAL ONCE ALONE IN ROMANS 1:32] AND [NON-SEXUAL] SIN." 3 THEN ABEL OBEYED HIS FATHER'S VOICE, TOOK SOME OF HIS SOWING, AND MADE A GOOD OFFERING, AND SAID TO HIS FATHER, ADAM, "COME WITH ME AND SHOW ME HOW TO OFFER IT UP." 4 AND THEY WENT, ADAM AND EVE WITH HIM, AND THEY SHOWED HIM HOW TO OFFER UP HIS GIFT ON THE ALTAR. THEN AFTER THAT, THEY STOOD UP AND PRAYED THAT GOD WOULD ACCEPT ABEL'S OFFERING. 5 THEN GOD LOOKED AT ABEL AND ACCEPTED HIS OFFERING. AND GOD WAS MORE PLEASED WITH ABEL THAN WITH HIS OFFERING, BECAUSE OF HIS GOOD HEART AND PURE BODY. THERE WAS NO TRACE OF GUILE IN HIM. 6 THEN THEY CAME DOWN FROM THE ALTAR, AND WENT TO THE CAVE IN WHICH THEY LIVED. BUT ABEL, BY REASON OF HIS JOY AT HAVING MADE HIS OFFERING, REPEATED IT THREE TIMES A WEEK, AFTER THE EXAMPLE OF HIS FATHER ADAM. 7 BUT AS TO CAIN, HE DID NOT WANT TO MAKE AN OFFERING, BUT AFTER HIS FATHER BECAME VERY ANGRY, HE OFFERED UP A GIFT ONCE. HE TOOK THE SMALLEST OF HIS SHEEP FOR AN OFFERING AND WHEN HE OFFERED IT UP, HIS EYES WERE ON THE LAMB. 8 THEREFORE GOD DID NOT ACCEPT HIS OFFERING, BECAUSE HIS HEART WAS FULL OF MURDEROUS [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS. 9 AND THEY ALL THUS LIVED TOGETHER IN THE CAVE IN WHICH EVE HAD BROUGHT FORTH, UNTIL CAIN WAS FIFTEEN YEARS OLD, AND ABEL TWELVE YEARS OLD. 
[bookmark: chap78]CHAPTER 78 - JEALOUSY OVERCOMES CAIN. HE MAKES TROUBLE IN THE FAMILY. HOW THE FIRST MURDER WAS PLANNED
1 THEN ADAM SAID TO EVE, "BEHOLD THE CHILDREN ARE GROWN UP; WE MUST [SEXLESSLY] THINK OF FINDING WIVES FOR THEM." 2 THEN EVE ANSWERED, "HOW CAN WE DO IT?" 3 THEN ADAM SAID TO HER, "WE WILL JOIN ABEL'S SISTER IN MARRIAGE TO CAIN, AND CAIN'S SISTER TO ABEL. 4 THE SAID EVE TO ADAM, "I DO NOT LIKE CAIN BECAUSE HE IS HARD-HEARTED; BUT LET THEM STAY WITH US UNTIL WE OFFER UP TO THE LORD IN THEIR BEHALF." 5 AND ADAM SAID NO MORE. 6 MEANWHILE SATAN CAME TO CAIN IN THE FIGURE OF A MAN OF THE FIELD, AND SAID TO HIM, "BEHOLD ADAM AND EVE HAVE TAKEN [SEXUAL] COUNSEL TOGETHER ABOUT THE MARRIAGE OF YOU TWO; AND THEY HAVE AGREED TO MARRY ABEL'S SISTER TO YOU, AND YOUR SISTER TO HIM. 7 BUT IF IT WAS NOT THAT I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU, I WOULD NOT HAVE TOLD YOU THIS THING. YET IF YOU WILL TAKE MY ADVICE, AND OBEY ME, I WILL BRING TO YOU ON YOUR WEDDING DAY BEAUTIFUL ROBES, GOLD AND SILVER IN PLENTY, AND MY RELATIONS WILL ATTEND YOU." 8 THEN CAIN SAID WITH JOY, "WHERE ARE YOUR RELATIONS?" 9 AND SATAN ANSWERED, "MY RELATIONS ARE IN A GARDEN IN THE NORTH, WHERE I ONCE MEANT TO BRING YOUR FATHER ADAM; BUT HE WOULD NOT ACCEPT MY OFFER. 10 BUT YOU, IF YOU WILL RECEIVE MY WORDS AND IF YOU WILL COME TO ME AFTER YOUR WEDDING, YOU SHALL REST FROM THE MISERY IN WHICH YOU ARE; AND YOU SHALL REST AND BE BETTER OFF THAN YOUR FATHER ADAM." 11 AT THESE [SEXUAL] WORDS OF SATAN CAIN OPENED HIS EARS, AND LEANED TOWARDS HIS SPEECH. 12 AND HE DID NOT REMAIN IN THE FIELD, BUT HE WENT TO EVE, HIS MOTHER, AND BEAT HER, AND CURSED HER, AND SAID TO HER, "WHY ARE YOU PLANNING TO TAKE MY SISTER TO WED HER TO MY BROTHER? AM I DEAD?" 13 HIS MOTHER, HOWEVER, QUIETED HIM, AND SENT HIM TO THE FIELD WHERE HE HAD BEEN. 14 THEN WHEN ADAM CAME, SHE TOLD HIM OF WHAT CAIN HAD DONE. 15 BUT ADAM GRIEVED AND HELD HIS PEACE, AND SAID NOT A WORD. 16 THEN ON THE NEXT MORNING ADAM SAID TO CAIN HIS SON, "TAKE OF YOUR SHEEP, YOUNG AND GOOD, AND OFFER THEM UP TO YOUR GOD; AND I WILL SPEAK TO YOUR BROTHER, TO MAKE TO HIS GOD AN OFFERING OF CORN." 17 THEY BOTH OBEYED THEIR FATHER ADAM, AND THEY TOOK THEIR OFFERINGS, AND OFFERED THEM UP ON THE MOUNTAIN BY THE ALTAR. 18 BUT CAIN BEHAVED HAUGHTILY TOWARDS HIS BROTHER, AND SHOVED HIM FROM THE ALTAR, AND WOULD NOT LET HIM OFFER UP HIS GIFT ON THE ALTAR; BUT HE OFFERED HIS OWN ON IT, WITH A PROUD HEART, FULL OF GUILE, AND FRAUD. 19 BUT AS FOR ABEL, HE SET UP STONES THAT WERE NEAR AT HAND, AND ON THAT, HE OFFERED UP HIS GIFT WITH A HEART HUMBLE AND FREE FROM GUILE. 20 CAIN WAS THEN STANDING BY THE ALTAR ON WHICH HE HAD OFFERED UP HIS GIFT; AND HE CRIED TO GOD TO ACCEPT HIS OFFERING; BUT GOD DID NOT ACCEPT IT FROM HIM; NEITHER DID A DIVINE FIRE COME DOWN TO CONSUME HIS OFFERING. 21 BUT HE REMAINED STANDING OVER AGAINST THE ALTAR, OUT OF HUMOR AND MEANNESS, LOOKING TOWARDS HIS BROTHER ABEL, TO SEE IF GOD WOULD ACCEPT HIS OFFERING OR NOT. 22 AND ABEL PRAYED TO GOD TO ACCEPT HIS OFFERING. THEN A DIVINE FIRE CAME DOWN AND CONSUMED HIS OFFERING. AND GOD SMELLED THE SWEET SAVOR OF HIS OFFERING; BECAUSE ABEL [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM AND REJOICE IN HIM. 23 AND BECAUSE GOD WAS WELL PLEASED WITH HIM, HE SENT HIM AN ANGEL OF LIGHT IN THE FIGURE OF A MAN WHO HAD PARTAKEN OF HIS OFFERING, BECAUSE HE HAD SMELLED THE SWEET SAVOR OF HIS OFFERING, AND THEY COMFORTED ABEL AND STRENGTHENED HIS HEART. 24 BUT CAIN WAS LOOKING ON ALL THAT TOOK PLACE AT HIS BROTHER'S OFFERING, AND WAS ANGRY BECAUSE OF IT. 25 THEN HE OPENED HIS MOUTH AND BLASPHEMED GOD, BECAUSE HE HAD NOT ACCEPTED HIS OFFERING. 26 BUT GOD SAID TO CAIN, "WHY DO YOU LOOK SAD? BE RIGHTEOUS, THAT I MAY ACCEPT YOUR OFFERING. NOT AGAINST ME HAVE YOU MURMURED, BUT AGAINST YOURSELF. 27 AND GOD SAID THIS TO CAIN IN REBUKE, AND BECAUSE HE ABHORRED HIM AND HIS OFFERING. 28 AND CAIN CAME DOWN FROM THE ALTAR, HIS COLOR CHANGED AND WITH A SAD FACE, AND CAME TO HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND TOLD THEM ALL THAT HAD BEFALLEN HIM. AND ADAM GRIEVED MUCH BECAUSE GOD HAD NOT ACCEPTED CAIN'S OFFERING. 29 BUT ABEL CAME DOWN REJOICING, AND WITH A GLADSOME HEART, AND TOLD HIS FATHER AND MOTHER HOW GOD HAD ACCEPTED HIS OFFERING. AND THEY REJOICED AT IT AND KISSED HIS FACE. 30 AND ABEL SAID TO HIS FATHER, "BECAUSE CAIN SHOVED ME FROM THE ALTAR, AND WOULD NOT ALLOW ME TO OFFER MY GIFT ON IT, I MADE AN ALTAR FOR MYSELF AND OFFERED MY GIFT ON IT." 31 BUT WHEN ADAM HEARD THIS, HE WAS VERY SORRY, BECAUSE IT WAS THE ALTAR HE HAD BUILT AT FIRST, AND ON WHICH HE HAD OFFERED HIS OWN GIFTS. 32 AS TO CAIN, HE WAS SO RESENTFUL AND SO ANGRY THAT HE WENT INTO THE FIELD, WHERE SATAN CAME TO HIM AND SAID TO HIM, "SINCE YOUR BROTHER ABEL HAS TAKEN REFUGE WITH YOUR FATHER ADAM, BECAUSE YOU SHOVED HIM FROM THE ALTAR, THEY HAVE KISSED HIS FACE, AND THEY REJOICE OVER HIM, FAR MORE THAN OVER YOU." 33 WHEN CAIN HEARD THESE [SEXUAL] WORDS OF SATAN, HE WAS FILLED WITH RAGE; AND HE LET NO ONE KNOW. BUT HE WAS LAYING WAIT TO KILL HIS BROTHER, UNTIL HE BROUGHT HIM INTO THE CAVE, AND THEN SAID TO HIM: 34 "O BROTHER, THE COUNTRY IS SO BEAUTIFUL, AND THERE ARE SUCH BEAUTIFUL AND PLEASURABLE TREES IN IT, AND [SEXLESSLY] CHARMING TO LOOK AT! BUT BROTHER, YOU HAVE NEVER BEEN ONE DAY IN THE FIELD TO TAKE YOUR [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN THAT PLACE. 35 TODAY, O, MY BROTHER, I VERY MUCH WISH YOU WOULD COME WITH ME INTO THE FIELD, TO ENJOY YOURSELF AND TO BLESS OUR FIELDS AND OUR FLOCKS, FOR YOU ARE RIGHTEOUS, AND I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU MUCH, O MY BROTHER! BUT YOU HAVE ALIENATED YOURSELF FROM ME." 36 THEN ABEL CONSENTED TO GO WITH HIS BROTHER CAIN INTO THE FIELD. 37 BUT BEFORE GOING OUT, CAIN SAID TO ABEL, "WAIT FOR ME, UNTIL I FETCH A STAFF, BECAUSE OF WILD BEASTS." 38 THEN ABEL STOOD WAITING IN HIS INNOCENCE. BUT CAIN, THE FROWARD, FETCHED A STAFF AND WENT OUT. 39 AND THEY BEGAN, CAIN AND HIS BROTHER ABEL, TO WALK IN THE WAY; CAIN TALKING TO HIM, AND COMFORTING HIM, TO MAKE HIM FORGET EVERYTHING. 
[bookmark: chap79]CHAPTER 79 - A SEXUAL PLAN IS CARRIED TO A TRAGIC CONCLUSION. CAIN IS FRIGHTENED. "AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER?" THE SEVEN PUNISHMENTS. PEACE IS SHATTERED.
1 AND SO THEY WENT ON, UNTIL THEY CAME TO A LONELY PLACE, WHERE THERE WERE NO SHEEP; THEN ABEL SAID TO CAIN, "BEHOLD, MY BROTHER, WE ARE TIRED FROM WALKING; FOR WE SEE NONE OF THE TREES, NOR OF THE FRUITS, NOR OF THE FLOURISHING GREEN PLANTS, NOR OF THE SHEEP, NOR ANY ONE OF THE THINGS OF WHICH YOU TOLD ME. WHERE ARE THOSE SHEEP OF THINE YOU TOLD ME TO BLESS?" 2 THEN CAIN SAID TO HIM, "COME ON, AND YOU SHALL SEE MANY BEAUTIFUL THINGS VERY SOON, BUT GO BEFORE ME, UNTIL I CATCH UP TO YOU." 3 THEN WENT ABEL FORWARD, BUT CAIN REMAINED BEHIND HIM. 4 AND ABEL WAS WALKING IN HIS INNOCENCE, WITHOUT GUILE; NOT BELIEVING HIS BROTHER WOULD KILL HIM. 5 THEN CAIN, WHEN HE CAME UP TO HIM, COMFORTED HIM WITH HIS TALK, WALKING A LITTLE BEHIND HIM; THEN HE RAN UP TO HIM AND BEAT HIM WITH THE STAFF, BLOW AFTER BLOW, UNTIL HE WAS STUNNED. 6 BUT WHEN ABEL FELL DOWN ON THE GROUND, SEEING THAT HIS BROTHER MEANT TO KILL HIM, HE SAID TO CAIN, "O, MY BROTHER, HAVE PITY ON ME. BY THE BREASTS WE HAVE SUCKED, DON'T HIT ME! BY THE WOMB THAT BORE US AND THAT BROUGHT US INTO THE WORLD, DON'T BEAT ME TO DEATH WITH THAT STAFF! IF YOU WILL KILL ME, TAKE ONE OF THESE LARGE STONES AND KILL ME OUTRIGHT." 7 THEN CAIN, THE HARD-HEARTED, AND CRUEL MURDERER, TOOK A LARGE STONE, AND BEAT HIS BROTHER'S HEAD WITH IT, UNTIL HIS BRAINS OOZED OUT, AND HE WALLOWED IN HIS BLOOD, BEFORE HIM. 8 AND CAIN REPENTED NOT OF WHAT HE HAD DONE. 9 BUT THE EARTH, WHEN THE BLOOD OF RIGHTEOUS ABEL FELL ON IT, TREMBLED, AS IT DRANK HIS BLOOD, AND WOULD HAVE DESTROYED CAIN BECAUSE OF IT. 10 AND THE BLOOD OF ABEL CRIED MYSTERIOUSLY TO GOD, TO AVENGE HIM OF HIS MURDERER. 11 THEN CAIN BEGAN AT ONCE TO DIG THE GROUND WHEREIN TO LAY HIS BROTHER; FOR HE WAS TREMBLING FROM THE FEAR THAT CAME OVER HIM, WHEN HE SAW THE EARTH TREMBLE ON HIS ACCOUNT. 12 HE THEN CAST HIS BROTHER INTO THE PIT HE MADE, AND COVERED HIM WITH DUST. BUT THE GROUND WOULD NOT RECEIVE HIM; BUT IT THREW HIM UP AT ONCE. 13 AGAIN CAIN DUG THE GROUND AND HID HIS BROTHER IN IT; BUT AGAIN, THE GROUND THREW HIM UP ON ITSELF; UNTIL THREE TIMES THE GROUND THUS THREW UP ON ITSELF THE BODY OF ABEL. 14 THE MUDDY GROUND THREW HIM UP THE FIRST TIME, BECAUSE HE WAS NOT THE FIRST CREATION; AND IT THREW HIM UP THE SECOND TIME AND WOULD NOT RECEIVE HIM, BECAUSE HE WAS RIGHTEOUS AND GOOD, AND WAS KILLED WITHOUT A CAUSE; AND THE GROUND THREW HIM UP THE THIRD TIME AND WOULD NOT RECEIVE HIM, THAT THERE MIGHT REMAIN BEFORE HIS BROTHER A WITNESS AGAINST HIM. 15 AND SO THE EARTH MOCKED CAIN, UNTIL THE WORD OF GOD, CAME TO HIM CONCERNING HIS BROTHER. 16 THEN WAS GOD ANGRY, AND MUCH DISPLEASED AT ABEL'S DEATH; AND HE THUNDERED FROM HEAVEN, AND LIGHTNINGS WENT BEFORE HIM, AND THE WORD OF THE LORD GOD CAME FROM HEAVEN TO CAIN, AND SAID TO HIM, "WHERE IS ABEL YOUR BROTHER?" 17 THEN CAIN ANSWERED WITH A PROUD HEART AND A GRUFF VOICE, "HOW, O GOD? AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER?" 18 THEN GOD SAID TO CAIN, "CURSED BE THE EARTH THAT HAS DRUNK THE BLOOD OF ABEL YOUR BROTHER; AND AS FOR YOU, YOU WILL ALWAYS BE TREMBLING AND SHAKING; AND THIS WILL BE A MARK ON YOU SO THAT WHOEVER FINDS YOU, WILL KILL YOU." 19 BUT CAIN CRIED BECAUSE GOD HAD SAID THOSE WORDS TO HIM; AND CAIN SAID TO HIM, "O GOD, WHOSOEVER FINDS ME SHALL KILL ME, AND I SHALL BE BLOTTED OUT FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH." 20 THEN GOD SAID TO CAIN, "WHOEVER FINDS YOU WILL NOT KILL YOU;" BECAUSE BEFORE THIS, GOD HAD BEEN SAYING TO CAIN, "I SHALL PUT SEVEN PUNISHMENTS ON ANYONE THAT KILLS CAIN." FOR AS TO THE WORD OF GOD TO CAIN, "WHERE IS YOUR BROTHER?" GOD SAID IT IN MERCY FOR HIM, TO TRY AND MAKE HIM REPENT. 21 FOR IF CAIN HAD REPENTED AT THAT TIME, AND HAD SAID, "O GOD, FORGIVE ME MY [NON-SEXUAL] SIN, AND THE MURDER OF MY BROTHER," GOD WOULD THEN HAVE FORGIVEN HIM HIS [NON-SEXUAL] SIN. 22 AND AS TO GOD SAYING TO CAIN, "CURSED BE THE GROUND THAT HAS DRUNK THE BLOOD OF YOUR BROTHER." THAT ALSO, WAS GOD'S MERCY ON CAIN. FOR GOD DID NOT CURSE HIM, BUT HE CURSED THE GROUND; ALTHOUGH IT WAS NOT THE GROUND THAT HAD KILLED ABEL, AND COMMITTED A WICKED [SEXUAL] SIN. 23 FOR IT WAS FITTING THAT THE CURSE SHOULD FALL ON THE MURDERER; YET IN MERCY DID GOD SO MANAGE HIS [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS AS THAT NO ONE SHOULD KNOW IT, AND TURN AWAY FROM CAIN. 24 AND HE SAID TO HIM, "WHERE IS YOUR BROTHER?" TO WHICH HE ANSWERED AND SAID, "I KNOW NOT." THEN THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SAID TO HIM, "BE TREMBLING AND QUAKING." 25 THEN CAIN TREMBLED AND BECAME TERRIFIED; AND THROUGH THIS SIGN DID GOD MAKE HIM AN EXAMPLE BEFORE ALL THE CREATION, AS THE MURDERER OF HIS BROTHER. ALSO DID GOD BRING TREMBLING AND TERROR OVER HIM, THAT HE MIGHT SEE THE PEACE IN WHICH HE WAS AT FIRST, AND SEE ALSO THE TREMBLING AND TERROR HE ENDURED AT THE LAST; SO THAT HE MIGHT HUMBLE HIMSELF BEFORE GOD, AND REPENT OF HIS [SEXUAL] SIN, AND SEEK THE PEACE THAT HE ENJOYED AT FIRST. 26 AND IN THE WORD OF GOD THAT SAID, "I WILL PUT SEVEN PUNISHMENTS ON ANYONE WHO KILLS CAIN," GOD WAS NOT SEEKING TO KILL CAIN WITH THE SWORD, BUT HE SOUGHT TO MAKE HIM DIE OF FASTING, AND PRAYING AND CRYING BY HARD RULE, UNTIL THE TIME THAT HE WAS DELIVERED FROM HIS [SEXUAL] SIN. 27 AND THE SEVEN PUNISHMENTS ARE THE SEVEN GENERATIONS DURING WHICH GOD AWAITED CAIN FOR THE MURDER OF HIS BROTHER. 28 BUT AS TO CAIN, EVER SINCE HE HAD KILLED HIS BROTHER, HE COULD FIND NO REST IN ANY PLACE; BUT WENT BACK TO ADAM AND EVE, TREMBLING, TERRIFIED, AND DEFILED WITH BLOOD… 
THE 2ND BOOK OF ADAM & EVE
CHAPTER 1
THE GRIEF-STRICKEN FAMILY. CAIN MARRIES LULUWA AND THEY MOVE AWAY. 1 WHEN LULUWA HEARD CAIN'S WORDS, SHE WEPT AND WENT TO CALL HER FATHER AND MOTHER, AND TOLD THEM HOW THAT CAIN HAD KILLED HIS BROTHER ABEL. 2 THEN THEY ALL CRIED ALOUD AND LIFTED UP THEIR VOICES, AND SLAPPED THEIR FACES, AND THREW DUST UPON THEIR HEADS, AND RENT ASUNDER THEIR GARMENTS, AND WENT OUT AND CAME TO THE PLACE WHERE ABEL WAS KILLED. 3 AND THEY FOUND HIM LYING ON THE EARTH, KILLED, AND BEASTS AROUND HIM; WHILE THEY WEPT AND CRIED BECAUSE OF THIS JUST ONE. FROM HIS BODY, BY REASON OF ITS PURITY, WENT FORTH A SMELL OF SWEET SPICES. 4 AND ADAM CARRIED HIM, HIS TEARS STREAMING DOWN HIS FACE; AND WENT TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES, WHERE HE LAID HIM, AND WOUND HIM UP WITH SWEET SPICES AND MYRRH. 5 AND ADAM AND EVE CONTINUED BY THE BURIAL OF HIM IN GREAT GRIEF A HUNDRED AND FORTY DAYS. ABEL WAS FIFTEEN AND A HALF YEARS OLD, AND CAIN SEVENTEEN YEARS AND A HALF. 6 AS FOR CAIN, WHEN THE MOURNING FOR HIS BROTHER WAS ENDED, HE TOOK HIS SISTER LULUWA AND MARRIED HER, WITHOUT LEAVE FROM HIS FATHER AND MOTHER; FOR THEY COULD NOT KEEP HIM FROM HER, BY REASON OF THEIR HEAVY HEART. 7 HE THEN WENT DOWN TO THE BOTTOM OF THE MOUNTAIN, AWAY FROM THE GARDEN, NEAR TO THE PLACE WHERE HE HAD KILLED HIS BROTHER. 8 AND IN THAT PLACE WERE MANY FRUIT TREES AND FOREST TREES. HIS SISTER, BARE HIM CHILDREN, WHO IN THEIR TURN BEGAN TO MULTIPLY BY DEGREES UNTIL THEY FILLED THAT PLACE. 9 BUT AS FOR ADAM AND EVE, THEY CAME NOT TOGETHER AFTER ABEL'S FUNERAL, FOR SEVEN YEARS. AFTER THIS, HOWEVER, EVE CONCEIVED; AND WHILE SHE WAS WITH CHILD, ADAM SAID TO HER, "COME, LET US TAKE AN OFFERING AND OFFER IT UP UNTO GOD, AND ASK HIM TO GIVE US A FAIR CHILD, IN WHOM WE MAY FIND COMFORT, AND WHOM WE MAY JOIN IN MARRIAGE TO ABEL'S SISTER.” 10 THEN THEY PREPARED AN OFFERING AND BROUGHT IT UP TO THE ALTAR, AND OFFERED IT BEFORE THE LORD, AND BEGAN TO ENTREAT HIM TO ACCEPT THEIR OFFERING, AND TO GIVE THEM A GOOD OFFSPRING. 11 AND GOD HEARD ADAM AND ACCEPTED HIS OFFERING. THEN, THEY WORSHIPPED, ADAM, EVE, AND THEIR DAUGHTER, AND CAME DOWN TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES AND PLACED A LAMP IN IT, TO BURN BY NIGHT AND BY DAY, BEFORE THE BODY OF ABEL. 12 THEN ADAM AND EVE CONTINUED FASTING AND PRAYING UNTIL EVE'S TIME CAME THAT SHE SHOULD BE DELIVERED, WHEN SHE SAID TO ADAM, "I WISH TO GO TO THE CAVE IN THE ROCK, TO BRING FORTH IN IT." 13 AND HE SAID, "GO, AND TAKE WITH THEE THY DAUGHTER TO WAIT ON THEE; BUT I WILL REMAIN IN THIS CAVE OF TREASURES BEFORE THE BODY OF MY SON ABEL." 14 THEN EVE HEARKENED TO ADAM, AND WENT, SHE AND HER DAUGHTER. BUT ADAM REMAINED BY HIMSELF IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES.
CHAPTER 2
A THIRD SON IS BORN TO ADAM AND EVE. 1 AND EVE BROUGHT FORTH A SON PERFECTLY BEAUTIFUL IN FIGURE AND IN COUNTENANCE. HIS BEAUTY WAS LIKE THAT OF HIS FATHER ADAM, YET MORE BEAUTIFUL. 2 THEN EVE WAS COMFORTED WHEN SHE SAW HIM, AND REMAINED EIGHT DAYS IN THE CAVE; THEN SHE SENT HER DAUGHTER UNTO ADAM TO TELL HIM TO COME AND SEE THE CHILD AND NAME HIM. BUT THE DAUGHTER STAYED IN HIS PLACE BY THE BODY OF HER BROTHER, UNTIL ADAM RETURNED. SO, DID SHE. 3 BUT WHEN ADAM CAME AND SAW THE CHILD'S GOOD LOOKS, HIS BEAUTY, AND HIS PERFECT FIGURE, HE REJOICED OVER HIM, AND WAS COMFORTED FOR ABEL. THEN HE NAMED THE CHILD SETH, THAT MEANS, "THAT GOD HAS HEARD MY PRAYER, AND HAS DELIVERED ME OUT OF MY AFFLICTION."  BUT IT MEANS ALSO "POWER AND STRENGTH." 4 THEN AFTER ADAM HAD NAMED THE CHILD, HE RETURNED TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES; AND HIS DAUGHTER WENT BACK TO HER MOTHER. 5 BUT EVE CONTINUED IN HER CAVE, UNTIL FORTY DAYS WERE FULFILLED, WHEN SHE CAME TO ADAM, AND BROUGHT WITH HER THE CHILD AND HER DAUGHTER. 6 AND THEY CAME TO A RIVER OF WATER, WHERE ADAM AND HIS DAUGHTER WASHED THEMSELVES, BECAUSE OF THEIR SORROW FOR ABEL; BUT EVE AND THE BABE WASHED FOR PURIFICATION. 7 THEN THEY RETURNED, AND TOOK AN OFFERING, AND WENT TO THE MOUNTAIN AND OFFERED IT UP, FOR THE BABE; AND GOD ACCEPTED THEIR OFFERING, AND SENT HIS BLESSING UPON THEM, AND UPON THEIR SON SETH; AND THEY CAME BACK TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES. 8 AS FOR ADAM, HE KNEW NOT AGAIN HIS WIFE EVE, ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE; NEITHER WAS ANY MORE OFFSPRING BORN OF THEM; BUT ONLY THOSE FIVE, CAIN, LULUWA, ABEL, AKLIA, AND SETH ALONE. 9 BUT SETH WAXED IN STATURE AND IN STRENGTH; AND BEGAN TO FAST AND PRAY, FERVENTLY.
CHAPTER 3
SATAN APPEARS AS A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN TEMPTING ADAM, TELLING HIM HE IS STILL A YOUTH. "SPEND THY YOUTH IN MIRTH AND [SEXUAL] PLEASURE." (12) THE DIFFERENT FORMS WHICH SATAN TAKES (15). 1 AS FOR OUR FATHER ADAM, AT THE END OF SEVEN YEARS FROM THE DAY HE HAD BEEN SEVERED FROM HIS WIFE EVE, SATAN ENVIED HIM, WHEN HE SAW HIM THUS SEPARATED FROM HER; AND STROVE TO MAKE HIM LIVE WITH HER AGAIN. 2 THEN ADAM AROSE AND WENT UP ABOVE THE CAVE OF TREASURES; AND CONTINUED TO SLEEP THERE NIGHT BY NIGHT. BUT AS SOON AS IT WAS LIGHT EVERY DAY HE CAME DOWN TO THE CAVE, TO PRAY THERE AND TO RECEIVE A BLESSING FROM IT. 3 BUT WHEN IT WAS EVENING, HE WENT UP ON THE ROOF OF THE CAVE, WHERE HE SLEPT BY HIMSELF, FEARING LEST SATAN SHOULD OVERCOME HIM. AND HE CONTINUED THUS APART THIRTY-NINE DAYS. 4 THEN SATAN, THE HATER OF ALL GOOD, WHEN HE SAW ADAM THUS ALONE, FASTING AND PRAYING, APPEARED UNTO HIM IN THE FORM OF A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN, WHO CAME AND STOOD BEFORE HIM IN THE NIGHT OF THE FORTIETH DAY, AND SAID UNTO HIM: 5 "O ADAM, FROM THE TIME YE HAVE DWELT IN THIS CAVE, WE HAVE EXPERIENCED GREAT PEACE FROM YOU, AND YOUR PRAYERS HAVE REACHED US, AND WE HAVE BEEN COMFORTED ABOUT YOU. 6 "BUT NOW, O ADAM, THAT THOU HAST GONE UP OVER THE ROOF OF THE CAVE TO SLEEP, WE HAVE HAD DOUBTS ABOUT THEE, AND A GREAT SORROW HAS COME UPON US BECAUSE OF THY SEPARATION FROM EVE. THEN AGAIN, WHEN THOU ART ON THE ROOF OF THIS CAVE, THY PRAYER IS POURED OUT, AND THY HEART WANDERS FROM SIDE TO SIDE. 7 "BUT WHEN THOU WAST IN THE CAVE THY PRAYER WAS LIKE FIRE GATHERED TOGETHER; IT CAME DOWN TO US, AND THOU DIDST FIND REST. 8 "THEN I ALSO GRIEVED OVER THY CHILDREN WHO ARE SEVERED FROM THEE; AND MY SORROW IS GREAT ABOUT THE MURDER OF THY SON ABEL; FOR HE WAS RIGHTEOUS; AND OVER A RIGHTEOUS MAN EVERY ONE WILL GRIEVE. 9 "BUT I REJOICED OVER THE BIRTH OF THY SON SETH; YET AFTER A LITTLE WHILE I SORROWED GREATLY OVER EVE, BECAUSE SHE IS MY SISTER. FOR WHEN GOD SENT A DEEP SLEEP OVER THEE, AND DREW HER OUT OF THY SIDE, HE BROUGHT ME OUT ALSO WITH HER. BUT HE RAISED HER BY PLACING HER WITH THEE, WHILE HE LOWERED ME. 10 "I REJOICED OVER MY SISTER FOR HER BEING WITH THEE. BUT GOD HAD MADE ME A PROMISE BEFORE, AND SAID, 'GRIEVE NOT; WHEN ADAM HAS GONE UP ON THE ROOF OF THE CAVE OF TREASURES, AND IS SEPARATED FROM EVE HIS WIFE, I WILL SEND THEE TO HIM, THOU SHALT JOIN THYSELF TO HIM IN MARRIAGE, AND BEAR HIM FIVE CHILDREN, AS EVE DID BEAR HIM FIVE.' 11 "AND NOW, LO! GOD'S PROMISE TO ME IS FULFILLED; FOR IT IS HE WHO HAS SENT ME TO THEE FOR THE WEDDING; BECAUSE IF THOU WED ME, I SHALL BEAR THEE FINER AND BETTER CHILDREN THAN THOSE OF EVE. 12 "THEN AGAIN, THOU ART AS YET BUT A YOUTH; END NOT THY YOUTH IN THIS WORLD IN SORROW; BUT SPEND THE DAYS OF THY YOUTH IN MIRTH AND [SEXUAL] PLEASURE. FOR THY DAYS ARE FEW AND THY TRIAL IS GREAT. BE STRONG; END THY DAYS IN THIS WORLD IN REJOICING. I SHALL TAKE [SEXUAL] PLEASURE IN THEE, AND THOU SHALL REJOICE WITH ME IN THIS WISE, AND WITHOUT FEAR. 13 "UP, THEN, AND FULFIL THE COMMAND OF THY GOD," SHE THEN DREW NEAR TO ADAM, AND EMBRACED HIM. 14 BUT WHEN ADAM SAW THAT HE SHOULD BE OVERCOME BY HER, HE PRAYED TO GOD WITH A FERVENT HEART TO DELIVER HIM FROM HER. 15 THEN GOD SENT HIS WORD UNTO ADAM, SAYING, "O ADAM, THAT FIGURE IS THE ONE THAT PROMISED THEE THE GODHEAD, AND MAJESTY; HE IS NOT FAVOURABLY DISPOSED TOWARDS THEE; BUT SHOWS HIMSELF TO THEE AT ONE TIME IN THE FORM OF A WOMAN; ANOTHER MOMENT, IN THE LIKENESS IF AN ANGEL; ON ANOTHER OCCASIONS, IN THE SIMILITUDE OF A SERPENT; AND AT ANOTHER TIME, IN THE SEMBLANCE OF A GOD; BUT HE DOES ALL THAT ONLY TO DESTROY THY SOUL. 16 "NOW, THEREFORE, O ADAM, UNDERSTANDING THY HEART, I HAVE DELIVERED THEE MANY A TIME FROM HIS HANDS; IN ORDER TO SHOW THEE THAT I AM A MERCIFUL GOD; AND THAT I WISH THY GOOD, AND THAT I DO NOT WISH THY [SEXUAL] RUIN."
CHAPTER 4
ADAM SEES THE DEVIL IN HIS TRUE COLORS. 1 THEN GOD ORDERED SATAN TO SHOW HIMSELF TO ADAM PLAINLY, IN HIS OWN HIDEOUS FORM. 2 BUT WHEN ADAM SAW HIM, HE FEARED, AND TREMBLED AT THE SIGHT OF HIM. 3 AND GOD SAID TO ADAM, 'LOOK AT THIS DEVIL, AND AT HIS HIDEOUS LOOK, AND KNOW THAT HE IT IS WHO MADE THEE FALL FROM BRIGHTNESS INTO DARKNESS, FROM PEACE AND REST TO TOIL AND MISERY. 4 AND LOOK, O ADAM, AT HIM, WHO SAID OF HIMSELF THAT HE IS GOD! CAN GOD BE BLACK? WOULD GOD TAKE THE FORM OF A WOMAN? IS THERE ANY ONE STRONGER THAN GOD? AND CAN HE BE OVERPOWERED? 5 "SEE, THEN, O ADAM, AND BEHOLD HIM BOUND IN THY PRESENCE, IN THE AIR, UNABLE TO FLEE AWAY! THEREFORE, I SAY UNTO THEE, BE NOT AFRAID OF HIM; HENCEFORTH TAKE CARE, AND BEWARE OF HIM, IN WHATEVER HE MAY DO TO THEE." 6 THEN GOD DROVE SATAN AWAY FROM BEFORE ADAM, WHOM HE STRENGTHENED, AND WHOSE HEART HE COMFORTED, SAYING TO HIM, "GO DOWN TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES, AND SEPARATE NOT THYSELF FROM EVE; I WILL QUELL IN YOU ALL ANIMAL [SEXUAL] LUST." 7 FROM THAT HOUR IT LEFT ADAM AND EVE, AND THEY ENJOYED REST BY THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD. BUT GOD DID NOT THE LIKE TO ANY ONE OF ADAM'S SEED; BUT ONLY TO ADAM AND EVE. 8 THEN ADAM WORSHIPPED BEFORE THE LORD, FOR HAVING DELIVERED HIM, AND FOR HAVING LAYED HIS [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. AND HE CAME DOWN FROM ABOVE THE CAVE, AND DWELT WITH EVE AS A FORETIME. 9 THIS ENDED THE FORTY DAYS OF HIS SEPARATION FROM EVE.
CHAPTER 5
THE DEVIL PAINTS A BRILLIANT PICTURE FOR SETH TO FEAST HIS [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS UPON. 1 AS FOR SETH, WHEN HE WAS SEVEN YEARS OLD, HE KNEW GOOD AND EVIL, AND WAS CONSISTENT IN FASTING AND PRAYING, AND SPENT ALL HIS NIGHTS IN ENTREATING GOD FOR MERCY AND FORGIVENESS. 2 HE ALSO FASTED WHEN BRINGING UP HIS OFFERING EVERY DAY, MORE THAN HIS FATHER DID; FOR HE WAS OF A FAIR COUNTENANCE, LIKE UNTO AN ANGEL OF GOD. HE ALSO HAD A GOOD HEART, PRESERVED THE FINEST QUALITIES OF HIS SOUL; AND FOR THIS REASON, HE BROUGHT UP HIS OFFERING EVERY DAY. 3 AND GOD WAS PLEASED WITH HIS OFFERING; BUT HE WAS ALSO PLEASED WITH HIS PURITY. AND HE CONTINUED THUS IN DOING THE WILL OF GOD, AND OF HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, UNTIL HE WAS SEVEN YEARS OLD. 4 AFTER THAT, AS HE WAS CORNING DOWN FROM THE ALTAR, HAVING ENDED HIS OFFERING, SATAN APPEARED UNTO HIM IN THE FORM OF A BEAUTIFUL ANGEL, BRILLIANT WITH LIGHT; WITH A STAFF OF LIGHT IN HIS HAND, HIMSELF GIRT ABOUT WITH A GIRDLE OF LIGHT. 5 HE GREETED SETH WITH A BEAUTIFUL SMILE, AND BEGAN TO BEGUILE HIM WITH FAIR [SEXUAL] WORDS, SAYING TO HIM, "O SETH, WHY ABIDEST THOU IN THIS MOUNTAIN? FOR IT IS ROUGH, FULL OF STONES AND OF SAND, AND OF TREES WITH NO GOOD FRUIT ON THEM; A WILDERNESS WITHOUT HABITATIONS AND WITHOUT TOWNS; NO GOOD PLACE TO DWELL IN. BUT ALL IS HEAT, WEARINESS, AND TROUBLE." 6 HE SAID FURTHER, 'BUT WE DWELL IN BEAUTIFUL PLACES, IN ANOTHER WORLD THAN THIS EARTH. OUR WORLD IS ONE OF LIGHT AND OUR CONDITION IS OF THE BEST; OUR WOMEN ARE HANDSOMER THAN ANY OTHERS; AND I WISH THEE, O SETH, TO WED ONE OF THEM; BECAUSE I SEE THAT THOU ART FAIR TO LOOK UPON, AND IN THIS LAND, THERE IS NOT ONE WOMAN GOOD ENOUGH FOR THEE. BESIDES, ALL THOSE WHO LIVE IN THIS WORLD, ARE ONLY FIVE SOULS. 7 "BUT IN OUR WORLD THERE ARE VERY MANY MEN AND MANY MAIDENS, ALL MORE BEAUTIFUL ONE THAN ANOTHER. I WISH, THEREFORE, TO REMOVE THEE HENCE, THAT THOU MAYEST SEE MY RELATIONS AND BE WEDDED TO WHICH EVER THOU LIKEST. 8 "THOU SHALT THEN ABIDE BY ME AND BE AT PEACE; THOU SHALT BE FILLED WITH SPLENDOUR AND LIGHT, AS WE ARE. 9 "THOU SHALT REMAIN IN OUR WORLD. AND REST FROM THIS WORLD AND THE MISERY OF IT; THOU SHALT NEVER AGAIN FEEL FAINT AND WEARY; THOU SHALT NEVER BRING UP AN OFFERING, NOR SUE FOR MERCY; FOR THOU SHALT COMMIT NO MORE [SEXUAL] SIN NOR BE SWAYED BY [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 10 "AND IF THOU WILT HEARKEN TO WHAT I SAY, THOU SHALT WED ONE OF MY DAUGHTERS; FOR WITH US IT IS NO [SEXUAL] SIN SO TO DO; NEITHER IS IT RECKONED ANIMAL [SEXUAL] LUST. 11 "FOR IN OUR WORLD WE HAVE NO GOD; BUT WE ALL ARE GODS; WE ALL ARE OF THE LIGHT, HEAVENLY, POWERFUL, STRONG AND GLORIOUS."
CHAPTER 6
SETH'S CONSCIENCE HELPS HIM. HE RETURNS TO ADAM AND EVE. 1 WHEN SETH HEARD THESE WORDS, HE WAS AMAZED, AND INCLINED HIS HEART TO SATAN'S TREACHEROUS SPEECH, AND SAID TO HIM, "SAIDST THOU THERE IS ANOTHER WORLD CREATED THAN THIS; AND OTHER CREATURES MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN THE CREATURES THAT ARE IN THIS WORLD?" 2 AND SATAN SAID "YES; BEHOLD THOU HAST HEARD ME; BUT I WILL YET PRAISE THEM AND THEIR WAYS, IN THY HEARING." 3 BUT SETH SAID TO HIM, "THY SPEECH HAS AMAZED ME; AND THY BEAUTIFUL DESCRIPTION OF IT ALL." 4 "YET I CANNOT GO WITH THEE TODAY; NOT UNTIL I HAVE GONE TO MY FATHER ADAM AND TO MY MOTHER EVE, AND TOLD THEM ALL THOU HAST SAID TO ME. THEN IF THEY GIVE ME LEAVE TO GO WITH THEE, I WILL COME." 5 AGAIN SETH SAID, "I AM AFRAID OF DOING ANY THING WITHOUT MY FATHER'S AND MOTHER'S LEAVE, LEST I PERISH LIKE MY BROTHER CAIN, AND LIKE MY FATHER ADAM, WHO TRANSGRESSED THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD. BUT, BEHOLD, THOU KNOWEST THIS PLACE; COME, AND MEET ME HERE TOMORROW." 6 WHEN SATAN HEARD THIS, HE SAID TO SETH, "IF THOU TELLEST THY FATHER ADAM WHAT I HAVE TOLD THEE, HE WILL NOT LET THEE COME WITH ME. 7 BUT HEARKEN TO ME; DO NOT TELL THY FATHER AND MOTHER WHAT I HAVE SAID TO THEE; BUT COME WITH ME TO DAY, TO OUR WORLD; WHERE THOU SHALT SEE BEAUTIFUL THINGS AND ENJOY THYSELF THERE, AND REVEL THIS DAY AMONG MY CHILDREN, BEHOLDING THEM AND TAKING THY FILL OF MIRTH; AND REJOICE EVER MORE. THEN I SHALL BRING THEE BACK TO THIS PLACE TOMORROW; BUT IF THOU WOULDEST RATHER ABIDE WITH ME, SO BE IT." 8 THEN SETH ANSWERED, "THE SPIRIT OF MY FATHER AND OF MY MOTHER, HANGS ON ME; AND IF I HIDE FROM THEM ONE DAY, THEY WILL DIE, AND GOD WILL HOLD ME GUILTY OF [SEXUALLY] SINNING AGAINST THEM. 9 "AND EXCEPT THAT THEY KNOW I AM COME TO THIS PLACE TO BRING UP TO IT MY OFFERING, THEY WOULD NOT BE SEPARATED FROM ME ONE HOUR; NEITHER SHOULD I GO TO ANY OTHER PLACE UNLESS THEY LET ME. BUT THEY TREAT ME MOST KINDLY, BECAUSE I COME BACK TO THEM QUICKLY." 10 THEN SATAN SAID TO HIM, "WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THEE IF THOU HIDE THYSELF FROM THEM ONE NIGHT, AND RETURN TO THEM AT BREAK OF DAY?" 11 BUT SETH, WHEN HE SAW HOW HE KEPT ON TALKING, AND THAT HE WOULD NOT LEAVE HIM, RAN, AND WENT UP TO THE ALTAR, AND SPREAD HIS HANDS UNTO GOD, AND SOUGHT DELIVERANCE FROM HIM. 12 THEN GOD SENT HIS WORD, AND CURSED SATAN, WHO FLED FROM HIM. 13 BUT AS FOR SETH, HE HAD GONE UP TO THE ALTAR, SAYING THUS IN HIS HEART. "THE ALTAR IS THE PLACE OF OFFERING, AND GOD IS THERE; A DIVINE FIRE SHALL CONSUME IT, SO, SHALL SATAN BE UNABLE TO HURT ME, AND SHALL NOT TAKE ME AWAY THENCE." 14 THEN SETH CAME DOWN FROM THE ALTAR AND WENT TO HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, WHOM HE FOUND IN THE WAY, LONGING TO HEAR HIS VOICE; FOR HE HAD TARRIED A WHILE. 15 HE THEN BEGAN TO TELL THEM WHAT HAD BEFALLEN HIM FROM SATAN, UNDER THE FORM OF AN ANGEL. 16 BUT WHEN ADAM HEARD HIS ACCOUNT, HE KISSED HIS FACE, AND WARNED HIM AGAINST THAT ANGEL, TELLING HIM IT WAS SATAN WHO THUS APPEARED TO HIM. THEN ADAM TOOK SETH, AND THEY WENT TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES, AND REJOICED THEREIN. 17 BUT FROM THAT DAY FORTH ADAM AND EVE NEVER PARTED FROM HIM, TO WHATEVER PLACE HE MIGHT GO, WHETHER FOR HIS OFFERING OR FOR ANY THING ELSE. 18 THIS SIGN HAPPENED TO SETH, WHEN HE WAS NINE YEARS OLD.
CHAPTER 7
1 WHEN OUR FATHER ADAM SAW THAT HIS END WAS NEAR, HE CALLED HIS SON SETH, WHO CAME TO HIM IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES, AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: 2 "O SETH, MY SON, BRING ME THY CHILDREN AND THY CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, THAT I MAY SHED MY BLESSING ON THEM ERE I DIE." 3 WHEN SETH HEARD THESE WORDS FROM HIS FATHER ADAM, HE WENT FROM HIM, SHED A FLOOD OF TEARS OVER HIS FACE, AND GATHERED TOGETHER HIS CHILDREN AND HIS CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, AND BROUGHT THEM TO HIS FATHER ADAM. 4 BUT WHEN OUR FATHER ADAM SAW THEM AROUND HIM, HE WEPT AT HAVING TO BE SEPARATED FROM THEM. 5 AND WHEN THEY SAW HIM WEEPING, THEY ALL WEPT TOGETHER, AND FELL UPON HIS FACE SAYING, "HOW SHALT THOU BE SEVERED FROM US, O OUR FATHER? AND HOW SHALL THE EARTH RECEIVE THEE AND HIDE THEE FROM OUR EYES?" THUS, DID THEY LAMENT MUCH, AND IN LIKE WORDS. 6 THEN OUR FATHER ADAM BLESSED THEM ALL, AND SAID TO SETH, AFTER HE HAD BLESSED THEM: 7 "O SETH, MY SON, THOU KNOWEST THIS WORLD THAT IT IS FULL OF SORROW, AND OF WEARINESS; AND THOU KNOWEST ALL THAT HAS COME UPON US, FROM OUR TRIALS IN IT I THEREFORE, FLOW COMMAND THEE IN THESE WORDS: TO KEEP INNOCENCY, TO BE PURE AND JUST, AND TRUSTING IN GOD; AND LEAN NOT TO THE DISCOURSES OF SATAN, NOR TO THE APPARITIONS IN WHICH HE WILL SHOW HIMSELF TO THEE. 8 BUT KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS THAT I GIVE THEE THIS DAY; THEN GIVE THE SAME TO THY SON ENOS; AND LET ENOS GIVE IT TO HIS SON CAINAN; AND CAINAN TO HIS SON MAHALALEEL; SO THAT THIS COMMANDMENT ABIDE FIRM AMONG ALL YOUR CHILDREN. 9 "O SETH, MY SON, THE MOMENT I AM DEAD TAKE YE MY BODY AND WIND IT UP WITH MYRRH, ALOES, AND CASSIA, AND LEAVE ME HERE IN THIS CAVE OF TREASURES IN WHICH ARE ALL THESE TOKENS WHICH GOD GAVE US FROM THE GARDEN. 10 "O MY SON, HEREAFTER SHALL A FLOOD COME AND OVERWHELM ALL CREATURES, AND LEAVE OUT ONLY EIGHT SOULS. 11 "BUT, O MY SON, LET THOSE WHOM IT WILL LEAVE OUT FROM AMONG YOUR CHILDREN AT THAT TIME, TAKE MY BODY WITH THEM OUT OF THIS CAVE; AND WHEN THEY HAVE TAKEN IT WITH THEM, LET THE OLDEST AMONG THEM COMMAND HIS CHILDREN TO LAY MY BODY IN A SHIP UNTIL THE FLOOD HAS BEEN ASSUAGED, AND THEY COME OUT OF THE SHIP. 12 THEN THEY SHALL TAKE MY BODY AND LAY IT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EARTH, SHORTLY AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN SAVED FROM THE WATERS OF THE FLOOD. 13 "FOR THE PLACE WHERE MY BODY SHALL BE LAID, IS THE MIDDLE OF THE EARTH; GOD SHALL COME FROM THENCE AND SHALL SAVE ALL OUR KINDRED. 14 "BUT NOW, O SETH, MY SON, PLACE THYSELF AT THE HEAD OF THY PEOPLE; TEND THEM AND WATCH OVER THEM IN THE FEAR OF GOD; AND LEAD THEM IN THE GOOD WAY. COMMAND THEM TO FAST UNTO GOD; AND MAKE THEM UNDERSTAND THEY OUGHT NOT TO HEARKEN TO SATAN, LEST HE DESTROY THEM. 15 "THEN, AGAIN, SEVER THY CHILDREN AND THY CHILDREN'S CHILDREN FROM CAIN'S CHILDREN; DO NOT LET THEM EVER [MINGLE], MIX [SEED] WITH THOSE, NOR COME NEAR THEM EITHER IN THEIR [SEXUAL] WORDS OR IN THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS." 16 THEN ADAM LET HIS BLESSING DESCEND UPON SETH, AND UPON HIS CHILDREN, AND UPON ALL HIS CHILDREN'S CHILDREN. 17 HE THEN TURNED TO HIS SON SETH, AND TO EVE HIS WIFE, AND, SAID TO THEM, "PRESERVE THIS GOLD, THIS INCENSE, AND THIS MYRRH, THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US FOR A SIGN; FOR IN DAYS THAT ARE COMING, A FLOOD WILL OVERWHELM THE WHOLE CREATION. BUT THOSE WHO SHALL GO INTO THE ARK SHALL TAKE WITH THEM THE GOLD, THE INCENSE, AND THE MYRRH, TOGETHER WITH MY BODY; AND WILL LAY THE GOLD, THE INCENSE, AND THE MYRRH, WITH MY BODY IN THE MIDST OF THE EARTH. 18 "THEN, AFTER A LONG TIME, THE CITY IN WHICH THE GOLD, THE INCENSE, AND THE MYRRH ARE FOUND WITH MY BODY, SHALL BE PLUNDERED. BUT WHEN IT IS SPOILED, THE GOLD THE INCENSE, AND THE MYRRH SHALL BE TAKEN CARE OF WITH THE SPOIL THAT IS KEPT; AND NAUGHT OF THEM SHALL PERISH, UNTIL THE WORD OF GOD, MADE MAN SHALL COME; WHEN KINGS SHALL TAKE THEM, AND SHALL OFFER TO HIM, GOLD IN TOKEN OF HIS BEING KING; INCENSE, IN TOKEN OF HIS BEING GOD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH; AND MYRRH, IN TOKEN OF HIS [SEXLESS] PASSION. 19 "GOLD ALSO, AS A TOKEN OF HIS OVERCOMING SATAN, AND ALL OUR FOES; INCENSE AS A TOKEN THAT HE WILL RISE FROM THE DEAD, AND BE EXALTED ABOVE THINGS IN HEAVEN AND THINGS IN THE EARTH; AND MYRRH, IN TOKEN THAT HE WILL DRINK BITTER GALL; AND FEEL THE PAINS OF HELL FROM SATAN. 20 "AND NOW, O SETH, MY SON, BEHOLD I HAVE REVEALED UNTO THEE HIDDEN MYSTERIES, WHICH GOD HAD REVEALED UNTO ME. KEEP MY COMMANDMENT, FOR THYSELF, AND FOR THY PEOPLE." 
CHAPTER 8
ADAM'S REMARKABLE LAST WORDS. HE PREDICTS THE FLOOD. HE EXHORTS HIS OFFSPRING TO GOOD. HE REVEALS CERTAIN MYSTERIES OF LIFE. 1 WHEN OUR FATHER ADAM SAW THAT HIS END WAS NEAR, HE CALLED HIS SON SETH, WHO CAME TO HIM IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES, AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: 2 "O SETH, MY SON, BRING ME THY CHILDREN AND THY CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, THAT I MAY SHED MY BLESSING ON THEM ERE I DIE." 3 WHEN SETH HEARD THESE WORDS FROM HIS FATHER ADAM, HE WENT FROM HIM, SHED A FLOOD OF TEARS OVER HIS FACE, AND GATHERED TOGETHER HIS CHILDREN AND HIS CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, AND BROUGHT THEM TO HIS FATHER ADAM. 4 BUT WHEN OUR FATHER ADAM SAW THEM AROUND HIM, HE WEPT AT HAVING TO BE SEPARATED FROM THEM. 5 AND WHEN THEY SAW HIM WEEPING, THEY ALL WEPT TOGETHER, AND FELL UPON HIS FACE SAYING, "HOW SHALT THOU BE SEVERED FROM US, O OUR FATHER? AND HOW SHALL THE EARTH RECEIVE THEE AND HIDE THEE FROM OUR EYES?" THUS, DID THEY LAMENT MUCH, AND IN LIKE WORDS. 6 THEN OUR FATHER ADAM BLESSED THEM ALL, AND SAID TO SETH, AFTER HE HAD BLESSED THEM: 7 "O SETH, MY SON, THOU KNOWEST THIS WORLD THAT IT IS FULL OF SORROW, AND OF WEARINESS; AND THOU KNOWEST ALL THAT HAS COME UPON US, FROM OUR TRIALS IN IT I THEREFORE FLOW COMMAND THEE IN THESE WORDS: TO KEEP INNOCENCY, TO BE PURE AND JUST, AND TRUSTING IN GOD; AND LEAN NOT TO THE DISCOURSES OF SATAN, NOR TO THE APPARITIONS IN WHICH HE WILL SHOW HIMSELF TO THEE. 8 BUT KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS THAT I GIVE THEE THIS DAY; THEN GIVE THE SAME TO THY SON ENOS; AND LET ENOS GIVE IT TO HIS SON CAINAN; AND CAINAN TO HIS SON MAHALALEEL; SO THAT THIS COMMANDMENT ABIDE FIRM AMONG ALL YOUR CHILDREN. 9 "O SETH, MY SON, THE MOMENT I AM DEAD TAKE YE MY BODY AND WIND IT UP WITH MYRRH, ALOES, AND CASSIA, AND LEAVE ME HERE IN THIS CAVE OF TREASURES IN WHICH ARE ALL THESE TOKENS WHICH GOD GAVE US FROM THE GARDEN. 10 "O MY SON, HEREAFTER SHALL A FLOOD COME AND OVERWHELM ALL CREATURES, AND LEAVE OUT ONLY EIGHT SOULS. 11 "BUT, O MY SON, LET THOSE WHOM IT WILL LEAVE OUT FROM AMONG YOUR CHILDREN AT THAT TIME, TAKE MY BODY WITH THEM OUT OF THIS CAVE; AND WHEN THEY HAVE TAKEN IT WITH THEM, LET THE OLDEST AMONG THEM COMMAND HIS CHILDREN TO LAY MY BODY IN A SHIP UNTIL THE FLOOD HAS BEEN ASSUAGED, AND THEY COME OUT OF THE SHIP. 12 THEN THEY SHALL TAKE MY BODY AND LAY IT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EARTH, SHORTLY AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN SAVED FROM THE WATERS OF THE FLOOD. 13 "FOR THE PLACE WHERE MY BODY SHALL BE LAID, IS THE MIDDLE OF THE EARTH; GOD SHALL COME FROM THENCE AND SHALL SAVE ALL OUR KINDRED. 14 "BUT NOW, O SETH, MY SON, PLACE THYSELF AT THE HEAD OF THY PEOPLE; TEND THEM AND WATCH OVER THEM IN THE FEAR OF GOD; AND LEAD THEM IN THE GOOD WAY. COMMAND THEM TO FAST UNTO GOD; AND MAKE THEM UNDERSTAND THEY OUGHT NOT TO HEARKEN TO SATAN, LEST HE DESTROY THEM. 15 "THEN, AGAIN, SEVER THY CHILDREN AND THY CHILDREN'S CHILDREN FROM CAIN'S CHILDREN; DO NOT LET THEM EVER [MINGLE], MIX [SEED] WITH THOSE, NOR COME NEAR THEM EITHER IN THEIR [SEXUAL] WORDS OR IN THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS." 16 THEN ADAM LET HIS BLESSING DESCEND UPON SETH, AND UPON HIS CHILDREN, AND UPON ALL HIS CHILDREN'S CHILDREN. 17 HE THEN TURNED TO HIS SON SETH, AND TO EVE HIS WIFE, AND, SAID TO THEM, "PRESERVE THIS GOLD, THIS INCENSE, AND THIS MYRRH, THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US FOR A SIGN; FOR IN DAYS THAT ARE COMING, A FLOOD WILL OVERWHELM THE WHOLE CREATION. BUT THOSE WHO SHALL GO INTO THE ARK SHALL TAKE WITH THEM THE GOLD, THE INCENSE, AND THE MYRRH, TOGETHER WITH MY BODY; AND WILL LAY THE GOLD, THE INCENSE, AND THE MYRRH, WITH MY BODY IN THE MIDST OF THE EARTH. 18 "THEN, AFTER A LONG TIME, THE CITY IN WHICH THE GOLD, THE INCENSE, AND THE MYRRH ARE FOUND WITH MY BODY, SHALL BE PLUNDERED. BUT WHEN IT IS SPOILED, THE GOLD THE INCENSE, AND THE MYRRH SHALL BE TAKEN CARE OF WITH THE SPOIL THAT IS KEPT; AND NAUGHT OF THEM SHALL PERISH, UNTIL THE WORD OF GOD, MADE MAN SHALL COME; WHEN KINGS SHALL TAKE THEM, AND SHALL OFFER TO HIM, GOLD IN TOKEN OF HIS BEING KING; INCENSE, IN TOKEN OF HIS BEING GOD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH; AND MYRRH, IN TOKEN OF HIS [SEXLESS] PASSION. 19 "GOLD ALSO, AS A TOKEN OF HIS OVERCOMING SATAN, AND ALL OUR FOES; INCENSE AS A TOKEN THAT HE WILL RISE FROM THE DEAD, AND BE EXALTED ABOVE THINGS IN HEAVEN AND THINGS IN THE EARTH; AND MYRRH, IN TOKEN THAT HE WILL DRINK BITTER GALL; AND FEEL THE PAINS OF HELL FROM SATAN. 20 "AND NOW, O SETH, MY SON, BEHOLD I HAVE REVEALED UNTO THEE HIDDEN MYSTERIES, WHICH GOD HAD REVEALED UNTO ME. KEEP MY COMMANDMENT, FOR THYSELF, AND FOR THY PEOPLE.”
CHAPTER 9
THE DEATH OF ADAM. 1 WHEN ADAM HAD ENDED HIS COMMANDMENT TO SETH, HIS LIMBS WERE LOOSENED, HIS HANDS AND FEET LOST ALL POWER, HIS MOUTH BECAME DUMB, AND HIS TONGUE CEASED ALTOGETHER TO SPEAK. HE CLOSED HIS EYES AND GAVE UP THE GHOST. 2 BUT WHEN HIS CHILDREN SAW THAT HE WAS DEAD, THEY THREW THEMSELVES OVER HIM, MEN AND WOMEN, OLD AND YOUNG, WEEPING. 3 THE DEATH OF ADAM TOOK PLACE AT THE END OF NINE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS THAT HE LIVED UPON THE EARTH; ON THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF BARMUDEH, AFTER THE RECKONING OF AN EPACT OF THE SUN, AT THE NINTH HOUR [3:00PM]. 4 IT WAS ON A FRIDAY, THE VERY DAY ON WHICH HE WAS CREATED, AND ON WHICH HE RESTED; AND THE HOUR AT WHICH HE DIED, WAS THE SAME AS THAT AT WHICH HE CAME OUT OF THE GARDEN [THE INITIAL 1ST EIGHT DAYS OF ALL CREATION IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE ARE AS AS FOLLOWS: THE 1ST DAY IS CREATOR AGENT LORDSHIP/LADYSHIP IS CAST OUT AT 3:00PM ON SUNDAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT & THE CREATOR AGENT LORDSHIP/LADYSHIP IS CAST OUT AT 3:00AM ON SUNDAY NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT, THE 2ND DAY IS SAINTLY CHRISTIAN LORDSHIP/LADYSHIP IS CAST OUT AT 3:00PM ON MONDAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT & THE SAINTLY CHRISTIAN LORDSHIP/LADYSHIP IS CAST OUT AT 3:00AM MONDAY NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT, THE 3RD DAY IS ANGEL KIND, SPIRIT KIND, GHOST KIND, SHADOW KIND & PHANTOM KIND IS CAST OUT AT 3:00PM ON TUESDAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT & THE ANGEL KIND, SPIRIT KIND, GHOST KIND, SHADOW KIND & PHANTOM KIND IS CAST OUT AT 3:00AM ON TUESDAY NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT, THE 4TH DAY IS LAW KIND IS CAST OUT AT 3:00PM ON WEDNESDAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT & THE LAW KIND IS CAST OUT AT 3:00AM ON WEDNESDAY NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT, THE 5TH DAY IS BOY KIND & GIRL KIND IS CAST OUT AT 3:00PM ON THURSDAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT & THE BOY KIND & GIRL KIND IS CAST OUT AT 3:00AM ON THURSDAY NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT, THE 6TH DAY IS MANKIND IS CAST OUT AT 3:00PM ON FRIDAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT & THE MANKIND IS CAST OUT AT 3:00AM ON FRIDAY NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT, THE 7TH DAY IS WOMANKIND IS CAST OUT AT 3:00PM ON SATURDAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT & THE WOMANKIND IS CAST OUT AT 3:00AM SATURDAY NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT & THE 8TH DAY IS CHILD KIND IS CAST OUT AT 3:00PM ON SUNDAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT & THE CHILD KIND IS CAST OUT AT 3:00AM ON SUNDAY NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE, BUT ANYTHING BEFORE IS CASTING IN TO CASTING OUT OR AFTERWARDS CASTING OUT TO CASTING IN OF THE INITIAL 1ST EIGHT DAYS TO ETERNITY IS THE NEW UNIVERSE IN EIGHT DAYS ON THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE FROM THE 1ST DAY THAT OVERLAPS THE 8TH DAY IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE TO ETERNITY & IN THIS 1ST INITIAL PROCESS IN THE 8TH DAY, ON SUNDAY NIGHT ONLY AT 3:00AM, EVEN THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD AS THE TOP LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH AS SUPREME CREATOR IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IS CAST DOWN ONCE TO BECOME THE LESSER LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH AS POTTER CREATOR OF THE ENTIRE UNIVERSES, BUT IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER, THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD IS THE TOP LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH AS SUPREME CREATOR FOREVER ENDLESSLY]. 5 THEN SETH WOUND HIM UP WELL, AND EMBALMED HIM WITH PLENTY OF SWEET SPICES, FROM SACRED TREES AND FROM THE HOLY MOUNTAIN; AND HE LAID HIS BODY ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF THE INSIDE OF THE CAVE, THE SIDE OF THE INCENSE; AND PLACED IN FRONT OF HIM A LAMP-STAND KEPT BURNING. 6 THEN HIS CHILDREN STOOD BEFORE HIM WEEPING AND WAILING OVER HIM THE WHOLE NIGHT UNTIL BREAK OF DAY. 7 THEN SETH AND HIS SON ENOS, AND CAINAN, THE SON OF ENOS, WENT OUT AND TOOK GOOD OFFERINGS TO PRESENT UNTO THE LORD, AND THEY CAME TO THE ALTAR UPON WHICH ADAM OFFERED GIFTS TO GOD, WHEN HE DID OFFER. 8 BUT EVE SAID TO THEM, "WAIT UNTIL WE HAVE FIRST ASKED GOD TO ACCEPT OUR OFFERING, AND TO KEEP BY HIM THE SOUL OF ADAM HIS SERVANT, AND TO TAKE IT UP TO REST." 9 AND THEY ALL STOOD UP AND PRAYED. 
CHAPTER 10
"ADAM WAS THE FIRST..." 1 AND WHEN THEY HAD ENDED THEIR PRAYER, THE WORD OF GOD CAME AND COMFORTED THEM CONCERNING THEIR FATHER ADAM. 2 AFTER THIS, THEY OFFERED THEIR GIFTS FOR THEMSELVES AND FOR THEIR FATHER. 3 AND WHEN THEY HAD ENDED THEIR OFFERING, THE WORD OF GOD CAME TO SETH, THE ELDEST AMONG THEM, SAYING UNTO HIM, "O SETH, SETH, SETH, THREE TIMES. AS I WAS WITH THY FATHER, SO ALSO SHALL I BE WITH THEE, UNTIL THE FULFILMENT OF THE PROMISE I MADE HIM THY FATHER SAYING, I WILL SEND MY WORD AND SAVE THEE AND THY SEED. 4 "BUT AS TO THY FATHER ADAM, KEEP THOU THE COMMANDMENT HE GAVE THEE; AND SEVER THY SEED FROM THAT OF CAIN THY BROTHER." 5 AND GOD WITHDREW HIS WORD FROM SETH. 6 THEN SETH, EVE, AND THEIR CHILDREN, CAME DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES. 7 BUT ADAM WAS THE FIRST WHOSE SOUL DIED IN THE LAND OF EDEN, IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES; FOR NO ONE DIED BEFORE HIM, BUT HIS SON ABEL, WHO DIED MURDERED. 8 THEN ALL THE CHILDREN OF ADAM ROSE UP, AND WEPT OVER THEIR FATHER ADAM, AND MADE OFFERINGS TO HIM, ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY DAYS.
CHAPTER 11
SETH BECOMES HEAD OF THE MOST HAPPY AND JUST TRIBE OF PEOPLE WHO EVER LIVED. 1 AFTER THE DEATH OF ADAM AND OF EVE, SETH SEVERED HIS CHILDREN, AND HIS CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, FROM CAIN'S CHILDREN. CAIN AND HIS SEED WENT DOWN AND DWELT WESTWARD, BELOW THE PLACE WHERE HE HAD KILLED HIS BROTHER ABEL. 2 BUT SETH AND HIS CHILDREN, DWELT NORTHWARDS UPON THE MOUNTAIN OF THE CAVE OF TREASURES, IN ORDER TO BE NEAR TO THEIR FATHER ADAM. 3 AND SETH THE ELDER, TALL AND GOOD, WITH A FINE SOUL, AND OF A STRONG MIND, STOOD AT THE HEAD OF HIS PEOPLE; AND TENDED THEM IN INNOCENCE, PENITENCE, AND MEEKNESS, AND DID NOT ALLOW ONE OF THEM TO GO DOWN TO CAIN'S CHILDREN. 4 BUT BECAUSE OF THEIR OWN PURITY, THEY WERE NAMED "CHILDREN OF GOD," AND THEY WERE WITH GOD, INSTEAD OF THE HOSTS OF ANGELS WHO FELL; FOR THEY CONTINUED IN PRAISES TO GOD, AND IN SINGING PSALMS UNTO HIM, IN THEIR CAVE, THE CAVE OF TREASURES. 5 THEN SETH STOOD BEFORE THE BODY OF HIS FATHER ADAM, AND OF HIS MOTHER EVE, AND PRAYED NIGHT AND DAY, AND ASKED FOR MERCY TOWARDS HIMSELF AND HIS CHILDREN; AND THAT WHEN HE HAD SOME DIFFICULT DEALING WITH A CHILD, HE WOULD GIVE HIM [SEXLESS] COUNSEL. 6 BUT SETH AND HIS CHILDREN DID NOT LIKE EARTHLY WORK, BUT GAVE THEMSELVES TO HEAVENLY THINGS; FOR THEY HAD NO OTHER [SEXLESS] THOUGHT THAN PRAISES, DOXOLOGIES, AND PSALMS UNTO GOD. 7 THEREFORE DID THEY AT ALL TIMES HEAR THE VOICES OF ANGELS, PRAISING AND GLORIFYING GOD; FROM WITHIN THE GARDEN, OR WHEN THEY WERE SENT BY GOD ON AN ERRAND, OR WHEN THEY WERE GOING UP TO HEAVEN. 8 FOR SETH AND HIS CHILDREN, BY REASON OF THEIR OWN PURITY, HEARD AND SAW THOSE ANGELS. THEN, AGAIN, THE GARDEN WAS NOT FAR ABOVE THEM, BUT ONLY SOME FIFTEEN SPIRITUAL CUBITS. 9 NOW ONE SPIRITUAL CUBIT ANSWERS TO THREE CUBITS OF MAN, ALTOGETHER FORTY-FIVE CUBITS. 10 SETH AND HIS CHILDREN DWELT ON THE MOUNTAIN BELOW THE GARDEN; THEY SOWED NOT, NEITHER DID THEY REAP; THEY WROUGHT NO FOOD FOR THE BODY. NOT EVEN WHEAT; BUT ONLY OFFERINGS. THEY ATE OF THE FRUIT AND OF TREES WELL FLAVOURED THAT GREW ON THE MOUNTAIN WHERE THEY DWELT. 11 THEN SETH OFTEN FASTED EVERY FORTY DAYS, AS DID ALSO HIS ELDEST CHILDREN. FOR THE FAMILY OF SETH SMELLED THE SMELL OF THE TREES IN THE GARDEN, WHEN THE WIND BLEW THAT WAY. 12 THEY WERE HAPPY, INNOCENT, WITHOUT SUDDEN FEAR, THERE WAS NO JEALOUSY, NO EVIL [SEXUAL] ACTION, NO HATRED AMONG THEM. THERE WAS NO ANIMAL [SEXUAL] PASSION; FROM NO MOUTH AMONG THEM WENT FORTH EITHER FOUL [SEXUAL] WORDS OR CURSE; NEITHER EVIL [SEXUAL] COUNSEL NOR FRAUD. FOR THE MEN OF THAT TIME NEVER SWORE, BUT UNDER HARD CIRCUMSTANCES, WHEN MEN MUST SWEAR, THEY SWORE BY THE BLOOD OF ABEL THE JUST. 13 BUT THEY CONSTRAINED THEIR CHILDREN AND THEIR WOMEN EVERY DAY IN THE CAVE TO FAST AND PRAY, AND TO WORSHIP THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. THEY BLESSED THEMSELVES IN THE BODY OF THEIR FATHER ADAM, AND ANOINTED THEMSELVES WITH IT. 14 AND THEY DID SO UNTIL THE END OF SETH DREW NEAR. 
CHAPTER 12
SETH'S FAMILY AFFAIRS. HIS DEATH. THE HEADSHIP OF ENOS. HOW THE OUTCAST BRANCH OF ADAM'S FAMILY FARED. 1 THEN SETH, THE JUST, CALLED HIS SON ENOS, AND CAINAN, SON OF ENOS, AND MAHALALEEL, SON OF CAINAN, AND SAID UNTO THEM: 2 "AS MY END IS NEAR, I WISH TO BUILD A ROOF OVER THE ALTAR ON WHICH GIFTS ARE OFFERED." 3 THEY HEARKENED TO HIS COMMANDMENT AND WENT OUT, ALL OF THEM, BOTH OLD AND YOUNG, AND WORKED HARD AT IT, AND BUILT A BEAUTIFUL ROOF OVER THE ALTAR. 4 AND SETH'S [SEXLESS] THOUGHT, IN SO DOING, WAS THAT A BLESSING SHOULD COME UPON HIS CHILDREN ON THE MOUNTAIN; AND THAT HE SHOULD PRESENT AN OFFERING FOR THEM BEFORE HIS DEATH. 5 THEN WHEN THE BUILDING OF THE ROOF WAS COMPLETED, HE COMMANDED THEM TO MAKE OFFERINGS. THEY WORKED DILIGENTLY AT THESE, AND BROUGHT THEM TO SETH THEIR FATHER WHO TOOK THEM AND OFFERED THEM UPON THE ALTAR; AND PRAYED GOD TO ACCEPT THEIR OFFERINGS, TO HAVE MERCY ON THE SOULS OF HIS CHILDREN, AND TO KEEP THEM FROM THE HAND OF SATAN. 6 AND GOD ACCEPTED HIS OFFERING, AND SENT HIS BLESSING UPON HIM AND UPON HIS CHILDREN. AND THEN GOD MADE A PROMISE TO SETH, SAYING, "AT THE END OF THE GREAT FIVE DAYS AND A HALF, CONCERNING WHICH I HAVE MADE A PROMISE TO THEE AND TO THY FATHER, I WILL SEND MY WORD AND SAVE THEE AND THY SEED." 7 THEN SETH AND HIS CHILDREN, AND HIS CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, MET TOGETHER, AND CAME DOWN FROM THE ALTAR, AND WENT TO THE CAVE OF TREASURES, WHERE THEY PRAYED, AND BLESSED THEMSELVES IN THE BODY OF OUR FATHER ADAM, AND ANOINTED THEMSELVES WITH IT. 8 BUT SETH ABODE IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES, A FEW DAYS, AND THEN SUFFERED-SUFFERINGS UNTO DEATH. 9 THEN ENOS, HIS FIRST-BORN SON, CAME TO HIM, WITH CAINAN, HIS SON, AND MAHALALEEL, CAINAN'S SON, AND JARED, THE SON OF MAHALALEEL, AND ENOCH, JARED'S SON, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN TO RECEIVE A BLESSING FROM SETH. 10 THEN SETH PRAYED OVER THEM, AND BLESSED THEM, AND ADJURED THEM BY THE BLOOD OF ABEL THE JUST, SAYING, "I BEG OF YOU MY CHILDREN, NOT TO LET ONE OF YOU GO DOWN FROM THIS HOLY AND PURE MOUNTAIN. 11 MAKE NO FELLOWSHIP WITH THE CHILDREN OF CAIN THE MURDERER AND THE [SEXUAL] SINNER, WHO KILLED HIS BROTHER; FOR YE KNOW, O MY CHILDREN, THAT WE FLEE FROM HIM, AND FROM ALL HIS [SEXUAL] SIN WITH ALL OUR MIGHT BECAUSE HE KILLED HIS BROTHER ABEL." 12 AFTER HAVING SAID THIS, SETH BLESSED ENOS, HIS FIRST-BORN SON, AND COMMANDED HIM HABITUALLY TO MINISTER IN PURITY BEFORE THE BODY OF OUR FATHER ADAM, ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE; THEN, ALSO, TO GO AT TIMES TO THE ALTAR WHICH HE SETH HAD BUILT. AND HE COMMANDED HIM TO FEED HIS PEOPLE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, IN JUDGMENT AND PURITY ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE. 13 THEN THE LIMBS OF SETH WERE LOOSENED; HIS HANDS AND FEET LOST ALL POWER; HIS MOUTH BECAME DUMB AND UNABLE TO SPEAK; AND HE GAVE UP THE GHOST AND DIED THE DAY AFTER HIS NINE HUNDRED AND TWELFTH YEAR; ON THE TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY OF THE MONTH ABIB; ENOCH BEING THEN TWENTY YEARS OLD. 14 THEN THEY WOUND UP CAREFUL THE BODY OF SETH, AND EMBALMED HIM WITH SWEET SPICES, AND LAID HIM IN THE CAVE TREASURES, ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF OUR FATHER ADAM'S BODY, AND THEY MOURNED FOR HIM FORTY DAYS. THEY OFFERED GIFTS FOR HIM, AS THEY HAD DONE FOR OUR FATHER ADAM. 15 AFTER THE DEATH OF SETH, ENOS ROSE AT THE HEAD OF HIS PEOPLE, WHOM HE FED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND JUDGMENT, AS HIS FATHER HAD COMMANDED HIM. 16 BUT BY THE TIME ENOS WAS EIGHT HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS OLD, CAIN HAD A LARGE PROGENY; FOR THEY MARRIED FREQUENTLY, BEING GIVEN TO ANIMAL [SEXUAL] LUSTS [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]; UNTIL THE LAND BELOW THE MOUNTAIN, WAS FILLED WITH THEM. 
CHAPTER 13
"AMONG THE CHILDREN OF CAIN THERE WAS MUCH ROBBERY, MURDER AND [SEXUAL] SIN." 1 IN THOSE DAYS LIVED LAMECH THE BLIND, WHO WAS OF THE SONS OF CAIN. HE HAD A SON WHOSE NAME WAS ATUN, AND THEY TWO HAD MUCH CATTLE. 2 BUT LAMECH WAS IN THE HABIT OF SENDING THEM TO FEED WITH A YOUNG SHEPHERD, WHO TENDED THEM; AND WHO, WHEN COMING HOME IN THE EVENING WEPT BEFORE 12 THEN LAMECH AND THE YOUNG SHEPHERD CAME UP TO HIM, AND FOUND HIM LYING ON THE GROUND. AND THE YOUNG SHEPHERD SAID TO HIM, "IT IS CAIN OUR GRANDFATHER, WHOM THOU HAST KILLED, O MY LORD!" 18 THEN WAS LAMECH SORRY FOR IT, AND FROM THE BITTERNESS OF HIS REGRET, HE CLAPPED HIS HANDS TOGETHER, AND STRUCK WITH HIS FLAT PALM THE HEAD OF THE YOUTH, WHO FELL AS IF DEAD; BUT LAMECH [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT IT WAS A FEINT, SO, HE TOOK UP A STONE AND SMOTE HIM, AND SMASHED HIS HEAD UNTIL HE DIED.
CHAPTER 14
TIME, LIKE AN EVER-ROLLING STREAM, BEARS AWAY ANOTHER GENERATION OF MEN. 1 WHEN ENOS WAS NINE HUNDRED YEARS OLD, ALL THE CHILDREN OF SETH, AND OF CAINAN, AND HIS FIRST-BORN, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, GATHERED AROUND HIM, ASKING FOR A BLESSING FROM HIM. 2 HE THEN PRAYED OVER THEM AND BLESSED THEM, AND ADJURED THEM BY THE BLOOD OF ABEL THE JUST SAYING TO THEM, "LET NOT ONE OF YOUR CHILDREN GO DOWN FROM THIS HOLY MOUNTAIN, AND LET THEM MAKE NO FELLOWSHIP WITH THE CHILDREN OF CAIN THE MURDERER." 3 THEN ENOS CALLED HIS SON CAINAN AND SAID TO HIM, "SEE, O MY SON, AND SET THY HEART ON THY PEOPLE, AND ESTABLISH THEM IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND IN INNOCENCE; AND STAND MINISTERING BEFORE THE BODY OF OUR FATHER ADAM, ALL THE DAYS OF THY LIFE." 4 AFTER THIS ENOS ENTERED IN TO REST, AGED NINE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE YEARS; AND CAINAN WOUND HIM UP, AND LAID HIM IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES ON THE LEFT OF HIS FATHER ADAM; AND MADE OFFERINGS FOR HIM, AFTER THE CUSTOM OF HIS FATHERS. 
CHAPTER 15
THE OFFSPRING OF ADAM CONTINUE TO KEEP THE CAVE OF TREASURES AS A FAMILY SHRINE. 1 AFTER THE DEATH OF ENOS, CAINAN STOOD AT THE HEAD OF HIS PEOPLE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND INNOCENCE, AS HIS FATHER HAD COMMANDED HIM; HE ALSO CONTINUED TO MINISTER BEFORE THE BODY OF ADAM, INSIDE THE CAVE OF TREASURES. 2 THEN WHEN HE HAD LIVED NINE HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS, SUFFERING AND AFFLICTION CAME UPON HIM. AND WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO ENTER INTO REST, ALL THE FATHERS WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN CAME TO HIM, AND HE BLESSED THEM, AND ADJURED THEM BY THE BLOOD OF ABEL, THE JUST, SAYING TO THEM, "LET NOT ONE AMONG YOU GO DOWN FROM THIS HOLY MOUNTAIN; AND MAKE NO FELLOWSHIP WITH THE CHILDREN OF CAIN THE MURDERER." 3 MAHALALEEL, HIS FIRST-BORN SON, RECEIVED THIS COMMANDMENT FROM HIS FATHER, WHO BLESSED HIM AND DIED. 4 THEN MAHALALEEL EMBALMED HIM WITH SWEET SPICES, AND LAID HIM IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES, WITH HIS FATHERS; AND THEY MADE OFFERINGS FOR HIM, AFTER THE CUSTOM OF THEIR FATHERS. 
CHAPTER 16
THE GOOD BRANCH OF THE FAMILY IS STILL AFRAID OF THE CHILDREN OF CAIN. 1 THEN MAHALALEEL STOOD OVER HIS PEOPLE, AND FED THEM IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND INNOCENCE, AND WATCHED THEM TO SEE THEY HELD NO INTERCOURSE WITH THE CHILDREN OF CAIN. 2 HE ALSO CONTINUED IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES PRAYING AND MINISTERING BEFORE THE BODY OF OUR FATHER ADAM, ASKING GOD FOR MERCY ON HIMSELF AND ON HIS PEOPLE; UNTIL HE WAS EIGHT HUNDRED AND SEVENTY YEARS OLD, WHEN HE FELL SICK. 3 THEN ALL HIS CHILDREN GATHERED UNTO HIM, TO SEE HIM, AND TO ASK FOR HIS BLESSING ON THEM ALL, ERE HE LEFT THIS WORLD. 4 THEN MAHALALEEL AROSE AND SAT ON HIS BED, HIS TEARS STREAMING DOWN HIS FACE, AND HE CALLED HIS ELDEST SON JARED, WHO CAME TO HIM. 5 HE THEN KISSED HIS FACE, AND SAID TO HIM, "O JARED, MY SON, I ADJURE THEE BY HIM WHO MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, TO WATCH OVER THY PEOPLE, AND TO FEED THEM IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND IN INNOCENCE; AND NOT TO LET ONE OF THEM GO DOWN FROM THIS HOLY MOUNTAIN TO THE CHILDREN OF CAIN, LEST HE PERISH WITH THEM. 6 "HEAR, O MY SON, HEREAFTER THERE SHALL COME A GREAT DESTRUCTION UPON THIS EARTH ON ACCOUNT OF THEM; GOD WILL BE ANGRY WITH THE WORLD, AND WILL DESTROY THEM WITH WATERS. 7 "BUT I ALSO KNOW THAT THY CHILDREN WILL NOT HEARKEN TO THEE, AND THAT THEY WILL GO DOWN FROM THIS MOUNTAIN AND HOLD INTERCOURSE WITH THE CHILDREN OF CAIN, AND THAT THEY SHALL PERISH WITH THEM. 8 "O MY SON! TEACH THEM, AND WATCH OVER THEM, THAT NO GUILT ATTACHED TO THEE ON THEIR ACCOUNT." 9 MAHALALEEL SAID, MOREOVER, TO HIS SON JARED, "WHEN I DIE, EMBALM MY BODY AND LAY IT IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES, BY THE BODIES OF MY FATHERS; THEN STAND THOU BY MY BODY AND PRAY TO GOD; AND TAKE CARE OF THEM, AND FULFILL THY MINISTRY BEFORE THEM, UNTIL THOU ENTEREST INTO REST THYSELF." 10 MAHALALEEL THEN BLESSED ALL HIS CHILDREN; AND THEN LAY DOWN ON HIS BED, AND ENTERED INTO REST LIKE HIS FATHERS. 11 BUT WHEN JARED SAW THAT HIS FATHER MAHALALEEL WAS DEAD, HE WEPT, AND SORROWED, AND EMBRACED AND KISSED HIS HANDS AND HIS FEET; AND SO, DID ALL HIS CHILDREN. 12 AND HIS CHILDREN EMBALMED HIM CAREFULLY, AND LAID HIM BY THE BODIES OF HIS FATHERS. THEN THEY AROSE, AND MOURNED FOR HIM FORTY DAYS.
CHAPTER 17
JARED TURNS MARTINET. HE IS LURED AWAY TO THE LAND OF CAIN WHERE HE SEES MANY VOLUPTUOUS SIGHTS. JARED BARELY ESCAPES WITH A CLEAN HEART. 1 THEN JARED KEPT HIS FATHER'S COMMANDMENT, AND AROSE LIKE A LION OVER HIS PEOPLE. HE FED THEM IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND INNOCENCE, AND COMMANDED THEM TO DO NOTHING WITHOUT HIS [SEXLESS] COUNSEL. FOR HE WAS AFRAID CONCERNING THEM, LEST THEY SHOULD GO TO THE CHILDREN OF CAIN. 2 WHEREFORE DID HE GIVE THEM ORDERS REPEATEDLY; AND CONTINUED TO DO SO UNTIL THE END OF THE FOUR HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIFTH YEAR OF HIS LIFE. 3 AT THE END OF THESE SAID YEARS, THERE CAME UNTO HIM THIS SIGN. AS JARED WAS STANDING LIKE A LION BEFORE THE BODIES OF HIS FATHERS, PRAYING AND WARNING HIS PEOPLE, SATAN ENVIED HIM, AND WROUGHT A BEAUTIFUL APPARITION, BECAUSE JARED WOULD NOT LET HIS CHILDREN DO AUGHT WITHOUT HIS [SEXLESS] COUNSEL. 4 SATAN THEN APPEARED TO HIM WITH THIRTY MEN OF HIS HOSTS, IN THE FORM OF HANDS OME MEN [SPECIFIED (DIABOLIC) NATURE], SATAN HIMSELF BEING THE ELDER AND TALLEST AMONG THEM, WITH A FINE BEARD. 5 THEY STOOD AT THE MOUTH OF THE CAVE, AND CALLED OUT JARED, FROM WITHIN IT. 6 HE CAME OUT TO THEM, AND FOUND THEM LOOKING LIKE FINE MEN, FULL OF LIGHT, AND OF GREAT BEAUTY. HE WONDERED AT THEIR BEAUTY AND AT THEIR LOOKS; AND [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT WITHIN HIMSELF WHETHER THEY MIGHT NOT BE OF THE CHILDREN OF CAIN. 7 HE SAID ALSO IN HIS HEART, "AS THE CHILDREN OF CAIN CANNOT COME UP TO THE HEIGHT OF THIS MOUNTAIN, AND NONE OF THEM IS SO HANDSOME AS THESE APPEAR TO BE; AND AMONG THESE MEN THERE IS NOT ONE OF MY KINDRED, THEY MUST BE STRANGERS." 8 THEN JARED AND THEY EXCHANGED A GREETING AND HE SAID TO THE ELDER AMONG THEM, "O MY FATHER, EXPLAIN TO ME THE WONDER THAT IS IN THEE, AND TELL ME WHO THESE ARE, WITH THEE; FOR THEY LOOK TO ME LIKE STRANGE MEN." 9 THEN THE ELDER BEGAN TO WEEP, AND THE REST WEPT WITH HIM; AND HE SAID TO JARED, "I AM ADAM WHOM GOD MADE FIRST; AND THIS IS ABEL MY SON, WHO WAS KILLED BY HIS BROTHER CAIN, INTO WHOSE HEART SATAN PUT TO MURDER HIM. 10 "THEN THIS IS MY SON SETH, WHOM I ASKED OF THE LORD, WHO GAVE HIM TO ME, TO COMFORT ME INSTEAD OF ABEL. 11 "THEN THIS ONE IS MY SON ENOS, SON OF SETH, AND THAT OTHER ONE IS CAINAN, SON OF ENOS, AND THAT OTHER ONE IS MAHALALEEL, SON OF CAINAN, THY FATHER." 12 BUT JARED REMAINED WONDERING AT THEIR APPEARANCE, AND AT THE SPEECH OF THE ELDER TO HIM. 13 THEN THE ELDER SAID TO HIM, "MARVEL NOT, O MY SON; WE LIVE IN THE LAND NORTH OF THE GARDEN, WHICH GOD CREATED BEFORE THE WORLD. HE WOULD NOT LET US LIVE THERE, BUT PLACED US INSIDE THE GARDEN, BELOW WHICH YE ARE NOW DWELLING. 14 "BUT AFTER THAT I TRANSGRESSED, HE MADE ME COME OUT OF IT, AND I WAS LEFT TO DWELL IN THIS CAVE; GREAT AND SORE TROUBLES CAME UPON ME; AND WHEN MY DEATH DREW NEAR, I COMMANDED MY SON SETH TO TEND HIS PEOPLE WELL; AND THIS MY COMMANDMENT IS TO BE HANDED FROM ONE TO ANOTHER, UNTO THE END OF THE GENERATIONS TO COME. 15 "BUT, O JARED, MY SON, WE LIVE IN BEAUTIFUL REGIONS, WHILE YOU LIVE HERE IN MISERY, AS THIS THY FATHER MAHALALEEL INFORMED ME; TELLING ME THAT A GREAT FLOOD WILL COME AND OVERWHELM THE WHOLE EARTH. 16 "THEREFORE, O MY SON, FEARING FOR YOUR SAKES, I ROSE AND TOOK MY CHILDREN WITH ME, AND CAME HITHER FOR US TO VISIT THEE AND THY CHILDREN; BUT I FOUND THEE STANDING IN THIS CAVE WEEPING, AND THY CHILDREN SCATTERED ABOUT THIS MOUNTAIN, IN THE HEAT AND IN MISERY. 17 "BUT, O MY SON, AS WE MISSED OUR WAY, AND CAME AS FAR AS THIS, WE FOUND OTHER MEN BELOW THIS MOUNTAIN; WHO INHABIT A BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY, FULL OF TREES AND OF FRUITS, AND OF ALL MANNER OF VERDURE; IT IS LIKE A GARDEN; SO THAT WHEN WE FOUND THEM WE [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT THEY WERE YOU; UNTIL THY FATHER MAHALALEEL TOLD ME THEY WERE NO SUCH THING. 18 "NOW, THEREFORE, O MY SON, HEARKEN TO MY [SEXLESS] COUNSEL, AND GO DOWN TO THEM, THOU AND THY CHILDREN. YE WILL REST FROM ALL THIS SUFFERING IN WHICH YE ARE. BUT IF THOU WILT NOT GO DOWN TO THEM, THEN, ARISE, TAKE THY CHILDREN, AND COME WITH US TO OUR GARDEN; YE SHALL LIVE IN OUR BEAUTIFUL LAND, AND YE SHALL REST FROM ALL THIS TROUBLE, WHICH THOU AND THY CHILDREN ARE NOW BEARING." 19 BUT JARED WHEN HE HEARD THIS DISCOURSE FROM THE ELDER, WONDERED; AND WENT HITHER AND THITHER, BUT AT THAT MOMENT HE FOUND NOT ONE OF HIS CHILDREN. 20 THEN HE ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE ELDER, "WHY HAVE YOU HIDDEN YOURSELVES UNTIL THIS DAY?" 21 AND THE ELDER REPLIED, "IF THY FATHER HAD NOT TOLD US, WE SHOULD NOT HAVE KNOWN IT." 22 THEN JARED BELIEVED HIS WORDS WERE TRUE. 23 SO THAT ELDER SAID TO JARED, "WHEREFORE DIDST THOU TURN ABOUT, SO AND SO?" AND HE SAID, "I WAS SEEKING ONE OF MY CHILDREN, TO TELL HIM ABOUT MY GOING WITH YOU, AND ABOUT THEIR COMING DOWN TO THOSE ABOUT WHOM THOU HAST SPOKEN TO ME." 24 WHEN THE ELDER HEARD JARED'S [SEXLESS] INTENTION, HE SAID TO HIM, "LET ALONE THAT [SEXLESS] PURPOSE AT PRESENT, AND COME WITH US, THOU SHALT SEE OUR COUNTRY; IF THE LAND IN WHICH WE DWELL [SEXLESSLY] PLEASES THEE, WE AND THOU SHALL RETURN HITHER AND TAKE THY FAMILY WITH US. BUT IF OUR COUNTRY DOES NOT PLEASE THEE, THOU SHALT COME BACK TO THINE OWN PLACE." 25 AND THE ELDER URGED JARED, TO GO BE FORE ONE OF HIS CHILDREN CAME TO [SEXLESS] COUNSEL HIM OTHERWISE. 26 JARED, THEN, CAME OUT OF THE CAVE AND WENT WITH THEM, AND AMONG THEM. AND THEY COMFORTED HIM, UNTIL THEY CAME TO THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN OF THE SONS OF CAIN. 27 THEN SAID THE ELDER TO ONE OF HIS COMPANIONS, "WE HAVE FORGOTTEN SOMETHING BY THE MOUTH OF THE CAVE, AND THAT IS THE CHOSEN GARMENT WE HAD BROUGHT TO CLOTHE JARED WITHAL." 28 HE THEN SAID TO ONE OF THEM, "GO BACK, THOU, SOME ONE; AND WE WILL WAIT FOR THEE HERE, UNTIL THOU COME BACK. THEN WILL WE CLOTHE JARED AND HE SHALL BE LIKE US, GOOD, HANDSOME, AND FIT TO COME WITH US INTO OUR COUNTRY." 29 THEN THAT ONE WENT BACK. 30 BUT WHEN HE WAS A SHORT DISTANCE OFF, THE ELDER CALLED TO HIM AND SAID TO HIM, "TARRY THOU, UNTIL I COME UP AND SPEAK TO THEE." 31 THEN HE STOOD STILL, AND THE ELDER WENT UP TO HIM AND SAID TO HIM, "ONE THING WE FORGOT AT THE CAVE, IT IS THIS TO PUT OUT THE LAMP THAT BURNS INSIDE IT, ABOVE THE BODIES THAT ARE THEREIN. THEN COME BACK TO US, QUICK." 32 THAT ONE WENT, AND THE ELDER CAME BACK TO HIS FELLOWS AND TO JARED. AND THEY CAME DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN, AND JARED WITH THEM; AND THEY STAYED BY A FOUNTAIN OF WATER, NEAR THE HOUSES OF THE CHILDREN OF CAIN AND WAITED FOR THEIR COMPANION UNTIL HE BROUGHT THE GARMENT FOR JARED. 33 HE, THEN, WHO WENT BACK TO THE CAVE, PUT OUT THE LAMP, AND CAME TO THEM AND BROUGHT A PHANTOM WITH HIM AND SHOWED IT THEM. AND WHEN JARED SAW IT, HE WONDERED AT THE BEAUTY AND GRACE THEREOF, AND REJOICED IN HIS HEART BELIEVING IT WAS ALL TRUE. 34 BUT WHILE THEY WERE STAYING THERE, THREE OF THEM WENT INTO HOUSES OF THE SONS OF CAIN AND SAID TO THEM, "BRING US TODAY SOME FOOD BY THE FOUNTAIN OF WATER, FOR US AND OUR COMPANIONS TO EAT." 35 BUT WHEN THE SONS OF CAIN SAW THEM, THEY WONDERED AT THEM AND [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT: "THESE ARE BEAUTIFUL TO LOOK AT, AND SUCH AS WE NEVER SAW BEFORE." SO, THEY ROSE AND CAME WITH THEM TO THE FOUNTAIN OF WATER, TO SEE THEIR COMPANIONS. 36 THEY FOUND THEM SO VERY HANDSOME, THAT THEY CRIED ALOUD ABOUT THEIR PLACES FOR OTHERS TO GATHER TOGETHER AND COME AND LOOK AT THESE BEAUTIFUL BEINGS. THEN THEY GATHERED AROUND THEM BOTH MEN AND WOMEN. 37 THEN THE ELDER SAID TO THEM, "WE ARE STRANGERS IN YOUR LAND, BRING US SOME GOOD FOOD AND DRINK, YOU AND YOUR WOMEN, TO REFRESH OURSELVES WITH YOU." 38 WHEN THOSE MEN HEARD THESE WORDS OF THE ELDER, EVERY ONE OF CAIN'S SONS BROUGHT HIS WIFE, AND ANOTHER BROUGHT HIS DAUGHTER, AND SO, MANY WOMEN CAME TO THEM; EVERY ONE ADDRESSING JARED EITHER FOR HIMSELF OR FOR HIS WIFE; ALL ALIKE. 39 BUT WHEN JARED SAW WHAT THEY DID, HIS VERY SOUL WRENCHED ITSELF FROM THEM; NEITHER WOULD HE TASTE OF THEIR FOOD OR OF THEIR DRINK. 40 THE ELDER SAW HIM AS HE WRENCHED HIMSELF FROM THEM, AND SAID TO HIM, "BE NOT SAD; I AM THE GREAT ELDER, AS THOU SHALT SEE ME DO, DO THYSELF IN LIKE MANNER." 41 THEN HE SPREAD HIS HANDS AND TOOK ONE OF THE WOMEN, AND FIVE OF HIS COMPANIONS DID THE SAME BEFORE JARED, THAT HE SHOULD DO AS THEY DID. 42 BUT WHEN JARED SAW THEM WORKING INFAMY HE WEPT, AND SAID IN HIS MIND, MY FATHERS NEVER DID THE LIKE. 43 HE THEN SPREAD HIS HANDS AND PRAYED WITH A FERVENT HEART, AND WITH MUCH WEEPING, AND ENTREATED GOD TO DELIVER HIM FROM THEIR HANDS. 44 NO SOONER DID JARED BEGIN TO PRAY THAN THE ELDER FLED WITH HIS COMPANIONS; FOR THEY COULD NOT ABIDE IN A PLACE OF PRAYER. 45 THEN JARED TURNED [A] ROUND BUT COULD NOT SEE THEM, BUT FOUND HIMSELF STANDING IN THE MIDST OF THE CHILDREN OF CAIN. 46 HE THEN WEPT AND SAID, "O GOD, DESTROY ME NOT WITH THIS RACE, CONCERNING WHICH MY FATHERS HAVE WARNED ME; FOR NOW, O MY LORD GOD, I WAS [SEXUALLY] THINKING THAT THOSE WHO APPEARED UNTO ME WERE MY FATHERS; BUT I HAVE FOUND THEM OUT TO BE DEVILS, WHO ALLURED ME BY THIS BEAUTIFUL APPARITION, UNTIL I BELIEVED THEM. 47 "BUT NOW I ASK THEE, O GOD, TO DELIVER ME FROM THIS RACE, AMONG WHOM I AM NOW STAYING, AS THOU DIDST DELIVER ME FROM THOSE DEVILS. SEND THY ANGEL TO DRAW ME OUT OF THE MIDST OF THEM; FOR I HAVE NOT MYSELF POWER TO ESCAPE FROM AMONG THEM." 48 WHEN JARED HAD ENDED HIS PRAYER, GOD SENT HIS ANGEL IN THE MIDST OF THEM, WHO TOOK JARED AND SET HIM UPON THE MOUNTAIN, AND SHOWED HIM THE WAY, GAVE HIM [SEXLESS] COUNSEL, AND THEN DEPARTED FROM HIM. 
CHAPTER 18
CONFUSION IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES. MIRACULOUS SPEECH OF THE DEAD ADAM. 1 THE CHILDREN OF JARED WERE IN THE HABIT OF VISITING HIM HOUR AFTER HOUR, TO RECEIVE HIS BLESSING AND TO ASK HIS ADVICE FOR EVERY THING THEY DID; AND WHEN HE HAD A WORK TO DO, THEY DID IT FOR HIM. 2 BUT THIS TIME, WHEN THEY WENT INTO THE CAVE, THEY FOUND NOT JARED, BUT THEY FOUND THE LAMP PUT OUT, AND THE BODIES OF THE FATHERS THROWN ABOUT, AND VOICES CAME FROM THEM BY THE POWER OF GOD, THAT SAID, "SATAN IN AN APPARITION HAS DECEIVED OUR SON, WISHING TO DESTROY HIM, AS HE DESTROYED OUR SON CAIN." 3 THEY SAID ALSO, "LORD GOD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, DELIVER OUR SON FROM THE HAND OF SATAN, WHO WROUGHT A GREAT AND FALSE APPARITION BEFORE HIM." THEY ALSO SPAKE OF OTHER MATTERS, BY THE POWER OF GOD. 4 BUT WHEN THE CHILDREN OF JARED HEARD THESE VOICES THEY FEARED, AND STOOD WEEPING FOR THEIR FATHER; FOR THEY KNEW NOT WHAT HAD BEFALLEN HIM. 5 AND THEY WEPT FOR HIM THAT DAY UNTIL THE SETTING OF THE SUN. 6 THEN CAME JARED WITH A WOEFUL COUNTENANCE, WRETCHED IN MIND AND BODY, AND SORROWFUL AT HAVING BEEN SEPARATED FROM THE BODIES OF HIS FATHERS. 7 BUT AS HE WAS DRAWING NEAR TO THE CAVE, HIS CHILDREN SAW HIM, AND HASTENED TO THE CAVE, AND HUNG UPON HIS NECK, CRYING, AND SAYING TO HIM, "O FATHER, WHERE HAST THOU BEEN, AND WHY HAST THOU LEFT US, AS THOU WAST NOT WANT TO DO?" AND AGAIN, "O FATHER, WHEN THOU DIDST DISAPPEAR, THE LAMP OVER THE BODIES OF OUR FATHERS WENT OUT, THE BODIES WERE THROWN ABOUT, AND VOICES CAME FROM THEM." 8 WHEN JARED HEARD THIS, HE WAS SORRY, AND WENT INTO THE CAVE; AND THERE FOUND THE BODIES THROWN ABOUT, THE LAMP PUT OUT, AND THE FATHERS THEMSELVES PRAYING FOR HIS DELIVERANCE FROM THE HAND OF SATAN. 9 THEN JARED FELL UPON THE BODIES AND EMBRACED THEM, AND SAID, "O MY FATHERS, THROUGH YOUR INTERCESSION, LET GOD DELIVER ME FROM THE HAND OF SATAN! AND I BEG YOU WILL ASK GOD TO KEEP ME AND TO HIDE ME FROM HIM UNTO THE DAY OF MY DEATH." 10 THEN ALL THE VOICES CEASED SAVE THE VOICE OF OUR FATHER ADAM, WHO SPAKE TO JARED BY THE POWER OF GOD, JUST AS ONE WOULD SPEAK TO HIS FELLOW, SAYING, "O JARED, MY SON, OFFER GIFTS TO GOD FOR HAVING DELIVERED THEE FROM THE HAND OF SATAN; AND WHEN THOU BRINGEST THOSE OFFERINGS, SO BE IT THAT THOU OFFEREST THEM ON THE ALTAR ON WHICH I DID OFFER. THEN ALSO, BEWARE OF SATAN; FOR HE DELUDED ME MANY A TIME WITH HIS APPARITIONS, WISHING TO DESTROY ME, BUT GOD DELIVERED ME OUT OF HIS HAND. 11 "COMMAND THY PEOPLE THAT THEY BE ON THEIR GUARD AGAINST HIM; AND NEVER CEASE TO OFFER UP GIFTS TO GOD." 12 THEN THE VOICE OF ADAM ALSO BECAME SILENT; AND JARED AND HIS CHILDREN WONDERED AT THIS. THEN THEY LAID THE BODIES AS THEY WERE AT FIRST; AND JARED AND HIS CHILDREN STOOD PRAYING THE WHOLE OF THAT NIGHT, UNTIL BREAK OF DAY. 13 THEN JARED MADE AN OFFERING AND OFFERED IT UP ON THE ALTAR, AS ADAM HAD COMMANDED HIM. AND AS HE WENT UP TO THE ALTAR, HE PRAYED TO GOD FOR MERCY AND FOR FORGIVENESS OF HIS [NON-SEXUAL] SIN, CONCERNING THE LAMP GOING OUT. 14 THEN GOD APPEARED UNTO JARED ON THE ALTAR AND BLESSED HIM AND HIS CHILDREN, AND ACCEPTED THEIR OFFERINGS; AND COMMANDED JARED TO TAKE OF THE SACRED FIRE FROM THE ALTAR, AND WITH IT TO LIGHT THE LAMP THAT SHED LIGHT ON THE BODY OF ADAM.
CHAPTER 19
THE CHILDREN OF JARED ARE LED ASTRAY. 1 THEN GOD REVEALED TO HIM AGAIN THE PROMISE HE HAD MADE TO ADAM; HE EXPLAINED TO HIM THE 5,500 YEARS, AND REVEALED UNTO HIM THE MYSTERY OF HIS COMING UPON THE EARTH. 2 AND GOD SAID TO JARED, "AS TO THAT FIRE WHICH THOU HAST TAKEN FROM THE ALTAR TO LIGHT THE LAMP WITHAL, LET IT ABIDE WITH YOU TO GIVE LIGHT TO THE BODIES; AND LET IT NOT COME OUT OF THE CAVE, UNTIL THE BODY OF ADAM COMES OUT OF IT. 3 BUT, O JARED, TAKE CARE OF THE FIRE, THAT IT, BURN BRIGHT IN THE LAMP; NEITHER GO THOU AGAIN OUT OF THE CAVE UNTIL THOU RECEIVEST AN ORDER THROUGH A VISION, AND NOT IN AN APPARITION, WHEN SEEN BY THEE. 4 "THEN COMMAND AGAIN THY PEOPLE NOT TO HOLD INTERCOURSE WITH THE CHILDREN OF CAIN, AND NOT TO LEARN THEIR WAYS; FOR I AM GOD WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVES NOT HATRED AND WORKS OF INIQUITY." 5 GOD GAVE ALSO MANY OTHER COMMANDMENTS TO JARED, AND BLESSED HIM. AND THEN WITHDREW HIS WORD FROM HIM. 6 THEN JARED DREW NEAR WITH HIS CHILDREN, TOOK SOME FIRE, AND CAME DOWN TO THE CAVE, AND LIGHTED THE LAMP BEFORE THE BODY OF ADAM; AND HE GAVE HIS PEOPLE COMMANDMENTS AS GOD HAD TOLD HIM TO DO. 7 THIS SIGN HAPPENED TO JARED AT THE END OF HIS FOUR HUNDRED AND FIFTIETH YEAR; AS DID ALSO MANY OTHER WONDERS, WE DO NOT RECORD. BUT WE RECORD ONLY THIS ONE FOR SHORTNESS SAKE, AND IN ORDER NOT TO LENGTHEN OUR NARRATIVE. 8 AND JARED CONTINUED TO TEACH HIS CHILDREN EIGHTY YEARS; BUT AFTER THAT THEY BEGAN TO TRANSGRESS THE COMMANDMENTS, HE HAD GIVEN THEM, AND TO DO MANY THINGS WITHOUT HIS [SEXLESS] COUNSEL. THEY BEGAN TO GO DOWN FROM THE HOLY MOUNTAIN ONE AFTER ANOTHER, AND TO MIX WITH THE CHILDREN OF CAIN, IN FOUL FELLOWSHIPS. 9 NOW THE REASON FOR WHICH THE CHILDREN OF JARED WENT DOWN THE HOLY MOUNTAIN, IS THIS, THAT WE WILL NOW REVEAL UNTO YOU.
CHAPTER 20
RAVISHING MUSIC; STRONG DRINK LOOSED AMONG THE SONS OF CAIN. THEY DONE COLORFUL CLOTHING. THE CHILDREN OF SETH LOOK ON WITH LONGING EYES. THEY REVOLT FROM WISE [SEXLESS] COUNSEL; THEY DESCEND THE MOUNTAIN INTO THE VALLEY OF INIQUITY. THEY CAN NOT ASCEND THE MOUNTAIN AGAIN. 1 AFTER CAIN HAD GONE DOWN TO THE LAND OF DARK SOIL, AND HIS CHILDREN HAD MULTIPLIED THEREIN, THERE WAS ONE OF THEM, WHOSE NAME WAS GENUN, SON OF LAMECH THE BLIND WHO SLEW CAIN. 2 BUT AS TO THIS GENUN, SATAN CAME INTO HIM IN HIS CHILDHOOD; AND HE MADE SUNDRY TRUMPETS AND HORNS, AND STRING INSTRUMENTS, CYMBALS AND PSALTERIES, AND LYRES AND HARPS, AND FLUTES; AND HE PLAYED ON THEM AT ALL TIMES AND AT EVERY HOUR. 3 AND WHEN HE PLAYED ON THEM, SATAN CAME INTO THEM, SO THAT FROM AMONG THEM WERE HEARD BEAUTIFUL AND SWEET SOUNDS, THAT RAVISHED THE HEART. 4 THEN HE GATHERED COMPANIES UPON COMPANIES TO PLAY ON THEM; AND WHEN THEY PLAYED, IT PLEASED WELL THE CHILDREN OF CAIN, WHO INFLAMED THEMSELVES WITH [SEXUAL] SIN AMONG THEMSELVES, AND BURNT AS WITH FIRE; WHILE SATAN INFLAMED THEIR HEARTS, ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND INCREASED [SEXUAL] LUST AMONG THEM. 5 SATAN ALSO TAUGHT GENUN TO BRING STRONG DRINK OUT OF CORN; AND THIS GENUN USED TO BRING TOGETHER COMPANIES UPON COMPANIES IN DRINK-HOUSES; AND BROUGHT INTO THEIR HANDS ALL MANNER OF FRUITS AND FLOWERS; AND THEY DRANK TOGETHER. 6 THUS DID THIS GENUN MULTIPLY [SEXUAL] SIN EXCEEDINGLY; HE ALSO ACTED WITH PRIDE, AND TAUGHT THE CHILDREN OF CAIN TO COMMIT ALL MANNER OF THE GROSSEST WICKEDNESS, WHICH THEY KNEW NOT; AND PUT THEM UP TO MANIFOLD DOINGS WHICH THEY KNEW NOT BEFORE. 7 THEN SATAN, WHEN HE SAW THAT THEY YIELDED TO GENUN AND HEARKENED TO HIM IN EVERY THING HE TOLD THEM, REJOICED GREATLY, INCREASED GENUN'S UNDERSTANDING UNTIL HE TOOK IRON AND WITH IT MADE WEAPONS OF WAR. 8 THEN WHEN THEY WERE DRUNK, HATRED AND MURDER INCREASED AMONG THEM; ONE MAN USED VIOLENCE AGAINST ANOTHER TO TEACH HIM EVIL TAKING HIS CHILDREN AND DEFILING THEM BEFORE HIM. 9 AND WHEN MEN SAW THEY WERE OVERCOME, AND SAW OTHERS THAT WERE NOT OVERPOWERED, THOSE WHO WERE BEATEN CAME TO GENUN, TOOK REFUGE WITH HIM, AND HE MADE THEM HIS CONFEDERATES. 10 THEN [SEXUAL] SIN INCREASED AMONG THEM GREATLY; UNTIL A MAN MARRIED HIS OWN SISTER, OR DAUGHTER, OR MOTHER, AND OTHERS; OR THE DAUGHTER OF HIS FATHER'S SISTER, SO THAT THERE WAS NO MORE DISTINCTION OF RELATIONSHIP, AND THEY NO LONGER KNEW WHAT IS INIQUITY; BUT DID WICKEDLY, AND THE EARTH WAS DEFILED WITH [SEXUAL] SIN; AND THEY ANGERED GOD THE JUDGE, WHO HAD CREATED THEM. 11 BUT GENUN GATHERED TOGETHER COMPANIES UPON COMPANIES, THAT PLAYED ON HORNS AND ON ALL THE OTHER INSTRUMENTS WE HAVE ALREADY MENTIONED, AT THE FOOT OF THE HOLY MOUNTAIN; AND THEY DID SO IN ORDER THAT THE CHILDREN OF SETH WHO WERE ON THE HOLY MOUNTAIN SHOULD HEAR IT. 12 BUT WHEN THE CHILDREN OF SETH HEARD THE NOISE, THEY WONDERED, AND CAME BY COMPANIES, AND STOOD ON THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN TO LOOK AT THOSE BELOW; AND THEY DID THUS A WHOLE YEAR. 13 WHEN, AT THE END OF THAT YEAR, GENUN SAW THAT THEY WERE BEING WON OVER TO HIM LITTLE BY LITTLE, SATAN ENTERED INTO HIM, AND TAUGHT HIM TO MAKE DYEING-STUFFS FOR GARMENTS OF DIVER’S PATTERNS, AND MADE HIM UNDERSTAND HOW TO DYE CRIMSON AND PURPLE AND WHAT NOT. 14 AND THE SONS OF CAIN WHO WROUGHT ALL THIS, AND SHONE IN BEAUTY AND GORGEOUS APPAREL, GATHERED TOGETHER AT THE FOOT OF THE MOUNTAIN IN SPLENDOUR, WITH HORNS AND GORGEOUS DRESSES, AND HORSE RACES, COMMITTING ALL MANNER OF ABOMINATIONS. 15 MEANWHILE THE CHILDREN OF SETH, WHO WERE ON THE HOLY MOUNTAIN, PRAYED AND PRAISED GOD, IN THE PLACE OF THE HOSTS OF ANGELS WHO HAD FALLEN; WHEREFORE GOD HAD CALLED THEM 'ANGELS," BECAUSE HE REJOICED OVER THEM GREATLY. 16 BUT AFTER THIS, THEY NO LONGER KEPT HIS COMMANDMENT, NOR HELD BY THE PROMISE HE HAD MADE TO THEIR FATHERS; BUT THEY RELAXED FROM THEIR FASTING AND PRAYING, AND FROM THE [SEXLESS] COUNSEL OF JARED THEIR FATHER. AND THEY KEPT ON GATHERING TOGETHER ON THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN, TO LOOK UPON THE CHILDREN OF CAIN, FROM MORNING UNTIL EVENING, AND UPON WHAT THEY DID, UPON THEIR BEAUTIFUL DRESSES AND ORNAMENTS. 17 THEN THE CHILDREN OF CAIN LOOKED UP FROM BELOW, AND SAW THE CHILDREN OF SETH, STANDING IN TROOPS ON THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN; AND THEY CALLED TO THEM TO COME DOWN TO THEM. 18 BUT THE CHILDREN OF SETH SAID TO THEM FROM ABOVE, "WE DON'T KNOW THE WAY." THEN GENUN, THE SON OF LAMECH, HEARD THEM SAY THEY DID NOT KNOW THE WAY, AND HE BETHOUGHT HIMSELF HOW HE MIGHT BRING THEM DOWN. 19 THEN SATAN APPEARED TO HIM BY NIGHT, SAYING, "THERE IS NO WAY FOR THEM TO COME DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN ON WHICH THEY DWELL; BUT WHEN THEY COME TOMORROW, SAY TO THEM, 'COME YE TO THE WESTERN SIDE OF THE MOUNTAIN; THERE YOU WILL FIND THE WAY OF A STREAM OF WATER, THAT COMES DOWN TO THE FOOT OF THE MOUNTAIN, BETWEEN TWO HILLS; COME DOWN THAT WAY TO US." 20 THEN WHEN IT WAS DAY, GENUN BLEW THE HORNS AND BEAT THE DRUMS BELOW THE MOUNTAIN, AS HE WAS WONT. THE CHILDREN OF SETH HEARD IT, AND CAME AS THEY USED TO DO. 21 THEN GENUN SAID TO THEM FROM DOWN BELOW, "GO TO THE WESTERN SIDE OF THE MOUNTAIN, THERE YOU WILL FIND THE WAY TO COME DOWN." 22 BUT WHEN THE CHILDREN OF SETH HEARD THESE WORDS FROM HIM, THEY WENT BACK INTO THE CAVE TO JARED, TO TELL HIM ALL THEY HAD HEARD. 23 THEN WHEN JARED HEARD IT, HE WAS GRIEVED; FOR HE KNEW THAT THEY WOULD TRANSGRESS HIS [SEXLESS] COUNSEL. 24 AFTER THIS, A HUNDRED MEN OF THE CHILDREN OF SETH GATHERED TOGETHER, AND SAID AMONG THEMSELVES, "COME, LET US GO DOWN TO THE CHILDREN OF CAIN, AND SEE WHAT THEY DO, AND ENJOY OURSELVES WITH THEM." 25 BUT WHEN JARED HEARD THIS OF THE HUNDRED MEN, HIS VERY SOUL WAS MOVED, AND HIS HEART WAS GRIEVED. HE THEN AROSE WITH GREAT FERVOUR, AND STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THEM, AND ADJURED THEM BY THE BLOOD OF ABEL THE JUST, "LET NOT ONE OF YOU GO DOWN FROM THIS HOLY AND PURE MOUNTAIN, IN WHICH OUR FATHERS HAVE ORDERED US TO DWELL." 26 BUT WHEN JARED SAW THAT THEY DID NOT RECEIVE HIS WORDS, HE SAID UNTO THEM, "O MY GOOD AND INNOCENT AND HOLY CHILDREN, KNOW THAT WHEN ONCE YOU GO DOWN FROM THIS HOLY MOUNTAIN, GOD WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO RETURN AGAIN TO IT." 27 HE AGAIN ADJURED THEM, SAYING, "I ADJURE BY THE DEATH OF OUR FATHER ADAM, AND BY THE BLOOD OF ABEL, OF SETH, OF ENOS, OF CAINAN, AND OF MAHALALEEL, TO HEARKEN TO ME, AND NOT TO GO DOWN FROM THIS HOLY MOUNTAIN; FOR THE MOMENT YOU LEAVE IT, YOU WILL BE REFT OF LIFE AND OF MERCY; AND YOU SHALL NO LONGER BE CALLED 'CHILDREN OF GOD,' BUT 'CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL.' 28 BUT THEY WOULD NOT HEARKEN TO HIS WORDS. 29 ENOCH AT THAT TIME WAS ALREADY GROWN UP, AND IN HIS ZEAL FOR GOD, HE AROSE AND SAID, "HEAR ME, O YE SONS OF SETH, SMALL AND GREAT, WHEN YE TRANSGRESS THE COMMANDMENT OF OUR FATHERS, AND GO DOWN FROM THIS HOLY MOUNTAIN, YE SHALL NOT COME UP HITHER AGAIN FOR EVER." 30 BUT THEY ROSE UP AGAINST ENOCH, AND WOULD NOT HEARKEN TO HIS [SEXLESS] WORDS, BUT WENT DOWN FROM THE HOLY MOUNTAIN. 31 AND WHEN THEY LOOKED AT THE DAUGHTERS OF CAIN, AT THEIR BEAUTIFUL FIGURES, AND AT THEIR HANDS AND FEET DYED WITH COLOR, AND TATTOOED IN ORNAMENTS ON THEIR FACES, THE FIRE OF [SEXUAL] SIN WAS KINDLED IN THEM. 32 THEN SATAN MADE THEM LOOK MOST BEAUTIFUL BEFORE THE SONS OF SETH, AS HE ALSO MADE THE SONS OF SETH APPEAR OF THE FAIREST IN THE EYES OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CAIN, SO THAT THE DAUGHTERS OF CAIN [SEXUALLY] LUSTED AFTER THE SONS OF SETH LIKE RAVENOUS BEASTS, AND THE SONS OF SETH AFTER THE DAUGHTERS OF CAIN, UNTIL THEY COMMITTED ABOMINATION WITH THEM. 33 BUT AFTER THEY HAD THUS FALLEN INTO THIS DEFILEMENT, THEY RETURNED BY THE WAY THEY HAD COME, AND TRIED TO ASCEND THE HOLY MOUNTAIN. BUT THEY COULD NOT, BECAUSE THE STONES OF THAT HOLY MOUNTAIN WERE OF FIRE FLASHING BEFORE THEM, BY REASON OF WHICH THEY COULD NOT GO UP AGAIN. 34 AND GOD WAS ANGRY WITH THEM, AND REPENTED OF THEM BECAUSE THEY HAD COME DOWN FROM GLORY, AND HAD THEREBY LOST OR FORSAKEN THEIR OWN PURITY OR INNOCENCE, AND WERE FALLEN INTO THE DEFILEMENT OF [SEXUAL] SIN. 35 THEN GOD SENT HIS WORD TO JARED, SAYING, "THESE THY CHILDREN, WHOM THOU DIDST CALL 'MY CHILDREN,' BEHOLD THEY HAVE TRANSGRESSED MY COMMANDMENT, AND HAVE GONE DOWN TO THE ABODE OF PERDITION, AND OF [SEXUAL] SIN. SEND A MESSENGER TO THOSE THAT ARE LEFT, THAT THEY MAY NOT GO DOWN, AND BE LOST." 36 THEN JARED WEPT BEFORE THE LORD, AND ASKED OF HIM MERCY AND FORGIVENESS. BUT HE WISHED THAT HIS SOUL MIGHT DEPART FROM HIS BODY, RATHER THAN HEAR THESE [SEXLESS] WORDS FROM GOD ABOUT THE GOING DOWN OF HIS CHILDREN FROM THE HOLY MOUNTAIN. 37 BUT HE FOLLOWED GOD'S ORDER, AND PREACHED UNTO THEM NOT TO GO DOWN FROM THAT HOLY MOUNTAIN, AND NOT TO HOLD INTERCOURSE WITH THE CHILDREN OF CAIN. 38 BUT THEY HEEDED NOT HIS MESSAGE, AND WOULD NOT OBEY HIS [SEXLESS] COUNSEL.
CHAPTER 21
JARED DIES IN SORROW FOR HIS SONS WHO HAD GONE ASTRAY. A PREDICTION OF THE FLOOD. 1 AFTER THIS ANOTHER COMPANY GATHERED TOGETHER, AND THEY WENT TO LOOK AFTER THEIR BRETHREN; BUT THEY PERISHED AS WELL AS THEY. AND SO, IT WAS, COMPANY AFTER COMPANY, UNTIL ONLY A FEW OF THEM WERE LEFT. 2 THEN JARED SICKENED FROM GRIEF, AND HIS SICKNESS WAS SUCH THAT THE DAY OF HIS DEATH DREW NEAR. 3 THEN HE CALLED ENOCH HIS ELDEST SON, AND METHUSELAH ENOCH'S SON, AND LAMECH THE SON OF METHUSELAH, AND NOAH THE SON OF LAMECH. 4 AND WHEN THEY WERE COME TO HIM, HE PRAYED OVER THEM AND BLESSED THEM, AND SAID TO THEM, "YE ARE RIGHTEOUS, INNOCENT SONS; GO YE NOT DOWN FROM THIS HOLY MOUNTAIN; FOR BEHOLD, YOUR CHILDREN AND YOUR CHILDREN'S CHILDREN HAVE GONE DOWN FROM THIS HOLY MOUNTAIN, AND HAVE [SEXUALLY] ESTRANGED THEMSELVES FROM THIS HOLY MOUNTAIN, THROUGH THEIR ABOMINABLE [SEXUAL] LUST AND TRANSGRESSION OF GOD'S COMMANDMENT. 5 "BUT I KNOW, THROUGH THE POWER OF GOD, THAT HE WILL NOT LEAVE YOU ON THIS HOLY MOUNTAIN, BECAUSE YOUR CHILDREN HAVE TRANSGRESSED HIS COMMANDMENT AND THAT OF OUR FATHERS, WHICH WE HAD RECEIVED FROM THEM. 6 "BUT, O MY SONS, GOD WILL TAKE YOU TO A STRANGE LAND, AND YE NEVER SHALL AGAIN RETURN TO BEHOLD WITH YOUR EYES THIS GARDEN AND THIS HOLY MOUNTAIN. 7 "THEREFORE, O MY SONS, SET YOUR HEARTS ON YOUR OWN SELVES, AND KEEP THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD WHICH IS WITH YOU. AND WHEN YOU GO FROM THIS HOLY MOUNTAIN, INTO A STRANGE LAND WHICH YE KNOW NOT, TAKE WITH YOU THE BODY OF OUR FATHER ADAM, AND WITH IT THESE THREE PRECIOUS GIFTS AND OFFERINGS, NAMELY, THE GOLD, THE INCENSE, AND THE MYRRH; AND LET THEM BE IN THE PLACE WHERE THE BODY OF OUR FATHER ADAM SHALL LAY. 8 "AND UNTO HIM OF YOU WHO SHALL BE LEFT, O MY SONS, SHALL THE WORD OF GOD COME, AND WHEN HE GOES OUT OF THIS LAND, HE SHALL TAKE WITH HIM THE BODY OF OUR FATHER ADAM, AND SHALL LAY IT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EARTH, THE PLACE IN WHICH SALVATION SHALL BE WROUGHT." 9 THEN NOAH SAID UNTO HIM, "WHO IS HE OF US THAT SHALL BE LEFT?" 10 AND JARED ANSWERED, "THOU ART HE THAT SHALL BE LEFT. AND THOU SHALT TAKE THE BODY OF OUR FATHER ADAM FROM THE CAVE, AND PLACE IT WITH THEE IN THE ARK WHEN THE FLOOD COMES. 11 "AND THY SON SHEM, WHO SHALL COME OUT OF THY LOINS, HE IT IS WHO SHALL LAY THE BODY OF OUR FATHER ADAM IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EARTH, IN THE PLACE WHENCE SALVATION SHALL COME." 12 THEN JARED TURNED TO HIS SON ENOCH, AND SAID UNTO HIM "THOU, MY SON, ABIDE IN THIS CAVE, AND MINISTER DILIGENTLY BEFORE THE BODY OF OUR FATHER ADAM ALL THE DAYS OF THY LIFE; AND FEED THY PEOPLE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND INNOCENCE." 13 AND JARED SAID NO MORE. HIS HANDS WERE LOOSENED, HIS EYES CLOSED, AND HE ENTERED INTO REST LIKE HIS FATHERS. HIS DEATH TOOK PLACE IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTIETH YEAR OF NOAH, AND IN THE NINE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-NINTH YEAR OF HIS OWN LIFE; ON THE TWELFTH OF TAKHSAS ON A FRIDAY. 14 BUT AS JARED DIED, TEARS STREAMED DOWN HIS FACE BY REASON OF HIS GREAT SORROW, FOR THE CHILDREN OF SETH, WHO HAD FALLEN IN HIS DAYS. 15 THEN ENOCH, METHUSELAH, LAMECH AND NOAH, THESE FOUR, WEPT OVER HIM; EMBALMED HIM CAREFULLY, AND THEN LAID HIM IN THE CAVE OF TREASURES. THEN THEY ROSE AND MOURNED FOR HIM FORTY DAYS. 16 AND WHEN THESE DAYS OF MOURNING WERE ENDED, ENOCH, METHUSELAH, LAMECH AND NOAH REMAINED IN SORROW OF HEART, BECAUSE THEIR FATHER HAD DEPARTED FROM THEM, AND THEY SAW HIM NO MORE.
CHAPTER 22
ONLY THREE RIGHTEOUS MEN LEFT IN THE WORLD. THE EVIL CONDITIONS OF MEN PRIOR TO THE FLOOD. 1 BUT ENOCH KEPT THE COMMANDMENT OF JARED HIS FATHER, AND CONTINUED TO MINISTER IN THE CAVE. 2 IT IS THIS ENOCH TO WHOM MANY WONDERS HAPPENED, AND WHO ALSO WROTE A CELEBRATED BOOK; BUT THOSE WONDERS MAY NOT BE TOLD IN THIS PLACE. 3 THEN AFTER THIS, THE CHILDREN OF SETH WENT ASTRAY AND FELL, THEY, THEIR CHILDREN AND THEIR WIVES. AND WHEN ENOCH, METHUSELAH, LAMECH AND NOAH SAW THEM, THEIR HEARTS SUFFERED BY REASON OF THEIR FALL INTO DOUBT FULL OF UNBELIEF; AND THEY WEPT AND SOUGHT OF GOD MERCY, TO PRESERVE THEM, AND TO BRING THEM OUT OF THAT WICKED GENERATION. 4 ENOCH CONTINUED IN HIS MINISTRY BEFORE THE LORD THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE YEARS [THE HOLY BIBLE LISTS IT AS 365 YEARS, BUT STRENGTH IN WEAKNESS (10 YEARS IN PSALMS 90:10) & STRENGTH ABOVE ANY WEAKNESS (10 YEARS IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:1-10) IS 385 YEARS, 20 YEARS ADDED AT THE POINT BETWEEN GENESIS 5:23-24 & THE QUESTION IS, DID ENOCH HAVE 85 YEARS IN THE SINGLE REALM & 300 YEARS IN THE MARRIAGE REALM OR 65 YEARS IN THE SINGLE REALM & 320 YEARS IN THE MARRIAGE REALM OR 75 YEARS IN THE SINGLE REALM & 310 YEARS IN THE MARRIAGE REALM OR A MIXTURE OF BOTH & IS A CALL WOULD CONCERN 400 YEARS, THE CALL OF 15 YEARS IN HEAVEN ABOVE THE INITIAL 385 YEARS IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:1-6 & ACTS 7:6-7], AND AT THE END OF THAT TIME HE BECAME AWARE THROUGH THE GRACE OF GOD, THAT GOD INTENDED TO REMOVE HIM FROM THE EARTH. 5 HE THEN SAID TO HIS SON, "O MY SON, I KNOW THAT GOD INTENDS TO BRING THE WATERS OF THE FLOOD UPON THE EARTH, AND TO DESTROY OUR CREATION. 6 "AND YE ARE THE LAST RULERS OVER THIS PEOPLE ON THIS MOUNTAIN; FOR I KNOW THAT NOT ONE WILL BE LEFT YOU TO BEGET CHILDREN ON THIS HOLY MOUNTAIN; NEITHER SHALL ANY ONE OF YOU RULE OVER THE CHILDREN OF HIS PEOPLE; NEITHER SHALL ANY GREAT COMPANY BE LEFT OF YOU, ON THIS MOUNTAIN." 7 ENOCH SAID ALSO TO THEM, "WATCH OVER YOUR SOULS, AND HOLD FAST BY YOUR FEAR OF GOD AND BY YOUR SERVICE OF HIM, AND WORSHIP HIM IN UPRIGHT FAITH, AND SERVE HIM IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, INNOCENCE AND JUDGMENT, IN REPENTANCE AND ALSO IN PURITY." 8 WHEN ENOCH HAD ENDED HIS COMMANDMENTS TO THEM, GOD TRANSPORTED HIM FROM THAT MOUNTAIN TO THE LAND OF LIFE, TO THE MANSIONS OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND OF THE CHOSEN, THE ABODE OF PARADISE OF JOY, IN LIGHT THAT REACHES UP TO HEAVEN; LIGHT THAT IS OUTSIDE THE LIGHT OF THIS WORLD; FOR IT IS THE LIGHT OF GOD, THAT FILLS THE WHOLE WORLD, BUT WHICH NO PLACE CAN CONTAIN. 9 THUS, BECAUSE ENOCH WAS IN THE LIGHT OF GOD, HE FOUND HIMSELF OUT OF THE REACH OF DEATH; UNTIL GOD WOULD HAVE HIM DIE. 10 ALTOGETHER, NOT ONE OF OUR FATHERS OR OF THEIR CHILDREN, REMAINED ON THAT HOLY MOUNTAIN, EXCEPT THOSE THREE, METHUSELAH, LAMECH, AND NOAH. FOR ALL THE REST WENT DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN AND FELL INTO [SEXUAL] SIN WITH THE CHILDREN OF CAIN. THEREFORE, WERE THEY FORBIDDEN THAT MOUNTAIN, AND NONE REMAINED ON IT BUT THOSE THREE MEN.
THE 3RD BOOK OF ADAM & EVE
THE DISCOVERY OF EXPULSION
1.1 IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN ADAM WENT OUT FROM PARADISE WITH HIS WIFE EVE, THEY WENT OUT AT THE EASTERN PART OF PARADISE. AND ADAM MADE A HUT TO LIVE IN. THEY BOTH ENTERED (IT) AND RESIDED THERE FOR SEVEN DAYS. THEY BOTH WEPT WITH ABUNDANT TEARS FOR THEY REGRETTED THE RESIDENCES OF THE KINGDOM FROM WHICH THEY HAD BEEN EXPELLED. 2.1 AND AFTER SEVEN "DAYS, THEY WERE HUNGRY AND LOOKED FOR SOMETHING TO EAT. 2.2 EVE TOLD ADAM: "ADAM, MY LORD, ARISE AND (GO) SEARCH FOR FOOD FOR ME THAT WE MAY EAT, WHILE WAITING TO TRY -- WHO KNOWS -- (THAT) FOR THE LORD TO ACCEPT US AND TAKE US BACK TO THE SAME PLACE IN PARADISE. 3.1 AND ADAM AROSE AFTER SEVEN DAYS AND WENT ABOUT UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH AND HE DID NOT FIND ANY FOOD LIKE THAT WHICH THEY USED TO EAT IN PARADISE. ADAM REPLIED TO EVE AND TOLD HER, "WE ARE GOING TO DIE A DEATH." 3.2 EVE TOLD ADAM, "OH, IF I WERE DEAD THEN GOD WOULD HAVE ACCEPTED YOU IN PARADISE!" ADAM REPLIED TO EVE AND SAID TO HER, "BECAUSE OF US A GREAT ANGER LIES AGAINST (UPON?) ALL CREATURES. (HOWEVER) I DO NOT KNOW THIS: WHETHER IT IS BECAUSE OF ME OR BECAUSE OF YOU." EVE REPLIED TO ADAM, "MY LORD, IF YOU [SEXUALLY] THINK IT WISE, KILL ME SO THAT I WILL BE EXTERMINATED FROM THE SIGHT OF GOD AND HIS ANGELS, SO THAT GOD'S ANGER AGAINST YOU MAY CEASE, WHICH HAPPENED BECAUSE OF ME: AND HE WILL BRING YOU BACK INTO PARADISE. 3.3 ADAM REPLIED AND TOLD HER, "NO, NO! DO NOT MENTION THIS MATTER, LEST GOD SEND ANOTHER JUDGMENT UPON US BECAUSE OF (THIS) KILLING. HOW COULD I RAISE MY HAND AND CAUSE MY OWN FLESH TO SUFFER?" THEN EVE TOLD HIM, "ARISE, LET US BOTH SEEK VEGETABLES." 4.1 AND THEY DID NOT FIND (ANYTHING) TASTING LIKE THE FRUIT OF THE TREE WHICH WAS IN PARADISE. 4.2 AND EVE TOLD HIM, "GOD CREATED THAT FOR THE (WILD-)BEASTS TO GET THEIR FOOD; BUT OUR FOOD WAS THAT BY WHICH THE ANGELS LIVE. 4.3 NOW, COME AND LET US REPENT IN PENITENCE FOR FORTY DAYS, SO THAT GOD MAY PITY US AND THEN GIVE US BETTER FOOD THAN THAT OF THE (DUMB) ANIMALS, LEST WE SHOULD BECOME LIKE THEM." 
THE PENITENCE & THE 2ND TEMPTATION
5.1 ADAM REPLIED TO EVE AND TOLD HER, "EXPLAIN TO ME NOW WHAT PENITENCE YOU (WISH TO) REPENT, OR FOR HOW MANY DAYS WILL YOU BE ABLE TO REPENT IN YOUR PENITENCE, LEST, PERCHANCE, WE MAKE A PROMISE TO GOD. 5.2 AND WE BE UNABLE TO FULFILL THE PROMISE WHICH WE WILL HAVE MADE TO HIM." 5.3 EVE REPLIED TO ADAM AND SHE TOLD HIM, "TELL ME ABOUT THE NUMBER OF DAYS TO ME, THEN; FOR WHAT PERIOD OF TIME WILL YOU CONSIDER DOING PENITENCE -- WHO KNOWS, (PERHAPS) I WILL ADD MORE TO THAT --FOR IT IS I WHO HAVE BROUGHT THESE TRIBULATIONS UPON YOU." 6.1 ADAM REPLIED AND SAID TO EVE, "YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ADD (ANYTHING TO IT). ON THE CONTRARY, HOLD TO THE NUMBER OF DAYS WHICH I WILL TELL YOU AND KEEP IT. AND I WILL DO PENITENCE FOR FORTY DAYS, AND YOU, DO PENITENCE FOR THIRTY-FOUR DAYS. LEAVE ME THESE SIX DAYS, SINCE WERE YOU NOT CREATED UPON THE SIXTH DAY, WHEN GOD COMPLETED THE CREATION OF ALL CREATURES? NOW, YOU ARISE AND GO TO THE RIVER TIGRIS; AND PUT A STONE UNDER YOUR FEET AND STAY IN THE WATER AND CLOTHE YOURSELF (WITH IT) UP TO YOUR NECK. WHILE YOU PRAY, (BEWARE) LET NO SOUND COME FROM YOUR MOUTH, FOR WE ARE NOT WORTHY TO OPEN OUR MOUTHS, FOR OUR LIPS ARE IMPURE BECAUSE WE TRANSGRESSED THE COMMANDMENTS, CONCERNING THE FOOD [SO AS TO EAT FROM THE TREE] OF PARADISE WHICH GOD HAD FORBIDDEN US. 6.2 RATHER, BE SILENT, ONLY DO PENITENCE IN THE WATER FOR THIRTY-FOUR DAYS WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND I WILL DO THE SAME IN THE JORDAN RIVER, UNTIL GOD HEARKENS AND GIVES US FOOD." 7.1 EVE WENT OFF TO THE TIGRIS RIVER AND SHE DID AS ADAM HAD ORDERED HER. 7.2 BUT ADAM, HE REMAINED IN THE JORDAN RIVER AND THE HAIR OF HIS HEAD SPREAD OUT. 8.1 AND ADAM SAID, "I TELL YOU, O JORDAN, SUFFER WITH ME AND ASSEMBLE ALL THE (DUMB-) ANIMALS WHICH ARE AROUND YOU, SO THAT THEY (MAY COME) TO SURROUND YOU AND BEWAIL ME, 8.2 NOT FOR THEIR OWN SAKES, BUT FOR ME. BECAUSE GOD DID NOT WITHHOLD THEIR FODDER FROM THEM, WHICH GOD GAVE THEM FROM THE BEGINNING, BUT I HAVE BEEN WITHHELD FROM MY MEANS OF LIFE AND FROM MY FOOD." 8.3 WHEN ADAM HAD SAID THAT WITH BITTER TEARS, ALL THE CATTLE GATHERED CLOSE TO HIM AND STOOD AROUND HIM LIKE WALLS. AT THE MOMENT WHEN THE WATER (OF) THE JORDAN HAD RESTRAINED ITS FLOW, THEN ADAM RAISED HIS VOICE TOWARDS GOD AND HE VARIED HIS TONE OF VOICE SIX TIMES, LIKE THE VOICES OF ALL THE ANGELS IN ALL TIMES. 9.1 WHEN THE TWELVE DAYS OF HIS WEEPING WERE COMPLETED, THE DEVIL TREMBLED AND CHANGED HIS SHAPE AND HIS CLOTHES BY HIS ARTFUL DECEIT. HE WENT CLOSE TO EVE, ON THE TIGRIS RIVER, AND STOOD BESIDE THE BANK. 9.2 HE WAS WEEPING AND HAD HIS FALSE TEARS DRIPPING (TRICKLING) DOWN ON HIS GARMENT AND FROM HIS GARMENT DOWN TO THE GROUND. THEN HE TOLD EVE, "COME OUT OF THAT WATER (WHERE YOU ARE) AND STOP YOUR TRIBULATIONS, FOR GOD HAS HEARKENED TO YOUR PENITENCE AND TO ADAM YOUR HUSBAND." 9.3 MOREOVER, WE TOO HAVE BESOUGHT FAVOR BECAUSE OF YOUR MISFORTUNES WHICH WE HAVE SEEN. 9.4 THUS GOD SENT ME TO HAVE YOU (PLURAL) COME FORTH AND TO GIVE YOU THE FOOD ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH YOU REPENTED. 9.5 NOW, COME UPFROM THERE, FOR I HAVE GONE TO ADAM AND HE SENT ME AND TOLD ME, 'GO AND SPEAK WITH EVE, MY SPOUSE; BRING HER BACK TO ME.' COME, NOW, AND I WILL LEAD YOU TO ADAM TO THE PLACE WHERE HE IS AND WHERE YOUR FOOD ALSO IS." 10.1 AND EVE CAME UP OUT OF THE WATER AND HER FLESH WAS WITHERED LIKE ROTTEN VEGETABLES BECAUSE OF THE COLDNESS OF THE WATER. ALL THE FORM OF HER BEAUTY HAD BEEN DESTROYED. 10.2 AND WHEN SHE HAD COME UP OUT OF THE WATER, SHE FELL ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH IN GREAT WEAKNESS AND REMAINED LYING (ON THE GROUND) WITHOUT MOVING FOR TWO DAYS. AND AFTER TWO DAYS SHE AROSE AND THE DEVIL LED HER TO WHERE ADAM WAS. 10.3 AND AS SOON AS ADAM SAW EVE (AND) HOW SHE WAS FOLLOWING THE DEVIL, HE STARTED TO WEEP WITH BURNING TEARS AND CALLED OUT WITH A GREAT VOICE AND TOLD HER, "WHERE ARE THE COMMANDS OF REPENTANCE WHICH I GAVE YOU? HOW HAVE YOU BEEN DECEIVED AGAIN BY HIM, BECAUSE OF WHOM WE ARE ALIENS TO OUR DWELLINGS?" 11.1 WHEN EVE HEARD THAT, THAT IT WAS THE DEVIL WHO HAD DECEIVED HER, SHE FELL DOWN BEFORE HIM AND ADAM'S DISTRESS FOR EVE INCREASED TWOFOLD, FOR HE SAW HER LYING ON THE EARTH LIKE ONE DEAD. 11.2 HE WAS SAD AND SAID, GROANING, "WOE TO YOU WHO FIGHT AGAINST US! WHAT EVIL HAVE WE DONE TO YOU? FOR IT IS BECAUSE OF YOUR CALUMNIES THAT WE WENT OUT FROM PARADISE. IS IT BECAUSE WE HAVE CAUSED YOU TO BE EXPELLED THAT YOU ARE ANGRY AGAINST US? 11.3 OR IS IT BECAUSE OF US THAT YOU WERE DESPOILED OF YOUR GLORY? OR IS IT, IN SOME WAY, BY OUR [SEXLESS] ACTION THAT YOU ARE IN SUCH DEFICIENCY? OR ARE WE THE ONLY CREATURES OF GOD THAT YOU FIGHT AGAINST US ALONE? 
THE SEXUAL FALL OF SATAN
12.1 THE DEVIL BEGAN TO CRY WITH FORCED TEARS AND THE DEVIL TOLD ADAM, "O ADAM, ALL THE GREED AND THE ANGER AND ALL THE GRIEF OF MY HEART ARE DIRECTED AGAINST YOU BECAUSE IT WAS THROUGH YOU THAT I FELL FROM MY DWELLINGS, (IT WAS) BY YOU THAT I WAS ALIENATED FROM MY OWN THRONE. MY WINGS WERE MORE NUMEROUS THAN THOSE OF THE CHERUBIM, AND I CONCEALED MYSELF UNDER THEM. BECAUSE OF YOU, NOW MY FEET WALK ON THE EARTH, WHICH I WOULD NEVER HAVE BELIEVED." 12.2 ADAM REPLIED TO THE DEVIL AND TOLD HIM, 12.3 "WHAT IS MY FAULT, BY WHICH I HAVE DONE ALL THAT TO YOU?" 13.1 THE DEVIL REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM, "YOU DID NOTHING TO ME, BUT IT IS BECAUSE OF YOU THAT I HAVE FALLEN UPON THE EARTH." 13.2 THE VERY DAY WHEN YOU WERE CREATED, ON THAT DAY, I FELL FROM BEFORE THE FACE OF GOD, BECAUSE WHEN GOD BREATHED A SPIRIT ONTO YOUR FACE, YOU HAD THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF THE DIVINITY. AND THEN MICHAEL CAME; HE PRESENTED YOU AND MADE YOU BEND DOWN BEFORE GOD. AND GOD TOLD MICHAEL, "I HAVE CREATED ADAM ACCORDING TO (MY) IMAGE AND MY DIVINITY." 14.1 THEN MICHAEL CAME; HE SUMMONED ALL THE TROOPS OF ANGELS AND TOLD THEM, "BOW DOWN BEFORE THE LIKENESS AND THE IMAGE OF THE DIVINITY." 14.2 AND THEN, WHEN MICHAEL SUMMONED THEM AND ALL HAD BOWED DOWN TO YOU, HE SUMMONED ME ALSO. 14.3 AND I TOLD HIM, "GO AWAY FROM ME, FOR I SHALL NOT BOW DOWN TO HIM WHO IS YOUNGER THAN ME; INDEED, I AM MASTER PRIOR TO HIM AND IT IS PROPER FOR HIM TO BOW DOWN TO ME. 15.1 THE SIX CLASSES OF OTHER ANGELS HEARD THAT AND MY SPEECH PLEASED THEM AND THEY DID NOT BOW DOWN TO YOU. 16.1 THEN GOD BECAME ANGRY WITH US AND COMMANDED US, THEM AND ME, TO BE CAST DOWN FROM OUR DWELLINGS TO THE EARTH. AS FOR YOU, HE COMMANDED YOU TO DWELL IN PARADISE. 16.2 WHEN I HAD REALIZED THAT I HAD FALLEN BEFORE YOU, [BY YOUR POWER] THAT I WAS IN DISTRESS AND YOU WERE IN REST, 16.3 THEN I AIMED AT HUNTING YOU SO THAT I MIGHT ALIENATE YOU FROM THE PARADISE OF DELIGHTS, JUST AS I HAD BEEN ALIENATED BECAUSE OF YOU. 17.1 WHEN ADAM HEARD THAT, HE CRIED IN A LOUD VOICE AND SAID, "LORD, MY LIFE IS IN YOUR HANDS. MAKE THIS ENEMY DISTANT FROM ME, WHO [SEXUALLY] DESIRES TO LEAD ME ASTRAY AND SEEKS TO DESTROY MY RACE. IT IS BY HIM THAT EVE HAS BEEN LOST." 17.2 AT THAT MOMENT, BELIAR BECAME INVISIBLE. 17.3 AS FOR ADAM, HE REMAINED IN THE WATER AND DID REPENTANCE. BUT EVE HAD FALLEN UPON THE EARTH LIKE ONE DEAD. THEN SHE STOOD UP FROM THE EARTH (GROUND)? 
THE SEPARATION OF ADAM & EVE
18.1 AND TOLD ADAM, "BE SAVED, ADAM, FOR YOU DID NOT JOIN ME IN THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE COMMANDMENTS, NEITHER IN THE FIRST (INSTANCE) NOR IN THE SECOND. (BUT) THE WORD OF GOD WILL PREVAIL AGAINST ME." AND EVE SAID TO HIM, "BEHOLD, I SHALL SO LEAVE IN THE DIRECTION OF THE SETTING SUN AND I WILL EAT GRASS LIKE A (DUMB-)ANIMAL UNTIL I DIE, FOR BY NO MEANS AM I WORTHY (OF HAVING A PART) IN THE FOOD OF THE LIVING." 18.2 THEN EVE WENT AWAY IN THE DIRECTION OF THE SETTING SUN AND SHE REMAINED THERE IN MOURNING AND MOANING. 18.3 AND AFTER THESE DAYS, SHE MADE FOR HERSELF A HUT IN THE DIRECTION OF THE SETTING SUN. NOW SHE HAD CONCEIVED THREE MONTHS BEFORE, AND CAIN WAS IN HER WOMB, 19.1 WHEN THE DAYS OF HER PARTURITION ARRIVED, THEN SHE STARTED TO TREMBLE; SHE WAILED TOWARDS GOD IN A LOUD VOICE AND SAID: 19.2 "WHERE IS ADAM SO THAT HE CAN CONSOLE ME IN MY PRESENT PAIN, OR WHO WILL RELATE MY SUFFERINGS TO HIM? IS THERE NONE AMONG THE BIRDS, WHO WOULD GO TO HIM AND TELL HIM, 'COME, HELP EVE, YOUR SPOUSE.' I BEG OF YOU, ALL YOU, RACES OF HEAVEN, AND WHEN YOU GO TO THE EAST, RELATE MY PRESENT SUFFERINGS TO MY LORD." 20.1A THEN ADAM HEARD IN THE RIVER JORDAN HER CRYING OF TEARS AND MISFORTUNES. 20.1B THEN GOD HEARKENED TO ADAM'S PRAYER AND SENT HIM THE ANGEL MICHAEL WHO BROUGHT HIM SEEDS, SEALED WITH THE DIVINE SEAL, DESTINED TO BE BROUGHT TO ADAM. THEN HE TAUGHT HIM SOWING AND THE WORK RELATED TO IT, SO THAT THUS THEY MIGHT BE SAVED, (THEY) AND ALL THEIR DESCENDANTS. 20.1C AND, WHEN ADAM (HAD) HEARD THE PRAYER OF EVE AND THE WAILING OF HER TEARS FROM THE WEST, ADAM RECOGNIZED HER VOICE AND SAID IN HIS HEART, "THIS IS THE VOICE OF MY RIB, THE VOICE OF MY SHEEP (?); I WILL ARISE AND I WILL SEE WHY SHE CRIES. IS IT THAT THE SERPENT IS ATTACKING HER AGAIN?" 20.2 ADAM AROSE AND FOLLOWED HER FOOTSTEPS. AND HE CAME CLOSE TO HER, IN THE PART OF THE WEST WHERE EVE WAS, AND WHEN EVE SAW ADAM, SHE WAS CRYING WITH ABUNDANT TEARS AND SAID, "MY LORD, ADAM, HAVE YOU NOT HEARD THE SOUND OF MY TEARS? FOR, TODAY, IT IS NINE DAYS, DAY AND NIGHT, THAT THERE HAS BEEN THIS CRYING OF MINE TOWARDS YOU. IS IT THAT THE GENERATIONS OF THE EAST HAVE NOT INFORMED YOU WHEN THEY AROSE? AND HAVE NOT THE BIRDS OF THE HEAVENS AND THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH INFORMED YOU, FOR I BEGGED THEM ALL THAT THEY TELL YOU ABOUT IT. ARISE, ENTREAT YOUR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] TO HAVE PITY, SO THAT GOD MAY ANSWER YOUR PRAYER AND DELIVER ME FROM MY SUFFERINGS OR, IF IT SEEMS FITTING TO HIM, SEND DEATH TO ME OR, BY YOUR PRAYERS, LIBERATE ME FROM MY TORMENTS." 20.3 ADAM PRAYED AND SPOKE A PLEA TO GOD ON HER BEHALF AND THE LORD HEARKENED TO HIM. 21.1 AND BEHOLD, TWELVE ANGELS AND TWO POWERS CAME FROM HEAVEN. AND THEY CAME TO THE PLACE (WHERE) EVE (WAS). 21.2 ONE OF THE POWERS CAME, TOUCHED EVE'S FACE AND HER BREAST, AND TOLD EVE, "BLESSED ARE YOU, EVE, BECAUSE OF ADAM, ELECT ONE AND SERVANT OF GOD, FOR HIS PRAYERS ARE GREAT BEFORE GOD AND, BECAUSE OF HIM, GOD WILL DELIVER YOU. IF YOU HAD NOT BEEN BROUGHT HELP BECAUSE OF HIM, YOU WOULD HAVE CONCEIVED SUCH A THORN THAT YOU COULD NOT HAVE RESCUED YOURSELF FROM YOUR SUFFERINGS. RISE UP NOW AND PREPARE YOURSELF TO GIVE BIRTH TO A CHILD." 21.3A EVE AROSE AS THE ANGEL HAD INSTRUCTED HER: SHE GAVE BIRTH TO A CHILD AND HIS COLOR WAS LIKE THAT OF THE STARS [GLISTENING WHITE COLOR]. HE FELL INTO THE HANDS OF THE MIDWIFE AND (AT ONCE) HE BEGAN TO PLUCK UP THE GRASS, FOR IN HIS MOTHER'S HUT GRASS WAS PLANTED. 21.3B THE, MIDWIFE REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM, "GOD IS JUST THAT HE DID NOT AT ALL LEAVE YOU IN MY HANDS. FOR, YOU ARE CAIN, THE PERVERSE ONE, KILLER OF THE GOOD, FOR YOU ARE THE ONE WHO PLUCKS UP THE FRUIT-BEARING TREE, AND NOT HIM WHO PLANTS IT. YOU ARE THE BEARER OF BITTERNESS AND NOT OF SWEETNESS." 21.3C AND, THE POWER TOLD ADAM, "REMAIN BY EVE UNTIL SHE HAS DONE WITH THE INFANT WHAT I HAVE TAUGHT HER." 
THE DEATH OF ABEL
[22]1.2 AS FOR ADAM, HE TOOK EVE AND THE CHILD AND HE BROUGHT THEM INTO A PART OF THE EAST AND HE STAYED THERE. AND WHEN THE EIGHTH YEAR AND THE SECOND MONTH WERE COMPLETED [22]1.3 EVE BECAME PREGNANT AND BORE ANOTHER SON WHOM THE POWER OF GOD CALLED BY NAME ABEL, AND THEY REMAINED THERE TOGETHER. [22]2.1 AT THAT TIME EVE TOLD ADAM, [22]2.2 "ADAM, MY LORD, IN MY SLEEP I SAW THAT THE BLOOD OF MY SON ABEL WAS POURING INTO THE MOUTH OF CAIN HIS BROTHER AND HE DRANK IT WITHOUT MERCY. AND ABEL BESEECHED HIM TO LEAVE HIM [A LITTLE OF HIS BLOOD, [22]2.3 AND HE DID NOT AGREE TO HEARKEN TO HIM BUT HE DRANK IT COMPLETELY AND] IT DID NOT REMAIN IN HIS STOMACH BUT IT WENT FORTH AND HE WAS SMEARED WITH IT AND IT COULD NOT AT ALL BE REMOVED FROM HIS BODY." [22]2.4A ADAM REPLIED TO EVE AND TOLD HER, "LEST CAIN PLAN TO KILL HIM, LET US SEPARATE THEM FROM ONE ANOTHER, [23]2.4B AND LET US BE WITH THEM, SO AS TO PROVIDE NO ROOM TO ANGER." AND THEY ACTED AS ADAM HAD SAID, AND HE TOLD (THEM), "MY SONS, COME AND LET US DISPERSE, EACH TO HIS OWN PLACE." [23]3.2 THEN GOD TOLD THE ANGEL GABRIEL, "SAY TO ADAM: 'DO NOT REVEAL TO CAIN THE SECRET PLAN WHICH YOU KNOW, FOR HE IS A SON OF WRATH, BECAUSE HIS BROTHER WILL BE KILLED BY HIM!' HOWEVER, LET ADAM NOT BE SAD, FOR I WILL RAISE UP SETH FOR HIM INSTEAD OF ABEL, AND HE WILL RESEMBLE MY IMAGE AND HE, SO [HE] WILL TEACH YOU EVERYTHING OF WHICH I HAVE A MEMORY. BUT DO NOT REVEAL THIS TO ANYONE BUT ADAM!" [23]3.3A THAT IS WHAT GOD TOLD THE ANGEL AND THE ANGEL SPOKE THIS WORD TO ADAM. THEN ADAM KEPT THE WORD IN HIS HEART. AND THEY BOTH WERE SAD, ADAM AND HIS SPOUSE. [23]3.3B AND, THE TIME ARRIVED WHEN ABEL WAS KILLED BY CAIN HIS BROTHER AND HE = ADAM TOLD HER = EVE, "GOD HAS ESTABLISHED AN END FOR ALL HUMAN BEINGS. WAS DEATH ANYTHING ELSE BUT THE KILLING BY WHICH ABEL HAS BEEN KILLED BY CAIN AND CAIN'S JEALOUSY DELIVERED HIM TO DEATH BECAUSE CAIN WAS OF A PERVERSE RACE?" [23]3.3C AND, THE TIMES ARRIVED WHEN CAIN AND ABEL HAD GONE UP TOWARDS THEIR FIELDS. TWO DEMONS RESEMBLING CAIN AND ABEL CAME. ONE DEMON REPROACHED THE OTHER DEMON. HE BECAME ANGRY WITH HIM AND TOOK A STONE SWORD, WHICH WAS OF A TRANSPARENT STONE [MAYBE SAME STONE AS EX 4:25]. HE CUT HIS THROAT AND KILLED HIM. [23]3.3D AND, WHEN CAIN SAW THE BLOOD, HE WENT QUICKLY AND TOOK THE STONE IN HIS HAND(S). BUT WHEN ABEL SAW HIM COMING UPON HIM, HE BEGGED HIM, "DO NOT MAKE ME DIE, O MY BROTHER CAIN!" HE, HOWEVER, DID NOT ACCEPT HIS PRAYER AND HE SPILLED ABEL'S BLOOD IN FRONT OF HIM. AND ADAM AND EVE AFFLICTED THEMSELVES ALL THAT TIME WITH GREAT SADNESS. [23]4.1 AND AFTER THIS, ADAM ENTERED HIS SPOUSE AND EVE BECAME PREGNANT AND BORE SETH WHO RESEMBLED ADAM. [24]4.2 ADAM TOLD EVE, "BEHOLD, I HAVE BORN A SON IN PLACE OF ABEL, WHOM CAIN KILLED BEFORE ME." [24]5.1A AND, AGAIN, AFTER THAT, ADAM HAD THIRTY SONS AND THIRTY DAUGHTERS. FOR ALL THE YEARS OF ADAM WERE 930 YEARS. AND FROM HIM THEY MULTIPLIED OVER THE EARTH AND SETTLED OVER IT.
THE SEXUAL ILLNESS OF ADAM
[30]5.1B AND, WHEN THE 930 YEARS WERE COMPLETED ADAM FELL ILL AND CRIED OUT IN A LOUD VOICE AND SAID, "GATHER TO ME YE ALL MY DESCENDANTS AND I WILL SEE THEM BEFORE MY DEATH." [30]5.2 AND ALL HIS PROGENY GATHERED TO HIM WHO HAD SETTLED, AND HE DIVIDED THE THREE PARTS OF THE EARTH AMONG HIS DESCENDANTS. AND ALL ADAM'S DESCENDANTS ASSEMBLED BY HIM, FOR THEY HAD TAKEN A POSITION BEFORE HIS DOORS, IN THE PLACE WHICH ADAM HAD MADE, AND INTO WHICH HE WOULD ENTER AND ADDRESS HIS PRAYERS TO GOD. [30]5.3 AND HIS SONS TOLD HIM, "WHAT IS THIS, FATHER ADAM?" [30]5.4 HE TOLD THEM, "I AM SICK, MY SONS." AND THEY TOLD HIM, "WHAT IS YOUR ILLNESS AND HOW DOES A HUMAN BEING FALL ILL?" [31]6.1 SETH, HIS SON, REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM, "FATHER ADAM, WHAT HAS BEFALLEN YOU? HAVE YOU REMEMBERED, PERCHANCE, THE FRUIT OF THE GARDEN, AND YOU LONGED FOR IT AND YOU BECOME SAD YOURSELF BECAUSE OF IT? [31]6.2 IF IT IS THUS, TELL ME AND I WILL GO BEFORE PARADISE AND I WILL CAST DUST UPON MY HEAD AND I WILL WEEP. AND, IF ONLY GOD HEARS ME, LET HIM SEND HIS ANGEL AND HE THE ANGEL WILL BRING ME THE FRUIT OF PARADISE AND I WILL BRING IT TO YOU SO THAT YOU MAY CALM YOUR DISTRESS." [31]6.3 AND ADAM TOLD HIM, "MY SON SETH, IT IS NOT SO, RATHER I AM SICK AND I HAVE PAIN." SETH REPLIED TO HIM, "FATHER, WHAT IS PAIN AND HOW DO YOU HAVE PAIN?" 
ADAM’S STORY OF THE SEXUAL FALL
[32]7.1 ADAM TOLD SETH, "SON, WHEN GOD MADE US, ME AND YOUR MOTHER, HE SET US IN THE THE PARADISE OF DELIGHTS TO EAT ITS FRUIT. BUT THERE WAS ONE PLANT IN THE MIDDLE OF PARADISE, VERY BEAUTIFUL, CONCERNING WHICH GOD COMMANDED US, 'EAT NOT OF IT.' [32]7.2 AND THE SERPENT DECEIVED YOUR MOTHER AND CAUSED HER TO EAT OF IT, BECAUSE OF WHICH, NOW, WE ARE GOING TO DIE. WHEN IT WAS THE HOUR FOR THE GUARDIAN ANGELS TO ASCEND TO WORSHIP GOD, THE ENEMY DECEIVED HER AND SHE ATE OF IT [32]7.3A AND SHE DECEIVED ME, MY CHILDREN, FOR I DID NOT KNOW. [32]7.3B AND GOD HAD DIVIDED (PARADISE) BETWEEN US, BETWEEN ME AND YOUR MOTHER EVE, SO THAT WE MIGHT GUARD IT. AS FOR ME, HE HAD GIVEN ME THE EASTERN AND NORTHERN PORTION; TO YOUR MOTHER EVE HE HAD ENTRUSTED THE SOUTHERN AND THE WESTERN PORTION. [33].1 AND THERE WERE TWELVE ANGELS WITH EACH OF US TO GUARD US [33].2 UNTIL THE TIME OF THE DAWN, BUT AT EACH (TIME, AT) DAY, THEY ASCENDED (THERE). AND AT THE MOMENT OF THEIR ASCENT, THE SERPENT DECEIVED YOUR MOTHER AND CAUSED HER TO EAT OF THE TREE, FOR HE HAD SEEN THAT I WAS NOT WITH HER ANY MORE THAN THE ANGELS. [33].3 SHE ALSO MADE ME EAT OF IT AND I DID NOT UNDERSTAND. [34]8.1 WHEN WE HAD EATEN, GOD BECAME ANGRY WITH US AND HE TOLD US, [34]8.2 'YOU HAVE, THEREFORE, SCORNED MY COMMANDMENT; I TOO WILL SCORN YOU.' AND HE SENT 70 EVILS UPON US, TO OUR EYES, AND TO OUR EARS AND AS FAR AS OUR FEET, PLAGUES AND PORTENTS, TREASURED IN (HIS) TREASURIES. THIS GOD DID TO ME TO CAUSE ME TO PERISH THROUGH DEATH." 
THE COMMAND TO RETRIEVE THE OIL
[35]9.1 MISSING RECORD. [35]9.2 (EVE) SAID, WEEPING, "MY LORD ADAM, GIVE ME HALF OF YOUR SUFFERINGS AND I WILL BEAR YOUR PRESENT PAIN, FOR YOUR SUFFERING IS DUE TO ME AND IT IS I WHO CAUSED THESE PAINS TO COME UPON YOU." [36]9.3 AND ADAM TOLD EVE, "ARISE AND GO WITH SETH, MY SON, TO PARADISE; CAST SOIL ON YOUR HEAD AND WEEP BEFORE GOD SO THAT HE MIGHT GIVE US GRACE. [36]9.4 AND (GOD) WILL SEND HIS ANGEL TO PARADISE WHERE THE TREE OF LIFE IS, FROM WHICH THE OIL FLOWS OUT, SO THAT HE MAY GIVE YOU A LITTLE OF THAT OIL. AND YOU WILL BRING IT HERE TO ME AND I WILL ANOINT MYSELF AND I WILL BE HEALED OF MY SUFFERINGS. [36]9.5 THEN I WILL LET YOU KNOW THE WHOLE WAY IN WHICH WE WERE TRIED." 
THE ENCOUNTER WITH THE BEAST
[37]10.1 MISSING RECORD. [37]10.2 "WOE IS ME, FOR WHEN ARRIVE AT THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, ALL MY [SEXUAL] SINS WILL BURN ME AND (PEOPLE) WILL TELL ME, 'IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, IT WAS YOU WHO DID NOT OBSERVE GOD'S ORDERS." [37]10.3 EVE CALLED OUT AND TOLD THE WICKED BEAST, "O EVIL BEAST, HAVE YOU NO FEAR? DID YOU DARE TO FIGHT THE IMAGE OF GOD? HOW DID YOU TAKE IT UPON YOURSELF TO OPEN YOUR MOUTH AND HOW HAVE YOU [SEXUALLY] (THOUGHT TO) SINK YOUR TEETH? OR HOW HAVE YOU NOT RECALLED THE FIRST ORDER OF GOD AND HAVE OPENED YOUR MOUTH AGAINST THE IMAGE OF GOD?" [38]11.1 THEN THE BEAST REPLIED TO HER AND TOLD EVE, "IT IS NOT FROM OUR GREED(INESS) THAT YOUR DISCONTENT AND YOUR WEEPING COME, BUT YOUR DISCONTENT AND YOUR WEEPING COME FROM YOUR OWN GREED(INESS), FOR AT THE BEGINNING OF CREATION, IT WAS YOU WHO HEARKENED TO THE BEAST, THE SERPENT. [38]11.2 HOW DID YOU DARE TO OPEN YOUR MOUTH AND EAT OF THE TREE OF WHICH GOD HAD COMMANDED YOU NOT TO EAT? (IT IS) YOU, (BECAUSE OF) WHOM THE ASPECT OF EVERYTHING HAS CHANGED. [38]11.3 NOW, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ENDURE, IF I START TALKING AND REBUKING YOU." [39]12.1 SETH REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD THE BEAST, "LET YOUR MOUTH BE CLOSED AND BE SILENT, BEAST, AND GET AWAY FROM US, THE IMAGE OF THE DIVINITY, UNTIL THE DAY WHEN GOD WILL HAVE YOU STANDING (BEFORE HIM)." [39]12.2 THEN ALSO THE BEAST TOLD SETH, "BEHOLD, THEN, THAT I GET AWAY FROM YOU, IMAGE OF GOD, DAZZLING (SPLENDOR) OF GOD." AND WHEN THE BEAST HAD LEFT HIM (HER?), THE BEAST FLED (FAR) FROM SETH AND THE WOUNDED MAN WENT TO THE HUT OF ADAM HIS FATHER." 
THE ARRIVAL AT PARADISE
[40]13.1 MISSING RECORD. [41]13.2A (AND GOD SENT TO THEM THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL), WHO IS IN CHARGE OF THE SOULS, AND HE TOLD SETH, [41]13.2B "MAN OF GOD, DO NOT LABOR TO SUPPLICATE THUS CONCERNING THE OLIVE TREE, IN COMMAND TO ANOINT YOUR FATHER ADAM. 
THE LORD MICHAEL’S REPLY
[42]13.3 THIS IS NOT TO BE RIGHT NOW BUT IN THE FUTURE TIMES, WHEN FIVE THOUSAND YEARS WILL BE COMPLETED. THEN, AT THE FIVE AND A HALF THOUSANDTH YEAR, THE BELOVED SON OF GOD, CHRIST, WILL COME UPON THE EARTH TO R(ESURRECT) ADAM'S BODY FROM HIS FALL, BECAUSE OF THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE COMMANDS. [42]13.4 HE WILL COME AND HE WILL BE BAPTIZED IN THE RIVER JORDAN. AND AS SOON AS HE WILL HAVE COME FORTH FROM OF THE WATER WITH THE (ANOINTING) OF OIL, HE WILL ANOINT HIM, HIM [42]13.5 AND ALL HIS DESCENDANTS, SO THAT THEY WILL RISE AT THE TIME OF THE RESURRECTION. THE LORD SAID, 'I WILL ADMIT THEM INTO PARADISE AND I WILL ANOINT THEM WITH THAT UNCTION.' 
RETURN TO ADAM
[43]13.6 BUT NOW, GO TO YOUR FATHER ADAM, BECAUSE THE DAYS OF HIS TIMES ARE COMPLETED. (IN) THREE DAYS HIS SOUL WILL GO OUT OF HIS BODY AND NUMEROUS WONDERS WILL BE SEEN IN THE HEAVENS." 
[44]14.1 WHEN THE ANGEL HAD TOLD THAT TO HIM, (IMMEDIATELY) HE WAS HIDDEN UNDERNEATH THE PLANT OF PARADISE. NOW (AS FOR) SETH AND EVE THEY DEPARTED FOR ADAM'S HUT. AND ADAM WEPT BECAUSE OF THE WOUND OF THE BEAST. 
ADAM’S REBUKE OF EVE
[44]14.2 AND HE TOLD EVE, "WHAT HAVE (ALL OF) US DONE? FOR AN EVIL HAS COME UPON US AND UPON ALL OUR DESCENDANTS. [44]14.3 INDEED, TELL YOUR CHILDREN WHAT ARE YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS: FOR WE WILL DIE, YOU AND I, AND MISFORTUNES WILL SPREAD OVER THE EARTH. ALL THE DESCENDANTS WHO HAVE COME FORTH FROM US WILL CURSE US SAYING, [44]14.4 'IT WAS OUR FATHER AND MOTHER WHO BROUGHT THIS MISFORTUNE UPON US.'" 
THE PORTIONS OF ADAM & EVE IN PARADISE
[44]15.1 THEN EVE BEGAN TO CRY AND SHE SAID, "NOW HEARKEN TO ME, MY CHILDREN, AND I WILL TELL YOU HOW WE WERE TRICKED. [44]15.2 IT HAPPENED, (THEN), THAT YOUR FATHER WAS GUARDING HIS PORTION OF PARADISE, THE EAST AND THE NORTH, [44]15.3 WHILE I WAS GUARDING MY OWN PORTION, THE WEST AND THE SOUTH. AND THE DEVIL CAME TO ADAM'S PORTION. AND THERE WERE BEASTS THERE [44]15.4 FOR THE LORD HAD ALSO DIVIDED THE BEASTS BETWEEN US. ALL (THAT WERE) MALE HE HAD GIVEN TO ADAM, AND ALL (THAT WERE) FEMALE, HE HAD GIVEN TO ME. AND WE EACH FED OUR OWN ONES. 
SATAN’S ENCOUNTER WITH THE BEAST
[44]16.1 WHEN THE DEVIL CAME TO YOUR FATHER'S PORTION [44]16.2 THE DEVIL SUMMONED THE SERPENT AND TOLD HIM, "ARISE AND COME TO ME, AND I WILL TEACH YOU A USEFUL WORD." [44]16.3A THEN, THE SERPENT CAME AND THE DEVIL TOLD THE SERPENT, "I (HEAR) THAT YOU ARE WISER THAN ALL THE (DUMB) ANIMALS AND I HAVE COME TO TEST YOUR WISDOM (SCIENCE), FOR ADAM GIVES FOOD TO ALL THE (DUMB) ANIMALS, THUS ALSO TO YOU. [44]16.3B WHEN THEN ALL THE (DUMB) ANIMALS COME TO BOW DOWN BEFORE ADAM FROM DAY TO DAY AND FROM MORNING TO MORNING, EVERY DAY, YOU ALSO COME TO BOW DOWN. YOU WERE CREATED BEFORE HIM, AS LARGE (AS YOU) ARE, AND YOU BOW DOWN BEFORE THIS LITTLE ONE! [44]16.3C AND, WHY DO YOU EAT (FOOD) INFERIOR TO ADAM'S AND HIS SPOUSE'S AND NOT THE GOOD FRUIT OF PARADISE? BUT COME AND HEARKEN TO ME SO THAT WE MAY HAVE ADAM EXPELLED FROM THE WALL OF PARADISE JUST AS WE ARE OUTSIDE. PERHAPS WE CAN RE-ENTER SOMEHOW TO PARADISE." 
[44]16.4 AND THE SERPENT TOLD HIM, "HOW CAN WE HAVE THEM EXCLUDED?" THE DEVIL REPLIED AND TOLD THE SERPENT, "BE A SHEATH FOR ME AND I WILL SPEAK TO THE WOMAN THROUGH YOUR MOUTH A WORD BY WHICH WE WILL TRICK (THEM)." 
THE SERPENT’S APPROACH TO PARADISE
[44]17.1 AND THE TWO OF THEM CAME TOGETHER AND THEY ALLOWED THEIR HEADS TO HANG ON THE WALL OF THE PARADISE AT THE TIME WHERE THE ANGELS HAD ASCENDED TO BOW DOWN TO GOD. THEN THE DEVIL CHANGED HIMSELF INTO THE IMAGE OF AN ANGEL; HE PRAISED THE PRAISES OF THE ANGELS. AND I WAS GAZING IN THE DIRECTION OF THE ENCLOSURE TO HEAR THE PRAISES. [44]17.2A I STARED AND I SAW HIM LIKE AN ANGEL AND AT ONCE HE BECAME INVISIBLE [44]17.2B FOR HE HAD GONE FORTH TO BRING THE SERPENT. AND HE TOLD HIM, 'ARISE AND COME AND I WILL BE WITH YOU AND I WILL SPEAK THOUGH YOUR MOUTH THAT WHICH IT IS PROPER FOR YOU TO SAY.' [44]17.2C HE TOOK ON THE FORM OF THE SERPENT (TO GO) CLOSE TO THE WALL OF PARADISE AND THE DEVIL SLIPPED INSIDE THE SERPENT AND HE ALLOWED HIS HEAD TO HANG ON THE WALL OF PARADISE. HE CRIED OUT AND SAID, 'SHAME ON YOU, WOMAN, YOU WHO ARE IN THE THE PARADISE OF DELIGHT (AND) WHO ARE BLIND! COME TO ME AND I WILL TELL YOU A CERTAIN SECRET WORD.' [44]17.2D AND, WHEN I HAD COME, HE TOLD ME, 'EVE!' AND I TOLD HIM, 'HERE I AM.' HE REPLIED TO ME AND TOLD ME, 'WHAT DO YOU DO IN PARADISE?" [44]17.3 I REPLIED AND TOLD HIM, 'GOD HAS SET ME TO GUARD PARADISE AND EAT (OF IT).' [44]17.4 THE DEVIL REPLIED TO ME AND TOLD ME THROUGH THE MOUTH OF THE SERPENT, 'WELL (DONE!) DO YOU EAT THE FRUIT OF EVERY TREE WHICH IS IN PARADISE?' 
[44]17.5 I REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM, '(YES), WE EAT ALL THE FRUIT EXCEPT FOR ONLY ONE TREE WHICH IS HERE IN THE MIDDLE OF PARADISE, FOR GOD COMMANDED US, 'DO NOT EAT OF IT, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT DIE OF DEATH.' 
THE TEMPTATION OF EVE
[44]18.1 THEN THE SERPENT TOLD ME, 'I AM DISTRESSED FOR YOU, FOR YOU ARE LIKE THE (DUMB) ANIMALS. GOD WAS JEALOUS OF YOU AND HE HAS NOT PERMITTED YOU, BUT I, I DO NOT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE YOUR IGNORANCE. RATHER COME, EAT AND YOU WILL SEE THE GLORY WHICH IS TO BE WITH YOU.' [44]18.2 HOWEVER, I TOLD HIM, 'I AM AFRAID OF DYING, PERHAPS, AS GOD SAID.' [44]18.3 THE SERPENT REPLIED TO ME AND TOLD ME, 'WHAT IS DEATH AND HOW DOES ONE DIE? DEATH IS LIFE!' I REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM, 'I DO NOT KNOW.' HE REPLIED TO ME AND TOLD ME, 'GOD IS LIVING, JUST SO THAT YOU WILL NOT DIE, BUT AT THE MOMENT WHEN YOU EAT YOUR EYES WILL BE OPENED AND YOU WILL BE INSTRUCTED, LIKE GOD, ABOUT GOOD AND EVIL. [44]18.4 GOD KNEW THAT YOU WOULD BECOME LIKE HIM AND GOD WAS JEALOUS OF YOU. BECAUSE OF THAT GOD TOLD YOU, 'DO NOT EAT OF IT!' [44]18.5 LOOK AT THE TREE AND SEE THE GLORY AROUND IT.' AS FOR ME, WHEN I HAD GONE AND I HAD SEEN ITS GLORY AROUND IT, THEN I SAID, [44]18.6 'THIS TREE IS GOOD AND ITS FRUIT IS WELL-KNOWN IN MY EYES. HOWEVER, I AM AFRAID TO STRETCH OUT MY HAND AND TAKE (IT). BUT YOU, IF YOU ARE NOT AFRAID, BRING IT OUT TO ME AND I WILL EAT (OF IT) AND I WILL KNOW WHETHER YOUR (PRESENT) WORDS ARE TRUE OR NOT.' THE SERPENT REPLIED TO AND TOLD ME, 'COME, OPEN THE GATE AND I WILL GIVE YOU OF IT.' 
THE ENTRANCE OF THE SNAKE INTO PARADISE
[44]19.1 AND WHEN I HAD GONE TO OPEN THE GATE FOR HIM AND HE HAD ENTERED PARADISE, HE WENT FORTH, AND THEN HE STOPPED A LITTLE. I REPLIED TO HIM AND SAID, 'WHY HAVE YOU STOPPED?' BUT HE, MY CHILDREN, BEGAN TO USE TRICKERY WITH ME. HE REPLIED TO ME AND TOLD ME, 'IF I HAVE STOPPED IT IS BECAUSE I CHANGED MY MIND FOR FEAR THAT, PERHAPS IF I SHOULD GIVE YOU OF IT AND YOU EAT IT, AND YOUR EYES WILL BE OPENED AND YOU WILL BECOME LIKE GOD, AND YOU WILL KNOW GOOD AND EVIL, AND YOU WILL BECOME PRIDEFUL AND BECOME JEALOUS OF ADAM AND YOU WILL NOT MAKE HIM EAT OF IT, AND HE WILL BE LIKE A (DUMB) ANIMAL BEFORE YOU, AS YOU WERE BEFORE GOD, BECAUSE GOD WAS JEALOUS OF YOU. IF YOU WISH (IT), SWEAR TO ME TRULY THAT, IF I MAKE YOU EAT IT, YOU WILL NOT BE JEALOUS OF ADAM, YOUR HUSBAND, BUT WILL MAKE HIM EAT OF IT AND GIVE OF IT ALSO TO HIM.' [44]19.2 I REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM, 'I DO NOT KNOW ANY OATH, HOW COULD I SWEAR TO YOU?' AND HE TOLD ME, 'SAY: I SWEAR BY THE PLANTS OF PARADISE AND BY THE CHERUBS UPON WHOM SITS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND (UPON WHICH) HE DESCENDS TO PARADISE, THAT IF I EAT AND KNOW IT ALL, I WILL NOT BE JEALOUS BUT WILL GIVE OF IT ALSO TO ADAM." [44]19.3 AND WHEN HE HAD MADE ME TAKE THE OATH, HE BOUND ME (TO IT), GAVE ME OF THE TREE AND I ATE IT. 
EVE’S RECOGNITION OF HER SEXUAL SIN
[44]20.4 [...I WAS SEARCHING FOR LEAVES TO COVER...] MY NAKEDNESS AND FOUND NONE ON ALL THE TREES, FOR AT THE MOMENT AT WHICH I HAD EATEN, THE LEAVES FROM ALL THE TREES OF PARADISE, IN MY PORTION, FELL DOWN. [44]20.5 I TOOK SOME AND MADE A COVERING FOR MYSELF AND STOOD BY THE TREE OF WHICH I HAD EATEN, MY CHILDREN. I WAS AFRAID BECAUSE OF THE OATH WHICH I HAD SWORN BY PARADISE AND IN WHICH I HAD SAID, 'I WILL MAKE ADAM EAT OF IT AS WELL.' 
THE TEMPTATION OF ADAM
[44]21.2 THEN YOUR FATHER ADAM CAME. HE HAD [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT THUS: THAT A BEAST HAD ENTERED PARADISE AND HE TOLD ME, 'WHAT ARE YOU [SEXUALLY] THINKING FOR AND WHY DO YOU HAVE THIS FIG-LEAF ON YOURSELF?' [44]21.3 I REPLIED TO HIM AND I TOLD HIM, 'DO YOU WISH ME TO TELL YOU SOMETHING OR NOT? UNTIL TODAY WE WERE LIKE (DUMB) ANIMALS. WHEN I UNDERSTOOD (THAT OF WHICH) THE LORD HAD SAID TO US, 'DO NOT EAT OF THIS' AND WHEN I SAW ITS SPLENDOR, I TOOK OF IT AND ATE OF IT AND I KNEW GOOD AND EVIL. NOW, EAT ALSO OF IT AND YOU WILL YOU BECOME LIKE GOD.' [44]21.4A ADAM REPLIED TO ME AND TOLD ME, 'I FEAR LEST GOD BE ANGRY WITH ME AND TELL ME, "MY COMMANDMENT WHICH I GAVE YOU, YOU DID NOT KEEP IT!"' [44]21.4B BUT I TOLD THE FATHER, "ON ME SHALL BE THIS BLAME. IF HE ASKS YOU, SAY THUS: 'THIS WOMAN WHOM YOU HAVE GIVEN ME IS TO BLAME FOR THAT; (SHE SAID:) SEE THE FLAVOR OF THIS GLORY!' [44]21.5 THEN I GAVE HIM OF IT AND HE ATE OF IT AND BECAME LIKE ME, AND HE ALSO TOOK A LEAF OF THE FIG TREE AND COVERED HIS NAKEDNESS WITH IT. 
THE ENTRY OF THE LORD INTO PARADISE
[44]22.1 AFTER WHICH WE HEARD THAT, THROUGH AN ANGEL, (GOD) BLEW THE TRUMPET. HE (HAD) SUMMONED THE ANGELS AND TOLD THEM, [44]22.2 "THUS SAYS THE LORD, COME TO PARADISE AND HEAR THE SENTENCE TO WHICH WE ARE GOING TO JUDGE (THEM)." ADAM (TOLD ME), "WE HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, FOR GOD IS GOING TO COME TO JUDGE US." WE WERE AFRAID AND WE HID. [44]22.3 AND GOD CAME TO PARADISE SITTING UPON THE CHERUBS AND THE ANGELS WERE SINGING HYMNS BEFORE HIM. WHEN HE HAD ARRIVED AT PARADISE, AT ONCE ALL (THE) TREE(S) CAST OFF THEIR (ITS) FOLIAGE, [44]22.4 AND THRONES WERE SET UP NEAR THE TREE OF LIFE. [44]23.1 AND GOD SUMMONED ADAM AND TOLD HIM, "ADAM, ADAM, WHERE ARE YOU? ARE YOU HIDING FROM ME? OR HOW WILL A HOUSE HIDE FROM ITS BUILDER? OR WHY HAVE YOU HIDDEN NEAR THE TREE OF PARADISE?" [44]23.2 THEN YOUR FATHER REPLIED AND TOLD THE LORD, "I HAVE HIDDEN BECAUSE I AM AFRAID: I AM NAKED AND I AM ASHAMED." [44]23.3 GOD REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM, "WHO TOLD YOU THAT YOU ARE NAKED? HAVE YOU SCORNED THE COMMANDMENT WHICH I GAVE YOU?" [44]23.4 THEN ADAM REMEMBERED MY WORD(S) WHICH I HAD SAID, "DO NOT BE CONCERNED FOR (THE BLAME) FOR IT WILL LIE UPON ME." AND ADAM SAID, "LORD, IT IS THIS WOMAN WHOM YOU GAVE TO ME WHO DECEIVED ME." THEN HE TURNED TOWARDS ME AND TOLD ME, "WHAT HAVE YOU DONE?" [44]23.5 AND I REMEMBERED THE SERPENT'S WORD AND I SAID, "IT IS THE SERPENT WHO DECEIVED ME!" 
JUDGMENT ON ADAM, EVE & LUCIFER
[44]24.1 GOD REPLIED TO ADAM AND TOLD HIM, "BECAUSE YOU HEARKENED TO YOUR WIFE AND DISOBEY MY COMMANDMENT, LET THE EARTH BE CURSED IN YOUR [SEXUAL] DEEDS. [44]24.2 MAY YOU WORK IT AND IT WILL GIVE YOU NO FRUIT; IT WILL SPROUT ONLY THORNS AND THISTLES FOR YOU. BY THE SWEAT OF YOUR BROW YOU SHALL EAT BREAD. [44]24.3 MAY YOU BE WITH MANY SIGHS, LABOR IN LABORS AND YOU SHALL HAVE (NO) REST. YOU SHALL HUNGER AND YOU SHALL (NOT) BE SATED. YOU SHALL BE AFFECTED BY BITTERNESS AND YOU SHALL (NOT) TASTE SWEETNESS; YOU SHALL BE TORMENTED BY HEAT AND WILL UNDERGO COLD; YOU (PL.) SHALL BE PAUPERIZED AND YOU SHALL (NOT) BE ENRICHED; YOU SHALL EAT AND SHALL (NOT) GROW FAT; YOU SHALL WARM YOURSELVES WITH FIRE, AND YOU SHALL NOT BE HEATED. YOU WILL (TO SOAK) YOURSELVES WITH WATER AND IT WILL DRAW BACK. [44]24.4 AND THE BEASTS OVER WHOM YOU (SING) RULED SHALL RISE UP AGAINST YOU. YOU SHALL BE WEAKENED BECAUSE YOU HAVE NOT KEPT MY COMMANDMENTS." [44]25.1 GOD TURNED TO ME AND TOLD ME, "WHY DID YOU HEARKEN TO THE SERPENT AND ABANDON MY COMMANDMENTS WITH WHICH I COMMANDED TO YOU? (MAY YOU) BE IN TOILS AND PAINS; [44]25.2 (MAY YOU) GIVE BIRTH TO MANY FRUITS AND WHEN YOU GIVE BIRTH TO THEM YOU WILL DESPAIR OF YOUR LIFE BECAUSE OF THE TORMENTS AND PAINS. [44]25.3 (YOU SHALL PROMISE YOURSELF) THAT IF YOU ARE EVER DELIVERED FROM THE AGONIES, YOU WILL NEVER GO BACK TO (YOUR HUSBAND) AND YOU WILL HARDEN YOUR HEART IN VIEW OF THE GREAT COMBAT WHICH THE SERPENT INSTITUTED WITH YOU. [44]25.4 (BUT MAY YOU) RETURN AT ONCE TO THE SAME POINT, MAY YOU BEAR YOUR OFFSPRING IN HURT AND RETURN IN PITY TO YOUR HUSBAND, AND HE WILL RULE OVER YOU." [44]26.1 WHEN HE HAD SAID ALL THIS TO ME, HE BECAME VERY ANGRY WITH THE SERPENT, AND HE TOLD IT, "YOU, TOO, PERISH AND BE CURSED AMONG ALL THE (DUMB) ANIMALS. [44]26.2 MAY YOU BE WITHHELD FROM YOU, FOOD WHICH YOU USED TO EAT AND MAY THE SOIL BE TO YOU AS FOOD ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE; YOU SHALL GO ON YOUR BREAST AND ON YOUR STOMACH; YOUR HANDS AND YOUR FEET WILL BE TAKEN FROM YOU. [44]26.3 MAY YOU HAVE NEITHER EARS NOR NAILS AND MAY NOT EVEN ONE LIMB REMAIN FOR YOU. LET THE PRECIOUS CROSS WHICH MY SON WILL TAKE UPON THE EARTH CONDEMN YOU BECAUSE OF THE DECEIT BY WHICH YOU DECEIVED ADAM. BUT MAY YOU AGAIN BE CRUSHED AND BROKEN BECAUSE OF THE EVIL OF YOUR HEART. [44]26.4 AND I WILL SET ENMITY BETWEEN YOU AND THE OFFSPRING OF THE WOMAN: SHE WILL LAY IN WAIT FOR YOUR HEAD AND YOU WILL LAY IN WAIT FOR HER HEEL UNTIL THE DAY OF JUDGMENT." 
ADAM’S PLEA FOR MERCY
[44]27.1 THUS GOD SAID, AND HE COMMANDED BOTH OF US TO BE EXPELLED FROM PARADISE. [44]27.2 ADAM BESOUGHT THE ANGELS AND TOLD THEM, "WAIT FOR ME TO BESEECH THE LORD; WHO KNOWS, PERHAPS THE LORD WILL GRANT ME A PENITENCE FOR THAT WHICH I HAVE DONE AND I WILL NOT GO OUT OF PARADISE." [44]27.3 THEN THE ANGELS WAITED FOR US TO ASK. ADAM BESOUGHT THE LORD AND SAID, "I BESEECH YOU, LORD, PARDON ME FOR WHAT I HAVE DONE." [44]27.4 THEN THE LORD TOLD THE ANGELS, "WHY HAVE YOU BEEN WAITING (BEFORE) SEPARATING ADAM FROM PARADISE? IS THE BLAME MINE (AM I TO BLAME) OR HAVE I NOT JUDGED JUSTLY?" [44]27.5 THEN THE ANGELS FELL TO THE GROUND AND TOLD HIM, BOWING BEFORE THE LORD, "YOU ARE JUST, LORD, AND YOU SENTENCE IS UPRIGHT." [44]28.1 THE LORD TURNED AND TOLD ADAM, "YOU ARE NOT TO REMAIN IN PARADISE." [44]28.2 ADAM REPLIED TO THE LORD AND TOLD HIM, "I BESEECH YOU, LORD, GIVE ME OF THE TREE OF LIFE SO THAT I MAY EAT BEFORE I HAVE GONE FORTH." [44]28.3 THEN THE LORD ADDRESSED A SPEECH TO ADAM AND TOLD HIM, "YOU WILL NOT TAKE ANY OF IT ANYMORE IN YOUR LIFETIME. I HAVE POSTED BURNING CHERUBS AND A TURNING SWORD TO KEEP IT FROM YOU, LEST YOU SHOULD TASTE IT AND BECOME IMMORTAL AND BOAST SAYING, 'I SHALL NOT DIE EVER'; AND YOU WILL [SEXLESSLY] CONDUCT THE FIGHT WHICH THE ENEMY HAS [SEXUALLY] CONDUCTED AGAINST YOU. [44]28.4 IF YOU GO OUT OF PARADISE AND GUARD YOURSELF FROM EVERY EVIL, YOU WILL DIE AND AFTER DEATH YOU WILL ARISE IN THE FUTURE RESURRECTION. THEN, INDEED, I WILL GIVE YOU OF THE TREE OF LIFE AND YOU WILL BE IMMORTAL FOR EVER." 
THE EXPULSION FROM PARADISE
[44]29.1 WHEN THE LORD HAD SAID THAT HE COMMANDED US TO BE CHASED OUT OF PARADISE. [44]29.2 AND YOUR FATHER WEPT BEFORE THE ANGELS, BUT THEY TOLD HIM, "WHAT IS THIS OR WHAT SHALL WE DO FOR YOU?" [44]29.3 THEN YOUR FATHER REPLIED TO THEM AND TOLD THEM, "BEHOLD, I AM GOING OUT. NOW I BESEECH YOU THAT AT THE VERY MOMENT OF MY LEAVING PARADISE I MAY TAKE INCENSE FROM PARADISE SO THAT, WHEN I GO OUT, I MAY OFFER A SWEET ODERED INCENSE-FRAGRANCE AND GOD WILL BE WILLING TO HEARKEN TO ME." [44]29.6 AND THE ANGELS LET HIM AND HE TOOK FOUR SWEET ODERED INCENSES-FRAGRANCES: NARD, SAFFRON, REED, CINNAMON; THAT IS WHAT ADAM BROUGHT FROM PARADISE ONTO THE EARTH. 
THE DEATH OF ADAM
[44]30.1 NOW, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN I HAVE TAUGHT YOU THE WHOLE WAY IN WHICH WE WERE TRICKED AND I BESEECH YOU TO WATCH YOURSELVES AND NOT TO STOP DOING GOOD.' [45]31.1 THAT, THEN, IS WHAT EVE SAID IN THE MIDST OF HER CHILDREN WHEN ADAM WAS LYING ILL. AND ON THE SECOND DAY HIS SOUL WAS ABOUT TO GO OUT OF HIS BODY. EVE TOLD ADAM, 31.2 "WHY ARE YOU ALONE DYING AND I AM ALIVE? OR, HOW LONG SHALL I EXIST? OR, WHAT WILL BECOME OF ME AFTER YOUR DEATH? LET ME KNOW ABOUT ME THAT." [45]31.3 THEN ADAM TOLD EVE, "BE NOT CONCERNED, WHATEVER YOU HAVE DONE. IF WE MUST BOTH DIE, YOU TOO WILL BE SET NEAR ME. AND IF I AM TO DIE ALONE, DO NOT MOVE ME FROM MY PLACE UNTIL GOD GIVES YOU A COMMAND ABOUT ME, [45]31.4 FOR THE LORD WILL NOT FORGET ME, BUT RATHER HE WILL SEEK OUT THE VESSEL WHICH HE HAS MADE. ARISE AND PRAY A PRAYER TO GOD THAT MY SOUL BE COMMENDED INTO THE HANDS OF MY [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. FOR I DO NOT KNOW HOW I AM GOING TO REACH THE [TRUE] CREATOR OF ALL [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], OR WHETHER HE IS ANGRY WITH ME OR WHETHER HE WILL ACCEPT ME." 
EVE’S CONFESSION
[45]32.1 THEN EVE AROSE AND WENT OUT FROM ADAM ('S PLACE). SHE DID PENITENCE AND SAID, [45]32.2 "I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST YOU, GOD; I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST YOU AND I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE YOU. I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE YOUR ELECT ANGELS. I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE THE CHERUBS. I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE THE ALTAR OF YOUR HOLINESS. I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE THE GENERATIONS OF THE HEAVENS. I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE THE BIRDS OF HEAVENS. I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH. I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST YOU, GOD, BY ALL MY GREED, AMONG ALL YOUR CREATURES. I BESEECH YOU ALL, YOU CREATURES OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, BESEECH THE LORD OF ALL FOR ME." [45]32.3 WHILE EVE WAS ON HER (KNEES) TO PRAY, SUDDENLY MICHAEL CAME, THE ANGEL OF MANKIND, HE STOOD AND RAISED EVE UP, AND TOLD HER, [45]32.4 "ARISE FROM THAT PENITENCE, FOR ADAM YOUR HUSBAND HAS GONE FORTH FROM THE BODY. ARISE AND SEE HIS SOUL, HOW HIS [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HAS ALREADY (GOT) IT."
THE ANGELIC LITURGY
[45]33.1 EVE AROSE AND PUT HER HAND ON HER FACE AND THE ANGEL WENT UP AGAIN, AND HE TOLD EVE, "RAISE YOU EYES AND ABANDON EARTHLY CONCERNS." [45]33.2 AS FOR EVE, WHEN SHE HAD RAISED HER EYES TOWARDS THE HEAVENS, SHE SAW CHARIOTS OF FIRE AND A LIGHT WHICH WENT UP, (BORNE) BY FOUR (WINDS): THEY WERE SO RESPLENDENT THAT NO WORD COULD EXPRESS IT, AND IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO SOUND THEM OUT, NEITHER FROM THE FRONT NOR FROM THE BACK. AND ANGELS WERE PROCEEDING BEFORE THESE CHARIOTS. [45]33.3 AND WHEN THEY HAD ARRIVED (AT THE PLACE) WHERE THE FATHER WAS, THE CHARIOT STOPPED AND THE SERAPHS STOOD BETWEEN HIM AND THE CHARIOT(S). [45]33.4 AND I, EVE, SAW THREE GOLD CENSERS, AND (THREE) CUPS AND THREE ANGELS COME QUICKLY UPON THE ALTAR. THESE ANGELS TOOK A BURNING COAL AND PUT IT IN THE CENSER AND SET THE CENSER UPON (THE ALTAR). AND WHILE THEY BLEW, THE SMOKE WENT UP AND VEILED THE FRIMAMENTS OF THE HEAVENS. [45]33.5 THE ANGELS WERE PRAISING (GOD), THEY WERE BOWING BEFORE HIM, CRYING OUT AND SAYING, "GOD, FORGIVE ADAM FOR HE IS YOUR IMAGE AND THE WORK OF YOUR HANDS: HE IS YOUR CREATURE." [46]34.1 AND I, EVE, SAW TWO GREAT LIGHTS PROSTRATED IN FEAR BEFORE GOD AND I WEPT AND TOLD MY SON SETH, [46]34.2 RISE FROM NEAR YOUR FATHER'S BODY, COME TOWARDS ME AND SEE THAT WHICH YOUR EYES HAVE NOT SEEN, CONCERNING ADAM YOUR FATHER." [46]35.1 THEN SETH AROSE AND WENT CLOSE TO HIS MOTHER EVE AND TOLD HER, "WHY ARE YOU WEEPING? [46]35.2 RAISE YOUR EYES AND SEE THE SEVEN FIRMAMENTS OPEN AND SEE THE LIKENESS OF THE FATHER ADAM, AS HE LIES BEFORE GOD AND ALL THE ANGELS ARE BESEECHING HIM AND SAYING, 'GOD, FORGIVE ADAM, FOR HE IS YOUR IMAGE AND YOUR LIKENESS, BECAUSE IT IS YOU WHO HAVE CREATED HIM.'" [46]35.3 "WHAT IS THIS, THEN, MY SON SETH, [46]35.4 DO THEY DELIVER THE BLOOD OF MY SPOUSE TO THESE INDIANS, FOR THEY WERE BEFORE GOD?" SETH REPLIED TO EVE AND TOLD HER, "NO, MOTHER, DID YOU NOT RECOGNIZE THOSE WHOM YOU CALLED INDIANS IN THESE COLOURS OF BLOOD?" EVE REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM, "I DO NOT KNOW THEM, MY SON." [46]36.1 SETH REPLIED TO HER AND TOLD HER, "THESE ARE THE SUN AND THE MOON: THEY ARE PROSTRATED AND THEY ARE BESEECHING FOR ADAM, MY FATHER." [46]36.2 "WHERE IS THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, FOR IT IS NO MORE WITH IT, OR WHY IS IT DARKENED THUS?" [46]36.3 SETH REPLIED TO HER AND TOLD EVE, "BECAUSE ITS LIGHT HAS BEEN ECLIPSED BEFORE THE GOD OF ALL AND ITS LIGHT HAD BECOME DARKENED BY FEAR OF GOD." 
THE ASSUMPTION OF ADAM TO PARADISE
[47]37.1 AS SETH WAS TELLING THAT TO EVE, AT ONCE A GREAT ANGEL BLEW THE TRUMPET AND ALL THE ANGELS WHO WERE PROSTRATED ON THEIR FACES STOOD UP AGAIN. THEY BESOUGHT ADAM AND CRIED OUT IN A LOUD VOICE, AND SAID, [47]37.2 "BLESSED IS GOD, BY ALL BLESSING. YOU PARDONED THE PROTOPLAST." [47]37.3 AND WHEN THE ANGELS HAD SAID THESE [SEXLESS] WORDS, ONE OF THE SIX-WINGED SERAPHS WAS SENT TOWARDS HIM (ADAM). HE TOOK ADAM TO THE LAKE OF (A)CHERON, [47]37.4 AND HE DIPPED HIM IN IT THREE TIMES. THEN HE LED HIM BACK BEFORE GOD AND (ADAM) REMAINED (PROSTRATE) ON HIS FACE FOR THREE HOURS. AND AFTER THAT, GOD STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND FROM HIS THRONE, RAISED ADAM UP AND GAVE HIM TO MICHAEL, AND HE TOLD HIM, [47]37.5 "TAKE HIM TO THE THIRD HEAVEN, TO PARADISE, AND SET HIM BEFORE THE ALTAR UNTIL THE DAY OF THE "OIKONOMIA" WHICH I CONTEMPLATE CONCERNING ALL THE FLESHLY (BEINGS) WITH MY WELL-BELOVED SON." [47]37.6 THEN MICHAEL TOOK ADAM TO THE PLACE WHICH GOD HAD COMMANDED AND ALL THE ANGELS WERE CHANTING ANGELIC PSALMS. THEY WERE PRAISING THIS WONDER: THE FORGIVENESS OF ADAM AND THE PROMISE OF A FUTURE (LIFE).
ADAM AND ABEL’S FUNERARY RITES
[47]38.1 AFTER WHICH MICHAEL CRIED OUT TOWARDS GOD, [47]38.2 AND GOD COMMANDED THAT THE TRUMPET BE SOUNDED AND THAT ALL THE ANGELS ASSEMBLE BEFORE GOD, EACH ONE IN HIS RANK: THOSE WHO HELD A CENSER; THOSE WHO HELD A PSALTERY; AND THOSE WHO SOUNDED THE TRUMPET. [47]38.3 AND BEHOLD, THE LORD OF SABAOTH ROSE UPON THE WINDS OF THE CHERUBS, AND [47]37.1 MISSING RECORD. [47]38.4 AND (GOD) FIRST REACHED HIS PARADISE, AND THE FLOWERS OF PARADISE, WITH THEIR SWEET ODORS, WERE MOVED AT THE SWEET ODOR OF THE GLORIOUS GOD. ALL THE CHILDREN OF ADAM WERE BREATHLESS, EXCEPT ONLY FOR SETH, FOR HE WAS SON OF THE GREATNESS OF GOD. [47]39.1 AND WHEN THE LORD HAD COME TO THE BODY OF ADAM WHICH HAD FALLEN IN (THE EARTH), THE LORD WAS SORROWFUL FOR HIM AND TOLD HIM IN A SAD VOICE, "IF YOU HAD KEPT MY COMMANDMENTS, YOU WOULD NOT HAVE FALLEN IN THAT PLACE AND YOUR ENEMY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO SEE THAT HE HAD CAUSED YOU TO BE EXPELLED IN THAT PLACE. [47]39.2 BUT I WILL CHANGE HIS JOY INTO SORROW AND I WILL LEAD YOU BACK TOWARDS THIS REALM AND I WILL SET YOU UPON YOUR ENEMY'S THRONE, WHERE HE WAS SEATED, CLOSE (BY THE PLACE) WHERE HIS REBELLION WAS DISCOVERED. [47]39.3 HE WILL FALL IN THE PLACE (WHERE) YOU (ARE) AND HE WILL SEE YOU IN THAT (OTHER) PLACE SITTING UPON A THRONE." [48]40.1 AND AFTER THAT, GOD GAVE A COMMAND TO MICHAEL [48]40.2 WHO TOOK (ADAM) BACK TO PARADISE, WHICH IS IN THE THIRD HEAVEN. THEY SEIZED THREE FOLDED SHROUDS OF (CLOTH) AND GOD TOLD MICHAEL AND GABRIEL, "UNFOLD THESE SHROUDS AND ENVELOP ADAM'S BODY AND TAKE THE OINTMENT FROM THE OLIVE TREE AND POUR IT UPON HIM." AND THREE ANGELS DRESSED HIM (IN IT) AND WHEN THEY HAD DRESSED ADAM'S BODY (IN IT), [48]40.3 GOD TOLD THEM, "TAKE ABEL'S BODY AS WELL, SEIZE OTHER SHROUDS AND DRESS HIM IN THEM ALSO [48]40.4 FOR HE HAD REMAINED LYING NAKED SINCE THE DAY WHEN WICKED CAIN KILLED HIM. AND HE WISHED TO BURY HIM IN THE EARTH AND HE WAS UNABLE (TO DO SO), BECAUSE HIS BODY CAME BACK OUT OF THE EARTH. FOR A VOICE MADE ITSELF HEARD FROM HEAVEN AND SAID TO HIM, [48]40.5A "HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO BE BURIED IN THE EARTH BEFORE HE WHO WAS CREATED FIRST HAS RETURNED TO THE EARTH FROM WHICH HE WAS CREATED." [48]40.5B THEN HE TOOK IT TO A ROCK AND IT REMAINED SPREAD OUT THERE UNTIL THE DEATH OF ADAM. THUS (THE ANGELS) TOOK HIM AND DRESSED HIM LIKE HIS FATHER. [48]40.6 GOD COMMANDED THAT BOTH OF THEM SHOULD BE TAKEN UP TO PARADISE, ON THE EASTERN PART, IN THE PLACE FROM WHICH GOD HAD TAKEN SOME SOIL AND CREATED ADAM. AND GOD COMMANDED MICHAEL TO DIG. [48]40.7 AND GOD SENT SEVEN ANGELS TO PARADISE: THEY GATHERED MUCH INCENSE FROM PARADISE AND THEY BROUGHT THEM TO THEM. THEN THEY TOOK BOTH BODIES, PUT THEM INTO THE GRAVE AND COVERED THEM (WITH EARTH). [48]41.1 THEN GOD TURNED AND CALLED ADAM. ADAM'S BODY ANSWERED HIM FROM THE SOIL AND SAID, "HERE I AM, (LORD)." [48]41.2 AND THE LORD TOLD HIM, "BEHOLD, AS I TOLD YOU, YOU ARE SOIL AND YOU HAVE RETURNED TO THE SOIL, [48]41.3 BUT I WILL RAISE YOU UP IN THE RESURRECTION WHICH I HAVE PROMISED YOU, AT THE TIME OF RESURRECTION. [48]42.1 THEN, AFTER THAT, GOD TOOK THE TRIANGULAR SEAL AND SEALED THE TOMB OF ADAM AND HE SAID, "LET NO PERSON TOUCH IT DURING THESE SIX DAYS, UNTIL YOUR RIB RETURNS TO YOU. [48]42.2 THEN GOD REASCENDED TO THE UPPER HEAVEN AND EACH OF THE ANGELS TO HIS OFFICE. 
EVE’S PRAYER TO JOIN ADAM
[48]42.3 BUT EVE GREW NUMB WHEN SHE SAW ALL THAT. EVE WEPT AND WISHED TO SEE WHERE THEY HAD PUT ADAM, FOR SHE DID NOT KNOW. WHEN THE LORD HAD DESCENDED UPON THE EARTH, THE SWEET ODOR OF ALL THE TREES OF PARADISE DID NOT (...) BECAUSE OF HIS SWEET ODOR ALL HAD GROWN NUMB. UNTIL THE WRAPPING AND THE BURIAL OF ADAM, NOBODY UNDERSTOOD ANYTHING EXCEPT SETH. [48]42.4 THEN EVE BEGGED (AND) WEPT SO THAT (GOD) MIGHT LEAD HER OFF, SHOW HER THE PLACE WHERE THEY HAD PUT ADAM. AND WHEN SHE HAD COMPLETED HER PRAYER, SHE SAID, [48]42.5 "LORD, DO NOT ALIENATE ME FROM ADAM'S PLACE, [48]42.6 BUT COMMAND ME, ME ALSO, (TO BE) WITH HIM, [48]42.7 AS WE BOTH WERE IN PARADISE, INSEPARABLE FROM ONE ANOTHER. [48]42.8 DO NOT SEPARATE US IN OUR DEATH, BUT PLACE ME WHERE YOU HAVE PLACED HIM." AND AFTER THIS PRAYER SHE GAVE UP HER SOUL.
EVE’S FUNERAL & EPILOGUE
[51]43.1 AND THE ANGEL MICHAEL CAME AND TAUGHT SETH HOW TO DRESS EVE. THREE ANGELS CAME AND TOOK EVE'S BODY AND PLACED IT WHERE THEY HAD PLACED ADAM'S BODY. [51]43.2 AND AFTER THAT, THE ANGEL MICHAEL TOLD HIM, "THUS DRESS EVERY DEAD PERSON WHO DIES, UNTIL THE DEATH OF ALL HUMAN BEINGS." [51]43.3 WHEN HE HAD TAUGHT SETH ALL THAT, HE ASCENDED TO THE UPPERMOST HEAVEN, FAR FROM SETH, AND HE TOLD HIM, "DO NOT MOURN FOR THE DEAD MORE THAN FIVE DAYS AND ON THE SEVENTH DAY REJOICE, FOR ON THAT DAY GOD RESTED FROM ALL HIS (WORKS) WHICH THE LORD HAD MADE." [51]43.4 TO HIM IS GLORY AND HONOR AND ADORATION, WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, NOW AND FOR EVER AND FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
THE BOOK OF 2ND ENOCH KNOWN AS THE SECRETS OF ENOCH
CHAPTER 1
ENOCH’S ENCOUNTER WITH THE TWO ANGELS OF GOD: 1 THERE WAS A WISE MAN, A GREAT ARTIFICER [CRAFTSMAN], AND THE LORD CONCEIVED [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR HIM AND RECEIVED HIM, THAT HE SHOULD BEHOLD THE UPPERMOST DWELLINGS AND BE AN EYE-WITNESS OF THE WISE AND GREAT AND INCONCEIVABLE AND IMMUTABLE REALM OF GOD ALMIGHTY [JEHOVAH], OF THE VERY WONDERFUL AND GLORIOUS AND BRIGHT AND MANY-EYED STATION OF THE LORD’S SERVANTS, AND OF THE INACCESSIBLE THRONE OF THE LORD, AND OF THE DEGREES AND MANIFESTATIONS OF THE INCORPOREAL HOSTS, AND OF THE INEFFABLE MINISTRATION OF THE MULTITUDE OF THE ELEMENTS, AND OF THE VARIOUS APPARITION AND INEXPRESSIBLE SINGING OF THE HOST OF CHERUBIM, AND OF THE BOUNDLESS LIGHT. 2 AT THAT TIME, HE SAID, WHEN MY ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIFTH YEAR WAS COMPLETED, I BEGAT MY SON MATHUSAL. 3 AFTER THIS TOO I LIVED TWO HUNDRED YEARS AND COMPLETED OF ALL THE YEARS OF MY LIFE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE YEARS. 4 ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH I WAS IN MY HOUSE ALONE AND WAS RESTING ON MY BED AND SLEPT. 5 AND WHEN I WAS ASLEEP, GREAT DISTRESS CAME UP INTO MY HEART, AND I WAS WEEPING WITH MY EYES IN SLEEP, AND I COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT THIS DISTRESS WAS, OR WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO ME. 6 AND THERE APPEARED TO ME, TWO MEN, EXCEEDING BIG, SO THAT I NEVER SAW SUCH ON EARTH, THEIR FACES WERE SHINING LIKE THE SUN, THEIR EYES TOO WERE LIKE A BURNING LIGHT, AND FROM THEIR LIPS WAS FIRE COMING FORTH WITH CLOTHING AND SINGING OF VARIOUS KINDS IN APPEARANCE PURPLE, THEIR WINGS WERE BRIGHTER THAN GOLD, THEIR HANDS WHITER THAN SNOW. 7 THEY WERE STANDING AT THE HEAD OF MY BED AND BEGAN TO CALL ME BY MY NAME. 8 AND I AROSE FROM MY SLEEP AND SAW CLEARLY THOSE TWO MEN STANDING IN FRONT OF ME. 9 AND I SALUTED THEM AND WAS SEIZED WITH FEAR & THE APPEARANCE OF MY FACE WAS CHANGED FROM TERROR, AND THOSE MEN SAID TO ME: 10 HAVE COURAGE, ENOCH, DO NOT FEAR, THE ETERNAL GOD SENT US TO YOU, & LO! YOU SHALT TODAY ASCEND WITH US INTO HEAVEN, & YOU SHALL TELL YOUR SONS & ALL YOUR HOUSEHOLD ALL THAT THEY SHALL DO WITHOUT YOU ON EARTH IN YOUR HOUSE, & LET NO ONE SEEK YOU TILL THE LORD RETURN YOU TO THEM. 11 AND I MADE HASTE TO OBEY THEM & WENT OUT FROM MY HOUSE, & MADE TO THE DOORS, AS IT WAS ORDERED ME, & SUMMONED MY SONS MATHUSAL & REGIM & GAIDAD & MADE KNOWN TO THEM ALL THE MARVELS THOSE MEN HAD TOLD ME.
CHAPTER 2
THE INSTRUCTION OF ENOCH TO HIS SONS: 1 LISTEN TO ME, MY CHILDREN, I KNOW NOT WHITHER I GO, OR WHAT WILL BEFALL ME, NOW THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, I TELL YOU: TURN NOT FROM GOD BEFORE THE FACE OF THE VAIN, WHO MADE NOT HEAVEN AND EARTH, FOR THESE SHALL PERISH AND THOSE WHO WORSHIP THEM, AND MAY THE LORD MAKE CONFIDENT YOUR HEARTS IN THE FEAR OF HIM. AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, LET NO ONE [SEXUALLY] THINK TO SEEK ME, UNTIL THE LORD RETURN ME TO YOU.
CHAPTER 3
OF ENOCH'S ASSUMPTION, HOW THE ANGELS TOOK HIM INTO THE 1ST HEAVEN: 1 IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN ENOCH HAD TOLD HIS SONS, THAT THE ANGELS TOOK HIM ON TO THEIR WINGS & BORE HIM UP ON TO THE 1ST HEAVEN & PLACED HIM ON THE CLOUDS…THERE I LOOKED, & AGAIN I LOOKED HIGHER & SAW THE ETHER & THEY PLACED ME ON THE 1ST HEAVEN & SHOWED ME A VERY GREAT SEA, GREATER THAN THE EARTHLY SEA. 
CHAPTER 4
OF THE ANGELS RULING THE STARS: 1 THEY BROUGHT BEFORE MY FACE THE ELDERS AND RULERS OF THE STELLAR ORDERS, AND SHOWED ME TWO HUNDRED ANGELS, WHO RULE THE STARS AND THEIR SERVICES TO THE HEAVENS, AND FLY WITH THEIR WINGS AND COME [A] ROUND ALL THOSE WHO SAIL. 
CHAPTER 5
OF HOW THE ANGELS KEEP THE STORE-HOUSES OF THE SNOW: 1 AND HERE I LOOKED DOWN AND SAW THE TREASURE-HOUSES OF THE SNOW, AND THE ANGELS WHO KEEP THEIR TERRIBLE STORE-HOUSES, AND THE CLOUDS WHENCE THEY COME OUT AND INTO WHICH THEY GO.
CHAPTER 6
OF THE DEW & OF THE OLIVE-OIL, & VARIOUS FLOWERS: 1 THEY SHOWED ME THE TREASURE-HOUSE OF THE DEW, LIKE OIL OF THE OLIVE, & THE APPEARANCE OF ITS FORM, AS OF ALL THE FLOWERS OF THE EARTH…MANY ANGELS GUARDING THE TREASURE-HOUSES OF THESE THINGS & HOW THEY ARE MADE TO SHUT & OPEN. 
CHAPTER 7
OF HOW ENOCH WAS TAKEN ON TO THE SECOND HEAVEN: 1 AND THOSE MEN TOOK ME AND LED ME UP ON TO THE SECOND HEAVEN, AND SHOWED ME DARKNESS, GREATER THAN EARTHLY DARKNESS, AND THERE I SAW PRISONERS HANGING, WATCHED, AWAITING THE GREAT AND BOUNDLESS JUDGMENT, AND THESE ANGELS WERE DARK-LOOKING, MORE THAN EARTHLY DARKNESS, AND INCESSANTLY MAKING WEEPING THROUGH ALL HOURS. 2 AND I SAID TO THE MEN WHO WERE WITH ME: WHEREFORE ARE THESE INCESSANTLY TORTURED? THEY ANSWERED ME: THESE ARE GOD’S [SEXUAL] APOSTATES, WHO OBEYED NOT GOD’S [SEXLESS] COMMANDS, BUT TOOK [SEXUAL] COUNSEL WITH THEIR OWN WILL, AND TURNED AWAY WITH THEIR PRINCE [MAJOR], WHO ALSO IS FASTENED ON THE FIFTH HEAVEN. 3 AND I FELT GREAT PITY FOR THEM, AND THEY SALUTED ME, AND SAID TO ME: MAN OF GOD, PRAY FOR US TO THE LORD, AND I ANSWERED TO THEM: WHO AM I, A MORTAL MAN, THAT I SHOULD PRAY FOR ANGELS? WHO KNOWS WHITHER I GO, OR WHAT WILL BEFALL ME? OR WHO WILL PRAY FOR ME?
CHAPTER 8
OF THE ASSUMPTION OF ENOCH TO THE THIRD HEAVEN: 1 AND THOSE MEN TOOK ME THENCE, AND LED ME UP ON TO THE THIRD HEAVEN, AND PLACED ME THERE, AND I LOOKED DOWNWARDS, AND SAW THE PRODUCE OF THESE PLACES, SUCH AS HAS NEVER BEEN KNOWN FOR GOODNESS. 2 AND I SAW ALL THE SWEET-FLOWERING TREES AND BEHELD THEIR FRUITS, WHICH WERE SWEET-SMELLING, AND ALL THE FOODS BORNE BY THEM BUBBLING WITH FRAGRANT EXHALATION. 3 AND IN THE MIDST OF THE TREES THAT OF LIFE, IN THAT PLACE WHEREON THE LORD RESTS, WHEN HE GOES UP INTO PARADISE, AND THIS TREE IS OF INEFFABLE GOODNESS AND FRAGRANCE, AND ADORNED MORE THAN EVERY EXISTING THING, AND ON ALL SIDES, IT IS IN FORM GOLD-LOOKING AND VERMILION AND FIRE-LIKE AND COVERS ALL, AND IT, HAS PRODUCE, FROM ALL FRUITS. 4 ITS ROOT IS IN THE GARDEN AT THE EARTH’S END. 5 AND PARADISE IS BETWEEN [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIBILITY AND [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY. 6 AND TWO SPRINGS COME OUT WHICH SEND FORTH HONEY AND MILK, AND THEIR SPRINGS SEND FORTH OIL AND WINE, AND THEY SEPARATE INTO FOUR PARTS, AND GO [A] ROUND WITH QUIET COURSE, AND GO DOWN INTO THE PARADISE OF EDEN, BETWEEN [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIBILITY AND [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY. 7 AND THENCE THEY GO FORTH ALONG THE EARTH, AND HAVE A REVOLUTION TO THEIR CIRCLE EVEN AS OTHER ELEMENTS. 8 AND HERE THERE IS NO UNFRUITFUL TREE, AND EVERY PLACE IS BLESSED. 9 AND THERE ARE THREE HUNDRED ANGELS VERY BRIGHT, WHO KEEP THE GARDEN, AND WITH INCESSANT SWEET SINGING AND NEVER-SILENT VOICES SERVE THE LORD THROUGHOUT ALL DAYS AND HOURS. 10 AND I SAID: HOW VERY SWEET IS THIS PLACE, AND THOSE MEN SAID TO ME:
CHAPTER 9
THE SHOWING TO ENOCH OF THE PLACE OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND COMPASSIONATE: 1 THIS PLACE, O ENOCH, IS PREPARED FOR THE RIGHTEOUS, WHO ENDURE ALL MANNER OF [SEXUAL] OFFENCE FROM THOSE THAT EXASPERATE THEIR SOULS, WHO AVERT THEIR EYES FROM [SEXUAL] INIQUITY, AND MAKE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT, AND GIVE BREAD TO THE HUNGERING, AND COVER THE NAKED WITH CLOTHING, AND RAISE UP THE FALLEN, AND HELP INJURED ORPHANS, AND WHO WALK WITHOUT FAULT BEFORE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF THE LORD, AND SERVE HIM ALONE, AND FOR THEM IS PREPARED THIS PLACE FOR ETERNAL INHERITANCE.
CHAPTER 10
HERE THEY SHOWED ENOCH THE TERRIBLE PLACE AND VARIOUS TORTURES: 1 AND THOSE TWO MEN LED ME UP ON TO THE NORTHERN SIDE, AND SHOWED ME THERE A VERY TERRIBLE PLACE, AND THERE WERE ALL MANNER OF TORTURES IN THAT PLACE: CRUEL DARKNESS AND UNILLUMINED GLOOM, AND THERE IS NO LIGHT THERE, BUT MURKY FIRE CONSTANTLY FLAMING ALOFT, AND THERE IS A FIERY RIVER COMING FORTH, AND THAT WHOLE PLACE IS EVERYWHERE FIRE, AND EVERYWHERE THERE IS FROST AND ICE, THIRST AND SHIVERING, WHILE THE BONDS ARE VERY CRUEL, AND THE ANGELS FEARFUL AND MERCILESS, BEARING ANGRY WEAPONS, MERCILESS TORTURE, AND I SAID: 2 WOE, WOE, HOW VERY TERRIBLE IS THIS PLACE. 3 AND THOSE MEN SAID TO ME: THIS PLACE, O ENOCH, IS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO DISHONOR GOD, WHO ON EARTH PRACTICE [SEXUAL] SIN [SEX] AGAINST [DIVINE] NATURE, WHICH IS CHILD-[SEXUAL] CORRUPTION [CHILD PORNOGRAPHY IN ACTS 7:42-43] AFTER THE SODOMITIC FASHION, MAGIC-MAKING, ENCHANTMENTS AND DEVILISH WITCHCRAFTS, AND WHO BOAST OF THEIR [SEXUALLY] WICKED [SEXUAL] DEEDS, STEALING, LIES, CALUMNIES [SLANDERS], ENVY, RANCOR, FORNICATION, MURDER, AND WHO, ACCURSED, STEAL THE SOULS OF MEN, WHO, SEEING THE POOR TAKE AWAY THEIR GOODS AND THEMSELVES WAX RICH, INJURING THEM FOR OTHER MEN’S GOODS, WHO BEING ABLE TO SATISFY THE EMPTY, MADE THE HUNGERING TO DIE, BEING ABLE TO CLOTHE, STRIPPED THE NAKED, AND WHO KNEW NOT THEIR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND BOWED TO THE SOULLESS AND LIFELESS GODS, WHO CANNOT SEE NOR HEAR, VAIN GODS, WHO ALSO BUILT HEWN [SEXUAL] IMAGES AND BOW DOWN TO UNCLEAN HANDIWORK, FOR ALL THESE IS PREPARED THIS PLACE AMONG THESE, FOR ETERNAL INHERITANCE.
CHAPTER 11
HERE THEY TOOK ENOCH UP ON TO THE FOURTH HEAVEN WHERE IS THE COURSE OF SUN AND MOON: 1 THOSE MEN TOOK ME, AND LED ME UP ON TO THE FOURTH HEAVEN, AND SHOWED ME ALL THE SUCCESSIVE GOINGS, AND ALL THE RAYS OF THE LIGHT OF SUN AND MOON. 2 AND I MEASURE THEIR GOINGS, AND COMPARED THEIR LIGHT, AND SAW THAT THE SUN’S LIGHT IS GREATER THAN THE MOON’S. 3 ITS CIRCLE AND THE WHEELS ON WHICH IT GOES ALWAYS, LIKE THE WIND GOING PAST WITH VERY MARVELOUS SPEED, AND DAY AND NIGHT IT HAS NO REST. 4 ITS PASSAGE AND RETURN ARE ACCOMPANIED BY FOUR GREAT STARS, AND EACH STAR HAS UNDER IT A THOUSAND STARS, TO THE RIGHT OF THE SUN’S WHEEL, AND BY FOUR TO THE LEFT, EACH HAVING UNDER IT A THOUSAND STARS, ALTOGETHER EIGHT THOUSAND, ISSUING WITH THE SUN CONTINUALLY. 5 AND BY DAY FIFTEEN MYRIADS OF ANGELS ATTEND IT, AND BY NIGHT A THOUSAND. 6 AND SIX-WINGED ONES, ISSUE WITH THE ANGELS BEFORE THE SUN’S WHEEL INTO THE FIERY FLAMES, AND A HUNDRED ANGELS KINDLE THE SUN AND SET IT ALIGHT.
CHAPTER 12
OF THE VERY MARVELOUS ELEMENTS OF THE SUN: 1 AND I LOOKED AND SAW OTHER FLYING ELEMENTS OF THE SUN, WHOSE NAMES ARE PHOENIXES AND CHALKYDRI, MARVELOUS AND WONDERFUL, WITH FEET AND TAILS IN THE FORM OF A LION, AND A CROCODILE’S HEAD, THEIR APPEARANCE IS EMPURPLED, LIKE THE RAINBOW, THEIR SIZE IS NINE HUNDRED MEASURES, THEIR WINGS ARE LIKE THOSE OF ANGELS, EACH HAS TWELVE, AND THEY ATTEND AND ACCOMPANY THE SUN, BEARING HEAT AND DEW, AS IT IS ORDERED THEM FROM GOD. 2 THUS THE SUN REVOLVES AND GOES, AND RISES UNDER THE HEAVEN, AND ITS COURSE GOES UNDER THE EARTH WITH THE LIGHT OF ITS RAYS INCESSANTLY.
CHAPTER 13
THE ANGELS TOOK ENOCH AND PLACED HIM IN THE EAST AT THE SUN’S GATES: 1 THOSE MEN BORE ME AWAY TO THE EAST, AND PLACED ME AT THE SUN’S GATES, WHERE THE SUN GOES FORTH ACCORDING TO THE REGULATION OF THE SEASONS AND THE CIRCUIT OF THE MONTHS OF THE WHOLE YEAR, AND THE NUMBER OF THE HOURS, DAY AND NIGHT. 2 AND I SAW SIX GATES OPEN, EACH GATE HAVING SIXTY-ONE STADIA AND A QUARTER OF ONE STADIUM, AND I MEASURED THEM TRULY, AND UNDERSTOOD THEIR SIZE TO BE SO MUCH, THROUGH WHICH THE SUN GOES FORTH, AND GOES TO THE WEST, AND IS MADE EVEN, AND RISES THROUGHOUT ALL THE MONTHS, & TURNS BACK AGAIN FROM THE SIX GATES ACCORDING TO THE SUCCESSION OF THE SEASONS, THUS THE PERIOD OF THE WHOLE YEAR IS FINISHED AFTER THE RETURNS OF THE FOUR SEASONS. 
CHAPTER 14
THEY TOOK ENOCH TO THE WEST: 1 AND AGAIN THOSE MEN LED ME AWAY TO THE WESTERN PARTS, AND SHOWED ME SIX GREAT GATES OPEN CORRESPONDING TO THE EASTERN GATES, OPPOSITE TO WHERE THE SUN SETS, ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THE DAYS THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE AND A QUARTER. 2 THUS AGAIN IT GOES DOWN TO THE WESTERN GATES, AND DRAWS AWAY ITS LIGHT, THE GREATNESS OF ITS BRIGHTNESS, UNDER THE EARTH, FOR SINCE THE CROWN OF ITS SHINING IS IN HEAVEN WITH THE LORD, AND GUARDED BY FOUR HUNDRED ANGELS, WHILE THE SUN GOES ROUND ON WHEEL UNDER THE EARTH, AND STANDS SEVEN GREAT HOURS IN NIGHT, AND SPENDS HALF ITS COURSE UNDER THE EARTH, WHEN IT COMES TO THE EASTERN APPROACH IN THE EIGHTH HOUR OF THE NIGHT, IT BRINGS ITS LIGHTS, AND THE CROWN OF SHINING, AND THE SUN FLAMES FORTH MORE THAN FIRE. 
CHAPTER 15
THE ELEMENTS OF THE SUN, THE PHOENIXES AND CHALKYDRI BROKE INTO SONG: 1 THEN THE ELEMENTS OF THE SUN, CALLED PHOENIXES AND CHALKYDRI BREAK INTO SONG, THEREFORE EVERY BIRD, FLUTTERS WITH ITS WINGS, REJOICING AT THE GIVER OF LIGHT, AND THEY BROKE INTO SONG AT THE COMMAND OF THE LORD. 2 THE GIVER OF LIGHT COMES TO GIVE BRIGHTNESS TO THE WHOLE WORLD, AND THE MORNING GUARD TAKES SHAPE, WHICH IS THE RAYS OF THE SUN, AND THE SUN OF THE EARTH GOES OUT, AND RECEIVES ITS BRIGHTNESS TO LIGHT UP THE WHOLE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND THEY SHOWED ME THIS CALCULATION OF THE SUN’S GOING. 3 AND THE GATES WHICH IT ENTERS, THESE ARE THE GREAT GATES OF THE CALCULATION OF THE HOURS OF THE YEAR, FOR THIS REASON THE SUN IS A GREAT CREATION, WHOSE CIRCUIT LASTS TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS, AND BEGINS AGAIN FROM THE BEGINNING.
CHAPTER 16
THEY TOOK ENOCH AND AGAIN PLACED HIM IN THE EAST AT THE COURSE OF THE MOON: 1 THOSE MEN SHOWED ME THE OTHER COURSE, THAT OF THE MOON, TWELVE GREAT GATES, CROWNED FROM WEST TO EAST, BY WHICH THE MOON GOES IN AND OUT OF THE CUSTOMARY TIMES. 2 IT GOES IN AT THE FIRST GATE TO THE WESTERN PLACES OF THE SUN, BY THE FIRST GATES WITH THIRTY-ONE DAYS EXACTLY, BY THE SECOND GATES WITH THIRTY-ONE DAYS EXACTLY, BY THE THIRD WITH THIRTY DAYS EXACTLY, BY THE FOURTH WITH THIRTY DAYS EXACTLY, BY THE FIFTH WITH THIRTY-ONE DAYS EXACTLY, BY THE SIXTH WITH THIRTY-ONE DAYS EXACTLY, BY THE SEVENTH WITH THIRTY DAYS EXACTLY, BY THE EIGHTH WITH THIRTY-ONE DAYS PERFECTLY, BY THE NINTH WITH THIRTY-ONE DAYS EXACTLY, BY THE TENTH WITH THIRTY DAYS PERFECTLY, BY THE ELEVENTH WITH THIRTY-ONE DAYS EXACTLY, BY THE TWELFTH WITH TWENTY-EIGHT DAYS EXACTLY. 3 AND IT GOES THROUGH THE WESTERN GATES IN THE ORDER AND NUMBER OF THE EASTERN, AND ACCOMPLISHES THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE AND A QUARTER, DAYS OF THE SOLAR YEAR, WHILE THE LUNAR YEAR HAS THREE HUNDRED FIFTY-FOUR, AND THERE ARE WANTING TO IT TWELVE DAYS OF THE SOLAR CIRCLE, WHICH ARE THE LUNAR EPACTS OF THE WHOLE YEAR. 4 THUS, TOO, THE GREAT CIRCLE CONTAINS FIVE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-TWO YEARS. 5 THE QUARTER OF A DAY IS OMITTED FOR THREE YEARS, THE FOURTH FULFILLS IT EXACTLY. 6 THEREFORE THEY ARE TAKEN OUTSIDE OF HEAVEN FOR THREE YEARS AND ARE NOT ADDED TO THE NUMBER OF DAYS, BECAUSE THEY CHANGE THE TIME OF THE YEARS TO TWO NEW MONTHS TOWARDS COMPLETION, TO TWO OTHERS TOWARDS DIMINUTION. 7 AND WHEN THE WESTERN GATES ARE FINISHED, IT RETURNS AND GOES TO THE EASTERN TO THE LIGHTS, AND GOES THUS DAY AND NIGHT ABOUT THE HEAVENLY CIRCLES, LOWER THAN ALL CIRCLES, SWIFTER THAN THE HEAVENLY WINDS, AND SPIRITS AND ELEMENTS AND ANGELS FLYING; EACH ANGEL HAS SIX WINGS. 8 IT HAS A SEVENFOLD COURSE IN NINETEEN YEARS. 
CHAPTER 17
OF THE SINGINGS OF THE ANGELS, WHICH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DESCRIBE: 1 IN THE MIDST OF THE HEAVENS I SAW ARMED SOLDIERS, SERVING THE LORD, WITH TYMPANA AND ORGANS, WITH INCESSANT VOICE, WITH SWEET VOICE, WITH SWEET AND INCESSANT VOICE AND VARIOUS SINGING, WHICH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DESCRIBE, AND WHICH ASTONISHES EVERY MIND, SO WONDERFUL AND MARVELOUS IS THE SINGING OF THOSE ANGELS, AND I WAS DELIGHTED LISTENING TO IT. 
CHAPTER 18
OF THE TAKING OF ENOCH ON TO THE FIFTH HEAVEN: 1 THE MEN TOOK ME ON TO THE FIFTH HEAVEN AND PLACED ME, AND THERE I SAW MANY AND COUNTLESS SOLDIERS, CALLED GRIGORI, OF HUMAN APPEARANCE, AND THEIR SIZE WAS GREATER THAN THAT OF GREAT GIANTS AND THEIR FACES WITHERED, AND THE SILENCE OF THEIR MOUTHS PERPETUAL, AND THEIR WAS NO SERVICE ON THE FIFTH HEAVEN, AND I SAID TO THE MEN WHO WERE WITH ME: 2 WHEREFORE ARE THESE VERY WITHERED AND THEIR FACES MELANCHOLY, AND THEIR MOUTHS SILENT, AND WHEREFORE IS THERE NO SERVICE ON THIS HEAVEN? 3 AND THEY SAID TO ME: THESE ARE THE GRIGORI, WHO WITH THEIR PRINCE [MAJOR] SATANAIL [LUCIFER] REJECTED THE LORD OF LIGHT, AND AFTER THEM ARE THOSE WHO ARE HELD IN GREAT DARKNESS ON THE SECOND HEAVEN, AND THREE OF THEM WENT DOWN ON TO EARTH FROM THE LORD’S THRONE, TO THE PLACE ERMON, AND BROKE THROUGH THEIR VOWS ON THE SHOULDER OF THE HILL ERMON AND SAW THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN HOW GOOD THEY ARE, AND TOOK TO THEMSELVES WIVES, AND BEFOULED THE EARTH WITH THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS, WHO IN ALL TIMES OF THEIR AGE MADE [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS AND MIXING [MINGLING SEED], AND GIANTS ARE BORN AND MARVELOUS BIG MEN AND GREAT ENMITY. 4 AND THEREFORE GOD JUDGED THEM WITH GREAT JUDGMENT, AND THEY WEEP FOR THEIR BRETHREN AND THEY WILL BE PUNISHED ON THE LORD’S GREAT DAY. 5 AND I SAID TO THE GRIGORI: I SAW YOUR BRETHREN AND THEIR WORKS, AND THEIR GREAT TORMENTS, AND I PRAYED FOR THEM, BUT THE LORD HAS CONDEMNED [DAMNED] THEM TO BE UNDER EARTH TILL THE EXISTING HEAVEN AND EARTH SHALL END FOR EVER. 6 AND I SAID: WHEREFORE DO YOU WAIT, BRETHREN, AND DO NOT SERVE BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE, AND HAVE NOT PUT YOUR SERVICES BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE, LEST YOU ANGER YOUR LORD UTTERLY? 7 AND THEY LISTENED TO MY ADMONITION, AND SPOKE TO THE FOUR RANKS IN HEAVEN, AND LO! AS I STOOD WITH THOSE TWO MEN FOUR TRUMPETS TRUMPETED TOGETHER WITH GREAT VOICE, AND THE GRIGORI BROKE INTO SONG WITH ONE VOICE, AND THEIR VOICE WENT UP BEFORE THE LORD PITIFULLY AND AFFECTINGLY.
CHAPTER 19
OF THE TAKING OF ENOCH TO THE SIXTH HEAVEN: 1 AND THENCE THOSE MEN TOOK ME AND BORE ME UP ON TO THE SIXTH HEAVEN, AND THERE I SAW SEVEN BANDS OF ANGELS, VERY BRIGHT AND VERY GLORIOUS, AND THEIR FACES SHINING MORE THAN THE SUN’S SHINING, GLISTENING, AND THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE IN THEIR FACES, OR BEHAVIOR, OR MANNER OF DRESS, AND THESE MAKE THE ORDERS, AND LEARN THE GOINGS OF THE STARS, AND THE ALTERATION OF THE MOON, OR REVOLUTION OF THE SUN, AND THE GOOD GOVERNMENT OF THE WORLD. 2 AND WHEN THEY SEE EVILDOING, THEY MAKE COMMANDMENTS AND INSTRUCTION, AND SWEET AND LOUD SINGING, AND ALL SONGS OF PRAISE. 3 THESE ARE THE ARCHANGELS (1) WHO ARE ABOVE ANGELS, MEASURE ALL LIFE IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH, AND THE ANGELS WHO ARE APPOINTED OVER SEASONS AND YEARS, THE ANGELS WHO ARE OVER RIVERS AND SEA, AND WHO ARE OVER THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH, AND THE ANGELS WHO ARE OVER EVERY GRASS, GIVING FOOD TO ALL, TO EVERY LIVING THING, AND THE ANGELS WHO WRITE ALL THE SOULS OF MEN, AND ALL THEIR [SEXLESS] DEEDS, AND THEIR LIVES BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE, IN THEIR MIDST ARE SIX PHOENIXES AND SIX CHERUBIM AND SIX SIX-WINGED ONES CONTINUALLY WITH ONE VOICE SINGING ONE VOICE, AND IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO DESCRIBE THEIR SINGING, AND THEY REJOICE BEFORE THE LORD AT HIS FOOTSTOOL. (1) ARCHANGELS. OR, "RULING ANGELS." 
CHAPTER 20
HENCE, THEY TOOK ENOCH INTO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN: 1 AND THOSE TWO MEN LIFTED ME UP THENCE ON TO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, AND I SAW THERE A VERY GREAT LIGHT, AND FIERY TROOPS OF GREAT ARCHANGELS (2), INCORPOREAL FORCES, AND DOMINIONS, ORDERS AND GOVERNMENTS, CHERUBIM AND SERAPHIM, THRONES AND MANY-EYED ONES, NINE REGIMENTS, THE IOANIT STATIONS OF LIGHT, AND I BECAME AFRAID, AND BEGAN TO TREMBLE WITH GREAT TERROR, AND THOSE MEN TOOK ME, AND LED ME AFTER THEM, AND SAID TO ME: (2) ARCHANGELS. OR, "CHIEF ANGELS." 2 HAVE COURAGE, ENOCH, DO NOT FEAR, AND SHOWED ME THE LORD FROM AFAR, SITTING ON HIS VERY HIGH THRONE. FOR WHAT IS THERE ON THE TENTH HEAVEN, SINCE THE LORD DWELLS THERE? 3 ON THE TENTH HEAVEN IS GOD, IN THE HEBREW TONGUE HE IS CALLED ARAVAT (3). (3) ARAVAT. OR, "FATHER [STEPHEN] OF CREATION." 4 AND ALL THE HEAVENLY TROOPS WOULD COME AND STAND ON THE TEN STEPS ACCORDING TO THEIR RANK, AND WOULD BOW DOWN TO THE LORD, AND WOULD AGAIN GO TO THEIR PLACES IN JOY AND FELICITY, SINGING SONGS IN THE BOUNDLESS LIGHT WITH SMALL AND TENDER VOICES, GLORIOUSLY SERVING HIM.
CHAPTER 21
OF HOW THE ANGELS HERE LEFT ENOCH, AT THE END OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, AND WENT AWAY FROM HIM UNSEEN: 1 AND THE CHERUBIM AND SERAPHIM STANDING ABOUT THE THRONE, THE SIX-WINGED AND MANY-EYED ONES DO NOT DEPART, STANDING BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE DOING HIS [SEXLESS] WILL, AND COVER HIS WHOLE THRONE, SINGING WITH GENTLE VOICE BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, LORD, RULER OF SABAOTH, HEAVENS AND EARTH ARE FULL OF YOUR GLORY. 2 WHEN I SAW ALL THESE THINGS, THOSE MEN SAID TO ME: ENOCH, THUS FAR IS IT COMMANDED US TO JOURNEY WITH YOU, AND THOSE MEN WENT AWAY FROM ME AND THEREUPON I SAW THEM NOT. 3 AND I REMAINED ALONE AT THE END OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN AND BECAME AFRAID, AND FELL ON MY FACE AND SAID TO MYSELF: WOE IS ME, WHAT HAS BEFALLEN ME? 4 AND THE LORD SENT ONE OF HIS GLORIOUS ONES, THE ARCHANGEL (4) GABRIEL, AND HE SAID TO ME: HAVE COURAGE, ENOCH, DO NOT FEAR, ARISE BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE INTO ETERNITY, ARISE, COME WITH ME. (4) ARCHANGEL. OR, "ONE OF THE SEVEN MOST-HIGHEST ANGELS, NAMED GABRIEL." 5 AND I ANSWERED HIM, AND SAID IN MYSELF: MY LORD, MY, SOUL IS DEPARTED FROM ME, FROM TERROR AND TREMBLING, AND I CALLED TO THE MEN WHO LED ME UP TO THIS PLACE, ON THEM I RELIED, AND IT IS WITH THEM I GO BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE. 6 AND GABRIEL CAUGHT ME UP, AS A LEAF CAUGHT UP BY THE WIND, AND PLACED ME BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE. 7 AND I SAW THE EIGHTH HEAVEN, WHICH IS CALLED IN THE HEBREW TONGUE MUZALOTH, CHANGER OF THE SEASONS, OF DROUGHT, AND OF WET, AND OF THE TWELVE CONSTELLATIONS OF THE CIRCLE OF THE FIRMAMENT, WHICH ARE ABOVE THE SEVENTH HEAVEN. 8 AND I SAW THE NINTH HEAVEN, WHICH IS CALLED IN HEBREW KUCHAVIM, WHERE ARE THE HEAVENLY HOMES OF THE TWELVE CONSTELLATIONS OF THE CIRCLE OF THE FIRMAMENT. 
CHAPTER 22
IN THE TENTH HEAVEN THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL LED ENOCH TO BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE: 1 ON THE TENTH HEAVEN, WHICH IS CALLED ARAVOTH, I SAW THE APPEARANCE OF THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE, LIKE IRON MADE TO GLOW IN FIRE, AND BROUGHT OUT, EMITTING SPARKS, AND IT BURNS. 2 THUS IN A MOMENT OF ETERNITY I SAW THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE, BUT THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE IS INEFFABLE, MARVELOUS AND VERY AWFUL, AND VERY, VERY TERRIBLE. 3 AND WHO AM I TO TELL OF THE LORD’S UNSPEAKABLE BEING, AND OF HIS VERY WONDERFUL FACE? AND I CANNOT TELL THE QUANTITY OF HIS MANY INSTRUCTIONS, AND VARIOUS VOICES, THE LORD'S [SEXLESS] THRONE IS VERY GREAT AND NOT MADE WITH HANDS, NOR THE QUANTITY OF THOSE STANDING ROUND HIM, TROOPS OF CHERUBIM AND SERAPHIM, NOR THEIR INCESSANT SINGING, NOR HIS IMMUTABLE BEAUTY, AND WHO SHALL TELL OF THE INEFFABLE GREATNESS OF HIS GLORY. 4 AND I FELL, PRONE AND BOWED DOWN TO THE LORD, AND THE LORD WITH HIS LIPS SAID TO ME: 5 HAVE COURAGE, ENOCH, DO NOT FEAR, ARISE AND STAND BEFORE MY [TERRIBLE] FACE INTO ETERNITY. 6 AND THE ARCHISTRATEGE (5) MICHAEL LIFTED ME UP, AND LED ME TO BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE. (5) ARCHISTRATEGE. OR, "THE GODLY COMMANDER OF THE ARMIES OF THE NATIONS, NAMED MICHAEL [JESUS]." 7 AND THE LORD SAID TO HIS SERVANTS TEMPTING [TESTING] THEM: LET ENOCH STAND BEFORE MY [TERRIBLE] FACE INTO ETERNITY, AND THE GLORIOUS ONES BOWED DOWN TO THE LORD, AND SAID: LET ENOCH GO ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD. 8 AND THE LORD SAID TO MICHAEL: GO AND TAKE ENOCH FROM OUT OF HIS EARTHLY GARMENTS, AND ANOINT HIM WITH MY SWEET OINTMENT, AND PUT HIM INTO THE GARMENTS OF MY GLORY. 9 AND MICHAEL DID THUS, AS THE LORD TOLD HIM. HE ANOINTED ME, AND DRESSED ME, AND THE APPEARANCE OF THAT OINTMENT IS MORE THAN THE GREAT LIGHT [ACTS 9:3; 22:6; 26:13], AND HIS OINTMENT IS LIKE SWEET DEW, AND ITS SMELL MILD, SHINING LIKE THE SUN’S RAY, AND I LOOKED AT MYSELF, AND I WAS LIKE ONE OF HIS GLORIOUS ONES (6). (6) GLORIOUS ONES. OR, "ONE OF THE SEVEN MOST-HIGHEST ANGELS." 10 AND THE LORD SUMMONED ONE OF HIS ARCHANGELS BY NAME PRAVUIL, WHOSE KNOWLEDGE WAS QUICKER IN WISDOM THAN THE OTHER ARCHANGELS, WHO WROTE ALL THE [SEXLESS GLORIOUS] DEEDS OF THE LORD, AND THE LORD SAID TO PRAVUIL: BRING OUT THE BOOKS FROM MY STORE-HOUSES, AND A REED OF QUICK-WRITING, AND GIVE IT TO ENOCH, AND DELIVER TO HIM THE CHOICE AND COMFORTING BOOKS OUT OF YOUR HAND. THE 0TH HEAVEN TO 9TH HEAVEN, WHICH IS 10 HEAVENS IS MENTIONED HERE IN 1ST ENOCH CHAPTERS 1-22 & BY GOING ONE MILE GO TWAIN IS 9 HEAVENS IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:7-13:10 WITH THE NEW UNIVERSE BEING THE 10TH HEAVEN IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:1-6 & ALSO THE 1ST FORMER HEAVEN BY GOING ONE MILE GO TWAIN WITH 2 POSITION MAKING PEACE INTO 1 IS 9 HEAVENS IN REVELATION 4:1-20:15 WITH THE NEW UNIVERSE BEING THE 10TH HEAVEN. THE THREE 10TH LEVEL HEAVENS MAKE UP 30 LEVELS FROM ACTS 1:4-29:2 WITH AN ACTS 30 IN THE SINGLE SEXLESS KINGDOM OF LORDSHIP IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST. 
CHAPTER 23
OF ENOCH’S WRITING, HOW HE WROTE HIS WONDERFUL JOURNEYINGS AND THE HEAVENLY HOSTS AND HIMSELF WROTE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SIX BOOKS: 1 AND HE WAS TELLING ME ALL THE WORKS OF HEAVEN, EARTH AND SEA, AND ALL THE ELEMENTS, THEIR PASSAGES AND GOINGS, AND THE THUNDERING’S OF THE THUNDERS, THE SUN AND MOON, THE GOINGS AND CHANGES OF THE STARS, THE SEASONS, YEARS, DAYS, AND HOURS, THE RISINGS OF THE WIND, THE NUMBERS OF THE ANGELS, AND THE FORMATION OF THEIR SONGS, AND ALL HUMAN THINGS, THE TONGUE OF EVERY HUMAN SONG AND LIFE, THE COMMANDMENTS, INSTRUCTIONS, AND SWEET-VOICED SINGINGS, AND ALL THINGS THAT IT IS FITTING TO LEARN. 2 AND PRAVUIL TOLD ME: ALL THE THINGS THAT I HAVE TOLD YOU, WE, HAVE WRITTEN. SIT AND WRITE ALL THE SOULS OF MANKIND, HOWEVER MANY OF THEM ARE BORN, AND THE PLACES PREPARED FOR THEM TO ETERNITY, FOR ALL SOULS ARE PREPARED TO ETERNITY, BEFORE THE FORMATION OF THE WORLD. 3 AND ALL DOUBLE THIRTY DAYS AND THIRTY NIGHTS, AND I WROTE OUT ALL THINGS EXACTLY, AND WROTE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SIX BOOKS. 
CHAPTER 24
OF THE GREAT [TOP] SECRETS OF GOD, WHICH GOD REVEALED AND TOLD ENOCH, AND SPOKE WITH HIM FACE TO FACE: 1 AND THE LORD SUMMONED ME, AND SAID TO ME: ENOCH, SIT DOWN ON MY LEFT WITH GABRIEL. 2 AND I BOWED DOWN TO THE LORD, AND THE LORD SPOKE TO ME: ENOCH, BELOVED, ALL THAT YOU SEE, ALL THINGS THAT ARE STANDING FINISHED I TELL TO YOU EVEN BEFORE THE VERY BEGINNING, ALL THAT I CREATED FROM NON-BEING, AND VISIBLE THINGS FROM INVISIBLE. 3 HEAR, ENOCH, AND TAKE IN THESE MY [SEXLESS] WORDS, FOR NOT TO MY ANGELS HAVE I TOLD MY [TOP] SECRET, AND I HAVE NOT TOLD THEM THEIR RISE, NOR MY ENDLESS REALM, NOR HAVE THEY UNDERSTOOD MY CREATING, WHICH I TELL YOU TODAY. 4 FOR BEFORE ALL THINGS WERE VISIBLE, I ALONE USED TO GO ABOUT IN THE INVISIBLE THINGS, LIKE THE SUN FROM EAST TO WEST, AND FROM WEST TO EAST. 5 BUT EVEN THE SUN HAS PEACE IN ITSELF, WHILE I FOUND NO PEACE, BECAUSE I WAS CREATING ALL THINGS, AND I CONCEIVED THE [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT OF PLACING FOUNDATIONS, AND OF CREATING VISIBLE CREATION. 
CHAPTER 25
GOD RELATES TO ENOCH, HOW OUT OF THE VERY DEEPEST PARTS CAME FORTH THE VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE: 1 I COMMANDED IN THE VERY LOWEST PARTS, THAT VISIBLE THINGS SHOULD COME DOWN FROM INVISIBLE, AND ADOIL (7) CAME DOWN VERY GREAT, AND I BEHELD HIM, AND LO! HE HAD A BELLY OF GREAT LIGHT. (7) ADOIL. OR, "LIGHT OF CREATION." 2 AND I SAID TO HIM: BECOME UNDONE, ADOIL, AND LET THE VISIBLE COME OUT OF YOU. 3 AND HE CAME UNDONE, AND A GREAT LIGHT [ACTS 9:3; 22:6; 26:13] CAME OUT. AND I WAS IN THE MIDST OF THE GREAT LIGHT, AND AS THERE IS BORN LIGHT FROM LIGHT, THERE CAME FORTH A GREAT AGE, AND SHOWED ALL CREATION, WHICH I HAD [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT TO CREATE. 4 AND I SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD. 5 AND I PLACED FOR MYSELF A THRONE, AND TOOK MY SEAT ON IT, AND SAID TO THE LIGHT: GO THENCE UP HIGHER AND FIX YOURSELF HIGH ABOVE THE THRONE, AND BE A FOUNDATION TO THE [MOST] HIGHEST THINGS. 6 AND ABOVE THE LIGHT THERE IS NOTHING ELSE, AND THEN I BENT UP AND LOOKED UP FROM MY THRONE.
CHAPTER 26
GOD SUMMONS FROM THE VERY DEEPEST A SECOND TIME THAT ARCHAS, HEAVY AND VERY RED SHOULD COME FORTH: 1 AND I SUMMONED THE VERY LOWEST A SECOND TIME, AND SAID: LET ARCHAS (8) COME FORTH HARD, AND HE CAME FORTH HARD FROM THE INVISIBLE. (8) ARCHAS. OR, "SPIRIT OF CREATION." 2 AND ARCHAS CAME FORTH, HARD, HEAVY, AND VERY RED. 3 AND I SAID: BE OPENED, ARCHAS, AND LET THERE BE BORN FROM YOU, AND HE CAME UNDONE, AN AGE CAME FORTH, VERY GREAT AND VERY DARK, BEARING THE CREATION OF ALL LOWER THINGS, AND I SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD AND SAID TO HIM: 4 GO THENCE DOWN BELOW, AND MAKE YOURSELF FIRM, AND BE A FOUNDATION FOR THE LOWER THINGS, AND IT HAPPENED AND HE WENT DOWN AND FIXED HIMSELF, AND BECAME THE FOUNDATION FOR THE LOWER THINGS, AND BELOW THE DARKNESS THERE IS NOTHING ELSE.
CHAPTER 27
OF HOW GOD FOUNDED THE WATER, AND SURROUNDED IT WITH LIGHT, AND ESTABLISHED ON IT SEVEN ISLANDS: 1 AND I COMMANDED THAT THERE SHOULD BE TAKEN FROM LIGHT AND DARKNESS, AND I SAID: BE THICK, AND IT BECAME THUS, AND I SPREAD IT OUT WITH THE LIGHT, AND IT BECAME WATER, AND I SPREAD IT OUT OVER THE DARKNESS, BELOW THE LIGHT, AND THEN I MADE FIRM THE WATERS, THAT IS TO SAY THE BOTTOMLESS, AND I MADE FOUNDATION OF LIGHT AROUND THE WATER, AND CREATED SEVEN CIRCLES FROM INSIDE, AND IMAGED THE WATER LIKE CRYSTAL WET AND DRY, THAT IS TO SAY LIKE GLASS, AND THE CIRCUMCESSION OF THE WATERS AND THE OTHER ELEMENTS, AND I SHOWED EACH ONE OF THEM ITS ROAD, AND THE SEVEN STARS EACH ONE OF THEM IN ITS HEAVEN, THAT THEY GO THUS, AND I SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD. 2 AND I SEPARATED BETWEEN LIGHT AND BETWEEN DARKNESS, THAT IS TO SAY IN THE MIDST OF THE WATER HITHER AND THITHER, AND I SAID TO THE LIGHT, THAT IT SHOULD BE THE DAY, AND TO THE DARKNESS, THAT IT SHOULD BE THE NIGHT, AND THERE WAS EVENING AND THERE WAS MORNING THE FIRST DAY.
CHAPTER 28
THE WEEK IN WHICH GOD SHOWED ENOCH ALL HIS WISDOM AND POWER, THROUGHOUT ALL THE SEVEN DAYS, HOW HE CREATED ALL THE HEAVENLY AND EARTHLY FORCES AND ALL MOVING THINGS EVEN DOWN TO MAN: 1 AND THEN I MADE FIRM THE HEAVENLY CIRCLE, AND MADE THAT THE LOWER WATER WHICH IS UNDER HEAVEN COLLECT ITSELF TOGETHER, INTO ONE WHOLE, AND THAT THE CHAOS BECOME DRY, AND IT BECAME SO. 2 OUT OF THE WAVES I CREATED ROCK HARD AND BIG, AND FROM THE ROCK I PILED UP THE DRY, AND THE DRY I CALLED EARTH, AND THE MIDST OF THE EARTH I CALLED ABYSS, THAT IS TO SAY THE BOTTOMLESS [PIT], I COLLECTED THE SEA IN ONE PLACE AND BOUND IT TOGETHER WITH A YOKE. 3 AND I SAID TO THE SEA: BEHOLD I GIVE YOU YOUR ETERNAL LIMITS, AND YOU SHALT NOT BREAK LOOSE FROM YOUR COMPONENT PARTS. 4 THUS I MADE FAST THE FIRMAMENT. THIS DAY I CALLED ME THE FIRST-CREATED [SUNDAY]. THIS MEANS WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT & 28 CHAPTERS IS 30 LEVELS ALL LINKED TO SUNDAY, THE LORD’S DAY IN THE SINGLE SEXLESS KINGDOM OF LORDSHIP FROM ACTS 1:4-29:2 WITH AN ACTS 30 IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST.
CHAPTER 29
THEN IT BECAME EVENING, AND THEN AGAIN MORNING, AND IT WAS THE SECOND [MONDAY], THE FIERY ESSENCE: 1 AND FOR ALL THE HEAVENLY TROOPS I IMAGED THE IMAGE AND ESSENCE OF FIRE, AND MY EYE LOOKED AT THE VERY HARD, FIRM ROCK, AND FROM THE GLEAM OF MY EYE THE LIGHTNING RECEIVED ITS WONDERFUL [SEXLESS] NATURE, WHICH IS BOTH FIRE IN WATER AND WATER IN FIRE, AND ONE DOES NOT PUT OUT THE OTHER, NOR DOES THE ONE DRY UP THE OTHER, THEREFORE THE LIGHTNING IS BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN, SOFTER THAN WATER AND FIRMER THAN HARD ROCK. 2 AND FROM THE ROCK I CUT OFF A GREAT FIRE, AND FROM THE FIRE I CREATED THE ORDERS OF THE INCORPOREAL TEN TROOPS OF ANGELS, AND THEIR WEAPONS ARE FIERY AND THEIR RAIMENT A BURNING FLAME, AND I COMMANDED THAT EACH ONE SHOULD STAND IN HIS ORDER. 3 AND ONE FROM OUT THE ORDER OF ANGELS, HAVING TURNED AWAY WITH THE ORDER THAT WAS UNDER HIM, CONCEIVED AN IMPOSSIBLE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT, TO PLACE HIS THRONE HIGHER THAN THE CLOUDS ABOVE THE EARTH, THAT HE MIGHT BECOME EQUAL IN RANK TO MY POWER. 4 AND I THREW HIM OUT FROM THE HEIGHT WITH HIS ANGELS, AND HE WAS FLYING IN THE AIR CONTINUOUSLY ABOVE THE BOTTOMLESS [PIT].
CHAPTER 30
AND THEN I CREATED ALL THE HEAVENS, AND THE THIRD DAY WAS, [TUESDAY]: 1 ON THE THIRD DAY I COMMANDED THE EARTH TO MAKE GROW GREAT AND FRUITFUL TREES, AND HILLS, AND SEED TO SOW, AND I PLANTED PARADISE, AND ENCLOSED IT, AND PLACED AS ARMED GUARDIANS FLAMING ANGELS, AND THUS I CREATED RENEWAL. 2 THEN CAME EVENING, AND CAME MORNING THE FOURTH DAY. 3 [WEDNESDAY]. ON THE FOURTH DAY I COMMANDED THAT THERE SHOULD BE GREAT LIGHTS ON THE HEAVENLY CIRCLES. 4 ON THE FIRST UPPERMOST CIRCLE I PLACED THE STARS, KRUNO, AND ON THE SECOND APHRODIT, ON THE THIRD ARIS, ON THE FIFTH ZOUES, ON THE SIXTH ERMIS, ON THE SEVENTH LESSER THE MOON, AND ADORNED IT WITH THE LESSER STARS. 5 AND ON THE LOWER I PLACED THE SUN FOR THE ILLUMINATION OF DAY, AND THE MOON AND STARS FOR THE ILLUMINATION OF NIGHT. 6 THE SUN THAT IT SHOULD GO ACCORDING TO EACH CONSTELLATION, TWELVE, AND I APPOINTED THE SUCCESSION OF THE MONTHS AND THEIR NAMES AND LIVES, THEIR THUNDERING’S, AND THEIR HOUR-MARKINGS, HOW THEY SHOULD SUCCEED. 7 THEN EVENING CAME AND MORNING CAME THE FIFTH DAY. 8 [THURSDAY]. ON THE FIFTH DAY I COMMANDED THE SEA, THAT IT SHOULD BRING FORTH FISHES, AND FEATHERED BIRDS OF MANY VARIETIES, AND ALL ANIMALS CREEPING OVER THE EARTH, GOING FORTH OVER THE EARTH ON FOUR LEGS, AND SOARING IN THE AIR, MALE SEX AND FEMALE, AND EVERY SOUL BREATHING THE SPIRIT OF LIFE. 9 AND THERE CAME EVENING, AND THERE CAME MORNING THE SIXTH DAY. 10 [FRIDAY]. ON THE SIXTH DAY I COMMANDED MY WISDOM TO CREATE MAN FROM SEVEN CONSISTENCIES: ONE, HIS FLESH FROM THE EARTH, TWO, HIS BLOOD FROM THE DEW, THREE, HIS EYES FROM THE SUN, FOUR, HIS BONES FROM STONE, FIVE, HIS INTELLIGENCE FROM THE SWIFTNESS OF THE ANGELS AND FROM CLOUD, SIX, HIS VEINS AND HIS HAIR FROM THE GRASS OF THE EARTH, SEVEN, HIS SOUL FROM MY BREATH AND FROM THE WIND. 11 AND I GAVE HIM SEVEN [DIVINE] NATURES: TO THE FLESH HEARING, THE EYES FOR SIGHT, TO THE SOUL SMELL, THE VEINS FOR TOUCH, THE BLOOD FOR TASTE, THE BONES FOR ENDURANCE, TO THE INTELLIGENCE SWEETNESS [ENJOYMENT]. 12 I CONCEIVED A [SEXLESS] CUNNING SAYING TO SAY, I CREATED MAN FROM INVISIBLE AND FROM VISIBLE [DIVINE] NATURE, OF BOTH ARE HIS DEATH AND LIFE AND IMAGE, HE KNOWS SPEECH LIKE SOME CREATED THING, SMALL IN GREATNESS AND AGAIN GREAT IN SMALLNESS, AND I PLACED HIM ON EARTH, A SECOND ANGEL, HONORABLE, GREAT AND GLORIOUS, AND I APPOINTED HIM AS RULER TO RULE ON EARTH AND TO HAVE MY [SEXLESS] WISDOM, AND THERE WAS NONE LIKE HIM OF EARTH OF ALL MY EXISTING CREATURES. 13 AND I APPOINTED HIM A NAME, FROM THE FOUR COMPONENT PARTS, FROM EAST, FROM WEST, FROM SOUTH, FROM NORTH, AND I APPOINTED FOR HIM FOUR SPECIAL STARS, AND I CALLED HIS NAME ADAM, AND SHOWED HIM THE TWO WAYS, THE LIGHT AND THE DARKNESS, AND I TOLD HIM: 14 THIS IS GOOD, AND THAT BAD, THAT I SHOULD LEARN WHETHER HE HAS [SEXLESS] LOVE TOWARDS ME, OR [SEXUAL] HATRED, THAT IT BE CLEAR WHICH IN HIS RACE [SEXLESS] LOVE ME. 15 FOR I HAVE SEEN HIS [DIVINE] NATURE, BUT HE HAS NOT SEEN HIS OWN [DIVINE] NATURE, THEREFORE THROUGH NOT SEEING, HE WILL [SEXUALLY] SIN WORSE, AND I SAID AFTER [SEXUAL] SIN WHAT IS THERE BUT [SEXUAL] DEATH [JAMES 1:13-15]? 16 AND I PUT SLEEP INTO HIM AND HE FELL ASLEEP. AND I TOOK FROM HIM A RIB, AND CREATED HIM A WIFE, THAT DEATH SHOULD COME TO HIM BY HIS WIFE, AND I TOOK HIS LAST WORD AND CALLED HER NAME MOTHER, THAT IS TO SAY, EVA.
CHAPTER 31
GOD GIVES OVER PARADISE TO ADAM, AND GIVES HIM A COMMAND TO SEE THE HEAVENS OPENED [ACTS 7:55-56], AND THAT HE SHOULD SEE THE ANGELS SINGING THE SONG OF VICTORY: 1 ADAM HAS LIFE ON EARTH, AND I CREATED A GARDEN IN EDEN IN THE EAST, THAT HE SHOULD OBSERVE THE TESTAMENT AND KEEP THE COMMAND. 2 I MADE THE HEAVENS OPEN TO HIM, THAT HE SHOULD SEE THE ANGELS SINGING THE SONG OF VICTORY, AND THE GLOOMLESS LIGHT. 3 AND HE WAS CONTINUOUSLY IN PARADISE, AND THE DEVIL UNDERSTOOD THAT I WANTED TO CREATE ANOTHER WORLD, BECAUSE ADAM WAS LORD ON EARTH, TO RULE AND CONTROL IT. 4 THE DEVIL IS THE EVIL [SEXUAL] SPIRIT OF THE LOWER PLACES, AS A FUGITIVE, HE MADE SOTONA (9) FROM THE HEAVENS AS HIS NAME WAS SATANAIL [SATAN & LUCIFER, FEMALE SENSE IS VICTORIA IN ISAIAH 47:1-15 OR BABYLON IN REVELATION 17:1-18:24] (10), THUS HE BECAME DIFFERENT FROM THE ANGELS, BUT HIS [DIABOLIC] NATURE DID NOT CHANGE HIS INTELLIGENCE AS FAR AS HIS UNDERSTANDING OF RIGHTEOUS AND [SEXUAL] SINFUL THINGS. (9) SOTONA. OR, "DIANA." (10) SATANAIL. OR, "THE IMPIOUS ONE." HA-SATAN IN HEBREW MEANS "THE ADVERSARY" REFERRING HERE TO THE "LEAD" ADVERSARY, OR LUCIFER.
CHAPTER 32
1 I SAID TO HIM: EARTH YOU ARE, AND INTO THE EARTH WHENCE I TOOK YOU, YOU, SHALT GO, AND I WILL NOT [SEXUALLY] RUIN YOU, BUT SEND YOU WHENCE I TOOK YOU. 2 THEN I CAN AGAIN RECEIVE YOU AT MY SECOND PRESENCE. 3 AND I BLESSED ALL MY CREATURES VISIBLE (PHYSICAL) AND INVISIBLE (ETERNAL SPIRITUAL & MENTAL). AND ADAM WAS FIVE AND HALF HOURS IN PARADISE. 4 AND I BLESSED THE SEVENTH DAY, WHICH IS THE SABBATH [SUNDAY], ON WHICH HE RESTED FROM ALL HIS [SEXLESS] WORKS. 
CHAPTER 33
1 AND I APPOINTED THE EIGHTH DAY [SUNDAY TO SUNDAY IS 8 LEVELS & THE 9TH LEVEL IS THE LORD’S DWELLING, HIS HOUSE ADDRESS IN ACTS 7:46-50] ALSO, THAT THE EIGHTH DAY SHOULD BE THE FIRST-CREATED AFTER MY WORK, AND THAT (THE FIRST SEVEN) REVOLVE IN THE FORM OF THE SEVENTH THOUSAND, AND THAT AT THE BEGINNING OF THE EIGHTH THOUSAND THERE SHOULD BE A TIME OF NOT-COUNTING, ENDLESS, WITH NEITHER YEARS NOR MONTHS NOR WEEKS NOR DAYS NOR HOURS. 2 AND NOW, ENOCH, ALL THAT I HAVE TOLD YOU, ALL THAT YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD, ALL THAT YOU HAVE SEEN OF HEAVENLY THINGS, ALL THAT YOU HAVE SEEN ON EARTH, AND ALL THAT I HAVE WRITTEN IN BOOKS BY MY GREAT [SEXLESS] WISDOM, ALL THESE THINGS I HAVE DEVISED AND CREATED FROM THE UPPERMOST FOUNDATION TO THE LOWER AND TO THE END, AND THERE IS NO [SEXUAL] COUNSELLOR [1ST CORINTHIANS 2:6-16] NOR [SEXUAL] INHERITOR [ACTS 5:38] TO MY [SEXLESS] CREATIONS. 3 I AM SELF-ETERNAL, NOT MADE WITH HANDS, AND WITHOUT CHANGE [IMMUTABLE]. 4 MY [INFALLIBLE INERRANT] THOUGHT IS MY COUNSELLOR [JOHN 14:26; 15:26; 16:13 & ACTS 6:5, 10; 7:55-56], MY WISDOM [ACTS 6:3, 10] AND MY WORD [ACTS 6:4] ARE MADE, AND MY EYES [ACTS 6:15] OBSERVE ALL THINGS HOW THEY STAND HERE AND TREMBLE WITH TERROR. 5 IF I TURN AWAY MY FACE, THEN ALL THINGS WILL BE DESTROYED [ACTS 7:60]. 6 AND APPLY YOUR MIND, ENOCH, AND KNOW HIM [ACTS 15:15-18] WHO IS SPEAKING TO YOU, AND TAKE THENCE THE BOOKS WHICH YOU YOURSELF HAVE WRITTEN. 7 AND I GIVE YOU SAMUIL AND RAGUIL, WHO LED YOU UP, AND THE BOOKS, AND GO DOWN TO EARTH, AND TELL YOUR SONS ALL THAT I HAVE TOLD YOU, AND ALL THAT YOU HAVE SEEN, FROM THE LOWER [0TH] HEAVEN UP TO MY THRONE [9TH HEAVEN IN ACTS 7:55-56], AND ALL THE TROOPS. 8 FOR I CREATED ALL FORCES, AND THERE IS NONE THAT RESISTS ME OR THAT DOES NOT SUBJECT HIMSELF TO ME. FOR ALL SUBJECT THEMSELVES TO MY [SEXLESS] MONARCHY, AND LABOR FOR MY SOLE [SEXLESS] RULE. 9 GIVE THEM THE BOOKS OF THE HANDWRITING, AND THEY WILL READ (THEM) AND WILL KNOW ME FOR THE [TRUE] CREATOR OF ALL THINGS [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND WILL UNDERSTAND HOW THERE IS NO OTHER GOD, BUT ME. 10 AND LET THEM DISTRIBUTE THE BOOKS OF YOUR HANDWRITING, CHILDREN [HERITAGE] TO CHILDREN [HERITAGE], GENERATION [KINGDOMS] TO GENERATION [KINGDOMS], NATIONS TO NATIONS. 11 AND I WILL GIVE YOU, ENOCH, MY [SEXLESS] INTERCESSOR, THE ARCHISTRATEGE MICHAEL, FOR THE HANDWRITINGS OF YOUR FATHERS, ADAM, SETH, ENOS, CAINAN, MAHALELEEL, AND JARED YOUR FATHER.
CHAPTER 34
1 THEY HAVE REJECTED MY [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS AND MY [SEXLESS] YOKE, WORTHLESS [SEXUAL] SEED HAS COME UP, NOT FEARING GOD, AND THEY WOULD NOT BOW DOWN TO ME, BUT HAVE BEGUN TO BOW DOWN TO VAIN GODS, AND DENIED MY [SEXLESS] UNITY, AND HAVE LADEN THE WHOLE EARTH WITH UNTRUTHS [STRONG DELUSIONS], [SEXUAL] OFFENCES, ABOMINABLE LECHERIES, NAMELY ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND ALL MANNER OF OTHER UNCLEAN [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS, WHICH ARE DISGUSTING [VILE] TO RELATE. 2 AND THEREFORE I WILL BRING DOWN A DELUGE UPON THE EARTH AND WILL DESTROY ALL MEN, AND THE WHOLE EARTH WILL CRUMBLE TOGETHER INTO GREAT DARKNESS.
CHAPTER 35
1 BEHOLD FROM THEIR SEED SHALL ARISE ANOTHER GENERATION, MUCH AFTERWARDS, BUT OF THEM MANY WILL BE VERY [SEXUALLY] INSATIATE. 2 HE WHO RAISES THAT GENERATION, (SHALL) REVEAL TO THEM THE BOOKS OF YOUR HANDWRITING, OF YOUR FATHERS, (TO THEM) TO WHOM HE MUST POINT OUT THE GUARDIANSHIP OF THE WORLD, TO THE FAITHFUL MEN AND WORKERS OF MY [SEXLESS] PLEASURE, WHO DO NOT ACKNOWLEDGE MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN VAIN. 3 AND THEY SHALL TELL ANOTHER GENERATION, AND THOSE (OTHERS) HAVING READ SHALL BE GLORIFIED THEREAFTER, MORE THAN THE FIRST.
CHAPTER 36
1 NOW, ENOCH, I GIVE YOU THE TERM OF THIRTY DAYS TO SPEND IN YOUR HOUSE, AND TELL YOUR SONS AND ALL YOUR HOUSEHOLD, THAT ALL MAY HEAR FROM MY [TERRIBLE] FACE WHAT IS TOLD THEM BY YOU, THAT THEY MAY READ AND UNDERSTAND, HOW THERE IS NO OTHER GOD, BUT ME. 2 AND THAT THEY MAY ALWAYS KEEP MY [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS, AND BEGIN TO READ AND TAKE IN THE BOOKS OF YOUR HANDWRITING. 3 AND AFTER THIRTY DAYS I SHALL SEND MY ANGEL FOR YOU, AND HE WILL TAKE YOU FROM EARTH AND FROM YOUR SONS TO ME.
CHAPTER 37
1 AND THE LORD CALLED UPON ONE OF THE OLDER ANGELS, TERRIBLE AND MENACING, AND PLACED HIM BY ME, IN APPEARANCE WHITE AS SNOW, AND HIS HANDS LIKE ICE, HAVING THE APPEARANCE OF GREAT FROST, AND HE FROZE MY FACE, BECAUSE I COULD NOT ENDURE THE TERROR OF THE LORD, JUST AS IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO ENDURE A STOVE’S FIRE AND THE SUN’S HEAT, AND THE FROST OF THE AIR. 2 AND THE LORD SAID TO ME: ENOCH, IF YOUR FACE BE NOT FROZEN HERE [THE FACE BEING CLOAKED], NO MAN WILL BE ABLE TO BEHOLD YOUR FACE.
CHAPTER 38
1 AND THE LORD SAID TO THOSE MEN WHO FIRST LED ME UP: LET ENOCH GO DOWN ON TO EARTH WITH YOU, AND AWAIT HIM TILL THE DETERMINED DAY. 2 AND THEY PLACED ME BY NIGHT ON MY BED. 3 AND MATHUSAL (METHUSELAH) EXPECTING MY [SEXLESS] COMING, KEEPING WATCH BY DAY AND BY NIGHT AT MY BED, WAS FILLED WITH AWE WHEN HE HEARD MY [SEXLESS] COMING, AND I TOLD HIM, LET ALL MY HOUSEHOLD COME TOGETHER, THAT I TELL THEM EVERYTHING. 
CHAPTER 39
1 OH MY CHILDREN, MY BELOVED ONES, HEAR THE ADMONITION OF YOUR FATHER, AS MUCH AS IS ACCORDING TO THE LORD’S [SEXLESS] WILL. 2 I HAVE BEEN LET COME TO YOU TODAY, AND ANNOUNCE TO YOU, NOT FROM MY LIPS, BUT FROM THE LORD’S [SEXLESS] LIPS [ACTS 7:1-56, 59-60], ALL THAT IS AND WAS AND ALL THAT IS NOW, AND ALL THAT WILL BE TILL JUDGMENT-DAY. 3 FOR THE LORD HAS LET ME COME TO YOU, YOU, HEAR THEREFORE THE WORDS OF MY LIPS, OF A MAN MADE BIG FOR YOU, BUT I AM ONE WHO HAS SEEN THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE, LIKE IRON MADE TO GLOW FROM FIRE IT SENDS FORTH SPARKS AND BURNS. 4 YOU LOOK NOW UPON MY EYES, (THE EYES) OF A MAN BIG WITH MEANING FOR YOU, BUT I HAVE SEEN THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] EYES [SIRACH 23:19], SHINING LIKE THE SUN’S RAYS AND FILLING THE EYES OF MAN WITH AWE. 5 YOU SEE NOW, MY CHILDREN, THE RIGHT HAND OF A MAN THAT HELPS YOU, BUT I HAVE SEEN THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] RIGHT HAND [ACTS 7:49-50] FILLING HEAVEN AS HE HELPED ME. 6 YOU SEE THE COMPASS OF MY WORK LIKE YOUR OWN, BUT I HAVE SEEN THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] LIMITLESS AND PERFECT COMPASS [ACTS 15:18], WHICH HAS NO END. 7 YOU HEAR THE WORDS OF MY LIPS, AS I HEARD THE [TRUE SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE LORD, LIKE GREAT THUNDER INCESSANTLY WITH HURLING OF CLOUDS. 8 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, HEAR THE DISCOURSES OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE EARTH, HOW FEARFUL AND AWFUL IT IS TO COME BEFORE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF THE RULER OF THE EARTH, HOW MUCH MORE TERRIBLE AND AWFUL IT IS TO COME BEFORE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF THE RULER OF HEAVEN, THE CONTROLLER (JUDGE) OF QUICK AND DEAD [ACTS 10:42], AND OF THE HEAVENLY TROOPS. WHO CAN ENDURE THAT ENDLESS PAIN?
CHAPTER 40
1 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, I KNOW ALL THINGS, FOR THIS (IS) FROM THE LORD’S [SEXLESS] LIPS, AND THIS MY EYES HAVE SEEN, FROM BEGINNING TO END. 2 I KNOW ALL THINGS, AND HAVE WRITTEN ALL THINGS INTO BOOKS, THE HEAVENS AND THEIR END, AND THEIR PLENITUDE, AND ALL THE ARMIES AND THEIR MARCHING’S. 3 I HAVE MEASURED AND DESCRIBED THE STARS, THE GREAT COUNTLESS MULTITUDE (OF THEM). 4 WHAT MAN HAS SEEN THEIR REVOLUTIONS, AND THEIR ENTRANCES? FOR NOT EVEN THE ANGELS SEE THEIR NUMBER, WHILE I HAVE WRITTEN ALL THEIR NAMES. 5 AND I MEASURED THE SUN’S CIRCLE, AND MEASURED ITS RAYS, COUNTED THE HOURS, I WROTE DOWN TOO ALL THINGS THAT GO OVER THE EARTH, I HAVE WRITTEN THE THINGS THAT ARE NOURISHED, AND ALL SEED SOWN AND UNSOWN, WHICH THE EARTH PRODUCES AND ALL PLANTS, AND EVERY GRASS AND EVERY FLOWER, AND THEIR SWEET SMELLS, AND THEIR NAMES, AND THE DWELLING-PLACES OF THE CLOUDS, AND THEIR COMPOSITION, AND THEIR WINGS, AND HOW THEY BEAR RAIN AND RAINDROPS. 6 AND I INVESTIGATED ALL THINGS, AND WROTE THE ROAD OF THE THUNDER AND OF THE LIGHTNING, AND THEY SHOWED ME THE KEYS AND THEIR GUARDIANS, THEIR RISE, THE WAY THEY GO, IT IS LET OUT (GENTLY) IN MEASURE BY A CHAIN, LEST BY A HEAVY CHAIN AND VIOLENCE IT HURLS DOWN THE ANGRY CLOUDS AND DESTROY ALL THINGS ON EARTH. 7 I WROTE THE TREASURE-HOUSES OF THE SNOW, AND THE STORE-HOUSES OF THE COLD AND THE FROSTY AIRS, AND I OBSERVED THEIR SEASON’S KEY-HOLDER, HE FILLS THE CLOUDS WITH THEM, AND DOES NOT EXHAUST THE TREASURE-HOUSES. 8 AND I WROTE THE RESTING-PLACES OF THE WINDS AND OBSERVED AND SAW HOW THEIR KEY-HOLDERS BEAR WEIGHING-SCALES AND MEASURES, FIRST, THEY PUT THEM IN (ONE) WEIGHING-SCALE, THEN IN THE OTHER THE WEIGHTS AND LET THEM OUT ACCORDING TO MEASURE [SEXLESS] CUNNINGLY OVER THE WHOLE EARTH, LEST BY HEAVY BREATHING THEY MAKE THE EARTH TO ROCK. 9 AND I MEASURED OUT THE WHOLE EARTH, ITS MOUNTAINS, AND ALL HILLS, FIELDS, TREES, STONES, RIVERS, ALL EXISTING THINGS I WROTE DOWN, THE HEIGHT FROM EARTH TO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, AND DOWNWARDS TO THE VERY LOWEST HELL, AND THE JUDGMENT-PLACE, AND THE VERY GREAT, OPEN AND WEEPING HELL. 10 AND I SAW HOW THE PRISONERS ARE IN [ETERNAL] PAIN, EXPECTING THE LIMITLESS JUDGMENT. 11 AND I WROTE DOWN ALL THOSE BEING JUDGED BY THE JUDGE [JAMES 4:12], AND ALL THEIR JUDGMENT (AND SENTENCES) AND ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] WORKS. 
CHAPTER 41
1 AND I SAW ALL FOREFATHERS FROM (ALL) TIME WITH ADAM AND EVA (EVE), AND I SIGHED AND BROKE INTO TEARS AND SAID OF THE [SEXUAL] RUIN OF THEIR DISHONOR: 2 WOE IS ME FOR MY INFIRMITY AND (FOR THAT) OF MY FOREFATHERS, AND [SEXLESS] THOUGHT IN MY HEART AND SAID: 3 BLESSED (IS) THE MAN WHO HAS NOT BEEN BORN OR WHO HAS BEEN BORN AND SHALL NOT [SEXUALLY] SIN [1ST JOHN 3:9] BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE, THAT HE COME NOT INTO THIS PLACE, NOR BRING THE YOKE OF THIS PLACE. 
CHAPTER 42
1 I SAW THE KEY-HOLDERS AND GUARDS OF THE GATES OF HELL STANDING, LIKE GREAT SERPENTS, AND THEIR FACES LIKE EXTINGUISHING LAMPS, AND THEIR EYES OF FIRE, THEIR SHARP TEETH, AND I SAW ALL THE LORD’S [SEXLESS] WORKS, HOW THEY ARE RIGHT, WHILE THE WORKS OF MAN ARE SOME (GOOD), AND OTHERS BAD, AND IN THEIR WORKS ARE KNOWN THOSE WHO LIE EVILLY.
CHAPTER 43
1 I, MY CHILDREN, MEASURED AND WROTE OUT EVERY WORK AND EVERY MEASURE AND EVERY RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT. 2 AS (ONE) YEAR IS MORE HONORABLE THAN ANOTHER, SO IS (ONE) MAN MORE HONORABLE THAN ANOTHER, SOME FOR GREAT POSSESSIONS, SOME FOR WISDOM OF HEART, SOME FOR PARTICULAR INTELLECT, SOME FOR [SEXLESS] CUNNING, ONE FOR SILENCE OF LIP, ANOTHER FOR CLEANLINESS, ONE FOR STRENGTH, ANOTHER FOR COMELINESS, ONE FOR YOUTH, ANOTHER FOR SHARP WIT, ONE FOR SHAPE OF BODY, ANOTHER FOR SENSIBILITY, LET IT BE HEARD EVERYWHERE, BUT THERE IS NONE BETTER THAN HE WHO FEARS GOD, HE SHALL BE MORE GLORIOUS IN TIME TO COME.
CHAPTER 44
1 THE LORD WITH HIS [TERRIBLE] HANDS [ACTS 7:49-50] HAVING CREATED MAN, IN THE LIKENESS OF HIS OWN [TERRIBLE] FACE, THE LORD MADE HIM SMALL AND GREAT. 2 WHOEVER REVILES THE RULER’S [TERRIBLE] FACE, AND ABHORS THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE, HAS DESPISED THE LORD'S [TERRIBLE] FACE, AND HE WHO VENTS ANGER ON ANY MAN WITHOUT INJURY, THE LORD’S GREAT [SEXLESS] ANGER WILL CUT HIM DOWN, HE WHO SPITS ON THE FACE OF MAN REPROACHFULLY, WILL BE CUT DOWN AT THE LORD’S GREAT SEXLESS] JUDGMENT. 3 BLESSED IS THE MAN WHO DOES NOT DIRECT HIS HEART WITH MALICE AGAINST ANY MAN, AND HELPS THE INJURED AND CONDEMNED [DAMNED], AND RAISES THE BROKEN DOWN, AND SHALL DO CHARITY TO THE NEEDY, BECAUSE ON THE DAY OF THE GREAT JUDGMENT EVERY WEIGHT, EVERY MEASURE AND EVERY MAKEWEIGHT (WILL BE) AS IN THE MARKET, THAT IS TO SAY (THEY ARE) HUNG ON SCALES AND STAND IN THE MARKET, (AND EVERYONE) SHALL LEARN HIS OWN MEASURE, AND ACCORDING TO HIS MEASURE SHALL TAKE HIS REWARD.
CHAPTER 45
1 WHOEVER HASTENS TO MAKE OFFERINGS BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE, THE LORD FOR HIS PART WILL HASTEN THAT OFFERING BY GRANTING OF HIS [SEXLESS] WORK. 2 BUT WHOEVER INCREASES HIS LAMP BEFORE THE LORD’S TERRIBLE] FACE AND MAKE NOT TRUE JUDGMENT, THE LORD WILL (NOT) INCREASE HIS TREASURE IN THE REALM OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST. 3 WHEN THE LORD [SEXLESS] DEMANDS BREAD, OR CANDLES, OR (THE) FLESH (OF BEASTS), OR ANY OTHER SACRIFICE, THEN THAT IS NOTHING, BUT GOD [SEXLESS] DEMANDS PURE HEARTS, AND WITH ALL THAT (ONLY) TESTS THE HEART OF MAN.
CHAPTER 46
1 HEAR, MY PEOPLE, AND TAKE IN THE WORDS OF MY LIPS. 2 IF ANY ONE BRINGS ANY GIFTS TO AN EARTHLY RULER, AND HAVE DISLOYAL [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS IN HIS HEART, AND THE RULER KNOW THIS, WILL HE NOT BE ANGRY WITH HIM, AND NOT REFUSE HIS GIFTS, AND NOT GIVE HIM OVER TO JUDGMENT? 3 OR (IF) ONE MAN MAKE HIMSELF APPEAR GOOD TO ANOTHER BY DECEIT OF TONGUE, BUT (HAVE) [SEXUAL] EVIL IN HIS HEART, THEN WILL NOT (THE OTHER) UNDERSTAND THE TREACHERY OF HIS HEART, AND HIMSELF BE CONDEMNED [DAMNED], SINCE HIS UNTRUTH WAS PLAIN TO ALL? 4 AND WHEN THE LORD SHALL SEND A GREAT LIGHT [ACTS 9:3; 22:6; 26:13], THEN THERE WILL BE JUDGMENT FOR THE JUST AND THE UNJUST, AND THERE NO ONE SHALL ESCAPE NOTICE.
CHAPTER 47
1 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, LAY [SEXLESS] THOUGHT ON YOUR HEARTS, MARK WELL THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN], WHICH ARE ALL (COME) TO YOU FROM THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] LIPS. 2 TAKE THESE BOOKS OF YOUR FATHER’S HANDWRITING AND READ THEM. 3 FOR THE BOOKS ARE MANY, AND IN THEM YOU WILL LEARN ALL THE LORD’S [SEXLESS] WORKS, ALL THAT HAS BEEN FROM THE BEGINNING OF CREATION, AND WILL BE TILL THE END OF TIME. 4 AND IF YOU WILL OBSERVE MY HANDWRITING, YOU, WILL NOT SIN [1ST JOHN 3:9] AGAINST THE LORD, BECAUSE THERE IS NO OTHER EXCEPT THE LORD, NEITHER IN HEAVEN, NOR IN EARTH, NOR IN THE VERY LOWEST (PLACES), NOR IN THE (ONE) FOUNDATION. 5 THE LORD HAS PLACED THE FOUNDATIONS IN THE UNKNOWN, AND HAS SPREAD FORTH HEAVENS VISIBLE (PHYSICAL) AND INVISIBLE (SPIRITUAL) [ROMANS 1:20], HE FIXED THE EARTH ON THE WATERS, AND CREATED COUNTLESS CREATURES, AND WHO HAS COUNTED THE WATER AND THE FOUNDATION OF THE UNFIXED, OR THE DUST OF THE EARTH, OR THE SAND OF THE SEA, OR THE DROPS OF THE RAIN, OR THE MORNING DEW, OR THE WIND’S BREATHINGS? WHO HAS FILLED EARTH AND SEA, AND THE INDISSOLUBLE WINTER? 6 I CUT THE STARS OUT OF FIRE, AND DECORATED HEAVEN, AND PUT IT IN THEIR MIDST.
CHAPTER 48
1 THAT THE SUN GO ALONG THE SEVEN HEAVENLY CIRCLES, WHICH ARE THE APPOINTMENT OF ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO THRONES, THAT IT GO DOWN ON A SHORT DAY, AND AGAIN ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO, THAT IT GO DOWN ON A BIG DAY, AND HE HAS TWO THRONES ON WHICH HE RESTS, REVOLVING HITHER AND THITHER ABOVE THE THRONES OF THE MONTHS, FROM THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH TSIVAN IT GOES DOWN TO THE MONTH THEVAN, FROM THE SEVENTEENTH OF THEVAN IT GOES UP. 2 AND THUS IT GOES CLOSE TO THE EARTH, THEN THE EARTH IS GLAD AND MAKES GROW ITS FRUITS, AND WHEN IT GOES AWAY, THEN THE EARTH IS SAD, AND TREES AND ALL FRUITS HAVE NO FLORESCENCE. 3 ALL THIS HE MEASURED, WITH GOOD MEASUREMENT OF HOURS, AND FIXED A MEASURE BY HIS [SEXLESS] WISDOM, OF THE VISIBLE (PHYSICAL) AND THE INVISIBLE (SPIRITUAL). 4 FROM THE INVISIBLE (SPIRITUAL) HE MADE ALL THINGS VISIBLE (PHYSICAL), HIMSELF BEING INVISIBLE (SPIRITUAL) [ACTS 17:22-30]. 5 THUS I MAKE KNOWN TO YOU, MY CHILDREN, AND DISTRIBUTE THE BOOKS TO YOUR CHILDREN, INTO ALL YOUR GENERATIONS, AND AMONGST THE NATIONS WHO SHALL HAVE THE SENSE TO FEAR GOD, LET THEM RECEIVE THEM, AND MAY THEY COME TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEM MORE THAN ANY FOOD OR EARTHLY SWEETS, AND READ THEM AND APPLY THEMSELVES TO THEM. 6 AND THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND NOT THE LORD, WHO FEAR NOT GOD, WHO ACCEPT NOT, BUT REJECT, WHO DO NOT RECEIVE THE (BOOKS), A TERRIBLE JUDGMENT AWAITS THESE. 7 BLESSED IS THE MAN WHO SHALL BEAR THEIR YOKE AND SHALL DRAG THEM ALONG, FOR HE SHALL BE RELEASED ON THE DAY OF THE GREAT JUDGMENT. 
CHAPTER 49
1 I SWEAR TO YOU, MY CHILDREN, BUT I SWEAR NOT BY ANY OATH, NEITHER BY HEAVEN NOR BY EARTH, NOR BY ANY OTHER CREATURE WHICH GOD CREATED. 2 THE LORD SAID: THERE IS NO OATH IN ME, NOR INJUSTICE, BUT TRUTH. 3 IF THERE IS NO TRUTH IN MEN, LET THEM SWEAR BY THE [SEXLESS] WORDS, YEA, YEA, OR ELSE, NAY, NAY [JAMES 5:11-12]. 4 AND I SWEAR TO YOU, YEA, YEA, THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO MAN IN HIS MOTHER’S WOMB, (BUT THAT) ALREADY BEFORE, EVEN TO EACH ONE THERE IS A PLACE PREPARED FOR THE REPOSE OF THAT SOUL, AND A MEASURE FIXED HOW MUCH IT IS INTENDED THAT A MAN BE TRIED IN THIS WORLD. 5 YEA, CHILDREN, DECEIVE NOT YOURSELVES, FOR THERE HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY PREPARED A PLACE FOR EVERY SOUL OF MAN.
CHAPTER 50
1 I HAVE PUT EVERY MAN’S WORK IN WRITING AND NONE BORN ON EARTH CAN REMAIN HIDDEN NOR HIS WORKS REMAIN CONCEALED. 2 I SEE ALL THINGS [HEBREWS 4:12-13]. 3 NOW THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, IN PATIENCE AND MEEKNESS SPEND THE NUMBER OF YOUR DAYS, THAT YOU INHERIT ENDLESS LIFE [HEBREWS 7:16]. 4 ENDURE FOR THE SAKE OF THE LORD EVERY WOUND, EVERY INJURY, EVERY EVIL WORD AND ATTACK. 5 IF ILL-REQUITALS BEFALL YOU, RETURN (THEM) NOT EITHER TO NEIGHBOR OR ENEMY, BECAUSE THE LORD WILL RETURN (THEM) FOR YOU AND BE YOUR AVENGER [ROMANS 13:1-10] ON THE DAY OF GREAT JUDGMENT, THAT THERE BE NO AVENGING HERE AMONG MEN. 6 WHOEVER OF YOU SPENDS GOLD OR SILVER FOR HIS BROTHER’S SAKE, HE WILL RECEIVE AMPLE TREASURE IN THE WORLD TO COME [2ND CORINTHIANS 4:1-18]. 7 INJURE NOT WIDOWS NOR ORPHANS NOR STRANGERS, LEST GOD’S WRATH COME UPON YOU.
CHAPTER 51
1 STRETCH OUT YOUR HANDS TO THE POOR ACCORDING TO YOUR STRENGTH. 2 HIDE NOT YOUR SILVER IN THE EARTH. 3 HELP THE FAITHFUL MAN IN AFFLICTION, AND AFFLICTION WILL NOT FIND YOU IN THE TIME OF YOUR TROUBLE. 4 AND EVERY GRIEVOUS AND CRUEL YOKE THAT COME UPON YOU BEAR ALL FOR THE SAKE OF THE LORD, AND THUS YOU WILL FIND YOUR REWARD IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 5 IT IS GOOD TO GO MORNING, MIDDAY, AND EVENING INTO THE LORD’S [SEXLESS] DWELLING [ACTS 7:46-50], FOR THE [INVINCIBLE] GLORY OF YOUR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 6 BECAUSE EVERY BREATHING (THING) GLORIFIES HIM, AND EVERY CREATURE VISIBLE (PHYSICAL) AND INVISIBLE (SPIRITUAL) RETURNS HIM PRAISE [ROMANS 1:20].
CHAPTER 52
1 BLESSED IS THE [POOR] MAN WHO OPENS HIS LIPS IN PRAISE OF GOD OF SABAOTH AND PRAISES THE LORD WITH HIS HEART [JAMES 5:4]. 2 CURSED EVERY MAN WHO OPENS HIS LIPS FOR THE BRINGING INTO [SEXUAL] CONTEMPT AND CALUMNY [SLANDER] OF HIS NEIGHBOR, BECAUSE HE BRINGS GOD INTO CONTEMPT [DISRESPECT BY DISOBEDIENCE TO HIS WORD]. 3 BLESSED IS HE WHO OPENS HIS LIPS BLESSING AND PRAISING GOD. 4 CURSED IS HE BEFORE THE LORD ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE, WHO OPENS HIS LIPS TO [SEXUALLY] CURSE AND [SEXUALLY] ABUSE. 5 BLESSED IS HE WHO BLESSES ALL THE LORD’S [SEXLESS] WORKS. 6 CURSED IS HE WHO BRINGS THE LORD’S [SEXLESS] CREATION [IMAGE-LIKENESS & SIMILITUDE] INTO CONTEMPT [DISRESPECT BY DISOBEDIENCE TO HIS WORD]. 7 BLESSED IS HE WHO LOOKS DOWN AND RAISES THE FALLEN. 8 CURSED IS HE WHO LOOKS TO AND IS EAGER FOR THE [SEXLESS] DESTRUCTION OF WHAT IS NOT HIS. 9 BLESSED IS HE WHO KEEPS THE FOUNDATIONS OF HIS FATHERS MADE FIRM FROM THE BEGINNING. 10 CURSED IS HE WHO [SEXUALLY] PERVERTS THE DECREES OF HIS FOREFATHERS. 11 BLESSED IS HE WHO IMPARTS [TRUE] PEACE AND [SEXLESS] LOVE. 12 CURSED IS HE WHO [SEXUALLY] DISTURBS THOSE THAT [SEXLESS] LOVE THEIR NEIGHBORS. 13 BLESSED IS HE WHO SPEAKS WITH HUMBLE TONGUE AND HEART TO ALL [1ST PETER 5:5-11 & JAMES 4:7-10]. 14 CURSED IS HE WHO SPEAKS PEACE WITH HIS TONGUE, WHILE IN HIS HEART THERE IS NO PEACE BUT A SWORD. 15 FOR ALL THESE THINGS WILL BE LAID BARE IN THE WEIGHING-SCALES AND IN THE BOOKS, ON THE DAY OF THE GREAT JUDGMENT.
CHAPTER 53
1 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, DO NOT SAY: OUR FATHER [STEPHEN] IS STANDING BEFORE GOD, AND IS PRAYING FOR OUR [SEXUAL] SINS, FOR THERE IS THERE NO HELPER OF ANY MAN WHO HAS [SEXUALLY] SINNED. 2 YOU SEE HOW I WROTE ALL WORKS OF EVERY MAN, BEFORE HIS CREATION, (ALL) THAT IS DONE AMONGST ALL MEN FOR ALL TIME, AND NONE CAN TELL OR RELATE MY HANDWRITING, BECAUSE THE LORD SEE ALL IMAGININGS OF MAN, HOW THEY ARE VAIN [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], WHERE THEY LIE IN THE TREASURE-HOUSES OF THE HEART. 3 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, MARK WELL ALL THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT I TELL YOU, LEST YOU REGRET, SAYING: WHY DID OUR FATHER [STEPHEN] NOT TELL US?
CHAPTER 54
1 AT THAT TIME, NOT UNDERSTANDING THIS LET THESE BOOKS WHICH I HAVE GIVEN YOU BE FOR AN INHERITANCE OF YOUR PEACE [ACTS 26:13-18]. 2 HAND THEM TO ALL WHO WANT THEM, AND INSTRUCT THEM, THAT THEY MAY SEE THE LORD’S VERY GREAT AND MARVELOUS WORKS. 
CHAPTER 55
1 MY CHILDREN, BEHOLD, THE DAY OF MY TERM AND TIME HAVE APPROACHED. 2 FOR THE ANGELS WHO SHALL GO WITH ME ARE STANDING BEFORE ME AND URGE ME TO MY DEPARTURE FROM YOU, THEY ARE STANDING HERE ON EARTH, AWAITING WHAT HAS BEEN TOLD THEM. 3 FOR TO-MORROW I SHALL GO UP ON TO HEAVEN, TO THE UPPERMOST JERUSALEM TO MY ETERNAL INHERITANCE. 4 THEREFORE I BID YOU DO BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE ALL (HIS) GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE.
CHAPTER 56
1 MATHOSALAM HAVING ANSWERED HIS FATHER ENOCH, SAID: WHAT IS AGREEABLE TO YOUR EYES, FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT I MAY MAKE BEFORE YOUR FACE, THAT YOU MAY BLESS OUR DWELLINGS, AND YOUR SONS, AND THAT YOUR PEOPLE MAY BE MADE GLORIOUS THROUGH YOU, AND THEN (THAT) YOU MAY DEPART THUS, AS THE LORD [TRULY] SAID? 2 ENOCH ANSWERED TO HIS SON MATHOSALAM (AND) SAID: HEAR, CHILD, FROM THE TIME [60 DAYS/60 NIGHTS IN ENOCH 23:3 IN WRITING THE 366 BOOKS VERSES MOSES & JESUS ONLY DID 40 DAYS/40 NIGHTS EACH] WHEN THE LORD ANOINTED ME WITH THE OINTMENT OF HIS GLORY, (THERE HAS BEEN NO) FOOD IN ME, AND MY SOUL REMEMBERS NOT EARTHLY ENJOYMENT, NEITHER DO I WANT ANYTHING EARTHLY.
CHAPTER 57
1 MY CHILD METHOSALAM, SUMMON ALL YOUR BRETHREN AND ALL YOUR HOUSEHOLD AND THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE, THAT I MAY TALK TO THEM AND DEPART, AS IS PLANNED FOR ME. 2 AND METHOSALAM MADE HASTE, AND SUMMONED HIS BRETHREN, REGIM, RIMAN, UCHAN, CHERMION, GAIDAD, AND ALL THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE BEFORE THE FACE OF HIS FATHER ENOCH, AND HE BLESSED THEM, (AND) SAID TO THEM:
CHAPTER 58
1 LISTEN TO ME, MY CHILDREN, TODAY. 2 IN THOSE DAYS WHEN THE LORD CAME DOWN ON TO EARTH FOR ADAM’S SAKE, AND VISITED ALL HIS CREATURES, WHICH HE CREATED HIMSELF, AFTER ALL THESE HE CREATED ADAM, AND THE LORD CALLED ALL THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH, ALL THE REPTILES, AND ALL THE BIRDS THAT SOAR IN THE AIR, AND BROUGHT THEM ALL BEFORE THE FACE OF OUR FATHER ADAM. 3 AND ADAM GAVE THE NAMES TO ALL THINGS LIVING ON EARTH. 4 AND THE LORD APPOINTED HIM RULER OVER ALL, AND SUBJECTED TO HIM ALL THINGS UNDER HIS HANDS, AND MADE THEM DUMB AND MADE THEM DULL THAT THEY BE COMMANDED OF MAN [DUMBASSES IN 2ND PETER 2:16], AND BE IN SUBJECTION AND OBEDIENCE TO HIM. 5 THUS ALSO THE LORD CREATED EVERY MAN, LORD OVER ALL HIS POSSESSIONS. 6 THE LORD WILL NOT JUDGE A SINGLE SOUL OF BEAST FOR MAN’S SAKE, BUT ADJUDGES THE SOULS OF MEN TO THEIR BEASTS IN THIS WORLD, FOR MEN HAVE A SPECIAL PLACE. 7 AND AS EVERY SOUL OF MAN IS ACCORDING TO NUMBER, SIMILARLY BEASTS WILL NOT PERISH, NOR ALL SOULS OF BEASTS WHICH THE LORD CREATED, TILL THE GREAT JUDGMENT, AND THEY WILL ACCUSE MAN, IF HE FEED THEM ILL. 
CHAPTER 59
1 WHOEVER DEFILES THE SOUL OF BEASTS, DEFILES HIS OWN SOUL. 2 FOR MAN BRINGS CLEAN ANIMALS TO MAKE SACRIFICE FOR [SEXUAL] SIN, THAT HE MAY HAVE CURE OF HIS SOUL. 3 AND IF THEY BRING FOR SACRIFICE CLEAN ANIMALS, AND BIRDS, MAN HAS CURE, HE CURES HIS SOUL. 4 ALL IS GIVEN YOU FOR FOOD, BIND IT BY THE FOUR FEET, THAT IS TO MAKE GOOD THE CURE, HE CURES HIS SOUL. 5 BUT WHOEVER KILLS BEAST WITHOUT WOUNDS, KILLS HIS OWN SOULS AND DEFILES HIS OWN FLESH. 6 AND HE WHO DOES ANY BEAST ANY INJURY WHATSOEVER, IN SECRET, IT IS EVIL [SEXUAL] PRACTICE, AND HE DEFILES HIS OWN SOUL.
CHAPTER 60
1 HE WHO WORKS THE KILLING OF A MAN’S SOUL, KILLS HIS OWN SOUL, AND KILLS HIS OWN BODY, AND THERE IS NO CURE FOR HIM FOR ALL TIME. 2 HE WHO PUTS A MAN IN ANY SNARE, SHALL STICK IN IT HIMSELF, AND THERE IS NO CURE FOR HIM FOR ALL TIME. 3 HE WHO PUTS A MAN IN ANY VESSEL, HIS RETRIBUTION WILL NOT BE WANTING AT THE GREAT JUDGMENT FOR ALL TIME. 4 HE WHO WORKS CROOKEDLY OR SPEAKS [SEXUALLY] EVIL AGAINST ANY SOUL, WILL NOT MAKE [TRUE] JUSTICE FOR HIMSELF FOR ALL TIME.
CHAPTER 61
1 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, KEEP YOUR HEARTS FROM EVERY INJUSTICE, WHICH THE LORD HATES. JUST AS A MAN ASKS SOMETHING FOR HIS OWN SOUL FROM GOD, SO LET HIM DO TO EVERY LIVING SOUL, BECAUSE I KNOW ALL THINGS, HOW IN THE GREAT TIME TO COME THERE IS MUCH INHERITANCE PREPARED FOR MEN, GOOD FOR THE GOOD, AND BAD FOR THE BAD, WITHOUT NUMBER MANY. 2 BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ENTER THE GOOD HOUSES, FOR IN THE BAD HOUSES THERE IS NO PEACE NOR RETURN FROM THEM. 3 HEAR, MY CHILDREN, SMALL AND GREAT! WHEN MAN PUTS A GOOD [SEXLESS] THOUGHT IN HIS HEART, BRINGS GIFTS FROM HIS LABORS BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE AND HIS HANDS MADE THEM NOT, THEN THE LORD WILL TURN AWAY HIS FACE FROM THE LABOR OF HIS HAND, AND (THAT) MAN CANNOT FIND THE LABOR OF HIS HANDS. 4 AND IF HIS HANDS MADE IT, BUT HIS HEART MURMUR, AND HIS HEART CEASE NOT MAKING MURMUR INCESSANTLY, HE HAS NOT ANY [SEXLESS] ADVANTAGE.
CHAPTER 62
1 BLESSED IS THE MAN WHO IN HIS PATIENCE BRINGS HIS GIFTS WITH FAITH BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE, BECAUSE HE WILL FIND FORGIVENESS OF [NON-SEXUAL] SINS. 2 BUT IF HE TAKE BACK HIS WORDS BEFORE THE TIME, THERE IS NO REPENTANCE FOR HIM, AND IF THE TIME PASS AND HE DO NOT OF HIS OWN WILL WHAT IS PROMISED, THERE IS NO REPENTANCE AFTER DEATH [BUT ONLY A 2ND CHANCE BY HEARING THE TRUTH & RECEIVING THE TRUTH OF THE SEXLESS GOSPEL]. 3 BECAUSE EVERY WORK WHICH MAN DOES BEFORE THE TIME, IS ALL [SEXUAL] DECEIT BEFORE MEN, AND [SEXUAL] SIN BEFORE GOD.
CHAPTER 63
1 WHEN MAN CLOTHES THE NAKED AND FILLS THE HUNGRY, HE WILL FIND [SEXLESS] REWARD FROM GOD. 2 BUT IF HIS HEART MURMUR, HE COMMITS A DOUBLE [SEXUAL] EVIL [JAMES 4:8], [SEXUAL] RUIN OF HIMSELF AND OF THAT WHICH HE GIVES, AND FOR HIM THERE WILL BE NO FINDING OF [SEXLESS] REWARD ON ACCOUNT OF THAT. 3 AND IF HIS OWN HEART IS FILLED WITH HIS FOOD AND HIS OWN [SEXUAL] FLESH, CLOTHED WITH HIS OWN CLOTHING, HE COMMITS CONTEMPT [DISRESPECT BY DISOBEDIENCE TO THE LORD’S WORD], AND WILL FORFEIT ALL HIS ENDURANCE OF POVERTY, AND WILL NOT FIND [SEXLESS] REWARD OF HIS GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS. 4 EVERY [SEXUALLY] PROUD AND MAGNILOQUENT MAN IS HATEFUL TO THE LORD, AND EVERY FALSE SPEECH, CLOTHED IN UNTRUTH, IT WILL BE CUT WITH THE BLADE OF THE SWORD OF DEATH [HEBREWS 4:12], AND THROWN INTO THE FIRE [REVELATION 21:8], AND SHALL BURN FOR ALL TIME.
CHAPTER 64
1 WHEN ENOCH HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS TO HIS SONS, ALL PEOPLE FAR AND NEAR HEARD HOW THE LORD WAS CALLING ENOCH. THEY TOOK [SEXLESS] COUNSEL TOGETHER: 2 LET US GO AND KISS ENOCH, AND TWO THOUSAND MEN CAME TOGETHER AND CAME TO THE PLACE ACHUZAN WHERE ENOCH WAS, AND HIS SONS. 3 AND THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE, THE WHOLE ASSEMBLY, CAME AND BOWED DOWN AND BEGAN TO KISS ENOCH AND SAID TO HIM: 4 OUR FATHER ENOCH, (MAY) YOU (BE) BLESSED OF THE LORD, THE ETERNAL RULER, AND NOW BLESS YOUR SONS AND ALL THE PEOPLE, THAT WE MAY BE GLORIFIED TODAY BEFORE YOUR FACE. 5 FOR YOU SHALT BE GLORIFIED BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE FOR ALL TIME, SINCE THE LORD CHOSE YOU, RATHER THAN ALL MEN ON EARTH, AND DESIGNATED YOU WRITER OF ALL HIS CREATION, VISIBLE (PHYSICAL) AND INVISIBLE (SPIRITUAL), AND [ETERNALLY] REDEEMED OF THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF MAN [BEING SEXLESS, SINLESS & GUILTLESS ENDLESSLY FOREVER IN HEBREWS 11:5; 1ST JOHN 3:9 & JUDE 14-15], AND HELPER OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD. 
CHAPTER 65
1 AND ENOCH ANSWERED ALL HIS PEOPLE SAYING: HEAR, MY CHILDREN, BEFORE THAT ALL CREATURES WERE CREATED, THE LORD CREATED THE VISIBLE (PHYSICAL) AND INVISIBLE (SPIRITUAL) THINGS. 2 AND AS MUCH TIME AS THERE WAS AND WENT PAST, UNDERSTAND THAT AFTER ALL THAT HE CREATED [SEXLESS] MAN IN THE LIKENESS OF HIS OWN FORM, AND PUT INTO HIM EYES TO SEE, AND EARS TO HEAR, AND HEART TO REFLECT, AND INTELLECT WHEREWITH TO DELIBERATE. 3 AND THE LORD SAW ALL MAN’S WORKS, AND CREATED ALL HIS CREATURES, AND DIVIDED TIME, FROM TIME HE FIXED THE YEARS, AND FROM THE YEARS HE APPOINTED THE MONTHS, AND FROM THE MONTHS HE APPOINTED THE DAYS, AND OF DAYS HE APPOINTED SEVEN. 4 AND IN THOSE HE APPOINTED THE HOURS, MEASURED THEM OUT EXACTLY, THAT MAN MIGHT REFLECT ON TIME AND COUNT YEARS, MONTHS, AND HOURS, (THEIR) ALTERNATION, BEGINNING, AND END, AND THAT HE MIGHT COUNT HIS OWN LIFE, FROM THE BEGINNING UNTIL DEATH, AND REFLECT ON HIS [SEXUAL] SIN AND WRITE HIS WORK BAD AND GOOD, BECAUSE NO WORK IS HIDDEN BEFORE THE LORD, THAT EVERY MAN MIGHT KNOW HIS WORKS AND NEVER TRANSGRESS ALL HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND KEEP MY HANDWRITING FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION. 5 WHEN ALL CREATION VISIBLE (PHYSICAL) AND INVISIBLE (SPIRITUAL), AS THE LORD CREATED IT, SHALL END, THEN EVERY MAN GOES TO THE GREAT JUDGMENT, AND THEN ALL TIME SHALL PERISH, AND THE YEARS, AND THENCEFORWARD THERE WILL BE NEITHER MONTHS NOR DAYS NOR HOURS, THEY WILL BE ADHERED TOGETHER AND WILL NOT BE COUNTED. 6 THERE WILL BE ONE AEON, AND ALL THE RIGHTEOUS WHO SHALL ESCAPE THE LORD’S GREAT JUDGMENT, SHALL BE COLLECTED IN THE GREAT AEON [HEBREWS 1:1-2], FOR THE RIGHTEOUS THE GREAT AEON WILL BEGIN, AND THEY WILL LIVE ETERNALLY [WISDOM OF SOLOMON 5:15-23], AND THEN TOO THERE WILL BE AMONGST THEM NEITHER LABOR, NOR SICKNESS, NOR HUMILIATION, NOR ANXIETY, NOR NEED, NOR BRUTALITY, NOR NIGHT, NOR DARKNESS, BUT GREAT LIGHT [ACTS 9:3, 22:6; 26:13]. 7 AND THEY SHALL HAVE A GREAT INDESTRUCTIBLE WALL, AND A PARADISE BRIGHT AND [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE (ETERNAL), FOR ALL [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIBLE (MORTAL) THINGS SHALL PASS AWAY, AND THERE WILL BE ETERNAL LIFE. 
CHAPTER 66
1 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, KEEP YOUR SOULS FROM ALL INJUSTICE, SUCH AS THE LORD [SEXLESSLY] HATES. 2 WALK BEFORE HIS [TERRIBLE] FACE WITH TERROR AND TREMBLING AND SERVE HIM ALONE. 3 BOW DOWN TO THE TRUE GOD, NOT TO DUMB IDOLS, BUT BOW DOWN TO HIS SIMILITUDE, AND BRING ALL JUST OFFERINGS BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE. THE LORD [SEXLESSLY] HATES WHAT IS UNJUST. 4 FOR THE LORD SEES ALL THINGS [HEBREWS 4:13], WHEN MAN TAKES [SEXUAL] THOUGHT IN HIS HEART, THEN HE [SEXLESS] COUNSELS THE INTELLECTS, AND EVERY [SEXUAL] THOUGHT IS ALWAYS BEFORE THE LORD [ONLY IN KNOWLEDGE], WHO MADE FIRM THE EARTH AND PUT ALL CREATURES ON IT [HEBREWS 1:1-2]. 5 IF YOU LOOK TO HEAVEN, THE LORD IS THERE, IF YOU TAKE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF THE SEA’S DEEP AND ALL THE UNDER-EARTH, THE LORD IS THERE. 6 FOR THE LORD CREATED ALL THINGS. BOW NOT DOWN TO THINGS MADE BY MAN [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], LEAVING THE LORD OF ALL CREATION, BECAUSE NO WORK CAN REMAIN HIDDEN BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE. 7 WALK, MY CHILDREN, IN LONG-SUFFERING, IN MEEKNESS, HONESTY, IN PROVOCATION, IN GRIEF, IN FAITH AND IN TRUTH, IN (RELIANCE ON) PROMISES, IN ILLNESS, IN ABUSE, IN WOUNDS, IN TEMPTATION, IN NAKEDNESS, IN PRIVATION, [SEXLESSLY] LOVING ONE ANOTHER, TILL YOU GO OUT FROM THIS AGE OF ILLS [2ND CORINTHIANS 12:7-10], THAT YOU BECOME INHERITORS OF ENDLESS TIME [2ND CORINTHIANS 12:1-6]. 8 BLESSED ARE THE JUST WHO SHALL ESCAPE THE GREAT JUDGMENT, FOR THEY SHALL SHINE FORTH MORE THAN THE SUN SEVENFOLD, FOR IN THIS WORLD THE SEVENTH PART IS TAKEN OFF FROM ALL, LIGHT, DARKNESS, FOOD, ENJOYMENT, SORROW, PARADISE, TORTURE, FIRE, FROST, AND OTHER THINGS, HE PUT ALL DOWN IN WRITING, THAT YOU MIGHT READ AND UNDERSTAND. 
CHAPTER 67
1 WHEN ENOCH HAD TALKED TO THE PEOPLE, THE LORD SENT OUT DARKNESS ON TO THE EARTH, AND THERE WAS DARKNESS, AND IT COVERED THOSE MEN STANDING WITH ENOCH, AND THEY TOOK ENOCH UP ON TO THE [MOST] HIGHEST HEAVEN, WHERE THE LORD (IS), AND HE RECEIVED HIM AND PLACED HIM BEFORE HIS TERRIBLE] FACE, AND THE DARKNESS WENT OFF FROM THE EARTH, AND LIGHT CAME AGAIN. 2 AND THE PEOPLE SAW AND UNDERSTOOD NOT HOW ENOCH HAD BEEN TAKEN, AND GLORIFIED GOD, AND FOUND A [FLYING] ROLL [ZECHARIAH 5:1-4] IN WHICH WAS TRACED THE INVISIBLE (SPIRITUAL) GOD, AND ALL WENT TO THEIR [HOUSE] DWELLING PLACES.
CHAPTER 68
1 ENOCH WAS BORN ON THE SIXTH DAY OF THE MONTH TSIVAN, AND LIVED THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE YEARS. 2 HE WAS TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH TSIVAN AND REMAINED IN HEAVEN SIXTY DAYS [120 DAYS, DAYS & NIGHTS]. 3 HE WROTE ALL THESE SIGNS OF ALL CREATION, WHICH THE LORD CREATED, AND WROTE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SIX BOOKS, AND HANDED THEM OVER TO HIS SONS AND REMAINED ON EARTH THIRTY DAYS, AND WAS AGAIN TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN ON THE SIXTH DAY OF THE MONTH TSIVAN, ON THE VERY DAY AND HOUR WHEN HE WAS BORN. 4 AS EVERY MAN’S [SEXUAL] NATURE IN THIS LIFE IS DARK, SO ARE ALSO HIS CONCEPTION, BIRTH, AND DEPARTURE FROM THIS LIFE. 5 AT WHAT HOUR HE WAS CONCEIVED, AT THAT HOUR HE WAS BORN, AND AT THAT HOUR TOO HE DIED. 6 METHOSALAM AND HIS BRETHREN, ALL THE SONS OF ENOCH, MADE HASTE, AND ERECTED AN ALTAR AT THAT PLACE CALLED ACHUZAN, WHENCE AND WHERE ENOCH HAD BEEN TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN. 7 AND THEY TOOK SACRIFICIAL OXEN AND SUMMONED ALL PEOPLE AND SACRIFICED THE SACRIFICE BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE. 8 ALL PEOPLE, THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE WHOLE ASSEMBLY CAME TO THE FEAST AND BROUGHT GIFTS TO THE SONS OF ENOCH. 9 AND THEY MADE A GREAT FEAST, REJOICING AND MAKING MERRY THREE DAYS, PRAISING GOD, WHO HAD GIVEN THEM SUCH A SIGN THROUGH ENOCH, WHO HAD FOUND FAVOR WITH HIM, AND THAT THEY SHOULD HAND IT ON TO THEIR SONS FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION, FROM AGE TO AGE. 10 AMEN.
THE PSALMS OF SOLOMON
CHAPTER 1
"THEY BECAME [SEXUALLY] INSOLENT IN THEIR PROSPERITY..."
I CRIED UNTO THE LORD WHEN I WAS IN DISTRESS,
  UNTO GOD WHEN [SEXUAL] SINNERS ASSAILED.
SUDDENLY THE ALARM OF WAR WAS HEARD BEFORE ME;
  I SAID, HE WILL HEARKEN TO ME FOR I AM FULL OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.
I [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT IN MY HEART THAT I WAS FULL OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,
  BECAUSE I WAS WELL OFF AND HAD BECOME RICH IN CHILDREN.
THEIR WEALTH SPREAD TO THE WHOLE EARTH,
  AND THEIR GLORY UNTO THE END OF THE EARTH.
THEY WERE EXALTED UNTO THE STARS;
  THEY SAID THEY WOULD NEVER FAN.
BUT THEY BECAME [SEXUALLY] INSOLENT IN THEIR PROSPERITY,
  AND THEY WERE WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING,
THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS WERE IN SECRET,
  AND EVEN I HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF THEM.
THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS WENT BEYOND THOSE OF THE HEATHEN BEFORE THEM;
  THEY UTTERLY [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED THE HOLY THINGS OF THE LORD.
CHAPTER 2
THE DESECRATION OF JERUSALEM; CAPTIVITY, MURDER, AND RAPING. A PSALM OF UTTER DESPAIR.
WHEN THE [SEXUAL] SINNER WAXED PROUD, WITH A BATTERING-RAM HE CAST DOWN FORTIFIED WALLS, 
  AND THOU DIDST NOT RESTRAIN HIM.
ALIEN NATIONS ASCENDED THINE ALTAR,
  THEY TRAMPLED IT PROUDLY WITH THEIR SANDALS;
BECAUSE THE SONS OF JERUSALEM HAD DEFILED THE HOLY THINGS OF THE LORD,
  HAD PROFANED WITH INIQUITIES THE OFFERINGS OF GOD.
THEREFORE HE SAID: CAST THEM FAR FROM ME; 
IT WAS SET AT NAUGHT BEFORE GOD,
  IT WAS UTTERLY DISHONORED;
THE SONS AND THE DAUGHTERS WERE M GRIEVOUS CAPTIVITY,
  SEALED WAS THEIR NECK, BRANDED WAS IT AMONG THE NATIONS.
ACCORDING TO THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS HATH HE DONE UNTO THEM,
  FOR HE HATH LEFT THEM IN THE HANDS OF THEM THAT PREVAILED.
HE HATH TURNED AWAY HIS FACE FROM PITYING THEM,
  YOUNG AND OLD AND THEIR CHILDREN TOGETHER;
FOR THEY HAD DONE EVIL ONE AND ALL, IN NOT HEARKENING.
  AND THE HEAVENS WERE ANGRY,
AND THE EARTH ABHORRED THEM;
  FOR NO MAN UPON IT HAD DONE WHAT THEY DID,
AND THE EARTH RECOGNIZED ALL
  THY RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENTS, O GOD.
THEY SET THE SONS OF JERUSALEM TO BE MOCKED AT IN RETURN FOR THE HARLOTS IN HER;
  EVERY WAYFARER ENTERED IN IN THE FULL LIGHT OF DAY.
THEY MADE MOCK WITH THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS, AS THEY THEMSELVES WERE WONT TO DO;
  IN THE FULL LIGHT OF DAY THEY REVEALED THEIR INIQUITIES.
AND THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM WERE DEFILED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THY JUDGEMENT,
  BECAUSE THEY HAD DEFILED THEMSELVES WITH UNNATURAL INTERCOURSE.
I AM PAINED IN MY BOWELS AND MY INWARD PARTS FOR THESE THINGS.
AND YET I WILL JUSTIFY THEE, O GOD, IN UPRIGHTNESS OF HEART,
  FOR IN THY JUDGEMENTS IS THY RIGHTEOUSNESS DISPLAYED, O GOD.
FOR THOU HAST RENDERED TO THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS ACCORDING TO THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS,
  YEA, ACCORDING TO THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, WHICH WERE VERY WICKED.
THOU HAST UNCOVERED THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, THAT THY JUDGEMENT MIGHT BE MANIFEST;
  THOU HAST WIPED OUT THEIR MEMORIAL FROM THE EARTH.
GOD IS A RIGHTEOUS JUDGE,
  AND HE IS NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS.
FOR THE NATIONS REPROACHED JERUSALEM, TRAMPLING IT DOWN;
  HER BEAUTY WAS DRAGGED DOWN FROM THE THRONE OF GLORY.
SHE GIRDED ON SACKCLOTH INSTEAD OF COMELY RAIMENT,
  A ROPE WAS ABOUT HER HEAD INSTEAD OF A CROWN.
SHE PUT OFF THE GLORIOUS DIADEM WHICH GOD HAD SET UPON HER,
  IN DISHONOR WAS HER BEAUTY CAST UPON THE GROUND.
AND I SAW AND ENTREATED THE LORD AND SAID,
  LONG ENOUGH, O LORD HAS THINE HAND BEEN HEAVY ON ISRAEL, IN BRINGING THE NATIONS UPON THEM.
FOR THEY HAVE MADE SPORT UNSPARINGLY IN WRATH AND FIERCE ANGER;
  AND THEY WILL MAKE AN UTTER END, UNLESS THOU, O LORD, REBUKE THEM IN THY WRATH.
FOR THEY HAVE DONE IT NOT IN ZEAL, BUT IN [SEXUAL] LUST OF SOUL,
  POURING OUT THEIR WRATH UPON US WITH A VIEW TO RAPINE.
DELAY NOT, O GOD, TO RECOMPENSE THEM ON THEIR HEADS,
  TO TURN THE PRIDE OF THE DRAGON INTO DISHONOR. 
AND I HAD NOT LONG TO WAIT BEFORE GOD SHOWED ME THE [SEXUALLY] INSOLENT ONE
  SLAIN ON THE MOUNTAINS OF EGYPT,
  ESTEEMED OF LESS ACCOUNT THAN THE LEAST, ON LAND AND SEA;
HIS BODY, TOO, BORNE HITHER AND THITHER ON THE BILLOWS WITH MUCH [SEXUALLY] INSOLENCE,
  WITH NONE TO BURY HIM, BECAUSE HE HAD REJECTED HIM WITH DISHONOR.
HE REFLECTED NOT THAT HE WAS MAN,
  AND REFLECTED NOT ON THE LATTER END;
HE SAID: I WILL BE LORD OF LAND AND SEA;
  AND HE RECOGNIZED NOT THAT IT IS GOD WHO IS GREAT,
  MIGHTY IN HIS GREAT STRENGTH.
HE IS KING OVER THE HEAVENS,
  AND JUDGES KINGS AND KINGDOMS.
IT IS HE WHO SETS ME UP IN GLORY,
  AND BRINGETH DOWN THE PROUD TO ETERNAL DESTRUCTION IN DISHONOR,
  BECAUSE THEY KNEW HIM NOT.
AND NOW BEHOLD, YE PRINCES OF THE EARTH, THE JUDGEMENT OF THE LORD,
  FOR A GREAT KING AND RIGHTEOUS IS HE, JUDGING ALL THAT IS UNDER HEAVEN.
BLESS GOD, YE THAT FEAR THE LORD WITH WISDOM,
  FOR THE MERCY OF THE LORD WILL BE UPON THEM THAT FEAR HIM, M THE JUDGEMENT;
SO THAT HE WILL DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE [SEXUAL] SINNER,
  AND RECOMPENSE THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS FOR EVER ACCORDING TO THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS;
AND HAVE MERCY ON THE RIGHTEOUS, DELIVERING HIM FROM THE AFFLICTION OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNER,
  AND RECOMPENSING THE [SEXUAL] SINNER FOR WHAT HE BATH DONE TO THE RIGHTEOUS.
FOR THE LORD IS GOOD TO THEM THAT CALL UPON HIM IN PATIENCE,
  DOING ACCORDING TO HIS MERCY TO HIS PIOUS ONES,
  ESTABLISHING THEM AT ALL TIMES BEFORE HIM IN STRENGTH.
BLESSED BE THE LORD FOR EVER BEFORE HIS SERVANTS.
CHAPTER 3
[SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUSNESS VERSUS [SEXUAL] SIN.
WHY SLEEP THOU, O MY SOUL,
  AND BLESS NOT THE LORD?
SING A NEW SONG,
  UNTO GOD WHO IS WORTHY TO BE PRAISED.
SING AND BE WAKEFUL AGAINST HIS AWAKING,
  FOR GOOD IS A PSALM SUNG TO GOD FROM A GLAD HEART.
THE RIGHTEOUS REMEMBER THE LORD AT ALL TIMES,
  WITH THANKSGIVING AND DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LORD'S JUDGEMENTS.
THE RIGHTEOUS DESPISES NOT THE CHASTENING OF THE LORD;
  HIS WILL IS ALWAYS BEFORE THE LORD.
THE RIGHTEOUS STUMBLES AND HOLDS THE LORD RIGHTEOUS:
  HE FALLS AND LOOKS OUT FOR WHAT GOD WILL DO TO HIM;
HE SEEKS OUT WHENCE HIS DELIVERANCE WILL COME.
  THE STEADFASTNESS OF THE RIGHTEOUS IS FROM GOD, THEIR DELIVERER;
THERE LODGES NOT IN THE HOUSE OF THE RIGHTEOUS [SEXUAL] SIN UPON [SEXUAL] SIN.
  THE RIGHTEOUS CONTINUALLY SEARCHES HIS HOUSE,
TO REMOVE UTTERLY ALL [SEXUAL] INIQUITY DONE BY HIM IN [SEXUAL] ERROR.
  HE MAKES ATONEMENT FOR [SEXUAL] SINS OF IGNORANCE BY FASTING AND AFFLICTING HIS SOUL,
AND THE LORD COUNTS GUILTLESS EVERY PIOUS MAN AND HIS HOUSE. 
  THE [SEXUAL] SINNER STUMBLES AND CURSES HIS LIFE
THE DAY WHEN HE WAS BEGOTTEN, AND HIS MOTHER'S TRAVAIL.
  HE ADDS [SEXUAL] SINS TO [SEXUAL] SINS, WHILE HE LIVES;
HE FALLS--VERILY GRIEVOUS IS HIS FALL--AND RISES NO MORE.
  THE DESTRUCTION OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNER IS FOR EVER,
AND HE SHALL NOT BE REMEMBERED, WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS IS VISITED.
  THIS IS THE PORTION OF [SEXUAL] SINNERS FOR EVER.
BUT THEY THAT FEAR THE LORD SHALL RISE TO LIFE ETERNAL,
  AND THEIR LIFE SHALL BE IN THE LIGHT OF THE LORD, AND SHALL COME TO AN END NO MORE.
CHAPTER 4
A CONVERSATION OF SOLOMON WITH THE MEN-PLEASERS.
WHEREFORE SIT THOU, O PROFANE MAN, IN THE COUNCIL OF THE PIOUS,
  SEEING THAT THY HEART IS FAR REMOVED FROM THE LORD,
  PROVOKING WITH TRANSGRESSIONS THE GOD OF ISRAEL?
[SEXLESS] EXTRAVAGANT IN SPEECH, [SEXLESS] EXTRAVAGANT IN OUTWARD SEEMING BEYOND ALL MEN,
  IS HE THAT IS SEVERE OF SPEECH IN CONDEMNING [SEXUAL] SINNERS IN JUDGEMENT.
AND HIS HAND IS FIRST UPON HIM AS THOUGH HE ACTED IN ZEAL,
  AND YET HE IS HIMSELF GUILTY IN RESPECT OF MANIFOLD [SEXUAL] SINS AND OF WANTONNESS.
HIS EYES ARE UPON EVERY WOMAN WITHOUT DISTINCTION;
  HIS TONGUE LIETH WHEN HE MAKES CONTRACT WITH AN OATH.
BY NIGHT AND IN SECRET HE [SEXUAL] SINS AS THOUGH UNSEEN,
  WITH HIS EYES HE TALKS TO EVERY WOMAN OF EVIL COMPACTS.
HE IS SWIFT TO ENTER EVERY HOUSE WITH CHEERFULNESS AS THOUGH GUILELESS.
LET GOD REMOVE THOSE THAT LIVE IN HYPOCRISY IN THE COMPANY OF THE PIOUS,
  EVEN THE LIFE OF SUCH AN ONE WITH [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF HIS FLESH AND PENURY.
LET GOD REVEAL THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF THE MEN-PLEASERS,
  THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF SUCH AN ONE WITH LAUGHTER AND DERISION [MOCKERY];
THAT THE PIOUS MAY COUNT RIGHTEOUS THE JUDGEMENT OF THEIR GOD,
  WHEN [SEXUAL] SINNERS ARE REMOVED FROM BEFORE THE RIGHTEOUS,
  EVEN THE MAN-PLEASER WHO UTTERS [SEXUAL] LAW GUILEFULLY.
AND THEIR EYES ARE FIXED UPON ANY MAN'S HOUSE THAT IS STILL SECURE,
  THAT THEY MAY, LIKE THE SERPENT, DESTROY THE WISDOM OF…WITH [SEXUAL] WORDS OF TRANSGRESSORS,
HIS [SEXUAL] WORDS ARE DECEITFUL THAT HE MAY ACCOMPLISH HIS WICKED [SEXUAL] DESIRE.
  HE NEVER CEASES FROM SCATTERING FAMILIES AS THOUGH THEY WERE ORPHANS,
  YEA, HE LAY WASTE A HOUSE ON ACCOUNT OF HIS [SEXUAL] LAWLESS [SEXUAL] DESIRE.
HE DECEIVES WITH [SEXUAL] WORDS, SAYING, THERE IS NONE THAT SEES, OR JUDGES.
HE FILLS ONE HOUSE WITH [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS,
  AND THEN HIS EYES ARE FIXED UPON THE NEXT HOUSE,
  TO DESTROY IT WITH [SEXUAL] WORDS THAT GIVE WING TO [SEXUAL] DESIRE.
YET WITH ALL THESE HIS SOUL LIKE SHEOL, IS NOT SATED.
LET HIS PORTION, O LORD, BE DISHONORED BEFORE THEE;
  LET HIM GO FORTH GROANING, AND COME HOME CURSED.
LET HIS LIFE BE SPENT IN ANGUISH, AND PENURY, AND WANT, O LORD; 
  LET HIS SLEEP BE BESET WITH PAINS AND HIS AWAKING WITH PERPLEXITIES.
LET SLEEP BE WITHDRAWN FROM HIS EYELIDS AT NIGHT;
  LET HIM FAIL DISHONORABLY IN EVERY WORK OF HIS HANDS.
LET HIM COME HOME EMPTY-HANDED TO HIS HOUSE,
  AND HIS HOUSE BE VOID OF EVERYTHING WHEREWITH HE COULD SATE HIS APPETITE.
LET HIS OLD AGE BE SPENT IN CHILDLESS LONELINESS UNTIL HIS REMOVAL BY DEATH.
LET THE FLESH OF THE MEN-PLEASERS BE RENT BY WILD BEASTS,
  AND LET THE BONES OF THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS LIE DISHONORED IN THE SIGHT OF THE SUN.
LET RAVENS PECK OUT THE EYES OF THE HYPOCRITES.
FOR THEY HAVE LAID WASTE MANY HOUSES OF MEN, IN DISHONOR,
  AND SCATTERED THEM IN THEIR [SEXUAL] LUST;
AND THEY HAVE NOT REMEMBERED GOD,
  NOR FEARED GOD IN ALL THESE THINGS;
  BUT THEY HAVE [SEXUALLY] PROVOKED GOD'S ANGER AND [SEXUALLY] VEXED HIM.
MAY HE REMOVE THEM FROM OFF THE EARTH,
  BECAUSE WITH DECEIT THEY BEGUILED THE SOULS OF THE FLAWLESS.
BLESSED ARE THEY THAT FEAR THE LORD IN THEIR FLAWLESSNESS;
  THE LORD SHALL DELIVER THEM FROM GUILEFUL MEN AND [SEXUAL] SINNERS,
  AND DELIVER US FROM EVERY STUMBLING-BLOCK OF THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS (MEN).
LET GOD DESTROY THEM THAT [SEXUALLY] INSOLENTLY WORK ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS,
  FOR A GREAT AND MIGHTY JUDGE IS THE LORD OUR GOD IN RIGHTEOUSNESS.
LET THY MERCY, O LORD, BE UPON ALL THEM THAT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEE.
CHAPTER 5
A STATEMENT OF THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE INDESTRUCTIBILITY OF MATTER. ONE OF THE TENETS OF MODERN PHYSICS.
O LORD GOD, I WILL PRAISE THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WITH JOY,
  IN THE MIDST OF THEM THAT KNOW THY RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENTS.
FOR THOU ART GOOD AND MERCIFUL, THE REFUGE OF THE POOR;
  WHEN I CRY TO THEE, DO NOT SILENTLY DISREGARD ME.
FOR NO MAN TAKETH SPOIL FROM A MIGHTY MAN;
  WHO, THEN, CAN TAKE AUGHT OF A THAT THOU HAST MADE, EXCEPT THOU THYSELF GIVE?
FOR MAN AND HIS PORTION LIE BEFORE THEE IN THE BALANCE;
  HE CANNOT ADD TO, SO AS TO ENLARGE, WHAT HAS BEEN PRESCRIBED BY THEE.
O GOD, WHEN WE ARE IN DISTRESS WE CALL UPON THEE FOR HELP,
  AND THOU DOST NOT TURN BACK OUR PETITION, FOR THOU ART OUR GOD.
CAUSE NOT THY HAND TO BE HEAVY UPON US,
  LEST THROUGH NECESSITY WE [SEXUALLY] SIN.
EVEN THOUGH THOU RESTORE US NOT, WE WILL NOT KEEP AWAY;
  BUT UNTO THEE WILL WE COME.
FOR IF I HUNGER, UNTO THEE WILL I CRY, O GOD;
  AND THOU WILT GIVE TO ME.
BIRDS AND FISH DOST THOU NOURISH,
  IN THAT THOU GIVE RAIN TO THE STEPPES THAT GREEN GRASS MAY SPRING UP,
  SO TO PREPARE FODDER IN THE STEPPE FOR EVERY LIVING THING;
AND IF THEY HUNGER, UNTO THEE DO THEY LIFT UP THEIR FACE.
KINGS AND RULERS AND PEOPLES THOU DOST NOURISH, O GOD;
  AND WHO IS THE HELP OF THE POOR AND NEEDY, IF NOT THOU, O LORD? 
AND THOU WILT HEARKEN--FOR WHO IS GOOD AND GENTLE BUT THOU?
  MAKING GLAD THE SOUL OF THE HUMBLE BY OPENING THINE HAND IN MERCY.
MAN'S GOODNESS IS BESTOWED GRUDGINGLY AND...;
  AND IF HE, REPEAT IT WITHOUT MURMURING, EVEN THAT IS MARVELOUS.
BUT THY GIFT IS GREAT IN GOODNESS AND WEALTH,
  AND HE WHOSE HOPE IS SET ON THEE SHALL HAVE NO LACK OF GIFTS.
UPON THE WHOLE EARTH IS THY MERCY, O LORD, IN GOODNESS.
HAPPY IS HE WHOM GOD REMEMBERS IN GRANTING TO HIM A DUE SUFFICIENCY;
  IF A MAN, ABOUND OVERMUCH, HE [SEXUALLY] SINS.
SUFFICIENT ARE MODERATE MEANS WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS,
  AND HEREBY THE BLESSING OF THE LORD BECOMES ABUNDANCE WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS.
THEY THAT FEAR THE LORD REJOICE IN GOOD GIFTS,
  AND THY GOODNESS IS UPON ISRAEL IN THY KINGDOM.
BLESSED IS THE GLORY OF THE LORD, FOR HE IS OUR KING.
CHAPTER 6
A SONG OF HOPE AND FEARLESSNESS AND PEACE.
HAPPY IS THE MAN WHOSE HEART IS FIXED TO CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH];
  WHEN HE REMEMBERS THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], HE WILL BE SAVED.
HIS WAYS ARE MADE EVEN BY THE LORD,
  AND THE WORKS OF HIS HANDS ARE PRESERVED BY THE LORD HIS GOD.
AT WHAT HE SEES IN HIS BAD DREAMS, HIS SOUL SHALL NOT BE TROUBLED;
  WHEN HE PASSES THROUGH RIVERS AND THE TOSSING OF THE SEAS, HE SHALL NOT BE DISMAYED.
HE ARISES FROM HIS SLEEP, AND BLESSES THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]:
  WHEN HIS HEART IS AT PEACE, HE SINGS TO THE NAME OF HIS GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH],
  AND HE ENTREATS THE LORD FOR ALL HIS HOUSE.
AND THE LORD HEARETH THE PRAYER OF EVERY ONE THAT FEARS GOD,
  AND EVERY REQUEST OF THE SOUL THAT HOPES FOR HIM DOTH THE LORD ACCOMPLISH.
BLESSED IS THE LORD, WHO SHOWS MERCY TO THOSE WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM IN SINCERITY.
CHAPTER 7
THE FINE OLD DOCTRINE--"THOU ART OUR SHIELD!"
MAKE NOT THY DWELLING AFAR FROM US, O GOD;
  LEST THEY ASSAIL US THAT HATE US WITHOUT CAUSE.
FOR THOU HAST REJECTED THEM, O GOD;
  LET NOT THEIR FOOT TRAMPLE UPON THY HOLY INHERITANCE.
CHASTEN US THYSELF IN THY GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE;
  BUT GIVE US NOT UP TO THE NATIONS;
FOR, IF THOU SENDS PESTILENCE,
  THOU THYSELF GIVE IT CHARGE CONCERNING US;
FOR THOU ART MERCIFUL,
  AND WILT NOT BE ANGRY TO THE POINT OF CONSUMING US.
WHILE THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] DWELLETH IN OUR MIDST, WE SHALL FIND MERCY;
  AND THE NATIONS SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST US.
FOR THOU ART OUR SHIELD,
  AND WHEN WE CALL UPON THEE, THOU HEARKEN TO US;
FOR THOU WILT PITY THE SEED OF ISRAEL FOR EVER
  AND THOU WILT NOT REJECT THEM: 
BUT WE SHALL, BE UNDER THY YOKE FOR EVER,
  AND UNDER THE ROD OF THY CHASTENING.
THOU WILT ESTABLISH US IN THE TIME THAT THOU HELP US,
  SHOWING MERCY TO THE HOUSE OF JACOB ON THE DAY WHEREIN THOU DIDST PROMISE TO HELP THEM.
CHAPTER 8
SOME REMARKABLE SIMILES OF WAR CREEPING ON JERUSALEM. A SURVEY OF THE [SEXUAL] SINS THAT BROUGHT ALL THIS TROUBLE.
DISTRESS AND THE SOUND OF WAR HATH MY EAR HEARD,
  THE SOUND OF A TRUMPET ANNOUNCING SLAUGHTER AND CALAMITY,
THE SOUND OF MUCH PEOPLE AS OF AN EXCEEDING HIGH WIND,
  AS A TEMPEST WITH MIGHTY FIRE SWEEPING THROUGH THE NEGEB.
AND I SAID IN MY HEART, SURELY GOD JUDGES US;
  A SOUND I HEAR MOVING TOWARDS JERUSALEM, THE HOLY CITY
MY LOINS WERE BROKEN AT WHAT I HEARD, MY KNEES TOTTERED;
  MY HEART WAS AFRAID, MY BONES WERE DISMAYED LIKE FLAX.
I SAID: THEY ESTABLISH THEIR WAYS IN RIGHTEOUSNESS.
I [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT UPON THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD SINCE THE CREATION OF HEAVEN AND EARTH;
  I HELD GOD RIGHTEOUS IN HIS JUDGEMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN FROM OF OLD.
GOD BARE THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS IN THE FULL LIGHT OF DAY;
  ALL THE EARTH CAME TO KNOW THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENTS OF GOD.
IN SECRET PLACES UNDERGROUND THEIR INIQUITIES WERE COMMITTED TO [SEXUALLY] PROVOKE HIM TO ANGER;
THEY WROUGHT CONFUSION, SON WITH MOTHER AND FATHER WITH DAUGHTER;
  THEY COMMITTED ADULTERY, EVERY MAN WITH HIS NEIGHBOR’S WIFE.
THEY CONCLUDED COVENANTS WITH ONE ANOTHER WITH AN OATH TOUCHING THESE THINGS;
  THEY PLUNDERED THE SANCTUARY OF GOD, AS THOUGH THERE WAS NO AVENGER.
THEY TRODE THE ALTAR OF THE LORD, COMING STRAIGHT FROM ALL MANNER OF UNCLEANNESS;
  AND WITH MENSTRUAL BLOOD THEY DEFILED THE SACRIFICES, AS THOUGH THESE WERE COMMON FLESH.
THEY LEFT NO [SEXUAL] SIN UNDONE, WHEREIN THEY SURPASSED NOT THE HEATHEN.
THEREFORE, GOD MINGLED FOR THEM A SPIRIT OF WANDERING;
  AND GAVE THEM TO DRINK A CUP OF UNDILUTED WINE, THAT THEY MIGHT BECOME DRUNKEN.
HE BROUGHT HIM THAT IS FROM THE END OF THE EARTH, THAT SMITES MIGHTILY;
  HE DECREED WAR AGAINST JERUSALEM, AND AGAINST HER LAND.
THE PRINCES OF THE LAND WENT TO MEET HIM WITH JOY: THEY SAID UNTO HIM:
  BLESSED BE THY WAY! COME YE, ENTER YE IN WITH PEACE.
THEY MADE THE ROUGH WAYS EVEN, BEFORE HIS ENTERING IN;
  THEY OPENED THE GATES TO JERUSALEM, THEY CROWNED ITS WALLS.
AS A FATHER ENTERS THE HOUSE OF HIS SONS, SO HE ENTERED JERUSALEM IN PEACE;
  HE ESTABLISHED HIS FEET THERE IN GREAT SAFETY.
HE CAPTURED HER FORTRESSES AND THE WALL OF JERUSALEM;
  FOR GOD HIMSELF LED HIM IN SAFETY, WHILE THEY WANDERED.
HE DESTROYED THEIR PRINCES AND EVERY ONE WISE IN [SEXUAL] COUNSEL;
  HE POURED OUT THE BLOOD OF THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM, LIKE THE WATER OF UNCLEANNESS. 
HE LED AWAY THEIR SONS AND DAUGHTERS, WHOM THEY HAD BEGOTTEN IN DEFILEMENT.
THEY DID ACCORDING TO THEIR UNCLEANNESS, EVEN AS THEIR FATHERS HAD DONE:
  THEY DEFILED JERUSALEM AND THE THINGS THAT HAD BEEN HALLOWED TO THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH].
BUT GOD HATH SHOWN HIMSELF RIGHTEOUS IN HIS JUDGEMENTS UPON THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH;
  AND THE PIOUS SERVANTS OF GOD ARE LIKE INNOCENT LAMBS IN THEIR MIDST.
WORTHY TO BE PRAISED IS THE LORD THAT JUDGES THE WHOLE EARTH IN HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS.
BEHOLD, NOW, O GOD, THOU HAST SHOWN US THY JUDGEMENT IN THY RIGHTEOUSNESS;
  OUR EYES HAVE SEEN THY JUDGEMENTS, O GOD.
WE HAVE JUSTIFIED THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT IS HONORED FOR EVER;
  FOR THOU ARE THE GOD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, JUDGING ISRAEL WITH CHASTENING.
TURN, O GOD, THY MERCY UPON US, AND HAVE PITY UPON US;
  GATHER TOGETHER THE DISPERSED OF ISRAEL, WITH MERCY AND GOODNESS;
FOR THY FAITHFULNESS IS WITH US,
AND THOUGH WE HAVE STIFFENED OUR NECK, YET THOU ART OUR CHASTENER;
  OVERLOOK US NOT, O OUR GOD, LEST THE NATIONS SWALLOW US UP, AS THOUGH THERE WERE NONE TO DELIVER.
BUT THOU ART OUR GOD FROM THE BEGINNING,
  AND UPON THEE IS OUR HOPE SET, O LORD;
AND WE WILL NOT DEPART FROM THEE,
  FOR GOOD ARE THY JUDGEMENTS UPON US.
OURS AND OUR CHILDREN'S BE THY GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE FOR EVER;
  O LORD, OUR SAVIOR, WE SHALL NEVER MORE BE MOVED.
THE LORD IS WORTHY TO BE PRAISED FOR HIS JUDGEMENTS WITH THE MOUTH OF HIS PIOUS ONES;
  AND BLESSED BE ISRAEL OF THE LORD FOR EVER.
CHAPTER 9
THE EXILE OF THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. A REFERENCE TO THE COVENANT WHICH GOD MADE WITH ADAM. 
WHEN ISRAEL WAS LED AWAY CAPTIVE INTO A STRANGE LAND,
  WHEN THEY FELL AWAY FROM THE LORD WHO REDEEMED THEM,
  THEY WERE CAST AWAY FROM THE INHERITANCE, WHICH THE LORD HAD GIVEN THEM.
AMONG EVERY NATION WERE THE DISPERSED OF ISRAEL ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD,
  THAT THOU MIGHTY BE JUSTIFIED, O GOD, IN THY RIGHTEOUSNESS BY REASON OF OUR TRANSGRESSIONS:
  FOR THOU ART A JUST JUDGE OVER ALL THE PEOPLES OF THE EARTH.
FOR FROM THY KNOWLEDGE NONE THAT DOETH UNJUSTLY IS HIDDEN,
  AND THE RIGHTEOUS [SEXLESS] DEEDS OF THY PIOUS ONES ARE BEFORE THEE, O LORD;
  WHERE, THEN, CAN A MAN HIDE HIMSELF FROM THY KNOWLEDGE, O GOD?
OUR WORKS ARE SUBJECT TO OUR OWN CHOICE AND POWER
  TO DO RIGHT OR WRONG IN THE WORKS OF OUR HANDS;
  AND IN THY RIGHTEOUSNESS THOU VISIT THE SONS OF MEN.
HE THAT DOETH RIGHTEOUSNESS LAY UP LIFE FOR HIMSELF WITH THE LORD;
  AND HE THAT DOETH WRONGLY FORFEITS HIS LIFE TO DESTRUCTION; 
FOR THE JUDGEMENTS OF THE LORD ARE GIVEN IN RIGHTEOUSNESS TO EVERY MAN AND HIS HOUSE.
UNTO WHOM ART THOU GOOD, O GOD, EXCEPT TO THEM THAT CALL UPON THE LORD?
  HE CLEANSES FROM [SEXUAL] SINS A SOUL WHEN IT MAKES CONFESSION, WHEN IT MAKES ACKNOWLEDGEMENT;
  FOR SHAME IS UPON US AND U ON OUR FACES ON ACCOUNT OF ALL THESE THINGS.
AND TO WHOM DOTH HE FORGIVE [NON-SEXUAL] SINS, EXCEPT TO THEM THAT HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED?
  THOU BLESS THE RIGHTEOUS, AND DOST NOT REPROVE THEM FOR THE [SEXUAL] SINS THAT THEY HAVE COMMITTED;
  AND THY GOODNESS IS UPON THEM THAT [SEXUAL] SIN, WHEN THEY REPENT.
AND, NOW, THOU ART OUR GOD, AND WE THE PEOPLE WHOM THOU HAST [SEXLESSLY] LOVED:
  BEHOLD AND SHOW PITY, O GOD OF ISRAEL, FOR WE ARE THINE;
  AND REMOVE NOT THY MERCY FROM US, LEST THEY ASSAIL US.
FOR THOU DIDST CHOOSE THE SEED OF ABRAHAM BEFORE ALL THE NATIONS,
  AND DIDST SET THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] UPON US, O LORD,
  AND THOU WILT NOT REJECT US FOR EVER.
THOU MADE A COVENANT WITH OUR FATHERS CONCERNING US;
  AND WE HOPE IN THEE, WHEN OUR SOUL TURNS UNTO THEE.
  THE MERCY OF THE LORD BE UPON THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL FOR EVER AND EVER.
CHAPTER 10
A GLORIOUS HYMN. FURTHER REFERENCE TO THE ETERNAL COVENANT BETWEEN GOD AND MAN.
HAPPY IS THE MAN WHOM THE LORD REMEMBERS WITH REPROVING,
  AND WHOM HE RESTRAINS FROM THE WAY OF EVIL WITH STROKES
  THAT HE MAY BE CLEANSED FROM [SEXUAL] SIN, THAT IT MAY NOT BE MULTIPLIED.
HE THAT MAKES READY HIS BACK FOR STROKES SHALL BE CLEANSED,
  FOR THE LORD IS GOOD TO THEM THAT ENDURE CHASTENING.
FOR HE MAKES STRAIGHT THE WAYS OF THE RIGHTEOUS,
  AND DOTH NOT PERVERT THEM BY HIS CHASTENING.
AND THE MERCY OF THE LORD IS UPON THEM THAT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM IN TRUTH,
  AND THE LORD REMEMBERS HIS SERVANTS IN MERCY.
FOR THE TESTIMONY IS IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE ETERNAL COVENANT,
  THE TESTIMONY OF THE LORD IS ON THE WAYS OF MEN IN HIS VISITATION.
JUST AND KIND IS OUR LORD IN HIS JUDGEMENTS FOR EVER,
  AND ISRAEL SHALL PRAISE THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN GLADNESS.
AND THE PIOUS SHALL GIVE THANKS IN THE ASSEMBLY OF THE PEOPLE;
  AND ON THE POOR SHALL GOD HAVE MERCY IN THE GLADNESS OF ISRAEL;
FOR GOOD AND MERCIFUL IS GOD FOR EVER,
  AND THE ASSEMBLIES OF ISRAEL SHALL GLORIFY THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH].
THE SALVATION OF THE LORD BE UPON THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL UNTO EVERLASTING GLADNESS!
CHAPTER 11
JERUSALEM HEARS A TRUMPET AND STANDS ON TIPTOE TO SEE HER CHILDREN RETURNING FROM THE NORTH, EAST AND WEST.
BLOW YE IN ZION ON THE TRUMPET TO SUMMON THE SAINTS,
  CAUSE YE TO BE HEARD IN JERUSALEM THE VOICE OF HIM THAT BRINGETH GOOD TIDINGS; 
  FOR GOD HATH HAD PITY ON ISRAEL IN VISITING THEM.
STAND ON THE HEIGHT, O JERUSALEM, AND BEHOLD THY CHILDREN,
  FROM THE EAST AND THE WEST, GATHERED TOGETHER BY THE LORD;
FROM THE NORTH THEY COME IN THE GLADNESS OF THEIR GOD,
  FROM THE ISLES AFAR OFF GOD HATH GATHERED THEM.
HIGH MOUNTAINS HATH HE ABASED INTO A PLAIN FOR THEM;
  THE HILLS FLED AT THEIR ENTRANCE.
THE WOODS GAVE THEM SHELTER AS THEY PASSED BY;
  EVERY SWEET-SMELLING TREE GOD CAUSED TO SPRING UP FOR THEM,
  THAT ISRAEL MIGHT PASS BY IN THE VISITATION OF THE GLORY OF THEIR GOD.
PUT ON, O JERUSALEM, THY GLORIOUS GARMENTS;
  MAKE READY THY HOLY ROBE;
  FOR GOD HATH SPOKEN GOOD CONCERNING ISRAEL, FOR EVER AND EVER.
LET THE LORD DO WHAT HE HATH SPOKEN CONCERNING ISRAEL AND JERUSALEM;
  LET THE LORD RAISE UP ISRAEL BY HIS GLORIOUS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH].
THE MERCY OF THE LORD BE UPON ISRAEL FOR EVER AND EVER.
CHAPTER 12
AN APPEAL FOR FAMILY TRANQUILITY AND PEACE AND QUIET AT HOME.
O LORD, DELIVER MY SOUL FROM THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS AND WICKED MAN,
  FROM THE TONGUE THAT IS [SEXUAL] LAWLESS AND SLANDEROUS, AND SPEAKS LIES AND DECEIT.
MANIFOLD TWISTED ARE THE [SEXUAL] WORDS OF THE TONGUE OF THE WICKED MAN,
  EVEN AS AMONG A PEOPLE A FIRE THAT BURNS UP THEIR BEAUTY.
SO HE DELIGHTS TO FILL HOUSES WITH A LYING TONGUE,
  TO CUT DOWN THE TREES OF GLADNESS WHICH SETS ON FIRE TRANSGRESSORS,
  TO INVOLVE HOUSEHOLDS IN WARFARE BY MEANS OF SLANDEROUS LIPS.
MAY GOD REMOVE FAR FROM THE INNOCENT THE LIPS OF TRANSGRESSORS BY BRINGING THEM TO WANT
  AND MAY THE BONES OF SLANDERERS BE SCATTERED FAR AWAY FROM THEM THAT FEAR THE LORD!
  IN FLAMING FIRE PERISH THE SLANDEROUS TONGUE FAR AWAY FROM THE PIOUS!
MAY THE LORD PRESERVE THE QUIET SOUL THAT HATES THE UNRIGHTEOUS;
  AND MAY THE LORD ESTABLISH THE MAN THAT FOLLOWS PEACE AT HOME.
THE SALVATION OF THE LORD BE UPON ISRAEL HIS SERVANT FOR EVER;
  AND LET THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS PERISH TOGETHER AT THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD;
  BUT LET THE LORD'S PIOUS ONES INHERIT THE PROMISES OF THE LORD.
CHAPTER 13
OF SOLOMON. A PSALM. COMFORT FOR THE RIGHTEOUS.
THE RIGHT HAND OF THE LORD HATH COVERED ME;
  THE RIGHT HAND OF THE LORD HATH SPARED US.
THE ARM OF THE LORD HATH SAVED US FROM THE SWORD THAT PASSED THROUGH,
  FROM FAMINE AND THE DEATH OF [SEXUAL] SINNERS.
NOISOME BEASTS RAN UPON THEM:
  WITH THEIR TEETH THEY TORE THEIR FLESH,
  AND WITH THEIR MOLARS CRUSHED THEIR BONES.
BUT FROM ALL THESE THINGS THE LORD DELIVERED US. 
THE RIGHTEOUS WAS TROUBLED ON ACCOUNT OF HIS [SEXUAL] ERRORS,
  LEST HE SHOULD BE TAKEN AWAY ALONG WITH THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS;
FOR TERRIBLE IS THE OVERTHROW OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNER;
  BUT NOT ONE OF ALL THESE THINGS TOUCHES THE RIGHTEOUS.
FOR NOT ALIKE ARE THE CHASTENING OF THE RIGHTEOUS FOR [SEXUAL] SINS DONE IN IGNORANCE,
  AND THE OVERTHROW OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS.
SECRETLY IS THE RIGHTEOUS CHASTENED,
  LEST THE [SEXUAL] SINNER REJOICE OVER THE RIGHTEOUS.
FOR HE CORRECTS THE RIGHTEOUS AS A BELOVED SON.
  AND HIS CHASTISEMENT IS AS THAT OF A FIRST-BORN.
FOR THE LORD SPARES HIS PIOUS ONES,
  AND BLOTS OUT THEIR [SEXUAL] ERRORS BY HIS CHASTENING.
FOR THE LIFE OF THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE FOR EVER;
  BUT [SEXUAL] SINNERS SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY INTO DESTRUCTION,,
  AND THEIR MEMORIAL SHALL BE FOUND NO MORE.
BUT UPON THE PIOUS IS THE MERCY OF THE LORD,
  AND UPON THEM THAT FEAR HIM HIS MERCY.
CHAPTER 14
[SEXUAL] SINNERS "[SEXUAL] LOVE THE BRIEF DAY SPENT IN COMPANIONSHIP WITH THEIR [SEXUAL] SIN." PROFOUND WISDOM, BEAUTIFULLY EXPRESSED.
FAITHFUL IS THE LORD TO THEM THAT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM IN TRUTH,
  TO THEM THAT ENDURE HIS CHASTENING,
TO THEM THAT WALK IN THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF HIS COMMANDMENTS,
  IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH HE COMMANDED US THAT WE MIGHT LIVE.
THE PIOUS OF THE LORD SHALL LIVE BY IT FOR EVER;
  THE PARADISE OF THE LORD, THE TREES OF LIFE, ARE HIS PIOUS ONES.
THEIR PLANTING IS ROOTED FOR EVER;
  THEY SHALL NOT BE PLUCKED UP ALL THE DAYS OF HEAVEN:
FOR THE PORTION AND THE INHERITANCE OF GOD IS ISRAEL.
BUT NOT SO ARE THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS AND TRANSGRESSORS,
  WHO [SEXUALLY] LOVE THE BRIEF DAY SPENT IN COMPANIONSHIP WITH THEIR [SEXUAL] SIN;
THEIR DELIGHT IS IN FLEETING [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION,
  AND THEY REMEMBER NOT GOD.
FOR THE WAYS OF MEN ARE KNOWN BEFORE HIM AT ALL TIMES,
  AND HE KNOWS THE SECRETS OF THE HEART BEFORE THEY COME TO PASS.
THEREFORE THEIR INHERITANCE IS SHEOL AND DARKNESS AND DESTRUCTION
  AND THEY SHALL NOT BE FOUND IN THE DAY WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS OBTAIN MERCY;
BUT THE PIOUS OF THE LORD SHALL INHERIT LIFE IN GLADNESS.
CHAPTER 15
THE PSALMIST RESTATES THE GREAT PHILOSOPHY OF RIGHT AND WRONG.
WHEN I WAS IN DISTRESS I CALLED UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH],
  I HOPED FOR THE HELP OF THE GOD OF JACOB AND WAS SAVED;
  FOR THE HOPE AND REFUGE OF THE POOR ART THOU, O GOD.
FOR WHO, O GOD, IS STRONG EXCEPT TO GIVE THANKS UNTO THEE IN TRUTH?
  AND WHEREIN IS A MAN POWERFUL EXCEPT IN GIVING THANKS, TO THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]?
A NEW PSALM WITH SONG IN GLADNESS OF HEART,
  THE FRUIT OF THE LIPS WITH THE WELL-TUNED INSTRUMENT OF THE TONGUE,
  THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE LIPS FROM A PIOUS AND RIGHTEOUS HEART-- 
HE THAT OFFERS THESE THINGS SHALL NEVER BE SHAKEN BY EVIL;
  THE FLAME OF FIRE AND THE WRATH AGAINST THE UNRIGHTEOUS SHALL NOT TOUCH HIM,
WHEN IT GOES FORTH FROM THE FACE OF THE LORD AGAINST [SEXUAL] SINNERS,
  TO DESTROY ALL THE SUBSTANCE OF [SEXUAL] SINNERS,
FOR THE MARK OF GOD IS UPON THE RIGHTEOUS THAT THEY MAY BE SAVED.
FAMINE AND SWORD AND PESTILENCE SHALL BE FAR FROM THE RIGHTEOUS,
  FOR THEY SHALL FLEE AWAY FROM THE PIOUS AS MEN PURSUED IN WAR;
BUT THEY SHALL PURSUE [SEXUAL] SINNERS AND OVERTAKE THEM,
  AND THEY THAT DO [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS SHALL NOT ESCAPE THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD;
AS BY ENEMIES EXPERIENCED IN WAR SHALL THEY BE OVERTAKEN,
  FOR THE MARK OF DESTRUCTION IS UPON THEIR FOREHEAD.
AND THE INHERITANCE OF [SEXUAL] SINNERS IS DESTRUCTION AND DARKNESS,
  AND THEIR INIQUITIES SHALL PURSUE THEM UNTO SHEOL BENEATH.
THEIR INHERITANCE SHALL NOT BE FOUND OF THEIR CHILDREN,
  FOR [SEXUAL] SINS SHALL LAY WASTE THE HOUSES OF [SEXUAL] SINNERS.
AND [SEXUAL] SINNERS SHALL PERISH FOR EVER IN THE DAY OF THE LORD'S JUDGEMENT,
  WHEN GOD VISITS THE EARTH WITH HIS JUDGEMENT.
BUT THEY THAT FEAR THE LORD SHALL FIND MERCY THEREIN,
  AND SHALL LIVE BY THE COMPASSION OF THEIR GOD;
BUT [SEXUAL] SINNERS SHALL PERISH FOR EVER.
CHAPTER 16
THE PSALMIST AGAIN EXPRESSES PROFOUND TRUTH--"FOR IF THOU GIVE NOT STRENGTH, WHO CAN ENDURE CHASTISEMENT?"
WHEN MY SOUL SLUMBERED BEING AFAR FROM THE LORD, I HAD ALL BUT SLIPPED DOWN TO THE PIT,
  WHEN I WAS FAR FROM GOD, MY SOUL HAD BEEN WELL-NIGH POURED OUT UNTO DEATH,
I HAD BEEN NIGH UNTO THE GATES OF SHEOL WITH THE [SEXUAL] SINNER,
  WHEN MY SOUL DEPARTED FROM THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL--
HAD NOT THE LORD HELPED ME WITH HIS EVERLASTING MERCY.
HE PRICKED ME, AS A HORSE IS PRICKED, THAT I MIGHT SERVE HIM,
  MY SAVIOR AND HELPER AT ALL TIMES SAVED ME.
I WILL GIVE THANKS UNTO THEE, O GOD, FOR THOU HAST HELPED ME TO MY SALVATION;
  AND HAST NOT COUNTED ME WITH [SEXUAL] SINNERS TO MY DESTRUCTION.
REMOVE NOT THY MERCY FROM ME, O GOD,
  NOR THY MEMORIAL FROM MY HEART UNTIL I DIE.
RULE ME, O GOD, KEEPING ME BACK FROM WICKED [SEXUAL] SIN,
  AND FROM EVERY WICKED WOMAN THAT CAUSES THE SIMPLE TO STUMBLE.
AND LET NOT THE BEAUTY OF A [SEXUAL] LAWLESS WOMAN BEGUILE ME,
  NOR ANY ONE THAT IS SUBJECT TO UNPROFITABLE [SEXUAL] SIN.
ESTABLISH THE WORKS OF MY HANDS BEFORE THEE,
  AND PRESERVE MY GOINGS IN THE REMEMBRANCE OF THEE.
PROTECT MY TONGUE AND MY LIPS WITH [SEXLESS] WORDS OF TRUTH;
  ANGER AND UNREASONING WRATH PUT FAR FROM ME.
MURMURING, AND IMPATIENCE IN AFFLICTION, REMOVE FAR FROM ME
  WHEN, IF I [SEXUALLY] SIN, THOU CHASTEN ME THAT I MAY RETURN UNTO THEE.
BUT WITH GOODWILL AND CHEERFULNESS SUPPORT MY SOUL;
  WHEN THOU STRENGTHEN MY SOUL, WHAT IS GIVEN TO ME WILL BE SUFFICIENT FOR ME.
FOR IF THOU GIVE NOT STRENGTH,
WHO CAN ENDURE CHASTISEMENT WITH POVERTY? 
WHEN A MAN IS REBUKED BY MEANS OF HIS [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION,
  THY TESTING OF HIM IS IN HIS FLESH AND IN THE AFFLICTION OF POVERTY.
IF THE RIGHTEOUS ENDURES IN ALL THESE TRIALS, HE SHALL RECEIVE MERCY FROM THE LORD.
CHAPTER 17
"THEY SET A WORLDLY MONARCHY…THEY LAY WASTE THE THRONE OF DAVID!' A POETIC NARRATIVE ABOUT THE UTTER DISINTEGRATION OF A GREAT NATION.
O LORD, THOU ART OUR KING FOR EVER AND EVER,
  FOR IN THEE, O GOD, DOTH OUR SOUL GLORY.
HOW LONG ARE THE DAYS OF MAN'S LIFE UPON THE EARTH?
  AS ARE HIS DAYS, SO IS THE HOPE SET UPON HIM.
BUT WE HOPE IN GOD, OUR DELIVERER;
FOR THE MIGHT OF OUR GOD IS FOR EVER WITH MERCY,
  AND THE KINGDOM OF OUR GOD IS FOR EVER OVER THE NATIONS IN JUDGEMENT.
THOU, O LORD, DIDST CHOOSE DAVID TO BE KING OVER ISRAEL,
  AND SWORN TO HIM TOUCHING HIS SEED THAT NEVER SHOULD HIS KINGDOM FAIL BEFORE THEE.
BUT, FOR OUR [SEXUAL] SINS, [SEXUAL] SINNERS ROSE UP AGAINST US;
  THEY ASSAILED US AND THRUST US OUT;
  WHAT THOU HAD NOT PROMISED TO THEM, THEY TOOK AWAY FROM US WITH VIOLENCE.
THEY IN NO WISE GLORIFIED THY HONORABLE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; 
  THEY SET A WORLDLY MONARCHY IN PLACE OF THAT WHICH WAS THEIR EXCELLENCY;
  THEY LAID WASTE THE THRONE OF DAVID IN TUMULTUOUS [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE.
BUT THOU, O GOD, DIDST CAST THEM DOWN, AND REMOVE THEIR SEED FROM THE EARTH,
  IN THAT THERE ROSE UP AGAINST THEM A MAN THAT WAS ALIEN TO OUR RACE.
ACCORDING TO THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS DIDST THOU RECOMPENSE THEM, O GOD;
  SO THAT IT BEFELL THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS.
GOD SHOWED THEM NO PITY;
  HE SOUGHT OUT THEIR SEED AND LET NOT ONE OF THEM GO FREE.
FAITHFUL IS THE LORD IN ALL HIS JUDGEMENTS
  WHICH HE DOETH UPON THE EARTH.
THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS ONE LAID WASTE OUR LAND SO THAT NONE INHABITED IT,
  THEY DESTROYED YOUNG AND OLD AND THEIR CHILDREN TOGETHER.
IN THE HEAT OF HIS ANGER HE SENT THEM AWAY EVEN UNTO THE WEST,
  AND HE EXPOSED THE RULERS OF THE LAND UNSPARINGLY TO DERISION.
BEING AN ALIEN THE ENEMY ACTED PROUDLY,
  AND HIS HEART WAS ALIEN FROM OUR GOD.
AND ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER HE DID IN JERUSALEM,
  AS ALSO THE NATIONS IN THE CITIES TO THEIR GODS.
AND THE CHILDREN OF THE COVENANT IN THE MIDST OF THE MINGLED PEOPLES SURPASSED THEM IN EVIL.
  THERE WAS NOT AMONG THEM ONE THAT WROUGHT IN THE MIDST OF JERUSALEM MERCY AND TRUTH.
THEY THAT [SEXLESSLY] LOVED THE SYNAGOGUES OF THE PIOUS FLED FROM THEM,
  AS SPARROWS THAT FLY FROM THEIR NEST.
THEY WANDERED IN DESERTS THAT THEIR LIVES MIGHT BE SAVED FROM HARM, 
  AND PRECIOUS IN THE EYES OF THEM THAT LIVED ABROAD WAS ANY THAT ESCAPED ALIVE FROM THEM.
  OVER THE WHOLE EARTH WERE THEY SCATTERED BY [SEXUAL] LAWLESS MEN.
FOR THE HEAVENS WITHHELD THE RAIN FROM DROPPING UPON THE EARTH,
  SPRINGS WERE STOPPED THAT SPRANG PERENNIALLY OUT OF THE DEEPS, THAT RAN DOWN FROM LOFTY MOUNTAINS.
FOR THERE WAS NONE AMONG THEM THAT WROUGHT RIGHTEOUSNESS AND JUSTICE;
  FROM THE CHIEF OF THEM TO THE LEAST OF THEM ALL WERE [SEXUALLY] SINFUL;
  THE KING WAS A TRANSGRESSOR, AND THE JUDGE DISOBEDIENT, AND THE PEOPLE [SEXUALLY] SINFUL.
BEHOLD, O LORD, AND RAISE UP UNTO THEM THEIR KING, THE SON OF DAVID,
  AT THE TIME IN THE WHICH THOU SEE, O GOD, THAT HE MAY REIGN OVER ISRAEL THY SERVANT.
AND GIRD HIM WITH STRENGTH, THAT HE MAY SHATTER UNRIGHTEOUS RULERS,
  AND THAT HE MAY PURGE JERUSALEM FROM NATIONS THAT TRAMPLE HER DOWN TO DESTRUCTION.
WISELY, RIGHTEOUSLY HE SHALL THRUST OUT [SEXUAL] SINNERS FROM THE INHERITANCE,
  HE SHALL DESTROY THE PRIDE OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNER AS A POTTER'S VESSEL.
WITH A ROD OF IRON HE SHALL BREAK IN PIECES ALL THEIR SUBSTANCE,
  HE SHALL DESTROY THE GODLESS NATIONS WITH THE WORD OF HIS MOUTH;
AT HIS REBUKE NATIONS SHALL FLEE BEFORE HIM,
  AND HE SHALL REPROVE [SEXUAL] SINNERS FOR THE [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS OF THEIR HEART.
AND HE SHALL GATHER TOGETHER A HOLY PEOPLE, WHOM HE SHALL LEAD IN RIGHTEOUSNESS,
  AND HE SHALL JUDGE THE TRIBES OF THE PEOPLE THAT HAS BEEN SANCTIFIED BY THE LORD HIS GOD.
AND HE SHALL NOT SUFFER UNRIGHTEOUSNESS TO LODGE ANY MORE IN THEIR MIDST,
  NOR SHALL THERE DWELL WITH THEM ANY MAN THAT KNOWS WICKEDNESS,
  FOR HE SHALL KNOW THEM, THAT THEY ARE ALL SONS OF THEIR GOD.
AND HE SHALL DIVIDE THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR TRIBES UPON THE LAND,
  AND NEITHER SOJOURNER NOR ALIEN SHALL SOJOURN WITH THEM ANY MORE.
HE SHALL JUDGE PEOPLES AND NATIONS IN THE WISDOM OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. SELAH.
AND HE SHALL HAVE THE HEATHEN NATIONS TO SERVE HIM UNDER HIS YOKE;
  AND HE SHALL GLORIFY THE LORD IN A PLACE TO BE SEEN OF ALL THE EARTH;
  AND HE SHALL PURGE JERUSALEM, MAKING IT HOLY AS OF OLD:
SO THAT NATIONS SHALL COME FROM THE ENDS OF THE EARTH TO SEE HIS GLORY,
  BRINGING AS GIFTS HER SONS WHO HAD FAINTED.
  AND TO SEE THE GLORY OF THE LORD, WHEREWITH GOD HATH GLORIFIED HER.
AND HE SHALL BE A RIGHTEOUS KING, TAUGHT OF GOD, OVER THEM,
AND THERE SHALL BE NO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS IN HIS DAYS IN THEIR MIDST,
  FOR ALL SHALL BE HOLY AND THEIR KING THE ANOINTED OF THE LORD.
FOR HE SHALL NOT PUT HIS TRUST IN HORSE AND RIDER AND BOW,
  NOR SHALL HE MULTIPLY FOR HIMSELF GOLD AND SILVER FOR WAR,
NOR SHALL HE GATHER CONFIDENCE FROM A MULTITUDE FOR THE DAY OF BATTLE. 
THE LORD HIMSELF IS HIS KING, THE HOPE OF HIM THAT IS MIGHTY THROUGH HIS HOPE IN GOD.
ALL NATIONS SHALL BE IN FEAR BEFORE HIM,
  FOR HE WILL SMITE THE EARTH WITH THE WORD OF HIS MOUTH FOR EVER.
HE WILL BLESS THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD WITH WISDOM AND GLADNESS,
  AND HE HIMSELF WILL BE PURE FROM [SEXUAL] SIN, SO THAT HE MAY RULE A GREAT PEOPLE.
HE WILL REBUKE RULERS, AND REMOVE [SEXUAL] SINNERS BY THE MIGHT OF HIS WORD;
  AND RELYING UPON HIS GOD, THROUGHOUT HIS DAYS HE WILL NOT STUMBLE;
FOR GOD WILL MAKE HIM MIGHTY BY MEANS OF HIS HOLY SPIRIT,
  AND WISE BY MEANS OF THE SPIRIT OF UNDERSTANDING, WITH STRENGTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS.
AND THE BLESSING OF THE LORD WILL BE WITH HIM: HE WILL BE STRONG AND STUMBLE NOT;
  HIS HOPE WILL BE IN THE LORD: WHO THEN CAN PREVAIL AGAINST HIM?
HE WILL, BE MIGHTY IN HIS WORKS, AND STRONG IN THE FEAR OF GOD,
  HE WILL BE SHEPHERDING THE FLOCK OF THE LORD FAITHFULLY AND RIGHTEOUSLY,
  AND WILL SUFFER NONE AMONG THEM TO STUMBLE IN THEIR PASTURE.
HE WILL LEAD THEM ALL ARIGHT,
  AND THERE WILL BE NO PRIDE AMONG THEM THAT ANY AMONG THEM SHOULD BE OPPRESSED.
THIS WILL BE THE MAJESTY OF THE KING OF ISRAEL WHOM GOD KNOWS;
  HE WILL RAISE HIM UP OVER THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL TO CORRECT HIM.
HIS [SEXLESS] WORDS SHALL BE MORE REFINED THAN COSTLY GOLD, THE CHOICEST;
  IN THE ASSEMBLIES HE WILL JUDGE THE PEOPLES, THE TRIBES OF THE SANCTIFIED.
HIS [SEXLESS] WORDS SHALL BE LIKE THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE HOLY ONES IN THE MIDST OF SANCTIFIED PEOPLES.
BLESSED BE THEY THAT SHALL BE IN THOSE DAYS,
  IN THAT THEY SHALL SEE THE GOOD FORTUNE OF ISRAEL WHICH GOD SHALL BRING TO PASS IN THE GATHERING TOGETHER OF THE TRIBES.
MAY THE LORD HASTEN HIS MERCY UPON ISRAEL!
  MAY HE DELIVER US FROM THE UNCLEANNESS OF UNHOLY ENEMIES!
THE LORD HIMSELF IS OUR KING FOR EVER AND EVER.
CHAPTER 18
WITH THIS PSALM END THE WARLIKE SONGS OF SOLOMON.
LORD, THY MERCY IS OVER THE WORKS OF THY HANDS FOR EVER;
  THY GOODNESS IS OVER ISRAEL WITH A RICH GIFT.
THINE EYES LOOK UPON THEM, SO THAT NONE OF THEM SUFFERS WANT;
  THINE EARS LISTEN TO THE HOPEFUL PRAYER OF THE POOR.
THY JUDGEMENTS ARE EXECUTED UPON THE WHOLE EARTH IN MERCY;
  AND THY [SEXLESS] LOVE IS TOWARD THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL.
THY CHASTISEMENT IS UPON US AS UPON A FIRST-BORN, ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON,
  TO TURN BACK THE OBEDIENT SOUL FROM FOLLY THAT IS WROUGHT IN IGNORANCE.
MAY GOD CLEANSE ISRAEL AGAINST THE DAY OF MERCY AND BLESSING,
  AGAINST THE DAY OF CHOICE WHEN
BLESSED SHALL THEY BE THAT SHALL BE IN THOSE DAYS,
  HE BRINGETH BACK HIS ANOINTED. 
IN THAT THEY SHALL SEE THE GOODNESS OF THE LORD WHICH HE SHALL PERFORM FOR THE GENERATION THAT IS TO COME,
UNDER THE ROD OF CHASTENING OF THE LORD'S ANOINTED IN THE FEAR OF HIS GOD,
  IN THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AND STRENGTH;
THAT HE MAY DIRECT EVERY MAN IN THE WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS BY THE FEAR OF GOD,
  THAT HE MAY ESTABLISH THEM ALL BEFORE THE LORD,
  A GOOD GENERATION LIVING IN THE FEAR OF GOD IN THE DAYS OF MERCY. SELAH.
GREAT IS OUR GOD AND GLORIOUS, DWELLING IN THE [MOST] HIGHEST.
IT IS HE WHO HATH ESTABLISHED IN THEIR COURSES THE LIGHTS OF HEAVEN FOR DETERMINING SEASONS FROM YEAR TO YEAR,
  AND THEY HAVE NOT TURNED ASIDE FROM THE WAY WHICH HE APPOINTED THEM.
IN THE FEAR OF GOD THEY PURSUE THEIR PATH EVERY DAY,
  FROM THE DAY GOD CREATED THEM AND FOR EVERMORE.
AND THEY HAVE ERRED NOT SINCE THE DAY HE CREATED THEM.
  SINCE THE GENERATIONS OF OLD THEY HAVE NOT WITHDRAWN FROM THEIR PATH,
  UNLESS GOD COMMANDED THEM SO TO DO BY THE COMMAND OF HIS SERVANTS.
THE ODES OF SOLOMON
ODE 1
THIS ODE IS THE CROWN OF TRUTH.
1 THE LORD IS ON MY HEAD LIKE A CROWN, AND I SHALL NOT BE WITHOUT HIM.
2 THEY WOVE FOR ME A CROWN OF TRUTH, AND IT CAUSED THY BRANCHES TO BUD IN ME.
3 FOR IT IS NOT LIKE A WITHERED CROWN WHICH BUDS NOT: BUT THOU LIVE UPON MY HEAD, AND THOU HAST BLOSSOMED UPON MY HEAD.
4 THY FRUITS ARE FULL-GROWN AND PERFECT, THEY ARE FULL OF THY SALVATION.
ODE 2
(NO PART OF THIS ODE HAS EVER BEEN IDENTIFIED.)
ODE 3
THE FIRST WORDS OF THIS ODE HAVE DISAPPEARED.
1 …I PUT ON:
2 AND HIS MEMBERS ARE WITH HIM. AND ON THEM DO I STAND, AND HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVES ME:
3 FOR I SHOULD NOT HAVE KNOWN HOW TO [SEXLESS] LOVE THE LORD, IF HE HAD NOT [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ME.
4 FOR WHO IS ABLE TO DISTINGUISH [SEXLESS] LOVE, EXCEPT THE ONE THAT IS [SEXLESSLY] LOVED?
5 I LOVE THE BELOVED, AND MY SOUL [SEXLESSLY] LOVES HIM:
6 AND WHERE HIS REST IS, THERE ALSO AM I;
7 AND I SHALL BE NO STRANGER, FOR WITH THE LORD MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] & MERCIFUL THERE IS NO GRUDGING.
8 I HAVE BEEN UNITED TO I-RUN, FOR THE [SEXLESS] LOVER HAS FOUND THE BELOVED,
9 AND BECAUSE I SHALL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM THAT, IS THE SON, I SHALL BECOME A SON;
10 FOR HE THAT IS JOINED TO HIM THAT IS IMMORTAL, WILL ALSO HIMSELF BECOME IMMORTAL;
11 AND HE WHO HAS [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN THE LIVING ONE, WILL BECOME LIVING.
12 THIS IS THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD, WHICH DOTH NOT LIE, WHICH TEACHES THE SONS OF MEN TO KNOW HIS WAYS.
13 BE WISE AND UNDERSTANDING AND VIGILANT. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 4
THIS ODE IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE OF THE HISTORICAL ALLUSION WITH WHICH IT COMMENCES. THIS MAY REFER TO THE CLOSING OF THE TEMPLE AT LEONTOPOLIS IN EGYPT WHICH WOULD DATE THIS WRITING ABOUT 73 A. D.
1 NO MAN, O MY GOD, CHANGES THY HOLY PLACE;
2 AND IT IS NOT (POSSIBLE) THAT HE SHOULD CHANGE IT AND PUT IT IN ANOTHER PLACE: BECAUSE HE HATH NO POWER OVER IT:
3 FOR THY SANCTUARY THOU HAST DESIGNED BEFORE THOU DIDST MAKE (OTHER) PLACES:
4 THAT WHICH IS THE OLDER SHALL NOT BE ALTERED BY THOSE THAT ARE YOUNGER THAN ITSELF.
5 THOU HAS GIVEN THY HEART, O LORD, TO THY BELIEVERS: NEVER WILT THOU FAIL, NOR BE WITHOUT FRUITS:
6 FOR ONE HOUR OF THY FAITH IS MORE PRECIOUS THAN ALL DAYS AND YEARS.
7 FOR WHO IS THERE THAT SHALL PUT ON THY GRACE, AND BE HURT?
8 FOR THY SEAL IS KNOWN: AND THY CREATURES KNOW IT: AND THY (HEAVENLY) HOSTS POSSESS IT: AND THE ELECT ARCHANGELS ARE CLAD WITH IT.
9 THOU HAST GIVEN US THY FELLOWSHIP: IT WAS NOT THAT THOU WAS IN NEED OF US: BUT THAT WE ARE IN NEED OF THEE:
10 DISTILL THY DEWS UPON US AND OPEN THY RICH FOUNTAINS THAT POUR FORTH TO US MILK AND HONEY:
11 FOR THERE IS NO REPENTANCE WITH THEE THAT THOU SHOULDEST REPENT OF ANYTHING THAT THOU HAST PROMISED:
12 AND THE END WAS REVEALED BEFORE THEE: FOR WHAT THOU GAVE, THOU GAVE FREELY:
13 SO THAT THOU MAYEST, NOT DRAW THEM BACK AND TAKE THEM AGAIN:
14 FOR ALL WAS REVEALED BEFORE THEE AS GOD, AND ORDERED FROM THE BEGINNING BEFORE THEE: AND THOU, O GOD, HAST MADE ALL THINGS. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 5
THIS ODE HAS STRANGELY APPEARED IN A SPEECH BY SALOME IN ANOTHER ANCIENT WORK CALLED THE PISTIS SOPHIA.
1 I WILL GIVE THANKS UNTO THEE, O LORD, BECAUSE I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEE;
2 O MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], THOU WILT NOT FORSAKE ME, FOR THOU ART MY HOPE:
3 FREELY I HAVE RECEIVED THY GRACE, I SHALL LIVE THEREBY:
4 MY PERSECUTORS WILL COME AND NOT SEE ME:
5 A CLOUD OF DARKNESS SHALL FALL ON THEIR EYES; AND AN AIR OF THICK GLOOM SHALL DARKEN THEM:
6 AND THEY SHALL HAVE NO LIGHT TO SEE: THEY MAY NOT TAKE HOLD UPON ME.
7 LET THEIR [SEXUAL] COUNSEL BECOME THICK DARKNESS, AND WHAT I HAVE [SEXLESSLY] CUNNINGLY DEVISED, LET IT RETURN UPON THEIR OWN HEADS:
8 FOR THEY HAVE DEVISED A [SEXUAL] COUNSEL, AND IT DID NOT SUCCEED:
9 FOR MY HOPE IS UPON THE LORD, AND I WILL NOT FEAR, AND BECAUSE THE LORD IS MY SALVATION, I WILL NOT FEAR:
10 AND HE IS AS A GARLAND ON MY HEAD AND I SHALL NOT BE MOVED; EVEN IF EVERYTHING SHOULD BE SHAKEN, I STAND FIRM;
11 AND IF ALL THINGS VISIBLE SHOULD PERISH, I SHALL NOT DIE; BECAUSE THE LORD IS WITH ME AND I AM WITH HIM. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 6
FIRST CENTURY UNIVERSALISM IS REVEALED IN AN INTERESTING WAY IN VERSE 10.
1 AS THE HAND MOVES OVER THE HARP, AND THE STRINGS SPEAK.
2 SO SPEAKS IN MY MEMBERS THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD, AND I SPEAK BY HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE.
3 FOR IT DESTROYS WHAT IS FOREIGN, AND EVERYTHING THAT IS BITTER:
4 FOR THUS IT WAS FROM THE BEGINNING AND WILL BE TO THE END, THAT NOTHING SHOULD BE HIS ADVERSARY, AND NOTHING SHOULD STAND UP AGAINST HIM.
5 THE LORD HAS MULTIPLIED THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIMSELF, AND IS ZEALOUS THAT THESE THINGS SHOULD BE KNOWN, WHICH BY HIS GRACE HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO US.
6 AND THE PRAISE OF HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HE GAVE US: OUR SPIRITS PRAISE HIS HOLY SPIRIT.
7 FOR THERE WENT FORTH A STREAM AND BECAME A RIVER GREAT AND BROAD;
8 FOR IT FLOODED AND BROKE UP EVERYTHING AND IT BROUGHT (WATER) TO THE TEMPLE:
9 AND THE RESTRAINERS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN WERE NOT ABLE TO RESTRAIN IT, NOR THE ARTS OF THOSE WHOSE BUSINESS IT IS TO RESTRAIN WATERS;
10 FOR IT SPREAD OVER THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH, AND FILLED EVERYTHING: AND ALL THE THIRSTY UPON EARTH WERE GIVEN TO DRINK OF IT;
11 AND THIRST WAS RELIEVED AND QUENCHED: FOR FROM THE MOST HIGH [JEHOVAH] THE DRAUGHT WAS GIVEN.
12 BLESSED THEN ARE THE MINISTERS OF THAT DRAUGHT WHO ARE ENTRUSTED WITH THAT WATER OF HIS:
13 THEY HAVE ASSUAGED THE DRY LIPS, AND THE WILL THAT HAD FAINTED THEY HAVE RAISED UP;
14 AND SOULS THAT WERE NEAR DEPARTING THEY HAVE CAUGHT BACK FROM DEATH:
15 AND LIMBS THAT HAD FALLEN THEY STRAIGHTENED AND SET UP: 
16 THEY GAVE STRENGTH FOR THEIR FEEBLENESS AND LIGHT TO THEIR EYES:
17 FOR EVERYONE KNEW THEM IN THE LORD, AND THEY LIVED BY THE WATER OF LIFE FOR EVER. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 7
A WONDERFULLY, SIMPLE AND JOYFUL PSALM ON THE INCARNATION.
1 AS THE [SEXLESS] IMPULSE OF ANGER AGAINST EVIL, SO IS THE [SEXLESS] IMPULSE OF JOY OVER WHAT IS [SEXLESSLY] LOVELY, AND BRINGS IN OF ITS FRUITS WITHOUT RESTRAINT:
2 MY JOY IS THE LORD AND MY [SEXLESS] IMPULSE IS TOWARD HIM: THIS PATH OF MINE IS EXCELLENT:
3 FOR I HAVE A HELPER, THE LORD.
4 HE HATH CAUSED ME TO KNOW HIMSELF, WITHOUT GRUDGING, BY HIS SIMPLICITY: HIS KINDNESS HAS HUMBLED HIS GREATNESS.
5 HE BECAME LIKE ME, IN ORDER THAT I MIGHT RECEIVE HIM:
6 HE WAS RECKONED LIKE MYSELF IN ORDER THAT I MIGHT PUT HIM ON;
7 AND I TREMBLED NOT WHEN I SAW HIM: BECAUSE HE WAS GRACIOUS TO ME:
8 LIKE MY [DIVINE] NATURE HE BECAME THAT I MIGHT LEARN HIM AND LIKE MY FORM, THAT I MIGHT NOT TURN BACK FROM HIM:
9 THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF KNOWLEDGE IS THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE:
10 HE WHO CREATED WISDOM IS WISER THAN HIS WORKS:
11 AND HE WHO CREATED ME WHEN YET I WAS NOT KNEW WHAT I SHOULD DO WHEN I CAME INTO BEING:
12 WHEREFORE HE PITIED ME IN HIS ABUNDANT GRACE: AND GRANTED ME TO ASK FROM HIM AND TO RECEIVE FROM HIS SACRIFICE:
13 BECAUSE HE IT IS THAT IS [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT, THE FULNESS OF THE AGES AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THEM.
14 HE HATH GIVEN HIM TO BE SEEN OF THEM THAT ARE HIS, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY RECOGNIZE HIM THAT MADE THEM: AND THAT THEY MIGHT NOT SUPPOSE THAT THEY CAME OF THEMSELVES:
15 FOR KNOWLEDGE HE HATH APPOINTED AS ITS WAY, HE HATH WIDENED IT AND EXTENDED IT; AND BROUGHT TO ALL PERFECTION;
16 AND SET OVER IT THE TRACES OF HIS LIGHT, AND I WALKED THEREIN FROM THE BEGINNING EVEN TO THE END.
17 FOR BY HIM IT WAS WROUGHT, AND HE WAS RESTING IN THE SON, AND FOR ITS SALVATION HE WILL TAKE HOLD OF EVERYTHING;
18 AND THE MOST HIGH [JEHOVAH] SHALL BE KNOWN IN HIS SAINTS, TO ANNOUNCE TO THOSE THAT HAVE SONGS OF THE COMING OF THE LORD;
19 THAT THEY MAY GO FORTH TO MEET HIM, AND MAY SING TO HIM WITH JOY AND WITH THE HARP OF MANY TONES:
20 THE SEERS SHALL COME BEFORE HIM AND THEY SHALL BE SEEN BEFORE HIM,
21 AND THEY SHALL PRAISE THE LORD FOR HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE: BECAUSE HE IS NEAR AND BEHOLDS.
22 AND HATRED SHALL BE TAKEN FROM THE EARTH, AND ALONG WITH JEALOUSY IT SHALL BE DROWNED:
23 FOR IGNORANCE HATH BEEN DESTROYED, BECAUSE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD HATH ARRIVED.
24 THEY WHO MAKE SONGS SHALL SING THE GRACE OF THE LORD MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH];
25 AND THEY SHALL BRING THEIR SONGS, AND THEIR HEART SHALL BE LIKE THE DAY: AND LIKE THE EXCELLENT BEAUTY OF THE LORD THEIR PLEASANT SONG: 
26 AND THERE SHALL NEITHER BE ANYTHING THAT BREATHES WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, NOR ANY THAT IS DUMB:
27 FOR HE HATH GIVEN A MOUTH TO HIS CREATION, TO OPEN THE VOICE OF THE MOUTH TOWARDS HIM, TO PRAISE HIM:
28 CONFESS YE HIS POWER, AND SHOW FORTH HIS GRACE. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 8
NOTE THE SUDDEN TRANSITION FROM THE PERSON OF THE PSALMIST TO THE PERSON OF THE LORD (V. 10). THIS IS LIKE THE CANONICAL PSALTER IN STYLE.
1 OPEN YE, OPEN YE YOUR HEARTS TO THE EXULTATION OF THE LORD:
2 AND LET YOUR [SEXLESS] LOVE BE MULTIPLIED FROM THE HEART AND EVEN TO THE LIPS,
3 TO BRING FORTH FRUIT TO THE LORD [FRUIT], HOLY [FRUIT], AND TO TALK WITH WATCHFULNESS IN HIS LIGHT.
4 RISE UP, AND STAND ERECT, YE WHO SOMETIME WERE BROUGHT LOW:
5 TELL FORTH YE WHO WERE IN SILENCE, THAT YOUR MOUTH HATH BEEN OPENED.
6 YE, THEREFORE, THAT WERE DESPISED, BE HENCEFORTH LIFTED UP, BECAUSE YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS HATH BEEN EXALTED.
7 FOR THE RIGHT HAND OF THE LORD IS WITH YOU: AND HE IS YOUR HELPER:
8 AND PEACE WAS PREPARED FOR YOU, BEFORE EVER YOUR WAR WAS.
9 HEAR THE WORD OF TRUTH, AND RECEIVE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE MOST HIGH [JEHOVAH].
10 YOUR FLESH HAS NOT KNOWN WHAT I AM SAYING TO YOU NEITHER HAVE YOUR HEARTS KNOWN WHAT I AM SHOWING TO YOU.
11 KEEP MY SECRET, YE WHO ARE KEPT BY IT:
12 KEEP MY FAITH, YE WHO ARE KEPT BY IT.
13 AND UNDERSTAND MY KNOWLEDGE, YE WHO KNOW ME IN TRUTH.
14 [SEXLESS] LOVE ME WITH [SEXLESS] AFFECTION, YE WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE:
15 FOR I DO NOT TURN AWAY MY FACE FROM THEM THAT ARE MINE;
16 FOR I KNOW THEM, AND BEFORE THEY CAME INTO BEING I TOOK KNOWLEDGE OF THEM, AND ON THEIR FACES I SET MY SEAL:
17 I FASHIONED THEIR MEMBERS: MY OWN BREASTS I PREPARED FOR THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT DRINK MY HOLY MILK AND LIVE THEREBY.
18 I TOOK [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN THEM AND AM NOT ASHAMED OF THEM:
19 FOR MY WORKMANSHIP ARE THEY AND THE STRENGTH OF MY [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS:
20 WHO THEN SHALL RISE UP AGAINST MY HANDIWORK, OR WHO IS THERE THAT IS NOT SUBJECT TO THEM?
21 I WILLED AND FASHIONED MIND AND HEART: AND THEY ARE MINE, AND BY MY OWN RIGHT HAND I SET MY ELECT ONES:
22 AND MY RIGHTEOUSNESS GOES BEFORE THEM AND THEY SHALL NOT BE DEPRIVED OF MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], FOR IT IS WITH THEM.
23 ASK, AND ABOUND AND ABIDE IN THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF THE LORD,
24 AND YET BELOVED ONES IN THE BELOVED: THOSE WHO ARE KEPT, IN HIM THAT LIVES:
25 AND THEY THAT ARE SAVED IN HIM THAT WAS SAVED;
26 AND YE SHALL BE FOUND [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT IN ALL AGES TO THE NAME OF YOUR FATHER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 9
WE SHALL NEVER KNOW SURELY WHETHER THE WARS REFERRED TO HERE ARE SPIRITUAL OR ACTUAL OUTWARD WARS.
1 OPEN YOUR EARS AND I WILL SPEAK TO YOU. GIVE ME YOUR SOULS THAT I MAY ALSO GIVE YOU MY SOUL,
2 THE WORD OF THE LORD AND HIS GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURES, THE HOLY [SEXLESS] THOUGHT WHICH HE HAS DEVISED CONCERNING HIS MESSIAH.
3 FOR IN THE WILL OF THE LORD IS YOUR SALVATION, AND HIS [SEXLESS] THOUGHT IS EVERLASTING LIFE; AND YOUR END IS IMMORTALITY.
4 BE ENRICHED IN GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND RECEIVE THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH].
5 BE STRONG AND BE REDEEMED BY HIS GRACE.
6 FOR I ANNOUNCE TO YOU PEACE, TO YOU HIS SAINTS;
7 THAT NONE OF THOSE WHO HEAR MAY FALL IN WAR, AND THAT THOSE AGAIN WHO HAVE KNOWN HIM MAY NOT PERISH, AND THAT THOSE WHO RECEIVE MAY NOT BE ASHAMED.
8 AN EVERLASTING CROWN FOR EVER IS TRUTH. BLESSED ARE THEY WHO SET IT ON THEIR HEADS:
9 A STONE OF GREAT PRICE IS IT; AND THERE HAVE BEEN WARS ON ACCOUNT OF THE CROWN.
10 AND RIGHTEOUSNESS HATH TAKEN IT AND HATH GIVEN IT TO YOU.
11 PUT ON THE CROWN IN THE TRUE COVENANT OF THE LORD.
12 AND ALL THOSE WHO HAVE CONQUERED SHALL BE WRITTEN IN HIS BOOK.
13 FOR THEIR BOOK IS VICTORY WHICH IS YOURS. AND SHE (VICTORY) SEES YOU BEFORE HER AND WILLS THAT YOU SHALL BE SAVED. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 10
A VIGOROUS LITTLE ODE IN WHICH CHRIST HIMSELF IS THE SPEAKER.
1 THE LORD HATH DIRECTED MY MOUTH BY HIS WORD: AND HE HATH OPENED MY HEART BY HIS LIGHT: AND HE HATH CAUSED TO DWELL IN ME HIS DEATHLESS LIFE;
2 AND GAVE ME THAT I MIGHT SPEAK THE FRUIT OF HIS PEACE:
3 TO CONVERT THE SOULS OF THEM WHO ARE WILLING TO COME TO HIM; AND TO LEAD CAPTIVE A GOOD CAPTIVITY FOR FREEDOM.
4 I WAS STRENGTHENED AND MADE MIGHTY AND TOOK THE WORLD CAPTIVE;
5 AND IT BECAME TO ME FOR THE PRAISE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND OF GOD MY FATHER [STEPHEN].
6 AND THE GENTILES WERE GATHERED TOGETHER WHO WERE SCATTERED ABROAD.
7 AND I WAS [SEXLESSLY] UNPOLLUTED BY MY [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR THEM, BECAUSE THEY CONFESSED ME IN HIGH PLACES: AND THE TRACES OF THE LIGHT WERE SET UPON THEIR HEART:
8 AND THEY WALKED IN MY LIFE AND WERE SAVED AND BECAME MY PEOPLE FOR EVER AND EVER. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 11
A BEAUTIFUL SKETCH OF PARADISE REGAINED AND THE BLESSEDNESS OF THOSE WHO HAVE RETURNED TO THE PRIVILEGES OF THE FALLEN ADAM.
1 MY HEART WAS CLOVEN AND ITS FLOWER APPEARED; AND GRACE SPRANG UP IN IT: AND IT BROUGHT FORTH FRUIT TO THE LORD,
2 FOR THE MOST-HIGH CLAVE MY HEART BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT AND SEARCHED MY [SEXLESS] AFFECTION TOWARDS HIM: AND FILLED ME WITH HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE.
3 AND HIS OPENING OF ME BECAME MY SALVATION; AND I RAN IN HIS WAY IN HIS PEACE, EVEN IN THE WAY OF TRUTH:
4 FROM THE BEGINNING AND EVEN TO THE END I ACQUIRED HIS KNOWLEDGE:
5 AND I WAS ESTABLISHED UPON THE ROCK OF TRUTH, WHERE HE HAD SET ME UP: 
6 AND SPEAKING WATERS TOUCHED MY LIPS FROM THE FOUNTAIN OF THE LORD PLENTEOUSLY:
7 AND I DRANK AND WAS INEBRIATED WITH THE LIVING WATER THAT DOTH NOT DIE;
8 AND MY INEBRIATION WAS NOT ONE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, BUT I FORSOOK VANITY AND TURNED TO THE MOST HIGH [JEHOVAH] MY GOD,
9 AND I WAS ENRICHED BY HIS BOUNTY, AND I FORSOOK THE FOLLY WHICH IS DIFFUSED OVER THE EARTH; AND I STRIPPED IT OFF AND CAST IT FROM ME:
10 AND THE LORD RENEWED ME IN HIS RAIMENT, AND POSSESSED ME BY HIS LIGHT, AND FROM ABOVE HE GAVE ME REST IN [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION;
11 AND I BECAME LIKE THE LAND WHICH BLOSSOMS AND REJOICES IN ITS FRUITS:
12 AND THE LORD WAS LIKE THE SUN SHINING ON THE FACE OF THE LAND;
13 HE LIGHTENED MY EYES, AND MY FACE RECEIVED THE DEW; AND MY NOSTRILS ENJOYED THE PLEASANT ODOR OF THE LORD;
14 AND HE CARRIED ME TO HIS PARADISE; WHERE IS THE ABUNDANCE OF THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE OF THE LORD;
15 AND I WORSHIPPED THE LORD ON ACCOUNT OF HIS GLORY; AND I SAID, BLESSED, O LORD, ARE THEY WHO ARE PLANTED IN THY LAND! AND THOSE WHO HAVE A PLACE IN THY PARADISE;
16 AND THEY GROW BY THE FRUITS OF THE TREES. AND THEY HAVE CHANGED FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT.
17 BEHOLD! ALL THY SERVANTS ARE FAIR, WHO DO GOOD WORKS, AND TURN AWAY FROM WICKEDNESS TO THE PLEASANTNESS THAT IS THINE:
18 AND THEY HAVE TURNED BACK THE BITTERNESS OF THE TREES FROM THEM, WHEN THEY WERE PLANTED IN THY, LAND;
19 AND EVERYTHING BECAME LIKE A RELIC OF THYSELF, AND MEMORIAL FOR EVER OF THY FAITHFUL WORKS.
20 FOR THERE IS ABUNDANT ROOM IN THY PARADISE, AND NOTHING IS USELESS THEREIN;
21 BUT EVERYTHING IS FILLED WITH FRUIT; GLORY BE TO THEE, O GOD, THE DELIGHT OF PARADISE FOR EVER. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 12
AN EXCEPTIONALLY HIGH LEVEL OF SPIRITUAL [SEXLESS] THOUGHT.
1 HE HATH FILLED ME WITH [SEXLESS] WORDS OF TRUTH; THAT I MAY SPEAK THE SAME;
2 AND LIKE THE FLOW OF WATERS FLOWS TRUTH FROM MY MOUTH, AND MY LIPS SHOW FORTH HIS FRUIT.
3 AND HE HAS CAUSED HIS KNOWLEDGE TO ABOUND IN ME, BECAUSE THE MOUTH OF THE LORD IS THE TRUE WORD, AND THE DOOR OF HIS LIGHT;
4 AND THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] HATH GIVEN IT TO HIS [SEXLESS] WORDS, WHICH ARE THE INTERPRETERS OF HIS OWN BEAUTY, AND THE REPEATERS OF HIS PRAISE, AND THE CONFESSORS OF HIS [SEXLESS] COUNSEL, AND THE HERALDS OF HIS [SEXLESS] THOUGHT, AND THE CHASTENERS OF HIS SERVANTS.
5 FOR THE SWIFTNESS OF THE WORD IS INEXPRESSIBLE, AND LIKE ITS EXPRESSION IS ITS SWIFTNESS AND FORCE;
6 AND ITS COURSE KNOWS NO LIMIT. NEVER DOTH IT FAIL, BUT IT STANDS SURE, AND IT KNOWS NOT DESCENT NOR THE WAY OF IT.
7 FOR AS ITS WORK IS, SO IS ITS END: FOR IT IS LIGHT AND THE DAWNING OF [SEXLESS] THOUGHT;
8 AND BY IT THE WORLDS TALK ONE TO THE OTHER; AND IN THE WORD THERE WERE THOSE THAT WERE SILENT; 
9 AND FROM IT CAME [SEXLESS] LOVE AND CONCORD; AND THEY SPOKE ONE TO THE OTHER WHATEVER WAS THEIRS; AND THEY WERE PENETRATED BY THE WORD;
10 AND THEY KNEW HIM WHO MADE THEM, BECAUSE THEY WERE IN CONCORD; FOR THE MOUTH OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SPOKE TO THEM; AND HIS EXPLANATION RAN BY MEANS OF IT:
11 FOR THE DWELLING-PLACE OF THE WORD IS MAN: AND ITS TRUTH IS [SEXLESS] LOVE.
12 BLESSED ARE THEY WHO BY MEANS THEREOF HAVE UNDERSTOOD EVERYTHING, AND HAVE KNOWN THE LORD IN HIS TRUTH. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 13
A STRANGE LITTLE ODE.
1 BEHOLD! THE LORD IS OUR MIRROR: OPEN THE EYES AND SEE THEM IN HIM: AND LEARN THE MANNER OF YOUR FACE:
2 AND TELL FORTH PRAISE TO HIS SPIRIT: AND WIPE OFF THE FILTH FROM YOUR FACE: AND [SEXLESS] LOVE HIS HOLINESS AND CLOTHE YOURSELVES THEREWITH:
3 AND BE WITHOUT STAIN AT ALL TIMES BEFORE HIM. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 14
THIS ODE IS AS BEAUTIFUL IN STYLE AS THE CANONICAL PSALTER.
1 AS THE EYES OF A SON TO HIS FATHER, SO ARE MY EYES, O LORD, AT ALL TIMES TOWARDS THEE.
2 FOR WITH THEE ARE MY CONSOLATIONS AND MY DELIGHT.
3 TURN NOT AWAY THY MERCIES FROM ME, O LORD: AND TAKE NOT THY KINDNESS FROM ME.
4 STRETCH OUT TO ME, O LORD, AT ALL TIMES THY RIGHT HAND: AND BE MY GUIDE EVEN UNTO THE END, ACCORDING TO THY GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE.
5 LET ME BE WELL-PLEASING BEFORE THEE, BECAUSE OF THY GLORY AND BECAUSE OF THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]:
6 LET ME BE PRESERVED FROM EVIL, AND LET THY MEEKNESS, O LORD, ABIDE WITH ME, AND THE FRUITS OF THY [SEXLESS] LOVE.
7 TEACH ME THE PSALMS OF THY TRUTH, THAT I MAY BRING FORTH FRUIT IN THEE:
8 AND OPEN TO ME THE HARP OF THY HOLY SPIRIT, THAT WITH ALL ITS NOTES I MAY PRAISE THEE, O LORD.
9 AND ACCORDING TO THE MULTITUDE OF THY TENDER MERCIES, SO THOU SHALT GIVE TO ME; AND HASTEN TO GRANT OUR PETITIONS; AND THOU ART ABLE FOR ALL OUR NEEDS. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 15
ONE OF THE [SEXLESS] LOVELIEST ODES IN THIS UNUSUAL COLLECTION.
1 AS THE SUN IS THE JOY TO THEM THAT SEEK FOR ITS DAYBREAK, SO IS MY JOY THE LORD;
2 BECAUSE HE IS MY SUN AND HIS RAYS HAVE LIFTED ME UP; AND HIS LIGHT HATH DISPELLED ALL DARKNESS FROM MY FACE.
3 IN HIM I HAVE ACQUIRED EYES AND HAVE SEEN HIS HOLY DAY:
4 EARS HAVE BECOME MINE AND I HAVE HEARD HIS TRUTH.
5 THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF KNOWLEDGE HATH BEEN MINE, AND I HAVE BEEN DELIGHTED THROUGH HIM.
6 THE WAY OF [SEXUAL] ERROR I HAVE LEFT, AND HAVE WALKED TOWARDS HIM AND HAVE RECEIVED SALVATION FROM HIM, WITHOUT GRUDGING. 
7 AND ACCORDING TO HIS BOUNTY HE HATH GIVEN TO ME, AND ACCORDING TO HIS EXCELLENT BEAUTY HE HATH MADE ME.
8 I HAVE PUT ON [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION THROUGH HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: AND HAVE PUT OFT [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION BY HIS GRACE.
9 DEATH HATH BEEN DESTROYED BEFORE MY FACE: AND SHEOL HATH BEEN ABOLISHED BY MY WORD:
10 AND THERE HATH GONE UP DEATHLESS LIFE IN THE LORD'S LAND,
11 AND IT HATH BEEN MADE KNOWN TO HIS FAITHFUL ONES, AND HATH BEEN GIVEN WITHOUT STINT TO ALL THOSE THAT TRUST IN HIM. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 16
THE [SEXLESS] BEAUTY OF GOD'S CREATION.
1 AS THE WORK OF THE HUSBANDMAN IS THE PLOUGHSHARE: AND THE WORK OF THE STEERSMAN IS THE GUIDANCE OF THE SHIP:
2 SO ALSO MY WORK IS THE PSALM OF THE LORD: MY CRAFT AND MY OCCUPATION ARE IN HIS PRAISES:
3 BECAUSE HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE BATH NOURISHED MY HEART & EVEN TO MY LIPS HIS FRUITS HE POURED OUT.
4 FOR MY [SEXLESS] LOVE IS THE LORD, AND THEREFORE I WILL SING UNTO HIM:
5 FOR I AM MADE STRONG IN HIS PRAISE, AND I HAVE FAITH IN HIM.
6 I WILL OPEN MY MOUTH AND HIS SPIRIT WILL UTTER IN ME THE GLORY OF THE LORD AND HIS BEAUTY; THE WORK OF HIS HANDS AND THE OPERATION OF HIS FINGERS:
7 THE MULTITUDE OF HIS MERCIES AND THE STRENGTH OF HIS WORD.
8 FOR THE WORD OF THE LORD SEARCHES OUT ALL THINGS, BOTH THE INVISIBLE AND THAT WHICH REVEALS HIS [SEXLESS] THOUGHT;
9 FOR THE EYE SEES HIS WORKS, AND THE EAR HEARS HIS [SEXLESS] THOUGHT;
10 HE SPREAD OUT THE EARTH AND HE SETTLED THE WATERS IN THE SEA:
11 HE MEASURED THE HEAVENS AND FIXED THE STARS: AND HE ESTABLISHED THE CREATION AND SET IT UP:
12 AND HE RESTED FROM HIS WORKS:
13 AND CREATED THINGS RUN IN THEIR COURSES, AND DO THEIR WORKS:
14 AND THEY KNOW NOT HOW TO STAND AND BE IDLE; AND HIS HEAVENLY HOSTS ARE SUBJECT TO HIS WORD.
15 THE TREASURE-CHAMBER OF THE LIGHT IS THE SUN, AND THE TREASURY OF THE DARKNESS IS THE NIGHT:
16 AND HE MADE THE SUN FOR THE DAY THAT IT MAY BE BRIGHT, BUT NIGHT BRINGS DARKNESS OVER THE FACE OF THE LAND;
17 AND THEIR ALTERNATIONS ONE TO THE OTHER SPEAK THE BEAUTY OF GOD: AND THERE IS NOTHING THAT IS WITHOUT THE LORD; FOR HE WAS BEFORE ANY THING CAME INTO BEING:
19 AND THE WORLDS WERE MADE BY HIS WORD, AND BY THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF HIS HEART. GLORY AND HONOR TO HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 17
A PECULIAR CHANGE OF PERSONALITY, SCARCELY REALIZED UNTIL THE RETURN FROM IT IN THE LAST VERSE.
1 I WAS CROWNED BY MY GOD: MY CROWN IS [SEXLESS] LIVING:
2 AND I WAS JUSTIFIED IN MY LORD: MY [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE SALVATION IS HE.
3 I WAS LOOSED FROM VANITY, AND I WAS NOT CONDEMNED:
4 THE CHOKING BONDS WERE CUT OFF BY HER HANDS: I RECEIVED THE FACE AND THE FASHION OF A NEW PERSON: AND I WALKED IN IT AND WAS SAVED;
5 AND THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF TRUTH LED ME ON. AND I WALKED AFTER IT AND DID NOT WANDER:
6 AND ALL THAT HAVE SEEN ME WERE AMAZED: AND I WAS REGARDED BY THEM AS A STRANGE PERSON:
7 AND HE WHO KNEW AND BROUGHT ME UP IS THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] IN ALL HIS PERFECTION. AND HE GLORIFIED ME BY HIS KINDNESS, AND RAISED MY [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS TO THE HEIGHT OF HIS TRUTH.
8 AND FROM THENCE HE GAVE ME THE WAY OF HIS PRECEPTS AND I OPENED THE DOORS THAT WERE CLOSED,
9 AND BRAKE IN PIECES THE BARS OF IRON; BUT MY IRON MELTED AND DISSOLVED BEFORE ME;
10 NOTHING APPEARED CLOSED TO ME: BECAUSE I WAS THE DOOR OF EVERYTHING.
11 AND I WENT OVER ALL MY BONDMEN TO LOOSE THEM; THAT I MIGHT NOT LEAVE ANY MAN BOUND OR BINDING:
12 AND I IMPARTED MY KNOWLEDGE WITHOUT GRUDGING: AND MY PRAYER WAS IN MY [SEXLESS] LOVE:
13 AND I SOWED MY FRUITS IN HEARTS, AND TRANSFORMED THEM INTO MYSELF: AND THEY RECEIVED MY BLESSING AND LIVED;
14 AND THEY WERE GATHERED TO ME AND WERE SAVED; BECAUSE THEY WERE TO ME AS MY OWN MEMBERS AND I WAS THEIR HEAD. GLORY TO THEE OUR HEAD, THE LORD MESSIAH. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 18
A MAN WHO HAD A SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE BRINGS A MESSAGE.
1 MY HEART WAS LIFTED UP IN THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] AND WAS ENLARGED: THAT I MIGHT PRAISE HIM FOR HIS NAME'S SAKE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH].
2 MY MEMBERS WERE STRENGTHENED THAT THEY MIGHT NOT FALL FROM HIS STRENGTH.
3 SICKNESSES REMOVED FROM MY BODY, AND IT STOOD TO THE LORD BY HIS WILL. FOR HIS KINGDOM IS TRUE.
4 O LORD, FOR THE SAKE OF THEM THAT ARE DEFICIENT DO NOT REMOVE THY WORD FROM ME!
5 NEITHER FOR THE SAKE OF THEIR WORKS DO THOU RESTRAIN FROM ME THY PERFECTION!
6 LET NOT THE LUMINARY BE CONQUERED BY THE DARKNESS; NOR LET TRUTH FLEE AWAY FROM FALSEHOOD.
7 THOU WILT APPOINT ME TO VICTORY; OUR SALVATION IS THY RIGHT HAND. AND THOU WILT RECEIVE MEN FROM ALL QUARTERS.
8 AND THOU WILT PRESERVE WHOSOEVER IS HELD IN EVILS:
9 THOU ART MY GOD. FALSEHOOD AND DEATH ARE NOT IN THY MOUTH:
10 FOR THY WILL IS PERFECTION; AND VANITY THOU KNOWS NOT,
11 NOR DOES IT KNOW THEE.
12 AND [SEXUAL] ERROR THOU KNOWS NOT,
13 NEITHER DOES IT KNOW THEE.
14 AND IGNORANCE APPEARED LIKE A BLIND MAN; AND LIKE THE FOAM OF THE SEA,
15 AND THEY SUPPOSED OF THAT VAIN THING THAT IT WAS SOMETHING GREAT;
16 AND THEY TOO CAME IN LIKENESS OF IT AND BECAME VAIN; AND THOSE HAVE UNDERSTOOD WHO HAVE KNOWN AND MEDITATED;
17 AND THEY HAVE NOT BEEN [SEXUALLY]  CORRUPT IN THEIR IMAGINATION; FOR SUCH WERE IN THE MIND OF THE LORD;
18 AND THEY MOCKED AT THEM THAT WERE WALKING IN [SEXUAL] ERROR;
19 AND THEY SPOKE TRUTH FROM THE INSPIRATION WHICH THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] BREATHED INTO THEM; PRAISE AND GREAT COMELINESS TO HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HALLELUJAH.
ODE 19
FANTASTIC AND NOT IN HARMONY WITH THE OTHER ODES. THE REFERENCE TO A PAINLESS VIRGIN BIRTH IS NOTABLE.
1 A CUP OF MILK WAS OFFERED TO ME: AND I DRANK IT IN THE SWEETNESS OF THE DELIGHT OF THE LORD.
2 THE SON IS THE CUP, AND HE WHO WAS MILKED IS THE FATHER [STEPHEN]: 
3 AND THE HOLY SPIRIT MILKED HIM: BECAUSE HIS BREASTS WERE FULL, AND IT WAS NECESSARY FOR HIM THAT HIS MILK SHOULD BE SUFFICIENTLY RELEASED;
4 AND THE HOLY SPIRIT OPENED HIS BOSOM AND MINGLED THE MILK FROM THE TWO BREASTS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND GAVE THE MIXTURE TO THE WORLD WITHOUT THEIR KNOWING:
5 AND THEY WHO RECEIVE IN ITS FULNESS ARE THE ONES ON THE RIGHT HAND.
6 THE SPIRIT OPENED THE WOMB OF THE VIRGIN AND SHE RECEIVED CONCEPTION AND BROUGHT FORTH; AND THE VIRGIN BECAME A MOTHER WITH MANY MERCIES;
7 AND SHE TRAVAILED AND BROUGHT FORTH A SON, WITHOUT INCURRING PAIN;
8 AND BECAUSE SHE WAS NOT SUFFICIENTLY PREPARED, AND SHE HAD NOT SOUGHT A MIDWIFE (FOR HE BROUGHT HER TO BEAR) SHE BROUGHT FORTH, AS IF SHE WERE A MAN, OF HER OWN WILL;
9 AND SHE BROUGHT HIM FORTH OPENLY, AND ACQUIRED HIM WITH GREAT DIGNITY,
10 AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM IN HIS SWADDLING CLOTHES AND GUARDED HIM KINDLY, AND SHOWED HIM IN MAJESTY. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 20
A MIXTURE OF ETHICS AND MYSTICISM; OF THE GOLDEN RULE AND THE TREE OF LIFE.
1 I AM A PRIEST OF THE LORD, AND TO HIM I DO PRIESTLY SERVICE: AND TO HIM I OFFER THE SACRIFICE OF HIS [SEXLESS] THOUGHT.
2 FOR HIS [SEXLESS] THOUGHT IS NOT LIKE THE [SEXUAL] THOUGHT OF THE WORLD NOR THE [SEXUAL] THOUGHT OF THE FLESH, NOR LIKE THEM THAT SERVE CARNALLY.
3 THE SACRIFICE OF THE LORD IS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND PURITY OF HEART AND LIPS.
4 PRESENT YOUR REINS BEFORE HIM BLAMELESSLY: AND LET NOT THY HEART DO VIOLENCE TO HEART, NOR THY SOUL TO SOUL.
5 THOU SHALT NOT ACQUIRE A STRANGER BY THE PRICE OF THY SILVER, NEITHER SHALT THOU SEEK TO DEVOUR THY NEIGHBOR,
6 NEITHER SHALT THOU DEPRIVE HIM OF THE COVERING OF HIS NAKEDNESS.
7 BUT PUT ON THE GRACE OF THE LORD WITHOUT STINT; AND COME INTO HIS PARADISE AND MAKE THEE A GARLAND FROM ITS TREE,
8 AND PUT IT ON THY HEAD AND BE GLAD; AND RECLINE ON HIS REST, AND GLORY SHALL GO BEFORE THEE,
9 AND THOU SHALT RECEIVE OF HIS KINDNESS AND OF HIS GRACE; AND THOU SHALT BE FLOURISHING IN TRUTH IN THE PRAISE OF HIS HOLINESS. PRAISE AND HONOR BE TO HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 21
A REMARKABLE EXPLANATION OF THE "COATS OF SKIN" IN THE THIRD CHAPTER OF GENESIS.
1 MY ARMS I LIFTED UP TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], EVEN TO THE GRACE OF THE LORD: BECAUSE HE HAD CAST OFF MY BONDS FROM ME: AND MY HELPER HAD LIFTED ME UP TO HIS GRACE AND TO HIS SALVATION:
2 AND I PUT OFF DARKNESS AND CLOTHED MYSELF WITH LIGHT,
3 AND MY SOUL ACQUIRED A BODY FREE FROM SORROW OR AFFLICTION OR PAINS.
4 AND INCREASINGLY HELPFUL TO ME WAS THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF THE LORD, AND HIS FELLOWSHIP IN [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION:
5 AND I WAS LIFTED UP IN HIS LIGHT; AND I SERVED BEFORE HIM,
6 AND I BECAME NEAR TO HIM, PRAISING AND CONFESSING HIM;
7 MY HEART RAN OVER AND WAS FOUND IN MY MOUTH: AND IT AROSE UPON MY LIPS; AND THE EXULTATION OF THE LORD INCREASED ON MY FACE, AND HIS PRAISE LIKEWISE. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 22
LIKE THE PSALMS OF DAVID IN THEIR EXULTATION BECAUSE OF FREEDOM.
1 HE WHO BROUGHT ME DOWN FROM ON HIGH, ALSO BROUGHT ME UP FROM THE REGIONS BELOW;
2 AND HE WHO GATHERS TOGETHER THE THINGS THAT ARE BETWIXT IS HE ALSO WHO CAST ME DOWN:
3 HE WHO SCATTERED MY ENEMIES HAD EXISTED FROM ANCIENT AND MY ADVERSARIES:
4 HE WHO GAVE ME AUTHORITY OVER BONDS THAT I MIGHT LOOSE THEM;
5 HE THAT OVERTHREW BY MY HANDS THE DRAGON WITH SEVEN HEADS: AND THOU HAST SET ME OVER HIS ROOTS THAT I MIGHT DESTROY HIS SEED.
6 THOU WAS THERE AND DIDST HELP ME, AND IN EVERY PLACE THY NAME WAS A RAMPART ME
7 THY RIGHT HAND DESTROYED HIS WICKED POISON; AND THY HAND LEVELLED THE WAY FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN THEE.
8 AND THOU DIDST CHOOSE THEM FROM THE GRAVES AND DIDST SEPARATE THEM FROM THE DEAD.
9 THOU DIDST TAKE DEAD BONES AND DIDST COVER THEM WITH BODIES.
10 THEY WERE MOTIONLESS, AND THOU DIDST GIVE THEM ENERGY FOR LIFE.
11 THY WAY WAS WITHOUT [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, AND THY FACE; THOU DIDST BRING THY WORLD TO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION: THAT EVERYTHING MIGHT BE DISSOLVED, AND THEN RENEWED,
12 AND THAT THE FOUNDATION FOR EVERYTHING MIGHT BE THY ROCK: AND ON IT THOU DIDST BUILD THY KINGDOM; AND IT BECAME THE DWELLING PLACE OF THE SAINTS. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 23
THE REFERENCE TO THE SEALED DOCUMENT SENT BY GOD IS ONE OF THE GREAT MYSTERIES OF THE COLLECTION.
1 JOY IS OF THE SAINTS! AND WHO SHALL PUT IT ON, BUT THEY ALONE?
2 GRACE IS OF THE ELECT! AND WHO SHALL RECEIVE IT EXCEPT THOSE WHO TRUST IN IT FROM THE BEGINNING?
3 [SEXLESS] LOVE IS OF THE ELECT? AND WHO SHALL PUT IT ON EXCEPT THOSE WHO HAVE POSSESSED IT FROM THE BEGINNING?
4 WALK YE IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WITHOUT GRUDGING: TO HIS EXULTATION AND TO THE PERFECTION OF HIS KNOWLEDGE.
5 AND HIS [SEXLESS] THOUGHT WAS LIKE A LETTER; HIS WILL DESCENDED FROM ON HIGH, AND IT WAS SENT LIKE AN ARROW WHICH IS VIOLENTLY SHOT FROM THE BOW: 
6 AND MANY HANDS RUSHED TO THE LETTER TO SEIZE IT AND TO TAKE AND READ IT:
7 AND IT ESCAPED THEIR FINGERS AND THEY WERE AFFRIGHTED AT IT AND AT THE SEAL THAT WAS UPON IT.
8 BECAUSE IT WAS NOT PERMITTED TO THEM TO LOOSE ITS SEAL: FOR THE POWER THAT WAS OVER THE SEAL WAS GREATER THAN THEY.
9 BUT THOSE WHO SAW IT WENT AFTER THE LETTER THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW WHERE IT WOULD ALIGHT, AND WHO SHOULD READ IT AND WHO SHOULD HEAR IT.
10 BUT A WHEEL RECEIVED IT AND CAME OVER IT:
11 AND THERE WAS WITH IT A SIGN OF THE KINGDOM AND OF THE GOVERNMENT:
12 AND EVERYTHING WHICH TRIED TO MOVE THE WHEEL IT MOWED AND CUT DOWN:
13 AND IT GATHERED THE MULTITUDE OF ADVERSARIES, AND BRIDGED THE RIVERS AND CROSSED OVER AND ROOTED UP MANY FORESTS AND MADE A BROAD PATH.
14 THE HEAD WENT DOWN TO THE FEET, FOR DOWN TO THE FEET RAN THE WHEEL, AND THAT WHICH WAS A SIGN UPON IT.
15 THE LETTER WAS ONE OF COMMAND, FOR THERE WERE INCLUDED IN IT ALL DISTRICTS;
16 AND THERE WAS SEEN AT ITS HEAD, THE HEAD WHICH WAS REVEALED EVEN THE SON OF TRUTH FROM THE [TOP] MOST-HIGH FATHER [STEPHEN],
17 AND HE INHERITED AND TOOK POSSESSION OF EVERYTHING. AND THE [SEXUAL] THOUGHT OF MANY WAS BROUGHT TO NAUGHT.
18 AND ALL THE APOSTATES HASTED AND FLED AWAY. AND THOSE WHO PERSECUTED AND WERE ENRAGED BECAME EXTINCT.
19 AND THE LETTER WAS A GREAT VOLUME, WHICH WAS WHOLLY WRITTEN BY THE [TERRIBLE] FINGER OF GOD:
20 AND THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WAS ON IT, AND OF THE SON [JESUS] AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN], TO RULE FOR EVER AND EVER. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 24
THE MENTION OF THE DOVE REFERS TO A LOST GOSPEL TO WHICH THERE ARE RARE REFERENCES IN ANCIENT WRITINGS.
1 THE DOVE FLUTTERED OVER THE MESSIAH, BECAUSE HE WAS HER HEAD; AND SHE SANG OVER HIM AND HER VOICE WAS HEARD:
2 AND THE INHABITANTS WERE AFRAID AND THE SOJOURNERS WERE MOVED:
3 THE BIRDS DROPPED THEIR WINGS AND ALL CREEPING THINGS DIED IN THEIR HOLES: AND THE ABYSSES WERE OPENED WHICH HAD BEEN HIDDEN; AND THEY CRIED TO THE LORD LIKE WOMEN IN TRAVAIL:
4 AND NO FOOD WAS GIVEN TO THEM, BECAUSE IT DID NOT BELONG TO THEM;
5 AND THEY SEALED UP THE ABYSSES WITH THE SEAL OF THE LORD. AND THEY PERISHED, IN THE [SEXUAL] THOUGHT, THOSE THAT HAD EXISTED FROM ANCIENT TIMES;
6 FOR THEY WERE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT FROM THE BEGINNING; AND THE END OF THEIR [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION WAS LIFE:
7 AND EVERY ONE OF THEM THAT WAS IMPERFECT PERISHED: FOR IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO GIVE THEM A WORD THAT THEY MIGHT REMAIN:
8 AND THE LORD DESTROYED THE IMAGINATIONS OF ALL THEM THAT HAD NOT THE TRUTH WITH THEM.
9 FOR THEY WHO IN THEIR HEARTS WERE LIFTED UP WERE DEFICIENT IN WISDOM, AND SO THEY WERE REJECTED, BECAUSE THE TRUTH WAS NOT WITH THEM. 
10 FOR THE LORD DISCLOSED HIS WAY, AND SPREAD ABROAD HIS GRACE: AND THOSE WHO UNDERSTOOD IT, KNOW HIS HOLINESS. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 25
BACK AGAIN TO PERSONAL EXPERIENCE.
1 I WAS RESCUED FROM MY BONDS AND UNTO THEE, MY GOD, I FLED:
2 FOR THOU ART THE RIGHT HAND OF MY SALVATION AND MY HELPER.
3 THOU HAST RESTRAINED THOSE THAT RISE UP AGAINST ME,
4 AND I SHALL SEE HIM NO MORE: BECAUSE THY FACE WAS WITH ME, WHICH SAVED ME BY THY GRACE.
5 BUT I WAS DESPISED AND REJECTED IN THE EYE OF MANY: AND I WAS IN THEIR EYES LIKE LEAD,
6 AND STRENGTH WAS MINE FROM THYSELF AND HELP.
7 THOU DIDST SET ME A LAMP AT MY RIGHT HAND AND AT MY LEFT: AND IN ME THERE SHALL BE NOTHING THAT IS NOT BRIGHT:
8 AND I WAS CLOTHED WITH THE COVERING OF THY SPIRIT, AND THOU DIDST REMOVE FROM ME MY RAIMENT OF SKIN;
9 FOR THY RIGHT HAND LIFTED ME UP AND REMOVED SICKNESS FROM ME:
10 AND I BECAME MIGHTY IN: THE TRUTH, AND HOLY BY THY RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND ALL MY ADVERSARIES WERE AFRAID OF ME;
11 AND I BECAME ADMIRABLE BY THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND WAS JUSTIFIED BY HIS GENTLENESS, AND HIS REST IS FOR EVER AND EVER. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 26
REMARKABLE PRAISE.
1 I POURED OUT PRAISE TO THE LORD, FOR I AM HIS:
2 AND I WILL SPEAK HIS HOLY SONG, FOR MY HEART IS WITH HIM.
3 FOR HIS HARP IS IN MY HANDS, AND THE ODES OF HIS REST SHALL NOT BE SILENT.
4 I WILL CRY UNTO HIM FROM MY WHOLE HEART: I WILL PRAISE AND EXALT HIM WITH ALL MY MEMBERS.
5 FOR FROM THE EAST AND EVEN TO THE WEST IS HIS PRAISE:
6 AND FROM THE SOUTH AND EVEN TO THE NORTH IS THE CONFESSION OF HIM:
7 AND FROM THE TOP OF THE HILLS TO THEIR UTMOST BOUND IS HIS PERFECTION.
8 WHO CAN WRITE THE PSALMS OF THE LORD, OR WHO READ THEM?
9 OR WHO CAN TRAIN HIS SOUL FOR LIFE, THAT HIS SOUL MAY BE SAVED,
10 OR WHO CAN REST ON THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], SO THAT WITH HIS MOUTH HE MAY SPEAK?
11 WHO IS ABLE TO INTERPRET THE WONDERS OF THE LORD?
12 FOR HE WHO COULD INTERPRET WOULD BE DISSOLVED AND WOULD BECOME THAT WHICH IS INTERPRETED.
13 FOR IT SUFFICES TO KNOW AND TO REST: FOR IN REST THE SINGERS STAND,
14 LIKE A RIVER WHICH HAS AN ABUNDANT FOUNTAIN, AND FLOWS TO THE HELP OF THEM THAT SEEK IT. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 27
THE HUMAN BODY MAKES A CROSS WHEN A MAN STANDS ERECT IN PRAYER WITH ARMS OUTSTRETCHED.
1 I STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS AND SANCTIFIED MY LORD:
2 FOR THE EXTENSION OF MY HANDS IS HIS SIGN:
3 AND MY EXPANSION IS THE UPRIGHT TREE [OR CROSS].
ODE 28
THIS ODE IS A MUSICAL GEM.
1 AS THE WINGS OF DOVES OVER THEIR NESTLINGS; AND THE MOUTH OF THEIR NESTLINGS TOWARDS THEIR MOUTHS.
2 SO ALSO ARE THE WINGS OF THE SPIRIT OVER MY HEART:
3 MY HEART IS DELIGHTED AND EXULTS: LIKE THE BABE WHO EXULTS IN THE WOMB OF HIS MOTHER:
4 I BELIEVED; THEREFORE I WAS AT REST; FOR FAITHFUL IS HE IN WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED:
5 HE HAS RICHLY BLESSED ME AND MY HEAD IS WITH HIM: AND THE SWORD SHALL NOT DIVIDE ME FROM HIM, NOR THE SCIMITAR;
6 FOR I AM READY BEFORE DESTRUCTION COMES; AND I HAVE BEEN SET ON HIS IMMORTAL PINIONS:
7 AND HE SHOWED ME HIS SIGN: FORTH AND GIVEN ME TO DRINK, AND FROM THAT LIFE IS THE SPIRIT WITHIN ME, AND IT CANNOT DIE, FOR IT LIVES.
8 THEY WHO SAW ME MARVELED AT ME, BECAUSE I WAS PERSECUTED, AND THEY SUPPOSED THAT I WAS SWALLOWED UP: FOR I SEEMED TO THEM AS ONE OF THE LOST;
9 AND MY OPPRESSION BECAME MY SALVATION; AND I WAS THEIR REPROBATION BECAUSE THERE WAS NO ZEAL IN ME;
10 BECAUSE I DID GOOD TO EVERY MAN I WAS HATED,
11 AND THEY CAME ROUND ME LIKE MAD DOGS, WHO IGNORANTLY ATTACK THEIR MASTERS,
12 FOR THEIR [SEXUAL] THOUGHT IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT AND THEIR UNDERSTANDING PERVERTED.
13 BUT I WAS CARRYING WATER IN MY RIGHT HAND, AND THEIR BITTERNESS I ENDURED BY MY SWEETNESS;
14 AND I DID NOT PERISH, FOR I WAS NOT THEIR BROTHER NOR WAS MY BIRTH LIKE THEIRS.
15 AND THEY SOUGHT FOR MY DEATH AND DID NOT FIND IT: FOR I WAS OLDER THAN THE MEMORIAL OF THEM;
16 AND VAINLY DID THEY MAKE ATTACK UPON ME AND THOSE WHO, WITHOUT REWARD, CAME AFTER ME:
17 THEY SOUGHT TO DESTROY THE MEMORIAL OF HIM WHO WAS BEFORE THEM.
18 FOR THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]CANNOT BE ANTICIPATED; AND HIS HEART IS SUPERIOR TO ALL WISDOM. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 29
AGAIN, REMINISCENT OF THE PSALMS, OF DAVID.
1 THE LORD IS MY HOPE: IN HIM I SHALL NOT BE CONFOUNDED.
2 FOR ACCORDING TO HIS PRAISE HE MADE ME, AND ACCORDING TO HIS GOODNESS EVEN SO HE GAVE UNTO ME:
3 AND ACCORDING TO HIS MERCIES HE EXALTED ME: AND ACCORDING TO HIS EXCELLENT BEAUTY HE SET ME ON HIGH:
4 AND BROUGHT ME UP OUT OF THE DEPTHS OF SHEOL: AND FROM THE MOUTH OF DEATH HE DREW ME:
5 AND THOU DIDST LAY MY ENEMIES LOW, AND HE JUSTIFIED ME BY HIS GRACE.
6 FOR I BELIEVED IN THE LORD'S MESSIAH: AND IT APPEARED TO ME THAT HE IS THE LORD;
7 AND HE SHOWED HIM HIS SIGN: AND HE LED ME BY HIS LIGHT, AND GAVE ME THE ROD OF HIS POWER;
8 THAT I MIGHT SUBDUE THE IMAGINATIONS OF THE PEOPLES; AND THE POWER OF THE MEN OF MIGHT TO BRING THEM LOW:
9 TO MAKE WAR BY HIS WORD, AND TO TAKE VICTORY BY HIS POWER.
10 AND THE LORD OVERTHREW MY ENEMY BY HIS WORD: AND HE BECAME LIKE THE STUBBLE WHICH THE WIND CARRIES AWAY;
11 AND I GAVE PRAISE TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] BECAUSE HE EXALTED ME HIS SERVANT AND THE SON OF HIS HANDMAID. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 30
AN INVITATION TO THE THIRSTY.
1 FILL YE WATERS FOR YOURSELVES FROM THE LIVING FOUNTAIN OF THE LORD, FOR IT IS OPENED TO YOU:
2 AND COME ALL YE THIRSTY, AND TAKE THE DRAUGHT; AND REST BY THE FOUNTAIN OF THE LORD.
3 FOR FAIR IT IS AND PURE AND GIVES REST TO THE SOUL. MUCH MORE PLEASANT ARE ITS WATERS THAN HONEY;
4 AND THE HONEYCOMB OF BEES IS NOT TO BE COMPARED WITH IT.
5 FOR IT FLOWS FORTH FROM THE LIPS OF THE LORD AND FROM THE HEART OF THE LORD IS ITS NAME.
6 AND IT CAME INFINITELY AND INVISIBLY: AND UNTIL IT WAS SET IN THE MIDST THEY DID NOT KNOW IT:
7 BLESSED ARE THEY WHO HAVE DRUNK THEREFROM AND HAVE FOUND REST THEREBY. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 31
A SONG THAT MARCUS AURELIUS MIGHT HAVE KNOWN WHEN HE SAID "BE LIKE THE PROMONTORY AGAINST WHICH THE WAVES CONTINUALLY BREAK."
1 THE ABYSSES WERE DISSOLVED BEFORE THE LORD: AND DARKNESS WAS DESTROYED BY HIS APPEARANCE:
2 [SEXUAL] ERROR WENT ASTRAY AND PERISHED AT HIS HAND: AND FOLLY FOUND NO PATH TO WALK IN, AND WAS SUBMERGED BY THE TRUTH OF THE LORD.
3 HE OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SPOKE GRACE AND JOY: AND HE SPOKE A NEW SONG OF PRAISE TO HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]:
4 AND HE LIFTED UP HIS VOICE TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND OFFERED TO HIM THE SONS THAT WERE WITH HIM.
5 AND HIS FACE WAS JUSTIFIED, FOR THUS HIS HOLY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAD GIVEN TO HIM.
6 COME FORTH, YE THAT HAVE BEEN AFFLICTED AND RECEIVE JOY, AND POSSESS YOUR SOULS BY HIS GRACE; AND TAKE TO YOU IMMORTAL LIFE.
7 AND THEY MADE ME A DEBTOR WHEN I ROSE UP, ME WHO HAD BEEN A DEBTOR: AND THEY DIVIDED MY SPOIL, THOUGH NOTHING WAS DUE TO THEM.
8 BUT I ENDURED AND HELD MY PEACE AND WAS SILENT, AS IF NOT, MOVED BY THEM.
9 BUT I STOOD UNSHAKEN LIKE A FIRM ROCK WHICH IS BEATEN BY THE WAVES AND ENDURES.
10 AND I BORE THEIR BITTERNESS FOR HUMILITY'S SAKE:
11 IN ORDER, THAT I MIGHT REDEEM MY PEOPLE, AND INHERIT IT AND THAT I MIGHT NOT MAKE VOID MY PROMISES TO THE FATHERS, TO WHOM I PROMISED THE SALVATION OF THEIR SEED. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 32
JOY AND LIGHT.
1 TO THE BLESSED THERE IS JOY FROM THEIR HEARTS, AND LIGHT FROM HIM THAT DWELLS IN THEM:
2 AND [SEXLESS] WORDS FROM THE TRUTH, WHO WAS SELF-ORIGINATE: FOR HE IS STRENGTHENED BY THE HOLY POWER OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]: AND HE IS UNPERTURBED FOR EVER AND EVER. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 33
A VIRGIN STANDS AND PROCLAIMS (V. 5).
1 AGAIN GRACE RAN AND FORSOOK [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, AND CAME DOWN IN HIM TO BRING IT TO NAUGHT;
2 AND HE DESTROYED PERDITION FROM BEFORE HIM, AND DEVASTATED ALL ITS ORDER;
3 AND HE STOOD ON A LOFTY SUMMIT AND UTTERED HIS VOICE FROM ONE END OF THE EARTH TO THE OTHER:
4 AND DREW TO HIM ALL THOSE WHO OBEYED HIM; AND THERE DID NOT APPEAR AS IT WERE AN EVIL PERSON.
5 BUT THERE STOOD A PERFECT VIRGIN WHO WAS PROCLAIMING AND CALLING AND SAYING,
6 O YE SONS OF MEN, RETURN YE, AND YE DAUGHTERS OF MEN, COME YE:
7 AND FORSAKE THE WAYS OF THAT [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION AND DRAW NEAR UNTO ME, AND I WILL ENTER INTO YOU, AND WILL BRING YOU FORTH FROM PERDITION,
8 AND MAKE YOU WISE IN THE WAYS OF TRUTH: THAT YOU BE NOT DESTROYED NOR PERISH:
9 HEAR YE ME AND BE REDEEMED. FOR THE GRACE OF GOD I AM TELLING AMONG YOU: AND BY MY MEANS YOU SHALL BE REDEEMED AND BECOME BLESSED.
10 I AM YOUR JUDGE; AND THEY WHO HAVE PUT ME ON SHALL NOT BE INJURED: BUT THEY SHALL POSSESS THE NEW WORLD THAT IS [SEXLESS] INCORRUPT:
11 MY CHOSEN ONES WALK IN ME, AND MY WAYS I WILL MAKE KNOWN TO THEM THAT SEEK ME, AND I WILL MAKE THEM TRUST IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 34
TRUE POETRY--PURE AND SIMPLE.
1 NO WAY IS HARD WHERE THERE IS A SIMPLE HEART.
2 NOR IS THERE ANY WOUND WHERE THE [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS ARE UPRIGHT:
3 NOR IS THERE ANY STORM IN THE DEPTH OF THE ILLUMINATED [SEXLESS] THOUGHT:
4 WHERE ONE IS SURROUNDED ON EVERY SIDE BY BEAUTY, THERE IS NOTHING THAT IS DIVIDED.
5 THE LIKENESS OF WHAT IS BELOW IS THAT WHICH IS ABOVE; FOR EVERYTHING IS ABOVE: WHAT IS BELOW IS NOTHING BUT THE IMAGINATION OF THOSE THAT ARE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE.
6 GRACE HAS BEEN REVEALED FOR YOUR SALVATION. BELIEVE AND LIVE AND BE SAVED. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 35
"NO CRADLED CHILD MORE SOFTLY LIES THAN I: COME SOON, ETERNITY."
1 THE DEW OF THE LORD IN QUIETNESS HE DISTILLED UPON ME:
2 AND THE CLOUD OF PEACE HE CAUSED TO RISE OVER MY HEAD, WHICH GUARDED ME CONTINUALLY;
3 IT WAS TO ME FOR SALVATION: EVERYTHING WAS SHAKEN AND THEY WERE AFFRIGHTED;
4 AND THERE CAME FORTH FROM THEM A SMOKE AND A JUDGMENT; AND I WAS KEEPING QUIET IN THE ORDER OF THE LORD:
5 MORE THAN SHELTER WAS HE TO ME, AND MORE THAN FOUNDATION.
6 AND I WAS CARRIED LIKE A CHILD BY HIS MOTHER: AND HE GAVE ME MILK, THE DEW OF THE LORD:
7 AND I GREW GREAT BY HIS BOUNTY, AND RESTED IN HIS PERFECTION,
8 AND I SPREAD OUT MY HANDS IN THE LIFTING UP OF MY SOUL: AND I WAS MADE RIGHT WITH THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND I WAS REDEEMED WITH HIM. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 36
THEOLOGIANS HAVE NEVER AGREED ON AN EXPLANATION OF THIS PERPLEXING ODE.
1 I RESTED IN THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD: AND THE SPIRIT RAISED ME ON HIGH:
2 AND MADE ME STAND ON MY FEET IN THE HEIGHT OF THE LORD, BEFORE HIS PERFECTION AND HIS GLORY, WHILE I WAS PRAISING HIM BY THE COMPOSITION OF HIS SONGS.
3 THE SPIRIT BROUGHT ME FORTH BEFORE THE FACE OF THE LORD: AND, ALTHOUGH A SON OF MAN, I WAS NAMED THE ILLUMINATE, THE SON OF GOD:
4 WHILE I PRAISED AMONGST THE PRAISING ONES, AND GREAT WAS I AMONGST THE MIGHTY ONES.
5 FOR ACCORDING TO THE GREATNESS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], SO HE MADE ME: AND LIKE HIS OWN NEWNESS HE RENEWED ME; AND HE ANOINTED ME FROM HIS OWN PERFECTION:
6 AND I BECAME ONE OF HIS NEIGHBORS; AND MY MOUTH WAS OPENED, LIKE A CLOUD OF DEW,
7 AND MY HEART POURED OUT AS IT WERE A GUSHING STREAM OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,
8 AND MY ACCESS TO HIM WAS IN PEACE; AND I WAS ESTABLISHED BY THE SPIRIT OF HIS GOVERNMENT. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 37
AN ELEMENTARY ODE.
1 I STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS TO MY LORD: AND TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] I RAISED MY VOICE:
2 AND I SPOKE WITH THE LIPS OF MY HEART; AND HE HEARD ME, WHEN MY VOICE REACHED I HIM:
3 HIS ANSWER CAME TO ME, AND GAVE ME THE FRUITS OF MY LABORS;
4 AND IT GAVE ME REST BY THE GRACE OF THE LORD. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 38
A BEAUTIFUL DESCRIPTION OF THE POWER OF TRUTH.
1 I WENT UP TO THE LIGHT OF TRUTH AS IF INTO A CHARIOT:
2 AND THE TRUTH TOOK ME AND LED ME: AND CARRIED ME ACROSS PITS AND GULLEY’S; AND FROM THE ROCKS AND THE WAVES IT PRESERVED ME:
3 AND IT BECAME TO ME A HAVEN OF SALVATION: AND SET ME ON THE ARMS OF IMMORTAL LIFE:
4 AND IT WENT WITH ME AND MADE ME REST, AND SUFFERED ME NOT TO WANDER, BECAUSE IT WAS THE TRUTH;
5 AND I RAN NO RISK, BECAUSE I WALKED WITH HIM;
6 AND I DID NOT MAKE AN [SEXUAL] ERROR IN ANYTHING BECAUSE I OBEYED THE TRUTH.
7 FOR [SEXUAL] ERROR FLEES AWAY FROM IT, AND MEETS IT NOT: BUT THE TRUTH PROCEEDS IN THE RIGHT PATH, AND
8 WHATEVER I DID NOT KNOW, IT MADE CLEAR TO ME, ALL THE POISONS OF [SEXUAL] ERROR, AND THE PLAGUES OF DEATH WHICH THEY [SEXUALLY] THINK TO BE SWEETNESS:
9 AND I SAW THE DESTROYER OF DESTRUCTION, WHEN THE BRIDE WHO IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED IS ADORNED: AND THE BRIDEGROOM WHO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTS AND IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED;
10 AND I ASKED THE TRUTH 'WHO ARE THESE?'; AND HE SAID TO ME, 'THIS IS THE DECEIVER AND THE [SEXUAL] ERROR:
11 AND THEY ARE ALIKE IN THE BELOVED AND IN HIS BRIDE: AND THEY LEAD ASTRAY AND [SEXUAL] CORRUPT THE WHOLE WORLD:
12 AND THEY INVITE MANY TO THE BANQUET, 
13 AND GIVE THEM TO DRINK OF THE WINE OF THEIR INTOXICATION, AND REMOVE THEIR WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE, AND SO THEY MAKE THEM WITHOUT INTELLIGENCE;
14 AND THEN THEY LEAVE THEM; AND THEN THESE GO ABOUT LIKE MADMEN [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTING: SEEING THAT-THEY ARE WITHOUT HEART, NOR DO THEY SEEK FOR IT!
15 AND I WAS MADE WISE SO AS NOT TO FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE DECEIVER; AND I CONGRATULATED MYSELF BECAUSE THE TRUTH WENT WITH ME,
16 AND I WAS ESTABLISHED AND LIVED AND WAS REDEEMED,
17 AND MY FOUNDATIONS WERE LAID ON THE HAND OF THE LORD: BECAUSE HE ESTABLISHED ME.
18 FOR HE SET THE ROOT AND WATERED IT AND FIXED IT AND BLESSED IT; AND ITS FRUITS ARE FOR EVER.
19 IT STRUCK DEEP AND SPRUNG UP AND SPREAD OUT, AND WAS FULL AND ENLARGED;
20 AND THE LORD ALONE WAS GLORIFIED IN HIS PLANTING AND IN HIS HUSBANDRY: BY HIS CARE AND BY THE BLESSING OF HIS LIPS,
21 BY THE BEAUTIFUL PLANTING OF HIS RIGHT HAND: AND BY THE DISCOVERY OF HIS PLANTING, AND BY THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF HIS MIND. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 39
ONE OF THE FEW ALLUSIONS TO EVENTS IN THE GOSPELS--THAT OF OUR LORD WALKING ON THE SEA OF GALILEE.
1 GREAT RIVERS ARE THE POWER OF THE LORD:
2 AND THEY CARRY HEADLONG THOSE WHO DESPISE HIM: AND ENTANGLE THEIR PATHS:
3 AND THEY SWEEP AWAY THEIR FORDS, AND CATCH THEIR BODIES AND DESTROY THEIR LIVES.
4 FOR THEY ARE MORE SWIFT THAN LIGHTNING AND MORE RAPID, AND THOSE WHO CROSS THEM IN FAITH ARE NOT MOVED;
5 AND THOSE WHO WALK ON THEM WITHOUT BLEMISH SHALL NOT BE AFRAID.
6 FOR THE SIGN IN THEM IS THE LORD; AND THE SIGN IS THE WAY OF THOSE WHO CROSS IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH];
7 PUT ON, THEREFORE, THE NAME OF THE MOST-HIGH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND KNOW HIM, AND YOU SHALL CROSS WITHOUT DANGER, FOR THE RIVERS WILL BE SUBJECT TO YOU.
8 THE LORD HAS BRIDGED THEM BY HIS WORD; AND HE WALKED AND CROSSED THEM ON FOOT:
9 AND HIS FOOTSTEPS STAND FIRM ON THE WATER, AND ARE NOT INJURED; THEY ARE AS FIRM AS A TREE THAT IS TRULY SET UP.
10 AND THE WAVES WERE LIFTED UP ON THIS SIDE AND ON THAT, BUT THE FOOTSTEPS OF OUR LORD MESSIAH STAND FIRM AND ARE NOT OBLITERATED AND ARE NOT DEFACED.
11 AND A WAY HAS BEEN APPOINTED FOR THOSE WHO CROSS AFTER HIM AND FOR THOSE WHO ADHERE TO THE COURSE OF FAITH IN HIM AND WORSHIP HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 40
A SONG OF PRAISE WITHOUT EQUAL.
1 AS THE HONEY DISTILLS FROM THE COMB OF THE BEES,
2 AND THE MILK FLOWS FROM THE WOMAN THAT [SEXLESSLY] LOVES HER CHILDREN;
3 SO ALSO IS MY HOPE ON THEE, MY GOD.
4 AS THE FOUNTAIN GUSHES OUT ITS WATER,
5 SO MY HEART GUSHES OUT THE PRAISE OF THE LORD AND MY LIPS UTTER PRAISE TO HIM, AND MY TONGUE HIS PSALMS. 
6 AND MY FACE EXULTS WITH HIS GLADNESS, AND MY SPIRIT EXULTS IN HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE, AND MY SOUL SHINES IN HIM:
7 AND REVERENCE CONFIDES IN HIM; AND REDEMPTION IN HIM STANDS ASSURED:
8 AND HIS INHERITANCE IS IMMORTAL LIFE, AND THOSE WHO PARTICIPATE IN IT ARE [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 41
WE DISCOVER THAT THE WRITER MAY BE A GENTILE (V. 8).
1 ALL THE LORD'S CHILDREN WILL PRAISE HIM, AND WILL COLLECT THE TRUTH OF HIS FAITH.
2 AND HIS CHILDREN SHALL BE KNOWN TO HIM. THEREFORE WE WILL SING IN HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE:
3 WE LIVE IN THE LORD BY HIS GRACE: AND LIFE WE RECEIVE IN HIS MESSIAH:
4 FOR A GREAT DAY HAS SHINED UPON US: AND MARVELOUS IS HE WHO HAS GIVEN US OF HIS GLORY.
5 LET US, THEREFORE, ALL OF US UNITE TOGETHER IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND LET US HONOR HIM IN HIS GOODNESS,
6 AND LET OUR FACES SHINE IN HIS LIGHT: AND LET OUR HEARTS MEDITATE IN HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE BY NIGHT AND BY DAY.
7 LET US EXULT WITH THE JOY OF THE LORD.
8 ALL THOSE WILL BE ASTONISHED THAT SEE ME. FOR FROM ANOTHER RACE AM I:
9 FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH REMEMBERED ME: HE WHO POSSESSED ME FROM THE BEGINNING:
10 FOR HIS BOUNTY BEGAT ME, AND THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF HIS HEART:
11 AND HIS WORD IS WITH US IN ALL OUR WAY;
12 THE SAVIOR WHO MAKES ALIVE AND DOES NOT REJECT OUR SOULS;
13 THE MAN WHO WAS HUMBLED, AND EXALTED BY HIS OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS,
14 THE SON OF THE MOST HIGH [JEHOVAH] APPEARED IN THE PERFECTION OF HIS FATHER [STEPHEN];
15 AND LIGHT DAWNED FROM THE WORD THAT WAS BEFORETIME IN HIM;
16 THE MESSIAH IS TRULY ONE; AND HE WAS KNOWN BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD,
17 THAT HE MIGHT SAVE SOULS FOR EVER BY THE TRUTH OF HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: A NEW SONG ARISES FROM THOSE WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM. HALLELUJAH.
ODE 42
THE ODES OF SOLOMON, THE SON OF DAVID, ARE ENDED WITH THE FOLLOWING EXQUISITE VERSES.
1 I STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS AND APPROACHED MY LORD:
2 FOR THE STRETCHING OF MY HANDS IS HIS SIGN:
3 MY EXPANSION IS THE OUTSPREAD TREE WHICH WAS SET UP ON THE WAY OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE.
4 AND I BECAME OF NO ACCOUNT TO THOSE WHO DID NOT TAKE HOLD OF ME; AND I SHALL BE WITH THOSE WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ME.
5 ALL MY PERSECUTORS ARE DEAD; AND THEY SOUGHT AFTER ME WHO HOPED IN ME, BECAUSE I WAS ALIVE:
6 AND I ROSE UP AND AM WITH THEM; AND I WILL SPEAK BY THEIR MOUTHS.
7 FOR THEY HAVE DESPISED THOSE WHO PERSECUTED THEM;
8 AND I LIFTED UP OVER THEM THE YOKE OF MY [SEXLESS] LOVE;
9 LIKE THE ARM OF THE BRIDEGROOM OVER THE BRIDE,
10 SO WAS MY YOKE OVER THOSE THAT KNOW ME:
11 AND AS THE COUCH THAT IS SPREAD IN THE HOUSE OF THE BRIDEGROOM AND BRIDE,
12 SO IS MY [SEXLESS] LOVE OVER THOSE THAT BELIEVE IN ME. 
13 AND I WAS NOT REJECTED THOUGH I WAS RECKONED TO BE SO.
14 I DID NOT PERISH, THOUGH THEY DEVISED IT AGAINST ME.
15 SHEOL SAW ME AND WAS MADE MISERABLE:
16 DEATH CAST ME UP, AND MANY ALONG WITH ME.
17 I HAD GALL AND BITTERNESS, AND I WENT DOWN WITH HIM TO THE UTMOST OF HIS DEPTH:
18 AND THE FEET AND THE HEAD HE LET GO, FOR THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO ENDURE MY FACE:
19 AND I MADE A CONGREGATION OF LIVING MEN AMONGST HIS DEAD MEN, AND I SPAKE WITH THEM BY LIVING LIPS:
20 BECAUSE MY WORD SHALL NOT BE VOID:
21 AND THOSE WHO HAD DIED RAN TOWARDS ME: AND THEY CRIED AND SAID, SON OF GOD, HAVE PITY ON US, AND DO WITH US ACCORDING TO THY KINDNESS,
22 AND BRING US OUT FROM THE BONDS OF DARKNESS: AND OPEN TO US THE DOOR BY WHICH WE SHALL COME OUT TO THEE.
23 FOR WE SEE THAT OUR DEATH HAS NOT TOUCHED THEE.
24 LET US ALSO BE REDEEMED WITH THEE: FOR THOU ART OUR REDEEMER.
25 AND I HEARD THEIR VOICE; AND MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] I SEALED UPON THEIR HEADS:
26 FOR THEY ARE FREE MEN AND THEY ARE MINE. HALLELUJAH.
THE LETTER OF ARISTEAS
CHAPTER 1
AT THE TIME OF THE JEWISH CAPTIVITY IN EGYPT, PTOLEMY PHILADELPHUS REVEALS HIMSELF AS THE FIRST GREAT BIBLIOPHILE. HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRES TO HAVE ALL THE BOOKS IN THE WORLD IN HIS LIBRARY; IN ORDER TO GET THE [SEXLESS] LAWS OF MOSES HE OFFERS TO TRADE 100,000 CAPTIVES FOR THAT WORK EXCLAIMING, "IT IS A SMALL BOON INDEED!"
[bookmark: img_14400]1 SINCE I HAVE COLLECTED MATERIAL FOR A MEMORABLE HISTORY OF MY VISIT TO ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE JEWS, AND BECAUSE YOU, PHILOCRATES, AS YOU LOSE NO OPPORTUNITY OF REMINDING ME, HAVE SET GREAT STORE UPON RECEIVING AN ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXLESS] MOTIVES AND OBJECT OF MY MISSION, I HAVE ATTEMPTED TO DRAW UP CLEAR EXPOSITION OF THE MATTER FOR YOU, FOR I PERCEIVE THAT YOU POSSESS A NATURAL [SEXLESS] LOVE OF LEARNING, A QUALITY WHICH IS THE HIGHEST POSSESSION OF MAN, TO BE CONSTANTLY ATTEMPTING 'TO ADD TO HIS STOCK OF KNOWLEDGE AND ACQUIREMENTS' WHETHER THROUGH THE STUDY OF HISTORY OR BY ACTUALLY PARTICIPATING IN THE EVENTS THEMSELVES. 2 IT IS BY THIS MEANS, BY TAKING UP INTO ITSELF THE NOBLEST ELEMENTS, THAT THE SOUL IS ESTABLISHED IN PURITY, AND HAVING FIXED ITS AIM ON PIETY, THE NOBLEST GOAL OF ALL, IT USES THIS AS ITS INFALLIBLE GUIDE AND SO ACQUIRES A DEFINITE [SEXLESS] PURPOSE. 3 IT WAS MY DEVOTION TO THE PURSUIT OF RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE THAT LED ME TO UNDERTAKE THE EMBASSY TO THE MAN I HAVE MENTIONED, WHO WAS HELD IN THE HIGHEST ESTEEM BY HIS OWN CITIZENS AND BY OTHERS, BOTH FOR HIS VIRTUE AND HIS MAJESTY, AND WHO HAD IN HIS POSSESSION DOCUMENTS OF THE HIGHEST VALUE TO THE JEWS IN HIS OWN COUNTRY AND IN FOREIGN LANDS FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DIVINE [SEXLESS] LAW, FOR THEIR [SEXLESS] LAWS ARE WRITTEN ON LEATHER PARCHMENTS IN JEWISH [SEXLESS] CHARACTERS. 4 THIS EMBASSY THEN I UNDERTOOK WITH ENTHUSIASM, HAVING FIRST OF ALL FOUND AN [SEXLESS] OPPORTUNITY OF PLEADING WITH THE KING ON BEHALF OF THE JEWISH CAPTIVES WHO HAD BEEN TRANSPORTED FROM JUDEA TO EGYPT BY THE KING'S FATHER, WHEN HE FIRST OBTAINED POSSESSION OF THIS CITY AND CONQUERED THE LAND OF EGYPT. 5 IT IS WORTH WHILE THAT I SHOULD TELL YOU THIS STORY, TOO, SINCE I AM CONVINCED THAT YOU, WITH YOUR DISPOSITION TOWARDS HOLINESS AND YOUR SYMPATHY WITH MEN WHO ARE LIVING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE HOLY [SEXLESS] LAW, WILL ALL THE MORE READILY LISTEN TO THE ACCOUNT WHICH I [SEXLESSLY] PURPOSE TO SET FORTH, SINCE YOU YOURSELF HAVE LATELY COME TO US FROM THE ISLAND AND ARE ANXIOUS TO HEAR EVERYTHING THAT TENDS TO BUILD UP THE SOUL. 6 ON A FORMER OCCASION TOO, I SENT YOU A RECORD OF THE FACTS [EVIDENCE] WHICH I [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT WORTH RELATING ABOUT THE JEWISH RACE [ACTS 7:30-56], THE RECORD WHICH I HAD OBTAINED FROM THE MOST LEARNED HIGH PRIESTS OF THE MOST LEARNED LAND OF EGYPT. 7 AS YOU ARE SO EAGER TO ACQUIRE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH CAN BENEFIT THE MIND, I' FEEL IT INCUMBENT UPON ME TO IMPART TO YOU ALL THE INFORMATION IN MY POWER. 8 I SHOULD FEEL THE SAME DUTY TOWARDS ALL WHO POSSESSED THE SAME DISPOSITION BUT I FEEL IT ESPECIALLY TOWARDS YOU SINCE YOU HAVE ASPIRATIONS WHICH ARE SO NOBLE, AND SINCE YOU ARE NOT ONLY MY BROTHER IN [SEXLESS] CHARACTER, NO LESS THAN IN BLOOD, BUT ARE ONE WITH ME AS WELL IN THE PURSUIT OF GOODNESS. 9 FOR NEITHER THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE DERIVED FROM GOLD NOR ANY OTHER OF THE POSSESSIONS WHICH ARE PRIZED BY SHALLOW MINDS CONFERS THE SAME BENEFIT AS THE PURSUIT OF CULTURE AND THE STUDY WHICH WE EXPEND IN SECURING IT. 10 BUT THAT I MAY NOT WEARY YOU BY A TOO LENGTHY INTRODUCTION, I WILL PROCEED AT ONCE TO THE SUBSTANCE OF MY NARRATIVE. 11 DEMETRIUS OF PHALERUM, THE PRESIDENT OF THE KING'S LIBRARY, RECEIVED VAST SUM OF MONEY, FOR THE [SEXLESS] PURPOSE OF COLLECTING TOGETHER, AS FAR AS HE POSSIBLY COULD, ALL THE BOOKS IN THE WORLD. 12 BY MEANS OF PURCHASE AND TRANSCRIPTION, HE CARRIED OUT, TO THE BEST OF HIS ABILITY, THE [SEXLESS] PURPOSE OF THE KING. 13 ON ONE OCCASION WHEN I WAS PRESENT, HE WAS ASKED, HOW, MANY THOUSAND BOOKS ARE THERE IN THE LIBRARY? AND HE REPLIED, 'MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND, O KING, AND I SHALL MAKE ENDEAVOUR IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE TO GATHER TOGETHER THE REMAINDER ALSO, SO THAT THE TOTAL OF FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND MAY BE REACHED. I AM TOLD THAT THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE JEWS ARE WORTH TRANSCRIBING AND DESERVE A PLACE IN YOUR LIBRARY! 14 'WHAT IS TO PREVENT YOU FROM DOING THIS?' REPLIED THE KING. 'EVERYTHING THAT IS NECESSARY HAS BEEN PLACED AT YOUR DISPOSAL! 15 'THEY NEED TO BE TRANSLATED,' ANSWERED DEMETRIUS 'FOR IN THE COUNTRY OF THE JEWS THEY USE A PECULIAR ALPHABET (JUST AS THE EGYPTIANS, TOO, HAVE A SPECIAL FORM OF LETTERS) AND SPEAK A PECULIAR DIALECT. 16 THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO USE THE SYRIAC TONGUE, BUT THIS IS NOT THE CASE; THEIR LANGUAGE IS QUITE DIFFERENT.' 17 AND THE KING WHEN HE UNDERSTOOD ALL THE FACTS OF THE CASE ORDERED A LETTER TO BE WRITTEN TO THE JEWISH HIGH PRIEST THAT HIS [SEXLESS] PURPOSE (WHICH HAS ALREADY BEEN DESCRIBED) MIGHT BE ACCOMPLISHED. 18 [SEXUALLY] THINKING THAT THE TIME HAD COME TO PRESS THE DEMAND, WHICH I HAD OFTEN LAID BEFORE SOSIBIUS OF TARENTUM AND ANDREAS, THE CHIEF OF THE BODYGUARD, FOR THE EMANCIPATION OF THE JEWS WHO HAD BEEN TRANSPORTED FROM JUDEA BY THE KING'S FATHER, FOR WHEN BY A COMBINATION OF GOOD FORTUNE AND COURAGE HE HAD BROUGHT HIS ATTACK ON THE WHOLE DISTRICT OF COELE-SYRIA AND PHOENICIA TO A SUCCESSFUL ISSUE, IN THE PROCESS OF TERRORISING THE COUNTRY INTO SUBJECTION, HE TRANSPORTED SOME OF HIS FOES AND OTHERS HE REDUCED TO CAPTIVITY. 19 THE NUMBER OF THOSE WHOM HE TRANSPORTED FROM THE COUNTRY OF THE JEWS TO EGYPT AMOUNTED TO NO LESS THAN A HUNDRED THOUSAND. 20 OF THESE HE ARMED THIRTY THOUSAND PICKED MEN AND SETTLED THEM IN GARRISONS IN THE COUNTRY DISTRICTS. 21 (AND EVEN BEFORE THIS TIME LARGE NUMBERS OF JEWS HAD COME INTO EGYPT WITH THE PERSIAN, AND IN AN EARLIER PERIOD STILL OTHERS HAD BEEN SENT TO EGYPT TO HELP PSAMMETICHUS IN HIS CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE KING OF THE ETHIOPIANS. BUT THESE WERE NOTHING LIKE SO NUMEROUS AS THE CAPTIVES WHOM PTOLEMY THE SON OF LAGUS TRANSPORTED). 22 AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID PTOLEMY PICKED OUT THE BEST OF THESE, THE MEN WHO WERE IN THE PRIME OF LIFE AND DISTINGUISHED FOR THEIR COURAGE, AND ARMED THEM, BUT THE GREAT MASS OF THE OTHERS, THOSE WHO WERE TOO OLD OR TOO YOUNG FOR THIS [SEXLESS] PURPOSE, AND THE WOMEN TOO, HE REDUCED TO SLAVERY, NOT THAT HE WISHED TO DO THIS OF HIS OWN FREE WILL, BUT HE WAS COMPELLED BY HIS SOLDIERS WHO CLAIMED THEM AS A REWARD FOR THE SERVICES WHICH THEY HAD RENDERED IN WAR. 23 HAVING, AS HAS ALREADY BEEN STATED, OBTAINED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR SECURING THEIR EMANCIPATION, I ADDRESSED THE KING WITH THE FOLLOWING ARGUMENTS. 'LET US NOT BE SO UNREASONABLE AS TO ALLOW OUR [SEXLESS] DEEDS TO GIVE THE [SEXUAL] LIE TO OUR [SEXLESS] WORDS [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. 24 SINCE THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH WE WISH NOT ONLY TO TRANSCRIBE BUT ALSO TO TRANSLATE BELONGS TO THE WHOLE JEWISH RACE, WHAT JUSTIFICATION SHALL WE BE ABLE TO FIND FOR OUR EMBASSY WHILE SUCH VAST NUMBERS OF THEM REMAIN IN A STATE OF SLAVERY IN YOUR KINGDOM? 25 IN THE PERFECTION AND WEALTH OF YOUR CLEMENCY RELEASE THOSE WHO ARE HELD IN SUCH MISERABLE BONDAGE, SINCE AS I HAVE BEEN AT PAINS TO DISCOVER, THE GOD WHO GAVE THEM THEIR [SEXLESS] LAW IS THE GOD WHO MAINTAINS YOUR KINGDOM. 26 THEY WORSHIP THE SAME GOD, THE LORD AND [TRUE] CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AS ALL OTHER MEN, AS WE OURSELVES, O KING, THOUGH WE CALL HIM BY DIFFERENT NAMES, SUCH AS ZEUS OR DIS. 27 THIS NAME WAS VERY APPROPRIATELY BESTOWED UPON HIM BY OUR FIRST ANCESTORS, IN ORDER TO SIGNIFY THAT HE, THROUGH WHOM ALL THINGS ARE ENDOWED WITH LIFE AND COME INTO BEING, IS NECESSARILY THE RIDER AND LORD OF THE UNIVERSE. 28 SET ALL MANKIND AN EXAMPLE OF MAGNANIMITY BY RELEASING THOSE WHO ARE HELD IN BONDAGE.' 29 AFTER A BRIEF INTERVAL, WHILE I WAS OFFERING UP AN EARNEST PRAYER TO GOD THAT HE WOULD SO DISPOSE THE MIND OF THE KING THAT ALL THE CAPTIVES MIGHT BE SET AT LIBERTY--(FOR THE HUMAN RACE, BEING THE CREATION OF GOD, IS SWAYED AND [SEXLESSLY] INFLUENCED BY HIM. 30 THEREFORE WITH MANY DIVER’S PRAYERS I CALLED UPON HIM WHO RULETH THE HEART THAT THE KING MIGHT BE CONSTRAINED TO GRANT MY REQUEST. 31 FOR I HAD GREAT HOPES WITH REGARD TO THE SALVATION OF THE MEN SINCE I WAS ASSURED THAT GOD WOULD GRANT A FULFILMENT OF MY PRAYER. 32 FOR WHEN MEN FROM PURE [SEXLESS] MOTIVES PLAN SOME [SEXLESS] ACTION IN THE INTEREST OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THE PERFORMANCE OF NOBLE [SEXLESS] DEEDS, ALMIGHTY GOD BRINGS THEIR [SEXLESS] EFFORTS AND [SEXLESS] PURPOSES TO A SUCCESSFUL ISSUE) THE KING RAISED HIS HEAD AND LOOKING UP AT ME WITH A CHEERFUL COUNTENANCE ASKED, 'HOW MANY THOUSANDS DO YOU [SEXLESSLY] THINK THEY WILL NUMBER?' 33 ANDREAS, WHO WAS STANDING NEAR, REPLIED, 'A LITTLE MORE THAN A HUNDRED THOUSAND.' 34 'IT IS A SMALL BOON INDEED,' SAID THE KING, 'THAT ARISTEAS ASKS OF US!' 35 THEN SOSIBIUS AND SOME OTHERS WHO WERE PRESENT SAID [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] 'YES, BUT IT WILL BE A FIT TRIBUTE TO YOUR MAGNANIMITY FOR YOU TO OFFER THE ENFRANCHISEMENT OF THESE MEN AS AN ACT OF DEVOTION TO THE SUPREME GOD. 36 YOU HAVE BEEN GREATLY HONOURED BY ALMIGHTY GOD AND EXALTED ABOVE ALL YOUR FOREFATHERS IN GLORY AND IT IS ONLY FITTING THAT YOU SHOULD RENDER TO HIM THE GREATEST THANK-OFFERING IN YOUR POWER.' 37 EXTREMELY PLEASED WITH THESE ARGUMENTS HE GAVE ORDERS THAT AN ADDITION SHOULD BE MADE TO THE WAGES OF THE SOLDIERS BY THE AMOUNT OF THE REDEMPTION MONEY, THAT TWENTY DRACHMAE SHOULD BE PAID TO THE OWNERS FOR EVERY SLAVE, THAT A PUBLIC ORDER SHOULD BE ISSUED AND THAT REGISTERS OF THE CAPTIVES SHOULD BE ATTACHED TO IT. 38 HE SHOWED THE GREATEST ENTHUSIASM IN THE BUSINESS, FOR IT WAS GOD WHO HAD BROUGHT OUR [SEXLESS] PURPOSE TO FULFILMENT IN ITS ENTIRETY AND CONSTRAINED HIM TO REDEEM NOT ONLY THOSE WHO HAD COME INTO EGYPT WITH THE ARMY OF HIS FATHER BUT ANY WHO HAD COME BEFORE THAT TIME OR HAD BEEN SUBSEQUENTLY BROUGHT INTO THE KINGDOM. 39 IT WAS POINTED OUT TO HIM THAT THE RANSOM MONEY WOULD EXCEED FOUR HUNDRED TALENTS. 40 I [SEXLESSLY] THINK IT WILL BE USEFUL TO INSERT A COPY OF THE DECREE, FOR IN THIS WAY THE MAGNANIMITY OF THE KING, WHO WAS EMPOWERED BY GOD TO SAVE SUCH VAST MULTITUDES, WILL BE MADE CLEARER AND MORE MANIFEST. 41 THE DECREE OF THE KING RAN AS FOLLOWS: 'ALL WHO SERVED IN THE ARMY OF OUR FATHER IN THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST SYRIA AND PHOENICIA AND IN THE ATTACK UPON THE COUNTRY OF THE JEWS AND BECAME POSSESSED OF JEWISH CAPTIVES AND BROUGHT THEM BACK TO THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA AND THE LAND OF EGYPT OR SOLD THEM TO OTHERS--AND IN THE SAME WAY ANY CAPTIVES WHO WERE IN OUR LAND BEFORE THAT TIME OR WERE BROUGHT HITHER AFTERWARDS--ALL WHO POSSESS SUCH CAPTIVES ARE REQUIRED TO SET THEM AT LIBERTY AT ONCE, RECEIVING TWENTY DRACHMAE PER HEAD AS RANSOM MONEY. 42 THE SOLDIERS WILL RECEIVE THIS MONEY AS A GIFT ADDED TO THEIR WAGES, THE OTHERS FROM THE KING'S TREASURY. 43 WE [SEXLESSLY] THINK THAT IT WAS AGAINST OUR FATHER'S WILL AND AGAINST ALL PROPRIETY THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE CAPTIVES AND THAT THE DEVASTATION OF THEIR LAND AND THE TRANSPORTATION OF THE JEWS TO EGYPT WAS AN ACT OF MILITARY WANTONNESS. 44 THE SPOIL WHICH FELL TO THE SOLDIERS ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE WAS ALL THE BOOTY WHICH THEY SHOULD HAVE CLAIMED. 45 TO REDUCE THE PEOPLE TO SLAVERY IN ADDITION WAS AN ACT OF ABSOLUTE INJUSTICE. 46 WHEREFORE, SINCE IT IS ACKNOWLEDGED THAT WE ARE ACCUSTOMED TO RENDER JUSTICE TO ALL MEN AND ESPECIALLY TO THOSE WHO ARE UNFAIRLY IN A CONDITION OF SERVITUDE, AND SINCE WE STRIVE TO DEAL FAIRLY WITH ALL MEN ACCORDING TO THE DEMANDS OF JUSTICE AND PIETY, WE HAVE DECREED, IN REFERENCE TO THE PERSONS OF THE JEWS WHO ARE IN ANY CONDITION OF BONDAGE IN ANY PART OF OUR DOMINION, THAT THOSE WHO POSSESS THEM SHALL RECEIVE THE STIPULATED SUM OF MONEY AND SET THEM AT LIBERTY AND THAT NO MAN SHALL SHOW ANY TARDINESS IN DISCHARGING HIS OBLIGATIONS. 47 WITHIN THREE DAYS AFTER THE PUBLICATION OF THIS DECREE, THEY MUST MAKE LISTS OF SLAVES FOR THE OFFICERS APPOINTED TO CARRY OUT OUR WILL, AND IMMEDIATELY PRODUCE THE PERSONS OF THE CAPTIVES. 48 FOR WE CONSIDER THAT IT WILL BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO US AND TO OUR AFFAIRS THAT THE MATTER SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO A CONCLUSION. 49 ANY ONE WHO LIKES MAY GIVE INFORMATION ABOUT ANY WHO DISOBEY THE DECREE, ON CONDITION THAT IF THE MAN IS PROVED GUILTY, HE WILL BECOME HIS SLAVE; HIS PROPERTY, HOWEVER, WILL BE HANDED OVER TO THE ROYAL TREASURY.' 50 WHEN THE DECREE WAS BROUGHT TO BE READ OVER TO THE KING FOR HIS APPROVAL, IT CONTAINED ALL THE OTHER PROVISIONS EXCEPT THE PHRASE 'ANY CAPTIVES WHO WERE IN THE LAND BEFORE THAT TIME OR WERE BROUGHT HITHER AFTERWARDS,' AND IN HIS MAGNANIMITY AND THE LARGENESS OF HIS HEART THE KING INSERTED THIS CLAUSE AND GAVE ORDERS THAT THE GRANT OF MONEY REQUIRED FOR THE REDEMPTION SHOULD BE DEPOSITED IN FULL WITH THE PAYMASTERS OF THE FORCES AND THE ROYAL BANKERS, AND SO THE MATTER WAS DECIDED AND THE DECREE RATIFIED WITHIN SEVEN DAYS. 51 THE GRANT FOR THE REDEMPTION AMOUNTED TO MORE THAN SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY TALENTS; FOR MANY INFANTS AT THE BREAST WERE EMANCIPATED TOGETHER WITH THEIR MOTHERS. 52 WHEN THE QUESTION WAS RAISED WHETHER THE SUM OF TWENTY TALENTS WAS TO BE PAID FOR THESE, THE KING ORDERED THAT IT SHOULD BE DONE, AND THUS HE CARRIED OUT HIS DECISION IN THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE WAY.
CHAPTER 2
SHOWING HOW THE MOST CAREFUL RECORDS WERE KEPT OF AFFAIRS OF STATE. GOVERNMENT RED TAPE. A COMMITTEE OF SIX IS APPOINTED TO GO TO THE HIGH PRIEST IN JERUSALEM AND ARRANGE FOR THE EXCHANGE. ARISTEAS IS PUT IN CHARGE OF THE DELEGATION.
1 WHEN THIS HAD BEEN DONE, HE ORDERED DEMETRIUS TO DRAW UP A MEMORIAL WITH REGARD TO THE TRANSCRIPTION OF THE JEWISH BOOKS. 2 FOR ALL AFFAIRS OF STATE USED TO BE CARRIED OUT BY MEANS OF DECREES AND WITH THE MOST PAINS-TAKING ACCURACY BY THESE EGYPTIAN KINGS, AND NOTHING WAS DONE IN A SLIPSHOD OR HAPHAZARD FASHION. 3 AND SO I HAVE INSERTED COPIES OF THE MEMORIAL AND THE LETTERS, THE NUMBER OF THE PRESENTS SENT AND THE [DIVINE] NATURE OF EACH, SINCE EVERY ONE OF THEM EXCELLED IN MAGNIFICENCE AND TECHNICAL SKILL. 4 THE FOLLOWING IS A COPY OF THE MEMORIAL. THE MEMORY OF DEMETRIUS TO THE GREAT KING. 'SINCE YOU HAVE GIVEN ME INSTRUCTIONS O KING, THAT THE BOOKS WHICH ARE NEEDED TO COMPLETE YOUR LIBRARY SHOULD BE COLLECTED TOGETHER, AND THAT THOSE WHICH ARE DEFECTIVE SHOULD BE REPAIRED, I HAVE DEVOTED MYSELF WITH THE UTMOST CARE TO THE FULFILMENT OF YOUR WISHES, AND I NOW HAVE THE FOLLOWING PROPOSAL TO LAY BEFORE YOU. 5 THE BOOKS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE JEWS (WITH SOME FEW OTHERS) ARE ABSENT FROM THE LIBRARY. 6 THEY ARE WRITTEN IN THE HEBREW [SEXLESS] CHARACTERS AND [SEXLESS] LANGUAGE AND HAVE BEEN CARELESSLY INTERPRETED, AND DO NOT REPRESENT THE ORIGINAL TEXT AS I AM INFORMED BY THOSE WHO KNOW; FOR THEY HAVE NEVER HAD A KING'S CARE TO PROTECT THEM. 7 IT IS NECESSARY THAT THESE SHOULD BE MADE ACCURATE FOR YOUR LIBRARY SINCE THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH THEY CONTAIN, INASMUCH AS IT IS OF DIVINE ORIGIN, IS FULL OF WISDOM AND FREE FROM ALL BLEMISH. 8 FOR THIS REASON LITERARY MEN AND POETS AND THE MASS OF HISTORICAL WRITERS HAVE HELD ALOOF FROM REFERRING TO THESE BOOKS AND THE MEN WHO HAVE LIVED AND ARE LIVING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEM, BECAUSE THEIR CONCEPTION OF LIFE IS SO SACRED AND RELIGIOUS, AS HECATAEUS OF ABDERA SAYS. 9 IF IT PLEASE YOU, O KING, A LETTER SHALL BE WRITTEN TO THE HIGH PRIEST IN JERUSALEM, ASKING HIM TO SEND SIX ELDERS OUT OF EVERY TRIBE, MEN WHO HAVE LIVED THE NOBLEST LIFE AND ARE MOST SKILLED IN THEIR [SEXLESS] LAW, THAT WE MAY FIND OUT THE POINTS IN WHICH THE MAJORITY OF THEM ARE IN AGREEMENT, AND SO HAVING OBTAINED AN ACCURATE TRANSLATION MAY PLACE IT IN A CONSPICUOUS PLACE IN A MANNER WORTHY OF THE WORK ITSELF AND YOUR [SEXLESS] PURPOSE. 10 MAY CONTINUAL PROSPERITY BE YOURS!' 11 WHEN THIS MEMORIAL HAD BEEN PRESENTED, THE KING ORDERED A LETTER TO BE WRITTEN TO ELEAZAR ON THE MATTER, GIVING ALSO AN ACCOUNT OF THE EMANCIPATION OF THE JEWISH CAPTIVES. 12 AND HE GAVE FIFTY TALENTS WEIGHT OF GOLD AND SEVENTY TALENTS OF SILVER AND A LARGE QUANTITY OF PRECIOUS STONES TO MAKE BOWLS AND VIALS AND A TABLE AND LIBATION CUPS. 13 HE ALSO GAVE ORDERS TO THOSE WHO HAD THE CUSTODY OF HIS COFFERS TO ALLOW THE ARTIFICERS TO MAKE A SELECTION OF ANY MATERIALS THEY MIGHT REQUIRE FOR THE [SEXLESS] PURPOSE, AND THAT A HUNDRED TALENTS IN MONEY SHOULD BE SENT TO PROVIDE SACRIFICES FOR THE TEMPLE AND FOR OTHER NEEDS. 14 I SHALL GIVE YOU A FULL ACCOUNT OF THE WORKMANSHIP AFTER I HAVE SET BEFORE YOU, COPIES OF THE LETTERS. THE LETTER OF THE KING RAN AS FOLLOWS: 15 'KING PTOLEMY SENDS GREETING AND SALUTATION TO THE HIGH PRIEST ELEAZAR. 16 SINCE THERE ARE MANY JEWS SETTLED IN OUR REALM WHO WERE CARRIED OFF FROM JERUSALEM BY THE PERSIANS AT THE TIME OF THEIR POWER AND MANY MORE WHO CAME WITH MY FATHER INTO EGYPT AS CAPTIVES--LARGE NUMBERS OF THESE HE PLACED IN THE ARMY AND PAID THEM HIGHER WAGES THAN USUAL, AND WHEN HE HAD PROVED THE LOYALTY OF THEIR LEADERS HE BUILT FORTRESSES AND PLACED THEM IN THEIR CHARGE THAT THE NATIVE EGYPTIANS MIGHT BE INTIMIDATED BY THEM. 17 AND I, WHEN I ASCENDED THE THRONE, ADOPTED A KINDLY ATTITUDE TOWARDS ALL MY SUBJECTS, AND MORE PARTICULARLY TO THOSE WHO WERE CITIZENS OF YOURS, I HAVE SET AT LIBERTY MORE THAN A HUNDRED THOUSAND CAPTIVES, PAYING THEIR OWNERS THE APPROPRIATE MARKET PRICE FOR THEM, AND IF EVER EVIL HAS BEEN DONE TO YOUR PEOPLE THROUGH THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS OF THE MOB [MAFIA], I HAVE MADE THEM REPARATION. 18 THE [SEXLESS] MOTIVE WHICH PROMPTED MY [SEXLESS] ACTION HAS BEEN THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO ACT PIOUSLY AND RENDER UNTO THE SUPREME GOD A THANK-OFFERING FOR MAINTAINING MY KINGDOM IN PEACE AND GREAT GLORY IN ALL THE WORLD. 19 MOREOVER THOSE OF YOUR PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE PRIME OF LIFE I HAVE DRAFTED INTO MY ARMY, AND THOSE WHO WERE FIT TO BE ATTACHED TO MY PERSON AND WORTHY OF THE CONFIDENCE OF THE COURT, I HAVE ESTABLISHED IN OFFICIAL POSITIONS. 20 NOW SINCE I AM ANXIOUS TO SHOW MY GRATITUDE TO THESE MEN AND TO THE JEWS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND TO THE GENERATIONS YET TO COME, I HAVE DETERMINED THAT YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW SHALL BE TRANSLATED FROM THE HEBREW TONGUE WHICH IS IN USE AMONGST YOU INTO THE GREEK LANGUAGE, THAT THESE BOOKS MAY BE ADDED TO THE OTHER ROYAL BOOKS IN MY LIBRARY. 21 IT WILL BE A KINDNESS ON YOUR PART AND A REWARD FOR MY ZEAL IF YOU WILL SELECT SIX ELDERS FROM EACH OF YOUR TRIBES, MEN OF NOBLE LIFE AND SKILLED IN YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW AND ABLE TO INTERPRET IT, THAT IN QUESTIONS OF DISPUTE WE MAY BE ABLE TO DISCOVER THE VERDICT IN WHICH THE MAJORITY AGREE, FOR THE INVESTIGATION IS OF THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE IMPORTANCE. 22 I HOPE TO WIN GREAT RENOWN BY THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THIS WORK. 23 I HAVE SENT ANDREAS, THE CHIEF OF MY BODYGUARD AND ARISTEAS--MEN WHOM I HOLD IN HIGH ESTEEM--TO LAY THE MATTER BEFORE YOU AND PRESENT YOU WITH A HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER, THE FIRST-FRUITS OF MY OFFERING FOR THE TEMPLE AND THE SACRIFICES AND OTHER RELIGIOUS RITES. 24 IF YOU WILL WRITE TO ME CONCERNING YOUR WISHES IN THESE MATTERS, YOU WILL CONFER A GREAT FAVOUR UPON ME AND AFFORD ME A NEW PLEDGE OF FRIENDSHIP, FOR ALL YOUR WISHES SHALL BE CARRIED OUT AS SPEEDILY AS POSSIBLE. FAREWELL! 25 TO THIS LETTER ELEAZAR REPLIED APPROPRIATELY AS FOLLOWS: 'ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST SENDS GREETINGS TO KING PTOLEMY HIS TRUE FRIEND. 26 MY HIGHEST WISHES ARE FOR YOUR WELFARE AND THE WELFARE OF QUEEN ARSINOE, YOUR SISTER, AND YOUR CHILDREN. 27 I ALSO AM WELL. I HAVE RECEIVED YOUR LETTER AND AM GREATLY REJOICED BY YOUR [SEXLESS] PURPOSE AND YOUR NOBLE [SEXLESS] COUNSEL. 28 I SUMMONED TOGETHER THE WHOLE PEOPLE AND READ IT TO THEM THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW OF YOUR DEVOTION TO OUR GOD. 29 I SHOWED THEM TOO THE CUPS WHICH YOU SENT, TWENTY OF GOLD AND THIRTY OF SILVER, THE FIVE BOWLS AND THE TABLE OF DEDICATION, AND THE HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER FOR THE OFFERING OF THE SACRIFICES AND PROVIDING THE THINGS OF WHICH THE TEMPLE STANDS IN NEED. 30 THESE GIFTS WERE BROUGHT TO ME BY ANDREAS, ONE OF YOUR MOST HONOURED SERVANTS, AND BY ARISTEAS, BOTH GOOD MEN AND TRUE, DISTINGUISHED BY THEIR LEARNING, AND WORTHY IN EVERY WAY TO BE THE REPRESENTATIVES OF YOUR HIGH PRINCIPLES AND RIGHTEOUS [SEXLESS] PURPOSES. 31 THESE MEN IMPARTED TO ME YOUR MESSAGE AND RECEIVED FROM ME AN ANSWER IN AGREEMENT WITH YOUR LETTER. I WILL CONSENT TO EVERYTHING WHICH IS ADVANTAGEOUS TO YOU EVEN THOUGH YOUR REQUEST IS VERY UNUSUAL. 32 FOR YOU HAVE BESTOWED UPON OUR CITIZENS GREAT AND NEVER TO BE FORGOTTEN BENEFITS IN MANY WAYS. 33 IMMEDIATELY THEREFORE I OFFERED SACRIFICES ON BEHALF OF YOU, YOUR SISTER, YOUR CHILDREN, AND YOUR FRIENDS, AND ALL THE PEOPLE PRAYED THAT YOUR PLANS MIGHT PROSPER CONTINUALLY, AND THAT ALMIGHTY GOD MIGHT PRESERVE YOUR KINGDOM IN PEACE WITH HONOUR, AND THAT THE TRANSLATION OF THE HOLY [SEXLESS] LAW MIGHT PROVE ADVANTAGEOUS TO YOU AND BE CARRIED OUT SUCCESSFULLY. 34 IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL THE PEOPLE I SELECTED SIX ELDERS FROM EACH TRIBE, GOOD MEN AND TRUE, AND I HAVE SENT THEM TO YOU WITH A COPY OF OUR [SEXLESS] LAW. 35 IT WILL BE A KINDNESS, O RIGHTEOUS KING, IF YOU WILL GIVE INSTRUCTION THAT AS SOON AS THE TRANSLATION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS COMPLETED, THE MEN SHALL BE RESTORED AGAIN TO US IN SAFETY. FAREWELL! 36 THE FOLLOWING ARE THE NAMES OF THE ELDERS: OF THE FIRST TRIBE, JOSEPH, EZEKIAH, ZACHARIAH, JOHN, EZEKIAH, ELISHA. 37 OF THE SECOND TRIBE, JUDAS, SIMON, SAMUEL, ADAEUS, MATTATHIAS, ESCHLEMIAS. 38 OF THE THIRD TRIBE, NEHEMIA, JOSEPH, THEODOSIUS, BASEAS, ORNIAS, DAKIS. 39 OF THE FOURTH TRIBE, JONATHAN, ABRAEUS, ELISHA, ANANIAS, CHABRIAS...40 OF THE FIFTH TRIBE, ISAAC, JACOB, JESUS, SABBATAEUS, SIMON, LEVI. 41 OF THE SIXTH TRIBE, JUDAS, JOSEPH, SIMON, ZACHARIAS, SAMUEL, SELEMAS. 42 OF THE SEVENTH TRIBE, SABBATAEUS, ZEDEKIAH, JACOB, ISAAC, JESIAS, NATTHAEUS. 43 OF THE EIGHTH TRIBE, THEODOSIUS, JASON, JESUS, THEODOTUS, JOHN, JONATHAN. 44 OF THE NINTH TRIBE, THEOPHILUS, ABRAHAM, ARSAMOS, JASON, ENDEMIAS, DANIEL. 45 OF THE TENTH TRIBE, JEREMIAH, [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] ELEAZAR, ZACHARIAH, BANEAS, ELISHA, DATHAEUS. 46 OF THE ELEVENTH TRIBE, SAMUEL, JOSEPH, JUDAS, JONATHES, CHABU, DOSITHEUS. 47 OF THE TWELFTH TRIBE, ISAELUS, JOHN, THEODOSIUS, ARSAMOS, ABIETES, EZEKIEL. 48 THEY WERE SEVENTY-TWO IN ALL. SUCH WAS THE ANSWER WHICH ELEAZAR AND HIS FRIENDS GAVE TO THE KING'S LETTER. 
CHAPTER 3
IN WHICH IS DESCRIBED THE MOST EXQUISITE AND BEAUTIFUL TABLE EVER PRODUCED. ALSO, OTHER RICH GIFTS, INTERESTING IN THE LIGHT OF RECENT EXCAVATIONS IN EGYPT.
1 I WILL NOW PROCEED TO REDEEM MY PROMISE AND GIVE A DESCRIPTION OF THE WORKS OF ART. 2 THEY WERE WROUGHT WITH EXCEPTIONAL SKILL, FOR THE KING SPARED NO EXPENSE AND PERSONALLY SUPERINTENDED THE WORKMEN INDIVIDUALLY. 3 THEY COULD NOT THEREFORE SCAMP ANY PART OF THE WORK OR FINISH IT OFF NEGLIGENTLY. 4 FIRST OF ALL I WILL GIVE YOU A DESCRIPTION OF THE TABLE. 5 THE KING WAS ANXIOUS THAT THIS PIECE OF WORK SHOULD BE OF EXCEPTIONALLY LARGE DIMENSIONS, AND HE CAUSED ENQUIRIES TO BE MADE OF THE JEWS IN THE LOCALITY WITH REGARD TO THE SIZE OF THE TABLE ALREADY IN THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM. 6 AND WHEN THEY DESCRIBED THE MEASUREMENTS, HE PROCEEDED TO ASK WHETHER HE MIGHT MAKE A LARGER STRUCTURE. 7 AND SOME OF THE PRIESTS AND THE OTHER JEWS REPLIED THAT THERE WAS NOTHING TO PREVENT HIM. 8 AND HE SAID THAT HE WAS ANXIOUS TO MAKE IT FIVE TIMES THE SIZE, BUT HE HESITATED LEST IT SHOULD PROVE USELESS FOR THE TEMPLE SERVICES. 9 HE WAS DESIROUS THAT HIS GIFT SHOULD NOT MERELY BE STATIONED IN THE TEMPLE, FOR IT WOULD AFFORD HIM MUCH GREATER [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IF THE MEN WHOSE DUTY IT WAS TO OFFER THE FITTING SACRIFICES WERE ABLE TO DO SO APPROPRIATELY ON THE TABLE WHICH HE HAD MADE. 10 HE DID NOT SUPPOSE THAT IT WAS OWING TO LACK OF GOLD THAT THE FORMER TABLE HAD BEEN MADE OF SMALL SIZE, BUT THERE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN, HE SAID, SOME REASON WHY IT WAS MADE OF--THIS DIMENSION. 11 FOR HAD THE ORDER BEEN GIVEN, THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NO LACK OF MEANS. 12 WHEREFORE WE MUST NOT TRANSGRESS OR GO BEYOND THE PROPER MEASURE. 13 AT THE SAME TIME HE ORDERED THEM TO PRESS INTO SERVICE ALL THE MANIFOLD FORMS OF ART, FOR HE WAS A MAN OF THE MOST-LOFTY CONCEPTIONS AND [DIVINE] NATURE HAD ENDOWED HIM WITH A KEEN IMAGINATION WHICH ENABLED HIM TO PICTURE THE APPEARANCE WHICH WOULD BE PRESENTED BY THE FINISHED WORK. 14 HE GAVE ORDERS TOO, THAT WHERE THERE WERE NO INSTRUCTIONS LAID DOWN IN THE JEWISH SCRIPTURES, EVERYTHING SHOULD BE MADE AS BEAUTIFUL AS POSSIBLE. 15 WHEN SUCH INSTRUCTIONS WERE LAID DOWN, THEY WERE TO BE CARRIED OUT TO THE LETTER. 16 THEY MADE THE TABLE TWO CUBITS LONG [17 INCHES, 18 INCHES OR 22 INCHES], ONE CUBIT BROAD, ONE AND A HALF CUBITS HIGH FASHIONING IT OF PURE SOLID GOLD. 17 WHAT I AM DESCRIBING WAS NOT THIN GOLD LAID OVER ANOTHER FOUNDATION, BUT THE WHOLE STRUCTURE WAS OF MASSIVE GOLD WELDED TOGETHER. 18 AND THEY MADE A BORDER OF A HAND'S BREADTH ROUND ABOUT IT. 19 AND THERE WAS A WREATH OF WAVE-WORK, ENGRAVED IN RELIEF IN THE FORM OF ROPES MARVELLOUSLY WROUGHT ON ITS THREE SIDES. 20 FOR IT WAS TRIANGULAR IN SHAPE AND THE STYLE OF THE WORK WAS EXACTLY THE SAME ON EACH OF THE SIDES, SO THAT WHICHEVER SIDE THEY WERE TURNED, THEY PRESENTED THE SAME APPEARANCE. 21 OF THE TWO SIDES UNDER THE BORDER, THE ONE WHICH SLOPED DOWN TO THE TABLE WAS A VERY BEAUTIFUL PIECE OF WORK, BUT IT WAS THE OUTER SIDE WHICH ATTRACTED THE GAZE OF THE SPECTATOR. 22 NOW THE UPPER EDGE OF THE TWO SIDES, BEING ELEVATED, WAS SHARP SINCE, AS WE HAVE SAID, THE RIM WAS THREE-SIDED, FROM WHATEVER POINT OF VIEW ONE APPROACHED IT. 23 AND THERE WERE LAYERS OF PRECIOUS STONES ON IT IN THE MIDST OF THE EMBOSSED CORD-WORK, AND THEY WERE INTERWOVEN WITH ONE ANOTHER BY AN INIMITABLE ARTISTIC [SEXLESS] DEVICE. 24 FOR THE SAKE OF SECURITY THEY WERE ALL FIXED BY GOLDEN NEEDLES WHICH WERE INSERTED IN PERFORATIONS IN THE STONES. 25 AT THE SIDES THEY WERE CLAMPED TOGETHER BY FASTENINGS TO HOLD THEM FIRM. 26 ON THE PART OF THE BORDER ROUND THE TABLE WHICH SLANTED UPWARDS AND MET THE EYES, THERE WAS WROUGHT A PATTERN OF EGGS IN PRECIOUS STONES, ELABORATELY ENGRAVED BY A CONTINUOUS PIECE OF FLUTED RELIEF-WORK, CLOSELY CONNECTED TOGETHER ROUND THE WHOLE TABLE. 27 AND UNDER THE STONES WHICH HAD BEEN ARRANGED TO REPRESENT EGGS THE ARTISTS MADE A CROWN CONTAINING ALL KINDS OF FRUITS, HAVING AT ITS TOP CLUSTERS OF GRAPES AND EARS OF CORN, DATES ALSO AND APPLES, AND POMEGRANATES AND THE LIKE, CONSPICUOUSLY ARRANGED. 28 THESE FRUITS WERE WROUGHT OUT OF PRECIOUS STONES, OF THE SAME COLOUR AS THE FRUITS THEMSELVES AND THEY FASTENED THEM EDGEWAYS ROUND ALL THE SIDES OF THE TABLE WITH A BAND OF GOLD. 29 AND AFTER THE CROWN OF FRUIT HAD BEEN PUT ON, UNDERNEATH THERE WAS INSERTED ANOTHER PATTERN OF EGGS IN PRECIOUS STONES, AND OTHER FLUTING AND EMBOSSED WORK, THAT BOTH SIDES OF THE TABLE MIGHT BE USED, ACCORDING TO THE WISHES OF THE OWNERS AND FOR THIS REASON THE WAVE-WORK AND THE BORDER WERE EXTENDED DOWN TO THE FEET OF THE TABLE. 30 THEY MADE AND FASTENED UNDER THE WHOLE WIDTH OF THE TABLE A MASSIVE PLATE FOUR FINGERS THICK, THAT THE FEET MIGHT BE INSERTED INTO IT, AND CLAMPED FAST WITH LINCH-PINS WHICH FITTED INTO SOCKETS UNDER THE BORDER, SO THAT WHICH EVER SIDE OF THE TABLE PEOPLE PREFERRED, MIGHT BE USED. 31 THUS IT BECAME MANIFESTLY CLEAR THAT THE WORK WAS INTENDED TO BE USED EITHER WAY. 32 ON THE TABLE ITSELF THEY ENGRAVED A 'MAEANDER,' HAVING PRECIOUS STONES STANDING OUT IN THE MIDDLE OF IT, RUBIES AND EMERALDS AND AN ONYX TOO AND MANY OTHER KINDS OF STONES WHICH EXCEL IN BEAUTY. 33 AND NEXT TO THE 'MAEANDER' THERE WAS PLACED A WONDERFUL PIECE OF NETWORK, WHICH MADE THE CENTRE OF THE TABLE APPEAR LIKE A RHOMBOID IN SHAPE, AND ON IT A CRYSTAL AND AMBER, AS IT IS CALLED, HAD BEEN WROUGHT, WHICH PRODUCED AN INCOMPARABLE IMPRESSION ON THE BEHOLDERS. 34 THEY MADE THE FEET OF THE TABLE WITH HEADS LIKE LILIES, SO THAT THEY SEEMED TO BE LIKE LILIES BENDING DOWN BENEATH THE TABLE, AND THE PARTS WHICH WERE VISIBLE REPRESENTED LEAVES WHICH STOOD UPRIGHT. 35 THE BASIS OF THE FOOT ON THE GROUND CONSISTED OF A RUBY AND MEASURED A HAND'S BREADTH HIGH ALL ROUND. 36 IT HAD THE APPEARANCE OF A SHOE AND WAS EIGHT FINGERS BROAD. 37 UPON IT THE WHOLE EXPANSE OF THE FOOT RESTED. 38 AND THEY MADE THE FOOT APPEAR LIKE IVY GROWING OUT OF THE STONE, INTERWOVEN WITH AKANTHUS AND SURROUNDED WITH A VINE WHICH ENCIRCLED IT WITH CLUSTERS OF GRAPES, WHICH WERE WORKED IN STONES, UP TO THE TOP OF THE FOOT. 39 ALL THE FOUR FEET WERE MADE IN THE SAME STYLE, AND EVERYTHING WAS WROUGHT AND FITTED SO SKILFULLY, AND SUCH REMARKABLE SKILL AND KNOWLEDGE WERE EXPENDED UPON MAKING IT TRUE TO [DIVINE] NATURE, THAT WHEN THE AIR WAS STIRRED BY A BREATH OF WIND, MOVEMENT WAS IMPARTED TO THE LEAVES, AND EVERYTHING WAS FASHIONED TO CORRESPOND WITH THE ACTUAL REALITY WHICH IT REPRESENTED. 40 AND THEY MADE THE TOP OF THE TABLE IN THREE PARTS LIKE A TRIPTYCHON, AND THEY WERE SO FITTED AND DOVETAILED TOGETHER WITH SPIGOTS ALONG THE WHOLE BREADTH OF THE WORK, THAT THE MEETING OF THE JOINTS COULD NOT BE SEEN OR EVEN DISCOVERED. 41 THE THICKNESS OF THE TABLE WAS NOT LESS THAN HALF A CUBIT, SO THAT THE WHOLE WORK MUST HAVE COST MANY TALENTS. 42 FOR SINCE THE KING DID NOT WISH TO ADD TO ITS SIZE, HE EXPENDED ON THE DETAILS THE SAME SUM OF MONEY WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN REQUIRED IF THE TABLE COULD HAVE BEEN OF LARGER DIMENSIONS. 43 AND EVERYTHING WAS COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS PLAN, IN A MOST WONDERFUL AND REMARKABLE WAY, WITH INIMITABLE ART AND INCOMPARABLE BEAUTY. 44 OF THE MIXING BOWLS, TWO WERE WROUGHT IN GOLD, AND FROM THE BASE TO THE MIDDLE WERE ENGRAVED WITH RELIEF WORK IN THE PATTERN OF SCALES, AND BETWEEN THE SCALES PRECIOUS STONES WERE INSERTED WITH GREAT ARTISTIC SKILL. 45 THEN THERE WAS A 'MAEANDER' A CUBIT IN HEIGHT, WITH ITS SURFACE. WROUGHT OUT OF PRECIOUS STONES OF MANY COLOURS, DISPLAYING GREAT ARTISTIC EFFORT AND BEAUTY. 46 UPON THIS THERE WAS A MOSAIC, WORKED IN THE FORM OF A RHOMBUS, HAVING A NET-LIKE APPEARANCE AND REACHING RIGHT UP TO THE BRIM. 47 IN THE MIDDLE, SMALL SHIELDS WHICH WERE MADE OF DIFFERENT PRECIOUS STONES, PLACED ALTERNATELY, AND VARYING IN KIND, NOT LESS THAN FOUR FINGERS BROAD, ENHANCED THE BEAUTY OF THEIR APPEARANCE. 48 ON THE TOP OF THE BRIM THERE WAS AN ORNAMENT OF LILIES IN BLOOM, AND INTERTWINING CLUSTERS OF GRAPES WERE ENGRAVEN ALL ROUND. 49 SUCH THEN WAS THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE GOLDEN BOWLS, AND THEY HELD MORE THAN TWO FIRKINS EACH. 50 THE SILVER BOWLS HAD A SMOOTH SURFACE, AND WERE WONDERFULLY MADE AS IF THEY WERE INTENDED FOR LOOKING-GLASSES, SO THAT EVERYTHING WHICH WAS BROUGHT NEAR TO THEM WAS REFLECTED EVEN MORE CLEARLY THAN IN MIRRORS. 51 BUT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DESCRIBE THE REAL IMPRESSION WHICH THESE WORKS OF ART PRODUCED UPON THE MIND WHEN THEY WERE FINISHED. 52 FOR, WHEN THESE VESSELS HAD BEEN COMPLETED AND PLACED SIDE BY SIDE, FIRST A SILVER BOWL AND THEN A GOLDEN, THEN ANOTHER SILVER, AND THEN ANOTHER GOLDEN, THE APPEARANCE THEY PRESENTED IS ALTOGETHER INDESCRIBABLE, AND THOSE WHO CAME TO SEE THEM WERE NOT ABLE TO TEAR THEMSELVES FROM THE BRILLIANT SIGHT AND ENTRANCING SPECTACLE. 53 THE IMPRESSIONS PRODUCED BY THE SPECTACLE WERE VARIOUS IN KIND. 54 WHEN MEN LOOKED AT THE GOLDEN VESSELS, AND THEIR MINDS MADE A COMPLETE SURVEY OF EACH DETAIL OF WORKMANSHIP, THEIR SOULS WERE THRILLED WITH WONDER. 55 AGAIN WHEN A MAN WISHED TO DIRECT HIS GAZE TO THE SILVER VESSELS, AS THEY STOOD BEFORE HIM, EVERYTHING SEEMED TO FLASH WITH LIGHT ROUND ABOUT THE PLACE WHERE HE WAS STANDING, AND AFFORDED A STILL GREATER DELIGHT TO THE ONLOOKERS. 56 SO THAT IT IS REALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO DESCRIBE THE ARTISTIC BEAUTY OF THE WORKS. 57 THE GOLDEN VIALS THEY ENGRAVED IN THE CENTRE WITH VINE WREATHS. 58 AND ABOUT THE RIMS THEY WOVE A WREATH OF IVY AND MYRTLE AND OLIVE IN RELIEF WORK AND INSERTED PRECIOUS STONES IN IT. 59 THE OTHER PARTS OF THE RELIEF WORK THEY WROUGHT IN DIFFERENT PATTERNS, SINCE THEY MADE IT A POINT OF HONOUR TO COMPLETE EVERYTHING IN A WAY WORTHY OF THE MAJESTY OF THE KING. 60 IN A WORD IT MAY BE SAID THAT NEITHER IN THE KING'S TREASURY NOR IN ANY OTHER, WERE THERE ANY WORKS WHICH EQUALLED THESE IN COSTLINESS OR IN ARTISTIC SKILL. 61 FOR THE KING SPENT NO LITTLE [SEXUAL] THOUGHT UPON THEM, FOR HE [SEXUALLY] LOVED TO GAIN GLORY FOR THE EXCELLENCE OF HIS DESIGNS. 62 FOR OFTENTIMES HE WOULD NEGLECT HIS OFFICIAL BUSINESS, AND SPEND HIS TIME WITH THE ARTISTS IN HIS ANXIETY THAT THEY SHOULD COMPLETE EVERYTHING IN A MANNER WORTHY OF THE PLACE TO WHICH THE GIFTS WERE TO BE SENT. 63 SO EVERYTHING WAS CARRIED OUT ON A GRAND SCALE, IN A MANNER WORTHY OF THE KING WHO SENT THE GIFTS AND OF THE HIGH PRIEST WHO WAS THE RULER OF THE LAND. 64 THERE WAS NO STINT OF PRECIOUS STONES, FOR NOT LESS THAN FIVE THOUSAND WERE USED AND THEY WERE ALL OF LARGE SIZE. 65 THE MOST EXCEPTIONAL ARTISTIC SKILL WAS EMPLOYED, SO THAT THE COST OF THE STONES AND THE WORKMANSHIP WAS FIVE TIMES AS MUCH AS THAT OF THE GOLD.
CHAPTER 4
VIVID DETAILS OF THE SACRIFICE. THE UNERRING ACCURACY OF THE PRIESTS IS NOTABLE. A SAVAGE [SEXUAL] ORGY. A DESCRIPTION OF THE TEMPLE AND ITS WATER-WORKS.
1 I HAVE GIVEN YOU THIS DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENTS BECAUSE I [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT IT WAS NECESSARY. 2 THE NEXT POINT IN THE NARRATIVE IS AN ACCOUNT OF OUR JOURNEY TO ELEAZAR, BUT I WILL FIRST OF ALL GIVE YOU A DESCRIPTION OF THE WHOLE COUNTRY. 3 WHEN WE ARRIVED IN THE LAND OF THE JEWS, WE SAW THE CITY SITUATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WHOLE OF JUDEA ON THE TOP OF A MOUNTAIN OF CONSIDERABLE ALTITUDE. 4 ON THE SUMMIT THE TEMPLE HAD BEEN BUILT IN ALL ITS SPLENDOUR. 5 IT WAS SURROUNDED BY THREE WALLS MORE THAN SEVENTY CUBITS HIGH AND IN LENGTH AND BREADTH CORRESPONDING TO THE STRUCTURE OF THE EDIFICE. 6 ALL THE BUILDINGS WERE CHARACTERISED BY A MAGNIFICENCE AND COSTLINESS QUITE UNPRECEDENTED. 7 IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT NO EXPENSE HAD BEEN SPARED ON THE DOOR AND THE FASTENINGS, WHICH CONNECTED IT WITH THE DOOR-POSTS, AND THE STABILITY OF THE LINTEL. 8 THE STYLE OF THE CURTAIN TOO WAS THOROUGHLY IN PROPORTION TO THAT OF THE ENTRANCE. 9 ITS FABRIC OWING TO THE DRAUGHT OF WIND WAS IN PERPETUAL MOTION, AND AS THIS MOTION WAS COMMUNICATED FROM THE BOTTOM AND THE CURTAIN BULGED OUT TO ITS HIGHEST EXTENT, IT AFFORDED A PLEASANT SPECTACLE FROM WHICH A MAN COULD SCARCELY TEAR HIMSELF AWAY. 10 THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE ALTAR WAS IN KEEPING WITH THE PLACE ITSELF AND WITH THE BURNT OFFERINGS WHICH WERE CONSUMED BY FIRE UPON IT, AND THE APPROACH TO IT WAS ON A SIMILAR SCALE. 11 THERE WAS A GRADUAL SLOPE UP TO IT, CONVENIENTLY ARRANGED FOR THE [SEXLESS] PURPOSE OF DECENCY, AND THE MINISTERING PRIESTS WERE ROBED IN LINEN GARMENTS, DOWN TO THEIR ANKLES. 12 THE TEMPLE FACES THE EAST AND ITS BACK IS TOWARD THE WEST. 13 THE WHOLE OF THE FLOOR IS PAVED WITH STONES AND SLOPES DOWN TO THE APPOINTED PLACES, THAT WATER MAY BE CONVEYED TO WASH AWAY THE BLOOD FROM THE SACRIFICES, FOR MANY THOUSAND BEASTS ARE SACRIFICED THERE ON THE FEAST DAYS. 14 AND THERE IS AN INEXHAUSTIBLE SUPPLY OF WATER, BECAUSE AN ABUNDANT NATURAL SPRING GUSHES UP FROM WITHIN THE TEMPLE AREA. 15 THERE ARE MOREOVER WONDERFUL AND INDESCRIBABLE CISTERNS UNDERGROUND, AS THEY POINTED OUT TO ME, AT A DISTANCE OF FIVE FURLONGS ALL ROUND THE SITE OF THE TEMPLE, AND EACH OF THEM HAS COUNTLESS PIPES SO THAT THE DIFFERENT STREAMS CONVERGE TOGETHER. 16 AND ALL THESE WERE FASTENED WITH LEAD AT THE BOTTOM AND AT THE SIDEWALLS, AND OVER THEM A GREAT QUANTITY OF PLASTER HAD BEEN SPREAD, AND EVERY PART OF THE WORK HAD BEEN MOST CAREFULLY CARRIED OUT. 17 THERE ARE MANY OPENINGS FOR WATER AT THE BASE OF THE ALTAR WHICH ARE INVISIBLE TO ALL EXCEPT TO THOSE WHO ARE ENGAGED IN THE MINISTRATION, SO THAT ALL THE BLOOD OF THE SACRIFICES WHICH IS COLLECTED IN GREAT QUANTITIES IS WASHED AWAY IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE. 18 SUCH IS MY OPINION WITH REGARD TO THE [SEXLESS] CHARACTER OF THE RESERVOIRS AND I WILL NOW SHOW YOU HOW IT WAS CONFIRMED. 19 THEY LED ME MORE THAN FOUR FURLONGS OUTSIDE THE CITY AND BADE ME PEER DOWN TOWARDS A CERTAIN SPOT AND LISTEN TO THE NOISE THAT WAS MADE BY THE MEETING OF THE WATERS, SO THAT THE GREAT SIZE OF THE RESERVOIRS BECAME MANIFEST TO ME, AS HAS ALREADY BEEN POINTED OUT. 20 THE MINISTRATION OF THE PRIESTS IS IN EVERY WAY UNSURPASSED BOTH FOR ITS PHYSICAL ENDURANCE AND FOR ITS ORDERLY AND SILENT SERVICE. 21 FOR THEY ALL WORK SPONTANEOUSLY, THOUGH IT ENTAILS MUCH PAINFUL EXERTION, AND EACH ONE HAS A SPECIAL TASK ALLOTTED TO HIM. 22 THE SERVICE IS CARRIED ON WITHOUT INTERRUPTION--SOME PROVIDE THE WOOD, OTHERS THE OIL, OTHERS THE FINE WHEAT FLOUR, OTHERS THE SPICES; OTHERS AGAIN BRING THE PIECES OF FLESH FOR THE BURNT OFFERING, EXHIBITING A WONDERFUL, DEGREE OF STRENGTH. 23 FOR THEY TAKE UP WITH BOTH HANDS THE LIMBS OF A CALF, EACH OF THEM WEIGHING MORE THAN TWO TALENTS, AND THROW THEM WITH EACH HAND IN A WONDERFUL WAY ON TO THE HIGH PLACE OF THE ALTAR AND NEVER MISS PLACING THEM ON THE PROPER SPOT. 24 IN THE SAME WAY THE PIECES OF THE SHEEP AND ALSO OF THE GOATS ARE WONDERFUL BOTH FOR THEIR WEIGHT AND THEIR FATNESS. 25 FOR THOSE, WHOSE BUSINESS IT IS, ALWAYS SELECT THE BEASTS WHICH ARE WITHOUT BLEMISH AND SPECIALLY, FAT, AND THUS THE SACRIFICE WHICH I HAVE DESCRIBED, IS CARRIED OUT. 26 THERE IS A SPECIAL PLACE SET APART FOR THEM TO REST IN, WHERE THOSE WHO ARE RELIEVED FROM DUTY SIT. 27 WHEN THIS TAKES PLACE, THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY RESTED AND ARE READY TO RESUME THEIR DUTIES RISE UP SPONTANEOUSLY SINCE THERE IS NO ONE TO GIVE ORDERS WITH REGARD TO THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE SACRIFICES. 28 THE MOST COMPLETE SILENCE REIGNS SO THAT ONE MIGHT IMAGINE THAT THERE WAS NOT A SINGLE PERSON PRESENT, THOUGH THERE ARE ACTUALLY SEVEN HUNDRED MEN ENGAGED IN THE WORK, BESIDES THE VAST NUMBER OF THOSE WHO ARE OCCUPIED IN BRINGING UP THE SACRIFICES. 29 EVERYTHING IS CARRIED OUT WITH REVERENCE AND IN A WAY WORTHY OF THE GREAT GOD. 30 WE WERE GREATLY ASTONISHED, WHEN WE SAW ELEAZAR ENGAGED IN THE MINISTRATION, AT THE MODE OF HIS DRESS, AND THE MAJESTY OF HIS APPEARANCE, WHICH WAS REVEALED IN THE ROBE WHICH HE WORE AND THE PRECIOUS STONES UPON HIS PERSON. 31 THERE WERE GOLDEN BELLS UPON THE GARMENT WHICH REACHED DOWN TO HIS FEET, GIVING FORTH A PECULIAR KIND OF MELODY, AND ON BOTH SIDES OF THEM THERE WERE POMEGRANATES WITH VARIEGATED FLOWERS OF A WONDERFUL HUE. 32 HE WAS GIRDED WITH A GIRDLE OF CONSPICUOUS BEAUTY, WOVEN IN THE MOST BEAUTIFUL COLOURS. 33 ON HIS BREAST HE WORE THE ORACLE OF GOD, AS IT IS CALLED, ON WHICH TWELVE STONES, OF DIFFERENT KINDS, WERE INSET, FASTENED TOGETHER WITH GOLD, CONTAINING THE NAMES OF THE LEADERS OF THE TRIBES, ACCORDING TO THEIR ORIGINAL ORDER, EACH ONE FLASHING FORTH IN AN INDESCRIBABLE WAY ITS OWN PARTICULAR COLOUR. 34 ON HIS HEAD HE WORE A TIARA [JEWELED ORNAMENTAL BAND], AS IT IS CALLED, AND UPON THIS IN THE MIDDLE OF HIS FOREHEAD AN INIMITABLE TURBAN, THE ROYAL DIADEM FULL OF GLORY WITH THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] INSCRIBED IN SACRED LETTERS ON A PLATE OF GOLD…HAVING BEEN JUDGED WORTHY TO WEAR THESE EMBLEMS IN THE MINISTRATIONS. 35 THEIR APPEARANCE CREATED SUCH AWE AND CONFUSION OF MIND AS TO MAKE ONE FEEL THAT ONE HAD COME INTO THE PRESENCE OF A MAN WHO BELONGED TO A DIFFERENT WORLD. 36 I AM CONVINCED THAT ANY ONE WHO TAKES PART IN THE SPECTACLE WHICH I HAVE DESCRIBED WILL HE FILLED WITH ASTONISHMENT AND INDESCRIBABLE WONDER AND BE PROFOUNDLY AFFECTED IN HIS MIND AT THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF THE SANCTITY WHICH IS ATTACHED TO EACH DETAIL OF THE SERVICE. 37 BUT IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT GAIN COMPLETE INFORMATION, WE ASCENDED TO THE SUMMIT OF THE NEIGHBORING CITADEL AND LOOKED AROUND US. 38 IT IS SITUATED IN A VERY LOFTY SPOT, AND IS FORTIFIED WITH MANY TOWERS, WHICH HAVE BEEN BUILT UP TO THE VERY TOP, OF IMMENSE STONES, WITH THE OBJECT, AS WE WERE INFORMED, OF GUARDING THE TEMPLE PRECINCTS, SO THAT IF THERE WERE AN ATTACK, OR AN INSURRECTION OR AN ONSLAUGHT OF THE ENEMY, NO ONE WOULD BE ABLE TO FORCE AN ENTRANCE WITHIN THE WALLS THAT SURROUND THE TEMPLE. 39 ON THE TOWERS OF THE CITADEL ENGINES OF WAR WERE PLACED AND DIFFERENT KINDS OF MACHINES, AND THE POSITION WAS MUCH HIGHER THAN THE CIRCLE OF WALLS WHICH I HAVE MENTIONED. 40 THE TOWERS WERE GUARDED TOO BY MOST TRUSTY MEN WHO HAD GIVEN THE UTMOST PROOF OF THEIR LOYALTY TO THEIR COUNTRY. 41 THESE MEN WERE NEVER ALLOWED TO LEAVE THE CITADEL, EXCEPT ON FEAST DAYS AND THEN ONLY IN DETACHMENTS, NOR DID THEY PERMIT ANY STRANGER TO ENTER IT. 42 THEY WERE ALSO VERY CAREFUL WHEN ANY COMMAND CAME FROM THE CHIEF OFFICER TO ADMIT ANY VISITORS TO INSPECT THE PLACE, AS OUR OWN EXPERIENCE TAUGHT US. 43 THEY WERE VERY RELUCTANT TO ADMIT US--THOUGH WE WERE BUT TWO UNARMED MEN--TO VIEW THE OFFERING OF THE SACRIFICES. 44 AND THEY ASSERTED THAT THEY WERE BOUND BY AN OATH WHEN THE TRUST WAS COMMITTED TO THEM, FOR THEY HAD ALL SWORN AND WERE BOUND TO CARRY OUT THE OATH SACREDLY TO THE LETTER, THAT THOUGH THEY WERE FIVE HUNDRED IN NUMBER THEY WOULD NOT PERMIT MORE THAN FIVE MEN TO ENTER AT ONE TIME. 45 THE CITADEL WAS THE SPECIAL PROTECTION OF THE TEMPLE AND ITS FOUNDER HAD FORTIFIED IT SO STRONGLY THAT IT MIGHT EFFICIENTLY PROTECT IT.
CHAPTER 5
A DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY AND THE COUNTRYSIDE. COMPARE VERSE 11 WITH CONDITIONS OF TODAY. VERSES 89-41 REVEAL HOW THE ANCIENTS ESTIMATE A SCHOLAR AND A GENTLEMAN.
THE SIZE OF THE CITY IS OF MODERATE DIMENSIONS. 2 IT IS ABOUT FORTY FURLONGS [1/8 MILE, 220 YARDS] IN CIRCUMFERENCE, AS FAR AS ONE COULD CONJECTURE. 3 IT HAS ITS TOWERS ARRANGED IN THE SHAPE OF A THEATRE, WITH THOROUGHFARES LEADING BETWEEN THEM NOW THE CROSSROADS OF THE LOWER TOWERS ARE VISIBLE BUT THOSE OF THE UPPER TOWERS ARE MORE FREQUENTED. 4 FOR THE GROUND ASCENDS, SINCE THE CITY IS BUILT UPON A MOUNTAIN. 5 THERE ARE STEPS TOO WHICH LEAD UP TO THE CROSSROADS, AND SOME PEOPLE ARE ALWAYS GOING UP, AND OTHERS DOWN AND THEY KEEP AS FAR APART FROM EACH OTHER AS POSSIBLE ON THE ROAD BECAUSE OF THOSE WHO ARE BOUND BY THE RULES OF PURITY, LEST THEY SHOULD TOUCH ANYTHING WHICH IS [SEXUALLY] UNLAWFUL. 6 IT WAS NOT WITHOUT REASON THAT THE ORIGINAL FOUNDERS OF THE CITY BUILT IT IN DUE PROPORTIONS, FOR THEY POSSESSED CLEAR INSIGHT WITH REGARD TO WHAT WAS REQUIRED. 7 FOR THE COUNTRY IS EXTENSIVE AND BEAUTIFUL. 8 SOME PARTS OF IT ARE LEVEL, ESPECIALLY THE DISTRICTS WHICH BELONG TO SAMARIA, AS IT IS CALLED, AND WHICH BORDER ON THE LAND OF THE IDUMEANS, OTHER PARTS ARE MOUNTAINOUS, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHICH ARE CONTIGUOUS TO THE LAND OF JUDEA. 9 THE PEOPLE THEREFORE ARE BOUND TO DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO AGRICULTURE AND THE CULTIVATION OF THE SOIL THAT BY THIS MEANS THEY MAY HAVE A PLENTIFUL SUPPLY OF CROPS. 10 IN THIS WAY CULTIVATION OF EVERY KIND IS CARRIED ON AND AN ABUNDANT HARVEST REAPED IN THE WHOLE OF THE AFORESAID LAND. 11 THE CITIES WHICH ARE LARGE AND ENJOY A CORRESPONDING PROSPERITY ARE WELL-POPULATED, BUT THEY NEGLECT THE COUNTRY DISTRICTS, SINCE ALL MEN ARE INCLINED TO A LIFE OF ENJOYMENT, FOR EVERY ONE HAS A NATURAL TENDENCY TOWARDS THE PURSUIT OF [SEXLESS] PLEASURE. 12 THE SAME THING HAPPENED IN ALEXANDRIA, WHICH EXCELS ALL CITIES IN SIZE AND PROSPERITY. 13 COUNTRY PEOPLE BY MIGRATING FROM THE RURAL DISTRICTS AND SETTLING IN THE CITY BROUGHT AGRICULTURE INTO DISREPUTE: AND SO, TO PREVENT THEM FROM SETTLING IN THE CITY, THE KING ISSUED ORDERS THAT THEY SHOULD NOT STAY IN IT FOR MORE THAN TWENTY DAYS. 14 AND IN THE SAME WAY HE GAVE THE JUDGES WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS, THAT IF IT WAS NECESSARY TO ISSUE A SUMMONS AGAINST ANY ONE WHO LIVED IN THE COUNTRY, THE CASE MUST BE SETTLED WITHIN FIVE DAYS. 15 AND SINCE HE CONSIDERED THE MATTER ONE OF GREAT IMPORTANCE, HE APPOINTED ALSO LEGAL OFFICERS FOR EVERY DISTRICT WITH THEIR ASSISTANTS, THAT THE FARMERS AND THEIR ADVOCATES MIGHT NOT IN THE INTERESTS OF BUSINESS EMPTY THE GRANARIES OF THE CITY, I MEAN, OF THE PRODUCE OF HUSBANDRY. 16 I HAVE PERMITTED THIS DIGRESSION BECAUSE IT WAS ELEAZAR WHO POINTED OUT WITH GREAT CLEARNESS THE POINTS WHICH HAVE BEEN MENTIONED. 17 FOR GREAT IS THE ENERGY WHICH THEY EXPEND ON THE TILLAGE OF THE SOIL. 18 FOR THE LAND IS THICKLY PLANTED WITH MULTITUDES OF OLIVE TREES, WITH CROPS OF CORN AND PULSE, WITH VINES TOO, AND THERE IS ABUNDANCE OF HONEY. 19 OTHER KINDS OF FRUIT TREES AND DATES DO NOT COUNT COMPARED WITH THESE. 20 THERE ARE CATTLE OF ALL KINDS IN GREAT QUANTITIES AND A RICH PASTURAGE FOR THEM. 21 WHEREFORE THEY RIGHTLY RECOGNISE THAT THE COUNTRY DISTRICTS NEED A LARGE POPULATION, AND THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE VILLAGES ARE PROPERLY REGULATED. 22 A GREAT QUANTITY OF SPICES AND PRECIOUS STONES AND GOLD IS BROUGHT INTO THE COUNTRY BY THE ARABS. 23 FOR THE COUNTRY IS WELL ADAPTED NOT ONLY FOR AGRICULTURE BUT ALSO FOR COMMERCE, AND THE CITY IS RICH IN THE ARTS AND LACKS NONE OF THE MERCHANDISE WHICH IS BROUGHT ACROSS THE SEA. 24 IT POSSESSES TOO SUITABLE AND COMMODIOUS HARBOURS AT ASKALON, JOPPA, AND GAZA, AS WELL M AT PTOLEMAIS WHICH WAS FOUNDED BY THE KING AND HOLDS A CENTRAL POSITION COMPARED WITH THE OTHER PLACES NAMED, BEING NOT FAR DISTANT FROM ANY OF THEM. 25 THE COUNTRY PRODUCES EVERYTHING IN ABUNDANCE, SINCE IT IS WELL WATERED IN ALL DIRECTIONS AND WELL PROTECTED FROM STORMS. 26 THE RIVER JORDAN, AS IT IS CALLED, WHICH NEVER RUNS DRY, FLOWS THROUGH THE LAND. 27 ORIGINALLY THE COUNTRY CONTAINED NOT LESS THAN 60 MILLION ACRES--THOUGH AFTERWARDS THE NEIGHBOURING PEOPLES MADE INCURSIONS AGAINST IT--AND 600,000 MEN WERE SETTLED UPON IT IN FARMS OF A HUNDRED ACRES EACH. 28 THE RIVER LIKE THE NILE RISES IN HARVEST-TIME AND IRRIGATES A LARGE PORTION OF THE LAND. 29 NEAR THE DISTRICT BELONGING TO THE PEOPLE OF PTOLEMAIS IT ISSUES INTO ANOTHER RIVER AND THIS FLOWS OUT INTO THE SEA. 30 OTHER MOUNTAIN TORRENTS, AS THEY ARE CALLED, FLOW DOWN INTO THE PLAIN AND ENCOMPASS THE PARTS ABOUT GAZA AND THE DISTRICT OF ASHDOD. 31 THE COUNTRY IS ENCIRCLED BY A NATURAL FENCE AND IS VERY DIFFICULT TO ATTACK AND CANNOT BE ASSAILED BY LARGE FORCES, OWING TO THE NARROW PASSES, WITH THEFT OVERHANGING PRECIPICES AND DEEP RAVINES, AND THE RUGGED [SEXLESS] CHARACTER OF THE MOUNTAINOUS REGIONS WHICH SURROUND ALL THE LAND. 32 WE WERE TOLD THAT FROM THE NEIGHBOURING MOUNTAINS OF ARABIA COPPER AND IRON WERE FORMERLY OBTAINED. 33 THIS WAS STOPPED, HOWEVER, AT THE TIME OF THE PERSIAN RULE, SINCE THE AUTHORITIES OF THE TIME SPREAD ABROAD A FALSE REPORT THAT THE WORKING OF THE MINES WAS USELESS AND EXPENSIVE IN ORDER TO PREVENT THEIR COUNTRY FROM BEING DESTROYED BY THE MINING IN THESE DISTRICTS AND POSSIBLY TAKEN AWAY FROM THEM OWING TO THE PERSIAN RULE, SINCE BY THE ASSISTANCE OF THIS FALSE REPORT THEY FOUND AN EXCUSE FOR ENTERING THE DISTRICT. 34 I HAVE NOW, MY DEAR BROTHER PHILOCRATES, GIVEN YOU ALL THE ESSENTIAL INFORMATION UPON THIS SUBJECT IN BRIEF FORM. 35 I SHALL DESCRIBE THE WORK OF TRANSLATION IN THE SEQUEL. 36 THE HIGH PRIEST SELECTED MEN OF THE FINEST [SEXLESS] CHARACTER AND THE HIGHEST CULTURE, SUCH AS ONE WOULD EXPECT FROM THEIR NOBLE PARENTAGE. 37 THEY WERE MEN WHO HAD NOT ONLY ACQUIRED PROFICIENCY IN JEWISH LITERATURE BUT HAD STUDIED MOST CAREFULLY THAT OF THE GREEKS AS WELL. 38 THEY WERE SPECIALLY QUALIFIED THEREFORE FOR SERVING ON EMBASSIES AND THEY UNDERTOOK THIS DUTY WHENEVER IT WAS NECESSARY. 39 THEY POSSESSED A GREAT FACILITY FOR CONFERENCES AND THE DISCUSSION OF PROBLEMS CONNECTED WITH THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 40 THEY ESPOUSED THE MIDDLE COURSE--AND THIS IS ALWAYS THE BEST COURSE TO PURSUE. 41 THEY ABJURED THE ROUGH AND UNCOUTH MANNER, BUT THEY WERE ALTOGETHER ABOVE PRIDE AND NEVER ASSUMED AN AIR OF SUPERIORITY OVER OTHERS, AND IN CONVERSATION THEY WERE READY TO LISTEN AND GIVE AN APPROPRIATE ANSWER TO EVERY QUESTION. 42 AND ALL OF THEM CAREFULLY OBSERVED THIS RULE AND WERE ANXIOUS ABOVE EVERYTHING ELSE TO EXCEL EACH OTHER IN ITS OBSERVANCE AND THEY WERE ALL OF THEM WORTHY OF THEIR LEADER AND OF HIS VIRTUE. 43 AND ONE COULD OBSERVE HOW THEY [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ELEAZAR BY THEIR UNWILLINGNESS TO BE TORN AWAY FROM HIM AND HOW HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED THEM. 44 FAR BESIDES THE LETTER WHICH HE WROTE TO THE KING CONCERNING THEIR SAFE RETURN, HE ALSO EARNESTLY BESOUGHT ANDREAS TO WORK FOR THE SAME END AND URGED ME, TOO, TO ASSIST TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY. 45 AND ALTHOUGH WE PROMISED TO GIVE OUR BEST ATTENTION TO THE MATTER, HE SAID THAT HE WAS STILL GREATLY DISTRESSED, FOR HE KNEW THAT THE KING OUT OF THE GOODNESS OF HIS [DIVINE] NATURE CONSIDERED IT HIS HIGHEST PRIVILEGE, WHENEVER HE HEARD OF A MAN WHO WAS SUPERIOR TO HIS FELLOWS IN CULTURE AND WISDOM, TO SUMMON HIM TO HIS COURT. 46 FOR I HAVE HEARD OF A FINE SAYING OF HIS TO THE EFFECT THAT BY SECURING JUST AND PRUDENT MEN ABOUT HIS PERSON HE WOULD SECURE THE GREATEST PROTECTION FOR HIS KINGDOM, SINCE SUCH FRIENDS WOULD UNRESERVEDLY GIVE HIM THE MOST BENEFICIAL ADVICE. 47 AND THE MEN WHO WERE NOW BEING SENT TO HIM BY ELEAZAR UNDOUBTEDLY POSSESSED THESE QUALITIES. 48 AND HE FREQUENTLY ASSERTED UPON OATH THAT HE WOULD NEVER LET THE MEN GO IF IT WERE MERELY SOME PRIVATE INTEREST OF HIS OWN THAT CONSTITUTED THE IMPELLING [SEXLESS] MOTIVE-BUT IT WAS FOR THE COMMON ADVANTAGE OF ALL THE CITIZENS THAT HE WAS SENDING THEM. 49 FOR, HE EXPLAINED, THE GOOD LIFE CONSISTS IN THE KEEPING OF THE ENACTMENTS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND THIS END IS ACHIEVED MUCH MORE BY HEARING THAN BY READING. 50 FROM THIS AND OTHER SIMILAR STATEMENTS IT WAS CLEAR WHAT HIS FEELINGS TOWARDS THEM WERE.
CHAPTER 6
EXPLANATIONS OF THE CUSTOMS OF THE PEOPLE SHOWING WHAT IS MEANT BY THE WORD, "UNCLEAN." THE ESSENCE AND ORIGIN OF THE "GOD-BELIEF." VERSES 48-44 GIVE A PICTURESQUE DESCRIPTION OF THE DIVINITY OF PHYSIOLOGY.
1 IT IS WORTH WHILE TO MENTION BRIEFLY THE INFORMATION WHICH HE GAVE IN REPLY TO OUR QUESTIONS. 2 FOR I SUPPOSE THAT MOST PEOPLE FEEL A CURIOSITY WITH REGARD TO SOME OF THE ENACTMENTS IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW, ESPECIALLY THOSE ABOUT MEATS AND DRINKS AND ANIMALS RECOGNISED AS UNCLEAN. 3 WHEN WE ASKED WHY, SINCE THERE IS BUT ONE FORM OF CREATION, SOME ANIMALS ARE REGARDED AS UNCLEAN FOR EATING, AND OTHERS UNCLEAN EVEN TO THE TOUCH (FOR THOUGH THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS SCRUPULOUS ON MOST POINTS, IT IS SPECIALLY, SCRUPULOUS ON SUCH MATTERS AS THESE) HE BEGAN HIS REPLY AS FOLLOWS: 4 'YOU OBSERVE,' HE SAID, 'WHAT AN EFFECT OUR MODES OF LIFE AND OUR ASSOCIATIONS PRODUCE UPON US; BY ASSOCIATING WITH THE BAD, MEN CATCH THEIR DEPRAVITIES AND BECOME MISERABLE THROUGHOUT THEIR LIFE; BUT IF THEY LIVE WITH THE WISE AND PRUDENT, THEY FIND THE MEANS OF ESCAPING FROM IGNORANCE AND AMENDING THEIR LIVES. 5 OUR [SEXLESS] LAWGIVER FIRST OF ALL LAID DOWN THE PRINCIPLES OF PIETY AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AND INCULCATED THEM POINT BY POINT, NOT MERELY BY PROHIBITIONS BUT BY THE USE OF EXAMPLES AS WELL, DEMONSTRATING THE INJURIOUS EFFECTS OF [SEXUAL] SIN AND THE PUNISHMENTS INFLICTED BY GOD UPON THE GUILTY. 6 FOR HE PROVED FIRST OF ALL THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD AND THAT HIS POWER IS MANIFESTED THROUGHOUT THE UNIVERSE, SINCE EVERY PLACE IS FILLED WITH HIS SOVEREIGNTY AND NONE OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE WROUGHT IN SECRET BY MEN UPON THE EARTH ESCAPES HIS KNOWLEDGE. 7 FOR ALL THAT A MAN DOES AND ALL THAT IS TO COME TO PASS IN THE FUTURE ARE MANIFEST TO HIM. 8 WORKING OUT THESE TRUTHS CAREFULLY AND HAVING MADE THEM PLAIN, HE SHOWED THAT EVEN IF A MAN SHOULD [SEXUALLY] THINK OF DOING EVIL, TO SAY NOTHING OF ACTUALLY EFFECTING IT, HE WOULD NOT ESCAPE DETECTION, FOR HE MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE POWER OF GOD PERVADED [SPREAD THROUGH] THE WHOLE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 9 BEGINNING FROM HIS STARTING POINT, HE WENT ON TO SHOW THAT ALL MANKIND EXCEPT OURSELVES BELIEVE IN THE EXISTENCE OF MANY GODS, THOUGH THEY THEMSELVES ARE MUCH MORE POWERFUL THAN THE BEINGS WHOM THEY VAINLY WORSHIP. 10 FOR WHEN THEY HAVE MADE STATUES OF STONE AND WOOD, THEY SAY THAT THEY ARE THE IMAGES OF THOSE WHO HAVE INVENTED SOMETHING USEFUL FOR LIFE AND THEY WORSHIP THEM, THOUGH THEY HAVE CLEAR PROOF THAT THEY POSSESS NO FEELING. 11 FOR IT WOULD BE UTTERLY FOOLISH TO SUPPOSE THAT ANY ONE BECAME A GOD IN VIRTUE OF HIS INVENTIONS. 12 FOR THE INVENTORS SIMPLY TOOK CERTAIN OBJECTS ALREADY CREATED AND BY COMBINING THEM TOGETHER, SHOWED THAT THEY POSSESSED A FRESH UTILITY: THEY DID NOT THEMSELVES CREATE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE THING, AND SO IT IS A VAIN AND FOOLISH THING FOR PEOPLE TO MAKE GODS OF MEN [MORTAL GODS] LIKE THEMSELVES. 13 FOR IN OUR TIMES THERE ARE MANY WHO ARE MUCH MORE INVENTIVE AND MUCH MORE LEARNED THAN THE MEN OF FORMER DAYS WHO HAVE BEEN DEIFIED, AND YET THEY WOULD NEVER COME TO WORSHIP THEM. 14 THE MAKERS AND AUTHORS OF THESE [BULLSHIT] MYTHS [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT THEY ARE THE WISEST OF THE GREEKS. 15 WHY NEED WE SPEAK OF OTHER [SEXUALLY] INFATUATED PEOPLE, EGYPTIANS AND THE LIKE, WHO PLACE THEIR RELIANCE UPON WILD BEASTS AND MOST KINDS OF CREEPING THINGS AND CATTLE, AND WORSHIP THEM, AND OFFER SACRIFICES TO THEM BOTH WHILE LIVING AND WHEN DEAD? 16 NOW OUR [SEXLESS] LAWGIVER BEING A WISE MAN AND SPECIALLY ENDOWED BY GOD TO UNDERSTAND ALL THINGS, TOOK A COMPREHENSIVE VIEW OF EACH PARTICULAR DETAIL, AND FENCED US ROUND WITH IMPREGNABLE RAMPARTS AND WALLS OF IRON, THAT WE MIGHT NOT MINGLE AT ALL WITH ANY OF THE OTHER NATIONS, BUT REMAIN PURE IN BODY AND SOUL, FREE FROM ALL VAIN IMAGINATIONS, WORSHIPPING THE ONE ALMIGHTY GOD ABOVE THE WHOLE CREATION. 17 HENCE THE LEADING EGYPTIAN PRIESTS HAVING LOOKED CAREFULLY INTO MANY MATTERS, AND BEING COGNIZANT WITH OUR AFFAIRS, CALL US "MEN OF GOD." 18 THIS IS A TITLE WHICH DOES NOT BELONG TO THE REST OF MANKIND BUT ONLY TO THOSE WHO WORSHIP THE TRUE GOD. 19 THE REST ARE MEN NOT OF GOD BUT OF MEATS AND DRINKS AND CLOTHING. 20 FOR THEIR WHOLE DISPOSITION LEADS THEM TO FIND SOLACE IN THESE THINGS ARE RECKONED OF NO ACCOUNT, BUT THROUGHOUT THEIR THINGS. 21 AMONG OUR PEOPLE SUCH WHOLE LIFE THEIR MAIN CONSIDERATION IS THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD. 22 THEREFORE LEST WE SHOULD BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED BY ANY ABOMINATION, OR OUR LIVES BE PERVERTED BY EVIL COMMUNICATIONS, HE HEDGED US ROUND ON ALL SIDES BY RULES OF PURITY, AFFECTING ALIKE WHAT WE EAT, OR DRINK, OR TOUCH, OR HEAR, OR SEE. 23 FOR THOUGH, SPEAKING GENERALLY, ALL THINGS ARE ALIKE IN THEIR NATURAL CONSTITUTION, SINCE THEY ARE ALL GOVERNED BY ONE AND THE SAME POWER, YET THERE IS A DEEP REASON IN EACH INDIVIDUAL CASE WHY WE ABSTAIN FROM THE USE OF CERTAIN THINGS AND ENJOY THE COMMON USE OF OTHERS. 24 FOR THE SAKE OF ILLUSTRATION I WILL RUN OVER ONE OR TWO POINTS AND EXPLAIN THEM TO YOU. 25 FOR YOU MUST NOT FALL INTO THE DEGRADING IDEA THAT IT WAS OUT OF REGARD TO MICE AND WEASELS AND OTHER SUCH THINGS THAT MOSES DREW UP HIS [SEXLESS] LAWS WITH SUCH EXCEEDING CARE. 26 ALL THESE ORDINANCES WERE MADE FOR THE SAKE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS TO AID THE QUEST FOR VIRTUE AND THE PERFECTING OF [SEXLESS] CHARACTER. 27 FOR ALL THE BIRDS THAT WE USE ARE TAME AND DISTINGUISHED BY THEIR CLEANLINESS, FEEDING ON VARIOUS KINDS OF GRAIN AND PULSE, SUCH AS FOR INSTANCE PIGEONS, TURTLE-DOVES, LOCUSTS, PARTRIDGES, GEESE ALSO, AND ALL OTHER BIRDS OF THIS CLASS. 28 BUT THE BIRDS WHICH ARE FORBIDDEN YOU WILL FIND TO BE WILD AND CARNIVOROUS, TYRANNISING OVER THE OTHERS BY THE STRENGTH WHICH THEY POSSESS, AND CRUELLY OBTAINING FOOD BY PREYING OF THE TAME BIRDS ENUMERATED ABOVE. 29 AND NOT ONLY SO, BUT THEY SEIZE LAMBS AND KIDS, AND INJURE HUMAN BEINGS TOO, WHETHER DEAD OR ALIVE, AND SO BY NAMING THEM UNCLEAN, HE GAVE A SIGN BY MEANS OF THEM THAT THOSE, FOR WHOM THE LEGISLATION WAS ORDAINED, MUST PRACTISE RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THEIR HEARTS AND NOT TYRANNISE OVER ANY ONE IN RELIANCE UPON THEIR OWN STRENGTH NOR ROB THEM OF ANYTHING, BUT STEER THEIR COURSE OF LIFE IN ACCORDANCE WITH JUSTICE, JUST AS THE TAME BIRDS, ALREADY MENTIONED, CONSUME THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF PULSE THAT GROW UPON THE EARTH AND DO NOT TYRANNISE TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR OWN KINDRED. 30 OUR LEGISLATOR TAUGHT US THEREFORE THAT IT IS BY SUCH METHODS AS THESE THAT INDICATIONS ARE GIVEN TO THE WISE, THAT THEY MUST BE JUST AND EFFECT NOTHING BY VIOLENCE, AND REFRAIN FROM TYRANNISING OVER OTHERS IN RELIANCE UPON THEIR OWN STRENGTH. 31 FOR SINCE IT IS CONSIDERED UNSEEMLY EVEN TO TOUCH SUCH UNCLEAN ANIMALS, AS HAVE BEEN MENTIONED, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR PARTICULAR HABITS, OUGHT WE NOT TO TAKE EVERY PRECAUTION LEST OUR OWN [SEXUAL] CHARACTERS SHOULD BE DESTROYED TO THE SAME EXTENT? 32 WHEREFORE ALL THE RULES WHICH HE HAS LAID DOWN WITH REGARD TO WHAT IS PERMITTED IN THE CASE OF THESE BIRDS AND OTHER ANIMALS, HE HAS ENACTED WITH THE OBJECT OF TEACHING US A MORAL LESSON. 33 FOR THE DIVISION OF THE HOOF AND THE SEPARATION OF THE CLAWS ARE INTENDED TO TEACH US THAT WE MUST [HOLY] DISCRIMINATE BETWEEN OUR INDIVIDUAL [SEXLESS] ACTIONS WITH A VIEW TO THE PRACTICE OF VIRTUE. 34 FOR THE STRENGTH OF OUR WHOLE BODY AND ITS ACTIVITY DEPEND UPON OUR SHOULDERS AND LIMBS. 35 THEREFORE HE COMPELS US TO RECOGNISE THAT WE MUST PERFORM ALL OUR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS WITH [HOLY] DISCRIMINATION ACCORDING TO THE STANDARD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, MORE ESPECIALLY BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN DISTINCTLY SEPARATED FROM THE REST OF MANKIND. 36 FOR MOST OTHER MEN DEFILE THEMSELVES BY PROMISCUOUS INTERCOURSE, THEREBY WORKING GREAT INIQUITY, AND WHOLE COUNTRIES AND CITIES PRIDE THEMSELVES UPON SUCH [SEXUAL] VICES [TABOOS]. 37 FOR THEY NOT ONLY HAVE [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH MEN BUT THEY DEFILE THEIR OWN MOTHERS AND EVEN THEIR DAUGHTERS. 38 BUT WE HAVE BEEN KEPT SEPARATE FROM SUCH [SEXUAL] SINS. 39 AND THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN SEPARATED IN THE AFOREMENTIONED WAY ARE ALSO CHARACTERISED BY THE [SEXLESS] LAWGIVER AS POSSESSING THE GIFT OF MEMORY. 40 FOR ALL ANIMALS "WHICH ARE CLOVEN-FOOTED AND CHEW THE CUD" REPRESENT TO THE INITIATED THE SYMBOL OF MEMORY. 41 FOR THE ACT OF CHEWING THE CUD IS NOTHING ELSE THAN THE REMINISCENCE OF LIFE AND EXISTENCE. 42 FOR LIFE IS WONT TO BE SUSTAINED BY MEANS OF FOOD, WHEREFOR HE EXHORTS US IN THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE ALSO IN THESE WORDS: "THOU SHALT SURELY REMEMBER THE LORD THAT WROUGHT IN THEE THOSE GREAT AND WONDERFUL THINGS." 43 FOR WHEN THEY ARE PROPERLY CONCEIVED, THEY ARE MANIFESTLY GREAT AND GLORIOUS; FIRST THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE BODY AND THE DISPOSITION OF THE FOOD AND THE SEPARATION OF EACH INDIVIDUAL LIMB AND, FOR MORE, THE ORGANISATION OF THE SENSES, THE OPERATION AND INVISIBLE MOVEMENT OF THE MIND, THE RAPIDITY OF ITS PARTICULAR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS AND ITS DISCOVERY OF THE ARTS, DISPLAY AN INFINITE RESOURCEFULNESS. 44 WHEREFORE HE EXHORTS US TO REMEMBER THAT THE AFORESAID PARTS ARE KEPT TOGETHER BY THE DIVINE POWER WITH CONSUMMATE SKILL. 45 FOR HE HAS MARKED OUT EVERY TIME AND PLACE THAT WE MAY CONTINUALLY REMEMBER THE GOD WHO RULES AND PRESERVES US. 46 FOR IN THE MATTER OF MEATS AND DRINKS HE BIDS US FIRST OF ALL OFFER PART AS A SACRIFICE AND THEN FORTHWITH ENJOY OUR MEAL. 47 MOREOVER, UPON OUR GARMENTS HE HAS GIVEN US A SYMBOL OF REMEMBRANCE, AND IN LIKE MANNER HE HAS ORDERED US TO PUT THE DIVINE ORACLES UPON OUR GATES AND DOORS AS A REMEMBRANCE OF GOD. 48 AND UPON OUR HANDS, TOO, HE EXPRESSLY ORDERS THE SYMBOL TO BE FASTENED, CLEARLY SHOWING THAT WE OUGHT TO PERFORM EVERY ACT IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, REMEMBERING OUR OWN CREATION, AND ABOVE ALL THE FEAR OF GOD. 49 HE BIDS MEN ALSO, WHEN LYING DOWN TO SLEEP AND RISING TIP AGAIN, TO MEDITATE UPON THE WORKS OF GOD, NOT ONLY IN WORD, BUT BY OBSERVING DISTINCTLY THE CHANGE AND IMPRESSION PRODUCED UPON THEM, WHEN THEY ARE GOING TO SLEEP, AND ALSO THEIR WAKING, HOW DIVINE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE THE CHANGE FROM ONE OF THESE STATES TO THE OTHER IS. 50 THE EXCELLENCY OF THE ANALOGY IN REGARD TO DISCRIMINATION AND MEMORY HAS NOW BEEN POINTED OUT TO YOU, ACCORDING TO OUR INTERPRETATION OF "THE CLOVEN HOOF AND THE CHEWING OF THE CUD." 51 FOR OUR [SEXLESS] LAWS HAVE NOT BEEN DRAWN UP AT RANDOM OR IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FIRST CASUAL [SEXLESS] THOUGHT THAT OCCURRED TO THE MIND, BUT WITH A VIEW TO TRUTH AND THE INDICATION OF RIGHT REASON. 52 FOR BY MEANS OF THE DIRECTIONS WHICH HE GIVES WITH REGARD TO MEATS AND DRINKS AND PARTICULAR CASES OF TOUCHING, HE BIDS US NEITHER TO DO NOR LISTEN TO ANYTHING THOUGHTLESSLY NOR TO RESORT TO INJUSTICE BY THE ABUSE OF THE POWER OF [SEXUAL] REASON. 53 IN THE CASE OF THE WILD ANIMALS, TOO, THE SAME PRINCIPLE MAY BE DISCOVERED. 54 FOR THE [SEXUAL] CHARACTER OF THE WEASEL AND OF MICE AND SUCH ANIMALS AS THESE, WHICH ARE EXPRESSLY MENTIONED, IS DESTRUCTIVE. 55 MICE DEFILE AND DAMAGE EVERYTHING, NOT ONLY FOR THEIR OWN FOOD BUT EVEN TO THE EXTENT OF RENDERING ABSOLUTELY USELESS TO MAN WHATEVER IT FALLS IN THEIR WAY TO DAMAGE. 56 THE WEASEL CLASS, TOO, IS PECULIAR: FOR BESIDES WHAT HAS BEEN SAID, IT HAS A CHARACTERISTIC WHICH IS DEFILING: IT CONCEIVES THROUGH THE EARS AND BRINGS FORTH THROUGH THE MOUTH. 57 AND IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT A LIKE PRACTICE IS DECLARED UNCLEAN IN MEN. 58 FOR BY EMBODYING IN SPEECH ALL THAT THEY RECEIVE THROUGH THE EARS, THEY INVOLVE OTHERS IN EVILS AND WORK NO ORDINARY IMPURITY, BEING THEMSELVES ALTOGETHER DEFILED BY THE [SEXUAL] POLLUTION OF IMPIETY [GODLESSNESS OR ATHEISTIC]. 59 AND YOUR KING, AS WE ARE INFORMED, DOES QUITE RIGHT IN DESTROYING SUCH MEN.' 60 THEN I SAID 'I SUPPOSE YOU MEAN THE INFORMERS, FOR HE CONSTANTLY EXPOSES THEM TO TORTURES AND TO PAINFUL FORMS OF DEATH.' 61 'YES,' HE REPLIED, 'THESE ARE THE MEN I MEAN; FOR TO WATCH FOR MEN'S DESTRUCTION IS AN UNHOLY THING. 62 AND OUR [SEXLESS] LAW FORBIDS US TO INJURE ANY ONE EITHER BY WORD OR DEED. 63 MY BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THESE MATTERS OUGHT TO HAVE CONVINCED YOU, THAT ALL OUR REGULATIONS HAVE BEEN DRAWN UP WITH A VIEW TO RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THAT NOTHING HAS BEEN ENACTED IN THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE THOUGHTLESSLY OR WITHOUT DUE REASON, BUT ITS [SEXLESS] PURPOSE IS TO ENABLE US THROUGHOUT OUR WHOLE LIFE AND IN ALL OUR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS TO PRACTISE RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE ALL MEN, BEING MINDFUL OF ALMIGHTY GOD. 64 AND SO CONCERNING MEATS AND THINGS UNCLEAN, CREEPING THINGS, AND WILD BEASTS, THE WHOLE SYSTEM AIMS AT RIGHTEOUSNESS AND RIGHTEOUS RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN MAN AND MAN.' 65 HE SEEMED TO ME TO HAVE MADE A GOOD DEFENCE ON ALL THE POINTS; FOR IN REFERENCE ALSO TO THE CALVES AND RAMS AND GOATS WHICH ARE OFFERED, HE SAID THAT IT WAS NECESSARY TO TAKE THEM FROM THE HERDS AND FLOCKS, AND SACRIFICE TAME ANIMALS AND OFFER NOTHING WILD, THAT THE OFFERERS OF THE SACRIFICES MIGHT UNDERSTAND THE SYMBOLIC MEANING OF THE [SEXLESS] LAWGIVER AND NOT BE UNDER THE [SEXUAL] INFLUENCE OF AN [SEXUAL] ARROGANT SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS. 66 FOR HE, WHO OFFERS A SACRIFICE, MAKES AN OFFERING ALSO OF HIS OWN SOUL IN ALL ITS [SEXLESS] MOODS. 67 I [SEXLESSLY] THINK THAT THESE PARTICULARS WITH REGARD TO OUR DISCUSSION ARE WORTH NARRATING, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THE SANCTITY AND NATURAL MEANING OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, I HAVE BEEN INDUCED TO EXPLAIN THEM TO YOU CLEARLY, PHILOCRATES, BECAUSE OF YOUR OWN DEVOTION TO LEARNING.
CHAPTER 7
THE ARRIVAL OF THE ENVOYS WITH THE MANUSCRIPT OF THE PRECIOUS BOOK AND GIFTS. PREPARATIONS FOR A ROYAL BANQUET. THE HOST IMMEDIATELY UPON BEING SEATED AT TABLE ENTERTAINS HIS GUESTS WITH QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. SOME SAGE COMMENTS ON SOCIOLOGY.
1 AND ELEAZAR, AFTER OFFERING THE SACRIFICE, AND SELECTING THE ENVOYS, AND PREPARING MANY GIFTS FOR THE KING, DESPATCHED US ON OUR JOURNEY IN GREAT SECURITY. 2 AND WHEN WE REACHED ALEXANDRIA, THE KING WAS AT ONCE INFORMED OF OUR ARRIVAL. 3 ON OUR ADMISSION TO THE PALACE, ANDREAS AND I WARMLY GREETED THE KING AND HANDED OVER TO HIM THE LETTER WRITTEN BY ELEAZAR. 4 THE KING WAS VERY ANXIOUS TO MEET THE ENVOYS, AND GAVE ORDERS THAT ALL THE OTHER OFFICIALS SHOULD BE DISMISSED AND THE ENVOYS SUMMONED TO HIS PRESENCE AT ONCE. 5 NOW THIS EXCITED GENERAL SURPRISE, FOR IT IS CUSTOMARY FOR THOSE WHO COME TO SEEK AN AUDIENCE WITH THE KING ON MATTERS OF IMPORTANCE TO BE ADMITTED TO HIS PRESENCE ON THE FIFTH DAY, WHILE ENVOYS FROM KINGS OR VERY IMPORTANT CITIES WITH DIFFICULTY SECURE ADMISSION TO THE COURT IN THIRTY DAYS--BUT THESE MEN HE COUNTED WORTHY OF GREATER HONOUR, SINCE HE HELD THEIR MASTER IN SUCH HIGH ESTEEM, AND SO HE IMMEDIATELY DISMISSED THOSE WHOSE PRESENCE HE REGARDED AS SUPERFLUOUS AND CONTINUED WALKING ABOUT UNTIL THEY CAME IN AND HE WAS ABLE TO WELCOME THEM. 6 WHEN THEY ENTERED WITH THE GIFTS WHICH HAD BEEN SENT WITH THEM AND THE VALUABLE PARCHMENTS, ON WHICH THE [SEXLESS] LAW WAS INSCRIBED IN GOLD IN JEWISH [SEXLESS] CHARACTERS, FOR THE PARCHMENT WAS WONDERFULLY PREPARED AND THE CONNEXION BETWEEN THE PAGES HAD BEEN SO AFFECTED AS TO BE INVISIBLE, THE KING AS SOON AS HE SAW THEM BEGAN TO ASK THEM ABOUT THE BOOKS. 7 AND WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN THE ROLLS OUT OF THEIR COVERINGS AND UNFOLDED THE PAGES, THE KING STOOD STILL FOR A LONG TIME AND THEN MAKING OBEISANCE ABOUT SEVEN TIMES, HE SAID: 8 'I THANK YOU, MY FRIENDS, AND I THANK HIM THAT SENT YOU STILL MORE, AND MOST OF ALL GOD, WHOSE ORACLES THESE ARE.' 9 AND WHEN ALL, THE ENVOYS AND THE OTHERS WHO WERE PRESENT AS WELL, SHOUTED OUT AT ONE TIME AND WITH ONE VOICE: 'GOD SAVE THE KING!' HE BURST INTO TEARS OF JOY. 10 FOR HIS EXALTATION OF SOUL AND THE SENSE OF THE OVERWHELMING HONOUR WHICH HAD BEEN PAID HIM COMPELLED HIM TO WEEP OVER HIS GOOD FORTUNE. 11 HE COMMANDED THEM TO PUT THE ROLLS BACK IN THEIR PLACES AND THEN AFTER SALUTING THE MEN, SAID: 'IT WAS RIGHT, MEN OF GOD, THAT I SHOULD FIRST OF ALL PAY MY REVERENCE TO THE BOOKS FOR THE SAKE OF WHICH I SUMMONED YOU HERE AND THEN WHEN I HAD DONE THAT, TO EXTEND THE RIGHT-HAND OF FRIENDSHIP TO YOU. 12 IT WAS FOR THIS REASON THAT I DID THIS FIRST. 13 I HAVE ENACTED THAT THIS DAY, ON WHICH YOU ARRIVED, SHALL BE KEPT AS A GREAT DAY AND IT WILL BE CELEBRATED ANNUALLY THROUGHOUT MY LIFE TIME. 14 IT HAPPENS ALSO THAT IT IS THE ANNIVERSARY OF MY NAVAL VICTORY OVER ANTIGONUS. THEREFORE, I SHALL BE GLAD TO FEAST WITH YOU TO-DAY. 15 EVERYTHING THAT YOU MAY HAVE OCCASION TO USE,' HE SAID, 'SHALL BE PREPARED FOR YOU IN A BEFITTING MANNER AND FOR ME ALSO WITH YOU.' 16 AFTER THEY HAD EXPRESSED THEIR DELIGHT, HE GAVE ORDERS THAT THE BEST QUARTERS NEAR THE CITADEL SHOULD BE ASSIGNED TO THEM, AND THAT PREPARATIONS SHOULD BE MADE FOR THE BANQUET. 17 AND NICANOR SUMMONED THE LORD HIGH STEWARD, DOROTHEUS, WHO WAS THE SPECIAL OFFICER APPOINTED TO LOOK AFTER THE JEWS, AND COMMANDED HIM TO MAKE THE NECESSARY PREPARATION FOR EACH ONE. 18 FOR THIS ARRANGEMENT HAD BEEN MADE BY THE KING AND IT IS AN ARRANGEMENT WHICH YOU SEE MAINTAINED TODAY. 19 FOR AS MANY CITIES AS HAVE SPECIAL CUSTOMS IN THE MATTER OF DRINKING, EATING, AND RECLINING, HAVE SPECIAL OFFICERS APPOINTED TO LOOK AFTER THEIR REQUIREMENTS. 20 AND WHENEVER THEY COME TO VISIT THE KINGS, PREPARATIONS ARE MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR OWN CUSTOMS, IN ORDER THAT THERE MAY BE NO DISCOMFORT TO DISTURB THE ENJOYMENT OF THEIR VISIT. 21 THE. SAME PRECAUTION WAS TAKEN IN THE CASE OF THE JEWISH ENVOYS. 22 NOW DOROTHEUS WHO WAS THE PATRON APPOINTED TO LOOK AFTER JEWISH GUESTS WAS A VERY CONSCIENTIOUS MAN. 23 ALL THE STORES WHICH WERE UNDER HIS CONTROL AND SET APART FOR THE RECEPTION OF SUCH GUESTS, HE BROUGHT OUT FOR THE FEAST. 24 HE ARRANGED THE SEATS IN TWO ROWS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE KING'S INSTRUCTIONS. 25 FOR HE HAD ORDERED HIM TO MAKE HALF THE MEN SIT AT HIS RIGHT HAND AND THE REST BEHIND HIM, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT NOT WITHHOLD FROM THEM THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE HONOUR. 26 WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN THEIR SEATS, HE INSTRUCTED DOROTHEUS TO CARRY OUT EVERYTHING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CUSTOMS WHICH WERE IN USE AMONGST HIS JEWISH GUESTS. 27 THEREFORE HE DISPENSED WITH THE SERVICES OF THE SACRED HERALDS AND THE SACRIFICING PRIESTS AND THE OTHERS WHO WERE ACCUSTOMED TO OFFER THE PRAYERS, AND CALLED UPON ONE OF OUR NUMBER, ELEAZAR, THE OLDEST OF THE JEWISH PRIESTS, TO OFFER PRAYER INSTEAD. 28 AND HE ROSE UP AND MADE A REMARKABLE PRAYER. 'MAY ALMIGHTY GOD ENRICH YOU, O KING, WITH ALL THE GOOD THINGS WHICH HE HAS MADE AND MAY HE GRANT YOU AND YOUR WIFE AND YOUR CHILDREN AND YOUR COMRADES THE CONTINUAL POSSESSION OF THEM AS LONG AS YOU LIVE!' 29 AT THESE WORDS A LOUD AND JOYOUS APPLAUSE BROKE OUT WHICH LASTED FOR A CONSIDERABLE TIME, AND THEN THEY TURNED TO THE ENJOYMENT OF THE BANQUET WHICH HAD BEEN PREPARED. 30 ALL THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR SERVICE AT TABLE WERE CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE INJUNCTION OF DOROTHEUS. 31 AMONG THE ATTENDANTS WERE THE ROYAL PAGES AND OTHERS WHO HELD PLACES OF HONOUR AT THE KING'S COURT. 32 TAKING AN OPPORTUNITY AFFORDED BY A PAUSE IN THE BANQUET THE KING ASKED THE ENVOY WHO SAT IN THE SEAT OF HONOUR (FOR THEY WERE ARRANGED ACCORDING TO SENIORITY), HOW HE COULD KEEP HIS KINGDOM UNIMPAIRED TO THE END? 33 AFTER PONDERING FOR A MOMENT HE REPLIED, 'YOU COULD BEST ESTABLISH ITS SECURITY IF YOU WERE TO IMITATE THE UNCEASING BENIGNITY OF GOD. FOR IF YOU EXHIBIT CLEMENCY AND INFLICT MILD PUNISHMENTS UPON THOSE WHO DESERVE THEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR DESERTS, YOU WILL TURN THEM FROM EVIL AND LEAD THEM TO REPENTANCE.' 34 THE KING PRAISED THE ANSWER AND THEN ASKED THE NEXT MAN, HOW HE COULD DO EVERYTHING FOR THE BEST IN ALL HIS [SEXLESS] ACTIONS? 35 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF A MAN MAINTAINS A JUST BEARING TOWARDS ALL, HE WILL ALWAYS ACT RIGHTLY ON EVERY OCCASION, REMEMBERING THAT EVERY [SEXUAL] THOUGHT IS KNOWN TO GOD. IF YOU TAKE THE FEAR OF GOD AS YOUR STARTING-POINT, YOU WILL NEVER MISS THE GOAL.' 36 THE KING COMPLIMENTED THIS MAN, TOO, UPON HIS ANSWER AND ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD HAVE FRIENDS LIKE-MINDED WITH HIMSELF? 37 HE REPLIED, 'IF THEY SEE YOU STUDYING THE INTERESTS OF THE MULTITUDES OVER WHOM YOU RULE; YOU WILL DO WELL TO OBSERVE HOW GOD BESTOWS HIS BENEFITS ON THE HUMAN RACE, PROVIDING FOR THEM HEALTH AND FOOD AND--ALL OTHER THINGS IN DUE SEASON.' 38 AFTER EXPRESSING HIS AGREEMENT WITH THE REPLY, THE KING ASKED THE NEXT GUEST, HOW IN GIVING AUDIENCES AND PASSING JUDGMENTS HE COULD GAIN THE PRAISE EVEN OF THOSE WHO FAILED TO WIN THEIR SUIT? 39 AND HE SAID, 'IF YOU ARE FAIR IN SPEECH TO ALL ALIKE AND NEVER ACT [SEXUAL] INSOLENTLY NOR TYRANNICALLY IN YOUR TREATMENT OF [SEXUAL] OFFENDERS. AND YOU WILL DO THIS IF YOU WATCH THE METHOD BY WHICH GOD ACTS. THE PETITIONS OF THE WORTHY ARE ALWAYS FULFILLED, WHILE THOSE WHO FAIL TO OBTAIN AN ANSWER TO THEIR PRAYERS ARE INFORMED BY MEANS OF DREAMS OR EVENTS OF WHAT WAS HARMFUL IN THEIR REQUESTS AND THAT GOD DOES NOT SMITE THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS OR THE GREATNESS OF HIS STRENGTH, BUT ACTS WITH FORBEARANCE TOWARDS THEM.' 40 THE KING PRAISED THE MAN WARMLY FOR HIS ANSWER AND ASKED THE NEXT IN ORDER, HOW HE COULD BE INVINCIBLE IN MILITARY AFFAIRS? 41 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF HE DID NOT TRUST ENTIRELY TO HIS MULTITUDES OR HIS WARLIKE FORCES, BUT CALLED UPON GOD CONTINUALLY TO BRING HIS ENTERPRISES TO A SUCCESSFUL ISSUE, WHILE HE HIMSELF. DISCHARGED ALL HIS DUTIES IN THE SPIRIT OF JUSTICE.' 42 WELCOMING THIS ANSWER, HE ASKED ANOTHER HOW HE MIGHT BECOME. AN OBJECT OF DREAD TO HIS ENEMIES. 43 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF WHILE MAINTAINING A VAST SUPPLY OF ARMS AND FORCES HE REMEMBERED THAT THESE THINGS WERE POWERLESS TO ACHIEVE A PERMANENT AND CONCLUSIVE RESULT. FOR EVEN GOD INSTILS FEAR INTO THE MINDS OF MEN BY GRANTING REPRIEVES AND MAKING MERELY A DISPLAY OF THE GREATNESS OF HIS POWER.' 44 THIS MAN THE KING PRAISED AND THEN SAID TO THE NEXT, 'WHAT IS THE HIGHEST GOOD IN LIFE?' 45 AND HE ANSWERED, 'TO KNOW THAT GOD IS LORD OF THE UNIVERSE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND THAT IN OUR FINEST ACHIEVEMENTS IT IS NOT WE WHO ATTAIN SUCCESS BUT GOD WHO BY HIS POWER BRINGS ALL THINGS TO FULFILMENT AND LEADS US TO THE GOAL.' 46 THE KING EXCLAIMED THAT THE MAN HAD ANSWERED WELL AND THEN ASKED THE NEXT HOW HE COULD KEEP ALL HIS POSSESSIONS INTACT AND FINALLY HAND THEM DOWN TO HIS SUCCESSORS IN THE SAME CONDITION? 47 AND HE ANSWERED, 'BY PRAYING CONSTANTLY TO GOD THAT YOU MAY BE INSPIRED WITH HIGH [SEXLESS] MOTIVES IN ALL YOUR UNDERTAKINGS AND BY WARNING YOUR DESCENDANTS NOT TO BE DAZZLED BY FAME OR WEALTH, FOR IT IS GOD WHO BESTOWS ALL THESE GIFTS AND MEN NEVER BY THEMSELVES WIN THE SUPREMACY.' 48 THE KING EXPRESSED HIS AGREEMENT WITH THE ANSWER AND INQUIRED OF THE NEXT GUEST, HOW HE COULD BEAR WITH EQUANIMITY WHATEVER BEFELL HIM? 49 AND HE SAID, 'IF YOU HAVE A FIRM GRASP OF THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT THAT ALL MEN ARE APPOINTED BY GOD TO SHARE THE GREATEST EVIL AS WELL AS THE GREATEST GOOD, SINCE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ONE WHO IS A MAN TO BE EXEMPT FROM THESE. BUT GOD TO WHOM WE OUGHT ALWAYS TO PRAY, INSPIRES US WITH COURAGE TO ENDURE.' 50 DELIGHTED WITH THE MAN'S REPLY, THE KING SAID THAT ALL THEIR ANSWERS HAD BEEN GOOD. 'I WILL PUT A QUESTION TO ONE OTHER,' HE ADDED, 'AND THEN I WILL STOP FOR THE PRESENT: THAT WE MAY TURN OUR ATTENTION TO THE ENJOYMENT OF THE FEAST AND SPEND A PLEASANT TIME.' 51 THEREUPON HE ASKED THE MAN, 'WHAT IS THE TRUE AIM OF COURAGE?' 52 AND HE ANSWERED, 'IF A RIGHT PLAN IS CARRIED OUT IN THE HOUR OF DANGER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ORIGINAL [SEXLESS] INTENTION. FOR ALL THINGS ARE ACCOMPLISHED BY GOD TO YOUR ADVANTAGE, O KING, SINCE YOUR [SEXLESS] PURPOSE IS GOOD.' 53 WHEN ALL HAD SIGNIFIED BY THEIR APPLAUSE THEIR AGREEMENT WITH THE ANSWER, THE KING SAID TO THE PHILOSOPHERS (FOR NOT A FEW OF THEM WERE PRESENT), 'IT IS MY OPINION THAT THESE MEN EXCEL IN VIRTUE AND POSSESS EXTRAORDINARY KNOWLEDGE, SINCE ON THE SPUR OF THE MOMENT THEY HAVE GIVEN FITTING ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS WHICH I HAVE PUT TO THEM, AND HAVE ALL MADE GOD THE STARTING-POINT OF THEIR [SEXLESS] WORDS.' 54 AND MENEDEMUS, THE PHILOSOPHER OF ERETRIA, SAID, 'TRUE, O KING, FOR SINCE THE UNIVERSE IS MANAGED BY PROVIDENCE AND SINCE WE RIGHTLY PERCEIVE THAT MAN IS THE CREATION OF GOD, IT FOLLOWS THAT ALL POWER AND BEAUTY OF SPEECH PROCEED FROM GOD.' 55 WHEN THE KING HAD NODDED HIS ASSENT TO THIS SENTIMENT, THE SPEAKING CEASED AND THEY PROCEEDED TO ENJOY THEMSELVES. WHEN EVENING CAME ON, THE BANQUET ENDED. 
CHAPTER 8
MORE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. NOTE VERSE 20 WITH ITS REFERENCE TO FLYING THROUGH THE AIR WRITTEN IN 150 B. C.
1 ON THE FOLLOWING DAY THEY SAT DOWN TO TABLE AGAIN AND CONTINUED THE BANQUET ACCORDING TO THE SAME ARRANGEMENTS. 2 WHEN THE KING [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT THAT A FITTING OPPORTUNITY HAD ARRIVED TO PUT INQUIRIES TO HIS GUESTS, HE PROCEEDED TO ASK FURTHER QUESTIONS OF THE MEN WHO SAT NEXT IN ORDER TO THOSE WHO HAD GIVEN ANSWERS ON THE PREVIOUS DAY. 3 HE BEGAN TO OPEN THE CONVERSATION WITH THE ELEVENTH MAN, FOR THERE WERE TEN WHO HAD BEEN ASKED QUESTIONS ON THE FORMER OCCASION. 4 WHEN SILENCE WAS ESTABLISHED, HE ASKED HOW HE COULD CONTINUE TO BE RICH? 5 AFTER A BRIEF REFLECTION, THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN ASKED THE QUESTION REPLIED, 'IF HE DID NOTHING UNWORTHY OF HIS POSITION, NEVER ACTED [SEXUAL] LICENTIOUSLY, NEVER [SEXUAL] LAVISHED EXPENSE ON EMPTY AND VAIN PURSUITS, BUT BY ACTS OF BENEVOLENCE MADE ALL HIS SUBJECTS WELL DISPOSED TOWARDS HIMSELF. FOR IT IS GOD WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF ALL GOOD THINGS AND HIM MAN MUST NEEDS OBEY.' 6 THE KING BESTOWED PRAISE UPON HIM AND THEN ASKED ANOTHER HOW HE COULD MAINTAIN THE TRUTH? 7 IN REPLY TO THE QUESTION HE SAID, 'BY RECOGNIZING THAT A LIE BRINGS GREAT DISGRACE UPON ALL MEN, AND MORE ESPECIALLY UPON KINGS. FOR SINCE THEY HAVE THE POWER TO DO WHATEVER THEY WISH, WHY SHOULD THEY RESORT TO LIES? IN ADDITION TO THIS YOU MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER, O KING, THAT GOD IS A [SEXLESS] LOVER OF THE TRUTH. 8 THE KING RECEIVED THE ANSWER WITH GREAT DELIGHT AND LOOKING AT ANOTHER SAID, 'WHAT IS THE TEACHING OF WISDOM?' 9 AND THE OTHER REPLIED, 'AS YOU WISH THAT NO EVIL SHOULD BEFALL YOU, BUT TO BE A PARTAKER OF ALL GOOD THINGS, SO YOU SHOULD ACT ON THE SAME PRINCIPLE TOWARDS YOUR SUBJECTS AND [SEXUAL] OFFENDERS, AND YOU SHOULD MILDLY ADMONISH THE NOBLE AND GOOD. FOR GOD DRAWS ALL MEN TO HIMSELF BY HIS BENIGNITY.' 10 THE KING PRAISED HIM AND ASKED THE NEXT IN ORDER HOW HE COULD BE THE FRIEND OF MEN? 11 AND HE REPLIED, 'BY OBSERVING THAT THE HUMAN RACE INCREASES AND IS BORN WITH MUCH TROUBLE AND GREAT SUFFERING: WHEREFORE YOU MUST NOT LIGHTLY PUNISH OR INFLICT TORMENTS UPON THEM, SINCE YOU KNOW THAT THE LIFE OF MEN IS MADE UP OF PAINS AND PENALTIES. FOR IF YOU UNDERSTOOD EVERYTHING YOU WOULD BE FILLED WITH PITY, FOR GOD ALSO IT PITIFUL! 12 THE KING RECEIVED THE ANSWER WITH APPROBATION AND INQUIRED OF THE NEXT, 'WHAT IS THE MOST ESSENTIAL QUALIFICATION FOR RULING?' 13 'TO KEEP ONESELF,' HE ANSWERED, 'FREE FROM BRIBERY AND TO PRACTISE SOBRIETY DURING THE GREATER PART OF ONE'S LIFE, TO HONOUR RIGHTOUSNESS ABOVE ALL THINGS, AND TO MAKE FRIENDS OF MEN OF THIS TYPE. FOR GOD, TOO, IS A [SEXLESS] LOVER OF JUSTICE! 13 HAVING SIGNIFIED HIS APPROVAL, THE KING SAID TO ANOTHER, 'WHAT IS THE TRUE MARK OF PIETY?' 14 AND HE REPLIED, 'TO PERCEIVE THAT GOD CONSTANTLY WORKS IN THE UNIVERSE AND KNOWS ALL THINGS, AND NO MAN WHO ACTS UNJUSTLY AND WORKS WICKEDNESS CAN ESCAPE HIS NOTICE. AS GOD IS THE BENEFACTOR OF THE WHOLE WORLD, SO YOU, TOO, MUST IMITATE HIM AND BE VOID OF OFFENCE! 15 THE KING SIGNIFIED HIS AGREEMENT AND SAID TO ANOTHER, 'WHAT IS THE ESSENCE OF KINGSHIP?' 16 AND HE REPLIED, 'TO RULE ONESELF WELL AND NOT TO BE LED ASTRAY BY WEALTH OR FAME TO IMMODERATE OR UNSEEMLY [SEXUAL] DESIRES, THIS IS THE TRUE WAY OF RULING IF YOU REASON THE MATTER WELL OUT. FOR ALL THAT YOU REALLY NEED IS YOURS, AND GOD IS FREE FROM NEED AND BENIGNANT WITHAL. LET YOUR [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS BE SUCH AS BECOME A MAN, AND [SEXLESS] DESIRE NOT MANY THINGS BUT ONLY SUCH AS ARE NECESSARY FOR RULING! 17 THE KING PRAISED HIM AND ASKED ANOTHER MAN, HOW HIS DELIBERATIONS MIGHT BE FOR THE BEST? 18 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF HE CONSTANTLY SET JUSTICE BEFORE HIM IN EVERYTHING AND [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT THAT INJUSTICE WAS EQUIVALENT TO DEPRIVATION OF LIFE. FOR GOD ALWAYS PROMISES THE HIGHEST BLESSINGS TO THE JUST!' 19 HAVING PRAISED HIM, THE KING ASKED THE NEXT, HOW HE COULD BE FREE FROM DISTURBING [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS IN HIS SLEEP? 20 AND HE REPLIED, 'YOU HAVE ASKED ME A. QUESTION WHICH IS VERY DIFFICULT TO ANSWER, FOR WE CANNOT BRING OUR TRUE SELVES INTO PLAY DURING THE HOURS FOR SLEEP, BUT ARE HELD FAST IN THESE BY IMAGINATIONS THAT CANNOT BE CONTROLLED BY REASON. FOR OUR SOULS POSSESS THE FEELING THAT THEY ACTUALLY SEE THE THINGS THAT ENTER INTO OUR CONSCIOUSNESS DURING SLEEP. BUT WE MAKE A MISTAKE IF WE SUPPOSE THAT WE ARE ACTUALLY SAILING ON THE SEA IN BOATS OR FLYING THROUGH THE AIR [WRITTEN ABOUT 150 BC] OR TRAVELLING TO OTHER REGIONS OR ANYTHING ELSE OF THE KIND. AND YET WE ACTUALLY DO IMAGINE SUCH THINGS TO BE TAKING PLACE. 21 SO FAR AS IT IS POSSIBLE FOR ME TO DECIDE, I HAVE REACHED THE FOLLOWING CONCLUSION. YOU MUST IN EVERY POSSIBLE WAY, O KING, GOVERN YOUR [SEXLESS] WORDS AND [SEXLESS] ACTIONS BY THE RULE OF PIETY THAT YOU MAY HAVE THE CONSCIOUSNESS THAT YOU ARE MAINTAINING VIRTUE AND THAT YOU NEVER CHOOSE TO GRATIFY YOURSELF AT THE EXPENSE OF REASON AND NEVER BY ABUSING YOUR POWER DO DESPITE TO RIGHTEOUSNESS. 22 FOR THE MIND MOSTLY BUSIES ITSELF IN SLEEP WITH THE SAME THINGS WITH, WHICH IT OCCUPIES ITSELF WHEN AWAKE. AND HE WHO HAS ALL HIS [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS AND [SEXLESS] ACTIONS SET TOWARDS THE NOBLEST ENDS ESTABLISHES HIMSELF IN RIGHTEOUSNESS BOTH WHEN HE IS AWAKE AND WHEN HE IS ASLEEP. WHEREFORE. YOU MUST BE STEADFAST IN THE CONSTANT DISCIPLINE OF SELF. 23 THE KING BESTOWED PRAISE ON THE MAN AND SAID TO ANOTHER, 'SINCE YOU ARE THE TENTH TO ANSWER, WHEN YOU HAVE SPOKEN, WE WILL DEVOTE OURSELVES TO THE BANQUET.' AND THEN HE PUT THE QUESTION, HOW CAN I AVOID DOING ANYTHING UNWORTHY OF MYSELF? 24 AND HE REPLIED, 'LOOK ALWAYS TO YOUR OWN FAME AND YOUR OWN SUPREME POSITION, THAT YOU MAY SPEAK AND [SEXUALLY] THINK ONLY SUCH THINGS AS ARE CONSISTENT THEREWITH, KNOWING THAT ALL YOUR SUBJECTS [SEXUALLY] THINK AND [SEXUALLY] TALK ABOUT YOU. FOR YOU MUST NOT APPEAR TO BE WORSE THAN THE ACTORS, WHO STUDY CAREFULLY THE ROLE, WHICH IT IS NECESSARY FOR THEM TO PLAY, AND SHAPE ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] ACTIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH IT. YOU ARE NOT ACTING A PART, BUT ARE REALLY A KING, SINCE GOD HAS BESTOWED UPON YOU A ROYAL AUTHORITY IN KEEPING WITH YOUR [SEXLESS] CHARACTER.' 25 WHEN THE KING HAD APPLAUDED LOUD AND LONG IN THE MOST, GRACIOUS WAY, THE GUESTS WERE URGED TO SEEK REPOSE. SO, WHEN THE CONVERSATION CEASED, THEY DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO THE NEXT COURSE OF THE FEAST. 26 ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, THE SAME ARRANGEMENT WAS OBSERVED, AND WHEN THE KING FOUND AN OPPORTUNITY OF PUTTING QUESTIONS TO THE MEN, HE QUESTIONED THE FIRST OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN LEFT OVER FOR THE NEXT INTERROGATION, WHAT IS THE HIGHEST FORM OF GOVERNMENT? 27 AND HE REPLIED, 'TO RULE ONESELF AND NOT TO BE CARRIED AWAY BY [SEXUAL] IMPULSES. FOR ALL MEN POSSESS A CERTAIN NATURAL BENT OF MIND. IT IS PROBABLE THAT MOST MEN HAVE AN [SEXUAL] INCLINATION TOWARDS FOOD AND DRINK AND [SEXUAL] PLEASURE, AND KINGS A BENT TOWARDS THE ACQUISITION OF TERRITORY AND GREAT RENOWN. BUT IT IS GOOD THAT THERE SHOULD BE MODERATION IN ALL THINGS [ROMANS 8:28]. 28 WHAT GOD GIVES, THAT YOU MUST TAKE AND KEEP, BUT NEVER YEARN FOR THINGS THAT ARE BEYOND YOUR REACH.' 29 PLEASED WITH THESE WORDS, THE KING ASKED THE NEXT, HOW HE COULD BE FREE FROM ENVY? 30 AND HE AFTER A BRIEF PAUSE REPLIED, 'IF YOU CONSIDER FIRST OF ALL THAT IT IS GOD WHO BESTOWS ON ALL KINGS GLORY AND GREAT WEALTH AND NO ONE IS KING BY HIS OWN POWER. ALL MEN WISH TO SHARE THIS GLORY BUT CANNOT, SINCE IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD! 31 THE KING PRAISED THE MAN IN A LONG SPEECH AND THEN ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD DESPISE HIS ENEMIES? 32 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF YOU SHOW KINDNESS TO ALL MEN AND WIN THEIR FRIENDSHIP, YOU NEED FEAR NO ONE. TO BE POPULAR WITH ALL MEN IS THE BEST OF GOOD GIFTS TO RECEIVE FROM GOD! 33 HAVING PRAISED THIS ANSWER THE KING ORDERED THE NEXT MAN TO REPLY TO THE QUESTION, HOW HE COULD MAINTAIN HIS GREAT RENOWN? 34 AND HE REPLIED THAT 'IF YOU ARE GENEROUS AND LARGE-HEARTED IN BESTOWING KINDNESS AND ACTS OF GRACE UPON OTHERS, YOU WILL NEVER LOSE YOUR RENOWN, BUT IF YOU WISH THE AFORESAID GRACES TO CONTINUE YOURS, YOU MUST CALL UPON GOD CONTINUALLY.' 35 THE KING EXPRESSED HIS APPROVAL AND ASKED THE NEXT, TO WHOM OUGHT A MAN TO SHOW LIBERALITY? 36 AND HE REPLIED, 'ALL MEN ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE OUGHT TO SHOW LIBERALITY TO THOSE WHO ARE WELL DISPOSED TOWARDS US, BUT I [SEXLESSLY] THINK THAT WE OUGHT TO SHOW THE SAME KEEN SPIRIT OF GENEROSITY TO THOSE WHO ARE OPPOSED TO US THAT BY THIS MEANS WE MAY WIN THEM OVER TO THE RIGHT AND TO WHAT IS ADVANTAGEOUS TO OURSELVES. BUT WE MUST PRAY TO GOD THAT THIS MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED, FOR HE RULES THE MINDS OF ALL MEN.' 37 HAVING EXPRESSED HIS AGREEMENT WITH THE ANSWER, THE KING ASKED THE SIXTH TO REPLY TO THE QUESTION, TO WHOM OUGHT WE TO EXHIBIT GRATITUDE? 38 AND HE REPLIED, 'TO OUR PARENTS CONTINUALLY, FOR GOD HAS GIVEN US A MOST IMPORTANT COMMANDMENT WITH REGARD TO THE HONOUR DUE TO PARENTS. IN THE NEXT PLACE HE RECKONS THE ATTITUDE OF FRIEND TOWARDS FRIEND FOR HE SPEAKS OF "A FRIEND WHICH IS AS THINE OWN SOUL." YOU DO WELL IN TRYING TO BRING ALL MEN INTO FRIENDSHIP WITH YOURSELF.' 39 THE KING SPOKE KINDLY TO HIM AND THEN ASKED THE NEXT, WHAT IS IT THAT RESEMBLES BEAUTY IN VALUE? 40 AND HE SAID, 'PIETY, FOR IT IS THE PRE-EMINENT FORM OF BEAUTY, AND ITS POWER LIES IN [SEXLESS] LOVE, WHICH IS THE GIFT OF GOD. THIS YOU HAVE ALREADY ACQUIRED AND WITH IT ALL THE BLESSINGS OF LIFE.' 41 THE KING IN THE MOST GRACIOUS WAY APPLAUDED THE ANSWER AND ASKED ANOTHER, HOW, IF HE WERE TO FAIL, HE COULD REGAIN HIS REPUTATION AGAIN IN THE SAME DEGREE? 42 AND HE SAID, 'IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO FAIL, FOR YOU HAVE SOWN IN ALL MEN THE SEEDS OF GRATITUDE WHICH PRODUCE A HARVEST OF GOODWILL, AND THIS IS MIGHTIER THAN THE STRONGEST WEAPONS AND GUARANTEES THE GREATEST SECURITY. BUT IF ANY MAN DOES FAIL, HE MUST NEVER AGAIN DO THOSE THINGS WHICH CAUSED HIS FAILURE, BUT HE MUST FORM FRIENDSHIPS AND ACT JUSTLY. FOR IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD TO BE ABLE TO DO GOOD [SEXLESS] ACTIONS AND NOT THE CONTRARY.' 43 DELIGHTED WITH THESE WORDS, THE KING ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD BE FREE FROM GRIEF? 44 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF HE NEVER INJURED ANY ONE, BUT DID GOOD TO EVERYBODY AND FOLLOWED THE PATHWAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR ITS FRUITS BRING FREEDOM FROM GRIEF. BUT WE MUST PRAY TO GOD THAT UNEXPECTED EVILS SUCH AS DEATH OR DISEASE OR PAIN OR ANYTHING OF THIS KIND MAY NOT COME UPON US AND INJURE US. BUT SINCE YOU ARE DEVOTED TO PIETY, NO SUCH MISFORTUNE WILL EVER COME UPON YOU.' 45 THE KING BESTOWED GREAT PRAISE UPON HIM AND ASKED THE TENTH, WHAT IS THE HIGHEST FORM OF GLORY? 46 AND HE SAID, 'TO HONOUR GOD, AND THIS IS DONE NOT WITH GIFTS AND SACRIFICES BUT WITH PURITY OF SOUL AND HOLY CONVICTION, SINCE ALL THINGS ARE FASHIONED AND GOVERNED BY GOD IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS WILL. OF THIS [SEXLESS] PURPOSE YOU ARE IN CONSTANT POSSESSION AS ALL MEN CAN SHE FROM YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE PAST AND IN THE PRESENT.' 47 WITH LOUD VOICE THE KING GREETED THEM ALL AND SPOKE KINDLY TO THEM, AND ALL THOSE WHO WERE PRESENT EXPRESSED THEIR APPROVAL, ESPECIALLY THE PHILOSOPHERS. FOR THEY WERE FAR SUPERIOR TO THEM [THE PHILOSOPHERS] BOTH IN [SEXLESS] CONDUCT AND IN [SEXLESS] ARGUMENT, SINCE THEY ALWAYS MADE GOD THEIR STARTING-POINT. 48 AFTER THIS THE KING TO SHOW HIS GOOD FEELING PROCEEDED TO DRINK THE HEALTH OF HIS GUESTS.
CHAPTER 9
VERSE 8 EPITOMIZES THE VALUE OF KNOWLEDGE. VERSE 28, PARENTAL [SEXLESS] AFFECTION. NOTE ESPECIALLY THE QUESTION IN VERSE 26 AND THE ANSWER. ALSO NOTE THE QUESTION IN VERSE 47 AND THE ANSWER. THIS IS SAGE ADVICE FOR BUSINESS MEN.
1 ON THE FOLLOWING DAY THE SAME ARRANGEMENTS WERE E FOR THE BANQUET, AND THE KING, AS SOON AS AN OPPORTUNITY OCCURRED, BEGAN TO PUT QUESTIONS TO THE MEN WHO SAT NEXT TO THOSE WHO HAD ALREADY RESPONDED, AND HE SAID TO THE FIRST 'IS WISDOM CAPABLE OF BEING TAUGHT?' 2 AND HE SAID, 'THE SOUL IS SO CONSTITUTED THAT IT IS ABLE BY THE DIVINE POWER TO RECEIVE ALL THE GOOD AND REJECT THE CONTRARY.' 3 THE KING EXPRESSED APPROVAL AND ASKED THE NEXT MAN, WHAT IS IT THAT IS MOST BENEFICIAL TO HEALTH? 4 AND HE SAID, 'TEMPERANCE, AND IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO ACQUIRE THIS UNLESS GOD CREATE A DISPOSITION TOWARDS IT.' 5 THE KING SPOKE KINDLY TO THE MAN AND SAID TO ANOTHER, 'HOW CAN A MAN WORTHILY PAY THE DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO HIS PARENTS?' 6 AND HE SAID, 'BY NEVER CAUSING THEM PAIN, AND THIS IS NOT POSSIBLE UNLESS GOD DISPOSE THE MIND TO THE PURSUIT OF THE NOBLEST ENDS.' 7 THE KING EXPRESSED AGREEMENT AND ASKED THE NEXT, HOW HE COULD BECOME AN EAGER LISTENER? 8 AND HE SAID, 'BY REMEMBERING THAT ALL KNOWLEDGE IS USEFUL, BECAUSE IT ENABLES YOU BY THE HELP OF GOD IN A TIME OF EMERGENCY TO SELECT SOME OF THE THINGS WHICH YOU HAVE LEARNED AND APPLY THEM TO THE CRISIS WHICH CONFRONTS YOU. AND SO, THE EFFORTS OF MEN ARE FULFILLED BY THE ASSISTANCE OF GOD.' 9 THE KING PRAISED HIM AND ASKED THE NEXT HOW HE COULD AVOID DOING ANYTHING CONTRARY TO [SEXLESS] LAW? 10 AND HE SAID, 'IF YOU RECOGNIZE THAT IT IS GOD WHO HAS PUT THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS INTO THE HEARTS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAWGIVERS THAT THE LIVES OF MEN MIGHT BE PRESERVED, YOU WILL FOLLOW THEM.' 11 THE KING ACKNOWLEDGED THE MAN'S ANSWER AND SAID TO ANOTHER, 'WHAT IS THE ADVANTAGE OF KINSHIP?' 12 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF WE CONSIDER THAT WE OURSELVES ARE AFFLICTED BY THE MISFORTUNES WHICH FALL UPON OUR RELATIVES AND IF THEIR SUFFERINGS BECOME OUR OWN--THEN THE STRENGTH OF KINSHIP IS APPARENT AT ONCE, FOR IT IS ONLY WHEN SUCH FEELING IS SHOWN THAT WE SHALL WIN HONOUR AND ESTEEM IN THEIR EYES. FOR HELP, WHEN IT IS LINKED WITH KINDLINESS, IS OF ITSELF A BOND WHICH IS ALTOGETHER INDISSOLUBLE. AND IN THE DAY OF THEIR PROSPERITY WE MUST NOT CRAVE THEIR POSSESSIONS, BUT MUST PRAY GOD TO BESTOW ALL MANNER OF GOOD UPON THEM.' 13 AND HAVING ACCORDED TO HIM THE SAME PRAISE AS TO THE REST, THE KING ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD ATTAIN FREEDOM FROM FEAR? 14 AND HE SAID, 'WHEN THE MIND IS CONSCIOUS THAT IT HAS WROUGHT NO EVIL, AND WHEN GOD DIRECTS IT TO ALL NOBLE [SEXLESS] COUNSELS.' 15 THE KING EXPRESSED HIS APPROVAL AND ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD ALWAYS MAINTAIN A RIGHT JUDGEMENT? 16 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF HE CONSTANTLY SET BEFORE HIS EYES THE MISFORTUNES WHICH BEFALL MEN AND RECOGNIZED THAT IT IS GOD WHO TAKES AWAY PROSPERITY FROM SOME AND BRINGS OTHERS TO GREAT HONOUR AND GLORY.' 17 THE KING GAVE A KINDLY RECEPTION TO THE MAN AND ASKED THE NEXT TO ANSWER THE QUESTION, HOW HE COULD AVOID A LIFE OF EASE AND [SEXLESS] PLEASURE? 18 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF HE CONTINUALLY REMEMBERED THAT HE WAS THE RULER OF A GREAT EMPIRE AND THE LORD OF VAST MULTITUDES, AND THAT HIS MIND OUGHT NOT TO BE OCCUPIED WITH OTHER THINGS, BUT HE OUGHT ALWAYS TO BE CONSIDERING HOW HE COULD BEST PROMOTE THEIR WELFARE. HE MUST PRAY, TOO, TO GOD THAT NO DUTY MIGHT BE NEGLECTED.' 19 HAVING BESTOWED PRAISE UPON HIM, THE KING ASKED THE TENTH, HOW HE COULD RECOGNIZE THOSE WHO WERE DEALING TREACHEROUSLY WITH HIM? 20 AND HE REPLIED TO THE QUESTION, 'IF HE OBSERVED WHETHER THE BEARING OF THOSE ABOUT HIM WAS NATURAL AND WHETHER THEY MAINTAINED THE PROPER RULE OF PRECEDENCE AT RECEPTIONS AND COUNCILS, AND IN THEIR GENERAL INTERCOURSE, NEVER GOING BEYOND THE BOUNDS OF PROPRIETY IN CONGRATULATIONS OR IN OTHER MATTERS OF DEPORTMENT. BUT GOD WILL INCLINE YOUR MIND, O KING, TO ALL THAT IS NOBLE.' 21 WHEN THE KING HAD EXPRESSED HIS LOUD APPROVAL AND PRAISED THEM ALL INDIVIDUALLY (AMID THE PLAUDITS OF ALL WHO WERE PRESENT), THEY TURNED TO THE ENJOYMENT OF THE FEAST. 22 AND ON THE NEXT DAY, WHEN THE OPPORTUNITY OFFERED, THE KING ASKED THE NEXT MAN, WHAT IS THE GROSSEST FORM OF NEGLECT? 23 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF A MAN DOES NOT CARE FOR HIS CHILDREN AND DEVOTE EVERY EFFORT TO THEIR EDUCATION. FOR WE ALWAYS PRAY TO GOD NOT SO MUCH FOR OURSELVES AS FOR OUR CHILDREN THAT EVERY BLESSING MAY BE THEIRS. OUR [SEXLESS] DESIRE THAT OUR CHILDREN MAY POSSESS SELF-CONTROL IS ONLY REALIZED BY THE POWER OF GOD.' 24 THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD SPOKEN WELL AND THEN ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD BE PATRIOTIC? 25 'BY KEEPING BEFORE YOUR MIND,' HE REPLIED, 'THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT THAT IT IS GOOD TO LIVE AND DIE IN ONE'S OWN COUNTRY. RESIDENCE ABROAD BRINGS CONTEMPT UPON THE POOR AND SHAME UPON THE RICH AS THOUGH THEY HAD BEEN BANISHED FOR A [SEXUAL] CRIME. IF YOU BESTOW BENEFITS UPON ALL, AS YOU CONTINUALLY DO, GOD WILL GIVE YOU FAVOUR WITH ALL AND YOU WILL BE ACCOUNTED PATRIOTIC." 26 AFTER LISTENING TO THIS MAN, THE KING ASKED THE NEXT IN ORDER, HOW HE COULD LIVE AMICABLY WITH HIS WIFE? 27 AND HE ANSWERED, 'BY RECOGNIZING THAT WOMANKIND, ARE BY [SEXUAL] NATURE HEADSTRONG AND ENERGETIC IN THE PURSUIT OF THEIR OWN [SEXUAL] DESIRES, AND SUBJECT TO SUDDEN CHANGES OF OPINION THROUGH FALLACIOUS REASONING, AND THEIR [SEXUAL] NATURE IS ESSENTIALLY WEAK. IT IS NECESSARY TO DEAL WISELY WITH THEM AND NOT TO [SEXUALLY] PROVOKE STRIFE. FOR THE SUCCESSFUL [SEXLESS] CONDUCT OF LIFE, THE STEERSMAN MUST KNOW THE GOAL TOWARD WHICH HE OUGHT TO DIRECT HIS COURSE. IT IS ONLY BY CALLING UPON THE HELP OF GOD THAT MEN CAN STEER A TRUE COURSE OF LIFE AT ALL TIMES.' 28 THE KING EXPRESSED HIS AGREEMENT AND ASKED THE NEXT, HOW HE COULD BE FREE FROM [SEXUAL] ERROR? 29 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF YOU ALWAYS ACT WITH DELIBERATION AND NEVER GIVE CREDENCE TO SLANDERS, BUT PROVE FOR YOURSELF THE THINGS THAT ARE SAID TO YOU AND DECIDE BY YOUR OWN JUDGEMENT THE REQUESTS WHICH ARE MADE TO YOU AND CARRY OUT EVERYTHING IN THE LIGHT OF YOUR JUDGEMENT, YOU WILL BE FREE FROM [SEXUAL] ERROR, O KING. BUT THE KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICE OF THESE THINGS IS THE WORK OF THE DIVINE POWER.' 30 DELIGHTED WITH THESE WORDS, THE KING ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD BE FREE FROM WRATH? 31 AND HE SAID IN REPLY TO THE QUESTION, 'IF HE RECOGNIZED THAT HE HAD POWER OVER ALL EVEN TO INFLICT DEATH UPON THEM, IF HE GAVE WAY TO WRATH, AND THAT IT WOULD BE USELESS AND PITIFUL IF HE, JUST BECAUSE HE WAS LORD, DEPRIVED MANY OF LIFE. 32 WHAT NEED WAS THERE FOR WRATH, WHEN ALL MEN WERE IN SUBJECTION AND NO ONE WAS HOSTILE TO HIM? IT IS NECESSARY TO RECOGNIZE THAT GOD RULES THE WHOLE WORLD IN THE SPIRIT OF KINDNESS AND WITHOUT WRATH AT ALL, AND YOU,' SAID HE, 'O KING, MUST OF NECESSITY COPY HIS EXAMPLE.' 33 THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD ANSWERED WELL AND THEN INQUIRED OF THE NEXT MAN, WHAT IS GOOD [SEXLESS] COUNSEL? 34 'TO ACT WELL AT ALL TIMES AND WITH DUE REFLECTION,' HE EXPLAINED, 'COMPARING WHAT IS ADVANTAGEOUS TO OUR OWN POLICY WITH THE INJURIOUS EFFECTS THAT WOULD RESULT FROM THE ADOPTION OF THE OPPOSITE VIEW, IN ORDER THAT BY WEIGHING EVERY POINT WE MAY BE WELL ADVISED AND OUR [SEXLESS] PURPOSE MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED. AND MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL, BY THE POWER OF GOD EVERY PLAN OF YOURS WILL FIND FULFILMENT BECAUSE YOU PRACTICE PIETY.' 35 THE KING SAID THAT THIS MAN HAD ANSWERED WELL, AND ASKED ANOTHER, WHAT IS PHILOSOPHY? 36 AND HE EXPLAINED, 'TO DELIBERATE WELL IN REFERENCE TO ANY QUESTION THAT EMERGES AND NEVER TO BE CARRIED AWAY BY [SEXUAL] IMPULSES, BUT TO PONDER OVER THE INJURIES THAT RESULT FROM THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, AND TO ACT RIGHTLY AS THE CIRCUMSTANCES DEMAND, PRACTICING MODERATION. BUT WE MUST PRAY TO GOD TO INSTILL INTO OUR MIND A REGARD FOR THESE THINGS.' 37 THE KING SIGNIFIED HIS CONSENT AND ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD MEET WITH RECOGNITION WHEN TRAVELING ABROAD? 38 'BY BEING FAIR TO ALL MEN,' HE REPLIED, 'AND BY APPEARING TO BE INFERIOR RATHER THAN SUPERIOR TO THOSE AMONGST WHOM HE WAS TRAVELING. FOR IT IS A RECOGNIZED PRINCIPLE THAT GOD BY HIS VERY [DIVINE] NATURE ACCEPTS THE HUMBLE. AND THE HUMAN RACE [SEXUALLY] LOVES THOSE WHO ARE WILLING TO BE IN SUBJECTION TO THEM.' 39 HAVING EXPRESSED HIS APPROVAL AT THIS REPLY, THE KING ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD BUILD IN SUCH A WAY THAT HIS STRUCTURES WOULD ENDURE AFTER HIM? 40 AND HE REPLIED TO THE QUESTION, 'IF HIS CREATIONS WERE ON A GREAT AND NOBLE SCALE, SO THAT THE BEHOLDERS WOULD SPARE THEM FOR THEIR BEAUTY, AND IF HE NEVER DISMISSED ANY OF THOSE WHO WROUGHT SUCH WORKS AND NEVER COMPELLED OTHERS TO MINISTER TO HIS NEEDS WITHOUT WAGES. 41 FOR OBSERVING HOW GOD PROVIDES FOR THE HUMAN RACE, GRANTING THEM HEALTH AND MENTAL CAPACITY AND. ALL OTHER GIFTS, HE HIMSELF SHOULD FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE BY RENDERING TO MEN A RECOMPENSE FOR THEIR ARDUOUS TOIL. FOR IT IS THE [SEXLESS] DEEDS THAT ARE WROUGHT IN RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT ABIDE CONTINUALLY! 42 THE KING SAID THAT THIS MAN, TOO, HAD ANSWERED WELL AND ASKED THE TENTH, WHAT IS THE FRUIT OF WISDOM? 43 AND HE REPLIED, 'THAT A MAN SHOULD BE CONSCIOUS IN HIMSELF THAT HE HAS WROUGHT NO EVIL AND THAT HE SHOULD LIVE HIS LIFE IN THE TRUTH. SINCE IT IS FROM THESE, O MIGHTY KING, THAT THE GREATEST JOY AND STEADFASTNESS OF SOUL AND STRONG FAITH IN GOD ACCRUE TO YOU IF YOU RULE YOUR REALM IN PIETY.' 4.4 AND WHEN THEY HEARD THE ANSWER, THEY ALL SHOUTED WITH LOUD ACCLAIM, AND AFTERWARDS THE KING IN THE FULLNESS OF HIS JOY BEGAN TO DRINK THEIR HEALTHS. 45 AND ON THE NEXT DAY THE BANQUET FOLLOWED THE SAME COURSE AS ON PREVIOUS OCCASIONS, AND WHEN THE OPPORTUNITY PRESENTED ITSELF THE KING PROCEEDED TO PUT QUESTIONS TO THE REMAINING GUESTS, AND HE SAID TO THE FIRST, 'HOW CAN A MAN KEEP HIMSELF FROM PRIDE?' 46 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF HE MAINTAINS EQUALITY AND REMEMBERS ON ALL OCCASIONS THAT HE IS A MAN RULING OVER MEN. AND GOD BRINGS THE PROUD TO NOUGHT, AND EXALTS THE MEEK AND HUMBLE! 47 THE KING SPOKE KINDLY TO HIM AND ASKED THE NEXT, WHOM OUGHT A MAN TO SELECT AS HIS [SEXLESS] COUNSELLORS? 48 AND HE REPLIED, 'THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN TESTED IN MANY AFFAIRS AND MAINTAIN UNMINGLED GOODWILL TOWARDS HIM AND PARTAKE OF HIS OWN DISPOSITION. AND GOD MANIFESTS HIMSELF TO THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY THAT THESE ENDS MAY BE ATTAINED.' 49 THE KING PRAISED HIM AND ASKED ANOTHER, WHAT IS THE MOST NECESSARY POSSESSION FOR A KING? 50 'THE FRIENDSHIP AND [SEXLESS] LOVE OF HIS SUBJECTS,' HE REPLIED, 'FOR IT IS THROUGH THIS THAT THE BOND OF GOODWILL IS RENDERED INDISSOLUBLE. AND IT IS GOD WHO ENSURES THAT THIS MAY COME TO PASS IN ACCORDANCE WITH YOUR WISH.' 51 THE KING PRAISED HIM AND INQUIRED OF ANOTHER, WHAT IS GOAL OF SPEECH? AND HE REPLIED, 'TO CONVINCE YOUR OPPONENT BY SHOWING HIM HIS MISTAKES IN A WELL-ORDERED ARMY OF ARGUMENTS. 52 FOR IN THIS WAY YOU WILL WIN YOUR HEARER, NOT BY OPPOSING HIM, BUT BY BESTOWING PRAISE UPON HIM WITH A VIEW TO PERSUADING HIM. AND IT IS BY THE POWER OF GOD THAT PERSUASION IS ACCOMPLISHED.' 53 THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD GIVEN A GOOD ANSWER, AND ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD LIVE AMICABLY WITH THE MANY DIFFERENT RACES WHO FORMED THE POPULATION OF HIS KINGDOM? 54 'BY ACTING THE PROPER PART TOWARDS EACH,' HE REPLIED, 'AND TAKING RIGHTEOUSNESS AS YOUR GUIDE, AS YOU ARE NOW DOING WITH THE HELP OF THE INSIGHT WHICH GOD BESTOWS UPON YOU.' 55 THE KING WAS DELIGHTED BY THIS REPLY, AND ASKED ANOTHER, 'UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES OUGHT A MAN TO SUFFER GRIEF?' 56 'IN THE MISFORTUNES THAT BEFALL OUR FRIENDS,' HE REPLIED, 'WHEN WE SEE THAT THEY ARE PROTRACTED AND IRREMEDIABLE. REASON DOES NOT ALLOW US TO GRIEVE FOR THOSE WHO ARE DEAD AND SET FREE FROM EVIL, BUT ALL MEN DO GRIEVE OVER THEM BECAUSE THEY [SEXUALLY] THINK ONLY OF THEMSELVES AND THEIR OWN ADVANTAGE. IT IS BY THE POWER OF GOD ALONE THAT WE CAN ESCAPE ALL EVIL! 57 THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD GIVEN A FITTING ANSWER, AND ASKED ANOTHER, HOW IS REPUTATION LOST? 58 AND HE REPLIED, 'WHEN PRIDE AND UNBOUNDED SELF-CONFIDENCE HOLD SWAY, DISHONOUR AND LOSS OF REPUTATION ARE ENGENDERED. FOR GOD IS THE LORD OF ALL REPUTATION AND BESTOWS IT WHERE HE WILL.' 59 THE KING GAVE HIS CONFIRMATION TO THE ANSWER, AND ASKED THE NEXT MAN, TO WHOM OUGHT MEN TO ENTRUST THEMSELVES? 60 'TO THOSE,' HE REPLIED, 'WHO SERVE YOU FROM GOODWILL AND NOT FROM FEAR OR SELF-INTEREST, [SEXUALLY] THINKING ONLY OF THEIR OWN GAIN. FOR THE ONE IS THE SIGN OF [SEXUAL] LOVE, THE OTHER THE MARK OF ILL WILL AND TIME-SERVING. 61 FOR THE MAN WHO IS ALWAYS WATCHING FOR HIS OWN GAIN IS A TRAITOR AT HEART. BUT YOU POSSESS THE [SEXLESS] AFFECTION OF ALL YOUR SUBJECTS BY THE HELP OF THE GOOD [SEXLESS] COUNSEL WHICH GOD BESTOWS UPON YOU.' 62 THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD ANSWERED WISELY, AND ASKED ANOTHER, WHAT IS IT THAT KEEPS A KINGDOM SAFE? 63 AND HE REPLIED TO THE QUESTION, 'CARE AND FORETHOUGHT THAT NO EVIL MAY BE WROUGHT BY THOSE WHO ARE PLACED IN A POSITION OF AUTHORITY OVER THE PEOPLE, AND THIS YOU ALWAYS DO BY THE HELP OF GOD WHO INSPIRES YOU WITH GRAVE JUDGEMENT.' 64 THE KING SPOKE WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO HIM, AND ASKED ANOTHER, WHAT IS IT THAT MAINTAINS GRATITUDE AND HONOUR? 65 AND HE REPLIED, 'VIRTUE, FOR IT IS THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS, AND BY IT EVIL IS DESTROYED, EVEN AS YOU EXHIBIT NOBILITY OF [SEXLESS] CHARACTER TOWARDS ALL BY THE GIFT WHICH GOD BESTOWS UPON YOU.' 66 THE KING GRACIOUSLY ACKNOWLEDGED THE ANSWER AND ASKED THE ELEVENTH (SINCE THERE WERE TWO MORE THAN SEVENTY), HOW HE COULD IN TIME OF WAR MAINTAIN TRANQUILLITY OF SOUL? 67 AND HE REPLIED, 'BY REMEMBERING THAT HE HAD DONE NO EVIL TO ANY OF HIS SUBJECTS, AND THAT ALL WOULD FIGHT FOR HIM IN RETURN FOR THE BENEFITS WHICH THEY HAD RECEIVED, KNOWING THAT EVEN IF THEY LOSE THEIR LIVES, YOU WILL CARE FOR THOSE DEPENDENT ON THEM. FOR YOU NEVER FAIL TO MAKE REPARATION TO ANY--SUCH IS THE KIND-HEARTEDNESS WITH WHICH GOD HAS INSPIRED YOU.' 68 THE KING LOUDLY APPLAUDED THEM ALL AND SPOKE VERY KINDLY TO THEM AND THEN DRANK A LONG DRAUGHT TO THE HEALTH OF EACH, GIVING HIMSELF UP TO ENJOYMENT, AND LAVISHING THE MOST GENEROUS AND JOYOUS FRIENDSHIP UPON HIS GUESTS.
CHAPTER 10
THE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CONTINUE. SHOWING HOW THE ARMY OFFICERS OUGHT TO BE SELECTED. WHAT MAN IS WORTHY OF ADMIRATION AND OTHER PROBLEMS OF DAILY LIFE AS TRUE TODAY AS 2000 YEARS AGO. VERSES 15-17 ARE NOTABLE FOR RECOMMENDING THE THEATRE. VERSES 2I-22 DESCRIBE THE WISDOM OF ELECTING A PRESIDENT OR HAVING A KING.
1 ON THE SEVENTH DAY MUCH MORE EXTENSIVE PREPARATIONS WERE MADE, AND MANY OTHERS WERE PRESENT FROM THE DIFFERENT CITIES (AMONG THEM A LARGE NUMBER OF AMBASSADORS). 2 WHEN AN OPPORTUNITY OCCURRED, THE KING ASKED THE FIRST OF THOSE WHO HAD NOT YET BEEN QUESTIONED, HOW HE COULD AVOID BEING DECEIVED BY FALLACIOUS REASONING? 3 AND HE REPLIED, 'BY NOTICING CAREFULLY THE SPEAKER, THE THING SPOKEN, AND THE SUBJECT UNDER DISCUSSION, AND BY PUTTING THE SAME QUESTIONS AGAIN AFTER AN INTERVAL IN DIFFERENT FORMS. BUT TO POSSESS AN ALERT MIND AND TO BE ABLE TO FORM A SOUND JUDGEMENT IN EVERY CASE IS ONE OF THE GOOD GIFTS OF GOD, AND YOU POSSESS IT, O KING.' 4 THE KING LOUDLY APPLAUDED THE ANSWER AND ASKED ANOTHER, WHY IS IT THAT THE MAJORITY OF MEN NEVER BECOME VIRTUOUS? 5 'BECAUSE,' HE REPLIED, 'ALL MEN ARE BY [SEXUAL] NATURE INTEMPERATE AND INCLINED TO [SEXUAL] PLEASURE. HENCE, INJUSTICE SPRINGS UP AND A FLOOD OF [SEXUAL] AVARICE [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10]. THE HABIT OF VIRTUE IS A HINDRANCE TO THOSE WHO ARE DEVOTED TO A LIFE OF [SEXLESS] PLEASURE BECAUSE IT ENJOINS UPON THEM THE PREFERENCE OF TEMPERANCE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR IT IS GOD WHO IS THE MASTER OF THESE THINGS.' 6 THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD ANSWERED WELL, AND ASKED, WHAT OUGHT KINGS TO OBEY? AND HE SAID, 'THE [SEXLESS] LAWS, IN ORDER THAT BY RIGHTEOUS ENACTMENTS THEY MAY RESTORE THE LIVES OF MEN. EVEN AS YOU BY SUCH [SEXLESS] CONDUCT IN OBEDIENCE TO THE DIVINE COMMAND HAVE LAID UP IN STORE FOR YOURSELF A PERPETUAL MEMORIAL.' 7 THE KING SAID THAT THIS MAN, TOO, HAD SPOKEN WELL, AND ASKED THE NEXT, WHOM OUGHT WE TO APPOINT AS GOVERNORS? AND HE REPLIED, 'ALL WHO HATE WICKEDNESS, AND IMITATING YOUR OWN [SEXLESS] CONDUCT ACT RIGHTEOUSLY THAT THEY MAY MAINTAIN A GOOD REPUTATION CONSTANTLY. FOR THIS IS WHAT YOU DO, O MIGHTY KING,' HE SAID, 'AND IT IS GOD WHO HAS BESTOWED UPON YOU THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.' 9 THE KING LOUDLY ACCLAIMED THE ANSWER AND THEN LOOKING AT THE NEXT MAN SAID, 'WHOM OUGHT WE TO APPOINT AS OFFICERS OVER THE FORCES?' 10 AND HE EXPLAINED, 'THOSE WHO EXCEL IN COURAGE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THOSE WHO ARE MORE ANXIOUS ABOUT THE SAFETY OF THEIR MEN THAN TO GAIN A VICTORY BY RISKING THEIR LIVES THROUGH RASHNESS. FOR AS GOD ACTS WELL TOWARDS ALL MEN, SO TOO YOU IN IMITATION OF HIM ARE THE BENEFACTOR OF ALL YOUR SUBJECTS.' 11 THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD GIVEN A GOOD ANSWER AND ASKED ANOTHER, WHAT MAN IS WORTHY OF ADMIRATION? 12 AND HE REPLIED, 'THE MAN WHO IS FURNISHED WITH REPUTATION AND WEALTH AND POWER AND POSSESSES A SOUL EQUAL TO IT ALL. YOU YOURSELF SHOW BY YOUR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS THAT YOU ARE MOST WORTHY OF ADMIRATION THROUGH THE HELP OF GOD WHO MAKES YOU CARE FOR THESE THINGS.' 13 THE KING EXPRESSED HIS APPROVAL AND SAID TO ANOTHER, 'TO WHAT AFFAIRS OUGHT KINGS TO DEVOTE MOST TIME?' 14 AND HE REPLIED, 'TO READING AND THE STUDY OF THE RECORDS OF OFFICIAL JOURNEYS, WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN REFERENCE TO THE VARIOUS KINGDOMS, WITH A VIEW TO THE REFORMATION AND PRESERVATION OF THE SUBJECTS. AND IT IS BY SUCH ACTIVITY THAT YOU HAVE ATTAINED TO A GLORY WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN APPROACHED BY OTHERS, THROUGH THE HELP OF GOD WHO FULFILS ALL YOUR [SEXLESS] DESIRES.' 15 THE KING SPOKE ENTHUSIASTICALLY TO THE MAN AND ASKED ANOTHER, HOW OUGHT A MAN TO OCCUPY HIMSELF DURING HIS HOURS OF RELAXATION AND RECREATION? 16 AND HE REPLIED, 'TO WATCH THOSE PLAYS WHICH CAN BE ACTED WITH PROPRIETY AND TO SET BEFORE ONE'S EYES SCENES TAKEN FROM LIFE AND ENACTED WITH DIGNITY AND DECENCY IS PROFITABLE AND APPROPRIATE. 17 FOR THERE IS SOME EDIFICATION TO BE FOUND EVEN IN THESE AMUSEMENTS, FOR OFTEN SOME DESIRABLE LESSON IS TAUGHT BY THE MOST INSIGNIFICANT AFFAIRS OF LIFE. BUT BY PRACTISING THE UTMOST PROPRIETY IN ALL YOUR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS, YOU HAVE SHOWN THAT YOU ARE A PHILOSOPHER AND YOU ARE HONOURED BY GOD ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR VIRTUE.' 18 THE KING, PLEASED WITH THE WORDS WHICH HAD JUST BEEN SPOKEN, SAID TO THE NINTH MAN, HOW OUGHT A MAN TO [SEXLESSLY] CONDUCT HIMSELF AT [SEXLESS] BANQUETS? 19 AND HE REPLIED, 'YOU SHOULD SUMMON TO YOUR SIDE MEN OF LEARNING AND THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO GIVE YOU USEFUL HINTS WITH REGARD TO THE AFFAIRS OF YOUR KINGDOM AND THE LIVES OF YOUR SUBJECTS (FOR YOU COULD NOT FIND ANY THEME MORE SUITABLE OR MORE EDUCATIVE THAN THIS) SINCE SUCH MEN ARE DEAR TO GOD BECAUSE THEY HAVE TRAINED THEIR MINDS TO CONTEMPLATE THE NOBLEST THEMES, AS YOU INDEED ARE DOING YOURSELF, SINCE ALL YOUR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS ARE DIRECTED BY GOD.' 20 DELIGHTED WITH THE REPLY, THE KING INQUIRED OF THE NEXT MAN, WHAT IS BEST FOR THE PEOPLE? THAT A PRIVATE CITIZEN SHOULD BE MADE KING OVER THEM OR A MEMBER OF THE ROYAL FAMILY? 21 AND HE REPLIED, 'HE WHO IS BEST BY [DIVINE] NATURE. FOR KINGS WHO COME OF ROYAL LINEAGE ARE OFTEN HARSH AND SEVERE TOWARDS THEIR SUBJECTS. AND STILL MORE IS THIS THE CASE WITH SOME OF THOSE WHO HAVE RISEN FROM THE RANKS OF PRIVATE CITIZENS, WHO AFTER HAVING EXPERIENCED EVIL AND BORNE THEIR SHARE OF POVERTY, WHEN THEY RULE OVER MULTITUDES TURN OUT TO BE MORE-CRUEL THAN THE GODLESS TYRANTS. 22 BUT, AS I HAVE SAID, A GOOD [DIVINE] NATURE WHICH HAS BEEN PROPERLY TRAINED IS CAPABLE OF RULING, AND YOU ARE A GREAT KING, NOT SO MUCH BECAUSE YOU EXCEL IN THE GLORY OF YOUR RULE AND YOUR WEALTH BUT RATHER BECAUSE YOU HAVE SURPASSED ALL MEN IN CLEMENCY AND PHILANTHROPY, THANKS TO GOD WHO HAS ENDOWED YOU WITH THESE QUALITIES.' 23 THE KING SPENT SOME TIME IN PRAISING THIS MAN AND THEN ASKED THE LAST OF ALL, WHAT IS THE GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT IN RULING AN EMPIRE? 24 AND HE REPLIED, 'THAT THE SUBJECTS SHOULD CONTINUALLY DWELL IN A STATE OF PEACE, AND THAT JUSTICE SHOULD BE SPEEDILY ADMINISTERED IN CASES OF DISPUTE.' 25 THESE RESULTS ARE ACHIEVED THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] INFLUENCE OF THE RULER, WHEN HE IS A MAN WHO HATES EVIL AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVES THE GOOD AND DEVOTES HIS ENERGIES TO SAVING THE LIVES OF MEN, JUST AS YOU CONSIDER INJUSTICE THE WORST FORM OF EVIL AND BY YOUR JUST ADMINISTRATION HAVE FASHIONED FOR YOURSELF AN UNDYING REPUTATION, SINCE GOD BESTOWS UPON YOU A MIND WHICH IS PURE AND UNTAINTED BY ANY EVIL.' 26 AND WHEN HE CEASED, LOUD AND JOYFUL APPLAUSE BROKE OUT FOR SOME CONSIDERABLE TIME. WHEN IT STOPPED THE KING TOOK A CUP AND GAVE A TOAST IN HONOUR OF ALL HIS GUESTS AND THE WORDS WHICH THEY HAD UTTERED. 27 THEN IN CONCLUSION HE SAID, I HAVE DERIVED THE GREATEST BENEFIT FROM YOUR PRESENCE. I HAVE PROFITED MUCH BY THE WISE CACHING WHICH YOU HAVE GIVEN ME IN REFERENCE TO THE ART OF RULING.' 28 THEN HE ORDERED THAT THREE TALENTS OF SILVER SHOULD BE PRESENTED TO EACH OF THEM, AND APPOINTED ONE OF HIS SLAVES TO DELIVER OVER THE MONEY. 29 ALL AT ONCE SHOUTED THEIR APPROVAL, AND THE BANQUET BECAME A SCENE OF JOY, WHILE THE KING GAVE HIMSELF UP TO A CONTINUOUS ROUND OF FESTIVITY.
 CHAPTER 11
FOR A COMMENT ON ANCIENT STENOGRAPHY, SEE VERSE 7. THE TRANSLATION IS SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL AND ACCEPTED AS READ, AND (VERSE 23) A RISING VOTE OF APPROVAL IS TAKEN AND UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.
1 I HAVE WRITTEN AT LENGTH AND MUST CRAVE YOUR PARDON, PHILOCRATES. 2 I WAS ASTONISHED BEYOND MEASURE AT THE MEN AND THE WAY IN WHICH ON THE SPUR OF THE MOMENT THEY GAVE ANSWERS WHICH REALLY NEEDED A LONG TIME TO DEVISE. 3 FOR THOUGH THE QUESTIONER HAD GIVEN GREAT [SEXLESS] THOUGHT TO EACH PARTICULAR QUESTION, THOSE WHO REPLIED ONE AFTER THE OTHER HAD THEIR ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS READY AT ONCE AND SO THEY SEEMED TO ME AND TO ALL WHO WERE PRESENT AND ESPECIALLY TO THE PHILOSOPHERS TO BE WORTHY OF ADMIRATION. 4 AND I SUPPOSE THAT THE THING WILL SEEM INCREDIBLE TO THOSE WHO WILL READ MY NARRATIVE IN THE FUTURE. 5 BUT IT IS UNSEEMLY TO MISREPRESENT FACTS WHICH ARE RECORDED IN THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES. 6 AND IT WOULD NOT BE RIGHT FOR ME TO TRANSGRESS IN SUCH A MATTER AS THIS. I TELL THE STORY JUST AS IT HAPPENED, CONSCIENTIOUSLY AVOIDING ANY [SEXUAL] ERROR. 7 I WAS SO IMPRESSED BY THE FORCE OF THEIR UTTERANCES, THAT I MADE AN EFFORT TO CONSULT THOSE WHOSE BUSINESS IT WAS TO MAKE A RECORD OF ALL THAT HAPPENED AT THE ROYAL AUDIENCES AND BANQUETS. 8 FOR IT IS THE CUSTOM, AS YOU KNOW, FROM THE MOMENT THE KING BEGINS TO TRANSACT BUSINESS UNTIL THE TIME WHEN HE RETIRES TO REST, FOR A RECORD TO BE TAKEN OF ALL HIS SAYINGS AND DOINGS, A MOST EXCELLENT AND USEFUL ARRANGEMENT. 9 FOR ON THE FOLLOWING DAY THE MINUTES OF THE DOINGS AND SAYINGS OF THE PREVIOUS DAY ARE READ OVER BEFORE BUSINESS COMMENCE, AND IF THERE HAS BEEN ANY IRREGULARITY, THE MATTER IS AT ONCE SET RIGHT. 10 I OBTAINED THEREFORE, AS HAS BEEN SAID, ACCURATE INFORMATION FROM THE PUBLIC RECORDS, AND I HAVE SET FORTH THE FACTS IN PROPER ORDER SINCE I KNOW HOW EAGER YOU ARE TO OBTAIN USEFUL INFORMATION. 11 THREE DAYS LATER DEMETRIUS TOOK THE MEN AND PASSING ALONG THE SEA-WALL, SEVEN STADIA LONG, TO THE ISLAND, CROSSED THE BRIDGE AND MADE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICTS OF PHAROS. 12 THERE HE ASSEMBLED THEM IN A HOUSE, WHICH HAD BEEN BUILT UPON THE SEA-SHORE, OF GREAT BEAUTY AND IN A SECLUDED SITUATION, AND INVITED THEM TO CARRY OUT THE WORK OF TRANSLATION, SINCE EVERYTHING THAT THEY NEEDED FOR THE [SEXLESS] PURPOSE WAS PLACED AT THEIR DISPOSAL. 13 SO THEY SET TO WORK COMPARING THEIR SEVERAL RESULTS AND MAKING THEM AGREE, AND WHATEVER THEY AGREED UPON WAS SUITABLY COPIED OUT UNDER THE DIRECTION OF DEMETRIUS. 14 AND THE SESSION LASTED UNTIL THE NINTH HOUR; AFTER THIS THEY WERE SET FREE TO MINISTER TO THEIR PHYSICAL NEEDS. 15 EVERYTHING THEY WANTED WAS FURNISHED FOR THEM ON A LAVISH SCALE. IN ADDITION TO THIS DOROTHEUS MADE THE SAME PREPARATIONS FOR THEM DAILY AS WERE MADE FOR THE KING HIMSELF, FOR THUS HE HAD BEEN COMMANDED BY THE KING. 16 IN THE EARLY MORNING THEY APPEARED DAILY AT THE COURT, AND AFTER SALUTING THE KING WENT BACK TO THEIR OWN PLACE. 17 AND AS IS THE CUSTOM OF ALL THE JEWS, THEY WASHED THEIR HANDS IN THE SEA AND PRAYED TO GOD AND THEN DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO READING AND TRANSLATING THE PARTICULAR PASSAGE UPON WHICH THEY WERE ENGAGED, AND I PUT THE QUESTION TO THEM, WHY IT WAS THAT THEY WASHED THEIR HANDS BEFORE THEY PRAYED? 18 AND THEY EXPLAINED THAT IT WAS A TOKEN THAT THEY HAD DONE NO EVIL (FOR EVERY FORM OF ACTIVITY IS WROUGHT BY MEANS OF THE HANDS) SINCE IN THEIR NOBLE AND HOLY WAY THEY REGARD EVERYTHING AS A SYMBOL OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUTH. 19 AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, THEY MET TOGETHER DAILY IN THE PLACE WHICH WAS DELIGHTFUL FOR ITS QUIET AND ITS BRIGHTNESS AND APPLIED THEMSELVES TO THEIR TASK. 20 AND IT SO CHANCED THAT THE WORK OF TRANSLATION WAS COMPLETED IN SEVENTY-TWO DAYS, JUST AS IF THIS HAD BEEN ARRANGED OF SET [SEXLESS] PURPOSE. 21 WHEN THE WORK WAS COMPLETED, DEMETRIUS COLLECTED TOGETHER THE JEWISH POPULATION IN THE PLACE WHERE THE TRANSLATION HAD BEEN MADE, AND READ IT OVER TO ALL, IN THE PRESENCE OF THE TRANSLATORS, WHO MET WITH A GREAT RECEPTION ALSO FROM THE PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF THE GREAT BENEFITS WHICH THEY HAD CONFERRED UPON THEM. 22 THEY BESTOWED WARM PRAISE UPON DEMETRIUS, TOO, AND URGED HIM TO HAVE THE WHOLE [SEXLESS] LAW TRANSCRIBED AND PRESENT A COPY TO THEIR LEADERS. 23 AFTER THE BOOKS HAD BEEN READ, THE PRIESTS AND THE ELDERS OF THE TRANSLATORS AND THE JEWISH COMMUNITY AND THE LEADERS OF THE PEOPLE STOOD UP AND SAID, THAT SINCE SO EXCELLENT AND SACRED AND ACCURATE A TRANSLATION HAD BEEN MADE, IT WAS ONLY RIGHT THAT IT SHOULD REMAIN AS IT WAS AND NO ALTERATION SHOULD BE MADE IN IT 24 AND WHEN THE WHOLE COMPANY EXPRESSED THEIR APPROVAL, THEY BADE THEM PRONOUNCE A CURSE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR CUSTOM UPON ANYONE WHO SHOULD MAKE ANY ALTERATION EITHER BY ADDING ANYTHING OR CHANGING IN ANY WAY WHATEVER ANY OF THE WORDS WHICH HAD BEEN WRITTEN OR MAKING ANY OMISSION. 25 THIS WAS A VERY WISE PRECAUTION TO ENSURE THAT THE BOOK MIGHT BE PRESERVED FOR ALL THE FUTURE TIME UNCHANGED. 26 WHEN THE MATTER WAS REPORTED TO THE KING, HE REJOICED GREATLY, FOR HE FELT THAT THE DESIGN WHICH HE HAD FORMED HAD BEEN SAFELY CARRIED OUT. 27 THE WHOLE BOOK WAS READ OVER TO HIM AND HE WAS GREATLY ASTONISHED AT THE SPIRIT OF THE [SEXLESS] LAWGIVER. 28 AND HE SAID TO DEMETRIUS, 'HOW IS IT THAT NONE OF THE HISTORIANS OR 'THE POETS HAVE EVER [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT IT WORTH THEIR WHILE TO ALLUDE TO SUCH A WONDERFUL ACHIEVEMENT?' 29 AND HE REPLIED, 'BECAUSE THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS SACRED AND OF DIVINE ORIGIN. AND SOME OF THOSE WHO FORMED THE [SEXUAL] INTENTION OF DEALING WITH IT HAVE BEEN SMITTEN BY GOD AND THEREFORE DESISTED FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] PURPOSE.' 30 HE SAID THAT HE HAD HEARD FROM THEOPOMPUS THAT HE HAD BEEN DRIVEN OUT OF HIS MIND FOR MORE THAN THIRTY DAYS BECAUSE HE INTENDED TO INSERT IN HIS HISTORY SOME OF THE INCIDENTS FROM THE EARLIER AND SOMEWHAT UNRELIABLE TRANSLATIONS OF THE [SEXUAL] LAW. 31 WHEN HE HAD RECOVERED A LITTLE, HE BESOUGHT GOD TO MAKE IT CLEAR TO HIM WHY THE MISFORTUNE HAD BEFALLEN HIM. 32 AND IT WAS REVEALED TO HIM IN A DREAM, THAT FROM IDLE CURIOSITY HE WAS WISHING TO COMMUNICATE SACRED TRUTHS TO COMMON MEN, AND THAT IF HE DESISTED, HE WOULD RECOVER HIS HEALTH. 33 I HAVE HEARD, TOO, FROM THE LIPS OF THEODEKTES, ONE OF THE TRAGIC POETS, THAT WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO ADAPT SOME OF THE INCIDENTS RECORDED IN THE BOOK FOR ONE OF HIS PLAYS, HE WAS AFFECTED WITH CATARACT IN BOTH HIS EYES. 34 AND WHEN HE PERCEIVED THE REASON WHY THE MISFORTUNE HAD BEFALLEN HIM, HE PRAYED TO GOD FOR MANY DAYS AND WAS AFTERWARDS RESTORED. 35 AND AFTER, THE KING, AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, HAD RECEIVED THE EXPLANATION OF DEMETRIUS ON THIS POINT, HE DID HOMAGE AND ORDERED THAT GREAT CARE SHOULD BE TAKEN OF THE BOOKS, AND THAT THEY SHOULD BE SACREDLY GUARDED. 36 AND HE URGED THE TRANSLATORS TO VISIT HIM FREQUENTLY AFTER THEIR RETURN TO JUDEA, FOR IT WAS ONLY RIGHT, HE SAID, THAT HE SHOULD NOW SEND THEM HOME. 37 BUT WHEN THEY CAME BACK, HE WOULD TREAT THEM AS FRIENDS, AS WAS RIGHT, AND THEY WOULD RECEIVE RICH PRESENTS FROM HIM. 38 HE ORDERED PREPARATIONS TO BE MADE FOR THEM TO RETURN HOME, AND TREATED THEM MOST MUNIFICENTLY. 39 HE PRESENTED EACH ONE OF THEM WITH THREE ROBES OF THE FINEST SORT, TWO TALENTS OF GOLD, A SIDEBOARD WEIGHING ONE TALENT, ALL THE FURNITURE FOR THREE COUCHES. 40 AND WITH THE ESCORT HE SENT ELEAZAR TEN COUCHES WITH SILVER LEGS AND ALL THE NECESSARY EQUIPMENT, A SIDEBOARD WORTH THIRTY TALENTS, TEN ROBES, PURPLE, AND A MAGNIFICENT CROWN, AND A HUNDRED PIECES OF THE FINEST WOVEN LINEN, ALSO BOWLS AND DISHES, AND TWO GOLDEN BEAKERS TO BE DEDICATED TO GOD. 41 HE URGED HIM ALSO IN A LETTER THAT IF ANY OF THE MEN PREFERRED TO COME BACK TO HIM, NOT TO HINDER THEM. 42 FOR HE COUNTED IT A GREAT PRIVILEGE TO ENJOY THE SOCIETY OF SUCH LEARNED MEN, AND HE WOULD RATHER LAVISH HIS WEALTH UPON THEM THAN UPON VANITIES. 43 AND NOW PHILOCRATES, YOU HAVE THE COMPLETE STORY IN ACCORDANCE WITH MY PROMISE. 44 I [SEXLESSLY] THINK THAT YOU FIND GREATER [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN THESE MATTERS THAN IN THE WRITINGS OF THE MYTHOLOGISTS. 45 FOR YOU ARE DEVOTED TO THE STUDY OF THOSE THINGS WHICH CAN BENEFIT THE SOUL, AND SPEND MUCH TIME UPON IT. I SHALL ATTEMPT TO NARRATE WHATEVER OTHER EVENTS ARE WORTH RECORDING, THAT BY PERUSING THEM YOU MAY SECURE THE HIGHEST REWARD FOR YOUR ZEAL.
THE 4TH BOOK OF MACCABEES 
AN OUTLINE OF PHILOSOPHY FROM ANCIENT TIMES CONCERNING INSPIRED REASON. CIVILIZATION HAS NEVER ACHIEVED HIGHER [SEXLESS] THOUGHT. A DISCUSSION OF "REPRESSIONS." VERSE 48 SUMS UP THE WHOLE PHILOSOPHY OF MANKIND.
1 PHILOSOPHICAL IN THE HIGHEST DEGREE IS THE QUESTION I PROPOSE TO DISCUSS, NAMELY WHETHER THE INSPIRED REASON IS SUPREME RULER OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS; AND TO THE PHILOSOPHY OF IT I WOULD SERIOUSLY ENTREAT YOUR EARNEST ATTENTION. 2 FOR NOT ONLY IS THE SUBJECT GENERALLY NECESSARY AS A BRANCH OF KNOWLEDGE, BUT IT INCLUDES THE PRAISE OF THE GREATEST OF VIRTUES, WHEREBY I MEAN SELF-CONTROL. 3 THAT IS TO SAY, IF REASON IS PROVED TO CONTROL THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS ADVERSE TO TEMPERANCE, GLUTTONY AND [SEXUAL] LUST, IT IS ALSO CLEARLY SHOWN TO BE LORD OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, LIKE MALEVOLENCE, OPPOSED TO JUSTICE, AND OVER THOSE OPPOSED TO MANLINESS, NAMELY RAGE AND PAIN AND FEAR. 4 BUT, SOME MAY ASK, IF THE REASON IS MASTER OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, WHY DOES IT NOT CONTROL FORGETFULNESS AND IGNORANCE? THEIR OBJECT BEING TO CAST RIDICULE. 5 THE ANSWER IS THAT REASON IS NOT MASTER OVER DEFECTS INHERING IN THE MIND ITSELF, BUT OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS OR MORAL DEFECTS THAT ARE ADVERSE, TO JUSTICE AND MANLINESS AND TEMPERANCE AND JUDGEMENT; AND ITS [SEXLESS] ACTION IN THEIR CASE IS NOT TO EXTIRPATE THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, BUT TO ENABLE US TO RESIST THEM SUCCESSFULLY. 6 I COULD BRING BEFORE YOU MANY EXAMPLES, DRAWN FROM VARIOUS SOURCES, WHERE REASON HAS PROVED ITSELF MASTER OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, BUT THE BEST INSTANCE BY FAR THAT I CAN GIVE IS THE NOBLE [SEXLESS] CONDUCT OF THOSE WHO DIED FOR THE SAKE OF VIRTUE, ELEAZAR, AND THE SEVEN BRETHREN AND THE MOTHER. 7 FOR THESE ALL BY THEIR CONTEMPT OF PAINS, YEA, EVEN UNTO DEATH, PROVED THAT REASON RISES SUPERIOR TO THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 8 I MIGHT ENLARGE HERE IN PRAISE OF THEIR VIRTUES, THEY, THE MEN WITH THE MOTHER, DYING ON THIS DAY WE CELEBRATE FOR THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF MORAL BEAUTY AND GOODNESS, BUT RATHER WOULD I FELICITATE THEM ON THE HONOURS THEY HAVE ATTAINED. 9 FOR THE ADMIRATION FELT FOR THEIR COURAGE AND ENDURANCE, NOT ONLY BY THE WORLD AT LARGE BUT BY THEIR VERY EXECUTIONERS, MADE THEM THE AUTHORS OF THE DOWNFALL OF THE TYRANNY UNDER WHICH OUR NATION LAY, THEY DEFEATING THE TYRANT BY THEIR ENDURANCE, SO THAT THROUGH THEM WAS THEIR COUNTRY PURIFIED. 10 BUT I SHALL PRESENTLY TAKE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THIS, AFTER WE HAVE BEGUN WITH THE GENERAL THEORY, AS I AM IN THE HABIT OF DOING, AND I WILL THEN PROCEED TO THEIR STORY, GIVING GLORY TO THE ALL-WISE GOD. 11 OUR ENQUIRY, THEN, IS WHETHER THE REASON IS SUPREME MASTER OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 12 BUT WE MUST DEFINE JUST WHAT THE REASON IS AND WHAT [SEXUAL] PASSION IS, AND HOW MANY FORMS OF [SEXUAL] PASSION THERE ARE, AND WHETHER THE REASON IS SUPREME OVER ALL OF THEM. 13 REASON I TAKE TO BE THE MIND PREFERRING WITH CLEAR DELIBERATION THE LIFE OF WISDOM. 14 WISDOM I TAKE TO BE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS, DIVINE AND HUMAN, AND OF THEIR CAUSES. 15 THIS I TAKE TO BE THE CULTURE ACQUIRED UNDER THE [SEXLESS] LAW, THROUGH WHICH WE LEARN WITH DUE REVERENCE THE THINGS OF GOD AND FOR OUR WORLDLY PROFIT THE THINGS OF MAN. 16 NOW WISDOM IS MANIFESTED UNDER THE FORMS OF JUDGEMENT AND JUSTICE, AND COURAGE, AND TEMPERANCE. 17 BUT JUDGEMENT OR SELF-CONTROL IS THE ONE THAT DOMINATES THEM ALL, FOR THROUGH IT, IN TRUTH, REASON ASSERTS ITS AUTHORITY OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 18 BUT OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS THERE ARE TWO COMPREHENSIVE SOURCES, NAMELY, [SEXUAL] PLEASURE AND PAIN, AND EITHER BELONGS ESSENTIALLY ALSO TO THE SOUL AS WELL AS TO THE BODY. 19 AND WITH RESPECT BOTH TO [SEXUAL] PLEASURE AND PAIN THERE ARE MANY CASES WHERE THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS HAVE CERTAIN SEQUENCES. 20 THUS WHILE [SEXUAL] DESIRE GOES BEFORE [SEXUAL] PLEASURE, SATISFACTION FOLLOWS AFTER, AND WHILE FEAR GOES BEFORE PAIN, AFTER PAIN COMES SORROW. 21 ANGER, AGAIN, IF A MAN WILL RETRACE THE COURSE OF HIS FEELINGS, IS A [SEXUAL] PASSION IN WHICH ARE BLENDED BOTH [SEXUAL] PLEASURE AND PAIN. 22 UNDER [SEXUAL] PLEASURE, ALSO, COMES THAT MORAL DEBASEMENT WHICH EXHIBITS THE WIDEST VARIETY OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 23 IT MANIFESTS ITSELF IN THE SOUL AS OSTENTATION, AND COVETOUSNESS, AND VAIN-GLORY, AND CONTENTIOUSNESS, AND BACKBITING, AND IN THE BODY AS EATING OF STRANGE MEAT, AND GLUTTONY, AND GORMANDIZING IN SECRET. 24 NOW [SEXUAL] PLEASURE AND PAIN BEING AS IT WERE TWO TREES, GROWING FROM BODY AND SOUL, MANY OFFSHOOTS OF THESE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS SPROUT UP; AND EACH MAN'S REASON AS MASTER-GARDENER, WEEDING AND PRUNING AND BINDING UP, AND TURNING ON THE WATER AND DIRECTING IT HITHER AND THITHER, BRINGS THE THICKET OF DISPOSITIONS AND [SEXUAL] PASSIONS UNDER DOMESTICATION. 25 FOR WHILE REASON IS THE GUIDE OF THE VIRTUES IT IS MASTER OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 26 OBSERVE, NOW, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THAT REASON BECOMES SUPREME OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS IN VIRTUE OF THE INHIBITORY [SEXLESS] ACTION OF TEMPERANCE. 27 TEMPERANCE, I TAKE IT, IS THE REPRESSION OF THE [SEXUAL] DESIRES; BUT OF THE [SEXUAL] DESIRES SOME ARE MENTAL AND SOME PHYSICAL, AND BOTH KINDS ARE CLEARLY CONTROLLED BY REASON; WHEN WE ARE TEMPTED TOWARDS FORBIDDEN MEATS, HOW DO WE COME TO RELINQUISH THE [SEXUAL] PLEASURES TO BE DERIVED FROM THEM? 28 IS IT NOT THAT REASON HAS POWER TO REPRESS THE APPETITES? IN MY OPINION IT IS SO. 29 ACCORDINGLY WHEN WE FEEL A [SEXUAL] DESIRE TO EAT WATER-ANIMALS AND BIRDS AND BEASTS AND MEATS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION FORBIDDEN TO US UNDER THE [SEXLESS] LAW, WE ABSTAIN THROUGH THE PREDOMINANCE OF REASON. 30 FOR THE PROPENSIONS OF OUR APPETITES ARE CHECKED AND INHIBITED BY THE TEMPERATE MIND, AND ALL THE MOVEMENTS OF THE BODY OBEY THE BRIDLE OF REASON. 31 AND WHAT IS THERE TO BE SURPRISED AT IF THE NATURAL [SEXUAL] DESIRE OF THE SOUL TO ENJOY THE FRUITION OF BEAUTY IS QUENCHED? 32 THIS, CERTAINLY, IS WHY WE PRAISE THE VIRTUOUS JOSEPH, BECAUSE BY HIS REASON, WITH A MENTAL EFFORT, HE CHECKED THE CARNAL [SEXUAL] IMPULSE. FOR HE, A YOUNG MAN AT THE AGE WHEN PHYSICAL [SEXUAL] DESIRE IS STRONG, BY HIS REASON QUENCHED THE [SEXUAL] IMPULSE OF HIS [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 33 AND REASON IS PROVED TO SUBDUE THE [SEXUAL] IMPULSE NOT ONLY OF SEXUAL DESIRE, BUT OF ALL SORTS OF COVETINGS. 34 FOR THE [SEXLESS] LAW SAYS, 'THOU SHALT NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOUR'S WIFE, NOR ANYTHING THAT IS THY NEIGHBOUR'S.' 35 VERILY, WHEN THE [SEXLESS] LAW ORDERS US NOT TO COVET, IT SHOULD, I [SEXLESSLY] THINK, CONFIRM STRONGLY THE [SEXLESS] ARGUMENT THAT THE REASON IS CAPABLE OF CONTROLLING COVETOUS [SEXUAL] DESIRES, EVEN AS IT DOES THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS THAT MILITATE AGAINST JUSTICE. 36 HOW ELSE, CAN A MAN, NATURALLY GORMANDIZING AND GREEDY AND DRUNKEN, BE TAUGHT TO CHANGE HIS [SEXUAL] NATURE, IF THE REASON BE NOT MANIFESTLY THE MASTER OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS? 37 CERTAINLY, AS SOON AS A MAN ORDERS HIS LIFE ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW, IF HE IS MISERLY, HE ACTS CONTRARY TO HIS [SEXUAL] NATURE, AND LENDS MONEY TO THE NEEDY WITHOUT INTEREST, AND AT THE SEVENTH-YEAR PERIODS CANCELS THE DEBT. 38 AND IF HE IS PARSIMONIOUS, HE IS OVERRULED BY THE [SEXLESS] LAW THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] ACTION OF REASON, AND REFRAINS FROM GLEANING HIS STUBBLES OR PICKING THE LAST GRAPES FROM HIS VINEYARDS. 39 AND WITH REGARD TO ALL THE REST WE CAN RECOGNIZE THAT REASON IS IN THE POSITION OF MASTER OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS OR [SEXUAL] AFFECTIONS. 40 FOR THE [SEXLESS] LAW RANKS ABOVE [SEXLESS] AFFECTION FOR PARENTS, SO THAT A MAN MAY NOT FOR THEIR SAKES SURRENDER HIS VIRTUE, AND IT OVERRIDES [DIVINE] LOVE FOR A WIFE, SO THAT IF SHE TRANSGRESS A MAN SHOULD REBUKE HER, AND IT GOVERNS [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR CHILDREN, SO THAT IF THEY ARE NAUGHTY A MAN SHOULD PUNISH THEM, AND IT CONTROLS THE CLAIMS OF FRIENDSHIP, SO THAT A MAN SHOULD REPROVE HIS FRIENDS IF THEY DO EVIL. 41 AND DO NOT [SEXUALLY] THINK IT A PARADOXICAL [ABSURD] THING WHEN REASON THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS ABLE TO OVERCOME EVEN [SEXUAL] HATRED, SO THAT A MAN REFRAINS FROM CUTTING DOWN THE ENEMY'S ORCHARDS, AND PROTECTS THE PROPERTY OF THE ENEMY FROM THE SPOILERS, AND GATHERS UP THEIR GOODS THAT HAVE BEEN SCATTERED. 42 AND THE RULE OF REASON IS LIKEWISE PROVED TO EXTEND THROUGH THE MORE AGGRESSIVE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS OR [SEXUAL] VICES [TABOOS], AMBITION, VANITY, OSTENTATION [VULGAR SHOW], PRIDE, AND BACKBITING. 43 FOR THE TEMPERATE MIND REPELS ALL THESE DEBASED [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, EVEN AS IT DOES ANGER, FOR IT CONQUERS EVEN THIS. 44 YEA, MOSES WHEN HE WAS ANGERED AGAINST DATHAN AND ABIRAM DID NOT GIVE FREE COURSE TO HIS WRATH, BUT GOVERNED HIS ANGER BY HIS REASON. 45 FOR THE TEMPERATE MIND IS ABLE, AS I SAID, TO WIN THE VICTORY OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, MODIFYING SOME, WHILE CRUSHING OTHERS ABSOLUTELY. 46 WHY ELSE DID OUR WISE FATHER JACOB BLAME THE HOUSES OF SIMEON AND LEVI FOR THEIR UNREASONING SLAUGHTER OF THE TRIBE OF THE SHECHEMITES, SAYING, 'ACCURSED BE THEIR ANGER!' 47 FOR HAD NOT REASON POSSESSED THE POWER TO RESTRAIN THEIR ANGER HE WOULD NOT HAVE SPOKEN THUS. 48 FOR IN THE DAY WHEN GOD CREATED MAN, HE IMPLANTED IN HIM HIS [SEXLESS] PASSIONS AND [SEXLESS] INCLINATIONS, AND ALSO, AT THE VERY SAME TIME, SET THE MIND ON A THRONE AMIDST THE SENSES TO BE HIS SACRED GUIDE IN ALL THINGS; AND TO THE MIND HE GAVE THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BY THE WHICH IF A MAN ORDER HIMSELF, HE SHALL REIGN OVER A KINGDOM THAT IS TEMPERATE, AND JUST, AND VIRTUOUS, AND BRAVE. 
CHAPTER 2
THE RULING OF [SEXUAL] DESIRE AND ANGER. THE STORY OF DAVID'S THIRST. STIRRING CHAPTERS OF ANCIENT HISTORY. SAVAGE ATTEMPTS TO MAKE THE JEWS EAT SWINE. INTERESTING REFERENCES TO AN ANCIENT BANK (VERSE 21.)
1 WELL THEN, SOMEONE MAY ASK, IF REASON IS MASTER OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS WHY IS IT NOT MASTER OF FORGETFULNESS AND IGNORANCE? 2 BUT THE ARGUMENT IS SUPREMELY RIDICULOUS. FOR REASON IS NOT SHOWN TO BE MASTER OVER [SEXUAL] PASSIONS OR DEFECTS IN ITSELF, BUT OVER THOSE OF THE BODY. 3 FOR EXAMPLE, NONE OF YOU IS ABLE TO EXTIRPATE OUR NATURAL [SEXUAL] DESIRE, BUT THE REASON CAN ENABLE HIM TO ESCAPE BEING MADE A SLAVE BY [SEXLESS] DESIRE. 4 NONE OF YOU IS ABLE TO EXTIRPATE ANGER FROM THE SOUL, BUT IT IS POSSIBLE FOR THE REASON TO COME TO HIS AID AGAINST ANGER. 5 NONE OF YOU CAN EXTIRPATE A MALEVOLENT DISPOSITION, BUT REASON CAN BE HIS POWERFUL ALLY AGAINST BEING SWAYED BY MALEVOLENCE. 6 REASON IS NOT THE EXTIRPATE OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, BUT THEIR ANTAGONIST. 7 THE CASE OF THE THIRST OF KING DAVID MAY SERVE AT LEAST TO MAKE THIS CLEARER. 8 FOR WHEN DAVID HAD FOUGHT THE LIVE-LONG DAY AGAINST THE PHILISTINES, AND BY THE HELP OF OUR COUNTRY'S WARRIORS HAD SLAIN MANY OF THEM, HE CAME AT EVENTIDE, ALL FORDONE WITH SWEAT AND TOIL, TO THE ROYAL TENT, AROUND WHICH WAS ENCAMPED THE WHOLE ARMY OF OUR ANCESTORS. 9 SO ALL THE HOST FELL TO THEIR EVENING MEAL; BUT THE KING, BEING CONSUMED WITH AN INTENSE THIRST, THOUGH HE HAD ABUNDANCE OF WATER, WAS UNABLE TO SLAKE IT. 10 INSTEAD, AN IRRATIONAL [SEXUAL] DESIRE FOR THE WATER THAT WAS IN THE POSSESSION OF THE ENEMY WITH GROWING INTENSITY BURNED HIM UP AND UNMANNED AND CONSUMED HIM. 11 THEN WHEN HIS BODY-GUARD MURMURED AGAINST THE CRAVING OF THE KING, TWO YOUTHS, MIGHTY WARRIORS, ASHAMED THAT THEIR KING SHOULD LACK HIS [SEXUAL] DESIRE, PUT ON ALL THEIR ARMOR, AND TOOK A WATER-VESSEL, AND SCALED THE ENEMY'S RAMPARTS; AND STEALING UNDETECTED PAST THE GUARDS AT THE GATE, THEY SEARCHED THROUGH ALL THE ENEMY'S CAMP. 12 AND THEY BRAVELY FOUND THE SPRING, AND DREW FROM IT A DRAUGHT FOR THE KING. 13 BUT DAVID, THOUGH STILL BURNING WITH THE THIRST, CONSIDERED THAT SUCH A DRAUGHT, RECKONED AS EQUIVALENT TO BLOOD, WAS A GRIEVOUS DANGER TO HIS SOUL. 14 THEREFORE, OPPOSING HIS REASON TO HIS [SEXUAL] DESIRE, HE POURED OUT THE WATER AS AN OFFERING TO GOD. 15 FOR THE TEMPERATE MIND IS ABLE TO CONQUER THE DICTATES OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, AND TO QUENCH THE FIRES OF [SEXUAL] DESIRE, AND TO WRESTLE VICTORIOUSLY WITH THE PANGS OF OUR BODIES THOUGH THEY BE EXCEEDING STRONG, AND BY THE MORAL BEAUTY AND GOODNESS OF REASON TO DEFY WITH SCORN ALL THE DOMINATION OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 16 AND NOW THE OCCASION CALLS US TO SET FORTH THE STORY OF THE SELF-CONTROLLED REASON. 17 AT A TIME WHEN OUR FATHERS ENJOYED GREAT PEACE THROUGH THE DUE OBSERVANCE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND WERE IN HAPPY CASE, SO THAT SELEUCUS NICANOR, THE KING OF ASIA, SANCTIONED THE TAX FOR THE TEMPLE-SERVICE, AND RECOGNIZED OUR POLITY, PRECISELY THEN, CERTAIN MEN, ACTING FACTIOUSLY AGAINST THE GENERAL CONCORD, INVOLVED US IN MANY AND VARIOUS CALAMITIES. 18 ONIAS, A MAN OF THE HIGHEST [SEXLESS] CHARACTER, BEING THEN HIGH PRIEST AND HAVING THE OFFICE FOR HIS LIFE, A CERTAIN SIMON RAISED A FACTION AGAINST HIM, BUT SINCE DESPITE EVERY KIND OF SLANDER HE FAILED TO INJURE HIM ON ACCOUNT OF THE PEOPLE, HE FLED ABROAD WITH [SEXUAL] INTENT TO BETRAY HIS COUNTRY. 19 SO HE CAME TO APOLLONIUS, THE GOVERNOR OF SYRIA AND PHOENICIA AND CILICIA, AND SAID, 'BEING LOYAL TO THE KING, I AM HERE TO INFORM YOU THAT IN THE TREASURIES OF JERUSALEM ARE STORED MANY THOUSANDS OF PRIVATE DEPOSITS, NOT BELONGING TO THE TEMPLE ACCOUNT, AND RIGHTFULLY THE PROPERTY OF KING SELEUCUS.' 20 APOLLONIUS HAVING MADE INQUIRY INTO THE DETAILS OF THE MATTER, PRAISED SIMON FOR HIS LOYAL SERVICE TO THE KING, AND HASTENING TO THE COURT OF SELEUCUS, DISCLOSED TO HIM THE VALUABLE TREASURE; THEN, AFTER RECEIVING AUTHORITY TO DEAL WITH THE MATTER, HE PROMPTLY MARCHED INTO OUR COUNTRY, ACCOMPANIED BY THE ACCURSED SIMON AND A VERY POWERFUL ARMY, AND ANNOUNCED THAT HE WAS THERE BY THE KING'S COMMAND TO TAKE POSSESSION OF THE PRIVATE DEPOSITS IN THE TREASURY. 21 OUR PEOPLE WERE DEEPLY ANGERED BY THIS ANNOUNCEMENT, AND PROTESTED STRONGLY, CONSIDERING IT, AN OUTRAGEOUS THING FOR THOSE WHO HAD ENTRUSTED THEIR DEPOSITS TO THE TEMPLE TREASURY TO BE ROBBED OF THEM, AND THEY THREW ALL POSSIBLE OBSTACLES IN HIS WAY. 22 APOLLONIUS, HOWEVER, WITH THREATS, MADE HIS WAY INTO THE TEMPLE. 23 THEN THE PRIESTS IN THE TEMPLE AND THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN BESOUGHT GOD TO COME TO THE RESCUE OF HIS HOLY PLACE THAT WAS BEING VIOLATED; AND WHEN APOLLONIUS WITH HIS ARMED HOST MARCHED IN TO SEIZE THE MONEYS, THERE APPEARED FROM HEAVEN ANGELS, RIDING UPON HORSES, WITH LIGHTNING FLASHING FROM THEIR ARMS, AND CAST GREAT FEAR AND TREMBLING UPON THEM. 24 AND APOLLONIUS FELL DOWN HALF-DEAD IN THE COURT OF THE GENTILES, AND STRETCHED OUT HIS HANDS TO HEAVEN, AND WITH TEARS HE ENTREATED THE HEBREWS THAT THEY WOULD MAKE INTERCESSION FOR HIM AND STAY THE WRATH OF THE HEAVENLY HOST. 25 FOR HE SAID THAT HE HAD [SEXUALLY] SINNED AND WAS WORTHY EVEN OF DEATH, AND THAT IF HE WERE GIVEN HIS LIFE, HE WOULD LAUD TO ALL MEN THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE HOLY PLACE. 26 MOVED BY THESE WORDS, ONIAS, THE HIGH-PRIEST, ALTHOUGH MOST SCRUPULOUS IN OTHER CASES, MADE INTERCESSION FOR HIM LEST KING SELEUCUS SHOULD POSSIBLY [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT APOLLONIUS HAD BEEN OVERTHROWN BY A HUMAN [SEXUAL] DEVICE AND NOT BY DIVINE [SEXLESS] JUSTICE. 27 APOLLONIUS, ACCORDINGLY, AFTER HIS ASTONISHING DELIVERANCE DEPARTED TO REPORT TO THE KING THE THINGS THAT HAD BEFALLEN HIM. 28 BUT SELEUCUS DYING, HIS SUCCESSOR ON THE THRONE WAS HIS SON ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, AN OVERWEENING TERRIBLE MAN; WHO DISMISSED ONIAS FROM HIS SACRED OFFICE, AND MADE HIS BROTHER JASON HIGH-PRIEST INSTEAD, THE CONDITION BEING THAT IN RETURN FOR THE APPOINTMENT JASON SHOULD PAY HIM THREE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY TALENTS YEARLY. 29 SO HE APPOINTED JASON HIGH-PRIEST AND MADE HIM CHIEF RULER OVER THE PEOPLE. 30 AND HE (JASON) INTRODUCED TO OUR PEOPLE A NEW WAY OF LIFE AND A NEW CONSTITUTION IN UTTER DEFIANCE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW; SO THAT NOT ONLY DID HE LAY OUT A GYMNASIUM ON THE MOUNT OF OUR FATHERS, BUT HE ACTUALLY ABOLISHED THE SERVICE OF THE TEMPLE. 31 WHEREFORE THE DIVINE JUSTICE WAS KINDLED TO ANGER AND BROUGHT ANTIOCHUS HIMSELF AS AN ENEMY AGAINST US. 32 FOR WHEN. BE WAS CARRYING ON WAR WITH PTOLEMY IN EGYPT AND HEARD THAT THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM HAD REJOICED EXCEEDINGLY OVER A REPORT OF HIS DEATH, HE IMMEDIATELY MARCHED BACK AGAINST THEM. 33 AND WHEN HE HAD PLUNDERED THE CITY, HE MADE A DECREE DENOUNCING THE PENALTY OF DEATH UPON ANY WHO SHOULD BE SEEN TO LIVE AFTER THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF OUR FATHERS. 34 BUT HE FOUND ALL HIS DECREES OF NO AVAIL TO BREAK DOWN THE CONSTANCY OF OUR PEOPLE TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND HE BEHELD ALL HIS THREATS AND PENALTIES UTTERLY DESPISED, SO THAT EVEN WOMEN FOR CIRCUMCISING THEIR SONS, THOUGH THEY KNEW BEFOREHAND WHAT WOULD BE THEIR FATE, WERE FLUNG, TOGETHER WITH THEIR OFFSPRING, HEADLONG FROM THE ROCKS. 35 WHEN THEREFORE HIS DECREES CONTINUED TO BE CONTEMNED BY THE MASS OF THE PEOPLE, HE PERSONALLY TRIED TO FORCE BY TORTURES EACH MAN SEPARATELY TO EAT UNCLEAN MEATS AND THUS ABJURE THE JEWISH RELIGION. 36 ACCORDINGLY, THE TYRANT ANTIOCHUS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNCILLORS, SAT IN JUDGEMENT ON A CERTAIN HIGH PLACE WITH HIS TROOPS DRAWN UP AROUND HIM IN FULL ARMOUR, AND HE ORDERED HIS GUARDS TO DRAG THERE EVERY SINGLE MAN OF THE HEBREWS AND COMPEL THEM TO EAT SWINE'S FLESH AND THINGS OFFERED TO IDOLS; BUT IF ANY SHOULD REFUSE TO DEFILE THEMSELVES WITH THE UNCLEAN THINGS, THEY WERE TO HE TORTURED AND PUT TO DEATH. 37 AND WHEN MANY HAD BEEN TAKEN BY FORCE, ONE MAN FIRST FROM AMONG THE COMPANY WAS BROUGHT BEFORE ANTIOCHUS, A HEBREW WHOSE NAME WAS ELEAZAR, A PRIEST BY BIRTH, TRAINED IN KNOWLEDGE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, A MAN ADVANCED IN YEARS AND WELL KNOWN TO MANY OF THE TYRANT'S COURT FOR HIS PHILOSOPHY. 38 AND ANTIOCHUS, LOOKING ON HIM, SAID: 'BEFORE I ALLOW THE TORTURES TO BEGIN FOR YOU, O VENERABLE MAN, I WOULD GIVE YOU THIS [SEXUAL] COUNSEL, THAT YOU SHOULD EAT OF THE FLESH OF THE SWINE AND SAVE YOUR LIFE; FOR I RESPECT YOUR AGE AND YOUR GREY HAIRS, ALTHOUGH TO HAVE WORN THEM SO LONG A TIME, AND STILL TO CLING TO THE JEWISH RELIGION, MAKES ME [SEXUALLY] THINK YOU NO PHILOSOPHER. 39 FOR MOST EXCELLENT IS THE MEAT OF THIS ANIMAL WHICH [DIVINE] NATURE HAS GRACIOUSLY BESTOWED UPON US, AND WHY SHOULD YOU ABOMINATE IT? TRULY IT IS FOLLY NOT TO ENJOY INNOCENT [SEXLESS] PLEASURES, AND IT IS WRONG TO REJECT [DIVINE] NATURE'S FAVOURS. 40 BUT IT WILL BE STILL GREATER FOLLY, I [SEXUALLY] THINK, ON YOUR PART IF WITH IDLE VAPOURING ABOUT TRUTH YOU SHALL PROCEED TO DEFY EVEN ME TO YOUR OWN PUNISHMENT. 41 WILL YOU NOT AWAKE FROM YOUR PREPOSTEROUS PHILOSOPHY? WILL YOU NOT FLING ASIDE THE NONSENSE [BULLSHIT] OF YOUR CALCULATIONS AND, ADOPTING ANOTHER FRAME OF MIND BEFITTING YOUR MATURE YEARS, LEARN THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY OF EXPEDIENCY, AND HOW TO MY CHARITABLE [SEXUAL] COUNSEL, AND HAVE PITY ON YOUR OWN VENERABLE AGE? 42 FOR CONSIDER THIS, TOO, THAT EVEN IF THERE BE SOME POWER WHOSE EYE IS UPON THIS RELIGION OF YOURS, HE WILL ALWAYS PARDON YOU FOR A TRANSGRESSION DONE UNDER COMPULSION.' 43 BUS URGED BY THE TYRANT TO THE UNLAWFUL EATING OF UNCLEAN MEAT, ELEAZAR ASKED PERMISSION TO SPEAK; AND RECEIVING IT, HE BEGAN HIS SPEECH BEFORE THE COURT AS FOLLOWS: 44 'WE, O ANTIOCHUS, HAVING ACCEPTED THE DIVINE [SEXLESS] LAW AS THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF OUR COUNTRY, DO NOT BELIEVE ANY STRONGER NECESSITY IS LAID UPON US THAN THAT OF OUR OBEDIENCE TO THE LAW. 45 THEREFORE WE DO SURELY DEEM IT RIGHT NOT IN ANY WAY WHATSOEVER TO TRANSGRESS THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 46 AND YET, WERE OUR [SEXLESS] LAW, AS YOU SUGGEST, NOT TRULY DIVINE, WHILE WE VAINLY BELIEVED IT TO BE DIVINE, NOT EVEN SO WOULD IT BE RIGHT FOR US TO DESTROY OUR REPUTATION FOR PIETY. 47 [SEXUALLY] THINK IT NOT, THEN, A SMALL [SEXUAL] SIN FOR US TO EAT THE UNCLEAN THING, FOR THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BE IT IN SMALL THINGS OR IN GREAT, IS EQUALLY HEINOUS; FOR IN EITHER CASE EQUALLY THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS DESPISED. 48 AND YOU SCOFF AT OUR PHILOSOPHY, AS IF UNDER IT WE WERE LIVING IN A MANNER CONTRARY TO REASON. 49 NOT SO, FOR THE [SEXLESS] LAW TEACHES US SELF-CONTROL, SO THAT WE ARE MASTERS OF ALL OUR [SEXUAL] PLEASURES AND [SEXUAL] DESIRES AND ARE THOROUGHLY TRAINED IN MANLINESS SO AS TO ENDURE ALL PAIN WITH READINESS; AND IT TEACHES JUSTICE, SO THAT WITH ALL OUR VARIOUS DISPOSITIONS WE ACT FAIRLY, AND IT TEACHES RIGHTEOUSNESS, SO THAT WITH DUE REVERENCE WE WORSHIP ONLY THE GOD WHO IS. 50 THEREFORE DO WE EAT NO UNCLEAN MEAT; FOR BELIEVING OUR [SEXLESS] LAW TO BE GIVEN BY GOD, WE KNOW ALSO THAT THE [TRUE] CREATOR OF THE WORLD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AS A [SEXLESS] LAWGIVER, FEELS FOR US ACCORDING TO OUR [DIVINE] NATURE. 51 HE HAS COMMANDED US TO EAT THE THINGS THAT WILL BE CONVENIENT FOR OUR SOULS, AND HE HAS FORBIDDEN US TO EAT MEATS THAT WOULD BE THE CONTRARY. 52 BUT IT IS THE ACT OF A TYRANT THAT YOU SHOULD COMPEL US NOT ONLY TO TRANSGRESS THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BUT SHOULD ALSO MAKE US EAT IN SUCH MANNER THAT YOU MAY MOCK AT' THIS DEFILEMENT SO UTTERLY ABOMINABLE TO US. 53 BUT YOU SHALL NOT MOCK AT ME THUS, NEITHER WILL I BREAK THE SACRED OATHS OF MY ANCESTORS TO KEEP THE [SEXLESS] LAW, NOT EVEN THOUGH YOU TEAR OUT MINE EYES AND BUM OUT MINE ENTRAILS. 54 I AM NOT SO UNMANNED BY OLD AGE BUT THAT WHEN RIGHTEOUSNESS IS AT STAKE THE STRENGTH OF YOUTH RETURNS TO MY REASON. 55 SO TWIST HARD YOUR RACKS AND BLOW YOUR FURNACE HOTTER. I DO NOT SO PITY MINE OLD AGE AS TO BREAK THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MY FATHERS IN MINE OWN PERSON. 56 I WILL NOT BELIE THEE, O [SEXLESS] LAW THAT WAST MY TEACHER; I WILL NOT DESERT THEE, O BELOVED SELF-CONTROL; I WILL NOT PUT THEE TO SHAME, O WISDOM-LOVING REASON, NOR WILL I DENY YE, O VENERATED PRIESTHOOD AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 57 NEITHER SHALT THOU SULLY THE PURE MOUTH OF MINE OLD AGE AND MY LIFELONG CONSTANCY TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW. CLEAN SHALL MY FATHERS RECEIVE ME, UNAFRAID OF THY TORMENTS EVEN TO THE DEATH. 58 FOR THOU INDEED MAYEST BE TYRANT OVER UNRIGHTEOUS MEN, BUT THOU SHALT NOT LORD IT OVER MY [SEXLESS] RESOLUTION IN THE MATTER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS EITHER BY THY [SEXLESS] WORDS OR THROUGH THY [SEXLESS] DEEDS.' 
CHAPTER 3
ELEAZAR, THE GENTLE SPIRITED OLD MAN, SHOWS SUCH FORTITUDE THAT EVEN AS WE READ THESE WORDS 2000 YEARS LATER, THEY SEEM LIKE AN INEXTINGUISHABLE FIRE.
1 BUT WHEN ELEAZAR REPLIED THUS ELOQUENTLY TO THE EXHORTATIONS OF THE TYRANTS, THE GUARDS AROUND HIM DRAGGED HIM ROUGHLY TO THE TORTURING PLACE. 2 AND FIRST THEY UNCLOTHED THE OLD MAN, WHO WAS ADORNED WITH THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS. 3 THEN BINDING HIS ARMS ON EITHER SIDE THEY SCOURGED HIM, A HERALD STANDING AND SHOUTING OUT OVER AGAINST HIM, 'OBEY THE ORDERS OF THE KING!' 4 BUT THE GREAT-SOULED AND NOBLE MAN, AN ELEAZAR IN VERY TRUTH, WAS NO MORE MOVED IN HIS MIND THAN IF HE WERE BEING TORMENTED IN A DREAM; YEA, THE OLD MAN KEEPING HIS EYES STEADFASTLY RAISED TO HEAVEN SUFFERED HIS FLESH TO BE TOM BY THE SCOURGES TILL HE WAS BATHED IN BLOOD AND HIS SIDES BECAME A MASS OF WOUNDS; AND EVEN WHEN HE FELL TO THE GROUND BECAUSE HIS BODY COULD NO LONGER SUPPORT THE PAIN HE STILL KEPT HIS REASON ERECT AND INFLEXIBLE. 5 WITH HIS FOOT THEN ONE OF THE CRUET GUARDS AS HE FELL KICKED HIM SAVAGELY IN THE SIDE TO MAKE HIM GET UP. 6 BUT HE ENDURED THE ANGUISH, AND DESPISED THE COMPULSION, AND BORE UP UNDER THE TORMENTS, AND LIKE A BRAVE ATHLETE TAKING PUNISHMENT, THE OLD MAN OUTWORE HIS TORMENTORS. 7 THE SWEAT STOOD ON HIS BROW, AND HE DREW HIS BREATH IN HARD GASPS, TILL HIS NOBILITY OF SOUL EXTORTED THE ADMIRATION OF HIS TORMENTORS THEMSELVES. 8 HEREUPON, PARTLY IN PITY FOR HIS OLD AGE, PARTLY IN SYMPATHY FOR THEIR FRIEND, PARTLY IN ADMIRATION OF HIS COURAGE, SOME OF THE COURTIERS OF THE KING WENT TIP TO HIM AND SAID: 9 'WHY, O ELEAZAR, DOST THOU MADLY DESTROY THYSELF IN THIS MISERY? WE WILL BRING TO THEE OF THE SEETHED MEATS, BUT DO THOU FEIGN ONLY TO PARTAKE OF THE SWINE'S FLESH, AND SO SAVE THYSELF.' 10 AND ELEAZAR, AS IF THEIR [SEXUAL] COUNSEL DID BUT ADD TO HIS TORTURES, CRIED LOUDLY: 'NO. MAY WE SONS OF ABRAHAM NEVER HAVE SO EVIL A [SEXUAL] THOUGHT AS WITH FAINT HEART TO COUNTERFEIT A PART UNSEEMLY TO US. 11 CONTRARY TO [SEXLESS] REASON, INDEED, WERE IT FOR US, AFTER LIVING UNTO THE TRUTH TILL OLD AGE, AND GUARDING IN [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL GUISE THE REPUTE OF SO LIVING, NOW TO CHANGE AND BECOME IN OUR OWN PERSONS A PATTERN TO THE YOUNG OF IMPIETY, TO THE END THAT WE SHOULD ENCOURAGE THEM TO EAT UNCLEAN MEAT. 12 SHAME WERE IT IF WE SHOULD LIVE ON A LITTLE LONGER, DURING THAT LITTLE BEING MOCKED OF ALL MEN FOR COWARDICE, AND WHILE DESPISED BY THE TYRANT AS UNMANLY SHOULD FAIL TO DEFEND THE DIVINE [SEXLESS] LAW UNTO THE DEATH. 13 THEREFORE, O SONS OF ABRAHAM, DO YE DIE NOBLY FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE; BUT AS FOR YOU, O MINIONS OF THE TYRANT, WHY PAUSE YE IN YOUR WORK?' 14 SO THEY, SEEING HIM THUS TRIUMPHANT OVER THE TORTURES AND UNMOVED EVEN BY THE PITY OF HIS EXECUTIONERS, DRAGGED HIM TO THE FIRE. 15 THERE THEY CAST HIM ON IT, BURNING HIM WITH CRUELLY [SEXUAL] CUNNING [SEXUAL] DEVICES, AND THEY POURED BROTH OF EVIL ODOR INTO HIS NOSTRILS. 16 BUT WHEN THE FIRE ALREADY REACHED TO HIS BONES AND HE WAS ABOUT TO GIVE UP THE GHOST, HE LIFTED UP HIS EYES TO GOD AND SAID: 17 'THOU, O GOD, KNOWEST THAT THOUGH I MIGHT SAVE MYSELF I AM DYING BY FIERY TORMENTS FOR THY [SEXLESS] LAW. BE MERCIFUL UNTO THY PEOPLE, AND LET OUR PUNISHMENT BE A SATISFACTION IN THEIR BEHALF. MAKE MY BLOOD THEIR PURIFICATION, AND TAKE MY SOUL TO RANSOM THEIR SOULS, 18 AND WITH THESE [SEXLESS] WORDS THE HOLY MAN NOBLY YIELDED UP HIS SPIRIT UNDER THE TORTURE I AND FOR THE SAKE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW HELD OUT BY HIS REASON EVEN AGAINST THE TORMENTS UNTO DEATH. 19 BEYOND QUESTION, THEN, THE INSPIRED REASON IS MASTER OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS; FOR IF HIS [SEXLESS] PASSIONS OR SUFFERINGS HAD PREVAILED OVER HIS REASON, WE SHOULD HAVE CREDITED THEM WITH THIS EVIDENCE OF THEIR SUPERIOR POWER. 20 BUT NOW HIS REASON HAVING CONQUERED HIS [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, WE PROPERLY ATTRIBUTE TO IT THE POWER OF COMMANDING THEM. 21 AND IT IS RIGHT THAT WE SHOULD ADMIT THAT THE MASTERY LIES WITH REASON, IN CASES AT LEAST WHERE IT CONQUERS PAINS THAT COME FROM OUTSIDE OURSELVES; FOR IT WERE RIDICULOUS TO DENY IT. 22 AND MY PROOF COVERS NOT ONLY THE SUPERIORITY OF REASON TO PAINS, BUT ITS SUPERIORITY TO [SEXUAL] PLEASURES ALSO; NEITHER DOES IT SURRENDER TO THEM.
CHAPTER 4
THIS SO CALLED "AGE OF REASON" MAY IN THIS CHAPTER READ THAT THE PHILOSOPHY OF REASON IS 2000 YEARS OLD. THE STORY OF SEVEN SONS AND THEIR MOTHER.
1 FOR THE REASON OF OUR FATHER ELEAZAR, LIKE A FINE STEERSMAN STEERING THE SHIP OF SANCTITY ON THE SEA OF THE [SEXLESS] PASSIONS, THOUGH BUFFETED BY THE THREATS OF THE TYRANT AND SWEPT BY THE SWELLING WAVES OF THE TORTURES, NEVER SHIFTED FOR ONE MOMENT THE HELM OF SANCTITY UNTIL HE SAILED INTO THE HAVEN OF VICTORY OVER DEATH. 2 NO CITY BESIEGED WITH MANY AND [SEXUAL] CUNNING [WAR] ENGINES EVER DEFENDED ITSELF SO WELL AS DID THAT HOLY MAN WHEN HIS SACRED SOUL WAS ATTACKED WITH SCOURGE AND RACK AND FLAME, AND HE MOVED THEM WHO WERE LAYING SIEGE TO HIS SOUL THROUGH HIS REASON THAT WAS THE SHIELD OF SANCTITY. 3 FOR OUR FATHER ELEAZAR, SETTING HIS MIND FILM AS A BEETLING SEA-CLIFF, BROKE THE MAD ONSET OF THE SURGES OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 4 O PRIEST WORTHY OF THY PRIESTHOOD, THOU DIDST NOT DEFILE THY HOLY TEETH, NOR DIDST THOU BEFOUL WITH UNCLEAN MEAT THY BELLY THAT HAD ROOM ONLY FOR PIETY AND PURITY. 5 O CONFESSOR OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND PHILOSOPHER OF THE DIVINE LIFE! SUCH SHOULD THOSE BE WHOSE OFFICE IS TO SERVE THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND DEFEND IT WITH THEIR OWN BLOOD AND HONOURABLE SWEAT IN THE FACE OF SUFFERINGS TO THE DEATH. 6 THOU, O FATHER [STEPHEN], DIDST FORTIFY OUR FIDELITY TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW THROUGH THY STEADFASTNESS UNTO GLORY; AND HAVING SPOKEN IN HONOUR OF HOLINESS THOU DIDST NOT BELIE THY SPEECH, AND DIDST CONFIRM THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF DIVINE PHILOSOPHY BY THY [SEXLESS] DEEDS, O AGED MAN THAT WAST MORE FORCEFUL THAN THE TORTURES. 7 O REVEREND ELDER THAT WAST TENSER-STRUNG THAN THE FLAME, THOU GREAT KING OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, ELEAZAR. 8 FOR AS OUR FATHER AARON, ARMED WITH THE CENSER, RAN THROUGH THE MASSED CONGREGATION AGAINST THE FIERY ANGEL AND OVERCAME HIM, SO THE SON OF AARON, ELEAZAR, BEING CONSUMED BY THE MELTING HEAT OF THE FIRE, REMAINED UNSHAKEN IN HIS REASON. 9 AND YET MOST WONDERFUL OF ALL, HE, BEING AN OLD MAN, WITH THE SINEWS OF HIS BODY UNSTRUNG AND HIS MUSCLES RELAXED AND HIS NERVES WEAKENED, GREW A YOUNG MAN AGAIN IN THE SPIRIT OF HIS REASON AND WITH ISAAC-LIKE REASON TURNED THE HYDRA-HEADED TORTURE TO IMPOTENCE. 10 O BLESSED AGE, O REVEREND GREY HEAD, O LIFE FAITHFUL TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND PERFECTED BY THE SEAL OF DEATH! 11 ASSUREDLY, THEN, IF AN OLD MAN DESPISED THE TORMENTS UNTO DEATH FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE IT MUST BE ADMITTED THAT THE INSPIRED REASON IS ABLE TO GUIDE THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 12 BUT SOME PERHAPS MAY ANSWER THAT NOT ALL MEN ARE MASTERS OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS BECAUSE NOT ALL MEN HAVE THEIR REASON ENLIGHTENED. 13 BUT AS MANY AS WITH THEIR WHOLE HEART MAKE RIGHTEOUSNESS THEIR FIRST [SEXLESS] THOUGHT, THESE ALONE ARE ABLE TO MASTER THE WEAKNESS OF THE FLESH, BELIEVING THAT UNTO GOD THEY DIE NOT, AS OUR PATRIARCHS, ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB, DIED NOT, BUT THAT THEY LIVE UNTO GOD. 14 THEREFORE THERE IS-NOTHING CONTRADICTORY IN CERTAIN PERSONS APPEARING TO BE SLAVES TO [SEXUAL] PASSION IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE WEAKNESS OF THEIR REASON. 15 FOR WHO IS THERE THAT BEING A PHILOSOPHER FOLLOWING RIGHTEOUSLY THE WHOLE RULE OF PHILOSOPHY, AND HAVING PUT HIS TRUST IN GOD, AND KNOWING THAT IT IS A BLESSED THING TO ENDURE ALL HARDNESS FOR THE SAKE OF VIRTUE, WOULD NOT CONQUER HIS [SEXUAL] PASSIONS FOR THE SAKE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS? 16 FOR THE WISE AND SELF-CONTROLLED MAN ALONE IS THE BRAVE RULER OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 17 YEA, BY THIS MEANS EVEN YOUNG BOYS, BEING PHILOSOPHERS BY VIRTUE OF THE REASON WHICH IS ACCORDING TO RIGHTEOUSNESS, HAVE TRIUMPHED OVER YET MORE GRIEVOUS TORTURES. 18 FOR WHEN THE TYRANT FOUND HIMSELF NOTABLY DEFEATED IN HIS FIRST ATTEMPT, AND IMPOTENT TO COMPEL AN OLD MAN TO EAT UNCLEAN MEAT, THEN TRULY IN VIOLENT RAGE HE ORDERED THE GUARDS TO BRING OTHERS OF THE YOUNG MEN OF THE HEBREWS, AND IF THEY WOULD EAT UNCLEAN MEAT TO RELEASE THEM AFTER EATING IT, BUT IF THEY REFUSED, TO TORTURE THEM YET MORE SAVAGELY. 19 AND UNDER THESE ORDERS OF THE TYRANT SEVEN BRETHREN TOGETHER WITH THEIR AGED MOTHER WERE BROUGHT PRISONERS BEFORE HIM, ALL HANDSOME, AND MODEST, AND WELL-BORN, AND GENERALLY ATTRACTIVE. 20 AND WHEN THE TYRANT SAW THEM THERE, STANDING AS IF THEY WERE A FESTAL CHOIR WITH THEIR MOTHER IN THE MIDST, HE TOOK NOTICE OF THEM, AND STRUCK BY THEIR NOBLE AND DISTINGUISHED BEARING HE SMILED AT THEM, AND CALLING THEM NEARER SAID: 21 'O YOUNG MEN, I WISH WELL TO EACH ONE OF YOU, AND ADMIRE YOUR BEAUTY, AND HONOUR HIGHLY SO LARGE A BAND OF BROTHERS; SO NOT ONLY DO I ADVISE YOU NOT TO PERSIST IN THE MADNESS OF THAT OLD MAN WHO HAS ALREADY SUFFERED, BUT I EVEN ENTREAT OF YOU TO YIELD TO ME AND BECOME PARTAKERS IN MY FRIENDSHIP. 22 FOR, AS I AM ABLE TO PUNISH THOSE WHO DISOBEY MY ORDERS, SO AM I ABLE TO ADVANCE THOSE WHO DO OBEY ME. 23 BE ASSURED THEN THAT YOU SHALL BE GIVEN POSITIONS OF IMPORTANCE AND AUTHORITY IN MY SERVICE IF YOU WILL REJECT THE ANCESTRAL [SEXLESS] LAW OF YOUR [POLITICAL] POLITY. 24 SHARE IN THE HELLENIC LIFE, AND WALK IN A NEW WAY, AND TAKE SOME [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN YOUR YOUTH; FOR IF YOU DRIVE ME TO ANGER WITH YOUR DISOBEDIENCE YOU WILL COMPEL ME TO RESORT TO TERRIBLE PENALTIES AND PUT EVERY SINGLE ONE OF YOU TO DEATH BY TORTURE. 25 HAVE PITY THEN ON YOURSELVES, WHOM EVEN I, YOUR OPPONENT, PITY FOR YOUR YOUTH AND YOUR BEAUTY. 26 WILL YOU NOT CONSIDER WITH YOURSELVES THIS THING, THAT IF YOU DISOBEY ME THERE IS NOTHING BEFORE YOU BUT DEATH IN TORMENTS?' 27 WITH THESE WORDS HE ORDERED THE INSTRUMENTS OF TORTURE TO BE BROUGHT FORWARD IN ORDER TO PERSUADE THEM BY FEAR TO EAT UNCLEAN MEAT. 28 BUT WHEN THE GUARDS HAD PRODUCED WHEELS, AND JOINT-DISLOCATORS, AND RACKS, AND BONE-CRUSHERS, AND CATAPULTS, AND CAULDRONS, AND BRAZIERS, AND THUMB-SCREWS, AND IRON CLAWS, AND WEDGES, AND BRANDING IRONS, THE TYRANT SPOKE AGAIN AND SAID: 29 'YOU HAD BETTER FEEL FEAR, MY LADS, AND THE JUSTICE YOU WORSHIP WILL PARDON YOUR UNWILLING TRANSGRESSION.' 30 BUT THEY, HEARING HIS PERSUASIONS, AND SEEING HIS DREADFUL ENGINES, NOT ONLY SHOWED NO FEAR BUT ACTUALLY ARRAYED THEIR PHILOSOPHY IN OPPOSITION TO THE TYRANT, AND BY THEIR RIGHT REASON DID ABASE HIS TYRANNY. 31 AND YET CONSIDER; SUPPOSING SOME AMONGST THEM TO HAVE BEEN FAINT-HEARTED AND COWARDLY, WHAT SORT OF LANGUAGE WOULD THEY HAVE USED? WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN TO THIS EFFECT? 32 'ALAS! MISERABLE CREATURES THAT WE ARE AND FOOLISH ABOVE MEASURE! WHEN THE KING INVITES US AND APPEALS TO US ON TERMS OF KIND TREATMENT SHALL WE NOT OBEY HIM? 33 WHY DO WE ENCOURAGE OURSELVES WITH VAIN [SEXUAL] DESIRES AND DARE A DISOBEDIENCE THAT IS TO COST US OUR LIVES? SHALL WE NOT, O MEN MY BROTHERS, FEAR THE DREAD INSTRUMENTS AND WEIGH WELL HIS THREATS OF THE TORTURES, AND ABANDON THESE EMPTY VAUNTS AND THIS FATAL BRAGGING? 34 LET US TAKE PITY ON OUR OWN YOUTH AND HAVE COMPASSION ON OUR MOTHER'S AGE; AND LET US LAY TO HEART THAT IF WE DISOBEY, WE SHALL DIE. 35 AND EVEN THE DIVINE JUSTICE WILL HAVE MERCY ON US, IF COMPELLED BY NECESSITY WE YIELD TO THE KING IN FEAR. WHY SHOULD WE CAST AWAY FROM US THIS DEAR LIFE AND ROB OURSELVES OF THIS SWEET WORLD? 36 LET US NOT STRIVE AGAINST NECESSITY NOR WITH VAIN CONFIDENCE INVITE OUR TORTURE. 37 EVEN THE [SEXLESS] LAW ITSELF DOES NOT WILLINGLY CONDEMN US TO DEATH, WE BEING IN TERROR OF THE INSTRUMENTS OF TORTURE. 38 WHY DOES SUCH CONTENTIOUSNESS INFLAME US AND A FATAL OBSTINACY FIND FAVOUR WITH US, WHEN WE MIGHT HAVE A PEACEFUL LIFE BY OBEYING THE KING?' 39 BUT NO SUCH WORDS ESCAPED THESE YOUNG MEN AT THE PROSPECT OF THE TORTURE, NOR DID SUCH [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS ENTER INTO THEIR MINDS. 40 FOR THEY WERE DESPISERS OF THE [SEXLESS] PASSIONS AND MASTERS OVER PAIN. 
CHAPTER 5
A CHAPTER OF HORROR AND TORTURE REVEALING ANCIENT TYRANNY AT ITS UTMOST SAVAGERY. VERSE 26 IS PROFOUND TRUTH.
1 AND THUS NO SOONER DID THE TYRANT CONCLUDE HIS URGING OF THEM TO EAT UNCLEAN MEAT THAN ALL WITH ONE VOICE TOGETHER, AND AS WITH ONE SOUL, SAID TO HIM: 2 'WHY DOST THOU DELAY, O TYRANT? WE ARE READY TO DIE RATHER THAN TRANSGRESS THE COMMANDMENTS OF OUR FATHERS. 3 FOR WE SHOULD BE PUTTING OUR ANCESTORS ALSO TO SHAME, IF WE DID NOT WALK IN OBEDIENCE TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND TAKE MOSES AS OUR [SEXLESS] COUNSELLOR. 4 O TYRANT THAT [SEXUALLY] COUNSELLEST US TO TRANSGRESS THE [SEXLESS] LAW, DO NOT, HATING US, PITY US BEYOND OURSELVES. 5 FOR WE ESTEEM THY MERCY, GIVING US OUR LIFE IN RETURN FOR A BREACH OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, A THING HARDER TO BEAR THAN DEATH ITSELF. 6 THOU WOULDST TERRIFY US WITH THY THREATS OF DEATH UNDER TORTURE, AS IF A LITTLE WHILE AGO THOU HADST LEARNED NOTHING FROM ELEAZAR. 7 BUT IF THE OLD MEN OF THE HEBREWS ENDURED THE TORTURES FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, YEA, UNTIL THEY DIED, MORE BEFITTINGLY WILL WE YOUNG MEN DIE DESPISING THE TORMENTS OF THY COMPULSION, OVER WHICH HE OUR AGED TEACHER ALSO TRIUMPHED. 8 MAKE TRIAL THEREFORE, O TYRANT. AND IF THOU TAKEST OUR LIVES FOR THE SAKE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, [SEXUALLY] THINK NOT THAT THOU HURTEST US WITH THY TORTURES. 9 FOR WE THROUGH THIS OUR EVIL ENTREATMENT AND OUR ENDURANCE OF IT SHALL WIN THE PRIZE OF VIRTUE; BUT THOU FOR OUR CRUEL MURDER SHALT SUFFER AT THE HANDS OF DIVINE JUSTICE SUFFICIENT TORMENT BY FIRE FOR EVER.' 10 THESE WORDS OF THE YOUTHS REDOUBLED THE WRATH OF THE TYRANT, NOT AT THEIR DISOBEDIENCE ONLY BUT AT WHAT HE CONSIDERED THEIR INGRATITUDE. 11 SO BY HIS ORDERS THE SCOURGERS BROUGHT FORWARD THE ELDEST OF THEM AND STRIPPED HIM OF HIS GARMENT AND BOUND HIS HANDS AND ARMS ON EITHER SIDE WITH THONGS. 12 BUT WHEN THEY HAD SCOURGED HIM, TILL THEY WERE WEARY, AND GAINED NOTHING THEREBY, THEY CAST HIM UPON THE WHEEL. 13 AND ON IT THE NOBLE YOUTH WAS RACKED TILL HIS BONES WERE OUT OF JOINT. AND AS JOINT AFTER JOINT GAVE WAY, HE DENOUNCED THE TYRANT IN THESE WORDS: 14 'O THOU MOST ABOMINABLE TYRANT, THOU ENEMY OF THE JUSTICE OF HEAVEN AND BLOODY-MINDED, THOU DOST TORMENT ME IN THIS FASHION NOT FOR MANSLAYING NOR FOR IMPIETY BUT FOR DEFENDING THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD.' 15 AND WHEN THE GUARDS SAID TO HIM, 'CONSENT TO EAT, THAT SO YOU MAY BE RELEASED FROM YOUR TORTURES,' HE SAID TO THEM, 'YOUR METHOD, O MISERABLE MINIONS, IS NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO LEAD CAPTIVE MY REASON. CUT OFF MY LIMBS, AND BURN MY FLESH, AND TWIST MY JOINTS; THROUGH ALL THE TORMENTS I WILL SHOW YOU THAT IN BEHALF OF VIRTUE THE SONS OF THE HEBREWS ALONE ARE UNCONQUERABLE.' 16 AS HE THUS SPAKE THEY SET HOT COALS UPON HIM BESIDES, AND INTENSIFYING THE TORTURE STRAINED HIM YET TIGHTER ON THE WHEEL. 17 AND ALL THE WHEEL WAS BESMEARED WITH HIS BLOOD, AND THE HEAPED COALS WERE QUENCHED BY THE HUMOURS OF HIS BODY DROPPING DOWN, AND THE RENT FLESH RAN [A] ROUND THE AXLES OF THE MACHINE. 18 AND WITH HIS BODILY FRAME ALREADY IN DISSOLUTION THIS GREAT-SOULED YOUTH, LIKE A TRUE SON OF ABRAHAM, GROANED NOT AT ALL; BUT AS IF HE WERE SUFFERING A CHANGE BY FIRE TO [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION, HE NOBLY ENDURED THE TORMENT, SAYING: 19 'FOLLOW MY EXAMPLE, O BROTHERS. DO NOT FOR EVER DESERT ME, AND FORSWEAR NOT OUR BROTHERHOOD IN NOBILITY OF SOUL. 20 WAR A HOLY AND HONOURABLE WARFARE ON BEHALF OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THROUGH WHICH MAY THE JUST PROVIDENCE THAT WATCHED OVER OUR FATHERS BECOME MERCIFUL UNTO HIS PEOPLE AND TAKE VENGEANCE ON THE ACCURSED TYRANT.' 21 AND WITH THESE [SEXLESS] WORDS THE HOLY YOUTH YIELDED UP THE GHOST. 22 BUT WHILE ALL WERE WONDERING AT HIS CONSTANCY OF SOUL, THE GUARDS BROUGHT FORWARD THE SECOND IN AGE OF THE. SONS, AND GRAPPLING HIM WITH SHARP-CLAWED HANDS OF IRON THEY FASTENED HIM TO THE ENGINES AND THE CATAPULT. 23 BUT WHEN THEY HEARD HIS NOBLE RESOLVE IN ANSWER TO THEIR QUESTION, 'WOULD HE EAT RATHER THAN HE TORTURED?' THESE PANTHER-LIKE BEASTS TORE AT HIS SINEWS WITH CLAWS OF IRON, AND RENT AWAY ALL THE FLESH FROM HIS CHEEKS, AND TORE OFF THE SKIN FROM HIS HEAD. 24 BUT HE STEADFASTLY ENDURING THIS AGONY SAID, 'HOW SWEET IS EVERY FORM OF DEATH FOR THE SAKE OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF OUR FATHERS!' 25 AND TO THE TYRANT HE SAID, 'O MOST RUTHLESS OF TYRANTS, DOTH NOT, IT SEEM, TO THEE, THAT AT THIS MOMENT THOU THYSELF SUFFEREST TORTURES WORSE THAN MINE IN SEEING THY TYRANNY'S [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT [SEXUAL] INTENTION OVERCOME BY MY ENDURANCE FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE? 26 FOR I AM SUPPORTED UNDER PAIN BY THE JOYS THAT COME THROUGH VIRTUE, WHEREAS THOU ART IN TORMENT WHILST GLORYING IN THY IMPIETY; NEITHER SHALT THOU ESCAPE, O MOST ABOMINABLE TYRANT, THE PENALTIES OF THE DIVINE WRATH.' 27 AND WHEN HE HAD BRAVELY MET HIS GLORIOUS DEATH, THE THIRD SON WAS BROUGHT FORWARD AND WAS EARNESTLY ENTREATED BY MANY TO TASTE AND SO TO SAVE HIMSELF. 28 BUT HE ANSWERED IN A LOUD VOICE, 'ARE YE IGNORANT THAT THE SAME FATHER BEGAT ME AND MY BROTHERS THAT ARE DEAD, AND THE SAME MOTHER GAVE US BIRTH, AND IN THE SAME DOCTRINES WAS I BROUGHT UP? 29 I DO NOT FORSWEAR THE NOBLE BOND OF BROTHERHOOD. 30 THEREFORE IF YE HAVE ANY ENGINE OF TORMENT, APPLY IT TO THIS BODY OF MINE; FOR MY SOUL YE CANNOT REACH, NOT IF YE WOULD.' 31 BUT THEY WERE GREATLY ANGERED AT THE BOLD SPEECH OF THE MAN, AND THEY DISLOCATED HIS HANDS AND HIS FEET WITH THEIR DISLOCATING ENGINES, AND WRENCHED HIS LIMBS OUT OF THEIR SOCKETS, AND UNSTRUNG THEM; AND THEY TWISTED ROUND HIS FINGERS, AND HIS ARMS, AND HIS LEGS, AND HIS ELBOW-JOINTS. 32 AND IN NO WISE BEING ABLE TO STRANGLE HIS SPIRIT THEY STRIPPED OFF HIS SKIN, TAKING THE POINTS OF THE FINGERS WITH IT, AND TORE IN SCYTHIAN FASHION THE SCALP FROM HIS HEAD, AND STRAIGHTWAY BROUGHT HIM TO THE WHEEL. 33 AND ON THIS THEY TWISTED HIS SPINE TILL HE SAW HIS OWN FLESH HANGING IN STRIPS AND GREAT GOUTS OF BLOOD POURING DOWN FROM HIS ENTRAILS. 34 AND AT THE POINT OF DEATH HE SAID, 'WE, O MOST ABOMINABLE TYRANT, SUFFER THUS FOR OUR UPBRINGING AND OUR VIRTUE THAT ARE OF GOD; BUT THOU FOR THY IMPIETY AND THY CRUELTY SHALL ENDURE TORMENTS WITHOUT END.' 35 AND WHEN' THIS MAN HAD DIED WORTHILY OF HIS BROTHERS, THEY BROUGHT UP THE FOURTH, AND SAID TO HIM, 'BE NOT THOU ALSO MAD WITH THE SAME MADNESS AS THY BRETHREN, BUT OBEY THE KING AND SAVE THYSELF.' 36 BUT HE SAID UNTO THEM, 'FOR ME YE HAVE NO FIRE SO EXCEEDING HOT AS TO MAKE ME A COWARD. 37 BY THE BLESSED DEATH OF MY BRETHREN, BY THE ETERNAL DOOM OF THE TYRANT, AND BY THE GLORIOUS LIFE OF THE RIGHTEOUS, I WILL NOT DENY MY NOBLE BROTHERHOOD. 38 INVENT TORTURES, O TYRANT, IN ORDER THAT THOU MAYEST LEARN THEREBY THAT I AM BROTHER OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN ALREADY TORTURED.' 39 WHEN HE HEARD THIS THE BLOODTHIRSTY, MURDEROUS, AND UTTERLY ABOMINABLE ANTIOCHUS BADE THEM CUT OUT HIS TONGUE. 40 BUT HE SAID, 'EVEN IF THOU DOST REMOVE MY ORGAN OF SPEECH, GOD IS A HEARER ALSO OF THE SPEECHLESS. 41 LO, I PUT OUT MY TONGUE READY: CUT IT OUT, FOR THOU SHALT NOT THEREBY SILENCE MY REASON. 42 GLADLY DO WE GIVE OUR BODILY MEMBERS TO BE MUTILATED FOR THE CAUSE OF GOD. 43 BUT GOD WILL SPEEDILY PURSUE AFTER THEE; FOR THOU CUTTEST OUT THE TONGUE THAT SANG SONGS OF PRAISE UNTO HIM.' 44 BUT WHEN THIS MAN ALSO WAS PUT TO A DEATH OF AGONY WITH THE TORTURES, THE FIFTH SPRANG FORWARD SAYING, 'I SHRINK NOT, O TYRANT, FROM DEMANDING THE TORTURE FOR VIRTUE'S SAKE. 45 YEA, OF MYSELF I COME FORWARD, IN ORDER THAT, SLAYING ME ALSO, THOU MAYEST BY YET MORE MISDEEDS INCREASE THE PENALTY THOU OWEST TO THE JUSTICE OF HEAVEN. 46 O ENEMY OF VIRTUE AND ENEMY OF MAN, FOR WHAT [SEXUAL] CRIME DOST THOU DESTROY US IN THIS WAY? 47 DOTH IT, SEEM EVIL TO THEE THAT WE WORSHIP THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL AND LIVE ACCORDING TO HIS VIRTUOUS [SEXLESS] LAW? 48 BUT THESE THINGS ARE WORTHY OF HONOURS NOT OF TORTURES, IF THOU DIDST UNDERSTAND HUMAN ASPIRATIONS AND HADST HOPE OF SALVATION BEFORE GOD. 49 LO, NOW THOU ART GOD'S ENEMY AND MAKEST WAR ON THOSE THAT WORSHIP GOD.' 50 AS HE SPAKE THUS THE GUARDS BOUND HIM AND BROUGHT HIM BEFORE THE CATAPULT; AND THEY TIED HIM THERETO ON HIS KNEES, AND, FASTENING THEM THERE WITH IRON CLAMPS, THEY WRENCHED HIS LOINS OVER THE ROLLING 'WEDGE' SO THAT HE WAS COMPLETELY CURLED BACK LIKE A SCORPION AND EVERY JOINT WAS DISJOINTED. 51 AND THUS IN GRIEVOUS STRAIT FOR BREATH AND ANGUISH OF BODY HE EXCLAIMED, 'GLORIOUS, O TYRANT, GLORIOUS AGAINST THY WILL ARE THE BOONS THAT THOU BESTOWEST ON ME, ENABLING ME TO SHOW MY FIDELITY TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW THROUGH YET MORE HONOURABLE TORTURES.' 52 AND WHEN THIS MAN ALSO WAS DEAD, THE SIXTH WAS BROUGHT, A MERE BOY, WHO IN ANSWER TO THE TYRANT'S INQUIRY WHETHER HE WAS WILLING TO EAT AND BE RELEASED, SAID: 53 'I AM NOT SO OLD IN YEARS AS MY BRETHREN, BUT I AM AS OLD IN MIND. FOR WE WERE BORN AND REARED FOR THE SAME [SEXLESS] PURPOSE AND ARE EQUALLY BOUND ALSO TO DIE FOR THE SAME CAUSE; SO, IF THOU CHOOSETH TO TORTURE US FOR NOT EATING UNCLEAN MEAT, TORTURE.' 54 AS HE SPAKE THESE WORDS THEY BROUGHT HIM TO THE WHEEL, AND WITH CARE THEY STRETCHED HIM OUT AND DISLOCATED THE BONES OF HIS BACK AND SET FIRE UNDER HIM. 55 AND THEY MADE SHARP SKEWERS RED-HOT AND RAN THEM INTO HIS BACK, AND PIERCING THROUGH HIS SIDES THEY BURNED AWAY HIS ENTRAILS ALSO. 56 BUT HE IN THE MIDST OF HIS TORTURES EXCLAIMED, 'O CONTEST WORTHY OF SAINTS, WHEREIN SO MANY OF US BRETHREN, IN THE CAUSE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, HAVE BEEN ENTERED FOR A COMPETITION IN TORMENTS, AND HAVE NOT BEEN CONQUERED! 57 FOR THE RIGHTEOUS UNDERSTANDING, O TYRANT, IS UNCONQUERABLE. 58 IN THE ARMOUR OF VIRTUE I GO TO JOIN MY BROTHERS IN DEATH, AND TO ADD IN MYSELF ONE STRONG AVENGER MORE TO PUNISH THEE, O DEVISER OF THE TORTURES AND ENEMY OF THE TRULY RIGHTEOUS. 59 WE SIX YOUTHS HAVE OVERTHROWN THY TYRANNY. 'FOR IS NOT THINE IMPOTENCE TO ALTER OUR REASON OR FORCE US TO EAT UNCLEAN MEAT AN OVERTHROW FOR THEE? 60 THY FIRE IS COOL FOR US, THY ENGINES OF TORTURE TORMENT NOT, AND THY VIOLENCE IS IMPOTENT. 61 FOR THE GUARDS HAVE BEEN OFFICERS FOR US, NOT OF A TYRANT, BUT OF THE DIVINE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND THEREFORE, HAVE WE OUR REASON YET UNCONQUERED.'
CHAPTER 6
BROTHERLY [SEXLESS] BONDS AND A MOTHER'S [SEXLESS] LOVE.
1 AND WHEN THIS ONE ALSO DIED A BLESSED DEATH, BEING CAST INTO THE CAULDRON, THE SEVENTH SON, THE YOUNGEST OF THEM ALL, CAME FORWARD. 2 BUT THE TYRANT, ALTHOUGH FIERCELY EXASPERATED BY HIS BRETHREN, FELT PITY FOR THE BOY, AND SEEING HIM THERE ALREADY BOUND HE HAD HIM BROUGHT NEAR, AND SOUGHT TO PERSUADE HIM, SAYING: 'THOU SEEST THE END OF THE FOLLY OF THY BRETHREN; FOR THROUGH THEIR DISOBEDIENCE THEY HAVE BEEN RACKED TO DEATH. THOU, TOO, IF THOU DOST NOT OBEY, WILT THYSELF ALSO BE MISERABLY TORTURED AND PUT TO DEATH BEFORE THY TIME; BUT IF THOU DOST OBEY THOU SHALT BE MY FRIEND, AND THOU SHALT BE ADVANCED TO HIGH OFFICE IN THE BUSINESS OF THE KINGDOM.' 4 AND WHILE THUS APPEALING TO HIM HE SENT FOR THE BOY'S MOTHER, IN ORDER THAT IN HER SORROW FOR THE LOSS OF SO MANY SONS SHE MIGHT URGE THE SURVIVOR TO OBEY AND BE SAVED. 5 BUT THE MOTHER, SPEAKING IN THE HEBREW TONGUE, AS I SHALL TELL LATER ON, ENCOURAGED THE BOY, AND HE SAID TO THE GUARDS, 'LOOSE ME, THAT I MAY SPEAK TO THE KING AND TO ALL HIS FRIENDS WITH HIM.' 6 AND THEY, REJOICING AT THE BOY'S REQUEST, MADE HASTE, TO, LOOSE HIM. 7 AND RUNNING UP TO THE RED-HOT BRAZIER, 'O IMPIOUS TYRANT,' HE CRIED, 'AND MOST UNGODLY OF ALL [SEXUAL] SINNERS, ART THOU NOT ASHAMED TO TAKE THY BLESSINGS AND THY KINGSHIP AT THE HANDS OF GOD, AND TO SLAY HIS SERVANTS AND TORTURE THE FOLLOWERS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS? 8 FOR WHICH THINGS THE DIVINE JUSTICE DELIVERS THEE UNTO A MORE RAPID AND AN ETERNAL FIRE AND TORMENTS WHICH SHALL NOT LEAVE HOLD ON THEE TO ALL ETERNITY. 9 ART THOU NOT ASHAMED, BEING A MAN, O WRETCH WITH THE HEART OF A WILD BEAST, TO TAKE MEN OF LIKE FEELINGS WITH THYSELF, MADE FROM THE SAME ELEMENTS, AND TEAR OUT THEIR TONGUES, AND SCOURGE AND TORTURE THEM IN THIS MANNER? 10 BUT WHILE THEY HAVE FULFILLED THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS TOWARDS GOD IN THEIR NOBLE DEATHS, THOU SHALT MISERABLY CRY "WOE IS MET" FOR THY UNJUST SLAYING OF THE CHAMPIONS OF VIRTUE.' 11 AND THEN STANDING ON THE BRINK OF DEATH HE SAID, 'I AM NO RENEGADE TO THE WITNESS BORNE BY MY BRETHREN. 12 AND I CALL UPON THE GOD OF MY FATHERS TO BE MERCIFUL UNTO MY NATION. 13 AND THEE WILL HE PUNISH BOTH IN THIS PRESENT LIFE AND AFTER THAT THOU ART DEAD.' 14 AND WITH THIS PRAYER HE CAST HIMSELF INTO THE RED-HOT BRAZIER, AND SO GAVE UP THE GHOST. 15 IF THEREFORE THE SEVEN BRETHREN DESPISED THE TORTURES EVEN TO THE DEATH, IT IS UNIVERSALLY PROVED THAT THE INSPIRED REASON IS SUPREME LORD OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 16 FOR IF THEY HAD YIELDED TO THEIR [SEXUAL] PASSIONS OR SUFFERINGS AND EATEN UNCLEAN MEAT, WE SHOULD HAVE SAID THAT THEY HAD BEEN CONQUERED THEREBY. 17 BUT IN THIS CAM, IT WAS NOT SO; ON THE CONTRARY BY THEIR REASON, WHICH WAS COMMENDED IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, THEY ROSE SUPERIOR TO THEIR [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 18 AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DENY THE SUPREMACY OF THE MIND; FOR THEY WON THE VICTORY OVER THEIR [SEXUAL] PASSIONS AND THEIR PAINS. 19 HOW CAN WE DO OTHERWISE THAN ADMIT RIGHT REASON'S MASTERY OVER [SEXUAL] PASSION WITH THESE MEN WHO SHRANK NOT BEFORE THE AGONIES OF BURNING? 20 FOR EVEN AS TOWERS ON HARBOUR-MOLES REPULSE THE ASSAULTS OF THE WAVES AND OFFER A CALM ENTRANCE TO THOSE ENTERING THE HAVEN, SO THE SEVEN-TOWERED RIGHT REASON OF THE YOUTHS DEFENDED THE HAVEN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND REPULSED THE TEMPESTUOUSNESS OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 21 THEY FORMED A HOLY CHOIR OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AS THEY CHEERED ONE ANOTHER ON, SAYING: 22 'LET US DIE LIKE BROTHERS, O BRETHREN, FOR THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 23 LET US IMITATE THE THREE CHILDREN AT THE ASSYRIAN COURT WHO DESPISED THIS SAME ORDEAL OF THE FURNACE. 24 LET US NOT TURN CRAVENS BEFORE THE PROOF OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.' 25 AND ONE SAID, 'BROTHER, BE OF GOOD CHEER,' AND ANOTHER, 'BEAR IT OUT NOBLY'; AND ANOTHER RECALLING THE PAST, 'REMEMBER OF WHAT STOCK YE ARE, AND AT WHOSE FATHERLY HAND ISAAC FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE YIELDED HIMSELF TO BE A SACRIFICE.' 26 AND EACH AND ALL OF THEM TOGETHER, LOOKING AT EACH OTHER BRIGHTLY AND VERY BOLDLY, SAID, 'WITH A WHOLE HEART WILL WE CONSECRATE OURSELVES UNTO GOD WHO GAVE US OUR SOULS, AND LET US LEND OUR BODIES TO THE KEEPING OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 27 LET US NOT FEAR HIM WHO [SEXUALLY] THINKETH HE KILLS; FOR A GREAT STRUGGLE AND PERIL OF THE SOUL AWAITS IN ETERNAL TORMENT THOSE WHO TRANSGRESS THE ORDINANCE OF GOD. 28 LET US THEN ARM OURSELVES WITH DIVINE REASON'S MASTERY OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 29 AFTER THIS OUR [SEXLESS] PASSION, ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB SHALL RECEIVE US, AND ALL OUR FOREFATHERS SHALL PRAISE US.' 30 AND TO EACH SEPARATE ONE OF THE BROTHERS, AS THEY WERE DRAGGED OFF, THOSE WHOSE TURN WAS YET TO COME SAID, 'DO NOT DISGRACE US, BROTHER, NOR BE FALSE TO OUR BRETHREN ALREADY DEAD.' 31 YOU ARE NOT IGNORANT OF THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF BRETHREN, WHEREOF THE DIVINE AND ALL-WISE PROVIDENCE HAS GIVEN AN INHERITANCE TO THOSE WHO ARE BEGOTTEN THOUGH THEIR FATHERS, IMPLANTING IT IN THEM EVEN THROUGH THE MOTHER'S WOMB; WHEREIN BRETHREN DO DWELL THE LIKE PERIOD, AND TAKE THEIR FORM DURING THE SAME TIME, AND ARE NOURISHED FROM THE SAME BLOOD, AND ARE QUICKENED WITH THE SAME SOUL, AND ARE BROUGHT INTO THE WORLD AFTER THE SAME SPACE, AND THEY DRAW MILK FROM THE SAME FOUNTS, WHEREBY THEIR FRATERNAL SOULS ARE NURSED TOGETHER IN ARMS AT THE BREAST; AND THEY ARE KNIT YET CLOSER THROUGH A COMMON NURTURE AND DAILY COMPANIONSHIP AND OTHER EDUCATION, AND THROUGH OUR DISCIPLINE UNDER THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD. 32 THE FEELING OF BROTHERLY [SEXLESS] LOVE BEING THUS NATURALLY STRONG, THE SEVEN BRETHREN HAD THEIR MUTUAL CONCORD MADE YET STRONGER. FOR TRAINED IN THE SAME [SEXLESS] LAW, AND DISCIPLINED IN THE SAME VIRTUES, AND BROUGHT UP TOGETHER IN THE UPRIGHT LIFE, THEY [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ONE ANOTHER THE MORE ABUNDANTLY. THEIR COMMON ZEAL FOR MORAL BEAUTY AND GOODNESS HEIGHTENED THEIR MUTUAL CONCORD, FOR IN CONJUNCTION WITH THEIR PIETY IT RENDERED THEIR BROTHERLY [SEXLESS] LOVE MORE FERVENT. 33 BUT THOUGH [DIVINE] NATURE, COMPANIONSHIP, AND THEIR VIRTUOUS DISPOSITION INCREASED THE ARDOUR OF THEIR BROTHERLY [SEXLESS] LOVE, NEVERTHELESS THE SURVIVING SONS THROUGH THEIR RELIGION SUPPORTED THE SIGHT OF THEIR BRETHREN, WHO WERE ON THE RACK, BEING TORTURED TO DEATH; NAY MORE, THEY EVEN ENCOURAGED THEM TO FACE THE AGONY, SO AS NOT ONLY TO DESPISE THEIR OWN TORTURES, BUT ALSO TO CONQUER THEIR [SEXUAL] PASSION OF BROTHERLY [SEXUAL] AFFECTION FOR THEIR BRETHREN. 34 O REASONING MINDS, MORE-KINGLY THAN KINGS, THEN FREEMEN MORE-FREE, OF THE HARMONY OF THE SEVEN BRETHREN, HOLY AND WELL ATTUNED TO THE KEYNOTE OF PIETY! 35 NONE OF THE SEVEN YOUTHS TURNED COWARD, NONE SHRUNK IN THE FACE OF DEATH, BUT ALL HASTENED TO THE DEATH BY TORTURE AS IF RUNNING THE ROAD TO IMMORTALITY. 36 FOR AS HANDS AND FEET MOVE IN HARMONY WITH THE PROMPTINGS OF THE SOUL, SO THOSE HOLY YOUTHS, AS IF PROMPTED BY THE IMMORTAL SOUL OF RELIGION, WENT IN HARMONY TO DEATH FOR ITS SAKE. 37 O ALL-HOLY SEVENFOLD COMPANIONSHIP OF BRETHREN IN HARMONY! 38 FOR AS THE SEVEN DAYS OF THE CREATION OF THE WORLD DO ENRING RELIGION, SO DID THE YOUTHS, CHOIR-LIKE ENRING THEIR SEVENFOLD COMPANIONSHIP, AND MADE THE TERROR OF THE TORTURES OF NO ACCOUNT. 39 WE NOW SHUDDER WHEN WE HEAR OF THE SUFFERING OF THOSE YOUTHS; BUT THEY, NOT ONLY SEEING IT WITH THEIR EYES, NOR MERELY HEARING THE SPOKEN, IMMINENT THREAT, BUT ACTUALLY FEELING THE PANG, ENDURED IT THROUGH; AND THAT IN THE TORTURE BY FIRE, THEN WHICH WHAT GREATER AGONY CAN BE FOUND? 40 FOR SHARP AND STRINGENT IS THE POWER OF FIRE, AND SWIFTLY DID IT BRING THEIR BODIES TO DISSOLUTION. 41 AND [SEXUALLY] THINK IT NOT WONDERFUL IF WITH THOSE MEN REASON TRIUMPHED OVER THE TORTURES, WHEN EVEN A WOMAN'S SOUL DESPISED A YET GREATER DIVERSITY OF PAINS; FOR THE MOTHER OF THE SEVEN YOUTHS ENDURED THE TORMENTS INFLICTED ON EACH SEVERAL ONE OF HER CHILDREN. 42 BUT CONSIDER HOW MANIFOLD ARE THE YEARNINGS OF A MOTHER'S HEART, SO THAT HER FEELING FOR HER OFFSPRING BECOMES THE CENTRE OF HER WHOLE WORLD; AND INDEED, HERE, EVEN THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS HAVE FOR THEIR YOUNG A [SEXLESS] AFFECTION AND [SEXLESS] LOVE SIMILAR TO MEN'S. 43 FOR EXAMPLE, AMONG THE BIRDS, THE TAME ONES SHELTERING UNDER OUR ROOFS DEFEND THEIR NESTLINGS; AND THOSE THAT NEST UPON THE MOUNTAIN TOPS, AND IN THE ROCK CLEFTS, AND IN THE HOLES OF TREES, AND IN THE BRANCHES, AND HATCH THEIR YOUNG THERE, DO ALSO DRIVE AWAY THE INTRUDER. 44 AND THEN, IF THEY BE UNABLE TO DRIVE HIM AWAY, THEY FLUTTER AROUND THE NESTLINGS IN A [SEXLESS] PASSION OF [SEXLESS] LOVE, CALLING TO THEM IN THEIR OWN SPEECH, AND THEY GIVE SUCCOUR TO THEIR YOUNG ONES IN WHATEVER FASHION THEY CAN. 45 AND WHAT NEED HAVE WE OF EXAMPLES OF THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF OFFSPRING AMONG IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, WHEN EVEN THE BEES, ABOUT THE SEASON OF THE MAKING OF THE COMB, FEND OFF INTRUDERS, AND STAB WITH THEIR STING, AS WITH A SWORD, THOSE WHO APPROACH THEIR BROOD, AND DO BATTLE AGAINST THEM EVEN TO THE DEATH? 46 BUT SHE, THE MOTHER OF THOSE YOUNG MEN, WITH A SOUL LIKE ABRAHAM, WAS NOT MOVED FROM HER [SEXLESS] PURPOSE BY HER [SEXLESS] AFFECTION FOR HER CHILDREN. 
CHAPTER 7
A COMPARISON OF A MOTHER'S AND FATHER'S [SEXLESS] AFFECTIONS, IN THIS CHAPTER ARE SOME MOUNTAIN PEAKS OF ELOQUENCE.
1 REASON OF THE SONS, LORD OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS! O RELIGION, THAT WAST DEARER TO THE MOTHER THAN HER CHILDREN! 2 THE MOTHER, HAVING TWO CHOICES BEFORE HER, RELIGION AND THE PRESENT SAVING ALIVE OF HER SEVEN SONS ACCORDING TO THE TYRANT'S PROMISE, [SEXLESSLY] LOVED RATHER RELIGION, WHICH SAVETH UNTO ETERNAL LIFE ACCORDING TO GOD. 3 O HOW MAY I EXPRESS THE [SEXLESS] PASSIONATE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF PARENTS FOR CHILDREN? WE STAMP A MARVELOUS LIKENESS OF OUR SOUL AND OF OUR SHAPE ON THE TENDER [SEXLESS] NATURE OF THE CHILD, AND MOST OF ALL THROUGH THE MOTHER'S SYMPATHY WITH HER CHILDREN BEING DEEPER THAN THE FATHER'S. 4 FOR WOMEN ARE SOFTER OF SOUL THAN MEN, AND THE MORE CHILDREN THEY BEAR THE MORE DO THEY ABOUND IN [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR THEM. 5 BUT, OF ALL MOTHERS, SHE OF THE SEVEN SONS ABOUNDED IN [SEXLESS] LOVE BEYOND THE REST, SEEING THAT, HAVING IN SEVEN CHILD-BEARINGS FELT MATERNAL TENDERNESS FOR THE FRUIT OF HER WOMB, AND HAVING BEEN CONSTRAINED BECAUSE OF THE MANY PANGS IN WHICH SHE BORE EACH TO A CLOSE [SEXLESS] AFFECTION, SHE NEVERTHELESS THROUGH THE FEAR OF GOD REJECTED THE PRESENT SAFETY OF HER CHILDREN. 6 AY, AND MORE THAN THAT, THROUGH THE MORAL BEAUTY AND GOODNESS OF HER SONS AND THEIR OBEDIENCE TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW, HER MATERNAL [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR THEM WAS MADE STRONGER. 7 FOR THEY WERE JUST, AND TEMPERATE, AND BRAVE AND GREAT-SOULED, AND [SEXLESS] LOVERS OF EACH OTHER AND OF THEIR MOTHER IN SUCH MANNER THAT THEY OBEYED HER IN THE KEEPING OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW EVEN UNTO DEATH. 8 BUT NEVERTHELESS, THOUGH SHE HAD SO MANY TEMPTATIONS TO YIELD TO HER MATERNAL INSTINCTS, IN NO SINGLE INSTANCE DID THE DREADFUL VARIETY OF TORTURES HAVE POWER TO ALTER HER REASON; BUT THE MOTHER URGED EACH SON SEPARATELY, AND ALL TOGETHER, TO DIE FOR THEIR RELIGION. 9 O HOLY [DIVINE] NATURE, AND PARENTAL [SEXLESS] LOVE, AND YEARNING OF PARENTS FOR OFFSPRING, AND WAGES OF NURSING, AND UNCONQUERABLE [SEXLESS] AFFECTION OF MOTHERS! 10 THE MOTHER, SEEING THEM ONE BY ONE RACKED AND BURNED, REMAINED UNSHAKEN IN SOUL FOR RELIGION'S SAKE. 11 SHE SAW THE FLESH OF HER SONS BEING CONSUMED IN THE FIRE, AND THE EXTREMITIES OF THEIR HANDS AND FEET SCATTERED ON THE GROUND, AND THE FLESH-COVERING, TORN OFF FROM THEIR HEADS RIGHT TO THEIR CHEEKS, STREWN ABOUT LIKE MASKS. 12 O MOTHER, WHO NOW KNEW SHARPER PANGS THAN THE PANGS OF LABOUR! O WOMAN, ALONE AMONG WOMEN, THE FRUIT OF WHOSE WOMB WAS PERFECT RELIGION! 13 THY FIRSTBORN, GIVING UP THE GHOST, DID NOT ALTER THY RESOLUTION, NOR THY SECOND, LOOKING WITH EYES OF PITY ON THEE UNDER HIS TORTURES, NOR THY THIRD, BREATHING OUT HIS SPIRIT. 14 NEITHER DIDST THOU WEEP WHEN THOU BEHELDEST THE EYES OF EACH AMID THE TORMENTS LOOKING BOLDLY ON THE SAME ANGUISH, AND SAWEST IN THEIR QUIVERING NOSTRILS THE SIGNS OF APPROACHING DEATH. 15 WHEN THOU SAWEST THE FLESH OF ONE SON BEING SEVERED AFTER THE FLESH OF ANOTHER, AND HAND AFTER HAND BEING CUT OFF, AND HEAD AFTER HEAD BEING FLAYED, AND CORPSE CAST UPON CORPSE, AND THE PLACE CROWDED WITH SPECTATORS ON ACCOUNT OF THE TORTURES OF THY CHILDREN, THOU SHEDDEST NOT A TEAR. 16 NOT THE MELODIES OF THE SIRENS NOR THE SONGS OF SWANS WITH SWEET SOUND DO SO [SEXLESSLY] CHARM THE HEARER'S EARS, AS SOUNDED THE VOICES OF THE SONS, SPEAKING TO THE MOTHER FROM AMID THE TORMENTS. 17 HOW MANY AND HOW GREAT WERE THE TORTURES WITH WHICH THE MOTHER WAS TORMENTED WHILE HER SONS WERE BEING TORTURED WITH TORMENTS OF RACK AND FIRE! 18 BUT INSPIRED REASON LENT HER HEART A MAN'S STRENGTH UNDER HER [SEXLESS] PASSION OF SUFFERING, AND EXALTED HER TO MAKE NO ACCOUNT OF THE PRESENT YEARNINGS OF MOTHER- [SEXLESS] LOVE. 19 AND ALTHOUGH SHE SAW THE DESTRUCTION OF HER SEVEN CHILDREN AND THE MANY AND VARIED FORMS OF THEIR TORMENTS, THE NOBLE MOTHER WILLINGLY SURRENDERED THEM THROUGH FAITH IN GOD. 20 FOR SHE BEHELD IN HER OWN MIND, EVEN AS IT HAD BEEN [SEXLESS] CUNNING ADVOCATES IN A COUNCIL-CHAMBER, [DIVINE] NATURE, AND PARENTHOOD, AND MOTHER-[SEXLESS] LOVE, AND HER CHILDREN ON THE RACK, AND IT WAS AS IF SHE, THE MOTHER, HAVING THE CHOICE BETWEEN TWO VOTES IN THE CASE OF HER CHILDREN, ONE FOR THEIR DEATH AND ONE TO SAVE THEM ALIVE, THEREUPON REGARDED NOT THE SAVING OF HER SEVEN SONS FOR A LITTLE TIME, BUT, AS A TRUE DAUGHTER OF ABRAHAM, CALLED TO MIND HIS GOD-FEARING COURAGE. 21 O MOTHER OF THE RACE, VINDICATOR OF OUR [SEXLESS] LAW, DEFENDER OF OUR RELIGION, AND WINNER OF THE PRIZE IN THE STRUGGLE WITHIN THYSELF! 22 O WOMAN, NOBLER TO RESIST THAN MEN, AND BRAVER THAN WARRIORS TO ENDURE! 23 FOR AS THE ARK OF NOAH, WITH THE WHOLE LIVING WORLD FOR HER BURDEN IN THE WORLD-WHELMING DELUGE, DID WITHSTAND THE MIGHTY SURGES, SO THOU, THE KEEPER OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BEATEN UPON EVERY SIDE BY THE SURGING WAVES OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, AND STRAINED AS WITH STRONG BLASTS BY THE TORTURES OF THY SONS, DIDST NOBLY WEATHER THE STORMS THAT ASSAILED THEE FOR RELIGION'S SAKE. 24 THUS THEN, IF ONE BOTH A WOMAN AND ADVANCED IN YEARS, AND THE MOTHER OF SEVEN SONS, ENDURED THE SIGHT OF HER CHILDREN BEING TORTURED TO DEATH, THE INSPIRED REASON MUST CONFESSEDLY BE SUPREME RULER OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 25 I HAVE PROVED, ACCORDINGLY, THAT NOT ONLY HAVE MEN TRIUMPHED OVER THEIR SUFFERINGS, BUT THAT A WOMAN ALSO HAS DESPISED THE MOST DREADFUL TORTURES. 26 AND NOT SO FIERCE WERE THE LIONS AROUND DANIEL, NOT SO HOT WAS THE BURNING FIERY FURNACE OF MISHAEL, AS BURNED IN HER THE INSTINCT OF MOTHERHOOD AT THE SIGHT OF HER SEVEN SONS BEING TORTURED. 27 BUT BY HER RELIGION-GUIDED REASON THE MOTHER QUENCHED HER [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, MANY AND STRONG AS THEY WERE. 28 FOR THERE IS THIS ALSO TO CONSIDER, THAT HAD THE WOMAN BEEN WEAK OF SPIRIT, DESPITE HER MOTHERHOOD, SHE MIGHT HAVE WEPT OVER THEM, AND PERCHANCE SPOKEN THUS: 29 'AH, THRICE WRETCHED ME, AND MORE THAN THRICE WRETCHED! SEVEN CHILDREN HAVE I BORNE AND AM LEFT CHILDLESS! 30 IN VAIN WAS I SEVEN TIMES WITH CHILD, AND TO NO PROFIT WAS MY TEN MONTHS' BURDEN SEVEN TIMES BORNE, AND FRUITLESS HAVE BEEN MY NURSINGS, AND SORROWFUL MY SUCKLINGS. 31 IN VAIN FOR YOU, O MY SONS, DID I ENDURE THE MANY PANGS OF LABOUR, AND THE MORE DIFFICULT CARES OF YOUR UPBRINGING. 32 ALAS, FOR MY SONS, THAT SOME WERE YET UNWED, AND THOSE THAT WERE WEDDED HAD BEGOTTEN NO CHILDREN; I SHALL NEVER SEE CHILDREN OF YOURS, NOR SHALL I BE CALLED BY THE NAME OF GRANDPARENT. 33 AH ME, THAT HAD MANY BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN, AND AM A WIDOW AND DESOLATE IN MY WOE! NEITHER WILL THERE BE ANY SON TO BURY ME WHEN I AM DEAD!' 34 BUT THE HOLY AND GOD-FEARING MOTHER WAILED NOT WITH THIS LAMENTATION OVER ANY ONE OF THEM, NEITHER BESOUGHT SHE ANY TO ESCAPE DEATH, NOR LAMENTED OVER THEM AS DYING MEN; BUT, AS THOUGH SHE HAD A SOUL OF ADAMANT AND WERE BRINGING FORTH THE NUMBER OF HER SONS, FOR A SECOND TIME, INTO IMMORTAL LIFE, SHE BESOUGHT RATHER AND ENTREATED OF THEM THAT THEY SHOULD DIE FOR RELIGION'S SAKE. 35 O MOTHER, WARRIOR OF GOD IN THE CAUSE OF RELIGION, OLD AND A WOMAN, THOU DIDST BOTH DEFEAT THE TYRANT BY THY ENDURANCE, AND WAST FOUND STRONGER THAN A MAN, IN [SEXLESS] DEEDS AS WELL AS [SEXLESS] WORDS. 36 FOR VERILY WHEN THOU WAST PUT IN BONDS WITH THY SONS, THOU STOODEST THERE SEEING ELEAZAR BEING TORTURED, AND THOU SPAKEST TO THY SONS IN THE HEBREW TONGUE: 37 'MY SONS, NOBLE IS THE FIGHT; AND DO YE, BEING CALLED THERETO TO BEAR WITNESS FOR OUR NATION, FIGHT THEREIN ZEALOUSLY ON BEHALF OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF OUR FATHERS. 38 FOR IT WOULD BE SHAMEFUL IF, WHILE THIS AGED MAN ENDURED THE AGONY FOR RELIGION'S SAKE, YOU THAT ARE YOUNG MEN SHRANK BEFORE THE PAIN. 39 REMEMBER THAT FOR THE SAKE OF GOD YE HAVE COME INTO THE WORLD, AND HAVE ENJOYED LIFE, AND THAT THEREFORE YE OWE IT TO GOD TO ENDURE ALL PAIN FOR HIS SAKE; FOR WHOM ALSO OUR FATHER ABRAHAM MADE HASTE TO SACRIFICE HIS SON ISAAC, THE ANCESTOR OF OUR NATION; AND ISAAC, SEEING HIS FATHER'S HAND LIFTING THE KNIFE AGAINST HIM, DID NOT SHRINK. 40 AND DANIEL, THE JUST MAN, WAS CAST TO THE LIONS, AND ANANIAS, AZARIAS, AND MISHAEL WERE FLUNG INTO THE FURNACE OF FIRE, AND THEY ENDURED FOR GOD'S SAKE. 41 AND YE ALSO, HAVING THE SAME FAITH UNTO GOD, BE NOT TROUBLED; FOR IT WERE AGAINST REASON THAT YE, KNOWING RIGHTEOUSNESS, SHOULD NOT WITHSTAND THE PAINS.' 42 WITH THESE WORDS THE MOTHER OF THE SEVEN ENCOURAGED EVERY SINGLE ONE OF HER SONS TO DIE RATHER THAN TRANSGRESS THE ORDINANCE OF GOD; THEY THEMSELVES ALSO KNOWING WELL THAT MEN DYING FOR GOD LIVE UNTO GOD, AS LIVE ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND ALL THE PATRIARCHS. 
CHAPTER 8
THE FAMOUS "ATHLETES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS." HERE ENDS THE STORY OF COURAGE CALLED THE FOURTH BOOK OF MACCABEES.
1 SOME OF THE GUARDS DECLARED THAT WHEN SHE ALSO WAS ABOUT TO BE SEIZED AND PUT TO DEATH, SHE CAST HERSELF ON THE PYRE IN ORDER THAT NO MAN MIGHT TOUCH HER BODY. 2 O MOTHER, THAT TOGETHER WITH THY SEVEN SONS DIDST BREAK THE TYRANT'S FORCE, AND BRING TO NOUGHT HIS EVIL [SEXUAL] DEVICES, AND GAVEST AN EXAMPLE OF THE NOBLENESS OF FAITH. 3 THOU WERT NOBLY SET AS A ROOF UPON THY SONS AS PILLARS, AND THE EARTHQUAKE OF THE TORMENTS SHOOK THEE NOT AT ALL. 4 REJOICE THEREFORE, PURE-SOULED MOTHER, HAVING THE HOPE OF THY ENDURANCE CERTAIN AT THE HAND OF GOD. 5 NOT SO MAJESTIC STANDS THE MOON AMID THE STARS IN HEAVEN AS THOU, HAVING LIT THE PATH OF THY SEVEN STARLIKE SONS UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS, STANDEST IN HONOUR WITH GOD; AND THOU ART SET IN HEAVEN WITH THEM. 6 FOR THY CHILD-BEARING WAS FROM THE SON OF ABRAHAM. 7 AND HAD IT BEEN [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR US TO PAINT, AS MIGHT SOME ARTIST, THE TALE OF THY PIETY, WOULD NOT THE SPECTATORS HAVE SHUDDERED AT THE MOTHER OF SEVEN SONS SUFFERING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE MULTITUDINOUS TORTURES EVEN UNTO DEATH? 8 AND INDEED IT WERE FITTING TO INSCRIBE THESE WORDS OVER THEIR RESTING-PLACE, SPEAKING FOR A MEMORIAL TO FUTURE GENERATIONS OF OUR PEOPLE: 
HERE LIE AN AGED PRIEST
AND A WOMAN FULL OF YEARS
AND HER SEVEN SONS
THROUGH THE VIOLENCE OF A TYRANT
DESIRING TO DESTROY THE HEBREW NATION.
THEY VINDICATED THE RIGHTS OF OUR PEOPLE
LOOKING UNTO GOD AND ENDURING
THE TORMENTS EVEN UNTO DEATH.
9 FOR TRULY IT WAS A HOLY WAR WHICH WAS FOUGHT BY THEM. FOR ON THAT DAY VIRTUE, PROVING THEM THROUGH ENDURANCE, SET BEFORE THEM THE PRIZE OF VICTORY IN [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION IN EVERLASTING LIFE. 10 BUT THE FIRST IN THE FIGHT WAS ELEAZAR, AND THE MOTHER OF THE SEVEN SONS PLAYED HER PART, AND THE BRETHREN FOUGHT. 11 THE TYRANT WAS THEIR ADVERSARY AND THE WORLD AND THE LIFE OF MAN WERE THE SPECTATORS. 12 AND RIGHTEOUSNESS WON THE VICTOR AND GAVE THE CROWN TO HER ATHLETES. WHO BUT WONDERED AT THE ATHLETES OF THE TRUE [SEXLESS] LAW? 13 WHO WERE NOT AMAZED AT THEM? THE TYRANT HIMSELF AND HIS WHOLE COUNCIL ADMIRED THEIR ENDURANCE, WHEREBY THEY NOW DO BOTH STAND BESIDE THE THRONE OF GOD AND LIVE THE BLESSED AGE. 14 FOR MOSES SAYS, 'ALL ALSO WHO HAVE SANCTIFIED THEMSELVES ARE UNDER THY HANDS.' 15 AND THESE MEN, THEREFORE, HAVING SANCTIFIED THEMSELVES FOR GOD'S SAKE, NOT ONLY HAVE RECEIVED THIS HONOUR, BUT ALSO THE HONOUR THAT THROUGH THEM THE ENEMY HAD NO MORE POWER OVER OUR PEOPLE, AND THE TYRANT SUFFERED PUNISHMENT, AND OUR COUNTRY WAS PURIFIED, THEY HAVING AS IT WERE BECOME A RANSOM FOR OUR NATION'S [SEXUAL] SIN; AND THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THESE RIGHTEOUS MEN AND THE PROPITIATION OF THEIR DEATH, THE DIVINE PROVIDENCE DELIVERED ISRAEL THAT BEFORE WAS EVIL ENTREATED. 16 FOR WHEN THE TYRANT ANTIOCHUS SAW THE HEROISM OF THEIR VIRTUE, AND THEIR ENDURANCE UNDER THE TORTURES, HE PUBLICLY HELD UP THEIR ENDURANCE TO HIS SOLDIERS AS AN EXAMPLE; AND HE THUS INSPIRED HIS MEN WITH A SENSE OF HONOUR AND HEROISM ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE AND IN THE LABOURS OF BESIEGING, SO THAT HE PLUNDERED AND OVERTHREW ALL HIS ENEMIES. 17 O ISRAELITES, CHILDREN BORN OF THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, OBEY THIS [SEXLESS] LAW, AND BE RIGHTEOUS IN ALL WAYS, RECOGNIZING THAT INSPIRED REASON IS LORD OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, AND OVER [SEXUAL] PAINS, NOT ONLY FROM WITHIN, BUT FROM WITHOUT OURSELVES; BY WHICH MEANS THOSE MEN, DELIVERING UP THEIR BODIES TO THE TORTURE FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, NOT ONLY WON THE ADMIRATION OF MANKIND, BUT WERE DEEMED WORTHY OF A DIVINE INHERITANCE. 18 AND THROUGH THEM THE NATION OBTAINED PEACE AND RESTORING THE OBSERVANCE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW IN OUR COUNTRY HATH CAPTURED THE CITY FROM THE ENEMY. 19 AND VENGEANCE HATH PURSUED THE TYRANT ANTIOCHUS UPON EARTH, AND IN DEATH HE SUFFERS PUNISHMENT. 20 FOR WHEN HE FAILED UTTERLY TO CONSTRAIN THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM TO LIVE LIKE GENTILES AND ABANDON THE CUSTOMS OF OUR FATHERS, HE THEREUPON LEFT JERUSALEM AND MARCHED AWAY AGAINST THE PERSIANS. 21 NOW THESE ARE THE WORDS THAT THE MOTHER OF THE SEVEN SONS, THE RIGHTEOUS WOMAN, SPAKE TO HER CHILDREN: 22 'I WAS A PURE MAIDEN, AND I STRAYED NOT FROM MY FATHER'S HOUSE, AND I KEPT GUARD OVER THE RIB THAT WAS BUILDED INTO EVE. 23 NO SEDUCER OF THE DESERT, NO DECEIVER IN THE FIELD, [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED ME; NOR DID THE FALSE, BEGUILING SERPENT SULLY THE PURITY OF MY MAIDENHOOD; I LIVED WITH MY HUSBAND ALL THE DAYS OF MY YOUTH; BUT WHEN THESE MY SONS WERE GROWN UP, THEIR FATHER DIED. 24 HAPPY WAS HE; FOR HE LIVED A LIFE BLESSED WITH CHILDREN, AND HE NEVER KNEW THE PAIN OF THEIR LOSS. 25 WHO, WHILE HE WAS YET WITH US, TAUGHT YOU THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE PROPHETS. HE READ TO US OF ABEL WHO WAS SLAIN BY CAIN, AND OF ISAAC WHO WAS OFFERED AS A BURNT-OFFERING, AND OF JOSEPH IN THE PRISON. 26 AND HE SPAKE TO US OF PHINEAS, THE ZEALOUS PRIEST, AND HE TAUGHT YOU THE SONG OF ANANIAS, AZARIAS, AND MISHAEL IN THE FIRE. 27 AND HE GLORIFIED ALSO DANIEL IN THE DEN OF LIONS, AND BLESSED HIM; AND HE CALLED TO YOUR MINDS THE SAYING OF ISAIAH, 28 "YEA EVEN THOUGH THOU PASS THROUGH THE FIRE, THE FLAME SHALL NOT HURT THEE." 29 HE SANG TO US THE WORDS OF DAVID THE PSALMIST, "MANY ARE THE AFFLICTIONS OF THE JUST." 30 HE QUOTED TO US THE PROVERB OF SOLOMON, "HE IS A TREE OF LIFE TO ALL THEM THAT DO HIS WILL." 31 HE CONFIRMED THE WORDS OF EZEKIEL, "SHALL THESE DRY BONES LIVE?" FOR HE FORGAT NOT THE SONG THAT MOSES TAUGHT, WHICH TEACHES, "I WILL SLAY AND I WILL MAKE ALIVE. THIS IS YOUR LIFE AND THE BLESSEDNESS OF YOUR DAYS."' 32 AH, CRUEL WAS THE DAY, AND YET NOT CRUEL, WHEN THE CRUEL TYRANT OF THE GREEKS SET THE FIRE BLAZING FOR HIS BARBAROUS BRAZIERS, AND WITH HIS [SEXUAL] PASSIONS BOILING BROUGHT TO THE CATAPULT AND BACK AGAIN TO HIS TORTURES THE SEVEN SONS OF THE DAUGHTER OF ABRAHAM, AND BLINDED THE EYEBALLS OF THEIR EYES, AND CUT OUT THEIR TONGUES, AND SLEW THEM WITH MANY KINDS OF TORMENT. 33 FOR WHICH CAUSE THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD PURSUED, AND SHALL PURSUE, THE ACCURSED WRETCH. 34 BUT THE SONS OF ABRAHAM, WITH THEIR VICTORIOUS MOTHER, ARE GATHERED TOGETHER UNTO THE PLACE OF THEIR ANCESTORS, HAVING RECEIVED PURE AND IMMORTAL SOULS FROM GOD, TO WHOM BE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER.
THE STORY OF AHIKAR

CHAPTER 1
AHIKAR, GRAND VIZIER OF ASSYRIA, HAS 60 WIVES BUT IS FATED TO HAVE NO SON. THEREFORE, HE ADOPTS HIS NEPHEW. HE CRAMS HIM FULL OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE MORE THAN OF BREAD AND WATER.
1 THE STORY OF HAIQÂR THE WISE, VIZIER OF SENNACHERIB THE KING, AND OF NADAN, SISTER'S SON TO HAIQÂR THE SAGE. 2 THERE WAS A VIZIER IN THE DAYS OF KING SENNACHERIB, SON OF SARHADUM, KING OF ASSYRIA AND NINEVEH, A WISE MAN NAMED HAIQÂR, AND HE WAS VIZIER OF THE KING SENNACHERIB. 3 HE HAD A FINE, FORTUNE AND MUCH GOODS, AND HE WAS SKILFUL, WISE, A PHILOSOPHER, IN KNOWLEDGE, IN OPINION AND IN GOVERNMENT, AND HE HAD MARRIED SIXTY WOMEN, AND HAD BUILT A CASTLE FOR EACH OF THEM. 4 BUT WITH IT ALL HE HAD NO CHILD BY ANY. OF THESE WOMEN, WHO MIGHT BE HIS HEIR. 5 AND HE WAS VERY SAD ON ACCOUNT OF THIS, AND ONE DAY HE ASSEMBLED THE ASTROLOGERS AND THE LEARNED MEN AND THE WIZARDS AND EXPLAINED TO THEM HIS CONDITION AND THE MATTER OF HIS BARRENNESS. 6 AND THEY SAID TO HIM, 'GO, SACRIFICE TO THE GODS AND BESEECH THEM THAT PERCHANCE THEY MAY PROVIDE THEE WITH A BOY.' 7 AND HE DID AS THEY TOLD HIM AND OFFERED SACRIFICES TO THE IDOLS, AND BESOUGHT THEM AND IMPLORED THEM WITH REQUEST, AND ENTREATY. 8 AND THEY ANSWERED HIM NOT ONE WORD. AND HE WENT AWAY SORROWFUL AND DEJECTED, DEPARTING WITH A PAIN AT HIS HEART. 9 AND HE RETURNED, AND IMPLORED THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], AND BELIEVED, BESEECHING HIM WITH A BURNING IN HIS HEART, SAYING, 'O MOST HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], O [TRUE] CREATOR OF THE HEAVENS AND OF THE EARTH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], O [TRUE] CREATOR OF ALL CREATED THINGS [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]! 10 I BESEECH THEE TO GIVE ME A BOY, THAT I MAY BE CONSOLED BY HIM THAT HE MAY BE PRESENT AT MY HEATH, THAT HE MAY CLOSE MY EYES, AND THAT HE MAY BURY ME.' 11 THEN THERE CAME TO HIM A VOICE SAYING, 'INASMUCH AS THOU HAST RELIED FIRST OF ALL ON GRAVEN IMAGES, AND HAST OFFERED SACRIFICES TO THEM, FOR THIS REASON THOU SHALT REMAIN CHILDLESS THY LIFE LONG. 12 BUT TAKE NADAN THY SISTER'S SON, AND MAKE HIM THY CHILD AND TEACH HIM THY LEARNING AND THY GOOD BREEDING, AND AT THY DEATH HE SHALL BURY THEE.' 13 THEREUPON HE TOOK NADAN HIS SISTER'S SON, WHO WAS A LITTLE SUCKLING. AND HE HANDED HIM OVER TO EIGHT WET-NURSES, THAT THEY MIGHT SUCKLE HIM AND BRING HIM UP. 14 AND THEY BROUGHT HIM UP WITH GOOD FOOD AND GENTLE TRAINING AND SILKEN CLOTHING, AND PURPLE AND CRIMSON. AND HE WAS SEATED UPON COUCHES OF SILK. 15 AND WHEN NADAN GREW BIG AND WALKED, SHOOTING UP LIKE A TALL CEDAR, HE TAUGHT HIM GOOD MANNERS AND WRITING AND SCIENCE AND PHILOSOPHY. 16 AND AFTER MANY DAYS KING SENNACHERIB LOOKED AT HAIQÂR AND SAW THAT HE HAD GROWN VERY OLD, AND MOREOVER HE SAID TO HIM. 17 'O MY HONOURED FRIEND, THE SKILFUL, THE TRUSTY, THE WISE, THE GOVERNOR, MY SECRETARY, MY VIZIER, MY CHANCELLOR AND DIRECTOR; VERILY THOU ART GROWN VERY OLD AND WEIGHTED WITH YEARS; AND THY DEPARTURE FROM THIS WORLD MUST BE NEAR. 18 TELL ME WHO SHALL HAVE A PLACE IN MY SERVICE AFTER THEE.' AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD, MAY THY HEAD LIVE FOR EVER! THERE IS NADAN MY SISTER'S SON, I HAVE MADE HIM MY CHILD. 19 AND I HAVE BROUGHT HIM UP AND TAUGHT HIM MY WISDOM AND MY KNOWLEDGE.' 20 AND THE KING SAID TO HIM, 'O HAIQÂR! BRING HIM TO MY PRESENCE, THAT I MAY SEE HIM, AND IF I FIND HIM SUITABLE, PUT HIM IN THY PLACE; AND THOU SHALT GO THY WAY, TO TAKE A REST AND TO LIVE THE REMAINDER OF THY LIFE IN SWEET REPOSE.' 21 THEN HAIQÂR WENT AND PRESENTED NADAN HIS SISTER'S SON. AND HE DID HOMAGE AND WISHED HIM POWER AND HONOUR. 22 AND HE LOOKED AT HIM AND ADMIRED HIM AND REJOICED IN HIM AND SAID TO HAIQÂR: 'IS THIS THY SON, O HAIQÂR? I PRAY THAT GOD MAY PRESERVE HIM. AND AS THOU HAST SERVED ME AND MY FATHER SARHADUM SO MAY THIS BOY OF THINE SERVE ME AND FULFIL MY UNDERTAKINGS, MY NEEDS, AND MY BUSINESS, SO THAT I MAY HONOUR HIM AND MAKE HIM POWERFUL FOR THY SAKE.' 23 AND HAIQÂR DID OBEISANCE TO THE KING AND SAID TO HIM, 'MAY THY HEAD LIVE, O MY LORD THE KING, FOR EVER! I SEEK FROM THEE THAT THOU MAYST BE PATIENT WITH MY BOY NADAN AND FORGIVE HIS MISTAKES THAT HE MAY SERVE THEE AS IT IS FITTING.' 24 THEN THE KING SWORE TO HIM THAT HE WOULD MAKE HIM THE GREATEST OF HIS FAVOURITES, AND THE MOST POWERFUL OF HIS FRIENDS, AND THAT HE SHOULD BE WITH HIM IN ALL HONOUR AND RESPECT. AND HE KISSED HIS HANDS AND BADE HIM FAREWELL. 25 AND HE TOOK NADAN. HIS SISTER'S SON WITH HIM AND SEATED HIM IN A PARLOUR AND SET ABOUT TEACHING HIM NIGHT AND DAY TILL HE HAD CRAMMED HIM WITH WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE MORE THAN WITH BREAD AND WATER.
CHAPTER 2
A "POOR RICHARD'S ALMANAC" OF ANCIENT DAYS. IMMORTAL PRECEPTS OF HUMAN [SEXLESS] CONDUCT CONCERNING MONEY, WOMEN, DRESS, BUSINESS, FRIENDS. ESPECIALLY INTERESTING PROVERBS ARE FOUND IN VERSES 12, 17, 23, 37, 45, 47. COMPARE VERSE 63 WITH SOME OF THE CYNICISM OF TODAY.
1 THUS, HE TAUGHT HIM, SAYING: 'O MY SON! HEAR MY SPEECH AND FOLLOW MY ADVICE AND REMEMBER WHAT I SAY. 2 O MY SON! IF THOU HEAREST A WORD, LET IT DIE IN THY HEART, AND REVEAL IT NOT TO ANOTHER, LEST IT BECOME A LIVE COAL AND BURN THY TONGUE AND CAUSE A PAIN IN THY BODY, AND THOU GAIN A REPROACH, AND ART SHAMED BEFORE GOD AND MAN. 3 O MY SON! IF THOU HAST HEARD A REPORT, SPREAD IT NOT; AND IF THOU HAST SEEN SOMETHING, TELL IT NOT. 4 O MY SON! MAKE THY ELOQUENCE EASY TO THE LISTENER, AND BE NOT HASTY TO RETURN AN ANSWER. 5 O MY SON! WHEN THOU HAST HEARD ANYTHING, HIDE IT NOT. 6 O MY SON! LOOSE NOT A SEALED KNOT, NOR UNTIE IT, AND SEAL NOT A LOOSENED KNOT. 7 O MY SON! COVET NOT OUTWARD BEAUTY, FOR IT WANES AND PASSES AWAY, BUT AN HONOURABLE REMEMBRANCE LASTS FOR AYE. 8 O MY SON! LET NOT A SILLY WOMAN DECEIVE THEE WITH HER SPEECH, LEST THOU DIE THE MOST MISERABLE OF DEATHS, AND SHE ENTANGLE THEE IN THE NET TILL THOU ART ENSNARED. 9 O MY SON! [SEXUALLY] DESIRE NOT A WOMAN BEDIZENED WITH DRESS AND WITH OINTMENTS, WHO IS DESPICABLE AND SILLY IN HER SOUL. WOE O THEE IF THOU BESTOW ON HER ANYTHING THAT IS THINE, OR COMMIT TO HER WHAT IS IN THINE HAND AND SHE ENTICE THEE INTO [SEXUAL] SIN, AND GOD BE WROTH WITH THEE. 10 O MY SON! BE NOT LIKE THE ALMOND-TREE, FOR IT BRINGS FORTH LEAVES BEFORE ALL THE TREES, AND EDIBLE FRUIT AFTER THEM ALL, BUT BE LIKE THE MULBERRY-TREE, WHICH BRINGS FORTH EDIBLE FRUIT BEFORE ALL THE TREES, AND LEAVES AFTER THEM ALL. 11 O MY SON! BEND THY HEAD LOW DOWN, AND SOFTEN THY VOICE, AND BE COURTEOUS, AND WALK IN THE STRAIGHT PATH, AND BE NOT FOOLISH. AND RAISE NOT THY VOICE WHEN THOU LAUGHEST FOR IF IT WERE BY A LOUD VOICE THAT A HOUSE WAS BUILT, THE ASS WOULD BUILD MANY HOUSES EVERY DAY; AND IF IT WERE BY DINT OF STRENGTH THAT THE PLOUGH WAS DRIVEN, THE PLOUGH WOULD NEVER BE REMOVED FROM UNDER THE SHOULDERS OF THE CAMELS. 12 O MY SON! THE REMOVING OF STONES WITH A WISE MAN IS BETTER THAN THE DRINKING OF WINE WITH A SORRY MAN. 13 O MY SON! POUR OUT THY WINE ON THE TOMBS OF THE JUST, AND DRINK NOT WITH IGNORANT, CONTEMPTIBLE PEOPLE. 14 O MY SON! CLEAVE TO WISE MEN WHO FEAR GOD AND BE LIKE THEM, AND GO NOT NEAR THE IGNORANT, LEST THOU BECOME LIKE HIM AND LEARN HIS WAYS. 15 O MY SON! WHEN THOU HAST GOT THEE A COMRADE OR A FRIEND, TRY HIM, AND AFTERWARDS MAKE HIM A COMRADE AND A FRIEND; AND DO NOT PRAISE HIM WITHOUT A TRIAL; AND DO NOT SPOIL THY SPEECH WITH A MAN WHO LACKS WISDOM. 16 O MY SON! WHILE A SHOE STAYS ON THY FOOT, WALK WITH IT ON THE THORNS, AND MAKE A ROAD FOR THY SON, AND FOR THY HOUSEHOLD AND THY CHILDREN, AND MAKE THY SHIP TAUT BEFORE SHE GOES ON THE SEA AND ITS WAVES AND SINKS AND CANNOT HE [BE] SAVED. 17 O MY SON! IF THE RICH MAN, EAT A SNAKE, THEY SAY, "IT IS BY HIS WISDOM," AND IF A POOR MAN, EAT IT, THE PEOPLE SAY, "FROM HIS HUNGER." 18 O MY SON! HE [IS] CONTENT WITH THY DAILY BREAD AND THY GOODS, AND COVET NOT WHAT IS ANOTHER'S. 19 O MY SON! BE NOT NEIGHBOUR TO THE FOOL, AND EAT NOT BREAD WITH HIM, AND REJOICE NOT IN THE CALAMITIES OF THY NEIGHBOURS. IF THINE ENEMY WRONG THEE, SHOW HIM KINDNESS. 20 O MY SON! A MAN WHO FEARS GOD DO THOU FEAR HIM AND HONOUR HIM. 21 O MY SON! THE IGNORANT MAN FALLS AND STUMBLES, AND THE WISE MAN, EVEN IF HE STUMBLES, HE IS NOT SHAKEN, AND EVEN IF HE FALLS, HE GETS UP QUICKLY, AND IF HE IS SICK, HE CAN TAKE CARE OF HIS LIFE. BUT AS FOR THE IGNORANT, STUPID MAN, FOR HIS DISEASE THERE IS NO DRUG. 22 O MY SON! IF A MAN, APPROACH THEE, WHO IS INFERIOR TO THYSELF, GO FORWARD TO MEET HIM, AND REMAIN STANDING, AND IF HE CANNOT RECOMPENSE THEE, HIS LORD WILL RECOMPENSE THEE FOR HIM. 23 O MY SON! SPARE NOT TO BEAT THY SON, FOR THE DRUBBING OF THY SON IS LIKE MANURE TO THE GARDEN, AND LIKE TYING THE MOUTH OF A PURSE, AND LIKE THE TETHERING OF BEASTS, AND LIKE THE BOLTING OF THE DOOR. 24 O MY SON! RESTRAIN THY SON FROM WICKEDNESS, AND TEACH HIM MANNERS BEFORE HE REBELS AGAINST THEE AND BRINGS THEE INTO CONTEMPT AMONGST THE PEOPLE AND THOU HANG THY HEAD IN THE STREETS AND THE ASSEMBLIES AND THOU BE PUNISHED FOR THE EVIL OF HIS WICKED [SEXUAL] DEEDS. 25 O MY SON! GET THEE A FAT OX WITH A FORESKIN, AND AN ASS GREAT WITH ITS HOOFS, AND GET NOT AN OX WITH LARGE HORNS, NOR MAKE FRIENDS WITH A TRICKY MAN, NOR GET A [SEXUALLY] QUARRELSOME SLAVE, NOR A THIEVISH HANDMAID, FOR EVERYTHING WHICH THOU COMMITTEST TO THEM THEY WILL [SEXUALLY] RUIN. 26 O MY SON! LET NOT THY PARENTS CURSE THEE, AND THE LORD BE PLEASED WITH THEM; FOR IT HATH BEEN SAID, "HE WHO DESPISETH HIS FATHER OR HIS MOTHER LET HIM DIE THE DEATH (I MEAN THE DEATH OF [SEXUAL] SIN); AND HE WHO HONOURETH HIS PARENTS SHALL PROLONG HIS DAYS AND HIS LIFE AND SHALL SEE ALL THAT IS GOOD." 27 O MY SON! WALK NOT ON THE ROAD WITHOUT WEAPONS, FOR THOU KNOWEST NOT WHEN THE FOE MAY MEET THEE, SO THAT THOU MAYST BE READY FOR HIM. 28 O MY SON! BE NOT LIKE A BARE, LEAFLESS TREE THAT DOTH NOT GROW, BUT BE LIKE A TREE COVERED WITH ITS LEAVES AND ITS BOUGHS; FOR THE MAN WHO HAS NEITHER WIFE NOR CHILDREN IS DISGRACED IN THE WORLD AND IS HATED BY THEM, LIKE A LEAFLESS AND FRUITLESS TREE. 29 O MY SON! BE LIKE A FRUITFUL TREE ON THE ROADSIDE, WHOSE FRUIT IS EATEN BY ALL WHO PASS BY, AND THE BEASTS OF THE DESERT REST UNDER ITS SHADE AND EAT OF ITS LEAVES. 30 O MY SON! EVERY SHEEP THAT WANDERS FROM ITS PATH AND ITS COMPANIONS BECOMES FOOD FOR THE WOLF. 31 O MY SON! SAY NOT, "MY LORD IS A FOOL AND I AM WISE," AND RELATE NOT THE SPEECH OF IGNORANCE AND FOLLY, LEST THOU BE DESPISED BY HIM. 32 O MY SON! BE NOT ONE OF THOSE SERVANTS, TO WHOM THEIR LORDS SAY, "GET AWAY FROM US," BUT BE ONE OF THOSE TO WHOM THEY SAY, "APPROACH AND COME NEAR TO US." 33 O MY SON! CARESS NOT THY SLAVE IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS COMPANION, FOR THOU KNOWEST NOT WHICH OF THEM SHALL BE OF MOST VALUE TO THEE IN THE END. 34 O MY SON! BE NOT AFRAID OF THY LORD WHO CREATED THEE, LEST HE BE SILENT TO THEE. 35 O MY SON! MAKE THY SPEECH FAIR AND SWEETEN THY TONGUE; AND PERMIT NOT THY COMPANION TO TREAD ON THY FOOT, LEST HE TREAD AT ANOTHER TIME ON THY BREAST. 36 O MY SON! IF THOU BEAT A WISE MAN WITH A WORD OF WISDOM, IT WILL LURK IN HIS BREAST LIKE A SUBTLE SENSE OF SHAME; BUT IF THOU DRUB THE IGNORANT WITH A STICK, HE WILL NEITHER UNDERSTAND NOR HEAR. 37 O MY SON! IF THOU SEND A WISE MAN FOR THY NEEDS, DO NOT GIVE HIM MANY ORDERS, FOR HE WILL DO THY BUSINESS AS THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST: AND IF THOU SEND A FOOL, DO NOT ORDER HIM, BUT GO THYSELF AND DO THY BUSINESS, FOR IF THOU ORDER HIM, HE WILL NOT DO WHAT THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST. IF THEY SEND THEE ON BUSINESS, HASTEN TO FULFIL IT QUICKLY. 38 O MY SON! MAKE NOT AN ENEMY OF A MAN STRONGER THAN THYSELF, FOR HE WILL TAKE THY MEASURE, AND HIS REVENGE ON THEE. 39 O MY SON! MAKE TRIAL OF THY SON, AND OF THY SERVANT, BEFORE THOU COMMITTEST THY BELONGINGS TO THEM, LEST THEY MAKE AWAY WITH THEM; FOR HE WHO HATH A FULL HAND IS CALLED WISE, EVEN IF HE BE STUPID AND IGNORANT, AND HE WHO HATH AN EMPTY HAND IS CALLED POOR, IGNORANT, EVEN IF HE BE THE PRINCE OF SAGES. 40 O MY SON! I HAVE EATEN A COLOCYNTH, AND SWALLOWED ALOES, AND I HAVE FOUND NOTHING MORE BITTER THAN POVERTY AND SCARCITY. 41 O MY SON! TEACH THY SON FRUGALITY AND HUNGER, THAT HE MAY DO WELL IN THE MANAGEMENT OF HIS HOUSEHOLD. 42 O MY SON! TEACH NOT TO THE IGNORANT THE LANGUAGE OF WISE MEN, FOR IT WILL BE BURDENSOME TO HIM. 43 O MY SON! DISPLAY NOT THY CONDITION TO THY FRIEND, LEST THOU BE DESPISED BY HIM. 44 O MY SON! THE BLINDNESS OF THE HEART IS MORE GRIEVOUS THAN THE BLINDNESS OF THE EYES, FOR THE BLINDNESS OF THE EYES MAY BE GUIDED LITTLE BY LITTLE, BUT THE BLINDNESS OF THE HEART IS NOT GUIDED, AND IT LEAVES THE STRAIGHT PATH, AND GOES IN A CROOKED WAY. 45 O MY SON! THE STUMBLING OF A MAN WITH HIS FOOT IS BETTER THAN THE STUMBLING OF A N WITH HIS TONGUE. 46 O MY SON! A FRIEND WHO IS NEAR IS BETTER THAN A MORE EXCELLENT BROTHER WHO IS FAR AWAY. 47 O MY SON! BEAUTY FADES BUT LEARNING LASTS, AND THE WORLD WANES AND BECOMES VAIN, BUT A GOOD NAME NEITHER BECOMES VAIN NOR WANES. 48 O MY SON! THE MAN WHO HATH NO REST, HIS DEATH WAS BETTER THAN HIS LIFE; AND THE SOUND OF WEEPING IS BETTER THAN THE SOUND OF SINGING; FOR SORROW AND WEEPING, IF THE FEAR OF GOD BE IN THEM, ARE BETTER THAN THE SOUND OF SINGING AND REJOICING. 49 O MY CHILD! THE THIGH OF A FROG IN THY HAND IS BETTER THAN A GOOSE IN THE POT OF THY NEIGHBOUR; AND A SHEEP NEAR THEE IS BETTER THAN AN OX FAR AWAY; AND A SPARROW IN THY HAND IS BETTER THAN A THOUSAND SPARROWS FLYING, AND POVERTY WHICH GATHERS IS BETTER THAN THE SCATTERING OF MUCH PROVISION; AND A LIVING FOX IS BETTER THAN A DEAD LION; AND A POUND OF WOOL IS BETTER THAN A POUND OF WEALTH, I MEAN OF GOLD AND SILVER; FOR THE GOLD AND THE SILVER ARE HIDDEN AND COVERED UP IN THE EARTH, AND ARE NOT SEEN; BUT THE WOOL STAYS IN THE MARKETS AND IT IS SEEN, AND IT IS A BEAUTY TO HIM WHO WEARS IT. 50 O MY SON! A SMALL FORTUNE IS BETTER THAN A SCATTERED FORTUNE. 51 O MY SON! A LIVING DOG IS BETTER THAN A DEAD POOR MAN. 52 O MY SON! A POOR MAN WHO DOES RIGHT IS BETTER THAN A RICH MAN WHO IS DEAD IN [SEXUAL] SINS. 53 O MY SON! KEEP A WORD IN THY HEART, AND IT SHALL BE MUCH TO THEE, AND BEWARE LOST THOU REVEAL THE SECRET OF THY FRIEND. 54 O MY SON! LET NOT A WORD ISSUE FROM THY MOUTH TILL THOU HAST TAKEN [SEXLESS] COUNSEL WITH THY HEART. AND STAND NOT BETWIXT PERSONS [SEXUALLY] QUARRELLING, BECAUSE FROM A BAD WORD THERE COMES A [SEXUAL] QUARREL, AND FROM A [SEXUAL] QUARREL THERE COMES WAR, AND FROM WAR THERE COMES [SEXUAL] FIGHTING [ACTS 7:26-28], AND THOU WILT BE FORCED TO BEAR WITNESS; BUT RUN FROM THENCE AND REST THYSELF. 55 O MY SON! WITHSTAND NOT A MAN STRONGER THAN THYSELF, BUT GET THEE A PATIENT SPIRIT, AND ENDURANCE AND AN UPRIGHT [SEXLESS] CONDUCT, FOR THERE IS NOTHING MORE EXCELLENT THAN THAT. 56 O MY SON! HATE NOT THY FIRST FRIEND, FOR THE SECOND ONE MAY NOT LAST. 57 O MY SON! VISIT THE POOR IN HIS AFFLICTION, AND SPEAK OF HIM IN THE SULTAN'S PRESENCE, AND DO THY DILIGENCE TO SAVE HIM FROM THE MOUTH OF THE LION. 58 O MY SON! REJOICE NOT IN THE DEATH OF THINE ENEMY, FOR AFTER A LITTLE WHILE THOU SHALT BE HIS NEIGHBOUR, AND HIM WHO MOCKS THEE DO THOU RESPECT AND HONOUR AND BE BEFOREHAND WITH HIM IN GREETING. 59 O MY SON! IF WATER WOULD STAND STILL IN HEAVEN, AND A BLACK CROW BECOME WHITE, AND MYRRH GROW SWEET AS HONEY, THEN IGNORANT MEN AND FOOLS MIGHT UNDERSTAND AND BECOME WISE. 60 O MY SON! IF THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO BE WISE, RESTRAIN THY TONGUE FROM LYING, AND THY HAND FROM STEALING, AND THINE EYES FROM BEHOLDING EVIL; THEN THOU WILT BE CALLED WISE. 61 O MY SON! LET THE WISE MAN BEAT THEE WITH A ROD, BUT LET NOT THE FOOL ANOINT THEE WITH SWEET SALVE. BE HUMBLE IN THY YOUTH AND THOU SHALT BE HONOURED IN THINE OLD AGE. 62 O MY SON! WITHSTAND NOT A MAN IN THE DAYS OF HIS POWER, NOR A RIVER IN THE DAYS OF ITS FLOOD. 63 O MY SON! BE NOT HASTY IN THE WEDDING OF A WIFE, FOR IF IT TURNS OUT WELL, SHE WILL SAY, 'MY LORD, MAKE PROVISION FOR ME'; AND IF IT TURNS OUT ILL, SHE WILL RATE AT HIM WHO WAS THE CAUSE OF IT. 64 O MY SON! WHOSOEVER IS ELEGANT IN HIS DRESS, HE IS THE SAME IN HIS SPEECH; AND HE WHO HAS A MEAN APPEARANCE IN HIS DRESS, HE ALSO IS THE SAME IN HIS SPEECH. 65 O MY SON! IF THOU HAST COMMITTED A THEFT, MAKE IT KNOWN TO THE SULTAN, AND GIVE HIM A SHARE OF IT, THAT THOU MAYST BE DELIVERED FROM HIM, FOR OTHERWISE THOU WILT ENDURE BITTERNESS. 66 O MY SON! MAKE A FRIEND OF THE MAN WHOSE HAND IS SATISFIED AND FILLED, AND MAKE NO FRIEND OF THE MAN WHOSE HAND IS CLOSED AND HUNGRY. 67 THERE ARE FOUR THINGS IN WHICH NEITHER THE KING NOR HIS ARMY CAN BE SECURE: OPPRESSION BY THE VIZIER, AND BAD GOVERNMENT, AND PERVERSION OF THE WILL, AND TYRANNY OVER THE SUBJECT; AND FOUR THINGS WHICH CANNOT BE HIDDEN: THE PRUDENT, AND THE FOOLISH, AND THE RICH, AND THE POOR.'
CHAPTER 3
AHIKAR RETIRES FROM ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN AFFAIRS OF STATE. HE TURNS OVER HIS POSSESSIONS TO HIS TREACHEROUS NEPHEW. HERE IS THE AMAZING STORY OF HOW A THANKLESS PROFLIGATE TURNS FORGERER. A CLEVER [SEXUAL] PLOT TO ENTANGLE AHIKAR RESULTS IN HIS BEING CONDEMNED TO DEATH. APPARENTLY, THE END OF AHIKAR.
1 THUS SPAKE HAIQÂR, AND WHEN HE HAD FINISHED THESE INJUNCTIONS AND PROVERBS TO NADAN, HIS SISTER'S SON, HE IMAGINED THAT HE WOULD KEEP THEM ALL, AND HE KNEW NOT THAT INSTEAD OF THAT HE WAS DISPLAYING TO HIM WEARINESS AND CONTEMPT AND MOCKERY. 2 THEREAFTER HAIQÂR SAT STILL IN HIS HOUSE AND DELIVERED OVER TO NADAN ALL HIS GOODS, AND THE SLAVES, AND THE HANDMAIDENS, AND THE HORSES, AND THE CATTLE, AND EVERYTHING ELSE THAT HE HAD POSSESSED AND GAINED; AND THE POWER OF BIDDING AND OF FORBIDDING REMAINED IN THE HAND OF NADAN. 3 AND HAIQÂR SAT AT REST IN HIS HOUSE, AND EVERY NOW AND THEN HAIQÂR WENT AND PAID HIS RESPECTS TO THE KING, AND RETURNED HOME. 4 NOW WHEN NADAN PERCEIVED THAT THE POWER OF BIDDING AND OF FORBIDDING WAS IN HIS OWN HAND, HE DESPISED THE POSITION OF HAIQÂR AND SCOFFED AT HIM, AND SET ABOUT BLAMING HIM WHENEVER HE APPEARED, SAYING, 'MY UNCLE HAIQÂR IS IN HIS DOTAGE, AND HE KNOWS NOTHING NOW.' 5 AND HE BEGAN TO BEAT THE SLAVES AND THE HANDMAIDENS, AND TO SELL THE HORSES AND THE CAMELS AND BE SPENDTHRIFT WITH ALL THAT HIS UNCLE HAIQÂR HAD OWNED. 6 AND WHEN HAIQÂR SAW THAT HE HAD NO COMPASSION ON HIS SERVANTS NOR ON HIS HOUSEHOLD, HE AROSE AND CHASED HIM FROM HIS HOUSE, AND SENT TO INFORM THE KING THAT HE HAD SCATTERED HIS POSSESSIONS AND HIS PROVISION. 7 AND THE KING AROSE AND CALLED NADAN AND SAID TO HIM: 'WHILST HAIQÂR REMAINS IN HEALTH, NO ONE SHALL RULE OVER HIS GOODS, NOR OVER HIS HOUSEHOLD, NOR OVER HIS POSSESSIONS.' 8 AND THE HAND OF NADAN WAS LIFTED OFF FROM HIS UNCLE HAIQÂR AND FROM ALL HIS GOODS, AND IN THE MEANTIME, HE WENT NEITHER IN NOR OUT, NOR DID HE GREET HIM. 9 THEREUPON HAIQÂR REPENTED HIM OF HIS TOIL WITH NADAN HIS SISTER'S SON, AND HE CONTINUED TO BE VERY SORROWFUL. 10 AND NADAN HAD A YOUNGER BROTHER NAMED BENUZÂRDÂN, SO HAIQÂR TOOK HIM TO HIMSELF IN PLACE OF NADAN, AND BROUGHT UP AND HONOURED HIM WITH THE UTMOST HONOUR. AND HE DELIVERED OVER TO HIM ALL THAT HE POSSESSED, AND MADE HIM GOVERNOR OF HIS HOUSE. 11 NOW WHEN NADAN PERCEIVED WHAT HAD HAPPENED HE WAS SEIZED WITH ENVY AND JEALOUSY, AND HE BEGAN TO COMPLAIN TO EVERY ONE WHO QUESTIONED HIM, AND TO MOCK HIS, UNCLE HAIQÂR, SAYING: 'MY UNCLE HAS CHASED ME FROM HIS HOUSE, AND HAS PREFERRED MY BROTHER TO ME, BUT IF THE MOSTHIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] GIVE ME THE POWER, I SHALL BRING UPON HIM THE MISFORTUNE OF BEING KILLED.' 12 AND NADAN CONTINUED TO MEDITATE AS TO THE STUMBLING-BLOCK HE MIGHT CONTRIVE FOR HIM. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] AND AFTER A WHILE NADAN TURNED IT OVER IN HIS MIND, AND WROTE A LETTER TO ACHISH, SON OF SHAH THE WISE, KING OF PERSIA, SAYING THUS: 13 'PEACE AND HEALTH AND MIGHT AND HONOUR FROM SENNACHERIB KING OF ASSYRIA AND NINEVEH, AND FROM HIS VIZIER AND HIS SECRETARY HAIQÂR UNTO THEE, O GREAT KING! LET THERE BE PENCE BETWEEN THEE AND ME. 14 AND WHEN THIS LETTER REACHES THEE, IF THOU WILT ARISE AND GO QUICKLY TO THE PLAIN OF NISRÎN, AND TO ASSYRIA, AND NINEVEH, I WILL DELIVER UP THE KINGDOM TO THEE WITHOUT WAR AND WITHOUT BATTLE-ARRAY.' 15 AND HE WROTE ALSO ANOTHER LETTER IN THE NAME OF HAIQÂR TO PHARAOH KING OF EGYPT. 'LET THERE BE PEACE BETWEEN THEE AND ME, O MIGHTY KING! 16 IF AT THE TIME OF THIS LETTER REACHING THEE, THOU WILT ARISE AND GO TO ASSYRIA AND NINEVEH TO THE PLAIN OF NISRÎN, I WILL DELIVER UP TO THEE THE KINGDOM WITHOUT WAR AND WITHOUT FIGHTING.' 17 AND THE WRITING OF NADAN WAS LIKE TO THE WRITING OF HIS UNCLE HAIQÂR. 18 THEN HE FOLDED THE TWO LETTERS, AND SEALED THEM WITH THE SEAL OF HIS UNCLE HAIQÂR; THEY WERE NEVERTHELESS IN THE KING'S PALACE. 19 THEN HE WENT AND WROTE A LETTER LIKEWISE FROM THE KING TO HIS UNCLE HAIQÂR: 'PEACE AND HEALTH TO MY VIZIER, MY SECRETARY, MY CHANCELLOR, HAIQÂR. 20 O HAIQÂR, WHEN THIS LETTER REACHES THEE, ASSEMBLE ALL THE SOLDIERS WHO ARE WITH THEE, AND LET THEM BE PERFECT IN CLOTHING AND IN NUMBERS, AND BRING THEM TO ME ON THE FIFTH DAY IN THE PLAIN OF NISRÎN. 21 AND WHEN THOU SHALT SEE ME THERE COMING TOWARDS THEE, HASTE AND MAKE THE ARMY MOVE AGAINST ME AS AN ENEMY WHO WOULD FIGHT WITH ME, FOR I HAVE WITH ME THE AMBASSADORS OF PHARAOH KING OF EGYPT, THAT THEY MAY SEE THE STRENGTH OF OUR ARMY AND MAY FEAR US, FOR THEY ARE OUR ENEMIES AND THEY HATE US.' 22 THEN HE SEALED THE LETTER AND SENT IT TO HAIQÂR BY ONE OF THE KING'S SERVANTS. AND HE TOOK THE OTHER LETTER WHICH HE HAD WRITTEN AND SPREAD IT BEFORE THE KING AND READ IT TO HIM AND SHOWED HIM THE SEAL. 23 AND WHEN THE KING HEARD WHAT WAS IN THE LETTER HE WAS PERPLEXED WITH A GREAT PERPLEXITY AND WAS WROTH WITH A GREAT AND FIERCE WRATH, AND SAID, 'AH, I HAVE SHOWN MY WISDOM! WHAT HAVE I DONE TO HAIQÂR THAT HE HAS WRITTEN THESE LETTERS TO MY ENEMIES? IS THIS MY RECOMPENSE FROM HIM FOR MY BENEFITS TO HIM?' 24 AND NADAN SAID TO HIM, 'BE NOT GRIEVED, O KING! NOR BE WROTH, BUT LET US GO TO THE PLAIN OF NISRÎN AND SEE IF THE TALE BE TRUE OR NOT.' 25 THEN NADAN AROSE ON THE FIFTH DAY AND TOOK THE KING AND THE SOLDIERS AND THE VIZIER, AND THEY WENT TO THE DESERT TO THE PLAIN OF NISRÎN. AND THE KING LOOKED, AND LO! HAIQÂR AND THE ARMY WERE SET IN ARRAY. 26 AND WHEN HAIQÂR SAW THAT THE KING WAS THERE, HE APPROACHED AND SIGNALLED TO THE ARMY TO MOVE AS IN WAR AND TO FIGHT IN ARRAY AGAINST THE KING AS IT HAD BEEN FOUND IN THE LETTER, HE NOT KNOWING WHAT A PIT NADAN HAD DIGGED FOR HIM. 27 AND WHEN THE KING SAW THE ACT OF HAIQÂR HE WAS SEIZED WITH ANXIETY AND TERROR AND PERPLEXITY, AND WAS WROTH WITH A GREAT WRATH. 28 AND NADAN SAID TO HIM, 'HAST THOU SEEN, O MY LORD THE KING! WHAT THIS WRETCH HAS DONE? BUT BE NOT THOU WROTH AND BE NOT GRIEVED NOR PAINED, BUT GO TO THY HOUSE AND SIT ON THY THRONE, AND I WILL BRING [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] HAIQÂR TO THEE BOUND AND CHAINED WITH CHAINS, AND I WILL CHASE AWAY THINE ENEMY FROM THEE WITHOUT TOIL.' 29 AND THE KING RETURNED TO HIS THRONE, BEING [SEXLESSLY] PROVOKED ABOUT HAIQÂR, AND DID NOTHING CONCERNING HIM. AND NADAN WENT TO HAIQÂR AND SAID TO HIM, 'W’ALLAH, O MY UNCLE! THE KING VERILY REJOICETH IN THEE WITH GREAT JOY AND THANKS THEE FOR HAVING DONE WHAT HE COMMANDED THEE. 30 AND NOW HE HATH SENT ME TO THEE THAT THOU MAYST DISMISS THE SOLDIERS TO THEIR DUTIES AND COME THYSELF TO HIM WITH THY HANDS BOUND BEHIND THEE, AND THY FEET CHAINED, THAT THE AMBASSADORS OF PHARAOH MAY SEE THIS, AND THAT THE KING MAY BE FEARED BY THEM AND BY THEIR KING.' 31 THEN ANSWERED HAIQÂR AND SAID, 'TO HEAR IS TO OBEY.' AND HE AROSE STRAIGHTWAY AND BOUND HIS HANDS BEHIND HIM, AND CHAINED HIS FEET. 32 AND NADAN TOOK HIM AND WENT WITH HIM TO THE KING. AND WHEN HAIQÂR ENTERED THE KING'S PRESENCE HE DID OBEISANCE BEFORE HIM ON THE GROUND, AND WISHED FOR POWER AND PERPETUAL LIFE TO THE KING. 33 THEN SAID THE KING, 'O HAIQÂR, MY SECRETARY, THE GOVERNOR OF MY AFFAIRS, MY CHANCELLOR, THE RULER OF MY STATE, TELL ME WHAT EVIL HAVE I DONE TO THEE THAT THOU HAST REWARDED ME BY THIS UGLY DEED.' 34 THEN THEY SHOWED HIM THE LETTERS IN HIS WRITING AND WITH HIS SEAL. AND WHEN HAIQÂR SAW THIS, HIS LIMBS TREMBLED AND HIS TONGUE WAS TIED AT ONCE, AND HE WAS UNABLE TO SPEAK A WORD FROM FEAR; BUT HE HUNG HIS HEAD TOWARDS THE EARTH AND WAS DUMB. 35 AND WHEN THE KING SAW THIS, HE FELT CERTAIN THAT THE THING WAS FROM HIM, AND HE STRAIGHTWAY AROSE AND COMMANDED THEM TO KILL HAIQÂR, AND TO STRIKE HIS NECK WITH THE SWORD OUTSIDE OF THE CITY. 36 THEN NADAN SCREAMED AND SAID, 'O HAIQÂR, O BLACKFACE! WHAT AVAILS THEE THY MEDITATION OR THY POWER IN THE DOING OF THIS DEED TO THE KING?' 37 THUS SAYS THE STORY-TELLER. AND THE NAME OF THE SWORDSMAN WAS ABU SAMÎK. AND THE KING SAID TO HIM, 'O SWORDSMAN! ARISE, GO, CLEAVE THE NECK OF HAIQÂR AT THE DOOR OF HIS HOUSE, AND CAST AWAY HIS HEAD FROM HIS BODY A HUNDRED CUBITS.' 38 THEN HAIQÂR KNELT BEFORE THE KING, AND SAID, 'LET MY LORD THE KING LIVE FOR EVER! AND IF THOU [SEXUALLY] DESIRE TO SLAY ME, LET THY WISH BE FULFILLED; AND I KNOW THAT I AM NOT GUILTY, BUT THE WICKED MAN BAS TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF HIS WICKEDNESS; NEVERTHELESS, O MY LORD THE KING! I BEG OF THEE AND OF THY FRIENDSHIP, PERMIT THE SWORDSMAN TO GIVE MY BODY TO MY SLAVES, THAT THEY MAY BURY ME, AND LET THY SLAVE BE THY SACRIFICE.' 39 THE KING AROSE AND COMMANDED THE SWORDSMAN TO DO WITH HIM ACCORDING TO HIS [SEXLESS] DESIRE. 40 AND HE STRAIGHTWAY COMMANDED HIS SERVANTS TO TAKE HAIQÂR AND THE SWORDSMAN AND GO WITH HIM NAKED THAT THEY MIGHT SLAY HIM. 41 AND WHEN HAIQÂR KNEW FOR CERTAIN THAT HE WAS TO BE SLAIN HE SENT TO HIS WIFE, AND SAID TO HER, 'COME OUT AND MEET ME, AND LET THERE BE WITH THEE A THOUSAND YOUNG VIRGINS, AND DRESS THEM IN GOWNS OF PURPLE AND SILK THAT THEY MAY WEEP FOR ME BEFORE MY DEATH. 42 AND PREPARE A TABLE FOR THE SWORDSMAN AND FOR HIS SERVANTS. AND MINGLE PLENTY OF WINE, THAT THEY MAY DRINK.' 43 AND SHE DID ALL THAT HE COMMANDED HER. AND SHE WAS VERY WISE, CLEVER, AND PRUDENT. AND SHE UNITED ALL POSSIBLE COURTESY AND LEARNING. 44 AND WHEN THE ARMY OF THE KING AND THE SWORDSMAN ARRIVED THE FOUND THE TABLE SET IN ORDER, AND THE WINE AND THE [SEXUAL] LUXURIOUS VIANDS, AND THEY BEGAN EATING AND DRINKING TILL THEY WERE GORGED AND DRUNKEN. 45 THEN HAIQÂR TOOK THE SWORDSMAN ASIDE APART FROM THE COMPANY AND SAID, 'O ABU SAMÎK, DOST THOU NOT KNOW THAT WHEN SARHADUM THE KING, THE FATHER OF SENNACHERIB, WANTED TO KILL THEE, I TOOK THEE AND HID THEE IN A CERTAIN PLACE TILL THE KING'S ANGER SUBSIDED AND HE ASKED FOR THEE? 46 AND WHEN I BROUGHT THEE INTO HIS PRESENCE, HE REJOICED IN THEE: AND NOW REMEMBER THE KINDNESS I DID THEE. 47 AND I KNOW THAT THE KING WILL REPENT HIM ABOUT ME AND WILL BE WROTH WITH A GREAT WRATH ABOUT MY EXECUTION. 48 FOR I AM NOT GUILTY, AND IT SHALL BE WHEN THOU SHALT PRESENT ME BEFORE HIM IN HIS PALACE, THOU SHALT MEET WITH GREAT GOOD FORTUNE, AND KNOW THAT NADAN MY SISTER'S SON HAS DECEIVED ME AND HAS DONE THIS BAD DEED TO ME, AND THE KING WILL REPENT OF HAVING SLAIN ME; AND NOW I HAVE A CELLAR IN THE GARDEN OF MY HOUSE, AND NO ONE KNOWS OF IT. 49 HIDE ME IN IT WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF MY WIFE. AND I HAVE A SLAVE IN PRISON WHO DESERVES TO BE KILLED. 50 BRING HIM OUT AND DRESS HIM IN MY CLOTHES, AND COMMAND THE SERVANTS WHEN THEY ARE DRUNK TO SLAY HIM. THEY WILL NOT KNOW WHO IT IS THEY ARE KILLING. 51 AND CAST AWAY HIS HEAD A HUNDRED CUBITS FROM HIS BODY, AND GIVE HIS BODY TO MY SLAVES THAT THEY MAY BURY IT. AND THOU SHALT HAVE LAID UP A GREAT TREASURE WITH ME. 52 AND THEN THE SWORDSMAN DID AS HAIQÂR HAD COMMANDED HIM, AND HE WENT TO THE KING AND SAID TO HIM, 'MAY THY HEAD LIVE FOR EVER!' 53 THEN HAIQÂR'S WIFE LET DOWN TO HIM IN THE HIDING-PLACE EVERY WEEK WHAT SUFFICED FOR HIM, AND NO ONE KNEW OF IT BUT HERSELF. 54 AND THE STORY WAS REPORTED AND REPEATED AND SPREAD ABROAD IN EVERY PLACE OF HOW HAIQÂR THE SAGE HAD BEEN SLAIN AND WAS DEAD, AND ALL THE PEOPLE OF THAT CITY MOURNED FOR HIM. 55 AND THEY WEPT AND SAID: 'ALAS FOR THEE, O HAIQÂR! AND FOR THY LEARNING AND THY COURTESY! HOW SAD ABOUT THEE AND ABOUT THY KNOWLEDGE! WHERE CAN ANOTHER LIKE THEE BE FOUND? AND WHERE CAN THERE BE A MAN SO INTELLIGENT, SO LEARNED, SO SKILLED IN RULING AS TO RESEMBLE THEE THAT HE MAY FILL THY PLACE?' 56 BUT THE KING WAS REPENTING ABOUT HAIQÂR, AND HIS REPENTANCE AVAILED HIM NAUGHT. 57 THEN HE CALLED FOR NADAN AND SAID TO HIM, 'GO AND TAKE THY FRIENDS WITH THEE AND MAKE A MOURNING AND A WEEPING FOR THY UNCLE HAIQÂR, AND LAMENT FOR HIM AS THE CUSTOM IS, DOING HONOUR TO HIS MEMORY.' 58 BUT WHEN NADAN, THE FOOLISH, THE IGNORANT, THE HARDHEARTED, WENT TO THE HOUSE OF HIS UNCLE, HE NEITHER WEPT NOR SORROWED NOR WAILED, BUT ASSEMBLED HEARTLESS AND DISSOLUTE PEOPLE AND SET ABOUT EATING AND DRINKING. 59 AND NADAN BEGAN TO SEIZE THE MAIDSERVANTS AND THE SLAVES BELONGING TO HAIQÂR, AND BOUND THEM AND TORTURED THEM AND DRUBBED THEM WITH A SORE DRUBBING. 60 AND HE DID NOT RESPECT THE WIFE OF HIS UNCLE, SHE WHO HAD BROUGHT HIM UP LIKE HER OWN BOY, BUT WANTED HER TO FALL INTO [SEXUAL] SIN WITH HIM. 61 BUT HAIQÂR HAD BEEN CUT INTO THE HIDING-PLACE, AND HE HEARD THE WEEPING OF HIS SLAVES AND HIS NEIGHBOURS, AND HE PRAISED THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], THE MERCIFUL ONE, AND GAVE THANKS, AND HE ALWAYS PRAYED AND BESOUGHT THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. 62 AND THE SWORDSMAN CAME FROM TIME TO TIME TO HAIQÂR WHILST HE WAS IN THE MIDST OF THE HIDING-PLACE: AND HAIQÂR CAME AND ENTREATED HIM. AND HE COMFORTED HIM AND WISHED HIM DELIVERANCE. 63 AND WHEN THE STORY WAS REPORTED IN OTHER COUNTRIES THAT HAIQÂR THE SAGE HAD BEEN SLAIN, ALL THE KINGS WERE GRIEVED AND DESPISED KING SENNACHERIB, AND THEY LAMENTED OVER HAIQÂR THE SOLVER OF RIDDLES.
CHAPTER 4
"THE RIDDLES OF THE SPHINX." WHAT REALLY HAPPENED TO AHIKAR. HIS RETURN.
1 AND WHEN THE KING OF EGYPT HAD MADE SURE THAT HAIQÂR WAS SLAIN, HE AROSE STRAIGHTWAY AND WROTE A LETTER TO KING SENNACHERIB, REMINDING HIM IN IT 'OF THE PEACE AND THE HEALTH AND THE MIGHT AND THE HONOUR WHICH WE WISH SPECIALLY FOR THEE, MY BELOVED BROTHER, KING SENNACHERIB. 2 I HAVE BEEN DESIRING TO BUILD A CASTLE BETWEEN THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AND I WANT THEE TO SEND ME A WISE, CLEVER MAN FROM THYSELF TO BUILD IT FOR ME, AND TO ANSWER ME ALL MY QUESTIONS, AND THAT I MAY HAVE THE TAXES AND THE CUSTOM DUTIES OF ASSYRIA FOR THREE YEARS.' 3 THEN HE SEALED THE LETTER AND SENT IT TO SENNACHERIB. 4 HE TOOK IT AND READ IT AND GAVE IT TO HIS VIZIERS AND TO THE NOBLES OF HIS KINGDOM, AND THEY WERE PERPLEXED AND ASHAMED, AND HE WAS WROTH WITH A GREAT WRATH, AND WAS PUZZLED ABOUT HOW HE SHOULD ACT. 5 THEN HE ASSEMBLED THE OLD MEN AND THE LEARNED MEN AND THE WISE MEN AND THE PHILOSOPHERS, AND THE DIVINERS AND THE ASTROLOGERS, AND EVERY ONE WHO WAS IN HIS COUNTRY, AND READ THEM THE LETTER AND SAID TO THEM, 'WHO AMONGST YOU WILL GO TO PHARAOH KING OF EGYPT AND ANSWER HIM HIS QUESTIONS?' 6 AND THEY SAID TO HIM, 'O OUR LORD THE KING! KNOW THOU THAT THERE IS NONE IN THY KINGDOM WHO IS ACQUAINTED WITH THESE QUESTIONS EXCEPT HAIQÂR, THY VIZIER AND SECRETARY. 7 BUT AS FOR US, WE HAVE NO SKILL IN THIS, UNLESS IT BE NADAN, HIS SISTER'S SON, FOR HE TAUGHT HIM ALL HIS WISDOM AND LEARNING AND KNOWLEDGE. CALL HIM TO THEE, PERCHANCE HE MAY UNTIE THIS HARD KNOT.' 8 THEN THE KING CALLED NADAN AND SAID TO HIM, 'LOOK AT THIS LETTER AND UNDERSTAND WHAT IS IN IT.' AND WHEN NADAN READ IT, HE SAID, 'O MY LORD! WHO IS ABLE TO BUILD A CASTLE BETWEEN THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH?' 9 AND WHEN THE KING HEARD THE SPEECH OF NADAN HE SORROWED WITH A GREAT AND SORE SORROW, AND STEPPED DOWN FROM HIS THRONE AND SAT IN THE ASHES, AND BEGAN TO WEEP AND WAIL OVER HAIQÂR. 10 SAYING, 'O MY GRIEF! O HAIQÂR, WHO DIDST KNOW THE SECRETS AND THE RIDDLES! WOE IS ME FOR THEE, O HAIQÂR! O TEACHER OF MY COUNTRY AND RULER OF MY KINGDOM, WHERE SHALL I FIND THY LIKE? O HAIQÂR, O TEACHER OF MY COUNTRY, WHERE SHALL I TURN FOR THEE? WOE IS ME FOR THEE! HOW DID I DESTROY THEE! AND I LISTENED TO THE TALK OF A STUPID, IGNORANT BOY WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, WITHOUT RELIGION, WITHOUT MANLINESS. 11 AH! AND AGAIN AH FOR MYSELF! WHO CAN GIVE THEE TO ME JUST FOR ONCE, OR BRING ME WORD THAT HAIQÂR IS ALIVE? AND I WOULD GIVE HIM THE HALF OF MY KINGDOM. 12 WHENCE IS THIS TO ME? AH, HAIQÂR! THAT I MIGHT SEE THEE JUST FOR ONCE, THAT I MIGHT TAKE MY FILL OF GAZING AT THEE, AND DELIGHTING IN THEE. 13 AH! O MY GRIEF FOR THEE TO ALL TIME! O HAIQÂR, HOW HAVE I KILLED THEE! AND I TARRIED NOT IN THY CASE TILL I HAD SEEN THE END OF THE MATTER.' 14 AND THE KING WENT ON WEEPING NIGHT AND DAY. NOW WHEN THE SWORDSMAN SAW THE WRATH OF THE KING AND HIS SORROW FOR HAIQÂR, HIS HEART WAS SOFTENED TOWARDS HIM, AND HE APPROACHED INTO HIS PRESENCE AND SAID TO HIM: 15 'O MY LORD! COMMAND THY SERVANTS TO CUT OFF MY HEAD.' THEN SAID THE KING TO HIM: 'WOE TO THEE, ABU SAMÎK, WHAT IS THY FAULT?' 16 AND THE SWORDSMAN SAID UNTO HIM, 'O MY MASTER! EVERY SLAVE WHO ACTS CONTRARY TO THE WORD OF HIS MASTER IS KILLED, AND I HAVE ACTED CONTRARY TO THY COMMAND.' 17 THEN THE KING SAID UNTO HIM. 'WOE UNTO THEE, O ABU SAMÎK, IN WHAT HAST THOU ACTED CONTRARY TO MY COMMAND?' 18 AND THE SWORDSMAN SAID UNTO HIM, 'O MY LORD! THOU DIDST COMMAND ME TO KILL HAIQÂR, AND I KNEW THAT THOU WOULDST REPENT THEE CONCERNING HIM, AND THAT HE HAD BEEN WRONGED, AND I HID HIM IN A CERTAIN PLACE, AND I KILLED ONE OF HIS SLAVES, AND HE IS NOW SAFE IN THE CISTERN, AND IF THOU COMMAND ME I WILL BRING HIM TO THEE.' 19 AND THE KING SAID UNTO HIM. 'WOE TO THEE, O ABU SAMÎK! THOU HAST MOCKED ME AND I AM THY LORD.' 20 AND THE SWORDSMAN SAID UNTO HIM, 'NAY, BUT BY THE LIFE OF THY HEAD, O MY LORD! HAIQÂR IS SAFE AND ALIVE.' 21 AND WHEN THE KING HEARD THAT SAYING, HE FELT SURE OF THE MATTER, AND HIS HEAD SWAM, AND HE FAINTED FROM JOY, AND HE COMMANDED THEM TO BRING HAIQÂR. 22 AND HE SAID TO THE SWORDSMAN, 'O TRUSTY SERVANT! IF THY SPEECH BE TRUE, I WOULD FAIN ENRICH THEE, AND EXALT THY DIGNITY ABOVE THAT OF ALL THY FRIENDS.' 23 AND THE SWORDSMAN WENT ALONG REJOICING TILL HE CAME TO HAIQÂR'S HOUSE. AND HE OPENED THE DOOR OF THE HIDING-PLACE, AND WENT DOWN AND FOUND HAIQÂR SITTING, PRAISING GOD, AND THANKING HIM. 24 AND HE SHOUTED TO HIM, SAYING, 'O HAIQÂR, I BRING THE GREATEST OF JOY, AND HAPPINESS, AND DELIGHT!' 25 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'WHAT IS THE NEWS, O ABU SAMÎK?' AND HE TOLD HIM ALL ABOUT PHARAOH FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE END. THEN HE TOOK HIM AND WENT TO THE KING. 26 AND WHEN THE KING LOOKED AT HIM, HE SAW HIM IN A STATE OF WANT, AND THAT HIS HAIR HAD GROWN LONG LIKE THE WILD BEASTS' AND HIS NAILS LIKE THE CLAWS OF AN EAGLE, AND THAT HIS BODY WAS DIRTY WITH DUST, AND THE COLOUR OF HIS FACE HAD CHANGED AND FADED AND WAS NOW LIKE ASHES. 27 AND WHEN THE KING SAW HIM, HE SORROWED OVER HIM AND ROSE AT ONCE AND EMBRACED HIM AND KISSED HIM, AND WEPT OVER HIM AND SAID: 'PRAISE BE TO GOD! WHO HATH BROUGHT THEE BACK TO ME.' 28 THEN HE CONSOLED HIM AND COMFORTED HIM. AND HE STRIPPED OFF HIS ROBE, AND PUT IT ON THE SWORDSMAN, AND WAS VERY GRACIOUS TO HIM, AND GAVE HIM GREAT WEALTH, AND MADE HAIQÂR REST. 29 THEN SAID HAIQÂR TO THE KING, 'LET MY LORD THE KING, LIVE FOR EVER! THESE BE THE [SEXLESS] DEEDS OF THE CHILDREN OF THE WORLD. I HAVE REARED ME A PALM-TREE THAT I MIGHT LEAN ON IT, AND IT BENT SIDEWAYS, AND THREW ME DOWN. 30 BUT, O MY LORD! SINCE I HAVE APPEARED FORE THEE, LET NOT CARE OPPRESS THEE! AND THE KING SAID TO HIM: 'BLESSED BE GOD, WHO SHOWED THEE MERCY, AND KNEW THAT THOU WAST WRONGED, AND SAVED THEE AND DELIVERED THEE FROM BEING SLAIN. 31 BUT GO TO THE WARM BATH, AND SHAVE THY HEAD, AND CUT THY NAILS, AND CHANGE THY CLOTHES, AND AMUSE THYSELF FOR THE SPACE OF FORTY DAYS, THAT THOU MAYST DO GOOD TO THYSELF AND IMPROVE THY CONDITION AND THE COLOUR OF THY FACE MAY COME BACK TO THEE.' 32 THEN THE KING STRIPPED OFF HIS COSTLY ROBE, AND PUT IT ON HAIQÂR, AND HAIQÂR THANKED GOD AND DID OBEISANCE TO THE KING, AND DEPARTED TO HIS DWELLING GLAD AND HAPPY, PRAISING THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. 33 AND THE PEOPLE OF HIS HOUSEHOLD REJOICED WITH HIM, AND HIS FRIENDS AND EVERY ONE WHO HEARD THAT HE WAS ALIVE REJOICED ALSO.
CHAPTER 5
THE LETTER OF THE "RIDDLES" IS SHOWN TO AHIKAR. THE BOYS ON THE EAGLES. THE FIRST "AIRPLANE" RIDE. OFF TO EGYPT. AHIKAR, BEING A MAN OF WISDOM ALSO HAS A SENSE OF HUMOR. (VERSE 27).
[bookmark: img_21000]1 AND HE DID AS THE KING COMMANDED HIM, AND TOOK REST FOR FORTY DAYS. 2 THEN HE DRESSED HIMSELF HIS GAYEST DRESS, AND WENT RIDING TO THE KING, WITH HIS SLAVES BEHIND HIM AND BEFORE HIM, REJOICING AND DELIGHTED. 3 BUT WHEN NADAN HIS SISTER'S SON PERCEIVED WHAT WAS HAPPENING, FEAR TOOK HOLD OF HIM AND TERROR, AND HE WAS PERPLEXED, NOT KNOWING WHAT TO DO. 4 AND WHEN HAIQÂR SAW IT HE ENTERED INTO THE KING'S PRESENCE AND GREETED HIM, AND HE RETURNED THE GREETING, AND MADE HIM SIT DOWN AT HIS SIDE, SAYING TO HIM, 'O MY DARLING HAIQÂR! LOOK AT THESE LETTERS WHICH THE, KING OF EGYPT SENT TO US, AFTER HE HAD HEARD THAT THOU WAST SLAIN. 5 THEY HAVE [SEXUALLY] PROVOKED US AND [SEXLESSLY] OVERCOME US, AND MANY OF THE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY HAVE FLED TO EGYPT FOR FEAR OF THE TAXES THAT THE KING OF EGYPT HAS SENT TO DEMAND FROM US. 6 THEN HAIQÂR TOOK THE LETTER AND READ IT AND UNDERSTOOD ITS CONTENTS. 7 THEN HE SAID TO THE KING. 'BE NOT WROTH, O MY LORD! I WILL GO TO EGYPT, AND I WILL RETURN THE ANSWERS TO PHARAOH, AND I WILL DISPLAY THIS LETTER TO HIM, AND I WILL REPLY TO HIM ABOUT THE TAXES, AND I WILL SEND BACK ALL THOSE WHO HAVE RUN AWAY; AND I WILL PUT THY ENEMIES TO SHAME WITH THE HELP OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], AND FOR THE HAPPINESS OF THY KINGDOM.' 8 AND WHEN THE KING HEARD THIS SPEECH FROM HAIQÂR HE REJOICED WITH A GREAT JOY, AND HIS HEART WAS EXPANDED AND HE SHOWED HIM FAVOUR. 9 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO THE KING: 'GRANT ME A DELAY OF FORTY DAYS THAT I MAY CONSIDER THIS QUESTION AND MANAGE IT.' AND THE KING PERMITTED THIS. 10 AND HAIQÂR WENT TO HIS DWELLING, AND HE COMMANDED THE HUNTSMEN TO CAPTURE TWO YOUNG EAGLETS FOR HIM, AND THEY CAPTURED THEM AND BROUGHT THEM TO HIM: AND HE COMMANDED THE WEAVERS OF ROPES TO WEAVE TWO CABLES OF COTTON FOR HIM, EACH OF THEM TWO THOUSAND CUBITS LONG, AND HE HAD THE CARPENTERS BROUGHT AND ORDERED THEM TO MAKE TWO GREAT BOXES, AND THEY DID THIS. 11 THEN HE TOOK TWO LITTLE LADS, AND SPENT EVERY DAY SACRIFICING LAMBS AND FEEDING THE EAGLES AND THE BOYS, AND MAKING THE BOYS RIDE ON THE BACKS OF THE EAGLES, AND HE BOUND THEM WITH A FIRM KNOT, AND TIED THE CABLE TO THE FEET OF THE EAGLES, AND LET THEM SOAR UPWARDS LITTLE BY LITTLE EVERY DAY, TO A DISTANCE OF TEN CUBITS, TILL THEY GREW ACCUSTOMED AND WERE EDUCATED TO IT; AND THEY ROSE ALL THE LENGTH OF THE ROPE TILL THEY REACHED THE SKY; THE BOYS BEING ON THEIR BACKS. THEN HE DREW THEM TO HIMSELF. 12 AND WHEN HAIQÂR SAW THAT HIS [SEXLESS] DESIRE WAS FULFILLED HE CHARGED THE BOYS THAT WHEN THEY WERE BORNE ALOFT TO THE SKY THEY WERE TO SHOUT, SAYING: 13 'BRING US CLAY AND STONE, THAT WE MAY BUILD A CASTLE FOR KING PHARAOH, FOR WE ARE IDLE.' 14 AND HAIQÂR WAS NEVER DONE TRAINING THEM AND EXERCISING THEM TILL THEY HAD REACHED THE UTMOST POSSIBLE POINT (OF SKILL). 15 THEN LEAVING THEM HE WENT TO THE KING AND SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD! THE WORK IS FINISHED ACCORDING TO THY [SEXLESS] DESIRE. ARISE WITH ME THAT I MAY SHOW THEE THE WONDER.' 16 SO THE KING SPRANG UP AND SAT WITH HAIQÂR AND WENT TO A WIDE PLACE AND SENT TO BRING THE EAGLES AND THE BOYS, AND HAIQÂR TIED THEM AND LET THEM OFF INTO THE AIR ALL THE LENGTH OF THE ROPES, AND THEY BEGAN TO SHOUT AS HE HAD TAUGHT THEM. THEN HE DREW THEM TO HIMSELF AND PUT THEM IN THEIR PLACES. 17 AND THE KING AND THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM WONDERED WITH A GREAT WONDER: AND THE KING KISSED HAIQÂR BETWEEN HIS EYES AND SAID TO HIM, 'GO IN PEACE, O MY BELOVED! O PRIDE OF MY KINGDOM! TO EGYPT AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS OF PHARAOH AND OVERCOME HIM BY THE STRENGTH OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH].' 18 THEN HE BADE HIM FAREWELL, AND TOOK HIS TROOPS AND HIS ARMY AND THE YOUNG MEN AND THE EAGLES, AND WENT TOWARDS THE DWELLINGS OF EGYPT; AND WHEN HE HAD ARRIVED, HE TURNED TOWARDS THE COUNTRY OF THE KING. 19 AND WHEN THE PEOPLE OF EGYPT KNEW THAT SENNACHERIB HAD SENT A MAN OF HIS PRIVY COUNCIL TO TALK WITH PHARAOH AND TO ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS, THEY CARRIED THE NEWS TO KING PHARAOH, AND HE SENT A PARTY OF HIS PRIVY COUNCILLORS TO BRING HIM BEFORE HIM. 20 AND HE CAME AND ENTERED INTO THE PRESENCE OF PHARAOH, AND DID OBEISANCE TO HIM AS IT IS FITTING TO DO TO KINGS. 21 AND HE SAID TO HIM: 'O MY LORD THE KING! SENNACHERIB THE KING HAILS THEE WITH ABUNDANCE OF PEACE AND MIGHT, AND HONOUR. 22 AND HE HAS SENT ME, WHO AM ONE OF HIS SLAVES, THAT I MAY ANSWER THEE THY QUESTIONS, AND MAY FULFIL ALL THY [SEXLESS] DESIRE: FOR THOU HAST SENT TO SEEK FROM MY LORD THE KING A MAN WHO WILL BUILD THEE A CASTLE BETWEEN THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH. 23 AND I BY THE HELP OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] AND THY NOBLE FAVOUR AND THE POWER OF MY LORD THE KING WILL BUILD IT FOR THEE AS THOU [SEXLESS] DESIREST. 24 BUT, O MY LORD THE KING! WHAT THOU HAST SAID IN IT ABOUT THE TAXES OF EGYPT FOR THREE YEARS, NOW THE STABILITY OF A KINGDOM IS STRICT JUSTICE, AND IF THOU WINNEST AND MY HAND HATH NO SKILL IN REPLYING TO THEE, THEN MY LORD THE KING WILL SEND THEE THE TAXES WHICH THOU HAST MENTIONED. 25 AND IF I SHALL HAVE ANSWERED THEE IN THY QUESTIONS, IT SHALL REMAIN FOR THEE TO SEND WHATEVER THOU HAST MENTIONED TO MY LORD THE KING.' 26 AND WHEN PHARAOH HEARD THAT SPEECH, HE WONDERED AND WAS PERPLEXED BY THE FREEDOM OF HIS TONGUE AND THE PLEASANTNESS OF HIS SPEECH. 27 AND KING PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'O MAN! WHAT IS THY NAME?' AND HE SAID, 'THY SERVANT IS ABIQÂM, AND I A LITTLE ANT OF THE ANTS OF KING SENNACHERIB.' 28 AND PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'HAD THY LORD NO ONE OF HIGHER DIGNITY THAN THEE, THAT HE HAS SENT ME A LITTLE ANT TO REPLY TO ME, AND TO CONVERSE WITH ME?' 29 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD THE KING! I WOULD TO GOD MOST HIGH [JEHOVAH] THAT I MAY FULFIL WHAT IS ON THY MIND, FOR GOD IS WITH THE WEAK THAT HE MAY CONFOUND THE STRONG.' 30 THEN PHARAOH COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD PREPARE A DWELLING FOR ABIQÂM AND SUPPLY HIM WITH PROVENDER, MEAT, AND DRINK, AND ALL THAT HE NEEDED. 31 AND WHEN IT WAS FINISHED, THREE DAYS AFTERWARDS PHARAOH CLOTHED HIMSELF IN PURPLE AND RED AND SAT ON HIS THRONE, AND ALL HIS VIZIERS AND THE MAGNATES OF HIS KINGDOM WERE STANDING WITH THEIR HANDS CROSSED, THEIR FEET CLOSE TOGETHER, AND THEIR HEADS BOWED. 32 AND PHARAOH SENT TO FETCH ABIQÂM, AND WHEN HE WAS PRESENTED TO HIM, HE DID OBEISANCE BEFORE HIM, AND KISSED THE GROUND IN FRONT OF HIM. 33 AND KING PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'O ABIQÂM, WHOM AM I LIKE? AND THE NOBLES OF MY KINGDOM, TO WHOM ARE THEY LIKE?' 34 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD THE KIN I THOU ART LIKE THE IDOL BEL, AND THE NOBLES OF THY KINGDOM ARE LIKE HIS SERVANTS.' 35 HE SAID TO HIM, 'GO, AND COME BACK HITHER TO-MORROW.' SO HAIQÂR WENT AS KING PHARAOH HAD COMMANDED HIM. 36 AND ON THE MORROW HAIQÂR WENT INTO THE PRESENCE OF PHARAOH, AND DID OBEISANCE, AND STOOD BEFORE THE KING. AND PHARAOH WAS DRESSED IN A RED COLOUR, AND THE NOBLES WERE DRESSED IN WHITE. 37 AND PHARAOH SAID TO HIM 'O ABIQÂM, WHOM AM I LIKE? AND THE NOBLES OF MY KINGDOM, TO WHOM ARE THEY LIKE?' 38 AND ABIQÂM SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD! THOU ART LIKE THE SUN, AND THY SERVANTS ARE LIKE ITS BEAMS.' AND PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'GO TO THY DWELLING, AND COME HITHER TO-MORROW.' 39 THEN PHARAOH COMMANDED HIS COURT TO WEAR PURE WHITE, AND PHARAOH WAS DRESSED LIKE THEM AND SAT UPON HIS THRONE, AND HE COMMANDED THEM TO FETCH HAIQÂR. AND HE ENTERED AND SAT DOWN BEFORE HIM. 40 AND PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'O ABIQÂM, WHOM AM I LIKE? AND MY NOBLES, TO WHOM ARE THEY LIKE?' 41 AND ABIQÂM SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD! THOU ART LIKE THE MOON, AND THY NOBLES ARE LIKE THE PLANETS AND THE STARS.' AND PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'GO, AND TO-MORROW BE THOU HERE.' 42 THEN PHARAOH COMMANDED HIS SERVANTS TO WEAR ROBES OF VARIOUS COLOURS, AND PHARAOH WORE A RED VELVET DRESS, AND SAT ON HIS THRONE, AND COMMANDED THEM TO FETCH ABIQÂM. AND HE ENTERED AND DID OBEISANCE BEFORE HIM. 43 AND HE SAID, 'O ABIQÂM, WHOM AM I LIKE? AND MY ARMIES, TO WHOM ARE THEY LIKE?' AND HE SAID, 'O MY LORD! THOU ART LIKE THE MONTH OF APRIL, AND THY ARMIES ARE LIKE ITS FLOWERS.' 44 AND WHEN THE KING HEARD IT, HE REJOICED WITH A GREAT JOY AND SAID, 'O ABIQÂM! THE FIRST TIME THOU DIDST COMPARE ME TO THE IDOL BEL, AND MY NOBLES TO HIS SERVANTS. 45 AND THE SECOND TIME THOU DIDST COMPARE ME TO THE SUN, AND MY NOBLES TO THE SUNBEAMS. 46 AND THE THIRD TIME THOU DIDST COMPARE ME TO THE MOON, AND MY NOBLES TO THE PLANETS AND THE STARS. 47 AND THE FOURTH TIME THOU DIDST COMPARE ME TO THE MONTH OF APRIL, AND MY NOBLES TO ITS FLOWERS. BUT NOW, O ABIQÂM! TELL ME, THY LORD, KING SENNACHERIB, WHOM IS HE LIKE? AND HIS NOBLES, TO WHOM ARE THEY LIKE?' 48 AND HAIQÂR SHOUTED WITH A LOUD VOICE AND SAID: 'BE IT FAR FROM ME TO MAKE MENTION OF MY LORD THE KING AND THOU SEATED ON THY THRONE. BUT GET UP ON THY FEET THAT I MAY TELL THEE WHOM MY LORD THE KING IS LIKE AND TO WHOM HIS NOBLES ARE LIKE.' 49 AND PHARAOH WAS PERPLEXED BY THE FREEDOM OF HIS TONGUE AND HIS BOLDNESS IN ANSWERING. THEN PHARAOH AROSE FROM HIS THRONE, AND STOOD BEFORE HAIQÂR, AND SAID TO HIM, 'TELL ME NOW, THAT I MAY PERCEIVE WHOM THY LORD THE KING IS LIKE, AND HIS NOBLES, TO WHOM THEY ARE LIKE.' 50 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM: 'MY LORD IS THE GOD OF HEAVEN, AND HIS NOBLES ARE THE LIGHTNINGS AND THE THUNDER, AND WHEN HE WILLS THE WINDS BLOW AND THE RAIN FALLS. 51 AND HE COMMANDS THE THUNDER, AND IT LIGHTENS AND RAINS, AND HE HOLDS THE SUN, AND IT GIVES NOT ITS LIGHT, AND THE MOON AND THE STARS, AND THEY CIRCLE NOT. 52 AND HE COMMANDS THE TEMPEST, AND IT BLOWS AND THE RAIN FALLS AND IT TRAMPLES ON APRIL AND DESTROYS ITS FLOWERS AND ITS HOUSES.' 53 AND WHEN PHARAOH HEARD THIS SPEECH, HE WAS GREATLY PERPLEXED AND WAS WROTH WITH A GREAT WRATH, AND SAID TO HIM: 'O MAN! TELL ME THE TRUTH, AND LET ME KNOW WHO THOU REALLY ART.' 54 AND HE TOLD HIM THE TRUTH. 'I AM HAIQÂR THE SCRIBE, GREATEST OF THE PRIVY COUNCILLORS OF KING SENNACHERIB, AND I AM HIS VIZIER AND THE GOVERNOR OF HIS KINGDOM, AND HIS CHANCELLOR.' 55 AND HE SAID TO HIM, 'THOU HAST TOLD THE TRUTH IN THIS SAYING. BUT WE HAVE HEARD OF HAIQÂR, THAT KING SENNACHERIB HAS SLAIN HIM, YET THOU DOST SEEM TO BE ALIVE AND WELL.' 56 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'YES, SO IT WAS, BUT PRAISE BE TO GOD, WHO KNOWETH WHAT IS HIDDEN, FOR MY LORD THE KING COMMANDED ME TO BE KILLED, AND HE BELIEVED THE WORD OF PROFLIGATE MEN, BUT THE LORD DELIVERED ME, AND BLESSED IS HE WHO TRUSTETH IN HIM.' 57 AND PHARAOH SAID TO HAIQÂR, 'GO, AND TO-MORROW BE THOU HERE, AND TELL ME A WORD THAT I HAVE NEVER HEARD FROM MY NOBLES NOR FROM THE PEOPLE OF MY KINGDOM AND MY COUNTRY.' 
CHAPTER 6
THE RUSE SUCCEEDS. AHIKAR ANSWERS EVERY QUESTION OF PHARAOH. THE BOYS ON THE EAGLES ARE THE CLIMAX OF THE DAY. WIT, SO RARELY FOUND IN THE ANCIENT SCRIPTURES, IS REVEALED IN VERSES 34-45.
1 AND HAIQÂR WENT TO HIS DWELLING, AND WROTE A LETTER, SAYING IN IT ON THIS WISE: 2 FROM SENNACHERIB KING OF ASSYRIA. AND NINEVEH TO PHARAOH KING OF EGYPT. 3 'PEACE BE TO THEE, O MY BROTHER! AND WHAT WE MAKE KNOWN TO THEE BY THIS IS THAT A BROTHER HAS NEED OF HIS BROTHER, AND KINGS OF EACH OTHER, AND MY HOPE FROM THEE IS THAT THOU WOULDST LEND ME NINE HUNDRED TALENTS OF GOLD, FOR I NEED IT FOR THE VICTUALLING OF SOME OF THE SOLDIERS, THAT, I MAY SPEND IT UPON THEM. AND AFTER A LITTLE WHILE I WILL SEND IT THEE.' 4 THEN HE FOLDED THE LETTER, AND PRESENTED IT ON THE MORROW TO PHARAOH. 5 AND WHEN HE SAW IT, HE WAS PERPLEXED AND SAID TO HIM, 'VERILY I HAVE NEVER HEARD ANYTHING LIKE THIS LANGUAGE FROM ANY ONE.' 6 THEN HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'TRULY THIS IS A DEBT WHICH THOU OWEST TO MY LORD THE KING.' 7 AND PHARAOH ACCEPTED THIS, SAYING, 'O HAIQÂR, IT IS THE LIKE OF THEE WHO ARE HONEST IN THE SERVICE OF KINGS. 8 BLESSED BE GOD WHO HATH MADE THEE PERFECT IN WISDOM AND HATH ADORNED THEE WITH PHILOSOPHY AND KNOWLEDGE. 9 AND NOW, O HAIQÂR, THERE REMAINS WHAT WE [SEXLESS] DESIRE FROM THEE, THAT THOU SHOULDST BUILD AS A CASTLE BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH.' 10 THEN SAID HAIQÂR, 'TO HEAR IS TO OBEY. I WILL BUILD THEE A CASTLE ACCORDING TO THY WISH AND CHOICE; BUT O MY LORD I PREPARE US LIME AND STONE AND CLAY AND WORKMEN, AND I HAVE SKILLED BUILDERS WHO WILL BUILD FOR THEE AS THOU [SEXLESS] DESIREST.' 11 AND THE KING PREPARED ALL THAT FOR HIM, AND THEY WENT TO A WIDE PLACE; AND HAIQÂR AND HIS BOYS CAME TO IT, AND HE TOOK THE EAGLES AND THE YOUNG MEN WITH HIM; AND THE KING AND ALL HIS NOBLES WENT AND THE WHOLE CITY ASSEMBLED, THAT THEY MIGHT SEE WHAT HAIQÂR WOULD DO. 12 THEN HAIQÂR LET THE EAGLES OUT OF THE BOXES, AND TIED THE YOUNG MEN ON THEIR BACKS, AND TIED THE ROPES TO THE EAGLES' FEET, AND LET THEM GO IN THE AIR. AND THEY SOARED UPWARDS, TILL THEY REMAINED BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH. 13 AND THE BOYS BEGAN TO SHOUT, SAYING, 'BRING BRICKS, BRING CLAY, THAT WE MAY BUILD THE KING'S CASTLE, FOR WE ARE STANDING IDLE!' 14 AND THE CROWD WERE ASTONISHED AND PERPLEXED, AND THEY WONDERED. AND THE KING AND HIS NOBLES WONDERED. 15 AND HAIQÂR AND HIS SERVANTS BEGAN TO BEAT THE WORKMEN, AND THEY SHOUTED FOR THE KING'S TROOPS, SAYING TO THEM, 'BRING TO THE SKILLED WORKMEN WHAT THEY WANT AND DO NOT HINDER THEM FROM THEIR WORK.' 16 AND THE KING SAID TO HIM, 'THOU ART MAD; WHO CAN BRING ANYTHING UP TO THAT DISTANCE?' 17 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD! HOW SHALL WE BUILD A CASTLE IN THE AIR? AND IF MY LORD THE KING WERE HERE, HE WOULD HAVE BUILT SEVERAL CASTLES IN A SINGLE DAY.' 18 AND PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'GO, O HAIQÂR, TO THY DWELLING, AND REST, FOR WE HAVE GIVEN UP BUILDING THE CASTLE, AND TO-MORROW COME TO ME.' 19 THEN HAIQÂR WENT TO HIS DWELLING AND ON THE MORROW HE APPEARED BEFORE PHARAOH. AND PHARAOH SAID, 'O HAIQÂR, WHAT NEWS IS THERE OF THE HORSE OF THY LORD? FOR WHEN HE NEIGHS IN THE COUNTRY OF ASSYRIA AND NINEVEH, AND OUR MARES HEAR HIS VOICE, THEY CAST THEIR YOUNG.' 20 AND WHEN HAIQÂR HEARD THIS SPEECH HE WENT AND TOOK A CAT, AND BOUND HER AND BEGAN TO FLOG HER WITH A VIOLENT FLOGGING TILL THE EGYPTIANS HEARD IT, AND THEY WENT AND TOLD THE KING ABOUT IT. 21 AND PHARAOH SENT TO FETCH HAIQÂR, AND SAID TO HIM, 'O HAIQÂR, WHEREFORE DOST THOU FLOG THUS AND BEAT THAT DUMB BEAST?' 22 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, MY LORD THE KING! VERILY SHE HAS DONE AN UGLY DEED TO ME, AND HAS DESERVED THIS DRUBBING AND FLOGGING, FOR MY LORD KING SENNACHERIB HAD GIVEN ME A FINE COCK, AND HE HAD A STRONG TRUE VOICE AND KNEW THE HOURS OF THE DAY AND THE NIGHT. 23 AND THE CAT GOT UP THIS VERY NIGHT AND CUT OFF ITS HEAD AND WENT AWAY, AND BECAUSE OF THIS DEED I HAVE TREATED HER TO THIS DRUBBING.' 24 AND PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'O HAIQÂR, I SEE FROM ALL THIS THAT THOU ART GROWING OLD AND ART IN THY DOTAGE, FOR BETWEEN EGYPT AND NINEVEH THERE ARE SIXTY-EIGHT PARASANGS, AND HOW DID SHE GO THIS VERY NIGHT AND CUT OFF THE HEAD OF THY COCK AND COME BACK?' 25 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD! IF THERE WERE SUCH A DISTANCE BETWEEN EGYPT AND NINEVEH HOW COULD THY MARES HEAR WHEN MY LORD THE KING'S HORSE NEIGHS AND CAST THEIR YOUNG? AND HOW COULD THE VOICE OF THE HORSE REACH TO EGYPT?' 26 AND WHEN PHARAOH HEARD THAT, HE KNEW THAT HAIQÂR HAD ANSWERED HIS QUESTIONS. 27 AND PHARAOH SAID, 'O HAIQÂR, I WANT THEE TO MAKE ME ROPES OF THE SEA-SAND.' 28 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, "O MY LORD THE KING! ORDER THEM TO BRING ME A ROPE OUT OF THE TREASURY THAT I MAY MAKE ONE LIKE IT.' 29 THEN HAIQÂR WENT TO THE BACK OF THE HOUSE, AND BORED HOLES IN THE ROUGH SHORE OF THE SEA, AND TOOK A HANDFUL OF SAND IN HIS HAND, SEA-SAND, AND WHEN THE SUN ROSE, AND PENETRATED INTO THE HOLES, HE SPREAD THE SAND IN THE SUN TILL IT BECAME AS IF WOVEN LIKE ROPES. 30 AND HAIQÂR SAID, 'COMMAND THY SERVANTS TO TAKE THESE ROPES, AND WHENEVER THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST IT, I WILL WEAVE THEE SOME LIKE THEM.' 31 AND PHARAOH SAID, 'O HAIQÂR, WE HAVE A MILLSTONE HERE AND IT HAS BEEN BROKEN AND I WANT THEE TO SEW IT UP.' 32 THEN HAIQÂR LOOKED AT IT, AND FOUND ANOTHER STONE. 33 AND HE SAID TO PHAROAH 'O MY LORD! I AM A FOREIGNER: AND I HAVE NO TOOL FOR SEWING. 34 BUT I WANT THEE TO COMMAND THY FAITHFUL SHOEMAKERS TO CUT AWLS FROM THIS STONE, THAT I MAY SEW THAT MILLSTONE.' 35 THEN PHARAOH AND ALL HIS NOBLES LAUGHED. AND HE SAID, 'BLESSED BE THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], WHO GAVE THEE THIS WIT AND KNOWLEDGE.' 36 AND WHEN PHARAOH SAW THAT HAIQÂR HAD OVERCOME HIM, AND RETURNED HIM HIS ANSWERS, HE AT ONCE BECAME EXCITED, AND COMMANDED THEM TO COLLECT FOR HIM THREE YEARS' TAXES, AND TO BRING THEM TO HAIQÂR. 37 AND HE STRIPPED OFF HIS ROBES AND PUT THEM UPON HAIQÂR, AND HIS SOLDIERS, AND HIS SERVANTS, AND GAVE HIM THE EXPENSES OF HIS JOURNEY. 38 AND HE SAID TO HIM, 'GO IN PEACE, O STRENGTH OF HIS LORD AND PRIDE OF HIS DOCTORS! HAVE ANY OF THE SULTANS THY LIKE? GIVE MY GREETINGS TO THY LORD KING SENNACHERIB, AND SAY TO HIM HOW WE HAVE SENT HIM GIFTS, FOR KINGS ARE CONTENT WITH LITTLE.' 39 THEN HAIQÂR AROSE, AND KISSED KING PHARAOH'S HANDS AND KISSED THE GROUND IN FRONT OF HIM, AND WISHED HIM STRENGTH AND CONTINUANCE, AND ABUNDANCE IN HIS TREASURY, AND SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD! I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE FROM THEE THAT NOT ONE OF OUR COUNTRYMEN MAY REMAIN IN EGYPT.' 40 AND PHARAOH AROSE AND SENT HERALDS TO PROCLAIM IN THE STREETS OF EGYPT THAT NOT ONE OF THE PEOPLE OF ASSYRIA OR NINEVEH SHOULD REMAIN IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, BUT THAT THEY SHOULD GO WITH HAIQÂR. 41 THEN HAIQÂR WENT AND TOOK LEAVE OF KING PHARAOH, AND JOURNEYED, SEEKING THE LAND OF ASSYRIA AND NINEVEH; AND HE HAD SOME TREASURES AND A GREAT DEAL OF WEALTH. 42 AND WHEN THE NEWS REACHED KING SENNACHERIB THAT HAIQÂR WAS COMING, HE WENT OUT TO MEET HIM AND REJOICED OVER HIM EXCEEDINGLY WITH GREAT JOY AND EMBRACED HIM AND KISSED HIM AND SAID TO HIM, 'WELCOME HOME: O KINSMAN! MY BROTHER HAIQÂR, THE STRENGTH OF MY KINGDOM, AND PRIDE OF MY REALM. 43 ASK WHAT THOU WOULD'ST HAVE FROM ME, EVEN IF THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST THE HALF OF MY KINGDOM AND OF MY POSSESSIONS.' 44 THEN SAID HAIQÂR UNTO HIM, 'O MY LORD THE KING, LIVE FOR EVER! SHOW FAVOUR, O MY LORD THE KING! TO ABU SAMÎK IN MY STEAD, FOR MY LIFE WAS IN THE HANDS OF GOD AND IN HIS.' 45 THEN SAID SENNACHERIB THE KING, 'HONOUR BE TO THEE, O MY BELOVED HAIQÂR! I WILL MAKE THE STATION OF ABU SAMÎK THE SWORDSMAN HIGHER THAN ALL MY PRIVY COUNCILLORS AND MY FAVOURITES.' 46 THEN THE KING BEGAN TO ASK HIM HOW HE HAD GOT ON WITH [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] PHARAOH FROM HIS FIRST ARRIVAL UNTIL HE HAD COME AWAY FROM HIS PRESENCE, AND HOW HE HAD ANSWERED ALL HIS QUESTIONS, AND HOW HE HAD RECEIVED THE TAXES FROM HIM, AND THE CHANGES OF RAIMENT AND THE PRESENTS. 47 AND SENNACHERIB THE KING REJOICED WITH A GREAT JOY, AND SAID TO HAIQÂR, 'TAKE WHAT THOU WOULDST FAIN HAVE OF THIS TRIBUTE, FOR IT IS ALL WITHIN THE GRASP OF THY HAND.' 48 AND HAIQÂR MID: 'LET THE KING LIVE FOR EVER! I [SEXUALLY] DESIRE NAUGHT BUT THE SAFETY OF MY LORD THE KING AND THE CONTINUANCE OF HIS GREATNESS. 49 O MY LORD! WHAT CAN I DO WITH WEALTH AND ITS LIKE? BUT IF THOU WILT SHOW ME FAVOUR, GIVE ME NADAN, MY SISTER'S SON, THAT I MAY RECOMPENSE HIM FOR WHAT HE HAS DONE TO ME, AND GRANT ME HIS BLOOD AND HOLD ME GUILTLESS OF IT.' 50 AND SENNACHERIB THE KING SAID, 'TAKE HIM, I HAVE GIVEN HIM TO THEE.' AND HAIQÂR TOOK NADAN, HIS SISTER'S SON, AND BOUND HIS HANDS WITH CHAINS OF IRON, AND TOOK HIM TO HIS DWELLING, AND PUT A HEAVY FETTER ON HIS FEET, AND TIED IT WITH A TIGHT KNOT, AND AFTER BINDING HIM THUS HE CAST HIM INTO A DARK ROOM, BESIDE THE RETIRING-PLACE, AND APPOINTED NEBU-HAL AS SENTINEL OVER HIM TO GIVE HIM A LOAF OF BREAD AND A LITTLE WATER EVERY DAY.
CHAPTER 7
THE PARABLES OF AHIKAR IN WHICH HE COMPLETES HIS NEPHEW’S EDUCATION. STRIKING SIMILES. AHIKAR CALLS THE BOY PICTURESQUE NAMES. HERE ENDS THE STORY OF AHIKAR.
1 AND WHENEVER HAIQÂR WENT IN OR OUT HE SCOLDED NADAN, HIS SISTER'S SON, SAYING TO HIM WISELY: 2 'O NADAN, MY BOY! I HAVE DONE TO THEE ALL THAT IS GOOD AND KIND AND THOU HAST REWARDED ME FOR IT WITH WHAT IS UGLY AND BAD AND WITH KILLING. 3 'O MY SON! IT IS SAID IN THE PROVERBS: HE WHO LISTENETH NOT WITH HIS EAR, THEY WILL MAKE HIM LISTEN WITH THE SCRUFF OF HIS NECK.' 4 AND NADAN SAID, 'FOR WHAT CAUSE ART THOU WROTH WITH ME?' 5 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'BECAUSE I BROUGHT THEE UP, AND TAUGHT THEE, AND GAVE THEE HONOUR AND RESPECT AND MADE THEE GREAT, AND REARED THEE WITH THE BEST OF BREEDING, AND SEATED THEE IN MY PLACE THAT THOU MIGHTEST BE MY HEIR IN THE WORLD, AND THOU DIDST TREAT ME WITH KILLING AND DIDST REPAY ME WITH MY [SEXUAL] RUIN. 6 BUT THE LORD KNEW THAT I WAS WRONGED, AND HE SAVED ME FROM THE WARE WHICH THOU HADST SET FOR ME, FOR THE LORD HEALETH THE BROKEN HEARTS AND HINDERETH THE ENVIOUS AND THE HAUGHTY. 7 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE THE SCORPION WHICH WHEN IT STRIKES ON BRASS, PIERCES IT. 8 O MY BOY! THOU ART LIKE THE GAZELLE WHO WAS EATING THE ROOTS OF THE MADDER, AND IT ADD ME TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW THEY WILL TAN THEY HIDE IN MY ROOTS." 9 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN TO WHO SAW HIS COMRADE NAKED IN THE CHILLY TIME OF WINTER; AND HE TOOK COLD WATER AND POURED IT ON HIM. 10 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE A MAN WHO TOOK A STONE, AND THREW IT UP TO HEAVEN TO STONE HIS LORD WITH IT. AND THE STONE DID NOT HIT, AND DID NOT REACH HIGH ENOUGH, BUT IT BECAME THE CAUSE OF GUILT AND [SEXUAL] SIN. 11 O MY BOY! IF THOU HADST HONOURED ME AND RESPECTED ME AND HADST LISTENED TO MY WORDS THOU WOULDST HAVE BEEN MY HEIR AND WOULDST HAVE REIGNED OVER MY DOMINIONS. 12 O MY SON! KNOW THOU THAT IF THE TAIL OF THE DOG OR THE PIG WERE TEN CUBITS LONG IT WOULD NOT APPROACH TO THE WORTH OF THE HORSE'S EVEN IF IT WERE LIKE SILK. 13 O MY BOY! I [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT THAT THOU WOULDST HAVE BEEN MY HEIR AT MY DEATH; AND THOU THROUGH THY [SEXUAL] ENVY AND THY [SEXUAL] INSOLENCE DIDST [SEXUALLY] DESIRE TO KILL ME. BUT THE LORD DELIVERED ME FROM THY [SEXUAL] CUNNING. 14 O MY SON! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE A TRAP WHICH WAS SET UP ON THE DUNGHILL, AND THERE CAME A SPARROW AND FOUND THE TRAP SET UP. AND THE SPARROW SAID TO THE TRAP, "WHAT DOEST THOU HERE?" SAID THE TRAP, "I AM PRAYING HERE TO GOD." 15 AND THE LARK ASKED IT ALSO, "WHAT IS THE PIECE OF WOOD THAT THOU HOLDEST?" SAID THE TRAP, "THAT IS A YOUNG OAK-TREE ON WHICH I LEAN AT THE TIME OF PRAYER." 16 SAID THE LARK: "AND WHAT IS THAT THING IN THY MOUTH?" SAID THE TRAP: "THAT IS BREAD AND VICTUALS WHICH I CARRY FOR ALL THE HUNGRY AND THE POOR WHO COME NEAR TO ME." 17 SAID THE LARK: "NOW THEN MAY I COME FORWARD AND EAT, FOR I AM HUNGRY?" AND THE TRAP SAID TO HIM, "COME FORWARD." AND THE LARK APPROACHED THAT IT, MIGHT EAT. 18 BUT THE TRAP SPRANG UP AND SEIZED THE LARK BY ITS NECK. 19 AND THE LARK ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE TRAP, "IF THAT IS THY BREAD FOR THE HUNGRY GOD ACCEPTETH NOT THINE ALMS AND THY KIND [SEXLESS] DEEDS. 20 AND IF THAT IS THY FASTING AND THY PRAYERS, GOD ACCEPTETH FROM THEE NEITHER THY FAST NOR THY PRAYER, AND GOD WILL NOT PERFECT WHAT IS GOOD CONCERNING THEE." 21 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME (AS) A LION WHO MADE FRIENDS WITH AN ASS, AND THE ASS KEPT WALKING BEFORE THE LION FOR A TIME; AND ONE DAY THE LION SPRANG UPON THE ASS AND ATE IT UP. 22 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE A WEEVIL IN THE WHEAT, FOR IT DOES NO GOOD TO ANYTHING, BUT SPOILS THE WHEAT AND GNAWS IT. 23 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN LIKE A MAN WHO SOWED TEN MEASURES OF WHEAT, AND WHEN IT WAS HARVEST TIME, HE AROSE AND REAPED IT, AND GARNERED IT, AND THRESHED IT, AND TOILED OVER IT TO THE VERY UTMOST, AND IT TURNED OUT TO BE TEN MEASURES, AND ITS MASTER SAID TO IT: "O THOU LAZY THING! THOU HAST NOT GROWN AND THOU HAST NOT SHRUNK." 24 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE THE PARTRIDGE THAT HAD BEEN THROWN INTO THE NET, AND SHE COULD NOT SAVE HERSELF, BUT SHE CALLED OUT TO THE PARTRIDGES, THAT SHE MIGHT CAST THEM WITH HERSELF INTO THE NET. 25 O MY SON! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE THE DOG THAT WAS COLD AND IT WENT INTO THE POTTER'S HOUSE TO GET WARM. 26 AND WHEN IT HAD GOT WARM, IT BEGAN TO BARK AT THEM, AND THEY CHASED IT OUT AND BEAT IT, THAT IT MIGHT NOT BITE THEM. 27 O MY SON! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE THE PIG WHO WENT INTO THE HOT BATH WITH PEOPLE OF QUALITY, AND WHEN IT CAME OUT OF THE HOT BATH, IT SAW A FILTHY HOLE AND IT WENT DOWN AND WALLOWED IN IT. 28 O MY SON! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE THE GOAT WHICH JOINED ITS COMRADES ON THEIR WAY TO THE SACRIFICE, AND IT WAS UNABLE TO SAVE ITSELF. 29 O MY BOY! THE DOG WHICH IS NOT FED FROM ITS HUNTING BECOMES FOOD FOR FLIES. 30 O MY SON! THE HAND WHICH DOES NOT LABOUR AND PLOUGH AND (WHICH) IS [SEXUALLY] GREEDY AND [SEXUALLY] CUNNING SHALL BE CUT AWAY FROM ITS SHOULDER. 31 O MY SON! THE EYE IN WHICH LIGHT IS NOT SEEN, THE RAVENS SHALL PICK AT IT AND PLUCK IT OUT. 32 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE A TREE WHOSE BRANCHES THEY WERE CUTTING, AND IT SAID TO THEM, "IF SOMETHING OF ME WERE NOT IN YOUR HANDS, VERILY YOU WOULD BE UNABLE TO CUT ME." 33 O MY BOY! THOU ART LIKE THE CAT TO WHOM THEY SAID: "LEAVE OFF THIEVING TILL WE MAKE FOR THEE A CHAIN OF GOLD AND FEED THEE WITH SUGAR AND ALMONDS." 34 AND SHE SAID, "I AM NOT FORGETFUL OF THE CRAFT OF MY FATHER AND MY MOTHER." 35 O MY SON! THOU HAST BEEN LIKE THE SERPENT RIDING ON A THORN-BUSH WHEN HE WAS IN THE MIDST OF A RIVER, AND A WOLF SAW THEM AND SAID, "MISCHIEF UPON MISCHIEF, AND LET HIM WHO IS MORE MISCHIEVOUS THAN THEY DIRECT BOTH OF THEM." 36 AND THE SERPENT SAID TO THE WOLF, "THE LAMBS AND THE GOATS AND THE SHEEP WHICH THOU HAST EATEN ALL THY LIFE, WILT THOU RETURN THEM TO THEIR FATHERS AND TO THEIR PARENTS OR NO?" 37 SAID THE WOLF, "NO." AND THE SERPENT SAID TO HIM, "I [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT AFTER MYSELF THOU ART THE WORST OF US." 38 O MY BOY! I FED THEE WITH GOOD FOOD AND THOU DIDST NOT FEED ME WITH DRY BREAD. 39 O MY BOY! I GAVE THEE SUGARED WATER TO. DRINK AND GOOD SYRUP, AND THOU DIDST NOT GIVE ME WATER FROM THE WELL TO DRINK. 40 O MY BOY! I TAUGHT THEE, AND BROUGHT THEE UP, AND THOU DIDST DIG A HIDING-PLACE FOR ME AND DIDST CONCEAL ME. 41 O MY BOY! I BROUGHT THEE UP WITH THE BEST UPBRINGING AND TRAINED THEE LIKE A TALL CEDAR; AND THOU HAST TWISTED AND BENT ME. 42 O MY BOY! IT WAS MY HOPE CONCERNING THEE THAT THOU WOULDST BUILD ME A FORTIFIED CASTLE, THAT I MIGHT BE CONCEALED FROM MY ENEMIES IN IT, AND THOU DIDST BECOME TO ME LIKE ONE BURYING IN THE DEPTH OF THE EARTH; BUT THE LORD TOOK PITY ON ME AND DELIVERED ME FROM THY [SEXUAL] CUNNING. 43 O MY BOY! I WISHED THEE WELL, AND THOU DIDST REWARD ME WITH EVIL AND HATEFULNESS, AND NOW I WOULD FAIN TEAR OUT THINE EYES, AND MAKE THEE FOOD FOR DOGS, AND CUT OUT THY TONGUE, AND TAKE OFF THY HEAD WITH THE EDGE OF THE SWORD, AND RECOMPENSE THEE FOR THINE ABOMINABLE [SEXUAL] DEEDS.' 44 AND WHEN NADAN HEARD THIS SPEECH FROM HIS UNCLE HAIQÂR, HE SAID: 'O MY UNCLE! DEAL WITH ME ACCORDING TO THY KNOWLEDGE, AND FORGIVE ME MY [NON-SEXUAL] SINS, FOR WHO IS THERE WHO HATH [SEXUALLY] SINNED LIKE ME, OR WHO IS THERE WHO FORGIVES LIKE THEE? 45 ACCEPT ME, O MY UNCLE! NOW I WILL SERVE IN THY HOUSE, AND GROOM THY HORSES AND SWEEP UP THE DUNG OF THY CATTLE, AND FEED THY SHEEP, FOR I AM THE WICKED AND THOU ART THE RIGHTEOUS: I THE GUILTY AND THOU THE FORGIVING.' 46 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'O MY BOY! THOU ART LIKE THE TREE WHICH WAS FRUITLESS BESIDE THE WATER, AND ITS MASTER WAS FAIN TO CUT IT DOWN, AND IT SAID TO HIM, "REMOVE ME TO ANOTHER PLACE, AND IF I DO NOT BEAR FRUIT, CUT ME DOWN." 47 AND ITS MASTER SAID TO IT, "THOU BEING BESIDE THE WATER HAST NOT BORNE FRUIT, HOW SHALT THOU BEAR FRUIT WHEN THOU ART IN ANOTHER PLACE?" 48 O MY BOY! THE OLD AGE OF THE EAGLE IS BETTER THAN THE YOUTH OF THE CROW. 49 O MY BOY! THEY SAID TO THE WOLF, "KEEP AWAY FROM THE SHEEP LEST THEIR DUST SHOULD HARM THEE." AND THE WOLF SAID, "THE DREGS OF THE SHEEP'S MILK ARE GOOD FOR MY EYES." 50 O MY BOY! THEY MADE THE WOLF GO TO SCHOOL THAT HE MIGHT LEARN TO READ AND THEY SAID TO HIM, "SAY A, B." HE SAID, "LAMB AND GOAT IN MY BELL" 51 O MY BOY! THEY SET THE ASS DOWN AT THE TABLE AND HE FELL, AND BEGAN TO ROLL HIMSELF IN THE DUST AND ONE SAID, "LET HIM ROLL HIMSELF, FOR IT IS HIS [SEXLESS] NATURE, HE WILL NOT CHANGE. 52 O MY BOY! THE SAYING HAS BEEN CONFIRMED WHICH RUNS: "IF THOU BEGETTEST A BOY, CALL HIM THY SON, AND IF THOU REAREST A BOY, CALL HIM THY SLAVE." 53 O MY BOY! HE WHO DOETH GOOD SHALL MEET WITH GOOD; AND HE WHO DOETH EVIL SHALL MEET WITH EVIL, FOR THE LORD REQUITETH A MAN ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF HIS WORK. 54 O MY BOY! WHAT SHALL I SAY MORE TO THEE THAN THESE SAYINGS? FOR THE LORD KNOWETH WHAT IS HIDDEN, AND IS ACQUAINTED WITH THE MYSTERIES AND THE SECRETS. 55 AND HE WILL REQUITE THEE AND WILL JUDGE, BETWIXT ME AND THEE, AND WILL RECOMPENSE THEE ACCORDING TO THY DESERT', 56 AND WHEN NADAN HEARD THAT SPEECH FROM HIS UNCLE HAIQÂR, HE SWELLED UP IMMEDIATELY AND BECAME LIKE A BLOWN-OUT BLADDER. 57 AND HIS LIMBS SWELLED AND HIS LEGS AND HIS FEET AND HIS SIDE, AND HE WAS TORN AND HIS BELLY BURST ASUNDER AND HIS ENTRAILS WERE SCATTERED, AND HE PERISHED, AND DIED. 58 AND HIS LATTER END WAS DESTRUCTION, AND HE WENT TO HELL. FOR HE WHO DIGS A PIT FOR HIS BROTHER SHALL FALL INTO IT; AND HE WHO SETS UP TRAPS SHALL BE CAUGHT IN THEM. 59 THIS IS WHAT HAPPENED AND (WHAT) WE FOUND ABOUT THE TALE OF HAIQÂR, AND PRAISE BE TO GOD FOR EVER. AMEN, AND PEACE. 60 THIS CHRONICLE IS FINISHED WITH THE HELP OF GOD, MAY HE BE EXALTED! AMEN, AMEN, AMEN.
THE TESTAMENT OF THE 12 PATRIARCHS
TESTAMENT OF REUBEN
THE FIRST-BORN SON OF JACOB AND LEAH.
CHAPTER 1
REUBEN, THE FIRST-BORN SON OF JACOB AND LEAH. THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE [SEXLESSLY] COUNSELS AGAINST FORNICATION AND POINTS OUT THE WAYS IN WHICH MEN ARE MOST APT TO [SEXUALLY] FALL INTO [SEXUAL] ERROR.
1 THE COPY OF THE TESTAMENT OF REUBEN, EVEN THE COMMANDS WHICH HE GAVE HIS SONS BEFORE HE DIED IN THE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIFTH YEAR OF HIS LIFE. 2 TWO YEARS AFTER THE DEATH OF JOSEPH HIS BROTHER, WHEN REUBEN FELL ILL, HIS SONS AND HIS SONS' SONS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER TO VISIT HIM. 3 AND HE SAID TO THEM: MY CHILDREN, BEHOLD I AM DYING, AND GO THE WAY OF MY FATHERS. 4 AND SEEING THERE JUDAH, AND GAD, AND ASHER, HIS BRETHREN, HE SAID TO THEM: RAISE ME UP THAT I MAY TELL TO MY BRETHREN AND TO MY CHILDREN WHAT THINGS I HAVE HIDDEN IN MY HEART, FOR BEHOLD NOW AT LENGTH I AM PASSING AWAY. 5 AND HE AROSE AND KISSED THEM, AND SAID UNTO THEM: HEAR, MY BRETHREN, AND DO YE MY CHILDREN, GIVE EAR TO REUBEN YOUR FATHER, IN THE COMMANDS WHICH I GIVE UNTO YOU. 6 AND BEHOLD I CALL TO WITNESS AGAINST YOU THIS DAY THE GOD OF HEAVEN, THAT YE WALK NOT IN THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF YOUTH AND FORNICATION, WHEREIN I WAS POURED OUT, AND DEFILED THE BED OF MY FATHER JACOB. 7 AND I TELL YOU THAT HE SMOTE ME WITH A SORE PLAGUE IN MY LOINS FOR SEVEN MONTHS; AND HAD NOT MY FATHER JAMB PRAYED FOR ME TO THE LORD, THE LORD WOULD HAVE DESTROYED ME. 8 FOR I WAS THIRTY YEARS OLD WHEN I WROUGHT THE EVIL THING BEFORE THE LORD, AND FOR SEVEN MONTHS I WAS SICK UNTO DEATH. 9 AND AFTER THIS I REPENTED WITH SET [SEXLESS] PURPOSE OF MY SOUL FOR SEVEN YEARS BEFORE THE LORD. 10 AND WINE AND STRONG DRINK I DRANK NOT, AND FLESH ENTERED NOT INTO MY MOUTH, AND I ATE NO PLEASANT FOOD; BUT I MOURNED OVER MY [SEXUAL] SIN, FOR IT WAS GREAT, SUCH AS HAD NOT BEEN IN ISRAEL. 11 AND NOW HEAR ME, MY CHILDREN, WHAT THINGS I SAW CONCERNING THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF DECEIT, WHEN I REPENTED. 12 SEVEN SPIRITS THEREFORE ARE APPOINTED AGAINST MAN, AND THEY ARE THE LEADERS IN THE WORKS OF YOUTH. 13 AND SEVEN OTHER SPIRITS ARE GIVEN TO HIM AT HIS CREATION, THAT THROUGH THEM SHOULD BE DONE EVERY WORK OF MAN. 14 THE FIRST IS THE SPIRIT OF LIFE, WITH WHICH THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN IS CREATED. 15 THE SECOND IS THE SENSE OF SIGHT, WITH WHICH ARISES [SEXLESS] DESIRE. 16 THE THIRD IS THE SENSE OF HEARING, WITH WHICH COMETH TEACHING. 17 THE FOURTH IS THE SENSE OF SMELL, WITH WHICH TASTES ARE GIVEN TO DRAW AIR AND BREATH. 18 THE FIFTH IS THE POWER OF SPEECH, WITH WHICH COMETH KNOWLEDGE. 19 THE SIXTH IS THE SENSE OF TASTE, WITH WHICH COMETH THE EATING OF MEATS AND DRINKS; AND BY IT, STRENGTH IS PRODUCED, FOR IN FOOD IS THE FOUNDATION. OF STRENGTH. 20 THE SEVENTH IS THE POWER OF PROCREATION AND SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, WITH WHICH THROUGH [SEXUAL] LOVE OF [SEXLESS] PLEASURE [SEXUAL] SINS ENTER IN. 21 WHEREFORE IT IS THE LAST IN ORDER OF CREATION, AND THE FIRST IN THAT OF YOUTH, BECAUSE IT IS FILLED WITH IGNORANCE, AND LEADETH THE YOUTH AS A BLIND MAN TO A PIT, AND AS A BEAST TO A PRECIPICE. 22 BESIDES ALL THESE THERE IS AN EIGHTH SPIRIT OF SLEEP, WITH WHICH IS BROUGHT ABOUT THE TRANCE OF [SEXUAL] NATURE AND THE OF DEATH. 23 WITH THESE SPIRITS ARE MINGLED THE SPIRITS OF [SEXUAL] ERROR. 24 FIRST, THE SPIRIT OF FORNICATION IS SEATED IN THE [SEXUAL] NATURE AND IN THE SENSES; 25 THE SECOND, THE SPIRIT OF INSATIABLENESS IN THE BELLY; 26 THE THIRD, THE SPIRIT OF FIGHTING, IN THE LIVER AND GALL. 27 THE FOURTH IS THE SPIRIT OF OBSEQUIOUSNESS AND CHICANERY, THAT THROUGH OFFICIOUS ATTENTION ONE MAY BE FAIR IN SEEMING. 28 THE FIFTH IS THE SPIRIT OF PRIDE, THAT ONE MAY BE BOASTFUL AND [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT. 29 THE SIXTH IS THE SPIRIT OF LYING, IN PERDITION AND JEALOUSY TO PRACTICE DECEITS, AND CONCEALMENTS FROM KINDRED AND FRIENDS. 30 THE SEVENTH IS THE SPIRIT OF INJUSTICE, WITH WHICH ARE THEFTS AND ACTS OF RAPACITY, THAT A MAN MAY FULFIL THE [SEXUAL] DESIRE OF HIS HEART; FOR INJUSTICE WORKETH TOGETHER WITH THE OTHER SPIRITS BY THE TAKING OF GIFTS. 31 AND WITH ALL THESE THE SPIRIT OF SLEEP IS JOINED WHICH IS THAT OF [SEXUAL] ERROR AND FANTASY [FICTION]. 32 AND SO PERISHES EVERY YOUNG MAN, DARKENING HIS MIND FROM THE TRUTH, AND NOT UNDERSTANDING THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD, NOR OBEYING THE ADMONITIONS OF HIS FATHERS, AS BEFELL ME ALSO IN MY YOUTH. 33 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, [SEXLESS] LOVE THE TRUTH, AND IT WILL PRESERVE YOU: HEAR YE THE WORDS OF REUBEN YOUR FATHER. 34 PAY NO HEED TO THE FACE OF A WOMAN, 35 NOR ASSOCIATE WITH ANOTHER MAN'S WIFE, 36 NOR MEDDLE WITH AFFAIRS OF WOMANKIND. 37 FOR HAD I NOT SEEN BILHAH BATHING IN A COVERED PLACE, I HAD NOT FALLEN INTO THIS GREAT INIQUITY. 38 FOR MY MIND TAKING IN THE [SEXUAL] THOUGHT OF THE WOMAN'S NAKEDNESS, SUFFERED ME NOT TO SLEEP UNTIL I HAD WROUGHT THE ABOMINABLE THING. 39 FOR WHILE JACOB OUR FATHER HAD GONE TO ISAAC HIS FATHER, WHEN WE WERE IN EDER, NEAR TO EPHRATH IN BETHLEHEM, BILHAH BECAME DRUNK AND WAS ASLEEP UNCOVERED IN HER CHAMBER. 40 HAVING THEREFORE GONE IN AND BEHELD HER NAKEDNESS, I WROUGHT THE IMPIETY WITHOUT HER PERCEIVING IT, AND LEAVING HER SLEEPING DEPARTED. 41 AND FORTHWITH AN ANGEL OF GOD REVEALED TO MY FATHER CONCERNING MY IMPIETY, AND HE CAME AND MOURNED OVER ME, AND TOUCHED HER NO MORE.
CHAPTER 2
REUBEN CONTINUES WITH HIS EXPERIENCES AND HIS GOOD ADVICE.
[bookmark: fr_18]1 PAY NO HEED, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, TO THE BEAUTY OF WOMEN, NOR SET YOUR MIND--ON THEIR AFFAIRS; BUT WALK IN SINGLENESS OF HEART IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD, AND EXPEND LABOR ON GOOD WORKS, AND ON STUDY AND ON YOUR FLOCKS, UNTIL THE LORD GIVE YOU A WIFE, WHOM HE WILL, THAT YE SUFFER NOT AS I DID. 2 FOR UNTIL MY FATHER'S DEATH I HAD NOT BOLDNESS TO LOOK IN HIS FACE, OR TO SPEAK TO ANY OF MY BRETHREN, BECAUSE OF THE REPROACH. 3 EVEN UNTIL NOW MY CONSCIENCE CAUSES ME ANGUISH ON ACCOUNT OF MY IMPIETY. 4 AND YET MY FATHER COMFORTED ME MUCH, AND PRAYED FOR ME UNTO THE LORD, THAT THE ANGER OF THE LORD MIGHT PASS FROM ME, EVEN AS THE LORD SHOWED. 5 AND THENCEFORTH UNTIL NOW I HAVE BEEN ON MY GUARD AND [SEXUALLY] SINNED NOT. 6 THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, I SAY UNTO YOU, OBSERVE ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER I COMMAND YOU, AND YE SHALL NOT [SEXUALLY] SIN. 7 FOR A PIT UNTO THE SOUL IS THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF FORNICATION, SEPARATING IT FROM GOD, AND BRINGING IT NEAR TO IDOLS, BECAUSE IT DECEIVES THE MIND AND UNDERSTANDING, AND LEADETH DOWN YOUNG MEN INTO HADES BEFORE THEIR TIME. 8 FOR MANY HATH FORNICATION DESTROYED; BECAUSE, THOUGH A MAN BE OLD OR NOBLE, OR RICH OR POOR, HE BRINGETH REPROACH UPON HIMSELF WITH THE SONS OF MEN AND DERISION WITH BELIAR. 9 FOR YE HEARD REGARDING JOSEPH HOW HE GUARDED HIMSELF FROM A WOMAN, AND PURGED HIS [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS FROM ALL FORNICATION, AND FOUND FAVOR IN THE SIGHT OF GOD AND MEN. 10 FOR THE EGYPTIAN WOMAN DID MANY THINGS UNTO HIM, AND SUMMONED MAGICIANS, AND OFFERED HIM [SEXLESS] LOVE POTIONS, BUT THE [SEXLESS] PURPOSE OF HIS SOUL ADMITTED NO EVIL [SEXUAL] DESIRE. 11 THEREFORE THE GOD OF YOUR FATHERS DELIVERED HIM FROM EVERY EVIL AND HIDDEN DEATH. 12 FOR IF FORNICATION OVERCOMES NOT YOUR MIND, NEITHER CAN BELIAR OVERCOME YOU. 13 FOR EVIL ARE WOMEN, MY CHILDREN; AND SINCE THEY HAVE NO POWER OR STRENGTH OVER MAN, THEY USE WILES BY OUTWARD [PROVOCATIVE] ATTRACTIONS, THAT THEY MAY DRAW HIM TO THEMSELVES. 14 AND WHOM THEY CANNOT [SEXUALLY] BEWITCH BY OUTWARD [PROVOCATIVE] ATTRACTIONS, HIM THEY OVERCOME BY CRAFT. 15 FOR MOREOVER, CONCERNING THEM, THE ANGEL OF THE LORD TOLD ME, AND TAUGHT ME, THAT WOMEN ARE OVERCOME BY THE SPIRIT OF FORNICATION MORE THAN MEN, AND IN THEIR HEART, THEY [SEXUAL] PLOT AGAINST MEN; AND BY MEANS OF THEIR ADORNMENT THEY DECEIVE FIRST THEIR MINDS, AND BY THE GLANCE OF THE EYE INSTILL THE POISON, AND THEN THROUGH THE ACCOMPLISHED ACT THEY TAKE THEM CAPTIVE. 16 FOR A WOMAN CANNOT FORCE A MAN OPENLY, BUT BY A HARLOT'S BEARING SHE [SEXUALLY] BEGUILES HIM. 17 FLEE, THEREFORE, FORNICATION, MY CHILDREN, AND COMMAND YOUR WIVES AND YOUR DAUGHTERS, THAT THEY ADORN NOT THEIR HEADS AND FACES TO DECEIVE THE MIND: BECAUSE EVERY WOMAN WHO USES THESE WILES BATH BEEN RESERVED FOR ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 18 FOR THUS THEY ALLURED THE WATCHERS WHO WERE BEFORE THE FLOOD; FOR AS THESE CONTINUALLY BEHELD THEM, THEY [SEXUALLY] LUSTED AFTER THEM, AND THEY CONCEIVED THE ACT IN THEIR MIND; FOR THEY CHANGED THEMSELVES INTO THE SHAPE OF MEN, AND APPEARED TO THEM WHEN THEY WERE WITH THEIR HUSBANDS. 19 AND THE WOMEN [SEXUALLY] LUSTING IN THEIR MINDS AFTER THEIR FORMS, GAVE BIRTH TO GIANTS, FOR THE WATCHERS APPEARED TO THEM AS REACHING EVEN UNTO HEAVEN. 20 BEWARE, THEREFORE, OF FORNICATION; AND IF YOU WISH TO BE PURE IN MIND, GUARD YOUR SENSES FROM EVERY WOMAN. 21 AND COMMAND THE WOMEN LIKEWISE NOT TO ASSOCIATE WITH MEN, THAT THEY ALSO MAY BE PURE IN MIND. 22 FOR CONSTANT MEETINGS, EVEN THOUGH THE UNGODLY DEED BE NOT WROUGHT, ARE TO THEM AN IRREMEDIABLE DISEASE, AND TO US A DESTRUCTION OF BELIAR AND AN ETERNAL REPROACH. 23 FOR IN FORNICATION THERE IS NEITHER UNDERSTANDING NOR GODLINESS, AND ALL JEALOUSY DWELLETH IN THE [SEXUAL] LUST THEREOF. 24 THEREFORE, THEN I SAY UNTO YOU, YE WILL BE JEALOUS AGAINST THE SONS OF LEVI, AND WILL SEEK TO BE EXALTED OVER THEM; BUT YE SHALL NOT BE ABLE. 25 FOR GOD WILL AVENGE THEM, AND YE SHALL DIE BY AN EVIL DEATH. FOR TO LEVI GOD GAVE THE SOVEREIGNTY AND TO JUDAH WITH HIM AND TO ME ALSO, AND TO DAN AND JOSEPH, THAT WE SHOULD BE FOR RULERS. 26 THEREFORE I COMMAND YOU TO HEARKEN TO LEVI, BECAUSE HE SHALL KNOW THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD, AND SHALL GIVE ORDINANCES FOR JUDGEMENT AND SHALL SACRIFICE FOR ALL ISRAEL UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE TIMES, AS THE ANOINTED HIGH PRIEST, OF WHOM THE LORD SPOKE. 27 I ADJURE YOU BY THE GOD OF HEAVEN TO DO TRUTH EACH ONE UNTO HIS NEIGHBOR AND TO ENTERTAIN [SEXLESS] LOVE EACH ONE FOR HIS BROTHER. 28 AND DRAW YE NEAR TO LEVI IN HUMBLENESS, OF HEART, THAT YE MAY RECEIVE A BLESSING FROM HIS MOUTH. 29 FOR HE SHALL BLESS ISRAEL AND JUDAH, BECAUSE HIM HATH THE LORD CHOSEN TO BE KING OVER ALL THE NATION. 30 AND BOW DOWN BEFORE HIS SEED, FOR ON OUR BEHALF IT WILL DIE IN WARS VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, AND WILL BE AMONG YOU AN ETERNAL KING. 31 AND REUBEN DIED, HAVING GIVEN THESE COMMANDS TO HIS SONS. AND THEY PLACED HIM IN A COFFIN UNTIL THEY CARRIED HIM UP FROM EGYPT, AND BURIED HIM IN HEBRON IN THE CAVE WHERE HIS FATHER WAS. 
TESTAMENT OF SIMEON
THE SECOND SON OF JACOB AND LEAH.
CHAPTER 1
SIMEON, THE SECOND SON OF JACOB AND LEAH. THE STRONG MAN. HE BECOMES JEALOUS OF JOSEPH AND IS AN [SEXUAL] INSTIGATOR OF THE [SEXUAL] PLOT AGAINST JOSEPH.
1 THE COPY OF THE WORDS OF SIMEON, THE THINGS WHICH HE SPOKE TO HIS SONS BEFORE HE DIED, IN THE HUNDRED AND TWENTIETH YEAR OF HIS LIFE, AT WHICH TIME JOSEPH, HIS BROTHER, DIED. 2 FOR WHEN SIMEON WAS SICK, HIS SONS CAME TO VISIT HIM. AND HE STRENGTHENED HIMSELF AND SAT UP AND KISSED THEM, AND SAID: 3 HEARKEN, MY CHILDREN, TO SIMEON YOUR FATHER AND I WILL DECLARE UNTO YOU WHAT THINGS I HAVE IN MY HEART. 4 I WAS BORN OF JACOB AS MY FATHER'S SECOND SON; AND MY MOTHER LEAH CALLED ME SIMEON, BECAUSE THE LORD HAD HEARD HER PRAYER. 5 MOREOVER, I BECAME STRONG EXCEEDINGLY; I SHRANK FROM NO ACHIEVEMENT NOR WAS I AFRAID OF OUGHT. FOR MY HEART WAS HARD, AND MY LIVER WAS IMMOVABLE, AND MY BOWELS WITHOUT COMPASSION. 6 BECAUSE VALOR ALSO HAS BEEN GIVEN FROM THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] TO MEN IN SOUL AND BODY. 7 FOR IN THE TIME OF MY YOUTH I WAS JEALOUS IN MANY THINGS OF JOSEPH, BECAUSE MY FATHER [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM BEYOND ALL. 8 AND I SET MY MIND AGAINST HIM TO DESTROY HIM BECAUSE THE PRINCE OF DECEIT SENT FORTH THE SPIRIT OF JEALOUSY AND BLINDED MY MIND, SO THAT I REGARDED HIM NOT AS A BROTHER, NOR DID I SPARE EVEN JACOB MY FATHER. 9 BUT HIS GOD AND THE GOD OF HIS FATHERS SENT FORTH HIS ANGEL, AND DELIVERED HIM OUT OF MY HANDS. 10 FOR WHEN I WENT TO SHECHEM TO BRING OINTMENT FOR THE FLOCKS, AND REUBEN TO DOTHAN, WHERE WERE OUR NECESSARIES AND ALL OUR STORES, JUDAH MY BROTHER SOLD HIM TO THE ISHMAELITES. 11 AND WHEN REUBEN HEARD THESE THINGS HE WAS GRIEVED, FOR HE WISHED TO RESTORE HIM TO HIS FATHER. 12 BUT ON HEARING THIS I WAS EXCEEDINGLY WROTH AGAINST JUDAH IN THAT HE LET HIM GO AWAY ALIVE, AND FOR FIVE MONTHS I CONTINUED WRATHFUL AGAINST HIM. 13 BUT THE LORD RESTRAINED ME, AND WITHHELD FROM ME THE POWER OF MY HANDS; FOR MY RIGHT HAND WAS HALF WITHERED FOR SEVEN DAYS. 14 AND I KNEW, MY CHILDREN, THAT BECAUSE OF JOSEPH THIS HAD BEFALLEN ME, AND I REPENTED AND WEPT; AND I BESOUGHT THE LORD GOD THAT MY HAND MIGHT BE RESTORED AND THAT I MIGHT HOLD ALOOF FROM ALL [SEXUAL] POLLUTION AND [SEXUAL] ENVY AND FROM ALL [SEXUAL] FOLLY. 15 FOR I KNEW THAT I HAD DEVISED AN EVIL THING BEFORE THE LORD AND JACOB MY FATHER, ON ACCOUNT OF JOSEPH MY BROTHER, IN THAT I ENVIED HIM. 16 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, HEARKEN UNTO ME AND BEWARE OF THE SPIRIT OF DECEIT AND ENVY. 17 FOR ENVY RULES OVER THE WHOLE MIND OF A MAN, AND SUFFERED HIM NEITHER TO EAT NOR TO DRINK, NOR TO DO ANY GOOD THING. BUT IT EVER SUGGESTED TO HIM TO DESTROY HIM THAT HE ENVIED; AND SO LONG AS HE THAT IS ENVIED FLOURISHES, HE THAT ENVIED FADED AWAY. 18 TWO YEARS THEREFORE I AFFLICTED MY SOUL WITH FASTING IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD, AND I LEARNT THAT DELIVERANCE FROM ENVY COMETH BY THE FEAR OF GOD. 19 FOR IF A MAN, FLEE TO THE LORD, THE EVIL SPIRIT RUNS AWAY FROM HIM AND HIS MIND IS LIGHTENED. 20 AND HENCEFORWARD HE SYMPATHIZES WITH HIM WHOM HE ENVIED AND FORGIVES THOSE WHO ARE HOSTILE TO HIM, AND SO CEASES FROM HIS ENVY.
CHAPTER 2
REUBEN [SEXLESSLY] COUNSELS HIS HEARERS AGAINST ENVY.
1 AND MY FATHER ASKED CONCERNING ME, BECAUSE HE SAW THAT I WAS SAD; AND I SAID UNTO HIM, I AM PAINED IN MY LIVER. 2 FOR I MOURNED MORE THAN THEY ALL, BECAUSE I WAS GUILTY OF THE SELLING OF JOSEPH. 3 AND WHEN WE WENT DOWN INTO EGYPT, AND HE BOUND ME AS A SPY, I KNEW THAT I WAS SUFFERING JUSTLY, AND I GRIEVED NOT. 4 NOW JOSEPH WAS A GOOD MAN, AND HAD THE SPIRIT OF GOD WITHIN HIM: BEING COMPASSIONATE AND PITIFUL, HE BORE NO MALICE AGAINST ME; BUT [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ME EVEN AS THE REST OF HIS BRETHREN. 5 BEWARE, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, OF ALL JEALOUSY AND ENVY, AND WALK IN SINGLENESS OF HEART, THAT GOD MAY GIVE YOU ALSO GRACE AND GLORY, AND BLESSING UPON YOUR HEADS, EVEN AS YE SAW IN JOSEPH'S CASE. 6 ALL HIS DAYS HE REPROACHED US NOT CONCERNING THIS THING, BUT [SEXLESSLY] LOVED US AS HIS OWN SOUL, AND BEYOND HIS OWN SONS GLORIFIED US, AND GAVE US RICHES, AND CATTLE AND FRUITS. 7 DO YE ALSO, MY CHILDREN, [SEXLESS] LOVE EACH ONE HIS BROTHER WITH A GOOD HEART, AND THE SPIRIT OF ENVY WILL WITHDRAW FROM YOU. 8 FOR THIS MAKES SAVAGE THE SOUL AND DESTROYED THE BODY; IT CAUSES ANGER AND WAR IN THE MIND, AND STIRRED UP UNTO [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF BLOOD, AND LEADETH THE MIND INTO FRENZY [INSANITY OR HYSTERIA], AND CAUSES TUMULT TO THE SOUL AND TREMBLING TO THE BODY. 9 FOR EVEN IN SLEEP MALICIOUS JEALOUSY GNAWED, AND WITH WICKED SPIRITS DISTURBED THE SOUL, AND CAUSES THE BODY TO BE TROUBLED, AND WAKES THE MIND FROM SLEEP IN CONFUSION; AND AS A WICKED AND POISONOUS SPIRIT, SO APPEARED IT TO MEN. 10 THEREFORE WAS JOSEPH COMELY IN APPEARANCE, AND GOODLY TO LOOK UPON, BECAUSE NO WICKEDNESS DWELT IN HIM; FOR SOME OF THE TROUBLE OF THE SPIRIT THE FACE MANIFESTED. 11 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, MAKE YOUR HEARTS GOOD BEFORE THE LORD, AND YOUR WAYS STRAIGHT BEFORE MEN, AND YE SHALL FIND GRACE BEFORE THE LORD AND MEN. 12 BEWARE, THEREFORE, OF FORNICATION, FOR FORNICATION IS MOTHER OF ALL EVILS, SEPARATING FROM GOD, AND BRINGING NEAR TO BELIAR. 13 FOR I HAVE SEEN IT INSCRIBED IN THE WRITING OF ENOCH THAT YOUR SONS SHALL BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED IN FORNICATION, AND SHALL DO HARM TO THE SONS OF LEVI WITH THE SWORD. 14 BUT THEY SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO WITHSTAND LEVI; FOR HE SHALL WAGE THE WAR OF THE LORD, AND SHALL CONQUER ALL YOUR HOSTS. 15 AND THEY SHALL BE FEW IN NUMBER, DIVIDED IN LEVI AND JUDAH, AND THERE SHALL BE NONE OF YOU FOR SOVEREIGNTY, EVEN AS ALSO OUR FATHER PROPHESIED IN HIS BLESSINGS.
CHAPTER 3
A PROPHECY OF THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH.
1 BEHOLD I HAVE TOLD YOU ALL THINGS, THAT I MAY BE ACQUITTED OF YOUR [SEXUAL] SIN. 2 NOW, IF YE REMOVE FROM YOU YOUR ENVY AND ALL STIFF-NECKEDNESS, IS A ROSE SHALL MY BONES FLOURISH IN ISRAEL, AND AS A LILY MY FLESH IN JACOB, AND MY ODOR SHALL BE AS THE ODOR OF LIBANUS; AND AS CEDARS SHALL HOLY ONES BE MULTIPLIED FROM ME FOR EVER, AND THEIR BRANCHES SHALL STRETCH AFAR OFF. 3 THEN SHALL PERISH THE SEED OF CANAAN, AND A REMNANT SHALL NOT BE UNTO AMALEK, AND ALL THE CAPPADOCIANS SHALL PERISH, AND ALL HITTITES SHALL BE UTTERLY DESTROYED. 4 THEN SHALL FAIL THE LAND OF HAM, AND ALL THE PEOPLE SHALL PERISH. 5 THEN SHALL ALL THE EARTH REST FROM TROUBLE, AND ALL THE WORLD UNDER HEAVEN FROM WAR. 6 THEN THE MIGHTY ONE OF ISRAEL SHALL GLORIFY SHEM. 7 FOR THE LORD GOD SHALL APPEAR ON EARTH, AND HIMSELF SAVE MEN, 8 THEN SHALL ALL THE SPIRITS OF DECEIT BE GIVEN TO BE TRODDEN UNDER FOOT, AND MEN SHALL, RULE OVER WICKED SPIRITS. 9 THEN SHALL I ARISE IN JOY AND WILL BLESS THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] BECAUSE OF HIS MARVELOUS WORKS, BECAUSE GOD HATH TAKEN A BODY AND EATEN WITH MEN AND SAVED MEN. 10 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, AND JUDAH, AND OBEY LEVI AND JUDAH, AND BE NOT LIFTED UP AGAINST THESE TWO TRIBES, FOR FROM THEM SHALL ARISE UNTO YOU THE SALVATION OF GOD. 11 FOR THE LORD SHALL RAISE UP FROM LEVI AS IT WERE A HIGH PRIEST, AND FROM JUDAH AS IT WERE A KING, GOD AND MAN, HE SHALL SAVE ALL THE GENTILES AND THE RACE OF ISRAEL. 12 THEREFORE I GIVE YOU THESE COMMANDS THAT YE ALSO MAY COMMAND YOUR CHILDREN, THAT THEY MAY OBSERVE THEM THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS. 13 AND WHEN SIMEON HAD MADE AN END OF COMMANDING HIS SONS, HE SLEPT WITH FATHERS, A HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS OLD. 14 AND THEY LAID HIM IN A WOODEN COFFIN, TO TAKE UP HIS BONES TO HEBRON. AND THEY TOOK THEM UP SECRETLY DURING A WAR OF THE EGYPTIANS. FOR THE BONES OF JOSEPH, THE EGYPTIANS GUARDED IN THE TOMBS OF THE KINGS. 15 FOR THE SORCERERS TOLD THEM, THAT ON THE DEPARTURE OF THE BONES OF JOSEPH THERE SHOULD BE THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND DARKNESS AND GLOOM, AND AN EXCEEDING GREAT PLAGUE TO THE EGYPTIANS, SO THAT EVEN WITH A LAMP A MAN SHOULD NOT RECOGNIZE HIS BROTHER. 16 AND THE SONS OF SIMEON BEWAILED THEIR FATHER. 17 AND THEY WERE IN EGYPT UNTIL THE DAY OF THEIR DEPARTURE BY THE HAND OF MOSES.
TESTAMENT OF LEVI
THE THIRD SON OF JACOB AND LEAH.
CHAPTER 1
LEVI, THE THIRD SON OF JACOB AND LEAH. A MYSTIC AND DREAMER OF DREAMS, A PROPHET.
1 THE COPY OF THE WORDS OF LEVI, THE THINGS WHICH HE ORDAINED UNTO HIS SONS, ACCORDING TO ALL THAT THEY SHOULD DO, AND WHAT THINGS SHOULD BEFALL THEM UNTIL THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT. 2 HE WAS SOUND IN HEALTH WHEN HE CALLED THEM TO HIM; FOR IT HAD BEEN REVEALED TO HIM THAT HE SHOULD DIE. 3 AND WHEN THEY WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, HE SAID TO THEM: 4 I, LEVI, WAS BORN IN HARAN, AND I CAME WITH MY FATHER TO SHECHEM. 5 AND I WAS YOUNG, ABOUT TWENTY YEARS OF AGE, WHEN, WITH SIMEON, I WROUGHT VENGEANCE ON HAMOR FOR OUR SISTER DINAH. 6 AND WHEN I WAS FEEDING THE FLOCKS IN ABEL-MAUL, THE SPIRIT OF UNDERSTAND OF THE LORD CAME UPON ME, AND I SAW ALL MEN [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTING THEIR WAY, AND THAT UNRIGHTEOUSNESS HAD BUILT FOR ITSELF WALLS, AND [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS SAT UPON TOWERS. 7 AND I WAS GRIEVING FOR THE RACE OF THE SONS OF MEN, AND I PRAYED TO THE LORD THAT I MIGHT BE SAVED. 8 THEN THERE FELL UPON ME A SLEEP, AND I BEHELD A HIGH MOUNTAIN, AND I WAS UPON IT. 9 AND BEHOLD THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED, AND AN ANGEL OF GOD SAID TO ME, LEVI, ENTER. 10 AND I ENTERED FROM THE FIRST HEAVEN, AND I SAW THERE A GREAT SEA HANGING. 11 AND FURTHER I SAW A SECOND HEAVEN FAR BRIGHTER AND MORE BRILLIANT, FOR THERE WAS A BOUNDLESS LIGHT ALSO THEREIN, 12 AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL, WHY IS THIS SO? AND THE ANGEL SAID TO ME, MARVEL NOT AT THIS, FOR THOU SHALT SEE ANOTHER HEAVEN MORE BRILLIANT AND INCOMPARABLE. 13 AND WHEN THOU HAST ASCENDED THITHER, THOU SHALT STAND NEAR THE LORD, AND SHALT BE HIS MINISTER, AND SHALT, DECLARE HIS MYSTERIES TO MEN, AND SHALT PROCLAIM CONCERNING HIM THAT SHALL REDEEM ISRAEL. 14 AND BY THEE AND JUDAH SHALL THE LORD APPEAR AMONG MEN, SAVING EVERY RACE OF MEN. 15 AND FROM THE LORD'S PORTION SHALL BE THY LIFE, AND HE SHALL BE THY FIELD AND VINEYARD, AND FRUITS, GOLD, AND SILVER. 16 HEAR, THEREFORE, REGARDING THE HEAVENS WHICH HAVE BEEN SHOWN TO THEE. 17 THE LOWEST IS FOR THIS CAUSE GLOOMY UNTO THEE, IN THAT IT BEHOLDS ALL THE UNRIGHTEOUS [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF MEN. 18 AND IT HAS FIRE, SNOW, AND ICE MADE READY FOR THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT, IN THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENT OF GOD; FOR IN IT ARE ALL THE SPIRITS OF THE RETRIBUTIONS FOR VENGEANCE ON MEN. 19 AND IN THE SECOND ARE THE HOSTS OF THE ARMIES WHICH ARE ORDAINED FOR THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT, TO WORK VENGEANCE ON THE SPIRITS OF DECEIT AND OF BELIAR. 20 AND ABOVE THEM ARE THE HOLY ONES. 21 AND IN THE [MOST] HIGHEST OF ALL DWELLETH THE GREAT GLORY, FAR ABOVE ALL HOLINESS. 22 IN THE HEAVEN NEXT TO IT ARE THE ARCHANGELS, WHO MINISTER AND MAKE PROPITIATION TO THE LORD FOR ALL THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF IGNORANCE OF THE RIGHTEOUS; 23 OFFERING TO THE LORD A SWEET-SMELLING SAVOR, A REASONABLE AND A BLOODLESS OFFERING. 24 AND IN THE HEAVEN BELOW THIS ARE THE ANGELS WHO BEAR ANSWERS TO THE ANGELS OF THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. 25 AND IN THE HEAVEN NEXT TO THIS ARE THRONES AND DOMINIONS, IN WHICH ALWAYS THEY OFFER PRAISE TO GOD. 26 WHEN, THEREFORE, THE LORD LOOK UPON US, ALL OF US ARE SHAKEN; YEA, THE HEAVENS, AND THE EARTH, AND THE ABYSSES ARE SHAKEN AT THE PRESENCE OF HIS MAJESTY. 27 BUT THE SONS OF MEN, HAVING NO PERCEPTION OF THESE THINGS, [SEXUALLY] SIN AND [SEXUALLY] PROVOKE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH].
CHAPTER 2
LEVI URGES PIETY AND EDUCATION.
1 NOW, THEREFORE, KNOW THAT THE LORD SHALL EXECUTE JUDGEMENT UPON THE SONS OF MEN. 2 BECAUSE WHEN THE ROCKS ARE BEING RENT, AND THE SUN QUENCHED, AND THE WATERS DRIED UP, AND THE FIRE COWERING, AND ALL CREATION TROUBLED, AND THE INVISIBLE SPIRITS MELTING AWAY, AND HADES TAKETH SPOILS THROUGH THE VISITATIONS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], MEN WILL BE UNBELIEVING AND PERSIST IN THEIR INIQUITY. 3 ON THIS ACCOUNT WITH PUNISHMENT SHALL THEY BE JUDGED. 4 THEREFORE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] HATH HEARD THY PRAYER, TO SEPARATE THEE FROM INIQUITY, AND THAT THOU SHOULD BECOME TO HIM A SON, AND A SERVANT, AND A MINISTER OF HIS PRESENCE. 5 THE LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE SHALT THOU LIGHT UP IN JACOB, AND AS THE SUN SHALT THOU BE TO ALL THE SEED OF ISRAEL. 6 AND THERE SHALL BE GIVEN TO THEE A BLESSING, AND TO ALL THY SEED UNTIL THE LORD SHALL VISIT ALL THE GENTILES IN HIS TENDER MERCIES FOR EVER. 7 AND THEREFORE THERE HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO THEE [SEXLESS] COUNSEL AND UNDERSTANDING, THAT THOU MIGHT INSTRUCT THY SONS CONCERNING THIS, 8 BECAUSE THEY THAT BLESS HIM SHALL BE BLESSED, AND THEY THAT CURSE HIM SHALL PERISH. 9 AND THEREUPON THE ANGEL OPENED TO ME THE GATES OF HEAVEN, AND I SAW THE HOLY TEMPLE, AND UPON A THRONE OF GLORY THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. 10 AND HE SAID TO ME: LEVI, I HAVE GIVEN THEE THE BLESSING OF THE PRIESTHOOD UNTIL I COME AND SOJOURN IN THE MIDST OF ISRAEL. 11 THEN THE ANGEL BROUGHT ME DOWN TO THE EARTH, AND GAVE ME A SHIELD AND A SWORD, AND SAID TO ME: EXECUTE VENGEANCE ON SHECHEM BECAUSE OF DINAH, THY SISTER, AND I WILL BE WITH THEE BECAUSE THE LORD HATH SENT ME. 12 AND I DESTROYED AT THAT TIME THE SONS OF HAMOR, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE HEAVENLY TABLES. 13 AND I SAID TO HIM: I PRAY THEE, O LORD, TELL ME THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THAT I MAY CALL UPON THEE IN A DAY OF TRIBULATION. 14 AND HE SAID: I AM THE ANGEL WHO INTERCEDES FOR THE NATION OF ISRAEL THAT THEY MAY NOT BE SMITTEN UTTERLY, FOR EVERY EVIL SPIRIT ATTACKED IT. 15 AND AFTER THESE THINGS I AWAKED, AND BLESSED THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND THE ANGEL WHO INTERCEDES FOR THE NATION OF ISRAEL AND FOR ALL THE RIGHTEOUS.
CHAPTER 3
LEVI HAS VISIONS AND SHOWS WHAT REWARDS ARE IN STORE FOR THE RIGHTEOUS.
1 AND WHEN I WAS GOING TO MY FATHER, I FOUND A BRAZEN SHIELD; WHEREFORE ALSO THE NAME OF THE MOUNTAIN IS ASPIS, WHICH IS NEAR GEBAL, TO THE SOUTH OF ABILA. 2 AND I KEPT THESE WORDS IN MY HEART. AND AFTER THIS I [SEXLESSLY] COUNSELLED MY FATHER, AND REUBEN MY BROTHER, TO BID THE SONS OF HAMOR NOT TO BE CIRCUMCISED; FOR I WAS ZEALOUS BECAUSE OF THE ABOMINATION WHICH THEY HAD WROUGHT ON MY SISTER. 3 AND I SLEW SHECHEM FIRST, AND SIMEON SLEW HAMOR. AND AFTER THIS MY BROTHERS CAME AND SMOTE THAT CITY WITH THE EDGE OF THE SWORD. 4 AND MY FATHER HEARD THESE THINGS AND WAS WROTH, AND HE WAS GRIEVED IN THAT THEY HAD RECEIVED THE CIRCUMCISION, AND AFTER THAT HAD BEEN PUT TO DEATH, AND IN HIS BLESSINGS, HE LOOKED AMISS UPON US. 5 FOR WE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BECAUSE WE HAD DONE THIS THING AGAINST HIS WILL, AND HE WAS SICK ON THAT DAY. 6 BUT I SAW THAT THE SENTENCE OF GOD WAS FOR EVIL UPON SHECHEM; FOR THEY SOUGHT TO DO TO SARAH AND REBECCA AS THEY HAD DONE TO DINAH OUR SISTER, BUT THE LORD PREVENTED THEM. 7 AND THEY PERSECUTED ABRAHAM OUR FATHER WHEN HE WAS A STRANGER, AND THEY VEXED HIS FLOCKS WHEN THEY WERE BIG WITH YOUNG; AND EBLAEN, WHO WAS BORN IN HIS HOUSE, THEY MOST SHAMEFULLY HANDLED. 8 AND THUS THEY DID TO ALL STRANGERS, TAKING AWAY THEIR WIVES BY FORCE, AND THEY BANISHED THEM. 9 BUT THE WRATH OF THE LORD CAME UPON THEM TO THE UTTERMOST. 10 AND I SAID TO MY FATHER JACOB: BY THEE WILL THE LORD DESPOIL THE CANAANITES, AND WILL GIVE THEIR LAND TO THEE AND TO THY SEED AFTER THEE. 11 FOR FROM THIS DAY FORWARD SHALL SHECHEM BE CALLED A CITY OF IMBECILES; FOR AS A MAN MOCKS A FOOL, SO DID WE MOCK THEM. 12 BECAUSE ALSO THEY HAD WROUGHT FOLLY IN ISRAEL BY DEFILING MY SISTER. AND WE DEPARTED AND CAME TO BETHEL. 13 AND THERE AGAIN I SAW A VISION AS THE FORMER, AFTER WE HAD SPENT THERE SEVENTY DAYS. 14 AND I SAW SEVEN MEN IN WHITE RAIMENT SAYING UNTO ME: ARISE, PUT ON THE ROBE OF THE PRIESTHOOD, AND THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THE BREASTPLATE OF UNDERSTANDING, AND THE GARMENT OF TRUTH, AND THE LATE OF FAITH, AND THE TURBAN OF THE HEAD, AND THE EPHOD OF PROPHECY. 15 AND THEY SEVERALLY CARRIED THESE THINGS AND PUT THEM ON ME, AND SAID UNTO ME: FROM HENCEFORTH BECOME A PRIEST OF THE LORD, THOU AND THY SEED FOR EVER. 16 AND THE FIRST ANOINTED ME WITH HOLY OIL, AND GAVE TO ME THE STAFF OF JUDGMENT. 17 THE SECOND WASHED ME WITH PURE. WATER, AND FED ME WITH BREAD AND WINE EVEN THE MOST HOLY THINGS, AND CLAD ME WITH A HOLY AND GLORIOUS ROBE. 18 THE THIRD CLOTHED ME WITH A LINEN VESTMENT LIKE AN EPHOD. 19 THE FOURTH PUT ROUND ME A GIRDLE LIKE UNTO PURPLE. 20 THE FIFTH GAVE ME A BRANCH OF RICH OLIVE. 21 THE SIXTH PLACED A CROWN ON MY HEAD. 22 THE SEVENTH PLACED ON MY HEAD A DIADEM OF PRIESTHOOD, AND FILLED MY HANDS WITH INCENSE, THAT I MIGHT SERVE AS PRIEST TO THE LORD GOD. 23 AND THEY SAID TO ME: LEVI, THY SEED SHALL BE DIVIDED INTO THREE OFFICES, FOR A SIGN OF THE GLORY OF THE LORD WHO IS TO COME. 24 AND THE FIRST PORTION SHALL BE GREAT; YEA, GREATER THAN IT SHALL NONE BE. 25 THE SECOND SHALL BE IN THE PRIESTHOOD. 26 AND THE THIRD SHALL BE CALLED BY A NEW NAME, BECAUSE A KING SHALL ARISE IN JUDAH, AND SHALL ESTABLISH A NEW PRIESTHOOD, AFTER THE FASHION OF THE GENTILES. 27 AND HIS PRESENCE IS BELOVED, AS A PROPHET OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], OF THE SEED OF ABRAHAM OUR FATHER. 28 THEREFORE, EVERY DESIRABLE THING IN ISRAEL SHALL BE FOR THEE AND FOR THY SEED, AND YE SHALL EAT EVERYTHING FAIR TO LOOK UPON, AND THE TABLE OF THE LORD SHALL THY SEED APPORTION. 29 AND SOME OF THEM SHALL BE HIGH PRIESTS, AND JUDGES, AND SCRIBES; FOR BY THEIR MOUTH SHALL THE HOLY PLACE BE GUARDED. 30 AND WHEN I AWOKE, I UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS DREAM WAS LIKE THE FIRST DREAM. AND I HID THIS ALSO IN MY HEART, AND TOLD IT NOT TO ANY MAN UPON THE EARTH. 31 AND AFTER TWO DAYS I AND JUDAH WENT UP WITH OUR FATHER JACOB TO ISAAC OUR FATHER'S FATHER. 32 AND MY FATHER'S FATHER BLESSED ME ACCORDING TO ALL THE WORDS OF THE VISIONS WHICH I HAD SEEN. AND HE WOULD NOT COME WITH US TO BETHEL. 33 AND WHEN WE CAME TO BETHEL, MY FATHER SAW A VISION CONCERNING ME, THAT I SHOULD BE THEIR PRIEST UNTO GOD. 34 AND HE ROSE UP EARLY IN THE MORNING, AND PAID TITHES OF ALL TO THE LORD THROUGH ME. AND SO, WE CAME TO HEBRON TO DWELL THERE. 35 AND ISAAC CALLED ME CONTINUALLY TO PUT ME IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD, EVEN AS THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SHOWED UNTO ME. 36 AND HE TAUGHT ME THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE PRIESTHOOD OF SACRIFICES, WHOLE BURNT-OFFERINGS, FIRST-FRUITS, FREEWILL-OFFERINGS, PEACE-OFFERINGS. 37 AND EACH DAY HE WAS INSTRUCTING ME, AND WAS BUSIED ON MY BEHALF BEFORE THE LORD, AND SAID TO ME: BEWARE OF THE SPIRIT OF FORNICATION; FOR THIS SHALL CONTINUE AND SHALL BY THY SEED [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE THE HOLY PLACE. 38 TAKE, THEREFORE, TO THYSELF A WIFE WITHOUT BLEMISH OR [SEXUAL] POLLUTION, WHILE YET THOU ARE YOUNG, AND NOT OF THE RACE OF STRANGE NATIONS. 39 AND BEFORE ENTERING INTO THE HOLY PLACE, BATHE; AND WHEN THOU, OFFERS THE SACRIFICE, WASH; AND AGAIN, WHEN THOU, FINISHES THE SACRIFICE, WASH. 40 OF TWELVE TREES HAVING LEAVES OFFER TO THE LORD, AS ABRAHAM TAUGHT ME ALSO. 41 AND OF EVERY CLEAN BEAST AND BIRD OFFER A SACRIFICE TO THE LORD. 42 AND OF ALL THY FIRST-FRUITS AND OF WINE OFFER THE FIRST, AS A SACRIFICE TO THE LORD GOD; AND EVERY SACRIFICE THOU SHALT SALT WITH SALT. 43 NOW, THEREFORE, OBSERVE WHATSOEVER I COMMAND YOU, CHILDREN; FOR WHATSOEVER THINGS I HAVE HEARD FROM MY FATHERS I HAVE DECLARED UNTO YOU. 44 AND BEHOLD I AM CLEAR FROM YOUR UNGODLINESS AND TRANSGRESSION, WHICH YE SHALL COMMIT IN THE END OF THE AGES AGAINST THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD, CHRIST, ACTING GODLESSLY, DECEIVING ISRAEL, AND STIRRING UP AGAINST IT, GREAT [MESSIANIC] EVILS FROM THE LORD. 45 AND YE SHALL DEAL [SEXUALLY] LAWLESSLY TOGETHER WITH ISRAEL, SO HE SHALL NOT BEAR WITH JERUSALEM BECAUSE OF YOUR WICKEDNESS; BUT THE VEIL OF THE TEMPLE SHALL BE RENT, SO AS NOT TO COVER YOUR SHAME. 46 AND YE SHALL BE SCATTERED AS CAPTIVES AMONG THE GENTILES, AND SHALL BE FOR A REPROACH AND FOR A CURSE THERE. 47 FOR THE HOUSE WHICH THE LORD SHALL CHOOSE SHALL BE CALLED JERUSALEM, AS IS CONTAINED IN THE BOOK OF ENOCH THE RIGHTEOUS. 48 THEREFORE WHEN I TOOK A WIFE, I WAS TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS OLD, AND HER NAME WAS MELCHA. 49 AND SHE CONCEIVED AND BARE A SON, AND I CALLED HIS NAME GERSAM, FOR WE WERE SOJOURNERS IN OUR LAND. 50 AND I SAW CONCERNING HIM, THAT HE WOULD NOT BE IN THE FIRST RANK. 51 AND KOHATH WAS BORN IN THE THIRTY-FIFTH YEAR OF MY LIFE, TOWARDS SUNRISE. 52 AND I SAW IN A VISION THAT HE WAS STANDING ON HIGH IN THE MIDST OF ALL THE CONGREGATION. 53 THEREFORE I CALLED HIS NAME KOHATH WHICH IS, BEGINNING OF MAJESTY AND INSTRUCTION. 54 AND SHE, BARE ME A THIRD SON, IN THE FORTIETH YEAR OF MY LIFE; AND SINCE HIS MOTHER BARE HIM WITH DIFFICULTY, I CALLED HIM MERARI, THAT IS, 'MY BITTERNESS,' BECAUSE HE ALSO WAS LIKE TO DIE. 55 AND JOCHEBED WAS BORN. IN EGYPT, IN MY SIXTY-FOURTH YEAR, FOR I WAS RENOWNED THEN IN THE MIDST OF MY BRETHREN. 56 AND GERSAM TOOK A WIFE, AND SHE BARE TO HIM LOMNI AND SEMEI. AND THE SONS OF KOHATH, AMBRAM, ISSACHAR, HEBRON, AND OZEEL. AND THE SONS OF MERARI, MOOLI, AND MOUSES. 57 AND IN THE NINETY-FOURTH YEAR AMBRAM TOOK JOCHEBED MY DAUGHTER TO HIM TO WIFE, FOR THEY WERE BORN IN ONE DAY, HE AND MY DAUGHTER. 58 EIGHT YEARS OLD WAS I WHEN I WENT INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND EIGHTEEN YEARS WHEN I SLEW SHECHEM, AND AT NINETEEN YEARS I BECAME PRIEST, AND AT TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS I TOOK A WIFE, AND AT FORTY-EIGHT I WENT INTO EGYPT. 59 AND BEHOLD, MY CHILDREN, YE ARE A THIRD GENERATION. IN MY HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH YEAR, JOSEPH DIED. 
CHAPTER 4
LEVI SHOWS HOW WISDOM SURVIVES DESTRUCTION. HE HAS NO USE FOR SCORNFUL PEOPLE.
1 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, I COMMAND YOU: FEAR THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH YOUR WHOLE HEART, AND WALK IN SIMPLICITY ACCORDING TO ALL HIS [SEXLESS] LAW. 2 AND DO YE ALSO TEACH YOUR CHILDREN LETTERS, THAT THEY MAY HAVE UNDERSTANDING ALL THEIR LIFE, READING UNCEASINGLY THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD. 3 FOR EVERY ONE THAT KNOWS THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD SHALL BE HONORED, AND SHALL NOT BE A STRANGER WHITHERSOEVER HE GOES. 4 YEA, MANY FRIENDS SHALL HE GAIN MORE THAN HIS PARENTS, AND MANY MEN SHALL [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO SERVE HIM, AND TO HEAR THE [SEXLESS] LAW FROM HIS MOUTH. 5 WORK RIGHTEOUSNESS, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, UPON THE EARTH, THAT YE MAY HAVE IT AS A TREASURE IN HEAVEN. 6 AND SOW GOOD THINGS IN YOUR SOULS, THAT YE MAY FIND THEM IN YOUR LIFE. 7 BUT IF YE SOW EVIL THINGS, YE SHALL REAP EVERY TROUBLE AND AFFLICTION. 8 GET WISDOM IN THE FEAR OF GOD WITH DILIGENCE; FOR THOUGH THERE BE A LEADING INTO CAPTIVITY, AND CITIES AND LANDS BE DESTROYED, AND GOLD AND SILVER AND EVERY POSSESSION PERISH, THE WISDOM OF THE WISE NAUGHT CAN TAKE AWAY, SAVE THE BLINDNESS OF UNGODLINESS, AND THE CALLOUSNESS THAT COMES OF [SEXUAL] SIN. 9 FOR IF ONE KEEPS ONESELF FROM THESE EVIL THINGS, THEN EVEN AMONG HIS ENEMIES SHALL WISDOM BE A GLORY TO HIM, AND IN A STRANGE COUNTRY A FATHERLAND, AND IN THE MIDST OF FOES SHALL PROVE A FRIEND. 10 WHOSOEVER TEACHES NOBLE THINGS AND DOES THEM, SHALL BE ENTHRONED WITH KINGS, AS WAS ALSO JOSEPH MY BROTHER. 11 THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, I HAVE LEARNT THAT AT THE END OF THE AGES YE WILL TRANSGRESS AGAINST THE LORD, STRETCHING OUT HANDS TO WICKEDNESS AGAINST HIM; AND TO ALL THE GENTILES SHALL YE BECOME A SCORN. 12 FOR OUR FATHER ISRAEL IS PURE FROM THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF THE CHIEF PRIESTS [WHO SHALL LAY THEIR HANDS UPON THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD]. 13 FOR AS THE HEAVEN IS PURER IN THE LORD'S SIGHT THAN THE EARTH, SO ALSO BE YE, THE LIGHTS OF ISRAEL, PURER THAN ALL THE GENTILES. 14 BUT IF YE BE DARKENED THROUGH TRANSGRESSIONS, WHAT, THEREFORE, WILL ALL THE GENTILES, DO LIVING IN BLINDNESS? 15 YEA, YE SHALL BRING A CURSE UPON OUR RACE, BECAUSE THE LIGHT OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH WAS GIVEN FOR TO LIGHTEN EVERY MAN THIS YE [SEXUALLY] DESIRE TO DESTROY BY TEACHING COMMANDMENTS CONTRARY TO THE ORDINANCES OF GOD. 16 THE OFFERINGS OF THE LORD YE SHALL ROB, AND FROM HIS PORTION SHALL YE STEAL CHOICE PORTIONS, EATING THEM CONTEMPTUOUSLY WITH HARLOTS. 17 AND OUT OF COVETOUSNESS YE SHALL TEACH THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, WEDDED WOMEN SHALL YE [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE, AND THE VIRGINS OF JERUSALEM SHALL YE DEFILE; AND WITH HARLOTS AND ADULTERESSES SHALL YE BE JOINED, AND THE DAUGHTERS OF THE GENTILES SHALL YE TAKE TO WIFE, PURIFYING THEM WITH AN UNLAWFUL [SEXUAL] PURIFICATION; AND YOUR UNION SHALL BE LIKE UNTO SODOM AND GOMORRAH, 18 AND YE SHALL BE PUFFED UP BECAUSE OF YOUR PRIESTHOOD, LIFTING YOURSELVES UP AGAINST MEN, AND NOT ONLY SO, BUT ALSO AGAINST THE COMMANDS OF GOD. 19 FOR YE SHALL CONTEMN THE HOLY THINGS WITH JESTS AND LAUGHTER. 20 THEREFORE THE TEMPLE, WHICH THE LORD SHALL CHOOSE, SHALL BE LAID WASTE THROUGH YOUR UNCLEANNESS, AND YE SHALL BE CAPTIVES THROUGHOUT ALL NATIONS. 21 AND YE SHALL BE AN ABOMINATION UNTO THEM, AND YE SHALL RECEIVE REPROACH AND EVERLASTING SHAME FROM THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENT OF GOD. 22 AND ALL WHO HATE YOU SHALL REJOICE AT YOUR DESTRUCTION. 23 AND IF YOU WERE NOT TO RECEIVE MERCY THROUGH ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, OUR FATHERS, NOT ONE OF OUR SEED SHOULD BE LEFT UPON THE EARTH. 24 AND NOW I HAVE LEARNT THAT FOR SEVENTY WEEKS YE SHALL GO ASTRAY, AND PROFANE THE PRIESTHOOD, AND [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE THE SACRIFICES. 25 AND YE SHALL MAKE VOID THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND SET AT NAUGHT THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE PROPHETS BY EVIL PERVERSENESS. 26 AND YE SHALL PERSECUTE RIGHTEOUS MEN, AND HATE THE GODLY; THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE FAITHFUL SHALL YE ABHOR. 27 AND A MAN WHO RENEWED THE [SEXLESS] LAW IN THE POWER OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], YE SHALL CALL A DECEIVER; AND AT LAST YE SHALL RUSH UPON HIM TO SLAY HIM, NOT KNOWING HIS DIGNITY, TAKING INNOCENT BLOOD THROUGH WICKEDNESS UPON YOUR HEADS. 28 AND YOUR HOLY PLACES SHALL BE LAID WASTE EVEN TO THE GROUND BECAUSE OF HIM. 29 AND YE SHALL HAVE NO PLACE THAT IS CLEAN; BUT YE SHALL BE AMONG THE GENTILES A CURSE AND A DISPERSION UNTIL HE SHALL AGAIN VISIT YOU, AND IN PITY SHALL RECEIVE YOU THROUGH FAITH AND WATER.
CHAPTER 5
HE PROPHESIES THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH. THIS WAS WRITTEN 100 YEARS BEFORE CHRIST.
1 AND WHEREAS YE HAVE HEARD CONCERNING THE SEVENTY WEEKS, HEAR ALSO CONCERNING THE PRIESTHOOD. FOR IN EACH JUBILEE THERE SHALL BE A PRIESTHOOD. 2 AND IN THE FIRST JUBILEE, THE FIRST WHO IS ANOINTED TO THE PRIESTHOOD SHALL BE GREAT, AND SHALL SPEAK TO GOD AS TO A FATHER [STEPHEN]. 3 AND HIS PRIESTHOOD SHALL BE PERFECT WITH THE LORD, AND IN THE DAY OF HIS GLADNESS SHALL HE ARISE FOR THE SALVATION OF THE WORLD. 4 IN THE SECOND JUBILEE, HE THAT IS ANOINTED SHALL BE CONCEIVED IN THE SORROW OF BELOVED ONES; AND HIS PRIESTHOOD SHALL BE HONORED AND SHALL BE GLORIFIED BY ALL. 5 AND THE THIRD PRIEST SHALL HE TAKEN HOLD OF BY SORROW. 6 AND THE FOURTH SHALL BE IN PAIN, BECAUSE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL GATHER ITSELF AGAINST HIM EXCEEDINGLY, AND ALL ISRAEL SHALL HATE EACH ONE HIS NEIGHBOR. 7 THE FIFTH SHALL BE TAKEN HOLD OF BY DARKNESS. LIKEWISE, ALSO THE SIXTH AND THE SEVENTH. 8 AND IN THE SEVENTH SHALL, BE SUCH [SEXUAL] POLLUTION AS I CANNOT EXPRESS BEFORE MEN, FOR THEY SHALL KNOW IT WHO DO THESE THINGS. 9 THEREFORE SHALL THEY BE TAKEN CAPTIVE AND BECOME A PREY, AND THEIR LAND AND THEIR SUBSTANCE SHALL BE DESTROYED. 10 AND IN THE FIFTH WEEK THEY SHALL RETURN TO THEIR DESOLATE COUNTRY, AND SHALL RENEW THE HOUSE OF THE LORD. 11 AND IN THE SEVENTH WEEK SHALL BECOME PRIESTS, WHO ARE IDOLATERS, ADULTERERS, [SEXUAL] LOVERS OF MONEY, PROUD, [SEXUAL] LAWLESS, LASCIVIOUS, ABUSERS OF CHILDREN AND BEASTS. 12 AND AFTER THEIR PUNISHMENT SHALL HAVE COME FROM THE LORD, THE PRIESTHOOD SHALL FAIL. 13 THEN SHALL THE LORD RAISE UP A NEW PRIEST. 14 AND TO HIM ALL THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE LORD SHALL BE REVEALED; AND HE SHALL EXECUTE A RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT UPON THE EARTH FOR A MULTITUDE OF DAYS. 15 AND HIS STAR SHALL ARISE IN HEAVEN AS OF A KING. 16 LIGHTING UP THE LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE AS THE SUN THE DAY, AND HE SHALL BE MAGNIFIED IN THE WORLD. 17 HE SHALL SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN ON THE EARTH, AND SHALL REMOVE ALL DARKNESS FROM UNDER HEAVEN, AND THERE SHALL BE PEACE IN ALL THE EARTH. 18 THE HEAVENS SHALL EXULT IN HIS DAYS, AND THE EARTH SHALL BE GLAD, AND THE CLOUDS SHALL REJOICE; 19 AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD SHALL BE POURED FORTH UPON THE EARTH, AS THE WATER OF THE SEAS; 20 AND THE ANGELS OF THE GLORY OF THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD SHALL BE GLAD IN HIM. 21 THE HEAVENS SHALL BE OPENED, AND FROM THE TEMPLE OF GLORY SHALL COME UPON HIM SANCTIFICATION, WITH THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] VOICE AS FROM ABRAHAM TO ISAAC. 22 AND THE GLORY OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SHALL BE UTTERED OVER HIM, AND THE SPIRIT OF UNDERSTANDING AND SANCTIFICATION SHALL REST UPON HIM IN THE WATER. 23 FOR HE SHALL GIVE THE MAJESTY OF THE LORD TO HIS SONS IN TRUTH FOR EVERMORE; 24 AND THERE SHALL NONE SUCCEED HIM FOR ALL GENERATIONS FOR EVER. 25 AND IN HIS PRIESTHOOD THE GENTILES SHALL BE MULTIPLIED IN KNOWLEDGE UPON THE EARTH, AND ENLIGHTENED THROUGH THE GRACE OF THE LORD. IN HIS PRIESTHOOD SHALL [SEXUALLY] SIN COME TO AN END, AND THE [SEXUALLY] LAWLESS SHALL CEASE TO DO EVIL. 26 AND HE SHALL OPEN THE GATES OF PARADISE, AND SHALL REMOVE THE THREATENING SWORD AGAINST ADAM, AND HE SHALL GIVE TO THE SAINTS TO EAT FROM THE TREE OF LIFE, AND THE SPIRIT OF HOLINESS SHALL BE ON THEM. 27 AND BELIAR SHALL BE BOUND BY HIM, AND HE SHALL GIVE POWER TO HIS CHILDREN TO TREAD UPON THE EVIL SPIRITS. 28 AND THE LORD SHALL REJOICE IN HIS CHILDREN, AND BE WELL PLEASED IN HIS BELOVED ONES FOR EVER. 29 THEN SHALL ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB EXULT, AND I WILL BE GLAD, AND ALL THE SAINTS SHALL CLOTHE THEMSELVES WITH JOY. 30 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, YE HAVE HEARD ALL; CHOOSE, THEREFORE, FOR YOURSELVES EITHER THE LIGHT OR THE DARKNESS, EITHER THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD OR THE WORKS OF BELIAR. 31 AND HIS SONS ANSWERED HIM, SAYING, BEFORE THE LORD WE WILL WALK ACCORDING TO HIS [SEXLESS] LAW. 32 AND THEIR FATHER SAID UNTO THEM, THE LORD IS WITNESS, AND HIS ANGELS ARE WITNESSES, AND YE ARE WITNESSES, AND I AM WITNESS, CONCERNING THE WORD OF YOUR MOUTH. 33 AND HIS SONS SAID UNTO HIM: WE ARE WITNESSES. 34 AND THUS LEVI CEASED COMMANDING HIS SONS; AND HE STRETCHED OUT HIS FEET ON THE BED, AND WAS GATHERED TO HIS FATHERS, AFTER HE HAD LIVED A HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SEVEN YEARS. 35 AND THEY LAID HIM IN A COFFIN, AND AFTERWARDS THEY BURIED HIM IN HEBRON, WITH I ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB.
THE TESTAMENT OF JUDAH
THE FOURTH SON OF JACOB AND LEAH.
CHAPTER 1
JUDAH, THE FOURTH SON OF JACOB AND LEAH. HE IS THE GIANT, ATHLETE, WARRIOR; HE RECOUNTS HEROIC [SEXLESS] DEEDS. HE RUNS SO FAST THAT HE CAN OUTSTRIP A HIND.
1 THE COPY OF THE WORDS OF JUDAH, WHAT THINGS HE SPOKE TO HIS SONS BEFORE HE DIED. 2 THEY GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER, THEREFORE, AND CAME TO HIM, AND HE SAID TO THEM: HEARKEN, MY CHILDREN, TO JUDAH YOUR FATHER. 3 I WAS THE FOURTH SON BORN TO MY FATHER JACOB; AND LEAH MY MOTHER NAMED ME JUDAH, SAYING, I GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD, BECAUSE HE HATH GIVEN ME A FOURTH SON ALSO. 4 I WAS SWIFT IN MY YOUTH, AND OBEDIENT TO MY FATHER IN EVERYTHING. 5 AND I HONORED MY MOTHER AND MY MOTHER'S SISTER. 6 AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN I BECAME A MAN, THAT MY FATHER BLESSED ME, SAYING, THOU SHALT BE A KING, PROSPERING IN ALL THINGS. 7 AND THE LORD SHOWED ME FAVOR IN ALL MY WORKS BOTH IN THE FIELD AND IN THE HOUSE. 8 I KNOW THAT I RACED A HIND, AND CAUGHT IT, AND PREPARED THE MEAT FOR MY FATHER, AND HE DID EAT. 9 AND THE ROES I USED TO MASTER IN THE CHASE, AND OVERTAKE ALL THAT WAS IN THE PLAINS. 10 A WILD MARE I OVERTOOK, AND CAUGHT IT AND TAMED IT. 11 I SLEW A LION AND PLUCKED A KID OUT OF ITS MOUTH. 12 I TOOK A BEAR BY ITS PAW AND HURLED IT DOWN THE CLIFF, AND IT WAS CRUSHED. 13 I OUTRAN THE WILD BOAR, AND SEIZING IT AS I RAN, I TORE IT IN SUNDER. 14 A LEOPARD IN HEBRON LEAPED UPON MY DOG, AND I CAUGHT IT BY THE TAIL, AND HURLED IT ON THE ROCKS, AND IT WAS BROKEN IN TWAIN. 15 I FOUND A WILD OX FEEDING IN THE FIELDS, AND SEIZING IT BY THE HORNS, AND WHIRLING IT ROUND AND STUNNING IT, I CAST IT FROM ME AND SLEW IT. 16 AND WHEN THE TWO KINGS OF THE CANAANITES CAME SHEATHED, IN ARMOR AGAINST OUR FLOCKS, AND MUCH PEOPLE WITH THEM, SINGLE HANDED I RUSHED UPON THE KING OF HAZOR, AND SMOTE HIM ON THE GRIEVES AND DRAGGED HIM DOWN, AND SO I SLEW HIM. 17 AND THE OTHER, THE KING OF TAPPUAH, AS HE SAT UPON HIS HORSE, I SLEW, AND SO I SCATTERED ALL HIS PEOPLE. 18 ACHOR, THE KING, A MAN OF GIANT STATURE, I FOUND, HURLING JAVELINS BEFORE AND BEHIND AS HE SAT ON HORSEBACK, AND I TOOK UP A STONE OF SIXTY POUNDS WEIGHT, AND HURLED IT AND SMOTE HIS HORSE, AND KILLED IT. 19 AND I FOUGHT WITH THIS OTHER FOR TWO HOURS; AND I CLAVE HIS SHIELD IN TWAIN, AND I CHOPPED OFF HIS FEET, AND KILLED HIM. 20 AND AS I WAS STRIPPING OFF HIS BREASTPLATE, BEHOLD NINE MEN HIS COMPANIONS BEGAN TO FIGHT WITH ME, 21 AND I WOUND MY GARMENT ON MY HAND; AND I SLUNG STONES AT THEM, AND KILLED FOUR OF THEM, AND THE REST FLED. 22 AND JACOB MY FATHER SLEW BEELESATH, KING OF ALL THE KINGS, A GIANT IN STRENGTH, TWELVE CUBITS HIGH. 23 AND FEAR FELL UPON THEM, AND THEY CEASED WARRING AGAINST US. 24 THEREFORE MY FATHER WAS FREE FROM ANXIETY IN THE WARS WHEN I WAS WITH MY BRETHREN. 25 FOR HE SAW IN A VISION CONCERNING ME THAT AN ANGEL OF MIGHT FOLLOWED ME EVERYWHERE, THAT I SHOULD NOT BE OVERCOME. 26 AND IN THE SOUTH THERE CAME UPON US A GREATER WAR THAN THAT IN SHECHEM; AND I JOINED IN BATTLE ARRAY WITH MY BRETHREN, AND PURSUED A THOUSAND MEN, AND SLEW OF THEM TWO HUNDRED MEN AND FOUR KINGS. 27 AND I WENT UP UPON THE WALL, AND I SLEW FOUR MIGHTY MEN. 28 AND SO WE CAPTURED HAZOR, AND TOOK ALL THE SPOIL. 29 AND THE NEXT DAY WE DEPARTED TO ARETAN, A CITY STRONG AND WALLED AND INACCESSIBLE, THREATENING US WITH DEATH. 30 BUT I AND GAD APPROACHED ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE CITY, AND REUBEN AND LEVI ON THE WEST. 31 AND THEY THAT WERE UPON THE WALL, [SEXUALLY] THINKING THAT WE WERE ALONE, WERE DRAWN DOWN AGAINST US. 32 AND SO MY BROTHERS SECRETLY CLIMBED UP THE WALL ON BOTH SIDES BY STAKES, AND ENTERED THE CITY, WHILE THE MEN KNEW IT NOT. 33 AND WE TOOK IT WITH THE EDGE OF THE SWORD. 34 AND AS FOR THOSE WHO HAD TAKEN REFUGE IN THE TOWER, WE SET FIRE TO THE TOWER AND TOOK BOTH IT AND, THEM. 35 AND AS WE WERE DEPARTING THE MEN OF TAPPUAH SEIZED OUR SPOIL, AND SEEING THIS WE FOUGHT WITH THEM. 36 AND WE SLEW THEM. ALL AND RECOVERED OUR SPOIL. 37 AND WHEN I WAS AT THE WATERS OF KOZEBA, THE MEN OF JOBEL CAME AGAINST US TO BATTLE. 38 AND WE FOUGHT WITH THEM AND ROUTED THEM; AND THEIR ALLIES FROM SHILOH WE SLEW, AND WE DID NOT LEAVE THEM POWER TO COME IN AGAINST US. 39 AND THE MEN OF MAKIR CAME UPON US THE FIFTH DAY, TO SEIZE OUR SPOIL; AND WE ATTACKED THEM AND OVERCAME THEM IN FIERCE BATTLE: FOR THERE WAS A HOST OF MIGHTY MEN AMONGST THEM, AND WE SLEW THEM BEFORE THEY HAD GONE UP THE ASCENT. 40 AND WHEN WE CAME TO THEIR CITY THEIR WOMEN ROLLED UPON US STONES FROM THE BROW OF THE HILL ON WHICH THE CITY STOOD. 41 AND I AND SIMEON HAD OURSELVES BEHIND THE TOWN, AND SEIZED UPON THE HEIGHTS, AND DESTROYED THIS CITY ALSO. 42 AND THE NEXT DAY IT WAS TOLD US THAT THE KING OF THE CITY OF GAASH WITH. A MIGHTY HOST WAS COMING AGAINST US. 43 I, THEREFORE, AND DAN FEIGNED OURSELVES TO BE AMORITES, AND AS ALLIES WENT INTO THEIR CITY. 44 AND IN THE DEPTH OF NIGHT OUR BRETHREN CAME AND WE OPENED TO THEM THE GATES; AND WE DESTROYED ALL THE MEN AND THEIR SUBSTANCE, AND WE TOOK FOR A PREY ALL THAT WAS THEIRS, AND THEIR THREE WALLS WE CAST DOWN. 45 AND WE DREW NEAR TO THAMNA, WHERE WAS ALL THE SUBSTANCE OF THE HOSTILE KINGS. 46 THEN BEING INSULTED BY THEM, I WAS THEREFORE WROTH, AND RUSHED AGAINST THEM TO THE SUMMIT; AND THEY KEPT SLINGING AGAINST ME STONES AND DARTS. 47 AND HAD NOT DAN MY BROTHER AIDED ME, THEY WOULD HAVE SLAIN ME. 48 WE CAME UPON THEM, THEREFORE, WITH WRATH, AND THEY ALL FLED; AND PASSING BY ANOTHER WAY, THEY FOUGHT MY FATHER, AND HE MADE PEACE WITH THEM. 49 AND WE DID TO THEM NO HURT, AND THEY BECAME TRIBUTARY TO US, AND WE RESTORED TO THEM THEIR SPOIL. 50 AND I BUILT THAMNA, AND MY FATHER BUILT PABAEL. 51 I WAS TWENTY YEARS OLD WHEN THIS WAR BEFELL. AND THE CANAANITES FEARED ME AND MY BRETHREN. 52 AND I HAD MUCH CATTLE, AND I HAD FOR CHIEF HERDSMAN IRAM THE ADULLAMITE. 53 AND WHEN I WENT TO HIM, I SAW PARSABA, KING OF ADULLAM; AND HE SPOKE UNTO US, AND HE MADE US A FEAST; AND WHEN I WAS HEATED [HORNY], HE GAVE ME HIS DAUGHTER BATHSHUA TO WIFE. 54 SHE BARE ME ER, AND ONAN AND SHELAH; AND TWO OF THEM THE LORD SMOTE: FOR SHELAH LIVED, AND HIS CHILDREN ARE YE.
CHAPTER 2
JUDAH DESCRIBES AS A CITY WITH WALLS OF IRON AND GATES OF BRASS. HE HAS AN ENCOUNTER WITH AN ADVENTURESS.
1 AND EIGHTEEN YEARS MY FATHER ABODE IN PEACE WITH HIS BROTHER ESAU, AND HIS SONS WITH US, AFTER THAT WE CAME FROM MESOPOTAMIA, FROM LABAN. 2 AND WHEN EIGHTEEN YEARS WERE FULFILLED, IN THE FORTIETH YEAR OF MY LIFE, ESAU, THE BROTHER OF MY FATHER, CAME UPON US WITH A MIGHTY AND STRONG PEOPLE. 3 AND JACOB SMOTE ESAU WITH AN ARROW, AND HE WAS TAKEN UP WOUNDED ON MOUNT SEIR, AND AS HE WENT, HE DIED AT ANONIRAM. 4 AND WE PURSUED AFTER THE SONS OF ESAU. 5 NOW THEY HAD A CITY WITH WALLS OF IRON AND GATES OF BRASS; AND WE COULD NOT ENTER INTO IT, AND WE ENCAMPED AROUND, AND BESIEGED IT. 6 AND WHEN THEY OPENED NOT TO US IN TWENTY DAYS, I SET UP A LADDER IN THE SIGHT OF ALL AND WITH MY SHIELD UPON MY HEAD I WENT UP, SUSTAINING THE ASSAULT OF STONES, UPWARDS OF THREE TALENTS WEIGHT; AND I SLEW FOUR OF THEIR MIGHTY MEN. 7 AND REUBEN AND GAD SLEW SIX OTHERS. 8 THEN THEY ASKED FROM US TERMS OF PEACE; AND HAVING TAKEN [SEXLESS] COUNSEL WITH OUR FATHER, WE RECEIVED THEM AS TRIBUTARIES. 9 AND THEY GAVE US FIVE HUNDRED CORS OF WHEAT, FIVE HUNDRED BATHS OF OIL, FIVE HUNDRED MEASURES OF WINE, UNTIL THE FAMINE, WHEN WE WENT DOWN INTO EGYPT. 10 AND AFTER THESE THINGS MY SON ER TOOK TO WIFE TAMAR, FROM MESOPOTAMIA, A DAUGHTER OF ARAM. 11 NOW ER WAS WICKED, AND HE WAS IN NEED CONCERNING TAMAR, BECAUSE SHE WAS NOT OF THE LAND OF CANAAN. 12 AND ON THE THIRD NIGHT AN ANGEL OF THE LORD SMOTE HIM. 13 AND HE HAD NOT KNOWN HER ACCORDING TO THE EVIL [SEXUAL] CRAFTINESS OF HIS MOTHER, FOR HE DID NOT WISH TO HAVE CHILDREN BY HER. 14 IN THE DAYS OF THE WEDDING FEAST I GAVE ONAN TO HER IN MARRIAGE; AND HE ALSO IN WICKEDNESS KNEW HER NOT, THOUGH HE SPENT WITH HER A YEAR. 15 AND WHEN I THREATENED HIM, HE WENT IN UNTO HER, BUT HE SPILLED THE SEED ON THE GROUND, ACCORDING TO THE COMMAND OF HIS MOTHER, AND HE ALSO DIED THROUGH WICKEDNESS. 16 AND I WISHED TO GIVE SHELAH ALSO TO HER, BUT HIS MOTHER DID NOT PERMIT IT; FOR SHE WROUGHT EVIL AGAINST TAMAR, BECAUSE SHE WAS NOT THE DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN, AS SHE ALSO HERSELF WAS. 17 AND I KNEW THAT THE RACE OF THE CANAANITES WAS WICKED, BUT THE [SEXUAL] IMPULSE OF YOUTH BLINDED MY MIND. 18 AND WHEN I SAW HER POURING OUT WINE, OWING TO THE INTOXICATION OF WINE I WAS DECEIVED, AND TOOK HER ALTHOUGH MY FATHER HAD NOT [SEXUALLY] COUNSELLED IT. 19 AND WHILE I WAS AWAY, SHE WENT AND TOOK FOR SHELAH A WIFE FROM CANAAN. 20 AND WHEN I KNEW WHAT SHE HAD DONE, I CURSED HER IN THE ANGUISH OF MY SOUL. 21 AND SHE ALSO DIED THROUGH HER WICKEDNESS TOGETHER WITH HER SONS. 22 AND AFTER THESE THINGS, WHILE TAMAR WAS A WIDOW, SHE HEARD AFTER TWO YEARS THAT I WAS GOING UP, TO SHEAR MY SHEEP, AND ADORNED HERSELF IN BRIDAL ARRAY, AND SAT IN THE CITY ENAIM BY THE GATE. 23 FOR IT WAS A [SEXUAL] LAW OF THE AMORITES, THAT SHE WHO WAS ABOUT TO MARRY SHOULD SIT IN FORNICATION SEVEN DAYS BY THE GATE. 24 THEREFORE BEING DRUNK WITH WINE, I DID NOT RECOGNIZE HER; AND HER BEAUTY DECEIVED ME, THROUGH THE FASHION OF HER ADORNING. 25 AND I TURNED ASIDE TO HER, AND SAID: LET ME GO IN UNTO THEE. 26 AND SHE SAID: WHAT WILT THOU GIVE ME? AND I GAVE HER MY STAFF, AND MY GIRDLE, AND THE DIADEM OF MY KINGDOM IN PLEDGE. 27 AND I WENT IN UNTO HER, AND SHE CONCEIVED. 28 AND NOT KNOWING WHAT I HAD DONE, I WISHED TO SLAY HER; BUT SHE PRIVILY SENT MY PLEDGES, AND PUT ME TO SHAME. 29 AND WHEN I CALLED HER, I HEARD ALSO THE SECRET WORDS WHICH I SPOKE WHEN LYING WITH HER IN MY DRUNKENNESS; AND I COULD NOT SLAY HER, BECAUSE IT WAS FROM THE LORD. 30 FOR I SAID, LEST, HAPLY SHE DID IT IN SUBTLETY, HAVING RECEIVED THE PLEDGE FROM ANOTHER WOMAN. 31 BUT I CAME NOT AGAIN NEAR HER WHILE I LIVED, BECAUSE I HAD DONE THIS ABOMINATION IN ALL ISRAEL. 32 MOREOVER, THEY WHO WERE IN THE CITY SAID THERE WAS NO HARLOT IN THE GATE, BECAUSE SHE CAME FROM ANOTHER PLACE, AND SAT FOR A WHILE IN THE GATE. 33 AND I [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT THAT NO ONE KNEW THAT I HAD GONE IN TO HER. 34 AND AFTER THIS WE CAME INTO EGYPT TO JOSEPH, BECAUSE OF THE FAMINE. 35 AND I WAS FORTY AND SIX YEARS OLD, AND SEVENTY AND THREE YEARS LIVED I IN EGYPT.
CHAPTER 3
HE [SEXLESSLY] COUNSELS AGAINST [SEXUAL] WINE AND [SEXUAL] LUST AS TWIN EVILS. "FOR HE WHO IS DRUNKEN REVERENCES NO MAN." (VERSE 13).
1 AND NOW I COMMAND YOU, MY CHILDREN, HEARKEN TO JUDAH YOUR FATHER, AND KEEP MY SAYINGS TO PERFORM ALL THE ORDINANCES OF THE LORD, AND TO OBEY THE COMMANDS OF GOD. 2 AND WALK NOT AFTER YOUR [SEXUAL] LUSTS, NOR IN THE [SEXUAL] IMAGINATIONS OF YOUR [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS IN HAUGHTINESS OF HEART; AND GLORY NOT IN THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS AND STRENGTH OF YOUR YOUTH, FOR THIS ALSO IS EVIL IN THE EYES OF THE LORD. 3 SINCE I ALSO GLORIED THAT IN WARS NO COMELY WOMAN'S FACE EVER ENTICED ME, AND REPROVED REUBEN MY BROTHER CONCERNING BILHAH, THE WIFE OF MY FATHER, THE SPIRITS OF JEALOUSY AND OF FORNICATION ARRAYED THEMSELVES AGAINST ME, UNTIL I LAY WITH BATHSHUA THE CANAANITE, AND TAMAR, WHO WAS ESPOUSED TO MY SONS. 4 FOR I SAID TO MY FATHER-IN-LAW: I WILL TAKE [SEXLESS] COUNSEL WITH MY FATHER, AND SO WILL I TAKE THY DAUGHTER. 5 AND HE WAS UNWILLING BUT HE SHOWED ME A BOUNDLESS STORE OF GOLD IN HIS DAUGHTER'S BEHALF; FOR BE WAS A KING. 6 AND HE ADORNED HER WITH GOLD AND PEARLS, AND CAUSED HER TO POUR OUT WINE FOR US AT THE FEAST WITH THE BEAUTY OF WOMEN. 7 AND THE WINE TURNED ASIDE MY EYES, AND [SEXUAL] PLEASURE BLINDED MY HEART. 8 AND I BECAME ENAMORED OF AND I LAY WITH HER, AND TRANSGRESSED THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD AND THE COMMANDMENT OF MY FATHERS, AND I TOOK HER TO WIFE. 9 AND THE LORD REWARDED ME ACCORDING TO THE IMAGINATION OF MY HEART, INASMUCH AS I HAD NO JOY IN HER CHILDREN. 10 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, I SAY UNTO YOU, BE NOT DRUNK WITH WINE; FOR WINE TURNED THE MIND AWAY FROM, THE TRUTH, AND INSPIRES THE [SEXUAL] PASSION OF [SEXUAL] LUST, AND LEADETH THE EYES INTO [SEXUAL] ERROR. 11 FOR THE SPIRIT OF FORNICATION HATH WINE AS A MINISTER TO GIVE [SEXUAL] PLEASURE TO THE MIND; FOR THESE TWO ALSO TAKE AWAY THE MIND OF MAN. 12 FOR IF A MAN DRINK WINE TO DRUNKENNESS, IT DISTURBED THE MIND WITH FILTHY [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS LEADING TO FORNICATION, AND HEATED [BEING HORNY] THE BODY TO CARNAL [SEXUAL] UNION; AND IF THE OCCASION OF THE [SEXUAL] LUST BE PRESENT, HE WORKETH THE [SEXUAL] SIN, AND IS NOT ASHAMED. 13 SUCH IS THE INEBRIATED MAN, MY CHILDREN; FOR HE WHO IS DRUNKEN REVERENCED NO MAN. 14 FOR, LO, IT MADE ME ALSO TO ERR, SO THAT I WAS NOT ASHAMED OF THE MULTITUDE IN THE CITY, IN THAT BEFORE THE EYES OF ALL I TURNED ASIDE UNTO TAMAR, AND I WROUGHT A GREAT [SEXUAL] SIN, AND I UNCOVERED THE COVERING OF MY SONS' SHAME. 15 AFTER I HAD DRUNK WINE, I REVERENCED NOT THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD, AND I TOOK A WOMAN OF CANAAN TO WIFE. 16 FOR MUCH DISCRETION NEEDED THE MAN WHO DRINKS WINE, MY CHILDREN; AND HEREIN IS DISCRETION IN DRINKING WINE, A MAN MAY DRINK SO LONG AS HE PRESERVES MODESTY. 17 BUT IF HE GOES BEYOND THIS LIMIT THE SPIRIT OF DECEIT ATTACKED HIS MIND, AND IT MAKES THE DRUNKARD TO TALK FILTHILY, AND TO TRANSGRESS AND NOT TO BE ASHAMED, BUT EVEN TO GLORY IN HIS SHAME, AND TO ACCOUNT HIMSELF HONORABLE. 18 HE THAT COMMITTED FORNICATION IS NOT AWARE WHEN HE SUFFERS LOSS, AND IS NOT ASHAMED WHEN PUT TO DISHONOR. 19 FOR EVEN THOUGH A MAN BE A KING AND COMMIT FORNICATION, HE IS STRIPPED OF HIS KINGSHIP BY BECOMING THE SLAVE OF FORNICATION, AS I MYSELF ALSO SUFFERED. 20 FOR I GAVE MY STAFF, THAT IS, THE STAY OF MY TRIBE; AND MY GIRDLE, THAT IS, MY POWER; AND MY DIADEM, THAT IS, THE GLORY OF MY KINGDOM. 21 AND INDEED I REPENTED OF THESE THINGS; WINE AND FLESH I EAT NOT UNTIL MY OLD AGE, NOR DID I BEHOLD ANY JOY. 22 AND THE ANGEL OF GOD SHOWED ME THAT FOR EVER DO WOMEN BEAR RULE OVER KING AND BEGGAR ALIKE. 23 AND FROM THE KING THEY TAKE AWAY HIS GLORY, AND FROM THE VALIANT MAN HIS MIGHT, AND FROM THE BEGGAR EVEN THAT LITTLE WHICH IS THE STAY OF HIS POVERTY. 24 OBSERVE, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, THE RIGHT LIMIT IN WINE; FOR THERE ARE IN IT FOUR EVIL SPIRITS, OF [SEXUAL] LUST, OF HOT [SEXUAL] DESIRE, OF PROFLIGACY, OF FILTHY LUCRE. 25 IF YE DRINK WINE IN GLADNESS, BE YE MODEST IN THE FEAR OF GOD. 26 FOR IF IN YOUR GLADNESS THE FEAR OF GOD DEPARTED, THEN DRUNKENNESS ARISES AND SHAMELESSNESS STEALS IN. 27 BUT IF YE WOULD LIVE SOBERLY DO NOT TOUCH WINE AT ALL, LEST YE [SEXUAL] SIN IN [SEXUAL] WORDS OF OUTRAGE, AND IN FIGHTING’S AND SLANDERS, AND TRANSGRESSIONS OF THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND YE PERISH BEFORE YOUR TIME. 28 MOREOVER, WINE REVEALS THE MYSTERIES OF GOD AND MEN, EVEN AS I ALSO REVEALED THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD AND THE MYSTERIES OF JACOB MY FATHER TO THE CANAANITISH WOMAN BATHSHUA, WHICH GOD BADE ME NOT TO REVEAL. 29 AND WINE IS A CAUSE BOTH OF WAR AND CONFUSION. 30 AND NOW, I COMMAND YOU, MY CHILDREN, NOT TO [SEXUALLY] LOVE MONEY, NOR TO GAZE UPON THE BEAUTY OF WOMEN; BECAUSE FOR THE SAKE OF MONEY AND BEAUTY I WAS LED ASTRAY TO BATHSHUA THE CANAANITE. 31 FOR I KNOW THAT BECAUSE OF THESE TWO THINGS SHALL MY RACE FALL INTO WICKEDNESS. 32 FOR EVEN WISE MEN AMONG MY SONS SHALL THEY MAR, AND SHALL CAUSE THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH TO BE DIMINISHED, WHICH THE LORD GAVE ME BECAUSE OF MY OBEDIENCE TO MY FATHER. 33 FOR I NEVER CAUSED GRIEF TO JACOB, MY FATHER; FOR ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER HE COMMANDED I DID. 34 AND ISAAC, THE FATHER OF MY FATHER, BLESSED ME TO BE KING IN ISRAEL, AND JACOB FURTHER BLESSED ME IN LIKE MANNER. 35 AND I KNOW THAT FROM ME SHALL THE KINGDOM BE ESTABLISHED. 36 AND I KNOW WHAT EVILS YE WILL DO IN THE LAST DAYS. 37 BEWARE, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, OF FORNICATION, AND THE [SEXUAL] LOVE OF MONEY, AND HEARKEN TO JUDAH YOUR FATHER. 38 FOR THESE THINGS WITHDRAW US FROM THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD, AND BLIND THE [SEXLESS] INCLINATION OF THE SOUL, AND TEACH [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE, AND SUFFER NOT A MAN TO HAVE COMPASSION UPON HIS NEIGHBOR. 39 THEY ROB HIS SOUL OF ALL GOODNESS, AND OPPRESS HIM WITH TOILS AND TROUBLES, AND DRIVE AWAY SLEEP FROM HIM, AND DEVOUR HIS FLESH. 40 AND HE HINDERS THE SACRIFICES OF GOD; AND HE REMEMBERS NOT THE BLESSING OF GOD, HE HEARKENED NOT TO A PROPHET WHEN HE SPEAKS, AND RESENTS THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF GODLINESS. 41 FOR HE IS A SLAVE TO TWO CONTRARY [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, AND CANNOT OBEY GOD, BECAUSE THEY HAVE BLINDED HIS SOUL, AND HE WALKETH IN THE DAY AS IN THE NIGHT. 42 MY CHILDREN, THE [SEXUAL] LOVE OF MONEY LEADETH TO IDOLATRY; BECAUSE, WHEN LED ASTRAY THROUGH MONEY, MEN NAME AS GODS THOSE WHO ARE NOT GODS, AND IT CAUSES HIM WHO HATH IT TO FALL INTO MADNESS. 43 FOR THE SAKE OF MONEY I LOST MY CHILDREN, AND HAD NOT MY REPENTANCE, AND MY HUMILIATION, AND THE PRAYERS OF MY FATHER BEEN ACCEPTED, I SHOULD HAVE DIED CHILDLESS. 44 BUT THE GOD OF MY FATHERS HAD MERCY ON ME, BECAUSE I DID IT IN IGNORANCE. 45 AND THE PRINCE OF DECEIT BLINDED ME, AND I [SEXUALLY] SINNED AS A MAN AND AS FLESH, BEING [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED THROUGH [SEXUAL] SINS; AND I LEARNT MY OWN WEAKNESS WHILE [SEXUALLY] THINKING MYSELF INVINCIBLE. 46 KNOW, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, THAT TWO SPIRITS WAIT UPON MAN-THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH AND THE SPIRIT OF DECEIT. 47 AND IN THE MIDST IS THE SPIRIT OF UNDERSTANDING OF THE MIND, TO WHICH IT BELONGS TO TURN WHITHERSOEVER IT WILL. AND THE WORKS OF TRUTH AND THE WORKS OF DECEIT ARE WRITTEN UPON THE HEARTS OF MEN, AND EACH ONE OF THEM THE LORD KNOWS. 49 AND THERE IS NO TIME AT WHICH THE WORKS OF MEN CAN BE HID; FOR ON THE HEART ITSELF HAVE THEY BEEN WRITTEN DOWN BEFORE THE LORD. 50 AND THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH TESTIFIES ALL THINGS, AND ACCUSES ALL; AND THE [SEXUAL] SINNER IS BURNT UP BY HIS OWN HEART, AND CANNOT RAISE HIS FACE TO THE JUDGE.
CHAPTER 4
JUDAH MAKES A VIVID SIMILE CONCERNING TYRANNY AND A DIRE PROPHECY CONCERNING THE MORALS OF HIS LISTENERS.
1 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, I COMMAND YOU, [SEXLESSLY] LOVE LEVI, THAT YE MAY ABIDE, AND EXALT NOT YOURSELVES AGAINST HIM, LEST YE BE UTTERLY DESTROYED. 2 FOR TO ME THE LORD GAVE THE KINGDOM, AND TO HIM THE PRIESTHOOD, AND HE SET THE KINGDOM BENEATH THE PRIESTHOOD. 3 TO ME HE GAVE THE THINGS UPON THE EARTH; TO HIM THE THINGS IN THE HEAVENS. 4 AS THE HEAVEN IS HIGHER THAN THE EARTH, SO IS THE PRIESTHOOD OF GOD HIGHER THAN THE EARTHLY KINGDOM, UNLESS IT FALLS AWAY THROUGH [SEXUAL] SIN FROM THE LORD AND IS DOMINATED BY THE EARTHLY KINGDOM. 5 FOR THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: THE LORD CHOSE HIM RATHER THAN THEE, TO DRAW NEAR TO HIM, AND TO EAT OF HIS TABLE AND TO OFFER HIM THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THE CHOICE THINGS OF THE SONS OF ISRAEL; BUT THOU SHALT BE KING OF JACOB. 6 AND THOU SHALT BE AMONGST THEM AS THE SEA. 7 FOR AS, ON THE SEA, JUST AND UNJUST ARE TOSSED ABOUT, SOME TAKEN INTO CAPTIVITY WHILE SOME ARE ENRICHED, SO ALSO SHALL EVERY RACE OF MEN BE IN THEE: SOME SHALL BE IMPOVERISHED, BEING TAKEN CAPTIVE, AND OTHERS GROW RICH BY PLUNDERING THE POSSESSIONS OF OTHERS. 8 FOR THE KINGS SHALL BE AS SEA-MONSTERS. 9 THEY SHALL SWALLOW MEN LIKE FISHES: THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF FREEMEN SHALL THEY ENSLAVE, HOUSES, LANDS, FLOCKS, MONEY SHALL THEY PLUNDER: 10 AND WITH THE FLESH OF MANY SHALL THEY WRONGFULLY FEED THE RAVENS AND THE CRANES; AND THEY SHALL ADVANCE IN EVIL IN COVETOUSNESS UPLIFTED, AND THERE SHALL BE FALSE PROPHETS LIKE TEMPEST, AND THEY SHALL PERSECUTE ALL RIGHTEOUS MEN. 11 AND THE LORD SHALL BRING UPON THEM DIVISIONS ONE AGAINST ANOTHER. 12 AND THERE SHALL BE CONTINUAL WARS IN ISRAEL; AND AMONG MEN OF ANOTHER RACE SHALL MY KINGDOM BE BROUGHT TO AN END, UNTIL THE SALVATION OF ISRAEL SHALL COME. 13 UNTIL THE APPEARING OF THE GOD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT JACOB, AND ALL THE GENTILES MAY REST IN PEACE. 14 AND HE SHALL GUARD THE MIGHT OF MY KINGDOM FOR EVER; FOR THE LORD AWARE TO ME WITH AN OATH THAT HE WOULD NOT DESTROY THE KINGDOM FROM MY SEED FOR EVER. 15 NOW I HAVE MUCH GRIEF, MY CHILDREN, BECAUSE OF YOUR LEWDNESS AND WITCHCRAFTS, AND IDOLATRIES WHICH YE SHALL PRACTICE AGAINST THE KINGDOM, FOLLOWING THEM THAT HAVE FAMILIAR SPIRITS, DIVINERS, AND DEMONS OF [SEXUAL] ERROR. 16 YE SHALL MAKE YOUR DAUGHTERS SINGING GIRLS AND HARLOTS, AND YE SHALL MINGLE IN THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE GENTILES. 17 FOR WHICH THINGS' SAKE THE LORD SHALL BRING UPON YOU, FAMINE AND PESTILENCE, DEATH AND THE SWORD, BELEAGUERING BY ENEMIES, AND REVILING’S OF FRIENDS, THE SLAUGHTER OF CHILDREN, THE RAPE OF WIVES, THE PLUNDERING OF POSSESSIONS, THE BURNING OF THE TEMPLE OF GOD, THE LAYING WASTE OF THE LAND, THE ENSLAVEMENT OF YOURSELVES AMONG THE GENTILES. 18 AND THEY SHALL MAKE SOME OF YOU EUNUCHS FOR THEIR WIVES. 19 UNTIL THE LORD VISIT YOU, WHEN WITH PERFECT HEART YE REPENT AND WALK IN ALL HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND HE BRING YOU UP FROM CAPTIVITY AMONG THE GENTILES. 20 AND AFTER THESE THINGS SHALL A STAR ARISE TO YOU FROM JACOB IN PEACE, 21 AND A MAN SHALL ARISE FROM MY SEED, LIKE THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 22 WALKING WITH THE SONS OF MEN IN MEEKNESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS; 23 AND NO [SEXUAL] SIN SHALL BE FOUND IN HIM. 24 AND THE HEAVENS SHALL BE OPENED UNTO HIM, TO POUR OUT THE SPIRIT, EVEN THE BLESSING OF THE HOLY FATHER [STEPHEN]; AND HE SHALL POUR OUT THE SPIRIT OF GRACE UPON YOU; 25 AND YE SHALL BE UNTO HIM SONS IN TRUTH, AND YE SHALL WALK IN HIS COMMANDMENTS FIRST AND LAST. 26 THEN SHALL THE SCEPTER OF MY KINGDOM SHINE FORTH; AND FROM YOUR ROOT SHALL ARISE A STEM; AND FROM IT SHALL GROW A ROD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS TO THE GENTILES, TO JUDGE AND TO SAVE ALL THAT CALL UPON THE LORD. 27 AND AFTER THESE THINGS SHALL ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB ARISE UNTO LIFE; AND I AND MY BRETHREN SHALL BE CHIEFS OF THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL: 28 LEVI FIRST, I THE SECOND, JOSEPH THIRD, BENJAMIN FOURTH, SIMEON FIFTH, ISSACHAR SIXTH, AND SO ALL IN ORDER. 29 AND THE LORD BLESSED LEVI, AND THE ANGEL OF THE PRESENCE, ME; THE POWERS OF GLORY, SIMEON; THE HEAVEN, REUBEN; THE EARTH, ISSACHAR; THE SEA, ZEBULUN; THE MOUNTAINS, JOSEPH; THE TABERNACLE, BENJAMIN; THE LUMINARIES, DAN; EDEN, NAPHTALI; THE SUN, GAD; THE MOON, ASHER. 30 AND YE SHALL BE THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD, AND HAVE ONE TONGUE; AND THERE SHALL BE THERE NO SPIRIT OF DECEIT OF BELIAR, FOR HE SHALL BE CAST INTO THE FIRE FOR EVER. 31 AND THEY WHO HAVE DIED IN GRIEF SHALL ARISE IN JOY, AND THEY WHO WERE POOR FOR THE LORD'S SAKE SHALL BE MADE RICH, AND THEY WHO ARE PUT TO DEATH FOR THE LORD'S SAKE SHALL AWAKE TO LIFE. 32 AND THE HARTS OF JACOB SHALL RUN IN JOYFULNESS, AND THE EAGLES OF ISRAEL SHALL FLY IN GLADNESS; AND ALL THE PEOPLE SHALL GLORIFY THE LORD FOR EVER. 33 OBSERVE, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, ALL THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD, FOR THERE IS HOPE FOR ALL THEM WHO HOLD FAST UNTO, HIS WAYS. 34 AND HE SAID TO THEM: BEHOLD, I DIE BEFORE YOUR EYES THIS DAY, A HUNDRED AND NINETEEN YEARS OLD. 35 LET NO ONE BURY ME IN COSTLY APPAREL, NOR TEAR OPEN MY BOWELS, FOR THIS SHALL THEY WHO ARE KINGS DO; AND CARRY ME UP TO HEBRON WITH YOU. 36 AND JUDAH, WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE THINGS, FELL ASLEEP; AND HIS SONS DID ACCORDING TO ALL WHATSOEVER HE COMMANDED THEM, AND THEY BURIED HIM IN HEBRON, WITH HIS FATHERS.
THE TESTAMENT OF ISSACHAR
THE FIFTH SON OF JACOB AND LEAH.
CHAPTER 1
ISSACHAR, THE FIFTH SON OF JACOB AND LEAH. THE SEXLESS SINLESS CHILD OF HIRE FOR MANDRAKES. HE APPEALS FOR SIMPLICITY.
1 THE COPY OF THE WORDS OF ISSACHAR. 2 FOR HE CALLED HIS SONS AND SAID TO THEM: HEARKEN, MY CHILDREN, TO ISSACHAR YOUR FATHER; GIVE EAR TO THE WORDS OF HIM WHO IS BELOVED OF THE LORD. 3 I WAS BORN THE FIFTH SON TO JACOB, BY WAY OF HIRE FOR THE MANDRAKES. 4 FOR REUBEN MY BROTHER BROUGHT IN MANDRAKES FROM THE FIELD, AND RACHEL MET HIM AND TOOK THEM. 5 AND REUBEN WEPT, AND AT HIS VOICE LEAH MY MOTHER CAME FORTH. 6 NOW THESE MANDRAKES WERE SWEET-SMELLING APPLES WHICH WERE PRODUCED IN THE LAND OF HARAN BELOW A RAVINE OF WATER. 7 AND RACHEL SAID: I WILL NOT GIVE THEM TO THEE, BUT THEY SHALL BE TO ME INSTEAD OF CHILDREN. 8 FOR THE LORD HATH DESPISED ME, AND I HAVE NOT BORNE CHILDREN TO JACOB. 9 NOW THERE WERE TWO APPLES; AND LEAH SAID TO RACHEL: LET IT SUFFICE THEE THAT THOU HAST TAKEN MY HUSBAND: WILT THOU TAKE THESE ALSO? 10 AND RACHEL SAID TO HER: THOU SHALT HAVE JACOB THIS NIGHT FOR THE MANDRAKES OF THY SON, 11 AND LEAH SAID TO HER: JACOB IS MINE, FOR I AM THE WIFE OF HIS YOUTH. 12 BUT RACHEL SAID: BOAST NOT, AND VAUNT NOT THYSELF; FOR HE ESPOUSED ME BEFORE THEE, AND FOR MY SAKE HE SERVED OUR FATHER FOURTEEN YEARS. 13 AND HAD NOT CRAFT INCREASED ON THE EARTH AND THE WICKEDNESS OF MEN PROSPERED, THOU WOULDST NOT NOW SEE THE FACE OF JACOB. 14 FOR THOU ART NOT HIS WIFE, BUT IN CRAFT WERT TAKEN TO HIM IN MY STEAD. 15 AND MY FATHER DECEIVED ME, AND REMOVED ME ON THAT NIGHT, AND DID NOT SUFFER JACOB TO SEE ME; FOR HAD I BEEN THERE, THIS HAD NOT HAPPENED TO HIM. 16 NEVERTHELESS, FOR THE MANDRAKES I AM HIRING JACOB TO THEE FOR ONE NIGHT. 17 AND JACOB KNEW LEAH, AND SHE CONCEIVED AND BARE ME, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THE HIRE I WAS CALLED ISSACHAR. 18 THEN APPEARED TO JACOB AN ANGEL OF THE LORD, SAYING: TWO CHILDREN SHALL RACHEL BEAR, INASMUCH AS SHE HATH REFUSED COMPANY WITH HER HUSBAND, AND HATH CHOSEN CONTINENCY. 19 AND HAD NOT LEAH MY MOTHER PAID THE TWO APPLES FOR THE SAKE OF HIS COMPANY, SHE WOULD HAVE BORNE EIGHT SONS; FOR THIS REASON, SHE, BARE SIX, AND RACHEL BARE THE TWO: FOR ON ACCOUNT OF THE MANDRAKES THE LORD VISITED HER. 20 FOR HE KNEW THAT FOR THE SAKE OF CHILDREN SHE WISHED TO COMPANY WITH JACOB, AND NOT FOR [SEXUAL] LUST OF [SEXUAL] PLEASURE. 21 FOR ON THE MORROW ALSO SHE AGAIN GAVE UP JACOB. 22 BECAUSE OF THE MANDRAKES, THEREFORE, THE LORD HEARKENED TO RACHEL. 23 FOR THOUGH SHE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THEM, SHE CAT THEM NOT, BUT OFFERED THEM IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD, PRESENTING THEM TO THE PRIEST OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WHO WAS AT THAT TIME. 24 WHEN, THEREFORE, I GREW UP, MY CHILDREN, I WALKED IN UPRIGHTNESS OF HEART, AND I BECAME A HUSBANDMAN FOR MY FATHER AND MY BRETHREN, AND I BROUGHT IN FRUITS FROM THE FIELD ACCORDING TO THEIR SEASON. 25 AND MY FATHER BLESSED ME, FOR HE SAW THAT I WALKED IN RECTITUDE BEFORE HIM. 26 AND I WAS NOT A BUSYBODY IN MY DOINGS, NOR ENVIOUS AND MALICIOUS AGAINST MY NEIGHBOR. 27 I NEVER SLANDERED ANY ONE, NOR DID I CENSURE THE LIFE OF ANY MAN, WALKING AS I DID IN SINGLENESS OF EYE. 28 THEREFORE, WHEN I WAS THIRTY-FIVE YEARS OLD, I TOOK TO MYSELF A WIFE, FOR MY LABOR WORE AWAY MY STRENGTH, AND I NEVER [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT UPON [SEXUAL] PLEASURE WITH WOMEN; BUT OWING TO MY TOIL, SLEEP OVERCAME ME. 29 AND MY FATHER ALWAYS REJOICED IN MY RECTITUDE, BECAUSE I OFFERED THROUGH THE PRIEST TO THE LORD ALL FIRST-FRUITS; THEN TO MY FATHER ALSO. 30 AND THE LORD INCREASED TEN THOUSAND-FOLD HIS BENEFITS IN MY HANDS; AND ALSO, JACOB, MY FATHER, KNEW THAT GOD AIDED MY SINGLENESS. 31 FOR ON ALL THE POOR AND OPPRESSED I BESTOWED THE GOOD THINGS OF THE EARTH IN THE SINGLENESS OF MY HEART. 32 AND NOW, HEARKEN TO ME, MY CHILDREN, AND WALK IN SINGLENESS OF YOUR HEART, FOR I HAVE SEEN IN IT ALL THAT IS WELL-PLEASING TO THE LORD.' 33 THE SINGLE-MINDED MAN COVETED NOT GOLD, HE OVERREACHES NOT HIS NEIGHBOR, HE LONGED NOT AFTER MANIFOLD DAINTIES, HE DELIGHTED NOT IN VARIED APPAREL. 34 HE DOTH NOT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO LIVE A LONG LIFE, BUT ONLY WAITED FOR THE WILL OF GOD. 35 AND THE SPIRITS OF DECEIT HAVE NO POWER AGAINST HIM, FOR HE LOOKS NOT ON THE BEAUTY OF WOMEN, LEST HE SHOULD [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE HIS MIND WITH [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION. 36 THERE IS NO ENVY IN HIS [SEXLESS] HOUGHTS, NO MALICIOUS PERSON MAKES HIS SOUL TO PINE AWAY, NOR WORRY WITH INSATIABLE [SEXUAL] DESIRE IN HIS MIND. 37 FOR HE WALKETH IN SINGLENESS OF SOUL, AND BEHOLD ALL THINGS IN UPRIGHTNESS OF HEART, SHUNNING EYES MADE EVIL THROUGH THE [SEXUAL] ERROR OF THE WORLD, LEST HE SHOULD SEE THE PERVERSION OF ANY OF THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD. 38 KEEP, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD, AND GET SINGLENESS, AND WALK IN GUILELESSNESS, NOT PLAYING THE BUSYBODY WITH THE BUSINESS OF YOUR NEIGHBOR, BUT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE LORD AND YOUR NEIGHBOR, HAVE COMPASSION ON THE POOR AND WEAK. 39 BOW DOWN YOUR BACK UNTO HUSBANDRY, AND TOIL IN LABORS IN ALL MANNER OF HUSBANDRY, OFFERING GIFTS TO THE LORD WITH THANKSGIVING. 40 FOR WITH THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THE EARTH WILL THE LORD BLESS YOU, EVEN AS HE BLESSED ALL THE SAINTS FROM ABEL EVEN UNTIL NOW. 41 FOR NO OTHER PORTION IS GIVEN TO YOU THAN OF THE FATNESS OF THE EARTH, WHOSE FRUITS ARE RAISED BY TOIL. 42 FOR OUR FATHER JACOB BLESSED ME WITH BLESSINGS OF THE EARTH AND OF FIRST-FRUITS. 43 AND LEVI AND JUDAH WERE GLORIFIED BY THE LORD EVEN AMONG THE SONS OF JACOB; FOR THE LORD GAVE THEM AN INHERITANCE, AND TO LEVI HE GAVE THE PRIESTHOOD, AND TO JUDAH THE KINGDOM. 44 AND DO YE THEREFORE OBEY THEM, AND WALK IN THE SINGLENESS OF YOUR FATHER; FOR UNTO GAD HATH IT BEEN GIVEN TO DESTROY THE TROOPS THAT ARE COMING UPON ISRAEL.
CHAPTER 2
1 KNOW YE THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, THAT IN THE LAST TIMES YOUR SONS WILL FORSAKE SINGLENESS, AND WILL CLEAVE UNTO INSATIABLE [SEXUAL] DESIRE. 2 AND LEAVING GUILELESSNESS, WILL DRAW NEAR TO MALICE; AND FORSAKING THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, THEY WILL CLEAVE UNTO BELIAR. 3 AND LEAVING HUSBANDRY, THEY WILL FOLLOW AFTER THEIR OWN WICKED [SEXUAL] DEVICES, AND THEY SHALL BE DISPERSED AMONG THE GENTILES, AND SHALL SERVE THEIR ENEMIES. 4 AND DO YOU THEREFORE GIVE THESE COMMANDS TO YOUR CHILDREN, THAT, IF THEY [SEXUAL] SIN, THEY MAY THE MORE QUICKLY RETURN TO THE LORD; FOR HE IS MERCIFUL, AND WILL DELIVER THEM, EVEN TO BRING THEM BACK INTO THEIR LAND. 5 BEHOLD, THEREFORE, AS YE SEE, I AM A HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SIX YEARS OLD AND AM NOT CONSCIOUS OF COMMITTING ANY [SEXUAL] SIN. 6 EXCEPT MY WIFE I HAVE NOT KNOWN ANY WOMAN. I NEVER COMMITTED FORNICATION BY THE UPLIFTING OF MY EYES. 7 I DRANK NOT WINE, TO BE LED ASTRAY THEREBY; 8 I COVETED NOT ANY DESIRABLE THING THAT WAS MY NEIGHBOR'S. 9 GUILE AROSE NOT IN MY HEART; 10 A LIE PASSED NOT THROUGH MY LIPS. 11 IF ANY MAN WERE IN DISTRESS, I JOINED MY SIGHS WITH HIS, 12 AND I SHARED MY BREAD WITH THE POOR. 13 I WROUGHT GODLINESS, ALL MY DAYS I KEPT TRUTH. 14 I [SEXLESSLY] LOVED THE LORD; LIKEWISE, ALSO EVERY MAN WITH ALL MY HEART. 15 SO DO YOU ALSO THESE THINGS, MY CHILDREN, AND EVERY SPIRIT OF BELIAR SHALL FLEE FROM YOU, AND NO DEED OF WICKED MEN SHALL RULE OVER YOU; 16 AND EVERY WILD BEAST SHALL YE SUBDUE, SINCE YOU HAVE WITH YOU THE GOD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH AND WALK WITH MEN IN SINGLENESS OF HEART. 17 AND HAVING SAID THESE THINGS, HE COMMANDED HIS SONS THAT THEY SHOULD CARRY HIM UP TO HEBRON, AND BURY HIM THERE IN THE CAVE WITH HIS FATHERS. 18 AND HE STRETCHED OUT HIS FEET AND DIED, AT A GOOD OLD AGE; WITH EVERY LIMB SOUND, AND WITH STRENGTH UNABATED, HE SLEPT THE ETERNAL SLEEP.
THE TESTAMENT OF ZEBULUN
THE SIXTH SON OF JACOB AND LEAH.
CHAPTER 1
ZEBULUN, THE SIXTH SON OF JACOB AND LEAH. THE INVENTOR AND PHILANTHROPIST., WHAT HE LEARNED AS A RESULT OF THE [SEXUAL] PLOT AGAINST JOSEPH.
1 THE COPY OF THE WORDS OF ZEBULUN, WHICH HE ENJOINED ON HIS SONS BEFORE HE DIED IN THE HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH YEAR OF HIS LIFE, TWO YEARS AFTER THE DEATH OF JOSEPH. 2 AND HE SAID TO THEM: HEARKEN TO ME, YE SONS OF ZEBULUN ATTEND TO THE WORDS OF YOUR FATHER. 3 I, ZEBULUN, WAS BORN A GOOD GIFT TO MY PARENTS. 4 FOR WHEN I WAS BORN MY FATHER WAS INCREASED VERY EXCEEDINGLY, BOTH IN FLOCKS AND HERDS, WHEN WITH THE STREAKED RODS HE HAD HIS PORTION. 5 I AM NOT CONSCIOUS THAT I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED ALL MY DAYS, SAVE IN THOUGHT. 6 NOR YET DO I REMEMBER THAT I HAVE DONE ANY INIQUITY, EXCEPT THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF IGNORANCE WHICH I COMMITTED AGAINST JOSEPH; FOR I COVENANTED WITH MY BRETHREN NOT TO TELL MY FATHER WHAT HAD BEEN DONE. 7 BUT I WEPT IN SECRET MANY DAYS ON ACCOUNT OF JOSEPH, FOR I FEARED MY BRETHREN, BECAUSE THEY HAD ALL AGREED THAT IF ANY ONE SHOULD DECLARE THE SECRET, HE SHOULD BE SLAIN. 8 BUT WHEN THEY WISHED TO KILL HIM, I ADJURED THEM MUCH WITH TEARS NOT TO BE GUILTY OF THIS [SEXUAL] SIN. 9 FOR SIMEON AND GAD CAME AGAINST JOSEPH TO KILL HIM, AND HE SAID UNTO THEM WITH TEARS: PITY ME, MY BRETHREN, HAVE MERCY UPON THE BOWELS OF JACOB OUR FATHER: LAY NOT UPON ME YOUR HANDS TO SHED INNOCENT BLOOD, FOR I HAVE NOT [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST YOU. 10 AND IF INDEED I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, WITH CHASTENING CHASTISE ME, MY BRETHREN, BUT LAY NOT UPON ME YOUR HAND, FOR THE SAKE OF JACOB OUR FATHER, 11 AND AS HE SPOKE THESE WORDS, WAILING AS HE DID SO, I WAS UNABLE TO BEAR HIS LAMENTATIONS, AND BEGAN TO WEEP, AND MY LIVER WAS POURED OUT, AND ALL THE SUBSTANCE OF MY BOWELS WAS LOOSENED. 12 AND I WEPT WITH JOSEPH AND MY HEART SOUNDED, AND THE JOINTS OF MY BODY TREMBLED, AND I WAS NOT ABLE TO STAND. 13 AND WHEN JOSEPH SAW ME WEEPING WITH HIM, AND THEM COMING AGAINST HIM TO SLAY HIM, HE FLED BEHIND ME, BESEECHING THEM. 14 BUT MEANWHILE REUBEN AROSE AND SAID: COME, MY BRETHREN, LET US NOT SLAY HIM, BUT LET US CAST HIM INTO ONE OF THESE DRY PITS, WHICH OUR FATHERS DUG AND FOUND NO WATER. 15 FOR FOR THIS CAUSE THE LORD FORBADE THAT WATER SHOULD RISE UP IN THEM IN ORDER THAT JOSEPH SHOULD BE PRESERVED. 16 AND THEY DID SO, UNTIL THEY SOLD HIM TO THE ISHMAELITES. 17 FOR IN HIS PRICE I HAD NO SHARE, MY CHILDREN. 18 BUT SIMEON AND GAD AND SIX, OTHER OF OUR BRETHREN TOOK THE PRICE OF JOSEPH, AND BOUGHT SANDALS FOR THEMSELVES, AND THEIR WIVES, AND THEIR CHILDREN, SAYING: 19 WE WILL NOT EAT OF IT, FOR IT IS THE PRICE OF OUR BROTHER'S BLOOD, BUT WE WILL ASSUREDLY TREAD IT UNDER FOOT, BECAUSE HE SAID THAT HE WOULD BE KING OVER US, AND SO LET US SEE WHAT WILL BECOME OF HIS DREAMS. 20 THEREFORE IT IS WRITTEN IN THE WRITING OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES, THAT WHOSOEVER WILL NOT RAISE UP SEED TO HIS BROTHER, HIS SANDAL SHOULD BE UNLOOSED, AND THEY SHOULD SPIT IN HIS FACE. 21 AND THE BRETHREN OF JOSEPH WISHED NOT THAT THEIR BROTHER SHOULD LIVE, AND THE LORD LOOSED FROM THEM THE SANDAL WHICH THEY WORE AGAINST JOSEPH THEIR BROTHER. 22 FOR WHEN THEY CAME INTO EGYPT THEY WERE UNLOOSED BY THE SERVANTS OF JOSEPH OUTSIDE THE GATE, AND SO THEY MADE OBEISANCE TO JOSEPH AFTER THE FASHION OF KING PHARAOH. 23 AND NOT ONLY DID THEY MAKE OBEISANCE TO HIM, BUT WERE SPIT UPON ALSO, FALLING DOWN BEFORE HIM FORTHWITH, AND SO THEY WERE PUT TO SHAME BEFORE. THE EGYPTIANS. 24 FOR AFTER THIS THE EGYPTIANS HEARD ALL THE EVILS THAT THEY HAD DONE TO JOSEPH. 25 AND AFTER HE WAS SOLD MY BROTHERS SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK. 26 BUT I, THROUGH PITY FOR JOSEPH, DID NOT EAT, BUT WATCHED THE PIT, SINCE JUDAH FEARED LEST SIMEON, DAN, AND GAD SHOULD RUSH OFF AND SLAY HIM. 27 BUT WHEN THEY SAW THAT I DID NOT EAT, THEY SET ME TO WATCH HIM, TILL HE WAS SOLD TO THE ISHMAELITES. 28 AND WHEN REUBEN CAME AND HEARD THAT WHILE HE WAS AWAY JOSEPH HAD BEEN SOLD, HE RENT HIS GARMENTS, AND MOURNING, SAID: 29 HOW SHALL I LOOK ON THE FACE OF MY FATHER JACOB? AND HE TOOK THE MONEY AND RAN AFTER THE MERCHANTS BUT AS HE FAILED TO FIND THEM, HE RETURNED GRIEVING. 30 BUT THE MERCHANTS HAD LEFT THE BROAD ROAD AND MARCHED THROUGH THE TROGLODYTES BY A SHORT CUT. 31 BUT REUBEN WAS GRIEVED, AND ATE NO FOOD THAT DAY. 32 DAN THEREFORE CAME TO HIM AND SAID: WEEP NOT, NEITHER GRIEVE; FOR WE HAVE FOUND WHAT WE CAN SAY TO OUR FATHER JACOB. 33 LET US SLAY A KID OF THE GOATS, AND DIP IN IT THE COAT OF JOSEPH; AND LET US SEND IT TO JACOB, SAYING: KNOW, IS THIS THE COAT OF THY SON? 34 AND THEY DID SO. FOR THEY STRIPPED OFF FROM JOSEPH HIS COAT WHEN THEY WERE SELLING HIM, AND PUT UPON HIM THE GARMENT OF A SLAVE. 35 NOW SIMEON TOOK THE COAT, AND WOULD NOT GIVE IT UP, FOR HE WISHED TO REND IT WITH HIS SWORD, AS HE WAS ANGRY THAT JOSEPH LIVED AND THAT HE HAD NOT SLAIN HIM. 36 THEN WE ALL ROSE UP AND SAID UNTO HIM: IF THOU GIVE NOT UP THE COAT, WE WILL SAY TO OUR FATHER THAT THOU ALONE DIDST THIS EVIL THING IN ISRAEL. 37 AND SO HE GAVE IT UNTO THEM, AND THEY DID EVEN AS DAN HAD SAID. 
CHAPTER 2
HE URGES HUMAN SYMPATHY AND UNDERSTANDING OF ONE'S FELLOW MEN.
1 AND NOW CHILDREN, I YOU (SIC) TO KEEP THE COMMANDS OF THE LORD, AND TO SHOW MERCY TO YOUR NEIGHBORS, AND TO HAVE COMPASSION TOWARDS ALL, NOT TOWARDS MEN ONLY, BUT ALSO TOWARDS BEASTS. 2 FOR ALL THIS THING'S SAKE THE LORD BLESSED ME, AND WHEN ALL MY BRETHREN WERE SICK, I ESCAPED WITHOUT SICKNESS, FOR THE LORD KNOWS THE [SEXLESS] PURPOSES OF EACH. 3 HAVE, THEREFORE, COMPASSION IN YOUR HEARTS, MY CHILDREN, BECAUSE EVEN AS A MAN DOETH TO HIS NEIGHBOR, EVEN SO ALSO WILL THE LORD DO TO HIM. 4 FOR THE SONS OF MY BRETHREN WERE SICKENING AND WERE DYING ON ACCOUNT OF JOSEPH, BECAUSE THEY SHOWED NOT MERCY IN THEIR HEARTS; BUT MY SONS WERE PRESERVED WITHOUT SICKNESS, AS YE KNOW. 5 AND WHEN I WAS IN THE LAND OF CANAAN, BY THE SEA-COAST, I MADE A CATCH OF FISH FOR JACOB MY FATHER; AND WHEN MANY WERE CHOKED IN THE SEA, I CONTINUED UNHURT. 6 I WAS THE FIRST TO MAKE A BOAT TO SAIL UPON THE SEA, FOR THE LORD GAVE ME UNDERSTANDING AND WISDOM THEREIN. 7 AND I LET DOWN A RUDDER BEHIND IT, AND I STRETCHED A SAIL UPON ANOTHER UPRIGHT PIECE OF WOOD IN THE MIDST. 8 AND I SAILED THEREIN ALONG THE SHORES, CATCHING FISH FOR THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER UNTIL WE CAME TO EGYPT. 9 AND THROUGH COMPASSION I SHARED MY CATCH WITH EVERY STRANGER. 10 AND IF A MAN WERE A STRANGER, OR SICK, OR AGED, I BOILED THE FISH, AND DRESSED THEM WELL, AND OFFERED THEM TO ALL MEN, AS EVERY MAN HAD NEED, GRIEVING WITH AND HAVING COMPASSION UPON THEM. 11 WHEREFORE ALSO THE LORD SATISFIED ME WITH ABUNDANCE OF FISH WHEN CATCHING FISH; FOR HE THAT SHARES WITH HIS NEIGHBOR RECEIVES MANIFOLD MORE FROM THE LORD. 12 FOR FIVE YEARS I CAUGHT FISH AND GAVE THEREOF TO EVERY MAN WHOM I SAW, AND SUFFICED FOR ALL THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER. 13 AND IN THE SUMMER, I CAUGHT FISH, AND IN THE WINTER, I KEPT SHEEP WITH MY BRETHREN. 14 NOW I WILL DECLARE UNTO YOU WHAT I DID. 15 I SAW A MAN IN DISTRESS THROUGH NAKEDNESS IN WINTERTIME, AND HAD COMPASSION UPON HIM, AND STOLE AWAY A GARMENT SECRETLY FROM MY FATHER'S HOUSE, AND GAVE IT TO HIM WHO WAS IN DISTRESS. 16 DO YOU, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, FROM THAT WHICH GOD BESTOWS UPON YOU, SHOW COMPASSION AND MERCY WITHOUT HESITATION TO ALL MEN, AND GIVE TO EVERY MAN WITH A GOOD HEART. 17 AND IF YE HAVE NOT THE WHEREWITHAL TO GIVE TO HIM THAT NEEDS, HAVE COMPASSION FOR HIM IN BOWELS OF MERCY. 18 I KNOW THAT MY HAND FOUND NOT THE WHEREWITHAL TO GIVE TO HIM THAT NEEDED, AND I WALKED WITH HIM WEEPING FOR SEVEN FURLONGS, AND MY BOWELS YEARNED TOWARDS HIM IN COMPASSION. 19 HAVE, THEREFORE, YOURSELVES ALSO, MY CHILDREN, COMPASSION TOWARDS EVERY MAN WITH MERCY, THAT THE LORD ALSO MAY HAVE COMPASSION AND MERCY UPON YOU. 20 BECAUSE ALSO IN, THE LAST DAYS GOD WILL SEND HIS COMPASSION ON THE EARTH, AND WHERESOEVER HE FINDS BOWELS OF MERCY HE DWELLETH IN HIM. 21 FOR IN THE DEGREE IN WHICH A MAN HATH COMPASSION UPON HIS NEIGHBORS, IN THE SAME DEGREE HATH THE LORD ALSO UPON HIM. 22 AND WHEN WE WENT DOWN INTO EGYPT, JOSEPH BORE NO MALICE AGAINST US. 23 TO WHOM TAKING HEED, DO YE ALSO, MY CHILDREN, APPROVE YOURSELVES WITHOUT MALICE, AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ONE ANOTHER; AND DO NOT SET DOWN IN ACCOUNT, EACH ONE OF YOU, EVIL AGAINST HIS BROTHER. 24 FOR THIS BREAKS UNITY AND DIVIDED ALL KINDRED, AND TROUBLES THE SOUL, AND WEARS AWAY THE COUNTENANCE. 25 OBSERVE, THEREFORE, THE WATERS, AND KNOW WHEN THEY FLOW TOGETHER, THEY SWEEP ALONG STONES, TREES, EARTH, AND OTHER THINGS. 26 BUT IF THEY ARE DIVIDED INTO MANY STREAMS, THE EARTH SWALLOWS THEM UP, AND THEY VANISH AWAY. 27 SO SHALL YE ALSO BE IF YE BE DIVIDED. BE NOT YE, THEREFORE, DIVIDED INTO TWO HEADS FOR EVERYTHING WHICH THE LORD MADE, HATH BUT ONE HEAD, AND TWO SHOULDERS, TWO HANDS, TWO FEET, AND ALL THE REMAINING MEMBERS. 28 FOR I HAVE LEARNT IN THE WRITING OF MY FATHERS, THAT YE SHALL BE DIVIDED IN ISRAEL, AND YE SHALL FOLLOW TWO KINGS, AND SHALL WORK EVERY ABOMINATION. 29 AND YOUR ENEMIES SHALL LEAD YOU CAPTIVE, AND YE SHALL BE EVIL ENTREATED AMONG THE GENTILES, WITH MANY INFIRMITIES AND TRIBULATIONS. 30 AND AFTER THESE THINGS YE SHALL REMEMBER THE LORD AND REPENT, AND HE SHALL HAVE MERCY UPON YOU, FOR HE IS MERCIFUL AND COMPASSIONATE. 31 AND HE SETS NOT DOWN IN ACCOUNT EVIL AGAINST THE SONS OF MEN, BECAUSE THEY ARE FLESH, AND ARE DECEIVED THROUGH THEIR OWN WICKED [SEXUAL] DEEDS. 32 AND AFTER THESE THINGS SHALL THERE ARISE UNTO YOU THE LORD HIMSELF, THE LIGHT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND YE SHALL RETURN UNTO YOUR LAND. 33 AND YE SHALL SEE HIM IN JERUSALEM, FOR HIS NAME'S SAKE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 34 AND AGAIN THROUGH THE WICKEDNESS OF YOUR WORKS SHALL YE [SEXUALLY] PROVOKE HIM TO ANGER, 35 AND YE SHALL BE CAST AWAY BY HIM UNTO THE TIME OF CONSUMMATION. 36 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, GRIEVE NOT THAT I AM DYING, NOR BE CAST DOWN IN THAT I AM COMING TO MY END. 37 FOR I SHALL RISE AGAIN IN THE MIDST OF YOU, AS A RULER IN THE MIDST OF HIS SONS; AND I SHALL REJOICE IN THE MIDST OF MY TRIBE, AS MANY AS SHALL KEEP THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD, AND THE COMMANDMENTS OF ZEBULUN THEIR FATHER. 38 BUT UPON THE UNGODLY SHALL THE LORD BRING ETERNAL FIRE, AND DESTROY THEM THROUGHOUT ALL GENERATIONS. 39 BUT I AM NOW HASTENING AWAY TO MY REST, AS DID ALSO MY FATHERS. 40 BUT DO YE FEAR THE LORD OUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE. 41 AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE THINGS, HE FELL ASLEEP, AT A GOOD OLD AGE. 42 AND HIS SONS LAID HIM IN A WOODEN COFFIN. AND AFTERWARDS THEY CARRIED HIM UP AND BURIED HIM IN HEBRON, WITH HIS FATHERS.
THE TESTAMENT OF DAN
THE SEVENTH SON OF JACOB AND BILHAH.
CHAPTER 1
THE SEVENTH SON OF JACOB AND BILHAH. THE JEALOUS ONE. HE [SEXLESSLY] COUNSELS AGAINST ANGER SAYING THAT "IT GIVETH PECULIAR VISION." THIS IS A NOTABLE THESIS ON ANGER.
1 THE COPY OF THE WORDS OF DAN, WHICH HE SPOKE TO HIS SONS IN HIS LAST DAYS, IN THE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIFTH YEAR OF HIS LIFE. 2 FOR HE CALLED TOGETHER HIS I FAMILY, AND SAID: HEARKEN TO MY WORDS, YE SONS OF DAN; AND GIVE HEED TO THE WORDS OF YOUR FATHER. 3 I HAVE PROVED IN MY HEART, AND IN MY WHOLE LIFE, THAT TRUTH WITH JUST DEALING IS GOOD AND WELL PLEASING TO GOD, AND THAT LYING AND ANGER ARE EVIL, BECAUSE THEY TEACH MAN ALL WICKEDNESS. 4 I CONFESS, THEREFORE, THIS DAY TO YOU, MY CHILDREN, THAT IN MY HEART I RESOLVED ON THE DEATH OF JOSEPH MY BROTHER, THE TRUE AND GOOD MAN. 5 AND I REJOICED THAT HE WAS SOLD, BECAUSE HIS FATHER [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM MORE THAN US. 6 FOR THE SPIRIT OF JEALOUSY AND VAINGLORY SAID TO ME: THOU THYSELF ALSO ART HIS SON. 7 AND ONE OF THE SPIRITS OF BELIAR STIRRED ME UP, SAYING: TAKE THIS SWORD, AND WITH IT SLAY JOSEPH: SO, SHALL THY FATHER [SEXUALLY] LOVE THEE WHEN HE IS DEAD. 8 NOW THIS IS THE SPIRIT OF ANGER THAT PERSUADED ME TO CRUSH JOSEPH AS A LEOPARD CRUSHES A KID. 9 BUT THE GOD OF MY FATHERS DID NOT SUFFER HIM TO FALL INTO MY HANDS, SO THAT I SHOULD FIND HIM ALONE AND SLAY HIM, AND CAUSE A SECOND TRIBE TO BE DESTROYED IN ISRAEL. 10 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, BEHOLD I AM DYING, AND I TELL YOU OF A TRUTH, THAT UNLESS YE KEEP YOURSELVES FROM THE SPIRIT OF LYING AND OF ANGER, AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE TRUTH AND LONGSUFFERING, YE SHALL PERISH. 11 FOR ANGER IS BLINDNESS, AND DOES NOT SUFFER ONE TO SEE THE FACE OF ANY MAN WITH TRUTH. 12 FOR THOUGH IT BE A FATHER OR A MOTHER, HE BEHAVES TOWARDS THEM AS ENEMIES; THOUGH IT BE A BROTHER, HE KNOWS HIM NOT; THOUGH IT BE A PROPHET OF THE LORD, HE DISOBEYED HIM; THOUGH A RIGHTEOUS MAN, HE REGARDED HIM NOT; THOUGH A FRIEND, HE DOTH NOT ACKNOWLEDGE HIM. 13 FOR THE SPIRIT OF ANGER ENCOMPASSES HIM WITH THE NET OF DECEIT, AND BLINDS HIS EYES, AND THROUGH LYING DARKENS HIS MIND, AND GIVETH HIM ITS OWN PECULIAR VISION. 14 AND WHEREWITH ENCOMPASSES IT HIS EYES? WITH HATRED OF HEART, SO AS TO BE ENVIOUS OF HIS BROTHER. 15 FOR ANGER IS AN EVIL THING, MY CHILDREN, FOR IT TROUBLES EVEN THE SOUL ITSELF. 16 AND THE BODY OF THE ANGRY MAN IT MAKES ITS OWN, AND OVER HIS SOUL IT GETS THE MASTERY, AND IT BESTOWS UPON THE BODY POWER THAT IT MAY WORK ALL INIQUITY. 17 AND WHEN THE BODY DOES ALL THESE THINGS, THE SOUL JUSTIFIES WHAT IS DONE, SINCE IT SEES NOT ARIGHT. 18 THEREFORE HE THAT IS WRATHFUL, IF HE BE A MIGHTY MAN, HATH A THREEFOLD POWER IN HIS ANGER: ONE BY THE HELP OF HIS SERVANTS; AND A SECOND BY HIS WEALTH, WHEREBY HE PERSUADES AND OVERCOMES WRONGFULLY; AND THIRDLY, HAVING HIS OWN NATURAL POWER HE WORKETH THEREBY THE EVIL. 19 AND THOUGH THE WRATHFUL MAN BE WEAK, YET HATH HE A POWER TWOFOLD OF THAT WHICH IS BY [SEXUAL] NATURE; FOR WRATH EVER AIDS SUCH IN [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS. 20 THIS SPIRIT GOES ALWAYS WITH LYING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF SATAN, THAT WITH CRUELTY AND LYING HIS WORKS MAY BE WROUGHT. 21 UNDERSTAND YE, THEREFORE, THE POWER OF WRATH, THAT IT IS VAIN. 22 FOR IT FIRST OF ALL GIVETH PROVOCATION BY WORD; THEN BY [SEXUAL] DEEDS IT STRENGTHENS HIM WHO IS ANGRY, AND WITH SHARP LOSSES DISTURBS HIS MIND, AND SO STIRS UP WITH GREAT WRATH HIS SOUL. 23 THEREFORE, WHEN ANYONE, SPEAKS AGAINST YOU, BE NOT YE MOVED TO [UNRIGHTEOUS] ANGER, AND IF ANY MAN PRAISES YOU AS HOLY MEN, BE NOT [SEXUALLY] UPLIFTED: BE NOT MOVED EITHER TO DELIGHT OR TO DISGUST. 24 FOR FIRST IT PLEASES THE HEARING, AND SO MAKES THE MIND KEEN TO PERCEIVE THE GROUNDS FOR PROVOCATION; AND THEN BEING ENRAGED, HE [SEXUALLY] THINKETH THAT HE IS JUSTLY ANGRY. 25 IF YE [SEXUALLY] FALL INTO ANY [SEXUAL] LOSS OR [SEXUAL] RUIN, MY CHILDREN, BE NOT AFFLICTED; FOR THIS VERY SPIRIT MAKES A MAN [SEXUALLY] DESIRE THAT WHICH IS PERISHABLE, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY BE ENRAGED THROUGH THE AFFLICTION. 26 AND IF YE SUFFER LOSS VOLUNTARILY, OR INVOLUNTARILY, BE NOT VEXED; FOR FROM VEXATION ARISES WRATH WITH LYING. 27 MOREOVER, A TWOFOLD MISCHIEF IS WRATH WITH LYING; AND THEY ASSIST ONE ANOTHER IN ORDER TO DISTURB THE HEART; AND WHEN THE SOUL IS CONTINUALLY DISTURBED, THE LORD DEPARTS FROM IT, AND BELIAR RULES OVER IT.
CHAPTER 2
A PROPHECY OF THE SEXUAL SINS, CAPTIVITY, PLAGUES, AND ULTIMATE RESTITUTION OF THE NATION. THEY STILL TALK OF EDEN (SEE VERSE 18). VERSE 23 IS REMARKABLE IN THE LIGHT OF PROPHECY.
1 OBSERVE, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, AND KEEP HIS [SEXLESS] LAW; DEPART FROM WRATH, AND HATE LYING, THAT THE LORD MAY DWELL AMONG YOU, AND BELIAR MAY FLEE FROM YOU. 2 SPEAK TRUTH EACH ONE WITH HIS NEIGHBOR. SO, SHALL YE NOT FALL INTO WRATH AND CONFUSION; BUT YE SHALL BE IN PEACE, HAVING THE GOD OF PEACE, SO SHALL NO WAR PREVAIL OVER YOU. 3 [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE LORD THROUGH ALL YOUR LIFE, AND ONE ANOTHER WITH A TRUE HEART. 4 I KNOW THAT IN THE LAST DAYS YE SHALL DEPART FROM THE LORD, AND YE SHALL [SEXUALLY] PROVOKE LEVI UNTO ANGER, AND FIGHT AGAINST JUDAH; BUT YE SHALL NOT [SEXUALLY] PREVAIL AGAINST THEM, FOR AN ANGEL OF THE LORD SHALL GUIDE THEM BOTH; FOR BY THEM SHALL ISRAEL STAND. 5 AND WHENSOEVER YE DEPART FROM THE LORD, YE SHALL WALK IN ALL EVIL AND WORK THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE GENTILES, GOING A-WHORING AFTER WOMEN OF THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS ONES, WHILE WITH ALL WICKEDNESS THE SPIRITS OF WICKEDNESS WORK IN YOU. 6 FOR I HAVE READ IN THE BOOK OF ENOCH, THE RIGHTEOUS, THAT YOUR PRINCE IS SATAN, AND THAT ALL THE SPIRITS OF WICKEDNESS AND PRIDE WILL CONSPIRE TO ATTEND CONSTANTLY ON THE SONS OF LEVI, TO CAUSE THEM TO [SEXUAL] SIN BEFORE THE LORD. 7 AND MY SONS WILL DRAW NEAR TO LEVI, AND [SEXUAL] SIN WITH THEM IN ALL THINGS; AND THE SONS OF JUDAH WILL BE COVETOUS, PLUNDERING OTHER MEN'S GOODS LIKE LIONS. 8 THEREFORE SHALL YE BE LED AWAY WITH THEM INTO CAPTIVITY, AND THERE SHALL YE RECEIVE ALL THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT, AND ALL THE EVILS OF THE GENTILES. 9 AND SO WHEN YE RETURN TO THE LORD YE SHALL OBTAIN MERCY, AND HE SHALL BRING YOU INTO HIS SANCTUARY, AND HE SHALL GIVE YOU PEACE. 10 AND THERE SHALL ARISE UNTO YOU FROM THE TRIBE OF JUDAH AND OF LEVI THE SALVATION OF THE LORD; AND HE SHALL MAKE WAR AGAINST BELIAR. 11 AND EXECUTE AN EVERLASTING VENGEANCE ON OUR ENEMIES; AND THE CAPTIVITY SHALL HE TAKE FROM BELIAR THE SOULS OF THE SAINTS, AND TURN DISOBEDIENT HEARTS UNTO THE LORD, AND GIVE TO THEM THAT CALL UPON HIM ETERNAL PEACE. 12 AND THE SAINTS SHALL REST IN EDEN, AND IN THE NEW JERUSALEM SHALL THE RIGHTEOUS REJOICE, AND IT SHALL BE UNTO THE GLORY OF GOD FOR EVER. 13 AND NO LONGER SHALL JERUSALEM ENDURE DESOLATION, NOR ISRAEL BE LED CAPTIVE; FOR THE LORD SHALL BE IN THE MIDST OF IT [LIVING AMONGST MEN], AND THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL SHALL REIGN OVER IT IN HUMILITY AND IN POVERTY; AND HE WHO BELIEVETH ON HIM SHALL REIGN AMONGST MEN IN TRUTH. 14 AND NOW, FEAR THE LORD, MY CHILDREN, AND BEWARE OF SATAN AND HIS SPIRITS. 15 DRAW NEAR UNTO GOD AND UNTO THE ANGEL THAT INTERCEDES FOR YOU, FOR HE IS A MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD AND MAN, AND FOR THE PEACE OF ISRAEL HE SHALL STAND UP AGAINST THE KINGDOM OF THE ENEMY. 16 THEREFORE IS THE ENEMY EAGER TO DESTROY ALL THAT CALL UPON THE LORD. 17 FOR HE KNOWS THAT UPON THE DAY ON WHICH ISRAEL SHALL REPENT, THE KINGDOM OF THE ENEMY SHALL BE BROUGHT TO AN END. 18 FOR THE VERY ANGEL OF PEACE SHALL STRENGTHEN ISRAEL, THAT IT, FALL NOT INTO THE EXTREMITY OF EVIL. 19 AND IT SHALL BE IN THE TIME OF THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS OF ISRAEL, THAT THE LORD WILL NOT DEPART FROM THEM, BUT WILL TRANSFORM THEM INTO A NATION THAT DOETH HIS WILL, FOR NONE OF THE ANGELS WILL BE EQUAL UNTO HIM. 20 AND HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SHALL BE IN EVERY PLACE IN ISRAEL, AND AMONG THE GENTILES. 21 KEEP, THEREFORE, YOURSELVES, MY CHILDREN, FROM EVERY EVIL WORK, AND CAST AWAY WRATH AND ALL LYING, AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE TRUTH AND LONG-SUFFERING. 22 AND THE THINGS WHICH YE HAVE HEARD FROM YOUR FATHER, DO YE ALSO IMPART TO YOUR CHILDREN THAT THE SAVIOR OF THE GENTILES MAY RECEIVE YOU; FOR HE IS TRUE AND LONG-SUFFERING, MEEK AND LOWLY, AND TEACHES BY HIS WORKS THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD. 23 DEPART, THEREFORE, FROM ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND CLEAVE UNTO THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD, AND YOUR RACE WILL BE SAVED FOR EVER. 24 AND BURY ME NEAR MY FATHERS. 25 AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE THINGS, HE KISSED THEM, AND FELL ASLEEP AT A GOOD OLD AGE. 26 AND HIS SONS BURIED HIM, AND AFTER THAT THEY CARRIED UP HIS BONES, AND PLACED THEM NEAR ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB. 27 NEVERTHELESS, DAN PROPHESIED UNTO THEM THAT THEY SHOULD FORGET THEIR GOD, AND SHOULD BE ALIENATED FROM THE LAND OF THEIR INHERITANCE AND FROM THE RACE OF ISRAEL, AND FROM THE FAMILY OF THEIR SEED. 
THE TESTAMENT OF NAPHTALI
THE EIGHTH SON OF JACOB AND BILHAH.
CHAPTER 1
NAPHTALI, THE EIGHTH SON OF JACOB AND BILHAH. THE RUNNER. A LESSON IN PHYSIOLOGY.
1 THE COPY OF, THE TESTAMENT OF NAPHTALI, WHICH HE ORDAINED AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH IN THE HUNDRED AND THIRTIETH YEAR OF HIS LIFE. 2 WHEN HIS SONS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER IN THE SEVENTH MONTH, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH, WHILE STILL IN GOOD HEALTH, HE MADE THEM A FEAST OF FOOD AND WINE. 3 AND AFTER HE WAS AWAKE IN THE MORNING, HE SAID TO THEM, I AM DYING; AND THEY BELIEVED HIM NOT. 4 AND AS HE GLORIFIED THE LORD, HE GREW STRONG AND SAID THAT AFTER YESTERDAY'S FEAST HE SHOULD DIE. 5 AND HE BEGAN THEN TO SAY: HEAR, MY CHILDREN, YE SONS OF NAPHTALI, HEAR THE WORDS OF YOUR FATHER. 6 I WAS BORN FROM BILHAH, AND BECAUSE RACHEL DEALT [SEXUALLY] CRAFTLY, AND GAVE BILHAH IN PLACE OF HERSELF TO JACOB, AND SHE CONCEIVED AND BARE ME UPON RACHEL'S KNEES, THEREFORE SHE CALLED MY NAME NAPHTALI. 7 FOR RACHEL [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ME VERY MUCH BECAUSE I WAS BORN UPON HER LAP; AND WHEN I WAS STILL YOUNG, SHE WAS WONT TO KISS ME, AND SAY: MAY I HAVE A BROTHER OF THINE FROM MINE OWN WOMB, LIKE UNTO THEE. 8 WHENCE ALSO JOSEPH WAS LIKE UNTO ME IN ALL THINGS, ACCORDING TO THE PRAYERS OF RACHEL. 9 NOW MY MOTHER WAS BILHAH, DAUGHTER OF ROTHEUS THE BROTHER OF DEBORAH, REBECCA'S NURSE, WHO WAS BORN ON ONE AND THE SELF-SAME DAY WITH RACHEL. 10 AND ROTHEUS WAS OF THE FAMILY OF ABRAHAM, A CHALDEAN, GOD-FEARING, FREE-BORN, AND NOBLE. 11 AND HE WAS TAKEN CAPTIVE AND WAS BOUGHT BY LABAN; AND HE GAVE HIM EUNA HIS HANDMAID TO WIFE, AND SHE BORE A DAUGHTER, AND CALLED HER NAME ZILPAH, AFTER THE NAME OF THE VILLAGE IN WHICH HE HAD BEEN TAKEN CAPTIVE. 12 AND NEXT SHE BORE BILHAH, SAYING: MY DAUGHTER HASTENS AFTER WHAT IS NEW, FOR IMMEDIATELY THAT SHE WAS BORN SHE SEIZED THE BREAST AND HASTENED TO SUCK IT. 13 AND I WAS SWIFT ON MY FEET LIKE THE DEER, AND MY FATHER JACOB APPOINTED ME FOR ALL MESSAGES, AND AS A DEER, DID HE GIVE ME HIS BLESSING. 14 FOR AS THE POTTER KNOWS THE VESSEL, HOW MUCH IT IS TO CONTAIN, AND BRINGETH CLAY ACCORDINGLY, SO ALSO DOTH THE LORD MAKE THE BODY AFTER THE LIKENESS OF THE SPIRIT, AND ACCORDING TO THE CAPACITY OF THE BODY DOTH HE IMPLANT THE SPIRIT. 15 AND THE ONE DOES NOT FALL SHORT OF THE OTHER BY A THIRD PART OF A HAIR; FOR BY WEIGHT, AND MEASURE, AND RULE WAS ALL THE CREATION MADE. 16 AND AS THE POTTER KNOWS THE USE OF EACH VESSEL, WHAT IT IS MEET FOR, SO ALSO DOTH THE LORD KNOW THE BODY, HOW FAR IT WILL PERSIST IN GOODNESS, AND WHEN IT BEGINS IN EVIL. 17 FOR THERE IS NO [SEXUAL] INCLINATION OR [SEXUAL] THOUGHT WHICH THE LORD KNOWS NOT, FOR HE CREATED EVERY MAN AFTER HIS OWN IMAGE. 18 FOR AS A MAN'S STRENGTH, SO ALSO IN HIS WORK; AS HIS EYE, SO ALSO IN HIS SLEEP; AS HIS SOUL, SO ALSO IN HIS WORD EITHER IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD OR IN THE [SEXUAL] LAW OF BELIAR [DEVIL]. 19 AND AS THERE IS A DIVISION BETWEEN LIGHT AND DARKNESS, BETWEEN SEEING AND HEARING, SO ALSO IS THERE A DIVISION BETWEEN MAN AND MAN, AND BETWEEN WOMAN AND WOMAN; AND IT IS NOT TO BE SAID THAT THE ONE IS LIKE THE OTHER EITHER IN FACE OR IN MIND. 20 FOR GOD MADE ALL THINGS GOOD IN THEIR ORDER, THE FIVE SENSES IN THE HEAD, AND HE JOINED ON THE NECK TO THE HEAD, ADDING TO IT THE HAIR ALSO FOR COMELINESS AND GLORY, THEN THE HEART FOR UNDERSTANDING, THE BELLY FOR EXCREMENT, AND THE STOMACH FOR GRINDING, THE WINDPIPE FOR TAKING IN THE BREATH, THE LIVER FOR WRATH, THE GALL FOR BITTERNESS, THE SPLEEN FOR LAUGHTER, THE REINS FOR PRUDENCE, THE MUSCLES OF THE LOINS FOR POWER, THE LUNGS FOR DRAWING IN, THE LOINS FOR STRENGTH, AND SO FORTH. 21 SO THEN, MY CHILDREN, LET ALL YOUR WORKS BE DONE IN ORDER WITH GOOD [SEXLESS] INTENT IN THE FEAR OF GOD, AND DO NOTHING DISORDERLY IN SCORN OR OUT OF ITS DUE SEASON. 22 FOR IF THOU BID THE EYE TO HEAR, IT CANNOT; SO, NEITHER WHILE YE ARE IN DARKNESS CAN YE DO THE WORKS OF LIGHT. 23 BE YE, THEREFORE, NOT EAGER TO [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT YOUR DOINGS THROUGH COVETOUSNESS OR WITH VAIN [SEXUAL] WORDS TO BEGUILE YOUR SOULS; BECAUSE IF YE KEEP SILENCE IN PURITY OF HEART, YE SHALL UNDERSTAND HOW TO HOLD FAST THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO CAST AWAY THE WILL OF BELIAR. 24 SUN AND MOON AND STARS, CHANGE NOT THEIR ORDER; SO, DO YE ALSO CHANGE NOT THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD IN THE DISORDERLINESS OF YOUR [SEXUAL] DOINGS. 25 THE GENTILES WENT ASTRAY, AND FORSOOK THE LORD, AND CHARGED THEIR ORDER, AND OBEYED STOCKS AND STONES, SPIRITS OF DECEIT. 26 BUT YE SHALL NOT BE SO, MY CHILDREN, RECOGNIZING IN THE FIRMAMENT, IN THE EARTH, AND IN THE SEA, AND IN ALL CREATED THINGS, THE LORD WHO MADE ALL THINGS, THAT YE BECOME NOT AS SODOM, WHICH CHANGED THE ORDER OF [SEXUAL] NATURE. 27 IN LIKE MANNER THE WATCHERS ALSO CHANGED THE ORDER OF THEIR [SEXLESS] NATURE, WHOM THE LORD CURSED AT THE FLOOD, ON WHOSE ACCOUNT HE MADE THE EARTH WITHOUT INHABITANTS AND FRUITLESS. 28 THESE THINGS I SAY UNTO YOU, MY CHILDREN, FOR I HAVE READ IN THE WRITING OF ENOCH THAT YE YOURSELVES ALSO SHALL DEPART FROM THE LORD, WALKING ACCORDING TO ALL THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS OF THE GENTILES, AND YE SHALL DO ACCORDING TO ALL THE WICKEDNESS OF SODOM. 29 AND THE LORD SHALL BRING CAPTIVITY UPON YOU, AND THERE SHALL YE SERVE YOUR ENEMIES, AND YE SHALL BE BOWED DOWN WITH EVERY AFFLICTION AND TRIBULATION, UNTIL THE LORD HAVE CONSUMED YOU ALL. 30 AND AFTER YE HAVE BECOME DIMINISHED AND MADE FEW, YE RETURN AND ACKNOWLEDGE THE LORD YOUR GOD; AND HE SHALL BRING YOU BACK INTO YOUR LAND, ACCORDING TO HIS ABUNDANT MERCY. 31 AND IT SHALL BE, THAT AFTER THAT THEY COME INTO THE LAND OF THEIR FATHERS, THEY SHALL AGAIN FORGET THE LORD AND BECOME UNGODLY. 32 AND THE LORD SHALL SCATTER THEM UPON THE FACE OF ALL THE EARTH, UNTIL THE COMPASSION OF THE LORD SHALL COME, A MAN WORKING RIGHTEOUSNESS AND WORKING MERCY UNTO ALL THEM THAT ARE AFAR OFF, AND TO THEM THAT ARE NEAR.
CHAPTER 2
HE MAKES A PLEA FOR ORDERLY LIVING. NOTABLE FOR THEIR ETERNAL WISDOM ARE VERSES 27-40.
1 FOR IN THE FORTIETH YEAR OF MY LIFE, I SAW A VISION ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, ON THE EAST OF JERUSALEM, THAT THE SUN AND THE MOON WERE STANDING STILL. 2 AND BEHOLD ISAAC, THE FATHER OF MY FATHER, SAID TO US; RUN AND LAY HOLD OF THEM, EACH ONE ACCORDING TO HIS STRENGTH; AND TO HIM THAT SEIZES THEM WILL THE SUN AND MOON BELONG. 3 AND WE ALL OF US RAN TOGETHER, AND LEVI LAID HOLD OF THE SUN, AND JUDAH OUTSTRIPPED THE OTHERS AND SEIZED THE MOON, AND THEY WERE BOTH OF THEM LIFTED UP WITH THEM. 4 AND WHEN LEVI BECAME AS A SUN, LO, A CERTAIN YOUNG MAN GAVE TO HIM TWELVE BRANCHES OF PALM; AND JUDAH WAS BRIGHT AS THE MOON, AND UNDER THEIR FEET WERE TWELVE RAYS. 5 AND THE TWO, LEVI AND JUDAH, RAN, AND LAID HOLD OF THEM. 6 AND LO, A BULL UPON THE EARTH, WITH TWO GREAT HORNS, AND AN EAGLE'S WINGS UPON ITS BACK; AND WE WISHED TO SEIZE HIM, BUT COULD NOT. 7 BUT JOSEPH CAME, AND SEIZED HIM, AND ASCENDED UP WITH HIM ON HIGH. 8 AND I SAW, FOR I WAS THERE, AND BEHOLD A HOLY WRITING APPEARED TO US, SAYING: ASSYRIANS, MEDES, PERSIANS, CHALDEANS, SYRIANS, SHALL POSSESS IN CAPTIVITY THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. 9 AND AGAIN, AFTER SEVEN DAYS, I SAW OUR FATHER JACOB STANDING BY THE SEA OF JAMNIA, AND WE WERE WITH HIM. 10 AND BEHOLD, THERE CAME A SHIP SAILING BY, WITHOUT SAILORS OR PILOT; AND THERE WAS WRITTEN UPON THE SHIP, THE SHIP OF JACOB. 11 AND OUR FATHER SAID TO US: COME, LET US EMBARK ON OUR SHIP. 12 AND WHEN HE HAD GONE ON BOARD, THERE AROSE A VEHEMENT STORM, AND A MIGHTY TEMPEST OF WIND; AND OUR FATHER, WHO WAS HOLDING THE HELM, DEPARTED FROM US. 13 AND WE, BEING TOSSED WITH THE TEMPEST, WERE BORNE ALONG OVER THE SEA; AND THE SHIP WAS FILLED WITH WATER, AND WAS POUNDED BY MIGHTY WAVES, UNTIL IT WAS BROKEN UP. 14 AND JOSEPH FLED AWAY UPON A LITTLE BOAT, AND WE WERE ALL DIVIDED UPON NINE PLANKS, AND LEVI AND JUDAH WERE TOGETHER. 15 AND WE WERE ALL SCATTERED UNTO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH. 16 THEN LEVI, GIRT ABOUT WITH SACKCLOTH, PRAYED FOR US ALL UNTO THE LORD. 17 AND WHEN THE STORM CEASED, THE SHIP REACHED THE LAND AS IT WERE IN PEACE. 18 AND, LO, OUR FATHER CAME, AND WE ALL REJOICED WITH ONE ACCORD. 19 THESE TWO DREAMS I TOLD TO MY FATHER; AND HE SAID TO ME: THESE THINGS MUST BE FULFILLED IN THEIR SEASON, AFTER THAT ISRAEL HATH ENDURED MANY THINGS. 20 THEN MY FATHER SAITH UNTO ME: I BELIEVE GOD THAT JOSEPH LIVES, FOR I SEE ALWAYS THAT THE LORD NUMBERS HIM WITH YOU. 21 AND HE SAID, WEEPING: AH ME, MY SON JOSEPH, THOU LIVE, THOUGH I BEHOLD THEE NOT, AND THOU SEE NOT JACOB THAT BEGAT THEE. 22 HE CAUSED ME ALSO, THEREFORE, TO WEEP BY THESE WORDS, AND I BURNED IN MY HEART TO DECLARE THAT JOSEPH HAD BEEN SOLD, BUT I FEARED MY BRETHREN. 23 AND LO! MY CHILDREN, I HAVE SHOWN UNTO YOU THE LAST TIMES, HOW EVERYTHING SHALL COME TO PASS IN ISRAEL. 24 DO YE ALSO, THEREFORE, CHARGE YOUR CHILDREN THAT THEY BE UNITED TO LEVI AND TO JUDAH; FOR THROUGH THEM SHALL SALVATION ARISE UNTO ISRAEL, AND IN THEM SHALL JACOB BE BLESSED. 25 FOR THROUGH THEIR TRIBES SHALL GOD APPEAR DWELLING AMONG MEN ON EARTH, TO SAVE THE RACE OF ISRAEL, AND TO GATHER TOGETHER THE RIGHTEOUS FROM AMONGST THE GENTILES. 26 IF YE WORK THAT WHICH IS GOOD, MY CHILDREN, BOTH MEN AND ANGELS SHALL BLESS YOU; AND GOD SHALL BE GLORIFIED AMONG THE GENTILES THROUGH YOU, AND THE DEVIL SHALL FLEE FROM YOU, AND THE WILD BEASTS SHALL FEAR YOU, AND THE LORD SHALL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU, AND THE ANGELS SHALL CLEAVE TO YOU. 27 AS A MAN WHO HAS TRAINED A CHILD WELL IS KEPT IN KINDLY REMEMBRANCE; SO ALSO, FOR A GOOD WORK THERE IS A GOOD REMEMBRANCE BEFORE GOD. 28 BUT HIM THAT DOETH NOT THAT WHICH IS GOOD, BOTH ANGELS AND MEN SHALL CURSE, AND GOD SHALL BE DISHONORED AMONG THE GENTILES THROUGH HIM, AND THE DEVIL SHALL MAKE HIM AS HIS OWN PECULIAR INSTRUMENT, AND EVERY WILD BEAST SHALL MASTER HIM, AND THE LORD SHALL HATE HIM. 29 FOR THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW ARE TWOFOLD, AND THROUGH PRUDENCE MUST THEY BE FULFILLED. 30 FOR THERE IS A SEASON FOR A MAN TO EMBRACE HIS WIFE, AND A SEASON TO ABSTAIN THEREFROM FOR HIS PRAYER. 31 SO, THEN, THERE ARE TWO COMMANDMENTS; AND, UNLESS THEY BE DONE IN DUE ORDER, THEY BRING VERY GREAT [SEXUAL] SIN UPON MEN. 32 SO ALSO IS IT WITH THE OTHER COMMANDMENTS. 33 BE YE THEREFORE WISE IN GOD, MY CHILDREN, AND PRUDENT, UNDERSTANDING THE ORDER OF HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND THE [SEXLESS] LAWS OF EVERY WORD, THAT THE LORD MAY [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU, 34 AND WHEN HE HAD CHARGED THEM WITH MANY SUCH WORDS, HE EXHORTED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD REMOVE HIS BONES TO HEBRON, AND THAT THEY SHOULD BURY HIM WITH HIS FATHERS. 35 AND WHEN HE HAD EATEN AND DRUNKEN WITH A MERRY HEART, HE COVERED HIS FACE AND DIED. 36 AND HIS SONS DID ACCORDING TO ALL THAT NAPHTALI THEIR FATHER HAD COMMANDED THEM.
THE TESTAMENT OF GAD
THE NINTH SON OF JACOB AND ZILPAH.
CHAPTER 1
GAD, THE NINTH SON OF JACOB AND ZILPAH. SHEPHERD AND STRONG MAN BUT A MURDERER AT HEART. VERSE 25 IS A NOTABLE DEFINITION OF HATRED.
[bookmark: fr_19]1 THE COPY OF THE TESTAMENT OF GAD, WHAT THINGS HE SPOKE UNTO HIS SONS, IN THE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIFTH YEAR OF HIS LIFE, SAYING UNTO THEM: 2 HEARKEN, MY CHILDREN, I WAS THE NINTH SON BORN TO JACOB, AND I WAS VALIANT IN KEEPING THE FLOCKS. 3 ACCORDINGLY I GUARDED AT NIGHT THE FLOCK; AND WHENEVER THE LION CAME, OR THE WOLF, OR ANY WILD BEAST AGAINST THE FOLD, I PURSUED IT, AND OVERTAKING IT I SEIZED ITS FOOT WITH MY HAND AND HURLED IT ABOUT A STONE'S THROW, AND SO KILLED IT. 4 NOW JOSEPH MY BROTHER WAS FEEDING THE FLOCK WITH US FOR UPWARDS OF THIRTY DAYS, AND BEING YOUNG, HE FELL SICK BY REASON OF THE HEAT. 5 AND HE RETURNED TO HEBRON TO OUR FATHER, WHO MADE HIM LIE DOWN NEAR HIM, BECAUSE HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM GREATLY. 6 AND JOSEPH TOLD OUR FATHER THAT THE SONS OF ZILPAH AND BILHAH WERE SLAYING THE BEST OF THE FLOCK AND EATING THEM AGAINST THE JUDGEMENT OF REUBEN AND JUDAH. 7 FOR HE SAW THAT I HAD DELIVERED A LAMB OUT OF THE MOUTH OF A BEAR, AND PUT THE BEAR TO DEATH; BUT HAD SLAIN THE LAMB, BEING GRIEVED CONCERNING IT THAT IT COULD NOT LIVE, AND THAT WE HAD EATEN IT. 8 AND REGARDING THIS MATTER I WAS WROTH WITH JOSEPH UNTIL THE DAY THAT HE WAS SOLD. 9 AND THE SPIRIT OF HATRED WAS IN ME, AND I WISHED NOT EITHER TO HEAR OF JOSEPH WITH THE EARS, OR SEE HIM WITH THE EYES, BECAUSE HE REBUKED US TO OUR FACES SAYING THAT WE WERE EATING OF THE FLOCK WITHOUT JUDAH. 10 FOR WHATSOEVER THINGS HE TOLD OUR FATHER, HE BELIEVED HIM. 11 I CONFESS NOW MY GIN, MY CHILDREN, THAT OFTENTIMES I WISHED TO KILL HIM, BECAUSE I HATED HIM FROM MY HEART. 12 MOREOVER, I HATED HIM YET MORE FOR HIS DREAMS; AND I WISHED TO LICK HIM OUT OF THE LAND OF THE LIVING, EVEN AS AN OX LICKS UP THE GRASS OF THE FIELD. 13 AND JUDAH SOLD HIM SECRETLY TO THE ISHMAELITES. 14 THUS THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS DELIVERED HIM FROM OUR HANDS, THAT WE SHOULD NOT WORK GREAT [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS IN ISRAEL. 15 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, HEARKEN TO THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF TRUTH TO WORK RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ALL THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND GO NOT ASTRAY THROUGH THE SPIRIT OF HATRED, FOR IT IS EVIL IN ALL THE DOINGS OF MEN. 16 WHATSOEVER A MAN DOETH THE HATER ABOMINATES HIM: AND THOUGH A MAN WORKETH THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD, HE PRAISES HIM NOT; THOUGH A MAN FEARS THE LORD, AND TAKETH [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN THAT WHICH IS RIGHTEOUS, HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVETH HIM NOT. 17 HE DISPRAISES [CRITICIZES] THE TRUTH, HE ENVIES HIM THAT PROSPERS, HE WELCOMES EVIL-SPEAKING, HE [SEXUALLY] LOVETH [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE, FOR HATRED BLINDS HIS SOUL; AS I ALSO THEN LOOKED ON JOSEPH. 18 BEWARE, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN OF HATRED, FOR IT WORKETH [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS EVEN AGAINST THE LORD HIMSELF. 19 FOR IT WILL NOT HEAR THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF HIS COMMANDMENTS CONCERNING THE LOVING OF ONE'S--NEIGHBOR, AND IT [SEXUAL] SINS AGAINST GOD. 20 FOR IF A BROTHER STUMBLE, IT DELIGHTS IMMEDIATELY TO PROCLAIM IT TO ALL MEN, AND IS URGENT THAT HE SHOULD BE JUDGED FOR IT, AND BE PUNISHED AND BE PUT TO DEATH. 21 AND IF IT BE A SERVANT IT STIRS HIM UP AGAINST HIS MASTER, AND WITH EVERY AFFLICTION IT DEVISES AGAINST HIM, IF POSSIBLY HE CAN BE PUT TO DEATH. 22 FOR HATRED WORKETH WITH ENVY ALSO AGAINST THEM THAT PROSPER: SO LONG AS IT HEARETH OF OR SEES THEIR SUCCESS IT ALWAYS LANGUISHES. 23 FOR AS [SEXLESS] LOVE WOULD QUICKEN EVEN THE DEAD, AND WOULD CALL BACK THEM THAT ARE CONDEMNED TO DIE, SO HATRED WOULD SLAY THE LIVING, AND THOSE THAT HAD [SEXUALLY] SINNED VENIALLY IT WOULD NOT SUFFER TO LIVE. 24 FOR THE SPIRIT OF HATRED WORKETH TOGETHER WITH SATAN, THROUGH HASTINESS OF SPIRITS, IN ALL THINGS TO MEN'S DEATH; BUT THE SPIRIT OF [SEXLESS] LOVE WORKETH TOGETHER WITH THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD IN LONG-SUFFERING UNTO THE SALVATION OF MEN. 25 HATRED, THEREFORE, IS EVIL, FOR IT CONSTANTLY MATES WITH LYING, SPEAKING AGAINST THE TRUTH; AND IT MAKES SMALL THINGS TO BE GREAT, AND CAUSES THE LIGHT TO BE DARKNESS, AND CALLS THE SWEET BITTER, AND TEACHES SLANDER, AND KINDLES WRATH, AND STIRS UP WAR, AND VIOLENCE AND ALL COVETOUSNESS; IT FILLS THE HEART WITH EVILS AND DEVILISH POISON. 26 THESE THINGS, THEREFORE, I SAY TO YOU FROM EXPERIENCE, MY CHILDREN, THAT YE MAY DRIVE FORTH HATRED, WHICH IS OF THE DEVIL, AND CLEAVE TO THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF GOD. 27 RIGHTEOUSNESS CASTS OUT HATRED, HUMILITY DESTROYS ENVY. 28 FOR HE THAT IS JUST AND HUMBLE IS ASHAMED TO DO WHAT IS UNJUST, BEING REPROVED NOT OF ANOTHER, BUT OF HIS OWN HEART, BECAUSE THE LORD LOOKS ON HIS [SEXLESS] INCLINATION. 29 HE SPEAKS NOT AGAINST A HOLY MAN, BECAUSE THE FEAR OF GOD OVERCOMES HATRED. 30 FOR FEARING LEST HE SHOULD [SEXUALLY] OFFEND THE LORD, HE WILL NOT DO WRONG TO ANY MAN, EVEN IN [SEXUAL] THOUGHT. 31 THESE THINGS I LEARNT AT LAST, AFTER I HAD REPENTED CONCERNING JOSEPH. 32 FOR TRUE REPENTANCE AFTER A GODLY SORT DESTROYS IGNORANCE, AND DRIVES AWAY THE DARKNESS, AND ENLIGHTENS THE EYES, AND GIVETH KNOWLEDGE TO THE SOUL, AND LEADETH THE MIND TO SALVATION. 33 AND THOSE THINGS WHICH IT HATH NOT LEARNT FROM MAN, IT KNOWS THROUGH REPENTANCE. 34 FOR GOD BROUGHT UPON ME A DISEASE OF THE LIVER; AND HAD NOT THE PRAYERS OF JACOB MY FATHER SUCCORED ME, IT HAD HARDLY FAILED BUT MY SPIRIT HAD DEPARTED. 35 FOR BY WHAT THINGS A MAN TRANSGRESSES BY THE SAME ALSO IS HE PUNISHED. 36 SINCE, THEREFORE, MY LIVER WAS SET MERCILESSLY AGAINST JOSEPH, IN MY LIVER TOO I SUFFERED MERCILESSLY, AND WAS JUDGED FOR ELEVEN MONTHS, FOR SO LONG A TIME AS I HAD BEEN ANGRY AGAINST JOSEPH.
CHAPTER 2
GAD EXHORTS HIS LISTENERS AGAINST HATRED SHOWING HOW IT HAS BROUGHT HIM INTO SO MUCH TROUBLE. VERSES 8-11 ARE MEMORABLE.
1 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, I EXHORT YOU, [SEXLESS] LOVE YE EACH ONE HIS BROTHER, AND PUT AWAY HATRED FROM YOUR HEARTS, [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ONE ANOTHER IN DEED, AND IN WORD, AND IN THE [SEXLESS] INCLINATION OF THE SOUL. 2 FOR IN THE PRESENCE OF MY FATHER I SPOKE PEACEABLY TO JOSEPH; AND WHEN I HAD GONE OUT, THE SPIRIT OF HATRED DARKENED MY MIND, AND STIRRED UP MY SOUL TO SLAY HIM. 3 [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YE ONE ANOTHER FROM THE HEART; AND IF A MAN [SEXUAL] SIN AGAINST THEE, SPEAK PEACEABLY TO HIM, AND IN THY SOUL HOLD NOT GUILE; AND IF HE, REPENT AND CONFESS, FORGIVE HIM. 4 BUT IF HE, DENY IT, DO NOT GET INTO A [SEXUAL] PASSION WITH HIM, LEST CATCHING THE POISON FROM THEE HE, TAKE TO SWEARING AND SO THOU [SEXUAL] SIN DOUBLY. 5 LET NOT ANOTHER MAN HEAR THY SECRETS WHEN ENGAGED IN LEGAL STRIFE, LEST HE COME TO HATE THEE AND BECOME THY ENEMY, AND COMMIT A GREAT [SEXUAL] SIN AGAINST THEE; FOR OFTTIMES HE ADDRESSES THEE GUILEFULLY OR BUSIES HIMSELF ABOUT THEE WITH WICKED [SEXUAL] INTENT. 6 AND THOUGH HE, DENY IT AND YET HAVE A SENSE OF SHAME WHEN REPROVED, GIVE OVER REPROVING HIM. 7 FOR BE WHO DENIES MAY REPENT SO AS NOT AGAIN TO WRONG THEE; YEA, HE MAY ALSO HONOR THEE, AND FEAR AND BE AT PEACE WITH THEE. 8 AND IF HE BE SHAMELESS AND PERSIST IN HIS WRONG-DOING, EVEN SO FORGIVE HIM FROM THE HEART, AND LEAVE TO GOD THE AVENGING. 9 IF A MAN PROSPERS MORE THAN YOU, DO NOT BE VEXED, BUT PRAY ALSO FOR HIM, THAT HE MAY HAVE PERFECT PROSPERITY. 10 FOR SO IT IS EXPEDIENT FOR YOU. 11 AND IF HE BE FURTHER EXALTED, BE NOT ENVIOUS OF HIM, REMEMBERING THAT ALL FLESH SHALL DIE; AND OFFER PRAISE TO GOD, WHO GIVETH THINGS GOOD AND PROFITABLE TO ALL MEN. 12 SEEK OUT THE JUDGMENTS OF THE LORD, AND THY MIND WILL REST AND BE AT PEACE. 13 AND THOUGH A MAN BECOME RICH BY EVIL MEANS, EVEN AS ESAU, THE BROTHER OF MY FATHER, BE NOT JEALOUS; BUT WAIT FOR THE END OF THE LORD. 14 FOR IF HE TAKETH AWAY FROM A MAN WEALTH GOTTEN BY EVIL MEANS HE FORGIVES HIM IF HE REPENTS, BUT THE UNREPENTANT IS RESERVED FOR ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 15 FOR THE POOR MAN, IF FREE FROM ENVY HE PLEASES THE LORD IN ALL THINGS, IS BLESSED BEYOND ALL MEN, BECAUSE HE HATH NOT THE TRAVAIL OF VAIN MEN. 16 PUT AWAY, THEREFORE, JEALOUSY FROM YOUR SOULS, AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ONE ANOTHER WITH UPRIGHTNESS OF HEART. 17 DO YE ALSO THEREFORE TELL THESE THINGS TO YOUR CHILDREN, THAT THEY HONOR JUDAH AND LEVI, FOR FROM THEM SHALL THE LORD RAISE UP SALVATION TO ISRAEL. 18 FOR I KNOW THAT AT THE LAST YOUR CHILDREN SHALL DEPART FROM HIM, AND SHALL WALK IN O WICKEDNESS, AND AFFLICTION AND [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION BEFORE THE LORD. 19 AND WHEN HE HAD RESTED FOR A LITTLE WHILE, HE SAID AGAIN; MY CHILDREN, OBEY YOUR FATHER, AND BURY ME NEAR TO MY FATHERS. 20 AND HE DREW UP HIS FEET, AND FELL ASLEEP IN PEACE. 21 AND AFTER FIVE YEARS THEY CARRIED HIM UP TO HEBRON, AND LAID HIM WITH HIS FATHERS. 
THE TESTAMENT OF ASHER
THE TENTH SON OF JACOB AND ZILPAH.
CHAPTER 1
ASHER, THE TENTH SON OF JACOB AND ZILPAH. AN EXPLANATION OF DUAL PERSONALITY. THE FIRST JEKYLL AND HYDE STORY. FOR A STATEMENT OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF COMPENSATION THAT EMERSON WOULD HAVE ENJOYED, SEE VERSE 27.
1 THE COPY OF THE TESTAMENT TO ASHER, WHAT THINGS HE SPOKE TO HIS SONS IN THE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIFTH YEAR OF HIS LIFE. 2 FOR WHILE HE WAS STILL IN HEALTH, HE SAID TO THEM: HEARKEN, YE CHILDREN OF ASHER, TO YOUR FATHER, AND I WILL DECLARE TO YOU ALL THAT IS UPRIGHT IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD. 3 TWO WAYS HATH GOD GIVEN TO THE SONS OF MEN, AND TWO INCLINATIONS, AND TWO KINDS OF ACTION, AND TWO MODES OF ACTION, AND TWO ISSUES. 4 THEREFORE ALL THINGS ARE BY TWOS, ONE OVER AGAINST THE OTHER. 5 FOR THERE ARE TWO WAYS OF GOOD AND EVIL, AND WITH THESE ARE THE TWO INCLINATIONS IN OUR BREASTS DISCRIMINATING THEM. 6 THEREFORE IF THE SOUL TAKES [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN THE GOOD [SEXLESS] INCLINATION, ALL ITS [SEXLESS] ACTIONS ARE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND IF IT, [SEXUAL] SIN, IT STRAIGHTWAY REPENTS. 7 FOR, HAVING ITS [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS SET UPON RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND CASTING AWAY WICKEDNESS, IT STRAIGHTWAY OVERTHROWS THE EVIL, AND UPROOTS THE [SEXUAL] SIN. 8 BUT IF IT, INCLINE TO THE EVIL [SEXUAL] INCLINATION, ALL ITS [SEXUAL] ACTIONS ARE IN WICKEDNESS, AND IT DRIVES AWAY THE GOOD, AND CLEAVES TO THE EVIL, AND IS RULED BY BELIAR; EVEN THOUGH IT WORK WHAT IS GOOD, HE PERVERTS IT TO EVIL. 9 FOR WHENEVER IT BEGINS TO DO GOOD, HE FORCES THE ISSUE OF THE [SEXUAL] ACTION INTO EVIL FOR HIM, SEEING THAT THE TREASURE OF THE [SEXUAL] INCLINATION IS FILLED WITH AN EVIL SPIRIT. 10 A PERSON THEN MAY WITH [SEXLESS] WORDS HELP THE GOOD FOR THE SAKE OF THE EVIL, YET THE ISSUE OF THE [SEXUAL] ACTION LEADETH TO MISCHIEF. 11 THERE IS A MAN WHO SHOWS NO COMPASSION UPON HIM WHO SERVES HIS TURN IN EVIL; AND THIS THING BATH TWO ASPECTS, BUT THE WHOLE IS EVIL. 12 AND THERE IS A MAN THAT [SEXUALLY] LOVETH HIM THAT WORKETH EVIL, BECAUSE HE WOULD PREFER EVEN TO DIE IN EVIL FOR HIS SAKE; AND CONCERNING THIS IT IS CLEAR THAT IT, BATH TWO ASPECTS, BUT THE WHOLE IS AN EVIL WORK. 13 THOUGH INDEED HE HAVE [SEXUAL] LOVE, YET IS HE WICKED WHO CONCEALS WHAT IS EVIL FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOOD NAME, BUT THE END OF THE [SEXUAL] ACTION TENDS UNTO EVIL. 14 ANOTHER STEALS, DOETH UNJUSTLY, PLUNDERS, DEFRAUDS, AND WITHAL PITIES THE POOR: THIS TOO BATH A TWOFOLD ASPECT, BUT THE WHOLE IS EVIL. 15 HE WHO DEFRAUDS HIS NEIGHBOR [SEXUALLY] PROVOKES GOD, AND SWEARS FALSELY AGAINST THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND YET PITIES THE POOR: THE LORD WHO COMMANDED THE [SEXLESS] LAW HE SETS AT NAUGHT AND [SEXLESSLY] PROVOKES, AND YET HE REFRESHES THE POOR. 16 HE [SEXUALLY] DEFILES THE SOUL, AND MAKES [SEXUALLY] GAY THE BODY; HE KILLS MANY, AND PITIES A FEW: THIS, TOO, BATH A TWOFOLD ASPECT, BUT THE WHOLE IS EVIL. 17 ANOTHER COMMITS ADULTERY AND FORNICATION, AND [SEXUALLY] ABSTAINS FROM MEATS, AND WHEN HE FASTS, HE DOETH EVIL, AND BY THE POWER OF HIS WEALTH OVERWHELMS MANY; AND NOTWITHSTANDING HIS EXCESSIVE WICKEDNESS HE DOETH THE COMMANDMENTS: THIS, TOO, HATH A TWOFOLD ASPECT, BUT THE WHOLE IS EVIL. 18 SUCH MEN ARE HARES; CLEAN, LIKE THOSE THAT DIVIDE THE HOOF, BUT IN VERY DEED ARE UNCLEAN. 19 FOR GOD IN THE TABLES OF THE COMMANDMENTS HATH THUS DECLARED. 20 BUT DO NOT YE, MY CHILDREN, WEAR TWO FACES LIKE UNTO THEM, OF GOODNESS AND OF WICKEDNESS; BUT CLEAVE UNTO GOODNESS ONLY, FOR GOD HATH HIS HABITATION THEREIN, AND MEN [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE IT. 21 BUT FROM WICKEDNESS FLEE AWAY, DESTROYING THE EVIL [SEXUAL] INCLINATION BY YOUR GOOD WORKS; FOR THEY THAT ARE DOUBLE-FACED SERVE NOT GOD, BUT THEIR OWN [SEXUAL] LUSTS, SO THAT THEY MAY PLEASE BELIAR AND MEN LIKE UNTO THEMSELVES. 22 FOR GOOD MEN, EVEN THEY THAT ARE OF SINGLE FACE, THOUGH THEY BE [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT BY THEM THAT ARE DOUBLE-FACED TO [SEXUAL] SIN, ARE JUST BEFORE GOD. 23 FOR MANY IN KILLING THE WICKED DO TWO WORKS, OF GOOD AND EVIL; BUT THE WHOLE IS GOOD, BECAUSE HE HATH UPROOTED AND DESTROYED THAT WHICH IS EVIL. 24 ONE MAN HATES THE MERCIFUL AND UNJUST MAN, AND THE MAN WHO COMMITS ADULTERY AND FASTS: THIS, TOO, HATH A TWOFOLD ASPECT, BUT THE WHOLE WORK IS GOOD, BECAUSE HE FOLLOWS THE LORD'S EXAMPLE, IN THAT HE ACCEPTS NOT THE SEEMING GOOD AS THE GENUINE GOOD. 25 ANOTHER, [SEXUALLY] DESIRES NOT TO SEE GOOD DAY WITH THEM THAT NOT, LEST BE DEFILE HIS BODY AND [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE HIS SOUL; THIS, TOO, IS DOUBLE-FACED, BUT THE WHOLE IS GOOD. 26 FOR SUCH MEN ARE LIKE TO STAGS AND TO HINDS, BECAUSE IN THE MANNER OF WILD ANIMALS THEY SEEM TO BE UNCLEAN, BUT THEY ARE ALTOGETHER CLEAN; BECAUSE THEY WALK IN ZEAL FOR THE LORD AND ABSTAIN FROM WHAT GOD ALSO HATES AND FORBIDS BY HIS COMMANDMENTS, WARDING OFF THE EVIL FROM THE GOOD. 27 YE SEE, MY CHILDREN, HOW THAT THERE ARE TWO IN ALL THINGS, ONE AGAINST THE OTHER, AND THE ONE IS HIDDEN BY THE OTHER: IN WEALTH IS HIDDEN COVETOUSNESS, IN CONVIVIALITY DRUNKENNESS, IN LAUGHTER GRIEF, IN WEDLOCK PROFLIGACY. 28 DEATH SUCCEEDS TO LIFE, DISHONOR TO GLORY, NIGHT TO DAY, AND DARKNESS TO LIGHT; AND ALL THINGS ARE UNDER THE DAY, JUST THINGS UNDER LIFE, UNJUST THINGS UNDER DEATH; WHEREFORE ALSO ETERNAL LIFE AWAITS DEATH. 29 NOR MAY IT BE SAID THAT TRUTH IS A LIE, NOR RIGHT WRONG; FOR ALL TRUTH IS UNDER THE LIGHT, EVEN AS ALL THINGS ARE UNDER GOD. 30 ALL THESE THINGS, THEREFORE, I PROVED IN MY LIFE, AND I WANDERED NOT FROM THE TRUTH OF THE LORD, AND I SEARCHED OUT THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], WALKING ACCORDING TO ALL MY STRENGTH WITH SINGLENESS OF FACE UNTO THAT WHICH IS GOOD. 31 TAKE HEED, THEREFORE, YE ALSO, MY CHILDREN, TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, FOLLOWING THE TRUTH WITH SINGLENESS OF FACE. 32 FOR THEY THAT ARE DOUBLE-FACED ARE GUILTY OF A TWOFOLD [SEXUAL] SIN; FOR THEY BOTH DO THE EVIL THING AND THEY HAVE [SEXUAL] PLEASURE IN THEM THAT DO IT, FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF THE SPIRITS OF DECEIT, AND STRIVING AGAINST MANKIND. 33 DO YE, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, KEEP THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD, AND GIVE NOT HEED UNTO EVIL AS UNTO GOOD; BUT LOOK UNTO THE THING THAT IS REALLY GOOD, AND KEEP IT IN ALL COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, HAVING YOUR CONVERSATION THEREIN, AND RESTING THEREIN. 34 FOR THE LATTER ENDS OF MEN DO SHOW THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS OR UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, WHEN THEY MEET THE ANGELS OF THE LORD AND OF SATAN. 35 FOR WHEN THE SOUL DEPARTS TROUBLED, IT IS TORMENTED BY THE EVIL SPIRIT WHICH ALSO IT SERVED IN [SEXUAL] LUSTS AND EVIL WORKS. 36 BUT IF HE IS PEACEFUL WITH JOY, HE MEETS THE ANGEL OF PEACE, AND HE LEADETH HIM INTO ETERNAL LIFE. 37 BECOME NOT, MY CHILDREN, AS SODOM, WHICH [SEXUAL] SINNED AGAINST THE ANGELS OF THE LORD, AND PERISHED FOR EVER. 38 FOR I KNOW THAT YE SHALL [SEXUAL] SIN, AND BE DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF YOUR ENEMIES; AND YOUR LAND SHALL BE MADE DESOLATE, AND YOUR HOLY PLACES DESTROYED, AND YE SHALL BE SCATTERED UNTO THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH. 39 AND YE SHALL BE SET AT NAUGHT IN THE DISPERSION VANISHING AWAY AS WATER. 40 UNTIL THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SHALL VISIT THE EARTH, COMING HIMSELF AS MAN, WITH MEN EATING AND DRINKING, AND BREAKING THE HEAD OF THE DRAGON IN THE WATER. 41 HE SHALL SAVE ISRAEL AND ALL THE GENTILES, GOD SPEAKING IN THE PERSON OF MAN. 42 THEREFORE DO YE ALSO, MY CHILDREN, TELL THESE THINGS TO YOUR CHILDREN, THAT THEY DISOBEY HIM NOT. 43 FOR I HAVE KNOWN THAT YE SHALL ASSUREDLY BE DISOBEDIENT, AND ASSUREDLY ACT UNGODLY, NOT GIVING HEED TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD, BUT TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF MEN, BEING [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED THROUGH WICKEDNESS. 44 AND THEREFORE SHALL YE BE SCATTERED AS GAD AND DAN MY BRETHREN, AND YE SHALL KNOW NOT YOUR LANDS, TRIBE, AND TONGUE. 45 BUT THE LORD WILL GATHER YOU TOGETHER IN FAITH THROUGH HIS TENDER MERCY, AND FOR THE SAKE OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB. 46 AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE THINGS UNTO THEM, HE COMMANDED THEM, SAYING: BURY ME IN HEBRON. 47 AND HE FELL ASLEEP AND DIED AT A GOOD OLD AGE. 48 AND HIS SONS DID AS HE HAD COMMANDED THEM, AND THEY CARRIED HIM UP TO HEBRON, AND BURIED HIM WITH HIS FATHERS.
THE TESTAMENT OF JOSEPH
THE ELEVENTH SON OF JACOB AND RACHEL.
CHAPTER 1
JOSEPH, THE ELEVENTH SON OF JACOB AND RACHEL, THE BEAUTIFUL AND BELOVED. HIS STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EGYPTIAN TEMPTRESS.
1 THE COPY OF THE TESTAMENT OF JOSEPH. 2 WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO DIE, HE CALLED HIS SONS AND HIS BRETHREN TOGETHER, AND SAID TO THEM: 3 MY BRETHREN AND MY CHILDREN, HEARKEN TO JOSEPH THE BELOVED OF ISRAEL; GIVE EAR, MY SONS, UNTO YOUR FATHER. 4 I HAVE SEEN IN MY LIFE ENVY AND DEATH, YET I WENT NOT ASTRAY, BUT PERSEVERED IN THE TRUTH--OF THE LORD. 5 THESE MY BRETHREN HATED ME, BUT THE LORD [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ME: 6 THEY WISHED TO SLAY ME, BUT THE GOD OF MY FATHERS GUARDED ME: 7 THEY LET ME DOWN INTO A PIT, AND THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] BROUGHT ME UP AGAIN. 8 I WAS SOLD INTO SLAVERY, AND THE LORD OF ALL MADE ME FREE: 9 I WAS TAKEN INTO CAPTIVITY, AND HIS STRONG HAND SUCCORED ME. 10 I WAS BESET WITH HUNGER, AND THE LORD HIMSELF NOURISHED ME. 11 I WAS ALONE, AND GOD COMFORTED ME: 12 I WAS SICK, AND THE LORD VISITED ME. 13 I WAS IN PRISON, AND MY GOD SHOWED FAVOR UNTO ME; 14 IN BONDS, AND HE RELEASED ME; 15 SLANDERED, AND HE PLEADED MY CAUSE; 16 BITTERLY SPOKEN AGAINST BY THE EGYPTIANS, AND HE DELIVERED ME; 17 ENVIED BY MY FELLOW-SLAVES, AND HE EXALTED ME. 18 AND THIS CHIEF CAPTAIN OF PHARAOH ENTRUSTED TO ME HIS HOUSE. 19 AND I STRUGGLED AGAINST A SHAMELESS WOMAN, URGING ME TO TRANSGRESS WITH HER; BUT THE GOD OF ISRAEL MY FATHER [STEPHEN] DELIVERED ME FROM THE BURNING FLAME. 20 I WAS CAST INTO PRISON, I WAS BEATEN, I WAS MOCKED; BUT THE LORD GRANTED ME TO FIND MERCY, IN THE SIGHT OF THE KEEPER OF THE PRISON. 21 FOR THE LORD DOTH NOT FORSAKE THEM THAT FEAR HIM, NEITHER IN DARKNESS, NOR IN BONDS, NOR IN TRIBULATIONS, NOR IN NECESSITIES. 22 FOR GOD IS NOT PUT TO SHAME AS A MAN, NOR AS THE SON OF MAN, IS HE AFRAID, NOR AS ONE THAT IS EARTH-BORN IS HE WEAK OR AFFRIGHTED. 23 BUT IN ALL THOSE THINGS DOTH HE GIVE PROTECTION, AND IN DIVERS WAYS DOTH HE COMFORT, THOUGH FOR A LITTLE SPACE HE DEPARTS TO TRY THE [SEXLESS] INCLINATION OF THE SOUL. 24 IN TEN TEMPTATIONS HE SHOWED ME APPROVED, AND IN ALL OF THEM I ENDURED; FOR ENDURANCE IS A MIGHTY [SEXLESS] CHARM, AND PATIENCE GIVETH MANY GOOD THINGS. 25 HOW OFTEN DID THE EGYPTIAN WOMAN THREATEN ME WITH DEATH! 26 HOW OFTEN DID SHE GIVE ME OVER TO PUNISHMENT, AND THEN CALL ME BACK AND THREATEN ME, AND WHEN I WAS UNWILLING TO COMPANY WITH HER, SHE SAID TO ME: 27 THOU SHALT BE LORD OF ME, AND ALL THAT IS IN MY HOUSE, IF THOU WILT GIVE THYSELF UNTO ME, AND THOU SHALT BE AS OUR MASTER. 28 BUT I REMEMBERED THE WORDS OF MY FATHER, AND GOING INTO MY CHAMBER, I WEPT AND PRAYED UNTO THE LORD. 29 AND I FASTED IN THOSE SEVEN YEARS, AND I APPEARED TO THE EGYPTIANS AS ONE LIVING DELICATELY, FOR THEY THAT FAST FOR GOD'S SAKE RECEIVE BEAUTY OF FACE. 30 AND IF MY LORD WERE AWAY FROM HOME, I DRANK NO WINE; NOR FOR THREE DAYS DID I TAKE MY FOOD, BUT I GAVE IT TO THE POOR AND SICK. 31 AND I SOUGHT THE LORD EARLY, AND I WEPT FOR THE EGYPTIAN WOMAN OF MEMPHIS, FOR VERY UNCEASINGLY DID SHE TROUBLE ME, FOR ALSO AT NIGHT SHE CAME TO ME UNDER PRETENSE OF VISITING ME. 32 AND BECAUSE SHE HAD NO MALE CHILD, SHE PRETENDED TO REGARD ME AS A SON. 33 AND FOR A TIME SHE EMBRACED ME AS A SON, AND I KNEW IT NOT; BUT LATER, SHE SOUGHT TO DRAW ME INTO FORNICATION. 34 AND WHEN I PERCEIVED IT, I SORROWED UNTO DEATH; AND WHEN SHE HAD GONE OUT, I CAME TO MYSELF, AND LAMENTED FOR HER MANY DAYS, BECAUSE I RECOGNIZED HER GUILE AND HER DECEIT. 35 AND I DECLARED UNTO HER THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], IF HAPLY SHE WOULD TURN FROM HER EVIL [SEXUAL] LUST. 36 OFTEN, THEREFORE, DID SHE FLATTER ME WITH [SEXLESS] WORDS AS A HOLY MAN, AND GUILEFULLY IN HER TALK PRAISE MY CHASTITY BEFORE HER HUSBAND, WHILE DESIRING TO ENSNARE ME WHEN WE WERE ALONE. 37 FOR SHE LAUDED ME OPENLY AS CHASTE, AND IN SECRET SHE SAID UNTO ME: FEAR NOT MY HUSBAND; FOR HE IS PERSUADED CONCERNING THY CHASTITY: FOR EVEN SHOULD ONE TELL HIM CONCERNING US, HE WOULD NOT BELIEVE. 38 OWING TO ALL THESE THINGS I LAY UPON THE GROUND, AND BESOUGHT GOD THAT THE LORD WOULD DELIVER ME FROM HER DECEIT. 39 AND WHEN SHE HAD PREVAILED NOTHING THEREBY, SHE CAME AGAIN TO ME UNDER THE PLEA OF INSTRUCTION, THAT SHE MIGHT LEARN THE WORD OF GOD. 40 AND SHE SAID UNTO ME: IF THOU WILL THAT I SHOULD LEAVE MY IDOLS, LIE WITH ME, AND I WILL PERSUADE MY HUSBAND TO DEPART FROM HIS IDOLS, AND WE WILL WALK IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW BY THY LORD. 41 AND I SAID UNTO HER: THE LORD WILL NOT THAT THOSE WHO REVERENCE HIM SHOULD BE IN UNCLEANNESS, NOR DOTH HE TAKE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN THEM THAT COMMIT ADULTERY, BUT IN THOSE THAT APPROACH HIM WITH A PURE HEART AND UNDEFILED LIPS. 42 BUT SHE, HEED HER PEACE, LONGING TO ACCOMPLISH HER EVIL [SEXUAL] DESIRE. 43 AND I GAVE MYSELF YET MORE TO FASTING AND PRAYER, THAT THE LORD MIGHT DELIVER ME FROM HER. 44 AND AGAIN, AT ANOTHER TIME SHE SAID UNTO ME: IF THOU WILT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, I WILL KILL MY HUSBAND BY POISON; AND TAKE THEE TO BE MY HUSBAND. 45 I THEREFORE, WHEN I HEARD THIS, RENT MY GARMENTS, AND SAID UNTO HER: 46 WOMAN, REVERENCE GOD, AND DO NOT THIS EVIL [SEXUAL] DEED, LEST THOU BE DESTROYED; FOR KNOW INDEED THAT I WILL DECLARE THIS THY [SEXLESS] DEVICE UNTO ALL MEN. 47 SHE THEREFORE, BEING AFRAID, BESOUGHT THAT I WOULD NOT DECLARE THIS [SEXUAL] DEVICE. 48 AND SHE DEPARTED SOOTHING ME WITH GIFTS, AND SENDING TO ME EVERY DELIGHT OF THE SONS OF MEN. 49 AND AFTERWARDS SHE SENT ME FOOD MINGLED WITH ENCHANTMENTS. 50 AND WHEN THE EUNUCH WHO BROUGHT IT CAME, I LOOKED UP AND BEHELD A TERRIBLE MAN GIVING ME WITH THE DISH A SWORD, AND I PERCEIVED THAT HER SCHEME WAS TO BEGUILE ME. 51 AND WHEN HE HAD GONE OUT, I WEPT, NOR DID I TASTE THAT OR ANY OTHER OF HER FOOD. 52 SO THEN AFTER ONE DAY SHE CAME TO ME AND OBSERVED THE FOOD, AND SAID UNTO ME: WHY IS IT THAT THOU HAST NOT EATEN OF THE FOOD? 53 AND I SAID UNTO HER: IT IS BECAUSE THOU HAST FILLED IT WITH DEADLY ENCHANTMENTS; AND HOW SAID THOU: I COME NOT NEAR TO IDOLS BUT TO THE LORD ALONE. 54 NOW THEREFORE KNOW THAT THE GOD OF MY FATHER HATH REVEALED UNTO ME BY HIS ANGEL THY WICKEDNESS, AND I HAVE KEPT IT TO CONVICT THEE, IF HAPLY THOU MAYST SEE AND REPENT. 55 BUT THAT THOU MAYST LEARN THAT THE WICKEDNESS OF THE UNGODLY HATH NO POWER OVER THEM THAT WORSHIP GOD WITH CHASTITY BEHOLD I WILL TAKE OF IT AND EAT BEFORE THEE. 56 AND HAVING SO SAID, I PRAYED THUS: THE GOD OF MY FATHERS AND THE ANGEL OF ABRAHAM, BE WITH ME; AND ATE. 57, AND WHEN SHE SAW THIS SHE FELL UPON HER FACE AT MY FEET, WEEPING; AND I RAISED HER UP AND ADMONISHED HER. 58 AND SHE PROMISED TO DO THIS INIQUITY NO MORE. 59 BUT HER HEART WAS STILL SET UPON EVIL, AND SHE LOOKED AROUND HOW TO ENSNARE ME, AND SIGHING DEEPLY SHE BECAME DOWNCAST, THOUGH SHE WAS NOT SICK. 60 AND WHEN HER HUSBAND SAW HER, HE SAID UNTO HER: WHY IS THY COUNTENANCE FALLEN? 61 AND SHE SAID UNTO HIM: I HAVE A PAIN AT MY HEART, AND THE GROANINGS OF MY SPIRIT OPPRESS ME; AND SO, HE COMFORTED HER WHO WAS NOT SICK. 62 THEN, ACCORDINGLY SEIZING AN OPPORTUNITY, SHE RUSHED UNTO ME WHILE HER HUSBAND WAS YET WITHOUT, AND SAID UNTO ME: I WILL HANG MYSELF, OR CAST MYSELF OVER A CLIFF, IF THOU WILT NOT LIE WITH ME. 63 AND WHEN I SAW THE SPIRIT OF BELIAR WAS TROUBLING HER, I PRAYED UNTO THE LORD, AND SAID UNTO HER: 64 WHY, WRETCHED WOMAN, ART THOU TROUBLED AND DISTURBED, BLINDED THROUGH [SEXUAL] SINS? 65 REMEMBER THAT IF THOU KILL THYSELF, ASTEHO, THE CONCUBINE OF THY HUSBAND, THY RIVAL, WILL BEAT THY CHILDREN, AND THOU WILT DESTROY THY MEMORIAL FROM OFF THE EARTH. 66 AND SHE SAID UNTO ME: LO, THEN THOU [SEXUALLY] LOVE ME; LET THIS SUFFICE ME: ONLY STRIVE FOR MY LIFE AND MY CHILDREN, AND I EXPECT THAT I SHALL ENJOY MY [SEXLESS] DESIRE ALSO. 67 BUT SHE KNEW NOT THAT BECAUSE OF MY LORD I SPOKE THUS, AND NOT BECAUSE OF HER. 68 FOR IF A MAN HATH FALLEN BEFORE THE [SEXUAL] PASSION OF A WICKED [SEXUAL] DESIRE AND BECOME ENSLAVED BY IT, EVEN AS SHE, WHATEVER GOOD THING HE MAY HEAR WITH REGARD TO THAT [SEXUAL] PASSION, HE RECEIVES IT WITH A VIEW TO HIS WICKED [SEXUAL] DESIRE. 69 I DECLARE, THEREFORE, UNTO YOU, MY CHILDREN, THAT IT WAS ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR WHEN SHE DEPARTED FROM ME; AND I KNELT BEFORE THE LORD ALL DAY, AND ALL THE NIGHT; AND ABOUT DAWN I ROSE UP, WEEPING THE WHILE AND PRAYING FOR A RELEASE FROM HER. 70 AT LAST, THEN, SHE LAID HOLD OF MY GARMENTS, FORCIBLY DRAGGING ME TO HAVE CONNEXION WITH HER. 71 WHEN, THEREFORE, I SAW THAT IN HER MADNESS SHE WAS HOLDING FAST TO MY GARMENT, I LEFT IT BEHIND, AND FLED AWAY NAKED. 72 AND HOLDING FAST TO THE GARMENT SHE FALSELY ACCUSED ME, AND WHEN HER HUSBAND CAME, HE CAST ME INTO PRISON IN HIS HOUSE; AND ON THE MORROW HE SCOURGED ME AND SENT ME INTO PHARAOH'S PRISON. 73 AND WHEN I WAS IN BONDS, THE EGYPTIAN WOMAN WAS OPPRESSED WITH GRIEF, AND SHE CAME AND HEARD HOW I GAVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD AND SANG PRAISES IN THE ABODE OF DARKNESS, AND WITH GLAD VOICE REJOICED, GLORIFYING MY GOD THAT I WAS DELIVERED FROM THE [SEXUALLY] LUSTFUL [SEXUAL] DESIRE OF THE EGYPTIAN WOMAN. 74 AND OFTEN HATH SHE SENT UNTO ME SAYING: CONSENT TO FULFILL MY [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE, AND I WILL RELEASE THEE FROM THY BONDS, AND I WILL FREE THEE FROM THE DARKNESS. 75 AND NOT EVEN IN [SEXLESS] THOUGHT DID I INCLINE UNTO HER. 76 FOR GOD [SEXLESSLY] LOVETH HIM WHO IN A DEN OF WICKEDNESS COMBINES FASTING WITH CHASTITY, RATHER THAN THE MAN WHO IN KINGS' CHAMBERS COMBINES [SEXUAL] LUXURY WITH [SEXUAL] LICENSE. 77 AND IF A MAN, LIVE IN CHASTITY, AND [SEXLESSLY] DESIRES ALSO GLORY, AND THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] KNOWS THAT IT IS EXPEDIENT FOR HIM, HE BESTOWS THIS ALSO UPON ME. 78 HOW OFTEN, THOUGH SHE WERE SICK, DID SHE COME DOWN TO ME AT UNLOOKED FOR TIMES, AND LISTENED TO MY VOICE AS I PRAYED! 79 AND WHEN I HEARD HER GROANINGS I HELD MY PEACE. 80 FOR WHEN I WAS IN HER HOUSE, SHE WAS WONT TO BARE HER ARMS, AND BREASTS, AND LEGS, THAT I MIGHT LIE WITH HER; FOR SHE WAS VERY BEAUTIFUL, SPLENDIDLY ADORNED IN ORDER TO [SEXUALLY] BEGUILE ME. 81 AND THE LORD GUARDED ME FROM HER [SEXUAL] DEVICES.
CHAPTER 2
JOSEPH IS THE VICTIM OF MANY [SEXUAL] PLOTS BY THE WICKED INGENUITY OF THE MEMPHIAN WHORE [WITCH]. FOR AN INTERESTING PROPHETIC PARABLE, SEE VERSES 73-74.
1 YE SEE, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, HOW GREAT THINGS PATIENCE WORKETH, AND PRAYER WITH FASTING. 2 SO YE TOO, IF YE FOLLOW AFTER CHASTITY AND PURITY WITH PATIENCE AND PRAYER, WITH FASTING IN HUMILITY OF HEART, THE LORD WILL DWELL AMONG YOU BECAUSE HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVETH CHASTITY. 3 AND WHERESOEVER THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] DWELLETH, EVEN THOUGH ENVY, OR SLAVERY, OR SLANDER BEFALLS A MAN, THE LORD WHO DWELLETH IN HIM, FOR THE SAKE OF HIS CHASTITY NOT ONLY DELIVERS HIM FROM EVIL, BUT ALSO EXALTS HIM EVEN AS ME. 4 FOR IN EVERY WAY THE MAN IS LIFTED UP, WHETHER IN DEED, OR IN WORD, OR IN [SEXLESS] THOUGHT. 5 MY BRETHREN KNEW HOW MY FATHER [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ME, AND YET I DID NOT EXALT MYSELF IN MY MIND: ALTHOUGH I WAS A CHILD, I HAD THE FEAR OF GOD IN MY HEART; FOR I KNEW THAT ALL THINGS WOULD PASS AWAY. 6 AND I DID NOT RAISE MYSELF AGAINST THEM WITH EVIL [SEXUAL] INTENT, BUT I HONORED MY BRETHREN; AND OUT OF [SEXUAL] RESPECT FOR THEM, EVEN WHEN I WAS BEING SOLD, I REFRAINED FROM TELLING THE ISHMAELITES THAT I WAS A SON OF JACOB, A GREAT MAN AND A MIGHTY. 7 DO YE ALSO, MY CHILDREN, HAVE THE FEAR OF GOD IN ALL YOUR WORKS BEFORE YOUR EYES, AND HONOR YOUR BRETHREN. 8 FOR EVERY ONE WHO DOETH THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD SHALL BE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED BY HIM. 9 AND WHEN I CAME TO THE INDOCOLPITAE WITH THE ISHMAELITES, THEY ASKED ME, SAYING: 10 ART THOU A SLAVE? AND I SAID THAT I WAS A HOME-BORN SLAVE, THAT I MIGHT NOT PUT MY BRETHREN TO SHAME. 11 AND THE ELDEST OF THEM SAID UNTO ME: THOU ART NOT A SLAVE, FOR EVEN THY APPEARANCE DOTH MAKE IT MANIFEST. 12 BUT I SAID THAT I WAS THEIR SLAVE. 13 NOW WHEN WE CAME INTO EGYPT, THEY STROVE CONCERNING ME, WHICH OF THEM SHOULD BUY ME AND TAKE ME. 14 THEREFORE IT SEEMED GOOD TO ALL THAT I SHOULD REMAIN IN EGYPT WITH THE MERCHANT OF THEIR TRADE, UNTIL THEY SHOULD RETURN BRINGING MERCHANDISE. 15 AND THE LORD GAVE ME FAVOR IN THE EYES OF THE MERCHANT, AND HE ENTRUSTED UNTO ME HIS HOUSE. 16 AND GOD BLESSED HIM BY MY MEANS, AND INCREASED HIM IN GOLD AND SILVER AND IN HOUSEHOLD SERVANTS. 17 AND I WAS WITH HIM THREE MONTHS AND FIVE DAYS. 18 AND ABOUT THAT TIME THE MEMPHIAN WOMAN, THE WIFE OF PENTEPHRIS CAME DOWN IN A CHARIOT, WITH GREAT POMP, BECAUSE SHE HAD HEARD FROM HER EUNUCHS CONCERNING ME. 19 AND SHE TOLD HER HUSBAND THAT THE MERCHANT HAD BECOME RICH BY MEANS OF A YOUNG HEBREW, AND THEY SAY THAT HE HAD ASSUREDLY BEEN STOLEN OUT OF THE LAND OF CANAAN. 20 NOW, THEREFORE, RENDER JUSTICE UNTO HIM, AND TAKE AWAY THE YOUTH TO THY HOUSE; SO, SHALL THE GOD OF THE HEBREWS BLESS THEE, FOR GRACE FROM HEAVEN IS UPON HIM. 21 AND PENTEPHRIS WAS PERSUADED BY HER WORDS, AND COMMANDED THE MERCHANT TO BE BROUGHT, AND SAID UNTO HIM: 22 WHAT IS THIS THAT I HEAR CONCERNING THEE, THAT THOU, STEALS PERSONS OUT OF THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND SELLS THEM FOR SLAVES? 23 BUT THE MERCHANT FELL AT HIS FEET, AND BESOUGHT HIM, SAYING: I BESEECH THEE, MY LORD, I KNOW NOT WHAT THOU SAY. 24 AND PENTEPHRIS SAID UNTO HIM: WHENCE, THEN, IS THE HEBREW SLAVE? 25 AND HE SAID: THE ISHMAELITES ENTRUSTED HIM UNTO ME UNTIL THEY SHOULD RETURN. 26 BUT HE BELIEVED HIM NOT, BUT COMMANDED HIM TO BE STRIPPED AND BEATEN. 27 AND WHEN HE PERSISTED IN THIS STATEMENT, PENTEPHRIS SAID: LET THE YOUTH BE BROUGHT. 28 AND WHEN I WAS BROUGHT IN, I DID OBEISANCE TO PENTEPHRIS FOR HE WAS THIRD IN RANK OF THE OFFICERS OF PHARAOH. 29 AND HE TOOK ME APART FROM HIM, AND SAID UNTO ME: ART THOU A SLAVE OR FREE? 30 AND I SAID: A SLAVE. 31 AND HE SAID: WHOSE? 32 AND I SAID: THE ISHMAELITES'. 33 AND HE SAID: HOW DIDST THOU BECOME THEIR SLAVE? 34 AND I SAID: THEY BOUGHT ME OUT OF THE LAND OF CANAAN. 35 AND HE SAID UNTO ME: TRULY THOU LIE; AND STRAIGHTWAY HE COMMANDED ME TO BE STRIPPED AND BEATEN. 36 NOW, THE MEMPHIAN WOMAN WAS LOOKING THROUGH A WINDOW AT ME WHILE I WAS BEING BEATEN, FOR HER HOUSE WAS NEAR, AND SHE SENT UNTO HIM SAYING: 37 THY JUDGEMENT IS UNJUST; FOR THOU DOST PUNISH A FREE MAN WHO HATH BEEN STOLEN, AS THOUGH HE WERE A TRANSGRESSOR. 38 AND WHEN I MADE NO CHANGE IN MY STATEMENT, THOUGH I WAS BEATEN, HE ORDERED ME TO BE IMPRISONED, UNTIL, HE SAID, THE OWNERS OF THE BOY SHOULD COME. 39 AND THE WOMAN SAID UNTO HER HUSBAND: WHEREFORE DOST THOU DETAIN THE CAPTIVE AND WELLBORN LAD IN BONDS, WHO OUGHT RATHER TO BE SET AT LIBERTY, AND BE WAITED UPON? 40 FOR SHE WISHED TO SEE ME OUT OF A DESIRE OF [SEXUAL] SIN, BUT I WAS IGNORANT CONCERNING ALL THESE THINGS. 41 AND HE SAID TO HER: IT IS NOT THE CUSTOM OF THE EGYPTIANS TO TAKE THAT WHICH BELONGS TO OTHERS BEFORE PROOF IS GIVEN. 42 THIS, THEREFORE, HE SAID CONCERNING THE MERCHANT; BUT AS FOR THE LAD, HE MUST BE IMPRISONED. 43 NOW AFTER FOUR AND TWENTY DAYS CAME THE ISHMAELITES; FOR THEY HAD HEARD THAT JACOB MY FATHER WAS MOURNING MUCH CONCERNING ME. 44 AND THEY CAME AND SAID UNTO ME: HOW IS IT THAT THOU SAID THAT THOU, WAS A SLAVE? AND LO, WE HAVE LEARNT THAT THOU ART THE SON OF A MIGHTY MAN IN THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND THY FATHER STILL MOURNS FOR THEE IN SACKCLOTH AND ASHES. 45 WHEN I HEARD THIS MY BOWELS WERE DISSOLVED AND MY HEART MELTED, AND I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED GREATLY TO WEEP, BUT I RESTRAINED MYSELF THAT I SHOULD NOT PUT MY BRETHREN TO SHAME. 46 AND I SAID UNTO THEM, I KNOW NOT, I AM A SLAVE. 47 THEN, THEREFORE, THEY TOOK [SEXLESS] COUNSEL TO SELL ME, THAT I SHOULD NOT BE FOUND IN THEIR HANDS. 48 FOR THEY FEARED MY FATHER, LEST HE SHOULD COME AND EXECUTE UPON THEM A GRIEVOUS VENGEANCE. 49 FOR THEY HAD HEARD THAT HE WAS MIGHTY WITH GOD AND WITH MEN. 50 THEN SAID THE MERCHANT UNTO THEM: RELEASE ME FROM THE JUDGEMENT OF PENTIPHRI. 51 AND THEY CAME AND REQUESTED ME, SAYING: SAY THAT THOU, WAS BOUGHT BY US WITH MONEY, AND HE WILL SET US FREE. 52 NOW THE MEMPHIAN WOMAN SAID TO HER HUSBAND: BUY THE YOUTH; FOR I HEAR, SAID SHE, THAT THEY ARE SELLING HIM. 53 AND STRAIGHTWAY SHE SENT A EUNUCH TO THE ISHMAELITES, AND ASKED THEM TO SELL ME. 54 BUT SINCE THE EUNUCH WOULD NOT AGREE TO BUY ME AT THEIR PRICE HE RETURNED, HAVING MADE TRIAL OF THEM, AND HE MADE KNOWN TO HIS MISTRESS THAT THEY ASKED A LARGE PRICE FOR THEIR SLAVE. 55 AND SHE SENT ANOTHER EUNUCH, SAYING: EVEN THOUGH THEY DEMAND TWO MINAS, GIVE THEM, DO NOT SPARE THE GOLD; ONLY BUY THE BOY, AND BRING HIM TO ME. 56 THE EUNUCH THEREFORE WENT AND GAVE THEM EIGHTY PIECES OF GOLD, AND HE RECEIVED ME; BUT TO THE EGYPTIAN WOMAN HE SAID I HAVE GIVEN A HUNDRED. 57 AND THOUGH I KNEW THIS I HELD MY PEACE, LEST THE EUNUCH SHOULD BE PUT TO SHAME. 58 YE SEE, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, WHAT GREAT THINGS I ENDURED THAT I SHOULD NOT PUT MY BRETHREN TO SHAME. 59 DO YE ALSO, THEREFORE, [SEXLESS] LOVE ONE ANOTHER, AND WITH LONG-SUFFERING HIDE YE ONE ANOTHER'S FAULTS. 60 FOR GOD DELIGHTS IN THE UNITY OF BRETHREN, AND IN THE [SEXLESS] PURPOSE OF A HEART THAT TAKES [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN [SEXLESS] LOVE. 61 AND WHEN MY BRETHREN CAME INTO EGYPT, THEY LEARNT THAT I HAD RETURNED THEIR MONEY UNTO THEM, AND UPBRAIDED THEM NOT, AND COMFORTED THEM. 62 AND AFTER THE DEATH OF JACOB MY FATHER, I [SEXLESSLY] LOVED THEM MORE ABUNDANTLY, AND ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER HE COMMANDED I DID VERY ABUNDANTLY FOR THEM. 63 AND I SUFFERED THEM NOT TO BE AFFLICTED IN THE SMALLEST MATTER; AND ALL THAT WAS IN MY HAND I GAVE UNTO THEM. 64 AND THEIR CHILDREN WERE MY CHILDREN, AND MY CHILDREN AS THEIR SERVANTS; AND THEIR LIFE WAS MY LIFE, AND ALL THEIR SUFFERING WAS MY SUFFERING, AND ALL THEIR SICKNESS WAS MY INFIRMITY. 65 MY LAND WAS THEIR LAND, AND THEIR [SEXUAL] COUNSEL MY [SEXUAL] COUNSEL. 66 AND I EXALTED NOT MYSELF AMONG THEM IN [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE BECAUSE OF MY WORLDLY GLORY, BUT I WAS AMONG THEM AS ONE OF THE LEAST. 67 IF YE ALSO, THEREFORE, WALK IN THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, MY CHILDREN, HE WILL EXALT YOU THERE, AND WILL BLESS YOU WITH GOOD THINGS FOR EVER AND EVER. 68 AND IF ANY ONE SEEKS TO DO EVIL UNTO YOU, DO WELL UNTO HIM, AND PRAY FOR HIM, AND YE SHALL BE REDEEMED OF THE LORD FROM ALL EVIL. 69 FOR, BEHOLD, YE SEE THAT OUT OF MY HUMILITY AND LONGSUFFERING I TOOK UNTO WIFE THE DAUGHTER OF THE PRIEST OF HELIOPOLIS. 70 AND A HUNDRED TALENTS OF GOLD WERE GIVEN ME WITH HER, AND THE LORD MADE THEM TO SERVE ME. 71 AND HE GAVE ME ALSO BEAUTY AS A FLOWER BEYOND THE BEAUTIFUL ONES OF ISRAEL; AND HE PRESERVED ME UNTO OLD AGE IN STRENGTH AND IN BEAUTY, BECAUSE I WAS LIKE IN ALL THINGS TO JACOB. 72 AND HEAR YE, MY CHILDREN, ALSO THE VISION WHICH I SAW. 73 THERE WERE TWELVE HARTS FEEDING: AND THE NINE WERE FIRST DISPERSED OVER ALL THE EARTH, AND LIKEWISE ALSO THE THREE. 74 AND I SAW THAT FROM JUDAH WAS BORN A VIRGIN WEARING A LINEN GARMENT, AND FROM HER, WAS BORN A LAMB, WITHOUT SPOT; AND ON HIS LEFT HAND THERE WAS AS IT WERE A LION; AND ALL THE BEASTS RUSHED AGAINST HIM, AND THE LAMB OVERCAME THEM, AND DESTROYED THEM AND TROD THEM UNDER FOOT. 75 AND BECAUSE OF HIM THE ANGELS AND MEN REJOICED, AND ALL THE LAND. 76 AND THESE THINGS SHALL COME TO PASS IN THEIR SEASON, IN THE LAST DAYS. 77 DO YE THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, OBSERVE THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, AND HONOR LEVI AND JUDAH; FOR FROM THEM SHALL ARISE UNTO YOU THE LAMB OF GOD, WHO TAKETH AWAY THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF THE WORLD, ONE WHO SAVES ALL THE GENTILES AND ISRAEL. 78 FOR HIS KINGDOM IS AN EVERLASTING KINGDOM, WHICH SHALL NOT PASS AWAY; BUT MY KINGDOM AMONG YOU SHALL COME TO AN END AS A WATCHER'S HAMMOCK, WHICH AFTER THE SUMMER DISAPPEARS. 79 FOR I KNOW THAT AFTER MY DEATH THE EGYPTIANS WILL AFFLICT YOU, BUT GOD WILL AVENGE YOU, AND WILL BRING YOU INTO THAT WHICH HE PROMISED TO YOUR FATHERS. 80 BUT YE SHALL CARRY UP MY BONES WITH YOU; FOR WHEN MY BONES ARE BEING TAKEN UP THITHER, THE LORD SHALL BE WITH YOU IN LIGHT, AND BELIAR SHALL BE IN DARKNESS WITH THE EGYPTIANS. 81 AND CARRY YE UP ASENATH YOUR MOTHER TO THE HIPPODROME, AND NEAR RACHEL YOUR MOTHER, BURY HER. 82 AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE THINGS, HE STRETCHED OUT HIS FEET, AND DIED AT A GOOD OLD AGE. 83 AND ALL ISRAEL MOURNED FOR HIM, AND ALL EGYPT, WITH A GREAT MOURNING. 84 AND WHEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WENT OUT OF EGYPT, THEY TOOK WITH THEM THE BONES OF JOSEPH, AND THEY BURIED HIM IN HEBRON WITH HIS FATHERS, AND THE YEARS OF HIS LIFE WERE ONE HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS.
THE TESTAMENT OF BENJAMIN
THE TWELFTH SON OF JACOB AND RACHEL.
CHAPTER 1
BENJAMIN, THE TWELFTH SON OF JACOB AND RACHEL, THE BABY OF THE FAMILY, TURNS PHILOSOPHER AND PHILANTHROPIST.
1 THE COPY OF THE WORDS OF BENJAMIN, WHICH HE COMMANDED HIS SONS TO OBSERVE, AFTER HE HAD LIVED A HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIVE YEARS. 2 AND HE KISSED THEM, AND SAID: AS ISAAC WAS BORN TO ABRAHAM IN HIS OLD AGE, SO ALSO WAS I TO JACOB. 3 AND SINCE RACHEL MY MOTHER DIED IN GIVING ME BIRTH, I HAD NO MILK; THEREFORE, I WAS SUCKLED BY BILHAH HER HANDMAID. 4 FOR RACHEL REMAINED BARREN FOR TWELVE YEARS AFTER SHE HAD BORNE JOSEPH; AND SHE PRAYED THE LORD WITH FASTING TWELVE DAYS, AND SHE CONCEIVED AND BARE ME. 5 FOR MY FATHER [SEXLESSLY] LOVED RACHEL DEARLY, AND PRAYED THAT HE MIGHT SEE TWO SONS BORN FROM HER. 6 THEREFORE WAS I CALLED BENJAMIN, THAT IS, A SON OF DAYS. 7 AND WHEN I WENT INTO EGYPT, TO JOSEPH, AND MY BROTHER RECOGNIZED ME, HE SAID UNTO ME: WHAT DID THEY TELL MY FATHER WHEN THEY SOLD ME? 8 AND I SAID UNTO HIM, THEY DABBLED THY COAT WITH BLOOD AND SENT IT, AND SAID: KNOW WHETHER THIS BE THY SON'S COAT. 9 AND HE SAID UNTO ME: EVEN SO, BROTHER, WHEN THEY HAD STRIPPED ME OF MY COAT, THEY GAVE ME TO THE ISHMAELITES, AND THEY GAVE ME A LOIN CLOTH, AND SCOURGED ME, AND BADE ME RUN. 10 AND AS FOR ONE OF THEM THAT HAD BEATEN ME WITH A ROD, A LION MET HIM AND SLEW HIM. 11 AND SO HIS ASSOCIATES WERE AFFRIGHTED. 12 DO YE ALSO, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE LORD GOD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF THE GOOD AND HOLY MAN JOSEPH. 13 AND LET YOUR MIND BE UNTO GOOD, EVEN AS YE KNOW ME; FOR HE THAT BATH HIS MIND RIGHT SEES ALL THINGS RIGHTLY. 14 FEAR YE THE LORD, AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR; AND EVEN THOUGH THE SPIRITS OF BELIAR CLAIM YOU TO AFFLICT YOU WITH EVERY EVIL, YET SHALL THEY NOT HAVE DOMINION OVER YOU, EVEN AS THEY HAD NOT OVER JOSEPH MY BROTHER. 15 HOW MANY MEN WISHED TO SLAY HIM, AND GOD SHIELDED HIM! 16 FOR HE THAT FEARS GOD AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVETH HIS NEIGHBOR CANNOT BE SMITTEN BY THE SPIRIT OF BELIAR, BEING SHIELDED BY THE FEAR OF GOD. 17 NOR CAN HE BE RULED OVER BY THE [SEXUAL] DEVICE OF MEN OR BEASTS, FOR HE IS HELPED BY THE LORD THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] LOVE WHICH HE HATH TOWARDS HIS NEIGHBOR. 18 FOR JOSEPH ALSO BESOUGHT OUR FATHER THAT HE WOULD PRAY FOR HIS BRETHREN, THAT THE LORD WOULD NOT IMPUTE TO THEM AS [SEXUAL] SIN WHATEVER EVIL THEY HAD DONE UNTO HIM. 19 AND THUS JACOB CRIED OUT: MY GOOD CHILD, THOU HAST PREVAILED OVER THE BOWELS OF THY FATHER JACOB. 20 AND HE EMBRACED HIM, AND KISSED HIM FOR TWO HOURS, SAYING: 21 IN THEE SHALL BE FULFILLED THE PROPHECY OF HEAVEN CONCERNING THE LAMB OF GOD, AND SAVIOR OF THE WORLD, AND THAT A BLAMELESS ONE SHALL BE DELIVERED UP FOR [SEXUAL] LAWLESS MEN, AND A [SEXLESS] SINLESS ONE SHALL DIE FOR UNGODLY MEN IN THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT, FOR THE SALVATION OF THE GENTILES AND OF ISRAEL, AND SHALL DESTROY BELIAR AND HIS SERVANTS. 22 SEE YE, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, THE END OF THE GOOD MAN? 23 BE FOLLOWERS OF HIS COMPASSION, THEREFORE, WITH A GOOD MIND, THAT YE ALSO MAY WEAR CROWNS OF GLORY. 24 FOR THE GOOD MAN HATH NOT A DARK EYE; FOR HE SHOWS MERCY TO ALL MEN, EVEN THOUGH THEY BE [SEXUAL] SINNERS. 25 AND THOUGH THEY DEVISE WITH EVIL [SEXUAL] INTENT. CONCERNING HIM, BY DOING GOOD HE OVERCOMES EVIL, BEING SHIELDED BY GOD; AND HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVETH THE RIGHTEOUS AS HIS OWN SOUL. 26 IF ANY ONE IS GLORIFIED, HE ENVIES HIM NOT; IF ANY ONE IS ENRICHED, HE IS NOT JEALOUS; IF ANY ONE IS VALIANT, HE PRAISES HIM; THE VIRTUOUS MAN HE LAUDS; ON THE POOR MAN HE HATH MERCY; ON THE WEAK HE HATH COMPASSION; UNTO GOD HE SINGS PRAISES. 27 AND HIM THAT HATH THE GRACE OF A GOOD SPIRIT HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVETH AS HIS OWN SOUL. 28 IF THEREFORE, YE ALSO HAVE A GOOD MIND, THEN WILL BOTH WICKED MEN BE AT PEACE WITH YOU, AND THE PROFLIGATE WILL REVERENCE YOU AND TURN UNTO GOOD; AND THE COVETOUS WILL NOT ONLY CEASE FROM THEIR INORDINATE [SEXUAL] DESIRE, BUT EVEN GIVE THE OBJECTS OF THEIR COVETOUSNESS TO THEM THAT ARE AFFLICTED. 29 IF YE DO WELL, EVEN THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS WILL FLEE FROM YOU; AND THE BEASTS WILL DREAD YOU. 30 FOR WHERE THERE IS REVERENCE FOR GOOD WORKS AND LIGHT IN THE MIND, EVEN DARKNESS FLEES AWAY FROM HIM. 31 FOR IF ANY ONE DOES VIOLENCE TO A HOLY MAN, HE REPENTS; FOR THE HOLY MAN IS MERCIFUL TO HIS REVILER, AND HOLDS HIS PEACE. 32 AND IF ANY ONE BETRAYS A RIGHTEOUS MAN, THE RIGHTEOUS MAN PRAYS: THOUGH FOR A LITTLE HE BE HUMBLED, YET NOT LONG AFTER HE APPEARS FAR MORE GLORIOUS, AS WAS JOSEPH MY BROTHER. 33 THE [SEXLESS] INCLINATION OF THE GOOD MAN IS NOT IN THE POWER OF THE DECEIT OF THE SPIRIT OF BELIAR, FOR THE ANGEL OF PEACE GUIDES HIS SOUL. 34 AND HE GAZES NOT [SEXLESS] PASSIONATELY UPON [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIBLE THINGS, NOR GATHERS TOGETHER RICHES THROUGH A [SEXUAL] DESIRE OF [SEXUAL] PLEASURE. 35 HE DELIGHTS NOT IN [SEXUAL] PLEASURE, HE GRIEVES NOT HIS NEIGHBOR, HE SATES NOT HIMSELF WITH [SEXUAL] LUXURIES, HE ERRS NOT IN THE UPLIFTING OF THE EYES, FOR THE LORD IS HIS PORTION. 36 THE GOOD [SEXLESS] INCLINATION RECEIVES NOT GLORY NOR DISHONOR FROM MEN, AND IT KNOWS NOT ANY GUILE, OR LIE, OR FIGHTING OR REVILING; FOR THE LORD DWELLETH IN HIM AND LIGHTS UP HIS SOUL, AND HE REJOICES TOWARDS ALL MEN ALWAYS. 37 THE GOOD MIND HATH NOT TWO TONGUES, OF BLESSING AND OF CURSING, OF CONTUMELY AND OF HONOR, OF SORROW AND OF JOY, OF QUIETNESS AND OF CONFUSION, OF HYPOCRISY AND OF TRUTH, OF POVERTY AND OF WEALTH; BUT IT HATH ONE DISPOSITION, [SEXLESSLY] UNCORRUPT AND PURE, CONCERNING ALL MEN. 38 IT HATH NO DOUBLE SIGHT, NOR DOUBLE HEARING; FOR IN EVERYTHING WHICH HE DOETH, OR SPEAKS, OR SEES, HE KNOWS THAT THE LORD LOOKS ON HIS SOUL. 39 AND HE CLEANSES HIS MIND THAT HE MAY NOT BE CONDEMNED BY MEN AS WELL AS BY GOD. 40 AND IN LIKE MANNER THE WORKS OF BELIAR ARE TWOFOLD, AND THERE IS NO SINGLENESS IN THEM. 41 THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, I TELL YOU, FLEE THE MALICE OF BELIAR; FOR HE GIVETH A SWORD TO THEM THAT OBEY HIM. 42 AND THE SWORD IS THE MOTHER OF SEVEN EVILS. FIRST THE MIND CONCEIVES THROUGH BELIAR, AND FIRST THERE IS BLOODSHED; SECONDLY [SEXUAL] RUIN; THIRDLY, TRIBULATION; FOURTHLY, EXILE; FIFTHLY, DEARTH; SIXTHLY, PANIC; SEVENTHLY, DESTRUCTION. 43 'THEREFORE WAS CAIN ALSO DELIVERED OVER TO SEVEN VENGEANCES BY GOD, FOR IN EVERY HUNDRED YEARS THE LORD BROUGHT ONE PLAGUE UPON HIM. 44 AND WHEN HE WAS TWO HUNDRED YEARS OLD, HE BEGAN TO SUFFER, AND IN THE NINE-HUNDREDTH YEAR HE WAS DESTROYED. 45 FOR ON ACCOUNT OF ABEL, HIS BROTHER, WITH ALL THE EVILS, WAS HE JUDGED, BUT LAMECH WITH SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN. 46 BECAUSE FOR EVER THOSE, WHO ARE LIKE CAIN IN ENVY AND HATRED OF BRETHREN, SHALL BE PUNISHED WITH THE SAME JUDGMENT.
CHAPTER 2
VERSE 3 CONTAINS A STRIKING EXAMPLE OF THE HOMELINESS--YET VIVIDNESS OF THE FIGURES OF SPEECH OF THESE ANCIENT PATRIARCHS.
1 AND DO YE, MY CHILDREN, FLEE EVIL-DOING, ENVY, AND HATRED OF BRETHREN, AND CLEAVE TO GOODNESS AND [SEXLESS] LOVE. 2 HE THAT HATH A PURE MIND IN [SEXLESS] LOVE, LOOKS NOT AFTER A WOMAN WITH A VIEW TO FORNICATION; FOR HE HATH NO DEFILEMENT IN HIS HEART, BECAUSE THE SPIRIT OF GOD RESTS UPON HIM. 3 FOR AS THE SUN IS NOT DEFILED BY SHINING ON DUNG AND MIRE, BUT RATHER DRIES UP BOTH AND DRIVES AWAY THE EVIL SMELL; SO ALSO, THE PURE MIND, THOUGH ENCOMPASSED BY THE DEFILEMENTS OF EARTH, RATHER CLEANSES THEM AND IS NOT ITSELF DEFILED. 4 AND I BELIEVE THAT THERE WILL BE ALSO EVIL-DOINGS AMONG YOU, FROM THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF ENOCH THE RIGHTEOUS: THAT YE SHALL COMMIT FORNICATION WITH THE FORNICATION OF SODOM, AND SHALL PERISH, ALL SAVE A FEW, AND SHALL RENEW WANTON [SEXUAL] DEEDS WITH WOMEN; AND THE KINGDOM OF THE LORD SHALL NOT BE AMONG YOU, FOR STRAIGHTWAY HE SHALL TAKE IT AWAY. 5 NEVERTHELESS THE TEMPLE OF GOD SHALL BE IN YOUR PORTION, AND THE LAST TEMPLE SHALL BE MORE GLORIOUS THAN THE FIRST. 6 AND THE TWELVE TRIBES SHALL BE GATHERED TOGETHER THERE, AND ALL THE GENTILES, UNTIL THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SHALL SEND FORTH HIS SALVATION IN THE VISITATION OF AN ONLY-BEGOTTEN PROPHET. 7 AND HE SHALL ENTER INTO THE FIRST TEMPLE, AND THERE SHALL THE LORD BE TREATED WITH OUTRAGE, AND HE SHALL BE LIFTED UP UPON A TREE. 8 AND THE VEIL OF THE TEMPLE SHALL BE RENT, AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD SHALL PASS ON TO THE GENTILES AS FIRE POURED FORTH. 9 AND HE SHALL ASCEND FROM HADES AND SHALL PASS FROM EARTH INTO HEAVEN. 10 AND I KNOW HOW LOWLY HE SHALL BE UPON EARTH, AND HOW GLORIOUS IN HEAVEN. 11 NOW WHEN JOSEPH WAS IN EGYPT, I LONGED TO SEE HIS FIGURE AND THE FORM OF HIS COUNTENANCE; AND THROUGH THE PRAYERS OF JACOB MY FATHER I SAW HIM, WHILE AWAKE IN THE DAYTIME, EVEN HIS ENTIRE FIGURE EXACTLY AS HE WAS. 12 AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE THINGS, HE SAID UNTO THEM: KNOW YE, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, THAT I AM DYING. 13 DO YE, THEREFORE, TRUTH EACH ONE TO HIS NEIGHBOR, AND KEEP THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD AND HIS COMMANDMENTS. 14 FOR THESE THINGS DO I LEAVE YOU INSTEAD OF INHERITANCE. 15 DO YE ALSO, THEREFORE, GIVE THEM TO YOUR CHILDREN FOR AN EVERLASTING POSSESSION; FOR SO DID BOTH ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB. 16 FOR ALL THESE THINGS THEY GAVE US FOR AN INHERITANCE, SAYING: KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, UNTIL THE LORD SHALL REVEAL HIS SALVATION TO ALL GENTILES. 17 AND THEN SHALL YE SEE ENOCH, NOAH, AND SHEM, AND ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, RISING ON THE RIGHT HAND IN GLADNESS, 18 THEN SHALL WE ALSO RISE, EACH ONE OVER OUR TRIBE, WORSHIPPING THE KING OF HEAVEN, WHO APPEARED UPON EARTH IN THE FORM OF A MAN IN HUMILITY. 19 AND AS MANY AS BELIEVE ON HIM ON THE EARTH SHALL REJOICE WITH HIM. 20 THEN ALSO ALL MEN SHALL RISE, SOME UNTO GLORY AND SOME UNTO SHAME. 21 AND THE LORD SHALL JUDGE ISRAEL FIRST, FOR THEIR UNRIGHTEOUSNESS; FOR WHEN HE APPEARED AS GOD IN THE FLESH TO DELIVER THEM, THEY BELIEVED HIM NOT. 22 AND THEN SHALL HE JUDGE ALL THE GENTILES, AS MANY AS BELIEVED HIM NOT WHEN HE APPEARED UPON EARTH. 23 AND HE SHALL CONVICT ISRAEL THROUGH THE CHOSEN ONES OF THE GENTILES, EVEN AS HE REPROVED ESAU THROUGH THE MIDIANITES, WHO DECEIVED THEIR BRETHREN, SO THAT THEY FELL INTO FORNICATION, AND IDOLATRY; AND THEY WERE ALIENATED FROM GOD, BECOMING THEREFORE CHILDREN IN THE PORTION OF THEM THAT FEAR THE LORD. 24 IF YE THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, WALK IN HOLINESS ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, YE SHALL AGAIN DWELL SECURELY WITH ME, AND ALL ISRAEL SHALL BE GATHERED UNTO THE LORD. 25 AND I SHALL NO LONGER BE CALLED A RAVENING WOLF ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR RAVAGES, BUT A WORKER OF THE LORD DISTRIBUTING FOOD TO THEM THAT WORK WHAT IS GOOD. 26 AND THERE SHALL ARISE IN THE LATTER DAYS ONE BELOVED OF THE LORD, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH AND LEVI, A DOER OF HIS GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN HIS MOUTH, WITH NEW KNOWLEDGE ENLIGHTENING THE GENTILES. 27 UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE SHALL HE BE IN THE SYNAGOGUES OF THE GENTILES, AND AMONG THEIR RULERS, AS A STRAIN OF MUSIC IN THE MOUTH OF ALL. 28 AND HE SHALL BE INSCRIBED IN THE HOLY BOOKS, BOTH HIS WORK AND HIS WORD, AND HE SHALL BE A CHOSEN ONE OF GOD FOR EVER. 29 AND THROUGH THEM HE SHALL GO TO AND FRO AS JACOB MY FATHER, SAYING: HE SHALL FILL UP THAT WHICH LACKS OF THY TRIBE. 30 AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE THINGS, HE STRETCHED OUT HIS FEET. 31 AND DIED IN A BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD SLEEP. 32 AND HIS SONS DID AS HE HAD ENJOINED THEM, AND THEY TOOK UP HIS BODY AND BURIED IT IN HEBRON WITH HIS FATHERS. 33 AND THE NUMBER OF THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE WAS A HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIVE YEARS.
THE FRAGMENTS OF EARLY GOSPELS
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS
WHAT MAY BE REGARDED AS ESTABLISHED IS THAT IT EXISTED IN EITHER HEBREW OR ARAMAIC, AND WAS USED BY A JEWISH CHRISTIAN SECT WHO WERE KNOWN AS NAZARAEANS (NAZARENES), AND THAT IT RESEMBLED OUR MATTHEW CLOSELY ENOUGH TO HAVE BEEN REGARDED AS THE ORIGINAL HEBREW OF THAT GOSPEL. IT IS GENERALLY, LOOKED UPON AS A SECONDARY DOCUMENT. WHAT WAS THE EXTENT OF THE ADDITIONS TO OR OMISSIONS FROM MATTHEW WE DO NOT KNOW: BUT TWO CONSIDERATIONS MUST BE MENTIONED BEARING ON THIS: (1) THE STICHOMETRY OF NICEPHORUS ASSIGNS IT 2,200 LINES, 300 LESS THAN MATTHEW. THIS FIGURE, IF CORRECT, MEANS THAT A GOOD DEAL WAS LEFT OUT. (2) IF THE OXYRHYNCHUS SAYINGS ARE REALLY, AS COMPETENT SCHOLARS [SEXLESSLY] THINK, EXTRACTS FROM IT, WE, MUST SUPPOSE A LARGE QUANTITY OF ADDITIONAL MATTER: FOR WE HAVE BUT TWO RATHER BRIEF FRAGMENTS OF THAT COLLECTION OF SAYINGS, AND EIGHT OUT OF THIRTEEN SAYINGS ARE EITHER NOT REPRESENTED IN THE CANONICAL TEXT, OR DIFFER WIDELY THEREFROM. JEROME, WHO IS OUR CHIEF SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THIS GOSPEL, SAYS THAT HE HAD MADE A GREEK AND A LATIN VERSION OF IT. THE STATEMENT IS WHOLLY REJECTED BY SOME, AND BY OTHERS [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT TO BE AN EXAGGERATION. IT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO ACCEPT IT AS IT STANDS. PERHAPS, THE TRUTH MAY BE THAT JEROME TOOK NOTES OF THE TEXT IN GREEK AND LATIN. THIS SHOWS THAT ALL JEROME’S QUOTATIONS FROM IT ARE BORROWED FROM AN EARLIER WRITER, APOLLINARIS, BUT THERE IS NO POSITIVE EVIDENCE FOR THIS. IF THE OXYRHYNCHUS SAYINGS DO COME FROM HEBREWS, THEY SEEM TO IMPLY THE EXISTENCE OF A GREEK VERSION BEFORE JEROME’S TIME. THIS IS ALSO IMPLIED BY THE ENTRY IN THE STICHOMETRY. IRENAEUS AGAINST HERESIES, I. 26. 2. BUT THE EBIONITES USE ONLY THAT GOSPEL WHICH IS ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, AND REPUDIATE THE APOSTLE PAUL, CALLING HIM AN APOSTATE FROM THE SEXLESS LAW. III. 11. 7. FOR THE EBIONITES, WHO USE ONLY THAT GOSPEL WHICH IS ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, ARE CONVICTED OUT OF THAT VERY BOOK AS NOT HOLDING RIGHT VIEWS ABOUT THE LORD. THE EBIONITES MENTIONED HERE ARE A MORE PRIMITIVE SECT THAN THOSE OF WHOM EPIPHANIUS SPEAKS. CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA (STROMATEIS), I. 9. 45. EVEN, OR ALSO, IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS IS WRITTEN THE SAYING, ‘HE THAT WONDERETH SHALL REIGN, AND HE THAT REIGNETH SHALL REST’. ID. (STROM.) V. 14. 96. FOR THOSE WORDS HAVE THE SAME FORCE AS THESE: HE SHALL NOT CEASE FROM SEEKING UNTIL HE FIND, AND HAVING FOUND, HE WILL BE AMAZED, AND HAVING BEEN AMAZED WILL REIGN, AND HAVING REIGNED WILL REST. THIS IS IDENTICAL WITH ONE OF THE SAYINGS FROM OXYRHYNCHUS: ORIGEN ON JOHN, 2:12. AND IF ANY ACCEPT THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS, WHERE THE SAVIOR HIMSELF SAITH, ‘EVEN NOW DID MY MOTHER THE HOLY SPIRIT TAKE ME BY ONE OF MINE HAIRS, AND CARRIED ME AWAY UNTO THE GREAT MOUNTAIN THABOR’, HE WILL BE PERPLEXED &… ON JEREMIAH, HOMILY XV. 4. AND IF ANYONE RECEIVE THAT SAYING, ‘EVEN NOW MY MOTHER THE HOLY SPIRIT TOOK ME AND CARRIED ME UP UNTO THE GREAT MOUNTAIN THABOR’, AND THE REST.… THE DESCRIPTION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AS ‘MY MOTHER’ IS DUE TO THE FACT THAT THE HEBREW WORD FOR SPIRIT IS OF THE FEMININE GENDER. THE SAYING, IT IS GENERALLY [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT, REFERS TO THE [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION [SEXUAL TEMPTATION, SEXUAL SIN, SEXUAL DEATH & SEXUAL LIFE AFTER SEXUAL DEATH IS ALWAYS FROM LUCIFER [SATAN & THE DEVIL] OR VICTORIA [BABYLON OR THE GREAT WITCH] & NEVER FROM THE LORD BY THE LORD’S ATTRIBUTE OF SEXLESS IMPASSIBILITY IN  JAMES 1:12-18 & ACTS 14:15]. EUSEBIUS, ECCL. HIST. III. 39. 17, SPEAKING OF THE EARLY WRITER PAPIAS, SAYS: HE HAS ALSO SET FORTH, OR EXPOUNDED, ANOTHER STORY, ABOUT A WOMAN ACCUSED OF MANY [SEXUAL] SINS BEFORE THE LORD, WHICH THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS ALSO CONTAINS. IT IS THE OBVIOUS, AND GENERAL, VIEW THAT THIS STORY WAS THAT OF THE WOMAN TAKEN IN ADULTERY, WHICH, AS IS WELL KNOWN, FORMS NO PART OF THE TRUE TEXT OF SAINT JOHN’S GOSPEL, THOUGH IT IS INSERTED BY MOST MANUSCRIPTS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE EIGHTH CHAPTER. A FEW MANUSCRIPTS PLACE IT IN SAINT LUKE’S GOSPEL. THE DESCRIPTION SUGGESTS THAT PAPIAS’S STORY, WITH ITS MENTION OF MANY [SEXUAL] SINS, DIFFERED FROM OURS IN DETAIL. ID. IV. 22. 8. HEGESIPPUS MADE USE IN HIS MEMOIRS OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS. ID. III. 25. 5 IN HIS LIST OF ANTILEGOMENA, WRITINGS WHOSE CANONICITY WAS DISPUTED: AND AMONG THEM SOME HAVE PLACED THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS WHICH IS THE ESPECIAL DELIGHT OF THOSE OF THE HEBREWS WHO HAVE ACCEPTED CHRIST. III. 27. 4. THE EBIONITES REPUDIATED PAUL, AND USED ONLY THE GOSPEL CALLED ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS, MAKING BUT SLIGHT ACCOUNT OF THE OTHERS. THEOPHANY, IV. 12 PRESERVED IN SYRIAC. AS WE HAVE FOUND SOMEWHERE IN THE GOSPEL WHICH THE JEWS HAVE IN THE HEBREW TONGUE, WHERE IT IS SAID: I CHOOSE FOR MYSELF THEM THAT ARE GOOD, OR WELL PLEASING: THE GOOD ARE THEY WHOM MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHICH IN HEAVEN GIVETH, OR HATH GIVEN, ME. IBID. A PASSAGE PRESERVED IN GREEK ALSO. BUT SINCE THE GOSPEL WRITTEN IN HEBREW [SEXLESS] CHARACTERS WHICH HAS REACHED OUR HANDS TURNS THE THREAT NOT AGAINST THE MAN WHO HID THE TALENT, BUT AGAINST HIM WHO HAD LIVED RIOTOUSLY, FOR IT TOLD OF THREE SERVANTS, ONE WHO DEVOURED HIS MASTER’S SUBSTANCE WITH HARLOTS AND FLUTE-GIRLS, ANOTHER WHO MULTIPLIED IT BY TRADING, AND ANOTHER WHO HID THE TALENT, AND MADE THE ONE TO BE ACCEPTED, ANOTHER ONLY REBUKED, AND ANOTHER TO BE SHUT UP IN PRISON, THE QUESTION OCCURS TO ME WHETHER IN MATTHEW, AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE SPEECH AGAINST THE MAN WHO DID NOTHING, THE THREAT THAT FOLLOWS MAY REFER, NOT TO HIM, BUT BY EPANALEPSIS, TAKING UP A FORMER SUBJECT AGAIN, BE SAID OF THE FIRST, WHO ATE AND DRANK WITH THE DRUNKEN. EPIPHANIUS, HERESY XXIX. 9. 4 NAZORAEANS. THEY HAVE THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW QUITE COMPLETE, IN HEBREW: FOR THIS GOSPEL IS CERTAINLY STILL PRESERVED AMONG THEM AS IT WAS FIRST WRITTEN, IN HEBREW LETTERS. I DO NOT KNOW IF THEY HAVE EVEN REMOVED THE GENEALOGY FROM ABRAHAM TO CHRIST. THEIR GOSPEL WAS ‘QUITE COMPLETE’ AS DISTINGUISHED FROM THE EBIONITE GOSPEL, WHICH WAS MUTILATED. STICHOMETRY OF NICEPHORUS OF UNCERTAIN DATE, BUT MUCH OLDER THAN THE NINTH-CENTURY CHRONICLE TO WHICH IT IS ATTACHED. ANTILEGOMENA OF THE NEW TESTAMENT: APOCALYPSE OF JOHN, APOCALYPSE OF PETER, EPISTLE OF BARNABAS, AND GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS, 2,200 LINES, 300 LINES LESS THAN THE CANONICAL MATTHEW. JEROME. HE IS OUR PRINCIPAL AUTHORITY IN THIS MATTER. ON EPHESIANS, 5:4. AS ALSO WE READ IN THE HEBREW GOSPEL: ‘AND NEVER, SAITH HE, BE YE JOYFUL, SAVE WHEN YE BEHOLD YOUR BROTHER WITH [SEXLESS] LOVE.’ ON MICAH, 7:6. THE QUOTATION ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVEN ABOVE UNDER ORIGEN. JEROME QUOTES IT AGAIN SEVERAL TIMES, NOT ALWAYS IN FULL. OF ILLUSTRIOUS MEN, 2 ON JAMES THE LORD’S BROTHER. ALSO THE GOSPEL CALLED ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS, LATELY TRANSLATED BY ME INTO GREEK AND LATIN SPEECH, WHICH ORIGEN OFTEN USES, TELLS, AFTER THE RESURRECTION OF THE SAVIOUR: ‘NOW THE LORD, WHEN HE HAD GIVEN THE LINEN CLOTH UNTO THE SERVANT OF THE PRIEST, WENT UNTO JAMES AND APPEARED TO HIM, FOR JAMES HAD SWORN THAT HE WOULD NOT EAT BREAD FROM THAT HOUR WHEREIN HE HAD DRUNK THE LORD’S CUP UNTIL HE SHOULD SEE HIM RISEN AGAIN FROM AMONG THEM THAT SLEEP’, AND AGAIN AFTER A LITTLE, ‘BRING YE, SAITH THE LORD, A TABLE AND BREAD’, AND IMMEDIATELY IT IS ADDED, ‘HE TOOK BREAD AND BLESSED AND BRAKE AND GAVE IT UNTO JAMES THE JUST AND SAID UNTO HIM: MY BROTHER, EAT THY BREAD, FOR THE SON OF MAN IS RISEN FROM, AMONG THEM THAT SLEEP’. THIS IS A FAMOUS PASSAGE. ONE INTERESTING CLAUSE IS APT TO ESCAPE NOTICE, ABOUT THE GIVING OF THE SHROUD TO THE SERVANT OF THE (HIGH) PRIEST, WHICH IMPLIES THAT THE PRIESTS MUST HAVE BEEN APPRISED OF THE RESURRECTION AS SOON AS THE APOSTLES. WAS THE SERVANT OF THE PRIEST MALCHUS? PRESUMABLY THE SERVANT WAS AT THE SEPULCHRE: IF SO, IT WAS BEING GUARDED BY THE JEWS AS WELL AS THE ROMAN SOLDIERS, AS IN THE GOSPEL OF PETER. IBID. 3. FURTHER, THE HEBREW ITSELF, OR ORIGINAL, IS PRESERVED TO THIS DAY IN THE LIBRARY AT CAESAREA WHICH WAS COLLECTED WITH SUCH CARE BY THE MARTYR PAMPHILUS. I ALSO HAD AN OPPORTUNITY OF COPYING IT AFFORDED ME BY THE NAZARENES WHO USE THE BOOK, AT BEROEA, A CITY OF SYRIA. THIS BEROEA IS ALEPPO. IN LATER YEARS JEROME CEASED TO REGARD THIS HEBREW GOSPEL AS THE ORIGINAL MATTHEW. IBID. 16. OF THE EPISTLE OF IGNATIUS ‘TO POLYCARP’, REALLY TO SMYRNA. IN IT HE ALSO INSERTS A TESTIMONY ABOUT THE PERSON OF CHRIST, FROM THE GOSPEL WHICH WAS LATELY TRANSLATED, HIS WORDS ARE: BUT I BOTH SAW HIM, IN THE [SEXLESS] FLESH AFTER THE RESURRECTION, AND BELIEVE THAT HE IS IN THE FLESH: AND WHEN HE CAME TO PETER AND THOSE WHO WERE WITH PETER, HE SAID TO THEM: LO, FEEL ME AND SEE THAT I AM NOT A BODILESS SPIRIT, DEMON. AND FORTHWITH THEY TOUCHED HIM AND BELIEVED. IGNATIUS, TO THE SMYRNAEANS, III. 1, REALLY SAYS: FOR I KNOW, AND I BELIEVE THAT HE IS IN THE [SEXLESS] FLESH EVEN AFTER HIS RESURRECTION. ANOTHER CITATION OF THESE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF CHRIST IS GIVEN BY ORIGEN AS FROM THE DOCTRINE OF PETER: ON MATT. 2. BETHLEHEM OF JUDAEA. THIS IS A DIFFERENCE OF THE SCRIBES: FOR IT WAS ORIGINALLY EXPRESSED BY THE EVANGELIST AS WE READ IN THE HEBREW, ‘OF JUDAH’, NOT JUDAEA. ON MATTHEW 6:11 THE LORD’S PRAYER. IN THE GOSPEL CALLED ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS FOR ‘SUPER-SUBSTANTIAL’ BREAD I FOUND MAHAR, WHICH MEANS ‘OF THE MORROW’, SO THAT THE SENSE IS: OUR BREAD OF THE MORROW, THAT IS, OF THE FUTURE, GIVE US THIS DAY. THE WORD SUPERSUBSTANTIAL IS MEANT TO RENDER LITERALLY THE DIFFICULT WORD EPIOUSIOS WHICH WE TRANSLATE ‘DAILY’. ON PSALMS 135. IN THE HEBREW GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW IT IS THUS: OUR BREAD OF THE MORROW, GIVE US THIS DAY, THAT IS, ‘THE BREAD WHICH THOU WILT GIVE US IN THY KINGDOM, GIVE US THIS DAY’. ON MATTHEW 12:13. IN THE GOSPEL WHICH THE NAZARENES AND EBIONITES USE, WHICH IS TRANSLATED INTO GREEK FROM THE HEBREW, AND WHICH IS CALLED BY MANY, OR MOST, PEOPLE THE ORIGINAL OF MATTHEW, THIS MAN WHO HAS THE WITHERED HAND IS DESCRIBED AS A MASON, WHO PRAYS FOR HELP IN SUCH WORDS AS THESE: ‘I WAS A MASON SEEKING A LIVELIHOOD WITH MY HANDS: I PRAY THEE, JESU, TO RESTORE ME MINE HEALTH, THAT I MAY NOT BEG MEANLY FOR MY FOOD.’ THE MENTION OF THE EBIONITES HERE IS GRATUITOUS. JEROME NOWHERE ELSE SPEAKS OF THEM AS USING THE GOSPEL, AND EVERYTHING GOES TO SHOW THAT, IN HIS TIME, THEY DID NOT. LETTER TO DAMASUS (20) ON MATTHEW 21:9. MATTHEW, WHO WROTE HIS GOSPEL IN THE HEBREW SPEECH, PUT IT THUS: OSANNA BARRAMA, OSANNA IN THE [MOST] HIGHEST. ON MATTHEW 23:35. IN THE GOSPEL WHICH THE NAZARENES USE, FOR ‘SON OF BARACHIAS’ I FIND ‘OF JOIADA’ WRITTEN. THIS READING AVOIDS AN HISTORICAL DIFFICULTY, AND IS DOUBTLESS SECONDARY. ON MATTHEW 27:16. THIS BARABBAS, IN THE GOSPEL ENTITLED, WRITTEN, ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS, IS INTERPRETED ‘SON OF THEIR MASTER’ (TEACHER). BY ‘INTERPRETED’, IT IS NOT MEANT THAT THE GOSPEL TRANSLATED THE NAME, BUT THAT IT USED A FORM OF IT WHICH SUGGESTED THE MEANING, BAR-RABBAN. ON MATTHEW 27:51. IN THE GOSPEL WE READ THAT A LINTEL OF THE TEMPLE OF IMMENSE SIZE WAS BROKEN AND DIVIDED. LETTER TO HEDIBIA, EP. 120 8. BUT IN THE GOSPEL THAT IS WRITTEN IN HEBREW LETTERS WE READ, NOT THAT THE VEIL OF THE TEMPLE WAS RENT, BUT THAT A LINTEL OF THE TEMPLE OF WONDROUS SIZE FELL. THIS WAS PROBABLY A CHANGE MADE UNDER THE [SEXLESS] INFLUENCE OF ISAIAH 6:4, ‘THE POSTS OF THE DOOR MOVED AT THE VOICE OF HIM THAT CRIED’. ON ISAIAH 11:2. THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD SHALL REST UPON HIM, NOT PARTIALLY AS IN THE CASE OF OTHER HOLY MEN: BUT, ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL WRITTEN IN THE HEBREW SPEECH, WHICH THE NAZARENES READ, ‘THERE SHALL DESCEND UPON HIM THE WHOLE FOUNT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT’.…IN THE GOSPEL, THIS WRITTEN: AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THE LORD WAS COME UP OUT OF THE WATER, THE WHOLE FOUNT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED AND RESTED UPON HIM, AND SAID UNTO HIM: MY SON, IN ALL THE PROPHETS WAS I WAITING FOR THEE THAT THOU SHOULDST COME, AND I MIGHT REST IN THEE. FOR THOU ART MY REST, THOU ART MY FIRST BEGOTTEN SON, THAT REIGNEST FOR EVER. ON ISAIAH 11:9, MY MOTHER THE HOLY SPIRIT. ON ISAIAH, PREFACE TO BK. XVIII. FOR WHEN THE APOSTLES [SEXLESS] THOUGHT HIM TO BE A SPIRIT, OR, IN THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE GOSPEL WHICH IS OF THE HEBREWS WHICH THE NAZARENES ARE WANT TO READ, ‘A BODILESS DEMON’, HE SAID TO THEM IN LUKE 24:38. ON EZEKIEL 16:13. MY MOTHER, THE HOLY SPIRIT. ON EZEKIEL 18:7. AND IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS WHICH THE NAZARENES ARE ACCUSTOMED TO READ, IT IS PLACED AMONG THE GREATEST [SEXUAL] SINS ‘IF A MAN HAVE GRIEVED THE SPIRIT OF HIS BROTHER’. DIALOGUE AGAINST PELAGIUS, III. 2. IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS WHICH IS INDEED IN THE CHALDAEAN AND SYRIAN SPEECH BUT IS WRITTEN IN HEBREW LETTERS, WHICH THE NAZARENES USE TO THIS DAY, CALLED ‘ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLES’, OR, AS MOST TERM IT, ‘ACCORDING TO MATTHEW’, WHICH ALSO IS TO BE SEEN IN THE LIBRARY OF CAESAREA, THE STORY TELLS: BEHOLD, THE MOTHER OF THE LORD AND HIS BRETHREN SAID UNTO HIM: JOHN BAPTIST BAPTIZETH UNTO THE REMISSION OF [SEXUAL] SINS, LET US GO AND BE BAPTIZED OF HIM. BUT HE SAID UNTO THEM: WHEREIN, WHAT, HAVE I [SEXUALLY] SINNED, THAT I SHOULD GO AND BE BAPTIZED OF HIM? UNLESS PERADVENTURE THIS VERY THING THAT I HAVE SAID IS A [SEXUAL] SIN OF IGNORANCE. IBID. AND IN THE SAME BOOK: IF THY BROTHER, SAITH HE, HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BY A WORD AND MADE THEE AMENDS, SEVEN TIMES IN A DAY RECEIVE THOU HIM. SIMON HIS DISCIPLE SAID UNTO HIM: SEVEN TIMES IN A DAY? THE LORD ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM: YEA, I SAY UNTO THEE, UNTO SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN TIMES. FOR IN THE PROPHETS ALSO, AFTER THEY WERE ANOINTED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE WORD OF [SEXUAL] SIN WAS FOUND. ‘WORD OF [SEXUAL] SIN’ IS HEBRAISTIC FOR ‘SOMEWHAT OF [SEXUAL] SIN’: SIMILARLY, ‘[SEXUALLY] SINNED BY A WORD’ MEANS ‘[SEXUALLY] SINNED IN ANYTHING’. LATIN VERSION OF ORIGEN ON MATTHEW, NOW CALLED PSEUDO-ORIGEN. IT IS WRITTEN IN A CERTAIN GOSPEL WHICH IS CALLED ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS, IF AT LEAST ANYONE CARE TO ACCEPT IT, TO THROW LIGHT ON THE QUESTION BEFORE US: THE SECOND OF THE RICH MEN, IT SAITH, SAID UNTO HIM: MASTER, WHAT GOOD THING CAN I DO AND LIVE? HE SAID UNTO HIM: O MAN, FULFILL, DO, THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE PROPHETS. HE ANSWERED HIM: I HAVE KEPT THEM. HE SAID UNTO HIM: GO, SELL ALL THAT THOU OWNEST, AND DISTRIBUTE IT UNTO THE POOR, AND COME, FOLLOW ME. BUT THE RICH MAN BEGAN TO SCRATCH HIS HEAD, AND IT PLEASED HIM NOT. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO HIM: HOW SAYEST THOU: I HAVE KEPT THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE PROPHETS? FOR IT IS WRITTEN IN THE [SEXLESS LAW: THOU SHALT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR AS THYSELF, AND LO, MANY, OF THY BRETHREN, SONS OF ABRAHAM, ARE CLAD IN FILTH, DYING FOR HUNGER, AND THINE HOUSE IS FULL OF MANY GOOD THINGS, AND NOUGHT AT ALL GOETH OUT OF IT UNTO THEM. AND HE TURNED AND SAID UNTO SIMON HIS DISCIPLE WHO WAS SITTING BY HIM: SIMON, SON OF JOANNA, IT IS EASIER FOR A CAMEL TO ENTER IN BY A NEEDLE’S EYE THAN FOR A RICH MAN TO ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. IT IS PROBABLE THAT THIS EXTRACT WAS FOUND BY THE TRANSLATOR OF ORIGEN’S COMMENTARY IN SOME WORK OF JEROME. IT SEEMS TO BE AGREED THAT IT WAS NOT IN ORIGEN’S OWN COMMENTARY. SOME MANUSCRIPTS OF THE GOSPELS HAVE MARGINAL NOTES RECORDING READINGS OF ‘THE JEWISH’ GOSPEL, BY WHICH OUR GOSPEL IS EVIDENTLY MEANT. SOME OF THESE WERE PUBLISHED BY TISCHENDORF, OTHERS MORE RECENTLY BY SCHMIDTKE. ACCORDING TO THE LATTER THESE NOTES WERE ORIGINALLY MADE BETWEEN 370 AND 500 BY SOMEONE WHO DID HIS WORK AT JERUSALEM. MATTHEW 4:5. THE JEWISH COPY HAS NOT ‘UNTO THE HOLY CITY’ BUT ‘IN JERUSALEM’. MATTHEW 5:22. THE WORD ‘WITHOUT CAUSE’ IS NOT INSERTED IN SOME COPIES, NOR IN THE JEWISH. MATTHEW 7:5. THE JEWISH HAS HERE: IF YE BE IN MY BOSOM AND DO NOT THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHICH IS IN HEAVEN, OUT OF MY BOSOM WILL I CAST YOU AWAY. THE ‘SECOND EPISTLE OF CLEMENT’, IV. 5, HAS: THE LORD SAID: IF YE BE WITH ME GATHERED TOGETHER IN MY BOSOM AND DO NOT MY COMMANDMENTS, I WILL CAST YOU AWAY AND SAY UNTO YOU: DEPART FROM ME, I KNOW YOU NOT WHENCE YE ARE, YE WORKERS OF WICKEDNESS. MATTHEW 10:16. THE JEWISH HAS ‘(WISE) MORE THAN SERPENTS’ INSTEAD OF ‘AS SERPENTS’. MATTHEW 11:12. THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN SUFFERETH VIOLENCE. THE JEWISH HAS: ‘IS RAVISHED, OR PLUNDERED.’ MATTHEW 11:25. I THANK THEE, LIT. CONFESS UNTO THEE, O FATHER [STEPHEN]. THE JEWISH: ‘I GIVE THEE THANKS.’ MATTHEW 12:40. THE JEWISH HAS NOT: THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS, IN THE HEART OF THE EARTH. MATTHEW 15:5. THE JEWISH: CORBAN BY WHICH YE SHALL BE PROFITED BY US. PROBABLY IT IS MEANT THAT THE VERSE RAN: BUT YE SAY TO YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER: CORBAN… MATTHEW 16:2, 3. OMITTED BY ‘THE JEWISH’, AS BY MANY EXTANT MANUSCRIPTS. MATTHEW 16:17. THE JEWISH: (SIMON) SON OF JOHN. MATTHEW 18:22. THE JEWISH HAS, IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN: FOR IN THE PROPHETS, AFTER THEY WERE ANOINTED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, THERE WAS FOUND IN THEM A WORD, MATTER, OF [SEXUAL APPROVAL] SIN. THIS SHOWS THE IDENTITY OF ‘THE JEWISH’ WITH JEROME’S GOSPEL. MATTHEW 26:74. THE JEWISH: AND HE DENIED AND SWORE AND CURSED. MATTHEW 27:65. THE JEWISH: AND HE DELIVERED UNTO THEM ARMED MEN, THAT THEY MIGHT SIT OVER AGAINST THE CAVE AND KEEP IT DAY AND NIGHT. A COMMENTARY ON ISAIAH 53:12 BY HAIMO OF AUXERRE (C. 850) HAS THIS APROPOS OF THE WORD ‘FATHER [STEPHEN] FORGIVE THEM’: FOR, AS IS CONTAINED IN THE GOSPEL OF THE NAZARENES, AT THIS WORD OF THE LORD MANY THOUSANDS OF JEWS THAT STOOD ROUND ABOUT THE CROSS BELIEVED. A MARGINAL NOTE, THIRTEENTH CENTURY, ON A COPY OF THE VERSIFIED BIBLE CALLED THE AURORA, BY PETRUS DE RIGA, IN A MANUSCRIPT AT THE FITZWILLIAM MUSEUM, CAMBRIDGE, ONE OF A NUMBER OF REMARKABLE NOTES IS: AT THE CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE: IN THE BOOKS OF THE GOSPELS WHICH THE NAZARENES USE IT IS READ THAT RAYS ISSUED FROM HIS EYES WHEREBY THEY WERE TERRIFIED AND PUT TO FLIGHT. JEROME ON MATTHEW 21:12 SAYS THAT THE PEOPLE WHOM JESUS DROVE OUT DID NOT RESIST HIM: ‘FOR A CERTAIN FIERY AND STARRY LIGHT SHONE, RADIATED, FROM HIS EYES AND THE MAJESTY OF GOD-HEAD GLEAMED IN HIS FACE.’ THE REMINISCENCE OF JEROME’S WORDS: RAY AND RADIATE OCCUR IN BOTH. THIS MIGHT REALLY REPRESENT SOMETHING IN THE OLD GOSPEL: ONE OTHER MENTION OF THIS GOSPEL HAS TO BE ADDED. MISCELLANEOUS COPTIC TEXTS IS A DISCOURSE ON MARY BY CYRIL OF JERUSALEM. CYRIL (PSEUDO-CYRIL) RELATES THAT HE HAD TO SEND FOR A MONK OF MAIOMA OF GAZA WHO WAS TEACHING FALSE DOCTRINE. CALLED ON FOR AN ACCOUNT OF HIS BELIEF, THE MONK (ENGLISH TRANSLATION) SAID: IT IS WRITTEN IN THE GOSPEL TO THE HEBREWS THAT WHEN CHRIST WISHED TO COME UPON THE EARTH TO MEN, THE GOOD FATHER [STEPHEN] CALLED A MIGHTY POWER IN THE HEAVENS WHICH WAS CALLED MICHAEL, AND COMMITTED CHRIST TO THE CARE THEREOF. AND THE POWER CAME DOWN INTO THE WORLD AND IT WAS CALLED MARY, AND CHRIST WAS IN HER WOMB SEVEN MONTHS. AFTERWARDS SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HIM, AND HE INCREASED IN STATURE, AND HE CHOSE THE APOSTLES… ‘WAS CRUCIFIED, AND TAKEN UP BY THE FATHER [STEPHEN]’. CYRIL ASKED: WHERE IN THE FOUR GOSPELS IS IT SAID THAT THE HOLY VIRGIN MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD IS A FORCE? THE MONK SAID: IN THE GOSPEL TO THE HEBREWS. THEN, SAID CYRIL, THERE ARE FIVE GOSPELS? WHERE IS THE FIFTH? THE MONK SAID: IT IS THE GOSPEL THAT WAS WRITTEN TO THE HEBREWS. CYRIL CONVINCED HIM OF HIS [SEXUAL] ERROR AND BURNED THE BOOKS. NO MORE IS TOLD OF THE GOSPEL, WHICH, WHATEVER IT MAY HAVE BEEN, WAS CERTAINLY NOT THE BOOK WE HAVE BEEN DEALING WITH, BUT A WRITING OF PRONOUNCEDLY HERETICAL (DOCETIC) VIEWS. THE LAST SENTENCE OF THE MONK’S ACCOUNT OF CHRIST, WHICH I DID NOT QUOTE IN FULL JUST NOW, IS PERHAPS WORTH RECORDING. ‘AFTER THEY HAD RAISED HIM UP ON THE CROSS, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] TOOK HIM UP INTO HEAVEN UNTO HIMSELF.’ THIS, WITH ITS OMISSION OF ALL MENTION OF THE RESURRECTION, MIGHT BE SO: ON THE OTHER HAND, IT MAY BE MERELY A CASE OF EXTREME COMPRESSION OF THE NARRATIVE. 
THE GOSPEL OF THE HEBREWS IS PRESERVED IN FRAGMENTS QUOTED OR SUMMARIZED BY VARIOUS EARLY CHURCH FATHERS. THE FULL EXTENT OF THE ORIGINAL GOSPEL IS UNKNOWN, ACCORDING TO A LIST OF CANONICAL AND APOCRYPHAL WORKS DRAWN UP IN THE 9TH CENTURY KNOWN AS THE STICHOMETRY OF NICEPHORUS, THE GOSPEL WAS 2200 LINES, JUST 300 LINES SHORTER THAN MATTHEW. BASED ON THE SURVIVING FRAGMENTS, THE OVERALL STRUCTURE OF THE GOSPEL APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN SIMILAR TO THE CANONICAL ONES. IT CONSISTED OF A NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF JESUS WHICH INCLUDED HIS BAPTISM, TEMPTATION, TRANSFIGURATION, LAST SUPPER, CRUCIFIXION, AND RESURRECTION. THE GOSPEL ALSO CONTAINED SAYINGS OF JESUS. THE EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF JESUS HAVE BEEN INTERPRETED IN A WAY THAT REFLECTS JEWISH IDEAS PRESENT IN A HELLENISTIC CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT. THERE IS WIDE AGREEMENT ABOUT SEVEN QUOTATIONS CITED BY PHILIPP VIELHAUER IN THE CRITICAL 3RD GERMAN EDITION OF WILHELM SCHNEEMELCHER’S NEW TESTAMENT APOCRYPHA, BELOW FOLLOW VIELHAUER'S ORDER: 
1. WHEN CHRIST WISHED TO COME UPON THE EARTH TO MEN, THE GOOD FATHER [STEPHEN] SUMMONED A MIGHTY POWER IN HEAVEN, WHICH WAS CALLED MICHAEL, AND ENTRUSTED CHRIST TO THE CARE THEREOF. AND THE POWER CAME INTO THE WORLD AND WAS CALLED MARY, AND CHRIST WAS IN HER WOMB SEVEN MONTHS. (CYRIL OF JERUSALEM, DISCOURSE ON MARY THEOTOKOS 12). FRAGMENT 1 IDENTIFIES JESUS AS THE SON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THIS IDEA IS FOUND ALSO IN THE EGYPTIAN COPTIC EPISTLE OF JAMES, ANOTHER INDICATION OF THE EGYPTIAN ORIGIN OF THE GOSPEL.
2. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THE LORD WAS COME UP OUT OF THE WATER, THE WHOLE FOUNT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED UPON HIM AND RESTED ON HIM AND SAID TO HIM: MY SON, IN ALL THE PROPHETS WAS I WAITING FOR THEE THAT THOU SHOULDEST COME AND I MIGHT REST IN THEE. FOR THOU ART MY REST, THOU ART MY FIRST-BEGOTTEN SON THAT REIGNEST FOR EVER. (JEROME, COMMENTARY ON ISAIAH 4). FRAGMENT 2 USES THE LANGUAGE OF JEWISH WISDOM LITERATURE, BUT APPLIES IT TO THE HOLY SPIRIT: THE SPIRIT HAS WAITED IN VAIN THROUGH ALL THE PROPHETS FOR THE SON. THE "REST" THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT FINDS IN THE SON BELONGS TO THE CHRISTIAN GNOSTIC IDEA OF THE PRE-EXISTENT REDEEMER WHO FINALLY BECOMES INCARNATE IN JESUS. 
3. EVEN SO DID MY MOTHER, THE HOLY SPIRIT, TAKE ME BY ONE OF MY HAIRS AND CARRY ME AWAY ON TO THE GREAT MOUNTAIN TABOR. (ORIGEN, COMMENTARY ON JOHN 2.12.87). FRAGMENTS 2 AND 3, GIVING ACCOUNTS OF JESUS' BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION OR TRANSFIGURATION, SPRING FROM THE WIDESPREAD GRECO-ROMAN MYTH OF THE DESCENT OF DIVINE WISDOM, THIS UNDERLIES THE PARALLEL PASSAGES IN THE GOSPELS OF MATTHEW (11.25–30), LUKE (7.18–35 AND 11.49–51) AND JOHN (1.1–18), AS WELL AS THE GOSPEL OF THOMAS. THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN FRAGMENT 3 AND THE ORTHODOX CANONICAL GOSPELS ARE CONSIDERABLE: THEIR THIRD-PERSON NARRATIVE HAS BECOME AN ACCOUNT BY JESUS HIMSELF, SATAN IS REPLACED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT IS IDENTIFIED AS JESUS' MOTHER.  
4A. HE THAT MARVELS SHALL REIGN, & HE THAT HAS REIGNED SHALL REST. (CLEMENT, STROMATEIS 2.9.45.5). 4B. HE THAT SEEKS WILL NOT REST TILL HE FINDS, AND HE THAT HAS FOUND SHALL MARVEL, AND HE THAT HAS MARVELED SHALL REIGN, AND HE THAT HAS REIGNED SHALL REST. (CLEMENT, STROMATEIS 5.14.96.3). FRAGMENT 4 IS A "CHAIN-SAYING", SEEK–FIND–MARVEL–REIGN–REST, DESCRIBING THE STEPS TOWARDS SALVATION, WHERE "REST" EQUALS THE STATE OF SALVATION. THE SAYING IS SIMILAR TO THEMES FOUND IN JEWISH WISDOM LITERATURE, AND THE SIMILARITY TO A SAYING IN THE GOSPEL OF THOMAS SUGGESTS THAT THE TEXT MAY HAVE BEEN [SEXLESSLY] INFLUENCED BY GNOSTIC WISDOM TEACHING. 
5. AND NEVER BE YE JOYFUL, SAVE WHEN YE BEHOLD YOUR BROTHER WITH [SEXLESS] LOVE. (JEROME, COMMENTARY ON EPHESIANS 3).  
6. IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS...THERE IS COUNTED AMONG THE MOST GRIEVOUS [SEXUAL] OFFENSES: HE THAT HAS GRIEVED THE SPIRIT OF HIS BROTHER. (JEROME, COMMENTARY ON EZEKIEL 6). FRAGMENTS 5, ON EPHESIANS 5.4, AND 6, ON EZEKIEL 18.7, ARE ETHICAL SAYING OF JESUS, SUGGESTING THAT SUCH TEACHINGS FORMED A SIGNIFICANT PART OF THE GOSPEL. 
7. THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS...RECORDS AFTER THE RESURRECTION OF THE SAVIOR: AND WHEN THE LORD HAD GIVEN THE LINEN CLOTH TO THE SERVANT OF THE PRIEST, HE WENT TO JAMES AND APPEARED TO HIM. FOR JAMES HAD SWORN THAT HE WOULD NOT EAT BREAD FROM THAT HOUR IN WHICH HE HAD DRUNK THE CUP OF THE LORD UNTIL HE SHOULD SEE HIM RISEN FROM AMONG THEM THAT SLEEP. AND SHORTLY THEREAFTER THE LORD SAID: BRING A TABLE AND BREAD! AND IMMEDIATELY IT IS ADDED: HE TOOK THE BREAD, BLESSED IT AND BRAKE IT AND GAVE IT TO JAMES THE JUST AND SAID TO HIM: MY BROTHER, EAT THY BREAD, FOR THE SON OF MAN IS RISEN FROM AMONG THEM THAT SLEEP. (JEROME, DE VIRIS INLUSTRIBUS 2). FRAGMENT 7 EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF JAMES, THE BROTHER OF JESUS AND HEAD OF THE JEWISH–CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT IN JERUSALEM AFTER JESUS' DEATH, THEREBY TESTIFYING TO THE JEWISH [SEXLESS] CHARACTER OF THE COMMUNITY OF THE GOSPEL. 
THE GOSPEL OF THE EBIONITES
IN THE GOSPEL THEY HAVE, CALLED ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, BUT NOT WHOLLY COMPLETE, BUT FALSIFIED AND MUTILATED, THEY CALL IT THE HEBREW GOSPEL, IT IS CONTAINED THAT ‘THERE WAS A CERTAIN MAN NAMED JESUS, AND HE WAS ABOUT THIRTY YEARS OLD, WHO CHOSE US. AND COMING UNTO CAPERNAUM HE ENTERED INTO THE HOUSE OF SIMON WHO WAS SURNAMED PETER, AND OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SAID: AS I PASSED BY THE LAKE OF TIBERIAS, I CHOSE JOHN AND JAMES THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE, AND SIMON AND ANDREW AND PHILIP AND BARTHOLOMEW, JAMES THE SON OF ALPHAEUS AND THOMAS THADDAEUS AND SIMON THE ZEALOT AND JUDAS THE ISCARIOT: AND THEE, MATTHEW, AS THOU SATEST AT THE RECEIPT OF CUSTOM I CALLED, AND THOU FOLLOWEDST ME. YOU THEREFORE I WILL TO BE TWELVE APOSTLES FOR A TESTIMONY UNTO (OF) ISRAEL. AND: JOHN WAS BAPTIZING, AND THERE WENT OUT UNTO HIM PHARISEES AND WERE BAPTIZED, AND ALL JERUSALEM. AND JOHN HAD RAIMENT OF CAMEL’S HAIR AND A LEATHERN GIRDLE ABOUT HIS LOINS: AND HIS MEAT, IT SAITH, WAS WILD HONEY, WHEREOF THE TASTE IS THE TASTE OF MANNA, AS A CAKE DIPPED IN OIL. THAT, FORSOOTH, THEY MAY PERVERT THE WORD OF TRUTH INTO A LIE AND FOR LOCUSTS PUT A CAKE DIPPED IN HONEY (SIC). THESE EBIONITES WERE VEGETARIANS AND OBJECTED TO THE IDEA OF EATING LOCUSTS. A LOCUST IN GREEK IS AKRIS, AND THE WORD THEY USED FOR CAKE IS ENKRIS, SO THE CHANGE IS SLIGHT. WE SHALL MEET WITH THIS TENDENCY AGAIN. AND THE BEGINNING OF THEIR GOSPEL SAYS THAT: IT CAME TO PASS IN THE DAYS OF HEROD THE KING OF JUDAEA WHEN CAIAPHAS WAS HIGH PRIEST THAT THERE CAME A CERTAIN MAN JOHN BY NAME, BAPTIZING WITH THE BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE IN THE RIVER JORDAN, WHO WAS SAID TO BE OF THE LINEAGE OF AARON THE PRIEST, CHILD OF ZACHARIAS AND ELISABETH, AND ALL WENT OUT UNTO HIM. THE BORROWING FROM SAINT LUKE IS VERY EVIDENT HERE. HE GOES ON: AND AFTER A GOOD DEAL MORE IT CONTINUES THAT: AFTER THE PEOPLE WERE BAPTIZED, JESUS ALSO CAME AND WAS BAPTIZED BY JOHN, AND AS HE CAME UP FROM THE WATER, THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED, AND HE SAW THE HOLY GHOST IN THE LIKENESS OF A DOVE THAT DESCENDED AND ENTERED INTO HIM: AND A VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAYING: THOU ART MY BELOVED SON, IN THEE I AM WELL PLEASED: AND AGAIN: THIS DAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN THEE. AND STRAIGHTWAY THERE SHONE ABOUT THE PLACE A GREAT LIGHT. WHICH WHEN JOHN SAW, IT SAITH, HE SAITH UNTO HIM: WHO ART THOU, LORD? AND AGAIN THERE WAS A VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAYING UNTO HIM: THIS IS MY BELOVED SON IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED. AND THEN, IT SAITH, JOHN FELL DOWN BEFORE HIM AND SAID: I BESEECH THEE, LORD, BAPTIZE THOU ME. BUT HE PREVENTED HIM SAYING: SUFFER IT, OR LET IT GO: FOR THUS IT BEHOVETH THAT ALL THINGS SHOULD BE FULFILLED. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, THEY SAY THAT JESUS WAS BEGOTTEN OF THE SEED OF A MAN, AND WAS CHOSEN, AND SO BY THE CHOICE OF GOD, HE WAS CALLED THE SON OF GOD FROM THE CHRIST THAT CAME INTO HIM FROM ABOVE IN THE LIKENESS OF A DOVE. AND THEY DENY THAT HE WAS BEGOTTEN OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], BUT SAY THAT HE WAS CREATED [FORMER GLORY], AS ONE OF THE ARCHANGELS, YET GREATER, AND THAT HE IS LORD OF ANGELS AND OF ALL THINGS MADE BY THE ALMIGHTY, AND THAT HE CAME AND TAUGHT, AS THE GOSPEL, SO CALLED, CURRENT AMONG THEM CONTAINS, THAT, ‘I CAME TO DESTROY THE SACRIFICES, AND IF YE CEASE NOT FROM SACRIFICING, THE WRATH OF GOD WILL NOT CEASE FROM YOU’. WITH REFERENCE TO THE PASSOVER AND THE EVASION OF THE IDEA THAT JESUS PARTOOK OF FLESH: THEY HAVE CHANGED THE SAYING, AS IS PLAIN TO ALL FROM THE COMBINATION OF PHRASES, AND HAVE MADE THE DISCIPLES SAY: WHERE WILT THOU THAT WE MAKE READY FOR THEE TO EAT THE PASSOVER? AND HIM, FORSOOTH, SAY: HAVE I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED WITH [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO EAT THIS [DIVINE] FLESH OF THE PASSOVER WITH YOU? THESE FRAGMENTS SHOW CLEARLY THAT THE GOSPEL WAS DESIGNED TO SUPPORT A PARTICULAR SET OF VIEWS. THEY ENABLE US ALSO TO DISTINGUISH IT FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS, FOR, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE ACCOUNTS OF THE BAPTISM IN THE TWO ARE QUITE DIFFERENT. THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE TWELVE, OR ‘OF THE TWELVE’, MENTIONED BY ORIGEN, AMBROSE AND JEROME, IS IDENTIFIED BY ZAHN WITH THE EBIONITE GOSPEL. HE MAKES A GOOD CASE FOR THE IDENTIFICATION. IF THE TWO ARE NOT IDENTICAL, IT CAN ONLY BE SAID THAT WE KNOW NOTHING OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE TWELVE. THE TITLE FOR CERTAIN COPTIC FRAGMENTS OF NARRATIVES OF THE [SEXLESS] PASSION ARE DESCRIBED IN THEIR PROPER PLACE IN THIS COLLECTION: BUT NO ONE HAS BEEN FOUND TO FOLLOW HIS LEAD.
THE SEQUENCE OF FOUR FRAGMENTS ARRANGED IN THE ORDER OF VIELHAUER & STRECKER FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL ARE AS FOLLOWS: 1) IT CAME TO PASS IN THE DAYS OF HEROD, KING OF JUDAEA UNDER THE HIGH PRIEST CAIAPHAS, THAT JOHN CAME AND BAPTIZED WITH THE BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE IN THE RIVER JORDAN, HE IS SAID TO BE FROM THE TRIBE OF AARON AND A SON OF ZACHARIAS THE PRIEST AND OF ELIZABETH AND ALL WENT OUT TO HIM. (13.6) AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN JOHN BAPTIZED, THAT THE PHARISEES CAME TO HIM AND WERE BAPTIZED, AND ALL JERUSALEM ALSO. HE HAD A GARMENT OF CAMELS' HAIR, AND A LEATHER GIRDLE ABOUT HIS LOINS. AND HIS MEAT WAS WILD HONEY, WHICH TASTED LIKE MANNA, FORMED LIKE CAKES OF OIL. (13.4) THE PEOPLE HAVING BEEN BAPTIZED, JESUS CAME ALSO, AND WAS BAPTIZED BY JOHN. AND AS HE CAME OUT OF THE WATER THE HEAVENS OPENED, AND HE SAW THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDING UNDER THE FORM OF A DOVE, AND ENTERING INTO HIM. AND A VOICE WAS HEARD FROM HEAVEN: 'THOU ART MY BELOVED SON, AND IN THEE AM I WELL PLEASED'. AND AGAIN: 'THIS DAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN THEE'. AND SUDDENLY SHONE A GREAT LIGHT IN THAT PLACE. AND JOHN SEEING HIM, SAID, 'WHO ART THOU, LORD'? THEN A VOICE WAS HEARD FROM HEAVEN: 'THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED'. THEREAT JOHN FELL AT HIS FEET AND SAID: 'I PRAY THEE, LORD, BAPTIZE ME'. BUT HE WOULD NOT, SAYING 'SUFFER IT, FOR SO IT BEHOOVES THAT ALL SHOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED'. (13.7) 
2) "THERE WAS A MAN NAMED JESUS, AND HE WAS ABOUT THIRTY YEARS OLD, HE HAS CHOSEN US. AND HE CAME INTO CAPERNAUM AND ENTERED INTO THE HOUSE OF SIMON, SURNAMED PETER, AND HE OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SAID, 'AS I WALKED BY THE SEA OF TIBERIAS, I CHOSE JOHN AND JAMES, THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE, AND SIMON AND ANDREW AND THADDAEUS AND SIMON ZELOTES, AND JUDAS ISCARIOT, THEE ALSO, MATTHEW, WHEN THOU WAST SITTING AT THE RECEIPT OF CUSTOM, DID I CALL AND THOU DIDST FOLLOW ME. ACCORDING TO MY [SEXLESS] INTENTION YE SHALL BE TWELVE APOSTLES FOR A TESTIMONY UNTO ISRAEL'." (13.2–3) 
3) "THEY SAY THAT HE WAS NOT BEGOTTEN OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], BUT CREATED [FORMER GLORY] AS ONE OF THE ARCHANGELS...THAT HE RULES OVER THE ANGELS AND ALL THE CREATURES OF THE ALMIGHTY, AND THAT HE CAME AND DECLARED, AS THEIR GOSPEL, WHICH IS CALLED ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS, REPORTS: 'I AM COME TO ABOLISH THE SACRIFICES, IF YE CEASE NOT FROM SACRIFICING, THE WRATH WILL NOT CEASE FROM YOU'." (16.4–5) 
4) "THEY DESTROYED THE TRUE ORDER AND CHANGED THE PASSAGE...THEY MADE THE DISCIPLES SAY, 'WHERE WILT THOU THAT WE PREPARE FOR THEE TO EAT THE PASSOVER'? TO WHICH HE REPLIED: 'I HAVE NO [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO EAT THE [SEXLESS] FLESH OF THIS PASCHAL LAMB WITH YOU'." (22.4) 
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE EGYPTIANS
ORIGEN, IN HIS FIRST HOMILY ON LUKE, SPEAKS OF THOSE WHO ‘TOOK IN HAND’ OR ‘ATTEMPTED’ TO WRITE GOSPELS, AS LUKE SAYS IN HIS PROLOGUE. THESE, HE SAYS, CAME TO THE TASK RASHLY, WITHOUT THE NEEDFUL GIFTS OF GRACE, UNLIKE MATTHEW, MARK, JOHN, AND LUKE HIMSELF. SUCH WERE THOSE WHO COMPOSED THE GOSPEL WHICH IS WRITTEN ‘ACCORDING TO THE EGYPTIANS’ AND THE GOSPEL ENTITLED ‘OF THE TWELVE’. APART FROM THIS THERE ARE BUT FEW MENTIONS OF THE BOOK. A SERIES OF PASSAGES FROM CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA IS OUR CHIEF SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE. THEY ARE AS FOLLOWS: CLEM. ALEX. STROM. III. 9. 64. WHENCE IT IS WITH REASON THAT AFTER THE WORD HAD TOLD ABOUT THE END, SALOME SAITH: UNTIL WHEN SHALL MEN CONTINUE TO DIE? NOW THE HOLY SCRIPTURE SPEAKS OF MAN IN TWO SENSES, THE ONE THAT IS SEEN, AND THE SOUL: AND AGAIN, OF HIM THAT IS IN A STATE OF SALVATION, AND HIM THAT IS NOT: AND [SEXUAL] SIN IS CALLED THE DEATH OF THE SOUL, AND IT IS ADVISEDLY THAT THE LORD MAKES ANSWER: SO LONG AS WOMEN BEAR CHILDREN. 66. AND WHY DO NOT THEY WHO WALK BY ANYTHING RATHER THAN THE TRUE RULE OF THE GOSPEL GO ON TO QUOTE THE REST OF THAT WHICH WAS SAID TO SALOME: FOR WHEN SHE HAD SAID, ‘I HAVE DONE WELL, THEN, IN NOT BEARING CHILDREN?’, AS IF CHILDBEARING WERE NOT THE RIGHT THING TO ACCEPT, THE LORD ANSWERS AND SAYS: EVERY PLANT EAT THOU, BUT THAT WHICH HATH BITTERNESS EAT NOT. III. 13. 92. WHEN SALOME INQUIRED WHEN THE THINGS CONCERNING WHICH SHE ASKED SHOULD BE KNOWN, THE LORD SAID: WHEN YE HAVE TRAMPLED ON THE GARMENT OF SHAME, AND WHEN THE TWO BECOME ONE AND THE MALE WITH THE FEMALE IS NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE. IN THE FIRST PLACE, THEN, WE, HAVE NOT THIS SAYING IN THE FOUR GOSPELS THAT HAVE BEEN DELIVERED TO US, BUT IN THAT ACCORDING TO THE EGYPTIANS. THE SO-CALLED SECOND EPISTLE OF CLEMENT HAS THIS, IN A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT FORM, C. XII. 2: FOR THE LORD HIMSELF BEING ASKED BY SOME ONE WHEN HIS KINGDOM SHOULD COME, SAID: WHEN THE TWO SHALL BE ONE, AND THE OUTSIDE, THAT WHICH IS WITHOUT, AS THE INSIDE, THAT WHICH IS WITHIN, AND THE MALE WITH THE FEMALE NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE. THERE ARE ALLUSIONS TO THE SAYING IN THE APOCRYPHAL ACTS. III. 6. 45. THE LORD SAID TO SALOME WHEN SHE INQUIRED: HOW LONG SHALL DEATH PREVAIL? ‘AS LONG AS YE WOMEN BEAR CHILDREN’, NOT BECAUSE LIFE IS AN ILL, AND THE CREATION EVIL: BUT AS SHOWING THE SEQUENCE OF [HUMAN] NATURE: FOR IN ALL CASES BIRTH IS FOLLOWED BY DECAY. EXCERPTS FROM THEODOTUS, 67. AND WHEN THE SAVIOR SAYS TO SALOME THAT THERE SHALL BE DEATH AS LONG AS WOMEN BEAR CHILDREN, HE DID NOT SAY IT AS ABUSING BIRTH, FOR THAT IS NECESSARY FOR THE SALVATION OF BELIEVERS. STROM. III. 9. 63. BUT THOSE WHO SET THEMSELVES AGAINST GOD’S CREATION BECAUSE OF CONTINENCE, WHICH HAS A FAIR-SOUNDING NAME, QUOTE ALSO THOSE WORDS WHICH WERE SPOKEN TO SALOME, OF WHICH I MADE MENTION BEFORE. THEY ARE CONTAINED, I [SEXLESSLY] THINK, OR I TAKE IT, IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE EGYPTIANS. FOR THEY SAY THAT ‘THE SAVIOR HIMSELF SAID: I CAME TO DESTROY THE WORKS OF THE FEMALE’. BY FEMALE HE MEANS [SEXUAL] LUST [JAMES 1:14-15]: BY WORKS, BIRTH AND DECAY. HIPPOLYTUS AGAINST HERESIES, V. 7. THE NAASSENES, SAY THAT THE SOUL IS VERY HARD TO FIND AND TO PERCEIVE, FOR IT DOES NOT CONTINUE IN THE SAME FASHION OR SHAPE OR IN ONE EMOTION SO THAT ONE CAN EITHER DESCRIBE IT OR COMPREHEND IT IN ESSENCE. AND THEY HAVE THESE VARIOUS CHANGES OF THE SOUL, SET FORTH IN THE GOSPEL ENTITLED ACCORDING TO THE EGYPTIANS. EPIPHANIUS, HERESY LXII. 2 SABELLIANS. THEIR WHOLE DECEIT, [SEXUAL] ERROR, AND THE STRENGTH OF IT THEY DRAW [WRONGFULLY HANDLING THE TRUTH IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32 & 2ND CORINTHIANS 4:2] FROM SOME APOCRYPHAL BOOKS, ESPECIALLY FROM WHAT IS CALLED THE EGYPTIAN GOSPEL, TO WHICH SOME HAVE GIVEN THAT NAME. FOR IN IT MANY SUCHLIKE THINGS ARE RECORDED, OR ATTRIBUTED, AS FROM THE PERSON OF THE SAVIOUR, SAID IN A CORNER, PURPORTING THAT HE SHOWED HIS DISCIPLES THAT THE SAME PERSON WAS FATHER [STEPHEN], SON [JESUS], AND HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN]. ALL THIS GOES TO SHOW THAT THIS GOSPEL WAS A SECONDARY WORK WITH A DISTINCT DOCTRINAL TENDENCY. IT RESEMBLES THE LATER GNOSTIC BOOKS SUCH AS THE PISTIS SOPHIA IN ASSIGNING AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE DIALOGUES WITH CHRIST TO THE FEMALE DISCIPLES.
THE GOSPEL OF PHILIP
ONE MENTION AND CITATION OF THIS OCCURS IN EPIPHANIUS, HERESY XXVI. 13. SPEAKING OF THE ‘GNOSTICS’ OF EGYPT IN HIS TIME, 4TH CENTURY, HE SAYS: THEY PRODUCE A GOSPEL FORGED IN THE NAME OF PHILIP THE HOLY DISCIPLE, WHICH SAYS: THE LORD REVEALED UNTO ME WHAT THE SOUL MUST SAY AS IT GOETH UP INTO HEAVEN, AND HOW IT MUST ANSWER EACH OF THE POWERS ABOVE. ‘I HAVE TAKEN KNOWLEDGE, IT SAITH, OF MYSELF, AND HAVE GATHERED MYSELF TOGETHER OUT OF EVERY QUARTER AND HAVE NOT BEGOTTEN, SOWN, CHILDREN UNTO THE RULER, BUT HAVE ROOTED OUT HIS ROOTS AND GATHERED TOGETHER THE MEMBERS THAT WERE SCATTERED ABROAD. AND I KNOW THEE WHO THOU ART, FOR I, IT SAITH, AM OF THEM THAT ARE FROM ABOVE.’ A VERY LEADING GNOSTIC DOCTRINE WAS THAT THE SOUL CONTAINED SPARKS OF THE DIVINE, WHICH WERE DISPERSED ABOUT AMONG THE WORLD OF MATTER [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE], AND MUST BE COLLECTED, DESTINED AS THEY WERE SOME DAY TO BE REMOVED OUT OF THE [SEXUAL] INFLUENCE OF MATTER AND TAKEN UP INTO THE HIGHER WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE]. THIS IS ENUNCIATED HERE. IN THE PISTIS SOPHIA PHILIP IS ONE OF THE DISCIPLES WHO ARE SPECIALLY ORDERED TO WRITE THE REVELATIONS UTTERED BY CHRIST.
MUCH OF THE GOSPEL OF PHILIP IS CONCERNED WITH GNOSTIC VIEWS OF THE ORIGIN AND [SEXLESS] NATURE OF MANKIND AND THE SACRAMENTS OF BAPTISM, UNCTION AND MARRIAGE. THE GOSPEL EMPHASIZES THE SACRAMENTAL [DIVINE] NATURE OF THE EMBRACE BETWEEN MAN AND WOMAN IN THE NUPTIAL CHAMBER, WHICH IS AN ARCHETYPE OF SPIRITUAL UNITY, WHICH ENTAILS THE INDISSOLUBLE [DIVINE] NATURE OF MARRIAGE. 1) THE LORD SAID, "BLESSED IS HE WHO IS BEFORE HE CAME INTO BEING. FOR HE WHO IS, HAS BEEN AND SHALL BE." HE WHO HAS KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH IS A FREE MAN, BUT THE FREE MAN DOES NOT [SEXUALLY] SIN, FOR "HE WHO [SEXUALLY] SINS IS THE SLAVE OF [SEXUAL] SIN" (JOHN 8:34). TRUTH IS THE MOTHER [VICTORIA], KNOWLEDGE THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. ECHAMOTH IS ONE THING AND ECHMOTH, ANOTHER. ECHAMOTH IS WISDOM SIMPLY, BUT ECHMOTH IS THE WISDOM OF DEATH, WHICH IS THE ONE WHO KNOWS DEATH, WHICH IS CALLED "THE LITTLE WISDOM". THOSE WHO SAY THEY WILL DIE FIRST AND THEN RISE ARE IN [SEXUAL] ERROR. IF THEY DO NOT FIRST RECEIVE THE RESURRECTION WHILE THEY LIVE, WHEN THEY DIE, THEY WILL RECEIVE NOTHING. (COMPARE WITH TRANSLATION PROVIDED BY THE NAG HAMMADI LIBRARY: "THOSE WHO SAY THAT THE LORD DIED FIRST AND THEN ROSE UP ARE IN [SEXUAL] ERROR, FOR HE ROSE UP FIRST AND THEN DIED." JESUS CAME TO CRUCIFY THE WORLD. JESUS TOOK THEM ALL BY STEALTH, FOR HE DID NOT APPEAR AS HE WAS, BUT IN THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO SEE HIM. HE APPEARED TO THEM ALL. HE APPEARED TO THE GREAT AS GREAT. HE APPEARED TO THE SMALL AS SMALL. HE APPEARED TO THE ANGELS AS AN ANGEL, AND TO MEN AS A MAN. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR ANYONE TO SEE ANYTHING OF THE THINGS THAT ACTUALLY EXIST UNLESS HE BECOMES LIKE THEM...YOU SAW THE SPIRIT, YOU, BECAME SPIRIT. YOU SAW CHRIST, YOU, BECAME CHRIST. YOU SAW THE FATHER [STEPHEN], YOU, SHALL BECOME FATHER [STEPHEN]. SO, IN THIS PLACE YOU SEE EVERYTHING AND DO NOT SEE YOURSELF, BUT IN THAT PLACE, YOU, DO SEE YOURSELF, AND WHAT YOU SEE YOU SHALL BECOME. ADAM CAME INTO BEING FROM TWO VIRGINS, FROM THE SPIRIT AND FROM THE VIRGIN EARTH. CHRIST THEREFORE, WAS BORN FROM A VIRGIN TO RECTIFY THE [SEXUAL] FALL WHICH OCCURRED IN THE BEGINNING. 
ANOTHER INTERPRETATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PHILIP FINDS JESUS AS THE CENTRAL FOCUS OF THE TEXT. EVIDENCE FOR THIS BELIEF CAN BE FOUND IN THE FOLLOWING SELECTION OF QUOTATIONS FROM THE GOSPEL: 2) THOSE WHO PRODUCE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS] AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN] ...[ARE] NO LONGER A CHRISTIAN BUT [ARE] CHRIST. "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY, O LORD, HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?" (MARK 15:34). IT WAS ON THE CROSS THAT HE SAID THESE [SEXLESS] WORDS, FOR HE HAD DEPARTED FROM THAT PLACE. 
THE GOSPEL OF PHILIP ENDS WITH ITS PROMISE: 4) IF ANYONE BECOMES A 'SON OF THE BRIDECHAMBER' HE WILL RECEIVE THE LIGHT. IF ANYONE DOES NOT RECEIVE IT WHILE HE IS IN THESE PLACES, HE CANNOT RECEIVE IT IN THE OTHER PLACE. HE WHO RECEIVES ANY LIGHT WILL NOT BE SEEN, NOR CAN HE BE HELD FAST. NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO TROUBLE HIM IN THIS WAY, WHETHER HE LIVES IN THE WORLD OR LEAVES THE WORLD. HE HAS ALREADY RECEIVED THE TRUTH IN IMAGES, AND THE WORLD HAS BECOME THE AEON. FOR THE AEON ALREADY EXISTS FOR HIM AS PLEROMA, AND HE EXISTS IN THIS WAY. IT IS REVEALED TO HIM ALONE, SINCE IT IS NOT HIDDEN IN DARKNESS AND NIGHT BUT IS HIDDEN IN A PERFECT DAY AND A HOLY NIGHT. 
MARY MAGDALENE: MUCH OF THE GOSPEL OF PHILIP IS DEDICATED TO A DISCUSSION OF DATING RELATIONSHIP AS A SACRED MYSTERY, AND TWO PASSAGES DIRECTLY REFER TO MARY MAGDALENE AND HER CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS: 5) THERE WERE THREE WHO ALWAYS WALKED WITH THE LORD: MARY, HIS MOTHER, AND HER SISTER, AND MAGDALENE, THE ONE WHO WAS CALLED HIS COMPANION. HIS SISTER AND HIS MOTHER AND HIS COMPANION WERE EACH A MARY.  
THE OTHER PASSAGE, PURPORTEDLY REFERRING TO JESUS KISSING MARY MAGDALENE, IS INCOMPLETE BECAUSE OF DAMAGE TO THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT. SEVERAL WORDS ARE MISSING. GUESSES AS TO WHAT THEY WERE ARE SHOWN BELOW IN BRACKETS. MOST NOTABLY THERE IS A HOLE IN THE MANUSCRIPT AFTER THE PHRASE "AND USED TO KISS HER [OFTEN] ON HER... [CHEEK, HAND OR FOREHEAD]" THE THEORY THAT JESUS CHRIST HAD MARRIED MARY MAGDALENE & HAVING A CHILD TOGETHER IS ETERNAL BULLSHIT! THIS IS BECAUSE IF JESUS HAD KISSED HER ON THE MOUTH OR LIPS, IT WOULD HAVE CONSTITUTED THE STONING [SEXLESS] LAWS OF HIM EVENTUALLY BEING STONED, WHICH THIS NEVER HAPPEN & IN THE MARRIAGE DUTY IS TO SHOW THIS KIND OF [SEXLESS] AFFECTION TO YOUR WIFE, BUT JESUS CHRIST NEVER MARRIED ON THE EARTH IN JOHN 8:1-11. BUT THE PASSAGE APPEARS TO DESCRIBE JESUS KISSING MAGDALENE, APPARENTLY DESCRIBED AS "BARREN" AND "THE MOTHER OF THE [SEXLESS] ANGELS" AT THE BEGINNING OF THE RELEVANT PARAGRAPH AND USING A PARABLE TO EXPLAIN TO THE DISCIPLES WHY HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HER MORE THAN HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED THEM: 6) AS FOR WISDOM WHO IS CALLED "THE BARREN", SHE IS THE MOTHER [OF THE] ANGELS. AND THE COMPANION OF THE [...] MARY MAGDALENE. [... LOVED] HER MORE THAN [ALL] THE DISCIPLES [AND USED TO] KISS HER [OFTEN] ON HER [...]. THE REST OF [THE DISCIPLES...] THEY SAID TO HIM, "WHY DO YOU [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HER MORE THAN ALL OF US?" THE SAVIOR ANSWERED AND SAID TO THEM, "WHY DO I NOT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU LIKE HER? WHEN A BLIND MAN AND ONE WHO SEES ARE BOTH TOGETHER IN THE DARKNESS, THEY ARE NO DIFFERENT FROM ONE ANOTHER. WHEN THE LIGHT COMES, THEN HE WHO SEES WILL SEE THE LIGHT, AND HE WHO IS BLIND WILL REMAIN IN DARKNESS. 
THE GOSPEL OF MATTHIAS ALSO CALLED THE TRADITIONS OF MATTHIAS
ORIGEN ON LUKE (HOM. 1) SAYS THAT HE KNOWS OF A GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHIAS. AMBROSE AND JEROME, IT SEEMS, REPEAT HIS STATEMENT. EUSEBIUS ALSO MENTIONS THE BOOK: NONE OF THESE GIVE MORE THAN THE BARE NAME. IN THE GELASIAN DECREE IT IS DAMNED, WHICH NEED NOT MEAN THAT IT WAS KNOWN TO THE DAMNER. IT ALSO OCCURS IN THE GREEK ‘LIST OF THE SIXTY BOOKS’. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THIS BOOK WAS IDENTICAL WITH THE TRADITIONS OF MATTHIAS, A WRITING OF WHICH CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA SPEAKS IN THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES: STROM. II. 9. 45. THE BEGINNING OF TRUTH IS TO WONDER AT THINGS, AS PLATO SAYS IN THE THEAETETUS, AND MATTHIAS IN THE TRADITIONS, ADVISING US: WONDER THOU AT THE THINGS THAT ARE BEFORE THEE: MAKING THIS THE FIRST STEP TO FURTHER KNOWLEDGE. III. 4. 26. THE GNOSTICS SAY THAT MATTHIAS ALSO TAUGHT THUS: THAT WE SHOULD FIGHT WITH THE FLESH AND ABUSE IT, NOT YIELDING TO IT AT ALL FOR LICENTIOUS [SEXUAL] PLEASURE, BUT SHOULD MAKE THE SOUL GROW BY FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE. VII. 13. 82. THEY SAY THAT IN THE TRADITIONS MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE SAID THAT ON EVERY OCCASION, IF THE NEIGHBOUR OF A CHOSEN ONE [SEXUAL] SIN, THE CHOSEN ONE HATH [SEXUALLY] SINNED: FOR HAD HE BEHAVED HIMSELF AS THE WORD ENJOINS, THE NEIGHBOUR ALSO WOULD HAVE BEEN ASHAMED OF HIS WAY OF LIFE, SO AS NOT TO [SEXUALLY] SIN. THIS, TOO, IS [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT BY ZAHN TO BE TRACEABLE TO THE SAME SOURCE: STROM. IV. 6. 35. IT IS SAID THAT ZACCHAEUS, OR, AS SOME SAY, MATTHIAS, THE CHIEF PUBLICAN, WHEN HE HAD HEARD THE LORD, WHO CONDESCENDED TO COME TO HIM, SAID: BEHOLD, THE HALF OF MY GOODS I GIVE IN ALMS, LORD: AND IF I HAVE DEFRAUDED ANY MAN OF OUGHT, I RESTORE IT FOURFOLD. WHEREUPON ALSO THE SAVIOR SAID: THE SON OF MAN IS COME TODAY AND HATH FOUND THAT WHICH WAS LOST. HIPPOLYTUS TELLS US THAT THE HERETICS BASILIDES AND ISIDORUS, HIS SON, ASSERTED THAT MATTHIAS HAD SPOKEN UNTO THEM CERTAIN SECRET WORDS WHICH HE HAD HEARD FROM THE SAVIOR, BEING TAUGHT BY HIM APART.
THE GOSPEL OF PETER
THE TWO FRAGMENTS WHICH WE POSSESS OF THE TEXT OF THIS BOOK WILL BE FOUND AMONG THE [SEXLESS] PASSION NARRATIVES AND THE APOCALYPSES RESPECTIVELY. HERE I PLACE THE NOTICES OF IT THAT ARE FOUND IN THE CHURCH WRITERS. THERE ARE BUT THREE. ORIGEN ON MATTHEW, 10:17. THEY OF NAZARETH [SEXUAL] THOUGHT THAT JESUS, WAS THE SON OF JOSEPH AND MARY: BUT THE BROTHERS OF JESUS SOME, FOUNDING ON A TRADITION OF THE GOSPEL ENTITLED ACCORDING TO PETER OR OF THE BOOK OF JAMES, SAY WERE SONS OF JOSEPH BY A FORMER WIFE WHO HAD LIVED WITH HIM BEFORE MARY. THE BOOK OF JAMES IS THE SO-CALLED PROTEVANGELIUM. EUSEBIUS, ECCL. HIST. VI. 12, TREATING OF SERAPION, BISHOP OF ANTIOCH, ABOUT 190 AD, SAYS: THERE IS ANOTHER TREATISE COMPOSED BY HIM ABOUT THE GOSPEL CALLED ‘ACCORDING TO PETER’, WHICH HE DREW UP TO EXPOSE THE FALSE STATEMENTS CONTAINED IN IT, FOR THE BENEFIT OF SOME MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH AT RHOSSUS, WHO BY THE MEANS OF THE AFORESAID BOOK HAD SUCCUMBED TO UNORTHODOX DOCTRINES. OF THIS IT WILL BE WELL TO ADDUCE SOME PASSAGES IN WHICH HE STATES HIS VIEW OF THE BOOK, WRITING THUS: FOR WE, BRETHREN, ACCEPT PETER AND THE OTHER APOSTLES AS WE WOULD CHRIST, BUT, AS EXPERIENCED MEN, WE, REPUDIATE WHAT IS FALSELY WRITTEN UNDER THEIR NAME, KNOWING THAT WE HAVE NOT HAD ANY SUCH THINGS DELIVERED TO US. FOR I, WHEN I WAS WITH YOU, SUPPOSED THAT ALL OF YOU ADHERED TO THE RIGHT FAITH, AND, NOT HAVING GONE THROUGH THE GOSPEL WHICH THEY PRODUCED UNDER THE NAME OF PETER, I SAID: IF THIS IS ALL THAT SEEMS TO CAUSE YOU SCRUPLES, LET IT BE READ. BUT NOW THAT I HAVE LEARNED FROM WHAT HAS BEEN TOLD ME, THAT SOMEWHAT OF HERESY WAS NESTING IN THEIR MIND, LIT. THEIR MIND HAD ITS LAIR IN A CERTAIN HERESY, I WILL TAKE CARE TO COME TO YOU AGAIN: SO, BRETHREN, EXPECT ME SOON. BUT YOU, WHO HAVE COMPREHENDED OF WHAT MANNER OF HERESY MARCION, GREEK MARCIANUS, WAS, AND HOW HE CONTRADICTED HIMSELF, NOT UNDERSTANDING WHAT HE UTTERED, WILL LEARN THE TRUTH FROM WHAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN TO YOU, IN THIS TREATISE. FOR WE HAVE BEEN ENABLED TO BORROW THIS VERY GOSPEL FROM OTHERS WHO USED IT, NAMELY, THE SUCCESSORS OF THOSE WHO WERE ITS AUTHORS, LIT. BEGAN IT, WHOM WE CALL DOCETAE, SEEMERS, FOR MOST OF THEIR NOTIONS BELONG TO THAT SCHOOL, AND TO GO THROUGH IT, AND TO FIND THAT MOST OF IT IS OF THE RIGHT TEACHING, WORD OF THE SAVIOR, BUT SOME THINGS ARE ADVENTITIOUS, A LIST OF WHICH WE HAVE DRAWN UP FOR YOU. EUSEBIUS (III. 3. 2) ALSO NAMES THE GOSPEL, WITH THE ACTS, APOCALYPSE, AND PREACHING OF PETER, AS A WRITING NOT HANDED DOWN AMONG THE ‘CATHOLIC’ HOLY SCRIPTURES, AND NOT USED AS TESTIMONY BY ANCIENT OR MODERN CHURCH WRITERS. THEODORET (OF HERETICAL FABLES, II. 2) SAYS: ‘THE NAZARAEANS ARE JEWS WHO KNOW CHRIST AS A RIGHTEOUS MAN, AND USE THE GOSPEL CALLED “ACCORDING TO PETER”.’ WHAT WE KNOW OF THE GOSPEL AND OF THE NAZARENES FORBIDS US TO GIVE CREDENCE TO THIS STATEMENT.
THE ACCOUNT IN PETER TELLS THAT THE SUPPOSED WRITER AND OTHER DISCIPLES HID BECAUSE THEY WERE BEING SOUGHT ON SUSPICION OF [SEXUALLY] PLOTTING TO SET FIRE TO THE TEMPLE, AND TOTALLY REJECTS ANY POSSIBILITY OF THEIR DISLOYALTY. THE CENTURION WHO KEPT WATCH AT THE TOMB IS GIVEN THE NAME PETRONIUS. DETAILS OF THE SEALING OF THE TOMB, REQUESTED OF PILATE BY THE ELDERS OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY, ELABORATES UPON MATTHEW 27:66, "SO THEY WENT, AND MADE THE SEPULCHER SURE, SEALING THE STONE, AND SETTING A WATCH", SAYING INSTEAD: "AND PILATE GAVE THEM PETRONIUS THE CENTURION WITH SOLDIERS TO GUARD THE TOMB. AND WITH THEM CAME ELDERS AND SCRIBES TO THE SEPULCHER, AND HAVING ROLLED A GREAT STONE TOGETHER WITH THE CENTURION AND THE SOLDIERS, THEY ALL WHO WERE THERE TOGETHER SET IT AT THE DOOR OF THE SEPULCHER, AND THEY AFFIXED SEVEN SEALS AND PITCHED A TENT THERE AND GUARDED IT. AND EARLY IN THE MORNING AS THE SABBATH WAS DRAWING ON, THERE CAME A MULTITUDE FROM JERUSALEM AND THE REGION ROUND ABOUT, THAT THEY MIGHT SEE THE SEPULCHER THAT WAS SEALED." MOST IMPORTANTLY, THE RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION, WHICH ARE DESCRIBED IN DETAIL, ARE NOT TREATED AS SEPARATE EVENTS, BUT OCCUR ON THE SAME DAY: "9. AND IN THE NIGHT IN WHICH THE LORD’S DAY WAS DRAWING ON, AS THE SOLDIERS KEPT GUARD TWO BY TWO IN A WATCH, THERE WAS A GREAT VOICE IN THE HEAVEN, AND THEY SAW THE HEAVENS OPENED, AND TWO MEN DESCEND WITH A GREAT LIGHT AND APPROACH THE TOMB. AND THE STONE THAT WAS PUT AT THE DOOR ROLLED OF ITSELF AND MADE WAY IN PART, AND THE TOMB WAS OPENED, AND BOTH THE YOUNG MEN ENTERED IN. 10. WHEN THEREFORE THOSE SOLDIERS SAW IT, THEY AWAKENED THE CENTURION AND THE ELDERS, FOR THEY TOO WERE CLOSE BY KEEPING GUARD. AND AS THEY DECLARED WHAT THINGS THEY HAD SEEN, AGAIN THEY SAW THREE MEN COME FORTH FROM THE TOMB, AND TWO OF THEM SUPPORTING ONE, AND A CROSS FOLLOWING THEM. AND THE HEADS OF THE TWO REACHED TO HEAVEN, BUT THE HEAD OF HIM WHO WAS LED BY THEM OVERPASSED THE HEAVENS. AND THEY HEARD A VOICE FROM THE HEAVENS, SAYING, YOU, HAVE PREACHED TO THEM THAT SLEEP. AND A RESPONSE WAS HEARD FROM THE CROSS, YES." 
THE GOSPEL OF THOMAS
THE INFANCY GOSPEL CURRENT UNDER THE NAME OF THOMAS IS ALSO GIVEN BELOW. THE ANCIENT TESTIMONIES, AS IN THE CASE OF PETER, ARE PLACED HERE. WE ARE NOT ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN THAT OUR GOSPEL OF THOMAS IS A FORM OF THE OLDER ONE, THOUGH THE ONE QUOTATION WE HAVE OF THE LATTER COINCIDES CURIOUSLY WITH THE SUBJECT OF THE FORMER. THERE IS VERY LITTLE DOUBT THAT OUR GOSPEL IS THE SKELETON OF THE OLD ONE, THE STORIES RETAINED AND THE UNORTHODOX DISCOURSES CUT OUT. ORIGEN SAYS (HOM. 1 ON LUKE): THERE IS ALSO CURRENT THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THOMAS. HIPPOLYTUS AGAINST HERESIES, V. 7. THE NAASSENES SPEAK OF A [SEXLESS] NATURE OF MAN AT ONCE HIDDEN AND MANIFESTING ITSELF, WHICH THEY SAY IS WITHIN MAN, AND IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN THAT IS SOUGHT AFTER: AND THEY DELIVER THIS CONCERNING IT, EXPRESSLY, IN THE GOSPEL ENTITLED ACCORDING TO THOMAS, IN THESE WORDS: HE THAT SEEKETH ME WILL FIND ME IN CHILDREN FROM SEVEN YEARS OLD AND UPWARDS: FOR THERE AM I MANIFESTED, WHO AM HIDDEN IN THE FOURTEENTH AGE (AEON). OUR GOSPEL OF THOMAS TELLS OF THE ACTS OF JESUS AT FIVE, SIX, AND EIGHT YEARS OF AGE: THE NAMING OF THE AGE MAY ORIGINALLY HAVE BEEN SIGNIFICANT. THE FRAGMENT SEEMS TO INDICATE THAT THE YEARS FROM SEVEN TO FOURTEEN WERE A PERIOD OF MYSTIC IMPORTANCE. CYRIL OF JERUSALEM (A.D. 348) SPEAKS OF THIS BOOK AS A MANICHAEAN PRODUCTION. VERY LIKELY THE MANICHAEANS USED IT, BUT IT WAS OLDER THAN THEIR SECT. HE SAYS (CATECH. IV. 36): AND OF THE NEW TESTAMENT READ THE FOUR GOSPELS ONLY. THE OTHERS ARE APOCRYPHAL PSEUDEPIGRAPHIC. THE MANICHAEANS ALSO WROTE A GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THOMAS, WHICH, THOUGH COLORED WITH THE FRAGRANCE OF A GOSPEL-NAME, [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTS THE SOULS OF THE SIMPLER. IB. VI. 31. LET NO ONE READ THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THOMAS, FOR IT IS NOT BY ONE OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES, BUT BY ONE OF THE 3 SEXUAL DISCIPLES OF MANES. EUSEBIUS NAMES IT AMONG UNDOUBTEDLY SPURIOUS BOOKS. THE STICHOMETRY OF NICEPHORUS ASSIGNS IT 1,300 LINES. IRENAEUS (I. 13. 1) SAYS THAT THE MARCOSIAN SECT SUPPORT THEIR DOCTRINES BY A VAST NUMBER OF APOCRYPHAL WRITINGS. ‘THEY ADDUCE, TOO, THIS FALSE INVENTION, THAT WHEN THE LORD AS A CHILD WAS LEARNING THE ALPHABET, AND HIS TEACHER SAID, AS THE CUSTOM IS: SAY ALPHA; HE ANSWERED: ALPHA. BUT WHEN THE TEACHER BADE HIM SAY BETA, THE LORD ANSWERED: FIRST TELL THOU ME WHAT ALPHA IS, AND THEN WILL I TELL THEE WHAT BETA IS. AND THIS THEY INTERPRET AS MEANING THAT HE ALONE KNEW THE UNKNOWN MYSTERY, WHICH HE MANIFESTED IN THE FORM OF ALPHA.’ IT SEEMS PROBABLE FROM IRENAEUS’S LANGUAGE THAT THE MARCOSIANS TOOK THIS FROM AN APOCRYPHAL WRITING. THERE IS NOT MUCH DOUBT THAT WAS THE GOSPEL OF THOMAS. THE STORY OCCURS IN TEXT A, C. VI, AND IN ALL INFANCY GOSPELS IN SOME FORM. IT IS ALSO TOLD SHORTLY IN THE EPISTLE OF THE APOSTLES, C. 4: 
THE HEBREW VERSION OF THE GOSPEL OF THOMAS
AND HE SAID, “WHOEVER DISCOVERS THE INTERPRETATION OF THESE SAYINGS WILL NOT TASTE DEATH.” JESUS SAID, “LET ONE WHO SEEKS NOT STOP SEEKING UNTIL ONES FINDS. WHEN ONE FINDS, ONE, WILL BE TROUBLED. WHEN ONE IS TROUBLED, ONE, WILL MARVEL. AND WILL REIGN OVER ALL.” JESUS SAID, “IF YOUR LEADERS SAY TO YOU, ‘LOOK, THE KINGDOM IS IN HEAVEN,’ THEN THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN WILL PRECEDE YOU. IF THEY SAY TO YOU, ‘IT IS IN THE SEA,’ THEN THE FISH WILL PRECEDE YOU. WHEN YOU KNOW YOURSELVES, THEN YOU WILL BE KNOWN, AND YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THAT YOU ARE CHILDREN OF THE LIVING FATHER [STEPHEN]. BUT IF YOU DO NOT KNOW YOURSELVES, THEN YOU DWELL IN POVERTY, AND YOU ARE POVERTY. JESUS SAID, “THE PERSON OLD IN DAYS WILL NOT HESITATE TO ASK A LITTLE CHILD SEVEN DAYS OLD ABOUT THE PLACE OF LIFE [LORD STEVE], AND THAT PERSON WILL LIVE. FOR MANY [CALLED] OF THE FIRST WILL BE LAST, AND WILL BECOME A SINGLE ONE.” JESUS SAID, “KNOW WHAT IS IN FRONT OF YOUR FACE, AND WHAT IS HIDDEN FROM YOU WILL BE DISCLOSED TO YOU. FOR THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN THAT WILL NOT BE REVEALED.’” HIS DISCIPLES ASKED HIM AND SAID TO HIM, “DO YOU WANT US TO FAST? [TO THE FATHER STEPHEN] HOW SHOULD WE PRAY? [TO THE FATHER STEPHEN] SHOULD WE GIVE TO CHARITY [ALMS (SEXLESS) DEEDS]? [TO THE FATHER STEPHEN] WHAT DIET SHOULD WE OBSERVE?” [MODERATION TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. JESUS SAID, “DO NOT LIE, AND DO NOT DO WHAT YOU HATE, BECAUSE ALL THINGS ARE DISCLOSED BEFORE HEAVEN. FOR THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN THAT WILL NOT BE REVEALED, AND THERE IS NOTHING COVERED THAT WILL REMAIN UNDISCLOSED.” JESUS SAID, “BLESSED IS THE LION THAT THE HUMAN WILL EAT, SO THAT THE LION BECOMES HUMAN. AND CURSED IS THE HUMAN THAT THE LION WILL EAT, AND THE LION WILL BECOME HUMAN. AND HE SAID, “HUMANKIND IS LIKE A WISE FISHERMAN WHO CAST HIS NET INTO THE SEA AND DREW IT UP FROM THE SEA FULL OF LITTLE FISH. AMONG THEM THE WISE FISHERMAN DISCOVERED A FINE LARGE FISH. HE THREW ALL THE LITTLE FISH BACK INTO THE SEA AND WITH NO DIFFICULTY CHOSE THE LARGE FISH. WHOEVER HAS EARS TO HEAR SHOULD HEAR.” JESUS SAID, “LOOK, THE SOWER WENT OUT, TOOK A HANDFUL OF SEEDS, AND SCATTERED THEM. SOME FELL ON THE ROAD, AND THE BIRDS CAME AND PECKED THEM UP. OTHERS FELL ON ROCK, AND THEY DID NOT TAKE ROOT IN THE SOIL AND DID NOT PRODUCE HEADS OF GRAIN. OTHERS FELL ON THORNS, AND THEY CHOKED THE SEEDS AND WORMS DEVOURED THEM. AND OTHERS FELL ON GOOD SOIL, AND IT BROUGHT FORTH A GOOD CROP. IT YIELDED SIXTY PER MEASURE AND ONE HUNDRED TWENTY PER MEASURE.” JESUS SAID, “I HAVE THROWN FIRE UPON THE WORLD, AND LOOK, I AM [JOHN 8:58] WATCHING IT UNTIL IT BLAZES.” JESUS SAID, “THIS HEAVEN WILL PASS AWAY, AND THE ONE ABOVE IT WILL PASS AWAY. THE DEAD ARE NOT ALIVE, AND THE LIVING [REVELATION 22:2] WILL NOT DIE. DURING THE DAYS WHEN YOU ATE WHAT IS DEAD, YOU MADE IT ALIVE. WHEN YOU ARE IN THE LIGHT, WHAT WILL YOU DO? ON THE DAY WHEN YOU WERE ONE, YOU BECAME TWO. BUT WHEN YOU BECAME TWO, WHAT WILL YOU DO?” THE DISCIPLES SAID TO JESUS, “WE KNOW THAT YOU ARE GOING TO LEAVE US. WHO WILL BE OUR LEADER? JESUS SAID TO THEM, “NO MATTER WHERE YOU HAVE COME FROM, YOU ARE TO GO TO JAMES THE JUST, FOR WHOSE SAKE HEAVENS AND EARTH CAME INTO BEING.” JESUS SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, “COMPARE ME TO SOMETHING AND TELL ME WHAT I AM [JOHN 8:58] LIKE.” SIMON PETER SAID TO HIM, “YOU ARE LIKE A JUST MESSENGER.” MATTHEW SAID TO HIM, “YOU ARE LIKE A WISE PHILOSOPHER.” THOMAS SAID TO HIM, “TEACHER, MY MOUTH IS UTTERLY UNABLE TO SAY WHAT YOU ARE LIKE.” JESUS SAID, “I AM [JOHN 8:58] NOT YOUR TEACHER. BECAUSE YOU HAVE DRUNK, YOU HAVE BECOME [SEXUALLY] INTOXICATED FROM THE BUBBLING SPRING THAT I HAVE TENDED.” AND HE TOOK HIM, AND WITHDREW, AND SPOKE THREE SAYINGS TO HIM. WHEN THOMAS CAME BACK TO HIS FRIENDS, THEY ASKED HIM, “WHAT DID JESUS SAY TO YOU?” THOMAS SAID TO THEM, “IF I TELL YOU ONE OF THE SAYINGS, HE SPOKE TO ME, YOU, WILL PICK UP ROCKS AND STONE ME, AND FIRE WILL COME FROM THE ROCKS AND CONSUME YOU [JOHN 10:34-38].” JESUS SAID TO THEM, “IF YOU FAST, YOU, WILL BRING SIN [SEXUALITY] UPON YOURSELVES, AND IF YOU PRAY [LONG PRAYER], YOU WILL BE CONDEMNED [DAMNED], AND IF YOU GIVE TO CHARITY [ALMS (SEXLESS) DEEDS], YOU WILL HARM YOUR SPIRITS. WHEN YOU GO INTO ANY REGION AND WALK THROUGH THE COUNTRYSIDE, WHEN PEOPLE RECEIVE YOU, EAT WHAT THEY SERVE YOU AND HEAL THE SICK AMONG THEM. FOR WHAT GOES INTO YOUR MOUTH WILL NOT DEFILE YOU [MAN], RATHER, IT IS WHAT COMES OUT OF YOUR MOUTH THAT WILL DEFILE YOU [MAN]. JESUS SAID, “WHEN YOU SEE ONE WHO WAS NOT BORN OF WOMAN, FALL ON YOUR FACES AND WORSHIP. THAT IS YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN IN PROVERBS 8:22-25].” JESUS SAID, “PERHAPS PEOPLE [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT I HAVE COME TO IMPOSE PEACE UPON THE WORLD. THEY DO NOT KNOW THAT I HAVE COME TO IMPOSE CONFLICTS UPON THE EARTH: FIRE, SWORD, WAR [BATTLE & FIGHT]. FOR THERE WILL BE FIVE IN A HOUSE [ZION]: THERE WILL BE THREE AGAINST TWO AND TWO AGAINST THREE, FATHER AGAINST SON AND SON AGAINST FATHER, AND THEY WILL STAND ALONE. JESUS SAID, “I SHALL GIVE YOU WHAT NO EYE HAS SEEN, WHAT NO EAR HAS HEARD, WHAT NO HAND HAS TOUCHED, WHAT HAS NOT ARISEN IN THE HUMAN HEART [1ST CORINTHIANS 2:9].” THE DISCIPLES SAID TO JESUS, “TELL US HOW OUR END WILL BE.” JESUS SAID, “HAVE YOU DISCOVERED THE BEGINNING, THEN, SO THAT YOU ARE SEEKING THE END? FOR WHERE THE BEGINNING IS THE END WILL BE. BLESSED IS ONE WHO STANDS AT THE BEGINNING: THAT ONE WILL KNOW THE END AND WILL NOT TASTE DEATH.” JESUS SAID, “BLESSED IS ONE WHO CAME INTO BEING BEFORE COMING INTO BEING. IF YOU BECOME MY DISCIPLES AND LISTEN TO MY SAYINGS, THESE [EMERY] STONES WILL SERVE YOU. FOR THERE ARE FIVE TREES IN PARADISE FOR YOU, THEY DO NOT CHANGE, SUMMER OR WINTER, AND THEIR LEAVES, DO NOT, FALL. WHOEVER KNOWS THEM WILL NOT TASTE DEATH.” THE DISCIPLES SAID TO JESUS, “TELL US WHAT HEAVEN’S KINGDOM IS LIKE.” HE SAID TO THEM, “IT IS LIKE A MUSTARD SEED. IT IS THE SMALLEST OF ALL SEEDS, BUT WHEN IT FALLS ON PREPARED SOIL, IT PRODUCES A LARGE PLANT AND BECOMES A SHELTER FOR BIRDS IN HEAVEN.” MARY SAID TO JESUS, “WHAT ARE YOUR DISCIPLES LIKE?” HE SAID, “THEY ARE LIKE CHILDREN LIVING IN A FIELD THAT IS NOT THIERS. WHEN THE OWNERS OF THE FIELD COME, THEY WILL SAY, ‘GIVE OUR FIELD BACK TO US.’ THEY TAKE OFF THEIR CLOTHES IN FRONT OF THEM IN ORDER TO GIVE IT BACK TO THEM, AND THEY RETURN THEIR FIELD TO THEM. FOR THIS REASON, I SAY, IF THE OWNER OF A HOUSE [ZION] KNOWS THAT THE THIEF [JOHN 10:10 & REVELATION 3:3; 16:15] IS COMING, HE WILL BE ON GUARD BEFORE THE THIEF ARRIVES AND WILL NOT LET THE THIEF BREAK INTO THE HOUSE [ZION] OF HIS ESTATE AND STEAL HIS POSSESSIONS. AS FOR YOU, THEN, BE ON GUARD AGAINST THE WORLD. ARM YOURSELVES WITH GREAT STRENGTH, OR THE ROBBERS MIGHT FIND A WAY TO GET TO YOU, FOR THE TROUBLE YOU EXPECT WILL COME. LET THERE BE AMONG YOU A PERSON WHO UNDERSTANDS. WHEN THE CROP RIPENED, THE PERSON CAME QUICKLY WITH SICKLE IN HAND AND HARVESTED IT. WHOEVER HAS EARS TO HEAR SHOULD HEAR.” JESUS SAW SOME BABIES NURSING. HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, “THESE NURSING BABIES ARE LIKE THOSE WHO ENTER THE KINGDOM.” THEY SAID TO THEM, “THEN SHALL WE ENTER THE KINGDOM AS BABIES? JESUS SAID TO THEM, “WHEN YOU MAKE THE TWO INTO ONE [GENESIS 2:24], AND WHEN YOU MAKE THE INNER [PERSON] LIKE THE OUTER [PERSON] AND THE OUTER [PERSON] LIKE THE INNER [PERSON], AND THE UPPER [HEAVEN] LIKE THE LOWER [EARTH], AND WHEN YOU MAKE MALE AND FEMALE INTO A SINGLE ONE [HERMAPHRODITE], SO THAT THE MALE WILL NOT BE MALE [SHE-MALE] NOR THE FEMALE BE FEMALE [SHE-MALE], WHEN YOU MAKE EYES IN PLACE OF AN EYE [ACTS 6:15], A HAND IN PLACE OF A HAND [ACTS 6:15], A FOOT IN PLACE OF A FOOT [ACTS 6:15], AN IMAGE IN PLACE OF AN IMAGE [ACTS 6:15], THEN YOU WILL ENTER THE KINGDOM [OF LORDSHIP].” JESUS SAID, “I SHALL CHOOSE YOU, ONE FROM A THOUSAND AND TWO FROM TEN THOUSAND, AND THEY WILL STAND AS A SINGLE ONE [1 BETTER THAN 8,400,000,000 BILLION BY UPTIME DOWN TIME, GO ONE MILE GO TWAIN [4 TIMES] & RELENT WITH 100,000 IN JUDE 14-15].” HIS DISCIPLES SAID, “SHOW US THE PLACE WHERE YOU ARE, FOR WE MUST SEEK IT.” HE SAID TO THEM, “WHOEVER HAS EARS SHOULD HEAR. THERE IS LIGHT [ACTS 26:13] WITHIN A PERSON OF LIGHT, AND IT SHINES ON THE WHOLE WORLD, IF IT DOES NOT SHINE, IT IS DARK [ACTS 26:18].” JESUS SAID, “[AGAPE] LOVE YOUR SIBLING LIKE YOUR SOUL, PROTECT THAT PERSON LIKE THE PUPIL OF YOUR EYE.” JESUS SAID, “YOU SEE THE SPECK THAT IS IN YOUR SIBLING’S EYE, BUT YOU DO NOT SEE THE BEAM THAT IS IN YOUR OWN EYE. WHEN YOU TAKE THE BEAM OUT OF YOUR OWN EYE, THEN YOU WILL SEE CLEARLY TO TAKE THE SPECK OUT OF YOUR SIBLING’S EYE. IF YOU DO NOT, FAST, FROM THE WORLD, YOU, WILL NOT FIND THE KINGDOM. IF YOU DO NOT, OBSERVE THE SABBATH [ALL TIME NO MORE AS PENTECOST SUNDAY] AS A SABBATH [ALL TIME NO MORE AS PENTECOST SUNDAY], YOU WILL NOT SEE [KNOW] THE FATHER [STEPHEN].” JESUS SAID, “I TOOK MY STAND IN THE MIDST OF THE WORLD, AND IN FLESH I APPEARED TO THEM. I FOUND THEM ALL DRUNK [WITH SEXUALITY], AND I DID NOT FIND ANY OF THEM THIRSTY [FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS]. MY SOUL ACHED FOR THE CHILDREN OF HUMANITY, BECAUSE THEY ARE BLIND IN THEIR HEARTS [ACTS 28:25-27], AND DO NOT SEE, FOR THEY CAME INTO THE WORLD EMPTY, AND THEY ALSO SEEK TO DEPART FROM THE WORLD EMPTY. BUT NOW THEY ARE DRUNK [OFF SEXUALITY]. WHEN THEY SHAKE OFF THEIR WINE [FORNICATION], THEN THEY WILL REPENT [ACTS 17:29-30].” JESUS SAID, “IF THE [DIVINE] FLESH CAME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF SPIRIT [FATHER STEPHEN IN JOHN 4:23-24], IT IS A MARVEL, BUT IF SPIRIT [FATHER STEPHEN IN JOHN 4:23-24] CAME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF THE BODY [JOHN 1:14], IT IS A MARVEL OF MARVELS. YET I MARVEL AT HOW THIS GREAT WEALTH, HAS COME TO DWELL IN THIS POVERTY [REVELATION 2:9]. JESUS SAID, “WHERE THAT ARE THREE DEITIES [THREE PERSONS IN 1 LORD], THEY ARE DIVINE [TRINITY, DEITY, THE DIVINE NATURE & THE GODHEAD BODILY IN ROMANS 1:20; COLOSSIANS 2:9 & ACTS 17:28-29]. WHERE THERE ARE TWO OR ONE, I AM [JOHN 8:58] WITH THAT ONE [GENESIS 1:26-27]. JESUS SAID, “A PROPHET IS NOT ACCEPTABLE IN THE PROPHET’S OWN [RENTED] TOWN. A DOCTOR DOES NOT, HEAL THOSE WHO KNOW [HAVE SEX WITH] THE DOCTOR [AN INCURABLE SEXUAL DISEASE IN ROMANS 1:21-32; 3:4-23].” JESUS SAID, “A CITY BUILT UPON A HIGH HILL AND FORTIFIED CANNOT FALL, NOR CAN IT BE HIDDEN [PSALMS 48:8].” JESUS SAID, “WHAT YOU WILL HEAR IN YOUR EAR, IN THE OTHER EAR PROCLAIM FROM YOUR ROOFTOPS. FOR NO ONE LIGHTS A LAMP AND PUTS IT UNDER A BASKET, NOR DOES ONE PUT IT IN A HIDDEN PLACE. RATHER, ONE PUTS IT ON A STAND SO THAT ALL WHO COME AND GO WILL SEE [SIRACH 23:19 & ACTS 26:13] ITS LIGHT.” JESUS SAID, “IF A BLIND PERSON LEAD A BLIND PERSON, BOTH OF THEM WILL FALL INTO A HOLE [SEXUALITY].” JESUS SAID, “YOU CANNOT ENTER THE HOUSE [ZION] OF THE STRONG AND TAKE IT BY FORCE WITHOUT TYING THE PERSON’S HANDS. THEN YOU CAN LOOT THE PERSON’S HOUSE [ZION].” JESUS SAID, “DO NOT WORRY, FROM MORNING TO EVENING AND FROM EVENING TO MORNING, ABOUT WHAT YOU WILL WEAR.” HIS DISCIPLES SAID, “WHEN WILL YOU APPEAR TO US AND WHEN SHALL WE SEE YOU?” JESUS SAID, “WHEN YOU STRIP WITHOUT BEING ASHAMED AND YOU TAKE YOUR CLOTHES AND PUT THEM UNDER YOUR FEET LIKE LITTLE CHILDREN AND TRAMPLE THEM, THEN YOU WILL SEE THE CHILD OF THE LIVING ONE [FATHER STEPHEN] AND YOU WILL NOT BE AFRAID.” JESUS SAID, “OFTEN YOU HAVE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO HEAR THESE SAYINGS THAT I AM [JOHN 8:58] SPEAKING TO YOU, AND YOU HAVE NO ONE ELSE FROM WHOM TO HEAR THEM. THERE WILL BE DAYS WHEN YOU WILL SEEK ME AND YOU WILL NOT FIND ME.” JESUS SAID, “THE PHARISEES [MARRIED] AND THE SCHOLARS [SCRIBES OF THE HOLY BIBLE & THE HOLY SCRIPTURES] HAVE TAKEN THE KEYS OF KNOWLEDGE, AND HAVE HIDDEN THEM. THEY HAVE NOT ENTERED, NOR HAVE THEY ALLOWED THOSE WHO WANT TO ENTER TO DO SO. AS FOR YOU, BE AS SHREWD AS SNAKES AND AS INNOCENT AS DOVES.” JESUS SAID, “A GRAPEVINE HAS BEEN PLANTED AWAY FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. SINCE IT IS NOT STRONG, IT WILL BE PULLED UP BY ITS ROOT AND WILL PERISH.” JESUS SAID, “WHOEVER HAS SOMETHING IN HAND WILL BE GIVEN MORE, AND WHOEVER HAS NOTHING WITH BE DEPRIVED OF EVEN THE LITTLE THAT PERSON HAS.” JESUS SAID, “BE PASSERSBY.” HIS DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, “WHO ARE YOU TO SAY THESE THINGS TO US?” YOU DO NOT KNOW WHO I AM [JOHN 8:58] FROM WHAT I SAY TO YOU. RATHER, YOU HAVE BECOME LIKE THE JEWISH PEOPLE, FOR THEY [SEXUALLY] LOVE THE TREE [OF KNOWLEDGE] BUT HATE ITS [DIVINE] FRUIT [TREE OF LIFE], OR THEY [SEXUALLY] LOVE THE FRUIT [TREE OF KNOWLEDGE] BUT HATE THE [DIVINE] TREE [OF LIFE].” JESUS SAID, “WHOEVER BLASPHEMES AGAINST THE FATHER [JAMES] WILL BE FORGIVEN, AND WHOEVER BLASPHEMES AGAINST THE SON [JESUS] WILL BE FORGIVEN, BUT WHOEVER BLASPHEMES AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT [FATHER STEPHEN IN JOHN 4:23-24] WILL NOT BE FORGIVEN, EITHER ON EARTH OR IN HEAVEN.” JESUS SAID, “GRAPES ARE NOT HARVESTED FROM THORN BUSHES, NOR ARE FIGS GATHERED FROM THISTLES, FOR THEY YIELD NO FRUIT. A GOOD PERSON BRINGS FORTH GOOD FROM THE STOREHOUSE, A BAD [SEXUAL] PERSON BRINGS FORTH EVIL THINGS FROM THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPT STOREHOUSE IN THE HEART AND SAYS EVIL [SEXUAL] THINGS. FOR FROM THE ABUNDANCE OF THE HEART THIS PERSON BRINGS FORTH EVIL [SEXUAL] THINGS.” JESUS SAID, “FROM ADAM TO JOHN THE BAPTIZER, AMONG THOSE BORN OF WOMEN, THERE IS NO ONE GREATER THAN JOHN THE BAPTIZER, SO THAT HIS EYES SHOULD NOT BE AVERTED. BUT I HAVE SAID THAT WHOEVER AMONG YOU BECOMES A CHILD WILL KNOW THE KINGDOM AND WILL BECOME GREATER THAN JOHN.” JESUS SAID, “A PERSON CANNOT MOUNT TWO HORSES OR BEND TWO BOWS. AND A SERVANT CANNOT SERVE TWO MASTERS, OR THAT SERVANT WILL HONOR THE ONE [LORD] AND [SEXUALLY] OFFEND THE OTHER [MONEY]. NO PERSON DRINKS AGED WINE AND IMMEDIATELY [SEXLESSLY] DESIRES TO DRINK NEW WINE. NEW WINE IS NOT POURED INTO AGED WINESKINS, OR THEY MIGHT BREAK, AND AGED WINE IS NOT POURED INTO A NEW WINESKIN, OR IT MIGHT SPOIL. AN OLD PATCH IS NOT SEWN ONTO A NEW GARMENT, FOR THERE WOULD BE A TEAR.” JESUS SAID, “IF TWO MAKE PEACE WITH EACH OTHER IN A SINGLE HOUSE [ZION], THEY WILL SAY TO THE MOUNTAIN, ‘MOVE FROM HERE,’ AND IT WILL MOVE [MATTHEW 18:19].” JESUS SAID, “BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE ALONE, AND CHOSEN, FOR YOU WILL FIND THE KINGDOM [OF LORDSHIP]. FOR YOU HAVE COME FROM IT, AND YOU WILL RETURN THERE AGAIN.” JESUS SAID, “IF THEY SAY TO YOU, ‘WHERE HAVE YOU COME FROM?’ SAY TO THEM, ‘WE HAVE COME FROM THE LIGHT [SIRACH 23:19 & ACTS 26:13], FROM THE PLACE WHERE THE LIGHT CAME INTO BEING BY ITSELF, ESTABLISHED ITSELF, AND APPEARED IN THEIR IMAGE.’ IF THEY SAY TO YOU, ‘IS IT YOU?’ SAY, ‘WE ARE ITS CHILDREN, AND WE ARE THE CHOSEN OF THE LIVING FATHER [STEPHEN].’ IF THEY ASK YOU, ‘WHAT IS THE EVIDENCE OF YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] IN YOU?’ SAY TO THEM, ‘IT IS MOTION [GRAVITY] AND REST [EPHESIANS 4:6].’” HIS DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, “WHEN WILL THE REST FOR THE DEAD TAKE PLACE, AND WHEN WILL THE NEW WORLD COME?” HE SAID TO THEM, “WHAT YOU LOOK FOR HAS COME, BUT YOU DO NOT KNOW IT.” HIS DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, “TWENTY-FOUR PROPHETS HAVE SPOKEN IN ISRAEL, AND THEY ALL SPOKE OF YOU.” HE SAID TO THEM, “YOU HAVE DISREGARDED THE LIVING ONE [FATHER STEPHEN] WHO IS IN YOUR PRESENCE AND HAVE SPOKEN OF THE DEAD.” HIS DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, “IS CIRCUMCISION USEFUL OR NOT?” HE SAID TO THEM, “IF IT WERE USEFUL, CHILDREN’S FATHERS WOULD PRODUCE THEM ALREADY CIRCUMCISED FROM THEIR MOTHERS. RATHER, THE TRUE CIRCUMCISION IN SPIRIT [FATHER STEPHEN IN JOHN 4:23-24] HAS BECOME VALUABLE IN EVERY RESPECT.” JESUS SAID, “BLESSED ARE THE POOR, FOR YOURS IS HEAVEN’S KINGDOM.” JESUS SAID, “WHOEVER DOES NOT HATE FATHER AND MOTHER CANNOT BE A DISCIPLE OF ME, AND WHOEVER DOES NOT HATE BROTHERS AND SISTERS AND BEAR THE CROSS AS I DO WILL NOT BE WORTHY OF ME.” JESUS SAID, “WHOEVER HAS COME TO KNOW THE WORLD HAS DISCOVERED A CARCASS [1ST JOHN 2:15-17], AND WHOEVER HAS DISCOVERED A CARCASS, OF THAT PERSON THE WORLD IS NOT WORTHY.” JESUS SAID, “THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM IS LIKE A PERSON WHO HAD GOOD SEED. HIS ENEMY CAME AT NIGHT AND SOWED WEEDS AMONG THE GOOD SEED. THE PERSON DID NOT LET THEM PULL UP THE WEEDS, BUT SAID TO THEM, ‘NO, OR YOU MIGHT GO TO PULL UP THE WEEDS AND PULL UP THE WHEAT ALONG WITH THEM.’ FOR ON THE DAY [ACTS 2:1-39] OF THE HARVEST THE WEEDS WILL BE CONSPICUOUS AND WILL BE PULLED UP AND BURNED [ACTS 19:19].” JESUS SAID, “BLESSED IS THE PERSON WHO HAS LABORED, AND HAS FOUND [ETERNAL] LIFE [LORD STEVE].” JESUS SAID, “LOOK TO THE LIVING ONE [FATHER STEPHEN] AS LONG AS YOU LIVE, OR YOU MIGHT DIE AND THEN TRY TO SEE THE LIVING ONE [FATHER STEPHEN], AND YOU WILL BE UNABLE TO SEE [ACTS 28:25-27]. HE SAW A SAMARITAN CARRYING A LAMB AS HE WAS GOING TO JUDEA. HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, “THAT PERSON IS CARRYING THE LAMB AROUND.” THEY SAID TO HIM, “THEN HE MAY KILL IT AND EAT IT.” HE SAID TO THEM, “HE WILL NOT EAT IF WHILE IT IS ALIVE, BUT ONLY AFTER HE HAS KILLED IT AND IT HAS BECOME A CARCASS.” THEY SAID, “OTHERWISE HE CANNOT DO IT.” HE SAID TO THEM, “SO ALSO WITH YOU, SEEK FOR YOURSELVES A PLACE FOR REST, OR YOU MIGHT BECOME A CARCASS AND BE EATEN.” JESUS SAID, “TWO WILL REST ON A COUCH, ONE, WILL DIE, ONE, WILL LIVE.” SALOME SAID, “WHO ARE YOU, MISTER? YOU HAVE CLIMBED ONTO MY COUCH AND EATEN FROM MY TABLE AS IF YOU ARE FROM SOMEONE.” JESUS SAID TO HER, “I AM [JOHN 8:58] THE ONE WHO COMES FROM WHAT IS WHOLE. I WAS GIVEN FROM THE THINGS OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. I AM [JOHN 8:58] YOUR DISCIPLE. FOR THIS REASON, I SAY, IF ONE IS WHOLE, ONE, WILL BE FILLED WITH LIGHT [ACTS 26:13], BUT IF ONE IS DIVIDED, ONE, WILL BE FILLED WITH DARKNESS [ACTS 26:18].” JESUS SAID, “I DISCLOSE MY MYSTERIES TO THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY OF MY MYSTERIES. DO NOT LET YOUR LEFT HAND KNOW, WHAT YOUR RIGHT HAND IS DOING.” JESUS SAID, “THERE WAS A RICH PERSON WHO HAD A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY. HE SAID, ‘I SHALL INVEST MY MONEY SO THAT I MAY SOW, REAP, PLANT, AND FILL MY STOREHOUSES WITH PRODUCE, THAT I MAY LACK NOTHING.’ THESE WERE THE THINGS HE WAS [SEXUALLY] THINKING IN HIS HEART, BUT THAT VERY NIGHT HE DIED. WHOEVER HAS EARS SHOULD HEAR.” JESUS SAID, “A PERSON WAS RECEIVING [8] [MARRIED] GUESTS. WHEN HE HAD PREPARED THE DINNER, HE SENT HIS SERVANT TO INVITE THE GUESTS. THE SERVANT WENT TO THE FIRST AND SAID TO THAT ONE, ‘MY MASTER INVITES YOU.’ THE PERSON SAID, ‘SOME MERCHANTS OWN ME MONEY, THEY, ARE COMING TO ME TONIGHT. I MUST GO AND GIVE THEM INSTRUCTIONS. PLEASE EXCUSE ME FROM DINNER.’ THE SERVANT WENT TO ANOTHER AND SAID TO THAT ONE, ‘MY MASTER HAS INVITED YOU.’ THAT PERSON SAID TO THE SERVANT, ‘I HAVE BOUGHT A HOUSE [ZION] AND I HAVE BEEN CALLED AWAY FOR A DAY. I SHALL HAVE NO TIME.’ THE SERVANT WENT TO ANOTHER AND SAID TO THAT ONE, ‘MY MASTER INVITES YOU.’ THAT PERSON SAID TO THE SERVANT, ‘MY FRIEND IS TO BE MARRIED AND I AM TO ARRANGE THE BANQUET. I SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO COME. PLEASE EXCUSE ME FROM DINNER.’ THE SERVANT WENT TO ANOTHER AND SAID TO THAT ONE, ‘MY MASTER INVITES YOU.’ THAT PERSON SAID TO THE SERVANT, ‘I HAVE BOUGHT AN ESTATE AND I AM GOING TO COLLECT THE RENT. I SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO COME. PLEASE EXCUSE ME.’ THE SERVANT RETURNED AND SAID TO HIS MASTER, ‘THE [8] [MARRIED] PEOPLE WHOM YOU INVITED TO DINNER [THEY DID NOT PAY 10% TITHE TO THE FATHER STEPHEN IN MALACHI 3:8-12 & REVELATION 17:1-18:24; 19:17-21; 20:1-3, 7-10, 11-15; 21:8, 27; 22:15, 18-19] HAVE ASKED TO BE EXCUSED.’ THE MASTER SAID TO HIS SERVANT, ‘GO OUT ON THE STREETS AND BRING BACK WHOMEVER YOU FIND TO HAVE DINNER [THEY PAID 10% TITHE TO THE FATHER STEPHEN IN MALACHI 3:8-12 & REVELATION 19:1-10; 21:1-22:21].’ [ALL SEXUAL] BUYERS [BORROWERS] AND [ALL SEXUAL] MERCHANTS [SELLERS & LENDERS] WILL NOT ENTER THE PLACES [ZION’S AS KINGDOMS OF LORDSHIPS BECAUSE OF FUTILE SEXUAL EXCUSES IN REVELATION 17:1-18:24; 19:17-21; 20:1-3, 7-10, 11-15; 21:8, 27; 22:15, 18-19] OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. HE SAID, “A USURER [INTEREST CHARGER] OWNED A VINEYARD AND RENTED IT TO SOME FARMERS, SO THAT THEY MIGHT WORK IT AND HE MIGHT COLLECT ITS PRODUCE FROM THEM. HE SENT HIS SERVANT SO THAT THE FARMERS MIGHT GIVE THE SERVANT THE PRODUCE OF THE VINEYARD. THEY SEIZED, BEAT, AND ALMOST KILLED HIS SERVANT, AND THE SERVANT RETURNED AND TOLD HIS MASTER. HIS MASTER SAID, ‘PERHAPS HE DID NOT KNOW THEM. HE SENT ANOTHER SERVANT, AND THE FARMERS BEAT THAT ONE AS WELL. THEN THE MASTER SENT HIS SON AND SAID, ‘PERHAPS THEY WILL SHOW MY SON SOME RESPECT.’ SINCE THE FARMERS KNEW THAT HE WAS THE [TRUE] HEIR TO THE VINEYARD [MONEY ESTATES], THEY SEIZED HIM AND KILLED HIM. WHOEVER HAS EARS SHOULD HEAR. JESUS SAID, “SHOW ME THE [EMERY] STONE THAT THE BUILDERS REJECTED: THAT IS THE [EMERY] CORNERSTONE.” JESUS SAID, “ONE WHO KNOWS EVERYTHING BUT LACKS IN ONESELF LACKS EVERYTHING.” JESUS SAID, “BLESSED ARE YOU WHEN YOU ARE HATED AND PERSECUTED, AND NO PLACE WILL BE FOUND, WHEREVER YOU HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED.” JESUS SAID, “BLESSED ARE THEY WHO HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED IN THEIR HEARTS: THEY ARE THE ONES WHO HAVE TRULY COME TO KNOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. BLESSED ARE THEY WHO ARE HUNGRY, THAT THE STOMACH OF THE PERSON IN WANT MAY BE FILLED.” JESUS SAID, “IF YOU BRING FORTH WHAT IS WITHIN YOU [ETERNAL KINGDOM OF LORDSHIP IN ACTS 1:4-7; 5:38-39], WHAT YOU HAVE WILL SAVE YOU. IF YOU DO NOT HAVE THAT WITHIN YOU [ETERNAL KINGDOM OF LORDSHIP IN ACTS 1:4-7; 5:38-39], WHAT YOU DO NOT HAVE WITHIN YOU WILL KILL YOU.” JESUS SAID, “I SHALL DESTROY THIS HOUSE [ZION], AND NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO BUILD IT AGAIN.” A PERSON SAID TO HIM, “TELL MY BROTHERS TO DIVIDE MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] POSSESSIONS WITH ME.” HE SAID TO THE PERSON, ‘MISTER, WHO MADE ME A DIVIDER?” HE TURNED TO HIS DISCIPLES AND SAID TO THEM, “I AM NOT A DIVIDER, AM I?” JESUS SAID, “THE HARVEST IS LARGE BUT THE WORKERS ARE FEW. SO BEG THE MASTER TO SEND OUT WORKERS TO THE HARVEST.” SOMEONE SAID, “MASTER, THERE ARE MANY AROUND THE DRINKING TROUGH, BUT THERE IS NOTHING IN THE WELL. JESUS SAID, “THERE ARE MANY [CALLED] STANDING AT THE DOOR, BUT THOSE WHO ARE ALONE WILL ENTER THE WEDDING CHAMBER.” JESUS SAID, “THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM IS LIKE A MERCHANT WHO HAD A SUPPLY OF MERCHANDISE AND THAN FOUND A PEARL. THAT MERCHANT WAS PRUDENT, HE SOLD THE MERCHANDISE AND BOUGHT THE SINGLE PEARL FOR HIMSELF. SO ALSO, WITH YOU, SEEK HIS TREASURE THAT IS UNFAILING, THAT IS ENDURING, WHERE NO MOTH COMES TO DEVOUR AND NO WORM DESTROYS [JAMES 4:12]. JESUS SAID, “I AM [JOHN 8:58] THE LIGHT [SIRACH 23:19 & ACTS 26:13] THAT IS OVER ALL THINGS. I AM [JOHN 8:58] ALL: FROM ME ALL HAS COME FORTH [FATHER STEPHEN IN ISAIAH 64:8], AND TO ME ALL HAS REACHED.’ SPLIT A PIECE OF WOOD, I AM [JOHN 8:58] THERE. LIFT UP THE [EMERY] STONE, AND YOU WILL FIND ME THERE.” JESUS SAID, “WHY HAVE YOU COME OUT TO THE COUNTRYSIDE? TO SEE A REED SHAKEN BY THE WIND? AND TO SEE A PERSON DRESSED IN SOFT CLOTHES [(SEXLESS) LAW UNIFORMS], [LIKE YOUR] RULERS AND YOUR POWERFUL ONES? THEY ARE DRESSED IN SOFT CLOTHES [(SEXLESS) LAW UNIFORMS], AND THEY CANNOT UNDERSTAND TRUTH [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]. A WOMAN IN THE CROWD SAID TO HIM, “BLESSED IS THE WOMB THAT BORE YOU AND THE BREASTS THAT FED YOU.” HE SAID TO HER, “BLESSED ARE THEY WHO HAVE HEARD THE [INFALLIBLE INERRANT] WORD OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND HAVE TRULY KEPT [DO] IT. FOR THERE WILL BE DAYS WHEN YOU WILL SAY, ‘BLESSED IS THE WOMB THAT HAS NOT CONCEIVED AND THE BREASTS THAT HAVE NOT GIVEN MILK.’” JESUS SAID, “WHOEVER HAS COME TO KNOW [TRUTHFUL INTELLIGENCE] THE [SEXUAL] WORLD HAS DISCOVERED THE BODY, AND WHOEVER HAS DISCOVERED [TRUTHFUL INTELLIGENCE] THE BODY, OF THAT PERSON THE [SEXUAL] WORLD IS NOT WORTHY.” JESUS SAID, “LET ONE WHO HAS BECOME WEALTHY REIGN, AND LET ONE [FATHER STEPHEN] WHO HAS POWER [AUTHORITY IN ROMANS 13:1-2 & MALACHI 3:8-12] RENOUNCE IT.” JESUS SAID, “WHOEVER IS NEAR ME IS NEAR THE FIRE [SONG OF SOLOMON 8:6 & ACTS 1:4-7], AND WHOEVER IS FAR FROM ME IS FAR FROM THE KINGDOM [OF LORDSHIP].” JESUS SAID, “IMAGES ARE VISIBLE TO PEOPLE, BUT THE LIGHT [SIRACH 23:19; ROMANS 1:20, 21-32 & ACTS 26:13] WITHIN THEM IS HIDDEN IN THE IMAGE OF THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] LIGHT [AGAPE LOVE IN 1ST TIMOTHY 6:16; HEBREWS 4:13 & JAMES 1:17]. HE [FACE IN ACTS 6:15] WILL BE DISCLOSED [ONLY AT 100.00%], BUT HIS IMAGE [HIS EYES, MOUTH & NECK TO FOOTSTOOL IS ALWAYS HIDDEN AT 00.00% TO 100.00% IN EZEKIEL 1:1-28; 10:1-22 & REVELATION 1:12-16; 19:11-16; 20:1-3, 7-10, 11-15; 21:1-22:21] IS HIDDEN BY HIS LIGHT [SIRACH 23:19 & 1ST TIMOTHY 6:16; HEBREWS 4:13; ACTS 6:1-8, 10, 14-15; 7:1-53, 55-56, 59-60; 8:1-3; 9:3-30; 22:6-21; 26:13-18; 28:25-27; 29:1-26].” JESUS SAID, “WHEN YOU SEE YOUR LIKENESS, YOU ARE HAPPY. BUT WHEN YOU SEE YOUR IMAGES THAT CAME INTO BEING BEFORE YOU AND THAT NEITHER DIE NOR BECOME VISIBLE, HOW MUCH YOUR WILL BEAR!” JESUS SAID, “ADAM CAME FROM GREAT POWER [AUTHORITY] AND GREAT WEALTH, BUT HE WAS NOT WORTHY OF YOU. FOR HAD HE BEEN WORTHY, HE WOULD NOT HAVE TASTED DEATH.” JESUS SAID, “FOXES HAVE THEIR DENS AND BIRDS HAVE THEIR NESTS, BUT THE CHILD OF HUMANITY HAS NO PLACE TO LAY HIS HEAD AND REST.” JESUS SAID, “HOW MISERABLE IS THE BODY THAT DEPENDS ON A BODY, AND HOW MISERABLE IS THE SOUL THAT DEPENDS ON THESE TWO [ROMANS 1:21-32].” JESUS SAID, “THE MESSENGERS AND THE PROPHETS WILL COME TO YOU AND GIVE YOU WHAT IS YOURS. YOU, IN TURN, GIVE THEM WHAT YOU HAVE, AND SAY TO YOURSELVES, ‘WHEN WILL THEY COME AND TAKE WHAT IS THIERS?’” JESUS SAID, “WHY DO YOU WASH THE OUTSIDE OF THE CUP? DON’T YOU UNDERSTAND THAT THE ONE WHO MADE THE INSIDE IS ALSO THE ONE WHO MADE THE OUTSIDE?” JESUS SAID, “COME TO ME, FOR MY YOKE IS EASY AND MY MASTERY IS GENTLE, AND YOU WILL FINE REST FOR YOURSELVES.” THEY SAID TO HIM, “TELL US WHO YOU ARE SO THAT WE MAY BELIEVE IN YOU.” HE SAID TO THEM, “YOU EXAMINE THE FACE OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, BUT YOU HAVE NOT COME TO KNOW THE ONE [FATHER STEPHEN] WHO IS IN YOUR PRESENCE, AND YOU DO NOT KNOW HOW TO EXAMINE THIS MOMENT.” JESUS SAID, “SEEK AND YOU WILL FIND. IN THE PAST, HOWEVER, I DID NOT TELL YOU THE THINGS ABOUT WHICH YOU ASKED ME THEN. NOW, I AM [JOHN 8:58] WILLING TO TELL THEM, BUT YOU ARE NOT SEEKING THEM. DO NOT GIVE WHAT IS HOLY TO DOGS [SEXUAL], OR THEY MIGHT THROW THEM UPON THE MANURE PILE. DO NOT THROW PEARLS TO SWINE, OR THEY MIGHT MAKE MUD OF IT.” JESUS SAID, ‘ONE WHO SEEKS WILL FIND, FOR ONE WHO KNOCKS IT WILL BE OPENED.” JESUS SAID, “IF YOU HAVE MONEY, DO, NOT LEND IT AT INTEREST. RATHER, GIVE, IT TO SOMEONE FROM WHOM YOU WILL NOT GET IT BACK.” JESUS SAID, “THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM IS LIKE A WOMAN [THE IMMORTAL LADY VICTORIA IN WISDOM OF SOLOMON 7:22-30]. SHE TOOK A LITTLE YEAST, HID, IT IN DOUGH, AND MADE IT INTO LARGE LOAVES OF BREAD. WHOEVER HAS EARS SHOULD HEAR.” JESUS SAID, THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM IS LIKE A WOMAN [THE IMMORTAL LADY VICTORIA IN WISDOM OF SOLOMON 7:22-30] WHO WAS CARRYING A JAR FULL OF MEAL. WHILE SHE WAS WALKING ALONG A DISTANT ROAD, THE HANDLE OF THE JAR BROKE AND THE MEAL SPILLED BEHIND HER ALONG THE ROAD. SHE DID NOT KNOW IT, SHE HAD NOT NOTICED A PROBLEM. WHEN SHE REACHED HER HOUSE [ZION], SHE PUT THE JAR DOWN AND DISCOVERED THAT IT WAS EMPTY.” JESUS SAID, “THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM IS LIKE A PERSON [THE IMMORTAL LORD ENOCH IN HEBREWS 11:5 & JUDE 14-15] WHO WANTED TO PUT SOMEONE POWERFUL TO DEATH. WHILE AT HOME [ZION] HE DREW HIS SWORD AND THRUST IT INTO THE WALL TO FIND OUT WHETHER HIS HAND WOULD GO IN. THEN HE KILLED THE POWERFUL ONE.” THE DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, “YOUR BROTHERS AND YOUR MOTHER ARE STANDING OUTSIDE.” HE SAID TO THEM, “THOSE HERE WHO DO THE WILL OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] ARE MY BROTHERS AND MY MOTHER. THEY ARE THE ONES WHO WILL ENTER MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM.” THEY SHOWED JESUS A GOLD COIN AND SAID TO HIM, “CAESAR’S PEOPLE DEMAND TAXES FROM US.” HE SAID TO THEM, “GIVE CAESAR THE THINGS THAT ARE CAESAR’S, GIVE GOD [FATHER STEPHEN] THE THINGS THAT ARE GOD’S [FATHER STEPHEN’S], AND GIVE ME WHAT IS MINE. WHOEVER DOES NOT HATE FATHER [LORD LUCIFER AS THE GREAT DEVIL] AND MOTHER [LADY VICTORIA AS THE GREAT BABYLON] AS I DO CANNOT BE A DISCIPLE OF ME, AND WHOEVER DOES NOT [AGAPE] LOVE FATHER [STEPHEN AS THE GREAT GOD] AND MOTHER [LADY VICTORIA AS THE GREAT VIRGIN] AS I DO CANNOT BE A DISCIPLE OF ME. FOR MY MOTHER [THE FALSE LADY VICTORIA, BABYLON THE GREAT IN REVELATION 17:1-18:24] GAVE ME FALSEHOOD, BUT MY TRUE MOTHER [THE IMMORTAL LADY VICTORIA IN WISDOM OF SOLOMON 7:22-30] GAVE ME LIFE. JESUS SAID, “WOE TO THE PHARISEES [MARRIED], FOR THEY ARE LIKE A DOG SLEEPING IN THE CATTLE MANGER, FOR IT DOES NOT EAT OR LET THE CATTLE EAT.” JESUS SAID, “BLESSED IS THE PERSON WHO KNOWS AT WHAT POINT THE ROBBERS ARE GOING TO ENTER, SO THAT HE MAY ARISE, BRING TOGETHER HIS ESTATE, AND ARM HIMSELF BEFORE THEY ENTER.” THEY SAID TO JESUS, “COME, LET’S PRAY TODAY AND LET’S FAST.” JESUS SAID, “WHAT SIN [SEXUALITY] HAVE I COMMITTED, OR HOW HAVE I BEEN UNDONE.” RATHER, WHEN THE BRIDEGROOM LEAVES THE WEDDING CHAMBER, THEN LET PEOPLE FAST AND PRAY.” JESUS SAID, “WHOEVER [SEXUALLY] KNOWS THE FATHER AND MOTHER WILL BE CALLED THE CHILD OF A WHORE.” JESUS SAID, “WHEN YOU MAKE THE TWO INTO ONE, YOU WILL BECOME CHILDREN OF HUMANITY, AND WHEN YOU SAY, ‘MOUNTAIN, MOVE FROM HERE,’ IT WILL MOVE.” JESUS SAID, “THE KINGDOM IS LIKE A SHEPHERD WHO HAD A HUNDRED SHEEP. ONE OF THEM, THE LARGEST, WENT ASTRAY. HE LEFT THE NINETY-NINE AND SOUGHT THE ONE UNTIL HE FOUND IT. AFTER HE HAD GONE TO THIS TROUBLE, HE SAID TO THE SHEEP, ‘I [AGAPE] LOVE YOU MORE THAN THE NINETY-NINE.” JESUS SAID, “WHOEVER DRINKS FROM MY MOUTH WILL BECOME LIKE ME. I MYSELF SHALL BECOME THAT PERSON, AND THE HIDDEN THINGS WILL BE REVEALED TO THAT PERSON.” JESUS SAID, “THE KINGDOM IS LIKE A PERSON WHO HAD A TREASURE HIDDEN IN HIS FIELD BUT DID NOT KNOW IT. AND WHEN HE DIED, HE LEFT IT TO HIS SON. THE SON DID NOT KNOW ABOUT IT. HE TOOK OVER THE FIELD AND SOLD IT. THE BUYER WHEN PLOWING, DISCOVERED THE TREASURE, AND BEGAN TO LEND MONEY AT INTEREST TO WHOMEVER HE WISHED.” JESUS SAID, “LET SOMEONE WHO HAS FOUND THE WORLD AND HAS BECOME WEALTHY [REVELATION 2:9] RENOUNCE THE WORLD.” JESUS SAID, “THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, WILL ROLL UP IN YOUR PRESENCE, AND WHOEVER IS LIVING FROM THE LIVING ONE [FATHER STEPHEN] WILL NOT SEE DEATH.” DOESN’T JESUS SAY, “WHOEVER HAS FOUND ONESELF [TRUTH], OF THAT PERSON THE WORLD IS NOT WORTHY?” JESUS SAID, “WOE TO THE FLESH THAT DEPENDS ON THE SOUL. WOE TO THE SOUL THAT DEPENDS ON THE FLESH.” HIS DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, “WHEN WILL THE KINGDOM COME?” IT WILL NOT COME BY WATCHING FOR IT. IT WILL NOT BE SAID, “LOOK, HERE, IT IS,’ OR ‘LOOK, THERE IT IS.” RATHER, THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM IS SPREAD OUT UPON THE EARTH, AND PEOPLE DO NOT SEE IT.” SIMON PETER SAID TO THEM, “MARY SHOULD LEAVE US, FOR FEMALES ARE NOT WORTHY OF LIFE [LORD STEVE].” JESUS SAID, “LOOK, I SHALL GUIDE HER TO MAKE HER MALE, SO THAT SHE TOO MAY BECOME A LIVING SPIRIT RESEMBLING YOU MALES [GENESIS 1:26-27]. FOR EVERY FEMALE WHO MAKES HERSELF MALE [GENESIS 2:22-24] WILL ENTER HEAVEN’S KINGDOM.” 
THE GREEK VERSION OF THE GOSPEL OF THOMAS
AND HE SAID, “WHOEVER FINDS THE INTERPRETATION OF THESE SAYINGS WILL NOT TASTE DEATH.” JESUS SAYS, “LET ONE WHO SEEKS NOT STOP SEEKING UNTIL ONE FINDS. WHEN ONE FINDS, ONE WILL BE ASTONISHED, AND HAVING BEEN ASTONISHED, ONE WILL REIGN, AND HAVING REIGNED, ONE WILL REST.” JESUS SAYS, “IF YOUR LEADERS SAY TO YOU, ‘LOOK, THE KINGDOM IS IN HEAVEN,’ THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN WILL PRECEDE YOU. IF THEY SAY THAT IT IS UNDER THE EARTH, THE FISH OF THE SEA WILL ENTER, AND WILL PRECEDE YOU. AND GOD’S [FATHER STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM IS INSIDE YOU AND OUTSIDE YOU. WHOEVER KNOWS ONESELF [TRUTH] WILL FIND THIS. AND WHEN YOU KNOW YOURSELVES [TRUTH], YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THAT YOU ARE CHILDREN OF THE LIVING FATHER [STEPHEN]. BUT IF YOU DO NOT KNOW YOURSELVES [LIE], YOU ARE IN POVERTY, AND YOU ARE POVERTY.” JESUS SAYS, “A PERSON OLD IN DAYS WILL NOT HESITATE TO ASK A LITTLE CHILD SEVEN DAYS OLD ABOUT THE PLACE OF LIFE [LORD STEVE], AND THAT PERSON WILL LIVE. FOR MANY [CALLED] OF THE FIRST WILL BE LAST, AND THE LAST FIRST, AND THEY WILL BECOME ONE.” JESUS SAYS, “KNOW WHAT IS BEFORE YOUR FACE, AND WHAT IS HIDDEN FROM YOU WILL BE DISCLOSED TO YOU. FOR THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN THAT WILL NOT BECOME APPARENT, AND NOTHING BURIED THAT WILL NOT BE RAISED.” HIS DISCIPLES ASK HIM AND SAY, “HOW SHALL WE FAST? [TO THE FATHER STEPHEN] HOW SHALL WE PRAY? [TO THE FATHER STEPHEN] HOW SHALL WE GIVE CHARITY [ALMS (SEXLESS) DEEDS]? [TO THE FATHER STEPHEN] WHAT DIET SHALL WE OBSERVE? [MODERATION TO THE FATHER STEPHEN] JESUS SAYS, “DO NOT LIE, AND DO NOT DO WHAT YOU HATE, BECAUSE ALL THINGS ARE DISCLOSED BEFORE TRUTH. FOR THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN THAT WILL NOT BE APPARENT.” JESUS SAID, “BLESSED IS THE LION THAT A HUMAN EATS, AND THE LION WILL BE HUMAN. AND CURSED IS THE HUMAN THAT A LION EATS, AND A LION WILL BE HUMAN.” “THERE IS LIGHT [ACTS 26:13] WITHIN A PERSON OF LIGHT, AND IT SHINES ON THE WHOLE WORLD, IF, IT DOES NOT SHINE, IT IS DARK [ACTS 26:18].” “YOU SEE THE SPECK THAT IS IN YOUR BROTHER’S EYE, BUT YOU DO NOT SEE THE BEAM THAT IS IN YOUR OWN EYE. WHEN YOU TAKE THE BEAM OUT OF YOUR OWN EYE, THEN YOU WILL SEE CLEARLY TO TAKE THE SPECK OUT OF YOUR BROTHER’S EYE. JESUS SAYS, “IF YOU, DO NOT FAST FROM THE WORLD, YOU, WILL NOT FIND GOD’S [FATHER STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM. IF YOU, DO NOT OBSERVE THE SABBATH [ALL TIME NO MORE AS PENTECOST SUNDAY] AS A SABBATH [ALL TIME NO MORE AS PENTECOST SUNDAY], YOU WILL NOT SEE [KNOW] THE FATHER [STEPHEN].” JESUS SAYS, “I TOOK MY STAND IN THE MIDST OF THE WORLD, AND IN FLESH I APPEARED TO THEM. I FOUND THEM ALL DRUNK [WITH SEXUALITY], AND I DID NOT FIND NONE OF THEM THIRSTY [FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS]. MY SOUL ACHES FOR THE CHILDREN OF HUMANITY, BECAUSE THEY ARE BLIND IN THEIR HEARTS [ACTS 28:25-27, AND DO NOT SEE, FOR THEY CAME INTO THE WORLD EMPTY, AND THEY ALSO SEEK TO DEPART FROM THE WORLD EMPTY. BUT NOW THEY ARE DRUNK [OFF SEXUALITY]. WHEN THEY SHAKE OFF THEIR WINE [FORNICATION], THEN THEY WILL REPENT [ACTS 17:29-30].” JESUS SAYS, “IF THE [DIVINE] FLESH CAME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF SPIRIT [FATHER STEPHEN IN JOHN 4:23-24], IT IS A MARVEL, BUT IF SPIRIT [FATHER STEPHEN IN JOHN 4:23-24] CAME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF THE BODY [JOHN 1:14], IT IS A MARVEL OF MARVELS. YET I MARVEL AT HOW THIS GREAT WEALTH, HAS COME TO DWELL IN THIS POVERTY [REVELATION 2:9]. JESUS SAYS, “WHERE THAT ARE THREE [THREE PERSONS IN 1 LORD], THEY ARE WITHOUT GOD [FATHER STEPHEN]. WHERE THERE IS ONLY ONE, I SAY, I AM [JOHN 8:58] WITH THAT ONE [GENESIS 1:26-27]. LIFT UP THE [EMERY] STONE, AND YOU WILL FIND ME THERE. SPLIT A PIECE OF WOOD, I AM [JOHN 8:58] THERE. JESUS SAYS, “A PROPHET IS NOT ACCEPTABLE IN THE PROPHET’S [RENTED] HOMETOWN, NOR DOES A DOCTOR PERFORM HEALINGS ON THOSE WHO KNOW [HAVE SEX WITH] THE DOCTOR [AN INCURABLE SEXUAL DISEASE IN ROMANS 1:21-32; 3:4-23].” JESUS SAYS, “A CITY BUILT UPON A HIGH HILL AND FORTIFIED CAN NEITHER FALL, NOR BE HIDDEN [PSALMS 48:8].” JESUS SAYS, “WHAT YOU WILL HEAR IN ONE EAR OF YOURS, IN THE OTHER EAR PROCLAIM FROM YOUR ROOFTOPS. JESUS SAYS, “DO NOT WORRY, FROM MORNING TO NIGHTFALL NOR FROM EVENING TO MORNING, EITHER ABOUT YOUR FOOD WHAT YOU WILL EAT, OR ABOUT YOUR ROBE, WHAT CLOTHING YOU WILL WEAR.” YOU ARE MUCH BETTER THAN THE LILIES, WHICH DO NOT CARD OR SPIN. AND SINCE YOU HAVE ONE ARTICLE OF CLOTHING, WHAT…YOU…? WHO MIGHT ADD TO YOUR STATURE? THAT IS THE ONE [FATHER STEPHEN] WHO WILL GIVE YOU YOUR CLOTHING.’” HIS DISCIPLES SAY TO HIM, “WHEN WILL YOU BE REVEALED TO US AND WHEN SHALL WE SEE YOU?” JESUS SAYS, “WHEN YOU STRIP OFF YOUR CLOTHING AND ARE NOT ASHAMED AND PUT THEM UNDER YOUR FEET LIKE LITTLE CHILDREN AND TRAMPLE THEM, THEN YOU WILL SEE THE CHILD OF THE LIVING ONE [FATHER STEPHEN] AND YOU WILL NOT BE AFRAID.” JESUS SAYS, “OFTEN YOU HAVE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO HEAR THESE SAYINGS OF MINE, AND YOU HAVE NO ONE ELSE FROM WHOM TO HEAR THEM. AND THERE WILL COME DAYS WHEN YOU WILL SEEK ME AND YOU WILL NOT FIND ME.” JESUS SAYS, “THE PHARISEES [MARRIED] AND THE SCHOLARS [SCRIBES OF THE HOLY BIBLE & THE HOLY SCRIPTURES] HAVE TAKEN THE KEYS OF KNOWLEDGE, THEY THEMSELVES HAVE HIDDEN THEM. NEITHER HAVE THEY ENTERED, NOR HAVE THEY ALLOWED THOSE WHO ARE IN THE PROCESS OF ENTERING TO ENTER. AS FOR YOU, BE AS SHREWD AS SNAKES AND AS INNOCENT AS DOVES.” [HIPPOLYTUS, REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES 5.7.20] “ONE WHO SEEKS WILL FIND ME IN CHILDREN FROM SEVEN YEARS [SHOULD BE 3 YEARS WHEN 80% OF TRUTHFUL INTELLIGENCE IS RECEIVED], FOR THERE, HIDDEN IN THE FOURTEENTH AGE [THE VIRGIN MARY], I AM [JOHN 8:58] REVEALED.” [HIPPOLYTUS, REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES 5.8.32] “IF YOU ATE DEAD THINGS [ANIMALS] AND MADE THEM LIVING [HUMAN], WHAT WILL YOU DO IF YOU EAT LIVING THINGS [SHOULD NOT EAT LIVING BLOOD OR EAT LIVING FLESH IN ANIMALS OR DO CANNIBALISM IN ACTS 15:20, 20; 21:25 & THIS MAY REFER TO LIVING FRUITS PICKED FROM A TREE]?”                                                
THE PREACHING OF PETER
AGAIN, OUR, PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE IS CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, WHO MAKES A SERIES OF QUOTATIONS FROM IT. CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, STROM. I. 29. 182. AND IN THE PREACHING OF PETER YOU MAY FIND THE LORD CALLED ‘[SEXLESS] LAW AND WORD’. TWICE AGAIN HE QUOTES THIS PHRASE. VI. 5. 39. BUT THAT THE MOST APPROVED OF THE GREEKS DO NOT KNOW GOD BY DIRECT KNOWLEDGE, BUT INDIRECTLY, PETER SAYS IN HIS PREACHING: KNOW YE THEN THAT THERE IS ONE GOD WHO MADE THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS AND HATH POWER OVER THEIR END, AND: THE INVISIBLE WHO SEETH ALL THINGS, UNCONTAINABLE, WHO CONTAINETH ALL, HAVING NEED OF NAUGHT, OF WHOM ALL THINGS STAND IN NEED AND FOR WHOSE SAKE THEY EXIST, INCOMPREHENSIBLE, PERPETUAL, [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE, UNCREATED, WHO MADE ALL THINGS BY THE WORD OF HIS POWER.…THAT IS, THE SON. THEN HE GOES ON: THIS GOD WORSHIP YE, NOT AFTER THE MANNER OF THE GREEKS…SHOWING THAT WE AND THE GOOD, APPROVED GREEKS WORSHIP THE SAME GOD, THOUGH NOT ACCORDING TO PERFECT KNOWLEDGE FOR THEY HAD NOT LEARNED THE TRADITION OF THE SON. ‘DO NOT’, HE SAYS, ‘WORSHIP’, HE DOES NOT SAY ‘THE GOD WHOM THE GREEKS WORSHIP’, BUT ‘NOT AFTER THE MANNER OF THE GREEKS’: HE WOULD CHANGE THE METHOD OF WORSHIP OF GOD, NOT PROCLAIM ANOTHER GOD. WHAT, THEN, IS MEANT BY ‘NOT AFTER THE MANNER OF THE GREEKS’? PETER HIMSELF WILL EXPLAIN, FOR HE CONTINUES: CARRIED AWAY BY IGNORANCE AND NOT KNOWING GOD AS WE DO, ACCORDING TO THE PERFECT KNOWLEDGE, BUT SHAPING THOSE THINGS OVER WHICH HE GAVE THEM POWER, FOR THEIR USE, EVEN WOOD AND STONES, BRASS AND IRON, GOLD AND SILVER, FORGETTING, THEIR MATERIAL AND PROPER USE, THEY SET UP THINGS SUBSERVIENT TO THEIR EXISTENCE AND WORSHIP THEM, AND WHAT THINGS GOD HATH GIVEN THEM FOR FOOD, THE FOWLS OF THE AIR AND THE CREATURES THAT SWIM IN THE SEA AND CREEP UPON THE EARTH, WILD BEASTS AND FOUR-FOOTED CATTLE OF THE FIELD, WEASELS TOO AND MICE, CATS AND DOGS AND APES, YEA, THEIR OWN EATABLES DO THEY SACRIFICE AS OFFERINGS TO EATABLE GODS, AND OFFERING DEAD THINGS TO THE DEAD AS TO GODS, THEY SHOW INGRATITUDE TO GOD, BY THESE PRACTICES DENYING THAT HE EXISTS.…HE WILL CONTINUE AGAIN IN THIS FASHION: NEITHER WORSHIP YE HIM AS DO THE JEWS, FOR THEY, WHO SUPPOSE THAT THEY ALONE KNOW GOD, DO NOT KNOW HIM, SERVING ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS, THE MONTH AND THE MOON: AND IF NO MOON BE SEEN, THEY DO NOT CELEBRATE WHAT IS CALLED THE FIRST SABBATH, NOR KEEP THE NEW MOON, NOR THE DAYS OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, NOR THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES, NOR THE GREAT DAY OF ATONEMENT. THEN HE ADDS THE FINALE COLOPHON OF WHAT IS REQUIRED: SO THEN DO YE, LEARNING IN A HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS SORT THAT WHICH WE DELIVER UNTO YOU, OBSERVE IT, WORSHIPPING GOD THROUGH CHRIST IN A NEW WAY. FOR WE HAVE FOUND IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, HOW THE LORD SAITH: BEHOLD, I MAKE WITH YOU A NEW COVENANT, NOT AS THE COVENANT WITH YOUR FATHERS IN MOUNT HOREB. HE HATH MADE A NEW ONE WITH US: FOR THE WAYS OF THE GREEKS AND JEWS ARE OLD, BUT WE ARE THEY THAT WORSHIP HIM IN A NEW WAY IN A THIRD GENERATION, OR RACE, EVEN CHRISTIANS. SHORTLY AFTER THIS HE CITES PAUL ‘IN ADDITION TO THE PREACHING OF PETER’ AS REFERRING TO THE SIBYL AND HYSTASPES. THE PASSAGE IS GIVEN BELOW AS A POSSIBLE FRAGMENT OF THE ACTS OF PAUL. AFTER HIS QUOTATION FROM PAUL, CLEMENT CONTINUES: THEREFORE, PETER SAYS THAT THE LORD SAID TO THE APOSTLES: IF THEN ANY OF ISRAEL WILL REPENT, TO BELIEVE IN GOD THROUGH MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], HIS [NON-SEXUAL] SINS SHALL BE FORGIVEN HIM: AND AFTER TWELVE YEARS GO YE OUT INTO THE WORLD, LEST ANY SAY: WE DID NOT HEAR. IN THE NEXT CHAPTER (VI. 6) HE HAS: FOR EXAMPLE, IN THE PREACHING OF PETER THE LORD SAYS: I CHOSE OUT YOU TWELVE, JUDGING YOU TO BE DISCIPLES WORTHY OF ME, WHOM THE LORD WILLED, AND [SEXLESSLY] THINKING YOU FAITHFUL APOSTLES, SENDING YOU UNTO THE WORLD TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO MEN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, THAT THEY SHOULD KNOW THAT THERE IS ONE GOD, TO DECLARE BY FAITH IN ME, THE CHRIST, WHAT SHALL BE, THAT THEY THAT HAVE HEARD AND BELIEVED MAY BE SAVED, AND THAT THEY WHICH HAVE NOT BELIEVED MAY HEAR AND BEAR WITNESS, NOT HAVING ANY DEFENSE SO AS TO SAY ‘WE DID NOT HEAR’. AFTER A FEW LINES: AND TO ALL REASONABLE SOULS IT HATH BEEN SAID ABOVE: WHATSOEVER THINGS ANY OF YOU DID IN IGNORANCE, NOT KNOWING GOD CLEARLY, ALL HIS [NON-SEXUAL] SINS SHALL BE FORGIVEN HIM. VI. 15. 128. PETER IN THE PREACHING, SPEAKING OF THE APOSTLES, SAYS: BUT WE HAVING OPENED THE BOOKS OF THE PROPHETS WHICH WE HAD, FOUND, SOMETIMES EXPRESSED BY PARABLES, SOMETIMES BY RIDDLES, AND SOMETIMES DIRECTLY, AUTHENTICALLY, AND IN SO MANY WORDS NAMING JESUS CHRIST, BOTH HIS COMING AND HIS DEATH AND THE CROSS AND ALL THE OTHER TORMENTS WHICH THE JEWS INFLICTED ON HIM, AND HIS RESURRECTION AND ASSUMPTION INTO THE HEAVENS BEFORE JERUSALEM WAS FOUNDED, MS. JUDGED, EVEN ALL THESE THINGS AS THEY HAD BEEN WRITTEN, WHAT HE MUST SUFFER AND WHAT SHALL BE AFTER HIM. WHEN, THEREFORE, WE, TOOK KNOWLEDGE OF THESE THINGS, WE, BELIEVED IN GOD THROUGH THAT WHICH HAD BEEN WRITTEN OF HIM. AND A LITTLE AFTER HE ADDS THAT THE PROPHECIES CAME BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE, IN THESE TERMS: FOR WE KNOW THAT GOD COMMANDED THEM IN VERY DEED, AND WITHOUT THE HOLY SCRIPTURE WE SAY NOTHING. THE [SEXUAL] CHARACTER OF THE HEATHEN WORSHIP, WITH ITS MENTION OF WEASELS, CATS, AND THE FACT THAT OUR AUTHORITIES ARE ALL ALEXANDRINE, POINT TO THE EGYPTIAN ORIGIN AND CURRENCY OF THE PREACHING. WE SEE ALSO THAT IT WAS AN ORTHODOX BOOK. ORIGEN EVEN FACES THE POSSIBILITY OF ITS BEING GENUINE IN WHOLE OR IN PART. THE EARLIEST OF THE GREEK APOLOGISTS FOR CHRISTIANITY WHOSE WORK WE HAVE, ARISTIDES, TAKES A VERY SIMILAR LINE TO THE PREACHING, AND IS [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT TO HAVE USED IT. A SYRIAC PREACHING OF SIMON CEPHAS IN THE CITY OF ROME, TO BE FOUND IN CURETON’S SYRIAC DOCUMENTS, HAS NOTHING IN COMMON WITH OUR BOOK. ITS GIST IS, BRIEFLY, THIS: A GREAT ASSEMBLY GATHERS TO HEAR PETER. HE SPEAKS TO THEM OF THE LIFE AND DEATH OF JESUS, AND THE CALL OF THE APOSTLES, EXHORTS THEM TO SHUN [SEXUAL] IDOLATRY: REVERTS TO THE SIGNS AT THE CRUCIFIXION, AND THE REPORT OF PILATE TO CAESAR AND THE SENATE, AND WARNS THEM AGAINST SIMON MAGUS. WE THEN HAVE THE INCIDENT OF THE DEAD MAN RAISED BY PETER AFTER SIMON HAD FAILED. PETER’S EPISCOPATE OF TWENTY-FIVE YEARS, HIS MARTYRDOM AND THAT OF PAUL, NERO’S DEATH, AND A FAMINE WHICH ENSUED AFTER MANY YEARS, ARE SHORTLY TOLD. IN THE CLEMENTINE RECOGNITIONS, A GREAT DEAL IS SAID ABOUT BOOKS OF PREACHING’S OF PETER: BUT THESE ARE TO A GREAT EXTENT IMAGINARY, AND, IF EVER THEY EXISTED, MUST HAVE BELONGED TO THE SAME PECULIAR SCHOOL OF [SEXLESS] THOUGHT AS THE REST OF THAT LITERATURE. THERE ARE CERTAIN OTHER FRAGMENTS OF A ‘TEACHING OF PETER’ WHICH MAY BE ANOTHER NAME FOR THE PREACHING. OPINION IS DIVIDED. PROBABLY THE FIRST, FROM ORIGEN, IS FROM THE PREACHING. THE OTHERS ARE OF A DIFFERENT COMPLEXION. ORIGEN ON FIRST PRINCIPLES I, PROLOGUE 8. BUT IF ANY WOULD PRODUCE TO US FROM THAT BOOK WHICH IS CALLED ‘THE DOCTRINE OF PETER’, THE PASSAGE WHERE THE SAVIOR IS REPRESENTED AS SAYING, LIT. SEEMS TO SAY, TO THE DISCIPLES: I AM NOT A BODILESS SPIRIT (DEMON): HE MUST BE ANSWERED IN THE FIRST PLACE THAT THAT BOOK IS NOT RECKONED AMONG THE BOOKS OF THE CHURCH: AND THEN, IT MUST BE SHOWN THAT THE WRITING IS NEITHER BY PETER NOR BY ANYONE ELSE WHO WAS INSPIRED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD. THE QUOTATION AGREES WITH ONE FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS. GREGORY OF NAZIANZUS, EP. 16. ‘A SOUL IN TROUBLE IS NEAR UNTO GOD’, SAITH PETER SOMEWHERE, A MARVELLOUS UTTERANCE. (JOHN OF DAMASCUS), SACRED PARALLELS, A. 12: OF PETER: WRETCHED THAT I AM, I REMEMBERED NOT THAT GOD SEETH THE MIND AND OBSERVETH THE VOICE OF THE SOUL. ALLYING MYSELF WITH [SEXUAL] SIN, I SAID UNTO MYSELF: GOD IS MERCIFUL, AND WILL BEAR WITH THEE: AND BECAUSE I WAS NOT IMMEDIATELY SMITTEN, I CEASED NOT, BUT RATHER DESPISED PARDON, AND EXHAUSTED THE LONG-SUFFERING OF GOD. IBID. FROM THE TEACHING OF PETER: RICH IS HE THAT HATH MERCY ON MANY, AND HE THAT, IMITATING GOD, GIVETH OF THAT HE HATH. FOR GOD HATH GIVEN ALL THINGS UNTO ALL, OF HIS OWN CREATURES. UNDERSTAND THEN, YE RICH, THAT YE OUGHT TO MINISTER, FOR YE HAVE RECEIVED MORE THAN YE YOURSELVES NEED. LEARN THAT OTHERS LACK THE THINGS YE HAVE IN SUPERFLUITY. BE ASHAMED TO KEEP THINGS THAT BELONG TO OTHERS. IMITATE THE FAIRNESS, EQUALITY, OF GOD, AND NO MAN WILL BE POOR. OECUMENIUS ON JAMES, 5:16. AND THAT HAPPENS TO US WHICH BLESSED PETER SAYS: ONE BUILDING AND ONE PULLING DOWN! THEY GAIN NAUGHT BUT THEIR LABOUR.
THE GNOSTIC BOOKS OF THE HOLY BIBLE
EARLY WISDOM GOSPELS 
THE GNOSTIC GOSPEL OF THOMAS
(1) AND HE SAID, WHOEVER DISCOVERS WHAT THESE SAYINGS MEAN WILL NOT TASTE DEATH. (2) YESHUA SAID, SEEK AND DO NOT STOP SEEKING UNTIL YOU FIND. WHEN YOU FIND, YOU WILL BE TROUBLED. WHEN YOU ARE TROUBLED, YOU WILL MARVEL AND RULE OVER ALL. (3) YESHUA SAID, IF YOUR LEADERS TELL YOU, "LOOK, THE KINGDOM IS IN HEAVEN," THEN THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN WILL PRECEDE YOU. IF THEY SAY TO YOU, "IT'S IN THE SEA," THEN THE FISH WILL PRECEDE YOU. BUT THE KINGDOM IS INSIDE YOU AND IT IS OUTSIDE YOU [2ND CORINTHIANS 12:1-6]. WHEN YOU KNOW YOURSELVES, THEN YOU WILL BE KNOWN, AND YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THAT YOU ARE CHILDREN OF THE LIVING FATHER [STEPHEN]. BUT IF YOU DO NOT KNOW YOURSELVES, THEN YOU DWELL IN POVERTY AND YOU ARE POVERTY. (4) YESHUA SAID, A PERSON OLD IN DAYS WILL NOT HESITATE TO ASK A LITTLE CHILD SEVEN DAYS OLD ABOUT THE PLACE OF LIFE, AND THE PERSON WILL LIVE. FOR MANY OF THE FIRST WILL BE LAST AND BECOME A SINGLE ONE. (5) YESHUA SAID, KNOW WHAT IS IN FRONT OF YOUR FACE AND WHAT IS HIDDEN FROM YOU WILL BE DISCLOSED. THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN THAT WILL NOT BE REVEALED. (6) HIS STUDENTS ASKED HIM AND SAID TO HIM, DO YOU WANT US TO FAST? HOW SHOULD WE PRAY? SHOULD WE GIVE TO CHARITY? WHAT DIET SHOULD WE OBSERVE? YESHUA SAID, DO NOT LIE AND DO NOT DO WHAT YOU HATE. ALL THINGS ARE DISCLOSED BEFORE HEAVEN. THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN THAT WILL NOT BE REVEALED, NOTHING COVERED THAT WILL REMAIN UNDISCLOSED. (7) YESHUA SAID, BLESSINGS ON THE LION IF A, HUMAN EATS IT, MAKING THE LION HUMAN. FOUL IS THE HUMAN IF A LION EATS IT, MAKING THE LION HUMAN. (8) AND HE SAID, HUMANKIND IS LIKE A WISE FISHERMAN WHO CAST HIS NET INTO THE SEA AND DREW IT UP FROM THE SEA FULL OF LITTLE FISH. AMONG THE FISH HE FOUND A FINE LARGE FISH. HE THREW ALL THE LITTLE FISH BACK INTO THE SEA AND EASILY CHOSE THE LARGE FISH. WHOEVER HAS EARS TO HEAR SHOULD HEAR. (9) YESHUA SAID, LOOK, THE SOWER WENT OUT, TOOK A HANDFUL OF SEEDS, AND SCATTERED THEM. SOME FELL ON THE ROAD AND THE BIRDS CAME AND PECKED THEM UP. OTHERS FELL ON ROCK AND THEY DID NOT TAKE ROOT IN THE SOIL AND DID NOT PRODUCE HEADS OF GRAIN. OTHERS FELL ON THORNS AND THEY CHOKED THE SEEDS AND WORMS DEVOURED THEM. AND OTHERS FELL ON GOOD SOIL AND IT BROUGHT FORTH A GOOD CROP, YIELDING SIXTY PER MEASURE AND ONE HUNDRED TWENTY PER MEASURE. (10) YESHUA SAID, I HAVE THROWN FIRE UPON THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE], AND LOOK, I AM WATCHING TILL IT BLAZES. (11) YESHUA SAID, THIS HEAVEN WILL PASS AWAY AND THE ONE ABOVE IT WILL PASS AWAY. THE DEAD ARE NOT ALIVE AND THE LIVING WILL NOT DIE. DURING THE DAYS WHEN YOU ATE WHAT IS DEAD YOU MADE IT ALIVE. WHEN YOU ARE IN THE LIGHT, WHAT WILL YOU DO? ON THE DAY WHEN YOU WERE ONE YOU BECAME TWO. BUT WHEN YOU BECOME TWO, WHAT WILL YOU DO? (12) THE STUDENTS SAID TO YESHUA, WE KNOW YOU WILL LEAVE US. WHO WILL BE OUR LEADER? YESHUA SAID TO THEM, WHEREVER YOU ARE, SEEK OUT YAAKOV THE JUST. FOR HIS SAKE HEAVEN AND EARTH CAME INTO BEING. (13) YESHUA SAID TO HIS STUDENTS, COMPARE ME TO SOMETHING AND TELL ME WHAT I AM LIKE. SHIMON KEFA SAID TO HIM, YOU ARE LIKE A JUST MESSENGER. MATAI SAID TO HIM, YOU ARE LIKE A WISE PHILOSOPHER. TOMA SAID TO HIM, RABBI, MY MOUTH IS UTTERLY UNABLE TO SAY WHAT YOU ARE LIKE. YESHUA SAID, I AM NOT YOUR RABBI. BECAUSE YOU HAVE DRUNK, YOU ARE INTOXICATED FROM THE BUBBLING SPRING I TENDED. AND HE TOOK HIM AND WITHDREW, AND SPOKE THREE SAYINGS TO HIM. WHEN TOMA CAME BACK TO HIS FRIENDS, THEY ASKED HIM, WHAT DID YESHUA SAY TO YOU? TOMA SAID TO THEM, IF I TELL YOU ONE OF THE SAYING’S HE SPOKE TO ME, YOU WILL PICK UP ROCKS AND STONE ME AND FIRE WILL COME OUT OF THE ROCKS AND CONSUME YOU. (14) YESHUA SAID TO THEM, IF YOU FAST YOU WILL BRING SIN UPON YOURSELVES, AND IF YOU PRAY YOU WILL BE CONDEMNED, AND IF YOU GIVE TO CHARITY YOU WILL HARM YOUR SPIRITS. WHEN YOU GO INTO ANY REGION AND WALK THROUGH THE COUNTRYSIDE, AND PEOPLE RECEIVE YOU, EAT WHAT THEY SERVE YOU AND HEAL THE SICK AMONG THEM. WHAT GOES INTO YOUR MOUTH WILL NOT DEFILE YOU, BUT WHAT COMES OUT OF YOUR MOUTH WILL DEFILE YOU.  (15) YESHUA SAID, WHEN YOU SEE ONE NOT BORN OF WOMAN [LADY VICTORIA IN PROVERBS 8:22-29], FALL ON YOUR FACES AND WORSHIP. THAT IS YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN]. (16) YESHUA SAID, PEOPLE MAY [SEXLESSLY] THINK I HAVE COME TO IMPOSE PEACE UPON THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE]. THEY DO NOT KNOW THAT I HAVE COME TO IMPOSE CONFLICTS UPON THE EARTH: FIRE, SWORD, WAR. FOR THERE WILL BE FIVE IN A HOUSE. THERE WILL BE THREE AGAINST TWO AND TWO AGAINST THREE, FATHER AGAINST SON AND SON AGAINST FATHER, AND THEY WILL STAND ALONE. (17) YESHUA SAID, I SHALL GIVE YOU WHAT NO EYE HAS SEEN, WHAT NO EAR HAS HEARD, WHAT NO HAND HAS TOUCHED, WHAT HAS NOT ARISEN IN THE HUMAN HEART. (18) THE STUDENTS SAID TO YESHUA, TELL US HOW OUR END WILL BE. YESHUA SAID, HAVE YOU DISCOVERED THE BEGINNING AND NOW ARE SEEKING THE END? WHERE THE BEGINNING IS, THE END WILL BE. BLESSINGS ON YOU WHO STAND AT THE BEGINNING. YOU WILL KNOW THE END AND NOT TASTE DEATH. (19) YESHUA SAID, BLESSINGS ON YOU WHO CAME INTO BEING BEFORE COMING INTO BEING. IF YOU BECOME MY STUDENTS AND HEAR MY SAYINGS, THESE STONES WILL SERVE YOU. FOR THERE ARE FIVE TREES IN PARADISE FOR YOU. SUMMER OR WINTER THEY DO NOT CHANGE AND THEIR LEAVES DO NOT FALL. WHOEVER KNOWS THEM WILL NOT TASTE DEATH.  (20) THE STUDENTS SAID TO YESHUA, TELL US WHAT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE. HE SAID TO THEM, IT IS LIKE A MUSTARD SEED, THE TINIEST OF SEEDS, BUT WHEN IT FALLS ON PREPARED SOIL, IT PRODUCES A GREAT PLANT AND BECOMES A SHELTER FOR THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN. (21) MIRYAM SAID TO YESHUA, WHAT ARE YOUR STUDENTS LIKE? HE SAID, THEY ARE LIKE LITTLE CHILDREN LIVING IN A FIELD THAT IS NOT THEIRS. WHEN THE OWNERS OF THE FIELD COME, THEY WILL SAY, "GIVE OUR FIELD BACK TO US." THE CHILDREN TAKE OFF THEIR CLOTHES IN FRONT OF THEM TO GIVE IT BACK, AND THEY RETURN THEIR FIELD TO THEM. SO, I SAY, IF THE OWNER OF A HOUSE KNOWS THAT A THIEF IS COMING, HE WILL BE ON GUARD BEFORE THE THIEF ARRIVES AND WILL NOT LET THE THIEF BREAK INTO THE HOUSE OF HIS ESTATE AND STEAL HIS POSSESSIONS. AS FOR YOU, BE ON GUARD AGAINST THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE]. ARM YOURSELVES WITH GREAT STRENGTH, OR THE ROBBERS WILL FIND A WAY TO REACH YOU, FOR THE TROUBLE YOU EXPECT WILL COME. LET SOMEONE AMONG YOU UNDERSTAND. WHEN THE CROP RIPENED, THE REAPER CAME QUICKLY WITH SICKLE IN HAND AND HARVESTED IT. WHOEVER HAS EARS TO HEAR SHOULD HEAR. (22) YESHUA SAW SOME BABIES NURSING. HE SAID TO HIS STUDENTS, THESE NURSING BABIES ARE LIKE THOSE WHO ENTER THE KINGDOM. THEY SAID TO HIM, THEN SHALL WE ENTER THE KINGDOM AS BABIES? YESHUA SAID TO THEM, WHEN YOU MAKE THE TWO INTO ONE, AND WHEN YOU MAKE THE INNER LIKE THE OUTER AND THE OUTER LIKE THE INNER AND THE UPPER LIKE THE LOWER, AND WHEN YOU MAKE MALE AND FEMALE INTO A SINGLE ONE, SO THAT THE MALE WILL NOT BE MALE NOR THE FEMALE BE FEMALE, WHEN YOU MAKE EYES IN PLACE OF AN EYE, A HAND IN PLACE OF A HAND, A FOOT IN PLACE OF A FOOT, AN IMAGE IN PLACE OF AN IMAGE, THEN YOU WILL ENTER THE KINGDOM. (23) YESHUA SAID, I SHALL CHOOSE YOU AS ONE FROM A THOUSAND AND AS TWO FROM TEN THOUSAND AND THEY WILL STAND AS A SINGLE ONE. (24) HIS STUDENTS SAID, SHOW US THE PLACE WHERE YOU ARE. WE MUST SEEK IT. HE SAID TO THEM, WHOEVER HAS EARS SHOULD HEAR. THERE IS LIGHT WITHIN A PERSON OF LIGHT AND IT SHINES ON THE WHOLE WORLD. IF IT DOES NOT SHINE IT IS DARK. (25) YESHUA SAID, [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOUR BROTHER LIKE YOUR SOUL. PROTECT THAT PERSON LIKE THE PUPIL OF YOUR EYE. (26) YESHUA SAID, YOU SEE THE SPECK IN YOUR BROTHER'S EYE BUT NOT THE BEAM IN YOUR OWN EYE. WHEN YOU TAKE THE BEAM OUT OF YOUR OWN EYE, THEN YOU WILL SEE CLEARLY TO TAKE THE SPECK OUT OF YOUR BROTHER'S EYE. (27) IF YOU DO NOT FAST FROM THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE], YOU WILL NOT FIND THE KINGDOM. IF YOU DO NOT OBSERVE THE SHABBAT AS SHABBAT, YOU WILL NOT SEE THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. (28) YESHUA SAID, I TOOK MY STAND IN THE MIDST OF THE WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE], AND I APPEARED TO THEM IN FLESH. I FOUND THEM ALL DRUNK YET NONE OF THEM THIRSTY. MY SOUL ACHED FOR THE HUMAN CHILDREN BECAUSE THEY ARE BLIND IN THEIR HEARTS AND DO NOT SEE. THEY CAME INTO THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] EMPTY AND SEEK TO DEPART FROM THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] EMPTY. BUT NOW THEY ARE DRUNK. WHEN THEY SHAKE OFF THEIR WINE, THEY WILL REPENT. (29) YESHUA SAID, IF THE FLESH CAME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF SPIRIT, IT IS A MARVEL, BUT IF SPIRIT CAME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF BODY, IT IS A MARVEL OF MARVELS. YET I MARVEL AT HOW THIS GREAT WEALTH HAS COME TO DWELL IN THIS POVERTY. (30) YESHUA SAID, WHERE THERE ARE THREE DEITIES, THEY ARE DIVINE. WHERE THERE ARE TWO OR ONE, I AM WITH THAT ONE. (31) YESHUA SAID, A PROPHET IS NOT ACCEPTED IN THE HOMETOWN. A DOCTOR DOES NOT HEAL THOSE WHO KNOW THE DOCTOR. (32) YESHUA SAID, A CITY BUILT UPON A HIGH HILL AND FORTIFIED CANNOT FALL, NOR CAN IT BE HIDDEN. (33) YESHUA SAID, WHAT YOU WILL HEAR IN YOUR EAR IN THE OTHER EAR PROCLAIM FROM YOUR ROOFTOPS. NO ONE LIGHTS A LAMP AND PUTS IT UNDER A BASKET, NOR IN A HIDDEN PLACE. YOU PUT IT ON A STAND SO THAT ALL WHO COME AND GO WILL SEE ITS LIGHT. (34) YESHUA SAID, IF A BLIND PERSON LEADS A BLIND PERSON, BOTH WILL FALL IN A HOLE. (35) YESHUA SAID, YOU CANNOT ENTER THE HOUSE OF THE STRONG AND TAKE IT BY FORCE WITHOUT BINDING THE OWNER'S HANDS. THEN YOU CAN LOOT THE HOUSE. (36) YESHUA SAID, FROM MORNING TO EVENING AND FROM EVENING TO MORNING, DO NOT WORRY ABOUT WHAT YOU WILL WEAR. (37) HIS STUDENTS SAID, WHEN WILL YOU APPEAR TO US AND WHEN SHALL WE SEE YOU? YESHUA SAID, WHEN YOU STRIP NAKED WITHOUT BEING ASHAMED AND TAKE YOUR CLOTHES AND PUT THEM UNDER YOUR FEET LIKE SMALL CHILDREN AND TRAMPLE THEM, THEN YOU WILL SEE THE CHILD OF THE LIVING ONE AND YOU WILL NOT BE AFRAID. (38) YESHUA SAID, OFTEN YOU WANTED TO HEAR THESE SAYINGS I AM TELLING YOU, AND YOU HAVE NO ONE ELSE FROM WHOM TO HEAR THEM. THERE WILL BE DAYS WHEN YOU WILL SEEK ME AND YOU WILL NOT FIND ME. (39) YESHUA SAID, THE PHARISEES AND THE SCHOLARS HAVE TAKEN THE KEYS OF KNOWLEDGE AND HAVE HIDDEN THEM. THEY HAVE NOT ENTERED, NOR HAVE THEY ALLOWED THOSE WHO WANT TO ENTER TO GO INSIDE. YOU SHOULD BE SHREWD AS SNAKES AND INNOCENT AS DOVES. (40) YESHUA SAID, A GRAPEVINE HAS BEEN PLANTED FAR FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. SINCE IT IS NOT STRONG IT WILL BE PULLED UP BY THE ROOT AND PERISH. (41) YESHUA SAID, WHOEVER HAS SOMETHING IN HAND WILL BE GIVEN MORE AND WHOEVER HAS NOTHING WILL BE DEPRIVED OF THE PALTRY THINGS POSSESSED. (42) YESHUA SAID, BE PASSERSBY. (43) HIS STUDENTS SAID TO HIM, WHO ARE YOU TO SAY THESE THINGS TO US? YESHUA SAID, FROM WHAT I TELL YOU, YOU DO NOT KNOW WHO I AM, BUT YOU HAVE BECOME LIKE THE JEWS. THEY [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE TREE BUT HATE ITS FRUIT OR [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE FRUIT BUT HATE THE TREE. (44) YESHUA SAID, WHOEVER BLASPHEMES AGAINST THE FATHER [JAMES] WILL BE FORGIVEN, AND WHOEVER BLASPHEMES AGAINST THE SON [JESUS] WILL BE FORGIVEN, BUT WHOEVER BLASPHEMES AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT [FATHER STEPHEN IN JOHN 4:23-24; 14:26; 15:26; 16:13 & ACTS 6:5, 10, 14-15; 7:55-56] WILL NOT BE FORGIVEN, EITHER ON EARTH OR IN HEAVEN. (45) YESHUA SAID, GRAPES ARE NOT HARVESTED FROM THORN TREES, NOR ARE FIGS GATHERED FROM THISTLES. THEY YIELD NO FRUIT. A GOOD PERSON BRINGS FORTH GOOD FROM THE STOREHOUSE. A BAD PERSON BRINGS FORTH EVIL THINGS FROM THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPT STOREHOUSE IN THE HEART AND SAYS EVIL THINGS. FROM THE ABUNDANCE OF THE HEART SUCH A PERSON BRINGS FORTH EVIL. (46) YESHUA SAID, FROM ADAM TO YOHANAN THE BAPTIZER, AMONG THOSE BORN OF WOMEN, NO ONE OF YOU IS SO MUCH GREATER THAN YOHANAN THAT YOUR EYES SHOULD NOT BE AVERTED. BUT I HAVE SAID THAT WHOEVER AMONG YOU BECOMES A CHILD WILL KNOW THE KINGDOM AND BECOME GREATER THAN YOHANAN. (47) YESHUA SAID, A PERSON CANNOT MOUNT TWO HORSES OR BEND TWO BOWS, AND A SERVANT CANNOT SERVE TWO MASTERS, OR THE SERVANT WILL HONOR ONE [LORD] AND [SEXUALLY] OFFEND THE OTHER [MAMON]. NO ONE WHO DRINKS AGED WINE SUDDENLY WANTS TO DRINK NEW WINE. NEW WINE IS NOT POURED INTO AGED WINESKINS OR THEY MAY BREAK, AND AGED WINE IS NOT POURED INTO A NEW WINESKIN OR IT MAY SPOIL. AN OLD PATCH IS NOT SEWN ONTO A NEW GARMENT OR IT MAY TEAR. (48) YESHUA SAID, IF TWO MAKE PEACE WITH EACH OTHER IN ONE HOUSE, THEY WILL TELL THE MOUNTAIN, "MOVE," AND THE MOUNTAIN WILL MOVE. (49) YESHUA SAID, BLESSINGS ON YOU WHO ARE ALONE AND CHOSEN, FOR YOU WILL FIND THE KINGDOM. YOU HAVE COME FROM IT AND WILL RETURN THERE AGAIN. (50) YESHUA SAID, IF THEY SAY TO YOU, "WHERE HAVE YOU COME FROM?" SAY TO THEM, "WE HAVE COME FROM THE LIGHT, FROM THE PLACE WHERE THE LIGHT CAME INTO BEING BY ITSELF, ESTABLISHED ITSELF, AND APPEARED IN THEIR IMAGE." IF THEY SAY TO YOU, "IS IT YOU?" SAY, "WE ARE ITS CHILDREN AND THE CHOSEN OF THE LIVING FATHER [STEPHEN]." IF THEY ASK YOU, "WHAT IS THE EVIDENCE OF YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] IN YOU?" SAY TO THEM, "IT IS MOTION AND REST." (51) HIS STUDENTS SAID TO HIM, WHEN WILL THE DEAD REST? WHEN WILL THE NEW WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE] COME? HE SAID TO THEM, WHAT YOU LOOK FOR HAS COME BUT YOU DO NOT KNOW IT. (52) HIS STUDENTS SAID TO HIM, TWENTY-FOUR PROPHETS HAVE SPOKEN IN ISRAEL AND THEY ALL SPOKE OF YOU. HE SAID TO THEM, YOU, HAVE DISREGARDED THE LIVING ONE AMONG YOU AND HAVE SPOKEN OF THE DEAD. (53) HIS STUDENTS SAID TO HIM, IS CIRCUMCISION USEFUL OR NOT? HE SAID TO THEM, IF IT WERE USEFUL, FATHERS WOULD PRODUCE THEIR CHILDREN ALREADY CIRCUMCISED FROM THEIR MOTHERS. BUT THE TRUE CIRCUMCISION IN SPIRIT IS ALTOGETHER VALUABLE. (54) YESHUA SAID, BLESSINGS ON YOU THE POOR, FOR YOURS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. (55) YESHUA SAID, THOSE WHO DO NOT HATE THEIR FATHER AND MOTHER CANNOT BE MY STUDENTS, AND THOSE WHO DO NOT HATE THEIR BROTHERS AND SISTERS AND BEAR THE CROSS AS I DO WILL NOT BE WORTHY OF ME. (56) YESHUA SAID, WHOEVER HAS COME TO KNOW THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] HAS DISCOVERED A CARCASS, AND WHOEVER HAS DISCOVERED A CARCASS, OF THAT PERSON THE WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE] IS NOT WORTHY. (57) YESHUA SAID, THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM IS LIKE SOMEONE WITH GOOD SEED. HIS ENEMY CAME AT NIGHT AND SOWED WEEDS AMONG THE GOOD SEED. HE DID NOT LET THEM PULL UP THE WEEDS BUT SAID TO THEM, "NO, OR YOU MIGHT GO TO PULL UP THE WEEDS AND PULL UP THE WHEAT ALONG WITH THEM." ON HARVEST DAY THE WEEDS WILL BE CONSPICUOUS AND WILL BE PULLED UP AND BURNED. (58) YESHUA SAID, BLESSINGS ON THE PERSON WHO HAS LABORED AND FOUND LIFE. (59) YESHUA SAID, LOOK TO THE LIVING ONE AS LONG AS YOU LIVE OR YOU MAY DIE AND TRY TO SEE THE LIVING ONE AND YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SEE. (60) HE SAW A SAMARITAN CARRYING A LAMB AS HE WAS GOING TO THE LAND OF YEHUDA. HE SAID TO HIS STUDENTS... THAT PERSON…AROUND THE LAMB. THEY SAID TO HIM, SO HE MAY KILL IT AND EAT IT. HE SAID TO THEM, HE WILL NOT EAT IT WHILE IT IS ALIVE BUT ONLY AFTER HE HAS KILLED IT AND IT HAS BECOME A CARCASS. THEY SAID, OTHERWISE HE CANNOT DO IT. HE SAID TO THEM, SO WITH YOU. SEEK A PLACE OF REST OR YOU MAY BECOME A CARCASS AND BE EATEN. (61) YESHUA SAID, TWO WILL REST ON A COUCH. ONE WILL DIE, ONE WILL LIVE. SALOME SAID, WHO ARE YOU, MISTER? YOU HAVE CLIMBED ON MY COUCH AND EATEN FROM MY TABLE AS IF YOU ARE FROM SOMEONE. YESHUA SAID TO HER, I AM THE ONE WHO COMES FROM WHAT IS WHOLE. I WAS GIVEN FROM THE THINGS OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. SALOME SAID, I AM YOUR STUDENT. YESHUA SAID, I SAY, IF YOU ARE WHOLE, YOU WILL BE FILLED WITH LIGHT, BUT IF DIVIDED, YOU WILL BE FILLED WITH DARKNESS. (62) YESHUA SAID, I DISCLOSE MY MYSTERIES TO THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY OF MY MYSTERIES. DO NOT LET YOUR LEFT HAND KNOW WHAT YOUR RIGHT HAND IS DOING. (63) YESHUA SAID, THERE WAS A RICH PERSON WHO WAS VERY WEALTHY. HE SAID, "I SHALL INVEST MY MONEY SO I MAY SOW, REAP, PLANT, AND FILL MY STOREHOUSES WITH PRODUCE. THEN I SHALL LACK NOTHING." THIS IS WHAT HE WAS [SEXUALLY] THINKING IN HIS HEART, BUT THAT VERY NIGHT HE DIED. WHOEVER HAS EARS SHOULD HEAR. (64) YESHUA SAID, A PERSON WAS RECEIVING GUESTS. WHEN HE PREPARED THE DINNER, HE SENT HIS SERVANT TO INVITE THE GUESTS. THE SERVANT WENT TO THE FIRST AND SAID, "MY MASTER INVITES YOU." THAT PERSON SAID, "SOME MERCHANTS OWE ME MONEY. THEY ARE COMING TONIGHT. I MUST GO AND GIVE THEM INSTRUCTIONS. PLEASE EXCUSE ME FROM DINNER." THE SERVANT WENT TO ANOTHER AND SAID, "MY MASTER INVITES YOU." HE SAID TO THE SERVANT, "I HAVE BOUGHT A HOUSE AND I'VE BEEN CALLED AWAY FOR A DAY. I HAVE NO TIME." THE SERVANT WENT TO ANOTHER AND SAID, "MY MASTER INVITES YOU." HE SAID TO THE SERVANT, "MY FRIEND IS TO BE MARRIED AND I AM TO ARRANGE THE BANQUET. I CAN'T COME. PLEASE EXCUSE ME FROM DINNER." THE SERVANT WENT TO ANOTHER AND SAID, "MY MASTER INVITES YOU." HE SAID TO THE SERVANT, "I HAVE BOUGHT AN ESTATE AND I AM GOING TO COLLECT RENT. I SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO COME. PLEASE EXCUSE ME." THE SERVANT RETURNED AND SAID TO HIS MASTER, "THOSE YOU INVITED TO DINNER HAVE ASKED TO BE EXCUSED." THE MASTER SAID TO HIS SERVANT, "GO OUT INTO THE STREETS AND INVITE WHOMEVER YOU FIND FOR THE DINNER. BUYERS AND MERCHANTS WILL NOT ENTER THE PLACES OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]." (65) HE SAID, A... PERSON OWNED A VINEYARD AND RENTED IT TO SOME FARMERS TO WORK IT AND FROM THEM HE WOULD COLLECT ITS PRODUCE. HE SENT HIS SERVANT FOR THE FARMERS TO GIVE HIM THE PRODUCE OF THE VINEYARD. THEY SEIZED, BEAT, AND ALMOST KILLED HIS SERVANT, WHO RETURNED AND TOLD HIS MASTER. HIS MASTER SAID, "PERHAPS HE DID NOT KNOW THEM." AND HE SENT ANOTHER SERVANT, BUT THEY BEAT HIM AS WELL. THEN THE MASTER SENT HIS SON AND SAID, "PERHAPS THEY WILL RESPECT MY SON." SINCE THE FARMERS KNEW THE SON WAS THE HEIR OF THE VINEYARD, THEY SEIZED HIM AND KILLED HIM. WHOEVER HAS EARS SHOULD HEAR. (66) YESHUA SAID, SHOW ME THE STONE THAT THE BUILDERS REJECTED. THAT IS THE CORNERSTONE. (67) YESHUA SAID, ONE WHO KNOWS ALL BUT LACKS WITHIN IS UTTERLY LACKING. (68) YESHUA SAID, BLESSINGS ON YOU WHEN YOU ARE HATED AND PERSECUTED, AND NO PLACE WILL BE FOUND, WHEREVER YOU ARE PERSECUTED. THE MERCHANT WAS PRUDENT. HE SOLD HIS GOODS AND BOUGHT THE SINGLE PEARL FOR HIMSELF. SO, WITH YOU. SEEK HIS TREASURE THAT IS UNFAILING AND ENDURING, WHERE NO MOTH COMES TO DEVOUR AND NO WORM DESTROYS. (69) YESHUA SAID, BLESSINGS ON YOU WHO HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED IN YOUR HEARTS. ONLY YOU TRULY KNOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. BLESSINGS ON YOU WHO ARE HUNGRY THAT THE STOMACH OF SOMEONE ELSE IN WANT MAY BE FILLED. (70) YESHUA SAID, IF YOU BRING FORTH WHAT IS WITHIN YOU, WHAT YOU HAVE WILL SAVE YOU. IF YOU HAVE NOTHING WITHIN YOU, WHAT YOU DO NOT HAVE WITHIN YOU WILL KILL YOU. (71) YESHUA SAID, I SHALL DESTROY THIS HOUSE AND NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO REBUILD IT. (72) SOMEONE SAID TO HIM, TELL MY BROTHERS TO DIVIDE MY FATHER'S POSSESSIONS WITH ME. HE SAID TO THE PERSON, MISTER, WHO MADE ME A DIVIDER? HE TURNED TO HIS STUDENTS AND SAID TO THEM, I AM NOT A DIVIDER, AM I?  (73) YESHUA SAID, THE HARVEST IS LARGE BUT THE WORKERS ARE FEW. BEG THE MASTER TO SEND OUT WORKERS TO THE HARVEST. (74) HE SAID, MASTER, THERE ARE MANY AROUND THE DRINKING TROUGH BUT NOTHING IN THE WELL. (75) YESHUA SAID, THERE ARE MANY STANDING AT THE DOOR BUT THOSE WHO ARE ALONE WILL ENTER THE WEDDING CHAMBER. (76) YESHUA SAID, THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM IS LIKE A MERCHANT WHO OWNED A SUPPLY OF MERCHANDISE AND FOUND A PEARL. THE MERCHANT WAS PRUDENT. HE SOLD HIS GOODS AND BOUGHT THE SINGLE PEARL FOR HIMSELF. SO, WITH YOU. SEEK HIS TREASURE THAT IS UNFAILING AND ENDURING, WHERE NO MOTH COMES TO DEVOUR AND NO WORM DESTROYS. (77) YESHUA SAID, I AM THE LIGHT OVER ALL THINGS. I AM ALL. FROM ME ALL HAS COME FORTH, AND TO ME ALL HAS REACHED. SPLIT A PIECE OF WOOD. I AM THERE. LIFT UP THE STONE AND YOU WILL FIND ME THERE. (78) YESHUA SAID, WHY HAVE YOU COME OUT TO THE COUNTRYSIDE? TO SEE A REED SHAKEN BY THE WIND? OR TO SEE A PERSON DRESSED IN SOFT CLOTHES LIKE YOUR RULERS AND YOUR PEOPLE OF POWER? THEY ARE DRESSED IN SOFT CLOTHES AND CANNOT UNDERSTAND TRUTH. (79) A WOMAN IN THE CROWD SAID TO HIM, BLESSINGS ON THE WOMB THAT BORE YOU AND THE BREASTS THAT FED YOU. HE SAID TO HER, BLESSINGS ON THOSE WHO HAVE HEARD THE WORD OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND HAVE TRULY KEPT IT. DAYS WILL COME WHEN YOU WILL SAY, "BLESSINGS ON THE WOMB THAT HAS NOT CONCEIVED AND THE BREASTS THAT HAVE NOT GIVEN MILK." (80) YESHUA SAID, WHOEVER HAS COME TO KNOW THE WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE] AS DISCOVERED THE BODY, AND WHOEVER HAS DISCOVERED THE BODY, OF THAT PERSON THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] IS NOT WORTHY. (81) YESHUA SAID, LET A PERSON OF WEALTH RULE, AND A PERSON OF POWER RENOUNCE IT. (82) YESHUA SAID, WHOEVER IS NEAR ME IS NEAR FIRE, AND WHOEVER IS FAR FROM ME IS FAR FROM THE [FIRE] KINGDOM. (83) YESHUA SAID, YOU, SEE IMAGES, BUT THE LIGHT WITHIN THEM IS HIDDEN IN THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] LIGHT [JAMES 1:17]. HE WILL BE DISCLOSED, BUT HIS [SEXLESS] IMAGE IS HIDDEN BY HIS LIGHT. (84) YESHUA SAID, WHEN YOU SEE YOUR LIKENESS YOU ARE HAPPY. BUT WHEN YOU SEE YOUR IMAGES THAT CAME INTO BEING BEFORE YOU AND THAT NEITHER DIE NOR BECOME VISIBLE, HOW MUCH YOU WILL BEAR! (85) YESHUA SAID, ADAM CAME FROM GREAT POWER AND GREAT WEALTH, BUT HE WAS NOT WORTHY OF YOU. HAD HE BEEN WORTHY, HE WOULD NOT HAVE TASTED DEATH. (86) YESHUA SAID, FOXES HAVE THEIR DENS AND BIRDS HAVE THEIR NESTS, BUT THE HUMAN CHILD HAS NO PLACE TO LAY HIS HEAD AND REST. (87) YESHUA SAID, HOW MISERABLE IS THE BODY THAT DEPENDS ON A BODY, AND HOW MISERABLE IS THE SOUL THAT DEPENDS ON BOTH. (88) YESHUA SAID, THE MESSENGERS AND THE PROPHETS WILL COME TO YOU AND GIVE YOU WHAT IS YOURS. YOU GIVE THEM WHAT YOU HAVE AND WONDER, "WHEN WILL THEY COME AND TAKE WHAT IS THEIRS?" (89) YESHUA SAID, WHY DO YOU WASH THE OUTSIDE OF THE CUP? DON'T YOU UNDERSTAND THAT THE ONE WHO MADE THE INSIDE ALSO MADE THE OUTSIDE? (90) YESHUA SAID, COME TO ME, FOR MY YOKE IS EASY AND MY MASTERY GENTLE, AND YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOURSELVES. (91) THEY SAID TO HIM, TELL US WHO YOU ARE SO THAT WE MAY BELIEVE IN YOU. HE SAID TO THEM, YOU EXAMINE THE FACE OF HEAVEN AND EARTH BUT YOU HAVE NOT COME TO KNOW THE ONE WHO IS IN YOUR PRESENCE, AND YOU DO NOT KNOW HOW TO EXAMINE THIS MOMENT. (92) YESHUA SAID, SEEK AND YOU WILL FIND. IN THE PAST I DID NOT TELL YOU THE THINGS ABOUT WHICH YOU ASKED ME. NOW I AM WILLING TO TELL YOU, BUT YOU DO NOT SEEK THEM. (93) DO NOT GIVE WHAT IS HOLY TO DOGS. THEY MIGHT THROW THEM UPON THE MANURE PILE. DO NOT THROW PEARLS TO SWINE. THEY MIGHT... IT. (94) YESHUA SAID, ONE WHO SEEKS WILL FIND. FOR ONE WHO KNOCKS IT WILL BE OPENED. (95) YESHUA SAID, IF YOU HAVE MONEY, DO NOT LEND IT AT INTEREST, BUT GIVE IT TO SOMEONE FROM WHOM YOU WILL NOT GET IT BACK. (96) YESHUA SAID, THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM IS LIKE A WOMAN WHO TOOK A LITTLE YEAST, HID IT IN DOUGH, AND MADE LARGE LOAVES OF BREAD. WHOEVER HAS EARS SHOULD HEAR. (97) YESHUA SAID, THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM IS LIKE A WOMAN WHO WAS CARRYING A JAR FULL OF MEAL. WHILE SHE WAS WALKING ALONG A DISTANT ROAD, THE HANDLE OF THE JAR BROKE AND THE MEAL SPILLED BEHIND HER ALONG THE ROAD. SHE DID NOT KNOW IT. SHE NOTICED NO PROBLEM. WHEN SHE REACHED HER HOUSE, SHE PUT THE JAR DOWN AND FOUND IT EMPTY. (98) YESHUA SAID, THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM IS LIKE A PERSON WHO WANTED TO PUT SOMEONE POWERFUL TO DEATH. WHILE AT HOME HE DREW HIS SWORD AND THRUST IT INTO THE WALL TO FIND OUT WHETHER HIS HAND WOULD GO IN. THEN HE KILLED THE POWERFUL PERSON. (99) THE STUDENTS SAID TO HIM, YOUR, BROTHERS AND YOUR MOTHER ARE STANDING OUTSIDE. HE SAID TO THEM, THOSE HERE WHO DO THE WILL OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] ARE MY BROTHERS AND MY MOTHER. THEY WILL ENTER MY FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM. (100) THEY SHOWED YESHUA A GOLD COIN AND SAID TO HIM, CAESAR'S PEOPLE DEMAND TAXES FROM US. HE SAID TO THEM, GIVE CAESAR THE THINGS THAT ARE CAESAR'S, GIVE GOD THE THINGS THAT ARE GOD'S, AND GIVE ME WHAT IS MINE. (101) THOSE WHO DO NOT HATE THEIR FATHER AND MOTHER AS I DO CANNOT BE MY STUDENTS, AND THOSE WHO DO NOT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEIR FATHER AND MOTHER AS I DO CANNOT BE MY STUDENTS. FOR MY MOTHER...BUT MY TRUE MOTHER GAVE ME LIFE. (102) YESHUA SAID, SHAME ON THE PHARISEES. THEY ARE LIKE A DOG SLEEPING IN THE CATTLE MANGER. IT DOES NOT EAT OR LET THE CATTLE EAT. (103) YESHUA SAID, BLESSINGS ON YOU IF YOU KNOW WHERE THE ROBBERS WILL ENTER, SO, YOU CAN WAKE UP, ROUSE YOUR ESTATE, AND ARM YOURSELF BEFORE THEY BREAK IN. (104) THEY SAID TO YESHUA, COME LET US PRAY TODAY AND FAST. YESHUA SAID, WHAT SIN HAVE I COMMITTED OR HOW HAVE I BEEN UNDONE? WHEN THE BRIDEGROOM LEAVES THE WEDDING CHAMBER, THEN LET THE PEOPLE FAST AND PRAY. (105) YESHUA SAID, WHOEVER KNOWS THE FATHER AND THE MOTHER WILL BE CALLED THE CHILD OF A WHORE. (106) YESHUA SAID, WHEN YOU MAKE TWO INTO ONE, YOU WILL BECOME HUMAN CHILDREN. WHEN YOU SAY, "MOUNTAIN, MOVE," THE MOUNTAIN WILL MOVE. (107) YESHUA SAID, THE KINGDOM IS LIKE A SHEPHERD WHO HAD A HUNDRED SHEEP. ONE OF THEM, THE LARGEST, WENT ASTRAY. HE LEFT THE 99 & LOOKED FOR THE ONE UNTIL HE FOUND IT. AFTER SO MUCH TROUBLE HE SAID TO THE SHEEP, "I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU MORE THAN THE NINETY-NINE." (108) YESHUA SAID, WHOEVER DRINKS FROM MY MOUTH WILL BECOME LIKE ME. I MYSELF SHALL BECOME THAT PERSON, AND THE HIDDEN THINGS WILL BE REVEALED TO THAT ONE. (109) YESHUA SAID, THE KINGDOM IS LIKE A PERSON WHO HAD A TREASURE HIDDEN IN HIS FIELD. HE DID NOT KNOW IT, AND WHEN HE DIED, HE LEFT IT TO HIS SON. THE SON DID NOT KNOW ABOUT IT. HE TOOK OVER THE FIELD AND SOLD IT. THE BUYER WAS PLOWING AND FOUND THE TREASURE, & BEGAN TO LEND MONEY AT INTEREST TO WHOMEVER HE WISHED. (110) YESHUA SAID, YOU WHO HAVE FOUND THE WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE] AND BECOME WEALTHY, RENOUNCE THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE].  (111) YESHUA SAID, THE HEAVENS AND EARTH WILL ROLL UP IN YOUR PRESENCE & YOU WHO LIVE FROM THE LIVING ONE WILL NOT SEE DEATH. DOESN'T YESHUA SAY THIS? WHOEVER HAS FOUND ONESELF, OF THAT PERSON THE WORLD IS NOT WORTHY. (112) YESHUA SAID, SHAME ON THE FLESH THAT DEPENDS ON THE SOUL. SHAME ON THE SOUL THAT DEPENDS ON THE FLESH. (113) HIS STUDENTS SAID TO HIM, WHEN WILL THE KINGDOM COME? YESHUA SAID, IT WILL NOT COME BECAUSE YOU ARE WATCHING FOR IT. NO ONE WILL ANNOUNCE, "LOOK, HERE IT IS," OR "LOOK, THERE IT IS." THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM IS SPREAD OUT UPON THE EARTH & PEOPLE DO NOT SEE IT. (114) SHIMON KEFA SAID TO THEM, MIRYAM SHOULD LEAVE US. FEMALES ARE NOT WORTHY OF LIFE. YESHUA SAID, LOOK, I SHALL GUIDE HER TO MAKE HER MALE, SO, SHE TOO MAY BECOME A LIVING SPIRIT RESEMBLING YOU MALES. FOR EVERY FEMALE WHO MAKES HERSELF MALE WILL ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.
THE GNOSTIC GOSPEL OF JOHN
CHAPTER 1: IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD
IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD AND THE WORD, WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD. HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD. THROUGH HIM EVERYTHING CAME TO BE AND WITHOUT THE WORD NOTHING CAME TO BE. WHAT CAME TO BE IN HIM WAS LIFE AND LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF ALL PEOPLE AND THE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS SHONE AND THE DARKNESS COULD NOT APPREHEND THE LIGHT.
YOHANAN CAME TO PROCLAIM LIGHT
THERE WAS A MAN SENT FROM GOD. HIS NAME WAS YOHANAN. HE CAME AS A WITNESS IN TESTIMONY OF THE LIGHT SO THAT ALL MIGHT BELIEVE THROUGH HIM. HE WAS NOT THE LIGHT, BUT CAME TO TESTIFY ABOUT THE LIGHT. THE LIGHT WAS THE TRUE LIGHT, WHICH ILLUMINATES EVERY PERSON WHO COMES INTO THE WORLD.
THE LIGHT WAS IN THE WORLD
HE WAS IN THE WORLD AND THROUGH HIM THE WORLD WAS BORN, AND THE WORLD DID NOT KNOW HIM. HE WENT TO HIS OWN AND HIS OWN DID NOT RECEIVE HIM. TO ALL WHO RECEIVED HIM HE GAVE POWER TO BECOME THE CHILDREN OF GOD, TO THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN HIS NAME, WHO WERE BORN NOT FROM BLOOD OR FROM THE WILL OF THE FLESH OR FROM THE WILL OF A MAN, BUT WERE BORN OF GOD [1ST JOHN 3:9].
THE WORD BECAME FLESH
AND THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND LIVED AMONG US. AND WE GAZED ON HIS GLORY, THE GLORY OF THE ONLY SON BORN OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO IS FILLED WITH GRACE AND TRUTH.
YOHANAN TESTIFIES ABOUT YESHUA
YOHANAN TESTIFIED ABOUT HIM AND CRIED OUT, SAYING, "HE IS THE ONE OF WHOM I SAID, 'ONE WHO WILL COME AFTER ME WAS BEFORE ME,' BECAUSE BEFORE ME HE WAS. FROM HIS BOUNTY WE HAVE ALL RECEIVED GRACE UPON GRACE, AND AS THE LAW WAS GIVEN THROUGH MOSHE, GRACE AND TRUTH HAVE COME THROUGH YESHUA THE GALILEAN. NO ONE HAS EVER SEEN GOD. ONLY THE ONE BORN OF GOD, WHO IS IN THE HEART OF HIS FATHER [STEPHEN], HE HAS MADE HIM KNOWN." 
YOHANAN DENIES BEING THE MESSIAH
AND THIS IS THE TESTIMONY OF YOHANAN THE BAPTIZER WHEN THE JEWS SENT PRIESTS AND LEVITES FROM YERUSHALAYIM TO ASK HIM, "WHO ARE YOU?" AND HE CONFESSED AND MADE NO DENIAL, BUT CONFESSED, "I AM NOT THE GALILEAN." THEY ASKED HIM, "WHAT THEN? ARE YOU ELIJAH?" HE SAID, "I AM NOT." "ARE YOU THE PROPHET?" HE ANSWERED, "NO." "WHO ARE YOU? GIVE US AN ANSWER FOR THOSE WHO SENT US HERE. WHAT DO YOU SAY ABOUT YOURSELF?" HE SAID, "I AM THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE DESERT. 'MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY OF THE LORD,' AS THE PROPHET ISAIAH SAID." NOW, THEY HAD BEEN SENT BY THE PHARISEES. THEY QUESTIONED HIM AND SAID TO HIM, "WHY THEN DO YOU BAPTIZE IF YOU ARE NOT THE GALILEAN OR ELIJAH OR THE PROPHET?" HE ANSWERED THEM, "I BAPTIZE IN WATER. AMONG YOU STANDS ONE YOU DO NOT KNOW, ONE WHO WILL COME AFTER ME, WHOSE SANDAL STRAP I AM UNWORTHY TO LOOSEN." ALL THIS HAPPENED IN BETHANY ACROSS THE JORDAN, WHERE YOHANAN WAS BAPTIZING.
THE LAMB OF GOD
THE NEXT DAY YOHANAN SAW YESHUA COMING TOWARD HIM AND SAID, "LOOK, THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAKES AWAY THE [SEXUAL] WRONG OF THE WORLD. HE IS THE ONE OF WHOM I HAVE SAID, 'A MAN IS COMING AFTER ME WHO WAS BEFORE ME,' BECAUSE BEFORE ME HE WAS. AND I DID NOT KNOW HIM, BUT SO THAT HE MIGHT BE KNOWN IN ISRAEL IS WHY I CAME BAPTIZING IN WATER."
SPIRIT DESCENDING LIKE A DOVE
AND YOHANAN TESTIFIED, SAYING, "I SAW THE SPIRIT DESCENDING LIKE A DOVE FROM THE SKY AND IT RESTED ON HIM AND I DID NOT KNOW HIM, BUT THE ONE WHO SENT ME TO BAPTIZE IN WATER SAID, 'THE ONE ON WHOM YOU SEE THE SPIRIT DESCEND AND REST, HE IS THE ONE BAPTIZING IN HOLY SPIRIT.' AND I HAVE SEEN AND I HAVE TESTIFIED THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD." 
WE HAVE FOUND THE MESSIAH
THE NEXT DAY YOHANAN AGAIN WAS STANDING WITH TWO OF HIS STUDENTS. WHEN HE SAW YESHUA WALKING BY, HE SAID, "LOOK, THE LAMB OF GOD." HIS TWO STUDENTS HEARD HIM SPEAKING AND THEY FOLLOWED YESHUA. AND YESHUA TURNED AND SAW THEM FOLLOWING HIM AND SAID, "WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR?" "RABBI," WHICH TRANSLATED MEANS TEACHER, "WHERE ARE YOU STAYING?" HE TOLD THEM, "COME AND SEE." SO, THEY CAME AND SAW WHERE HE WAS STAYING, AND STAYED WITH HIM THAT DAY. IT WAS ABOUT FOUR IN THE AFTERNOON. ONE OF THE TWO WHO HEARD YOHANAN AND FOLLOWED HIM WAS ANDREAS, BROTHER OF SHIMON KEFA. FIRST, HE FOUND HIS OWN BROTHER SHIMON AND TOLD HIM, "WE HAVE FOUND THE MESSIAH," MEANING THE ANOINTED [ONE]. HE LED SHIMON TO YESHUA. LOOKING AT HIM YESHUA SAID, "YOU ARE SHIMON, THE SON OF YOHANAN. YOU WILL BE CALLED KEFA, MEANING 'ROCK OR STONE.'" 
YOU ARE THE SON OF GOD
THE NEXT DAY YESHUA WISHED TO GO OUT TO GALIL. HE FOUND PHILIPPOS AND SAID TO HIM, "FOLLOW ME." NOW, PHILIPPOS WAS FROM BETHSAIDA, THE CITY OF ANDREAS AND KEFA. PHILIPPOS FOUND NATHANAEL AND SAID TO HIM, "THE ONE WHOM MOSHE WROTE ABOUT IN TORAH AND WHOM THE PROPHETS DESCRIBE, WE HAVE FOUND, YESHUA, SON OF YOSEF, FROM NAZARETH." AND NATHANAEL SAID TO HIM, "CAN ANYTHING GOOD COME OUT OF NAZARETH?" "COME AND SEE!" PHILIPPOS REPLIED. YESHUA SAW NATHANAEL COMING TO HIM AND SAID OF HIM, "LOOK, A TRUE JEW, ONE IN WHOM THERE IS NO [SEXUAL] CUNNING." "HOW DO YOU KNOW ME?" NATHANAEL SAID. YESHUA ANSWERED, "BEFORE PHILIPPOS CALLED YOU, YOU WERE UNDER THE FIG TREE AND I SAW YOU." NATHANAEL ANSWERED, "RABBI, YOU ARE THE SON OF GOD, YOU ARE THE KING OF ISRAEL." YESHUA RESPONDED, SAYING, "BECAUSE I TOLD YOU I SAW YOU UNDER THE FIG TREE, DO YOU BELIEVE? YOU WILL SEE EVEN GREATER THINGS." AND HE SAID TO HIM, "TRULY, TRULY I SAY TO YOU, YOU WILL SEE THE SKY OPEN AND ANGELS OF GOD ASCENDING AND DESCENDING UPON THE EARTHLY SON."
CHAPTER 2: WINE AND WATER AT A WEDDING
ON THE THIRD DAY THERE WAS A WEDDING IN KANA IN GALIL, AND YESHUA'S MOTHER WAS THERE. YESHUA AND HIS STUDENTS HAD ALSO BEEN INVITED TO THE WEDDING. AND WHEN THE WINE GAVE OUT, YESHUA'S MOTHER SAID TO HIM, "THEY HAVE NO WINE." YESHUA SAID TO HER, "WHAT IS THAT TO ME AND YOU, WOMAN? MY HOUR HAS NOT YET COME." HIS MOTHER SAID TO THE SERVANTS, "DO WHAT HE TELLS YOU." NOW, THERE WERE SIX WATER-POTS OF STONE STANDING THERE FOR THE JEWISH CUSTOM OF WASHING, EACH HOLDING TWO OR THREE MEASURES. YESHUA SAID TO THEM, "FILL THE POTS WITH WATER." THEY FILLED THEM TO THE BRIM. AND HE SAID TO THEM, "NOW POUR SOME OF THE WATER OUT AND TAKE IT TO THE MASTER OF THE FEAST." THEY TOOK IT. WHEN THE MASTER OF THE FEAST TASTED THE WATER BECOME WINE, NOT KNOWING WHERE IT CAME FROM—THOUGH THE SERVANTS KNEW, THOSE WHO HAD DRAWN THE WATER—HE CALLED THE BRIDEGROOM AND SAID TO HIM, "EVERYBODY SERVES THE GOOD WINE FIRST, AND WHEN THE GUESTS ARE DRUNK BRINGS OUT THE INFERIOR KIND. YOU HAVE BEEN SAVING THE GOOD WINE TILL NOW." YESHUA DID THIS, THE FIRST OF HIS MIRACULOUS SIGNS IN KANA IN GALIL, AND HE REVEALED HIS GLORY, AND HIS STUDENTS BELIEVED IN HIM. 
DAYS IN KEFAR-NAHUM WITH FAMILY AND STUDENTS
AFTER THIS HE WENT DOWN TO KEFAR-NAHUM WITH HIS MOTHER AND BROTHERS AND STUDENTS. THEY STAYED THERE FOR A FEW DAYS. 
DRIVING [MONEY] VENDORS FROM THE TEMPLE
IT WAS ALMOST PESACH OF THE JEWS AND YESHUA WENT UP TO YERUSHALAYIM. IN THE TEMPLE HE FOUND THE PEOPLE SELLING OXEN AND SHEEP AND DOVES, AND THE COIN CHANGERS SITTING THERE. HE MADE A WHIP OUT OF ROPES AND DROVE OUT ALL THE ANIMALS, THE SHEEP AND THE OXEN. HE ALSO SCATTERED THE COINS OF THE CHANGERS AND KNOCKED OVER THEIR TABLES. TO THE DOVE SELLERS HE SAID, "GET THESE THINGS OUT OF HERE! DO NOT MAKE THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] A HOUSE OF BUSINESS [OR CHURCH]!" HIS STUDENTS REMEMBERED HOW IT IS WRITTEN, "ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME." THEN THE JEWS SAID TO HIM, "WHAT SIGN CAN YOU SHOW US FOR DOING THIS?" YESHUA ANSWERED, "DESTROY THIS TEMPLE AND IN THREE DAYS I SHALL RAISE IT UP." THEN THE JEWS SAID, "THIS TEMPLE WAS BUILT OVER 46 YEARS, AND YOU WILL RAISE IT UP IN THREE DAYS?" BUT HE WAS SPEAKING ABOUT THE TEMPLE OF HIS BODY. AFTER HE WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD, HIS STUDENTS REMEMBERED WHAT HE SAID AND THEY BELIEVED THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE AND THE WORD THAT YESHUA SAID. WHEN HE WAS IN YERUSHALAYIM DURING THE PESACH SUPPERS, MANY PEOPLE BELIEVED IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], SEEING THE WONDROUS SIGNS HE WAS DOING. BUT YESHUA WOULD NOT ENTRUST HIMSELF TO THEM, BECAUSE HE KNEW ALL PEOPLE AND BECAUSE HE HAD NO NEED TO HAVE ANYONE TESTIFY ABOUT A PERSON AND HE KNEW WHAT WAS IN A PERSON. 
CHAPTER 3: NIKODEMOS QUESTIONS YESHUA
NOW, THERE WAS A PHARISEE NAMED NIKODEMOS, A LEADER OF THE JEWS. HE CAME TO YESHUA AT NIGHT AND SAID, "RABBI, WE KNOW THAT YOU CAME AS A TEACHER FROM GOD SINCE NO ONE CAN PERFORM THESE WONDROUS SIGNS IF GOD WERE NOT WITH HIM. YESHUA ANSWERED, "TRULY, TRULY I SAY TO YOU, UNLESS YOU ARE BORN FROM ABOVE YOU CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF GOD." "HOW CAN ONE BE BORN WHEN ONE IS OLD?" HE ASKED. "ONE CANNOT ENTER A MOTHER'S WOMB A SECOND TIME AND BE BORN." YESHUA ANSWERED, "TRULY, TRULY I SAY TO YOU, UNLESS YOU ARE BORN FROM WATER AND THE WIND OF GOD YOU CANNOT ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD. WHAT IS BORN FROM THE FLESH IS FLESH, WHAT IS BORN FROM THE WIND IS WIND. DO NOT WONDER THAT I TOLD YOU YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN FROM ABOVE [1ST JOHN 3:9]. THE WIND BLOWS WHERE IT WANTS TO AND YOU HEAR ITS SOUND, BUT YOU CANNOT KNOW WHERE IT COMES FROM AND WHERE IT GOES. SO, IT IS FOR EVERYONE, BORN FROM THE WIND OF GOD." "HOW CAN THESE THINGS HAPPEN?" NIKODEMOS ASKED. YESHUA SAID TO HIM, "YOU ARE THE TEACHER OF ISRAEL AND DO YOU NOT KNOW THIS? TRULY, TRULY I SAY TO YOU, WE SPEAK OF WHAT WE KNOW AND WE TESTIFY TO WHAT WE HAVE SEEN, YET YOU DO NOT RECEIVE OUR TESTIMONY. IF I TELL YOU OF EARTHLY THINGS AND YOU DO NOT BELIEVE, HOW IF I TELL YOU OF HEAVENLY THINGS WILL YOU BELIEVE? AND NO ONE HAS GONE UP INTO THE SKY EXCEPT THE ONE WHO CAME DOWN FROM THE SKY, THE EARTHLY SON. AND AS MOSHE RAISED UP THE SNAKE IN THE DESERT, THE EARTHLY SON MUST BE RAISED UP SO THAT ALL WHO BELIEVE IN HIM WILL HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. "GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO MUCH THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY SON, SO THAT ALL WHO BELIEVE IN HIM MIGHT NOT BE DESTROYED BUT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. FOR GOD DID NOT SEND HIS SON INTO THE WORLD TO JUDGE THE WORLD BUT SO THAT THROUGH HIM THE WORLD MIGHT BE SAVED. ONE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM IS NOT JUDGED, BUT ONE WHO DOES NOT BELIEVE IS JUDGED ALREADY FOR NOT BELIEVING IN THE NAME OF GOD'S ONLY SON [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND THIS IS THE JUDGMENT: THAT THE LIGHT CAME INTO THE WORLD AND PEOPLE LOVED THE DARKNESS RATHER THAN THE LIGHT, FOR THEIR [SEXUAL] WORKS WERE [SEXUALLY] CUNNING. FOR ALL WHO DO PALTRY [NEGLIGIBLE SMALL SEXUAL] THINGS HATE THE LIGHT AND DO NOT COME TOWARD THE LIGHT SO THAT THEIR WORKS WILL NOT BE EXPOSED. BUT THOSE WHO DO THE TRUTH COME TOWARD THE LIGHT SO THAT THEIR [SEXLESS] WORKS MAY SHINE AS ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH GOD."
YESHUA BAPTIZES IN YEHUDA
AFTER THIS YESHUA AND HIS STUDENTS CAME INTO THE LAND OF YEHUDA. HE STAYED THERE WITH THEM AND BAPTIZED. YOHANAN ALSO WAS BAPTIZING IN AINON NEAR SALIM, SINCE THERE WERE MANY WATERS THERE, AND THE PEOPLE CAME AND WERE BAPTIZED. YOHANAN HAD NOT YET BEEN THROWN INTO PRISON. THERE WAS A DISPUTE BETWEEN YOHANAN'S STUDENTS AND A JEW ABOUT CEREMONIAL WASHING. THEY CAME TOWARD YOHANAN AND SAID, "RABBI, THE ONE WHO WAS WITH YOU ACROSS THE JORDAN, TO WHOM YOU TESTIFIED, LOOK, HE IS BAPTIZING ALL WHO COME TO HIM." YOHANAN ANSWERED, "NO ONE CAN RECEIVE ANYTHING UNLESS IT COMES FROM HEAVEN. YOU ARE MY WITNESSES THAT I HAVE SAID, 'I AM NOT THE MESSIAH BUT I AM SENT BEFORE HIM.' "HE WHO HAS THE BRIDE IS THE GROOM. THE GROOM'S FRIEND WHO STANDS NEAR AND HEARS HIM IS FILLED WITH JOY AT THE GROOM'S VOICE. SO, MY HAPPINESS IS COMPLETED. HE MUST INCREASE AND I BE DIMINISHED. "THE ONE WHO COMES FROM ABOVE IS ABOVE ALL. THE ONE WHO IS OF THE EARTH IS OF THE EARTH AND SPEAKS FROM THE EARTH. THE ONE WHO COMES FROM THE SKY IS ABOVE ALL. TO WHAT HE HAS SEEN AND HEARD HE TESTIFIES, YET HIS TESTIMONY NO ONE RECEIVES. WHO RECEIVES HIS TESTIMONY, PROVES THAT GOD IS TRUE! WHOM GOD SENT SPEAKS THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF GOD, FOR THE WIND OF SPIRIT HE GIVES OUT IS BEYOND MEASURE. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] LOVES THE SON [JESUS] AND HAS GIVEN ALL THINGS INTO HIS HAND. WHO BELIEVES IN THE SON HAS ETERNAL LIFE, BUT ONE WHO DISBELIEVES THE SON WILL NOT SEE LIFE. THE WRATH OF GOD REMAINS UPON HIM." 
CHAPTER 4-10 IS MISSING. 
CHAPTER 11: THE RESURRECTION OF ELEAZAR
THERE WAS A MAN WHO WAS SICK, ELEAZAR FROM BETHANY, FROM THE VILLAGE OF MIRYAM AND MARTHA HER SISTER. IT WAS MIRYAM WHO ANOINTED THE LORD WITH OIL OF MYRRH AND WIPED HIS FEET WITH HER HAIR. HER BROTHER ELEAZAR WAS SICK. SO, THE SISTERS SENT WORD TO HIM, SAYING, "LORD, LOOK, ONE WHOM YOU CARE FOR IS SICK." WHEN YESHUA HEARD THIS, HE SAID, "THIS SICKNESS IS MOVING NOT TO DEATH BUT TO THE GLORY OF GOD, SO THAT THROUGH IT THE SON OF GOD MAY BE GLORIFIED." NOW, YESHUA LOVED MARTHA AND HIS SISTER AND ELEAZAR. SO, WHEN HE HEARD THAT HE WAS SICK, HE REMAINED IN THE PLACE WHERE HE WAS FOR TWO DAYS. AFTER THIS HE SAID TO HIS STUDENTS, "LET US GO TO YEHUDA AGAIN." HIS STUDENTS SAID TO HIM, "RABBI, THE JEWS WERE JUST NOW TRYING TO STONE YOU AND ARE YOU GOING THERE AGAIN?" YESHUA REPLIED, "ARE THERE NOT TWELVE HOURS IN THE DAY? WHOEVER WALKS AROUND IN THE DAY DOES NOT STUMBLE SINCE ONE SEES THE LIGHT OF THIS WORLD. WHOEVER WALKS AROUND IN THE NIGHT DOES STUMBLE SINCE THE LIGHT IS NOT IN THAT PERSON." THESE THINGS HE SAID, AND THEN HE TOLD THEM, "OUR FRIEND ELEAZAR HAS FALLEN ASLEEP, BUT I AM GOING THERE TO AWAKEN HIM." SO, THE STUDENTS SAID, "SIR, IF HE HAS FALLEN ASLEEP, HE WILL BE CURED." YESHUA HAD SPOKEN ABOUT HIS DEATH, BUT THEY [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT HE WAS TALKING ABOUT RESTFUL SLEEP. THEN YESHUA TOLD THEM PLAINLY, "ELEAZAR DIED, AND I AM HAPPY FOR YOU THAT I WAS NOT THERE SO THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE. BUT NOW LET US GO TO HIM." TOMA, WHO WAS CALLED THE TWIN, SAID TO HIS FELLOW STUDENTS, "LET US ALSO GO SO THAT WE MAY DIE WITH HIM." WHEN YESHUA ARRIVED, HE FOUND THAT ELEAZAR HAD ALREADY BEEN FOUR DAYS IN THE TOMB. NOW, BETHANY WAS NEAR YERUSHALAYIM, ABOUT TWO MILES AWAY, AND MANY OF THE JEWS HAD COME TO CONSOLE MARTHA AND MIRYAM FOR THEIR BROTHER. WHEN MARTHA HEARD THAT YESHUA WAS COMING, SHE WENT OUT TO MEET HIM, BUT MIRYAM SAT IN HER HOUSE. THEN MARTHA SAID TO YESHUA, "SIR, IF YOU HAD BEEN HERE MY BROTHER WOULD NOT HAVE DIED. EVEN NOW I KNOW THAT WHATEVER YOU ASK GOD, GOD GIVES YOU." YESHUA SAID TO HER, "YOUR BROTHER WILL RISE AGAIN." MARTHA SAID TO HIM, "I KNOW HE WILL RISE IN THE RESURRECTION ON THE LAST DAY." YESHUA SAID TO HER, "I AM THE [SEXLESS] RESURRECTION AND THE [SEXLESS] LIFE. THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN ME EVEN IF THEY DIE WILL LIVE. AND EVERYONE WHO LIVES AND BELIEVES IN ME WILL NOT DIE INTO ETERNITY. DO YOU BELIEVE THIS?" SHE SAID TO HIM, "YES, LORD. I BELIEVE THAT YOU ARE THE MESSIAH, THE SON OF GOD, WHO IS COMING INTO THIS WORLD." AFTER SHE SAID THIS, SHE LEFT AND CALLED HER SISTER MIRYAM, TELLING HER SECRETLY, "THE TEACHER IS HERE AND CALLS FOR YOU." WHEN THAT WOMAN HEARD, SHE GOT UP QUICKLY AND CAME TO HIM. NOW, YESHUA HAD NOT YET COME INTO THE VILLAGE, AND HE WAS STILL AT THE PLACE WHERE MARTHA HAD MET HIM. THE JEWS WHO WERE WITH HER IN THE HOUSE, CONSOLING HER, SAW MIRYAM QUICKLY GET UP AND GO OUT, AND THEY FOLLOWED HER, [SEXUALLY] THINKING THAT SHE WAS GOING TO THE TOMB TO WEEP THERE. MIRYAM CAME TO WHERE YESHUA WAS, AND SEEING HIM SHE FELL AT HIS FEET, SAYING TO HIM, "SIR, IF YOU HAD BEEN HERE MY BROTHER WOULD NOT HAVE DIED." WHEN YESHUA SAW HER WEEPING AND THAT THE JEWS WHO HAD COME WITH HER WERE WEEPING, HE RAGED AT HIS OWN SPIRIT, HARROWED HIMSELF, AND SAID, "WHERE HAVE YOU LAID HIM?" THEY SAID TO HIM, "SIR, COME AND SEE." YESHUA WEPT. THEN THE JEWS WERE SAYING, "SEE HOW HE LOVED HIM." BUT SOME OF THEM SAID, "COULDN'T HE WHO OPENED THE EYES OF THE BLIND MAN HAVE DONE SOMETHING SO THIS MAN WOULDN'T DIE?" YESHUA AGAIN RAGED INWARDLY AND WENT TO THE TOMB. IT WAS A CAVE, AND A STONE WAS LYING AGAINST IT. YESHUA SAID, "LIFT THE STONE." THE SISTER OF THE ONE WHO DIED, MARTHA, SAID TO YESHUA, "LORD, HE ALREADY STINKS. IT'S THE FOURTH DAY." YESHUA SAID TO HER, "DID I NOT TELL YOU THAT IF YOU BELIEVED YOU WOULD SEE THE GLORY OF GOD?" SO, THEY LIFTED THE STONE. YESHUA LIFTED HIS EYES UP AND SAID, "FATHER [STEPHEN], I THANK YOU FOR HEARING ME, AND I KNOW THAT YOU ALWAYS HEAR ME BUT BECAUSE OF THE CROWD THAT IS AROUND ME I SPOKE SO THEY WOULD BELIEVE YOU SENT ME." AFTER SAYING THIS, IN A GREAT VOICE HE CRIED OUT, "ELEAZAR, COME OUT!" THE ONE WHO HAD DIED CAME OUT, BOUND FEET AND HANDS IN GRAVE CLOTHES AND HIS FACE WRAPPED AROUND IN A CLOTH. YESHUA SAID TO THEM, "UNTIE HIM AND LET HIM GO." 
THE JEWS SEXUAL PLOT TO KILL YESHUA
THEN MANY OF THE JEWS WHO HAD COME TO MIRYAM AND SEEN WHAT HE DID BELIEVED IN HIM. BUT SOME OF THEM WENT AWAY TO THE PHARISEES AND TOLD THEM WHAT YESHUA HAD DONE. SO, THE HIGH PRIESTS AND THE PHARISEES CALLED A MEETING OF THE SANHEDRIN AND SAID, "WHAT CAN WE TO DO ABOUT THIS MAN WHO IS PERFORMING SO MANY MIRACULOUS SIGNS? IF WE LEAVE HIM LIKE THIS, EVERYONE WILL BELIEVE IN HIM, AND THE ROMANS WILL COME AND TAKE AWAY OUR HOLY PLACE AND NATION." BUT ONE OF THEM, CAIAPHAS, WHO WAS HIGH PRIEST FOR THAT YEAR, SAID TO THEM, "YOU KNOW NOTHING [DUMBASSES IN 2ND PETER 2:16]. YOU HAVEN'T UNDERSTOOD THAT IT IS BETTER FOR ONE MAN TO DIE FOR THE SAKE OF THE PEOPLE AND NOT HAVE THE WHOLE NATION DESTROYED." THIS HE DID NOT SAY ON HIS OWN, BUT AS HIGH PRIEST FOR THAT YEAR HE PROPHESIED THAT YESHUA WOULD DIE FOR THE SAKE OF THE NATION, AND NOT ONLY FOR THE NATION BUT SO THAT HE MIGHT BRING TOGETHER THE SCATTERED CHILDREN OF GOD. FROM THAT DAY ON THEY PLANNED TO KILL HIM. SO YESHUA NO LONGER WALKED OPENLY AMONG THE JEWS BUT WENT AWAY FROM THERE TO THE COUNTRY NEAR THE DESERT, TO A CITY CALLED EPHRAIM, AND HE STAYED THERE WITH THE STUDENTS. NOW, THE PESACH OF THE JEWS WAS NEAR, AND MANY WENT UP FROM THE COUNTRY TO YERUSHALAYIM BEFORE PESACH TO PURIFY THEMSELVES. THEY WERE LOOKING FOR YESHUA AND SAID TO ONE ANOTHER AS THEY STOOD IN THE TEMPLE, "WHAT DO YOU [SEXLESSLY] THINK? THAT HE WON'T COME TO THE FESTIVAL?" BUT THE HIGH PRIESTS AND THE PHARISEES HAD GIVEN ORDERS THAT IF ANYONE KNEW WHERE HE WAS, HE SHOULD REPORT IT SO THEY MIGHT SEIZE HIM. 
CHAPTER 12: MIRYAM ANOINTS YESHUA'S FEET
SIX DAYS BEFORE THE PESACH, YESHUA CAME TO BETHANY WHERE ELEAZAR WAS, WHOM HE HAD RAISED FROM THE DEAD. SO, THEY PREPARED A SUPPER FOR HIM, AND MARTHA SERVED, AND ELEAZAR WAS ONE OF THOSE RECLINING AT THE TABLE WITH HIM. THEN MIRYAM TOOK A POUND OF SPIKENARD OINTMENT, PURE AND PRECIOUS, ANOINTED THE FEET OF YESHUA, AND WIPED HIS FEET WITH HER HAIR. AND THE HOUSE WAS FULL OF THE FRAGRANCE OF THE UNGUENT. YEHUDA OF KERIOTH, ONE OF HIS STUDENTS, WHO WAS ABOUT TO BETRAY HIM, SAID, "WHY WAS THIS OINTMENT NOT SOLD FOR THREE HUNDRED DENARII AND GIVEN TO THE POOR?" BUT HE SAID THIS NOT BECAUSE HE CARED ABOUT THE POOR, BUT BECAUSE HE WAS A THIEF AND HE WAS THE KEEPER OF THE MONEY BOX AND WAS REMOVING WHAT WAS DROPPED INTO IT. SO YESHUA SAID, "LET HER BE, SO SHE MAY KEEP IT FOR THE DAY OF MY BURIAL. THE POOR YOU ALWAYS HAVE WITH YOU, BUT ME YOU DO NOT ALWAYS HAVE."
THE HIGH PRIESTS [CHIEF’S OF POLICE] SEXUAL PLOT TO KILL ELEAZAR
THEN A GREAT CROWD OF JEWS LEARNED THAT HE WAS THERE, AND THEY CAME, NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF YESHUA BUT ALSO TO SEE ELEAZAR, WHOM HE HAD RAISED FROM THE DEAD. BUT THE HIGH PRIESTS PLANNED ALSO TO KILL ELEAZAR SINCE BECAUSE OF HIM MANY OF THE JEWS WERE GOING AWAY AND BELIEVING IN YESHUA. 
YESHUA ENTERS YERUSHALAYIM
ON THE NEXT DAY THE GREAT CROWD THAT CAME TO THE FESTIVAL HEARD THAT YESHUA WAS COMING TO YERUSHALAYIM. THEY TOOK PALM BRANCHES AND WENT OUT TO MEET HIM AND, AS IN PSALMS, THEY CRIED, "HOSANNA! BLESSINGS ON HIM WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE KING OF ISRAEL." AND YESHUA FOUND A YOUNG DONKEY AND WAS SEATED ON IT JUST AS IT IS WRITTEN, "DO NOT FEAR, DAUGHTER OF ZION. LOOK, YOUR KING IS COMING, SITTING ON A FOAL OF A DONKEY [ASS]." HIS STUDENTS DID NOT UNDERSTAND THESE THINGS AT FIRST, BUT WHEN YESHUA WAS GLORIFIED, THEN THEY REMEMBERED THAT THESE THINGS HAD BEEN WRITTEN ABOUT HIM AND THESE THINGS HAD BEEN DONE FOR HIM. THE CROWD THAT WAS WITH HIM WHEN HE RAISED ELEAZAR FROM THE TOMB BORE WITNESS TO IT ALL. THAT WAS WHY THE CROWD WENT TO MEET HIM, FOR THEY HEARD THAT HE HAD PERFORMED THE MIRACULOUS SIGN. SO, THE PHARISEES SAID TO ONE ANOTHER, "YOU SEE, YOU CAN DO NOTHING. LOOK, THE WORLD HAS GONE OVER TO HIM." 
YESHUA FORETELLS HIS DEATH
NOW, THERE WERE SOME GREEK JEWS AMONG THOSE WHO WENT UP TO WORSHIP AT THE FEAST. THEY CAME TO PHILIPPOS FROM BETHSAIDA OF GALIL AND ASKED HIM, SAYING, "SIR, WE WISH TO SEE YESHUA." PHILIPPOS CAME AND TOLD ANDREAS. ANDREAS AND PHILIPPOS CAME AND TOLD YESHUA. AND YESHUA ANSWERED THEM, SAYING, "THE HOUR HAS COME WHEN THE EARTHLY SON IS GLORIFIED. TRULY, TRULY I SAY TO YOU, UNLESS A GRAIN OF WHEAT FALLING INTO THE EARTH DIES, IT REMAINS ALONE. BUT IF IT DIES IT BRINGS FORTH A GREAT HARVEST. "WHOEVER [SEXUALLY] LOVES LIFE WILL LOSE IT, AND WHOEVER [SEXLESSLY] HATES LIFE IN THIS WORLD WILL KEEP IT FOR LIFE EVERLASTING. "LET ANYONE WHO SERVES ME, FOLLOW ME, AND WHERE I AM, THERE ALSO WILL BE MY SERVANT. WHOEVER SERVES ME, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL HONOR. "NOW MY SOUL IS SHAKEN AND WHAT SHALL I SAY? FATHER [STEPHEN], SAVE ME FROM THIS HOUR? BUT I CAME FOR THIS HOUR. FATHER [STEPHEN], GLORIFY YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]." A VOICE CAME OUT OF THE SKY, "I HAVE GLORIFIED IT, AND I WILL GLORIFY IT AGAIN." THEN THE CROWD STANDING THERE HEARD IT. THEY SAID, "IT HAS THUNDERED." OTHERS SAID, "AN ANGEL HAS SPOKEN TO HIM." YESHUA ANSWERED AND SAID, "NOT BECAUSE OF ME HAS THIS VOICE COME BUT BECAUSE OF YOU. NOW IS THE JUDGMENT OF THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE], NOW THE RULER OF THIS WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] WILL BE CAST OUT. AND IF I AM RAISED ABOVE THE EARTH, I WILL DRAW EVERYONE TO ME." THIS HE SAID, SIGNIFYING WHAT KIND OF DEATH HE WAS TO DIE. THE CROWD ANSWERED HIM, "WE HEARD FROM THE LAW THAT THE MESSIAH REMAINS FOREVER. HOW CAN YOU SAY THE EARTHLY SON MUST BE RAISED? WHO IS THIS EARTHLY SON?" YESHUA SAID TO THEM, "FOR A LITTLE TIME LONGER THE LIGHT IS WITH YOU. WALK WHILE YOU STILL HAVE THE LIGHT SO THAT THE DARKNESS MAY NOT OVERTAKE YOU. AND THE ONE WALKING IN THE DARKNESS DOES NOT KNOW WHERE HE IS GOING. WHILE YOU HAVE LIGHT, BELIEVE IN THE LIGHT SO YOU MAY BE THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT." 
OF THE [SEXUAL] UNBELIEVERS
YESHUA SAID THIS AND WENT AWAY AND WENT INTO HIDING FROM THEM. THOUGH HE HAD PERFORMED SO MANY MIRACULOUS SIGNS BEFORE THEM, THEY DID NOT BELIEVE IN HIM SO THAT THE WORD SPOKEN BY ISAIAH WILL BE FULFILLED: "LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED IN OUR MESSAGE? AND TO WHOM WAS THE ARM OF THE LORD REVEALED?" THIS IS WHY THEY COULD NOT BELIEVE, BECAUSE SINCE ISAIAH SAID ELSEWHERE, "HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HARDENED THEIR HEART SO THAT THEY MIGHT NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND TURN THEIR MIND AROUND SO THAT I MIGHT HEAL THEM." ISAIAH SAID THESE THINGS BECAUSE HE SAW HIS GLORY AND HE SPOKE ABOUT HIM. STILL, EVEN AMONG THE RULERS MANY BELIEVED IN HIM, BUT BECAUSE OF THE PHARISEES THEY DID NOT ADMIT IT SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE PUT OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUE. THEY [SEXUALLY] LOVED HUMAN GLORY [IDOLATRY IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] MORE THAN THE GLORY OF GOD. BUT YESHUA CRIED OUT AND SAID, "WHO BELIEVES IN ME DOES NOT BELIEVE IN ME BUT IN THE ONE WHO SENT ME. AS LIGHT INTO THE WORLD I HAVE COME SO THAT WHO BELIEVES IN ME NOT RESIDE IN DARKNESS. AND WHO HEARS MY [SEXLESS] WORDS AND DOES NOT KEEP THEM I DO NOT JUDGE, FOR I HAVE COME NOT TO JUDGE THE WORLD BUT TO SAVE THE WORLD. "WHO REJECTS ME AND WILL NOT RECEIVE MY [SEXLESS] WORDS HAS A JUDGE [JAMES 4:12] WAITING. THE WORD I SPOKE WILL JUDGE HIM ON THE LAST DAY. BECAUSE I SPOKE NOT FROM MYSELF BUT FROM THE ONE WHO SENT ME, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS GIVEN ME HIS COMMANDMENT, WHAT I SHOULD SAY AND HOW I SHOULD SPEAK. AND I KNOW HIS COMMANDMENT IS LIFE EVERLASTING. SO, WHAT I SAY, AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] TOLD ME, I SAY IT." 
CHAPTER 13-16 IS MISSING.
CHAPTER 17: YESHUA PRAYS TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]
YESHUA SAID THIS, THEN RAISED HIS EYES TO THE SKY AND SAID, "FATHER [STEPHEN], THE HOUR HAS COME. GLORIFY YOUR SON SO THAT YOUR SON MAY GLORIFY YOU, AS YOU GAVE HIM AUTHORITY OVER ALL FLESH SO HE MAY GIVE LIFE EVERLASTING TO ALL YOU HAVE GIVEN HIM. "AND THIS IS THE LIFE EVERLASTING SO THAT THEY MAY KNOW YOU, THE ONLY TRUE GOD, AND HE WHOM YOU SENT, YESHUA THE ANOINTED. I GLORIFIED YOU ON EARTH BY COMPLETING THE WORK YOU GAVE ME TO DO. AND NOW GLORIFY ME, FATHER [STEPHEN], WITH YOURSELF, WITH THE GLORY I HAD WITH YOU BEFORE THE WORLD WAS. "I MADE YOUR NAME KNOWN TO THE PEOPLE WHOM YOU GAVE ME FROM THE WORLD. THEY WERE YOURS AND YOU GAVE THEM TO ME AND THEY HAVE KEPT YOUR WORD. NOW THEY KNOW THAT ALL YOU GAVE ME COMES FROM YOU. BECAUSE THE [SEXLESS] WORDS YOU GAVE ME, I GAVE THEM. AND THEY ACCEPTED THEM, AND THEY KNEW THE TRUTH THAT I CAME FROM YOU AND BELIEVED THAT YOU SENT ME. I ASK FOR THEIR SAKE. I AM ASKING NOT FOR THE SAKE OF THE WORLD BUT FOR THE ONES WHOM YOU GAVE ME BECAUSE THEY ARE YOURS. AND ALL THAT IS MINE IS YOURS AND YOURS IS MINE AND I AM GLORIFIED IN THEM. "AND I AM NO LONGER IN THE WORLD BUT THEY ARE IN THE WORLD, AND I AM COMING TO YOU. HOLY FATHER [STEPHEN], KEEP THEM IN YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHICH YOU GAVE ME, SO THEY MAY BE ONE AS WE ARE ONE.  "WHEN I WAS WITH THEM, THROUGH YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] I KEPT THOSE WHOM YOU GAVE ME. I GUARDED THEM AND NOT ONE OF THEM WAS LOST EXCEPT THE SON OF PERDITION SO THAT THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE BE FULFILLED. "NOW I AM COMING TO YOU AND THESE THINGS I SAY IN THE WORLD SO MY ELATION BE FULFILLED IN THEM. I GAVE THEM YOUR WORD AND THE WORLD HATED THEM SINCE THEY ARE NOT OF THE WORLD AS I AM NOT OF THE WORLD. "I DO NOT ASK YOU TO TAKE THEM FROM THE WORLD BUT TO KEEP THEM FROM THE [SEXUAL] CUNNING ONE. THEY ARE NOT OF THIS WORLD AS I AM NOT OF THIS WORLD. SANCTIFY THEM IN THE TRUTH. YOUR WORD IS TRUTH. AS YOU SENT ME INTO THE WORLD SO I SENT THEM INTO THE WORLD. AND FOR THEM I SANCTIFY MYSELF SO THEY MAY ALSO BE SANCTIFIED IN TRUTH. "I DO NOT ASK FOR THEM ALONE, BUT FOR THOSE BELIEVING IN ME THROUGH THEIR WORD THAT WE MAY ALL BE ONE AS YOU, FATHER [STEPHEN], ARE IN ME AND I IN YOU, THAT THE WORLD MAY BELIEVE THAT YOU SENT ME. "THE GLORY YOU GAVE ME I GAVE THEM SO THEY MAY BE ONE AS WE ARE ONE, I IN THEM AND YOU IN ME SO, THEY MAY BE MADE PERFECT AS ONE, SO, THE WORLD MAY KNOW THAT YOU SENT ME AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVED THEM JUST AS YOU [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ME. "FATHER [STEPHEN], WHEREVER I AM I WANT THE ONES YOU GAVE ME ALSO, TO BE WITH ME AND SEE MY GLORY, WHICH YOU GAVE ME SINCE YOU [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ME BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. "JUST FATHER [STEPHEN], THE WORLD DID NOT KNOW WHO YOU WERE, BUT I KNEW YOU AND THESE ONES KNEW THAT YOU HAD SENT ME. I MADE YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] KNOWN TO THEM AND I SHALL MAKE IT KNOWN SO, THE [SEXLESS] LOVE WITH WHICH YOU [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ME MAY BE IN THEM AND I IN THEM." 
CHAPTER 18: BETRAYAL AND CAPTURE OF YESHUA
AFTER SAYING THESE WORDS, YESHUA WENT OUT WITH HIS STUDENTS ACROSS THE RAVINE WHERE THERE WAS A GARDEN, WHICH HE AND HIS STUDENTS ENTERED. NOW, YEHUDA, WHO BETRAYED HIM, ALSO KNEW THE PLACE, SINCE YESHUA OFTEN MET THERE WITH HIS STUDENTS. THEN YEHUDA GOT A BAND OF SOLDIERS AND SERVING MEN OF THE HIGH PRIESTS AND PHARISEES, AND WENT THERE WITH LAMPS AND TORCHES AND WEAPONS. YESHUA, WHO KNEW EVERYTHING THAT WAS TO HAPPEN TO HIM, WENT OUT AND SAID TO THEM, "WHO ARE YOU LOOKING FOR?" THEY ANSWERED HIM, "YESHUA THE NAZARENE." HE SAID TO THEM, "I AM HE." AND THEY STEPPED BACKWARD AND FELL TO THE GROUND. SO AGAIN, HE ANSWERED THEM, "I TOLD YOU THAT I AM HE. IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR ME, LET THESE MEN GO." ALL THIS HAPPENED TO FULFILL THE WORD HE SAID, "I HAVE NOT LOST ONE OF THOSE YOU GAVE ME." THEN SHIMON KEFA HAD A KNIFE AND TOOK IT OUT AND STRUCK THE SLAVE OF THE HIGH PRIEST AND CUT OFF HIS RIGHT EAR. THE SLAVE'S NAME WAS MALCHOS. BUT YESHUA SAID TO KEFA, "PUT YOUR KNIFE BACK IN ITS SHEATH. SHALL I NOT DRINK THE CUP THE FATHER [STEPHEN] GAVE ME?" THEN THE GUARD AND THE COMMANDER AND SERVANTS OF THE JEWS TOOK YESHUA AND BOUND HIM. AND FIRST THEY LED HIM TO ANNAS, WHO WAS THE FATHER-IN-LAW OF CAIAPHAS, THE HIGH PRIEST FOR THAT YEAR. NOW, IT WAS CAIAPHAS WHO ADVISED THE JEWS THAT IT IS BETTER FOR ONE MAN TO DIE FOR THE PEOPLE. 
KEFA DISOWNS YESHUA
SHIMON KEFA AND ANOTHER STUDENT FOLLOWED YESHUA. AND THAT STUDENT, WHO WAS KNOWN TO THE HIGH PRIEST, WENT WITH YESHUA INTO THE HIGH PRIEST'S COURT. BUT KEFA STAYED OUTSIDE THE DOOR. SO, THE OTHER STUDENT, AN ACQUAINTANCE OF THE HIGH PRIEST, SPOKE TO THE DOORKEEPER AND BROUGHT KEFA INSIDE. THEN THE GIRL WHO WAS AT THE DOOR SAID TO KEFA, "AREN'T YOU ONE OF THAT MAN'S STUDENTS?" HE SAID, "I AM NOT." NOW, THE SLAVES AND ASSISTANTS STOOD AROUND A CHARCOAL FIRE THEY HAD MADE, SINCE IT WAS COLD AND THEY WERE WARMING THEMSELVES. KEFA ALSO WAS STANDING THERE WITH THEM, KEEPING WARM. THEN THE HIGH PRIEST QUESTIONED YESHUA ABOUT HIS STUDENTS AND ABOUT HIS TEACHING. YESHUA REPLIED TO HIM, "I HAVE SPOKEN OPENLY TO THE WORLD. I ALWAYS TAUGHT IN A SYNAGOGUE AND IN THE TEMPLE WHERE ALL THE JEWS GATHER. AND IN SECRET I SPOKE NOTHING. WHY QUESTION ME? ASK THOSE WHO HEARD WHAT I SAID TO THEM. LOOK, THEY KNOW WHAT I SAID." WHEN HE SAID THIS, ONE OF THE SERVING MEN SLAPPED YESHUA AND SAID, "IS THAT HOW YOU ANSWER THE HIGH PRIEST?" YESHUA ANSWERED HIM, "IF I SPOKE WRONG, TESTIFY TO THE WRONG. BUT IF I SPOKE RIGHT, WHY DO YOU BEAT ME?" THEN ANNAS SENT HIM BOUND TO CAIAPHAS THE HIGH PRIEST. SHIMON KEFA WAS STANDING AND WARMING HIMSELF. SO, THEY SAID TO HIM, "AREN'T YOU ALSO ONE OF HIS STUDENTS?" HE DENIED IT AND SAID, "I AM NOT." ONE OF THE HIGH PRIEST'S SLAVES, A RELATIVE OF THE ONE WHOSE EAR KEFA CUT OFF, SAID, "DIDN'T I SEE YOU IN THE GARDEN WITH HIM?" AGAIN, KEFA DENIED IT AND AT ONCE THE COCK CROWED. 
YESHUA GOES BEFORE PILATUS
THEY LED YESHUA FROM CAIAPHAS TO THE PRAETORIUM. IT WAS EARLY MORNING. THEY DIDN'T ENTER THE PRAETORIUM, SO AS TO AVOID DEFILEMENT THAT MIGHT PREVENT THEM FROM EATING THE PESACH MEALS. SO, PILATUS EMERGED AND SAID TO THEM, "WHAT CHARGE DO YOU BRING AGAINST THIS MAN?" THEY ANSWERED HIM AND SAID, "UNLESS HE WERE DOING WRONG, WE WOULD NOT HAVE TURNED HIM OVER TO YOU." PILATUS SAID TO THEM, "TAKE HIM AND JUDGE HIM ACCORDING TO YOUR LAW." THEN THE JEWS SAID TO HIM, "IT IS NOT LAWFUL FOR US TO PUT ANYONE TO DEATH." THIS HAPPENED TO FULFILL YESHUA'S WORD WHEN HE FORETOLD WHAT KIND OF DEATH HE WAS TO DIE. THEN PILATUS AGAIN WENT INTO THE PRAETORIUM AND CALLED YESHUA AND SAID TO HIM, "ARE YOU THE KING OF THE JEWS?" YESHUA ANSWERED, "ARE YOU SPEAKING FOR YOURSELF OR DID OTHERS TELL YOU ABOUT ME?" "AM I A JEW?" PILATUS ANSWERED. "YOUR PEOPLE AND THE HIGH PRIEST HANDED YOU OVER TO ME. WHAT DID YOU DO?" YESHUA RESPONDED, "MY KINGDOM [NEW UNIVERSE] IS NOT OF THIS WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE]. IF MY KINGDOM [NEW UNIVERSE IN REVELATION 11:15] WERE OF THIS WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE IN REVELATION 11:15] MY SERVANTS WOULD HAVE FOUGHT TO KEEP ME FROM BEING DELIVERED TO THE JEWS. BUT NOW MY KINGDOM [NEW UNIVERSE] IS NOT HERE." THEN PILATUS SAID TO HIM, "THEN YOU ARE A KING?" YESHUA ANSWERED, "YOU SAY I AM A KING. FOR THIS I WAS BORN AND FOR THIS I CAME INTO THE WORLD THAT I MIGHT TESTIFY TO THE TRUTH. EVERYONE BORN OF TRUTH HEARS MY VOICE." PILATUS SAID TO HIM, "WHAT IS TRUTH?" AND AFTER HE SAID THIS, AGAIN HE WENT OUT TO THE JEWS AND TOLD THEM, "I FIND NO FAULT IN HIM. BUT YOU HAVE THIS CUSTOM THAT I SHOULD RELEASE SOMEONE TO YOU AT PESACH. SO, DO YOU WANT ME TO RELEASE THE KING OF THE JEWS?" THEY SHOUTED BACK SAYING, "NOT THIS MAN BUT BARABBAS." NOW, BARABBAS WAS A ROBBER. 
CHAPTER 19: PILATUS YIELDS TO THE JEWS & ORDERS CRUCIFIXION
THEN PILATUS TOOK YESHUA AND FLOGGED HIM. AND THE SOLDIERS WOVE A WREATH OUT OF THORNS AND PUT IT ON HIS HEAD AND THREW A PURPLE ROBE AROUND HIM. AND THEY WENT UP TO HIM AND SAID, "HAIL, KING OF THE JEWS!" AND THEY STRUCK HIM IN THE FACE. AND PILATUS AGAIN WENT OUTSIDE AND SAID TO THEM, "LOOK, I AM BRINGING HIM OUT TO YOU SO YOU MAY KNOW THAT I FIND NO FAULT IN HIM." THEN YESHUA CAME OUT, WEARING THE WREATH OF THORNS AND THE PURPLE ROBE. AND PILATUS SAID TO THEM, "LOOK AT THE MAN." WHEN THE HIGH PRIESTS AND THE SERVING MEN SAW HIM, THEY SHOUTED, "CRUCIFY, CRUCIFY!" PILATUS SAID TO THEM, "YOU TAKE HIM AND CRUCIFY HIM. I FIND NO FAULT IN HIM." THE JEWS ANSWERED HIM, "WE HAVE A LAW AND ACCORDING TO THAT LAW HE SHOULD DIE, BECAUSE HE MADE HIMSELF SON OF GOD." WHEN PILATUS HEARD THIS WORD, HE WAS MORE FRIGHTENED. AGAIN, HE WENT BACK INTO THE PRAETORIUM AND SAID TO YESHUA, "WHERE ARE YOU FROM?" BUT YESHUA DIDN'T ANSWER HIM. THEN PILATUS TOLD HIM, "YOU DON'T SPEAK TO ME? DON'T YOU KNOW, THAT I HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO FREE YOU AND I HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO CRUCIFY YOU?" YESHUA ANSWERED HIM, "YOU WOULD HAVE NO AUTHORITY OVER ME AT ALL WERE IT NOT GIVEN TO YOU FROM ABOVE. THEREFORE, THE ONE WHO HANDED ME OVER TO YOU HAS THE GREATER [SEXUAL] SIN." THEREUPON PILATUS SOUGHT TO RELEASE HIM, BUT THE JEWS CRIED OUT, SAYING, "IF YOU FREE THIS MAN, YOU ARE NOT A FRIEND OF CAESAR! EVERYONE WHO MAKES HIMSELF A KING DEFIES CAESAR." WHEN PILATUS HEARD THESE WORDS, HE LED YESHUA OUTSIDE AND SAT ON THE JUDGMENT SEAT CALLED STONE PAVEMENT, BUT IN HEBREW GABBATHA. NOW, IT WAS FRIDAY, THE PREPARATION DAY FOR PESACH, THE SIXTH HOUR, WHICH IS NOON. HE SAID TO THE JEWS, "LOOK, HERE IS YOUR KING." THEN THEY SHOUTED, "TAKE HIM AWAY, TAKE HIM AWAY AND CRUCIFY HIM!" PILATUS SAID TO THEM, "SHALL I CRUCIFY YOUR KING?" THE HIGH PRIEST ANSWERED, "WE HAVE NO KING BUT CAESAR." SO, HE GAVE HIM TO THEM TO BE CRUCIFIED. 
YESHUA AS BARABBAS IS CRUCIFIED
THEY TOOK YESHUA. CARRYING THE CROSS HIMSELF, HE WENT TO WHAT WAS CALLED THE PLACE OF THE SKULL, WHICH IN HEBREW IS GOLGOTHA, WHERE THEY CRUCIFIED HIM AND TWO OTHERS, ONE ON EITHER SIDE WITH YESHUA IN THE MIDDLE. PILATUS WROTE A PLACARD AND PUT IT ON THE CROSS. IT READ, YESHUA THE NAZARENE THE KING OF THE JEWS. MANY JEWS READ THE PLACARD BECAUSE THE PLACE WHERE YESHUA WAS CRUCIFIED WAS NEAR THE CITY. AND IT WAS WRITTEN IN HEBREW, LATIN, AND GREEK. SO, THE HIGH PRIESTS OF THE JEWS SAID TO PILATUS, "DO NOT WRITE, 'THE KING OF THE JEWS,' BUT WRITE WHAT HE SAID: 'I AM KING OF THE JEWS.'" PILATUS ANSWERED, "WHAT I'VE WRITTEN, I'VE WRITTEN." WHEN THE SOLDIERS CRUCIFIED YESHUA, THEY TOOK HIS CLOTHES AND DIVIDED THEM IN FOUR PARTS, ONE PART FOR EACH SOLDIER. AND THEY TOOK HIS TUNIC TOO. NOW, HIS TUNIC SHIRT WAS SEAMLESS, WOVEN IN ONE PIECE FROM THE TOP STRAIGHT DOWN. SO, THEY SAID TO EACH OTHER, "LET'S NOT TEAR IT, BUT CASTS LOTS FOR IT TO SEE WHOSE IT WILL BE. THIS WAS TO FULFILL THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE, SAYING, "THEY DIVIDED MY CLOTHES AMONG THEM AND FOR MY CLOTHES THEY CAST LOTS." THAT IS WHAT THE SOLDIERS DID. BUT NEAR THE CROSS OF YESHUA STOOD HIS MOTHER AND HIS MOTHER'S SISTER MIRYAM OF KLOPAS AND MIRYAM OF MAGDALA. THEN YESHUA, SEEING HIS MOTHER AND THE STUDENT HE LOVED STANDING NEAR, SAID TO HIS MOTHER, "WOMAN, HERE IS YOUR SON." THEN HE SAID TO THE STUDENT, "HERE IS YOUR MOTHER." AND FROM THAT HOUR THE STUDENT TOOK HER INTO HIS OWN. AFTER THIS YESHUA, KNOWING THAT ALL HAD BEEN DONE TO FULFILL THE WORDS OF THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE, SAID, "I AM THIRSTY." A JAR FILLED WITH VINEGAR WAS LYING THERE. SO, THEY PUT A SPONGE SOAKED WITH THE VINEGAR ON A BRANCH OF HYSSOP AND HELD IT TO HIS MOUTH. THEN WHEN YESHUA HAD TAKEN THE WINE, HE SAID, "IT IS ENDED." AND BOWING HIS HEAD, HE GAVE UP HIS SPIRIT. 
THE FATE OF YESHUA AS BARABBAS' BODY
SINCE IT WAS FRIDAY THE PREPARATION DAY, THE JEWS ASKED PILATUS THAT THEIR LEGS BE BROKEN AND THEY BE TAKEN AWAY SO THAT THE BODIES WOULD NOT REMAIN ON THE CROSS ON SHABBAT. THE SOLDIERS CAME AND BROKE THE BONES OF THE FIRST MAN AND THEN OF THE OTHER ONE CRUCIFIED WITH HIM. BUT WHEN THEY CAME TO YESHUA AND SAW THAT HE WAS ALREADY DEAD, THEY DID NOT BREAK HIS LEGS. BUT ONE OF THE SOLDIERS STABBED HIS SIDE WITH HIS SPEAR, AND AT ONCE BLOOD AND WATER CAME OUT. AND THE ONE WHO SAW THIS HAS TESTIFIED TO IT, AND THE TESTIMONY IS TRUE, AND HE KNOWS HE IS SPEAKING THE TRUTH SO THAT YOU MAY ALSO BELIEVE. THESE THINGS HAPPENED TO FULFILL THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE, "NO BONE OF HIS WILL BE BROKEN." AND ELSEWHERE IT SAYS, "THEY WILL LOOK AT HIM WHOM THEY STABBED." AFTER THESE THINGS YOSEF OF ARIMATHEA, BEING A STUDENT OF YESHUA, BUT A SECRET ONE FOR FEAR OF THE JEWS, ASKED PILATUS IF HE COULD TAKE AWAY YESHUA'S BODY. PILATUS ALLOWED IT. THEN HE CAME AND TOOK THE BODY. NIKODEMOS CAME TOO, THE ONE WHO FIRST CAME TO HIM DURING THE NIGHT, AND HE BROUGHT A MIXTURE OF MYRRH AND ALOES, ABOUT A HUNDRED POUNDS. SO, THEY TOOK THE BODY OF YESHUA AND WRAPPED IT IN AROMATIC SPICES IN LINEN CLOTHS, AS IS THE BURIAL CUSTOM OF THE JEWS. NOW, IN THE REGION WHERE HE WAS CRUCIFIED THERE WAS A GARDEN, AND IN THE GARDEN A NEW TOMB IN WHICH NO ONE HAD BEEN PLACED. SO, BECAUSE IT WAS THE FRIDAY THE PREPARATION DAY OF THE JEWS, AND THE TOMB WAS NEAR, IN IT THEY PLACED YESHUA. 
CHAPTER 20: YESHUA APPEARS TO MIRYAM OF MAGDALA
ON SUNDAY THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, MIRYAM OF MAGDALA CAME TO THE TOMB EARLY WHILE IT WAS STILL DARK AND SAW THAT THE STONE HAD BEEN REMOVED FROM THE TOMB. SO, SHE RAN AND CAME TO SHIMON KEFA AND TO THE OTHER STUDENT WHOM YESHUA [SEXLESSLY] LOVED AND SAID TO THEM, "THEY TOOK THE LORD FROM THE TOMB AND WE DON'T KNOW WHERE THEY PUT HIM." THEN KEFA AND THE OTHER STUDENT CAME OUT AND WENT TO THE TOMB. THE TWO RAN TOGETHER, BUT THE STUDENT RAN FASTER THAN KEFA AND REACHED THE TOMB FIRST. AND HE STOOPED DOWN AND SAW THE LINEN CLOTHS LYING THERE, BUT DIDN'T GO IN. THEN SHIMON KEFA CAME, FOLLOWING HIM, AND HE WENT INTO THE TOMB AND SAW THE LINEN CLOTHS LYING THERE, BUT THE KERCHIEF WHICH HAD BEEN ON HIS HEAD WAS LYING NOT NEXT TO THE CLOTHS BUT APART AND FOLDED UP IN ITS OWN PLACE. AND THEN THE OTHER STUDENT, WHO HAD COME FIRST TO THE TOMB, SAW AND BELIEVED. THEY DIDN'T YET KNOW THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE THAT HE MUST RISE FROM THE DEAD. THEN THE STUDENTS WENT OFF TO THEIR OWN PLACES. BUT MIRYAM STOOD BY THE TOMB, WEEPING. THEN AS SHE WAS WEEPING, SHE STOOPED AND LOOKED INTO THE TOMB AND SAW TWO ANGELS IN WHITE SITTING THERE, ONE AT THE HEAD AND ONE AT THE FEET WHERE THE BODY OF YESHUA WAS LAID. AND THEY SAID TO HER, "WOMAN, WHY ARE YOU WEEPING?" SHE SAID TO THEM, "THEY HAVE TAKEN MY LORD AWAY AND I DON'T KNOW WHERE THEY PUT HIM." SAYING THIS, SHE TURNED AROUND AND SAW YESHUA STANDING THERE AND DIDN'T KNOW IT WAS YESHUA. YESHUA SAID TO HER, "WOMAN, WHY ARE YOU WEEPING? WHOM ARE YOU LOOKING FOR?" [SEXUALLY] THINKING HE WAS THE GARDENER, SHE SAID TO HIM, "SIR, IF YOU TOOK HIM AWAY, TELL ME WHERE YOU PUT HIM AND I WILL TAKE HIM." YESHUA SAID TO HER, "MIRYAM!" SHE TURNED AND SAID TO HIM IN HEBREW, "RABBOUNI!" (WHICH MEANS TEACHER). YESHUA SAID TO HER, "DO NOT HOLD ON TO ME, SINCE I HAVE NOT YET GONE UP TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. BUT GO TO MY BROTHERS AND TELL THEM, I AM ASCENDING TO MY FATHER [STEPHEN] AND YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] AND MY GOD [YAHWEH] AND YOUR GOD [YAHWEH]." MIRYAM OF MAGDALA WENT AND ANNOUNCED TO THE STUDENTS, "I HAVE SEEN THE LORD." AND SHE TOLD THEM THAT HE HAD SAID THESE THINGS TO HER. 
YESHUA APPEARS TO THE STUDENTS
SO, WHEN IT WAS EARLY EVENING OF THAT FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK AND THE DOORS OF THE HOUSE WHERE THE STUDENTS MET WERE LOCKED FOR FEAR OF THE JEWS, YESHUA CAME AND STOOD IN THEIR MIDST AND SAID TO THEM, "PEACE TO YOU." AND SAYING THIS, HE SHOWED HIS HANDS AND HIS SIDE TO THEM. THE STUDENTS WERE OVERJOYED WHEN THEY SAW THE LORD. SO YESHUA SAID TO THEM AGAIN, "PEACE TO YOU. AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SENT ME SO, I SEND YOU." AND SAYING THIS, HE BREATHED OVER THEM AND SAID TO THEM, "RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT. FOR ANY WHOSE [NON-SEXUAL] SINS YOU FORGIVE, THEIR [NON-SEXUAL] SINS ARE FORGIVEN. FOR ANY WHOSE [SEXUAL] SINS YOU DO NOT RELEASE, THEY ARE NOT RELEASED."
DOUBTING TOMA IS CONVINCED
BUT TOMA, WHO WAS ONE OF THE TWELVE, CALLED THE TWIN, WAS NOT WITH THEM WHEN YESHUA CAME. SO, THE OTHER STUDENTS WERE SAYING TO HIM, "WE HAVE SEEN THE LORD." BUT HE SAID TO THEM, "UNLESS I SEE THE MARK OF THE NAILS IN HIS HANDS AND I PUT MY FINGER INTO THE PLACE OF THE NAILS AND I PUT MY HAND INTO HIS SIDE, I SHALL NOT BELIEVE." AFTER EIGHT DAYS THE STUDENTS WERE AGAIN IN THE HOUSE AND TOMA WITH THEM. THOUGH THE DOORS WERE SHUT, YESHUA STOOD IN THEIR MIDST AND SAID, "PEACE TO YOU." THEN HE SAID TO TOMA, "BRING YOUR FINGERS HERE AND SEE MY HANDS, AND BRING YOUR HAND AND PUT IT IN MY SIDE, AND DO NOT BE WITHOUT FAITH BUT OF FAITH." TOMA ANSWERED, SAYING TO HIM, "MY LORD AND MY GOD." YESHUA SAID TO HIM, "DO YOU BELIEVE BECAUSE YOU HAVE SEEN ME? BLESSINGS ON THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN AND BELIEVE." YESHUA PERFORMED MANY OTHER SIGNS BEFORE HIS STUDENTS, WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK. BUT THESE THINGS WERE WRITTEN THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE THAT YESHUA IS THE MESSIAH THE SON OF GOD, AND THAT IN BELIEVING YOU MAY HAVE LIFE IN HIS NAME.
CHAPTER 21: YESHUA AT THE SEA OF TIBERIAS
AFTER THIS, YESHUA AGAIN SHOWED HIMSELF TO THE STUDENTS AT THE SEA OF TIBERIAS. AND THIS IS HOW HE SHOWED HIMSELF. GATHERED TOGETHER WERE SHIMON KEFA AND TOMA CALLED THE TWIN AND NATHANAEL FROM KANA IN GALIL AND THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE AND TWO OTHER STUDENTS. SHIMON KEFA SAID, "I'M GOING FISHING." THEY TOLD HIM, "WE'RE COMING WITH YOU." THEY WENT OUT AND GOT INTO THE BOAT, AND ALL THAT NIGHT CAUGHT NOTHING. AT DAYBREAK YESHUA WAS STANDING ON THE BEACH. BUT THE STUDENTS DIDN'T REALIZE THAT IT WAS YESHUA. YESHUA SAID TO THEM, "CHILDREN, HAVE YOU ANY FISH?" "NO," THEY ANSWERED HIM. AND HE SAID TO THEM, "CAST THE NET IN THE WATERS TO THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE SHIP AND YOU WILL FIND SOME." SO, THEY CAST, AND THEY WEREN'T STRONG ENOUGH TO HAUL IT BACK IN BECAUSE OF THE SWARM OF FISH. THEN THAT STUDENT WHOM YESHUA [SEXLESSLY] LOVED SAID TO KEFA, "IT IS THE LORD." WHEN SHIMON KEFA HEARD IT WAS THE LORD, HE PUT ON HIS OUTER GARMENT, FOR HE HAD STRIPPED NAKED AND THROWN HIMSELF INTO THE SEA. BUT THE OTHER STUDENTS CAME IN A SMALL BOAT—THEY WERE NOT FAR FROM THE LAND, ABOUT A HUNDRED YARDS AWAY—DRAGGING THE NET FULL OF FISH. WHEN THEY CAME OUT ON THE SHORE, THEY SAW A CHARCOAL FIRE AND A SMALL FISH PLACED ON IT, AND BREAD. YESHUA SAID TO THEM, "NOW BRING SOME OF THE FISH YOU CAUGHT." SO, SHIMON KEFA WENT ON BOARD AND DRAGGED THE NET ONTO THE LAND, FILLED WITH BIG FISH, A HUNDRED FIFTY-THREE OF THEM, YET WITH SO MANY THE NET DIDN'T TEAR. YESHUA SAID TO THEM, "COME HAVE BREAKFAST." NONE OF THE STUDENTS DARED ASK, "WHO ARE YOU?" KNOWING THAT IT WAS THE LORD. YESHUA CAME AND TOOK THE BREAD AND GAVE IT TO THEM, AND ALSO THE FISH. THIS WAS ALREADY THE THIRD TIME THAT YESHUA APPEARED TO THE STUDENTS AFTER HE WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD. 
YESHUA QUESTIONS SHIMON KEFA'S [SEXLESS] LOVE
SO, WHEN THEY HAD BREAKFASTED, YESHUA SAID TO SHIMON KEFA, "SHIMON SON OF YOHANAN, DO YOU [SEXLESS] LOVE ME MORE THAN THEY DO?" SHIMON SAID TO HIM, "YES, LORD, YOU KNOW THAT I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU." YESHUA SAID TO HIM, "FEED MY LAMBS." HE ASKED SHIMON A SECOND TIME, "SHIMON SON OF YOHANAN, DO YOU [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ME?" SHIMON SAID, "YES, LORD, YOU KNOW THAT I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU." HE SAID TO SHIMON SON OF YOHANAN FOR THE THIRD TIME, "DO YOU [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ME?" KEFA WAS HURT THAT HE HAD ASKED HIM FOR THE THIRD TIME, "DO YOU [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ME?" AND HE SAID TO HIM, "LORD, YOU KNOW ALL THINGS, YOU KNOW THAT I LOVE YOU." YESHUA REPLIES, "GRAZE MY SHEEP." 
YESHUA FORETELLS SHIMON KEFA'S DEATH
AND HE SAID TO HIM, "TRULY, TRULY I SAY TO YOU, WHEN YOU WERE YOUNGER, YOU FASTENED YOUR OWN BELT AND WALKED ABOUT WHERE YOU WISHED. BUT WHEN YOU GROW OLD YOU WILL STRETCH OUT YOUR HANDS AND ANOTHER WILL FASTEN YOUR BELT AND TAKE YOU WHERE YOU DO NOT WISH TO GO." THIS HE SAID, SIGNIFYING BY WHAT DEATH HE WOULD GLORIFY GOD. AFTER HE SAID THIS, HE TOLD HIM, "FOLLOW ME." 
THE AUTHOR REVEALED
KEFA TURNED AND SAW THE STUDENT WHOM YESHUA LOVED FOLLOWING THEM, THE ONE WHO ALSO LAY NEXT TO HIS CHEST AT THE SUPPER AND WHO HAD SAID, "WHO IS BETRAYING YOU?" WHEN KEFA SAW HIM, HE SAID TO YESHUA, "LORD, WHAT ABOUT HIM?" YESHUA SAID TO KEFA, "IF I WANT HIM TO STAY UNTIL I COME, WHAT IS THAT TO YOU? FOLLOW ME." SO, WORD WENT OUT TO THE BROTHERS THAT THE STUDENT WOULD NOT DIE. BUT YESHUA DID NOT TELL KEFA THAT THE STUDENT WOULD NOT DIE, BUT RATHER, "IF I WANT HIM TO STAY UNTIL I COME, WHAT IS THAT TO YOU?" THIS IS THE STUDENT WHO TESTIFIES TO THESE THINGS AND WHO HAS WRITTEN THESE THINGS, AND WE KNOW THAT HIS TESTIMONY IS TRUE. AND THERE ARE MANY OTHER THINGS THAT YESHUA DID. IF THEY WERE WRITTEN DOWN ONE BY ONE, I [SEXLESSLY] THINK THE WORLD ITSELF WOULD NOT HAVE ROOM TO HOLD THE BOOKS THAT WOULD BE WRITTEN.
THE HOLY SCRIPTURE OF GNOSTIC WISDOM
THE GNOSTIC BOOK OF BARUCH
OATH OF [TOP] SECRECY
IF YOU WOULD KNOW WHAT EYE HAS NOT SEEN NOR EAR HEARD AND WHAT HAS NOT ARISEN IN THE HUMAN HEART, AND WHO STANDS HIGH ABOVE ALL GOOD, SWEAR TO KEEP THE MYSTERY OF INSTRUCTION SECRET. OUR FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO SAW THE GOOD PERFECTED IN HIM, HAS KEPT THE MYSTERIES OF SILENCE SECRET. HE HAS SWORN AND WILL NOT WAVER. HERE IS HIS OATH: "I SWEAR BY THE ONE OVER ALL, WHICH IS THE GOOD, TO KEEP THESE MYSTERIES, TO TELL THEM TO NO ONE, AND NOT TO GO FROM THE GOOD BACK TO THE CREATION." WHEN YOU TAKE THIS OATH, YOU ENTER THE GOOD AND SEE WHAT EYE HAS NOT SEEN NOR EAR HEARD AND WHAT HAS NOT ARISEN IN THE HUMAN HEART. YOU DRINK FROM THE LIVING WATER, THE WASHING, THE SPRING OF LIVING WATER BUBBLING UP. AND THERE WAS A SEPARATION OF WATERS FROM WATERS, AND THE WATERS BELOW THE FIRMAMENT BELONG TO THE EVIL CREATION. IN THEM ARE WASHED THOSE WHO ARE EARTHLY AND PSYCHICAL. THE WATERS ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT BELONG TO THE GOOD AND ARE ALIVE. THE SPIRITUAL AND THE LIVING ARE WASHED IN THEM AS ELOHIM WAS AFTER THE WASHING. HE DID NOT WAVER. 
THE MYTH [BULLSHIT] OF THE 3 CREATORS
THERE WERE THREE UN-GENERATED PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE COSMOS: TWO MALE AND ONE FEMALE. ONE OF THE MALE PRINCIPLES IS CALLED THE GOOD [YAHWEH], AND IT ALONE CARRIES THAT EPITHET AND KNOWS EVERYTHING AHEAD OF TIME. THE OTHER MALE PRINCIPLE IS NAMED FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL THINGS BEGOTTEN IN THE WORLD, HAS NO FORETHOUGHT, AND HE IS UNKNOWN AND INVISIBLE. THE FEMALE [VICTORIA] IS ANGRY. SHE KNOWS NOTHING AHEAD OF TIME AND SHE HAS TWO MINDS AND TWO BODIES. AS IN HERODOTOS'S MYTH [BULLSHIT], SHE IS A VIRGIN ABOVE [THE LADY OF KINGDOMS NAMED THE LADY VICTORIA SEXLESS IN THE NEW UNIVERSE IN ISAIAH 47:1-15] AND A VIPER BELOW [THE GREAT WITCH NAMED THE LADY VICTORIA SEXUAL IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE IN ISAIAH 47:1-15]. SHE IS CALLED BOTH EDEM [VICTORIA] AND ISRAEL [VICTORIA]. THESE ARE THE PRINCIPLES OF THE COSMOS, THE ROOTS AND POOLS FROM WHICH ALL SPRANG, AND NOTHING ELSE WAS IN THE WORLD. WHEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] KNOWING NOTHING BEFOREHAND SAW THAT HALF-VIRGIN EDEM, HE BURNED FOR HER, AND HE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS CALLED ELOHIM, AND EDEM [MEANS ALL UNIVERSAL AUTHORITY IN SEXLESS EDUCATION] BURNED EQUALLY FOR ELOHIM [MEANS LORD]. THEIR [SEXLESS] DESIRE DREW THEM TO A SINGLE UNION OF [SEXLESS] LOVE [DIVINE INTERCOURSE]. FROM THIS COUPLING THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SEEDED TWELVE ANGELS FOR HIMSELF THROUGH EDEM [VICTORIA]. THE PATERNAL ANGELS ARE MICHAEL [JESUS], AMEN, BARUCH, GABRIEL, ESADDAEUS. THE MATERNAL ANGELS ARE BABEL, ACHAMOTH, NAAS, BEL, BELIAS, SATAN, SAEL, ADONAIOS, KAUITHAN, PHARAOTH, KARKAMENOS, AND LATHEN. OF THESE TWENTY-FOUR THE PATERNAL ONES, SIDE WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND OBEY HIS WILL IN EVERYTHING, AND THE MATERNAL ONES HEAR THEIR MOTHER, EDEM. THEIR COMMON DOMAIN IS PARADISE, ABOUT WHICH MOSES TELLS US, "GOD PLANTED PARADISE EAST OF EDEN," BEFORE THE FACE OF EDEM, AND THEREFORE SHE ALWAYS LOOKS AT PARADISE, HER ANGELS. THE ANGELS OF PARADISE ARE ALLEGORICALLY CALLED TREES, AND THE TREE OF LIFE IS THE THIRD PATERNAL ANGEL, AND HIS NAME IS BARUCH, WHILE THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL IS THE THIRD MATERNAL ANGEL, AND HE IS NAAS. MOSES SPOKE THESE THINGS COVERTLY BECAUSE NOT EVERYONE CAN HOLD THE TRUTH. 
THE CREATION OF ADAM AND EVE
AFTER PARADISE CAME INTO BEING THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF ELOHIM AND EDEM, THE ANGELS OF ELOHIM TOOK SOME OF THE BEST EARTH (NOT FROM THE BESTIAL, NAKED PART OF EDEM BUT FROM HER UPPER, CIVILIZED REGIONS) AND FROM THAT GOOD EARTH THEY MADE MAN, BUT FROM THE BESTIAL LAND CAME WILD BEASTS AND CREATURES. THEY MADE MAN A SYMBOL OF THEIR [DIVINE] UNION AND [SEXLESS] LOVE AND PLANTED SOME OF THEIR POWERS IN HIM. EDEM PROVIDED THE SOUL AND ELOHIM THE SPIRIT. THE MAN ADAM WAS A SEAL AND MEMORY OF THEIR [SEXLESS] LOVE, AN ETERNAL SYMBOL OF THE WEDDING OF EDEM AND ELOHIM. AND, AS MOSES WROTE, EVE WAS IMAGE AND SYMBOL, AND THE SEAL OF EDEM PRESERVED FOREVER. EDEM SET THE SOUL IN EVE AND ELOHIM THE SPIRIT. AND THEY WERE GIVEN COMMANDMENTS: "BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY AND SUBDUE THE EARTH." EDEM GAVE AWAY ALL HER POWER TO ELOHIM, LIKE A MARRIAGE DOWRY, AND TILL THIS DAY, IN IMITATION OF THAT FIRST MARRIAGE, A WOMAN COMES TO HER HUSBAND WITH A DOWRY, OBEYING A HOLY AND HEREDITARY LAW THAT EDEM CARRIED OUT TOWARD ELOHIM.
THE ANGELS ARE DIVIDED
WHEN, ACCORDING TO MOSES, EVERYTHING WAS CREATED INCLUDING HEAVEN AND EARTH AND ALL THEREIN, THE TWELVE ANGELS OF THE MOTHER WERE DIVIDED INTO FOUR PRINCIPLES, AND EACH QUADRANT IS CALLED A RIVER: PISHON, GIHON, TIGRIS, AND EUPHRATES. HUDDLED IN THESE FOUR PARTS, THE TWELVE ANGELS CIRCLE AROUND AND GOVERN THE COSMOS. THEIR AUTHORITY OVER THE WORLD COMES FROM EDEM. THEY ARE NOT FOREVER IN THE SAME REGION, BUT AS IN A CIRCULAR CHORUS THEY MOVE FROM PLACE TO PLACE AT FIXED INTERVALS AND PERIODS ACCORDING TO THEIR ASSIGNMENTS. WHEN THE ANGELS OF PISHON RULE A REGION, THEN FAMINE, DISTRESS, AND TRIBULATION FOUL THAT SEGMENT OF THE EARTH, FOR THEIR CRITERION FOR RULING IS [SEXUAL] AVARICE [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10]. AND IN ALL REGIONS COME BAD TIMES AND [SEXUAL] DISEASE ACCORDING TO EACH POWER AND [SEXUAL] NATURE. THERE IS A TORRENT OF EVIL POURING OUT LIKE THE RIVERS, AND CONSTANTLY AROUND THE WORLD EDEM'S WILL CONTROLS EVERY QUADRANT. 
ELOHIM'S ASCENT
THE NECESSITY OF [MESSIANIC] EVIL HAS THIS CIRCUMSTANCE: WHEN ELOHIM AND EDEM IN MUTUAL [SEXLESS] LOVE MADE THE COSMOS, ELOHIM CHOSE TO RISE TO THE [MOST] HIGHEST PART OF HEAVEN TO SEE IF THEIR CREATION LACKED ANY ELEMENTS. HE TOOK HIS ANGELS WITH HIM AND ROSE, AS WAS HIS [DIVINE] NATURE, AND HE ABANDONED EDEM BELOW, WHO BEING EARTH DECLINED TO FOLLOW HER HUSBAND UPWARD. WHEN ELOHIM REACHED THE UPPER BORDER OF HEAVEN, HE SAW A LIGHT STRONGER THAN THE SUN HE CREATED, AND HE SAID, "OPEN THE GATES FOR ME TO ENTER AND TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE LORD. I HAD [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT I WAS THE LORD!" HE HEARD A VOICE OUT OF THE LIGHT, SAYING, "THIS IS THE LORD'S GATE. THE JUST PASS THROUGH IT." THE GATE WAS IMMEDIATELY OPENED, AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WITHOUT HIS ANGELS, WENT INTO THE GOOD [YAHWEH] AND SAW WHAT EYE HAS NOT SEEN OR EAR HEARD AND WHAT HAS NOT ARISEN IN THE HUMAN HEART. THE GOOD [YAHWEH] SAID TO HIM, "SIT DOWN AT MY RIGHT HAND." THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SAID TO THE GOOD [YAHWEH], "LET ME DESTROY THE COSMOS I MADE. MY SPIRIT IS IMPRISONED AMONG PEOPLE. I WANT TO TAKE IT BACK." THEN THE GOOD [YAHWEH] TOLD HIM, "NOTHING WHICH COMES FROM ME CAN BE [SATANIC/BABYLONIAN] EVIL. IN YOUR COMPANION, [THAT SEXLESSLY] LOVE [D] YOU AND EDEM MADE THE WORLD. LET EDEM KEEP THE [DIVINE] CREATION AS LONG AS SHE WISHES, BUT YOU MUST STAY WITH ME." 
EDEM'S RESPONSE
THEN EDEM KNEW SHE WAS ABANDONED BY ELOHIM AND SORROWFULLY BEGAN TO GATHER ANGELS AROUND HER AND ADORN HERSELF BRIGHTLY TO AROUSE HIS RETURN. BUT UNDER THE GOOD'S [YAHWEH’S] CONTROL ELOHIM NO LONGER DESCENDED TO EDEM. THEN EDEM COMMANDED BABEL, WHICH HERE MEANS THE GODDESS APHRODITE, TO INCITE FORNICATION AND DIVORCE AMONG PEOPLE, SO THAT AS SHE WAS SEPARATED FROM ELOHIM, THE SPIRIT OF ELOHIM IN PEOPLE MIGHT FEEL AFFLICTION AND BE TORMENTED AND SUFFER LIKE HER, EDEM, HIS ABANDONED WIFE. AND EDEM GAVE GRAND AUTHORITY TO NAAS, HER THIRD ANGEL, TO TORTURE THE SPIRIT OF ELOHIM IN PEOPLE WITH ALL POSSIBLE TORTURES SO THROUGH THAT SPIRIT, ELOHIM MIGHT HIMSELF BE TORTURED—HE WHO HAD ABANDONED EDEM IN COLD VIOLATION OF THEIR COVENANT. 
ELOHIM SENDS DOWN HIS ANGEL BARUCH
WHEN THE FATHER ELOHIM SAW THESE THINGS, HE SENT DOWN BARUCH, HIS OWN THIRD ANGEL, TO COMFORT THE SPIRIT LIVING IN ALL PEOPLE. WHEN BARUCH CAME, HE STOOD AMONG THE ANGELS OF EDEM, IN THE MIDST OF PARADISE. PARADISE WAS THE ANGELS AMONG WHOM HE STOOD, AND HE COMMANDED THE PEOPLE "TO EAT FROM EVERY TREE IN PARADISE, EXCEPT FROM THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL," WHICH TREE IS NAAS. THEY COULD OBEY THE OTHER ELEVEN ANGELS OF EDEM, FOR THOUGH THEY HAVE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS THEY DO NOT DISOBEY THE COMMANDMENT. BUT NAAS DISOBEYED. HE APPROACHED EVE AND SEDUCED HER AND DEBAUCHED HER, WHICH IS A TRANSGRESSION, AND HE APPROACHED ADAM AND PLAYED WITH HIM AS A BOY [PEDERASTY], WHICH IS A TRANSGRESSION. SO, ADULTERY AND PEDERASTY WERE BORN. SINCE THEN EVIL AND GOOD HAVE RULED PEOPLE. IT BEGAN FROM A SINGLE SOURCE. WHEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ASCENDED TO THE GOOD [YAHWEH], HE SHOWED THE WAY FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO RISE, AND BY LEAVING EDEM, HE BEGAN THE EVIL FOR HIS SPIRIT IN PEOPLE. 
BARUCH SEARCHES FOR A SAVIOR
BARUCH WENT TO MOSES AND THROUGH HIM SPOKE TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL TO TURN THEM BACK TO THE GOOD [YAHWEH], BUT EDEM'S THIRD ANGEL NAAS BARRED HIS WAY. THROUGH THE SOUL, EDEM GAVE HIM AND MOSES AND ALL PEOPLE, NAAS EXPUNGED BARUCH'S ORDERS AND ONLY NAAS'S COMMANDMENTS WERE HEARD, AND SO, SOUL WAS SET AGAINST SPIRIT AND SPIRIT SET AGAINST SOUL. THE SOUL IS EDEM WHILE THE SPIRIT IS ELOHIM, AND EACH IS IN BOTH MAN AND WOMAN. THEN BARUCH WAS SENT DOWN TO THE PROPHETS SO THAT THE SPIRIT LIVING IN PEOPLE MIGHT HEAR AND FLEE FROM EDEM AND HER [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT CREATION AS ONCE FATHER ELOHIM FLED. BUT NAAS, USING HIS OLD TACTICS, DRAGGED THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] SPIRIT DOWN INTO THE SOUL OF PEOPLE HE [NAAS] SEDUCED, WHO SCORNED BARUCH'S WORDS IN ELOHIM'S COMMANDMENTS. THEN BARUCH CHOSE A PROPHET FROM THE UNCIRCUMCISED, HERAKLES, AND SENT HIM TO SUBDUE THE TWELVE ANGELS OF EDEM, AND FREE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] FROM THE TWELVE EVIL ANGELS OF THE CREATION. THESE ARE THE TWELVE LABORS IN WHICH HERAKLES CONTENDED, FROM FIRST TO LAST, WITH THE LION, THE HYDRA, THE BOAR, AND THE REST. AND THEY ARE NAMES OF NATIONS GIVEN TO THEM FROM THE POWER OF THE MATERNAL ANGELS. JUST WHEN HE SEEMED VICTORIOUS, OMPHALE, WHO IS BABEL OR APHRODITE, ATTACKED HIM AND SEDUCED HIM AND TOOK AWAY HIS STRENGTH AND BARUCH'S COMMANDMENTS ORDERED BY ELOHIM, AND THEN SHE WRAPPED HIM IN HER OWN ROBE, THE POWER OF EDEM, THE POWER FROM BELOW. HERAKLES' PROPHECIES AND WORK WERE NOTHING. 
BARUCH FINDS JESUS
FINALLY, "IN THE DAYS OF KING HEROD," BARUCH WAS SENT ONCE MORE BY ELOHIM AND HE CAME TO NAZARETH AND FOUND JESUS, SON OF JOSEPH AND MARY, FEEDING SHEEP, A BOY OF TWELVE, AND HE TOLD HIM EVERYTHING THAT HAD HAPPENED FROM THE BEGINNING, FROM EDEM AND ELOHIM AND ALL THAT WILL BE. HE SAID, "ALL THE PROPHETS BEFORE YOU WERE SEDUCED, BUT JESUS, EARTHLY SON, TRY NOT TO BE SEDUCED, AND PREACH THE WORD TO PEOPLE AND TELL THEM ABOUT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE GOOD [YAHWEH], AND ASCEND TO THE GOOD [YAHWEH] AND SIT WITH ELOHIM, FATHER [STEPHEN] OF US ALL." 
JESUS' CRUCIFIXION AND ASCENT
AND JESUS OBEYED THE ANGEL. HE SAID, "LORD, I WILL DO ALL THINGS." HE AFFIRMED THIS. NAAS WANTED TO SEDUCE HIM TOO, BUT HE COULD NOT. JESUS KEPT FAITH WITH BARUCH. THEN NAAS WAS ENRAGED BECAUSE HE COULD NOT SEDUCE HIM, AND HE HAD HIM CRUCIFIED. JESUS LEFT HIS BODY TO EDEM BY THE TREE AND ASCENDED TO THE GOOD [YAHWEH]. HE SAID TO HER, "WOMAN, HERE IS YOUR SON." HE LEFT HIS SOUL AND EARTHLY BODY, BUT HIS SPIRIT HE PLACED IN THE HANDS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THEN HE ASCENDED TO THE GOOD [YAHWEH]. 
ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETATIONS
THE GOOD IS PRIAPOS [MEANS ERECT PENIS] WHO CREATED BEFORE ANYTHING WAS. HE IS CALLED PRIAPOS BECAUSE HE MADE EVERYTHING. SO, IN TEMPLES EVERYWHERE HE IS HONORED BY ALL CREATION. ON THE ROADS HE WALKS CARRYING FRUIT, FRUITS OF CREATION, WHOSE CAUSE, HE WAS, SINCE HE CREATED BEFORE ANYTHING WAS. NOW, WHEN YOU HEAR THAT THE SWAN LAY ON LEDA AND PRODUCED A CHILD FROM HER, THE SWAN IS ELOHIM AND LEDA IS EDEM. WHEN THEY SAY THAT THE EAGLE CAME UPON GANYMEDE, THE EAGLE IS NAAS AND GANYMEDE IS ADAM. WHEN YOU HEAR ONE SAY THAT GOLD CAME UPON DANAE AND PRODUCED A CHILD FROM HER, THE GOLD IS ELOHIM [REVELATION 3:18] AND DANAE IS EDEM. IN THIS WAY THESE TALES [FABLES] ARE INTERPRETED COMPARING THEM TO SIMILAR MYTHS [BULLSHITS]. WHEN THE PROPHETS SAY, "HEAR, HEAVEN, AND LISTEN, EARTH, THE LORD HAS SPOKEN," THE SPIRIT OF ELOHIM IN PEOPLE IS HEAVEN, AND SOUL LIVING WITH THE SPIRIT IN PEOPLE IS EARTH. THE LORD IS BARUCH, AND ISRAEL EDEM, AND ELOHIM'S WIFE IS CALLED EDEM AND ISRAEL. "ISRAEL DID NOT KNOW ME." AND IF SHE HAD KNOWN THAT I AM WITH THE GOOD [YAHWEH], SHE WOULD NOT HAVE TORTURED THE SPIRIT THAT LIVES IN PEOPLE BECAUSE OF THE IGNORANCE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. WHEN THE PROPHET IS SAID TO TAKE A WOMAN FOR HIMSELF TO FORNICATE [LIKE HOSEA MARRYING GOMER THE WITCH] BECAUSE "THE EARTH HAS FORNICATED BEHIND THE LORD," EVEN AS EDEM BEHIND ELOHIM, IN THESE WORDS THE PROPHET CLEARLY TELLS THE WHOLE MYSTERY, BUT BECAUSE OF NAAS'S WICKEDNESS HE IS UNHEARD. 
SETHIAN HOLY SCRIPTURE
THE GNOSTIC GOSPEL OF JUDAS
THE HIDDEN DISCOURSE OF THE PRONOUNCEMENT IN WHICH JESUS SPOKE WITH JUDAS ISCARIOT FOR EIGHT DAYS, THREE DAYS BEFORE HE CELEBRATED PASSOVER.
JESUS’ DIALOGUES WITH THE DISCIPLES AND JUDAS
JESUS’ APPEARANCES ON EARTH WHEN HE APPEARED ON EARTH, HE PERFORMED SIGNS AND GREAT WONDERS FOR THE SALVATION OF HUMANITY. AND AS SOME PEOPLE WERE [WALKING] IN THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND OTHERS WERE WALKING IN THEIR TRANSGRESSION, TWELVE DISCIPLES WERE CALLED. HE BEGAN TO SPEAK WITH THEM ABOUT THE MYSTERIES THAT ARE ABOVE THE UNIVERSE AND THE THINGS THAT WILL HAPPEN AT THE END. FREQUENTLY HE DOES NOT APPEAR TO HIS DISCIPLES, BUT YOU FIND HIM AS A CHILD AMONG THEM. KNOWING JESUS, HE CAME TO HIS DISCIPLES IN JUDEA ONE DAY AND FOUND THEM SEATED, GATHERED, AND TRAINING FOR PIETY. WHEN HE [CAME UPON] HIS DISCIPLES GATHERED, SEATED, AND OFFERING THANKSGIVING OVER THE BREAD, HE LAUGHED. THE DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, “TEACHER, WHY ARE YOU LAUGHING AT OUR PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING? WHAT DID WE DO? [THIS] IS WHAT’S RIGHT.” HE ANSWERED AND SAID TO THEM, “I’M NOT LAUGHING AT YOU—YOU DON’T DO THIS BY YOUR OWN WILL. RATHER, BY THIS YOUR GOD RECEIVES PRAISE.” THEY SAID, “TEACHER, IT IS YOU […] THE SON OF OUR GOD.” JESUS SAID TO THEM, “HOW DO [YOU] KNOW ME? TRULY I SAY TO YOU, NO RACE FROM THE PEOPLE AMONG YOU WILL KNOW ME.” WHEN HIS DISCIPLES HEARD THIS, THEY BEGAN TO GET IRRITATED AND ANGRY AND TO BLASPHEME AGAINST HIM IN THEIR HEART. BUT WHEN JESUS SAW THEIR FOOLISHNESS, [HE SAID] TO THEM, “WHY HAS AGITATION BROUGHT ANGER (TO YOU)? YOUR GOD WHO IS WITHIN YOU AND [HIS…] HAVE BECOME IRRITATED, ALONG WITH YOUR SOULS. LET WHOEVER IS [STRONG] AMONG YOU PEOPLE REPRESENT THE PERFECT HUMAN BEING AND STAND BEFORE MY FACE.” AND THEY ALL SAID, “WE ARE STRONG!” BUT THEIR SPIRIT DID NOT DARE TO STAND BEFORE HIM—EXCEPT FOR JUDAS ISCARIOT. HE WAS ABLE TO STAND BEFORE HIM, BUT HE COULD NOT LOOK HIM IN THE EYES. INSTEAD, HE TURNED HIS FACE AWAY. JUDAS SAID TO HIM, “I KNOW WHO YOU ARE AND WHERE YOU HAVE COME FROM. YOU HAVE COME FROM THE IMMORTAL AEON OF THE BARBĒLŌ. BUT AS FOR THE ONE WHO SENT YOU, I AM NOT WORTHY TO SAY HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH].” JESUS, KNOWING THAT HE WAS THINKING ABOUT THE REST OF THE EXALTED MATTERS AS WELL, SAID TO HIM, “SEPARATE FROM THEM, AND I WILL TELL YOU THE MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM, NOT SO THAT YOU WILL GO THERE, BUT SO THAT YOU WILL BE MUCH GRIEVED. FOR SOMEONE ELSE WILL TAKE YOUR PLACE, SO THAT THE TWELVE [ELEMENTS] MIGHT BE COMPLETE IN THEIR GOD.” AND JUDAS SAID TO HIM, “WHEN WILL YOU TELL ME THESE THINGS? AND (WHEN) WILL THE GREAT DAY OF LIGHT DAWN FOR THE […] RACE?” BUT WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, JESUS LEFT HIM. THE STRONG AND HOLY RACE WHEN MORNING CAME, HE APPEARED TO HIS DISCIPLES, AND THEY SAID TO HIM, “TEACHER, WHERE DID YOU GO? WHAT DO YOU DO AFTER YOU HAVE LEFT US?” JESUS SAID TO THEM, “I WENT TO ANOTHER GREAT AND HOLY RACE.” HIS DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, “LORD, WHAT IS THE GREAT RACE THAT IS MORE EXALTED AND HOLIER THAN WE BUT NOT NOW IN THESE AEONS?” WHEN JESUS HEARD THESE THINGS, HE LAUGHED AND SAID TO THEM, “WHY ARE YOU THINKING IN YOUR HEART ABOUT THE STRONG AND HOLY RACE? TRULY I SAY TO YOU, NO OFFSPRING [OF] THIS AEON WILL SEE THAT RACE, NOR WILL ANY ANGELIC ARMY OF THE STARS RULE OVER THAT RACE, NOR WILL ANY MORTAL HUMAN OFFSPRING BE ABLE TO GO WITH IT. FOR THAT RACE DOES NOT COME FROM [THIS AEON] THAT CAME INTO BEING, […] THE RACE OF THE HUMAN BEINGS THAT ARE AMONG THEM, BUT IT IS FROM THE RACE OF THOSE GREAT PEOPLE. […] THE POWERFUL AUTHORITIES THAT […] NOR ANY POWER […], THOSE BY WHICH YOU RULE.” WHEN HIS DISCIPLES HEARD THESE THINGS, THEY WERE DISTURBED IN THEIR SPIRIT, EACH ONE, AND THEY WERE AT A LOSS FOR WORDS. ON ANOTHER DAY JESUS CAME TO THEM, AND THEY SAID TO HIM, “TEACHER, WE SAW YOU IN A VISION, FOR WE SAW GREAT DREAMS IN [THIS] NIGHT THAT PASSED.” HE SAID, “WHY HAVE YOU […] HID YOURSELVES?” FOR THEIR PART, [THEY SAID, “WE] SAW A GREAT HOUSE [IN WHICH] THERE WERE A GREAT ALTAR, TWELVE MEN THAT WE SAY ARE PRIESTS, AND A NAME. A MULTITUDE WAS DEVOTING THEMSELVES TO THAT ALTAR UNTIL THE PRIESTS [FINISHED PRESENTING] THE OFFERINGS. WE TOO WERE DEVOTING OURSELVES.” JESUS [SAID,] “WHAT KIND […]? AND THEY SAID, “[SOME] FAST FOR TWO WEEKS; OTHERS SACRIFICE THEIR OWN CHILDREN, OTHERS THEIR WIVES, AS THEY BLESS AND ARE HUMBLE TO ONE ANOTHER; OTHERS SLEEP WITH MALES; OTHERS WORK AT SLAUGHTERING; OTHERS PERFORM A MULTITUDE OF SINS AND LAWLESS [SEXUAL] DEEDS. AND THE MEN WHO STAND [BESIDE] THE ALTAR INVOKE YOUR [NAME] [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND BECAUSE THEY ARE ENGAGED IN ALL THE LABORS OF THEIR SACRIFICE, THAT ALTAR IS FULL.” AFTER THEY HAD SAID THESE THINGS, THEY FELL SILENT BECAUSE THEY WERE DISTURBED. JESUS SAID TO THEM, “WHY HAVE YOU BECOME DISTURBED? TRULY I SAY TO YOU, ALL THE PRIESTS THAT STAND BESIDE THAT ALTAR INVOKE MY NAME. AND EVEN MORE, I SAY TO YOU THAT THEY HAVE WRITTEN MY NAME UPON THE […] OF THE RACES OF THE STARS THROUGH THE RACES OF THE HUMAN BEINGS, AND IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THEY SHAMEFULLY HAVE PLANTED FRUITLESS TREES.” JESUS SAID TO THEM, “IT IS YOU WHO PRESENT THE SACRIFICES AT THAT ALTAR THAT YOU SAW. THAT IS THE GOD YOU SERVE, AND YOU ARE THE TWELVE MEN WHOM YOU SAW. THE CATTLE THAT ARE BROUGHT IN ARE THE SACRIFICES THAT YOU SAW, THAT IS, THE MULTITUDE THAT YOU LEAD ASTRAY UPON THAT ALTAR. [THE…] WILL STAND; IN THIS WAY HE WILL USE MY NAME; AND THE RACES OF THE PIOUS WILL DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO HIM. NEXT ANOTHER MAN WILL STAND IN ATTENDANCE UPON [THE FORNICATORS], AND ANOTHER WILL STAND IN ATTENDANCE UPON THE KILLERS OF CHILDREN, AND ANOTHER UPON THOSE WHO SLEEP WITH MEN, THOSE WHO FAST, AND THE REST OF IMPURITY, LAWLESSNESS, AND [SEXUAL] ERROR, AND THOSE WHO SAY, ‘WE ARE EQUAL TO ANGELS.’ AND THEY ARE THE STARS THAT BRING EVERYTHING TO COMPLETION. FOR IT HAS BEEN SAID TO THE RACES OF THE HUMAN BEINGS, ‘LOOK, GOD HAS RECEIVED YOUR SACRIFICE FROM THE HANDS OF A PRIEST’—THAT IS, THE DEACON OF [SEXUAL] ERROR. BUT IT IS THE LORD WHO COMMANDS WHO IS LORD OVER ALL THINGS. ON THE LAST DAY THEY WILL BE PUT TO SHAME.” JESUS SAID [TO THEM,] “STOP SACRIFICING ANIMALS, WHICH YOU HAVE LIFTED UP ON THE ALTAR. BECAUSE THEY ARE OVER YOUR STARS AND YOUR ANGELS, HAVING PREVIOUSLY COME TO COMPLETION THERE, CONSIDER THEM OF NO USE, AND LET […] BE MANIFEST TO YOU.” HIS DISCIPLES [SAID, “MASTER,] PURIFY US OF THE […] THAT WE HAVE DONE BY THE DECEIT OF THE ANGELS.” JESUS SAID, “IT IS IMPOSSIBLE […] THEM […] NOR CAN A FOUNTAIN EXTINGUISH THE […] OF THE ENTIRE INHABITED WORLD, NOR CAN A SPRING IN A [CITY] SATISFY ALL THE RACES, EXCEPT THE GREAT ONE THAT IS DESTINED. AND A SINGLE LAMP WILL NOT ILLUMINE ALL THE AEONS, EXCEPT THE SECOND GENERATION, NOR CAN A BAKER FEED THE ENTIRE CREATION UNDER [HEAVEN].” AND [WHEN THE DISCIPLES HEARD THESE THINGS,] THEY SAID TO HIM, “MASTER, HELP US, AND SAVE US!” JESUS SAID TO THEM, “STOP CONTENDING WITH ME. EACH OF YOU HAS HIS OWN STAR, AND […] OF THE STARS WILL […] WHAT IS HIS. IT IS NOT TO THE CORRUPTIBLE RACE THAT I WAS SENT, BUT TO THE STRONG AND INCORRUPTIBLE RACE. FOR NO ENEMY HAS RULED [OVER] THAT RACE, NOR ANY OF THE STARS. TRULY I SAY TO YOU (PL.), THE FIERY PILLAR WILL FALL SUDDENLY, AND THAT GENERATION WILL NOT MOVE […] STAR(S).” THE RACE THAT WILL ENDURE AND WHEN JESUS HAD SAID THESE THINGS, HE LEFT AND [TOOK] JUDAS ISCARIOT WITH HIM AND SAID TO HIM, “THE WATER […] OF THE HIGH MOUNTAIN, THAT FROM […] [“…] THAT HAS NOT COME […] THE SPRING OF THE TREE OF […TIME] OF THIS AEON […] AFTER A TIME […] RATHER, HE HAS COME TO WATER GOD’S PARADISE AND THE RACE THAT WILL ENDURE, FOR HE WILL NOT DEFILE THE [CONDUCT] OF THAT RACE, BUT […] FOREVER.” JUDAS SAID TO HIM, “RABBI, WHAT FRUIT DOES THIS RACE POSSESS?” JESUS SAID, “AS FOR EVERY HUMAN RACE, THEIR SOULS WILL DIE, BUT AS FOR THEM, WHEN THE TIME OF THE KINGDOM HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND THE SPIRIT SEPARATES FROM THEM, THEIR BODIES WILL DIE, BUT THEIR SOULS WILL LIVE AND BE TAKEN UP.” JUDAS SAID, “AND SO WHAT WILL THE REMAINING RACE OF THE HUMAN BEINGS DO?” JESUS SAID, “IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO SOW SEED ON [ROCK] AND GET THEIR FRUIT. SO TOO […] THE DEFILED RACE AND CORRUPTIBLE WISDOM. […] THE HAND THAT CREATED MORTAL HUMAN BEINGS, AND THEIR SOULS GO UP TO THE AEONS ON HIGH. TRULY I SAY TO YOU (PL.), [NO RULER] OR ANGEL OR POWER WILL BE ABLE TO SEE THOSE [PLACES] THAT [THIS GREAT] HOLY RACE WILL SEE.” AFTER JESUS SAID THESE THINGS, HE DEPARTED. JUDAS SAID, “TEACHER, JUST AS YOU HAVE LISTENED TO ALL OF THEM, LISTEN NOW TO ME AS WELL. FOR I HAVE SEEN A GREAT VISION.” BUT WHEN JESUS HEARD, HE LAUGHED AND SAID TO HIM, “WHY ARE YOU TRAINING YOURSELF, YOU THIRTEENTH DEMON? BUT SPEAK, AND I WILL PUT UP WITH YOU.” JUDAS SAID TO HIM, “I SAW MYSELF IN THE VISION, WITH THE TWELVE DISCIPLES STONING ME AND PERSECUTING [ME SEVERELY.] AND I CAME ALSO TO THE PLACE WHERE […] AFTER YOU. I SAW [A HOUSE…], AND MY EYES COULD NOT [COMPREHEND] ITS SIZE. GREAT PEOPLE SURROUNDED IT, AND THAT HOUSE HAD A ROOF OF GREENERY. AND WITHIN THE HOUSE A [MULTITUDE…]. TEACHER, TAKE ME IN ALONG WITH THOSE PEOPLE.” [JESUS] ANSWERED AND SAID, “YOUR STAR HAS LED YOU ASTRAY, JUDAS, BECAUSE NO MORTAL HUMAN OFFSPRING IS WORTHY TO ENTER THE HOUSE THAT YOU SAW. FOR IT IS THAT PLACE THAT IS KEPT FOR THE HOLY ONES, THE PLACE WHERE NEITHER THE SUN NOR THE MOON WILL RULE, NOR THE DAY, BUT THEY WILL STAND AT REST ALWAYS IN THE AEON WITH THE HOLY ANGELS. LOOK, I HAVE TOLD YOU THE MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM, AND I HAVE TAUGHT YOU ABOUT THE [SEXUAL] ERROR OF THE STARS, AND […] SEND [...] UPON THE TWELVE AEONS.” JUDAS SAID, “TEACHER, COULD IT BE THAT MY SEED IS SUBJECT TO THE RULERS?” JESUS ANSWERED, “COME, AND I WILL […] YOU […] BUT YOU WILL GRIEVE MUCH WHEN YOU SEE THE KINGDOM AND ITS ENTIRE RACE.” WHEN JUDAS HEARD THESE THINGS, HE SAID, “WHAT ADVANTAGE HAVE I RECEIVED BECAUSE YOU HAVE SEPARATED ME FROM THAT RACE?” JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID, “YOU WILL BECOME THE THIRTEENTH, AND YOU WILL BE CURSED BY THE REST OF THE RACES, AND YOU WILL BE RULING OVER THEM. IN THE LAST DAYS THEY […WILL…] YOU, SO THAT YOU MIGHT NOT GO ON HIGH TO THE HOLY RACE.”
JESUS’ REVELATION TO JUDAS
THE GREAT AND INFINITE AEON AND THE GREAT INVISIBLE SPIRIT, JESUS SAID: “[COME,] AND I WILL TEACH YOU ABOUT THE […] THAT NO HUMAN BEING WILL SEE. FOR THERE EXISTS A GREAT AND INFINITE AEON, THE EXTENT OF WHICH NO ANGELIC RACE HAS SEEN. [IN] IT IS THE GREAT INVISIBLE SPIRIT, WHICH NO ANGELIC EYE HAS SEEN NOR INNER THOUGHT COMPREHENDED AND WHICH HAS NOT BEEN CALLED BY ANY NAME. AND A LUMINOUS CLOUD APPEARED THERE. THE SELF-ORIGINATE AND HIS FOUR ATTENDANTS “AND HE (THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT) SAID, ‘LET AN ANGEL COME INTO BEING AS MY ATTENDANT.’ AND A GREAT ANGEL, THE SELF-ORIGINATE, THE GOD OF LIGHT, CAME FORTH FROM THE CLOUD. AND FOR HIS SAKE FOUR ANGELS CAME INTO BEING FROM ANOTHER CLOUD, AND THEY CAME INTO BEING FOR THE ATTENDANCE OF THE ANGELIC SELF-ORIGINATE. ADAMAS AND ADDITIONAL AEONS OF LIGHT “AND THE SELF-ORIGINATE SAID, ‘LET [ADAMAS] COME INTO BEING.’ AND [THE EMANATION] CAME INTO BEING, AND HE [CREATED] THE FIRST LUMINARY TO RULE OVER IT. AND HE SAID, ‘LET ANGELS COME INTO BEING TO SERVE [IT].’ AND INNUMERABLE [MYRIADS] CAME INTO BEING. “AND HE SAID, ‘[LET] A LUMINOUS AEON COME INTO BEING.’ AND IT CAME INTO BEING, AND HE CREATED THE SECOND LUMINARY TO RULE OVER IT, ALONG WITH INNUMERABLE ANGELIC MYRIADS SERVING. “AND THIS IS HOW HE CREATED THE REST OF THE AEONS OF LIGHT, AND HE ESTABLISHED (LUMINARIES) TO RULE OVER THEM, AND HE CREATED INNUMERABLE ANGELIC MYRIADS FOR THEIR SERVICE. THE INCORRUPTIBLE RACE OF SETH AND THE LUMINARIES, HEAVENS, AND FIRMAMENTS “AND ADAMAS WAS DWELLING IN THE FIRST CLOUD OF LIGHT, WHICH NO ANGEL AMONG ALL THOSE CALLED DIVINE HAS SEEN. AND HE […] THAT […] THE IMAGE […] AND ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF [THESE] ANGEL[S]. HE CAUSED THE INCORRUPTIBLE [RACE] OF SETH TO APPEAR […] THE TWELVE […] THE 24 […] BY THE WILL OF THE SPIRIT, HE CAUSED 72 LUMINARIES TO APPEAR IN THE INCORRUPTIBLE RACE. BY THE WILL OF THE SPIRIT, THE 72 LUMINARIES FOR THEIR PART CAUSED 360 LUMINARIES TO APPEAR IN THE INCORRUPTIBLE RACE, SO THAT THEIR NUMBER MIGHT BE FIVE FOR EACH. “THEIR PARENT IS THE TWELVE AEONS OF THE TWELVE LUMINARIES, AND FOR EACH HEAVEN THERE ARE SIX AEONS, SO THAT THERE MIGHT BE 72 HEAVENS FOR THE 72 LUMINARIES. AND FOR EACH [OF THEM] THERE ARE [FIVE] FIRMAMENTS, [SO THAT THERE MIGHT BE] 360 [FIRMAMENTS.] AS FOR THEM, THEY WERE GIVEN AUTHORITY AND AN INNUMERABLE ANGELIC MILITARY [GREATNESS] FOR GLORY AND SERVICE, AND [ALSO] VIRGIN SPIRITS FOR GLORY AND SERVICE TO ALL THE AEONS AND THE HEAVENS AND THEIR FIRMAMENTS. THE CORRUPTIBLE UNIVERSE: NEBRŌ AND THE RULERS “THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE IMMORTALS IS CALLED ‘UNIVERSE’—THAT IS, ‘[SEXUAL] RUIN’—BY THE PARENT AND THE 72 LUMINARIES THAT ARE WITH THE SELF-ORIGINATE AND HIS 72 AEONS, THE PLACE WHERE THE FIRST HUMAN BEING APPEARED WITH HIS INCORRUPTIBLE POWERS. AND THE AEON THAT APPEARED WITH ITS RACE, THE ONE IN WHICH THERE IS THE CLOUD OF ACQUAINTANCE AND THE ANGEL, IS CALLED ĒL [ĒLĒTH (?)…] “AFTERWARDS [ĒLĒLĒTH (?)] SAID, ‘LET TWELVE ANGELS COME INTO BEING TO RULE OVER THE CHAOS AND [HADES].’ AND LOOK, FROM THE CLOUD THERE APPEARED AN ANGEL WHOSE FACE POURED FORTH FIRE AND WHOSE LIKENESS, WAS DEFILED WITH BLOOD. HE HAS [A] NAME, NEBRŌ WHICH HAS BEEN INTERPRETED AS ‘APOSTATE,’ BUT OTHERS SAY ‘IALDABAŌTH.’ AND ANOTHER ANGEL CAME FORTH FROM THE CLOUD AS WELL: SAKLAS. NEBRŌ CREATED SIX ANGELS WITH SAKLAS FOR ATTENDANCE, AND THESE PRODUCED TWELVE ANGELS IN THE HEAVENS, AND EACH ONE RECEIVED A PORTION IN THE HEAVENS. “AND THE TWELVE RULERS, ALONG WITH THE TWELVE ANGELS, SAID, ‘LET EACH ONE OF YOU […] RACE […FIVE] ANGELS.’ THE FIRST IS SETH, WHO IS CALLED ‘CHRIST.’ THE SECOND IS HARMATHŌTH, WHO […]. THE THIRD IS GALILA. THE FOURTH IS IŌBĒL. THE FIFTH IS ADŌNAIOS. THESE ARE THE FIVE THAT RULED OVER HADES AND BEFOREHAND OVER CHAOS. THE ORIGIN OF HUMAN BEINGS “NEXT SAKLAS SAID TO HIS ANGELS, ‘LET US CREATE A HUMAN BEING ACCORDING TO THE LIKE NESS AND ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE’ (GEN. 1:26). THEN THEY FORMED ADAM AND HIS WIFE EVE. BUT SHE IS CALLED IN THE CLOUD ‘LIFE’ (ZŌĒ), FOR IT IS IN THIS NAME THAT ALL THE RACES SEEK HIM, AND EACH ONE OF THEM CALLS HER BY THEIR NAMES. “BUT SAKLAS DID NOT COMMAND […] PRODUCE, EXCEPT […] IN THE GENERATIONS […] WHICH […] “AND THE [ANGEL] SAID TO HIM, ‘YOUR LIFE WILL BE FOR A FINITE TIME, ALONG WITH YOUR CHILDREN.’” AND JUDAS SAID TO JESUS, “WHAT IS THE LONGEST THAT A HUMAN BEING MIGHT LIVE?” JESUS SAID, “WHY ARE YOU AMAZED THAT ADAM AND HIS RACE RECEIVED A LIMITED TIME? IT IS IN THIS PLACE THAT HE RECEIVED HIS KINGDOM FOR A LIMITED TIME WITH HIS RULER.” JUDAS SAID TO JESUS, “DOES THE HUMAN SPIRIT DIE?” JESUS SAID, “THUS GOD ORDERED MIKHAĒL TO LEND THE SPIRITS OF THE HUMAN BEINGS TO THEM SO THAT THEY MIGHT SERVE. BUT THE GREAT ONE COMMANDED GABRIĒL TO GIVE THE SPIRITS TO THE GREAT UNDOMINATED RACE—THE SPIRIT ALONG WITH THE SOUL. THEREFORE, THE REST OF THE SOULS […] MOUNTAIN […] LIGHT […] SEEK THE SPIRIT WITHIN YOU (PL.), WHICH YOU HAVE CAUSED TO DWELL IN THIS FLESH AMONG THE RACES OF THE ANGELS. BUT GOD CAUSED ACQUAINTANCE TO BE [GIVEN] TO ADAM AND THOSE WITH HIM, IN ORDER THAT THE KINGS OF CHAOS AND HADES MIGHT NOT RULE OVER THEM.” HUMAN BEINGS AND THEIR STARS AND JUDAS SAID TO JESUS, “WHAT, THEN, WILL THOSE RACES DO?” JESUS SAID, “TRULY I SAY TO YOU (PL.), IT IS THE STARS THAT BRING COMPLETION UPON ALL THESE THINGS. WHEN SAKLAS COMPLETES THE TIME THAT HAS BEEN ASSIGNED TO HIM, THEIR STAR WILL COME WITH THE RACES, AND WHAT HAS BEEN SAID WILL BE BROUGHT TO COMPLETION. NEXT, THEY WILL FORNICATE IN MY NAME AND KILL THEIR CHILDREN, AND […] THE AEONS, BRINGING THEIR RACES THAT ATTEND THEM TO SAKLAS. AND NEXT [...]RAEL WILL COME, BRINGING THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL FROM […], AND ALL THE RACES WILL SERVE SAKLAS, [ALSO] SINNING IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND YOUR (SG.) STAR WILL RULE OVER THE THIRTEENTH AEON.” BUT NEXT JESUS LAUGHED. [JUDAS] SAID, “TEACHER, WHY ARE YOU LAUGHING AT US?”] [JESUS] ANSWERED [AND SAID,] “I AM LAUGHING NOT AT YOU (PL.), BUT AT THE [SEXUAL] ERROR OF THE STARS, BECAUSE THESE SIX STARS GO ASTRAY WITH THESE FIVE COMBATANTS, AND THEY ALL WILL BE DESTROYED WITH THEIR CREATIONS.” AND JUDAS SAID TO JESUS, “WHAT WILL THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED IN YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] DO?” JESUS SAID, “TRULY I SAY [TO YOU (SG.)], THIS BAPTISM […IN] MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] […] WILL DESTROY THE ENTIRE RACE OF ADAM, THE EARTHLY MAN. TOMORROW THE ONE WHO BEARS ME WILL BE TORTURED. TRULY I [SAY] TO YOU (PL.), NO HAND OF A MORTAL HUMAN BEING [WILL] SIN AGAINST ME. TRULY [I] SAY TO YOU, JUDAS, THOSE WHO OFFER SACRIFICE TO SAKLAS […] GOD […] [ABOUT 3 LINES ARE MISSING HERE.] […] EVERYTHING THAT IS EVIL. BUT YOU WILL EXCEED THEM ALL, FOR YOU WILL SACRIFICE THE HUMAN BEING WHO BEARS ME. ALREADY YOUR HORN HAS BEEN RAISED, AND YOUR ANGER HAS BEEN FILLED, AND YOUR STAR HAS PASSED BY, AND YOUR HEART HAS PREVAILED. TRULY [I SAY TO YOU,] YOUR […THE THRONES] OF THE AEON HAVE BEEN [DEFEATED,] AND THE KINGS HAVE BECOME WEAK, AND THE RACES OF THE ANGELS HAVE GRIEVED, AND THE EVIL ONES […] THE RULER IS DESTROYED. AND NEXT, THE [PLACE] OF THE GREAT RACE OF ADAM WILL BE EXALTED, FOR PRIOR TO HEAVEN, THE EARTH, AND THE ANGELS, THAT GENERATION EXISTS THROUGH THE AEONS. CONCLUSION OF THE REVELATION “LOOK, YOU HAVE BEEN TOLD EVERYTHING. LOOK UP, AND SEE THE CLOUD AND THE LIGHT WITHIN IT AND THE STARS SURROUNDING IT. AND THE STAR THAT LEADS THE WAY IS YOUR STAR.” AND JUDAS LOOKED UP AND SAW THE LUMINOUS CLOUD, AND HE (JESUS) ENTERED IT. THOSE STANDING ON THE GROUND HEARD A VOICE COMING FROM THE CLOUD, SAYING, [“…THE] GREAT RACE […] IMAGE […”] AND JUDAS NO LONGER SAW JESUS.
JUDAS HANDS JESUS OVER
OUTSIDE THE UPPER ROOM. AND AT ONCE THERE WAS A DISTURBANCE AMONG THE JEWS, MORE THAN […AND] THEIR HIGH PRIESTS GRUMBLED BECAUSE [...] HAD GONE INTO THE GUEST ROOM FOR HIS PRAYER. BUT SOME OF THE SCRIBES WERE THERE WATCHING CLOSELY SO THAT THEY MIGHT SEIZE HIM DURING THE PRAYER. FOR THEY WERE AFRAID OF THE PEOPLE BECAUSE THEY ALL HELD HIM TO BE A PROPHET. AND THEY APPROACHED JUDAS AND SAID TO HIM, “WHAT ARE YOU DOING HERE? YOU ARE JESUS’ DISCIPLE.” FOR HIS PART, HE ANSWERED THEM AS THEY WISHED. AND JUDAS TOOK MONEY AND HANDED HIM OVER TO THEM.
THE SECRET GNOSTIC BOOK OF JOHN
THE TEACHING OF THE SAVIOR, AND THE REVELATION OF THE MYSTERIES AND THE [TOP-SECRET] THINGS HIDDEN IN SILENCE, THINGS HE TAUGHT HIS STUDENT JOHN. 
THE REVEALER APPEARS TO JOHN
ONE DAY WHEN JOHN THE BROTHER OF JAMES, THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE, WENT UP TO THE TEMPLE, IT HAPPENED THAT A PHARISEE NAMED ARIMANIOS CAME UP TO HIM AND SAID TO HIM, WHERE IS YOUR TEACHER, WHOM YOU FOLLOWED? JOHN SAID TO HIM, HE HAS RETURNED TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE CAME. THE PHARISEE SAID TO HIM, THIS NAZARENE HAS DECEIVED YOU BADLY, FILLED YOUR EARS WITH LIES, CLOSED YOUR MINDS, AND TURNED YOU FROM THE TRADITIONS OF YOUR PARENTS. WHEN I, JOHN, HEARD THIS, I TURNED AWAY FROM THE TEMPLE AND WENT TO A MOUNTAINOUS AND BARREN PLACE. I WAS DISTRESSED WITHIN, AND I SAID, HOW WAS THE SAVIOR SELECTED? WHY WAS HE SENT INTO THE WORLD BY HIS FATHER [STEPHEN]? WHO IS HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT HIM? TO WHAT KIND OF ETERNAL REALM SHALL WE GO? AND WHAT WAS HE SAYING WHEN HE TOLD US, THIS ETERNAL REALM TO WHICH YOU WILL GO IS MODELED AFTER THE [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE REALM, BUT HE DID NOT TEACH US WHAT KIND OF REALM THAT ONE IS? AT THE MOMENT I WAS THINKING ABOUT THIS, LOOK, THE HEAVENS OPENED, ALL CREATION UNDER HEAVEN LIT UP, AND THE WORLD SHOOK. I WAS AFRAID, AND LOOK, I SAW WITHIN THE LIGHT A CHILD STANDING BY ME. AS I WAS STARING, IT SEEMED TO BE AN ELDERLY PERSON. AGAIN, IT CHANGED ITS APPEARANCE TO BE A YOUTH. NOT THAT THERE WERE SEVERAL FIGURES BEFORE ME. RATHER, THERE WAS A FIGURE WITH SEVERAL FORMS WITHIN THE LIGHT. THESE FORMS APPEARED THROUGH EACH OTHER, AND THE FIGURE HAD THREE FORMS. THE FIGURE SAID TO ME, JOHN, JOHN, WHY ARE YOU DOUBTING? WHY ARE YOU AFRAID? ARE YOU NOT FAMILIAR WITH THIS FIGURE? THEN DO NOT BE FAINTHEARTED. I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS. I AM THE FATHER [STEPHEN], I AM THE MOTHER [STEPHANIE], I AM THE CHILD [JESUS]. I AM THE [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE AND THE UNDEFILED ONE. NOW I HAVE COME TO TEACH YOU WHAT IS, WHAT WAS, AND WHAT IS TO COME, THAT YOU MAY UNDERSTAND WHAT IS INVISIBLE AND WHAT IS VISIBLE; AND TO TEACH YOU ABOUT THE UNSHAKABLE RACE OF PERFECT HUMANKIND. SO NOW, LIFT UP YOUR HEAD THAT YOU MAY UNDERSTAND THE THINGS I SHALL TELL YOU TODAY, AND THAT YOU MAY RELATE THEM TO YOUR SPIRITUAL FRIENDS, WHO ARE FROM THE UNSHAKABLE RACE OF PERFECT HUMANKIND. 
THE SOVEREIGN ONE---THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH
I ASKED IF I MIGHT UNDERSTAND THIS, AND IT SAID TO ME, THE ONE IS A SOVEREIGN THAT HAS NOTHING OVER IT. IT IS GOD AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL, THE INVISIBLE ONE THAT IS OVER ALL, THAT IS INCORRUPTIBLE, THAT IS PURE LIGHT AT WHICH NO EYE CAN GAZE. THE ONE IS THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. WE SHOULD NOT THINK OF IT AS A GOD OR LIKE A GOD. FOR IT IS GREATER THAN A GOD, BECAUSE IT HAS NOTHING OVER IT AND NO LORD ABOVE IT. IT DOES NOT EXIST WITHIN ANYTHING INFERIOR TO IT, SINCE EVERYTHING EXISTS WITHIN IT ALONE. IT IS ETERNAL, SINCE IT DOES NOT NEED ANYTHING. FOR IT IS ABSOLUTELY COMPLETE. IT HAS NEVER LACKED ANYTHING IN ORDER TO BE COMPLETED BY IT. RATHER, IT IS ALWAYS ABSOLUTELY COMPLETE IN LIGHT. THE ONE IS ILLIMITABLE, SINCE THERE IS NOTHING BEFORE IT TO LIMIT IT, UNFATHOMABLE, SINCE THERE IS NOTHING BEFORE IT TO FATHOM IT, IMMEASURABLE, SINCE THERE WAS NOTHING BEFORE IT TO MEASURE IT, INVISIBLE, SINCE NOTHING HAS SEEN IT, ETERNAL, SINCE IT EXISTS ETERNALLY, UNUTTERABLE, SINCE NOTHING COULD COMPREHEND IT TO UTTER IT, UNNAMABLE, SINCE THERE IS NOTHING BEFORE IT TO GIVE IT A NAME. THE ONE IS THE IMMEASURABLE LIGHT, PURE, HOLY, IMMACULATE. THE ONE IS UNUTTERABLE AND IS PERFECT IN [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY. NOT THAT IT IS PART OF PERFECTION OR BLESSEDNESS OR DIVINITY: IT IS MUCH GREATER. THE ONE IS NOT CORPOREAL AND IS NOT INCORPOREAL. THE ONE IS NOT LARGE AND IS NOT SMALL. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY, "HOW MUCH IS IT? WHAT KIND IS IT?" FOR NO ONE CAN UNDERSTAND IT. THE ONE IS NOT AMONG THE THINGS THAT EXIST, BUT IT IS MUCH GREATER. NOT THAT IT IS GREATER. RATHER, AS IT IS IN ITSELF, IT IS NOT A PART OF THE ETERNAL REALMS OR OF TIME. FOR WHATEVER IS PART OF A REALM WAS ONCE PREPARED BY ANOTHER. TIME WAS NOT ALLOTTED TO IT, SINCE IT RECEIVES NOTHING FROM ANYONE: WHAT WOULD BE RECEIVED WOULD BE ON LOAN. THE ONE WHO IS FIRST DOES NOT NEED TO RECEIVE ANYTHING FROM ANOTHER. SUCH A ONE BEHOLDS ITSELF IN ITS LIGHT. THE ONE IS MAJESTIC AND HAS AN IMMEASURABLE PURITY. THE ONE IS A REALM THAT GIVES A REALM, LIFE THAT GIVES LIFE, A BLESSED ONE THAT GIVES BLESSEDNESS, KNOWLEDGE THAT GIVES KNOWLEDGE, A GOOD ONE THAT GIVES GOODNESS, MERCY THAT GIVES MERCY AND REDEMPTION, GRACE THAT GIVES GRACE. NOT AS IF THE ONE POSSESSES ALL THIS. RATHER, IT IS THAT THE ONE GIVES IMMEASURABLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE LIGHT. WHAT SHALL I TELL YOU ABOUT IT? ITS ETERNAL REALM IS INCORRUPTIBLE, AT PEACE, DWELLING IN SILENCE, AT REST, BEFORE EVERYTHING. IT IS THE HEAD OF ALL REALMS, AND IT SUSTAINS THEM THROUGH ITS GOODNESS. WE WOULD NOT KNOW WHAT IS INEFFABLE, WE WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT IS IMMEASURABLE, WERE IT NOT FOR WHAT HAS COME FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THIS IS THE ONE WHO HAS TOLD THESE THINGS TO US ALONE.
BARBELO APPEARS
NOW, THIS FATHER IS THE ONE WHO BEHOLDS HIMSELF IN THE LIGHT SURROUNDING HIM, WHICH IS THE SPRING OF LIVING WATER, AND PROVIDES ALL THE REALMS. HE REFLECTS ON HIS IMAGE EVERYWHERE, SEES IT IN THE SPRING OF THE SPIRIT, AND BECOMES ENAMORED OF HIS LUMINOUS WATER, FOR HIS IMAGE IS IN THE SPRING OF PURE LUMINOUS WATER SURROUNDING HIM. THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] THOUGHT BECAME A REALITY, AND SHE WHO APPEARED IN THE PRESENCE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN SHINING LIGHT CAME FORTH. SHE IS THE FIRST POWER WHO PRECEDED EVERYTHING AND CAME FORTH FROM THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] MIND AS THE FORETHOUGHT OF ALL. HER LIGHT SHINES LIKE THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] LIGHT; SHE, THE PERFECT POWER, IS THE IMAGE OF THE PERFECT AND INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT. SHE, THE FIRST POWER, THE GLORY OF BARBELO, THE PERFECT GLORY AMONG THE REALMS, THE GLORY OF REVELATION, SHE GLORIFIED AND PRAISED THE VIRGIN SPIRIT, FOR BECAUSE OF THE SPIRIT SHE HAD COME FORTH. SHE IS THE FIRST [SEXLESS] THOUGHT, THE IMAGE OF THE SPIRIT. SHE BECAME THE UNIVERSAL WOMB, FOR SHE PRECEDES EVERYTHING, THE MOTHER-FATHER, THE FIRST HUMAN, THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE TRIPLE MALE, THE TRIPLE POWER, THE ANDROGYNOUS ONE WITH THREE NAMES, THE ETERNAL REALM AMONG THE INVISIBLE BEINGS, THE FIRST TO COME FORTH. BARBELO ASKED THE INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT TO GIVE HER, FOREKNOWLEDGE, AND THE SPIRIT CONSENTED. WHEN THE SPIRIT CONSENTED, FOREKNOWLEDGE APPEARED AND STOOD BY FORETHOUGHT. THIS IS THE ONE WHO CAME FROM THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF THE INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT. FOREKNOWLEDGE GLORIFIED THE SPIRIT AND THE SPIRIT'S PERFECT POWER, BARBELO, FOR BECAUSE OF HER, FOREKNOWLEDGE HAD COME INTO BEING. SHE ASKED AGAIN TO BE GIVEN [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY, AND THE SPIRIT CONSENTED. WHEN THE SPIRIT CONSENTED, [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY APPEARED AND STOOD BY [SEXLESS] THOUGHT AND FOREKNOWLEDGE. [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE ONE AND BARBELO. BECAUSE OF HER THEY HAD COME INTO BEING. BARBELO ASKED TO BE GIVEN LIFE ETERNAL, AND THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT CONSENTED. WHEN THE SPIRIT CONSENTED, LIFE ETERNAL APPEARED, AND THEY STOOD TOGETHER AND GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND BARBELO. BECAUSE OF HER THEY HAD COME INTO BEING. SHE ASKED AGAIN TO BE GIVEN TRUTH, AND THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT CONSENTED. TRUTH APPEARED, AND THEY STOOD TOGETHER AND GLORIFIED THE GOOD INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND ITS BARBELO. BECAUSE OF HER THEY HAD COME INTO BEING. THIS IS THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] REALM OF FIVE. IT IS: THE FIRST HUMAN, THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT, THAT IS, FORETHOUGHT, WHICH IS BARBELO, AND [SEXLESS] THOUGHT, ALONG WITH FOREKNOWLEDGE, [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY, LIFE ETERNAL, TRUTH. THIS IS THE ANDROGYNOUS REALM OF FIVE, WHICH IS THE REALM OF TEN, WHICH IS THE FATHER [STEPHEN].
BARBELO CONCEIVES
THE FATHER [STEPHEN] GAZED INTO BARBELO, WITH THE PURE LIGHT SURROUNDING THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT, AND ITS RADIANCE. BARBELO CONCEIVED FROM IT, AND IT PRODUCED A SPARK OF LIGHT SIMILAR TO THE BLESSED LIGHT BUT NOT AS GREAT. THIS WAS THE ONLY CHILD OF THE MOTHER-FATHER THAT HAD COME FORTH, ITS ONLY OFFSPRING, THE ONLY CHILD OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE PURE LIGHT. THE INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT REJOICED OVER THE LIGHT THAT WAS PRODUCED, THAT CAME FORTH FIRST FROM THE FIRST POWER OF THE SPIRIT'S FORETHOUGHT, WHO IS BARBELO. THE SPIRIT ANOINTED IT WITH ITS OWN GOODNESS UNTIL IT WAS PERFECT, WITH NO LACK OF GOODNESS, SINCE IT WAS ANOINTED WITH THE GOODNESS OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. THE CHILD STOOD IN THE PRESENCE OF THE SPIRIT AS THE SPIRIT ANOINTED THE CHILD. WHEN THE CHILD RECEIVED THIS FROM THE SPIRIT, AT ONCE IT GLORIFIED THE HOLY SPIRIT AND PERFECT FORETHOUGHT. BECAUSE OF HER IT HAD COME FORTH. THE CHILD ASKED TO BE GIVEN MIND AS A COMPANION TO WORK WITH, AND THE SPIRIT CONSENTED. WHEN THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT CONSENTED, MIND APPEARED AND STOOD BY THE ANOINTED, AND GLORIFIED THE SPIRIT AND BARBELO. ALL THESE BEINGS CAME INTO EXISTENCE IN SILENCE. MIND WISHED TO CREATE SOMETHING BY MEANS OF THE WORD OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. ITS, WILL BECAME A REALITY AND APPEARED, WITH MIND AND THE LIGHT, GLORIFYING IT. WORD FOLLOWED WILL. FOR THE ANOINTED, THE SELF-CONCEIVED GOD, CREATED EVERYTHING BY THE WORD. LIFE ETERNAL, WILL, MIND, AND FOREKNOWLEDGE STOOD TOGETHER AND GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND BARBELO, FOR BECAUSE OF HER THEY HAD COME INTO BEING. THE HOLY SPIRIT BROUGHT THE SELF-CONCEIVED DIVINE CHILD OF ITSELF AND BARBELO TO PERFECTION, SO THAT THE CHILD MIGHT STAND BEFORE THE GREAT, INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT AS THE SELF-CONCEIVED GOD, THE ANOINTED, WHO HONORED THE SPIRIT WITH LOUD ACCLAIM. THE CHILD CAME FORTH THROUGH FORETHOUGHT. THE INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT SET THE TRUE, SELF-CONCEIVED GOD OVER EVERYTHING, AND CAUSED ALL AUTHORITY AND THE TRUTH WITHIN TO BE SUBJECT TO IT, SO THAT THE CHILD MIGHT UNDERSTAND EVERYTHING, THE ONE CALLED BY A NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] GREATER THAN EVERY NAME, FOR THAT [SEXLESS] NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WILL BE TOLD TO THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY OF IT. 
THE FOUR LUMINARIES
NOW, FROM THE LIGHT, WHICH IS THE ANOINTED, AND FROM [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY, BY THE GRACE OF THE SPIRIT, THE 4 LUMINARIES THAT DERIVE FROM THE SELF-CONCEIVED GOD GAZED OUT IN ORDER TO STAND BEFORE IT. THE THREE [SEXLESS] BEINGS ARE: WILL, THOUGHT, LIFE. THE FOUR [SEXLESS] POWERS ARE: UNDERSTANDING, GRACE, PERCEPTION, THOUGHTFULNESS. GRACE DWELLS IN THE ETERNAL REALM OF THE LUMINARY HARMOZEL, WHO IS THE FIRST ANGEL. THERE ARE THREE OTHER REALMS WITH THIS ETERNAL REALM: GRACE, TRUTH, FORM. THE SECOND LUMINARY IS OROIAEL, WHO HAS BEEN APPOINTED OVER THE SECOND ETERNAL REALM. THERE ARE THREE OTHER REALMS WITH IT: AFTERTHOUGHT, PERCEPTION, MEMORY. THE THIRD LUMINARY IS DAVEITHAI, WHO HAS BEEN APPOINTED OVER THE THIRD ETERNAL REALM. THERE ARE THREE OTHER REALMS WITH IT: UNDERSTANDING, [SEXLESS] LOVE, IDEA. THE FOURTH ETERNAL REALM HAS BEEN SET UP FOR THE FOURTH LUMINARY, ELELETH. THERE ARE THREE OTHER REALMS WITH IT: PERFECTION, PEACE, SOPHIA [WISDOM]. THESE ARE THE 4 LUMINARIES THAT STAND BEFORE THE SELF-CONCEIVED GOD; THESE ARE THE TWELVE ETERNAL REALMS THAT STAND BEFORE THE CHILD OF THE GREAT SELF-CONCEIVED, THE ANOINTED, BY THE WILL AND GRACE OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. THE TWELVE REALMS BELONG TO THE CHILD OF THE SELF-CONCEIVED ONE, AND EVERYTHING WAS ESTABLISHED BY THE WILL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH THE SELF-CONCEIVED ONE. 
GERADAMAS AND SETH
NOW, FROM THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THE PERFECT MIND, THROUGH THE EXPRESSED WILL OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND THE WILL OF THE SELF-CONCEIVED ONE, CAME THE PERFECT HUMAN, THE FIRST REVELATION, THE TRUTH. THE VIRGIN SPIRIT NAMED THE HUMAN GERADAMAS AND APPOINTED GERADAMAS TO THE FIRST ETERNAL REALM WITH THE GREAT SELF-CONCEIVED, THE ANOINTED, BY THE FIRST LUMINARY, HARMOZEL. ITS POWERS DWELL WITH IT. THE INVISIBLE ONE GAVE GERADAMAS AN UNCONQUERABLE POWER OF MIND. GERADAMAS SPOKE AND GLORIFIED AND PRAISED THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT BY SAYING, "BECAUSE OF YOU EVERYTHING HAS COME INTO BEING, AND TO YOU EVERYTHING WILL RETURN. "I SHALL PRAISE AND GLORIFY YOU, AND THE SELF-CONCEIVED, AND THE ETERNAL REALMS, THE THREE—FATHER, MOTHER, CHILD, THE PERFECT POWER." GERADAMAS APPOINTED HIS SON SETH TO THE SECOND ETERNAL REALM, BEFORE THE SECOND LUMINARY, OROIAEL. IN THE THIRD ETERNAL REALM WERE STATIONED THE OFFSPRING OF SETH, WITH THE THIRD LUMINARY, DAVEITHAI. THE SOULS OF THE SAINTS WERE STATIONED THERE. IN THE FOURTH ETERNAL REALM WERE STATIONED THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO WERE IGNORANT OF THE FULLNESS. THEY DID NOT REPENT IMMEDIATELY BUT HELD OUT FOR A WHILE AND REPENTED LATER. THEY CAME TO BE WITH THE 4TH LUMINARY, ELELETH, AND THEY ARE CREATURES THAT GLORIFY THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. 
THE FALL OF SOPHIA
NOW, SOPHIA, WHO IS THE WISDOM OF AFTERTHOUGHT AND WHO CONSTITUTES AN ETERNAL REALM, CONCEIVED OF A [SEXLESS] THOUGHT FROM HERSELF, WITH THE CONCEPTION OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND FOREKNOWLEDGE. SHE WANTED TO BRING FORTH SOMETHING LIKE HERSELF, WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE SPIRIT, WHO HAD NOT GIVEN APPROVAL, WITHOUT HER PARTNER AND WITHOUT HIS CONSIDERATION. THE MALE DID NOT GIVE APPROVAL. SHE DID NOT FIND HER PARTNER, AND SHE CONSIDERED THIS WITHOUT THE SPIRIT'S CONSENT AND WITHOUT THE [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE OF HER PARTNER. NONETHELESS, SHE GAVE BIRTH. AND BECAUSE OF THE INVINCIBLE POWER WITHIN HER, HER [SEXUAL] THOUGHT WAS NOT AN IDLE [SEXUAL] THOUGHT. SOMETHING CAME OUT OF HER THAT WAS IMPERFECT AND DIFFERENT IN [SEXLESS] APPEARANCE FROM HER, FOR SHE HAD PRODUCED IT WITHOUT HER PARTNER. IT DID NOT RESEMBLE ITS MOTHER AND WAS MISSHAPEN. WHEN SOPHIA SAW WHAT HER [SEXUAL] DESIRE HAD PRODUCED, IT CHANGED INTO THE FIGURE OF A SNAKE WITH THE FACE OF A LION. ITS EYES WERE LIKE FLASHING BOLTS OF LIGHTNING. SHE CAST IT AWAY FROM HER, OUTSIDE THAT REALM SO THAT NONE OF THE IMMORTALS WOULD SEE IT. SHE HAD PRODUCED IT IGNORANTLY. SHE SURROUNDED IT WITH A BRIGHT CLOUD AND PUT A THRONE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE CLOUD SO THAT NO ONE WOULD SEE IT EXCEPT THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO IS CALLED THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING. SHE NAMED HER OFFSPRING YALDABAOTH. 
YALDABAOTH'S WORLD ORDER
YALDABAOTH IS THE FIRST RULER, WHO TOOK GREAT POWER FROM HIS MOTHER. THEN HE LEFT HER AND MOVED AWAY FROM THE PLACE WHERE HE WAS BORN. HE TOOK CONTROL AND CREATED FOR HIMSELF OTHER REALMS WITH LUMINOUS FIRE, WHICH STILL EXISTS. HE MATED WITH THE MINDLESSNESS IN HIM AND PRODUCED AUTHORITIES FOR HIMSELF: THE NAME OF THE FIRST IS ATHOTH, WHOM GENERATIONS CALL THE REAPER. THE SECOND IS HARMAS, WHO IS THE JEALOUS EYE. THE THIRD IS KALILA-OUMBRI. THE FOURTH IS YABEL. THE FIFTH IS ADONAIOS, WHO IS CALLED SABAOTH. THE SIXTH IS CAIN, WHOM GENERATIONS OF PEOPLE CALL THE SUN. THE SEVENTH IS ABEL. THE EIGHTH IS ABRISENE. THE NINTH IS YOBEL. THE TENTH IS ARMOUPIEEL. THE ELEVENTH IS MELCHEIR-ADONEIN. THE TWELFTH IS BELIAS [LUCIFER KNOWN AS SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL & VICTORIA KNOWN AS BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] WHO RULES OVER THE VERY DEPTH OF HADES [HELL] [TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH WAS CREATED BY LUCIFER & VICTORIA IN JAMES 1:13-15 AND THE LORD NEVER DID CREATE TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH [ALL MURDERS IS ALWAYS WITH EVIL INTENT & NEVER ACCIDENTAL, DONE BY AS EVIL CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] & NEVER DONE BY THE LORD OR HIS SUPREME COMMAND AS GOOD CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] OR ALL KILLINGS CAN BE WITH INTENT DONE BY THE LORD OR HIS SUPREME COMMAND AS GOOD CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] WITH GOOD INTENT OR ALL ACCIDENTAL HOMICIDES & THE LORD DAMNS THOSE APPOINTED AUTHORITIES WHO FALSELY ACCUSES & FALSELY CONVICTS MURDERS AS KILLERS & KILLERS AS MURDERS & ANY SEXUAL WORLDLY AUTHORITY, ANY SEXUAL LAW AUTHORITY, ANY SEXUAL MILITARY AUTHORITY & ANY SEXUAL GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY THAT ABSOLUTELY NEVER ETERNALLY ENFORCES THE SEXLESS LORD’S 10 SEXLESS COMMANDMENTS & ALL OTHER SEXLESS COMMANDMENTS, DOES IN FACT SEXUALLY RULE IN SEXUAL ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23] & SHALL BE SUPREMELY IMPARTIALLY JUDGED ACCORDINGLY & INFALLIBLY & INERRANTLY DEALT WITH THE ETERNAL KILLING & THE ETERNAL DAMNATION BY THE LORD, ORIGINALLY, BUT TAKES SOVEREIGN CONTROL OF TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH IN HEBREWS 2:14-18], WHO IS OVER THE DEPTH OF THE UNDERWORLD. YALDABAOTH STATIONED SEVEN KINGS, ONE FOR EACH SPHERE OF HEAVEN, TO REIGN OVER THE SEVEN HEAVENS, AND FIVE TO REIGN OVER THE DEPTH OF THE ABYSS. HE SHARED HIS FIRE WITH THEM, BUT HE DID NOT GIVE AWAY ANY OF THE POWER OF THE LIGHT THAT HE HAD TAKEN FROM HIS MOTHER. FOR HE IS IGNORANT DARKNESS. WHEN LIGHT MIXED WITH DARKNESS, IT MADE THE DARKNESS SHINE. WHEN DARKNESS MIXED WITH LIGHT, IT DIMMED THE LIGHT AND BECAME NEITHER LIGHT NOR DARKNESS, BUT RATHER GLOOM. THIS GLOOMY RULER HAS THREE NAMES: THE FIRST NAME IS YALDABAOTH, THE SECOND IS SAKLA, THE THIRD IS SAMAEL. HE IS WICKED IN HIS MINDLESSNESS THAT IS IN HIM. HE SAID, I AM GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT ME, SINCE HE DID NOT KNOW WHERE HIS OWN STRENGTH HAD COME FROM. THE RULERS CREATED SEVEN POWERS FOR THEMSELVES, AND THE POWERS CREATED SIX ANGELS APIECE, UNTIL THERE WERE 365 ANGELS. THESE ARE THE NAMES AND THE CORRESPONDING APPEARANCES: THE FIRST IS ATHOTH AND HAS THE FACE OF SHEEP. THE SECOND IS ELOAIOS AND HAS THE FACE OF A DONKEY. THE THIRD IS ASTAPHAIOS AND HAS THE FACE OF A HYENA. THE FOURTH IS YAO AND HAS THE FACE OF A SNAKE WITH SEVEN HEADS. THE FIFTH IS SABAOTH AND HAS THE FACE OF A SNAKE. THE SIXTH IS ADONIN AND HAS THE FACE OF AN APE. THE SEVENTH IS SABBATAIOS AND HAS A FACE OF FLAMING FIRE. THIS IS THE SEVENFOLD [DIABOLIC] NATURE OF THE WEEK. YALDABAOTH HAS MANY FACES, MORE THAN ALL OF THESE, SO THAT HE COULD SHOW WHATEVER FACE HE WANTED WHEN HE WAS AMONG THE SERAPHIM. HE SHARED HIS FIRE WITH THEM AND LORDED IT OVER THEM BECAUSE OF THE GLORIOUS POWER HE HAD FROM HIS MOTHER'S LIGHT. THAT IS WHY HE CALLED HIMSELF GOD [AN INFERIOR GOD, BUT A LOWER GOD INDEED] AND DEFIED THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE CAME. IN HIS [SEXLESS] THOUGHT HE UNITED THE SEVEN POWERS WITH THE AUTHORITIES THAT WERE WITH HIM. WHEN HE SPOKE, IT WAS DONE. HE NAMED EACH OF THE POWERS, BEGINNING WITH THE HIGHEST: FIRST IS GOODNESS, WITH THE FIRST POWER, ATHOTH. SECOND IS FORETHOUGHT, WITH THE SECOND POWER, ELOAIOS. THIRD IS DIVINITY, WITH THE THIRD POWER, ASTAPHAIOS. FOURTH IS LORDSHIP, WITH THE FOURTH POWER, YAO. FIFTH IS KINGDOM, WITH THE FIFTH POWER, SABAOTH. SIXTH IS JEALOUSY, WITH THE SIXTH POWER, ADONIN. SEVENTH IS UNDERSTANDING, WITH THE SEVENTH POWER, SABBATAIOS. EACH HAS A SPHERE IN ITS OWN REALM. THEY WERE NAMED AFTER THE GLORY ABOVE FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE POWERS. WHILE THE NAMES GIVEN THEM BY THEIR MAKER WERE POWERFUL, THE NAMES GIVEN THEM AFTER THE GLORY ABOVE WOULD BRING ABOUT THEIR DESTRUCTION AND LOSS OF POWER. THAT IS WHY THEY HAVE TWO NAMES. YALDABAOTH ORGANIZED EVERYTHING AFTER THE PATTERN OF THE FIRST REALMS THAT HAD COME INTO BEING, SO THAT HE MIGHT CREATE EVERYTHING IN AN [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE FORM. NOT THAT HE HAD SEEN THE INCORRUPTIBLE ONES. RATHER, THE POWER THAT IS IN HIM, THAT HE HAD TAKEN FROM HIS MOTHER, PRODUCED IN HIM THE PATTERN FOR THE WORLD ORDER. WHEN HE SAW CREATION SURROUNDING HIM, AND THE THRONG OF ANGELS AROUND HIM WHO HAD COME FORTH FROM HIM, HE SAID TO THEM, I AM A JEALOUS GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BESIDE ME. BUT BY ANNOUNCING THIS, HE SUGGESTED TO THE ANGELS WITH HIM THAT THERE IS ANOTHER GOD. FOR IF THERE WERE NO OTHER GOD, OF WHOM WOULD HE BE JEALOUS? 
SOPHIA REPENTS
THEN THE MOTHER BEGAN TO MOVE AROUND. SHE REALIZED THAT SHE WAS LACKING SOMETHING WHEN THE BRIGHTNESS OF HER LIGHT DIMINISHED. SHE GREW DIM BECAUSE HER PARTNER HAD NOT COLLABORATED WITH HER. I SAID, MASTER, WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT SHE MOVED AROUND? THE MASTER LAUGHED AND SAID, DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT IT IS AS MOSES SAID, ABOVE THE WATERS. NO, WHEN SHE RECOGNIZED THE WICKEDNESS THAT HAD OCCURRED AND THE ROBBERY HER SON HAD COMMITTED, SHE REPENTED. WHEN SHE BECAME FORGETFUL IN THE DARKNESS OF IGNORANCE, SHE BEGAN TO BE ASHAMED. SHE DID NOT DARE TO RETURN, BUT SHE WAS AGITATED. THIS AGITATION IS THE MOVING AROUND. THE [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT ONE TOOK POWER FROM HIS MOTHER. HE WAS IGNORANT, FOR HE [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT NO ONE EXISTED EXCEPT HIS MOTHER ALONE. WHEN HE SAW THE THRONG OF ANGELS HE HAD CREATED, HE EXALTED HIMSELF OVER THEM. WHEN THE MOTHER REALIZED THAT THE TRAPPINGS OF DARKNESS HAD COME INTO BEING IMPERFECTLY, SHE UNDERSTOOD THAT HER PARTNER HAD NOT COLLABORATED WITH HER. SHE REPENTED WITH MANY TEARS. THE WHOLE REALM OF FULLNESS HEARD HER PRAYER OF REPENTANCE AND OFFERED PRAISE ON HER BEHALF TO THE INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT, AND THE SPIRIT CONSENTED. WHEN THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT CONSENTED, THE HOLY SPIRIT POURED UPON HER SOME OF THE FULLNESS OF ALL. FOR HER PARTNER DID NOT COME TO HER ON HIS OWN, BUT HE CAME TO HER THROUGH THE REALM OF FULLNESS, SO THAT HE MIGHT RESTORE WHAT SHE LACKED. SHE WAS TAKEN UP NOT TO HER OWN ETERNAL REALM, BUT TO A POSITION ABOVE HER SON. SHE WAS TO REMAIN IN THE 9TH HEAVEN UNTIL SHE RESTORED WHAT WAS LACKING IN HERSELF.
THE HUMAN APPEARS
A VOICE CALLED FROM THE EXALTED HEAVENLY REALM, THE HUMAN EXISTS AND THE HUMAN CHILD. THE FIRST RULER, YALDABAOTH, HEARD THE VOICE AND [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT IT HAD COME FROM HIS MOTHER. HE DID NOT REALIZE ITS SOURCE. THE HOLY PERFECT MOTHER-FATHER, THE COMPLETE FORETHOUGHT, THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE ONE, BEING THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF EVERYTHING, THROUGH WHOM EVERYTHING CAME INTO BEING, THE FIRST HUMAN—THIS IS THE ONE WHO SHOWED THEM, AND APPEARED IN HUMAN SHAPE. THE ENTIRE REALM OF THE FIRST RULER QUAKED, AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE ABYSS SHOOK. THE BOTTOM OF THE WATERS ABOVE THE MATERIAL WORLD WAS LIGHTED BY THIS IMAGE THAT HAD APPEARED. WHEN ALL THE AUTHORITIES AND THE FIRST RULER STARED AT THIS APPEARANCE, THEY SAW THE WHOLE BOTTOM AS IT WAS ILLUMINATED. AND THROUGH THE LIGHT THEY SAW THE SHAPE OF THE IMAGE IN THE WATER.
THE CREATION OF ADAM
YALDABAOTH SAID TO THE AUTHORITIES WITH HIM, COME, LET US CREATE A HUMAN BEING AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD AND WITH A LIKENESS TO OURSELVES, SO THAT THIS HUMAN IMAGE MAY GIVE US LIGHT. THEY CREATED THROUGH THEIR RESPECTIVE POWERS, ACCORDING TO THE FEATURES THAT WERE GIVEN TO THEM. EACH OF THE AUTHORITIES CONTRIBUTED A PSYCHICAL FEATURE CORRESPONDING TO THE FIGURE OF THE IMAGE THEY HAD SEEN. THEY CREATED A BEING LIKE THE PERFECT FIRST HUMAN AND SAID, LET US CALL IT ADAM, THAT ITS NAME MAY GIVE US POWER OF LIGHT. THE POWERS BEGAN TO CREATE: THE FIRST ONE, GOODNESS, CREATED A SOUL OF BONE. THE SECOND, FORETHOUGHT, CREATED A SOUL OF SINEW. THE THIRD, DIVINITY, CREATED A SOUL OF FLESH. THE FOURTH, LORDSHIP, CREATED A SOUL OF MARROW. THE FIFTH, KINGDOM, CREATED A SOUL OF BLOOD. THE SIXTH, JEALOUSY, CREATED A SOUL OF SKIN. THE SEVENTH, UNDERSTANDING, CREATED A SOUL OF HAIR. THE THRONG OF ANGELS STOOD BY AND RECEIVED THESE SEVEN PSYCHICAL SUBSTANCES FROM THE AUTHORITIES IN ORDER TO CREATE A NETWORK OF LIMBS AND TRUNK, WITH ALL THE PARTS PROPERLY ARRANGED. THE FIRST ONE, WHO IS RAPHAO, BEGAN BY CREATING THE HEAD, ABRON CREATED THE SKULL, MENIGGESSTROETH CREATED THE BRAIN, ASTERECHME THE RIGHT EYE, THASPOMOCHA THE LEFT EYE, YERONUMOS THE RIGHT EAR, BISSOUM THE LEFT EAR, AKIOREIM THE NOSE, BANEN-EPHROUM THE LIPS, AMEN THE TEETH, IBIKAN THE MOLARS, BASILIADEME THE TONSILS, ACHCHA THE UVULA, ADABAN THE NECK, CHAAMAN THE VERTEBRAE, DEARCHO THE THROAT, TEBAR THE RIGHT SHOULDER, N…THE LEFT SHOULDER, MNIARCHON THE RIGHT ELBOW, E…THE LEFT ELBOW, ABITRION THE RIGHT UNDERARM, EUANTHEN THE LEFT UNDERARM, KRUS THE RIGHT HAND, BELUAI THE LEFT HAND, TRENEU THE FINGERS OF THE RIGHT HAND, BALBEL THE FINGERS OF THE LEFT HAND, KRIMA THE FINGERNAILS, ASTROPS THE RIGHT BREAST, BARROPH THE LEFT BREAST, BAOUM THE RIGHT SHOULDER JOINT, ARARIM THE LEFT SHOULDER JOINT, ARECHE THE BELLY, PHTHAUE THE NAVEL, SENAPHIM THE ABDOMEN, ARACHETHOPI THE RIGHT RIBS, ZABEDO THE LEFT RIBS, BARIAS THE RIGHT HIP, PHNOUTH THE LEFT HIP, ABENLENARCHEI THE MARROW, CHNOUMENINORIN THE BONES, GESOLE THE STOMACH, AGROMAUMA THE HEART, BANO THE LUNGS, SOSTRAPAL THE LIVER, ANESIMALAR THE SPLEEN, THOPITHRO THE INTESTINES, BIBLO THE KIDNEYS, ROEROR THE SINEWS, TAPHREO THE BACKBONE, IPOUSPOBOBA THE VEINS, BINEBORIN THE ARTERIES, AATOIMENPSEPHEI THE BREATHS IN ALL THE LIMBS, ENTHOLLEIA ALL THE FLESH [OUTER-SKIN], BEDOUK THE RIGHT BUTTOCK, ARABEEI THE LEFT BUTTOCK, [PRIAPOS MEANS ERECT PENIS ???] THE PENIS [DICK, DICK HEAD & COCK], EILO THE TESTICLES [BALLS, SACK OF SPERM, SEED SAC, & SCROTUM], SORMA THE GENITALS [MALE REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS], GORMAKAIOCHLABAR THE RIGHT THIGH, NEBRITH THE LEFT THIGH, PSEREM THE MUSCLES OF THE RIGHT LEG, ASAKLAS THE MUSCLE OF THE LEFT, ORMAOTH THE RIGHT LEG, EMENUN THE LEFT LEG, KNUX THE RIGHT SHIN, TUPELON THE LEFT SHIN, ACHIEL THE RIGHT ANKLE, PHNEME THE LEFT ANKLE, PHIOUTHROM THE RIGHT FOOT, BOABEL ITS TOES, TRACHOUN THE LEFT FOOT, PHIKNA ITS TOES, MIAMAI THE TOENAILS, LABERNIOUM THOSE WHO ARE APPOINTED OVER ALL THESE ARE SEVEN IN NUMBER: ATHOTH, ARMAS, KALILA, YABEL, SABAOTH, CAIN, ABEL. THOSE WHO ACTIVATE THE LIMBS ARE, PART BY PART: THE HEAD, DIOLIMODRAZA, THE NECK, YAMMEAX, THE RIGHT SHOULDER, YAKOUIB, THE LEFT SHOULDER, OUERTON, THE RIGHT HAND, OUDIDI, THE LEFT ONE, ARBAO, THE FINGERS OF THE RIGHT HAND, LAMPNO, THE FINGERS OF THE LEFT HAND, LEEKAPHAR, THE RIGHT BREAST [PAP & NIPPLE], BARBAR, THE LEFT BREAST [PAP & NIPPLE], IMAE, THE CHEST, PISANDRAPTES, THE RIGHT SHOULDER JOINT, KOADE, THE LEFT SHOULDER JOINT, ODEOR, THE RIGHT RIBS, ASPHIXIX, THE LEFT RIBS, SUNOGCHOUTA, THE ABDOMEN, AROUPH, THE WOMB [UTERUS, VAGINA, PUSSY, VULVA, CUNT [VULGAR] & CLIT], SABALO, THE RIGHT THIGH, CHARCHARB, THE LEFT THIGH, CHTHAON, ALL THE GENITALS, BATHINOTH, THE RIGHT LEG, CHOUX, THE LEFT LEG, CHARCHA, THE RIGHT SHIN, AROER, THE LEFT SHIN, TOECHTHA, THE RIGHT ANKLE, AOL, THE LEFT ANKLE, CHARANER, THE RIGHT FOOT, BASTAN, ITS TOES, ARCHENTECHTHA, THE LEFT FOOT, MAREPHNOUNTH, ITS TOES, ABRANA. SEVEN HAVE BEEN EMPOWERED OVER ALL THESE: MICHAEL, URIEL, ASMENEDAS, SAPHASATOEL, AARMOURIAM, RICHRAM, AMIORPS. THOSE WHO ARE OVER THE SENSES ARE ARCHENDEKTA, THE ONE WHO IS OVER PERCEPTION IS DEITHARBATHAS, THE ONE WHO IS OVER IMAGINATION IS OUMMAA, THE ONE WHO IS OVER ARRANGEMENT IS AACHIARAM, THE ONE WHO IS OVER ALL [SEXUAL] IMPULSE TO [SEXUAL] ACTION IS RIARAMNACHO. THE SOURCE OF THE DEMONS THAT ARE IN THE ENTIRE BODY IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR: HEAT, COLD, WETNESS, DRYNESS. 
ADAM RECEIVES SPIRIT AND LIFE
ALL THE ANGELS AND DEMONS [ADVERSARIES FOR THE FATHER STEPHEN] WORKED TOGETHER UNTIL THEY FASHIONED THE PSYCHICAL BODY [BY EXTRAORDINARY MENTALITIES]. BUT FOR A LONG TIME, THEIR CREATION DID NOT STIR OR MOVE AT ALL. WHEN THE MOTHER WANTED TO TAKE BACK THE POWER, SHE HAD RELINQUISHED TO THE FIRST RULER, SHE PRAYED TO THE MOST MERCIFUL MOTHER-FATHER OF ALL. WITH A SACRED COMMAND THE MOTHER-FATHER SENT 5 LUMINARIES DOWN TO THE PLACE OF THE ANGELS OF THE FIRST RULER. THEY ADVISED HIM SO THAT THEY MIGHT RECOVER THE MOTHER'S POWER. THEY SAID TO YALDABAOTH, BREATHE, SOME OF YOUR SPIRIT INTO THE FACE OF ADAM, AND THEN THE BODY WILL ARISE. HE BREATHED HIS SPIRIT INTO ADAM. THE SPIRIT IS THE POWER OF HIS MOTHER, BUT HE DID NOT REALIZE THIS, BECAUSE HE LIVES IN IGNORANCE. THE MOTHER'S POWER WENT OUT OF YALDABAOTH AND INTO THE PSYCHICAL BODY THAT HAD BEEN MADE TO BE LIKE THE ONE WHO IS FROM THE BEGINNING. THE BODY MOVED AND BECAME POWERFUL. AND IT WAS ENLIGHTENED. AT ONCE THE REST OF THE POWERS BECAME JEALOUS. ALTHOUGH ADAM HAD COME INTO BEING THROUGH ALL OF THEM, AND THEY HAD GIVEN THEIR POWER TO THIS HUMAN, ADAM WAS MORE INTELLIGENT THAN THE CREATORS AND THE FIRST RULER. WHEN THEY REALIZED THAT ADAM WAS ENLIGHTENED, AND COULD THINK MORE CLEARLY THAN THEY, AND WAS STRIPPED OF EVIL, THEY TOOK AND THREW ADAM INTO THE LOWEST PART OF THE WHOLE MATERIAL REALM. THE BLESSED, BENEVOLENT, MERCIFUL MOTHER-FATHER HAD COMPASSION FOR THE MOTHER'S POWER THAT HAD BEEN REMOVED FROM THE FIRST RULER. THE RULERS MIGHT BE ABLE TO OVERPOWER THE PSYCHICAL, PERCEPTIBLE BODY ONCE AGAIN. SO, WITH ITS BENEVOLENT SPIRIT AND GREAT MERCY THE MOTHER-FATHER SENT A HELPER TO ADAM, AN ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT WHO IS FROM THE MOTHER-FATHER AND WHO WAS CALLED LIFE [STEPHANIE IN JAMES 1:12]. SHE HELPED THE WHOLE CREATURE, LABORING WITH IT, RESTORING IT TO ITS FULLNESS, TEACHING IT ABOUT THE DESCENT OF THE SEED, TEACHING IT ABOUT THE WAY OF ASCENT, WHICH IS THE WAY OF DESCENT. ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT WAS HIDDEN WITHIN ADAM SO THAT THE RULERS MIGHT NOT RECOGNIZE HER, BUT THAT AFTERTHOUGHT MIGHT BE ABLE TO RESTORE WHAT THE MOTHER LACKED.
THE IMPRISONMENT OF HUMANITY
THE HUMAN BEING ADAM WAS REVEALED THROUGH THE BRIGHT SHADOW WITHIN. AND ADAM'S ABILITY TO THINK WAS GREATER THAN THAT OF ALL THE CREATORS. WHEN THEY LOOKED UP, THEY SAW THAT ADAM'S ABILITY TO THINK WAS GREATER, AND THEY DEVISED A PLAN WITH THE WHOLE THRONG OF RULERS AND ANGELS. THEY TOOK FIRE, EARTH, AND WATER, AND COMBINED THEM WITH THE FOUR FIERY WINDS. THEY WROUGHT THEM TOGETHER AND MADE A GREAT COMMOTION. THE RULERS BROUGHT ADAM INTO THE SHADOW OF DEATH SO THAT THEY MIGHT PRODUCE A FIGURE AGAIN, FROM EARTH, WATER, FIRE, AND THE SPIRIT THAT COMES FROM MATTER, THAT IS, FROM THE IGNORANCE OF DARKNESS, AND [SEXUAL] DESIRE, AND THEIR OWN FALSE SPIRIT. THIS IS THE CAVE FOR REMODELING THE BODY THAT THESE CRIMINALS PUT ON THE HUMAN, THE FETTER OF FORGETFULNESS. ADAM BECAME A MORTAL BEING, THE FIRST TO DESCEND AND THE FIRST TO BECOME [SEXUALLY] ESTRANGED. THE ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT WITHIN ADAM, HOWEVER, WOULD REJUVENATE ADAM'S MIND. THE RULERS TOOK ADAM AND PUT ADAM IN PARADISE. THEY SAID, EAT, MEANING, DO SO IN A LEISURELY MANNER. BUT IN FACT, THEIR [SEXUAL] PLEASURE IS BITTER AND THEIR BEAUTY IS [SEXUALLY] PERVERSE. THEIR [SEXUAL] PLEASURE IS A TRAP, THEIR TREES ARE A SACRILEGE, THEIR FRUIT IS DEADLY POISON, THEIR PROMISE IS DEATH. THEY PUT THEIR TREE OF LIFE IN THE MIDDLE OF PARADISE. I SHALL TEACH YOU THE SECRET OF THEIR LIFE, THE PLAN THEY DEVISED TOGETHER, THE [SEXUAL] NATURE OF THEIR SPIRIT: THE ROOT OF THEIR TREE IS BITTER, ITS BRANCHES ARE DEATH, ITS SHADOW IS HATRED, A TRAP IS IN ITS LEAVES, ITS BLOSSOM IS BAD OINTMENT, ITS FRUIT IS DEATH, [SEXUAL] DESIRE IS ITS SEED, IT BLOSSOMS IN DARKNESS. THE DWELLING PLACE OF THOSE WHO TASTE OF IT IS THE UNDERWORLD, AND DARKNESS IS THEIR RESTING PLACE. BUT THE RULERS LINGERED IN FRONT OF WHAT THEY CALL THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, WHICH IS THE ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT, SO THAT ADAM MIGHT NOT BEHOLD ITS FULLNESS AND RECOGNIZE HIS SHAMEFUL NAKEDNESS. BUT I WAS THE ONE WHO INDUCED THEM TO EAT. I SAID TO THE SAVIOR, MASTER, WAS IT NOT THE SNAKE THAT INSTRUCTED ADAM TO EAT? THE SAVIOR LAUGHED AND SAID, THE SNAKE INSTRUCTED THEM TO EAT OF THE WICKEDNESS OF SEXUAL DESIRE AND DESTRUCTION SO THAT ADAM MIGHT BE OF USE TO THE SNAKE. THIS IS THE ONE WHO KNEW ADAM WAS DISOBEDIENT BECAUSE OF THE ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT WITHIN ADAM, WHICH MADE ADAM STRONGER OF MIND THAN THE FIRST RULER. THE FIRST RULER WANTED TO RECOVER THE POWER THAT HE HIMSELF HAD PASSED ON TO ADAM. SO, HE BROUGHT DEEP SLEEP UPON ADAM. I SAID TO THE SAVIOR, WHAT IS THIS DEEP SLEEP? THE SAVIOR SAID, IT IS NOT AS MOSES WROTE AND YOU HEARD. HE SAID IN HIS FIRST BOOK, HE PUT ADAM TO SLEEP. RATHER, THIS DEEP SLEEP WAS A LOSS OF SENSE. THUS, THE FIRST RULER SAID THROUGH THE PROPHET, I SHALL MAKE THEIR MINDS SLUGGISH, THAT THEY MAY NEITHER UNDERSTAND NOR DISCERN. 
THE CREATION OF EVE
ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT HID HERSELF WITHIN ADAM. THE FIRST RULER WANTED TO TAKE HER FROM ADAM'S SIDE, BUT ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT CANNOT BE APPREHENDED. WHILE DARKNESS PURSUED HER, IT DID NOT APPREHEND HER. THE FIRST RULER REMOVED PART OF ADAM'S POWER AND CREATED ANOTHER FIGURE IN THE FORM OF A FEMALE, LIKE THE IMAGE OF AFTERTHOUGHT THAT HAD APPEARED TO HIM. HE PUT THE PART HE HAD TAKEN FROM THE POWER OF THE HUMAN BEING INTO THE FEMALE CREATURE. IT DID NOT HAPPEN, HOWEVER, THE WAY MOSES SAID: ADAM'S RIB. ADAM SAW THE WOMAN BESIDE HIM. AT ONCE ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT APPEARED AND REMOVED THE VEIL THAT COVERED HIS MIND. HE SOBERED UP FROM THE DRUNKENNESS OF DARKNESS. HE RECOGNIZED HIS COUNTERPART AND SAID, THIS, IS NOW BONE FROM MY BONES AND FLESH FROM MY FLESH. FOR THIS REASON, A MAN WILL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER AND WILL JOIN HIMSELF TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO OF THEM WILL BECOME ONE FLESH. FOR HIS PARTNER WILL BE SENT TO HIM, AND HE WILL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER. OUR SISTER SOPHIA IS THE ONE WHO DESCENDED IN AN INNOCENT MANNER TO RESTORE WHAT SHE LACKED. FOR THIS REASON, SHE WAS CALLED LIFE, THAT IS, THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING, BY THE FORETHOUGHT OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF HEAVEN AND BY THE AFTERTHOUGHT THAT APPEARED TO ADAM. THROUGH HER HAVE THE LIVING TASTED PERFECT KNOWLEDGE. AS FOR ME, I APPEARED IN THE FORM OF AN EAGLE ON THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS THE AFTERTHOUGHT OF THE PURE ENLIGHTENED FORETHOUGHT, THAT I MIGHT TEACH THE HUMAN BEINGS AND AWAKEN THEM FROM THE DEPTH OF SLEEP. FOR THE TWO OF THEM WERE FALLEN AND REALIZED THAT THEY WERE NAKED. AFTERTHOUGHT APPEARED TO THEM AS LIGHT AND AWAKENED THEIR MINDS. 
YALDABAOTH DEFILES EVE
WHEN YALDABAOTH REALIZED THAT THE HUMANS HAD WITHDRAWN FROM HIM, HE CURSED HIS EARTH. HE FOUND THE WOMAN AS SHE WAS PREPARING HERSELF FOR HER HUSBAND. HE WAS MASTER OVER HER. AND HE DID NOT KNOW THE MYSTERY THAT HAD COME INTO BEING THROUGH THE SACRED PLAN. THE TWO OF THEM WERE AFRAID TO DENOUNCE YALDABAOTH. HE DISPLAYED TO HIS ANGELS THE IGNORANCE WITHIN HIM. HE THREW THE HUMANS OUT OF PARADISE AND CLOAKED THEM IN THICK DARKNESS. THE FIRST RULER SAW THE YOUNG WOMAN STANDING NEXT TO ADAM AND NOTICED THAT THE ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT OF LIFE HAD APPEARED IN HER. YET YALDABAOTH WAS FULL OF IGNORANCE. SO, WHEN THE FORETHOUGHT OF ALL REALIZED THIS, SHE DISPATCHED EMISSARIES, AND THEY STOLE LIFE OUT OF EVE. THE FIRST RULER DEFILED EVE AND PRODUCED IN HER TWO SONS, A FIRST AND A SECOND: ELOHIM AND YAHWEH. ELOHIM HAS THE FACE OF A BEAR, YAHWEH HAS THE FACE OF A CAT. ONE IS JUST, THE OTHER IS UNJUST. HE PLACED YAHWEH OVER FIRE AND WIND, HE PLACED ELOHIM OVER WATER AND EARTH. HE CALLED THEM BY THE NAMES CAIN AND ABEL, WITH A VIEW TO DECEIVE. TO THIS DAY SEXUAL INTERCOURSE HAS PERSISTED BECAUSE OF THE FIRST RULER. HE PLANTED SEXUAL DESIRE IN THE WOMAN WHO BELONGS TO ADAM. THROUGH INTERCOURSE THE FIRST RULER PRODUCED DUPLICATE BODIES, AND HE BLEW SOME OF HIS FALSE SPIRIT INTO THEM. HE PLACED THESE TWO RULERS OVER THE ELEMENTS SO THAT THEY MIGHT RULE OVER THE CAVE. WHEN ADAM CAME TO KNOW THE COUNTERPART OF HIS OWN FOREKNOWLEDGE, HE PRODUCED A SON LIKE THE HUMAN CHILD. HE CALLED HIM SETH, AFTER THE MANNER OF THE HEAVENLY RACE IN THE ETERNAL REALMS. SIMILARLY, THE MOTHER SENT DOWN HER SPIRIT, WHICH IS LIKE HER AND IS A COPY OF WHAT IS IN THE REALM OF FULLNESS, FOR SHE WAS GOING TO PREPARE A DWELLING PLACE FOR THE ETERNAL REALMS THAT WOULD COME DOWN. THE HUMAN BEINGS WERE MADE TO DRINK WATER OF FORGETFULNESS BY THE FIRST RULER, SO THAT THEY MIGHT NOT KNOW WHERE THEY HAD COME FROM. FOR A TIME, THE SEED REMAINED AND HELPED SO THAT WHEN THE SPIRIT DESCENDS FROM THE HOLY REALMS, IT MAY RAISE UP THE SEED AND HEAL WHAT IT LACKS, THAT THE ENTIRE REALM OF FULLNESS MAY BE HOLY AND LACK NOTHING. 
ON HUMAN DESTINY
I SAID TO THE SAVIOR, MASTER, WILL ALL THE SOULS THEN BE LED SAFELY INTO PURE LIGHT? HE ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME, THESE ARE GREAT MATTERS THAT HAVE ARISEN IN YOUR MIND, AND IT IS DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN THEM TO ANYONE EXCEPT THOSE OF THE UNSHAKABLE RACE. THOSE UPON WHOM THE SPIRIT OF LIFE WILL DESCEND AND WHOM THE SPIRIT WILL EMPOWER WILL BE SAVED AND BECOME PERFECT AND BE WORTHY OF GREATNESS AND BE CLEANSED THERE OF ALL EVIL AND THE ANXIETIES OF WICKEDNESS, SINCE THEY ARE ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING EXCEPT THE INCORRUPTIBLE ALONE, AND CONCERNED WITH THAT FROM THIS MOMENT ON, WITHOUT ANGER, JEALOUSY, ENVY, DESIRE, OR GREED FOR ANYTHING. THEY ARE AFFECTED BY NOTHING BUT BEING IN THE FLESH ALONE, AND THEY WEAR THE FLESH AS THEY LOOK FORWARD TO A TIME WHEN THEY WILL BE MET BY THOSE WHO RECEIVE THEM. SUCH PEOPLE ARE WORTHY OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE, ETERNAL LIFE AND CALLING. THEY ENDURE EVERYTHING AND BEAR EVERYTHING SO AS TO FINISH THE CONTEST AND RECEIVE ETERNAL LIFE. I SAID TO HIM, MASTER, WILL THE SOULS OF PEOPLE BE REJECTED WHO HAVE NOT DONE THESE THINGS, BUT UPON WHOM THE POWER AND THE SPIRIT OF LIFE HAVE DESCENDED? HE ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME, IF THE SPIRIT DESCENDS UPON THEM, BY ALL MEANS THEY WILL BE SAVED AND TRANSFORMED. POWER WILL DESCEND UPON EVERY PERSON, FOR WITHOUT IT NO ONE COULD STAND. AFTER BIRTH, IF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE GROWS, AND POWER COMES AND STRENGTHENS THAT SOUL, NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO LEAD IT ASTRAY WITH EVIL [SEXUAL] ACTIONS. BUT PEOPLE UPON WHOM THE FALSE SPIRIT DESCENDS ARE MISLED BY IT AND GO ASTRAY. I SAID, MASTER, WHERE WILL THEIR SOULS GO WHEN THEY LEAVE THEIR FLESH? HE LAUGHED AND SAID TO ME, THE SOUL IN WHICH THERE IS MORE POWER THAN THE CONTEMPTIBLE SPIRIT IS STRONG. SHE ESCAPES FROM EVIL, AND THROUGH THE INTERVENTION OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE ONE SHE IS SAVED AND IS TAKEN UP TO ETERNAL REST. I SAID, MASTER, WHERE WILL THE SOULS GO OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE NOT KNOWN TO WHOM THEY BELONG? HE SAID TO ME, THE CONTEMPTIBLE SPIRIT HAS GROWN STRONGER IN SUCH PEOPLE WHILE THEY WERE GOING ASTRAY. THIS SPIRIT LAYS A HEAVY BURDEN ON THE SOUL, LEADS HER INTO EVIL, AND HURLS HER DOWN INTO FORGETFULNESS. AFTER THE SOUL LEAVES THE BODY, SHE IS HANDED OVER TO THE AUTHORITIES WHO HAVE COME INTO BEING THROUGH THE RULER. THEY BIND HER WITH CHAINS AND THROW HER INTO PRISON. THEY GO AROUND WITH HER UNTIL SHE AWAKENS FROM FORGETFULNESS AND ACQUIRES KNOWLEDGE. THIS IS HOW SHE ATTAINS PERFECTION AND IS SAVED. I SAID, MASTER, HOW CAN THE SOUL BECOME YOUNGER AND RETURN INTO ITS MOTHER'S WOMB, OR INTO THE HUMAN? HE WAS GLAD WHEN I ASKED HIM ABOUT THIS, AND HE SAID TO ME, YOU, ARE TRULY BLESSED, FOR YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD. THIS SOUL WILL BE MADE TO FOLLOW ANOTHER IN WHOM THE SPIRIT OF LIFE DWELLS, AND SHE IS SAVED THROUGH THAT ONE. THEN SHE WILL NOT BE THRUST INTO FLESH AGAIN. I SAID, MASTER, WHERE WILL THE SOULS GO OF PEOPLE WHO HAD KNOWLEDGE BUT TURNED AWAY? HE SAID TO ME, THEY WILL BE TAKEN TO THE PLACE WHERE THE ANGELS OF MISERY GO, WHERE THERE IS NO REPENTANCE. THEY WILL BE KEPT THERE UNTIL THE DAY WHEN THOSE WHO HAVE BLASPHEMED AGAINST THE SPIRIT WILL BE TORTURED AND PUNISHED ETERNALLY. I SAID, MASTER, WHERE DID THE CONTEMPTIBLE SPIRIT COME FROM? HE SAID TO ME, THE MOTHER-FATHER IS GREAT IN MERCY, THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO IN EVERYWAY IS COMPASSIONATE, WHO SYMPATHIZES WITH YOU, THE AFTERTHOUGHT OF ENLIGHTENED FORETHOUGHT. THIS ONE RAISED UP THE OFFSPRING OF THE PERFECT GENERATION AND RAISED THEIR THOUGHT AND THE ETERNAL LIGHT OF THE HUMAN. WHEN THE FIRST RULER REALIZED THAT THESE PEOPLE WERE EXALTED ABOVE HIM AND COULD THINK BETTER THAN HE, HE WANTED TO GRASP THEIR THOUGHT. HE DID NOT KNOW THAT THEY SURPASSED HIM IN THOUGHT AND THAT HE WOULD BE UNABLE TO GRASP THEM. HE DEVISED A PLAN WITH HIS AUTHORITIES, WHO ARE HIS POWERS. TOGETHER THEY FORNICATED WITH SOPHIA, AND THROUGH THEM WAS PRODUCED BITTER FATE, THE FINAL, FICKLE BONDAGE. FATE IS LIKE THIS BECAUSE THE POWERS ARE FICKLE. TO THE PRESENT-DAY FATE IS HARDER AND STRONGER THAN WHAT GODS, ANGELS, DEMONS, AND ALL THE GENERATIONS HAVE ENCOUNTERED. FOR FROM FATE HAVE COME ALL INIQUITY AND INJUSTICE AND BLASPHEMY, THE BONDAGE OF FORGETFULNESS, AND IGNORANCE, AND ALL BURDENSOME ORDERS, WEIGHTY SINS, AND GREAT FEARS. THUS, ALL OF CREATION HAS BEEN BLINDED SO THAT NONE MIGHT KNOW THE GOD THAT IS OVER THEM ALL. BECAUSE OF THE BONDAGE OF FORGETFULNESS, THEIR SINS HAVE BEEN HIDDEN. THEY HAVE BEEN BOUND WITH DIMENSIONS, TIMES, AND SEASONS, AND FATE IS MASTER OF ALL. THE FIRST RULER REGRETTED EVERYTHING THAT HAD HAPPENED THROUGH HIM. ONCE AGAIN, HE MADE A PLAN, TO BRING A FLOOD UPON THE HUMAN CREATION. THE ENLIGHTENED GREATNESS OF FORETHOUGHT, HOWEVER, WARNED NOAH. NOAH ANNOUNCED THIS TO ALL THE OFFSPRING, THE HUMAN CHILDREN, BUT THOSE WHO WERE STRANGERS TO HIM DID NOT LISTEN TO HIM. IF DID NOT HAPPEN THE WAY MOSES SAID, THEY HID IN AN ARK. RATHER, THEY HID IN A PARTICULAR PLACE, NOT ONLY NOAH, BUT ALSO MANY OTHER PEOPLE FROM THE UNSHAKABLE RACE. THEY ENTERED THAT PLACE AND HID IN A BRIGHT CLOUD. NOAH KNEW ABOUT HIS SUPREMACY. WITH HIM WAS THE ENLIGHTENED ONE WHO HAD ENLIGHTENED THEM, SINCE THE FIRST RULER HAD BROUGHT DARKNESS UPON THE WHOLE EARTH. THE FIRST RULER FORMULATED A PLAN WITH HIS POWERS. HE SENT HIS ANGELS TO THE HUMAN DAUGHTERS SO THEY MIGHT TAKE SOME OF THEM AND RAISE OFFSPRING FOR THEIR [SEXUAL] PLEASURE. AT FIRST, THEY WERE UNSUCCESSFUL. WHEN THEY HAD PROVED UNSUCCESSFUL, THEY MET AGAIN AND DEVISED ANOTHER PLAN. THEY CREATED A CONTEMPTIBLE SPIRIT SIMILAR TO THE SPIRIT THAT HAD DESCENDED, IN ORDER TO ADULTERATE SOULS THROUGH THIS SPIRIT. THE ANGELS CHANGED THEIR APPEARANCE TO LOOK LIKE THE PARTNERS OF THESE WOMEN AND FILLED THE WOMEN WITH THE SPIRIT OF DARKNESS THAT THEY HAD CONCOCTED, AND WITH EVIL. THEY BROUGHT GOLD, SILVER, GIFTS, COPPER, IRON, METAL, AND ALL SORTS OF THINGS. THEY BROUGHT GREAT ANXIETIES TO THE PEOPLE WHO FOLLOWED THEM, LEADING THEM ASTRAY WITH MANY DECEPTIONS. THESE PEOPLE GREW OLD WITHOUT EXPERIENCING [SEXUAL] PLEASURE AND DIED WITHOUT FINDING TRUTH OR KNOWING THE GOD OF TRUTH. IN THIS WAY ALL CREATION WAS FOREVER ENSLAVED, FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD UNTIL THE PRESENT DAY. THE ANGELS TOOK WOMEN, AND FROM THE DARKNESS THEY PRODUCED CHILDREN SIMILAR TO THEIR SPIRIT. THEY CLOSED THEIR MINDS AND BECAME STUBBORN THROUGH THE STUBBORNNESS OF THE CONTEMPTIBLE SPIRIT UNTIL THE PRESENT DAY. 
HYMN OF THE SAVIOR
NOW I, THE PERFECT FORETHOUGHT OF ALL, TRANSFORMED MYSELF INTO MY OFFSPRING. I EXISTED FIRST AND WENT DOWN EVERY PATH. I AM THE ABUNDANCE OF LIGHT, I AM THE REMEMBRANCE OF FULLNESS. I WENT INTO THE REALM OF GREAT DARKNESS AND CONTINUED UNTIL I ENTERED THE MIDST OF THE PRISON. THE FOUNDATIONS OF CHAOS SHOOK, AND I HID FROM THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR EVIL, AND THEY DID NOT RECOGNIZE ME. AGAIN, I RETURNED, A SECOND TIME, AND WENT ON. I HAD COME FROM THE INHABITANTS OF LIGHT—I, THE REMEMBRANCE OF FORETHOUGHT. I ENTERED THE MIDST OF DARKNESS AND THE BOWELS OF THE UNDERWORLD, TURNING TO MY TASK. THE FOUNDATIONS OF CHAOS SHOOK AS THOUGH TO FALL UPON THOSE WHO DWELL IN CHAOS AND DESTROY THEM. AGAIN, I HURRIED BACK TO THE ROOT OF MY LIGHT SO, THEY MIGHT NOT BE DESTROYED BEFORE THEIR TIME. AGAIN, A THIRD TIME, I WENT FORTH—I AM THE LIGHT DWELLING IN LIGHT, I AM THE REMEMBRANCE OF FORETHOUGHT—SO THAT I MIGHT ENTER THE MIDST OF DARKNESS AND THE BOWELS OF THE UNDERWORLD. I BRIGHTENED MY FACE WITH LIGHT FROM THE CONSUMMATION OF THEIR REALM AND ENTERED THE MIDST OF THEIR PRISON, WHICH IS THE PRISON OF THE BODY. I SAID, LET WHOEVER HEARS ARISE FROM DEEP SLEEP. A PERSON WEPT AND SHED TEARS. BITTER TEARS THE PERSON WIPED AWAY, AND SAID, WHO, IS CALLING MY NAME? FROM WHERE HAS MY HOPE COME AS I DWELL IN THE BONDAGE OF PRISON? I SAID, I AM THE FORETHOUGHT OF PURE LIGHT, I AM THE THOUGHT OF THE VIRGIN SPIRIT, WHO RAISES YOU TO A PLACE OF HONOR. ARISE, REMEMBER THAT YOU HAVE HEARD AND TRACE YOUR ROOT, WHICH IS I, THE COMPASSIONATE. GUARD YOURSELF AGAINST THE ANGELS OF MISERY, THE DEMONS OF CHAOS AND ALL WHO ENTRAP YOU, AND BEWARE OF DEEP SLEEP AND THE TRAP IN THE BOWELS OF THE UNDERWORLD. I RAISED AND SEALED THE PERSON IN LUMINOUS WATER WITH FIVE SEALS, THAT DEATH MIGHT NOT PREVAIL OVER THE PERSON FROM THAT MOMENT ON. 
CONCLUSION
LOOK, NOW I SHALL ASCEND TO THE PERFECT REALM. I HAVE FINISHED EVERYTHING FOR YOU IN YOUR HEARING. I HAVE TOLD YOU EVERYTHING FOR YOU TO RECORD AND COMMUNICATE SECRETLY TO YOUR SPIRITUAL FRIENDS. THIS IS THE MYSTERY OF THE UNSHAKABLE RACE. THE SAVIOR COMMUNICATED THIS TO JOHN FOR HIM TO RECORD AND SAFEGUARD. HE SAID TO HIM, CURSED, BE ANYONE WHO WILL TRADE THESE THINGS FOR A GIFT, FOR FOOD, DRINK, CLOTHES, OR ANYTHING LIKE THIS. THESE THINGS WERE COMMUNICATED TO JOHN IN A MYSTERY, AND AT ONCE THE SAVIOR DISAPPEARED. THEN JOHN WENT TO THE OTHER STUDENTS AND REPORTED WHAT THE SAVIOR HAD TOLD HIM. JESUS THE ANOINTED. AMEN.
THE GNOSTIC BOOK CALLED THE REALITY OF THE RULERS
SAMAEL'S SIN
BECAUSE OF THE REALITY OF THE AUTHORITIES, INSPIRED BY THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH, THE GREAT MESSENGER REFERRING TO THE AUTHORITIES OF THE DARKNESS TOLD US THAT "OUR CONTEST IS NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD, RATHER, THE AUTHORITIES OF THE UNIVERSE AND THE SPIRITS OF WICKEDNESS." I HAVE SENT YOU THIS BECAUSE YOU INQUIRE ABOUT THE REALITY OF THE AUTHORITIES. THEIR CHIEF IS BLIND. BECAUSE OF HIS POWER AND HIS IGNORANCE AND HIS ARROGANCE HE SAID, WITH HIS POWER, "I AM GOD; THERE IS NO OTHER BUT ME." WHEN HE SAID THIS, HE SINNED AGAINST ALL. THIS SPEECH ROSE UP TO INCORRUPTIBILITY. THEN THERE WAS A VOICE THAT CAME FORTH FROM INCORRUPTIBILITY, SAYING, "YOU ARE WRONG, SAMAEL," THAT IS, GOD OF THE BLIND. HIS THOUGHTS BECAME BLIND. AND HAVING EXPELLED HIS POWER—THAT IS, THE BLASPHEMY HE HAD SPOKEN—HE PURSUED IT DOWN TO CHAOS AND THE ABYSS, HIS MOTHER, AT THE INSTIGATION OF PISTIS SOPHIA. SHE ESTABLISHED EACH OF HIS OFFSPRING IN CONFORMITY WITH ITS POWER, AFTER THE PATTERN OF THE REALMS THAT ARE ABOVE, FOR BY STARTING FROM THE INVISIBLE WORLD THE VISIBLE WORLD WAS INVENTED. AS INCORRUPTIBILITY LOOKED DOWN INTO THE REGION OF THE WATERS, HER IMAGE APPEARED IN THE WATERS, AND THE AUTHORITIES OF THE DARKNESS BECAME ENAMORED OF HER. BUT THEY COULD NOT LAY HOLD OF THAT IMAGE WHICH HAD APPEARED TO THEM IN THE WATERS, BECAUSE OF THEIR WEAKNESS, SINCE BEINGS THAT MERELY HAVE SOUL CANNOT LAY HOLD OF THOSE THAT HAVE SPIRIT. FOR THEY WERE FROM BELOW, WHILE IT WAS FROM ABOVE.
THE CREATION OF ADAM AND EVE
THIS IS THE REASON WHY INCORRUPTIBILITY LOOKED DOWN INTO THE REGION, SO THAT, BY THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] WILL, SHE MIGHT BRING ALL INTO UNION WITH THE LIGHT. THE RULERS LAID PLANS AND SAID, "COME, LET US CREATE A HUMAN THAT WILL BE SOIL FROM THE EARTH." THEY MODELED THEIR CREATURE AS ONE WHOLLY OF THE EARTH. THE RULERS HAVE BODIES THAT ARE BOTH FEMALE AND MALE, AND FACES THAT ARE THE FACES OF BEASTS. THEY TOOK SOME SOIL FROM THE EARTH AND MODELED THEIR MAN, AFTER THEIR BODY AND AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD THAT HAD APPEARED TO THEM IN THE WATERS. THEY SAID, "COME, LET US LAY HOLD OF IT BY MEANS OF THE FORM THAT WE HAVE MODELED, SO THAT IT MAY SEE ITS MALE PARTNER AND WE MAY SEIZE IT WITH THE FORM THAT WE HAVE MODELED," NOT UNDERSTANDING THE PARTNER OF GOD, BECAUSE OF THEIR POWERLESSNESS. AND HE BREATHED INTO HIS FACE, AND THE MAN CAME TO HAVE A SOUL AND REMAINED ON THE GROUND MANY DAYS. BUT THEY COULD NOT MAKE HIM RISE BECAUSE OF THEIR POWERLESSNESS. LIKE STORM WINDS THEY PERSISTED IN BLOWING, THAT THEY MIGHT TRY TO CAPTURE THAT IMAGE WHICH HAD APPEARED TO THEM IN THE WATERS. AND THEY DID NOT KNOW THE IDENTITY OF ITS POWER. NOW, ALL THESE EVENTS CAME TO PASS BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL. AFTERWARD THE SPIRIT SAW THE MAN OF SOUL ON THE GROUND. THE SPIRIT CAME FORTH FROM THE ADAMANTINE LAND. IT DESCENDED AND CAME TO DWELL IN HIM, AND THAT MAN BECAME A LIVING SOUL. AND THE SPIRIT CALLED HIS NAME ADAM, SINCE HE WAS FOUND MOVING UPON THE GROUND. A VOICE CAME FORTH FROM INCORRUPTIBILITY FOR THE ASSISTANCE OF ADAM. THE RULERS GATHERED TOGETHER ALL THE ANIMALS OF THE EARTH AND ALL THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN AND BROUGHT THEM IN TO ADAM TO SEE WHAT ADAM WOULD CALL THEM, THAT HE MIGHT GIVE A NAME TO EACH OF THE BIRDS AND ALL THE BEASTS. THE RULERS TOOK ADAM AND PUT HIM IN THE GARDEN, THAT HE MIGHT CULTIVATE IT AND KEEP WATCH OVER IT. THEY ISSUED A COMMAND TO HIM, SAYING, "FROM EVERY TREE IN THE GARDEN SHALL YOU EAT, BUT FROM THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL DON'T EAT, NOR TOUCH IT. FOR THE DAY YOU EAT FROM IT YOU WILL SURELY DIE." THEY SAID THIS TO HIM, BUT THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY SAID. RATHER, BY THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] WILL, THEY SAID THIS IN SUCH A WAY THAT HE MIGHT IN FACT EAT, AND THAT ADAM MIGHT NOT REGARD THEM AS WOULD A MAN OF AN EXCLUSIVELY MATERIAL NATURE. THE RULERS TOOK COUNSEL WITH ONE ANOTHER AND SAID, "COME, LET US CAUSE A DEEP SLEEP TO FALL ON ADAM." AND HE SLEPT. NOW, THE DEEP SLEEP THAT THEY CAUSED TO FALL ON HIM, AND HE SLEPT, IS IGNORANCE. THEY OPENED HIS SIDE, WHICH WAS LIKE A LIVING WOMAN. AND THEY BUILT UP HIS SIDE WITH SOME FLESH IN PLACE OF HER, AND ADAM CAME TO BE ONLY WITH SOUL. THE WOMAN OF SPIRIT CAME TO HIM AND SPOKE WITH HIM, SAYING, "RISE, ADAM." AND WHEN HE SAW HER, HE SAID, "IT IS YOU WHO HAVE GIVEN ME LIFE. YOU WILL BE CALLED 'MOTHER OF THE LIVING.' FOR SHE IS MY MOTHER. SHE IS THE PHYSICIAN, AND THE WOMAN, AND SHE HAS GIVEN BIRTH." 
ADAM AND EVE IN THE GARDEN
THE AUTHORITIES CAME UP TO THEIR ADAM. WHEN THEY SAW HIS FEMALE PARTNER SPEAKING WITH HIM, THEY BECAME VERY EXCITED AND ENAMORED OF HER. THEY SAID TO ONE ANOTHER, "COME, LET US SOW OUR SEED IN HER," AND THEY PURSUED HER. AND SHE LAUGHED AT THEM FOR THEIR FOOLISHNESS AND BLINDNESS. IN THEIR CLUTCHES SHE BECAME A TREE AND LEFT BEFORE THEM HER SHADOWY REFLECTION RESEMBLING HERSELF, AND THEY DEFILED IT FOULLY. AND THEY DEFILED THE SEAL OF HER VOICE, SO THAT BY THE FORM THEY HAD MODELED, TOGETHER WITH THEIR OWN IMAGE, THEY MADE THEMSELVES LIABLE TO CONDEMNATION. THEN THE FEMALE SPIRITUAL PRESENCE CAME IN THE FORM OF THE SNAKE, THE INSTRUCTOR, AND IT TAUGHT THEM, SAYING, "WHAT DID HE SAY TO YOU? WAS IT, 'FROM EVERY TREE IN THE GARDEN SHALL YOU EAT, BUT FROM THE TREE OF RECOGNIZING EVIL AND GOOD DO NOT EAT'?" THE WOMAN OF FLESH SAID, "NOT ONLY DID HE SAY 'DON'T EAT,' BUT EVEN 'DON'T TOUCH IT. FOR THE DAY YOU EAT FROM IT, YOU WILL SURELY DIE.'" THE SNAKE, THE INSTRUCTOR, SAID, "IT IS NOT THE CASE THAT YOU WILL SURELY DIE, FOR OUT OF JEALOUSY HE SAID THIS TO YOU. RATHER, YOUR EYES WILL OPEN AND YOU WILL BE LIKE GODS, RECOGNIZING EVIL AND GOOD." AND THE FEMALE INSTRUCTING POWER WAS TAKEN AWAY FROM THE SNAKE, AND SHE LEFT IT BEHIND, MERELY A THING OF THE EARTH. AND THE WOMAN OF FLESH TOOK FROM THE TREE AND ATE, AND SHE GAVE TO HER HUSBAND AS WELL AS HERSELF, AND THOSE BEINGS, WHO POSSESSED ONLY A SOUL, ATE. AND THEIR IMPERFECTION BECAME APPARENT IN THEIR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE. THEY RECOGNIZED THAT THEY WERE NAKED OF THE SPIRITUAL, AND THEY TOOK FIG LEAVES AND BOUND THEM AROUND THEMSELVES. THEN THE CHIEF RULER CAME, AND HE SAID, "ADAM, WHERE ARE YOU?"—FOR HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT HAD HAPPENED. ADAM SAID, "I HEARD YOUR VOICE AND WAS AFRAID BECAUSE I WAS NAKED, AND I HID." THE RULER SAID, "WHY DID YOU HIDE, UNLESS IT IS BECAUSE YOU HAVE EATEN FROM THE TREE FROM WHICH ALONE, I COMMANDED YOU NOT TO EAT? YOU HAVE EATEN!" ADAM SAID, "THE WOMAN YOU GAVE ME GAVE ME FRUIT AND I ATE." AND THE ARROGANT RULER CURSED THE WOMAN. THE WOMAN SAID, "THE SNAKE LED ME ASTRAY AND I ATE." THEY TURNED TO THE SNAKE AND CURSED ITS SHADOWY REFLECTION, SO IT WAS POWERLESS, AND THEY DID NOT COMPREHEND THAT IT WAS A FORM THEY THEMSELVES HAD MODELED. FROM THAT DAY, THE SNAKE CAME TO BE UNDER THE CURSE OF THE AUTHORITIES. UNTIL THE PERFECT HUMAN WAS TO COME, THAT CURSE FELL ON THE SNAKE. THEY TURNED TO THEIR ADAM AND TOOK HIM AND EXPELLED HIM FROM THE GARDEN ALONG WITH HIS WIFE, FOR THEY HAVE NO BLESSING, SINCE THEY TOO ARE UNDER THE CURSE. MOREOVER, THEY THREW HUMAN BEINGS INTO GREAT DISTRACTION AND INTO A LIFE OF TOIL, SO THAT THEIR HUMAN BEINGS MIGHT BE OCCUPIED BY WORLDLY AFFAIRS AND MIGHT NOT HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF BEING DEVOTED TO THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
EVE BEARS CHILDREN
NOW, AFTERWARD SHE BORE CAIN, THEIR SON, AND CAIN CULTIVATED THE LAND. THEREUPON HE KNEW HIS WIFE. AGAIN, BECOMING PREGNANT, SHE BORE ABEL, AND ABEL WAS A HERDSMAN OF SHEEP. CAIN BROUGHT IN FROM THE CROPS OF HIS FIELD, BUT ABEL BROUGHT IN AN OFFERING FROM AMONG HIS LAMBS. GOD LOOKED UPON THE VOTIVE OFFERINGS OF ABEL, BUT HE DID NOT ACCEPT THE VOTIVE OFFERINGS OF CAIN. AND FLESHLY CAIN PURSUED ABEL HIS BROTHER. GOD SAID TO CAIN, "WHERE IS ABEL YOUR BROTHER?" HE ANSWERED, SAYING, "AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER?" GOD SAID TO CAIN, "LISTEN! THE VOICE OF YOUR BROTHER'S BLOOD IS CRYING UP TO ME. YOU HAVE SINNED WITH YOUR MOUTH. IT WILL RETURN TO YOU: ANYONE WHO KILLS CAIN WILL LET LOOSE SEVEN VENGEANCES, AND YOU WILL EXIST GROANING AND TREMBLING UPON THE EARTH." AND ADAM KNEW HIS PARTNER EVE, AND SHE BECAME PREGNANT AND BORE SETH TO ADAM. AND SHE SAID, "I HAVE BORNE ANOTHER MAN THROUGH GOD, IN PLACE OF ABEL." AGAIN, EVE BECAME PREGNANT, AND SHE BORE NOREA. AND SHE SAID, "HE HAS PRODUCED FOR ME A VIRGIN AS AN ASSISTANCE FOR MANY GENERATIONS OF HUMAN BEINGS." SHE IS THE VIRGIN WHOM THE FORCES DID NOT DEFILE. THEN HUMANKIND BEGAN TO MULTIPLY AND IMPROVE. 
THE UNIVERSAL FLOOD
THE RULERS TOOK COUNSEL WITH ONE ANOTHER AND SAID, "COME, LET US CAUSE A FLOOD WITH OUR HANDS AND OBLITERATE ALL FLESH, FROM MAN TO BEAST." BUT WHEN THE RULER OF THE FORCES CAME TO KNOW OF THEIR DECISION, HE SAID TO NOAH, "MAKE YOURSELF AN ARK FROM WOOD THAT DOES NOT ROT AND HIDE IN IT, YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN AND THE BEASTS AND THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN FROM SMALL TO LARGE—AND SET IT 
UPON MOUNT SIR." THEN NOREA CAME TO HIM, WANTING TO BOARD THE ARK. WHEN HE WOULD NOT LET HER, SHE BLEW UPON THE ARK AND CAUSED IT TO BE CONSUMED BY FIRE. AGAIN, HE MADE THE ARK, FOR A SECOND TIME. 
NOREA BATTLES THE RULERS
THE RULERS WENT TO MEET HER, INTENDING TO LEAD HER ASTRAY. THEIR SUPREME CHIEF SAID TO HER, "YOUR MOTHER EVE CAME TO US." BUT NOREA TURNED TO THEM AND SAID TO THEM, "IT IS YOU WHO ARE THE RULERS OF THE DARKNESS; YOU ARE ACCURSED. YOU DID NOT KNOW MY MOTHER. INSTEAD IT WAS YOUR OWN FEMALE THAT YOU KNEW. FOR I AM NOT YOUR DESCENDANT. RATHER, IT IS FROM THE WORLD ABOVE THAT I AM COME." THE ARROGANT RULER TURNED WITH ALL HIS MIGHT, AND HIS COUNTENANCE WAS LIKE A BLAZING FIRE. HE SAID TO HER PRESUMPTUOUSLY, "YOU MUST SERVICE US, AS DID ALSO YOUR MOTHER EVE... " BUT NOREA TURNED WITH POWER AND, IN A LOUD VOICE, SHE CRIED OUT UP TO THE HOLY ONE, THE GOD OF ALL, "RESCUE ME FROM THE RULERS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AND SAVE ME FROM THEIR CLUTCHES—AT ONCE!" THE GREAT ANGEL CAME DOWN FROM THE HEAVENS AND SAID TO HER, "WHY ARE YOU CRYING UP TO GOD? WHY DO YOU ACT SO BOLDLY TOWARD THE HOLY SPIRIT?" NOREA SAID, "WHO ARE YOU?" THE RULERS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS HAD WITHDRAWN FROM HER. HE SAID, "I AM ELELETH, SAGACITY, THE GREAT ANGEL WHO STANDS IN THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. I HAVE BEEN SENT TO SPEAK WITH YOU AND SAVE YOU FROM THE GRASP OF THE LAWLESS. AND I SHALL TEACH YOU ABOUT YOUR ROOT."
THE REVELATION OF ELELETH
NOW, AS FOR THAT ANGEL, I CANNOT SPEAK OF HIS POWER. HIS APPEARANCE IS LIKE FINE GOLD AND HIS RAIMENT IS LIKE SNOW. NO, TRULY, MY MOUTH CANNOT BEAR TO SPEAK OF HIS POWER AND THE APPEARANCE OF HIS FACE. ELELETH, THE GREAT ANGEL, SPOKE TO ME. "IT IS I," HE SAID, "WHO AM UNDERSTANDING. I AM ONE OF THE FOUR LUMINARIES WHO STAND IN THE PRESENCE OF THE GREAT INVISIBLE SPIRIT. DO YOU THINK THESE RULERS HAVE ANY POWER OVER YOU? NONE OF THEM CAN PREVAIL AGAINST THE ROOT OF TRUTH, FOR ON ITS ACCOUNT HE HAS APPEARED IN THE FINAL AGES, AND THESE AUTHORITIES WILL BE RESTRAINED. AND THESE AUTHORITIES CANNOT DEFILE YOU AND THAT RACE, FOR YOUR ABODE IS IN INCORRUPTIBILITY, WHERE THE VIRGIN SPIRIT LIVES, WHO IS SUPERIOR TO THE AUTHORITIES OF CHAOS AND TO THEIR UNIVERSE." BUT I SAID, "SIR, TEACH ME ABOUT THESE AUTHORITIES. HOW DID THEY COME INTO BEING? BY WHAT GENESIS, AND OUT OF WHAT MATERIAL, AND WHO CREATED THEM AND THEIR POWER?" THE GREAT ANGEL ELELETH, UNDERSTANDING, SPOKE TO ME: "INCORRUPTIBILITY INHABITS LIMITLESS REALMS. SOPHIA, WHO IS CALLED PISTIS, WANTED TO CREATE SOMETHING, ALONE, WITHOUT HER PARTNER, AND WHAT SHE CREATED WAS CELESTIAL. "A VEIL EXISTS BETWEEN THE WORLD ABOVE AND THE REALMS BELOW, AND SHADOW CAME INTO BEING BENEATH THE VEIL. THAT SHADOW BECAME MATTER, AND THAT SHADOW WAS PROJECTED APART. AND WHAT SHE HAD CREATED CAME TO BE IN MATTER, LIKE AN ABORTED FETUS. IT ASSUMED A SHAPE MOLDED OUT OF SHADOW, AND BECAME AN ARROGANT BEAST RESEMBLING A LION. IT WAS ANDROGYNOUS, AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, BECAUSE IT DERIVED FROM MATTER. "OPENING HIS EYES, HE SAW A VAST QUANTITY OF ENDLESS MATTER, AND HE TURNED ARROGANT, SAYING, 'I AM GOD, AND THERE IS NO ONE BUT ME.' "WHEN HE SAID THIS, HE SINNED AGAINST ALL. AND A VOICE CAME FROM ABOVE THE REALM OF ABSOLUTE POWER, SAYING, 'YOU ARE WRONG, SAMAEL,' THAT IS, GOD OF THE BLIND. "AND HE SAID, 'IF ANY OTHER THING EXISTS BEFORE ME, LET IT BECOME VISIBLE TO ME!' IMMEDIATELY SOPHIA POINTED HER FINGER AND INTRODUCED LIGHT INTO MATTER, AND SHE PURSUED IT DOWN TO THE REGION OF CHAOS. AND SHE RETURNED UP TO HER LIGHT. ONCE AGAIN DARKNESS RETURNED TO MATTER. "THIS RULER, BY BEING ANDROGYNOUS, MADE HIMSELF A VAST REALM, AN ENDLESS PRECINCT. AND HE CONTEMPLATED CREATING OFFSPRING FOR HIMSELF, AND CREATED SEVEN OFFSPRING, ANDROGYNOUS LIKE THEIR PARENT. "AND HE SAID TO HIS OFFSPRING, 'I AM THE GOD OF ALL.' "ZOE THE DAUGHTER OF PISTIS SOPHIA SHOUTED, SAYING TO HIM, 'YOU ARE WRONG, SAKLA' (FOR WHICH THE ALTERNATE NAME IS YALDABAOTH). SHE BREATHED INTO HIS FACE, AND HER BREATH BECAME A FIERY ANGEL FOR HER; AND THAT ANGEL BOUND YALDABAOTH AND CAST HIM DOWN INTO TARTAROS, AT THE BOTTOM OF THE ABYSS. "NOW, WHEN HIS OFFSPRING SABAOTH SAW THE STRENGTH OF THAT ANGEL, HE REPENTED AND CONDEMNED HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER MATTER/"HE LOATHED HER, BUT HE SANG SONGS OF PRAISE UP TO SOPHIA AND HER DAUGHTER ZOE. AND SOPHIA AND ZOE FOUND HIM AND PUT HIM IN CHARGE OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, BELOW THE VEIL BETWEEN ABOVE AND BELOW. AND HE IS CALLED 'GOD OF THE FORCES, SABAOTH,' SINCE HE IS UP ABOVE THE FORCES OF CHAOS, FOR SOPHIA PLACED HIM THERE. "NOW, WHEN THESE EVENTS HAD COME TO PASS, HE MADE HIMSELF A HUGE FOUR-FACED CHARIOT OF CHERUBIM AND HARPS AND LYRES AND AN INFINITY OF ANGELS TO ACT AS MINISTERS. "SOPHIA TOOK HER DAUGHTER ZOE AND HAD HER SIT AT HIS RIGHT TO TEACH HIM ABOUT THE THINGS THAT EXIST IN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN, AND THE ANGEL OF WRATH SHE PLACED AT HIS LEFT. SINCE THAT DAY, HIS RIGHT HAS BEEN CALLED LIFE, AND THE LEFT HAS SIGNIFIED THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE REALM OF ABSOLUTE POWER ABOVE. IT WAS BEFORE YOUR TIME THAT THEY CAME INTO BEING. "NOW, WHEN YALDABAOTH SAW HIM IN THIS GREAT SPLENDOR AND AT THIS HEIGHT, HE ENVIED HIM, AND THE ENVY BECAME SOMETHING ANDROGYNOUS, AND THIS WAS THE ORIGIN OF ENVY. AND ENVY ENGENDERED DEATH, AND DEATH ENGENDERED HIS OFFSPRING AND GAVE EACH OF THEM CHARGE OF ITS HEAVEN. ALL THE HEAVENS OF CHAOS BECAME FULL OF THEIR MULTITUDES. "BUT IT WAS BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL THAT THEY ALL CAME INTO BEING, AFTER THE PATTERN OF ALL THE THINGS ABOVE, SO THAT THE SUM OF CHAOS MIGHT BE ATTAINED. "THERE, I HAVE TAUGHT YOU ABOUT THE PATTERN OF THE RULERS AND THE MATTER IN WHICH IT WAS MADE VISIBLE, ALONG WITH THEIR PARENT AND THEIR UNIVERSE." 
EPILOGUE
BUT I SAID, "SIR, AM I ALSO FROM THEIR MATTER?" "YOU, TOGETHER WITH YOUR OFFSPRING, ARE FROM THE PRIMEVAL FATHER [STEPHEN]. THEIR SOULS COME FROM ABOVE, OUT OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE LIGHT. THEREFORE, THE AUTHORITIES CANNOT APPROACH THEM, SINCE THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH RESIDES IN THEM, AND ALL WHO HAVE KNOWN THIS WAY EXIST DEATHLESS IN THE MIDST OF DYING PEOPLE. STILL, THE OFFSPRING WILL NOT BECOME KNOWN NOW. INSTEAD, AFTER THREE GENERATIONS IT WILL COME TO BE KNOWN AND FREE THEM FROM THE BONDAGE OF THE AUTHORITIES' ERROR." THEN I SAID, "SIR, HOW MUCH LONGER?" HE SAID TO ME, "UNTIL THE MOMENT WHEN THE TRUE HUMAN, WITHIN A MODELED FORM, REVEALS THE EXISTENCE OF THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS SENT. "THEN HE WILL TEACH THEM ABOUT EVERYTHING. AND HE WILL ANOINT THEM WITH THE UNCTION OF LIFE ETERNAL, GIVEN HIM FROM THE GENERATION WITHOUT A KING. "THEN THEY WILL BE FREE OF BLIND THOUGHT. AND THEY WILL TRAMPLE ON DEATH, WHICH COMES FROM THE AUTHORITIES. AND THEY WILL ASCEND INTO THE LIMITLESS LIGHT WHERE THIS OFFSPRING BELONGS. "THEN THE AUTHORITIES WILL RELINQUISH THEIR AGES. AND THEIR ANGELS WILL WEEP OVER THEIR DESTRUCTION, AND THEIR DEMONS WILL LAMENT THEIR DEATH. "THEN ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT WILL TRULY KNOW THE TRUTH AND THEIR ROOT AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]. THEY WILL ALL SAY WITH A SINGLE VOICE, 'THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] TRUTH IS JUST, AND THE CHILD PRESIDES OVER ALL.' AND FROM EVERYONE, TILL THE AGES OF AGES, 'HOLY, HOLY, HOLY! AMEN!'"
THE GNOSTIC BOOK OF THE REVELATION OF ADAM
THE FALL OF ADAM AND EVE
THE REVELATION THAT ADAM TAUGHT HIS SON SETH IN THE SEVEN HUNDREDTH YEAR, SAYING, LISTEN TO MY WORDS, MY SON SETH. WHEN GOD CREATED ME OUT OF THE EARTH ALONG WITH YOUR MOTHER EVE, I WENT ABOUT WITH HER IN A GLORY THAT SHE SAW IN THE ETERNAL REALM FROM WHICH WE CAME. SHE TAUGHT ME KNOWLEDGE OF THE ETERNAL GOD. AND WE RESEMBLED THE GREAT ETERNAL ANGELS, FOR WE WERE HIGHER THAN THE GOD WHO CREATED US AND THE POWERS WITH HIM, WHOM WE DID NOT KNOW. GOD, THE RULER OF THE REALMS AND THE POWERS, DIVIDED US IN WRATH, AND THEN WE BECAME TWO BEINGS. AND THE GLORY IN OUR HEARTS LEFT US, ME AND YOUR MOTHER EVE, ALONG WITH THE FIRST KNOWLEDGE THAT BREATHED IN US. AND GLORY FLED FROM US AND ENTERED ANOTHER GREAT REALM. YOUR MOTHER EVE AND I DIDN'T COME FROM THIS REALM. BUT KNOWLEDGE ENTERED INTO THE SEED OF GREAT ETERNAL BEINGS. FOR THIS REASON, I MYSELF HAVE CALLED YOU BY THE NAME OF THAT PERSON WHO IS THE SEED, OF THE GREAT GENERATION OR ITS PREDECESSOR. AFTER THOSE DAYS THE ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOD OF TRUTH WITHDREW FROM ME AND YOUR MOTHER EVE. THEN WE LEARNED ABOUT THE INANIMATE AS WE DID ABOUT HUMAN BEINGS. WE RECOGNIZED THE GOD WHO CREATED US. WE WERE NOT STRANGERS TO HIS POWERS. AND WE SERVED HIM IN FEAR AND SLAVERY. AFTER THESE EVENTS OUR HEARTS DARKENED, AND I SLEPT IN MY HEART'S DARKENED THOUGHT. 
ADAM AND EVE ARE AWAKENED
AND I SAW THREE PERSONS BEFORE ME WHOSE LIKENESS I WAS UNABLE TO RECOGNIZE. THEY WERE NOT FROM THE POWERS OF THE GOD WHO CREATED US. THEY SURPASSED GLORY, SAYING TO ME, "RISE, ADAM, FROM THE SLEEP OF DEATH, AND HEAR ABOUT THE ETERNAL BEING AND THE SEED OF THAT PERSON TO WHOM LIFE HAS COME, WHO CAME FROM YOU AND FROM EVE, YOUR WIFE." WHEN I HEARD THESE WORDS FROM THE GREAT PERSONS STANDING BEFORE ME, EVE AND I SIGHED IN OUR HEARTS. AND THE LORD, THE GOD WHO CREATED US, STOOD BEFORE US. HE SAID, "ADAM, WHY WERE YOU BOTH SIGHING IN YOUR HEARTS? DON'T YOU KNOW THAT I AM THE GOD WHO CREATED YOU? I BREATHED INTO YOU A SPIRIT OF LIFE AS A LIVING SOUL." DARKNESS CAME OVER OUR EYES. THEN THE GOD WHO CREATED US CREATED A SON FROM HIMSELF AND EVE, YOUR MOTHER KNEW A SWEET DESIRE FOR YOUR MOTHER. AND THE VIGOR OF OUR ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE WAS DESTROYED IN US, AND WEAKNESS PURSUED US. THE DAYS OF OUR LIFE, WERE FEW. I KNEW THAT I HAD COME UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF DEATH. NOW, MY SON SETH, I WILL REVEAL WHAT THOSE WHOM I SAW REVEALED TO ME. AFTER I WENT THROUGH THE PERIOD OF THIS GENERATION AND THE YEARS OF THE GENERATION WERE OVER... 
NOAH AND THE FLOOD
FOR RAIN SHOWERS OF GOD ALMIGHTY WILL POUR DOWN SO THAT HE CAN DESTROY ALL FLESH FROM THE EARTH, USING WHAT IS AROUND THEM, ALONG WITH PEOPLE FROM THE SEED OF THOSE WHO RECEIVED THE LIFE OF KNOWLEDGE. THAT LIFE OF KNOWLEDGE CAME FROM YOUR MOTHER EVE AND ME. THEY WERE STRANGERS TO HIM. AFTERWARD GREAT ANGELS COME ON HIGH CLOUDS, WHO TAKE THOSE PEOPLE WHERE THE SPIRIT OF LIFE LIVES THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF FLESH WILL BE LEFT BEHIND IN THE WATERS. GOD WILL REST FROM HIS WRATH. AND HE CASTS HIS POWER ON THE WATERS, AND GIVES POWER TO HIS SONS AND THEIR WIVES, BY MEANS OF THE ARK ALONG WITH THE ANIMALS, WHICHEVER HE PLEASED, AND THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN, WHICH HE CALLED AND RELEASED UPON THE EARTH. AND GOD SAYS TO NOAH, WHOM GENERATIONS CALL DEUCALION [NOAH], "LOOK, I HAVE PROTECTED YOU IN THE ARK ALONG WITH YOUR WIFE AND YOUR SONS AND THEIR WIVES AND THEIR ANIMALS AND THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN, WHICH YOU CALLED AND RELEASED UPON THE EARTH...SO, I GIVE THE EARTH TO YOU, TO YOU AND YOUR SONS. IN KINGLY FASHION YOU WILL RULE OVER IT, YOU AND YOUR SONS. AND YOU WILL HAVE NO SEED FROM THE PEOPLE WHO DO NOT STAND IN MY PRESENCE IN ANOTHER GLORY." SOME BECOME LIKE THE CLOUD OF GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE PEOPLE COME WHO ARE SENT OUT FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GREAT ETERNAL REALMS AND THE ANGELS. THEY STAND BEFORE NOAH AND THE REALMS. AND GOD SAYS TO NOAH, "WHY HAVE YOU STRAYED FROM WHAT I TOLD YOU? YOU HAVE CREATED ANOTHER GENERATION SO YOU CAN SCORN MY POWER." AND NOAH SAYS, "I TESTIFY BEFORE YOUR MIGHT THAT THE GENERATION OF THESE PEOPLE DIDN'T COME FROM ME OR MY SONS..." AND…THOSE PEOPLE ARE BROUGHT INTO THEIR PROPER LAND AND A HOLY DWELLING WILL BE BUILT FOR THEM. AND THEY ARE CALLED BY THAT NAME AND LIVE THERE SIX HUNDRED YEARS IN KNOWLEDGE OF INCORRUPTIBILITY. ANGELS OF THE GREAT LIGHT LIVE WITH THEM. NO FOUL DEED RESIDES IN THEIR HEARTS, BUT ONLY THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. THEN NOAH DIVIDES THE WHOLE EARTH AMONG HIS SONS, HAM AND JAPHETH AND SHEM. HE SAYS TO THEM, "MY SONS, HEAR ME. LOOK, I HAVE DIVIDED THE EARTH AMONG YOU. BUT SERVE HIM IN FEAR AND SLAVERY ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE. YOU CHILDREN MUST NOT GO AWAY FROM THE FACE OF GOD ALMIGHTY..."...THE SON OF NOAH SAYS, "YOU AND YOUR POWER WILL BE PLEASED WITH MY SEED. SEAL IT WITH YOUR STRONG HAND OF FEAR AND COMMAND, AND THEN THE WHOLE SEED THAT CAME FROM ME WILL NOT TURN FROM YOU AND GOD ALMIGHTY, BUT THEY WILL SERVE IN HUMILITY AND FEAR OF WHAT THEY KNOW." 
THE FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND
THEN OTHERS FROM THE SEED OF HAM AND JAPHETH COME, FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND, AND ENTER ANOTHER LAND AND STAY WITH THOSE PEOPLE WHO CAME FROM THE GREAT ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE. THE SHADOW OF THEIR POWER PROTECTS THOSE WITH THEM FROM EVERYTHING EVIL AND EVERY FILTHY DESIRE. THEN THE SEED OF HAM AND JAPHETH FORMS TWELVE KINGDOMS, AND THEIR OTHER SEED ENTERS INTO THE KINGDOM OF OTHER PEOPLE. …THEY TAKE COUNSEL…AEONS…THAT ARE DEAD…THE GREAT AEONS OF INCORRUPTIBILITY. AND THEY GO TO THEIR GOD SAKLA. THEY GO IN TO THE POWERS, ACCUSING THE GREAT ONES WHO ARE IN THEIR GLORY. THEY SAY TO SAKLA, "WHAT IS THE POWER OF THESE PEOPLE WHO STOOD IN YOUR PRESENCE, WHO WERE TAKEN FROM THE SEED OF HAM AND JAPHETH, WHO NUMBER FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND? THEY WERE RECEIVED INTO ANOTHER REALM FROM WHICH THEY CAME, AND THEY OVERTURNED ALL THE GLORY OF YOUR POWER AND THE DOMINION OF YOUR HAND. THE SEED OF NOAH THROUGH HIS SONS HAS DONE YOUR WILL, AND SO HAVE ALL THE POWERS IN THE REALMS OVER WHICH YOUR MIGHT RULES. BOTH THOSE PEOPLE AND THOSE WHO RESIDE IN THEIR GLORY HAVE NOT DONE YOUR WILL. BUT THEY HAVE TURNED ASIDE YOUR WHOLE THRONG." 
FIRE AND SULFUR AND ASPHALT
THEN THE GOD OF THE REALMS GIVES THEM SOME OF THOSE WHO SERVE HIM THEY COME ON THAT LAND WHERE THE GREAT ONES ARE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN DEFILED, NOR WILL THEY BE DEFILED BY ANY DESIRE. FOR THEIR SOULS DID NOT COME FROM A DEFILED HAND, BUT FROM AN ETERNAL ANGEL'S GREAT COMMAND. THEN FIRE AND SULFUR AND ASPHALT ARE CAST UPON THOSE PEOPLE, AND FIRE AND BLINDING MIST COME OVER THOSE REALMS, AND THE EYES OF THE POWERS OF THE LUMINARIES ARE DARKENED, AND THE INHABITANTS OF THE REALMS CANNOT SEE IN THOSE DAYS. AND GREAT CLOUDS OF LIGHT DESCEND, AND OTHER CLOUDS OF LIGHT COME DOWN ON THEM FROM THE GREAT ETERNAL REALMS. ABRASAX AND SABLO AND GAMALIEL DESCEND AND BRING THOSE PEOPLE OUT OF THE FIRE AND THE WRATH, AND TAKE THEM ABOVE THE ETERNAL REALMS AND THE RULERS OF THE POWERS, AND TAKE THEM AWAY...THERE WITH THE HOLY ANGELS AND THE ETERNAL BEINGS. THE PEOPLE WILL BE LIKE THOSE ANGELS, FOR THEY ARE NOT STRANGERS TO THEM. BUT THEY WORK WITH THE IMPERISHABLE SEED. 
THE ILLUMINATOR OF KNOWLEDGE
ONCE AGAIN, FOR THE THIRD TIME, THE ILLUMINATOR OF KNOWLEDGE PASSES BY IN GREAT GLORY TO LEAVE SOME OF THE SEED OF NOAH AND THE SONS OF HAM AND JAPHETH—TO LEAVE FRUIT-BEARING TREES FOR HIMSELF. AND HE REDEEMS THEIR SOULS FROM THE DAY OF DEATH. THE WHOLE CREATION THAT CAME FROM THE DEAD EARTH WILL BE UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF DEATH. BUT THOSE WHO REFLECT ON THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ETERNAL GOD IN THEIR HEARTS WILL NOT PERISH. THEY HAVE NOT RECEIVED SPIRIT FROM THIS KINGDOM BUT FROM SOMETHING ETERNAL, ANGELIC...THE ILLUMINATOR WILL COME...SETH. AND HE WILL PERFORM SIGNS AND WONDERS TO SCORN THE POWERS AND THEIR RULER. THEN THE GOD OF THE POWERS IS DISTURBED AND SAYS, "WHAT IS THE POWER OF THIS PERSON WHO IS HIGHER THAN WE ARE?" THEN HE BRINGS A GREAT WRATH AGAINST THAT PERSON. AND GLORY WITHDRAWS AND LIVES IN HOLY HOUSES IT HAS CHOSEN FOR ITSELF. THE POWERS DO NOT SEE IT WITH THEIR EYES, NOR DO THEY SEE THE ILLUMINATOR. THEY PUNISH THE FLESH OF THE ONE OVER WHOM THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS COME. 
THE ORIGIN OF THE ILLUMINATOR
THEN THE ANGELS AND ALL THE GENERATIONS OF THE POWERS WILL USE THE NAME IN ERROR, ASKING, "WHERE DID THIS COME FROM?" OR "WHERE DID THE WORDS OF DECEPTION, WHICH ALL THE POWERS HAVE FAILED TO REALIZE, COME FROM?" NOW, THE FIRST KINGDOM SAYS OF THE ILLUMINATOR THAT HE CAME FROM...A SPIRIT...TO HEAVEN. HE WAS NOURISHED IN THE HEAVENS. HE RECEIVED THE GLORY OF THAT ONE AND THE POWER. HE CAME TO THE BOSOM OF HIS MOTHER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE SECOND KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A GREAT PROPHET. AND A BIRD CAME, TOOK THE CHILD WHO WAS BORN, AND BROUGHT HIM ONTO A HIGH MOUNTAIN. AND HE WAS NOURISHED BY THE BIRD OF HEAVEN. AN ANGEL CAME FORTH THERE. HE SAID TO HIM, "RISE! GOD HAS GIVEN YOU GLORY." HE RECEIVED GLORY AND STRENGTH, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE THIRD KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A VIRGIN WOMB. HE WAS CAST OUT OF HIS CITY, HE AND HIS MOTHER; HE WAS BROUGHT TO A DESERT PLACE. HE WAS NOURISHED THERE. HE CAME AND RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE FOURTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A VIRGIN, SOLOMON SOUGHT HER, HE AND PHERSALO AND SAUEL AND HIS ARMIES, WHICH HAD BEEN SENT OUT. SOLOMON HIMSELF SENT HIS ARMY OF DEMONS TO SEEK OUT THE VIRGIN. AND THEY DID NOT FIND THE ONE WHOM THEY SOUGHT, BUT THE VIRGIN WHO WAS GIVEN TO THEM. IT WAS SHE WHOM THEY FETCHED. SOLOMON TOOK HER. THE VIRGIN BECAME PREGNANT AND GAVE BIRTH TO THE CHILD THERE. SHE NOURISHED HIM ON A BORDER OF THE DESERT. WHEN HE WAS NOURISHED, HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER FROM THE SEED FROM WHICH HE WAS CONCEIVED, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE FIFTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A DROP FROM HEAVEN. HE WAS THROWN INTO THE SEA. THE ABYSS RECEIVED HIM, GAVE BIRTH TO HIM, AND BROUGHT HIM TO HEAVEN. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE SIXTH KINGDOM SAYS THAT ONE…CAME DOWN TO THE REALM THAT IS BELOW IN ORDER TO GATHER FLOWERS. SHE BECAME PREGNANT FROM THE DESIRE OF THE FLOWERS. SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HIM IN THAT PLACE. THE ANGELS OF THE FLOWER GARDEN NOURISHED HIM. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER THERE, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE SEVENTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE IS A DROP AND CAME FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH. DRAGONS BROUGHT HIM DOWN TO CAVES, AND HE BECAME A CHILD. A SPIRIT CAME OVER HIM AND RAISED HIM TO THE PLACE FROM WHERE THE DROP HAD COME. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER THERE, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE EIGHTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT A CLOUD CAME OVER THE EARTH AND ENVELOPED A ROCK. HE CAME FROM IT. THE ANGELS ABOVE THE CLOUD NOURISHED HIM. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER THERE, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE NINTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT FROM THE NINE MUSES ONE SEPARATED. SHE CAME TO A HIGH MOUNTAIN AND SPENT SOME TIME SEATED THERE, SO THAT SHE DESIRED HER OWN BODY IN ORDER TO BECOME ANDROGYNOUS. SHE FULFILLED HER DESIRE AND BECAME PREGNANT FROM HER DESIRE. HE WAS BORN. THE ANGELS WHO WERE OVER THE DESIRE NOURISHED HIM. AND HE RECEIVED GLORY THERE AND POWER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE TENTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HIS GOD LOVED A CLOUD OF DESIRE. HE FATHERED HIM IN HIS HAND AND CAST UPON THE CLOUD ABOVE HIM SOME OF THE DROP, AND HE WAS BORN. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER THERE, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE ELEVENTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT THE FATHER DESIRED HIS OWN DAUGHTER. SHE WAS PREGNANT FROM HER FATHER. SHE CAST HER CHILD…TOMB OUT IN THE DESERT. THE ANGEL NOURISHED HIM THERE, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE TWELFTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM TWO LUMINARIES. HE WAS NOURISHED THERE. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE THIRTEENTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT EVERY BIRTH OF THEIR RULER IS A WORD. AND THIS WORD RECEIVED A MANDATE THERE. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER, THAT THE DESIRE OF THOSE POWERS MIGHT BE SATISFIED. BUT THE GENERATION WITHOUT A KING SAYS THAT GOD CHOSE HIM FROM ALL THE ETERNAL REALMS. HE CAUSED KNOWLEDGE OF THE ONE OF TRUTH, WHO IS UNDEFILED, TO RESIDE IN HIM. HE SAID, "OUT OF A FOREIGN AIR, FROM A HUGE ETERNAL REALM, THE GREAT ILLUMINATOR APPEARED. AND HE MADE THE GENERATION OF THOSE PEOPLE WHOM HE HAD CHOSEN FOR HIMSELF SHINE, SO THAT THEY SHOULD SHINE ON THE WHOLE ETERNAL REALM." 
PEOPLE ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR [SEXUAL] ERROR
THE SEED, THOSE WHO WILL RECEIVE HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] UPON THE WATER AND THAT OF THEM ALL, WILL FIGHT AGAINST THE POWER. AND A CLOUD OF DARKNESS WILL COME UPON THEM. THEN THE PEOPLES WILL CRY OUT WITH A GREAT VOICE, SAYING, "BLESSINGS ON THE SOUL OF THOSE PEOPLE BECAUSE THEY HAVE KNOWN GOD WITH A KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH. THEY SHALL LIVE FOREVER, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT BEEN CORRUPTED BY THEIR DESIRE, ALONG WITH THE ANGELS, NOR HAVE THEY PERFORMED THE WORKS OF THE POWERS, BUT THEY HAVE STOOD IN HIS PRESENCE IN A KNOWLEDGE OF GOD LIKE LIGHT THAT HAS COME FORTH FROM FIRE AND BLOOD. "BUT WE HAVE DONE EVERY DEED OF THE POWERS FOOLISHLY. WE HAVE BOASTED IN THE TRANSGRESSION OF ALL OUR WORKS. WE HAVE CRIED AGAINST THE GOD OF TRUTH BECAUSE ALL HIS WORK ... IS ETERNAL. THESE ARE AGAINST OUR SPIRITS. FOR NOW, WE KNOW THAT OUR SOULS WILL DIE IN DEATH." THEN A VOICE CAME TO THEM. MICHEUS AND MICHAR AND MNESINOUS, WHO ARE OVER THE HOLY BAPTISM AND THE LIVING WATER, WERE SAYING, "WHY WERE YOU CRYING OUT AGAINST THE LIVING GOD WITH LAWLESS VOICES AND TONGUES WITHOUT LAW OVER THEM, AND SOULS FULL OF BLOOD AND FOUL DEEDS? YOU ARE FULL OF WORKS THAT ARE NOT OF THE TRUTH, YET YOUR WAYS ARE FULL OF JOY AND REJOICING. HAVING DEFILED THE WATER OF LIFE, YOU HAVE DRAWN IT WITHIN THE WILL OF THE POWERS TO WHOM YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO SERVE THEM. "AND YOUR THOUGHT IS NOT LIKE THAT OF THOSE PEOPLE WHOM YOU PERSECUTE THEIR FRUIT DOES NOT WITHER. BUT THEY WILL BE KNOWN UP TO THE GREAT ETERNAL REALMS, BECAUSE THE WORDS THEY HAVE KEPT, OF THE GOD OF THE ETERNAL REALMS, WERE NOT COMMITTED TO THE BOOK, NOR WERE THEY WRITTEN. ANGELIC BEINGS WILL BRING THEM, WHOM ALL THE GENERATIONS OF PEOPLE WILL NOT KNOW. FOR THEY WILL BE ON A HIGH MOUNTAIN, UPON A ROCK OF TRUTH. THEREFORE, THEY WILL BE CALLED WORDS OF INCORRUPTIBILITY AND TRUTH, FOR THOSE WHO KNOW THE ETERNAL GOD IN WISDOM OF KNOWLEDGE AND TEACHING OF ANGELS FOREVER, FOR HE KNOWS ALL THINGS." THESE ARE THE REVELATIONS THAT ADAM MADE KNOWN TO SETH HIS SON. AND HIS SON TAUGHT HIS SEED ABOUT THEM. THIS IS THE HIDDEN KNOWLEDGE OF ADAM, WHICH HE GAVE TO SETH, WHICH IS THE HOLY BAPTISM OF THOSE WHO KNOW THE ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE THROUGH THOSE BORN OF THE WORD AND THE IMPERISHABLE ILLUMINATORS, WHO CAME FROM THE HOLY SEED: YESSEUS MAZAREUS YESSEDEKEUS, THE LIVING, WATER.
THE GNOSTIC BOOK OF THE THREE FORMS OF FIRST THOUGHT
THE WORD OF FIRST THOUGHT: THE FIRST [TOP ENGLISH] DESCENT
[THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0]
I AM FIRST THOUGHT, THE THOUGHT THAT IS IN LIGHT. I AM MOVEMENT THAT IS IN ALL, SHE IN WHOM THE REALM OF ALL TAKES ITS STAND, THE FIRSTBORN AMONG THOSE WHO CAME INTO BEING, SHE WHO EXISTS BEFORE ALL. SHE IS CALLED BY THREE NAMES, ALTHOUGH SHE EXISTS ALONE, SINCE SHE IS PERFECT. I AM INVISIBLE WITHIN THE THOUGHT OF THE INVISIBLE ONE. I AM REVEALED IN THE IMMEASURABLE, INEFFABLE THINGS. I AM INTANGIBLE, DWELLING IN THE INTANGIBLE. I MOVE IN EVERY CREATURE. I AM THE LIFE OF MY AFTERTHOUGHT THAT IS WITHIN EVERY POWER AND EVERY ETERNAL MOVEMENT, AND IN INVISIBLE LIGHTS, AND WITHIN THE POWERS AND ANGELS AND DEMONS AND EVERY SOUL IN TARTAROS, AND IN EVERY MATERIAL SOUL. I LIVE IN THOSE WHO CAME INTO BEING. I MOVE IN EVERYONE AND I ENTER THEM. I WALK UPRIGHT, AND THOSE WHO SLEEP I AWAKEN. AND I AM THE SIGHT OF THOSE WHO DWELL IN SLEEP. I AM THE INVISIBLE ONE IN ALL. I COUNSEL THOSE WHO ARE HIDDEN, SINCE I KNOW THE WHOLE REALM OF ALL THAT EXISTS IN IT. I AM NUMBERLESS BEYOND EVERYONE. I AM IMMEASURABLE, INEFFABLE, YET WHENEVER I WISH, I SHALL REVEAL MYSELF. I AM THE HEAD OF ALL. I AM BEFORE ALL, AND I AM ALL, SINCE I AM IN EVERYONE. I AM A VOICE SPEAKING SOFTLY. I AM FROM THE BEGINNING. I AM IN THE SILENCE THAT SURROUNDS EVERY ONE OF THEM. AND THE HIDDEN VOICE IS IN ME, IN INTANGIBLE, IMMEASURABLE THOUGHT, IN THE IMMEASURABLE SILENCE. I DESCENDED INTO THE UNDERWORLD AND SHONE DOWN ON THE DARKNESS. I POURED WATER. I AM HIDDEN IN RADIANT WATERS. I GRADUALLY DAWN ON ALL BY MY THOUGHT. I AM WEIGHED DOWN WITH THE VOICE. THROUGH ME KNOWLEDGE COMES. I AM IN THE INEFFABLE AND UNKNOWABLE. I AM PERCEPTION AND KNOWLEDGE, UTTERING A VOICE BY MEANS OF THOUGHT. I AM THE REAL VOICE. I CRY OUT IN EVERYONE, AND THEY RECOGNIZE IT, SINCE A SEED, LIVES IN THEM. I AM THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] THOUGHT, AND THROUGH ME CAME THE VOICE: THE KNOWLEDGE OF EVERLASTING THINGS. I AM AS THOUGHT FOR ALL. I AM JOINED TO UNKNOWABLE AND INTANGIBLE THOUGHT. I REVEALED MYSELF IN ALL WHO KNOW ME, FOR I JOINED EVERYONE IN HIDDEN THOUGHT AND EXALTED VOICE, AND IN A VOICE FROM THE INVISIBLE THOUGHT. IT IS IMMEASURABLE, SINCE IT IS IN THE IMMEASURABLE ONE. IT IS A MYSTERY, UNRESTRAINED BY THE INTANGIBLE. IT IS INVISIBLE TO ALL WHO ARE VISIBLE IN THE REALM OF ALL. IT IS LIGHT IN LIGHT. WE ALSO HAVE LEFT THE VISIBLE WORLD SINCE WE ARE SAVED BY HIDDEN WISDOM MEDIATED BY THE INEFFABLE, IMMEASURABLE VOICE. AND THE ONE WHO IS HIDDEN WITHIN US PAYS A TRIBUTE OF FRUIT TO THE WATER OF LIFE. THE SON IS PERFECT IN EVERY RESPECT. HE IS THE WORD WHO ORIGINATED THROUGH THAT VOICE, WHO CAME FROM ON HIGH, WHO HAS WITHIN HIM THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHO IS LIGHT. THE SON REVEALED THE EVERLASTING, AND ALL THE UNKNOWN WAS KNOWN. HE REVEALED WHAT IS HARD TO INTERPRET AND WHAT IS SECRET, AND HE PREACHED TO THOSE WHO LIVE IN SILENCE WITH FIRST THOUGHT, AND HE REVEALED HIMSELF TO THOSE WHO ARE IN DARKNESS, AND HE CLARIFIED HIMSELF TO THOSE IN THE ABYSS. TO THOSE IN THE HIDDEN TREASURIES HE TOLD INEFFABLE MYSTERIES, AND HE TAUGHT UNSPEAKABLE DOCTRINES TO ALL THOSE WHO BECAME CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT. NOW THE VOICE THAT CAME FROM MY THOUGHT EXISTS AS THREE PERMANENCES: THE FATHER, THE MOTHER, THE SON. THE VOICE IS PERCEPTIBLE SPEECH CONTAINING A WORD RICH IN EVERY GLORY. IT HAS THREE MASCULINITIES, THREE POWERS, AND THREE NAMES. THEY ARE IN THE MANNER OF THE TRIAD OF THREE [SHAPES], WHICH ARE QUADRANGLES, SECRETLY IN SILENCE OF THE INEFFABLE ONE. HE ALONE CAME INTO BEING AS THE ANOINTED. I ANOINTED HIM WITH GOODNESS AS THE GLORY OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. I ESTABLISHED THESE THREE ALONE IN GLORY OVER THE ETERNAL REALMS IN LIVING WATER: GLORY SURROUNDING HIM WHO FIRST APPEARED TO THE LIGHT OF THE EXALTED AEONS AND REALMS. HE PERSISTS IN LIGHT. AND HE STOOD IN A LIGHT SURROUNDING HIM WHO IS THE EYE OF LIGHT GLORIOUSLY SHINING ON ME. HE GAVE AEONS FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL AEONS [UNIVERSES], I THE THOUGHT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN---PENTECOST], FIRST THOUGHT, BARBELO, THE PERFECT GLORY AND THE IMMEASURABLE INVISIBLE HIDDEN ONE. I AM THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. THROUGH ME ALL TOOK SHAPE. I AM THE MOTHER [VICTORIA---PENTECOST] AS WELL AS THE LIGHT WHOM SHE APPOINTED AS VIRGIN, SHE WHO IS CALLED MEIROTHEA, THE INTANGIBLE WOMB, THE UNRESTRAINED AND IMMEASURABLE VOICE. THEN THE PERFECT SON [ENOCH---PENTECOST OR JESUS---PENTECOST] REVEALED HIMSELF TO HIS AEONS WHO CAME THROUGH HIM. HE REVEALED, GLORIFIED, AND ENTHRONED THEM, AND STOOD IN THE GLORY MADE FOR HIMSELF. THEY BLESSED THE PERFECT SON, THE ANOINTED, THE GOD WHO CAME INTO BEING BY HIMSELF. AND THEY GAVE GLORY, SAYING, "HE IS! HE IS! GOD'S SON! GOD'S SON! HE IS! THE BEING OF ETERNAL BEINGS! HE SEES THE ETERNAL BEINGS THAT HE CONCEIVED. FOR YOU HAVE CONCEIVED BY YOUR OWN DESIRE! SO, WE GLORIFY YOU: MA! MO! YOU ARE O, O, O. YOU ARE A. YOU ARE BEING! THE ETERNAL REALM OF THE ETERNAL REALMS! THE ETERNAL REALM HE GAVE!" THEN THE GOD WHO WAS CONCEIVED GAVE THE ETERNAL REALMS A POWER OF LIFE FOR THEM TO RELY ON, AND HE ESTABLISHED THEM. THE FIRST ETERNAL REALM HE ESTABLISHED OVER THE FIRST—ARMEDON, NOUSANIOS, HARMOZEL; THE SECOND HE ESTABLISHED OVER THE SECOND ETERNAL REALM—PHAIONIOS, AINIOS, OROIAEL; THE THIRD OVER THE THIRD ETERNAL REALM— MELLEPHANEUS, LOIOS, DAVEITHAI; THE FOURTH OVER THE FOURTH: MOUSANIOS, AMETHES, ELELETH. NOW, THOSE ETERNAL REALMS ARE THE ONES CONCEIVED BY THE GOD WHO WAS CONCEIVED—THE ANOINTED—AND THESE ETERNAL REALMS RECEIVED AND GAVE GLORY. THEY WERE THE FIRST TO APPEAR, EXALTED IN THEIR THOUGHT, AND EACH ETERNAL REALM GAVE TEN THOUSAND GLORIES IN GREAT UNSEARCHABLE LIGHTS, AND AS ONE THEY BLESSED THE PERFECT SON, THE GOD WHO WAS CONCEIVED. 
[THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0]
THEN CAME A WORD FROM THE GREAT LIGHT ELELETH, AND SAID, "I AM KING! WHO IS OF CHAOS AND WHO IS OF THE UNDERWORLD?" AND SUDDENLY HIS LIGHT APPEARED, SHINING FORTH, GIVEN AFTERTHOUGHT. THE POWERS OF THE POWERS ASKED NOTHING OF HIM. SUDDENLY THERE APPEARED THE GREAT DEMON WHO RULES OVER THE LOWEST PART OF THE UNDERWORLD AND CHAOS. HE HAS NO FORM OR PERFECTION. RATHER, HE HAS THE FORM OF THE GLORY OF THOSE CONCEIVED IN DARKNESS. NOW, HE IS CALLED SAKLA, SAMAEL, YALDABAOTH, HE WHO TOOK POWER, WHO STOLE IT AWAY FROM INNOCENT SOPHIA. ORIGINALLY, HE OVERPOWERED HER; SHE IS THE LIGHT'S AFTERTHOUGHT WHO DESCENDED, FROM WHOM THE GREAT DEMON CAME FROM THE BEGINNING. THE AFTERTHOUGHT OF LIGHT KNEW THE GREAT DEMON HAD BEGGED ELELETH FOR ANOTHER ORDER, THOUGH HE WAS LOWER THAN AFTERTHOUGHT, AND SHE SAID, "GIVE ME ANOTHER ORDER SO THAT YOU MAY BE A PLACE FOR ME TO LIVE, SO I WILL NOT FALL INTO ENDLESS DISORDER." AND THE ORDER OF THE ENTIRE HOUSE OF GLORY AGREED WITH HER WORD. SHE WAS BLESSED, AND THE HIGHER ORDER YIELDED TO HER. NOW THE GREAT DEMON BEGAN TO MAKE AEONS IN THE LIKENESS OF THE REAL ETERNAL REALMS, EXCEPT THAT HE PRODUCED THEM OUT OF HIS OWN POWER. I TOO REVEALED MY VOICE SECRETLY, SAYING, "STOP, STOP, YOU WHO WALK ON MATTER. LOOK, I AM COMING DOWN TO THE WORLD OF MORTALS FOR MY PORTION THAT WAS THERE FROM THE TIME WHEN THE INNOCENT SOPHIA WAS CONQUERED. SHE DESCENDED SO THAT I MIGHT COUNTER THEIR PLAN, WHICH WAS DETERMINED BY THE ONE WHO REVEALS HIMSELF THROUGH HER." EVERYONE IN THE HOUSE OF THE IGNORANT LIGHT WAS DISTURBED, AND THE ABYSS TREMBLED. THE CHIEF CREATOR [VICTORIA---BABYLON OR GREAT WITCH] OF IGNORANCE REIGNED OVER CHAOS AND THE UNDERWORLD AND PRODUCED A HUMAN BEING IN MY LIKENESS. BUT HE DIDN'T KNOW THAT HIS CREATION WOULD BE A DECREE OF HIS ANNULMENT, NOR DID HE RECOGNIZE THE POWER IN HIM. BUT NOW I HAVE COME DOWN AND REACHED CHAOS. I WAS THERE WITH MY OWN. I AM HIDDEN IN THEM, EMPOWERING THEM, AND GIVING THEM SHAPE. FROM THE FIRST DAY UNTIL THE DAY I GRANT ENORMOUS POWER TO THOSE WHO ARE MINE, I WILL REVEAL MYSELF TO THOSE WHO HAVE HEARD MY MYSTERIES, THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT. I AM THEIR FATHER [LUCIFER---SATAN OR DEVIL, AND I SHALL TELL YOU AN UTTERLY INEFFABLE AND UNSPEAKABLE MYSTERY: I TORE OFF FROM YOU THE BONDS AND BROKE THE CHAINS OF THE UNDERWORLD DEMONS, THE SAME RESTRAINTS THAT BOUND ME. I OVERTHREW THE HIGH WALLS OF DARKNESS, AND I BROKE THE SECURE GATES OF THOSE PITILESS ONES AND SMASHED THEIR BARS. AND I SPOKE OF THE EVIL FORCE AND THE ONE WHO BEATS AND HARMS YOU, THE TYRANT, THE ADVERSARY, THE KING, AND THE REAL ENEMY. I INFORMED ALL WHO ARE MINE, WHO ARE CHILDREN OF LIGHT, HOW TO NULLIFY THE ENEMIES, BE FREE OF BONDS, AND RETURN TO WHERE THEY FIRST WERE. I AM THE FIRST WHO DESCENDED FOR MY PORTION OF WHAT WAS LEFT BEHIND: THE SPIRIT IN THE SOUL, WHICH CAME FROM THE WATER OF LIFE AND THE IMMERSION OF THE MYSTERIES. I SPOKE AND THE ARCHONS AND AUTHORITIES SPOKE. I WENT UNDER THEIR LANGUAGE AND SPOKE MY MYSTERIES TO MY OWN—A HIDDEN MYSTERY—AND THE BONDS AND ETERNAL OBLIVION WERE NULLIFIED. AND I BORE FRUIT IN THEM, THE THOUGHT OF THE UNCHANGING ETERNAL REALM, AND MY HOUSE, AND THEIR FATHER. AND I WENT DOWN TO THOSE WHO WERE MINE FROM THE FIRST, AND REACHED THEM AND BROKE THE FIRST STRANDS THAT ENSLAVED THEM. THEN EVERYONE IN ME SHONE, AND I MADE A PATTERN FOR THOSE LIGHTS THAT ARE INEFFABLY IN ME. AMEN.
ON DESTINY: THE SECOND [TOP ROMAN] DESCENT
I AM THE VOICE THAT APPEARED THROUGH MY THOUGHT. I AM ONE JOINED TO ANOTHER. I AM CALLED THE THOUGHT OF THE INVISIBLE ONE. BECAUSE I AM CALLED THE UNCHANGING SPEECH, I AM CALLED SHE WHO IS JOINED TO ANOTHER. I AM ALONE AND UNDEFILED. I AM THE MOTHER OF THE VOICE, SPEAKING IN MANY WAYS, COMPLETING ALL. KNOWLEDGE IS IN ME, A KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS EVERLASTING. I SPEAK IN EVERY CREATURE, AND I WAS KNOWN BY ALL. I LIFT UP THE SPEECH OF THE VOICE TO THE EARS OF THOSE WHO HAVE KNOWN ME, THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT. NOW, I HAVE COME THE SECOND TIME IN THE LIKENESS OF A FEMALE AND HAVE SPOKEN WITH THEM. AND I SHALL TELL THEM OF THE COMING END OF THIS REALM AND TEACH THEM OF THE BEGINNING OF THE ETERNAL REALM TO COME, THE ONE WITHOUT CHANGE, THE ONE IN WHICH OUR APPEARANCE WILL BE CHANGED. WE SHALL BE PURIFIED IN THOSE ETERNAL REALMS FROM WHICH I REVEALED MYSELF IN THE THOUGHT OF THE LIKENESS OF MY MASCULINITY. I SETTLED AMONG THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY IN THE THOUGHT OF MY CHANGELESS ETERNAL REALM. I SHALL TELL YOU A MYSTERY OF THIS REALM AND OF ITS FORCES. BIRTH CRIES OUT; HOUR GIVES BIRTH TO HOUR, AND DAY GIVES BIRTH TO DAY. MONTHS REVEAL MONTHS, TIME FOLLOWS TIME. THIS REALM WAS COMPLETED IN THIS FASHION, AND AS QUICKLY, IT IS THOUGHT, AS A FINGER RELEASES A FINGER AND A JOINT, SEPARATES FROM A JOINT. WHEN THE GREAT AUTHORITIES KNEW THAT THE TIME OF FULFILLMENT HAD APPEARED—JUST AS THE TIME OF THE BIRTH PANGS CAME, THE TIME OF DESTRUCTION APPROACHED—THE ELEMENTS TREMBLED, AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE UNDERWORLD AND THE CEILINGS OF CHAOS SHOOK, AND A GREAT FIRE SHONE IN THEIR MIDST, AND ROCKS AND EARTH WERE SHAKEN LIKE A REED BY THE WIND. AND A GREAT THUNDER DISTURBED THE ALLOTMENTS OF FATE AND THOSE WHO APPORTION THE HOUSES. THE THRONES OF THE POWERS WERE DISTURBED BECAUSE THEY WERE OVERTURNED, AND THEIR KING WAS AFRAID. AND THOSE WHO FOLLOW FATE PAID THEIR ALLOTMENT OF VISITS TO THE PATH, AND SAID TO THE POWERS, "WHAT IS THIS DISTURBANCE AND THIS SHAKING WE HAVE FELT THROUGH THE VOICE OF EXALTED SPEECH? AND OUR ENTIRE WORLD HAS BEEN SHAKEN, THE ENTIRE CIRCUIT OF OUR PATH OF ASCENT HAS BEEN DESTROYED, AND OUR WAY UP TO THE CHIEF [TOP] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF OUR BIRTH NO LONGER EXISTS FOR US." THEN THE POWERS ANSWERED, SAYING, "WE TOO ARE AT A LOSS ABOUT IT BECAUSE WE DID NOT KNOW WHAT CAUSED IT. BUT GET UP AND LET'S GO TO THE CHIEF CREATOR AND ASK HIM." AND THE POWERS GATHERED AND WENT UP TO THE CHIEF CREATOR. THEY SAID TO HIM, "WHAT KIND OF BOASTING IS THIS? DIDN'T WE HEAR YOU SAY, 'I AM GOD, AND I AM YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] AND IT IS I WHO PRODUCED YOU, AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT ME'? NOW LOOK, THE AEON'S VOICE OF INVISIBLE SPEECH HAS APPEARED. WE DON'T RECOGNIZE THE VOICE, NOR TO WHOM WE BELONG, FOR THE VOICE THAT WE HEARD IS FOREIGN AND ITS ORIGIN UNKNOWN. IT CAME AND TERRIFIED AND WEAKENED OUR ARMS. SO, LET'S WEEP AND MOURN BITTERLY! AND LET US FLY AWAY BEFORE WE ARE FORCIBLY IMPRISONED AND TAKEN DOWN TO THE BOWELS OF THE UNDERWORLD. ALREADY THE SLACKENING OF OUR BONDAGE IS NEAR, AND TIME IS SHORT, AND THE DAYS ARE BRIEF, AND OUR TIME FULFILLED. THE WEEPING OF OUR DESTRUCTION IS NEAR AND WE MAY BE TAKEN TO THE PLACE WE RECOGNIZE. THE TREE FROM WHICH WE GREW HAS FRUIT OF IGNORANCE. DEATH IS IN ITS LEAVES, AND DARKNESS UNDER THE SHADOW OF ITS BOUGHS. IN DECEIT AND LUST, WE HARVESTED THE TREE THROUGH WHICH IGNORANT CHAOS BECAME OUR HOME. FOR LOOK, EVEN THE CHIEF CREATOR OF OUR BIRTH, ABOUT WHOM WE BOAST, DID NOT KNOW THIS SPEECH." O CHILDREN OF THOUGHT, HEAR ME, HEAR THE SPEECH OF THE MOTHER OF YOUR MERCY. YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO OWN THE MYSTERY HIDDEN FROM ETERNITY. NOW ACCEPT IT. AND THE END OF THIS REALM AND OF THE LIFE OF INJUSTICE IS NEAR, AND THE BEGINNING OF THE COMING ETERNAL REALM DAWNS AND WILL NEVER CHANGE. I AM ANDROGYNOUS. I AM MOTHER [VICTORIA---BABYLON OR WITCH] AND FATHER [LUCIFER---SATAN OR DEVIL]. I COPULATE [HAVE SEXUAL INTERCOURSE OR FUCK] WITH MYSELF [ROMANS 1:32]. I COPULATE [HAVE SEXUAL INTERCOURSE OR FUCK] WITH MYSELF AND WITH THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] LOVE ME [ROMANS 1:21-28], AND THROUGH ME ALONE ALL ARE STANDING FIRM. I AM THE WOMB THAT GIVES SHAPE TO ALL BY BEARING LIGHT SHINING IN SPLENDOR. I AM THE COMING ETERNAL REALM. I AM THE FULFILLMENT OF ALL, MEIROTHEA THE GLORY OF THE MOTHER. I CAST THE VOICE'S SPEECH INTO THE EARS OF THOSE WHO KNOW ME. I INVITE YOU INTO THE HIGH PERFECT LIGHT. WHEN YOU ENTER LIGHT, YOU WILL BE GLORIFIED BY THOSE WHO GIVE GLORY, AND THOSE WHO ENTHRONE WILL ENTHRONE YOU. YOU WILL RECEIVE ROBES FROM THOSE WHO GIVE ROBES, THE BAPTIZERS WILL BAPTIZE YOU, AND YOU WILL BECOME EXCEEDINGLY GLORIOUS, THE WAY YOU FIRST WERE WHEN YOU WERE LIGHT. I HID IN EVERYONE AND REVEALED MYSELF IN THEM, AND EVERY MIND SEEKING ME LONGED FOR ME, FOR I GAVE SHAPE TO THE FULL REALM WHEN IT HAD NO FORM. I TRANSFORMED THEIR FORMS INTO OTHER FORMS UNTIL THE TIME WHEN FORM IS GIVEN TO EVERYONE. THE VOICE CAME THROUGH ME. I CREATED BREATH IN MY PEOPLE. AND I CAST THE ETERNALLY HOLY SPIRIT INTO THEM, AND I ASCENDED AND ENTERED MY LIGHT. I GOT ON MY BRANCH AND SAT AMONG THE CHILDREN OF HOLY LIGHT. AND I WITHDREW TO WHERE THEY LIVED. AMEN. 
THE WORD OF APPEARANCE: THE THIRD [TOP GREEEK] DESCENT
I AM THE WORD IN THE INEFFABLE VOICE. I AM IN UNDEFILED LIGHT, AND THOUGHT CAME CLEARLY THROUGH THE GREAT SPEECH OF THE MOTHER, THOUGH A MALE OFFSPRING IS MY FOUNDATION. SPEECH EXISTS FROM THE BEGINNING IN THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE FULL REALM. BUT A LIGHT, HIDES IN SILENCE, AND IT WAS FIRST TO APPEAR. WHEREAS THE MOTHER ALONE EXISTS AS SILENCE, I ALONE AM THE INEFFABLE, INCORRUPTIBLE, IMMEASURABLE, AND INCONCEIVABLE WORD. THE WORD IS HIDDEN LIGHT BEARING FRUIT OF LIFE, POURING LIVING WATER FROM THE INVISIBLE, UNPOLLUTED, IMMEASURABLE SPRING. THE SOURCE IS THE INIMITABLE VOICE OF THE MOTHER'S GLORY, THE GLORY OF GOD'S OFFSPRING, THE MALE VIRGIN IN HIDDEN INTELLECT, SILENCE HIDDEN FROM EVERYONE, INIMITABLE, IMMEASURABLE LIGHT, THE FULL SOURCE AND ROOT OF THE WHOLE ETERNAL REALM. IT IS THE FOUNDATION OF EVERY MOVEMENT OF THE ETERNAL REALMS THAT ARE OF MIGHTY GLORY. IT IS THE BASE OF EVERY FOUNDATION, THE BREATH OF POWERS. IT IS THE EYE OF THE THREE PERMANENCES, WHICH ARE A VOICE IN THOUGHT. IT IS A WORD IN SPEECH. IT WAS SENT TO ILLUMINE THOSE IN DARKNESS. LOOK, I WILL REVEAL MY MYSTERIES BECAUSE YOU ARE MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS, AND YOU WILL KNOW THEM. I TOLD THEM ABOUT MY MYSTERIES THAT EXIST IN THE INEFFABLE, INEXPRESSIBLE ETERNAL REALMS. I TAUGHT THEM THE MYSTERIES THROUGH THE VOICE OF PERFECT INTELLECT, AND I BECAME A FOUNDATION FOR ALL AND I STRENGTHENED THEM. THE SECOND TIME I CAME AS MY VOICE'S SPEECH. I SHAPED THOSE WHO TOOK SHAPE BEFORE THEIR COMPLETION. THE THIRD TIME I REVEALED MYSELF IN THEIR TENTS AS THE WORD. I REVEALED MYSELF IN THE LIKENESS OF THEIR SHAPE. I WORE EVERYONE'S GARMENT. I HID IN THEM, AND THEY DIDN'T KNOW WHO STRENGTHENS ME. FOR I AM IN ALL DOMINIONS AND POWERS AND AMONG ANGELS AND IN EVERY MOVEMENT IN MATTER. I HID IN THEM UNTIL I REVEALED MYSELF TO MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS. NONE OF THE POWERS KNEW ME, THOUGH I WORK IN THEM. THEY THOUGHT THEY CREATED EVERYTHING, BECAUSE THEY ARE IGNORANT. THEY DIDN'T KNOW THE ROOT AND SOURCE OF THEIR GROWTH. I AM LIGHT ILLUMINING ALL. I AM LIGHT HAPPY IN MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS. I CAME DOWN TO THE WORLD OF MORTALS BECAUSE OF THE SPIRIT IN WHAT DESCENDED AND CAME FROM THE INNOCENT SOPHIA. I CAME AND DELIVERED…AND WENT...THAT WHICH HE ONCE HAD. I GAVE HIM SOME OF THE LIVING WATER, WHICH STRIPS HIM OF CHAOS IN UTTERMOST DARKNESS, IN THE WHOLE ABYSS, WHICH IS CORPOREAL AND PSY-
CHICAL THOUGHT. ALL THESE I PUT ON. AND I STRIPPED HIM OF INFERIOR THOUGHT AND CLOTHED HIM IN SHINING LIGHT: KNOWLEDGE OF THE THOUGHT OF FATHERHOOD. I DELIVERED HIM TO THOSE WHO GIVE ROBES—YAMMON, ELASSO, AMENAI—AND THEY COVERED HIM WITH A ROBE FROM THE ROBES OF THE LIGHT; I DELIVERED HIM TO THE BAPTIZERS AND THEY BAPTIZED HIM—MICHEUS, MICHAR, MNESINOUS—AND THEY IMMERSED HIM IN THE SPRING OF THE WATER OF LIFE. I DELIVERED HIM TO THOSE WHO ENTHRONE—BARIEL, NOUTHAN, SABENAI—AND THEY ENTHRONED HIM FROM THE THRONE OF GLORY. I DELIVERED HIM TO THOSE WHO GLORIFY—ARIOM, ELIEN, PHARIEL—AND THEY GLORIFIED HIM WITH THE GLORY OF THE FATHERHOOD. AND THOSE WHO SNATCH AWAY, SNATCHED AWAY—KAMALIEL…SAMBLO, THE SERVANTS OF THE GREAT HOLY LUMINARIES—AND THEY TOOK HIM INTO THE PLACE OF THE LIGHT OF HIS FATHERHOOD. AND HE RECEIVED THE FIVE SEALS FROM THE LIGHT OF THE MOTHER, FIRST THOUGHT, AND IT WAS GRANTED HIM TO PARTAKE OF THE MYSTERY OF KNOWLEDGE, AND HE BECAME A LIGHT IN LIGHT. SO, NOW...I WAS IN THEM, IN EACH ONE'S FORM. THE RULERS THOUGHT I WAS THEIR ANOINTED. ACTUALLY, I DWELL IN EVERYONE. INDEED, WITHIN THOSE IN WHOM I REVEALED MYSELF AS LIGHT, I ELUDED THE RULERS. I AM THEIR BELOVED, FOR IN THAT PLACE I CLOTHED MYSELF AS THE SON OF THE CHIEF CREATOR, AND I WAS LIKE HIM UNTIL THE END OF HIS REGIME, WHICH IS THE IGNORANCE OF CHAOS. AND AMONG THE ANGELS I REVEALED MYSELF IN THEIR LIKENESS, AND AMONG THE POWERS AS IF I WERE ONE OF THEM, BUT AMONG THE HUMAN CHILDREN AS IF I WERE A HUMAN CHILD, EVEN THOUGH I AM FATHER [STEPHEN] OF EVERYONE. I HID IN THEM ALL UNTIL I REVEALED MYSELF AMONG MY MEMBERS, WHICH ARE MINE, AND I TAUGHT THEM ABOUT THE INEFFABLE ORDINANCES, AND ABOUT THE BROTHERS AND SISTERS. BUT THEY ARE INEXPRESSIBLE TO EVERY SOVEREIGNTY AND EVERY RULING POWER EXCEPT TO THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT, DECREED BY THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THESE ARE THE GLORIES THAT ARE HIGHER THAN EVERY GLORY, THAT IS, THE FIVE SEALS, COMPLETE BY VIRTUE OF INTELLECT. ONE WHO POSSESSES THE FIVE SEALS WITH THESE NAMES HAS STRIPPED OFF THE GARMENTS OF IGNORANCE AND PUT ON SHINING LIGHT. AND NOTHING WILL APPEAR TO ONE WHO BELONGS TO THE POWERS OF THE RULERS. IN THEM DARKNESS WILL DISSOLVE AND IGNORANCE DIE. AND THOUGHT OF THE SCATTERED CREATURE WILL HAVE A SINGLE APPEARANCE, AND DARK CHAOS WILL DISSOLVE…UNTIL I REVEAL MYSELF TO MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS AND GATHER ALL MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN MY ETERNAL KINGDOM. I PROCLAIMED THE INEFFABLE FIVE SEALS TO THEM SO THAT I MIGHT LIVE IN THEM AND THEY IN ME. I WORE JESUS. I CARRIED HIM FROM THE CURSED WOOD AND SET HIM IN HIS FATHER'S HOUSE. AND THOSE WHO GUARD THEIR HOUSES DIDN'T RECOGNIZE ME. MY SEED AND I ARE UNRESTRAINED. MY SEED IS MINE. I SHALL PLACE IT IN HOLY LIGHT IN INTANGIBLE SILENCE. AMEN.
THE THREE STELES [STONE TABLETS] OF SETH
THE REVELATION OF DOSITHEOS ABOUT THE THREE STELES OF SETH, FATHER OF THE LIVING AND UNSHAKABLE RACE. HE REMEMBERED WHAT HE SAW, UNDERSTOOD, AND READ, AND GAVE IT TO THE CHOSEN, JUST AS IT WAS WRITTEN THERE. OFTEN, I HAVE JOINED IN GLORIFYING WITH THE POWERS, AND I WAS CONSIDERED WORTHY BY THE IMMEASURABLE MAJESTIES. THE STELES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
THE FIRST STELE [STONE TABLET] OF SETH
I PRAISE YOU, FATHER GERADAMAS, I, YOUR SON EMMACHA SETH, WHOM YOU PRODUCED WITHOUT GENERATION FOR THE PRAISE OF OUR GOD. I AM YOUR SON AND YOU ARE MY MIND, O MY FATHER. I HAVE SOWN AND PRODUCED, BUT YOU HAVE SEEN THE MAJESTIES AND HAVE STOOD ENDLESSLY. I PRAISE YOU, FATHER. PRAISE ME, FATHER. BECAUSE OF YOU I AM, BECAUSE OF GOD YOU ARE, BECAUSE OF YOU I AM WITH HIM. YOU ARE LIGHT AND YOU SEE LIGHT. YOU HAVE REVEALED LIGHT. YOU ARE A MIROTHEAS, YOU ARE MY MIROTHEOS. I PRAISE YOU AS GOD, I PRAISE YOUR DIVINITY. GREAT IS THE GOOD ONE, SELF-CONCEIVED, WHO STOOD, THE GOD WHO WAS FIRST TO STAND. YOU CAME IN GOODNESS, YOU APPEARED AND YOU REVEALED GOODNESS. I SHALL SPEAK YOUR NAME, YOU ARE A PRIMARY NAME. YOU ARE UNBORN, YOU HAVE APPEARED TO REVEAL THE ETERNAL. YOU ARE WHO IS, SO, YOU HAVE REVEALED THOSE WHO REALLY ARE. YOU ARE UTTERED BY A VOICE, BUT BY MIND YOU ARE GLORIFIED. YOU ARE POWERFUL EVERYWHERE SO THE WORLD OF SENSES ALSO KNOWS YOU, BECAUSE OF YOU AND YOUR SEED. YOU ARE MERCIFUL AND FROM ANOTHER RACE, AND IT IS PLACED OVER ANOTHER RACE. NOW, YOU ARE FROM ANOTHER RACE, AND IT IS PLACED OVER ANOTHER RACE. YOU ARE FROM ANOTHER RACE, YOU ARE DIFFERENT. YOU ARE MERCIFUL, YOU ARE ETERNAL. YOU ARE PLACED OVER A RACE, YOU MADE ALL THESE INCREASE BECAUSE OF MY SEED, AND YOU KNOW IT IS PLACED IN GENERATION. 'BUT THEY ARE FROM OTHER RACES, THEY ARE DIFFERENT. THEY ARE PLACED OVER OTHER RACES, THEY ARE PLACED IN LIFE. YOU ARE A MIROTHEOS. I PRAISE ITS POWER GIVEN TO ME. YOU WHO MADE THE MASCULINITIES THAT REALLY ARE THREE TIMES MALE, WHO WERE DIVIDED INTO FIVE, WHO WERE GIVEN TO US IN TRIPLE POWER, WHO WERE CONCEIVED WITHOUT GENERATION, WHO CAME FORTH FROM THE SUPERIOR AND FOR THE INFERIOR ENTERED THE MIDST, YOU ARE A PARENT THROUGH A PARENT, A WORD FROM A COMMAND. WE PRAISE YOU, TRIPLE MALE, YOU HAVE UNIFIED ALL THROUGH THEM ALL, YOU HAVE EMPOWERED US. YOU CAME INTO BEING FROM ONE, FROM ONE YOU LEFT. YOU HAVE COME TO ONE. YOU HAVE SAVED, YOU HAVE SAVED, YOU HAVE SAVED US, YOU WHO ARE CROWNED AND CROWN. WE PRAISE YOU ETERNALLY, WE PRAISE YOU, WE WHO ARE SAVED, WHO ARE PERFECT BEINGS, WHO ARE PERFECT BECAUSE OF YOU, WHO HAVE BECOME PERFECT WITH YOU. YOU WHO ARE COMPLETE, WHO COMPLETE, WHO ARE PERFECT THROUGH ALL THESE, WHO ARE EVERYWHERE SIMILAR, TRIPLE MALE, YOU HAVE STOOD, YOU WERE FIRST TO STAND. YOU HAVE BEEN DIVIDED EVERYWHERE, YOU HAVE REMAINED ONE. WHOMEVER YOU WISHED YOU HAVE SAVED, AND YOU WISH THAT ALL WHO ARE WORTHY BE SAVED. YOU ARE PERFECT, YOU ARE PERFECT, YOU ARE PERFECT. 
THE SECOND STELE [STONE TABLET] OF SETH
GREAT IS THE FIRST ETERNAL REALM, MALE VIRGIN BARBELO, THE FIRST GLORY OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER [STEPHEN]. YOU WHO ARE CALLED PERFECT FIRST SAW THAT THE ONE WHO REALLY PREEXISTS IS NOT. FROM THAT ONE AND THROUGH IT YOU HAVE COME INTO BEING FIRST AND FOREVER, YOU WHO ARE NONEXISTENT FROM ONE, THE INDIVISIBLE, TRIPLE POWER. YOU ARE A TRIPLE POWER, YOU ARE A GREAT ONE FROM A PURE ONE. YOU ARE A SUPERIOR ONE, FIRST SHADOW OF THE HOLY FATHER [STEPHEN], LIGHT FROM LIGHT. WE PRAISE YOU, MAKER OF PERFECTION, DONOR OF ETERNAL REALMS. YOU SAW THAT THOSE WHO ARE ETERNAL ARE FROM A SHADOW. YOU HAVE CONFERRED MULTIPLICITY, YOU HAVE FOUND AND REMAINED ONE, WHILE STILL CONFERRING MULTIPLICITY THROUGH DIVISION. YOU ARE A THREEFOLD REPLICATION, TRULY YOU ARE REPLICATED THREE TIMES. YOU ARE ONE, OF THE ONE, AND YOU ARE FROM ITS SHADOW. YOU ARE HIDDEN, YOU ARE A WORLD OF KNOWLEDGE, YOU KNOW THAT THOSE WHO ARE OF THE ONE ARE FROM SHADOW. AND THEY ARE YOURS IN YOUR HEART. BECAUSE OF THEM YOU MADE THE ETERNAL BE, YOU MADE DIVINITY LIVE, YOU MADE KNOWLEDGE GOOD, IN BLESSEDNESS YOU MADE THE SHADOWS FLOWING FROM THE ONE. YOU MADE ONE IN UNDERSTANDING; YOU MADE ANOTHER IN CREATION. YOU MADE THE EQUAL AND THE UNEQUAL, THE SIMILAR AND THE DIFFERENT. YOU HAVE EMPOWERED IN GENERATION AND FORMATION, BY THAT WHICH IS, TO OTHERS…AND GENERATION. YOU HAVE GIVEN THESE-STRENGTH, HIDDEN IN THE HEART, AND YOU CAME FORTH TO THEM AND FROM THEM. YOU ARE DIVIDED AMONG THEM AND BECOME A GREAT MALE FIRST-APPEARING MIND. FATHER GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], DIVINE CHILD, MAKER OF MULTIPLICITY, IN DIVIDING ALL THOSE WHO REALLY ARE, YOU REVEALED TO THEM ALL A WORD. YOU POSSESS THEM ALL WITHOUT BIRTH, ETERNALLY, IMPERISHABLY. BECAUSE OF YOU, SALVATION HAS COME TO US, FROM YOU COMES SALVATION. YOU ARE WISDOM, YOU ARE KNOWLEDGE, YOU ARE TRUTH. BECAUSE OF YOU IS LIFE, FROM YOU, LIFE. BECAUSE OF YOU IS MIND, FROM YOU MIND. YOU ARE MIND, YOU ARE A WORLD OF TRUTH. YOU ARE A TRIPLE POWER, YOU ARE A THREEFOLD REPLICATION, TRULY YOU ARE REPLICATED THREE TIMES, THE ETERNAL REALM OF ETERNAL REALMS. YOU ALONE SEE PURELY THE FIRST, UNDYING, UNBORN ONES AND THE FIRST DIVISIONS, AS YOU WERE DIVIDED. UNIFY US AS YOU WERE UNIFIED. TEACH US WHAT YOU SEE. GIVE US STRENGTH SO WE MAY BE SAVED TO ETERNAL LIFE. WE ARE A SHADOW OF YOU...AS YOU ARE A SHADOW OF THAT FIRST PREEXISTENT ONE. HEAR US FIRST. WE ARE ETERNAL. HEAR US AS PERFECT BEINGS. YOU ARE THE ETERNAL REALM OF ETERNAL REALMS, THE ALL-PERFECT ONE, WHO IS ESTABLISHED. YOU, HAVE HEARD, YOU HAVE HEARD. YOU HAVE SAVED, YOU HAVE SAVED. WE GIVE THANKS, WE PRAISE ALWAYS, WE SHALL GLORIFY YOU. 
THE THIRD STELE [STONE TABLET] OF SETH
WE REJOICE, WE REJOICE, WE REJOICE. WE SAW, WE SAW, WE SAW, WHAT REALLY PREEXISTS, THAT IT REALLY IS AND IS THE FIRST ETERNAL ONE. YOU, UNBORN, FROM YOU COME THE ETERNAL ONES AND ETERNAL REALMS, THE ALL-PERFECT ONES, WHO ARE ESTABLISHED, AND THE PERFECT BEINGS. WE PRAISE YOU, NONBEING, REALITY BEFORE REALITIES, FIRST BEING BEFORE BEINGS, FATHER [STEPHEN] OF DIVINITY AND LIFE, [TRUE] CREATOR OF MIND, DONOR OF GOODNESS, DONOR OF BLESSEDNESS. WE ALL PRAISE YOU, YOU WHO KNOW, WITH GLORIFYING PRAISE, YOU, BECAUSE OF WHOM ALL THESE ARE...WHO KNOW YOURSELF THROUGH YOURSELF ALONE. THERE IS NOTHING ACTIVE PRIOR TO YOU. YOU ARE SPIRIT, ALONE AND LIVING. YOU KNOW THE ONE, THAT WE CANNOT SPEAK OF THIS ONE, WHICH IS YOURS EVERYWHERE. YOUR LIGHT ENLIGHTENS US. COMMAND US TO SEE YOU SO WE MAY BE SAVED. KNOWLEDGE OF YOU IS OUR SALVATION. COMMAND! IF YOU COMMAND, WE HAVE BEEN SAVED. TRULY WE ARE SAVED. WE HAVE SEEN YOU THROUGH MIND. YOU ARE ALL THESE AND SAVE THEM ALL, YOU WHO WILL NOT BE SAVED NOR HAVE BEEN SAVED BY THEM. YOU HAVE COMMANDED US. YOU ARE ONE, YOU ARE ONE, AS ONE MIGHT TELL YOU, YOU ARE ONE. YOU ARE A SINGLE, LIVING SPIRIT. HOW SHALL WE GIVE YOU A NAME? WE HAVE NONE. YOU ARE THEIR EXISTENCE, YOU ARE THEIR LIFE, YOU ARE THEIR MIND. IN YOU THEY REJOICE. YOU ORDERED THEM SAVED THROUGH YOUR WORD...THE SINGLE GLORY, AT THE FORE, O HIDDEN ONE, BLESSED SENAON, WHO CONCEIVED HIMSELF, ASINEUS MEPHNEUS OPTAON ELEMAON, THE GREAT POWER EMOUNIAR NIBAREUS KANDEPHOROS APHREDON DEIPHANEUS YOU WHO ARE MY ARMEDON YOU, GENERATOR OF POWERS THALANATHEUS ANTITHEUS. YOU ARE IN YOU, YOU ARE BEFORE YOU, AND AFTER YOU NONE HAVE COME TO ACT. HOW SHALL WE PRAISE YOU? WE CANNOT, BUT WE THANK YOU, WE WHO ARE INFERIOR. FOR YOU COMMANDED US, YOU WHO ARE OUR SUPERIOR, TO GLORIFY YOU AS BEST WE CAN. WE PRAISE YOU BECAUSE WE ARE SAVED AND WE ALWAYS GLORIFY YOU. NOW WE SHALL GLORIFY YOU THAT WE BE SAVED TO ETERNAL SALVATION. WE HAVE PRAISED YOU FOR WE CAN. WE HAVE BEEN SAVED. YOU ALWAYS WISHED US TO DO IT. WE HAVE DONE IT. WHOEVER REMEMBERS THESE AND ALWAYS GLORIFIES WILL BE PERFECT AMONG THE PERFECT AND FREE OF SUFFERING BEYOND ALL THINGS. THEY ALL PRAISE THESE, INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY, AND AFTERWARD THEY WILL BE SILENT. AS ASSIGNED, THEY ASCEND. AFTER SILENCE, THEY DESCEND FROM THE THIRD. THEY PRAISE THE SECOND, AND AFTERWARD THE FIRST. THE WAY OF ASCENT IS THE WAY OF DESCENT. SO, UNDERSTAND, AS THOSE WHO ARE ALIVE, THAT YOU HAVE SUCCEEDED. YOU HAVE TAUGHT YOURSELVES ABOUT THINGS INFINITE. MARVEL AT THE TRUTH WITHIN THEM, AND AT THE REVELATION
THE GNOSTIC BOOK OF THE VISION OF THE FOREIGNER
THROUGH A PRIMARY REVELATION OF THE FIRST ONE, WHICH IS UNKNOWN TO ALL, I SAW THE GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT IS GREATER THAN PERFECTION, AND THE TRIPLE POWER THAT EXISTS IN ALL. I WAS SEEKING THE INEFFABLE, UNKNOWABLE GOD, OF WHICH PEOPLE ARE IGNORANT EVEN IF THEY UNDERSTAND IT AT ALL, THE MEDIATION OF THE TRIPLE POWER, WHICH IS LOCATED IN STILLNESS AND SILENCE AND IS UNKNOWABLE. WHEN I WAS EMPOWERED BY THESE THINGS, THE POWERS OF THE LUMINARIES SAID TO ME, YOU, HAVE DONE ENOUGH TO HINDER THE INACTIVITY THAT IS IN YOU BY SEEKING WHAT IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE. RATHER, HEAR ABOUT IT, AS IS POSSIBLE, THROUGH A PRIMARY REVELATION AND A REVELATION. DOES IT EXIST THROUGH ITS OWN BEING, OR DOES IT EXIST AND WILL IT COME FURTHER INTO BEING? DOES IT ACT? DOES IT KNOW? IS IT ALIVE? FOR IT HAS NO MIND, NO LIFE, NOTHING REAL—AND NOTHING UNREAL, INCOMPREHENSIBLY. DOES IT COME FROM WHAT IT HAS? NO, THERE IS NOTHING AT ALL LEFT OVER, AS IF IT CAUSES SOMETHING TO BE UNDERTAKEN, OR IT PURIFIES SOMETHING, OR IT RECEIVES OR GIVES SOMETHING. NOR IS IT LIMITED BY ITS OWN DESIRE OR BY GIVING OR BY RECEIVING FROM ANOTHER. ITS DESIRE IS NOT FROM ITSELF, NOR DOES DESIRE COME TO IT FROM ANYTHING ELSE, YET IT DOES NOT GIVE ANYTHING OF ITSELF, OR IT WOULD BE LIMITED. THUS, IT HAS NO NEED OF MIND OR LIFE OR ANYTHING, FOR IT IS GREATER THAN ALL IN ITS ULTIMACY AND INCOMPREHENSIBILITY, IN NONEXISTENT REALITY. IT HAS SILENCE AND STILLNESS NOT TO BE LIMITED BY THE UNLIMITED. IT IS NOT DIVINITY OR BLESSEDNESS OR PERFECTION; RATHER, IT IS SOMETHING UNKNOWABLE. NOT THAT IT HAS THIS, BUT IT IS GREATER THAN BLESSEDNESS AND DIVINITY AND PERFECTION. IT IS NOT PERFECT, BUT GREATER. IT IS NOT INFINITE OR LIMITED BY ANOTHER, BUT GREATER. IT IS NOT CORPOREAL AND IS NOT INCORPOREAL. IT IS NOT LARGE AND IT IS NOT SMALL. IT IS NOT QUANTIFIABLE, NOT A CREATED THING. IT IS NOT SOMETHING THAT EXISTS, WHICH PEOPLE CAN UNDERSTAND, BUT SOMETHING GREATER, WHICH NO ONE CAN UNDERSTAND. IT IS A FIRST REVELATION AND KNOWLEDGE OF ITSELF, SINCE IT ALONE UNDERSTANDS ITSELF. FOR IT IS NOT AMONG THE THINGS THAT EXIST, BUT IS GREATER AMONG WHAT IS GREATER. AND IT IS LIKE WHAT IT HAS AND UNLIKE WHAT IT HAS. IT IS NOT PART OF AN ETERNAL REALM NOR TIME, AND IT RECEIVES NOTHING FROM ANYONE. IT IS NOT LIMITED, NOR DOES IT LIMIT, NOR IS IT ILLIMITABLE. IT IS SELF-KNOWLEDGE, SINCE IT IS UNKNOWABLE, AND IT IS GREATER THAN WHAT IS GOOD IN ITS UNKNOWABILITY, HAVING BLESSEDNESS AND PERFECTION AND SILENCE—NOT BLESSEDNESS OR PERFECTION OR STILLNESS, BUT SOMETHING THAT IS, THAT NO ONE CAN UNDERSTAND, BEING AT REST. 
THE GNOSTIC BOOK OF THE SERMON OF ZOSTRIANOS
A LOST CROWD I AWAKENED, SAYING, YOU, WHO ARE ALIVE, HOLY OFFSPRING OF SETH, UNDERSTAND THIS. DO NOT TURN A DEAF EAR TO ME. AWAKEN YOUR DIVINITY TO DIVINITY AND STRENGTHEN YOUR UNDEFILED CHOSEN SOULS. OBSERVE THE CONSTANT CHANGE THAT IS HERE AND SEEK THE UNCHANGING STATE OF BEING UNBORN. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL THESE BEINGS INVITES YOU. WHEN YOU ARE BEING REBUKED AND MALTREATED, HE WILL NOT FORSAKE YOU. DO NOT WASH YOURSELVES WITH DEATH, NOR RELY ON THOSE WHO ARE INFERIOR AS IF THEY WERE SUPERIOR. FLEE FROM THE MADNESS AND THE FETTER OF FEMALENESS AND CHOOSE THE SALVATION OF MALENESS. YOU HAVE COME NOT TO SUFFER BUT TO BREAK YOUR FETTERS. BREAK FREE, AND WHAT HAS BOUND YOU WILL BE BROKEN. SAVE YOURSELVES SO THAT PART MAY BE SAVED. THE GOOD FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS SENT YOU THE SAVIOR [ENOCH] AND HAS STRENGTHENED YOU. WHY ARE YOU WAITING? SEEK WHEN YOU ARE SOUGHT. WHEN YOU ARE INVITED, LISTEN, FOR THE TIME IS SHORT. DO NOT BE LED ASTRAY. GREAT IS THE ETERNAL REALM OF THE ETERNAL REALMS OF THE LIVING, BUT GREAT ALSO IS THE PUNISHMENT OF THE UNCONVINCED. MANY FETTERS AND PUNISHERS SURROUND YOU. GET AWAY QUICKLY BEFORE DESTRUCTION OVERTAKES YOU. LOOK TO THE LIGHT, FLY FROM THE DARKNESS. DO NOT BE LED ASTRAY TO DESTRUCTION. 
THE GNOSTIC BOOK OF THUNDER
I WAS SENT FORTH FROM THE (CHRISTIC) POWER (THE SOLAR LOGOS), AND I HAVE COME TO THOSE WHO REFLECT UPON ME (IN MEDITATION), AND I HAVE BEEN FOUND AMONG THOSE WHO SEEK AFTER ME (WITHIN THEMSELVES THROUGH RIGOROUS SELF-ANALYSIS AND PSYCHOLOGICAL WORK, FOR I CANNOT ABIDE WHERE THERE IS IMPERFECTION). LOOK UPON ME, YOU WHO REFLECT UPON ME (IN MEDITATION), AND YOU HEARERS (“WHO HAVE THE VISHUDDHA EAR”, THAT IS THOSE WHO HAVE UNDERSTANDING OF THE ESOTERIC TEACHINGS), HEAR ME. YOU WHO ARE WAITING FOR ME, TAKE ME TO YOURSELVES (THROUGH TRANSMUTATION; DO NOT WASTE YOUR SEXUAL ENERGIES FOOLISHLY). AND DO NOT BANISH ME FROM YOUR (INNER) SIGHT (SEE ME WITHIN ALL THINGS, IN ALL MOMENTS; THAT IS, REMEMBER YOUR TRUE SELF). AND DO NOT MAKE YOUR VOICE (VERB) HATE ME (THROUGH WRONG SPEECH), NOR YOUR HEARING (OF USELESS CONVERSATION OR IMPURE LANGUAGE). DO NOT BE IGNORANT OF ME ANYWHERE OR ANY TIME (DO NOT LOSE YOUR AWARENESS). BE ON YOUR GUARD!  (AWAKEN FROM MOMENT TO MOMENT!) DO NOT BE IGNORANT OF ME (DO NOT SLEEP; AWAKEN YOUR CONSCIOUSNESS, AND SEEK TO KNOW ME THROUGH KNOWING YOURSELF: THAT IS, GNOSIS). FOR (AS CHRISTIC SUBSTANCE) I AM THE FIRST (IN DAATH, TANTRIC KNOWLEDGE) AND THE LAST (IN YESOD). I AM THE HONORED ONE (OF THE CHASTE ONES) AND THE SCORNED ONE (OF THE FORNICATORS). I AM THE WHORE AND THE HOLY ONE (OF THE ARCANUM SIX, BECAUSE I TEMPT THE FOOLS AND GUIDE THE WISE ONES). I AM THE WIFE AND THE VIRGIN (BECAUSE I AM YOUR COMPANION ON THE PATH). I AM <THE MOTHER> AND THE DAUGHTER (OF THE INITIATE, BECAUSE I GIVE BIRTH TO HIM, AND HE GIVES BIRTH TO ME). I AM THE MEMBERS OF MY MOTHER (I AM SHE WHO IS THE WOMB OF EVERYTHING, AND I AM BORN OF HER). I AM THE BARREN ONE (THE BLACK MADONNA, THE UNFECUNDATED DIVINE MOTHER, WHO SLEEPS IN THOSE WHO HAVE NOT AWAKENED THE SACRED FIRE) AND MANY ARE HER SONS (EGOS). I AM SHE WHOSE WEDDING (POWER IN YESOD) IS GREAT, AND (AM DORMANT BECAUSE) I HAVE NOT TAKEN A HUSBAND. I AM THE MIDWIFE (OF THE SON OF MAN) AND SHE WHO DOES NOT BEAR (BUT THE SON OF GOD). I AM THE SOLACE OF MY LABOR PAINS (BECAUSE I CLEAN THE IMPURITIES OF MY LABORS). I AM (WITHIN) THE BRIDE AND THE BRIDEGROOM, AND IT IS MY HUSBAND (BINAH, THE HOLY SPIRIT) WHO BEGOT ME (WITH THE WORD I-A-O). I AM (BINAH) THE MOTHER OF MY FATHER (CHOKMAH) AND THE SISTER OF MY HUSBAND (SHIVA, BINAH, THE HOLY SPIRIT) AND HE IS MY OFFSPRING (FOR BINAH IS GOD, THE MONAD THAT IS BORN WITHIN EVERY SELF-REALIZED INITIATE). I AM THE SLAVE OF HIM WHO PREPARED ME (WITH A SPEAR TO THE BATTLE OF THE ENEMIES OF GOD). I AM THE RULER OF MY OFFSPRING (BECAUSE THE POWER OF MY CHILDREN COMES FROM ME). BUT HE (THE CHASTE ONE) IS THE ONE WHO BEGOT ME (IN THE FORGE OF THE CYCLOPS) BEFORE THE TIME ON A (SECOND) BIRTHDAY. AND HE (CHOKMAH AS THE SON OF MAN) IS MY OFFSPRING IN (DUE) TIME, AND MY POWER IS FROM HIM (THROUGH BINAH THAT FUELS ME WITH HIS PURE SEXUAL ENERGY, SEXUAL PURITY). I AM THE STAFF (SPINAL COLUMN) OF HIS (SEXUAL) POWER IN HIS (INITIATIC) YOUTH (THE FIRST INITIATIONS OF MAJOR MYSTERIES), AND HE IS THE ROD (OF KINGS) OF MY OLD AGE (FOR I AM ANCIENT AND ETERNAL, AND GIVE POWER TO BECOME A KING OR MALACHIM). AND WHATEVER HE (MY SON, THE INITIATE) WILLS (THROUGH TIPHERETH) HAPPENS TO ME (FOR AS HE ACHIEVES INITIATIC GLORY, SO AM I GLORIFIED; AND AS HE FAILS AND DESCENDS INTO DISGRACE, SO AM I DISGRACED). I AM THE SILENCE THAT IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE (THE EMPTINESS, THE VOID) AND THE IDEA WHOSE REMEMBRANCE IS FREQUENT (BECAUSE I ENLIVEN ALL PHENOMENA). I AM THE VOICE (VERB) WHOSE SOUND IS MANIFOLD (BECAUSE I AM THE UTERUS OF DAATH) AND THE WORD (VERB) WHOSE APPEARANCE IS MULTIPLE (BECAUSE THE LOGOS, THE VERB, IS TRI-UNE: THE SOLAR LOGOS OF KETHER, CHOKMAH AND BINAH IS BORN THROUGH ME). I AM THE UTTERANCE OF MY NAME (PRONOUNCED IN DAATH). WHY, YOU (FORNICATORS) WHO HATE ME, DO YOU LOVE ME (THE FEMININE FORCE, THROUGH FORNICATION AND LUST), AND HATE THOSE (INITIATES) WHO LOVE ME (WITH CHASTITY)? YOU WHO DENY ME (AS LUST) CONFESS ME (AS CHASTITY), AND YOU WHO CONFESS ME (AS CHASTITY), DENY ME (AS LUST). YOU WHO (THROUGH THE BEING) TELL THE TRUTH ABOUT ME, LIE (THROUGH YOUR EGOS) ABOUT ME, AND YOU WHO HAVE LIED (THROUGH YOUR EGOS) ABOUT ME, TELL THE TRUTH (THROUGH YOUR BEING) ABOUT ME. YOU WHO KNOW ME (IN DAATH, THE SEXUAL MYSTERIES), BE IGNORANT OF ME, AND THOSE WHO HAVE NOT KNOWN ME, LET THEM KNOW ME (THROUGH DAATH). FOR I AM KNOWLEDGE (DAATH) AND IGNORANCE (FORNICATION, FOR I AM ALSO THE DIVINE MOTHER DEATH). I AM SHAME (OF YOUR CRIMES) AND BOLDNESS (TO REDEEM THEM). I AM SHAMELESS (IN MY HONOR); I AM ASHAMED (OF MY CHILD’S FOOLISHNESS). I AM STRENGTH (OF ATHENA) AND I AM FEAR (PEHAR, THE FEAR OF GOD). I AM WAR (AGAINST THE EGO) AND PEACE (OF SERENITY, SAMADHI). GIVE HEED TO ME (WHO AM IN ALL THINGS). I AM THE ONE WHO IS DISGRACED (BY THE CRIMES OF MY CHILD) AND THE GREAT ONE (WHO IS ETERNALLY PERFECT). GIVE HEED TO MY (SPIRITUAL) POVERTY (WHEN MY CHILD IS FALLEN) AND MY WEALTH (OF WISDOM AND LOVE). DO NOT BE ARROGANT TO ME (WITH YOUR FILTHY PRIDE) WHEN I AM CAST OUT UPON THE EARTH (WHEN MY CHILD IS FALLEN INTO DISGRACE, WITH THE EGO ALIVE), AND YOU WILL FIND ME IN THOSE THAT ARE TO COME (BACK TO PERFECTION). AND DO NOT LOOK UPON ME ON THE DUNG-HEAP (OF MY CHILD’S KARMA) NOR GO AND LEAVE ME CAST OUT (IN THE PRISON OF MALKUTH, THE PHYSICAL WORLD, WHERE MY CHILD WANDERS IN SUFFERING), AND YOU WILL FIND ME IN THE KINGDOMS (OF MALKUTH, IN ALL LIVING THINGS). AND DO NOT LOOK UPON ME WHEN I AM CAST OUT AMONG THOSE WHO ARE DISGRACED (BECAUSE OF THEIR CRIMES) AND IN THE LEAST PLACES (OF THE TREE OF LIFE, THAT IS THE KLIPOTH), NOR LAUGH AT ME (BECAUSE THOUGH MY CHILD IS FOOLISH, I AM HIS DIVINE MOTHER, AND LOVE HIM ALWAYS). AND DO NOT CAST ME OUT AMONG THOSE WHO ARE SLAIN IN VIOLENCE. BUT I, I AM COMPASSIONATE (TOWARDS THE CONSCIOUSNESS) AND I AM CRUEL (TOWARDS THE EGO). BE ON YOUR GUARD!  (AWAKEN YOUR CONSCIOUSNESS) DO NOT HATE MY OBEDIENCE (TO THE LAW, THE CHRIST) AND DO NOT LOVE MY SELF-CONTROL. IN MY WEAKNESS (DUE TO THE KARMIC DEBTS OF MY CHILD), DO NOT FORSAKE ME (BY WALKING AWAY FROM THE PATH), AND DO NOT BE AFRAID OF MY POWER (WHICH IS IN YOUR SEXUAL FORCE). FOR WHY DO YOU DESPISE MY FEAR (OF GOD, PEHAR) AND CURSE MY PRIDE (OR RATHER, HONOR)? BUT I AM SHE WHO EXISTS IN ALL FEARS (OF GOD) AND STRENGTH IN TREMBLING (BEFORE DIVINITY). I AM SHE WHO IS WEAK (HUMBLE), AND I AM WELL IN A PLEASANT PLACE (MY HEAVENLY GARDENS). I AM SENSELESS (BEYOND ALL SENSES) AND I AM WISE (MINERVA, THE GODDESS OF WISDOM; CHOKMAH). WHY HAVE YOU HATED ME IN YOUR COUNSELS (WITH YOUR FILTHY EGO)? FOR I SHALL BE SILENT AMONG THOSE WHO ARE SILENT (MEDITATING UPON THE VOID), AND I SHALL APPEAR AND SPEAK (IN THOSE MEDITATIONS), WHY THEN HAVE YOU HATED ME, YOU GREEKS (INTELLECTUALS WHO ABANDONED THE PATH OF THE HEART)? BECAUSE I AM A BARBARIAN AMONG THE BARBARIANS?  (BARBARIAN = FALLEN ARYANS; I AM AMONG MY CHILDREN, EVEN THOUGH THEY ARE FALLEN) FOR I AM THE WISDOM OF THE (ILLUMINATED INTELLECTUALS OR) GREEKS AND THE KNOWLEDGE (DAATH) OF THE BARBARIANS (WHO SEEK INITIATION). I AM THE JUDGMENT (GEBURAH, THE DIVINE SOUL) OF THE (ONES WITH PURE REASONING, THE) GREEKS (THE INITIATES) AND OF THE BARBARIANS (THOSE WHO SEEK INITIATION). I AM (ISIS) THE ONE WHOSE IMAGE IS GREAT IN EGYPT (THE ANCIENT HOLDER OF MY WISDOM) AND THE ONE WHO HAS NO IMAGE AMONG THE BARBARIANS (BECAUSE THEY DO NOT YET KNOW ME). I AM THE ONE WHO HAS BEEN HATED EVERYWHERE (BECAUSE HUMANITY LOVES FORNICATION AND PRIDE RATHER THAN ME) AND WHO HAS BEEN LOVED EVERYWHERE (IN MY INFERNAL ASPECT, AS KALI, NAHEMAH, LILITH). I AM THE ONE WHOM THEY CALL LIFE (HERA, SHAKTI), AND YOU HAVE CALLED DEATH (KALI, COATLIQUE, PROSERPINE). I AM THE ONE WHOM THEY CALL LAW (THE GODDESS OF JUSTICE), AND YOU HAVE CALLED LAWLESSNESS (IN MY INFERNAL ASPECT). I AM THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE PURSUED (IN YOUR VAIN CHASE AFTER PLEASURE, IN MY INFERNAL DOMAINS), AND I AM THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE SEIZED (WHEN YOU GATHER ME IN YOUR TRANSMUTATION). I AM THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE SCATTERED (THROUGH FORNICATING AND DISPERSING YOUR KARMIC SEEDS EVERYWHERE), AND YOU HAVE GATHERED ME TOGETHER (BY SEEKING INITIATION THROUGH TRANSMUTATION). I AM THE ONE BEFORE WHOM YOU HAVE BEEN ASHAMED (WHEN YOUR CRIMES ARE PRESENTED BEFORE ME), AND YOU HAVE BEEN SHAMELESS TO ME (BECAUSE YOU DO NOT REPENT). I AM SHE WHO DOES NOT KEEP FESTIVAL (BECAUSE I AM BEYOND MERE RITUAL AND SYMBOL), AND I AM SHE WHOSE FESTIVALS ARE MANY (BECAUSE IT IS MY KNOWLEDGE WHICH HAS GIVEN YOU RITUAL AND SYMBOL). I, I AM GODLESS (BEYOND ALL FORM), AND I AM THE ONE WHOSE GOD IS GREAT (WHO IS THE ABSOLUTE ABSTRACT SPACE, THE EMPTINESS, THE VOID). I AM THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE REFLECTED (MEDITATED) UPON, AND YOU HAVE SCORNED ME (THROUGH THE CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF YOUR EGO). I AM UNLEARNED (WITHOUT INTELLECTUAL DEFINITION OR LIMITATION), AND THEY (EVERYONE) LEARN FROM ME (FOR I AM INTELLIGENCE, BINAH, THE DIVINE MOTHER). I AM THE ONE THAT YOU HAVE DESPISED (BECAUSE YOU [SEXUALLY] LOVE YOUR EGO INSTEAD), AND YOU REFLECT (MEDITATE) UPON ME (WHEN YOU WANT TO CHANGE). I AM THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE HIDDEN FROM (WHEN YOU TRY TO ABSORB YOURSELF IN THE VAIN PLEASURES OF SENSATION), AND YOU APPEAR TO ME (BECAUSE I SEE YOU ALWAYS, EVEN WHEN YOU COMMIT CRIMES AGAINST ME). BUT WHENEVER YOU HIDE YOURSELVES (IN YOUR BED OF PLEASURES), I MYSELF WILL APPEAR (TO RECORD YOUR CRIMES AND PREPARE YOUR PUNISHMENT). FOR WHENEVER YOU APPEAR (TO REALIZE YOUR CRIMES AND REPENT), I MYSELF WILL HIDE FROM YOU (AS PUNISHMENT FOR REJECTING ME). THOSE WHO HAVE [...] TO IT [...] SENSELESSLY [...]. TAKE ME [...UNDERSTANDING] FROM GRIEF. AND TAKE ME TO YOURSELVES FROM UNDERSTANDING AND GRIEF. AND TAKE ME TO YOURSELVES FROM PLACES THAT ARE UGLY AND IN RUIN, AND ROB FROM THOSE WHICH ARE GOOD EVEN THOUGH IN UGLINESS.  OUT OF SHAME (FOR YOUR EGO AND KARMA), TAKE ME TO YOURSELVES SHAMELESSLY (WITHOUT HESITATION OR CONCERN FOR THE OPINIONS OF OTHERS); AND OUT OF SHAMELESSNESS AND SHAME, UPBRAID (STRENGTHEN) MY MEMBERS (ALL MY ASPECTS) IN YOURSELVES (THROUGH MEDITATION). AND COME FORWARD TO ME, YOU WHO KNOW (DAATH) ME (INITIATES WHO WORK IN DAATH, TANTRIC KNOWLEDGE) AND YOU WHO KNOW MY MEMBERS (ALL MY ASPECTS, WHICH YOU REALIZE THROUGH MEDITATION), AND ESTABLISH THE GREAT ONES (INITIATES) AMONG THE SMALL FIRST CREATURES (THROUGH YOUR WORKS IN THE FIRST STEPS OF INITIATION, UPON WHICH YOU CAN RISE TO SPIRITUAL GREATNESS). COME FORWARD TO CHILDHOOD (MASTERY), AND DO NOT DESPISE IT BECAUSE IT IS SMALL (WITHOUT PRIDE) AND IT IS LITTLE (IN MATERIAL, WORLDLY STATUS). AND DO NOT TURN AWAY (SPIRITUAL) GREATNESSES (VIRTUE) IN SOME PARTS FROM THE SMALLNESSES (ACTS OF SERVICE TO HUMANITY, DONE IN HUMILITY), FOR THE SMALLNESSES (ACTS OF HUMILITY) ARE KNOWN FROM THE GREATNESSES (PURE VIRTUES). WHY DO YOU CURSE ME (WITH ONE HAND) AND HONOR ME (WITH THE OTHER, YOU HASNAMUSSEN)? YOU HAVE WOUNDED (ME WITH YOUR CRIMES) AND YOU HAVE HAD MERCY (FROM ME, NONETHELESS). DO NOT SEPARATE (DISTINGUISH) ME FROM THE FIRST ONES (OF REAL WISDOM, GNOSIS) WHOM YOU HAVE KNOWN (IN YOUR FIRST WORKS OF DAATH, TANTRIC KNOWLEDGE, FOR THOSE WHO RECEIVE INITIATION RECEIVE ME AND SPEAK FOR ME). AND DO NOT CAST ANYONE OUT NOR TURN ANYONE AWAY [...] TURN YOU AWAY AND [...KNOW] HIM NOT. [...]. WHAT IS MINE [...]. I KNOW THE FIRST ONES (WHO HAVE ACHIEVED IN-DEPTH REALIZATION) AND THOSE AFTER THEM (THEIR STUDENTS COME TO) KNOW ME (THROUGH DAATH, TANTRIC KNOWLEDGE). BUT I AM THE MIND OF [...] AND THE REST OF [...]. I AM THE KNOWLEDGE (DAATH) OF MY INQUIRY (INTO SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING), AND THE FINDING (OF WISDOM) OF THOSE WHO SEEK AFTER ME (THE SOLAR LOGOS), AND THE COMMAND (KINGSHIP) OF THOSE WHO ASK OF ME, AND THE POWER OF THE POWERS IN MY KNOWLEDGE (DAATH) OF THE ANGELS (SELF-REALIZED MASTERS), WHO HAVE BEEN SENT AT MY WORD (CHRIST), AND OF GODS (BUDDHAS) IN THEIR SEASONS (MANVANTARAS) BY MY COUNSEL (WISDOM), AND OF SPIRITS (CHESED) OF EVERY MAN (MANAS, TIPHERETH) WHO EXISTS WITH ME, AND OF WOMEN (GEBURAH, THE DIVINE SOUL) WHO DWELL WITHIN ME. I AM THE ONE WHO IS HONORED (THROUGH SANCTITY, CHASTITY AND SERVICE), AND WHO IS PRAISED, AND WHO IS DESPISED SCORNFULLY (BY MATERIALISTIC HUMANITY, BY FORNICATORS, BY THE SPIRITUAL TYRANTS). I AM PEACE (SAMADHI), AND WAR HAS COME BECAUSE OF ME (BECAUSE THE FORCES OF THE LIGHT MAKE WAR AGAINST THE EGO). AND I AM AN ALIEN (FOREIGN TO THE TOWER OF BABEL, THE CONSTRUCTION OF MATERIALISTIC HUMANITY) AND A CITIZEN (OF THE CONSCIOUS CIRCLE OF HUMANITY). I AM THE SUBSTANCE (WHICH GIVES RISE TO ALL MATTER) AND THE ONE WHO HAS NO SUBSTANCE (PRAKRITI, THE WOMB OF NATURE). THOSE WHO ARE WITHOUT ASSOCIATION WITH ME ARE IGNORANT OF ME (THAT IS, THOSE WHO DO NOT TRANSMUTE THE SEXUAL FORCE ARE NOT FECUNDATED WITH MY SACRED FUEL AND REMAIN IN SPIRITUAL DARKNESS; THEY LACK DAATH), AND THOSE WHO ARE IN MY SUBSTANCE (MERCURY) ARE THE ONES WHO KNOW ME (THROUGH DAATH, TANTRIC KNOWLEDGE). THOSE WHO ARE CLOSE TO ME (IN MY INFERNAL ASPECT) HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF ME (IN MY HIGHER ASPECTS), AND THOSE WHO ARE FAR AWAY FROM ME ARE THE ONES WHO HAVE KNOWN ME. ON THE DAY WHEN I AM CLOSE TO YOU (AS HUMAN), YOU ARE FAR AWAY FROM ME (AS ANIMAL), AND ON THE DAY WHEN I AM FAR AWAY FROM YOU (AS ANIMAL), I AM CLOSE TO YOU (AS HUMAN). [I AM...] WITHIN (ALL THINGS). [I AM...] (THE ESSENCE) OF (ALL) THE NATURES. I AM [...] (THE ENERGY WHICH PROVIDES IN DAATH FOR) THE CREATION OF THE SPIRITS. (AND) [...] REQUEST (FOR THE CREATION) OF THE SOULS (IN YESOD). I AM CONTROL (IN HUMANS) AND THE UNCONTROLLABLE (IN ANIMALS). I AM THE UNION (DAATH, RELIGION, YOGA) AND THE DISSOLUTION (OF MATTER). I AM THE ABIDING (MANIFESTATION OF CREATION; MANVANTARA, DAY) AND I AM THE DISSOLUTION (PRALAYA, NIGHT, RESPOSE). I AM THE ONE BELOW (WHO RULES EVEN IN KLIPOTH), AND THEY COME UP TO ME (WHO IS ABOVE ALL CREATION). I AM THE JUDGMENT (SEVERITY) AND THE ACQUITTAL (MERCY; THE TWO COLUMNS OF THE TEMPLE). I, I AM SINLESS (WITHOUT BLEMISH), AND THE ROOT OF SIN DERIVES FROM ME (BECAUSE I AM THE FORCE OF CREATION, WHETHER THAT IS USED TO CREATE IN HEAVEN OR IN HELL). I AM LUST IN (OUTWARD) APPEARANCE (BECAUSE I AM THE RAW POWER WITHIN ALL THINGS), AND INTERIOR SELF-CONTROL EXISTS WITHIN ME (I AM THE ROOT OF ALL VIRTUE). I AM THE HEARING (KNOWLEDGE, DAATH) WHICH IS ATTAINABLE TO EVERYONE AND THE SPEECH (VERB, CHRIST) WHICH CANNOT BE GRASPED (BY THE MIND). I AM A MUTE WHO DOES NOT SPEAK (THE VOID), AND GREAT IS MY MULTITUDE OF WORDS (THE VERB WHICH MANIFESTS IN EVERY BODHISATTVA). HEAR ME IN GENTLENESS (HUMILITY), AND LEARN OF ME IN ROUGHNESS (WILLPOWER). I AM SHE WHO CRIES OUT (BECAUSE I LOVE ALL CREATURES), AND I AM CAST FORTH UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH (TO GIVE LIFE TO ALL THINGS). I PREPARE THE BREAD (OF GNOSIS, WHICH FEEDS THE SOUL) AND MY MIND WITHIN. I AM THE KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS, DAATH) OF MY (SACRED) NAME (WHICH IS UNKNOWABLE). I AM THE ONE WHO CRIES OUT (OF LOVE), AND I LISTEN (FOR THE CRIES OF MY CHILDREN). I APPEAR AND [...] WALK IN [...] SEAL OF MY [...]. I AM [...] THE DEFENSE [...]. I AM THE ONE WHO IS CALLED TRUTH AND INIQUITY [...]. YOU HONOR ME [...] AND YOU WHISPER AGAINST ME. YOU WHO ARE VANQUISHED (TRAPPED IN THE EGO), JUDGE THEM (WHO VANQUISH YOU) (THOSE EGOS) BEFORE THEY (YOUR MANY DEFECTS) GIVE JUDGMENT AGAINST YOU (BEFORE THE CONSCIOUSNESS, THE ESSENCE IS COMPLETELY TRAPPED IN THE EGO), BECAUSE THE JUDGE AND PARTIALITY (TO CRIME) EXIST IN YOU. IF YOU ARE CONDEMNED BY THIS ONE (THE LEGION OF EGOS WITHIN YOU), WHO WILL ACQUIT YOU (OF THE RESULTS OF YOUR ACTIONS, YOUR KARMA)? OR, IF YOU ARE ACQUITTED BY HIM (THE CHRIST, WHO IS THE ONLY ONE WHO CAN SAVE YOU), WHO WILL BE ABLE TO DETAIN YOU (FOR THERE IN SO GREATER POWER)? FOR WHAT IS INSIDE OF YOU IS WHAT IS OUTSIDE OF YOU, (AS ABOVE SO BELOW) AND THE ONE WHO FASHIONS YOU ON THE OUTSIDE (YOUR BODY, MADE BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH SEXUAL CONCEPTION) IS THE ONE WHO SHAPED THE INSIDE OF YOU (THE SOUL, ALSO FORMED BY THE SEXUAL POWER OF THE [MARRIED] HOLY SPIRIT [ISAIAH 63:10]). AND WHAT YOU SEE OUTSIDE OF YOU, YOU SEE INSIDE OF YOU; (FOR MAN IS THE REFLECTION OF THE UNIVERSE) IT IS VISIBLE AND IT IS YOUR GARMENT. HEAR ME, YOU HEARERS (YOU WHO HAVE DEVELOP THE VISHUDDHA CHAKRA THROUGH INITIATION) AND LEARN OF MY WORDS, YOU WHO KNOW ME (THROUGH DAATH, TANTRIC KNOWLEDGE). I AM THE HEARING THAT IS ATTAINABLE TO EVERYTHING (AKASA TATTVA); I AM THE SPEECH THAT CANNOT BE GRASPED. I AM THE NAME OF THE SOUND AND THE SOUND OF THE NAME. I AM THE SIGN OF THE LETTER AND THE DESIGNATION OF THE DIVISION. AND I [...]. (3 LINES MISSING) [...] LIGHT [...]. [...] HEARERS [...] TO YOU [...] THE GREAT POWER. AND [...] WILL NOT MOVE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. [THE FATHER (STEPHEN)...] TO THE ONE WHO CREATED ME. AND I WILL SPEAK HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. LOOK THEN AT HIS WORDS (THOSE WHO HAVE INCARNATED THE VERB; THAT IS THE BODHISATTVAS) AND ALL THE (SACRED) WRITINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN COMPLETED. GIVE HEED THEN, YOU HEARERS (INITIATES) AND YOU ALSO, THE ANGELS (SELF-REALIZED MASTERS) AND THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SENT (MESSENGERS OF GOD), AND YOU, SPIRITS (CHESED) WHO HAVE ARISEN FROM THE DEAD (WHO HAVE RESURRECTED IN CHRIST). FOR I AM THE ONE WHO ALONE EXISTS (I AM NATURE, THE DIVINE MOTHER), AND I HAVE NO ONE WHO WILL JUDGE ME (FOR I AM EXISTENCE ITSELF). FOR MANY ARE THE PLEASANT FORMS WHICH EXIST IN NUMEROUS SINS, AND INCONTINENCIES, AND DISGRACEFUL PASSIONS, AND FLEETING PLEASURES, WHICH (SINFUL SOULS) EMBRACE UNTIL THEY BECOME SOBER (THROUGH THE SECOND DEATH) AND GO UP TO THEIR RESTING PLACE. AND THEY WILL FIND ME THERE, AND THEY WILL LIVE, AND THEY WILL NOT DIE AGAIN.
THE GNOSTIC BOOK OF THE BAPTISMAL CEREMONY OF THE GOSPEL OF THE EGYPTIANS
THROUGH FORETHOUGHT SETH ESTABLISHED WHAT IS HOLY AND THE BAPTISM THAT SURPASSES THE HEAVENS—THROUGH WHAT IS HOLY, THROUGH WHAT IS INCORRUPTIBLE, AND THROUGH JESUS, WHO HAS BEEN CONCEIVED BY A LIVING WORD AND WITH WHOM GREAT SETH HAS BEEN CLOTHED. HE HAS NAILED DOWN THE POWERS OF THE THIRTEEN REALMS AND NEUTRALIZED THEM; THROUGH HIM THEY ARE BROUGHT IN AND TAKEN OUT. AND THEY ARE EQUIPPED WITH ARMOR OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF TRUTH, WITH INCORRUPTIBLE, INVINCIBLE POWER. 
THE HEAVENLY ATTENDANTS
THESE HAVE BEEN REVEALED AS DIGNITARIES STANDING IN ATTENDANCE: YESSEUS MAZAREUS YESSEDEKEUS, THE LIVING WATER, THE GREAT COMMANDERS, GREAT JACOB, THEOPEMPTOS, AND ISAOUEL, ONE STATIONED OVER GRACE, MEP EL, THOSE STATIONED OVER THE SPRINGS OF TRUTH, MICHEUS, MICHAR, AND MNESINOUS, ONE STATIONED OVER THE BAPTISM OF THE LIVING, THE PURIFIER SESENGENBARPHARANGES, THOSE STATIONED OVER THE GATES OF THE WATERS OF LIFE, MISEUS AND MICHAR, THOSE STATIONED OVER THE ASCENT, SELDAO AND ELAINOS, THOSE RECEIVING THE HOLY RACE AND THE INCORRUPTIBLE, MIGHTY PEOPLE OF GREAT SETH, THE MINISTERS OF THE FOUR LUMINARIES, GREAT GAMALIEL, GREAT GABRIEL, GREAT SAMBLO, AND GREAT ABRASAX, THOSE STATIONED OVER SUNRISE, OLSES, HYMNEUS, AND HEURUMAIOUS, THOSE STATIONED OVER THE ENTRANCE INTO THE STATE OF REST OF ETERNAL LIFE, PHRITANIS, MIXANTHER, AND MICHANOR, THE GUARDIANS OF CHOSEN SOULS, AKRAMAN AND STREMPSOUCHOS, THE GREAT POWER TELMACHAEL TELMACHAEL ELI ELI MACHAR MACHAR SETH, THE GREAT ONE, INVISIBLE, INCORRUPTIBLE, UNNAMABLE, WHO IS IN SPIRIT AND SILENCE, THE GREAT LUMINARY, HARMOZEL, WHERE THERE IS THE LIVING SELF-CONCEIVED GOD IN TRUTH, WITH WHOM IS THE INCORRUPTIBLE HUMAN ADAMAS, SECOND, OROIAEL, WHERE THERE IS GREAT SETH AND JESUS OF LIFE, WHO HAS COME AND CRUCIFIED WHAT IS UNDER THE [SEXLESS] LAW, THIRD, DAVEITHAI, WHERE THE CHILDREN OF GREAT SETH ARE AT REST, FOURTH, ELELETH, WHERE THE SOULS OF THE CHILDREN ARE AT REST, FIFTH, YOEL, STATIONED OVER THE NAME OF THE ONE WHO WILL BE ORDAINED TO BAPTIZE WITH THE HOLY, INCORRUPTIBLE BAPTISM THAT SURPASSES HEAVEN. BUT FROM NOW ON, THROUGH THE HOLY, INCORRUPTIBLE POIMAEL, FOR THOSE WORTHY OF BAPTISMS OF RENUNCIATION AND THE INEFFABLE SEALS OF THEIR BAPTISM, THEY HAVE KNOWN THOSE WHO RECEIVE THEM, AS THEY HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED AND HAVE UNDERSTOOD, AND THEY WILL NOT TASTE DEATH. 
BAPTISMAL CEREMONIAL HYMN
YESSEUS EOEOUOOUA IN TRUTH TRULY YESSEUS MAZAREUS YESSEDEKEUS LIVING WATER CHILD OF THE CHILD NAME OF ALL GLORIES IN TRUTH TRULY ETERNAL BEING IIII EEEE EEEE OOOO UUUU OOOO AAAA, IN TRUTH TRULY EIAAAAOOOO BEING WHO SEES THE ETERNAL REALMS IN TRUTH TRULY A EE EEE UUUUUU OOOOOOO BEING WHO EXISTS FOREVER IN TRUTH TRULY IEAAIO IN THE HEART BEING U FOREVER AND EVER YOU ARE WHAT YOU ARE YOU ARE WHO YOU ARE. THIS GREAT NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF YOURS IS UPON ME, YOU, SELF-CONCEIVED, LACKING NOTHING, BEING INDEPENDENT, INVISIBLE TO ALL EXCEPT ME, INVISIBLE TO ALL. WHO COMPREHENDS YOU IN SPEECH OR PRAISE? HAVING KNOWN YOU, I NOW HAVE MINGLED WITH YOUR CONSTANCY. I HAVE ARMED MYSELF, AND HAVE PUT ON ARMOR OF GRACE AND LIGHT AND HAVE BECOME BRIGHT. THE MOTHER WAS THERE FOR THE LOVELY BEAUTY OF GRACE. SO, I STRETCH OUT MY TWO HANDS. I AM FORMED IN THE CIRCLE OF THE RICHES OF LIGHT IN MY CHEST, GIVING FORM TO THE MANY BEINGS PRODUCED IN LIGHT BEYOND REPROACH. IN TRUTH I SHALL DECLARE YOUR GLORY, I HAVE COMPREHENDED YOU—YOURS, JESUS; LOOK, ETERNAL O ETERNAL E JESUS 0 ETERNAL REALM, ETERNAL REALM, GOD OF SILENCE, I HONOR YOU COMPLETELY. YOU ARE MY PLACE OF REST, CHILD, ES ES THE E FORMLESS ONE EXISTING AMONG FORMLESS ONES, RAISING THE PERSON BY WHOM YOU WILL PURIFY ME INTO YOUR LIFE, ACCORDING TO YOUR IMPERISHABLE NAME. SO, THE SWEET SMELL OF LIFE LIES IN ME. I HAVE MIXED IT WITH WATER AS A MODEL FOR ALL THE RULERS, THAT I MAY LIVE WITH YOU IN THE PEACE OF SAINTS, YOU WHO ARE FOREVER IN TRUTH TRULY. 
THE GNOSTIC LETTER OF PETER TO PHILIP
I PETER, MESSENGER OF JESUS THE ANOINTED, TO PHILIP, OUR BELOVED BROTHER AND OUR FELLOW MESSENGER, AND THE BROTHERS WHO ARE WITH YOU: GREETINGS. I WANT YOU TO UNDERSTAND, OUR BROTHER, THAT WE RECEIVED ORDERS FROM OUR LORD, THE SAVIOR OF THE WHOLE WORLD, THAT WE SHOULD COME TOGETHER TO TEACH AND PREACH CONCERNING THE SALVATION THAT WAS PROMISED US BY OUR LORD JESUS THE ANOINTED. BUT YOU WERE SEPARATED FROM US, AND YOU DID NOT WISH US TO COME TOGETHER AND LEARN HOW TO ORIENT OURSELVES THAT WE MIGHT TELL THE GOOD NEWS. SO, WOULD IT BE AGREEABLE TO YOU, OUR BROTHER, TO COME ACCORDING TO THE ORDERS OF OUR GOD JESUS? WHEN PHILIP RECEIVED AND READ THIS, HE WENT TO PETER, REJOICING WITH GLADNESS. THEN PETER GATHERED THE OTHERS. THEY WENT TO THE MOUNTAIN CALLED OLIVET, WHERE THEY USED TO GATHER WITH THE BLESSED ANOINTED ONE WHEN HE WAS IN THE BODY. WHEN THE MESSENGERS CAME TOGETHER AND FELL ON THEIR KNEES, THEY PRAYED IN THIS WAY, SAYING, FATHER [STEPHEN], FATHER [STEPHEN], FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE LIGHT, YOU WHO POSSESS THE INCORRUPTIONS, HEAR US, JUST AS YOU HAVE TAKEN PLEASURE IN YOUR HOLY CHILD, JESUS THE ANOINTED. FOR HE HAS BECOME FOR US A LUMINARY IN THE DARKNESS. YES, HEAR US. AND THEY RESUMED AGAIN AND PRAYED, SAYING, CHILD OF LIFE, CHILD OF IMMORTALITY, YOU WHO ARE IN THE LIGHT, CHILD, DEATHLESS ANOINTED, OUR REDEEMER, GIVE US STRENGTH, BECAUSE THEY ARE SEARCHING FOR US TO KILL US. THEN A GREAT LIGHT APPEARED, AND THE MOUNTAIN SHONE FROM THE VISION OF THE ONE WHO APPEARED. AND A VOICE CALLED OUT TO THEM, SAYING, "LISTEN TO MY WORDS THAT I MAY SPEAK TO YOU. WHY ARE YOU LOOKING FOR ME? I AM JESUS THE ANOINTED, WHO IS WITH YOU FOREVER." THE MESSENGERS ANSWERED AND SAID, "LORD, WE WOULD LIKE TO UNDERSTAND THE DEFICIENCY OF THE REALMS AND THEIR FULLNESS. AND HOW ARE WE DETAINED IN THIS DWELLING PLACE? HOW HAVE WE COME TO THIS PLACE? IN WHAT WAY SHALL WE LEAVE? HOW DO WE POSSESS THE AUTHORITY OF BOLDNESS? WHY DO THE POWERS FIGHT AGAINST US?" THEN A VOICE CALLED TO THEM FROM THE LIGHT, SAYING, "YOU BEAR WITNESS THAT I HAVE SAID ALL THESE THINGS TO YOU. BUT BECAUSE OF YOUR UNBELIEF I SHALL SPEAK AGAIN. 
THE DEFICIENCY OF THE AEONS
"TO BEGIN WITH, CONCERNING THE DEFICIENCY OF THE AEONS, THIS IS THE DEFICIENCY. WHEN THE DISOBEDIENCE AND THE FOOLISHNESS OF THE MOTHER THE COMMAND OF THE MAJESTY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], SHE WANTED TO SET UP ETERNAL REALMS. WHEN SHE SPOKE, THE ARROGANT ONE FOLLOWED. BUT WHEN SHE LEFT BEHIND A PORTION, THE ARROGANT ONE GRABBED IT, AND IT BECAME A DEFICIENCY. THIS IS THE DEFICIENCY OF THE AEONS. "WHEN THE ARROGANT ONE TOOK A PORTION, HE SOWED IT. HE PLACED POWERS AND AUTHORITIES OVER IT, AND HE CONFINED IT WITHIN THE MORTAL REALMS. ALL THE POWERS OF THE WORLD REJOICED THAT THEY HAD BEEN BROUGHT FORTH. BUT THEY DO NOT KNOW THE PREEXISTENT FATHER [STEPHEN], SINCE THEY ARE STRANGERS TO HIM. RATHER, HE WAS GIVEN POWER, AND THEY SERVED HIM AND PRAISED HIM. "BUT THE ARROGANT ONE GREW PROUD BECAUSE OF THE PRAISE OF THE POWERS. HE WAS JEALOUS AND WANTED TO MAKE AN IMAGE IN PLACE OF AN IMAGE AND A FORM IN PLACE OF A FORM. HE ASSIGNED THE POWERS WITHIN HIS AUTHORITY TO MOLD MORTAL BODIES. AND THEY CAME INTO BEING FROM A MISREPRESENTATION OF THE APPEARANCE.
THE FULLNESS
"CONCERNING THE FULLNESS, IT IS I. I WAS SENT DOWN IN THE BODY FOR THE SEED THAT HAD FALLEN AWAY. AND I CAME DOWN TO THEIR MORTAL MODEL. BUT THEY DID NOT RECOGNIZE ME, THINKING I WAS A MORTAL. I SPOKE WITH THE ONE WHO IS MINE, AND THE ONE WHO IS MINE LISTENED TO ME JUST AS YOU ALSO WHO HAVE LISTENED TO ME TODAY. AND I GAVE HIM AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO THE INHERITANCE OF HIS FATHERHOOD. AND I TOOK HIM...FILLED...THROUGH HIS SALVATION. SINCE HE WAS DEFICIENCY, HE BECAME FULLNESS. "CONCERNING THE FACT THAT YOU ARE BEING DETAINED, IT IS BECAUSE YOU ARE MINE. WHEN YOU STRIP YOURSELVES OF WHAT IS CORRUPTIBLE, YOU WILL BECOME LUMINARIES IN THE MIDST OF MORTALS. "CONCERNING THE FACT THAT YOU WILL FIGHT AGAINST THE POWERS, IT IS BECAUSE THEY DO NOT HAVE REST LIKE YOU, SINCE THEY DO NOT WANT YOU SAVED." 
FIGHTING THE RULERS
THE MESSENGERS WORSHIPED AGAIN, SAYING, "LORD, TELL US, HOW SHALL WE FIGHT AGAINST THE RULERS, SINCE THE RULERS ARE OVER US?" A VOICE CALLED OUT TO THEM FROM THE APPEARANCE, SAYING, "YOU MUST FIGHT AGAINST THEM LIKE THIS, FOR THE RULERS FIGHT AGAINST THE INNER PERSON. YOU MUST FIGHT AGAINST THEM LIKE THIS: COME TOGETHER AND TEACH SALVATION IN THE WORLD WITH A PROMISE. AND ARM YOURSELVES WITH MY FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] POWER, AND EXPRESS YOUR PRAYER, AND SURELY THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL HELP YOU, AS HE HELPED YOU BY SENDING ME. DO NOT BE AFRAID. I AM WITH YOU FOREVER, AS I ALREADY SAID TO YOU WHEN I WAS IN THE BODY." THEN CAME LIGHTNING AND THUNDER FROM HEAVEN, AND WHAT APPEARED TO THEM THERE WAS TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN. 
THE MESSENGERS RETURN TO JERUSALEM
THE MESSENGERS THANKED THE LORD WITH EVERY PRAISE, AND THEY RETURNED TO JERUSALEM. NOW, AS THEY WERE GOING UP, THEY SPOKE WITH EACH OTHER ON THE WAY ABOUT THE LIGHT THAT HAD APPEARED. AND A STATEMENT WAS MADE ABOUT THE LORD. IT WAS SAID, "IF EVEN OUR LORD SUFFERED, HOW MUCH MORE ARE WE TO SUFFER?" PETER ANSWERED, SAYING, "HE SUFFERED FOR US, AND WE MUST ALSO SUFFER FOR OUR SMALLNESS." THEN A VOICE CALLED TO THEM, SAYING, "I OFTEN TOLD YOU THAT YOU MUST SUFFER. YOU MUST BE BROUGHT TO SYNAGOGUES AND GOVERNORS SO THAT YOU WILL SUFFER. BUT THE ONE WHO WILL NOT SUFFER WILL NOT...MY FATHER [STEPHEN]..." AND THE MESSENGERS REJOICED GREATLY, AND THEY WENT UP TO JERUSALEM. THEY WENT UP TO THE TEMPLE AND TAUGHT SALVATION IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THE ANOINTED. AND THEY HEALED A CROWD. 
PETER PREACHES
NOW, PETER OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SAID TO HIS STUDENTS, "WHEN OUR LORD JESUS WAS IN THE BODY, HE REVEALED EVERYTHING TO US. HE CAME DOWN. MY BROTHERS, LISTEN TO MY VOICE." AND HE WAS FILLED WITH HOLY SPIRIT AND SPOKE IN THIS WAY: "OUR LUMINARY JESUS CAME DOWN AND WAS CRUCIFIED. HE WORE A CROWN OF THORNS, WAS CLOTHED IN A PURPLE ROBE, CRUCIFIED UPON A CROSS, AND BURIED IN A TOMB. AND HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD. "MY BROTHERS, JESUS IS A STRANGER TO THIS SUFFERING. BUT WE ARE THE ONES WHO HAVE SUFFERED THROUGH THE MOTHER'S TRANSGRESSION. AND FOR THIS REASON, HE DID EVERYTHING, LIKE US. THE LORD JESUS, CHILD OF THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] IMMEASURABLE GLORY, IS THE AUTHOR OF OUR LIFE. "MY BROTHERS, LET US NOT LISTEN TO THESE LAWLESS ONES AND WALK " 
THE MESSENGERS DISPERSE TO PREACH
PETER ASSEMBLED THE OTHERS AND SAID, "OUR LORD JESUS THE ANOINTED, AUTHOR OF OUR REST, GIVE US A SPIRIT OF UNDERSTANDING, SO WE ALSO MAY PERFORM GREAT DEEDS." THEN PETER AND THE OTHER MESSENGERS SAW AND WERE FILLED WITH HOLY SPIRIT. AND EACH ONE PERFORMED HEALINGS. AND THEY LEFT TO PREACH THE LORD JESUS. THEY GATHERED WITH THEIR COMPANIONS AND GREETED THEM, SAYING, "AMEN." THEN JESUS APPEARED, SAYING TO THEM, "PEACE BE WITH ALL OF YOU AND EVERYONE WHO BELIEVES IN MY NAME. WHEN YOU GO, YOU WILL HAVE JOY AND GRACE AND POWER. DO NOT BE AFRAID. LOOK, I AM WITH YOU FOREVER." THE MESSENGERS PARTED FROM EACH OTHER WITH FOUR WORDS, TO PREACH. AND THEY WENT IN THE POWER OF JESUS, IN PEACE. 
VALENTINIAN HOLY SCRIPTURE
THE GNOSTIC GOSPEL OF TRUTH
JOY TO THOSE WHO KNOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN OUR LORD]
THE GOSPEL OF TRUTH IS JOY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH THE GRACE OF KNOWING HIM BY THE POWER OF THE WORD, WHO HAS COME FROM THE FULLNESS AND WHO IS IN THE THOUGHT AND THE MIND OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THIS IS THE ONE WHO IS CALLED THE SAVIOR, SINCE THAT IS THE NAME OF THE WORK THAT HE MUST DO FOR THE REDEMPTION OF THOSE WHO HAVE NOT KNOWN THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. FOR THE NAME OF THE GOSPEL [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS THE REVELATION OF HOPE, SINCE THAT IS THE DISCOVERY OF THOSE WHO SEEK HIM, BECAUSE THE REALM OF ALL SOUGHT HIM FROM WHOM IT CAME. YOU SEE, ALL WAS INSIDE OF HIM, THAT ILLIMITABLE, INCONCEIVABLE ONE, WHO IS BETTER THAN EVERY THOUGHT. 
EXTRAORDINARY IGNORANCE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] BRINGS [SEXUAL] ERROR
THIS IGNORANCE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] BROUGHT ABOUT TERROR AND FEAR. AND TERROR BECAME DENSE LIKE A FOG, SO NO ONE WAS ABLE TO SEE. BECAUSE OF THIS, [SEXUAL] ERROR BECAME STRONG. BUT SHE WORKED ON HER MATERIAL SUBSTANCE VAINLY, BECAUSE SHE DID NOT KNOW THE TRUTH. SHE ASSUMED A FASHIONED FIGURE WHILE SHE WAS PREPARING, IN POWER AND IN BEAUTY, THE SUBSTITUTE FOR TRUTH. THIS, THEN, WAS NOT A HUMILIATION FOR THE ILLIMITABLE, INCONCEIVABLE ONE. FOR THEY WERE AS NOTHING, THIS TERROR AND THIS FORGETFULNESS AND THIS FIGURE OF FALSEHOOD, WHEREAS ESTABLISHED TRUTH IS UNCHANGING, UNPERTURBED, AND COMPLETELY BEAUTIFUL. FOR THIS REASON, DO NOT TAKE [SEXUAL] ERROR TOO SERIOUSLY. SINCE [SEXUAL] ERROR HAD NO ROOT, SHE WAS IN A FOG REGARDING THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. SHE WAS PREPARING WORKS AND FORGETFULNESSES AND FEARS IN ORDER, BY THESE MEANS, TO BEGUILE THOSE OF THE MIDDLE AND TO MAKE THEM CAPTIVE. THE FORGETFULNESS OF [SEXUAL] ERROR WAS NOT REVEALED. IT DID NOT BECOME LIGHT BESIDE THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. FORGETFULNESS DID NOT EXIST WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], ALTHOUGH IT EXISTED BECAUSE OF HIM. WHAT EXISTS IN HIM IS KNOWLEDGE, WHICH WAS REVEALED SO THAT FORGETFULNESS MIGHT BE DESTROYED AND THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] MIGHT BE KNOWN. SINCE FORGETFULNESS EXISTED BECAUSE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WAS NOT KNOWN, IF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] COMES TO BE KNOWN, FROM THAT MOMENT ON FORGETFULNESS WILL CEASE TO EXIST. 
JESUS [OR ENOCH] IS THE [SEXLESS] FRUIT OF KNOWLEDGE
THAT IS THE GOSPEL OF HIM WHOM THEY SEEK, WHICH HE HAS REVEALED TO THE PERFECT THROUGH THE MERCIES OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AS THE HIDDEN MYSTERY, JESUS THE ANOINTED. THROUGH HIM HE ENLIGHTENED THOSE WHO WERE IN DARKNESS BECAUSE OF FORGETFULNESS. HE ENLIGHTENED THEM AND GAVE THEM A PATH. AND THAT PATH IS THE TRUTH THAT HE TAUGHT THEM. FOR THIS REASON, [SEXUAL] ERROR WAS ANGRY WITH HIM, SO SHE PERSECUTED HIM. SHE WAS DISTRESSED BY HIM, AND SHE WAS MADE POWERLESS. HE WAS NAILED TO A TREE. HE BECAME A FRUIT OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. HE DID NOT, HOWEVER, DESTROY THEM BECAUSE THEY ATE OF IT. HE RATHER CAUSED THOSE WHO ATE OF IT TO BE JOYFUL BECAUSE OF THIS DISCOVERY. AND AS FOR HIM, HE FOUND THEM IN HIMSELF, AND THEY FOUND HIM IN THEMSELVES, THAT ILLIMITABLE, INCONCEIVABLE ONE, THAT PERFECT FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO MADE ALL, IN WHOM THE REALM OF ALL IS, AND WHOM THE REALM OF ALL LACKS, SINCE HE RETAINED IN HIMSELF THEIR PERFECTION, WHICH HE HAD NOT GIVEN TO ALL. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WAS NOT JEALOUS. WHAT JEALOUSY, INDEED, IS THERE BETWEEN HIM AND HIS MEMBERS? FOR, EVEN IF THE ETERNAL BEING HAD RECEIVED THEIR PERFECTION, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO APPROACH THE PERFECTION OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], BECAUSE HE RETAINED THEIR PERFECTION IN HIMSELF, GIVING IT TO THEM AS A WAY TO RETURN TO HIM AND AS A KNOWLEDGE UNIQUE IN PERFECTION. HE IS THE ONE WHO SET ALL IN ORDER AND IN WHOM ALL EXISTED AND WHOM ALL LACKED. AS ONE OF WHOM SOME HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE, HE WANTS THEM TO KNOW HIM AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM. WHAT DID THEY LACK, IF NOT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]?
JESUS AS THE QUIET GUIDE
JESUS BECAME A GUIDE, QUIET AND AT LEISURE. IN THE MIDDLE OF A SCHOOL HE CAME AND SPOKE THE WORD, AS A TEACHER. THOSE WHO WERE WISE IN THEIR OWN ESTIMATION CAME TO PUT HIM TO THE TEST. BUT HE DISCREDITED THEM AS EMPTY-HEADED PEOPLE. THEY HATED HIM BECAUSE THEY REALLY WERE NOT WISE. AFTER ALL THESE CAME ALSO THE LITTLE CHILDREN [BETWEEN 3 TO 10 YEARS OF AGE], THOSE WHO POSSESS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. WHEN THEY BECAME STRONG, THEY WERE TAUGHT THE ASPECTS OF THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] FACE. THEY CAME TO KNOW AND THEY WERE KNOWN. THEY WERE GLORIFIED AND THEY GAVE GLORY. 
THE LIVING BOOK [BOOK OF LIFE] IN THE HEART OF THE LITTLE CHILDREN
IN THEIR HEART, THE LIVING BOOK OF THE LIVING WAS MANIFEST, THE BOOK THAT WAS WRITTEN IN THE THOUGHT AND IN THE MIND OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND, FROM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF ALL, IS IN THAT INCOMPREHENSIBLE PART OF HIM. THIS IS THE BOOK THAT NO ONE FOUND POSSIBLE TO TAKE, SINCE IT WAS RESERVED FOR HIM WHO WILL TAKE IT AND BE SLAIN. NO ONE COULD APPEAR AMONG THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN SALVATION AS LONG AS THAT BOOK HAD NOT APPEARED. FOR THIS REASON, THE COMPASSIONATE, FAITHFUL JESUS WAS PATIENT IN HIS SUFFERINGS UNTIL HE TOOK THAT BOOK, SINCE HE KNEW THAT HIS DEATH MEANT LIFE FOR MANY. JUST AS IN THE CASE OF A WILL THAT HAS NOT YET BEEN OPENED, THE FORTUNE OF THE DECEASED MASTER OF THE HOUSE IS HIDDEN, SO ALSO IN THE CASE OF ALL THAT HAD BEEN HIDDEN AS LONG AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL WAS INVISIBLE AND UNIQUE IN HIMSELF, IN WHOM EVERY SPACE HAS ITS SOURCE. FOR THIS REASON, JESUS APPEARED. HE PUT ON THAT BOOK. HE WAS NAILED TO A CROSS. HE AFFIXED THE EDICT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] TO THE CROSS. OH, SUCH GREAT TEACHING! HE ABASES HIMSELF EVEN UNTO DEATH, THOUGH HE IS CLOTHED IN ETERNAL LIFE. HAVING DIVESTED HIMSELF OF THESE PERISHABLE RAGS, HE CLOTHED HIMSELF IN [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY, WHICH NO ONE COULD POSSIBLY TAKE FROM HIM. HAVING ENTERED INTO THE EMPTY TERRITORY OF FEARS, HE PASSED BEFORE THOSE WHO WERE STRIPPED BY FORGETFULNESS, BEING BOTH KNOWLEDGE AND PERFECTION, PROCLAIMING THE THINGS THAT ARE IN THE HEART OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], SO THAT HE BECAME THE WISDOM OF THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED INSTRUCTION. BUT THOSE WHO ARE TO BE TAUGHT, THE LIVING WHO ARE INSCRIBED IN THE BOOK OF THE LIVING, LEARN FOR THEMSELVES, RECEIVING INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN], TURNING TO HIM AGAIN. SINCE THE PERFECTION OF ALL IS IN THE FATHER [STEPHEN], IT IS NECESSARY FOR ALL TO ASCEND TO HIM. THEREFORE, IF ONE HAS KNOWLEDGE, HE GETS WHAT BELONGS TO HIM AND DRAWS IT TO HIMSELF. FOR ONE WHO IS IGNORANT IS DEFICIENT, AND IT IS A GREAT DEFICIENCY, SINCE HE LACKS THAT WHICH WILL MAKE HIM PERFECT. SINCE THE PERFECTION OF ALL IS IN THE FATHER [STEPHEN], IT IS NECESSARY FOR ALL TO ASCEND TO HIM AND FOR EACH ONE TO GET THE THINGS THAT ARE HIS. HE WROTE THESE THINGS FIRST, HAVING PREPARED THEM TO BE GIVEN TO THOSE WHO CAME FROM HIM. 
THE FATHER [STEPHEN] CALLING THOSE WHO HAVE KNOWLEDGE
THOSE WHOSE NAMES HE KNEW FIRST WERE CALLED LAST, SO THAT THE ONE WHO HAS KNOWLEDGE IS ONE WHOSE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS PRONOUNCED. FOR ONE WHOSE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HAS NOT BEEN SPOKEN IS IGNORANT. INDEED, HOW SHALL ONE HEAR IF A NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HAS NOT BEEN UTTERED? FOR WHOEVER REMAINS IGNORANT UNTIL THE END IS A CREATURE OF FORGETFULNESS AND WILL PERISH WITH IT. IF THIS IS NOT SO, WHY HAVE THESE WRETCHES NO NAME, WHY HAVE THEY NO VOICE? HENCE, WHOEVER HAS KNOWLEDGE IS FROM ABOVE. IF CALLED, THAT PERSON HEARS, REPLIES, AND TURNS TOWARD HIM WHO CALLED. THAT PERSON ASCENDS TO HIM AND KNOWS HOW HE IS CALLED. HAVING KNOWLEDGE, THAT PERSON DOES THE WILL OF HIM WHO CALLED. THAT PERSON DESIRES TO PLEASE HIM, FINDS REST, AND RECEIVES A CERTAIN NAME. THOSE WHO THUS ARE GOING TO HAVE KNOWLEDGE KNOW WHENCE THEY CAME AND WHITHER THEY ARE GOING. THEY KNOW IT AS SOMEONE WHO, HAVING BECOME [SEXLESSLY] INTOXICATED, HAS TURNED FROM HIS [SEXUAL] DRUNKENNESS AND, HAVING COME TO HIMSELF, HAS RESTORED WHAT IS HIS OWN. HE HAS TURNED MANY FROM [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. HE WENT BEFORE THEM TO THEIR OWN PLACES, FROM WHICH THEY DEPARTED WHEN THEY ERRED BECAUSE OF THE DEPTH OF HIM WHO SURROUNDS EVERY PLACE, WHEREAS THERE IS NOTHING THAT SURROUNDS HIM. IT WAS A GREAT WONDER THAT THEY WERE IN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WITHOUT KNOWING HIM AND THAT THEY WERE ABLE TO LEAVE ON THEIR OWN, SINCE THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO CONTAIN HIM AND KNOW HIM IN WHOM THEY WERE, FOR INDEED HIS WILL HAD NOT COME FORTH FROM HIM. FOR HE REVEALED IT AS A KNOWLEDGE WITH WHICH ALL ITS EMANATIONS AGREE, NAMELY, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LIVING BOOK THAT HE REVEALED TO THE ETERNAL BEINGS AT LAST AS HIS LETTERS, DISPLAYING TO THEM THAT THESE ARE NOT MERELY VOWELS OR CONSONANTS, SO THAT ONE MAY READ THEM AND THINK OF SOMETHING VOID OF MEANING. ON THE CONTRARY, THEY ARE LETTERS THAT CONVEY THE TRUTH. THEY ARE PRONOUNCED ONLY WHEN THEY ARE KNOWN. EACH LETTER IS A PERFECT TRUTH LIKE A PERFECT BOOK, FOR THEY ARE LETTERS WRITTEN BY THE HAND OF THE UNITY, SINCE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WROTE THEM FOR THE ETERNAL BEINGS, SO THAT THEY BY MEANS OF HIS LETTERS MIGHT COME TO KNOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. 
THE FATHER [STEPHEN'S] SON IS JESUS [OR ENOCH] OF THE UTMOST SWEETNESS
HIS WISDOM CONTEMPLATES THE WORD, HIS TEACHING EXPRESSES IT, HIS KNOWLEDGE HAS REVEALED IT, HIS HONOR IS A CROWN UPON IT, HIS JOY AGREES WITH IT, HIS GLORY HAS EXALTED IT, HIS IMAGE HAS REVEALED IT, HIS REST HAS RECEIVED IT, HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE HAS EMBODIED IT, HIS TRUST HAS EMBRACED IT. THUS, THE WORD OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] GOES FORTH INTO ALL, BEING THE FRUIT OF HIS HEART AND EXPRESSION OF HIS WILL. IT SUPPORTS ALL. IT CHOOSES THEM AND ALSO TAKES THE CHARACTER OF ALL AND PURIFIES THEM, CAUSING THEM TO RETURN TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], TO THE MOTHER [VICTORIA---GREAT VIRGIN], JESUS OF THE UTMOST SWEETNESS. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OPENS HIS BOSOM, AND HIS BOSOM IS THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]. HE REVEALS HIS HIDDENSELF, WHICH IS HIS SON [JEHOVAH & VICTORIA AND VICTOR & VICTORIA AMD JEHOVAH & VICTORIA AND PETER & VICTORIA AND ISRAEL & RACHEL AND JACOB & RACHEL, JOHN & ELIZABETH AND ELIJAH & VICTORIA AND SAUL & AHONOAM, JESUS & MARY AND MOSES & ZIPPORAH AND DAVID & BATHSHEBA, JAMES & MARY AND MICHAEL & MICHAL AND REHOBOAM & ABIHAIL, STEPHEN & STEPHANIE & JOB & VICTORIA AND JEROBOAM & VICTORIA, STEPHEN & VICTORIA AND ENOCH & VICTORIA AND SOLOMON & SALOME, & YAHWEH & VICTORIA AND ENOCH & VICTORIA AND YAHWEH & VICTORIA, BUT THE LORD ENOCH THE GREAT VIRGIN & PENTECOST [HEBREWS 11:5] ONLY & THE LORD VICTORIA, THE GREAT VIRGIN & PENTECOST [PROVERBS 8:22-29] ONLY AND THE LORD VICTORIA THE GREAT VIRGIN & PENTECOST [PROVERBS 8:2-29] ONLY & THE LORD ENOCH, THE GREAT VIRGIN & PENTECOST [HEBREWS 11:5] ONLY ALWAYS FOREVER ENDLESSLY PLEASED THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD & THESE ARE ALL OF THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S 26 SONS & 26 DAUGHTERS IN ALL OF THE UNIVERSAL CREATION AT EVERY OF THE 9 LEVELS], SO THAT THROUGH THE COMPASSION OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THE ETERNAL BEINGS MAY KNOW HIM, END THEIR WEARYING SEARCH FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND REST THEMSELVES IN HIM, KNOWING THAT THIS IS REST. AFTER HE HAD FILLED WHAT WAS INCOMPLETE, HE DID AWAY WITH ITS FORM. THE FORM OF THAT WHICH WAS INCOMPLETE IS THE WORLD, WHICH IT SERVED. FOR WHERE THERE IS ENVY AND STRIFE, THERE IS AN INCOMPLETENESS; BUT WHERE THERE IS UNITY, THERE IS COMPLETENESS. SINCE THIS INCOMPLETENESS CAME ABOUT BECAUSE THEY DID NOT KNOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN], FROM THE MOMENT WHEN THEY KNOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN], INCOMPLETENESS WILL CEASE TO EXIST. AS ONE'S IGNORANCE DISAPPEARS WHEN ONE GAINS KNOWLEDGE, AND AS DARKNESS DISAPPEARS WHEN LIGHT APPEARS, SO ALSO INCOMPLETENESS IS ELIMINATED BY COMPLETENESS. CERTAINLY, FROM THAT MOMENT ON, FORM IS NO LONGER MANIFEST BUT WILL BE DISSOLVED IN FUSION WITH UNITY. NOW THEIR WORKS LIE SCATTERED. IN TIME UNITY WILL MAKE THE SPACES COMPLETE. BY MEANS OF UNITY EACH ONE WILL UNDERSTAND HIMSELF. BY MEANS OF KNOWLEDGE ONE WILL PURIFY HIMSELF FROM MULTIPLICITY INTO UNITY, DEVOURING MATTER WITHIN HIMSELF LIKE FIRE AND DARKNESS BY LIGHT, DEATH BY LIFE. 
BREAKING DEFECTIVE [SEXUAL] DISHES [CUP & PLATTER] WHEN MOVING [IN GRAVITY]
CERTAINLY, IF THESE THINGS HAVE HAPPENED TO EACH ONE OF US, IT IS FITTING FOR US, SURELY, TO THINK ABOUT ALL SO THAT THE HOUSE MAY BE HOLY AND SILENT FOR UNITY. LIKE PEOPLE WHO HAVE MOVED FROM A HOUSE, IF THEY HAVE SOME DISHES AROUND THAT ARE NOT GOOD, THEY ARE BROKEN. NEVERTHELESS, THE HOUSEHOLDER DOES NOT SUFFER A LOSS BUT REJOICES, FOR IN THE PLACE OF THESE DEFECTIVE DISHES [JAMES 5:19-20] THERE ARE THOSE THAT ARE COMPLETELY PERFECT. FOR THIS IS THE JUDGMENT THAT HAS COME FROM ABOVE AND THAT HAS JUDGED EVERY PERSON, A DRAWN TWO-EDGED SWORD CUTTING ON THIS SIDE AND THAT. WHEN THE WORD APPEARED, WHO IS IN THE HEART OF THOSE WHO PRONOUNCE IT—IT WAS NOT MERELY A SOUND BUT HAS BECOME A BODY—A GREAT DISTURBANCE OCCURRED AMONG THE DISHES, FOR SOME WERE EMPTIED, OTHERS FILLED; SOME WERE PROVIDED FOR, OTHERS WERE REMOVED; SOME WERE PURIFIED, STILL OTHERS WERE BROKEN. ALL THE SPACES WERE SHAKEN AND DISTURBED FOR THEY HAD NO COMPOSURE NOR STABILITY. ERROR WAS DISTURBED, NOT KNOWING WHAT SHE SHOULD DO. SHE WAS TROUBLED, SHE LAMENTED, SHE WAS BESIDE HERSELF BECAUSE SHE DID NOT KNOW ANYTHING. WHEN KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS THE ABOLISHMENT OF [SEXUAL] ERROR, APPROACHED HER WITH ALL HER EMANATIONS, [SEXUAL] ERROR WAS EMPTY, SINCE THERE WAS NOTHING IN HER. TRUTH APPEARED; ALL ITS EMANATIONS RECOGNIZED IT. THEY GREETED THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN TRUTH WITH A POWER WHICH IS COMPLETE AND WHICH JOINS THEM WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. 
[INFALLIBLE INERRANT] TRUTH IS THE MOUTH OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]
EACH ONE [SEXLESSLY] LOVES TRUTH BECAUSE TRUTH IS THE MOUTH OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. HIS TONGUE IS THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]. WHOEVER TOUCHES TRUTH TOUCHES THE MOUTH OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] BY HIS TONGUE AT THE TIME WHEN ONE WILL RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]. THIS IS THE MANIFESTATION OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND HIS REVELATION TO HIS ETERNAL BEINGS. HE REVEALED WHAT IS HIDDEN IN HIM AND EXPLAINED IT. FOR WHO IS IT WHO EXISTS IF IT IS NOT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HIMSELF? ALL THE SPACES ARE HIS EMANATIONS. THEY KNEW THAT THEY STEM FROM HIM AS CHILDREN FROM A PERFECT MAN. THEY KNEW THAT THEY HAD NOT YET RECEIVED FORM, NOR HAD THEY YET RECEIVED A NAME, EVERY ONE OF WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] PRODUCES. IF THEY AT THAT TIME RECEIVE THE FORM OF HIS KNOWLEDGE, THOUGH THEY ARE TRULY IN HIM, THEY DO NOT KNOW HIM. BUT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS PERFECT. HE KNOWS EVERY SPACE THAT IS WITHIN HIM. IF HE PLEASES, HE REVEALS ANYONE WHOM HE DESIRES BY GIVING HIM A FORM AND BY GIVING HIM A NAME; AND HE DOES GIVE A NAME AND CAUSE TO COME INTO BEING. THOSE WHO DO NOT YET EXIST ARE IGNORANT OF HIM WHO CREATED THEM. I DO NOT SAY, THEN, THAT THOSE WHO DO NOT YET EXIST ARE NOTHING. BUT THEY ARE IN HIM WHO WILL DESIRE THAT THEY EXIST WHEN HE PLEASES, LIKE AN EVENT THAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN. ON THE ONE HAND, HE KNOWS, BEFORE ANYTHING IS REVEALED, WHAT HE WILL PRODUCE. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE FRUIT THAT HAS NOT YET BEEN REVEALED DOES NOT KNOW ANYTHING NOR IS ANYTHING EITHER. THUS, EACH SPACE THAT, ON ITS PART, IS IN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] COMES FROM THE EXISTENT ONE, WHO, ON HIS PART, HAS ESTABLISHED IT FROM THE NONEXISTENT. FOR WHOEVER HAS NO ROOT HAS NO FRUIT, BUT ALTHOUGH THINKING, "I HAVE COME INTO BEING," THAT ONE WILL PERISH. FOR THIS REASON, WHOEVER DOES NOT EXIST AT ALL WILL NEVER EXIST. 
WAKING UP AND COMING TO KNOWLEDGE
WHAT, THEN, IS THAT WHICH HE WANTS SUCH A ONE TO THINK? "I AM LIKE THE SHADOWS AND PHANTOMS OF THE NIGHT." WHEN MORNING COMES, THIS ONE KNOWS THAT THE FEAR THAT HAD BEEN EXPERIENCED WAS NOTHING. THUS, THEY WERE IGNORANT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]; HE IS THE ONE WHOM THEY DID NOT SEE. SINCE THERE HAD BEEN FEAR AND CONFUSION AND A LACK OF CONFIDENCE AND DOUBLE-MINDEDNESS AND DIVISION [JAMES 4:8-10], THERE WERE MANY ILLUSIONS THAT WERE CONCEIVED BY THEM, AS WELL AS EMPTY IGNORANCE—AS IF THEY WERE FAST ASLEEP AND FOUND THEMSELVES A PREY TO TROUBLED DREAMS. EITHER THEY ARE FLEEING SOMEWHERE, OR THEY LACK STRENGTH TO ESCAPE WHEN PURSUED. THEY ARE INVOLVED IN INFLICTING BLOWS, OR THEY THEMSELVES RECEIVE BRUISES. THEY ARE FALLING FROM HIGH PLACES, OR THEY FLY THROUGH THE AIR WITH NO WINGS AT ALL. OTHER TIMES, IT IS AS IF CERTAIN PEOPLE WERE TRYING TO KILL THEM, EVEN THOUGH THERE IS NO ONE PURSUING THEM; OR THEY THEMSELVES ARE KILLING THOSE BESIDE THEM, AND THEY ARE STAINED BY THEIR BLOOD. UNTIL THE MOMENT WHEN THEY WHO ARE PASSING THROUGH ALL THESE THINGS—I MEAN THEY WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED ALL THESE [SEXUAL] CONFUSIONS [2ND THESSALONIANS 2:1-12]—AWAKEN, THEY SEE NOTHING BECAUSE THE DREAMS WERE NOTHING. IT IS THUS THAT THEY WHO CAST IGNORANCE FROM THEM LIKE SLEEP DO NOT CONSIDER IT TO BE ANYTHING, NOR REGARD ITS PROPERTIES TO BE SOMETHING REAL, BUT THEY RENOUNCE THEM LIKE A DREAM IN THE NIGHT AND THEY CONSIDER THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] TO BE THE DAWN. IT IS THUS THAT EACH ONE HAS ACTED, AS IF ASLEEP, DURING THE TIME OF IGNORANCE, AND THUS A PERSON COMES TO UNDERSTAND, AS IF AWAKENING. AND HAPPY IS THE ONE WHO COMES TO HIMSELF AND AWAKENS. INDEED, BLESSINGS ON ONE WHO HAS OPENED THE EYES OF THE BLIND. THE SPIRIT CAME TO THIS PERSON IN HASTE WHEN THE PERSON WAS AWAKENED. HAVING GIVEN ITS HAND TO THE ONE LYING PRONE ON THE GROUND, IT PLACED HIM FIRMLY ON HIS FEET, FOR HE HAD NOT YET STOOD UP. THIS GAVE THEM THE MEANS OF KNOWING THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE REVELATION OF HIS SON [ENOCH]. FOR WHEN THEY SAW IT AND LISTENED TO IT, HE PERMITTED THEM TO TAKE A TASTE OF AND TO SMELL AND TO GRASP THE BELOVED SON. 
THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] REVEALS THE WORD OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]
THE SON APPEARED, INFORMING THEM OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE ILLIMITABLE ONE. HE INSPIRED THEM WITH THAT WHICH IS IN THE MIND, WHILE DOING HIS WILL. MANY RECEIVED THE LIGHT AND TURNED TOWARD HIM. BUT MATERIAL PEOPLE WERE ALIEN TO HIM AND DID NOT DISCERN HIS APPEARANCE NOR RECOGNIZE HIM. FOR HE CAME IN THE LIKENESS OF FLESH AND NOTHING BLOCKED HIS WAY BECAUSE WHAT IS INCORRUPTIBLE IS IRRESISTIBLE. MOREOVER, WHILE SAYING NEW THINGS, SPEAKING ABOUT WHAT IS IN THE HEART OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], HE PROCLAIMED THE FAULTLESS WORD. LIGHT SPOKE THROUGH HIS MOUTH, AND HIS VOICE BROUGHT FORTH LIFE. HE GAVE THEM THOUGHT AND UNDERSTANDING AND MERCY AND SALVATION, AND THE SPIRIT OF STRENGTH DERIVED FROM THE INFINITY AND SWEETNESS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. HE CAUSED PUNISHMENTS AND SCOURGINGS TO CEASE, FOR IT WAS THEY THAT CAUSED MANY IN NEED OF MERCY TO STRAY FROM HIM IN [SEXUAL] ERROR AND IN [SEXUAL] CHAINS—AND HE MIGHTILY DESTROYED THEM AND DERIDED THEM WITH KNOWLEDGE. HE BECAME A PATH FOR THOSE WHO WENT ASTRAY AND KNOWLEDGE FOR THOSE WHO WERE IGNORANT, A DISCOVERY FOR THOSE WHO SOUGHT, AND A SUPPORT FOR THOSE WHO TREMBLE, A PURITY FOR THOSE WHO WERE [SEXUALLY] DEFILED. 
THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] IS THE SHEPHERD OF THE ONE LOST SHEEP
HE IS THE SHEPHERD WHO LEFT BEHIND THE NINETY-NINE SHEEP THAT HAD NOT STRAYED AND WENT IN SEARCH OF THAT ONE WHICH WAS LOST. HE REJOICED WHEN HE HAD FOUND IT. FOR NINETY-NINE IS A NUMBER EXPRESSED WITH THE LEFT HAND. THE MOMENT HE FINDS THE ONE, HOWEVER, THE WHOLE NUMBER IS TRANSFERRED TO THE RIGHT HAND. THUS, IT IS WITH HIM WHO LACKS THE ONE, THAT IS, THE ENTIRE RIGHT HAND, WHICH ATTRACTS THAT IN WHICH IT IS DEFICIENT, SEIZES IT FROM THE LEFT SIDE, AND TRANSFERS IT TO THE RIGHT. IN THIS WAY, THEN, THE NUMBER BECOMES ONE HUNDRED. THIS IS THE SYMBOL OF THE SOUND OF THE NUMBERS. IT IS THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. HE LABORED EVEN ON THE SABBATH FOR THE SHEEP THAT HE FOUND FALLEN INTO THE PIT. HE SAVED THE LIFE OF THAT SHEEP, BRINGING IT UP FROM THE PIT THAT YOU MAY UNDERSTAND FULLY WHAT THAT SABBATH [SUNDAY THE LORD’S DAY] IS, YOU WHO ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE HEART. IT IS A DAY IN WHICH IT IS NOT FITTING THAT SALVATION BE IDLE, SO THAT YOU MAY SPEAK OF THAT HEAVENLY DAY THAT HAS NO NIGHT AND OF THE SUN THAT DOES NOT SET BECAUSE IT IS PERFECT. SAY THEN IN YOUR HEART THAT YOU ARE THIS PERFECT DAY AND THAT IN YOU LIVES THE LIGHT THAT DOES NOT FAIL. 
PUTTING KNOWLEDGE INTO PRACTICE
SPEAK CONCERNING THE TRUTH TO THOSE WHO SEEK IT AND OF KNOWLEDGE TO THOSE WHO, IN THEIR ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], HAVE COMMITTED [SEXUAL] SINS. MAKE SURE-FOOTED THOSE WHO STUMBLE, AND STRETCH FORTH YOUR HANDS TO THE SICK [JAMES 5:19-20. NOURISH THE HUNGRY, AND SET AT EASE THOSE WHO ARE TROUBLED. RAISE UP AND AWAKEN THOSE WHO SLEEP. YOU ARE THIS UNDERSTANDING THAT SEIZES YOU. IF THE STRONG FOLLOW THIS COURSE, THEY ARE EVEN STRONGER. TURN YOUR ATTENTION TO YOURSELVES. DO NOT BE CONCERNED WITH OTHER THINGS, NAMELY, THAT WHICH YOU HAVE CAST FORTH FROM YOURSELVES, THAT WHICH YOU HAVE DISMISSED. DO NOT RETURN TO THEM TO EAT THEM. DO NOT BE MOTH-EATEN. DO NOT BE WORM-EATEN, FOR YOU HAVE ALREADY SHAKEN IT OFF. DO NOT BE A PLACE OF THE DEVIL [JAMES 4:1-10 & 1ST PETER 5:5-11], FOR YOU HAVE ALREADY DESTROYED HIM. DO NOT STRENGTHEN YOUR LAST OBSTACLES, BECAUSE THAT IS REPREHENSIBLE. FOR THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS ONE IS NOTHING. HE HARMS HIMSELF MORE THAN THE [SEXLESS] LAW. FOR THAT ONE DOES HIS WORKS BECAUSE HE IS A [SEXUAL] LAWLESS PERSON. BUT THIS ONE, BECAUSE HE IS A RIGHTEOUS PERSON, DOES HIS WORKS AMONG OTHERS. DO THE WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THEN, FOR YOU ARE FROM HIM. 
THE SWEETNESS OF THE FATHER
FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS SWEET AND HIS WILL IS GOOD. HE KNOWS THE THINGS THAT ARE YOURS, SO THAT YOU MAY REST YOURSELVES IN THEM. FOR BY THE FRUITS ONE KNOWS THE THINGS THAT ARE YOURS, THAT THEY ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND ONE KNOWS HIS AROMA, THAT YOU ORIGINATE FROM THE GRACE OF HIS COUNTENANCE. FOR THIS REASON, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] [SEXLESSLY] LOVES HIS AROMA; AND IT MANIFESTS ITSELF IN EVERY PLACE; AND WHEN IT IS MIXED WITH MATTER, HE GIVES HIS AROMA TO THE LIGHT; AND INTO HIS REST HE CAUSES IT TO ASCEND IN EVERY FORM AND IN EVERY SOUND. FOR IT IS NOT EARS THAT SMELL THE AROMA, BUT IT IS THE SPIRIT THAT POSSESSES THE SENSE OF SMELL AND DRAWS IT FOR ITSELF TO ITSELF AND SINKS INTO THE AROMA OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THUS, THE SPIRIT CARES FOR IT AND TAKES IT TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH IT HAS COME, THE FIRST AROMA, WHICH HAS GROWN COLD. IT IS IN A PSYCHICAL FORM, RESEMBLING COLD WATER THAT HAS SUNK INTO SOIL THAT IS NOT HARD, OF WHICH THOSE WHO SEE IT THINK, "IT IS EARTH." AFTERWARD, IT EVAPORATES IF A BREATH OF WIND DRAWS IT, AND IT BECOMES WARM. THE COLD AROMAS, THEN, ARE FROM DIVISION. FOR THIS REASON, FAITH CAME AND DESTROYED DIVISION AND BROUGHT THE WARM FULLNESS OF [SEXLESS] LOVE, SO THAT THE COLD MAY NOT RETURN, BUT THE UNITY OF PERFECT THOUGHT MAY PREVAIL.
THE FATHER [STEPHEN] RESTORES [SEXUAL] DEFICIENCY WITH [SEXLESS] FULLNESS
THIS IS THE WORD OF THE GOSPEL ABOUT FINDING THE FULLNESS FOR THOSE WHO WAIT FOR THE SALVATION THAT COMES FROM ABOVE. WHEN THEIR HOPE, FOR WHICH THEY ARE WAITING, IS WAITING—THEY WHOSE LIKENESS IS THE LIGHT IN WHICH THERE IS NO SHADOW—THEN AT THAT TIME THE FULLNESS IS ABOUT TO COME. THE DEFICIENCY OF MATTER, HOWEVER, IS NOT BECAUSE OF THE INFINITY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO CAME TO GIVE TIME TO DEFICIENCY. IN FACT, IT IS NOT RIGHT TO SAY THAT THE INCORRUPTIBLE ONE WILL COME IN THIS MANNER. THE DEPTH OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS PROFOUND, AND THE THOUGHT OF [SEXUAL] ERROR IS NOT WITH HIM. IT IS A MATTER OF FALLING DOWN AND A MATTER OF BEING READILY SET UPRIGHT AT THE DISCOVERY OF THE ONE WHO HAS COME TO WHAT HE WOULD BRING BACK. THIS BRINGING BACK IS CALLED REPENTANCE. FOR THIS REASON, [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION HAS BREATHED. IT FOLLOWED ONE WHO HAS SINNED, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY FIND REST. FORGIVENESS IS THAT WHICH REMAINS FOR THE LIGHT IN THE DEFICIENCY, THE WORD OF THE FULLNESS. FOR THE DOCTOR HURRIES TO THE PLACE WHERE THERE IS SICKNESS, BECAUSE THAT IS THE DOCTOR'S WISH. THE SICK PERSON IS IN A DEFICIENT CONDITION BUT DOES NOT HIDE, BECAUSE THE DOCTOR POSSESSES WHAT THE PATIENT LACKS. IN THIS MANNER THE DEFICIENCY IS FILLED BY THE FULLNESS, WHICH HAS NO DEFICIENCY, AND WHICH WAS GIVEN IN ORDER TO FILL THE ONE DEFICIENT, SO THAT THE PERSON MAY RECEIVE GRACE. FOR WHILE DEFICIENT, THIS PERSON HAD NO GRACE. BECAUSE OF THIS A DIMINISHING OCCURRED WHERE THERE IS NO GRACE. WHEN THE DIMINISHED PART WAS RESTORED, THE PERSON IN NEED REVEALED HIMSELF AS FULLNESS. THIS IS WHAT IT MEANS TO FIND THE LIGHT OF TRUTH THAT HAS SHONE TOWARD THE PERSON: IT IS UNCHANGEABLE. 
[HOLY] ANOINTING THE [3] CHOSEN [FEW] WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN'S] MERCY 
FOR THIS REASON, THEY WHO HAVE BEEN TROUBLED SPEAK ABOUT CHRIST IN THEIR MIDST SO THAT THEY MAY RECEIVE RESTORATION AND HE MAY ANOINT THEM WITH THE OINTMENT. THE [HOLY] OINTMENT IS THE PITY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO WILL HAVE MERCY ON THEM. BUT THOSE WHOM HE HAS ANOINTED ARE THOSE WHO ARE PERFECT. FOR FILLED VESSELS ARE USUALLY COATED WITH SEALING WAX. BUT WHEN THE COATING IS RUINED, THE VESSEL MAY LEAK, AND THE CAUSE OF ITS DEFECT IS THE LACK OF COATING. FOR THEN A BREATH OF WIND AND THE POWER THAT IT HAS CAN MAKE IT EVAPORATE. BUT FROM THE JAR THAT IS WITHOUT DEFECT NO SEAL IS REMOVED, NOR DOES IT LEAK. BUT WHAT IT LACKS IS FILLED AGAIN, BY THE PERFECT FATHER [STEPHEN] [JAMES 1:17]. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS [ONLY] GOOD [LUKE 18:19]. HE KNOWS HIS PLANTINGS BECAUSE HE IS THE ONE WHO HAS PLANTED THEM IN HIS PARADISE. AND HIS PARADISE IS HIS PLACE OF REST [ASLEEP IN ZZZZZZ IN ACTS 7:60]. 
THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS THE [ULTIMATE] BEGINNING AND THE [ULTIMATE] ENDING [IN FOREVER ENDLESS ETERNITY’S]
PARADISE IS THE PERFECTION IN THE THOUGHT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE PLANTS ARE THE WORDS OF HIS REFLECTION. EACH ONE OF HIS WORDS IS THE WORK OF HIS WILL ALONE, IN THE REVELATION OF HIS WORD. SINCE THEY WERE IN THE DEPTH OF HIS MIND, THE WORD, WHO WAS THE FIRST TO COME FORTH, CAUSED THEM TO APPEAR, ALONG WITH AN INTELLECT THAT SPEAKS THE UNIQUE WORD BY MEANS OF A SILENT GRACE. IT WAS CALLED THOUGHT, SINCE THEY WERE IN IT BEFORE BECOMING MANIFEST. IT HAPPENED, THEN, THAT THE WORD WAS THE FIRST TO COME FORTH AT THE MOMENT PLEASING TO THE WILL OF HIM WHO DESIRED IT; AND IT IS IN THE WILL THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS AT REST AND WITH WHICH HE IS PLEASED. NOTHING HAPPENS WITHOUT HIM, NOR DOES ANYTHING OCCUR WITHOUT THE WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. BUT HIS WILL IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE. HIS WILL IS HIS FOOTSTEP, BUT NO ONE CAN KNOW IT, NOR IS IT POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO CONCENTRATE ON IT IN ORDER TO POSSESS IT. BUT THAT WHICH HE WISHES TAKES PLACE AT THE MOMENT HE WISHES IT—EVEN IF THE VIEW DOES NOT PLEASE PEOPLE BEFORE GOD: IT IS THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] WILL. FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN] KNOWS THE [ULTIMATE] BEGINNING OF THEM ALL [IN PROVERBS 8:22-31] AS WELL AS THEIR [ULTIMATE] END [IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30]. FOR WHEN THEIR END ARRIVES, HE WILL GREET THEM. THE END, YOU SEE, IS THE RECOGNITION OF HIM WHO IS HIDDEN, THAT IS, THE FATHER [STEPHEN], FROM WHOM THE BEGINNING CAME FORTH AND TO WHOM WILL RETURN ALL WHO HAVE COME FROM HIM. FOR THEY WERE MADE MANIFEST FOR THE GLORY AND THE JOY OF HIS NAME. 
THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] IS THE NAME AND REVELATION OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]
THE NAME OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS THE SON. IT IS HE WHO, IN THE BEGINNING, GAVE A NAME TO HIM WHO CAME FROM HIM, WHILE HE REMAINED THE SAME, AND HE CONCEIVED HIM AS A SON. HE GAVE HIM HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHICH BELONGED TO HIM—HE, THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO POSSESSES EVERYTHING THAT EXISTS AROUND HIM. HE POSSESSES THE NAME; HE HAS THE SON. IT IS POSSIBLE FOR THE SON TO BE SEEN. THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], HOWEVER, IS INVISIBLE, FOR IT ALONE IS THE MYSTERY OF THE INVISIBLE ABOUT TO COME TO EARS COMPLETELY FILLED WITH IT THROUGH THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] AGENCY. MOREOVER, AS FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN], HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS NOT PRONOUNCED BUT IS REVEALED THROUGH A SON. THUS, THEN, THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS GREAT. WHO, THEN, HAS BEEN ABLE TO PRONOUNCE A NAME FOR HIM, THIS GREAT NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], EXCEPT HIM ALONE TO WHOM THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BELONGS AND THE CHILDREN OF THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], IN WHOM THE NAME OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS AT REST, AND WHO THEMSELVES IN TURN ARE AT REST IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], SINCE THE FATHER [STEPHEN AS THE LORD YAHWEH HIMSELF] HAS NO BEGINNING? IT IS HE ALONE WHO CONCEIVED IT FOR HIMSELF AS A NAME, IN THE BEGINNING BEFORE HE HAD CREATED THE ETERNAL BEINGS, THAT THE NAME OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SHOULD BE SUPREME OVER THEM—THAT IS, THE TRUE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHICH IS SECURE BY HIS AUTHORITY AND BY HIS PERFECT POWER. FOR THE NAME IS NOT DRAWN FROM LEXICONS, NOR IS HIS NAME DERIVED FROM COMMON NAME-GIVING. IT IS INVISIBLE. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ALONE GAVE THE SON A NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], BECAUSE HE ALONE SAW HIM AND BECAUSE HE ALONE WAS CAPABLE OF GIVING HIM A NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. FOR HE WHO DOES NOT EXIST HAS NO NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. FOR WHAT NAME WOULD ONE GIVE HIM WHO DID NOT EXIST? NEVERTHELESS, HE WHO EXISTS, EXISTS ALSO WITH HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH IN ACTS 17:22-30], AND HE ALONE KNOWS IT, AND TO HIM ALONE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] GAVE A NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. HE IS THE FATHER [STEPHEN], HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS THE SON. HE DID NOT, THEREFORE, KEEP IT SECRETLY HIDDEN, BUT IT CAME INTO EXISTENCE, AND THE SON HIMSELF DISCLOSED THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH].  THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THEN, IS THAT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], JUST AS THE NAME OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS THE BELOVED SON. FOR OTHERWISE, WHERE WOULD HE FIND A NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] EXCEPT FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN]? BUT SOMEONE WILL PROBABLY SAY TO A FRIEND, "WHO WOULD GIVE A NAME TO SOMEONE WHO EXISTED BEFORE HIMSELF, AS IF, INDEED, CHILDREN DID NOT RECEIVE THEIR NAME FROM ONE OF THOSE WHO GAVE THEM BIRTH?" ABOVE ALL, THEN, IT IS FITTING FOR US TO THINK THIS POINT OVER: WHAT IS THE NAME? THIS IS THE TRUE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT CAME FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN], FOR IT IS HE WHO OWNS THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. HE DID NOT, YOU SEE, GET THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ON LOAN, AS IN THE CASE OF OTHERS, WHO RECEIVE NAMES THAT ARE MADE UP. THIS IS THE PROPER [PERSONAL] NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THERE IS NO ONE ELSE TO WHOM HE HAS GIVEN IT. IT REMAINED UNNAMED, UNUTTERED, TILL THE MOMENT WHEN HE WHO IS PERFECT PRONOUNCED IT HIMSELF; AND IT WAS HE ALONE WHO WAS ABLE TO PRONOUNCE HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND TO SEE IT. WHEN IT PLEASED THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THEN, THAT HIS SON SHOULD BE HIS PRONOUNCED NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND WHEN HE WHO HAS COME FROM THE DEPTH DISCLOSED THIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], HE DIVULGED WHAT WAS HIDDEN, BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WAS ABSOLUTE GOODNESS. FOR THIS REASON, INDEED, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] BROUGHT THIS PARTICULAR ONE FORTH, THAT HE MIGHT SPEAK CONCERNING THE REALM AND HIS PLACE OF REST FROM WHICH HE HAD COME FORTH, AND THAT HE MIGHT GLORIFY THE FULLNESS, THE GREATNESS OF HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND THE SWEETNESS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. 
THE PLACE OF THE [SEXLESSLY] BLESSED
EACH ONE WILL SPEAK CONCERNING THE PLACE FROM WHICH THEY HAVE COME FORTH, AND TO THE REGION FROM WHICH THEY RECEIVED THEIR ESSENTIAL BEING THEY WILL HASTEN TO RETURN ONCE AGAIN AND RECEIVE FROM THAT PLACE, THE PLACE WHERE THEY STOOD BEFORE, AND THEY WILL TASTE OF THAT PLACE, BE NOURISHED, AND GROW. AND THEIR OWN PLACE OF REST IS THEIR FULLNESS. ALL THE EMANATIONS FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THEREFORE, ARE FULLNESSES, AND ALL HIS EMANATIONS HAVE THEIR ROOTS IN THE ONE WHO CAUSED THEM ALL TO GROW FROM HIMSELF. HE ASSIGNED THEIR DESTINIES. THEY, THEN, BECAME MANIFEST INDIVIDUALLY THAT THEY MIGHT BE PERFECTED IN THEIR OWN THOUGHT, FOR THAT PLACE TO WHICH THEY EXTEND THEIR THOUGHT IS THEIR ROOT, WHICH LIFTS THEM UPWARD THROUGH ALL [TOP] HEIGHTS TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THEY REACH HIS HEAD, WHICH IS REST FOR THEM, AND THEY REMAIN THERE NEAR TO IT AS THOUGH TO SAY THAT THEY HAVE TOUCHED HIS FACE BY MEANS OF EMBRACES. BUT THEY DO NOT MAKE THIS PLAIN. FOR NEITHER HAVE THEY EXALTED THEMSELVES NOR HAVE THEY DIMINISHED THE GLORY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], NOR HAVE THEY THOUGHT OF HIM AS SMALL, NOR BITTER, NOR ANGRY, BUT AS ABSOLUTELY GOOD, UNPERTURBED, SWEET, KNOWING ALL THE SPACES BEFORE THEY CAME INTO EXISTENCE AND HAVING NO NEED OF INSTRUCTION. SUCH ARE THEY WHO POSSESS FROM ABOVE SOMETHING OF THIS IMMEASURABLE GREATNESS, AS THEY STRAIN TOWARD THAT UNIQUE AND PERFECT ONE WHO EXISTS THERE FOR THEM. AND THEY DO NOT GO DOWN TO HADES. THEY HAVE NEITHER ENVY NOR MOANING, NOR IS DEATH IN THEM. BUT THEY REST IN HIM WHO RESTS, WITHOUT WEARYING THEMSELVES OR BECOMING [SEXUALLY] CONFUSED ABOUT TRUTH. BUT THEY, INDEED, ARE THE TRUTH, AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS IN THEM, AND THEY ARE IN THE FATHER [STEPHEN], SINCE THEY ARE PERFECT, INSEPARABLE FROM HIM WHO IS TRULY GOOD. THEY LACK NOTHING IN ANY WAY, BUT THEY ARE GIVEN REST AND ARE REFRESHED BY THE SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24; 14:26; 15:26; 16:13 & ACTS 6:5, 10; 7:55-56]. AND THEY LISTEN TO THEIR ROOT; THEY ARE BUSY WITH CONCERNS IN WHICH ONE WILL FIND HIS ROOT, AND ONE WILL SUFFER NO LOSS TO HIS SOUL. SUCH IS THE PLACE OF THE BLESSED; THIS IS THEIR PLACE. AS FOR THE OTHERS, THEN, MAY THEY KNOW, IN THEIR PLACE, THAT IT DOES NOT SUIT ME, AFTER HAVING BEEN IN THE PLACE OF REST, TO SAY ANYTHING MORE. IT IS THERE I SHALL DWELL IN ORDER TO DEVOTE MYSELF, AT ALL TIMES, TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL AND THE TRUE FRIENDS [JOHN 15:13-15], THOSE UPON WHOM THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS LAVISHED, AND IN WHOSE MIDST NOTHING OF HIM IS LACKING. IT IS THEY WHO MANIFEST THEMSELVES TRULY, SINCE THEY ARE IN THAT TRUE AND ETERNAL LIFE AND SPEAK OF THE PERFECT LIGHT FILLED WITH THE SEED [LUKE 8:11] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHICH IS IN HIS HEART AND IN THE FULLNESS, WHILE HIS SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] REJOICES IN IT AND GLORIFIES HIM IN WHOM IT WAS, BECAUSE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS [ONLY] GOOD. AND HIS CHILDREN ARE PERFECT AND WORTHY OF HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], BECAUSE HE IS THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. CHILDREN OF THIS KIND ARE THOSE WHOM HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVES.
THE GNOSTIC GOSPEL OF PHILIP
CONVERTS
A JEW MAKES A JEW WHOM WE CALL A CONVERT. A CONVERT MAKES NO CONVERT. SOME ARE AND MAKE OTHERS LIKE THEM, WHILE OTHERS SIMPLY ARE. 
SLAVES
A SLAVE LONGS FOR FREEDOM AND DOESN'T HOPE TO OWN A MASTER'S ESTATE. A CHILD CLAIMS THE FATHER'S LEGACY, BUT THOSE WHO INHERIT THE DEAD ARE DEAD. HEIRS TO THE LIVING ARE ALIVE AND ARE HEIRS TO LIFE AND DEATH. THE DEAD ARE HEIRS TO NOTHING. HOW CAN THE DEAD INHERIT? YET IF THE DEAD INHERITS THE LIVING, THE LIVING WON'T DIE AND THE DEAD WILL SURVIVE. 
GENTILES, JEWS, CHRISTIANS
A GENTILE DOESN'T DIE, NEVER HAVING BEEN ALIVE TO DIE. YOU WHO FIND TRUTH ARE ALIVE; ANOTHER MAY DIE, BEING ALIVE. SINCE CHRIST CAME THE WORLD WAS MADE, CITIES ADORNED, AND THE DEAD BURIED. WHEN WE WERE JEWS, WE WERE ORPHANS WITH ONLY A MOTHER. WHEN WE TURNED CHRISTIAN, WE HAD A FATHER [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND A MOTHER [LADY STEPHANIE VICTORIA].
SOWING IN SEASON
THOSE WHO SOW IN WINTER REAP IN SUMMER. LET US SOW IN THE WORLD TO REAP IN SUMMER. WINTER IS THE WORLD, SUMMER THE OTHER REALM. IT IS WRONG TO PRAY IN WINTER. FROM WINTER COMES SUMMER. IF YOU REAP IN WINTER YOU WILL NOT REAP. YOU WILL PULL UP YOUNG PLANTS. AT THE WRONG SEASON NO CROP IS YOURS. EVEN ON THE DAYS OF THE SABBATH [SUNDAY] THE FIELD IS BARREN. 
CHRIST AND THE SOUL
CHRIST CAME TO BUY. HE RESCUED AND REDEEMED, REDEEMING ALIENS. HE MADE STRANGERS HIS OWN. HE BROUGHT HIS OWN AND MADE PROMISES, CONSTRUING A STRATEGY, AND GAVE HIS LIFE WHEN HE APPEARED AND WHEN THE WORLD BEGAN. THEN HE CAME AND TOOK BACK WHAT HE PROMISED, WHICH FELL INTO THE HANDS OF THIEVES. THEY CAPTURED IT, BUT HE RESCUED IT BACK. THEN HE REDEEMED BOTH THE GOOD AND EVIL PEOPLE IN THE WORLD. 
LIGHT AND DARKNESS
LIGHT AND DARKNESS, LIFE AND DEATH, ON THE RIGHT AND LEFT, THESE ARE CHILDREN, THEY ARE INSEPARABLY TOGETHER. BUT THE [GODLY] GOOD ARE NOT [FORBIDDEN] GOOD [GENESIS 2:9], THE WICKED [ROMANS 1:21-28] NOT WICKED [SEX APPROVAL ONCE IN ROMANS 1:32], [GODLY] LIFE [ACTS 17:28] NOT [DEVIL’S] LIFE [REVELATION 13:12], [HOLY] DEATH [ACTS 7:60] NOT [UNHOLY] DEATH [REVELATION 13:12]. EACH ELEMENT FADES TO AN ORIGINAL SOURCE. BUT THOSE WHO LIVE ABOVE THE WORLD CANNOT FADE. THEY ARE ETERNAL. 
NAMES
THE NAMES OF EARTHLY THINGS ARE ILLUSORY. WE STRAY FROM THE REAL TO THE UNREAL. IF YOU HEAR THE WORD "GOD," YOU MISS THE REAL AND HEAR THE UNREAL. FATHER [STEPHEN], SON [ENOCH OR JESUS], HOLY SPIRIT [STEPHEN IN JOHN 4:23-24 OR JOHN], LIFE, LIGHT, RESURRECTION, CHURCH. THESE WORDS ARE NOT REAL. THEY ARE UNREAL BUT REFER TO THE REAL, AND ARE HEARD IN THE WORLD. THEY FOOL US. IF THOSE NAMES WERE IN THE ETERNAL REALM, THEY WOULD NEVER BE HEARD ON EARTH. THEY WERE NOT ASSIGNED TO US HERE. THEIR END DWELLS IN THE ETERNAL REALM. 
THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] NOT UTTERED
ONLY ONE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS NOT UTTERED IN THE WORLD: THE NAME THE FATHER [STEPHEN] [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] GAVE THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS]. ABOVE THE NAME OF ALL OTHERS IS THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] WOULD NOT BE FATHER [STEPHEN] WITHOUT WEARING THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THOSE WITH HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] KNOW IT BUT DO NOT SPEAK IT. THOSE WITHOUT HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] DO NOT THINK IT. 
TRUTH MADE NAMES
TRUTH MADE NAMES IN THE WORLD, AND WITHOUT THEM WE CAN'T THINK. TRUTH IS ONE AND IS MANY, TEACHING ONE THING THROUGH THE MANY. 
RULERS
THE RULERS WANTED TO FOOL US, SINCE THEY SAW WE WERE CONNECTED WITH THE GOOD. THEY TOOK THE NAMES OF THE GOOD AND GAVE THEM TO THE NOT GOOD SO, WITH NAMES THEY COULD TRICK AND ROPE US TO THE NOT GOOD. AS THOUGH DOING US A FAVOR, THEY TOOK NAMES FROM THE NOT GOOD AND PLACED THEM ON THE GOOD. THEY KNEW WHAT THEY WERE DOING. THEY WANTED TO GRAB THOSE OF US WHO WERE FREE AND MAKE US ETERNAL SLAVES. 
FORCES
THERE ARE FORCES THAT DON'T WANT US TO BE SAVED. THEY ACT FOR THEIR OWN SAKE IF WE ARE SAVED THERE WILL BE NO SACRIFICES, NO ANIMALS OFFERED TO THE FORCES. YES, THEY MADE SACRIFICES TO THE ANIMALS. THEY WERE ALIVE WHEN THEY OFFERED THEM, AND THEN THEY DIED. THEY OFFERED US DEAD TO GOD, AND WE LIVED. 
ONCE THERE WAS NO BREAD
BEFORE CHRIST CAME THERE WAS NO BREAD IN THE WORLD, JUST AS PARADISE, WITH ITS ADAM, HAD MANY TREES FOR NOURISHING ANIMALS BUT NO WHEAT FOR HUMANS. ONCE WE NOURISHED OURSELVES LIKE ANIMALS, BUT WHEN THE PERFECT CHRIST CAME, HE CARRIED BREAD DOWN FROM HEAVEN SO, WE COULD EAT LIKE HUMANS.
RULERS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT
THE RULERS THOUGHT THEY HAD DONE EVERYTHING ALONE, BUT IN SECRET THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] ON HER OWN ACCOMPLISHED IT ALL. 
SOWING TRUTH
TRUTH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF] FROM THE [ULTIMATE] BEGINNING [PROVERBS 8:22] IS SOWN EVERYWHERE. MANY [27] SEE IT SOWN. FEW [3] SEE IT REAPED. 
MARY AND THE HOLY SPIRIT
SOME SAY THE HOLY SPIRIT INSEMINATED MARY. THEY ARE WRONG AND DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY ARE SAYING. WHEN DID A WOMAN EVER GET A WOMAN PREGNANT? MARY IS A VIRGIN AND NO POWERS DIRTIED HER. SHE IS A GREAT REPUGNANCE TO THE JEWS WHO ARE APOSTOLIC, WHO ARE THE MESSENGERS. NO POWERS DIRTIED THE [TRUE] VIRGIN. THEY DIRTIED THEMSELVES. 
THE LORD [YAHWEH'S] FATHER [STEPHEN]
THE LORD [YAHWEH] WOULD NEVER SAY, "MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS IN HEAVEN" UNLESS HE HAD ANOTHER FATHER [STEPHEN] ELSEWHERE. HE WOULD HAVE SIMPLY SAID, "MY FATHER [STEPHEN]." 
POSSESSIONS
THE LORD SAID TO THE STUDENTS, "FROM EVERY HOUSE YOU ARE IN, TAKE OUT POSSESSIONS, BUT TAKE THINGS INTO THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] HOUSE AND DO NOT STEAL WHAT IS INSIDE AND RUN OFF." 
JESUS IS A HIDDEN NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]
JESUS IS A HIDDEN NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], CHRIST IS AN OPEN ONE. SO, JESUS IS NOT A WORD IN ANY TONGUE BUT A NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THEY CALL HIM. IN SYRIAC THE CHRIST IS MESSIAS, IN GREEK HE IS CHRISTOS. ALL LANGUAGES HAVE THEIR OWN WAY OF CALLING HIM. NAZARENE IS THE REVEALED NAME FOR WHAT IS SECRET. 
WHAT IS CHRIST?
IN HIMSELF, CHRIST HAS EVERYTHING, BE IT HUMAN OR ANGEL OR [TOP-SECRET] MYSTERY AND THE FATHER [STPEHEN]. 
THE LORD ASCENDING
SOME SAY THE LORD [JESUS] DIED FIRST AND THEN ASCENDED. THEY ARE WRONG. HE ROSE FIRST AND THEN HE DIED. UNLESS YOU ARE FIRST RESURRECTED, YOU WILL NOT DIE. AS GOD LIVES, YOU WOULD ALREADY BE DEAD.
PENNY AND SOUL
NO ONE WOULD HIDE A BEAUTIFUL AND VALUABLE OBJECT UNDER A LOVELY COVER, BUT OFTEN VAST MONIES ARE HELD IN A BAG WORTH ONLY A PENNY. CONSIDER THE SOUL. IT IS A PRECIOUS SPIRIT AND IT CAME IN A CONTEMPTIBLE BODY.
SOME ARE AFRAID
SOME ARE AFRAID THAT THEY WILL ASCEND FROM DEATH NAKED, AND THEY WANT TO CLIMB BACK TO LIFE IN THEIR FLESH. THEY ARE UNAWARE THAT THOSE WHO WEAR THEIR FLESH ARE NAKED, AND THOSE WHO STRIP ARE NOT NAKED. "FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD." WHAT WILL WE NOT INHERIT? THE FLESH WE WEAR ON US. BUT WHAT THEN WILL WE INHERIT AS OUR OWN? THE BODY OF JESUS AND HIS BLOOD. AND JESUS SAID, "WHOEVER WILL NOT EAT MY FLESH AND DRINK MY BLOOD HAS NO LIFE WITHIN HIM." WHAT DOES HE MEAN? HIS FLESH IS THE WORD [JOHN 1:14] AND BLOOD THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]. WHO HAS RECEIVED THESE HAS FOOD AND DRINK AND CLOTHING. I CONDEMN THOSE WHO SAY THE FLESH WON'T RISE. THEN BOTH ARE WRONG. YOU SAY THE FLESH WON'T ASCEND. TELL ME, WHAT WILL RISE SO I CAN HONOR YOU? YOU SAY SPIRIT IN THE FLESH [ACTS 6:5] AND LIGHT IN THE FLESH [JOHN 1:1-3]. WHAT IS THE FLESH [JOHN 6:22-59]? YOU SAY THERE IS NOTHING OUTSIDE THE FLESH. THEN RISE IN THE FLESH, SINCE EVERYTHING EXISTS IN IT. IN THIS WORLD THOSE WEARING GARMENTS ARE BETTER THAN GARMENTS. IN HEAVEN THE GARMENTS ARE BETTER THAN THE WEARERS. 
THROUGH WATER AND FIRE
THROUGH WATER AND FIRE THIS WIDE REALM IS PURIFIED, AND THE VISIBLE CLEANED BY THE VISIBLE, AND THE HIDDEN BY THE HIDDEN, BUT THERE ARE ELEMENTS CONCEALED IN THE VISIBLE. THERE IS WATER WITHIN WATER AND FIRE IN THE OIL OF CHRISM. 
JESUS TRICKED EVERYONE
JESUS TRICKED EVERYONE [ACTS 6:15]. HE DID NOT APPEAR AS HE WAS, BUT IN A WAY NOT TO BE SEEN. YET HE APPEARED TO ALL OF THEM. TO THE GREAT HE APPEARED AS GREAT, TO THE SMALL AS SMALL. TO ANGELS HE APPEARED AS AN ANGEL, AND TO HUMANS AS A HUMAN. AND HE HID HIS WORD FROM EVERYONE. SOME LOOKED AT HIM AND THOUGHT THEY SAW THEMSELVES. WHEN BEFORE HIS STUDENTS HE APPEARED GLORIOUSLY ON THE MOUNTAIN, HE WAS NOT SMALL. NO, HE BECAME GREAT, AND HE MADE HIS STUDENTS GROW SO, THEY WOULD KNOW HIS IMMENSITY.
[SEXLESS] UNION WITH ANGELS
ON THE DAY OF THANKSGIVING PRAYER, HE SAID, "YOU WHO HAVE JOINED PERFECT LIGHT WITH HOLY SPIRIT [JAMES 1:17], JOIN THE ANGELS WITH US AS A SINGLE IMAGE [ACTS 6:15]." 
THE LAMB
DON'T HATE THE LAMB [THAT TAKES SEXUAL SIN FROM THE WORLD IN REVELATION 7:14]. WITHOUT THE LAMB YOU CAN'T SEE THE KING.
MEETING THE KING
YOU DON'T MEET THE KING IF YOU ARE NAKED [GOLD TRIED IN THE FIRE, SO THAT YOU CAN BE RICH IF YOU ASK COUNSEL FROM CHRIST IN REVELATION 3:14-22]. 
CONCEIVING WITH A KISS
THE HEAVENLY MAN HAS MORE CHILDREN THAN A MAN ON EARTH. IF THE OFFSPRING OF ADAM ARE MANY AND DIE, HOW MANY MORE ARE THE OFFSPRING OF PERFECT BEINGS WHO DO NOT DIE AND ARE BORN EACH SECOND? THE FATHER [STEPHEN] MAKES A CHILD. THE CHILD CANNOT MAKE A SON. HE HAS NOT THE POWER TO MAKE CHILDREN. ONE RECENTLY BORN IS NOT A PARENT. THE SON HAS BROTHERS AND SISTERS, NOT CHILDREN. IN THIS WORLD THERE IS A NATURAL ORDER TO BIRTH, AND ONE IS NOURISHED BY ORDINARY MEANS. WE ARE NOURISHED BY THE PROMISE OF HEAVEN, FROM THE MOUTH OF THE WORD. IF THE WORD EMANATED FROM THE MOUTH, IT IS PERFECT. BY A KISS THE PERFECT CONCEIVE AND GIVE BIRTH. THAT IS WHY WE KISS. FROM THE GRACE IN OTHERS WE CONCEIVE. 
THREE MARYS
THREE MARYS WALKED WITH THE LORD: HIS MOTHER [MARY], HIS SISTER [MARY], AND MARY OF MAGDALA, HIS COMPANION [GIRL-FRIEND]. HIS SISTER AND MOTHER AND COMPANION WERE MARY. 
THE HOLY SPIRIT
FATHER [STEPHEN] AND SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] ARE SINGLE NAMES [TITLES]. HOLY SPIRIT [STEPHEN OR JOHN IN JOHN 4:23-24 & LUKE 3:21-22] IS A DOUBLE NAME [TITLE] AND EVERYWHERE: ABOVE AND BELOW, HIDDEN AND REVEALED. THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] LIVES IN THE REVEALED. IT IS CONCEALED BELOW. IT IS ABOVE. 
BLINDERS
EVEN EVIL POWERS SERVE THE SAINTS [ROMANS 8:18-30 & 1ST CORINTHIANS 6:1-11]. THE HOLY SPIRIT BLINDS THE POWERS WHO SUPPOSE THEY ARE TREATING A SIMPLE MAN WHEN THEY ARE TREATING SAINTS [2ND CORINTHIANS 11:5-15]. 
ASK OUR MOTHER [VICTORIA]
A STUDENT ONCE ASKED THE LORD FOR SOMETHING FROM THE WORLD, AND HE SAID, "ASK YOUR MOTHER [VICTORIA---PENTECOST & GREAT VIRGIN], AND SHE WILL GIVE YOU SOMETHING FROM ANOTHER REALM." 
SOPHIA [WISDOM] AND SALT [GOOD]
THE MESSENGERS SAID TO THE STUDENTS, "LET OUR OFFERING ALL BE FOR OBTAINING SALT." SALT [GOOD] IS WHAT THEY CALLED SOPHIA [WISDOM]. WITHOUT SALT NO OFFERING IS ACCEPTABLE. BUT SOPHIA IS BARREN. SHE HAS NO CHILD, AND SO, SHE IS CALLED A TRACE OF SALT. YET WHEREVER OTHERS ARE WILL BE THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 14:26; 15:26; 16:13]. HER CHILDREN ARE MANY. 
FATHER [STEPHEN] AND CHILD [ENOCH OR JESUS]
WHAT A FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS BELONGS TO HIS CHILD [ENOCH OR JESUS], BUT NOT WHILE THE CHILD [ENOCH OR JESUS] IS STILL LITTLE. WHEN THE CHILD [ENOCH OR JESUS] IS GROWN, HOWEVER, THEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] TURNS OVER ALL HE POSSESSES. 
THE [TRULY] LOST
THOSE WHO HAVE GONE ASTRAY ARE THOSE BORN OF THE SPIRIT [JOHN 3:8]. AND THEY ARE USUALLY LOST BECAUSE OF THE SPIRIT [1ST JOHN 3:9]. SO, FROM ONE SINGLE BREATH OF SPIRIT THE FIRE BLAZES AND IS BLACKENED. 
WISDOM AND THE WISDOM OF DEATH
ECHAMOTH IS ONE THING AND ECHMOTH ANOTHER. ECHAMOTH IS SIMPLY WISDOM, BUT ECHMOTH IS THE WISDOM OF DEATH, WHO IS THE ONE WHO KNOWS DEATH, WHO IS CALLED LITTLE WISDOM.
DOMESTIC ANIMALS AND BEASTS
DOMESTIC ANIMALS MAY BE THE BULL AND THE DONKEY AND OTHER SPECIES. OTHERS ARE WILD AND LIVE IN THE DESERTS. A MAN PLOWS THE FIELD WITH A DOMESTIC ANIMAL, AND FROM THE FRUIT OF HIS LABOR HE FEEDS HIMSELF AND THE ANIMALS, TAME OR WILD. COMPARE THE PERFECT HUMAN. THROUGH SUBMISSIVE POWERS HE PLOWS AND PREPARES FOR EVERYTHING TO COME INTO BEING. SO, HIS WORLD HOLDS TOGETHER, GOOD OR EVIL, THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT. THE HOLY SPIRIT SHEPHERDS [JOHN 4:23-24; 14:26; 15:26; 16:13] EVERYONE AND RULES ALL THE POWERS, THOSE TAME AND WILD AND RUNNING LOOSE. HE GATHERS THEM AND SHUTS THEM IN SO, LIKE IT OR NOT, THEY CANNOT ESCAPE. 
CAIN
THE ONE WHO HAS BEEN CREATED IS BEAUTIFUL, AND YOU WOULD EXPECT HIS SONS TO BE NOBLE CREATIONS. IF ONE WAS NOT CREATED BUT ENGENDERED, YOU WOULD FIND HIS SEED WAS NOBLE, BUT NOW HE WAS CREATED AND HE ENGENDERED. IS THIS NOBILITY? ADULTERY CAME INTO BEING, THEN MURDER. ONE WAS ENGENDERED IN ADULTERY, SINCE HE WAS THE CHILD OF THE SERPENT. SO, LIKE HIS FATHER [NOT ENOCH] HE TOO BECAME A MURDERER AND KILLED HIS BROTHER. EVERY SEXUAL ACT BETWEEN UNLIKE PERSONS IS ADULTERY. 
GOD IS A DYER
GOD IS A DYER. THE GOOD DYES, TRUE DYES, DISSOLVE INTO THINGS DYED IN THEM. SO TOO FOR THINGS GOD HAS DYED. HIS DYES ARE IMPERISHABLE BECAUSE OF THEIR COLORS. WHAT GOD DIPS HE DIPS IN WATER. 
SEEING
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SEE ANYTHING IN THE REAL REALM UNLESS YOU BECOME IT [HEBREWS 4:13]. NOT SO IN THE WORLD. YOU SEE THE SUN WITHOUT BEING THE SUN, SEE SKY AND EARTH BUT ARE NOT THEM. THIS IS THE TRUTH OF THE WORLD. IN THE OTHER TRUTH YOU ARE WHAT YOU SEE. IF YOU SEE SPIRIT, YOU ARE SPIRIT. IF YOU LOOK AT THE ANOINTED, YOU ARE THE ANOINTED. IF YOU SEE THE FATHER [STEPHEN], YOU WILL BE FATHER [STEPHEN]. IN THIS WORLD YOU SEE EVERYTHING BUT YOURSELF, BUT THERE, YOU LOOK AT YOURSELF AND ARE WHAT YOU SEE. 
FAITH AND [SEXLESS] LOVE
FAITH RECEIVES, [SEXLESS] LOVE GIVES. NO ONE RECEIVES WITHOUT FAITH. NO ONE GIVES WITHOUT [SEXLESS] LOVE. TO RECEIVE, BELIEVE; TO [SEXLESS] LOVE, GIVE. IF YOU GIVE WITHOUT [SEXLESS] LOVE, NO ONE DERIVES A THING FROM WHAT IS GIVEN. WHOEVER HAS NOT ACCEPTED THE LORD IS STILL A [UNBELIEVING] JEW.
NAMES OF JESUS [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]
THE MESSENGERS WHO WERE BEFORE US HAD THESE NAMES FOR HIM: JESUS, THE NAZOREAN, MESSIAH, THAT IS, JESUS, THE NAZOREAN, THE CHRIST. THE LAST NAME IS CHRIST, THE FIRST [NAME] IS JESUS, THE MIDDLE NAME IS THE NAZARENE. MESSIAH HAS TWO MEANINGS, BOTH "CHRIST" AND "MEASURED." JESUS IN HEBREW IS "REDEMPTION." NAZARA IS "TRUTH." CHRIST HAS BEEN MEASURED. THE NAZARENE AND JESUS ARE THEY WHO HAVE BEEN MEASURED. 
PEARL IN THE MUD
IF A PEARL IS THROWN INTO MUD, IT LOSES NO VALUE, AND IF RUBBED WITH BALSAM OIL, IT GAINS NO VALUE. 
IT ALWAYS IS PRECIOUS IN ITS OWNER'S EYES. WHEREVER THEY ARE, THE CHILDREN OF GOD [FROM PREGNANCY TO 10 YEARS OF AGE] ARE PRECIOUS IN THE EYES OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. 
JEW, ROMAN, GREEK, CHRISTIAN [ENGLISH]
IF YOU SAY, "I AM A JEW," NO ONE WILL BE MOVED. IF YOU SAY, "I AM A ROMAN," NO ONE WILL BE UPSET. IF YOU SAY, "I AM GREEK, A BARBARIAN, A SLAVE, A FREEMAN," NO ONE WILL BE TROUBLED. BUT IF YOU SAY, "I AM A CHRISTIAN [ENGLISH]," THEY WILL TREMBLE. I WISH I HAD THAT TITLE. THE WORLD WILL NOT ENDURE IT WHEN HEARING THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30].
GOD [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] IS A MAN-EATER
GOD [LUCIFER---SATAN & THE DEVIL & VICTORIA---BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 4:4] IS A MAN-EATER [MICAH 3:1-12]. SO, PEOPLE ARE SACRIFICED TO HIM. BEFORE HUMANS WERE SACRIFICED, IT WAS ANIMALS, BECAUSE THOSE THEY WERE EATEN BY WERE NOT GODS. 
GLASS AND EARTH
GLASS DECANTERS AND EARTHENWARE JUGS ARE BOTH MADE WITH FIRE. WHEN A GLASS DECANTER BREAKS, IT IS REDONE, SINCE IT WAS MADE THROUGH A BREATH. WHEN EARTHENWARE JUGS BREAK, THEY ARE DESTROYED, SINCE THEY WERE BORN WITHOUT A BREATH. 
DONKEY [ASS] AND MILLSTONE
A DONKEY [ASS] TURNING A MILLSTONE WALKED A HUNDRED MILES. WHEN IT WAS SET LOOSE, IT FOUND ITSELF IN THE SAME PLACE. SOME PEOPLE TRAVEL LONG BUT GO NOWHERE. AT TWILIGHT THEY HAVE SEEN NO CITIES OR VILLAGES, NO HUMAN CONSTRUCTIONS OR PHENOMENA OF NATURE, NO POWERS OR ANGELS. THESE MISERABLE ONES HAVE LABORED IN VAIN. 
THE EUCHARIST IS JESUS
THE EUCHARIST IS JESUS [JOHN 6:22-59]. IN SYRIAC IT IS CALLED PHARISATHA, WHICH IS "ONE WHO IS SPREAD OUT," SINCE JESUS CAME TO CRUCIFY THE WORLD.
THE LORD IN THE DYE WORKS OF LEVI
THE LORD WENT INTO THE DYE WORKS OF LEVI AND TOOK SEVENTY-TWO DIFFERENT COLORS AND THREW THEM INTO A VAT. HE DREW THEM OUT PERFECTLY WHITE. HE SAID, "IN THIS WAY THE EARTHLY SON [WHITE SKIN-COLORED JESUS CHRIST] HAS COME AS A DYER."
WISDOM, MOTHER [VICTORIA] OF THE ANGELS
WISDOM, WHO IS CALLED "BARREN," IS MOTHER [VICTORIA] OF THE ANGELS. THE COMPANION IS MARY OF MAGDALA. JESUS LOVED HER MORE THAN HIS STUDENTS. HE KISSED HER OFTEN ON HER FACE, MORE THAN ALL HIS STUDENTS, AND THEY SAID, "WHY DO YOU [SEXLESS] LOVE HER MORE THAN US?" THE SAVIOR ANSWERED, SAYING TO THEM, "WHY DO I NOT [SEXLESS] LOVE YOU LIKE HER? IF A BLIND MAN AND ONE WHO SEES ARE TOGETHER IN DARKNESS, THEY ARE THE SAME. WHEN LIGHT COMES, THE ONE WHO SEES WILL SEE LIGHT. THE BLIND MAN STAYS IN DARKNESS." 
BEING
THE LORD SAID, "BLESSINGS ON YOU WHO WERE BEFORE YOU CAME INTO BEING. WHOEVER IS, WAS, AND WILL BE."
HUMANS AND ANIMALS
THE SUPERIORITY OF HUMANS IS NOT OBVIOUS TO THE EYE BUT LIES IN WHAT IS HIDDEN. CONSEQUENTLY, THEY HAVE MASTERY OVER ANIMALS WHO ARE STRONGER AND LARGER IN WAYS APPARENT AND HIDDEN. SO, THE ANIMALS SURVIVE. WHEN HUMANS WITHDRAW, THE ANIMALS SLAY AND DEVOUR EACH OTHER, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT FIND FOOD. NOW THEY HAVE FOOD BECAUSE HUMANS PLOW THE SOIL. 
WATER AND MYSTERY
IF YOU GO DOWN INTO THE WATER AND COME UP, RECEIVING NOTHING, AND SAY, "I AM A CHRISTIAN," YOU HAVE BORROWED THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AT INTEREST. BUT IF YOU RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24], YOU HAVE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AS A GIFT. AND A GIFT YOU DO NOT PAY BACK. BUT IF YOU HAVE BORROWED AT INTEREST, YOU MUST PAY. SO, IT WORKS WHEN YOU HAVE PASSED THROUGH MYSTERY. 
MARRIAGE
GREAT IS THE MYSTERY OF MARRIAGE! WITHOUT IT, THE WORLD WOULD NOT BE. THE EXISTENCE OF THE WORLD DEPENDS ON MARRIAGE. THINK OF SEX [OR FUCKING]. IT POSSESSES DEEP [DEMONIC] POWERS, THOUGH ITS IMAGE IS FILTHY [& CORRUPT]. 
BRIDAL CHAMBER AND ANDROGYNY
AMONG THE FORMS OF UNCLEAN SPIRITS ARE MALE AND FEMALE ONES. MALES HAVE SEX WITH SOULS WHO INHABIT A FEMALE SHAPE, AND FEMALES MINGLE PROMISCUOUSLY WITH SOULS IN A MALE FORM. NO ONE ESCAPES THOSE SPIRITS: THEY SEIZE YOU, UNLESS YOU TAKE ON THE POWER OF MALE OR FEMALE, OF GROOM AND BRIDE. THIS POWER RESIDES IN THE MIRRORED BRIDAL CHAMBER. WHEN WANTON WOMEN SEE A MAN SITTING ALONE, THE MAN IS OVERCOME. THEY FONDLE HIM AND [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE HIM. WHEN WANTON MEN SEE A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN SITTING ALONE, THEY OVERCOME HER, AND SHE IS VIOLATED AND [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED. BUT WHEN SPIRITS SEE A MAN AND HIS WIFE SITTING TOGETHER, THE FEMALE [SEXLESS] SPIRITS CANNOT ENTER THE MALE [SEXLESS SPIRITS], NOR THE MALE THE WOMAN. WHEN THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE AND [SEXLESS] ANGEL ARE JOINED, NONE CAN FORCE THEMSELVES ON THE MAN AND WOMAN. 
LEAVING THE WORLD
WHEN YOU LEAVE THE WORLD, NOTHING CAN STOP YOU BECAUSE YOU WERE IN THE WORLD. YOU ARE ABOVE DESIRE AND FEAR. YOU ARE MASTER OF ENVY. IF SOMEONE DOES NOT LEAVE THE WORLD, THE FORCES GRAB AND CHOKE HIM. HOW CAN ONE ESCAPE THOSE GREAT GRASPING RULERS? HOW CAN ONE HIDE FROM THEM? SOME SAY, "WE WERE FAITHFUL," TO ESCAPE THE FILTHY SPIRITS AND DEMONS. BUT IF THEY HAD THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24], NOTHING FILTHY WOULD CLEAVE TO THEM. HAVE NO FEAR OF THE FLESH. DON'T [SEXUALLY] LOVE IT. IF YOU ARE FEARFUL, IT WILL GAIN MASTERY OVER YOU. IF YOU [SEXUALLY] LOVE THE FLESH, IT WILL SWALLOW AND PARALYZE YOU. 
IN THIS WORLD OR THE RESURRECTION
EITHER SOMEONE WILL BE IN THIS WORLD OR IN THE RESURRECTION OR IN THE MIDDLE PLACE. GOD FORBID THAT I BE FOUND IN THE MIDDLE! IN THIS WORLD THERE IS GOOD AND EVIL. ITS MESSIANIC GOOD IS NOT SATANIC/BABYLONIAN GOOD, AND MESSIANIC EVIL NOT SATANIC/BABYLONIAN EVIL [GENESIS 2:9]. BUT THERE IS EVIL AFTER THIS WORLD THAT IS TRULY EVIL—WHICH IS CALLED THE MIDDLE. THE MIDDLE IS DEATH. WHILE WE ARE IN THIS WORLD IT IS BEST TO ACQUIRE RESURRECTION FOR OURSELVES SO, WHEN WE STRIP OFF THE FLESH, WE MAY REST AND NOT WALK IN THE MIDDLE. MANY GO ASTRAY ON THE WAY. 
WILL AND SIN
IT IS GOOD TO LEAVE THE WORLD BEFORE ONE HAS SINNED. SOME HAVE NEITHER THE WILL NOR THE ABILITY TO ACT. OTHERS, EVEN IF THEY HAVE THE WILL, ARE BETTER OFF IF THEY DO NOT ACT, FOR THE ACT OF THE WILL MAKES THEM SINNERS. BUT EVEN IF THEY HAVE NO WILL TO ACT, JUSTICE MAY BE CONCEALED FROM THEM, WHETHER THEY HAVE THE WILL OR NOT. WILL, NOT ACTION, IS ALWAYS PRIMARY. 
HELL
A MESSENGER IN A VISION SAW PEOPLE LOCKED UP IN A HOUSE OF FIRE AND BOUND WITH FIERY CHAINS, LYING IN A FLAMING OINTMENT. HE ASKED THEM, "WHY CAN'T THEY BE SAVED?" "WE DID NOT DESIRE IT," THEY TOLD THE MESSENGER, "BUT WE GOT THIS PLACE OF PUNISHMENT. IT IS THE OUTER DARKNESS, AND WE ARE IN IT."
KINDS OF FIRE
SOUL AND SPIRIT CAME INTO BEING FROM WATER AND FIRE. FROM WATER AND FIRE AND LIGHT CAME THE ATTENDANT IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. FIRE IS CHRISM. LIGHT IS FIRE [ACTS 9:3, 22:6, 26:13]. I AM NOT REFERRING TO FLAME, WHICH HAS NO FORM, BUT TO ANOTHER KIND OF FIRE, WHOSE APPEARANCE IS WHITE, WHICH IS LUMINOUS AND BEAUTIFUL AND GIVES BEAUTY. 
TRUTH AND NAKEDNESS
TRUTH DIDN'T COME INTO THE WORLD NAKED BUT IN [SEXLESS] TYPES AND [SELESS] IMAGES. TRUTH IS RECEIVED ONLY THAT WAY. THERE IS REBIRTH AND ITS [SEXLESS] IMAGE. THEY MUST BE REBORN THROUGH [SEXLESS] IMAGE. WHAT IS THE RESURRECTION? [SEXLESS] IMAGE MUST RISE AGAIN THROUGH [SEXLESS] IMAGE. THE BRIDEGROOM AND [SEXLESS] IMAGE ENTER THROUGH [SEXLESS] IMAGE INTO TRUTH, WHICH IS RESTORATION. IT IS RIGHT THAT THOSE WHO DON'T HAVE IT TAKE ON THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND SON [JESUS] AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN]. BUT THEY HAVE NOT DONE SO ON THEIR OWN. IF YOU DO NOT TAKE ON THE NAMES FOR YOURSELF, THE NAME "CHRISTIAN" WILL BE TAKEN FROM YOU. YOU RECEIVE THEM IN THE OIL OF THE CHRISM, THE AROMATIC UNCTION OF THE POWER OF THE CROSS. THE MESSENGERS CALLED THIS POWER "THE RIGHT AND LEFT." YOU ARE NO LONGER A CHRISTIAN BUT CHRIST.
FIVE SACRAMENTS
THE LORD DID EVERYTHING THROUGH MYSTERY: BAPTISM AND A CHRISM AND A EUCHARIST [BREAD & WINE] AND A REDEMPTION AND A BRIDAL CHAMBER. 
THINGS BELOW LIKE THINGS ABOVE [LUKE 11:2]
THE LORD SAID, "I CAME TO MAKE THINGS BELOW LIKE THINGS ABOVE, AND THE OUTSIDE LIKE THE INSIDE. I CAME TO JOIN THEM IN ONE PLACE." HE REVEALED WHO HE IS THROUGH [SEXLESS] TYPES AND [SEXLESS] IMAGES. THOSE WHO SAY, "THERE IS A HEAVENLY PERSON AND ONE EVEN HIGHER," ARE WRONG. WHO IS SEEN IN HEAVEN IS THE HEAVENLY PERSON, WHO IS CALLED "THE ONE BELOW," AND THE ONE TO WHOM THE HIDDEN BELONGS IS CALLED "HIGHER [LUKE 11:2]." IT IS BEST TO SAY "INNER" AND "OUTER" AND "WHAT IS BEYOND THE OUTER." SO, THE LORD CALLED DESTRUCTION "THE OUTER DARKNESS." THERE IS NOTHING BEYOND. HE SAID, "MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS IN [TOP] SECRET." HE SAID, "GO INTO THE CHAMBER AND SHUT THE DOOR BEHIND YOU, AND PRAY TO YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS IN [TOP] SECRET," THE ONE WHO IS INNERMOST. BUT WHAT IS WITHIN THEM ALL IS THE FULLNESS. BEYOND IT THERE IS NOTHING INSIDE. THIS IS THE PLACE THEY CALL "THE UPPERMOST." 
PLACES OF THE SPIRIT
BEFORE CHRIST, SOME CAME FROM A REALM THEY COULD NOT REENTER, AND THEY WENT WHERE THEY COULD NOT COME OUT. THEN CHRIST CAME. THOSE WHO WENT IN HE TOOK OUT. THOSE WHO WENT OUT HE TOOK IN. 
EVE IN ADAM
WHEN EVE WAS IN [SINGLE] ADAM THERE WAS NO DEATH. WHEN SHE WAS CUT FROM HIM [IN MARRIAGE], DEATH CAME INTO BEING. IF HE ENTERS WHAT HE WAS AND TAKES HER IN HIM FULLY, DEATH WILL DISAPPEAR.
CRUCIFIXION
"MY GOD, MY GOD, O LORD, WHY HAVE YOU ABANDONED ME?" HE SAID THESE WORDS ON THE CROSS. BUT NOT FROM THAT PLACE. HE WAS ALREADY GONE… 
RISING FROM THE DEAD
THE LORD ROSE FROM THE DEAD. HE BECAME AS HE WAS, BUT NOW HIS BODY WAS PERFECT. HE POSSESSED [SEXLESS] FLESH, BUT THIS WAS TRUE [SEXLESS] FLESH. OUR [SEXUAL] FLESH ISN'T TRUE. OURS [SEXLESS FLESH] IS ONLY AN [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE TRUE [FLESH]. 
BEDROOM
ANIMALS DON'T HAVE A BRIDAL BEDROOM, NOR DO SLAVES OR DIRTIED WOMEN. BEDROOMS ARE FOR FREE MEN AND VIRGINS. 
BORN AGAIN
THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT WE ARE AGAIN ENGENDERED, BUT CONCEIVED THROUGH CHRIST. WE ARE ANOINTED IN THE SPIRIT [1ST JOHN 3:9]. WHEN WE WERE CONCEIVED, WE WERE UNITED. NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO LOOK AT ONESELF EITHER IN WATER OR IN A MIRROR WITHOUT LIGHT, NOR SEE IN LIGHT WITHOUT WATER OR MIRROR. SO, IT IS FITTING TO BAPTIZE IN LIGHT AND WATER. NOW THE LIGHT IS THE CHRISM. 
THREE BUILDINGS IN JERUSALEM
THERE WERE THREE BUILDINGS IN JERUSALEM, ONE FACING WEST CALLED "THE HOLY," ANOTHER FACING SOUTH CALLED "THE HOLY OF THE HOLY." THE THIRD FACING EAST [USA EASTERN STATES CALLED THE BIBLE BELT OR THE SANCTUARY OF THE GLORIOUS LAND IN DANIEL 8] WAS CALLED "THE HOLY OF THE HOLIES," WHERE ONLY THE HIGH PRIEST [CHIEF OF POLICE] ENTERS. BAPTISM IS THE HOLY BUILDING. REDEMPTION IS THE HOLY OF THE HOLY. THE HOLY OF THE HOLIES IS THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. BAPTISM INCLUDES RESURRECTION AND REDEMPTION. REDEMPTION HAPPENS IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER, BUT THE BRIDAL CHAMBER IS PART OF SOMETHING SUPERIOR TO IT AND THE OTHERS BECAUSE YOU WILL FIND NOTHING LIKE IT. THOSE FAMILIAR WITH IT ARE THOSE WHO PRAY IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH FOR THEY DO NOT PRAY IN JERUSALEM. THERE ARE SOME WHO PRAY IN JERUSALEM, AWAITING THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, CALLED THE HOLY OF THE HOLIES. BEFORE THE VEIL WAS RENT, WE HAD NO BRIDAL CHAMBER BUT THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER ABOVE. SO, ITS VEIL WAS TORN FROM TOP TO BOTTOM. IT WAS RIGHT FOR SOME BELOW TO ASCEND. 
GARMENT OF LIGHT
THE RULERS DO NOT SEE YOU WHO WEAR THE PERFECT LIGHT, AND THEY CANNOT SEIZE YOU. YOU PUT ON THE LIGHT IN THE MYSTERY OF UNION. 
REUNION IN THE BEDROOM
IF THE WOMAN AND MAN HAD NOT COME APART, THEY WOULD NOT KNOW DEATH. CHRIST CAME TO REPAIR THE SPLIT, THERE FROM THE BEGINNING, AND JOIN THE TWO AND GIVE THEM LIFE WHO HAD DIED BECAUSE OF SEPARATION. NOW THE WOMAN AND MAN ARE ONE IN THE CHAMBER WITH THE BED, AND THOSE SO JOINED WILL NOT COME APART AGAIN. EVE AND ADAM SEPARATED BECAUSE WHEN THEY JOINED IT WAS NOT IN THE CHAMBER WITH THE BED. 
ADAM'S SOUL
THE SOUL OF ADAM CAME INTO BEING THROUGH A BREATH BLOWING INTO HIM. BREATH IS SPIRIT. THE ELEMENT GIVEN HIM IS HIS MOTHER. SOUL BECAME SPIRIT. WHEN HE WAS JOINED TO SPIRIT, HE SPOKE WORDS INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO THE POWERS. THEY ENVIED HIM, EXCLUDED FROM THE UNION OF THE SPIRIT [1ST CORINTHIANS 6:1-15, 17-20]. THEIR EXCLUSION SPURRED THEM INTO FASHIONING THE BRIDAL CHAMBER WHERE [SEXUAL EROS] LOVERS WOULD COME AND BE [SEXUALLY] DEFILED [SEXUALLY CORRUPTED IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 6:16, 18].
JESUS AT THE JORDAN
JESUS APPEARED AT THE JORDAN RIVER WITH THE FULLNESS OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. HE WAS BORN BEFORE THERE WAS BIRTH. HE WAS ANOINTED ONCE AND WAS ANOINTED ANEW. HE WHO WAS REDEEMED REDEEMED THE WORLD. 
[SEXLESS] MYSTERY
IT IS GOOD TO SPEAK OF MYSTERY, ESPECIALLY BECAUSE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL JOINED WITH THE VIRGIN [VICTORIA] WHO CAME DOWN, AND ON THAT DAY A FIRE SHONE OVER HIM. HE CAME TO THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. SO, ON THAT VERY DAY HIS BODY CAME INTO BEING [PROVERBS 8:22-29]. AND ON THAT DAY, HE LEFT THE CHAMBER WITH THE SPLENDOR OF WHAT PASSED BETWEEN THE BRIDE AND BRIDEGROOM. THROUGH THIS FORCE JESUS DID EVERYTHING. IT IS GOOD FOR EACH OF HIS STUDENTS TO GO INTO THE CHAMBER AND REST. 
VIRGIN BIRTHS
ADAM CAME INTO BEING FROM TWO VIRGINS: FROM THE SPIRIT AND FROM THE VIRGIN EARTH, AND CHRIST WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN TO HEAL THE INITIAL [SEXUAL] FALL. 
TWO TREES OF PARADISE
TWO TREES ARE GROWING IN PARADISE. ONE BEARS ANIMALS, THE OTHER BEARS PEOPLE. ADAM ATE FROM THE TREE THAT BORE ANIMALS AND BECAME AN ANIMAL AND BROUGHT FORTH ANIMALS, AND SO, ADAM'S CHILDREN WORSHIP ANIMALS. THE TREE WHOSE FRUIT ADAM ATE IS THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE. SO, HIS [SEXUAL] SINS INCREASED. IF HE HAD EATEN FRUIT FROM THE TREE OF LIFE, THE ONE BEARING PEOPLE, THE GODS WOULD WORSHIP MAN AND WOMAN, FOR IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED MAN AND WOMAN. NOW THEY CREATE GOD. IN THE WORLD, HUMANS MAKE GODS AND WORSHIP THEIR CREATION [ACTS 17:22-30]. IT WOULD BE BETTER IF THE GODS WORSHIPED THEM!
A MAN AND HIS CHILDREN
A MAN DOES WHAT HE HAS THE SKILLS TO DO. HE HAS THE ABILITY TO MAKE CHILDREN. HE DOES IT EASILY IN A FEW SECONDS. HIS ACCOMPLISHMENT SHOWS IN HIS CHILDREN. THEY ARE THE IMAGE. HE WAS ALSO MADE AFTER THE IMAGE, DOING THINGS WITH HIS PHYSICAL STRENGTH AND PRODUCING HIS CHILDREN WITH EASE. 
SLAVES AND THE FREE
IN THIS WORLD THE SLAVES SERVE THE FREE. IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, THE FREE WILL SERVE THE SLAVES, AND THE ATTENDANTS OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER WILL MINISTER TO THE WEDDING GUESTS. THE ATTENDANTS OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER HAVE ONE NAME, REST, AND NEED TAKE NO OTHER FORM BECAUSE THEY MEDITATE AND COMPREHEND BY INSIGHT. THEY ARE MANY, SINCE THEY DO NOT STORE THEIR TREASURES IN THINGS BELOW, DESPICABLE THINGS, BUT IN UNKNOWN GLORY. 
INTO THE WATER
IT WAS NECESSARY FOR JESUS TO DESCEND INTO THE WATER SO THAT HE COULD PERFECT AND CONSECRATE IT. SO ALSO, THEY WHO HAVE RECEIVED [TRUE] BAPTISM IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] MAY BE PERFECT. HE SAID, "IT IS RIGHT IN THIS WAY TO PERFECT ALL THAT IS JUST."
BAPTISM
WHEN YOU SAY YOU WILL DIE FIRST AND THEN RISE, YOU ARE WRONG. IF YOU ARE NOT RESURRECTED IN LIFE, YOU WILL RECEIVE NOTHING WHEN YOU ARE DEAD. GREAT IS BAPTISM. ENTER THE WATER AND LIVE. 
JOSEPH AND THE WOODEN CROSS
PHILIP THE MESSENGER SAID, "JOSEPH THE CARPENTER PLANTED A GARDEN OF PARADISE BECAUSE HE NEEDED WOOD FOR HIS TRADE. HE MADE THE CROSS FROM THE TREES HE PLANTED, AND HIS SEED HUNG FROM WHAT HE PLANTED. HIS SEED WAS JESUS, AND THE PLANT WAS THE CROSS." THE TREE OF LIFE IN THE MIDDLE OF THAT GARDEN OF PARADISE IS AN OLIVE TREE, AND FROM THE OLIVE TREE COMES CHRISM, AND FROM THAT OIL COMES THE RESURRECTION. 
THE WORLD EATS BODIES
THE WORLD EATS BODIES, AND EVERYTHING EATEN IN THE WORLD DIES. TRUTH EATS LIFE, BUT NO ONE FED ON TRUTH WILL FIND DEATH. JESUS CAME AND HE CARRIED FOOD, GIVING LIFE TO WHOEVER WANTED IT SO, THEY MIGHT NOT DIE. 
ADAM IN PARADISE
GOD PLANTED A GARDEN, AND HUMANS WERE PLACED IN THE GARDEN. THEY LIVED AMONG MANY TREES WITH THE BLESSING AND IN THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD. THE THINGS IN IT I WILL EAT AS I WISH. HERE IN THIS GARDEN THEY WILL TELL ME, "EAT THIS OR DO NOT EAT THAT, JUST AS YOU WISH." HERE I WILL EAT ALL THINGS, WHERE THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE IS. THAT TREE KILLED ADAM, BUT HERE THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE MADE US ALIVE. THE [SEXUAL] LAW WAS THE TREE. IT HAS THE POWER TO GIVE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. IT DID NOT REMOVE ME FROM EVIL OR SET ME AMONG THE GOOD. IT CREATED DEATH FOR THOSE WHO ATE IT. WHEN THEY SAID, "EAT THIS OR DO NOT EAT THAT," DEATH BEGAN. 
SUPERIORITY OF CHRISM TO BAPTISM
THE CHRISM IS SUPERIOR TO BAPTISM. FROM THE WORD CHRISM WE HAVE BEEN CALLED CHRISTIANS, AND SURELY NOT FROM THE WORD BAPTISM. AND BECAUSE OF THE CHRISM CHRIST HAS HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ANOINTED THE SON [JESUS OR ENOCH], & THE SON [JESUS OR ENOCH] ANOINTED THE MESSENGERS, & THE MESSENGERS ANOINTED US. WHO HAS BEEN ANOINTED POSSESSES EVERYTHING: RESURRECTION, LIGHT, CROSS, HOLY SPIRIT. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] GAVE HIM THIS IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. HE MERELY ACCEPTED THE GIFT. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WAS IN THE SON [JESUS OR ENOCH] & THE SON [JESUS OR ENOCH] IN THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THIS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 
LAUGHING CHRIST
THE LORD SAID IT PERFECTLY: "SOME HAVE ENTERED THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN LAUGHING, AND THEY HAVE COME OUT LAUGHING." THEY DO NOT REMAIN THERE: ONE BECAUSE HE IS NOT A CHRISTIAN, ANOTHER BECAUSE HE LAMENTS HIS LATER ACTS. AS SOON AS CHRIST WENT DOWN INTO THE WATER, HE CAME OUT LAUGHING AT EVERYTHING IN THIS WORLD, NOT BECAUSE HE THOUGHT IT A TRIFLE, BUT OUT OF CONTEMPT. WHOEVER WANTS TO ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN WILL DO SO. WHOEVER DESPISES EVERYTHING OF THIS WORLD, SCORNS IT AS A TRIFLE, WILL EMERGE LAUGHING. SO, WITH THE BREAD AND THE CUP AND THE OIL, FOR ABOVE IS ONE SUPERIOR TO ALL THESE. 
CREATION
THE WORLD CAME INTO BEING THROUGH [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23]. THE AGENT WHO MADE IT WANTED IT TO BE IMPERISHABLE AND IMMORTAL.  HE FAILED. HE CAME UP WITH LESS THAN HIS DESIRE. THE WORLD WAS NEVER INCORRUPTIBLE, NOR WAS ITS MAKER. THINGS ARE NOT IMPERISHABLE, BUT CHILDREN ARE. NOTHING CAN ENDURE THAT IS NOT FIRST A CHILD. WHOEVER CANNOT RECEIVE SURELY WILL BE UNABLE TO GIVE. 
CUP OF PRAYER
THE CUP OF PRAYER HOLDS WINE AND WATER. IT IS APPOINTED FOR THE BLOOD FOR WHICH THANKS IS GIVEN. IT IS FILLED WITH HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] AND IS OF THE PERFECT HUMAN. WHEN WE DRINK, WE DRINK THE PERFECT HUMAN. 
LIVING WATER
THE LIVING WATER IS A BODY. WE MUST PUT ON THE LIVING HUMAN. WHEN YOU GO INTO THE WATER, YOU STRIP NAKED AND PUT ON THE LIVING HUMAN. 
A HORSE SIRES A HORSE
A HORSE SIRES A HORSE, A HUMAN, GIVES BIRTH TO A HUMAN, A GOD ENGENDERS A GOD. COMPARE THE BRIDEGROOM AND THE BRIDE. THEIR CHILDREN WERE BORN IN THE CHAMBER. NO JEW WAS EVER BORN TO GREEK PARENTS AS LONG AS THE WORLD HAS EXISTED. AND AS CHRISTIANS, WE DO NOT DESCEND FROM THE JEWS. THERE, WAS ANOTHER PEOPLE. THESE BLESSED ONES WERE THE CHOSEN ONES, THE CHOSEN PEOPLE OF THE LIVING GOD; AND THEN THE TRUE MAN, THE EARTHLY SON, AND THE SEED OF THE EARTHLY SON. IN THE WORLD THESE ARE THE TRUE PEOPLE. THEY ARE THE ATTENDANTS OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. 
POWER AND WEAKNESS
IN THIS WORLD, POWER AND WEAKNESS MINGLE WHEN MAN AND WOMAN HAVE [CORRUPT] SEX. JOINING IS DIFFERENT IN THE ETERNAL REALM, THOUGH WE USE THE SAME NAMES TO SPEAK OF IT. THERE ARE NAMES BEYOND THE ORDINARY ONES AND STRONGER THAN SHOWY BRUTE STRENGTH. YET ALL IS THE SAME, AND THIS IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO HEARTS OF FLESH. 
KNOWLEDGE OF SELF
SHOULD YOU WHO POSSESS EVERYTHING NOT KNOW YOURSELF? IF YOU DO NOT KNOW YOURSELF, YOU WILL NOT ENJOY WHAT YOU OWN. BUT KNOW YOURSELF AND WHAT YOU HAVE ENJOY. 
GARMENT OF LIGHT
THE PERFECT HUMAN CAN NEITHER BE RESTRAINED NOR SEEN. IF THEY SEE HIM, THEY CAN STOP HIM, SO, THERE IS NO WAY TO GRACE BUT TO PUT ON THE PERFECT LIGHT AND BECOME PERFECT. ALL WHO PUT ON THAT GARMENT WILL ENTER THE KINGDOM [OF LORDSHIP]. THIS IS THE PERFECT LIGHT. WE MUST BECOME PERFECT BEFORE LEAVING THIS WORLD. WHO IS RICH AND HAS NOT THROWN IT OFF WILL NOT SHARE IN THE KINGDOM [OF LORDSHIP] BUT WILL GO AS IMPERFECT INTO THE MIDDLE. ONLY JESUS [CHRIST] KNOWS WHERE THAT WILL END.
THE HOLY PERSON
THE PRIEST [SERGEANT] IS FULLY HOLY, INCLUDING HIS BODY. DOES ONE TAKE BREAD AND MAKE IT HOLY? OR THE CUP OR ANYTHING DRUNK? ARE THEY SANCTIFIED? IF SO, WHY NOT THE BODY TOO? 
BAPTISM AND DEATH
BY PERFECTING THE WATER OF BAPTISM, JESUS EMPTIED IT OF DEATH. WE GO INTO THE WATER BUT NOT INTO DEATH, SO, WE ARE NOT POURED OUT INTO THE WIND OF THE WORLD. WHENEVER THAT WIND BLOWS, WINTER COMES. WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] BREATHES, SUMMER BLOWS IN. 
KNOWLEDGE AND [SEXLESS] LOVE
WHOEVER HAS KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH IS A FREE BEING, BUT THE FREE HUMAN DOESN'T [SEXUALLY] SIN. "WHOEVER [SEXUALLY] SINS, IS THE SLAVE OF [SEXUAL] SIN." TRUTH IS THE MOTHER [VICTORIA], KNOWLEDGE THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THOSE WHO THINK THAT SINNING DOES NOT APPLY TO THEM ARE CALLED FREE BY THE WORLD. KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH CAN MAKE ONE ARROGANT [2ND CORINTHIANS 12:1-10], GIVING MEANING TO THE WORDS "BEING FREE." IT MAKES THEM FEEL SUPERIOR TO THE WORLD. BUT [SEXLESS] LOVE BUILDS UP. WHO IS REALLY FREE THROUGH KNOWLEDGE IS A SLAVE BECAUSE OF [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET ATTAINED THE FREEDOM OF KNOWLEDGE. KNOWLEDGE MAKES THEM CAPABLE OF FREEDOM. [SEXLESS] LOVE NEVER CALLS SOMETHING ITS OWN, YET IT TOO MAY POSSESS THE SAME THING. [SEXLESS] LOVE NEVER SAYS, "THIS IS MINE," OR "THAT IS MINE," BUT "ALL THESE ARE YOURS." 
SPIRITUAL [SEXLESS] FRAGRANCE
SPIRITUAL [SEXLESS] LOVE IS WINE AND FRAGRANCE. THOSE NEARBY ALSO ENJOY IT FROM THOSE WHO ARE ANOINTED. BUT IF THE ANOINTED WITHDRAW AND LEAVE, THEN THOSE UNANOINTED, WHO ARE HANGING AROUND, REMAIN IN THEIR BAD ODOR. THE SAMARITAN GAVE NOTHING BUT WINE AND OIL TO THE WOUNDED. 
ONLY THE OINTMENT. IT HEALED THE WOUNDS, FOR "[SEXLESS] LOVE COVERS A MULTITUDE OF [SEXUAL] SINS."
CHILDREN AND ADULTERY
THE CHILDREN A WOMAN GIVES BIRTH TO RESEMBLE THE MAN WHO [SEXLESS] LOVES HER. IF HER HUSBAND [SEXLESS] LOVES HER, THEN THEY ARE LIKE HER HUSBAND. IF AFFECTIONS, COMES FROM AN ADULTERER, THEN THE CHILDREN ARE LIKE HIM. OFTEN, IF A WOMAN SLEEPS WITH HER HUSBAND OUT OF NEED, WHILE HER HEART IS WITH THE ADULTERER WITH WHOM SHE ALSO HAS SEX, HER CHILD WILL LOOK LIKE THE ADULTERER. YOU WHO LIVE TOGETHER WITH THE SON OF GOD, [SEXLESSLY] LOVE NOT THE WORLD [1ST JOHN 2:15-17] BUT THE LORD, SO, YOUR CHILDREN WILL LOOK NOT LIKE THE WORLD BUT LIKE THE LORD. 
SEX AND SPIRIT
HUMANS [MEN] HAVE SEX WITH HUMANS [WOMEN], HORSES WITH HORSES, DONKEYS WITH DONKEYS. THOSE OF ONE SORT USUALLY LINGER WITH THOSE LIKE THEM. SO, SPIRIT MINGLES WITH SPIRIT AND THOUGHT CONSORTS WITH THOUGHT AND LIGHT SHARES LIGHT. IF YOU ARE BORN A PERSON, A PERSON WILL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU. IF YOU BECOME A SPIRIT, A SPIRIT WILL JOIN WITH YOU. IF YOU BECOME THOUGHT, THOUGHT WILL MINGLE WITH YOU. IF YOU BECOME LIGHT, LIGHT WILL SHARE YOU. IF YOU ARE OF THOSE FROM ABOVE, ONE OF THOSE FROM ABOVE WILL REST IN YOU. IF YOU BECOME A HORSE OR A DONKEY OR BULL OR DOG OR SHEEP OR ANOTHER ANIMAL THAT IS WILD OR TAME, THEN NEITHER A PERSON NOR SPIRIT NOR THOUGHT NOR LIGHT CAN [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU. NONE OF THOSE FROM ABOVE OR WITHIN CAN REST IN YOU, AND YOU HAVE NO PART IN THEM. 
SLAVES AND FREEDOM
THOSE WHO ARE ENSLAVED AGAINST THEIR WILL CAN BE FREE. THOSE WHO ARE FREED BY FAVOR OF A MASTER BUT HAVE SOLD THEMSELVES INTO SLAVERY CAN NO LONGER BE FREE. 
FARMING
FARMING IN THIS WORLD DEMANDS FOUR ELEMENTS. A HARVEST IS COLLECTED AND TAKEN INTO THE BARN AS A RESULT OF WATER, EARTH, WIND, AND LIGHT. GOD'S FARMING ALSO HAS FOUR ELEMENTS: FAITH, HOPE, [SEXLESS] LOVE, AND KNOWLEDGE. FAITH IS OUR EARTH IN WHICH WE TAKE ROOT. HOPE IS THE WATER THROUGH WHICH WE ARE NOURISHED. [SEXLESS] LOVE IS THE WIND THROUGH WHICH WE GROW. KNOWLEDGE IS THE LIGHT THROUGH WHICH WE RIPEN. GRACE EXISTS IN FOUR WAYS: EARTHBORN, HEAVENLY, FROM HIGHEST HEAVEN, AND LIVING IN TRUTH.
BLESSINGS ON ONE WHO NEVER HARMS A SOUL
BLESSINGS ON ONE WHO NEVER HARMS A SOUL. THAT PERSON IS JESUS CHRIST. HE CAME TO THE WHOLE EARTH AND DISTRESSED NO ONE. BLESSINGS ON ONE LIKE HIM, THE PERFECT PERSON. THIS IS THE WORD. TELL US ABOUT THE WORD, SINCE IT IS HARD TO DEFINE. HOW SHALL WE BE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH SUCH A FEAT? HOW WILL HE COMFORT EVERYONE? ESPECIALLY, IT IS IMPROPER TO CAUSE ANYONE DISTRESS, WHETHER THAT PERSON BE GREAT OR SMALL, INFIDEL OR BELIEVER. IT IS IMPROPER TO COMFORT ONLY THOSE WHO ENJOY GOOD DEEDS. SOME FIND IT USEFUL TO COMFORT ONE WHO IS LUCKY. YOU WHO DO GOOD DEEDS CANNOT COMFORT THEM, FOR IT GOES AGAINST YOUR WILL. YOU CANNOT CAUSE THEM DISTRESS, SINCE YOU ARE NOT AFFLICTING THEM. YET YOU WHO ARE LUCKY IN LIFE SOMETIMES CAUSE DISTRESS UNINTENTIONALLY. BUT THE SOURCE IS NOT YOU BUT THE OTHER PERSON'S [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS. WHOEVER HAS THE QUALITIES OF THE PERFECT HUMAN IS HAPPY IN THE GOOD. YET SOME ARE ENORMOUSLY PUT OUT BY THESE DISTINCTIONS. 
A HOUSEHOLDER WITH EVERYTHING
THERE WAS A HOUSEHOLDER WHO HAD EVERY POSSIBLE THING, BE IT SON OR SLAVE OR CATTLE OR DOG OR PIG OR WHEAT OR BARLEY OR CHAFF OR GRASS OR CASTOR OIL OR MEAT OR ACORN. HE WAS SENSIBLE AND KNEW WHAT EACH ONE'S FOOD WAS. HE SERVED CHILDREN BREAD AND MEAT. HE SERVED SLAVES CASTOR OIL AND MEAL. HE THREW BARLEY AND CHAFF AND GRASS TO THE CATTLE. HE THREW BONES TO THE DOGS, AND TO PIGS HE THREW ACORNS AND SCRAPS OF BREAD. COMPARE THE STUDENT OF GOD. IF YOU ARE SENSIBLE, YOU UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF LEARNING. BODILY FORMS WILL NOT DECEIVE YOU, SINCE YOU WILL LOOK AT THE CONDITION OF EACH PERSON'S SOUL AND SPEAK WITH THAT FORM. THERE ARE MANY ANIMALS ON EARTH IN HUMAN FORM. WHEN YOU IDENTIFY THEM, THEN YOU THROW ACORNS TO SWINE, BARLEY AND CHAFF AND GRASS TO CATTLE, AND BONES TO THE DOGS. TO SLAVES YOU WILL GIVE ONLY WHAT IS PRELIMINARY, BUT TO CHILDREN YOU GIVE WHAT IS COMPLETE. 
THE EARTHLY SON AND HIS SON 
THERE IS THE EARTHLY SON, AND THERE IS THE SON OF THE EARTHLY SON. THE LORD IS THE EARTHLY SON, AND THE SON OF THE EARTHLY SON IS HE WHO IS CREATED THROUGH THE EARTHLY SON. THE EARTHLY SON RECEIVED THE CAPACITY TO CREATE FROM GOD. HE ALSO HAD THE ABILITY TO ENGENDER. HE WHO HAS THE ABILITY TO CREATE IS A CREATURE. HE WHO HAS THE ABILITY TO ENGENDER IS AN OFFSPRING. BUT HE WHO CREATES CANNOT ENGENDER. HE WHO ENGENDERS ALSO HAS THE POWER TO CREATE. NOW THEY SAY, "HE WHO CREATES ENGENDERS," BUT HIS SO-CALLED OFFSPRING IS MERELY A CREATURE; THEREFORE, HIS CHILDREN ARE NOT OFFSPRING BUT CREATURES. HE WHO CREATES WORKS OPENLY AND IS VISIBLE. HE WHO ENGENDERS DOES SO IN PRIVATE… 
[SEXLESS] MYSTERY OF UNDEFILED MARRIAGE
NO ONE CAN KNOW WHEN THE HUSBAND AND WIFE HAVE SEX EXCEPT THOSE TWO. MARRIAGE IN THE WORLD IS A MYSTERY FOR THOSE WHO ARE MARRIED. IF THERE IS A HIDDEN [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENT IN THE MARRIAGE, HOW MUCH GREATER IS THE TRUE MYSTERY OF THE [SEXLESS] UNDEFILED MARRIAGE! IT IS NOT FLESHLY BUT PURE. IT BELONGS NOT TO DESIRE BUT TO THE WILL. IT BELONGS NOT TO THE DARKNESS OF THE NIGHT BUT TO THE DAY AND THE LIGHT. IF A MARRIAGE IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, IT HAS BECOME PROSTITUTION, AND THE BRIDE PLAYS THE HARLOT NOT ONLY WHEN IMPREGNATED BY ANOTHER MAN BUT EVEN IF SHE SLIPS OUT OF HER BEDROOM AND IS SEEN. LET HER SHOW HERSELF ONLY TO HER FATHER [STEPHEN] AND HER MOTHER [VICTORIA] AND TO THE FRIEND AND ATTENDANTS OF THE BRIDEGROOM. THEY ARE PERMITTED TO ENTER EVERY DAY INTO THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. BUT LET THE OTHERS YEARN JUST TO LISTEN TO HER VOICE AND TO ENJOY HER FRAGRANT OINTMENTS, AND LET THEM FEED ON THE CRUMBS FALLING FROM THE TABLE, LIKE DOGS. BRIDEGROOMS AND BRIDES BELONG TO THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. NO ONE SHALL BE ABLE TO SEE THE BRIDEGROOM OR BRIDE UNLESS ONE BECOMES A BRIDEGROOM OR BRIDE. 
ABRAHAM'S CIRCUMCISION
WHEN ABRAHAM REJOICED IN SEEING WHAT HE WAS TO SEE, HE CIRCUMCISED THE FLESH OF HIS FORESKIN, TEACHING US THAT IT IS PROPER TO DESTROY THE FLESH. 
HIDDEN PARTS ARE UPRIGHT
AS LONG AS THEY ARE HIDDEN, MOST THINGS IN THE WORLD ARE UPRIGHT AND LIVE. IF THEY ARE REVEALED THEY DIE, AS IS CLEAR BY THE EXAMPLE OF THE VISIBLE PERSON: AS LONG AS THE INTESTINES ARE HIDDEN, A PERSON IS ALIVE. WHEN THE INTESTINES ARE EXPOSED AND COME OUT, THE PERSON WILL DIE. SO, ALSO WITH A TREE. WHILE ITS ROOT IS HIDDEN, IT SPROUTS AND GROWS. IF ITS ROOT IS EXPOSED, THE TREE DRIES UP. SO, IT IS WITH EVERY BIRTH THAT IS IN THE WORLD, NOT ONLY WITH THE REVEALED BUT ALSO THE HIDDEN. AS LONG AS THE ROOT OF [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS IS HIDDEN, IT IS POWERFUL, [BUT NOT UPRIGHT]. BUT WHEN IT IS RECOGNIZED, IT IS DISSOLVED. WHEN IT IS REVEALED, IT PERISHES. THAT IS WHY THE WORD SAYS, "EVEN NOW THE AX LIES SET AGAINST THE ROOT OF THE TREES."IT WILL NOT MERELY CUT—WHAT IS CUT SPROUTS AGAIN—BUT THE AX PENETRATES DEEPLY UNTIL IT BRINGS UP THE ROOT. 
ROOT OF [SEXUAL] EVIL
JESUS PULLED OUT THE ROOT OF THE WHOLE PLACE WHILE OTHERS DID IT ONLY PARTIALLY. AS FOR US, LET EACH ONE DIG DOWN AFTER THE ROOT OF [SEXUAL] EVIL [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10] THAT IS WITHIN US AND PLUCK IT OUT OF OUR HEART FROM THE ROOT. IT WILL BE UPROOTED IF WE RECOGNIZE IT. BUT IF WE ARE IGNORANT OF IT, IT TAKES ROOT IN US AND PRODUCES FRUIT IN OUR HEART. IT MASTERS US. WE ARE ITS SLAVES. IT TAKES US CAPTIVE TO MAKE US DO WHAT WE DO NOT WANT; AND WHAT WE DO WANT WE DO NOT DO. IT IS POWERFUL BECAUSE WE HAVE NOT RECOGNIZED IT. WHILE IT EXISTS, IT IS ACTIVE. 
IGNORANCE
IGNORANCE IS THE MOTHER OF ALL [SEXUAL] EVIL. IGNORANCE WILL EVENTUATE IN DEATH [HOSEA 4:1-10], BECAUSE THOSE WHO COME FROM IGNORANCE NEITHER WERE NOR ARE NOR WILL BE. BUT THOSE WHO ARE IN THE TRUTH WILL BE PERFECT WHEN ALL THE TRUTH IS REVEALED. FOR TRUTH IS LIKE IGNORANCE: WHILE HIDDEN IT RESTS IN ITSELF, BUT WHEN REVEALED AND RECOGNIZED, IT IS PRAISED IN THAT IT IS STRONGER THAN IGNORANCE AND [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. IT GIVES FREEDOM. THE WORD SAID, "IF YOU KNOW THE TRUTH, THE TRUTH WILL MAKE YOU FREE." IGNORANCE IS A SLAVE, KNOWLEDGE IS FREEDOM. IF WE KNOW THE TRUTH, WE SHALL FIND THE FRUITS OF THE TRUTH WITHIN US. IF WE JOIN IT, IT WILL FULFILL US. 
THE STRONG AND WEAK, THE MANIFEST AND HIDDEN
NOW WE HAVE THE MANIFEST THINGS OF CREATION. WE SAY, "THE STRONG ARE THEY WHO ARE HELD IN HIGH REGARD, AND THE OBSCURE ARE THE WEAK WHO ARE DESPISED." CONTRAST THE MANIFEST THINGS OF TRUTH: THEY ARE WEAK AND DESPISED, WHEREAS THE HIDDEN THINGS ARE STRONG AND HELD IN HIGH REGARD. THE MYSTERIES OF TRUTH ARE REVEALED, THOUGH, IN [SEXLESS] TYPE AND [SEXLESS] IMAGE. THE BRIDAL CHAMBER REMAINS HIDDEN. IT IS THE HOLY IN THE HOLY. THE VEIL AT FIRST CONCEALED HOW GOD CONTROLS CREATION, BUT WHEN THE VEIL IS TORN AND THINGS INSIDE ARE REVEALED, THIS HOUSE WILL BE LEFT DESOLATE, OR RATHER IT WILL BE DESTROYED. BUT THE WHOLE INFERIOR GODHEAD WILL NOT FLEE FROM THESE PLACES INTO THE HOLIES OF THE HOLIES, FOR IT CANNOT MIX WITH THE PURE LIGHT AND THE PERFECT FULLNESS. RATHER, IT WILL BE UNDER THE WINGS OF THE CROSS AND UNDER ITS ARMS. THIS ARK WILL BE THE SALVATION OF PEOPLE WHEN THE FLOODWATER SURGES OVER THEM.
[TOP] SECRET OF THE TRUTH
IF SOME BELONG TO THE ORDER OF THE PRIESTHOOD, THEY WILL BE ABLE TO GO WITHIN THE VEIL WITH THE HIGH PRIEST. SO, THE VEIL WAS NOT TORN AT THE TOP, SINCE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN OPEN ONLY TO THOSE ABOVE. NOR WAS IT TORN AT THE BOTTOM, SINCE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN REVEALED ONLY TO THOSE BELOW. BUT IT WAS RENT FROM TOP TO BOTTOM. THOSE ABOVE OPENED TO US WHO ARE BELOW, THAT WE MAY GO IN TO THE [TOP] SECRET OF THE TRUTH. THE TRUTH IS WHAT IS HELD IN HIGH REGARD, SINCE IT IS STRONG. BUT WE SHALL GO IN THERE BY MEANS OF LOWLY TYPES AND FORMS OF WEAKNESS. THEY ARE LOWLY WHEN COMPARED WITH THE PERFECT GLORY. THERE IS GLORY THAT SURPASSES GLORY. THERE IS POWER THAT SURPASSES POWER. THEREFORE, THE PERFECT THINGS HAVE OPENED TO US TOGETHER WITH THE HIDDEN THINGS OF TRUTH. THE HOLIES OF THE HOLIES, HAS BEEN REVEALED, AND THE BRIDAL CHAMBER HAS INVITED US IN. 
THE PERFECT LIGHT
AS LONG AS THE SEED IS HIDDEN, [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS IS INEFFECTUAL [JOHN 8:37-47], BUT IT HAS NOT YET BEEN REMOVED FROM THE MIDST OF THE SEED OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24; 14:26; 15:26; 16:13 & ACTS 6:5, 10, 14-15; 7:55-56]. EVERYONE IS A SLAVE OF [SEXUAL] EVIL. BUT WHEN THE SEED IS REVEALED, THE PERFECT LIGHT WILL FLOW OUT ON EVERYONE. AND ALL THOSE WHO ARE IN THE LIGHT WILL RECEIVE THE CHRISM. THEN THE SLAVES WILL BE FREE AND THE CAPTIVES RANSOMED. "EVERY PLANT THAT MY HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS NOT PLANTED WILL BE UPROOTED." THOSE WHO ARE SEPARATED WILL BE JOINED AND FILLED. EVERYONE WHO ENTERS THE BRIDAL CHAMBER WILL KINDLE THE LIGHT, FOR IT BURNS JUST AS IN MARRIAGES PERFORMED, THOUGH THEY HAPPEN AT NIGHT. THAT FIRE BURNS ONLY AT NIGHT AND IS PUT OUT. YET THE MYSTERIES OF THIS MARRIAGE ARE PERFECTED RATHER IN THE DAY AND THE LIGHT. NEITHER THAT DAY NOR ITS LIGHT EVER SETS. IF YOU BECOME AN ATTENDANT OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER, YOU WILL RECEIVE THE LIGHT. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE IT WHILE IN THOSE PLACES, YOU CANNOT RECEIVE IT IN THE OTHER PLACE. YOU WHO RECEIVE THE LIGHT WILL NOT BE SEEN NOR DETAINED. AND NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO TORMENT YOU EVEN WHILE YOU LIVE IN THE WORLD. AND WHEN YOU LEAVE THE WORLD YOU HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED THE TRUTH IN THE [SEXLESS] IMAGES. THE WORLD HAS BECOME THE ETERNAL REALM, BECAUSE THE ETERNAL REALM IS FULLNESS FOR YOU. THIS IS THE WAY IT IS. IT IS REVEALED TO YOU ALONE, NOT HIDDEN IN THE DARKNESS AND THE NIGHT BUT IN A PERFECT DAY AND A HOLY LIGHT [JOHN 1:6-13]. 
THE GNOSTIC LETTER TO FLORA: PTOLEMY
RECASTING OF THE MOSAIC [SEXLESS] LAW
THE [SEXLESS] LAW ORDAINED THROUGH MOSES, MY DEAR SISTER FLORA, HAS NOT BEEN UNDERSTOOD BY MANY PERSONS, WHO HAVE ACCURATE KNOWLEDGE NEITHER OF HIM WHO ORDAINED IT NOR OF ITS COMMANDMENTS. I THINK THAT THIS WILL BE PERFECTLY CLEAR TO YOU WHEN YOU HAVE LEARNED THE CONTRADICTORY OPINIONS ABOUT IT. SOME SAY THAT IT IS LEGISLATION GIVEN BY GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL; OTHERS, TAKING THE CONTRARY COURSE, MAINTAIN STUBBORNLY THAT IT WAS ORDAINED BY THE OPPOSITE, THE DEVIL WHO CAUSES DESTRUCTION, JUST AS THEY ATTRIBUTE THE FASHIONING OF THE WORLD TO HIM, SAYING THAT HE IS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND MAKER OF THIS UNIVERSE. BOTH ARE COMPLETELY IN [SEXUAL] ERROR; THEY REFUTE EACH OTHER, AND NEITHER HAS REACHED THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER. FOR IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE LAW WAS NOT ORDAINED BY THE PERFECT GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], FOR IT IS SECONDARY, BEING IMPERFECT AND IN NEED OF COMPLETION BY ANOTHER, CONTAINING COMMANDMENTS ALIEN TO THE NATURE AND THOUGHT OF SUCH A GOD. ON THE OTHER HAND, ONE CANNOT IMPUTE THE [SEXLESS] LAW TO THE INJUSTICE OF THE ADVERSARY, FOR IT IS OPPOSED TO INJUSTICE. SUCH PERSONS DO NOT COMPREHEND WHAT WAS SAID BY THE SAVIOR. "FOR A HOUSE OR CITY DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF CANNOT STAND," DECLARED OUR SAVIOR. FURTHERMORE, THE MESSENGER SAYS THAT THE CREATION OF THE WORLD IS DUE TO HIM, FOR "EVERYTHING WAS MADE THROUGH HIM AND APART FROM HIM NOTHING WAS MADE." THUS, HE TAKES AWAY IN ADVANCE THE BASELESS WISDOM OF THE FALSE ACCUSERS AND SHOWS THAT THE CREATION IS DUE NOT TO A GOD [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WHO [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTS BUT TO THE ONE WHO IS JUST AND HATES [SEXUAL] EVIL. ONLY UNINTELLIGENT PEOPLE HAVE THIS IDEA, PEOPLE WHO DO NOT RECOGNIZE THE PROVIDENCE OF THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND HAVE BLINDED NOT ONLY THE EYE OF THE SOUL BUT ALSO THE EYE OF THE BODY. FROM WHAT HAS BEEN SAID, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THESE PERSONS ENTIRELY MISS THE TRUTH; EACH OF THE TWO GROUPS HAS EXPERIENCED THIS, THE FIRST BECAUSE THEY DO NOT KNOW THE GOD OF JUSTICE, THE SECOND BECAUSE THEY DO NOT KNOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL, WHO WAS REVEALED BY HIM ALONE WHO CAME AND WHO KNEW HIM. IT REMAINS FOR US WHO HAVE BEEN COUNTED WORTHY OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF BOTH OF THESE TO PROVIDE YOU WITH AN ACCURATE EXPLANATION OF THE [SEXLESS] NATURE OF THE LAW AND OF THE LEGISLATOR BY WHOM IT WAS ORDAINED. WE SHALL DRAW THE PROOFS OF WHAT WE SAY FROM THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE SAVIOR, WHICH ALONE CAN LEAD US WITHOUT [SEXUAL] ERROR TO THE COMPREHENSION OF REALITY. 
THE THREEFOLD SOURCES OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW
FIRST, YOU MUST LEARN THAT THE ENTIRE [SEXLESS] LAW CONTAINED IN THE PENTATEUCH OF MOSES WAS NOT ORDAINED BY ONE LEGISLATOR, I MEAN, NOT BY GOD ALONE; SOME COMMANDMENTS ARE MOSES', AND SOME WERE GIVEN BY MEN. THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE SAVIOR TEACH US THIS TRIPLE DIVISION. THE FIRST PART MUST BE ATTRIBUTED TO GOD HIMSELF AND HIS LEGISLATING, THE SECOND TO MOSES—NOT IN THE SENSE THAT GOD LEGISLATES THROUGH HIM, BUT IN THE SENSE THAT MOSES GAVE SOME LEGISLATION UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF HIS OWN IDEAS—AND THE THIRD TO THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE, WHO SEEM TO HAVE ORDAINED SOME COMMANDMENTS OF THEIR OWN AT THE BEGINNING. YOU WILL NOW LEARN HOW THE TRUTH OF THIS THEORY IS PROVED BY THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE SAVIOR. IN SOME DISCUSSION WITH THOSE WHO DISPUTED WITH THE SAVIOR ABOUT DIVORCE, WHICH WAS PERMITTED IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW, HE SAID, "BECAUSE OF YOUR HARD-HEARTEDNESS MOSES PERMITTED A MAN TO DIVORCE HIS WIFE; FROM THE BEGINNING IT WAS NOT SO; FOR GOD MADE THIS MARRIAGE, AND WHAT THE LORD JOINED TOGETHER, MAN MUST NOT SEPARATE." IN THIS WAY HE SHOWS THAT THERE IS A [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD, WHICH PROHIBITS THE DIVORCE OF A WIFE FROM HER HUSBAND, AND ANOTHER [SEXLESS] LAW, THAT OF MOSES, WHICH PERMITS THE BREAKING OF THIS YOKE BECAUSE OF HARD-HEARTEDNESS. IN FACT, MOSES LAYS DOWN LEGISLATION CONTRARY TO THAT OF GOD; FOR JOINING IS CONTRARY TO NOT JOINING. BUT IF WE EXAMINE THE INTENTION OF MOSES IN GIVING THIS LEGISLATION, IT WILL BE SEEN THAT HE DID NOT GIVE IT ARBITRARILY OR OF HIS OWN ACCORD, BUT BY NECESSITY BECAUSE OF THE WEAKNESS OF THOSE FOR WHOM THE LEGISLATION WAS GIVEN. SINCE THEY WERE UNABLE TO KEEP THE INTENTION OF GOD, ACCORDING TO WHICH IT WAS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR THEM TO REJECT THEIR WIVES, WITH WHOM SOME OF THEM DISLIKED TO LIVE, AND THEREFORE WERE IN DANGER OF TURNING TO GREATER INJUSTICE AND THENCE TO DESTRUCTION, MOSES WANTED TO REMOVE THE CAUSE OF DISLIKE, WHICH WAS PLACING THEM IN JEOPARDY OF DESTRUCTION. THEREFORE BECAUSE OF THE CRITICAL CIRCUMSTANCES, CHOOSING A LESSER EVIL IN PLACE OF A GREATER, HE ORDAINED, OF HIS OWN ACCORD, A 2ND [SEXLESS] LAW, THAT OF DIVORCE, SO THAT IF THEY COULD NOT OBSERVE THE FIRST, THEY MIGHT KEEP THIS AND NOT TURN TO UNJUST AND EVIL [SEXUAL] ACTIONS, THROUGH WHICH COMPLETE DESTRUCTION WOULD BE THE RESULT FOR THEM. THIS WAS HIS INTENTION WHEN HE GAVE LEGISLATION CONTRARY TO THAT OF GOD. THEREFORE, IT IS INDISPUTABLE THAT HERE THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES IS DIFFERENT FROM THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD, EVEN IF WE HAVE DEMONSTRATED THE FACT FROM ONLY ONE EXAMPLE. THE SAVIOR ALSO MAKES PLAIN THE FACT THAT SOME [SEXLESS] TRADITIONS OF THE ELDERS ARE INTERWOVEN WITH THE [SEXLESS] LAW. "FOR GOD SAID," HE STATES, '"HONOR YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] AND YOUR MOTHER [VICTORIA], THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU.' BUT YOU HAVE DECLARED," HE SAYS, ADDRESSING THE ELDERS, "THAT WHAT HELP YOU MIGHT HAVE RECEIVED FROM ME IS A GIFT TO GOD; AND YOU HAVE NULLIFIED THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] TRADITION OF YOUR ELDERS." ISAIAH ALSO PROCLAIMED THIS, SAYING, "THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR FROM ME, TEACHING PRECEPTS THAT ARE THE COMMANDMENTS OF MEN."
THE TRIPARTITE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD
THEREFORE, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE WHOLE [SEXLESS] LAW IS DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS; WE FIND IN IT THE LEGISLATION OF MOSES, OF THE ELDERS, AND OF GOD HIMSELF. THIS DIVISION OF THE ENTIRE [SEXLESS] LAW, AS MADE BY US, HAS BROUGHT TO LIGHT WHAT IS TRUE IN IT. THIS PART, THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD HIMSELF, IS IN TURN DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS: THE PURE LEGISLATION NOT MIXED WITH [SEXUAL] EVIL, WHICH IS PROPERLY CALLED [SEXLESS] LAW, WHICH THE SAVIOR CAME NOT TO DESTROY BUT TO COMPLETE—FOR WHAT HE COMPLETED WAS NOT ALIEN TO HIM BUT NEEDED COMPLETION, FOR IT DID NOT POSSESS PERFECTION—NEXT, THE LEGISLATION INTERWOVEN WITH INFERIORITY AND INJUSTICE, WHICH THE SAVIOR DESTROYED BECAUSE IT WAS ALIEN TO HIS [SEXLESS] NATURE; AND FINALLY, THE LEGISLATION THAT IS EXEMPLARY AND SYMBOLIC, A [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF WHAT IS SPIRITUAL AND TRANSCENDENT, WHICH THE SAVIOR TRANSFERRED FROM THE PERCEPTIBLE AND PHENOMENAL TO THE SPIRITUAL AND INVISIBLE. THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD, PURE AND NOT MIXED WITH [SEXUAL] INFERIORITY, IS THE DECALOGUE, THOSE TEN SAYINGS ENGRAVED ON TWO TABLES, FORBIDDING THINGS NOT TO BE DONE AND ENJOINING THINGS TO BE DONE. THESE CONTAIN PURE BUT IMPERFECT LEGISLATION AND REQUIRED THE COMPLETION MADE BY THE SAVIOR. THERE IS ALSO THE [SEXUAL] LAW INTERWOVEN WITH INJUSTICE, LAID DOWN FOR VENGEANCE AND THE REQUITAL OF PREVIOUS INJURIES, ORDAINING THAT AN EYE SHOULD BE CUT OUT FOR AN EYE AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH, AND THAT A MURDER SHOULD BE AVENGED BY A MURDER. THE PERSON WHO IS THE SECOND ONE TO BE UNJUST IS NO LESS UNJUST THAN THE FIRST; HE SIMPLY CHANGES THE ORDER OF EVENTS WHILE PERFORMING THE SAME ACTION. ADMITTEDLY, THIS COMMANDMENT WAS A JUST ONE AND STILL IS JUST, BECAUSE OF THE WEAKNESS OF THOSE FOR WHOM THE LEGISLATION WAS MADE SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT TRANSGRESS THE PURE [SEXLESS] LAW. BUT IT IS ALIEN TO THE [DIVINE] NATURE AND GOODNESS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL. NO DOUBT IT WAS APPROPRIATE TO THE CIRCUMSTANCES, OR EVEN NECESSARY. FOR HE WHO DOES NOT WANT ONE MURDER COMMITTED, SAYING, "YOU SHALL NOT KILL," COMMANDS A MURDER TO BE REPAID BY ANOTHER MURDER, AND SO HE HAS GIVEN A 2ND [SEXLESS] LAW, WHICH ENJOINS TWO MURDERS ALTHOUGH HE HAD FORBIDDEN ONE. THIS FACT PROVES THAT HE WAS UNSUSPECTINGLY THE VICTIM OF NECESSITY. THIS IS WHY, WHEN HIS SON CAME, HE DESTROYED THIS PART OF THE [SEXUAL] LAW WHILE ADMITTING THAT IT CAME FROM GOD. HE COUNTS THIS PART OF THE [SEXUAL] LAW AS IN THE OLD RELIGION, NOT ONLY IN OTHER PASSAGES BUT ALSO WHERE HE SAID, "GOD SAID, 'HE WHO CURSES FATHER [STEPHEN] OR MOTHER [VICTORIA] SHALL SURELY DIE.' "FINALLY, THERE IS THE EXEMPLARY PART, ORDAINED IN THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF SPIRITUAL AND TRANSCENDENT MATTERS; I MEAN THE PART DEALING WITH OFFERINGS AND CIRCUMCISION AND THE SABBATH [SUNDAY] AND FASTING AND PASSOVER AND UNLEAVENED BREAD AND OTHER SIMILAR MATTERS. SINCE ALL THESE THINGS ARE [SEXLESS] IMAGES AND [SEXLESS] SYMBOLS, WHEN THE TRUTH WAS MADE MANIFEST THEY WERE TRANSLATED TO ANOTHER MEANING. IN THEIR PHENOMENAL APPEARANCE AND THEIR LITERAL APPLICATION, THEY WERE DESTROYED, BUT IN THEIR SPIRITUAL MEANING, THEY WERE RESTORED; THE NAMES REMAINED THE SAME, BUT THE CONTENT WAS CHANGED. THUS, THE SAVIOR COMMANDED US TO MAKE OFFERINGS NOT OF IRRATIONAL ANIMALS OR OF INCENSE OF THIS WORLDLY [SEXUAL] SORT, BUT OF SPIRITUAL [SEXLESS] PRAISE AND GLORIFICATION AND THANKSGIVING AND OF SHARING AND WELL-DOING WITH OUR NEIGHBORS. HE WANTED US TO BE CIRCUMCISED, NOT IN REGARD TO OUR PHYSICAL FORESKIN BUT IN REGARD TO OUR SPIRITUAL HEART; TO KEEP THE SABBATH [SUNDAY] FOR HE WISHES US TO BE IDLE IN REGARD TO EVIL [SEXUAL] WORKS; TO FAST, NOT IN PHYSICAL FASTING BUT IN SPIRITUAL, IN WHICH THERE IS ABSTINENCE FROM EVERYTHING [SEXUALLY] EVIL. AMONG US EXTERNAL FASTING IS ALSO OBSERVED, SINCE IT CAN BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE SOUL IF IT IS DONE REASONABLY, NOT FOR IMITATING OTHERS OR FROM HABIT OR BECAUSE OF A SPECIAL DAY APPOINTED FOR THIS PURPOSE. IT IS ALSO OBSERVED SO THAT THOSE WHO ARE NOT YET ABLE TO KEEP THE TRUE FAST MAY HAVE A REMINDER OF IT FROM THE EXTERNAL FAST. SIMILARLY, PAUL THE MESSENGER SHOWS THAT THE PASSOVER AND THE UNLEAVENED BREAD ARE IMAGES WHEN HE SAYS, "CHRIST OUR PASSOVER HAS BEEN SACRIFICED, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY BE UNLEAVENED BREAD, NOT CONTAINING LEAVEN"—BY LEAVEN HE HERE MEANS EVIL—"BUT MAY BE A NEW BATCH OF DOUGH." THUS, THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD ITSELF IS OBVIOUSLY DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS. THE FIRST WAS COMPLETED BY THE SAVIOR, FOR THE COMMANDMENTS, YOU, SHALL NOT KILL, YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT SWEAR FALSELY, ARE INCLUDED IN THE FORBIDDING OF ANGER, DESIRE, AND SWEARING. THE SECOND PART WAS ENTIRELY DESTROYED. FOR AN EYE FOR AN EYE AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH, INTERWOVEN WITH INJUSTICE AND ITSELF A WORK OF INJUSTICE, WAS DESTROYED BY THE SAVIOR THROUGH ITS OPPOSITE. OPPOSITES CANCEL OUT. "FOR I SAY TO YOU, DO NOT RESIST ONE WHO IS [SEXUALLY] EVIL, BUT IF ANYONE STRIKES YOU, TURN THE OTHER CHEEK." FINALLY, THERE IS THE PART TRANSLATED AND CHANGED FROM THE LITERAL TO THE SPIRITUAL, THIS SYMBOLIC LEGISLATION WHICH IS A [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF TRANSCENDENT THINGS. FOR THE [SEXLESS] IMAGES AND [SEXLESS] SYMBOLS THAT REPRESENT OTHER THINGS WERE GOOD AS LONG AS THE TRUTH HAD NOT COME; BUT SINCE THE TRUTH HAS COME, WE MUST PERFORM THE ACTIONS OF THE TRUTH, NOT THOSE OF THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE. THE STUDENTS OF THE SAVIOR AND THE MESSENGER PAUL SHOWED THAT THIS THEORY IS TRUE, SPEAKING OF THE PART DEALING WITH [SEXLESS] IMAGES, AS WE HAVE ALREADY SAID, IN MENTIONING THE PASSOVER FOR US AND THE UNLEAVENED BREAD; OF THE [SEXUAL] LAW INTERWOVEN WITH INJUSTICE WHEN HE SAYS THAT "THE [SEXUAL] LAW OF COMMANDMENTS IN ORDINANCES WAS DESTROYED" AND OF THAT NOT MIXED WITH ANYTHING [SEXUALLY] INFERIOR WHEN HE SAYS THAT "THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS HOLY, AND THE COMMANDMENT IS HOLY AND JUST AND GOOD." I THINK I HAVE SHOWN YOU SUFFICIENTLY, AS WELL AS ONE CAN IN BRIEF COMPASS, THE ADDITION OF HUMAN LEGISLATION IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE TRIPLE DIVISION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD ITSELF. 
THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS BY THE DEMIURGE
IT REMAINS FOR US TO SAY WHO THIS GOD IS WHO ORDAINED THE [SEXLESS] LAW; BUT I THINK THIS TOO HAS BEEN SHOWN YOU IN WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY SAID, IF YOU HAVE LISTENED TO IT ATTENTIVELY. FOR IF THE [SEXUAL] LAW WAS NOT ORDAINED BY THE PERFECT GOD HIMSELF, AS WE HAVE ALREADY TAUGHT YOU, NOR BY THE DEVIL, A STATEMENT ONE CANNOT POSSIBLY MAKE, THE LEGISLATOR MUST BE SOMEONE OTHER THAN THESE TWO. IN FACT, HE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS THE [TRUE] DEMIURGE [CREATOR] AND MAKER OF THIS UNIVERSE AND EVERYTHING IN IT; AND BECAUSE HE IS ESSENTIALLY DIFFERENT FROM THESE TWO AND IS BETWEEN THEM, HE IS RIGHTLY DESCRIBED AS INTERMEDIATE [ROMANS 1:20-28, 32; 3:4-23]. AND IF THE PERFECT GOD IS GOOD BY [SEXLESS] NATURE, AS IN FACT HE IS, FOR OUR SAVIOR DECLARED THAT THERE IS ONLY A SINGLE GOOD GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] WHOM HE MANIFESTED; AND IF THE ONE WHO IS OF THE OPPOSITE [SEXUAL] NATURE IS EVIL AND WICKED, CHARACTERIZED BY INJUSTICE; THEN THE ONE SITUATED BETWEEN THE TWO, NEITHER GOOD NOR EVIL AND UNJUST, CAN PROPERLY BE CALLED JUST, SINCE HE IS THE ARBITRATOR OF THE JUSTICE THAT DEPENDS ON HIM. ON THE ONE HAND, THIS GOD WILL BE [SEXLESSLY] INFERIOR TO THE PERFECT GOD AND LOWER THAN HIS JUSTICE, SINCE HE IS GENERATED AND NOT UNGENERATED; THERE IS ONLY ONE UNGENERATED FATHER [STEPHEN], FROM WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, SINCE ALL THINGS DEPEND ON HIM IN THEIR OWN WAYS. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE WILL BE GREATER AND MORE POWERFUL THAN THE ADVERSARY, BY [SEXLESS] NATURE, BECAUSE HE HAS A SUBSTANCE AND [SEXLESS] NATURE DIFFERENT FROM THE SUBSTANCE OF EITHER OF THEM. THE SUBSTANCE OF THE ADVERSARY IS [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION AND DARKNESS, FOR HE IS MATERIAL AND COMPLEX, WHILE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE UNGENERATED FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL IS [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION AND SELF-EXISTENT LIGHT [JAMES 1:17], SIMPLE AND HOMOGENEOUS. THE SUBSTANCE OF THE LATTER PRODUCED A DOUBLE POWER, WHILE THE SAVIOR IS A [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE GREATER ONE, [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]. DO NOT LET THIS TROUBLE YOU FOR THE PRESENT IN YOUR DESIRE TO LEARN HOW FROM ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF ALL, SIMPLE, AND ACKNOWLEDGED BY US AND BELIEVED BY US, UNGENERATED AND [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE AND GOOD, WERE CONSTITUTED THESE [SEXUAL] NATURES OF CORRUPTION AND THE MIDDLE, WHICH ARE OF DIFFERENT SUBSTANCES, ALTHOUGH IT IS CHARACTERISTIC OF THE GOOD TO GENERATE AND PRODUCE THINGS THAT ARE LIKE ITSELF AND HAVE THE SAME SUBSTANCE. FOR, IF GOD PERMIT, YOU WILL LATER LEARN ABOUT THEIR ORIGIN AND GENERATION, WHEN YOU ARE JUDGED WORTHY OF THE APOSTOLIC TRADITION THAT WE TOO HAVE RECEIVED BY SUCCESSION. WE TOO ARE ABLE TO PROVE ALL OUR POINTS BY THE TEACHING OF THE SAVIOR. IN MAKING THESE BRIEF STATEMENTS TO YOU, MY SISTER FLORA, I HAVE NOT GROWN WEARY; AND WHILE I HAVE TREATED THE SUBJECT WITH BREVITY, I HAVE ALSO DISCUSSED IT SUFFICIENTLY. THESE POINTS WILL BE OF GREAT BENEFIT TO YOU IN THE FUTURE, IF LIKE FAIR AND GOOD GROUND YOU HAVE RECEIVED FERTILE SEEDS AND GO ON TO SHOW FORTH THEIR [SEXLESS] FRUIT. 
THE GNOSTIC COMMENTARY ON JOHN: HERALDEON
(1) JOHN 1:3: THROUGH THE WORD EVERYTHING CAME TO BE, AND WITHOUT THE WORD NOTHING CAME TO BE. EVERYTHING IS THE WORLD AND WHAT IS IN THE WORLD, BUT THE AEON AND WHAT IS IN THE AEON WAS NOT BORN THROUGH THE WORD. NOTHING IS WHAT IS IN THE WORLD AND THE CREATION. WHO PROVIDED THE CAUSE OF THE GENERATION OF THE WORLD TO THE DEMIURGE WAS THE WORD, WHO IS NOT THE ONE FROM OR BY WHOM BUT THROUGH WHOM THE WORLD WAS GENERATED. THE WORD DID NOT CREATE AS IF HE WERE GIVEN ENERGY BY ANOTHER, BUT WHILE HE WAS PROVIDING ENERGY, ANOTHER, THE DEMIURGE, CREATED. IN THAT SENSE THE WORLD WAS GENERATED THROUGH THE WORD. 
(2) JOHN 1:4: IN HIM WAS LIFE. "IN HIM" REFERS TO SPIRITUAL PEOPLE, FOR HE FIRST FORMED THEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR GENERATION, MAKING WHAT HAS BEEN SEEDED BY ANOTHER, AND MAKING ITS FORM, ILLUMINATION, AND OWN OUTLINE. 
(3) JOHN 1:18: NO ONE HAS EVER SEEN GOD. ONLY THE ONE BORN OF GOD [1ST JOHN 3:9], WHO IS IN THE HEART OF HIS FATHER [STEPHEN], HE HAS MADE HIM KNOWN. THIS PASSAGE WAS SAID NOT BY THE BAPTIZER BUT BY THE STUDENT JOHN. 
(4) JOHN 1:21: THEY ASKED HIM, "WHAT THEN? ARE YOU ELIJAH?" HE SAID, "I AM NOT." "ARE YOU THE PROPHET?" HE ANSWERED, "NO." JOHN ACKNOWLEDGES THAT HE WAS NOT THE CHRIST OR A PROPHET OR ELIJAH. [BUT THE TRUTH IS THAT JOHN WAS ALL THESE THINGS FOR WOMANKIND SAIS BY JESUS LATER ON IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURE]
(5) JOHN 1:23: I AM THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE DESERT. THE WORD IS THE SAVIOR. THE VOICE THAT WAS IN THE DESERT IS SYMBOLIZED THROUGH JOHN. AND ITS ECHO IS THE WHOLE PROPHETIC ORDER. THE VOICE THAT IS CLOSELY RELATED TO THE WORD, TO REASON, BECOMES THE WORD, JUST AS WOMAN IS TRANSFORMED INTO MAN. AND FOR THE ECHO THERE WILL BE A TRANSFORMATION INTO VOICE, REPLACING THE STUDENT WITH THE VOICE THAT CHANGES INTO THE WORD. THE SLAVE CHANGES FROM ECHO INTO VOICE. WHEN THE SAVIOR CALLS JOHN A CHRIST, PROPHET AND ELIJAH, HE DOES NOT DESIGNATE HIS [SEXLESS] NATURE BUT HIS [SEXLESS] ATTRIBUTES. BUT WHEN HE CALLS HIM GREATER THAN THE PROPHETS AND AMONG THOSE BORN OF WOMEN, HE IS CHARACTERIZING JOHN HIMSELF. WHEN JOHN IS ASKED ABOUT HIMSELF, HE DOES NOT SPEAK OF HIS [SEXLESS] ATTRIBUTES. ATTRIBUTES CAN BE CLOTHING, THINGS OTHER THAN HIMSELF. WHEN HE WAS ASKED ABOUT HIS CLOTHING, WHETHER HE WAS HIS CLOTHING, WOULD HE HAVE ANSWERED YES? JOHN 1:19: THE JEWS SENT PRIESTS AND LEVITES FROM JERUSALEM TO ASK HIM, "WHO ARE YOU?" IT WAS THE DUTY OF THESE PERSONS TO INVESTIGATE AND ASK ABOUT THESE MATTERS, SINCE THEY WERE DEVOTED TO GOD. JOHN ALSO WAS OF THE TRIBE OF LEVI. THEY ASKED HIM IF HE WAS A PROPHET, SINCE THEY WISHED TO LEARN ABOUT IT. "GREATER THAN PROPHETS" AND "AMONG THOSE BORN OF WOMEN" WAS PROPHESIED BY ISAIAH, SO NONE OF THE EARLIER PROPHETS WAS CONSIDERED WORTHY OF THIS HONOR BY GOD. 
(6) JOHN 1:25: WHY THEN DO YOU BAPTIZE IF YOU ARE NOT THE CHRIST OR ELIJAH OR THE PROPHET? ONLY CHRIST AND ELIJAH AND THE PROPHETS SHOULD BAPTIZE. THE PHARISEES ASKED THE QUESTION OUT OF MALICE, NOT FROM A DESIRE TO LEARN. [WHICH JOHN DID BAPTIZE JESUS IN LUKE 3:21-22, WHICH JOHN IS PROVEN THE CHRIST, ELIJAH & THE GREAT PROPHET FOR WOMANKIND] 
(7) JOHN 1:26: I BAPTIZE IN WATER. JOHN ANSWERS THOSE SENT BY PHARISEES NOT WITH RESPECT TO THEIR QUESTION BUT ON HIS OWN TERMS. 
(8) JOHN 1:26: AMONG YOU STANDS ONE YOU DO NOT KNOW. THIS SIGNIFIES THAT HE IS ALREADY PRESENT, HERE IN THE WORLD AND AMONG PEOPLE, AND HE IS ALREADY MANIFEST TO EVERYONE. JOHN 1:27: ONE WHO WILL COME AFTER ME, WHOSE SANDAL STRAP I AM UNWORTHY TO LOOSEN. JOHN IS THE PRECURSOR [FORERUNNER] OF CHRIST [WITH MANKIND]. WITH THESE WORDS THE BAPTIZER ACKNOWLEDGES THAT HE IS NOT WORTHY OF EVEN THE LEAST HONORABLE SERVICE TO CHRIST. "I AM UNWORTHY" SIGNIFIES THAT HE CAME DOWN FROM THE GREATNESS BECAUSE OF ME AND HE ASSUMED FLESH AS A SANDAL. I CANNOT ACCOUNT FOR OR DESCRIBE OR EXPLAIN THE DISPENSATION OF THIS FLESH. THE WORLD IS THE SANDAL. THE DEMIURGE OF THE WORLD, WHO IS INFERIOR TO CHRIST, ACKNOWLEDGES THESE FACTS IN THIS PASSAGE. 
(9) JOHN 1:28: ALL THIS HAPPENED IN BETHANY ACROSS THE JORDAN. [ORIGEN PREFERRED READING BETHABARA TO BETHANY]. 
(10) JOHN 1:29: LOOK, THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAKES AWAY THE [SEXUAL] WRONG OF THE WORLD. AS A PROPHET, JOHN SAID "LAMB OF GOD." AS MORE THAN A PROPHET, HE ALSO SAID "WHO TAKES AWAY THE [SEXUAL] WRONG OF THE WORLD." THE FIRST EXPRESSION REFERS TO CHRIST'S BODY, THE SECOND ONE TO HIM WHO WAS IN THE BODY. AS THE LAMB IS IMPERFECT IN THE GENUS OF SHEEP, SO THE BODY IS IMPERFECT COMPARED TO HIM WHO INHABITS THE BODY. IF HE HAD WISHED TO ASCRIBE PERFECTION TO THE BODY, HE WOULD HAVE SPOKEN OF A RAM THAT WAS TO BE SACRIFICED. 
(11) JOHN 2:12: AFTER THIS HE WENT DOWN TO CAPERNAUM. HERE TOO THE PASSAGE SIGNIFIES THE BEGINNING OF ANOTHER DISPENSATION, SINCE "HE WENT DOWN" WAS NOT SPOKEN WITHOUT PURPOSE. CAPERNAUM MEANS BOTH THE ENDS OF THE WORLD AND THE MATERIAL THINGS TO WHICH HE DESCENDED. BECAUSE TO HIM THIS WAS AN ALIEN PLACE, NOTHING IS NOTED AS HAVING BEEN DONE OR SAID THERE. 
(12) JOHN 2:13: IT WAS ALMOST THE PASSOVER OF THE JEWS. THE GREAT FEAST WAS A SYMBOL OF THE PASSION OF THE SAVIOR, WHEN THE SHEEP NOT ONLY WAS SLAIN BUT, WHEN EATEN, GAVE REST. WHEN SACRIFICED, IT MEANT THE PASSION OF THE SAVIOR IN THE WORLD. WHEN EATEN, IT MEANT REST, WHICH LIES IN MARRIAGE. 
(13) JOHN 2:13-15: JESUS WENT UP TO JERUSALEM. IN THE TEMPLE HE FOUND THE PEOPLE SELLING OXEN AND SHEEP AND DOVES, AND THE COIN CHANGERS SITTING THERE. HE MADE A WHIP OUT OF ROPES AND DROVE OUT ALL THE ANIMALS, THE SHEEP AND THE OXEN. THE ASCENT TO JERUSALEM SIGNIFIES THE ASCENT OF THE LORD FROM MATERIAL THINGS TO THE PSYCHICAL PLACE, WHICH IS AN IMAGE OF JERUSALEM. HE FOUND THEM IN THE INNERMOST HOLY PLACE, NOT IN THE TEMPLE COURTYARD, SO ONE MIGHT THINK THAT A SIMPLE CALLING, EVEN WHEN NOT FROM THE SPIRIT, IS HELPED BY THE LORD. THE HOLY PLACE IS THE HOLY OF HOLIES IN WHICH ONLY THE HIGH PRIEST ENTERS, AND WHERE THE SPIRITUAL PEOPLE COME. BUT THE COURT OF THE TEMPLE, WHERE THE LEVITES ALSO ARE, IS A SYMBOL OF THE PSYCHICAL PEOPLE OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA, WHO ARE FOUND TO BE IN SALVATION. THOSE WHO ARE THERE IN THE HOLY SPACE SELLING OXEN AND SHEEP AND DOVES, AND THE MONEY CHANGERS SITTING THERE, ARE THOSE WHO OFFER NOTHING FREELY BUT LOOK AT THE COMING OF STRANGERS TO THE TEMPLE AS AN OCCASION FOR TRADE AND GAIN, AND BECAUSE OF THEIR PROFIT AND [SEXUAL] LOVE OF MONEY [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10] SUPPLY THE SACRIFICES FOR WORSHIPING GOD. THE WHIP THAT JESUS MADE OF SMALL CORDS IS A [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF POWER AND ENERGY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24], BLOWING AWAY THE [SEXUAL] WICKED. THE WHIP AND THE LINEN AND THE WINDING SHEET AND OTHER SUCH THINGS ARE ALSO A [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE POWER AND ENERGY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]. THE WHIP WAS TIED ON WOOD, AND THIS WOOD WAS A SYMBOL OF THE CROSS. ON THIS WOOD THE GAMBLING MERCHANTS AND [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS, WERE NAILED AND DESTROYED. THE WHIP WAS MADE OF THESE TWO SUBSTANCES. JESUS DID NOT MAKE IT OF DEAD LEATHER, SINCE HE WISHED TO BUILD THE CHURCH NO LONGER AS A DEN OF THIEVES AND MERCHANTS BUT AS A HOUSE OF HIS FATHER [STEPHEN]. 
(14) JOHN 2:17: ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME. THESE WORDS WERE SPOKEN FROM THE MOUTH OF THOSE POWERS CAST OUT AND CONSUMED BY THE SAVIOR. 
(15) JOHN 2:19: DESTROY THIS TEMPLE AND IN THREE DAYS I SHALL RAISE IT UP. IN THREE FULL DAYS, NOT ON THE THIRD DAY, WHICH IS THE DAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE CHURCH. 
(16) JOHN 2:20: THIS TEMPLE WAS BUILT OVER FORTY-SIX YEARS, AND YOU WILL RAISE IT UP IN THREE DAYS? SOLOMON'S CONSTRUCTING THE TEMPLE IN FORTY-SIX YEARS IS A [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE SAVIOR. THE NUMBER SIX REFERS TO MATTER, THAT IS, WHAT IS FASHIONED, WHILE FORTY, THE UNCOMBINED REALM OF FOUR, REFERS TO GOD'S BREATHING IN AND THE SEED IN THAT BREATHING IN.
(17) JOHN 4:12: YOU ARE NOT GREATER THAN OUR FATHER JACOB, WHO GAVE US THE WELL AND WHO HIMSELF DRANK AND WHOSE SONS AND CATTLE DRANK? THAT WELL SIGNIFIED WEAK, TEMPORARY, AND DEFICIENT LIFE AND ITS GLORY. IT WAS LIMITED TO BEING WORLDLY. THIS IS PROVED BY THE FACT THAT JACOB'S CATTLE DRANK FROM IT. BUT THE WATER THAT THE SAVIOR GAVE IS OF HIS SPIRIT AND POWER. "YOU WILL NOT BE THIRSTY FOREVERMORE," FOR HIS LIFE IS ETERNAL AND WILL NEVER PERISH LIKE THE FIRST WATER FROM THE WELL. IT IS PERMANENT. THE GRACE AND GIFT OF OUR SAVIOR ARE NOT TAKEN AWAY OR CONSUMED OR [SEXUALLY] DEFILED BY WHOEVER SHARES IN THEM. BUT THE 1ST LIFE [IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0] IS PERISHABLE [& SEXUALLY CORRUPTIBLE]. "WATER SPRINGING INTO ETERNAL LIFE" REFERS TO THOSE WHO RECEIVE LIFE SUPPLIED ABUNDANTLY FROM ABOVE AND WHO POUR OUT WHAT HAS BEEN GIVEN THEM FOR THE ETERNAL LIFE [2ND LIFE IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO INFINITE LIFE IN THE INFINITE NUMBER IS CALLED BORN AGAIN OR BORN OF GOD THAT IS IMPERISHABLE & SEXLESSLY INCORRUPTIBLE IN 1ST JOHN 3:9] OF OTHERS. THE SAMARITAN WOMAN REVEALED UNCRITICAL FAITH, ALIEN TO HER NATURE, WHEN SHE DID NOT WAIVER ABOUT WHAT WAS SAID TO HER. "GIVE ME THIS WATER SO I WON'T BE THIRSTY." SHE HATED THE SHALLOWS PIERCED BY THE WORD AND THAT PLACE OF SO-CALLED LIVING WATER. 
(18) JOHN 4:16: GO AND CALL YOUR HUSBAND AND COME BACK HERE. WHAT THIS MEANS IS OBVIOUS. THIS IS THE SAMARITAN WOMAN'S MINGLING WITH THE PLEROMA. COMING WITH HER HUSBAND TO THE SAVIOR, SHE MIGHT RECEIVE FROM HIM POWER, UNION, AND MINGLING WITH PLEROMA. HE WAS NOT SPEAKING TO HER ABOUT AN EARTHLY HUSBAND AND TELLING HER TO CALL HIM, BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT SHE DIDN'T HAVE A [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL HUSBAND. THE SAVIOR SAID TO HER, "CALL YOUR HUSBAND AND COME BACK HERE," MEANING HER FELLOW OR HUSBAND FROM THE PLEROMA. AS FOR WHAT WAS MEANT ALLEGORICALLY, SHE DID NOT KNOW HER OWN HUSBAND. SIMPLY PUT, SHE WAS ASHAMED TO ADMIT THAT SHE HAD AN ADULTERER, NOT A HUSBAND. "YOU ARE RIGHT TO SAY, I HAVE NO HUSBAND," SINCE IN THE WORLD THE SAMARITAN WOMAN HAD NO HUSBAND, FOR HER HUSBAND WAS IN THE AEON. THE SIX HUSBANDS SIGNIFY ALL THE MATERIAL [SEXUAL] EVIL TO WHICH SHE WAS BOUND AND WITH WHICH SHE CONSORTED WHEN SHE WAS [SEXUALLY] IRRATIONALLY DEBAUCHED, INSULTED, REFUSED, AND ABANDONED BY THEM. 
(19) JOHN 4:19-20: SIR, I SEE THAT YOU ARE A PROPHET. OUR PARENTS WORSHIPED ON THIS MOUNTAIN. THE SAMARITAN PROPERLY ACKNOWLEDGED WHAT WAS SAID TO HER. TYPICALLY, ONLY A PROPHET KNOWS ALL SUCH THINGS. SHE ACTED AS APPROPRIATE TO HER WAYS, NEITHER LYING NOR OPENLY ACKNOWLEDGING HER IMMORALITY. CERTAIN THAT HE WAS A PROPHET, SHE ASKED HIM ABOUT IT WHILE SHE REVEALED THE CAUSE OF HER SEXUAL ACTIVITY. BECAUSE OF HER IGNORANCE OF GOD, SHE HAD NEGLECTED HIS WORSHIP AND ALL THAT WAS NECESSARY IN HER LIFE. SHE WOULD NOT HAVE COME TO THE WELL OUTSIDE THE CITY UNLESS SHE HAD DESIRED TO LEARN HOW, AND FOR WHOM, AND BY WORSHIPING GOD SHE MIGHT ESCAPE FROM HER SEXUAL ACTS. SO, SHE SAID, "OUR PARENTS WORSHIPED ON THIS MOUNTAIN." 
(20) JOHN 4:21: BELIEVE ME, WOMAN, THE HOUR IS COMING WHEN NOT ON THIS MOUNTAIN NOR IN JERUSALEM WILL YOU [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIP THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. EARLIER JESUS DID NOT SAY, "BELIEVE ME, WOMAN." BUT NOW HE COMMANDS HER TO BELIEVE. THE MOUNTAIN SIGNIFIES THE DEVIL OR HIS WORLD, SINCE THE DEVIL WAS ONE PART OF THE WHOLE OF MATTER, AND THE WHOLE WORLD IS A MOUNTAIN OF [SEXUAL] EVIL, A DESERTED HABITAT OF BEASTS, WHICH ALL JEWS WHO LIVED ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND ALL THE GENTILES WORSHIP. JERUSALEM IS THE CREATION OR THE CREATOR, WHOM JEWS WORSHIP [ROMANS 1:20-28, 32]. IN ANOTHER SENSE THE MOUNTAIN IS THE CREATION, WHICH THE GENTILES WORSHIP. BUT YOU AS SPIRITUAL PEOPLE WILL WORSHIP NEITHER THE CREATION NOR THE DEMIURGE, BUT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH. AND HE ACCEPTS HER AS ONE ALREADY FAITHFUL AND WHO WILL BE NUMBERED AMONG THE WORSHIPERS IN TRUTH. 
(21) JOHN 4:22: YOU WORSHIP WHAT YOU DO NOT KNOW [ACTS 17:22-30]. THESE ARE THE JEWS AND GENTILES. AS PETER TEACHES, "WE MUST NOT WORSHIP IN THE GREEK MANNER, ACCEPTING THE WORKS OF MATTER AND WORSHIPING WOOD AND STONE, OR IN THE JEWISH MANNER WORSHIP THE DIVINE. THEY, THINKING THAT THEY ALONE KNOW GOD, DO NOT KNOW HIM, AND WORSHIP ANGELS AND THE MONTH AND THE MOON [ACTS 7:39-43]." 
(22) JOHN 4:22: WE WORSHIP WHAT WE KNOW SINCE SALVATION IS FROM THE JEWS. "WE" SIGNIFIES THE ONE WHO IS IN THE AEON AND THOSE WHO HAVE COME FROM HIM. THEY KNEW THE ONE THEY WORSHIP AS THEY WORSHIP IN TRUTH. "SALVATION IS FROM THE JEWS," BECAUSE HE WAS BORN IN JUDEA, BUT NOT AMONG THEM, "SINCE HE WAS NOT PLEASED WITH ALL OF THEM," AND BECAUSE FROM THAT GROUP OF PEOPLE CAME SALVATION AND THE WORD TO THE WORLD. IN TERMS OF WHAT WAS MEANT ALLEGORICALLY, SALVATION CAME FROM THE JEWS BECAUSE THEY ARE REGARDED AS IMAGES OF BEINGS IN THE PLEROMA. EARLIER WORSHIPERS WORSHIPED HIM WHO WAS NOT FATHER [STEPHEN], BUT OF [SEXUAL] FLESH AND [SEXUAL] ERROR. THEY WORSHIPED THE CREATION, NOT THE TRUE CREATOR, WHO IS [STEPHEN] CHRIST [JOHN 8:58], SINCE "THROUGH HIM EVERYTHING CAME TO BE AND WITHOUT THE WORD NOTHING CAME TO BE." 
(23) JOHN 4:23: GOD IS SPIRIT, AND THOSE WORSHIPING MUST WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH. LOST IN THE DEEP MATTER OF [SEXUAL] ERROR IS WHAT IS RELATED TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHICH IS SOUGHT AFTER SO THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] MAY BE WORSHIPED BY THOSE WHO ARE RELATED TO HIM. 
(24) JOHN 4:23: GOD IS SPIRIT, AND THOSE WORSHIPING MUST WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH. [SEXLESSLY] UNPOLLUTED AND PURE AND INVISIBLE IS HIS DIVINE NATURE. AND TO BE WORTHY OF HIM WHO IS WORSHIPED ONE MUST WORSHIP IN A SPIRITUAL, NOT A FLESHLY, [SEXUAL] WAY. FOR THOSE WHO ARE OF THE SAME [SEXLESS] NATURE AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ARE SPIRIT AND [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIP IN TRUTH AND NOT IN [SEXUAL] ERROR, JUST AS PAUL TEACHES WHEN HE CALLS THIS [SEXLESS] WORSHIP A "SPIRITUAL" SERVICE. 
(25) JOHN 4:25: I KNOW A MESSIAH IS COMING, WHO IS CALLED THE ANOINTED. THE CHURCH EXPECTED CHRIST AND BELIEVED THAT HE ALONE WOULD KNOW ALL THINGS. 
(26) JOHN 4:26: I AM HE, TALKING TO YOU. SINCE THE SAMARITAN WOMAN WAS CONVINCED THAT CHRIST WOULD PROCLAIM EVERYTHING TO HER WHEN HE CAME, HE SAID, "KNOW THAT I WHO SPEAK TO YOU AM THE ONE YOU EXPECTED." AND WHEN HE ACKNOWLEDGED HIMSELF AS THE EXPECTED ONE WHO HAD COME, "HIS STUDENTS CAME TO HIM," SINCE BECAUSE OF THEM HE HAD COME TO SAMARIA. 
(27) JOHN 4:28: THEN THE WOMAN LEFT HER WATER POT. THE WATER POT THAT CAN RECEIVE LIFE IS THE CONDITION AND THOUGHT OF THE POWER CONTAINED IN THE SAVIOR. SHE LEFT IT WITH HIM, WHICH IS TO SAY, SHE HAD SUCH A VESSEL WITH THE SAVIOR, A VESSEL IN WHICH SHE HAD COME TO GET LIVING WATER, AND SHE RETURNED TO THE WORLD, PROCLAIMING THE COMING OF THE CHRIST TO THE CALLING. FOR THROUGH THE SPIRIT AND BY THE SPIRIT THE SOUL IS TAKEN TO THE SAVIOR. "THEY WENT OUT OF THE TOWN AND CAME TOWARD HIM." THIS MEANS THEY WENT OUT OF THE TOWN, THAT IS, THEIR FORMER WORLDLY WAY OF LIFE, AND THROUGH FAITH CAME TO THE SAVIOR. 
(28) JOHN 4:31: MEANWHILE, THE STUDENTS WERE SAYING, "RABBI, EAT." THEY WANTED TO SHARE WITH HIM SOMETHING OF WHAT THEY HAD BOUGHT IN SAMARIA. 
(29) JOHN 4:32: I HAVE A [SEXLESS] MEAT TO EAT THAT YOU DO NOT KNOW. [HERAKLEON DOES NOT COMMENT ON THIS PASSAGE]. 
(30) JOHN 4:33: THEN THE STUDENTS SAID TO EACH OTHER, "COULD SOMEONE, HAVE BROUGHT HIM SOMETHING TO EAT?" THE STUDENTS UNDERSTOOD ON A LOW LEVEL AND IMITATED THE SAMARITAN WOMAN, 
WHO SAID, "SIR, YOU HAVE NO BUCKET AND THE WELL IS DEEP."
(31) JOHN 4:34: MY MEAT IS TO DO THE WILL OF HIM WHO SENT ME AND TO COMPLETE HIS WORK. THE SAVIOR TOLD HIS STUDENTS THAT THIS WAS WHAT HE SAID TO THE WOMAN, CALLING THE WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HIS MEAT. THIS WAS HIS FOOD AND REST AND POWER. THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] WILL FOR PEOPLE IS TO KNOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND BE SAVED. THIS WAS THE SAVIOR'S WORK, FOR WHICH REASON HE WAS SENT INTO SAMARIA, THAT IS, INTO THE WORLD. 
(32) JOHN 4:35: FOUR MORE MONTHS AND THEN COMES THE HARVEST? HE SPEAKS OF THE HARVEST OF THE FRUIT AS IF IT HAD FIXED FOUR-MONTH INTERVALS, AND YET THE HARVEST HE WAS SPEAKING OF WAS ALREADY THERE. THE HARVEST IS OF SOULS OF BELIEVERS. THEY ARE ALREADY RIPE AND READY FOR HARVEST, AND READY TO CARRY INTO THE BARN, THROUGH FAITH INTO REST, AS MANY AS ARE READY. BUT NOT ALL ARE READY. SOME ARE, SOME WILL BE, OTHERS ARE STILL BEING SOWN. 
(33) MATTHEW 9:37: THE HARVEST IS ABUNDANT BUT THE FIELD WORKERS ARE FEW. THIS LINE REFERS TO THOSE READY FOR THE HARVEST AND FOR GATHERING INTO THE BARN, TO GO THROUGH FAITH INTO REST, AND BE PREPARED FOR SALVATION AND RECEIVING THE WORD. 
(34) JOHN 4:36: THE REAPER IS TAKING HIS WAGES. THIS IS SAID BECAUSE THE SAVIOR CALLS HIMSELF A REAPER. AND THE WAGES OF OUR LORD ARE THE SALVATION AND RESTORATION OF THOSE REAPED, WHICH MEANS, HIS REST UPON THEM. "AND GATHERING THE GRAIN FOR ETERNAL LIFE" MEANS EITHER THAT WHAT IS GATHERED IS THE FRUIT OF ETERNAL LIFE OR THAT IT IS ITSELF ETERNAL LIFE. 
(35) JOHN 4:37: SO SOWER AND REAPER ALIKE MAY BE HAPPY. THE SOWER IS HAPPY BECAUSE HE SOWS, AND BECAUSE HE IS ALREADY GATHERING PART OF HIS SEEDS. LIKEWISE, THE REAPER IS HAPPY BECAUSE HE IS REAPING. THE FIRST BEGAN BY SOWING, THE SECOND BY REAPING. BOTH COULD NOT BEGIN WITH THE SAME TASK, SINCE SOWING IS FIRST AND REAPING AFTERWARD. WHEN THE SOWER STOPS SOWING, THE REAPER IS STILL REAPING. BUT FOR THE MOMENT BOTH DO THEIR OWN WORK AND SHARE A COMMON JOY WHEN THEY CONSIDER THE PERFECTION OF THE SEEDS. "ONE SOWS, ANOTHER REAPS." THE EARTHLY SON ABOVE THE PLACE SOWS. THE SAVIOR, WHO IS ALSO THE EARTHLY SON, REAPS AND SENDS THE ANGELS DOWN AS REAPERS KNOWN THROUGH THE STUDENTS, EACH FOR HIS OWN SOUL. 
(36) JOHN 4:38: OTHERS WORKED AND YOU ENTERED THEIR WORK. THESE SEEDS WERE SOWN NEITHER THROUGH NOR BY THEM. THOSE WHO WORKED ARE THE ANGELS OF THE DISPENSATION, THROUGH WHOM AS MEDIATORS THE SEEDS WERE SOWN AND NOURISHED. THE WORK OF SOWERS AND REAPERS IS NOT THE SAME, FOR THE FORMER IN COLD AND RAIN WORK AND DIG UP THE EARTH AND SOW, AND THROUGH THE WINTER LOOK AFTER IT, HOEING AND WEEDING. THE LATTER, WHO ENTER A PREPARED HARVEST, REAP THE HARVESTS WITH HAPPINESS. 
(37) JOHN 4:39: AND MANY SAMARITANS FROM THE CITY BELIEVED IN HIM, BECAUSE OF WHAT THE WOMAN SAID WHEN SHE TESTIFIED. OUT OF THAT TOWN OR CITY, MEANING OUT OF THE WORLD. THROUGH THE WOMAN'S REPORT, THAT IS, THROUGH THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH. "MANY" BECAUSE THERE ARE MANY PSYCHICAL PEOPLE, BUT THE IMPERISHABLE NATURE OF THE ELECTION IS ONE AND UNIFORM AND UNIQUE. 
(38) JOHN 4:42: HE STAYED THERE TWO DAYS. HE STAYED WITH THEM AND NOT IN THEM, AND FOR TWO DAYS, EITHER TO SIGNIFY THE PRESENT AEON AND THE FUTURE ONE IN MARRIAGE, OR THE TIME BEFORE HIS PASSION AND THAT AFTER THE PASSION, WHICH HE SPENT WITH THEM. AFTER CONVERTING MANY MORE TO FAITH THROUGH HIS OWN WORD, HE LEFT THEM. 
(39) JOHN 4:42: IT IS NO LONGER BECAUSE OF YOUR TALK THAT WE BELIEVE. THIS PASSAGE SHOULD SAY, "IT IS NO LONGER ONLY BECAUSE OF YOUR TALK." JOHN 4:42 WE OURSELVES HAVE HEARD AND WE KNOW THAT HE IS TRULY THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD. AT FIRST PEOPLE ARE LED BY OTHERS TO BELIEVE IN THE SAVIOR, BUT WHEN THEY READ HIS WORDS, THEY NO LONGER BELIEVE BECAUSE OF HUMAN TESTIMONY ALONE BUT BECAUSE OF THE TRUTH. 
(40) JOHN 4:46-47: THERE WAS A CERTAIN PRINCE WHOSE SON WAS SICK IN CAPERNAUM. WHEN HE HEARD THAT JESUS HAD COME FROM JUDEA INTO GALILEE, HE WENT TO HIM AND ASKED HIM TO COME DOWN AND HEAL HIS SON, FOR HE WAS NEAR DEATH. THE PRINCE OR ROYAL OFFICER IS THE DEMIURGE, SINCE HE REIGNED OVER THOSE UNDER HIM. BUT BECAUSE HIS DOMINION IS SMALL AND TEMPORARY, HE IS CALLED A PRINCE, LIKE SOME PETTY KING SET OVER A SMALL KINGDOM BY A UNIVERSAL KING. HIS SON IN CAPERNAUM, IN THE LOWER PART OF THE MIDDLE AREA BY THE SEA, REFERS TO WHAT ADJOINS MATTER. IN OTHER WORDS, THE MAN BELONGING TO HIM WAS SICK NOT WITH RESPECT TO NATURE BUT IN HIS IGNORANCE AND SINS. "FROM JUDEA TO GALILEE" MEANS FROM THE JUDEA ABOVE. THE PHRASE "HE WAS NEAR DEATH" REFUTES THE DOCTRINES OF THOSE WHO SAY THAT THE SOUL IS IMMORTAL. SOUL AND BODY ARE DESTROYED IN GEHENNA. THE SOUL IS NOT IMMORTAL BUT ONLY HAS A DISPOSITION TO SALVATION. IT IS THE PERISHABLE THAT ROBES ITSELF IN IMPERISHABILITY, AND THE MORTAL THAT ROBES ITSELF IN IMMORTALITY, WHEN ITS DEATH WAS SWALLOWED IN VICTORY. "UNLESS YOU SEE SIGNS AND WONDERS YOU WILL NOT BELIEVE" WAS CORRECTLY SPOKEN TO A PERSON WHO HAD THE NATURE TO BE PERSUADED THROUGH WORKS AND THROUGH SENSE PERCEPTION, NOT TO BELIEVE A WORD. "DESCEND BEFORE MY CHILD DIES," BECAUSE THE END OF [SEXUAL] LAW WAS DEATH. THE [SEXUAL] LAW KILLS THROUGH [SEXUAL] SINS. BEFORE DEATH FINALLY CAME INTO BEING IN ACCORDANCE WITH SINS, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ASKS THE ONLY SAVIOR TO HELP THE SON, WHOSE NATURE IS TO DO THIS. "GO, YOUR SON LIVES,"THE SAVIOR SAID MODESTLY, SINCE HE DIDN'T SAY, "LET HIM LIVE," OR SHOW THAT HE HIMSELF HAD GIVEN HIM LIFE. HAVING GONE DOWN TO THE SICK MAN AND HEALED HIM OF THE DISEASE, THAT IS, OF HIS [SEXUAL] SINS, AND HAVING MADE HIM ALIVE THROUGH REMISSION, HE SAID, "YOUR SON LIVES." "THE MAN BELIEVED" BECAUSE THE DEMIURGE CAN EASILY BELIEVE THAT THE SAVIOR IS ABLE TO HEAL EVEN WHEN HE IS NOT PRESENT. THE PRINCE'S SLAVES ARE THE ANGELS OF THE DEMIURGE, PROCLAIMING, "YOUR SON LIVES," BECAUSE HE IS BEHAVING CORRECTLY, NO LONGER DOING WHAT IS WRONG. THEREFORE, THE SLAVES PROCLAIMED TO THE PRINCE THE NEWS ABOUT HIS SON'S SALVATION, BECAUSE THE ANGELS ARE THE FIRST TO OBSERVE THE ACTIONS OF MEN ON EARTH AND TO SEE IF THEY HAVE LIVED WELL AND SINCERELY SINCE THE SAVIOR'S SOJOURN ON EARTH. "THE SEVENTH HOUR" REFERS TO THE NATURE OF THE MAN HEALED. "AND HE BELIEVED AND ALONG WITH ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD" REFERS TO THE ANGELIC ORDER AND MEN RELATED TO HIM. IT IS A QUESTION WHETHER SOME ANGELS, THOSE WHO DESCENDED UPON THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN, WILL BE SAVED. THE DESTRUCTION OF PEOPLE BY THE DEMIURGE IS MADE CLEAR BY THE SENTENCE "THE CHILDREN OF THE KINGDOM WILL GO OUT INTO THE OUTER DARKNESS." ABOUT THEM ISAIAH PROPHESIED, "I PRODUCED AND RAISED SONS, BUT THEY SET ME ASIDE." HE CALLS THEM "ALIEN SONS AND A WICKED AND [SEXUALLY] LAWLESS SEED AND A VINEYARD PRODUCING THORNS."
(41) JOHN 8:21: WHERE I AM GOING YOU CANNOT COME. HOW HAVE THEY COME TO BE IN IMPERISHABILITY WHEN THEY REMAIN IN IGNORANCE AND DISBELIEF AND [SEXUAL] SINS? 
(42) JOHN 8:22: WILL HE KILL HIMSELF? BECAUSE HE SAID, "WHERE I AM GOING YOU CANNOT COME." IN THEIR WICKED THOUGHTS THE JEWS SAID THESE THINGS AND DECLARED THEMSELVES GREATER THAN THE SAVIOR AND THOUGHT THAT THEY WOULD GO TO GOD FOR ETERNAL REST BUT THE SAVIOR WOULD SLAY HIMSELF AND GO TO CORRUPTION AND DEATH, WHERE THEY THOUGHT THEY WOULD NOT GO. THE JEWS THOUGHT THE SAVIOR SAID, "WHEN I HAVE SLAIN MYSELF, I SHALL GO TO CORRUPTION, WHERE YOU CANNOT COME." 
(43) JOHN 8:37: MY WORD HAS NO PLACE IN YOU. THE WORD HAS NO PLACE BECAUSE OTHERS ARE UNSUITED FOR IT EITHER BY SUBSTANCE OR INCLINATION. 
(44) JOHN 8:44: YOU ARE FROM YOUR FATHER [LUCIFER] THE DEVIL. THIS PASSAGE ACCOUNTS FOR THEIR INABILITY TO HEAR THE WORD OF JESUS OR TO UNDERSTAND HIS SPEECH. IT MEANS "OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE DEVIL." IT MAKES THEIR NATURE EVIDENT TO THEM AND CONVICTS THEM IN ADVANCE. THEY ARE NEITHER CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM NOR CHILDREN OF GOD, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE JESUS. 
(45) JOHN 8:44: YOU ARE FROM YOUR FATHER [LUCIFER] THE DEVIL. THE WORD WAS SPOKEN TO THOSE WHO WERE OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE DEVIL. 
(46) JOHN 8.44: AND YOU WANT TO DO THE DESIRES OF YOUR FATHER [LUCIFER]. THE DEVIL HAS NO WILL, [EXCEPT IN ACTS 13:6-12]. HE HAS DESIRES. THESE THINGS WERE SPOKEN NOT TO THOSE WHO ARE BY [SEXUAL] NATURE, CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL, THE PEOPLE OF THE EARTH, BUT TO THE PSYCHICAL PEOPLE, WHO ARE CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL BY ADOPTION. SOME OF THEM WHO ARE THIS WAY BY NATURE CAN BECOME CHILDREN OF GOD BY ADOPTION. FROM HAVING LOVED THE DESIRES OF THE DEVIL AND CARRYING THEM OUT THESE PEOPLE BECOME CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL, THOUGH THEY ARE NOT SO BY NATURE. THE NAME "CHILDREN" MUST BE UNDERSTOOD IN THREE WAYS. FIRST, BY NATURE, SECOND BY INCLINATION, THIRD BY MERIT. "BY NATURE" MEANS WHAT IS GENERATED BY SOME GENERATOR, WHICH MAY BE CALLED A CHILD, "BY INCLINATION," WHEN ONE DOES SOMEONE ELSE'S WILL BY ONE'S OWN INCLINATION AND IS CALLED THE CHILD OF THE ONE WHOSE WILL ONE DOES; AND "BY MERIT," IN THE WAY THAT SOME ARE CALLED CHILDREN OF GEHENNA AND OF DARKNESS AND OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS, AND OFFSPRING OF SNAKES AND VIPERS, FOR THOSE PARENTS GENERATE NOTHING BY THEIR OWN NATURE. THEY ARE RUINOUS AND CONSUME THOSE WHO ARE CAST INTO THEM. JESUS CALLS THEM CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL, NOT BECAUSE THE DEVIL GENERATES OFFSPRING, BUT BECAUSE BY DOING THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL THEY BECAME LIKE HIM. 
(47) JOHN 8:44: FROM THE BEGINNING HE WAS A MURDERER, AND HE DOES NOT STAND IN THE TRUTH, BECAUSE THERE IS NO TRUTH IN HIM. WHEN HE LIES, HE SPEAKS FROM HIMSELF, SINCE HE IS A LIAR AND THE FATHER [LUCIFER] OF LIES. HIS NATURE IS NOT OF THE TRUTH BUT OF ITS OPPOSITE, WHICH IS [SEXUAL] ERROR AND IGNORANCE. THEREFORE, ONE CANNOT STAND IN TRUTH NOR HAVE TRUTH IN ONESELF. ONE HAS LIES AS ONE'S OWN NATURE, BEING BY NATURE UNABLE EVER TO SPEAK TRUTH. NOT ONLY IS THAT PERSON A LIAR, BUT SO TOO HIS FATHER [LUCIFER], WHICH IS ALSO HIS NATURE, SINCE HE ORIGINATED FROM [SEXUAL] ERROR AND [SEXUAL] LIES. 
(48) JOHN 8:50: THERE IS ONE WHO SEEKS IT, AND HE IS THE JUDGE. THE ONE WHO SEEKS AND JUDGES IS THE ONE WHO AVENGES ME, THE SERVANT COMMISSIONED FOR THIS, THE ONE WHO DOES NOT BEAR THE SWORD IN VAIN. AND PUNISHER IS MOSES, WHO IS ALSO THE LEGISLATOR. HOW DOES HE SAY THAT ALL JUDGMENT WAS GIVEN TO HIM? HE SPEAKS CORRECTLY, FOR THE JUDGE WHO DOES HIS WILL JUDGES AS A SERVANT. SUCH IS WHAT HAPPENS AMONG PEOPLE. 
(49) MATTHEW 3:11: JOHN SAID, "I BAPTIZE YOU IN WATER FOR REPENTANCE, BUT AFTER ME WILL COME ONE STRONGER THAN I, AND I AM NOT FIT TO CARRY HIS SANDALS. HE WILL BAPTIZE YOU IN THE HOLY SPIRIT AND FIRE." HE BAPTIZED NO ONE IN FIRE. HOWEVER, SOME UNDERSTAND FIRE TO BE IN THE EARS OF THOSE WHO ARE SEALED IN BAPTISM AND SO HAVE HEARD THE APOSTOLIC PREACHING. 
(50) MATTHEW 10:32-33: ANYONE WHO CONFESSES ME BEFORE OTHERS, I WILL CONFESS BEFORE MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN, AND WHOEVER DENIES ME BEFORE OTHERS, I WILL DENY BEFORE MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN. ONE TYPE OF CONFESSION IS MADE BY FAITH AND BEHAVIOR, ANOTHER BY VOICE. THE CONFESSION BY VOICE ALSO TAKES PLACE BEFORE AUTHORITIES. THE CROWDS CONSIDER THIS THE ONLY CONFESSION. THEY ARE WRONG BECAUSE HYPOCRITES CAN ALSO MAKE THIS CONFESSION. THIS WORD WILL NOT BE FOUND UNIVERSALLY, SINCE NOT ALL THOSE WHO ARE SAVED MADE THE CONFESSION BY VOICE. AMONG THE EXCEPTIONS ARE MATTHEW, PHILIP, THOMAS, LEVI, AND MANY OTHERS. THE CONFESSION BY VOICE IS NOT UNIVERSAL BUT PARTICULAR. WHAT HE MENTIONS HERE IS UNIVERSAL, THE ONE BY WORKS AND ACTIONS CORRESPONDING TO FAITH IN HIM. THIS CONFESSION IS FOLLOWED BY THE PARTICULAR ONE BEFORE AUTHORITIES, IF NECESSARY AND REASON REQUIRES IT. THIS ONE ALSO CONFESSES BY VOICE, IF THAT PERSON HAS PREVIOUSLY CONFESSED BY DISPOSITION. AND HE CORRECTLY SAID "IN ME" OF THOSE WHO CONFESS, AND "ME" OF THOSE WHO DENY. FOR THE LATTER DENY HIM, EVEN IF THEY DO NOT CONFESS BY ACTION. THE ONLY ONES WHO CONFESS IN HIM ARE THOSE WHO LIVE IN CONFESSION AND ACTION RELATED TO HIM. HE CONFESSES IN THEM, SINCE HE IS WRAPPED UP IN THEM AND CONTAINED BY THEM. THEREFORE, THEY NEVER DENY HIM. BUT THOSE WHO ARE NOT IN HIM DENY HIM. HE DID NOT SAY, "WHOEVER WILL DENY IN ME," BUT "ME." NO ONE WHO IS IN HIM EVER DENIES HIM. "BEFORE OTHERS" REFERS TO BOTH THE SAVED AND THE GENTILES, AND IN LIKE FASHION, TO THEIR BEHAVIOR BEFORE THE FORMER AND TO THEIR VOICE BEFORE THE LATTER. 
THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON THE TREATISE ON RESURRECTION'
MY SON RHEGINOS, SOME PEOPLE WANT TO BECOME LEARNED. THAT IS THEIR PURPOSE WHEN THEY BEGIN TO SOLVE UNSOLVED PROBLEMS. IF THEY SUCCEED, THEY ARE PROUD. BUT I DO NOT THINK THEY HAVE STOOD IN THE WORD OF TRUTH. RATHER, THEY SEEK THEIR OWN REST, WHICH WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM OUR SAVIOR AND OUR LORD, THE CHRIST. WE RECEIVED REST WHEN WE CAME TO KNOW THE TRUTH AND RESTED ON IT. SINCE YOUR PLEASANT QUESTION CONCERNS WHAT IS THE TRUTH ABOUT THE RESURRECTION, I AM WRITING YOU TODAY TO TELL YOU. MANY DO NOT BELIEVE IN IT, BUT A FEW FIND IT. SO, LET US SEE. 
HOW GOD BECAME A HUMAN SON
HOW DID THE LORD PROCLAIM THINGS WHILE HE WAS IN FLESH AND AFTER HE HAD REVEALED HIMSELF TO BE THE SON OF GOD? HE LIVED IN THIS WORLD THAT YOU LIVE IN, SPEAKING ABOUT THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF NATURE, WHICH I CALL DEATH. AND MORE, RHEGINOS, THE SON OF GOD BECAME A HUMAN SON. HE EMBRACED BOTH QUALITIES, POSSESSING HUMANITY AND DIVINITY SO HE COULD, BY BEING THE SON OF GOD, CONQUER DEATH, AND, BY BEING THE HUMAN SON, RESTORE THE PLEROMA. AT THE BEGINNING HE WAS ABOVE AS A SEED OF TRUTH, WHICH WAS BEFORE THE COSMOS CAME INTO BEING. IN THE COSMIC STRUCTURE MANY DOMINIONS AND DIVINITIES HAVE COME INTO BEING. 
TRUTH AS THE AGENT
I KNOW THAT I AM PRESENTING THE PROBLEM IN DIFFICULT WORDS, BUT THERE IS NOTHING IN THE WORD OF TRUTH THAT IS DIFFICULT. AFTER THE SOLUTION APPEARED, TO ENSURE THAT NOTHING BE HIDDEN AND EVERYTHING BE OPENLY REVEALED, THERE ARE TWO ESSENTIALS: THE DESTRUCTION OF EVIL AND THE REVELATION OF THE ELECT. THIS SOLUTION ENTAILS THE EMANATION OF TRUTH AND SPIRIT, AND OF GRACE BESTOWED BY TRUTH. 
THE SAVIOR SWALLOWED DEATH
THE SAVIOR SWALLOWED DEATH. YOU MUST KNOW THIS. HE LAID ASIDE THE PERISHABLE WORLD AND MADE HIMSELF INTO AN IMPERISHABLE AEON, RAISED HIMSELF UP, AND SWALLOWED THE VISIBLE WITH THE INVISIBLE. THEREBY HE GAVE US OUR IMMORTALITY. THEN, AS THE MESSENGER PAUL SAID OF HIM, "WE SUFFERED WITH HIM, WE ROSE WITH HIM, AND WE ENTERED HEAVEN WITH HIM." NOW, SINCE WE ARE SEEN IN THIS WORLD, WE WEAR IT LIKE A GARMENT. FROM THE SAVIOR WE RADIATE BEAMS, AND WE ARE HELD IN HIS ARMS UNTIL OUR OWN SUNSET, OUR DEATH IN THIS LIFE. WE ARE DRAWN TO HEAVEN BY HIM, LIKE BEAMS, BY THE SUN, AND NOTHING HOLDS US DOWN. THIS IS THE RESURRECTION OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH SWALLOWS UP THE SOUL AND THE FLESH. 
WITH FAITH RISE
IF YOU CANNOT BELIEVE, YOU CANNOT BE PERSUADED. MY SON, THESE MATTERS BELONG TO THE DOMAIN OF FAITH, AND NOT TO PERSUASIVE ARGUMENT, IN ASSERTING THAT THE DEAD WILL RISE. AMONG THE PHILOSOPHERS IN THE WORLD THERE MAY BE ONE WHO BELIEVES. CERTAINLY, THAT PHILOSOPHER WILL RISE. AND LET THAT PHILOSOPHER HERE ON EARTH NOT BELIEVE THAT HE IS RETURNING TO THE SELF BY HIMSELF, AND BECAUSE OF FAITH. WE HAVE KNOWN THE HUMAN SON, AND WE BELIEVE THAT HE ROSE FROM AMONG THE DEAD. WE SAY OF HIM, "HE IS THE DESTROYER OF DEATH." THE GOAL AS WELL AS ITS BELIEVERS IS GREAT. AND THE THINKING MIND OF BELIEVERS WILL NOT DISAPPEAR, NOR WILL THE MIND OF THOSE WHO KNOW. WE ARE CHOSEN FOR SALVATION AND REDEMPTION, SINCE FROM THE BEGINNING WE WERE PREDESTINED NOT TO FALL INTO THE FOLLY OF THE IGNORANT. WE SHALL ENTER INTO THE WISDOM OF THOSE WHO HAVE KNOWN THE TRUTH. THOSE WHO HAVE WAKENED TO THE TRUTH CANNOT ABANDON IT. THE SYSTEM OF THE PLEROMA IS STRONG. A SMALL PART OF IT IS WHAT BROKE LOOSE TO MAKE UP THE WORLD. WHAT ENCOMPASSES EVERYTHING, THE REALM OF ALL, DID NOT COME INTO BEING. IT WAS. SO NEVER DOUBT THE RESURRECTION, MY SON RHEGINOS. 
FATE OF THE FLESH AND OF THE SPIRIT
IF YOU DID NOT EXIST IN FLESH, YOU TOOK ON FLESH WHEN YOU ENTERED THE WORLD. WHY IS IT, THEN, THAT YOU WILL YOU NOT TAKE YOUR FLESH WITH YOU WHEN YOU RISE INTO THE AEON? WHAT IS BETTER THAN FLESH IS WHAT ANIMATES. WHAT CAME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF YOU, IS IT NOT YOURS? DOESN'T IT EXIST WITH YOU? BUT WHILE YOU ARE IN THE WORLD, WHAT ARE YOU MISSING? THAT IS PRECISELY WHAT YOU HAVE ATTEMPTED TO LEARN. AFTER THE BIRTH OF THE BODY COMES OLD AGE, AND YOU EXIST IN CORRUPTION. BUT WHAT YOU LACK IS A GAIN. YOU WILL NOT GIVE UP THE BETTER PART WHEN YOU LEAVE. THE INFERIOR PART SUFFERS, BUT IT FINDS GRACE. WORLD, BUT WE ARE MEMBERS OF THE REALM OF ALL AND ARE SAVED. WE HAVE RECEIVED SALVATION FROM START TO FINISH. LET US THINK IN THIS WAY, LET US COMPREHEND IN THIS WAY. 
WHAT IS THE RESURRECTION?
SOME ASK WHETHER ONE WILL BE SAVED IMMEDIATELY, IF THE BODY IS LEFT BEHIND. LET NO ONE DOUBT. THE VISIBLE PARTS OF THE BODY THAT ARE DEAD WILL NOT BE SAVED. ONLY THE LIVING PARTS THAT EXIST INSIDE WILL RISE. WHAT IS THE RESURRECTION? IT IS THE REVELATION OF THOSE WHO HAVE RISEN. IF YOU REMEMBER READING IN THE GOSPEL THAT ELIJAH APPEARED AND MOSES WITH HIM, DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT THE RESURRECTION IS AN ILLUSION. IT IS NO ILLUSION. IT IS TRUTH. IT IS MORE PROPER TO SAY THAT THE WORLD IS ILLUSION, RATHER THAN THE RESURRECTION THAT IS BECAUSE OF OUR LORD THE SAVIOR, JESUS THE CHRIST. 
THE TRUTH OF RESURRECTION
WHAT AM I TELLING YOU NOW? THE LIVING WILL DIE. HOW DO THEY LIVE IN ILLUSION? THE RICH BECOME POOR AND KINGS ARE OVERTHROWN. ALL CHANGES. THE WORLD IS AN ILLUSION. WHY DO I SEEM TO SHOUT? THE RESURRECTION HAS NOTHING OF THIS CHARACTER. IT IS TRUTH STANDING FIRM. IT IS REVELATION OF WHAT IS, AND THE TRANSFORMATION OF THINGS, AND A TRANSITION INTO FRESHNESS. [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY FLOODS OVER [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION. LIGHT RIVERS DOWN UPON THE DARKNESS, SWALLOWING OBSCURITY. THE PLEROMA FILLS THE HOLLOW. THESE ARE THE [SEXLESS] SYMBOLS AND [SEXLESS] IMAGES OF RESURRECTION. THEY ESTABLISH ITS GOODNESS. 
RESURRECTION IS HERE
O RHEGINOS, DO NOT LOSE YOURSELF IN DETAILS, NOR LIVE OBEYING THE FLESH FOR THE SAKE OF HARMONY. FLEE FROM BEING SCATTERED AND BEING IN BONDAGE, AND THEN YOU ALREADY HAVE RESURRECTION. IF YOU KNOW WHAT IN YOURSELF WILL DIE, THOUGH YOU HAVE LIVED MANY YEARS, WHY NOT LOOK AT YOURSELF AND SEE YOURSELF RISEN NOW? YOU HAVE THE RESURRECTION, YET YOU GO ON AS IF YOU ARE TO DIE WHEN IT IS ONLY THE PART DESTINED TO DIE THAT IS MORIBUND. WHY DO I PUT UP, WITH YOUR POOR TRAINING? EVERYONE FINDS A WAY, AND THERE ARE MANY WAYS, TO BE RELEASED FROM THIS ELEMENT AND NOT TO ROAM AIMLESSLY IN [SEXUALLY CORRUPT] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], ALL WITH THE END OF RECOVERING WHAT ONE WAS AT THE BEGINNING. 
GOOD-BYE
THESE WORDS I HAVE RECEIVED FROM THE GENEROSITY OF MY LORD, JESUS THE CHRIST. I HAVE TAUGHT YOU AND YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS, WHO ARE MY CHILDREN, ABOUT THEM, AND HAVE OMITTED NOTHING THAT MAY STRENGTHEN YOU. IF THERE IS ANYTHING AMONG THESE WRITTEN WORDS THAT IS OBSCURE, ASK AND I WILL EXPLAIN. DO NOT BE WORRIED ABOUT CONSULTING ANYONE IN YOUR CIRCLE WHO CAN HELP. MANY AWAIT WHAT I HAVE WRITTEN TO YOU. I SAY PEACE AND GRACE BE AMONG THEM. I GREET YOU AND WHOEVER [SEXLESS] LOVES YOU WITH THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF FAMILY.
THE GNOSTIC PRAYER OF THE MESSENGER PAUL
GRANT ME YOUR MERCY. MY REDEEMER, REDEEM ME, FOR I AM YOURS. I CAME FROM YOU. YOU ARE MY MIND: GIVE ME BIRTH. YOU ARE MY TREASURE: OPEN FOR ME. YOU ARE MY FULLNESS: ACCEPT ME. YOU ARE MY REST: GIVE ME UNLIMITED PERFECTION. I PRAY TO YOU, YOU WHO EXIST AND PREEXISTED, IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] EXALTED ABOVE EVERY NAME, THROUGH JESUS THE ANOINTED, LORD OF LORDS, KING OF THE ETERNAL REALMS. GIVE ME YOUR GIFTS, WITH NO REGRET, THROUGH THE HUMAN CHILD, THE SPIRIT, THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH. GIVE ME AUTHORITY, I BEG OF YOU, GIVE HEALING FOR MY BODY, AS I BEG YOU, THROUGH THE PREACHER OF THE GOSPEL, AND REDEEM MY ENLIGHTENED SOUL FOREVER, AND MY SPIRIT, AND DISCLOSE TO MY MIND THE FIRSTBORN OF THE FULLNESS OF GRACE. GRANT WHAT EYES OF ANGELS HAVE NOT SEEN, WHAT EARS OF RULERS HAVE NOT HEARD, AND WHAT HAS NOT ARISEN IN THE HEARTS OF PEOPLE, WHO BECAME ANGELIC, AND AFTER THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE ANIMATE GOD WHEN IT WAS FORMED IN THE BEGINNING. I HAVE THE FAITH OF HOPE. AND BESTOW UPON ME YOUR BELOVED, CHOSEN, BLESSED MAJESTY, YOU WHO ARE THE FIRSTBORN, THE FIRST-CONCEIVED, AND THE WONDERFUL MYSTERY OF YOUR HOUSE. FOR YOURS IS THE POWER AND THE GLORY AND THE PRAISE AND THE GREATNESS, FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN. 
THE GNOSTIC VALENTINIAN LITURGICAL READINGS
ON ANOINTING
IT IS FITTING FOR YOU AT THIS TIME TO SEND YOUR SON JESUS THE ANOINTED AND ANOINT US, SO, WE CAN TRAMPLE ON SNAKES AND THE HEADS OF SCORPIONS AND ALL THE POWER OF THE DEVIL, SINCE HE IS THE SHEPHERD OF THE SEED. THROUGH HIM WE HAVE KNOWN YOU. AND WE GLORIFY YOU: GLORY BE TO YOU, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE SON [JESUS IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE], THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE SON [ENOCH IN THE NEW UNIVERSE], THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE HOLY CHURCH, AND IN THE HOLY ANGELS. FROM NOW ON HE ABIDES FOREVER IN THE PERPETUITY OF THE ETERNAL REALMS, FOREVER, UNTIL THE UNTRACEABLE ETERNAL REALMS OF THE ETERNAL REALMS. AMEN. 
ON BAPTISM (A)
THIS IS THE FULLNESS OF THE SUMMARY OF KNOWLEDGE, THE SUMMARY REVEALED TO US BY OUR LORD JESUS THE ANOINTED, THE ONLY SON. THESE ARE THE SURE AND NECESSARY THINGS, SO THAT WE MAY WALK IN THEM. THEY ARE OF THE FIRST BAPTISM…THE FIRST BAPTISM IS THE FORGIVENESS OF [NON-SEXUAL] SINS…YOU…YOUR [NON-SEXUAL] SINS A PATTERN…OF THE ANOINTED, WHICH IS THE EQUAL...WITHIN HIM JESUS, THE FIRST BAPTISM IS THE FORGIVENESS OF [NON-SEXUAL] SINS. IT DELIVERS US FROM THEM INTO THOSE OF THE RIGHT, INTO THE [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY THAT IS THE JORDAN. BUT THAT PLACE IS OF THE WORLD. SO, WE HAVE BEEN SENT OUT OF THE WORLD INTO THE ETERNAL REALM. FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF JOHN IS THE ETERNAL REALM, WHILE THE INTERPRETATION OF THE JORDAN IS THE DESCENT THAT IS THE UPWARD PROGRESSION, OUR EXODUS FROM THE WORLD INTO THE ETERNAL REALM. 
ON BAPTISM (B)
FROM THE WORLD INTO THE JORDAN, AND FROM THE WORLD'S BLINDNESS INTO THE SIGHT OF GOD, FROM THE [SEXUALLY] CARNAL INTO THE SPIRITUAL, FROM THE PHYSICAL INTO THE ANGELIC, FROM THE CREATED INTO THE FULLNESS, FROM THE WORLD INTO THE ETERNAL REALM, FROM ENSLAVEMENTS INTO SONSHIP, FROM ENTANGLEMENTS INTO ONE ANOTHER, FROM THE DESERT INTO OUR ESTATE, FROM THE COLD INTO THE HOT THUS, WE WERE BROUGHT FROM SEMINAL BODIES INTO BODIES WITH A PERFECT FORM. INDEED, I ENTERED BY WAY OF EXAMPLE THE REMNANT FOR WHICH THE ANOINTED RESCUED US IN THE FELLOWSHIP OF HIS SPIRIT. AND HE PRODUCED US WHO ARE IN HIM, AND FROM NOW ON THE SOULS WILL BE PERFECT SPIRITS. NOW WHAT IS GRANTED TO US BY THE FIRST BAPTISM IS INVISIBLE…AND IS HIS…SINCE…HE SPEAKS ABOUT THEM. 
ON THE EUCHARIST (A)
WE THANK YOU AND CELEBRATE THE EUCHARIST, FATHER [STEPHEN], REMEMBERING YOUR SON JESUS THE ANOINTED COME…INVISIBLE…YOUR SON…HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE TO KNOWLEDGE...THEY DO YOUR WILL THROUGH THE NAME OF JESUS [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE ANOINTED, AND WILL DO YOUR WILL NOW AND ALWAYS. THEY ARE COMPLETE IN EVERY SPIRITUAL GIFT AND EVERY PURITY. GLORY BE TO YOU THROUGH YOUR SON AND YOUR CHILD JESUS THE ANOINTED, NOW AND ALWAYS. AMEN. 
ON THE EUCHARIST (B)
THE WORD...THE HOLY ONE IS...FOOD AND DRINK SON, SINCE YOU...FOOD...TO US...IN THE LIFE HE DOES NOT BOAST...THAT IS...THE CHURCH YOU ARE PURE...YOU ARE THE LORD. WHENEVER YOU DIE PURELY, YOU WILL BE PURE SO AS TO HAVE HIM...EVERYONE WHO WILL GUIDE HIM TO FOOD AND DRINK. GLORY BE TO YOU FOREVER. AMEN. 
THE GNOSTIC SECRET BOOK OF JAMES
JAMES WRITES TO THOS. PEACE BE WITH YOU FROM PEACE, [SEXLESS] LOVE FROM [SEXLESS] LOVE, GRACE FROM GRACE, FAITH FROM FAITH, LIFE FROM HOLY LIFE.
JAMES'S [TOP] SECRET BOOKS
YOU HAVE ASKED ME TO SEND YOU A [TOP] SECRET BOOK REVEALED TO PETER AND ME BY THE MASTER, AND I COULD NOT TURN YOU DOWN, NOR COULD I SPEAK TO YOU, SO I HAVE WRITTEN IT IN HEBREW AND HAVE SENT IT TO YOU, AND TO YOU ALONE. BUT SINCE YOU ARE A MINISTER OF THE SALVATION OF THE SAINTS, TRY TO BE CAREFUL NOT TO REVEAL TO MANY PEOPLE THIS BOOK THAT THE SAVIOR DID NOT WANT TO REVEAL EVEN TO ALL OF US, HIS TWELVE STUDENTS. NONETHELESS, THOSE WHO WILL BE SAVED THROUGH THE FAITH OF THIS TREATISE WILL BE BLESSED. TEN MONTHS AGO, I SENT YOU ANOTHER [TOP] SECRET BOOK THAT THE SAVIOR REVEALED TO ME. THINK OF THAT BOOK AS REVEALED TO ME, JAMES. BUT THIS ONE…
JESUS ADDRESSES PETER AND JAMES
NOW, THE TWELVE STUDENTS WERE ALL SITTING TOGETHER, RECALLING WHAT THE SAVIOR HAD SAID TO EACH OF THEM, WHETHER IN A HIDDEN OR AN OPEN MANNER, AND ORGANIZING IT IN BOOKS. I WAS WRITING WHAT IS IN MY BOOK. LOOK, THE SAVIOR APPEARED, AFTER HE HAD LEFT US, WHILE WE WERE WATCHING FOR HIM. FIVE HUNDRED FIFTY DAYS AFTER HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD, WE SAID TO HIM, "DID YOU DEPART AND LEAVE US?" JESUS SAID, "NO, BUT I SHALL RETURN TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH I CAME. IF YOU WANT TO COME WITH ME, COME." THEY ALL ANSWERED AND SAID, "IF YOU ORDER US, WE SHALL COME." HE SAID, "I TELL YOU THE TRUTH, NO ONE WILL EVER ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN BECAUSE I ORDERED IT, BUT RATHER BECAUSE YOU YOURSELVES ARE FILLED. LEAVE JAMES AND PETER TO ME THAT I MAY FILL THEM." WHEN HE CALLED THE TWO OF THEM, HE TOOK THEM ASIDE AND COMMANDED THE REST TO KEEP DOING WHAT THEY WERE DOING. THE SAVIOR SAID, "YOU HAVE BEEN TREATED KINDLY…HAVE NOT UNDERSTOOD. DO YOU NOT WANT TO BE FILLED? YOUR HEARTS ARE DRUNK. DO YOU NOT WANT TO BE SOBER? YOU OUGHT TO BE ASHAMED. "FROM NOW ON, AWAKE OR ASLEEP, REMEMBER THAT YOU HAVE SEEN THE HUMAN SON AND HAVE SPOKEN WITH HIM AND HAVE LISTENED TO HIM. "SHAME ON THOSE WHO HAVE SEEN THE HUMAN SON. "BLESSINGS WILL BE ON YOU WHO HAVE NOT SEEN HIM, OR ASSOCIATED WITH HIM, OR SPOKEN WITH HIM, OR LISTENED TO ANYTHING FROM HIM. YOURS IS LIFE. "UNDERSTAND THAT HE HEALED YOU WHEN YOU WERE SICK, THAT YOU MIGHT REIGN. "SHAME ON THOSE WHO HAVE FOUND RELIEF FROM THEIR SICKNESS, FOR THEY WILL RELAPSE INTO SICKNESS. "BLESSINGS ON YOU WHO HAVE NOT BEEN SICK, AND HAVE KNOWN RELIEF BEFORE GETTING SICK. THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS YOURS. "SO, I TELL YOU: BE FILLED AND LEAVE NO SPACE IN YOU EMPTY, OR HE WHO IS COMING WILL MOCK YOU." 
BEING FILLED AND LACKING
THEN PETER ANSWERED, "LOOK, THREE TIMES YOU HAVE TOLD US, 'BE FILLED,' BUT WE ARE FILLED." THE SAVIOR ANSWERED AND SAID, "FOR THIS REASON I HAVE TOLD YOU, 'BE FILLED,' THAT YOU MAY NOT LACK. THOSE WHO LACK WILL NOT BE SAVED. TO BE FILLED IS GOOD AND TO LACK IS BAD. YET SINCE IT IS ALSO GOOD FOR YOU TO LACK BUT BAD FOR YOU TO BE FILLED, WHOEVER IS FILLED ALSO LACKS. ONE WHO LACKS IS NOT FILLED IN THE WAY ANOTHER WHO LACKS IS FILLED, BUT WHOEVER IS FILLED IS BROUGHT TO AN APPROPRIATE END. SO, YOU SHOULD LACK WHEN YOU CAN FILL YOURSELVES AND BE FILLED WHEN YOU LACK, THAT YOU MAY BE ABLE TO FILL YOURSELVES MORE. BE FILLED WITH SPIRIT BUT LACK IN REASON, FOR REASON IS OF THE SOUL. IT IS SOUL."
BELIEVE IN MY CROSS
I ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM, "MASTER, WE CAN OBEY YOU IF YOU WISH, FOR WE HAVE FORSAKEN OUR FATHERS AND OUR MOTHERS AND OUR VILLAGES, AND FOLLOWED YOU. GIVE US THE MEANS NOT TO BE [SEXUALLY] TEMPTED BY THE [SEXUALLY] EVIL DEVIL." THE MASTER ANSWERED AND SAID, "WHAT GOOD IS IT TO YOU IF YOU DO THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] WILL BUT YOU ARE NOT GIVEN YOUR PART OF HIS BOUNTY WHEN YOU ARE [SEXUALLY] TEMPTED BY SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]? BUT IF YOU ARE [SEXUALLY] OPPRESSED BY SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND PERSECUTED AND DO THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] WILL, I SAY HE WILL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU, MAKE YOU MY EQUAL, AND CONSIDER YOU BELOVED THROUGH HIS FORETHOUGHT, AND BY YOUR OWN CHOICE. WON'T YOU STOP [SEXUALLY] LOVING THE FLESH AND FEARING SUFFERING? DON'T YOU KNOW THAT YOU HAVE NOT YET BEEN [SEXUALLY] ABUSED, UNJUSTLY ACCUSED, LOCKED UP IN PRISON, UNLAWFULLY CONDEMNED, CRUCIFIED WITHOUT [TRUE] REASON, OR BURIED IN THE SAND AS I MYSELF WAS BY THE [SEXUAL] EVIL ONE? DO YOU DARE TO SPARE THE FLESH, O YOU FOR WHOM THE SPIRIT IS A WALL SURROUNDING YOU? IF YOU CONSIDER HOW LONG THE WORLD HAS EXISTED BEFORE YOU AND HOW LONG IT WILL EXIST AFTER YOU, YOU WILL SEE THAT YOUR LIFE IS BUT A DAY AND YOUR SUFFERINGS AN HOUR. THE GOOD WILL NOT ENTER THE WORLD. DISDAIN DEATH, THEN, AND CARE ABOUT LIFE. REMEMBER MY CROSS AND MY DEATH, AND YOU WILL LIVE." I ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM, "MASTER, DO NOT MENTION TO US THE CROSS AND DEATH, FOR THEY ARE FAR FROM YOU." THE MASTER ANSWERED AND SAID, "I TELL YOU THE TRUTH, NONE WILL BE SAVED UNLESS THEY BELIEVE IN MY CROSS, FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD BELONGS TO THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN MY CROSS. BE SEEKERS OF DEATH, THEN, LIKE THE DEAD WHO SEEK LIFE, FOR WHAT THEY SEEK BECOMES APPARENT TO THEM. AND WHAT IS THERE TO CAUSE THEM CONCERN? AS FOR YOU, WHEN YOU SEARCH OUT DEATH, IT WILL TEACH YOU ABOUT BEING CHOSEN. I TELL YOU THE TRUTH: NO ONE AFRAID OF DEATH WILL BE SAVED, FOR THE KINGDOM OF DEATH BELONGS TO THOSE WHO ARE PUT TO DEATH. BECOME BETTER THAN I. BE LIKE THE CHILD OF THE HOLY SPIRIT."
BE EAGER FOR THE WORD
THEN I ASKED HIM, "MASTER, CAN WE PROPHESY TO THOSE WHO ASK US TO PROPHESY TO THEM? THERE ARE MANY WHO BRING A REQUEST TO US AND LOOK TO US TO HEAR OUR PRONOUNCEMENT." THE MASTER ANSWERED AND SAID, "DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT THE HEAD OF PROPHECY WAS CUT OFF WITH JOHN?" BUT I SAID, "MASTER, IS IT NOT IMPOSSIBLE TO REMOVE THE HEAD OF PROPHECY?" THE MASTER SAID TO ME, "WHEN YOU REALIZE WHAT 'HEAD' MEANS, & THAT PROPHECY COMES FROM THE HEAD, THEN UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF ITS HEAD WAS REMOVED.' "FIRST, I SPOKE WITH YOU IN PARABLES, AND YOU DID NOT UNDERSTAND. NOW I AM SPEAKING WITH YOU OPENLY, & YOU DO NOT GRASP IT. NEVERTHELESS, YOU WERE FOR ME A PARABLE AMONG PARABLES & A DISCLOSURE AMONG THINGS REVEALED. "BE EAGER TO BE SAVED WITHOUT BEING URGED. RATHER, BE FERVENT ON YOUR OWN AND, IF POSSIBLE, OUTDO EVEN ME, FOR THIS IS HOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU. "COME TO HATE HYPOCRISY AND EVIL INTENTION. INTENTION PRODUCES HYPOCRISY, AND HYPOCRISY IS FAR FROM TRUTH. "DO NOT LET THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN WITHER AWAY. IT IS LIKE A PALM SHOOT WHOSE DATES DROPPED AROUND IT. IT PRODUCED BUDS, & AFTER THEY GREW, ITS PRODUCTIVITY DRIED UP. THIS IS ALSO WHAT HAPPENED WITH FRUIT THAT CAME FROM THIS SINGLE ROOT. AFTER IT WAS HARVESTED, FRUIT WAS OBTAINED BY MANY. IT CERTAINLY WAS GOOD. IS IT NOT POSSIBLE TO PRODUCE THE NEW GROWTH NOW, & FOR YOU TO FIND IT? "SINCE I WAS GLORIFIED LIKE THIS ONCE BEFORE, WHY DO YOU HOLD ME BACK WHEN I AM EAGER TO GO? AFTER MY LABOR YOU HAVE MADE ME STAY WITH YOU ANOTHER EIGHTEEN DAYS BECAUSE OF THE PARABLES. FOR SOME PEOPLE IT WAS ENOUGH TO LISTEN TO THE TEACHING & UNDERSTAND 'THE SHEPHERDS,' 'THE SEED,' 'THE BUILDING,' 'THE LAMPS OF THE YOUNG WOMEN,' 'THE WAGE OF THE WORKERS,' AND 'THE SILVER COINS AND THE WOMAN.' "BE EAGER FOR THE WORD. THE FIRST ASPECT OF THE WORD IS FAITH, THE SECOND IS [SEXLESS] LOVE, THE THIRD IS WORKS, & FROM THESE COMES LIFE. "THE WORD IS LIKE A GRAIN OF WHEAT. WHEN SOMEONE SOWED IT, HE HAD FAITH IN IT, & WHEN IT SPROUTED, HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED IT, BECAUSE HE SAW MANY GRAINS INSTEAD OF JUST ONE. AND AFTER HE WORKED, HE WAS SAVED BECAUSE HE PREPARED IT AS FOOD AND HE STILL KEPT SOME OUT TO SOW. "THIS IS ALSO HOW YOU CAN ACQUIRE THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN FOR YOURSELVES. UNLESS YOU ACQUIRE IT THROUGH KNOWLEDGE, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO FIND IT." 
UNDERSTAND THE LIGHT
"SO, I SAY TO YOU, BE SOBER. DO NOT GO ASTRAY. AND OFTEN HAVE I SAID TO YOU ALL TOGETHER, AND ALSO TO YOU ALONE, JAMES, BE SAVED. I HAVE COMMANDED YOU TO FOLLOW ME, AND I HAVE TAUGHT YOU HOW TO SPEAK BEFORE THE RULERS. "SEE THAT I HAVE COME DOWN AND HAVE SPOKEN AND HAVE EXERTED MYSELF AND HAVE WON MY CROWN WHEN I SAVED YOU. I CAME DOWN TO LIVE WITH YOU, SO YOU MIGHT ALSO LIVE WITH ME. AND WHEN I FOUND THAT YOUR HOUSES HAD NO ROOFS, I LIVED IN HOUSES THAT COULD RECEIVE ME WHEN I CAME DOWN. "TRUST ME, MY BROTHERS. UNDERSTAND WHAT THE GREAT LIGHT IS. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] DOES NOT NEED ME. A FATHER [STEPHEN] DOES NOT NEED A SON [ENOCH OR JESUS], BUT IT IS THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] WHO NEEDS THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. TO HIM I AM GOING, FOR THE FATHER OF THE SON IS NOT IN NEED OF YOU. "LISTEN TO THE WORD, UNDERSTAND KNOWLEDGE, [SEXLESSLY] LOVE LIFE, AND NO ONE WILL PERSECUTE YOU AND NO ONE WILL [SEXUALLY] OPPRESS YOU OTHER THAN YOU YOURSELVES." 
SHAME ON YOU, BLESSINGS ON YOU
"YOU WRETCHES! YOU LOSERS! YOU PRETENDERS TO TRUTH! YOU, FALSIFIERS OF KNOWLEDGE! YOU [SEXUAL] SINNERS AGAINST THE SPIRIT! DO YOU STILL DARE TO LISTEN WHEN FROM THE BEGINNING YOU SHOULD HAVE BEEN SPEAKING? DO YOU STILL DARE TO SLEEP WHEN FROM THE BEGINNING YOU SHOULD HAVE BEEN AWAKE SO THAT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN MIGHT RECEIVE YOU? I TELL YOU THE TRUTH, IT IS EASIER FOR A HOLY PERSON TO SINK INTO DEFILEMENT, AND FOR AN ENLIGHTENED PERSON TO SINK INTO DARKNESS, THAN FOR YOU TO REIGN—OR NOT TO REIGN. "I REMEMBER YOUR TEARS, YOUR MOURNING, AND YOUR GRIEF. THEY ARE FAR FROM US. YOU WHO ARE OUTSIDE THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] INHERITANCE, WEEP WHEN YOU SHOULD, MOURN, AND PREACH WHAT IS GOOD. AS IS PROPER, THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] IS ASCENDING. "I TELL YOU THE TRUTH, IF I HAD BEEN SENT TO THOSE WHO WOULD LISTEN TO ME AND HAD SPOKEN WITH THEM, I WOULD NEVER HAVE COME DOWN TO EARTH. NOW BE ASHAMED. "LOOK, I SHALL BE LEAVING YOU AND GO AWAY. I DO NOT WANT TO STAY WITH YOU ANY LONGER JUST AS YOU YOURSELVES HAVE NOT WANTED THIS. FOLLOW ME QUICKLY. I TELL YOU, FOR YOU I CAME DOWN. YOU ARE LOVED ONES. YOU WILL BRING LIFE TO MANY PEOPLE. INVOKE THE FATHER, PRAY TO GOD FREQUENTLY, AND HE WILL BE GENEROUS WITH YOU. "BLESSINGS ON ONE WHO HAS SEEN YOU WITH HIM WHEN HE IS PROCLAIMED AMONG THE ANGELS AND GLORIFIED AMONG THE SAINTS. YOURS IS LIFE. REJOICE AND BE GLAD AS CHILDREN OF GOD. OBSERVE HIS WILL THAT YOU MAY BE SAVED. ACCEPT CORRECTION FROM ME AND SAVE YOURSELVES. I AM MEDIATING FOR YOU WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND HE WILL FORGIVE YOU[R] MANY THINGS." 
FEW FIND THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
WHEN WE HEARD THIS, WE WERE DELIGHTED. WE HAD BECOME GLOOMY BECAUSE OF WHAT WE SAID EARLIER. BUT WHEN HE SAW US HAPPY, HE SAID, "SHAME ON YOU WHO ARE IN NEED OF AN ADVOCATE. "SHAME ON YOU WHO STAND IN NEED OF GRACE. "BLESSINGS WILL BE ON THOSE WHO HAVE SPOKEN OUT AND ACQUIRED GRACE FOR THEMSELVES. "COMPARE YOURSELVES TO FOREIGNERS. HOW ARE THEY VIEWED IN YOUR CITY? WHY ARE YOU ANXIOUS TO BANISH YOURSELVES ON YOUR OWN AND DISTANCE YOURSELVES FROM YOUR CITY? WHY ABANDON YOUR DWELLING ON YOUR OWN AND MAKE IT AVAILABLE FOR THOSE WHO WANT TO LIVE IN IT? O YOU, EXILES AND RUNAWAYS, SHAME ON YOU. YOU WILL BE CAPTURED. "OR MAYBE YOU THINK THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS A [SEXLESS] LOVER OF PEOPLE, OR THAT HE IS WONOVER BY PRAYERS, OR THAT HE IS GRACIOUS TO ONE BECAUSE OF ANOTHER, OR THAT HE TOLERATES WHOEVER IS SEEKING? "HE KNOWS ABOUT [SEXLESS] DESIRE AND WHAT THE FLESH NEEDS. DOES IT NOT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE THE SOUL? THE BODY DOES NOT [SEXUALLY] SIN APART FROM THE SOUL JUST AS THE SOUL IS NOT SAVED APART FROM THE SPIRIT. BUT IF THE SOUL IS SAVED FROM [SEXUAL] EVIL AND THE SPIRIT TOO IS SAVED, THE BODY BECOMES [SEXLESSLY] SINLESS [1ST JOHN 3:9]. THE SPIRIT ANIMATES THE SOUL BUT THE BODY KILLS IT. THE SOUL KILLS ITSELF. "I TELL YOU THE TRUTH, HE WILL NEVER FORGIVE THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF THE SOUL OR THE [SEXUAL] GUILT OF THE FLESH, FOR NONE OF THOSE WHO HAVE WORN THE FLESH WILL BE SAVED. DO YOU THINK THAT MANY HAVE FOUND THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN? "BLESSINGS ON ONE WHO HAS SEEN ONESELF AS A FOURTH ONE IN HEAVEN." 
KNOW YOURSELVES
WHEN WE HEARD THIS, WE BECAME SAD. BUT WHEN HE SAW THAT WE WERE SAD, HE SAID, "I SAY THIS TO YOU THAT YOU MAY KNOW YOURSELVES. "THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE A HEAD OF GRAIN THAT SPROUTED IN A FIELD. AND WHEN IT WAS RIPE, IT SCATTERED ITS SEED, AND AGAIN IT FILLED THE FIELD WITH HEADS OF GRAIN FOR ANOTHER YEAR. SO, WITH YOU, BE EAGER TO HARVEST FOR YOURSELVES A HEAD OF THE GRAIN OF LIFE THAT YOU MAY BE FILLED WITH THE KINGDOM. "AND AS LONG AS I AM WITH YOU, PAY ATTENTION TO ME AND TRUST IN ME, BUT WHEN I AM FAR FROM YOU, REMEMBER ME. AND REMEMBER ME BECAUSE I WAS WITH YOU AND YOU DID NOT KNOW ME. "BLESSINGS WILL BE ON THOSE WHO HAVE KNOWN ME. "SHAME ON THOSE WHO HAVE HEARD AND HAVE NOT BELIEVED. "BLESSINGS WILL BE ON THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN BUT YET HAVE BELIEVED. "AND ONCE AGAIN I APPEAL TO YOU. I AM DISCLOSED TO YOU AS I AM BUILDING A HOUSE USEFUL TO YOU WHEN YOU FIND SHELTER IN IT, AND IT WILL SUPPORT YOUR NEIGHBORS' HOUSE WHEN THEIRS THREATENS TO COLLAPSE. "I TELL YOU THE TRUTH, SHAME ON THOSE FOR WHOM I WAS SENT DOWN HERE. "BLESSINGS WILL BE ON THOSE WHO ARE GOING UP TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. "AGAIN, I WARN YOU, YOU WHO ARE. BE LIKE THOSE WHO ARE NOT, THAT YOU MAY BE WITH THOSE WHO ARE NOT. "DO NOT LET THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN BECOME A DESERT WITHIN YOU. DO NOT BE [SEXUALLY] PROUD BECAUSE OF THE LIGHT THAT ENLIGHTENS. RATHER, ACT TOWARD YOURSELVES AS I MYSELF HAVE TOWARD YOU. I HAVE PUT MYSELF UNDER A [SEXUAL] CURSE FOR YOU TO SAVE YOU." 
THE LAST WORD
PETER RESPONDED TO THESE COMMENTS AND SAID, "SOMETIMES YOU URGE US ON TOWARD THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, BUT AT OTHER TIMES YOU TURN US AWAY, MASTER. SOMETIMES YOU ENCOURAGE US, DRAW US TOWARD FAITH, AND PROMISE US LIFE, BUT AT OTHER TIMES YOU DRIVE US AWAY FROM THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." THE MASTER ANSWERED AND SAID TO US, "I HAVE OFFERED YOU FAITH MANY TIMES—AND HAVE REVEALED MYSELF TO YOU, JAMES—AND YOU HAVE NOT KNOWN ME. NOW I SEE YOU OFTEN REJOICING. AND ALTHOUGH YOU ARE DELIGHTED ABOUT THE PROMISE OF LIFE, YOU ARE SAD AND GLOOMY WHEN YOU ARE TAUGHT ABOUT THE KINGDOM. "NEVERTHELESS, YOU, THROUGH FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE, HAVE RECEIVED LIFE. SO, DISREGARD REJECTION WHEN YOU HEAR IT, BUT WHEN YOU HEAR ABOUT THE PROMISE, BE JOYFUL ALL THE MORE. "I TELL YOU THE TRUTH, WHOEVER WILL RECEIVE LIFE AND BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM WILL NEVER LEAVE IT, NOT EVEN IF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WANTS TO BANISH HIM. "THIS IS ALL I SHALL TELL YOU AT THIS TIME. NOW I SHALL ASCEND TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH I HAVE COME. WHEN I WAS EAGER TO GO, YOU HAVE DRIVEN ME OFF, AND INSTEAD OF ACCOMPANYING ME, YOU HAVE CHASED ME AWAY. "BE ATTENTIVE TO THE GLORY THAT AWAITS ME, AND WHEN YOU HAVE OPENED YOUR HEARTS, LISTEN TO THE HYMNS THAT AWAIT ME UP IN HEAVEN. TODAY I MUST TAKE MY PLACE AT THE RIGHT HAND OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. "I HAVE SPOKEN MY LAST WORD TO YOU; I SHALL DEPART FROM YOU, FOR A CHARIOT OF SPIRIT HAS CARRIED ME UP, AND FROM NOW ON I SHALL STRIP THAT I MAY BE CLOTHED. "PAY ATTENTION: BLESSINGS ON THOSE WHO HAVE PROCLAIMED THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] BEFORE HE CAME DOWN, SO THAT, WHEN I DID COME, I MIGHT ASCEND. "BLESSINGS THREE TIMES OVER ON THOSE WHO WERE PROCLAIMED BY THE SON BEFORE THEY CAME INTO BEING, SO THAT YOU MIGHT SHARE WITH THEM." 
THE MESSENGERS DISPERSE
WHEN HE SAID THIS, HE LEFT. WE KNELT DOWN, PETER AND I, AND GAVE THANKS AND SENT OUR HEARTS UP TO HEAVEN. WE HEARD WITH OUR EARS AND SAW WITH OUR EYES THE NOISE OF WARS, A TRUMPET BLAST, AND GREAT TURMOIL. WHEN WE PASSED BEYOND THAT PLACE, WE SENT OUR MINDS UP FURTHER. WE SAW WITH OUR EYES AND HEARD WITH OUR EARS, HYMNS, ANGELIC PRAISES AND ANGELIC REJOICING. HEAVENLY MAJESTIES WERE SINGING HYMNS, AND WE REJOICED TOO. AGAIN, AFTER THIS WE WISHED TO SEND OUR SPIRITS UP TO THE MAJESTY. WHEN WE ASCENDED, WE WERE NOT ALLOWED TO SEE OR HEAR ANYTHING. THE OTHER STUDENTS CALLED TO US AND ASKED US, "WHAT DID YOU HEAR FROM THE TEACHER? WHAT DID HE TELL YOU? WHERE DID HE GO?" WE ANSWERED THEM, "HE ASCENDED. HE GAVE US HIS RIGHT HAND, AND PROMISED ALL OF US LIFE. HE SHOWED US CHILDREN COMING AFTER US, HAVING COMMANDED US TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEM, SINCE WE ARE TO BE SAVED FOR THEIR SAKES." WHEN THEY HEARD THIS, THEY BELIEVED THE REVELATION, BUT THEY WERE ANGRY ABOUT THOSE WHO WOULD BE BORN. NOT WISHING TO GIVE THEM REASON TO TAKE OFFENSE, I SENT EACH OF THEM TO A DIFFERENT LOCATION. I MYSELF WENT UP TO JERUSALEM, PRAYING THAT I MIGHT ACQUIRE A SHARE WITH THE LOVED ONES WHO ARE TO COME. I PRAY THAT THE BEGINNING MAY COME FROM YOU. THIS IS HOW I CAN BE SAVED. THEY WILL BE ENLIGHTENED THROUGH ME, BY MY FAITH, AND THROUGH ANOTHER'S THAT IS BETTER THAN MINE. I WISH MINE TO BE THE LESSER. DO YOUR BEST TO BE LIKE THEM, AND PRAY THAT YOU MAY ACQUIRE A SHARE WITH THEM. BEYOND WHAT I HAVE SAID, THE SAVIOR DID NOT DISCLOSE ANY REVELATION TO US ON THEIR BEHALF. WE PROCLAIM A SHARE WITH THOSE FOR WHOM THE MESSAGE WAS PROCLAIMED, THOSE WHOM THE LORD HAS MADE HIS CHILDREN. 
THE GNOSTIC BOOK OF THE ROUND DANCE OF THE CROSS
JESUS TOLD US TO FORM A CIRCLE AND HOLD EACH OTHER'S HANDS, AND HE HIMSELF STOOD IN THE MIDDLE, AND SAID, "RESPOND TO ME WITH AMEN.'"
THE SONG
SO, HE BEGAN BY SINGING A HYMN AND DECLARING, "GLORY TO YOU, FATHER [STEPHEN]." AND WE CIRCLED AROUND HIM AND RESPONDED TO HIM, "AMEN." "GLORY TO YOU, WORD. GLORY TO YOU, GRACE." "AMEN." "GLORY TO YOU, SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]. GLORY TO YOU, HOLY ONE. GLORY TO YOUR GLORY." "AMEN." "WE PRAISE YOU, FATHER [STEPHEN]. WE GIVE THANKS TO YOU, LIGHT, IN WHOM NO DARKNESS IS." "AMEN." "WHY WE GIVE THANKS, I DECLARE: I WILL BE SAVED AND I WILL SAVE." "AMEN." "I WILL BE RELEASED AND I WILL RELEASE." "AMEN." "I WILL BE WOUNDED AND I WILL WOUND." "AMEN." "I WILL BE BORN AND I WILL BEAR." "AMEN." "I WILL EAT AND I WILL BE EATEN [JOHN 6:22-59]." "AMEN." "I WILL HEAR AND I WILL BE HEARD." "AMEN." "I WILL BE KEPT IN MIND, BEING ALL MIND." "AMEN." "I WILL BE WASHED AND I WILL WASH." "AMEN." 
GRACE DANCES
"I WILL PLAY THE FLUTE. DANCE, EVERYONE." "AMEN." "I WILL MOURN. LAMENT, EVERYONE." "AMEN." "A REALM OF EIGHT SINGS WITH US." "AMEN." "THE TWELFTH NUMBER DANCES ON HIGH." "AMEN." "THE WHOLE UNIVERSE TAKES PART IN DANCING." "AMEN." "WHOEVER DOES NOT DANCE DOES NOT KNOW WHAT HAPPENS." "AMEN." "I WILL FLEE AND I WILL STAY." "AMEN." "I WILL ADORN AND I WILL BE ADORNED." "AMEN." "I WILL BE UNITED AND I WILL UNITE." "AMEN." "I HAVE NO HOUSE AND I HAVE HOUSES." "AMEN." "I HAVE NO PLACE AND I HAVE PLACES." "AMEN." "I HAVE NO TEMPLE AND I HAVE TEMPLES." "AMEN." "I AM A LAMP TO YOU WHO SEE ME." "AMEN." "I AM A MIRROR TO YOU WHO PERCEIVE ME." "AMEN." "I AM A DOOR TO YOU WHO KNOCK ON ME." "AMEN." "I AM A WAY TO YOU, YOU PASSERBY." "AMEN." 
UNDERSTANDING THE SONG
"IF YOU RESPOND TO MY DANCE, SEE YOURSELF IN ME AS I SPEAK, AND IF YOU HAVE SEEN WHAT I DO, KEEP SILENT ABOUT MY MYSTERIES. YOU WHO DANCE, UNDERSTAND WHAT I DO, FOR YOURS IS THIS HUMAN [SEXLESS] PASSION I AM TO SUFFER. YOU COULD BY NO MEANS HAVE COMPREHENDED WHAT YOU SUFFER UNLESS I HAD BEEN SENT AS THE WORD TO YOU BY THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. YOU WHO HAVE SEEN WHAT I SUFFER HAVE SEEN ME AS SUFFERING, AND WHEN YOU HAVE SEEN IT, YOU HAVE NOT STOOD FIRM BUT WERE COMPLETELY MOVED. YOU WERE MOVED TO BECOME WISE, AND YOU HAVE ME FOR SUPPORT. REST IN ME. WHO I AM YOU WILL KNOW WHEN I DEPART. WHAT NOW I AM SEEN TO BE I AM NOT. YOU WILL SEE WHEN YOU COME. IF YOU KNEW HOW TO SUFFER, YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE NOT TO SUFFER. LEARN ABOUT SUFFERING, AND YOU WILL BE ABLE NOT TO SUFFER. WHAT YOU DO NOT KNOW I MYSELF SHALL TEACH YOU. I AM YOUR GOD, NOT THE [SEXUAL] TRAITOR'S. I WANT HOLY SOULS TO BE IN HARMONY WITH ME. KNOW THE WORD OF WISDOM. SAY AGAIN WITH ME, GLORY TO YOU, FATHER [STEPHEN]. GLORY TO YOU, WORD. GLORY TO YOU, SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]. AMEN. "IF YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT I WAS, ONCE I MOCKED EVERYTHING WITH THE WORD, AND I WAS NOT PUT TO SHAME AT ALL. I LEAPED. BUT UNDERSTAND EVERYTHING, AND WHEN YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD, DECLARE, GLORY TO YOU, FATHER [STEPHEN]. AMEN. 
THOMAS AND OTHER SYRIAN HOLY SCRIPTURE
THE GNOSTIC BOOK OF THE SONGS OF SOLOMON
SONG 1: YOU THE LORD ARE MINGLED IN MY HAIR LIKE A CROWN, AND I SHALL NEVER BE WITHOUT YOU. THIS CROWN OF TRUTH WAS WOVEN FOR ME AND MAKES YOUR BRANCHES BLOSSOM IN ME. THE CROWN IS NOT DRY AND STERILE. YOU LIVE AND BLOSSOM ACROSS MY HEAD. YOUR FRUIT IS FULL, PERFECT, AND MINGLED WITH SALVATION. 
SONG 3: I CLOTHE HIS LIMBS AND HANG FROM THEM; I HANG FROM HIS LIMBS. HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVES ME. HOW WOULD I KNOW HOW TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE LORD IF HE DIDN'T [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ME? AND WHO CAN TELL US ABOUT [SEXLESS] LOVE? ONLY ONE WHO IS [SEXLESSLY] LOVED KNOWS. I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE BELOVED AND MY SOUL [SEXLESSLY] LOVES HIM, AND I AM WHERE HE REPOSES AND WILL BE NO STRANGER, FOR HE IS NOT PETTY. HE IS MY HIGH MERCIFUL LORD. I HAVE GONE TO MERGE IN HIM. THE [SEXLESS] LOVER HAS FOUND HIS BELOVED, AND TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] I BECOME THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS]. WHO JOINS THE ETERNAL? THE ETERNAL, AND WHO DELIGHTS IN THE LIVING ONE LIVES. SUCH IS THE LORD'S SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]. IT DOESN'T LIE. IT TEACHES US WAYS. BE WISE, UNDERSTAND, AND KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN. 
SONG 4: O MY GOD, NO ONE CAN SEIZE YOUR HOLY PLACE NOR ALTER IT, FOR NO ONE HAS SUCH POWER. YOU DESIGNED YOUR SANCTUARY BEFORE YOU DREW THE WORLD. WHAT IS OLDER WILL NOT BE UNDONE BY THE YOUNGER. YOU GAVE YOUR HEART TO YOUR BELIEVERS, O LORD, AND WILL NOT STUMBLE OR BE FRUITLESS. ONE HOUR OF YOUR FAITH IS MORE PRECIOUS THAN ALL DAYS AND YEARS. WHO CAN FEEL PAIN BY WEARING YOUR GRACE? YOUR SEAL IS KNOWN. CREATURES KNOW IT. ARCHANGELS ARE ROBED IN IT. YOU GAVE YOUR FELLOWSHIP. NOT YOU, BUT WE, WERE IN NEED. DISTILL YOUR DEWS UPON US. OPEN YOUR RICH FOUNTAINS AND LET MILK AND HONEY POUR OUT. YOU HOLD BACK NOTHING THAT YOU PROMISE AND KNOW THE ENDS AND GIVE FREELY SO YOU MIGHT WITHDRAW AND GIVE US AGAIN. YOU KNOW ALL, GOD, AND FROM THE BEGINNING FIX ORDER. AND YOU, O LORD, MAKE ALL THINGS. 
SONG 5: I THANK YOU, O LORD, BECAUSE I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU. O [MOST] HIGHEST ONE, DO NOT ABANDON ME, FOR YOU ARE MY HOPE. YOUR GRACE I HAVE RECEIVED FREELY AND LIVE ON IT. MY PERSECUTORS WILL COME, BUT LET THEM NOT SEE ME. LET A CLOUD OF DARKNESS FALL ON THEIR EYES AND THICK GLOOM DARKEN THEM. LET LIGHT BE GONE AND I BE INVISIBLE SO THEY WILL NOT COME TO SEIZE ME. LET THEIR [SEXUAL] COUNSEL BE THICK DARKNESS AND THEIR [SEXUAL] CUNNING TURN ON THEIR OWN HEADS, FOR THEIR [SEXUAL] COUNSEL IS SHAM. THE LORD IS MY HOPE; I WILL NOT FEAR. HE IS A GARLAND ON MY HEAD. I WILL NOT MOVE INTO SORROWS. SHOULD EVERYTHING TREMBLE, I WILL STAND FIRM. IF ALL VISIBLE THINGS PERISH, I WILL NOT DIE, FOR THE LORD IS WITH ME AND I AM WITH HIM. 
SONG 6: AS A HAND MOVES OVER A HARP AND STRINGS SPEAK, SO THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD [JOHN 4:23-24] SPEAKS IN MY MEMBERS AND I SPEAK THROUGH HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE, FOR HE DESTROYS WHAT IS FOREIGN AND BITTER. SO, HE WAS FROM THE BEGINNING AND SO HE WILL CONTEND TO THE END. NO ONE CAN REMAIN HIS ADVERSARY OR RESIST HIM. THE LORD MULTIPLIES HIS [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE. HE IS ZEALOUS TO INFORM US, AND HE GIVES THROUGH GRACE. THROUGH HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WE APPREHEND PRAISE, AND OUR SPIRITS PRAISE HIS HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24; 14:26; 15:26; 16:13 & ACTS 6:5, 10, 14-15; 7:55-56, 59]. A STREAM ERUPTS INTO A WIDE AND ENDLESS RIVER THAT FLOODS AND, BREAKING, CARRIES AWAY THE TEMPLE. ORDINARY MEN, AND EVEN THOSE WHOSE ART IS TO STEM ROUGH WATERS, CANNOT HOLD IT BACK, AND THE RIVER COVERS THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH. THE RIVER FILLS EVERYTHING, AND THE THIRSTY OF THE EARTH DRINK AND SATISFY THIRST. THE DRINK COMES FROM THE [MOST] HIGHEST ONE. BLESSINGS ON THE MINISTERS OF THAT DRINK, WHO GUARD HIS WATERS THAT ASSUAGE DRY LIPS AND RAISE THE FAINTED. SOULS ABOUT TO DEPART, HIS WATERS RESCUE FROM DEATH AND STRAIGHTEN CROOKED LIMBS. THEY STRENGTHEN OUR FEEBLENESS AND FEED OUR EYES WITH LIGHT. THOSE WHO KNOW THE RIVER OF THE LORD LIVE THROUGH IT FOREVER. 
SONG 7: AS ANGER MOVES OVER [SEXUAL] EVIL, SO JOY MOVES OVER THE BELOVED AND FLOODS US WITH HER FRUIT. MY JOY IS THE LORD, AND I MOVE TOWARD HIM. THE WAY IS EXCELLENT. MY HELPER IS THE LORD, WHO IN CANDOR LETS ME KNOW HIM INTIMATELY. HIS KINDNESS HAS HUMBLED HIS MAGNITUDE. HE BECAME LIKE ME SO I MIGHT RECEIVE HIM. HE THOUGHT LIKE ME SO I COULD BECOME HIM, AND I DO NOT TREMBLE WHEN I LOOK AT HIM, FOR HE IS GRACIOUS TO ME. HE ASSUMED MY [SEXLESS] NATURE SO I COULD LEARN FROM HIM. HE ASSUMED MY [SEXLESS] FORM SO I WOULD NOT TURN AWAY. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE IS LEARNING'S WORD. HE WHO CREATED WISDOM IS WISER THAN HIS WORKS. HE WHO CREATED ME KNEW HOW TO ATTEND ME WHEN I CAME INTO BEING. FROM HIS ABUNDANT GRACE HE HAS FOUND MERCY FOR ME AND LETS ME REQUEST AND RECEIVE HIS SACRIFICE. HE IS [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE, THE PERFECTION OF THE WORLDS, AND OUR FATHER [STEPHEN]. HE LETS HIMSELF BE SEEN IN HIS WORKS AND BE RECOGNIZED AS THEIR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND NONE WILL THINK HIS WORKS ARE SELF-MADE. OVER WHAT HE HAS DONE, FROM THE BEGINNING AND TO THE END, IS THE GAZE OF HIS LIGHT. HE WAS RESTING IN HIS SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] AND FOUND [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN HIS SON [ENOCH OR JESUS], AND THROUGH HIS SALVATION THE LORD POSSESSED ALL THINGS. THE [MOST] HIGHEST ONE WILL BE KNOWN IN HIS SAINTS, SUNG IN SONGS OF THE COMING OF THE LORD AND THOSE WHO SING MAY GO FORTH TO MEET HIM AND FIND HIM WITH JOY AND A HARP OF MANY TUNES. SEERS WILL GO BEFORE HIM AND BE SEEN AND PRAISE THE LORD FOR HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE. HE IS NEAR AND SEES. HATRED WILL LEAVE THE EARTH, JEALOUSIES DROWN, AND IGNORANCE BE [SEXUALLY] ERODED, FOR KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD HAS COME. LET SINGERS SING THE GRACE OF THE HIGH LORD. LET THEM SING. LET THEIR HEARTS BE LIKE DAY, THEIR HARMONIES LIKE THE LORD'S EXCELLENT [SEXLESS] BEAUTY. LET THERE BE NOTHING WITHOUT HIS LIFE, HIS KNOWLEDGE, OR HIS SPEECH. THE LORD HAS GIVEN TONGUE TO HIS CREATION. HE OPENS THE LIPS OF OUR MOUTH TO PRAISE HIM. CONFESS HIS POWERS AND RELEASE HIS GRACE. 
SONG 8: OPEN YOUR HEARTS TO THE EXULTATION OF THE LORD, AND FLOAT YOUR [SEXLESS] LOVE FROM YOUR HEART TO YOUR LIPS IN A HOLY LIFE. CARRY [SEXLESS] FRUIT TO THE LORD. TALK AND LOOK INTO HIS [SEXLESS] LIGHT. YOU WHO SANK LOW, STAND UP AND HOLD YOUR SHOULDERS ERECT. YOU WHO WERE SILENT, SPEAK. YOUR MOUTH HAS BEEN OPENED. YOU WERE DESPISED. NOW FEEL UPLIFTED. YOUR GOODNESS IS HIGH. THE LORD'S [TERRIBLE] RIGHT HAND IS WITH YOU, AND HE WILL HELP YOU, AND BEFORE WARS RAGE THROUGH THE LANDS, FOR YOU HE PREPARES PEACE. 
RESPONSE: HEAR THE WORD OF TRUTH AND DRINK THE KNOWLEDGE THAT I OFFER FROM MY STATION. YOUR FLESH CANNOT KNOW WHAT I SAY TO YOU, NOR YOUR ROBES WHAT I SHOW YOU. KEEP MY MYSTERY. IT HARBORS YOU. KEEP MY FAITH. IT HARBORS YOU. KNOW MY KNOWLEDGE, YOU WHO KNOW ME IN TRUTH. LOVE ME GENTLY, YOU WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE. I DO NOT TURN MY FACE FROM MY OWN. I KNOW THEM. BEFORE THEY WERE, I KNEW THEM AND SET MY SEAL ON THEIR FACES. I FASHIONED THEIR LIMBS AND PREPARED MY BREASTS FOR THEM, FOR THEM TO DRINK MY HOLY MILK AND LIVE ON IT. I TOOK [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN THEM AND SEE NO SHAME IN THEM. THROUGH MY HANDIWORK THEY ARE AND FEEL THE ENORMITY OF MY THOUGHT. WHO CAN STAND AGAINST MY HANDIWORK? WHO IS NOT ITS SUBJECT? I WILLED AND FASHIONED MY MIND AND HEART; THEY ARE MINE, AND WITH MY OWN HAND I CREATED THEM. MY GOODNESS GOES BEFORE THEM, AND THEY WILL NOT LACK MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. I AM WITH THEM. 
RESPONSE 2: PRAY AND GROW, SURVIVE IN THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF THE LORD. YOU ARE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED IN THE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ONE. YOU SURVIVE IN HIM WHO LIVES. YOU ARE SAVED IN HIM WHO WAS SAVED. IN ALL AGES YOU WILL BE FOUND [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE THROUGH THE NAME OF YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 
SONG 9: OPEN YOUR EARS AND I SHALL SPEAK TO YOU. GIVE ME YOUR SOUL THAT I MAY GIVE YOU MINE. HERE IS THE LORD'S WORD AND HIS [SEXLESS] DESIRES, AND HIS HOLY THOUGHT ABOUT THE MESSIAH. IN THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE LORD IS YOUR LIFE. HIS PURPOSE IS YOUR ETERNAL LIFE. YOUR PERFECTION IS [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE. BE RICH IN GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND RECEIVE THE PURPOSE OF THE [MOST] HIGH ONE. IN HIS GRACE, BE STRONG AND REDEEMED. I TELL YOU, AND THE HOLY ONES WILL KNOW PEACE, AND IF YOU HEAR YOU WILL NOT FALL INTO WAR. WHO KNOWS HIM WILL NOT PERISH. WHO RECEIVES HIM WILL NOT BE [SEXUALLY] CONFUSED. HIS ETERNAL CROWN IS TRUTH, AND THOSE WHO WEAR IT ON THEIR HEADS ARE BLESSED. IT IS MADE OF PRECIOUS STONES, AND WARS WERE FOUGHT OVER THE CROWN, WHICH GOODNESS SEIZED AND GAVE TO YOU. WEAR THE CROWN IN A [SEXLESS] COVENANT WITH THE LORD. ALL WHO HAVE CONQUERED WILL BE INSCRIBED IN HIS BOOK. THEIR BOOK IS A TRIUMPH AND IS YOURS. VICTORY SEES YOU FOREMOST AND WILLS YOU SAVED. 
SONG 10: THE LORD HAS CHANGED MY MOUTH BY HIS WORD AND OPENED MY HEART BY HIS LIGHT. HE CAUSES HIS ETERNAL LIFE TO INHABIT ME AND LETS ME SPEAK THE FRUIT OF HIS PEACE TO CONVERT SOULS WHO WOULD COME TO HIM, AND HE LEADS CAPTIVES INTO FREEDOM. 
RESPONSE: I TOOK COURAGE, ROSE STRONG, AND CAPTURED THE WORLD, YET MY CAPTIVITY LIES IN THE HIGH ONE'S GLORY AND LIES IN GOD MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. THE GENTILES WHO WERE SCATTERED ABROAD ARE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND I AM NOT [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED BY MY [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR THEM. THEY PRAISE ME IN HIGH HOLY PLACES, & SEAS OF LIGHT ENTER THEIR HEART AS THEY BECOME FOREVER MY PEOPLE.
SONG 11: MY HEART WAS CLOVEN AND THERE APPEARED A FLOWER, AND GRACE SPRANG UP AND FRUIT FROM THE LORD, FOR THE [MOST] HIGHEST ONE SPLIT ME WITH HIS HOLY SPIRIT, EXPOSED MY [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR HIM AND FILLED ME WITH HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE. HIS SPLITTING OF MY HEART WAS MY SALVATION, AND I FOLLOWED THE WAY OF HIS PEACE, THE WAY OF TRUTH. FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE END I RECEIVED HIS KNOWLEDGE AND SAT ON THE ROCK OF TRUTH WHERE HE PLACED ME. SPEAKING WATERS CAME NEAR MY LIP FROM THE VAST FOUNTAIN OF THE LORD, AND I DRANK AND WAS DRUNK WITH THE LIVING WATERS THAT NEVER DIE, AND MY DRUNKENNESS GAVE ME KNOWLEDGE. I THREW OFF VANITY AND TURNED TO MY GOD, AND HIS BOUNTY MADE ME RICH. I THREW OFF THE MADNESS OF THE EARTH; I STRIPPED THAT MADNESS FROM ME AND CAST IT AWAY, AND THE LORD RENEWED ME IN HIS RAIMENT AND HELD ME IN HIS LIGHT. FROM ABOVE HE GAVE ME UNCORRUPT [SEXLESS] EASE, AND I WAS LIKE LAND DEEP AND HAPPY IN ITS ORCHARDS, AND THE LORD WAS SUN ON THE FACE OF THE LAND. MY EYES WERE CLEAR, DEW WAS ON MY FACE, AND MY NOSTRILS ENJOYED THE AROMA OF THE LORD. HE TOOK ME TO PARADISE, WHERE I KNEW JOY AND WORSHIPED HIS GLORY. BLESSINGS ON THOSE WHO ARE PLANTED IN YOUR LAND, IN PARADISE, WHO GROW IN THE GROWTH OF YOUR TREES AND CHANGE FROM GLOOM INTO LIGHT. YOUR SERVANTS ARE [SEXLESSLY] LOVELY. THEY DO GOOD; THEY ABJURE [SEXUAL] EVIL AND TURN TO YOUR [SEXLESS] PLEASANTNESS. THEY ARE FREE OF THE BITTERNESS OF TREES ANCIENT IN THEIR LAND. YOU ARE EVERYWHERE, ALWAYS BEFORE YOUR SERVANTS. THERE IS MUCH SPACE IN PARADISE BUT NO WASTELAND. ALL IS FRUIT. GLORY, LORD, AND ETERNAL JOY IN PARADISE. 
SONG 12: HE FILLED ME WITH WORDS OF TRUTH THAT I MAY SPEAK THE SAME. LIKE FLOWS OF WATERS, TRUTH FLOWS FROM MY MOUTH, AND MY LIPS REVEAL ITS HARVEST. IT GIVES ME THE GOLD OF KNOWLEDGE, FOR THE MOUTH OF THE LORD IS THE TRUE WORD AND THE DOOR OF HIS LIGHT. THE HIGHEST ONE GAVE THE WORDS TO HIS WORLDS, WHICH INTERPRET HIS [SEXLESS] BEAUTY, RECITE HIS PRAISE, CONFESS HIS THOUGHT AS HERALDS OF HIS MIND AND INSTRUCTORS OF HIS [SEXLESS] DEEDS. THE QUICKNESS OF HIS WORDS IS UNSAYABLE, AND LIKE HIS STATEMENT IT IS SHARP. ITS COURSE KNOWS NO END AND NEVER FAILS. IT STANDS. ITS DESCENT AND WAYS ARE INCOMPREHENSIBLE. LIKE HIS WORK IS ITS END, WHICH IS THE LIGHT AND DAWN OF THOUGHT. THROUGH IT, WORLDS CONVERSE AND THE SILENT ACQUIRE SPEECH. FROM IT CAME [SEXLESS] LOVE AND CONCORD AND CANDOR, AND THE WORD PENETRATED THEM AND KNEW HIM WHO MADE IT. THEY CAME INTO CONCORD. THE MOUTH OF THE HIGHEST ONE SPOKE TO THEM, AND THAT WORD MADE HIM CLEAR. THE DWELLING PLACE OF THE WORD IS YOU, AND ITS TRUTH IS [SEXLESS] LOVE. BLESSINGS ON YOU WHO BY IT HAVE LEARNED EVERYTHING AND HAVE KNOWN THE LORD IN HIS TRUTH. 
SONG 13: LOOK, THE LORD IS OUR MIRROR. OPEN YOUR EYES AND SEE YOUR EYES IN HIM. AND LEARN THE WAY OF YOUR FACE AND PRAISE HIS SPIRIT. WIPE THE MAKEUP FROM YOUR FACE AND [SEXLESS] LOVE HIS HOLINESS. DRESS IN HIM. THEN AT ALL TIMES, DRESSED IN HIM, YOU WILL BE [SEXLESSLY] STAINLESS. 
SONG 14: AS THE EYES OF A SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] TO HIS FATHER [STEPHEN], SO MY EYES TURN TO YOU ALWAYS, O LORD. YOU ARE MY CONSOLATION AND HAPPINESS. DON'T TURN YOUR MERCY FROM ME, O LORD, NOR WITHHOLD YOUR KINDNESS, BUT STRETCH OUT YOUR RIGHT HAND AND GUIDE ME UNTIL THE END OF TIME. CARE FOR ME, SAVE ME FROM [SEXUAL] EVIL, AND LET YOUR GENTLENESS AND [SEXLESS] LOVE BE WITH ME. TEACH ME TO SING TRUTH THAT I MAY ENGENDER FRUIT IN YOU. OPEN THE HARP OF YOUR HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] SO, I MAY PRAISE YOU WITH ALL ITS NOTES. FROM YOUR SEA OF MERCY, HELP ME IN MY HOUR OF NEED. 
SONG 15: AS THE SUN IS JOY TO THOSE WHO SEEK DAYBREAK, MY JOY IS THE LORD. HE IS MY SUN, AND HIS RAYS HAVE LIFTED ME UP AND CHASED ALL DARKNESS FROM MY FACE. I HAVE ACQUIRED EYES AND HEARD HIS TRUTH. I HAVE ACQUIRED KNOWLEDGE, AND HE HAS MADE ME HAPPY. I LEFT THE WAY OF [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], WENT TO HIM, AND HE SAVED ME. ACCORDING TO HIS BOUNTY, HE GAVE ME; ACCORDING TO HIS BEAUTY, HE MADE ME. I FOUND PURITY THROUGH HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. I SHED [DISCARD] (SEXUAL) CORRUPTION THROUGH HIS GRACE. DEATH HAS DIED BEFORE MY COUNTENANCE. HELL IS ABOLISHED BY MY WORD. A DEATHLESS LIFE APPEARS IN THE LAND OF THE LORD, KNOWN TO THOSE WITH BELIEF, AND LASTS UNCEASINGLY. 
SONG 16: AS THE WORK OF THE FARMER IS THE PLOW AND THE HELMSMAN THE GUIDANCE OF THE SHIP, MY WORK IS A SONG TO THE LORD. MY ART AND OCCUPATION ARE IN SINGING HIS GOOD NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE FEEDS MY HEART. HIS SWEET FOODS REACH MY LIPS. IN MY MOUTH HIS SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] TALKS OF HIS GLORY AND BEAUTY, LABOR OF HIS HANDS, THE CRAFT OF HIS FINGERS, MERCY OF INFINITE HORIZON, THE POWER OF HIS WORD. THE LORD'S WORD FINDS THE INVISIBLE AND REVEALS HIS THOUGHT. OUR EYE SEES HIS LABOR, OUR EARS HEAR HIS MIND. HE SPREAD OUT THE EARTH AND PLACED THE WATERS IN THE SEA. HE MEASURED THE FIRMAMENT AND FIXED THE STARS. HE CREATED AND RESTED. CREATED THINGS FOLLOW A PATTERN. THEY KNOW NO REST. THRONGS OF PEOPLE FOLLOW HIS WORD. THE GOLD COIN OF LIGHT IS THE SUN. THE GOLD COIN OF DARKNESS IS THE NIGHT. HE MADE THE SUN TO CLARIFY THE DAY BUT EVENING BLURS THE FACE OF THE EARTH. THEIR ALTERNATION SPEAKS THE [SEXLESS] BEAUTY OF GOD. AND NOTHING EXISTS WITHOUT THE LORD. HE WAS BEFORE ANYTHING WAS. WITH HIS WORD, HIS THOUGHT, AND HIS HEART HE MADE OUR WORLDS [HEBREWS 1:1-2]. TO HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] GLORY AND HONOR. 
SONG 17: I WAS [SEXLESSLY] CROWNED BY GOD, BY A CROWN ALIVE. MY LORD JUSTIFIED ME. HE IS MY SURE SALVATION. HE FREED ME FROM MYSELF AND CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION]. THE CHAIN FELL FROM MY WRISTS. I TOOK ON THE FACE AND WAYS OF A NEW PERSON, WALKED IN HIM, AND WAS REDEEMED. THE THOUGHT OF TRUTH DROVE ME. I WALKED TO IT AND DIDN'T WANDER OFF. THOSE WHO SAW ME WERE AMAZED, SUPPOSING ME BE A STRANGE PERSON. HE WHO KNEW ME AND BROUGHT ME UP IS THE MOUNTAIN OF PERFECTION. HE GLORIFIED ME BY KINDNESS AND RAISED MY THOUGHT TO TRUTH, SHOWING ME HIS WAY. I OPENED CLOSED DOORS, SHATTERED BARS OF IRON. MY SHACKLES MELTED. NOTHING APPEARED CLOSED BECAUSE I OPENED THE DOOR TO EVERYTHING. I FREED SLAVES, LEFT NO ONE IN BONDS. I SPREAD MY KNOWLEDGE AND [SEXLESS] LOVE AND SOWED MY FRUITS IN HEARTS, TRANSFORMING THEM. I BLESSED THEM. THEY LIVED. I GATHERED AND SAVED THEM. THEY BECAME THE LIMBS OF MY BODY AND I THEIR MIND. GLORY TO THE MIND, YOU MY LORD AND MESSIAH. 
SONG 18: MY HEART WAS RAISED AND MAGNIFIED IN THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST ONE. I WANTED TO CELEBRATE HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. MY ARMS AND LEGS WERE MADE POWERFUL THAT THEY MIGHT NOT FALL FROM HIS POWER. HE HEALED MY BODILY SICKNESS. HIS WILL WAS FIRM AS HIS KINGDOM. O LORD, THAT I MAY HELP THE WEAK, LET ME KEEP YOUR WORD. FOR THEIR SAKE, DON'T DENY ME YOUR PERFECTION. LET THE LUMINARY NOT BE CONQUERED BY DARKNESS. LET TRUTH NOT FEAR THE HANDS OF [SEXUAL] FALSEHOOD. APPOINT ME TO VICTORY. YOUR RIGHT HAND IS SALVATION. RECEIVE AND PRESERVE US WHO GREET [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION. IN YOUR MOUTH THERE IS NO [SEXUAL] FALSEHOOD, NO DEATH, MY GOD. YOUR WILL IS PERFECTION. VANITY YOU DON'T KNOW, NOR DOES IT KNOW YOU. ERROR YOU DON'T KNOW, NOT DOES IT KNOW YOU. IGNORANCE APPEARED LIKE THE DUST AND [SEXUAL] SCUM OF THE SEA. THE VAIN THOUGHT [SEXUAL] ERROR GREAT AND PREGNANT WITH CHILD. THE WISE UNDERSTOOD AND MEDITATED [SEXLESSLY] UNPOLLUTED IN THEIR MEDITATIONS. THEY SHARED THE MIND OF THE LORD [1ST CORINTHIANS 2:6-16]. THEY LAUGHED AT THOSE IN [SEXUAL] ERROR. THEY SPOKE TRUTH BREATHED INTO THEM FROM THE [MOST] HIGHEST ONE. HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS GREAT AND [SEXLESSLY] BEAUTIFUL. 
SONG 19: A CUP OF MILK WAS OFFERED, AND I DRANK ITS SWEETNESS AS THE [SEXLESS] DELIGHT OF THE LORD. THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] IS THE CUP, AND HE WHO WAS MILKED IS THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. HIS MILK SHOULD NOT DRIP OUT WASTEFULLY. THE HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24] OPENED THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] RAIMENT AND MINGLED THE MILK FROM THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] TWO BREASTS AND GAVE THAT MINGLING TO THE WORLD, WHICH WAS UNKNOWING. THOSE WHO DRINK ARE NEAR HIS RIGHT HAND. THE SPIRIT OPENED THE VIRGIN'S [SEXLESS] WOMB, AND SHE RECEIVED THE MILK. THE VIRGIN BECAME A MOTHER OF ENORMOUS MERCY. SHE LABORED BUT NOT IN PAIN AND BORE A SON [ENOCH OR JESUS]. NO MIDWIFE CAME. SHE BORE HIM AS IF SHE WERE A MAN, OPENLY, WITH DIGNITY, WITH KINDNESS. SHE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM AND SWADDLED HIM AND DISCLOSED HIS MAJESTY. 
SONG 20: I AM A PRIEST OF THE LORD AND SERVE HIM AS PRIEST. I OFFER HIM THE OFFERING OF HIS THOUGHT. HIS THOUGHT IS NOT LIKE THE WORLD, NOT OF THE FLESH OR OF THOSE WHO SERVE IN THE FLESH. THE LORD OFFERS HIS GOODNESS, HIS [SEXLESSLY] STAINLESS HEART AND LIPS, HIS INNER WORLD THAT IS [SEXLESSLY] FAULTLESS. LET HEARTS NOT OPPRESS HEARTS, NOR SOULS HARM SOULS. DON'T BRIBE A STRANGER, BECAUSE THAT STRANGER IS YOU. DON'T TRICK YOUR NEIGHBOR. DON'T TAKE THE CLOTHING FROM HIM THAT HIDES HIS NAKEDNESS, BUT DRESS IN THE GRACE OF THE LORD GENEROUSLY AND WALK IN PARADISE AND FROM HIS TREE MAKE A GARLAND FOR YOUR HEAD. LOOP IT AROUND YOUR HAIR. BE HAPPY AND REST IN HIS REST. HIS GLORY WILL GO BEFORE YOU. YOU WILL INHABIT HIS KINDNESS AND GRACE AND BE FAT IN TRUTH WITH THE PRAISE OF HIS HOLINESS. PRAISE AND HONOR HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 
SONG 21: I RAISED MY ARMS HIGH TO THE GRACE OF THE LORD, FOR HE CAST OFF MY BONDS. MY HELPER HAD RAISED ME TO HIS GRACE AND SALVATION. I DISCARDED DARKNESS AND DRESSED IN THE CLOTHING OF LIGHT. MY SOUL ACQUIRED A BODY FREE FROM SORROW, FREE FROM [SEXUAL] TORTURE AND [SEXUAL] MUTILATION. THE LORD'S THOUGHT RESTORED ME. I FED ON HIS [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE FELLOWSHIP. IN THE LIGHT HE RAISED ME. I WENT TO HIM, NEAR HIM, PRAISING AND SHOUTING HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. HE MADE MY HEART FLOOD INTO MY MOUTH. HE MADE IT SHINE ON MY LIPS. ON MY FACE THE EXULTATION OF THE LORD GREW. MY PRAISE EXPLODED. 
SONG 22: I, YOU, WHO BRING ME DOWN FROM ON HIGH AND BRING ME UP FROM THE REGIONS BELOW, WHO GATHER WHAT IS ON THE EARTH AND HURL AT ME, WHO SCATTER MY ENEMIES, WHO GAVE ME MASTERY OF BINDING ROPES FOR ME TO LOOSEN THEM AND WITH MY HANDS HAVE OVERTHROWN THE DRAGON WITH SEVEN HEADS AND INSERTED MYSELF IN HIS ROOTS TO DESTROY HIS SEED, YOU WERE HERE AND HELPED ME, AND EVERYWHERE YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] CIRCLED ME. YOUR RIGHT HAND DESTROYED HIS [SEXUAL] WICKED POISON. YOUR HAND SMOOTHED THE WAY FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN YOU AND CHOSE THEM FROM THEIR GRAVES, SEPARATING THEM FROM THE DEAD, AND YOU TOOK DEAD BONES AND COVERED THEM WITH BODIES. THEY WERE MOTIONLESS, AND YOU GAVE THEM THE ENERGY OF LIFE. YOUR WAY AND YOUR FACE WERE [SEXLESSLY] STAINLESS. TO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION YOU BROUGHT YOUR WORLD [SEXLESSLY] CLEANED AND REFRESHED. THE FOUNDATION IS YOUR ROCK ON WHICH YOU BUILT YOUR KINGDOM WHERE THE HOLY LIVE. 
SONG 23: THE HOLY, ARE HAPPY. WHO BUT THEY ALONE WILL WEAR JOY? THE ELECT, WEAR GRACE. AND WHO WILL BE ARRAYED IN GRACE BUT THOSE WHO FROM THE BEGINNING HAVE BELIEVED? THE ELECT, WEAR [SEXLESS] LOVE. AND WHO WILL BE ARRAYED IN [SEXLESS] LOVE BUT THOSE WHO FROM THE BEGINNING HAVE BELIEVED? WALK IN THE [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD, AND YOU WILL KNOW THE GRACE OF THE LORD OF GENEROSITY, HIS EXULTATION, AND THE PERFECTION OF HIS GNOSIS. HIS THOUGHT WAS A LETTER, AND HIS WILL DESCENDED FROM THE SKIES, SHOT LIKE AN ARROW VIOLENTLY RELEASED FROM ITS BOW. MANY HANDS RUSHED TO THE LETTER TO CATCH IT, TAKE IT, AND READ IT, YET IT SLIPPED FROM THEIR FINGERS, AND THEY WERE TERRIFIED OF IT AND ITS SEAL. THEY COULDN'T LOOSEN THE SEAL, FOR THE POWER OF THE SEAL WAS GREATER THAN THEY. OTHERS SAW THE LETTER AND CHASED IT, WONDERING WHERE IT WOULD LAND AND WHO MIGHT READ IT, WHO MIGHT HEAR IT. BUT A WHEEL CAUGHT THE LETTER AND ROLLED OVER IT, AND IT STUCK THERE, AND IT WAS A SIGN OF THE KINGDOM AND REALM. EVERYTHING MOVING NEAR THE WHEEL THE WHEEL CUT DOWN, AND IT DESTROYED A MULTITUDE OF ENEMIES AND BRIDGED RIVERS AND CROSSED OVER AND UPROOTED FORESTS, LEAVING A HUGE DITCH. AS IF A BODY WERE ON THE WHEEL, A HEAD TURNED DOWN TO THE FEET. THE WHEEL TURNED ON THE FEET AND ON WHATEVER STRUCK IT. THE LETTER COMMANDED OVER ALL DISTRICTS, AND THERE APPEARED A HEAD. IT BECAME THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] OF TRUTH FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ON HIGH, WHO POSSESSED ALL, AND THE THOUGHT OF MANY BECAME NOTHING, AND THE [SEXUAL] APOSTATES AND [SEXUAL] SEDUCERS GREW BRAVE YET FLED, AND [SEXUAL] TORMENTORS WERE BLOTTED OUT. THE LETTER BECAME A GREAT TABLET, A VOLUME WRITTEN BY THE [TERRIBLE] FINGER OF GOD. ON IT WAS THE NAME OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN], AND THEIR WORD OF DOMINION FOREVER. 
SONG 24: THE DOVE FLEW OVER THE HEAD OF THE MESSIAH, WHO WAS HER HEAD, AND SHE SANG OVER HIM AND HER VOICE WAS HEARD. THE INHABITANTS WERE TERRIFIED AND TRAVELERS SHUDDERED. BIRDS TOOK FLIGHT AND ALL CREEPING THINGS DIED IN THEIR HOLES. ABYSSES OPENED AND CLOSED. LIKE WOMEN IN LABOR THEY WERE SEEKING GOD. THEY HAD NO FOOD. NO ONE BELONGED TO THEM. THE ABYSSES SANK AND WERE SEALED BY THE LORD, AND THE PEOPLE PERISHED IN THEIR OWN THOUGHT ANCIENT AND NEW. EVERYONE WAS IMPERFECT AND DIED. THEY COULD SAY NOTHING. THE LORD DESTROYED THE [SEXUAL] IMAGINATION OF ALL WHO DIDN'T HAVE HIS TRUTH. THEY WERE WEAK IN WISDOM AND WERE REJECTED. THEY LACKED HIS TRUTH. THE LORD DISCLOSED HIS WAY AND SPRANG HIS GRACE IN ALIEN LANDS. THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND KNOW HOLINESS. 
SONG 25: I WAS RESCUED FROM MY [SEXUAL] CHAINS AND FLED TO YOU, MY GOD. YOU ARE THE RIGHT HAND OF MY SALVATION AND MY HELPER. YOU HELD BACK THOSE WHO ROSE AGAINST ME AND THE DISAPPEARED. YOUR FACE WAS WITH ME. I WAS SAVED BY YOUR GRACE. BUT IN THE EYES OF MANY I WAS ABHORRED AND EXCLUDED. IN THEIR EYES, I WAS, LEAD. I ASSUMED STRENGTH FROM YOU AND DRANK YOUR HELP. YOU PLACED A LAMP AT MY RIGHT HAND AND AT MY LEFT! IN ME NOTHING IS NOT BRIGHT. YOUR SPIRIT COVERED ME, AND I TOOK OFF MY ROBE OF SKIN. YOUR RIGHT HAND RAISED ME AND REMOVED MY [SEXUAL] SICKNESS. I GREW STRONG IN YOUR TRUTH, HOLY IN YOUR GOODNESS. MY ENEMIES FEARED ME. I WAS OF THE LORD BY THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND JUSTIFIED BY HIS GENTLENESS. HIS REST GOES ON FOREVER. 
SONG 26: I POURED PRAISE ON THE LORD. I AM HIS. I RECITE HIS HOLY POEM. MY HEART IS WITH HIM. HIS HARP IS IN MY HAND, AND THE POEMS OF HIS REST WILL NOT BE SILENT. I CRY TO HIM FROM MY WHOLE HEART, PRAISE AND EXALT HIM WITH MY LIMBS. FROM THE EAST AND FAR INTO THE WEST IS HIS PRAISE. FROM THE SOUTH AND FAR INTO THE NORTH CONFESSION IS HIS. AND FROM THE TOP OF HILLS TO THE GREATEST PEAKS IS HIS PERFECTION. WHO CAN WRITE THE POEMS OF THE LORD, OR WHO CAN READ THEM? WHO CAN TRAIN THE SOUL FOR LIFE TO SAVE THE SOUL? WHO CAN REST HIGH IN THE FIRMAMENT SO THAT THE MOUTH SPEAKS? WHO CAN DECIPHER THE WONDERS OF THE LORD? THE INTERPRETER PERISHES, THE INTERPRETED STOPS. IT IS ENOUGH TO KNOW AND TO REST AND REST. THE MOTIONLESS SINGERS STAND BEFORE A GREAT RIVER WITH A HUGE FOUNTAIN FLOWING TO THOSE WHO SEEK THE POEM OF THE LORD. 
SONG 27: I EXTEND MY HANDS AND HALLOW MY LORD. THE EXPANSION OF MY HANDS IS HIS SIGN, AND MY EXPANSION IS THE ERECTED WOOD. 
SONG 28: LIKE THE WINGS OF THE DOVES OVER THEIR INFANT DOVES WHOSE MOUTHS LIFT TO THEIR MOTHERS' MOUTHS, SO ARE THE WINGS OF THE SPIRIT OVER MY HEART. MY HEART IS HAPPY AND LEAPS LIKE THE INFANT WHO MOVES HAPPY IN HER MOTHER'S WOMB. I BELIEVED. I WAS PEACEFUL. MY FAITH WAS IN HIM WHOM I TRUSTED. HE HUGELY BLESSED ME. MY MIND IS WITH HIM. NO SWORD NOR SCIMITAR DIVIDES US: I PREPARED BEFORE DESTRUCTION CAME. I AM IN HIS ARMS THAT DO NOT KNOW DEATH. DEATHLESS LIFE HUGGED AND KISSED ME. THAT SPIRIT IS IN ME; IT CANNOT DIE. IT LIVES. 
RESPONSE: THEY MARVELED AT ME BECAUSE I WAS PERSECUTED. THEY SUPPOSED ME SWALLOWED UP. TO THEM I SEEMED LOST. MY OPPRESSION WAS MY SALVATION. THEY SCORNED ME BECAUSE IN ME WAS NO ANGER. BECAUSE I DID, GOOD I WAS HATED. THEY SURROUNDED ME LIKE MAD DOGS WHO STUPIDLY ATTACK THEIR MASTERS. THEIR THOUGHT IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT, THEIR MIND [SEXUALLY] PERVERTED. I CARRIED WATER IN MY RIGHT HAND. WITH SWEETNESS I ENDURED THE BITTER. I DIDN'T PERISH. I WASN'T THEIR BROTHER. MY BIRTH WAS OTHER. THEY SOUGHT MY DEATH. THEY FAILED. I WAS OLDER THAN THEIR MEMORY. THEY CAST LOTS AGAINST ME. THEY FAILED. THOSE WHO CAME LATER TRIED TO DESTROY THE MEMORY OF HIM BEFORE THEM. NO ONE FORETELLS THE THOUGHT FROM THE ONE IN THE SKY. HIS HEART SURPASSES WISDOM. 
SONG 29: THE LORD IS MY HOPE. WITH HIM I SHALL NOT BE LOST, AND THROUGH HIS PRAISE HE MADE ME, AND THROUGH HIS GOODNESS HE GAVE ME COMMON OBJECTS, AND THROUGH HIS BEAUTY HE SET ME ON HIGH. HE LED ME OUT OF THE DEPTHS OF SHEOL AND SAVED ME FROM THE MOUTH OF DEATH. I LAID MY ENEMIES LOW, AND HE JUSTIFIED ME THROUGH HIS GRACE. I BELIEVED IN HIM. I BELIEVED IN THE MESSIAH, AND HE CAME TO ME AND SHOWED ME HIS SIGN AND LED ME BY THE WAY OF HIS LIGHT. HE ALSO GAVE ME THE ROD OF HIS POWER TO SUBDUE THE DREAMS OF OTHERS, TO BRING DOWN THE MIGHTY, TO MAKE WAR THROUGH HIS WORD AND FIND VICTORY THROUGH HIS POWER. BY HIS WORD THE LORD OVERTHREW MY ENEMY, WHO WAS LIKE STUBBLE BLOWN AWAY IN THE WIND. I PRAISE HIM ON HIGH WHO EXALTS ME, HIS SERVANT. HE HAS EXALTED THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] OF HIS HANDMAID. 
SONG 30: DRINK DEEPLY FROM THE LIVING FOUNTAIN OF THE LORD. IT IS YOURS. COME, ALL WHO ARE THIRSTY, AND DRINK, AND REST BY THE FOUNTAIN OF THE LORD. HOW BEAUTIFUL AND PURE. IT EASES THE SOUL. THAT WATER IS SWEETER THAN HONEY. THE COMBS OF BEES ARE NOTHING BESIDE IT. IT FLOWS FROM THE LIPS OF THE LORD. ITS NAME IS FROM THE LORD'S HEART. IT IS INVISIBLE BUT HAS NO BORDERS AND WAS UNKNOWN UNTIL IT WAS SET IN OUR MIDST. THEY WHO DRINK ARE BLESSED AND ARE EASED. 
SONG 31: CHASMS VANISHED BEFORE THE LORD, AND DARKNESS FADES WITH HIS APPEARANCE. [SEXUAL] ERROR WANDERED AND DISAPPEARED BECAUSE OF HIM. CONTEMPT FOUND NO PATH AND WAS SUBMERGED IN THE TRUTH OF THE LORD. HE OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SPOKE GRACE AND HAPPINESS. HE SANG A NEW POEM TO HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND RAISED HIS VOICE TO THE FIRMAMENT AND OFFERED HIM CHILDREN IN HIS HANDS. BY THE WAYS HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] GAVE TO HIM, HIS FACE WAS JUSTIFIED. 
RESPONSE: COME, YOU WHO HAVE SUFFERED, AND BE HAPPY. POSSESS YOUR SOULS THROUGH GRACE. ACCEPT DEATHLESS LIFE. THEY [SEXUALLY] CONDEMNED [DAMNED] ME WHEN I STOOD ON MY FEET, I WHO WAS GUILTLESS. THEY DIVVIED [GRANTED] THE SPOIL THOUGH NOTHING WAS THEIRS. I ENDURED, HELD MY PEACE, SILENT SO THEY COULDN'T GET TO ME. I WAS A FIRM ROCK POUNDED BY WAVES, BRAVING THE BLOWS. 
I BORE THEIR BITTERNESS WITH HUMILITY TO REDEEM AND INSTRUCT MY PEOPLE. I COULDN'T FORGET MY WORD TO THE PATRIARCHS, TO WHOM I HAD PROMISED SALVATION OF THEIR SEED. 
SONG 32: TO THE BLESSED, HAPPINESS LIVES IN THE HEART, AND HIS LIGHT RESIDES IN THEM. THE WORD COMES OUT OF SELF-CREATED TRUTH. HE IS STRONG FROM THE HOLY FORCE UP IN THE SKIES AND FOREVER UNSHAKEN. 
SONG 33: GRACE RACED AWAY FROM THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTER, THEN TURNED HER BACK ON HIM TO DENOUNCE HIM. HE LEFT UTTER HAVOC AROUND HIM AND SPOILED HIS CONSTRUCTIONS. HE STOOD ON A SUMMIT AND SCREAMED FROM ONE END OF THE EARTH TO THE OTHER, DRAWING NEAR THOSE WHO OBEYED. HE DID NOT SEEM [SEXUALLY] EVIL, BUT A PERFECT VIRGIN STOOD NEAR AND CRIED OUT: "SONS AND DAUGHTERS, COME BACK. LEAVE THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTER. COME TO ME. I WILL ENTER YOU AND LEAD YOU OUT OF DEVASTATION. I WILL MAKE YOU WISE IN THE WAY OF TRUTH. DO NOT DESTROY YOURSELF. DO NOT [SEXUALLY] PERISH. HEAR ME AND BE SAVED. I TELL YOU OF GOD'S GRACE. BY ME YOU WILL BE REDEEMED AND BLESSED. I AM YOUR JUDGE. YOU WHO HELP ME WILL NOT BE INJURED. YOU WILL POSSESS [SEXLESS] PURITY IN A FRESH WORLD. MY CHOSEN ONES STROLL IN ME. I SHALL INFORM YOU WHO SEEK ME. I SHALL MAKE YOU TRUST MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 
SONG 34: THE SIMPLE HEART FINDS NO, BAD WAY, GOOD THOUGHT FINDS NO WOUNDS. DEEP IN THE ILLUMINATED MIND IS NO STORM. SURROUNDED ON EVERY SIDE BY THE [SEXLESS] BEAUTY OF THE OPEN COUNTRY, WHO IS NOT FREE OF DOUBT? BELOW IS LIKE ABOVE. EVERYTHING IS ABOVE. BELOW IS NOTHING, BUT THE IGNORANT THINK THEY SEE. NOW YOU KNOW GRACE AND SALVATION. BELIEVE AND LIVE AND BE SAVED. 
SONG 35: THE DEW OF THE LORD [SEXLESSLY RINSED ME WITH SILENCE, AND A CLOUD OF PEACE ROSE OVER MY HEAD, GUARDING ME. IT BECAME MY SALVATION. EVERYBODY QUIVERED IN HORROR. THEY ISSUED [SEXLESS] SMOKE AND JUDGMENT, BUT I WAS SILENT, NEAR MY LORD, WHO WAS MORE THAN SHADOW, MORE THAN FOUNDATION. HE CARRIED ME LIKE A CHILD BY ITS MOTHER. HE GAVE ME MILK, HIS DEW, AND I GREW IN HIS BOUNTY AND RESTED IN HIS PERFECTION. I SPREAD MY HANDS OUT AS MY SOUL POINTED TO THE FIRMAMENT, AND I SLIPPED UPWARD TO HIM WHO REDEEMED ME. 
SONG 36: I FOUND REST IN THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD [JOHN 4:23-24], WHO RAISED ME AND HAD ME STAND ON MY FEET IN THE HIGH TERRAINS OF THE LORD, BEFORE HIS PERFECTION, BEFORE HIS GLORY, WHILE I PRAISED HIM IN MY POEMS. 
RESPONSE: SOUL LED ME BEFORE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF THE LORD. THROUGH THE EARTHLY SON I WAS NAMED THE LIGHT, THE CHILD OF GOD. I WAS THE MOST GLORIFIED OF THE GLORIOUS, GREATEST OF THE GREAT. LIKE THE GREAT LOFTY ONE, SHE THE SOUL MADE ME LIKE HIS FRESHNESS. HE [SEXLESSLY] RENEWED ME. FROM HIS PERFECTION HE ANOINTED ME, AND I BECAME EQUAL TO THOSE NEAR HIM. MY MOUTH WAS OPEN LIKE A DEW CLOUD, MY HEART GUSHED WITH GOODNESS, MY WAY TO HIM WAS PEACE, AND I JOINED THE SOUL OF HIS PROVIDENCE. 
SONG 37: I EXTENDED MY HAND TO THE LORD AND TO HIS SKIES RAISED MY VOICE. I SPOKE THROUGH THE LIPS OF MY HEART, AND HE HEARD ME WHEN MY VOICE WENT TO HIM. HIS WORD CAME TO ME WITH THE FRUIT OF MY LABOR. I FOUND EASE THROUGH THE GRACE OF THE LORD. 
SONG 38: I WENT UP TO THE LIGHT OF TRUTH AS INTO A CHARIOT, AND TRUTH TOOK ME ACROSS CANYONS AND RAVINES AND PRESERVED ME AGAINST WAVES SMASHING THE CLIFFS. SHE WAS MY HAVEN AND SALVATION AND LEFT ME IN THE ARMS OF [SEXLESS] IMMORTAL LIFE. SHE WENT WITH ME, SOOTHED ME, KEPT ME FROM [SEXUAL] ERROR. SHE WAS AND IS THE LIGHT OF TRUTH. 
SONG 39: MAMMOTH RIVERS ARE THE [SEXLESS] FORCE OF THE LORD. THEY WASH AWAY THOSE WHO DESPISE HIM. THEY ENTANGLE THEIR PATHS AND DESTROY THEIR CROSSINGS. THEY CARRY AWAY THEIR BODIES AND BURN THEIR SOULS. THEY, ARE FASTER THAN LIGHTNING. QUICKER. YET THOSE WHO WALK [SEXLESSLY] STAINLESSLY ON RIVERS WILL NOT BE HURT. THOSE WHO WALK WITHOUT [SEXUAL] BLAME ON THEM NEED NOT CRINGE. THEIR [SEXLESS] SIGN IS THE LORD. THE SIGN IS THE WAY FOR THOSE WHO CROSS IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. DRESS IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE [MOST] HIGH ONE AND KNOW HIM AND CROSS UNWORRIED. THE RIVERS OBEY YOU. THE LORD BRIDGES WATERS WITH HIS WORD AS HE WALKED AND CROSSED ON THEM WITH HIS FEET. HIS FEET ARE FIRM [LEVITATED] ON THE WATER AND DO NOT SINK. THEY ARE A FIXED BEAM OF WOOD FASHIONED OF TRUTH. WAVE, RISE ON BOTH SIDES. THE LORD MESSIAH STANDS. HIS FOOTSTEPS ARE NOT WASHED AWAY. THEY DO NOT PERISH. A WAY EXISTS FOR THOSE WHO CROSS AFTER HIM, FOR THOSE ON HIS PATH OF FAITH AND WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 
SONG 40: AS HONEY DRIPS FROM THE COMBS OF BEES AND MILK FLOWS FROM THE WOMAN WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVES HER CHILD, SO MY HOPE GOES TO YOU, MY GOD. AS A FOUNTAIN BURSTS WITH WATER MY HEART BURSTS WITH PRAISE FOR THE LORD THROUGH MY LIPS. MY TONGUE IS SWEET FROM HIS CONVERSATION, 
MY LIMBS FATTENED BY THE SWEETNESS OF HIS POEMS. MY FACE JOYS IN HIS EXULTATION. MY SPIRIT EXULTS IN HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE. MY SOUL SHINES IN HIM. WHO IS AFRAID FINDS SAFETY IN HIM AND REDEMPTION IS CERTAIN IN HIM, AND POSSESSION OF ETERNAL LIFE. THOSE WHO ARE IN HIM CANNOT BE STAINED. 
SONG 41: ALL WHO SEE ME WILL BE ASTONISHED, FOR I AM AN ALIEN AMONG YOU. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH REMEMBERED ME. HE POSSESSED ME FROM THE BEGINNING. THROUGH HIS RICHES AND THOUGHT IN HIS HEART HE ENGENDERED ME. HIS WORD IS OUR WAY. THE SAVIOR MAKES US ALIVE AND DOESN'T FORGET OUR SOULS. THE HUMBLED ARE EXALTED IN HIM. THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST ONE APPEARED IN THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] PERFECTION. LIGHT FOUND DAYBREAK IN THE WORD THAT WAS EARLIER HIS. THE MESSIAH IS ONE, KNOWN BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. HE SAVES SOULS IN HIS TRUTH AND NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. LET US SING TO THE LORD. WE [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM. 
SONG 42: I STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS AND CAME NEAR MY LORD. IT IS MY SIGN, STRETCHING MY HANDS AS IF SPREAD ON A TREE. THAT WAS MY WAY UP TO THE GOOD ONE. I BECAME USELESS TO THOSE WHO DIDN'T SEIZE ME. I HID FROM THOSE WHO DON'T [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ME BUT AM WITH THEM WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ME. MY PERSECUTORS DIED. THEY SOUGHT ME BECAUSE I AM ALIVE. I ROSE UP AND AM WITH THEM AND SPEAK THROUGH THEIR MOUTHS. THEY DESPISED THEIR PERSECUTORS. I LOCKED THEM IN THE YOKE OF [SEXLESS] LOVE. LIKE THE GROOM OVER THE BRIDE, SO IS MY [SEXLESS] LOVE OVER THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN ME. THEY THOUGHT ME REJECTED, DESTROYED. I WASN'T. HELL SAW ME AND WAS [SEXUALLY] MISERABLE. DEATH CAST ME UP ALONG WITH OTHERS. I HAVE BEEN, GALL AND BITTERNESS TO DEATH. I WENT DOWN WITH IT TO THE UTTERMOST DEPTH, AND IT [SEXLESSLY] RELEASED MY FEET AND HEAD, FOR IT COULDN'T ENDURE MY FACE. I MADE A CONGREGATION OF LIVING MEN AMONG ITS DEAD AND SPOKE TO THEM WITH LIVING LIPS. MY WORD WASN'T EMPTY. THE DEAD RAN TOWARD ME, SCREAMING, "SON OF GOD [ENOCH OR JESUS], PITY US. BE KIND AND BRING US OUT OF THE BONDS OF DARKNESS. OPEN THE DOOR INTO YOUR BEING. WE PERCEIVE OUR DEATH HAS NOT TOUCHED YOU. SAVE US, [SEXLESS] REDEEMER." I HEARD THEIR VOICE AND STORED THEIR FAITH IN THY HEART. I SET MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] UPON THEIR HEADS. THEY ARE FREE MEN AND MINE. 
THE GNOSTIC BOOK OF THE SONG OF THE PEARL
DRESSING FOR THE JOURNEY
WHEN I WAS A LITTLE CHILD LIVING IN MY FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] PALACE IN HIS KINGDOM, HAPPY IN THE GLORIES AND RICHES OF MY FAMILY THAT NURTURED ME, MY PARENTS GAVE ME SUPPLIES AND SENT ME OUT ON A MISSION FROM OUR HOME IN THE EAST. FROM THEIR TREASURE HOUSE THEY MADE UP A CARGO FOR ME. IT WAS BIG THOUGH LIGHT ENOUGH SO, I COULD CARRY IT MYSELF, HOLDING GOLD FROM THE HIGHEST HOUSES AND SILVER OF GAZZAK THE GREAT AND RUBIES OF INDIA AND OPALS FROM THE LAND OF KUSHAN, AND THEY GIRDED ME WITH ADAMANT THAT CAN CRUSH IRON. THEY TOOK OFF MY BRIGHT ROBE OF GLORY, WHICH THEY HAD MADE FOR ME OUT OF [SEXLESS] LOVE, AND TOOK AWAY MY PURPLE TOGA, WHICH WAS WOVEN TO FIT MY STATURE. THEY MADE A COVENANT WITH ME AND WROTE IT IN MY HEART SO I WOULD NOT FORGET: "WHEN YOU GO DOWN INTO EGYPT AND BRING BACK THE ONE PEARL THAT LIES IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SEA AND IS GUARDED BY THE SNORTING SERPENT, YOU WILL AGAIN PUT ON YOUR ROBE OF GLORY AND YOUR TOGA OVER IT, AND WITH YOUR BROTHER, OUR NEXT IN RANK, YOU WILL BE HEIR IN OUR KINGDOM." 
THE DRAGON AND THE DEEP SLEEP
I LEFT THE EAST AND TRAVELED DOWN TO EGYPT WITH MY TWO ROYAL GUIDES, SINCE THE WAY WAS DANGEROUS AND HARSH AND I WAS VERY YOUNG TO WALK ALONE. I CROSSED THE BORDERS OF MAISHAN, THE GATHERING PLACE OF MERCHANTS OF THE EAST, CAME INTO THE LAND OF THE BABYLONIANS, AND ENTERED THE WALLS OF SARBUG. WHEN I WENT DOWN INTO EGYPT MY COMPANIONS LEFT ME. I WENT STRAIGHT TO THE SERPENT AND SETTLED CLOSE BY HIM IN AN INN, WAITING FOR HIM TO SLEEP SO, I COULD TAKE MY PEARL FROM HIM. SINCE I WAS ALONE, I WAS A STRANGER TO OTHERS IN THE INN, YET I SAW ONE OF MY OWN PEOPLE THERE, A NOBLEMAN FROM THE EAST, YOUNG, HANDSOME, [SEXLESSLY] LOVABLE, A SON OF KINGS—AN ANOINTED ONE, AND HE CAME AND WAS CLOSE TO ME. AND I MADE HIM MY CONFIDANTE WITH WHOM I SHARED MY MISSION. I WARNED HIM AGAINST THE EGYPTIANS AND OF CONTACT WITH THE UNCLEAN ONES. THEN I PUT ON A ROBE LIKE THEIRS, LEST THEY SUSPECT ME AS AN OUTSIDER WHO HAD COME TO STEAL THE PEARL, LEST THEY AROUSE THE SERPENT AGAINST ME. SOMEHOW, THEY LEARNED I WAS NOT THEIR COUNTRYMAN, DEALT WITH ME CUNNINGLY, AND GAVE ME THEIR FOOD TO EAT. I FELL INTO A DEEP SLEEP. I FORGOT THAT I WAS A SON OF KINGS AND SERVED THEIR KING. I FORGOT THE PEARL FOR WHICH MY PARENTS HAD SENT ME. THROUGH THE HEAVINESS OF THEIR FOOD I FELL INTO A DEEP SLEEP. 
"REMEMBER THE PEARL"
WHEN ALL THESE THINGS HAPPENED, MY PARENTS KNEW AND GRIEVED FOR ME. IT WAS PROCLAIMED IN OUR KINGDOM THAT ALL SHOULD COME TO OUR GATE. AND THE KINGS AND PRINCES OF PARTHIA AND ALL THE NOBLES OF THE EAST WOVE A PLAN ON MY BEHALF SO, I WOULD NOT BE LEFT IN EGYPT. AND THEY WROTE ME A LETTER AND EVERY NOBLE SIGNED IT WITH HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: "FROM YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN], THE KING OF KINGS, AND YOUR MOTHER [VICTORIA], THE MISTRESS OF THE EAST, AND FROM YOUR BROTHER [JOHN], OUR NEXT IN RANK, AND TO YOU, OUR SON IN EGYPT, PEACE! AWAKE AND RISE FROM YOUR SLEEP AND HEAR THE WORDS OF OUR LETTER! REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE A SON OF KINGS AND SEE THE SLAVERY OF YOUR LIFE. REMEMBER THE PEARL FOR WHICH YOU WERE SENT INTO EGYPT! REMEMBER YOUR ROBE OF GLORY AND YOUR SPLENDID MANTLE, WHICH YOU MAY WEAR WHEN YOUR NAME IS CALLED IN THE BOOK OF LIFE, WHEN IT IS READ IN THE BOOK OF HEROES, WHEN YOU AND YOUR BROTHER [JOHN] INHERIT OUR KINGDOM." 
THE BIRD OF SPEECH
AND SERVING AS MESSENGER, THE LETTER WAS A LETTER SEALED BY THE KING WITH HIS RIGHT HAND AGAINST THE EVIL CHILDREN OF BABYLON AND THE SAVAGE DEMONS OF THE SARBUG LABYRINTH. IT ROSE UP IN THE FORM OF AN EAGLE, THE KING OF ALL WINGED FOWL; IT FLEW AND ALIGHTED BESIDE ME AND BECAME SPEECH. AT ITS VOICE AND THE SOUND OF ITS RUSTLING I AWOKE AND ROSE FROM MY SLEEP. I TOOK IT, KISSED IT, BROKE ITS SEAL, AND READ. AND THE WORDS WRITTEN ON MY HEART WERE IN THE LETTER FOR ME TO READ. I REMEMBERED THAT I WAS THE SON OF KINGS AND MY FREE SOUL LONGED FOR ITS OWN KIND. I REMEMBERED THE PEARL FOR WHICH I WAS SEND DOWN INTO EGYPT, AND I BEGAN TO ENCHANT THE TERRIBLE AND SNORTING SERPENT. I CHARMED HIM INTO SLEEP BY CALLING THE NAME OF MY FATHER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OVER HIM AND OF MY MOTHER [VICTORIA], THE QUEEN OF THE EAST. I SEIZED THE PEARL AND TURNED TO CARRY IT TO MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. THOSE FILTHY AND IMPURE [SEXUAL] GARMENTS I STRIPPED OFF, LEAVING THEM IN THE FIELDS, AND WENT STRAIGHT ON MY WAY INTO THE LIGHT OF OUR HOMELAND IN THE EAST. 
THE LETTER'S VOICE
ON MY WAY THE LETTER THAT AWAKENED ME WAS LYING LIKE A WOMAN ON THE ROAD. AND AS SHE HAD AWAKENED ME WITH HER VOICE SO, SHE GUIDED ME WITH HER LIGHT AS IF SHE WERE AN ORACLE. SHE WAS WRITTEN ON CHINESE SILK AND SHONE BEFORE ME IN HER OWN FORM. HER VOICE SOOTHED MY FEAR AND ITS [SEXLESS] LOVE URGED ME ON. I HURRIED PAST THE LABYRINTH WALLS OF SARBUG AND BABYLON ON THE LEFT AND CAME TO MAISHAN, THE HAVEN OF MERCHANTS, PERCHED OVER THE COAST OF THE SEA. MY ROBE OF GLORY THAT I HAD TAKEN OFF AND THE TOGA OVER IT WERE SENT BY MY PARENTS FROM THE HEIGHTS OF HYRCANIA. THEY WERE IN THE HANDS OF TREASURERS TO WHOM THEY WERE COMMITTED BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH, AND I HAD FORGOTTEN THE ROBE'S SPLENDOR, FOR AS A CHILD I HAD LEFT IT IN MY FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] HOUSE. 
THE GARMENT OF GNOSIS
AS I GAZED ON IT, SUDDENLY THE GARMENT LIKE A MIRROR REFLECTED ME, AND I SAW MYSELF APART AS TWO ENTITIES IN ONE FORM. THE TREASURERS HAD BROUGHT ME ONE ROBE, YET IN TWO HALVES I SAW ONE SHAPE WITH ONE KINGLY SEAL. THEY GAVE ME WEALTH, AND THE BRIGHT EMBROIDERED ROBE WAS COLORED WITH GOLD AND BERYLS, WITH RUBIES AND OPALS, AND SARDONYXES OF MANY COLORS WERE FASTENED TO IT IN ITS HIGH HOME. ALL ITS SEAMS WERE FASTENED WITH STONES OF ADAMANT, AND THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE KING OF KINGS WAS EMBROIDERED ON IT AS IT RIPPLED WITH SAPPHIRES OF MANY COLORS. I SAW IT QUIVER ALL OVER, MOVING WITH GNOSIS, IN A PULSING KNOWLEDGE, AND AS IT PREPARED TO SPEAK IT MOVED TOWARD ME, MURMURING THE SOUND OF ITS SONGS. IT DESCENDED AND SAID, "I AM THE ONE WHO ACTED FOR HIM. FOR HIM I WAS BROUGHT UP IN MY FATHER'S HOUSE. I SAW MYSELF GROWING IN STATURE IN HARMONY WITH HIS LABORS." 
THE TOGA AND THE PEARL
WITH REGAL MOVEMENTS THE ROBE WAS SPREADING TOWARD ME, URGING ME TO TAKE IT, AND [SEXLESS] LOVE URGED ME TO RECEIVE IT, AND I STRETCHED FORTH AND RECEIVED IT AND PUT ON THE BEAUTY OF ITS HUES. I CAST MY TOGA OF BRILLIANT COLORS ALL AROUND ME. THEREIN I CLOTHED MYSELF AND ASCENDED TO THE GATE OF SALUTATION AND ADORATION. I BOWED MY HEAD AND ADORED THE MAJESTY OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO SENT IT TO ME. I HAD FULFILLED HIS COMMANDS AND HE FULFILLED WHAT HE HAD PROMISED. AT THE GATE OF HIS PRINCES I MINGLED WITH HIS NOBLES. HE WAS HAPPY THROUGH ME AND RECEIVED ME, AND I WAS WITH HIM IN HIS KINGDOM, AND HIS SLAVES PRAISED HIM RESOUNDINGLY. HE PROMISED ME THAT I WOULD JOURNEY SOON WITH HIM TO THE GATE OF THE KING OF KINGS, AND WITH MY GIFTS AND MY PEARL I WOULD APPEAR WITH HIM BEFORE OUR KING. 
THE GNOSTIC BOOK OF THOMAS
THE HIDDEN SAYINGS THAT THE SAVIOR SPOKE TO JUDAS THOMAS, WHICH I, MATHAIAS, IN TURN RECORDED. I WAS WALKING, LISTENING TO THEM SPEAK WITH EACH OTHER. 
JESUS TALKS TO HIS BROTHER THOMAS
THE SAVIOR SAID, "BROTHER THOMAS, WHILE YOU ARE STILL IN THE WORLD, LISTEN TO ME AND I SHALL REVEAL TO YOU WHAT YOU HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT IN YOUR HEART. "NOW, SINCE IT IS SAID THAT YOU ARE MY TWIN AND MY TRUE FRIEND, EXAMINE YOURSELF AND UNDERSTAND WHO YOU ARE, HOW YOU EXIST, AND HOW YOU WILL COME TO BE. SINCE YOU ARE TO BE CALLED MY BROTHER, IT IS NOT FITTING FOR YOU TO BE IGNORANT OF YOURSELF. AND I KNOW THAT YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD, FOR ALREADY YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD THAT I AM THE KNOWLEDGE OF TRUTH. SO, WHILE YOU ARE WALKING WITH ME, THOUGH YOU ARE IGNORANT, ALREADY YOU HAVE OBTAINED KNOWLEDGE, AND YOU WILL BE CALLED ONE WHO KNOWS HIMSELF. FOR SOMEONE WHO HAS NOT KNOWN SELF HAS KNOWN NOTHING, BUT SOMEONE WHO HAS KNOWN SELF ALREADY HAS ACQUIRED KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE DEPTH OF THE UNIVERSE. SO THEN, MY BROTHER THOMAS, YOU HAVE SEEN WHAT IS HIDDEN FROM PEOPLE, WHAT THEY STUMBLE AGAINST IN THEIR IGNORANCE." 
THE HIDDEN AND THE VISIBLE
THOMAS SAID TO THE MASTER, "FOR THIS REASON I BEG YOU TO TELL ME WHAT I ASK BEFORE YOUR ASCENSION. WHEN I HEAR FROM YOU ABOUT THE HIDDEN, I CAN SPEAK OF IT. AND CLEARLY IT IS HARD TO BRING TRUTH TO PEOPLE." THE SAVIOR ANSWERED AND SAID, "IF WHAT IS VISIBLE TO YOU IS OBSCURE TO YOU, HOW CAN YOU COMPREHEND WHAT IS INVISIBLE? IF DEEDS OF TRUTH VISIBLE IN THE WORLD, ARE HARD FOR YOU TO CARRY OUT, HOW WILL YOU DO INVISIBLE THINGS OF EXALTED GREATNESS AND FULLNESS? HOW CAN YOU BE CALLED WORKERS? YOU ARE BEGINNERS AND HAVE NOT ATTAINED THE GREATNESS OF PERFECTION." THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE SAVIOR, "TELL US ABOUT THESE THINGS THAT YOU SAY ARE NOT VISIBLE BUT ARE HIDDEN FROM US." THE SAVIOR SAID, "ALL BODIES HAVE COME INTO BEING IN THE SAME IRRATIONAL WAY THAT ANIMALS ARE PRODUCED, AND SO THEY ARE VISIBLE, AS CREATURES [SEXLESSLY] LUSTING AFTER CREATURES. THOSE THAT ARE ABOVE, HOWEVER, DO NOT EXIST LIKE THOSE THAT ARE VISIBLE. RATHER, THEY LIVE FROM THEIR OWN ROOT, AND IT IS THEIR CROPS THAT NOURISH THEM. THESE VISIBLE BODIES FEED ON CREATURES THAT ARE LIKE THEM, AND SO THE BODIES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOW, WHATEVER IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WILL PERISH AND BE LOST, AND HENCEFORTH HAS NO HOPE OF LIFE, BECAUSE THIS BODY IS AN ANIMAL BODY. JUST AS ANIMAL BODIES PERISH, SO ALSO WILL THESE FIGURES PERISH. IS IT NOT FROM COPULATION [SEXLESS INTERCOURSE] LIKE THAT OF THE ANIMALS? IF IT TOO IS FROM COPULATION [SEXLESS INTERCOURSE], HOW WILL IT, GIVE BIRTH TO ANYTHING DIFFERENT FROM THEM? SO, THEN YOU ARE CHILDREN UNTIL YOU BECOME PERFECT." THOMAS ANSWERED, "SO I SAY TO YOU, MASTER, THOSE WHO SPEAK ABOUT WHAT IS INVISIBLE AND DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN ARE LIKE PEOPLE WHO SHOOT THEIR ARROWS AT A TARGET DURING THE NIGHT. OF COURSE, THEY SHOOT THEIR ARROWS AS ANY PEOPLE DO, SINCE THEY ARE SHOOTING AT THE TARGET, BUT IT IS NOT VISIBLE. WHEN LIGHT COMES, HOWEVER, AND BANISHES DARKNESS, THEN THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF EACH PERSON WILL BE CLEAR. AND YOU, OUR LIGHT, BRING ENLIGHTENMENT, MASTER." JESUS SAID, "LIGHT IS IN LIGHT." THOMAS SPOKE AND SAID, "MASTER, WHY DOES THIS VISIBLE LIGHT, SHINING FOR PEOPLE RISE AND SET?" THE SAVIOR SAID, "O BLESSED THOMAS, SURELY THIS VISIBLE LIGHT HAS SHONE FOR YOU, NOT TO KEEP YOU HERE, BUT SO YOU CAN LEAVE. AND WHEN ALL THE CHOSEN ONES LAY DOWN THEIR ANIMAL [SEXLESS] NATURE, THEN THIS LIGHT WILL WITHDRAW UP TO ITS BEING, AND ITS BEING WILL WELCOME IT TO ITSELF, BECAUSE THE LIGHT IS A GOOD HELPER." 
WISDOM AND FOOLISHNESS
THEN THE SAVIOR CONTINUED AND SAID, "OH, UNSEARCHABLE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF LIGHT! OH, BITTERNESS OF THE FIRE! YOU BLAZE IN THE BODIES OF PEOPLE, AND IN THE MARROW OF THEIR BONES, BLAZING IN THEM NIGHT AND DAY, BURNING THEIR LIMBS AND MAKING THEIR MINDS DRUNK AND THEIR SOULS DERANGED. YOU DOMINATE MALES AND FEMALES, DAY AND NIGHT, YOU MOVE AND AROUSE THEM SECRETLY AND VISIBLY. WHEN THE MALES ARE AROUSED, THEY ARE ATTRACTED TO THE FEMALES AND THE FEMALES TO THE MALES. SO, IT IS SAID THAT EVERYONE WHO SEEKS TRUTH FROM TRUE WISDOM WILL FASHION WINGS TO FLY, FLEEING FROM THE PASSION THAT BURNS HUMAN SPIRITS. AND ONE WILL FASHION WINGS TO FLEE FROM EVERY VISIBLE SPIRIT." THOMAS ANSWERED, SAYING, "MASTER, THIS IS PRECISELY WHAT I ASK YOU. I UNDERSTAND THAT WHAT YOU SAY IS BENEFICIAL TO US." AGAIN, THE SAVIOR ANSWERED AND SAID, "THIS IS WHY WE MUST SPEAK TO YOU, BECAUSE THIS TEACHING IS FOR THOSE WHO ARE PERFECT. IF YOU WISH TO BECOME PERFECT, KEEP THESE SAYINGS. IF NOT, THE NAME FOR YOU IS 'IGNORANT,' SINCE AN INTELLIGENT PERSON CANNOT ASSOCIATE WITH A FOOL. THE INTELLIGENT PERSON IS PERFECT IN ALL WISDOM. TO THE FOOL, HOWEVER, GOOD AND EVIL ARE ONE AND THE SAME. THE WISE PERSON WILL BE NOURISHED BY TRUTH AND WILL BE LIKE A TREE GROWING BY THE STREAM OF WATER. SOME PEOPLE HAVE WINGS BUT RUSH TOWARD VISIBLE THINGS THAT ARE FAR FROM TRUTH. THE FIRE THAT GUIDES THEM GIVES THEM AN ILLUSION OF TRUTH. AND IT WILL SHINE ON THEM WITH A PERISHABLE BEAUTY, AND WILL IMPRISON THEM IN DARK DELIGHT AND CAPTURE THEM IN SWEET-SMELLING PLEASURE. AND IT WILL BLIND THEM WITH INSATIABLE DESIRE, INFLAME THEIR SOULS, AND BE LIKE A STAKE JAMMED INTO THEIR HEART THAT CAN NEVER BE REMOVED. IT LEADS THEM ACCORDING TO ITS OWN WISH, LIKE A BIT IN THE MOUTH. "IT HAS BOUND THEM WITH ITS CHAINS AND TIED ALL THEIR LIMBS WITH THE BITTERNESS OF THE BONDAGE OF DESIRE FOR THOSE VISIBLE THINGS THAT PERISH AND CHANGE AND FLUCTUATE IMPULSIVELY. THEY HAVE ALWAYS BEEN DRAWN DOWNWARD. WHEN THEY ARE SLAIN, THEY ARE DRAWN TO ALL THE ANIMALS OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION." THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID, "IT IS CLEAR AND HAS BEEN SAID THAT MANY ARE...THOSE WHO DO NOT KNOW...SOUL." THE SAVIOR ANSWERED AND SAID, "BLESSINGS ON THE WISE PERSON WHO HAS SOUGHT TRUTH AND, WHEN IT HAS BEEN FOUND, HAS RESTED UPON IT FOR EVER AND HAS NOT BEEN AFRAID OF THOSE WHO WISH TO TROUBLE HIM."
OUR OWN AND THE OTHERS
THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID, "MASTER, IS IT GOOD FOR US TO REST AMONG OUR OWN?" THE SAVIOR SAID, "YES, IT IS USEFUL, AND IT IS GOOD FOR YOU, SINCE THE THINGS VISIBLE AMONG PEOPLE WILL PASS AWAY. FOR THE VESSEL OF THEIR FLESH WILL PASS AWAY, AND WHEN IT DISINTEGRATES, IT WILL REMAIN IN VISIBLE THINGS, AMONG THINGS THAT CAN BE SEEN. THE VISIBLE FIRE HURTS THEM, BECAUSE OF THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF FAITH THEY ONCE HAD. THEY WILL BE GATHERED BACK TO THE VISIBLE REALM. MOREOVER, AMONG THE INVISIBLE, THOSE WHO CAN SEE WILL PERISH, WITHOUT THE FIRST [SEXLESS] LOVE, IN THEIR CONCERN FOR THIS LIFE AND THE BURNING OF THE FIRE. THERE IS ONLY A LITTLE TIME BEFORE WHAT IS VISIBLE WILL PASS AWAY. THEN SHAPELESS PHANTOMS WILL COME AND STAY FOREVER IN TOMBS ON CORPSES, IN PAIN AND DESTRUCTION OF SOUL." THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID, "WHAT CAN WE SAY IN THE FACE OF THESE THINGS? WHAT SHALL WE SAY TO THE BLIND? WHAT TEACHING SHALL WE GIVE THESE MISERABLE MORTALS WHO SAY, 'WE HAVE COME TO DO GOOD AND NOT TO CURSE,' AND WILL SAY FURTHER, 'IF WE WERE NOT BORN IN THE FLESH, WE WOULD NOT KNOW INIQUITY'?" THE SAVIOR SAID, "TO TELL THE TRUTH, DO NOT THINK OF THESE AS HUMAN BEINGS, BUT AS ANIMALS. AS ANIMALS DEVOUR EACH OTHER, SO ALSO PEOPLE LIKE THIS DEVOUR EACH OTHER. THEY ARE DEPRIVED OF THE KINGDOM. THEY [SEXUALLY] LOVE THE DELIGHT OF FIRE AND ARE SLAVES OF DEATH AND RUSH TO DEEDS OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION. THEY FULFILL THEIR PARENTS' [SEXUAL] DESIRE. THEY WILL BE CAST DOWN INTO THE ABYSS AND BE AFFLICTED BY THE COMPULSION OF THE BITTERNESS OF THEIR EVIL [SEXUAL] NATURE. THEY WILL BE WHIPPED TO DRIVE THEM DOWN TO A PLACE THEY DO NOT KNOW, AND THEY WILL LEAVE THEIR LIMBS BEHIND, NOT WITH FORTITUDE BUT WITH DESPAIR. AND THEY REJOICE IN THE FIRE, THEY [SEXUALLY] LOVE MADNESS AND DERANGEMENT, BECAUSE THEY ARE FOOLS. THEY RUSH AFTER THIS DERANGEMENT, NOT REALIZING THEIR MADNESS BUT THINKING THEY ARE WISE. THEY…THEIR BODY...THEIR HEARTS TURNING TO THEMSELVES AND THEIR THOUGHTS BEING ON THEIR AFFAIRS. BUT FIRE WILL CONSUME THEM." THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID, "MASTER, WHAT CAN ONE CAST DOWN TO THEM DO? I AM VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THEM, FOR MANY OPPOSE THEM." THE SAVIOR ANSWERED AND SAID, "HOW DOES IT LOOK TO YOU?" JUDAS, WHO IS CALLED THOMAS, SAID, "MASTER, YOU SHOULD SPEAK AND I SHOULD LISTEN." THE SAVIOR ANSWERED, "LISTEN TO WHAT I TELL YOU AND BELIEVE THE TRUTH. WHAT SOWS AND WHAT, IS SOWN WILL PASS AWAY IN THEIR FIRE, IN FIRE AND WATER, AND WILL BE HIDDEN IN TOMBS OF DARKNESS. AND AFTER A LONG TIME, THE [SEXUAL] FRUIT OF EVIL TREES WILL APPEAR AND BE PUNISHED AND SLAIN IN THE MOUTHS OF ANIMALS AND PEOPLE THROUGH THE AGENCY OF THE RAINS, THE WINDS, THE AIR, AND THE LIGHT SHINING ABOVE." THOMAS ANSWERED, "YOU HAVE CERTAINLY CONVINCED US, MASTER. WE PERCEIVE IN OUR HEARTS, IT IS CLEARLY SO, AND YOUR WORD IS NOT MEAGER. BUT THESE SAYINGS THAT YOU TELL US ARE LAUGHABLE AND RIDICULOUS TO THE WORLD, SINCE THEY ARE NOT UNDERSTOOD. HOW CAN WE GO FORTH AND PREACH THEM WHEN WE ARE NOT RESPECTED IN THE WORLD?" 
JESUS PREACHES ABOUT JUDGMENT
THE SAVIOR ANSWERED AND SAID, "I TELL YOU THE TRUTH, WHOEVER LISTENS TO YOUR WORD AND TURNS AWAY OR SNEERS AT IT OR SMIRKS AT THESE THINGS, THAT PERSON WILL BE HANDED OVER TO THE RULER WHO IS ON HIGH, WHO RULES AS KING OVER ALL THE POWERS, AND THE RULER WILL MAKE HIM TURN AWAY AND CAST HIM DOWN FROM ON HIGH INTO THE ABYSS, AND HE WILL BE IMPRISONED IN A CRAMPED, DARK PLACE. SO, HE CANNOT TURN OR MOVE BECAUSE OF THE GREAT DEPTH OF TARTAROS AND THE BURDENSOME BITTERNESS OF HADES. WHOEVER RELIES ON WHAT IS BROUGHT TO HIM WILL NOT BE FORGIVEN HIS MADNESS, BUT WILL BE JUDGED. WHOEVER HAS PERSECUTED YOU WILL BE HANDED OVER TO THE ANGEL TARTAROUCHOS, WHO HAS FLAMING FIRE THAT PURSUES THEM, AND FIERY WHIPS THAT SPEW FORTH SPARKS INTO THE FACE OF ONE WHO IS PURSUED. IF HE FLEES TO THE WEST, HE FINDS FIRE. IF HE TURNS SOUTH, HE FINDS IT THERE AS WELL. IF HE TURNS NORTH, THE THREAT OF ERUPTING FIRE MEETS HIM AGAIN. NOR CAN HE FIND THE WAY TO THE EAST, TO FLEE THERE AND BE SAVED, FOR HE DID NOT FIND IT WHILE EMBODIED SO AS TO FIND IT ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT." 
SHAME ON YOU
THEN THE SAVIOR CONTINUED AND SAID, "SHAME ON YOU, GODLESS PEOPLE [ATHEISTS], WHO HAVE NO HOPE, WHO ARE SECURE IN THINGS THAT WILL NOT HAPPEN. "SHAME ON YOU WHO HOPE IN THE FLESH AND IN THE PRISON THAT WILL PERISH. HOW LONG WILL YOU SLEEP AND THINK THAT WHAT IS IMPERISHABLE WILL ALSO PERISH? YOUR HOPE IS BASED UPON THE WORLD, AND YOUR GOD IS THIS PRESENT LIFE. YOU ARE DESTROYING YOUR SOULS. "SHAME ON YOU WITH THE FIRE THAT BURNS WITHIN YOU. IT IS INSATIABLE. "SHAME ON YOU BECAUSE OF THE WHEEL THAT TURNS IN YOUR MINDS. "SHAME ON YOU BECAUSE OF THE SMOLDERING IN YOU. IT WILL DEVOUR YOUR FLESH VISIBLY, TEAR YOUR SOULS SECRETLY, AND PREPARE YOU FOR EACH OTHER. "SHAME ON YOU, PRISONERS, FOR YOU ARE BOUND IN CAVES. YOU LAUGH, YOU REJOICE IN MAD LAUGHTER. YOU DO NOT PERCEIVE YOUR DESTRUCTION. NEITHER DO YOU PERCEIVE YOUR PLIGHT, NOR HAVE YOU UNDERSTOOD THAT YOU ARE IN DARKNESS AND DEATH. RATHER, YOU ARE DRUNK WITH FIRE AND FULL OF BITTERNESS. YOUR HEARTS ARE DERANGED BECAUSE OF THE SMOLDERING THAT IS WITHIN YOU, AND YOU DELIGHT IN YOUR ENEMIES' POISON AND BLOWS. DARKNESS HAS RISEN IN YOU LIKE LIGHT, FOR YOU HAVE SURRENDERED YOUR FREEDOM TO SLAVERY. YOU HAVE DARKENED YOUR HEARTS. YOU HAVE GIVEN IN TO FOOLISHNESS, AND YOU HAVE FILLED YOUR MINDS WITH THE SMOKE OF THE FIRE WITHIN. AND YOUR LIGHT HAS BEEN HIDDEN BY THE DARK CLOUD. YOU [SEXUALLY] LOVE THE GARMENT THAT YOU WEAR, ALTHOUGH IT IS FILTHY, AND YOU ARE GRIPPED BY NONEXISTENT HOPE. YOU HAVE BELIEVED IN WHAT YOU DO NOT KNOW. YOU ALL LIVE IN [SEXUAL] BONDAGE BUT PRIDE YOURSELVES IN YOUR FREEDOM. YOU HAVE BAPTIZED YOUR SOULS IN THE WATER OF DARKNESS. YOU HAVE PURSUED YOUR OWN [SEXUAL] WISHES. "SHAME ON YOU WHO ARE IN [SEXUAL] ERROR, NOT SEEING THAT THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, WHICH JUDGES THE UNIVERSE AND LOOKS DOWN ON THE UNIVERSE, WILL ENCIRCLE EVERYTHING TO MAKE SLAVES OF THE ENEMIES. NOR DO YOU PERCEIVE HOW THE MOON LOOKS DOWN NIGHT AND DAY, SEEING THE BODIES OF YOUR SLAUGHTERS. "SHAME ON YOU WHO [SEXUALLY] LOVE [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE AND FILTHY ASSOCIATION WITH THE FEMALE. "SHAME ON YOU BECAUSE OF THE POWERS OF YOUR BODIES, FOR THEY WILL MISTREAT YOU. "SHAME ON YOU BECAUSE OF THE [SEXUAL] ACTIONS OF THE EVIL DEMONS. "SHAME ON YOU WHO ENTICE YOUR LIMBS WITH FIRE. WHO WILL SPRINKLE A RESTFUL DEW ON YOU, TO EXTINGUISH THE MANY FIRES WITHIN YOU, AND YOUR BURNING? WHO WILL SHINE THE SUN ON YOU, TO DISPEL DARKNESS IN YOU, AND HIDE DARKNESS AND FILTHY WATER? "THE SUN AND THE MOON WILL GIVE A FRAGRANT AROMA TO YOU AND THE AIR, THE SPIRIT [FIRE], THE EARTH, AND THE WATER. IF THE SUN DOES NOT SHINE UPON THESE BODIES, THEY WILL [SEXUALLY] ROT AND PERISH JUST LIKE WEED OR GRASS. IF THE SUN SHINES ON IT, IT GROWS STRONG AND CHOKES THE GRAPEVINE. BUT IF THE GRAPEVINE BECOMES STRONG AND CASTS ITS SHADOW OVER THE WEEDS AND ALL THE REST OF THE BRUSH GROWING WITH IT, AND SPREADS AND FILLS OUT, IT ALONE INHERITS THE LAND WHERE IT GROWS, AND DOMINATES WHEREVER IT HAS CAST ITS SHADOW. SO, WHEN IT GROWS, IT DOMINATES THE WHOLE LAND, AND IT IS PRODUCTIVE FOR ITS MASTER AND PLEASES HIM GREATLY. HE WOULD HAVE LABORED PAINFULLY TO PULL OUT WEEDS, BUT THE GRAPEVINE BY ITSELF HAS DISPOSED OF THEM AND CHOKED THEM, AND THEY HAVE DIED AND HAVE BECOME LIKE EARTH." THEN JESUS CONTINUED AND SAID TO THEM, "SHAME ON YOU, FOR YOU HAVE NOT ACCEPTED THE TEACHING, AND THOSE WHO WISH TO ACCEPT IT WILL SUFFER WHEN THEY PREACH. YOU WILL PERSECUTE THEM, BUT YOU WILL RUSH INTO YOUR OWN TRAPS. YOU WILL CAST THEM DOWN TO THE LIONS AND PUT THEM TO DEATH, DAILY, BUT THEY WILL RISE FROM DEATH."
BLESSINGS ON YOU
"BLESSINGS ON YOU WHO UNDERSTAND BEFOREHAND [SEXUAL] TEMPTATIONS AND FLEE FROM THINGS THAT ARE ALIEN. "BLESSINGS ON YOU WHO ARE MOCKED AND ARE NOT RESPECTED BECAUSE OF YOUR MASTER'S [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR YOU. "BLESSINGS ON YOU WHO WEEP AND ARE OPPRESSED BY THOSE WHO HAVE NO HOPE, FOR YOU WILL BE RELEASED FROM ALL [SEXUAL] BONDAGE. "WATCH AND PRAY THAT YOU MAY NOT COME TO BE IN THE FLESH, BUT THAT YOU MAY LEAVE THE [SEXUAL] BONDAGE OF THE BITTERNESS OF THIS LIFE. AND WHEN YOU PRAY, YOU WILL FIND REST, FOR YOU HAVE LEFT PAIN AND REPROACH BEHIND. WHEN YOU LEAVE THE PAINS AND THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS OF THE BODY, YOU WILL RECEIVE REST FROM THE GOOD ONE. YOU WILL REIGN WITH THE KING, YOU UNITED WITH HIM AND HE WITH YOU, FROM NOW ON AND FOREVER. AMEN."
ADDITIONAL HOLY SCRIPTURE OF GNOSTIC WISDOM

THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON THE EXEGESIS ON THE SOUL
VIRGINITY AND DEFILEMENT
SAGES GAVE THE SOUL A FEMININE NAME. IN NATURE SHE IS ALSO FEMININE. SHE EVEN HAS A WOMB. WHILE SHE WAS ALONE WITH HER FATHER, SHE WAS A VIRGIN AND IN AN ANDROGYNOUS FORM. WHEN SHE FELL DOWN INTO A BODY AND ENTERED THIS LIFE, THEN SHE FELL INTO THE HANDS OF THIEVES. WANTON MEN PASSED HER FROM ONE TO THE OTHER, USED HER, SOME BY FORCE, OTHERS BY [SEXUALLY] SEDUCING HER WITH A GIFT. THEY [SEXUALLY] DEFILED HER AND TOOK HER [SEXLESS] VIRGINITY FROM HER. IN HER BODY SHE BECAME A WHORE AND GAVE HERSELF TO EVERYONE, SEEING EACH ONE SHE HUGGED AS A HUSBAND. AFTER SHE LET HERSELF BE TAKEN BY LECHEROUS [OFFENSIVE SEXUAL DESIRE], UNFAITHFUL ADULTERERS, SHE SIGHED DEEPLY AND REPENTED. BUT EVEN WHEN SHE TURNED HER FACE FROM THE ADULTERERS, SHE RAN TO OTHERS, AND THEY COMPELLED HER TO LIVE WITH THEM AND MAKE [SEXUAL] LOVE WITH THEM ON THEIR BEDS AS IF THEY WERE HER MASTERS. THEN, OUT OF SHAME, SHE NO LONGER DARED LEAVE THEM, WHILE THEY DOUBLE-CROSSED HER, PRETENDING TO BE FAITHFUL, TRUE HUSBANDS, AS IF THEY RESPECTED HER. AFTER ALL THESE ACTS, THEY TOOK OFF, ABANDONING HER. SHE BECAME A POOR DESOLATE WIDOW, HELPLESS. IN HER AFFLICTION SHE HAD NO FOOD. FROM THEM SHE HAD GATHERED NOTHING BUT THE [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENTS WHEN THEY COUPLED WITH HER. HER OFFSPRING FROM THE ADULTERERS ARE MUTE, BLIND, AND SICKLY. THEY ARE DISTURBED. BUT WHEN HER FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS ABOVE LOOKED DOWN ON HER AND SAW HER SIGHING, SUFFERING AND IN DISGRACE, AND REPENTING OF HER PROSTITUTION, THEN SHE BEGAN TO CALL ON HIM FOR HELP WITH ALL HER HEART, SAYING, "SAVE ME, MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. LOOK, I WILL REPORT TO YOU, FOR I LEFT MY HOUSE AND FLED FROM MY WOMAN'S QUARTERS. RESTORE ME TO YOURSELF." WHEN HE SAW HER IN THIS STATE, HE THOUGHT HER WORTHY OF HIS MERCY. SHE HAD MANY [SEXLESSLY] AFFLICTIONS FOR HAVING ABANDONED HER HOUSE. 
THE PROSTITUTION OF THE SOUL
CONCERNING THE PROSTITUTION OF THE SOUL, THE HOLY SPIRIT PROPHESIES IN DIVERSE PLACES. THE PROPHET JEREMIAH SAID, IF A MAN DIVORCES HIS WIFE, AND SHE LEAVES HIM AND TAKES ANOTHER MAN, CAN SHE EVER GO BACK TO HIM? HAS SUCH A WOMAN NOT UTTERLY [SEXUALLY] DEFILED HERSELF? "YOU HAVE WHORED WITH MANY SHEPHERDS AND YOU RETURNED TO ME," SAID THE LORD. "LIFT UP YOUR EYES AND SEE WHERE YOU WENT WHORING. WERE YOU NOT SITTING IN THE STREETS [SEXUALLY] DEFILING THE LAND WITH YOUR WHORING AND [SEXUAL] VICES? AND YOU TOOK MANY SHEPHERDS FOR A WAY OF [SEXUAL] STUMBLING. YOU WERE SHAMELESS WITH EVERYONE. YOU DID NOT CALL ON ME AS A COMPANION OR FATHER [STEPHEN] OR AUTHOR OF YOUR [SEXLESS] VIRGINITY." IT IS ALSO WRITTEN IN THE PROPHET HOSEA, COME, GO BEFORE THE [SEXLESS] LAW WITH YOUR MOTHER, FOR SHE IS NOT TO BE MY WIFE NOR I HER HUSBAND. I SHALL REMOVE HER WHORING FROM MY PRESENCE AND HER ADULTERY FROM BETWEEN HER BREASTS. I SHALL MAKE HER NAKED AS ON THE DAY SHE WAS BORN, AND DESOLATE LIKE A WATERLESS LAND. I SHALL MAKE HER CHILDLESS AND LONG FOR CHILDREN. I SHALL SHOW HER CHILDREN NO PITY, FOR THEY ARE CHILDREN OF PROSTITUTION, THEIR MOTHER HAVING WHORED AND SHAMED HER CHILDREN. SHE SAID, "I SHALL BE A WHORE TO MY [SEXUAL] LOVERS. THEY GAVE ME MY BREAD AND WATER AND GARMENTS AND CLOTHES AND WINE AND OIL AND EVERYTHING I NEEDED." LOOK, I SHALL SHUT THEM UP SO THAT SHE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO CHASE AFTER HER ADULTERERS. WHEN SHE SEEKS THEM AND DOESN'T FIND THEM, SHE WILL SAY, "I WILL GO BACK TO MY FORMER HUSBAND, FOR THEN I WAS HAPPIER THAN NOW." AGAIN, IN EZEKIEL HE SAID, IT HAPPENED THAT AFTER MUCH [SEXUAL] DEPRAVITY, THE LORD SAID, "YOU BUILT YOURSELF A [SEXUAL] BROTHEL AND MADE YOURSELF A BEAUTIFUL PLACE IN THE STREETS. YOU BUILT WHOREHOUSES IN EVERY ALLEY AND YOU WASTED YOUR BEAUTY, YOU SPREAD YOUR LEGS IN EVERY ALLEY, AND MULTIPLIED YOUR ACTS OF PROSTITUTION. YOU WERE A WHORE FOR THE SONS OF EGYPT, THOSE WHO ARE YOUR NEIGHBORS, MEN GREAT OF FLESH." BUT WHAT DOES "THE SONS OF EGYPT, MEN GREAT OF FLESH" SIGNIFY, IF NOT THE DOMAIN OF THE FLESH AND THE PERCEPTIBLE REALM AND THE AFFAIRS OF THE EARTH BY WHICH THE SOUL IS [SEXUALLY] DEFILED HERE, RECEIVING BREAD FROM THEM AS WELL AS WINE, OIL, CLOTHING, AND THE OTHER EXTERNAL NONSENSE [BULLSHIT] SURROUNDING THE BODY—WHOSE THINGS SHE THINKS SHE NEEDS? BUT AS TO THIS WHORING, THE MESSENGERS OF THE SAVIOR COMMANDED, "GUARD AND [SEXLESSLY] PURIFY YOURSELF AGAINST IT," AND NOT JUST THE BODY'S PROSTITUTION BUT ESPECIALLY, THE SOULS. THAT IS WHY THE MESSENGERS WRITE TO THE CHURCHES OF GOD THAT SUCH WHORING MIGHT NOT GO ON HERE. YET THE GREATEST STRUGGLE IS THE PROSTITUTION OF THE SOUL. FROM IT COMES THE PROSTITUTION OF THE BODY. SO, PAUL, WRITING TO THE CORINTHIANS, SAID, I WROTE IN MY LETTER, "DO NOT ASSOCIATE WITH WHORES," MEANING NOT THE WHORES OF THE WORLD OR THE GREEDY OR THIEVES OR IDOL WORSHIPERS, SINCE THEN YOU WOULD HAVE TO LEAVE THE WORLD. HERE HE IS SPEAKING SPIRITUALLY: OUR STRUGGLE IS NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD—AS HE SAID—BUT AGAINST THE WORLD [SEXUAL] RULERS OF THIS DARKNESS AND THE SPIRITS OF [SEXUAL] EVIL. 
BAPTISM OF THE SOUL
AS LONG AS THE SOUL GOES ON RUNNING AROUND EVERYWHERE SLEEPING WITH WHOMEVER SHE MEETS AND [SEXUALLY] DEFILING HERSELF, SHE WILL SUFFER HER DESERVED PUNISHMENT. BUT WHEN SHE PERCEIVES THE TROUBLES SHE IS IN, WEEPS BEFORE THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND REPENTS, THEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL PITY HER AND MAKE HER WOMB TURN FROM THE [SEXUALLY] EXTERNAL AND TURN [SEXLESSLY] INWARD AGAIN, AND SHE WILL RECOVER HER PROPER [SEXLESS] CHARACTER. IT IS NOT LIKE THIS FOR A WOMAN. THE BODY'S WOMB IS INSIDE THE BODY LIKE THE OTHER INTERNAL ORGANS, BUT THE SOUL'S WOMB IS TURNED TO THE OUTSIDE LIKE THE MALE GENITALIA, WHICH ARE EXTERNAL. THEREFORE, WHEN THE WOMB OF THE SOUL, BY THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] WILL, TURNS ITSELF INWARD, SHE IS BAPTIZED AND IMMEDIATELY CLEANSED OF EXTERNAL [SEXUAL] POLLUTION FORCED UPON HER, JUST AS DIRTY CLOTHING IS SOAKED IN WATER AND STIRRED UNTIL THE DIRT IS REMOVED AND IT IS CLEAN. SO, THE [SEXLESSLY] CLEANSING OF THE SOUL IS TO RECOVER THE FRESHNESS OF HER FORMER [SEXLESS] NATURE AND TO BECOME AS SHE WAS. THAT IS HER BAPTISM. THEN SHE WILL BEGIN TO RAGE AT HERSELF LIKE A WOMAN IN LABOR, WRITHING AND SCREAMING IN THE HOUR OF DELIVERY. BUT SINCE SHE IS FEMALE, SHE IS POWERLESS BY HERSELF TO INSEMINATE A CHILD. SO, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SENT HER FROM HEAVEN HER MAN, HER BROTHER, THE FIRSTBORN. THE BRIDEGROOM CAME DOWN TO THE BRIDE. SHE GAVE UP HER FORMER WHORING AND [SEXLESSLY] CLEANSED HERSELF OF THE [SEXUAL] POLLUTION OF ADULTERERS, AND SHE WAS RENEWED TO BE A BRIDE. SHE [SEXLESSLY] CLEANSED HERSELF IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. SHE FILLED IT WITH PERFUME AND SAT THERE WAITING FOR THE TRUE GROOM. SHE NO LONGER GOES ABOUT THE MARKETPLACE, [SEXUALLY] COPULATING [HAVING SEXUAL INTERCOURSE] WITH WHOMEVER SHE [SEXUALLY] DESIRES, BUT SHE WAITS FOR HIM, SAYING, "WHEN WILL HE COME?" AND SHE FEARED HIM, NOT KNOWING WHAT HE LOOKED LIKE. SHE NO LONGER REMEMBERS, SINCE SHE FELL FROM HER FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] HOUSE LONG AGO. SHE DREAMED OF HIM, BY THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] WILL, LIKE A WOMAN IN [SEXLESS] LOVE WITH A MAN. 
THE MARRIAGE
THEN, BY THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE BRIDEGROOM CAME DOWN TO HER IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER, WHICH HAD BEEN PREPARED. AND HE DECORATED THE CHAMBER. THIS MARRIAGE IS NOT LIKE CARNAL [SEXUAL] MARRIAGE, IN WHICH THOSE WHO MAKE [SEXLESS] LOVE WITH EACH OTHER BECOME SATIATED [SATISFIED] IN THEIR [SEXLESS] LOVEMAKING. AND AS IF IT WERE A BURDEN, THEY LEAVE BEHIND THE ANNOYANCE OF PHYSICAL [SEXUAL] DESIRE. THEY TURN THEIR FACES FROM EACH OTHER. IN THIS MARRIAGE ONCE THEY JOIN, THEY BECOME A SINGLE LIFE. AS THE PROPHET SAID ABOUT THE FIRST MAN AND WOMAN, THEY WILL BECOME A SINGLE [SEXLESS] FLESH. THEY WERE ORIGINALLY JOINED TO EACH OTHER WHEN THEY WERE WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], BEFORE THE WOMAN LED THE MAN [SEXUALLY] ASTRAY, WHO IS HER BROTHER. THIS MARRIAGE BRINGS THEM TOGETHER AGAIN, AND THE SOUL JOINS HER TRUE [SEXLESS] LOVE AND REAL MASTER, AS THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURES TELL US THE WOMAN'S MASTER IS HER HUSBAND. THEN GRADUALLY SHE RECOGNIZED HIM AND WAS AGAIN HAPPY, WEEPING BEFORE HIM AS SHE REMEMBERED THE DISGRACE OF HER FORMER WIDOWHOOD. SHE ADORNED HERSELF ABUNDANTLY SO HE MIGHT BE PLEASED TO STAY WITH HER. AND THE PROPHET SAID IN THE PSALMS, HEAR, MY DAUGHTER, AND SEE ME AND BEND YOUR EAR, AND FORGET YOUR PEOPLE AND YOUR FATHER'S HOUSE, FOR THE KING HAS [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED YOUR BEAUTY, AND HE IS YOUR LORD. HE HAS HER TURN HER FACE FROM HER PEOPLE AND THE [SEXUAL] GANG OF HER ADULTERERS WITH WHOM SHE HAD [SEXUALLY] MINGLED, TO DEVOTE HERSELF NOW TO HER KING, HER REAL LORD, AND TO FORGET THE HOUSE OF THE EARTHLY FATHER WITH WHOM THINGS WERE BAD FOR HER, AND REMEMBER HER FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN. SO, ABRAHAM WAS TOLD, LEAVE YOUR COUNTRY AND KIN AND YOUR FATHER'S HOUSE [ACTS 7:3]. 
[SEXLESS] REGENERATION OF THE SOUL
WHEN THE SOUL HAD ADORNED HERSELF AGAIN IN HER BEAUTY, SHE ENJOYED HER BELOVED. HE ALSO [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HER. AND WHEN THEY MADE [SEXLESS] LOVE, SHE GOT FROM HIM THE SEED WHICH IS THE LIFE-GIVING SPIRIT. BY HIM SHE HAS GOOD CHILDREN AND BRINGS THEM UP. SUCH IS THE GREAT AND PERFECT MARVEL OF BIRTH. THIS MARRIAGE IS MADE PERFECT BY THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. NOW, IT IS RIGHT THAT THE SOUL BE REGENERATED AND BE AS SHE FORMERLY WAS. THE SOUL STIRRED. HER DIVINE NATURE AND HER REJUVENATION CAME FROM HER FATHER [STEPHEN] SO SHE MIGHT RETURN TO WHERE SHE WAS BEFORE. THIS IS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD. THIS IS RANSOM FROM CAPTIVITY. THIS IS THE ASCENT TO HEAVEN. THIS IS THE [SEXLESS] ASCENT TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. AS THE PROPHET SAID, PRAISE THE LORD, O MY SOUL AND ALL WITHIN ME, PRAISE HIS HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. O MY SOUL, PRAISE GOD, WHO FORGAVE ALL YOUR [NON-SEXUAL] SINS, WHO HEALED ALL YOUR SICKNESSES, WHO RANSOMED YOUR LIFE FROM DEATH, WHO CROWNED YOU WITH MERCY, WHO SATISFIES YOUR LONGING FOR GOOD THINGS. YOUR YOUTH WILL BE RENEWED LIKE THE EAGLE'S. WHEN SHE BECOMES YOUNG AGAIN, SHE WILL RISE, PRAISING THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND HER BROTHER WHO RESCUED HER. THROUGH REBIRTH THE SOUL WILL BE SAVED. AND SALVATION WILL NOT BE BECAUSE OF ROTE PHRASES OR PROFESSIONAL SKILLS OR LEARNED BOOKS. RATHER, IT WILL COME FROM THE GRACE AND [SEXLESS] GIFT OF THE MERCIFUL GOD. SUCH IS THE HEAVENLY WAY. SO, THE SAVIOR CRIES OUT, NO ONE CAN COME UNLESS MY FATHER [STEPHEN] DRAWS HIM AND BRINGS HIM TO ME. I MYSELF WILL RAISE HIM ON THE LAST DAY. 
PRAYING FROM THE SOUL
SO, IT IS RIGHT TO [SEXLESSLY] PRAY TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND TO CALL ON HIM WITH OUR SOUL—NOT EXTERNALLY WITH OUR LIPS BUT WITH THE SPIRIT, WHICH IS INSIDE AND COMES FROM THE DEPTHS, SIGHING, REPENTING FOR THE LIFE WE LED, CONFESSING [SEXUAL] SINS, RECOGNIZING THE DECEPTION WE WERE IN AS SHALLOW; PERCEIVING THE EMPTY ZEAL; WEEPING OVER HOW WE LIVED IN DARKNESS AND IN THE WAVE; MOURNING FOR WHAT WE WERE SO THAT HE MIGHT PITY US; HATING OURSELVES FOR WHAT WE STILL ARE. THE SAVIOR SAID, BLESSINGS ON THOSE WHO MOURN, FOR THEY WILL BE PITIED. BLESSINGS ON THE HUNGRY, FOR THEY WILL BE FILLED. AND HE SAID, IF ONE DOES NOT HATE ONE'S OWN SOUL, ONE CANNOT FOLLOW ME. THE BEGINNING OF SALVATION IS [TRUE] REPENTANCE. SO, IT SAYS, AND [TRUE] REPENTANCE OCCURS IN DISTRESS AND SORROW. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS GOOD AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVES HUMANKIND, AND HEARS THE SOUL THAT CALLS HIM AND SENDS HER THE LIGHT OF SALVATION. THROUGH THE SPIRIT TO THE PROPHET HE SAYS, SAY TO THE CHILDREN OF MY PEOPLE, "IF YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS EXTEND FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN, IF THEY BECOME RED LIKE SCARLET AND BLACKER THAN SACKCLOTH, AND IF YOU RETURN TO ME WITH ALL YOUR SOUL AND SAY TO ME, 'MY FATHER [STEPHEN],' I WILL CARE FOR YOU AS FOR A HOLY PEOPLE." AGAIN ELSEWHERE, SO, THE LORD, THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, SAYS, "IF YOU RETURN AND SIGH, THEN YOU WILL BE SAVED AND WILL KNOW WHERE YOU WERE WHEN YOU TRUSTED WHAT IS SHALLOW." AND AGAIN, JERUSALEM WEPT PROFUSELY, SAYING, "PITY ME." HE WILL HAVE PITY AT THE SOUND OF YOUR LAMENTATION. AND WHEN HE SAW, HE CARED FOR YOU. AND THE LORD WILL GIVE YOU THE [SEXLESS] BREAD OF AFFLICTION AND [SEXLESS] WATER OF OPPRESSION. FROM NOW ON THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] DECEIVE WILL NOT GO NEAR YOU. YOUR EYE WILL SPOT THOSE WHO WOULD [SEXUALLY] DECEIVE YOU. 
THE REPENTANCE OF ODYSSEUS AND HELEN
SO, IT IS RIGHT TO PRAY TO GOD NIGHT AND DAY, EXTENDING OUR HANDS TOWARD HIM AS DO PEOPLE SAILING IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SEA. THEY PRAY TO GOD WITH ALL THEIR HEART AND WITHOUT HYPOCRISY. THOSE WHO PRAY HYPOCRITICALLY FOOL ONLY THEMSELVES. YES, IT IS TO KNOW WHO WORTHY OF SALVATION THAT GOD EXAMINES OUR INNER SELVES AND THE BOTTOM OF OUR HEART. NO ONE IS WORTHY OF SALVATION WHO STILL [SEXUALLY] LOVES THE PLACE OF [SEXUAL] DECEPTION. SO, THE POET WRITES, ODYSSEUS SAT ON THE ISLAND WEEPING AND GRIEVING AND TURNING HIS FACE FROM THE WORDS OF CALYPSO AND FROM HER [SEXUAL] TRICKS, WHILE LONGING TO SEE HIS VILLAGE AND SMOKE COMING FORTH FROM IT. HAD HE NOT RECEIVED HELP FROM HEAVEN, HE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO RETURN TO HIS VILLAGE. AGAIN, HELEN SAYS, MY, HEART TURNED AWAY FROM MYSELF. I WANT TO RETURN TO MY OWN HOUSE. SHE SIGHED, SAYING,
APHRODITE [SEXUALLY] DECEIVED ME AND BROUGHT ME OUT OF MY VILLAGE. MY ONLY DAUGHTER I LEFT BEHIND ME AS WELL AS MY GOOD, UNDERSTANDING, AND HANDSOME HUSBAND. WHEN THE SOUL LEAVES HER PERFECT HUSBAND BECAUSE OF THE [SEXUAL] TREACHERY OF APHRODITE, WHO EXISTS HERE IN THE ACT OF CONCEPTION, THEN THE SOUL WILL SUFFER [SEXUAL] HARM. BUT IF SHE SIGHS AND REPENTS, SHE WILL BE RESTORED TO HER HOUSE. 
THE REPENTANCE OF ISRAEL
ISRAEL SURELY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN VISITED BY GOD AND BROUGHT OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT AND THE HOUSE OF BONDAGE IF IT HAD NOT SIGHED TO GOD AND WEPT ABOUT ITS [SEXUALLY] OPPRESSIVE LABORS. AGAIN, IN THE PSALMS IT IS WRITTEN, I WAS GREATLY TROUBLED IN MY GROANING. I WILL BATHE MY BED AND MY COVER EACH NIGHT WITH MY TEARS. I HAVE BECOME OLD IN THE MIDST OF ALL MY ENEMIES. DEPART FROM ME, ALL YOU WHO WORK AT [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS, FOR LOOK, THE LORD HAS HEARD THE CRY OF MY WEEPING AND THE LORD HAS HEARD MY PRAYER. IF WE REPENT, TRULY GOD WILL HEED US, HE WHO IS LONGSUFFERING AND ABUNDANTLY MERCIFUL, TO WHOM BE GLORY FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN. 

THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON THE ORIGIN OF THE WORLD
BEFORE THE BEGINNING
SINCE EVERYONE—THE GODS OF THE WORLD AND PEOPLE—SAYS THAT NOTHING EXISTED PRIOR TO CHAOS, I SHALL DEMONSTRATE THAT THEY ALL ARE MISTAKEN, SINCE THEY DO NOT KNOW THE ORIGIN OF CHAOS AND ITS ROOT. HERE IS THE DEMONSTRATION. HOW AGREEABLE IT IS TO ALL PEOPLE TO SAY THAT CHAOS IS DARKNESS! BUT ACTUALLY, CHAOS COMES FROM A SHADOW THAT HAS BEEN CALLED DARKNESS. THE SHADOW COMES FROM SOMETHING EXISTING FROM THE BEGINNING. SO, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT SOMETHING IN THE BEGINNING EXISTED BEFORE CHAOS CAME INTO BEING, AND THAT CHAOS CAME AFTER WHAT WAS IN THE BEGINNING. NOW LET US CONSIDER THE FACTS OF THE MATTER, AND IN PARTICULAR WHAT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, FROM WHICH CHAOS CAME. IN THIS WAY THE TRUTH WILL BE CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED. 
BIRTH OF SOPHIA AND THE FORCES OF DARKNESS
AFTER THE [SEXLESS] NATURE OF THE IMMORTALS WAS COMPLETED OUT OF THE INFINITE ONE, THEN A LIKENESS CALLED SOPHIA FLOWED OUT OF PISTIS, WITH THE WISH THAT SOMETHING SHOULD COME INTO BEING LIKE THE LIGHT THAT FIRST EXISTED. IMMEDIATELY HER WISH APPEARED AS A HEAVENLY LIKENESS WITH AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE GREATNESS. THIS CAME BETWEEN THE IMMORTALS AND THOSE WHO CAME INTO BEING AFTER THEM, LIKE WHAT IS ABOVE. IT WAS A VEIL SEPARATING PEOPLE FROM THE THINGS ABOVE. NOW, THE ETERNAL REALM OF TRUTH HAS NO SHADOW WITHIN IT BECAUSE THE IMMEASURABLE LIGHT IS EVERYWHERE WITHIN IT. OUTSIDE IT, HOWEVER, IS A SHADOW, AND IT WAS CALLED DARKNESS. FROM IT APPEARED A POWER OVER THE DARKNESS. AND THE POWERS THAT CAME INTO BEING AFTERWARD CALLED THE SHADOW THE LIMITLESS CHAOS. FROM IT EVERY KIND OF DEITY WAS BROUGHT FORTH, ONE AFTER ANOTHER, ALONG WITH THE WHOLE PLACE. CONSEQUENTLY, THE SHADOW TOO IS SUBSEQUENT TO WHAT WAS IN THE BEGINNING. THE SHADOW APPEARED IN THE ABYSS, WHICH IS DERIVED FROM PISTIS, WHOM WE HAVE MENTIONED. THE SHADOW PERCEIVED THAT THERE WAS ONE STRONGER THAN IT. IT WAS JEALOUS, AND WHEN IT BECAME SELF-IMPREGNATED, IT IMMEDIATELY BORE ENVY. SINCE THAT DAY THE PRINCIPLE OF ENVY HAS APPEARED IN ALL OF THE AEONS AND THEIR WORLDS. BUT ENVY WAS FOUND TO BE AN ABORTED FETUS WITHOUT ANY SPIRIT IN IT. IT BECAME LIKE THE SHADOWS IN A GREAT WATERY SUBSTANCE. THEN THE BITTER WRATH THAT CAME INTO BEING FROM THE SHADOW WAS CAST INTO A REGION OF CHAOS. SINCE THAT DAY A WATERY SUBSTANCE HAS APPEARED. WHAT WAS ENCLOSED IN THE SHADOW FLOWED FORTH, APPEARING IN CHAOS. JUST AS ALL THE USELESS AFTERBIRTH OF ONE WHO BEARS A LITTLE CHILD FALLS, LIKEWISE THE MATTER THAT CAME INTO BEING FROM THE SHADOW WAS CAST ASIDE. MATTER DID NOT COME OUT OF CHAOS, BUT IT WAS IN CHAOS, EXISTING IN A PART OF IT. 
YALDABAOTH ESTABLISHES HIS RULE
NOW, AFTER THESE THINGS HAPPENED, PISTIS CAME AND APPEARED OVER THE MATTER OF CHAOS, WHICH WAS CAST OFF LIKE AN ABORTED FETUS, SINCE THERE WAS NO SPIRIT IN IT. FOR ALL OF THAT IS A BOUNDLESS DARKNESS AND WATER OF UNFATHOMABLE DEPTH. AND WHEN PISTIS SAW WHAT CAME INTO BEING FROM HER DEFICIENCY, SHE WAS DISTURBED. AND THE DISTURBANCE APPEARED AS SOMETHING FRIGHTFUL, AND IT FLED TO HER IN THE CHAOS. SHE TURNED TO IT AND BREATHED INTO ITS FACE IN THE ABYSS, WHICH IS BENEATH ALL OF THE HEAVENS. NOW, WHEN PISTIS SOPHIA WANTED TO CAUSE THE THING THAT HAD NO SPIRIT TO BE FORMED INTO A LIKENESS AND RULE OVER MATTER AND OVER ALL ITS POWERS, A RULER FIRST APPEARED OUT OF THE WATERS, LIONLIKE IN APPEARANCE, ANDROGYNOUS, WITH GREAT AUTHORITY WITHIN HIMSELF BUT IGNORANT OF WHENCE HE CAME INTO BEING. WHEN PISTIS SOPHIA SAW HIM MOVING IN THE DEPTH OF THE WATERS, SHE SAID TO HIM, "YOUTH, PASS OVER HERE," WHICH IS INTERPRETED AS "YALDABAOTH." SINCE THAT DAY, THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF THE WORD THAT REFERRED TO THE GODS AND ANGELS AND PEOPLE HAS APPEARED. AND THE GODS AND ANGELS AND PEOPLE CONSTITUTE THAT WHICH CAME INTO BEING BY MEANS OF THE WORD. MOREOVER, THE RULER YALDABAOTH IS IGNORANT OF THE POWER OF PISTIS. HE DID NOT SEE HER FACE, BUT HE SAW IN THE WATER THE LIKENESS THAT SPOKE WITH HIM. AND FROM THAT VOICE HE CALLED HIMSELF YALDABAOTH. BUT THE PERFECT ONES CALL HIM ARIAEL BECAUSE HE WAS LIKE A LION. AND AFTER HE CAME TO POSSESS AUTHORITY OVER MATTER, PISTIS SOPHIA WITHDREW UP TO HER LIGHT. 
YALDABAOTH CREATES HEAVEN AND EARTH AND BEARS THREE SONS
WHEN THE RULER SAW HIS GREATNESS, HE SAW ONLY HIMSELF; HE SAW NOTHING ELSE, EXCEPT WATER AND DARKNESS. THEN HE THOUGHT THAT HE ALONE EXISTED. HIS THOUGHT WAS MADE COMPLETE BY MEANS OF THE WORD, AND IT APPEARED AS A SPIRIT MOVING TO AND FRO OVER THE WATERS. AND WHEN THAT SPIRIT APPEARED, THE RULER SEPARATED THE WATERY SUBSTANCE TO ONE REGION AND THE DRY SUBSTANCE TO ANOTHER REGION. FROM MATTER HE CREATED A DWELLING PLACE FOR HIMSELF AND CALLED IT HEAVEN. AND FROM MATTER THE RULER CREATED A FOOTSTOOL AND CALLED IT EARTH. AFTERWARD THE RULER THOUGHT, ACCORDING TO HIS [SEXLESS] NATURE, AND HE CREATED AN ANDROGYNOUS BEING BY MEANS OF THE WORD. HE OPENED HIS MOUTH AND COOED TO HIM. WHEN HIS EYES WERE OPENED, HE SAW HIS FATHER AND SAID TO HIM, "EEE." SO, HIS FATHER CALLED HIM YAO. AGAIN, HE CREATED THE SECOND SON AND COOED TO HIM. HE OPENED HIS EYES AND SAID TO HIS FATHER, "EH." SO, HIS FATHER CALLED HIM ELOAI. AGAIN, HE CREATED THE THIRD SON AND COOED TO HIM. HE OPENED HIS EYES AND SAID TO HIS FATHER, "ASSS." SO, HIS FATHER CALLED HIM ASTAPHAIOS. THESE ARE THE THREE SONS OF THEIR FATHER. 
THE SEVEN HEAVENS OF CHAOS
SEVEN APPEARED IN CHAOS AS ANDROGYNOUS BEINGS. THEY HAVE THEIR MASCULINE NAME AND THEIR FEMININE NAME. THE FEMININE NAME OF YALDABAOTH IS FORETHOUGHT SAMBATHAS, WHICH IS THE WEEK. HIS SON IS CALLED YAO, AND HIS FEMININE NAME IS LORDSHIP. SABAOTH'S FEMININE NAME IS DIVINITY. ADONAIOS'S FEMININE NAME IS KINGSHIP. ELOAIOS'S FEMININE NAME IS ENVY. ORAIOS'S FEMININE NAME IS WEALTH. ASTAPHAIOS'S FEMININE NAME IS SOPHIA. THESE ARE THE SEVEN POWERS OF THE SEVEN HEAVENS OF CHAOS. AND THEY CAME INTO BEING AS ANDROGYNOUS BEINGS ACCORDING TO THE IMMORTAL PATTERN THAT EXISTED BEFORE THEM AND IN ACCORD WITH THE WILL OF PISTIS, SO THAT THE LIKENESS OF WHAT EXISTED FROM THE FIRST MIGHT RULE UNTIL THE END. YOU WILL FIND THE FUNCTION OF THESE NAMES AND THE POWER OF THE MALES IN THE ARCHANGELIC BOOK OF MOSES THE PROPHET. BUT THE FEMININE NAMES ARE IN THE FIRST BOOK OF NORAIA. NOW SINCE THE CHIEF CREATOR YALDABAOTH HAD GREAT AUTHORITY, HE CREATED FOR EACH OF HIS SONS, BY MEANS OF THE WORD, BEAUTIFUL HEAVENS AS DWELLING PLACES, AND FOR EACH HEAVEN GREAT GLORIES, SEVEN TIMES EXQUISITE. EACH ONE HAS WITHIN HIS HEAVEN THRONES, DWELLING PLACES, AND TEMPLES, AS WELL AS CHARIOTS AND SPIRITUAL VIRGINS AND THEIR GLORIES, LOOKING UP TO AN INVISIBLE REALM, AND ALSO ARMIES OF DIVINE, LORDLY, ANGELIC, AND ARCHANGELIC POWERS, MYRIADS WITHOUT NUMBER, IN ORDER TO SERVE. THE REPORT CONCERNING THESE YOU WILL FIND ACCURATELY IN THE FIRST ACCOUNT OF NORAIA. NOW, THEY WERE COMPLETED IN THIS WAY UP TO THE SIXTH HEAVEN, THE ONE BELONGING TO SOPHIA. AND THE HEAVEN AND ITS EARTH WERE DISRUPTED BY THE TROUBLEMAKER, WHO WAS BENEATH ALL OF THEM. THE SIX HEAVENS TREMBLED, FOR THE POWERS OF CHAOS KNEW WHO IT WAS WHO DISTURBED THE HEAVEN BENEATH THEM. AND WHEN PISTIS KNEW OF THE HARM CAUSED BY THE TROUBLEMAKER, SHE BLEW HER BREATH, AND SHE BOUND HIM AND CAST HIM DOWN TO TARTAROS. 
THE BOASTING OF YALDABAOTH
SINCE THAT DAY, THE HEAVEN HAS BEEN CONSOLIDATED ALONG WITH ITS EARTH BY MEANS OF SOPHIA [WISDOM], THE DAUGHTER OF YALDABAOTH, WHO IS BENEATH THEM ALL. AFTER THE HEAVENS AND THEIR POWERS AND ALL OF THEIR GOVERNMENT SET THEMSELVES ARIGHT, THE CHIEF CREATOR EXALTED HIMSELF AND WAS GLORIFIED BY THE WHOLE ARMY OF ANGELS. AND ALL THE GODS AND THEIR ANGELS GAVE HIM PRAISE AND GLORY. AND HE REJOICED IN HIS HEART, AND HE BOASTED CONTINUALLY, SAYING TO THEM, "I DO NOT NEED ANYTHING. I AM GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT ME." BUT WHEN HE SAID THESE THINGS, HE [SEXUALLY] SINNED [THIS IS ETERNAL BULLSHIT BECAUSE THE LORD YALDABAOTH COMMITTED THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP, JUST LIKE EVERY SO-CALLED CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE THAT CALLS & SWEARS & NAMES THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AS POTTER CREATOR IN JOHN 8:58 BECAUSE THE TRUE LORD JESUS CHRIST IS THE TRUE CREATOR AGENT LORD ONLY & NEVER THE TRUE POTTER SUPREME CREATOR OF THE ENTIRE UNIVERSES OR WITH THE LORD LUCIFER (SATAN & THE DEVIL) & THE LADY VICTORIA (BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH), IN THE VERY 1ST ONE THAT COMMITTED THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP IN THEIR ULTIMATE MARRIAGE & ARE CALLED THE TOP EVIL SEXUAL CREATOR OF THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0, CONCERNS ALL THESE SO-CALLED CREATORS THAT ONLY RESIDES IN THE 1ST SEXUAL FORMER UNIVERSE AGAINST THE TOP TRUE SINLESS SUPREME CREATOR ONLY KNOWN AS THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE IN 2ND THESSALONIANS 2:1-12 & ACTS 7:60] AGAINST ALL OF THE IMMORTAL IMPERISHABLE ONES, AND THEY KEPT THEIR EYES ON HIM. MOREOVER, WHEN PISTIS SAW THE IMPIETY OF THE CHIEF RULER, SHE WAS ANGRY. WITHOUT BEING SEEN, SHE SAID, "YOU'RE WRONG, SAMAEL," THAT IS, "BLIND GOD."  "AN ENLIGHTENED, IMMORTAL HUMAN EXISTS BEFORE YOU AND WILL APPEAR WITHIN YOUR FASHIONED BODIES. THE HUMAN WILL TRAMPLE UPON YOU AS POTTER'S CLAY IS TRAMPLED. AND YOU WILL GO WITH THOSE WHO ARE YOURS DOWN TO YOUR MOTHER, THE ABYSS. FOR IN THE CONSUMMATION OF YOUR WORKS, ALL OF THE DEFICIENCY THAT APPEARED IN THE TRUTH WILL BE DISSOLVED. IT WILL CEASE, AND IT WILL BE LIKE SOMETHING THAT NEVER EXISTED." AFTER PISTIS SAID THESE THINGS, SHE REVEALED THE LIKENESS OF HER GREATNESS IN THE WATERS. AND SO, SHE WITHDREW UP TO HER LIGHT. 
SABAOTH WORSHIPS PISTIS
WHEN SABAOTH, THE SON OF YALDABAOTH, HEARD THE VOICE OF PISTIS, HE WORSHIPED HER. HE CONDEMNED [DAMNED] HIS FATHER AND MOTHER. PISTIS. HE GLORIFIED HER BECAUSE SHE INFORMED THEM OF AN IMMORTAL HUMAN AND THE LIGHT OF THE HUMAN. THEN PISTIS SOPHIA STRETCHED FORTH HER FINGER AND POURED UPON HIM LIGHT FROM HER LIGHT FOR A CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] OF HIS FATHER. WHEN SABAOTH RECEIVED LIGHT, HE RECEIVED GREAT AUTHORITY AGAINST ALL OF THE POWERS OF CHAOS. SINCE THAT DAY HE HAS BEEN CALLED "THE LORD OF THE POWERS." HE HATED HIS FATHER, THE DARKNESS, AND HIS MOTHER, THE ABYSS. HE LOATHED HIS SISTER, THE THOUGHT OF THE CHIEF CREATOR, THE ONE WHO MOVES TO AND FRO OVER THE WATER. ON ACCOUNT OF HIS LIGHT, ALL OF THE AUTHORITIES OF CHAOS WERE JEALOUS OF HIM. AND WHEN THEY WERE DISTURBED, THEY MADE A GREAT WAR IN THE SEVEN HEAVENS. THEN WHEN PISTIS SOPHIA SAW THE WAR, SHE SENT SEVEN ARCHANGELS FROM HER LIGHT TO SABAOTH. THEY SNATCHED HIM AWAY UP TO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN. THEY TOOK THEIR STAND BEFORE HIM AS SERVANTS. FURTHERMORE, SHE SENT HIM THREE OTHER ARCHANGELS AND ESTABLISHED THE KINGDOM FOR HIM ABOVE EVERYONE SO THAT HE MIGHT DWELL ABOVE THE TWELVE GODS OF CHAOS. WHEN SABAOTH RECEIVED THE PLACE OF REST BECAUSE OF HIS REPENTANCE, PISTIS ALSO GAVE HIM HER DAUGHTER, ZOE, WITH GREAT AUTHORITY, SO THAT SHE MIGHT INFORM HIM ABOUT EVERYTHING THAT EXISTS IN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN. AND SINCE HE HAD AUTHORITY, HE FIRST CREATED A DWELLING PLACE FOR HIMSELF. IT IS HUGE, MAGNIFICENT, SEVEN TIMES AS GREAT AS ALL THOSE THAT EXIST IN THE SEVEN HEAVENS. THEN IN FRONT OF HIS DWELLING PLACE HE CREATED A GREAT THRONE ON A CHARIOT WITH FOUR FACES, CALLED CHERUBIM. AND THE CHERUBIM THRONE HAS EIGHT SHAPES ON EACH SIDE OF THE FOUR CORNERS—FORMS OF LIONS AND BULLS AND HUMANS AND EAGLES—SO THAT ALL OF THE FORMS TOTAL SIXTY-FOUR FORMS. AND SEVEN ARCHANGELS STAND BEFORE HIM. HE IS THE EIGHTH, HAVING AUTHORITY. ALL OF THE FORMS TOTAL SEVENTY-TWO. FOR FROM THIS CHARIOT THE SEVENTY-TWO GODS TOOK SHAPE; THEY TOOK SHAPE SO THAT THEY MIGHT RULE OVER THE SEVENTY-TWO LANGUAGES OF THE NATIONS. AND BY THAT THRONE HE CREATED OTHER DRAGON-SHAPED ANGELS CALLED SERAPHIM, WHO GLORIFY HIM CONTINUALLY. 
SABAOTH CREATES AN ASSEMBLY WITH JESUS AND THE VIRGIN
AFTERWARD HE CREATED AN ANGELIC ASSEMBLY—THOUSANDS, MYRIADS WITHOUT NUMBER BELONG TO IT—THAT WAS LIKE THE ASSEMBLY IN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN, AND A FIRST-BORN CALLED ISRAEL, THAT IS, THE ONE WHO SEES GOD, AND ALSO ANOTHER CALLED JESUS CHRIST, WHO IS LIKE THE SAVIOR ABOVE IN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN AND WHO SITS AT HIS RIGHT UPON AN EXCELLENT THRONE. BUT AT HIS LEFT THE VIRGIN OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] SITS UPON A THRONE PRAISING HIM. AND THE SEVEN VIRGINS STAND BEFORE HER, WITH THIRTY LYRES AND HARPS AND TRUMPETS IN THEIR HANDS, GLORIFYING HIM. AND ALL OF THE ARMIES OF ANGELS GLORIFY HIM AND PRAISE HIM. BUT HE SITS ON A THRONE CONCEALED BY A GREAT LIGHT-CLOUD. AND THERE WAS NO ONE WITH HIM IN THE CLOUD EXCEPT SOPHIA, THE DAUGHTER OF PISTIS, TEACHING HIM ABOUT ALL THOSE THAT EXIST IN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN, SO THAT THE LIKENESS OF THOSE MIGHT BE CREATED, IN ORDER THAT HIS KINGDOM MIGHT CONTINUE UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE HEAVENS OF CHAOS AND THEIR POWERS. NOW, PISTIS SOPHIA SEPARATED HIM FROM THE DARKNESS AND SUMMONED HIM TO HER RIGHT, BUT THE CHIEF CREATOR SHE PUT AT HER LEFT. SINCE THAT DAY RIGHT HAS BEEN CALLED JUSTICE, BUT LEFT HAS BEEN CALLED INJUSTICE. MOREOVER, BECAUSE OF THIS THEY ALL RECEIVED A REALM IN THE ASSEMBLY OF JUSTICE, AND INJUSTICE IS SET OVER ALL THEIR CREATIONS.
YALDABAOTH RETALIATES BY CREATING DEATH
WHEN THE CHIEF CREATOR OF CHAOS SAW HIS SON SABAOTH, AND THAT THE GLORY IN WHICH HE DWELLS IS MORE EXQUISITE THAN ALL THE AUTHORITIES OF CHAOS, HE WAS JEALOUS OF HIM. AND WHEN HE WAS ANGRY, HE CONCEIVED DEATH FROM HIS OWN DEATH. IT WAS SET UP OVER THE SIXTH HEAVEN; SABAOTH HAD BEEN SNATCHED AWAY FROM THERE. AND THUS, THE NUMBER OF THE SIX AUTHORITIES OF CHAOS WAS COMPLETED. THEN, SINCE DEATH WAS ANDROGYNOUS, HE MIXED WITH HIS [SEXUAL] NATURE AND CONCEIVED SEVEN ANDROGYNOUS CHILDREN. THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE MALES: ENVY, WRATH, WEEPING, SIGHING, MOURNING, LAMENTING, TEARFUL GROANING. AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE FEMALES: WRATH, GRIEF, LUST, SIGHING, CURSING, BITTERNESS, QUARRELSOMENESS. THEY HAD [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND EACH ONE CONCEIVED SEVEN, SO THAT THE CHILDREN TOTAL FORTY-NINE ANDROGYNOUS DEMONS. THEIR NAMES AND THEIR FUNCTIONS YOU WILL FIND IN THE BOOK OF SOLOMON. IN THE PRESENCE OF THESE, ZOE, WHO DWELLS WITH SABAOTH, CREATED SEVEN GOOD ANDROGYNOUS POWERS. THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE MALES: NOT-JEALOUS, BLESSED, JOYFUL, TRUE, NOT-ENVIOUS, BELOVED, TRUSTWORTHY. AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE FEMALES: PEACE, GLADNESS, REJOICING, BLESSEDNESS, TRUTH, [SEXLESS] LOVE, FAITH. AND MANY GOOD AND GUILELESS SPIRITS COME FROM THESE. THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND THEIR FUNCTIONS YOU WILL FIND IN THE CONFIGURATIONS OF THE FATE OF HEAVEN BENEATH THE TWELVE.
YALDABAOTH REALIZES HIS MISTAKE
BUT WHEN THE CHIEF CREATOR SAW THE LIKENESS OF PISTIS IN THE WATERS, HE GRIEVED, ESPECIALLY WHEN HE HEARD HER VOICE, WHICH WAS LIKE THE FIRST VOICE THAT CALLED TO HIM OUT OF THE WATER. WHEN HE KNEW THAT THIS WAS THE ONE WHO NAMED HIM, HE GROANED AND WAS ASHAMED ON ACCOUNT OF HIS TRANSGRESSION. AND WHEN HE ACTUALLY KNEW THAT AN ENLIGHTENED, IMMORTAL HUMAN EXISTED BEFORE HIM, HE WAS GREATLY DISTURBED, BECAUSE PREVIOUSLY HE HAD SAID TO ALL THE GODS AND THEIR ANGELS, "I AM GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT ME." FOR HE HAD BEEN AFRAID THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THAT ANOTHER EXISTED BEFORE HIM AND CONDEMN [DAMNED] HIM. BUT HE, LIKE A FOOL, DESPISED THE CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION AND ACTED RECKLESSLY, AND SAID, "IF SOMETHING EXISTS BEFORE ME, LET IT APPEAR SO THAT WE MIGHT SEE ITS LIGHT." AND IMMEDIATELY, LOOK, LIGHT CAME OUT OF THE EIGHTH HEAVEN ABOVE AND PASSED THROUGH ALL THE HEAVENS OF THE EARTH. WHEN THE CHIEF CREATOR SAW THAT THE LIGHT WAS [SEXLESSLY] BEAUTIFUL AS IT SHONE FORTH, HE WAS AMAZED AND VERY MUCH ASHAMED. WHEN THE LIGHT APPEARED, A HUMAN LIKENESS, WHICH WAS VERY WONDERFUL, WAS REVEALED WITHIN IT; AND NO ONE SAW IT EXCEPT THE CHIEF CREATOR ALONE AND THE FORETHOUGHT WHO WAS WITH HIM. BUT ITS LIGHT APPEARED TO ALL THE POWERS OF THE HEAVENS. THEREFORE, THEY WERE ALL DISTURBED BY IT. 
ADAM OF LIGHT SHINES FORTH
THEN WHEN FORETHOUGHT SAW THE MESSENGER, SHE BECAME ENAMORED OF HIM, BUT HE HATED HER BECAUSE SHE WAS IN DARKNESS. MOREOVER, SHE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO EMBRACE HIM, BUT SHE WAS NOT ABLE. WHEN SHE WAS UNABLE TO QUENCH HER [SEXLESS] LOVE, SHE POURED OUT HER LIGHT UPON THE EARTH. FROM THAT DAY, THAT MESSENGER WAS CALLED ADAM OF LIGHT, WHICH IS INTERPRETED THE ENLIGHTENED MAN OF BLOOD. AND THE EARTH UPON WHICH THE LIGHT SPREAD WAS CALLED HOLY ADAMAS, WHICH IS INTERPRETED AS "THE HOLY STEEL-LIKE EARTH." AT THAT TIME, ALL THE AUTHORITIES BEGAN TO HONOR THE BLOOD OF THE VIRGIN, AND THE EARTH WAS PURIFIED BECAUSE OF THE BLOOD OF THE VIRGIN. BUT ESPECIALLY THE WATER WAS [SEXLESSLY] PURIFIED BY THE LIKENESS OF PISTIS SOPHIA, WHO APPEARED TO THE CHIEF CREATOR IN THE WATERS. RIGHTLY, THEN, HAS IT BEEN SAID, "THROUGH THE WATERS." SINCE THE HOLY WATER GIVES LIFE TO EVERYTHING, IT [SEXLESSLY] PURIFIES IT TOO. 
EROS AND PSYCHE
OUT OF THIS FIRST BLOOD EROS APPEARED, BEING ANDROGYNOUS. HIS MASCULINE [DIVINE] NATURE IS HIMEROS, BECAUSE HE IS FIRE FROM THE LIGHT. HIS FEMININE [DIVINE] NATURE IS THAT OF A SOUL OF BLOOD AND IS DERIVED FROM THE SUBSTANCE OF FORETHOUGHT. HE IS VERY HANDSOME IN HIS BEAUTY, HAVING MORE [SEXLESS] LOVELINESS THAN ALL THE CREATURES OF CHAOS. THEN WHEN ALL THE GODS AND THEIR ANGELS SAW EROS, THEY BECAME ENAMORED OF HIM. BUT WHEN HE APPEARED AMONG ALL OF THEM, HE MADE THEM INFLAMED. JUST AS MANY LAMPS ARE KINDLED FROM A SINGLE LAMP AND THE LIGHT SHINES BUT THE LAMP IS NOT DIMINISHED, SO ALSO EROS WAS SCATTERED IN ALL THE CREATURES OF CHAOS BUT WAS NOT DIMINISHED. JUST AS EROS APPEARED OUT OF THE MIDPOINT BETWEEN LIGHT AND DARKNESS, AND IN THE MIDST OF THE ANGELS AND PEOPLE THE [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE OF EROS WAS CONSUMMATED, SO TOO THE FIRST SENSUAL [SEXUAL] PLEASURE SPROUTED UPON THE EARTH. THE WOMAN FOLLOWED THE EARTH, AND MARRIAGE FOLLOWED THE WOMAN, AND REPRODUCTION FOLLOWED MARRIAGE, AND DEATH FOLLOWED REPRODUCTION. AFTER EROS, THE GRAPEVINE SPROUTED UP FROM THE BLOOD THAT WAS SHED UPON THE EARTH. THEREFORE, THOSE WHO DRINK THE VINE ACQUIRE THE [SEXUAL] DESIRE FOR [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE. AFTER THE GRAPEVINE, A FIG TREE AND A POMEGRANATE TREE SPROUTED UP FROM THE EARTH, TOGETHER WITH THE REST OF THE TREES, ACCORDING TO THEIR KIND, THEIR SEED DERIVING FROM THE SEED OF THE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS. 
THE CREATION OF PARADISE
THEN JUSTICE CREATED THE BEAUTIFUL PARADISE. IT IS OUTSIDE THE CIRCUIT OF THE MOON AND THE CIRCUIT OF THE SUN IN THE LUXURIANT EARTH, WHICH IS IN THE EAST IN THE MIDST OF STONES. AND [SEXLESS] DESIRE IS IN THE MIDST OF TREES, SINCE THEY ARE BEAUTIFUL AND APPEALING. AND THE TREE OF IMMORTAL LIFE, AS IT WAS REVEALED BY THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD, IS IN THE NORTH OF PARADISE TO GIVE LIFE TO THE IMMORTAL SAINTS, WHO WILL COME OUT OF THE FASHIONED BODIES OF POVERTY IN THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE. NOW, THE COLOR OF THE TREE OF LIFE IS LIKE THE SUN, AND ITS BRANCHES ARE BEAUTIFUL. ITS LEAVES ARE LIKE THOSE OF THE CYPRESS, AND ITS FRUIT IS LIKE CLUSTERS OF WHITE GRAPES. ITS HEIGHT RISES UP TO HEAVEN. AND NEXT TO IT IS THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, POSSESSING THE POWER OF GOD. ITS GLORY IS LIKE THE MOON SHINING FORTH BRILLIANTLY, AND ITS BRANCHES ARE BEAUTIFUL. ITS LEAVES ARE LIKE FIG LEAVES, AND ITS FRUIT IS LIKE GOOD, DELICIOUS DATES. AND THIS TREE IS IN THE NORTH OF PARADISE TO RAISE UP THE SOULS FROM THE [SEXUAL] STUPOR OF THE DEMONS, SO THEY MIGHT COME TO THE TREE OF LIFE AND EAT ITS FRUIT AND CONDEMN [ETERNALLY DAMN] THE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS. THE EFFECT OF THIS TREE IS DESCRIBED IN THE HOLY BOOK AS FOLLOWS: YOU ARE THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS IN PARADISE, FROM WHICH THE FIRST MAN ATE AND WHICH OPENED HIS MIND, SO THAT HE [SEXUALLY] LOVED HIS FEMALE PARTNER, AND CONDEMNED [DAMNED] OTHER ALIEN LIKENESSES, AND LOATHED THEM. NOW, AFTER THIS THERE SPROUTED UP THE OLIVE TREE, WHICH WAS TO PURIFY KINGS AND CHIEF PRIESTS OF JUSTICE, WHO WILL APPEAR IN THE LAST DAYS. THE OLIVE TREE APPEARED IN THE LIGHT OF THE FIRST ADAM FOR THE SAKE OF THE ANOINTING THAT THEY WILL RECEIVE. 
THE CREATION OF PLANTS, ANIMALS, AND HEAVENLY ORBS
BUT THE FIRST PSYCHE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED EROS, WHO WAS WITH HER, AND POURED HER BLOOD UPON HIM AND UPON THE EARTH. THEN FROM THAT BLOOD THE FIRST ROSE SPROUTED UPON THE EARTH OUT OF THE THORN BUSH, FOR A JOY IN THE LIGHT THAT WAS TO APPEAR IN THE BRAMBLE. AFTER THIS THE BEAUTIFUL, FRAGRANT FLOWERS SPROUTED UP FROM THE EARTH ACCORDING TO THEIR KIND FROM THE BLOOD OF EACH OF THE VIRGINS OF THE DAUGHTERS OF FORETHOUGHT. WHEN THEY HAD BECOME ENAMORED OF EROS, THEY POURED OUT THEIR BLOOD UPON HIM AND UPON THE EARTH. AFTER THESE THINGS EVERY HERB SPROUTED UP IN THE EARTH ACCORDING TO ITS KIND, HAVING THE SEED OF THE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS. AFTER THESE THINGS THE AUTHORITIES CREATED FROM THE WATERS ALL SPECIES OF BEASTS AND REPTILES AND BIRDS ACCORDING TO THEIR KIND, HAVING THE SEED OF THE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS. BUT BEFORE ALL THESE THINGS, WHEN ADAM OF LIGHT APPEARED ON THE FIRST DAY, HE REMAINED UPON THE EARTH ABOUT TWO DAYS. HE LEFT THE LOWER FORETHOUGHT IN HEAVEN AND BEGAN TO ASCEND TO HIS LIGHT. AND IMMEDIATELY DARKNESS CAME UPON THE WHOLE WORLD. NOW, WHEN SOPHIA [WISDOM], WHO IS IN THE LOWER HEAVEN, WANTED TO RECEIVE AUTHORITY FROM PISTIS, SHE CREATED GREAT LUMINARIES AND ALL THE STARS, AND PUT THEM IN THE HEAVEN TO SHINE UPON THE EARTH AND TO PERFECT CHRONOLOGICAL SIGNS AND SEASONS AND YEARS AND MONTHS AND DAYS AND NIGHTS AND SECONDS, AND SO ON. AND THUS, EVERYTHING UP IN THE SKY WAS ORDERED. NOW, WHEN ADAM OF LIGHT WANTED TO ENTER HIS LIGHT, THAT IS, THE EIGHTH HEAVEN, HE WAS UNABLE BECAUSE OF THE POVERTY THAT HAD MIXED WITH HIS LIGHT. THEN HE CREATED A GREAT ETERNAL REALM FOR HIMSELF; IN THAT ETERNAL REALM HE CREATED SIX REALMS AND THEIR WORLDS, SIX IN NUMBER, WHICH ARE SEVEN TIMES BETTER THAN THE HEAVENS OF CHAOS AND THEIR WORLDS. BUT ALL THESE REALMS AND THEIR WORLDS EXIST WITHIN THE INFINITE REGION THAT IS BETWEEN THE EIGHTH AND CHAOS BENEATH IT, AND THEY ARE RECKONED WITH THE WORLD THAT BELONGS TO THE POVERTY. IF YOU WISH TO KNOW THE ARRANGEMENT OF THESE, YOU WILL FIND IT WRITTEN IN THE SEVENTH COSMOS OF HIERALIAS THE PROPHET. 
THE CREATION OF HUMANKIND
BEFORE ADAM OF LIGHT WITHDREW IN THE CHAOS, THE AUTHORITIES SAW HIM. THEY LAUGHED AT THE CHIEF CREATOR BECAUSE HE LIED, SAYING, "I AM GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT ME." WHEN THEY CAME TO HIM, THEY SAID, "IS THIS NOT THE GOD WHO RUINED OUR WORK?" HE ANSWERED AND SAID, "YES, BUT IF YOU WISH THAT HE NOT BE ABLE TO RUIN OUR WORK, COME, LET'S CREATE A HUMAN BEING FROM THE EARTH ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF OUR BODY AND ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF THIS BEING, TO SERVE US, SO THAT WHENEVER THIS BEING SEES HIS LIKENESS, HE MAY BECOME ENAMORED OF IT. THEN HE WILL NO LONGER [SEXUALLY] RUIN OUR WORK, BUT WE SHALL MAKE THOSE WHO ARE BORN FROM THE LIGHT OUR SERVANTS THROUGH ALL THE TIME OF THIS AGE." NOW, ALL THIS CAME TO PASS ACCORDING TO THE FORETHOUGHT OF PISTIS IN ORDER THAT HUMANKIND MIGHT APPEAR AFTER THIS LIKENESS AND CONDEMN [DAMN] THEM ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR FASHIONED BODIES. AND THEIR FASHIONED BODIES BECAME FENCES FOR THE LIGHT. THEN THE AUTHORITIES RECEIVED KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY TO CREATE PEOPLE. SOPHIA ZOE, WHO IS WITH SABAOTH, ANTICIPATED THEM AND LAUGHED AT THEIR DECISION BECAUSE THEY WERE BLIND—IN IGNORANCE THEY CREATED HIM AGAINST THEMSELVES. THEY DO NOT KNOW WHAT THEY DO. BECAUSE OF THIS SHE ANTICIPATED THEM. SHE CREATED HER HUMAN BEING FIRST IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT TELL THEIR FASHIONED BODY HOW TO SCORN THEM AND THUS TO ESCAPE THEM. NOW, THE BIRTH OF THE INSTRUCTOR OCCURRED IN THIS WAY. WHEN SOPHIA LET A DROP OF LIGHT FALL, IT FLOATED ON THE WATER. IMMEDIATELY A HUMAN BEING APPEARED, BEING ANDROGYNOUS. SHE MOLDED THAT DROP FIRST AS A FEMALE BODY. AFTERWARD SHE MOLDED IT, WITH THE BODY, IN THE LIKENESS OF THE MOTHER WHO APPEARED, AND SHE FINISHED IT IN TWELVE MONTHS. AN ANDROGYNOUS HUMAN BEING WAS CONCEIVED, WHOM THE GREEKS CALL HERMAPHRODITE, WHILE THE JEWS CALL HIS MOTHER EVE OF LIFE, THAT IS, THE INSTRUCTOR OF LIFE. HER CHILD IS THE CREATURE WHO IS LORD. AFTERWARD, THE AUTHORITIES CALLED IT THE BEAST IN ORDER TO LEAD THEIR FASHIONED BODIES ASTRAY. THE MEANING OF THE BEAST IS THE INSTRUCTOR, FOR IT WAS FOUND TO BE WISER THAN ALL BEINGS. MOREOVER, EVE IS THE FIRST VIRGIN WHO GAVE BIRTH WITHOUT A MAN. SHE IS THE ONE WHO FUNCTIONED AS HER OWN MIDWIFE. 
SONG OF EVE
ON ACCOUNT OF THIS IT IS SAID CONCERNING HER THAT SHE SAID, I AM PART OF MY MOTHER, AND I AM THE MOTHER. I AM THE WIFE, I AM THE VIRGIN. I AM PREGNANT. I AM THE MIDWIFE. I AM THE ONE WHO COMFORTS DURING LABOR PAINS. MY HUSBAND PRODUCED ME, AND I AM HIS MOTHER, AND HE IS MY FATHER AND MY LORD. HE IS MY POTENCY; WHAT HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRES HE SPEAKS WITH REASON. I AM BECOMING, BUT I HAVE BORNE A LORDLY MAN. NOW THESE THINGS WERE REVEALED BY THE WILL OF SABAOTH AND HIS CHRIST TO THE SOULS WHO WILL COME TO THE FASHIONED BODIES OF THE AUTHORITIES. CONCERNING THESE THE HOLY VOICE SAID, "MULTIPLY AND FLOURISH TO RULE OVER ALL THE CREATURES." AND THESE ARE THE ONES WHO ARE TAKEN CAPTIVE BY THE CHIEF CREATOR ACCORDING TO THEIR DESTINIES, AND THUS THEY WERE LOCKED IN THE PRISONS OF THE FASHIONED BODIES UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE. 
THE COSMIC RULERS MOLD ADAM
AT THAT TIME THE CHIEF CREATOR THEN EXPRESSED HIS OPINION ABOUT HUMANKIND TO THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM. THEN EACH OF THEM, CAST HIS SEED INTO THE MIDST OF THE NAVEL OF THE EARTH. SINCE THAT DAY, THE SEVEN RULERS HAVE FORMED HUMANKIND WITH HIS BODY LIKE THEIR BODY, BUT HIS LIKENESS IS LIKE THE HUMAN WHO APPEARED TO THEM. HIS FASHIONED BODY CAME INTO BEING ONE PART AT A TIME, AND THEIR CHIEF CREATED THE BRAIN AND NERVOUS SYSTEM. AFTERWARD THE PERSON APPEARED LIKE THE ONE BEFORE HIM. HE BECAME A PERSON WITH SOUL, AND HE WAS CALLED ADAM, THAT IS, FATHER, AFTER THE NAME OF THE ONE [JOB] WHO WAS BEFORE HIM. NOW, AFTER ADAM WAS MADE, HE LEFT HIM AS A LIFELESS VESSEL, SINCE HE HAD TAKEN FORM LIKE AN ABORTED FETUS, WITH NO SPIRIT IN HIM. REGARDING THIS, WHEN THE CHIEF RULER REMEMBERED THE WORD OF PISTIS, HE WAS AFRAID THAT THE TRUE HUMAN MIGHT COME INTO HIS FASHIONED BODY AND RULE OVER IT. BECAUSE OF THIS, HE LEFT THIS FASHIONED BODY FORTY DAYS WITHOUT SOUL. AND HE WITHDREW AND LEFT HIM. BUT ON THE FORTIETH DAY SOPHIA ZOE SENT HER BREATH INTO ADAM, WHO WAS WITHOUT SOUL. HE BEGAN TO MOVE UPON THE EARTH, BUT HE COULD NOT STAND UP. NOW, WHEN THE SEVEN RULERS CAME AND SAW HIM, THEY WERE VERY MUCH DISTURBED. THEY WALKED UP TO HIM AND SEIZED HIM, AND THE CHIEF RULER SAID TO THE BREATH WITHIN HIM, "WHO ARE YOU? AND FROM WHERE HAVE YOU COME HERE?" IT ANSWERED AND SAID, "I CAME THROUGH THE POWER OF THE HUMAN FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF YOUR WORK." WHEN THEY HEARD, THEY GLORIFIED HIM BECAUSE HE GAVE THEM REST FROM THEIR FEAR AND CONCERN. THEN THEY CALLED THAT DAY THE DAY OF REST, BECAUSE THEY RESTED THEMSELVES FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] TROUBLES. AND WHEN THEY SAW THAT ADAM COULD NOT STAND UP, THEY REJOICED. THEY TOOK HIM AND LEFT HIM IN PARADISE AND WITHDREW UP TO THEIR HEAVENS. 
EVE GIVES ADAM LIFE
AFTER THE DAY OF REST, SOPHIA SENT ZOE, HER DAUGHTER, WHO IS CALLED EVE, AS AN INSTRUCTOR TO RAISE UP ADAM, IN WHOM THERE WAS NO SOUL, SO THAT THOSE WHOM HE WOULD PRODUCE MIGHT BECOME VESSELS OF THE LIGHT. WHEN EVE SAW HER MALE PARTNER CAST DOWN, SHE PITIED HIM, AND SHE SAID, "ADAM, LIVE! RISE UP ON THE EARTH!" IMMEDIATELY HER WORD BECAME AN ACCOMPLISHED DEED. FOR WHEN ADAM ROSE UP, IMMEDIATELY HE OPENED HIS EYES. WHEN HE SAW HER, HE SAID, "YOU WILL BE CALLED THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING, BECAUSE YOU ARE THE ONE WHO GAVE ME LIFE."
THE COSMIC RULERS RAPE THE EARTHLY EVE
THEN THE AUTHORITIES WERE INFORMED THAT THEIR FASHIONED BODY WAS ALIVE, AND HAD RISEN, AND THEY WERE VERY MUCH DISTURBED. THEY SENT SEVEN ARCHANGELS TO SEE WHAT HAD HAPPENED. THEY CAME TO ADAM, AND WHEN THEY SAW EVE SPEAKING WITH HIM, THEY SAID TO ONE ANOTHER, "WHAT IS THIS ENLIGHTENED WOMAN? FOR TRULY SHE RESEMBLES THE LIKENESS THAT APPEARED TO US IN THE LIGHT. NOW COME, LET US SEIZE HER AND CAST OUR SEED INTO HER, SO THAT WHEN SHE IS [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED, SHE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ASCEND TO HER LIGHT, BUT THOSE WHOM SHE BEARS WILL SERVE US. BUT LET US NOT TELL ADAM, BECAUSE HE IS NOT FROM US. RATHER, LET US BRING A STUPOR UPON HIM, AND SUGGEST TO HIM IN HIS SLEEP THAT SHE CAME INTO BEING FROM HIS RIB, SO THAT THE WOMAN MAY SERVE AND HE MAY RULE OVER HER." THEN EVE, SINCE SHE EXISTED AS A POWER, LAUGHED AT THEIR FALSE INTENTION. SHE DARKENED THEIR EYES AND SECRETLY LEFT HER LIKENESS THERE WITH ADAM. SHE ENTERED THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE AND REMAINED THERE. THEY PURSUED HER, AND SHE REVEALED TO THEM THAT SHE HAD ENTERED THE TREE AND HAD BECOME THE TREE. AND WHEN THE BLIND ONES FELL INTO A GREAT FEAR, THEY RAN AWAY. AFTERWARD, WHEN THEY SOBERED UP FROM THE STUPOR, THEY CAME TO ADAM. AND WHEN THEY SAW THE LIKENESS OF THAT WOMAN WITH HIM, THEY WERE TROUBLED, THINKING THAT THIS WAS THE TRUE EVE. AND THEY ACTED RECKLESSLY, AND CAME TO HER AND SEIZED HER AND CAST THEIR SEED UPON HER. THEY DID IT DECEITFULLY, [SEXUALLY] DEFILING HER NOT ONLY NATURALLY BUT ALSO ABOMINABLY, FIRST [SEXUALLY] DEFILING THE SEAL OF HER VOICE, WHICH HAD SPOKEN WITH THEM, SAYING, "WHAT IS IT THAT EXISTS BEFORE YOU?" THEY MEANT TO [SEXUALLY DEFILE THOSE WHO MIGHT SAY AT THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE THAT THEY HAD BEEN BORN OF A TRUE HUMAN BY MEANS OF THE WORD. AND THEY WERE DECEIVED, NOT KNOWING THAT THEY HAD [SEXUALLY] DEFILED THEIR OWN BODY. IT WAS THE LIKENESS THAT THE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS [SEXUALLY] DEFILED IN EVERY WAY. 
EVE BEARS THE CHILDREN OF THE COSMIC POWERS
FIRST EVE CONCEIVED ABEL FROM THE FIRST RULER; AND SHE BORE THE REST OF THE SONS FROM THE SEVEN AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS. NOW, ALL THIS CAME TO PASS ACCORDING TO THE FORETHOUGHT OF THE CHIEF CREATOR, SO THAT THE FIRST MOTHER MIGHT BEAR WITHIN HERSELF EVERY SEED, MIXED AND JOINED TOGETHER WITH THE FATE OF THE WORLD AND ITS CONFIGURATIONS AND JUSTICE. A PLAN CAME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF EVE, SO THAT THE FASHIONED BODIES OF THE AUTHORITIES MIGHT BECOME FENCES FOR THE LIGHT. THEN THE LIGHT WILL CONDEMN [DAMN] THEM THROUGH THEIR FASHIONED BODIES. THE FIRST ADAM OF LIGHT IS SPIRITUAL AND APPEARED ON THE FIRST DAY. THE SECOND ADAM IS A PERSON WITH SOUL AND APPEARED ON THE SIXTH DAY, CALLED APHRODITE. THE THIRD ADAM IS EARTHLY, THAT IS, A MAN OF [SEXLESS] LAW, WHO APPEARED ON THE EIGHTH DAY, AFTER THE REST OF POVERTY, WHICH IS CALLED SUNDAY. NOW, THE PROGENY OF THE EARTHLY ADAM MULTIPLIED AND WAS COMPLETED AND PRODUCED WITHIN ITSELF ALL THE TECHNICAL SKILL OF THE ADAM WITH SOUL. BUT ALL WERE IN IGNORANCE. 
THE TREES OF PARADISE AND THE BEAST
NEXT, LET ME CONTINUE. WHEN THE RULERS SAW HIM AND THE WOMAN WHO WAS WITH HIM ERRING IN IGNORANCE LIKE BEASTS, THEY REJOICED GREATLY. WHEN THEY LEARNED THAT AN IMMORTAL HUMAN WAS NOT GOING TO PASS THEM BY, BUT THAT THEY WOULD EVEN HAVE TO FEAR THE WOMAN WHO HAD TURNED INTO A TREE, THEY WERE TROUBLED AND SAID, "IS THIS, PERHAPS, THE TRUE HUMAN, WHO BLINDED US AND TAUGHT US ABOUT THIS DEFILED WOMAN WHO IS LIKE HIM, THAT WE MIGHT BE CONQUERED?" THEN THE SEVEN TOOK COUNSEL. THEY CAME TO ADAM AND EVE TIMIDLY, AND THEY SAID TO HIM, "THE FRUIT OF EVERY TREE CREATED FOR YOU IN PARADISE MAY BE EATEN, BUT BEWARE, DON'T EAT FROM THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE. IF YOU DO EAT, YOU WILL DIE." AFTER THEY GAVE THEM A GREAT FRIGHT, THEY WITHDREW UP TO THEIR AUTHORITIES. THEN CAME THE ONE WHO IS WISER THAN ALL CREATURES, WHO WAS CALLED THE BEAST. WHEN HE SAW THE LIKENESS OF THEIR MOTHER, EVE, HE SAID TO HER, "WHAT IS IT THAT GOD SAID TO YOU? 'DON'T EAT FROM THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE'?" SHE SAID, "HE SAID NOT ONLY'DON'T EAT FROM IT' BUT ALSO 'DON'T TOUCH IT, LEST YOU DIE.'" HE SAID TO HER, "DON'T BE AFRAID! YOU CERTAINLY SHALL NOT DIE. FOR HE KNOWS THAT WHEN YOU EAT FROM IT YOUR MIND WILL BE SOBERED AND YOU WILL BECOME LIKE GODS, KNOWING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN EVIL AND GOOD PEOPLE. FOR HE SAID THIS TO YOU BECAUSE HE IS JEALOUS, SO THAT YOU WOULD NOT EAT FROM IT." NOW, EVE BELIEVED THE WORDS OF THE INSTRUCTOR. SHE LOOKED AT THE TREE AND SAW THAT IT WAS BEAUTIFUL AND APPEALING, AND SHE DESIRED IT. SHE TOOK SOME OF ITS FRUIT AND ATE, AND SHE GAVE TO HER HUSBAND ALSO, AND HE ATE TOO. THEN THEIR MINDS OPENED. FOR WHEN THEY ATE, THE LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE SHONE FOR THEM. WHEN THEY PUT ON SHAME, THEY KNEW THAT THEY WERE NAKED WITH REGARD TO KNOWLEDGE. WHEN THEY SOBERED UP, THEY SAW THAT THEY WERE NAKED, AND THEY BECAME ENAMORED OF ONE ANOTHER. WHEN THEY SAW THAT THEIR MAKERS HAD BEASTLY FORMS, THEY LOATHED THEM. THEY UNDERSTOOD A GREAT DEAL. 
HAVE YOU EATEN FROM THE TREE?
THEN WHEN THE RULERS KNEW THAT ADAM AND EVE HAD TRANSGRESSED THEIR COMMANDMENT, THEY ENTERED PARADISE AND CAME TO ADAM AND EVE IN AN EARTHQUAKE AND A GREAT THREAT, TO SEE THE RESULT OF THE HELP THAT WAS GIVEN. THEN ADAM AND EVE WERE VERY MUCH DISTURBED AND HID UNDER THE TREES IN PARADISE. THE RULERS DID NOT KNOW WHERE THEY WERE AND SAID, "ADAM, WHERE ARE YOU?" HE SAID, "I AM HERE. BUT BECAUSE OF FEAR OF YOU I HID AFTER I BECAME ASHAMED." BUT THEY SAID TO HIM, IN IGNORANCE, "WHO IS THE ONE WHO SPOKE TO YOU OF THE SHAME THAT YOU PUT ON—UNLESS YOU ATE FROM THE TREE?" HE SAID, "THE WOMAN WHOM YOU GAVE ME, SHE IS THE ONE WHO GAVE TO ME, AND I ATE." THEN THEY SAID TO THAT WOMAN, "WHAT IS THIS YOU HAVE DONE?" SHE ANSWERED AND SAID, "THE INSTRUCTOR IS THE ONE WHO [SEXUALLY] INCITED ME, AND I ATE." THEN THE RULERS CAME TO THE INSTRUCTOR. THEIR EYES WERE BLINDED BY HIM SO THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO DO ANYTHING TO HIM. THEY MERELY CURSED HIM, SINCE THEY WERE POWERLESS. AFTERWARD THEY CAME TO THE WOMAN, AND THEY CURSED HER AND HER OFFSPRING. AFTER THE WOMAN THEY CURSED ADAM AND THE EARTH AND THE FRUIT BECAUSE OF HIM. AND EVERYTHING THAT THEY CREATED THEY CURSED. THERE IS NO BLESSING FROM THEM. GOOD CANNOT COME FROM EVIL. SINCE THAT DAY THE AUTHORITIES KNEW THAT TRULY THERE WAS SOMETHING STRONGER THAN THEY. THEY WOULD NOT HAVE KNOWN EXCEPT THAT THEIR COMMANDMENT WAS BROKEN. THEY BROUGHT A GREAT ENVY INTO THE WORLD ONLY BECAUSE OF THE IMMORTAL HUMAN. NOW, WHEN THE RULERS SAW THAT THEIR ADAM HAD ACQUIRED A DIFFERENT KNOWLEDGE, THEY WANTED TO TEST HIM. THEY GATHERED ALL THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS AND WILD BEASTS OF THE EARTH AND THE BIRDS OF THE HEAVEN, AND BROUGHT THEM TO ADAM TO SEE WHAT HE WOULD CALL THEM. WHEN HE SAW THEM, HE GAVE NAMES TO THEIR CREATURES. THEY WERE TROUBLED BECAUSE ADAM HAD SOBERED UP FROM ALL IGNORANCE. THEY GATHERED TOGETHER AND TOOK COUNSEL AND SAID, "LOOK, ADAM HAS BECOME LIKE ONE OF US, SO THAT HE UNDERSTANDS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LIGHT AND DARKNESS. NOW PERHAPS HE WILL BE [SEXUALLY] DECEIVED AS WITH THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE AND WILL COME TO THE TREE OF LIFE AND EAT FROM IT AND BECOME IMMORTAL AND RULE AND CONDEMN [DAMN] US AND REGARD US AND ALL OUR GLORY AS [SEXUAL] FOLLY. AND THEN HE WILL PASS JUDGMENT ON US AND THE WORLD. COME, LET'S CAST HIM OUT OF PARADISE DOWN TO THE EARTH, THE PLACE FROM WHERE HE WAS TAKEN, SO THAT HE WILL NO LONGER BE ABLE TO KNOW ANYTHING BETTER THAN WE CAN." AND SO, THEY CAST ADAM AND HIS WIFE OUT OF PARADISE. AND WHAT THEY HAD DONE DID NOT SATISFY THEM. RATHER, THEY WERE STILL AFRAID. THEY CAME TO THE TREE OF LIFE AND THEY SET GREAT TERRORS AROUND IT, FIERY LIVING BEINGS CALLED CHERUBIM; AND THEY LEFT A FLAMING SWORD IN THE MIDST, TURNING CONTINUALLY WITH A GREAT TERROR, SO THAT NO ONE FROM AMONG EARTHLY BEINGS MIGHT EVER ENTER THAT PLACE. AFTER THESE THINGS, WHEN THE RULERS HAD BECOME JEALOUS OF ADAM, THEY WANTED TO DIMINISH THE HUMAN LIFETIMES, BUT THEY WERE UNABLE BECAUSE OF FATE, WHICH WAS ESTABLISHED SINCE THE BEGINNING. FOR THEIR LIFETIMES WERE DETERMINED: FOR EACH OF THE PEOPLE ONE THOUSAND YEARS ACCORDING TO THE CIRCUIT OF THE LUMINARIES. BUT ALTHOUGH THE RULERS WERE NOT ABLE TO DO THIS, EACH OF THE EVILDOERS TOOK AWAY TEN YEARS. SO, ALL OF THE REMAINING TIME AMOUNTS TO NINE HUNDRED THIRTY YEARS, AND THESE ARE SPENT IN GRIEF AND WEAKNESS AND IN EVIL DISTRACTIONS. THUS, LIFE HAS GONE, FROM THAT DAY UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE.
PHOENIXES, WATER ANIMALS, BULLS OF EGYPT
THEN WHEN SOPHIA ZOE SAW THAT THE RULERS OF DARKNESS CURSED HER COMPANIONS, SHE WAS ANGRY. AND WHEN SHE CAME OUT OF THE FIRST HEAVEN WITH EVERY POWER, SHE CHASED THE RULERS FROM THEIR HEAVENS, AND SHE CAST THEM DOWN TO THE SINFUL WORLD, THAT THEY MIGHT DWELL THERE AS EVIL DEMONS UPON THE EARTH. SHE SENT THE BIRD THAT WAS IN PARADISE SO THAT, UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE, IT MIGHT SPEND THE THOUSAND YEARS IN THE RULERS' WORLD: A VITAL LIVING BEING WITH SOUL, CALLED THE PHOENIX, WHICH KILLS ITSELF AND REANIMATES ITSELF FOR A WITNESS TO THEIR JUDGMENT, BECAUSE THEY DEALT UNJUSTLY WITH ADAM AND HIS RACE. THERE ARE THREE HUMAN BEINGS AND THEIR DESCENDANTS IN THE WORLD UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE: THE SPIRITUAL AND THE PSYCHICAL AND THE EARTHLY. THIS IS LIKE THE THREE KINDS OF PHOENIXES OF PARADISE: THE FIRST IS IMMORTAL; THE SECOND ATTAINS ONE THOUSAND YEARS; AS FOR THE THIRD, IT IS WRITTEN IN THE HOLY BOOK THAT IT IS CONSUMED. LIKEWISE, THREE BAPTISMS EXIST: THE FIRST IS SPIRITUAL, THE SECOND IS BY FIRE, THE THIRD IS BY WATER. JUST AS THE PHOENIX APPEARS AS A WITNESS FOR THE ANGELS, SO TOO THE WATER SERPENTS IN EGYPT HAVE BECOME A WITNESS TO THOSE WHO GO DOWN FOR THE BAPTISM OF A TRUE PERSON. THE TWO BULLS IN EGYPT, INSOFAR AS THEY INDICATE THE SUN AND THE MOON AS A MYSTERY, EXIST FOR A WITNESS TO SABAOTH, THAT SOPHIA OF THE WORLD HAS BEEN EXALTED ABOVE THE SUN AND THE MOON, FROM THE DAY WHEN SHE CREATED THEM AND SEALED HER HEAVEN UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE. AND THE WORM THAT IS BROUGHT FORTH FROM THE PHOENIX IS ALSO A HUMAN BEING. IT IS WRITTEN OF IT, "THE JUST WILL SPROUT LIKE THE PHOENIX." THE PHOENIX FIRST APPEARS ALIVE, AND DIES, AND RISES AGAIN, AS A SIGN OF WHAT APPEARS AT THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE. THESE GREAT SIGNS APPEARED ONLY IN EGYPT, NOT IN OTHER LANDS, SIGNIFYING THAT IT IS LIKE THE PARADISE OF GOD. 
ERROR AND IGNORANCE ENTER HUMAN HISTORY
LET US COME BACK TO THE RULERS OF WHOM WE SPOKE, THAT WE MIGHT PRESENT AN EXPLANATION OF THEM. FOR WHEN THE SEVEN RULERS WERE CAST FROM THEIR HEAVENS DOWN UPON THE EARTH, THEY CREATED FOR THEMSELVES ANGELS, MANY DEMONIC ANGELS, TO SERVE THEM. BUT THESE DEMONS TAUGHT HUMANKIND MANY [SEXUAL] ERRORS WITH [FORBIDDEN] MAGIC AND POTIONS AND [SEXUAL] IDOLATRY, AND SHEDDING OF BLOOD, AND ALTARS, AND TEMPLES, AND SACRIFICES, AND LIBATIONS TO ALL THE DEMONS OF THE EARTH, HAVING AS THEIR CO-WORKER FATE, WHO CAME INTO BEING ACCORDING TO THE AGREEMENT BY THE GODS OF INJUSTICE AND JUSTICE. AND THUS, WHEN THE WORLD CAME INTO BEING, IT WANDERED ASTRAY IN DISTRACTION THROUGHOUT ALL TIME. FOR ALL THE PEOPLE WHO ARE ON THE EARTH SERVED THE DEMONS FROM THE CREATION UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE—BOTH THE ANGELS OF JUSTICE AND THE PEOPLE OF INJUSTICE. THUS, THE WORLD CAME TO BE IN DISTRACTION AND IGNORANCE AND STUPOR. THEY ALL ERRED, UNTIL THE APPEARANCE OF THE TRUE HUMAN. ENOUGH FOR YOU TO THIS POINT. NEXT, WE SHALL CONSIDER OUR WORLD SO THAT WE MIGHT COMPLETE THE DISCUSSION OF ITS STRUCTURE AND ITS GOVERNMENT IN A PRECISE MANNER. THEN IT WILL BE CLEAR HOW BELIEF IN HIDDEN THINGS, WHICH HAVE BEEN APPARENT FROM THE FOUNDATION TO THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE, CAME ABOUT. 
THE BLESSED INNOCENT SPIRITS
NOW I COME TO THE MAIN POINTS ABOUT IMMORTAL HUMANKIND. I SHALL EXPLAIN WHY THE BEINGS BELONGING TO THE IMMORTAL HUMAN ARE HERE. WHEN A MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE CAME INTO BEING THROUGH ADAM, WHO WAS FASHIONED, AND FROM MATTER, AND WHEN THE WORLD WAS FILLED, THE RULERS REIGNED OVER IT, THAT IS TO SAY, THEY HELD IT IN IGNORANCE. WHAT IS THE CAUSE? IT IS THIS. SINCE THE IMMORTAL FATHER [STEPHEN] KNOWS THAT DEFICIENCY OF TRUTH CAME INTO BEING AMONG THE ETERNAL REALMS AND THEIR WORLDS, WHEN HE WANTED TO BRING TO NAUGHT THE RULERS OF DESTRUCTION BY MEANS OF THEIR FASHIONED CREATURES, HE SENT YOUR LIKENESSES, NAMELY, THE BLESSED LITTLE GUILELESS SPIRITS, DOWN TO THE WORLD OF DESTRUCTION. THEY ARE NOT STRANGERS, TO KNOWLEDGE. FOR ALL KNOWLEDGE IS IN AN ANGEL WHO APPEARS BEFORE THEM, WHO STANDS IN FRONT OF THE FATHER AND IS NOT POWERLESS TO GIVE THEM KNOWLEDGE. IMMEDIATELY, WHENEVER THEY APPEAR IN THE WORLD OF DESTRUCTION, THEY WILL FIRST REVEAL THE PATTERN OF INCORRUPTIBILITY FOR CONDEMNATION OF THE RULERS AND THEIR POWERS. MOREOVER, WHEN THE BLESSED ONES APPEARED IN THE FASHIONED BODIES OF THE AUTHORITIES, THEY WERE ENVIED. AND BECAUSE OF ENVY, THE AUTHORITIES MIXED THEIR SEED WITH THEM TO [SEXUALLY] DEFILE THEM, BUT THEY WERE NOT ABLE. MOREOVER, WHEN THE BLESSED ONES APPEARED IN THEIR LIGHT, THEY APPEARED DISTINCTIVELY. AND EACH ONE OF THEM FROM THEIR LAND REVEALED THEIR KNOWLEDGE TO THE ASSEMBLY THAT APPEARED IN THE FASHIONED BODIES OF DESTRUCTION. THE ASSEMBLY WAS FOUND TO HAVE EVERY SEED BECAUSE OF THE SEED OF THE AUTHORITIES THAT WAS MIXED WITH IT. THEN THE SAVIOR MADE ALL OF THEM ONE. AND THE SPIRITS OF THESE APPEARED, BEING SUPERIOR AND BLESSED BUT VARYING IN ELECTION, AND MANY OTHERS ARE KINGLESS AND SUPERIOR TO EVERYONE WHO WAS BEFORE THEM. CONSEQUENTLY, FOUR RACES EXIST. THERE ARE THREE THAT BELONG TO THE KINGS OF THE EIGHTH HEAVEN. BUT THE FOURTH RACE IS KINGLESS AND PERFECT, ABOVE THEM ALL. FOR THESE WILL ENTER INTO THE HOLY PLACE OF THEIR FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THEY WILL RESIDE IN REST, AND ETERNAL, INEFFABLE GLORY, AND CEASELESS JOY. THEY ARE ALREADY KINGS, IMMORTAL WITHIN THE MORTAL REALM. THEY WILL PASS JUDGMENT ON THE GODS OF CHAOS AND THEIR POWERS. 
JESUS THE LOGOS
NOW, THE WORD, WHO IS MORE EXALTED THAN ANYONE, WAS SENT FOR THIS WORK ONLY, TO ANNOUNCE WHAT IS UNKNOWN. HE SAID, "THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN THAT WILL NOT APPEAR, AND WHAT WAS UNKNOWN WILL BE KNOWN." NOW THESE WERE SENT SO THEY MIGHT REVEAL WHAT IS HIDDEN AND EXPOSE THE SEVEN AUTHORITIES OF CHAOS AND THEIR IMPIETY. AND THEY WERE CONDEMNED [DAMNED] TO BE KILLED. SO, WHEN ALL THE PERFECT ONES APPEARED IN THE FASHIONED BODIES OF THE RULERS AND REVEALED INCOMPARABLE TRUTH, THEY PUT TO SHAME EVERY WISDOM OF THE GODS, AND THEIR FATE WAS DISCOVERED TO BE CONDEMNABLE [DAMNABLE], THEIR POWER DRIED UP, THEIR DOMINION WAS DESTROYED, AND THEIR FORETHOUGHT AND THEIR GLORY BECAME EMPTY. 
THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE AND THE APOCALYPSE
BEFORE THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE, THE WHOLE PLACE WILL BE SHAKEN BY GREAT THUNDER. THEN THE RULERS WILL LAMENT, CRYING OUT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR DEATH. THE ANGELS WILL MOURN FOR THEIR HUMAN BEINGS, AND THE DEMONS WILL WEEP FOR THEIR TIMES AND SEASONS, AND THEIR PEOPLE WILL MOURN AND CRY OUT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR DEATH. THEN THE AGE WILL BEGIN, AND THEY WILL BE DISTURBED. THEIR KINGS WILL BE DRUNK FROM THE FLAMING SWORD AND WILL MAKE WAR AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, SO THAT THE EARTH WILL BE DRUNK FROM THE BLOOD THAT IS POURED OUT. AND THE SEAS WILL BE TROUBLED BY THAT WAR. THEN THE SUN WILL DARKEN AND THE MOON WILL LOSE ITS LIGHT. THE STARS OF THE HEAVEN WILL DISREGARD THEIR COURSE, AND GREAT THUNDER WILL COME OUT OF GREAT POWER THAT IS ABOVE ALL THE POWERS OF CHAOS, THE PLACE WHERE THE FIRMAMENT OF THE WOMAN IS SITUATED. WHEN SHE HAS CREATED THE FIRST WORK, SHE WILL TAKE OFF HER WISE FLAME OF AFTERTHOUGHT AND WILL PUT ON IRRATIONAL WRATH. THEN SHE WILL DRIVE OUT THE GODS OF CHAOS, WHOM SHE HAD CREATED TOGETHER WITH THE CHIEF CREATOR. SHE WILL CAST THEM DOWN TO THE ABYSS. THEY WILL BE WIPED OUT BY THEIR OWN INJUSTICE. FOR THEY WILL BECOME LIKE THE MOUNTAINS THAT BLAZE OUT FIRE, AND THEY WILL CONSUME ONE ANOTHER UNTIL THEY ARE DESTROYED BY THEIR CHIEF CREATOR. WHEN HE DESTROYS THEM, HE WILL TURN AGAINST HIMSELF AND DESTROY HIMSELF UNTIL HE CEASES TO BE. AND THEIR HEAVENS WILL FALL UPON ONE ANOTHER AND THEIR POWERS WILL BURN. THEIR REALMS WILL ALSO BE OVERTHROWN. AND THE CHIEF CREATOR'S HEAVEN WILL FALL AND SPLIT IN TWO. LIKEWISE, HIS STARS IN THEIR SPHERE WILL FALL DOWN TO THE EARTH, AND THE EARTH WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SUPPORT THEM. THEY WILL FALL DOWN TO THE ABYSS, AND THE ABYSS WILL BE OVERTHROWN. 
THE LIGHT IS SAVED AND GNOSTICS RETURN HOME
THE LIGHT WILL COVER THE DARKNESS AND OBLITERATE IT. IT WILL BECOME LIKE SOMETHING THAT NEVER EXISTED. AND THE SOURCE OF THE DARKNESS WILL BE DISSOLVED. THE DEFICIENCY WILL BE PLUCKED OUT AT ITS ROOT AND THROWN DOWN TO THE DARKNESS. AND THE LIGHT WILL WITHDRAW UP TO ITS ROOT, AND THE GLORY OF THE UNCONCEIVED WILL APPEAR, AND IT WILL FILL ALL THE ETERNAL REALMS, WHEN THE PROPHETIC UTTERANCES AND THE WRITINGS OF THOSE WHO ARE RULERS ARE REVEALED AND ARE FULFILLED BY THOSE WHO ARE CALLED PERFECT. THOSE WHO WERE NOT PERFECTED IN THE UNCONCEIVED FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL RECEIVE THEIR GLORIES IN THEIR REALMS AND IN THE KINGDOMS OF IMMORTALS. BUT THEY WILL NOT EVER ENTER THE KINGLESS REALM. FOR IT IS NECESSARY THAT EVERYONE ENTER THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE HAS COME. EACH ONE BY HIS DEEDS AND HIS GNOSIS WILL REVEAL HIS DIVINE NATURE. 
THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON THE PARAPHRASE OF SHEM
ABOUT THE UNCONCEIVED
THE PARAPHRASE ABOUT THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT; WHAT DERDEKEAS REVEALED TO ME, SHEM, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY.
SHEM HAS A VISION
MY THOUGHT, WHICH WAS IN MY BODY, SNATCHED ME AWAY FROM MY RACE. IT TOOK ME UP TO THE TOP OF THE WORLD, WHICH IS CLOSE TO THE LIGHT THAT SHONE UPON THE WHOLE AREA THERE. I SAW NO EARTHLY LIKENESS, BUT THERE WAS LIGHT. AND MY THOUGHT SEPARATED FROM THE BODY OF DARKNESS AS THOUGH IN SLEEP.
DERDEKEAS TELLS SHEM ABOUT THE POWERS OF THE UNIVERSE
I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME, "SHEM, SINCE YOU ARE FROM AN UNMIXED POWER AND YOU ARE THE FIRST BEING UPON THE EARTH, HEAR AND UNDERSTAND WHAT I SHALL SAY TO YOU FIRST CONCERNING THE GREAT POWERS WHO WERE IN EXISTENCE IN THE BEGINNING BEFORE I APPEARED. THERE WAS LIGHT AND DARKNESS, AND THERE WAS SPIRIT [THE SPIRIT ONLY PRESSES TO THE DARKNESS ONCE & IS SEXUALLY CORRUPTED, BUT ANY OTHER TIME FROM ONCE TO INFINITE THE SPIRIT IS SEXLESSLY INCORRUPTIBLE IN ISAIAH 54:17] BETWEEN THEM. SINCE YOUR ROOT FELL INTO FORGETFULNESS—THAT WHICH WAS THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT—I REVEAL TO YOU THE TRUTH ABOUT THE POWERS. THE LIGHT WAS THOUGHT, FULL OF ATTENTIVENESS AND REASON; THEY WERE UNITED INTO ONE FORM. AND THE DARKNESS WAS WIND IN WATERS. HE POSSESSED THE MIND WRAPPED IN CHAOTIC FIRE. AND THE SPIRIT BETWEEN THEM WAS A GENTLE, HUMBLE LIGHT. THESE ARE THE THREE ROOTS. THEY REIGNED EACH IN THEMSELVES, ALONE. AND THEY COVERED EACH OTHER, EACH ONE WITH ITS POWER. "BUT THE LIGHT, SINCE HE POSSESSED GREAT POWER, KNEW THE ABASEMENT OF THE DARKNESS AND HIS [SEXUAL] DISORDER, NAMELY, THAT THE ROOT WAS NOT STRAIGHT. THE CROOKEDNESS OF THE DARKNESS WAS LACK OF PERCEPTION, NAMELY, THE [SEXUAL] ILLUSION THAT THERE IS NO ONE ABOVE HIM. AND AS LONG AS HE WAS ABLE TO RESTRAIN HIS [SEXUAL] EVIL, HE WAS COVERED WITH THE WATER. AND HE STIRRED. AND THE SPIRIT WAS FRIGHTENED BY THE SOUND. HE LIFTED HIMSELF UP TO HIS STATION, AND HE SAW A GREAT, DARK WATER. AND HE WAS NAUSEATED. THE THOUGHT OF THE SPIRIT STARED DOWN; HE SAW THE INFINITE LIGHT. BUT HE WAS OVERLOOKED BY THE PUTRID ROOT. AND BY THE WILL OF THE GREAT LIGHT THE DARK WATER SEPARATED. THE DARKNESS CAME UP WRAPPED IN VILE IGNORANCE, AND THIS WAS IN ORDER THAT THE MIND MIGHT SEPARATE FROM HIM, BECAUSE HE [SEXUALLY] PRIDED HIMSELF IN IT.
DARKNESS SEES THE SPIRIT
"WHEN THE DARKNESS STIRRED, THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT APPEARED TO HIM. WHEN HE, SAW IT, HE WAS [TRULY] ASTONISHED. HE DID NOT KNOW THAT ANOTHER POWER WAS ABOVE HIM, AND WHEN HE SAW THAT HIS LIKENESS WAS DARK COMPARED WITH THE SPIRIT, HE FELT HURT. AND IN HIS PAIN, HE LIFTED UP, ABOVE THE HEIGHT OF THE MEMBERS OF DARKNESS, HIS MIND, WHICH WAS THE EYE OF THE BITTERNESS OF [SEXUAL] EVIL. HE CAUSED HIS MIND TO TAKE SHAPE IN A MEMBER OF THE PORTIONS OF THE SPIRIT, THINKING THAT, BY STARING DOWN AT HIS [SEXUAL] EVIL, HE WOULD BE ABLE TO EQUAL THE SPIRIT. BUT HE WAS NOT ABLE, FOR HE WANTED TO DO AN IMPOSSIBLE THING, AND IT DID NOT TAKE PLACE. BUT IN ORDER THAT THE MIND OF DARKNESS, WHICH IS THE EYE OF THE BITTERNESS OF [SEXUAL] EVIL, MIGHT NOT BE DESTROYED, SINCE HE WAS MADE PARTIALLY SIMILAR, HE AROSE AND SHONE WITH A FIERY LIGHT UPON ALL OF HADES, THAT THE EQUALITY OF THE FAULTLESS LIGHT MIGHT BECOME APPARENT. FOR THE SPIRIT BENEFITED FROM EVERY FORM OF DARKNESS BECAUSE HE APPEARED IN HIS MAJESTY. "AND THE EXALTED, INFINITE LIGHT APPEARED, FOR HE WAS VERY JOYFUL. HE WISHED TO REVEAL HIMSELF TO THE SPIRIT. AND THE LIKENESS OF THE EXALTED LIGHT APPEARED TO THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT. I APPEARED. I AM THE SON OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE, INFINITE LIGHT. I APPEARED IN THE LIKENESS OF THE SPIRIT, FOR I AM THE RAY OF THE UNIVERSAL LIGHT. AND HIS APPEARANCE TO ME WAS IN ORDER THAT THE MIND OF DARKNESS MIGHT NOT REMAIN IN HADES. FOR THE DARKNESS MADE HIMSELF LIKE HIS MIND IN A PORTION OF THE MEMBERS. WHEN I, O SHEM, APPEARED IN THE LIKENESS, SO THAT THE DARKNESS MIGHT BECOME DARK TO HIMSELF, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, AND SO THAT THE DARKNESS MIGHT BECOME DEVOID OF EVERY ASPECT OF THE POWER THAT HE POSSESSED, THE MIND DREW THE CHAOTIC FIRE, WITH WHICH IT WAS COVERED, FROM THE MIDST OF THE DARKNESS AND THE WATER. AND FROM THE DARKNESS THE WATER BECAME A CLOUD, AND FROM THE CLOUD THE WOMB TOOK SHAPE. THE CHAOTIC FIRE, WHICH WAS A DEVIATION, WENT THERE.
DARKNESS EJACULATES MIND INTO THE WOMB OF NATURE
"AND WHEN THE DARKNESS SAW THE WOMB, HE BECAME UNCHASTE. AND WHEN HE HAD AROUSED THE WATER, HE RUBBED THE WOMB. HIS MIND DISSOLVED DOWN TO THE DEPTHS OF NATURE. IT MINGLED WITH THE POWER OF THE BITTERNESS OF DARKNESS. AND THE WOMB'S EYE RUPTURED AT THE WICKEDNESS IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT NOT AGAIN, BRING FORTH THE MIND. FOR IT WAS A SEED OF NATURE FROM THE DARK ROOT. AND WHEN NATURE HAD TAKEN TO HERSELF THE MIND BY MEANS OF THE DARK POWER, EVERY LIKENESS TOOK SHAPE IN HER. AND WHEN THE DARKNESS HAD ACQUIRED THE LIKENESS OF THE MIND, IT RESEMBLED THE SPIRIT. FOR NATURE ROSE UP TO EXPEL IT; SHE WAS POWERLESS AGAINST IT, SINCE SHE DID NOT HAVE A FORM FROM THE DARKNESS. FOR SHE BROUGHT IT FORTH IN THE CLOUD. AND THE CLOUD SHONE. A MIND APPEARED IN IT LIKE A FRIGHTFUL, HARMFUL FIRE. THE MIND COLLIDED AGAINST THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT, SINCE IT POSSESSED A LIKENESS FROM HIM, IN ORDER THAT NATURE MIGHT BECOME EMPTY OF THE CHAOTIC FIRE. AND IMMEDIATELY NATURE WAS DIVIDED INTO FOUR PARTS. THEY BECAME CLOUDS THAT VARIED IN THEIR APPEARANCE. THEY WERE CALLED HYMEN, AFTERBIRTH, POWER, AND WATER. AND THE HYMEN AND THE AFTERBIRTH AND THE POWER WERE CHAOTIC FIRES. AND THE MIND WAS DRAWN FROM THE MIDST OF THE DARKNESS AND THE WATER—SINCE THE MIND WAS IN THE MIDST OF NATURE AND THE DARK POWER—IN ORDER THAT THE HARMFUL WATERS MIGHT NOT CLING TO IT. BECAUSE OF THIS, NATURE WAS DIVIDED, ACCORDING TO MY WILL, IN ORDER THAT THE MIND MAY RETURN TO ITS POWER, WHICH THE DARK ROOT, MIXED WITH THE MIND, HAD TAKEN FROM IT. AND THE DARK ROOT APPEARED IN THE WOMB. AT THE DIVISION OF NATURE, THE DARK ROOT SEPARATED FROM THE DARK POWER, WHICH IT POSSESSED FROM THE MIND. THE MIND WENT INTO THE MIDST OF THE POWER—THIS WAS THE MIDDLE REGION OF NATURE. 
THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT IS IN THE CONFINES OF NATURE
"THE SPIRIT OF LIGHT, WHEN THE MIND BURDENED HIM, WAS ASTONISHED. AND THE FORCE OF HIS ASTONISHMENT CAST OFF THE BURDEN. AND IT RETURNED TO ITS HEAT. IT PUT ON THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT. AND WHEN NATURE MOVED AWAY FROM THE POWER OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT, THE BURDEN RETURNED. AND THE ASTONISHMENT OF THE LIGHT AGAIN, CAST OFF THE BURDEN. IT STUCK TO THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN. AND ALL THE CLOUDS OF DARKNESS CRIED OUT, THEY WHO HAD SEPARATED FROM HADES, BECAUSE OF THE ALIEN POWER. "THIS IS THE SPIRIT OF LIGHT WHO HAS COME IN THEM. AND BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY THE SPIRIT GAZED UP AT THE INFINITE LIGHT, THAT HIS LIGHT MAY BE PITIED AND THE LIKENESS MAY BE BROUGHT UP FROM HADES. AND WHEN THE SPIRIT HAD LOOKED, I FLOWED OUT—I, THE SON OF THE MAJESTY—LIKE A WAVE OF LIGHT AND LIKE A WHIRLWIND OF THE IMMORTAL SPIRIT. AND I BLEW FROM THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN UPON THE ASTONISHMENT OF THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT. THE CLOUD SEPARATED AND CAST LIGHT UPON THE CLOUDS. THESE SEPARATED SO THAT THE SPIRIT MIGHT RETURN. BECAUSE OF THIS THE MIND TOOK SHAPE. ITS REST WAS SHATTERED. FOR THE HYMEN OF NATURE WAS A CLOUD THAT CANNOT BE GRASPED; IT IS A GREAT FIRE. SIMILARLY, THE AFTERBIRTH OF NATURE IS THE CLOUD OF SILENCE; IT IS AN AUGUST FIRE. AND THE POWER THAT WAS MIXED WITH THE MIND—IT, TOO, WAS A CLOUD OF NATURE THAT WAS JOINED WITH THE DARKNESS THAT HAD AROUSED NATURE TO UNCHASTITY. AND THE DARK WATER WAS A FRIGHTFUL CLOUD. AND THE ROOT OF NATURE, WHICH WAS BELOW, WAS CROOKED, SINCE IT IS BURDENSOME AND HARMFUL. THE ROOT WAS BLIND TO THE BOUND LIGHT, WHICH WAS UNFATHOMABLE BECAUSE IT HAD MANY APPEARANCES. 
DERDEKEAS APPEALS ON BEHALF OF THE SPIRIT
"I HAD PITY ON THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT THAT THE MIND HAD RECEIVED. I RETURNED TO MY POSITION TO PRAY TO THE EXALTED, INFINITE LIGHT THAT THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT MIGHT INCREASE THERE AND MIGHT BE FILLED WITHOUT DARK DEFILEMENT. AND REVERENTLY I SAID, YOU, ARE THE ROOT OF THE LIGHT. YOUR HIDDEN FORM HAS APPEARED, O EXALTED, INFINITE ONE. MAY THE WHOLE POWER OF THE SPIRIT SPREAD AND MAY IT BE FILLED WITH ITS LIGHT, O INFINITE LIGHT. THEN HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO JOIN WITH THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT, AND THE POWER OF THE ASTONISHMENT WILL NOT BE ABLE TO MIX WITH NATURE. ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, MY PRAYER WAS ACCEPTED. "AND THE VOICE OF THE WORD WAS HEARD SAYING THROUGH THE MAJESTY OF THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT, 'LOOK, THE POWER HAS BEEN COMPLETED. THE ONE WHO WAS REVEALED BY ME APPEARED IN THE SPIRIT.' "AGAIN, I SHALL APPEAR. I AM DERDEKEAS, THE SON OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE, INFINITE LIGHT. "THE LIGHT OF THE INFINITE SPIRIT CAME DOWN TO FEEBLE NATURE FOR A SHORT TIME UNTIL ALL THE [SEXUAL] IMPURITY OF NATURE BECAME VOID, AND IN ORDER THAT THE DARKNESS OF NATURE MIGHT BE EXPOSED. I PUT ON MY GARMENT, WHICH IS THE GARMENT OF THE LIGHT OF THE MAJESTY—WHICH I AM. I CAME IN THE APPEARANCE OF THE SPIRIT TO CONSIDER THE WHOLE LIGHT, WHICH WAS IN THE DEPTHS OF THE DARKNESS, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, IN ORDER THAT THE SPIRIT BY MEANS OF THE WORD MIGHT BE FILLED WITH HIS LIGHT INDEPENDENTLY OF THE POWER OF THE INFINITE LIGHT. AND AT MY WISH THE SPIRIT AROSE BY HIS OWN POWER. HIS GREATNESS WAS GRANTED TO HIM THAT HE MIGHT BE FILLED WITH HIS WHOLE LIGHT AND DEPART FROM THE WHOLE BURDEN OF THE DARKNESS. FOR WHAT WAS BEHIND WAS A DARK FIRE THAT BLEW AND PRESSED ON THE SPIRIT. AND THE SPIRIT REJOICED BECAUSE HE WAS PROTECTED FROM THE FRIGHTFUL WATER. BUT HIS LIGHT WAS NOT EQUAL TO THE MAJESTY. WHAT HE WAS GRANTED BY THE INFINITE LIGHT WAS GIVEN SO THAT IN ALL HIS MEMBERS HE MIGHT APPEAR AS A SINGLE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF LIGHT. AND WHEN THE SPIRIT AROSE ABOVE THE WATER, HIS DARK LIKENESS BECAME APPARENT. AND THE SPIRIT HONORED THE EXALTED LIGHT: 'SURELY YOU ALONE ARE THE INFINITE ONE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH IN JAMES 1:17], BECAUSE YOU ARE ABOVE EVERY UNCONCEIVED THING, FOR YOU HAVE PROTECTED ME FROM THE DARKNESS. AND AT YOUR WISH I AROSE ABOVE THE POWER OF DARKNESS.' "AND THAT NOTHING MIGHT BE HIDDEN FROM YOU, SHEM, THE THOUGHT, WHICH THE SPIRIT FROM THE GREATNESS HAD CONTEMPLATED, CAME INTO BEING, SINCE THE DARKNESS WAS NOT ABLE TO RESTRAIN HIS [SEXUAL] EVIL. BUT WHEN THE THOUGHT APPEARED, THE THREE ROOTS BECAME KNOWN AS THEY WERE FROM THE BEGINNING. IF THE DARKNESS HAD BEEN ABLE TO RESTRAIN HIS [SEXUAL] EVIL, THE MIND WOULD NOT HAVE SEPARATED FROM HIM, AND ANOTHER POWER WOULD NOT HAVE APPEARED.
DERDEKEAS BRIGHTENS THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT
"BUT FROM THE TIME IT APPEARED I WAS SEEN, THE SON OF THE MAJESTY, THAT THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT MIGHT NOT BECOME FAINT, AND THAT NATURE MIGHT NOT REIGN OVER IT, BECAUSE IT GAZED AT ME. "AND BY THE WILL OF THE GREATNESS MY EQUALITY WAS REVEALED, THAT WHAT IS OF THE POWER MIGHT BECOME APPARENT. YOU ARE THE GREAT POWER THAT CAME INTO BEING, AND I AM THE PERFECT LIGHT THAT IS ABOVE THE SPIRIT AND THE DARKNESS, THE ONE WHO PUTS TO SHAME THE DARKNESS FOR THE [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE OF IMPURE RUBBING. FOR THROUGH THE DIVISION OF NATURE THE MAJESTY WISHED TO BE COVERED WITH HONOR UP TO THE HEIGHT OF THE THOUGHT OF THE SPIRIT. AND THE SPIRIT RECEIVED REST IN HIS POWER. FOR THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE LIGHT IS INSEPARABLE FROM THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT. AND THE [SEXLESS] LAWGIVERS DID NOT NAME HIM AFTER ALL THE CLOUDS OF NATURE, NOR IS IT POSSIBLE TO NAME HIM. FOR EVERY LIKENESS INTO WHICH NATURE HAD DIVIDED IS A POWER OF THE CHAOTIC FIRE, WHICH IS THE MATERIAL SEED. THE ONE WHO TOOK TO HIMSELF THE POWER OF THE DARKNESS IMPRISONED IT IN THE MIDST OF ITS MEMBERS. AND BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, IN ORDER THAT THE MIND AND THE WHOLE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT MIGHT BE PROTECTED FROM EVERY BURDEN AND FROM THE TOIL OF NATURE, A VOICE CAME FORTH FROM THE SPIRIT TO THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN. AND THE LIGHT OF THE ASTONISHMENT BEGAN TO REJOICE WITH THE VOICE THAT WAS GRANTED TO HIM. AND THE GREAT SPIRIT OF LIGHT WAS IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN. HE HONORED THE INFINITE LIGHT AND THE UNIVERSAL LIKENESS, WHO I AM, THE SON OF THE MAJESTY, SAYING, ANASSES DUSES, YOU ARE THE INFINITE LIGHT WHO WAS GIVEN BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY TO ESTABLISH EVERY LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT UPON THE PLACE, AND TO SEPARATE THE MIND FROM THE DARKNESS. FOR IT WAS NOT RIGHT FOR THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT TO REMAIN IN HADES. FOR AT YOUR WISH THE SPIRIT AROSE TO BEHOLD YOUR GREATNESS.' 
DERDEKEAS DISTURBS THE POWERS OF NATURE
"FOR I SAID THESE THINGS TO YOU, SHEM, THAT YOU MIGHT KNOW THAT MY LIKENESS, THE SON OF THE MAJESTY, IS FROM MY INFINITE THOUGHT, SINCE I AM FOR HIM A UNIVERSAL LIKENESS THAT DOES NOT LIE, AND I AM ABOVE EVERY TRUTH AND AM THE ORIGIN OF THE WORD. HIS APPEARANCE IS IN MY BEAUTIFUL GARMENT OF LIGHT, WHICH IS THE VOICE OF THE IMMEASURABLE THOUGHT. WE ARE THAT SINGLE, SOLE LIGHT THAT CAME INTO BEING. HE APPEARED IN ANOTHER ROOT IN ORDER THAT THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT MIGHT BE RAISED FROM FEEBLE NATURE. FOR BY THE WILL OF THE GREAT LIGHT I CAME FORTH FROM THE EXALTED SPIRIT DOWN TO THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN WITHOUT MY UNIVERSAL GARMENT. "AND THE WORD TOOK ME TO HIMSELF, FROM THE SPIRIT, IN THE FIRST CLOUD OF THE HYMEN OF NATURE. AND I PUT ON THIS OF WHICH THE MAJESTY AND THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT MADE ME WORTHY. AND THE THREEFOLD UNITY OF MY GARMENT APPEARED IN THE CLOUD, BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, IN A SINGLE FORM. AND MY LIKENESS WAS COVERED WITH THE LIGHT OF MY GARMENT. AND THE CLOUD WAS DISTURBED, AND IT WAS NOT ABLE TO TOLERATE MY LIKENESS. IT SHED THE FIRST POWER, WHICH IT HAD TAKEN FROM THE SPIRIT—THAT WHICH SHONE ON HIM FROM THE BEGINNING, BEFORE I APPEARED IN THE WORD TO THE SPIRIT. THE CLOUD WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO TOLERATE BOTH OF THEM. AND THE LIGHT THAT CAME FORTH FROM THE CLOUD PASSED THROUGH SILENCE UNTIL IT CAME INTO THE MIDDLE REGION. AND BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, THE LIGHT MIXED WITH HIM, THAT IS, THE SPIRIT THAT EXISTS IN SILENCE, WHICH HAD BEEN SEPARATED FROM THE SPIRIT OF LIGHT. IT WAS SEPARATED FROM THE LIGHT BY THE CLOUD OF SILENCE. THE CLOUD WAS DISTURBED. IT WAS HE WHO GAVE REST TO THE FLAME OF FIRE. HE HUMBLED THE DARK WOMB THAT SHE MIGHT NOT REVEAL OTHER SEED FROM THE DARKNESS. HE KEPT THEM BACK IN THE MIDDLE REGION OF NATURE IN THEIR POSITION, WHICH WAS IN THE CLOUD. THEY WERE TROUBLED BECAUSE THEY DID NOT KNOW WHERE THEY WERE. FOR STILL THEY DO NOT POSSESS THE UNIVERSAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE SPIRIT. "AND WHEN I PRAYED TO THE MAJESTY, TOWARD THE INFINITE LIGHT, THAT THE CHAOTIC POWER OF THE SPIRIT MIGHT GO TO AND FRO, AND THE DARK WOMB MIGHT BE BARREN, AND THAT MY LIKENESS MIGHT APPEAR IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN, AS IF I WERE WRAPPED IN THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT THAT WENT BEFORE ME, AND BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY AND THROUGH THE PRAYER, I CAME IN THE CLOUD IN ORDER THAT THROUGH MY GARMENT—WHICH WAS FROM THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT—THE PLEROMA OF THE WORD MIGHT BRING POWER TO THE MEMBERS WHO POSSESSED IT IN THE DARKNESS. FOR BECAUSE OF THEM I APPEARED IN THIS INSIGNIFICANT PLACE. FOR I AM A HELPER OF EVERYONE WHO HAS BEEN GIVEN A NAME. WHEN I APPEARED IN THE CLOUD, THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT BEGAN TO SAVE ITSELF FROM THE FRIGHTFUL WATER, AND FROM THE CLOUDS OF FIRE THAT HAD BEEN SEPARATED FROM DARK NATURE. AND I GAVE THEM ETERNAL HONOR THAT THEY MIGHT NOT AGAIN ENGAGE IN THE IMPURE [SEXUAL] RUBBING. "AND THE LIGHT THAT WAS IN THE HYMEN WAS DISTURBED BY MY POWER, AND IT PASSED THROUGH MY MIDDLE REGION. IT WAS FILLED WITH THE UNIVERSAL THOUGHT. AND THROUGH THE WORD OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT IT RETURNED TO ITS REST. IT RECEIVED FORM IN ITS ROOT AND SHONE WITHOUT DEFICIENCY. AND THE LIGHT THAT HAD COME FORTH WITH IT FROM SILENCE WENT IN THE MIDDLE REGION AND RETURNED TO THE PLACE. AND THE CLOUD SHONE. AND FROM IT CAME AN UNQUENCHABLE FIRE. AND THE PORTION THAT SEPARATED FROM THE ASTONISHMENT PUT ON FORGETFULNESS. IT WAS DECEIVED BY THE FIRE OF DARKNESS. AND THE SHOCK OF ITS ASTONISHMENT CAST OFF THE BURDEN OF THE CLOUD. IT WAS EVIL, SINCE IT WAS UNCLEAN. AND THE FIRE MIXED WITH THE WATER SO THAT THE WATERS MIGHT BECOME HARMFUL. "NATURE, WHICH HAD BEEN DISTURBED, IMMEDIATELY AROSE FROM THE IDLE WATERS. FOR HER ASCENT WAS SHAMEFUL. AND NATURE TOOK TO HERSELF THE POWER OF FIRE.  SHE BECAME STRONG BECAUSE OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT THAT WAS IN NATURE. HER LIKENESS APPEARED IN THE WATER IN THE FORM OF A FRIGHTFUL BEAST WITH MANY FACES, WHICH IS CROOKED BELOW. A LIGHT WENT DOWN TO CHAOS FILLED WITH MIST AND DUST, IN ORDER TO HARM NATURE. AND THE LIGHT OF ASTONISHMENT IN THE MIDDLE REGION CAME TO IT AFTER HE CAST OFF THE BURDEN OF THE DARKNESS. HE REJOICED WHEN THE SPIRIT AROSE. FOR HE LOOKED FROM THE CLOUDS DOWN AT THE DARK WATERS UPON THE LIGHT THAT WAS IN THE DEPTHS OF NATURE. "SO, I APPEARED THAT I MIGHT GET AN OPPORTUNITY TO GO DOWN TO THE NETHER WORLD, TO THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT THAT WAS BURDENED, THAT I MIGHT PROTECT HIM FROM THE [SEXUAL] EVIL OF THE BURDEN. AND THROUGH HIS LOOKING DOWN AT THE DARK REGION THE LIGHT ONCE MORE CAME UP, THAT THE WOMB MIGHT AGAIN COME UP FROM THE WATER. THE WOMB CAME UP BY MY WILL. GUILEFULLY, THE EYE OPENED. AND THE LIGHT, WHICH HAD APPEARED IN THE MIDDLE REGION AND WHICH HAD SEPARATED FROM THE ASTONISHMENT, RESTED AND SHONE UPON HER. AND THE WOMB SAW THINGS SHE HAD NOT SEEN BEFORE, AND SHE REJOICED JOYFULLY IN THE LIGHT, ALTHOUGH THIS ONE THAT APPEARED IN THE MIDDLE REGION, IN HER WICKEDNESS, IS NOT HERS. WHEN THE LIGHT SHONE UPON HER, AND THE WOMB SAW THINGS SHE HAD NOT SEEN, AND SHE WAS BROUGHT DOWN TO THE WATER, SHE WAS THINKING THAT SHE HAD REACHED THE POWER OF LIGHT. AND SHE DID NOT KNOW THAT HER ROOT WAS MADE IDLE BY THE LIKENESS OF THE LIGHT, AND THAT IT WAS TO THE ROOT THAT HE HAD RUN.
THE LIGHT PRAYS FOR MERCY
"THE LIGHT WAS ASTONISHED, THE ONE THAT WAS IN THE MIDDLE REGION AND THAT WAS BEGINNING AND END. THEREFORE, HIS THOUGHT GAZED DIRECTLY UP AT THE EXALTED LIGHT. AND HE CALLED OUT AND SAID, 'LORD, HAVE MERCY ON ME, FOR MY LIGHT AND MY EFFORT WENT ASTRAY. FOR IF YOUR GOODNESS DOES NOT ESTABLISH ME, I DO NOT KNOW WHERE I AM.' AND WHEN THE MAJESTY HAD HEARD HIM, HE HAD MERCY ON HIM. "AND I APPEARED IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN, IN SILENCE, WITHOUT MY HOLY GARMENT. WITH MY WILL I HONORED MY GARMENT, WHICH HAS THREE FORMS IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN. AND THE LIGHT THAT WAS IN SILENCE, THE ONE FROM THE REJOICING POWER, CONTAINED ME. I WORE IT. AND ITS TWO PARTS APPEARED IN A SINGLE FORM. ITS OTHER PARTS DID NOT APPEAR ON ACCOUNT OF THE FIRE. I BECAME UNABLE TO SPEAK IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN, FOR ITS FIRE WAS FRIGHTFUL, LIFTING ITSELF UP WITHOUT DIMINISHING. AND SO THAT MY GREATNESS AND THE WORD MIGHT APPEAR, I PLACED LIKEWISE MY OTHER GARMENT IN THE CLOUD OF SILENCE. I WENT INTO THE MIDDLE REGION AND PUT ON THE LIGHT THAT WAS IN IT, THAT WAS SUNK IN FORGETFULNESS AND THAT WAS SEPARATED FROM THE SPIRIT OF ASTONISHMENT, FOR HE HAD CAST OFF THE BURDEN. AT MY WISH, NOTHING MORTAL APPEARED TO HIM, BUT THEY WERE ALL IMMORTAL THINGS THAT THE SPIRIT GRANTED TO HIM. AND HE SAID IN THE MIND OF THE LIGHT, 'AI EIS AI OU PHAR DOUIA EI OU, I HAVE COME IN GREAT REST IN ORDER THAT HE MAY GIVE REST TO MY LIGHT IN HIS ROOT, AND MAY BRING IT OUT OF HARMFUL NATURE.'
DERDEKEAS DONS A FIERY GARMENT AND HAS SEX WITH NATURE
"THEN, BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, I TOOK OFF MY GARMENT OF LIGHT. I PUT ON ANOTHER GARMENT OF FIRE, WHICH HAS NO FORM, WHICH IS FROM THE MIND OF THE POWER, WHICH WAS SEPARATED, AND WHICH WAS PREPARED FOR ME, ACCORDING TO MY WILL, IN THE MIDDLE REGION. FOR THE MIDDLE REGION COVERED IT WITH A DARK POWER THAT I MIGHT COME AND PUT IT ON. I WENT DOWN TO CHAOS TO SAVE THE WHOLE LIGHT FROM IT. FOR WITHOUT THE POWER OF DARKNESS I COULD NOT OPPOSE NATURE. WHEN I CAME INTO NATURE, SHE WAS NOT ABLE TO TOLERATE MY POWER. BUT I RESTED MYSELF UPON HER STARING EYE, WHICH WAS A LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT. FOR IT HAD BEEN PREPARED FOR ME AS A GARMENT AND REST BY THE SPIRIT. THROUGH ME, HE OPENED HIS EYES DOWN TO HADES. HE GRANTED NATURE HIS VOICE FOR A TIME. "AND MY GARMENT OF FIRE, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, WENT DOWN TO WHAT IS STRONG, AND TO THE UNCLEAN [SEXUAL] PORTION OF NATURE THAT THE POWER OF DARKNESS WAS COVERING. AND MY GARMENT RUBBED NATURE IN HER COVERING. AND HER UNCLEAN [SEXUAL] FEMININITY WAS STRONG. AND THE WRATHFUL WOMB CAME UP AND MADE THE MIND DRY, RESEMBLING A FISH THAT HAS A DROP OF FIRE AND A POWER OF FIRE. AND WHEN NATURE HAD CAST OFF THE MIND, SHE WAS TROUBLED AND WEPT. WHEN SHE WAS HURT, AND IN HER TEARS, SHE CAST OFF THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT AND REMAINED AS I AM. I PUT ON THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT AND RESTED WITH MY GARMENT ON ACCOUNT OF THE SIGHT OF THE FISH. AND THAT THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF NATURE MIGHT BE CONDEMNED [DAMNED], SINCE SHE IS BLIND, MANIFOLD ANIMALS CAME OUT OF HER, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NUMBER OF THE FLEETING WINDS. ALL OF THEM CAME INTO BEING IN HADES, SEARCHING FOR THE LIGHT OF THE MIND THAT TOOK SHAPE. THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO STAND UP AGAINST IT. I REJOICED OVER THEIR IGNORANCE. 
DERDEKEAS FOOLS NATURE, AND CREATION BEGINS
"THEY FOUND ME, THE SON OF THE MAJESTY, IN FRONT OF THE WOMB THAT HAS MANY FORMS. I PUT ON THE BEAST AND LAID BEFORE HER A GREAT REQUEST THAT HEAVEN AND EARTH MIGHT COME INTO BEING, SO THAT THE WHOLE LIGHT MIGHT RISE UP. FOR IN NO OTHER WAY COULD THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT BE SAVED FROM BONDAGE EXCEPT THAT I APPEAR TO HER IN ANIMAL FORM. THEREFORE, SHE WAS GRACIOUS TO ME AS IF I WERE HER SON. AND ON ACCOUNT OF MY REQUEST, NATURE AROSE, SINCE SHE POSSESSES THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT AND THE DARKNESS AND THE FIRE. FOR SHE HAD TAKEN OFF HER FORMS. WHEN SHE HAD CAST IT OFF, SHE BLEW UPON THE WATER. THE HEAVEN WAS CREATED. AND FROM THE FOAM OF HEAVEN THE EARTH CAME INTO BEING. AND AT MY WISH IT BROUGHT FORTH ALL KINDS OF FOOD IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NUMBER OF THE BEASTS. AND IT BROUGHT FORTH DEW FROM THE WINDS ON ACCOUNT OF YOU AND THOSE WHO WILL BE CONCEIVED THE SECOND TIME UPON THE EARTH. FOR THE EARTH POSSESSED A POWER OF CHAOTIC FIRE. THEREFORE, IT BROUGHT FORTH EVERY SEED. AND WHEN THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH WERE CREATED, MY GARMENT OF FIRE AROSE IN THE MIDST OF THE CLOUD OF NATURE AND SHONE UPON THE WHOLE WORLD UNTIL NATURE BECAME DRY. THE DARKNESS THAT WAS THE EARTH'S GARMENT WAS CAST INTO THE HARMFUL WATERS. THE MIDDLE REGION WAS CLEANSED FROM THE DARKNESS. BUT THE WOMB GRIEVED BECAUSE OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED. SHE PERCEIVED, IN HER PARTS, WATER LIKE A MIRROR. WHEN SHE PERCEIVED IT, SHE WONDERED HOW IT HAD COME INTO BEING. THEREFORE, SHE REMAINED A WIDOW. IT ALSO WAS ASTONISHED THAT IT WAS NOT IN HER. FOR STILL THE FORMS POSSESSED A POWER OF FIRE AND LIGHT. THE POWER REMAINED, THAT IT MIGHT BE IN NATURE UNTIL ALL THE POWERS ARE TAKEN AWAY FROM HER. FOR JUST AS THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT WAS COMPLETED IN THREE CLOUDS, IT IS NECESSARY ALSO THAT THE POWER THAT IS IN HADES BE COMPLETED AT THE APPOINTED TIME. FOR, BECAUSE OF THE GRACE OF THE MAJESTY, I CAME FORTH TO HER FROM THE WATER FOR THE SECOND TIME. FOR MY FACE PLEASED HER. HER FACE ALSO WAS GLAD. 
DERDEKEAS COMMANDS NATURE TO GIVE BIRTH
"AND I SAID TO HER, 'MAY SEED AND POWER COME FORTH FROM YOU UPON THE EARTH.' AND SHE OBEYED THE WILL OF THE SPIRIT THAT SHE MIGHT BE BROUGHT TO NAUGHT. AND WHEN HER FORMS RETURNED, THEY RUBBED THEIR TONGUES WITH EACH OTHER AND COPULATED [HAD SEXUAL INTERCOURSE]; THEY PRODUCED WINDS AND DEMONS AND THE POWER THAT IS FROM THE FIRE AND THE DARKNESS AND THE SPIRIT. BUT THE FORM THAT REMAINED ALONE CAST THE BEAST FROM HERSELF. SHE DID NOT HAVE [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE, BUT SHE WAS THE ONE WHO RUBBED HERSELF ALONE [MASTURBATED]. AND SHE BROUGHT FORTH A WIND THAT POSSESSED A POWER FROM THE FIRE AND THE DARKNESS AND THE SPIRIT. "AND IN ORDER THAT THE DEMONS ALSO MIGHT BECOME DEVOID OF THE POWER THAT THEY POSSESSED THROUGH THE IMPURE [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE, A WOMB WAS WITH THE WINDS RESEMBLING WATER. AND AN UNCLEAN [SEXUAL] PENIS WAS WITH THE DEMONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE [ETERNAL] EXAMPLE OF THE DARKNESS [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S [THE MALE YAHWEH] TOP ETERNAL INVINCIBLE, IMPREGNABLE, INVULNERABLE & IMMUNE HEDGE TO DEAL WITH THE 1 FEMALE ONLY ONCE BECAUSE NO MALE CAN BREAK THROUGH WITH THE LADY STEPHANIE VICTORIA’S [THE FEMALE YAHWEH] TOP ETERNAL INVINCIBLE, IMPREGNABLE, INVULNERABLE & IMMUNE HEDGE THAT NO MALE & NO FEMALE CAN BREAK THROUGH BECAUSE SHE WILL NEVER ETERNALLY DIE, BUT WILL ENDURE ETERNAL PURGATORY FOR A ETERNAL SANCTIFICATION IN THE NEW UNIVERSE IN PROVERBS 8:22-29 ABOVE THE HIGHER THAN MOST HIGHEST TOP WAR IN LORDSHIP AT THE TOP 100.0001% ONLY IN ASLEEP [ZZZZZZ] IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 7:60 IN THE NEW UNIVERSE IN THE CLUSTERED-FUCKED MOUNTAIN OF SEXUAL CORRUPTION AT THE SEXUALLY CORRUPTED LADY STEPHANIE VICTORIA AS THE SUPREME GREAT WITCH’S OWN SIDE ONCE THAT IS ETERNALLY UNESTABLISHED [TOP BIBLICAL MAFIA] IN THE SEXUAL APPROVAL ONCE ONLY IN 100.0001% ETERNAL DISAGREEMENT IN ROMANS 1:32 BEING ETERNALLY SEXUALLY CORRUPTED FROM THE SEXUALLY CORRUPTED LORD SATAN LUCIFER AS THE SUPREME GREAT DEVIL’S OWN FUCKING COMMUNICATION IN JAMES 3:14-16; 4:1-6 IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN PROVERBS 8:30-31 & THE SEXLESS INCORRUPTIBLE LADY STEPHANIE VICTORIA AS THE SUPREME LADY OF KINGDOM’S OWN SIDE ONCE THAT IS ETERNALLY ESTABLISHED IN THE SEXLESS APPROVAL ONCE IN 100.0001% ETERNAL AGREEMENT TO INFINITE APPROVAL IN 100.0001% ETERNAL AGREEMENT IN ROMANS 1:20 IN THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S OWN SEXLESS COMMUNICATION IN JAMES 3:13, 17-18; 4:7-10 & 1ST PETER 5:5-11 ON THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER FOREVER ENDLESSLY [TOP BIBLICAL MAFIA] IN PROVERBS 8:22-29 VERSES THE CLUSTERED MOUNTAIN OF SEXLESS INCORRUPTION AT THE SEXLESS INCORRUPTIBLE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH AS THE SUPREME LORD OF KINGDOM’S OWN SIDE ONCE THAT IS ETERNALLY ESTABLISHED FOREVER ENDLESSLY [TOP BIBLICAL MAFIA] IN HIS OWN SEXLESS COMMUNICATION IN JAMES 3:13, 17-18; 4:7-10 & 1ST PETER 5:5-11 IN PROVERBS 8:22-29 TO THE TOP WAR IN HELL, THIS WORLD, EARTH/HEAVEN & LORDSHIP AT 100.0000% ONLY IN ASLEEP [ZZZZZZ] IN ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 7:60 IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE IN REVELATION 12:7-12 CONCERNS THE LADY VICTORIA/LORD LUCIFER WITH HIS FALLEN SEXUAL WATCHERS GREW SEXUAL DICKS WHEN THEY UNLAWFULLY, ILLEGALLY & UNAUTHORITATIVELY BECAME THE SEXUAL NEPHILIM IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED ONCE IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 BECAUSE OF RESISTING ARREST IN REVELATION 20:1-3 & IMMEDIATELY CAST DOWN TO THE 1ST SEXUAL FORMER UNIVERSE THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED FOREVER ENDLESSLY IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 BECAUSE OF RESISTING ARREST IN REVELATION 20:7-15 BY THE LORD ENOCH CHRIST IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IN THE 1ST SEXUAL FORMER UNIVERSE & THE FALLEN SEXUAL SONS OF GOD GREW SEXUAL DICKS WHEN THEY UNLAWFULLY, ILLEGALLY & UNAUTHORITATIVELY BECAME THE SEXUAL GIANTS ETERNALLY ARRESTED ONCE IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 BECAUSE OF RESISTING ARREST IN THE 1ST SEXUAL FORMER UNIVERSE IN REVELATION 20:1-3 BY THE LORD BARABBAS CHRIST ONCE IN THE SEXUAL APPROVAL ONCE [LIAR] OR THE SEXUAL MONEY APPROVAL ONCE [THIEF] AS A THIEF & A LIAR THAT IS LOCKED-UP IN ZECHARIAH 5:1-4; MALACHI 3:8-12; ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23; 1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10; REVELATION 3:3; 16:15 & ACTS 7:51-53 WHICH MEANS IF YOU ARE SEXUAL, SINFUL & GUILTY [ETERNAL LIARS IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 2ND CORINTHIANS 11:11-15 & 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10] IN SATANIC/BABYLONIAN EVIL/GOOD FROM THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD & EVIL, YOUR ANCESTORS & DESCENDENTS ARE THE FALLEN SEXUAL WATCHERS IN THE BEGINNING IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 ONLY IN THE 1ST SEXUAL FORMER UNIVERSE THAT ALWAYS ULTIMATELY ENDS IN LORD BARABBAS CHRIST’S ETERNAL DEATH ONCE IN EVERY FACET FOR ALL THAT INITIALLY BROUGHT FORTH THE 1ST SEXLESS FORMER UNIVERSE AFTERWARDS, EXCEPT FOR THE LORD ENOCH CHRIST THAT NEVER ETERNALLY DIES, BUT WILL ENDURE ETERNAL PURGATORY FOR A ETERNAL SANCTIFICATION FROM THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE TO THE NEW UNIVERSE VERSES THE LADY VICTORIA/LORD ENOCH WITH HIS STANDING SEXLESS WATCHERS GREW SEXLESS DICKS WHEN THEY LAWFULLY, LEGALLY & AUTHORITATIVELY BECAME THE SEXLESS NEPHILIM IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE BY THE LORD ENOCH CHRIST THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED ONCE IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 TO BE SAVED IN REVELATION 4:1-5:14 & THE STANDING SEXLESS SONS OF GOD GREW SEXLESS DICKS WHEN THEY LAWFULLY, LEGALLY & AUTHORITATIVELY BECAME THE SEXLESS GIANTS IN THE 1ST SEXLESS FORMER UNIVERSE THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED FOREVER ENDLESSLY IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 TO BE SAVED IN REVELATION 21:1-22:21 BY THE LORD STEVE CHRIST ONCE OR THE SEXLESS APPROVAL ONCE [TRUTH] TO INFINITE OR THE SEXLESS MONEY APPROVAL ONCE [THIEF] TO INFINITE AS A THIEF & THE TRUTH THAT IS LOCKED-UP IN ZECHARIAH 5:1-4; MALACHI 3:8-12; ROMANS 1:20; REVELATION 3:3; 16:15 & ACTS 7:60 WHICH MEANS IF YOU ARE SEXLESS, SINLESS & GUILTLESS [ETERNAL TRUTH SPEAKERS IN ROMANS 3:4; TITUS 1:1-2; HEBREWS 6:17-20 & 1ST JOHN 3:9] IN MESSIANIC EVIL/GOOD FROM THE TREE OF LIFE OR THE BURNING BUSH, YOUR ANCESTORS & DESCENDENTS ARE THE STANDING SEXLESS WATCHERS IN THE BEGINNING IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 1ST SEXLESS FORMER UNIVERSE TO THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE THAT ALWAYS ULTIMATELY ENDS IN LORD STEVE CHRIST’S ETERNAL DEATH ONCE TO THE LORD STEVE CHRIST’S ETERNAL LIFE INFINITELY IN EVERY FACET FOR ALL THAT INITIALLY BROUGHT FORTH THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE AFTERWARDS, WHICH ALL THESE THINGS CONCERNS 10 DAYS (NIGHT & DAY) TO RECEIVE THE CROWN OF LIFE ON SUNDAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT TO THE TOP PINNACLE IN PALESTINE IN JERUSALEM, ISRAEL IN THE ULTIMATE BEGINNING IN PROVERBS 8:22 OR SUNDAY NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT TO THE TOP PINNACLE IN THE USA IN FLORENCE, SC IN THE ULTIMATE ENDING IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 IN REVELATION 2:10], AND IN THE WAY, HE RUBBED [THE DICK PENETRATED THE PUSSY] WITH THE WOMB [THE UNLAWFULLY, ILLEGALLY & UNAUTHORITATIVELY SEXUAL SINFUL & GUILTY WOMB [ETERNAL LIARS IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 2ND CORINTHIANS 11:11-15 & 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10] IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 ONLY IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED ONCE IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 BECAUSE OF RESISTING ARREST IN REVELATION 20:1-3 & THE 1ST SEXUAL FORMER UNIVERSE THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED FOREVER ENDLESSLY IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 BECAUSE OF RESISTING ARREST IN REVELATION 20:7-15 BY THE LADY VICTORIA CHRIST [BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] IN THE SEXUAL APPROVAL ONCE [LIAR] OR THE SEXUAL MONEY APPROVAL ONCE [THIEF] AS A THIEF & A LIAR THAT IS LOCKED-UP IN ZECHARIAH 5:1-4; MALACHI 3:8-12; ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23; 1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10; REVELATION 3:3; 16:15 & ACTS 7:51-53 VERSES THE LAWFULLY, LEGALLY & AUTHORITATIVELY SEXLESS, SINLESS & GUILTLESS WOMB [ETERNAL TRUTH SPEAKERS IN ROMANS 3:4; TITUS 1:1-2; HEBREWS 6:17-20 & 1ST JOHN 3:9] IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED ONCE IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-2; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 TO BE SAVED IN REVELATION 4:1-5:14 & IN THE 1ST SEXLESS FORMER UNIVERSE THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED FOREVER ENDLESSLY IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 TO BE SAVED IN REVELATION 21:1-22:21 BY THE LADY VICTORIA CHRIST [PENTECOST & THE GREAT VIRGIN] IN THE SEXLESS APPROVAL ONCE [TRUTH] TO INFINITE OR THE SEXLESS MONEY APPROVAL ONCE [THIEF] TO INFINITE [THIEF] AS A THIEF & THE TRUTH THAT IS LOCKED-UP IN ZECHARIAH 5:1-4; MALACHI 3:8-12; ROMANS 1:20; REVELATION 3:3; 16:15 & ACTS 7:60 IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 1ST SEXLESS FORMER UNIVERSE TO THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE, WHICH ALL THESE THINGS CONCERNS 10 DAYS (NIGHT & DAY) TO RECEIVE THE CROWN OF LIFE ON SUNDAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT TO THE TOP PINNACLE IN PALESTINE IN JERUSALEM, ISRAEL IN THE ULTIMATE BEGINNING IN PROVERBS 8:22 OR SUNDAY NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT TO THE TOP PINNACLE IN THE USA IN FLORENCE, SC IN THE ULTIMATE ENDING IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 IN REVELATION 2:10] FROM THE BEGINNING. AND AFTER THE FORMS OF NATURE HAD BEEN TOGETHER, THEY SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER. THEY CAST OFF THE POWER, BEING ASTONISHED ABOUT THE [SEXUAL] DECEIT THAT HAD HAPPENED TO THEM. THEY GRIEVED WITH AN ETERNAL GRIEF. THEY COVERED THEMSELVES WITH THEIR POWER. "AND WHEN I HAD PUT THEM TO SHAME, I AROSE WITH MY GARMENT IN THE POWER—WHICH IS ABOVE THE BEAST, WHICH IS A LIGHT—IN ORDER THAT I MIGHT MAKE NATURE DESOLATE. THE MIND THAT HAD APPEARED IN THE NATURE OF DARKNESS, AND THAT WAS THE EYE OF DARKNESS, AT MY WISH REIGNED OVER THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS. AND I GAVE HIM A LIKENESS OF FIRE, LIGHT, AND ATTENTIVENESS, AND A SHARE OF GUILELESS REASON. THEREFORE, HE WAS GIVEN OF THE GREATNESS IN ORDER TO BE STRONG IN HIS POWER, INDEPENDENT OF THE POWER, INDEPENDENT OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT AND [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE OF DARKNESS, IN ORDER THAT, AT THE END OF TIME, WHEN NATURE WILL BE DESTROYED, HE MAY REST IN THE HONORED PLACE. FOR HE WILL BE FOUND FAITHFUL, SINCE HE HAS LOATHED THE UNCHASTITY OF [SEXUAL] NATURE WITH THE DARKNESS. THE STRONG POWER OF THE MIND CAME INTO BEING FROM THE MIND AND THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT. BUT THE WINDS, WHICH ARE DEMONS FROM WATER AND FIRE AND DARKNESS AND LIGHT, HAD [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE UNTO PERDITION. AND THROUGH THIS [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE THE WINDS RECEIVED IN THEIR WOMB FOAM FROM THE [SEXUAL] PENIS OF THE DEMONS. THEY CONCEIVED A POWER IN THEIR WOMB. FROM THE BREATHING, THE WOMBS OF THE WINDS GIRDED EACH OTHER UNTIL THE TIMES OF THE BIRTH CAME. THEY WENT DOWN TO THE WATER. AND THE POWER WAS DELIVERED, THROUGH THE BREATHING THAT CAUSES THE BIRTH, IN THE MIDST OF THE RUBBING. AND EVERY FORM OF THE BIRTH RECEIVED SHAPE IN IT. WHEN THE TIMES OF THE BIRTH WERE NEAR, ALL THE WINDS WERE GATHERED FROM THE WATER THAT IS NEAR THE EARTH. THEY GAVE BIRTH TO ALL KINDS OF UNCHASTITY. AND THE PLACE WHERE THE WIND ALONE WENT WAS PERMEATED WITH UNCHASTITY. BARREN WIVES CAME FROM IT AND STERILE HUSBANDS. FOR JUST AS THEY ARE BORN, SO THEY BEAR.
DEMONS BRING THE FLOOD AND THE TOWER OF BABEL
"BECAUSE OF YOU, THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE SPIRIT APPEARED IN THE EARTH AND THE WATER. FOR YOU ARE LIKE THE LIGHT. YOU POSSESS A SHARE OF THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS AND A THOUGHT FROM THE LIGHT OF THE POWER OF THE ASTONISHMENT. FOR EVERYTHING THAT HE BROUGHT FORTH FROM THE WOMB UPON THE EARTH WAS NOT A GOOD THING FOR HER, BUT IT WAS HER GROAN AND HER PAIN, BECAUSE OF THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE THAT APPEARED IN YOU FROM THE SPIRIT [AND NOT THE DEMONS]. FOR YOU ARE EXALTED IN YOUR HEART. AND IT IS A BLESSING, SHEM, IF A PORTION IS GIVEN TO SOMEONE AND HE DEPARTS FROM THE SOUL TO GO TO THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT. FOR THE SOUL IS A BURDEN TO THE DARKNESS, AND THOSE WHO KNOW WHERE THE ROOT OF THE SOUL CAME FROM WILL BE ABLE TO GROPE AFTER NATURE ALSO. FOR THE SOUL IS A WORK OF UNCHASTITY AND AN OBJECT OF SCORN TO THE THOUGHT OF LIGHT. FOR I AM THE ONE WHO REVEALED CONCERNING ALL THAT IS UNCONCEIVED. "AND SO THAT THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF NATURE MIGHT BE FILLED, I MADE THE WOMB, WHICH WAS DISTURBED, PLEASANT—THE BLIND WISDOM—THAT I MIGHT BE ABLE TO BRING IT TO NAUGHT. AND AT MY WISH, HE PLOTTED WITH THE WATER OF DARKNESS AND ALSO THE DARKNESS, THAT THEY MIGHT WOUND EVERY FORM OF YOUR HEART. FOR BY THE WILL OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT THEY SURROUNDED YOU; THEY BOUND YOU IN FAITH. AND SO THAT HIS MIND MIGHT BECOME IDLE, HE SENT A DEMON, THAT THE [SEXUAL] PLAN OF HER WICKEDNESS MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED. AND HE CAUSED A FLOOD, AND HE DESTROYED YOUR RACE, TO TAKE THE LIGHT AND TO TAKE AWAY FROM FAITH. BUT I PROCLAIMED QUICKLY BY THE MOUTH OF THE DEMON THAT A TOWER COME TO BE UP TO THE PARTICLE OF LIGHT, WHICH WAS LEFT IN THE DEMONS AND THEIR RACE—WHICH WAS WATER—THAT THE DEMON MIGHT BE PROTECTED FROM THE TURBULENT CHAOS. AND THE WOMB PLANNED THESE THINGS ACCORDING TO MY WILL, THAT SHE MIGHT POUR FORTH COMPLETELY. A TOWER CAME TO BE THROUGH THE DEMONS. THE DARKNESS WAS DISTURBED BY HIS LOSS. HE LOOSENED THE MUSCLES OF THE WOMB. AND THE DEMON WHO WAS GOING TO ENTER THE TOWER WAS PROTECTED SO THAT THE RACES MIGHT CONTINUE AND MIGHT ACQUIRE COHERENCE THROUGH HIM. FOR HE POSSESSES POWER FROM EVERY FORM. "RETURN HENCEFORTH, O SHEM, AND REJOICE GREATLY OVER YOUR RACE AND FAITH, FOR WITHOUT BODY AND NECESSITY IT IS PROTECTED FROM EVERY BODY OF DARKNESS, BEARING WITNESS TO THE HOLY THINGS OF THE GREATNESS THAT WERE REVEALED TO THEM IN THEIR THOUGHT BY MY WILL. AND THEY SHALL REST IN THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT WITHOUT GRIEF. BUT YOU, SHEM, BECAUSE OF THIS, YOU REMAINED IN THE BODY OUTSIDE THE CLOUD OF LIGHT, THAT YOU MIGHT REMAIN WITH FAITH. AND FAITH WILL COME TO YOU. HER THOUGHT WILL BE TAKEN AND GIVEN TO YOU WITH A CONSCIOUSNESS OF LIGHT. I TOLD YOU THESE THINGS FOR THE BENEFIT OF YOUR RACE FROM THE CLOUD OF LIGHT. AND LIKEWISE, WHAT I SHALL SAY TO YOU CONCERNING EVERYTHING, I SHALL REVEAL TO YOU COMPLETELY, THAT YOU MAY REVEAL IT TO THOSE WHO WILL BE UPON THE EARTH THE SECOND TIME.
A DISTURBANCE UNDOES THE POWER OF NATURE
"O SHEM, THE DISTURBANCE THAT OCCURRED AT MY WISH HAPPENED SO THAT NATURE MIGHT BECOME EMPTY. FOR THE WRATH OF THE DARKNESS SUBSIDED. O SHEM, THE MOUTH OF DARKNESS WAS SHUT. NO LONGER DOES THE LIGHT THAT SHONE FOR THE WORLD APPEAR IN IT, ACCORDING TO MY WILL. AND WHEN NATURE HAD SAID THAT ITS WISH WAS FULFILLED, THEN EVERY FORM WAS ENGULFED BY THE WATERS IN PRIDEFUL IGNORANCE. NATURE TURNED HER DARK VAGINA AND CAST FROM HER THE POWER OF FIRE, WHICH WAS IN HER FROM THE BEGINNING THROUGH THE RUBBING OF THE DARKNESS. IT LIFTED ITSELF UP AND SHONE UPON THE WHOLE WORLD INSTEAD OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE. AND ALL HER FORMS SENT FORTH A POWER LIKE A FLAME OF FIRE UP TO HEAVEN AS A HELP TO THE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED LIGHT, WHICH HAD LIFTED ITSELF UP. FOR THEY WERE MEMBERS OF THE CHAOTIC FIRE. AND SHE DID NOT KNOW THAT SHE HAD HARMED HERSELF. WHEN SHE CAST FORTH THE POWER, THE POWER THAT SHE POSSESSED, SHE CAST IT FORTH FROM THE GENITALS. THE DEMON, WHO IS A [SEXUAL] DECEIVER, STIRRED UP THE WOMB IN EVERY FORM. "AND IN HER IGNORANCE, AS IF SHE WERE DOING A GREAT THING, SHE GRANTED THE DEMONS AND THE WINDS A STAR EACH. FOR WITHOUT WIND AND STAR NOTHING HAPPENS UPON THE EARTH. FOR EVERY POWER IS FILLED BY THEM AFTER THEY WERE RELEASED FROM THE DARKNESS AND THE FIRE AND THE POWER AND THE LIGHT. FOR IN THE PLACE WHERE THEIR DARKNESS AND THEIR FIRE WERE MIXED WITH EACH OTHER, BEASTS WERE BROUGHT FORTH. AND IN THE PLACE OF THE DARKNESS AND THE FIRE, AND THE POWER OF THE MIND, AND THE LIGHT, HUMAN BEINGS CAME INTO EXISTENCE. BEING FROM THE SPIRIT, THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT, MY EYE, DOES NOT EXIST IN EVERY PERSON. FOR BEFORE THE FLOOD CAME FROM THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS, RAIN CAME TO PEOPLE. BUT THEN, IN ORDER THAT THE POWER THAT IS IN THE TOWER MIGHT BE BROUGHT FORTH AND MIGHT REST UPON THE EARTH, NATURE, WHICH HAD BEEN DISTURBED, WANTED TO HARM THE SEED THAT WILL BE UPON THE EARTH AFTER THE FLOOD. DEMONS WERE SENT TO THEM, AND A DEVIATION OF THE WINDS, AND A BURDEN OF THE ANGELS, AND A FEAR OF THE PROPHET, A CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] OF SPEECH, THAT I MAY TEACH YOU, O SHEM, FROM WHAT BLINDNESS YOUR RACE IS PROTECTED. WHEN I HAVE REVEALED TO YOU ALL THAT HAS BEEN SPOKEN, THEN THE RIGHTEOUS ONE WILL SHINE UPON THE WORLD WITH MY GARMENT. AND NIGHT AND DAY WILL BE SEPARATED. FOR I SHALL HASTEN DOWN TO THE WORLD TO TAKE THE LIGHT OF THAT PLACE, THE ONE THAT FAITH POSSESSES. AND I SHALL APPEAR TO THOSE WHO WILL ACQUIRE THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT. FOR BECAUSE OF THEM MY MAJESTY APPEARED.
SODOM, CITY OF GNOSIS, IS UNJUSTLY BURNED
"WHEN HE WILL HAVE APPEARED, O SHEM, UPON THE EARTH, IN THE PLACE THAT WILL BE CALLED SODOM [THE 2ND SODOM DIFFERENT FROM THE 1ST SODOM & GOMORRAH], THEN SAFEGUARD THE INSIGHT THAT I SHALL GIVE YOU. FOR THOSE WHOSE HEART WAS PURE WILL CONGREGATE TO YOU, BECAUSE OF THE WORD THAT YOU WILL REVEAL. FOR WHEN YOU APPEAR IN THE WORLD, DARK NATURE WILL SHAKE AGAINST YOU, TOGETHER WITH THE WINDS AND A DEMON, THAT THEY MAY DESTROY THE INSIGHT. BUT YOU, PROCLAIM QUICKLY TO THE SODOMITES YOUR UNIVERSAL TEACHING, FOR THEY ARE YOUR MEMBERS. FOR THE DEMON OF HUMAN FORM WILL PART FROM THAT PLACE BY MY WILL, SINCE HE IS IGNORANT. HE WILL GUARD THIS UTTERANCE. BUT THE SODOMITES, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, WILL BEAR WITNESS TO THE UNIVERSAL TESTIMONY. THEY WILL REST WITH A PURE CONSCIENCE IN THE PLACE OF THEIR REPOSE, WHICH IS THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT. AND AS THESE THINGS WILL HAPPEN, SODOM WILL BE BURNED UNJUSTLY BY A BASE NATURE. FOR THE [SEXUAL] EVIL WILL NOT CEASE IN ORDER THAT YOUR MAJESTY MAY REVEAL THAT PLACE. "THEN THE DEMON WILL DEPART WITH FAITH. AND THEN HE WILL APPEAR IN THE FOUR REGIONS OF THE WORLD. AND WHEN FAITH APPEARS IN THE LAST LIKENESS, THEN WILL HER APPEARANCE BECOME MANIFEST. FOR THE FIRSTBORN IS THE DEMON WHO APPEARED IN THE [SEXUAL] UNION OF NATURE WITH MANY FACES, THAT FAITH MIGHT APPEAR IN HIM. FOR WHEN HE APPEARS IN THE WORLD, EVIL [SEXUAL] PASSIONS WILL ARISE, AND EARTHQUAKES, AND WARS, AND FAMINES, AND BLASPHEMIES. FOR BECAUSE OF HIM THE WHOLE WORLD WILL BE DISTURBED. HE WILL SEEK THE POWER OF FAITH AND LIGHT; HE WILL NOT FIND IT. FOR AT THAT TIME THE OTHER DEMON WILL APPEAR UPON THE RIVER TO BAPTIZE WITH AN IMPERFECT BAPTISM, AND TO TROUBLE THE WORLD WITH A [SEXUAL] BONDAGE OF WATER. BUT IT IS NECESSARY FOR ME TO APPEAR IN THE MEMBERS OF THE THOUGHT OF FAITH TO REVEAL THE GREAT THINGS OF MY POWER. I SHALL SEPARATE IT FROM THE DEMON, WHO IS SOLDAS. AND THE LIGHT THAT HE POSSESSES FROM THE SPIRIT I SHALL MIX WITH MY INVINCIBLE GARMENT, AS WELL AS HIM WHOM I SHALL REVEAL IN THE DARKNESS FOR YOUR SAKE AND FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR RACE, WHICH WILL BE PROTECTED FROM THE [SEXUAL] EVIL DARKNESS.
THE LITANY [PRAYER]
"KNOW, O SHEM, THAT WITHOUT ELORCHAIOS AND AMOIAS AND STROPHAIAS AND CHELKEAK AND CHELKEA AND ELAIOS, NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO PASS BY THIS [SEXUALLY] WICKED REGION. FOR THIS IS MY TESTIMONY, THAT THROUGH IT I HAVE BEEN VICTORIOUS OVER THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED REGION. AND I HAVE TAKEN THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT FROM THE FRIGHTFUL WATER. FOR WHEN THE APPOINTED DAYS OF THE DEMON—HE WHO WILL [SEXUALLY] BAPTIZE ERRINGLY—DRAW NEAR, THEN I SHALL APPEAR IN THE BAPTISM OF THE DEMON TO REVEAL WITH THE MOUTH OF FAITH A TESTIMONY TO THOSE WHO BELONG TO HER. I TESTIFY OF YOU, SPARK, UNQUENCHABLE, OSEI, THE ELECT OF THE LIGHT, THE EYE OF HEAVEN, AND FAITH, THE FIRST AND THE LAST, AND SOPHIA, AND SAPHAIA, AND SAPHAINA, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SPARK, AND THE IMPURE LIGHT. AND YOU, EAST, AND WEST, AND NORTH, AND SOUTH, UPPER AIR AND LOWER AIR, AND ALL THE POWERS AND AUTHORITIES, YOU ARE IN CREATION. AND YOU, MOLUCHTHA AND SOCH, ARE FROM EVERY WORK AND EVERY IMPURE EFFORT OF [SEXUAL] NATURE. "THEN I SHALL COME THROUGH THE DEMON DOWN TO THE WATER. AND WHIRLPOOLS OF WATER AND FLAMES OF FIRE WILL RISE UP AGAINST ME. THEN I SHALL COME UP FROM THE WATER, HAVING PUT ON THE LIGHT OF FAITH AND THE UNQUENCHABLE FIRE, THAT THROUGH MY HELP THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT MAY CROSS OVER, SHE WHO HAS BEEN CAST IN THE WORLD BY THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS AND THE STARS. AND IN THEM EVERY UNCHASTITY WILL BE FILLED. "FINALLY, O SHEM, CONSIDER YOURSELF PLEASING IN THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT. DO NOT LET YOUR THOUGHT HAVE DEALINGS WITH THE FIRE AND THE BODY OF DARKNESS, WHICH WAS AN UNCLEAN [SEXUAL] WORK. THESE THINGS THAT I TEACH YOU ARE RIGHT.
THE PARAPHRASE
"THIS IS THE PARAPHRASE: FOR YOU DID NOT REMEMBER THAT IT IS FROM THE [SEXLESS] FIRMAMENT THAT YOUR RACE HAS BEEN PROTECTED. ELORCHAIOS IS THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIGHT, THE PLACE FROM WHICH I HAVE COME, THE WORD THAT HAS NO EQUAL. AND THE LIKENESS IS MY HONORED GARMENT. AND DERDEKEAS IS THE NAME OF HIS WORD IN THE VOICE OF THE LIGHT. AND STROPHAIA IS THE BLESSED GLANCE, WHICH IS THE SPIRIT. AND CHELKEACH IS MY GARMENT, WHO HAS COME FROM THE ASTONISHMENT, WHO WAS IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN THAT APPEARED AS A CLOUD WITH THREE FORMS. AND CHELKEA IS MY GARMENT THAT HAS TWO FORMS, HE WHO WAS IN THE CLOUD OF SILENCE. AND CHELKE IS MY GARMENT THAT WAS GIVEN HIM FROM EVERY REGION; IT WAS GIVEN HIM IN A SINGLE FORM FROM THE GREATNESS, AND HE WAS IN THE CLOUD OF THE MIDDLE REGION. AND THE STAR OF THE LIGHT THAT WAS MENTIONED IS MY INVINCIBLE GARMENT, WHICH I WORE IN HADES; THIS, THE STAR OF THE LIGHT, IS THE MERCY THAT SURPASSES THE THOUGHT AND THE TESTIMONY OF THOSE WHO BEAR WITNESS. AND THE TESTIMONY WAS MENTIONED: THE FIRST AND THE LAST, FAITH, THE MIND OF THE WIND OF DARKNESS. AND SOPHAIA AND SAPHAINA ARE IN THE CLOUD OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SEPARATED FROM THE CHAOTIC FIRE. AND THE RIGHTEOUS SPARK IS THE CLOUD OF LIGHT THAT HAS SHONE IN YOUR MIDST. FOR IN THE CLOUD OF LIGHT MY GARMENT WILL GO DOWN TO CHAOS. BUT THE IMPURE LIGHT, A POWER, APPEARED IN THE DARKNESS AND BELONGS TO DARK NATURE. AND THE UPPER AIR AND THE LOWER AIR, AND THE POWERS AND THE AUTHORITIES, THE DEMONS AND THE STARS, THESE POSSESSED A PARTICLE OF FIRE AND A LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT. AND MOLUCHTHAS IS A WIND, FOR WITHOUT IT NOTHING IS BROUGHT FORTH UPON THE EARTH. HE HAS A LIKENESS OF A SERPENT AND A UNICORN. HIS PROTRUSIONS ARE MANIFOLD WINGS. AND THE REMAINDER IS THE WOMB THAT HAS BEEN DISTURBED. 
THE BLESSING OF SHEM AND THE PEOPLE OF SPIRIT
"YOU ARE BLESSED, SHEM, FOR YOUR RACE HAS BEEN PROTECTED FROM THE DARK WIND, WHICH IS MANY-FACED. AND THEY WILL BEAR WITNESS TO THE UNIVERSAL TESTIMONY AND TO THE IMPURE [SEXUAL] RUBBING OF NATURE. AND THEY WILL BECOME HIGHER OF MIND BY REMEMBERING THE LIGHT. "O SHEM, NO ONE WHO WEARS THE BODY WILL BE ABLE TO COMPLETE THESE THINGS. BUT THROUGH REMEMBRANCE HE WILL BE ABLE TO GRASP THEM, IN ORDER THAT, WHEN HIS MIND SEPARATES FROM THE BODY, THESE THINGS MAY THEN BE REVEALED TO HIM. THEY HAVE BEEN REVEALED TO YOUR RACE. O SHEM, IT IS DIFFICULT FOR SOMEONE WEARING A BODY TO COMPLETE THESE THINGS, AS I SAID TO YOU. AND IT IS A SMALL NUMBER THAT WILL COMPLETE THEM, THOSE WHO POSSESS THE PARTICLE OF THE MIND AND THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT. THEY WILL KEEP THEIR MIND FROM THE IMPURE [SEXUAL] RUBBING. FOR MANY IN THE RACE OF NATURE WILL SEEK THE SECURITY OF THE POWER. THEY WILL NOT FIND IT, NOR WILL THEY BE ABLE TO DO THE WILL OF FAITH. FOR THEY ARE SEED OF THE UNIVERSAL DARKNESS. THEY WILL BE FOUND IN MUCH SUFFERING. THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS WILL HATE THEM. AND THE BONDAGE OF THE BODY IS SEVERE. FOR WHERE THE WINDS, AND THE STARS, AND THE DEMONS ARE CAST OUT FROM THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT, THERE REPENTANCE AND TESTIMONY COME UPON THEM, AND MERCY WILL LEAD THEM TO THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT. AND THOSE WHO ARE REPENTANT WILL FIND REST IN THE CONSUMMATION AND FAITH, IN THE PLACE OF THE HYMEN. THIS IS THE FAITH THAT WILL FILL THE PLACE THAT HAS BEEN LEFT EMPTY. BUT THOSE WHO DO NOT SHARE IN THE SPIRIT OF LIGHT AND IN FAITH WILL DISSOLVE IN THE DARKNESS, THE PLACE WHERE REPENTANCE DID NOT COME. "IT IS I WHO OPENED THE ETERNAL GATES THAT WERE SHUT FROM THE BEGINNING. TO THOSE WHO LONG FOR THE BEST OF LIFE, AND THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY OF REST, HE REVEALED THEM. I GRANTED PERCEPTION TO THOSE WHO PERCEIVE. I DISCLOSED TO THEM ALL THE THOUGHTS AND THE TEACHING OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONES. AND I DID NOT BECOME THEIR ENEMY AT ALL. BUT WHEN I HAD ENDURED THE WRATH OF THE WORLD, I WAS VICTORIOUS. THERE WAS NOT ONE OF THEM WHO KNEW ME. THE GATES OF FIRE AND ENDLESS SMOKE OPENED AGAINST ME. ALL THE WINDS ROSE UP AGAINST ME. THE THUNDERINGS AND THE LIGHTNING FLASHES FOR A TIME WILL RISE UP AGAINST ME. AND THEY WILL BRING THEIR WRATH UPON ME. AND ON ACCOUNT OF ME, WITH REGARD TO THE FLESH, THEY WILL RULE OVER THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR RACE. 
IMPURE BAPTISM LEADS TO [SEXUAL] BONDAGE
"AND MANY WHO WEAR ERRING FLESH WILL GO DOWN TO THE HARMFUL WATERS THROUGH THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS. AND THEY ARE BOUND BY THE WATER. AND THE WATER WILL HEAL WITH A FUTILE REMEDY. IT WILL LEAD ASTRAY, AND IT WILL BIND THE WORLD. AND THOSE WHO DO THE WILL OF NATURE...TWO TIMES IN THE DAY OF THE WATER AND THE FORMS OF NATURE. AND IT WILL NOT BE GRANTED THEM, WHEN FAITH DISTURBS THEM TO TAKE TO HERSELF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE. "O SHEM, IT IS NECESSARY THAT THE THOUGHT BE CALLED BY THE WORD SO THE BONDAGE OF THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT MAY BE SAVED FROM THE FRIGHTFUL WATER. AND IT IS BLESSEDNESS IF IT IS GRANTED SOMEONE TO CONTEMPLATE WHAT IS EXALTED, AND TO KNOW THE EXALTED TIME AND THE BONDAGE. FOR THE WATER IS AN INSIGNIFICANT BODY. AND PEOPLE ARE NOT RELEASED BECAUSE THEY ARE BOUND IN THE WATER, JUST AS FROM THE BEGINNING THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT WAS BOUND. "O SHEM, THEY ARE DECEIVED BY MANIFOLD DEMONS, THINKING THAT THROUGH BAPTISM WITH THE UNCLEANNESS OF WATER, WHICH IS DARK, FEEBLE, IDLE, AND DISTURBING, THE WATER WILL TAKE AWAY [SEXUAL] SINS. AND THEY DO NOT KNOW THAT FROM THE WATER TO THE WATER THERE IS [SEXUAL] BONDAGE, [SEXUAL] ERROR, [SEXUAL] UNCHASTITY, [SEXUAL] ENVY, [SEXUAL] MURDER, [SEXUAL] ADULTERY, [SEXUAL] FALSE WITNESS, [SEXUAL] HERESIES, [SEXUAL] ROBBERIES, [SEXUAL] LUSTS, [SEXUAL] BABBLINGS, [SEXUAL] WRATH, [SEXUAL] BITTERNESS [IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0], THEREFORE, THERE ARE MANY DEATHS THAT BURDEN THEIR THOUGHTS. FOR I FORETELL IT TO THOSE WHO HAVE UNDERSTANDING. THEY WILL REFRAIN FROM THE IMPURE [SEXUAL] BAPTISM. AND THOSE WHO HAVE UNDERSTANDING FROM THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT WILL NOT HAVE DEALINGS WITH THE IMPURE [SEXUAL] RUBBING. AND THEIR HEART WILL NOT GROW FAINT, NOR WILL THEY CURSE, NOR WILL THEY GIVE HONOR TO THE WATER. WHERE THE [SEXUAL] CURSE IS, THERE IS THE [SEXUAL] DEFICIENCY. AND THE BLINDNESS IS WHERE THE HONOR IS. FOR IF THEY MIX WITH THE EVIL ONES, THEY BECOME EMPTY IN THE DARK WATER. WHERE THE WATER HAS BEEN MENTIONED, THERE IS NATURE, AND THE OATH, AND THE LIE, AND THE LOSS. FOR ONLY IN THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT, WHERE THE EXALTED LIGHT RESTED, HAS THE WATER NOT BEEN MENTIONED, NOR CAN IT BE MENTIONED. "FOR THIS IS MY APPEARANCE: WHEN I HAVE COMPLETED THE TIMES THAT ARE ASSIGNED TO ME UPON THE EARTH, THEN I WILL CAST FROM ME MY GARMENT OF FIRE. AND MY UNEQUALLED GARMENT WILL SHINE FORTH UPON ME, AND ALL MY OTHER GARMENTS THAT I PUT ON IN ALL THE CLOUDS THAT WERE FROM THE ASTONISHMENT OF THE SPIRIT. FOR THE AIR WILL TEAR MY GARMENT. MY GARMENT WILL SHINE, AND IT WILL DIVIDE ALL THE CLOUDS UP TO THE ROOT OF THE LIGHT. REST IS THE MIND AND MY GARMENT. AND MY REMAINING GARMENTS, THOSE ON THE LEFT AND THOSE ON THE RIGHT, WILL SHINE ON THE BACK IN ORDER THAT THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE LIGHT MAY APPEAR. FOR IN THE LAST DAY MY GARMENTS THAT I PUT ON IN THE THREE CLOUDS WILL REST IN THEIR ROOT, THAT IS, IN THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT, SINCE THEY ARE WITHOUT [SEXUAL] FAULT, THROUGH THE DIVISION OF THE CLOUDS. THEREFORE, I HAVE APPEARED, FAULTLESS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE CLOUDS, BECAUSE THEY ARE UNEQUAL, THAT THE WICKEDNESS OF NATURE MIGHT BE ENDED. FOR SHE WISHED AT THAT TIME TO SNARE ME. SHE WAS ABOUT TO RESTRAIN SOLDAS, WHO IS THE DARK FLAME, WHO WAS SET ON HIGH, ON THE TREE OF ERROR, THAT IT MIGHT SNARE ME. SHE TOOK CARE OF HER FAITH, BEING VAINGLORIOUS.
REBOUEL IS BEHEADED
"AND AT THAT TIME THE LIGHT WAS ABOUT TO SEPARATE FROM THE DARKNESS, AND A VOICE WAS HEARD IN THE WORLD, SAYING, 'BLESSINGS ON THE EYE THAT HAS SEEN YOU AND THE MIND THAT HAS SUPPORTED YOUR MAJESTY AT MY DESIRE.' IT WILL BE SAID BY THE EXALTED ONE, 'BLESSINGS ON REBOUEL AMONG EVERY RACE OF PEOPLE, FOR IT IS YOU ALONE WHO HAVE SEEN.' AND SHE WILL LISTEN. AND THEY WILL BEHEAD THE WOMAN WHO HAS THE PERCEPTION, WHOM YOU WILL REVEAL UPON THE EARTH. AND ACCORDING TO MY WILL, SHE WILL BEAR WITNESS, AND SHE WILL CEASE FROM EVERY VAIN EFFORT OF NATURE AND CHAOS. FOR THE WOMAN WHOM THEY WILL BEHEAD AT THAT TIME IS THE SUPPORT OF THE POWER OF THE DEMON WHO WILL BAPTIZE THE SEED OF DARKNESS IN SEVERITY, THAT THE SEED MAY MIX WITH UNCHASTITY. HE BEGOT A WOMAN. SHE WAS CALLED REBOUEL. "SEE, O SHEM, HOW ALL THE THINGS I HAVE SAID TO YOU HAVE BEEN FULFILLED AND THE THINGS THAT YOU LACK, ACCORDING TO MY WILL, WILL APPEAR TO YOU AT THAT PLACE UPON THE EARTH, THAT YOU MAY REVEAL THEM AS THEY ARE. DO NOT LET YOUR THOUGHT HAVE DEALINGS WITH THE BODY. FOR I HAVE SAID THESE THINGS TO YOU, THROUGH THE VOICE OF THE FIRE, FOR I ENTERED THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE CLOUDS. AND I SPOKE ACCORDING TO THE LANGUAGE OF EACH ONE. THIS IS MY LANGUAGE THAT I SPOKE TO YOU. AND IT WILL BE TAKEN FROM YOU. AND YOU WILL SPEAK WITH THE VOICE OF THE WORLD UPON THE EARTH. AND IT WILL APPEAR TO YOU WITH THAT APPEARANCE AND VOICE, AND ALL THAT I HAVE SAID TO YOU. HENCEFORTH PROCEED WITH FAITH TO SHINE IN THE DEPTHS OF THE WORLD." 
SHEM RETURNS FROM HIS ECSTATIC JOURNEY
AND I, SHEM, AWOKE AS IF FROM A DEEP SLEEP. I MARVELED WHEN I RECEIVED THE POWER OF THE LIGHT AND HIS WHOLE THOUGHT. AND I PROCEEDED WITH FAITH TO SHINE WITH ME. AND THE RIGHTEOUS ONE FOLLOWED US WITH MY INVINCIBLE GARMENT. AND ALL THAT HE HAD TOLD ME WOULD HAPPEN UPON THE EARTH HAPPENED. NATURE WAS HANDED OVER TO FAITH, THAT FAITH MIGHT OVERTURN HER AND THAT NATURE MIGHT STAND IN THE DARKNESS. SHE PRODUCED A TURNING MOTION WHILE WANDERING NIGHT AND DAY, NOT GETTING REST WITH THE SOULS. THESE THINGS COMPLETED HER [SEXLESS] DEEDS. THEN I REJOICED IN THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT. I CAME FORTH FROM THE DARKNESS AND WALKED IN FAITH WHERE THE FORMS OF NATURE ARE, UP TO THE TOP OF THE EARTH, TO THE THINGS THAT ARE PREPARED. YOUR FAITH IS UPON THE EARTH THE WHOLE DAY. FOR ALL NIGHT AND DAY, SHE SURROUNDS NATURE TO TAKE TO HERSELF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE. FOR NATURE IS BURDENED, AND SHE IS [SEXUALLY] TROUBLED. FOR NONE WILL BE ABLE TO OPEN THE FORMS OF THE WOMB EXCEPT THE MIND ALONE WHO WAS ENTRUSTED WITH THEIR LIKENESS. FOR FRIGHTFUL IS THEIR LIKENESS OF THE TWO FORMS OF NATURE, THE ONE THAT IS BLIND. BUT THEY WHO HAVE A FREE CONSCIENCE REMOVE THEMSELVES FROM THE BABBLING OF NATURE. FOR THEY WILL BEAR WITNESS TO THE UNIVERSAL TESTIMONY; THEY WILL STRIP OFF THE BURDEN OF DARKNESS; THEY WILL PUT ON THE WORD OF THE LIGHT; AND THEY WILL NOT BE KEPT BACK IN THE INSIGNIFICANT PLACE. AND WHAT THEY POSSESS FROM THE POWER OF THE MIND THEY WILL GIVE TO FAITH. THEY WILL BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT GRIEF. AND THE CHAOTIC FIRE THAT THEY POSSESS THEY WILL LEAVE IN THE MIDDLE REGION OF NATURE. AND THEY WILL BE RECEIVED BY MY GARMENTS, WHICH ARE IN THE CLOUDS. IT IS THEY WHO GUIDE THEIR MEMBERS. THEY WILL REST IN THE SPIRIT WITHOUT SUFFERING. AND BECAUSE OF THIS, THE APPOINTED TERM OF FAITH APPEARED UPON THE EARTH FOR A SHORT TIME, UNTIL THE DARKNESS IS TAKEN AWAY FROM HER, AND HER TESTIMONY IS REVEALED THAT WAS REVEALED BY ME. THEY, WHO WILL PROVE TO BE FROM HER ROOT, WILL STRIP OFF THE DARKNESS AND THE CHAOTIC FIRE. THEY WILL PUT ON THE LIGHT OF THE MIND AND BEAR WITNESS. FOR ALL THAT I HAVE SAID MUST HAPPEN. 
THE FINAL DESOLATION
AFTER I CEASE TO BE UPON THE EARTH AND WITHDRAW UP TO MY REST, A GREAT, EVIL [SEXUAL] ERROR WILL COME UPON THE WORLD, AND MANY [SEXUAL] EVILS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NUMBER OF THE FORMS OF NATURE. EVIL TIMES WILL COME. AND WHEN THE ERA OF NATURE IS APPROACHING DESTRUCTION, DARKNESS WILL COME UPON THE EARTH. THE NUMBER WILL BE SMALL. AND A DEMON WILL COME UP FROM THE POWER WHO HAS A LIKENESS OF FIRE. HE WILL DIVIDE THE HEAVEN, AND HE WILL REST IN THE DEPTH OF THE EAST. FOR THE WHOLE WORLD WILL QUAKE. AND THE DECEIVED WORLD WILL BE THROWN INTO CONFUSION. MANY PLACES WILL BE FLOODED BECAUSE OF ENVY OF THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS WHO HAVE A NAME THAT IS SENSELESS: PHORBEA, CHLOERGA. THEY ARE THE ONES WHO GOVERN THE WORLD WITH THEIR TEACHING. AND THEY LEAD ASTRAY MANY HEARTS BECAUSE OF THEIR DISORDER AND THEIR UNCHASTITY. MANY PLACES WILL BE SPRINKLED WITH BLOOD. AND FIVE RACES BY THEMSELVES WILL EAT THEIR SONS. THE REGIONS OF THE SOUTH WILL RECEIVE THE WORD OF THE LIGHT. BUT THEY WHO ARE FROM THE [SEXUAL] ERROR OF THE WORLD AND FROM THE EAST…A DEMON WILL COME FORTH FROM THE BELLY OF THE SERPENT. HE WAS IN HIDING IN A DESOLATE PLACE. HE WILL PERFORM MANY WONDERS. MANY WILL LOATHE HIM. A WIND WILL COME FORTH FROM HIS MOUTH WITH A FEMALE LIKENESS. HER NAME WILL BE CALLED ABALPHE. HE WILL REIGN OVER THE WORLD FROM THE EAST TO THE WEST. THEN NATURE WILL HAVE A FINAL OPPORTUNITY. AND THE STARS WILL CEASE FROM THE SKY. THE MOUTH OF [SEXUAL] ERROR WILL BE OPENED THAT THE EVIL DARKNESS MAY BECOME IDLE AND SILENT. AND IN THE LAST DAY THE FORMS OF NATURE WILL BE DESTROYED WITH THE WINDS AND ALL THEIR DEMONS; THEY WILL BECOME A DARK LUMP, JUST AS THEY WERE FROM THE BEGINNING. AND THE SWEET WATERS THAT WERE BURDENED BY THE DEMONS WILL PERISH. FOR WHERE THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT HAS GONE, THERE ARE MY SWEET WATERS. THE OTHER WORKS OF NATURE WILL NOT BE MANIFEST. THEY WILL MIX WITH THE INFINITE WATERS OF DARKNESS. AND ALL HER FORMS WILL CEASE FROM THE MIDDLE REGION.
SHEM ASCENDS, IN MIND, AND RECITES THE LITANY [PRAYER]
I, SHEM, HAVE COMPLETED THESE THINGS. AND MY MIND BEGAN TO SEPARATE FROM THE BODY OF DARKNESS. MY TIME WAS COMPLETED. AND MY MIND PUT ON THE IMMORTAL TESTIMONY. AND I SAID, "I DECLARE YOUR TESTIMONY, WHICH YOU HAVE REVEALED TO ME: ELORCHAIOS, AND YOU, AMOIAIAS, AND YOU, SEDERKEAS, AND YOUR GUILELESSNESS, STROPHAIAS, AND YOU, CHELKEAK, AND YOU, CHELKEA, AND CHELKE AND ELAIOS, YOU ARE THE IMMORTAL TESTIMONY. I TESTIFY TO YOU, SPARK, THE UNQUENCHABLE ONE, WHO IS AN EYE OF HEAVEN AND A VOICE OF LIGHT, AND SOPHAIA, AND SAPHAIA, AND SAPHAINA, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SPARK, AND FAITH, THE FIRST AND THE LAST, AND THE UPPER AIR AND THE LOWER AIR, AND ALL THE POWERS AND THE AUTHORITIES THAT ARE IN THE WORLD. AND YOU, IMPURE LIGHT, AND YOU ALSO, EAST, AND WEST, AND SOUTH, AND NORTH, YOU ARE THE ZONES OF THE INHABITED WORLD. AND YOU ALSO, MOLUCHTHA AND ESSOCH, YOU ARE THE ROOT OF [SEXUAL] EVIL [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10] AND EVERY WORK AND IMPURE [SEXUAL] EFFORT OF NATURE [JAMES 3:14-16; 4:1-6]." THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT I COMPLETED WHILE BEARING WITNESS. I AM SHEM. ON THE DAY THAT I WAS TO COME FORTH FROM THE BODY, WHEN MY THOUGHT REMAINED IN THE BODY, I AWOKE AS IF FROM A DEEP SLEEP. AND WHEN I AROSE AS IT WERE FROM THE BURDEN OF MY BODY, I SAID, "JUST AS NATURE BECAME OLD, SO IS IT ALSO IN THE DAY OF HUMAN BEINGS. BLESSINGS ON THOSE WHO KNEW, WHEN THEY SLEPT, IN WHAT POWER THEIR THOUGHT RESTED." AND WHEN THE PLEIADES SEPARATED, I SAW CLOUDS, WHICH I SHALL PASS BY. FOR THE CLOUD OF THE SPIRIT IS LIKE A PURE BERYL. AND THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN IS LIKE A SHINING EMERALD. AND THE CLOUD OF SILENCE IS LIKE A FLOURISHING AMARANTH. AND THE CLOUD OF THE MIDDLE REGION IS LIKE A PURE JACINTH. "AND WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS ONE APPEARED IN NATURE [JAMES 3:13, 17-18; 4:7-10 & 1ST PETER 5:5-11], THEN, WHEN NATURE WAS ANGRY, SHE FELT HURT, AND SHE GRANTED TO MORPHAIA TO VISIT HEAVEN. THE RIGHTEOUS ONE VISITS DURING TWELVE PERIODS THAT HE MAY VISIT THEM DURING ONE PERIOD, SO THAT HIS TIME MAY BE COMPLETED QUICKLY AND NATURE MAY BECOME IDLE. 
GO IN GRACE AND FAITH
"BLESSINGS ON THOSE WHO GUARD THEMSELVES AGAINST THE HERITAGE OF DEATH, WHICH IS THE BURDENSOME WATER OF DARKNESS. FOR IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE TO CONQUER THEM IN A FEW MOMENTS, SINCE THEY HASTEN TO COME FORTH FROM THE [SEXUAL] ERROR OF THE WORLD. AND IF THEY ARE CONQUERED, THEY WILL BE KEPT BACK FROM THEM AND BE TORMENTED IN THE DARKNESS UNTIL THE TIME OF THE CONSUMMATION. WHEN THE CONSUMMATION HAS COME AND NATURE HAS BEEN DESTROYED, THEN THEIR THOUGHTS WILL SEPARATE FROM THE DARKNESS. NATURE HAS BURDENED THEM FOR A SHORT TIME. AND THEY WILL BE IN THE INEFFABLE LIGHT OF THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT WITHOUT A FORM. AND THUS, IS THE MIND, AS I HAVE SAID FROM THE FIRST. "HENCEFORTH, O SHEM, GO IN GRACE AND CONTINUE IN FAITH UPON THE EARTH. FOR EVERY POWER OF LIGHT AND FIRE WILL BE COMPLETED BY ME BECAUSE OF YOU. FOR WITHOUT YOU THEY WILL NOT BE REVEALED UNTIL YOU SPEAK OF THEM OPENLY. WHEN YOU CEASE TO BE UPON THE EARTH, THEY WILL BE GIVEN TO THE WORTHY ONES. AND APART FROM THIS PROCLAMATION, LET THEM SPEAK ABOUT YOU UPON THE EARTH, SINCE THEY WILL TAKE THE CAREFREE AND AGREEABLE LAND."
THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON THE SECOND TREATISE OF THE GREAT SETH
I AM IN YOU AND YOU IN ME
THE PERFECT MAJESTY IS AT REST IN THE INEFFABLE LIGHT, IN THE TRUTH OF THE MOTHER [VICTORIA] OF ALL THESE, AND ALL OF YOU THAT ATTAIN TO ME, TO ME ALONE WHO AM PERFECT, BECAUSE OF THE WORD. FOR I EXIST WITH ALL THE GREATNESS OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH IS A FRIEND TO US AND OUR KINDRED ALIKE. SINCE I BROUGHT FORTH A WORD TO THE GLORY OF OUR FATHER [STEPHEN], THROUGH HIS GOODNESS, AS WELL AS AN IMPERISHABLE THOUGHT, THAT IS, THE WORD WITHIN HIM, IT IS SLAVERY THAT WE SHOULD DIE WITH CHRIST, WITH IMPERISHABLE AND UNDEFILED THOUGHT. THIS IS AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE MARVEL, THE WRITING OF THE INEFFABLE WATER, WHICH IS THE WORD FROM US: I AM IN YOU AND YOU ARE IN ME, JUST AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS IN YOU IN INNOCENCE [EPHESIANS 4:6].
I COME FROM ABOVE AND AM [SEXLESSLY] INCARNATED
LET US GATHER AN ASSEMBLY TOGETHER. LET US VISIT THAT CREATION OF HIS. LET US SEND SOMEONE FORTH IN IT, SO THAT HE MAY VISIT THE THOUGHTS IN THE REGIONS BELOW. AND I SAID THESE THINGS TO THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE GREAT ASSEMBLY OF THE REJOICING MAJESTY. THE WHOLE HOUSE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH REJOICED THAT I AM THE ONE WHO IS FROM THEM. I REFLECTED UPON THE THOUGHTS THAT CAME OUT OF THE UNDEFILED SPIRIT ABOUT THE DESCENT UPON THE WATER, THAT IS, THE REGIONS BELOW. AND THEY ALL HAD A SINGLE MIND, SINCE IT IS FROM ONE SOURCE. THEY ORDERED ME, AND BECAUSE I WAS WILLING, I CAME FORTH TO REVEAL THE GLORY TO MY KINDRED AND MY FELLOW SPIRITS. FOR THOSE WHO WERE IN THE WORLD HAD BEEN PREPARED BY THE WILL OF OUR SISTER SOPHIA—SHE WHO IS A WHORE—BECAUSE OF HER INNOCENCE THAT HAS NOT BEEN UTTERED. AND SHE DID NOT ASK ANYTHING FROM THE REALM OF ALL, NOR FROM THE GREATNESS OF THE ASSEMBLY, NOR FROM THE PLEROMA, WHEN SHE PREVIOUSLY CAME FORTH TO PREPARE LODGINGS AND PLACES FOR THE SON OF LIGHT AND THE FELLOW WORKERS. SHE TOOK MATERIALS FROM THE ELEMENTS BELOW TO BUILD BODILY DWELLINGS FROM THEM. BUT HAVING COME INTO BEING IN AN EMPTY GLORY, THEY ENDED IN DESTRUCTION IN THE DWELLINGS IN WHICH THEY WERE. SINCE THEY WERE PREPARED BY SOPHIA, THEY STAND READY TO RECEIVE THE LIFE-GIVING WORD OF THE INEFFABLE ONE AND THE GREATNESS OF THE ASSEMBLY OF ALL THOSE WHO PERSEVERE AND THOSE WHO ARE IN ME. I VISITED A BODILY DWELLING. I CAST OUT THE ONE WHO WAS IN IT FIRST, AND I WENT IN. AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE RULERS BECAME TROUBLED. AND ALL THE MATTER OF THE RULERS AS WELL AS ALL THE POWERS BORN OF THE EARTH WERE SHAKEN WHEN THEY SAW THE LIKENESS OF THE IMAGE, SINCE IT WAS MIXED. AND I WAS THE ONE WHO WAS IN THE IMAGE, NOT RESEMBLING HIM WHO WAS IN THE BODY FIRST. FOR HE WAS AN EARTHLY MAN, BUT I, I AM FROM ABOVE THE HEAVENS. I DID NOT REFUSE THEM EVEN TO BECOME CHRIST, BUT I DID NOT REVEAL MYSELF TO THEM IN THE [SEXLESS] LOVE THAT WAS COMING FORTH FROM ME. I REVEALED THAT I AM A STRANGER TO THE REGIONS BELOW. 
THE RULERS ARE DISTURBED
THERE WAS A GREAT DISTURBANCE IN THE WHOLE EARTHLY AREA, WITH [SEXUAL] CONFUSION AND FLIGHT, AS WELL AS IN THE PLAN OF THE RULERS. AND SOME WERE PERSUADED, WHEN THEY SAW THE WONDERS THAT WERE BEING ACCOMPLISHED BY ME. AND ALL THOSE FLED, THOSE OF THE RACE THAT DESCENDED FROM THE ONE WHO FLED FROM THE THRONE TO THE SOPHIA OF HOPE, SINCE SHE HAD EARLIER GIVEN THE SIGN CONCERNING US AND ALL THE ONES WITH ME—THOSE OF THE RACE OF ADONAIOS. OTHERS ALSO FLED, AS THOUGH SENT FROM THE WORLD RULER AND THOSE WITH HIM, AND BROUGHT EVERY KIND OF PUNISHMENT UPON ME. AND THERE WAS A FLIGHT OF THEIR MIND ABOUT WHAT THEY WOULD COUNSEL CONCERNING ME, THINKING THAT THEIR OWN GREATNESS IS ALL, AND SPEAKING FALSE WITNESS, MOREOVER, AGAINST THE HUMAN AND THE WHOLE GREATNESS OF THE ASSEMBLY. IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO KNOW WHO IS THE [APOSTLE] FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH, THE HUMAN OF GREATNESS. THEY TOOK THE NAME BECAUSE OF CONTACT WITH IGNORANCE—WHICH IS A BURNING AND A VESSEL CREATED TO DESTROY ADAM, WHOM THEY HAD MADE, IN ORDER TO COVER UP THOSE WHO ARE THEIRS IN THE SAME WAY. BUT THEY, THE RULERS, OF THE PLACE OF YALDABAOTH, REVEAL THE REALM OF THE ANGELS, WHICH HUMAN BEINGS WERE SEEKING BECAUSE THEY DID NOT KNOW THE HUMAN OF TRUTH. FOR ADAM, WHOM THEY HAD FORMED, APPEARED TO THEM. AND A FEARFUL DISTURBANCE CAME ABOUT THROUGHOUT THEIR ENTIRE DWELLING, LEST THE ANGELS SURROUNDING THEM REBEL. FOR ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE WHO WERE OFFERING PRAISE I DIED, BUT NOT REALLY, BECAUSE THEIR ARCHANGEL WAS VACUOUS [EXPRESSIONLESS]. 
THE WORLD RULER TRIES TO KILL ME
AND THEN A VOICE OF THE WORLD RULER CAME TO THE ANGELS: "I AM GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT ME." BUT I LAUGHED JOYFULLY WHEN I EXAMINED HIS [SEXUAL] CONCEIT. BUT HE WENT ON TO SAY, "WHO IS THE HUMAN?" AND THE ENTIRE HOST OF HIS ANGELS WHO HAD SEEN ADAM AND HIS DWELLING WERE LAUGHING AT HIS SMALLNESS. AND THUS, DID THEIR THOUGHT COME TO BE REMOVED OUTSIDE THE MAJESTY OF THE HEAVENS, AWAY FROM THE HUMAN OF TRUTH, WHOSE NAME THEY SAW, SINCE HE IS IN A SMALL DWELLING PLACE. THEY ARE FOOLISH AND SENSELESS IN THEIR EMPTY THOUGHT, NAMELY, THEIR LAUGHTER, AND IT WAS CONTAGION FOR THEM. THE WHOLE GREATNESS OF THE FATHERHOOD OF THE SPIRIT WAS AT REST IN ITS PLACES. AND I WAS WITH HIM, SINCE I HAVE A THOUGHT OF A SINGLE EMANATION FROM THE ETERNAL ONES AND THE UNKNOWABLE ONES, UNDEFILED AND IMMEASURABLE. I PLACED THE SMALL THOUGHT IN THE WORLD, HAVING DISTURBED THEM AND FRIGHTENED THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE ANGELS AND THEIR RULER. AND I WAS VISITING THEM ALL WITH FIRE AND FLAME BECAUSE OF MY THOUGHT. AND EVERYTHING PERTAINING TO THEM WAS BROUGHT ABOUT BECAUSE OF ME. AND THERE CAME ABOUT A DISTURBANCE AND A FIGHT AROUND THE SERAPHIM AND CHERUBIM, SINCE THEIR GLORY WILL FADE, AND THERE WAS [SEXUAL] CONFUSION AROUND ADONAIOS ON BOTH SIDES AND AROUND THEIR DWELLING, UP TO THE WORLD RULER AND THE ONE WHO SAID, "LET US SEIZE HIM." OTHERS AGAIN SAID, "THE PLAN WILL CERTAINLY NOT MATERIALIZE." FOR ADONAICS KNOWS ME BECAUSE OF HOPE. AND I WAS IN THE MOUTHS OF LIONS. AND AS FOR THE PLAN THAT THEY DEVISED ABOUT ME TO RELEASE THEIR [SEXUAL] ERROR AND THEIR SENSELESSNESS [ETERNAL BULLSHIT], I DID NOT SUCCUMB TO THEM AS THEY HAD PLANNED. AND I WAS NOT AFFLICTED AT ALL [THE FUCKING DEAL DID NOT GO DOWN & IT WAS UNSUCCESSFUL]. THOSE WHO WERE THERE PUNISHED ME, YET I DID NOT DIE IN REALITY BUT IN APPEARANCE, IN ORDER THAT I NOT BE PUT TO SHAME BY THEM BECAUSE THESE ARE MY KINSFOLK. I REMOVED THE SHAME FROM ME, AND I DID NOT BECOME FAINTHEARTED IN THE FACE OF WHAT HAPPENED TO ME AT THEIR HANDS. I WAS ABOUT TO SUCCUMB TO FEAR, AND I SUFFERED MERELY ACCORDING TO THEIR SIGHT AND THOUGHT SO THAT NO WORD MIGHT EVER BE FOUND TO SPEAK ABOUT THEM. FOR MY DEATH, WHICH THEY THINK HAPPENED, HAPPENED TO THEM IN THEIR [SEXUAL] ERROR AND BLINDNESS, SINCE THEY NAILED THEIR MAN UNTO THEIR DEATH. THEIR THOUGHTS DID NOT SEE ME, FOR THEY WERE DEAF AND BLIND. BUT IN DOING THESE THINGS, THEY CONDEMN [DAMN] THEMSELVES. YES, THEY SAW ME; THEY PUNISHED ME. IT WAS ANOTHER, THEIR FATHER [LUCIFER], WHO DRANK THE GALL AND THE VINEGAR; IT WAS NOT I [SUPERIOR WHITE JESUS]. THEY STRUCK ME WITH THE REED; IT WAS ANOTHER, SIMON [INFERIOR BLACK JESUS], WHO BORE THE CROSS ON HIS SHOULDER. IT WAS ANOTHER UPON WHOM THEY PLACED THE CROWN OF THORNS. BUT I WAS REJOICING IN THE HEIGHT OVER ALL THE WEALTH OF THE RULERS AND THE OFFSPRING OF THEIR [SEXUAL] ERROR, OF THEIR EMPTY GLORY. AND I WAS LAUGHING AT THEIR IGNORANCE. 
JESUS DESCENDS INCOGNITO AND LIBERATES THE GNOSTICS
AND I SUBJECTED ALL THEIR POWERS. FOR AS I CAME DOWNWARD, NO ONE SAW ME. FOR I WAS ALTERING MY SHAPES, CHANGING FROM FORM TO FORM. AND SO, WHEN I WAS AT THEIR GATES, I ASSUMED THEIR LIKENESS. FOR I PASSED THEM BY QUIETLY, AND I WAS VIEWING THE PLACES, AND I WAS NEITHER AFRAID NOR ASHAMED, FOR I WAS UNDEFILED. AND I WAS SPEAKING WITH THEM, MINGLING WITH THEM THROUGH THOSE WHO ARE MINE, AND TRAMPLING ON THOSE WHO ARE HARSH TO THEM WITH ZEAL, AND QUENCHING THE FLAME. AND I WAS DOING ALL THESE THINGS BECAUSE OF MY DESIRE TO ACCOMPLISH WHAT I DESIRED BY THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ABOVE. AND THE SON OF THE MAJESTY, WHO WAS HIDDEN IN THE REGION BELOW, WE BROUGHT TO THE HEIGHT WHERE I AM WITH ALL THESE AEONS, WHICH NO ONE HAS SEEN OR KNOWN, WHERE THE WEDDING OF THE WEDDING ROBE IS, THE NEW ONE AND NOT THE OLD, WHICH DOES NOT [SEXUALLY] PERISH. FOR IT IS A NEW AND PERFECT BRIDAL CHAMBER OF THE HEAVENS, AND I HAVE REVEALED THAT THERE ARE THREE WAYS, WHICH ARE AN UNDEFILED MYSTERY IN A SPIRIT OF THIS AEON, WHICH DOES NOT PERISH, NOR IS IT FRAGMENTARY, NOR ABLE TO BE SPOKEN OF; RATHER, IT IS UNDIVIDED, UNIVERSAL, AND PERMANENT. FOR THE SOUL, THE ONE FROM THE HEIGHT, WILL NOT SPEAK ABOUT THE [SEXUAL] ERROR THAT IS HERE, NOR TRANSFER FROM THESE AEONS, SINCE IT WILL BE TRANSFERRED WHEN IT BECOMES FREE AND ENDOWED WITH NOBILITY IN THE WORLD, STANDING BEFORE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WITHOUT WEARINESS AND FEAR, ALWAYS MIXED WITH THE MIND OF POWER AND OF FORM. THEY WILL SEE ME FROM EVERY SIDE WITHOUT HATRED. FOR SINCE THEY SEE ME, THEY ARE BEING SEEN AND ARE MIXED WITH THEM. SINCE THEY DID NOT PUT ME TO SHAME, THEY WERE NOT PUT TO SHAME. SINCE THEY WERE NOT AFRAID BEFORE ME, THEY WILL PASS BY EVERY GATE WITHOUT FEAR AND WILL BE PERFECTED IN THE THIRD GLORY. IT WAS MY CROSS [THE LORD BARABBAS CHRIST] THAT THE WORLD DID NOT ACCEPT, MY APPARENT EXALTATION [THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IN PHILIPPIANS 2:9-11 IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE ONLY], MY THIRD BAPTISM [THE 1ST IS PHYSICAL BIRTH IN LUKE 1-2, THE 2ND IS BORN AGAIN BIRTH IN 1ST JOHN 3:9 & THE 3RD IS BORN OF GOD IN 1ST JOHN 3:9] IN A REVEALED [SEXLESS] IMAGE. WHEN THEY HAD FLED FROM THE FIRE OF THE SEVEN AUTHORITIES, AND THE SUN OF THE POWERS OF THE RULERS SET, DARKNESS OVERTOOK THEM. AND THE WORLD BECAME POOR. AFTER THEY BOUND HIM WITH MANY [SEXLESS] RESTRAINTS, THEY NAILED HIM TO THE CROSS, AND THEY FASTENED HIM WITH FOUR NAILS OF BRASS. THE VEIL OF HIS TEMPLE HE TORE WITH HIS HANDS. THERE WAS A TREMBLING THAT OVERCAME THE CHAOS OF THE EARTH, FOR THE SOULS THAT WERE IN THE SLEEP BELOW WERE RELEASED, AND THEY AROSE. THEY WALKED ABOUT BOLDLY, HAVING SHED JEALOUSY OF IGNORANCE AND UNLEARNEDNESS BESIDE THE DEAD TOMBS; HAVING PUT ON THE NEW HUMAN; HAVING COME TO KNOW THAT PERFECT BLESSED ONE, OF THE ETERNAL AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE INFINITE LIGHT, WHICH IS I. WHEN I CAME TO MY OWN AND UNITED THEM WITH MYSELF, THERE WAS NO NEED FOR MANY WORDS, FOR OUR THOUGHT WAS WITH THEIR THOUGHT. THEREFORE, THEY KNEW WHAT I WAS SAYING, FOR WE TOOK COUNSEL ABOUT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE RULERS. AND THEREFORE, I DID THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO IS I. AFTER WE LEFT FROM OUR HOME AND CAME DOWN TO THIS WORLD AND CAME INTO BEING IN THE WORLD IN BODIES, WE WERE HATED AND PERSECUTED, NOT ONLY BY THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT BUT ALSO, BY THOSE WHO THINK [OBVIOUSLY, YOU THINK YOU ARE GOD & THERE IS NO OTHER GOD, BUT THIS IS ETERNAL BULLSHIT & A ETERNAL LIE WHEN YOU SAY ANY OF THE ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS OR APOCRYPHAL WRITINGS ARE NOT INSPIRED OR CANON OF HOLY SCRIPTURE, BUT MY HOLY BIBLE SAYS ALL SCRIPTURE, NOT JUST A PORTION, BUT ALL SCRIPTURE IS FROM THE LORD & DO YOU NOT TRUST IN THE LORD, ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE IN THE LORD, DO YOU TRY TO LIMIT THE LORD’S TRUTH IN YOUR OWN ETERNAL BULLSHIT, YOU WILL PAY FOR YOUR ETERNAL PARTIAL TRUTHS & ETERNAL DAMN LIES BECAUSE THE LORD, NOT YOU, IS ALL-KNOWING IN JEREMIAH 31:33-34; ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23; 2ND TIMOTHY 3:15-17 & 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10] THAT THEY ARE [TRULY] ADVANCING THE NAME OF CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], SINCE THEY WERE UNKNOWINGLY EMPTY, NOT KNOWING WHO THEY ARE, LIKE DUMB ANIMALS [DUMBASSES IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32 & 2ND PETER 2:16]. THEY PERSECUTED THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN LIBERATED BY ME, SINCE THEY HATE THEM—THOSE WHO, SHOULD THEY SHUT THEIR MOUTH, WOULD WEEP WITH A PROFITLESS GROANING BECAUSE THEY DID NOT FULLY KNOW ME. INSTEAD, THEY SERVED TWO MASTERS, EVEN A MULTITUDE. BUT YOU WILL BECOME VICTORIOUS IN EVERYTHING, IN WAR AND BATTLES, JEALOUS DIVISION AND WRATH. IN THE UPRIGHTNESS OF OUR [SEXLESS] LOVE WE ARE INNOCENT, PURE, AND GOOD, SINCE WE HAVE THE MIND OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN AN INEFFABLE MYSTERY. 
THE IGNORANT RULERS AND THE PERFECT ONES
FOR IT WAS LUDICROUS. IT IS I WHO BEAR WITNESS THAT IT WAS LUDICROUS, SINCE THE RULERS DO NOT KNOW THAT THIS IS AN INEFFABLE UNION OF UNDEFILED TRUTH, AS EXISTS AMONG THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT, OF WHICH THEY MADE AN IMITATION, HAVING PROCLAIMED A DOCTRINE OF A DEAD MAN AND LIES SO AS TO RESEMBLE THE FREEDOM AND PURITY OF THE PERFECT ASSEMBLY, AND HAVING JOINED THEMSELVES IN THEIR DOCTRINE TO FEAR AND SLAVERY, WORLDLY CARES, AND ABANDONED WORSHIP, BEING SMALL AND IGNORANT, SINCE THEY DO NOT CONTAIN THE NOBILITY OF THE TRUTH. FOR THEY [SEXUALLY] HATE THE ONE IN WHOM THEY ARE AND [SEXUALLY] LOVE THE ONE IN WHOM THEY ARE NOT. FOR THEY DID NOT KNOW THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GREATNESS THAT IT IS FROM ABOVE AND FROM A FOUNTAIN OF TRUTH AND NOT FROM SLAVERY AND JEALOUSY, FEAR, AND [SEXUAL] LOVE OF WORLDLY MATTER [SOMETHING TANGIBLE SO YOU CAN PUT YOUR FUCKING SEXUAL HANDS ON IN 1ST JOHN 2:15-17]. FOR THAT WHICH IS NOT THEIRS AND THAT WHICH IS THEIRS THEY USE FEARLESSLY AND FREELY. THEY DO NOT DESIRE BECAUSE THEY HAVE AUTHORITY, AND THEY HAVE A [SEXUAL] LAW FROM THEMSELVES OVER WHATEVER THEY WILL WISH. BUT THOSE WHO HAVE NOT ARE POOR, THAT IS, THOSE WHO POSSESS NOTHING, AND YET THEY DESIRE SOMETHING. AND THEY LEAD ASTRAY THOSE WHO, THROUGH THEM, HAVE BECOME LIKE THOSE WHO POSSESS THE TRUTH OF THEIR FREEDOM, SO AS TO BRING US UNDER A YOKE AND CONSTRAINT OF CARE AND FEAR. THIS PERSON IS IN [SEXUAL] SLAVERY [ROMANS 6:19 & 2ND PETER 2:19]. AND ONE WHO IS BROUGHT BY CONSTRAINT OF FORCE AND THREAT HAS BEEN GUARDED BY GOD. BUT THE ENTIRE NOBILITY OF THE FATHERHOOD IS NOT GUARDED [THE LORD PROTECTS HIMSELF & DOES NOT NEED ANY INFERIOR ETERNAL CREATURE], SINCE HE GUARDS WHAT IS HIS OWN BY HIMSELF, WITHOUT WORD AND CONSTRAINT. HE IS UNITED WITH HIS WILL, HE WHO BELONGS ONLY TO THE THOUGHT OF THE FATHERHOOD, TO MAKE IT PERFECT AND INEFFABLE THROUGH THE LIVING WATER, TO BE WITH YOU MUTUALLY IN WISDOM, NOT ONLY IN WORD OF HEARING BUT IN DEED AND FULFILLED WORD. FOR THE PERFECT ONES ARE WORTHY TO BE ESTABLISHED IN THIS WAY AND TO BE UNITED WITH ME, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY NOT SHARE IN ANY ENMITY, IN A GOOD FRIENDSHIP. I ACCOMPLISH EVERYTHING THROUGH THE GOOD ONE, FOR THIS IS THE UNION OF THE TRUTH, THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE NO ADVERSARY. BUT EVERYONE WHO BRINGS DIVISION—AND SUCH A ONE WILL LEARN NO WISDOM AT ALL, BECAUSE HE BRINGS DIVISION AND IS NOT A [SEXLESS] FRIEND—IS [SEXUALLY] HOSTILE TO THEM ALL [JAMES 4:1-6]. BUT ONE WHO LIVES IN HARMONY AND FRIENDSHIP OF BROTHERLY [SEXLESS] LOVE, NATURALLY AND NOT ARTIFICIALLY, COMPLETELY AND NOT PARTIALLY, THIS PERSON IS TRULY THE DESIRE OF THE FATHER. THIS IS THE UNIVERSAL ONE AND PERFECT [SEXLESS] LOVE. 
THE COUNTERFEIT [SEXUAL] FATHERS

I AM CHRIST, THE HUMAN SON
I AM CHRIST, THE HUMAN SON, THE ONE FROM YOU WHO IS IN YOU. I AM DESPISED FOR YOUR SAKE, IN ORDER THAT YOU YOURSELVES MAY FORGET WHAT IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. AND DO NOT BECOME FEMALE, LEST YOU GIVE BIRTH TO [SEXUAL] EVIL AND ITS BROTHERS: JEALOUSY AND DIVISION, ANGER AND WRATH, FEAR AND A DIVIDED HEART, AND EMPTY, NONEXISTENT [SEXLESS] DESIRE. BUT I AM AN INEFFABLE MYSTERY TO YOU. THEN BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, WHEN THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE ASSEMBLY CAME TOGETHER UPON THE PLACES OF THE REALM OF EIGHT, WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN COUNSEL, THEY MARRIED SPIRITUALLY, WHICH IS IN [SEXLESS] UNION [1ST CORINTHIANS 6:17]. AND THUS, HE WAS PERFECTED IN THE INEFFABLE PLACES BY A LIVING WORD, AND THE UNDEFILED WEDDING [REVELATION 21:1-22:21] WAS CONSUMMATED THROUGH THE MEDIATION OF JESUS, WHO INHABITS THEM ALL AND POSSESSES THEM, WHO ABIDES IN AN UNDIVIDED POWER OF [SEXLESS] LOVE. AND TURNING, HE APPEARS TO HIMSELF AS THE ONE OF ALL THESE, A [SEXLESS] THOUGHT AND A FATHER [STEPHEN], SINCE HE IS ONE. AND HE STANDS OVER AGAINST THEM ALL, SINCE HE AS A WHOLE CAME FORTH ALONE. AND HE IS LIFE, SINCE HE CAME FROM THE FATHER OF INEFFABLE AND PERFECT TRUTH, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THOSE WHO ARE THERE, THE [SEXLESS] UNION OF PEACE AND A FRIEND OF GOOD THINGS, AND LIFE ETERNAL AND UNDEFILED JOY, IN A GREAT HARMONY OF LIFE AND FAITH, THROUGH ETERNAL LIFE OF FATHERHOOD [STEPHEN] AND MOTHERHOOD [VICTORIA] AND SISTERHOOD [STEPHANIE] AND RATIONAL WISDOM. THEY HAD AGREED WITH THE MIND, WHO STRETCHES OUT AND WILL STRETCH OUT IN JOYFUL [SEXLESS] UNION AND IS TRUSTWORTHY AND FAITHFULLY LISTENS. AND THIS IS IN FATHERHOOD [STEPHEN] AND MOTHERHOOD [VICTORIA] AND RATIONAL BROTHERHOOD [JOHN] AND WISDOM. AND THIS IS A WEDDING OF TRUTH [REVELATION 21:1-22:21], AND A REPOSE OF [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION, IN A SPIRIT OF TRUTH [JOHN 4:23-24], IN EVERY MIND, AND A PERFECT LIGHT IN AN UNNAMABLE MYSTERY. BUT THIS IS NOT, NOR WILL IT HAPPEN AMONG US, IN ANY REGION OR PLACE IN DIVISION AND BREACH OF PEACE, BUT IT IS IN [SEXLESS] UNION AND A BANQUET OF [SEXLESS] LOVE, ALL BEING PERFECTED IN THE ONE WHO IS. IT ALSO HAPPENED IN THE PLACES UNDER HEAVEN FOR THEIR RECONCILIATION. THOSE WHO KNEW ME IN SALVATION AND UNDIVIDEDNESS, AND THOSE WHO EXISTED FOR THE GLORY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE TRUTH [2ND TIMOTHY 3:15-17], HAVING BEEN SEPARATED, BLENDED INTO THE ONE THROUGH THE LIVING WORD. AND I AM IN THE SPIRIT AND THE TRUTH [JOHN 4:23-24] OF THE MOTHERHOOD [VICTORIA], SINCE UNITY WAS THERE, JUST AS I WAS AMONG THOSE WHO ARE UNITED IN THE FRIENDSHIP OF FRIENDS FOREVER. THEY KNOW NEITHER [SEXUAL] HOSTILITY AT ALL, NOR [SEXUAL] EVIL, BUT ARE [SEXLESSLY] UNITED BY MY [TRUE] KNOWLEDGE IN WORD AND PEACE, WHICH EXISTS IN PERFECTION WITH EVERYONE AND IN THEM ALL. AND THOSE WHO ASSUMED THE FORM OF MY TYPE WILL ASSUME THE FORM OF MY WORD. INDEED, THESE WILL COME FORTH IN LIGHT FOREVER, AND IN FRIENDSHIP WITH EACH OTHER IN THE SPIRIT, SINCE THEY HAVE KNOWN IN EVERY RESPECT AND INDIVISIBLY THAT THE ONE WHO IS, IS ONE. AND ALL OF THESE ARE ONE. AND THUS, THEY WILL LEARN ABOUT THE ONE, AS WELL AS THE ASSEMBLY AND THOSE DWELLING IN IT. FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL OF THESE EXISTS, BEING IMMEASURABLE AND IMMUTABLE: MIND AND WORD AND DIVISION AND ENVY AND FIRE. AND HE IS ENTIRELY ONE, BEING ALL WITH THEM ALL IN A SINGLE [SEXLESS] DOCTRINE, BECAUSE ALL THESE ARE FROM A SINGLE [SEXLESS] SPIRIT. O UNSEEING ONES, WHY DID YOU NOT KNOW THE MYSTERY RIGHTLY? BUT THE RULERS AROUND YALDABAOTH WERE [SEXUALLY] DISOBEDIENT BECAUSE OF THE THOUGHT WHO WENT DOWN TO HIM FROM HER SISTER SOPHIA. THEY MADE FOR THEMSELVES A [SEXUAL] UNION WITH THOSE WHO WERE WITH THEM IN A MIXTURE OF A FIERY CLOUD, WHICH WAS THEIR ENVY, AND THE REST, WHO WERE BROUGHT FORTH BY THEIR CREATURES, AS IF THEY HAD [SEXUALLY] BRUISED THE NOBLE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE OF THE ASSEMBLY. AND THEREFORE, THEY REVEALED A MIXTURE OF IGNORANCE IN A COUNTERFEIT [SEXUAL] IMAGE [2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15] OF FIRE AND EARTH AND A MURDERER [JOHN 8:37-47], SINCE THEY ARE SMALL AND UNTAUGHT, WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, HAVING DARED THESE THINGS, BUT NOT HAVING UNDERSTOOD THAT [SEXLESS] LIGHT HAS FELLOWSHIP WITH [SEXLESS] LIGHT, AND [SEXUAL] DARKNESS WITH [SEXUAL] DARKNESS, AND THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIBLE WITH THE [SEXUAL] PERISHABLE, AND THE [SEXLESS] IMPERISHABLE WITH THE [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE. 
REST WITH ME FOREVER
NOW, THESE THINGS I HAVE PRESENTED TO YOU—I, JESUS CHRIST, THE HUMAN SON, WHO IS EXALTED ABOVE THE HEAVENS [PHILIPPIANS 2:9-11]—O PERFECT AND INCORRUPTIBLE ONES, BECAUSE OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE AND PERFECT AND INEFFABLE MYSTERY. BUT THEY THINK THAT WE DECREED THEM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD IN ORDER THAT WHEN WE EMERGE FROM THE PLACES OF THE WORLD, WE MAY PRESENT THERE THE SYMBOLS OF [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION FROM THE SPIRITUAL [SEXLESS] UNION WITH [TRUE] KNOWLEDGE. YOU DO NOT KNOW THIS BECAUSE THE FLESHLY CLOUD OVERSHADOWS YOU. BUT I ALONE AM THE [SEXLESS] FRIEND OF SOPHIA [WISDOM]. I HAVE BEEN IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] FROM THE BEGINNING [JOHN 1:14-18], IN THE PLACE OF THE CHILDREN OF THE TRUTH [2ND JOHN 1:1, 4] AND THE GREATNESS. REST THEN WITH ME, MY FELLOW SPIRITS AND MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS, FOREVER. 
THE GNOSTIC BOOK OF THE GOSPEL OF MARY
STUDENTS SPEAK WITH THE SAVIOR
"WILL MATTER BE DESTROYED OR NOT?" THE SAVIOR SAID, "ALL NATURES, ALL FORMED THINGS, ALL CREATURES EXIST IN AND WITH ONE ANOTHER AND WILL BE RESOLVED [DETERMINED] INTO THEIR OWN [SEXLESS] ROOTS. THE NATURE OF MATTER IS RESOLVED [DETERMINED] INTO ITS [SEXLESS] NATURE ALONE. WHOEVER HAS EARS TO HEAR SHOULD HEAR." PETER SAID TO HIM, "SINCE YOU HAVE EXPLAINED EVERYTHING TO US, TELL US ALSO, WHAT IS THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF THE WORLD?" THE SAVIOR SAID, "THERE IS NO [SEXUAL] SIN, BUT YOU CREATE [SEXUAL] SIN WHEN YOU [SEXUALLY] MINGLE [MIXED SEED] AS IN ADULTERY [THE STIPULATION IS TO THE UNMARRIED TO SINGLE AFTER MARRIAGE & NOT FOR THE TRULY SINGLE IN MATTHEW 5:28], WHICH IS CALLED [SEXUAL] SIN. THAT IS WHY THE GOOD CAME TO BE WITH YOU, TO ENTER THE ESSENCE OF EACH [SEXLESS] NATURE, AND TO RESTORE IT TO ITS [SEXLESS] ROOT." HE CONTINUED, "THAT IS WHY YOU BECOME SICK AND DIE, FOR YOU [SEXUALLY] LOVE WHAT DECEIVES YOU. WHOEVER UNDERSTANDS SHOULD UNDERSTAND. "MATTER GAVE BIRTH TO A [SEXUAL] PASSION THAT HAS NOTHING LIKE IT AND CAME FROM WHAT IS CONTRARY TO [SEXLESS] NATURE. THEN THERE ARISES A DISTURBANCE IN THE WHOLE BODY. THAT IS WHY I SAID TO YOU, 'BE OF GOOD COURAGE,' AND IF YOU ARE DISCOURAGED, STILL TAKE COURAGE IN THE DIVERSE FORMS OF [SEXLESS] NATURE. WHOEVER HAS EARS TO HEAR SHOULD HEAR." WHEN THE BLESSED ONE SAID THESE THINGS, HE GREETED ALL OF THEM, SAYING, "PEACE BE WITH YOU. RECEIVE MY PEACE. BE CAREFUL THAT NO ONE LEADS YOU [SEXUALLY] ASTRAY WITH 'COME OVER HERE!' OR 'GO THERE!' THE HUMAN CHILD IS WITHIN YOU. FOLLOW HIM! THOSE WHO SEEK HIM WILL FIND HIM. GO THEN AND PREACH THE [SEXLESS] GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM. DO NOT FOLLOW ANY OTHER WORDS THAN THESE THAT I HAVE COMMANDED, AND DO NOT ESTABLISH [SEXUAL] LAWS, AS THE [SEXUAL] LAWGIVER DID, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT BE [SEXUALLY] BOUND BY THEM." WHEN HE SAID THIS, HE LEFT. 
MARY CONSOLES THE STUDENTS, BUT PETER CHALLENGES HER
THE STUDENTS WERE GRIEVED. THEY WEPT PROFOUNDLY, SAYING, "HOW CAN WE GO TO THE GENTILES AND PREACH THE [SEXLESS] GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF THE HUMAN CHILD? IF THEY DID NOT SPARE HIM, WILL WE BE SPARED [1ST PETER 4:18]?" THEN MARY STOOD UP, GREETED THEM ALL, AND SAID TO HER BROTHERS, "DO NOT WEEP AND DO NOT GRIEVE OR BE IRRESOLUTE, FOR HIS GRACE WILL BE FULLY WITH YOU AND WILL PROTECT YOU. RATHER, LET US PRAISE HIS GREATNESS. HE PREPARED US AND MADE US TRULY HUMAN." WHEN MARY SAID THIS, SHE TURNED THEIR HEARTS TO THE GOOD, AND THEY BEGAN TO DISCUSS THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE SAVIOR. PETER SAID TO MARY, "SISTER, WE KNOW THAT THE SAVIOR [SEXLESSLY] LOVED YOU MORE THAN OTHER WOMEN. TELL US THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE SAVIOR THAT YOU REMEMBER, WHICH YOU KNOW AND WE DO NOT. WE HAVE NOT HEARD THEM." MARY ANSWERED, SAYING, "WHAT IS HIDDEN FROM YOU I WILL REVEAL TO YOU." SHE BEGAN TO SPEAK THESE WORDS, SAYING, "I SAW THE LORD IN A VISION AND I SAID TO HIM, 'LORD, I SAW YOU TODAY IN A VISION.' "HE ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME, 'BLESSINGS ON YOU, SINCE YOU DID NOT WAVER AT THE SIGHT OF ME. WHERE THE MIND IS, THERE IS THE TREASURE.' "I SAID TO HIM, 'LORD, HOW DOES A PERSON SEE A VISION, THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] SOUL OR THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] SPIRIT?' "THE SAVIOR ANSWERED, SAYING, 'A PERSON SEES NEITHER THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] SOUL NOR THE [SEXLESS] SPIRIT. THE [SEXLESS] MIND, WHICH LIVES BETWEEN THE TWO, SEES THE VISION....'" 
MARY RECOUNTS HER VISION OF THE SOUL'S ASCENT BEYOND THE POWERS 
"DESIRE SAID, 'I DID NOT SEE YOU DESCENDING, BUT NOW I SEE YOU ASCENDING. WHY ARE YOU [SEXUALLY] LYING, SINCE YOU BELONG TO ME?' "THE SOUL ANSWERED AND SAID, 'I SAW YOU, BUT YOU DID NOT SEE ME OR KNOW ME. YOU PERCEIVED THE GARMENT I WAS WEARING, BUT YOU DID NOT RECOGNIZE ME.' "AFTER THE SOUL SAID THIS, SHE LEFT, REJOICING GREATLY. "THE SOUL APPROACHED THE THIRD POWER, CALLED IGNORANCE. THE POWER QUESTIONED THE SOUL, SAYING, 'WHERE ARE YOU GOING? YOU ARE BOUND BY [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS, YOU ARE BOUND, SO DO NOT PASS JUDGMENT.' "THE SOUL SAID, 'WHY DO YOU PASS JUDGMENT ON ME, THOUGH I HAVE NOT PASSED JUDGMENT? I WAS BOUND, BUT I HAVE NOT BOUND. I WAS NOT RECOGNIZED, BUT I HAVE RECOGNIZED THAT ALL IS TO BE DISSOLVED, BOTH WHAT IS EARTHLY AND WHAT IS HEAVENLY.' "WHEN THE SOUL OVERCAME THE THIRD POWER, SHE ASCENDED AND SAW THE FOURTH POWER. IT TOOK SEVEN [SEXUAL] FORMS: THE FIRST FORM IS DARKNESS, THE SECOND, DESIRE, THE THIRD, IGNORANCE, THE FOURTH, DEATH WISH, THE FIFTH, FLESHLY KINGDOM, THE SIXTH, FOOLISH FLESHLY WISDOM, THE SEVENTH, ANGRY PERSON'S WISDOM. THESE ARE THE SEVEN POWERS OF WRATH. "THE POWERS ASKED THE SOUL, 'WHERE ARE YOU COMING FROM, SLAYER OF HUMANS, AND WHERE ARE YOU GOING, CONQUEROR OF SPACE?' "THE SOUL ANSWERED AND SAID, 'WHAT BINDS ME IS SLAIN, WHAT SURROUNDS ME IS DESTROYED, MY DESIRE IS GONE, IGNORANCE IS DEAD. IN A WORLD I WAS FREED THROUGH ANOTHER WORLD, AND IN A [SEXLESS] IMAGE I WAS FREED THROUGH A HEAVENLY [SEXLESS] IMAGE. THIS IS THE FETTER OF FORGETFULNESS THAT EXISTS IN THE WORLD OF TIME. FROM NOW ON I SHALL REST, THROUGH TIME, AGE, AND AEON, IN SILENCE."' 
PETER AND ANDREW DOUBT MARY'S WORD
WHEN MARY SAID THIS, SHE FELL SILENT, SINCE THE SAVIOR HAD SPOKEN TO HER OF ALL THESE THINGS. BUT ANDREW ANSWERED, SAYING TO THE BROTHERS, "SAY WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT WHAT SHE SAID. I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE SAVIOR SAID THIS. THESE TEACHINGS ARE OF STRANGE IDEAS." PETER ALSO [SEXLESSLY] OPPOSED HER ABOUT ALL THIS. HE ASKED THE OTHERS ABOUT THE SAVIOR, "DID HE REALLY SPEAK TO A WOMAN SECRETLY, WITHOUT OUR KNOWLEDGE, AND NOT OPENLY? ARE WE TO TURN AND ALL LISTEN TO HER? DID HE PREFER HER TO US?"
LEVI COMES TO MARY'S DEFENSE
THEN MARY WEPT AND SAID TO PETER, "MY BROTHER, PETER, WHAT DO YOU THINK? DO YOU THINK I CONCOCTED THIS IN MY HEART OR I AM [SEXUALLY] LYING ABOUT THE SAVIOR?" LEVI ANSWERED, SAYING TO PETER, "PETER, YOU ARE ALWAYS ANGRY. NOW I SEE YOU CONTENDING AGAINST THIS WOMAN AS IF AGAINST AN ADVERSARY. IF THE SAVIOR MADE HER WORTHY, WHO ARE YOU TO REJECT HER? SURELY THE SAVIOR KNOWS HER VERY WELL. THAT IS WHY HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HER MORE THAN US. WE SHOULD BE ASHAMED AND PUT ON THE PERFECT PERSON AND BE WITH HIM AS HE COMMANDED US, AND WE SHOULD PREACH THE [SEXLESS] GOSPEL, WITHOUT MAKING ANY [SEXLESS] RULE OR [SEXLESS] LAW OTHER THAN WHAT THE SAVIOR SAID." WHEN LEVI SAID THESE THINGS, THEY BEGAN TO GO OUT TO PROCLAIM AND TO PREACH. 
THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON THE NAASSENE SERMON & THE TWO HYMNS
THE 1ST HYMN OF ATTIS
I SHALL SING OF ATTIS, SON OF RHEA, NOT WITH THE CLANG OF BELLS NOR WITH THE FLUTE, NOR WITH THE BELLOWING OF THE KOURETES OF IDA, BUT I SHALL TUNE IT TO THE MUSE OF PHOEBUS'S LYRE. ALL HAIL, ALL HAIL—AS PAN, AS BACCHUS, AS SHEPHERD OF THE SHINING STARS. 
THE 2ND HYMN OF ATTIS: SONG TO ATTIS
WHETHER YOU ARE THE [SEXLESS] OFFSPRING OF KRONOS, OR THE BLESSED CHILD OF ZEUS OR GREAT RHEA, HAIL TO YOU, ATTIS, AT WHOSE NAME RHEA LOOKS DOWN. ASSYRIANS CALL YOU THRICE-LAMENTED ADONIS; ALL EGYPT, OSIRIS; GREEK WISDOM, THE HEAVENLY CRESCENT MOON; SAMOTHRACIANS, VENERABLE ADAMAS; PEOPLE OF HAIMOS, CORYBANT; PHRYGIANS, SOMETIMES PAPAS, SOMETIMES CORPSE OR GOD OR STERILE OR GOATHERD OR HARVESTED GREEN SHEAF OR FLUTE PLAYER WHOM THE FERTILE ALMOND BROUGHT FORTH. 
THE SERMON
THE GREEKS SAY THAT EARTH FIRST BROUGHT FORTH A HUMAN, BEARING A GOOD GIFT, WHO WISHED TO BECOME THE MOTHER NOT OF INSENSIBLE [BULLSHIT] PLANTS OR OF IRRATIONAL [ILLOGICAL] ANIMALS BUT OF A TAME ANIMAL [SEXLESSLY] LOVED BY GOD. THE ASSYRIANS CLAIM THAT AMONG THEM WAS BORN OANNES THE FISH EATER. THE CHALDAEANS MENTION ADAM AND SAY THAT THIS PERSON WAS THE ONLY ONE WHOM THE EARTH PRODUCED. HE LAY WITHOUT BREATH AND MOTIONLESS AND IMMOVABLE LIKE A STATUE. HE WAS AN [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THAT HUMAN [1ST CORINTHIANS 15:45-49] ABOVE, ADAMAS, AND WAS MADE BY MANY POWERS. THE GREAT HUMAN FROM ABOVE, FROM WHOM HE AND "EVERY FAMILY EXISTING ON EARTH AND IN THE HEAVENS" IS DERIVED, HAD TO BE COMPLETELY SUBMISSIVE. THEREFORE, HE WAS GIVEN A SOUL, SO THAT THROUGH THE SOUL THE ENSLAVED CREATURE OF THE GREAT AND MOST EXCELLENT AND PERFECT HUMAN MIGHT SUFFER AND BE PUNISHED. THEY ALSO ASK WHAT THE SOUL IS AND WHERE IT ORIGINATES AND WHAT ITS [SEXLESS] NATURE IS, SINCE IT ENTERS HUMAN BEINGS AND, BY ITS MOVEMENT, ENSLAVES AND PUNISHES THE CREATURE OF THE PERFECT [PROVERBS 6:16-19] BEING ON EARTH. THEY INQUIRE NOT FROM THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURES BUT FROM MYSTICAL [SUPERNATURAL] DOCTRINES. IF YOU SAY THAT EVERYTHING ORIGINATED FROM ONE PRINCIPLE, YOU ARE WRONG, BUT IF YOU SAY IT CAME FROM THREE, YOU ARE RIGHT AND CAN PROVE THE WHOLE MATTER. THERE IS ONE BLESSED [SEXLESS] NATURE OF THE BLESSED ADAM ABOVE, WHO IS ADAMAS. THERE IS ONE MORTAL [SEXLESS] NATURE BELOW. AND THERE IS ONE KINGLESS RACE THAT HAS ASCENDED ABOVE WHERE ARE THE SOUGHT-AFTER MIRIAM, THE GRAND WISE MAN JETHRO AND ZIPPORAH THE SEER, AND MOSES, WHOSE ORIGIN IS NOT IN EGYPT BECAUSE HE HAD SONS IN MIDIAN. THE POETS ALSO KNEW THIS. "ALL THINGS WERE DIVIDED IN THREE, AND EACH RECEIVED HIS LOT OF HONOR." THE GREAT THINGS MUST BE EXPRESSED, BUT EXPRESSED BY EVERYONE IN EVERY POSSIBLE WAY SO "THAT HEARING THEY MAY NOT HEAR AND SEEING MAY NOT SEE." IF THE GREAT THINGS HAD NOT BEEN EXPRESSED, THE UNIVERSE COULD NOT HAVE COME INTO EXISTENCE. THESE ARE THREE SUPREMELY IMPORTANT WORDS: KAULAKAU, SAULASAU, AND ZEESAR—KAULAKAU, THE ONE ABOVE ADAMAS; SAULASAU, THE MORTAL BELOW; AND ZEESAR, THE JORDAN THAT FLOWS UPWARD. THIS IS THE MALE AND FEMALE PERSON WHO IS IN ALL, WHOM THE IGNORANT CALL THREE-BODIED GERYON AS IF HIS NAME MEANT "FLOWING FROM THE EARTH." THE GREEKS GENERALLY CALL HIM "THE HEAVENLY HORN OF THE MOON," BECAUSE HE HAS MIXED AND COMBINED EVERYTHING WITH EVERYTHING ELSE. "FOR ALL THINGS CAME INTO EXISTENCE THROUGH HIM, AND APART FROM HIM NOTHING CAME INTO EXISTENCE. WHAT CAME INTO EXISTENCE IN HIM IS LIFE." "LIFE" IS THE INEFFABLE RACE OF PERFECT HUMAN BEINGS, UNKNOWN TO PREVIOUS GENERATIONS. "NOTHING" THAT "CAME INTO EXISTENCE...APART FROM HIM" IS THE WORLD PROPER, AND THE WORLD PROPER CAME INTO EXISTENCE APART FROM HIM, AND WAS MADE BY THE THIRD AND FOURTH GODS. 
ATTIS
THIS IS THE GREAT AND INEFFABLE MYSTERY OF THE SAMOTHRACIANS THAT ONLY THOSE OF US WHO ARE PERFECT ARE ALLOWED TO KNOW. IN THEIR MYSTERIES THE SAMOTHRACIANS HAVE THE EXPLICIT TRADITION THAT ADAM IS THE ARCHETYPAL HUMAN. IN THE TEMPLE OF THE SAMOTHRACIANS ARE TWO STATUES OF NAKED MEN, WITH BOTH HANDS RAISED TOWARD HEAVEN AND WITH THEIR MALE MEMBERS ERECT LIKE THE STATUE OF HERMES IN CYLLENE. THESE STATUES ARE [SEXLESS] IMAGES OF THE FIRST MAN AND OF THE REGENERATED SPIRITUAL MAN WHO IN EVERY RESPECT POSSESSES THE SAME NATURE AS THE FIRST ONE. THIS IS WHAT THE SAVIOR MEANT WHEN HE SAID, "UNLESS YOU DRINK MY BLOOD AND EAT MY FLESH, YOU WILL NOT ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. BUT IF YOU DRINK THE CUP WHICH I DRINK YOU CANNOT ENTER WHERE I GO." FOR HE KNEW THE [SEXLESS] NATURE OF EACH OF HIS STUDENTS, AND HE KNEW THAT EACH HAD TO FIND HIS PROPER [SEXLESS] NATURE. HE CHOSE TWELVE STUDENTS FROM THE TWELVE TRIBES, AND THROUGH THEM HE SPOKE TO EVERY TRIBE. BUT NOT EVERYONE HEARS THE PREACHING OF THE TWELVE STUDENTS, AND IF THEY DO HEAR, THEY CANNOT ACCEPT THEM. FOR WHAT IS NOT ACCORDING TO [SEXLESS] NATURE IS UNNATURAL FOR THEM. 
CORYBANT
THIS HUMAN IS CALLED CORYBANT BY THE THRACIANS WHO LIVE BY THE HAIMOS RIVER, AND THE PHRYGIANS GIVE HIM A SIMILAR NAME, BECAUSE FROM THE TOP OF THE HEAD AND FROM THE UNIMPRINTED BRAIN HE BEGINS HIS DESCENT AND PASSES THROUGH ALL THE ELEMENTS OF THE LOWER PARTS. WE DO NOT KNOW HOW AND IN WHAT WAY HE COMES DOWN. THIS IS THE MEANING OF "WE HEARD HIS VOICE BUT WE DID NOT SEE HIS APPEARANCE." ONE HEARS HIS VOICE WHEN HE HAS BEEN SEPARATED AND IMPRINTED, BUT NO ONE KNOWS WHAT FORM HE TAKES WHEN HE COMES DOWN FROM ABOVE, FROM THE UNIMPRINTED ONE. IT IS IN THE EARTHLY CREATURE, BUT NO ONE KNOWS IT. THIS IS THE "GOD WHO DWELLS IN THE FLOOD WATERS," ACCORDING TO THE PSALM BOOK, AND WHO MUMBLES AND CRIES OUT "FROM MANY WATERS." THE "MANY WATERS" IS THE MANIFOLD RACE OF PEOPLE FROM WHICH HE SHOUTS AND CRIES TO THE UNIMPRINTED HUMAN, SAYING, "SAVE MY ONLY DAUGHTER FROM THE LIONS." TO HIM WAS SAID, "YOU ARE MY CHILD, ISRAEL. DO NOT FEAR. IF YOU GO THROUGH RIVERS, THEY WILL NOT ENGULF YOU, AND IF YOU GO THROUGH FIRE IT WILL NOT BURN YOU." RIVERS ARE THE MOIST MATTER OF GENERATION; FIRE IS THE IMPULSE AND DESIRE FOR GENERATION: "YOU ARE MINE, DO NOT FEAR." AND AGAIN, "IF A MOTHER FORGETS TO PITY HER CHILDREN OR TO SUCKLE THEM, I TOO WILL FORGET YOU," ADAMAS TELLS THOSE WHO BELONG TO HIM, "BUT IF A WOMAN FORGETS THESE THINGS, I WILL NOT FORGET YOU. I HAVE PAINTED YOU ON MY HANDS." AND CONCERNING HIS ASCENT, WHICH IS THE REGENERATION BY WHICH HE BECOMES SPIRITUAL AND NOT CARNAL, SCRIPTURE SAYS, LET YOUR RULERS LIFT UP THE GATES, AND BE LIFTED UP, ETERNAL GATES, AND THE KING OF GLORY WILL ENTER. THIS IS THE WONDER OF WONDERS, FOR "WHO IS THIS KING OF GLORY?" "A WORM AND NO MAN, THE REPROACH OF A MAN AND THE ONE REJECTED BY THE PEOPLE." "THIS IS THE KING OF GLORY [EXDOUS 15:3], THE ONE MIGHTY IN WAR." "WAR" MEANS THE WAR IN THE BODY, FOR THE CREATURE WAS FORMED OUT OF CONFLICTING ELEMENTS. AS IT IS WRITTEN, "REMEMBER THE WAR"—WHICH TAKES PLACE IN THE BODY. JACOB SAW THIS ENTRANCE AND THIS GATE WHEN HE WENT INTO MESOPOTAMIA, WHEN HE PASSED FROM CHILDHOOD TO YOUTH AND MANHOOD. MESOPOTAMIA IS THE COURSE OF THE GREAT OCEAN, FLOWING FROM THE MIDST OF THE PERFECT HUMAN. AND HE MARVELED AT THE HEAVENLY GATE, SAYING, "HOW FEARFUL IS THIS PLACE. IT IS NO OTHER THAN THE HOUSE OF GOD, AND THIS IS THE GATE OF HEAVEN." FOR THIS REASON, JESUS SAYS," I AM THE TRUE GATE." HE WHO SPEAKS IN THIS WAY IS THE PERFECT BEING, IMPRINTED FROM ABOVE FROM THE UNIMPRINTED ONE. THE PERFECT BEING CANNOT BE SAVED UNLESS HE IS REGENERATED AND ENTERS THROUGH THIS GATE. 
PAPAS
THE SAME HUMAN IS ALSO CALLED PAPAS BY THE PHRYGIANS BECAUSE HE STOPPED EVERYTHING THAT WAS IN A [SEXUAL] DISORDERLY AND [SEXUALLY] CONFUSED MOTION BEFORE HIS APPEARANCE. THE NAME PAPAS BELONGS TO EVERYONE "IN HEAVEN, ON EARTH, AND UNDER THE EARTH." THIS IS TRUE WHEN THEY SAY, "STOP, STOP" THE DISCORD OF THE UNIVERSE AND MAKE "PEACE FOR THOSE FAR OFF," WHO ARE THE MATERIAL AND EARTHLY BEINGS, AND BRING "PEACE TO THOSE NEAR," WHO ARE SPIRITUAL AND INTELLIGENT AND PERFECT. 
FROM CORPSE TO GOD
THE PHRYGIANS ALSO CALL HIM CORPSE, BECAUSE HE IS BURIED IN THE BODY AS IN A SEPULCHER AND TOMB. THIS IS THE MEANING OF "YOU ARE WHITENED TOMBS, FULL OF DEAD MEN'S BONES WITHIN, SINCE THERE IS NO LIVING MAN AMONG YOU,"AND AGAIN, "THE DEAD WILL COME FORTH FROM THE SEPULCHERS," FROM THE EARTHLY BODIES, BEING REGENERATED AS SPIRITUAL BEINGS, NOT CARNAL. THIS IS THE RESURRECTION THAT TAKES PLACE THROUGH THE GATE OF THE HEAVENS. ALL THOSE WHO DO NOT ENTER THROUGH IT REMAIN DEAD. THE PHRYGIANS CALL HIM GOD WHEN HE HAS BEEN TRANSFORMED. HE BECOMES GOD WHEN HE RISES FROM THE DEAD AND THROUGH SUCH A GATE ENTERS INTO HEAVEN. THE MESSENGER PAUL KNEW THIS GATE. HE HALF OPENED IT IN A MYSTERY AND SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN SEIZED BY AN ANGEL AND "TAKEN TO THE SECOND AND THIRD HEAVEN, TO PARADISE ITSELF," WHERE HE SAW WHAT HE SAW, AND "HEARD INEFFABLE WORDS THAT A MAN IS NOT ALLOWED TO RELATE." THESE ARE THE INEFFABLE MYSTERIES OF WHICH ALL PEOPLE SPEAK, "WHICH WE SPEAK IN WORDS TAUGHT NOT BY HUMAN WISDOM BUT BY THE SPIRIT, BY EXPLAINING SPIRITUAL MATTERS TO THE SPIRITUAL. THE PSYCHICAL PEOPLE DO NOT ACCEPT WHAT BELONGS TO THE SPIRIT OF GOD. TO THEM IT IS NONSENSE [BULLSHIT]." THESE ARE THE INEFFABLE MYSTERIES OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH WE ALONE KNOW. THE SAVIOR SAID OF THEM, "NO ONE CAN COME TO ME UNLESS MY HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] DRAWS HIM." BUT IT IS EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT TO RECEIVE AND TO ABSORB THIS GREAT AND INEFFABLE MYSTERY. AND AGAIN, THE SAVIOR SAID, "NOT EVERYONE WHO SAYS TO ME, LORD, LORD, WILL ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, BUT ONE WHO DOES THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN." AND TO SHOW THAT DOERS, NOT ONLY HEARERS, MUST ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, HE SAID AGAIN, "THE TAX COLLECTORS AND PROSTITUTES PRECEDE YOU INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." TAX COLLECTORS ARE THOSE WHO RECEIVE DUTIES ON EVERYTHING, AND WE ARE THE TAX COLLECTORS "TO WHOM THE TAXES OF THE AEONS HAVE COME." THE TAXES OR PERFECTIONS ARE THE SEEDS SOWN IN THE UNIVERSE BY THE UNIMPRINTED ONE. THROUGH THEM THE WHOLE UNIVERSE IS COMPLETED. THROUGH THEM IT BEGAN TO COME INTO EXISTENCE. THIS IS THE MEANING OF THE SAYING, "THE SOWER WENT OUT TO SOW, AND SOME SEED FELL BY THE WAY AND WERE TRODDEN DOWN. OTHERS FELL ON ROCKY GROUND AND SPRANG UP AND, BECAUSE THEY HAD NO DEPTH, WITHERED AND DIED. AND OTHERS FELL ON BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD GROUND AND PRODUCED FRUIT—ONE INTO A HUNDRED, ANOTHER INTO SIXTY, ANOTHER INTO THIRTY. WHOEVER HAS EARS TO HEAR SHOULD HEAR." THIS SIGNIFIES THAT NO ONE HAS BEEN A HEARER OF THESE MYSTERIES EXCEPT THE PERFECT GNOSTICS ALONE. THIS IS THE BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD THAT MOSES MENTIONS, "I WILL LEAD YOU INTO A BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD LAND, INTO A LAND FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY." HONEY AND MILK ARE WHAT THE PERFECT ONES, TASTE TO BECOME KINGLESS AND TO SHARE IN THE PLEROMA. THE PLEROMA IS THAT THROUGH WHICH ALL CREATED BEINGS COME INTO EXISTENCE AND ARE COMPLETED FROM THE UNCREATED. 
STERILE
THE PHRYGIANS ALSO GIVE HIM THE NAME STERILE. HE IS STERILE WHEN HE IS FLESHLY AND PERFORMS THE [SEXUAL] "LUST OF THE FLESH." THIS IS WHAT IS MEANT BY "EVERY TREE THAT DOES NOT BRING FORTH GOOD FRUIT IS CUT DOWN AND CAST INTO FIRE." THE FRUITS ARE ONLY THE RATIONAL, THE LIVING PEOPLE, WHO ENTER THROUGH THE THIRD GATE. THEY SAY, "IF YOU ATE DEAD THINGS AND MADE THEM LIVING, WHAT WILL YOU DO IF YOU EAT LIVING THINGS?" WHAT THEY CALL "LIVING" ARE RATIONAL PRINCIPLES AND INTELLIGENCES AND HUMAN BEINGS, PEARLS THAT THE UNIMPRINTED ONE HAS CAST AS FRUITS INTO THE CREATION. THIS IS THE MEANING OF "DO NOT CAST WHAT IS HOLY TO THE DOGS, OR PEARLS TO SWINE." THE WORK OF SWINE AND DOGS IS THE [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE OF WOMAN WITH MAN. 
GOATHERD
THE PHRYGIANS ALSO CALL HIM GOATHERD, NOT BECAUSE HE FEEDS GOATS, AS THE PSYCHICAL PEOPLE CALL THEM, BUT BECAUSE HE IS EVER TURNING, ALWAYS TURNING AND CIRCULATING AND IMPRESSING THE WHOLE UNIVERSE WITH TURNING MOTION. FOR TO TURN IS TO CIRCULATE AND ALTER MATTERS. THAT IS WHY THE TWO CENTERS OF THE HEAVEN, ARE CALLED POLES. AND THE POET ALSO SAID, AN OLD MAN, WAVE DWELLING, FREQUENTLY COMES AROUND HERE, DEATHLESS PROTEUS, THE EGYPTIAN. POLEITAI DOES NOT MEAN THAT HE IS SOLD BUT THAT HE TURNS ABOUT AND GOES AROUND. FURTHERMORE, CITIES IN WHICH WE LIVE ARE SO CALLED BECAUSE WE TURN AND CIRCULATE IN THEM. SO, THE PHRYGIANS CALL AIPOLOS THE ONE WHO ALWAYS TURNS THINGS IN EVERY DIRECTION AND TRANSFERS THEM TO HIS OWN DOMAIN. 
FERTILE
THE PHRYGIANS ALSO CALL HIM FERTILE, BECAUSE "THE CHILDREN OF THE DESERTED WOMAN, ARE MORE THAN THOSE OF THE ONE WHO HAS A HUSBAND." THEY ARE THOSE WHO ARE, REBORN IMMORTAL AND ENDURE FOREVER, EVEN THOUGH FEW OF THEM ARE BORN. ALL CARNAL BEINGS ARE PERISHABLE, EVEN THOUGH VERY MANY OF THEM ARE BORN. THAT IS WHY "RACHEL WEPT FOR HER CHILDREN AND DID NOT WANT TO BE COMFORTED FOR THEM, FOR SHE KNEW THAT THEY WERE NO LONGER." JEREMIAH TOO MOURNS FOR THE JERUSALEM BELOW, NOT THE CITY IN PHOENICIA, BUT THE PERISHABLE GENERATION BELOW. JEREMIAH KNEW
THE PERFECT HUMAN WHO IS REGENERATED "FROM WATER AND SPIRIT," NOT THE CARNAL ONE. IT WAS JEREMIAH WHO SAID, "HE IS HUMAN, AND WHO WILL KNOW HIM?" THIS SHOWS HOW DEEP AND DIFFICULT IT IS TO COMPREHEND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE PERFECT BEING. THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE HUMAN BEING IS THE BEGINNING OF PERFECTION, WHILE FINISHED PERFECTION IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. 
HARVESTED GREEN SHEAF
THE PHRYGIANS ALSO CALL HIM THE HARVESTED GREEN SHEAF. ACCORDING TO THEM THE ATHENIANS GIVE HIM THE SAME NAME WHEN THEY HOLD ELEUSINIAN INITIATIONS AND SILENTLY SHOW THE INITIATES THE GREAT, WONDROUS, AND PERFECT MYSTERY OF THE HARVESTED SHEAF. FOR THE ATHENIANS THIS SHEAF IS THE
PERFECT TORCH, WHICH COMES FROM THE UNIMPRINTED ONE. SO, THE HIEROPHANT DECLARES THAT HE IS NOT CASTRATED LIKE ATTIS, BUT HAS BECOME A EUNUCH BY MEANS OF HEMLOCK AND HAS GIVEN UP ALL CARNAL GENERATION. BY NIGHT IN ELEUSIS IN FULL LIGHT HE PERFORMS THE VITAL AND INEFFABLE MYSTERY AND CRIES OUT, "BRIMO HAS BORNE A HOLY CHILD, BRIMOS!" THIS SIGNIFIES THAT THE POWERFUL WOMAN HAS BORNE A POWERFUL CHILD. HOLY IS THE SPIRITUAL GENERATION, AND HEAVENLY AND HIGH. ONE BORN INTO IT IS POWERFUL. THIS MYSTERY IS CALLED ELEUSIS, AND IT OCCURS AT THE SANCTUARY OF DEMETER. IT IS ELEUSIS BECAUSE WE THE SPIRITUAL HAVE COME FROM ABOVE, FLOATING DOWN FROM ADAMAS; ANAKTOREION IS FROM "ASCENDING ABOVE." THIS IS WHAT THE ELEUSINIAN INITIATES CALL THE GREAT MYSTERIES. IT IS [SEXUAL] LAW THAT THOSE WHO ARE INITIATED INTO THE LESSER MYSTERIES SHOULD LATER BE INITIATED INTO THE GREAT ONES. FOR GREATER LOTS ACQUIRE GREATER PARTS. THE LESSER MYSTERIES ARE THOSE OF PERSEPHONE BELOW. CONCERNING THESE MYSTERIES AND THE WAY THAT LEADS THERE, "BROAD AND SPACIOUS," AND TAKING THE DESTROYED ONES TO PERSEPHONE, THE POET SAID, BENEATH HER IS A HORRIBLE PATHWAY, HOLLOW AND MUDDY. IT IS EXCELLENT TO LEAD TO THE [SEXUAL] LOVELY GROVE OF APHRODITE WHO IS MUCH HONORED THESE ARE THE LESSER MYSTERIES OF CARNAL GENERATION. AFTER INITIATION INTO THEM, PEOPLE SHOULD END THE LESSER AND BE INITIATED INTO THE GREAT AND HEAVENLY ONES. THOSE WHO ACQUIRE LOTS CONNECTED WITH THE LATTER WILL RECEIVE GREATER PARTS. THIS IS THE GATE OF HEAVEN AND THE HOUSE OF GOD, WHERE THE GOOD GOD DWELLS ALONE, WHERE NO IMPURE PERSON ENTERS, NONE PSYCHICAL, NONE CARNAL. IT IS RESERVED FOR THE SPIRITUAL PEOPLE ALONE, AND THOSE WHO COME THERE MUST PUT ON THE WEDDING GARMENTS AND ALL BECOME BRIDEGROOMS, MADE MALE BY THE VIRGINAL SPIRIT. SHE IS THE VIRGIN WHO IS PREGNANT AND CONCEIVES AND BEARS A SON, A SON WHO IS NOT PSYCHICAL OR CORPOREAL BUT IS THE BLESSED AEON OF AEONS. CONCERNING THESE MATTERS THE SAVIOR EXPRESSLY SAID, "NARROW AND STRAIT IS THE WAY THAT LEADS TO LIFE, AND THERE ARE FEW WHO ENTER IT. BUT BROAD AND SPACIOUS IS THE WAY THAT LEADS TO DESTRUCTION, AND THERE ARE MANY WHO ENTER THROUGH IT." 
ALMOND AND FLUTE PLAYER
THE PHRYGIANS ALSO SAY THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL IS AN ALMOND, NOT THE TREE, BUT THAT PREEXISTENT ALMOND THAT HAS WITHIN ITSELF THE PERFECT FRUIT, PALPITATING AND MOVING IN ITS INTERIOR. IT TORE OPEN ITS OWN WOMB AND BROUGHT FORTH ITS INVISIBLE AND UNNAMABLE AND INEFFABLE CHILD, OF WHOM WE ARE SPEAKING. TO TEAR OPEN IS TO TEAR OPEN AND CUT THROUGH, JUST AS PHYSICIANS CALL SCARIFICATIONS THE INCISIONS THAT THEY MAKE IN INFLAMED BODIES OR IN THOSE THAT CONTAIN SOME TUMOR. SO, THE PHRYGIANS CALL ALMOND THE BEING FROM WHICH THE INVISIBLE ONE CAME FORTH AND WAS BEGOTTEN, AND "THROUGH WHOM EVERYTHING CAME INTO EXISTENCE AND APART FROM HIM THE NONEXISTENT WAS MADE." THE BEING SO BORN IS CALLED FLUTE PLAYER, BECAUSE WHAT WAS BORN IS A HARMONIOUS BREATH OR SPIRIT. "GOD IS A SPIRIT. THEREFORE, THE TRUE WORSHIPERS WILL WORSHIP NEITHER ON THIS MOUNTAIN NOR IN JERUSALEM, BUT IN SPIRIT [JOHN 4:22-24]." THE WORSHIP OF THE PERFECT ONES IS SPIRITUAL, NOT CARNAL. THE SPIRIT IS THERE WHERE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS OR ENOCH] ARE NAMED, THE SON [JESUS OR ENOCH] BORN OF THE FATHER. HE IS THE MANY-NAMED ONE, MANY-EYED, INCOMPREHENSIBLE, TOWARD WHICH EVERY NATURE STRIVES, AND EACH IN ITS OWN WAY. HE IS THE EXPRESSED WORD OF GOD, WHICH IS THE WORD OF DECLARATION OF THE GREAT POWER. SO, THE WORD IS SEALED AND HIDDEN AND VEILED, LYING IN THE DWELLING ON WHICH THE ROOT OF ALL IS FOUNDED, THE ROOT OF AEONS, POWERS, THOUGHTS, GODS, ANGELS, ENVOY SPIRITS—EXISTENT AND NONEXISTENT, GENERATED AND UNGENERATED, INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND COMPREHENSIBLE, YEARS, MONTHS, DAYS, HOURS, AND AN INDIVISIBLE POINT FROM WHICH THE SMALLEST BEING WILL COME FORTH, PART BY PART, TO GROW. THE NONEXISTENT, UNDERIVED, INDIVISIBLE POINT WILL, BY ITS OWN THOUGHT, BECOME AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE GREATNESS. THIS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, THE GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED, THE INDIVISIBLE POINT EXISTING IN THE BODY, WHICH NO ONE BUT THE SPIRITUAL ONES ALONE KNOW. THIS IS THE MEANING OF THE WORDS, "THERE ARE NO WORDS OR LANGUAGE, WHOSE VOICES ARE NOT HEARD."
NAASSENE SONG
THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF COSMIC GENESIS WAS THE FIRSTBORN MIND, AND AFTER THE FIRSTBORN CAME CONFUSED CHAOS. THE THIRD PLACE IN THIS [SEXLESS] LAW FELL TO THE SOUL WHO WAS CLAD ONLY IN THE SHAPE OF A RED DEER IN A WATERY FORM, AND SHE IS WORN AWAY IN THE SLAVERY OF DEATH. SOMETIMES SHE GAINS MASTERY AND GLIMPSES LIGHT, OR SHE PLUNGES INTO [SEXUAL] EVIL MISERY AND WEEPS. SOMETIMES SHE IS MOURNED AND IS HAPPY, OR SHE WEEPS AND IS CONDEMNED [DAMNED]. THEN SHE IS JUDGED AND FINALLY DIES. SOMETIMES SHE IS MISLED DOWN A LABYRINTH OF [SEXUAL] EVILS, TRAPPED IN A CORNER AND WITH NO WAY OUT. JESUS SAID, LOOK, FATHER [STEPHEN], SHE IS WANDERING THE EARTH AND [SEXUAL] EVIL IS TRYING TO CATCH HER. SHE IS WANDERING FAR FROM YOUR BREATH. SHE IS TRYING TO FLEE BITTER CHAOS AND KNOWS NO ESCAPE. O FATHER [STEPHEN], SEND ME TO HER. I WILL DESCEND, CARRYING THE SEALS. I WILL WANDER THROUGH ALL THE AEONS AND UNCOVER ALL MYSTERIES. I WILL DISCLOSE THE FORMS OF THE GODS. AND I WILL TEACH THE SECRETS OF THE HOLY WAY, WHOSE NAME IS GNOSIS. 
HERMETIC [AIR-SEALED] HOLY SCRIPTURE
THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON POIMANDRES
POIMANDRES APPEARS
ONCE WHEN I BEGAN TO THINK ABOUT THE THINGS THAT ARE, AND MY THOUGHTS SOARED EXCEEDINGLY HIGH, AND MY BODILY SENSES WERE HELD DOWN BY SLEEP LIKE PEOPLE WEIGHED DOWN BY OVEREATING AND WEARINESS, I THOUGHT I SAW A BEING OF VAST AND BOUNDLESS MAGNITUDE COMING TOWARD ME, WHO CALLED ME BY NAME, AND SAID, "WHAT DO YOU WISH TO HEAR AND SEE, TO LEARN AND KNOW?" "WHO ARE YOU?" I SAID. "I AM POIMANDRES," HE SAID, "THE MIND OF ABSOLUTE POWER. I KNOW WHAT YOU WANT AND I AM WITH YOU EVERYWHERE." "I WANT TO LEARN ABOUT THE THINGS THAT ARE, THEIR NATURE, AND TO KNOW GOD," I REPLIED. "HOW I WANT TO HEAR!" HE SAID, "KEEP IN MIND WHAT YOU WISH TO LEARN AND I WILL TEACH YOU." 
THE VISION OF CREATION
WITH THESE WORDS HE CHANGED HIS FORM, AND IN A FLASH, EVERYTHING OPENED BEFORE ME AND I SAW AN UNBOUNDED VISTA. ALL WAS LIGHT, A SOOTHING AND HAPPY LIGHT. AND AS I GAZED, I WAS ENTRANCED. BUT SOON A STARK AND TERRIFYING DARKNESS DESCENDED GRADUALLY LIKE A COILED SNAKE, AND I SAW THE DARKNESS TURN INTO A WATERY SUBSTANCE, UNSPEAKABLY AGITATED, GIVING OFF SMOKE AS FROM FIRE, EMITTING AN INDESCRIBABLE SOUND OF LAMENTATION. AND AFTER THAT AN INARTICULATE CRY LIKE THE VOICE OF FIRE. OUT OF THE LIGHT A HOLY WORD DESCENDED UPON THE WATERY SUBSTANCE, AND I THOUGHT THIS WORD THE VOICE OF LIGHT; AND UNMINGLED FIRE LEAPT OUT OF THE WATERY SUBSTANCE AND SOARED UPWARD. THE FIRE WAS QUICK AND VIOLENT, AND THE AIR, BEING LIGHT, FOLLOWED THE BREATH AS IT ROSE FROM EARTH AND WATER TO THE FIRE, SO THAT THE BREATH SEEMED SUSPENDED FROM THE FIRE. BUT THE EARTH AND WATER REMAINED INTERMINGLED, AND THE EARTH COULD NOT BE SEEN APART FROM THE WATER. ALL THESE ELEMENTS WERE KEPT IN AUDIBLE MOTION BY THE BREATH OF THE WORD HOVERING ABOVE THEM. 
POIMANDRES IS LIGHT AND MIND
THEN POIMANDRES ASKED ME, "DO YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT THAT VISION MEANS?" "I WILL UNDERSTAND," I SAID. "I AM THAT LIGHT," HE SAID, "AND I AM THE MIND, THE FIRST GOD, WHO EXISTED BEFORE THE WATERY SUBSTANCE APPEARED OUT OF THE DARKNESS. AND THE LUMINOUS WORD THAT ISSUED FROM THE MIND IS THE SON OF GOD." "IN WHAT WAY?" "UNDERSTAND THAT WHAT SEES AND HEARS INSIDE YOU IS THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD, ITS SON, BUT THE MIND IS GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND THEY ARE NOT DIVIDED ONE FROM THE OTHER, FOR THEY ARE UNITED BY LIFE." "THANK YOU," I SAID. "BUT THINK ABOUT THE LIGHT, AND UNDERSTAND IT." 
WHERE EVERYTHING COMES FROM
HAVING SAID THIS, HE GAZED INTENTLY AT ME FOR A LONG TIME, AND I TREMBLED AT HIS ASPECT. WHEN I RAISED MY HEAD, I SAW IN MY MIND THE LIGHT, CONSISTING OF INNUMERABLE POWERS, WHICH HAD BECOME A LIMITLESS COSMOS, AND THE FIRE, CONTAINED BY A MIGHTY POWER, WAS HELD IN PLACE. THIS IS WHAT I SAW AND UNDERSTOOD FROM THE WORDS OF POIMANDRES. I WAS AMAZED, AND HE SPOKE TO ME AGAIN. "YOU HAVE SEEN IN YOUR MIND THE ARCHETYPAL FORM, INFINITE AND PRIOR TO THE BEGINNING." "BUT WHERE DO THE ELEMENTS OF NATURE COME FROM?" I ASKED. "FROM GOD'S [SEXLESS] WILL, WHICH RECEIVED THE WORD, AND SAW AND IMITATED THE BEAUTIFUL WORLD. THE WATERY SUBSTANCE OF NATURE RECEIVED THE WORD AND MADE ITSELF INTO AN ORDERLY WORLD FROM ITS DIVERSE ELEMENTS, AND A BROOD OF LIVING CREATURES CAME FORTH. 
ANOTHER MIND, THE DEMIURGE
"AND THE FIRST MIND, BEING BOTH MALE AND FEMALE, BOTH LIFE AND LIGHT, CONCEIVED THROUGH THE WORD ANOTHER MIND, THE DEMIURGE, AND THIS SECOND MIND OF FIRE AND BREATH FASHIONED SEVEN RULERS, WHO ENCOMPASS WITHIN THEIR ORBITS THE WORLD PERCEIVED BY THE SENSES. THEIR GOVERNMENT IS CALLED DESTINY. "SUDDENLY, THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD LEAPED OUT OF THE DOWNWARD-MOVING ELEMENTS OF NATURE TO THE PURE BODY OF HEAVEN AND WAS UNITED WITH THE MIND OF THE DEMIURGE. FOR THE WORD WAS OF ONE SUBSTANCE WITH THE MIND. AND THE LOWER ELEMENTS OF NATURE WERE LEFT WORDLESS, THAT IS, WITHOUT REASON, AND BECAME MERE MATTER. "NOW THE DEMIURGE-MIND WORKED TOGETHER WITH THE WORD TO ENCOMPASS THE SPHERES OF THE RULERS AND TO WHIRL THEM WITH THUNDEROUS SPEED, WITH NO FIXED BEGINNING OR DETERMINED END, SINCE THEIR REVOLUTIONS BEGIN WHERE THEY END. AND ACCORDING TO THE MIND'S WILL, THE LOWER ELEMENTS OF NATURE BECAME ANIMALS DEVOID OF REASON, FOR THEY DID NOT HAVE THE WORD. AND THE AIR BROUGHT FORTH WINGED CREATURES, AND THE WATER BROUGHT FORTH FISH, AND BY THEN EARTH AND WATER WERE SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MIND. AND EARTH BROUGHT FORTH FOUR-FOOTED CREATURES AND CREEPING THINGS AND WILD AND TAME BEASTS. 
MIND, FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL, GIVES BIRTH TO A PRIMAL HUMAN
"BUT MIND, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL, WHO IS LIFE AND LIGHT, GAVE BIRTH TO A HUMAN BEING LIKE HIMSELF. AND HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM AS HIS OWN CHILD, FOR HE WAS VERY BEAUTIFUL, BEARING THE LIKENESS OF HIS FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND GOD WAS VERY PLEASED WITH HIS OWN BEAUTY IN THE PRIMAL PERSON AND DELIVERED TO HIM ALL THAT HE HAD CREATED. "AND THE PRIMAL PERSON TOOK STATION IN THE HIGHEST SPHERE OF HEAVEN AND OBSERVED THE THINGS MADE BY ITS AUTHOR, HIS BROTHER THE DEMIURGE, WHO RULED OVER THE REGION OF FIRE. NOW THAT THE HUMAN HAD SEEN THOSE THINGS MADE IN FIRE, HE WISHED TO CREATE THINGS OF HIS OWN. AND HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] PERMITTED HIM TO DO SO. AND SINCE THE RULERS [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM TOO, EACH GAVE HIM A SHARE OF HIS OWN [SEXLESS] NATURE. "WHEN THE HUMAN LEARNED THEIR CHARACTERISTICS, HE WISHED TO BREAK THROUGH THE BOUNDING ORBITS OF THE RULERS AND TO SHARE THE POWER OF HIM WHO RULES OVER THE FIRE. 
THE HUMAN DESCENDS INTO THE WORLD OF NATURE
"THEN THE PRIMAL PERSON, WHO POSSESSED ALL AUTHORITY OVER THE WORLD OF MORTAL CREATURES AND IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, LEANED DOWN THROUGH THE HARMONY AND, HAVING BROKEN THE VAULT, SHOWED LOWER NATURE THE BEAUTIFUL FORM OF GOD. WHEN NATURE SAW THE BEAUTIFUL FORM OF GOD, IT SMILED ON THE HUMAN WITH [SEXLESS] LOVE, FOR IT HAD SEEN THE WONDROUS BEAUTY OF THE HUMAN REFLECTED IN THE WATER AND ITS SHADOW ON THE EARTH. AND THE HUMAN TOO, ON SEEING THIS FORM, A FORM SIMILAR TO HIS OWN REFLECTED IN THE WATER, LOVED IT AND WANTED TO LIVE IN IT. AND HIS WISH WAS IMMEDIATELY REALIZED, AND HE BEGAN TO INHABIT A FORM DEVOID OF REASON. AND [SEXLESS] NATURE RECEIVED ITS [SEXLESS] LOVED ONE, EMBRACED HIM, AND THEY MINGLED, FOR THEY WERE [SEXLESS] LOVERS. 
HUMANKIND IS MORTAL AND IMMORTAL
"AND THIS IS WHY THE HUMAN, OF ALL CREATURES ON THE EARTH, IS TWOFOLD: MORTAL IN HIS BODY BUT IMMORTAL THROUGH THE ETERNAL HUMAN. THOUGH HE IS IMMORTAL AND HAS POWER OVER ALL THINGS, HE ALSO SUFFERS MORTALITY, SINCE HE IS SUBJECT TO DESTINY. THOUGH ABOVE THE WORLD OF THE SPHERES, HE IS A SLAVE OF DESTINY. THOUGH HE IS MALE AND FEMALE, BEING BORN OF A FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO CONTAINS MALE AND FEMALE, AND IS SLEEPLESS AS HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] IS SLEEPLESS, HE IS VANQUISHED BY [SEXLESS] LOVE AND OBLIVION." 
SEVEN EARTHLY HUMANS ARE BORN
AND AFTER THIS I SAID, "O MIND, TELL ME THE REST. I TOO [SEXLESS] LOVE YOUR TEACHING." AND POIMANDRES ANSWERED, "HERE IS THE MYSTERY THAT HAS BEEN HIDDEN UNTIL THIS DAY. [SEXLESS] NATURE, INTIMATELY [SEXLESSLY] MINGLED WITH THE PRIMAL PERSON, PRODUCED A MOST WONDROUS MIRACLE. THE HUMAN HAD IN HIMSELF THE WORLD OF SPHERES OF THE SEVEN RULERS, WHICH, AS I TOLD YOU, WAS MADE OF FIRE AND AIR. NATURE IMMEDIATELY MADE SEVEN HUMANS CORRESPONDING TO THE NATURES OF THE SEVEN RULERS, AND THEY WERE ANDROGYNOUS AND SUBLIME." THEN I SAID, "O POIMANDRES, A POWERFUL DESIRE HAS SEIZED ME AND I WANT TO HEAR MORE. DO NOT STOP." "SILENCE," POIMANDRES REPLIED. "I HAVE NOT YET FINISHED WITH THE FIRST DISCOURSE." "SEE, I AM SILENT," I SAID. "THESE SEVEN HUMANS WERE BORN AS FOLLOWS: NATURE BROUGHT FORTH THEIR BODIES. EARTH WAS THE FEMALE ELEMENT, WATER THE GENERATIVE MALE ELEMENT; FROM FIRE CAME THEIR [SEXLESS] NATURE, FROM ETHER THEIR SPIRIT. [SEXLESS] NATURE BROUGHT FORTH THEIR BODIES IN HUMAN LIKENESS. AND HUMANKIND, WHICH WAS FORMED OF LIFE AND LIGHT, BECAME SOUL AND MIND: SOUL FROM LIFE AND MIND FROM LIGHT. AND ALL CREATURES IN THE WORLD OF SENSES REMAINED THAT WAY UNTIL THE END OF AN ERA. 
MALE AND FEMALE ARE CREATED
"NOW I WILL TELL YOU WHAT YOU LONG TO HEAR. WHEN THAT ERA WAS COMPLETED, THE BOND UNITING ALL THINGS WAS LOOSENED BY GOD'S [SEXLESS] WILL. ALL LIVING CREATURES, BEING ANDROGYNOUS, WERE SUDDENLY DIVIDED INTO TWO, AND THE PRIMAL PERSON BECAME AT ONCE MALE AND FEMALE. GOD IMMEDIATELY SPOKE A HOLY WORD: 'INCREASE AND MULTIPLY, ALL YOU CREATURES AND CREATIONS. AND LET HUMANKIND, BEING WITH A MIND, RECOGNIZE ITSELF AS IMMORTAL AND KNOW THAT THE CAUSE OF DEATH IS [SEXUAL] EROS.' "AND WHEN GOD SAID THIS, HIS PROVIDENCE, BY MEANS OF DESTINY AND THE WORLD OF SPHERES, BROUGHT MALE AND FEMALE INTO [SEXLESS] UNION AND ESTABLISHED GENERATIONS. AND ALL CREATURES MULTIPLIED ACCORDING TO THEIR KIND. AND WHOEVER RECOGNIZED HIMSELF ATTAINED THAT GOOD THAT IS SUPREME, WHILE WHOEVER WAS LED ASTRAY BY [SEXUAL] DESIRE, BY [SEXUAL] LOVE FOR THE BODY, WILL WANDER IN THE DARKNESS OF THE WORLD OF SENSES AND SUFFER DEATH." 
LIFE AND DEATH
"BUT WHAT KIND OF SIN DO THE IGNORANT COMMIT THAT THEY SHOULD BE DEPRIVED OF IMMORTALITY?" I ASKED. "YOU DO NOT SEEM TO HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT WHAT I TOLD YOU. DID I NOT TELL YOU TO PAY ATTENTION?" "I UNDERSTAND AND REMEMBER, AND AT THE SAME TIME I THANK YOU." "IF YOU UNDERSTAND, TELL ME WHY THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT DESERVE DEATH." "BECAUSE THE MATERIAL BODY HAS ITS SOURCE IN THE ABHORRENT DARKNESS, FROM WHICH CAME THE WATERY SUBSTANCE OF WHICH THE BODY IS COMPOSED IN THE SENSIBLE WORLD, AND FROM THIS BODY DEATH SLAKES ITS THIRST." "YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD CORRECTLY. BUT WHY IS IT, AS THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD HAS IT, THAT WHOEVER RECOGNIZES AND KNOWS HIMSELF ENTERS INTO THE GOOD?" I ANSWERED, "BECAUSE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL CONSISTS OF LIGHT AND LIFE [ACTS 17:22-30], AND FROM HIM HUMAN BEINGS WERE BORN." "YOU ARE RIGHT. LIGHT AND LIFE ARE GOD [YAHWEH] AND FATHER [STEPHEN], OUT OF WHICH HUMANS CAME. AND IF YOU LEARN THAT YOU ARE ALSO MADE OF LIGHT AND LIFE, YOU WILL RETURN TO LIGHT AND LIFE." THESE THINGS POIMANDRES SAID. 
THE PLACE OF THE MIND AMONG THE GODLY AND GODLESS
"BUT TELL ME," I SAID, "HOW I SHALL COME INTO LIFE, FOR GOD TOLD ME, 'LET THE THINKING PERSON KNOW HIMSELF.' DON'T ALL PEOPLE HAVE A MIND?" "DO NOT SPEAK THAT WAY, FOR I, MIND, AM PRESENT TO THE HOLY AND GOOD AND PURE AND MERCIFUL, AND MY PRESENCE IS A HELP TO THEM, AND ALL AT ONCE THEY RECOGNIZE EVERYTHING AND WIN THE MERCY OF [SEXLESSLY] LOVING GOD, AND THANK HIM AND PRAISE HIM AND SING HYMNS TO HIM, AND TURN TO HIM WITH DEVOTION. AND BEFORE THEY ABANDON THE BODY TO DEATH, THEY LOATHE THE BODILY SENSES, SINCE THEY KNOW HOW THEY WORK. I, THE MIND, WILL NOT ALLOW THE WORKINGS OF THE BODY TO ATTAIN THEIR PURPOSE. AS A GUARDIAN OF THE GATES, I BAR THE WAY TO EVIL AND SHAMEFUL ENERGIES. I CUT OFF THEIR STRATEGIES. AND I AM FAR REMOVED FROM THOSE WHO ARE [SEXUALLY] FOOLISH AND [SEXUALLY] EVIL AND [SEXUALLY] SLY AND [SEXUALLY] ENVIOUS AND [SEXUALLY] COVETOUS AND [SEXUALLY] MURDEROUS AND [SEXUALLY] GODLESS [ATHEISTICALLY SEXUALLY CORRUPT]. I YIELD PLACE TO THE AVENGING DEMON WHO VISITS SUCH A PERSON WITH THE SHARPNESS OF FIRE, PIERCING HIS SENSES AND DRIVING HIM TO FURTHER [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS SO THAT HE MAY INCUR GREATER PUNISHMENT. NEVER CEASING HIS DARK STRUGGLE, AND GIVING IN TO BOUNDLESS APPETITE, HE INFLICTS UPON HIMSELF GREATER TORMENT AND HOTTER FIRE." 
THE ASCENT OF THE SOUL THROUGH SEVEN ZONES
"MIND, YOU HAVE INSTRUCTED ME WELL IN ALL THINGS. BUT TELL ME MORE ABOUT THE ASCENT. HOW SHALL I COME TO LIFE?" AT THIS POIMANDRES SAID, "FIRST, WITH THE DISSOLUTION OF YOUR MATERIAL BODY, YOU YIELD YOUR CHARACTER TO THE DEMON. YOUR IMAGE VANISHES. THE BODILY SENSES RETURN TO THEIR OWN SOURCES, BECOMING PART OF THE COSMOS, AND, COMBINED IN NEW WAYS, DO OTHER WORK. AND [RIGHTEOUS] ANGER AND [SEXLESS] DESIRE ENTER THOUGHTLESS [SEXLESS] NATURE. "AND THEN MAN RISES INTO THE [SEXLESS] HARMONY, THE WORLD OF THE SPHERES. IN THE FIRST ZONE HE LEAVES BEHIND [SEPARATED HIMSELF FROM] THE [SEXUAL] FORCE TO GROW AND DECREASE, IN THE SECOND THE MACHINATIONS [PLOTS] OF [SEXUAL] EVIL, IN THE THIRD THE GUILE [CUNNING] OF [SEXUAL] LUST, IN THE FOURTH HIS DOMINEERING [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE, IN THE FIFTH HIS UNHOLY [SEXUAL] DARING AND [SEXUAL] RASHNESS, IN THE SIXTH HIS STRIVING FOR WEALTH BY EVIL [SEXUAL] MEANS, AND IN THE SEVENTH ZONE THE MALICIOUS [SEXUAL] LIE: ALL RENDERED [SEXUALLY] POWERLESS. 
ENTERING THE EIGHTH AND BECOMING DIVINE
"THEN, STRIPPED NAKED BY THE [SEXLESS] FORCE OF THE HARMONY, HE ENTERS THE EIGHTH SPHERE OF THE FIXED STARS, AND POSSESSING HIS OWN ENERGY HE REMAINS THERE WITH OTHERS, SINGING HYMNS TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND THE OTHERS ARE HAPPY AT HIS [SEXLESS] COMING. RESEMBLING THOSE WHO LIVE THERE, HE HEARS THE POWERS WHO HAVE THEIR PLACE IN THE SUBSTANCE OF THE EIGHTH SPHERE AND WHO SING TO GOD WITH A SPECIAL VOICE. THEY MOVE IN ORDER UP TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THEY SURRENDER TO THE POWERS, AND BECOME THE POWERS, AND ARE IN GOD. THIS IS THE GOOD, THE AIM OF THOSE WHO HAVE GNOSIS: TO BECOME [A] GOD [WHEN AN ETERNAL CREATURE SAYS I AM GOD, & THERE IS NO OTHER GOD, BESIDES ME, THIS IS PARTIALLY TRUE BECAUSE EVERY GOD OR FEMALE GOD THAT ARE CREATOR AGENT LORDS & CREATOR AGENT LADIES ARE UNIQUE & SPECIAL WITHIN THEMSELVES, BUT CERTAINLY THERE ARE OTHER GODS & FEMALE GODS TO TO CONSIDER WITH IN JOHN 10:34-35]. "WHY THEN DO YOU HESITATE? NOW THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED EVERYTHING FROM ME, WHY NOT MAKE YOURSELF A GUIDE TO THE WORTHY SO THAT PEOPLE MAY BE SAVED BY GOD THROUGH YOU?" AND, HAVING SAID THESE THINGS, POIMANDRES BEFORE MY EYES [SEXLESSLY] MINGLED WITH THE POWERS. 
GOING FORTH TO PREACH
I THANKED AND BLESSED THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL [EPHESIANS 4:6], AND WAS SENT FORTH, EMPOWERED AND INSTRUCTED CONCERNING THE [SEXLESS] NATURE OF ALL AND WITH A SUPREME VISION. AND I BEGAN TO PREACH TO THE PEOPLE OF BEAUTY, OF PIETY AND GNOSIS: "O PEOPLE BORN OF THE EARTH, GIVEN OVER TO [SEXUAL] DRUNKENNESS AND SLEEP [STUPOR BULLSHIT] AND [SEXLESS] IGNORANCE OF GOD, END YOUR [SEXUAL] DRUNKENNESS AND UNREASONING [BULLSHIT] SLEEP." WHEN THEY HEARD THIS, THEY GATHERED AROUND ME. I SAID, "WHY HAVE YOU ACCEPTED DEATH WHEN YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE POWER TO ENJOY [SEXLESS] IMMORTALITY? CHANGE YOUR WAYS, YOU WHO WALK WITH [SEXUAL] ERROR AND KEEP COMPANY WITH IGNORANCE [DUMBASSES IN 2ND PETER 2:16]. FREE YOURSELF OF [SEXUAL] DARKNESS AND SEIZE THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT. ABANDON [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION AND RECEIVE [SEXLESS] IMMORTALITY." AND SOME OF THEM [SEXUALLY] MOCKED ME AND LEFT ME, FOR THEY HAD GIVEN THEMSELVES TO DEATH. BUT OTHERS BEGGED ME TO TEACH THEM, AND THEY THREW THEMSELVES AT MY FEET. I RAISED THEM UP AND BECAME A GUIDE TO PEOPLE, TEACHING THEM THE WORD AND HOW THEY MIGHT BE SAVED. AND I SOWED WORDS OF WISDOM IN THEM, AND THEY WERE NOURISHED WITH AMBROSIAL [PLEASING] WATER. WHEN EVENING CAME AND THE RAYS OF SUN BEGAN TO FADE, I CALLED ON THEM TO THANK GOD. AND WHEN THEY COMPLETED THE THANKSGIVING, EACH SOUGHT HIS OR HER OWN BED. I RECORDED THE BENEFICENCE OF POIMANDRES, AND HOW MY HOPES HAD BEEN FULFILLED. FOR THE BODY'S SLEEP BECAME THE SOUL'S AWAKENING, THE CLOSING OF MY EYES THE TRUE VISION, MY SILENCE PREGNANT WITH THE GOOD, AND MY WORDS THE EXPRESSION OF GOOD THINGS. AND ALL THIS HAPPENED TO ME, SINCE I HAD RECEIVED IT FROM MY MIND, THAT IS, FROM POIMANDRES, THE WORD AND MIND OF ABSOLUTE SOVEREIGNTY. I BECAME GOD-INSPIRED [2ND TIMOTHY 3:15-17], GOD-MINDED [1ST CORINTHIANS 2:6-16], AND CAME WITH THE TRUTH. 
PRAISE TO GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN]
SO, WITH ALL MY SOUL AND STRENGTH I PRAISE GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN]: HOLY IS GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL [EPHESIANS 4:6], WHO PRECEDES ALL BEGINNINGS. HOLY IS GOD, WHOSE [SEXLESS] WILL, IS ACCOMPLISHED BY HIS OWN POWERS. HOLY IS GOD, WHO WISHES TO BE [SEXLESSLY] KNOWN AND IS [SEXLESS] KNOWN TO THOSE WHO ARE HIS OWN. YOU ARE HOLY, WHO BY YOUR [SEXLESS] WORD MADE ALL THINGS THAT ARE. YOU ARE HOLY, WHO HAVE BECOME THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF ALL NATURE. YOU ARE HOLY, WHO ARE NOT FORMED BY [SEXLESS] NATURE. YOU ARE HOLY, WHO ARE STRONGER THAN ALL [SEXLESS] DOMINATION. YOU ARE HOLY, WHO ARE GREATER THAN ALL [SEXLESS] EMINENCE. YOU ARE HOLY, WHO ARE SUPERIOR TO ALL [SEXLESS] PRAISE. ACCEPT THE PURE OFFERING OF [SEXLESS] WORDS FROM A SOUL AND HEART THAT RISE TO YOU, UNNAMABLE, INEFFABLE, WHOM ONLY SILENCE CALLS! I BEG YOU, LET ME NOT BE REMOVED FROM GNOSIS, WHICH IS OUR [SEXLESS] NATURE. FILL ME WITH STRENGTH, AND WITH YOUR GRACE LET ME BRING LIGHT TO THOSE OF MY RACE WHO ARE IN IGNORANCE, TO MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS, SONS AND DAUGHTERS. THEREFORE, I BELIEVE AND BEAR WITNESS. I GO TO LIFE AND TO LIGHT. FATHER [STEPHEN], BLESS YOU. YOUR [SEXLESS] CHILD WISHES TO SHARE THE HOLY SALVATION YOU CONFER THROUGH YOUR TOTAL [SUPREME] AUTHORITY [ROMANS 13:1-2]. 
THE GNOSTIC BOOK OF THE DISCOURSE ON THE EIGHTH AND NINTH
"MY FATHER [STEPHEN], YESTERDAY YOU PROMISED ME YOU WOULD TAKE MY MIND TO THE EIGHTH HEAVENLY SPHERE AND AFTER THAT YOU WOULD TAKE ME TO THE NINTH. YOU SAID THIS IS THE SEQUENCE OF THE TRADITION." "YES, MY CHILD, THIS IS THE SEQUENCE, BUT THE PROMISE WAS MADE ABOUT HUMAN NATURE. I SAID TO YOU WHEN I FIRST MADE THE PROMISE, 'IF YOU REMEMBER EACH OF THE STAGES.' AFTER I RECEIVED THE SPIRIT THROUGH THE POWER, I ESTABLISHED THE ACTION FOR YOU. CLEARLY UNDERSTANDING DWELLS WITHIN YOU. IN ME IT IS AS IF THE POWER, WERE PREGNANT, FOR WHEN I CONCEIVED FROM THE SPRING THAT FLOWS TO ME, I GAVE BIRTH." "FATHER [STEPHEN], YOU HAVE SPOKEN EVERY WORD RIGHTLY TO ME, BUT I AM AMAZED AT WHAT YOU SAY. YOU SAID, 'THE POWER IN ME.'" HE SAID, "I GAVE BIRTH TO IT AS CHILDREN ARE BORN." "THEN, FATHER [STEPHEN], I HAVE MANY SIBLINGS IF I AM TO BE COUNTED AMONG THE GENERATIONS." "RIGHT, CHILD. THIS GOOD THING IS COUNTED…ALWAYS. SO, CHILD, YOU MUST KNOW YOUR SIBLINGS AND HONOR THEM RIGHTLY, SINCE THEY HAVE COME FROM THE VERY SAME FATHER [STEPHEN]. FOR EACH OF THE GENERATIONS HAVE I ADDRESSED. I HAVE NAMED THEM, SINCE THEY ARE OFFSPRING LIKE THESE CHILDREN." "THEN, FATHER [STEPHEN], DO THEY HAVE A DAY?" "CHILD, THEY ARE SPIRITUAL, FOR THEY EXIST AS FORCES THAT NURTURE OTHER SOULS. THAT IS WHY I SAY THEY ARE [SEXLESSLY] IMMORTAL." "YOUR [SEXLESS] WORD IS TRUE. FROM NOW ON IT CANNOT BE [SEXUALLY] REFUTED. FATHER [STEPHEN], BEGIN THE DISCOURSE ON THE EIGHTH AND THE NINTH, AND COUNT ME ALSO WITH MY SIBLINGS." "LET US PRAY, CHILD, TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE UNIVERSE, WITH YOUR SIBLINGS, WHO ARE MY CHILDREN, THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] MAY GRANT THE SPIRIT OF ELOQUENCE." "HOW DO THEY PRAY, FATHER [STEPHEN], WHEN THEY ARE UNITED WITH THE GENERATIONS? FATHER [STEPHEN], I WANT TO OBEY." "…IT IS RIGHT FOR YOU TO REMEMBER THE PROGRESS YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED AS WISDOM IN THE BOOKS. CHILD, RECALL YOUR EARLY CHILDHOOD. YOU HAVE POSED, AS CHILDREN DO, SENSELESS [BULLSHIT] AND FOOLISH [STUPID] QUESTIONS." "FATHER [STEPHEN] I HAVE EXPERIENCED PROGRESS AND FOREKNOWLEDGE FROM THE BOOKS, AND THEY ARE GREATER THAN WHAT IS LACKING—THESE MATTERS ARE MY FIRST CONCERN." "CHILD, WHEN YOU UNDERSTAND THE TRUTH OF YOUR STATEMENT, YOU WILL FIND YOUR SIBLINGS, WHO ARE MY CHILDREN, PRAYING WITH YOU." "FATHER [STEPHEN], I UNDERSTAND NOTHING ELSE THAN THE BEAUTY I HAVE EXPERIENCED IN THE BOOKS." "THIS IS WHAT YOU CALL THE BEAUTY OF THE SOUL—THE EDIFICATION YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED IN STAGES. MAY THE UNDERSTANDING COME TO YOU, AND YOU WILL TEACH." "I HAVE UNDERSTOOD, FATHER [STEPHEN], EACH OF THE BOOKS, AND ESPECIALLY..." "CHILD...IN PRAISES FROM THOSE WHO RAISE THEM." "FATHER [STEPHEN], I SHALL RECEIVE FROM YOU THE POWER OF THE DISCOURSE YOU WILL UTTER. AS IT WAS SPOKEN TO THE TWO OF US, LET US PRAY, FATHER [STEPHEN]." "CHILD, IT IS FITTING FOR US TO PRAY TO GOD WITH ALL OUR MIND AND ALL OUR HEART AND OUR SOUL, AND TO ASK GOD THAT THE GIFT OF THE EIGHTH REACH US, AND THAT EACH RECEIVE FROM GOD WHAT BELONGS TO GOD [THE TAX MONEY GIVEN TO THE EMPEROR CAESAR IS THE LAW REQUIREMENT FROM THE STATE GOVERNMENTS & FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, THAT IS NEVER THE HOLY 10% TITHE MONEY IN ROMANS 13:1-10 & THE TAX MONEY THAT IS BASICALLY THE HOLY 10% TITHE MONEY ONLY GIVEN TO THE LORD IS IN MATTHEW 22:15-22; MARK 12:13-17 & LUKE 20:19-26]. YOUR JOB IS TO UNDERSTAND, MINE IS TO BE ABLE TO UTTER THE DISCOURSE FROM THE SPRING THAT FLOWS TO ME." 
PRAYER FOR THE ASCENT TO THE EIGHTH AND THE NINTH
"LET US PRAY, FATHER [STEPHEN]: I CALL UPON YOU, WHO RULES OVER THE KINGDOM OF POWER, WHOSE WORD IS AN [SEXLESS] OFFSPRING OF LIGHT, WHOSE [SEXLESS] WORDS ARE IMMORTAL, ETERNAL, IMMUTABLE, WHOSE [SEXLESS] WILL, PRODUCES LIFE FOR THE SEMBLANCES EVERYWHERE, WHOSE [SEXLESS] NATURE GIVES FORM TO SUBSTANCE, BY WHOM THE SOULS OF THE EIGHTH AND THE ANGELS ARE MOVED..., WHOSE [SEXLESS] WORD REACHES ALL WHO EXIST, WHOSE [SEXLESS] FORETHOUGHT REACHES EVERYONE HERE, WHO [SEXLESSLY] PRODUCES EVERYONE, WHO HAS [SEXLESSLY] DIVIDED THE ETERNAL REALM AMONG SPIRITS, WHO HAS [SEXLESSLY] CREATED EVERYTHING [REVELATION 4:11], WHO, BEING SELF WITHIN SELF, [SEXLESSLY] SUPPORTS EVERYTHING [HEBREWS 1:1-2], BEING PERFECT, THE INVISIBLE GOD ONE SPEAKS TO, IN SILENCE, WHOSE [SEXLESS] IMAGE IS MOVED WHEN IT IS ORDERED, AND IT IS ORDERED, MIGHTY ONE IN POWER, WHO IS EXALTED ABOVE MAJESTY, WHO IS SUPERIOR TO THE HONORED ONES, ZOXATHAZO A OOEE OOO EEE OOOO EE OOOOOO OOOOO OOOOOO UUUUUU OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO ZOZAZOTH LORD, GRANT US WISDOM FROM YOUR POWER THAT REACHES US, THAT WE MAY RELATE TO OURSELVES THE VISION OF THE EIGHTH AND THE NINTH. ALREADY WE HAVE ADVANCED TO THE SEVENTH, SINCE WE ARE FAITHFUL AND ABIDE IN YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW. YOUR [SEXLESS] WILL WE FULFILL ALWAYS, WE HAVE WALKED IN YOUR [SEXLESS] WAY AND HAVE RENOUNCED...SO YOUR VISION [SIRACH 23:19] MAY COME. LORD, GRANT US TRUTH IN THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE. GRANT THAT THROUGH SPIRIT WE MAY SEE THE FORM OF THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE THAT LACKS NOTHING AND ACCEPT THE REFLECTION OF THE FULLNESS FROM US THROUGH OUR [SEXLESS] PRAISE. AND RECOGNIZE THE SPIRIT WITHIN US. FROM YOU THE UNIVERSE RECEIVED SOUL. FROM YOU, ONE UNCONCEIVED, ONE THAT HAS BEEN CONCEIVED CAME INTO BEING. THE BIRTH OF THE SELF-CONCEIVED IS THROUGH YOU, THE BIRTH OF ALL CONCEIVED THINGS THAT EXIST. ACCEPT THESE SPIRITUAL OFFERINGS FROM US, WHICH WE DIRECT TO YOU WITH ALL OUR HEART AND SOUL AND STRENGTH. SAVE WHAT IS WITHIN US, AND GRANT US IMMORTAL [SEXLESS] WISDOM." 
VISION OF THE EIGHTH AND THE NINTH
"CHILD, LET US EMBRACE WITH [SEXLESS] LOVE. BE HAPPY. ALREADY THE POWER, LIGHT, IS COMING TO US FROM THEM. I SEE, I SEE INEFFABLE DEPTHS. HOW SHALL I TELL YOU, CHILD? HOW SHALL I TELL YOU ABOUT THE UNIVERSE? I AM MIND, AND I SEE ANOTHER MIND, ONE THAT MOVES THE SOUL. I SEE THE ONE THAT MOVES ME FROM PURE FORGETFULNESS. YOU HAVE GIVEN ME POWER. I SEE MYSELF. I WANT TO SPEAK. FEAR SEIZES ME. I HAVE FOUND THE BEGINNING OF THE POWER ABOVE ALL POWERS, WITHOUT BEGINNING. I SEE A SPRING BUBBLING WITH LIFE. I HAVE SAID, CHILD, THAT I AM MIND. I HAVE SEEN. SPEECH CANNOT REVEAL THIS. FOR ALL OF THE EIGHTH, CHILD, AND THE SOULS IN IT, AND THE ANGELS, SING A SONG IN SILENCE. I, MIND, UNDERSTAND." "HOW DOES ONE SING A SONG THROUGH SILENCE?" "CAN NO ONE SPEAK TO YOU?" "I AM SILENT, FATHER [STEPHEN]. I WANT TO SING A SONG TO YOU WHILE I AM SILENT." "SING IT. I AM MIND." "I UNDERSTAND MIND, HERMES. YOU CANNOT BE KNOWN, SINCE YOU STAY IN YOURSELF. I AM HAPPY, FATHER [STEPHEN]. I SEE YOU LAUGHING. THE UNIVERSE IS HAPPY. NO CREATURE WILL LACK YOUR LIFE, FOR YOU ARE THE LORD OF THE INHABITANTS EVERYWHERE. YOUR FORETHOUGHT KEEPS WATCH. I CALL YOU FATHER [STEPHEN], ETERNAL REALM OF ETERNAL REALMS, GREAT DIVINE SPIRIT, WHO THROUGH SPIRIT SENDS MOISTURE ON EVERYONE. WHAT DO YOU TELL ME, FATHER HERMES [THE GOD OF BUSINESS COMMERCE]?" "CHILD, I SAY NOTHING ABOUT THIS. IT IS RIGHT BEFORE GOD FOR US TO BE SILENT ABOUT WHAT IS HIDDEN." "TRISMEGISTOS, DON'T LET MY SOUL BE DEPRIVED OF THE GREAT, DIVINE VISION. EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE FOR YOU AS MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE." "PRAISE AGAIN, CHILD, AND SING WHILE YOU ARE SILENT. ASK WHAT YOU WANT IN SILENCE." WHEN HE FINISHED PRAISING, HE CALLED OUT, "FATHER TRISMEGISTOS [THE GOD OF PHILOSOPHY], WHAT SHALL I SAY? WE HAVE RECEIVED THIS LIGHT, AND I MYSELF SEE THIS SAME VISION IN YOU. I SEE THE EIGHTH, AND THE SOULS IN IT, AND THE ANGELS SINGING A SONG TO THE NINTH AND ITS POWERS. I SEE THE ONE WITH THE POWER OF THEM ALL, CREATING THOSE IN THE SPIRIT." "FROM NOW ON IT IS GOOD FOR US TO REMAIN SILENT, WITH HEAD BOWED. FROM NOW ON DO NOT SPEAK ABOUT THE VISION. IT IS FITTING TO SING A SONG TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] TILL THE DAY OF LEAVING THE BODY." "WHAT YOU SING, FATHER [STEPHEN], I ALSO WANT TO SING." "I AM SINGING A SONG IN MYSELF. WHILE YOU REST, PRAISE. YOU HAVE FOUND WHAT YOU SEEK." "BUT IS IT RIGHT, FATHER [STEPHEN], FOR ME TO PRAISE WHEN MY HEART IS FILLED?" "WHAT IS RIGHT IS FOR YOU TO SING PRAISE TO GOD SO IT MAY BE WRITTEN IN THIS IMPERISHABLE BOOK." "I SHALL OFFER UP THE PRAISE IN MY HEART AS I INVOKE THE END OF THE UNIVERSE AND THE BEGINNING OF THE BEGINNING, THE GOD OF THE HUMAN QUEST, THE IMMORTAL DISCOVERY, THE PRODUCER OF LIGHT AND TRUTH, THE SOWER OF REASON, THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF IMMORTAL LIFE. NO HIDDEN WORD CAN SPEAK OF YOU, LORD. MY MIND WANTS TO SING A SONG TO YOU EVERY DAY. I AM THE INSTRUMENT OF YOUR SPIRIT, MIND IS YOUR PLECTRUM [PICK], AND YOUR GUIDANCE MAKES MUSIC WITH US. I SEE MYSELF. I HAVE BEEN STRENGTHENED BY YOU, FOR YOUR [SEXLESS] LOVE HAS REACHED US." "YES, MY CHILD." "O GRACE! AFTER THIS, I THANK YOU WITH MY SONG. YOU GAVE ME LIFE WHEN YOU MADE ME WISE. I PRAISE YOU. I INVOKE YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HIDDEN IN ME, A O EE O EEE OOO III OOOO OOOOO OOOOO UUUUUU OOOOOOOOOOO OOOOOOOOOOO. YOU EXIST WITH SPIRIT. I SING TO YOU IN A DEVOUT MANNER." 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE TEXT
"CHILD, COPY THIS BOOK FOR THE TEMPLE AT DIOSPOLIS IN HIEROGLYPHIC CHARACTERS, AND CALL IT THE EIGHTH REVEALS THE NINTH." "I SHALL DO IT, FATHER [STEPHEN], AS YOU COMMAND." "CHILD, COPY THE CONTENTS OF THE BOOK ON TURQUOISE STELES. CHILD, IT IS FITTING TO COPY THIS BOOK ON TURQUOISE STELES IN HIEROGLYPHIC CHARACTERS, FOR MIND ITSELF HAS BECOME THE SUPERVISOR OF THESE THINGS. SO, I COMMAND THAT THIS DISCOURSE BE CARVED INTO STONE AND THAT YOU PUT IT IN MY SANCTUARY. EIGHT GUARDS WATCH OVER IT WITH...THE SUN: THE MALES ON THE RIGHT HAVE FACES OF FROGS, AND THE FEMALES ON THE LEFT HAVE FACES OF CATS. PUT A SQUARE MILKSTONE AT THE BASE OF THE TURQUOISE TABLETS, AND COPY THE NAME ON THE AZURE STONE TABLET IN HIEROGLYPHIC CHARACTERS. CHILD, YOU MUST DO THIS WHEN I AM IN VIRGO, AND THE SUN IS IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE DAY, AND FIFTEEN DEGREES HAVE PASSED BY ME." "FATHER [STEPHEN], ALL YOU SAY I SHALL GLADLY DO." "WRITE AN OATH IN THE BOOK, SO THAT THOSE WHO READ THE BOOK MAY NOT USE THE WORDING FOR MALICIOUS [SEXUAL] PURPOSES OR TO SUBVERT [SEXLESS] FATE. RATHER, THEY SHOULD SUBMIT TO THE SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD AND NOT TRANSGRESS WHATSOEVER, BUT IN PURITY ASK GOD FOR WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE. AND WHOEVER WILL NOT BE CONCEIVED IN THE BEGINNING BY GOD DEVELOPS THROUGH THE GENERAL AND INSTRUCTIONAL DISCOURSES. SUCH A PERSON WILL NOT BE ABLE TO READ WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK, EVEN THOUGH THE PERSON'S CONSCIENCE IS PURE WITHIN AND THE PERSON DOES NOTHING SHAMEFUL AND DOES NOT GO ALONG WITH IT. RATHER, SUCH A PERSON PROGRESSES BY STAGES AND ADVANCES IN THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF IMMORTALITY, AND SO ADVANCES IN THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE EIGHTH THAT REVEALS THE NINTH." "I SHALL DO IT, FATHER [STEPHEN]." "THIS IS THE OATH: I ADJURE YOU WHO WILL READ THIS HOLY BOOK, BY HEAVEN AND EARTH AND FIRE AND WATER AND SEVEN RULERS OF SUBSTANCE AND THE CREATIVE SPIRIT IN THEM AND THE GOD NOT CONCEIVED AND THE SELF-CONCEIVED ONE AND THE ONE WHO HAS BEEN CONCEIVED, THAT YOU GUARD WHAT HERMES HAS COMMUNICATED. GOD WILL BE AT ONE WITH THOSE WHO KEEP THE OATH AND EVERYONE WE HAVE NAMED, BUT WRATH [ROMANS 3:4-23] WILL COME UPON EACH OF THOSE WHO VIOLATE THE OATH. THIS IS THE PERFECT ONE WHO IS, CHILD." 
THE GNOSTIC PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THIS IS THE PRAYER THEY OFFERED: WE THANK YOU, EVERY SOUL AND HEART, REACHES OUT TO YOU, O NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] FREE OF [ALL] TROUBLE, HONORED WITH THE DESIGNATION GOD, PRAISED WITH THE DESIGNATION FATHER [STEPHEN]. TO ALL AND ALL THINGS COME FATHERLY KINDNESS AND [SEXLESS] AFFECTION AND [SEXLESS] LOVE. AND IF THE INSTRUCTION IS SWEET AND SIMPLE, IT GRANTS US MIND, WORD, AND KNOWLEDGE: MIND, THAT WE MAY UNDERSTAND YOU, WORD, THAT WE MAY INTERPRET YOU, KNOWLEDGE, THAT WE MAY KNOW YOU. WE ARE HAPPY, ENLIGHTENED BY YOUR KNOWLEDGE. WE ARE HAPPY. YOU HAVE TAUGHT US ABOUT YOURSELF. WE ARE HAPPY. WHILE WE WERE STILL IN THE BODY YOU HAVE MADE US DIVINE THROUGH YOUR [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE. THE THANKSGIVING OF THOSE APPROACHING YOU IS ONLY THIS: THAT WE KNOW YOU. WE HAVE KNOWN YOU, LIGHT OF MIND. LIFE OF LIFE, WE HAVE KNOWN YOU. WOMB OF EVERY CREATURE, WE HAVE KNOWN YOU. WOMB PREGNANT WITH THE [SEXLESS] NATURE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WE HAVE KNOWN YOU. ETERNAL CONSTANCY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO CONCEIVES, SO, HAVE WE WORSHIPED YOUR GOODNESS. WE ASK ONE FAVOR: WE WISH TO BE SUSTAINED IN KNOWLEDGE. WE DESIRE ONE PROTECTION: THAT WE NOT [SEXUALLY] STUMBLE IN THIS LIFE. WHEN THEY PRAYED AND SAID THESE THINGS, THEY EMBRACED AND WENT TO EAT THEIR SACRED BLOODLESS FOOD. 
MANDAEAN [KNOWLEDGE] HOLY SCRIPTURE
THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON THE GINZA
THE WORLD BEYOND
BEFORE ALL THE WORLDS CAME INTO BEING THERE WAS A SOLE ENORMOUS FRUIT, AND WHEN THE ENORMOUS FRUIT ENTERED A FRUIT, THE GREAT AND GLISTENING KING OF LIGHT BEGAN. AN ETHER OF RADIANCE EXISTED. FROM THE ETHER OF RADIANCE CAME THE LIVING FIRE. FROM THE LIVING FIRE THERE WAS A LIGHT. BY THE POWER OF THE KING OF LIGHT CAME THE GREAT FRUIT AND LIFE. THE GREAT FRUIT CAME ALIVE AND IN IT ROLLED THE JORDAN, WHICH IS ALSO A GARDEN. THE GREAT JORDAN CAME ALIVE, AND THE LIVING WATER WAS IN IT. LUMINOUS WATER CAME ALIVE FROM THE LIVING WATER. I, LIFE, CAME ALIVE AND ALL THE UTHRAS—THE LIGHT BEINGS—FOUND SPACE. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORLDS OF LIGHT
WHEN THE FRUIT WAS IN THE FRUIT, WHEN THE ETHER WAS IN THE ETHER, WHEN THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS MANA WAS THERE FROM WHOM POWERFUL MANAS CAME, WHOSE RADIANCE IS ENORMOUS AND LIGHT IS GREAT, NO ONE WAS BEFORE THEM IN THE FRUIT ABUNDANT AND WITHOUT END, WHOSE RADIANCE IS TOO ABUNDANT FOR THE WORDS OF THE MOUTH, AND WHOSE LIGHT, WHICH WAS IN THAT FRUIT, TOO GREAT FOR TELLING WITH THE LIPS. FROM THE FRUIT CAME A THOUSAND THOUSAND FRUITS WITHOUT END AND A MYRIAD MYRIAD OF BEINGS OF LIGHT, THE SHKINAS [DWELLINGS], BEYOND COUNT. IN EACH FRUIT WERE A THOUSAND THOUSAND BEINGS OF LIGHT. THEY STAND AND PRAISE THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS MANA, WHO LIVES IN THE GREAT ETHER, WITHIN THE JORDANS OF WHITE WATER MADE BY THE MANA, WHOSE AROMA IS FRAGRANT AND INHALED ON ALL THE ROOTS OF LIGHT AND ON THE GREAT FIRST RADIANCE. THE LONG JORDAN WAS MADE TO GO ON UNCOUNTED AND ENDLESSLY PLANTS GROW NEXT TO IT. THEY ARE HAPPY. THEY PRAISE AND STAND IN PERFECTION, AND FROM THE GREAT JORDAN CAME UNCOUNTED JORDANS ENDLESSLY.
THE WORLD OF DARKNESS
I SAW THE REBELS AND HEWATH THE SERPENT WOMAN. WHEN I WAS STANDING IN THE HOUSE OF LIFE, I SAW THE REBELS. I SAW THEIR GATES OF DARKNESS. I SAW THEIR DESTRUCTION AND THE LORDS OF THE GLOOMY HOUSE. I SAW THEIR FIGHTERS BURIED IN DARKNESS. I SAW THE GATES OF FIRE AND THEIR BURNING GLOW, HOW THE [SEXUAL] WICKED BURN AND GLOW, DELIBERATELY IMPERFECT AND IN [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. I SAW HEWATH THE WOMAN, HOW SHE [SEXUALLY] SPEAKS IN DARKNESS AND MALICE. SHE SPEAKS IN MALICE AND IS EXPERT IN WITCHCRAFT AND SORCERY. SHE TALKS WITH ILLUSORY WISDOM ON HER THRONE OF [SEXUAL] LIES. I SAW THE GATE OF DARKNESS AND THE ARTERIES OF THE EARTH, SINIAWIS THE UNDERWORLD, JUST AS IT IS. I SAW THE BLACK WATER THAT ROSE UP, BOILED, AND BUBBLED. WHOEVER ENTERS DIES, AND WHOEVER SEES IT IS SCORCHED. I SAW THE DRAGONS WHO WERE HURLED THERE AND WRITHE ON THE GROUND. I SAW THE [SEXUAL] WICKED REBELS SITTING IN THEIR CHARIOTS. I SAW THE [SEXUAL] WICKED OF EVERY TYPE AND SPECIES. I SAW A CHAOS OF CHARIOTS OF DARKNESS. I SAW THE [SEXUAL] WICKED REBELS ARRAYED IN WEAPONS OF [SEXUAL] EVIL. WITH WEAPONS OF [SEXUAL] EVIL THEY CONSPIRE AGAINST THE PLACE OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. 
WHERE IS THE DARKNESS FROM?
WHO ARE THESE HIDEOUS CREATURES? WHERE IS THE DARKNESS FROM? WHO ARE THE INHABITANTS SITTING THERE? HOW WERE THEIR ACTIONS BORN WHICH ARE HIDEOUS AND FEARFUL? AND THEIR ENORMOUS [SEXUAL] FLAWS? THEIR FRIGHTENING UGLINESS? THEY ARE DISFIGURED AND DEFORMED. 
WHERE DID THE MONSTERS COME FROM?
WHERE ARE THE MIGHTY AND EVIL [SEXUAL] MONSTERS FROM WHO LIVE IN FIRE? AND THE BLACK WATERS SEETHING AND BOILING? ENTER AND YOU DIE, SEE IT AND YOU BURN. WHERE ARE THE DRAGONS FROM, CAST AND CONTORTED ON THE GROUND? AND THEIR CHARIOTS, AND THE [SEXUAL] WICKED SITTING THERE, AND HEWATH THE SERPENT WOMAN? 
LIFE QUESTIONED
LIFE, SINCE YOU WENT THERE, HOW DID DARKNESS GET THERE? HOW DID DARKNESS GET THERE? HOW WERE IMPERFECTION AND FLAWS BORN? 
ORIGINS OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS
THERE IS NO BOUNDARY FOR LIGHT. IT WAS UNKNOWN WHEN IT BEGAN. NOTHING WAS WHEN LIGHT WAS NOT. NOTHING WAS WHEN RADIANCE WAS NOT. NOTHING WAS WHEN LIFE WAS NOT. THERE WAS NEVER A BOUNDARY FOR LIGHT. NOTHING WAS WHEN WATER WAS NOT. 
WATER IS PRIOR TO DARKNESS
WATER IS PRIOR TO DARKNESS. PRIOR TO DARKNESS IS WATER. NOTHING IS WITHOUT AN END. NO NUMBER IS BEFORE THE UTHRAS WERE. LIGHT BEINGS ARE PRIOR TO DARKNESS. PRIOR TO DARKNESS ARE UTHRAS AND OLDER THAN THEIR INHABITANTS. GOODNESS IS PRIOR TO THE MALICE OF THE PLACE OF DARKNESS. GENTLENESS IS PRIOR TO THE BITTERNESS OF THE PLACE OF DARKNESS. LIVING FIRE IS PRIOR TO THE CONSUMING FIRES OF THE PLACE OF DARKNESS. PRAISE IS PRIOR TO THE [FORBIDDEN] PRACTICE OF SORCERY AND WITCHCRAFT. HYMNS AND BOOKS ARE PRIOR TO THE SORCERY OF HEWATH, THE TERRIBLE WOMAN. 
DARKNESS
WATER DOESN'T MIX WITH TAR, AND DARKNESS CAN'T BE MEASURED BY LIGHT. DARKNESS CAN'T BE MEASURED BY LIGHT. THE HOUSE OF GLOOM ISN'T LIGHTED. THE HOUSE OF GLOOM ISN'T LIGHTED, AND TURBID WATERS HAVE NO SPARKLE. DARKNESS GREW AND CREATURES FORMED. DARKNESS FORMED, AND WHEN IT FORMED IT TESTED ITS FORCE. IT HARBORED, MALICE IN ITS MIND. IT IMPRISONED ITS OWN KANNA, THE PLACE OF THE SOUL. IT IMPRISONED ITS OWN KANNA, AND EVERYTHING IT DID WAS NOTHING. THE CHILDREN OF DARKNESS ARE NOTHING, BUT THE CHILDREN OF LIFE STAY. THE HOUSE OF [SEXUAL] EVIL IS NOTHING, AND ITS CONSUMING FIRES DIE. ITS SORCERY DIES AND ENDS [1ST JOHN 2:15-17], SINCE IT HAS NO PLACE IN ETERNITY. IT COMES TO NOTHING. THE GENERATIONS OF LIFE STAY FOREVER. THE LIVING INSTRUCTION RISES AND ILLUMINATES A PERISHABLE LIVING PLACE. 
THE ARCHDEMON RUHA
THE MIND OF RUHA DQUDSHA IS [SEXUALLY] EVIL. SHE LIES. SHE IS A SORCERER. THE MIND OF RUHA, THE LIAR, IS SORCERY. SHE IS ALL SORCERY, WITCHCRAFT, AND FAKE WISDOM [2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15 & JAMES 3:14-16]. HEWATH THE WOMAN, WHO IS RUHA, SITS WITH HER STONE AMULETS AND TEARS CLUMPS OF HAIR FROM HER HEAD. SHE IS SITTING, ENGAGED IN FALSE MAGIC, ALONG WITH HER WOMEN SPIRITS. THEY ALL PRACTICE FALSE MAGIC, POSSESSED, [SEXUAL] EVIL, AND ENSNARED. SHE CONCOCTS A COMMOTION OF FALSE MAGIC. HER MIND IS [SEXUALLY] CONFUSED. WHO WERE HER IMPERFECT AND DISFIGURED INSTRUCTORS WHO TAUGHT HER [SEXUAL] LIES? WHO IS THIS WOMAN, MOTHER OF THE BASE MONSTER?
PTAHIL, ANGEL OF LIGHT
WHEN I, PTAHIL, WAS SHAPED AND CAME TO BE, I ISSUED FROM A SOURCE OF HUGE RADIANCE. WHEN MY FATHER [STEPHEN] DECIDED TO CALL ME OUT, HE CALLED ME OUT OF THE HUGE RADIANCE. HE DRESSED ME IN A RADIANT ROBE AND WRAPPED ME IN A COVERING OF LIGHT. HE GAVE ME A MAJOR CROWN IN HIS WHOSE LUMINOSITY THE WORLDS GLISTEN, AND HE SAID TO ME, "SON, GO TO THE TIBIL EARTH AND MAKE THE BLACK WATERS SOLID. SOLIDIFY THE TIBIL EARTH AND INSCRIBE JORDAN RIVERS AND CANALS UPON ITS FACE." 
PTAHIL MAKES EARTH AND ITS INHABITANTS [AS A CREATOR AGENT LORD]
WITH MY FIRST CRY I SOLIDIFIED THE EARTH FROM THE WATERS AND STRETCHED THE FIRMAMENT INTO PERFECTION. WITH MY SECOND CRY I INSCRIBED JORDAN RIVERS AND CANALS ALL OVER ITS FACE. WITH MY THIRD CRY I CALLED INTO BEING FISHES IN THE SEA AND FEATHERED BIRDS OF EVERY SHAPE AND SPECIES. WITH MY FOURTH CRY I MADE EVERY PLANT AND ITS SEEDS, AND EACH ONE WAS DISTINCT FROM ANOTHER. WITH MY FIFTH CRY SINISTER REPTILES CAME INTO BEING. WITH MY SIXTH CRY THERE CAME A FULL STRUCTURE OF DARKNESS. WITH MY SEVENTH CRY I MADE RUHA AND HER SEVEN SONS, WHO ARE THE PLANETS. RUHA THE MOTHER OF [MESSIANIC] EVIL AND HER SEVEN SONS CAME INTO BEING AND APPEARED BEFORE ME. WHEN I SAW THEM, MY HEART FELL OUT OF MY BODY. 
CREATING ADAM
AFTER THE ANGEL PTAHIL CAME HE SAID TO THE PLANETS, "LET US CREATE ADAM AND MAKE HIM KING OF THE WORLD." THE PLANETS CONFERRED. THEY AGREED TO TELL HIM THAT THEY WANTED TO CREATE ADAM AND EVE. AFTER ALL, HE BELONGS TO THEM. "YES," THE PLANETS SAID, "WE WILL MAKE ADAM AND EVE THE HEAD OF THE HUMAN FAMILY." AFTER THEY SAID WHAT THEY WERE PLANNING TO DO, PTAHIL WAS PROFOUNDLY SHAKEN. HE THOUGHT, "IF I MYSELF CREATE ADAM AND EVE THE HEAD OF THE WHOLE FAMILY, WHAT WILL ADAM'S ROLE BE IN THE WORLD?" THEN PTAHIL UTHRA SPOKE TO THE PLANETS, ASKING THEM. "WHOM CAN WE TRUST? WHAT IS OUR AUTHORITY IN THE WORLD?" AND HE SAID TO THEM, "PLANETS, YOU WILL BE HIS GUARDIANS AND SERVE HIM IN ALL WAYS." THEY MADE ADAM AND LAID HIM ON THE GROUND, BUT HE HAD NO SOUL. WHEN THEY MADE ADAM, THEY COULDN'T CAST A SOUL INTO HIM. THEY CALLED ON THE WIND OF THE ETHER TO HOLLOW OUT HIS BONES. TO HOLLOW OUT HIS BONES AND LET MARROW FORM IN THEM, TO LET MARROW FORM, TO MAKE HIM STRONG AND STAND FIRM ON HIS FEET. THEY CALLED ON THE SPLENDOR OF THE LIVING FIRE TO MAKE HIS ROBE LUMINOUS. TO MAKE HIS ROBE LUMINOUS, TO MAKE HIM STRONG AND STAND FIRM ON HIS FEET. THEY CALLED ON THE MISTS OVER THE BROOK AND SMOKE OF THE RAVENOUS FIRE TO FLOW INTO HIS TORSO SO HE COULD CLENCH HIS FIST AND SPREAD HIS ARMS AND YELL AND SHAKE HIMSELF AWAKE, TO MAKE HIM STRONG AND STAND FIRM ON HIS FEET. THEN THE PLANETS SPOKE, TURNING TO PTAHIL, "ALLOW US TO CAST SPIRIT INTO HIM, WHICH YOU TOOK WITH YOU FROM YOUR FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] HOUSE." ALL THE PLANETS URGED HIM, AND THE LORDS OF THE WORLD URGED HIM, AND THOUGH THEY TRIED, THEY COULDN'T STAND HIM UPRIGHT ON HIS FEET.
BRINGING SOUL TO ADAM
IN HIS ILLUMINATED STATE PTAHIL ROSE TO THE PLACE OF LIGHT. HE CAME BEFORE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF LIGHT BEINGS [JAMES 1:17], WHO ARE THE UTHRAS, AND HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] ASKED HIM, "WHAT HAVE YOU DONE?" HE ANSWERED, "ONCE I WORKED WELL, BUT YOUR IMAGE AND MINE HAVE FAILED." THEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF LIGHT BEINGS GOT UP AND HURRIED TO A SECRET PLACE. HE FOUND THE GREAT MANA, THE HIDDEN ADAM, AND URGED HIM TO LIGHT THE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE, TO LIGHT EVERY VARYING COAT OF THE BODY. THEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WRAPPED HIM IN HIS CLEAN TURBAN AND EVOKED THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT LIFE GAVE HIM. HE SEIZED HIM AT THE ENDS OF HIS TURBAN AND CARRIED HIM HERE. HE GAVE HIM TO HIS SON, PTAHIL. WHEN HE GAVE HIM TO THE LIGHT BEING PTAHIL, LIFE SUMMONED HIS HELPERS. HE SUMMONED THE LIGHT BEINGS HIBIL, SITIL, AND ANOSH, WHO ARE ASTONISHING AND IMMACULATE. HE CALLED THEM, ORDERED THEM, AND WARNED THEM ABOUT THEIR SOULS. HE TOLD THEM, "GUARD THEM AND LET NO ONE KNOW." DON'T LET [MESSIANIC] EVIL PTAHIL LEARN HOW SOUL FALLS INTO BODY, HOW SOUL FALLS INTO BODY AND THE BLOOD SPEAKS IN IT AS THE RADIANCE FILLS HIM. HOW THE BLOOD SPEAKS IN IT AND HOW THE VEIN CHANNELS PERMEATE IT. LET THE CARRIER OF ADAKAS MANA, THE HIDDEN ADAM, BE HIS SOUL'S PROTECTOR. WHEN ADAM IS CLOTHED IN THE RADIANCE OF LIFE AND STANDS FIRM ON HIS FEET, WHEN HE SPEAKS WITH A CLEAN MOUTH, YOU, ADAKAS, RESTORE HIM TO HIS PLACE AND PROTECT HIM AGAINST ENEMIES. 
PTAHIL AND MANDA DHAYYE WORK ON ADAM
PTAHIL WRAPPED ADAM IN HIS CLEAN TURBAN. HE WRAPPED HIM IN HIS ROBE. THE LIGHT BEING QUICKLY DESCENDED, AND HIS HELPERS ALL WENT DOWN WITH HIM. HIS HELPERS WHO WENT DOWN ARE MEN IN CHARGE OF SOULS. WHEN THEY REACHED THE TIBIL, WHICH IS THE WORLD AND WHERE HIS BODILY TORSO IS, WHEN PTAHIL WANTED TO CAST SOUL INTO HIS BODY, I, MANDA DHAYYE, REMOVED THE SOUL FROM HIS POCKET. WHEN PTAHIL LIFTED ADAM UP, I RAISED HIS BONES. WHEN HE LAID HIS HANDS ON HIM, I MADE HIM BREATHE THE [SEXLESS] FRAGRANCE OF LIFE. HIS BODY FILLED WITH MARROW, AND THE RADIANCE OF LIFE SPOKE IN HIM. WHEN THE RADIANCE OF LIFE SPOKE IN HIM, HE OPENED THE EYES OF HIS BODILY TORSO. WHEN THE RADIANCE OF LIFE SPOKE IN HIM, ADAKAS ZIWA, THE RADIANT ADAM, ROSE TO HIS PLACE.
MANDA DHAYYE, MESSENGER OF LIGHT
I LED ADAM UP TO HIS PLACE. I LED ADAM UP TO HIS PLACE, THE HOUSE OF POWERFUL LIFE, THE HOUSE WHERE THE GREAT LIFE IS ON HIS THRONE. I HANDED HIM OVER TO THE GUARDIANS OF THE TREASURE, THE LIGHT BEINGS WHO TAKE CARE OF THE JORDANS. LIFE THANKED THE LIGHT BEINGS WHO BROUGHT THE SOUL. THE GREAT SUMMONED ME AND COMMANDED ME, SAYING, "GO DOWN AND SHOUT A SUBLIME CALL! SHOUT SUBLIMELY SO THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED LEARN NOTHING OF THE SOUL!" I CAME AND FOUND THE [SEXUAL] WICKED, ALL OF THEM SITTING THERE, AND WHILE THEY WERE SITTING THERE, I SPREAD [PERMISSIBLE] WITCHCRAFT AND [PERMISSIBLE] MAGIC AROUND THE SOUL, AND THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED WANTED TO CHOP THE SOUL INTO TINY PARTS. I SAW THEM AND I SHONE IN MY PURE GARMENTS. BEFORE THE WORLD I GLOWED IN A HUGE RADIANCE GIVEN ME BY MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. I APPEARED TO PTAHIL UTHRA, WHO HOWLED AND WEPT. HE HOWLED AND WEPT OVER WHAT HE HAD DONE. I APPEARED TO RUHA, THE [SEXUALLY] SEDUCTIVE MOTHER OF PLANETS AND EVIL [SEXUAL] CREATURES, WHO [SEXUALLY] SEDUCES THE WORLDS. I SHOWED HER THE GREAT MYSTERY THAT SUBDUES [SEXUAL] REBELS. I SHOWED HER THE GREAT MYSTERY, BUT SHE WAS BLIND [ACTS 13:10-12] AND DIDN'T SEE IT. I SHOWED HER A SECOND MYSTERY. THEN I THREW A CAMEL BRIDLE ON HER AND SHOWED HER A THIRD MYSTERY AND WITH A BLOW I SPLIT HER HEAD OPEN. 
WHEN THEY SAW ME THEY TREMBLED
WHEN THEY SAW ME, THEY TREMBLED AND CALLED OUT, SAYING THEY WERE [SEXUALLY] GUILTY. THE SEVEN CALLED OUT, SAYING THEY WERE [SEXUALLY] GUILTY. THEY CALLED OUT, SAYING THEY WERE [SEXUALLY] GUILTY, AND FELL HEADLONG AND LANDED ON THEIR FACES. THEY FELL HEADLONG AND LANDED ON THEIR FACES, PUTTING THEIR HANDS BEFORE THEIR FACES, AND THEY CRIED, "MASTER. WE WERE IN [SEXUAL] ERROR AND [SEXUAL] SIN. FORGIVE OUR [SEXUAL] SINS [SEX CANNOT BE FORGIVEN BECAUSE OF THE INCURABLE NATURE IT HOLDS & IT CAN ONLY BE RELEASED]." BUT WHEN THE [SEXUAL] WICKED SPOKE I CUT THROUGH THEIR PHALANX [MILITARY RANKS]. I MADE THEM SWEAR BY THE GREAT MYSTERY NOT TO WRONG THE SOUL. I HID BEFORE THEIR SEVEN SOULS. I STOPPED AND TOOK ON A BODY. I TOOK ON A BODY AND THOUGHT I WOULD NOT TERRORIZE THE SOUL, AND IN HER GARMENT, SHE WOULD NOT KNOW TERROR. I TOOK ON A BODY FOR HER AND SAT NEAR HER IN SPLENDOR. I SPREAD RADIANCE OF THE GREAT MANA OVER HER. FROM THAT [SEXLESS] LIGHT, ADAM WAS PLANTED. I SAT BY HIM AND TAUGHT HIM WHAT LIFE HAD STORED IN ME. I SANG TO HIM SUBLIMELY, MORE SUBLIMELY AND LUMINOUS THAN THE WORLDS. I SANG TO HIM IN A SOFT VOICE AND RAISED HIS HEART FROM SLEEP. I SPOKE TO HIM IN THE SPEECH OF THE LIGHT BEINGS AND TAUGHT HIM OUT OF MY WISDOM. I TAUGHT HIM OUT OF MY WISDOM. I TOLD HIM TO RISE AND PRAY ON HIS KNEES AND PRAISE THE MIGHTY. HE SHOULD PRAISE THE HIGH PLACE WHERE THE GOOD SIT. HE SHOULD PRAISE ADAKAS ZIWA, THE RADIANT ADAM [IN ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 6:5], THE FATHER [STEPHEN] FROM WHOM HE CAME. 
ADAM SAVED
AS I SAT AND INSTRUCTED HIM, HE BOWED DOWN AND PRAISED THE MIGHTY. HE PRAISED HIS FATHER [STEPHEN], ADAKAS ZIWA, THE MANA BY WHOM HE WAS PLANTED. WHEN HE BOWED DOWN AND PRAISED HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] THE LIGHT BEING, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] CAME TO HIM FROM HIS SECRET PLACE. WHEN HE SAW HIS FATHER [STEPHEN], HE OVERFLOWED WITH HOLY SONGS. HE SANG IN A LOUD VOICE AND OVERTURNED THE PLANETS. HE OVERTURNED THE PLANETS AND OVERTURNED THE LORD OF THE WORLD. HE DISOWNED THE SONS OF THIS WORLD'S HOUSE, AND EVERYTHING THEY HAD DONE. HE WITNESSED THE NAME OF LIFE [LORD STEVE] AND THE LIGHT BEING WHO LET HIM HEAR HIS VOICE. HE DISOWNED THE WORKS OF THE TIBIL AND RAISED HIS EYES TO THE PLACE OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. 
THE LIGHT BEING OF LIFE REWARDS ADAM
FOR WHAT HE HAD DONE THE LIGHT BEING OF LIFE WAS KIND, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF LIGHT [JAMES 1:17] WAS FULL OF KINDNESS TO HIM AND COMMANDED A BUILDING BE ERECTED FOR HIM. HE COMMANDED A BUILDING BE ERECTED FOR HIM AND COMMANDED A PLANTING BE PLANTED FOR HIM. HE COMMANDED A JORDAN RIVER BE PREPARED FOR HIM SO, AT THE RIPE INSTANT WHEN HIS MEASURE WAS FULL, HE WOULD ASCEND AND INHABIT HIS BUILDING AND INHABIT THE PLACE OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT WITH ADAKAS ZIWA HIS FATHER [STEPHEN], AND BECOME A [SEXLESS] LIGHT BEING IN THE PLACE OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. 
JOHN THE BAPTIZER AND JESUS THE [PERMISSIBLE ROMAN] SORCERER
FOR NINE MONTHS NBU CHRIST IS IN THE WOMB OF HIS MOTHER, THE VIRGIN, AND HE IS HIDDEN THERE. THEN HE CAME OUT OF HER BODY, ALONG WITH BLOOD AND MENSTRUAL DISCHARGE, AND GREW UP AT HER BREASTS AND SUCKED HER MILK. WHEN HE WAS GROWN, HE ENTERED THE TEMPLE OF THE JEWS AND BECAME PERFECT IN ALL WISDOM. HE PERVERTS [ALTERS] THE TORAH AND ALTERS ITS DOCTRINE AND ALL ITS WORK [ACTS 6:14-15]. HE LEADS SOME OF THE DESCENDANTS OF THE JEWS INTO [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] AND TURNS THEM INTO GOD FEARERS AND SHOWS THEM [PERMISSIBLE] MAGICAL FORMS, WHICH THEY BELIEVE IN. HE CLOTHES THEM IN COLORED TUNIC, TONSURES [SHAVE] THEIR HEADS, AND VEILS THEM LIKE DARKNESS. AND ON SUNDAY THEY KEEP THEIR HANDS FROM WORK. HE TELLS THEM, I AM THE TRUE GOD. I HAVE BEEN SENT HERE FROM MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. I AM THE FIRST MESSENGER AND I AM THE LAST. I AM THE FATHER [STEPHEN], I AM THE SON [JESUS], I AM THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN]. I CAME OUT OF THE CITY OF NAZARETH. HE DEMEANS [DISCREDITS] HIMSELF HUMBLY [PHILIPPIANS 2:5-8], GOES TO JERUSALEM, AND THERE CAPTIVATES SOME JEWS THROUGH SORCERY [PERMISSIBLE BLACK MAGIC] AND DECEIT [CONCEALING THE TRUTH IN MATTHEW 24:36-44 & MARK 13:32-37], SHOWING THEM GREAT DEEDS AND [PERMISSIBLE] MAGICAL FORMS. SOME DEVILS [THE LORD WILL BE AN ADVERSARY AGAINST YOUR ADVERSARIES IN EXODUS 23:22] WHO ARE WITH HIM HE INSERTS IN A DEAD BODY, [LIKE LAZARUS BEING DEAD 4 DAYS & BEING RESURRECTED] AND THEY SPEAK IN THE DEAD BODY. HE CRIES TO THE JEWS AND TELLS THEM, COME AND SEE, I AM HE WHO WAKES THE DEAD, PERFORMS RESURRECTIONS AND DELIVERANCES. I AM ANOSH THE NAZOREAN. THEN RUHA SCREAMS IN JERUSALEM AND TESTIFIES AGAINST HIM. HE SNARES [CATCHES] PEOPLE BY SORCERY [PERMISSIBLE BLACK MAGIC, WHICH MEANS THE JEWISH JESUS CHRIST, THE LATIN JESUS CHRIST, THE SPANISH JESUS CHRIST, THE GREEK JESUS CHRIST, THE ROMAN JESUS CHRIST, THE SICILIAN JESUS CHRIST, THE ITALIAN JESUS CHRIST & THE ENGLISH JESUS CHRIST DOES NOT PLAY GAMES, BUT WILL KILL & DAMN YOU, IF YOU OPPOSE IN ANY WAY HIS LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0, BUT THE ONLY HUMBLE ONE IS THE GENTILE JESUS CHRIST IN THE GOSPEL OF LUKE ONLY THAT WILL PROTECT YOU IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 FOR 46 YEARS IN THE 1ST KINGDOM, BUT THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 FOR 46 YEARS IN THE 1ST KINGDOM, HE IS THE GENTILE JESUS CHRIST THAT WILL KILL & DAMN YOU, IF YOU OPPOSE IN ANY WAY HIS LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND BEFOULS [STAINS] THEM WITH BLOOD AND MENSTRUAL DISCHARGE [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. HE BAPTIZES THEM IN BLOCKED WATERS AND PERVERTS [ALTERS] THE LIVING [HOLY] BAPTISM AND BAPTIZES THEM IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS] AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN]. HE ALIENATES [SEPARATES] THEM FROM THE LIVING [HOLY] BAPTISM IN THE JORDAN OF LIVING WATERS, WITH WHICH YOU, ADAM, WERE BAPTIZED. ALSO, IN THAT GENERATION A CHILD WAS BORN, WHO WAS CALLED BY THE NAME OF JOHN [STEPHEN], THE SON OF THE VENERABLE ZACHARIAH, WHO WAS BORN TO HIM IN HIS OLD AGE AT THE END OF ONE HUNDRED YEARS. HIS MOTHER, THE WOMAN ELIZABETH, BECAME PREGNANT WITH HIM. SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HIM IN HER OLD AGE. WHEN JOHN GROWS UP IN THAT GENERATION OF JERUSALEM, FAITH WILL FIND A PLACE IN HIS HEART AND HE WILL RECEIVE THE JORDAN AND CARRY OUT BAPTISMS FOR FORTY-TWO YEARS, BEFORE NBU, WHO IS HERMES CHRIST, DRESSES IN A BODY AND ENTERS THE WORLD. WHEN JOHN IS IN JERUSALEM, JESUS CHRIST ARRIVES, MOVES ABOUT IN HUMILITY, IS BAPTIZED WITH THE BAPTISM OF JOHN, AND BECOMES WISE THROUGH JOHN'S WISDOM. THEN JESUS PROCEEDS TO PERVERT [ALTER] THE WORD OF JOHN AND CHANGE THE JORDAN BAPTISM [LUKE 3:16], ALTERING THE WORDS OF TRUTH, AND SUMMONING WICKEDNESS AND LIES INTO THE WORLD [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32 & 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10]. 
MANDA DHAYYE BRINGS TRIUMPH TO JOHN
ON THE DAY THAT JOHN'S MEASURE IS FULL, HIBIL MANDA DHAYYE COMES TO HIM. BUT I APPEAR TO JOHN AS A SMALL BOY, THREE YEARS AND A DAY OLD, AND I CONVERSE WITH HIM ABOUT BAPTISM AND I INSTRUCT HIS FRIENDS. THEN I TAKE HIM OUT OF HIS BODY AND CAUSE HIM TO RISE UP IN TRIUMPH TO THE WORLD THAT IS FILLED WITH RADIANCE, AND I BAPTIZE HIM IN THE WHITE JORDAN OF LIVING AND BRILLIANT WATERS, CLOTHE HIM IN GARMENTS OF RADIANCE, AND COVER HIM IN TURBANS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT AND PLACE PRAISE IN HIS PURE HEART FROM THE PRAISE OF THE ANGELS OF LIGHT. 
THE LIGHT BEING ANOSH UNMASKS JESUS [THE ROMAN]
AFTER JOHN, THE WORLD WILL GO ON IN LIES [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32 & 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10] AND CHRIST THE ROMAN WILL SPLIT THE PEOPLES; THE TWELVE [SEXLESS] SEDUCERS [DRAW AWAY FROM OTHER ALLEGIANCES THAT] WANDER THE WORLD. FOR THIRTY YEARS THE ROMAN [JESUS] APPEARS IN THE WORLD…AND WHEN THE GREAT ONE CHOOSES, THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT [2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15] BEING ANOSH COMES. HE WILL EXPOSE THE LIES [1ST JOHN 1:8, 10] OF JESUS THE LIAR [STORYTELLER IN 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10], WHO MAKES HIMSELF EQUAL TO THE ANGELS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. HE WILL [FALSELY] ACCUSE CHRIST THE ROMAN [JESUS], THE LIAR [STORYTELLER IN 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10], THE SON OF A WOMAN, WHO DID NOT COME FROM THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT [2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15], THAT HE IS ONE OF THE SEVEN [SEXLESSLY] SEDUCING [DRAW AWAY OTHER ALLEGIANCES OF] PLANETS WHO ROAM THE WORLD, AND THAT HE IS WANDERING AMONG THE CELESTIAL SPHERES. HE WILL UNMASK CHRIST THE ROMAN [JESUS] AS A LIAR [STORYTELLER IN 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10], HE WILL BE BOUND BY THE HANDS OF THE JEWS, HIS DEVOTEES WILL BIND HIM, HE WILL BE FASTENED TO A CROSS [ROMAN BARABBAS], AND HIS BODY WILL BE SLAIN. HIS DEVOTEES WILL DIVIDE HIM UP INTO MANY PIECES. HE WILL BE BOUND ON THE HILL OF MARA. WHEN THE SUN RISES, IT UNLEASHES ITS HEAT AGAINST HIM, BECAUSE HE CAST [SEXUAL] ERROR AND PERSECUTION INTO THE WORLD [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. 
THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON THE SOUL SONGS
THE SOUL'S QUESTIONS
THE SOUL, THE SOUL HAS WORDS: WHO CAST ME INTO THE TIBIL? WHO CAST ME INTO THE TIBIL? WHO CHAINED ME TO THE WALL? WHO ROPED ME IN THE STOCKS EQUAL TO THE FULLNESS OF WORLD? WHO THREW A CHAIN AROUND ME THAT IS UNMEASURED ON EARTH? WHO CLOTHED MY SOUL IN A COAT OF EVERY FABRIC AND COLOR? 
ADAM ENVELOPED IN SLEEP
I AM ENVELOPED IN SLEEP IN A ROBE WITHOUT [SEXUAL] ERROR. IN A ROBE WITHOUT [SEXUAL] ERROR IN WHICH NOTHING LACKS. LIFE KNEW ABOUT ME: ADAM ASLEEP. I WOKE. THE SOUL TOOK MY HAND. [SEXLESS] LIGHT HURLED ME INTO [SEXUAL] DARKNESS, [SEXUAL] DARKNESS FILLED WITH [SEXLESS] LIGHT [ACTS 26:18]. ON THE DAY THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT RISES [SEXUAL] DARKNESS WILL GO TO ITS CAVE. SHE CAME TO CLOUDS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT, GOING TO THE PLACE OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. 
MY SOUL YEARNED FOR LIFE
THE SOUL IN ME YEARNED FOR LIFE. KNOWLEDGE BLOSSOMED IN MY EYES. THE SOUL IN ME YEARNED FOR LIFE. I FLOATED AND WANDERED UP TILL I REACHED THE FIRST PLANET. HER SLAVES CAME TO MEET ME. "SEIZE HIM, SEIZE THAT MAN. HE WILL KEEP US COMPANY. SEIZE HIM, SEIZE THAT MAN, AND ASK WHERE HE IS FROM." "FRIEND, WHERE ARE YOU FROM AND WHERE ARE YOU GOING?" "I COME FROM EARTH, THE TIBIL, THE HOUSE THE PLANETS BUILT. THE SOUL IN ME YEARNED FOR LIFE AND AIMED FOR THE PLACE OF LIFE." "THIS IS THE HOUSE OF LIFE. THIS IS THE WAY! WHERE ARE YOU GOING?" WHEN YOU GO AMONG ENEMIES THEY WILL PERFORM ANYTHING IMAGINABLE AGAINST YOU. "THAT IS NOT WHAT I [SEXUALLY] DESIRE AND NOT WHAT MY SOUL WANTS." THE SOUL IN ME YEARNED FOR LIFE. KNOWLEDGE BLOSSOMED IN MY EYES. THE SOUL IN ME YEARNED FOR LIFE. I FLOATED AND WANDERED UP TILL I REACHED THE SECOND PLANET, AND THE THIRD AND THE FOURTH. WHEN YOU GO AMONG THEM, THEY WILL SHOUT THE NAME OF DEATH, AND CHAIN AND TORMENT YOU. I FLOATED AND WANDERED UP THE FIFTH, SIXTH, AND SEVENTH PLANETS TILL I REACH THE HOUSE OF LIFE. WHEN I REACH THE HOUSE OF LIFE, LIFE CAME OUT TO MEET ME. LIFE CAME OUT TO MEET ME AND DRESSED ME IN RADIANCE AND COVERED ME WITH [SEXLESS] LIGHT. HE COUNTED ME, GAVE ME HIS NUMBER. THE GOOD CAME OUT OF HIS MIDST. AMONG THE LAMPS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT YOUR LAMPS WILL FLOAT AND SHINE. 
THE SAVIOR TALKS TO THE SOUL
SOUL, IF YOU HEAR WHAT I SAY AND DO NOT [SEXUALLY] OPPOSE MY WORD, FOR YOU I WILL THROW A BRIDGE OVER THE GREAT SEA. FOR YOU I WILL LAY A DAM AND GUIDE YOU TO THE WATCHTOWER WHERE THE REBELS HOLD OUT. I WILL GUIDE YOU PAST THE FIRE AND SMOKE TOUCHING THE SKY. I WILL TAKE YOU PAST THE DOUBLE PITS WHERE RUHA HAS DUG HER WAY. AND OVER THAT HIGH MOUNTAIN I WILL SMOOTH THE PATH FOR YOU. IN THIS WALL, THIS WALL OF IRON, I WILL HACK A BREACH FOR YOU, HUG YOU WITH ALL MY STRENGTH, AND TAKE YOU TO THE PLACE OF LIGHT. 
[SEXLESSLY] LOVING LIFE, PERFORMING GOOD DEEDS
LOVING LIFE, I LET MANDA DHAYYE, THE MESSENGER OF LIGHT, CALM MY INNERMOST THOUGHT. LATE SATURDAY EVENING AND BEFORE THE GOOD SUNDAY, I STUFFED ALMS IN MY POCKET AND WENT TO THE TEMPLE GATE. I PILED ALMS AND BREAD ON THE COMMON PLATE. I FOUND AN ORPHAN. I FED HIM. I FOUND A WIDOW. I FILLED HER POCKET. I FOUND A NAKED MAN AND GAVE HIM A GARMENT FOR HIS NAKEDNESS. I FOUND A PRISONER AND FOUND A WAY TO FREE HIM TO HIS VILLAGE. 
THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON HIBIL'S LAMENT FROM THE BOOK OF JOHN
HOW LONG MUST I SINK BETWEEN WORLDS? IN THE NAME OF A BETTER LIFE, MAY LIGHT BE EVERYWHERE. I AM HAPPY, VERY HAPPY, THOUGH I AM HURT IN THE HOUSE OF THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED. IN MY HEART I WILL BE PLEASED BY THE WORKS I HAVE CREATED IN THIS WORLD. HOW MUCH LONGER MUST I SINK BETWEEN WORLDS? HOW LONG SHOULD I POUR LIGHT INTO THE WORLD? HOW LONG SHALL I RAISE TREASURE TO THE HOUSE OF THE LEADERS? I WILL BE HAPPY! MY SOUL LOOKS TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. I WILL BE PLEASED BY WORKING WITH THE POOR AND THE YOUNG. I WILL QUIET MY HEART AND BE CALM. HOW LONG MUST I NOURISH POWERFUL LIGHT WORLD MESSENGERS AND THE LEADERS' RHETORIC? HOW LONG SHOULD I COMBAT [SEXUAL] DEMONS AND MURDER [SEXUAL] REBELS? WILL ONE OF YOU RELEASE ME FROM ABATHUR THE HIGH JUDGE? HOW LONG MUST I WALK WITH WEIGHTS ON MY NECK? HOW LONG WILL I TRAMP ON SUNDAY, OUR HOLY DAY, AND EXPEL IT FROM EXISTENCE? WHEN WILL I BRING AUTHORITY TO THE TOLLHOUSES? HOW LONG MUST I TAME STALLIONS AND HARNESS THEM? HOW LONG MUST I PLOW AND DISPERSE SEED AROUND THE WORLD? HOW LONG SOW, REAP, AND GIVE AWAY THE PERISHABLE? HOW LONG MUST I COUNTER [SEXUAL] WICKED FOOLS, HURL THEM INTO POTS AND COOK THEM? HOW LONG MUST THE SCALE WEIGH AND ABATHUR JUDGE US? HOW LONG MUST I BATTER SHAMISH THE SUN AND CONDEMN [DAMN] HIS EARTHLY APPEARANCE AND BERATE HIM IN FAVOR OF THE SELECT GOOD ONES IN THIS WORLD? HOW LONG MUST I ATTACK TOLLHOUSE GUARDS AND SUFFOCATE THEM WITH SIN THE MOON? MUST I KEEP HURLING HIM EACH MONTH INTO POTS OF BOILING LIQUIDS? HOW LONG WILL THE EARTH ACCEPT SEED AND FRUIT DROPPED ACROSS HORIZONS? WHEN WILL SHIPS NO LONGER SINK AND RISE TO THE REALM OF LIGHT? HOW LONG MUST I RESTRAIN THE LIVING WATER AND THROW IT INTO STILL WATER? HOW LONG MUST THE MESSENGERS OF LIGHT CLAW THROUGH [SEXUAL] POLLUTION AND WRONGDOING? HOW LONG CAN THEY STAND IT? WHEN WILL [SEXUAL] DARKNESS END AND [SEXLESS] LIGHT COME? WHEN WILL I NOT WASTE PEARLS ON TRANSITORY LIFE? HOW MANY WILL HANG IN MY FISHING NETS, AND WHEN CAN I CEASE DRAGGING UP THE POOR AND THE HURT? HOW LONG WILL I PUNCH MOUNTAINS? HOW LONG WILL I DRESS THE PERISHABLE IN DARKNESS? WHEN WILL I STOP HANGING CHAINS ON EARTHLY [SEXUAL] ADULTERERS AND [SEXUAL] THIEVES? WHEN WILL I STOP WAVING MY FISTS, KILLING, STOMPING ON THE [SEXUALLY] BAD AND THE [AMN] LIARS? HOW SOON WILL I GIVE UP DISORIENTING THEM? WHEN WILL THEY GIVE UP KILLING? WHEN WILL COMBAT FADE, MY HEART, HEAL? WHEN WILL TIBIL'S EARTHLY WORLD END, SO I CAN CONCEAL MY NETS? 
MANDA DHAYYE'S RESPONSE
AFTER HIBIL ZIWA SPOKE THESE WORDS, MANDA DHAYYE RESPONDED, SAYING TO HIM, "WHEN WILL YOU NO LONGER STUMBLE, HIBIL ZIWA? WHEN WILL YOUR PAIN IN THIS WORLD END? AND THE WORKS OF THE SICK, WHEN WILL YOU NO LONGER BEAR THEM ON YOUR NECK?" 
HIBIL ANSWERS
AFTER HIBIL ZIWA HEARD THIS, HE SPRANG FROM HIS CARPET, STOOD, AND OPENED HIS MOUTH TO CANDOR, UTTERING TO MANDA DHAYYE, "I CREATED TIBIL, THE EARTHLY WORLD. ON WHOSE NECK IS IT NOW? THOSE I CREATED, WHAT LIGHT CARRIERS WILL HAVE THEM? AFTER I MADE ADAM AND HIS WIFE, EVE, I FORMED AND CONDEMNED [DAMNED] THEM AND SENT THEM INTO EXILE. TO THEM I WAS PERSECUTION. I MADE THE TOLL STATIONS AND CHAINS FOR THE JEWS AND INSIDE THEM PLACED EVERYDAY OFFICIALS. "I HAVE SMOOTHED A ROAD FROM DARKNESS TO THE DWELLING PLACE OF PERMANENCE. I HAVE APPOINTED WITNESSES IN THE TOLLHOUSE OF ABATHUR. I MADE ABATHUR THE JUDGE OF THE WORLD. I PLACED HIM AMONG SCALES AND GAVE HIM POWER OVER EVENTS ON EARTH. I MADE THE RIVER KSAS FLOWING BETWEEN EARTH AND THE LIGHT WORLD, AND BY IT I PLACED ABATHUR. I CREATED WHITE FRUIT INTO WHICH SOULS ARE PLACED. FROM IT THEY SHOOT OUT TO SIT ON THE SCALES. I CREATED BROOKS OF BRISK WATER, LIKE JORDAN WATERS, IN WHICH SOULS ARE BAPTIZED. I MADE A WAY SO THAT ALL SOULS FLOAT ON THE STREAMS AND RISE. I MADE A SHIP FOR THE GOOD, A FERRY FOR SOULS CROSSING TO THE HOUSE OF ABATHUR. THERE IN STRENGTH AND PERMANENCE WILL ENTER THEM EVERLASTING. "I BROUGHT THE HOLY DAY, SUNDAY, AND PLACED IT ABOVE THE CUSTOMS MEN, AND I SAID TO THEM, 'WHOEVER BRINGS THIS LETTER OF PASSAGE WILL REACH YOU, BUT WHO VENTURES WITHOUT IT YOU WILL HIDE. ALL WRONGDOERS AND [SEXUAL] LIARS WILL BE INTERROGATED IN YOUR TOLLHOUSE UNTIL A LETTER OF PASSAGE WITH ALL ITS CONTENTS RISES FROM TIBIL, THE EARTH, TO LIFE IN ITS BEING. WHEN THE LETTER AND ITS CONTENTS ASCEND TO LIFE, A LETTER FROM LIFE WILL COME. WHEN IT REACHES ABATHUR THEY WILL ASCEND.' "I MADE WORKS AND DEATH AND LIFE IN THE WORLD. THOSE WITH AVID SOULS RISE TO [SEXLESS] LIGHT, BUT THE ADULTERERS AND THIEVES COLLAPSE IN THE DARK. EROTIC RUHA IS HERE TO [SEXUALLY] SEDUCE THE ENTIRE EARTH. WHEN I HEARD THE BLATANT ALARM, I WARNED AGAINST HER. "I MADE A ROPE OF CABLE AND PLANTED A POLE. I TOLD THE MANDAEAN SCHOLARS TO SHIMMY UP THE ROPE, TO HANG FROM THE ROPE; TO RISE AND SEE THE PRECINCT OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. WHOEVER IGNORES THE ROPE MUST CLIMB THE POLE. WHOEVER IGNORES BOTH ROPE AND POLE, FALLS AND WILL FIND NO ASCENSION. THERE IS NO RISING FOR THOSE WHO FALL, AND THE MOUNTAIN OF DARKNESS SWALLOWS THEM. WHOEVER WISHES A SECOND DEATH, BUT WHO IS DEAD TO [SEXLESS] LIGHT, HIS EYE WILL SEE NO [SEXLESS] LIGHT AND HIS FOOT FEEL NO FIRM EARTH. "YOU HAVE PREVAILED, MANDA DHAYYE, AS THOSE WHO [SEXLESSLY LOVE YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. LIFE WINS." 
 
THE GNOSTIC SONGS FROM THE MANDAEAN LITURGY
THE SONG OF THE POOR MAN: A POOR MAN TAKEN FAR
I AM A POOR MAN FROM THE FRUIT. THEY TOOK ME FROM FAR AWAY. I AM FAR. I AM A POOR MAN WHOM LIFE SPOKE TO. I AM FAR. THE LIGHT BEINGS TOOK ME AWAY. THEY CARRIED ME HERE FROM THE GOOD TO WHERE THE [SEXUAL] WICKED LIVE. THEY INSTALLED ME IN THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] OF THE [SEXUAL] WICKED WHERE ALL IS MALICE AND FIRE. I DIDN'T ASK FOR IT. I DIDN'T WANT TO COME TO THIS AWFUL PLACE. BY MY STRENGTH AND LIGHT, I SUFFER THROUGH THIS [SEXUAL] MISERY. BY ILLUMINATION AND PRAISE. I REMAIN A STRANGER IN THEIR WORLD. I STAND AMONG THE [SEXUAL] WICKED LIKE A CHILD WITHOUT A FATHER. LIKE A FATHERLESS CHILD, AN UNTENDED FRUIT. I HEAR THE VOICE OF THE SEVEN PLANETS. THEY WHISPER. THEY SAY AMONG THEMSELVES, "WHERE DOES THIS ALIEN COME FROM? HE DOESN'T SPEAK LIKE US." I DIDN'T LISTEN TO THEIR SPEECH RAGING AGAINST ME. 
THE KINDLY LIGHT BEING
LIFE HEARD MY CRY AND SENT AN ANGEL, A KINDLY LIGHT BEING WHO WAS PREPARED FOR ME. HE TOLD ME IN A PURE VOICE AS LIGHT BEINGS SPEAK IN THE HOUSE OF PERFECTION. HE SAID, "POOR MAN, DON'T BE ALARMED OR FEARFUL. DON'T SAY, 'I AM UTTERLY ALONE.' FOR YOU WE SPREAD THE FIRMAMENT ABOVE. FOR YOU WE SPREAD THE FIRMAMENT ABOVE AND MADE DRY LAND. WE MADE DRY LAND, AND SOLID LAND CAME AND STOOD IN THE WATER. FOR YOU THE SUN CAME, FOR YOU THE MOON CAME INTO THE FIRMAMENT, FOR YOU, POOR ONE, THE SEVEN PLANETS AND TWELVE CREATURES OF THE ZODIAC WERE SET IN ORBIT. RADIANCE SITS AT YOUR RIGHT HAND AND GLITTERING LIGHT ON YOUR LEFT. BE STRONG IN YOUR SEED UNTIL YOU ARE FULFILLED. WHEN YOU ARE FULFILLED, I WILL COME AGAIN. I WILL BRING YOU SPLENDID CLOTHING, THE ENVY OF THE WORLD. I WILL BRING YOU A [SEXLESSLY] LOVELY SHAWL OF LIGHT, ABUNDANT AND BOUNDLESS. I WILL DELIVER YOU FROM THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED, FREE YOU FROM THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS. YOU WILL SIT IN YOUR OWN HEAVENLY PLACE [NEW UNIVERSE]. I WILL FREE YOU IN THAT PURE PLACE." 
THE POOR MAN DELIVERED
I HEAR THE VOICE OF THE SEVEN PLANETS, WHO WHISPER TO ONE ANOTHER, "BLESSINGS ON THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE POOR ONE: HE IS THE ONE WHO TENDS THE FRUIT TREE. WE HAVE NO FATHER [LUCIFER] AND NO ONE TO TEND OUR TREE." WELCOME TO ANYONE LIFE KNOWS, AND SORROW TO WHOMEVER LIFE IGNORES. WELCOME TO ANYONE LIFE KNOWS, AND WHO STAYS ON EARTH FREE FROM THE [SEXUAL] WORLD OF IMPERFECTION WHERE THE PLANETS LIVE. THEY SIT ON [SEXUAL] REBEL THRONES AND WORK WITH A WHIP. GOLD AND SILVER EXCITE THEM, AND THEY CAST WAR INTO THE WORLD. THEY CAST WAR INTO THE WORLD, AND THEY WILL ROAST IN FIRE. THE [SEXUAL] EVIL WILL ROAST IN FIRE, THEIR GLORY GONE. BUT MY FAMILY AND I WILL ASCEND AND SEE THE PLACE OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT WHERE THE SUN DOES NOT GO DOWN, WHERE LAMPS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT [JAMES 1:17] NEVER DIM, THE PLACE, THE HOUSE TO WHICH YOUR SOULS ARE CALLED AND INVITED IN, SOULS OF OUR KIN, OF THE GOOD, AND OF OUR BELIEVING BROTHERS AND SISTERS. THERE LIFE IS EXTOLLED. 
ADVICE FOR THE PERSECUTED
YOU CAME FROM THE HOUSE OF LIFE. YOU CAME FROM THE HOUSE OF LIFE, YOU CAME. WHAT DID YOU BRING US? I CAME WITH YOU SO YOU WON'T DIE, SO, YOUR SOULS WON'T BE ERASED. I BROUGHT LIFE ON THE DAY OF DEATH, HAPPINESS ON THE DAY OF GLOOM. I BROUGHT YOU REST. THERE DISQUIET OF THE NATIONS IS NOT RAGING. GOOD ONE, YOU CAME TO THE TRUE MAN CARRYING THIS? AND ONLY THIS? I MADE HIM MY TREASURER. I MADE HIM MY TREASURER AND THE MASTER OVER ALL I POSSESS. I GAVE HIM THE KEYS OF TRUTH TO ENTER THE WORLD AND LEAVE IT AS A MAN WITH LONGING FILLED. MY CHOSEN ONES, MY CHOSEN ONES, YOU LOOKED AND FOUND, AGAIN AND AGAIN. MY CHOSEN ONES, YOU LOOKED AND FOUND AS OUR ANCESTORS LOOKED. LIFE IS VICTORY. 
A LETTER LOOPED AROUND ONES NECK
HERE IS A SEALED LETTER LEAVING THE WORLD, A LETTER WRITTEN WITH TRUTH AND MARKED WITH THE SEAL OF MIGHTY LIFE. PERFECT ONES WROTE IT, AND BELIEVERS INSURED IT. THEY LOOPED IT AROUND THE SOUL'S NECK AND SENT IT TO THE GATE OF LIFE. THE SOUL WISELY USED HER FINGER TO MARK THE OPEN LETTER. 
BE LIKE WINE JARS
YOU OF MY BLOOD, SPEAK THE TRUTH. CLOSE YOUR LYING [SEXUAL] LIPS. DON'T BE A POMEGRANATE WHOSE OUTER FACE IS FRESH. ITS OUTER FACE IS FRESH, BUT INSIDE IT IS FULL OF ROTTING CORN SEED. BE LIKE WINE JARS FILLED WITH REDOLENT WINE. THEIR OUTER SHELLS ARE CLAY AND PITCH, BUT INSIDE IS REDOLENT WINE. THE MESSAGE OF LIFE SHOUTS. EARS OF MY CHOSEN, COME AND HEAR ME. 
MANICHAEAN [RELIGIOUS DOCTRINE] HOLY SCRIPTURE
THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON THE ORIGIN OF HIS BODY
SECRETS WERE REVEALED TO MANI
ALSO, IN THIS WAY, IT IS FITTING FOR THE ALL-PRAISEWORTHY MESSENGER MANI, THROUGH WHOM AND FROM WHOM HAS COME TO US THE HOPE AND INHERITANCE OF LIFE, TO WRITE TO US AND TO PROVIDE INTERPRETATION FOR ALL POSTERITY, THE HOUSEHOLDERS OF FAITH, AND THOSE WHO ARE SPIRITUAL OFFSPRING, INCREASING THROUGH HIS MOST LIMPID WATERS, SO THAT HIS RAPTURE AND REVELATION MAY BE KNOWN TO THEM. FOR WE KNOW, BROTHERS, WITH THIS ARRIVAL OF THE COMFORTER OF TRUTH, HOW GREAT THE MAGNITUDE OF HIS WISDOM IS IN RELATIONSHIP TO US. WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HE HAS RECEIVED IT NEITHER FROM PEOPLE, NOR FROM THE READING OF BOOKS, JUST AS OUR FATHER MANI HIMSELF [JOHN 10:34-35] SAYS IN THE LETTER THAT HE SENT TO EDESSA. FOR HE SAYS THUS: "THE TRUTH AND THE SECRETS THAT I SPEAK ABOUT—AND THE LAYING ON OF HANDS THAT IS MINE—NOT FROM PEOPLE HAVE I RECEIVED IT NOR FROM FLESHLY CREATURES, NOT EVEN FROM STUDIES IN THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURES. BUT WHEN MY MOST BLESSED FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO CALLED ME INTO HIS GRACE, SAW ME, SINCE HE DID NOT WISH ME AND THE REST WHO ARE IN THE [SEXUAL] WORLD TO PERISH, HE FELT COMPASSION, SO THAT HE MIGHT EXTEND HIS WELL-BEING TO THOSE PREPARED TO BE CHOSEN BY HIM FROM THE SECTS. THEN, BY HIS GRACE, HE PULLED ME FROM THE COUNCIL OF THE MANY WHO DO NOT RECOGNIZE THE TRUTH AND REVEALED TO ME HIS [TOP] SECRETS AND THOSE OF HIS UNDEFILED FATHER [STEPHEN] AND OF ALL THE COSMOS. HE DISCLOSED TO ME HOW I WAS BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, AND HOW THE GROUNDWORK OF ALL THE WORKS, BOTH GOOD AND EVIL, WAS LAID, AND HOW EVERYTHING OF THIS AGGREGATION WAS ENGENDERED ACCORDING TO ITS PRESENT BOUNDARIES AND TIMES." 
I, MANI, HAVE SEEN THE TRUTH
HE WROTE THUS AGAIN AND SAID IN THE GOSPEL OF HIS MOST HOLY HOPE, "I, MANI, A MESSENGER OF JESUS CHRIST THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH, FROM WHOM I ALSO WAS BORN, WHO LIVES AND ABIDES FOREVER, EXISTING BEFORE ALL AND ALSO ABIDING AFTER ALL. ALL THINGS THAT ARE AND WILL BE SUBSIST THROUGH HIS POWER. FOR FROM THIS VERY ONE I WAS CONCEIVED, AND I AM FROM HIS [SEXLESS] WILL. FROM HIM ALL THAT IS TRUE WAS REVEALED TO ME, AND I AM FROM HIS TRUTH. THE TRUTH OF AGES THAT HE REVEALED I HAVE SEEN, AND THAT TRUTH I HAVE DISCLOSED TO MY FELLOW TRAVELERS; PEACE I HAVE ANNOUNCED TO THE CHILDREN OF PEACE, HOPE I HAVE PROCLAIMED TO THE IMMORTAL [SEXLESS] RACE [IN THE NEW UNIVERSE]. THE ELECT I HAVE CHOSEN, AND A PATH TO THE HEIGHT I HAVE SHOWN TO THOSE WHO ASCEND ACCORDING TO THIS TRUTH. HOPE I HAVE PROCLAIMED, AND THIS REVELATION I HAVE REVEALED. THIS IMMORTAL GOSPEL I HAVE WRITTEN, INCLUDING IN IT THESE EMINENT MYSTERIES, AND DISCLOSING IN IT THE GREATEST WORKS, THE GREATEST AND MOST AUGUST FORMS OF THE MOST EMINENTLY POWERFUL WORKS. THESE THINGS THAT HE REVEALED I HAVE SHOWN TO THOSE WHO LIVE FROM THE TRUEST VISION, WHICH I HAVE SEEN, AND FROM THE MOST GLORIOUS REVELATION REVEALED TO ME." AGAIN, HE SAID, "ALL THE [TOP] SECRETS THAT MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS GIVEN TO ME, WHILE I HAVE HIDDEN AND COVERED THEM FROM THE SECTS AND THE PAGANS, AND STILL MORE FROM THE WORLD, TO YOU I HAVE REVEALED ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE OF MY MOST BLESSED FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND IF AGAIN, HE WOULD BE PLEASED, ONCE MORE I SHALL REVEAL THEM TO YOU. FOR INDEED, THE GIFT THAT WAS GIVEN TO ME FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS VERY GREAT AND RICH. FOR IF THE WHOLE WORLD AND ALL PEOPLE OBEY IT, I WOULD BE ABLE FROM THIS VERY POSSESSION AND ADVANTAGE, WHICH MY FATHER HAS GIVEN TO ME, TO ENRICH THEM AND ESTABLISH WISDOM AS SUFFICIENT FOR THE ENTIRE WORLD."
MANI'S TWIN
AGAIN, HE SAID, "WHEN MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WAS PLEASED AND HAD SHOWN COMPASSION AND CARE FOR ME, HE SENT OUT FROM THERE MY MOST UNFAILING TWIN [THIS SOUNDS CRAZY & INSANE TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE NOT EXPERIENCED THIS, WILL SWEAR THIS IS BULLSHIT & A LIE, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT BEEN CALLED TO THE TRUE OFFICE OF THE PROPHET & THIS IS THE ACTUAL ABODE OF MANI AS THE INVISIBLE ANGEL OF THE LORD IN HIS FORMER GLORY, THAT VISIBLE MANI HAD ACHIEVED THROUGH THE LORD’S TIME PORTAL, BEFORE MANI CAME INTO HIS MOTHER’S WOMB THAT WAS REVEALED & MADE HIS ABODE WITH MANI IN HIS OWN TIME FRAME TO RECEIVE & TO KNOW THE LORD’S TOP-SECRET TRUTH, LIKE WHAT HAPPENED TO JOHN THE REVELATOR, WHICH IS BASICALLY THE TRUE OFFICE OF THE PROPHET IN REVELATION 10:1-11:19], THE ENTIRE FRUIT OF IMMORTALITY, THAT HE MIGHT REDEEM AND RANSOM ME FROM THE [SEXUAL] ERROR OF THOSE FOLLOWERS OF THAT [SEXUAL] LAW. IN COMING TO ME, HE HAS PROVIDED ME WITH THE BEST HOPE, REDEMPTION, WHICH IS BASED ON IMMORTALITY, TRUE INSTRUCTIONS, AND THE LAYING ON OF HANDS FROM MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. NOW, WHEN THAT ONE CAME, HE PREFERRED AND CHOSE ME, SEVERED AND PULLED ME OUT OF THE MIDST OF THOSE FOLLOWERS OF THAT [SEXLESS] LAW IN WHICH I WAS REARED." NOW, VERY MANY OTHER EXTRAORDINARY THINGS LIKE THESE ARE IN THE BOOKS OF OUR FATHER [STEPHEN], WHICH DEMONSTRATE BOTH HIS REVELATION [HEBREWS 1:1-2] AND THE RAPTURE OF HIS POSITION AS MESSENGER [REVELATION 10:1-11:19]. FOR VERY GREAT IS THE ABUNDANCE OF THIS COMING THAT, THROUGH THE COMFORTER, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, IS COMING TO US. NOW, CONCERNING THESE THINGS, WHY ARE THEY SIFTED THOROUGHLY BY US, WHO ARE ONCE AND FOR ALL CONVINCED THAT THIS POSITION AS MESSENGER EXCELS IN ITS REVELATIONS? FOR THIS REASON, WE HAVE REPEATED FROM OUR FOREFATHERS THEIR RAPTURE AND THE REVELATION OF EACH ONE, NAMELY, FOR THE SAKE OF THE CONSIDERATIONS OF THOSE WHO HAVE PUT ON UNBELIEF AND WHO THINK THEY KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT THIS REVELATION AND VISION OF OUR FATHER MANI, THAT THEY MIGHT ACKNOWLEDGE THAT SUCH WAS ALSO THE COMMISSION GIVEN TO THE EARLIER MESSENGERS. FOR WHEN EACH OF THEM WAS SNATCHED UP, ALL THESE THINGS THAT HE SAW AND HEARD HE WROTE DOWN AND SET FORTH, AND HE HIMSELF BECAME A WITNESS OF HIS OWN REVELATION. BUT HIS STUDENTS BECAME SEALS OF HIS POSITION AS MESSENGER.
BARAIES THE TEACHER: MANI IS CHOSEN FROM AMONG THE ELKESAITES
WE, THEN, BROTHERS, BEING CHILDREN OF THE SPIRIT OF OUR FATHER MANI [JOHN 10:34-35], WHO ALSO HAVE HEARD AND LISTENED TO THESE THINGS, THUS, LET US REJOICE IN THEM AND RECOGNIZE HIS COMING SPIRITUALLY, HOW HE WAS SENT BY A COMMAND OF HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] AND IN WHAT WAY HE WAS CONCEIVED IN THE BODY, AND HOW HIS MOST AUGUST TWIN CAME TO HIM AND SET HIM APART FROM THE [SEXLESS] LAW IN WHICH HIS BODY WAS REARED. FOR IN HIS TWENTY-FIFTH YEAR THE TWIN WAS REVEALED MAGNIFICENTLY TO HIM. FOR WHILE HE WAS STILL IN THAT SECT OF THE BAPTISTS, HE WAS LIKE A LAMB DWELLING IN A STRANGE FLOCK, OR LIKE A BIRD LIVING WITH OTHER BIRDS OF A DIFFERENT SONG. FOR ALWAYS WITH WISDOM AND SKILL HE DWELT IN THEIR MIDST DURING ALL THAT TIME: NONE OF THEM RECOGNIZED HIM AS TO WHO HE WAS, OR WHAT HE HAD RECEIVED, OR WHAT HAD BEEN REVEALED TO HIM. RATHER, THEY REGARDED HIM AMONG THEMSELVES IN THIS MANNER, ACCORDING TO THE STANDARDS OF THE BODY. 
ABIESOUS THE TEACHER AND INNAIOS BROTHER OF ZABED: MANI REJECTS EARTHLY TREASURES FOR DIVINE ONES
THE LORD MANI [JOHN 10:34-35] SAID, "WHEN I WAS DWELLING IN THEIR MIDST, ONE DAY SITAIOS, THE ELDER OF THEIR COUNCIL, THE SON OF GARA, TOOK ME BY THE HAND, BECAUSE HE GREATLY [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ME AND REGARDED ME AS A BELOVED SON. HE TOOK ME, THEN, BY THE HAND—NO ONE ELSE WAS WITH US—AND WENT, DUG UP AND SHOWED ME VERY GREAT TREASURES, WHICH HE KEPT SECRETLY BURIED. HE SAID TO ME, 'THESE TREASURES ARE MINE AND I HAVE CONTROL OF THEM. FROM NOW ON THEY WILL BE YOURS. FOR I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE NO ONE ELSE LIKE YOU, AND TO YOU I SHALL GIVE THESE TREASURES.' WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN TO ME, I SAID IN MY HEART, 'MY MOST BLESSED FATHER [STEPHEN] PREFERRED ME AND HAS GIVEN TO ME AN IMMORTAL TREASURE THAT DOES NOT PASS AWAY. WHOEVER INHERITS IT WILL RECEIVE IMMORTAL LIFE FROM IT.' "THEN I SPOKE TO SITAIOS THE ELDER: 'WHERE ARE THE FOREFATHERS, WHO ACQUIRED THESE EARTHLY TREASURES BEFORE US, THEY WHO INHERITED THEM? FOR, CONSIDER, THEY ARE DEAD AND GONE AND THEY DID NOT KEEP THEM AS THEIR OWN, NEITHER DID THEY CARRY THEM OFF WITH THEMSELVES.'" HE, MANI, SPOKE TO HIM: '"WHAT GOOD, THEN, ARE THESE TREASURES TO ME, WHICH INTRODUCE [SEXUAL] SINS AND [SEXUAL] OFFENSES TO EVERYONE WHO ACQUIRES THEM? FOR THE [GODLY] TREASURE OF GOD [THE TRUTH THAT IS ABOVE ALL THINGS IN 1ST ESDRAS 3:12; 4:35, 38, 41] IS VERY GREAT AND EXCEEDINGLY RICH AND WILL BRING EVERYONE WHO INHERITS IT TO LIFE.' WHEN SITAIOS SAW THAT MY MIND WAS NOT PERSUADED TO THE ACQUISITION OF THE TREASURES THAT HE SHOWED ME, HE WAS ALTOGETHER ASTONISHED AT ME." 
TIMOTHY: THE DROWNING OF SITA
"THEN AFTER A LITTLE WHILE I, MANI, DETERMINED THUS TO DECLARE TO SITA AND THOSE OF HIS COUNCIL WHAT MY MOST BLESSED FATHER HAD REVEALED TO ME, AND TO SHOW THEM THE PATH OF HOLINESS. BUT WHILE I WAS CONSIDERING THESE THINGS, THERE APPEARED TO ME THE ENTIRE WORLD, WHICH HAD BECOME LIKE A SEA FULL OF VERY DARK WATERS; AND I SAW THOUSANDS AND TENS OF THOUSANDS BROUGHT DOWN INTO IT, PLUNGED DOWN, BOBBING UP, AND SPINNING ABOUT THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE SEA. I SAW IN THE MIDST OF IT A FOUNDATION LAID AND OF VERY GREAT HEIGHT, AND OVER IT ALONE A LIGHT RISING, AND A ROAD LAID UPON IT, AND MYSELF WALKING ON THIS. WHEN I TURNED [A] ROUND, I BEHELD SITA, HOLDING ON TO SOME PERSON WHO WAS HELD BY SOMEONE ELSE, AND PERISHING IN THE MIDST OF THE SEA AND THE DARKNESS, AFTER HE HAD FALLEN AND GONE UNDER THE SURFACE. I COULD SEE ONLY A LITTLE BIT OF HIS HAIR, SO THAT I WAS DISTRESSED GREATLY ON ACCOUNT OF SITA. BUT THAT ONE WHO CAST HIM OUT SAID TO ME, 'WHY ARE YOU DISTRESSED ABOUT SITA? FOR HE IS NOT OF YOUR ELECT, NOR WILL HE WALK ON YOUR WAY.' THEN, WHEN I SAW THESE THINGS, I REVEALED NOTHING TO HIM, SITA. BUT LATER, WHEN I WAS PREACHING THE WORD OF TRUTH, I SAW HIM OPPOSING MY TEACHING." 
BARAIES THE TEACHER: MANI DEBATES THE ELKESAITES ABOUT OBSERVANCE
MY LORD MANI [JOHN 10:34-35] SAID, "I HAVE HAD ENOUGH DEBATING WITH EACH ONE IN THAT [SEXLESS] LAW, RISING UP AND QUESTIONING THEM CONCERNING THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF GOD, THE [HOLY] COMMANDMENTS OF THE SAVIOR, THE WASHING, THE VEGETABLES THEY WASH, AND THEIR EVERY ORDINANCE AND ORDER ACCORDING TO WHICH THEY WALK. "NOW, WHEN I DESTROYED AND PUT ASIDE THEIR WORDS AND THEIR MYSTERIES, DEMONSTRATING TO THEM THAT THEY HAD NOT RECEIVED THESE THINGS THAT THEY PURSUE FROM THE [HOLY] COMMANDMENTS OF THE SAVIOR, SOME OF THEM WERE AMAZED AT ME, BUT OTHERS GOT CROSS AND ANGRILY SAID, 'DOES HE NOT WANT TO GO TO THE GREEKS?' WHEN I SAW THEIR [SEXUAL] INTENT, I RESPONDED, GENTLY, 'THIS WASHING BY WHICH YOU WASH YOUR FOOD IS OF NO AVAIL. FOR THIS BODY [THAT IS THE OUTER SKIN---FLESH] IS [SEXUALLY] DEFILED AND MOLDED FROM A MOLD OF [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENT. YOU CAN SEE HOW, WHENEVER SOMEONE CLEANSES HIS FOOD AND PARTAKES OF THAT FOOD THAT HAS JUST BEEN WASHED, IT SEEMS TO US THAT FROM IT STILL COME BLOOD AND BILE [LIVER DIGESTIVE FLUID] AND FLATULENCE AND EXCREMENTS OF SHAME AND THE [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENT OF THE BODY. BUT IF SOMEONE WERE TO KEEP HIS MOUTH AWAY FROM THIS WASHED FOOD FOR A FEW DAYS, IMMEDIATELY ALL THESE OFFALS [INTERNAL ORGANS] OF SHAME AND LOATHSOMENESS WILL BE RECOGNIZED AS LACKING AND WANTING IN THE BODY. BUT IF THAT ONE, WERE TO EAT OF FOOD AGAIN, IN THE SAME WAY THE OFFALS WOULD AGAIN ABOUND IN THE BODY, SO THAT IT IS CLEAR THAT THEY SWELL FROM THE FOOD ITSELF. BUT IF SOMEONE ELSE, WERE FIRST TO PARTAKE OF FOOD THAT IS WASHED AND CLEANSED, AND THEN PARTAKE OF FOOD THAT IS UNWASHED, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE BEAUTY AND THE POWER OF THE BODY IS RECOGNIZED AS THE SAME IN EITHER CASE. LIKEWISE, THE LOATHSOMENESS AND DREGS OF BOTH TYPES OF FOOD ARE SEEN AS NOT DIFFERING FROM EACH OTHER, SO THAT WHAT HAS BEEN WASHED, WHICH THE BODY REJECTED AND SLOUGHED OFF, IS NOT AT ALL DISTINGUISHABLE FROM THAT OTHER, WHICH IS UNWASHED."
WHAT [SEXLESS] PURITY REALLY IS
'"NOW THE FACT THAT YOU WASH IN WATER EACH DAY IS OF NO AVAIL. FOR HAVING BEEN WASHED AND PURIFIED ONCE AND FOR ALL, WHY DO YOU WASH AGAIN EACH DAY? SO THAT ALSO, BY THIS IT IS MANIFEST THAT YOU ARE DISGUSTED WITH YOURSELVES EACH DAY AND THAT YOU MUST WASH YOURSELVES ON ACCOUNT OF LOATHSOMENESS BEFORE YOU CAN BECOME [SEXLESSLY] PURIFIED. AND BY THIS TOO IT IS CLEAR MOST EVIDENTLY THAT ALL THE [SEXUAL] FOULNESS IS FROM THE BODY [THAT IS THE OUTER SKIN---FLESH]. AND INDEED, YOU ALSO HAVE PUT THE BODY ON. "THEREFORE, MAKE AN INSPECTION OF YOURSELVES AS TO WHAT YOUR PURITY REALLY IS. FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PURIFY YOUR BODIES COMPLETELY, SINCE EACH DAY THE BODY IS DISTURBED AND COMES TO REST THROUGH THE EXCRETIONS OF FECES [SHITS] FROM IT, SO THAT THE ACTION COMES ABOUT WITHOUT A COMMANDMENT FROM THE SAVIOR. THE PURITY, THEN, WHICH WAS SPOKEN ABOUT, IS THAT WHICH COMES THROUGH KNOWLEDGE, A SEPARATION OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT FROM [SEXUAL] DARKNESS, OF [SEXUAL] DEATH FROM [SEXLESS] LIFE, OF [SEXLESS] LIVING WATERS FROM [SEXUALLY] TURBID, SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW THAT EACH IS DIFFERENT FROM THE OTHER AND YOU MAY KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE SAVIOR, SO THAT HE MIGHT REDEEM THE SOUL FROM ANNIHILATION AND DESTRUCTION. THIS IS IN TRUTH THE GENUINE PURITY, WHICH YOU WERE COMMANDED TO DO; BUT YOU DEPARTED FROM IT AND BEGAN TO BATHE, AND HAVE HELD ON TO THE PURIFICATION OF THE BODY, A THING MOST [SEXUALLY] DEFILED AND FASHIONED THROUGH [SEXUAL] FOULNESS; THROUGH [SEXUAL] FOULNESS THE BODY WAS COAGULATED [SOLIDIFIED OR CLOTTED] AND, HAVING BEEN BUILT UP, CAME INTO EXISTENCE." 
THE ELKESAITES DEBATE ABOUT MAN
I "WHEN I SAID THESE THINGS TO THEM, AND DESTROYED AND DEMOLISHED THAT VERY THING THEY WERE ZEALOUS FOR, SOME OF THEM, MARVELING AT ME, PRAISED ME AND REGARDED ME AS A LEADER AND TEACHER; BUT THERE AROSE MUCH [SEXUAL] SLANDER IN THAT SECT ON ACCOUNT OF ME. SOME OF THEM REGARDED ME AS A PROPHET [BY HIS ABODE WITH HIS TWIN, THE ANGEL OF THE LORD] AND TEACHER. SOME OF THEM WERE SAYING, 'A LIVING WORD IS UTTERED BY HIM; LET US MAKE HIM A TEACHER OF OUR DOCTRINE.' OTHERS WERE SAYING, 'HAS A VOICE REALLY SPOKEN TO HIM IN SECRET, AND DOES HE SAY THOSE THINGS THAT IT REVEALED TO HIM?' SOME WERE SAYING, 'DID SOMETHING APPEAR TO HIM IN A DREAM, AND DOES HE TELL OF WHAT HE SAW?' OTHERS WERE SAYING, 'IS THIS REALLY THE ONE ABOUT WHOM OUR TEACHERS PROPHESIED, SAYING, "A CERTAIN YOUNG MAN WILL RISE UP FROM OUR MIDST AND A NEW TEACHER WILL COME FORTH TO OVERTURN ALL OUR TEACHING IN THE WAY OUR FOREFATHERS SPOKE CONCERNING THE REST OF THE GARMENT"?' OTHERS WERE SAYING, 'SURELY, THEN, IS IT NOT [SEXUAL] ERROR THAT SPEAKS THROUGH HIM, AND DOES HE NOT WISH TO LEAD OUR PEOPLE ASTRAY AND DIVIDE OUR TEACHING?' OTHERS OF THEM WERE FILLED WITH JEALOUSY AND RAGE, SOME OF WHOM WERE VOTING FOR MY DEATH. "OTHERS WERE SAYING, 'HE IS THE ENEMY OF OUR [SEXLESS] LAW.' SOME WERE SAYING, 'HE WISHES TO GO TO THE GENTILES AND EAT GREEK BREAD, FOR WE HAVE HEARD HIM SAYING, "IT IS NECESSARY TO PARTAKE OF GREEK BREAD." LIKEWISE, HE SAYS IT FOLLOWS TO PARTAKE OF DRINK, BREAD, VEGETABLES, AND FRUIT, WHICH OUR FATHERS AND TEACHERS ENJOINED US NOT TO EAT. FURTHER, THE WASHING BY WHICH WE WASH OURSELVES HE DESTROYS AND DOES NOT WASH HIMSELF LIKE US, NOR DOES HE WASH HIS FOOD AS WE DO.' "SO, THEN, WHEN SITA AND HIS COMPANIONS SAW THAT I WOULD NOT GIVE IN TO THEIR TESTING, BUT THAT LITTLE BY LITTLE I WAS DESTROYING AND REJECTING THEIR OWN [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE FOOD THAT THEY REJECTED, AND THAT I WAS NOT PRACTICING THE WASHING AS THEY WERE; WHEN THEY SAW ME OPPOSING THEM IN ALL THESE THINGS, THEN SITA AND THE GROUP OF HIS FELLOW PRESBYTERS SET UP A SYNOD ON MY ACCOUNT. THEY ALSO SUMMONED THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE, PATTIKIOS, AND SAID TO HIM, 'YOUR SON HAS TURNED ASIDE FROM OUR [SEXLESS] LAW AND WISHES TO GO INTO THE WORLD. WHEAT BREAD AND FRUIT AND VEGETABLES, WHICH WE EXCLUDE AND DO NOT EAT, ALL THESE THINGS HE DOES NOT FOLLOW AND SAYS IT IS NECESSARY TO OVERTURN THESE THINGS. HE MAKES OF NO AVAIL THE WASHING IN THE WAY IT IS PRACTICED BY US. AND HE WISHES TO EAT GREEK BREAD.' NOW, PATTIKIOS, BECAUSE HE HAD SEEN THEIR VERY GREAT UPROAR, SAID TO THEM, 'SUMMON HIM YOURSELVES AND PERSUADE HIM.'" 
WHAT HAPPENED TO YOU, MANI?
"THEN, WHEN THEY SUMMONED ME TO THEM, THEY GATHERED AROUND AND SAID TO ME, 'FROM YOUTH YOU HAVE BEEN WITH US, DOING WELL IN THE ORDINANCES AND CUSTOMS OF OUR [SEXLESS] LAW. YOU HAVE BEEN LIKE A DEMURE YOUNG GIRL IN OUR MIDST. NOW WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO YOU, WHAT HAS APPEARED TO YOU? FOR YOU OPPOSE OUR [SEXLESS] LAW AND DESTROY AND REJECT OUR TEACHING. YOU HAVE ADOPTED A DIFFERENT WAY OF LIFE FROM OURS. WE HOLD YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] IN GREATEST ESTEEM. WHY, THEN, DO YOU NOW DESTROY THE WASHING OF OUR [SEXLESS] LAW AND THAT OF THE FATHERS, IN WHICH WE HAVE WALKED FROM OF OLD? YOU EVEN DESTROY [CHANGE] THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE SAVIOR; YOU EVEN WISH TO EAT WHEAT BREAD AND VEGETABLES, WHICH WE DO NOT EAT. WHY DO YOU LIVE SO, NOT SUBMITTING TO TILL THE EARTH LIKE US?'" 
MANI APPEALS TO THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS AND HIS STUDENTS
"THEN I SAID TO THEM, 'IN NO WAY WOULD I DESTROY [CHANGE] THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE SAVIOR. BUT IF YOU REPROACH ME ON ACCOUNT OF WHEAT BREAD, BECAUSE I HAVE SAID, "IT IS NECESSARY TO EAT OF IT," THIS THE SAVIOR HAS DONE; AS IT IS WRITTEN, THAT WHEN HE HAD BLESSED IT AND SHARED IT WITH HIS STUDENTS, "OVER BREAD HE SAID A BLESSING AND GAVE IT TO THEM." WAS NOT THAT BREAD FROM WHEAT? THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE POINTS OUT THAT HE RECLINED TO EAT WITH [SEXUAL] TAX COLLECTORS AND [SEXUAL] IDOLATERS. LIKEWISE, HE ALSO RECLINED TO EAT IN THE HOUSE OF MARTHA AND MARY ON THE OCCASION WHEN MARTHA SAID TO HIM, "LORD, DO YOU NOT CARE ENOUGH FOR ME SO AS TO TELL MY SISTER TO HELP ME?" AND THE SAVIOR SAID TO HER, "MARY HAS CHOSEN THE GOOD PORTION, AND IT WILL NOT BE TAKEN AWAY FROM HER." CONSIDER, MOREOVER, HOW EVEN THE STUDENTS OF THE SAVIOR ATE BREAD FROM WOMEN AND [SEXUAL] IDOLATERS AND DID NOT SEPARATE BREAD FROM BREAD, NOR VEGETABLE FROM VEGETABLE; NOR DID THEY EAT, WHILE LABORING IN THE TOIL AND TILLING OF THE LAND, AS YOU DO TODAY. LIKEWISE, WHEN THE SAVIOR SENT HIS STUDENTS OUT TO PREACH IN EACH PLACE, NEITHER MILL NOR OVEN DID THEY CARRY WITH THEM, BUT MADE HASTE, TAKING ONE GARMENT.'" 
ZACHIAS: MANI APPEALS TO THE TEACHINGS OF ELKESAI
"IF, THEN, YOU ACCUSE ME, MANI, ABOUT THE WASHING, LOOK, AGAIN I PROVE TO YOU FROM YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW AND FROM THOSE THINGS REVEALED TO YOUR LEADERS THAT IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO WASH. FOR ELKESAI, THE FOUNDER OF YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW, POINTS THIS OUT. WHEN HE WAS GOING TO BATHE IN THE WATERS, AN IMAGE OF A MAN APPEARED TO HIM FROM THE SOURCE OF THE WATERS, SAYING TO HIM, 'IS IT NOT ENOUGH THAT YOUR ANIMALS INJURE ME, BUT DO YOU YOURSELF ALSO MISTREAT ME WITHOUT REASON AND PROFANE MY WATERS?' SO ELKESAI MARVELED AND SAID TO IT, ' [SEXUAL] FORNICATION, [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENT, AND [SEXUAL] IMPURITY OF THE WORLD, ARE THROWN INTO YOU AND YOU DO NOT REFUSE THEM, BUT ARE YOU GRIEVED WITH ME?' THE WATER SAID TO HIM, 'GRANTING THAT ALL THESE HAVE NOT RECOGNIZED ME AS TO WHO I AM, YOU, WHO SAY THAT YOU ARE A SERVANT AND RIGHTEOUS, WHY HAVE YOU NOT GUARDED MY HONOR?' "AND THEN ELKESAI WAS UPSET AND DID NOT BATHE IN THE WATERS. "AGAIN, A LONG TIME AFTER, HE WISHED TO BATHE IN THE WATERS. HE COMMANDED HIS STUDENTS TO LOOK OUT FOR A PLACE NOT HAVING MUCH WATER, SO THAT HE MIGHT BATHE. HIS STUDENTS FOUND SUCH A PLACE FOR HIM. AS HE WAS ABOUT TO BATHE, THE IMAGE OF A MAN APPEARED TO HIM AGAIN, A SECOND TIME, FROM THAT SOURCE, SAYING TO HIM, "WE AND THOSE WATERS IN THE LAKE ARE ONE. YOU HAVE COME, THEREFORE, EVEN HERE TO WRONG AND INJURE US." TREMBLING GREATLY AND UPSET, ELKESAI ALLOWED THE MUD UPON HIS HEAD TO DRY, AND THUS HE POINTED IT OUT." AGAIN HE, MANI, DEMONSTRATES THAT ELKESAI HAD PLOWS IN STORAGE AND WENT TO THEM. THE EARTH SPOKE TO HIM, SAYING, "WHY DO YOU MAKE YOUR LIVING FROM ME?" ELKESAI, HAVING TAKEN SOIL FROM THE EARTH THAT SPOKE TO HIM, WEPT, KISSED IT, AND PLACED IT UPON HIS BREAST AND BEGAN TO SAY, "THIS IS THE FLESH AND BLOOD OF MY LORD." MANI SAID AGAIN THAT ELKESAI FOUND HIS STUDENTS BAKING BREAD. THE BREAD SPOKE WITH ELKESAI, AND HE COMMANDED THEM TO BAKE NO LONGER.
MANI APPEALS TO THE EXAMPLES OF THE VEGETABLES AND DATE PALM TREE
AGAIN, MANI POINTS OUT THAT SABBAIOS, THE BAPTIST, WAS CARRYING VEGETABLES TO THE ELDER OF THE CITY. AND IMMEDIATELY THAT PRODUCE SAID TO HIM, "ARE YOU NOT RIGHTEOUS? ARE YOU NOT PURE? WHY DO YOU CARRY US AWAY TO THE [SEXUAL] FORNICATORS?" THUS, SABBAIOS WAS UPSET ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT HE HEARD AND RETURNED THE VEGETABLES. AGAIN, MANI POINTS OUT THAT A DATE PALM TREE SPOKE WITH AIANOS, THE BAPTIST FROM KOCHE, AND COMMANDED HIM TO SAY TO THE DATE PALM'S OWNER, "DON'T CUT ME DOWN BECAUSE MY FRUIT IS STOLEN, BUT GRANT ME THIS YEAR. AND IN THE COURSE OF THIS YEAR I SHALL GIVE YOU FRUIT PROPORTIONATE TO WHAT HAS BEEN STOLEN, AND IN ALL THE OTHER YEARS HEREAFTER." BUT IT ALSO COMMANDED HIM TO SAY TO THAT MAN WHO WAS STEALING ITS FRUIT, "DO NOT COME AT THIS SEASON TO STEAL MY FRUIT AWAY. IF YOU COME, I SHALL HURL YOU DOWN FROM MY HEIGHT AND YOU WILL DIE." 
TIMOTHY: MANI IS CONFRONTED AND BEATEN BY THE BAPTISTS
THEN MANI SAID TO THEM, "CONSIDER THESE FAMOUS MEN OF YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW, THOSE WHO SAW THESE VISIONS, WHO WERE MOVED BY THEM AND PROCLAIMED THEM AS GOOD NEWS TO OTHERS. LIKEWISE, I TOO PRACTICE EVERYTHING I WAS TAUGHT BY THEM." "WHILE I WAS SPEAKING TO THEM, REDUCING THEIR WORDS TO NOTHING, SUDDENLY THEY BECAME ANGRY AND VIOLENT, AND ONE OF THEM EVEN GOT UP AND HIT ME. THEY HUDDLED AROUND ME AND BEAT ME. THEY GRABBED MY HAIR AS THOUGH I WERE AN ENEMY. THEY SHOUTED AT ME IN A LOUD VOICE THAT GREW BITTER AND ANGRY AS AT SOMEONE WHO WAS SUPERSTITIOUS. OUT OF MALICE, THEY WANTED TO STRANGLE ME. BECAUSE PATTIKIOS, THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE, BEGGED THEM NOT TO BE IMPIOUS TOWARD PEOPLE AMONG THEM, THEY WERE ASHAMED AND RELEASED ME. AFTER I WENT THROUGH THIS TRIAL, I WITHDREW TO ONE SIDE AND STOOD PRAYING. I PRAYED FOR OUR LORD TO COME TO MY AID." 
THE TWIN [ANGEL OF THE LORD] APPEARS AND COMMISSIONS MANI
"WHEN I FINISHED PRAYING AND WAS FILLED WITH GRIEF, MY MOST BLESSED TWIN, WHO IS MY MASTER AND SUPPORTER, APPEARED BEFORE ME. HE SAID TO ME, 'DON'T BE UPSET AND DON'T CRY.' "I TOLD HIM, "WHY SHOULDN'T I BE UPSET? THE PEOPLE OF THIS SECT, WITH WHOM I LIVED SINCE MY YOUTH, HAVE CHANGED AND BECOME ENEMIES TO ME BECAUSE I STOOD APART FROM THEIR [SEXLESS] LAW. WHERE SHALL I GO? ALL THE SECTS AND PARTIES ARE [SEXUALLY] HOSTILE TO THE GOOD, AND I MYSELF AM A STRANGER AND SOLITARY IN THE WORLD. WHEN I WAS IN THE SECT OF THOSE WHO STUDY CHASTITY, FLAGELLATION OF THE FLESH, AND SELF-CONTROL, AND WHO ALL STILL KNOW ME BY NAME, I ALSO HAD A CERTAIN CONNECTION WITH ITS LEADERS AND ELDERS DURING THE TRAINING OF MY BODY. IF THESE MEN HAVE NOT GIVEN ROOM TO RECEIVE THE TRUTH, HOW WILL THE WORLD, ITS LEADERS, OR ITS TEACHINGS RECEIVE ME AND HEAR THESE INEFFABLE MATTERS AND ACCEPT THESE WEIGHTY COMMANDMENTS? AND HOW SHALL I ACT BEFORE THE RULERS OF THE WORLD AND THE LEADERS OF THE SECTS? LOOK, THEY ARE HIGH AND MIGHTY IN WEALTH, CONFIDENCE, AND POSSESSIONS, AND I AM ALONE AND POOR.' "THE MOST HONORED ONE SAID TO ME, 'YOU HAVE NOT BEEN SENT TO THIS SECT ALONE, BUT TO EVERY NATION AND TEACHING AND CITY AND PLACE. THROUGH YOU WILL HOPE BE CLEAR AND PREACHED IN ALL REGIONS OF THE WORLD. MANY WILL ACCEPT YOUR WORD. SO, TRAVEL ABOUT, FOR I MYSELF AM WITH YOU AS AN ALLY AND PROTECTOR WHEREVER YOU SPEAK WHAT I HAVE REVEALED. AND DO NOT BE DISTRESSED OR GRIEVED.' "
THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON THE STORY OF THE DEATH OF MANI
BAHRAM I AND MANI
MANI CAME TO THE AUDIENCE OF BAHRAM I, AFTER THE KING HAD SUMMONED ME—NUHZADAG THE INTERPRETER—AND KUSHTAI THE SCRIBE, AND ABZAKHYA THE PERSIAN. THE KING WAS AT THE DINNER TABLE AND HAD NOT YET WASHED HIS HANDS NOR FINISHED HIS MEAL. THE COURTIERS ENTERED AND SAID, "MANI HAS COME AND IS STANDING AT THE DOOR." THE KING SENT THE LORD THE MESSAGE, "WAIT AWHILE UNTIL I CAN COME TO YOU MYSELF." THEN THE LORD AGAIN SAT DOWN TO ONE SIDE OF THE GUARD AND WAITED THERE UNTIL THE KING HAD FINISHED HIS MEAL, WHEN HE WAS TO HAVE GONE HUNTING. THE KING STOOD UP AFTER HIS MEAL. AFTER PUTTING ONE ARM AROUND THE QUEEN OF THE SAKAS AND THE OTHER AROUND KARDER, SON OF ARDAVAN, HE CAME TO THE LORD. HIS FIRST WORDS TO THE LORD WERE, "YOU ARE NOT WELCOME HERE." "WHY? WHAT WRONG HAVE I DONE?" REPLIED THE LORD. "I HAVE SWORN AN OATH NOT TO LET YOU COME TO THIS LAND!" AND THEN HE ANGRILY TOLD THE LORD, "WHAT GOOD ARE YOU? YOU DON'T FIGHT OR GO HUNTING. PERHAPS YOU ARE NEEDED FOR DOCTORING AND HEALING, BUT YOU DON'T EVEN DO THAT!" THEN THE LORD TOLD HIM, "I HAVE DONE YOU NO [SEXUAL] EVIL. I HAVE ALWAYS DONE GOOD IN TENDING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY. AND I HAVE FREED A MULTITUDE OF YOUR SERVANTS FROM DEMONS AND WITCHES. AND I CAUSED MANY TO RISE FROM THEIR SICKNESSES. I HAVE HELD DOWN THE FEVER OF MANY. AND MANY WHO DIED I BROUGHT BACK TO LIFE." 
MANI'S SPIRITUAL VOYAGE TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE SKY
LIKE A SOVEREIGN WHO REMOVES AND LAYS HIS WEAPONS ASIDE AND ALSO, HIS CLOTHES AND PUTS ON ANOTHER ROYAL GARMENT, SO, THE MESSENGER OF LIGHT LAID ASIDE THE WARLIKE DRESS OF THE BODY AND TOOK HIS SEAT IN A SHIP OF LIGHT, WHERE HE RECEIVED THE DIVINE GARMENT, THE DIADEM OF LIGHT, AND THE BEAUTIFUL GARLAND. THEN IN GREAT JOY HE FLEW WITH THE LIGHT GODS WHO WERE ON HIS RIGHT AND ON HIS LEFT, WITH THE MUSIC OF THE HARP AND SONGS OF HAPPINESS. HE FLEW BECAUSE OF HOLY MIRACULOUS POWER LIKE SWIFT LIGHTNING AND A STAR DARTING TO THE COLUMN OF GLORY, THE PATH OF THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT, AND THE MOON CHARIOT WHERE THE GODS MEET. AND THERE HE REMAINED WITH GOD, OHRMIZD THE FATHER [JOHN 10:34-35]. YET BELOW HIM, MANI HAD LEFT THE WHOLE FLOCK OF THE JUST-ORPHANED AND SAD. 
PRAYER TO OHRMIZD
THE EVER POWERFUL ONE STOOD IN PRAYER, IMPLORING THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WITH PRAISE: I HAVE CLEANED THE EARTH AND SPREAD THE SEED AND THE FRUIT FULL OF LIFE I HAVE BROUGHT YOU. I HAVE BUILT A PALACE AND A QUIET MONASTERY FOR YOUR SPIRIT. AND THE HOLY SPIRIT I SOWED IN A GREEN FLOWER GARDEN AND BROUGHT YOU A DELIGHTFUL GARLAND. BRILLIANT TREES I MADE FRUITFUL AND SHOWED THE ROAD LEADING TO THE SONS HIGH IN THE AIR. I ENTIRELY FULFILLED YOUR HOLY COMMANDS AND FOR THEM I WAS SENT INTO THE WORLD. TAKE ME NOW INTO THE PEACE OF SALVATION WHERE I WILL NO LONGER GLANCE AT THE [SEXUAL] FIGURES OF ENEMIES, NOR HEAR THE [SEXUAL] VOICE OF TYRANTS. FOR THE TIME OF THIS BIRTH, UNLIKE MY EARLIER ONES, AFFORDS ME THE GARLAND OF VICTORY. 
THE EARTH TREMBLES AS HE ENTERS NIRVANA
ON THE FOURTH OF THE MONTH OF SHAHREVAR, ON MONDAY AT THE ELEVENTH HOUR, WHEN HE HAD PRAYED, MANI SHED THE WONTED GARMENT OF THE BODY. LIKE THE SWIFT LIGHTNING HE GLEAMED BRIGHTER THAN THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, THE CHARIOT GLITTERED, AND THE MESSENGERS SPOKE AND GREETED THE JUST GOD. THE SIDES OF THE HOUSE OF THE SKY BROKE. THE EARTH TREMBLED. A MIGHTY VOICE WAS HEARD, AND PEOPLE WHO SAW THIS SIGN WERE [SEXUALLY] CONFUSED AND FELL ON THEIR FACES. IT WAS A DAY OF PAIN AND A TIME OF SORROW WHEN THE MESSENGER OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT ENTERED DEATH, WHEN HE ENTERED THE COMPLETE NIRVANA [PARADISE IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:1-6].
COMMANDS FROM THE CHARIOT OF WATER
HE LEFT BEHIND THE LEADERS GUARDING THE CHURCH. MANI THE NOBLE PRINCE HAS FULFILLED HIS PROMISE, TELLING US, FOR YOU I SHALL WAIT ABOVE IN THE CHARIOT OF WATER, ON THE MOON, MY RESTING PLACE UNTIL THE WORLD IS SAVED, AND ALWAYS SEND DOWN HELP TO YOU. WHOEVER STRIKES YOU, DO NOT STRIKE BACK. WHOEVER HATES YOU, DO NOT HATE BACK. WHOEVER ENVIES YOU, DO NOT ENVY AGAIN. WHOEVER STRIKES YOU WITH ANGER, ALWAYS RETURN HIM KINDNESS, AND WHAT YOU DEPLORE IN OTHERS DO NOT YOURSELF DO. NO, YOU MUST ENDURE [SEXUAL] INSULTS AND [SEXUAL] ABUSES FROM THOSE OF HIGHER STATION, FROM EQUALS AND THOSE BELOW, BECAUSE YOU WHO ARE DEVOUT AND ENDURE WILL NOT WAVER. IF SOMEONE THROWS FLOWERS AGAINST AN ELEPHANT, THESE FLOWERS CANNOT SMASH AN ELEPHANT. IF RAINDROPS FALL ON A STONE, THESE RAINDROPS CANNOT MELT THE STONE. SO, [SEXUAL] INSULTS AND [SEXUAL] ABUSES CAN IN NO WAY MAKE THE DEVOUT AND OF GOOD ENDURANCE WAVER. 
THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON THE KEPHALAIA
KEPHALAION [GREEK PHILOSOPHY] 26
MANI SPEAKS: THE PRIMAL MAN IS A GREAT DISTINGUISHED FIGURE WHOSE TREASURE HAS BEEN STOLEN AND WHO TRIES TO RECOVER IT. SO, HE DESCENDS FROM THE SKIES TO FIND HIS SONS, TO LIBERATE THEM AND REGAIN HIS TREASURE WHICH IS SCATTERED AMONG HIS ENEMIES. AGAIN, HE IS SOMEONE WHOSE TWO SONS ARE KIDNAPPED. HE COMES TO LIBERATE THEM. SO, THE PRIMAL MAN GLOWS IN THE SKIES FOR HIS SONS WHO ARE LOST TO HIM. THEY ARE HIS SOUL OF LIFE, EACH ONE IN TWO POWERS, MAKING FOUR OF THEM. AGAIN, THE SHIP OF THE DAY IS A POWERFUL SPEAR. INSIDE THE SHIP THE GREAT SPIRIT IS A WISE ARTISAN WHO ADORNS AND LINES UP ALL THE WEAPONS FOR COMBAT. AGAIN, THE LIVING SPIRIT IS A WARRIOR WHO COMES TO A PRINCE MADE PRISONER OF WAR AND LIBERATES HIM FROM THE HANDS OF HIS ENEMIES. THE MESSENGER TOO IS SOMEONE RARE BECAUSE OF THE TREASURE...HAND OF HIS PRISONERS...THESE LIGHT POWERS, THE SONS AND THEIR SOUL, AND THE SOUL MAY BE SHOWN IN THE LAND WHERE IT IS IMPRISONED. AGAIN, MANI TURNS AND SPEAKS TO HIS STUDENTS: YOU MUST BECOME PURIFIERS AND LIBERATORS OF YOUR SOUL THAT LIVES EVERYWHERE SO, YOU MAY BE COURTED IN THE COMPANY OF THE FATHERS OF LIGHT, OF THE KINGDOM IN THE NEW ETERNITY AND IN THE PLACE OF JOY.
KEPHALAION [GREEK PHILOSOPHY] 38
THE LIGHT MIND AND THE SOLITARY MAN
A STUDENT ASKS THE MESSENGER MANI ABOUT THE LIGHT MIND: YOU SAID THE LIGHT MIND WILL COME AND BE A SAINT AND HE TOO IS A GOD AND MANY GODS [JOHN 10:34-35] ARE WITH HIM, AND WHEN HE ENTERS THE BODY OF THE FLESH, HE BINDS THE OLD MAN WITH HIS FIVE COUNSELS (THE FIVE SLEEPLESS GUARDIAN SONS OF LIVING SPIRIT IN WHOSE HUMAN FORM THE COSMOS IS MADE) AND HE INSERTS THOSE FIVE INTELLECTUAL QUALITIES INTO THE FIVE LIMBS OF HIS BODY. WHERE IS HE NOW? THE OLD MAN STANDS CHAINED IN THE BODY! AND THOUGH HE IS IN [SEXUAL] BONDAGE, I SEE HOW DEMONIC [SEXUAL] REBELLIONS SURGE IN HIM. SECOND, I ASK, IF HE IS A GREAT GOD, UNCHANGING AND IMMEASURABLE, HOW COULD HE COME AND BE FOUND IN THE PETTINESS [SPITEFUL NATURE] OF THE BODY? THIRD, TELL ME, HOW IS A HOLY ONE THE MIND, AND HOW IS HE PURE DESPITE THE [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENT OF THE BODY? FOURTH, IF THE LIGHT MIND EXISTS IN SAINTS, WHY CAN'T WE SEE HIS LIKENESS AS HE IS? I BEG YOU, CAN YOU BE PERSUASIVE AND TELL ME WHAT I ASK YOU? FIFTH, TELL ME ABOUT YOUR MISSION. LOOK, IT ISN'T CLEAR TO ME. IN THIS WORLD THEY [SEXUALLY] OPPRESS AND PERSECUTE YOU. MANI OFFERS HIS STUDENT A VISION: THE WHOLE REVELATION I HAVE UNVEILED AND DECLARED TO THE CHURCH. IN YOUR [SEXLESS] PRESENCE I DECLARE THIS REVELATION ALONE. THE STUDENT ASKS: EVERYTHING YOU UNVEILED, YOU DID SO IN OUR [SEXLESS] PRESENCE YET I WANT TO KNOW ABOUT THE LIGHT MIND. WHAT IS THE LIGHT MIND? 
ABOUT THE LIGHT MIND
THE MESSENGER RESPONDS: IF I TELL YOU THESE THINGS YOU CARE ABOUT AND THEY BECOME TRUE AFTER YOUR CONCERN, WILL YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU MUST DO? I WILL GIVE VISION TO THOSE WHO SEE! I WILL MAKE THE LIVING FOUNTAIN OVERFLOW SO, THE THIRSTY MAY DRINK AND LIVE. 
BODY OF THE LIGHT MIND IN HUMANS
THE MESSENGER SPEAKS TO THE STUDENT: ALL THAT [SEXUAL] ERROR COMES FROM THE ENEMY OF THE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS, WHO CONSTRUED [INTERPRETED] IT AND MADE IT LOOK LIKE A MAN. THE HEAD OF THE COSMOS HAS THE FIRST GARMENTS. HIS NECK IS THE NAPE OF THE GARMENTS. HIS STOMACH IS THE FIVE UNFOLDED ONES, WHICH ARE OF THE SAME GARMENTS. HIS RIBS ARE THE FIRMAMENTS. HIS NAVEL IS THE SPHERE OF THE STARS AND THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. AND ALSO, THE PARTS COMING FROM THE NAVEL TO HIS HIPS ARE THE SAME THAT COME FROM THE SPHERE TO THE CORNERS OF THE FOUR WORLDS. HIS LOINS ARE THE THREE EARTHS ON ATLAS'S HEAD. HIS...TO THE EARTH ON WHICH ATLAS STOOD FIRM. HIS SHINS AND HIS FEET ARE...AND THE WHOLE ZONE BELONGS TO HIS HEART IS HUMAN. HIS LIVER IS QUADRUPED ANIMALS. HIS LUNGS ARE THE RACE OF BIRDS FLOATING IN THE AIR. HIS KIDNEYS ARE THE WORLD OF REPTILES CREEPING ON THE EARTH. HIS OUTER SKIN IS THE WALL SURROUNDING THE PIERCING AND GREAT FIRE. HIS...ARE THE VESSELS OF THE GREAT FIRE. HIS...DARKNESS. HIS GALL IS...GREAT INTESTINE AND THE BREATH OF THE GREAT...OF THE WORLDS. HIS VEINS...ALL THE SPRINGS AND WELLS. HIS EYES…HIS FEET ARE HIS…THIS IS HOW EACH OF THE WORLDS STANDS IN HARMONY. FIVE GODS ARE FASTENED IN HIM: THEY ARE HIS SOUL AND HIS LIFE. THE LIVING SPIRIT AND THE ENVOY AND THE FIVE SLEEPLESS GUARDIANS. 
CUSTODIAN [FIDUCIARY] OF SPLENDOR
THE CUSTODIAN [FIDUCIARY] OF SPLENDOR KNOWS THE MIND IN THE WORLD OF THE MIND THAT IS ABOVE. HE HAS THE WHOLE OF THE POWERS OF HEAVEN THAT ARE IN THE GREAT KING OF HONOR, WHO IS THE THOUGHT THAT IS IN THE SEVENTH FIRMAMENT. HE HAS ALSO HUMBLED...ADAMAS OF LIGHT WHO IS THE INSIGHT...BECAUSE OF [SEXUAL] LUST. THE KING OF GLORY, WHO IS THE COUNSEL, HAS PATIENCE OVER THE THREE [SEXLESS] IMAGES OF WIND, OF FIRE, AND OF WATER. HE HAS HIM...AND OVER THOSE WHO DO [SEXUAL] EVIL. ATLAS, WHO IS THE CONSIDERATION OF WISDOM IN THE WORLD BELOW. HE MADE HIM AND THE FOUNDATION BELOW. AND THE ENVOY REFINED FROM THE FIVE INTELLECTUALS OF LIFE. THE SUMMONS AND THE OBEDIENCE WERE THERE. NOW THEY MADE SIX SONS OF THE LIVING SPIRIT WHO WERE TOGETHER WITH SIX SONS OF THE FIRST MAN. AND THE ENVOY PLACED IN THEM THE GREAT MIND WHO IS THE COLUMN OF GLORY, THE PERFECT MAN. 
THE YOUNG JESUS IS SENT DOWN
AND THE YOUNG JESUS WAS SET THERE. HE IS THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE LIVING WORD, OF THE UTTERANCE AND OBEDIENCE. HE HAS MADE THESE CAMPS STRONG, THOSE ABOVE AND BELOW. EACH OF THEM WILL BE SAFE IN THE CIRCLE OF HIS VIGIL, AND THERE WILL BE NO [SEXUAL] UPRISING OR [SEXUAL] BETRAYAL. AND LOOK, LOOK! THE CUSTODIAN [FIDUCIARY] OF SPLENDOR IS FIRMLY SET IN THE GREAT MIND, IN THE CAMP ABOVE THE PRISON OF THE BOUND ONES. HE TURNS THE GLOOM OF DEATH INTO NOTHING! YET THERE WAS A [SEXUAL] BETRAYAL AND AN [SEXUAL] UPRISING! [SEXUAL] SIN ABORTED, IT TANGLED IN THE SOUL. IT MIXED WITH [SEXLESS] LIGHT THAT IT EXPELLED TOWARD THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE ENVOY. IT ENTERED THE THIRD FIRMAMENT ABOVE THE WATCHTOWER OF THE CUSTODIAN [FIDUCIARY] OF SPLENDOR. FROM THERE IT TANGLED WITH THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT. IT CAME LOOSE AND FELL DOWN TO WHAT IS DRY AND MOIST. IT, FASHIONED TREES ON DRY LAND, BUT IN THE SEA, IT GATHERED FORM AND CAUSED A GREAT UPRISING IN THE SEA. 
THOUGHT, THE GREAT KING OF HONOR
LOOK, LOOK, AGAIN. THE GREAT KING OF HONOR, WHO IS THOUGHT, IS IN THE THIRD FIRMAMENT. HE IS MADE...WITH ANGER. AND THERE WAS AN [SEXUAL] UPRISING! A [SEXUAL] BETRAYAL AND [SEXUAL] ANGER HAPPENED IN HIS CAMP. THE WATCHERS OF HEAVEN, WHO DESCENDED TO EARTH [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] IN HIS CIRCLE OF VIGIL, PERFORMED ALL THE [SEXUAL] ACTS OF TREACHERY. TO THE PEOPLE THEY REVEALED IN THE WORLD, CRAFTS [SKILL-TRADES] AND HEAVENLY MYSTERIES. AN [SEXUAL] UPRISING HAPPENED, AND ON THE EARTH CAME DESTRUCTION. 
THE ABORTIONS PLUNGE DOWN TO EARTH
ADAMAS OF LIGHT, THE FULFILLMENT. HE IS SET FIRMLY ON THE EARTH, AND A BETRAYAL CAME ABOUT IN HIS CAMP. IT HAPPENED WHEN THE ABORTIONS PLUNGED DOWN TO EARTH. THEY FORMED ADAM AND EVE. THEY CONCEIVED THEM TO RULE THROUGH THEM IN THE WORLD. THEY [WATCHERS] FASHIONED EVERY OBJECT OF [SEXUAL] LUST ON THE EARTH. THE ENTIRE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] WAS FILLED WITH THEIR [SEXUAL] LUST. THEY PERSECUTE CHURCHES. THEY KILL THE MESSENGERS AND JUST ADAMAS OF LIGHT'S CIRCLE OF VIGIL, AGAIN, AND AGAIN, AND FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION. 
IN THE VIGIL OF THE KING OF GLORY
AGAIN, IN THE VIGIL OF THE GREAT KING OF GLORY, WHO IS THE GRAND COUNSEL REIGNING OVER THE THREE WHEELS, A DISTURBANCE OCCURRED, AND AN AFFLICTION. THEY WERE [SEXUALLY] OPPRESSED AND PAINED IN THE THREE EARTHS. AFTER THE ENVOY DISPLACED HIS [SEXLESS] IMAGE, THE PATHS WERE CLOSED AND THEIR ASCENT WAS BLOCKED BY THEM [TO THE NEW UNIVERSE]. THE WIND, WATER, AND FIRE ASCEND TO THEM. AGAIN, IN THE VIGIL OF ATLAS, WHO HUMILIATES THE UPRISING OF THE ABYSSES DOWN BELOW. HE BENT LOW AND THE FASTENINGS UNDERNEATH WERE LOOSENED IN THE FOUNDATION BELOW. BECAUSE OF THE EARTHQUAKE THAT HAPPENED DURING THE VIGIL OF THE CUSTODIAN [FIDUCIARY] OF SPLENDOR, THE COLUMN OF GLORY CAME OUT AS THE HELPER OF THE CUSTODIAN [FIDUCIARY] OF SPLENDOR. AND HE SURVIVED UNDER ALL [SEXLESS] BURDENS. 
[SEXUAL] BETRAYAL AND [SEXUAL] UPRISING ON THE [SEXLESS] KING'S WATCH
CONVERSELY, SINCE THE [SEXUAL] BETRAYAL AND THE [SEXUAL] UPRISING THAT OCCURRED IN THE WATCH OF THE [SEXLESS] GREAT KING OF HONOR, THESE WATCHERS CAME DOWN TO EARTH FROM THE SKIES [FROM THE NEW UNIVERSE TO THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE]. FOUR ANGELS WERE CALLED TO CONTEND WITH THEM. THEY BOUND THE WATCHERS WITH AN ETERNAL CHAIN AND THRUST THEM IN A PRISON OF THE DARKENED ONES, AND THEY OBLITERATED [ANNIHILATED] THEIR CHILDREN [NEPHILIM] FROM THE EARTH. AGAIN, THE ABORTIONS DESCENDED IN THE WATCH OF ADAMAS, AND THEY CONCEIVED ADAM AND EVE. BECAUSE OF THAT GREAT [SEXUAL] BETRAYAL AND THE MYSTERY OF [SEXUAL] EVIL, JESUS WAS SENT, [TO] THE PRAYER OF THE FIVE SONS. HE SEIZED THEM, THOSE ABORTIONS, AND HE FASTENED THEM UNDER THE MIND OF ADAM. BECAUSE OF THE EARTHQUAKE IN THE THREE EARTHS, AND BECAUSE THE PATHS WERE BLOCKED, AND SPRINGS OF WIND AND WATER AND FIRE WERE STOPPED, JESUS CAME DOWN TO THE WORLD. HE SEIZED EVE, AND HE STRAIGHTENED THE TRACKS OF THE WIND, THE WATER, AND THE FIRE. HE OPENED THE SPRINGS FOR THEM AND ESTABLISHED THE WAY OF THEIR ASCENT. AGAIN, SINCE THE EARTH BELOW, ATLAS WAS LOOSENED FROM THE FASTENINGS, BECAUSE OF THIS TOO, JESUS WENT DOWN, SEIZING EVE UNTIL HE REACHED THAT PLACE. THEN HE CAME TO HIS REST. 
THE LIGHT MIND HUMBLES THE BODY
LOOK AT ALL THESE VIGILS OF THE ZONES WHERE GREAT GODS [JOHN 10:34-35] ARE MASTERS WATCHING OVER THEM. UPRISINGS HAVE HAPPENED AND TREACHERY. FROM TIME TO TIME THERE IS A GREAT HUMILIATION UNTIL THEY HUMBLE THE POWERS OF ENMITY. SO ALSO, IS THIS BODY. THOUGH SMALL, HERE A GREAT, POWER LIVES. THE OLD MAN ALSO INHABITS IT. HE IS CRUEL AND MOVES WITH GREAT CUNNING UNTIL THE LIGHT MIND FINDS HOW TO HUMBLE AND CONTROL THIS BODY AS IT SEES PROPER. SO, THEY ARE THE MASTERS IN THE WATCHED DISTRICTS OF HIS OUTER BROTHERS. THERE, IN THE GREAT BODY, THE EARTHQUAKES AND [SEXUAL] BETRAYAL HAPPENED AGAIN AND AGAIN. THERE IS THE MIND'S WATCHED DISTRICT, WHICH IS THE BODY OF THE FLESH. BUT [SEXUAL] SIN LOOMS INCESSANTLY, AGITATING IN THE BODY. 
POWERS OF LIGHT ARE GOOD
NOW YOU UNDERSTAND THAT THE POWERS OF LIGHT ARE GOOD AND THE BEGINNING AND THE END ARE UNVEILED TO THEM. WHATEVER THEY DO IS WITH GOOD JUDGMENT. FOR THIS REASON, THEY ALLOW THE ENMITY OF INITIAL [SEXUAL] ERROR AND FOLLOW ITS [SEXUAL] PLEASURE FOR A MOMENT [1ST JOHN 2:15-17]. THEN THEY SEIZE. THEY HAVE ACTED FIRST WITH A WELL-TEMPERED JUDGMENT.
HOW MAY THE LIGHT MIND COME?
AS FOR THE OTHER QUESTION YOU ASK ME, HOW MAY THE LIGHT MIND COME, THIS GREAT AND HONORED HOLY ONE, AND ASSUME THIS LITTLE BODY OF FLESH? AGAIN, LOOK, LOOK. THESE GODS ARE GREAT AND MIGHTY. EACH IS ENCLOSED AND HARD PRESSED IN THE PLACE WHERE HE IS SET LIKE TREES HOLDING TO THEIR TAPROOT [THE MAIN ROOT THAT CAUSES MANY OTHER LITTLE ROOTS THE SPROUT]. SO, THIS IS ALSO HOW EACH ONE HOLDS HIS TAPROOT. SO, THIS IS HOW EACH ONE HAS HELD ON TO HIS TAPROOT IN THE WORLD AND WHERE HE IS SET. NOW, AS YOU ALREADY KNOW, THE WORLD IS SET FIRM, ORDERED BY THE FIVE SONS OF THE LIVING SPIRIT IN ALL ITS MEMBERS. [SEXUAL] SIN TOOK THIS BODY FROM THE LAND, CONSTRUCTED IT IN ITS MEMBERS. IT TOOK ITS BODY FROM THE FIVE BODIES OF DARKNESS. [SEXUAL] SIN CONSTRUCTED THE BODY. YET ITS SOUL IT TOOK FROM THE FIVE SHINING GODS. [SEXUAL] SIN BOUND THE SOUL IN THE FIVE MEMBERS OF THE BODY. IT BOUND MIND IN BONE, THOUGHT IN SINEW, INSIGHT IN VEIN, THE COUNSEL IN FLESH, AND CONSIDERATION IN SKIN.
[SEXUAL] SIN FINDS THE SOUL
SIN SET ITS FIVE POWERS, ITS MIND ON THE MIND OF THE SOUL, ITS INSIGHT ON INSIGHT OF THE SOUL, ITS COUNSEL ON COUNSEL OF THE SOUL, ITS CONSIDERATION ON CONSIDERATION OF THE SOUL. IT PLACED ITS FIVE ANGELS AND AUTHORITIES ON THE FIVE MEMBERS OF THE SOUL, WHICH IT BROUGHT IN AND BOUND IN FLESH. OTHERS SPOKE TO THE SOUL AND LED IT ON TO ALL THAT IS [SEXUAL] EVIL, TO ALL THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF [SEXUAL] LUST, TO THE [SEXUAL] WORSHIP OF IDOLS, TO [ALWAYS] WRONG [SEXUAL] OPINIONS, TO HUMILIATION IN THE HUMILIATION OF SLAVERY! AS IT IS SET FAST, [SEXUALLY] WORSHIPING THINGS IMPERMANENT, BOWING BEFORE [SEXUALLY] IDOLS OF WOOD AND GOLD AND SILVER, [SEXUALLY] WORSHIPING BEASTS UNCLEAN AND [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED! THINK OF THEM. HOW UGLY IN FORM AND APPEARANCE! THE SOUL ASSUMED [SEXUAL] ERROR AND FORGETTING [IGNORANCE IS DAMNED IN REVELATION 21:8]. IT FORGOT ITS ESSENCE AND ITS RACE AND ITS KIN. IT DIDN'T KNOW THE DOOR OF THE PLACE TO PRAY TO HIM. IT GREW HOSTILE TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. IT WAS [SEXUALLY] WICKED IN ITS OWN LIGHT. 
THE LIGHT MIND FINDS THE SOUL AND RELEASES THE NEW MAN
THE LIGHT MIND COMES AND FINDS THE SOUL AND ASSUMES IT INTO WISDOM. HE WILL BECOME FOR IT...THE BONDS AND MEMBERS OF THE BODY. HE WILL LOOSEN THE MIND OF THE SOUL AND RELEASE IT FROM THE BONE. HE WILL RELEASE THE THOUGHT OF THE SOUL FROM SINEW AND BIND THE THOUGHT OF SINEW IN SINEW. HE WILL RELEASE INSIGHT OF THE SOUL FROM THE VEIN AND BIND INSIGHT OF [SEXUAL] SIN IN THE VEIN. HE WILL LOOSEN THE COUNSEL OF THE SOUL AND RELEASE IT FROM THE FLESH AND SO, BIND THE COUNSEL OF [SEXUAL] SIN IN THE FLESH. HE WILL RELEASE CONSIDERATION IN THE SOUL FROM SKIN AND BIND CONSIDERATION OF SIN IN THE SKIN.
HOW HE WILL RELEASE THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUL
THIS IS HOW HE WILL RELEASE THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUL AND FREE THEM FROM THE FIVE MEMBERS OF [SEXUAL] SIN. CONVERSELY, THESE FIVE MEMBERS OF [SEXUAL] SIN THAT WERE LOOSE HE WILL BIND. HE WILL MAKE RIGHT THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUL, AND FORM AND PURIFY THEM, AND CONSTRUCT A NEW MAN FROM THEM, A CHILD OF JUSTICE. AND WHEN HE FASHIONS AND CONSTRUCTS AND PURIFIES THE NEW MAN, HE WILL BRING FORTH FIVE GREAT LIVING MEMBERS FROM THE FIVE GREAT MEMBERS AND PLACE THEM IN THE MEMBERS OF THE NEW MAN. HE WILL PLACE HIS MIND, WHICH IS IN [SEXLESS] LOVE, IN THE MIND OF THE NEW MAN. AND THOUGHT, WHICH IS FAITH, HE WILL PLACE IN THE THOUGHT OF THE NEW MAN, WHOM HE WILL PURIFY. HIS INSIGHT, WHICH IS PERFECTION, HE WILL PLACE IN THE INSIGHT OF THE NEW MAN. HIS COUNSEL, WHICH IS PATIENCE, HE WILL PLACE IN HIS COUNSEL, AND WISDOM, WHICH IS HIS CONSIDERATION, HE WILL PLACE IN THE NEW MAN. HE WILL MAKE A [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE PURE WORD FROM THE WORD OF [SEXUAL] SIN, AND ADD IT TO HIS WORD SO, HE BECOMES THE NOURISHER AND STRENGTHENER.
WHEN HE IS PERFECT
WHEN HE IS PERFECT. THE TWELVE MEMBERS AND HIS WISDOM. HE BECOMES JUST AS HE PERFECTS. FORMERLY HE WAS RUNNING AIMLESSLY, BUT NOW HE RUNS UP HIS ROAD AND HIS PATH AND MOUNT TO THE HEIGHTS, TO THE GREAT AEONS. SO, THE OLD MAN IS BOUND IN [SEXUAL] LUST, [SEXUAL] FOOLISHNESS IN THESE FIVE MEMBERS OF THE BODY; THE DARK SPIRIT IS IMPRISONED WITH THEM IN A [SEXUAL] BOND AND IN SEVERE [SEXUAL] MISERY. 
THE NEW MAN REIGNS BY LOVE
AND THE NEW MAN REIGNS BY [SEXLESS] LOVE, BY FAITH, BY PERFECTION, BY PATIENCE, AND BY WISDOM. YET HIS KING IS THE LIGHT MIND, WHO IS KING [JESUS] OF ALL. HE REIGNS OVER IT AS HE WISHES. THE MEMBERS' [SEXUAL] SIN IS IMPRISONED, YET THE LIGHT MIND IS KING, AND A [SEXLESS] AFFECTION OFTEN RISES IN THE BODY. 
FOOLISH [SEXUAL] SIN CLIMBS UP
THERE ARE INSTANCES WHEN [SEXUAL] SIN WILL CLIMB UP AND SHOW OFF ITS [SEXUAL] FOOLISHNESS. IT DISTURBS CONSIDERATION AND CLOUDS WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING. IT SPLITS TRUTH AND PUTS [SEXUAL] DOUBT IN HIM, UTTERING [DAMNABLE] FOOLISH [SEXUAL] WORDS. WHEN THIS KIND OF [SEXUAL] FOOLISHNESS ENTERS THE CHURCH, THE TEACHERS AND ELDERS GATHER. THEY INFORM WISDOM AND CONSIDERATION. WISDOM IS SET IN PLACE AND WELL. 
[SEXUAL] SIN WILL RISE AND [SEXLESS] LIGHT MIND WILL CONTEND
IF THE NEW MAN WILL NOT ACCEPT BLAME AND EDIFICATION FROM HIS BROTHERS AND HELPERS, THEN [SEXUAL] SIN WILL RISE AGAIN, MOVING FROM CONSIDERATION TO THE COUNSEL. [SEXUAL] SIN WILL TAKE PATIENCE FROM HIM AND FEED HIM [SEXUAL] COWARDICE AND [SEXUAL] PAIN. AND [SEXUAL] SIN SHOWS OFF AMONG THE BROTHERS. IT DOES WHAT IT WANTS, IGNORING [SEXLESS] ADVICE, AND BECOMES ITS [SEXUAL] FOOLISHNESS. BUT A BATTLE AND A WAR MATERIALIZE BETWEEN [SEXLESS] LIGHT MIND AND [SEXUAL] SIN IN THE COUNSEL. THEY ASSEMBLE AND SILENCE HIM AND TAKE HIM AWAY TO ANOTHER TIME. THESE ARE HIS COMPANIONS IN HIS [SEXUAL] STRUGGLE.
NOW A SOLITARY MAN
IF IN THAT PLACE, THEN [SEXUAL] SIN WILL RISE AGAIN AND CLOTHE HIM WITH [SEXUAL] LUST AND [SEXUAL] VANITY AND [SEXUAL] PRIDE. HE BREAKS OFF FROM HIS TEACHER AND THE BROTHERS. HE ALWAYS WANTS TO GO IN AND COME OUT ALONE, A SOLITARY MAN. HE WILL ALWAYS WALK ALONE. IT IS A SIGN THAT THE CLOSENESS OF HIS BROTHERS DOES NOT [SEXLESSLY] PERSUADE HIM. IF HE AGAIN DOES NOT KEEP HIS HEART FROM [SEXUAL] LUST, AGAIN, [SEXUAL] SIN WILL RISE IN HIM, THE THOUGHT OF DEATH WILL ENTER HIS [SEXLESS] THOUGHT. HE WILL YIELD TO [SEXUAL] VANITY, CAUSING HIS FAITH AND TRUTH TO LEAVE HIM. WHEN THE SIGN OF HIS [SEXUAL] FOOLISHNESS IS DISPLAYED, AND HIS [SEXUAL] REPUTATION SPREADS IN THE CHURCH, THE WISE IN THE CHURCH WILL COME TO HIM TO STRAIGHTEN OUT HIS HEART, ENCOURAGE IT WITH GOD'S [SEXLESS] EDIFICATION. IF HE TOOK HIS BROTHERS' [SEXLESS] ADVICE AND [TRULY] LISTENED, AND FREED HIMSELF FROM [SEXUAL] ANGER, HE MIGHT LIVE AND CONQUER [SEXUAL SIN AND ALL ITS [FUCKING] WARS [JAMES 4:1-10 & 1ST PETER 5:5-11]. 
AN EARTHLY MAN
BUT IF HE FAILS TO MAKE THIS WATCH SECURE, [SEXUAL] SIN WILL RISE AND ASSUME HIS MIND AND [SEXUALLY] DISTURB HIS MIND, WHICH EARLIER WAS CALM. IT WILL [SEXUALLY] DISRUPT HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE AND TAKE IT AWAY FROM HIS TEACHER AND INSTRUCTOR. IT WILL TAKE [SEXLESS] LOVE FROM HIS HEART AND HIS CHURCH AND FILL IT WITH [SEXUAL] HATRED. THEN ALL HIS BROTHERS BECOME [SEXUALLY] HATEFUL BEFORE HIM. HIS BROTHERS AND [SEXLESS] LOVED ONES AND FRIENDS WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM WILL BE LIKE ENEMIES BEFORE HIM [LUKE 21:16]. HE IS [SEXUALLY] DISTURBED AND LETS HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE AND HIS [SEXLESS] WILL TURN FROM HIM. HE WILL BE A [SEXUAL] VESSEL OF LOSS; HE WILL LEAVE THE CHURCH AND DROP DOWN TO THE WORLD. [SEXLESS] MIND WHO WAS IN HIM WILL SCATTER AWAY AND GO TO THE ENVOY WHO SENT HIM. HE WILL BE FILLED WITH [SEXUAL] EVIL SPIRITS [LUKE 11:17-26], AND THEY WILL DRAG HIM ABOUT. HE WILL BE LIKE WORLDLY [SEXUAL] MEN. HE WILL CHANGE AND BECOME LIKE A BIRD WITH ITS FEATHERS PLUCKED OUT. HE BECOMES AN EARTHLY [SEXUAL] MAN. 
INSTRUCTION ON THE [SEXLESS] WAYS OF THE LIGHT MIND
I, MANI, HAVE TAUGHT YOU AND OPENED YOUR EYES ABOUT [SEXUAL] CONFUSION IN THE ZONE. HOW CAN IT RISE IN THE [SEXLESS] CAMPS OF THE MIGHTY GODS? SUCH DISTURBANCES HAPPEN IN THE LIGHT MIND AND IN THE KEEPERS OF THE WATCH, FOR THEY ARE SET FIRMLY IN THE ZONE, THOUGH NOT VISIBLE. THIS TOO IS THE WAY OF THE LIGHT MIND, FOR HE IS NOT VISIBLE IN THE BODY. AND THESE KEEPERS OF THE WATCH ARE GREAT, YET THEY ARE [SEXUALLY] TWISTED. THEY HAVE BECOME SMALL WITH THEIR APPROPRIATE TASKS. THE PROCESS IS LIKE MIND WHO WAS GREAT AND EXALTED, AND NOW HE IS BENT OVER AND BECOME SMALL IN THIS SMALL WORTHLESS [SEXUAL] BODY. WHILE THE GODS IN THE OUTER ZONE ARE TRANSCENDENT AND PURE, THEY ARE INVOLVED IN THE [SEXLESS] MINGLING INTO THE ENTIRETY BUT ARE NOT [SEXUALLY] DEFILED. THIS TOO IS LIKE THE LIGHT MIND. CONSIDER THE MIGHT AND [SEXLESS] ACTIONS OF THE LIGHT MIND. HOW VAST HE IS OVER THE KEEPERS OF THE WATCH OF THE BODY! HE STAYS IN HIS CAMP. HE CLOSES DOWN THE BODY'S DELIBERATIONS FROM THE [SEXUAL TEMPTATIONS OF [SEXUAL] SIN [JAMES 1:14-15]. HE LIMITS THEM AND SCATTERS THEM [JAMES 4:1-10]. HE PUTS THEM DOWN AT HIS [SEXLESS] WILL [1ST PETER 5:5-11]. HE DOES ANOTHER [SEXLESS] WORK SURPASSING THE [ALL] OTHERS. HE BESTOWS A GREAT SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] OVER THE [SEXLESS] ELECT. NOW YOU MAY FIND HIM STANDING ON THE EARTH, RISING UP IN HIS [SEXLESS] HEART AND [SEXLESSLY] ASCENDING TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE GOD OF [ALL] TRUTH [2ND TIMOTHY 3:15-16], HE WHO [ETERNALLY] EXISTS AND IS [ETERNALLY] ESTABLISHED ABOVE ALL THINGS WITHOUT [ANY] LOSS [1ST CORINTHIANS 15:24-28 & EPHESIANS 4:6]. AND AGAIN, HE MAY [SEXLESSLY] PUSH DOWN IN HIS [SEXLESS] INSIGHT AND [SEXLESS] CONSIDERATION AND [SEXLESSLY] DESCEND TO THE LAND [THE SEXLESS HARMONY OF TRUE PARADISE OF THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE [PROVERBS 8:22-29] BEGAN IN THE ULTIMATE NEW BEGINNING WITH THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH DOING HIS GLORIOUS DEEDS OF UNIVERSAL CREATION FROM SUNDAY THE 1ST DAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/SUNDAY NIGHT THE 1ST NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT AT 12:00PM-15:00PM ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/24:00AM-3:00AM ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT TO ULTIMATE NEW ENDING ON FRIDAY THE 6TH DAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/FRIDAY NIGHT THE 6TH NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT AT 12:00PM-15:00PM ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/24:00AM-3:00AM ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT IN GENESIS 1:1-31, THAT SEXLESSLY DESCENDED DOWN IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE [PROVERBS 8:30-31] IN THE ULTIMATE NEW BEGINNING OF SATURDAY THE 7TH DAY AT 3:00AM-12:00PM ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/SATURDAY NIGHT THE 7TH NIGHT AT 15:00PM-24:00AM ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT IN GENESIS 2:1-25 TO THE 1ST FORMER SEXUAL UNIVERSE [PROVERBS 8:30-31] IN THE ULTIMATE OLD ENDING OF THE 7TH DAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/7TH NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT AT 12:00PM-15:00PM THE ETERNAL CREATURES WITH JESUS THE ROMAN IN THE ANCIENT MANUSCRIPT CALLED GINZA IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 ARE CLUSTERED FUCKED-UP IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 1ST FORMER SEXUAL UNIVERSE ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT BY 15:00PM IN PALESTINE IN JERUSALEM, ISRAEL ON SATURDAY, EXCEPT THE TRUE LORD ENOCH HIMSELF WITH THE TRUE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH & THE LADY VICTORIA HERSELF HAS ALWAYS BEEN IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE, NOT IN ETERNAL BIRTH WITH THE TREE OF LIFE IN ROMANS 1:20 IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE BURNING BUSH IN THE INFINITE NUMBER, BUT IN ETERNAL DEATH IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 & BEING CAST OUT FROM THE GARDEN OF EDEN BECAUSE OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD & EVIL IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23] ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/24:00AM-3:00AM ALL THE ETERNAL CREATURES WITH JESUS THE BRIT IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 ARE CLUSTERED FUCKED-UP IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 1ST FORMER SEXUAL UNIVERSE ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT BY 3:00AM IN THE USA IN FLORENCE, SC ON SATURDAY, EXCEPT THE TRUE LORD ENOCH HIMSELF WITH THE TRUE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH & THE LADY VICTORIA HERSELF HAS ALWAYS BEEN IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE, NOT IN ETERNAL BIRTH WITH THE TREE OF LIFE IN ROMANS 1:20 IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE BURNING BUSH IN THE INFINITE NUMBER, BUT IN ETERNAL DEATH IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 & BEING CAST OUT FROM THE GARDEN OF EDEN BECAUSE OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD & EVIL IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23] ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT IN GENESIS 3:1-11:32 & THE RENEWED 1ST FORMER SEXLESS UNIVERSE [REVELATION 21:1-22:21] TO BECOME ONCE AGAIN [REVELATION 11:15-19] THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE [REVELATION 4:1-5:14] IN THE ULTIMATE NEW BEGINNING ON SUNDAY THE 8TH DAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT AT 12:00PM-15:00PM ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE [ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 7:46-56] IN THE ULTIMATE NEW BEGINNING ON SUNDAY NIGHT THE 8TH NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT AT 24:00AM-3:00AM ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT IS FROM GENESIS 12:1-ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 29:2 WITH AN ACTS 30 BY THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S OWN SPEECH IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 7:1-60] WHERE [SEXUAL] DARKNESS POURED OUT [AND WAS LOCKED-UP]. HIS HEART WILL RUN AND TOUCH EVERYTHING. THEN MANI SAYS TO THE STUDENT: I HAVE TAUGHT YOU THE [SEXLESS] DEEDS OF THE LIGHT MIND. WHOEVER HAS AN OPEN AND PERCEPTIVE EYE, THE LIGHT MIND CAN APPEAR TO HIM. WHOEVER LACKS THAT EYE, THE LIGHT MIND CANNOT APPEAR TO HIM. AS FOR MY WORK NOT MANIFEST OR REVEALED TO YOU, I WILL TEACH YOU AND OPEN YOUR EYES TO THIS WONDER AND MY LEADERSHIP. 
MANI RECORDS HIS [SEXLESS] TRIUMPHS
OBSERVE. I, A SINGLE MANICHAEAN, HAVE COME ALONE TO THE WORLD. AND THE RACES AND KIN OF THE BODY, AND THE GOLD, SILVER, COPPER, AND BREASTPLATES, THE MULTITUDE'S ARMOR AND A MASS OF PEOPLE SUBMIT TO ME, INCLUDING MANY KINDS OF GODS AND IDOLS FROM THE SMELTING FURNACES! YOU HAVE SEEN THE KINGDOM OF THE WORLD. YET WITH ALL THEIR ADVANTAGES AND GIFTS, WITH BREASTPLATES AND A VIOLENT WAR, THEY HAVE SUBDUED NO CITY OR CONQUERED NO COUNTRY. BUT WITHOUT BREASTPLATE OR ARMOR I HAVE CONQUERED REMOTE CITIES BY THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD, AND REMOTE COUNTRIES. AND THEY BLESS MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHICH IS GLORIFIED IN ALL COUNTRIES. AND THERE IS ANOTHER THING I SHALL TEACH YOU. KINGS HAVE WORKED WITH ME, AND THE NOBLES AND THEIR OFFICIALS AND THEIR POWERS, SO, THEY MIGHT BRING THEIR TRUTH TO NOTHING. THEY LACKED THE STRENGTH TO WORK AGAINST ME. SINCE I AM NOW ALONE, WHY WERE THEY [SEXUALLY] IMPOTENT [POWERLESS] BEFORE ME, ALL THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] OPPOSED ME? AND I HAVE A THIRD MESSAGE. NO ONE IN THIS WORLD HAS FREED HIS CHILDREN AND BROTHERS AND KIN FROM THE CIRCUMSTANCE OF ALL THINGS AS I HAVE. I HAVE FREED ALL MY CHILDREN FROM LABOR. AND I HAVE A FOURTH THING. I HAVE COVERED THEM WITH THE BREASTPLATE OF WISDOM, AND SO, AMONG HUMANS YOU WILL NOT FIND ONE WHO HAS BEEN VICTORIOUS [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23]. NO ONE IS VICTORIOUS OVER ME IN THE WHOLE WORLD. NOR UPON MY CHILDREN. NO ONE CAN CONQUER THEM. AND AS A FIFTH FEAT, WITH MY POWER I'VE CHOSEN THE ENTIRE ELECTION. I HAVE GIVEN MY CHILDREN MY EMBLEMS OF AUTHORITY AND GREAT SPRINGS OF WISDOM, SO THAT AS THE MESSENGER OF THE CHURCH I HAVE MADE IT MINE. I HAVE STRENGTHENED THE CHURCH AND EMBELLISHED IT WITH ALL BENEFICIAL QUALITIES. I HAVE PLANTED THE GOOD AND SOWN TRUTH IN EVERY FAR AND NEAR LAND. MESSENGERS AND ENVOYS, I HAVE SENT TO ALL COUNTRIES. SO, MESSENGERS BEFORE ME HAVE NOT DONE WHAT I HAVE IN THIS HARSH GENERATION, EXCEPT FOR ONLY [TRUE] JESUS, THE SON OF GREATNESS, WHO IS THE, FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL MESSENGERS. NO ENVOY HAS BEEN LIKE ME! LOOK AND SEE ME NOW. HOW GREAT IS MY POWER AND MY [SEXLESS] ACTIONS? NO EARLIER ENVOY IN THE FLESH HAS REACHED MY LIKENESS. THE GREAT DOORS HAVE BEEN OPENED BY ME TO THE GODS AND ANGELS AND PEOPLE, AND ALL SPIRITS AND LIVING SOULS WHO ARE PREPARED FOR LIFE AND FOR ETERNAL REST. AFTER HIS STUDENTS HEARD WHAT MANI PROCLAIMED, THEY ANSWERED HIM, SAYING: ALL YOU HAVE UTTERED TO US IS GREAT AND MIGHTY, WHICH YOU ACCOMPLISHED WITH YOUR POWERS, AND THE POWER OF THE ONE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WHO SENT YOU. WHO COULD FULLY THANK YOU FOR THE GRACE YOU HAVE GIVEN US, EXCEPT THE ONE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WHO SENT YOU? WE HAVE BUT ONE GIFT FOR REPAYING YOU. WE WILL BECOME STRONG IN YOUR FAITH, PERSEVERE IN YOUR COMMANDMENTS, AND, OF THE WORD YOU PROCLAIMED TO US, BE PERSUADED.
THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON THE COPTIC MANICHAEAN SONGBOOK
SONGS OF THOMAS
SONG: MY FATHER [STEPHEN] EVOKED HOLY FIRE
MY FATHER [STEPHEN] THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURED LIGHT
MY FATHER [STEPHEN] THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURED LIGHT, THE PLEASURED LIGHT, THE GLORY, MY FATHER [STEPHEN] THE PLEASURED LIGHT, THE PLEASURE, THE HOLY LIGHT, MY FATHER [STEPHEN] THE PLEASURED LIGHT, THE PLEASURE, THE ESTEEMED [RESPECTED] LIGHT. HE SUMMONED THE AEONS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT, HE CHOSE THEM TO ENJOY HIS GREATNESS. HE SUMMONED THE AEONS OF PEACE IN WHOM NO [SEXUAL] FLAW OR LOSS LIVES. HE SUMMONED THE AEONS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT AND HIS SONS IN WHOM HE PUT THE AEONS. HE SUMMONED THE AEONS OF PEACE. HE CALLED HIS WEALTH, SET IT IN THEM. HE SUMMONED THE AEONS TO REPOSE. HE CALLED HIS ANGELS, SET IT IN THEM. HE FOUNDED PLACES FOR LIFE. HE SET LIVING ICONS IN THEM. HE SET LIVING ICONS IN THEM, WHICH NEVER DISAPPEAR. HE SUMMONED CLOUDS OF BRIGHTNESS, DRIPPING WITH DEW AND [SEXLESS] LIGHT. HE EVOKED HOLY FIRE THAT BURNED SWEET. HE EVOKED WIND AND AIR THAT BREATHED A LIVING BREATH. HE EVOKED HOLY MOUNTAINS POURING OUT FRAGRANT ROOTS. THEY ARE ALL CONCORD AND MELODY. IN THEM NO [SEXUAL] FLAW OR LOSS LIVES. THEY WERE ECSTATIC IN BRIGHTNESS FILLED AND INHABITING ETERNITY. 
I SAW THE [SEXUAL] EVIL ONE
I COULDN'T SEE WHERE THE SON OF EVIL SAW THEM. I STOOD UP, SAYING, I WANT TO BE LIKE THEM. WHERE DID THE SON OF [SEXUAL] EVIL SEE THEM? DID THE POOR ONE OWN NOTHING? NO DIAMONDS ARE IN HIS POSSESSION, NO ETERNITY IN HIS ESTATE. HE TOOK THE HAND OF HIS SEVEN COMPANIONS AND HIS TWELVE HELPERS. HE TOOK THE HAND OF SEVEN COMPANIONS AND WENT AND LOOKED AT STILL AEONS SO, IF ANY FELL AND CAME DOWN, HE WOULD GO AND BE LIKE THEM. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] TOOK THE FIRST STEP. HE EMPOWERED HIS ANGELS AND SAID, COME TOGETHER, ALL OF YOU. BEWARE OF THE [SEXUAL] EVIL ONE'S EYE. IT GLANCED UP. 
A SON OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT LOOKED DOWN
A SON OF LIGHT LOOKED DOWN FROM HIGH AND SAW HIM. HE SAID TO RICH BRETHREN, 0 MY BRETHREN, SONS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT IN WHOM NO [SEXUAL] FLAW OR LOSS LIVES, I LOOKED DOWN INTO THE ABYSS. I SAW THE [SEXUAL] EVIL ONE, THE SON OF EVIL. I SAW THE EVIL ONE, THE SON OF EVIL, WHO WANTED TO GET INTO WAR. I SAW HIS SEVEN COMPANIONS TOO AND HIS TWELVE HELPERS. I SAW THEIR TENT PITCHED AND A ROARING FIRE IN IT. I SAW [SEXUALLY] MISERABLE MYRMIDONS LIVING THERE, [SEXUALLY] PLOTTING WAR. I SAW THEIR HANGING ARMOR READY FOR THE CAMPAIGN. I SAW THE TRAPS ALL PUT IN PLACE AND THE NETS CAST AND SPREAD TO CATCH A BIRD IF IT COMES AND FISH NOT ESCAPE THEM. THEY LAY AROUND DRINKING STOLEN WINE AND DEVOURING PLUNDERED MEAT. 
THE [SEXLESS] CHILD ARMED AND THE SON OF [SEXUAL] EVIL
THE CHILD GOT THROUGH HIS MONTHS UNTIL HE COULD WALK. THE LITTLE ONE AMONG THE TALL STEPPED IN. HE TOOK UP ARMS. HE ARMED HIS WAIST. HE LEAPT AND RACED INTO THE ABYSS. HE LEAPT AND GOT TO THEIR CENTER TO BATTLE THEM. HE HUMILIATED THE SON OF [SEXUAL] EVIL AND HIS SEVEN COMPANIONS AND TWELVE SLAVES. HE WRECKED THEIR CAMP AND CAST IT DOWN. HE PUT OUT THEIR ROARING FIRE. HE BOUND THE [SEXUALLY] MISERABLE MYRMIDONS THERE, WHO [SEXUALLY] PLOTTED TO MAKE WAR. HE GRABBED THEIR ARMOR HANGING THERE, READIED FOR WAR, DESTROYED THEIR READIED TRAPS. HE RIPPED UP THEIR OUTSPREAD NETS. HE RELEASED THE FISH TO GO OUT TO SEA. HE LET THE BIRDS FLY UP INTO SPACE. HE LET THE SHEEP INTO THEIR FOLDS. HE SEIZED THE [SEXUAL] EVIL ONE'S WEALTH. HE WENT OFF WITH IT AND TOOK IT UP TO THE LAND OF REST. SO, HE SAVED WHAT THE LIVING TOOK. THEY WILL COME BACK TO WHAT IS THEIRS. 
SONG 9: THE LION AND THE BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTER
THE LION TOOK MY BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTER. HE SEIZED HER, DRAGGED HER INTO HIS LAIR WITH HIS GREAT DRAGON. WHEN SHE WAS IN THE PIT, THE LION SCREAMED. HIS COMPANIONS GATHERED. THE DRAGON WHISTLED AND HISSED. ALL THE BEASTS GATHERED NEAR HIM AND ROARED. THEY HID FROM MY DAUGHTER, ROARING ELSEWHERE, LEST THEIR POWERS DIMINISH. SO, MY CRY CALLS UP TO THE MIGHTY ONE, WHO EXCELS AMONG THE POWERS. I THE SON [JESUS] ASK MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. MY GARMENT HANGS ON THE UNIVERSE, SAYING, IF HAVE WRONGED THE GREAT LION, LET HIM EAT ME NOW IN HIS LAIR. IF I'VE WRONGED THE GREAT DRAGON, LET HIM SWALLOW ME HERE. BUT IF I HAVEN'T WRONGED THE LION HERE IN HIS MIDST, LET ME ESCAPE HIS LAIR AND TAKE MY DAUGHTER FROM HIM. FATHER [STEPHEN] OF US ALL...PLACE THE GARMENT OVER US ALL. I POUNDED. RANKS EVEN THEIR NETS I CRACKED OPEN THEIR LAIR. I CAST STONES ON IT. I SEIZED THE GREAT DRAGON AND HIS CONSORT I ENMESHED IN A TRAP. I TOOK MY DAUGHTER FROM THEM AND PLACED HER HIGH ABOVE THEM ALL. I HURLED STONES AT THEIR WHEEL TILL IT COLLAPSED UNDER THEM, AND MY DAUGHTER AND I DESTROYED ALL THEIR NETS. WE DROVE THE GREAT LION [1ST PETER 5:8] AND THE DRAGON [REVELATION 12:7-12] OUT OF THE COSMOS [NEW UNIVERSE], AND WE CAME TO THE VILLAGE LAND OF THE JUST. THEY KNOW IT TOO. FROM THE HEART OF A SECOND LAIR I TOOK MY DAUGHTER INTO THE LAND. THEY NOW ARE ALSO HAPPY. AND IT WILL HAPPEN SOON JUST AS THE BRIDE ENTERS THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. 
SONG 12: JESUS DUG A RIVER
JESUS DUG A RIVER IN THE COSMOS. HE DUG A RIVER, EVEN HE OF THE SWEET NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. HE DUG IT WITH A SPADE OF TRUTH. HE DREDGED IT WITH A BASKET OF WISDOM. THE STONES HE DREDGED FROM IT ARE DROPS OF INCENSE FROM LEBANON. ALL THE WATERS IN IT ARE ROOTS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. THREE SHIPS SAIL. THEY VOYAGE IN THE RIVER, TESTING. ONE IS FULL, ONE HALF FREIGHTED. THE THIRD IS EMPTY. THE FULL SHIP SAILS FEARLESSLY. ONE HALF FULL. THE EMPTY ONE COMES EMPTY AND LEAVES NOTHING BEHIND. IT WILL SUFFER AT THE CUSTOMS. IT HAS NOTHING TO GIVE, NOTHING ON BOARD. THEY WILL TEAR IT APART [SEXUALLY] WICKEDLY AND SEND IT BACK TO THE PORT. THE SHIP WILL SUFFER WHAT CORPSES SUFFER. EMPTY. THEY CALLED IT AND IT HEARD NOTHING. 
SONG 20: CRY OF PAMOUN THE OX
HEAR AN OX. THE CRY OF PAMOUN, AN OX. MERCY. I MAKE THE WORLDS WEEP. WHAT HAVE THE CHILDREN OF THE EARTH GIVEN ME? THEY GRABBED TWO-EDGED AXES AND STUCK ME IN MARSHES. THEY FELLED FAT TREES AND EVEN THIN ONES. THEY DIDN'T LEAVE ALONE. WITH THE FAT TREE THEY CUT OUT A PLOW. FROM THE THIN ONE THEY MADE A SHARP GOAD. THEN TOOK IT TO AN ARTIST WHO IN HIS OWN HAND FASHIONED A YOKE, STUCK IT ON MY NECK, AND HOOKED THE PLOW HANGING BEHIND ME. THEY USED THE GOAD TO PIERCE MY RIBS. THEN THEY CARRIED ME TO THE BUTCHER'S SON, THE FATTENER OF OXEN; IT WAS THE BUTCHER'S SON WHO CHOPPED ME UP, SCATTERED ME TO FOREIGN TENTS, HUNG ME IN FAR MARKETS, AND BEFORE ANYBODY TOSSED MY BONES TO STRAY BEASTS. RELEASE ME FROM THE OWNERS. THEY DON'T BUY ME. THEY BURN WHAT IS INSIDE ME, EVEN THAT. DON'T BEAT PAMOUN, THE OX. SHAKE THE SPIRIT VESSELS IN YOU. I WILL MAKE YOU SIT IN A PLACE WHERE GENERATIONS WILL PASS THROUGH YOU, PLANTING, REPAYING, MAKING YOU THE LIVING. FREEDOM. EVEN THEY WHO ARE MY KIN. ON A DAY OF THE GREAT.
SONG OF HERAKLEIDES: COME TOGETHER
COME TOGETHER, O SONS OF THE EARTH, AND HEAR THE ANGEL WHO WAS SENT OUT WITH THE MESSAGE OF THE SKIES. YOU CAME AND WERE A GATHERING, YOU CAME AND THEY GATHERED IN YOU. TELL US THE MESSAGE OF THE SKIES. YOU CAME AND THE AEONS WERE IN RANK, YOU CAME AND THEY GATHERED IN YOU. TELL US THE MESSAGE OF THE SKIES. WAKE, YOU WHO SLEEP. WAKE, YOU WHO SLEEP. SLEEP IN THE CAVERN THAT YOU CAN RECEIVE THE SKY'S MESSAGE. THE CARRIER OF THE MESSAGE IS ON HIS WAY WITH THE MESSAGE FROM THE LAND OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT TO SPEAK OUT THE MESSAGE OF THE SKIES. HE WAS SENT OUT. HE RACED LAUGHING TO THE FIRST MAN TO TELL HIM THE MESSAGE. HE CAME AND KNOCKED ON THE GATES AND SHOUTED, OPEN UP AT ONCE. I HAVE THE MESSAGE OF THE SKIES! 
FIRST HUMAN ON EARTH
STAND UP, O FIRST HUMAN ON EARTH, OPEN YOUR GATES THAT ARE SHUT SO, I CAN TELL YOU THE MESSAGE! STAND UP, O FIRST HUMAN ON EARTH, LET THE TRUMPET OF PEACE RESOUND SO, I CAN TELL YOU THE MESSAGE! STAND UP, O FIRST HUMAN ON EARTH, SPREAD THE LOGOS OF THE GOOD NEWS SO, I CAN TELL YOU THE MESSAGE! STAND UP, O FIRST HUMAN ON EARTH, BUILD UP THE BRICKS OF THE TOWER SO, I CAN TELL YOU THE MESSAGE! STAND UP, O FIRST HUMAN ON EARTH, AND GO WITH THE TROOPS TO YOUR CITY SO, I CAN TELL YOU THE MESSAGE! STAND UP, O GOOD SHEPHERD, GRAB THE LAMB FROM THE VENGEFUL WOLF THAT I CAN TELL YOU THE MESSAGE! 
WHO ARE YOU? MY DOORS ARE LOCKED
WHO ARE YOU? MY DOORS ARE LOCKED, GIVE ME A SIGN SO I'LL OPEN TO YOU AND YOU CAN TELL ME THE MESSAGE. WHO ARE YOU FOR ME TO OPEN SO, YOU CAN TELL ME THE MESSAGE? I AM THE SON OF THE SON OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THE SON OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS SENT ME TO YOU ABOUT THE MESSAGE. OPEN, OPEN UP AT ONCE! OPEN THE CLOSED GATES SO, YOU CAN BE GIVEN THE MESSAGE! AS THE GATES WERE ABOUT TO OPEN, HE WAS ALREADY INSIDE THE GATES TO TELL HIM THE MESSAGE OF THE SKIES. THE FIRST MAN FOUND HIM AT HIS SIDE. HE WAS HAPPY AND SAID TO HIM, TELL ME THE MESSAGE! WHAT IS MY FATHER [STEPHEN] DOING NOW? FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS BEYOND HIM? TELL ME MY FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] MESSAGE. WHAT ARE THE TWELVE AEONS DOING NOW WHO WERE ROUND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHEN I LEFT? TELL ME THE MESSAGE! HOW ARE THINGS WITH THE LIVING AIR, THE BREATH OF LIFE AROUND THE FATHER [STEPHEN]? TELL ME THE MESSAGE! THE GREAT SPIRIT OF THE LAND OF [SEXUAL] LIGHT, THE CUPBEARER OF ALL THE AEONS? TELL ME THE MESSAGE! THE LAND OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT, THE HOUSE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], BRIDAL CHAMBER OF ALL THE AEONS? TELL ME THE MESSAGE! THE WALLS THAT WERE DUG IN THE EARTH WHEN I WENT AWAY, THE SENTINELS ON THE TOWERS WHO GUARD THEM, TELL ME THE MESSAGE! HOW IS THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING, WHOM I LEFT BEHIND? HOW ARE HER KIN? TELL ME THE MESSAGE! THE FIRST MAN ON EARTH IS HAPPY BUT IS ASKING, AND TELLS THE ENVOY: TELL ME THE MESSAGE! 
THE CALL IS HEARD
THE CALL, THE CALL, IS ONCE AGAIN HEARD. I CAME AND THEY WERE GATHERED. I CAME AND THE GODS WERE HAPPY. I CAME AND THEY WERE GATHERED ROUND ME. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I CAME AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WAS GATHERED. THE AEONS WERE GATHERED ROUND THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I CAME AND THE AEONS WERE GATHERED. THEY WERE A GARLAND AROUND THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! THE HARPISTS WERE GATHERED AND THE PIPES WERE SONOROUS. I WAS SENT OUT, AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WAS HAPPY. HE LIVED IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER OF THE LAND OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT SO I MIGHT TELL THE MESSAGE! I WAS SENT OUT, AND THE AEONS OF THE AEONS WERE GATHERED. THEY PLAYED MUSIC FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS SO I MIGHT TELL THE MESSAGE! I WAS SENT OUT, AND HARPISTS WERE GATHERED AND SANG OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SO I MIGHT TELL THE MESSAGE! I WAS SENT OUT, AND THE AIR WAS ECSTATIC TO BE ALL GATHERED AND ROUND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SO, I MIGHT TELL THE MESSAGE! I WAS SENT OUT, AND THE BRIDAL CHAMBER WAS HAPPY, THE LAND WITH [SEXLESS] LIGHT, THE HOUSE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE OF THE SKIES! I WAS SENT OUT, AND THE WALLS WERE DUG IN THE EARTH, AND THE SENTINELS OF THE TOWERS WERE GUARDING THEM. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I WAS SENT OUT, AND THE MOTHER WATCHED, AND HER KIN WERE ASSEMBLED ROUND HER. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I WAS SENT OUT, AND THE FEAST WAS PREPARED, THE LAVISH FEAST AROUND THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I WAS SENT OUT, AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WAS HAPPY, AND [SEXLESS] PLEASURE WAS [A] ROUND HIM. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I WAS SENT OUT, AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WAS GATHERED. HE WAS SLEEPING IN HIS QUARTERS IN THE LAND OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I WAS SENT OUT, AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WAS HAPPY AND THE VIRGINS ENCIRCLED HIM. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I WAS SENT OUT, AND THE HARPS WERE IN THEIR HANDS, AND THEY PLAYED FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS [JAMES 1:17]. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I WAS SENT OUT, AND THE PIPES WERE SONOROUS ON THE MOORING PLACES. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I WAS SENT OUT, AND THE SEA WAS PLACID, AND THE RAFT OF HEAVEN WAS TOWED OUT. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I WAS SENT OUT, AND SHIPS TOUCHED LAND, AND THE SEAPORTS WERE SECURED. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I CAME, AND THE WALLS WERE SET IN FOUNDATIONS, AND THE SENTINELS ON THE TOWER GUARDED THEM. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! 
FORSAKING THE FIVE LIMBS [15 LIMBS BY GOING ONE MILE GO TWAIN OF THE GIANT SPIDER] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH
I ABANDONED REASON, SINCE IT GUARDED THE FATHER [STEPHEN], PLEASURE OF THE LAND OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I ABANDONED THOUGHT, SINCE IT GUARDED FAITH AND THE AEONS WHO ARE [A] ROUND THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I ABANDONED INSIGHT, SINCE IT GUARDED THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I ABANDONED [SEXLESS] DESIRE, SINCE IT GUARDED RESOLUTION AND GAVE LIFE TO THE AEONS. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I ABANDONED REFLECTION AT THE FLOOR AND FOUNDATION OF THE LAND OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! 
I CAME FROM THE HOUSE OF HAPPINESS
I CAME FROM THE HOUSE OF HAPPINESS. I BROUGHT YOU JOY BY MY COMING. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I CAME FROM THE HOUSE OF ABUNDANCE. I BROUGHT YOU ABUNDANCE BY COMING TO YOU. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I CAME, SINCE THE MOTHER LOOKED FOR YOU AND HER KIN WERE WITH HER. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! I CAME, SINCE THE MOTHER WAS LOOKING FOR YOU AND HER KIN WERE WITH HER. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! THEY ARE AT THE FRONTIER, WAITING FOR YOU. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! 
GOD HAS COME WHOLLY
LOOK, GOD HAS COME WHOLLY. CALL AND HE WILL ANSWER. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! THEY ARE WEIGHED DOWN WITH GARLANDS AND PALMS, A GIFT FOR YOU, THE LEADER. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! TELL ME THE MESSAGE, ARM YOUR [SEXLESS] LOVED ONES, YOUR GARLANDED TROOPS. I WILL CARRY THE MESSAGE FROM ALL THE AEONS AND WITH THOSE WORDS AND YOUR SON, GO OUT AND CARRY THE MESSAGE! 
COSMIC BATTLE
HIS TROOPS ARE FIRMLY ENTRENCHED. HE SEIZES THE RULER OF THE LAND OF [SEXUAL] DARKNESS. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! THE AIR IS FIXED OVER THE SMOKE. HIS TROOPS ARE IN CHAINS, THEY ARE FETTERED. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! THE WIND GUARDS THE KING OF STORMS. HIS TROOPS LIE IN CHAINS, FETTERED. LOOK, THIS IS THE MESSAGE! LOOK, THE WATERS HAVE SURROUNDED THE KING OF THE FLOOD OF DEATH. CARRY THE MESSAGE! THE VIRGIN, THE LIVING FIRE HAS BECOME MASTER OF THE LAND OF [SEXUAL] DARKNESS. CARRY THE MESSAGE! LOOK, THE LAND OF [SEXUAL] DARKNESS WE HAVE WASTED. WE WAIT FOR YOU WITH A GARLAND. CARRY THE MESSAGE! WE BOUGHT DENS OF THE HUNGRY. WE GOT THEIR LAND FOR FIVE LOAVES OF BREAD. CARRY THE MESSAGE! WE GAVE WATER. THEY DRANK. THEY WERE DRUNK AND FRITTERED AWAY THEIR WAGES. CARRY THE MESSAGE! THE ROBE OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT WAS SET ON THEM. FOR THEM IT WAS A BOND, A SHACKLE. CARRY THE MESSAGE! THEY [SEXUALLY] LUSTED OVER THE BREATH OF THE WIND. IT WAS A FETTER ON THEIR NECK. CARRY THE MESSAGE! THEY SMELT THE BREATH OF THE AIR. IT WAS DEATH FOR ALL OF THEM. CARRY THE MESSAGE! 
[SEXLESS] LIGHT HAS SURROUNDED [SEXUAL] DARKNESS
LET'S GO. THEY ARE EXPECTING YOU. THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT HAS SURROUNDED [SEXUAL] DARKNESS. LET'S GO. THEY ARE EXPECTING YOU. THEY LIVE ON THE BORDER. THEY ARE WAITING. LOOK, GOD HAS WHOLLY COME. CALL HIM. HE WILL ANSWER YOU. CARRY THE MESSAGE! THEY COME HEAVY WITH GARLANDS AND PALMS FOR YOU, VICTORIOUS CAPTAIN. CARRY THE MESSAGE! THE ENVOY HEARD THE GOOD NEWS. HE TOOK IT TO HIM WHO SENT HIM. CARRY THE MESSAGE! THE FATHERS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT HAVE COME TO HELP THEIR [SEXLESS] LOVED ONE. CARRY THE MESSAGE! THEY HELPED THE FIRST HUMAN, AND HE SHOUTED HAPPILY, "LOOK AT ME! LOOK AT MY MERCHANDISE!" THERE WAS ENORMOUS JOY, THE FIRST MAN AMONG THEM, COVERED WITH GARLANDS AND PALMS. THIS IS THE MESSAGE! MAY IT HAPPEN TO US TOGETHER, BE COUNTED IN HIS MERCHANDISE AND [SEXLESS] PLEASURE WITH THE AEONS. THIS IS THE MESSAGE! MAY WE BE COUNTED WITH THOSE ON HIS RIGHT HAND AND INHERIT OUR KINGDOM. THIS IS THE MESSAGE! MAY WE LIVE WITH OUR FAMILIES FOREVER. THIS IS THE MESSAGE! GLORY TO THE FIRST MAN, HONOR TO THE LIVING SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] AND THEIR UNCEASING WORK. VICTORY TO THE SOUL OF BLESSED MARY, THEONA!
SONG OF THE BEMA, 223: LET US WORSHIP THE SPIRIT
LET US [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIP THE SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] OF THE COMFORTER [JOHN 14:26; 15:26; 16:13], BLESS LORD JESUS WHO SENT US THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH. HE CAME AND SPLIT US FROM THE WORLD'S [SEXUAL] ERROR. HE CAME WITH A MIRROR, WE LOOKED. IN IT WAS THE COSMOS. WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME, SHE DISCLOSED THE WAY OF TRUTH. IT TAUGHT US TWO NATURES, LIGHT AND DARKNESS, DISTINCT FROM THE BEGINNING. THE KINGDOM OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT HAS FIVE GREATNESSES: FATHER [STEPHEN] AND HIS TWELVE AEONS, AND THE AEONS OF AEONS, THE LIVING AIR, THE LAND OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT, AND THE ENORMOUS SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24 & ACTS 17:22-30] THROUGH WHOM THEY BREATH AND WHICH NOURISHES THEM WITH [SEXLESS] LIGHT. BUT THE KINGDOM OF [SEXUAL] DARKNESS HAS FIVE STOREHOUSES: SMOKE AND FIRE AND WIND AND WATER AND [SEXUAL] DARKNESS. THEIR ADVOCATE CREEPS IN THEM, INCITING THEM TO MAKE WAR ON EACH OTHER. WHEN MAKING WAR THEY DARED ATTACK THE LAND OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. THEY SUPPOSED THEY COULD VANQUISH IT AND DIDN'T KNOW THAT THEIR [SEXUAL] PLANS [ACTS 5:38-39] WOULD CRASH DOWN ON THEIR OWN HEADS. THERE WAS A HORDE OF ANGELS IN THE LAND OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT, READY TO POUR OUT AND BREAK THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] ENEMY. THEY WERE PLEASED TO HAVE THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] WORD 
TO ROUT THOSE SEXUAL] REBELS WHO SAW THEMSELVES EXALTED. THE ANGELS WERE LIKE A SHEPHERD WHO SEES A LION PADDING NEAR TO DESTROY THE FOLD, WHO CUNNINGLY TAKES A LAMB AND SETS IT AS A SNARE TO CATCH THE LION. WITH A SINGLE LAMB HE SAVES HIS FOLD, HEALS THE LAMB, AND WOUNDS THE LION. SUCH IS THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT FORTH HIS STRONG SON AND MADE FROM HIMSELF HIS VIRGIN ARMED WITH FIVE POWERS TO FIGHT THE FIVE ABYSSES OF THE [SEXUAL] DARKNESS. WHEN THE WATCHER STOOD AT THE BORDERS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT, HE SHOWED THEM TO THE VIRGIN WHO IS HIS SOUL. IN THEIR ABYSSES THEY STIRRED, [SEXUAL] DESIRING HER. THEY OPENED THEIR MOUTH TO SWALLOW HER. HE HELD HER POWER FAST. HE SPREAD HER OVER THEM LIKE NETS OVER FISH. HE HAD HER RAIN DOWN ON THEM LIKE PURIFIED CLOUDS OF WATER. SHE STABBED INSIDE THEM LIKE PIERCING LIGHTNING. SHE CREPT INTO THEIR INNER PARTS. SHE BOUND THEM. THEY KNEW NOTHING. WHEN THE FIRST MAN FINISHED HIS WAR, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SENT HIS 2ND SON. HE CAME, LIFTED HIS BROTHER OUT OF THE ABYSS. HE MADE THE WHOLE WORLD OUT OF THAT MIXTURE OF THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT AND [SEXUAL] DARKNESS [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. HE SPREAD ALL HIS POWERS OF THE ABYSS TO TEN HEAVENS AND EIGHT EARTHS. HE SHUT THEM UP INTO THIS COSMOS AND MADE IT A PRISON FOR ALL POWERS OF [SEXUAL] DARKNESS. IT WAS ALSO A PLACE OF [SEXLESS] PURIFICATION [PURGATORY] FOR THE SOUL SWALLOWED IN THEM. HE ESTABLISHED THE SUN AND MOON AND SET THEM HIGH TO [SEXLESSLY] PURIFY THE SOUL. DAILY THEY TOOK IN REFINED PARTS UP TO THEIR HEIGHT, YET HOWEVER THEY MIXED THE DREGS THEY COULDN'T MOVE THEM UP OR DOWN. THE WHOLE WORLD HALTS FOR A SEASON. A GREAT BUILDING IS BEING BUILT OUTSIDE THE WORLD. AS SOON AS THE WORKERS FINISH, THE COSMOS WILL DISSOLVE, CATCH FIRE, AND FLAME WILL MELT IT AWAY [1ST JOHN 2:15-17]. ALL LIFE, THE RELIC [AMULET] OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT WHEREVER IT IS, HE WILL TAKE TO HIMSELF AND THEN PROJECT A [SEXLESS] IMAGE. THE COUNSEL OF DEATH—IT IS ALL DARKNESS—WILL MEET AND CREATE A LIKENESS OF ITSELF AND THE RULER, BUT IN A FLASH THE LIVING SPIRIT COMES, SUCCORS THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT, AND WILL LOCK UP THE COUNSEL OF DEATH [JAMES 1:13-15] AND [SEXUAL] DARKNESS IN A HOUSE MADE TO HOLD THEM THERE FOREVER. THERE IS NO OTHER WAY TO FREEZE THE ENEMY. HE WON'T BE RECEIVED TO THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT, FOR HE IS A STRANGER, YET HE CAN'T BE LEFT IN HIS LAND OF [SEXUAL] DARKNESS. HE MUST NOT ENGAGE IN A WAR GREATER THAN THE FIRST ONE. A NEW AEON WILL BE BUILT IN THE PLACE OF THE COSMOS THAT WILL DISSOLVE. IN THE AEON THE POWERS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT MAY REIGN, SINCE THEY HAVE PERFORMED AND FULFILLED THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE WHOLE FATHER [STEPHEN], SUBDUED THE HATED OVER HIM FOREVER. THIS IS MANI'S [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE. LET US WORSHIP AND BLESS HIM [ACTS 7:42]. WHOEVER TRUSTS HIM WILL BE BLESSED AND LIVE WITH JUSTICE. GLORY AND VICTORY TO OUR LORD MANI [JOHN 10:34-35]. SPIRIT OF TRUTH FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. HE REVEALS TO US THE BEGINNING, THE MIDDLE, AND THE END. VICTORY TO THE SOUL OF THE BLESSED MARY, THEONA, PSHAIJMNOUTE.
SONG TO JESUS, 254: FERRY ME TO THE SUN
TAKE ME, FIRSTBORN. THE PATH OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT SPREADS BEFORE ME FROM MY OWN FIRST CITY. I LOOK FOR SOMEONE. THE DISSOLVING [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE SAVIOR COMES TO ME. O FIRST ONE, THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT OF THE VIRGIN TOUCHES ME, THE BRIGHTEST PICTURE OF TRUTH WITH HER THREE ANGELS WHO GIVE, GRACE. FIRSTBORN, THE PORTALS OF THE SKY FLY, OPEN BEFORE ME IN THE RAYS OF MY SAVIOR AND HIS PORTRAIT OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. I LEFT MY GARMENT ON THE EARTH. SENILE DISEASES WERE MINE. I DRESS IN THE DEATHLESS ROBE. FERRY ME TO THE SUN AND THE MOON. FERRY OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT AT PEACE OVER THREE EARTHS. FIRSTBORN, I AM A HOLY BRIDE IN HER CHAMBER OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT, RESTING. I KEEP MY VICTORY GIFT. I HAVE WORKED; IT IS GOOD. MY END IS HAPPY ETERNAL POSSESSION. O FIRSTBORN, GLORY AND CONQUEST FOR LORD MANI [JOHN 10:34-35], HIS HOLY ELECT, AND FOR BLESSED MARY'S SOUL. 
WANDERER SONG: YOU ARE A SPRING
YOU ARE A SPRING, JESUS. YOU COME FROM THE AEONS, KING. YOU ARE A SPRING OF LIVING WATER. THE [SEXLESS] MYSTERIES OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] YOU KNOW. YOU ARE THE CLOTHING OF THE AEONS, WHICH IS THE CHURCH'S ROBE. YOU ARE THE CANE OF THE KINGDOM. IT LEANS ON YOU. YOU ARE THE GATE OF THE LAND OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS YOUR GLORY. YOU ARE THE BLOSSOMING FRUIT OF THE IMPERISHABLE TREE. YOU ARE THE HOLY DOVE FLOATING OVER CLOUDS, WITH THE THREE-BRANCHED ANESH
IN HER MOUTH. JESUS, THE VIRGIN, THE MIND BECOME THE PERFECT CHURCH. THE TREE, THE FRUIT ARE GOOD AND SWEET. LOVE WEARS THE GARMENTS OF THE FAIR COMMANDMENT AND KNOWLEDGE. GRACE CIRCLES AROUND THE NAME OF JESUS [STEPHEN]. WHOEVER FINDS YOU IS BLESSED AND LUCKY. ONE WHO KNOWS DOES NOT TASTE DEATH 
BUT REPOSES IN LIFE FOREVER. GLORY AND HONOR JESUS, THE KING AND THE HOLY. VICTORY TO THE SOUL OF THE BLESSED MARY, THEONA. 
WANDERER SONG: O SOUL, SLEEPING
O SOUL, SLEEPING. YOU WHO SLEEP, YOU WHO DOZE, WAKE. SUN RISES ON YOU. MORNING IS THE TRUTH OF THE COMMANDMENTS THE DEAD, THE CORPSES HAVE RISEN. HERE IS THE HABITAT OF ROBBERS, THE HOUSE OF CARES AND SADNESSES. THEY ARE MERCILESS SCAVENGERS, HEARING NO CALL. THEY HAVE NO HEART FOR THE CONDEMNED DAMNED] THEY [SEXUALLY] FLATTER YOU [AT] THE TREE. THE GOOD MAN HAS COME JEWEL GARLAND, YOU. WANDERING SHEEP, YOUR SHEPHERD SEEKS YOU. NOBLE AND DESPISED, YOUR KING WANTS YOU. WHERE ARE YOUR ANGELIC CLOTHS, ROBES THAT DON'T AGE? WHERE ARE YOUR CHEERFUL WREATHES AND CROWNS THAT DON'T FALL? THE CLAY MOLD OF YOUR KIN, YOUR FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] SEAL? WHEN YOU WERE SAVED, YOUR FIRST JEWEL, YOUR MIND WAS COLLECTED, FAMILIAR, UNFAILING TO YOU. HOW MANY OF YOUR BLOOD HAS THE WORLD...FOR YOU? THE HUMBLE YOU HAVE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED AND THE GREAT YOU HAVE HUMBLED. YOU WERE NOT YET ASHAMED. FOREVER AND EVER THE BLESSED SOUL OF MARY. 
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HUYADAGMAN: PARADISE OF MONASTERIES
HOW GOOD FOR US TO HAVE KNOWN YOUR TEACHING! PLEASE HAVE MERCY ON US, GENEROUS RULER. THE MESSENGER OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HEALS SOULS, DRAWS JOY IN ALL OF US, AND CARRIES AWAY SORROW. LOFTY AND LIMITLESS, WHERE [SEXUAL] DARKNESS NEVER COMES, ALL THE MONASTERIES AND THE DWELLING PLACES ARE GREAT IN BEAUTY, FOR THEY ARE HAPPY IN THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT AND KNOW NO PAIN. THOSE WHO ENTER REMAIN FOREVER. NO BLOW OR TORTURE EVER REACHES THEM. THE CLOTHING THEY WEAR NO ONE MADE BY HAND. THEY SHINE WITH [SEXLESS] LIGHT, AND NO ANTS CRAWL IN THEM. THE GREEN WREATHES ON THEIR HEADS NEVER LOSE COLOR. THEIR BODIES ARE UNFAMILIAR WITH DEAD WEIGHT AND DON'T DROOP. THEIR LIMBS ARE NOT PARALYZED. HEAVY SLEEP NEVER OVERTAKES THEIR SOULS, AND DECEPTIVE [SEXUAL] DREAMS AND [SEXUAL] DELUSIONS [2ND THESSALONIANS 2:1-12] ARE UNKNOWN AMONG THEM. IN THAT LAND HUNGER AND ANGUISH ARE NOT KNOWN. THERE IS NO THIRST. THE WATERS OF ALL ITS LAKES GIVE OUT A WONDROUS [SEXLESS] FRAGRANCE EVERYWHERE. NO ONE KNOWS FLOODS AND DROWNING. THEIR WALK IS QUICKER BY FAR THAN LIGHTNING. IN THEIR BODIES THERE IS NO SICKNESS. THE [SEXUAL] ACTIONS OF ALL THE DARK POWERS LEAVE THEM COMPLETELY ALONE. FEAR AND HORROR DO NOT LIVE IN THOSE LANDS, NOR DOES DESTRUCTION. THE TREES DON'T SHAKE DOWN THEIR FRUIT. DECAY IS FOREIGN TO THEIR [SEXLESS] FRUIT. WITHIN AND OUTDOORS IT IS REPLETE WITH BRILLIANCE, THE GARDENS AROMATIC AND NO STRAY BRICKS OR THORNS. THOSE WHO ASCEND TO THOSE PRECINCTS AND HAVE [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE WILL EXTOL HIS MANIFESTATION. NO ONE SUFFERS A DARK SHADOW. ITS EARTH AND FACE ARE RADIANT. PRECIOUS FORMS ARE FREE FROM HURT. THEIR LIMBS DON'T BECOME FEEBLE WITH AGE. THEY ARE HAPPY. THEY SPEAK WELL. THEY REVERE [RESPECT] THE HIGH GENEROUS ONE [FATHER STEPHEN]. THERE IS GLAD SWEET SONG IN SPLENDID MONASTERIES. NO FEAR, NO DOGS HOWLING, NO BIRD SQUAWKING, NO [SEXUAL] CONFUSING EVIL AND DREADFUL SCREECHING. NOTHING COARSE IN THAT LAND. [SEXUAL] DARKNESS AND FOG HAVE NOT MARKED PURE [SEXLESS] PARADISE. THE SELF LIVES IN [SEXLESS] LIGHT. THE VIRTUES OF JOY, [SEXLESS] LOVE, AND BEAUTY ARE SHARED. NO LIVING BEING DIES.
PITS AND PRISONS
WHO WILL RELEASE ME FROM THE PITS AND PRISONS OF ASSEMBLED LUSTS THAT I LOATHE? WHO WILL TAKE ME OVER THE FLOODING SEA, THE MOUTHS OF CONFLICT THAT GIVE NO REST? WHO WILL SAVE ME FROM THE JAWS OF PITILESS BEASTS WHO DESTROY AND TERRIFY? WHO WILL LEAD ME BEYOND THE WALLS AND OVER THE MOATS THAT BOIL WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING FROM RAVAGING [SEXUAL] DEMONS? WHO WILL TAKE ME BEYOND REBIRTHS, AND FREE ME FROM THE WAVES WHICH GIVE NO PEACE? I WEEP FOR MY SOUL, SAYING, MAY I BE SAVED FROM THIS, FROM GROTESQUE BEASTS WHO EAT EACH OTHER! THE HUMAN BODY, BIRDS OF THE AIR, FISH OF THE OCEAN, QUADRUPEDS AND INSECTS, WHO WILL TAKE ME BEYOND THEM? WHO WILL SAVE ME SO I WON'T TURN AND PLUNGE INTO THOSE HELLS, SO I WON'T LIVE IN THEIR MUCK OR SUFFER REBIRTH DEVOID OF LIVING PLANTS? WHO WILL SAVE ME FROM THE SWALLOWING HEIGHT AND THE DEVOURING DEEPS OF HELL AND DISTRESS?
THE CALL
AND WHILE I WEPT ON THE GROUND, I HEARD THE [SEXLESS] VOICE OF THE BENEFICENT KING [THE SON JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD.
DELIVERANCE
I SHALL SAVE YOU FROM THE POWERS OF REVOLUTION WHO TERRIFY. I WILL RELEASE YOU FROM [SEXUAL] DECEPTION, A FIELD OF [SEXUAL] TURBULENCE, AND THE [SEXUAL] TORMENT OF DEATH. I WILL END THE FORCES THAT DESTROY. I WILL BAN SICKNESS, WHICH HAS DISMAYED YOU, AND DEATH. 
FROM THE HANDS OF HELL'S GUARDIANS
I WILL TAKE YOU FROM THE [SEXLESS] HANDS OF HELL'S GUARDIANS, WHO TREAT THE SPIRIT AND SOUL WITHOUT MERCY [JAMES 2:13]. 
PRIMEVAL CALM OF NEW LAND
I WILL TAKE YOU EAGERLY, AND WE'LL SOAR ON WINGS HIGH OVER DARK POWERS AND RECALCITRANT [OBSTINATE] PRINCES. I WILL TAKE YOU INTO THE PRIMEVAL CALM OF NEW LAND, THE NEW [SEXLESS] PARADISE, AND WILL SHOW YOU 
THE DESIGN OF THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] BEING. YOU WILL KNOW JOY AND PRAISE, GO BEYOND PAIN, AND IN LUMINOUS DRESS YOU WILL GIRD ON LIGHT. ON YOUR HEAD IS YOUR DIADEM OF AUTHORITY. SPIRIT SPOKE AND BUILT ON THAT STRUCTURE THE VAST FORTRESS OF THE NOBLE EMPEROR. THE PRIMEVAL FIRSTBORN MERITS A PALACE AS HIS DOMINION. THE FIRST HUMAN CLOTHES HIMSELF IN GLADNESS AND BINDS ON THE DIADEM OF SOVEREIGNTY. ON HIS FRIENDS HE BINDS THE DIADEM AND CLOTHES THEIR BODIES IN THE GARMENT OF GLADNESS. AND THOSE, FAITHFUL ELECT HE CLOTHES IN PRAISE, BINDS THE DIADEM ON THEM. THEY REIGN HAPPILY, AS ONCE THEY WERE IN SHACKLES JUST FOR THEIR NAME AND WERE HORRIBLY PUNISHED BY ENEMIES. THEIR VICTORY WAS THEIR RETURN FROM HELL. THEIR ENEMIES ARE SUBDUED, AND BEFORE THEM CLIFFS! ON THAT DAY WHEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] REVEALS HIS FORM, THE CARING FATHER [STEPHEN], LORD OF THE AEONS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT, HE WILL SHOW HIS ILLUMINATED SHAPE. IT'S A GLORIOUS BRIGHT FORM TO ALL THE GODS WHO WILL LIVE THERE. 
ANGAD ROSNAN: THE SHIP OF GOD
DEEP COMPANION OF THE BEINGS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT! IN YOUR MERCY, GIVE ME YOUR STRENGTH AND HELP ME WITH YOUR OWN HAND. DRESS MY SOUL, O LORD, AND SPEAK TO ME. HELP ME WHEN ENEMIES CLOSE IN. THEIR [SEXUALLY] DECEITFUL BODY WOULD RAVAGE AND TORTURE ME. BENEFICENT FRIEND, FREE ME. MY SOUL IS CRYING IN MY BODY AT EVERY BLOW AND DAGGER STAB. MY HOUR OF LIFE AND THIS FORM IN FLESH IS OVER, AND ALL ITS DAYS OF TURBULENCE. MY HOUR TUMBLED ABOUT AS ON TROUBLED WATER, PAIN AFTER PAIN RAVAGING MY INNER PLACE. I WALKED IN ANGUISH, FIRE AT MY ANKLES, FOG A SMOKE IN MY FACE. SPRINGS OF [SEXUAL] DARKNESS OPENED, AND THE GIANT FISHES TRANSFIXED ME WITH FEAR. MY SOUL FAINTED BEFORE THOSE DREADFUL FORMS, HIDEOUS TO LOOK AT. THEIR BODIES LACK A HUMAN SHAPE. THESE ARE THE [SEXUAL] DEMONS, THE BANISHED PRINCES, TRANSFIXING ME WITH TERROR. THEIR FURY ASSEMBLED LIKE SEA BODIES OF FIRE. THEY ROSE TO DROWN ME. IN EVERY NEIGHBORHOOD THERE WERE STORM WINDS. RAIN, THE MIST OF ALL FOGS, LIGHTNING AND DRUMS OF THUNDER, SHORES OF CLOUDS, HAIL, CRASHING SEA. THE SKIFF ROSE OVER THE CREST OF WAVE AND GLIDED INTO A HIDDEN TROUGH. ALL THE CLAMPS GOT LOOSE, IRON RIVETS FELL OUT. WITH THE DROWNINGS THE SAILS SWALLOWED WATER, AND THE MASTS SHOOK TOGETHER IN THE TURMOIL. THE RUDDERS DROPPED INTO THE SEA. THOSE LEFT ON BOARD TURNED TO STONE. THE HELMSMEN AND HIS PILOTS WAILED BITTERLY AT THE TOP OF THEIR LUNGS. 
THE COMETS QUIVERED
REDEMPTION BECAME A HABIT. FROM EVERY SOURCE THE WIND BLEW THE PRISON LOCKS LOOSE. STARS WHIRLED WILDLY ABOUT, PLANETS FELL OUT OF ORBIT. THE EARTH SHUDDERED, AS DID MY FOUNDATION. LOFTY HEAVENS SANK. MY VEINS WERE ALL THE RIVERS THAT DRIED IN MY BODY. MY LIMBS NO LONGER WERE CONNECTED AND BROKE, WONDERING IF THEY EXISTED. I COULD NO LONGER COUNT MY DAYS AND MONTHS. THE WHEEL OF THE ZODIAC LOST ITS COURSE. THE SEAL OF MY FEET AND JOINTS OF MY TOES, EVERY LINK OF MY SOUL'S LIFE WAS LOOSENED. EACH JOINT OF MY HANDS AND FINGERS WAS LOOSENED AND ITS SEAL TAKEN OFF. THEIR MEATY LIFE GREW FEEBLE. MY LIMBS FELL COLD. MY KNEES FROZE TOGETHER IN FEAR. IN MY LEGS THE STRENGTH WAS STRUCK AND DRAINED AWAY. 
MY LIMBS COLLAPSED, MY SOUL MOANED
WHEN I SAW THE DARK, THE STRENGTH IN MY LIMBS COLLAPSED, AND MY SOUL MOANED AT ALL ITS OPPOSING FORMS. WHO WILL SAVE ME? WHO WILL SAVE ME; MAKE A NEW WAY? WHO WILL SET ME STRAIGHT ON THAT WAY? WHO WILL RIP OFF THIS BODY? WHO WILL RIP OFF THIS BODY AND DRESS ME IN A NEW ONE? AFTER I SPOKE WITH TREMBLING SOUL, I SAW THE SAVIOR. AFTER I SPOKE WITH TREMBLING SOUL, I SAW THE SAVIOR AND SAW HIS HELMSMEN, WHO CAME DOWN TO DRESS MY SOUL. I RAISED MY EYES THAT WAY AND SAW DEATHS HIDDEN BY THE ENVOY. HURT WAS REMOTE. SO TOO SICKNESS AND DISTRESS. THEIR VISION LEFT, THEIR [SEXUAL] DARKNESS FLED. EVERYTHING WAS HOLY AND UNSURPASSED. LIGHT SHONE ELATING AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVELY, SWELLING MY MIND WITH GLADNESS. 
HE SPOKE TO ME THROUGH JOY
HE SPOKE TO ME THROUGH JOY, LIFTING MY SOUL FROM HELL. HE SAID, COME, SPIRIT, AND DON'T FEAR. I AM YOUR MIND, YOUR HOPE. YOU ARE THE GARMENT OF MY BODY, WHICH DISMAYED THE POWERS OF [SEXUAL] DARKNESS. I AM YOUR PRIMEVAL [SEXLESS] LIGHT, YOUR GREAT MIND AND TOTAL HOPE. YOU ARE MY WORD, MY PANOPLY OF WAR, SAVING ME FROM STRUGGLE WITH SINNERS. I WILL RELEASE YOU FROM DUNGEONS, CARRY YOU FAR FROM YOUR WOUNDS. I WILL LEAD YOU FROM PHYSICAL TORMENT. YOU WILL NOT FEAR ENCOUNTER. FIRST HUMAN, YOU WILL HAVE THE PORTALS OF HEAVEN [ACTS 7:37-38, 55-56]. BELOVED! BEAUTY OF MY BRIGHT [SEXLESS] NATURE! FROM [SEXUAL] FILTH AND [SEXUAL] CORROSION, I WILL [SEXLESSLY] CLEANSE YOU THROUGH PERFECT LIGHT. YOU ARE MY BELOVED, THE [SEXLESS] LOVE IN MY LIMBS, AND I AM THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT OF YOUR WHOLE STRUCTURE, YOUR SOUL AND BASE OF BEING. FROM THE HOLINESS OF MY LIMBS YOU DESCENDED IN THE BEGINNING INTO DARK PLACES AND BECAME THEIR [SEXLESS] LIGHT. FOR YOUR SAKE THE GODS WENT DOWN AND BECAME APPARENT AND SLAUGHTERED DEATH AND [SEXUAL] DARKNESS. FIRST HUMAN, I SHALL OPEN BEFORE YOU THE PORTALS OF HEAVEN [ACTS 7:37-38, 55-56]. FEAR AND DEATH WILL NOT TRAIL YOU. THEY WILL NOT RAVAGE YOU WITH PAIN AND WRETCHEDNESS. NO, YOU WILL REST IN THE LOFTY PRECINCTS OF SALVATION, HERE WITH THE GODS AND THOSE WHO LIVE IN PLACID QUIET. 
LET THERE BE NO [SEXUAL] DESIRE & MY SOUL IS [SEXLESSLY] SAVED
COME, SPIRIT. DEATH HAS FALLEN, AND SICKNESS FLED AWAY. LET THERE BE NO [SEXUAL] DESIRE FOR THE HOUSE OF AFFLICTION, WHICH IS WHOLLY DESTRUCTION AND ANGUISHING DEATH. YOU WERE CAST OUT FROM YOUR NATIVE ABODE. YOU SUFFERED IN HELL. COME NEARER IN GLADNESS. DON'T TURN BACK TO REGARD THE SHAPES OF THE BODIES. SEE, THEY RETURN THROUGH EVERY REBIRTH, AND THROUGH EVERY AGONY AND EVERY CHOKING PRISON WHERE THEY BURN AND SIGH. COME NEARER. DON'T BE FOND OF PERISHING BEAUTY IN ANY OF ITS FORMS. IT FALLS AND MELTS LIKE SNOW IN SUNSHINE. THE BEAUTIFUL DOESN'T ABIDE. IT WITHERS AND FADES LIKE A BROKEN ROSE THAT DRIES IN THE SUN, ITS GRACE DESTROYED. PRINCES AND DEAD SOULS LIE SHACKLED IN THE TOMB WHERE ALL IS BLACKNESS. MY SOUL IS SAVED. I AM DRESSED IN LIGHT.
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MY BUDDHA MANI
O TEACHER OF THE ORIGINAL DOCTRINE OF THE NOBLE JESUS! WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP AND REVERE YOU. O MY RESPECTED AND FAMOUS FATHER [STEPHEN], MY BUDDHA MANI! WE ARE HERE ALONE TO WORSHIP YOU FROM OUR HEART OF HUMILITY. BE OUR HOPE AND REFUGE AND RECEIVE THE WORSHIP OF EACH ONE OF US. BEFORE YOU WE BOW WITH INTERNAL FAITH. MAY EACH OF OUR PRAYERS BE [SEXLESSLY] PURE. YOU TOLD US THE CONSEQUENCES OF [SEXUAL] EVIL...YOU BLOCKED THE ROAD TO HELL...PREACHING GOOD [SEXLESS] LAWS...YOU RESCUED EIGHT KINDS OF SUFFERING BEINGS IN POISONOUS SAVAGE ANIMALS UNENDINGLY SUBMERGED IN THE DUST OF FORGETTING REBIRTHS AND IN A STATE OF POISONOUS SAVAGE ANIMALS, THEY WERE ALWAYS MAD. WHEN THE [SEXUAL] PASSION OF GREED [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10] POISONED THEM AND THEY WERE DYING, YOU PREPARED A MEDICINE FOR THEM FROM THE HERB OF MEDITATION. 
YOU FREED FROM IGNORANCE AND GAVE WISDOM
THEY RAVED IN THE [SEXUAL] PASSION OF ANGER; THEY LACKED SENSE OR COHERENT THOUGHT AND YOU ASSEMBLED THEIR THOUGHTS, AND SO, THEY UNDERSTOOD THEIR ORIGIN IN THE REALM OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. THOSE LIVING BEINGS IN THE FIVE STATES OF EXISTENCE YOU FREED FROM IGNORANCE AND GAVE THEM WISDOM, LEADING THEM TO PARINIRVANA [FINAL PARADISE]. MANY DIFFERING [SEXUAL] PASSIONS—HATRED AND BITTERNESS—TROUBLED THESE THINKING BEINGS AND SCATTERED THEIR THOUGHT, BUT HOLY FATHER [STEPHEN], WHEN YOU DESCENDED FROM THE SKY, THE FAMILIES OF ALL THINKING BEINGS REACHED THE PEACE OF NIRVANA [PARADISE].
YOU RESCUED FROM SAMSARA
WE WHO ARE [SEXUALLY] MISERABLE AND WITH NO HOPE WOULD HAVE STAYED IN THE TORTURE OF SAMSARA, NOT FINDING THE END OF YOUR PATH. YOU SET UP THE LADDER OF WISDOM, YOU LET US SUPERSEDE THE FIVE FORMS OF BEING, AND YOU DELIVERED US. WE WHO WERE FETTERED IN SUFFERING WERE RESCUED FROM REBIRTH TO SEE THE BUDDHA-LIKE SUN GOD WHO IS LIKE YOU. FOR THOSE TIED TO TRANSITORY [SEXLESS] PLEASURE, YOU PREACHED THE TRUE [SEXLESS] LAW. YOU CARRIED THEM ACROSS THE SEA OF SUFFERING TO THE GOOD NIRVANA. FOR THOSE TIED TO THE ROOT OF ATTACHMENT TO THE WORLD, YOU REVEALED THE ROAD TO THE REALM OF THE BUDDHAS, YOU RAISED A SUMERU MOUNTAIN OF VIRTUE, YOU LET THEM FIND ENDLESS HAPPINESS. FOR THOSE PLUNGED IN THE WATER OF PRIDE, YOU SHOWED THE BRIDGE OF THE TRUE [SEXLESS] LAW. YOU TOOK UNDERSTANDING OF THE GOOD [SEXLESS] LAW INTO THEIR HEARTS. YOU ENTRUSTED THEM TO THE HOLY ASSEMBLY. FOR THOSE CONFUSED BY THE SIX ORGANS OF PERCEPTION YOU SHOWED THE RISING AND FALLING STATES OF BEING. YOU REVEALED WHAT IS THE SUFFERING OF THOSE IN THE AVICI, THE DEEPEST BUDDHIST HELL. YOU LET THEM BE REBORN IN THE BLESSED FIVEFOLD HEAVEN OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. LOOK FOR THE WAYS OF SALVATION, YOU CROSSED LANDS GOING TO EVERY SIDE. WHEN YOU FOUND HUMANS NEEDING SALVATION, YOU RESCUED ALL. 
YOU PREACHED THE [SEXLESS] JEWEL OF THE GOSPEL
TO THOSE LIKE US WHO WERE LAZY, YOU PREACHED DETAILS OF THE [SEXLESS] JEWEL OF THE GOSPEL BOOK. WE COME ON THE WAYS OF FREEDOM AND SALVATION WHEN WE KNOW THEM IN THE BOOK. IF YOU HADN'T PREACHED THE PURE [SEXLESS] LAW SO FULLY, WOULDN'T THE WORLD AND ITS THINKING BEINGS HAVE COME TO AN END BY NOW? AFTER THE FOUR BUDDHAS YOU WENT DOWN AND ATTAINED TRULY INCOMPARABLE BUDDHAHOOD. YOU SAVED THOUSANDS AND SAVED THEM FROM DARK HELL. YOU PURGED THEM OF MASTERLY CUNNING AND [SEXUAL] DECEPTION AND CAUSED THEM TO HELP OTHERS. YOU WERE A GUIDE LEADING THOSE IN [SEXUAL] ERROR. YOU SAVED THEM FROM THE [SEXUAL] CLAWS OF EVIL MARA. YOU RESCUED THE MALEVOLENT, YOU HEALED THE BLIND, YOU CAUSED THEM TO DO WORKS OF HONOR, YOU SHOWED THEM THE RIGHT PATH TO THE LAND OF THE GODS, YOU, WERE BORN THE HOPE AND REFUGE OF THE WORLD. YOU TAUGHT THE SEVEN PRECIOUS BOOKS AND HELD BACK THOSE ABOUT TO JOIN EVIL.
YOU DO GOOD TO ALL
WALKING ON FOOT AND CALLING YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], PRAISING YOU WITH THEIR TONGUES, THEY WOULD ALL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE SAME AS CHILDREN WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEIR MOTHERS AND FATHERS. HUGGING THEM WITH YOUR COMPASSIONATE HEART, YOU BROUGHT THEM GREAT HELP AND PROSPERITY. NOT DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN RELATIVE AND STRANGER, YOU MADE THEM YOURS. YOU COUNSELED NUMBERLESS PEOPLE. WITH YOUR HEART YOU DO GOOD TO ALL, AND THROUGH YOUR GOOD THE AFFLICTED OVERCOME THEIR SORROW. YOU BROUGHT THEM GREAT HELP AND PROSPERITY IN THIS WAY ALWAYS. BECAUSE OF YOUR VIRTUE YOU COME INTO FULL BUDDHAHOOD. THROUGH YOUR INSUPERABLE TONGUE AND GENEROSITY, YOU GAVE THE [SEXLESS] JEWEL OF THE GOOD [SEXLESS] LAW TO US THE [SEXUALLY] MISERABLE. THE FAMILIES OF THE LIVING LOST THEIR MINDS THROUGH THEIR DARK [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, YET THEY WERE REBORN. 
YOU EMBRACE EVERYONE
THROUGH YOUR GREAT AND COMPASSIONATE HEART, YOU PUT YOUR ARMS AROUND EVERYONE AND RESCUED THEM FROM THE CYCLE OF REBIRTH, SAVING THEM FROM SAMSARA. THE BLESSED OF PURE HEART SLOWLY CAME UPON INSIGHT, OVERCAME MALEVOLENCE, AND CAME TO THE STATUE OF THE ARHATS. BUT [SEXUAL] PLEASURE, TYING THEM TO THE WORLD, GAVE THEM MASTERY OF CUNNING AND TRICKERY. YOU BROUGHT THEM HELP AND PROSPERITY. FOR THOSE WHO FORGOT THEIR ORIGIN, YOU REVEALED WHO YOU ARE, CHANGING YOUR FORM. WHEN ALL LIVING BEINGS SAW YOUR REVELATION, THEY WERE INSPIRED AND [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED ONLY TO ESCAPE FROM THE SUFFERING OF CYCLICAL SAMSARA. TO CHILDREN YOU CAME IN A BENEVOLENT FORM AND TURNED THEM FROM [SEXUAL] EVIL AND [SEXUAL] LOVE OF THE WORLD, TO WHICH THEY HAD SUCCUMBED. BEFORE THE BLUE SKY OF THE WHOLE KINGDOM YOU WERE BORN AS THE BUDDHA GOD OF TEACHERS. 
KNOWLEDGE SHINES, COMPASSION GROWS
ON SEEING YOU, THE LIVING, WERE HAPPY AND WITH FIRM MINDS NO LONGER DOUBTED. THEY OBEYED YOUR COMMANDMENTS. THEIR GOOD THOUGHTS INCREASED EVERY DAY AND SHONE LIKE THE SUN GOD. THE KNOWLEDGE OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT SHONE. IN THEIR HEARTS COMPASSION GREW. THEY OBEYED THE COMMANDMENT TO BE SINLESS [1ST JOHN 3:9] AND ESCAPED THE UNENDING BURNING FIRES OF HELL. THEY TRIED TO KEEP THE TRUE [SEXLESS] LAW, OBSERVE THE TRUE COMMANDMENT, AND NOT FALL INTO IMPURE [SEXUAL] SIN. AFTER KNOWING THE TRANSIENCE OF THE BODY, THEY LEFT THEIR HOUSES AND HOMES. FOLLOWING THE GOOD [SEXLESS] LAW, THEY WERE PURE IN BODY. THEY MADE EVERY EFFORT TO FOLLOW PURE [SEXLESS] LAWS AND AVOID THE DANGEROUS PLACES. TO BE REBORN IN THE PALACE OF IMMORTALITY, THEY OBSERVED THE COMMANDMENT TO BE [SEXLESSLY] PURE IN MOUTH. THEY PRAYED FOR BLESSING AND TO WALK ALONG THE ROAD OF BLESSING AND ESCAPE TERRIBLE SAMSARA. THEY FOLLOWED THE COMMANDMENT OF BLESSED POVERTY. IN FEAR OF THE PERCEIVED TRANSITORY DOCTRINES AND OF THE THREE [SEXUAL] EVIL WAYS, THEY FOLLOWED THE THREE SEALS TO BE REBORN IN THE HIGHEST PLACE.
GATHER, MEDITATE, SING
YOU AGREED TO COMMAND THEM, TO PRAISE AND SING SONGS, TO REPEAL THEIR [SEXUAL] EVIL, TO GATHER AND MEDITATE. THE LIVING HAD BEEN [SEXUALLY] CONFUSED, BUT WHEN THEY HEARD YOUR COMMAND, THEIR VIRTUE WAS A TEEMING STREAM AND RIVER, AND THEY WERE REBORN IN THE LAND OF THE BUDDHAS. OTHER UNWORLDLY PEOPLE WALKED IN [SEXLESSLY] PURE PATHS AND MEDITATED AND WERE REBORN IN THE PALACE OF IMMORTALITY. WE BOW OUR HEADS AND WE WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, OUR [MOST] HIGHEST GOD [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]. MAY THE LIVING ON EARTH BE FOREVER REBORN IN NIRVANA! WE WORSHIP. OUR HEART IS STEADY. MAY ALL THE LIVING ON EARTH ESCAPE [SEXUAL] DANGERS. MAY THEY FIND THE PEACE OF NIRVANA. SO, THROUGH THE VIRTUE OF OUR PRAISE AND WORSHIP MAY ALL HOLY FORCES OF THE GODS ABOVE AND BELOW AND OF THE DIVERSE SPIRITS BE MAGNIFIED.
ISLAMIC [A BRANCH OFF FROM CHRISTIANITY] MYSTICAL [RELIGIOUS ECSTASIES] HOLY SCRIPTURE
THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON THE MOTHER OF BOOKS
THE ESSENTIAL MYSTERY
JABIR ROSE TO HIS FEET, SAYING, "MY LORD, TELL ME THE MEANING OF THE HOLY PHRASE, BISMILLAH AL-RAHMAN AL-RAHIM. THESE WORDS MEANING 'IN THE NAME OF ALLAH [‘ALAH---THIS IS THE ISLAMIC DIVINE GOD THAT IS ALLOWED TO BE WORSHIPPED IN THE HOLY BIBLICAL LAW, THE HOST OF HEAVEN BECAUSE OF SEX & IDOLATRY-TO GO UP, MADE HIGHER OR ASCEND] IS IN EXODUS 18:12; LEVITICUS 1:3; 6:8-13; PSALMS 51:19 & HEBREWS 6:2-3, 5], THE COMPASSIONATE, THE MERCIFUL' BEGIN EACH CHAPTER OF THE QUR'AN. AND MANY RECITE THEM BEFORE DOING ANYTHING. ALL KNOW THEM AS THE ESSENTIAL MYSTERY." BAQIR SAID, "THEY ARE FROM THE HIGH KING, WHO IS GOD. HE WROTE THEM AS THE LOFTIEST LINE ON EARTH: SEVEN AND TWELVE PARTS THE KING MADE FOR HIMSELF. OVERHEAD HE MADE A SEA OF A THOUSAND COLORS AND BELOW ANOTHER SEA NAMED GODLINESS. BETWEEN THE SEAS THE KING PLACED SEVEN AND TWELVE DEATHLESS UNCREATED LIGHTS, HIS EARS AND EYES. AS WRITTEN IN THE QUR'AN, 'HE LET TWO GREAT BODIES OF WATER FLOW. THEY MEET WITH A BARRIER TO HALT THEIR COMMINGLING." JABIR, THE LARGE BODIES OF WATER ARE TWO SEAS, THE BARRIER IS THE KING, THEIR PEARLS AND CORAL ARE THE NAQIB AND NAJIB ANGELS. THEY ARE DAZZLING LIGHTS AND LAMPS JOINING REALMS TO BELIEVERS' HEARTS. BY THE [MOST] HIGHEST GOD [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD], HERE IS [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE FLOWING FROM PARADISE TO PARADISE AND HELL TO HELL, AND NOTHING HAS BEEN WRITTEN OF THESE EVENTS. 
THE SEVEN AND TWELVE, [SEXLESSLY] LIGHT OUR FORM AND BODY
"JABIR, THE SEVEN AND TWELVE ALSO [SEXLESSLY] LIGHT OUR FORM AND BODY. SO, THE BRAIN IS THE WHITE SEA, AND THE SPIRIT OF SPEECH IS THE HIGH KING FOUND IN THE MEDULLA. TWO EYES, TWO EARS, TWO NOSTRILS, AND THE MOUTH ARE SEVEN PARTS OF THE HIGH KING. TWO HANDS WITH TEN FINGERS ARE THE TWELVE PARTS DIVIDING THE WHITE SEA AND REMOTE ETERNAL SPHERE. AND IN THAT SPHERE IS THE HIGH KING'S CANOPY OVER OUR HEADS. "THE SPHERE IS THE GREAT SPIRIT OF A THOUSAND COLORS. THE BRAIN IS THE WHITE EARTH OVER SEVEN SKIES AS THE WHITE SEA LIES OVER SEVEN REALMS OF A HEAVENLY PALACE. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'A REVELATION FROM HIM WHO CREATED THE EARTH AND HEAVEN. THE MERCIFUL ONE SAT ON THE THRONE POSSESSING ALL IN THE SKIES, ON EARTH, AND IN BETWEEN AND UNDERGROUND.' GOD IS ON THE WHITE SEA AS THE HIGH KING'S THRONE—HE IS ALL POWERFUL! "HE MADE THE HOURIS, CASTLES, TORCHES, LIGHTS, AND YOUNG MEN OF ETERNAL YOUTH, HIS PEARLS SCATTERED ON THE EARTH. JABIR, “BISMILLAH AL-RAHMAN AL-RAHIM” AT THE BEGINNING OF THE QUR'AN IS THE HOLY PALACE. BA AND SIN AND MIM AND THE DOT UNDER THE BA ARE FOUR ANGELS. IN OUR TONGUE THEY ARE SALMAN, MIQDAD, ABU ZARR, AND AMMAN, TWO LAMS AND HA DESCRIBE THREE OTHER ANGELS: KOMAYL, ABU HORAYRA, AND JONDOB, AND ALIF IN THE MIDDLE OF SEVEN LETTERS IS THE HIGH KING. HE IS ALL POWERFUL!
OUR FEATURES ALSO REFLECT BISMILLAH'S LETTERS
"OUR HUMAN FEATURES WERE CREATED TO PROVE THIS MYSTERY. THE RIGHT EAR, EYE, NOSTRIL, AND LANGUAGE REFLECT
BA AND SIN AND MIM, AND LANGUAGE IS THE DOT UNDER THE BA. THE LEFT EAR, EYE, AND NOSTRIL BECOME LAMS AND MIM AND HA. THE HOLY SPIRIT OF LIFE ON THE FOREHEAD IS THE SIGN AND PROOF OF ALIF IN THE MIDDLE, AND THESE PARTS FIGURED ON OUR HEAD ARE THE SPIRIT'S [SEXLESS] TOOLS. THE EARS ARE SET AT BOTH SIDES FOR ETERNITY. QUICKER THAN A WINK THEY INFORM LIFE SPIRIT. THE EYES, NOSE, AND MOUTH ARE SET SO SALMAN, MIQDAD, AMMAR, ABU ZARR, JONDOB, ABU HORAYRA, AND KOMAYL OBEY THE HIGH KING. THEY REMAIN HIS SUBJECTS, GIRDED BEFORE HIM. THEY ARE CARRYING HIS THRONE.
BISMILLAH ALSO MEANS GOD'S THRONE AND GREATNESS
"JABIR, BISMILLAH AL-RAHMAN AL-RAHIM IS GREATER THAN PEOPLE SAY. A MERE HEART CANNOT IMAGINE GOD'S NAME AND HIS THRONE AND THE GODHEAD. HERE WE HAVE THE HIGH KING'S COMPLETE MAGNIFICENCE. AND SO, HIS SEVEN AND TWELVE ATTRIBUTES APPEAR IN THE LETTERS AND THEY ARE ALSO CONCEALED INSIDE THEM. "THE TWENTY-EIGHT LIGHTS OF THE NAJIB ANGELS AND LIGHT OF FOUR ANGELS GIVE LIFE TO HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND ALSO SLIP IT AWAY FROM THEM. THEY HIDE IN THE CLOTHING OF THE TWELVE LETTERS THAT MAKE UP AL-RAHMAN AL-RAHIM, AND BISMILLAH IS THE THRONE OF GOD." THE REVEALER OF [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE SAID, "THIS WORD AND IMAGE IS WRITTEN ON A SILVER TABLET: BISMILLAH AL-RAHMAN AL-RAHIM" 
BISMILLAH'S NINETEEN LETTERS
JABIR SAID, "BE VISIBLE TO YOUR WEAK SERVANT, LORD. LET THOUSANDS OF LIVES AND THEIR POSSESSIONS BE SACRIFICED, ALL FOR THE [SEXLESS] LIFE OF THE LORD." THE REVEALER OF [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE ANSWERED HIM, "I MUST SAVE YOUR LIFE. BE CAREFUL, JABIR. BISMILLAH STANDS FOR THE MOST REMOTE REALM, AND AL-RAHMAN AL-RAHIM IS THE WHITE SPHERE. BISMILLAH HAS NINETEEN LETTERS: BA TWO, SIN THREE, MIM THREE, ALIF THREE, AND LAM THREE, SECOND LAM THREE, HA TWO. NINETEEN LETTERS.
THE SEVEN AND THE TWELVE AS [PROPHET] MUHAMMAD AND HIS FAMILY
"THE SEVEN ARE PARTS OF THE HIGH KING: MUHAMMAD, ALI, FATIMA, HASAN, HUSAYN, ABDALLAH, AND ABU TALIB. THERE IS NOTHING ABOVE OR BESIDE THE SEVEN. WITH A HUNDRED THOUSAND LIGHTS AND SPARKS AND THE GLOW OF EVERY COLOR AND TYPE, THE SEVEN APPEAR IN THE WHITE SEA. THE OTHER TWELVE ARE TWELVE LIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE 
OF THE HOUSE, LINED IN A ROW AS INCOMPARABLE MEMBERS OF THIS REALM. 'GOD COMMANDS THE HOSTS OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. HE IS ALMIGHTY AND WISE.' 
THE SEVEN AND THE TWELVE AS HEAVENLY FEATURES
"THE SEVEN AND THE TWELVE, LIE HIDDEN IN THE RAIMENT OF THE SEVEN ANGELS, SIGNIFYING THE SEVEN LETTERS OF THE BISMILLAH, NAMELY, SALMAN, MIQDAD, ABU ZARR, AMMAR, ABU HORAYRA, JONDOB, AND KOMAYL. THE SEVEN MANTLES AND CURTAINS COME FROM THE SEVEN AND TWELVE IN THE SAME WAY THAT BISMILLAH IS THE SEVEN AND THE TWELVE. SEVEN AND TWELVE SECRET LETTERS LIE HIDDEN DEEP IN THE SEVEN, AND FROM EAST TO WEST IN THE WORLD, NO ONE IS RELIABLE BUT THE READER OF THIS BOOK OR SOMEONE WHO HAS LEARNED BY HEARING WORDS SPOKEN BY THE BELIEVERS. "AL-RAHMAN AL-RAHIM IS THE TWELVE NAQIB OF THE WHITE SEA, AND THEIR RAIMENT CONCEALS TWENTY-EIGHT NAJIB AND FOUR FAMILIAR ANGELS. THEY ARE HIDDEN, BUT IF YOU ADD THE LETTERS OF AL-RAHMAN AL-RAHIM YOU COME UP WITH THE THIRTY-FOUR LETTERS: TWENTY-EIGHT NAJIB, THE TWO YATIM, AND FOUR FAMILIAR ANGELS. "THE TWELVE HIDDEN LETTERS ARE BISMILLAH AS BISMILLAH IS AL-RAHMAN AL-RAHIM. THE MOST REMOTE REALM IS THE HIGH KING'S CANOPY OVER THE WHITE SEA, AND THE TWELVE NAQIB, SPECIAL BEINGS BEFORE THE HIGH KING, CARRY THE WHITE SEA. THE HIGH ONE SAYS, 'EACH DAY THE EIGHT IN THE SKY CARRY THE LORD'S THRONE.' THE TWENTY-FOUR POSTS OF GOD'S THRONE ARE THE TWELVE NAQIB, THE SEVEN ANGELS OF THE THRONE, AND FIVE SPECIAL BEINGS FROM MUHAMMAD TO ABU TALIB ARE TWO GROUPS OF SEVEN. 
THE BODY AS A MICROCOSM OF THE UNIVERSE
'"AND WE TOLD SEVEN STORIES AND CITED FROM THE POWERFUL QUR'AN.' 'WE' ARE THE TWELVE, THE PEOPLE OF THE HOUSE AFTER THE SEVEN ANGELS OF THE THRONE. SEVEN AND TWELVE. IT IS WRITTEN, 'GOD CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH IN SIX DAYS [THE SEXLESS HARMONY OF TRUE PARADISE OF THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE [PROVERBS 8:22-29] BEGAN IN THE ULTIMATE NEW BEGINNING WITH THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH DOING HIS GLORIOUS DEEDS OF UNIVERSAL CREATION FROM SUNDAY THE 1ST DAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/SUNDAY NIGHT THE 1ST NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT AT 12:00PM-15:00PM ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/24:00AM-3:00AM ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT TO ULTIMATE NEW ENDING ON FRIDAY THE 6TH DAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/FRIDAY NIGHT THE 6TH NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT AT 12:00PM-15:00PM ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/24:00AM-3:00AM ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT IN GENESIS 1:1-31, THAT SEXLESSLY DESCENDED DOWN IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE [PROVERBS 8:30-31] IN THE ULTIMATE NEW BEGINNING OF SATURDAY THE 7TH DAY AT 3:00AM-12:00PM ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/SATURDAY NIGHT THE 7TH NIGHT AT 15:00PM-24:00AM ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT IN GENESIS 2:1-25 TO THE 1ST FORMER SEXUAL UNIVERSE [PROVERBS 8:30-31] IN THE ULTIMATE OLD ENDING OF THE 7TH DAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/7TH NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT AT 12:00PM-15:00PM THE ETERNAL CREATURES WITH JESUS THE ROMAN IN THE ANCIENT MANUSCRIPT CALLED GINZA IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 ARE CLUSTERED FUCKED-UP IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 1ST FORMER SEXUAL UNIVERSE ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT BY 15:00PM IN PALESTINE IN JERUSALEM, ISRAEL ON SATURDAY, EXCEPT THE TRUE LORD ENOCH HIMSELF WITH THE TRUE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH & THE LADY VICTORIA HERSELF HAS ALWAYS BEEN IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE, NOT IN ETERNAL BIRTH WITH THE TREE OF LIFE IN ROMANS 1:20 IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE BURNING BUSH IN THE INFINITE NUMBER, BUT IN ETERNAL DEATH IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 & BEING CAST OUT FROM THE GARDEN OF EDEN BECAUSE OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD & EVIL IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23] ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/24:00AM-3:00AM ALL THE ETERNAL CREATURES WITH JESUS THE BRIT IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 ARE CLUSTERED FUCKED-UP IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 1ST FORMER SEXUAL UNIVERSE ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT BY 3:00AM IN THE USA IN FLORENCE, SC ON SATURDAY, EXCEPT THE TRUE LORD ENOCH HIMSELF WITH THE TRUE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH & THE LADY VICTORIA HERSELF HAS ALWAYS BEEN IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE, NOT IN ETERNAL BIRTH WITH THE TREE OF LIFE IN ROMANS 1:20 IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE BURNING BUSH IN THE INFINITE NUMBER, BUT IN ETERNAL DEATH IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 & BEING CAST OUT FROM THE GARDEN OF EDEN BECAUSE OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD & EVIL IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23] ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT IN GENESIS 3:1-11:32 & THE RENEWED 1ST FORMER SEXLESS UNIVERSE [REVELATION 21:1-22:21] TO BECOME ONCE AGAIN [REVELATION 11:15-19] THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE [REVELATION 4:1-5:14] IN THE ULTIMATE NEW BEGINNING ON SUNDAY THE 8TH DAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT AT 12:00PM-15:00PM ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT/THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE [ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 7:46-56] IN THE ULTIMATE NEW BEGINNING ON SUNDAY NIGHT THE 8TH NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT AT 24:00AM-3:00AM ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT IS FROM GENESIS 12:1-ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 29:2 WITH AN ACTS 30 BY THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S OWN SPEECH IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 7:1-60] SITTING ON HIS THRONE.' JABIR, SEE THE MICROCOSM." JABIR SAID, "MY LORD, I ASK YOU TO INFORM ME." THE REVEALER OF [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE ANSWERED, "THESE SEVEN [SEXLESS] LIGHTS MADE A CIRCLE AROUND THE FACES OF THE BELIEVERS AND IMAMS. THE SEVEN AND TWELVE VIRTUES HIDE IN THEM. IF ONE IS MISSING, THEN THE BODY'S CLOTHING AND FORM ARE INCOMPLETE. THE RIGHT EAR HEARS THREE WORDS OF [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE. THE RIGHT EYE SEES THREE TOOLS, WHITE, BLACK, AND YELLOW. THE RIGHT NOSTRIL SMELLS THREE AROMAS, GOOD, BAD, AND MIXED. THE LEFT EAR AND NOSTRIL ARE SIMILARLY SET, AND THE TONGUE SPEAKS THE THREE WORDS OF [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE. THEY ARE NINETEEN. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'IT BURNS THE SKIN. NINETEEN OVER THEM.'
THE TWENTY-EIGHT NAJIB ANGELS ARE TEN FINGERS AND TWO HANDS CONFIRMING THE TWELVE AND TWENTY-EIGHT OF THE WHITE SEA. "HERE YOU HAVE THE MEANING OF BISMILLAH AL-RAHMAN AL-RAHIM. JABIR, HERE IS THE [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE THAT HEAVEN AND EARTH CANNOT KNOW [MATTHEW 2436-44 & MARK 13:32-37] AND IN THE BOOK, THERE IS NO EXPLANATION." 
WHAT IS THE CREATOR OF THIS WORLD LIKE?
JABIR ROSE TO HIS FEET, WIPED HIS FACE WITH HIS HAND, AND ASKED, "MY LORD, IS THE TRUE CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN HEAVEN OR ON EARTH? WHAT IS HE AND WHERE IS HE FROM? WHAT DOES HE LOOK LIKE? WHAT VIRTUES HAS HE? WHERE IS HE FROM AND WHAT HAS HE CREATED?" THE REVEALER OF KNOWLEDGE—MAY OUR SALVATION COME FROM HIM—SAID, "JABIR, THESE ARE HARD QUESTIONS. FORGET THEM. IT'S WRONG TO OPEN THE CURTAIN BEFORE THE HIGH KING. IT IS A GRAVE [SEXUAL] SIN. NO PROPHET OR SPIRIT HAS EVER DRAWN OPEN THE CURTAIN, EVEN A SLIT, TO REVEAL THE KING. NO BOOK HAS EVER RECORDED HIS FACE [EXCEPT IN ACTS 6:15]. KEEP THIS BOOK FOR YOURSELF AND THE BELIEVERS." JABIR WAS STILL AWHILE. HE PAUSED, STOOD UP, MURMURED A PRAYER, PRAISED GOD, AND THEN HE SAID, "MY LORD, LORD OF ALL LORDS, SPEAK TO YOUR WEAK, HELPLESS SERVANT. ANSWER MY QUESTION." AND ALL CLOSE TO HIM AROSE AND PLEADED WITH HIM. THE REVEALER OF [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE SAID, "JABIR, COULD WE MOVE THE CURTAIN AND THE VEIL THE SLIGHTEST BIT AND MAKE THE HIGH KING VISIBLE? IF SOMEONE DID THIS, THEIR SPIRIT WOULD LEAVE THEIR BODY AND ENTER THAT OF THE LISTENER. JABIR, THESE WORDS MUST NOT BE OVERHEARD. IT IS [SEXLESSLY] DANGEROUS. JABIR, BE CAREFUL! I WILL WRITE THEM ON A PAPER. MAY GOD GUARD YOU AND GUARD THE MESSENGER, AND MUHAMMAD AND ALI, AND SALMAN, MIQDAD, AND ABU ZARR, AND THE NAQIB AND NAJIB ANGELS. I LEAVE IT TO YOU TO READ AND TO BE SILENT. THEN BELIEVERS WHO OWN THIS BOOK WILL READ AND LEARN AND NOT SPREAD THE WORD DISASTROUSLY." THE REVEALER OF [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE—MAY WE BE BLESSED—WROTE IT ON PAPER AND PLACED IT IN JABIR'S HANDS. HE WROTE, "OUR LORD AND TRUE CREATOR IS IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH, IN HEAVEN'S [MOST] HIGHEST SPHERES AND IN THE MICROCOSM OF THE CURTAIN OF BELIEVERS AND IMAMS [MOSQUE PRAYER LEADER] WHO LIVE IN TIME." 
THE FIVE PREEXISTENT [SEXLESS] LIGHTS
"BEFORE THE SKY OR EARTH OR ANY CREATURE, THERE WERE FIVE PREEXISTENT [SEXLESS] LIGHTS IN FIVE COLORS LIKE THE RAINBOW. SUBLIME AIR ISSUED LIKE SUN FROM SPARKS OF LIGHT AND SPREAD OVER THE SKY AND EARTH. THE FIVE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS STOOD IN THIS AIR, AND A GLOW CAME OUT OF THE BELLY OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT CONTINUOUSLY AND IN FIVE COLORS: HEARING, SIGHT, SMELL, TASTE, AND SPEECH. THE FIVE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS ARE MUHAMMAD, ALI, FATIMA, HASAN, AND HUSAYN. THEY CAME FROM NOTHING. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'SPEAK OUT THAT HE IS GOD, ONE SOVEREIGN GOD. HE DID NOT FATHER [REAR UP], CHILDREN, NOR WAS HE FATHERED; THERE'S NONE LIKE HIM.' AROUND BELIEVERS' HEADS THESE FIVE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS SWIM AROUND THE THRONE OF GOD. 
THE SPIRIT OF SPEECH SITS IN THE SEA ON THE BRAIN
"THE SPIRIT OF SPEECH SITS AMONG THEM. HE IS THE GOD OF TRUTH. HE CREATES AND APPEARS IN EACH NAME AND BODY, FROM THE LOFTIEST OF SUMMITS DOWN TO THE PROFOUNDEST DEPTHS. JABIR, I SAID, THE LORD IS SPIRIT THROUGH HIS GODLINESS [JOHN 4:23-24] AND SUN THROUGH [SEXLESS] LIGHT. THROUGH SPIRITUALITY HE HAS BEEN CALLED THE SPIRIT OF SPEECH. HE SITS IN THE WHITE SEA ON THE BRAIN OF THE BELIEVERS. HIS IS COLOR OF LIGHTNING, CLOUDS, AND MOON. 
GOD'S FORM AND [SEXLESS] ATTRIBUTES
"HERE IS GOD'S FORM. HIS RIGHT HAND IS RETENTION THAT COMPREHENDS AND IS THE COLOR OF SUN. HIS LEFT HAND IS THE SPIRIT OF THOUGHT. FROM IT COMES THE FULL PROPAGATION OF ALL [SEXLESS] LIGHT. 'NO. SPREADING HIS HANDS, HE GIVES AS HE WISHES,' AND THIS SPIRIT IS THE COLOR VIOLET. GOD'S HEAD IS THE GRANDEST SPIRIT COMPOSED OF ALL KINDS OF COLORS, A THOUSAND OF THEM. THERE IS NOTHING HIGHER THAN HE, NEITHER IN HEAVEN NOR ON EARTH. 'THERE IS NOTHING THAT MIGHT BE HIS EQUAL. HE HEARS AND SEES.' "HIS RIGHT EYE IS A HUGE SPIRIT, THE COLOR OF WHITE CRYSTAL. HIS LEFT EYE IS THE SPIRIT OF THE INTELLECT, COLOR OF RED YELLOW FIRE. THE TWO SPIRITS SEE ALL HEAVEN AND EARTH, BOTH THIS WORLD AND THE NEXT. HE SAYS, 'GOD SEES THROUGH WHAT THEY DO.' ELSEWHERE HE
SAYS, 'THEIR VISION DOES NOT COMPREHEND HIM, BUT HE THEIR VISION.' "HIS TWO EARS ARE AN INTENSE MIXING OF 
THE RAYS OF COLOR FROM THE HOLY VEIL. THEY HEAR THE VOICES OF ALL LIVING CREATURES AND BRING THEM FROM ALL SPHERES AND PALACES INTO THIS SPIRIT IN THE FORM OF GOD. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'WE GAVE THEM HEARING AND SIGHT 
AND UNDERSTANDING. YET THEIR EARS AND SIGHT AND EVEN UNDERSTANDING COULDN'T HELP THEM, FOR THEY REJECTED THE EMBLEMS OF GOD AND THEY WERE SEIZED BY HIM WHOM THEY HAD MOCKED.' "THE LORD'S NOSTRILS ARE THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE, ONE THE COLOR OF RED CARNELIAN, EXUDING EVERYWHERE A FLOATING HOLY PERFUME. THE OTHER NOSTRIL IS THE SPIRIT OF THE ALMIGHTY, GREEN FROM GOD'S BREATH AND RADIANCE. HIS TONGUE IS THE VOICE OF HOLY SPIRIT, THE COLOR OF RED RUBIES, AND BY WHOM ALL CREATION WAS AFFECTED. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'PRAISE HIM WHO HOLDS DOMINION AND TO WHOM ALL OF YOU WILL BE RETURNED.' "THE HEART OF THE LORD IS THE SPIRIT OF FAITH WHOSE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS THE [TRUE] CONFESSOR OF ONE TRUE FAITH AND WHO IS THE COLOR OF THE SPHERE OF THE MOON. THE FAITH OF ALL BELIEVERS, SHINES THROUGH HIM, AND GUIDANCE AND TRUST IN OUR GOD OF SPIRITS COMES FROM HIM. IT IS WRITTEN, 'WHOEVER TRUSTS IN GOD WILL FIND FULFILLMENT. GOD BRINGS HIS OWN [SEXLESS] DESIRES TO COMPLETION. HE HAS SET THE MEASURE AND GOAL FOR ALL THINGS.' AND THE LORD'S TWO FEET REVEAL THE HOLY AND THE BELIEVER'S VIEW IN THIS HOUSE OF SPEECH WHERE HE IS CONNECTED TO THE HEART AND SPIRIT OF THE BODY'S LIFE. "ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION, THE LORD WILL PLACE HIS FOOT ACROSS HELL AND FREEZE IT. THE HEART IS NOT BASED ON ANY PERCEPTION AND BEARS NO WITNESS TILL THE HOLY IS REVEALED 
AND A BELIEVER'S VISION APPEARS IN HIM, AND THAT VISION WILL TESTIFY TO THE TRUE AND PRESENT AND EXISTING LORD, AND WAKE AT NIGHT AND FAST BY DAY. 'OUR GOD [THE TOP ENGLISH LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30] AFFIRMS THERE IS NO OTHER GOD. A TRUTH FOR ANGELS AND THE WISE. HE PROVIDES US WITH JUSTICE.'"THE LORD'S THRONE IS THIS GODLY SEAT, THE BRAIN. THE RIGHT HALF OF THE BRAIN IS THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM, AND THE LEFT IS THE SPIRIT OF ABUNDANCE. THE LORD SITS IN HIS MAJESTY. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'THE MERCIFUL SET HIMSELF ON THE THRONE.' THESE FIVE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS, VISIBLE FROM EIGHT ANGLES, ARE REFLECTED ON THE BELIEVERS' FACES AND COMPOSE THE LORD'S THRONE: OF TWO EYES, EARS, NOSTRILS, SPEECH, AND SPIRIT PERCEIVING TASTE. 
BE CAREFUL, JABIR
"BY GOD, THE [MOST] HIGHEST AND MOST POWERFUL GOD! WE WROTE THESE WORDS IN NO OTHER BOOK. CAREFUL, JABIR! THE SPIRIT OF ANYONE OPENLY SPEAKING THESE WORDS WILL QUIT ITS BODILY FORM." THEN JABIR READ THE TABLET AND HE FELL TO THE GROUND, BOWED, AND SAID, "I TESTIFY. PRAISE AND HONOR MUHAMMAD AND ALI, THE LORD OF ANGELS AND SPIRIT, THE GLORIFIED AND CHOSEN ONE, AND HIS GOVERNOR AS-SALSAL AND ABU AL-HATTAB." BAQIR SAID, "JABIR, ALL THE BELIEVERS WHO RECEIVE THIS BOOK, LET THEM TAKE CARE! THEY MUST READ IT SILENTLY AND ONLY AT NIGHT. BY DAY THEY SHOULD SEEK EACH SINGLE BELIEVER WHO KNOWS THE LORD AND WITNESSES HIM. HE'LL FIND DELIVERANCE FROM THE IMPRISONMENT OF HEART. JABIR, I MEAN EVERY BELIEVER WHO KNOWS THE LORD AND HIS MAJESTY, WHO WITNESSES HIM AND GIVES UP LIFE, MONEY, AND HIS POSSESSIONS." 
WHAT OF THOSE WHO DENY GOD'S [SEXLESS] ATTRIBUTES?
JABIR ASKED, "MY LORD, WHAT DOES IT MEAN WHEN FALLEN CREATURES SAY THAT GOD CANNOT BE DESCRIBED AND HE IS WITHOUT ATTRIBUTES?" BAQIR ANSWERED, "JABIR, THESE ARE GOD'S WORDS OF WRATH. THE HIGH KING IS NEAR AND IS CALLED NEAR AND REJECTS THE WORSHIP OF CURSED IBLIS: 'THEY SEE HIM DISTANTLY; WE SEE HIM CLOSE.' WATCH OUT, JABIR. I TELL YOU, WHEN THE QUR'AN STATES, 'SAY, HE IS ONE GOD,' THIS IS THE SPEECH OF UNBELIEVERS. WHAT DO YOU SAY TO THAT?" JABIR SAID, "LORD OF ALL LORDS, YOU KNOW BEST." BAQIR SAID, "GOD IS AS WE HAVE DESCRIBED HIM, AS HE APPEARED TO IBLIS. THE CURSED IBLIS SAID, AND FULL OF LOATHING, 'YOU ARE NOT OUR LORD. THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD AND A GODHEAD [ROMANS 1:20], BUT HE IS IN HEAVEN. THERE IS NO [SEXLESS] LIKENESS OR [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF HIM.' YET THIS IS A SHALLOW EXPLANATION OF THE VERSE, 'SAY, HE IS ONE GOD.' THE WORDS ALSO SIGNIFY ENORMOUS ANGER. MAY IBLIS BE FAR FROM YOU, FROM ALL MUSLIMS AND BELIEVERS. JABIR, FOR ALL THE FAITHLESS HE IS FAR AND DIFFICULT, BUT FOR BELIEVERS HE IS NEAR AND PLAIN. BELIEVERS KNOW HE IS, BUT THE UNBELIEVERS SEE NOTHING THERE. "WHEN YOU WORSHIP [JOHN 4:22-24] WHAT IS NOT, IT REJECTS YOUR WORSHIP. WHEN SOMETHING IS NOT, THE WORSHIP IS REFUSED. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'HE REJECTS REPENTANCE OF THE UNBELIEVERS.' JABIR, FOR US THERE IS NO ROOM FOR WHAT IS NOT. APART FROM GOD AS HE'S DESCRIBED, WE SEE NO OTHER. THE HIGH KING IS THE SPIRIT IN THE GODHEAD. IN [SEXLESS] LIGHT HE IS THE SUN COMING FROM GOD. FROM REALM TO REALM THAT [SEXLESS] LIGHT KISSES [SEXLESS] LIGHT ALL THE WAY DOWN INTO THE HOLY SEAT OF THE BELIEVERS' BRAIN, LIKE ROPE OR PATH. WHEN [SEXLESS] LIGHT AND SPIRIT FADE, BELIEVERS WED THE TRUTH, AND THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT RETURN TO BODY." 
THE ORDER OF THE HEAVENLY REALMS
JABIR SAID, "MY LORD, IF YOU WILL, ENLIGHTEN ME. TELL YOUR SERVANT THE FACE, SENSE, AND MAJESTY OF HOLY REALMS, OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT JOINING REALM TO REALM." BAQIR SAID, "FIRST COMES THE CURTAIN OF ETERNITY ON THE WHITE SEA AND THE [SEXLESS] FORM OF THE HIGH KING. MUHAMMAD, ALI, FATIMA, HASAN, AND HUSAYN ARE OF THIS REALM, FINISHED BY ABU TALIB AND ABDALLAH. THESE FIVE ANGELS' FIVE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS JOIN THE WHITE SEA LIKE TREES OF PARADISE. "FIVE CREATURES SIT IN FIVE TREES IN THE FIRST, WHITE SPHERE: THE LION, BORAQ, THE WHITE FALCON, THE ROYAL PHOENIX, AND DULDUL, WHO IS THE SIGN OF GODLINESS, SIT ON THE TOP OF FIVE TREES, SINGING PRAISE, HAPPINESS, HONOR, AND GLORY FROM THE LEAVES: 'ALL ON HEAVEN AND EARTH GLORIFY GOD, MOST HOLY KING, THE POWERFUL AND WISE." BORAQ COMES FROM THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT OF MUHAMMAD, DULDUL FROM THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT OF AH, THE LION FROM THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT OF FATIMA, THE WHITE FALCON FROM THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT OF HASAN, THE ROYAL PHOENIX COMES FROM THE GLITTERING [SEXLESS] LIGHT OF HUSAYN. "THE WHITE SEA IS DECORATED WITH THEM. IN ALL THIS VASTNESS IN THE WHITE SPHERE, A THOUSAND TIMES GREATER THAN OTHER REALMS, LIES 'A GARDEN AS GREAT AS SKY AND EARTH.' THE HIGH DULDUL IS PROOF FOR THE BELIEVERS, AND NAQIB AND NAJIB FOR THE HIGH KING. "BORAQ BEAMS LIGHT ACROSS THIS HOLY SEA FOR SEVEN ANGELS. THE LION AND FALCON SPREAD A HUNDRED THOUSAND FEATHERS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT, AND HOLY RADIANCE BRIGHTENS THE WHITE DOME. THE ROYAL PHOENIX SPREADS HIS SHADOW OVER THE HEADS OF NAQIB AND NAJIB ANGELS, THE STREAM OF LIVING WATER FLOWS MAJESTIC, 'AND SHADOWS SCATTER AND THE WATERS GUSH.'
THE RUBY RED CURTAIN
"BELOW THIS WHITE DOME IS A CURTAIN RED LIKE A RUBY. IN THIS CURTAIN FIVE CREATURES APPEAR IN FIVE TUBA TREES. THE RUBY CURTAIN IS BELIEVABLE DOWN TO THE LAST SPHERE. IN RAINBOW COLORS 124,000 LIGHTS ON THE WHITE SEA GLITTER TO THE LAST SPHERE WHERE 124,000 WHITE LIGHTS CAME TO THE RUBY CURTAIN. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'HAVE YOU NOT SEEN THAT GOD CREATED SEVEN LAYERS OF SKIES AND HOW HE PLACED THE MOON AS [SEXLESS] LIGHT 
AND SUN AS LAMP? GOD MADE YOU GROW IN EARTH LIKE PLANTS.' THE HIGH ONE FASTENED MANY [SEXLESS] LIGHTS AND SPIRITS TO THESE SPHERES, AND THEN HE PLACED THE SUN AND MOON AND GLOWING TREES AS BEAUTY. 
THE FIERY CURTAIN
"BELOW THIS CURTAIN IS A CURTAIN THE COLOR OF FIRE. FIVE FIGURES FROM THE RUBY CURTAIN SHOW ON THIS CLOTH. THEIR NAMES ARE GABRIEL, MICHAEL, ISRAFIL, AZRA'IL, AND SURA'IL. ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND LIGHTS FROM THE RUBY CURTAIN SHINE IN THE SPHERE. AS WRITTEN, '[SEXLESS] LIGHT ON [SEXLESS] LIGHT. GOD CHOOSES WHOM HE LEADS INTO THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT, WITH ALLEGORIES TO DESCRIBE HIS PEOPLE.' [SEXLESS] LIGHT HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS THE COLOR FIRE. THE FIRE-COLORED SEA IS LIKE AN OCEAN, AND FIRELIGHT GLOWS IN A WHITE CRYSTAL OF AN INDESCRIBABLE BEAUTY AND BRILLIANCE, A SPHERE SHOWING UNNUMBERED [SEXLESS] LIGHTS AND SPIRITS. 
THE CARNELIAN SPHERE
"BELOW THIS SPHERE IS A CURTAIN THE COLOR OF CARNELIAN, AND FIVE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS OF FIVE ANGELS FROM THE FIRE-COLORED SPHERE APPEAR IN THIS SPHERE OF CARNELIAN COLOR, FIVE SPLENDID FIGURES INHABITING THE SPHERE. THEIR NAMES ARE MIND, SOUL, VICTORY, HAPPINESS, AND IMAGINATION. 'A ROW AND ROW OF ANGELS.' IN THIS SPHERE THE AURA FROM 124,000 LIGHTS DAZZLES LIKE 100,000 SUNS AND MOONS MIXED WITH RED. HOLINESS SHINES IN GOOD FOOD. AS IT IS WRITTEN, A SPRING WHERE THE LORD'S SERVANTS DRINK AND LET WATER GUSH ENDLESSLY.'
THE EMERALD SPHERE
"BELOW THIS CURTAIN IS A SPHERE THE COLOR OF EMERALDS. ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND LAMPS AND GLIMMERING GREEN TORCHES. FIVE GREAT [SEXLESS] LIGHTS FROM THE CARNELIAN LINE UP IN A ROW. A HUNDRED THOUSAND BIRDS OF COLOR FLOAT, AND THE BRIGHT PEACOCKS STAND MAJESTICALLY IN ROWS AND ROWS OF FEATHERS. IN THEIR SPHERE THEY ARE ON FIRE. THEY SING AND ECHO PRAISE TO THE HIGH KING AND CHANT ENDLESSLY TO AFFIRM THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD: 'HAVE YOU NOT SEEN HOW BIRDS SPREAD THEIR WINGS AND PULL THEM BACK IN? ONLY THE MERCIFUL ONE KEEPS THEM ALOFT.'
THE VIOLET DOME
"BELOW IS A VIOLET DOME, CALLED THE GARDENS RIVERS AND FRAGRANT HERBS AND BABBLING BROOKS MARK THIS VIOLET SPHERE, AS WELL AS CASTLES OF PARADISE BELOW WHERE THE FOUR RIVERS OF WINE, MILK, HONEY, AND PURE WATER FLOW. THEY ARE CALLED THE WATER OF LIFE. FIVE GREAT [SEXLESS] LIGHTS OF THIS SPHERE, WHO ARE KNOWN AS THE HOURIS, FLOAT OVER THESE CASTLES. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'HOURIS LOCKED UP IN TENTS.' THEIR WORDS ARE THE WATER OF LIFE WHEN PRAISING THE EXALTED KING. "THE RIVER OF WINE IS PRACTICAL [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE, THE RIVER OF MILK THEIR ESOTERIC [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE, THE RIVER OF HONEY THEIR INSPIRED [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE OF THE ETERNAL AND ULTIMATE SPHERE. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'THE PARADISE PROMISED TO THOSE IN AWE OF GOD IS IN THIS WAY CREATED. IN IT ARE RIVERS WITH UNPOLLUTED [SEXLESS] WATER, ANOTHER RIVER WITH MILK OF CONSTANT TASTE, ANOTHER WITH WINE A DELIGHT TO DRINK, ANOTHER FASHIONED OF TRANSPARENT HONEY.' IN THIS CURTAIN 124,000 LAMPS DAZZLE. 
THE SUN-COLORED SPHERE
"BELOW THIS SPHERE IS A CURTAIN OF THE COLOR OF SUN, AND FROM THE VIOLET CURTAIN COME 124,000 BRIGHT CANDLES AND LAMPS GLOWING IN THIS CURTAIN COLORED BY SUN. FIVE OTHER [SEXLESS] LIGHTS ARE MASTERS IN THIS SPHERE, COMMANDERS OF THESE LIGHTS, 'HOLDING A LAMP SURROUNDED BY A GLASS AS IF IT WERE A GLITTERING STAR.' THIS SPHERE IS A GREAT SEA INTRINSIC WITH HOLY LIGHT. ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND SUNS FLOW INTO THIS SEA, AND THE EARTHLY WORLD CANNOT SUFFER ITS HEAT. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'WE'VE MADE THE SUN THE PILOT, DRAWING HIM GENTLY TO US. GOD MADE THE NIGHT YOUR MANTLE.'
THE MOON-COLORED CURTAIN
"FIVE COLORS HAVE DROPPED DOWN FROM THIS CURTAIN TO THE NEXT ONE, THE COLOR OF THE MOON, AND 124,000 RAINBOW [SEXLESS] LIGHTS HANG IN GARLANDS WITH AN AURA OF SUNLIGHT OVER THIS CURTAIN COLORED LIKE THE MOON. 
IN THIS CURTAIN ARE 100,000 MOONS, WITH 24,000 FULL MOONS IN ROWS MARKING THE FOURTEENTH NIGHT. ALL PRAISE FIVE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS, CONFIRMING THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF GOD: 'TO CATCH THE MOON, THE NIGHT MUST STILL ENTER BEFORE DAY. ALL HOVER IN THE FIRMAMENT.' REZWAN, ANGEL OF PARADISE, HAS THE FIVE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS, AND THE FIVE COLORS OF THE ANGEL SOAR, FULFILLING [SEXLESS] WORDS OF GOD: 'THE GOOD DWELLINGS IN GARDENS OF EDEN. BUT THE PEACE OF GOD CONJURES UP MORE: SUPREME FELICITY.'
THE SEVENTH SPHERE
"THE FIRE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS FROM THE VEIL COLORED BY MOON APPEARED IN THE NEXT SPHERE, WHICH IS THE COLOR OF LAPIS LAZULI. PRAISE AND ADORATION REVERBERATE FROM 100,000 [SEXLESS] LIGHTS AND SPIRITS THAT ARE CONSTELLATIONS SHINING WITH STARS ORBITING AROUND THE FIVE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS. FROM THE BLUE CURTAIN 124,000 LUMINARIES APPEARED ACROSS THE EARTH AND JOINED THE HEARTS OF PROPHETS AND THE SAINTS AND MAGISTRATES, AND IN THEIR HEARTS THE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS IGNITE SO BRILLIANTLY THE VEIL IS RAISED, GIVING THEM STRENGTH FOR ANYTHING THEY WISH. 
GOD'S LIGHT EXTENDS TO US
"JABIR, GOD IS [SEXLESS] LIGHT JOINED TO IMAMS' HEARTS, EXTENDING TO THE FAR END OF THE SPHERES, FROM THE BRAIN OF THE BLUE DOME TO THE SPIRIT OF SPEECH. FROM THE BRAIN IT HAS SENT A SHADOW OVER THE DARK HEART. THOUGH THE [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT SAY GOD'S [SEXLESS] SHADOW DOES NOT FALL OVER THE EARTH, THE EARTH IS THE HEART, AND GOD IS [SEXLESS] LIGHT JOINED WITH THE HEART. THE SPIRIT OF SPEECH, A SYMBOL OF THE KING, COMES FROM THIS [SEXLESS] LIGHT. "WHEN [SEXLESS] LIGHT CARES TO, IT TRAVELS TO THE HEART, THE CANOPY OF THE KING'S FARTHEST DOME, AND THE FIVE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS OF THE BLUE DOME ARE JOINED TO THE SPIRIT OF SPEECH AND FINAL MIXTURE OF HOLY BREATH, SUN RAYS, A HOLY UNION, BELIEVING GLANCE, AND EACH GROUP OF FIVE IN THE WORLD SPRINGS FROM THIS [SEXLESS] LIGHT: MUHAMMAD, ALI, FATIMA, HASAN, AND HUSAYN, AND THEIR SHADOWS FALL OVER THE EARTH. THESE FIVE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS JOIN THE SPIRIT OF SPEECH, OF GOD WHO HAS RADIATED SHADOW OVER THE EARTH THAT IS CALLED HEART. THE SPIRIT OF SENSES IN THE CHAMBER OF THE WATER AND VACILLATING SPIRIT IN THE CHAMBER OF LIMPID WIND ARE BEAUTIFIED WITH [SEXLESS] LIGHT. THEN ALL THE SEVEN PALACES AND HEAVENLY FAR SPHERES ARE JOINED—CLEAR DOWN TO THE HEART—BY CHAINS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT AS BY A ROPE OR CABLE. "THE SPIRIT OF SPEECH NOW COMMANDS THE HUMAN SPIRITS, 'GRASP THIS HOLY CORD, AND BY THIS HEAVENLY JOURNEY, RISE HIGHER.' SO, GOD'S [SEXLESS] WORD IS FULFILLED: 'HE HOLDS ON TO THE FIRM HANDHOLD.' THE HEART IS EARTH WHERE ALL THE WAVERERS LIVE. HALF IS THE DARK AND DISBELIEF, HALF [SEXLESS] LIGHT AND MERCY. THE SPIRIT OF THE SENSES MEANS DISBELIEF. DARK IS THE REBUKED ADAM. THE VACILLATING SPIRIT LIES IN THE CHAMBER OF WIND AND SUN, AND THE SPIRIT OF SENSES IN THE CHAMBER OF THE WATER AND THE MOON. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'THE SUN RISES, THE MOON SOARS.' "THE JOURNEY FROM BELOW AND UP TO HEAVEN IS TIED TO SPIRIT IN THE WAY MUHAMMAD WAS JOINED TO ALI. THERE IS A BLUE CURTAIN COMPRISING THE BELIEVERS' SPIRIT OF SPEECH, SO, ALL THESE PARTS JOIN RIGHT UP TO GOD. THIS IS THE MEANING OF THE SOVEREIGN AS SHADOW OF GOD. THIS SIGN OF LIFE COMES FROM THE BRAIN CASTING A SHADOW ON THE HEART. GOD ON THE THRONE, HIS SHADOW [SEXLESSLY] FELL TO EARTH, AND THE FIVE SPECIAL BEINGS CAST THEIR SHADE, SPANNING FROM REALM TO REALM ON TESTED SPIRIT. "THESE FIVE ARE NEVER ABSENT FROM THE WORLD. EVERYWHERE THEIR NAMES ARE MUHAMMAD, ALI, FATIMA, HASAN, AND HUSAYN. FROM THE HIGH THRONE OF GOD AND DOWN BELOW TO EARTH, NOTHING AND NO ONE'S EVER FREE OF THEM. EACH GROUP OF FIVE IN THE WORLD SPRINGS FROM THESE FIVE GLOWING [SEXLESS] LIGHTS. FIVE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS, ORIGINATING IN THE FACES OF HUMANS, PROVE THE HAND CONTAINS FIVE FINGERS, THE EYE FIVE LAYERS. ORDERS OF MUHAMMAD ARE FIVE. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'PROPHET, WE HAVE SENT YOU TO TESTIFY AS A MESSENGER OF GOOD NEWS, TO WARN; WITH HIS PERMISSION YOU CALL OUT TO GOD AND ARE A BRIGHT [SEXLESS] LIGHT. TELL THE BELIEVERS.' SUCH IS THE MEANING OF HEAVENLY SPHERES." 
THE BEGINNING OF CREATION SPRINGS FROMAZAZITL
THEN JABIR STOOD, PRAYED, AND SAID, "MY LORD, HOW DID THE HIGH KING CREATE ALL THESE SPHERES AND PALACES? FROM WHERE DID HE MAKE THE SPIRITS? WHAT WAS THE ORIGIN OF HIS CREATION?" THE REVEALER OF KNOWLEDGE—MAY WE BE BLESSED—SAID, "THE CREATION OF THESE REALMS IS HARD TO FATHOM. NOT EVERYONE KNOWS THE WAY TO [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE, AND ITS SECRET'S WELL CONCEALED. JABIR, IN THE BEGINNING THERE WAS GOD, ONLY ETERNAL GOD AND NOTHING ELSE, BUT IN THE MIDDLE OF FIVE SPECIAL LIGHTS THE HIGH KING SHONE, AS TOLD IN THE BEGINNING OF THIS BOOK. ALL THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH WERE NOTHING BUT PURE CLEAR FINE SPIRITUAL AIR. FROM FIVE SPECIFIC ELEMENTS CAME FIVE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS OF THE FARTHEST REALMS, AND THEY CONTAINED SOME 124,000 HUES, AND EVERY MOMENT WAS ANOTHER COLOR. "THOSE SPECIAL ELEMENTS WERE MEMBERS OF THE FARTHEST DOME. A HUNDRED THOUSAND SHINING [SEXLESS] LIGHTS, CANDLES, AND LAMPS EMERGED FROM THE DEPTHS OF THE HIGH KING IN THAT DOME, MOVING FROM NONBEING TO BEING. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR, ARE BUT A SECOND.' NO ONE KNOWS THE MAJESTY OF ANGELS, OF ANGELIC BEINGS AND CREATURES. IF THE SEAS TURNED INTO INK AND TREES WERE WRITING INSTRUMENTS, THE SEVEN HEAVENS WERE PAPER, AND THE SPIRITS AND BEINGS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHTS, JINNS [GENIES], AND HUMANS BEGAN TO WRITE AND WROTE ABOUT THE APPEARANCE AND MAJESTY OF THE ETERNAL FARTHEST DOME, ALL WOULD BE USED, LESS THAN A THOUSANDTH OF IT WRITTEN DOWN, FULFILLING WORDS OF GOD, 'LOOK, IF THE SEA WERE INK FOR [SEXLESS] WORDS OF MY LORD, IT WOULD DRY UP BEFORE SEIZING [SEXLESS] WORDS OF MY LORD.' "THEN THE HIGH KING'S CRIES ECHOED LEFT AND RIGHT. THE TWO CRIES THEN CONVERTED INTO BEAMS, AND THESE TWO BEAMS WERE [SEXLESSLY] PURE UNCOUNTED SPIRITS. EACH SPIRIT WAS MADE OF SEVEN COLORS, EACH COLOR A MILLION COLORS LIKE THE RUBIES FROM BADAHSAN, CARNELIAN, CORAL, TURQUOISE, EMERALD, AND PEARLS. AND EACH JOINT BEAMED ITS [SEXLESS] LIGHT LIKE A CLEAR STAR, AND AS OUR FINGERS AND TOES HAVE NAILS, SO EVERY MOON OR SUN SHONE FROM EACH NAIL. THEY WERE IN SIX CIRCLES, AND EACH GROUP HAD A LEADER AND AN ELDER. THE MASTER WAS AZAZI'IL, AND HIS SIX RANKS OF ELDERS WENT FROM ONE TO SIX. 
IN HIS [SEXLESS] IMAGE AND [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE AZAZI'IL CREATES FROM [SEXLESS] LIGHT
"THE HIGH KING LENT AZAZI'IL [SEXLESS] LIGHT, AND USING THIS [SEXLESS] LIGHT HE SHAPED HIS CREATIONS. IN HIS [SEXLESS] IMAGE HE MADE SPIRITS. THE KING SHOUTED ABOUT WHAT HE HAD DONE. AZAZI'IL SHOUTED HIS CREATION OF PLACE, AEON, AND SPIRIT INTO BEING, AND NO ONE BUT THE HIGH KING KNOWS HOW MANY. "THE HIGH KING SAID TO AZAZI'IL, 'OLD MAN, TELL ME WHO YOU ARE AND WHAT I AM AND WHAT ALL THESE CREATURES ARE.' AZAZI'IL ANSWERED, 'YOU ARE A GOD AND I'M A GOD, AND ALL THESE SPIRITS BOTH OF US HAVE MADE.' "THE HIGH KING SAID, 'THERE CANNOT BE TWO GODS. YOU'RE MY CREATION. I'M THE ONE WHO'S MADE THESE SPIRITS,' IN FULFILLMENT OF GOD'S [SEXLESS] WORD; 'I WILL CREATE A PERSON OUT OF CLAY.' "AZAZI'IL SAID, 'WHAT I'VE MADE IS MORE THAN YOURS; YES, I'VE MADE TEN TIMES MORE THAN YOU. HOW CAN YOU DARE CLAIM YOUR DIVINITY?' 
THE HIGH KING TAKES BACK THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT FROM AZAZI'IL
"THE HIGH KING CAPTURED AZAZI'IL'S [SEXLESS] LIGHT, SAYING, 'THESE CREATURES YOU HAVE MADE I MADE ALSO. IF I WITHDRAW THE GIFT, I LOANED YOU, HOW WILL YOU CREATE?' HE TOOK FROM AZAZI'IL THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT HE'D LOANED HIM AND THE CREATURES THAT HAD BEEN MADE WITH IT, AND FROM IT HE MADE A DOME OF A WHITE SEA A THOUSAND TIMES LARGER THAN THE BLUE DOME OF EARTHLY SKY. HE MADE 124,000 LAMPS, FLICKERING CANDLES, AND BRIGHTLY BURNING [SEXLESS] LIGHTS APPEAR, AND PAINTED PALACES AND CASTLES OUT OF WHITE CRYSTAL IN 100,000 COLORS, AND HE ADORNED THEM WITH THE FLOWING RIVERS OF THE WATER OF LIFE AND ON THE RIVERBANKS THE TUBA TREE. IN BRANCHES OF THE TREES THE ROYAL PHOENIX SAT, AND IN ITS SHADE WERE YOUNG MEN AND BOYS. THE WHITE FALCON, DULDUL, BORAQ, AND THE LION ADORNED THIS WHITE SPHERE. ON BRANCHES HE CREATED THE WOOD PIGEON, TURTLEDOVE AND NIGHTINGALE, BEAUTIFUL BEYOND DESCRIPTION. 'NOTHING HAD BEEN MADE LIKE HIM. HE IS THE ONE WHO HEARS AND SEES.' "AFTER THE HIGH KING FASHIONED THE WHITE DOME IN ALL ITS BEAUTY, HE TOLD AZAZI'IL, 'MAKE ANOTHER SEA EQUAL TO THE ONE THAT I HAVE MADE.' AFTER THE KING SAID THIS, AZAZI'IL WAS SHOCKED. HE COULD NOT MAKE SUCH A CREATION. AND AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'THOSE WHO WON'T BELIEVE ARE DOOMED TO NOTHINGNESS.' 'GOD DOESN'T LEAD THOSE LACKING FAITH IN HIM.'
THE HIGH KING CREATES MORE GLORIOUS BEINGS
"THE HIGH KING WANTED TO CREATE MORE BEINGS AND SHOWED THIS, SHOUTING OUT HIS ECHO AHEAD AND BEHIND, AND WHEN IT REACHED THE HORIZONS OF THE HOLY REALM, EVERYTHING REBOUNDED THE ECHO OF THE TWO SHOUTS, AND FROM THEM AROSE SIX TIERS OF SPIRITS A THOUSAND TIMES MORE-DELICATE AND [SEXLESSLY] PURE. THEY WERE EMBELLISHED WITH PEARLS, CORALS, AND RUBIES. A [SEXLESS] LIGHT SHONE FROM EVERY JOINT, A SUN FROM EVERY SINEW. A CLEAR MOON SPARKLED OUT OF ITS NAVEL. "THE HIGH KING GLORIFIED HIMSELF AND FROM HIM ALL LEARNED TO GLORIFY AND BECAME GLORIFIERS. THE SENIOR IN THESE SIX RANKS WAS HIS SALMAN. THE OTHERS SAID, 'THIS PLACE IS BEAUTIFUL, AND THE FORM GOD HAS GIVEN US IS BEAUTIFUL. IF THE GODHEAD WHO CREATED US APPEARED, WE'D TESTIFY HE GAVE US PARADISE AND BEAUTY'S FORMS WOULD BE WITH US FOREVER.' "THEN THE HIGH KING TURNED TO THEM, SAYING, "I AM ALLAHU AKBAR, I AM ALLAHU AKBAR" THE SPIRITS WERE AMAZED, NOT KNOWING WHETHER THE HIGH KING SPOKE FOR HIMSELF OR SOMEONE ELSE. WHEN SOME TIME PASSED, THE HIGH KING SAID AGAIN, "I AM ALLAHU AKBAR, I AM ALLAHU AKBAR" WHICH MEANS, 'I AM YOUR GREAT GOD AND CREATOR [THIS IS THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP BECAUSE LIKE YAHWEH ALONE, JEHOVAH, VICTOR, BUDDHA, LUCIFER, ALLAH & JESUS, OR ANY OTHER QUESTIONABLE NAMES, THEY ARE ALL CONSIDERED AS ONLY TITLES OF THE LORD, WHICH CAN RIGHTFULLY BE CALLED GOD, LORD, MASTER, KING OR EVEN FATHER & SOME OTHER EVIL & GOOD CREATOR AS A ETERNAL BEING IN JOHN 10:34-35, BUT CANNOT BE CALLED THE TRUE POTTER CREATOR WHICH IS THE TRUE SUPREME CREATOR, BUT ARE ALL ONLY CREATOR AGENT LORDS WITHIN THEIR OWN CREATIONS IN THE KINGDOM OF LORDSHIP & NOTHING MORE BECAUSE OF THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP IN ACTS 7:60, BUT THE TRUE SUPREME CREATOR WHICH IS ALSO THE TRUE POTTER CREATOR IS PERSONALLY KNOWN AS THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 & THE INFALLIBLE INERRANT PROOF IS THAT THE FATHER IS FIRST NAMED: GOD THE FATHER, WHICH MAY BE TAKEN EITHER ESSENTIALLY, FOR LORD AS GOD, OR PERSONALLY, FOR THE FIRST PERSON IN THE EVER-BLESSED TRINITY, THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND HE IS DESCRIBED PERSONALLY AS THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH WHO IS, AND WHO WAS, AND WHO IS TO COME, ETERNAL, UNCHANGEABLE, THE SAME TO THE OLD-TESTAMENT CHURCH WHICH WAS, AND TO THE NEW-TESTAMENT CHURCH WHICH IS, AND WHO WILL BE THE SAME TO THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT WHICH IS TO COME. THE PROOF OF THE LORD’S NAME. THE TETRAGRAMMATON CONSISTS OF FOUR HEBREW LETTERS: YODH, HE, WAW, AND THEN HE REPEATED. SOME VERSIONS OF THE HOLY BIBLE TRANSLATE THE TETRAGRAMMATON AS “YAHWEH” OR “JEHOVAH”, MOST TRANSLATE IT AS “LORD”, ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, WHICH CAN MEAN STEPHEN. CONTRARY TO WHAT SOME TRUE SEXLESS CHRISTIANS BELIEVE, AND AT LEAST ONE CULT, JEHOVAH IS NOT THE DIVINE NAME REVEALED TO ISRAEL. THE NAME JEHOVAH IS A PRODUCT OF MIXING DIFFERENT WORDS & DIFFERENT ALPHABETS OF DIFFERENT LANGUAGES. DUE TO A FEAR OF ACCIDENTALLY TAKING THE LORD’S NAME IN VAIN IN LEVITICUS 24:16, THE JEWS BASICALLY QUIT SAYING IT OUT LOUD ALTOGETHER. INSTEAD, WHEN READING HOLY SCRIPTURE ALOUD, THE JEWS SUBSTITUTED THE TETRAGRAMMATON YHWH WITH THE WORD ADONAI (“LORD”). EVEN IN THE SEPTUAGINT, THE GREEK TRANSLATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, THE TRANSLATORS SUBSTITUTED KURIOS (“LORD”) FOR THE DIVINE NAME. EVENTUALLY, THE VOWELS FROM ADONAI (“LORD”) OR ELOHIM (“GOD”) FOUND THEIR WAY IN BETWEEN THE CONSONANTS OF YHWH, THUS FORMING YAHWEH. BUT THIS INTERPOLATION OF VOWELS DOES NOT MEAN THAT WAS HOW THE LORD’S NAME WAS ORIGINALLY PRONOUNCED. IN FACT, WE, AREN’T ENTIRELY SURE IF YHWH SHOULD HAVE TWO SYLLABLES OR THREE. ANY NUMBER OF VOWEL SOUNDS CAN BE INSERTED WITHIN YHWH, AND TRUE BIBLICAL SCHOLARS ARE AS UNCERTAIN OF THE REAL PRONUNCIATION AS TRUE CHRISTIAN SCHOLARS ARE. JEHOVAH IS ACTUALLY A MUCH LATER, PROBABLY 16TH-CENTURY VARIANT. THE WORD JEHOVAH COMES FROM A THREE-SYLLABLE VERSION OF YHWH, YEHOWEH. THE Y WAS REPLACED WITH A J, ALTHOUGH HEBREW DOES NOT EVEN HAVE A J SOUND AND THE W WITH A V, PLUS THE EXTRA VOWEL IN THE MIDDLE, RESULTING IN JEHOVAH. THESE VOWELS ARE THE ABBREVIATED FORMS OF THE IMPERFECT TENSE, THE PARTICIPIAL FORM, & THE PERFECT TENSE OF THE HEBREW BEING VERB (ENGLISH IS)—THUS THE MEANING OF JEHOVAH COULD BE UNDERSTOOD AS “HE WHO WILL BE, IS, AND HAS BEEN.” HOWEVER, WE, CAN ASK WHAT THE LORD HAS REVEALED ABOUT HIMSELF IN HIS TRUTH WORD & IN CREATION THAT “THE REVERENT REASON” CAN GRASP. WHEN MOSES WAS DIRECTED BY THE LORD TO GO TO THE EGYPTIAN PHARAOH & DEMAND THE RELEASE OF THE ISRAELITES, MOSES ASKED THE LORD, “BEHOLD, I AM GOING TO THE SONS OF ISRAEL, & I WILL SAY TO THEM, ‘THE GOD OF YOUR FATHERS HAS SENT ME TO YOU.’ NOW THEY MAY SAY TO ME, ‘WHAT IS HIS NAME?’ WHAT SHALL I SAY TO THEM?” IN EXODUS 3:13. THE ANSWER THE LORD GAVE MOSES IS SIMPLE, YET VERY REVEALING: “GOD SAID TO MOSES, ‘I AM WHO I AM’, AND HE SAID, ‘THUS YOU SHALL SAY TO THE SONS OF ISRAEL, “I AM HAS SENT ME TO YOU’” IN EXODUS 3:14. THE HEBREW TEXT IN VERSE 14 LITERALLY SAYS, “I BE THAT I BE”, WHICH EQUALS TO THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD IN “A-B.” A-B MEANS THE LORD [STEPHEN] IS USED AS OUR FATHER IN ISAIAH 63:16; 64:8. SO, WHAT IS THE LORD’S NAME, & WHAT DOES IT MEAN? THE MOST LIKELY CHOICE FOR HOW THE TETRAGRAMMATON WAS PRONOUNCED IS “YAH-WAY,” “YAH-WEH,” OR SOMETHING SIMILAR. THE NAME YAHWEH STEPHEN REFERS TO THE LORD’S SELF-EXISTENCE. YAHWEH STEPHEN IS LINKED TO HOW THE LORD DESCRIBED HIMSELF IN THE ULTIMATE BEGINNING IN PROVERBS 8:22-25 & STEPHEN YAHWEH IS LINKED TO HOW THE LORD DESCRIBED HIMSELF IN THE ULTIMATE ENDING [ACTS 29:2 WITH AN ACTS 30] IN EXODUS 3:14, “GOD SAID TO MOSES, ‘I AM WHO I AM. THIS IS WHAT YOU ARE TO SAY TO THE ISRAELITES: ‘I AM HAS SENT ME TO YOU.’” YAHWEH ALONE IS ONLY HALF OF THE TRUE REVELATION OF THE LORD HIMSELF & STEPHEN ALONE IS ONLY HALF OF THE TRUE REVELATION OF THE LORD HIMSELF. THIS IS BECAUSE WITH ONE WITHOUT THE OTHER, NEITHER COULD ACTUALLY ETERNALLY EXIST AS THE TRUE SUPREME CREATOR, BUT ONLY AS CREATOR AGENT LORDS. THE IMPORTANCE OF LORD [YAHWEH] ETERNALLY EXISTING AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] & THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ETERNALLY EXISTING AS THE LORD [YAHWEH] IS PROVEN IN HOLY SCRIPTURE. SOME SCRIPTURES THAT GOVERNS THIS THOUGHT ARE IN PROVERBS 8:22-29; GENESIS 1:1-2; ISAIAH 64:8; JOHN 1:1-3; 8:58; HEBREWS 1:1-2; 1ST CORINTHIANS 8:6; EPHESIANS 4:6; COLOSSIANS 1:16 AND ACTS 7:49-50; 17:22-30; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30. THE LORD’S NAME, IS THE REFLECTION OF HIS TOTAL SEXLESS BEING. THE LORD IS THE ONLY SELF-EXISTENT BEING OR SELF-SUFFICIENT BEING. ONLY THE LORD HAS LIFE IN AND OF HIMSELF. THAT IS THE ESSENTIAL MEANING OF THE TETRAGRAMMATON, YHWH. (2.) THE HOLY GHOST KNOWN AS THE LORD IN JOHN 4:23-24, CALLED THE SEVEN SPIRITS, NOT SEVEN IN NUMBER, BUT THE INFINITE PERFECT SPIRIT OF GOD, IN WHOM THERE IS A DIVERSITY OF GIFTS AND OPERATIONS. HE IS BEFORE THE THRONE, FOR, AS THE LORD MADE, SO HE GOVERNS, ALL THINGS BY HIS SPIRIT. (3.) THE LORD JESUS CHRIST THAT PROCEEDED & CAME FORTH FROM THE LORD HIMSELF IN JOHN 8:42. HE MENTIONS HIM AFTER THE SPIRIT, BECAUSE HE INTENDED TO ENLARGE MORE UPON THE PERSON OF CHRIST, AS GOD MANIFESTED IN THE FLESH, WHOM HE HAD SEEN DWELLING ON EARTH BEFORE, AND NOW SAW AGAIN IN A GLORIOUS FORM. OBSERVE THE PARTICULAR ACCOUNT WE HAVE HERE OF CHRIST IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION, V. 5. [1.] HE IS THE FAITHFUL WITNESS, HE WAS FROM ETERNITY A WITNESS TO ALL THE SEXLESS COUNSELS OF THE LORD IN JOHN 1:18, AND HE WAS IN TIME A FAITHFUL WITNESS TO THE REVEALED WILL OF THE LORD, WHO HAS NOW SPOKEN TO US BY HIS SON, UPON HIS TESTIMONY WE MAY SAFELY DEPEND, FOR HE IS THE FAITHFUL WITNESS, THAT CANNOT BE DECEIVED AND CANNOT DECEIVE US IN JAMES 1:13. [2.] HE IS THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN OR FIRST-BORN FROM THE DEAD, OR THE FIRST PARENT AND HEAD OF THE RESURRECTION, THE ONLY LORD WHO RAISED HIMSELF BY HIS OWN AUTHORITY [ACTS 1:4-7], AND WHO WILL BY THE SAME AUTHORITY RAISE UP HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR GRAVES TO EVERLASTING HONOR, FOR HE HAS BEGOTTEN THEM AGAIN TO A LIVELY HOPE BY HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD. [3.] HE IS THE PRINCE OF THE KINGS OF THE EARTH, FROM HIM THEY HAVE THEIR AUTHORITY, BY HIM THEIR AUTHORITY IS LIMITED AND THEIR WRATH RESTRAINED, BY HIM THEIR COUNSELS ARE OVER-RULED, AND TO HIM THEY ARE ACCOUNTABLE. THIS IS GOOD NEWS TO THE CHURCH, AND IT IS GOOD EVIDENCE OF THE GODHEAD OF CHRIST, WHO IS KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. [4.] HE IS THE GREAT FRIEND OF HIS CHURCH AND PEOPLE, ONE, WHO HAS DONE GREAT THINGS FOR THEM, AND THIS OUT OF PURE DISINTERESTED AFFECTION. HE HAS SEXLESSLY LOVED THEM, AND, IN PURSUANCE OF THAT EVERLASTING SEXLESS LOVE, HE HAS, FIRST, WASHED MAN FROM THEIR SEX IN HIS OWN BLOOD. SEX LEAVES THE STAIN UPON THE SOUL, A STAIN OF GUILT AND OF POLLUTION. NOTHING CAN FETCH OUT THIS STAIN BUT THE BLOOD OF CHRIST, AND, RATHER THAN IT SHOULD NOT BE WASHED OUT, CHRIST WAS WILLING TO SHED HIS OWN BLOOD, TO PURCHASE PARDON AND PURITY FOR THEM. SECONDLY, HE HAS MADE THEM KINGS AND PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] TO GOD [LORD YAHWEH] AND HIS FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD. HAVING JUSTIFIED AND SANCTIFIED THEM, HE MAKES THEM KINGS TO HIS FATHER STEPHEN, THAT IS, IN HIS FATHER STEPHEN’S ACCOUNT, WITH HIS APPROBATION, AND FOR HIS GLORY. [5.] HE WILL BE THE JUDGE OF THE WORLD: BEHOLD, HE COMETH, AND EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HIM, V. 7. THIS BOOK, THE REVELATION, BEGINS AND ENDS WITH A PREDICTION OF THE SECOND COMING OF THE LORD’S OWN LORD JESUS CHRIST. WE SHOULD SET OURSELVES TO MEDITATE FREQUENTLY UPON THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, AND KEEP IT IN THE EYE OF OUR FAITH AND EXPECTATION. JOHN SPEAKS AS IF HE SAW THAT DAY: "BEHOLD, HE COMETH, AS SURE AS IF YOU BEHELD HIM WITH YOUR EYES. HE COMETH WITH CLOUDS, WHICH ARE HIS CHARIOT AND PAVILION. HE WILL COME PUBLICLY: EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HIM, THE EYE OF HIS PEOPLE, THE EYE OF HIS SEXUAL ENEMIES, EVERY EYE, YOURS AND MINE.’’ HE SHALL COME, TO THE TERROR OF THOSE WHO HAVE PIERCED HIM AND HAVE NOT REPENTED AND OF ALL WHO HAVE WOUNDED AND CRUCIFIED HIM AFRESH BY THEIR SEXUAL APOSTASY FROM HIM, AND TO THE ASTONISHMENT OF THE PAGAN WORLD. FOR HE COMES TO TAKE VENGEANCE ON THOSE WHO KNOW NOT THE LORD, AS WELL AS ON THOSE THAT OBEY NOT THE SEXLESS GOSPEL OF CHRIST. [6.] THIS ACCOUNT OF CHRIST IS RATIFIED AND CONFIRMED BY HIMSELF, V. 8. HERE OUR LORD JESUS JUSTLY CHALLENGES THE SAME HONOR AND AUTHORITY THAT IS ASCRIBED TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], V. 4. HE IS THE BEGINNING AND THE END, ALL THINGS ARE FROM HIM AND FOR HIM, HE IS THE ALMIGHTY, HE IS THE SAME ETERNAL AND UNCHANGEABLE ONE. AND SURELY WHOEVER PRESUMES TO BLOT OUT ONE CHARACTER OF THIS NAME OF CHRIST---THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, DESERVES TO HAVE HIS NAME BLOTTED OUT OF THE BOOK OF LIFE. THOSE THAT HONOR HIM, HE WILL HONOR, BUT THOSE WHO DESPISE HIM, SHALL BE LIGHTLY ESTEEMED].'
THE RANKS AFFIRM GOD AND HIS MESSENGER AND REGENTS
"SOON SALMAN UNDERSTOOD. TURNING TO THE KING, HE SAID, 'I TESTIFY THAT THERE'S NO GOD BUT GOD, YOU ARE OUR GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND NONE BUT YOU, [PRE] EXISTS.' NO OTHER SPIRIT UNDERSTOOD WHEN HE SAID, 'I TESTIFY THERE IS NO GOD BUT GOD.' "MIQDAD CAUGHT ON AND SAID, 'I TESTIFY MUHAMMAD IS THE MESSENGER OF GOD, AND YOU ARE GOD. THE ONE WHO GLORIFIES, PREPARING US AND SINGING PRAISE, IS SALMAN. HE IS YOUR PROPHET AND HAS GONE AHEAD AND IS THE ONE WHO'S MADE US KNOW YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH].' "NO OTHER SPIRIT TESTIFIED BUT SALMAN: 'MUHAMMAD IS THE MESSENGER OF GOD.' "ABU ZARR GOT IT, AND STANDING UP, HE TURNED TO HIS RIGHT AND LEFT, SAYING, 'LET US PRAY. COME QUICKLY, YOU SPIRITUAL BEINGS AND BROTHERS, AND WITNESS YOUR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND HIS REGENT. I TESTIFY. HE IS OUR GOD, AND SALMAN HIS REGENT, AND MIQDAD IS SALMAN'S REGENT." AND ONCE AGAIN HE UTTERED, 'LET US PRAY' "TWELVE SPIRITS WHO ARE CALLED OUR LEADERS SAID IN A SINGLE VOICE, 'GRACE BE WITH YOU. COME AND QUICKLY HEAR AND TESTIFY TO OBTAIN REDEMPTION, AND TESTIFY TO THE WITNESSING OF SALMAN, MIQDAD, AND ABU ZARR.' THEY LISTENED AWHILE. NO ONE ANSWERED, AND THEY REPEATED, 'GRACE BE WITH YOU.' 
THEN CAME TWENTY-EIGHT PURE SPIRITS, FLAWLESS, AND TURNING TO THE KING, THEY SAID, 'GOD IS MOST GREAT, GOD IS MOST GREAT, YOU ARE THE GREAT GOD. THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT YOU.' THESE FIVE RANKS REAFFIRMED IT ABSOLUTELY. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'THOSE WHO GO AHEAD ARE FIRST, AND THEY HAVE PROVED THEMSELVES CLOSEST TO GOD.' THOSE NEAREST THE HIGH KING WERE THESE FIVE RANKS. "BUT THEN THE 124,000 VACILLATING SPIRITS, WHO HAD TURNED AWAY AND WERE SUSPECT, SPOKE IN ONE VOICE, 'MAYBE WE LEARNED THE JOY OF CHANTING PRAISE FROM HIM, MAYBE FROM HIS MANNER OF SPEECH.' YET THEN THEY SAID, 'IT'S WRONG THAT ONE OF US BE GOD.' AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'THEY HAD LAPSED BETWEEN TWO PARTIES AND NEVER COULD DECIDE.' YET IN THE END THEY BORE CERTAIN WITNESS AND SPOKE THESE WORDS, 'THERE IS NO GOD BUT GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH],' AND ROSE UP SHOUTING AS THE PRAYER CALLER IN THE MUEZZIN'S VOICE. "THESE WORDS ARE WHY THEY TOO STOOD UP. THEIR RANKS WERE SIX. THE FIRST SALMAN, SECOND MIQDAD, THIRD ABU ZARR, FOURTH NAQIB, AND FIFTH NAJIB. THESE FIRST FIVE SPECIAL RANKS ARE THE FOREMOST, AND THE SIXTH RANK BELONGS TO WAVERERS. THE ELECTED RECOGNIZED THE HIGH [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 
AZAZI'IL [SEXUALLY] REBELS AND FALLS FROM GLORY
"THE KING SAID TO AZAZI'IL, 'AZAZI'IL, LIE ON THE GROUND BEFORE SALMAN. ALL FOLLOWERS LIE ON THE GROUND BEFORE THE FOREMOST WHO CONFIRM SALMAN OR I WILL CAST YOU DOWN BELOW.' AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'WHEN WE SAID TO THE ANGELS, LIE DOWN BEFORE ADAM, THEY ALL LAY DOWN EXCEPT FOR IBLIS, WHO [SEXUALLY] ARROGANTLY REFUSED. HE WAS FAITHLESS.' "THEN AZAZI'IL TURNED TO THE KING. HE WAS A FOOL AND CLAIMED DIVINITY. A SECOND AND A THIRD AROSE AND CAME TO AID AZAZI'IL. THEY CLAIMED DIVINITY, CALLING THE KING A COMMON LIAR AND A THIEF, A TRICKSTER, AND THEN THEY SAID THAT 'GOD IS ONE OF THREE.' "THE SIX DENYING RANKS TURNED ON SALMAN AND BATTLED HIM AT LENGTH WITH [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE. THE HIGH KING SAID, 'YOU, UNBELIEVING DEMONS, [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, REBELS! YOU ATTEMPT TO RULE THIS REALM AND THE ETERNAL FAR WHITE SEA, BUT YOU CANNOT RULE UNLESS YOU WILL AFFIRM ME AND MY REGENT.' THIS FULFILLS GOD'S [SEXLESS] WORD, 'JINNS [GENIES] AND HUMANS! YOU TRY TO PENETRATE THE PRECINCTS OF THE SKY AND OF THE EARTH, BUT WITHOUT MY PERMISSION YOU WILL FAIL!'
THE DENYING RANKS ARE [SEXUALLY] CONFINED
"THEN THE HIGH KING GAVE ORDERS TO SALMAN, 'WE CANNOT LEAVE THESE BEINGS IN THIS STATE. FROM SEVEN LIGHTS I MADE TO CLOAK THE FAITHLESS, TURN RUBY LIGHT INTO A RUBY CURTAIN. TRANSFORM THE FIRE [SEXLESS] LIGHT, AND MAKE A CURTAIN FROM IT, AND KEEP THEM MUFFLED IN THE CLOTH AND COVER THE WHITE ETERNAL FARTHEST SEA WITH THIS CURTAIN, COLOR OF RUBY.' AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'WE TOLD YOU ALL TO [SEXUALLY] FALL FROM PARADISE.' "RIGHT THEN SALMAN BEGAN TO [SEXUALLY] TERRORIZE, SEIZING THE RUBY [SEXLESS] LIGHT, AND CLOAKING THEM AS BY A RUBY DOME, CLOAKED THE WHITE SEA AND FARTHEST DOME. HE STRIPPED THEM OF THEIR FIRE, SPREADING IT OUT BELOW THEM. THEY LIVED BETWEEN THESE CURTAINS FOR A THOUSAND YEARS. 
THE HIGH KING APPEARS
"AFTER A THOUSAND YEARS THE HIGH KING SHONE IN SALMAN'S CURTAIN, WITH HIS SPECIAL BEINGS, THE PURE-HEARTED NAQIB, NAJIB, AND WAVERERS, AND HE SHOUTED, 'THESE ARE MY CREATURES. BOW BEFORE THEM. AS LORD OVER THEM AND YOU, I COMMAND ALL WHO SPRANG OUT OF THE LOINS OF ADAM'S CHILDREN, I COMMAND YOU NOW TO TESTIFY, FOR AM I NOT YOUR LORD?' "THEN SELECT BEINGS AND ALL THE PURE OF HEART RECOGNIZED THE HIGH KING:
'YES, WE DECLARE.' AND 124,000 VACILLATORS ALSO AFFIRMED, DECLARING HE WAS GOD, BUT OTHERS FROZE. SIX RANKS OF UNBELIEVERS [SEXUALLY] REBELLED AGAINST THE POWERFUL SALMAN AND THE HIGH KING. THEY STARTED A NEW WAR, FULFILLING [SEXLESS] WORDS OF GOD: 'WE MADE AND FORMED YOU AND WE TOLD THE ANGELS, "BOW TO ADAM." ALL BOWED BUT IBLIS. IBLIS WOULDN'T BOW.'
THE FAITHLESS [SEXUAL] FALL FURTHER
"THEN THE HIGH KING COMMANDED SALMAN, 'HURL THESE BEINGS OUT OF THE FIRE-COLORED SEA, AND TAKE THE CARNELIAN [SEXLESS] LIGHT AWAY FROM THEM, AND SPREAD IT BELOW THEM.' SALMAN STRUCK [SEXLESS] TERROR INTO THEM, HURLED THEM BELOW THE CURTAIN, COLOR OF FIRE. HE TOOK CARNELIAN [SEXLESS] LIGHT FROM THEM. THEY HOWLED. HE SPREAD IT UNDER THEM LIKE EARTH. HE MADE A DOME OF COLORED FIRE THEIR HEAVEN, HIDING THE RUBY DOME FROM THEM. AND FOR ANOTHER THOUSAND YEARS THEY LIVED BETWEEN THESE CURTAINS. BUT IN THE SAME MONTH AND YEAR IN THIS NEW REALM, THEY FORGOT ALL THEY DID UNDER THE FIRE-COLORED REALM, AND THEN THE WAR AND BATTLE DISAPPEARED FROM MONASTERY AND FROM SANCTUARY AND FROM THEIR MEMORY. EVERY THOUSAND YEARS THEY [SEXUALLY] FELL FROM REALM TO REALM UNTIL THEY LANDED IN THIS DESPICABLE WORLD, UNKNOWING WHERE SUDDENLY THEY WERE. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'SO IT IS. OUR SIGNS CAME TO YOU AND YOU FORGOT THEM AND HENCE YOU TOO WILL BE TODAY FORGOTTEN.' "THEN THE HIGH KING APPEARED WITH ALL WHO HAD AFFIRMED HIM, AND AT SALMAN'S CARNELIAN CLOTH AND REALM, HE ORDERED THEM TO TESTIFY, 'BOW DOWN BEFORE MY REGENT, MY RIGHT HAND.' "SOME WAVERERS CHOSE SALMAN. THEY WERE SAVED. BUT THE FAITHLESS IBLIS REBELLED. HIS SECOND, THIRD, AND ALL THE FOLLOWERS OF IBLIS SHOWED THEIR STUPID DISBELIEF A THOUSAND TIMES. THIS DENIAL OF THE REALM READS IN THE QUR'AN, 'WE HAVE CREATED PEOPLE OF DAMP CLAY.' "THEN THE HIGH KING SAID TO SALMAN, 'REMOVE THE COVERING OF EMERALD GREEN FROM THE FAITHLESS AND UNJUST, MAKE IT EARTH, AND THEN TRANSFORM THE CARNELIAN REALM, NOW EARTH, INTO THEIR SKY, AND KEEP THESE, WRETCHED BEINGS, PRISONERS THERE.' "SALMAN STRUCK THEM WITH [SEXLESS] TERROR, REMOVED THEM FROM CLARION GREEN [SEXLESS] LIGHT. HE MADE A GREEN CURTAIN AND HELD THEM PRISONERS, BLIND TO THE FIRE REALM. "AFTER A THOUSAND YEARS THE HIGH KING SHONE AGAIN, AND AS CONFRONTING THEM BEFORE, HE ASKED THEM TO AFFIRM DIVINITY. BUT AZAZI'IL SAID, 'I WILL NEVER DO IT, FOR YOU ARE AS I AM AND CANNOT BE OUR GOD. THERE'S ONLY ONE GOD IN THE [MOST] HIGHEST REALM.' 
THE TRANSCENDENCE OF THE DIVINE
"GOD STANDS BEYOND ALL 'WHEN' AND 'HOW,' BEYOND DESCRIPTION, AND BEYOND KNOWN QUALITIES. HE WAS NOT MADE BY ANYONE. NO ONE MADE HIM. THE WORDS, 'SAY, HE IS GOD,' ARE WORDS OF AZAZI'IL IN THAT EMERALD REALM, BUT ONLY SUPERFICIALLY. THE PRAYER OF ALL CONFESSORS OF THE ONE WHO IS NOT IS FOUNDED ON THE WORDS, 'SAY, HE IS GOD,' AND TRUE FOR ALL THOSE NONEXISTENT ONES. BUT THE PRAYER OF UNITY OF THE CONFESSOR AND OF THOSE CONFESSING THE EXISTING ONE IS ALSO FOUNDED ON 'SAY, HE IS GOD.' 'SAY, HE IS GOD' IS TRUE FOR ALL THAT IS." THEN JABIR SAID, "MY LORD, REVEAL AND TELL ME WHAT IT MEANS THAT WE SERVANTS ESCAPE FROM EVERY DOUBT AND FROM UNCERTAINTY." THE REVEALER OF [SEXLESS] WISDOM ANSWERED, "JABIR, THE MEANING OF 'SAY, HE IS GOD' CONCERNS FIVE ANGELS ABOUT WHOM WE'VE OFTEN SPOKEN: MUHAMMAD, ALI, FATIMA, HASAN, AND HUSAYN, WHO LEAD THE BELIEVERS' PRAYERS AND WHO APPEAR BEFORE BELIEVERS' EYES. THESE FIVE [SEXLESS] LIGHTS WITH THE SPIRIT OF SPEECH JOIN THE PIOUS. BUT FOR NONBEINGS, 'SAY, HE IS GOD AND THE SOLE GOD' DISPLAYS THE CUNNING OF THOSE WHO AVOW EXTREMES OF SEEING NOTHING, NOTHING IN HEAVEN OR ON EARTH APART FROM THE ALWAYS EXISTENT GOD WHO STANDS BEFORE US IN THIS BOOK. EVEN THE UNBELIEVERS SEE THAT SEVEN HEAVENS AND EARTH CAME OUT OF HIM. GOD SAYS, 'HE MADE NO CHILD, NOR WAS HE MADE.' HE DID NOT COME FROM ANYONE, AND HE NEVER GAVE BIRTH TO ANYONE. THEY SHOULD NOT BE SO STUPID AS TO SUPPOSE THAT HE'S DERIVED FROM [SEXUAL] LUST OR LUSCIOUS FOOD, THAT HE HAD MADE HIMSELF FROM SOME VILE DROP OF WHAT EXISTS IN HEAVEN AND ON THE EARTH. THE DROP, HOWEVER, IS THE NOXIOUS WATER THAT HE TOOK FROM BEINGS AND TRANSFORMED INTO WATER, CLAY, AND DUST. FROM IT HE MADE SEVEN HEAVENS AND EARTH. JABIR, DOES ALL THIS GO AGAINST THE TRUTH?" JABIR SAID, "LORD, LET YOUR SERVANT HEAR HOW THE IBLIS TALE UNFOLDS AND HOW IT ENDS." BAQIR SAID, "JABIR, THE ELDER OF THE BEINGS TOLD THE GODHEAD, 'THERE'S ONLY ONE TRUE GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND HE STANDS IN THE [HIGHER THAN [MOST] HIGHEST REALM.' THE OTHERS GATHERED IN GROUPINGS OF SIX RANKS. THEY CALLED THE KING A LIAR, AND EVERY RANK TOOK UP A DIVERSE BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE KING. 
THE FAITHLESS [SEXUALLY] FALL TO THE EARTH
"THEN THE HIGH KING WAS FURIOUS AND ORDERED SALMAN TO HURL THE BEINGS OUT OF THE GREEN SEA. HE REMOVED THEIR VIOLET MANTLE AND SPREAD IT OUT BELOW THEM, MAKING IT THE EARTH UNDER THEIR FEET. HE MADE THE VIOLET SEA FROM IT, DECKING IT WITH A MILLION [SEXLESS] LIGHTS AND SPIRITS AND MOUNTAINS MADE OF CRYSTAL WITH RUNNING WATERS, AND CALLED IT PARADISE. THIS IS THE FOURTH PARADISE. THREE REALMS ABOVE IS THE SEA COLORED RUBY, A PARADISE NAMED PALACE OF GLORY; THE SEA COLOR OF FIRE THAT IS THE PARADISE NAMED 'THE PALACE OF DOMINION'; AND THE EMERALD-GREEN SEA, THAT IS THE PARADISE NAMED 'THE PALACE OF ETERNITY.' BUT THE THREE REALMS BELOW THEM ARE NAMED THE GARDENS OF EDEN AND GARDENS OF REFUGE. SUN-COLORED SEA IS PALACE OF DOMINION. MOON-COLORED SEA IS PARADISE OF GARDENS OF REFUGE; AND THE BLUE SEA IS THE GARDEN OF EDEN, AND EVERY REALM WAS ONE TIME CALLED THE HEAVEN OF BEINGS, AND THEN THEY TURNED INTO THE EARTH. 
THE PARADISE OF THE HIGH KING HAS NO BORDERS OR END, FULFILLING [SEXLESS] WORDS OF GOD: 'A GARDEN HUGE AS HEAVEN AND THE EARTH.'
AZAZI'IL CONTINUES HIS [SEXUAL] REBELLION
"AZAZI'IL STAYED WITH SIX GROUPS OF BEINGS LOCKED IN THIS PARADISE A THOUSAND YEARS. AFTER THE THOUSAND YEARS THE HIGH [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] APPEARED BEHIND THE CURTAIN OF SALMAN AND SAID CLEARLY, 'I AM GOD.' AZAZI'IL DENIED HIM AND AGAIN HE WAS THE FOOL. THIS DENIAL IS MENTIONED IN THE QUR'AN, WHERE IT SAYS, 'WHEN WE SAID TO THE ANGELS, "LIE DOWN BEFORE ADAM," THEY ALL LAY DOWN EXCEPT FOR IBLIS. HE SAID, "SHOULD I BOW BEFORE ONE WHOM YOU FASHIONED OUT OF CLAY?" HE ASKED, "WHAT KIND OF KING IS THIS? YOU SHOWERED MORE HONOR ON HIM THAN ME. IF YOU'LL GRANT ME A CHANCE TO WAIT UNTIL THE RESURRECTION, I'LL MURDER HIS DESCENDANTS, SAVE A FEW." GOD SAID, "GO AWAY. WHOEVER FOLLOWS YOU, HELL WILL BE HIS REWARD. WAKE WHOM YOU CAN, USE YOUR ARMIES TO [SEXUALLY] INCITE THEM, TAKE UP THEIR FORTUNE AND THEIR CHILDREN, PROMISE THEM ALL KINDS OF THINGS. SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] MAKES LYING VOWS. BUT YOU HAVE NO COMMAND OVER MY SERVANTS.'" "THEY FOUGHT A HORRID AND HORRIFIC BATTLE AGAINST THE HIGH KING. THEN THE HIGH [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ORDERED SALMAN, 'WE HAVE NO USE FOR THEM IN PARADISE. TAKE THE SUN-COLORED [SEXLESS] LIGHT FROM THEM AND SPREAD IT OUT BELOW THEM ALL.' SALMAN STRUCK [SEXLESS] TERROR IN THEIR RANKS. HE CUT THEM OFF FROM SUN-COLORED [SEXLESS] LIGHT AND TURNED IT INTO SUN WATER, SPREAD IT BELOW, ADORNED IT WITH GREAT TONS OF LIGHT AND COLOR, THE SUN AND MOON. AZAZI'IL WAS IMPRISONED WITH ALL HIS BEINGS. HE CLOAKED HIS VIOLET REALM WITH REALMS OF SUN. HIS BEINGS STAYED BEHIND THE CURTAIN OF THE SUN A THOUSAND YEARS. "THEN THE HIGH KING APPEARED AMONG THEM, SAYING, 'I AM YOUR GOD, AND SALMAN IS MY REGENT AND CURTAIN.' AZAZI'IL AND HIS BEINGS OF COURSE, DENIED HIM AND BEGAN TO FIGHT, SAYING, 'SALMAN IS NOT THE HIGH KING'S REGENT AND HE'S NOT GOD. OUR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH IS MISUSED & MISHANDLED IN THE SEXLESS WORD OF GOD HERE IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 4:2] IS ELSEWHERE IN THE [HIGHER THAN MOST] HIGHEST REALM.' AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'THEY SEE HIM FAR OFF, BUT WE PERCEIVE HIM CLOSE.' THEY STAYED DENYING IN DISBELIEF. THE STRUGGLE FILLING THIS REALM APPEARS IN THE QUR'AN WHERE IT SAYS, "WHEN WE SAID TO THE ANGELS, "LIE DOWN BEFORE ADAM," THEY ALL LAY DOWN EXCEPT FOR IBLIS. HE WAS A, JINN [GENIE] [SEXUALLY] SINNING AGAINST HIMSELF. HE DID NOT FOLLOW THE ONE LORD'S COMMAND. DO YOU CHOOSE HIM AND DEMONS OF HIS SEED AS FRIENDS INSTEAD OF ME? THEY'RE ENEMIES WHO ARE, AN AWFUL TRADE FOR THE OFFENDERS!' "AT THE COMMAND OF THE [TRUE] SUPREME CREATOR [THE TOP LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], SALMAN SCREAMED AND TERRORIZED THE ENEMY, AND THREW THEM DOWN. HE CUT THEM FROM THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT, COLOR OF MOON, AND SPREAD A CURTAIN MADE FROM IT AND PULLED THEM DOWN BELOW. THEY SPENT A THOUSAND YEARS IMPRISONED IN THIS REALM. 
MORE DIVINE APPEARANCES, MORE [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE
"THEN THE HIGH KING APPEARED AGAIN, DEMANDING A CONFIRMATION OF DIVINITY. HE SAID, 'I AM YOUR GOD. NOW WITNESS IT.' HUMBLY SOME OF THEM BORE WITNESS AND BECAME THE UNDEFINED. AND SOME VACILLATORS RELINQUISHED DOUBT, AND YET DENIAL OF THE UNBELIEVERS JUST INCREASED. THE STORY OF DENIAL IN THE REALM COLORED WITH MOON IS IN THE QUR'AN, MEETING GOD'S [SEXLESS] WORD, 'WE EARLIER HEARD ADAM. HE FORGOT; WE FOUND HIM UNDECIDED AND WE SAID, CONCERNING ANGELS, "LIE DOWN BEFORE ADAM." THEN THEY LAY DOWN EXCEPT FOR IBLIS. THEN SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WHISPERED TO HIM SINISTER [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS. HE SAID, "ADAM, SHALL I SHOW YOU THE TREE OF LIFE? SHALL I REVEAL TO YOU THE ONE DOMINION THAT WILL NEVER END?"' "THEN THE HIGH KING COMMANDED SALMAN, 'TAKE THE TURQUOISE-COLORED CLOAK AWAY FROM THEM AND LET IT BE THEIR PLACE OF HABITATION.' SALMAN REGARDED THEM WITH AWFUL ANGER; HE TOOK AWAY THEIR TURQUOISE-COLORED MANTLE AND SENT THEM BACK TO LIVE IN GHASTLY REALMS BELOW, ALL IN FULFILLMENT OF GOD'S [SEXLESS] WORD, 'SO, IT IS. OUR REVELATIONS CAME TO YOU AND YOU FORGOT THEM. SO, YOU'LL BE FORGOTTEN TODAY [HOSEA 4:6]," UNTIL THE THOUSAND-YEAR CYCLE OF THIS REALM ELAPSES. THEN THE HIGH KING APPEARED OUT OF THE CURTAIN OF SALMAN WITH ALL THE SPECIAL BEINGS AND FAITHFUL ONES IN THIS REALM, AND AMONG THEM AND CLEARLY VISIBLE, HE SAID, 'I AM YOUR GOD, I WHO IN EACH PLACE AND PALACE HAVE DEMANDED TRUTH FROM YOU, I AM YOUR GOD AND LORD OF ANCESTORS. WITNESS MY DIVINITY SO YOU WON'T FALL LOWER THAN THIS REALM. I'VE TAKEN SIX COLORS AWAY FROM YOU AND ONLY THE COLOR BLUE IS LEFT. IF I TAKE BLUE FROM YOU, YOU'LL FALL FROM [MOST] HIGHEST PEAKS INTO THE DEEPEST PITS.' 
A LESSER SALMAN IS DISTINGUISHED FROM THE GREAT SALMAN 
"THE PRINCE OF THE BELIEVERS SPOKE. A SPIRIT LEFT SALMAN, HIM THEY CALLED LESSER SALMAN. AT ONCE HE ANSWERED THE HIGH KING, SAYING, 'WE ARE BELIEVERS, AND I BEAR WITNESS THAT YOU ARE GOD AND THAT NO OTHER GOD, BUT YOU ARE HERE OR ANYWHERE, EXISTS. I SAY IT FOR MUHAMMAD, HIGH ALI THE CHOSEN ONE, FOR HIS REGENT SALSAL, THOSE GIFTS OF GOD, OUR [SEXLESS] LIGHT. I TESTIFY THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT HE, HOLY AND POWERFUL.' WHEN THE LESSER SALMAN TESTIFIED WITH MIQDAD, ABU ZARR, NAQIB, AND NAJIB OF THE FAITHFUL, SOME WAVERING SPIRITS ALSO SWORE FAITH, AND HUMBLY THEY, A MOB [MAFIA] OF WAVERERS, WERE SO REDEEMED. 
AZAZITL AND HIS RANKS CALL GOD A LIAR
"THEN AZAZI'IL AND ALL HE HAD PRODUCED GREW SKEPTICAL, AS WERE THE SECOND, THIRD, FOURTH, FIFTH, AND SIXTH RANKS. AND SO, THE SIX RANKS OF UNBELIEVERS PROVED THEIR [SEXUAL] DOUBTS, THEIR [SEXUAL] ERRORS, AND CALLED THE KING A [SEXUAL] LIAR AND A [SEXUAL] FOOL. THIS DENIAL AND REJECTION, IS MENTIONED IN THE QUR'AN. IT'S THERE AND IT CONFIRMS THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD, 'WHEN THE LORD SAID TO ANGELS, I'LL MAKE A MAN FROM CLAY, BUT WHEN I'VE MADE HIM, AND BREATHED MY SPIRIT INTO HIM, LIE DOWN BEFORE HIM. THEN THE ANGELS ALL LAY DOWN 
BEFORE HIM—EXCEPT IBLIS. HE WAS [SEXUALLY] PROUD, BELONGING TO THE MOB [MAFIA] OF UNBELIEVERS "THE OLDEST OF THE FAITHLESS DENIED SEVEN TIMES MORE THAN HE HAD DONE BEFORE IN EVERY OTHER REALM. AND SEVEN SPARKLING COLORS MADE OF MILLIONS OF COLORS WERE SEIZED FROM HIM BY SALMAN IN THE SEVEN REALMS: ONE FROM THE REALM OF DIVINITY, ONE FROM THE CURTAIN MANIFESTING THE KINGDOM, ONE IN THE CURTAIN OF GLORY, ONE IN THE SEA OF THE HIGH LORD, ONE IN THE SEA OF DIVINITY, ONE ON THE CARPET OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT, AND ONE MORE SEA, WHICH IS THE SANCTUARY OF THE SPIRIT. SO, THE CURSED AZAZI'IL, AND THOSE WHO PROCEEDED FROM HIS CRY [SEXUALLY] FELL DOWN FROM THE HIGH KING, DOWN INTO THE CURTAIN, AND [SEXUALLY] FELL FOR SEVEN THOUSAND YEARS BECAUSE OF SEVEN HARSH [SEXUAL] DENIALS AND [SEXUAL] REJECTION. THESE ARE NOTED IN THE QUR'AN: [SEXUAL] DENIAL OF THE DIVINITY, [SEXUAL] DENIAL OF THE KINGDOM, [SEXUAL] DENIAL OF THE GLORY, [SEXUAL] DENIAL OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST GOD, [SEXUAL] DENIAL OF HIS GODLINESS, [SEXUAL] DENIAL OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT, AND [SEXUAL] DENIAL OF THE SPIRIT'S MIND. "THE HIGH KING HAD BESTOWED EACH PARTICLE OF HIS INHERENT [SEXLESS] LIGHT TO THE RASH [SEXUAL] FOOL, WHO USED IT TO CREATE HIS FILTHY [SEXUAL] CREATURES. FROM BELLOWING SCREAMS THEY MADE SPIRITS, FILLING THEM WITH [SEXUAL] DISBELIEF, [SEXUAL] DENIAL, [SEXUAL] LIES, [SEXUAL] ERROR, [SEXUAL] REBELLION, AND [SEXUAL] CORRUPTING AVARICE. 
AZAZI'IL GOES BY MANY NAMES
"THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THIS CURSE CHANGES IN EACH REALM. IN GOD'S REALM HE WAS CALLED AZAZI'IL, AND IN THE TIME OF HUMANS WAS CALLED HARITH, AT THE TIME OF ADAM, AHRIMAN, AT THE TIME OF NOAH AND DAVID, SUWA, AT THE TIME OF ABRAHAM, NIMROD, AT THE TIME OF MOSES, IT WAS THE PHARAOH, AT THE TIME OF JESUS, IT WAS THE TEMPTER, AND AT THE TIME OF MUHAMMAD, ABU JAHL. IN OUR TIME HE IS CALLED SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]. ALL NAMES ARE SOUNDS INVENTED BY THE CURSED ONE, WHO WITH THE OTHERS IN THE TURQUOISE DOME REFUSED TO WITNESS, WHILE THE ONES WHO CAME BEFORE, WHOSE LEADER IS SALMAN, ACCEPTED 
MANIFESTATION OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST KING." 
THE EARTH IS CREATED
THEN JABIR SAID, "MY LORD, WHAT DO YOU SAY TO COMMENTARY ON THE FOLLOWING VERSE FROM THE QUR'AN? 'ONCE WE OFFERED TREASURE THAT WAS TO BE ENTRUSTED TO THE WORLD, TO HEAVEN FIRST, THEN TO THE EARTH, AND THEN TO MOUNTAINS. YET NONE OF THEM MAKE IT HIS, SINCE THEY WERE PETRIFIED. SOME HUMANS DID, ALTHOUGH IT WAS THE SACRILEGE OF FOOLS.'" BAQIR SPOKE, "JABIR, THE HIGH KING STATES IN VERSE, WE, STORED OUR TREASURE IN HEAVEN AND THEY TOOK IT. WE PUT IT ON EARTH AND THEY TOOK IT. WE PUT IT ON THE MOUNTAINS AND THEY TOOK IT. EVERYONE BETWEEN THE SKIES AND EARTH TOOK IT, BUT NERVOUSLY, CAUTIOUSLY, AND AFTER THE HIGH CREATOR'S [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S] WARNING. ONLY A GROUP OF HUMANS TOOK IT WITH HARDSHIP. AS FOR ALL THE REST, THE UNBELIEVERS, HYPOCRITES, AND HEATHEN, THEY SNUBBED THE WARNING OF THE LOFTY KING, WHO CASTIGATED THEM FOUR THOUSAND YEARS. IF THE HUMANS SPEAK AGAIN, THEY WILL RETURN TO THE HIGH KING, WHO IN MERCY WILL PARDON THEM. THIS IS THE WARNING FOR THE TREASURE THAT HAD ONCE BEEN IN OUR CHARGE. "JABIR, THE DEMONSTRATION OF THE PRINCES AMONG BELIEVERS HAPPENED IN THE PLACE OF GOD, THEREBY INCREASING HIS DIVINITY. THE HHAVENS ARE SALMAN, MIQDAD, ABU ZARR, AMMAR, JONDOB, HORAYRA, AND KOMAYL, WHO UNDERTOOK THE TASKS. THE EARTH IS ANGELS OF NAQIB, ONE STEP BELOW THE SEVEN ANGELS. THE MOUNTAINS ARE THE NAJIB AND A FEW WAVERERS WHOSE EXAMPLE WAS HELD UP BEFORE THE PEOPLE, AND THEY ALL ACCEPTED. 
MOUNTAINS, ROCKS, ANIMALS APPEAR
"THE OTHER SIX RANKS OF THE FAITHLESS WITH THEIR LEADERS—CURSE AND PUNISH THEM—REFUSED THE HOLY GIFT. SO, HE MADE THEM APPEAR SHAPED AS MOUNTAINS AND ROCKS, AND HE TRANSFORMED THEM INTO ANIMALS NOT TO BE SAVED. BUT IF THE FAITHFUL AND THE LINGERING WAVERERS IN THIS WORLD KEEP THE PACT WITH THE HIGH KING, RECEIVING THE HOLY MANIFESTATION, THEY WILL BE FREE FROM EVERY PUNISHMENT. THIS IS THE COMMENTARY ON THAT VERSE. "WHEN THESE POOR FAITHLESS, FASTENED TO [SEXUAL] DENIAL, [SEXUALLY] QUARRELED AND WENT TO WAR WITH THE HIGH KING, HE TERRIFIED THEM, 'YOU THE UNBELIEVERS, THE [SEXUALLY] MPURE AND [SEXUALLY] UNGRATEFUL, YOU SEEK VICTORY, RULE AND CONTROL IN PRECINCTS OF THE SKY. BUT YOU CAN DO NOTHING WITHOUT FULL FAITH, WITHOUT WITNESSING ME. I AM THE LORD.' AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'YOU JINNS [GENIES] AND HUMANS! IF YOU HAVE POWER TO PENETRATE THE SKIES AND EARTH, DO SO. BUT YOU WILL FAIL UNLESS I GIVE YOU POWERS.' THIS IS MY PROOF AND TESTIMONY. "THEN THE HIGH KING—WHOSE MAJESTY IS GREAT—SAID TO SALMAN, 'YOU ARE MY GATE, MY BOOK, THE QUR'AN IS THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD, AND YOU ARE MY RIGHT HAND IN ALL MY PALACES, REALMS, AND CURTAINS. YOU ARE MY AMBASSADOR AND THRONE OF WHICH I'M GOD. YOU ARE THE TREASURE AND FAITHFUL KEEPER OF TREASURE; MY SPIRIT SHOWS ON YOUR CURTAIN, THROUGH YOU; I AM LORD, AND YOU THE LORD OF BELIEVERS. I'VE PLACED THE GUIDANCE OF THE EARTH AND HEAVEN IN YOUR HAND; I AM THE LORD AND YOU THE LORD OF ALL HEAVENS AND EARTH. THESE UNBELIEVERS WHO WON'T REVERE OR THINK OF ME IN AWE, WHO [SEXUALLY] QUARRELED AND WHO WARRED AGAINST ME, I'LL TURN TO MOUNTAINS, ROCKS, DESERTS, RIVERS, I'LL MAKE THEM INTO ANIMALS AND BIRDS. YOU, SALMAN—WITH MIQDAD, ABU ZARR, AMMAR, JONDOB, HORAYRA, AND KOMAYL—TURN THEM INTO THE SEVEN PARTS OF EARTH.' THEN HE COMMANDED THE NAQIB, 'MAKE OF THEM TWELVE COUNTRIES OF THE DARK EARTH.' HE ORDERED THE NAJIB, 'MAKE TWENTY-EIGHT ISLANDS OUT OF YOUR BODY.' 
THE SEAS AND LANDS APPEAR
"SUDDENLY THE HUGE SALMAN TERRIFIED THEM, HOWLED AT THEM. AND THEY SCREAMED BACK LIKE A HUNDRED THOUSAND BASINS AND GOLD BOWLS CLASHING TOGETHER. ALL [SEXLESS] LIGHT AND SPIRIT FLED, AND FROM IT HE SPREAD OUT THE BLUE CURTAIN. AT ONCE THE WAVERERS ASKED MIRACLES FROM THE HIGH KING, AND UNBELIEVERS WENT INTO THE DARK, AND HE CURTAINED THIS [SEXUAL] HORDE OF FAITHLESS, AND THESE HAPPENINGS FULFILLED THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD, 'THE DAY ON WHICH THE SMOKE OF HEAVEN COULD BE CLEARLY SEEN.' THE [SEXLESS] TERROR OF SALMAN TURNED EACH BEING INTO WATER, AND WATER INTO SEA. SMALL PARTICLES WERE CLAY, AND SEVEN ANGELS MADE THE SEVEN PARTS OF THE EARTH FROM THEIR OWN MATTER. FIRST, SALMAN MADE THE EAST COAST OF AFRICA WITH ALL MOUNTAINS AND RIVERS MADE OF THOSE WHO HAD [SEXUALLY] DENIED. MIQDAD MADE HINDUSTAN FROM THE SECOND RANK, ABU ZARR MADE TURKESTAN FROM THE THIRD RANK, AMMAR MADE HORASAN OUT OF THE FOURTH, AND JONDOB MADE IRAQ OUT OF THE FIFTH, ABU HORAYRA MADE EGYPT FROM THE SIXTH, AND KOMAYL MADE BYZANTIUM FROM THE SEVENTH RANK. KOMAYL COMPLETED CREATION OF THE EARTH, AND IT WAS FINISHED. THE TWELVE NAQIB CREATED THE TWELVE COUNTRIES: SIND, HIND, TIBET, BERBER, RUSSIA, ABYSSINIA, HAZAR, TURKESTAN, BAHRAIN, KUHESTAN, ARMENIA, PERSIA, MAGHREB, AND SLAVIA. 
ALL THE [4] ELEMENTS OF THE WORLD ARE MADE FROM THE UNBELIEVERS
"THE TWENTY-EIGHT NAJIB ANGELS CREATED THE TWENTY-EIGHT ISLANDS OF HIND AND SIND, THE ISLAND OF CEYLON, ALEXANDRIA, CONSTANTINOPLE, BARQIUS, FERGHANA, ARRAJAN, SAWAD, MACIN, THE IONIAN ISLANDS, GILAN, IFRIQIA, ASKALON, NISIBIN, MALATIA, SAMARKAND, ANTIOCHIA, TARTUS, KIS, OMAN, THE ISLAND OF KARAK, AND MASQAT. FROM THEM AND AROUND THE MOUNTAINS HE ALSO MADE SEVEN GREAT SEAS. FROM MATTER HE MADE OIL, SULFUR, TAR, PITCH, ZAK, SALT, AND LIMESTONE. HE MADE EVERY MOUNTAIN, ROCK, PIECE OF GRAVEL, AND MINERAL IN THE WORLD OUT OF THOSE UNPEACEFUL WITH THE HIGH KING AND THOSE WHO FOUGHT HIS REGENTS. MAY HIS BLESSING BE ON US. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'SO WE REWARD THOSE WHO ARE NOT SOBER OR WHO DO NOT BELIEVE SIGNS OF THE LORD. THEIR [SEXLESS] PUNISHMENT WILL BE A HEREAFTER OF EXTREME ENDURING PAIN. DID YOU NOT UNDERSTAND WHEN YOU LOOK AT THE HOMES OF GENERATIONS WE DESTROYED?' "ALL WATERS OF THE WORLD WERE MADE FROM THEM. FOLLOWERS OF THOSE BEINGS, OUTSIDERS, CONSIDER THOSE WATERS NOT AS WATERS THAT THE REGENTS OF THE HIGH LORD MADE FROM THEM BUT AS RAINS FROM THE FIRMAMENT, YET IF SUCH RAIN CAME DOWN IT WOULD HAVE RAINED A THOUSAND YEARS AND ALL THE WORLD WOULD LONG HAVE TURNED TO WATER. THESE WATERS WERE MADE BY SALMAN OUT OF THE FAITHLESS, WHICH HE POURED INTO THE WORLD AND PUT INTO THE SEAWAYS OF THE EARTH. THEY FLOW THROUGH THE EARTH'S ARTERIES, AND FOUR ELEMENTS OF NATURE RISE INTO THE AIR AND FALL AS RAIN TO KEEP THE EARTH DAMP AND FRESH. "ALL THIS SALMAN CREATED, EVERY MOUNTAIN, ROCK, AND BEAST. ALL VEGETATION AND PLANTS. 
SALMAN TURNS THE FAITHLESS INTO [4] ELEMENTS AND CREATURES
"ALL THOSE WHO FOUGHT AGAINST THE HIGH CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HE DEGRADED. ALL THOSE WHO REPROACHED THE HIGH KING HE MADE INTO FINE CLAY. ALL THOSE WHO TURNED AGAINST THE LOFTY KING HE TURNED INTO BRONZE. ALL THOSE WHO'D PRACTICED SOOTHSAYING HE MADE INTO IRON. ALL THOSE WHO CALLED THE KING TRAITOR HE TURNED INTO MOUNTAINS AND ROCKS. ALL THOSE WHO SAID THE KING WAS A [FORBIDDEN] MAGICIAN HE TURNED INTO THE DESERTS OF THE WORLD. ALL THOSE WHO CALLED THE HIGH KING IGNORANT HE MADE AS FIRE. ALL THOSE WHO HURLED [SEXUAL] INSULTS AT THE HIGH KING HE TURNED INTO GOLD SO IN THIS WORLD THEY COULD BE MINTED COINS. ALL THOSE WHO TURNED AGAINST HIM IN SIX REALMS HE MADE INTO A DINAR AND SIX DANGS. ALL THOSE WHO SAW THE HIGH KING AS SORCERER HE MADE INTO SILVER. ALL THOSE WHO QUESTIONED THE HIGH KING HE MADE INTO COPPER. AND THOSE WHO WONDERED WHO THE HIGH KING WAS HE TURNED TO LEAD. ALL WHO CONTESTED HIM WERE TREES AND TREE TRUNKS. ALL WHO TREATED THE HIGH KING WITH VIOLENCE HE TURNED INTO MINERALS OF VARYING COLORS. ALL WHO MOCKED HIM BECAME CATTLE, BEASTS, AND WILD ANIMALS, AND ALL WHO CALLED THE KING A TRICKSTER BECAME BIRDS. ALL WHO WERE BOORISH TO THE LORD WERE ECHOES. ALL WHO DID NOT HOLD THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF OUR HIGH KING IN AWE HE MADE AS SNAKES. AND ALL WHO CALLED THE HIGH KING [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT HE MADE AS FISH. AND ALL WHO UTTERED HATEFUL THINGS BECAME SMALL CREATURES. ALL WHO USED STINGING SARCASM HE MADE INTO WOLVES AND HYENAS. ALL WHO WERE CRUEL TO HIM HE MADE AS PIGS AND BEARS. ALL WHO TURNED THE [SEXUAL] EVIL DONE TO THE HIGH KING INTO SWEET PRESENTS FOR THEMSELVES WERE LIONS, AND ALL WHO UTTERED SHABBY SLURS WERE TREATED SHABBILY. IF WE KEEP TELLING ALL THIS, THIS BOOK WILL BE ABSURDLY LONG. 
THIS WORLD IS MADE COLORLESS
"GOD MADE THE WORLD FRAMED WITH APPALLING MOUNTAINS, EXPANSIVE DESERTS, PROFOUND SEAS, AND BEASTS AND BIRDS FROM SUBSTANCES OF THE SIX RANKS OF FAITHLESS. THEN HE TOOK AWAY THE COLOR OF THE WORLD. PROLONGED TIME PASSED WITHOUT DAY OR DARKNESS, WHEN THERE WAS NO TIME OR NAME OR ANY SOUL ACROSS THE DRY CRACKED EARTH. 
THE WORLD COMES TO LIFE
"THEN THE HIGH KING FLUNG OUT DENYING SPIRITS, THE FAITHLESS MINDS, FLUNG THEM OUT OF THE KINGDOM DOWN ONTO EARTH, AND THEN HE GAVE THE WORLD A BREATH, A SPIRIT, AND IT CAME TO LIFE. VEGETATION AND PLANTS SPRANG FROM THE EARTH, AND THROUGH HIS FORCE VEGETATION AND PLANTS WERE FASHIONED FROM THE SUBSTANCE OF THE [SEXUALLY] CURSED, PROCEEDING FROM THE SHOUT OF AZAZI'IL. "THIS VEGETATIVE SPIRIT SPREAD EVERYWHERE 
ACROSS THE EARTH. AND THEN THE HIGH KING CHOSE TO REGENERATE THE SEVEN COLORS TAKEN FROM AZAZI'IL: RED, BLACK, BLUE, VIOLET, INDIGO BLUE, YELLOW, AND WHITE. HE CALLED THEM CLOUDS AND RETURNED WATER TO THE STREAMS AND RIVERS, SCATTERING THEM OVER THE EARTH, KEEPING THE EARTH MOISTENED AND FRESH. AND STEAM IN THE SPIRIT'S WORLD BECAME THE ANGEL WHOM THE HIGH KING CONSIGNED TO THE CLOUDS. HE FULFILLED HIS WORDS, 'THE THUNDERS PRAISE HIM, AS DO ANGELS.' "BUT THE BEASTS, THE MOUNTAINS AND THE ROCKS, THE VEGETATION AND THE PLANTS AND BODIES ALL ISSUE FROM THE POT OF AHRIMAN, AND EVEN NOW AHRIMAN COMES WITH CLOUDS AND THUNDER. AND OBEYING THE HIGH KING HE BRINGS HIS CREATURES THEIR DAILY BREAD." 
THIS DESCRIBES THE BODY AS MICROCOSM
JABIR SAID, "MY LORD, WHAT CAN BE THE PROOF THAT THE [MOST] HIGHEST COMMAND DESCENDS FROM CLOUDS?" BAQIR ANSWERED, "HERE IS TRUTH. EACH PARTICLE OF HOLY LIGHT SENT THROUGH THIS CLOUD DOWN TO THE PATH OF BREATHING EARTH IS CONSONANT WITH THE [MOST] HIGHEST COMMAND. THE CLOUD ITSELF CONSISTS OF SUBSTANCE OF AZAZI'IL. JABIR, IF CLOUDS WERE NOT FROM AZAZI'IL, THE SUN AND MOON SLOPING ALONG THEIR SPHERES WOULD NOT BE HIDDEN TO THE WAVERERS. AZAZI'IL SHOWS IN THE MICROCOSM WITH SEVEN FACES: EVIL [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS AND [SEXUAL] GREED, [SEXUAL] JEALOUSY, [SEXUAL] DOUBT, [SEXUAL] UNCERTAINTY. THE GLOW OF FAITH'S SPIRIT AND THE INTELLIGIBLE SUN ARE ALSO HIDDEN FROM THE SPIRIT OF [SEXUAL] LUST. "CLOUDS OF THE MACROCOSM ARE COMBINED WITH [SEXLESS] LIGHT OF THE HIGH KING AS A NUDE BODY COMBINES WITH SPIRIT. AND THE OTHER CLOUD, [MOST] HIGHEST IN THE COMMAND, IS SPIRIT'S SPEECH, COLOR OF CLOUD, THE THUNDER AND LIGHTNING AND THE MOON'S RAIN ARE [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE OF THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT. THE EARTH ON WHICH IT TUMBLES IS THE HEART, THE SKY FROM WHICH IT COMES IS SPIRIT'S FAITH, ITS SPHERE IS LANGUAGE: 'ALL FLOAT IN A SKY.'"
SOULS ARE CREATED
JABIR SAID, "MY LORD, PLEASE TELL US THE REST ABOUT THE MEANING OF THE MACROCOSM." BAQIR SAID, "JABIR, WHEN THIS CLOUD KEPT THE WORLD MOISTENED AND FRESH, YELLOW AND GREEN, AND IT ISSUED VEGETATION AND GREEN PLANTS, NO ONE ATE THE PLANTS COMBINED WITH VEGETATIVE POWER. THE BEING THAT [SEXUALLY] REBELLED AGAIN AGAINST THE HIGH KING SEIZED THE VEGETATIVE POWER, IMPLANTED IT IN HEARTS OF ANIMALS AND EVERYTHING THIS EARTH PRODUCED. IT WAS EATEN BY THE SPIRIT OF THE SENSES, AND BOTH ROSE WITH THE [SEXUAL] LUSTING MIND OF THE [SEXUAL] DENIERS. "THE WAVERERS WERE IN THE BLUE CURTAIN AND PRAISED THE HIGH KING. THE HIGH KING'S JUSTICE DID NOT PERMIT [SEXUAL] DOUBTERS AND [SEXUAL] WAVERERS TO BE IN THE SAME PLACE, ON THE SAME CARPET OF THE ALMIGHTY, AS THE [SEXLESSLY] PURE AND HONEST. THEN THE HIGH CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SAID TO WAVERERS, I WANT TO CREATE PEOPLE IN THIS WORLD AND GRANT THEM DOMINION OF THE WORLD.' THIS HAPPENED, MEETING HIS WORDS, 'WHEN YOUR LORD SAID TO THE ANGELS, "I WILL PLACE A SUCCESSOR ON EARTH," THEY SAID, "DO YOU WANT SOMEONE WHO WILL HARM AND SPILL BLOOD, WHILE WE SING OUT OUR HEARTS OF PRAISE TO YOU AND GLORIFY?"' "THEN SALMAN, ABU ZARR, MIQDAD, AMMAR, JONDOB, ABU HORAYRA, KOMAYL, AND THE NAQIB AND NAJIB SAID, 'GOD WILL DO WHAT HE WANTS,' AND 'HE DECIDES AS HE WISHES.' THE WAVERERS IN THE SEVEN CURTAINS AND SOME WHO TESTIFIED IN EACH CURTAIN WERE STILL, SINCE THEY WERE SAVED. THE PROPHET SAYS, 'WHO KNOWS SILENCE ESCAPES.' "BUT OTHER VACILLATORS SAID, 'OUR LORD, SHOULD YOU WHO MAKE THE [SEXUAL] VICES IN THIS WORLD INSTILL DECAY AND BLOODSHED? WHEN WE MUST, WE'LL PRAISE, SANCTIFY, GLORIFY ALL YOU WANT. "THEN THE HIGH KING SAID, 'YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS WENT TOO FAR. YOU MUST BE DISMISSED FROM THE BLUE CURTAIN. I KNOW HOW FAR IT GOES WITH YOU, THOUGH YOU DON'T KNOW. I KNOW ALL THINGS YOU DO NOT KNOW.' "THE WAVERERS SHOUTED AND WEPT, 'WE GAVE ADVICE THAT WAS A [SEXUAL] SIN. WHY WAS IT SO?' A MOB [MAFIA] BELOW THEM FESTERED WITH REMORSE AND PENITENCE. THEY BEGGED FOR INTERCESSION AND COMPLAINED TO THE KING, 'YOU MUSTN'T GRIEVE ONE TIME BUT OFTEN.' BUT THE KING FORGAVE, FREED THEM OF DOUBT, CREATED SPIRITS OF THEM, AND SPREAD THEM OVER ALL THE EARTH: 'HE MADE THEIR SPIRITS BY MIXING FIRE.' THE WAVERERS RECEIVED THE NAME CONFESSORS OF THE ONE AND ONLY. DEGRADATION WAS MADE FROM THEM. THERE WERE FOUR THOUSAND OF THEM, AND IN RANK THEY MADE THEIR HOME BELOW THE NAJIB ANGELS. "THE OTHER WAVERERS WHO REMAINED DID NOT COMPLAIN OR DEMAND INTERCESSION. NO, THEY PRAISED THE KING, AND TURNING TO HIM SAID, 'LORD, WHAT CAN YOU DO FOR US WHO WERE TRANSGRESSORS? LORD, WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST OURSELVES. IF YOU WILL NOT FORGIVE US, WE'LL STAY AMONG THE LOST. IF WE REPENT, PARDON US, LORD, OR ELSE WE ARE THE LOST.' 
THE WAVERERS LEARN [SEXLESS] PRAISE
"THE HIGH KING SAID TO SALMAN FORGIVINGLY, 'CAST THESE WAVERERS OUT FROM THE BLUE DOME DOWN TO A HEAVENLY AIRY COVERING.' SALMAN TRANSFORMED THEM INTO AIR AND HELD THEM FIRMLY UP IN THE AIR. THEY FORMED PAIRS, TWO AND TWO, AND REPRODUCED AMAZINGLY, BEYOND MODERATION AND LIMIT. THE HIGH KING IN SELF-PRAISE SHONE AMONG THEM TO CONFIRM WHAT HE HAD TOLD THEM IN HIS [MOST] HIGHEST REALM SO, THEY WOULD LEARN TO PRAISE. THEY SAID TO HIM, 'YOU ARE OUR ELDER AND SPEAK FOR US. SHOW US THE GOD YOU PRAISE.' THE HIGH KING SAID TO THEM, I WILL SHOW YOU YOUR LORD, PROVIDED YOU ENTER A COVENANT WITH ME. WHEN YOU SEE HIM—HIS POWER IS GREAT—YOU'LL TESTIFY AND HE WILL MOVE YOU TO THE PLACE OF THE UNDEFILED. 
HOWEVER, ONE WHO [SEXUALLY] DOUBTS OR [SEXUALLY] DISCLAIMS HIM WILL BE SENT DOWN TO EARTH.' SO, VACILLATORS ENTERED INTO A COVENANT WITH HIM—HIS POWER IS GREAT—AND THEY AGREED WITH IT. "THEN THE HIGH KING SAID, I AM ALLAHU AKBAR, THE GREAT GOD THAT YOU SEEK. AND I AM HE.' NINE HUNDRED NINETY-NINE SPIRITS STEPPED FORWARD AND TESTIFIED TO THE HIGH GOD AND SAID, 'WE DO BELIEVE, AFFIRM, AND WITNESS YOU AS GOD OF GRACE AND MERCY AND THAT YOU SHOWED IN THE SEVEN REALMS AND PALACES. WE DO BELIEVE, AFFIRM, AND WITNESS YOU.' THROUGH THIS CONFESSION THEY AGAIN WERE SAVED. THE ONE WHO DECLARES CLEARLY AND SINCERELY, 'THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT HE,' WILL RISE TO PARADISE. HE TOOK THE DREGS IN THEM AND MADE OF IT A HORDE OF GHOSTS AND DEMONS. GOD MADE THE UNBELIEVERS FROM THE DREGS OF THE BELIEVERS. THE SPIRITS, SONS OF SPIRITS, HE CREATED FROM THE LOWNESS OF BELIEVERS, THE DEMONS FROM THE LOWNESS OF THE TESTED. 'A MULTITUDE BELONGED TO EARLIER TIME, AND A MULTITUDE BELONGED TO LATER TIME. WHAT IS THE FATE OF THOSE FIXED ON THE LEFT? A SEARING HEAT AND BOILING WATER, SHADE OF THE BLACK SMOKE.' AND THEY RECEIVED THE NAME 'THE TESTED,' AND HE KEPT THEM THERE BELOW THE CONFESSORS OF THE ONE AND ONLY. 
THE SEVEN RANKS OF SPIRITUAL BEINGS
"IN THIS WAY THE FORMER WERE SEVEN RANKS. THE FIRST IS SALMAN'S LEVEL, SECOND MIQDAD, THIRD ABU ZARR, FOURTH THE NAQIB, FIFTH THE NAJIB, SIXTH THE CONFESSORS OF THE ONE AND ONLY, AND SEVENTH THE TESTED, FULFILLING HIS WORD, 'THE PATIENT AND TRUTHFUL AND HUMBLE WHO GIVE ALMS AND PRAY FOR PARDON IN THE DAWN.' "FOR OTHER VACILLATORS THE HIGH KING COMMANDED SALMAN, 'SEND THEM OUT OF HERE, KEEP THEM ON EARTH.' 'WE TOLD YOU TO GET OUT, ALL OF YOU, GO. TRUE GUIDANCE COMES FROM ME.' IMMEDIATELY OF THEM SCREAMED AS SOMEONE SCREAMS WHEN THROWN INTO A PRISON. THAT'S HOW THEY HOWLED, AND LOUD AS THEY COULD. THE HIGH GOD PARDONED THEM AGAIN, CUT THEM FROM [SEXUAL] DOUBT AND WONDER. HE MADE SEVENTY THOUSAND ANGELS FROM THEM, AND NOW THESE WAVERERS, AS [SEXLESSLY] PURE, RECEIVED THE NAME OF MESSENGERS, AND THEY WERE WORTHY OF HIS GRACE AND PARDON THROUGH THE MERCY OF THE EXALTED KING. 'AFTER I WAS AFRAID, I FLED FROM YOU. MY LORD ENDOWED ME WITH THE POWER OF JUDGMENT AND I BECAME ONE OF THE MESSENGERS.'
IBLIS APPEARS
"AMONG THE LOW ONES WHO WERE CALLED ANGEL THE CURSED IBLIS APPEARED. HE BELONGED TO THE LOW ONES, BUT IT WAS THE HIGH ONE'S WILL THAT SPIRITS AND SONS OF SPIRITS WOULD FALL INTO HIS HANDS. THEN THE HIGH KING COMMANDED THAT THE LOW GO DOWN TO THE EARTH. AND AFTER MANY YEARS HE COMMANDED THE DESTRUCTION OF IBLIS, HIS SPIRITS, AND THE SONS OF SPIRITS. IBLIS AND ALL THE ANGELS AND THE LOW ONES WARRED ON OTHER SPIRITS AND THE SONS OF SPIRITS. THEY ALL PLUNGED INTO SEAS, AND SOME OF THEM BECAME SEA CREATURES. THEY WERE WHALES, SNAKES, FISH, SOME WILD ANIMALS AND BIRDS, SOME GOG AND MAGOG [RUSSIA], SOME TURNED INTO SHELLS, PIGS, LIMESTONE, EVERYTHING IN THE SEAS IS OF THEIR SUBSTANCE. IBLIS EMERGED AMONG THE ANGELS AND PAINTED THEIR COVERINGS AND SHAPES IN ALL THE COLORS OF THE SEVEN HEAVENS AND EARTH. HE MADE THEM. "THE COVERING AND FORM OF THESE ANGELS WAS LIKE FIRE. THEY WERE HAUGHTY IN THEIR FORM AND [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT, BUT AZAZI'IL BECAME A THOUSAND TIMES [SEXUALLY] PROUDER EVEN THAN THEY. 
THE HIGH KING WANTS TO CREATE PEOPLE ON EARTH
"THEN THE HIGH KING TOLD THEM, I WANT TO MAKE PEOPLE ON EARTH, ENDOWING THEM DOMINION OVER THE WORLD.' 'WHEN THE LORD TOLD HIS ANGELS, I WILL SEND A SUCCESSOR TO THE EARTH,' THEY BECAME THREE NATIONS. ONE NATION SAID, 'GOD DOES WHAT HE WANTS TO.' 'AND HE DECIDES HIS [SEXLESS] WAYS. YOU WANT IT SOLELY AT GOD'S [SEXLESS] DESIRE.' "OTHERS SAID, 'WHY PLACE SOMEONE ON THIS EARTH WHO UNJUSTLY SHEDS BLOOD, WHO COMMITS ACTS OF SHAME?' 'AZAZI'IL [SEXUALLY] REBELLED AND OTHERS ROSE IN THE MADNESS [DUMBASS IN 2ND PETER 2:16] OF HIS [SEXUAL] MISERY, AND SAID, "IF YOU CREATE SOMEONE ELSE IN THIS WORLD, WE WILL NOT PROSTRATE OURSELVES BEFORE HIM.'" "THE HIGH KING SAID, 'COME BEFORE WAVERERS AND BOW DOWN BEFORE EVERYTHING ABOVE YOU, AND BEFORE THOSE WHO KNOW THE EARTH AND HEAVENS AND THOSE WHO KNOW THE PLANTS AND GROWING THINGS.' THE ANGELS COULD NOT COMPREHEND, BUT WAVERERS EXPLAINED THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE EARTH AND HEAVENS, THE NAMES OF PLANTS AND GROWING THINGS, MOUNTAINS AND ALL ON EARTH. 'HE TAUGHT ADAM THE NAMES AND THEN HE SHOWED THEM TO THE ANGELS.'
IBLIS [SEXUALLY] REBELS, SHADOWS AND PHANTOMS APPEAR
"IBLIS AND HIS PEOPLE WHO HAD THE FORM OF FIRE [SEXUALLY] REBELLED AND SHOWED THEIR DISBELIEF. 'WE WON'T BOW DOWN BEFORE THEM, WE'RE BETTER THAN THEY.' 'YOU FASHIONED ME OF FIRE BUT HIM OF CLAY.' THE HIGH KING GREW FURIOUS. HE SAID TO THEM, 'THE COVERING WILL FALL OFF ALL OF YOU—AND THIS IS HELL—AND YOU WILL WANDER [SEXUALLY] PROUD NO LONGER, BUT YOU'LL LINGER IN THOSE TIGHT AND BLACK AND BODY-HUGGING DARKEST FORMS.' "IBLIS AND HIS PEOPLE SAID, 'WE HAVE PRAISED YOU. HOW CAN YOU LET OUR EFFORTS GO IN VAIN?' THE HIGH KING ANSWERED, 'I AM NOT REDUCING YOUR WAGES. I HAVE TURNED YOU INTO WOMEN, BEAUTIES AMONG THE SKEPTICS AND THE DREGS. AMUSE THEM AND KEEP THEM FROM STAYING ON THE RIGHT PATH. YOU APPEAR TO RIGHT AND LEFT OF THEM. THEN I WILL SEND YOU DOWN TO HELL FOR THIS [SEXUAL] SIN. SEVEN THOUSAND YEARS YOU'LL KEEP THE SHAPE OF FLESH AND BLOOD OF ANIMALS.' AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'WE CREATED YOU AND GAVE YOU FORM. THEN WE SAID TO THE ANGELS, "BOW BEFORE ADAM." ALL BOWED EXCEPT FOR IBLIS. HE WOULDN'T BOW. GOD SAID, "WHAT STOPS YOU FROM BOWING AS I HAVE ORDERED?" IBLIS SAID, "I AM BETTER THAN HE. FROM FIRE YOU MADE ME, BUT HE IS ONLY CLAY." GOD SAID, "GO DOWN FROM HIM TO THE EARTH. [SEXUAL] PRIDE AND [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE, ARE NOT PERMITTED HERE. LEAVE! YOU BELONG IN THE FUTURE TO THOSE WHO ARE DISDAINED." IBLIS SAID, "GRANT ME A REPRIEVE UNTIL THE DAY THEY ARE AWAKENED." GOD SAID, "YOU WILL LINGER AMONG THOSE WHOSE FATE WILL BE MADE APPARENT LATER." IBLIS SAID, "SINCE YOU LET ME GO WRONG, I'LL WAIT FOR THEM ON THE STRAIGHT PATH. I'LL CONQUER THEM FROM FRONT AND FROM BEHIND, FROM RIGHT AND LEFT. YOU'LL SEE THAT MOST OF THEM ARE UNGRATEFUL TO YOU.'" "THEN THE HIGH KING TRANSFORMED IBLIS'S PEOPLE INTO A FORM OF SHADES, A HELL OF SHADOWS WHERE THEY WERE FIXED. BUT WAVERERS HE TURNED INTO PHANTOMS. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'SOME WILL BE IN PARADISE AND SOME WILL BURN IN HELL.'
THIS DESCRIPTION RECALLS THE HEART IN THE BODY
"NOW, PARADISE IS IN THE FORM OF PHANTOMS, BUT HELL TAKES ON THE FORM OF THOSE IN SHADOW. AND HELL CONSISTS OF LOWNESS OF BELIEVERS, WHICH IS THEIR PUNISHMENT. IF FORM WERE NOT OF SHADOWS, THEY WOULD HAVE NO PLACE TO BE. WITHOUT THE EARTH, THERE'D BE NO PLACE FOR PHANTOMS HERE IN THE WORLD. SO, IF THE BODY HAD NO HEART, THE WAVERING SPIRIT COULDN'T FIND EXISTENCE IN THIS FORM; IF IN THE HEART THERE WERE NO CHAMBERS FOR HIS BLOOD, THERE WOULD BE NO PLACE FOR REBUKED ADAM TO EXIST. 
DO NOT EAT OF THIS TREE
"THEN THE HIGH KING SAID TO THE VACILLATORS, 'LIVE IN THIS PARADISE OF PHANTOMS, AND EAT ONLY FROM WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN COMMANDED TO EAT FROM. FROM THIS ONE TREE DO NOT EAT.' THAT MEANS, DO NOT FALL INTO ANY ACT OF LECHERY. HE MADE A COVENANT WITH THEM: 'I WILL SEND GABRIEL TO YOU. HE IS MY HOLY GUIDANCE. AND YOU WHO FOLLOW MY GUIDANCE NEED NOT LIVE IN FEAR. YOU WON'T BE SAD.' YOU'LL STAY IN PARADISE AS PHANTOMS, BUT IF THOSE FORMED OF SHADOW BECOME WOMEN, BEAUTIFUL WOMEN, DO NOT TOUCH THEIR BODIES. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'DO NOT COME CLOSE TO THIS TREE [TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL], OR YOU WILL BE A PARTY TO TRANSGRESSORS.'
FATIMA
"THEN GABRIEL LED THE INSPIRED SPIRIT TO A PLACE IN PARADISE AND SAW A FIGURE, PAINTED IN MILLIONS OF COLORS, SITTING ON A THRONE, A CROWN ON ITS HEAD, AND TWO RINGS IN ITS EARS, GIRDED WITH A SHOULDER SWORD, AND PARADISE GLOWED WITH [SEXLESS] LIGHT FROM THIS BEING. THE WAVERERS WERE EAGER TO DISCOVER WHAT KIND OF BEING IT WAS. THE INSPIRED SPIRIT APPEARED TO THEM. 'THIS BEING IS FROM THE FIRST AND FARTHEST REALM. THE FIGUREHEAD OF FATIMA IS OF THE HIGHEST MAJESTY THAT LIVES IN PARADISE. HER CROWN IS MUHAMMAD, HER EARRINGS ARE HASAN AND HUSAYN, AND THE GIRDED SWORD IS THE PRINCE WHO IS FAITHFUL ALI. HER THRONE IS THE LORD'S SEAT ON WHICH THE HIGH KING—GREAT IS HIS POWER—SITS IN SPLENDOR.' ALL PRAISED AND GLORIFIED THIS BEING. 
MEN ARE [SEXUALLY] TEMPTED BY WOMEN
"AFTER SOME TIME, IBLIS BECAME A WOMAN, A BEAUTY. AND EVERYONE WITH HIM BECAME BEAUTIFUL WOMEN BEFORE THE WAVERERS. THEY ALL WERE TEMPTED; FOR A MAN THERE IS NOTHING MORE TEMPTING THAN A WOMAN HE MIGHT HAVE. SENSUAL [SEXUAL] LUST CAUSED THEM TO TOUCH AND LAY THEIR HANDS ON THEM AND GROPE AROUND THEIR BODIES. AFTER NINE MONTHS, OUT OF THEM EMERGED ANOTHER BEING. THE SNAKE AND PEACOCK LIVED IN THE SECOND AND THIRD PARADISE OF THOSE WHO FOLLOWED IBLIS'S INSANITY. 
HUMANS ARE EVICTED FROM PARADISE
"WHEN THE HIGH KING CAME IN, HE HOWLED AGAINST THE LINGERERS, 'GET OUT OF HERE, ALL OF YOU. GET OUT OF PARADISE. ASSUME THE FORM OF THIN DARK SHADOWS.' HE HURLED THEM AWAY INTO THEIR SHADOWY SHAPE, AND HAD WOMEN APPEAR WITH DEEP VAGINAS [PUSSIES] AND WITH BREASTS. "THE VACILLATORS FELL UNDER THE COVER OF SHADOWS, AND THEY HOLLERED DAY AND NIGHT. THE PRINCE OF UNBELIEVERS SHONE AMONG THEM AS A STUNNING WOMAN AND [SEXUALLY] SEDUCED THEM, AND THEY ATTAINED DESTRUCTION. THE HIGH KING FUMED AGAINST THEM, 'CURSE YOU. MY CURSE IS ON YOU UNTIL THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, TILL YOU LEAVE THE FORM OF SHADOWS AND ARE FLESH AND BLOOD, AND SKIN AND HAIR.' 
HUMANS NEED TO BE FREE FROM BODY
"THEN THE VACILLATORS GRIEVED AND SAID, 'OUR LORD, IF ONLY YOU COMMAND US, WE WILL BE WASHED AND CLEAN OF [SEXUAL] SIN, EVEN IN THIS, OUR PRESENT FORM.' THE HIGH LORD SAID, 'ATONEMENT FOR SUCH [SEXUAL] SIN I WON'T ACCEPT AS YOU ARE IN YOUR BODILY FORM. DOUBT HANGS ON YOU.' THEY ANSWERED HIM, 'WHAT CAN WE DO TO BECOME [SEXLESSLY] PURE AGAIN WHILE IN OUR BODIES?' 
HUMANS MUST FULFILL GOD'S FOUR CONDITIONS
"THE HIGH KING SAID, 'YOU MUST FULFILL MY FOUR CONDITIONS TO EXIST CLOSER TO ME. THE FIRST IS THAT IN EVERY, EACH SHAPE AND FORM YOU SEE ME, TESTIFY IN ALL THE TONGUES: ARABIC, FARSI, GREEK, HINDI, SINDI, GEORGIAN, SLAVIC, SYRIAN. AND WITH DECISION, PROVE THAT YOU ARE UPRIGHT. THE SECOND IS YOU RECOGNIZE THE PROPER IMAMS AND HOLY AND ENLIGHTENED ONES WHO KNOW, AND LEARN FROM THEM ABOUT MY KNOWLEDGE AND MY NATURE; WITNESS THE DEITY WITH THEIR WORDS AND SPIRIT. "THIRD IS THAT ALL OF YOU MUST BECOME BROTHERS AND SISTERS TO EACH OTHER, AND NOT WITHHOLD YOUR LIFE OR LIMB; GIVE UP POSSESSIONS, WEALTH, AND BLOOD FOR OUR RELIGION AND BELIEVERS. HOLD TO RELIGION AND YOUR WORLDLY LIFE IN PROPER ORDER, AND NEVER CHOOSE THE WAYS OF [SEXUAL] EVIL AND OF [SEXUAL] VIOLENCE—NEITHER IN PUBLIC NOR IN YOUR HEART SHARE FOOD AND SUSTENANCE OR TIME WITH THEM. WITNESS THE DEITY AND SPIRIT AND BE AS FRIENDLY AS YOU CAN, SO, FELLOWSHIP IS REAL BECAUSE YOU TESTIFY. 'BELIEVERS ARE BROTHERS.' THESE THREE CONDITIONS ARE TRIPLE WITNESS TO THE EXALTED KING: ONE TO THE PROPHETS, ONE TO RIGHT IMAMS, AND ONE TO BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHO KEEP FAITH. "THE FOURTH IS THAT YOU MUST NOT LIVE BY PROFIT AND WORLDLY FANCY. DO NOT INDULGE [SEXUAL] DESIRES. WHEN YOU'VE FULFILLED THESE THREE CONDITIONS, I ASSIGN YOU, I WILL GRANT YOU ONE LAST [SEXLESS] PLEASURE: I'LL PARDON YOU AND GIVE YOU BACK ETERNAL PARADISE. AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'BUT THE BELIEVERS WHO DO WHAT'S RIGHT WILL GO INTO GARDENS WHOSE HOLLOWS ARE FILLED WITH FLOWING STREAMS, AND STAY FOREVER.' AND ELSEWHERE IT SAYS, 'HE MUST BEHAVE WITH HONOR,' AND ELSEWHERE IT READS, 'THOSE OF GOOD WORKS.' IF YOU KEEP MY COVENANT, I ALSO WILL. BE DUTIFUL TO ME AND I WILL DO MY DUTY TOWARD YOU.'"
HOW THE INDIVIDUAL COMES TO [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE AND IS SAVED
THEN JABIR SAID, "MY LORD, WHEN WILL THE SPIRIT AND HEART BE SAVED?" BAQIR ANSWERED, "A SPIRIT OF CONVICTION LIVING IN THE HEART IS WITNESS TO DIVINITY AND LEAVES THE HEART AND GOES INTO THE BRAIN, IF IT HAS WITNESSED CLEARLY. AND EVEN AFTER WORSHIP FROM THE [MOST] HIGHEST HEAVEN AND FROM THE EARTH, IT WON'T ACCEPT ANYTHING BUT WITNESSING DESCRIBED AS JUST IN MUHAMMAD'S QUR'AN, A TESTIMONY FOR CURRENT IMAMS, WHOSE APPEARANCE IS THE PARADISE OF THE EXALTED KING. "THEIR SPEECH PROVIDES THE GATE TO PARADISE, THE PLACE OF SALMAN, AND THE SITE WHERE ORPHANS BOW AND WHERE SEVEN ANGELS SAY THEIR PRAYERS, THE REALM OF THE NAQIB, THE PALACE OF THE NAJIB, THE DOME OF ADAM AND THE ARK OF NOAH, THE PRIESTLY ROBES OF ABRAHAM, THE TABLETS OF MOSES, THE SUMMIT OF JESUS, AND THE THRONE WHERE MUHAMMAD THE CHOSEN LIVES, ALONG WITH THE THIRTY-LEGGED FOOTSTOOL OF ALI, THE PRINCE OF THE BELIEVERS, AND THE GARDEN OF FATIMA, AND PARADISE OF HASAN AND HUSAYN, THE BRIDGE OF THE BELIEVERS. THEY MAKE UP THE REFUGE OF THE CHERUBIM, THE SPHERES OF BEINGS OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT, DIRECTION OF THE PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL BEINGS. THE HIGH KING SAID, I DO NOT WISH YOU TO TURN EAST AND WEST TO SAY YOUR PRAYER. THE ETERNAL GOD PREFERS YOU TURN TO THE GOOD IMAMS AND BELIEVE IN THEIR PROPHETIC [SEXLESS] LIGHT, IN EVERY SHOW OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT, AND EVERY PALACE, REALM, AEON, AND CYCLE, EACH LOCATION OF THE DEITY, THE KINGDOM, THE GREAT LORD, THE GLORY AND ETERNITY OF GODLINESS, THE LIGHT, SPIRIT, HUMANITY, THE FLESH, AND IMAM. "EVERYWHERE YOU MUST TESTIFY TO HIM AND SACRIFICE POSSESSIONS, BLOOD, AND POWER TO BUILD A DAM TO HOLD BACK DEATH AND NEED, HUNGER AND POVERTY, GRAVE SICKNESSES AND ALL THE WORLD'S CATASTROPHES. WHAT HAPPENS TO YOU IN ANY FORM, BE PATIENT; SUFFER IT. IN ALL THINGS FEAR JUDGMENT, TRY TO GROW NEARER TO GOD, AND BE ON GUARD AGAINST THIS AWFUL WORLD. HAVE FAITH. AND THUS, YOU FULFILL GOD'S [SEXLESS] WORD, 'GOODNESS DOES NOT REQUIRE YOU TO TURN YOUR FACE TO EAST OR WEST. IT ASKS YOU TO BELIEVE IN GOD AND THE LAST DAY, THE ANGELS, [HOLY] SCRIPTURE, AND PROPHETS.' THE LAST DAY IS A GREAT DAY. BELIEVE IN THESE WORDS AND BELIEVE IN [SEXLESS] LIGHT OF THE HIGH KING'S REGENT, SALMAN, WHO IS THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD. FOR EVERYTHING IN HEAVEN AND ON THE EARTH IS ALSO IN THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD, AND NOTHING ON DRY LAND OR IN THE SEA IS NOT PART OF HIS WORD, 'AND THERE IS NOTHING, WET OR DRY, NOT RECORDED IN HIS WORD.'"
WHERE DOES THIS [TOP] SECRET [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE COME FROM?
THEN LABIR SAID, "MY LORD, IS THE FINAL TESTIMONY FROM US OR FROM THE WILL AND GLORY OF THE HIGH KING? WHEN THE INSPIRED WHO KNOW SIT ON THE CARPET OF THE GREAT LORD, THE CURTAIN OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT IS RAISED AND YOUR STUDENTS TESTIFY. WHERE DOES THIS [TOP] SECRET [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE COME FROM?" BAQIR ANSWERED, "GET AWAY FROM BAD STUDENTS AS FROM THE AVARICE OF THOSE WHO KNOW." JABIR SAID, "MY LORD, EXPLAIN TO YOUR LOW SERVANT." BAQIR SAID, "BE CAREFUL. THESE WORDS ARE DIFFICULT. BY MUHAMMAD AND THE GLORIFIED, BY ALI THE HIGHEST, THESE ARE WORDS NOT WRITTEN IN A BOOK. ONE KEEPS THEM SECRET. JABIR, IF THE RIGHT IMAM AND THE INSPIRED WHO KNOWS REVEALS THE TRUTH TO STUDENTS, THE PUPIL WOULD NOT ACCEPT IT AND THE HEART'S SPIRIT COULD NOT ABSORB IT. THE SPEAKING SPIRIT OF LIFE IS ALL ALONE. THEN AT THE BIDDING OF THE HIGH KING, WITH THE PURPOSE AND WILL OF THE IMAM, A SPIRIT OF [SEXLESS] LIGHTNING COLOR WILL COME DOWN FROM THE BLUE DOME AND ENTER THE STUDENT'S BRAIN AND SPIRIT OF THE HEART. THE SPIRIT OF THE HEART BELIEVES IN GLORY AND [SEXLESS] WORDS OF ONE WHO KNOWS AND TESTIFIES IN TRUTH OF THE CONVINCED. AT THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE HIGH KING, THE SHINING SPIRIT DESCENDS FROM THE MOON-COLORED CURTAIN AND SEARCHES OUT THE TESTED SPIRIT, SPEAKER FOR THE TEACHER. THE SPIRIT OF THE HEART OF STUDENTS HEARS THIS WORD AND TESTIFIES TO GODLINESS OF ONE WHO KNOWS, BUT HIS RANK IS INCAPABLE OF HOLDING THE WORD IN HIS MEMORY. "THEN BY THE WILL OF ONE WHO KNOWS, THE SPIRIT OF RETENTION DESCENDS FROM THE SUN-COLORED CURTAIN, AND IT ENTERS FAITH'S SPIRIT. THE WORD REMAINS IN MEMORY, BUT HE HAS NOT THE STRENGTH TO THINK OF IT. BUT SENT BY THE HIGH KING, THOUGHT'S SPIRIT COMES DOWN FROM THE VIOLET-COLORED CURTAIN AND RESIDES IN HIS RETENTION. THE SPIRIT OF THE HEART THINKS OF THIS THOUGHT AND UNDERSTANDS THE WORDS OF ONE WHO KNOWS BUT WHO LACKS STRENGTH TO SPEAK BEFORE THE ONE WHO TRULY KNOWS THE WORD. "THEN THE ALMIGHTY'S SPIRIT DESCENDS FROM THE EMERALD GREEN CURTAIN AND ENTERS THOUGHT. THE STUDENT'S HEART FLOATS OVERHEAD AND IN HIS LIMBS, HE CLEARLY SEES, THE HOLY REALM. THESE WORDS ARE CLEAR BUT ARE NOT FROM THE CURTAIN UNTIL THE WILL OF ONE WHO KNOWS THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT OF SPIRIT AND OF WISDOM DESCENDS FROM THE AGATE-COLORED REALM AND JOINS THE SPIRIT OF THE HIGH LORD. THIS SPIRIT IS GIFTED WITH LANGUAGE, AND [SEXLESS] LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE SPEAKS BEFORE THE ONE WHO KNOWS. IT IS NOT PERFECT YET, AND ONE WHO KNOWS HAS NOT APPROVED IT. THEN INTELLECT COMES DOWN FROM THE REALM, THE COLOR OF FIRE, AND ENTERS KNOWLEDGE. FINALLY, THE STUDENT UNDERSTANDS CLEARLY AND HEARS THE WORDS OF ONE WHO KNOWS. HE CANNOT YET TRANSCEND HIS SENSUAL [SEXUAL] SOUL, THE SPIRIT OF [SEXUAL] DESIRE, AND THE REBUKED ADAM, UNTIL THE HOLY SPIRIT APPEARS FROM THE DOME OF RED RUBY AND ENTERS HIS SPIRIT. "THE SPIRIT OF THE STUDENT'S HEART CRUSHES THE THREE SOULS [SEXUALLY] TEMPTING SIN IN HIM, KILLS THEM, AND AS THE SEVEN COMPONENTS, HEART, HEAD, LUNGS, LIVER, SPLEEN, BLADDER...HE DESTROYS THE SEVEN UNBELIEVERS WHO HAVE LIVED IN HIS SOUL, AND IBLIS'S CYCLE IS OVER NOW. THE [SEXUAL] LUSTING IN HIS PENIS AND TESTICLES IS DEAD, THE SPIRIT OF THE HEART AWAKES AT NIGHT AND FASTS BY DAY. A HUMAN STILL IS NOT ABOUT TO RISE TO HEAVEN. HE'LL GET THERE IF BY THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE HIGH KING AND THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT OF ONE WHO KNOWS AND THE RESOLUTION OF THE DISCIPLE A GREAT UNIVERSAL SPIRIT DESCENDS FROM THE WHITE DOME AND ENTERS IN THE STUDENT'S HOLY SPIRIT. THEN SPIRIT OF THE STUDENT'S HEART WILL CLIMB A FEW STEPS HIGHER FROM THE HOUSE OF WIND AND HOVER IN THE COMMANDING ARTERIES OF HIS CHEST. "BODY AND MATTER WILL BE BRIGHT AND [SEXLESS] LIGHT BECAUSE OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT OF GODLINESS AND HOLY REVELATION. GOD SAYS, 'IS THERE ANYONE WHOSE CHEST, GOD HAS EXPANDED FOR ISLAM SO, HE'S ENLIGHTENED BY THE LORD?' BUT SPIRIT OF THE HEART STILL CAN'T REACH THE BRAIN. GREAT SPIRIT DESCENDS FROM UNDER THE HIGH KING'S CANOPY, IN THE REMOTEST REALM, AT THE COMMAND AND BY THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE HIGH KING AND WITH THE PURPOSE OF GOOD IMAMS, LANDING PERFECTLY ON THE GREAT UNIVERSAL SPIRIT. THEN THE SPIRIT OF THE HEART CAN MOVE FROM CHEST TO LIPS, TONGUE, AND MOUTH, AND END UP ON THE HOLY THRONE. THE ONE WHO KNOWS ARISES AND TESTIFIES TO SPIRIT AS TO HIMSELF. "THE STUDENT WILL BE PERFECT, AND TEN SPIRITS ARE SPOKEN FOR. GOD SAYS, 'THESE ARE THE PERFECT TEN.' THE TEN STANZAS OF THE QUR'AN ALSO CONVEY THE TEN ISLAMIC RANKS, TEN DAYS OF FEAST, THE COUNTING GOING UP TO TEN AND WHEN IT GETS TO TEN BEGINS AGAIN, AND EVERY NUMBER TEN AROUND THE WORLD STANDS FOR IT TOO. THAT'S WHY WE CALL THIS BOOK THE TEN SPEECHES, AND THIS DESCRIPTION RESIDES UNIQUELY IN THIS BOOK AND IN NO OTHER." 
CATHAR [CHRISTIAN PURITY] HOLY SCRIPTURE
THE GNOSTIC BOOK OF THE GOSPEL OF THE SECRET SUPPER
WHO BROUGHT YOU HERE?
I, JOHN, WHO AM YOUR BROTHER AND SHARE WITH YOU THE TRIBULATION OF HAVING SHARED THE KINGDOM OF THE SKIES, SINCE I WAS LYING ON THE CHEST OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, ASKED HIM, "LORD, WHO BROUGHT YOU HERE?" AND HE ANSWERED ME, "HE WHO PUT HIS HAND IN THE PLATE WITH ME. SO, SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ENTERED IN HIM, AND HE, JUDAS, HAD ALREADY BETRAYED ME." 
BEFORE SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] FELL
AND I SAID, "LORD, BEFORE SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] FELL, WHAT WAS HIS GLORY BESIDE YOUR FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S]?" AND HE TOLD ME, "SUCH WAS HIS GLORY THAT HE GOVERNED THE VIRTUES OF HEAVEN. AS FOR ME, I SAT NEXT TO MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. SATAN WAS THE MASTER OF ALL THOSE WHO IMITATED THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND HIS POWER DESCENDED FROM THE SKY TO THE INFERNO AND ROSE AGAIN, FROM THE INFERNO TO THE THRONE OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND HE OBSERVED THE GLORY OF HIM WHO TRANSFORMED THE SKIES. AND HE DREAMED OF PLACING HIS SEAT ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN, BECAUSE HE WANTED TO BE LIKE THE VERY HIGH. THEN, HAVING DESCENDED INTO THE AIR, HE SAID TO THE ANGEL OF THE AIR, "OPEN THE GATES OF THE AIR FOR ME." AND THE ANGEL OPENED THE GATES OF THE AIR. AND HE WENT ON HIS WAY TO THE BOTTOM. THERE HE FOUND THE ANGEL WHO 
GUARDED THE WATERS, AND HE SAID TO HIM, "OPEN THE GATES OF THE WATERS FOR ME." AND THE ANGEL OPENED THE GATES OF THE WATERS. GOING AHEAD, HE FOUND THE WHOLE FACE OF THE EARTH AND SAW TWO FISH WHO WERE STRETCHED OVER THE WATERS. THEY WERE LIKE TWO OXEN JOINED TOGETHER FOR PLOWING AND, AT THE INVISIBLE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] ORDER, THEY HELD UP THE EARTH, FROM SUNSET TO SUNRISE. WHEN HE DESCENDED FARTHER DOWN, HE FOUND HIMSELF IN THE PRESENCE OF CLOUDS WEIGHING ON THE TIDAL WAVES OF THE SEA. HE WENT ON UNTIL HE GOT TO HIS OSSOP, WHICH IS THE PRINCIPLE OF FIRE. AFTER THAT HE COULD NOT DESCEND FARTHER BECAUSE OF THE INTENSE FLAME OF THE FIRE. THEN SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] CAME IN FROM BEHIND AND FILLED HIS OWN HEART WITH MALICE, AND REACHING THE ANGEL OF THE AIR AND THE ONE WHO WAS ABOVE THE WATERS, HE SAID TO THEM, "EVERYTHING BELONGS TO ME. IF YOU LISTEN TO ME, I WILL PLACE MY SEAT ON THE CLOUDS AND I SHALL BE SIMILAR TO THE VERY HIGH. I WILL WITHDRAW THE WATERS OF THE UPPER FIRMAMENT AND ASSEMBLE ALL THE AREAS OCCUPIED BY THE SEA INTO ONE ENTITY OF VAST SEAS. THAT DONE, THERE WILL BE NO WATER ON THE FACE OF THE ENTIRE EARTH, AND I SHALL REIGN WITH YOU THROUGH THE CENTURIES OF THE CENTURIES." AFTER HE SAID THIS, THE ANGEL SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ROSE TOWARD THE OTHER ANGELS TO THE FIFTH HEAVEN, AND TO EACH OF THEM HE SAID, "HOW MUCH DO YOU OWE YOUR MASTERS?" "ONE HUNDRED MEASURES OF WHEAT," ONE OF THEM ANSWERED. "TAKE PEN AND INK," HE SAID TO HIM, "AND WRITE FORTY." HE TOLD THE OTHERS, "AND YOU, HOW MUCH DO YOU OWE THE LORD?" "ONE HUNDRED JARS OF OIL," HE ANSWERED HIM. "SIT DOWN," SATAN SAID TO HIM, "AND WRITE FIFTY." HE CLIMBED INTO THE SKIES, AND WITH SUCH WORDS [SEXUALLY] SEDUCED THE ANGELS OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER [STEPHEN] UP TO THE FIFTH HEAVEN. 
THE FATHER [STEPHEN] PITIES SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]
BUT A VOICE CAME OUT OF THE THRONE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], SAYING, "WHAT ARE YOU DOING, [SEXUAL] DENIER OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], YOU WHO ARE [SEXUALLY] SEDUCING THE ANGELS? [EVIL] CREATOR OF [THIS] SIN [ACTS 7:60], HURRY WITH WHAT YOU HOPE TO DO!" THEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ORDERED HIS ANGELS, "RIP OFF THEIR ROBES!" THE ANGELS STRIPPED ALL THOSE ANGELS WHO HAD LISTENED TO SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] OF THEIR ROBES, THEIR THRONES, AND THEIR CROWNS. AND I QUESTIONED THE LORD FURTHER. "WHEN SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] PLUMMETED, WHERE DID HE MAKE HIS LIVING PLACE [REVELATION 2:13]?" AND HE RESPONDED TO ME, "MY FATHER [STEPHEN] TRANSFORMED HIM BECAUSE OF HIS [SEXUAL] PRIDE, AND HE WITHDREW THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT FROM HIM. HIS FACE BECAME LIKE RED FIRE AND WAS FULLY LIKE THAT OF A MAN. HE DRAGGED WITH HIS TAIL THE THIRD PART OF THE ANGELS OF GOD [REVELATION 12:1-17], AND HE WAS HURLED FROM HIS SEAT AND FROM HIS DOMAIN IN THE SKIES. DESCENDING TO THE FIRMAMENT OF THE FALLEN ANGELS, HE FOUND NO PLACE TO REST FOR HIMSELF OR FOR THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM. AND HE BEGGED THE FATHER [STEPHEN], SAYING, "BE PATIENT WITH ME AND I WILL RETURN EVERYTHING TO YOU!" THE FATHER [STEPHEN] PITIED HIM AND GAVE HIM AND THOSE WITH HIM REST AND PERMISSION TO DO WHAT HE WISHED TO DO ON THE SEVENTH DAY. 
SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] REVEALS DRY LAND AND CREATES MAN AND WOMAN
SO, HE INSTALLED HIMSELF IN HIS HEAVEN AND COMMANDED HIS ANGELS WHO WERE ABOVE THE AIR AND ABOVE THE WATERS. HE LIFTED TWO PARTS OF THE WATER, FROM BOTTOM TO TOP, INTO THE AIR, AND FROM THE THIRD PART HE MADE THE SEA, WHICH BECAME THE MISTRESS OF THE WATERS, BUT, ACCORDING TO THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] COMMANDMENT, HE ALSO PRESCRIBED THAT THE ANGEL WHO WAS ABOVE THE WATERS HOLD UP THE TWO FISH. AND HE LIFTED THE EARTH FROM BOTTOM TO TOP AND DRY LAND APPEARED. HE TOOK THE CROWN OF THE ANGEL WHO COMMANDED THE WATERS AND FROM ONE HALF MADE THE LIGHT OF THE MOON, FROM THE OTHER THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT OF THE STARS. WITH PRECIOUS STONES HE MADE THE ARMY OF STARS. THEN HE CHOSE THE ANGELS FOR HIS MINISTERS, ACCORDING TO THE CELESTIAL HIERARCHIES ESTABLISHED BY THE VERY HIGH. AND BY COMMAND OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER [STEPHEN], HE MADE THUNDER, THE RAINS, THE FROSTS, AND THE SNOWS. HE PLACED HIS ANGELS AS MINISTERS OVER THEM TO GOVERN THEM. AND HE COMMANDED THE EARTH TO PRODUCE EVERY KIND OF GREAT BEAST, ALL REPTILES, AND TREES AND GRASSES. AND HE COMMANDED THE SEA TO PRODUCE FISH AND THE SKY BIRDS. AFTER THAT HE REFLECTED, AND HE MADE A MAN SO THAT HE MIGHT HAVE A SLAVE. HE ORDERED THE ANGEL OF THE THIRD SKY TO ENTER THIS BODY OF MUD, FROM WHICH HE THEN TOOK OUT A PART FOR MAKING ANOTHER BODY IN THE FORM OF A WOMAN. AND HE COMMANDED THE ANGEL OF THE SECOND SKY TO ENTER THE BODY OF THE WOMAN. BUT THESE ANGELS WEPT WHEN THEY SAW THAT THEY HAD THERE AN EXTERNAL MORTAL FORM AND THAT THEY WERE DISSIMILAR IN THAT EXTERNAL FORM. SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] JOINED THEM IN THIS ACT OF TURNING THEIR BODIES OF MUD INTO FLESH. THE ANGELS DID NOT PERCEIVE THAT IN THIS WAY HE ALSO COMMITTED A [SEXUAL] SIN. THE ANNOUNCER OF COMING [SEXUAL] EVILS MEDITATED IN HIS SPIRIT ON A WAY HE WOULD FASHION PARADISE. THEN HE ORDERED THE PEOPLE TO ENTER IT AND HIS ANGELS TO LEAD THEM TO IT. THE DEVIL PLANTED A REED IN THE MIDDLE OF PARADISE. AND IN ONE SPIT HE MADE THE SERPENT, WHOM HE COMMANDED TO LIVE IN THE REED. IN SUCH WAY THE DEVIL CONCEALED HIS [SEXUAL] EVIL DESIGN SO THEY MIGHT NOT KNOW HIS TRICKERY. AND HE ENTERED PARADISE AND SPOKE WITH THEM. HE SAID TO THEM, "EAT FROM ALL THE FRUIT THAT IS FOUND IN PARADISE, BUT BEWARE OF EATING THE FRUIT OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL." HOWEVER, THE DEVIL SLIPPED INTO THE BODY OF THE [SEXUAL] EVIL SERPENT AND [SEXUALLY] SEDUCED THE ANGEL WHO WAS IN THE FORM OF WOMAN AND HE SPREAD OVER HER HEAD THE POWERFUL [SEXUAL] DESIRE OF [SEXUAL] SIN, AND HE SATIATED EVE WITH HIS BODILY [SEXUAL] DESIRE WHILE HE ATTENDED TO THE SERPENT'S TAIL. THAT IS WHY HUMANS ARE CALLED THE CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL [ACTS 13:10] AND CHILDREN OF THE SERPENT, BECAUSE THEY SERVE THE [SEXUAL] DESIRE OF THE DEVIL [JOHN 8:37-47], WHO IS THEIR FATHER [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], AND WILL SERVE IT UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THIS CENTURY. 
ADAM AND EVE CHOOSE [SEXUAL] SIN AND BECOME MORTAL
THEN, I, JOHN, QUESTIONED THE LORD, "HOW CAN ONE SAY THAT ADAM AND EVE WERE CREATED BY GOD AND PLACED IN PARADISE TO OBEY THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] ORDERS, BUT THEY WERE THEN DELIVERED TO DEATH?" THE LORD ANSWERED ME, "LISTEN, JOHN, BELOVED OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN], IT IS THE IGNORANT WHO SAY, IN THEIR [SEXUAL] ERROR, THAT MY FATHER [STEPHEN] MADE THESE BODIES OF MUD. IN REALITY HE CREATED ALL THE VIRTUES OF HEAVEN THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]. BUT IT IS THROUGH THEIR [SEXUAL] SIN THAT THEY FOUND THEMSELVES WITH MORTAL BODIES OF MUD AND WERE CONSEQUENTLY TURNED OVER TO DEATH." AND AGAIN I, JOHN, QUESTIONED THE LORD, "HOW CAN A MAN BECOME BORN IN SPIRIT IN A BODY OF FLESH [JOHN 3:1-21 & 1ST JOHN 3:9]?" AND THE LORD ANSWERED, "DESCENDED FROM ANGELS FALLEN FROM THE SKY, MEN ENTER THE BODY OF A WOMAN AND RECEIVE THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE OF THE FLESH. SPIRIT IS BORN THEN FROM THE SPIRIT AND FLESH FROM THE FLESH. SO, SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ACCOMPLISHES HIS REIGN IN THIS WORLD AND IN ALL NATIONS." HE TOLD ME FURTHER, "MY FATHER [STEPHEN] PERMITTED HIM TO RULE SEVEN DAYS, WHICH ARE SEVEN CENTURIES." 
SATAN'S [LUCIFER’S/VICTORIA’S] ANGEL CHOOSES THREE TREES FOR THE CRUCIFIXION
AND AGAIN, I ASKED THE LORD. I SAID TO HIM, "WHAT DID HE DO DURING ALL THAT TIME?" AND HE TOLD ME, "FROM THE INSTANT THE DEVIL WAS EXPELLED FROM THE GLORY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND WAS FORBIDDEN TO TAKE PART IN [SEXLESS] AFFAIRS OF HEAVEN, HE SAT ON THE CLOUDS AND SENT HIS MINISTERS, ANGELS BURNING WITH FIRE, DOWN BELOW TO THE PEOPLE. HE DID SO FROM THE TIME OF ADAM TO ENOCH. AND HE RAISED HIS MINISTER ENOCH ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT AND REVEALED HIS DIVINITY TO HIM. HE HAD PEN AND INK BROUGHT TO HIM. AND ONCE SEATED, ENOCH WROTE SIXTY-SEVEN BOOKS UNDER THE DEVIL'S DICTATION, AND THE DEVIL ORDERED HIM TO CARRY THEM BACK TO EARTH. ENOCH KEPT THEM SAFELY ON THE EARTH AND THEN TRANSMITTED THEM TO HIS CHILDREN, AND HE BEGAN TO TEACH THEM THE WAY TO CELEBRATE SACRIFICES AND INIQUITOUS MYSTERIES [THIS IS A LIE FROM THE DEVIL, BASED ON HEBREWS 11:5]. SO, HE CONCEALED FROM PEOPLE THE KINGDOM OF THE SKIES. AND SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SAID TO THEM, "SEE THAT I AM YOUR GOD AND THAT THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT ME." THAT IS WHY MY FATHER [STEPHEN] SENT ME INTO THE WORLD, THAT I MAKE KNOWN AND TEACH PEOPLE TO PERCEIVE THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED SPIRIT OF THE DEVIL. BUT THEN SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], HAVING LEARNED THAT I HAD DESCENDED FROM THE SKY TO THIS WORLD, SENT HIS ANGEL, AND HE TOOK THE WOOD OF THREE TREES AND GAVE IT TO MOSES SO THAT I MIGHT BE CRUCIFIED ON A CROSS MADE FROM THE WOOD, WHICH IS AT THIS TIME WAITING FOR ME. AND HE MADE HIS DIVINITY KNOWN TO HIS PEOPLE, AND ORDERED THE [SEXLESS] LAW TO BE GIVEN TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND THAT HE CROSS DRY THROUGH THE MIDDLE OF THE RED SEA. 
THE LORD INSEMINATES THE ANGEL MARY
WHEN MY FATHER [STEPHEN] THOUGHT OF SENDING ME TO THE EARTH, HE SENT BEFORE ME HIS ANGEL NAMED MARY TO RECEIVE ME. THEN I CAME DOWN, ENTERED HER BY THE EAR, AND CAME OUT OF HER EAR. AND SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], PRINCE OF THIS WORLD, KNEW THAT I HAD COME DOWN TO SEEK AND SAVE THE BEINGS WHO HAD PERISHED, AND HE SENT HIS ANGEL THE PROPHET ELIJAH DOWN TO EARTH TO BAPTIZE IN WATER. HE IS CALLED JOHN THE BAPTIZER. THEN ELIJAH ASKED THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD, "HOW CAN I RECOGNIZE THE CHRIST?" AND THE LORD HIMSELF ANSWERED, SAYING, "HE ON WHOM YOU WILL SEE THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCEND LIKE A DOVE AND REMAIN THERE, HE IS IMMERSED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR THE REMISSION OF HIS [MAN’S] SINS. HE ALONE HAS THE POWER TO LEAD ASTRAY AND TO SAVE." 
IS IT A [SEXUAL] SIN TO MARRY?
AGAIN I, JOHN, ASK THE LORD, "CAN ONE BE SAVED BY JOHN'S IMMERSION WITHOUT YOUR IMMERSION?" AND THE LORD ANSWERED ME, "IF I HAVE NOT IMMERSED ONE THROUGH THE SPIRIT FOR THE REMISSION OF [SEXUAL] SINS, NO ONE BY ONLY IMMERSION IN WATER CAN SEE THE KINGDOM IN THE SKIES, BECAUSE I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE DESCENDANT FROM THE SEVENTH HEAVEN. ONLY THOSE WHO EAT MY FLESH AND DRINK MY BLOOD ARE CALLED THE CHILDREN OF GOD [JOHN 6:22-59]." AND I ASKED THE LORD, "WHAT MUST ONE UNDERSTAND BY YOUR WORDS, EATING MY FLESH AND DRINKING MY BLOOD?" THE LORD TOLD ME, "BEFORE THE DEVIL WAS DRIVEN OUT WITH ALL HIS TROOPS FROM THE GLORY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], HIS ANGELS PRAYED AND GLORIFIED THE FATHER [STEPHEN], SAYING IN THEIR PRAYERS, 'OUR FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS IN THE SKIES,' AND SO ALL THEIR CANTICLES [PRAISE CHANTS] ROSE BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD. BUT SINCE THEIR [SEXUAL] FALL, THEY CANNOT GLORIFY GOD, AT LEAST NOT IN THEIR PRAYER." AND I ASKED THE LORD, "HOW IS IT THAT ALL RECEIVE JOHN'S IMMERSION AND NOT YOURS?" THE LORD MADE THIS RESPONSE TO ME: "BECAUSE THEIR [SEXUAL] WORKS ARE BAD AND THEY DO NOT REACH THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT. JOHN'S STUDENTS TAKE HUSBANDS AND WIVES, BUT MY STUDENTS DO NOT MARRY AND ARE LIKE GOD'S ANGELS IN THE SKY [MATTHEW 22:30-32 & LUKE 20:35-38]." I SAID THEN, "IF IT IS A [SEXUAL] SIN TO KNOW A WOMAN, IS IT WRONG TO MARRY?" THE LORD REPLIED TO ME, "NOT EVERYONE UNDERSTANDS THE SENSE OF THIS WORD UNLESS HE HAS BEEN GIVEN GRACE TO UNDERSTAND. THERE ARE EUNUCHS WHO HAVE COME OUT OF THEIR MOTHER'S STOMACH, THERE ARE MEN WHO HAVE BECOME EUNUCHS, AND THERE ARE THOSE MEN WHO HAVE BECOME EUNUCHS BY RENOUNCING MARRIAGE IN EXCHANGE FOR THE KINGDOM IN THE SKIES [MATTHEW 19:12]. WHOEVER CAN UNDERSTAND THIS SHOULD UNDERSTAND." 
HEAVEN OR THE LAKE OF FIRE
AND THEN I ASKED THE LORD ABOUT THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, "WHAT WILL BE THE SIGN OF YOUR COMING?" HE ANSWERED ME, "IT WILL BE WHEN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE JUST WILL BE CONSUMMATED ACCORDING TO THE NAME OF THE JUST ONES WHO HAVE BEEN CROWNED AND FALLEN FROM THE SKY. THEN SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WILL BE FREED AND WILL LEAVE HIS PRISON [REVELATION 20:1-3], A PREY TO GREAT ANGER, AND HE WILL MAKE WAR ON THE JUST AND THEY WILL CRY TO THE LORD GOD IN A GREAT VOICE. AND THE LORD WILL IMMEDIATELY COMMAND HIS ANGEL TO SOUND THE TRUMPET. THE VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL, IN THE TRUMPET, WILL BE HEARD FROM HEAVEN TO THE INFERNO. AND THEN THE SUN WILL DARKEN AND THE MOON GIVE NO MORE, [SEXLESS] LIGHT. THE STARS WILL FALL AND THE FOUR WINDS WILL BE TORN FROM THE FOUNDATIONS, AND THEY WILL MAKE THE EARTH TREMBLE, AND ALSO THE MOUNTAINS AND HILLS. IMMEDIATELY THE SKY WILL TREMBLE AND THE SUN DARKEN UNTIL THE FOURTH HOUR. THEN WILL APPEAR THE EARTHLY SON, AND WITH HIM ALL THE SAINTLY ANGELS. AND THEN THE SON RISES, AND HE WILL PLACE HIS SEAT ON THE CLOUDS AND WILL SIT ON THE THRONE OF HIS MAJESTY, WITH TWELVE MESSENGERS SEATED ON TWELVE CHAIRS OF GLORY. THE BOOKS WILL BE OPENED AND HE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WILL JUDGE THE UNIVERSE ACCORDING TO THE FAITH THEY REVEALED. AND THEN THE EARTHLY SON WILL SEND HIS ANGELS TO GATHER THE ELECT—FROM THE FOUR WINDS AND THE SUMMITS OF THE SKIES AND TO THE CORNERS OF THE WORLD—AND BRING THEM BEFORE HIM. THE EARTHLY SON WILL SEND FOR THE BAD DEMONS TO BRING ALL THE BAD NATIONS WITH HIM, AND HE WILL SAY TO THEM, "COME HERE, YOU WHO SAY, 'WE HAVE EATEN WELL AND DRUNK AND ENJOYED THE GOODS OF THIS WORLD.'" THEN HE WILL DIRECT THEM ALL BEFORE THE TRIBUNAL, AND THEY WILL BE SHAKING WITH TERROR. AND THE BOOKS OF LIFE WILL BE OPENED, AND THERE WILL BE KNOWN THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS OF ALL THE NATIONS AND OF THEIR IMPIETIES. AND THE LORD WILL GLORIFY THE JUST IN THEIR PATIENCE AND GOOD DEEDS. THOSE WHO HAVE FOLLOWED THE ANGELIC PRESCRIPTIONS WILL GAIN GLORY, HONOR, AND IMPERISHABILITY. THOSE WHO HAVE OBEYED THE [SEXUAL] INIQUITY OF THE DEVIL WILL SHARE IN ANGER, INDIGNATION, AND THE TORMENTS OF ANGUISH. THE EARTHLY SON WILL TAKE THE ELECT FROM THE MIDST OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS AND SAY TO THEM, "COME, YOU WHO ARE BLESSED BY MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. RECEIVE THE KINGDOM THAT HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR YOU SINCE THE ORGANIZATION OF THE WORLD." HE WILL SAY TO THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS, "GO FAR FROM ME, CURSED ONES, INTO THE ETERNAL FIRE THAT HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND FOR HIS ANGELS." THEN ALL THE OTHERS, SEEING THAT THE TIME HAS COME FOR THE ULTIMATE SEPARATION, WILL PITY THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS IN THEIR INFERNO, WHO WILL BE THERE BY ORDER OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THE SOULS WILL LEAVE THE PRISON OF THE UNBELIEVERS AND ALSO MY VOICE WILL BE HEARD, AND THERE WILL BE NO MORE THAN ONE SHEEPFOLD AND ONE PASTOR. AND THERE WILL ISSUE FROM THE DEPTHS OF THE EARTH A DARK GLOOM, WHICH IS THE DARK GLOOM OF THE GEHENNA OF FIRE, AND FIRE WILL CONSUME THE UNIVERSE FROM THE ABYSSES OF THE EARTH TO THE AIR OF THE FIRMAMENT. AND THE LORD WILL REIGN FROM THE FIRMAMENT TO THE INFERNOS OF THE EARTH. THE LAKE OF FIRE WHERE THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS WILL LIVE IS SO DEEP [BOTTOMLESS PIT] THAT A STONE THAT A THIRTY-YEAR-OLD MAN LIFTS AND DROPS TO THE BOTTOM WILL BARELY REACH THE FLOOR OF THE LAKE AFTER THREE YEARS.
SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] IN FIRE AND THE [SEXLESS] ELECT IN HEAVEN
THEN SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WILL BE BOUND WITH ALL HIS TROOPS AND PLACED IN THE LAKE OF FIRE. BUT THE SON OF GOD AND HIS ELECT WILL STROLL ON THE FIRMAMENT, AND HE WILL LOCK THE DEVIL, LYING THERE, IN STRONG, INDESTRUCTIBLE CHAINS. THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS WEEPING AND LAMENTING WILL SAY, "EARTH, TAKE US BACK AND HIDE US IN YOU." THE JUST WILL GLOW LIKE A SUN IN THE KINGDOM OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND THE SON OF GOD WILL TAKE THEM BEFORE THE THRONE OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND SAY TO THEM, "HERE I AM WITH MY CHILDREN WHOM YOU HAVE GIVEN ME. JUST FATHER [STEPHEN], THE WORLD HAS NOT KNOWN YOU, BUT I HAVE TRULY KNOWN YOU, BECAUSE IT IS YOU WHO SENT ME ON MY MISSION [JOHN 17:1-26]." THEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL ANSWER HIS SON WITH THESE WORDS, "MY BELOVED SON, SIT DOWN TO MY RIGHT [REVELATION 3:22] UNTIL I PLACE AT YOUR LEGS, AS A STOOL [1ST CORINTHIANS 15:24-28], YOUR ENEMIES WHO HAVE [SEXUALLY] DENIED ME AND HAVE SAID, 'WE ARE GODS AND BESIDES US THERE ARE NO OTHER GODS [2ND THESSALONIANS 2:1-12].' THEY HAVE KILLED THE PROPHETS AND PERSECUTED THE JUST [ACTS 7:51-53]. IT IS YOU NOW WHO WILL PURSUE THEM INTO THE REMOTE GLOOM, WHERE THERE WILL BE TEARS AND THE GRINDING OF TEETH." THEN THE SON OF GOD WILL SIT AT THE RIGHT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN IN HEBREWS 1:1-3], AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL GOVERN HIS ANGELS AND GOVERN THE ELECT. HE WILL PLACE THEM IN CHOIRS OF ANGELS, DRESS THEM IN IMPERISHABLE GARMENTS, AND GIVE THEM UNFADING CROWNS AND IMMUTABLE SEATS. AND GOD WILL BE SEATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THEM. THEY WILL NOT KNOW HUNGER OR THIRST. THE SUN WILL NOT STRIKE THEM, NOR ANY BURNING HEAT. AND GOD WILL BANISH ALL TEARS FROM THEIR EYES [REVELATION 21:3-4]. THE SON WILL REIGN WITH HIS SAINTLY FATHER [STEPHEN], AND HIS REIGN WILL HAVE NO END FROM CENTURIES TO CENTURIES.
THE GNOSTIC BOOK ON THE BOOK OF THE TWO PRINCIPLES
GOD HAS NOT MADE THE WORLD
MY PROPOSAL IS TO GIVE HERE A RESUME OF WHAT HAS BEEN SAID PREVIOUSLY ON THE CREATION OF THE SKY, THE EARTH, AND THE SEA FOR THE INSTRUCTION OF THE UNKNOWING. I THINK THAT SKIES AND EARTH IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES SOMETIMES DESIGNATE REAL CREATURES OF THE TRUE GOD, WHO ARE ENDOWED WITH MIND AND CAPABLE OF COMPREHENDING AND PERCEIVING, AND NOT ONLY THE ELEMENTS, WHICH ALWAYS CHANGE AND ARE DEPRIVED OF REASON. AS DAVID SAID IN THE PSALMS, "THE SKIES RECOUNT THE GLORY OF GOD, AND THE FIRMAMENT PROCLAIMS THE WORKS OF HIS HANDS." WE READ IN DEUTERONOMY, "SKIES, LISTEN TO WHAT I AM GOING TO SAY: THAT THE EARTH UNDERSTANDS THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH." AND IN ISAIAH, "SKIES, LISTEN, AND YOU EARTH, LEND ME YOUR EAR, BECAUSE THE LORD HAS SPOKEN." AGAIN, IN JEREMIAH, "EARTH, EARTH, HEAR THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD," AND IN THE PSALMS, "YOU HAVE MADE YOURSELF A ROAD IN THE SEA. YOU HAVE WALKED AMID THE WATERS." DAVID REFERS TO THESE WAYS WHEN HE SAYS IN THE PSALMS, "ALL THE [SEXLESS] WAYS OF THE LORD ARE BUT MERCY AND TRUTH." THEN BY SKY, EARTH, AND SEA WE UNDERSTAND CELESTIAL BEINGS. SAINT JOHN SAYS IN REVELATION: AND EVERY CREATURE WHICH IS IN THE SKY, ON THE EARTH AND UNDER THE EARTH AND ON THE SEA, AND EVERYTHING IN THESE, I HEARD THEM SAYING: "TO THE ONE SEATED ON THE THRONE AND TO THE LAMB, BLESSINGS AND HONOR AND GLORY AND DOMINION FOREVERMORE." AND DAVID IN THE PSALMS, "I BELIEVE I SEE THE GOODNESS OF THE LORD IN THE LAND OF THE LIVING." HE ALSO SAYS, "LET YOUR GOOD SPIRIT LEAD ME ON A LEVEL PATH." SOLOMON DECLARES, "BUT THE JUST WILL INHERIT THE EARTH AND LIVE ON IT FOREVER." CHRIST HAS ORDERED "NOT TO SWEAR BY ANY PART OF THE SKY BECAUSE IT IS THE THRONE OF GOD." WHEN HE SAYS "THRONE" HE IS SURELY THINKING OF DAVID IN PSALMS WHEN HE SAYS, "O GOD, YOUR THRONE EXISTS ETERNALLY," AND AGAIN MATTHEW, "NOT ON EARTH, 
FOR EARTH IS GOD'S FOOTSTOOL [ACTS 7:49-50]." IT IS OUR LORD HIMSELF WHO ADDS, IN HEBREWS, "BECAUSE IT IS HIS FOOTSTOOL." DAVID CONTINUES THE FOOTSTOOL ALLUSION IN PSALMS: FEAR THE LORD, OUR GOD, AND WORSHIP THE FOOTSTOOL AT HIS FEET, FOR HE IS HOLY. ABOUT CREATION, I WISH TO CONFESS THAT OUR LORD GOD IS THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND AUTHOR, BUT NOT OF THE ELEMENTS OF THE WORLD, WHICH ARE IMPOTENT AND EMPTY, AND AS PAUL SAID IN GALATIANS, "HOW CAN YOU NOW TURN BACK TO THE IMPOTENT AND EMPTY ELEMENTS UNDER WHICH YOU SUFFER A NEW SLAVERY?" THE MESSENGER ALSO SAYS IN COLOSSIANS, "IF WITH CHRIST YOU DIED TO THE ELEMENTAL SPIRITS OF THE UNIVERSE, WHY DO YOU LIVE AS IF YOU STILL BELONGED TO THE WORLD? WHY DO YOU SUBMIT TO REGULATIONS: 'DO, NOT HANDLE, DO, NOT TASTE, DO, NOT TOUCH'? ALL THESE REGULATIONS REFER TO THINGS THAT PERISH WITH USE."
GOD HAS NOT MADE DEATH [JAMES 1:13-15]
EVEN LESS CAN WE ADMIT THAT OUR LORD IS THE CREATOR AND AUTHOR OF DEATH [THE LORD LUCIFER & LADY VICTORIA CREATED DEATH, BUT THE LORD HAS TAKEN THIS AUTHORITY OF DEATH & WILL USE DEATH IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT TO KILL & DAMN YOU, EVEN THOUGH THE LORD DID NOT ORIGINALLY CREATE DEATH IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23 & HEBREWS 2:14-18], AND OF THE THINGS THAT ARE, BY THEIR ESSENCE, IN DEATH, BECAUSE, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF WISDOM, "GOD HAS NOT MADE DEATH, AND HE DOES NOT REJOICE AT THE LOSS OF THE LIVING." THERE EXISTS, THEN, WITH NO DOUBT WHATSOEVER, ANOTHER CREATURE OR FACTOR, WHO IS THE PRINCIPLE AND CAUSE OF DEATH, OF PERDITION, AND OF ALL [SEXUAL] EVIL, AS WE HAVE EXPLAINED ABOVE WITH SUFFICIENT CLARITY. 
ON THE OMNIPOTENCE OF THE TRUE LORD GOD
I WISH TO SPEAK NOW OF THE OMNIPOTENCE OF THE TRUE LORD GOD, WHICH SO OFTEN PERMITS OUR ADVERSARIES TO PLAY THE GLORIOUS ONE WHEN THEY CLAIM AGAINST US THAT THERE IS NO OTHER FORCE OR POWER THAN THEIRS. ALTHOUGH IN THE TESTIMONY OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, THE TRUE LORD GOD MAY BE CALLED ALL POWERFUL, ONE MUST NOT BELIEVE THAT HE IS CALLED THAT BECAUSE HE CAN DO AND DOES ALL [SEXUAL] EVILS, BECAUSE THERE EXIST MANY [SEXUAL] EVILS THAT THE LORD CANNOT AND WILL NEVER DO [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S ETERNAL LIMITATIONS IS PROVEN IN SCRIPTURE. THIS IS BECAUSE HE IS A HOLY MORAL GOD. IN TITUS 1:1-3 DECLARES “PAUL A BONDSERVANT OF GOD AND AN APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST, ACCORDING TO THE FAITH OF GOD’S ELECT AND THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TRUTH WHICH ACCORDS WITH GODLINESS, IN HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE, WHICH GOD, WHO CANNOT LIE (UNLYING GOD IN ROMANS 3:4 & HEBREWS 6:18), PROMISED BEFORE TIME BEGAN, BUT HAS IN DUE TIME MANIFESTED HIS WORD THROUGH PREACHING, WHICH WAS COMMITTED TO ME ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD OUR SAVIOR…” IN MATTHEW 27:46 AND MARK 15:34 MENTIONS THE FATHER STEPHEN CHOOSE NOT TO LOOK UPON SIN THAT COULD BE FORGIVEN OR THE ETERNAL SIN IN THE LAW BUT ONLY GOOD & IS CALLED THE (HOLY GOD) IN GENESIS 1:31 & JOHN 17:11 AND HE FORSOOK THE LORD JESUS CHRIST HIS SON IN THE WORLD ON THE CROSS & THE LORD JAMES HIS LAW ABOVE THE WORLD IN THE STONING. IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 13:5 DECLARES THAT HE THINKS NO EVIL (GOOD GOD). IN ROMANS 3:4 SAYS “LET GOD BE TRUE (TRUE GOD) BUT EVERY MAN A LIAR.” SOME SCRIPTURES OF ALL MEN AS LIARS, APART FROM GOD IS IN ROMANS 3:23; 1ST JOHN 1:8-10; 1ST KINGS 8:46-53 & PSALMS 116:11. IN JAMES 1:13 STATES “LET NO ONE SAY WHEN HE IS TEMPTED, ‘I AM TEMPTED BY GOD,’ FOR GOD CANNOT BE TEMPTED BY EVIL, NOR DOES HE HIMSELF TEMPT (TEST) ANYONE (UN-TEMPTING GOD).” IN 2ND TIMOTHY 2:13 SAYS “IF WE ARE FAITHLESS, HE REMAINS FAITHFUL, HE CANNOT DENY HIMSELF (FAITHFUL GOD).” HE IS ALSO CALLED THE (UN-HEALING GOD) WITH THE 10 INCURABLE DISEASES LAID UP FOR THE LADY VICTORIA’S [BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] PARTY WITH THE LORD LUCIFER [SATAN & THE DEVIL]. IN ACTS 7:60 STATES THAT THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD WAS FORSAKEN BY THE LORD YAHWEH BY CHOOSING NOT TO LOOK UPON THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP AS THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD DID, CONCERNING THE FATHER’S LAW. THERE ARE ONLY TWO ATTRIBUTES THAT THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH IS NOT ETERNALLY LIMITED IS HIS OMNIPRESENCE (ALL PRESENT EVERYWHERE IN THE WHOLE UNIVERSE) WHERE ALL CREATION IS LIMITED AND HIS OMNISCIENCE (ALL KNOWING, INTELLIGENCE, WISDOM, UNDERSTANDING AND KNOWLEDGE) WHERE ALL CREATION IS LIMITED]. AS THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS SAYS, "IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD TO LIE." AND THE SAME MESSENGER DECLARES IN THE SECOND LETTER TO TIMOTHY, "IF WE ARE UNFAITHFUL TO HIM, HE WILL NOT CEASE BEING FAITHFUL, SINCE HE CANNOT DENY HIMSELF." NOR MUST ONE BELIEVE THAT THIS GOOD GOD HAS THE POWER TO DESTROY HIMSELF, AND TO COMMIT ALL KINDS OF WICKEDNESS AGAINST WISDOM AND JUSTICE. THAT IS EVEN MORE IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM, SINCE HE IS NOT THE ABSOLUTE CAUSE OF [SEXUAL] EVIL. AND IF ONE OBJECTS TO US, SAYING, "WE HAVE THE RIGHT TO SAY THAT THE TRUE LORD GOD IS ALL POWERFUL, AND NOT ONLY BECAUSE HE CAN DO AND DOES ALL THE GOOD THINGS, BUT ALSO, BECAUSE HE COULD DO ALL THE [SEXUAL] WICKED THINGS, IF HE WANTED TO, EVEN TO LIE AND DESTROY HIMSELF, IF HE CARED TO. BUT HE DOES NOT WANT TO," THE ANSWER TO THEM IS EASY. 
THAT GOD CANNOT DO [SATANIC/BABYLONIAN] EVIL
IF GOD DOES NOT WANT TO DO ALL THE WICKED THINGS, IF HE DOES NOT WANT TO LIE OR DESTROY HIMSELF, SURELY, HE CANNOT. BECAUSE WHAT GOD IN HIS UNITY DOES NOT WANT TO DO, HE CANNOT DO. AND WHAT HE CANNOT DO, HE DOES NOT WANT TO DO. AND IN THIS SENSE, ONE MUST SAY THAT THE POWER OF [SEXUAL] SINNING AND OF DOING [SEXUAL] EVIL DOES NOT BELONG TO THE TRUE LORD GOD. ALL THAT IS THOUGHT TO BE GOD'S [SEXLESS] ATTRIBUTES AND [SEXLESS] CONDUCT IS NOT ACCIDENTAL, AS THE LEARNED KNOW. IT NECESSARILY FOLLOWS, THEN, THAT GOD HIMSELF AND HIS WILL ARE ONE AND THE SAME. THE GOOD GOD CANNOT LIE OR COMMIT EVERY KIND OF [SEXUAL] EVIL, IF HE WANTS TO, BECAUSE THIS TRUE GOD CANNOT DO WHAT HE DOES NOT WANT TO, WE REPEAT, SINCE HE HIMSELF AND HIS WILL ARE ONE AND THE SAME. 
THAT GOD CANNOT CREATE ANOTHER GOD
I CAN SAY AGAIN, VERY REASONABLY AND WITHOUT FEAR OF DECEIVING MYSELF, THAT THE TRUE GOD, WITH ALL HIS POWER, CANNOT, NOR EVER COULD, NOR EVER WILL, NEITHER WILLFULLY OR INVOLUNTARILY, NOR BY ANY OTHER MEANS, CREATE ANOTHER GOD, LORD, AND CREATOR RESEMBLING AND EQUAL TO HIMSELF IN ANY WAY. I PROVE THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE GOOD GOD TO BE ABLE TO MAKE ANOTHER GOD LIKE HIMSELF WITH REGARD TO EVERY QUALITY: THE ETERNAL AND SEMPITERNAL, THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND AUTHOR OF ALL HIS GOODNESS, WITHOUT BEGINNING OR END, THE ONE WHO WAS NEVER MADE OR CREATED OR ENGENDERED. BUT IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES IT DOES NOT SAY THAT THE TRUE GOD IS A WEAK GOD [1ST CORINTHIANS 1:24-25]. ONE MUST BELIEVE WITH ASSURANCE THAT THE GOOD GOD IS NOT ENDOWED WITH OMNIPOTENCE BECAUSE HE WOULD THEN BE ABLE TO OR MIGHT COMMIT ALL THE EVILS THAT HAVE BEEN, THAT ARE, AND THAT WILL BE, BUT BECAUSE HE IS TRULY ALL POWERFUL CONCERNING THE GOOD THAT HAS BEEN, THAT IS, AND THAT WILL BE. MOREOVER, HE IS THE ABSOLUTE AND PRINCIPLE CAUSE OF ALL THE GOOD, AND HE IS NEVER, IN ANY WAY, BY HIMSELF AND ESSENTIALLY, THE CAUSE OF [SEXUAL] EVIL. IT FOLLOWS THAT THE TRUE GOD IS CALLED ALL POWERFUL BY THE SAGES, IN EVERYTHING HE DOES, HAS DONE, OR WILL DO IN THE FUTURE, BUT THAT THOSE WHO THINK ACCURATELY CANNOT CALL HIM ALL POWERFUL WITH REGARD TO HIS SUPPOSED POWER THAT HE MIGHT HAVE TO EXERT AND THAT HE HAS NEVER EXERTED, THAT HE NEVER WILL EXERT, WITH REGARD TO CREATING A GOD OF [SEXUAL] EVIL [BUT HE CAN CREATE MESSIANIC EVIL IN ISAIAH 45:7]. AS FOR THE ARGUMENT THAT SAYS THAT IF HE DOES NOT DO IT, IT IS BECAUSE HE DOES NOT WANT TO, WE HAVE ALREADY SHOWN THAT SUCH A TRACK IS MEANINGLESS, SINCE HE, HIMSELF, AND HIS [SEXLESS] WILL ARE ONLY ONE. 
THAT GOD DOES NOT HAVE THE POWER TO BE [SEXUALLY] EVIL AND THAT THERE EXISTS A FORCE THAT IS [SEXUALLY] EVIL
SINCE GOD IS NOT POWERFUL IN [SEXUAL] EVIL, NOR HAS THE POWER TO APPEAR TO BE [SEXUAL] EVIL, WE MUST BELIEVE FIRMLY THAT THERE IS ANOTHER PRINCIPLE, WHICH IS HE [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WHO IS POWERFUL IN [SEXUAL] EVIL. FROM HIM COME ALL [SEXUAL] EVILS THAT HAVE BEEN, THAT ARE, AND THAT WILL BE. ABOUT HIM DAVID SURELY WANTED TO SPEAK WHEN HE SAID, "WHY DO YOU GLORIFY YOURSELF IN YOUR MALICE, YOU WHO ARE POWERFUL ONLY FOR COMMITTING A [SEXUAL] INIQUITY? YOUR LANGUAGE HAS CONTEMPLATED INJUSTICE. YOU HAVE SHARPENED YOUR RAZOR TO LET TRICKERY SNEAK IN. YOU HAVE MORE [SEXUAL] EVIL THAN [SEXLESS] GOOD, AND YOU HAVE PREFERRED A LANGUAGE OF [SEXUAL] INIQUITY TO THAT OF JUSTICE." AND SAINT JOHN SAYS IN REVELATION: THE GREAT DRAGON, THE ANCIENT SNAKE, WHO IS CALLED DEVIL AND SATAN, THE [SEXUAL] DECEIVER OF THE WHOLE [WORLD], LIVED IN THE WORLD AND WAS FLUNG DOWN TO EARTH. AND CHRIST IN THE GOSPEL OF LUKE HAS SAID: THE SEED IS THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD. THE ONES ON THE SIDE OF THE ROAD ARE THOSE WHO HEARD. THEN COMES THE DEVIL, WHO TAKES AWAY THE WORD FROM THEIR HEART SO, THEY WILL NOT BELIEVE AND BE SAVED. THE PROPHET DANIEL SAYS, "AS I LOOKED, THIS HORN FROM THE FOURTH BEAST MADE WAR WITH THE HOLY ONES AND WAS PREVAILING OVER THEM, UNTIL THE ANCIENT ONE CAME; THEN JUDGMENT WAS GIVEN FOR THE HOLY ONES OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]." AND HE SAYS FURTHER, "AS FOR THE TEN HORNS, OUT OF THIS KINGDOM TEN KINGS WILL ARISE, AND ANOTHER WILL ARISE AFTER THEM." AND THEN, "BUT FROM ONE OF THOSE FOUR HORNS A SMALL ONE EMERGED, WHICH BEGAN TO GROW TOWARD THE SOUTH AND THEN TOWARD THE EAST, AND THEN TOWARD THE GLORIOUS LAND. HE RAISED HIS GREAT HORN TOWARD THE ARMIES OF THE SKY, AND IT CAST DOWN SOME OF THE ARMIES AND SOME OF THE STARS TO THE GROUND AND TRAMPLED THEM DOWN." WE READ IN THE APOCALYPSE OF SAINT JOHN: AND ANOTHER PORTENT WAS SEEN IN THE SKY, LOOK, A GREAT FIRE-RED DRAGON WITH SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS, AND ON HIS HEADS SEVEN DIADEMS. HIS TAIL DRAGGED A THIRD OF THE STARS OF HEAVEN AND HURLED THEM TO THE EARTH. AND AGAIN, IN JOHN: AND HE WAS GIVEN DOMINION TO ACT FOR FORTY-TWO MONTHS. THEN HE OPENED HIS MOUTH TO UTTER BLASPHEMIES AGAINST GOD, BLASPHEMING HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND HIS TENTING PLACE, AND THOSE WHO HAVE SET THEIR TENT IN THE SKY. HE WAS GIVEN POWERS TO BATTLE THE SAINTS AND TO OVERCOME THEM. LEANING ON SUCH TESTIMONIES, THE SAGES DECIDED IT IMPOSSIBLE THAT THIS POWERFUL GOD, AND HIS MIGHT AND FORCE, HAD BEEN CREATED, ESSENTIALLY AND DIRECTLY, BY THE TRUE LORD GOD, SINCE OUR GOD WORKS FEVERISHLY EVERY DAY AGAINST THAT FORCE AND VIGOROUSLY COMBATS HIM. AND THE TRUE GOD WOULD NOT RESPOND IN THIS FASHION IF [SEXUAL] EVIL HAD DERIVED FROM HIM, IN ANY WAY, AS ALMOST ALL OUR ADVERSARIES CLAIM. 
ON THE DESTRUCTION OF THE POWER IN [SEXUAL] EVIL
IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES IT IS CLEARLY EXPRESSED THAT THE TRUE LORD GOD WILL DESTROY THE POWERFUL AND ALL HIS FORCES WHO WORK FEVERISHLY EVERY DAY AGAINST HIM AND AGAINST HIS CREATION. DAVID HAS INDEED SAID OF THE ONE WHO IS A POWERFUL MALIGNANCY, "THAT IS WHY GOD WILL DESTROY YOU FOREVER. HE WILL TEAR YOU OUT OF YOUR PLACE, DRAG YOU OUT OF YOUR TENT, AND STRIP YOUR ROOTS FROM THE LAND OF THE LIVING." AND FOR ASKING HELP FROM HIS GOD AGAINST THE POWERFUL, DAVID AGAIN SAYS, "BREAK THE [SEXUAL] ARM OF THE IMPIOUS AND THE WICKED. YOU WILL PUNISH HIM FOR HIS LIES AND HE WILL BE NO MORE. THE LORD WILL REIGN FOREVER AND INTO ETERNITY." DAVID ALSO SINGS OUT, "IN A MOMENT THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED WILL BE NO MORE. YOU WILL LOOK AT THE PLACE WHERE HE WAS AND YOU WILL NO LONGER SEE HIM THERE." IN SOLOMON'S PROVERBS IT IS WRITTEN, "THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED ARE OVERTHROWN BY THEIR [SEXUAL] EVILDOING." THE MESSENGER PAUL ALLUDES TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE POWERFUL THROUGH THE COMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST WHEN HE SAYS TO THE HEBREWS, "IN ORDER TO DESTROY HIM THROUGH HIS DEATH, HE WHO HAS THE EMPIRE OF DEATH AND WHO IS THE DEVIL." LIKEWISE, OUR LORD IS FORCED TO DESTROY NOT ONLY THE POWERFUL BUT ALSO ALL FORCES OR DOMINATIONS WHO THROUGH THE POWERFUL HAVE APPEARED AT TIMES TO DOMINATE THE CREATURES OF THE GOOD GOD WHO HAS BEEN 
EXPOSED TO THE EMPIRE OF [SEXUAL] EVIL. THAT IS WHAT THE HOLY VIRGIN SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF LUKE: HE HAS TOPPLED MONARCHS FROM THEIR THRONES AND RAISED THE POOR TO THEIR FEET. AND THE MESSENGER IN THE FIRST LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS TELLS US, "THEN COMES THE END WHEN HE HANDS OVER THE KINGDOM TO GOD THE FATHER, AFTER HE HAS DESTROYED EVERY RULE AND EVERY AUTHORITY AND POWER. FOR HE MUST REIGN UNTIL HE HAS PUT ALL HIS ENEMIES UNDER HIS FEET. THE LAST ENEMY TO BE DESTROYED IS DEATH." THE SAME MESSENGER SAYS TO THE COLOSSIANS, "GIVE THANKS TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO HAS ENABLED YOU TO SHARE IN THE INHERITANCE OF THE SAINTS IN THE [SEXLESS] LIGHT. HE HAS RESCUED US FROM THE POWER OF DARKNESS AND TRANSFERRED US INTO THE KINGDOM OF HIS BELOVED SON." AND PAUL ALSO SAYS, "AND WHEN YOU WERE DEAD IN [SEXUAL] SINS AND THE UNCIRCUMCISION OF YOUR FLESH, GOD MADE YOU ALIVE TOGETHER WITH HIM, WHEN HE FORGAVE US ALL OUR [NON-SEXUAL] SINS, ERASING THE RECORD THAT STOOD AGAINST US WITH ITS LEGAL DEMANDS. HE SET THIS ASIDE, NAILING IT TO THE CROSS. HE DISARMED THE RULERS AND THE POWERS, AND HE MADE A PUBLIC EXAMPLE OF THEM, TRIUMPHING 
OVER THEM." AND LIKEWISE, PAUL WAS SENT BY THE LORD JESUS CHRIST TO STRIP THIS POWER, AS IT IS WRITTEN ABOUT HIM IN ACTS: "FOR I HAVE APPEARED TO YOU FOR THIS PURPOSE, TO APPOINT YOU TO SERVE AND TESTIFY TO THE THINGS IN WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN ME AND TO THOSE IN WHICH I WILL APPEAR TO YOU. I WILL RESCUE YOU FROM YOUR PEOPLE AND FROM THE GENTILES, TO WHOM I AM SENDING YOU TO OPEN THEIR EYES SO THAT THEY MAY TURN FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT AND FROM THE POWER OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] TO GOD, SO THAT THEY MAY RECEIVE FORGIVENESS OF [NON-SEXUAL] SINS AND A PLACE AMONG THOSE WHO ARE SANCTIFIED BY FAITH IN ME." AND CHRIST SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW: HAVE YOU COME TO ARREST ME WITH SWORDS AND CLUBS AS IF I, WERE A ROBBER? DAY AFTER DAY I SAT IN THE TEMPLE, TEACHING, AND YOU DID NOT TAKE HOLD OF ME. AND IN LUKE, "BUT THIS IS YOUR HOUR, AND THE POWER OF DARKNESS." FROM ALL THIS ONE MUST BELIEVE THAT THE POWER OF SATAN AND OF DARKNESS CANNOT PROCEED DIRECTLY AND IMMEDIATELY FROM THE TRUE GOD. SINCE IF THE POWER OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND OF DARKNESS PROCEEDS DIRECTLY AND IMMEDIATELY FROM THE TRUE GOD, WITH ALL THE OTHER POWERS, VIRTUES, AND DOMINATIONS OF [SEXUAL] EVIL—WHICH IS WHAT THE UNKNOWING SAY—THEN ONE WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND HOW PAUL AND ALL OTHERS FAITHFUL TO JESUS CHRIST COULD HAVE "REMOVED POWER FROM DARKNESS," NOR HOW THEY COULD HAVE TRANSFERRED THIS POWER OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] TO THE TRUE LORD GOD. ABOVE ALL, IF ONE CONSIDERS THAT IN REMOVING POWER FROM DARKNESS, THEY BECOME IN REALITY, PROPERLY AND ESSENTIALLY, ATTACHED TO OUR LORD GOD, SINCE ALL POWERS AND VIRTUES, ACCORDING TO THE BELIEF OF OUR ADVERSARIES, EMANATE PROPERLY AND ESSENTIALLY FROM THE GOOD GOD. HOW THEN WOULD THE GOOD GOD BE ABLE TO STRIP AND ELIMINATE ANOTHER POWER THAN ITS OWN, IF IT IS TRUE THAT THERE CAN EXIST NO OTHER BEFORE HIM, AS ALL OUR ENEMIES SAY OF THESE TRUE [SEXLESS] CHRISTIANS WHOM ONE CALLS, BY THEIR RIGHT TITLE, ALBANENSES [INHABITANCE OF ITALY]?
A GNOSTIC BOOK ON THE NUN'S SERMON
MY LADY CARENZA OF THE [SEXLESS] LOVELY BODY, PLEASE OFFER SISTERS YOUR PROFOUND ADVICE, AND SINCE YOU KNOW WHAT'S BEST, TELL US PRECISELY WHAT TO DO. YOU KNOW. YOUR WAYS EMBODY ALL [SEXLESS] WAYS OF WOMAN. PLEASE SAY: SHALL I WED SOMEONE WE KNOW? OR STAY A VIRGIN? I'VE SAID THAT WOULD BE GOOD. BUT HAVING KIDS—WHAT FOR? TO ME A MARRIAGE SEEMS A PAINFUL BORE. LADY CARENZA, I'D LIKE TO HAVE A MAN, BUT WHAT A PENANCE WHEN YOU HAVE A CLAN OF BRATS. YOUR TITS HANG HALFWAY TO THE GROUND; YOUR BELLY IS DISCOMFITED AND ROUND. MY LADY ISELDA AND MY LADY ALAIS, YOU HAVE YOUTH, BEAUTY; YOUR SKIN A FRESH COLOR AND YOU KNOW COURTLY MANNERS; YOU HAVE VALOR BEYOND ALL OTHER WOMEN IN YOUR PLACE. HEAR ME. AND FOR THE BEST SEED FROM A COD, MARRY THE CROWN OF [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE, WHO IS GOD. AND YOU WILL BEAR THE [SEXLESS] FRUIT IN GLORIOUS SONS, SAVING YOUR CHASTITY LIKE MARRIED NUNS. MY LADY ISELDA AND MY LADY ALAIS, REMEMBER ME AND MAY MY [SEXLESS] LIGHT TRANSCEND ALL FEARS. PLEASE ASK THE KING OF GLORY, WHEN YOU ENTER HEAVEN [ACTS 7:55-56], TO JOIN US ONCE AGAIN. 
CREATION BIBLICAL LEGENDS
THE BOOK OF 2ND ENOCH KNOWN AS THE SECRETS OF ENOCH
THE CREATION OF THE WORLD
OF THE GREAT [TOP] SECRETS OF GOD, WHICH GOD REVEALED AND TOLD ENOCH, AND SPOKE WITH HIM FACE TO FACE
 1 AND THE LORD SUMMONED ME, AND SAID TO ME: ENOCH, SIT DOWN ON MY LEFT WITH GABRIEL. 2 AND I BOWED DOWN TO THE LORD, AND THE LORD SPOKE TO ME: ENOCH, BELOVED, ALL THAT YOU SEE, ALL THINGS THAT ARE STANDING FINISHED I TELL TO YOU EVEN BEFORE THE VERY BEGINNING, ALL THAT I CREATED FROM NON-BEING, AND VISIBLE THINGS FROM INVISIBLE. 3 HEAR, ENOCH, AND TAKE IN THESE MY WORDS, FOR NOT TO MY ANGELS HAVE I TOLD MY SECRET, AND I HAVE NOT TOLD THEM THEIR RISE, NOR MY ENDLESS REALM, NOR HAVE THEY UNDERSTOOD MY CREATING, WHICH I TELL YOU TODAY. 4 FOR BEFORE ALL THINGS WERE VISIBLE, I ALONE USED TO GO ABOUT IN THE INVISIBLE THINGS, LIKE THE SUN FROM EAST TO WEST, AND FROM WEST TO EAST. 5 BUT EVEN THE SUN HAS PEACE IN ITSELF, WHILE I FOUND NO PEACE, BECAUSE I WAS CREATING ALL THINGS, AND I CONCEIVED THE THOUGHT OF PLACING FOUNDATIONS, AND OF CREATING VISIBLE CREATION. GOD RELATES TO ENOCH, HOW OUT OF THE VERY DEEPEST PARTS CAME FORTH THE VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE: 1 I COMMANDED IN THE VERY LOWEST PARTS, THAT VISIBLE THINGS SHOULD COME DOWN FROM INVISIBLE, AND ADOIL (7) CAME DOWN VERY GREAT, AND I BEHELD HIM, AND LO! HE HAD A BELLY OF GREAT LIGHT. (7) ADOIL. OR, "LIGHT OF CREATION." 2 AND I SAID TO HIM: BECOME UNDONE, ADOIL, AND LET THE VISIBLE COME OUT OF YOU. 3 AND HE CAME UNDONE, AND A GREAT LIGHT [ACTS 9:3; 22:6; 26:13] CAME OUT. AND I WAS IN THE MIDST OF THE GREAT LIGHT, AND AS THERE IS BORN LIGHT FROM LIGHT, THERE CAME FORTH A GREAT AGE, AND SHOWED ALL CREATION, WHICH I HAD THOUGHT TO CREATE. 4 AND I SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD. 5 AND I PLACED FOR MYSELF A THRONE, AND TOOK MY SEAT ON IT, AND SAID TO THE LIGHT: GO THENCE UP HIGHER AND FIX YOURSELF HIGH ABOVE THE THRONE, AND BE A FOUNDATION TO THE [MOST] HIGHEST THINGS. 6 AND ABOVE THE LIGHT THERE IS NOTHING ELSE, AND THEN I BENT UP AND LOOKED UP FROM MY THRONE. GOD SUMMONS FROM THE VERY DEEPEST A SECOND TIME THAT ARCHAS, HEAVY AND VERY RED SHOULD COME FORTH: 1 AND I SUMMONED THE VERY LOWEST A SECOND TIME, AND SAID: LET ARCHAS (8) COME FORTH HARD, AND HE CAME FORTH HARD FROM THE INVISIBLE. (8) ARCHAS. OR, "SPIRIT OF CREATION." 2 AND ARCHAS CAME FORTH, HARD, HEAVY, AND VERY RED. 3 AND I SAID: BE OPENED, ARCHAS, AND LET THERE BE BORN FROM YOU, AND HE CAME UNDONE, AN AGE CAME FORTH, VERY GREAT AND VERY DARK, BEARING THE CREATION OF ALL LOWER THINGS, AND I SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD AND SAID TO HIM: 4 GO THENCE DOWN BELOW, AND MAKE YOURSELF FIRM, AND BE A FOUNDATION FOR THE LOWER THINGS, AND IT HAPPENED AND HE WENT DOWN AND FIXED HIMSELF, AND BECAME THE FOUNDATION FOR THE LOWER THINGS, AND BELOW THE DARKNESS THERE IS NOTHING ELSE.
OF HOW GOD FOUNDED THE WATER, AND SURROUNDED IT WITH LIGHT, AND ESTABLISHED ON IT 7 ISLANDS
1 AND I COMMANDED THAT THERE SHOULD BE TAKEN FROM LIGHT AND DARKNESS, AND I SAID: BE THICK, AND IT BECAME THUS, AND I SPREAD IT OUT WITH THE LIGHT, AND IT BECAME WATER, AND I SPREAD IT OUT OVER THE DARKNESS, BELOW THE LIGHT, AND THEN I MADE FIRM THE WATERS, THAT IS TO SAY THE BOTTOMLESS, AND I MADE FOUNDATION OF LIGHT AROUND THE WATER, AND CREATED SEVEN CIRCLES FROM INSIDE, AND IMAGED THE WATER LIKE CRYSTAL WET AND DRY, THAT IS TO SAY LIKE GLASS, AND THE CIRCUMCESSION OF THE WATERS AND THE OTHER ELEMENTS, AND I SHOWED EACH ONE OF THEM ITS ROAD, AND THE SEVEN STARS EACH ONE OF THEM IN ITS HEAVEN, THAT THEY GO THUS, AND I SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD. 2 AND I SEPARATED BETWEEN LIGHT AND BETWEEN DARKNESS, THAT IS TO SAY IN THE MIDST OF THE WATER HITHER AND THITHER, AND I SAID TO THE LIGHT, THAT IT SHOULD BE THE DAY, AND TO THE DARKNESS, THAT IT SHOULD BE THE NIGHT, AND THERE WAS EVENING AND THERE WAS MORNING THE FIRST DAY. THE WEEK IN WHICH GOD SHOWED ENOCH ALL HIS WISDOM AND POWER, THROUGHOUT ALL THE SEVEN DAYS, HOW HE CREATED ALL THE HEAVENLY AND EARTHLY FORCES AND ALL MOVING THINGS EVEN DOWN TO MAN: 1 AND THEN I MADE FIRM THE HEAVENLY CIRCLE, AND MADE THAT THE LOWER WATER WHICH IS UNDER HEAVEN COLLECT ITSELF TOGETHER, INTO ONE WHOLE, AND THAT THE CHAOS BECOME DRY, AND IT BECAME SO. 2 OUT OF THE WAVES I CREATED ROCK HARD AND BIG, AND FROM THE ROCK I PILED UP THE DRY, AND THE DRY I CALLED EARTH, AND THE MIDST OF THE EARTH I CALLED ABYSS, THAT IS TO SAY THE BOTTOMLESS [PIT], I COLLECTED THE SEA IN ONE PLACE AND BOUND IT TOGETHER WITH A YOKE. 3 AND I SAID TO THE SEA: BEHOLD I GIVE YOU YOUR ETERNAL LIMITS, AND YOU SHALT NOT BREAK LOOSE FROM YOUR COMPONENT PARTS. 4 THUS I MADE FAST THE FIRMAMENT. THIS DAY I CALLED ME THE FIRST-CREATED [SUNDAY]. THIS MEANS WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT & 28 CHAPTERS IS 30 LEVELS ALL LINKED TO SUNDAY, THE LORD’S DAY IN THE SINGLE SEXLESS KINGDOM OF LORDSHIP FROM ACTS 1:4-29:2 WITH AN ACTS 30 IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST. THEN IT BECAME EVENING, AND THEN AGAIN MORNING, AND IT WAS THE SECOND DAY [MONDAY].
THE FIERY ESSENCE
1 AND FOR ALL THE HEAVENLY TROOPS I IMAGED THE IMAGE AND ESSENCE OF FIRE, AND MY EYE LOOKED AT THE VERY HARD, FIRM ROCK, AND FROM THE GLEAM OF MY EYE THE LIGHTNING RECEIVED ITS WONDERFUL [SEXLESS] NATURE, WHICH IS BOTH FIRE IN WATER AND WATER IN FIRE, AND ONE DOES NOT PUT OUT THE OTHER, NOR DOES THE ONE DRY UP THE OTHER, THEREFORE THE LIGHTNING IS BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN, SOFTER THAN WATER AND FIRMER THAN HARD ROCK. 2 AND FROM THE ROCK I CUT OFF A GREAT FIRE, AND FROM THE FIRE I CREATED THE ORDERS OF THE INCORPOREAL TEN TROOPS OF ANGELS, AND THEIR WEAPONS ARE FIERY AND THEIR RAIMENT A BURNING FLAME, AND I COMMANDED THAT EACH ONE SHOULD STAND IN HIS ORDER. 
HOW SATANAIL WITH HIS ANGELS WAS THROWN DOWN FROM THE HEIGHT
3 AND ONE FROM OUT THE ORDER OF ANGELS, HAVING TURNED AWAY WITH THE ORDER THAT WAS UNDER HIM, CONCEIVED AN IMPOSSIBLE THOUGHT, TO PLACE HIS THRONE HIGHER THAN THE CLOUDS ABOVE THE EARTH, THAT HE MIGHT BECOME EQUAL IN RANK TO MY POWER. 4 AND I THREW HIM OUT FROM THE HEIGHT WITH HIS ANGELS, AND HE WAS FLYING IN THE AIR CONTINUOUSLY ABOVE THE BOTTOMLESS [PIT]. AND THEN I CREATED ALL THE HEAVENS, AND THE THIRD DAY WAS, [TUESDAY]: 1 ON THE THIRD DAY I COMMANDED THE EARTH TO MAKE GROW GREAT AND FRUITFUL TREES, AND HILLS, AND SEED TO SOW, AND I PLANTED PARADISE, AND ENCLOSED IT, AND PLACED AS ARMED GUARDIANS FLAMING ANGELS, AND THUS I CREATED RENEWAL. 2 THEN CAME EVENING, AND CAME MORNING THE FOURTH DAY. 3 [WEDNESDAY]. ON THE FOURTH DAY I COMMANDED THAT THERE SHOULD BE GREAT LIGHTS ON THE HEAVENLY CIRCLES. 4 ON THE FIRST UPPERMOST CIRCLE I PLACED THE STARS, KRUNO, AND ON THE SECOND APHRODIT, ON THE THIRD ARIS, ON THE FIFTH ZOUES, ON THE SIXTH ERMIS, ON THE SEVENTH LESSER THE MOON, AND ADORNED IT WITH THE LESSER STARS. 5 AND ON THE LOWER I PLACED THE SUN FOR THE ILLUMINATION OF DAY, AND THE MOON AND STARS FOR THE ILLUMINATION OF NIGHT. 6 THE SUN THAT IT SHOULD GO ACCORDING TO EACH CONSTELLATION, TWELVE, AND I APPOINTED THE SUCCESSION OF THE MONTHS AND THEIR NAMES AND LIVES, THEIR THUNDERING’S, AND THEIR HOUR-MARKINGS, HOW THEY SHOULD SUCCEED. 7 THEN EVENING CAME AND MORNING CAME THE FIFTH DAY. 8 [THURSDAY]. ON THE FIFTH DAY I COMMANDED THE SEA, THAT IT SHOULD BRING FORTH FISHES, AND FEATHERED BIRDS OF MANY VARIETIES, AND ALL ANIMALS CREEPING OVER THE EARTH, GOING FORTH OVER THE EARTH ON FOUR LEGS, AND SOARING IN THE AIR, MALE SEX AND FEMALE, AND EVERY SOUL BREATHING THE SPIRIT OF LIFE. 9 AND THERE CAME EVENING, AND THERE CAME MORNING THE SIXTH DAY. 10 [FRIDAY]. ON THE SIXTH DAY I COMMANDED MY WISDOM TO CREATE MAN FROM SEVEN CONSISTENCIES: ONE, HIS FLESH FROM THE EARTH, TWO, HIS BLOOD FROM THE DEW, THREE, HIS EYES FROM THE SUN, FOUR, HIS BONES FROM STONE, FIVE, HIS INTELLIGENCE FROM THE SWIFTNESS OF THE ANGELS AND FROM CLOUD, SIX, HIS VEINS AND HIS HAIR FROM THE GRASS OF THE EARTH, SEVEN, HIS SOUL FROM MY BREATH AND FROM THE WIND. 11 AND I GAVE HIM SEVEN [DIVINE] NATURES: TO THE FLESH HEARING, THE EYES FOR SIGHT, TO THE SOUL SMELL, THE VEINS FOR TOUCH, THE BLOOD FOR TASTE, THE BONES FOR ENDURANCE, TO THE INTELLIGENCE SWEETNESS [ENJOYMENT]. 12 I CONCEIVED A CUNNING SAYING TO SAY, I CREATED MAN FROM INVISIBLE AND FROM VISIBLE [DIVINE] NATURE, OF BOTH ARE HIS DEATH AND LIFE AND IMAGE, HE KNOWS SPEECH LIKE SOME CREATED THING, SMALL IN GREATNESS AND AGAIN GREAT IN SMALLNESS, AND I PLACED HIM ON EARTH, A SECOND ANGEL, HONORABLE, GREAT AND GLORIOUS, AND I APPOINTED HIM AS RULER TO RULE ON EARTH AND TO HAVE MY [SEXLESS] WISDOM, AND THERE WAS NONE LIKE HIM OF EARTH OF ALL MY EXISTING CREATURES. 13 AND I APPOINTED HIM A NAME, FROM THE FOUR COMPONENT PARTS, FROM EAST, FROM WEST, FROM SOUTH, FROM NORTH, AND I APPOINTED FOR HIM FOUR SPECIAL STARS, AND I CALLED HIS NAME ADAM, AND SHOWED HIM THE TWO WAYS, THE LIGHT AND THE DARKNESS, AND I TOLD HIM: 14 THIS IS GOOD, AND THAT BAD, THAT I SHOULD LEARN WHETHER HE HAS [SEXLESS] LOVE TOWARDS ME, OR [SEXUAL] HATRED, THAT IT BE CLEAR WHICH IN HIS RACE [SEXLESS] LOVE ME. 15 FOR I HAVE SEEN HIS [DIVINE] NATURE, BUT HE HAS NOT SEEN HIS OWN [DIVINE] NATURE, THEREFORE THROUGH NOT SEEING, HE WILL [SEXUALLY] SIN WORSE, AND I SAID AFTER [SEXUAL] SIN WHAT IS THERE BUT [SEXUAL] DEATH [JAMES 1:13-15]? 16 AND I PUT SLEEP INTO HIM AND HE FELL ASLEEP. AND I TOOK FROM HIM A RIB, AND CREATED HIM A WIFE, THAT DEATH SHOULD COME TO HIM BY HIS WIFE, AND I TOOK HIS LAST WORD AND CALLED HER NAME MOTHER, THAT IS TO SAY, EVA. GOD GIVES OVER PARADISE TO ADAM, AND GIVES HIM A COMMAND TO SEE THE HEAVENS OPENED [ACTS 7:55-56], AND THAT HE SHOULD SEE THE ANGELS SINGING THE SONG OF VICTORY: 1 ADAM HAS LIFE ON EARTH, AND I CREATED A GARDEN IN EDEN IN THE EAST, THAT HE SHOULD OBSERVE THE TESTAMENT AND KEEP THE COMMAND. 2 I MADE THE HEAVENS OPEN TO HIM, THAT HE SHOULD SEE THE ANGELS SINGING THE SONG OF VICTORY, AND THE GLOOMLESS LIGHT. 3 AND HE WAS CONTINUOUSLY IN PARADISE, AND THE DEVIL UNDERSTOOD THAT I WANTED TO CREATE ANOTHER WORLD, BECAUSE ADAM WAS LORD ON EARTH, TO RULE AND CONTROL IT. 4 THE DEVIL IS THE EVIL [SEXUAL] SPIRIT OF THE LOWER PLACES, AS A FUGITIVE, HE MADE SOTONA (9) FROM THE HEAVENS AS HIS NAME WAS SATANAIL [SATAN & LUCIFER, FEMALE SENSE IS VICTORIA IN ISAIAH 47:1-15 OR BABYLON IN REVELATION 17:1-18:24] (10), THUS HE BECAME DIFFERENT FROM THE ANGELS, BUT HIS [DIABOLIC] NATURE DID NOT CHANGE HIS INTELLIGENCE AS FAR AS HIS UNDERSTANDING OF RIGHTEOUS AND [SEXUAL] SINFUL THINGS. (9) SOTONA. OR, "DIANA." (10) SATANAIL. OR, "THE IMPIOUS ONE." HA-SATAN IN HEBREW MEANS "THE ADVERSARY" REFERRING HERE TO THE "LEAD" ADVERSARY, OR LUCIFER. 1 I SAID TO HIM: EARTH YOU ARE, AND INTO THE EARTH WHENCE I TOOK YOU, YOU, SHALT GO, AND I WILL NOT [SEXUALLY] RUIN YOU, BUT SEND YOU WHENCE I TOOK YOU. 2 THEN I CAN AGAIN RECEIVE YOU AT MY SECOND PRESENCE. 3 AND I BLESSED ALL MY CREATURES VISIBLE (PHYSICAL) AND INVISIBLE (ETERNAL SPIRITUAL & MENTAL). AND ADAM WAS FIVE AND HALF HOURS IN PARADISE. 4 AND I BLESSED THE SEVENTH DAY, WHICH IS THE SABBATH [SUNDAY], ON WHICH HE RESTED FROM ALL HIS [SEXLESS] WORKS. 
GOD SHOWS ENOCH THE AGE OF THE WORLD
1 AND I APPOINTED THE EIGHTH DAY [SUNDAY TO SUNDAY IS 8 LEVELS & THE 9TH LEVEL IS THE LORD’S DWELLING, HIS HOUSE ADDRESS IN ACTS 7:46-50] ALSO, THAT THE EIGHTH DAY SHOULD BE THE FIRST-CREATED AFTER MY WORK, AND THAT (THE FIRST SEVEN) REVOLVE IN THE FORM OF THE SEVENTH THOUSAND, AND THAT AT THE BEGINNING OF THE EIGHTH THOUSAND THERE SHOULD BE A TIME OF NOT-COUNTING, ENDLESS, WITH NEITHER YEARS NOR MONTHS NOR WEEKS NOR DAYS NOR HOURS. 2 AND NOW, ENOCH, ALL THAT I HAVE TOLD YOU, ALL THAT YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD, ALL THAT YOU HAVE SEEN OF HEAVENLY THINGS, ALL THAT YOU HAVE SEEN ON EARTH, AND ALL THAT I HAVE WRITTEN IN BOOKS BY MY GREAT [SEXLESS] WISDOM, ALL THESE THINGS I HAVE DEVISED AND CREATED FROM THE UPPERMOST FOUNDATION TO THE LOWER AND TO THE END, AND THERE IS NO COUNSELLOR [JOHN 4:23-24] NOR INHERITOR [ACTS 7:49-50; 17:22-30] TO MY [SEXLESS] CREATIONS. 3 I AM SELF-ETERNAL, NOT MADE WITH HANDS, AND WITHOUT CHANGE [IMMUTABLE]. 4 MY [INFALLIBLE INERRANT] THOUGHT IS MY COUNSELLOR [JOHN 14:26; 15:26; 16:13 & ACTS 6:5, 10; 7:55-56], MY WISDOM [ACTS 6:3, 10] AND MY WORD [ACTS 6:4] ARE MADE, AND MY EYES [ACTS 6:15] OBSERVE ALL THINGS HOW THEY STAND HERE AND TREMBLE WITH TERROR. 5 IF I TURN AWAY MY FACE, THEN ALL THINGS WILL BE DESTROYED [ACTS 7:60]. 6 AND APPLY YOUR MIND, ENOCH, AND KNOW HIM [ACTS 15:15-18] WHO IS SPEAKING TO YOU, AND TAKE THENCE THE BOOKS WHICH YOU YOURSELF HAVE WRITTEN. 7 AND I GIVE YOU SAMUIL AND RAGUIL, WHO LED YOU UP, AND THE BOOKS, AND GO DOWN TO EARTH, AND TELL YOUR SONS ALL THAT I HAVE TOLD YOU, AND ALL THAT YOU HAVE SEEN, FROM THE LOWER [0TH] HEAVEN UP TO MY THRONE [9TH HEAVEN IN ACTS 7:55-56], AND ALL THE TROOPS. 8 FOR I CREATED ALL FORCES, AND THERE IS NONE THAT RESISTS ME OR THAT DOES NOT SUBJECT HIMSELF TO ME. FOR ALL SUBJECT THEMSELVES TO MY [SEXLESS] MONARCHY, AND LABOR FOR MY SOLE [SEXLESS] RULE. 9 GIVE THEM THE BOOKS OF THE HANDWRITING, AND THEY WILL READ (THEM) AND WILL KNOW ME FOR THE [TRUE] CREATOR OF ALL THINGS [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND WILL UNDERSTAND HOW THERE IS NO OTHER GOD, BUT ME. 10 AND LET THEM DISTRIBUTE THE BOOKS OF YOUR HANDWRITING, CHILDREN [HERITAGE] TO CHILDREN [HERITAGE], GENERATION [KINGDOMS] TO GENERATION [KINGDOMS], NATIONS TO NATIONS. 11 AND I WILL GIVE YOU, ENOCH, MY [SEXLESS] INTERCESSOR, THE ARCHISTRATEGE [GENERAL] MICHAEL, FOR THE HANDWRITINGS OF YOUR FATHERS, ADAM, SETH, ENOS, CAINAN, MAHALELEEL, AND JARED YOUR FATHER. 
ENOCH’S PITIFUL WARNNG TO HIS SONS
1 OH MY CHILDREN, MY BELOVED ONES, HEAR THE ADMONITION OF YOUR FATHER, AS MUCH AS IS ACCORDING TO THE LORD’S [SEXLESS] WILL. 2 I HAVE BEEN LET COME TO YOU TODAY, AND ANNOUNCE TO YOU, NOT FROM MY LIPS, BUT FROM THE LORD’S [SEXLESS] LIPS [ACTS 7:1-56, 59-60], ALL THAT IS AND WAS AND ALL THAT IS NOW, AND ALL THAT WILL BE TILL JUDGMENT-DAY. 3 FOR THE LORD HAS LET ME COME TO YOU, YOU, HEAR THEREFORE THE WORDS OF MY LIPS, OF A MAN MADE BIG FOR YOU, BUT I AM ONE WHO HAS SEEN THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE, LIKE IRON MADE TO GLOW FROM FIRE IT SENDS FORTH SPARKS AND BURNS. 4 YOU LOOK NOW UPON MY EYES, (THE EYES) OF A MAN BIG WITH MEANING FOR YOU, BUT I HAVE SEEN THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] EYES [SIRACH 23:19], SHINING LIKE THE SUN’S RAYS AND FILLING THE EYES OF MAN WITH AWE. 5 YOU SEE NOW, MY CHILDREN, THE RIGHT HAND OF A MAN THAT HELPS YOU, BUT I HAVE SEEN THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] RIGHT HAND [ACTS 7:49-50] FILLING HEAVEN AS HE HELPED ME. 6 YOU SEE THE COMPASS OF MY WORK LIKE YOUR OWN, BUT I HAVE SEEN THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] LIMITLESS AND PERFECT COMPASS [ACTS 15:18], WHICH HAS NO END. 7 YOU HEAR THE WORDS OF MY LIPS, AS I HEARD THE [TRUE] WORDS OF THE LORD, LIKE GREAT THUNDER INCESSANTLY WITH HURLING OF CLOUDS. 8 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, HEAR THE DISCOURSES OF THE FATHER OF THE EARTH, HOW FEARFUL AND AWFUL IT IS TO COME BEFORE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF THE RULER OF THE EARTH, HOW MUCH MORE TERRIBLE AND AWFUL IT IS TO COME BEFORE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF THE RULER OF HEAVEN, THE CONTROLLER (JUDGE) OF QUICK AND DEAD [ACTS 10:42], AND OF THE HEAVENLY TROOPS. WHO CAN ENDURE THAT ENDLESS PAIN? 1 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, I KNOW ALL THINGS, FOR THIS (IS) FROM THE LORD’S [SEXLESS] LIPS, AND THIS MY EYES HAVE SEEN, FROM BEGINNING TO END. 2 I KNOW ALL THINGS, AND HAVE WRITTEN ALL THINGS INTO BOOKS, THE HEAVENS AND THEIR END, AND THEIR PLENITUDE, AND ALL THE ARMIES AND THEIR MARCHING’S. 3 I HAVE MEASURED AND DESCRIBED THE STARS, THE GREAT COUNTLESS MULTITUDE (OF THEM). 4 WHAT MAN HAS SEEN THEIR REVOLUTIONS, AND THEIR ENTRANCES? FOR NOT EVEN THE ANGELS SEE THEIR NUMBER, WHILE I HAVE WRITTEN ALL THEIR NAMES. 5 AND I MEASURED THE SUN’S CIRCLE, AND MEASURED ITS RAYS, COUNTED THE HOURS, I WROTE DOWN TOO ALL THINGS THAT GO OVER THE EARTH, I HAVE WRITTEN THE THINGS THAT ARE NOURISHED, AND ALL SEED SOWN AND UNSOWN, WHICH THE EARTH PRODUCES AND ALL PLANTS, AND EVERY GRASS AND EVERY FLOWER, AND THEIR SWEET SMELLS, AND THEIR NAMES, AND THE DWELLING-PLACES OF THE CLOUDS, AND THEIR COMPOSITION, AND THEIR WINGS, AND HOW THEY BEAR RAIN AND RAINDROPS. 6 AND I INVESTIGATED ALL THINGS, AND WROTE THE ROAD OF THE THUNDER AND OF THE LIGHTNING, AND THEY SHOWED ME THE KEYS AND THEIR GUARDIANS, THEIR RISE, THE WAY THEY GO, IT IS LET OUT (GENTLY) IN MEASURE BY A CHAIN, LEST BY A HEAVY CHAIN AND VIOLENCE IT HURLS DOWN THE ANGRY CLOUDS AND DESTROY ALL THINGS ON EARTH. 7 I WROTE THE TREASURE-HOUSES OF THE SNOW, AND THE STORE-HOUSES OF THE COLD AND THE FROSTY AIRS, AND I OBSERVED THEIR SEASON’S KEY-HOLDER, HE FILLS THE CLOUDS WITH THEM, AND DOES NOT EXHAUST THE TREASURE-HOUSES. 8 AND I WROTE THE RESTING-PLACES OF THE WINDS AND OBSERVED AND SAW HOW THEIR KEY-HOLDERS BEAR WEIGHING-SCALES AND MEASURES, FIRST, THEY PUT THEM IN (ONE) WEIGHING-SCALE, THEN IN THE OTHER THE WEIGHTS AND LET THEM OUT ACCORDING TO MEASURE CUNNINGLY OVER THE WHOLE EARTH, LEST BY HEAVY BREATHING THEY MAKE THE EARTH TO ROCK. 9 AND I MEASURED OUT THE WHOLE EARTH, ITS MOUNTAINS, AND ALL HILLS, FIELDS, TREES, STONES, RIVERS, ALL EXISTING THINGS I WROTE DOWN, THE HEIGHT FROM EARTH TO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, AND DOWNWARDS TO THE VERY LOWEST HELL, AND THE JUDGMENT-PLACE, AND THE VERY GREAT, OPEN AND WEEPING HELL. 10 AND I SAW HOW THE PRISONERS ARE IN [ETERNAL] PAIN, EXPECTING THE LIMITLESS JUDGMENT. 11 AND I WROTE DOWN ALL THOSE BEING JUDGED BY THE JUDGE [JAMES 4:12], AND ALL THEIR JUDGMENT (AND SENTENCES) AND ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] WORKS. 
ENOCH INSTRUCTS HIS SONS FROM GOD’S LIPS
1 AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, LAY THOUGHT ON YOUR HEARTS, MARK WELL THE WORDS OF YOUR FATHER, WHICH ARE ALL (COME) TO YOU FROM THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] LIPS. 2 TAKE THESE BOOKS OF YOUR FATHER’S HANDWRITING AND READ THEM. 3 FOR THE BOOKS ARE MANY, AND IN THEM YOU WILL LEARN ALL THE LORD’S [SEXLESS] WORKS, ALL THAT HAS BEEN FROM THE BEGINNING OF CREATION, AND WILL BE TILL THE END OF TIME. 4 AND IF YOU WILL OBSERVE MY HANDWRITING, YOU, WILL NOT SIN [1ST JOHN 3:9] AGAINST THE LORD, BECAUSE THERE IS NO OTHER EXCEPT THE LORD, NEITHER IN HEAVEN, NOR IN EARTH, NOR IN THE VERY LOWEST (PLACES), NOR IN THE (ONE) FOUNDATION. 5 THE LORD HAS PLACED THE FOUNDATIONS IN THE UNKNOWN, AND HAS SPREAD FORTH HEAVENS VISIBLE (PHYSICAL) AND INVISIBLE (SPIRITUAL) [ROMANS 1:20], HE FIXED THE EARTH ON THE WATERS, AND CREATED COUNTLESS CREATURES, AND WHO HAS COUNTED THE WATER AND THE FOUNDATION OF THE UNFIXED, OR THE DUST OF THE EARTH, OR THE SAND OF THE SEA, OR THE DROPS OF THE RAIN, OR THE MORNING DEW, OR THE WIND’S BREATHINGS? WHO HAS FILLED EARTH AND SEA, AND THE INDISSOLUBLE WINTER? 6 I CUT THE STARS OUT OF FIRE, AND DECORATED HEAVEN, AND PUT IT IN THEIR MIDST. 1 THAT THE SUN GO ALONG THE SEVEN HEAVENLY CIRCLES, WHICH ARE THE APPOINTMENT OF ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO THRONES, THAT IT GO DOWN ON A SHORT DAY, AND AGAIN ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO, THAT IT GO DOWN ON A BIG DAY, AND HE HAS TWO THRONES ON WHICH HE RESTS, REVOLVING HITHER AND THITHER ABOVE THE THRONES OF THE MONTHS, FROM THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH TSIVAN IT GOES DOWN TO THE MONTH THEVAN, FROM THE SEVENTEENTH OF THEVAN IT GOES UP. 2 AND THUS IT GOES CLOSE TO THE EARTH, THEN THE EARTH IS GLAD AND MAKES GROW ITS FRUITS, AND WHEN IT GOES AWAY, THEN THE EARTH IS SAD, AND TREES AND ALL FRUITS HAVE NO FLORESCENCE. 3 ALL THIS HE MEASURED, WITH GOOD MEASUREMENT OF HOURS, AND FIXED A MEASURE BY HIS [SEXLESS] WISDOM, OF THE VISIBLE (PHYSICAL) AND THE INVISIBLE (SPIRITUAL). 4 FROM THE INVISIBLE (SPIRITUAL) HE MADE ALL THINGS VISIBLE (PHYSICAL), HIMSELF BEING INVISIBLE (SPIRITUAL) [ACTS 17:22-30]. 5 THUS I MAKE KNOWN TO YOU, MY CHILDREN, AND DISTRIBUTE THE BOOKS TO YOUR CHILDREN, INTO ALL YOUR GENERATIONS, AND AMONGST THE NATIONS WHO SHALL HAVE THE SENSE TO FEAR GOD, LET THEM RECEIVE THEM, AND MAY THEY COME TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEM MORE THAN ANY FOOD OR EARTHLY SWEETS, AND READ THEM AND APPLY THEMSELVES TO THEM. 6 AND THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND NOT THE LORD, WHO FEAR NOT GOD, WHO ACCEPT NOT, BUT REJECT, WHO DO NOT RECEIVE THE (BOOKS), A TERRIBLE JUDGMENT AWAITS THESE. 7 BLESSED IS THE MAN WHO SHALL BEAR THEIR YOKE AND SHALL DRAG THEM ALONG, FOR HE SHALL BE RELEASED ON THE DAY OF THE GREAT JUDGMENT. 1 I SWEAR TO YOU, MY CHILDREN, BUT I SWEAR NOT BY ANY OATH, NEITHER BY HEAVEN NOR BY EARTH, NOR BY ANY OTHER CREATURE WHICH GOD CREATED. 2 THE LORD SAID: THERE IS NO OATH IN ME, NOR INJUSTICE, BUT TRUTH. 3 IF THERE IS NO TRUTH IN MEN, LET THEM SWEAR BY THE WORDS, YEA, YEA, OR ELSE, NAY, NAY [JAMES 5:11-12]. 4 AND I SWEAR TO YOU, YEA, YEA, THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO MAN IN HIS MOTHER’S WOMB, (BUT THAT) ALREADY BEFORE, EVEN TO EACH ONE THERE IS A PLACE PREPARED FOR THE REPOSE OF THAT SOUL, AND A MEASURE FIXED HOW MUCH IT IS INTENDED THAT A MAN BE TRIED IN THIS WORLD. 5 YEA, CHILDREN, DECEIVE NOT YOURSELVES, FOR THERE HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY PREPARED A PLACE FOR EVERY SOUL OF MAN. 1 I HAVE PUT EVERY MAN’S WORK IN WRITING AND NONE BORN ON EARTH CAN REMAIN HIDDEN NOR HIS WORKS REMAIN CONCEALED. 2 I SEE ALL THINGS [HEBREWS 4:12-13]. 3 NOW THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, IN PATIENCE AND MEEKNESS SPEND THE NUMBER OF YOUR DAYS, THAT YOU INHERIT ENDLESS LIFE [HEBREWS 7:16]. 4 ENDURE FOR THE SAKE OF THE LORD EVERY WOUND, EVERY INJURY, EVERY EVIL WORD AND ATTACK. 5 IF ILL-REQUITALS BEFALL YOU, RETURN (THEM) NOT EITHER TO NEIGHBOR OR ENEMY, BECAUSE THE LORD WILL RETURN (THEM) FOR YOU AND BE YOUR AVENGER [ROMANS 13:1-10] ON THE DAY OF GREAT JUDGMENT, THAT THERE BE NO AVENGING HERE AMONG MEN. 6 WHOEVER OF YOU SPENDS GOLD OR SILVER FOR HIS BROTHER’S SAKE, HE WILL RECEIVE AMPLE TREASURE IN THE WORLD TO COME [2ND CORINTHIANS 4:1-18]. 7 INJURE NOT WIDOWS NOR ORPHANS NOR STRANGERS, LEST GOD’S WRATH COME UPON YOU.
ENOCH INSTRUCTS HIS SONS NOT TO HIDE TREASURE IN THE EARTH, BUT BIDS THEM GIVE ALMS TO THE POOR
1 STRETCH OUT YOUR HANDS TO THE POOR ACCORDING TO YOUR STRENGTH. 2 HIDE NOT YOUR SILVER IN THE EARTH. 3 HELP THE FAITHFUL MAN IN AFFLICTION, AND AFFLICTION WILL NOT FIND YOU IN THE TIME OF YOUR TROUBLE. 4 AND EVERY GRIEVOUS AND CRUEL YOKE THAT COME UPON YOU BEAR ALL FOR THE SAKE OF THE LORD, AND THUS YOU WILL FIND YOUR REWARD IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 5 IT IS GOOD TO GO MORNING, MIDDAY, AND EVENING INTO THE LORD’S [SEXLESS] DWELLING [ACTS 7:46-50], FOR THE [INVINCIBLE] GLORY OF YOUR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 6 BECAUSE EVERY BREATHING (THING) GLORIFIES HIM, AND EVERY CREATURE VISIBLE (PHYSICAL) AND INVISIBLE (SPIRITUAL) RETURNS HIM PRAISE [ROMANS 1:20].
ENOCH TAKEN UP ON HIGH
1 WHEN ENOCH HAD TALKED TO THE PEOPLE, THE LORD SENT OUT DARKNESS ON TO THE EARTH, AND THERE WAS DARKNESS, AND IT COVERED THOSE MEN STANDING WITH ENOCH, AND THEY TOOK ENOCH UP ON TO THE [MOST] HIGHEST HEAVEN, WHERE THE LORD (IS), AND HE RECEIVED HIM AND PLACED HIM BEFORE HIS TERRIBLE] FACE, AND THE DARKNESS WENT OFF FROM THE EARTH, AND LIGHT CAME AGAIN. 2 AND THE PEOPLE SAW AND UNDERSTOOD NOT HOW ENOCH HAD BEEN TAKEN, AND GLORIFIED GOD, AND FOUND A [FLYING] ROLL [ZECHARIAH 5:1-4] IN WHICH WAS TRACED THE INVISIBLE (SPIRITUAL) GOD, AND ALL WENT TO THEIR [HOUSE] DWELLING PLACES. 1 ENOCH WAS BORN ON THE SIXTH DAY OF THE MONTH TSIVAN, AND LIVED THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE YEARS. 2 HE WAS TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH TSIVAN AND REMAINED IN HEAVEN SIXTY DAYS [120 DAYS, DAYS & NIGHTS]. 3 HE WROTE ALL THESE SIGNS OF ALL CREATION, WHICH THE LORD CREATED, AND WROTE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SIX BOOKS, AND HANDED THEM OVER TO HIS SONS AND REMAINED ON EARTH THIRTY DAYS, AND WAS AGAIN TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN ON THE SIXTH DAY OF THE MONTH TSIVAN, ON THE VERY DAY AND HOUR WHEN HE WAS BORN. 4 AS EVERY MAN’S [SEXUAL] NATURE IN THIS LIFE IS DARK, SO ARE ALSO HIS CONCEPTION, BIRTH, AND DEPARTURE FROM THIS LIFE. 5 AT WHAT HOUR HE WAS CONCEIVED, AT THAT HOUR HE WAS BORN, AND AT THAT HOUR TOO HE DIED. 6 METHOSALAM AND HIS BRETHREN, ALL THE SONS OF ENOCH, MADE HASTE, AND ERECTED AN ALTAR AT THAT PLACE CALLED ACHUZAN, WHENCE AND WHERE ENOCH HAD BEEN TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN. 7 AND THEY TOOK SACRIFICIAL OXEN AND SUMMONED ALL PEOPLE AND SACRIFICED THE SACRIFICE BEFORE THE LORD’S [TERRIBLE] FACE. 8 ALL PEOPLE, THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE WHOLE ASSEMBLY CAME TO THE FEAST AND BROUGHT GIFTS TO THE SONS OF ENOCH. 9 AND THEY MADE A GREAT FEAST, REJOICING AND MAKING MERRY THREE DAYS, PRAISING GOD, WHO HAD GIVEN THEM SUCH A SIGN THROUGH ENOCH, WHO HAD FOUND FAVOR WITH HIM, AND THAT THEY SHOULD HAND IT ON TO THEIR SONS FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION, FROM AGE TO AGE. 10 AMEN.
THE BOOK OF JUBILEES ALSO KNOWN AS THE LESSER GENESIS FROM THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD’S INFALLIBLE INERRANT SPEECH FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT IN ACTS 6:1-7:53 TO THE MIDDLE TESTAMENT IN ACTS 7:54 TO THE NEW TESTAMENT IN ACTS 7:55 TO THE HIGHER TESTAMENT IN LUKE IN ACTS 7:56, WHICH IS THE DIVINE COMING OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST’S SEXLESS CREATION TO HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD IN THE HIGHEST TESTAMENT IN ACTS OF THE APOSTLES TO HIS RESURRECTION TO HIS TOP CREATOR AGENT LORDSHIP IN ACTS 7:57-59 TO THE MOST-HIGHEST TESTAMENT IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN THE LORD ENOCH CHRIST’S TIME PORTAL IN ACTS 7:60 TO THE HIGHER THAN MOST-HIGHEST TESTAMENT IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN THE DIVINE COMING OF THE LORD ENOCH CHRIST AS TOP CREATOR AGENT LORD IN ASLEEP IN ACTS 7:60
THE BOOK OF GENESIS IS THE CREATION OF THE WORLD IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE & THE BOOK OF JUBILEES KNOWN AS THE THE LESSER GENESIS IS THE CREATION OF THE WORLD IN THE NEW UNIVERSE
FOR ON THE FIRST DAY HE CREATED THE HEAVENS WHICH ARE ABOVE AND THE EARTH AND THE WATERS AND ALL THE SPIRITS WHICH SERVE BEFORE HIM, THE ANGELS OF THE PRESENCE, AND THE ANGELS OF SANCTIFICATION, AND THE ANGELS [OF THE SPIRIT OF FIRE AND THE ANGELS] OF THE SPIRIT OF THE WINDS, AND THE ANGELS OF THE SPIRIT OF THE CLOUDS, AND OF DARKNESS, AND OF SNOW AND OF HAIL AND OF HOAR FROST, AND THE ANGELS OF THE VOICES AND OF THE THUNDER AND OF THE LIGHTNING, AND THE ANGELS OF THE SPIRITS OF COLD AND OF HEAT, AND OF WINTER AND OF SPRING AND OF AUTUMN AND OF SUMMER AND OF ALL THE SPIRITS OF HIS CREATURES WHICH ARE IN THE HEAVENS AND ON THE EARTH, (HE CREATED) THE ABYSSES AND THE DARKNESS, EVENTIDE <AND NIGHT>, AND THE LIGHT, DAWN AND DAY, WHICH HE HATH PREPARED IN THE [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE OF HIS HEART. AND THEREUPON WE SAW HIS WORKS, AND PRAISED HIM, AND LAUDED BEFORE HIM ON ACCOUNT OF ALL HIS WORKS, FOR SEVEN GREAT WORKS DID HE CREATE ON THE FIRST DAY. AND ON THE SECOND DAY HE CREATED THE FIRMAMENT IN THE MIDST OF THE WATERS, AND THE WATERS WERE DIVIDED ON THAT DAY, HALF OF THEM WENT UP ABOVE AND HALF OF THEM WENT DOWN BELOW THE FIRMAMENT (THAT WAS) IN THE MIDST OVER THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH. AND THIS WAS THE ONLY WORK (GOD) CREATED ON THE SECOND DAY. AND ON THE THIRD DAY HE COMMANDED THE WATERS TO PASS FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH INTO ONE PLACE, AND THE DRY LAND TO APPEAR. AND THE WATERS DID SO AS HE COMMANDED THEM, AND THEY RETIRED FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH INTO ONE PLACE OUTSIDE OF THIS FIRMAMENT, AND THE DRY LAND APPEARED. AND ON THAT DAY HE CREATED FOR THEM ALL THE SEAS ACCORDING TO THEIR SEPARATE GATHERING-PLACES, AND ALL THE RIVERS, AND THE GATHERINGS OF THE WATERS IN THE MOUNTAINS AND ON ALL THE EARTH, AND ALL THE LAKES, AND ALL THE DEW OF THE EARTH, AND THE SEED WHICH IS SOWN, AND ALL SPROUTING THINGS, AND FRUIT-BEARING TREES, AND TREES OF THE WOOD, AND THE GARDEN OF EDEN, IN EDEN AND ALL PLANTS AFTER THEIR KIND. THESE FOUR GREAT WORKS GOD CREATED ON THE THIRD DAY. AND ON THE FOURTH DAY HE CREATED THE SUN AND THE MOON AND THE STARS, AND SET THEM IN THE FIRMAMENT OF THE HEAVEN, TO GIVE LIGHT UPON ALL THE EARTH, AND TO RULE OVER THE DAY AND THE NIGHT, AND DIVIDE THE LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS. AND GOD APPOINTED THE SUN TO BE A GREAT SIGN ON THE EARTH FOR DAYS AND FOR SABBATHS AND FOR MONTHS AND FOR FEASTS AND FOR YEARS AND FOR SABBATHS OF YEARS AND FOR JUBILEES AND FOR ALL SEASONS OF THE YEARS. AND IT DIVIDED THE LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS [AND] FOR PROSPERITY, THAT ALL THINGS MAY PROSPER WHICH SHOOT AND GROW ON THE EARTH. THESE THREE KINDS HE MADE ON THE FOURTH DAY. AND ON THE FIFTH DAY HE CREATED GREAT SEA MONSTERS IN THE DEPTHS OF THE WATERS, FOR THESE WERE THE FIRST THINGS OF FLESH THAT WERE CREATED BY HIS HANDS, THE FISH AND EVERYTHING THAT MOVES IN THE WATERS, AND EVERYTHING THAT FLIES, THE BIRDS AND ALL THEIR KIND. AND THE SUN ROSE ABOVE THEM TO PROSPER (THEM), AND ABOVE EVERYTHING THAT WAS ON THE EARTH, EVERYTHING THAT SHOOTS OUT OF THE EARTH, AND ALL FRUIT-BEARING TREES, AND ALL FLESH. THESE THREE KINDS HE CREATED ON THE FIFTH DAY. AND ON THE SIXTH DAY HE CREATED ALL THE ANIMALS OF THE EARTH, AND ALL CATTLE, AND EVERYTHING THAT MOVES ON THE EARTH. AND AFTER ALL THIS HE CREATED MAN, A MAN AND A WOMAN CREATED HE THEM, AND GAVE HIM DOMINION OVER ALL THAT IS UPON THE EARTH, AND IN THE SEAS, AND OVER EVERYTHING THAT FLIES, AND OVER BEASTS AND OVER CATTLE, AND OVER EVERYTHING THAT MOVES ON THE EARTH, AND OVER THE WHOLE EARTH, AND OVER ALL THIS HE GAVE HIM DOMINION. AND THESE FOUR KINDS HE CREATED ON THE SIXTH DAY. AND THERE WERE ALTOGETHER TWO AND TWENTY KINDS. AND HE FINISHED ALL HIS WORK ON THE SIXTH DAY, ALL THAT IS IN THE HEAVENS AND ON THE EARTH, AND IN THE SEAS AND IN THE ABYSSES, AND IN THE LIGHT AND IN THE DARKNESS, AND IN EVERYTHING. AND HE GAVE US A GREAT SIGN, THE SABBATH DAY, THAT WE SHOULD WORK SIX DAYS, BUT KEEP SABBATH ON THE SEVENTH DAY FROM ALL WORK. AND ALL THE ANGELS OF THE PRESENCE, AND ALL THE ANGELS OF SANCTIFICATION, THESE TWO GREAT CLASSES, HE HATH BIDDEN US TO KEEP THE SABBATH WITH HIM IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH. AND HE SAID UNTO US: 'BEHOLD, I WILL SEPARATE UNTO MYSELF A PEOPLE FROM AMONG ALL THE PEOPLES, AND THESE SHALL KEEP THE SABBATH DAY, AND I WILL SANCTIFY THEM UNTO MYSELF AS MY PEOPLE, AND WILL BLESS THEM; AS I HAVE SANCTIFIED THE SABBATH DAY AND DO SANCTIFY (IT) UNTO MYSELF, EVEN SO WILL I BLESS THEM, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD. AND I HAVE CHOSEN THE SEED OF JACOB FROM AMONGST ALL THAT I HAVE SEEN, AND HAVE WRITTEN HIM DOWN AS MY FIRST-BORN SON, AND HAVE SANCTIFIED HIM UNTO MYSELF FOR EVER AND EVER; AND I WILL TEACH THEM THE SABBATH DAY, THAT THEY MAY KEEP SABBATH THEREON FROM ALL WORK.' AND THUS, HE CREATED THEREIN A SIGN IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHICH THEY SHOULD KEEP SABBATH WITH US ON THE SEVENTH DAY, TO EAT AND TO DRINK, AND TO BLESS HIM WHO HAS CREATED ALL THINGS AS HE HAS BLESSED AND SANCTIFIED UNTO HIMSELF A PECULIAR PEOPLE ABOVE ALL PEOPLES, AND THAT THEY SHOULD KEEP SABBATH TOGETHER WITH US. AND HE CAUSED HIS COMMANDS TO ASCEND AS A SWEET SAVOR ACCEPTABLE BEFORE HIM ALL THE DAYS…THERE (WERE) TWO AND TWENTY HEADS OF MANKIND FROM ADAM TO JACOB, AND TWO AND TWENTY KINDS OF WORK WERE MADE UNTIL THE SEVENTH DAY; THIS IS BLESSED AND HOLY, AND THE FORMER ALSO IS BLESSED AND HOLY, AND THIS ONE SERVES WITH THAT ONE FOR SANCTIFICATION AND BLESSING. AND TO THIS (JACOB AND HIS SEED) IT WAS GRANTED THAT THEY SHOULD ALWAYS BE THE BLESSED AND HOLY ONES OF THE 1ST [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY AND [SEXLESS] LAW, EVEN AS HE HAD SANCTIFIED AND BLESSED THE SABBATH DAY ON THE SEVENTH DAY. HE CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH AND EVERYTHING THAT HE CREATED IN SIX DAYS, AND GOD MADE THE SEVENTH DAY HOLY, FOR ALL HIS WORKS, THEREFORE, HE COMMANDED ON ITS BEHALF THAT, WHOEVER DOES ANY WORK THEREON SHALL DIE, AND THAT HE WHO DEFILES IT SHALL SURELY DIE. WHEREFORE DO THOU COMMAND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL TO OBSERVE THIS DAY THAT THEY MAY KEEP IT HOLY AND NOT DO THEREON ANY WORK, AND NOT TO DEFILE IT, AS IT IS HOLIER THAN ALL OTHER DAYS. AND WHOEVER PROFANES IT SHALL SURELY DIE, AND WHOEVER DOES THEREON ANY WORK SHALL SURELY DIE ETERNALLY, THAT THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL MAY OBSERVE THIS DAY THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS, AND NOT BE ROOTED OUT OF THE LAND; FOR IT IS A HOLY DAY AND A BLESSED DAY. AND EVERY ONE WHO OBSERVES IT AND KEEPS SABBATH THEREON FROM ALL HIS WORK, WILL BE HOLY AND BLESSED THROUGHOUT ALL DAYS LIKE UNTO US. DECLARE AND SAY TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THIS DAY BOTH THAT THEY SHOULD KEEP SABBATH THEREON, AND THAT THEY SHOULD NOT FORSAKE IT IN THE [SEXUAL] ERROR OF THEIR HEARTS, (AND) THAT IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL TO DO ANY WORK THEREON WHICH IS UNSEEMLY, TO DO THEREON THEIR OWN PLEASURE, AND THAT THEY SHOULD NOT PREPARE THEREON ANYTHING TO BE EATEN OR DRUNK, AND (THAT IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL) TO DRAW WATER, OR BRING IN OR TAKE OUT THEREON THROUGH THEIR GATES ANY BURDEN, WHICH THEY HAD NOT PREPARED FOR THEMSELVES ON THE SIXTH DAY IN THEIR DWELLINGS. AND THEY SHALL NOT BRING IN NOR TAKE OUT FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE ON THAT DAY, FOR THAT DAY IS MORE HOLY AND BLESSED THAN ANY JUBILEE DAY OF THE JUBILEES, ON THIS WE KEPT SABBATH IN THE HEAVENS BEFORE IT WAS MADE KNOWN TO ANY FLESH TO KEEP SABBATH THEREON ON THE EARTH. AND THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL THINGS BLESSED IT, BUT HE DID NOT SANCTIFY ALL PEOPLES AND NATIONS TO KEEP SABBATH THEREON, BUT ISRAEL ALONE: THEM ALONE HE PERMITTED TO EAT AND DRINK AND TO KEEP SABBATH THEREON ON THE EARTH. AND THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL THINGS BLESSED THIS DAY WHICH HE HAD CREATED FOR BLESSING AND HOLINESS AND GLORY ABOVE ALL DAYS. THIS [SEXLESS] LAW AND [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY WAS GIVEN TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AS A LAW FOR EVER UNTO THEIR GENERATIONS. 
ADAM & EVE IN PARADISE
AND ON THE SIX DAYS OF THE SECOND WEEK WE BROUGHT, ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD, UNTO ADAM ALL THE BEASTS, AND ALL THE CATTLE, AND ALL THE BIRDS, AND EVERYTHING THAT MOVES ON THE EARTH, AND EVERYTHING THAT MOVES IN THE WATER, ACCORDING TO THEIR KINDS, AND ACCORDING TO THEIR TYPES: THE BEASTS ON THE FIRST DAY; THE CATTLE ON THE SECOND DAY; THE BIRDS ON THE THIRD DAY; AND ALL THAT WHICH MOVES ON THE EARTH ON THE FOURTH DAY; AND THAT WHICH MOVES IN THE WATER ON THE FIFTH DAY. AND ADAM NAMED THEM ALL BY THEIR RESPECTIVE NAMES, AND AS HE CALLED THEM, SO WAS THEIR NAME [THE LORD ACTUALLY GAVE THE ABILITY OF ADAM TO NAME ALL THE ANIMALS & NOT ADAM ALONE]. AND ON THESE FIVE DAYS ADAM SAW ALL THESE, MALE AND FEMALE, ACCORDING TO EVERY KIND THAT WAS ON THE EARTH, BUT HE WAS ALONE AND FOUND NO HELPMEET FOR HIM. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO US: 'IT IS NOT GOOD THAT THE MAN SHOULD BE ALONE: LET US MAKE A HELPMEET FOR HIM.' AND THE LORD OUR GOD CAUSED A DEEP SLEEP TO FALL UPON HIM, AND HE SLEPT, AND HE TOOK FOR THE WOMAN ONE RIB FROM AMONGST HIS RIBS, AND THIS RIB WAS THE ORIGIN OF THE WOMAN FROM AMONGST HIS RIBS, AND HE BUILT UP THE FLESH IN ITS STEAD, AND BUILT THE WOMAN. AND HE AWAKED ADAM OUT OF HIS SLEEP AND ON AWAKING HE ROSE ON THE SIXTH DAY, AND HE BROUGHT HER TO HIM, AND HE KNEW HER, AND SAID UNTO HER: 'THIS IS NOW BONE OF MY BONES AND FLESH OF MY FLESH; SHE SHALL BE CALLED [MY] WIFE; BECAUSE SHE WAS TAKEN FROM HER HUSBAND.' THEREFORE, SHALL MAN AND WIFE BE ONE AND THEREFORE SHALL A MAN LEAVE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER, AND CLEAVE UNTO HIS WIFE, AND THEY SHALL BE ONE FLESH. IN THE FIRST WEEK WAS ADAM CREATED, AND THE RIB, HIS WIFE: IN THE SECOND WEEK HE SHOWED HER UNTO HIM: AND FOR THIS REASON, THE COMMANDMENT WAS GIVEN TO KEEP IN THEIR [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENT, FOR A MALE SEVEN DAYS, AND FOR A FEMALE TWICE SEVEN DAYS. AND AFTER ADAM HAD COMPLETED FORTY DAYS IN THE LAND WHERE HE HAD BEEN CREATED, WE BROUGHT HIM INTO THE GARDEN OF EDEN TO TILL AND KEEP IT, BUT HIS WIFE THEY BROUGHT IN ON THE EIGHTIETH DAY, AND AFTER THIS SHE ENTERED INTO THE GARDEN OF EDEN. AND FOR THIS REASON, THE COMMANDMENT IS WRITTEN ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS IN REGARD TO HER THAT GIVES BIRTH: 'IF SHE BEARS A MALE, SHE SHALL REMAIN IN HER UNCLEANNESS SEVEN DAYS ACCORDING TO THE FIRST WEEK OF DAYS, AND THIRTY AND THREE DAYS SHALL SHE REMAIN IN THE BLOOD OF HER PURIFYING, AND SHE SHALL NOT TOUCH ANY HALLOWED THING, NOR ENTER INTO THE SANCTUARY, UNTIL SHE ACCOMPLISHES THESE DAYS WHICH (ARE ENJOINED) IN THE CASE OF A MALE CHILD. BUT IN THE CASE OF A FEMALE CHILD SHE SHALL REMAIN IN HER UNCLEANNESS TWO WEEKS OF DAYS, ACCORDING TO THE FIRST TWO WEEKS, AND SIXTY-SIX DAYS IN THE BLOOD OF HER PURIFICATION, AND THEY WILL BE IN ALL EIGHTY DAYS.' AND WHEN SHE HAD COMPLETED THESE EIGHTY DAYS, WE BROUGHT HER INTO THE GARDEN OF EDEN, FOR IT IS HOLIER THAN ALL THE EARTH BESIDES AND EVERY TREE THAT IS PLANTED IN IT IS HOLY. THEREFORE, THERE WAS ORDAINED REGARDING HER WHO BEARS A MALE [CHILD] OR A FEMALE CHILD THE STATUTE OF THOSE DAYS THAT SHE SHOULD TOUCH NO HALLOWED THING, NOR ENTER INTO THE SANCTUARY UNTIL THESE DAYS FOR THE MALE [CHILD] OR FEMALE CHILD ARE ACCOMPLISHED. THIS IS THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY WHICH WAS WRITTEN DOWN FOR ISRAEL, IN ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD OBSERVE (IT) ALL THE DAYS. AND IN THE FIRST WEEK OF THE FIRST JUBILEE, ADAM AND HIS WIFE WERE IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN FOR SEVEN YEARS TILLING AND KEEPING IT, AND WE GAVE HIM WORK AND WE INSTRUCTED HIM TO DO EVERYTHING THAT IS SUITABLE FOR TILLAGE. AND HE TILLED (THE GARDEN), AND WAS NAKED AND KNEW IT NOT, AND WAS NOT ASHAMED, AND HE PROTECTED THE GARDEN FROM THE BIRDS AND BEASTS AND CATTLE, AND GATHERED ITS FRUIT, AND EAT, AND PUT ASIDE THE RESIDUE FOR HIMSELF AND FOR HIS WIFE [AND PUT ASIDE THAT WHICH WAS BEING KEPT]. AND AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THE SEVEN YEARS, WHICH HE HAD COMPLETED THERE, SEVEN YEARS EXACTLY, AND IN THE SECOND MONTH, ON THE SEVENTEENTH DAY (OF THE MONTH), THE SERPENT CAME AND APPROACHED THE WOMAN, AND THE SERPENT SAID TO THE WOMAN, 'HATH GOD COMMANDED YOU, SAYING, YE SHALL NOT EAT OF EVERY TREE OF THE GARDEN?' AND SHE SAID TO IT, 'OF ALL THE FRUIT OF THE TREES OF THE GARDEN GOD HATH SAID UNTO US, EAT, BUT OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE WHICH IS IN THE MIDST OF THE GARDEN GOD HATH SAID UNTO US, YE SHALL NOT EAT THEREOF, NEITHER SHALL YE TOUCH IT, LEST YE DIE.' AND THE SERPENT SAID UNTO THE WOMAN, 'YE SHALL NOT SURELY DIE: FOR GOD DOTH KNOW THAT ON THE DAY YE SHALL EAT THEREOF, YOUR EYES WILL BE OPENED, AND YE WILL BE AS GODS, AND YE WILL KNOW GOOD AND EVIL. AND THE WOMAN SAW THE TREE THAT IT WAS AGREEABLE AND PLEASANT TO THE EYE, AND THAT ITS FRUIT WAS GOOD FOR FOOD, AND SHE TOOK THEREOF AND EAT. AND WHEN SHE HAD FIRST COVERED HER SHAME WITH FIG-LEAVES, SHE GAVE THEREOF TO ADAM AND HE EAT, AND HIS EYES WERE OPENED, AND HE SAW THAT HE WAS NAKED. AND HE TOOK FIG-LEAVES AND SEWED (THEM) TOGETHER, AND MADE AN APRON FOR HIMSELF, AND, COVERED HIS SHAME. AND GOD CURSED THE SERPENT, AND WAS WROTH WITH IT FOR EVER…AND HE WAS WROTH WITH THE WOMAN, BECAUSE SHE HARKENED TO THE [SEXUAL] VOICE OF THE SERPENT, AND DID EAT, AND HE SAID UNTO HER: 'I WILL GREATLY MULTIPLY THY SORROW AND THY PAINS: IN SORROW THOU SHALT BRING FORTH CHILDREN, AND THY RETURN SHALL BE UNTO THY HUSBAND, AND HE WILL RULE OVER THEE.' AND TO ADAM ALSO HE SAID, ' BECAUSE THOU HAST HARKENED UNTO THE [SEXUAL] VOICE OF THY WIFE, AND HAST EATEN OF THE TREE OF WHICH I COMMANDED THEE THAT THOU SHOULD NOT EAT THEREOF, CURSED BE THE GROUND FOR THY SAKE: THORNS AND THISTLES SHALL IT BRING FORTH TO THEE, AND THOU SHALT EAT THY BREAD IN THE SWEAT OF THY FACE, TILL THOU RETURN TO THE EARTH FROM WHENCE THOU WAS TAKEN, FOR EARTH THOU ART, AND UNTO EARTH SHALT THOU RETURN.' AND HE MADE FOR THEM COATS OF SKIN, AND CLOTHED THEM, AND SENT THEM FORTH FROM THE GARDEN OF EDEN. AND ON THAT DAY ON WHICH ADAM WENT FORTH FROM THE GARDEN, HE OFFERED AS A SWEET SAVOR AN OFFERING, FRANKINCENSE, GALBANUM, AND STACTE, AND SPICES IN THE MORNING WITH THE RISING OF THE SUN FROM THE DAY WHEN HE COVERED HIS SHAME. AND ON THAT DAY WAS CLOSED THE MOUTH OF ALL BEASTS, AND OF CATTLE, AND OF BIRDS, AND OF WHATEVER WALKS, AND OF WHATEVER MOVES, SO THAT THEY COULD NO LONGER SPEAK: FOR THEY HAD ALL SPOKEN ONE WITH ANOTHER WITH ONE LIP AND WITH ONE TONGUE. AND HE SENT OUT OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN ALL FLESH THAT WAS IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN, AND ALL FLESH WAS SCATTERED ACCORDING TO ITS KINDS, AND ACCORDING TO ITS TYPES UNTO THE PLACES WHICH HAD BEEN CREATED FOR THEM. AND TO ADAM ALONE DID HE GIVE (THE WHEREWITHAL) TO COVER HIS SHAME, OF ALL THE BEASTS AND CATTLE. ON THIS ACCOUNT, IT IS PRESCRIBED ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS AS TOUCHING ALL THOSE WHO KNOW THE [SEXLESS] JUDGMENT OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, THAT THEY SHOULD COVER THEIR SHAME, AND SHOULD NOT UNCOVER THEMSELVES AS THE GENTILES UNCOVER THEMSELVES. AND ON THE NEW MOON OF THE FOURTH MONTH, ADAM AND HIS WIFE WENT FORTH FROM THE GARDEN OF EDEN, AND THEY DWELT IN THE LAND OF ELDA IN THE LAND OF THEIR CREATION. AND ADAM CALLED THE NAME OF HIS WIFE EVE. AND THEY HAD NO SON TILL THE FIRST JUBILEE, AND AFTER THIS HE KNEW HER. NOW HE TILLED THE LAND AS HE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN. 
THE IMMEDIATE FAMILY AT LEAST 4 DAUGHTERS & 9 SONS OF ADAM’S FAMILY & THE SOME OF FAMILY OF CAIN WITH HIS 1ST BORN SON, ENOCH WITH HIS WIFE EDNA
AND IN THE THIRD WEEK IN THE SECOND JUBILEE SHE GAVE BIRTH TO CAIN, AND IN THE FOURTH SHE GAVE BIRTH TO ABEL, AND IN THE FIFTH SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HER DAUGHTER ÂWÂN. AND IN THE FIRST (YEAR) OF THE THIRD JUBILEE, CAIN SLEW ABEL BECAUSE (GOD) ACCEPTED THE SACRIFICE OF ABEL, AND DID NOT ACCEPT THE OFFERING OF CAIN. AND HE SLEW HIM IN THE FIELD: AND HIS BLOOD CRIED FROM THE GROUND TO HEAVEN, COMPLAINING BECAUSE HE HAD SLAIN HIM. AND THE LORD REPROVED CAIN BECAUSE OF ABEL, BECAUSE HE HAD SLAIN HIM, AND HE MADE HIM A FUGITIVE ON THE EARTH BECAUSE OF THE BLOOD OF HIS BROTHER, AND HE CURSED HIM UPON THE EARTH. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, IT IS WRITTEN ON THE HEAVENLY TABLES, 'CURSED IS, HE WHO SMITES HIS NEIGHBOR TREACHEROUSLY, AND LET ALL WHO HAVE SEEN AND HEARD SAY, SO BE IT, AND THE MAN WHO HAS SEEN AND NOT DECLARED (IT), LET HIM BE ACCURSED AS THE OTHER.' AND FOR THIS REASON, WE ANNOUNCE WHEN WE COME BEFORE THE LORD OUR GOD ALL THE SIN WHICH IS COMMITTED IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH, AND IN LIGHT AND IN DARKNESS, AND EVERYWHERE. AND ADAM AND HIS WIFE MOURNED FOR ABEL FOUR WEEKS OF YEARS, AND IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THE FIFTH WEEK THEY BECAME JOYFUL, AND ADAM KNEW HIS WIFE AGAIN, AND SHE BARE HIM A SON, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME SETH, FOR HE SAID 'GOD HAS RAISED UP A SECOND SEED UNTO US ON THE EARTH INSTEAD OF ABEL, FOR CAIN SLEW HIM.' AND IN THE SIXTH WEEK HE BEGAT HIS DAUGHTER AZÛRÂ. AND CAIN TOOK ÂWÂN HIS SISTER TO BE HIS WIFE AND SHE BARE HIM ENOCH AT THE CLOSE OF THE FOURTH JUBILEE. AND IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE FIRST WEEK OF THE FIFTH JUBILEE, HOUSES WERE BUILT ON THE EARTH, AND CAIN BUILT A CITY, AND CALLED ITS NAME AFTER THE NAME OF HIS SON ENOCH. AND ADAM KNEW EVE HIS WIFE AND SHE BARE YET 9 SONS. AND IN THE FIFTH WEEK OF THE FIFTH JUBILEE. SETH TOOK AZÛRÂ HIS SISTER TO BE HIS WIFE, AND IN THE FOURTH (YEAR OF THE SIXTH WEEK) SHE, BARE HIM ENOS. HE BEGAN TO CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD ON THE EARTH. AND IN THE SEVENTH JUBILEE IN THE THIRD WEEK ENOS TOOK NÔÂM HIS SISTER TO BE HIS WIFE, AND SHE BARE HIM A SON IN THE THIRD YEAR OF THE FIFTH WEEK, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME KENAN. AND AT THE CLOSE OF THE EIGHTH JUBILEE KENAN TOOK MÛALÊLÊTH HIS SISTER TO BE HIS WIFE, AND SHE BARE HIM A SON IN THE NINTH JUBILEE, IN THE FIRST WEEK IN THE THIRD YEAR OF THIS WEEK, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME MAHALALEL. AND IN THE SECOND WEEK OF THE TENTH JUBILEE MAHALALEL TOOK UNTO HIM TO WIFE DINAH, THE DAUGHTER OF BARAKIEL THE DAUGHTER OF HIS FATHER'S BROTHER, AND SHE BARE HIM A SON IN THE THIRD WEEK IN THE SIXTH YEAR, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME JARED, FOR IN HIS DAYS THE ANGELS OF THE LORD DESCENDED ON THE EARTH, THOSE WHO ARE NAMED THE WATCHERS, THAT THEY SHOULD INSTRUCT THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND THAT THEY SHOULD DO JUDGMENT AND UPRIGHTNESS ON THE EARTH.  AND IN THE ELEVENTH JUBILEE JARED TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE, AND HER NAME WAS BARAKA, THE DAUGHTER OF RÂSÛJÂL, A DAUGHTER OF HIS FATHER'S BROTHER, IN THE FOURTH WEEK OF THIS JUBILEE, AND SHE BARE HIM A SON IN THE FIFTH WEEK, IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THE JUBILEE, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME ENOCH. AND HE WAS THE FIRST AMONG MEN THAT ARE BORN ON EARTH WHO LEARNT WRITING AND KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM AND WHO WROTE DOWN THE SIGNS OF HEAVEN ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF THEIR MONTHS IN A BOOK, THAT MEN MIGHT KNOW THE SEASONS OF THE YEARS ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF THEIR SEPARATE MONTHS. AND HE WAS THE FIRST TO WRITE A [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY AND HE TESTIFIED TO THE SONS OF MEN AMONG THE GENERATIONS OF THE EARTH, AND RECOUNTED THE WEEKS OF THE JUBILEES, AND MADE KNOWN TO THEM THE DAYS OF THE YEARS, AND SET IN ORDER THE MONTHS AND RECOUNTED THE SABBATHS OF THE YEARS AS WE MADE (THEM), KNOWN TO HIM. AND WHAT WAS AND WHAT WILL BE HE SAW IN A VISION OF HIS SLEEP, AS IT WILL HAPPEN TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS UNTIL THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, HE SAW AND UNDERSTOOD EVERYTHING, AND WROTE HIS [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY, AND PLACED THE [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY ON EARTH FOR ALL THE CHILDREN OF MEN AND FOR THEIR GENERATIONS. AND IN THE TWELFTH JUBILEE, IN THE SEVENTH WEEK THEREOF, HE TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE, AND HER NAME WAS EDNA, THE DAUGHTER OF DANEL, THE DAUGHTER OF HIS FATHER'S BROTHER, AND IN THE SIXTH YEAR IN THIS WEEK SHE, BARE HIM A SON AND HE CALLED HIS NAME METHUSELAH. AND HE WAS MOREOVER WITH THE ANGELS OF GOD THESE SIX JUBILEES OF YEARS, AND THEY SHOWED HIM EVERYTHING WHICH IS ON EARTH AND IN THE HEAVENS, THE RULE OF THE SUN, AND HE WROTE DOWN EVERYTHING. AND HE TESTIFIED TO THE WATCHERS, WHO HAD [SEXUALLY] SINNED WITH THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN, FOR THESE HAD BEGUN TO UNITE THEMSELVES, SO AS TO BE [SEXUALLY] DEFILED, WITH THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN, AND ENOCH TESTIFIED AGAINST (THEM) ALL. AND HE WAS TAKEN FROM AMONGST THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND WE CONDUCTED HIM INTO THE GARDEN OF EDEN IN MAJESTY AND HONOR, AND BEHOLD THERE HE WRITES DOWN THE CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] AND [SEXLESS] JUDGMENT OF THE WORLD [1ST CORINTHIANS 6:1-3], AND ALL THE [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND ON ACCOUNT OF IT (GOD) BROUGHT THE WATERS OF THE FLOOD UPON ALL THE LAND OF EDEN, FOR THERE HE WAS SET AS A SIGN AND THAT HE SHOULD TESTIFY AGAINST ALL THE CHILDREN OF MEN, THAT HE SHOULD RECOUNT ALL THE DEEDS OF THE GENERATIONS UNTIL THE DAY OF CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION]. AND HE BURNT THE INCENSE OF THE SANCTUARY, (EVEN) SWEET SPICES ACCEPTABLE BEFORE THE LORD ON THE MOUNT. FOR THE LORD HAS FOUR PLACES ON THE EARTH, THE GARDEN OF EDEN, AND THE MOUNT OF THE EAST, AND THIS MOUNTAIN ON WHICH THOU ART THIS DAY, MOUNT SINAI, AND MOUNT ZION (WHICH) WILL BE SANCTIFIED IN THE NEW CREATION FOR A SANCTIFICATION OF THE EARTH, THROUGH IT WILL THE EARTH BE SANCTIFIED FROM ALL (ITS) GUILT AND ITS [SEXUAL] UNCLEANNESS THROUGHOUT THE GENERATIONS OF THE WORLD. AND IN THE FOURTEENTH JUBILEE METHUSELAH TOOK UNTO HIMSELF A WIFE, EDNA THE DAUGHTER OF AZRIAL, THE DAUGHTER OF HIS FATHER'S BROTHER, IN THE THIRD WEEK, IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THIS WEEK, AND HE BEGAT A SON AND CALLED HIS NAME LAMECH. AND IN THE FIFTEENTH JUBILEE IN THE THIRD WEEK LAMECH TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE, AND HER NAME WAS BETENOS THE DAUGHTER OF BARAKI'IL, THE DAUGHTER OF HIS FATHER'S BROTHER, AND IN THIS WEEK, SHE, BARE HIM A SON AND HE CALLED HIS NAME NOAH, SAYING, 'THIS ONE WILL COMFORT ME FOR MY TROUBLE AND ALL MY WORK, AND FOR THE GROUND WHICH THE LORD HATH CURSED.' AND AT THE CLOSE OF THE NINETEENTH JUBILEE, IN THE SEVENTH WEEK IN THE SIXTH YEAR THEREOF, ADAM DIED, AND ALL HIS SONS BURIED HIM IN THE LAND OF HIS CREATION, AND HE WAS THE FIRST TO BE BURIED IN THE EARTH. AND HE LACKED SEVENTY YEARS OF ONE THOUSAND YEARS, FOR ONE THOUSAND YEARS ARE AS ONE DAY IN THE [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY OF THE HEAVENS AND THEREFORE WAS IT WRITTEN CONCERNING THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE: 'ON THE DAY THAT YE EAT THEREOF YE SHALL DIE.' FOR THIS REASON, HE DID NOT COMPLETE THE YEARS OF THIS DAY; FOR HE DIED DURING IT. AT THE CLOSE OF THIS JUBILEE CAIN WAS KILLED AFTER HIM IN THE SAME YEAR, FOR HIS HOUSE FELL UPON HIM AND HE DIED IN THE MIDST OF HIS HOUSE, AND HE WAS KILLED BY ITS STONES, FOR WITH A STONE HE HAD KILLED ABEL, AND BY A STONE WAS HE KILLED IN RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT. FOR THIS REASON, IT WAS ORDAINED ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS: WITH THE INSTRUMENT WITH WHICH A MAN KILLS HIS NEIGHBOR WITH THE SAME SHALL HE BE KILLED, AFTER THE MANNER THAT HE WOUNDED HIM, IN LIKE MANNER SHALL THEY DEAL WITH HIM.' AND IN THE TWENTY-FIFTH JUBILEE NOAH TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE, AND HER NAME WAS `EMZÂRÂ, THE DAUGHTER OF RÂKÊ'ÊL, THE DAUGHTER OF HIS FATHER'S BROTHER, IN THE FIRST YEAR IN THE FIFTH WEEK: AND IN THE THIRD YEAR THEREOF SHE, BARE HIM SHEM, IN THE FIFTH YEAR THEREOF SHE, BARE HIM HAM, AND IN THE FIRST YEAR IN THE SIXTH WEEK SHE, BARE HIM JAPHETH. 
THE ANGELS OF GOD [WATCHERS] FUCKED THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN ON SATURDAY
AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THE CHILDREN OF MEN BEGAN TO MULTIPLY ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH AND DAUGHTERS WERE BORN UNTO THEM, THAT THE ANGELS OF GOD SAW THEM ON A CERTAIN YEAR OF THIS JUBILEE, THAT THEY WERE BEAUTIFUL TO LOOK UPON [THE ANGELS BECAME MAN ILLEGALLY & GREW DICKS], AND THEY TOOK THEMSELVES WIVES OF ALL WHOM THEY CHOSE, AND THEY BARE UNTO THEM SONS AND THEY WERE GIANTS. AND [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS INCREASED ON THE EARTH AND ALL FLESH [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED ITS WAY, ALIKE MEN AND CATTLE AND BEASTS AND BIRDS AND EVERYTHING THAT WALKS ON THE EARTH, ALL OF THEM [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED THEIR WAYS AND THEIR ORDERS, AND THEY BEGAN TO DEVOUR EACH OTHER, AND [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS INCREASED ON THE EARTH AND EVERY IMAGINATION OF THE THOUGHTS OF ALL MEN (WAS) THUS [SEXUAL] EVIL CONTINUALLY. AND GOD LOOKED UPON THE EARTH, AND BEHOLD IT WAS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT, AND ALL FLESH HAD [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED ITS ORDERS, AND ALL THAT WERE UPON THE EARTH HAD WROUGHT ALL MANNER OF [SEXUAL] EVIL BEFORE HIS EYES. AND HE SAID THAT HE WOULD DESTROY MAN AND ALL FLESH UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH WHICH HE HAD CREATED. BUT NOAH FOUND GRACE BEFORE THE EYES OF THE LORD. AND AGAINST THE ANGELS WHOM HE HAD SENT UPON THE EARTH, HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY WROTH, AND HE GAVE COMMANDMENT TO ROOT THEM OUT OF ALL THEIR DOMINION, AND HE BADE US TO BIND THEM IN THE DEPTHS OF THE EARTH, AND BEHOLD THEY ARE BOUND IN THE MIDST OF THEM, AND ARE (KEPT) SEPARATE. AND AGAINST THEIR SONS WENT FORTH A COMMAND FROM BEFORE HIS [TERRIBLE] FACE [ACTS 6:15] THAT THEY SHOULD BE SMITTEN WITH THE SWORD, AND BE REMOVED FROM UNDER HEAVEN. AND HE SAID 'MY SPIRIT SHALL NOT ALWAYS ABIDE ON MAN, FOR THEY ALSO ARE FLESH AND THEIR DAYS SHALL BE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS'. AND HE SENT HIS SWORD INTO THEIR MIDST THAT EACH SHOULD SLAY HIS NEIGHBOR, AND THEY BEGAN TO SLAY EACH OTHER TILL THEY ALL FELL BY THE SWORD AND WERE DESTROYED FROM THE EARTH. AND THEIR FATHERS WERE WITNESSES (OF THEIR DESTRUCTION), AND AFTER THIS THEY WERE BOUND IN THE DEPTHS OF THE EARTH FOR EVER, UNTIL THE DAY OF THE GREAT CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION], WHEN [SEXLESS] JUDGMENT IS EXECUTED ON ALL THOSE WHO HAVE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED THEIR WAYS AND THEIR WORKS BEFORE THE LORD. AND HE DESTROYED ALL FROM THEIR PLACES, AND THERE WAS NOT LEFT ONE OF THEM WHOM HE JUDGED NOT ACCORDING TO ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS. AND HE MADE FOR ALL HIS WORKS A NEW AND RIGHTEOUS [SEXLESS] NATURE, SO THAT THEY SHOULD NOT [SEXUALLY] SIN IN THEIR WHOLE NATURE FOR EVER, BUT SHOULD BE ALL RIGHTEOUS EACH IN HIS KIND ALWAYS [1ST JOHN 3:9]. AND THE [SEXLESS] JUDGMENT OF ALL IS ORDAINED AND WRITTEN ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, EVEN (THE [SEXLESS] JUDGMENT OF) ALL WHO DEPART FROM THE PATH WHICH IS ORDAINED FOR THEM TO WALK IN, AND IF THEY WALK NOT THEREIN, [SEXLESS] JUDGMENT IS WRITTEN DOWN FOR EVERY CREATURE AND FOR EVERY KIND. AND THERE IS NOTHING IN HEAVEN OR ON EARTH, OR IN LIGHT OR IN DARKNESS, OR IN SHEOL OR IN THE DEPTH, OR IN THE PLACE OF DARKNESS (WHICH IS NOT JUDGED); AND ALL THEIR [SEXLESS] JUDGMENTS ARE ORDAINED AND WRITTEN AND ENGRAVED. IN REGARD TO ALL HE WILL JUDGE [JAMES 4:12], THE GREAT ACCORDING TO HIS GREATNESS, AND THE SMALL ACCORDING TO HIS SMALLNESS, AND EACH ACCORDING TO HIS WAY. AND HE IS NOT ONE WHO WILL REGARD THE PERSON (OF ANY), NOR IS HE ONE WHO WILL RECEIVE GIFTS, IF HE SAYS THAT HE WILL EXECUTE JUDGMENT ON EACH: IF ONE GAVE EVERYTHING THAT IS ON THE EARTH, HE WILL NOT REGARD THE GIFTS OR THE PERSON (OF ANY), NOR ACCEPT ANYTHING AT HIS HANDS, FOR HE IS A RIGHTEOUS JUDGE [ACTS 17:31]. [AND OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN AND ORDAINED: IF THEY TURN TO HIM IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, HE WILL FORGIVE ALL THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS AND PARDON [RELEASE] ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. IT IS WRITTEN AND ORDAINED THAT HE WILL SHOW MERCY TO ALL WHO TURN FROM ALL THEIR GUILT ONCE EACH YEAR.] AND AS FOR ALL THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED THEIR WAYS AND THEIR THOUGHTS BEFORE THE FLOOD, NO MAN'S PERSON WAS ACCEPTED SAVE THAT OF NOAH ALONE, FOR HIS PERSON WAS ACCEPTED IN BEHALF OF HIS SONS, WHOM (GOD) SAVED FROM THE WATERS OF THE FLOOD ON HIS ACCOUNT; FOR HIS HEART WAS RIGHTEOUS IN ALL HIS WAYS, ACCORDING AS IT WAS COMMANDED REGARDING HIM, AND HE HAD NOT DEPARTED FROM AUGHT THAT WAS ORDAINED FOR HIM. AND THE LORD SAID THAT HE WOULD DESTROY EVERYTHING WHICH WAS UPON THE EARTH, BOTH MEN AND CATTLE, AND BEASTS, AND FOWLS OF THE AIR, AND THAT WHICH MOVES ON THE EARTH. 
NOAH MAKES AN ARK OF GOFERWOOD BY THE COMMAND OF THE LORD IN 120 YEARS
AND HE COMMANDED NOAH TO MAKE HIM AN ARK, THAT HE MIGHT SAVE HIMSELF FROM THE WATERS OF THE FLOOD. AND NOAH MADE THE ARK IN ALL RESPECTS AS HE COMMANDED HIM, IN THE TWENTY-SEVENTH JUBILEE OF YEARS, IN THE FIFTH WEEK IN THE FIFTH YEAR (ON THE NEW MOON OF THE FIRST MONTH). AND HE ENTERED IN THE SIXTH (YEAR) THEREOF, IN THE SECOND MONTH, ON THE NEW MOON OF THE SECOND MONTH, TILL THE SIXTEENTH, AND HE ENTERED, AND ALL THAT WE BROUGHT TO HIM, INTO THE ARK, AND THE LORD CLOSED IT FROM WITHOUT ON THE SEVENTEENTH EVENING. AND THE LORD OPENED SEVEN FLOOD-GATES OF HEAVEN, AND THE MOUTHS OF THE FOUNTAINS OF THE GREAT DEEP, SEVEN MOUTHS IN NUMBER. AND THE FLOOD-GATES BEGAN TO POUR DOWN WATER FROM THE HEAVEN FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS, AND THE FOUNTAINS OF THE DEEP ALSO SENT UP WATERS, UNTIL THE WHOLE WORLD WAS FULL OF WATER. AND THE WATERS INCREASED UPON THE EARTH: FIFTEEN CUBITS DID THE WATERS RISE ABOVE ALL THE HIGH MOUNTAINS, AND THE ARK WAS LIFT UP ABOVE THE EARTH, AND, IT MOVED UPON THE FACE OF THE WATERS. AND THE WATER PREVAILED ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH FIVE MONTHS, ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY DAYS. AND THE ARK WENT AND RESTED ON THE TOP OF LUBAR, ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS OF ARARAT. AND (ON THE NEW MOON) IN THE FOURTH MONTH THE FOUNTAINS OF THE GREAT DEEP WERE CLOSED AND THE FLOOD-GATES OF HEAVEN WERE RESTRAINED, AND ON THE NEW MOON OF THE SEVENTH MONTH ALL THE MOUTHS OF THE ABYSSES OF THE EARTH WERE OPENED, AND THE WATER BEGAN TO DESCEND INTO THE DEEP BELOW. AND ON THE NEW MOON OF THE TENTH MONTH THE TOPS OF THE MOUNTAINS WERE SEEN, AND ON THE NEW MOON OF THE FIRST MONTH THE EARTH BECAME VISIBLE. AND THE WATERS DISAPPEARED FROM ABOVE THE EARTH IN THE FIFTH WEEK IN THE SEVENTH YEAR THEREOF, AND ON THE SEVENTEENTH DAY IN THE SECOND MONTH THE EARTH WAS DRY. AND ON THE TWENTY-SEVENTH THEREOF HE OPENED THE ARK, AND SENT FORTH FROM IT, BEASTS, AND CATTLE, AND BIRDS, AND EVERY MOVING THING. AND ON THE NEW MOON OF THE THIRD MONTH HE WENT FORTH FROM THE ARK, AND BUILT AN ALTAR ON THAT MOUNTAIN. AND HE MADE ATONEMENT FOR THE EARTH, AND TOOK A KID AND MADE ATONEMENT BY ITS BLOOD FOR ALL THE [SEXUAL] GUILT OF THE EARTH, FOR EVERYTHING THAT HAD BEEN ON IT HAD BEEN DESTROYED, SAVE THOSE THAT WERE IN THE ARK WITH NOAH. AND HE PLACED THE FAT THEREOF ON THE ALTAR, AND HE TOOK AN OX, AND A GOAT, AND A SHEEP AND KIDS, AND SALT, AND A TURTLE-DOVE, AND THE YOUNG OF A DOVE, AND PLACED A BURNT SACRIFICE ON THE ALTAR, AND POURED THEREON AN OFFERING MINGLED WITH OIL, AND SPRINKLED WINE AND STREWED FRANKINCENSE OVER EVERYTHING, AND CAUSED A GOODLY SAVOR TO ARISE, ACCEPTABLE BEFORE THE LORD. AND THE LORD SMELT THE GOODLY SAVOR [SMOKE], AND HE MADE A COVENANT WITH HIM THAT THERE SHOULD NOT BE ANY MORE A FLOOD TO DESTROY THE EARTH, THAT ALL THE DAYS OF THE EARTH SEED-TIME AND HARVEST SHOULD NEVER CEASE, COLD AND HEAT, AND SUMMER AND WINTER, AND DAY AND NIGHT SHOULD NOT CHANGE THEIR ORDER, NOR CEASE FOR EVER. 
NOAH IS GIVEN THE COVENANT FROM THE LORD
'AND YOU, INCREASE YE AND MULTIPLY UPON THE EARTH, AND BECOME MANY UPON IT, AND BE A BLESSING UPON IT. THE FEAR OF YOU AND THE DREAD OF YOU I WILL INSPIRE IN EVERYTHING THAT IS ON EARTH AND IN THE SEA. AND BEHOLD I HAVE GIVEN UNTO YOU ALL BEASTS, AND ALL WINGED THINGS, AND EVERYTHING THAT MOVES ON THE EARTH, AND THE FISH IN THE WATERS, AND ALL THINGS FOR FOOD; AS THE GREEN HERBS, I HAVE GIVEN YOU ALL THINGS TO EAT. BUT FLESH, WITH THE LIFE THEREOF, WITH THE BLOOD, YE SHALL NOT EAT; FOR THE LIFE OF ALL FLESH IS IN THE BLOOD, LEST YOUR BLOOD OF YOUR LIVES BE REQUIRED. AT THE HAND OF EVERY MAN, AT THE HAND OF EVERY (BEAST) WILL I REQUIRE THE BLOOD OF MAN. WHOSO SHEDS MAN'S BLOOD BY MAN SHALL HIS BLOOD BE SHED, FOR IN THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD MADE HE MAN. AND YOU, INCREASE YE, AND MULTIPLY ON THE EARTH.' AND NOAH AND HIS SONS SWORE THAT THEY WOULD NOT EAT ANY BLOOD THAT WAS IN ANY FLESH, AND HE MADE A COVENANT BEFORE THE LORD GOD FOR EVER THROUGHOUT ALL THE GENERATIONS OF THE EARTH IN THIS MONTH. ON THIS ACCOUNT HE SPOKE TO THEE THAT THOU SHOULD MAKE A COVENANT WITH THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL IN THIS MONTH UPON THE MOUNTAIN WITH AN OATH, AND THAT THOU SHOULD SPRINKLE BLOOD UPON THEM BECAUSE OF ALL THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE COVENANT, WHICH THE LORD MADE WITH THEM FOR EVER. AND THIS [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY IS WRITTEN CONCERNING YOU THAT YOU SHOULD OBSERVE IT CONTINUALLY, SO THAT YOU SHOULD NOT EAT ON ANY DAY ANY BLOOD OF BEASTS OR BIRDS OR CATTLE DURING ALL THE DAYS OF THE EARTH, AND THE MAN WHO EATS THE BLOOD OF BEAST OR OF CATTLE OR OF BIRDS DURING ALL THE DAYS OF THE EARTH, HE AND HIS SEED SHALL BE ROOTED OUT OF THE LAND. AND DO THOU COMMAND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL TO EAT NO BLOOD, SO THAT THEIR NAMES AND THEIR SEED MAY BE BEFORE THE LORD OUR GOD CONTINUALLY. AND FOR THIS [SEXLESS] LAW THERE IS NO LIMIT OF DAYS, FOR IT IS FOR EVER. THEY SHALL OBSERVE IT THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS, SO THAT THEY MAY CONTINUE SUPPLICATING ON YOUR BEHALF WITH BLOOD BEFORE THE ALTAR, EVERY DAY AND AT THE TIME OF MORNING AND EVENING THEY SHALL SEEK FORGIVENESS ON YOUR BEHALF PERPETUALLY BEFORE THE LORD THAT THEY MAY KEEP IT AND NOT BE ROOTED OUT. AND HE GAVE TO NOAH AND HIS SONS A SIGN THAT THERE SHOULD NOT AGAIN BE A FLOOD ON THE EARTH. HE SET HIS BOW IN THE CLOUD FOR A SIGN OF THE ETERNAL COVENANT THAT THERE SHOULD NOT AGAIN BE A FLOOD ON THE EARTH TO DESTROY IT ALL THE DAYS OF THE EARTH. FOR THIS REASON, IT IS ORDAINED AND WRITTEN ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS, THAT THEY SHOULD CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF WEEKS IN THIS MONTH ONCE A YEAR, TO RENEW THE COVENANT EVERY YEAR. AND THIS WHOLE FESTIVAL WAS CELEBRATED IN HEAVEN FROM THE DAY OF CREATION TILL THE DAYS OF NOAH, TWENTY-SIX JUBILEES AND FIVE WEEKS OF YEARS: AND NOAH AND HIS SONS OBSERVED IT FOR SEVEN JUBILEES AND ONE WEEK OF YEARS, TILL THE DAY OF NOAH'S DEATH, AND FROM THE DAY OF NOAH'S DEATH HIS SONS DID AWAY WITH (IT) UNTIL THE DAYS OF ABRAHAM, AND THEY EAT BLOOD. BUT ABRAHAM OBSERVED IT, AND ISAAC AND JACOB AND HIS CHILDREN OBSERVED IT UP TO THY DAYS, AND IN THY DAYS THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL FORGOT IT UNTIL YE CELEBRATED IT ANEW ON THIS MOUNTAIN. AND DO THOU COMMAND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL TO OBSERVE THIS FESTIVAL IN ALL THEIR GENERATIONS FOR A COMMANDMENT UNTO THEM: ONE DAY IN THE YEAR IN THIS MONTH THEY SHALL CELEBRATE THE FESTIVAL. FOR IT IS THE FEAST OF WEEKS AND THE FEAST OF FIRST FRUITS: THIS FEAST IS TWOFOLD AND OF A DOUBLE NATURE: ACCORDING TO WHAT IS WRITTEN AND ENGRAVED CONCERNING IT, CELEBRATE IT. FOR I HAVE WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE FIRST LAW, IN THAT WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN FOR THEE, THAT THOU SHOULD CELEBRATE IT IN ITS SEASON, ONE DAY IN THE YEAR, AND I EXPLAINED TO THEE ITS SACRIFICES THAT THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHOULD REMEMBER AND SHOULD CELEBRATE IT THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS IN THIS MONTH, ONE DAY IN EVERY YEAR. AND ON THE NEW MOON OF THE FIRST MONTH, AND ON THE NEW MOON OF THE FOURTH MONTH, AND ON THE NEW MOON OF THE SEVENTH MONTH, AND ON THE NEW MOON OF THE TENTH MONTH ARE THE DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE, AND THE DAYS OF THE SEASONS IN THE FOUR DIVISIONS OF THE YEAR. THESE ARE WRITTEN AND ORDAINED AS A [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY FOR EVER. AND NOAH ORDAINED THEM FOR HIMSELF AS FEASTS FOR THE GENERATIONS FOR EVER, SO THAT THEY HAVE BECOME THEREBY A MEMORIAL UNTO HIM. AND ON THE NEW MOON OF THE FIRST MONTH HE WAS BIDDEN TO MAKE FOR HIMSELF AN ARK, AND ON THAT (DAY) THE EARTH BECAME DRY AND HE OPENED (THE ARK) AND SAW THE EARTH. AND ON THE NEW MOON OF THE FOURTH MONTH THE MOUTHS OF THE DEPTHS OF THE ABYSS BENEATH WERE CLOSED. AND ON THE NEW MOON OF THE SEVENTH MONTH ALL THE MOUTHS OF THE ABYSSES OF THE EARTH WERE OPENED, AND THE WATERS BEGAN TO DESCEND INTO THEM. AND ON THE NEW MOON OF THE TENTH MONTH THE TOPS OF THE MOUNTAINS WERE SEEN, AND NOAH WAS GLAD. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, HE ORDAINED THEM FOR HIMSELF AS FEASTS FOR A MEMORIAL FOR EVER, AND THUS ARE THEY ORDAINED. AND THEY PLACED THEM ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS, EACH HAD THIRTEEN WEEKS; FROM ONE TO ANOTHER (PASSED) THEIR MEMORIAL, FROM THE FIRST TO THE SECOND, AND FROM THE SECOND TO THE THIRD, AND FROM THE THIRD TO THE FOURTH. AND ALL THE DAYS OF THE COMMANDMENT WILL BE TWO AND FIFTY WEEKS OF DAYS, AND (THESE WILL MAKE) THE ENTIRE YEAR COMPLETE. THUS, IT IS ENGRAVED AND ORDAINED ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS. AND THERE IS NO NEGLECTING (THIS COMMANDMENT) FOR A SINGLE YEAR OR FROM YEAR TO YEAR. AND COMMAND THOU THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT THEY OBSERVE THE YEARS ACCORDING TO THIS RECKONING, THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FOUR DAYS, AND (THESE) WILL CONSTITUTE A COMPLETE YEAR, AND THEY WILL NOT DISTURB ITS TIME FROM ITS DAYS AND FROM ITS FEASTS, FOR EVERYTHING WILL FALL OUT IN THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY, AND THEY WILL NOT LEAVE OUT ANY DAY NOR DISTURB ANY FEASTS. BUT IF THEY DO NEGLECT AND DO NOT OBSERVE THEM ACCORDING TO HIS COMMANDMENT, THEN THEY WILL DISTURB ALL THEIR SEASONS AND THE YEARS WILL BE DISLODGED FROM THIS (ORDER), [AND THEY WILL DISTURB THE SEASONS AND THE YEARS WILL BE DISLODGED] AND THEY WILL NEGLECT THEIR ORDINANCES. AND ALL THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WILL FORGET AND WILL NOT FIND THE PATH OF THE YEARS, AND WILL FORGET THE NEW MOONS, AND SEASONS, AND SABBATHS AND THEY WILL GO WRONG AS TO ALL THE ORDER OF THE YEARS. FOR I KNOW AND FROM HENCEFORTH WILL I DECLARE IT UNTO THEE, AND IT IS NOT OF MY OWN DEVISING; FOR THE BOOK (LIES) WRITTEN BEFORE ME, AND ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS THE DIVISION OF DAYS IS ORDAINED, LEST THEY FORGET THE FEASTS OF THE COVENANT AND WALK ACCORDING TO THE FEASTS OF THE GENTILES AFTER THEIR [SEXUAL] ERROR AND AFTER THEIR IGNORANCE. FOR THERE WILL BE THOSE WHO WILL ASSUREDLY MAKE OBSERVATIONS OF THE MOON, HOW (IT) DISTURBS THE SEASONS AND COMES IN FROM YEAR TO YEAR TEN DAYS TOO SOON. FOR THIS REASON, THE YEARS WILL COME UPON THEM WHEN THEY WILL DISTURB (THE ORDER), AND MAKE AN ABOMINABLE (DAY) THE DAY OF [SEXUAL] TESTIMONY, AND AN UNCLEAN DAY A FEAST DAY, AND THEY WILL CONFOUND ALL THE DAYS, THE HOLY WITH THE UNCLEAN, AND THE UNCLEAN DAY WITH THE HOLY; FOR THEY WILL GO WRONG AS TO THE MONTHS AND SABBATHS AND FEASTS AND JUBILEES. FOR THIS REASON, I COMMAND AND TESTIFY TO THEE THAT THOU MAYST TESTIFY TO THEM, FOR AFTER THY DEATH THY CHILDREN WILL DISTURB (THEM), SO THAT THEY WILL NOT MAKE THE YEAR THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FOUR DAYS ONLY, AND FOR THIS REASON THEY WILL GO WRONG AS TO THE NEW MOONS AND SEASONS AND SABBATHS AND FESTIVALS, AND THEY WILL EAT ALL KINDS OF BLOOD WITH ALL KINDS OF FLESH. 
NOAH HAS LEFT THE ARK & CAMPS OUT TO MAKE FOOD FOR HIS FAMILY
AND IN THE SEVENTH WEEK IN THE FIRST YEAR THEREOF, IN THIS JUBILEE, NOAH PLANTED VINES ON THE MOUNTAIN ON WHICH THE ARK HAD RESTED, NAMED LUBAR, ONE OF THE ARARAT MOUNTAINS, AND THEY PRODUCED FRUIT IN THE FOURTH YEAR, AND HE GUARDED THEIR FRUIT, AND GATHERED IT IN THIS YEAR IN THE SEVENTH MONTH. AND HE MADE WINE THEREFROM AND PUT IT INTO A VESSEL, AND KEPT IT UNTIL THE FIFTH YEAR, UNTIL THE FIRST DAY, ON THE NEW MOON OF THE FIRST MONTH. AND HE CELEBRATED WITH JOY THE DAY OF THIS FEAST, AND HE MADE A BURNT SACRIFICE UNTO THE LORD, ONE YOUNG OX AND ONE RAM, AND SEVEN SHEEP, EACH A YEAR OLD, AND A KID OF THE GOATS, THAT HE MIGHT MAKE ATONEMENT THEREBY FOR HIMSELF AND HIS SONS. AND HE PREPARED THE KID FIRST, AND PLACED SOME OF ITS BLOOD ON THE FLESH THAT WAS ON THE ALTAR WHICH HE HAD MADE, AND ALL THE FAT HE LAID ON THE ALTAR WHERE HE MADE THE BURNT SACRIFICE, AND THE OX AND THE RAM AND THE SHEEP, AND HE LAID ALL THEIR FLESH UPON THE ALTAR. AND HE PLACED ALL THEIR OFFERINGS MINGLED WITH OIL UPON IT, AND AFTERWARDS HE SPRINKLED WINE ON THE FIRE WHICH HE HAD PREVIOUSLY MADE ON THE ALTAR, AND HE PLACED INCENSE ON THE ALTAR AND CAUSED A SWEET SAVOR [SMOKE] TO ASCEND ACCEPTABLE BEFORE THE LORD HIS GOD. AND HE REJOICED AND DRANK OF THIS WINE, HE AND HIS CHILDREN WITH JOY. AND IT WAS EVENING, AND HE WENT INTO HIS TENT, AND BEING DRUNKEN HE LAY DOWN AND SLEPT, AND WAS UNCOVERED IN HIS TENT AS HE SLEPT. AND HAM SAW NOAH HIS FATHER NAKED, AND WENT FORTH AND TOLD HIS TWO BRETHREN WITHOUT. AND SHEM TOOK HIS GARMENT AND AROSE, HE AND JAPHETH, AND THEY PLACED THE GARMENT ON THEIR SHOULDERS AND WENT BACKWARD AND COVERED THE SHAME OF THEIR FATHER, AND THEIR FACES WERE BACKWARD. AND NOAH AWOKE FROM HIS SLEEP AND KNEW ALL THAT HIS YOUNGER SON HAD DONE UNTO HIM, AND HE CURSED HIS SON AND SAID: 'CURSED BE CANAAN, AN ENSLAVED SERVANT SHALL HE BE UNTO HIS BRETHREN.' AND HE BLESSED SHEM, AND SAID: 'BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD OF SHEM, AND CANAAN SHALL BE HIS SERVANT. GOD SHALL ENLARGE JAPHETH, AND GOD SHALL DWELL IN THE DWELLING OF SHEM, AND CANAAN SHALL BE HIS SERVANT.' AND HAM KNEW THAT HIS FATHER HAD CURSED HIS YOUNGER SON, AND HE WAS DISPLEASED THAT HE HAD CURSED HIS SON. AND HE PARTED FROM HIS FATHER, HE AND HIS SONS WITH HIM, CUSH AND MIZRAIM AND PUT AND CANAAN. 
NOAH & HIS WIFE NAAMAH [GENESIS 4:22], THE 3 WIVES WITH HIS 3 SONS OF HIS FAMILY & THE BUILT CITIES
AND HE BUILT FOR HIMSELF A CITY AND CALLED ITS NAME AFTER THE NAME OF HIS [HAM’S] WIFE NE'ELATAMA'UK. AND JAPHETH SAW IT, AND BECAME ENVIOUS OF HIS BROTHER, AND HE TOO BUILT FOR HIMSELF A CITY, AND HE CALLED ITS NAME AFTER THE NAME OF HIS [JAPHETH’S] WIFE 'ADATANESES. AND SHEM DWELT WITH HIS FATHER NOAH, AND HE BUILT A CITY CLOSE TO HIS FATHER ON THE MOUNTAIN, AND HE TOO CALLED ITS NAME AFTER THE NAME OF HIS [SHEM’S] WIFE SEDEQETELEBAB. AND BEHOLD THESE THREE CITIES ARE NEAR MOUNT LUBAR, SEDEQETELEBAB FRONTING THE MOUNTAIN ON ITS EAST, AND NA'ELTAMA'UK ON THE SOUTH, 'ADATAN'ESES TOWARDS THE WEST. AND THESE ARE THE SONS OF SHEM: ELAM, AND ASSHUR, AND ARPACHSHAD, THIS (SON) WAS BORN TWO YEARS AFTER THE FLOOD- AND LUD, AND ARAM. THE SONS OF JAPHETH: GOMER AND MAGOG AND MADAI AND JAVAN, TUBAL AND MESHECH AND TIRAS: THESE ARE THE SONS OF NOAH. AND IN THE TWENTY-EIGHTH JUBILEE NOAH BEGAN TO ENJOIN UPON HIS SONS' SONS THE ORDINANCES AND COMMANDMENTS, AND ALL THE JUDGMENTS THAT HE KNEW, AND HE EXHORTED HIS SONS TO OBSERVE RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND TO COVER THE SHAME OF THEIR FLESH, AND TO BLESS THEIR CREATOR, AND HONOR FATHER AND MOTHER, AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEIR NEIGHBOR, AND GUARD THEIR SOULS FROM FORNICATION AND [SEXUAL] UNCLEANNESS AND ALL [SEXUAL] INIQUITY. 
THE RECOUNTING THE PAST ACCOUNT OF THE FALLEN WATCHERS, WHICH IS THE BEGINNING OF SEXUAL UNCLEANNESS
FOR OWING TO THESE THREE THINGS CAME THE FLOOD UPON THE EARTH, NAMELY, OWING TO THE FORNICATION WHEREIN THE WATCHERS AGAINST THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THEIR ORDINANCES WENT A WHORING AFTER THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN, AND TOOK THEMSELVES WIVES OF ALL WHICH THEY CHOSE: AND THEY MADE THE BEGINNING OF [SEXUAL] UNCLEANNESS. AND THEY BEGAT SONS THE NAPHIDIM, AND THEY WERE ALL UNLIKE, AND THEY DEVOURED ONE ANOTHER: AND THE GIANTS SLEW THE NAPHIL, AND THE NAPHIL SLEW THE ELJO, AND THE ELJO MANKIND, AND ONE MAN ANOTHER. AND EVERY ONE SOLD HIMSELF TO WORK [SEXUAL] INIQUITY AND TO SHED MUCH BLOOD, AND THE EARTH WAS FILLED WITH [SEXUAL] INIQUITY. AND AFTER THIS THEY [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST THE BEASTS AND BIRDS, AND ALL THAT MOVES AND WALKS ON THE EARTH: AND MUCH BLOOD WAS SHED ON THE EARTH, AND EVERY IMAGINATION AND DESIRE OF MEN IMAGINED [SEXUAL] VANITY AND [SEXUAL] EVIL CONTINUALLY. AND THE LORD DESTROYED EVERYTHING FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH, BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS, AND BECAUSE OF THE BLOOD WHICH THEY HAD SHED IN THE MIDST OF THE EARTH HE DESTROYED EVERYTHING. 'AND WE WERE LEFT, I AND YOU, MY SONS, AND EVERYTHING THAT ENTERED WITH US INTO THE ARK, AND BEHOLD I SEE YOUR WORKS BEFORE ME THAT YE DO NOT WALK IN RIGHTEOUSNESS: FOR IN THE PATH OF DESTRUCTION YE HAVE BEGUN TO WALK, AND YE ARE PARTING ONE FROM ANOTHER, AND ARE ENVIOUS ONE OF ANOTHER, AND (SO IT COMES) THAT YE ARE NOT IN HARMONY, MY SONS, EACH WITH HIS BROTHER. FOR I SEE, AND BEHOLD THE DEMONS HAVE BEGUN (THEIR) [SEXUAL] SEDUCTIONS AGAINST YOU AND AGAINST YOUR CHILDREN AND NOW I FEAR ON YOUR BEHALF, THAT AFTER MY DEATH YE WILL SHED THE BLOOD OF MEN UPON THE EARTH, AND THAT YE, TOO, WILL BE DESTROYED FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH. FOR WHOSO SHEDS MAN'S BLOOD, AND WHOSO EATS THE BLOOD OF ANY FLESH, SHALL ALL BE DESTROYED FROM THE EARTH. AND THERE SHALL NOT BE LEFT ANY MAN THAT EATS BLOOD, OR THAT SHEDS THE BLOOD OF MAN ON THE EARTH, NOR SHALL THERE BE LEFT TO HIM ANY SEED OR DESCENDANTS LIVING UNDER HEAVEN, FOR INTO SHEOL SHALL THEY GO, AND, INTO THE PLACE OF CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] SHALL THEY DESCEND, AND, INTO THE DARKNESS OF THE DEEP SHALL THEY ALL BE REMOVED BY A VIOLENT DEATH. THERE SHALL BE NO BLOOD SEEN UPON YOU OF ALL THE BLOOD THERE SHALL BE ALL THE DAYS IN WHICH YE HAVE KILLED ANY BEASTS OR CATTLE OR WHATEVER FLIES UPON THE EARTH, AND WORK YE A GOOD WORK TO YOUR SOULS BY COVERING THAT WHICH HAS BEEN SHED ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH. AND YE SHALL NOT BE LIKE HIM WHO EATS WITH BLOOD, BUT GUARD YOURSELVES THAT NONE MAY EAT BLOOD BEFORE YOU: COVER THE BLOOD, FOR THUS HAVE I BEEN COMMANDED TO TESTIFY TO YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN, TOGETHER WITH ALL FLESH. AND SUFFER NOT THE SOUL TO BE EATEN WITH THE FLESH, THAT YOUR BLOOD, WHICH IS YOUR LIFE, MAY NOT BE REQUIRED AT THE HAND OF ANY FLESH THAT SHEDS (IT) ON THE EARTH. FOR THE EARTH WILL NOT BE CLEAN FROM THE BLOOD WHICH HAS BEEN SHED UPON IT, FOR (ONLY) THROUGH THE BLOOD OF HIM THAT SHED IT WILL THE EARTH BE [SEXLESSLY] PURIFIED THROUGHOUT ALL ITS GENERATIONS. AND NOW, MY CHILDREN, HARKEN: WORK JUDGMENT AND RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT YE MAYBE PLANTED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS OVER THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH, AND YOUR GLORY LIFTED UP BEFORE MY GOD, WHO SAVED ME FROM THE WATERS OF THE FLOOD. 
THE BUILDING OF MORE CITIES & FAMILIES & THE GARDEN OF EDEN’S LOCATION & THE FALLEN WATCHERS
AND BEHOLD, YE WILL GO AND BUILD FOR YOURSELVES CITIES, AND PLANT IN THEM ALL THE PLANTS THAT ARE UPON THE EARTH, AND MOREOVER ALL FRUIT-BEARING TREES. FOR THREE YEARS THE FRUIT OF EVERYTHING THAT IS EATEN WILL NOT BE GATHERED: AND IN THE FOURTH YEAR ITS FRUIT WILL BE ACCOUNTED HOLY [AND THEY WILL OFFER THE FIRST-FRUITS], ACCEPTABLE BEFORE THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], WHO CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH AND ALL THINGS. LET THEM OFFER IN ABUNDANCE THE FIRST OF THE WINE AND OIL (AS) FIRST-FRUITS ON THE ALTAR OF THE LORD, WHO RECEIVES IT, AND WHAT IS LEFT LET THE SERVANTS OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD EAT BEFORE THE ALTAR WHICH RECEIVES (IT). AND IN THE FIFTH YEAR MAKE YE THE RELEASE SO THAT YE RELEASE IT IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND UPRIGHTNESS, AND YE SHALL BE RIGHTEOUS, AND ALL THAT YOU PLANT SHALL PROSPER. FOR THUS DID ENOCH, THE FATHER OF YOUR FATHER COMMAND METHUSELAH, HIS SON, AND METHUSELAH HIS SON LAMECH, AND LAMECH COMMANDED ME ALL THE THINGS WHICH HIS FATHERS COMMANDED HIM. AND I ALSO WILL GIVE YOU COMMANDMENT, MY SONS, AS ENOCH COMMANDED HIS SON IN THE FIRST JUBILEES: WHILST STILL LIVING, THE SEVENTH IN HIS GENERATION, HE COMMANDED AND [SEXLESSLY] TESTIFIED TO HIS SON AND TO HIS SON'S SONS UNTIL THE DAY OF HIS DEATH [AS BEING TAKEN BY GOD].' IN THE TWENTY-NINTH JUBILEE, IN THE FIRST WEEK, IN THE BEGINNING THEREOF ARPACHSHAD TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE AND HER NAME WAS RASU'EJA, THE DAUGHTER OF SUSAN, THE DAUGHTER OF ELAM, AND SHE BARE HIM A SON IN THE THIRD YEAR IN THIS WEEK, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME KAINAM. AND THE SON GREW, AND HIS FATHER TAUGHT HIM WRITING, AND HE WENT TO SEEK FOR HIMSELF A PLACE WHERE HE MIGHT SEIZE FOR HIMSELF A CITY. AND HE FOUND A WRITING WHICH FORMER (GENERATIONS) HAD CARVED ON THE ROCK, AND HE READ WHAT WAS THEREON, AND HE TRANSCRIBED IT AND [SEXUALLY] SINNED OWING TO IT [THIS GOES AGAINST THE FATHER ENOCH ALWAYS PLEASING THE LORD SO THAT HE WOULD NOT EXPERIENCE ANY ETERNAL DEATHS IN HEBREWS 11:5 & THIS MAY REFER TO THE FATHER JARED & HIS SON NAMED ENOCH THAT SEXUALLY FELL & THE LORD ENOCH: GEN. 5:21 AND ENOCH LIVED SIXTY AND FIVE YEARS, AND BEGAT METHUSELAH: 22 AND ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD AFTER HE BEGAT METHUSELAH THREE HUNDRED YEARS, AND BEGAT SONS AND DAUGHTERS: 23 AND ALL THE DAYS OF ENOCH WERE THREE HUNDRED SIXTY AND FIVE YEARS: 24 AND ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD: AND HE WAS NOT; FOR GOD TOOK HIM. HEB. 11: 5 BY FAITH ENOCH WAS TRANSLATED THAT HE SHOULD NOT SEE DEATH, AND WAS NOT FOUND, BECAUSE GOD HAD TRANSLATED HIM: FOR BEFORE HIS TRANSLATION HE HAD THIS [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY, THAT HE [ALWAYS] PLEASED GOD. 6 BUT WITHOUT FAITH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE HIM: FOR HE THAT COMETH TO GOD MUST BELIEVE THAT HE IS, AND THAT HE IS A REWARDER OF THEM THAT DILIGENTLY SEEK HIM. JUDE 14 AND ENOCH ALSO, THE SEVENTH FROM ADAM, PROPHESIED OF THESE, SAYING, BEHOLD, THE LORD COMETH WITH, TEN-THOUSANDS OF HIS SAINTS, 15 TO EXECUTE JUDGMENT UPON ALL, AND TO CONVINCE ALL THAT ARE [SEXUALLY] UNGODLY AMONG THEM OF ALL THEIR UNGODLY [SEXUAL] DEEDS WHICH THEY HAVE UNGODLY [SEXUALLY] COMMITTED, AND OF ALL THEIR HARD [SEXUAL] SPEECHES WHICH UNGODLY [SEXUAL] SINNERS HAVE SPOKEN AGAINST HIM. THERE ARE TWO ENOCH’S IN THE BIBLE. THE FIRST WE MEET IN GENESIS 4:17-18 WHERE HE IS THE SON OF CAIN FOR WHOM CAIN BUILT A CITY AND NAMED THE CITY. THE SECOND IS A DIFFERENT MAN ALTOGETHER, AND HE IS THE SUBJECT OF OUR STUDY THIS EVENING. JUDE TELLS US HE WAS THE SEVENTH FROM ADAM (JUDE 14; GENESIS 5) ADAM, SETH, ENOS, CAINAN, MAHALALEEL, JARED, ENOCH.) VERY BRIEFLY, ...THERE ARE A COLLECTION OF VARIOUS BOOKS THAT THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH HAS DRAWN TOGETHER, THEY ARE KNOWN BY DIFFERENT NAMES (PSEDUEPIGRAPHA, DEUTEROCANONICAL, APOCRYPHA). THEY INCLUDE SUCH BOOKS AS THE MACCABEES, ESDRAS, TOBIT, SIRACH. THEY ALSO INCLUDE I AND II ENOCH AND CONTAIN ENOCH ENTERING HEAVEN. BUT ME PERSONALLY, THE HOLY BIBLE MAKES IT CLEAR THAT ALL SCRIPTURE IS INSPIRED BY THE LORD IN 2ND TIMOTHY 3:15-17! THIS INCLUDES ALL RELEVANT ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS, THE APOCRYPHA, WHAT’S IN THE HOLY BIBLE & ALL HOLY WRITINGS OF THE LORD. I DON’T’ TRY TO LIMIT THE LORD IN ANY WAY, SO TO SAY THAT THIS IS INSPIRED OR NOT & PLAY GOD. WITH THE LORD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE! JUST, SIMPLY TAKE THE SCRIPTURE AS IT IS AND IF PLACED PROPERLY IN ITS OWN CONTEXT, IT MAKES CLEAR SENSE OF THE TRUTH IN 2ND TIMOTHY 3:15-17. INTERESTINGLY ENOUGH, II ENOCH DIVIDES TIME INTO SEVEN ONE THOUSAND YEAR, PERIODS. LAST WEEK WE LOOKED AT ABEL, AND WE SAW HOW HE TAUGHT THE NEED FOR APPROACHING THE ALTAR OF THE LORD WITH THE BEST OF SACRIFICES, HE LAID THE FIRSTLINGS OF HIS FLOCK AND OF THE FAT ON THE ALTAR BEFORE GOD. THEN THERE WAS SETH AND HIS SON ENOS, AND IT WAS DURING THEIR TIME THAT (4:26) BEGAN MEN TO CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THEY BROUGHT THE PEOPLE TO THE PLACE WHERE THEY WOULD ASSEMBLE TOGETHER TO BRING GOD WORSHIP. THIS IS A BEAUTIFUL LITTLE PICTURE THAT SHOWS US THE HEART MUST FIRST BELIEVE IN THE GREAT SACRIFICE WITH ABEL, AND THEN THE MOUTH MUST CONFESS THE SAME WITH SETH. ROM. 10:9 THAT IF THOU SHALT CONFESS WITH THY MOUTH THE LORD JESUS, AND SHALT BELIEVE IN THINE HEART THAT GOD HATH RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD, THOU SHALT BE SAVED. 10 FOR WITH THE HEART MAN BELIEVETH UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND WITH THE MOUTH CONFESSION IS MADE UNTO SALVATION. …WHAT DOES IT TRULY MEAN TO “WALK WITH GOD”? HE PLEASED THE LORD ALWAYS: HEBREWS 11 HELPS US UNDERSTAND THIS PHRASE, HEB. 11: 5 BY FAITH ENOCH WAS TRANSLATED THAT HE SHOULD NOT SEE DEATH, AND WAS NOT FOUND, BECAUSE GOD HAD TRANSLATED HIM: FOR BEFORE HIS TRANSLATION HE HAD THIS [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY, THAT HE [ALWAYS] PLEASED GOD. THIS WAS ENOCH’S WITNESS, WE DON’T REALLY KNOW TOO MUCH ABOUT THIS MAN, BUT WE KNOW THIS...THAT HE [ALWAYS] PLEASED GOD. THAT’S HOW THE WRITER OF HEBREWS SAW IT. HE READ THE OLD TESTAMENT AND HE SAW THAT GENESIS SAID ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD AND HE RECOGNIZED THAT GOD WAS PLEASED WITH ENOCH, FOR HE KNEW THAT THE LORD DOES NOT WALK WITH A MAN OR A WOMAN IN WHOM HE HAS NO [SEXLESS] PLEASURE. THE HOLY BIBLE SAYS, AMOS 3:3 CAN TWO, WALK TOGETHER, EXCEPT THEY BE AGREED? THERE HAD ALWAYS BEEN A TIME IN ENOCH’S LIFE WHEN HE WAS NOT LIKE THE REST OF US, LIKE US, BEING BORN INTO SEXUAL SIN, BUT ENOCH HAD TO BE BORN OF GOD IN THE BEGINNING & WITHOUT ANY POSSIBLE SIN IN 1ST JOHN 3:9. YES, ENOCH WAS A SON OF ADAM AND HAD NOT FALLEN FOUL OF THE SEXUAL SINS OF ADAM, AND YET HE SOUGHT THE PARDON FROM ADAM’S SEXUAL SIN TO MAKE SURE THAT HE WAS BLAMELESS AND WAS CLEANSED BY THE BLOOD OF THE SACRIFICE ON THE ALTAR. ENOCH PLEASED GOD AND WHAT A TESTIMONY TO RECORD. IMAGINE! HE DIDN’T HAVE A GRAVESTONE, BUT YET HIS EPITAPH IN THE HOLY BIBLE READS, “HE WALKED WITH GOD”. SO, AS HE WALKED WITH GOD, HE PLEASED GOD...AND WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? HE IS JUSTIFIED BEFORE THE LORD ALWAYS: HOW WAS ENOCH JUSTIFIED BEFORE GOD? ...SURELY THAT’S A NEW TESTAMENT WORD? ...AND WHY WAS HE ACCEPTABLE UNTO GOD? WELL, HE WAS ACCEPTABLE UNTO GOD BECAUSE HE WAS JUSTIFIED, AND HE WALKED WITH GOD BECAUSE HE WAS JUSTIFIED, AND HE HAD PEACE WITH GOD BECAUSE HE WAS JUSTIFIED. THE HOLY BIBLE EXPLAINS TO US THAT HE WAS JUSTIFIED BY FAITH, BUT WITHOUT FAITH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE HIM (ENOCH PLEASED GOD IN V. 5): FOR HE THAT COMETH TO GOD MUST BELIEVE THAT HE IS, AND THAT HE IS A REWARDER OF THEM THAT DILIGENTLY SEEK HIM. A TRANSFORMATION HAD HAPPENED IN ENOCH’S LIFE LONG BEFORE HE REACHED THE AGE OF 385 (WHEN HE LEFT THIS WORLD BASED ON THE BOOK OF ENOCH). HE CAME BEFORE THE ALTAR, ...AS ABEL CAME BEFORE THE ALTAR WITH THE VERY BEST, HE COULD AFFORD, IT WASN’T AN EMPTY CEREMONY THAT HAD BEEN HANDED DOWN TO HIM, IT WAS A PERSONAL MEETING WITH GOD WHEN THE BLOOD OF THE SACRIFICE WOULD ATONE FOR ADAM’S SEXUAL SINS TO STOP THE SEXUAL CORRUPTION FROM AFFECTING THE LORD ENOCH. AT THE ALTAR HE WAS JUSTIFIED BEFORE GOD, THAT WAS HOW HE STRENGTHENED HIS WALK WITH GOD. THERE WAS NOT A TIME IN HIS LIFE WHEN HE DID NOT WALK WITH GOD. SO, YOU SEE, WHEN THE HOLY BIBLE SAYS ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD IT MEANS HE PLEASED GOD AND HE WAS JUSTIFIED BY GOD THROUGH THE SACRIFICE ON THE ALTAR. AND WHAT ELSE DOES IT MEAN...TO WALK WITH GOD? HE SHOWED BY EXAMPLE ALWAYS: THERE AT THE ALTAR HE WOULD HAVE RAISED HIS VOICE IN PRAISE AND WORSHIP AS HE LED HIS FAMILY WHEN MEN [BEGAN] TO CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THE WHOLE COUNTRYSIDE WOULD HAVE HEARD HIM STANDING OUT IN THE OPEN AIR AND HE WOULD HAVE SHOUTED THE VICTORY OF SINS RELEASED AS HE STOOD AT THAT ALTAR. HIS FAMILY ALL SAW AND HEARD HIM, V. 22 TELLS US HE HAD SONS AND DAUGHTERS, AND THEY WOULD ALL HAVE BEEN STANDING AROUND HIM, ...AND NOT JUST THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS, BUT THE GRANDCHILDREN, AND THE GREAT GRANDCHILDREN. HE TAUGHT HIS GENERATIONS TO FOLLOW AFTER THE THINGS OF GOD. HIS SON WAS METHUSELAH, ANOTHER GREAT MAN OF GOD WHO LIVED FOR 969 YEARS, ...AND THINK OF THE INFLUENCE THAT MAN HAD, HAVING A FATHER LIKE ENOCH! AND ENOCH’S WALK WITH GOD WAS THE MANNER BY WHICH HE PLEASED GOD, FOR HE WAS JUSTIFIED BY GOD, AND HE SHOWED BY EXAMPLE HOW TO WORSHIP GOD. SO, ...HE SHOWED BY EXAMPLE AS HE WALKED WITH GOD. ...HOW DID HE COME TO THIS POINT? HE SIMPLY BELIEVED IN THE LORD’S TRUTH ALWAYS: HE WOULD HAVE BEEN COMFORTABLE IN LIFE, GOD WOULD HAVE BLESSED HIS FAITHFULNESS. BUT HE DIDN’T BELIEVE BECAUSE HE OFFERED UP ON THE ALTAR AN EXCESSIVE AMOUNT OF ORNATE SACRIFICES, NEITHER WAS IT BECAUSE HE WAS PARTICULARLY GIFTED OR TALENTED IN SOME EXTRAORDINARY WAY, NOR BECAUSE THERE WAS SO MUCH WRITTEN ABOUT HIM, LIKE ABRAHAM OR MOSES OR DAVID, BECAUSE THERE WASN’T! HE PLEASED GOD THROUGH SIMPLE FAITH, HE DEMONSTRATED THAT THE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD IS THROUGH SIMPLE FAITH. THAT’S THE WAY IT WAS, AND THAT’S THE WAY IT IS! EPHESIANS 2:8 FOR BY GRACE ARE YE SAVED THROUGH FAITH, AND THAT NOT OF YOURSELVES: IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD: 9 NOT OF WORKS, LEST ANY MAN SHOULD BOAST. PAUL TOLD THE CHURCH IN COLOSSE, 2:6 AS YE HAVE THEREFORE RECEIVED CHRIST JESUS THE LORD, SO WALK YE IN HIM AND WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU BEGIN THE WALK WITH GOD? HE KNEW THE CONTINUAL PRESENCE OF THE LORD ALWAYS: HE DIDN’T MERELY BELIEVE ABOUT GOD, MERELY AS A MATTER OF CREED, LIKE IN A CATECHISM, ...BUT THE TRUTH HAD ENTERED INTO HIS HEART, AND WHAT HE BELIEVED WAS ALTOGETHER TRUE TO HIM, IT WAS RELEVANT TO HIS DAILY LIVING. GOD WAS A PRESENT REALITY! ... AND NO ONE COULD ARGUE HIM OUT OF HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. YES, THERE WAS A DEFINITE DAY WHEN ENOCH BEGAN HIS WALK WITH GOD AND HE KEPT ON WALKING BECAUSE THE INFERENCE OF THE HOLY BIBLE MOST DEFINITELY IS THAT HE WALKED CONTINUOUSLY ALL HIS LIFE. ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD, ...AND HE WALKED CONTINUOUSLY! WHAT AN EXAMPLE! AND NOTE THAT AS HE WALKED WITH GOD, IT DOESN’T MEAN THAT HE READ ABOUT, OR SPECULATED ABOUT, OR ARGUED ABOUT THE THINGS OF GOD, BUT HE WALKED WITH GOD. ENOCH KNEW THE CONTINUAL PRESENCE OF GOD AND AS HE INCREASED IN HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE CONTINUAL PRESENCE OF GOD. HE ENJOYED INTIMACY WITH THE LORD ALWAYS: HE PROGRESSED WITH GOD. HE INCREASINGLY ENJOYED MORE AND MORE OF GOD. HE NEVER COULD GET ENOUGH OF GOD, HE WANTED THE PLEASURE AND EXPERIENCE THAT PAUL SPOKE ABOUT WHEN HE WROTE TO THE COLOSSIANS, COLOSSIANS 1:10 THAT YE MIGHT WALK WORTHY OF THE LORD UNTO ALL PLEASING, BEING FRUITFUL IN EVERY GOOD WORK, AND INCREASING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. ENOCH WALKED WORTHY OF THE LORD UNTO ALL PLEASING, BEING FRUITFUL IN EVERY GOOD WORK, AND INCREASING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. THE ALTAR OF WORSHIP WAS A REFRESHING TIME, A TIME THAT HE LOOKED FORWARD TO, ...AND AS HE WALKED ALONG ENOCH HAD ALL THE CONFIDENCE THAT GOD KNEW THE WAY HE WAS TRAVELLING. I BELIEVE IN THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD, THAT NOTHING HAPPENS OUTSIDE OF THE WILL OF GOD, HE EVEN KNOWS ABOUT THE SPARROW FALLING. THAT IS WHY WE CAN HAVE CONFIDENCE AS WE WALK WITH GOD, BECAUSE HE KNOWS THE WAY. WE DON’T ALWAYS UNDERSTAND WHY HE TAKES US ALONG A PARTICULAR ROUGH ROAD OR THROUGH THE THORNY HEDGE, ...BUT HE KNOWS THE WAY AND IT IS FAR BETTER BEING WITH HIM THAN WITHOUT HIM! PS. 23:4 YEA, THOUGH I WALK THROUGH THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH, I WILL FEAR NO [SEXUAL] EVIL: FOR THOU ART WITH ME AND WHAT ELSE DOES ENOCH’S WALK WITH GOD TEACH US? HE HAD TOTAL TRUST & CONFIDENCE IN THE LORD ALWAYS: HE LIVED IN A VERY EVIL AGE, WHEN SEXUAL SIN HAD TAKEN SUCH A GRIP UPON THE WORLD. FEW PEOPLE SEXLESSLY LOVED GOD AND SERVED HIM IN THE MANNER HE REQUIRED. ENOCH WOULD HAVE BEEN CONSTANTLY BATTLING AGAINST THE SEXUAL INIQUITY OF THE AGE, HIS SON WAS METHUSELAH, WHOSE SON WAS LAMECH, WHOSE SON WAS NOAH IN WHOSE DAY THE HOLY BIBLE TELLS US, GENESIS. 6:5 AND GOD SAW THAT THE [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS OF MAN WAS GREAT IN THE EARTH, AND THAT EVERY IMAGINATION OF THE THOUGHTS OF HIS HEART WAS ONLY [SEXUALLY] EVIL CONTINUALLY. AND JUDE 14 TELLS US ENOCH WASN’T AFRAID TO SPEAK OUT, AND ENOCH ALSO, THE SEVENTH FROM ADAM, PROPHESIED ...HE STOOD FIRM AND WOULD NOT COMPROMISE THE TRUTH THAT HAD BEEN GRANTED TO HIM. HE HAD CONFIDENCE IN GOD AS HE WALKED WITH GOD IN THE MIDST OF A PEOPLE WHO WERE HASTILY TRAVELLING AWAY FROM GOD. HE WAS GREATLY MISSED BY THIS WHO KNEW HIM: HEB. 11:5 BY FAITH ENOCH WAS TRANSLATED THAT HE SHOULD NOT SEE DEATH, AND WAS NOT FOUND, “WHERE’S ENOCH? HE’S NO LONGER AT THE ALTAR OF SACRIFICE? WHERE’S ENOCH?” ...AND THEY COULDN’T FIND HIM ANYWHERE. HE WAS ‘AWAY’ AND NOBODY KNEW WHERE. BUT THE HOLY SPIRIT RECORDS IN THE WORD OF GOD, 5:24 AND ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD: AND HE WAS NOT, FOR GOD TOOK HIM. THERE WAS NO OLD TESTAMENT FUNERAL PROCESSION FOR ENOCH BECAUSE GOD CAME AND DENIED DEATH ITS HOLD OVER THIS MAN WHO WALKED WITH GOD. THE PEOPLE MISSED HIM, ...BUT OH, HIS DEPARTURE WAS A [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY. HE ENTERED INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD, AND HE IS STANDING AROUND THE THRONE. IT WAS AS IF GOD COULDN’T WAIT TO HAVE HIM IN HIS PRESENCE. GOD LIFTED UP, TRANSPORTED, ENOCH THROUGH A TIME PORTAL IN ACTS 7:37-38, 55-56. THERE IS COMING A DAY WHEN A CERTAIN GENERATION OF GOD’S PEOPLE WILL NOT FACE DEATH. JUST LIKE ENOCH AND ELIJAH, GOD WILL LIFT THEM UP ON TO HIMSELF, IT IS KNOWN AS THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH. ON THAT DAY THERE WILL BE A TREMENDOUS SOUND THAT EVERY EAR SHALL HEAR, AND GOD WITH ALL THE POWER OF HIS ETERNAL BEING WILL BRING UNTO HIMSELF ALL THOSE WHO ARE WALKING ON THE PATH THAT ENOCH WALKED UPON. HE IS GOING TO LIFT ON TO HIMSELF ALL WHO ARE TRAVELLING ON THE NARROW ROAD THAT LEADS TO HEAVEN AND TO HOME. ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD. ENOCH’S LIFE WAS LIVED FOR GOD, AND ENOCH WAS GOD’S. THAT’S WHAT A CHRISTIAN IS. GOD TOOK HIM, THE BIBLE SAYS. AT THE END OF YOUR LIFE ON EARTH WILL THEY BE ABLE TO SAY THAT ABOUT YOU? GOD TOOK HIM/HER. I TRUST THAT THE LORD WILL BLESS HIS WORD TO EACH OF US], FOR IT CONTAINED THE [SEXUAL] TEACHING OF THE WATCHERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHICH THEY USED TO OBSERVE THE OMENS OF THE SUN AND MOON AND STARS IN ALL THE SIGNS OF HEAVEN. AND HE WROTE IT DOWN AND SAID NOTHING REGARDING IT, FOR HE WAS AFRAID TO SPEAK TO NOAH ABOUT IT LEST HE SHOULD BE ANGRY WITH HIM ON ACCOUNT OF IT. AND IN THE THIRTIETH JUBILEE, IN THE SECOND WEEK, IN THE FIRST YEAR THEREOF, HE TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE, AND HER NAME WAS MELKA, THE DAUGHTER OF MADAI, THE SON OF JAPHETH, AND IN THE FOURTH YEAR HE BEGAT A SON, AND CALLED HIS NAME SHELAH, FOR HE SAID: 'TRULY I HAVE BEEN SENT.' [AND IN THE FOURTH YEAR HE WAS BORN], AND SHELAH GREW UP AND TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE, AND HER NAME WAS MU'AK, THE DAUGHTER OF KESED, HIS FATHER'S BROTHER, IN THE ONE AND THIRTIETH JUBILEE, IN THE FIFTH WEEK, IN THE FIRST YEAR THEREOF. AND SHE, BARE HIM A SON IN THE FIFTH YEAR THEREOF, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME EBER: AND HE TOOK UNTO HIMSELF A WIFE, AND HER NAME WAS 'AZÛRÂD, THE DAUGHTER OF NEBROD, IN THE THIRTY-SECOND JUBILEE, IN THE SEVENTH WEEK, IN THE THIRD YEAR THEREOF. AND IN THE SIXTH YEAR THEREOF, SHE, BARE HIM [A] SON, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME PELEG, FOR IN THE DAYS WHEN HE WAS BORN THE CHILDREN OF NOAH BEGAN TO DIVIDE THE EARTH AMONGST THEMSELVES: FOR THIS REASON, HE CALLED HIS NAME PELEG. AND THEY DIVIDED (IT) SECRETLY AMONGST THEMSELVES, AND TOLD IT TO NOAH. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE BEGINNING OF THE THIRTY-THIRD JUBILEE THAT THEY DIVIDED THE EARTH INTO THREE PARTS, FOR SHEM AND HAM AND JAPHETH, ACCORDING TO THE INHERITANCE OF EACH, IN THE FIRST YEAR IN THE FIRST WEEK, WHEN ONE OF US WHO HAD BEEN SENT, WAS WITH THEM. AND HE CALLED HIS SONS, AND THEY DREW NIGH TO HIM, THEY AND THEIR CHILDREN, AND HE DIVIDED THE EARTH INTO THE LOTS, WHICH HIS THREE SONS WERE TO TAKE IN POSSESSION, AND THEY REACHED FORTH THEIR HANDS, AND TOOK THE WRITING OUT OF THE BOSOM OF NOAH, THEIR FATHER. AND THERE CAME FORTH ON THE WRITING AS SHEM'S LOT THE MIDDLE OF THE EARTH WHICH HE SHOULD TAKE AS AN INHERITANCE FOR HIMSELF AND FOR HIS SONS FOR THE GENERATIONS OF ETERNITY, FROM THE MIDDLE OF THE MOUNTAIN RANGE OF RAFA, FROM THE MOUTH OF THE WATER FROM THE RIVER TINA, AND HIS PORTION GOES TOWARDS THE WEST THROUGH THE MIDST OF THIS RIVER, AND IT EXTENDS TILL IT REACHES THE WATER OF THE ABYSSES, OUT OF WHICH THIS RIVER GOES FORTH AND POURS ITS WATERS INTO THE SEA ME'AT, AND THIS RIVER FLOWS INTO THE GREAT SEA. AND ALL THAT IS TOWARDS THE NORTH IS JAPHETH'S, AND ALL THAT IS TOWARDS THE SOUTH BELONGS TO SHEM. AND IT EXTENDS TILL IT REACHES KARASO: THIS IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE TONGUE WHICH LOOKS TOWARDS THE SOUTH. AND HIS PORTION EXTENDS ALONG THE GREAT SEA, AND IT EXTENDS IN A STRAIGHT LINE TILL IT REACHES THE WEST OF THE TONGUE WHICH LOOKS TOWARDS THE SOUTH: FOR THIS SEA IS NAMED THE TONGUE OF THE EGYPTIAN SEA. AND IT TURNS FROM HERE TOWARDS THE SOUTH TOWARDS THE MOUTH OF THE GREAT SEA ON THE SHORE OF (ITS) WATERS, AND IT EXTENDS TO THE WEST TO 'AFRA, AND IT EXTENDS TILL IT REACHES THE WATERS OF THE RIVER GIHON, AND TO THE SOUTH OF THE WATERS OF GIHON, TO THE BANKS OF THIS RIVER. AND IT EXTENDS TOWARDS THE EAST, TILL IT REACHES THE GARDEN OF EDEN, TO THE SOUTH THEREOF, [TO THE SOUTH] AND FROM THE EAST OF THE WHOLE LAND OF EDEN AND OF THE WHOLE EAST, IT TURNS TO THE EAST AND PROCEEDS TILL IT REACHES THE EAST OF THE MOUNTAIN NAMED RAFA, AND IT DESCENDS TO THE BANK OF THE MOUTH OF THE RIVER TINA. THIS PORTION CAME FORTH BY LOT FOR SHEM AND HIS SONS, THAT THEY SHOULD POSSESS IT FOR EVER UNTO HIS GENERATIONS FOR EVERMORE. AND NOAH REJOICED THAT THIS PORTION CAME FORTH FOR SHEM AND FOR HIS SONS, AND HE REMEMBERED ALL THAT HE HAD SPOKEN WITH HIS MOUTH IN PROPHECY, FOR HE HAD SAID: 'BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD OF SHEM AND MAY THE LORD DWELL IN THE DWELLING OF SHEM.' AND HE KNEW THAT THE GARDEN OF EDEN IS THE HOLY OF HOLIES, AND THE DWELLING OF THE LORD, AND MOUNT SINAI THE CENTER OF THE DESERT, AND MOUNT ZION, THE CENTER OF THE NAVEL OF THE EARTH: THESE THREE WERE CREATED AS HOLY PLACES FACING EACH OTHER. AND HE BLESSED THE GOD OF GODS, WHO HAD PUT THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD INTO HIS MOUTH, AND THE LORD FOR EVERMORE. AND HE KNEW THAT A BLESSED PORTION AND A BLESSING HAD COME TO SHEM AND HIS SONS UNTO THE GENERATIONS FOR EVER, THE WHOLE LAND OF EDEN AND THE WHOLE LAND OF THE RED SEA, AND THE WHOLE LAND OF THE EAST AND INDIA, AND ON THE RED SEA AND THE MOUNTAINS THEREOF, AND ALL THE LAND OF BASHAN, AND ALL THE LAND OF LEBANON AND THE ISLANDS OF KAFTUR, AND ALL THE MOUNTAINS OF SANIR AND 'AMANA, AND THE MOUNTAINS OF ASSHUR IN THE NORTH, AND ALL THE LAND OF ELAM, ASSHUR, AND BABEL, AND SUSAN AND MA'EDAI, AND ALL THE MOUNTAINS OF ARARAT, AND ALL THE REGION BEYOND THE SEA, WHICH IS BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS OF ASSHUR TOWARDS THE NORTH, A BLESSED AND SPACIOUS LAND, AND ALL THAT IS IN IT IS VERY GOOD. AND FOR HAM CAME FORTH THE SECOND PORTION, BEYOND THE GIHON TOWARDS THE SOUTH TO THE RIGHT OF THE GARDEN, AND IT EXTENDS TOWARDS THE SOUTH AND IT EXTENDS TO ALL THE MOUNTAINS OF FIRE, AND IT EXTENDS TOWARDS THE WEST TO THE SEA OF 'ATEL AND IT EXTENDS TOWARDS THE WEST TILL IT REACHES THE SEA OF MA'UK, THAT (SEA) INTO WHICH EVERYTHING WHICH IS NOT DESTROYED DESCENDS. AND IT GOES FORTH TOWARDS THE NORTH TO THE LIMITS OF GADIR, AND IT GOES FORTH TO THE COAST OF THE WATERS OF THE SEA TO THE WATERS OF THE GREAT SEA TILL IT DRAWS NEAR TO THE RIVER GIHON, AND GOES ALONG THE RIVER GIHON TILL IT REACHES THE RIGHT OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN. AND THIS IS THE LAND WHICH CAME FORTH FOR HAM AS THE PORTION WHICH HE WAS TO OCCUPY FOR EVER FOR HIMSELF AND HIS SONS UNTO THEIR GENERATIONS FOR EVER. AND FOR JAPHETH CAME FORTH THE THIRD PORTION BEYOND THE RIVER TINA TO THE NORTH OF THE OUTFLOW OF ITS WATERS, AND IT EXTENDS NORTH- EASTERLY TO THE WHOLE REGION OF GOG, AND TO ALL THE COUNTRY EAST THEREOF. AND IT EXTENDS NORTHERLY TO THE NORTH, AND IT EXTENDS TO THE MOUNTAINS OF QELT TOWARDS THE NORTH, AND TOWARDS THE SEA OF MA'UK, AND IT GOES FORTH TO THE EAST OF GADIR AS FAR AS THE REGION OF THE WATERS OF THE SEA. AND IT EXTENDS UNTIL IT APPROACHES THE WEST OF FARA AND IT RETURNS TOWARDS 'AFERAG, AND IT EXTENDS EASTERLY TO THE WATERS OF THE SEA OF ME'AT. AND IT EXTENDS TO THE REGION OF THE RIVER TINA IN A NORTH-EASTERLY DIRECTION UNTIL IT APPROACHES THE BOUNDARY OF ITS WATERS TOWARDS THE MOUNTAIN RAFA, AND IT TURNS [A] ROUND TOWARDS THE NORTH. THIS IS THE LAND WHICH CAME FORTH FOR JAPHETH AND HIS SONS AS THE PORTION OF HIS INHERITANCE WHICH HE SHOULD POSSESS FOR HIMSELF AND HIS SONS, FOR THEIR GENERATIONS FOR EVER, FIVE GREAT ISLANDS, AND A GREAT LAND IN THE NORTH. BUT IT IS COLD, AND THE LAND OF HAM IS HOT, AND THE LAND OF SHEM IS NEITHER HOT NOR COLD, BUT IT IS OF BLENDED COLD AND HEAT. AND HAM DIVIDED AMONGST HIS SONS, AND THE FIRST PORTION CAME FORTH FOR CUSH TOWARDS THE EAST, AND TO THE WEST OF HIM FOR MIZRAIM, AND TO THE WEST OF HIM FOR PUT, AND TO THE WEST OF HIM [AND TO THE WEST THEREOF] ON THE SEA FOR CANAAN. AND SHEM ALSO DIVIDED AMONGST HIS SONS, AND THE FIRST PORTION CAME FORTH FOR HAM AND HIS SONS, TO THE EAST OF THE RIVER TIGRIS TILL IT APPROACHES THE EAST, THE WHOLE LAND OF INDIA, AND ON THE RED SEA ON ITS COAST, AND THE WATERS OF DEDAN, AND ALL THE MOUNTAINS OF MEBRI AND ELA, AND ALL THE LAND OF SUSAN AND ALL THAT IS ON THE SIDE OF PHARNAK TO THE RED SEA AND THE RIVER TINA. AND FOR ASSHUR CAME FORTH THE SECOND PORTION, ALL THE LAND OF ASSHUR AND NINEVEH AND SHINAR AND TO THE BORDER OF INDIA, AND IT ASCENDS AND SKIRTS THE RIVER. AND FOR ARPACHSHAD CAME FORTH THE THIRD PORTION, ALL THE LAND OF THE REGION OF THE CHALDEES TO THE EAST OF THE EUPHRATES, BORDERING ON THE RED SEA, AND ALL THE WATERS OF THE DESERT CLOSE TO THE TONGUE OF THE SEA WHICH LOOKS TOWARDS EGYPT, ALL THE LAND OF LEBANON AND SANIR AND 'AMANA TO THE BORDER OF THE EUPHRATES. AND FOR ARAM THERE CAME FORTH THE FOURTH PORTION, ALL THE LAND OF MESOPOTAMIA BETWEEN THE TIGRIS AND THE EUPHRATES TO THE NORTH OF THE CHALDEES TO THE BORDER OF THE MOUNTAINS OF ASSHUR AND THE LAND OF 'ARARA. AND THERE CAME FORTH FOR LUD THE FIFTH PORTION, THE MOUNTAINS OF ASSHUR AND ALL APPERTAINING TO THEM TILL IT REACHES THE GREAT SEA, AND TILL IT REACHES THE EAST OF ASSHUR HIS BROTHER. AND JAPHETH ALSO DIVIDED THE LAND OF HIS INHERITANCE AMONGST HIS SONS. AND THE FIRST PORTION CAME FORTH FOR GOMER TO THE EAST FROM THE NORTH SIDE TO THE RIVER TINA, AND IN THE NORTH THERE CAME FORTH FOR MAGOG ALL THE INNER PORTIONS OF THE NORTH UNTIL IT REACHES TO THE SEA OF ME'AT. AND FOR MADAI CAME FORTH AS HIS PORTION THAT HE SHOULD POSSES FROM THE WEST OF HIS TWO BROTHERS TO THE ISLANDS, AND TO THE COASTS OF THE ISLANDS. AND FOR JAVAN CAME FORTH THE FOURTH PORTION EVERY ISLAND AND THE ISLANDS WHICH ARE TOWARDS THE BORDER OF LUD. AND FOR TUBAL THERE CAME FORTH THE FIFTH PORTION IN THE MIDST OF THE TONGUE WHICH APPROACHES TOWARDS THE BORDER OF THE PORTION OF LUD TO THE SECOND TONGUE, TO THE REGION BEYOND THE SECOND TONGUE UNTO THE THIRD TONGUE. AND FOR MESHECH CAME FORTH THE SIXTH PORTION, ALL THE REGION BEYOND THE THIRD TONGUE TILL IT APPROACHES THE EAST OF GADIR. AND FOR TIRAS THERE CAME FORTH THE SEVENTH PORTION, FOUR GREAT ISLANDS IN THE MIDST OF THE SEA, WHICH REACH TO THE PORTION OF HAM [AND THE ISLANDS OF KAMATURI CAME OUT BY LOT FOR THE SONS OF ARPACHSHAD AS HIS INHERITANCE]. AND THUS, THE SONS OF NOAH DIVIDED UNTO THEIR SONS IN THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF NOAH THEIR FATHER, AND HE BOUND THEM ALL BY AN OATH, IMPRECATING A [SEXUAL] CURSE ON EVERY ONE THAT SOUGHT TO SEIZE THE PORTION WHICH HAD NOT FALLEN (TO HIM) BY HIS LOT. AND THEY ALL SAID, 'SO BE IT; SO BE IT ' FOR THEMSELVES AND THEIR SONS FOR EVER THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS TILL THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, ON WHICH THE LORD GOD SHALL JUDGE THEM WITH A SWORD AND WITH FIRE FOR ALL THE UNCLEAN [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS OF THEIR [SEXUAL] ERRORS, WHEREWITH THEY HAVE FILLED THE EARTH WITH TRANSGRESSION AND [SEXUAL] UNCLEANNESS AND FORNICATION AND [SEXUAL] SIN. AND IN THE THIRD WEEK OF THIS JUBILEE THE UNCLEAN [SEXUAL] DEMONS BEGAN TO LEAD ASTRAY THE CHILDREN OF THE SONS OF NOAH, AND TO MAKE TO ERR AND DESTROY THEM. AND THE SONS OF NOAH CAME TO NOAH THEIR FATHER, AND THEY TOLD HIM CONCERNING THE DEMONS WHICH WERE LEADING ASTRAY AND BLINDING AND SLAYING HIS SONS' SONS. AND HE PRAYED BEFORE THE LORD HIS GOD, AND SAID: 'GOD OF THE SPIRITS OF ALL FLESH, WHO HAST SHOWN MERCY UNTO ME AND HAST SAVED ME AND MY SONS FROM THE WATERS OF THE FLOOD, AND HAST NOT CAUSED ME TO PERISH AS THOU DIDST THE SONS OF PERDITION, FOR THY GRACE HAS BEEN GREAT TOWARDS ME, AND GREAT HAS BEEN THY MERCY TO MY SOUL, LET THY GRACE BE LIFT UP UPON MY SONS, AND LET NOT [SEXUAL] WICKED SPIRITS RULE OVER THEM LEST THEY SHOULD DESTROY THEM FROM THE EARTH. BUT DO THOU BLESS ME AND MY SONS, THAT WE MAY INCREASE AND MULTIPLY AND REPLENISH THE EARTH. AND THOU KNOW HOW THY WATCHERS, THE FATHERS OF THESE SPIRITS, ACTED IN MY DAY: AND AS FOR THESE SPIRITS WHICH ARE LIVING, IMPRISON THEM AND HOLD THEM FAST IN THE PLACE OF CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION], AND LET THEM NOT BRING [SEXUAL] DESTRUCTION ON THE SONS OF THY SERVANT, MY GOD, FOR THESE ARE [SEXUALLY] MALIGNANT, AND CREATED IN ORDER TO DESTROY. AND LET THEM NOT RULE OVER THE SPIRITS OF THE LIVING, FOR THOU ALONE CANST EXERCISE DOMINION OVER THEM. AND LET THEM NOT HAVE POWER OVER THE SONS OF THE RIGHTEOUS FROM HENCEFORTH AND FOR EVERMORE.' AND THE LORD OUR GOD BADE US TO BIND ALL. AND THE CHIEF OF THE SPIRITS, MASTÊMÂ, CAME AND SAID: 'LORD, [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], LET SOME OF THEM REMAIN BEFORE ME, AND LET THEM HARKEN TO MY VOICE, AND DO ALL THAT I SHALL SAY UNTO THEM; FOR IF SOME OF THEM ARE NOT LEFT TO ME, I SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO EXECUTE THE POWER OF MY WILL ON THE SONS OF MEN, FOR THESE ARE FOR [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION AND LEADING ASTRAY BEFORE MY JUDGMENT, FOR GREAT IS THE [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS OF THE SONS OF MEN.' AND HE SAID: LET THE TENTH PART OF THEM REMAIN BEFORE HIM, AND LET NINE PARTS DESCEND INTO THE PLACE OF CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION].' AND ONE OF US HE COMMANDED THAT WE SHOULD TEACH NOAH ALL THEIR MEDICINES, FOR HE KNEW THAT THEY WOULD NOT WALK IN UPRIGHTNESS, NOR STRIVE IN [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND WE DID ACCORDING TO ALL HIS WORDS: ALL THE MALIGNANT [SEXUAL] EVIL ONES WE BOUND IN THE PLACE OF CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] AND A TENTH PART OF THEM WE LEFT THAT THEY MIGHT BE SUBJECT BEFORE SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ON THE EARTH. AND WE EXPLAINED TO NOAH ALL THE MEDICINES OF THEIR DISEASES, TOGETHER WITH THEIR [SEXUAL] SEDUCTIONS, HOW HE MIGHT HEAL THEM WITH HERBS OF THE EARTH. AND NOAH WROTE DOWN ALL THINGS IN A BOOK AS WE INSTRUCTED HIM CONCERNING EVERY KIND OF MEDICINE. THUS, THE EVIL [SEXUAL] SPIRITS WERE PRECLUDED FROM (HURTING) THE SONS OF NOAH. AND HE GAVE ALL THAT HE HAD WRITTEN TO SHEM, HIS ELDEST SON, FOR HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM EXCEEDINGLY ABOVE ALL HIS SONS. AND NOAH SLEPT WITH HIS FATHERS, AND WAS BURIED ON MOUNT LUBAR IN THE LAND OF ARARAT. NINE HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS HE COMPLETED IN HIS LIFE, NINETEEN JUBILEES AND TWO WEEKS AND FIVE YEARS. AND IN HIS LIFE ON EARTH HE EXCELLED THE CHILDREN OF MEN SAVE [EXCEPT] ENOCH BECAUSE OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHEREIN HE WAS PERFECT. FOR ENOCH'S OFFICE WAS ORDAINED FOR A [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY TO THE GENERATIONS OF THE WORLD [JUDE 14-15], SO THAT HE SHOULD RECOUNT ALL THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF GENERATION UNTO GENERATION, TILL THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 
THE TOWER OF BABEL NAMED THE UNIVERSAL OVERTHROW
AND IN THE THREE AND THIRTIETH JUBILEE, IN THE FIRST YEAR IN THE SECOND WEEK, PELEG TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE, WHOSE NAME WAS LOMNA THE DAUGHTER OF SINA'AR, AND SHE BARE HIM A SON IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THIS WEEK, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME REU, FOR HE SAID: 'BEHOLD THE CHILDREN OF MEN HAVE BECOME EVIL THROUGH THE WICKED [SEXUAL] PURPOSE OF BUILDING FOR THEMSELVES A CITY AND A TOWER IN THE LAND OF SHINAR.' FOR THEY DEPARTED FROM THE LAND OF ARARAT EASTWARD TO SHINAR, FOR IN HIS DAYS THEY BUILT THE CITY AND THE TOWER, SAYING, 'GO TO, LET US ASCEND THEREBY INTO HEAVEN.' AND THEY BEGAN TO BUILD, AND IN THE FOURTH WEEK THEY MADE BRICK WITH FIRE, AND THE BRICKS SERVED THEM FOR STONE, AND THE CLAY WITH WHICH THEY CEMENTED THEM TOGETHER WAS ASPHALT WHICH COMES OUT OF THE SEA, AND OUT OF THE FOUNTAINS OF WATER IN THE LAND OF SHINAR. AND THEY BUILT IT: FORTY AND THREE YEARS WERE THEY BUILDING IT, ITS BREADTH WAS 203 BRICKS, AND THE HEIGHT (OF A BRICK) WAS THE THIRD OF ONE, ITS HEIGHT AMOUNTED TO 5,433 CUBITS [92,361 FEET FOR A CUBIT OF 17 INCHES IS 17.5 MILES BASED ON THE SHADOW OF THE TOWER & THE CIRCUMFERENCE OF 360 DEGREES TURNING EVERY WAY IS 35.0 MILES, 97,794 FEET FOR A CUBIT OF 18 INCHES IS 18.5 MILES BASED ON THE SHADOW OF THE TOWER & THE CIRCUMFERENCE OF 360 DEGREES TURNING EVERY WAY IS 37.1 MILES, 119,526 FEET FOR A CUBIT OF 22 INCHES IS 22.6 MILES BASED ON THE SHADOW OF THE TOWER & THE CIRCUMFERENCE OF 360 DEGREES TURNING EVERY WAY IS 45.3 MILES] AND 2 PALMS, AND (THE EXTENT OF ONE WALL WAS) THIRTEEN STADES (AND OF THE OTHER THIRTY STADES). AND THE LORD OUR GOD SAID UNTO US: BEHOLD, THEY ARE ONE PEOPLE, AND (THIS) THEY BEGIN TO DO, AND NOW NOTHING WILL BE WITHHOLDEN FROM THEM. GO TO, LET US GO DOWN AND [SEXUALLY] CONFOUND THEIR LANGUAGE, THAT THEY MAY NOT UNDERSTAND ONE ANOTHER'S SPEECH, AND THEY MAY BE DISPERSED INTO CITIES AND NATIONS, AND ONE PURPOSE WILL NO LONGER ABIDE WITH THEM TILL THE DAY OF JUDGMENT.' AND THE LORD DESCENDED, AND WE DESCENDED WITH HIM TO SEE THE CITY AND THE TOWER WHICH THE CHILDREN OF MEN HAD BUILT. AND HE [SEXLESSLY] CONFOUNDED THEIR LANGUAGE, AND THEY NO LONGER UNDERSTOOD ONE ANOTHER'S SPEECH, AND THEY CEASED THEN TO BUILD THE CITY AND THE TOWER. FOR THIS REASON, THE WHOLE LAND OF SHINAR IS CALLED BABEL, BECAUSE THE LORD DID THERE [SEXLESSLY] CONFOUND ALL THE LANGUAGE OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND FROM THENCE THEY WERE DISPERSED INTO THEIR CITIES, EACH ACCORDING TO HIS LANGUAGE AND HIS NATION. AND THE LORD SENT A MIGHTY WIND AGAINST THE TOWER AND OVERTHREW IT UPON THE EARTH, AND BEHOLD IT WAS BETWEEN ASSHUR AND BABYLON IN THE LAND OF SHINAR, AND THEY CALLED ITS [UNIVERSAL] NAME 'OVERTHROW' [THIS MEANS IN THE ULTIMATE BEGINNING THE JERUSALEM, ISRAEL ENGLISH METROPOLITAN AREA TIMELINE IN PALESTINE IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 IS 100.0001% PROTECTED AS THE THRONE SANCTUARY OF THE HOLY LAND, THE BIBLE BELT, KNOWN AS THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S HOUSE BARRACKS AUTHORITY, THE KINGDOM OF LORDSHIP IN REVELATION 20:7-10 AFTER THE TRIBULATION OF 3 YEARS & 6 MONTHS HAS BEEN FULFILLED AND THE REST OF THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT IS OVERTHROWN BY THE LORD, WHICH MEANS YOU MAY STILL HEAR THE LORD’S VOICE & SPEAK ENGLISH, BUT SHALL HAVE NO UNDERSTANDING OF ITS ENGLISH MEANING OUTSIDE OF THE JERUSALEM, ISRAEL AREA, WHICH ARE CALLED ETERNAL DUMBASSES & ETERNAL BARBARIANS IN 2ND PETER 2:16 & IN ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 28:1-8 AND IN THE ULTIMATE ENDING THE FLORENCE, SC METROPOLITAN ENGLISH AREA TIMELINE IN THE USA IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 IS 100.0001% PROTECTED AS THE THRONE SANCTUARY OF THE GLORIOUS LAND, THE BIBLE BELT, KNOWN AS THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S HOUSE BARRACKS AUTHORITY, THE KINGDOM OF LORDSHIP IN DANIEL 8:9-14 AFTER THE TRIBULATION OF 3 YEARS, 1 MONTH & 25 DAYS HAS BEEN FULFILLED AND THE REST OF NORTH AMERICA & ALL OF SOUTH AMERICA IS OVERTHROWN BY THE LORD, WHICH MEANS YOU MAY STILL HEAR THE LORD’S VOICE & SPEAK ENGLISH, BUT SHALL HAVE NO UNDERSTANDING OF ITS ENGLISH MEANING OUTSIDE OF THE FLORENCE, SC AREA, WHICH ARE CALLED ETERNAL DUMBASSES & ETERNAL BARBARIANS IN 2ND PETER 2:16 & IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 28:1-8]. IN THE FOURTH WEEK IN THE FIRST YEAR IN THE BEGINNING THEREOF IN THE FOUR AND THIRTIETH JUBILEE, WERE THEY DISPERSED FROM THE LAND OF SHINAR. AND HAM AND HIS SONS WENT INTO THE LAND WHICH HE WAS TO OCCUPY, WHICH HE ACQUIRED AS HIS PORTION IN THE LAND OF THE SOUTH. AND CANAAN SAW THE LAND OF LEBANON TO THE RIVER OF EGYPT, THAT IT WAS VERY GOOD, AND HE WENT NOT INTO THE LAND OF HIS INHERITANCE TO THE WEST (THAT IS TO) THE SEA, AND HE DWELT IN THE LAND OF LEBANON, EASTWARD AND WESTWARD FROM THE BORDER OF JORDAN AND FROM THE BORDER OF THE SEA. AND HAM, HIS FATHER, AND CUSH AND MIZRAIM HIS BROTHERS SAID UNTO HIM: 'THOU HAST SETTLED IN A LAND WHICH IS NOT THINE, AND WHICH DID NOT FALL TO US BY LOT: DO NOT DO SO; FOR IF THOU DOST DO SO, THOU AND THY SONS WILL [SEXUALLY] FALL IN THE LAND AND (BE) ACCURSED THROUGH SEDITION, FOR BY SEDITION YE HAVE SETTLED, AND BY SEDITION WILL THY CHILDREN [SEXUALLY] FALL, AND THOU SHALT BE ROOTED OUT FOR EVER. DWELL NOT IN THE DWELLING OF SHEM, FOR TO SHEM AND TO HIS SONS DID IT COME BY THEIR LOT. CURSED ART THOU, AND CURSED SHALT THOU BE BEYOND ALL THE SONS OF NOAH, BY THE CURSE BY WHICH WE BOUND OURSELVES BY AN OATH IN THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY JUDGE [JAMES 4:12], AND IN THE PRESENCE OF NOAH OUR FATHER.' BUT HE DID NOT HARKEN UNTO THEM, AND DWELT IN THE LAND OF LEBANON FROM HAMATH TO THE ENTERING OF EGYPT, HE AND HIS SONS UNTIL THIS DAY. AND FOR THIS REASON, THAT LAND IS NAMED CANAAN. AND JAPHETH AND HIS SONS WENT TOWARDS THE SEA AND DWELT IN THE LAND OF THEIR PORTION, AND MADAI SAW THE LAND OF THE SEA AND IT DID NOT PLEASE HIM, AND HE BEGGED A (PORTION) FROM HAM AND ASSHUR AND ARPACHSHAD, HIS WIFE'S BROTHER, AND HE DWELT IN THE LAND OF MEDIA, NEAR TO HIS WIFE'S BROTHER UNTIL THIS DAY. AND HE CALLED HIS DWELLING-PLACE, AND THE DWELLING-PLACE OF HIS SONS, MEDIA, AFTER THE NAME OF THEIR FATHER MADAI. AND IN THE THIRTY-FIFTH JUBILEE, IN THE THIRD WEEK, IN THE FIRST YEAR THEREOF, REU TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE, AND HER NAME WAS 'ÔRÂ, THE DAUGHTER OF 'ÛR, THE SON OF KESED, AND SHE BARE HIM A SON, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME SÊRÔH, IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THIS WEEK IN THIS JUBILEE. 
THE WAR OF NOAH’S SONS
AND THE SONS OF NOAH BEGAN TO WAR ON EACH OTHER, TO TAKE CAPTIVE AND TO SLAY EACH OTHER, AND TO SHED THE BLOOD OF MEN ON THE EARTH, AND TO EAT BLOOD, AND TO BUILD STRONG CITIES, AND WALLS, AND TOWERS, AND INDIVIDUALS (BEGAN) TO EXALT THEMSELVES ABOVE THE NATION, AND TO FOUND THE BEGINNINGS OF KINGDOMS, AND TO GO TO WAR PEOPLE AGAINST PEOPLE, AND NATION AGAINST NATION, AND CITY AGAINST CITY, AND ALL (BEGAN) TO DO [SEXUAL] EVIL, AND TO ACQUIRE ARMS, AND TO TEACH THEIR SONS WAR, AND THEY BEGAN TO CAPTURE CITIES, AND TO SELL MALE AND FEMALE SLAVES. AND 'ÛR, THE SON OF KESED, BUILT THE CITY OF 'ARA OF THE CHALDEES, AND CALLED ITS NAME AFTER HIS OWN NAME AND THE NAME OF HIS FATHER. AND THEY MADE FOR THEMSELVES MOLTEN IMAGES, AND THEY WORSHIPPED EACH THE IDOL, THE MOLTEN IMAGE WHICH THEY HAD MADE FOR THEMSELVES, AND THEY BEGAN TO MAKE GRAVEN IMAGES AND UNCLEAN SIMULACRA [LIKENESS], AND MALIGNANT SPIRITS ASSISTED AND [SEXUALLY] SEDUCED (THEM) INTO COMMITTING TRANSGRESSION AND UNCLEANNESS. AND THE PRINCE MASTÊMÂ EXERTED HIMSELF TO DO ALL THIS, AND HE SENT FORTH OTHER SPIRITS, THOSE WHICH WERE PUT UNDER HIS HAND, TO DO ALL MANNER OF WRONG AND [SEXUAL] SIN, AND ALL MANNER OF TRANSGRESSION, TO [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT AND DESTROY, AND TO SHED BLOOD UPON THE EARTH. FOR THIS REASON, HE CALLED THE NAME OF SÊRÔH, SERUG, FOR EVERY ONE TURNED TO DO ALL MANNER OF [SEXUAL] SIN AND TRANSGRESSION. AND HE GREW UP, AND DWELT IN UR OF THE CHALDEES, NEAR TO THE FATHER OF HIS WIFE'S MOTHER, AND HE WORSHIPPED IDOLS, AND HE TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE IN THE THIRTY-SIXTH JUBILEE, IN THE FIFTH WEEK, IN THE FIRST YEAR THEREOF, AND HER NAME WAS MELKA, THE DAUGHTER OF KABER, THE DAUGHTER OF HIS FATHER'S BROTHER. AND SHE, BARE HIM NAHOR, IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THIS WEEK, AND HE GREW AND DWELT IN UR OF THE CHALDEES, AND HIS FATHER TAUGHT HIM THE RESEARCHES OF THE CHALDEES TO DIVINE AND AUGUR, ACCORDING TO THE SIGNS OF HEAVEN. AND IN THE THIRTY-SEVENTH JUBILEE IN THE SIXTH WEEK, IN THE FIRST YEAR THEREOF, HE TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE, AND HER NAME WAS 'IJASKA, THE DAUGHTER OF NESTAG OF THE CHALDEES. AND SHE, BARE HIM TERAH IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THIS WEEK. AND THE PRINCE MASTÊMÂ SENT RAVENS AND BIRDS TO DEVOUR THE SEED WHICH WAS SOWN IN THE LAND, IN ORDER TO DESTROY THE LAND, AND ROB THE CHILDREN OF MEN OF THEIR LABORS. BEFORE THEY COULD PLOUGH IN THE SEED, THE RAVENS PICKED (IT) FROM THE SURFACE OF THE GROUND. AND FOR THIS REASON, HE CALLED HIS NAME TERAH BECAUSE THE RAVENS AND THE BIRDS REDUCED THEM TO DESTITUTION AND DEVOURED THEIR SEED. AND THE YEARS BEGAN TO BE BARREN, OWING TO THE BIRDS, AND THEY DEVOURED ALL THE FRUIT OF THE TREES FROM THE TREES: IT WAS ONLY WITH GREAT EFFORT THAT THEY COULD SAVE A LITTLE OF ALL THE FRUIT OF THE EARTH IN THEIR DAYS. 
ABRAM IS SAVED FROM SEXUAL ERROR & THE FAMILY OF ABRAM
AND IN THIS THIRTY-NINTH JUBILEE, IN THE SECOND WEEK IN THE FIRST YEAR, TERAH TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE, AND HER NAME WAS 'EDNA, THE DAUGHTER OF 'ABRAM, THE DAUGHTER OF HIS FATHER'S SISTER. AND IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THIS WEEK SHE, BARE HIM A SON, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME ABRAM, BY THE NAME OF THE FATHER OF HIS MOTHER, FOR HE HAD DIED BEFORE HIS DAUGHTER HAD CONCEIVED A SON. AND THE CHILD BEGAN TO UNDERSTAND THE [SEXUAL] ERRORS OF THE EARTH THAT ALL WENT ASTRAY AFTER GRAVEN IMAGES AND AFTER UNCLEANNESS, AND HIS FATHER TAUGHT HIM WRITING, AND HE WAS TWO WEEKS OF YEARS OLD, AND HE SEPARATED HIMSELF FROM HIS FATHER, THAT HE MIGHT NOT WORSHIP IDOLS WITH HIM. AND HE BEGAN TO PRAY TO THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL THINGS THAT HE MIGHT SAVE HIM FROM THE [SEXUAL] ERRORS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND THAT HIS PORTION SHOULD NOT FALL INTO [SEXUAL] ERROR AFTER UNCLEANNESS AND VILENESS. AND THE SEED TIME CAME FOR THE SOWING OF SEED UPON THE LAND, AND THEY ALL WENT FORTH TOGETHER TO PROTECT THEIR SEED AGAINST THE RAVENS, AND ABRAM WENT FORTH WITH THOSE THAT WENT, AND THE CHILD WAS A LAD OF FOURTEEN YEARS. AND A CLOUD OF RAVENS CAME TO DEVOUR THE SEED, AND ABRAM RAN TO MEET THEM BEFORE THEY SETTLED ON THE GROUND, AND CRIED TO THEM BEFORE THEY SETTLED ON THE GROUND TO DEVOUR THE SEED, AND SAID, ' DESCEND NOT: RETURN TO THE PLACE WHENCE YE CAME,' AND THEY PROCEEDED TO TURN BACK. AND HE CAUSED THE CLOUDS OF RAVENS TO TURN BACK THAT DAY SEVENTY TIMES, AND OF ALL THE RAVENS THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND WHERE ABRAM WAS THERE SETTLED THERE NOT SO MUCH AS ONE. AND ALL WHO WERE WITH HIM THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND SAW HIM CRY OUT, AND ALL THE RAVENS TURN BACK, AND HIS NAME BECAME GREAT IN ALL THE LAND OF THE CHALDEES. AND THERE CAME TO HIM THIS YEAR ALL THOSE THAT WISHED TO SOW, AND HE WENT WITH THEM UNTIL THE TIME OF SOWING CEASED: AND THEY SOWED THEIR LAND, AND THAT YEAR THEY BROUGHT ENOUGH GRAIN HOME AND EAT AND WERE SATISFIED. AND IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE FIFTH WEEK ABRAM TAUGHT THOSE WHO MADE IMPLEMENTS FOR OXEN, THE ARTIFICERS IN WOOD, AND THEY MADE A VESSEL ABOVE THE GROUND, FACING THE FRAME OF THE PLOUGH, IN ORDER TO PUT THE SEED THEREON, AND THE SEED FELL DOWN THEREFROM UPON THE SHARE OF THE PLOUGH, AND WAS HIDDEN IN THE EARTH, AND THEY NO LONGER FEARED THE RAVENS. AND AFTER THIS MANNER THEY MADE (VESSELS) ABOVE THE GROUND ON ALL THE FRAMES OF THE PLOUGHS, AND THEY SOWED AND TILLED ALL THE LAND, ACCORDING AS ABRAM COMMANDED THEM, AND THEY NO LONGER FEARED THE BIRDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE SIXTH WEEK, IN THE SEVENTH YEAR THEREOF, THAT ABRAM SAID TO TERAH HIS FATHER, SAYING, 'FATHER!' AND HE SAID, 'BEHOLD, HERE AM I, MY SON.' AND HE SAID, 'WHAT HELP AND PROFIT HAVE WE FROM THOSE IDOLS WHICH THOU DOST WORSHIP, AND BEFORE WHICH THOU DOST BOW THYSELF? FOR THERE IS NO SPIRIT IN THEM, FOR THEY ARE DUMB FORMS, AND A MISLEADING OF THE HEART. WORSHIP THEM NOT: WORSHIP THE GOD OF HEAVEN, WHO CAUSES THE RAIN AND THE DEW TO DESCEND ON THE EARTH AND DOES EVERYTHING UPON THE EARTH, AND HAS CREATED EVERYTHING BY HIS WORD, AND ALL LIFE IS FROM BEFORE HIS FACE. WHY DO YE WORSHIP THINGS THAT HAVE NO SPIRIT IN THEM? FOR THEY ARE THE WORK OF (MEN'S) HANDS, AND ON YOUR SHOULDERS DO YE BEAR THEM, AND YE HAVE NO HELP FROM THEM, BUT THEY ARE A GREAT CAUSE OF SHAME TO THOSE WHO MAKE THEM, AND A MISLEADING OF THE HEART TO THOSE WHO WORSHIP THEM: WORSHIP THEM NOT.' AND HIS FATHER SAID UNTO HIM, I ALSO KNOW IT, MY SON, BUT WHAT SHALL I DO WITH A PEOPLE WHO HAVE MADE ME TO SERVE BEFORE THEM? AND IF I TELL THEM THE TRUTH, THEY WILL SLAY ME, FOR THEIR SOUL CLEAVES TO THEM TO WORSHIP THEM AND HONOR THEM. KEEP SILENT, MY SON, LEST THEY SLAY THEE.' AND THESE WORDS HE SPOKE TO HIS TWO BROTHERS, AND THEY WERE ANGRY WITH HIM AND HE KEPT SILENT. AND IN THE FORTIETH JUBILEE, IN THE SECOND WEEK, IN THE SEVENTH YEAR THEREOF, ABRAM TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE, AND HER NAME WAS SARAI, THE DAUGHTER OF HIS FATHER, AND SHE BECAME HIS WIFE. AND HARAN, HIS BROTHER, TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE IN THE THIRD YEAR OF THE THIRD WEEK, AND SHE BARE HIM A SON IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THIS WEEK, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME LOT. AND NAHOR, HIS BROTHER, TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE. AND IN THE SIXTIETH YEAR OF THE LIFE OF ABRAM, THAT IS, IN THE FOURTH WEEK, IN THE FOURTH YEAR THEREOF, ABRAM AROSE BY NIGHT, AND BURNED THE HOUSE OF THE IDOLS, AND HE BURNED ALL THAT WAS IN THE HOUSE AND NO MAN KNEW IT. AND THEY AROSE IN THE NIGHT AND SOUGHT TO SAVE THEIR GODS FROM THE MIDST OF THE FIRE. AND HARAN HASTED TO SAVE THEM, BUT THE FIRE FLAMED OVER HIM, AND HE WAS BURNT IN THE FIRE, AND HE DIED IN UR OF THE CHALDEES BEFORE TERAH HIS FATHER, AND THEY BURIED HIM IN UR OF THE CHALDEES. AND TERAH WENT FORTH FROM UR OF THE CHALDEES, HE AND HIS SONS, TO GO INTO THE LAND OF LEBANON AND INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND HE DWELT IN THE LAND OF HARAN, AND ABRAM DWELT WITH TERAH HIS FATHER IN HARAN TWO WEEKS OF YEARS. AND IN THE SIXTH WEEK, IN THE FIFTH YEAR THEREOF, ABRAM SAT UP THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT ON THE NEW MOON OF THE SEVENTH MONTH TO OBSERVE THE STARS FROM THE EVENING TO THE MORNING, IN ORDER TO SEE WHAT WOULD BE THE CHARACTER OF THE YEAR WITH REGARD TO THE RAINS, AND HE WAS ALONE AS HE SAT AND OBSERVED. AND A WORD CAME INTO HIS HEART AND HE SAID: ALL THE SIGNS OF THE STARS, AND THE SIGNS OF THE MOON AND OF THE SUN ARE ALL IN THE HAND OF THE LORD. WHY DO I SEARCH (THEM) OUT? IF HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRES, HE CAUSES IT TO RAIN, MORNING AND EVENING, AND IF HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRES, HE WITHHOLDS IT, AND ALL THINGS ARE IN HIS HAND.' AND HE PRAYED THAT NIGHT AND SAID, 'MY GOD, GOD MOST HIGH [JEHOVAH IS THE TITLE FOR THE LORD], THOU, ALONE ART MY GOD, AND THEE AND THY DOMINION HAVE I CHOSEN. AND THOU HAST CREATED ALL THINGS, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE THE WORK OF THY HANDS. DELIVER ME FROM THE [SEXUAL] HANDS OF EVIL SPIRITS WHO HAVE DOMINION OVER THE THOUGHTS OF MEN'S HEARTS, AND LET THEM NOT LEAD ME ASTRAY FROM THEE, MY GOD. AND STABLISH THOU ME AND MY SEED FOR EVER, THAT WE GO NOT ASTRAY FROM HENCEFORTH AND FOR EVERMORE.' AND HE SAID, 'SHALL I RETURN UNTO UR OF THE CHALDEES WHO SEEK MY FACE THAT I MAY RETURN TO THEM, AM I TO REMAIN HERE IN THIS PLACE? THE RIGHT PATH BEFORE THEE PROSPER IT IN THE HANDS OF THY SERVANT THAT HE MAY FULFIL (IT) AND THAT I MAY NOT WALK IN THE DECEITFULNESS OF MY HEART, O MY GOD.' 
THE HOLY CALL OF ABRAM
AND HE MADE AN END OF SPEAKING AND PRAYING, AND BEHOLD THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD WAS SENT TO HIM THROUGH ME, SAYING: 'GET THEE UP FROM THY COUNTRY, AND FROM THY KINDRED AND FROM THE HOUSE OF THY FATHER UNTO A LAND WHICH I WILL SHOW THEE, AND I SHALL MAKE THEE A GREAT AND NUMEROUS NATION, AND I WILL BLESS THEE AND I WILL MAKE THY NAME GREAT, AND THOU SHALT BE BLESSED IN THE EARTH, AND IN THEE SHALL ALL FAMILIES OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED, AND I WILL BLESS THEM THAT BLESS THEE, AND CURSE THEM THAT CURSE THEE. AND I WILL BE A GOD TO THEE AND THY SON, AND TO THY SON'S SON, AND TO ALL THY SEED: FEAR NOT, FROM HENCEFORTH AND UNTO ALL GENERATIONS OF THE EARTH, I AM THY GOD.' AND THE LORD GOD SAID: 'OPEN HIS MOUTH AND HIS EARS, THAT HE MAY HEAR AND SPEAK WITH HIS MOUTH, WITH THE LANGUAGE WHICH HAS BEEN REVEALED'; FOR IT HAD CEASED FROM THE MOUTHS OF ALL THE CHILDREN OF MEN FROM THE DAY OF THE OVERTHROW (OF BABEL). AND I OPENED HIS MOUTH, AND HIS EARS AND HIS LIPS, AND I BEGAN TO SPEAK WITH HIM IN HEBREW IN THE TONGUE OF THE CREATION. AND HE TOOK THE BOOKS OF HIS FATHERS, AND THESE WERE WRITTEN IN HEBREW, AND HE TRANSCRIBED THEM, AND HE BEGAN FROM HENCEFORTH TO STUDY THEM, AND I MADE KNOWN TO HIM THAT WHICH HE COULD NOT (UNDERSTAND), AND HE STUDIED THEM DURING THE SIX RAINY MONTHS. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THE SIXTH WEEK THAT HE SPOKE TO HIS FATHER AND INFORMED HIM, THAT HE WOULD LEAVE HARAN TO GO INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN TO SEE IT AND RETURN TO HIM. AND TERAH HIS FATHER SAID UNTO HIM; GO IN PEACE: MAY THE ETERNAL GOD MAKE THY PATH STRAIGHT. AND THE LORD [(BE) WITH THEE, AND] PROTECT THEE FROM ALL [SEXUAL] EVIL, AND GRANT UNTO THEE GRACE, MERCY AND FAVOR BEFORE THOSE WHO SEE THEE, AND MAY NONE OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN HAVE POWER OVER THEE TO HARM THEE, GO IN PEACE. AND IF THOU SEE A LAND PLEASANT TO THY EYES TO DWELL IN, THEN ARISE AND TAKE ME TO THEE AND TAKE LOT WITH THEE, THE SON OF HARAN THY BROTHER AS THINE OWN SON: THE LORD BE WITH THEE. AND NAHOR THY BROTHER, LEAVE WITH ME TILL THOU RETURN IN PEACE, AND WE GO WITH THEE ALL TOGETHER.' AND ABRAM JOURNEYED FROM HARAN, AND HE TOOK SARAI, HIS WIFE, AND LOT, HIS BROTHER HARAN'S SON, TO THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND HE CAME INTO ASSHUR, AND PROCEEDED TO SHECHEM, AND DWELT NEAR A LOFTY OAK. AND HE SAW, AND, BEHOLD, THE LAND WAS VERY PLEASANT FROM THE ENTERING OF HAMATH TO THE LOFTY OAK. AND THE LORD SAID TO HIM: 'TO THEE AND TO THY SEED WILL I GIVE THIS LAND.' AND HE BUILT AN ALTAR THERE, AND HE OFFERED THEREON A BURNT SACRIFICE TO THE LORD, WHO HAD APPEARED TO HIM. AND HE REMOVED FROM THENCE UNTO THE MOUNTAIN…BETHEL ON THE WEST AND AI ON THE EAST, AND PITCHED HIS TENT THERE. AND HE SAW AND BEHOLD, THE LAND WAS VERY WIDE AND GOOD, AND EVERYTHING GREW THEREON -VINES AND FIGS AND POMEGRANATES, OAKS AND ILEXES, AND TEREBINTHS AND OIL TREES, AND CEDARS AND CYPRESSES AND DATE TREES, AND ALL TREES OF THE FIELD, AND THERE WAS WATER ON THE MOUNTAINS. AND HE BLESSED THE LORD WHO HAD LED HIM OUT OF UR OF THE CHALDEES, AND HAD BROUGHT HIM TO THIS LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE FIRST YEAR, IN THE SEVENTH WEEK, ON THE NEW MOON OF THE FIRST MONTH, THAT HE BUILT AN ALTAR ON THIS MOUNTAIN, AND CALLED ON THE NAME OF THE LORD: 'THOU, THE ETERNAL GOD, ART MY GOD.' AND HE OFFERED ON THE ALTAR A BURNT SACRIFICE UNTO THE LORD THAT HE SHOULD BE WITH HIM AND NOT FORSAKE HIM ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE. AND HE REMOVED FROM THENCE AND WENT TOWARDS THE SOUTH, AND HE CAME TO HEBRON AND HEBRON WAS BUILT AT THAT TIME, AND HE DWELT THERE TWO YEARS, AND HE WENT (THENCE) INTO THE LAND OF THE SOUTH, TO BEALOTH, AND THERE WAS A FAMINE IN THE LAND. AND ABRAM WENT INTO EGYPT IN THE THIRD YEAR OF THE WEEK, AND HE DWELT IN EGYPT FIVE YEARS BEFORE HIS WIFE WAS TORN AWAY FROM HIM. NOW TANAIS IN EGYPT WAS AT THAT TIME BUILT, SEVEN YEARS AFTER HEBRON. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN PHARAOH SEIZED SARAI, THE WIFE OF ABRAM THAT THE LORD PLAGUED PHARAOH AND HIS HOUSE WITH GREAT PLAGUES BECAUSE OF SARAI, ABRAM'S WIFE. AND ABRAM WAS VERY GLORIOUS BY REASON OF POSSESSIONS IN SHEEP, AND CATTLE, AND ASSES, AND HORSES, AND CAMELS, AND MENSERVANTS, AND MAIDSERVANTS, AND IN SILVER AND GOLD EXCEEDINGLY. AND LOT ALSO HIS BROTHER'S SON, WAS WEALTHY. AND PHARAOH GAVE BACK SARAI, THE WIFE OF ABRAM, AND HE SENT HIM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND HE JOURNEYED TO THE PLACE WHERE HE HAD PITCHED HIS TENT AT THE BEGINNING, TO THE PLACE OF THE ALTAR, WITH AI ON THE EAST, AND BETHEL ON THE WEST, AND HE BLESSED THE LORD HIS GOD WHO HAD BROUGHT HIM BACK IN PEACE. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE FORTY-FIRST JUBILEE IN THE THIRD YEAR OF THE FIRST WEEK, THAT HE RETURNED TO THIS PLACE AND OFFERED THEREON A BURNT SACRIFICE, AND CALLED ON THE NAME OF THE LORD, AND SAID: 'THOU, THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], ART MY GOD FOR EVER AND EVER.' AND IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THIS WEEK LOT PARTED FROM HIM, AND LOT DWELT IN SODOM, AND THE MEN OF SODOM WERE [SEXUAL] SINNERS EXCEEDINGLY. AND IT GRIEVED HIM IN HIS HEART THAT HIS BROTHER'S SON HAD PARTED FROM HIM, FOR HE HAD NO CHILDREN. IN THAT YEAR WHEN LOT WAS TAKEN CAPTIVE, THE LORD SAID UNTO ABRAM, AFTER THAT LOT HAD PARTED FROM HIM, IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THIS WEEK: 'LIFT UP THINE EYES FROM THE PLACE WHERE THOU ART DWELLING, NORTHWARD AND SOUTHWARD, AND WESTWARD AND EASTWARD. FOR ALL THE LAND WHICH THOU SEE I WILL GIVE TO THEE AND TO THY SEED FOR EVER, AND I WILL MAKE THY SEED AS THE SAND OF THE SEA: THOUGH A MAN MAY NUMBER THE DUST OF THE EARTH, YET THY SEED SHALL NOT BE NUMBERED. ARISE, WALK (THROUGH THE LAND) IN THE LENGTH OF IT AND THE BREADTH OF IT, AND SEE IT ALL; FOR TO THY SEED WILL I GIVE IT.' AND ABRAM WENT TO HEBRON, AND DWELT THERE. AND IN THIS YEAR CAME CHEDORLAOMER, KING OF ELAM, AND AMRAPHEL, KING OF SHINAR, AND ARIOCH KING OF SELLASAR, AND TERGAL, KING OF NATIONS, AND SLEW THE KING OF GOMORRAH, AND THE KING OF SODOM FLED, AND MANY FELL THROUGH WOUNDS IN THE VALE OF SIDDIM, BY THE SALT SEA. AND THEY TOOK CAPTIVE SODOM AND ADAM AND ZEBOIM, AND THEY TOOK CAPTIVE LOT ALSO, THE SON OF ABRAM'S BROTHER, AND ALL HIS POSSESSIONS, AND THEY WENT TO DAN. AND ONE WHO HAD ESCAPED CAME AND TOLD ABRAM THAT HIS BROTHER'S SON HAD BEEN TAKEN CAPTIVE AND (ABRAM) ARMED HIS HOUSEHOLD SERVANTS…FOR ABRAM, AND FOR HIS SEED, A TENTH OF THE FIRST FRUITS TO THE LORD, AND THE LORD ORDAINED IT AS AN ORDINANCE FOR EVER THAT THEY SHOULD GIVE IT TO THE PRIESTS WHO SERVED BEFORE HIM, THAT THEY SHOULD POSSESS IT FOR EVER. AND TO THIS [SEXLESS] LAW THERE IS NO LIMIT OF DAYS, FOR HE HATH ORDAINED IT FOR THE GENERATIONS FOR EVER THAT THEY SHOULD GIVE TO THE LORD THE TENTH OF EVERYTHING, OF THE SEED AND OF THE WINE AND OF THE OIL AND OF THE CATTLE AND OF THE SHEEP. AND HE GAVE (IT) UNTO HIS PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] TO EAT AND TO DRINK WITH JOY BEFORE HIM. AND THE KING OF SODOM CAME TO HIM AND BOWED HIMSELF BEFORE HIM, AND SAID: 'OUR LORD ABRAM, GIVE UNTO US THE SOULS WHICH THOU HAST RESCUED, BUT LET THE BOOTY BE THINE.' AND ABRAM SAID UNTO HIM: 'I LIFT UP MY HANDS TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], THAT FROM A THREAD TO A SHOE-LATCHET I SHALL NOT TAKE AUGHT THAT IS THINE LEST THOU SHOULD SAY, I HAVE MADE ABRAM RICH, SAVE ONLY WHAT THE YOUNG MEN HAVE EATEN, AND THE PORTION OF THE MEN WHO WENT WITH ME, ANER, ESCHOL, AND MAMRE. THESE SHALL TAKE THEIR PORTION.' AFTER THESE THINGS, IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THIS WEEK, ON THE NEW MOON OF THE THIRD MONTH, THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO ABRAM IN A DREAM, SAYING: 'FEAR NOT, ABRAM, I AM THY DEFENDER, AND THY REWARD WILL BE EXCEEDING GREAT.' AND HE SAID: 'LORD, LORD, WHAT WILT THOU GIVE ME, SEEING I GO HENCE CHILDLESS, AND THE SON OF MASEQ, THE SON OF MY HANDMAID, IS THE DAMMASEK ELIEZER: HE WILL BE MY HEIR, AND TO ME THOU HAST GIVEN NO SEED.' AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: 'THIS (MAN) WILL NOT BE THY HEIR, BUT ONE THAT WILL COME OUT OF THINE OWN BOWELS; HE WILL BE THINE HEIR.' AND HE BROUGHT HIM FORTH ABROAD, AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'LOOK TOWARD HEAVEN AND NUMBER THE STARS IF THOU ART ABLE TO NUMBER THEM.' AND HE LOOKED TOWARD HEAVEN, AND BEHELD THE STARS. AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: 'SO SHALL THY SEED BE.' AND HE BELIEVED IN THE LORD, AND IT WAS COUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: 'I AM THE LORD THAT BROUGHT THEE OUT OF UR OF THE CHALDEES, TO GIVE THEE THE LAND OF THE CANAANITES TO POSSESS IT FOR EVER; AND I WILL BE GOD UNTO THEE AND TO THY SEED AFTER THEE.' AND HE SAID: 'LORD, LORD, WHEREBY SHALL I KNOW THAT I SHALL INHERIT (IT)?' AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: 'TAKE ME A HEIFER OF THREE YEARS, AND A GOAT OF THREE YEARS, AND A SHEEP OF THREE YEARS, AND A TURTLE-DOVE, AND A PIGEON.' AND HE TOOK ALL THESE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE MONTH AND HE DWELT AT THE OAK OF MAMRE, WHICH IS NEAR HEBRON. AND HE BUILT THERE AN ALTAR, AND SACRIFICED ALL THESE; AND HE POURED THEIR BLOOD UPON THE ALTAR, AND DIVIDED THEM IN THE MIDST, AND LAID THEM OVER AGAINST EACH OTHER; BUT THE BIRDS DIVIDED HE NOT. AND BIRDS CAME DOWN UPON THE PIECES, AND ABRAM DROVE THEM AWAY, AND DID NOT SUFFER THE BIRDS TO TOUCH THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE SUN HAD SET, THAT AN ECSTASY FELL UPON ABRAM, AND LO! A HORROR OF GREAT DARKNESS FELL UPON HIM, AND IT WAS SAID UNTO ABRAM: 'KNOW OF A SURETY THAT THY SEED SHALL BE A STRANGER IN A LAND (THAT IS) NOT THEIRS, AND THEY SHALL BRING THEM INTO [SEXUAL] BONDAGE, AND AFFLICT THEM FOUR HUNDRED YEARS [ACTS 7:6-7]. AND THE NATION ALSO TO WHOM THEY WILL BE IN [SEXUAL] BONDAGE WILL I JUDGE, AND AFTER THAT THEY SHALL COME FORTH THENCE WITH MUCH SUBSTANCE. AND THOU SHALT GO TO THY FATHERS IN PEACE, AND BE BURIED IN A GOOD OLD AGE. BUT IN THE FOURTH GENERATION THEY SHALL RETURN HITHER, FOR THE [SEXUAL] INIQUITY OF THE AMORITES IS NOT YET FULL.' AND HE AWOKE FROM HIS SLEEP, AND HE AROSE, AND THE SUN HAD SET; AND THERE WAS A FLAME, AND BEHOLD! A FURNACE WAS SMOKING, AND A FLAME OF FIRE PASSED BETWEEN THE PIECES. AND ON THAT DAY THE LORD MADE A COVENANT WITH ABRAM, SAYING: 'TO THY SEED WILL I GIVE THIS LAND, FROM THE RIVER OF EGYPT UNTO THE GREAT RIVER, THE RIVER EUPHRATES, THE KENITES, THE KENIZZITES, THE KADMONITES, THE PERIZZITES, AND THE REPHAIM, THE PHAKORITES, AND THE HIVITES, AND THE AMORITES, AND THE CANAANITES, AND THE GIRGASHITES, AND THE JEBUSITES. AND THE DAY PASSED, AND ABRAM OFFERED THE PIECES, AND THE BIRDS, AND THEIR FRUIT OFFERINGS, AND THEIR DRINK OFFERINGS, AND THE FIRE DEVOURED THEM. AND ON THAT DAY, WE MADE A COVENANT WITH ABRAM, ACCORDING AS WE HAD COVENANTED WITH NOAH IN THIS MONTH; AND ABRAM RENEWED THE FESTIVAL AND ORDINANCE FOR HIMSELF FOR EVER. AND ABRAM REJOICED, AND MADE ALL THESE THINGS KNOWN TO SARAI HIS WIFE, AND HE BELIEVED THAT HE WOULD HAVE SEED, BUT SHE DID NOT BEAR. AND SARAI ADVISED HER HUSBAND ABRAM, AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'GO IN UNTO HAGAR, MY EGYPTIAN MAID: IT MAY BE THAT I SHALL BUILD UP SEED UNTO THEE BY HER.' AND ABRAM HARKENED UNTO THE VOICE OF SARAI HIS WIFE, AND SAID UNTO HER, 'DO (SO).' AND SARAI TOOK HAGAR, HER MAID, THE EGYPTIAN, AND GAVE HER TO ABRAM, HER HUSBAND, TO BE HIS WIFE. AND HE WENT IN UNTO HER, AND SHE CONCEIVED AND BARE HIM A SON, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME ISHMAEL, IN THE FIFTH YEAR OF THIS WEEK, AND THIS WAS THE EIGHTY-SIXTH YEAR IN THE LIFE OF ABRAM. AND IN THE FIFTH YEAR OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF THIS JUBILEE, IN THE THIRD MONTH, IN THE MIDDLE OF THE MONTH, ABRAM CELEBRATED THE FEAST OF THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THE GRAIN HARVEST. 
THE LORD CHANGES ABRAM’S NAME INTO ABRAHAM
AND HE OFFERED NEW OFFERINGS ON THE ALTAR, THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THE PRODUCE, UNTO THE LORD, A HEIFER AND A GOAT AND A SHEEP ON THE ALTAR AS A BURNT SACRIFICE UNTO THE LORD, THEIR FRUIT OFFERINGS AND THEIR DRINK OFFERINGS HE OFFERED UPON THE ALTAR WITH FRANKINCENSE. AND THE LORD APPEARED TO ABRAM, AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'I AM GOD ALMIGHTY, APPROVE THYSELF BEFORE ME AND BE THOU PERFECT. AND I WILL MAKE MY COVENANT BETWEEN ME AND THEE, AND I WILL MULTIPLY THEE EXCEEDINGLY.' AND ABRAM FELL ON HIS FACE, AND GOD TALKED WITH HIM, AND SAID: 'BEHOLD MY ORDINANCE IS WITH THEE, AND THOU SHALT BE THE FATHER OF MANY NATIONS. NEITHER SHALL THY NAME ANY MORE BE CALLED ABRAM, BUT THY NAME FROM HENCEFORTH, EVEN FOR EVER, SHALL BE ABRAHAM. FOR THE FATHER OF MANY NATIONS HAVE I MADE THEE. AND I WILL MAKE THEE VERY GREAT, AND I WILL MAKE THEE INTO NATIONS, AND KINGS [GODS & LORDS IN JOHN 10:34-35] SHALL COME FORTH FROM THEE. AND I SHALL ESTABLISH MY COVENANT BETWEEN ME AND THEE, AND THY SEED AFTER THEE, THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS, FOR AN ETERNAL COVENANT, SO THAT I MAY BE A GOD UNTO THEE, AND TO THY SEED AFTER THEE. <AND I WILL GIVE TO THEE AND TO THY SEED AFTER THEE> THE LAND WHERE THOU HAST BEEN A SOJOURNER, THE LAND OF CANAAN, THAT THOU MAYST POSSESS IT FOR EVER, AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD.' AND THE LORD SAID UNTO ABRAHAM: 'AND AS FOR THEE, DO THOU KEEP MY COVENANT, THOU AND THY SEED AFTER THEE: AND CIRCUMCISE YE EVERY MALE AMONG YOU, AND CIRCUMCISE YOUR FORESKINS, AND IT SHALL BE A TOKEN OF AN ETERNAL COVENANT BETWEEN ME AND YOU. AND THE CHILD ON THE EIGHTH DAY YE SHALL CIRCUMCISE, EVERY MALE THROUGHOUT YOUR GENERATIONS, HIM THAT IS BORN IN THE HOUSE, OR WHOM YE HAVE BOUGHT WITH MONEY FROM ANY STRANGER, WHOM YE HAVE ACQUIRED WHO IS NOT OF THY SEED. HE THAT IS BORN IN THY HOUSE SHALL SURELY BE CIRCUMCISED, AND THOSE WHOM THOU HAST BOUGHT WITH MONEY SHALL BE CIRCUMCISED, AND MY COVENANT SHALL BE IN YOUR FLESH FOR AN ETERNAL ORDINANCE. AND THE UNCIRCUMCISED MALE WHO IS NOT CIRCUMCISED IN THE FLESH OF HIS FORESKIN ON THE EIGHTH DAY, THAT SOUL SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM HIS PEOPLE, FOR HE HAS BROKEN MY COVENANT.' AND GOD SAID UNTO ABRAHAM: 'AS FOR SARAI THY WIFE, HER NAME SHALL NO MORE BE CALLED SARAI, BUT SARAH SHALL BE HER NAME. 
THE LORD GIVES ABRAHAM HIS SON ISAAC
AND I WILL BLESS HER, AND GIVE THEE A SON BY HER, AND I WILL BLESS HIM, AND HE SHALL BECOME A NATION, AND KINGS [GODS & LORDS IN JOHN 10:34-35] OF NATIONS SHALL PROCEED FROM HIM.' AND ABRAHAM FELL ON HIS FACE, AND REJOICED, AND SAID IN HIS HEART: 'SHALL A SON BE BORN TO HIM THAT IS A HUNDRED YEARS OLD, AND SHALL SARAH, WHO IS NINETY YEARS OLD, BRING FORTH?' AND ABRAHAM SAID UNTO GOD: 'O THAT ISHMAEL MIGHT LIVE BEFORE THEE!' AND GOD SAID: 'YEA, AND SARAH ALSO SHALL BEAR THEE A SON, AND THOU SHALT CALL HIS NAME ISAAC, AND I WILL ESTABLISH MY COVENANT WITH HIM, AN EVERLASTING COVENANT, AND FOR HIS SEED AFTER HIM. AND AS FOR ISHMAEL ALSO HAVE, I HEARD THEE, AND BEHOLD I WILL BLESS HIM, AND MAKE HIM GREAT, AND MULTIPLY HIM EXCEEDINGLY, AND HE SHALL BEGET TWELVE PRINCES, AND I WILL MAKE HIM A GREAT NATION. BUT MY COVENANT WILL I ESTABLISH WITH ISAAC, WHOM SARAH SHALL BEAR TO THEE, IN THESE DAYS, IN THE NEXT YEAR.' AND HE LEFT OFF SPEAKING WITH HIM, AND GOD WENT UP FROM ABRAHAM. AND ABRAHAM DID ACCORDING AS GOD HAD SAID UNTO HIM, AND HE TOOK ISHMAEL HIS SON, AND ALL THAT WERE BORN IN HIS HOUSE, AND WHOM HE HAD BOUGHT WITH HIS MONEY, EVERY MALE IN HIS HOUSE, AND CIRCUMCISED THE FLESH OF THEIR FORESKIN. AND ON THE SELFSAME DAY WAS ABRAHAM CIRCUMCISED, AND ALL THE MEN OF HIS HOUSE, <AND THOSE BORN IN THE HOUSE>, AND ALL THOSE, WHOM HE HAD BOUGHT WITH MONEY FROM THE CHILDREN OF THE STRANGER, WERE CIRCUMCISED WITH HIM. THIS LAW IS FOR ALL THE GENERATIONS FOR EVER, AND THERE IS NO CIRCUMCISION OF THE DAYS, AND NO OMISSION OF ONE DAY OUT OF THE EIGHT DAYS, FOR IT IS AN ETERNAL ORDINANCE, ORDAINED AND WRITTEN ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS. AND EVERY ONE THAT IS BORN, THE FLESH OF WHOSE FORESKIN IS NOT CIRCUMCISED ON THE EIGHTH DAY, BELONGS NOT TO THE CHILDREN OF THE COVENANT WHICH THE LORD MADE WITH ABRAHAM, BUT TO THE CHILDREN OF DESTRUCTION, NOR IS THERE, MOREOVER, ANY SIGN ON HIM THAT HE IS THE LORD'S, BUT (HE IS DESTINED) TO BE DESTROYED AND SLAIN FROM THE EARTH, AND TO BE ROOTED OUT OF THE EARTH, FOR HE HAS BROKEN THE COVENANT OF THE LORD OUR GOD. FOR ALL THE ANGELS OF THE PRESENCE AND ALL THE ANGELS OF SANCTIFICATION HAVE BEEN SO CREATED FROM THE DAY OF THEIR CREATION, AND BEFORE THE ANGELS OF THE PRESENCE AND THE ANGELS OF SANCTIFICATION HE HATH SANCTIFIED ISRAEL, THAT THEY SHOULD BE WITH HIM AND WITH HIS HOLY ANGELS. AND DO THOU COMMAND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AND LET THEM OBSERVE THE SIGN OF THIS COVENANT FOR THEIR GENERATIONS AS AN ETERNAL ORDINANCE, AND THEY WILL NOT BE ROOTED OUT OF THE LAND. FOR THE COMMAND IS ORDAINED FOR A COVENANT, THAT THEY SHOULD OBSERVE IT FOR EVER AMONG ALL THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. FOR ISHMAEL AND HIS SONS AND HIS BROTHERS AND ESAU, THE LORD DID NOT CAUSE TO APPROACH HIM, AND HE CHOSE THEM NOT BECAUSE THEY ARE THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM, BECAUSE HE KNEW THEM, BUT HE CHOSE ISRAEL TO BE HIS PEOPLE. AND HE SANCTIFIED IT, AND GATHERED IT FROM AMONGST ALL THE CHILDREN OF MEN, FOR THERE ARE MANY NATIONS AND MANY PEOPLES, AND ALL ARE HIS, AND OVER ALL HATH HE PLACED SPIRITS IN AUTHORITY TO LEAD THEM ASTRAY FROM HIM. BUT OVER ISRAEL HE DID NOT APPOINT ANY ANGEL OR SPIRIT, FOR HE ALONE IS THEIR RULER, AND HE WILL PRESERVE THEM AND REQUIRE THEM AT THE HAND OF HIS ANGELS AND HIS SPIRITS, AND AT THE HAND OF ALL HIS POWERS IN ORDER THAT HE MAY PRESERVE THEM AND BLESS THEM, AND THAT THEY MAY BE HIS AND HE MAY BE THEIRS FROM HENCEFORTH FOR EVER. AND NOW I ANNOUNCE UNTO THEE THAT THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WILL NOT KEEP TRUE TO THIS ORDINANCE, AND THEY WILL NOT CIRCUMCISE THEIR SONS ACCORDING TO ALL THIS [SEXLESS] LAW, FOR IN THE FLESH OF THEIR CIRCUMCISION THEY WILL OMIT THIS CIRCUMCISION OF THEIR SONS, AND ALL OF THEM, SONS OF BELIAR, WILL LEAVE THEIR SONS UNCIRCUMCISED AS THEY WERE BORN. AND THERE WILL BE GREAT WRATH FROM THE LORD AGAINST THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. BECAUSE THEY HAVE FORSAKEN HIS COVENANT AND TURNED ASIDE FROM HIS [SEXLESS] WORD, AND [SEXUALLY] PROVOKED AND [SEXUALLY] BLASPHEMED, INASMUCH AS THEY DO NOT OBSERVE THE ORDINANCE OF THIS [SEXLESS] LAW, FOR THEY HAVE TREATED THEIR MEMBERS LIKE THE GENTILES, SO THAT THEY MAY BE REMOVED AND ROOTED OUT OF THE LAND. AND THERE WILL NO MORE BE PARDON OR FORGIVENESS UNTO THEM [SO THAT THERE SHOULD BE FORGIVENESS AND PARDON] FOR ALL THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF THIS ETERNAL [SEXUAL] ERROR. AND ON THE NEW MOON OF THE FOURTH MONTH WE APPEARED UNTO ABRAHAM, AT THE OAK OF MAMRE, AND WE TALKED WITH HIM, AND WE ANNOUNCED TO HIM THAT A SON WOULD BE GIVEN TO HIM BY SARAH HIS WIFE. AND SARAH LAUGHED, FOR SHE HEARD THAT WE HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS WITH ABRAHAM, AND WE ADMONISHED HER, AND SHE BECAME AFRAID, AND DENIED THAT SHE HAD LAUGHED ON ACCOUNT OF THE WORDS. AND WE TOLD HER THE NAME OF HER SON, AS HIS NAME IS ORDAINED AND WRITTEN IN THE HEAVENLY TABLETS, ISAAC, AND (THAT) WHEN WE RETURNED TO HER AT A SET TIME, SHE WOULD HAVE CONCEIVED A SON. 
THE LORD’S JUDGMENT ON SODOM & GOMORRAH’S HOMOSEXUALITY & OTHER SEXUAL VICES
AND IN THIS MONTH THE LORD EXECUTED HIS JUDGMENTS ON SODOM, AND GOMORRAH, AND ZEBOIM, AND ALL THE REGION OF THE JORDAN, AND HE BURNED THEM WITH FIRE AND BRIMSTONE, AND DESTROYED THEM UNTIL THIS DAY, EVEN AS [LO] I HAVE DECLARED UNTO THEE ALL THEIR WORKS, THAT THEY ARE [SEXUALLY] WICKED AND [SEXUAL] SINNERS EXCEEDINGLY, AND THAT THEY [SEXUALLY] DEFILE THEMSELVES AND COMMIT FORNICATION IN THEIR FLESH, AND WORK UNCLEANNESS ON THE EARTH. AND, IN LIKE MANNER, GOD WILL EXECUTE JUDGMENT ON THE PLACES WHERE THEY HAVE DONE ACCORDING TO THE UNCLEANNESS [HOMOSEXUALITY] OF THE SODOMITES, LIKE UNTO THE JUDGMENT OF SODOM. BUT LOT WE SAVED, FOR GOD REMEMBERED ABRAHAM, AND SENT HIM OUT FROM THE MIDST OF THE OVERTHROW. AND HE AND HIS DAUGHTERS COMMITTED [SEXUAL] SIN UPON THE EARTH, SUCH AS HAD NOT BEEN ON THE EARTH SINCE THE DAYS OF ADAM TILL HIS TIME, FOR THE MAN LAY WITH HIS DAUGHTERS. AND, BEHOLD, IT WAS COMMANDED AND ENGRAVED CONCERNING ALL HIS SEED, ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS, TO REMOVE THEM AND ROOT THEM OUT, AND TO EXECUTE JUDGMENT UPON THEM LIKE THE JUDGMENT OF SODOM, AND TO LEAVE NO SEED OF THE MAN ON EARTH ON THE DAY OF CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION]. 
SARAH HAS A SON NAMED ISAAC
AND IN THIS MONTH ABRAHAM MOVED FROM HEBRON, AND DEPARTED AND DWELT BETWEEN KADESH AND SHUR IN THE MOUNTAINS OF GERAR. AND IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FIFTH MONTH HE MOVED FROM THENCE, AND DWELT AT THE WELL OF THE OATH. AND IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SIXTH MONTH THE LORD VISITED SARAH AND DID UNTO HER AS HE HAD SPOKEN AND SHE CONCEIVED. AND SHE, BARE A SON IN THE THIRD MONTH, AND IN THE MIDDLE OF THE MONTH, AT THE TIME OF WHICH THE LORD HAD SPOKEN TO ABRAHAM, ON THE FESTIVAL OF THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE HARVEST, ISAAC WAS BORN. AND ABRAHAM CIRCUMCISED HIS SON ON THE EIGHTH DAY: HE WAS THE FIRST THAT WAS CIRCUMCISED ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT WHICH IS ORDAINED FOR EVER. AND IN THE SIXTH YEAR OF THE FOURTH WEEK WE CAME TO ABRAHAM, TO THE WELL OF THE OATH, AND WE APPEARED UNTO HIM [AS WE HAD TOLD SARAH THAT WE SHOULD RETURN TO HER, AND SHE WOULD HAVE CONCEIVED A SON. AND WE RETURNED IN THE SEVENTH MONTH, AND FOUND SARAH WITH CHILD BEFORE US] AND WE BLESSED HIM, AND WE ANNOUNCED TO HIM ALL THE THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN DECREED CONCERNING HIM, THAT HE SHOULD NOT DIE TILL HE SHOULD BEGET SIX SONS MORE, AND SHOULD SEE (THEM) BEFORE HE DIED; BUT (THAT) IN ISAAC SHOULD HIS NAME AND SEED BE CALLED: AND (THAT) ALL THE SEED OF HIS SONS SHOULD BE GENTILES, AND BE RECKONED WITH THE GENTILES; BUT FROM THE SONS OF ISAAC ONE SHOULD BECOME A HOLY SEED, AND SHOULD NOT BE RECKONED AMONG THE GENTILES. FOR HE SHOULD BECOME THE PORTION OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND ALL HIS SEED HAD FALLEN INTO THE POSSESSION OF GOD, THAT IT SHOULD BE UNTO THE LORD A PEOPLE FOR (HIS) POSSESSION ABOVE ALL NATIONS AND THAT IT SHOULD BECOME A KINGDOM AND PRIESTS AND A HOLY NATION. 
ABRAHAM CELEBRATES IN THE LORD
AND WE WENT OUR WAY, AND WE ANNOUNCED TO SARAH ALL THAT WE HAD TOLD HIM, AND THEY BOTH REJOICED WITH EXCEEDING GREAT JOY. AND HE BUILT THERE AN ALTAR TO THE LORD WHO HAD DELIVERED HIM, AND WHO WAS MAKING HIM REJOICE IN THE LAND OF HIS SOJOURNING, AND HE CELEBRATED A FESTIVAL OF JOY IN THIS MONTH SEVEN DAYS, NEAR THE ALTAR WHICH HE HAD BUILT AT THE WELL OF THE OATH. AND HE BUILT BOOTHS FOR HIMSELF AND FOR HIS SERVANTS ON THIS FESTIVAL, AND HE WAS THE FIRST TO CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES ON THE EARTH. AND DURING THESE SEVEN DAYS HE BROUGHT EACH DAY TO THE ALTAR A BURNT OFFERING TO THE LORD, TWO OXEN, TWO RAMS, SEVEN SHEEP, ONE HE-GOAT, FOR A [SEXUAL] SIN OFFERING, THAT HE MIGHT ATONE THEREBY FOR HIMSELF AND FOR HIS SEED. AND, AS A THANK-OFFERING, SEVEN RAMS, SEVEN KIDS, SEVEN SHEEP, AND SEVEN HE-GOATS, AND THEIR FRUIT OFFERINGS AND THEIR DRINK OFFERINGS; AND HE BURNT ALL THE FAT THEREOF ON THE ALTAR, A CHOSEN OFFERING UNTO THE LORD FOR A SWEET-SMELLING SAVOR [SMOKE OFFERING]. AND MORNING AND EVENING HE BURNT FRAGRANT SUBSTANCES, FRANKINCENSE AND GALBANUM, AND STACKTE, AND NARD, AND MYRRH, AND SPICE, AND COSTUM; ALL THESE SEVEN HE OFFERED, CRUSHED, MIXED TOGETHER IN EQUAL PARTS (AND) [SEXUALLY] PURE. AND HE CELEBRATED THIS FEAST DURING SEVEN DAYS, REJOICING WITH ALL HIS HEART AND WITH ALL HIS SOUL, HE AND ALL THOSE WHO WERE IN HIS HOUSE, AND THERE WAS NO STRANGER WITH HIM, NOR ANY THAT WAS UNCIRCUMCISED. AND HE BLESSED HIS CREATOR WHO HAD CREATED HIM IN HIS GENERATION, FOR HE HAD CREATED HIM ACCORDING TO HIS GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE, FOR HE KNEW AND PERCEIVED THAT FROM HIM WOULD ARISE THE PLANT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR THE ETERNAL GENERATIONS, AND FROM HIM A HOLY SEED, SO THAT IT SHOULD BECOME LIKE HIM WHO HAD MADE ALL THINGS. AND HE BLESSED AND REJOICED, AND HE CALLED THE NAME OF THIS FESTIVAL THE FESTIVAL OF THE LORD, A JOY ACCEPTABLE TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. AND WE BLESSED HIM FOR EVER, AND ALL HIS SEED AFTER HIM THROUGHOUT ALL THE GENERATIONS OF THE EARTH, BECAUSE HE CELEBRATED THIS FESTIVAL IN ITS SEASON, ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY OF THE HEAVENLY TABLETS. FOR THIS REASON, IT IS ORDAINED ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS CONCERNING ISRAEL, THAT THEY SHALL CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES SEVEN DAYS WITH JOY, IN THE SEVENTH MONTH, ACCEPTABLE BEFORE THE LORD, A STATUTE FOR EVER THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS EVERY YEAR. AND TO THIS THERE IS NO LIMIT OF DAYS, FOR IT IS ORDAINED FOR EVER REGARDING ISRAEL THAT THEY SHOULD CELEBRATE IT AND DWELL IN BOOTHS, AND SET WREATHS UPON THEIR HEADS, AND TAKE LEAFY BOUGHS, AND WILLOWS FROM THE BROOK. AND ABRAHAM TOOK BRANCHES OF PALM TREES, AND THE FRUIT OF GOODLY TREES, AND EVERY DAY GOING [A] ROUND THE ALTAR WITH THE BRANCHES SEVEN TIMES [A DAY] IN THE MORNING, HE PRAISED AND GAVE THANKS TO HIS GOD FOR ALL THINGS IN JOY. AND IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE FIFTH WEEK ISAAC WAS WEANED IN THIS JUBILEE, AND ABRAHAM MADE A GREAT BANQUET IN THE THIRD MONTH, ON THE DAY HIS SON ISAAC WAS WEANED. AND ISHMAEL, THE SON OF HAGAR, THE EGYPTIAN, WAS BEFORE THE FACE OF ABRAHAM, HIS FATHER, IN HIS PLACE, AND ABRAHAM REJOICED AND BLESSED GOD BECAUSE HE HAD SEEN HIS SONS AND HAD NOT DIED CHILDLESS. AND HE REMEMBERED THE WORDS WHICH HE HAD SPOKEN TO HIM ON THE DAY ON WHICH LOT HAD PARTED FROM HIM, AND HE REJOICED BECAUSE THE LORD HAD GIVEN HIM SEED UPON THE EARTH TO INHERIT THE EARTH, AND HE BLESSED WITH ALL HIS MOUTH THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL THINGS. 
THE QUESTION OF THE HEIR
AND SARAH SAW ISHMAEL PLAYING AND DANCING, AND ABRAHAM REJOICING WITH GREAT JOY, AND SHE BECAME JEALOUS OF ISHMAEL AND SAID TO ABRAHAM, 'CAST OUT THIS BONDWOMAN AND HER SON, FOR THE SON OF THIS BONDWOMAN WILL NOT BE HEIR WITH MY SON, ISAAC.' AND THE THING WAS GRIEVOUS IN ABRAHAM'S SIGHT, BECAUSE OF HIS MAIDSERVANT AND BECAUSE OF HIS SON, THAT HE SHOULD DRIVE THEM FROM HIM. AND GOD SAID TO ABRAHAM 'LET IT NOT BE GRIEVOUS IN THY SIGHT, BECAUSE OF THE CHILD AND BECAUSE OF THE BONDWOMAN; IN ALL THAT SARAH HATH SAID UNTO THEE, HARKEN TO HER WORDS AND DO (THEM); FOR IN ISAAC SHALL THY NAME AND SEED BE CALLED. BUT AS FOR THE SON OF THIS BONDWOMAN I WILL MAKE HIM A GREAT MATION, BECAUSE HE IS OF THY SEED.' AND ABRAHAM ROSE UP EARLY IN THE MORNING, AND TOOK BREAD AND A BOTTLE OF WATER, AND PLACED THEM ON THE SHOULDERS OF HAGAR AND THE CHILD, AND SENT HER AWAY. AND SHE DEPARTED AND WANDERED IN THE WILDERNESS OF BEERSHEBA, AND THE WATER IN THE BOTTLE WAS SPENT, AND THE CHILD THIRSTED, AND WAS NOT ABLE TO GO ON, AND FELL DOWN. AND HIS MOTHER TOOK HIM AND CAST HIM UNDER AN OLIVE TREE, AND WENT AND SAT HER DOWN OVER AGAINST HIM, AT THE DISTANCE OF A BOW-SHOT; FOR SHE SAID, 'LET ME NOT SEE THE DEATH OF MY CHILD,' AND AS SHE, SAT SHE WEPT. AND AN ANGEL OF GOD, ONE OF THE HOLY ONES, SAID UNTO HER, 'WHY WEEP THOU, HAGAR? ARISE TAKE THE CHILD, AND HOLD HIM IN THINE HAND; FOR GOD HATH HEARD THY VOICE, AND HATH SEEN THE CHILD.' AND SHE OPENED HER EYES, AND SHE SAW A WELL OF WATER, AND SHE WENT AND FILLED HER BOTTLE WITH WATER, AND SHE GAVE HER CHILD TO DRINK, AND SHE AROSE AND WENT TOWARDS THE WILDERNESS OF PARAN. AND THE CHILD GREW AND BECAME AN ARCHER, AND GOD WAS WITH HIM, AND HIS MOTHER TOOK HIM A WIFE FROM AMONG THE DAUGHTERS OF EGYPT. AND SHE, BARE HIM A SON, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME NEBAIOTH, FOR SHE SAID, 'THE LORD WAS NIGH TO ME WHEN I CALLED UPON HIM.' AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE SEVENTH WEEK, IN THE FIRST YEAR THEREOF, IN THE FIRST MONTH IN THIS JUBILEE, ON THE TWELFTH OF THIS MONTH, THERE WERE [SEXLESS] VOICES IN HEAVEN REGARDING ABRAHAM, THAT HE WAS FAITHFUL IN ALL THAT HE TOLD HIM, AND THAT HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED THE LORD, AND THAT IN EVERY AFFLICTION HE WAS FAITHFUL. AND THE PRINCE MASTÊMÂ CAME AND SAID BEFORE GOD, 'BEHOLD, ABRAHAM [SEXLESSLY] LOVES ISAAC HIS SON, AND HE DELIGHTS IN HIM ABOVE ALL THINGS ELSE, BID HIM OFFER HIM AS A BURNT-OFFERING ON THE ALTAR, AND THOU WILT SEE IF HE WILL DO THIS COMMAND, AND THOU WILT KNOW IF HE IS FAITHFUL IN EVERYTHING WHEREIN, THOU, DOST TRY HIM. AND THE LORD KNEW THAT ABRAHAM WAS FAITHFUL IN ALL HIS AFFLICTIONS, FOR HE HAD TRIED HIM THROUGH HIS COUNTRY AND WITH FAMINE, AND HAD TRIED HIM WITH THE WEALTH OF KINGS, AND HAD TRIED HIM AGAIN THROUGH HIS WIFE, WHEN SHE WAS TORN (FROM HIM), AND WITH CIRCUMCISION; AND HAD TRIED HIM THROUGH ISHMAEL AND HAGAR, HIS MAIDSERVANT, WHEN HE SENT THEM AWAY. AND IN EVERYTHING WHEREIN HE HAD TRIED HIM, HE WAS FOUND FAITHFUL, AND HIS SOUL WAS NOT IMPATIENT, AND HE WAS NOT SLOW TO ACT; FOR HE WAS FAITHFUL AND A [SEXLESS] LOVER OF THE LORD. AND GOD SAID TO HIM, 'ABRAHAM, ABRAHAM'; AND HE SAID, BEHOLD, (HERE) AM I.' AND HE SAID, TAKE, THY BELOVED SON WHOM THOU [SEXLESSLY] LOVE, (EVEN) ISAAC, AND GO UNTO THE HIGH COUNTRY, AND OFFER HIM ON ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS WHICH I WILL POINT OUT UNTO THEE.' AND HE ROSE EARLY IN THE MORNING AND SADDLED HIS ASS, AND TOOK HIS TWO YOUNG MEN WITH HIM, AND ISAAC HIS SON, AND CLAVE THE WOOD OF THE BURNT OFFERING, AND HE WENT TO THE PLACE ON THE THIRD DAY, AND HE SAW THE PLACE AFAR OFF. AND HE CAME TO A WELL OF WATER, AND HE SAID TO HIS YOUNG MEN, 'ABIDE YE HERE WITH THE ASS, AND I AND THE LAD SHALL GO (YONDER), AND WHEN WE HAVE WORSHIPED, WE SHALL COME AGAIN TO YOU.' AND HE TOOK THE WOOD OF THE BURNT-OFFERING AND LAID IT ON ISAAC HIS SON, AND HE TOOK IN HIS HAND THE FIRE AND THE KNIFE, AND THEY WENT BOTH OF THEM TOGETHER TO THAT PLACE. AND ISAAC SAID TO HIS FATHER, 'FATHER;' AND HE SAID, 'HERE AM I, MY SON.' AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, 'BEHOLD THE FIRE, AND THE KNIFE, AND THE WOOD; BUT WHERE IS THE SHEEP FOR THE BURNT-OFFERING, FATHER?' AND HE SAID, 'GOD WILL PROVIDE FOR HIMSELF A SHEEP FOR A BURNT-OFFERING, MY SON.' AND HE DREW NEAR TO THE PLACE OF THE MOUNT OF GOD. AND HE BUILT AN ALTAR, AND HE PLACED THE WOOD ON THE ALTAR, AND BOUND ISAAC HIS SON, AND PLACED HIM ON THE WOOD WHICH WAS UPON THE ALTAR, AND STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND TO TAKE THE KNIFE TO SLAY ISAAC HIS SON. AND I STOOD BEFORE HIM, AND BEFORE THE PRINCE MASTÊMÂ, AND THE LORD SAID, 'BID HIM NOT TO LAY HIS HAND ON THE LAD, NOR TO DO ANYTHING TO HIM, FOR I HAVE SHOWN THAT HE FEARS THE LORD.' AND I CALLED TO HIM FROM HEAVEN, AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'ABRAHAM, ABRAHAM;' AND HE WAS TERRIFIED AND SAID: 'BEHOLD, (HERE) AM I.' AND I SAID UNTO HIM: 'LAY NOT THY HAND UPON THE LAD, NEITHER DO THOU ANYTHING TO HIM; FOR NOW, I HAVE SHOWN THAT THOU FEAR THE LORD, AND HAST NOT WITHHELD THY SON, THY FIRST-BORN SON, FROM ME.' AND THE PRINCE MASTÊMÂ WAS PUT TO SHAME, AND ABRAHAM LIFTED UP HIS EYES AND LOOKED, AND, BEHOLD A RAM CAUGHT…BY HIS HORNS, AND ABRAHAM WENT AND TOOK THE RAM AND OFFERED IT FOR A BURNT-OFFERING IN THE STEAD OF HIS SON. AND ABRAHAM CALLED THAT PLACE 'THE LORD HATH SEEN', SO THAT IT IS SAID IN THE MOUNT THE LORD HATH SEEN: THAT IS MOUNT SION. AND THE LORD CALLED ABRAHAM BY HIS NAME A SECOND TIME FROM HEAVEN, AS HE CAUSED US TO APPEAR TO SPEAK TO HIM IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND HE SAID: 'BY MYSELF HAVE I SWORN, SAITH THE LORD, BECAUSE THOU HAST DONE THIS THING, AND HAST NOT WITHHELD THY SON, THY BELOVED SON, FROM ME, THAT IN BLESSING I WILL BLESS THEE, AND IN MULTIPLYING I WILL MULTIPLY THY SEED AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN, AND AS THE SAND WHICH IS ON THE SEASHORE. AND THY SEED SHALL INHERIT THE CITIES OF ITS ENEMIES, AND IN THY SEED SHALL ALL NATIONS OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED, BECAUSE THOU HAST OBEYED MY VOICE, AND I HAVE SHOWN TO ALL THAT THOU ART FAITHFUL UNTO ME IN ALL THAT I HAVE SAID UNTO THEE: GO IN PEACE.' AND ABRAHAM WENT TO HIS YOUNG MEN, AND THEY AROSE AND WENT TOGETHER TO BEERSHEBA, AND ABRAHAM DWELT BY THE WELL OF THE OATH. AND HE CELEBRATED THIS FESTIVAL EVERY YEAR, SEVEN DAYS WITH JOY, AND HE CALLED IT THE FESTIVAL OF THE LORD ACCORDING TO THE SEVEN DAYS DURING WHICH HE WENT AND RETURNED IN PEACE. AND ACCORDINGLY HAS IT BEEN ORDAINED AND WRITTEN ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS REGARDING ISRAEL AND ITS SEED THAT THEY SHOULD OBSERVE THIS FESTIVAL SEVEN DAYS WITH THE JOY OF FESTIVAL.  AND IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE FIRST WEEK IN THE FORTY-SECOND JUBILEE, ABRAHAM RETURNED AND DWELT OPPOSITE HEBRON, THAT IS KIRJATH ARBA, TWO WEEKS OF YEARS. AND IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE THIRD WEEK OF THIS JUBILEE THE DAYS OF THE LIFE OF SARAH WERE ACCOMPLISHED, AND SHE DIED IN HEBRON. AND ABRAHAM WENT TO MOURN OVER HER AND BURY HER, AND WE TRIED HIM [TO SEE] IF HIS SPIRIT WERE PATIENT AND HE WERE NOT INDIGNANT IN THE WORDS OF HIS MOUTH, AND HE WAS FOUND PATIENT IN THIS, AND WAS NOT DISTURBED. FOR IN PATIENCE OF SPIRIT HE CONVERSED WITH THE CHILDREN OF HETH, TO THE INTENT THAT THEY SHOULD GIVE HIM A PLACE IN WHICH TO BURY HIS DEAD. AND THE LORD GAVE HIM GRACE BEFORE ALL WHO SAW HIM, AND HE BESOUGHT IN GENTLENESS THE SONS OF HETH, AND THEY GAVE HIM THE LAND OF THE DOUBLE CAVE OVER AGAINST MAMRE, THAT IS HEBRON, FOR FOUR HUNDRED PIECES OF SILVER. AND THEY BESOUGHT HIM SAYING, WE, SHALL GIVE IT TO THEE FOR NOTHING, BUT HE WOULD NOT TAKE IT FROM THEIR HANDS FOR NOTHING, FOR HE GAVE THE PRICE OF THE PLACE, THE MONEY IN FULL, AND HE BOWED DOWN BEFORE THEM TWICE, AND AFTER THIS HE BURIED HIS DEAD IN THE DOUBLE CAVE. AND ALL THE DAYS OF THE LIFE OF SARAH WERE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS, THAT IS, TWO JUBILEES AND FOUR WEEKS AND ONE YEAR: THESE ARE THE DAYS OF THE YEARS OF THE LIFE OF SARAH. THIS IS THE TENTH TRIAL WHEREWITH ABRAHAM WAS TRIED, AND HE WAS FOUND FAITHFUL, PATIENT IN SPIRIT. AND HE SAID NOT A SINGLE WORD REGARDING THE RUMOR IN THE LAND HOW THAT GOD HAD SAID THAT HE WOULD GIVE IT TO HIM AND TO HIS SEED AFTER HIM, AND HE BEGGED A PLACE THERE TO BURY HIS DEAD, FOR HE WAS FOUND FAITHFUL, AND WAS RECORDED ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS AS THE FRIEND OF GOD. 
ABRAHAM MARRIES AGAIN & ISAAC FINDS A WIFE NAMED REBECCA
AND IN THE FOURTH YEAR THEREOF HE TOOK A WIFE FOR HIS SON ISAAC AND HER NAME WAS REBECCA [THE DAUGHTER OF BETHUEL, THE SON OF NAHOR, THE BROTHER OF ABRAHAM] THE SISTER OF LABAN AND DAUGHTER OF BETHUEL, AND BETHUEL WAS THE SON OF MELCA, WHO WAS THE WIFE OF NAHOR, THE BROTHER OF ABRAHAM. AND ABRAHAM TOOK TO HIMSELF A THIRD WIFE, AND HER NAME WAS KETURAH, FROM AMONG THE DAUGHTERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD SERVANTS, FOR HAGAR HAD DIED BEFORE SARAH. AND SHE, BARE HIM SIX SONS, ZIMRAM, AND JOKSHAN, AND MEDAN, AND MIDIAN, AND ISHBAK, AND SHUAH, IN THE TWO WEEKS OF YEARS. AND IN THE SIXTH WEEK, IN THE SECOND YEAR THEREOF, REBECCA BARE TO ISAAC TWO SONS, JACOB AND ESAU, AND JACOB WAS A SMOOTH AND UPRIGHT MAN, AND ESAU WAS FIERCE, A MAN OF THE FIELD, AND HAIRY, AND JACOB DWELT IN TENTS. AND THE YOUTHS GREW, AND JACOB LEARNED TO WRITE, BUT ESAU DID NOT LEARN, FOR HE WAS A MAN OF THE FIELD AND A HUNTER, AND HE LEARNT WAR, AND ALL HIS DEEDS WERE FIERCE. AND ABRAHAM [SEXLESSLY] LOVED JACOB, BUT ISAAC [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ESAU. AND ABRAHAM SAW THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF ESAU, AND HE KNEW THAT IN JACOB SHOULD HIS NAME AND SEED BE CALLED, AND HE CALLED REBECCA AND GAVE COMMANDMENT REGARDING JACOB, FOR HE KNEW THAT SHE (TOO) [SEXLESSLY] LOVED JACOB MUCH MORE THAN ESAU. AND HE SAID UNTO HER: MY DAUGHTER, WATCH OVER MY SON JACOB, FOR HE SHALL BE IN MY STEAD ON THE EARTH, AND FOR A BLESSING IN THE MIDST OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND FOR THE GLORY OF THE WHOLE SEED OF SHEM. FOR I KNOW THAT THE LORD WILL CHOOSE HIM TO BE A PEOPLE FOR POSSESSION UNTO HIMSELF, ABOVE ALL PEOPLES THAT ARE UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH. AND BEHOLD, ISAAC MY SON [SEXLESSLY] LOVES ESAU MORE THAN JACOB, BUT I SEE THAT THOU TRULY [SEXLESSLY] LOVE JACOB. ADD STILL FURTHER TO THY KINDNESS TO HIM, AND LET THINE EYES BE UPON HIM IN [SEXLESS] LOVE, FOR HE SHALL BE A BLESSING UNTO US ON THE EARTH FROM HENCEFORTH UNTO ALL GENERATIONS OF THE EARTH. LET THY HANDS BE STRONG AND LET THY HEART REJOICE IN THY SON JACOB, FOR I HAVE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM FAR BEYOND ALL MY SONS. HE SHALL BE BLESSED FOR EVER, AND HIS SEED SHALL FILL THE WHOLE EARTH. IF A MAN CAN NUMBER THE SAND OF THE EARTH, HIS SEED ALSO SHALL BE NUMBERED. AND ALL THE BLESSINGS WHEREWITH THE LORD HATH BLESSED ME AND MY SEED SHALL BELONG TO JACOB AND HIS SEED ALWAYS. AND IN HIS SEED SHALL MY NAME BE BLESSED, AND THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF MY FATHERS, SHEM, AND NOAB, AND ENOCH, AND MAHALALEL, AND ENOS, AND SETH, AND ADAM. AND THESE SHALL SERVE TO LAY THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE HEAVEN, AND TO STRENGTHEN THE EARTH, AND TO RENEW ALL THE LUMINARIES WHICH ARE IN THE FIRMAMENT. AND HE CALLED JACOB BEFORE THE EYES OF REBECCA HIS MOTHER, AND KISSED HIM, AND BLESSED HIM, AND SAID: 'JACOB, MY BELOVED SON, WHOM MY SOUL [SEXLESSLY] LOVETH, MAY GOD BLESS THEE FROM ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT, AND MAY HE GIVE THEE ALL THE BLESSINGS WHEREWITH HE BLESSED ADAM, AND ENOCH, AND NOAH, AND SHEM, AND ALL THE THINGS OF WHICH HE TOLD ME, AND ALL THE THINGS WHICH HE PROMISED TO GIVE ME, MAY HE CAUSE TO CLEAVE TO THEE AND TO THY SEED FOR EVER, ACCORDING TO THE DAYS OF HEAVEN ABOVE THE EARTH. AND THE SPIRITS OF MASTÊMÂ SHALL NOT RULE OVER THEE OR OVER THY SEED TO TURN THEE FROM THE LORD, WHO IS THY GOD FROM HENCEFORTH FOR EVER. AND MAY THE LORD GOD BE A FATHER [STEPHEN] TO THEE AND THOU THE FIRST-BORN SON, AND TO THE PEOPLE ALWAYS. GO IN PEACE, MY SON.' AND THEY BOTH WENT FORTH TOGETHER FROM ABRAHAM. AND REBECCA [SEXLESSLY] LOVED JACOB, WITH ALL HER HEART AND WITH ALL HER SOUL, VERY MUCH MORE THAN ESAU, BUT ISAAC [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ESAU MUCH MORE THAN JACOB. AND IN THE FORTY-SECOND JUBILEE, IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE SEVENTH WEEK, ABRAHAM CALLED ISHMAEL, AND HIS TWELVE SONS, AND ISAAC AND HIS TWO SONS, AND THE SIX SONS OF KETURAH, AND THEIR SONS. AND HE COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD OBSERVE THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, THAT THEY SHOULD WORK RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE EACH HIS NEIGHBOR, AND ACT ON THIS MANNER AMONGST ALL MEN, THAT THEY SHOULD EACH SO WALK WITH REGARD TO THEM AS TO DO JUDGMENT AND RIGHTEOUSNESS ON THE EARTH. THAT THEY SHOULD CIRCUMCISE THEIR SONS, ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT WHICH HE HAD MADE WITH THEM, AND NOT DEVIATE TO THE RIGHT HAND OR THE LEFT OF ALL THE PATHS WHICH THE LORD HAD COMMANDED US, AND THAT WE SHOULD KEEP OURSELVES FROM ALL FORNICATION AND [SEXUAL] UNCLEANNESS, [AND RENOUNCE FROM AMONGST US ALL FORNICATION AND UNCLEANNESS]. AND IF ANY WOMAN OR MAID COMMIT FORNICATION AMONGST YOU, BURN HER WITH FIRE AND LET THEM NOT COMMIT FORNICATION WITH HER AFTER THEIR EYES AND THEIR HEART, AND LET THEM NOT TAKE TO THEMSELVES WIVES FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN, FOR THE SEED OF CANAAN WILL BE ROOTED OUT OF THE LAND. AND HE TOLD THEM OF THE JUDGMENT OF THE GIANTS, AND THE JUDGMENT OF THE SODOMITES, HOW THEY HAD BEEN JUDGED ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS, AND HAD DIED ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR FORNICATION, AND UNCLEANNESS, AND MUTUAL [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION THROUGH FORNICATION. 'AND GUARD YOURSELVES FROM ALL FORNICATION AND [SEXUAL] UNCLEANNESS, AND FROM ALL [SEXUAL] POLLUTION OF SIN, LEST YE MAKE OUR NAME A [SEXUAL] CURSE, AND YOUR WHOLE LIFE A HISSING, AND ALL YOUR SONS TO BE DESTROYED BY THE SWORD, AND YE BECOME ACCURSED LIKE SODOM, AND ALL YOUR REMNANT AS THE SONS OF GOMORRAH. I IMPLORE YOU, MY SONS, [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE GOD OF HEAVEN AND CLEAVE YE TO ALL HIS COMMANDMENTS. AND WALK NOT AFTER THEIR [SEXUAL] IDOLS, AND AFTER THEIR [SEXUAL] UNCLEANNESSES, AND MAKE NOT FOR YOURSELVES MOLTEN OR GRAVEN GODS, FOR THEY ARE VANITY, AND THERE IS NO SPIRIT IN THEM, FOR THEY ARE WORK OF (MEN'S) HANDS, AND ALL WHO TRUST IN THEM, TRUST IN NOTHING. SERVE THEM NOT, NOR WORSHIP THEM, BUT SERVE YE THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], AND WORSHIP HIM CONTINUALLY: AND HOPE FOR HIS COUNTENANCE ALWAYS, AND WORK UPRIGHTNESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE HIM, THAT HE MAY HAVE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN YOU AND GRANT YOU HIS MERCY, AND SEND RAIN UPON YOU MORNING AND EVENING, AND BLESS ALL YOUR WORKS WHICH YE HAVE WROUGHT UPON THE EARTH, AND BLESS THY BREAD AND THY WATER, AND BLESS THE FRUIT OF THY WOMB AND THE FRUIT OF THY LAND, AND THE HERDS OF THY CATTLE, AND THE FLOCKS OF THY SHEEP. AND YE WILL BE FOR A BLESSING ON THE EARTH, AND ALL NATIONS OF THE EARTH WILL [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE YOU, AND BLESS YOUR SONS IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THAT THEY MAY BE BLESSED AS I AM. AND HE GAVE TO ISHMAEL AND TO HIS SONS, AND TO THE SONS OF KETURAH, GIFTS, AND SENT THEM AWAY FROM ISAAC HIS SON, AND HE GAVE EVERYTHING TO ISAAC HIS SON. AND ISHMAEL AND HIS SONS, AND THE SONS OF KETURAH AND THEIR SONS, WENT TOGETHER AND DWELT FROM PARAN TO THE ENTERING IN OF BABYLON IN ALL THE LAND WHICH IS TOWARDS THE EAST FACING THE DESERT. AND THESE MINGLED WITH EACH OTHER, AND THEIR NAME WAS CALLED ARABS, AND ISHMAELITES. AND IN THE SIXTH YEAR OF THE SEVENTH WEEK OF THIS JUBILEE ABRAHAM CALLED ISAAC HIS SON, AND COMMANDED HIM: SAYING, 'I AM BECOME OLD, AND KNOW NOT THE DAY OF MY DEATH, AND AM FULL OF MY DAYS. AND BEHOLD, I AM ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS OLD, AND THROUGHOUT ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE I HAVE REMEMBERED THE LORD, AND SOUGHT WITH ALL MY HEART TO DO HIS WILL, AND TO WALK UPRIGHTLY IN ALL HIS WAYS. MY SOUL HAS HATED [SEXUAL] IDOLS, <AND I HAVE DESPISED THOSE THAT SERVED THEM, AND I HAVE GIVEN MY HEART AND SPIRIT> THAT I MIGHT OBSERVE TO DO THE WILL OF HIM WHO CREATED ME. FOR HE IS THE LIVING GOD, AND HE IS HOLY AND FAITHFUL, AND HE IS RIGHTEOUS BEYOND ALL, AND THERE IS WITH HIM NO ACCEPTING OF (MEN'S) PERSONS AND NO ACCEPTING OF GIFTS, FOR GOD IS RIGHTEOUS, AND EXECUTES JUDGMENT ON ALL THOSE WHO TRANSGRESS HIS COMMANDMENTS AND DESPISE HIS COVENANT. AND DO THOU, MY SON, OBSERVE HIS COMMANDMENTS AND HIS ORDINANCES AND HIS JUDGMENTS, AND WALK NOT AFTER THE ABOMINATIONS AND AFTER THE GRAVEN IMAGES AND AFTER THE MOLTEN IMAGES. AND EAT NO BLOOD AT ALL OF ANIMALS OR CATTLE, OR OF ANY BIRD WHICH FLIES IN THE HEAVEN. AND IF THOU DOST SLAY A VICTIM AS AN ACCEPTABLE PEACE OFFERING, SLAY YE IT, AND POUR OUT ITS BLOOD UPON THE ALTAR, AND ALL THE FAT OF THE OFFERING OFFER ON THE ALTAR WITH FINE FLOUR AND THE MEAT OFFERING MINGLED WITH OIL, WITH ITS DRINK OFFERING, OFFER THEM ALL TOGETHER ON THE ALTAR OF BURNT OFFERING, IT IS A SWEET SAVOR [SMOKE] BEFORE THE LORD. AND THOU WILT OFFER THE FAT OF THE SACRIFICE OF THANK OFFERINGS ON THE FIRE WHICH IS UPON THE ALTAR, AND THE FAT WHICH IS ON THE BELLY, AND ALL THE FAT ON THE INWARDS AND THE TWO KIDNEYS, AND ALL THE FAT THAT IS UPON THEM, AND UPON THE LOINS AND LIVER THOU SHALT REMOVE, TOGETHER WITH THE KIDNEYS. AND OFFER ALL THESE FOR A SWEET SAVOR [SMOKE] ACCEPTABLE BEFORE THE LORD, WITH ITS MEAT-OFFERING AND WITH ITS DRINK- OFFERING, FOR A SWEET SAVOR [SMOKE], THE BREAD OF THE OFFERING UNTO THE LORD. AND EAT ITS MEAT ON THAT DAY AND ON THE SECOND DAY, AND LET NOT THE SUN ON THE SECOND DAY GO DOWN UPON IT TILL IT IS EATEN, AND LET NOTHING BE LEFT OVER FOR THE THIRD DAY; FOR IT IS NOT ACCEPTABLE [FOR IT IS NOT APPROVED] AND LET IT NO LONGER BE EATEN, AND ALL WHO EAT THEREOF WILL BRING SIN UPON THEMSELVES, FOR THUS I HAVE FOUND IT WRITTEN IN THE [SEXLESS] BOOKS OF MY FOREFATHERS, AND IN THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF ENOCH, AND IN THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF NOAH. AND ON ALL THY OBLATIONS THOU SHALT STREW SALT, AND LET NOT THE SALT OF THE COVENANT BE LACKING IN ALL THY OBLATIONS BEFORE THE LORD. AND AS REGARDS THE WOOD OF THE SACRIFICES, BEWARE LEST THOU BRING (OTHER) WOOD FOR THE ALTAR IN ADDITION TO THESE: CYPRESS, BAY, ALMOND, FIR, PINE, CEDAR, SAVIN, FIG, OLIVE, MYRRH, LAUREL, ASPALATHUS. AND OF THESE KINDS OF WOOD LAY UPON THE ALTAR UNDER THE SACRIFICE, SUCH AS HAVE BEEN TESTED AS TO THEIR APPEARANCE, AND DO NOT LAY (THEREON) ANY SPLIT OR DARK WOOD, (BUT) HARD AND CLEAN, WITHOUT FAULT, A SOUND AND NEW GROWTH; AND DO NOT LAY (THEREON) OLD WOOD, [FOR ITS FRAGRANCE IS GONE] FOR THERE IS NO LONGER FRAGRANCE IN IT AS BEFORE. BESIDES THESE KINDS OF WOOD THERE IS NONE OTHER THAT THOU SHALT PLACE (ON THE ALTAR), FOR THE FRAGRANCE IS DISPERSED, AND THE SMELL OF ITS FRAGRANCE GOES NOT UP TO HEAVEN. OBSERVE THIS COMMANDMENT AND DO IT, MY SON, THAT THOU MAYST BE UPRIGHT IN ALL THY DEEDS. AND AT ALL TIMES BE CLEAN IN THY BODY, AND WASH THYSELF WITH WATER BEFORE THOU APPROACH TO OFFER ON THE ALTAR, AND WASH THY HANDS AND THY FEET BEFORE THOU DRAW NEAR TO THE ALTAR; AND WHEN THOU ART DONE SACRIFICING, WASH AGAIN THY HANDS AND THY FEET. AND LET NO BLOOD APPEAR UPON YOU NOR UPON YOUR CLOTHES, BE ON THY GUARD, MY SON, AGAINST BLOOD, BE ON THY GUARD EXCEEDINGLY, COVER IT WITH DUST. AND DO NOT EAT ANY BLOOD FOR IT IS THE SOUL, EAT NO BLOOD WHATEVER. AND TAKE NO GIFTS FOR THE BLOOD OF MAN, LEST IT BE SHED WITH IMPUNITY, WITHOUT JUDGMENT; FOR IT IS THE BLOOD THAT IS SHED THAT CAUSES THE EARTH TO [SEXUALLY] SIN, AND THE EARTH CANNOT BE CLEANSED FROM THE BLOOD OF MAN SAVE BY THE BLOOD OF HIM WHO SHED IT. AND TAKE NO PRESENT OR GIFT FOR THE BLOOD OF MAN: BLOOD FOR BLOOD, THAT THOU MAYEST BE ACCEPTED BEFORE THE LORD, THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], FOR HE IS THE DEFENSE OF THE GOOD: AND THAT THOU MAYEST BE PRESERVED FROM ALL [SEXUAL] EVIL, AND THAT HE MAY SAVE THEE FROM EVERY KIND OF DEATH. I SEE, MY SON, THAT ALL THE WORKS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN ARE [SEXUAL] SIN AND WICKEDNESS, AND ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS ARE UNCLEANNESS AND AN ABOMINATION AND A [SEX] POLLUTION, AND THERE IS NO RIGHTEOUSNESS WITH THEM. BEWARE, LEST THOU SHOULDEST WALK IN THEIR WAYS AND TREAD IN THEIR PATHS, AND [SEXUAL] SIN A [SEXUAL] SIN UNTO DEATH BEFORE THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. ELSE HE WILL [HIDE HIS FACE FROM THEE AND] GIVE THEE BACK INTO THE HANDS OF THY TRANSGRESSION, AND ROOT THEE OUT OF THE LAND, AND THY SEED LIKEWISE FROM UNDER HEAVEN, AND THY NAME AND THY SEED SHALL PERISH FROM THE WHOLE EARTH. TURN AWAY FROM ALL THEIR DEEDS AND ALL THEIR UNCLEANNESS, AND OBSERVE THE ORDINANCE OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], AND DO HIS WILL AND BE UPRIGHT IN ALL THINGS. AND HE WILL BLESS THEE IN ALL THY [SEXLESS] DEEDS, AND WILL RAISE UP FROM THEE A PLANT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS THROUGH ALL THE EARTH, THROUGHOUT ALL GENERATIONS OF THE EARTH, AND MY NAME AND THY NAME SHALL NOT BE FORGOTTEN UNDER HEAVEN FOR EVER. GO, MY SON IN PEACE. MAY THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], MY GOD AND THY GOD, STRENGTHEN THEE TO DO HIS WILL, AND MAY HE BLESS ALL THY SEED AND THE RESIDUE OF THY SEED FOR THE GENERATIONS FOR EVER, WITH ALL RIGHTEOUS BLESSINGS, THAT THOU MAYEST BE A BLESSING ON ALL THE EARTH.' AND HE WENT OUT FROM HIM REJOICING. 
THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM & ISAAC’S STEAD
AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE FIRST WEEK IN THE FORTY-FOURTH JUBILEE, IN THE SECOND YEAR, THAT IS, THE YEAR IN WHICH ABRAHAM DIED, THAT ISAAC AND ISHMAEL CAME FROM THE WELL OF THE OATH TO CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF WEEKS, THAT IS, THE FEAST OF THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE HARVEST-TO ABRAHAM, THEIR FATHER, AND ABRAHAM REJOICED BECAUSE HIS TWO SONS HAD COME. FOR ISAAC HAD MANY POSSESSIONS IN BEERSHEBA, AND ISAAC WAS WONT TO GO AND SEE HIS POSSESSIONS AND TO RETURN TO HIS FATHER. AND IN THOSE DAYS ISHMAEL CAME TO SEE HIS FATHER, AND THEY BOTH CAME TOGETHER, AND ISAAC OFFERED A SACRIFICE FOR A BURNT OFFERING, AND PRESENTED IT ON THE ALTAR OF HIS FATHER WHICH HE HAD MADE IN HEBRON. AND HE OFFERED A THANK OFFERING AND MADE A FEAST OF JOY BEFORE ISHMAEL, HIS BROTHER: AND REBECCA MADE NEW CAKES FROM THE NEW GRAIN, AND GAVE THEM TO JACOB, HER SON, TO TAKE THEM TO ABRAHAM, HIS FATHER, FROM THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE LAND, THAT HE MIGHT EAT AND BLESS THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL THINGS BEFORE HE DIED. AND ISAAC, TOO, SENT BY THE HAND OF JACOB TO ABRAHAM A BEST THANK OFFERING, THAT HE MIGHT EAT AND DRINK. AND HE, EAT AND DRANK, AND BLESSED THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], WHO HATH CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH, WHO HATH MADE ALL THE FAT THINGS OF THE EARTH, AND GIVEN THEM TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN THAT THEY MIGHT EAT AND DRINK AND BLESS THEIR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 'AND NOW I GIVE THANKS UNTO THEE, MY GOD, BECAUSE THOU HAST CAUSED ME TO SEE THIS DAY: BEHOLD, I AM ONE HUNDRED THREE SCORE AND FIFTEEN YEARS, AN OLD MAN AND FULL OF DAYS, AND ALL MY DAYS HAVE BEEN UNTO ME PEACE. THE SWORD OF THE ADVERSARY HAS NOT OVERCOME ME IN ALL THAT THOU HAST GIVEN ME AND MY CHILDREN ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE UNTIL THIS DAY. MY GOD, MAY THY MERCY AND THY PEACE BE UPON THY SERVANT, AND UPON THE SEED OF HIS SONS, THAT THEY MAY BE TO THEE A CHOSEN NATION AND AN INHERITANCE FROM AMONGST ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH FROM HENCEFORTH UNTO ALL THE DAYS OF THE GENERATIONS OF THE EARTH, UNTO ALL THE AGES.' AND HE CALLED JACOB AND SAID: 'MY SON JACOB, MAY THE GOD OF ALL BLESS THEE AND STRENGTHEN THEE TO DO RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND HIS WILL BEFORE HIM, AND MAY HE CHOOSE THEE AND THY SEED THAT YE MAY BECOME A PEOPLE FOR HIS INHERITANCE ACCORDING TO HIS WILL ALWAYS. AND DO THOU, MY SON, JACOB, DRAW NEAR AND KISS ME.' AND HE DREW NEAR AND KISSED HIM, AND HE SAID: 'BLESSED BE MY SON JACOB AND ALL THE SONS OF GOD MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], UNTO ALL THE AGES: MAY GOD GIVE UNTO THEE A SEED OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND SOME OF THY SONS MAY HE SANCTIFY IN THE MIDST OF THE WHOLE EARTH, MAY NATIONS SERVE THEE, AND ALL THE NATIONS BOW THEMSELVES BEFORE THY SEED. BE STRONG IN THE PRESENCE OF MEN, AND EXERCISE AUTHORITY OVER ALL THE SEED OF SETH. THEN THY WAYS AND THE WAYS OF THY SONS WILL BE JUSTIFIED, SO THAT THEY SHALL BECOME A HOLY NATION. MAY THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] GIVE THEE ALL THE BLESSINGS WHEREWITH HE HAS BLESSED ME AND WHEREWITH HE BLESSED NOAH AND ADAM, MAY THEY REST ON THE SACRED HEAD OF THY SEED FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION FOR EVER. AND MAY HE CLEANSE THEE FROM ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AND [SEXUAL] IMPURITY, THAT THOU MAYEST BE FORGIVEN ALL THE TRANSGRESSIONS, WHICH THOU HAST COMMITTED IGNORANTLY. AND MAY HE STRENGTHEN THEE, AND BLESS THEE. AND MAYEST THOU INHERIT THE WHOLE EARTH, AND MAY HE RENEW HIS COVENANT WITH THEE. THAT THOU MAYEST BE TO HIM A NATION FOR HIS INHERITANCE FOR ALL THE AGES, AND THAT HE MAY BE TO THEE AND TO THY SEED A GOD IN TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS THROUGHOUT ALL THE DAYS OF THE EARTH. AND DO THOU, MY SON JACOB, REMEMBER MY WORDS, AND OBSERVE THE COMMANDMENTS OF ABRAHAM, THY FATHER: SEPARATE THYSELF FROM THE NATIONS, AND EAT NOT WITH THEM: AND DO NOT ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS, AND BECOME NOT THEIR ASSOCIATE, FOR THEIR WORKS ARE UNCLEAN, AND ALL THEIR WAYS ARE A [SEXUAL] POLLUTION AND AN ABOMINATION AND UNCLEANNESS. THEY OFFER THEIR SACRIFICES TO THE DEAD AND THEY [SEXUALLY] WORSHIP EVIL SPIRITS, AND THEY EAT OVER THE GRAVES, AND ALL THEIR WORKS ARE VANITY AND NOTHINGNESS. THEY HAVE NO HEART TO UNDERSTAND AND THEIR EYES DO NOT SEE WHAT THEIR WORKS ARE, AND HOW THEY ERR IN SAYING TO A PIECE OF WOOD: 'THOU ART MY GOD,' AND TO A STONE: 'THOU ART MY LORD AND THOU ART MY DELIVERER.' [AND THEY HAVE NO HEART.] AND AS FOR THEE, MY SON JACOB, MAY THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] HELP THEE AND THE GOD OF HEAVEN BLESS THEE AND REMOVE THEE FROM THEIR UNCLEANNESS AND FROM ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] ERROR. BE THOU WARE, MY SON JACOB, OF TAKING A WIFE FROM ANY SEED OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN, FOR ALL HIS SEED IS TO BE ROOTED OUT OF THE EARTH. FOR, OWING TO THE TRANSGRESSION OF HAM, CANAAN ERRED, AND ALL HIS SEED SHALL BE DESTROYED FROM OFF THE EARTH AND ALL THE RESIDUE THEREOF, AND NONE SPRINGING FROM HIM SHALL BE SAVED ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. AND AS FOR ALL THE [SEXUAL] WORSHIPPERS OF IDOLS AND THE PROFANE (B) THERE SHALL BE NO HOPE FOR THEM IN THE LAND OF THE LIVING, (C) AND THERE SHALL BE NO REMEMBRANCE OF THEM ON THE EARTH, (C) FOR THEY SHALL DESCEND INTO SHEOL, (D) AND INTO THE PLACE OF CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] SHALL THEY GO, AS THE CHILDREN OF SODOM WERE TAKEN AWAY FROM THE EARTH SO WILL ALL THOSE WHO WORSHIP IDOLS BE TAKEN AWAY. FEAR NOT, MY SON JACOB, AND BE NOT DISMAYED, O SON OF ABRAHAM: MAY THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] PRESERVE THEE FROM DESTRUCTION, AND FROM ALL THE PATHS OF [SEXUAL] ERROR MAY HE DELIVER THEE. THIS HOUSE HAVE I BUILT FOR MYSELF THAT I MIGHT PUT MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] UPON IT IN THE EARTH: [IT IS GIVEN TO THEE AND TO THY SEED FOR EVER], AND IT WILL BE NAMED THE HOUSE OF ABRAHAM, IT IS GIVEN TO THEE AND TO THY SEED FOR EVER, FOR THOU WILT BUILD MY HOUSE AND ESTABLISH MY NAME BEFORE GOD FOR EVER: THY SEED AND THY NAME WILL STAND THROUGHOUT ALL GENERATIONS OF THE EARTH.' AND HE CEASED COMMANDING HIM AND BLESSING HIM. AND THE TWO LAY TOGETHER ON ONE BED, AND JACOB SLEPT IN THE BOSOM OF ABRAHAM, HIS FATHER'S FATHER AND HE KISSED HIM SEVEN TIMES, AND HIS AFFECTION AND HIS HEART REJOICED OVER HIM. AND HE BLESSED HIM WITH ALL HIS HEART AND SAID: 'THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], THE GOD OF ALL, AND [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL, WHO BROUGHT ME FORTH FROM UR OF THE CHALDEES THAT HE MIGHT GIVE ME THIS LAND TO INHERIT IT FOR EVER, AND THAT I MIGHT ESTABLISH A HOLY SEED-BLESSED BE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] FOR EVER.' AND HE BLESSED JACOB AND SAID: 'MY SON, OVER WHOM WITH ALL MY HEART AND MY AFFECTION I REJOICE, MAY THY GRACE AND THY MERCY BE LIFT UP UPON HIM AND UPON HIS SEED ALWAYS. AND DO NOT FORSAKE HIM, NOR SET HIM AT NAUGHT FROM HENCEFORTH UNTO THE DAYS OF ETERNITY, AND MAY THINE EYES BE OPENED UPON HIM AND UPON HIS SEED, THAT THOU MAYST PRESERVE HIM, AND BLESS HIM, AND MAYEST SANCTIFY HIM AS A NATION FOR THINE INHERITANCE, AND BLESS HIM WITH ALL THY BLESSINGS FROM HENCEFORTH UNTO ALL THE DAYS OF ETERNITY, AND RENEW THY COVENANT AND THY GRACE WITH HIM AND WITH HIS SEED ACCORDING TO ALL THY GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE UNTO ALL THE GENERATIONS OF THE EARTH.' AND HE PLACED TWO FINGERS OF JACOB ON HIS EYES, AND HE BLESSED THE GOD OF GODS, AND HE COVERED HIS FACE AND STRETCHED OUT HIS FEET AND SLEPT THE SLEEP OF ETERNITY, AND WAS GATHERED TO HIS FATHERS. AND NOTWITHSTANDING ALL THIS JACOB WAS LYING IN HIS BOSOM, AND KNEW NOT THAT ABRAHAM, HIS FATHER'S FATHER, WAS DEAD. AND JACOB AWOKE FROM HIS SLEEP, AND BEHOLD ABRAHAM WAS COLD AS ICE, AND HE SAID 'FATHER, FATHER', BUT THERE WAS NONE THAT SPOKE, AND HE KNEW THAT HE WAS DEAD. AND HE AROSE FROM HIS BOSOM AND RAN AND TOLD REBECCA, HIS MOTHER, AND REBECCA WENT TO ISAAC IN THE NIGHT, AND TOLD HIM, AND THEY WENT TOGETHER, AND JACOB WITH THEM, AND A LAMP WAS IN HIS HAND, AND WHEN THEY HAD GONE IN, THEY FOUND ABRAHAM LYING DEAD. AND ISAAC FELL ON THE FACE OF HIS FATHER AND WEPT AND KISSED HIM. AND THE VOICES WERE HEARD IN THE HOUSE OF ABRAHAM, AND ISHMAEL HIS SON AROSE, AND WENT TO ABRAHAM HIS FATHER, AND WEPT OVER ABRAHAM HIS FATHER, HE AND ALL THE HOUSE OF ABRAHAM, AND THEY WEPT WITH A GREAT WEEPING. AND HIS SONS ISAAC AND ISHMAEL BURIED HIM IN THE DOUBLE CAVE, NEAR SARAH HIS WIFE, AND THEY WEPT FOR HIM FORTY DAYS, ALL THE MEN OF HIS HOUSE, AND ISAAC AND ISHMAEL, AND ALL THEIR SONS, AND ALL THE SONS OF KETURAH IN THEIR PLACES, AND THE DAYS OF WEEPING FOR ABRAHAM WERE ENDED. AND HE LIVED THREE JUBILEES AND FOUR WEEKS OF YEARS, ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS, AND COMPLETED THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE, BEING OLD AND FULL OF DAYS. 
THE WHOLE EARTH SHALL BE OVERTHROWN BECAUSE OF SEXUALITY
FOR THE DAYS OF THE FOREFATHERS, OF THEIR LIFE, WERE NINETEEN JUBILEES, AND AFTER THE FLOOD THEY BEGAN TO GROW LESS THAN NINETEEN JUBILEES, AND TO DECREASE IN JUBILEES, AND TO GROW OLD QUICKLY, AND TO BE FULL OF THEIR DAYS BY REASON OF MANIFOLD TRIBULATION AND THE WICKEDNESS OF THEIR WAYS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF ABRAHAM. FOR ABRAHAM WAS PERFECT IN ALL HIS [SEXLESS] DEEDS WITH THE LORD, AND WELL-PLEASING IN RIGHTEOUSNESS ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE, AND BEHOLD, HE DID NOT COMPLETE FOUR JUBILEES IN HIS LIFE, WHEN HE HAD GROWN OLD BY REASON OF THE [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS, AND WAS FULL OF HIS DAYS. AND ALL THE GENERATIONS WHICH SHALL ARISE FROM THIS TIME UNTIL THE DAY OF THE GREAT JUDGMENT SHALL GROW OLD QUICKLY, BEFORE THEY COMPLETE TWO JUBILEES, AND THEIR KNOWLEDGE SHALL FORSAKE THEM BY REASON OF THEIR OLD AGE LAND ALL THEIR KNOWLEDGE SHALL VANISH AWAY]. AND IN THOSE DAYS, IF A MAN, LIVE A JUBILEE AND A-HALF OF YEARS, THEY SHALL SAY REGARDING HIM: 'HE HAS LIVED LONG, AND THE GREATER PART OF HIS DAYS ARE PAIN AND SORROW AND TRIBULATION, AND THERE IS NO PEACE: FOR CALAMITY FOLLOWS ON CALAMITY, AND WOUND ON WOUND, AND TRIBULATION ON TRIBULATION, AND EVIL TIDINGS ON EVIL TIDINGS, AND ILLNESS ON ILLNESS, AND ALL [SEXUAL] EVIL JUDGMENTS SUCH AS THESE, ONE WITH ANOTHER, ILLNESS AND OVERTHROW, AND SNOW AND FROST AND ICE, AND FEVER, AND CHILLS, AND TORPOR, AND FAMINE, AND DEATH, AND SWORD, AND CAPTIVITY, AND ALL KINDS OF CALAMITIES AND PAINS.' AND ALL THESE SHALL COME ON AN EVIL GENERATION, WHICH TRANSGRESSES ON THE EARTH: THEIR WORKS ARE UNCLEANNESS AND FORNICATION, AND [SEXUAL] POLLUTION AND ABOMINATIONS. THEN THEY SHALL SAY: 'THE DAYS OF THE FOREFATHERS WERE MANY (EVEN), UNTO A THOUSAND YEARS, AND WERE GOOD; BUT BEHOLD, THE DAYS OF OUR LIFE, IF A MAN HAS LIVED MANY, ARE THREE SCORE YEARS AND TEN, AND, IF HE IS STRONG, FOUR SCORE YEARS, AND THOSE [SEXUALLY] EVIL, AND THERE IS NO PEACE IN THE DAYS OF THIS EVIL GENERATION.' AND IN THAT GENERATION THE SONS SHALL CONVICT THEIR FATHERS AND THEIR ELDERS OF [SEXUAL] SIN AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND OF THE WORDS OF THEIR MOUTH AND THE GREAT WICKEDNESSES WHICH THEY [SEXUALLY] PERPETRATE, AND CONCERNING THEIR FORSAKING THE COVENANT WHICH THE LORD MADE BETWEEN THEM AND HIM, THAT THEY SHOULD OBSERVE AND DO ALL HIS COMMANDMENTS AND HIS ORDINANCES AND ALL HIS [SEXLESS] LAWS, WITHOUT DEPARTING EITHER TO THE RIGHT HAND OR THE LEFT. FOR ALL HAVE DONE [SEXUALLY] EVIL, AND EVERY MOUTH SPEAKS [SEXUAL] INIQUITY AND ALL THEIR WORKS ARE AN UNCLEANNESS AND AN ABOMINATION, AND ALL THEIR WAYS ARE [SEXUAL] POLLUTION, UNCLEANNESS AND DESTRUCTION. BEHOLD THE EARTH SHALL BE DESTROYED ON ACCOUNT OF ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] WORKS, AND THERE SHALL BE NO SEED OF THE VINE, AND NO OIL; FOR THEIR WORKS ARE ALTOGETHER FAITHLESS, AND THEY SHALL ALL PERISH TOGETHER, BEASTS AND CATTLE AND BIRDS, AND ALL THE FISH OF THE SEA, ON ACCOUNT OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND THEY SHALL STRIVE ONE WITH ANOTHER, THE YOUNG WITH THE OLD, AND THE OLD WITH THE YOUNG, THE POOR WITH THE RICH, THE LOWLY WITH THE GREAT, AND THE BEGGAR WITH THE PRINCE, ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE [SEXLESS] COVENANT, FOR THEY HAVE FORGOTTEN COMMANDMENT, AND COVENANT, AND FEASTS, AND MONTHS, AND SABBATHS, AND JUBILEES, AND ALL JUDGMENTS. AND THEY SHALL STAND <WITH BOWS AND> SWORDS AND WAR TO TURN THEM BACK INTO THE WAY, BUT THEY SHALL NOT RETURN UNTIL MUCH BLOOD HAS BEEN SHED ON THE EARTH, ONE BY ANOTHER. AND THOSE WHO HAVE ESCAPED SHALL NOT RETURN FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS TO THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT THEY SHALL ALL EXALT THEMSELVES TO [SEXUAL] DECEIT AND WEALTH, THAT THEY MAY EACH TAKE ALL THAT IS HIS NEIGHBOR'S, AND THEY SHALL NAME THE GREAT NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], BUT NOT IN TRUTH AND NOT IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THEY SHALL [SEXUALLY] DEFILE THE HOLY OF HOLIES WITH THEIR UNCLEANNESS AND THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF THEIR [SEXUAL] POLLUTION. AND A GREAT PUNISHMENT SHALL BEFALL THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF THIS GENERATION FROM THE LORD, AND HE WILL GIVE THEM OVER TO THE SWORD AND TO JUDGMENT AND TO CAPTIVITY, AND TO BE PLUNDERED AND DEVOURED. AND HE WILL WAKE UP AGAINST THEM THE SINNERS OF THE GENTILES, WHO HAVE NEITHER MERCY NOR COMPASSION, AND WHO SHALL RESPECT THE PERSON OF NONE, NEITHER OLD NOR YOUNG, NOR ANY ONE, FOR THEY ARE MORE [SEXUALLY] WICKED AND STRONG TO DO EVIL THAN ALL THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND THEY SHALL USE VIOLENCE AGAINST ISRAEL AND TRANSGRESSION AGAINST JACOB, 
AND MUCH BLOOD SHALL BE SHED UPON THE EARTH, AND THERE SHALL BE NONE TO GATHER AND NONE TO BURY. IN THOSE DAYS THEY SHALL CRY ALOUD, AND CALL AND PRAY THAT THEY MAY BE SAVED FROM THE HAND OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS, THE GENTILES, BUT NONE SHALL BE SAVED. AND THE HEADS OF THE CHILDREN SHALL BE WHITE WITH GREY HAIR, AND A CHILD OF THREE WEEKS SHALL APPEAR OLD LIKE A MAN OF ONE HUNDRED YEARS, AND THEIR STATURE SHALL BE DESTROYED BY TRIBULATION AND [SEXUAL] OPPRESSION. AND IN THOSE DAYS THE CHILDREN SHALL BEGIN TO STUDY THE [SEXLESS] LAWS, AND TO SEEK THE COMMANDMENTS, AND TO RETURN TO THE PATH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND THE DAYS SHALL BEGIN TO GROW MANY AND INCREASE AMONGST THOSE CHILDREN OF MEN TILL THEIR DAYS DRAW NIGH TO ONE THOUSAND YEARS. AND TO A GREATER NUMBER OF YEARS THAN (BEFORE) WAS THE NUMBER OF THE DAYS. AND THERE SHALL BE NO OLD MAN NOR ONE WHO IS <NOT> SATISFIED WITH HIS DAYS, FOR ALL SHALL BE (AS) CHILDREN AND YOUTHS. AND ALL THEIR DAYS THEY SHALL COMPLETE AND LIVE IN PEACE AND IN JOY, AND THERE SHALL BE NO SATAN NOR ANY EVIL DESTROYER, FOR ALL THEIR DAYS SHALL BE DAYS OF BLESSING AND HEALING. AND AT THAT TIME THE LORD WILL HEAL HIS SERVANTS, AND THEY SHALL RISE UP AND SEE GREAT PEACE, AND DRIVE OUT THEIR [SEXUAL] ADVERSARIES. AND THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL SEE AND BE THANKFUL, AND REJOICE WITH JOY FOR EVER AND EVER, AND SHALL SEE ALL THEIR JUDGMENTS AND ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] CURSES ON THEIR ENEMIES. AND THEIR BONES SHALL REST IN THE EARTH, AND THEIR SPIRITS SHALL HAVE MUCH JOY, AND THEY SHALL KNOW THAT IT IS THE LORD WHO EXECUTES JUDGMENT, AND SHOWS MERCY TO HUNDREDS AND THOUSANDS AND TO ALL THAT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM AND DO THOU, MOSES, WRITE DOWN THESE WORDS, FOR THUS ARE THEY WRITTEN, AND THEY RECORD (THEM) ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS FOR A [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY FOR THE GENERATIONS FOR EVER. 
AFTER THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM
AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM, THAT THE LORD BLESSED ISAAC HIS SON, AND HE AROSE FROM HEBRON AND WENT AND DWELT AT THE WELL OF THE VISION IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE THIRD WEEK OF THIS JUBILEE, SEVEN YEARS. AND IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE FOURTH WEEK A FAMINE BEGAN IN THE LAND, BESIDES THE FIRST FAMINE, WHICH HAD BEEN IN THE DAYS OF ABRAHAM. AND JACOB SOD LENTIL POTTAGE, AND ESAU CAME FROM THE FIELD HUNGRY. AND HE SAID TO JACOB HIS BROTHER: 'GIVE ME OF THIS RED POTTAGE.' AND JACOB SAID TO HIM: 'SELL TO ME THY [PRIMOGENITURE, THIS] BIRTHRIGHT AND I WILL GIVE THEE BREAD, AND ALSO SOME OF THIS LENTIL POTTAGE.' AND ESAU SAID IN HIS HEART: 'I SHALL DIE; OF WHAT PROFIT TO ME IS THIS BIRTHRIGHT? 'AND HE SAID TO JACOB: 'I GIVE IT TO THEE.' AND JACOB SAID: 'SWEAR TO ME, THIS DAY,' AND HE SWORE UNTO HIM. AND JACOB GAVE HIS BROTHER ESAU BREAD AND POTTAGE, AND HE EAT TILL HE WAS SATISFIED, AND ESAU DESPISED HIS BIRTHRIGHT, FOR THIS REASON, WAS ESAU'S NAME CALLED EDOM, ON ACCOUNT OF THE RED POTTAGE WHICH JACOB GAVE HIM FOR HIS BIRTHRIGHT. AND JACOB BECAME THE ELDER, AND ESAU WAS BROUGHT DOWN FROM HIS DIGNITY. AND THE FAMINE WAS OVER THE LAND, AND ISAAC DEPARTED TO GO DOWN INTO EGYPT IN THE SECOND YEAR OF THIS WEEK, AND WENT TO THE KING OF THE PHILISTINES TO GERAR, UNTO ABIMELECH. AND THE LORD APPEARED UNTO HIM AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'GO NOT DOWN INTO EGYPT, DWELL IN THE LAND THAT I SHALL TELL THEE OF, AND SOJOURN IN THIS LAND, AND I WILL BE WITH THEE AND BLESS THEE. FOR TO THEE AND TO THY SEED WILL I GIVE ALL THIS LAND, AND I WILL ESTABLISH MY OATH WHICH I SWORE UNTO ABRAHAM THY FATHER, AND I WILL MULTIPLY THY SEED AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN, AND WILL GIVE UNTO THY SEED ALL THIS LAND. AND IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED, BECAUSE THY FATHER OBEYED MY VOICE, AND KEPT MY CHARGE AND MY COMMANDMENTS, AND MY [SEXLESS] LAWS, AND MY ORDINANCES, AND MY COVENANT; AND NOW OBEY MY VOICE AND DWELL IN THIS LAND.' AND HE DWELT IN GELAR THREE WEEKS OF YEARS. AND ABIMELECH CHARGED CONCERNING HIM, AND CONCERNING ALL THAT WAS HIS, SAYING: 'ANY MAN THAT SHALL TOUCH HIM OR AUGHT THAT IS HIS SHALL SURELY DIE.' AND ISAAC WAXED STRONG AMONG THE PHILISTINES, AND HE GOT MANY POSSESSIONS, OXEN AND SHEEP AND CAMELS AND ASSES AND A GREAT HOUSEHOLD. AND HE SOWED IN THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES AND BROUGHT IN A HUNDRED-FOLD, AND ISAAC BECAME EXCEEDINGLY GREAT, AND THE PHILISTINES ENVIED HIM. NOW ALL THE WELLS WHICH THE SERVANTS OF ABRAHAM HAD DUG DURING THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM, THE PHILISTINES HAD STOPPED THEM AFTER THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM, AND FILLED THEM WITH EARTH. AND ABIMELECH SAID UNTO ISAAC: 'GO FROM US, FOR THOU ART MUCH MIGHTIER THAN WE', AND ISAAC DEPARTED THENCE IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE SEVENTH WEEK, AND SOJOURNED IN THE VALLEYS OF GERAR. AND THEY DIGGED AGAIN THE WELLS OF WATER WHICH THE SERVANTS OF ABRAHAM, HIS FATHER, HAD DIGGED, AND WHICH THE PHILISTINES HAD CLOSED AFTER THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM HIS FATHER, AND HE CALLED THEIR NAMES AS ABRAHAM HIS FATHER HAD NAMED THEM. AND THE SERVANTS OF ISAAC DUG A WELL IN THE VALLEY, AND FOUND LIVING WATER, AND THE SHEPHERDS OF GERAR STROVE WITH THE SHEPHERDS OF ISAAC, SAYING: 'THE WATER IS OURS'; AND ISAAC CALLED THE NAME OF THE WELL 'PERVERSITY', BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN PERVERSE WITH US. AND THEY DUG A SECOND WELL, AND THEY STROVE FOR THAT ALSO, AND HE CALLED ITS NAME 'ENMITY'. AND HE AROSE FROM THENCE AND THEY DIGGED ANOTHER WELL, AND FOR THAT THEY STROVE NOT, AND HE CALLED THE NAME OF IT, 'ROOM', AND ISAAC SAID: 'NOW THE LORD HATH MADE ROOM FOR US, AND WE HAVE INCREASED IN THE LAND.' AND HE WENT UP FROM THENCE TO THE WELL OF THE OATH IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE FIRST WEEK IN THE FORTY-FOURTH JUBILEE. AND THE LORD APPEARED TO HIM THAT NIGHT, ON THE NEW MOON OF THE FIRST MONTH, AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM THY FATHER, FEAR NOT, FOR I AM WITH THEE, AND SHALL BLESS THEE AND SHALL SURELY MULTIPLY THY SEED AS THE SAND OF THE EARTH, FOR THE SAKE OF ABRAHAM MY SERVANT.' AND HE BUILT AN ALTAR THERE, WHICH ABRAHAM HIS FATHER HAD FIRST BUILT, AND HE CALLED UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND HE OFFERED SACRIFICE TO THE GOD OF ABRAHAM HIS FATHER. AND THEY DIGGED A WELL AND THEY FOUND LIVING WATER. AND THE SERVANTS OF ISAAC DIGGED ANOTHER WELL AND DID NOT FIND WATER, AND THEY WENT AND TOLD ISAAC THAT THEY HAD NOT FOUND WATER, AND ISAAC SAID: 'I HAVE SWORN THIS DAY TO THE PHILISTINES AND THIS THING HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED TO US.' AND HE CALLED THE NAME OF THAT PLACE, THE WELL OF THE OATH, FOR THERE HE HAD SWORN TO ABIMELECH AND AHUZZATH HIS FRIEND AND PHICOL THE PREFECT OR HIS HOST. AND ISAAC KNEW THAT DAY THAT UNDER CONSTRAINT HE HAD SWORN TO THEM TO MAKE PEACE WITH THEM. AND ISAAC ON THAT DAY CURSED THE PHILISTINES AND SAID: 'CURSED BE THE PHILISTINES UNTO THE DAY OF WRATH AND INDIGNATION FROM THE MIDST OF ALL NATIONS; MAY GOD MAKE THEM A DERISION AND A CURSE AND AN OBJECT OF WRATH AND INDIGNATION IN THE HANDS OF THE SINNERS THE GENTILES AND IN THE HANDS OF THE KITTIM. AND WHOEVER ESCAPES THE SWORD OF THE ENEMY AND THE KITTIM, MAY THE RIGHTEOUS NATION ROOT OUT IN JUDGMENT FROM UNDER HEAVEN, FOR THEY SHALL BE THE ENEMIES AND FOES OF MY CHILDREN THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS UPON THE EARTH. AND NO REMNANT SHALL BE LEFT TO THEM, NOR ONE THAT SHALL BE SAVED ON THE DAY OF THE WRATH OF JUDGMENT, FOR DESTRUCTION AND ROOTING OUT AND EXPULSION FROM THE EARTH IS THE WHOLE SEED OF THE PHILISTINES (RESERVED), AND THERE SHALL NO LONGER BE LEFT FOR THESE CAPHTORIM A NAME OR A SEED ON THE EARTH. FOR THOUGH, HE, ASCEND UNTO HEAVEN, THENCE SHALL HE BE BROUGHT DOWN, AND THOUGH HE, MAKE HIMSELF STRONG ON EARTH, THENCE SHALL HE BE DRAGGED FORTH, AND THOUGH HE, HIDE HIMSELF AMONGST THE NATIONS, EVEN FROM THENCE SHALL HE BE ROOTED OUT, AND THOUGH HE, DESCEND INTO SHEOL, THERE ALSO SHALL HIS CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] BE GREAT, AND THERE ALSO HE SHALL HAVE NO PEACE. AND IF HE, GO INTO CAPTIVITY, BY THE HANDS OF THOSE THAT SEEK HIS LIFE SHALL THEY SLAY HIM ON THE WAY, AND NEITHER NAME NOR SEED SHALL BE LEFT TO HIM ON ALL THE EARTH, FOR INTO ETERNAL MALEDICTION SHALL HE DEPART.' 
JACOB LOOKS FOR A WIFE
AND THUS IS IT WRITTEN AND ENGRAVED CONCERNING HIM ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS, TO DO UNTO HIM ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, SO THAT HE MAY BE ROOTED, OUT OF THE EARTH AND IN THE SECOND YEAR OF THIS WEEK IN THIS JUBILEE, REBECCA CALLED JACOB HER SON, AND SPOKE UNTO HIM, SAYING: 'MY SON, DO NOT TAKE THEE A WIFE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN, AS ESAU, THY BROTHER, WHO TOOK HIM TWO WIVES OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN, AND THEY HAVE EMBITTERED MY SOUL WITH ALL THEIR UNCLEAN [SEXUAL] DEEDS: FOR ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS ARE FORNICATION AND LUST, AND THERE IS NO RIGHTEOUSNESS WITH THEM, FOR (THEIR DEEDS) ARE EVIL. AND I, MY SON, LOVE THEE EXCEEDINGLY, AND MY HEART AND MY AFFECTION BLESS THEE EVERY HOUR OF THE DAY AND WATCH OF THE NIGHT. AND NOW, MY SON, HEARKEN TO MY VOICE, AND DO THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THY MOTHER, AND DO NOT TAKE THEE A [SEXLESS] WIFE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THIS LAND, BUT ONLY OF THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER, AND OF MY FATHER'S KINDRED. THOU SHALT TAKE THEE A WIFE OF THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] WILL BLESS THEE, AND THY CHILDREN SHALL BE A RIGHTEOUS GENERATION AND A HOLY SEED.' AND THEN SPOKE JACOB TO REBECCA, HIS MOTHER, AND SAID UNTO HER: 'BEHOLD, MOTHER, I AM NINE WEEKS OF YEARS OLD, AND I NEITHER KNOW NOR HAVE I TOUCHED ANY WOMAN, NOR HAVE I BETROTHED MYSELF TO ANY, NOR EVEN THINK OF TAKING ME A WIFE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN. FOR I REMEMBER, MOTHER, THE WORDS OF ABRAHAM, OUR FATHER, FOR HE COMMANDED ME NOT TO TAKE A WIFE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN, BUT TO TAKE ME A WIFE FROM THE SEED OF MY FATHER'S HOUSE AND FROM MY KINDRED. I HAVE HEARD BEFORE THAT DAUGHTERS HAVE BEEN BORN TO LABAN, THY BROTHER, AND I HAVE SET MY HEART ON THEM TO TAKE A WIFE FROM AMONGST THEM. AND FOR THIS REASON, I HAVE GUARDED MYSELF IN MY SPIRIT AGAINST [SEXUALLY] SINNING OR BEING [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED IN ALL MY WAYS THROUGHOUT ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE, FOR WITH REGARD TO [SEXUAL] LUST AND FORNICATION, ABRAHAM, MY FATHER, GAVE ME MANY COMMANDS. AND, DESPITE ALL THAT HE HAS COMMANDED ME, THESE TWO AND TWENTY YEARS MY BROTHER HAS STRIVEN WITH ME, AND SPOKEN FREQUENTLY TO ME AND SAID: 'MY BROTHER, TAKE TO WIFE A SISTER OF MY TWO WIVES', BUT I REFUSE TO DO AS HE HAS DONE. I SWEAR BEFORE THEE, MOTHER, THAT ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE I WILL NOT TAKE ME A WIFE FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF THE SEED OF CANAAN, AND I WILL NOT ACT [SEXUALLY] WICKEDLY AS MY BROTHER HAS DONE. FEAR NOT, MOTHER, BE ASSURED THAT I SHALL DO THY WILL AND WALK IN UPRIGHTNESS, AND NOT [SEXUAL] CORRUPT MY WAYS FOR EVER.' AND THEREUPON SHE LIFTED UP HER FACE TO HEAVEN AND EXTENDED THE FINGERS OF HER HANDS, AND OPENED HER MOUTH AND BLESSED THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], WHO HAD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AND SHE GAVE HIM THANKS AND PRAISE. AND SHE SAID: 'BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD, AND MAY HIS HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BE BLESSED FOR EVER AND EVER, WHO HAS GIVEN ME JACOB AS A PURE SON AND A HOLY SEED; FOR HE IS THINE, AND THINE SHALL HIS SEED BE CONTINUALLY AND THROUGHOUT ALL THE GENERATIONS FOR EVERMORE. BLESS HIM, O LORD, AND PLACE IN MY MOUTH THE BLESSING OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT I MAY BLESS HIM.' AND AT THAT HOUR, WHEN THE SPIRIT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS DESCENDED INTO HER MOUTH, SHE PLACED BOTH HER HANDS ON THE HEAD OF JACOB, AND SAID: BLESSED ART THOU, LORD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND GOD OF THE AGES AND MAY HE BLESS THEE BEYOND ALL THE GENERATIONS OF MEN. MAY HE GIVE THEE, MY SON, THE PATH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND REVEAL RIGHTEOUSNESS TO THY SEED. AND MAY HE MAKE THY SONS MANY DURING THY LIFE, AND MAY THEY ARISE ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THE MONTHS OF THE YEAR. AND MAY THEIR SONS BECOME MANY AND GREAT BEYOND THE STARS OF HEAVEN, AND THEIR NUMBERS BE MORE THAN THE SAND OF THE SEA. AND MAY HE GIVE THEM THIS GOODLY LAND, AS HE SAID HE WOULD GIVE IT TO ABRAHAM AND TO HIS SEED AFTER HIM ALWAYS AND MAY THEY HOLD IT AS A POSSESSION FOR EVER. AND MAY I SEE (BORN) UNTO THEE, MY SON, BLESSED CHILDREN DURING MY LIFE, AND A BLESSED AND HOLY SEED MAY ALL THY SEED BE. AND AS THOU HAST REFRESHED THY MOTHER'S SPIRIT DURING HER LIFE, THE WOMB OF HER THAT BARE THEE BLESSES THEE THUS, [MY AFFECTION] AND MY BREASTS BLESS THEE AND MY MOUTH AND MY TONGUE PRAISE THEE GREATLY. INCREASE AND SPREAD OVER THE EARTH, AND MAY THY SEED BE PERFECT IN THE JOY OF HEAVEN AND EARTH FOR EVER, AND MAY THY SEED REJOICE, AND ON THE GREAT DAY OF PEACE MAY IT HAVE PEACE. AND MAY THY NAME AND THY SEED ENDURE TO ALL THE AGES, AND MAY THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] BE THEIR GOD, AND MAY THE GOD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS DWELL WITH THEM, AND BY THEM MAY HIS SANCTUARY BE BUILT UNTO ALL THE AGES. BLESSED BE HE THAT BLESSES THEE, AND ALL FLESH THAT CURSES THEE FALSELY, MAY IT BE CURSED.' AND SHE KISSED HIM, AND SAID TO HIM, 'MAY THE LORD OF THE WORLD [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEE AS THE HEART OF THY MOTHER AND HER AFFECTION REJOICE IN THEE AND BLESS THEE.' 
ISAAC NEARS HIS DEATH
AND SHE CEASED FROM BLESSING. AND IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THIS WEEK ISAAC CALLED ESAU, HIS ELDER SON, AND SAID UNTO HIM: ' I AM OLD, MY SON, AND BEHOLD MY EYES ARE DIM IN SEEING, AND I KNOW NOT THE DAY OF MY DEATH. AND NOW TAKE THY HUNTING WEAPONS THY QUIVER AND THY BOW, AND GO OUT TO THE FIELD, AND HUNT AND CATCH ME (VENISON), MY SON, AND MAKE ME SAVORY MEAT, SUCH AS MY SOUL [SEXLESSLY] LOVES, AND BRING IT TO ME THAT I MAY EAT, AND THAT MY SOUL MAY BLESS THEE BEFORE I DIE.' BUT REBECCA HEARD ISAAC SPEAKING TO ESAU. AND ESAU WENT FORTH EARLY TO THE FIELD TO HUNT AND CATCH AND BRING HOME TO HIS FATHER. AND REBECCA CALLED JACOB, HER SON, AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'BEHOLD, I HEARD ISAAC, THY FATHER, SPEAK UNTO ESAU, THY BROTHER, SAYING: "HUNT FOR ME, AND MAKE ME SAVORY MEAT, AND BRING (IT) TO ME THAT I MAY EAT AND BLESS THEE BEFORE THE LORD BEFORE I DIE." AND NOW, MY SON, OBEY MY VOICE IN THAT WHICH I COMMAND THEE: GO TO THY FLOCK AND FETCH ME TWO GOOD KIDS OF THE GOATS, AND I WILL MAKE THEM SAVORY MEAT FOR THY FATHER, SUCH AS HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVES, AND THOU SHALT BRING (IT) TO THY FATHER THAT HE MAY EAT AND BLESS THEE BEFORE THE LORD BEFORE HE DIE, AND THAT THOU MAYST BE BLESSED.' AND JACOB SAID TO REBECCA HIS MOTHER: 'MOTHER, I SHALL NOT WITHHOLD ANYTHING WHICH MY FATHER WOULD EAT, AND WHICH WOULD PLEASE HIM: ONLY I FEAR, MY MOTHER, THAT HE WILL RECOGNIZE MY VOICE AND WISH TO TOUCH ME. AND THOU KNOW THAT I AM SMOOTH, AND ESAU, MY BROTHER, IS HAIRY, AND I SHALL APPEAR BEFORE HIS EYES AS AN [SEXUAL] EVILDOER, AND SHALL DO A DEED WHICH HE HAD NOT COMMANDED ME, AND HE WILL BE WROTH WITH ME, AND I SHALL BRING UPON MYSELF A [SEXUAL] CURSE, AND NOT A BLESSING.' AND REBECCA, HIS MOTHER, SAID UNTO HIM: 'UPON ME BE THY [SEXUAL] CURSE, MY SON, ONLY OBEY MY VOICE.' AND JACOB OBEYED THE VOICE OF REBECCA, HIS MOTHER, AND WENT AND FETCHED TWO GOOD AND FAT KIDS OF THE GOATS, AND BROUGHT THEM TO HIS MOTHER, AND HIS MOTHER MADE THEM ~SAVORY MEAT~ SUCH AS HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED. AND REBECCA TOOK THE GOODLY RAIMENT OF ESAU, HER ELDER SON, WHICH WAS WITH HER IN THE HOUSE, AND SHE CLOTHED JACOB, HER YOUNGER SON, (WITH THEM), AND SHE PUT THE SKINS OF THE KIDS UPON HIS HANDS AND ON THE EXPOSED PARTS OF HIS NECK. AND SHE GAVE THE MEAT AND THE BREAD WHICH SHE HAD PREPARED INTO THE HAND OF HER SON JACOB. AND JACOB WENT IN TO HIS FATHER AND SAID: 'I AM THY SON: I HAVE DONE ACCORDING AS THOU BAD ME: ARISE AND SIT AND EAT OF THAT WHICH I HAVE CAUGHT, FATHER, THAT THY SOUL MAY BLESS ME.' AND ISAAC SAID TO HIS SON: 'HOW HAST THOU FOUND SO QUICKLY, MY SON? 'AND JACOB SAID: 'BECAUSE <THE LORD> THY GOD CAUSED ME TO FIND.' AND ISAAC SAID UNTO HIM: COME NEAR, THAT I MAY FEEL THEE, MY SON, IF THOU ART MY SON ESAU OR NOT.' AND JACOB WENT NEAR TO ISAAC, HIS FATHER, AND HE FELT HIM AND SAID: 'THE VOICE IS JACOB'S VOICE, BUT THE HANDS ARE THE HANDS OF ESAU,' AND HE DISCERNED HIM NOT, BECAUSE IT WAS A DISPENSATION FROM HEAVEN TO REMOVE HIS POWER OF PERCEPTION AND ISAAC DISCERNED NOT, FOR HIS HANDS WERE HAIRY AS HIS BROTHER ESAU'S, SO THAT HE BLESSED HIM. AND HE SAID: 'ART THOU MY SON ESAU? ' AND HE SAID: 'I AM THY SON': AND HE SAID, 'BRING NEAR TO ME THAT I MAY EAT OF THAT WHICH THOU HAST CAUGHT, MY SON, THAT MY SOUL MAY BLESS THEE.' AND HE BROUGHT NEAR TO HIM, AND HE DID EAT, AND HE BROUGHT HIM WINE AND HE DRANK. AND ISAAC, HIS FATHER, SAID UNTO HIM: 'COME NEAR AND KISS ME, MY SON. AND HE CAME NEAR AND KISSED HIM. AND HE SMELLED THE SMELL OF HIS RAIMENT, AND HE BLESSED HIM AND SAID: 'BEHOLD, THE SMELL OF MY SON IS AS THE SMELL OF A <FULL> FIELD WHICH THE LORD HATH BLESSED. AND MAY THE LORD GIVE THEE OF THE DEW OF HEAVEN AND OF THE DEW OF THE EARTH, AND PLENTY OF CORN AND OIL: LET NATIONS SERVE THEE, AND PEOPLES BOW DOWN TO THEE. BE LORD OVER THY BRETHREN, AND LET THY MOTHER'S SONS BOW DOWN TO THEE, AND MAY ALL THE BLESSINGS WHEREWITH THE LORD HATH BLESSED ME AND BLESSED ABRAHAM, MY FATHER, BE IMPARTED TO THEE AND TO THY SEED FOR EVER: CURSED BE HE THAT CURSE THEE, AND BLESSED BE HE THAT BLESSES THEE.' AND IT CAME TO PASS AS SOON AS ISAAC HAD MADE AN END OF BLESSING HIS SON JACOB, AND JACOB HAD GONE FORTH FROM ISAAC HIS FATHER HE HID HIMSELF AND ESAU, HIS BROTHER, CAME IN FROM HIS HUNTING. AND HE ALSO MADE SAVORY MEAT, AND BROUGHT (IT) TO HIS FATHER, AND SAID UNTO HIS FATHER: 'LET MY FATHER ARISE, AND EAT OF MY VENISON THAT THY SOUL MAY BLESS ME.' AND ISAAC, HIS FATHER, SAID UNTO HIM: 'WHO ART THOU? 'AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: 'I AM THY FIRST BORN, THY SON ESAU: I HAVE DONE AS THOU HAST COMMANDED ME.' AND ISAAC WAS VERY GREATLY ASTONISHED, AND SAID: 'WHO IS HE THAT HATH HUNTED AND CAUGHT AND BROUGHT (IT) TO ME, AND I HAVE EATEN OF ALL BEFORE THOU CAME, AND HAVE BLESSED HIM: (AND) HE SHALL BE BLESSED, AND ALL HIS SEED FOR EVER.' AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN ESAU HEARD THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF HIS FATHER ISAAC THAT HE CRIED WITH AN EXCEEDING GREAT AND BITTER CRY, AND SAID UNTO HIS FATHER: 'BLESS ME, (EVEN) ME ALSO, FATHER.' AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: 'THY BROTHER CAME WITH GUILE, AND HATH TAKEN AWAY THY BLESSING.' AND HE SAID: 'NOW I KNOW WHY HIS NAME IS NAMED JACOB: BEHOLD, HE HATH SUPPLANTED ME THESE TWO TIMES: HE TOOK AWAY MY BIRTH-RIGHT, AND NOW HE HATH TAKEN AWAY MY BLESSING.' AND HE SAID: 'HAST THOU NOT RESERVED A BLESSING FOR ME, FATHER?' AND ISAAC ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ESAU: 'BEHOLD, I HAVE MADE HIM THY LORD, AND ALL HIS BRETHREN HAVE I GIVEN TO HIM FOR SERVANTS, AND WITH PLENTY OF CORN AND WINE AND OIL HAVE I STRENGTHENED HIM: AND WHAT NOW SHALL I DO FOR THEE, MY SON?' AND ESAU SAID TO ISAAC, HIS FATHER: 'HAST THOU BUT ONE BLESSING, O FATHER? BLESS ME, (EVEN) ME ALSO, FATHER: ' AND ESAU LIFTED UP HIS VOICE AND WEPT. AND ISAAC ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'BEHOLD, FAR FROM THE DEW OF THE EARTH SHALL BE THY DWELLING, AND FAR FROM THE DEW OF HEAVEN FROM ABOVE. AND BY THY SWORD WILT THOU LIVE, AND THOU WILT SERVE THY BROTHER. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS WHEN THOU BECOME GREAT, AND DOST SHAKE HIS YOKE FROM OFF THY NECK, THOU SHALT [SEXUALLY] SIN A COMPLETE [SEXUAL] SIN UNTO DEATH [JAMES 1:13-15], AND THY SEED SHALL BE ROOTED OUT FROM UNDER HEAVEN.' AND ESAU KEPT THREATENING JACOB BECAUSE OF THE BLESSING WHEREWITH HIS FATHER BLESSED HIM, AND HE: SAID IN HIS HEART: 'MAY THE DAYS OF MOURNING FOR MY FATHER NOW COME, SO THAT I MAY SLAY MY BROTHER JACOB.' AND THE WORDS OF ESAU, HER ELDER SON, WERE TOLD TO REBECCA IN A DREAM, AND REBECCA SENT AND CALLED JACOB HER YOUNGER SON, AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'BEHOLD ESAU THY BROTHER WILL TAKE VENGEANCE ON THEE SO AS TO KILL THEE. 
JACOB FLEES FOR HIS LIFE FROM HIS BROTHER ESAU & WORKS FOR HIS UNCLE LABAN
NOW, THEREFORE, MY SON, OBEY MY VOICE, AND ARISE AND FLEE THOU TO LABAN, MY BROTHER, TO HARAN, AND TARRY WITH HIM A FEW DAYS UNTIL THY BROTHER'S ANGER TURNS AWAY, AND HE REMOVE HIS ANGER FROM THEE, AND FORGET ALL THAT THOU HAST DONE; THEN I WILL SEND AND FETCH THEE FROM THENCE.' AND JACOB SAID: 'I AM NOT AFRAID, IF HE WISHES TO KILL ME, I WILL KILL HIM.' BUT SHE SAID UNTO HIM: 'LET ME NOT BE BEREFT OF BOTH MY SONS ON ONE DAY.' AND JACOB SAID TO REBECCA HIS MOTHER: 'BEHOLD, THOU KNOW THAT MY FATHER HAS BECOME OLD, AND DOES NOT SEE BECAUSE HIS EYES ARE DULL, AND IF I LEAVE HIM IT WILL BE [SEXUALLY] EVIL IN HIS EYES, BECAUSE I LEAVE HIM AND GO AWAY FROM YOU, AND MY FATHER WILL BE ANGRY, AND WILL CURSE ME. I WILL NOT GO, WHEN HE SENDS ME, THEN ONLY WILL I GO.' AND REBECCA SAID TO JACOB: 'I WILL GO IN AND SPEAK TO HIM, AND HE WILL SEND THEE AWAY.' AND REBECCA WENT IN AND SAID TO ISAAC: 'I LOATHE MY LIFE BECAUSE OF THE TWO DAUGHTERS OF HETH, WHOM ESAU HAS TAKEN HIM AS WIVES; AND IF JACOB TAKE A WIFE FROM AMONG THE DAUGHTERS OF THE LAND SUCH AS THESE, FOR WHAT PURPOSE DO I FURTHER LIVE, FOR THE DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN ARE EVIL.' AND ISAAC CALLED JACOB AND BLESSED HIM, AND ADMONISHED HIM AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'DO NOT TAKE THEE A WIFE OF ANY OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN, ARISE AND GO TO MESOPOTAMIA, TO THE HOUSE OF BETHUEL, THY MOTHER'S FATHER, AND TAKE THEE A WIFE FROM THENCE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF LABAN, THY MOTHER'S BROTHER. AND GOD ALMIGHTY BLESS THEE AND INCREASE AND MULTIPLY THEE THAT THOU MAYEST BECOME A COMPANY OF NATIONS, AND GIVE THEE THE BLESSINGS OF MY FATHER ABRAHAM, TO THEE AND TO THY SEED AFTER THEE, THAT THOU MAYEST INHERIT THE LAND OF THY SOJOURNING’S AND ALL THE LAND WHICH GOD GAVE TO ABRAHAM: GO, MY SON, IN PEACE.' AND ISAAC SENT JACOB AWAY, AND HE WENT TO MESOPOTAMIA, TO LABAN THE SON OF BETHUEL THE SYRIAN, THE BROTHER OF REBECCA, JACOB'S MOTHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER JACOB HAD ARISEN TO GO TO MESOPOTAMIA THAT THE SPIRIT OF REBECCA WAS GRIEVED AFTER HER SON, AND SHE WEPT. AND ISAAC SAID TO REBECCA: 'MY SISTER, WEEP NOT ON ACCOUNT OF JACOB, MY SON, FOR HE GOES IN PEACE, AND IN PEACE WILL HE RETURN. THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] WILL PRESERVE HIM FROM ALL [SEXUAL] EVIL, AND WILL BE WITH HIM; FOR HE WILL NOT FORSAKE HIM ALL HIS DAYS, FOR I KNOW THAT HIS WAYS WILL BE PROSPERED IN ALL THINGS WHEREVER HE GOES, UNTIL HE, RETURN IN PEACE TO US, AND WE SEE HIM IN PEACE. FEAR NOT ON HIS ACCOUNT, MY SISTER, FOR HE IS ON THE UPRIGHT PATH AND HE IS A PERFECT MAN: AND HE IS FAITHFUL AND WILL NOT PERISH. WEEP NOT.' AND ISAAC COMFORTED REBECCA ON ACCOUNT OF HER SON JACOB, AND BLESSED HIM. AND JACOB WENT FROM THE WELL OF THE OATH TO GO TO HARAN ON THE FIRST YEAR OF THE SECOND WEEK IN THE FORTY-FOURTH JUBILEE, AND HE CAME TO LUZ ON THE MOUNTAINS, THAT IS, BETHEL, ON THE NEW MOON OF THE FIRST MONTH OF THIS WEEK, AND HE CAME TO THE PLACE AT EVEN AND TURNED FROM THE WAY TO THE WEST OF THE ROAD THAT NIGHT: AND HE SLEPT THERE; FOR THE SUN HAD SET. AND HE TOOK ONE OF THE STONES OF THAT PLACE AND LAID <IT AT HIS HEAD> UNDER THE TREE, AND HE WAS JOURNEYING ALONE, AND HE SLEPT. AND HE DREAMT THAT NIGHT, AND BEHOLD A LADDER SET UP ON THE EARTH, AND THE TOP OF IT REACHED TO HEAVEN, AND BEHOLD, THE ANGELS OF THE LORD ASCENDED AND DESCENDED ON IT: AND BEHOLD, THE LORD STOOD UPON IT. AND HE SPOKE TO JACOB AND SAID: 'I AM THE LORD GOD OF ABRAHAM, THY FATHER, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC; THE LAND WHEREON THOU ART SLEEPING, TO THEE WILL I GIVE IT, AND TO THY SEED AFTER THEE. AND THY SEED SHALL BE AS THE DUST OF THE EARTH, AND THOU SHALT INCREASE TO THE WEST AND TO THE EAST, TO THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH, AND IN THEE AND IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE NATIONS BE BLESSED [ACTS 3:25]. AND BEHOLD, I WILL BE WITH THEE, AND WILL KEEP THEE WHITHERSOEVER THOU GO, AND I WILL BRING THEE AGAIN INTO THIS LAND IN PEACE; FOR I WILL NOT LEAVE THEE UNTIL I DO EVERYTHING THAT I TOLD THEE OF.' AND JACOB AWOKE FROM HIS SLEEP, AND SAID, 'TRULY THIS PLACE IS THE HOUSE OF THE LORD [ACTS 7:46-50], AND I KNEW IT NOT.' AND HE WAS AFRAID AND SAID: 'DREADFUL IS THIS PLACE WHICH IS NONE OTHER THAN THE HOUSE OF GOD [ACTS 7:46-50], AND THIS IS THE GATE OF HEAVEN [ACTS 7:55-56].' AND JACOB AROSE EARLY IN THE MORNING, AND TOOK THE STONE WHICH HE HAD PUT UNDER HIS HEAD AND SET IT UP AS A PILLAR FOR A SIGN, AND HE POURED OIL UPON THE TOP OF IT. AND HE CALLED THE NAME OF THAT PLACE BETHEL, BUT THE NAME OF THE PLACE WAS LUZ AT THE FIRST. AND JACOB VOWED A VOW UNTO THE LORD, SAYING: 'IF THE LORD WILL BE WITH ME, AND WILL KEEP ME IN THIS WAY THAT I GO, AND GIVE ME BREAD TO EAT AND RAIMENT TO PUT ON, SO THAT I COME AGAIN TO MY FATHER'S HOUSE IN PEACE, THEN SHALL THE LORD BE MY GOD, AND THIS STONE WHICH I HAVE SET UP AS A PILLAR FOR A SIGN IN THIS PLACE, SHALL BE THE LORD'S HOUSE, AND OF ALL THAT THOU GIVE ME, I SHALL GIVE THE TENTH TO THEE, MY GOD.' AND HE WENT ON HIS JOURNEY, AND CAME TO THE LAND OF THE EAST, TO LABAN, THE BROTHER OF REBECCA, AND HE WAS WITH HIM, AND SERVED HIM FOR RACHEL HIS DAUGHTER ONE WEEK. 
JACOB FINISHED THE 7 YEARS OF WORK TO OBTAIN HIS WIFE ZILPAH FOR A BRIDE-PRICE
AND IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE THIRD WEEK HE SAID UNTO HIM: 'GIVE ME MY WIFE, FOR WHOM I HAVE SERVED THEE SEVEN YEARS '; AND LABAN SAID UNTO JACOB: 'I WILL GIVE THEE THY WIFE.' AND LABAN MADE A FEAST, AND TOOK LEAH HIS ELDER DAUGHTER, AND GAVE (HER) TO JACOB AS A WIFE, AND GAVE HER ZILPAH HIS HANDMAID FOR A HANDMAID; AND JACOB DID NOT KNOW, FOR HE THOUGHT THAT SHE WAS RACHEL. AND HE WENT IN UNTO HER, AND BEHOLD, SHE WAS LEAH, AND JACOB WAS ANGRY WITH LABAN, AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'WHY HAST THOU DEALT THUS WITH ME? DID NOT I SERVE THEE FOR RACHEL AND NOT FOR LEAH? WHY HAST THOU WRONGED ME? TAKE THY DAUGHTER, AND I WILL GO, FOR THOU HAST DONE EVIL TO ME.' FOR JACOB SEXLESSLY] LOVED RACHEL MORE THAN LEAH, FOR LEAH'S EYES WERE WEAK, BUT HER FORM WAS VERY HANDSOME, BUT RACHEL HAD BEAUTIFUL EYES AND A BEAUTIFUL AND VERY HANDSOME FORM. AND LABAN SAID TO JACOB: 'IT IS NOT SO DONE IN OUR COUNTRY, TO GIVE THE YOUNGER BEFORE THE ELDER.' AND IT IS NOT RIGHT TO DO THIS, FOR THUS IT IS ORDAINED AND WRITTEN IN THE HEAVENLY TABLETS, THAT NO ONE SHOULD GIVE HIS YOUNGER DAUGHTER BEFORE THE ELDER, BUT THE ELDER, ONE GIVES FIRST AND AFTER HER THE YOUNGER, AND THE MAN WHO DOES SO, THEY SET DOWN [SEXUAL] GUILT AGAINST HIM IN HEAVEN, AND NONE IS RIGHTEOUS THAT DOES THIS THING, FOR THIS [SEXUAL] DEED IS EVIL BEFORE THE LORD. AND COMMAND THOU THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT THEY DO NOT THIS THING; LET THEM NEITHER TAKE NOR GIVE THE YOUNGER BEFORE THEY HAVE GIVEN THE ELDER, FOR IT IS VERY [SEXUALLY] WICKED. AND LABAN SAID TO JACOB: 'LET THE SEVEN DAYS OF THE FEAST OF THIS ONE PASS BY, AND I SHALL GIVE THEE RACHEL, THAT THOU MAYST SERVE ME ANOTHER SEVEN YEARS, THAT THOU MAYST PASTURE MY SHEEP AS THOU DIDST IN THE FORMER WEEK.' AND ON THE DAY WHEN THE SEVEN DAYS OF THE FEAST OF LEAH HAD PASSED, LABAN GAVE RACHEL TO JACOB, THAT HE MIGHT SERVE HIM ANOTHER SEVEN YEARS, AND HE GAVE TO RACHEL BILHAH, THE SISTER OF ZILPAH, AS A HANDMAID. 
JACOB FINISHED ANOTHER 7 YEARS OF WORK TO OBTAIN HIS WIFE RACHEL FOR A BRIDE-PRICE
AND HE SERVED YET OTHER SEVEN YEARS FOR RACHEL, FOR LEAH HAD BEEN GIVEN TO HIM FOR NOTHING. AND THE LORD OPENED THE WOMB OF LEAH, AND SHE CONCEIVED AND BARE JACOB A SON, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME REUBEN, ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE NINTH MONTH, IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE THIRD WEEK. BUT THE WOMB OF RACHEL WAS CLOSED, FOR THE LORD SAW THAT LEAH WAS [SEXLESSLY] HATED AND RACHEL [SEXLESSLY] LOVED. AND AGAIN, JACOB WENT IN UNTO LEAH, AND SHE CONCEIVED, AND BARE JACOB A SECOND SON, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME SIMEON, ON THE TWENTY-FIRST OF THE TENTH MONTH, AND IN THE THIRD YEAR OF THIS WEEK. AND AGAIN, JACOB WENT IN UNTO LEAH, AND SHE CONCEIVED, AND BARE HIM A THIRD SON, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME LEVI, IN THE NEW MOON OF THE FIRST MONTH IN THE SIXTH YEAR OF THIS WEEK. AND AGAIN, JACOB WENT IN UNTO HER, AND SHE CONCEIVED, AND BARE HIM A FOURTH SON, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME JUDAH, ON THE FIFTEENTH OF THE THIRD MONTH, IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE FOURTH WEEK. AND ON ACCOUNT OF ALL THIS RACHEL ENVIED LEAH, FOR SHE DID NOT BEAR, AND SHE SAID TO JACOB: 'GIVE ME CHILDREN'; AND JACOB SAID: 'HAVE I WITHHELD FROM THEE THE FRUITS OF THY WOMB? HAVE I FORSAKEN THEE?' AND WHEN RACHEL SAW THAT LEAH HAD BORNE FOUR SONS TO JACOB, REUBEN AND SIMEON AND LEVI AND JUDAH, SHE SAID UNTO HIM: 'GO IN UNTO BILHAH MY HANDMAID, AND SHE WILL CONCEIVE, AND BEAR A SON UNTO ME.' (AND SHE GAVE (HIM) BILHAH HER HANDMAID TO WIFE). AND HE WENT IN UNTO HER, AND SHE CONCEIVED, AND BARE HIM A SON, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME DAN, ON THE NINTH OF THE SIXTH MONTH, IN THE SIXTH YEAR OF THE THIRD WEEK. AND JACOB WENT IN AGAIN UNTO BILHAH A SECOND TIME, AND SHE CONCEIVED, AND BARE JACOB ANOTHER SON, AND RACHEL CALLED HIS NAME NAPTHALI, ON THE FIFTH OF THE SEVENTH MONTH, IN THE SECOND YEAR OF THE FOURTH WEEK. AND WHEN LEAH SAW THAT SHE HAD BECOME STERILE AND DID NOT BEAR, SHE [SEXUALLY] ENVIED RACHEL, AND SHE ALSO GAVE HER HANDMAID ZILPAH TO JACOB TO WIFE, AND SHE CONCEIVED, AND BARE A SON, AND LEAH CALLED HIS NAME GAD, ON THE TWELFTH OF THE EIGHTH MONTH, IN THE THIRD YEAR OF THE FOURTH WEEK. AND HE WENT IN AGAIN UNTO HER, AND SHE CONCEIVED, AND BARE HIM A SECOND SON, AND LEAH CALLED HIS NAME ASHER, ON THE SECOND OF THE ELEVENTH MONTH, IN THE FIFTH YEAR OF THE FOURTH WEEK. AND JACOB WENT IN UNTO LEAH, AND SHE CONCEIVED, AND BARE A SON, AND SHE CALLED HIS NAME ISSACHAR, ON THE FOURTH OF THE FIFTH MONTH, IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THE FOURTH WEEK, AND SHE GAVE HIM TO A NURSE. AND JACOB WENT IN AGAIN UNTO HER, AND SHE CONCEIVED, AND BARE TWO (CHILDREN), A SON AND A DAUGHTER, AND SHE CALLED THE NAME OF THE SON ZABULON, AND THE NAME OF THE DAUGHTER DINAH, IN THE SEVENTH OF THE SEVENTH MONTH, IN THE SIXTH YEAR OF THE FOURTH WEEK. AND THE LORD WAS GRACIOUS TO RACHEL, AND OPENED HER WOMB, AND SHE CONCEIVED, AND BARE A SON, AND SHE CALLED HIS NAME JOSEPH, ON THE NEW MOON OF THE FOURTH MONTH, IN THE SIXTH YEAR IN THIS FOURTH WEEK. AND IN THE DAYS WHEN JOSEPH WAS BORN, JACOB SAID TO LABAN: 'GIVE ME MY WIVES AND SONS, AND LET ME GO TO MY FATHER ISAAC, AND LET ME MAKE ME A HOUSE, FOR I HAVE COMPLETED THE YEARS IN WHICH I HAVE SERVED THEE FOR THY TWO DAUGHTERS, AND I WILL GO TO THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER.' AND LABAN SAID TO JACOB: 'TARRY WITH ME FOR THY WAGES, AND PASTURE MY FLOCK FOR ME AGAIN, AND TAKE THY WAGES.' AND THEY AGREED WITH ONE ANOTHER THAT HE SHOULD GIVE HIM AS HIS WAGES THOSE OF THE LAMBS AND KIDS WHICH WERE BORN BLACK AND SPOTTED AND WHITE, (THESE) WERE TO BE HIS WAGES. AND ALL THE SHEEP BROUGHT FORTH SPOTTED AND SPECKLED AND BLACK, VARIOUSLY MARKED, AND THEY BROUGHT FORTH AGAIN LAMBS LIKE THEMSELVES, AND ALL THAT WERE SPOTTED WERE JACOB'S AND THOSE WHICH WERE NOT WERE LABAN'S. AND JACOB'S POSSESSIONS MULTIPLIED EXCEEDINGLY, AND HE POSSESSED OXEN AND SHEEP AND ASSES AND CAMELS, AND MENSERVANTS AND MAID-SERVANTS. AND LABAN AND HIS SONS [SEXUALLY] ENVIED JACOB, AND LABAN TOOK BACK HIS SHEEP FROM HIM, AND HE OBSERVED HIM WITH EVIL [SEXUAL] INTENT. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN RACHEL HAD BORNE JOSEPH, THAT LABAN WENT TO SHEAR HIS SHEEP, FOR THEY WERE DISTANT FROM HIM A THREE DAYS' JOURNEY. AND JACOB SAW THAT LABAN WAS GOING TO SHEAR HIS SHEEP, AND JACOB CALLED LEAH AND RACHEL, AND SPOKE KINDLY UNTO THEM THAT THEY SHOULD COME WITH HIM TO THE LAND OF CANAAN. FOR HE TOLD THEM HOW HE HAD SEEN EVERYTHING IN A DREAM, EVEN ALL THAT HE HAD SPOKEN UNTO HIM THAT HE SHOULD RETURN TO HIS FATHER'S HOUSE, AND THEY SAID: 'TO EVERY PLACE WHITHER THOU GO WE WILL GO WITH THEE.' 
JACOB LEAVES LABAN’S TERRITORY & IS PURSUED BY LABAN
AND JACOB BLESSED THE GOD OF ISAAC HIS FATHER, AND THE GOD OF ABRAHAM HIS FATHER'S FATHER, AND HE AROSE AND MOUNTED HIS WIVES AND HIS CHILDREN, AND TOOK ALL HIS POSSESSIONS AND CROSSED THE RIVER, AND CAME TO THE LAND OF GILEAD, AND JACOB HID HIS [SEXLESS] INTENTION FROM LABAN AND TOLD HIM NOT. AND IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THE FOURTH WEEK JACOB TURNED (HIS FACE) TOWARD GILEAD IN THE FIRST MONTH, ON THE TWENTY-FIRST THEREOF. AND LABAN PURSUED AFTER HIM AND OVERTOOK JACOB IN THE MOUNTAIN OF GILEAD IN THE THIRD MONTH, ON THE THIRTEENTH THEREOF. AND THE LORD DID NOT SUFFER HIM TO INJURE JACOB, FOR HE APPEARED TO HIM IN A DREAM BY NIGHT. AND LABAN SPOKE TO JACOB. AND ON THE FIFTEENTH OF THOSE DAYS JACOB MADE A FEAST FOR LABAN, AND FOR ALL WHO CAME WITH HIM, AND JACOB SWORE TO LABAN THAT DAY, AND LABAN ALSO TO JACOB, THAT NEITHER SHOULD CROSS THE MOUNTAIN OF GILEAD TO THE OTHER WITH EVIL [SEXUAL] PURPOSE. AND HE MADE THERE A HEAP FOR A WITNESS, WHEREFORE THE NAME OF THAT PLACE IS CALLED: 'THE HEAP OF WITNESS', AFTER THIS HEAP. BUT BEFORE THEY USED TO CALL THE LAND OF GILEAD THE LAND OF THE REPHAIM, FOR IT WAS THE LAND OF THE REPHAIM, AND THE REPHAIM WERE BORN (THERE), GIANTS WHOSE HEIGHT WAS TEN [14.2 FEET TO 15.0 FEET TO 18.3 FEET], NINE [12.8 FEET TO 13.5 FEET TO 16.5 FEET], EIGHT [11.3 FEET TO 12.0 FEET TO 14.7 FEET] DOWN TO SEVEN CUBITS [9.9 FEET TO 10.5 FEET TO 12.8 FEET]. AND THEIR HABITATION WAS FROM THE LAND OF THE CHILDREN OF AMMON TO MOUNT HERMON, AND THE SEATS OF THEIR KINGDOM WERE KARNAIM AND ASHTAROTH, AND EDREI, AND MISUR, AND BEON. AND THE LORD DESTROYED THEM BECAUSE OF THE EVIL OF THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS, FOR THEY WERE VERY MALIGNANT, AND THE AMORITES DWELT IN THEIR STEAD, WICKED AND [SEXUALLY] SINFUL, AND THERE IS NO PEOPLE TO-DAY WHICH HAS WROUGHT TO THE FULL ALL THEIR SINS, AND THEY HAVE NO LONGER LENGTH OF LIFE ON THE EARTH. AND JACOB SENT AWAY LABAN, AND HE DEPARTED INTO MESOPOTAMIA, THE LAND OF THE EAST, AND JACOB RETURNED TO THE LAND OF GILEAD. AND HE PASSED OVER THE JABBOK IN THE NINTH MONTH, ON THE ELEVENTH THEREOF. AND ON THAT DAY ESAU, HIS BROTHER, CAME TO HIM, AND HE WAS RECONCILED TO HIM, AND DEPARTED FROM HIM UNTO THE LAND OF SEIR, BUT JACOB DWELT IN TENTS. AND IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE FIFTH WEEK IN THIS JUBILEE HE CROSSED THE JORDAN, AND DWELT BEYOND THE JORDAN, AND HE PASTURED HIS SHEEP FROM THE SEA OF THE HEAP UNTO BETHSHAN, AND UNTO DOTHAN AND UNTO THE FOREST OF AKRABBIM. AND HE SENT TO HIS FATHER ISAAC OF ALL HIS SUBSTANCE, CLOTHING, AND FOOD, AND MEAT, AND DRINK, AND MILK, AND BUTTER, AND CHEESE, AND SOME DATES OF THE VALLEY. AND TO HIS MOTHER REBECCA ALSO FOUR TIMES A YEAR, BETWEEN THE TIMES OF THE MONTHS, BETWEEN PLOUGHING AND REAPING, AND BETWEEN AUTUMN AND THE RAIN (SEASON) AND BETWEEN WINTER AND SPRING, TO THE TOWER OF ABRAHAM. FOR ISAAC HAD RETURNED FROM THE WELL OF THE OATH AND GONE UP TO THE TOWER OF HIS FATHER ABRAHAM, AND HE DWELT THERE APART FROM HIS SON ESAU. FOR IN THE DAYS WHEN JACOB WENT TO MESOPOTAMIA, ESAU TOOK TO HIMSELF A WIFE MAHALATH, THE DAUGHTER OF ISHMAEL, AND HE GATHERED TOGETHER ALL THE FLOCKS OF HIS FATHER AND HIS WIVES, AND WENT UP AND DWELT ON MOUNT SEIR, AND LEFT ISAAC HIS FATHER AT THE WELL OF THE OATH ALONE. AND ISAAC WENT UP FROM THE WELL OF THE OATH AND DWELT IN THE TOWER OF ABRAHAM HIS FATHER ON THE MOUNTAINS OF HEBRON, AND THITHER JACOB SENT ALL THAT HE DID SEND TO HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER FROM TIME TO TIME, ALL THEY NEEDED, AND THEY BLESSED JACOB WITH ALL THEIR HEART AND WITH ALL THEIR SOUL. AND IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE SIXTH WEEK HE WENT UP TO SALEM, TO THE EAST OF SHECHEM, IN PEACE, IN THE FOURTH MONTH. 
DINAH IS SEXUALLY DEFILED BE THE ME NOF SHECHEM
AND THERE THEY CARRIED OFF DINAH, THE DAUGHTER OF JACOB, INTO THE HOUSE OF SHECHEM, THE SON OF HAMOR, THE HIVITE, THE PRINCE OF THE LAND, AND HE LAY WITH HER AND [SEXUALLY] DEFILED HER, AND SHE WAS A LITTLE GIRL, A CHILD OF TWELVE YEARS. AND HE BESOUGHT HIS FATHER AND HER BROTHERS THAT SHE MIGHT BE GIVEN TO HIM TO WIFE. AND JACOB AND HIS SONS WERE WROTH BECAUSE OF THE MEN OF SHECHEM, FOR THEY HAD [SEXUALLY] DEFILED DINAH, THEIR SISTER, AND THEY SPOKE TO THEM WITH EVIL [SEXUAL] INTENT AND DEALT [SEXUALLY] DECEITFULLY WITH THEM AND [SEXUALLY] BEGUILED THEM. AND SIMEON AND LEVI CAME UNEXPECTEDLY TO SHECHEM AND EXECUTED JUDGMENT ON ALL THE MEN OF SHECHEM, AND SLEW ALL THE MEN WHOM THEY FOUND IN IT, AND LEFT NOT A SINGLE ONE REMAINING IN IT: THEY SLEW ALL IN TORMENTS BECAUSE THEY HAD DISHONORED THEIR SISTER DINAH. AND THUS, LET IT NOT AGAIN BE DONE FROM HENCEFORTH THAT A DAUGHTER OF ISRAEL BE SEXUALLY] DEFILED, FOR JUDGMENT IS ORDAINED IN HEAVEN AGAINST THEM THAT THEY SHOULD DESTROY WITH THE SWORD ALL THE MEN OF THE SHECHEMITES BECAUSE THEY HAD WROUGHT SHAME IN ISRAEL. AND THE LORD DELIVERED THEM INTO THE HANDS OF THE SONS OF JACOB THAT THEY MIGHT EXTERMINATE THEM WITH THE SWORD AND EXECUTE JUDGMENT UPON THEM, AND THAT IT MIGHT NOT THUS AGAIN BE DONE IN ISRAEL THAT A VIRGIN OF ISRAEL SHOULD BE [SEXUALLY] DEFILED. AND IF THERE IS ANY MAN WHO WISHES IN ISRAEL TO GIVE HIS DAUGHTER OR HIS SISTER TO ANY MAN WHO IS OF THE SEED OF THE GENTILES HE SHALL SURELY DIE, AND THEY SHALL STONE HIM WITH STONES, FOR HE HATH WROUGHT SHAME IN ISRAEL, AND THEY SHALL BURN THE WOMAN WITH FIRE, BECAUSE SHE HAS DISHONORED THE NAME OF THE HOUSE OF HER FATHER, AND SHE SHALL BE ROOTED OUT OF ISRAEL. AND LET NOT AN ADULTERESS AND NO UNCLEANNESS BE FOUND IN ISRAEL THROUGHOUT ALL THE DAYS OF THE GENERATIONS OF THE EARTH, FOR ISRAEL IS HOLY UNTO THE LORD, AND EVERY MAN WHO HAS [SEXUALLY] DEFILED (IT) SHALL SURELY DIE: THEY SHALL STONE HIM WITH STONES. FOR THUS HAS IT BEEN ORDAINED AND WRITTEN IN THE HEAVENLY TABLETS REGARDING ALL THE SEED OF ISRAEL: HE WHO [SEXUALLY] DEFILES (IT) SHALL SURELY DIE, AND HE SHALL BE STONED WITH STONES. AND TO THIS [SEXLESS] LAW THERE IS NO LIMIT OF DAYS, AND NO REMISSION, NOR ANY ATONEMENT: BUT THE MAN WHO HAS [SEXUALLY] DEFILED HIS DAUGHTER SHALL BE ROOTED OUT IN THE MIDST OF ALL ISRAEL, BECAUSE HE HAS GIVEN OF HIS SEED TO MOLOCH [CHILD PORNOGRAPHY IN ACTS 7:42-43], AND WROUGHT IMPIOUSLY SO AS TO [SEXUALLY] DEFILE IT. AND DO THOU, MOSES, COMMAND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AND EXHORT THEM NOT TO GIVE THEIR DAUGHTERS TO THE GENTILES, AND NOT TO TAKE FOR THEIR SONS ANY OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE GENTILES, FOR THIS IS ABOMINABLE BEFORE THE LORD. FOR THIS REASON, I HAVE WRITTEN FOR THEE IN THE WORDS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW ALL THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF THE SHECHEMITES, WHICH THEY WROUGHT AGAINST DINAH, AND HOW THE SONS OF JACOB SPOKE, SAYING: 'WE WILL NOT GIVE OUR DAUGHTER TO A MAN WHO IS UNCIRCUMCISED, FOR THAT WERE A REPROACH UNTO US.' AND IT IS A REPROACH TO ISRAEL, TO THOSE WHO LIVE, AND TO THOSE THAT TAKE THE DAUGHTERS OF THE GENTILES, FOR THIS IS UNCLEAN AND ABOMINABLE TO ISRAEL. AND ISRAEL WILL NOT BE FREE FROM THIS UNCLEANNESS IF IT HAS A WIFE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE GENTILES, OR HAS GIVEN ANY OF ITS DAUGHTERS TO A MAN WHO IS OF ANY OF THE GENTILES. FOR THERE WILL BE PLAGUE UPON PLAGUE, AND CURSE UPON CURSE, AND EVERY JUDGMENT AND PLAGUE AND CURSE WILL COME UPON HIM: IF HE DO THIS THING, OR HIDE HIS EYES FROM THOSE WHO COMMIT UNCLEANNESS, OR THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] DEFILE THE SANCTUARY OF THE LORD, OR THOSE WHO PROFANE HIS HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], (THEN) WILL THE WHOLE NATION TOGETHER BE JUDGED FOR ALL THE [SEXUAL] UNCLEANNESS AND [SEXUAL] PROFANATION OF THIS MAN. AND THERE WILL BE NO RESPECT OF PERSONS [AND NO CONSIDERATION OF PERSONS] AND NO RECEIVING AT HIS HANDS OF FRUITS AND OFFERINGS AND BURNT-OFFERINGS AND FAT, NOR THE FRAGRANCE OF SWEET SAVOR, SO AS TO ACCEPT IT: AND SO, FARE EVERY MAN OR WOMAN IN ISRAEL WHO [SEXUALLY] DEFILES THE SANCTUARY. FOR THIS REASON, I HAVE COMMANDED THEE, SAYING: 'TESTIFY THIS TESTIMONY TO ISRAEL: SEE HOW THE SHECHEMITES FARED AND THEIR SONS: HOW THEY WERE DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF TWO SONS OF JACOB, AND THEY SLEW THEM UNDER TORTURES, AND IT WAS (RECKONED) UNTO THEM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND IT IS WRITTEN DOWN TO THEM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND THE SEED OF LEVI WAS CHOSEN FOR THE PRIESTHOOD, AND TO BE LEVITES, THAT THEY MIGHT MINISTER BEFORE THE LORD, AS WE, CONTINUALLY, AND THAT LEVI AND HIS SONS MAY BE BLESSED FOR EVER, FOR HE WAS ZEALOUS TO EXECUTE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND JUDGMENT AND VENGEANCE ON ALL THOSE WHO AROSE AGAINST ISRAEL. AND SO, THEY INSCRIBE AS A [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY IN HIS FAVOR ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS BLESSING AND RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE THE GOD OF ALL: AND WE REMEMBER THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH THE MAN FULFILLED DURING HIS LIFE, AT ALL PERIODS OF THE YEAR, UNTIL A THOUSAND GENERATIONS THEY WILL RECORD IT, AND IT WILL COME TO HIM AND TO HIS DESCENDANTS AFTER HIM, AND HE HAS BEEN RECORDED ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS AS A FRIEND AND A RIGHTEOUS MAN. ALL THIS ACCOUNT I HAVE WRITTEN FOR THEE, AND HAVE COMMANDED THEE TO SAY TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT COMMIT [SEXUAL] SIN NOR TRANSGRESS THE ORDINANCES NOR BREAK THE COVENANT WHICH HAS BEEN ORDAINED FOR THEM, (BUT) THAT THEY SHOULD FULFIL IT AND BE RECORDED AS FRIENDS. BUT IF THEY TRANSGRESS AND WORK [SEXUAL] UNCLEANNESS IN EVERY WAY, THEY WILL BE RECORDED ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS AS ADVERSARIES, AND THEY WILL BE DESTROYED OUT OF THE BOOK OF LIFE, AND THEY WILL BE RECORDED IN THE BOOK OF THOSE WHO WILL BE DESTROYED AND WITH THOSE WHO WILL BE ROOTED OUT OF THE EARTH. AND ON THE DAY WHEN THE SONS OF JACOB SLEW SHECHEM A WRITING WAS RECORDED IN THEIR FAVOR IN HEAVEN THAT THEY HAD EXECUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND UPRIGHTNESS AND VENGEANCE ON THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS, AND IT WAS WRITTEN FOR A BLESSING. AND THEY BROUGHT DINAH, THEIR SISTER, OUT OF THE HOUSE OF SHECHEM, AND THEY TOOK CAPTIVE EVERYTHING THAT WAS IN SHECHEM, THEIR SHEEP AND THEIR OXEN AND THEIR ASSES, AND ALL THEIR WEALTH, AND ALL THEIR FLOCKS, AND BROUGHT THEM ALL TO JACOB THEIR FATHER. AND HE REPROACHED THEM BECAUSE THEY HAD PUT THE CITY TO THE SWORD, FOR HE FEARED THOSE WHO DWELT IN THE LAND, THE CANAANITES AND THE PERIZZITES. AND THE DREAD OF THE LORD WAS UPON ALL THE CITIES WHICH ARE AROUND ABOUT SHECHEM, AND THEY DID NOT RISE TO PURSUE AFTER THE SONS OF JACOB, FOR TERROR HAD FALLEN UPON THEM. 
JACOB RETURNS TO HIS PARENTS & THE SPIRIT OF PROPHESY COMES UPON HIM
AND ON THE NEW MOON OF THE MONTH JACOB SPOKE TO ALL THE PEOPLE OF HIS HOUSE. SAYING: 'PURIFY YOURSELVES AND CHANGE YOUR GARMENTS, AND LET US ARISE AND GO UP TO BETHEL, WHERE I VOWED A VOW TO HIM ON THE DAY WHEN I FLED FROM THE FACE OF ESAU MY BROTHER, BECAUSE HE HAS BEEN WITH ME AND BROUGHT ME INTO THIS LAND IN PEACE, AND PUT YE AWAY THE STRANGE GODS THAT ARC AMONG YOU.' AND THEY GAVE UP THE STRANGE GODS AND THAT WHICH WAS IN THEIR EARS AND WHICH WAS ON THEIR NECKS AND THE IDOLS WHICH RACHEL STOLE FROM LABAN HER FATHER SHE GAVE WHOLLY TO JACOB. AND HE BURNT AND BRAKE THEM TO PIECES AND DESTROYED THEM, AND HID THEM UNDER AN OAK WHICH IS IN THE LAND OF SHECHEM. AND HE WENT UP ON THE NEW MOON OF THE SEVENTH MONTH TO BETHEL. AND HE BUILT AN ALTAR AT THE PLACE WHERE HE HAD SLEPT, AND HE SET UP A PILLAR THERE, AND HE SENT WORD TO HIS FATHER ISAAC TO COME TO HIM TO HIS SACRIFICE, AND TO HIS MOTHER REBECCA. AND ISAAC SAID: 'LET MY SON JACOB COME, AND LET ME SEE HIM BEFORE I DIE.' AND JACOB WENT TO HIS FATHER ISAAC AND TO HIS MOTHER REBECCA, TO THE HOUSE OF HIS FATHER ABRAHAM, AND HE TOOK TWO OF HIS SONS WITH HIM, LEVI AND JUDAH, AND HE CAME TO HIS FATHER ISAAC AND TO HIS MOTHER REBECCA. AND REBECCA CAME FORTH FROM THE TOWER TO THE FRONT OF IT TO KISS JACOB AND EMBRACE HIM, FOR HER SPIRIT HAD REVIVED WHEN SHE HEARD: 'BEHOLD JACOB THY SON HAS COME', AND SHE KISSED HIM. AND SHE SAW HIS TWO SONS, AND SHE RECOGNIZED THEM, AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'ARE THESE THY SONS, MY SON?' AND SHE EMBRACED THEM AND KISSED THEM, AND BLESSED THEM, SAYING: 'IN YOU SHALL THE SEED OF ABRAHAM BECOME ILLUSTRIOUS, AND YE SHALL PROVE A BLESSING ON THE EARTH.' AND JACOB WENT IN TO ISAAC HIS FATHER, TO THE CHAMBER WHERE HE LAY, AND HIS TWO SONS WERE WITH HIM, AND HE TOOK THE HAND OF HIS FATHER, AND STOOPING DOWN HE KISSED HIM, AND ISAAC CLUNG TO THE NECK OF JACOB HIS SON, AND WEPT UPON HIS NECK. AND THE DARKNESS LEFT THE EYES OF ISAAC, AND HE SAW THE TWO SONS OF JACOB, LEVI, AND JUDAH, AND HE SAID: 'ARE THESE THY SONS, MY SON? FOR THEY ARE LIKE THEE.' AND HE SAID UNTO HIM THAT THEY WERE TRULY HIS SONS: 'AND THOU HAST TRULY SEEN THAT THEY ARE TRULY MY SONS'. AND THEY CAME NEAR TO HIM, AND HE TURNED AND KISSED THEM AND EMBRACED THEM BOTH TOGETHER. AND THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY CAME DOWN INTO HIS MOUTH, AND HE TOOK LEVI BY HIS RIGHT HAND AND JUDAH BY HIS LEFT. AND HE TURNED TO LEVI FIRST, AND BEGAN TO BLESS HIM FIRST, AND SAID UNTO HIM: MAY THE GOD OF ALL, THE VERY LORD OF ALL THE AGES, BLESS THEE AND THY CHILDREN THROUGHOUT ALL THE AGES. AND MAY THE LORD GIVE TO THEE AND TO THY SEED GREATNESS AND GREAT GLORY, AND CAUSE THEE AND THY SEED, FROM AMONG ALL FLESH, TO APPROACH HIM TO SERVE IN HIS SANCTUARY AS THE ANGELS OF THE PRESENCE AND AS THE HOLY ONES. (EVEN) AS THEY, SHALL THE SEED OF THY SONS BE FOR GLORY AND GREATNESS AND HOLINESS, AND MAY HE MAKE THEM GREAT UNTO ALL THE AGES. AND THEY SHALL BE JUDGES AND PRINCES, AND CHIEFS OF ALL THE SEED OF THE SONS OF JACOB, THEY SHALL SPEAK THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THEY SHALL JUDGE ALL HIS JUDGMENTS IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND THEY SHALL DECLARE MY WAYS TO JACOB AND MY PATHS TO ISRAEL. THE BLESSING OF THE LORD SHALL BE GIVEN IN THEIR MOUTHS TO BLESS ALL THE SEED OF THE BELOVED. THY MOTHER HAS CALLED THY NAME LEVI, AND JUSTLY HAS SHE CALLED THY NAME, THOU SHALT BE JOINED TO THE LORD AND BE THE COMPANION OF ALL THE SONS OF JACOB, LET HIS TABLE BE THINE, AND DO THOU AND THY SONS EAT THEREOF, AND MAY THY TABLE BE FULL UNTO ALL GENERATIONS, AND THY FOOD FAIL NOT UNTO ALL THE AGES. AND LET ALL WHO HATE THEE FALL DOWN BEFORE THEE, AND LET ALL THY ADVERSARIES BE ROOTED OUT AND PERISH, AND BLESSED BE HE THAT BLESSES THEE, AND CURSED BE EVERY NATION THAT CURSES THEE.' AND TO JUDAH HE SAID: 'MAY THE LORD GIVE THEE STRENGTH AND POWER TO TREAD DOWN ALL THAT HATE THEE, A PRINCE SHALT THOU BE, THOU AND ONE OF THY SONS, OVER THE SONS OF JACOB, MAY THY NAME AND THE NAME OF THY SONS GO FORTH AND TRAVERSE EVERY LAND AND REGION. THEN SHALL THE GENTILES FEAR BEFORE THY FACE, AND ALL THE NATIONS SHALL QUAKE [AND ALL THE PEOPLES SHALL QUAKE]. IN THEE SHALL BE THE HELP OF JACOB, AND IN THEE BE FOUND THE SALVATION OF ISRAEL. AND WHEN THOU SIT ON THE THRONE OF HONOR OF THY RIGHTEOUSNESS THERE SHALL BE GREAT PEACE FOR ALL THE SEED OF THE SONS OF THE BELOVED, BLESSED BE HE THAT BLESS THEE, AND ALL THAT HATE THEE AND AFFLICT THEE AND CURSE THEE SHALL BE ROOTED OUT AND DESTROYED FROM THE EARTH AND BE [SEXUALLY] ACCURSED.' AND TURNING HE KISSED HIM AGAIN AND EMBRACED HIM, AND REJOICED GREATLY, FOR HE HAD SEEN THE SONS OF JACOB HIS SON IN VERY TRUTH. AND HE WENT FORTH FROM BETWEEN HIS FEET AND FELL DOWN AND BOWED DOWN TO HIM, AND HE BLESSED THEM AND RESTED THERE WITH ISAAC HIS FATHER THAT NIGHT, AND THEY EAT AND DRANK WITH JOY. AND HE MADE THE TWO SONS OF JACOB SLEEP, THE ONE ON HIS RIGHT HAND AND THE OTHER ON HIS LEFT, AND IT WAS COUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND JACOB TOLD HIS FATHER EVERYTHING DURING THE NIGHT, HOW THE LORD HAD SHOWN HIM GREAT MERCY, AND HOW HE HAD PROSPERED (HIM IN) ALL HIS WAYS, AND PROTECTED HIM FROM ALL [SEXUAL] EVIL. AND ISAAC BLESSED THE GOD OF HIS FATHER ABRAHAM, WHO HAD NOT WITHDRAWN HIS MERCY AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS FROM THE SONS OF HIS SERVANT ISAAC. AND IN THE MORNING JACOB TOLD HIS FATHER ISAAC THE VOW WHICH HE HAD VOWED TO THE LORD, AND THE VISION WHICH HE HAD SEEN, AND THAT HE HAD BUILT AN ALTAR, AND THAT EVERYTHING WAS READY FOR THE SACRIFICE TO BE MADE BEFORE THE LORD AS HE HAD VOWED, AND THAT HE HAD COME TO SET HIM ON AN ASS. AND ISAAC SAID UNTO JACOB HIS SON: 'I AM NOT ABLE TO GO WITH THEE, FOR I AM OLD AND NOT ABLE TO BEAR THE WAY: GO, MY SON, IN PEACE, FOR I AM ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE YEARS THIS DAY; I AM NO LONGER ABLE TO JOURNEY, SET THY MOTHER (ON AN ASS) AND LET HER GO WITH THEE. AND I KNOW, MY SON, THAT THOU HAST COME ON MY ACCOUNT, AND MAY THIS DAY BE BLESSED ON WHICH THOU HAST SEEN ME ALIVE, AND I ALSO HAVE SEEN THEE, MY SON. MAYEST THOU PROSPER AND FULFIL THE VOW WHICH THOU HAST VOWED, AND PUT NOT OFF THY VOW, FOR THOU SHALT BE CALLED TO ACCOUNT AS TOUCHING THE VOW, NOW THEREFORE MAKE HASTE TO PERFORM IT, AND MAY HE BE PLEASED WHO HAS MADE ALL THINGS, TO WHOM THOU HAST VOWED THE VOW.' AND HE SAID TO REBECCA: 'GO WITH JACOB THY SON', AND REBECCA WENT WITH JACOB HER SON, AND DEBORAH WITH HER, AND THEY CAME TO BETHEL. AND JACOB REMEMBERED THE PRAYER WITH WHICH HIS FATHER HAD BLESSED HIM AND HIS TWO SONS, LEVI AND JUDAH, AND HE REJOICED AND BLESSED THE GOD OF HIS FATHERS, ABRAHAM AND ISAAC. AND HE SAID: 'NOW I KNOW THAT I HAVE AN ETERNAL HOPE, AND MY SONS ALSO, BEFORE THE GOD OF ALL'; AND THUS, IS IT ORDAINED CONCERNING THE TWO, AND THEY RECORD IT AS AN ETERNAL [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY UNTO THEM ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS HOW ISAAC BLESSED THEM. AND HE, ABODE THAT NIGHT AT BETHEL, AND LEVI DREAMED THAT THEY HAD ORDAINED AND MADE HIM THE PRIEST OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], HIM AND HIS SONS FOR EVER, AND HE AWOKE FROM HIS SLEEP AND BLESSED THE LORD. 
JACOB’S 10% TITHES, 10% SACRIFICES & 10% OFFERINGS TO THE LORD
AND JACOB ROSE EARLY IN THE MORNING, ON THE FOURTEENTH OF THIS MONTH, AND HE GAVE A TITHE OF ALL THAT CAME WITH HIM, BOTH OF MEN AND CATTLE, BOTH OF GOLD AND EVERY VESSEL AND GARMENT, YEA, HE GAVE TITHES OF ALL. AND IN THOSE DAYS RACHEL BECAME PREGNANT WITH HER SON BENJAMIN. AND JACOB COUNTED HIS SONS FROM HIM UPWARDS AND LEVI FELL TO THE PORTION OF THE LORD, AND HIS FATHER CLOTHED HIM IN THE GARMENTS OF THE PRIESTHOOD AND FILLED HIS HANDS. AND ON THE FIFTEENTH OF THIS MONTH, HE BROUGHT TO THE ALTAR FOURTEEN OXEN FROM AMONGST THE CATTLE, AND TWENTY-EIGHT RAMS, AND FORTY-NINE SHEEP, AND SEVEN LAMBS, AND TWENTY-ONE KIDS OF THE GOATS AS A BURNT-OFFERING ON THE ALTAR OF SACRIFICE, WELL PLEASING FOR A SWEET SAVOR [SMOKE] BEFORE GOD. THIS WAS HIS OFFERING, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE VOW WHICH HE HAD VOWED THAT HE WOULD GIVE A TENTH, WITH THEIR FRUIT-OFFERINGS AND THEIR DRINK OFFERINGS. AND WHEN THE FIRE HAD CONSUMED IT, HE BURNT INCENSE ON THE FIRE OVER THE FIRE, AND FOR A THANK-OFFERING TWO OXEN AND FOUR RAMS AND FOUR SHEEP, FOUR HE-GOATS, AND TWO SHEEP OF A YEAR OLD, AND TWO KIDS OF THE GOATS; AND THUS, HE DID DAILY FOR SEVEN DAYS. AND HE AND ALL HIS SONS AND HIS MEN WERE EATING (THIS) WITH JOY THERE DURING SEVEN DAYS AND BLESSING AND THANKING THE LORD, WHO HAD DELIVERED HIM OUT OF ALL HIS TRIBULATION AND HAD GIVEN HIM HIS VOW. AND HE TITHED ALL THE CLEAN ANIMALS, AND MADE A BURNT SACRIFICE, BUT THE UNCLEAN ANIMALS HE GAVE (NOT) TO LEVI HIS SON, AND HE GAVE HIM ALL THE SOULS OF THE MEN. AND LEVI DISCHARGED THE PRIESTLY OFFICE AT BETHEL BEFORE JACOB HIS FATHER IN PREFERENCE TO HIS TEN BROTHERS, AND HE WAS A PRIEST THERE, AND JACOB GAVE HIS VOW: THUS, HE TITHED AGAIN THE TITHE TO THE LORD AND SANCTIFIED IT, AND IT BECAME HOLY UNTO HIM. AND FOR THIS REASON, IT IS ORDAINED ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS AS A [SEXLESS] LAW FOR THE TITHING AGAIN THE TITHE TO EAT BEFORE THE LORD FROM YEAR TO YEAR, IN THE PLACE WHERE IT IS CHOSEN THAT HIS NAME SHOULD DWELL, AND TO THIS [SEXLESS] LAW THERE IS NO LIMIT OF DAYS FOR EVER. THIS ORDINANCE IS WRITTEN THAT IT MAY BE FULFILLED FROM YEAR TO YEAR IN EATING THE SECOND TITHE BEFORE THE LORD IN THE PLACE WHERE IT HAS BEEN CHOSEN, AND NOTHING SHALL REMAIN OVER FROM IT FROM THIS YEAR TO THE YEAR FOLLOWING. FOR IN ITS YEAR SHALL THE SEED BE EATEN TILL THE DAYS OF THE GATHERING OF THE SEED OF THE YEAR, AND THE WINE TILL THE DAYS OF THE WINE, AND THE OIL TILL THE DAYS OF ITS SEASON. AND ALL THAT IS LEFT THEREOF AND BECOMES OLD, LET IT BE REGARDED AS [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED: LET IT BE BURNT WITH FIRE, FOR IT IS UNCLEAN. AND THUS, LET THEM EAT IT TOGETHER IN THE SANCTUARY, AND LET THEM NOT SUFFER IT TO BECOME OLD. AND ALL THE TITHES OF THE OXEN AND SHEEP SHALL BE HOLY UNTO THE LORD, AND SHALL BELONG TO HIS PRIESTS, WHICH THEY WILL EAT BEFORE HIM FROM YEAR TO YEAR, FOR THUS IS IT ORDAINED AND ENGRAVED REGARDING THE TITHE ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS. AND ON THE FOLLOWING NIGHT, ON THE TWENTY-SECOND DAY OF THIS MONTH, JACOB RESOLVED TO BUILD THAT PLACE, AND TO SURROUND THE COURT WITH A WALL, AND TO SANCTIFY IT AND MAKE IT HOLY FOR EVER, FOR HIMSELF AND HIS CHILDREN AFTER HIM. 
THE LORD CHANGES JACOB’S NAME TO ISRAEL
AND THE LORD APPEARED TO HIM BY NIGHT AND BLESSED HIM AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'THY NAME SHALL NOT BE CALLED JACOB, BUT ISRAEL SHALL THEY NAME THY NAME.' AND HE SAID UNTO HIM AGAIN: 'I AM THE LORD WHO CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AND I WILL INCREASE THEE AND MULTIPLY THEE EXCEEDINGLY, AND KINGS [LORDS & GODS IN JOHN 10:34-35] SHALL COME FORTH FROM THEE, AND THEY SHALL JUDGE EVERYWHERE WHEREVER THE FOOT OF THE SONS OF MEN HAS TRODDEN. AND I WILL GIVE TO THY SEED ALL THE EARTH WHICH IS UNDER HEAVEN, AND THEY SHALL JUDGE ALL THE NATIONS ACCORDING TO THEIR [SEXLESS] DESIRES, AND AFTER THAT THEY SHALL GET POSSESSION OF THE WHOLE EARTH AND INHERIT IT FOR EVER.' AND HE FINISHED SPEAKING WITH HIM, AND HE WENT UP FROM HIM. AND JACOB LOOKED TILL HE HAD ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN. AND HE SAW IN A VISION OF THE NIGHT, AND BEHOLD AN ANGEL DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN WITH SEVEN TABLETS IN HIS HANDS, AND HE GAVE THEM TO JACOB, AND HE READ THEM AND KNEW ALL THAT WAS WRITTEN THEREIN WHICH WOULD BEFALL HIM AND HIS SONS THROUGHOUT ALL THE AGES. AND HE SHOWED HIM ALL THAT WAS WRITTEN ON THE TABLETS, AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'DO NOT BUILD THIS PLACE, AND DO NOT MAKE IT AN ETERNAL SANCTUARY, AND DO NOT DWELL HERE, FOR THIS IS NOT THE PLACE. GO TO THE HOUSE OF ABRAHAM THY FATHER AND DWELL WITH ISAAC THY FATHER UNTIL THE DAY OF THE DEATH OF THY FATHER. FOR IN EGYPT THOU SHALT DIE IN PEACE, AND IN THIS LAND THOU SHALT BE BURIED WITH HONOR IN THE SEPULCHER OF THY FATHERS, WITH ABRAHAM AND ISAAC. FEAR NOT, FOR AS THOU HAST SEEN AND READ IT, THUS SHALL IT ALL BE, AND DO THOU WRITE DOWN EVERYTHING AS THOU HAST SEEN AND READ.' AND JACOB SAID: 'LORD, HOW CAN I REMEMBER ALL THAT I HAVE READ AND SEEN? 'AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: 'I WILL BRING ALL THINGS TO THY REMEMBRANCE.' AND HE WENT UP FROM HIM, AND HE AWOKE FROM HIS SLEEP, AND HE REMEMBERED EVERYTHING WHICH HE HAD READ AND SEEN, AND HE WROTE DOWN ALL THE WORDS WHICH HE HAD READ AND SEEN. AND HE CELEBRATED THERE YET ANOTHER DAY, AND HE SACRIFICED THEREON ACCORDING TO ALL THAT HE SACRIFICED ON THE FORMER DAYS, AND CALLED ITS NAME 'ADDITION,' FOR THIS DAY WAS ADDED AND THE FORMER DAYS HE CALLED 'THE FEAST '. AND THUS, IT WAS MANIFESTED THAT IT SHOULD BE, AND IT IS WRITTEN ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS: WHEREFORE IT WAS REVEALED TO HIM THAT HE SHOULD CELEBRATE IT, AND ADD IT TO THE SEVEN DAYS OF THE FEAST. AND ITS NAME WAS CALLED 'ADDITION,' BECAUSE THAT IT WAS RECORDED AMONGST THE DAYS OF THE FEAST DAYS, ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THE DAYS OF THE YEAR. AND IN THE NIGHT, ON THE TWENTY-THIRD OF THIS MONTH, DEBORAH REBECCA'S NURSE DIED, AND THEY BURIED HER BENEATH THE CITY UNDER THE OAK OF THE RIVER, AND HE CALLED THE NAME OF THIS PLACE, 'THE RIVER OF DEBORAH,' AND THE OAK, 'THE OAK OF THE MOURNING OF DEBORAH.' AND REBECCA WENT AND RETURNED TO HER HOUSE TO HIS FATHER ISAAC, AND JACOB SENT BY HER HAND RAMS AND SHEEP AND HE-GOATS THAT SHE SHOULD PREPARE A MEAL FOR HIS FATHER SUCH AS HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED. AND HE WENT AFTER HIS MOTHER TILL HE CAME TO THE LAND OF KABRATAN, AND HE DWELT THERE. AND RACHEL BARE A SON IN THE NIGHT, AND CALLED HIS NAME 'SON OF MY SORROW ', FOR SHE SUFFERED IN GIVING HIM BIRTH: BUT HIS FATHER CALLED HIS NAME BENJAMIN, ON THE ELEVENTH OF THE EIGHTH MONTH IN THE FIRST OF THE SIXTH WEEK OF THIS JUBILEE. AND RACHEL DIED THERE AND SHE WAS BURIED IN THE LAND OF EPHRATH, THE SAME IS BETHLEHEM, AND JACOB BUILT A PILLAR ON THE GRAVE OF RACHEL, ON THE ROAD ABOVE HER GRAVE. AND JACOB WENT AND DWELT TO THE SOUTH OF MAGDALADRA'EF. AND HE WENT TO HIS FATHER ISAAC, HE AND LEAH HIS WIFE, ON THE NEW MOON OF THE TENTH MONTH. 
REUBEN LAYS WITH BILHAH & SEXUALLY DEFILES HER
AND REUBEN SAW BILHAH, RACHEL'S MAID, THE CONCUBINE OF HIS FATHER, BATHING IN WATER IN A SECRET PLACE, AND HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HER. AND HE HID HIMSELF AT NIGHT, AND HE ENTERED THE HOUSE OF BILHAH [AT NIGHT], AND HE FOUND HER SLEEPING ALONE ON A BED IN HER HOUSE. AND HE LAY WITH HER, AND SHE AWOKE AND SAW, AND BEHOLD REUBEN WAS LYING WITH HER IN THE BED, AND SHE UNCOVERED THE BORDER OF HER COVERING AND SEIZED HIM, AND CRIED OUT, AND DISCOVERED THAT IT WAS REUBEN. AND SHE WAS ASHAMED BECAUSE OF HIM, AND RELEASED HER HAND FROM HIM, AND HE FLED. AND SHE LAMENTED BECAUSE OF THIS THING EXCEEDINGLY, AND DID NOT TELL IT TO ANY ONE. AND WHEN JACOB RETURNED AND SOUGHT HER, SHE SAID UNTO HIM: 'I AM NOT CLEAN FOR THEE, FOR I HAVE BEEN [SEXUALLY] DEFILED AS REGARDS THEE, FOR REUBEN HAS [SEXUALLY] DEFILED ME, AND HAS LAIN WITH ME IN THE NIGHT, AND I WAS ASLEEP, AND DID NOT DISCOVER UNTIL HE UNCOVERED MY SKIRT AND SLEPT WITH ME.' AND JACOB WAS EXCEEDINGLY WROTH WITH REUBEN BECAUSE HE HAD LAIN WITH BILHAH, BECAUSE HE HAD UNCOVERED HIS FATHER'S SKIRT. AND JACOB DID NOT APPROACH HER AGAIN BECAUSE REUBEN HAD [SEXUALLY] DEFILED HER. AND AS FOR ANY MAN WHO UNCOVERS HIS FATHER'S SKIRT HIS [SEXUAL] DEED IS WICKED EXCEEDINGLY, FOR HE IS ABOMINABLE BEFORE THE LORD. FOR THIS REASON, IT IS WRITTEN AND ORDAINED ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS THAT A MAN SHOULD NOT LIE WITH HIS FATHER'S WIFE, AND SHOULD NOT UNCOVER HIS FATHER'S SKIRT, FOR THIS IS UNCLEAN: THEY SHALL SURELY DIE TOGETHER, THE MAN WHO LIES WITH HIS FATHER'S WIFE AND THE WOMAN ALSO, FOR THEY HAVE WROUGHT UNCLEANNESS ON THE EARTH. AND THERE SHALL BE NOTHING UNCLEAN BEFORE OUR GOD IN THE NATION WHICH HE HAS CHOSEN FOR HIMSELF AS A POSSESSION. AND AGAIN, IT IS WRITTEN A SECOND TIME: 'CURSED BE HE WHO LIETH WITH THE WIFE OF HIS FATHER, FOR HE HATH UNCOVERED HIS FATHER'S SHAME', AND ALL THE HOLY ONES OF THE LORD SAID 'SO BE IT; SO BE IT.' AND DO THOU, MOSES, COMMAND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT THEY OBSERVE THIS WORD; FOR IT (ENTAILS) A PUNISHMENT OF DEATH, AND IT IS UNCLEAN, AND THERE IS NO ATONEMENT FOR EVER TO ATONE FOR THE MAN WHO HAS COMMITTED THIS, BUT HE IS TO BE PUT TO DEATH AND SLAIN, AND STONED WITH STONES, AND ROOTED OUT FROM THE MIDST OF THE PEOPLE OF OUR GOD. FOR TO NO MAN WHO DOES SO IN ISRAEL IS IT PERMITTED TO REMAIN ALIVE A SINGLE DAY ON THE EARTH, FOR HE IS ABOMINABLE AND UNCLEAN. AND LET THEM NOT SAY: TO REUBEN WAS GRANTED LIFE AND FORGIVENESS AFTER HE HAD LAIN WITH HIS FATHER'S CONCUBINE, AND TO HER ALSO THOUGH SHE HAD A HUSBAND, AND HER HUSBAND JACOB, HIS FATHER, WAS STILL ALIVE. FOR UNTIL THAT TIME THERE HAD NOT BEEN REVEALED THE ORDINANCE AND JUDGMENT AND [SEXLESS] LAW IN ITS COMPLETENESS FOR ALL, BUT IN THY DAYS (IT HAS BEEN REVEALED) AS A [SEXLESS] LAW OF SEASONS AND OF DAYS, AND AN EVERLASTING [SEXLESS] LAW FOR THE EVERLASTING GENERATIONS. AND FOR THIS [SEXLESS] LAW THERE IS NO CONSUMMATION OF DAYS, AND NO ATONEMENT FOR IT, BUT THEY MUST BOTH BE ROOTED OUT IN THE MIDST OF THE NATION: ON THE DAY WHEREON, THEY COMMITTED IT THEY SHALL SLAY THEM. AND DO THOU, MOSES, WRITE (IT) DOWN FOR ISRAEL THAT THEY MAY OBSERVE IT, AND DO ACCORDING TO THESE WORDS, AND NOT COMMIT A [SEXUAL] SIN UNTO DEATH, FOR THE LORD OUR GOD IS JUDGE [JAMES 4:12], WHO RESPECTS NOT PERSONS AND ACCEPTS NOT GIFTS. AND TELL THEM THESE WORDS OF THE COVENANT, THAT THEY MAY HEAR AND OBSERVE, AND BE ON THEIR GUARD WITH RESPECT TO THEM, AND NOT BE DESTROYED AND ROOTED OUT OF THE LAND, FOR AN UNCLEANNESS, AND AN ABOMINATION, AND A [SEXUAL] CONTAMINATION, AND A [SEXUAL] POLLUTION, ARE ALL THEY WHO COMMIT IT ON THE EARTH BEFORE OUR GOD. AND THERE IS NO GREATER [SEXUAL] SIN THAN THE FORNICATION WHICH THEY COMMIT ON EARTH; FOR ISRAEL IS A HOLY NATION UNTO THE LORD ITS GOD, AND A NATION OF INHERITANCE, AND A PRIESTLY AND ROYAL NATION AND FOR (HIS OWN) POSSESSION, AND THERE SHALL NO SUCH UNCLEANNESS APPEAR IN THE MIDST OF THE HOLY NATION. 
THE FAMILY OF JACOB
AND IN THE THIRD YEAR OF THIS SIXTH WEEK JACOB AND ALL HIS SONS WENT AND DWELT IN THE HOUSE OF ABRAHAM, NEAR ISAAC HIS FATHER AND REBECCA HIS MOTHER. AND THESE WERE THE NAMES OF THE SONS OF JACOB: THE FIRST-BORN REUBEN, SIMEON, LEVI, JUDAH, ISSACHAR, ZEBULON, THE SONS OF LEAH; AND THE SONS OF RACHEL, JOSEPH AND BENJAMIN; AND THE SONS OF BILHAH, DAN AND NAPHTALI, AND THE SONS OF ZILPAH, GAD AND ASHER, AND DINAH, THE DAUGHTER OF LEAH, THE ONLY DAUGHTER OF JACOB. AND THEY CAME AND BOWED THEMSELVES TO ISAAC AND REBECCA, AND WHEN THEY SAW THEM, THEY BLESSED JACOB AND ALL HIS SONS, AND ISAAC REJOICED EXCEEDINGLY, FOR HE SAW THE SONS OF JACOB, HIS YOUNGER SON AND HE BLESSED THEM. 
JACOB OVERTHROWS THE THIEVING KINGS
AND IN THE SIXTH YEAR OF THIS WEEK OF THIS FORTY-FOURTH JUBILEE JACOB SENT HIS SONS TO PASTURE THEIR SHEEP, AND HIS SERVANTS WITH THEM TO THE PASTURES OF SHECHEM. AND THE SEVEN KINGS OF THE AMORITES ASSEMBLED THEMSELVES TOGETHER AGAINST THEM, TO SLAY THEM, HIDING THEMSELVES UNDER THE TREES, AND TO TAKE THEIR CATTLE AS A PREY. AND JACOB AND LEVI AND JUDAH AND JOSEPH WERE IN THE HOUSE WITH ISAAC THEIR FATHER, FOR HIS SPIRIT WAS SORROWFUL, AND THEY COULD NOT LEAVE HIM: AND BENJAMIN WAS THE YOUNGEST, AND FOR THIS REASON REMAINED WITH HIS FATHER. AND THERE CAME THE KING[S] OF TAPHU AND THE KING[S] OF 'ARESA, AND THE KING[S] OF SERAGAN, AND THE KING[S] OF SELO, AND THE KING[S] OF GA'AS, AND THE KING OF BETHORON, AND THE KING OF MA'ANISAKIR, AND ALL THOSE WHO DWELL IN THESE MOUNTAINS (AND) WHO DWELL IN THE WOODS IN THE LAND OF CANAAN. AND THEY ANNOUNCED THIS TO JACOB SAYING: 'BEHOLD, THE KINGS OF THE AMORITES HAVE SURROUNDED THY SONS, AND PLUNDERED THEIR HERDS.' AND HE AROSE FROM HIS HOUSE, HE AND HIS THREE SONS AND ALL THE SERVANTS OF HIS FATHER, AND HIS OWN SERVANTS, AND HE WENT AGAINST THEM WITH SIX THOUSAND MEN, WHO CARRIED SWORDS. AND HE SLEW THEM IN THE PASTURES OF SHECHEM, AND PURSUED THOSE WHO FLED, AND HE SLEW THEM WITH THE EDGE OF THE SWORD, AND HE SLEW 'ARESA AND TAPHU AND SAREGAN AND SELO AND 'AMANI- SAKIR AND GA[GA]'AS, AND HE RECOVERED HIS HERDS. AND HE PREVAILED OVER THEM, AND IMPOSED TRIBUTE ON THEM THAT THEY SHOULD PAY HIM TRIBUTE, FIVE FRUIT PRODUCTS OF THEIR LAND, AND HE BUILT ROBEL AND TAMNATARES. AND HE RETURNED IN PEACE, AND MADE PEACE WITH THEM, AND THEY BECAME HIS SERVANTS, UNTIL THE DAY THAT HE AND HIS SONS WENT DOWN INTO EGYPT. 
JOSEPH SOLD INTO EGYPT
AND IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THIS WEEK HE SENT JOSEPH TO LEARN ABOUT THE WELFARE OF HIS BROTHERS FROM HIS HOUSE TO THE LAND OF SHECHEM, AND HE FOUND THEM IN THE LAND OF DOTHAN. AND THEY DEALT TREACHEROUSLY WITH HIM, AND FORMED A PLOT AGAINST HIM TO SLAY HIM, BUT CHANGING THEIR MINDS, THEY SOLD HIM TO ISHMAELITE MERCHANTS, AND THEY BROUGHT HIM DOWN INTO EGYPT, AND THEY SOLD HIM TO POTIPHAR, THE EUNUCH OF PHARAOH, THE CHIEF OF THE COOKS, PRIEST OF THE CITY OF 'ELEW. AND THE SONS OF JACOB SLAUGHTERED A KID, AND DIPPED THE COAT OF JOSEPH IN THE BLOOD, AND SENT (IT) TO JACOB THEIR FATHER ON THE TENTH OF THE SEVENTH MONTH [MARCH 2ND ON THE CIVIL CALENDAR, JULY 10TH ON THE GREGORIAN CALENDAR & SEPTEMBER 30TH ON THE HOLINESS CALENDAR]. AND HE MOURNED ALL THAT NIGHT, FOR THEY HAD BROUGHT IT TO HIM IN THE EVENING, AND HE BECAME FEVERISH WITH MOURNING FOR HIS DEATH, AND HE SAID: 'AN EVIL BEAST HATH DEVOURED JOSEPH', AND ALL THE MEMBERS OF HIS HOUSE [MOURNED WITH HIM THAT DAY, AND THEY] WERE GRIEVING AND MOURNING WITH HIM ALL THAT DAY. AND HIS SONS AND HIS DAUGHTER ROSE UP TO COMFORT HIM, BUT HE REFUSED TO BE COMFORTED FOR HIS SON. AND ON THAT DAY BILHAH HEARD THAT JOSEPH HAD PERISHED, AND SHE DIED MOURNING HIM, AND SHE WAS LIVING IN QAFRATEF, AND DINAH ALSO, HIS DAUGHTER, DIED AFTER JOSEPH HAD PERISHED. AND THERE CAME THESE THREE, MOURNING’S UPON ISRAEL IN ONE MONTH. AND THEY BURIED BILHAH OVER AGAINST THE TOMB OF RACHEL, AND DINAH ALSO. HIS DAUGHTER, THEY BURIED THERE. AND HE MOURNED FOR JOSEPH ONE YEAR, AND DID NOT CEASE, FOR HE SAID 'LET ME GO DOWN TO THE GRAVE MOURNING FOR MY SON'. FOR THIS REASON IT IS ORDAINED FOR THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT THEY SHOULD AFFLICT THEMSELVES ON THE TENTH OF THE SEVENTH MONTH, ON THE DAY THAT THE NEWS WHICH MADE HIM WEEP FOR JOSEPH CAME TO JACOB HIS FATHER, THAT THEY SHOULD MAKE ATONEMENT FOR THEMSELVES THEREON WITH A YOUNG GOAT ON THE TENTH OF THE SEVENTH MONTH, ONCE A YEAR, FOR THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, FOR THEY HAD GRIEVED THE AFFECTION OF THEIR FATHER REGARDING JOSEPH HIS SON. AND THIS DAY HAS BEEN ORDAINED THAT THEY SHOULD GRIEVE THEREON FOR THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, AND FOR ALL THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS AND FOR ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] ERRORS, SO THAT THEY MIGHT CLEANSE THEMSELVES ON THAT DAY ONCE A YEAR. 
THE 12 WIVES OF THE 12 SONS OF JACOB, THE QUESTION ABOUT JACOB & THE DEATH OF REBECCA
AND AFTER JOSEPH PERISHED, THE SONS OF JACOB TOOK UNTO THEMSELVES WIVES. THE NAME OF REUBEN'S WIFE IS 'ADA; AND THE NAME OF SIMEON'S WIFE IS 'ADLBA'A, A CANAANITE; AND THE NAME OF LEVI'S WIFE IS MELKA, OF THE DAUGHTERS OF ARAM, OF THE SEED OF THE SONS OF TERAH; AND THE NAME OF JUDAH'S WIFE, BETASU'EL, A CANAANITE, AND THE NAME OF ISSACHAR'S WIFE, HEZAQA: AND THE NAME OF ZABULON'S WIFE, NI'IMAN, AND THE NAME OF DAN'S WIFE, 'EGLA; AND THE NAME OF NAPHTALI'S WIFE, RASU'U, OF MESOPOTAMIA, AND THE NAME OF GAD'S WIFE, MAKA, AND THE NAME OF ASHER'S WIFE, 'IJONA; AND THE NAME OF JOSEPH'S WIFE, ASENATH, THE EGYPTIAN, AND THE NAME OF BENJAMIN'S WIFE, 'IJASAKA. AND SIMEON REPENTED, AND TOOK A SECOND WIFE FROM MESOPOTAMIA AS HIS BROTHERS. AND IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE FIRST WEEK OF THE FORTY-FIFTH JUBILEE REBECCA CALLED JACOB, HER SON, AND COMMANDED HIM REGARDING HIS FATHER AND REGARDING HIS BROTHER, THAT HE SHOULD HONOR THEM ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE. AND JACOB SAID: 'I WILL DO EVERYTHING AS THOU HAST COMMANDED ME, FOR THIS THING WILL BE HONOR AND GREATNESS TO ME, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE THE LORD, THAT I SHOULD HONOR THEM. AND THOU TOO, MOTHER, KNOW FROM THE TIME I WAS BORN UNTIL THIS DAY, ALL MY [SEXLESS] DEEDS AND ALL THAT IS IN MY HEART, THAT I ALWAYS THINK GOOD CONCERNING ALL. AND HOW SHOULD I NOT DO THIS THING WHICH THOU HAST COMMANDED ME, THAT I SHOULD HONOR MY FATHER AND MY BROTHER! TELL ME, MOTHER, WHAT PERVERSITY HAST THOU SEEN IN ME AND I SHALL TURN AWAY FROM IT, AND MERCY WILL BE UPON ME.' AND SHE SAID UNTO HIM: 'MY SON, I HAVE NOT SEEN IN THEE ALL MY DAYS ANY PERVERSE BUT (ONLY) UPRIGHT [SEXLESS] DEEDS. AND YET I WILL TELL THEE THE TRUTH, MY SON: I SHALL DIE THIS YEAR, AND I SHALL NOT SURVIVE THIS YEAR IN MY LIFE, FOR I HAVE SEEN IN A DREAM THE DAY OF MY DEATH, THAT I SHOULD NOT LIVE BEYOND A HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FIVE YEARS: AND BEHOLD I HAVE COMPLETED ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE WHICH I AM TO LIVE.' AND JACOB LAUGHED AT THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF HIS MOTHER. BECAUSE HIS MOTHER HAD SAID UNTO HIM THAT SHE SHOULD DIE, AND SHE WAS SITTING OPPOSITE TO HIM IN POSSESSION OF HER STRENGTH, AND SHE WAS NOT INFIRM IN HER STRENGTH, FOR SHE WENT IN AND OUT AND SAW, AND HER TEETH WERE STRONG, AND NO AILMENT HAD TOUCHED HER ALL THE DAYS OF HER LIFE. AND JACOB SAID UNTO HER: 'BLESSED AM I, MOTHER, IF MY DAYS APPROACH THE DAYS OF THY LIFE, AND MY STRENGTH REMAIN WITH ME THUS AS THY STRENGTH: AND THOU WILT NOT DIE, FOR THOU ART JESTING IDLY WITH ME REGARDING THY DEATH.' AND SHE WENT IN TO ISAAC AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'ONE PETITION I MAKE UNTO THEE: MAKE ESAU SWEAR THAT HE WILL NOT INJURE JACOB, NOR PURSUE HIM WITH ENMITY, FOR THOU KNOW ESAU'S [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS THAT THEY ARE PERVERSE FROM HIS YOUTH, AND THERE IS NO GOODNESS IN HIM, FOR HE [SEXUALLY] DESIRES AFTER THY DEATH TO KILL HIM. AND THOU KNOW ALL THAT HE HAS DONE SINCE THE DAY JACOB HIS BROTHER WENT TO HARAN UNTIL THIS DAY: HOW HE HAS FORSAKEN US WITH HIS WHOLE HEART, AND HAS DONE [SEXUAL] EVIL TO US; THY FLOCKS HE HAS TAKEN TO HIMSELF, AND CARRIED OFF ALL THY POSSESSIONS FROM BEFORE THY FACE. AND WHEN WE IMPLORED AND BESOUGHT HIM FOR WHAT WAS OUR OWN, HE DID AS A MAN WHO WAS TAKING PITY ON US. AND HE IS BITTER AGAINST THEE BECAUSE THOU DIDST BLESS JACOB THY PERFECT AND UPRIGHT SON, FOR THERE IS NO [SEXUAL] EVIL BUT ONLY GOODNESS IN HIM, AND SINCE HE CAME FROM HARAN UNTO THIS DAY HE HAS NOT ROBBED US OF AUGHT, FOR HE BRINGS US EVERYTHING IN ITS SEASON ALWAYS, AND REJOICES WITH ALL HIS HEART WHEN WE TAKE AT HIS HANDS AND HE BLESSES US, AND HAS NOT PARTED FROM US SINCE HE CAME FROM HARAN UNTIL THIS DAY, AND HE REMAINS WITH US CONTINUALLY AT HOME HONORING US.' AND ISAAC SAID UNTO HER: 'I, TOO, KNOW AND SEE THE [SEXLESS] DEEDS OF JACOB WHO IS WITH US, HOW THAT WITH ALL HIS HEART HE HONORS US, BUT I [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ESAU FORMERLY MORE THAN JACOB, BECAUSE HE WAS THE FIRSTBORN, BUT NOW I [SEXLESS] LOVE JACOB MORE THAN ESAU, FOR HE HAS DONE MANIFOLD EVIL [SEXUAL] DEEDS, AND THERE IS NO RIGHTEOUSNESS IN HIM, FOR ALL HIS WAYS ARE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AND [SEXUAL] VIOLENCE, [AND THERE IS NO RIGHTEOUSNESS AROUND HIM.] AND NOW MY HEART IS TROUBLED BECAUSE OF ALL HIS [SEXUAL] DEEDS, AND NEITHER HE NOR HIS SEED IS TO BE SAVED, FOR THEY ARE THOSE WHO WILL BE DESTROYED FROM THE EARTH AND WHO WILL BE ROOTED OUT FROM UNDER HEAVEN, FOR HE HAS FORSAKEN THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND GONE AFTER HIS WIVES AND AFTER THEIR UNCLEANNESS AND AFTER THEIR [SEXUAL] ERROR, HE AND HIS CHILDREN. AND THOU DOST BID ME MAKE HIM SWEAR THAT HE WILL NOT SLAY JACOB HIS BROTHER, EVEN IF HE, SWEAR, HE WILL NOT ABIDE BY HIS OATH, AND HE WILL NOT DO [SEXLESS] GOOD BUT [SEXUAL] EVIL ONLY. BUT IF HE [SEXUALLY] DESIRES TO SLAY JACOB, HIS BROTHER, INTO JACOB'S HANDS WILL HE BE GIVEN, AND HE WILL NOT ESCAPE FROM HIS HANDS, [FOR HE WILL DESCEND INTO HIS HANDS.] AND FEAR THOU NOT ON ACCOUNT OF JACOB, FOR THE GUARDIAN OF JACOB IS GREAT AND POWERFUL AND HONORED, AND PRAISED MORE THAN THE GUARDIAN OF ESAU.' AND REBECCA SENT AND CALLED ESAU AND HE CAME TO HER, AND SHE SAID UNTO HIM: 'I HAVE A PETITION, MY SON, TO MAKE UNTO THEE, AND DO THOU PROMISE TO DO IT, MY SON.' AND HE SAID: 'I WILL DO EVERYTHING THAT THOU SAY UNTO ME, AND I WILL NOT REFUSE THY PETITION.' AND SHE SAID UNTO HIM: 'I ASK YOU THAT THE DAY I DIE, THOU WILT TAKE ME IN AND BURY ME NEAR SARAH, THY FATHER'S MOTHER, AND THAT THOU AND JACOB WILL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE EACH OTHER AND THAT NEITHER WILL [SEXUALLY] DESIRE EVIL AGAINST THE OTHER, BUT MUTUAL [SEXLESS] LOVE ONLY, AND (SO) YE WILL PROSPER, MY SONS, AND BE HONORED IN THE MIDST OF THE LAND, AND NO ENEMY WILL REJOICE OVER YOU, AND YE WILL BE A BLESSING AND A MERCY IN THE EYES OF ALL THOSE THAT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU.' AND HE SAID: 'I WILL DO ALL THAT THOU HAST TOLD ME, AND I SHALL BURY THEE ON THE DAY THOU DIE NEAR SARAH, MY FATHER'S MOTHER, AS THOU HAST [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THAT HER BONES MAY BE NEAR THY BONES. AND JACOB, MY BROTHER, ALSO, I SHALL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ABOVE ALL FLESH, FOR I HAVE NOT A BROTHER IN ALL THE EARTH BUT HIM ONLY: AND THIS IS NO GREAT MERIT FOR ME IF I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM, FOR HE IS MY BROTHER, AND WE WERE SOWN TOGETHER IN THY BODY, AND TOGETHER CAME WE FORTH FROM THY WOMB, AND IF I DO NOT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE MY BROTHER, WHOM SHALL I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE? AND I, MYSELF, BEG THEE TO EXHORT JACOB CONCERNING ME AND CONCERNING MY SONS, FOR I KNOW THAT HE WILL ASSUREDLY BE KING OVER ME AND MY SONS, FOR ON THE DAY MY FATHER BLESSED HIM HE MADE HIM THE HIGHER AND ME THE LOWER. AND I SWEAR UNTO THEE THAT I SHALL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM, AND NOT [SEXUALLY] DESIRE EVIL AGAINST HIM ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE BUT GOOD ONLY.' AND HE SWORE UNTO HER REGARDING ALL THIS MATTER. AND SHE CALLED JACOB BEFORE THE EYES OF ESAU, AND GAVE HIM COMMANDMENT ACCORDING TO THE WORDS WHICH SHE HAD SPOKEN TO ESAU. AND HE SAID: 'I SHALL DO THY [SEXLESS] PLEASURE; BELIEVE ME THAT NO [SEXUAL] EVIL WILL PROCEED FROM ME OR FROM MY SONS AGAINST ESAU, AND I SHALL BE FIRST IN NAUGHT SAVE IN [SEXLESS] LOVE ONLY.' AND THEY EAT AND DRANK, SHE AND HER SONS THAT NIGHT, AND SHE DIED, THREE JUBILEES AND ONE WEEK AND ONE YEAR OLD, ON THAT NIGHT, AND HER TWO SONS, ESAU AND JACOB, BURIED HER IN THE DOUBLE CAVE NEAR SARAH, THEIR FATHER'S MOTHER. 
KEEP YOURSELVES FROM SEXUALITY & BE BLESSED
AND IN THE SIXTH YEAR OF THIS WEEK ISAAC CALLED HIS TWO SONS ESAU AND JACOB, AND THEY CAME TO HIM, AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: 'MY SONS, I AM GOING THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF MY FATHERS, TO THE ETERNAL HOUSE WHERE MY FATHERS ARE. WHEREFORE BURY ME NEAR ABRAHAM MY FATHER, IN THE DOUBLE CAVE IN THE FIELD OF EPHRON THE HITTITE, WHERE ABRAHAM PURCHASED A SEPULCHER TO BURY IN, IN THE SEPULCHER WHICH I DIGGED FOR MYSELF, THERE BURY ME. AND THIS I COMMAND YOU, MY SONS, THAT YE PRACTICE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND [SEXLESS] UPRIGHTNESS ON THE EARTH, SO THAT THE LORD MAY BRING UPON YOU ALL THAT THE LORD SAID THAT HE WOULD DO TO ABRAHAM AND TO HIS SEED. AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ONE ANOTHER, MY SONS, YOUR BROTHERS AS A MAN WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVES HIS OWN SOUL, AND LET EACH SEEK IN WHAT HE MAY BENEFIT HIS BROTHER, AND ACT TOGETHER ON THE EARTH, AND LET THEM [SEXLESSLY] LOVE EACH OTHER AS THEIR OWN SOULS. AND CONCERNING THE QUESTION OF IDOLS, I COMMAND AND ADMONISH YOU TO REJECT THEM AND HATE THEM, AND [SEXUALLY] LOVE THEM NOT, FOR THEY ARE FULL OF [SEXUAL] DECEPTION FOR THOSE THAT WORSHIP THEM AND FOR THOSE THAT BOW DOWN TO THEM. REMEMBER YE, MY SONS, THE LORD GOD OF ABRAHAM YOUR FATHER, AND HOW I TOO WORSHIPPED HIM AND SERVED HIM IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND IN JOY, THAT HE MIGHT MULTIPLY YOU AND INCREASE YOUR SEED AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN IN MULTITUDE, AND ESTABLISH YOU ON THE EARTH AS THE PLANT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH WILL NOT BE ROOTED OUT UNTO ALL THE GENERATIONS FOR EVER. AND NOW I SHALL MAKE YOU SWEAR A GREAT OATH, FOR THERE IS NO OATH WHICH IS GREATER THAN IT BY THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] GLORIOUS AND HONORED AND GREAT AND SPLENDID AND WONDERFUL AND MIGHTY, WHICH CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH AND ALL THINGS TOGETHER, THAT YE WILL FEAR HIM AND WORSHIP HIM. AND THAT EACH WILL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIS BROTHER WITH [SEXLESS] AFFECTION AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THAT NEITHER WILL [SEXUALLY] DESIRE EVIL AGAINST HIS BROTHER FROM HENCEFORTH FOR EVER ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE SO THAT YE MAY PROSPER IN ALL YOUR [SEXLESS] DEEDS AND NOT BE DESTROYED. AND IF EITHER OF YOU DEVISES [SEXUAL] EVIL AGAINST HIS BROTHER, KNOW THAT FROM HENCEFORTH EVERYONE THAT DEVISES [SEXUAL] EVIL AGAINST HIS BROTHER SHALL FALL INTO HIS HAND, AND SHALL BE ROOTED OUT OF THE LAND OF THE LIVING, AND HIS SEED SHALL BE DESTROYED FROM UNDER HEAVEN. BUT ON THE DAY OF TURBULENCE AND EXECRATION AND INDIGNATION AND ANGER, WITH FLAMING DEVOURING FIRE AS HE BURNT SODOM, SO LIKEWISE WILL HE BURN HIS LAND AND HIS CITY AND ALL THAT IS HIS, AND HE SHALL BE BLOTTED OUT OF THE BOOK OF THE DISCIPLINE OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND NOT BE RECORDED IN THE BOOK OF LIFE, BUT IN THAT WHICH IS APPOINTED TO DESTRUCTION, AND HE SHALL DEPART INTO ETERNAL EXECRATION, SO THAT THEIR [SEXUAL] CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] MAY BE ALWAYS RENEWED IN HATE AND IN EXECRATION AND IN WRATH AND IN TORMENT AND IN INDIGNATION AND IN PLAGUES AND IN DISEASE FOR EVER. I SAY AND TESTIFY TO YOU, MY SONS, ACCORDING TO THE JUDGMENT WHICH SHALL COME UPON THE MAN WHO WISHES TO [SEXUALLY] INJURE HIS BROTHER. AND HE DIVIDED ALL HIS POSSESSIONS BETWEEN THE TWO ON THAT DAY AND HE GAVE THE LARGER PORTION TO HIM THAT WAS THE FIRST-BORN, AND THE TOWER AND ALL THAT WAS ABOUT IT, AND ALL THAT ABRAHAM POSSESSED AT THE WELL OF THE OATH. AND HE SAID: 'THIS LARGER PORTION I WILL GIVE TO THE FIRSTBORN.' AND ESAU SAID, 'I HAVE SOLD TO JACOB AND GIVEN MY BIRTHRIGHT TO JACOB; TO HIM LET IT BE GIVEN, AND I HAVE NOT A SINGLE WORD TO SAY REGARDING IT, FOR IT IS HIS.' AND ISAAC SAID, MAY, A BLESSING REST UPON YOU, MY SONS, AND UPON YOUR SEED THIS DAY, FOR YE HAVE GIVEN ME REST, AND MY HEART IS NOT PAINED CONCERNING THE BIRTHRIGHT, LEST THOU SHOULDEST WORK [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS ON ACCOUNT OF IT. MAY THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] BLESS THE MAN THAT WORKETH [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUSNESS, HIM AND HIS SEED FOR EVER [JAMES 1:12].' AND HE ENDED COMMANDING THEM AND BLESSING THEM, AND THEY EAT AND DRANK TOGETHER BEFORE HIM, AND HE REJOICED BECAUSE THERE WAS ONE MIND BETWEEN THEM, AND THEY WENT FORTH FROM HIM AND RESTED THAT DAY AND SLEPT. AND ISAAC SLEPT ON HIS BED THAT DAY REJOICING, AND HE SLEPT THE ETERNAL SLEEP, AND DIED ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY YEARS OLD. HE COMPLETED TWENTY-FIVE WEEKS AND FIVE YEARS, AND HIS TWO SONS ESAU AND JACOB BURIED HIM. AND ESAU WENT TO THE LAND OF EDOM, TO THE MOUNTAINS OF SEIR, AND DWELT THERE. AND JACOB DWELT IN THE MOUNTAINS OF HEBRON, IN THE TOWER OF THE LAND OF THE SOJOURNING’S OF HIS FATHER ABRAHAM, AND HE [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED THE LORD WITH ALL HIS HEART AND ACCORDING TO THE VISIBLE COMMANDS ACCORDING AS HE HAD DIVIDED THE DAYS OF HIS GENERATIONS. AND LEAH HIS WIFE DIED IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THE SECOND WEEK OF THE FORTY-FIFTH JUBILEE, AND HE BURIED HER IN THE DOUBLE CAVE NEAR REBECCA HIS MOTHER TO THE LEFT OF THE GRAVE OF SARAH, HIS FATHER'S MOTHER AND ALL HER SONS AND HIS SONS CAME TO MOURN OVER LEAH HIS WIFE WITH HIM AND TO COMFORT HIM REGARDING HER, FOR HE WAS LAMENTING HER FOR HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HER EXCEEDINGLY AFTER RACHEL HER SISTER DIED, FOR SHE WAS PERFECT AND UPRIGHT IN ALL HER WAYS AND HONORED JACOB, AND ALL THE DAYS THAT SHE LIVED WITH HIM HE DID NOT HEAR FROM HER MOUTH A HARSH WORD, FOR SHE WAS GENTLE AND PEACEABLE AND UPRIGHT AND HONORABLE. AND HE REMEMBERED ALL HER [SEXLESS] DEEDS WHICH SHE HAD DONE DURING HER LIFE AND HE LAMENTED HER EXCEEDINGLY, FOR HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HER WITH ALL HIS HEART AND WITH ALL HIS SOUL. AND ON THE DAY THAT ISAAC THE FATHER OF JACOB AND ESAU DIED, THE SONS OF ESAU HEARD THAT ISAAC HAD GIVEN THE PORTION OF THE ELDER TO HIS YOUNGER SON JACOB AND THEY WERE VERY ANGRY. AND THEY STROVE WITH THEIR FATHER, SAYING 'WHY HAS THY FATHER GIVEN JACOB THE PORTION OF THE ELDER AND PASSED OVER THEE, ALTHOUGH THOU ART THE ELDER AND JACOB THE YOUNGER?' AND HE SAID UNTO THEM 'BECAUSE I SOLD MY BIRTHRIGHT TO JACOB FOR A SMALL MESS OF LENTILS, AND ON THE DAY MY FATHER SENT ME TO HUNT AND CATCH AND BRING HIM SOMETHING THAT HE SHOULD EAT AND BLESS ME, HE CAME WITH GUILE AND BROUGHT MY FATHER FOOD AND DRINK, AND MY FATHER BLESSED HIM AND PUT ME UNDER HIS HAND. AND NOW OUR FATHER HAS CAUSED US TO SWEAR, ME AND HIM, THAT WE SHALL NOT MUTUALLY DEVISE [SEXUAL] EVIL, EITHER AGAINST HIS BROTHER, AND THAT WE SHALL CONTINUE IN [SEXLESSLY] LOVE AND IN PEACE EACH WITH HIS BROTHER AND NOT MAKE OUR WAYS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT.' AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM, 'WE SHALL NOT HEARKEN UNTO THEE TO MAKE PEACE WITH HIM, FOR OUR STRENGTH IS GREATER THAN HIS STRENGTH, AND WE ARE MORE POWERFUL THAN HE, WE SHALL GO AGAINST HIM AND SLAY HIM, AND DESTROY HIM AND HIS SONS. AND IF THOU WILT NOT GO WITH US, WE SHALL DO HURT TO THEE ALSO. AND NOW HEARKEN UNTO US: LET US SEND TO ARAM AND PHILISTIA AND MOAB AND AMMON, AND LET US CHOOSE FOR OURSELVES CHOSEN MEN WHO ARE ARDENT FOR BATTLE, AND LET US GO AGAINST HIM AND DO BATTLE WITH HIM, AND LET US EXTERMINATE HIM FROM THE EARTH BEFORE HE GROWS STRONG.' AND THEIR FATHER SAID UNTO THEM, 'DO NOT GO AND DO NOT MAKE WAR WITH HIM LEST YE FALL BEFORE HIM.' AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM, 'THIS TOO, IS EXACTLY THY MODE OF ACTION FROM THY YOUTH UNTIL THIS DAY, AND THOU ART PUTTING THY NECK UNDER HIS YOKE. WE SHALL NOT HEARKEN TO THESE WORDS.' AND THEY SENT TO ARAM, AND TO 'ADURAM TO THE FRIEND OF THEIR FATHER, AND THEY HIRED ALONG WITH THEM ONE THOUSAND FIGHTING MEN, CHOSEN MEN OF WAR. AND THERE CAME TO THEM FROM MOAB AND FROM THE CHILDREN OF AMMON, THOSE WHO WERE HIRED, ONE THOUSAND CHOSEN MEN, AND FROM PHILISTIA, ONE THOUSAND CHOSEN MEN OF WAR, AND FROM EDOM AND FROM THE HORITES ONE THOUSAND CHOSEN FIGHTING MEN, AND FROM THE KITTIM MIGHTY MEN OF WAR. AND THEY SAID UNTO THEIR FATHER: GO FORTH WITH THEM AND LEAD THEM, ELSE WE SHALL SLAY THEE.' AND HE WAS FILLED WITH WRATH AND INDIGNATION ON SEEING THAT HIS SONS WERE FORCING HIM TO GO BEFORE (THEM) TO LEAD THEM AGAINST JACOB HIS BROTHER. BUT AFTERWARD HE REMEMBERED ALL THE [SEXUAL] EVIL WHICH LAY HIDDEN IN HIS HEART AGAINST JACOB HIS BROTHER, AND HE REMEMBERED NOT THE OATH WHICH HE HAD SWORN TO HIS FATHER AND TO HIS MOTHER THAT HE WOULD DEVISE NO [SEXUAL] EVIL ALL HIS DAYS AGAINST JACOB HIS BROTHER. AND NOTWITHSTANDING ALL THIS, JACOB KNEW NOT THAT THEY WERE COMING AGAINST HIM TO BATTLE, AND HE WAS MOURNING FOR LEAH, HIS WIFE, UNTIL THEY APPROACHED VERY NEAR TO THE TOWER WITH FOUR THOUSAND WARRIORS AND CHOSEN MEN OF WAR. AND THE MEN OF HEBRON SENT TO HIM SAYING, 'BEHOLD THY BROTHER HAS COME AGAINST THEE, TO FIGHT THEE, WITH FOUR THOUSAND GIRT WITH THE SWORD, AND THEY CARRY SHIELDS AND WEAPONS', FOR THEY [SEXLESSLY] LOVED JACOB MORE THAN ESAU. SO, THEY TOLD HIM, FOR JACOB WAS A MORE LIBERAL AND MERCIFUL MAN THAN ESAU. BUT JACOB WOULD NOT BELIEVE UNTIL THEY CAME VERY NEAR TO THE TOWER. AND HE CLOSED THE GATES OF THE TOWER, AND HE STOOD ON THE BATTLEMENTS AND SPOKE TO HIS BROTHER ESAU AND SAID, 'NOBLE IS THE COMFORT WHEREWITH THOU HAST COME TO COMFORT ME FOR MY WIFE WHO HAS DIED. IS THIS THE OATH THAT THOU DIDST SWEAR TO THY FATHER AND AGAIN TO THY MOTHER BEFORE THEY DIED? THOU HAST BROKEN THE OATH, AND ON THE MOMENT THAT THOU DIDST SWEAR TO THY FATHER WAS THOU CONDEMNED [DAMNED].' AND THEN ESAU ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM, 'NEITHER THE CHILDREN OF MEN NOR THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH HAVE ANY OATH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IN SWEARING THEY HAVE SWORN (AN OATH VALID) FOR EVER, BUT EVERY DAY THEY DEVISE [SEXUAL] EVIL ONE AGAINST ANOTHER, AND HOW EACH MAY SLAY HIS ADVERSARY AND FOE. AND THOU DOST HATE ME AND MY CHILDREN FOR EVER. AND THERE IS NO OBSERVING THE TIE OF BROTHERHOOD WITH THEE. HEAR THESE WORDS WHICH I DECLARE UNTO THEE, IF THE BOAR CAN CHANGE ITS SKIN AND MAKE ITS BRISTLES AS SOFT AS WOOL, OR IF IT CAN CAUSE HORNS TO SPROUT FORTH ON ITS HEAD LIKE THE HORNS OF A STAG OR OF A SHEEP, THEN WILL I OBSERVE THE TIE OF BROTHERHOOD WITH THEE AND IF THE BREASTS SEPARATED THEMSELVES FROM THEIR MOTHER, FOR THOU HAST NOT BEEN A BROTHER TO ME. AND IF THE WOLVES MAKE PEACE WITH THE LAMBS SO AS NOT TO DEVOUR OR DO THEM VIOLENCE, AND IF THEIR HEARTS ARE TOWARDS THEM FOR GOOD, THEN THERE SHALL BE PEACE IN MY HEART TOWARDS THEE AND IF THE LION BECOMES THE FRIEND OF THE OX AND MAKES PEACE WITH HIM AND IF HE IS BOUND UNDER ONE YOKE WITH HIM AND PLOUGHS WITH HIM, THEN WILL I MAKE PEACE WITH THEE. AND WHEN THE RAVEN BECOMES WHITE AS THE RAZA, THEN KNOW THAT I HAVE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED THEE AND SHALL MAKE PEACE WITH THEE THOU SHALT BE ROOTED OUT, AND THY SONS SHALL BE ROOTED OUT, AND THERE SHALL BE NO PEACE FOR THEE' AND WHEN JACOB SAW THAT HE WAS (SO) [SEXUALLY] EVILLY DISPOSED TOWARDS HIM WITH HIS HEART, AND WITH ALL HIS SOUL AS TO SLAY HIM, AND THAT HE HAD COME SPRINGING LIKE THE WILD BOAR WHICH COMES UPON THE SPEAR THAT PIERCES AND KILLS IT, AND RECOILS NOT FROM IT, THEN HE SPOKE TO HIS OWN AND TO HIS SERVANTS THAT THEY SHOULD ATTACK HIM AND ALL HIS COMPANIONS. AND AFTER THAT JUDAH SPOKE TO JACOB, HIS FATHER, AND SAID UNTO HIM: 'BEND THY BOW, FATHER, AND SEND FORTH THY ARROWS AND CAST DOWN THE ADVERSARY AND SLAY THE ENEMY, AND MAYST THOU HAVE THE POWER, FOR WE SHALL NOT SLAY THY BROTHER, FOR HE IS SUCH AS THOU, AND HE IS LIKE THEE LET US GIVE HIM (THIS) HONOR.' THEN JACOB BENT HIS BOW AND SENT FORTH THE ARROW AND STRUCK ESAU, HIS BROTHER (ON HIS RIGHT BREAST) AND SLEW HIM. AND AGAIN, HE SENT FORTH AN ARROW AND STRUCK 'ADORAN THE ARAMAEAN, ON THE LEFT BREAST, AND DROVE HIM BACKWARD AND SLEW HIM. AND THEN WENT FORTH THE SONS OF JACOB, THEY AND THEIR SERVANTS, DIVIDING THEMSELVES INTO COMPANIES ON THE FOUR SIDES OF THE TOWER. AND JUDAH WENT FORTH IN FRONT, AND NAPHTALI AND GAD WITH HIM AND FIFTY SERVANTS WITH HIM ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE TOWER, AND THEY SLEW ALL THEY FOUND BEFORE THEM, AND NOT ONE INDIVIDUAL OF THEM ESCAPED. AND LEVI AND DAN AND ASHER WENT FORTH ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE TOWER, AND FIFTY (MEN) WITH THEM, AND THEY SLEW THE FIGHTING MEN OF MOAB AND AMMON. AND REUBEN AND ISSACHAR AND ZEBULON WENT FORTH ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE TOWER, AND FIFTY MEN WITH THEM, AND THEY SLEW THE FIGHTING MEN OF THE PHILISTINES. AND SIMEON AND BENJAMIN AND ENOCH, REUBEN'S SON, WENT FORTH ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE TOWER, AND FIFTY (MEN) WITH THEM, AND THEY SLEW OF EDOM AND OF THE HORITES FOUR HUNDRED MEN, STOUT WARRIORS, AND SIX HUNDRED FLED, AND FOUR OF THE SONS OF ESAU FLED WITH THEM, AND LEFT THEIR FATHER LYING SLAIN, AS HE HAD FALLEN ON THE HILL WHICH IS IN 'ADURAM. AND THE SONS OF JACOB PURSUED AFTER THEM TO THE MOUNTAINS OF SEIR. AND JACOB BURIED HIS BROTHER ON THE HILL WHICH IS IN 'ADURAM, AND HE RETURNED TO HIS HOUSE. AND THE SONS OF JACOB PRESSED HARD UPON THE SONS OF ESAU IN THE MOUNTAINS OF SEIR, AND BOWED THEIR NECKS SO THAT THEY BECAME SERVANTS OF THE SONS OF JACOB. AND THEY SENT TO THEIR FATHER (TO INQUIRE) WHETHER THEY SHOULD MAKE PEACE WITH THEM OR SLAY THEM. AND JACOB SENT WORD TO HIS SONS THAT THEY SHOULD MAKE PEACE, AND THEY MADE PEACE WITH THEM, AND PLACED THE YOKE OF SERVITUDE UPON THEM, SO THAT THEY PAID TRIBUTE TO JACOB AND TO HIS SONS ALWAYS. AND THEY CONTINUED TO PAY TRIBUTE TO JACOB UNTIL THE DAY THAT HE WENT DOWN INTO EGYPT. AND THE SONS OF EDOM HAVE NOT GOT QUIT OF THE YOKE OF SERVITUDE WHICH THE TWELVE SONS OF JACOB HAD IMPOSED ON THEM UNTIL THIS DAY. AND THESE ARE THE KINGS THAT REIGNED IN EDOM BEFORE THERE REIGNED ANY KING OVER THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL [UNTIL THIS DAY] IN THE LAND OF EDOM. AND BALAQ, THE SON OF BEOR, REIGNED IN EDOM, AND THE NAME OF HIS CITY WAS DANABA. AND BALAQ DIED, AND JOBAB, THE SON OF ZARA OF BOSER, REIGNED IN HIS STEAD. AND JOBAB DIED, AND 'ASAM, OF THE LAND OF TEMAN, REIGNED IN HIS STEAD. AND 'ASAM DIED, AND 'ADATH, THE SON OF BARAD, WHO SLEW MIDIAN IN THE FIELD OF MOAB, REIGNED IN HIS STEAD, AND THE NAME OF HIS CITY WAS AVITH. AND 'ADATH DIED, AND SALMAN, FROM 'AMASEQA, REIGNED IN HIS STEAD. AND SALMAN DIED, AND SAUL OF RA'ABOTH (BY THE) RIVER, REIGNED IN HIS STEAD. AND SAUL DIED, AND BA'ELUNAN, THE SON OF ACHBOR, REIGNED IN HIS STEAD. AND BA'ELUNAN, THE SON OF ACHBOR DIED, AND 'ADATH REIGNED IN HIS STEAD, AND THE NAME OF HIS WIFE WAS MAITABITH, THE DAUGHTER OF MATARAT, THE DAUGHTER OF METABEDZA'AB. THESE ARE THE KINGS WHO REIGNED IN THE LAND OF EDOM. AND JACOB DWELT IN THE LAND OF HIS FATHER'S SOJOURNING’S IN THE LAND OF CANAAN. THESE ARE THE GENERATIONS OF JACOB. 
JOSPEH IS ACCUSED FALSELY BY POTIPHAR’S WIFE & SENT TO PRISON & AFTERWARDS IS ELEVATED TO 2ND IN COMMAND OF ALL EGYPT & ROSE TO AUTHORITY FROM 17 TO 24 YEARS OF AGE
AND JOSEPH WAS SEVENTEEN YEARS OLD WHEN THEY TOOK HIM DOWN INTO THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND POTIPHAR, A EUNUCH OF PHARAOH, THE CHIEF COOK BOUGHT HIM. AND HE SET JOSEPH OVER ALL HIS HOUSE AND THE BLESSING OF THE LORD CAME UPON THE HOUSE OF THE EGYPTIAN ON ACCOUNT OF JOSEPH, AND THE LORD PROSPERED HIM IN ALL THAT HE DID. AND THE EGYPTIAN COMMITTED EVERYTHING INTO THE HANDS OF JOSEPH, FOR HE SAW THAT THE LORD WAS WITH HIM, AND THAT THE LORD PROSPERED HIM IN ALL THAT HE DID. AND JOSEPH'S APPEARANCE WAS COMELY [AND VERY BEAUTIFUL WAS HIS APPEARANCE], AND HIS MASTER'S WIFE LIFTED UP HER EYES AND SAW JOSEPH, AND SHE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM AND BESOUGHT HIM TO LIE WITH HER. BUT HE DID NOT SURRENDER HIS SOUL, AND HE REMEMBERED THE LORD AND THE WORDS WHICH JACOB, HIS FATHER, USED TO READ FROM AMONGST THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF ABRAHAM, THAT NO MAN SHOULD COMMIT FORNICATION WITH A WOMAN WHO HAS A HUSBAND, THAT FOR HIM THE PUNISHMENT OF DEATH HAS BEEN ORDAINED IN THE HEAVENS BEFORE THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], AND THE [SEXUAL] SIN WILL BE RECORDED AGAINST HIM IN THE ETERNAL BOOKS CONTINUALLY BEFORE THE LORD. AND JOSEPH REMEMBERED THESE WORDS AND REFUSED TO LIE WITH HER. AND SHE BESOUGHT HIM FOR A YEAR, BUT HE REFUSED AND WOULD NOT LISTEN. BUT SHE EMBRACED HIM AND HELD HIM FAST IN THE HOUSE IN ORDER TO FORCE HIM TO LIE WITH HER, AND CLOSED THE DOORS OF THE HOUSE AND HELD HIM FAST, BUT HE LEFT HIS GARMENT IN HER HANDS AND BROKE THROUGH THE DOOR AND FLED WITHOUT FROM HER PRESENCE. AND THE WOMAN SAW THAT HE WOULD NOT LIE WITH HER, AND SHE CALUMNIATED HIM IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS LORD, SAYING 'THY HEBREW SERVANT, WHOM THOU [SEXLESSLY] LOVE, SOUGHT TO FORCE ME SO THAT HE MIGHT LIE WITH ME, AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN I LIFTED UP MY VOICE THAT HE FLED AND LEFT HIS GARMENT IN MY HANDS WHEN I HELD HIM, AND HE BRAKE THROUGH THE DOOR [ALL THIS IS A DAMN LIE ON HER PART].' AND THE EGYPTIAN SAW THE GARMENT OF JOSEPH AND THE BROKEN DOOR, AND HEARD THE [SMOOTH] WORDS OF HIS WIFE, AND CAST JOSEPH INTO PRISON INTO THE PLACE WHERE THE PRISONERS WERE KEPT WHOM THE KING IMPRISONED. AND HE WAS THERE IN THE PRISON, AND THE LORD GAVE JOSEPH FAVOR IN THE SIGHT OF THE CHIEF OF THE PRISON GUARDS AND COMPASSION BEFORE HIM, FOR HE SAW THAT THE LORD WAS WITH HIM, AND THAT THE LORD MADE ALL THAT HE DID TO PROSPER. AND HE COMMITTED ALL THINGS INTO HIS HANDS, AND THE CHIEF OF THE PRISON GUARDS KNEW OF NOTHING THAT WAS WITH HIM, FOR JOSEPH DID EVERY THING, AND THE LORD PERFECTED IT. AND HE REMAINED THERE TWO YEARS. AND IN THOSE DAYS PHARAOH, KING OF EGYPT WAS WROTH AGAINST HIS TWO EUNUCHS, AGAINST THE CHIEF BUTLER, AND AGAINST THE CHIEF BAKER, AND HE PUT THEM IN WARD IN THE HOUSE OF THE CHIEF COOK, IN THE PRISON WHERE JOSEPH WAS KEPT. AND THE CHIEF OF THE PRISON GUARDS APPOINTED JOSEPH TO SERVE THEM, AND HE SERVED BEFORE THEM. AND THEY BOTH DREAMED A DREAM, THE CHIEF BUTLER AND THE CHIEF BAKER, AND THEY TOLD IT TO JOSEPH. AND AS HE INTERPRETED TO THEM SO IT BEFELL THEM, AND PHARAOH RESTORED THE CHIEF BUTLER TO HIS OFFICE AND THE (CHIEF) BAKER HE SLEW, AS JOSEPH HAD INTERPRETED TO THEM. BUT THE CHIEF BUTLER FORGOT JOSEPH IN THE PRISON, ALTHOUGH HE HAD INFORMED HIM WHAT WOULD BEFALL HIM, AND DID NOT REMEMBER TO INFORM PHARAOH HOW JOSEPH HAD TOLD HIM, FOR HE FORGOT. AND IN THOSE DAYS PHARAOH DREAMED TWO DREAMS IN ONE NIGHT CONCERNING A FAMINE WHICH WAS TO BE IN ALL THE LAND, AND HE AWOKE FROM HIS SLEEP AND CALLED ALL THE INTERPRETERS OF DREAMS THAT WERE IN EGYPT, AND MAGICIANS, AND TOLD THEM HIS TWO DREAMS, AND THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO DECLARE (THEM). AND THEN THE CHIEF BUTLER REMEMBERED JOSEPH AND SPOKE OF HIM TO THE KING, AND HE BROUGHT HIM FORTH FROM THE PRISON, AND HE TOLD HIS TWO DREAMS BEFORE HIM. AND HE SAID BEFORE PHARAOH THAT HIS TWO DREAMS WERE ONE, AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: 'SEVEN YEARS SHALL COME (IN WHICH THERE SHALL BE) PLENTY OVER ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND AFTER THAT SEVEN YEARS OF FAMINE, SUCH A FAMINE AS HAS NOT BEEN IN ALL THE LAND. AND NOW LET PHARAOH APPOINT OVERSEERS IN ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND LET THEM STORE UP FOOD IN EVERY CITY THROUGHOUT THE DAYS OF THE YEARS OF PLENTY, AND THERE WILL BE FOOD FOR THE SEVEN YEARS OF FAMINE, AND THE LAND WILL NOT PERISH THROUGH THE FAMINE, FOR IT WILL BE VERY SEVERE.' AND THE LORD GAVE JOSEPH FAVOR AND MERCY IN THE EYES OF PHARAOH, AND PHARAOH SAID UNTO HIS SERVANTS. WE SHALL NOT FIND SUCH A WISE AND DISCREET MAN AS THIS MAN, FOR THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS WITH HIM.' AND HE APPOINTED HIM THE SECOND IN ALL HIS KINGDOM AND GAVE HIM AUTHORITY OVER ALL EGYPT, AND CAUSED HIM TO RIDE IN THE SECOND CHARIOT OF PHARAOH. AND HE CLOTHED HIM WITH BYSSUS GARMENTS, AND HE PUT A GOLD CHAIN UPON HIS NECK, AND (A HERALD) PROCLAIMED BEFORE HIM ' 'EL 'EL WA 'ABIRER,' AND PLACED A RING ON HIS HAND AND MADE HIM RULER OVER ALL HIS HOUSE, AND MAGNIFIED HIM, AND SAID UNTO HIM. 'ONLY ON THE THRONE SHALL I BE GREATER THAN THOU.' AND JOSEPH RULED OVER ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND ALL THE PRINCES OF PHARAOH, AND ALL HIS SERVANTS, AND ALL WHO DID THE KING'S BUSINESS [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM, FOR HE WALKED IN UPRIGHTNESS, FOR HE WAS WITHOUT [SEXUAL] PRIDE AND [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE, AND HE HAD NO RESPECT OF PERSONS, AND DID NOT ACCEPT GIFTS, BUT HE JUDGED IN UPRIGHTNESS ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND. AND THE LAND OF EGYPT WAS AT PEACE BEFORE PHARAOH BECAUSE OF JOSEPH, FOR THE LORD WAS WITH HIM, AND GAVE HIM FAVOR AND MERCY FOR ALL HIS GENERATIONS BEFORE ALL THOSE WHO KNEW HIM AND THOSE WHO HEARD CONCERNING HIM, AND PHARAOH'S KINGDOM WAS WELL ORDERED, AND THERE WAS NO SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND NO EVIL [SEXUAL] PERSON (THEREIN). AND THE KING CALLED JOSEPH'S NAME SEPHANTIPHANS, AND GAVE JOSEPH TO WIFE THE DAUGHTER OF POTIPHAR, THE DAUGHTER OF THE PRIEST OF HELIOPOLIS, THE CHIEF COOK. AND ON THE DAY THAT JOSEPH STOOD BEFORE PHARAOH HE WAS THIRTY YEARS OLD [WHEN HE STOOD BEFORE PHARAOH]. AND IN THAT YEAR ISAAC DIED. AND IT CAME TO PASS AS JOSEPH HAD SAID IN THE INTERPRETATION OF HIS TWO DREAMS, ACCORDING AS HE HAD SAID IT, THERE WERE SEVEN YEARS OF PLENTY OVER ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND THE LAND OF EGYPT ABUNDANTLY PRODUCED, ONE MEASURE (PRODUCING) EIGHTEEN HUNDRED MEASURES. AND JOSEPH GATHERED FOOD INTO EVERY CITY UNTIL THEY WERE FULL OF CORN UNTIL THEY COULD NO LONGER COUNT AND MEASURE IT FOR ITS MULTITUDE. AND IN THE FORTY-FIFTH JUBILEE, IN THE SECOND WEEK, (AND) IN THE SECOND YEAR, JUDAH TOOK FOR HIS FIRST-BORN ER, A WIFE FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF ARAM, NAMED TAMAR. BUT HE HATED, AND DID NOT LIE WITH HER, BECAUSE HIS MOTHER WAS OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN, AND HE WISHED TO TAKE HIM A WIFE OF THE KINSFOLK OF HIS MOTHER, BUT JUDAH, HIS FATHER, WOULD NOT PERMIT HIM. AND THIS ER, THE FIRST-BORN OF JUDAH, WAS [SEXUALLY] WICKED, AND THE LORD SLEW HIM. AND JUDAH SAID UNTO ONAN, HIS BROTHER 'GO IN UNTO THY BROTHER'S WIFE AND PERFORM THE DUTY OF A HUSBAND'S BROTHER UNTO HER, AND RAISE UP SEED UNTO THY BROTHER.' AND ONAN KNEW THAT THE SEED WOULD NOT BE HIS, (BUT) HIS BROTHER'S ONLY, AND HE WENT INTO THE HOUSE OF HIS BROTHER'S WIFE, AND SPILT THE SEED ON THE GROUND, AND HE WAS [SEXUALLY] WICKED IN THE EYES OF THE LORD, AND HE SLEW HIM. AND JUDAH SAID UNTO TAMAR, HIS DAUGHTER-IN-LAW: 'REMAIN IN THY FATHER'S HOUSE AS A WIDOW TILL SHELAH MY SON BE GROWN UP, AND I SHALL GIVE THEE TO HIM TO WIFE.' AND HE GREW UP, BUT BEDSU'EL, THE WIFE OF JUDAH, DID NOT PERMIT HER SON SHELAH TO MARRY. AND BEDSU'EL, THE WIFE OF JUDAH, DIED IN THE FIFTH YEAR OF THIS WEEK. AND IN THE SIXTH YEAR JUDAH WENT UP TO SHEAR HIS SHEEP AT TIMNAH. AND THEY TOLD TAMAR: 'BEHOLD THY FATHER-IN-LAW GOES UP TO TIMNAH TO SHEAR HIS SHEEP.' AND SHE PUT OFF HER WIDOW'S CLOTHES, AND PUT ON A VEIL, AND ADORNED HERSELF, AND SAT IN THE GATE ADJOINING THE WAY TO TIMNAH. AND AS JUDAH WAS GOING ALONG, HE FOUND HER, AND THOUGHT HER TO BE A HARLOT, AND HE SAID UNTO HER: 'LET ME COME IN UNTO THEE'; AND SHE SAID UNTO HIM COME IN,' AND HE WENT IN. AND SHE SAID UNTO HIM: 'GIVE ME MY HIRE', AND HE SAID UNTO HER: 'I HAVE NOTHING IN MY HAND SAVE MY RING THAT IS ON MY FINGER, AND MY NECKLACE, AND MY STAFF WHICH IS IN MY HAND.' AND SHE SAID UNTO HIM 'GIVE THEM TO ME UNTIL THOU DOST SEND ME MY HIRE', AND HE SAID UNTO HER: 'I WILL SEND UNTO THEE A KID OF THE GOATS', AND HE GAVE THEM TO HER, AND HE WENT IN UNTO HER, AND SHE CONCEIVED BY HIM. AND JUDAH WENT UNTO HIS SHEEP, AND SHE WENT TO HER FATHER'S HOUSE. AND JUDAH SENT A KID OF THE GOATS BY THE HAND OF HIS SHEPHERD, AN ADULLAMITE, AND HE FOUND HER NOT, AND HE ASKED THE PEOPLE OF THE PLACE, SAYING: 'WHERE IS THE HARLOT WHO WAS HERE?' AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM; 'THERE IS NO HARLOT HERE WITH US.' AND HE RETURNED AND INFORMED HIM, AND SAID UNTO HIM THAT HE HAD NOT FOUND HER: 'I ASKED THE PEOPLE OF THE PLACE, AND THEY SAID UNTO ME: "THERE IS NO HARLOT HERE."' AND HE SAID: 'LET HER KEEP (THEM) LEST WE BECOME A [SEXUAL] CAUSE OF DERISION.' AND WHEN SHE HAD COMPLETED THREE MONTHS, IT WAS MANIFEST THAT SHE WAS WITH CHILD, AND THEY TOLD JUDAH, SAYING: 'BEHOLD TAMAR, THY DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, IS WITH CHILD BY WHOREDOM.' AND JUDAH WENT TO THE HOUSE OF HER FATHER, AND SAID UNTO HER FATHER AND HER BROTHERS: 'BRING HER FORTH, AND LET THEM BURN HER, FOR SHE HATH WROUGHT [SEXUAL] UNCLEANNESS IN ISRAEL.' AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THEY BROUGHT HER FORTH TO BURN HER THAT SHE SENT TO HER FATHER-IN-LAW THE RING AND THE NECKLACE, AND THE STAFF, SAYING: 'DISCERN WHOSE ARE THESE, FOR BY HIM AM I WITH CHILD.' AND JUDAH ACKNOWLEDGED, AND SAID: 'TAMAR IS MORE RIGHTEOUS THAN I AM. AND THEREFORE, LET THEM BURN HER NOT' AND FOR THAT REASON SHE WAS NOT GIVEN TO SHELAH, AND HE DID NOT AGAIN APPROACH HER. AND AFTER THAT SHE BARE TWO SONS, PEREZ AND ZERAH, IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THIS SECOND WEEK. AND THEREUPON THE SEVEN YEARS OF FRUITFULNESS WERE ACCOMPLISHED, OF WHICH JOSEPH SPOKE TO PHARAOH. AND JUDAH ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE [SEXUAL] DEED WHICH HE HAD DONE WAS EVIL, FOR HE HAD LAIN WITH HIS DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, AND HE ESTEEMED IT HATEFUL IN HIS EYES, AND HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE HAD TRANSGRESSED AND GONE ASTRAY, FOR HE HAD UNCOVERED THE SKIRT OF HIS SON, AND HE BEGAN TO LAMENT AND TO SUPPLICATE BEFORE THE LORD BECAUSE OF HIS TRANSGRESSION. AND WE TOLD HIM IN A DREAM THAT IT WAS FORGIVEN [THE SEX CAN ONLY BE RELEASED SINCE IT IS INCURABLE IN NATURE] HIM BECAUSE HE SUPPLICATED EARNESTLY, AND LAMENTED, AND DID NOT AGAIN COMMIT IT. AND HE RECEIVED FORGIVENESS BECAUSE HE TURNED FROM HIS [SEXUAL] SIN AND FROM HIS [STUPID] IGNORANCE, FOR HE TRANSGRESSED GREATLY BEFORE OUR GOD, AND EVERY ONE THAT ACTS THUS, EVERY ONE WHO LIES WITH HIS MOTHER-IN-LAW, LET THEM BURN HIM WITH FIRE THAT HE MAY BURN THEREIN, FOR THERE IS [SEXUAL] UNCLEANNESS AND [SEXUAL] POLLUTION UPON THEM, WITH FIRE LET THEM BURN THEM. AND DO THOU COMMAND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT THERE BE NO [SEXUAL] UNCLEANNESS AMONGST THEM, FOR EVERY ONE WHO LIES WITH HIS DAUGHTER-IN-LAW OR WITH HIS MOTHER-IN-LAW HATH WROUGHT [SEXUAL] UNCLEANNESS, WITH FIRE LET THEM BURN THE MAN WHO HAS LAIN WITH HER, AND LIKEWISE THE WOMAN, AND HE WILL TURN AWAY WRATH AND [SEXLESS] PUNISHMENT FROM ISRAEL. AND UNTO JUDAH WE SAID THAT HIS TWO SONS HAD NOT LAIN WITH HER, AND FOR THIS REASON HIS SEED WAS STABLISHED FOR A SECOND GENERATION, AND WOULD NOT BE ROOTED OUT. FOR IN SINGLENESS OF EYE HE HAD GONE AND SOUGHT FOR PUNISHMENT, NAMELY, ACCORDING TO THE JUDGMENT OF ABRAHAM, WHICH HE HAD COMMANDED HIS SONS, JUDAH HAD SOUGHT TO BURN HER WITH FIRE. AND IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE THIRD WEEK OF THE FORTY-FIFTH JUBILEE THE FAMINE BEGAN TO COME INTO THE LAND, AND THE RAIN REFUSED TO BE GIVEN TO THE EARTH, FOR NONE WHATEVER FELL. AND THE EARTH GREW BARREN, BUT IN THE LAND OF EGYPT THERE WAS FOOD, FOR JOSEPH HAD GATHERED THE SEED OF THE LAND IN THE SEVEN YEARS OF PLENTY AND HAD PRESERVED IT. AND THE EGYPTIANS CAME TO JOSEPH THAT HE MIGHT GIVE THEM FOOD, AND HE OPENED THE STORE-HOUSES WHERE WAS THE GRAIN OF THE FIRST YEAR, AND HE SOLD IT TO THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND FOR GOLD. <NOW THE FAMINE WAS VERY SORE IN THE LAND OF CANAAN>, AND JACOB HEARD THAT THERE WAS FOOD IN EGYPT, AND HE SENT HIS TEN SONS THAT THEY SHOULD PROCURE FOOD FOR HIM IN EGYPT, BUT BENJAMIN HE DID NOT SEND, AND <THE TEN SONS OF JACOB> ARRIVED <IN EGYPT> AMONG THOSE THAT WENT (THERE). AND JOSEPH RECOGNIZED THEM, BUT THEY DID NOT RECOGNIZE HIM, AND HE SPOKE UNTO THEM AND QUESTIONED THEM, AND HE SAID UNTO THEM; 'ARE YE NOT SPIES AND HAVE YE NOT COME TO EXPLORE THE APPROACHES OF THE LAND? 'AND HE PUT THEM IN WARD. AND AFTER THAT HE SET THEM FREE AGAIN, AND DETAINED SIMEON ALONE AND SENT OFF HIS NINE BROTHERS. AND HE FILLED THEIR SACKS WITH CORN, AND HE PUT THEIR GOLD IN THEIR SACKS, AND THEY DID NOT KNOW. AND HE COMMANDED THEM TO BRING THEIR YOUNGER BROTHER, FOR THEY HAD TOLD HIM THEIR FATHER WAS LIVING AND THEIR YOUNGER BROTHER. AND THEY WENT UP FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT AND THEY CAME TO THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND THEY TOLD THEIR FATHER ALL THAT HAD BEFALLEN THEM, AND HOW THE LORD OF THE COUNTRY HAD SPOKEN ROUGHLY TO THEM, AND HAD SEIZED SIMEON TILL THEY SHOULD BRING BENJAMIN. AND JACOB SAID: 'ME HAVE YE BEREAVED OF MY CHILDREN! JOSEPH IS NOT AND SIMEON ALSO IS NOT, AND YE WILL TAKE BENJAMIN AWAY. ON ME HAS YOUR [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS COME. 'AND HE SAID: 'MY SON WILL NOT GO DOWN WITH YOU LEST PERCHANCE HE, FALL SICK, FOR THEIR MOTHER GAVE BIRTH TO TWO SONS, AND ONE HAS PERISHED, AND THIS ONE ALSO YE WILL TAKE FROM ME. IF PERCHANCE HE TOOK A FEVER ON THE ROAD, YE WOULD BRING DOWN MY OLD AGE WITH SORROW UNTO DEATH.' FOR HE SAW THAT THEIR MONEY HAD BEEN RETURNED TO EVERY MAN IN HIS SACK, AND FOR THIS REASON HE FEARED TO SEND HIM. AND THE FAMINE INCREASED AND BECAME SORE IN THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND IN ALL LANDS SAVE IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, FOR MANY OF THE CHILDREN OF THE EGYPTIANS HAD STORED UP THEIR SEED FOR FOOD FROM THE TIME WHEN THEY SAW JOSEPH GATHERING SEED TOGETHER AND PUTTING IT IN STOREHOUSES AND PRESERVING IT FOR THE YEARS OF FAMINE. AND THE PEOPLE OF EGYPT FED THEMSELVES THEREON DURING THE FIRST YEAR OF THEIR FAMINE. BUT WHEN ISRAEL SAW THAT THE FAMINE WAS VERY SORE IN THE LAND, AND THAT THERE WAS NO DELIVERANCE, HE SAID UNTO HIS SONS: 'GO AGAIN, AND PROCURE FOOD FOR US THAT WE DIE NOT.' AND THEY SAID: 'WE SHALL NOT GO, UNLESS OUR YOUNGEST BROTHER, GO WITH US, WE SHALL NOT GO.' AND ISRAEL SAW THAT IF HE DID NOT SEND HIM WITH THEM, THEY SHOULD ALL PERISH BY REASON OF THE FAMINE AND REUBEN SAID: 'GIVE HIM INTO MY HAND, AND IF I DO NOT BRING HIM BACK TO THEE, SLAY MY TWO SONS INSTEAD OF HIS SOUL.' AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: 'HE SHALL NOT GO WITH THEE.' AND JUDAH CAME NEAR AND SAID: 'SEND HIM WITH ME, AND IF I DO NOT BRING HIM BACK TO THEE, LET ME BEAR THE BLAME BEFORE THEE ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE.' AND HE SENT HIM WITH THEM IN THE SECOND YEAR OF THIS WEEK ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH, AND THEY CAME TO THE LAND OF EGYPT WITH ALL THOSE WHO WENT, AND (THEY HAD) PRESENTS IN THEIR HANDS, STACTE AND ALMONDS AND TEREBINTH NUTS AND PURE HONEY. AND THEY WENT AND STOOD BEFORE JOSEPH, AND HE SAW BENJAMIN HIS BROTHER, AND HE KNEW HIM, AND SAID UNTO THEM: IS THIS YOUR YOUNGEST BROTHER?' AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM: 'IT IS HE.' AND HE SAID THE LORD BE GRACIOUS TO THEE, MY SON!' AND HE SENT HIM INTO HIS HOUSE AND HE BROUGHT FORTH SIMEON UNTO THEM AND HE MADE A FEAST FOR THEM, AND THEY PRESENTED TO HIM THE GIFT WHICH THEY HAD BROUGHT IN THEIR HANDS. AND THEY EAT BEFORE HIM AND HE GAVE THEM ALL A PORTION, BUT THE PORTION OF BENJAMIN WAS SEVEN TIMES LARGER THAN THAT OF ANY OF THEIRS. AND THEY EAT AND DRANK AND AROSE AND REMAINED WITH THEIR ASSES. AND JOSEPH DEVISED A PLAN WHEREBY HE MIGHT LEARN THEIR THOUGHTS AS TO WHETHER THOUGHTS OF PEACE PREVAILED AMONGST THEM, AND HE SAID TO THE STEWARD WHO WAS OVER HIS HOUSE: 'FILL ALL THEIR SACKS WITH FOOD, AND RETURN THEIR MONEY UNTO THEM INTO THEIR VESSELS, AND MY CUP, THE SILVER CUP OUT OF WHICH I DRINK, PUT IT IN THE SACK OF THE YOUNGEST, AND SEND THEM AWAY.' AND HE DID AS JOSEPH HAD TOLD HIM, AND FILLED ALL THEIR SACKS FOR THEM WITH FOOD AND PUT THEIR MONEY IN THEIR SACKS, AND PUT THE CUP IN BENJAMIN'S SACK. AND EARLY IN THE MORNING THEY DEPARTED, AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT, WHEN THEY HAD GONE FROM THENCE, JOSEPH SAID UNTO THE STEWARD OF HIS HOUSE: 'PURSUE THEM, RUN AND SEIZE THEM, SAYING, "FOR GOOD YE HAVE REQUITED ME WITH [SEXUAL] EVIL, YOU HAVE STOLEN FROM ME THE SILVER CUP OUT OF WHICH MY LORD DRINKS." AND BRING BACK TO ME THEIR YOUNGEST BROTHER, AND FETCH (HIM) QUICKLY BEFORE I GO FORTH TO MY SEAT OF JUDGMENT.' AND HE RAN AFTER THEM AND SAID UNTO THEM ACCORDING TO THESE WORDS. AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM: 'GOD FORBID THAT THY SERVANTS SHOULD DO THIS THING, AND STEAL FROM THE HOUSE OF THY LORD ANY UTENSIL, AND THE MONEY ALSO WHICH WE FOUND IN OUR SACKS THE FIRST TIME, WE THY SERVANTS BROUGHT BACK FROM THE LAND OF CANAAN. HOW THEN SHOULD WE STEAL ANY UTENSIL? BEHOLD HERE ARE WE AND OUR SACKS SEARCH, AND WHEREVER THOU FIND THE CUP IN THE SACK OF ANY MAN AMONGST US, LET HIM BE SLAIN, AND WE AND OUR ASSES WILL SERVE THY LORD.' AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: 'NOT SO, THE MAN WITH WHOM I FIND, HIM ONLY SHALL I TAKE AS A SERVANT, AND YE SHALL RETURN IN PEACE UNTO YOUR HOUSE.' AND AS HE WAS SEARCHING IN THEIR VESSELS, BEGINNING WITH THE ELDEST AND ENDING WITH THE YOUNGEST, IT WAS FOUND IN BENJAMIN'S SACK. AND THEY RENT THEIR GARMENTS, AND LADED THEIR ASSES, AND RETURNED TO THE CITY AND CAME TO THE HOUSE OF JOSEPH, AND THEY ALL BOWED THEMSELVES ON THEIR FACES TO THE GROUND BEFORE HIM. AND JOSEPH SAID UNTO THEM: 'YE HAVE DONE [SEXUAL] EVIL.' AND THEY SAID: 'WHAT SHALL WE SAY AND HOW SHALL WE DEFEND OURSELVES? OUR LORD HATH DISCOVERED THE TRANSGRESSION OF HIS SERVANTS, BEHOLD WE ARE THE SERVANTS OF OUR LORD, AND OUR ASSES ALSO. 'AND JOSEPH SAID UNTO THEM: 'I TOO FEAR THE LORD; AS FOR YOU, GO YE TO YOUR HOMES AND LET YOUR BROTHER BE MY SERVANT, FOR YE HAVE DONE [SEXUAL] EVIL. KNOW YE NOT THAT A MAN DELIGHTS IN HIS CUP AS I WITH THIS CUP? AND YET YE HAVE STOLEN IT FROM ME.' AND JUDAH SAID: 'O MY LORD, LET THY SERVANT, I PRAY THEE, SPEAK A WORD IN MY LORD’S EAR TWO BROTHERS DID THY SERVANT'S MOTHER BEAR TO OUR FATHER: ONE WENT AWAY AND WAS LOST, AND HATH NOT BEEN FOUND, AND HE ALONE IS LEFT OF HIS MOTHER, AND THY SERVANT OUR FATHER [SEXUALLY] LOVES HIM, AND HIS LIFE ALSO IS BOUND UP WITH THE LIFE OF THIS (LAD). AND IT WILL COME TO PASS, WHEN WE GO TO THY SERVANT OUR FATHER, AND THE LAD IS NOT WITH US, THAT HE WILL DIE, AND WE SHALL BRING DOWN OUR FATHER WITH SORROW UNTO DEATH. NOW RATHER LET ME, THY SERVANT, ABIDE INSTEAD OF THE BOY AS A BONDSMAN UNTO MY LORD, AND LET THE LAD GO WITH HIS BRETHREN, FOR I BECAME SURETY FOR HIM AT THE HAND OF THY SERVANT OUR FATHER, AND IF I DO NOT BRING HIM BACK, THY SERVANT WILL HEAR THE BLAME TO OUR FATHER FOR EVER.' AND JOSEPH SAW THAT THEY WERE ALL ACCORDANT IN GOODNESS ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND HE COULD NOT REFRAIN HIMSELF, AND HE TOLD THEM THAT HE WAS JOSEPH. AND HE CONVERSED WITH THEM IN THE HEBREW TONGUE AND FELL ON THEIR NECK AND WEPT. BUT THEY KNEW HIM NOT AND THEY BEGAN TO WEEP. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: 'WEEP NOT OVER ME, BUT HASTEN AND BRING MY FATHER TO ME, AND YE SEE THAT IT IS MY MOUTH THAT SPEAK AND THE EYES OF MY BROTHER BENJAMIN SEE. FOR BEHOLD THIS IS THE SECOND YEAR OF THE FAMINE, AND THERE ARE STILL FIVE YEARS WITHOUT HARVEST OR FRUIT OF TREES OR PLOUGHING. COME DOWN QUICKLY YE AND YOUR HOUSEHOLDS, SO THAT YE PERISH NOT THROUGH THE FAMINE, AND DO NOT BE GRIEVED FOR YOUR POSSESSIONS, FOR THE LORD SENT ME BEFORE YOU TO SET THINGS IN ORDER THAT MANY PEOPLE MIGHT LIVE. AND TELL MY FATHER THAT I AM STILL ALIVE, AND YE, BEHOLD, YE SEE THAT THE LORD HAS MADE ME AS A FATHER TO PHARAOH, AND RULER OVER HIS HOUSE AND OVER ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT. AND TELL MY FATHER OF ALL MY GLORY, AND ALL THE RICHES AND GLORY THAT THE LORD HATH GIVEN ME.' AND BY THE COMMAND OF THE MOUTH OF PHARAOH HE GAVE THEM CHARIOTS AND PROVISIONS FOR THE WAY, AND HE GAVE THEM ALL MANY-COLORED RAIMENT AND SILVER. AND TO THEIR FATHER HE SENT RAIMENT AND SILVER AND TEN ASSES WHICH CARRIED CORN, AND HE SENT THEM AWAY. AND THEY WENT UP AND TOLD THEIR FATHER THAT JOSEPH WAS ALIVE, AND WAS MEASURING OUT CORN TO ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH, AND THAT HE WAS RULER OVER ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT. AND THEIR FATHER DID NOT BELIEVE IT, FOR HE WAS BESIDE HIMSELF IN HIS MIND, BUT WHEN HE SAW THE WAGONS WHICH JOSEPH HAD SENT, THE LIFE OF HIS SPIRIT REVIVED, AND HE SAID: 'IT IS ENOUGH FOR ME IF JOSEPH LIVES, I WILL GO DOWN AND SEE HIM BEFORE I DIE.' AND ISRAEL TOOK HIS JOURNEY FROM HARAN FROM HIS HOUSE ON THE NEW MOON OF THE THIRD MONTH, AND HE WENT ON THE WAY OF THE WELL OF THE OATH, AND HE OFFERED A SACRIFICE TO THE GOD OF HIS FATHER ISAAC ON THE SEVENTH OF THIS MONTH. AND JACOB REMEMBERED THE DREAM THAT HE HAD SEEN AT BETHEL, AND HE FEARED TO GO DOWN INTO EGYPT. AND WHILE HE WAS THINKING OF SENDING WORD TO JOSEPH TO COME TO HIM, AND THAT HE WOULD NOT GO DOWN, HE REMAINED THERE SEVEN DAYS, IF PERCHANCE HE COULD SEE A VISION AS TO WHETHER HE SHOULD REMAIN OR GO DOWN. AND HE CELEBRATED THE HARVEST FESTIVAL OF THE FIRST-FRUITS WITH OLD GRAIN, FOR IN ALL THE LAND OF CANAAN THERE WAS NOT A HANDFUL OF SEED [IN THE LAND], FOR THE FAMINE WAS OVER ALL THE BEASTS AND CATTLE AND BIRDS, AND ALSO OVER MAN. AND ON THE SIXTEENTH THE LORD APPEARED UNTO HIM, AND SAID UNTO HIM, 'JACOB, JACOB'; AND HE SAID, 'HERE AM I.' AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: 'I AM THE GOD OF THY FATHERS, THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC, FEAR NOT TO GO DOWN INTO EGYPT, FOR I WILL THERE MAKE OF THEE A GREAT NATION I WILL GO DOWN WITH THEE, AND I WILL BRING THEE UP (AGAIN), AND IN THIS LAND SHALT THOU BE BURIED, AND JOSEPH SHALL PUT HIS HANDS UPON THY EYES. FEAR NOT, GO DOWN INTO EGYPT.' AND HIS SONS ROSE UP, AND HIS SONS' SONS, AND THEY PLACED THEIR FATHER AND THEIR POSSESSIONS UPON WAGONS. AND ISRAEL ROSE UP FROM THE WELL OF THE OATH ON THE SIXTEENTH OF THIS THIRD MONTH, AND HE WENT TO THE LAND OF EGYPT. AND ISRAEL SENT JUDAH BEFORE HIM TO HIS SON JOSEPH TO EXAMINE THE LAND OF GOSHEN, FOR JOSEPH HAD TOLD HIS BROTHERS THAT THEY SHOULD COME AND DWELL THERE THAT THEY MIGHT BE NEAR HIM. AND THIS WAS THE GOODLIEST (LAND) IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND NEAR TO HIM, FOR ALL (OF THEM) AND ALSO FOR THE CATTLE. AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE SONS OF JACOB WHO WENT INTO EGYPT WITH JACOB THEIR FATHER. REUBEN, THE FIRST-BORN OF ISRAEL, AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF HIS SONS ENOCH, AND PALLU, AND HEZRON AND CARMI-FIVE. SIMEON AND HIS SONS; AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF HIS SONS: JEMUEL, AND JAMIN, AND OHAD, AND JACHIN, AND ZOHAR, AND SHAUL, THE SON OF THE ZEPHATHITE WOMAN-SEVEN. LEVI AND HIS SONS, AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF HIS SONS: GERSHON, AND KOHATH, AND MERARI-FOUR. JUDAH AND HIS SONS, AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF HIS SONS: SHELA, AND PEREZ, AND ZERAH-FOUR. ISSACHAR AND HIS SONS, AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF HIS SONS: TOLA, AND PHUA, AND JASUB, AND SHIMRON-FIVE. ZEBULON AND HIS SONS, AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF HIS SONS: SERED, AND ELON, AND JAHLEEL-FOUR. AND THESE ARE THE SONS OF JACOB AND THEIR SONS WHOM LEAH BORE TO JACOB IN MESOPOTAMIA, SIX, AND THEIR ONE SISTER, DINAH AND ALL THE SOULS OF THE SONS OF LEAH, AND THEIR SONS, WHO WENT WITH JACOB THEIR FATHER INTO EGYPT, WERE TWENTY-NINE, AND JACOB THEIR FATHER BEING WITH THEM, THEY WERE THIRTY. AND THE SONS OF ZILPAH, LEAH'S HANDMAID, THE WIFE OF JACOB, WHO BORE UNTO JACOB GAD AND ASHUR. AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THEIR SONS WHO WENT WITH HIM INTO EGYPT. THE SONS OF GAD: ZIPHION, AND HAGGI, AND SHUNI, AND EZBON, <AND ERI>, AND ARELI, AND ARODI-EIGHT. AND THE SONS OF ASHER: IMNAH, AND ISHVAH, <AND ISHVI>, AND BERIAH, AND SERAH, THEIR ONE SISTER-SIX. ALL THE SOULS WERE FOURTEEN, AND ALL THOSE OF LEAH WERE FORTY-FOUR. AND THE SONS OF RACHEL, THE WIFE OF JACOB: JOSEPH AND BENJAMIN. AND THERE WERE BORN TO JOSEPH IN EGYPT BEFORE HIS FATHER CAME INTO EGYPT, THOSE WHOM ASENATH, DAUGHTER OF POTIPHAR, PRIEST OF HELIOPOLIS, BARE UNTO HIM, MANASSEH, AND EPHRAIM-THREE. AND THE SONS OF BENJAMIN: BELA AND BECHER AND ASHBEL, GERA, AND NAAMAN, AND EHI, AND ROSH, AND MUPPIM, AND HUPPIM, AND ARD-ELEVEN. AND ALL THE SOULS OF RACHEL WERE FOURTEEN. AND THE SONS OF BILHAH, THE HANDMAID OF RACHEL, THE WIFE OF JACOB, WHOM SHE, BARE TO JACOB, WERE DAN AND NAPHTALI. AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THEIR SONS WHO WENT WITH THEM INTO EGYPT. AND THE SONS OF DAN WERE HUSHIM, AND SAMON, AND ASUDI. AND 'IJAKA, AND SALOMON-SIX. AND THEY DIED THE YEAR IN WHICH THEY ENTERED INTO EGYPT, AND THERE WAS LEFT TO DAN HUSHIM ALONE. AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE SONS OF NAPHTALI JAHZIEL, AND GUNI AND JEZER, AND SHALLUM, AND 'IV. AND 'IV, WHO WAS BORN AFTER THE YEARS OF FAMINE, DIED IN EGYPT. AND ALL THE SOULS OF RACHEL WERE TWENTY-SIX. AND ALL THE SOULS OF JACOB WHICH WENT INTO EGYPT WERE SEVENTY SOULS. THESE ARE HIS CHILDREN AND HIS CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, IN ALL SEVENTY, BUT FIVE DIED IN EGYPT BEFORE JOSEPH, AND HAD NO CHILDREN. AND IN THE LAND OF CANAAN TWO SONS OF JUDAH DIED, ER AND ONAN, AND THEY HAD NO CHILDREN, AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL BURIED THOSE WHO PERISHED, AND THEY WERE RECKONED AMONG THE SEVENTY GENTILE NATIONS. AND ISRAEL WENT INTO THE COUNTRY OF EGYPT, INTO THE LAND OF GOSHEN, ON THE NEW MOON OF THE FOURTH MONTH, IN THE SECOND YEAR OF THE THIRD WEEK OF THE FORTY-FIFTH JUBILEE. AND JOSEPH WENT TO MEET HIS FATHER JACOB, TO THE LAND OF GOSHEN, AND HE FELL ON HIS FATHER'S NECK AND WEPT. AND ISRAEL SAID UNTO JOSEPH: 'NOW LET ME DIE SINCE I HAVE SEEN THEE, AND NOW MAY THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL BE BLESSED THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND THE GOD OF ISAAC WHO HATH NOT WITHHELD HIS MERCY AND HIS GRACE FROM HIS SERVANT JACOB. IT IS ENOUGH FOR ME THAT I HAVE SEEN THY FACE WHILST I AM YET ALIVE, YEA, TRUE IS THE VISION WHICH I SAW AT BETHEL. BLESSED BE THE LORD MY GOD FOR EVER AND EVER, AND BLESSED BE HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH].' AND JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS EAT BREAD BEFORE THEIR FATHER AND DRANK WINE, AND JACOB REJOICED WITH EXCEEDING GREAT JOY BECAUSE HE SAW JOSEPH EATING WITH HIS BROTHERS AND DRINKING BEFORE HIM, AND HE BLESSED THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL THINGS WHO HAD PRESERVED HIM, AND HAD PRESERVED FOR HIM HIS TWELVE SONS. AND JOSEPH HAD GIVEN TO HIS FATHER AND TO HIS BROTHERS AS A GIFT THE RIGHT OF DWELLING IN THE LAND OF GOSHEN AND IN RAMESES AND ALL THE REGION ROUND ABOUT, WHICH HE RULED OVER BEFORE PHARAOH. AND ISRAEL AND HIS SONS DWELT IN THE LAND OF GOSHEN, THE BEST PART OF THE LAND OF EGYPT AND ISRAEL WAS ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS OLD WHEN HE CAME INTO EGYPT. AND JOSEPH NOURISHED HIS FATHER AND HIS BRETHREN AND ALSO THEIR POSSESSIONS WITH BREAD AS MUCH AS SUFFICED THEM FOR THE SEVEN YEARS OF THE FAMINE. AND THE LAND OF EGYPT SUFFERED BY REASON OF THE FAMINE, AND JOSEPH ACQUIRED ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT FOR PHARAOH IN RETURN FOR FOOD, AND HE GOT POSSESSION OF THE PEOPLE AND THEIR CATTLE AND EVERYTHING FOR PHARAOH. AND THE YEARS OF THE FAMINE WERE ACCOMPLISHED, AND JOSEPH GAVE TO THE PEOPLE IN THE LAND SEED AND FOOD THAT THEY MIGHT SOW (THE LAND) IN THE EIGHTH YEAR, FOR THE RIVER HAD OVERFLOWED ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT. FOR IN THE SEVEN YEARS OF THE FAMINE IT HAD (NOT) OVERFLOWED AND HAD IRRIGATED ONLY A FEW PLACES ON THE BANKS OF THE RIVER, BUT NOW IT OVERFLOWED AND THE EGYPTIANS SOWED THE LAND, AND IT BORE MUCH CORN THAT YEAR. AND THIS WAS THE FIRST YEAR OF THE FOURTH WEEK OF THE FORTY-FIFTH JUBILEE. AND JOSEPH TOOK OF THE CORN OF THE HARVEST THE FIFTH PART FOR THE KING AND LEFT FOUR PARTS FOR THEM FOR FOOD AND FOR SEED, AND JOSEPH MADE IT AN ORDINANCE FOR THE LAND OF EGYPT UNTIL THIS DAY. AND ISRAEL LIVED IN THE LAND OF EGYPT SEVENTEEN YEARS, AND ALL THE DAYS WHICH HE LIVED WERE THREE JUBILEES, ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-SEVEN YEARS, AND HE DIED IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THE FIFTH WEEK OF THE FORTY-FIFTH JUBILEE. AND ISRAEL BLESSED HIS SONS BEFORE HE DIED AND TOLD THEM EVERYTHING THAT WOULD BEFALL THEM IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND HE MADE KNOWN TO THEM WHAT WOULD COME UPON THEM IN THE LAST DAYS, AND BLESSED THEM AND GAVE TO JOSEPH TWO PORTIONS IN THE LAND. AND HE SLEPT WITH HIS FATHERS, AND HE WAS BURIED IN THE DOUBLE CAVE IN THE LAND OF CANAAN, NEAR ABRAHAM HIS FATHER IN THE GRAVE WHICH HE DUG FOR HIMSELF IN THE DOUBLE CAVE IN THE LAND OF HEBRON. AND HE GAVE ALL HIS BOOKS AND THE BOOKS OF HIS FATHERS TO LEVI HIS SON THAT HE MIGHT PRESERVE THEM AND RENEW THEM FOR HIS CHILDREN UNTIL THIS DAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER JACOB DIED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL MULTIPLIED IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND THEY BECAME A GREAT NATION, AND THEY WERE OF ONE ACCORD IN HEART, SO THAT BROTHER [SEXLESSLY] LOVED BROTHER AND EVERY MAN HELPED HIS BROTHER, AND THEY INCREASED ABUNDANTLY AND MULTIPLIED EXCEEDINGLY, TEN WEEKS OF YEARS, ALL THE DAYS OF THE LIFE OF JOSEPH. AND THERE WAS NO SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] NOR ANY [SEXUAL] EVIL ALL THE DAYS OF THE LIFE OF JOSEPH WHICH HE LIVED AFTER HIS FATHER JACOB, FOR ALL THE EGYPTIANS HONORED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL ALL THE DAYS OF THE LIFE OF JOSEPH. AND JOSEPH DIED BEING A HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS OLD, SEVENTEEN YEARS HE LIVED IN THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND TEN YEARS HE WAS A SERVANT, AND THREE YEARS IN PRISON, AND EIGHTY YEARS HE WAS UNDER THE KING, RULING ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT. AND HE DIED AND ALL HIS BRETHREN AND ALL THAT GENERATION. AND HE COMMANDED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL BEFORE HE DIED THAT THEY SHOULD CARRY HIS BONES WITH THEM WHEN THEY WENT FORTH FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT. AND HE MADE THEM SWEAR REGARDING HIS BONES, FOR HE KNEW THAT THE EGYPTIANS WOULD NOT AGAIN BRING FORTH AND BURY HIM IN THE LAND OF CANAAN, FOR MAKAMARON, KING OF CANAAN, WHILE DWELLING IN THE LAND OF ASSYRIA, FOUGHT IN THE VALLEY WITH THE KING OF EGYPT AND SLEW HIM THERE, AND PURSUED AFTER THE EGYPTIANS TO THE GATES OF 'ERMON. BUT HE WAS NOT ABLE TO ENTER, FOR ANOTHER, A NEW KING, HAD BECOME KING OF EGYPT, AND HE WAS STRONGER THAN HE, AND HE RETURNED TO THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND THE GATES OF EGYPT WERE CLOSED, AND NONE WENT OUT AND NONE CAME INTO EGYPT. AND JOSEPH DIED IN THE FORTY-SIXTH JUBILEE, IN THE SIXTH WEEK, IN THE SECOND YEAR, AND THEY BURIED HIM IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND ALL HIS BRETHREN DIED AFTER HIM. AND THE KING OF EGYPT WENT FORTH TO WAR WITH THE KING OF CANAAN IN THE FORTY-SEVENTH JUBILEE, IN THE SECOND WEEK IN THE SECOND YEAR, AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL BROUGHT FORTH ALL THE BONES OF THE CHILDREN OF JACOB SAVE THE BONES OF JOSEPH, AND THEY BURIED THEM IN THE FIELD IN THE DOUBLE CAVE IN THE MOUNTAIN. AND THE MOST (OF THEM) RETURNED TO EGYPT, BUT A FEW OF THEM REMAINED IN THE MOUNTAINS OF HEBRON, AND AMRAM THY FATHER REMAINED WITH THEM. AND THE KING OF CANAAN WAS VICTORIOUS OVER THE KING OF EGYPT, AND HE CLOSED THE GATES OF EGYPT. AND HE DEVISED AN EVIL DEVICE AGAINST THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL OF AFFLICTING THEM AND HE SAID UNTO THE PEOPLE OF EGYPT: 'BEHOLD THE PEOPLE OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL HAVE INCREASED AND MULTIPLIED MORE THAN WE. COME AND LET US DEAL WISELY WITH THEM BEFORE THEY BECOME TOO MANY, AND LET US AFFLICT THEM WITH SLAVERY BEFORE WAR COME UPON US AND BEFORE THEY TOO FIGHT AGAINST US, ELSE THEY WILL JOIN THEMSELVES UNTO OUR ENEMIES AND GET THEM UP OUT OF OUR LAND, FOR THEIR HEARTS AND FACES ARE TOWARDS THE LAND OF CANAAN.' AND HE SET OVER THEM TASKMASTERS TO AFFLICT THEM WITH SLAVERY, AND THEY BUILT STRONG CITIES FOR PHARAOH, PITHOM, AND RAAMSES AND THEY BUILT ALL THE WALLS AND ALL THE FORTIFICATIONS WHICH HAD FALLEN IN THE CITIES OF EGYPT. AND THEY MADE THEM SERVE WITH RIGOR, AND THE MORE THEY DEALT EVILLY WITH THEM, THE MORE THEY INCREASED AND MULTIPLIED. AND THE PEOPLE OF EGYPT ABOMINATED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AND IN THE SEVENTH WEEK, IN THE SEVENTH YEAR, IN THE FORTY-SEVENTH JUBILEE, THY FATHER WENT FORTH FROM THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND THOU, WAS BORN IN THE FOURTH WEEK, IN THE SIXTH YEAR THEREOF, IN THE FORTY-EIGHTH JUBILEE, THIS WAS THE TIME OF TRIBULATION ON THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. AND PHARAOH, KING OF EGYPT, ISSUED A COMMAND REGARDING THEM THAT THEY SHOULD CAST ALL THEIR MALE CHILDREN WHICH WERE BORN INTO THE RIVER. AND THEY CAST THEM IN FOR SEVEN MONTHS UNTIL THE DAY THAT THOU, WAS BORN AND THY MOTHER HID THEE FOR THREE MONTHS, AND THEY TOLD REGARDING HER. AND SHE MADE AN ARK FOR THEE, AND COVERED IT WITH PITCH AND ASPHALT, AND PLACED IT IN THE FLAGS ON THE BANK OF THE RIVER, AND SHE PLACED THEE IN IT SEVEN DAYS, AND THY MOTHER CAME BY NIGHT AND SUCKLED THEE, AND BY DAY MIRIAM, THY SISTER, GUARDED THEE FROM THE BIRDS. AND IN THOSE DAYS THARMUTH, THE DAUGHTER OF PHARAOH, CAME TO BATHE IN THE RIVER, AND SHE HEARD THY VOICE CRYING, AND SHE TOLD HER MAIDENS TO BRING THEE FORTH, AND THEY BROUGHT THEE UNTO HER. AND SHE TOOK THEE OUT OF THE ARK, AND SHE HAD COMPASSION ON THEE. AND THY SISTER SAID UNTO HER: 'SHALL I GO AND CALL UNTO THEE ONE OF THE HEBREW WOMEN TO NURSE AND SUCKLE THIS BABE FOR THEE?' AND SHE SAID <UNTO HER>: 'GO.' AND SHE WENT AND CALLED THY MOTHER JOCHEBED, AND SHE GAVE HER WAGES, AND SHE NURSED THEE. AND AFTERWARDS, WHEN THOU, WAS GROWN UP, THEY BROUGHT THEE UNTO THE DAUGHTER OF PHARAOH, AND THOU DIDST BECOME HER SON, AND AMRAM THY FATHER TAUGHT THEE WRITING, AND AFTER THOU HAD COMPLETED THREE WEEKS, THEY BROUGHT THEE INTO THE ROYAL COURT. AND THOU, WAS THREE WEEKS OF YEARS AT COURT UNTIL THE TIME WHEN THOU DIDST GO FORTH FROM THE ROYAL COURT AND DIDST SEE AN EGYPTIAN SMITING THY FRIEND WHO WAS OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND THOU DIDST SLAY HIM AND HIDE HIM IN THE SAND. AND ON THE SECOND DAY THOU DIDST AND TWO OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL STRIVING TOGETHER, AND THOU DIDST SAY TO HIM WHO WAS DOING THE WRONG: 'WHY DOST THOU SMITE THY BROTHER?' AND HE WAS [SEXUALLY] ANGRY AND [SEXUALLY] INDIGNANT, AND SAID: 'WHO MADE THEE A PRINCE AND A JUDGE OVER US? THINK THOU TO KILL ME AS THOU KILLED THE EGYPTIAN YESTERDAY?' AND THOU DIDST FEAR AND FLEE ON ACCOUNT OF THESE WORDS. AND IN THE SIXTH YEAR OF THE THIRD WEEK OF THE FORTY-NINTH JUBILEE THOU DIDST DEPART AND DWELL <IN THE LAND OF MIDIAN>, FIVE WEEKS AND ONE YEAR. AND THOU DIDST RETURN INTO EGYPT IN THE SECOND WEEK IN THE SECOND YEAR IN THE FIFTIETH JUBILEE. AND THOU THYSELF KNOW WHAT HE SPOKE UNTO THEE ON MOUNT SINAI, AND WHAT PRINCE MASTÊMÂ DESIRED TO DO WITH THEE WHEN THOU, WAS RETURNING INTO EGYPT <ON THE WAY WHEN THOU DIDST MEET HIM AT THE LODGING-PLACE>. DID HE NOT WITH ALL HIS POWER SEEK TO SLAY THEE AND DELIVER THE EGYPTIANS OUT OF THY HAND WHEN HE SAW THAT THOU, WAS SENT TO EXECUTE JUDGMENT AND [SEXLESS] VENGEANCE ON THE EGYPTIANS? AND I DELIVERED THEE OUT OF HIS HAND, AND THOU DIDST PERFORM THE SIGNS AND WONDERS WHICH THOU, WAS SENT TO PERFORM IN EGYPT AGAINST PHARAOH, AND AGAINST ALL HIS HOUSE, AND AGAINST HIS SERVANTS AND HIS PEOPLE. AND THE LORD EXECUTED A GREAT VENGEANCE ON THEM FOR ISRAEL'S SAKE, AND SMOTE THEM THROUGH (THE PLAGUES OF) BLOOD AND FROGS, LICE AND DOG-FLIES, AND MALIGNANT BOILS BREAKING FORTH IN BLAINS, AND THEIR CATTLE BY DEATH, AND BY HAIL-STONES, THEREBY HE DESTROYED EVERYTHING THAT GREW FOR THEM, AND BY LOCUSTS WHICH DEVOURED THE RESIDUE WHICH HAD BEEN LEFT BY THE HAIL, AND BY DARKNESS, AND <BY THE [ETERNAL] DEATH> OF THE FIRST-BORN OF MEN AND ANIMALS, AND ON ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] IDOLS THE LORD TOOK VENGEANCE AND BURNED THEM WITH FIRE. AND EVERYTHING WAS SENT THROUGH THY HAND, THAT THOU SHOULD DECLARE (THESE THINGS) BEFORE THEY WERE DONE, AND THOU DIDST SPEAK WITH THE KING OF EGYPT BEFORE ALL HIS SERVANTS AND BEFORE HIS PEOPLE. AND EVERYTHING TOOK PLACE ACCORDING TO THY WORDS, TEN GREAT AND TERRIBLE JUDGMENTS CAME ON THE LAND OF EGYPT THAT THOU MIGHT EXECUTE VENGEANCE ON IT FOR ISRAEL. AND THE LORD DID EVERYTHING FOR ISRAEL'S SAKE, AND ACCORDING TO HIS COVENANT, WHICH HE HAD ORDAINED WITH ABRAHAM THAT HE WOULD TAKE VENGEANCE ON THEM AS THEY HAD BROUGHT THEM BY FORCE INTO BONDAGE. AND THE PRINCE MASTÊMÂ STOOD UP AGAINST THEE, AND SOUGHT TO CAST THEE INTO THE HANDS OF PHARAOH, AND HE HELPED THE EGYPTIAN SORCERERS, AND THEY STOOD UP AND WROUGHT BEFORE THEE THE [SEXUAL] EVILS INDEED WE PERMITTED THEM TO WORK, BUT THE REMEDIES WE DID NOT ALLOW TO BE WROUGHT BY THEIR HANDS. AND THE LORD SMOTE THEM WITH MALIGNANT ULCERS, AND THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO STAND, FOR WE DESTROYED THEM SO THAT THEY COULD NOT PERFORM A SINGLE SIGN. AND NOTWITHSTANDING ALL (THESE) SIGNS AND WONDERS THE PRINCE MASTÊMÂ WAS NOT PUT TO SHAME BECAUSE HE TOOK COURAGE AND CRIED TO THE EGYPTIANS TO PURSUE AFTER THEE WITH ALL THE POWERS OF THE EGYPTIANS, WITH THEIR CHARIOTS, AND WITH THEIR HORSES, AND WITH ALL THE HOSTS OF THE PEOPLES OF EGYPT. AND I STOOD BETWEEN THE EGYPTIANS AND ISRAEL, AND WE DELIVERED ISRAEL OUT OF HIS HAND, AND OUT OF THE HAND OF HIS PEOPLE, AND THE LORD BROUGHT THEM THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE SEA AS IF IT WERE DRY LAND. AND ALL THE PEOPLES WHOM HE BROUGHT TO PURSUE AFTER ISRAEL, THE LORD OUR GOD CAST THEM INTO THE MIDST OF THE SEA, INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE ABYSS BENEATH THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, EVEN AS THE PEOPLE OF EGYPT HAD CAST THEIR CHILDREN INTO THE RIVER HE TOOK VENGEANCE ON 1,000,000 [10% 10 MILLION & 100% IS 100 MILLION] OF THEM, AND ONE THOUSAND STRONG AND ENERGETIC MEN WERE DESTROYED ON ACCOUNT OF ONE SUCKLING OF THE CHILDREN OF THY PEOPLE WHICH THEY HAD THROWN INTO THE RIVER. AND ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY AND ON THE FIFTEENTH AND ON THE SIXTEENTH AND ON THE SEVENTEENTH AND ON THE EIGHTEENTH THE PRINCE MASTÊMÂ WAS BOUND AND IMPRISONED BEHIND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT HE MIGHT NOT [SEXUALLY] ACCUSE THEM. AND ON THE NINETEENTH, WE LET THEM LOOSE THAT THEY MIGHT HELP THE EGYPTIANS AND PURSUE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. AND HE HARDENED THEIR HEARTS AND MADE THEM [SEXUALLY] STUBBORN, AND THE [SEXLESS] DEVICE WAS DEVISED BY THE LORD OUR GOD THAT HE MIGHT SMITE THE EGYPTIANS AND CAST THEM INTO THE SEA. AND ON THE FOURTEENTH, WE BOUND HIM THAT HE MIGHT NOT [SEXUALLY] ACCUSE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL ON THE DAY WHEN THEY ASKED THE EGYPTIANS FOR VESSELS AND GARMENTS, VESSELS OF SILVER, AND VESSELS OF GOLD, AND VESSELS OF BRONZE, IN ORDER TO DESPOIL THE EGYPTIANS IN RETURN FOR THE [SEXUAL] BONDAGE IN WHICH THEY HAD FORCED THEM TO SERVE. AND WE DID NOT LEAD FORTH THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL FROM EGYPT EMPTY HANDED. REMEMBER THE COMMANDMENT WHICH THE LORD COMMANDED THEE CONCERNING THE PASSOVER, THAT THOU SHOULD CELEBRATE IT, IN ITS SEASON ON THE FOURTEENTH OF THE FIRST MONTH, THAT THOU SHOULD KILL IT BEFORE IT IS EVENING, AND THAT THEY SHOULD EAT IT BY NIGHT ON THE EVENING OF THE FIFTEENTH FROM THE TIME OF THE SETTING OF THE SUN. FOR ON THIS NIGHT, THE BEGINNING OF THE FESTIVAL AND THE BEGINNING OF THE JOY, YE WERE EATING THE PASSOVER IN EGYPT, WHEN ALL THE POWERS OF MASTÊMÂ HAD BEEN LET LOOSE TO [SEXUALLY] SLAY ALL THE FIRST-BORN IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, FROM THE FIRST-BORN OF PHARAOH TO THE FIRST-BORN OF THE CAPTIVE MAIDSERVANT IN THE MILL, AND TO THE CATTLE. AND THIS IS THE SIGN WHICH THE LORD GAVE THEM: INTO EVERY HOUSE ON THE LINTELS OF WHICH THEY SAW THE BLOOD OF A LAMB OF THE FIRST YEAR, INTO (THAT) HOUSE THEY SHOULD NOT ENTER TO SLAY, BUT SHOULD PASS BY (IT), THAT ALL THOSE SHOULD BE SAVED THAT WERE IN THE HOUSE BECAUSE THE SIGN OF THE BLOOD WAS ON ITS LINTELS. AND THE POWERS OF THE LORD DID EVERYTHING ACCORDING AS THE LORD COMMANDED THEM, AND THEY PASSED BY ALL THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND THE PLAGUE CAME NOT UPON THEM TO DESTROY FROM AMONGST THEM ANY SOUL EITHER OF CATTLE, OR MAN, OR DOG. AND THE PLAGUE WAS VERY GRIEVOUS IN EGYPT, AND THERE WAS NO HOUSE IN EGYPT WHERE THERE WAS NOT ONE DEAD, AND WEEPING AND LAMENTATION. AND ALL ISRAEL WAS EATING THE FLESH OF THE PASCHAL LAMB, AND DRINKING THE WINE, AND WAS LAUDING, AND BLESSING, AND GIVING THANKS TO THE LORD GOD OF THEIR FATHERS, AND WAS READY TO GO FORTH FROM UNDER THE YOKE OF EGYPT, AND FROM THE EVIL [SEXUAL] BONDAGE. AND REMEMBER THOU THIS DAY ALL THE DAYS OF THY LIFE, AND OBSERVE IT FROM YEAR TO YEAR ALL THE DAYS OF THY LIFE, ONCE A YEAR, ON ITS DAY, ACCORDING TO ALL THE [SEXLESS] LAW THEREOF, AND DO NOT ADJOURN (IT) FROM DAY TO DAY, OR FROM MONTH TO MONTH. FOR IT IS AN ETERNAL ORDINANCE, AND ENGRAVED ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS REGARDING ALL THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT THEY SHOULD OBSERVE IT EVERY YEAR ON ITS DAY ONCE A YEAR, THROUGHOUT ALL THEIR GENERATIONS, AND THERE IS NO LIMIT OF DAYS, FOR THIS IS ORDAINED FOR EVER. AND THE MAN WHO IS FREE FROM [SEXUAL] UNCLEANNESS, AND DOES NOT COME TO OBSERVE IT ON OCCASION OF ITS DAY, SO AS TO BRING AN ACCEPTABLE OFFERING BEFORE THE LORD AND TO EAT AND TO DRINK BEFORE THE LORD ON THE DAY OF ITS FESTIVAL, THAT MAN WHO IS CLEAN AND CLOSE AT HAND SHALL BE CUT OFF: BECAUSE HE OFFERED NOT THE OBLATION OF THE LORD IN ITS APPOINTED SEASON, HE SHALL TAKE THE [SEXUAL] GUILT UPON HIMSELF. LET THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL COME AND OBSERVE THE PASSOVER ON THE DAY OF ITS FIXED TIME, ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH, BETWEEN THE EVENINGS, FROM THE THIRD PART OF THE DAY TO THE THIRD PART OF THE NIGHT, FOR TWO PORTIONS OF THE DAY ARE GIVEN TO THE LIGHT, AND A THIRD PART TO THE EVENING. THIS IS THAT WHICH THE LORD COMMANDED THEE THAT THOU SHOULD OBSERVE IT BETWEEN THE EVENINGS. AND IT IS NOT PERMISSIBLE TO SLAY IT DURING ANY PERIOD OF THE LIGHT, BUT DURING THE PERIOD BORDERING ON THE EVENING, AND LET THEM EAT IT AT THE TIME OF THE EVENING, UNTIL THE THIRD PART OF THE NIGHT, AND WHATEVER IS LEFT OVER OF ALL ITS FLESH FROM THE THIRD PART OF THE NIGHT AND ONWARDS, LET THEM BURN IT WITH FIRE. AND THEY SHALL NOT COOK IT WITH WATER, NOR SHALL THEY EAT IT RAW, BUT ROAST ON THE FIRE: THEY SHALL EAT IT WITH DILIGENCE, ITS HEAD WITH THE INWARDS THEREOF AND ITS FEET THEY SHALL ROAST WITH FIRE, AND NOT BREAK ANY BONE THEREOF, FOR OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL NO BONE SHALL BE CRUSHED. FOR THIS REASON, THE LORD COMMANDED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL TO OBSERVE THE PASSOVER ON THE DAY OF ITS FIXED TIME, AND THEY SHALL NOT BREAK A BONE THEREOF, FOR IT IS A FESTIVAL DAY, AND A DAY COMMANDED, AND THERE MAY BE NO PASSING OVER FROM DAY TO DAY, AND MONTH TO MONTH, BUT ON THE DAY OF ITS FESTIVAL LET IT BE OBSERVED. AND DO THOU COMMAND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL TO OBSERVE THE PASSOVER THROUGHOUT THEIR DAYS, EVERY YEAR, ONCE A YEAR ON THE DAY OF ITS FIXED TIME, AND IT SHALL COME FOR A MEMORIAL WELL PLEASING BEFORE THE LORD, AND NO PLAGUE SHALL COME UPON THEM TO SLAY OR TO SMITE IN THAT YEAR IN WHICH THEY CELEBRATE THE PASSOVER IN ITS SEASON IN EVERY RESPECT ACCORDING TO HIS [SEXLESS] COMMAND. AND THEY SHALL NOT EAT IT OUTSIDE THE SANCTUARY OF THE LORD, BUT BEFORE THE SANCTUARY OF THE LORD, AND ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL SHALL CELEBRATE IT IN ITS APPOINTED SEASON. AND EVERY MAN WHO HAS COME UPON ITS DAY SHALL EAT IT IN THE SANCTUARY OF YOUR GOD BEFORE THE LORD FROM TWENTY YEARS OLD AND UPWARD, FOR THUS IS IT WRITTEN AND ORDAINED THAT THEY SHOULD EAT IT IN THE SANCTUARY OF THE LORD. AND WHEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL COME INTO THE LAND WHICH THEY ARE TO POSSESS, INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND SET UP THE TABERNACLE OF THE LORD IN THE MIDST OF THE LAND IN ONE OF THEIR TRIBES UNTIL THE SANCTUARY OF THE LORD HAS BEEN BUILT IN THE LAND, LET THEM COME AND CELEBRATE THE PASSOVER IN THE MIDST OF THE TABERNACLE OF THE LORD, AND LET THEM SLAY IT BEFORE THE LORD FROM YEAR TO YEAR. AND IN THE DAYS WHEN THE HOUSE [ACTS 7:46-50] HAS BEEN BUILT IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN THE LAND OF THEIR INHERITANCE, THEY SHALL GO THERE AND SLAY THE PASSOVER IN THE EVENING, AT SUNSET, AT THE THIRD PART OF THE DAY. AND THEY SHALL OFFER ITS BLOOD ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE ALTAR, AND SHALL PLACE ITS FAT ON THE FIRE WHICH IS UPON THE ALTAR, AND THEY SHALL EAT ITS FLESH ROASTED WITH FIRE IN THE COURT OF THE HOUSE WHICH HAS BEEN SANCTIFIED IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND THEY MAY NOT CELEBRATE THE PASSOVER IN THEIR CITIES, NOR IN ANY PLACE SAVE BEFORE THE TABERNACLE OF THE LORD, OR BEFORE HIS HOUSE WHERE HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HATH DWELT, AND THEY SHALL NOT GO ASTRAY FROM THE LORD. AND DO THOU, MOSES, COMMAND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL TO OBSERVE THE ORDINANCES OF THE PASSOVER, AS IT WAS COMMANDED UNTO THEE, DECLARE THOU UNTO THEM EVERY YEAR AND THE DAY OF ITS DAYS, AND THE FESTIVAL OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, THAT THEY SHOULD EAT UNLEAVENED BREAD SEVEN DAYS, (AND) THAT THEY SHOULD OBSERVE ITS FESTIVAL, AND THAT THEY BRING AN OBLATION EVERY DAY DURING THOSE SEVEN DAYS OF JOY BEFORE THE LORD ON THE ALTAR OF YOUR GOD. FOR YE CELEBRATED THIS FESTIVAL WITH HASTE WHEN YE WENT FORTH FROM EGYPT TILL YE ENTERED INTO THE WILDERNESS OF SHUR, FOR ON THE SHORE OF THE SEA YE COMPLETED IT. AND AFTER THIS [SEXLESS] LAW I MADE KNOWN TO THEE THE DAYS OF THE SABBATHS [SATURDAYS] IN THE DESERT OF SIN[AI], WHICH IS BETWEEN ELIM AND SINAI. AND I TOLD THEE OF THE SABBATHS [SATURDAYS] OF THE LAND ON MOUNT SINAI, AND I TOLD THEE OF THE JUBILEE YEARS IN THE SABBATHS [SATURDAYS] OF YEARS: BUT THE YEAR THEREOF HAVE I NOT TOLD THEE TILL YE ENTER THE LAND WHICH YE ARE TO POSSESS. AND THE LAND ALSO SHALL KEEP ITS SABBATHS [SATURDAYS] WHILE THEY DWELL UPON IT, AND THEY SHALL KNOW THE JUBILEE YEAR. WHEREFORE I HAVE ORDAINED FOR THEE THE YEAR-WEEKS AND THE YEARS AND THE JUBILEES: THERE ARE FORTY-NINE JUBILEES FROM THE DAYS OF ADAM UNTIL THIS DAY, AND ONE WEEK AND TWO YEARS: AND THERE ARE YET FORTY YEARS TO COME (LIT. 'DISTANT') FOR LEARNING THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, UNTIL THEY PASS OVER INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN, CROSSING THE JORDAN TO THE WEST. AND THE JUBILEES SHALL PASS BY, UNTIL ISRAEL IS CLEANSED FROM ALL [SEXUAL] GUILT OF FORNICATION, AND [SEXUAL] UNCLEANNESS, AND [SEXUAL] POLLUTION, AND [SEXUAL] SIN, AND [SEXUAL] ERROR, AND DWELLS WITH CONFIDENCE IN ALL THE LAND, AND THERE SHALL BE NO MORE A SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] OR ANY [SEXUAL] EVIL ONE, AND THE LAND SHALL BE CLEAN FROM THAT TIME FOR EVERMORE. AND BEHOLD THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENT REGARDING THE SABBATHS [SATURDAYS], I HAVE WRITTEN (THEM) DOWN FOR THEE, AND ALL THE JUDGMENTS OF ITS [SEXLESS] LAWS. SIX DAYS SHALT THOU LABOR, BUT ON THE SEVENTH DAY IS THE SABBATH [SATURDAY] OF THE LORD YOUR GOD. IN IT YE SHALL DO NO MANNER OF WORK, YE AND YOUR SONS, AND YOUR MENSERVANTS AND TOUR MAIDSERVANTS, AND ALL YOUR CATTLE AND THE SOJOURNER ALSO WHO IS WITH YOU. AND THE MAN THAT DOES ANY WORK ON IT SHALL DIE: WHOEVER DESECRATES THAT DAY, WHOEVER LIES WITH (HIS) WIFE, OR WHOEVER SAYS HE WILL DO SOMETHING ON IT, THAT HE WILL SET OUT ON A JOURNEY THEREON IN REGARD TO ANY BUYING OR SELLING: AND WHOEVER DRAWS WATER THEREON WHICH HE HAD NOT PREPARED FOR HIMSELF ON THE SIXTH DAY, AND WHOEVER TAKES UP ANY BURDEN TO CARRY IT OUT OF HIS TENT OR OUT OF HIS HOUSE SHALL DIE. YE SHALL DO NO WORK WHATEVER ON THE SABBATH DAY [SATURDAY] SAVE WHAT YE HAVE PREPARED FOR YOURSELVES ON THE SIXTH DAY, SO AS TO EAT, AND DRINK, AND REST, AND KEEP SABBATH [SATURDAY] FROM ALL WORK ON THAT DAY, AND TO BLESS THE LORD YOUR GOD, WHO HAS GIVEN YOU A DAY OF FESTIVAL AND A HOLY DAY: AND A DAY OF THE HOLY KINGDOM FOR ALL ISRAEL IS THIS DAY AMONG THEIR DAYS FOR EVER. FOR GREAT IS THE HONOR WHICH THE LORD HAS GIVEN TO ISRAEL THAT THEY SHOULD EAT AND DRINK AND BE SATISFIED ON THIS FESTIVAL DAY, AND REST THEREON FROM ALL LABOR WHICH BELONGS TO THE LABOR OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN SAVE BURNING FRANKINCENSE AND BRINGING OBLATIONS AND SACRIFICES BEFORE THE LORD FOR DAYS AND FOR SABBATHS [SATURDAYS]. THIS WORK ALONE SHALL BE DONE ON THE SABBATH [SATURDAY], DAYS IN THE SANCTUARY OF THE LORD YOUR GOD, THAT THEY MAY ATONE FOR ISRAEL WITH SACRIFICE CONTINUALLY FROM DAY TO DAY FOR A MEMORIAL WELL-PLEASING BEFORE THE LORD, AND THAT HE MAY RECEIVE THEM ALWAYS FROM DAY TO DAY ACCORDING AS THOU HAST BEEN COMMANDED. AND EVERY MAN WHO DOES ANY WORK THEREON, OR GOES A JOURNEY, OR TILLS (HIS) FARM, WHETHER IN HIS HOUSE OR ANY OTHER PLACE, AND WHOEVER LIGHTS A FIRE, OR RIDES ON ANY BEAST, OR TRAVELS BY SHIP ON THE SEA, AND WHOEVER STRIKES OR KILLS ANYTHING, OR SLAUGHTERS A BEAST OR A BIRD, OR WHOEVER CATCHES AN ANIMAL OR A BIRD OR A FISH, OR WHOEVER FASTS OR MAKES WAR ON THE SABBATHS [SATURDAYS]: THE MAN WHO DOES ANY OF THESE THINGS ON THE SABBATH [SATURDAY] SHALL DIE, SO THAT THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHALL OBSERVE THE SABBATHS [SATURDAYS] ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS REGARDING THE SABBATHS [SATURDAYS] OF THE LAND, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE [ETERNAL] TABLETS, WHICH HE GAVE INTO MY HANDS THAT I SHOULD WRITE OUT FOR THEE THE [SEXLESS] LAWS OF THE SEASONS, AND THE SEASONS ACCORDING TO THE DIVISION OF THEIR DAYS. HEREWITH IS COMPLETED THE ACCOUNT OF THE DIVISION OF THE DAYS. 
THE BOOK OF THE HAGGADAH
THE CREATION OF THE WORLD---THE 1ST THINGS CREATED
IN THE BEGINNING, TWO THOUSAND YEARS BEFORE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, SEVEN THINGS WERE CREATED: THE TORAH WRITTEN WITH BLACK FIRE ON WHITE FIRE, AND LYING IN THE LAP OF GOD, THE DIVINE THRONE, ERECTED IN THE HEAVEN WHICH LATER WAS OVER THE HEADS OF THE HAYYOT, PARADISE ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF GOD, HELL ON THE LEFT SIDE, THE CELESTIAL SANCTUARY DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF GOD, HAVING A JEWEL ON ITS ALTAR GRAVEN WITH THE NAME OF THE MESSIAH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND A VOICE THAT CRIES ALOUD, "RETURN, YE CHILDREN OF MEN." WHEN GOD RESOLVED UPON THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, HE TOOK COUNSEL WITH THE TORAH. HER ADVICE WAS THIS: "O LORD, A KING WITHOUT AN ARMY AND WITHOUT COURTIERS AND ATTENDANTS HARDLY DESERVES THE NAME OF KING [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], FOR NONE IS NIGH TO EXPRESS THE HOMAGE DUE TO HIM." THE ANSWER PLEASED GOD EXCEEDINGLY. THUS, DID HE TEACH ALL EARTHLY KINGS, BY HIS DIVINE EXAMPLE, TO UNDERTAKE NAUGHT WITHOUT FIRST CONSULTING ADVISERS. THE ADVICE OF THE TORAH WAS GIVEN WITH SOME RESERVATIONS. SHE WAS SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE VALUE OF AN EARTHLY WORLD, ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXUAL] SINFULNESS OF MEN, WHO WOULD BE SURE TO DISREGARD HER PRECEPTS. BUT GOD DISPELLED HER DOUBTS. HE TOLD HER, THAT REPENTANCE HAD BEEN CREATED LONG BEFORE, AND [SEXUAL] SINNERS WOULD HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF MENDING THEIR WAYS. BESIDES, THE TEMPLE SERVICE WOULD BE INVESTED WITH ATONING POWER, AND PARADISE AND HELL WERE INTENDED TO DO DUTY AS REWARD AND PUNISHMENT. FINALLY, THE MESSIAH WAS APPOINTED TO BRING SALVATION, WHICH WOULD PUT AN END TO ALL [SEXUAL] SINFULNESS. NOR IS THIS WORLD INHABITED BY MAN THE FIRST OF THINGS EARTHLY CREATED BY GOD. HE MADE SEVERAL WORLDS BEFORE OURS, BUT HE DESTROYED THEM ALL, BECAUSE HE WAS PLEASED WITH NONE UNTIL HE CREATED OURS. BUT EVEN THIS LAST WORLD WOULD HAVE HAD NO PERMANENCE, IF GOD HAD EXECUTED HIS ORIGINAL PLAN OF RULING IT ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLE OF STRICT JUSTICE. IT WAS ONLY WHEN HE SAW THAT JUSTICE BY ITSELF WOULD UNDERMINE THE WORLD THAT HE ASSOCIATED MERCY WITH JUSTICE, AND MADE THEM TO RULE JOINTLY. THUS, FROM THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS PREVAILED DIVINE GOODNESS, WITHOUT WHICH NOTHING COULD HAVE CONTINUED TO EXIST. IF NOT FOR IT, THE [SEXUAL] MYRIADS OF EVIL SPIRITS HAD SOON PUT AN END TO THE GENERATIONS OF MEN. BUT THE GOODNESS OF GOD HAS ORDAINED, THAT IN EVERY NISAN, AT THE TIME OF THE SPRING EQUINOX, THE SERAPHIM SHALL APPROACH THE WORLD OF SPIRITS, AND INTIMIDATE THEM SO THAT THEY FEAR TO DO HARM TO MEN. AGAIN, IF GOD IN HIS GOODNESS HAD NOT GIVEN PROTECTION TO THE WEAK, THE TAME ANIMALS WOULD HAVE BEEN EXTIRPATED LONG AGO BY THE WILD ANIMALS. IN TAMMUZ, AT THE TIME OF THE SUMMER SOLSTICE, WHEN THE STRENGTH OF BEHEMOT IS AT ITS HEIGHT, HE ROARS SO LOUD THAT ALL THE ANIMALS HEAR IT, AND FOR A WHOLE YEAR THEY ARE AFFRIGHTED AND TIMID, AND THEIR ACTS BECOME LESS FEROCIOUS THAN THEIR NATURE IS. AGAIN, IN TISHRI, AT THE TIME OF THE AUTUMNAL EQUINOX, THE GREAT BIRD ZIZ FLAPS HIS WINGS AND UTTERS HIS CRY, SO THAT THE BIRDS OF PREY, THE EAGLES AND THE VULTURES, BLENCH, AND THEY FEAR TO SWOOP DOWN UPON THE OTHERS AND ANNIHILATE THEM IN THEIR [SEXUAL] GREED [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10]. AND, AGAIN, WERE IT NOT FOR THE GOODNESS OF GOD, THE VAST NUMBER OF, BIG FISH HAD QUICKLY PUT AN END TO THE LITTLE ONES. BUT AT THE TIME OF THE WINTER SOLSTICE, IN THE MONTH OF TEBET, THE SEA GROWS RESTLESS, FOR THEN LEVIATHAN SPOUTS UP WATER, AND THE BIG FISH BECOME UNEASY. THEY RESTRAIN THEIR APPETITE, AND THE LITTLE ONES ESCAPE THEIR RAPACITY. FINALLY, THE GOODNESS OF GOD MANIFESTS ITSELF IN THE PRESERVATION OF HIS PEOPLE ISRAEL. IT COULD NOT HAVE SURVIVED THE ENMITY OF THE GENTILES, IF GOD HAD NOT APPOINTED PROTECTORS FOR IT, THE ARCHANGELS MICHAEL AND GABRIEL. WHENEVER ISRAEL DISOBEYS GOD, AND IS [SEXLESSLY] ACCUSED OF MISDEMEANORS BY THE ANGELS OF THE OTHER NATIONS, HE IS DEFENDED BY HIS DESIGNATED GUARDIANS, WITH SUCH GOOD RESULT THAT THE OTHER ANGELS CONCEIVE FEAR OF THEM. ONCE THE ANGELS OF THE OTHER NATIONS ARE TERRIFIED, THE NATIONS THEMSELVES VENTURE NOT TO CARRY OUT THEIR WICKED [SEXUAL] DESIGNS AGAINST ISRAEL. THAT THE GOODNESS OF GOD MAY RULE ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN, THE ANGELS OF DESTRUCTION ARE ASSIGNED A PLACE AT THE FAR END OF THE HEAVENS, FROM WHICH THEY MAY NEVER STIR, WHILE THE ANGELS OF MERCY ENCIRCLE THE THRONE OF GOD, AT HIS BEHEST.
THE ALPHABET
WHEN GOD WAS ABOUT TO CREATE THE WORLD BY HIS WORD [HEBREWS 1:1-3], THE TWENTY-TWO LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET DESCENDED FROM THE TERRIBLE AND AUGUST CROWN OF GOD WHEREON THEY WERE ENGRAVED WITH A PEN OF FLAMING FIRE. THEY STOOD ROUND ABOUT GOD, AND ONE AFTER THE OTHER SPAKE AND ENTREATED, "CREATE THE WORLD THROUGH ME! THE FIRST TO STEP FORWARD WAS THE LETTER TAW. IT SAID: "O LORD OF THE WORLD! MAY IT BE THY WILL TO CREATE THY WORLD THROUGH ME, SEEING THAT IT IS THROUGH ME THAT THOU WILT GIVE THE TORAH TO ISRAEL BY THE HAND OF MOSES, AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'MOSES COMMANDED US THE TORAH.' " THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, MADE REPLY, AND SAID, "NO!" TAW ASKED, "WHY NOT?" AND GOD ANSWERED: "BECAUSE IN DAYS TO COME I SHALL PLACE THEE AS A SIGN OF DEATH UPON THE FOREHEADS OF MEN." AS SOON AS TAW HEARD THESE WORDS ISSUE FROM THE MOUTH OF THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, IT RETIRED FROM HIS [SEXLESS] PRESENCE DISAPPOINTED. THE SHIN THEN STEPPED FORWARD, AND PLEADED: "O LORD OF THE WORLD, CREATE THY WORLD THROUGH ME: SEEING THAT THINE OWN NAME SHADDAI BEGINS WITH ME." UNFORTUNATELY, IT IS ALSO THE FIRST LETTER OF SHAW, LIE, AND OF SHEKER, FALSEHOOD, AND THAT INCAPACITATED IT. RESH HAD NO BETTER LUCK. IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT IT WAS THE INITIAL LETTER OF RA', WICKED, AND RASHA' EVIL, AND AFTER THAT THE DISTINCTION IT ENJOYS OF BEING THE FIRST LETTER IN THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], RAHUM, THE MERCIFUL, COUNTED FOR NAUGHT. THE KOF WAS REJECTED, BECAUSE KELALAH, CURSE, OUTWEIGHS THE ADVANTAGE OF BEING THE FIRST IN KADOSH, THE HOLY ONE. IN VAIN DID ZADDE CALL ATTENTION TO ZADDIK, THE RIGHTEOUS ONE, THERE WAS ZAROT, THE MISFORTUNES OF ISRAEL, TO TESTIFY AGAINST IT. PE HAD PODEH, REDEEMER, TO ITS CREDIT, BUT PESHA: TRANSGRESSION, REFLECTED DISHONOR UPON IT. 'AIN WAS DECLARED UNFIT, BECAUSE, THOUGH IT BEGINS 'ANAWAH, HUMILITY, IT PERFORMS THE SAME SERVICE FOR 'ERWAH, IMMORALITY. SAMEK SAID: "O LORD, MAY IT BE THY WILL TO BEGIN THE CREATION WITH ME, FOR THOU ART CALLED SAMEK, AFTER ME, THE UPHOLDER OF ALL THAT FALL." BUT GOD SAID: "THOU ART NEEDED IN THE PLACE IN WHICH THOU ART, THOU MUST CONTINUE TO UPHOLD ALL THAT FALL." NUN INTRODUCES NER, "THE LAMP OF THE LORD," WHICH IS "THE SPIRIT OF MEN," BUT IT ALSO INTRODUCES NER, "THE LAMP OF THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED," WHICH WILL BE PUT OUT BY GOD. MEM STARTS MELEK, KING, ONE OF THE TITLES OF GOD. AS IT IS THE FIRST LETTER OF MEHUMAH, CONFUSION, AS WELL, IT HAD NO CHANCE OF ACCOMPLISHING ITS DESIRE. THE CLAIM OF LAMED BORE ITS REFUTATION WITHIN ITSELF. IT ADVANCED THE ARGUMENT THAT IT WAS THE FIRST LETTER OF LUHOT, THE CELESTIAL TABLES FOR THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, IT FORGOT THAT THE TABLES WERE SHIVERED IN PIECES BY MOSES. KAF WAS SURE OF VICTORY KISSEH, THE THRONE OF GOD, KABOD, HIS HONOR, AND KETER, HIS CROWN [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD IN PROVERBS 8:22], ALL BEGIN WITH IT. GOD HAD TO REMIND IT THAT HE WOULD SMITE TOGETHER HIS HANDS, KAF, IN DESPAIR OVER THE MISFORTUNES OF ISRAEL. YOD AT FIRST SIGHT SEEMED THE APPROPRIATE LETTER FOR THE BEGINNING OF CREATION, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS ASSOCIATION WITH YAH, GOD, IF ONLY YEZER HA-RA' THE EVIL INCLINATION, HAD NOT HAPPENED TO BEGIN WITH IT, TOO. TET IS IDENTIFIED WITH TOB, THE GOOD. HOWEVER, THE TRULY GOOD IS NOT IN THIS WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE]; IT BELONGS TO THE WORLD TO COME [NEW UNIVERSE]. HET IS THE FIRST LETTER OF HANUN, THE GRACIOUS ONE, BUT THIS ADVANTAGE IS OFFSET BY ITS PLACE IN THE WORD FOR [SEXUAL] SIN, HATTAT. ZAIN SUGGESTS ZAKOR, REMEMBRANCE, BUT IT IS ITSELF THE WORD FOR WEAPON, THE DOER OF [SEXUAL] MISCHIEF. WAW AND HE COMPOSE THE INEFFABLE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THEY ARE THEREFORE TOO EXALTED TO BE PRESSED INTO THE SERVICE OF THE MUNDANE WORLD. IF DALET WAD STOOD ONLY FOR DABAR, THE DIVINE WORD, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN USED, BUT IT STANDS ALSO FOR DIN, JUSTICE, AND UNDER THE RULE OF [SEXLESS] LAW WITHOUT [SEXLESS] LOVE, THE WORLD WOULD HAVE [SEXUALLY] FALLEN TO RUIN. FINALLY, IN SPITE OF REMINDING ONE OF GADOL, GREAT, GIMEL WOULD NOT DO, BECAUSE GEMUL, RETRIBUTION, STARTS WITH IT. AFTER THE CLAIMS OF ALL THESE LETTERS HAD BEEN DISPOSED OF, BET STEPPED BEFORE THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, AND PLEADED BEFORE HIM: "O LORD OF THE WORLD! MAY IT BE THY WILL TO CREATE THY WORLD THROUGH ME, SEEING THAT ALL THE DWELLERS IN THE WORLD GIVE PRAISE DAILY UNTO THEE THROUGH ME, AS IT IS SAID, 'BLESSED BE THE LORD FOREVER. AMEN, AND AMEN.' " THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, AT ONCE GRANTED THE PETITION OF BET. HE SAID, "BLESSED BE HE THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]." AND HE CREATED HIS WORLD THROUGH BET, AS IT IS SAID, "BERESHIT GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH." THE ONLY LETTER THAT HAD REFRAINED FROM URGING ITS CLAIMS WAS THE MODEST ALEF, AND GOD REWARDED IT LATER FOR ITS HUMILITY BY GIVING IT THE FIRST PLACE IN THE DECALOGUE.
THE 1ST DAY
ON THE FIRST DAY OF CREATION GOD PRODUCED TEN THINGS: THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, TOHU AND BOHU, LIGHT AND DARKNESS, WIND AND WATER, THE DURATION OF THE DAY AND THE DURATION OF THE NIGHT. THOUGH THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH CONSIST OF ENTIRELY DIFFERENT ELEMENTS, THEY WERE YET CREATED AS A UNIT, "LIKE THE POT AND ITS COVER." THE HEAVENS WERE FASHIONED FROM THE LIGHT OF GOD'S GARMENT, AND THE EARTH FROM THE SNOW UNDER THE DIVINE THRONE. TOHU IS A GREEN BAND WHICH ENCOMPASSES THE WHOLE WORLD, AND DISPENSES DARKNESS, AND BOHU CONSISTS OF STONES IN THE ABYSS, THE PRODUCERS OF THE WATERS. THE LIGHT CREATED AT THE VERY BEGINNING [JOHN 1:1-18] IS NOT THE SAME AS THE LIGHT EMITTED BY THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE STARS, WHICH APPEARED ONLY ON THE FOURTH DAY. THE LIGHT OF THE FIRST DAY WAS OF A SORT THAT WOULD HAVE ENABLED MAN TO SEE THE WORLD AT A GLANCE FROM ONE END TO THE OTHER. ANTICIPATING THE WICKEDNESS OF THE SINFUL [SEXUAL] GENERATIONS OF THE DELUGE AND THE TOWER OF BABEL, WHO WERE UNWORTHY TO ENJOY THE BLESSING OF SUCH LIGHT, GOD CONCEALED IT, BUT IN THE WORLD TO COME IT WILL APPEAR TO THE PIOUS IN ALL ITS PRISTINE GLORY. SEVERAL HEAVENS WERE CREATED, SEVEN IN FACT, EACH TO SERVE A PURPOSE OF ITS OWN. THE FIRST, THE ONE VISIBLE TO MAN, HAS NO FUNCTION EXCEPT THAT OF COVERING UP THE LIGHT DURING THE NIGHT TIME, THEREFORE, IT DISAPPEARS EVERY MORNING. THE PLANETS ARE FASTENED TO THE SECOND OF THE HEAVENS, IN THE THIRD THE MANNA IS MADE FOR THE PIOUS IN THE HEREAFTER, THE FOURTH CONTAINS THE CELESTIAL JERUSALEM TOGETHER WITH THE TEMPLE, IN WHICH MICHAEL MINISTERS AS HIGH PRIEST, AND OFFERS THE SOULS OF THE PIOUS AS SACRIFICES. IN THE FIFTH HEAVEN, THE ANGEL HOSTS RESIDE, AND SING THE PRAISE OF GOD, THOUGH ONLY DURING THE NIGHT, FOR BY DAY IT IS THE TASK OF ISRAEL ON EARTH TO GIVE GLORY TO GOD ON HIGH. THE SIXTH HEAVEN IS AN UNCANNY SPOT, THERE ORIGINATE MOST OF THE TRIALS AND VISITATIONS ORDAINED FOR THE EARTH AND ITS INHABITANTS. SNOW LIES HEAPED UP THERE AND HAIL, THERE ARE LOFTS FULL OF NOXIOUS DEW, MAGAZINES STOCKED WITH STORMS, AND CELLARS HOLDING RESERVES OF SMOKE. DOORS OF FIRE SEPARATE THESE CELESTIAL CHAMBERS, WHICH ARE UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF THE ARCHANGEL METATRON [ENOCH]. THEIR PERNICIOUS CONTENTS [SEXUALLY] DEFILED THE HEAVENS UNTIL DAVID'S TIME. THE PIOUS KING PRAYED GOD TO PURGE HIS EXALTED DWELLING OF WHATEVER WAS [SEXUALLY] PREGNANT WITH EVIL, IT WAS NOT BECOMING THAT SUCH THINGS SHOULD EXIST NEAR THE MERCIFUL ONE. ONLY THEN THEY WERE REMOVED TO THE EARTH. THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, ON THE OTHER HAND, CONTAINS NAUGHT BUT WHAT IS GOOD AND BEAUTIFUL: RIGHT, JUSTICE, AND MERCY, THE STOREHOUSES OF LIFE, PEACE, AND BLESSING, THE SOULS OF THE PIOUS, THE SOULS AND SPIRITS OF UNBORN GENERATIONS, THE DEW WITH WHICH GOD WILL REVIVE THE DEAD ON THE RESURRECTION DAY, AND, ABOVE ALL, THE DIVINE THRONE, SURROUNDED BY THE SERAPHIM, THE OFANIM, THE HOLY HAYYOT, AND THE MINISTERING ANGELS. CORRESPONDING TO THE SEVEN HEAVENS, GOD CREATED SEVEN EARTHS, EACH SEPARATED FROM THE NEXT BY FIVE LAYERS. OVER THE LOWEST EARTH, THE SEVENTH, CALLED EREZ, LIE IN SUCCESSION THE ABYSS, THE TOHU, THE BOHU, A SEA, AND WATERS. THEN THE SIXTH EARTH IS REACHED, THE ADAMAH, THE SCENE OF THE MAGNIFICENCE OF GOD. IN THE SAME WAY THE ADAMAH IS SEPARATED FROM THE FIFTH EARTH, THE ARKA, WHICH CONTAINS GEHENNA, AND SHA'ARE MAWET, AND SHA'ARE ZALMAWET, AND BEER SHAHAT, AND TIT HA-YAWEN, AND ABADDON, AND SHEOL, AND THERE THE SOULS OF THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED ARE GUARDED BY THE ANGELS OF DESTRUCTION. IN THE SAME WAY ARKA IS FOLLOWED BY HARABAH, THE DRY, THE PLACE OF BROOKS AND STREAMS IN SPITE OF ITS NAME, AS THE NEXT, CALLED YABBASHAH, THE MAINLAND, CONTAINS THE RIVERS AND THE SPRINGS. TEBEL, THE SECOND EARTH, IS THE FIRST MAINLAND INHABITED BY LIVING CREATURES, THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE SPECIES, ALL ESSENTIALLY DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF OUR OWN EARTH. SOME HAVE HUMAN HEADS SET ON THE BODY OF A LION, OR A SERPENT, OR AN OX, OTHERS HAVE HUMAN BODIES TOPPED BY THE HEAD OF ONE OF THESE ANIMALS. BESIDES, TEBEL IS INHABITED BY HUMAN BEINGS WITH TWO HEADS AND FOUR HANDS AND FEET, IN FACT WITH ALL THEIR ORGANS DOUBLED EXCEPTING ONLY THE TRUNK. IT HAPPENS SOMETIMES THAT THE PARTS OF THESE DOUBLE PERSONS QUARREL WITH EACH OTHER, ESPECIALLY WHILE EATING AND DRINKING, WHEN EACH CLAIMS THE BEST AND LARGEST PORTIONS FOR HIMSELF. THIS SPECIES OF MANKIND IS DISTINGUISHED FOR GREAT PIETY, ANOTHER DIFFERENCE BETWEEN IT AND THE INHABITANTS OF OUR EARTH. OUR OWN EARTH IS CALLED HELED, AND, LIKE THE OTHERS, IT IS SEPARATED FROM THE TEBEL BY AN ABYSS, THE TOHU, THE BOHU, A SEA, AND WATERS. THUS, ONE EARTH RISES ABOVE THE OTHER, FROM THE FIRST TO THE SEVENTH, AND OVER THE SEVENTH EARTH THE HEAVENS ARE VAULTED, FROM THE FIRST TO THE SEVENTH, THE LAST OF THEM ATTACHED TO THE [TERRIBLE] ARM OF GOD. THE SEVEN HEAVENS FORM A UNITY, THE SEVEN KINDS OF EARTH FORM A UNITY, AND THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH TOGETHER ALSO FORM A UNITY. WHEN GOD MADE OUR PRESENT HEAVENS AND OUR PRESENT EARTH, "THE NEW HEAVENS AND THE NEW EARTH" WERE ALSO BROUGHT FORTH, YEA, AND THE HUNDRED AND NINETY-SIX THOUSAND WORLDS WHICH GOD CREATED UNTO HIS OWN GLORY [HEBREWS 1:1-2]. IT TAKES FIVE HUNDRED YEARS TO WALK FROM THE EARTH TO THE HEAVENS, AND FROM ONE END OF A HEAVEN TO THE OTHER, AND ALSO FROM ONE HEAVEN TO THE NEXT, AND IT TAKES THE SAME LENGTH OF TIME TO TRAVEL FROM THE EAST TO THE WEST, OR FROM THE SOUTH TO THE NORTH. OF ALL THIS VAST WORLD ONLY ONE-THIRD IS INHABITED, THE OTHER TWO-THIRDS BEING EQUALLY DIVIDED BETWEEN WATER AND WASTE DESERT LAND. BEYOND THE INHABITED PARTS TO THE EAST IS PARADISE WITH ITS SEVEN DIVISIONS, EACH ASSIGNED TO THE PIOUS OF A CERTAIN DEGREE. THE OCEAN IS SITUATED TO THE WEST, AND IT IS DOTTED WITH ISLANDS UPON ISLANDS, INHABITED BY MANY DIFFERENT PEOPLES. BEYOND IT, IN TURN, ARE THE BOUNDLESS STEPPES FULL OF SERPENTS AND SCORPIONS, AND DESTITUTE OF EVERY SORT OF VEGETATION, WHETHER HERBS OR TREES. TO THE NORTH ARE THE SUPPLIES OF HELL-FIRE, OF SNOW, HAIL, SMOKE, ICE, DARKNESS, AND WINDSTORMS, AND IN THAT VICINITY SOJOURN ALL SORTS OF DEVILS, DEMONS, AND MALIGN SPIRITS. THEIR DWELLING-PLACE IS A GREAT STRETCH OF LAND, IT WOULD TAKE FIVE HUNDRED YEARS TO TRAVERSE IT. BEYOND LIES HELL. TO THE SOUTH IS THE CHAMBER CONTAINING RESERVES OF FIRE, THE CAVE OF SMOKE, AND THE FORGE OF BLASTS AND HURRICANES. THUS, IT COMES THAT THE WIND BLOWING FROM THE SOUTH BRINGS HEAT AND SULTRINESS TO THE EARTH. WERE IT NOT FOR THE ANGEL BEN NEZ, THE WINGED, WHO KEEPS THE SOUTH WIND BACK WITH HIS PINIONS, THE WORLD WOULD BE CONSUMED, BESIDES, THE FURY OF ITS BLAST IS TEMPERED BY THE NORTH WIND, WHICH ALWAYS APPEARS AS MODERATOR, WHATEVER, OTHER WIND MAY BE BLOWING IN THE EAST, THE WEST, AND THE SOUTH, HEAVEN AND EARTH TOUCH EACH OTHER, BUT THE NORTH GOD LEFT UNFINISHED, THAT ANY MAN WHO ANNOUNCED HIMSELF AS A GOD MIGHT BE SET THE TASK OF SUPPLYING THE DEFICIENCY, AND STAND CONVICTED AS A PRETENDER. THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE EARTH WAS BEGUN AT THE CENTRE, WITH THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE TEMPLE, THE EBEN SHETIYAH, FOR THE HOLY LAND IS AT THE CENTRAL POINT OF THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH, JERUSALEM IS AT THE CENTRAL POINT OF PALESTINE, AND THE TEMPLE IS SITUATED AT THE CENTRE OF THE HOLY CITY. IN THE SANCTUARY ITSELF THE HEKAL IS THE CENTRE, AND THE HOLY ARK OCCUPIES THE CENTRE OF THE HEKAL, BUILT ON THE FOUNDATION STONE, WHICH THUS IS AT THE CENTRE OF THE EARTH. THENCE ISSUED THE FIRST RAY OF LIGHT, PIERCING TO THE HOLY LAND, AND FROM THERE ILLUMINATING THE WHOLE EARTH. THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, HOWEVER, COULD NOT TAKE PLACE UNTIL GOD HAD BANISHED THE RULER OF THE DARK. "RETIRE," GOD SAID TO HIM, "FOR I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO CREATE THE WORLD BY MEANS OF LIGHT." ONLY AFTER THE LIGHT HAD BEEN FASHIONED, DARKNESS AROSE, THE LIGHT RULING IN THE SKY, THE DARKNESS ON THE EARTH. THE POWER OF GOD DISPLAYED ITSELF NOT ONLY IN THE CREATION OF THE WORLD OF THINGS, BUT EQUALLY IN THE LIMITATIONS WHICH HE IMPOSED UPON EACH. THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH STRETCHED THEMSELVES OUT IN LENGTH AND BREADTH AS THOUGH THEY ASPIRED TO INFINITUDE, AND IT REQUIRED THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD TO CALL A HALT TO THEIR ENCROACHMENTS.
THE 2ND DAY
ON THE SECOND DAY GOD BROUGHT FORTH FOUR CREATIONS, THE FIRMAMENT, HELL, FIRE, AND THE ANGELS. THE FIRMAMENT IS NOT THE SAME AS THE HEAVENS OF THE FIRST DAY. IT IS THE CRYSTAL STRETCHED FORTH OVER THE HEADS OF THE HAYYOT, FROM WHICH THE HEAVENS DERIVE THEIR LIGHT, AS THE EARTH DERIVES ITS LIGHT FROM THE SUN. THIS FIRMAMENT SAVES THE EARTH FROM BEING ENGULFED BY THE WATERS OF THE HEAVENS, IT FORMS THE PARTITION BETWEEN THE WATERS ABOVE AND THE WATERS BELOW. IT WAS MADE TO CRYSTALLIZE INTO THE SOLID IT IS BY THE HEAVENLY FIRE, WHICH BROKE ITS BOUNDS, AND CONDENSED THE SURFACE OF THE FIRMAMENT. THUS, FIRE MADE A DIVISION BETWEEN THE CELESTIAL AND THE TERRESTRIAL AT THE TIME OF CREATION, AS IT DID AT THE REVELATION ON MOUNT SINAI. THE FIRMAMENT IS NOT MORE THAN THREE FINGERS THICK, NEVERTHELESS IT DIVIDES TWO SUCH HEAVY BODIES AS THE WATERS BELOW, WHICH ARE THE FOUNDATIONS FOR THE NETHER WORLD, AND THE WATERS ABOVE, WHICH ARE THE FOUNDATIONS FOR THE SEVEN HEAVENS, THE DIVINE THRONE, AND THE ABODE OF THE ANGELS. THE SEPARATION OF THE WATERS INTO UPPER AND LOWER WATERS WAS THE ONLY ACT OF THE SORT DONE BY GOD IN CONNECTION WITH THE WORK OF CREATION. ALL OTHER ACTS WERE UNIFYING. IT THEREFORE CAUSED SOME DIFFICULTIES. WHEN GOD COMMANDED, "LET THE WATERS BE GATHERED TOGETHER, UNTO ONE PLACE, AND LET THE DRY LAND APPEAR," CERTAIN PARTS REFUSED TO OBEY. THEY EMBRACED EACH OTHER ALL THE MORE CLOSELY. IN HIS WRATH AT THE WATERS, GOD DETERMINED TO LET THE WHOLE OF CREATION RESOLVE ITSELF INTO CHAOS AGAIN. HE SUMMONED THE ANGEL OF THE FACE, AND ORDERED HIM TO DESTROY THE WORLD [ISAIAH 24:1-23]. THE ANGEL OPENED HIS EYES WIDE, AND SCORCHING FIRES AND THICK CLOUDS ROLLED FORTH FROM THEM, WHILE HE CRIED OUT, "HE WHO DIVIDES THE RED SEA IN SUNDER!"--AND THE REBELLIOUS [SEXUAL] WATERS STOOD. THE ALL, HOWEVER, WAS STILL IN DANGER OF DESTRUCTION. THEN BEGAN THE SINGER OF GOD'S PRAISES: "O LORD OF THE WORLD, IN DAYS TO COME THY CREATURES WILL SING PRAISES WITHOUT END TO THEE, THEY WILL BLESS THEE BOUNDLESSLY, AND THEY WILL GLORIFY THEE WITHOUT MEASURE. THOU WILT SET ABRAHAM APART FROM ALL MANKIND AS THINE OWN, ONE OF HIS SONS THOU WILT CALL 'MY FIRST-BORN'; AND HIS DESCENDANTS WILL TAKE THE YOKE OF THY KINGDOM UPON THEMSELVES. IN HOLINESS AND PURITY, THOU, WILT BESTOW THY TORAH UPON THEM, WITH THE WORDS, 'I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD,' WHEREUNTO THEY WILL MAKE ANSWER, 'ALL THAT GOD HATH SPOKEN WE WILL DO.' AND NOW I BESEECH THEE, HAVE PITY UPON THY WORLD, DESTROY IT NOT, FOR IF THOU DESTROYEST IT, WHO WILL FULFILL THY WILL?" GOD WAS PACIFIED, HE WITHDREW THE [SEXLESS] COMMAND ORDAINING THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WORLD, BUT THE WATERS HE PUT UNDER THE MOUNTAINS, TO REMAIN THERE FOREVER. THE OBJECTION OF THE LOWER WATERS TO [TRUE HOLY] DIVISION AND SEPARATION [ALIENATION] WAS NOT THEIR ONLY REASON FOR [SEXUALLY] REBELLING. THE WATERS HAD BEEN THE FIRST TO GIVE PRAISE TO GOD, AND WHEN THEIR SEPARATION INTO UPPER AND LOWER WAS DECREED, THE WATERS ABOVE REJOICED, SAYING, "BLESSED ARE WE WHO ARE PRIVILEGED TO ABIDE NEAR OUR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND NEAR HIS HOLY THRONE." JUBILATING THUS, THEY FLEW UPWARD, AND UTTERED SONG AND PRAISE TO THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE WORLD. SADNESS FELL UPON THE WATERS BELOW. THEY LAMENTED: "WOE UNTO US, WE HAVE NOT BEEN FOUND WORTHY TO DWELL IN THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF GOD, AND PRAISE HIM TOGETHER WITH OUR COMPANIONS." THEREFORE, THEY ATTEMPTED TO RISE UPWARD, UNTIL GOD REPULSED THEM, AND PRESSED THEM UNDER THE EARTH. YET THEY WERE NOT LEFT UNREWARDED FOR THEIR LOYALTY. WHENEVER THE WATERS ABOVE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO GIVE PRAISE TO GOD, THEY MUST FIRST SEEK PERMISSION FROM THE WATERS BELOW. THE SECOND DAY OF CREATION WAS AN UNTOWARD DAY IN MORE THAN THE ONE RESPECT THAT IT INTRODUCED A BREACH WHERE BEFORE THERE HAD BEEN NOTHING BUT UNITY, FOR IT WAS THE DAY THAT SAW ALSO THE CREATION OF HELL. THEREFORE, GOD COULD NOT SAY OF THIS DAY AS OF THE OTHERS, THAT HE "SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD." A DIVISION MAY BE NECESSARY, BUT IT CANNOT BE CALLED GOOD, AND HELL SURELY DOES NOT DESERVE THE ATTRIBUTE OF GOOD. HELL HAS SEVEN DIVISIONS, ONE BENEATH THE OTHER. THEY ARE CALLED SHEOL, ABADDON, BEER SHAHAT, TIT HA-YAWEN, SHA'ARE MAWET, SHA'ARE ZALMAWET: AND GEHENNA. IT REQUIRES THREE HUNDRED YEARS TO TRAVERSE THE HEIGHT, OR THE WIDTH, OR THE DEPTH OF EACH DIVISION, AND IT WOULD TAKE SIX THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED YEARS TO GO OVER A TRACT OF LAND EQUAL IN EXTENT TO THE SEVEN DIVISIONS. EACH OF THE SEVEN DIVISIONS IN TURN HAS SEVEN SUBDIVISIONS, AND IN EACH COMPARTMENT, THERE ARE SEVEN RIVERS OF FIRE AND SEVEN OF HAIL. THE WIDTH OF EACH IS ONE THOUSAND ELLS [8.5 MILES], ITS DEPTH ONE THOUSAND, AND ITS LENGTH THREE HUNDRED, AND THEY FLOW ONE FROM THE OTHER, AND ARE SUPERVISED BY NINETY THOUSAND ANGELS OF DESTRUCTION. THERE ARE, BESIDES, IN EVERY COMPARTMENT SEVEN THOUSAND CAVES, IN EVERY CAVE THERE ARE SEVEN THOUSAND CREVICES, AND IN EVERY CREVICE SEVEN THOUSAND SCORPIONS. EVERY SCORPION HAS THREE HUNDRED RINGS, AND IN EVERY RING SEVEN THOUSAND POUCHES OF VENOM, FROM WHICH FLOW SEVEN RIVERS OF DEADLY POISON. IF A MAN HANDLES IT, HE IMMEDIATELY BURSTS, EVERY LIMB IS TORN FROM HIS BODY, HIS BOWELS ARE CLEFT ASUNDER, AND HE [SEXUALLY] FALLS UPON HIS FACE. THERE ARE ALSO FIVE DIFFERENT KINDS OF FIRE IN HELL. ONE DEVOURS AND ABSORBS, ANOTHER DEVOURS AND DOES NOT ABSORB, WHILE THE THIRD ABSORBS AND DOES NOT DEVOUR, AND THERE IS STILL ANOTHER FIRE, WHICH NEITHER DEVOURS NOR ABSORBS, AND FURTHERMORE A FIRE WHICH DEVOURS FIRE. THERE ARE COALS BIG AS MOUNTAINS, AND COALS BIG AS HILLS, AND COALS AS LARGE AS THE DEAD SEA, AND COALS LIKE HUGE STONES, AND THERE ARE RIVERS OF PITCH AND SULPHUR FLOWING AND SEETHING LIKE LIVE COALS. THE THIRD CREATION OF THE SECOND DAY WAS THE ANGEL HOSTS, BOTH THE MINISTERING ANGELS AND THE ANGELS OF PRAISE. THE REASON THEY HAD NOT BEEN CALLED INTO BEING ON THE FIRST DAY WAS, LEST MEN BELIEVE THAT THE ANGELS ASSISTED GOD IN THE CREATION OF THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH. THE ANGELS THAT ARE FASHIONED FROM FIRE HAVE FORMS OF FIRE, BUT ONLY SO LONG AS THEY REMAIN IN HEAVEN. WHEN THEY DESCEND TO EARTH, TO DO THE BIDDING OF GOD HERE BELOW, EITHER THEY ARE CHANGED INTO WIND, OR THEY ASSUME THE GUISE OF MEN. THERE ARE TEN RANKS OR DEGREES AMONG THE ANGELS. THE MOST EXALTED IN RANK ARE THOSE SURROUNDING THE DIVINE THRONE ON ALL SIDES, TO THE RIGHT, TO THE LEFT, IN FRONT, AND BEHIND, UNDER THE [SEXLESS] LEADERSHIP OF THE ARCHANGELS MICHAEL, GABRIEL, URIEL, AND RAPHAEL. ALL THE CELESTIAL BEINGS PRAISE GOD WITH THE WORDS, "HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, IS THE LORD OF HOSTS," BUT MEN TAKE PRECEDENCE OF THE ANGELS HEREIN. THEY MAY NOT BEGIN THEIR SONG OF PRAISE UNTIL THE EARTHLY BEINGS HAVE BROUGHT THEIR HOMAGE TO GOD. ESPECIALLY ISRAEL IS PREFERRED TO THE ANGELS. WHEN THEY ENCIRCLE THE DIVINE THRONE IN THE FORM OF FIERY MOUNTAINS AND FLAMING HILLS, AND ATTEMPT TO RAISE THEIR VOICES IN ADORATION OF THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], GOD SILENCES THEM WITH THE WORDS, "KEEP QUIET UNTIL I HAVE HEARD THE SONGS, PRAISES, PRAYERS, AND SWEET MELODIES OF ISRAEL." ACCORDINGLY, THE MINISTERING ANGELS AND ALL THE OTHER CELESTIAL HOSTS WAIT UNTIL THE LAST TONES OF ISRAEL'S DOXOLOGIES RISING ALOFT FROM EARTH HAVE DIED AWAY, AND THEN THEY PROCLAIM IN A LOUD VOICE, "HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, IS THE LORD OF HOSTS." WHEN THE HOUR FOR THE GLORIFICATION OF GOD BY THE ANGELS DRAWS NIGH, THE AUGUST DIVINE HERALD, THE ANGEL SHAM'IEL, STEPS TO THE WINDOWS OF THE LOWEST HEAVEN TO HEARKEN TO THE SONGS, PRAYERS, AND PRAISES THAT ASCEND FROM THE SYNAGOGUES AND THE HOUSES OF LEARNING, AND WHEN THEY ARE FINISHED, HE ANNOUNCES THE END TO THE ANGELS IN ALL THE HEAVENS. THE MINISTERING ANGELS, THOSE WHO COME IN CONTACT WITH THE SUBLUNARY WORLD, NOW REPAIR TO THEIR CHAMBERS TO TAKE THEIR [SEXLESS] PURIFICATION BATH. THEY DIVE INTO A STREAM OF FIRE AND FLAME SEVEN TIMES, AND THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE TIMES THEY EXAMINE THEMSELVES CAREFULLY, TO MAKE SURE THAT NO [SEXUAL] TAINT CLINGS TO THEIR BODIES. ONLY THEN THEY FEEL PRIVILEGED TO MOUNT THE FIERY LADDER AND JOIN THE ANGELS OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, AND SURROUND THE THRONE OF GOD WITH HASHMAL AND ALL THE HOLY HAYYOT. ADORNED WITH MILLIONS OF FIERY CROWNS, ARRAYED IN FIERY GARMENTS, ALL THE ANGELS IN UNISON, IN THE SAME WORDS, AND WITH THE SAME MELODY, INTONE SONGS OF PRAISE TO GOD.
THE 3RD DAY
UP TO THIS TIME THE EARTH WAS A PLAIN, AND WHOLLY COVERED WITH WATER. SCARCELY HAD THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF GOD, "LET THE WATERS BE GATHERED TOGETHER," MADE THEMSELVES HEARD, WHEN MOUNTAINS APPEARED ALL OVER AND HILLS, AND THE WATER COLLECTED IN THE DEEP-LYING BASINS. BUT THE WATER WAS RECALCITRANT, IT RESISTED THE ORDER TO OCCUPY THE LOWLY SPOTS, AND THREATENED TO OVERFLOW THE EARTH, UNTIL GOD FORCED IT BACK INTO THE SEA, AND ENCIRCLED THE SEA WITH SAND. NOW, WHENEVER THE WATER IS [SEXUALLY] TEMPTED TO TRANSGRESS ITS BOUNDS, IT BEHOLDS THE SAND, AND RECOILS. THE WATERS DID BUT IMITATE THEIR CHIEF RAHAB, THE ANGEL OF THE SEA, WHO [SEXUALLY] REBELLED AT THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. GOD HAD COMMANDED RAHAB TO TAKE IN THE WATER. BUT HE REFUSED, SAYING, "I HAVE ENOUGH." THE PUNISHMENT FOR HIS DISOBEDIENCE WAS DEATH. HIS BODY RESTS IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA, THE WATER DISPELLING THE FOUL [SEXUAL] ODOR THAT EMANATES FROM IT. THE MAIN CREATION OF THE THIRD DAY WAS THE REALM OF PLANTS, THE TERRESTRIAL PLANTS AS WELL AS THE PLANTS OF PARADISE. FIRST OF ALL, THE CEDARS OF LEBANON AND THE OTHER GREAT TREES WERE MADE. IN THEIR [SEXUAL] PRIDE AT HAVING BEEN PUT FIRST, THEY SHOT UP HIGH IN THE AIR. THEY CONSIDERED THEMSELVES THE FAVORED AMONG PLANTS. THEN GOD SPAKE, "I HATE [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE AND [SEXUAL] PRIDE, FOR I ALONE AM EXALTED, AND NONE, BESIDES," AND HE CREATED THE IRON ON THE SAME DAY, THE SUBSTANCE WITH WHICH TREES ARE FELLED DOWN. THE TREES BEGAN TO WEEP, AND WHEN GOD ASKED THE REASON OF THEIR TEARS, THEY SAID: "WE CRY BECAUSE THOU HAST CREATED THE IRON TO UPROOT US THEREWITH. ALL THE WHILE WE HAD THOUGHT OURSELVES THE [MOST] HIGHEST OF THE EARTH, AND NOW THE IRON, OUR DESTROYER, HAS BEEN CALLED INTO EXISTENCE." GOD REPLIED: "YOU YOURSELVES WILL FURNISH THE AXE WITH A HANDLE. WITHOUT YOUR ASSISTANCE THE IRON WILL NOT BE ABLE TO DO AUGHT AGAINST YOU." THE COMMAND TO BEAR SEED AFTER THEIR KIND WAS GIVEN TO THE TREES ALONE. BUT THE VARIOUS SORTS OF GRASS REASONED, THAT IF GOD HAD NOT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED DIVISIONS ACCORDING TO CLASSES, HE WOULD NOT HAVE INSTRUCTED THE TREES TO BEAR FRUIT AFTER THEIR KIND WITH THE SEED THEREOF IN IT, ESPECIALLY AS TREES ARE INCLINED OF THEIR OWN ACCORD TO DIVIDE THEMSELVES INTO SPECIES. THE GRASSES THEREFORE REPRODUCED THEMSELVES ALSO AFTER THEIR KINDS. THIS PROMPTED THE EXCLAMATION OF THE PRINCE OF THE WORLD, "LET THE GLORY OF THE LORD ENDURE FOREVER, LET THE LORD REJOICE IN HIS WORKS [ACTS 15:18]." THE MOST IMPORTANT WORK DONE ON THE THIRD DAY WAS THE CREATION OF PARADISE. TWO GATES OF CARBUNCLE FORM THE ENTRANCE TO PARADISE, AND SIXTY MYRIADS OF MINISTERING ANGELS KEEP WATCH OVER THEM. EACH OF THESE ANGELS SHINES WITH THE LUSTRE OF THE HEAVENS. WHEN THE JUST MAN APPEARS BEFORE THE GATES, THE CLOTHES IN WHICH HE WAS BURIED ARE TAKEN OFF HIM, AND THE ANGELS ARRAY HIM IN SEVEN GARMENTS OF CLOUDS OF GLORY, AND PLACE UPON HIS HEAD TWO CROWNS, ONE OF PRECIOUS STONES AND PEARLS, THE OTHER OF GOLD OF PARVAIM, AND THEY PUT EIGHT MYRTLES IN HIS HAND, AND THEY UTTER PRAISES BEFORE HIM AND SAY TO HIM, "GO THY WAY, AND EAT THY BREAD WITH JOY." AND THEY LEAD HIM TO A PLACE FULL OF RIVERS, SURROUNDED BY EIGHT HUNDRED KINDS OF ROSES AND MYRTLES. EACH ONE HAS A CANOPY ACCORDING TO HIS [SEXLESS] MERITS, AND UNDER IT FLOW FOUR RIVERS, ONE OF MILK, THE OTHER OF BALSAM, THE THIRD OF WINE, AND THE FOURTH OF HONEY. EVERY CANOPY IS OVERGROWN BY A VINE OF GOLD, AND THIRTY PEARLS HANG FROM IT, EACH OF THEM SHINING LIKE VENUS. UNDER EACH CANOPY THERE IS A TABLE OF PRECIOUS STONES AND PEARLS, AND SIXTY ANGELS STAND AT THE HEAD OF EVERY JUST MAN, SAYING UNTO HIM: "GO AND EAT WITH JOY OF THE HONEY, FOR THOU HAST BUSIED THYSELF WITH THE TORAH, AND SHE IS SWEETER THAN HONEY, AND DRINK OF THE WINE PRESERVED IN THE GRAPE SINCE THE SIX DAYS OF CREATION, FOR THOU HAST BUSIED THYSELF WITH THE TORAH, AND SHE IS COMPARED TO WINE." THE LEAST FAIR OF THE JUST IS BEAUTIFUL AS JOSEPH AND RABBI JOHANAN, AND AS THE GRAINS OF A SILVER POMEGRANATE UPON WHICH FALL THE RAYS OF THE SUN. THERE IS NO LIGHT, "FOR THE LIGHT OF THE RIGHTEOUS IS THE SHINING LIGHT." AND THEY UNDERGO FOUR TRANSFORMATIONS EVERY DAY, PASSING THROUGH FOUR STATES. IN THE FIRST THE RIGHTEOUS IS CHANGED INTO A CHILD. HE ENTERS THE DIVISION FOR CHILDREN, AND TASTES THE JOYS OF CHILDHOOD. THEN HE IS CHANGED INTO A YOUTH, AND ENTERS THE DIVISION FOR THE YOUTHS, WITH WHOM HE ENJOYS THE [SEXLESS] DELIGHTS OF YOUTH. NEXT, HE BECOMES AN ADULT, IN THE PRIME OF LIFE, AND HE ENTERS THE DIVISION OF MEN, AND ENJOYS THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURES OF MANHOOD. FINALLY, HE IS CHANGED INTO AN OLD MAN. HE ENTERS THE DIVISION FOR THE OLD, AND ENJOYS THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURES OF AGE. THERE ARE EIGHTY MYRIADS OF TREES IN EVERY CORNER OF PARADISE, THE MEANEST AMONG THEM CHOICER THAN ALL THE SPICE TREES. IN EVERY CORNER THERE ARE SIXTY MYRIADS OF ANGELS SINGING WITH SWEET VOICES, AND THE TREE OF LIFE STANDS IN THE MIDDLE AND SHADES THE WHOLE OF PARADISE. IT HAS FIFTEEN THOUSAND TASTES, EACH DIFFERENT FROM THE OTHER, AND THE PERFUMES THEREOF VARY LIKEWISE. OVER IT HANG SEVEN CLOUDS OF GLORY, AND WINDS BLOW UPON IT FROM ALL FOUR SIDES, SO THAT ITS [SEXLESS] ODOR IS WAFTED FROM ONE END OF THE WORLD TO THE OTHER. UNDERNEATH SIT THE SCHOLARS AND EXPLAIN THE TORAH. OVER EACH OF THEM TWO CANOPIES ARE SPREAD, ONE OF STARS, THE OTHER OF SUN AND MOON, AND A CURTAIN OF CLOUDS OF GLORY SEPARATES THE ONE CANOPY FROM THE OTHER. BEYOND PARADISE BEGINS EDEN, CONTAINING THREE HUNDRED AND TEN WORLDS AND SEVEN COMPARTMENTS FOR SEVEN DIFFERENT CLASSES OF THE PIOUS. IN THE FIRST ARE "THE MARTYR VICTIMS OF THE GOVERNMENT," LIKE RABBI AKIBA AND HIS COLLEAGUES, IN THE SECOND THOSE WHO WERE DROWNED, IN THE THIRD RABBI JOHANAN BEN ZAKKAI AND HIS DISCIPLES, IN THE FOURTH THOSE WHO WERE CARRIED OFF IN THE CLOUD OF GLORY, IN THE FIFTH THE PENITENTS, WHO OCCUPY A PLACE WHICH EVEN A PERFECTLY PIOUS MAN CANNOT OBTAIN, IN THE SIXTH ARE THE YOUTHS WHO HAVE NOT TASTED OF [SEXUAL] SIN IN THEIR LIVES, IN THE SEVENTH ARE THOSE POOR WHO STUDIED BIBLE AND MISHNAH, AND LED A LIFE OF SELF-RESPECTING DECENCY. AND GOD SITS IN THE MIDST OF THEM AND EXPOUNDS THE TORAH TO THEM. AS FOR THE SEVEN DIVISIONS OF PARADISE, EACH OF THEM IS TWELVE MYRIADS OF MILES IN WIDTH AND TWELVE MYRIADS OF MILES IN LENGTH. IN THE FIRST DIVISION DWELL THE PROSELYTES WHO EMBRACED JUDAISM OF THEIR OWN FREE WILL, NOT FROM [SEXUAL] COMPULSION. THE WALLS ARE OF GLASS AND THE WAINSCOTING OF CEDAR. THE PROPHET OBADIAH, HIMSELF A PROSELYTE, IS THE OVERSEER OF THIS FIRST DIVISION. THE SECOND DIVISION IS BUILT OF SILVER, AND THE WAINSCOTING THEREOF IS OF CEDAR. HERE DWELL THOSE WHO HAVE REPENTED, AND MANASSEH, THE PENITENT SON OF HEZEKIAH, PRESIDES OVER THEM. THE THIRD DIVISION IS BUILT OF SILVER AND GOLD. HERE DWELL ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND ALL THE ISRAELITES WHO CAME OUT OF EGYPT, AND THE WHOLE GENERATION THAT LIVED IN THE DESERT. ALSO, DAVID IS THERE, TOGETHER WITH ALL HIS SONS EXCEPT ABSALOM, ONE OF THEM, CHILEAB, STILL ALIVE. AND ALL THE KINGS OF JUDAH ARE THERE, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF MANASSEH, THE SON OF HEZEKIAH, WHO PRESIDES IN THE SECOND DIVISION, OVER THE PENITENTS. MOSES AND AARON PRESIDE OVER THE THIRD DIVISION. HERE ARE PRECIOUS VESSELS OF SILVER AND GOLD AND JEWELS AND CANOPIES AND BEDS AND THRONES AND LAMPS, OF GOLD, OF PRECIOUS STONES, AND OF PEARLS, THE BEST OF EVERYTHING THERE IS IN HEAVEN. THE FOURTH DIVISION IS BUILT OF BEAUTIFUL RUBIES, AND ITS WAINSCOTING IS OF OLIVE WOOD. HERE DWELL THE PERFECT AND THE STEADFAST IN FAITH, AND THEIR WAINSCOTING IS OF OLIVE WOOD, BECAUSE THEIR LIVES WERE BITTER AS OLIVES TO THEM. THE FIFTH DIVISION IS BUILT OF SILVER AND GOLD AND REFINED GOLD, AND THE FINEST OF GOLD AND GLASS AND BDELLIUM, AND THROUGH THE MIDST OF IT FLOWS THE RIVER GIHON. THE WAINSCOTING IS OF SILVER AND GOLD, AND A PERFUME BREATHES THROUGH IT MORE EXQUISITE THAN THE PERFUME OF LEBANON. THE COVERINGS OF THE SILVER AND GOLD BEDS ARE MADE OF PURPLE AND BLUE, WOVEN BY EVE, AND OF SCARLET AND THE HAIR OF GOATS, WOVEN BY ANGELS. HERE DWELLS THE MESSIAH ON A PALANQUIN MADE OF THE WOOD OF LEBANON, "THE PILLARS THEREOF OF SILVER, THE BOTTOM OF GOLD, THE SEAT OF IT PURPLE." WITH HIM IS ELIJAH. HE TAKES THE HEAD OF MESSIAH, AND PLACES IT IN HIS BOSOM, AND SAYS TO HIM, "BE QUIET, FOR THE END DRAWETH NIGH." ON EVERY MONDAY AND THURSDAY AND ON SABBATHS [SATURDAYS] AND HOLIDAYS, THE PATRIARCHS COME TO HIM, AND THE TWELVE SONS OF JACOB, AND MOSES, AARON, DAVID, SOLOMON, AND ALL THE KINGS OF ISRAEL AND OF JUDAH, AND THEY WEEP WITH HIM AND COMFORT HIM, AND SAY UNTO HIM, "BE QUIET AND PUT TRUST IN THY [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], FOR THE END DRAWETH NIGH. "ALSO, KORAH AND HIS COMPANY, AND DATHAN, ABIRAM, AND ABSALOM COME TO HIM ON EVERY WEDNESDAY, AND ASK HIM: "HOW LONG BEFORE THE END COMES FULL OF WONDERS? WHEN WILT THOU BRING US LIFE AGAIN, AND FROM THE ABYSSES OF THE EARTH LIFT US?" THE MESSIAH ANSWERS THEM, "GO TO YOUR FATHERS AND ASK THEM", AND WHEN THEY HEAR THIS, THEY ARE ASHAMED, AND DO NOT ASK THEIR FATHERS. IN THE SIXTH DIVISION DWELL THOSE WHO DIED IN PERFORMING A PIOUS ACT, AND IN THE SEVENTH DIVISION THOSE WHO DIED FROM ILLNESS INFLICTED AS AN EXPIATION FOR THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF ISRAEL.
THE 4TH DAY
THE FOURTH DAY OF CREATION PRODUCED THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE STARS. THESE HEAVENLY SPHERES WERE NOT ACTUALLY FASHIONED ON THIS DAY, THEY WERE CREATED ON THE FIRST DAY, AND MERELY WERE ASSIGNED THEIR PLACES IN THE HEAVENS ON THE FOURTH. AT FIRST THE SUN AND THE MOON ENJOYED EQUAL POWERS AND PREROGATIVES. THE MOON SPOKE TO GOD, AND SAID: "O LORD, WHY DIDST THOU CREATE THE WORLD WITH THE LETTER BET?" GOD REPLIED: "THAT IT MIGHT BE MADE KNOWN UNTO MY CREATURES THAT THERE ARE TWO WORLDS." THE MOON: "O LORD: WHICH OF THE TWO WORLDS IS THE LARGER, THIS WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] OR THE WORLD TO COME [NEW UNIVERSE]?" GOD: "THE WORLD TO COME IS THE LARGER." THE MOON: "O LORD, THOU DIDST CREATE TWO WORLDS, A GREATER AND A LESSER WORLD, THOU DIDST CREATE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, THE HEAVEN EXCEEDING THE EARTH, THOU DIDST CREATE FIRE AND WATER, THE WATER STRONGER THAN THE FIRE, BECAUSE IT CAN QUENCH THE FIRE, AND NOW THOU HAST CREATED THE SUN AND THE MOON, AND IT IS BECOMING THAT ONE OF THEM SHOULD BE GREATER THAN THE OTHER." THEN SPAKE GOD TO THE MOON: "I KNOW WELL, THOU WOULDST HAVE ME MAKE THEE GREATER THAN THE SUN. AS A PUNISHMENT I DECREE THAT THOU MAYEST KEEP BUT ONE-SIXTIETH OF THY LIGHT." THE MOON MADE SUPPLICATION: "SHALL I BE PUNISHED SO SEVERELY FOR HAVING SPOKEN A SINGLE WORD?" GOD RELENTED: "IN THE FUTURE WORLD I WILL RESTORE THY LIGHT, SO THAT THY LIGHT MAY AGAIN BE AS THE LIGHT OF THE SUN." THE MOON WAS NOT YET SATISFIED. "O LORD," SHE SAID, "AND THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, HOW GREAT WILL IT BE IN THAT DAY?" THEN THE WRATH OF GOD WAS ONCE MORE ENKINDLED: "WHAT, THOU STILL [SEXUALLY] PLOTTEST AGAINST THE SUN? AS THOU LIVEST, IN THE WORLD TO COME HIS LIGHT SHALL BE SEVENFOLD THE LIGHT HE NOW SHEDS." THE SUN RUNS HIS COURSE LIKE A BRIDEGROOM. HE SITS UPON A THRONE WITH A GARLAND ON HIS HEAD. NINETY-SIX ANGELS ACCOMPANY HIM ON HIS DAILY JOURNEY, IN RELAYS OF EIGHT EVERY HOUR, TWO TO THE LEFT OF HIM, AND TWO TO THE RIGHT, TWO BEFORE HIM, AND TWO BEHIND. STRONG AS HE IS, HE COULD COMPLETE HIS COURSE FROM SOUTH TO NORTH IN A SINGLE INSTANT, BUT THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE ANGELS RESTRAIN HIM BY MEANS OF AS MANY GRAPPLING-IRONS. EVERY DAY ONE, LOOSES HIS HOLD, AND THE SUN MUST THUS SPEND THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE DAYS ON HIS COURSE. THE PROGRESS OF THE SUN IN HIS CIRCUIT IS AN UNINTERRUPTED SONG OF PRAISE TO GOD. AND THIS SONG ALONE MAKES HIS MOTION POSSIBLE. THEREFORE, WHEN JOSHUA WANTED TO BID THE SUN STAND STILL, HE HAD TO COMMAND HIM TO BE SILENT. HIS SONG OF PRAISE HUSHED, THE SUN STOOD STILL. THE SUN IS DOUBLE-FACED, ONE FACE, OF FIRE, IS DIRECTED TOWARD THE EARTH, AND ONE OF HAIL, TOWARD HEAVEN, TO COOL OFF THE PRODIGIOUS HEAT THAT STREAMS FROM THE OTHER FACE, ELSE THE EARTH WOULD CATCH AFIRE. IN WINTER THE SUN TURNS HIS FIERY FACE UPWARD, AND THUS THE COLD IS PRODUCED. WHEN THE SUN DESCENDS IN THE WEST IN THE EVENING, HE DIPS DOWN INTO THE OCEAN AND TAKES A BATH, HIS FIRE IS EXTINGUISHED, AND THEREFORE HE DISPENSES NEITHER LIGHT NOR WARMTH DURING THE NIGHT. BUT AS SOON AS HE REACHES THE EAST IN THE MORNING, HE LAVES HIMSELF IN A STREAM OF FLAME, WHICH IMPARTS WARMTH AND LIGHT TO HIM, AND THESE HE SHEDS OVER THE EARTH. IN THE SAME WAY THE MOON AND THE STARS TAKE A BATH IN A STREAM OF HAIL BEFORE THEY ENTER UPON THEIR SERVICE FOR THE NIGHT. WHEN THE SUN AND THE MOON ARE READY TO START UPON THEIR ROUND OF DUTIES, THEY APPEAR BEFORE GOD, AND BESEECH HIM TO RELIEVE THEM OF THEIR TASK, SO THAT THEY MAY BE SPARED THE SIGHT OF [SEXUAL] SINNING MANKIND. ONLY UPON COMPULSION THEY PROCEED WITH THEIR DAILY COURSE. COMING FROM THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF GOD, THEY ARE BLINDED BY THE RADIANCE IN THE HEAVENS, AND THEY CANNOT FIND THEIR WAY. GOD, THEREFORE, SHOOTS OFF ARROWS, BY THE GLITTERING LIGHT OF WHICH THEY ARE GUIDED. IT IS ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXUAL] SINFULNESS OF MAN, WHICH THE SUN IS FORCED TO CONTEMPLATE ON HIS ROUNDS, THAT HE GROWS WEAKER AS THE TIME OF HIS GOING DOWN APPROACHES, FOR [SEXUAL] SINS HAVE A DEFILING AND ENFEEBLING EFFECT, AND HE DROPS FROM THE HORIZON AS A SPHERE OF BLOOD, FOR BLOOD IS THE SIGN OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION. AS THE SUN SETS FORTH ON HIS COURSE IN THE MORNING, HIS WINGS TOUCH THE LEAVES ON THE TREES OF PARADISE, AND THEIR VIBRATION IS COMMUNICATED TO THE ANGELS AND THE HOLY HAYYOT, TO THE OTHER PLANTS, AND ALSO TO THE TREES AND PLANTS ON EARTH, AND TO ALL THE BEINGS ON EARTH AND IN HEAVEN. IT IS THE SIGNAL FOR THEM ALL TO CAST THEIR EYES UPWARD. AS SOON AS THEY SEE THE INEFFABLE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHICH IS ENGRAVED IN THE SUN, THEY RAISE THEIR VOICES IN SONGS OF PRAISE TO GOD. AT THE SAME MOMENT A HEAVENLY VOICE IS HEARD TO SAY, "WOE TO THE SONS OF MEN THAT CONSIDER NOT THE [SEXLESS] HONOR OF GOD LIKE UNTO THESE CREATURES WHOSE VOICES NOW RISE ALOFT IN ADORATION." THESE WORDS, NATURALLY, ARE NOT HEARD BY MEN, AS LITTLE AS THEY PERCEIVE THE GRATING OF THE SUN AGAINST THE WHEEL TO WHICH ALL THE CELESTIAL BODIES ARE ATTACHED, ALTHOUGH THE NOISE IT MAKES IS EXTRAORDINARILY LOUD. THIS FRICTION OF THE SUN AND THE WHEEL PRODUCES THE MOTES DANCING ABOUT IN THE SUNBEAMS. THEY ARE THE CARRIERS OF HEALING TO THE SICK, THE ONLY HEALTH-GIVING CREATIONS OF THE FOURTH DAY, ON THE WHOLE AN UNFORTUNATE DAY, ESPECIALLY FOR CHILDREN, AFFLICTING THEM WITH [SEXUAL] DISEASE. WHEN GOD PUNISHED THE ENVIOUS MOON BY DIMINISHING HER LIGHT AND SPLENDOR, SO THAT SHE CEASED TO BE THE EQUAL OF THE SUN AS SHE HAD BEEN ORIGINALLY, SHE FELL, AND TINY THREADS WERE LOOSED FROM HER BODY. THESE ARE THE STARS.
THE 5TH DAY
ON THE FIFTH DAY OF CREATION GOD TOOK FIRE AND WATER, AND OUT OF THESE TWO ELEMENTS HE MADE THE FISHES OF THE SEA. THE ANIMALS IN THE WATER ARE MUCH MORE NUMEROUS THAN THOSE ON LAND. FOR EVERY SPECIES ON LAND, EXCEPTING ONLY THE WEASEL, THERE IS A CORRESPONDING SPECIES IN THE WATER, AND, BESIDES, THERE ARE MANY FOUND ONLY IN THE WATER. THE RULER OVER THE SEA-ANIMALS IS LEVIATHAN. WITH ALL THE OTHER FISHES HE WAS MADE ON THE FIFTH DAY. ORIGINALLY, HE WAS CREATED MALE AND FEMALE LIKE ALL THE OTHER ANIMALS. BUT WHEN IT APPEARED THAT A PAIR OF THESE MONSTERS MIGHT ANNIHILATE THE WHOLE EARTH WITH THEIR UNITED STRENGTH, GOD KILLED THE FEMALE. SO ENORMOUS IS LEVIATHAN THAT TO QUENCH HIS THIRST HE NEEDS ALL THE WATER THAT FLOWS FROM THE JORDAN INTO THE SEA. HIS FOOD CONSISTS OF THE FISH WHICH GO BETWEEN HIS JAWS OF THEIR OWN ACCORD. WHEN HE IS HUNGRY, A HOT BREATH BLOWS FROM HIS NOSTRILS, AND IT MAKES THE WATERS OF THE GREAT SEA SEETHING HOT. FORMIDABLE THOUGH BEHEMOT, THE OTHER MONSTER, IS, HE FEELS INSECURE UNTIL HE IS CERTAIN THAT LEVIATHAN HAS SATISFIED HIS THIRST. THE ONLY THING THAT CAN KEEP HIM IN CHECK IS THE STICKLEBACK, A LITTLE FISH WHICH WAS CREATED FOR THE PURPOSE, AND OF WHICH HE STANDS IN GREAT AWE. BUT LEVIATHAN IS MORE THAN MERELY LARGE AND STRONG, HE IS WONDERFULLY MADE BESIDES. HIS FINS RADIATE BRILLIANT LIGHT, THE VERY SUN IS OBSCURED BY IT, AND ALSO HIS EYES SHED SUCH SPLENDOR THAT FREQUENTLY THE SEA IS ILLUMINATED SUDDENLY BY IT. NO WONDER THAT THIS MARVELLOUS BEAST IS THE PLAYTHING OF GOD, IN WHOM HE TAKES HIS PASTIME. THERE IS BUT ONE THING THAT MAKES LEVIATHAN REPULSIVE, HIS FOUL SMELL: WHICH IS SO STRONG THAT IF IT PENETRATED THITHER, IT WOULD RENDER PARADISE ITSELF AN IMPOSSIBLE ABODE. THE REAL PURPOSE OF LEVIATHAN IS TO BE SERVED UP AS A DAINTY TO THE PIOUS IN THE WORLD TO COME. THE FEMALE WAS PUT INTO BRINE AS SOON AS SHE WAS KILLED, TO BE PRESERVED AGAINST THE TIME WHEN HER FLESH WILL BE NEEDED. THE MALE IS DESTINED TO OFFER A DELECTABLE SIGHT TO ALL BEHOLDERS BEFORE HE IS CONSUMED. WHEN HIS LAST HOUR ARRIVES, GOD WILL SUMMON THE ANGELS TO ENTER INTO COMBAT WITH THE MONSTER. BUT NO SOONER WILL LEVIATHAN CAST HIS GLANCE AT THEM THAN THEY WILL FLEE IN FEAR AND DISMAY FROM THE FIELD OF BATTLE. THEY WILL RETURN TO THE CHARGE WITH SWORDS, BUT IN VAIN, FOR HIS SCALES CAN TURN BACK STEEL LIKE STRAW. THEY WILL BE EQUALLY UNSUCCESSFUL WHEN THEY ATTEMPT TO KILL HIM BY THROWING DARTS AND SLINGING STONES, SUCH MISSILES WILL REBOUND WITHOUT LEAVING THE LEAST IMPRESSION ON HIS BODY. DISHEARTENED, THE ANGELS WILL GIVE UP THE COMBAT, AND GOD WILL COMMAND LEVIATHAN AND BEHEMOT TO ENTER INTO A DUEL WITH EACH OTHER. THE ISSUE WILL BE THAT BOTH WILL DROP DEAD, BEHEMOT SLAUGHTERED BY A BLOW OF LEVIATHAN'S FINS, AND LEVIATHAN KILLED BY A LASH OF BEHEMOT'S TAIL. FROM THE SKIN OF LEVIATHAN GOD WILL CONSTRUCT TENTS TO SHELTER COMPANIES OF THE PIOUS WHILE THEY ENJOY THE DISHES MADE OF HIS FLESH. THE AMOUNT ASSIGNED TO EACH OF THE PIOUS WILL BE IN PROPORTION TO HIS DESERTS, AND NONE WILL ENVY OR BEGRUDGE THE OTHER HIS BETTER SHARE. WHAT IS LEFT OF LEVIATHAN'S SKIN WILL BE STRETCHED OUT OVER JERUSALEM AS A CANOPY, AND THE LIGHT STREAMING FROM IT WILL ILLUMINE THE WHOLE WORLD, AND WHAT IS LEFT OF HIS FLESH AFTER THE PIOUS HAVE APPEASED THEIR APPETITE, WILL BE DISTRIBUTED AMONG THE REST OF MEN, TO CARRY ON TRAFFIC THEREWITH. ON THE SAME DAY WITH THE FISHES, THE BIRDS WERE CREATED, FOR THESE TWO KINDS OF ANIMALS ARE CLOSELY RELATED TO EACH OTHER. FISH ARE FASHIONED OUT OF WATER, AND BIRDS OUT OF MARSHY GROUND SATURATED WITH WATER. AS LEVIATHAN IS THE KING OF FISHES, SO THE ZIZ IS APPOINTED TO RULE OVER THE BIRDS. HIS NAME COMES FROM THE VARIETY OF TASTES HIS FLESH HAS, IT TASTES LIKE THIS, ZEH, AND LIKE THAT, ZEH. THE ZIZ IS AS MONSTROUS OF SIZE AS LEVIATHAN HIMSELF. HIS ANKLES REST ON THE EARTH, AND HIS HEAD REACHES TO THE VERY SKY. IT ONCE HAPPENED THAT TRAVELLERS ON A VESSEL NOTICED A BIRD. AS HE STOOD IN THE WATER, IT MERELY COVERED HIS FEET, AND HIS HEAD KNOCKED AGAINST THE SKY. THE ONLOOKERS THOUGHT THE WATER COULD NOT HAVE ANY DEPTH AT THAT POINT, AND THEY PREPARED TO TAKE A BATH THERE. A HEAVENLY VOICE WARNED THEM: "ALIGHT NOT HERE! ONCE A CARPENTER'S AXE SLIPPED FROM HIS HAND AT THIS SPOT, AND IT TOOK IT SEVEN YEARS TO TOUCH BOTTOM." THE BIRD THE TRAVELLERS SAW WAS NONE OTHER THAN THE ZIZ. HIS WINGS ARE SO HUGE THAT UNFURLED THEY DARKEN THE SUN. THEY PROTECT THE EARTH AGAINST THE STORMS OF THE SOUTH, WITHOUT THEIR AID THE EARTH WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO RESIST THE WINDS BLOWING THENCE. ONCE AN EGG OF THE ZIZ FELL TO THE GROUND AND BROKE. THE FLUID FROM IT FLOODED SIXTY CITIES, AND THE SHOCK CRUSHED THREE HUNDRED CEDARS. FORTUNATELY, SUCH ACCIDENTS DO NOT OCCUR FREQUENTLY. AS A RULE, THE BIRD LETS HER EGGS SLIDE GENTLY INTO HER NEST. THIS ONE MISHAP WAS DUE TO THE FACT THAT THE EGG WAS ROTTEN, AND THE BIRD CAST IT AWAY CARELESSLY. THE ZIZ HAS ANOTHER NAME, RENANIN, BECAUSE HE IS THE CELESTIAL SINGER. ON ACCOUNT OF HIS RELATION TO THE HEAVENLY REGIONS HE IS ALSO CALLED SEKWI, THE SEER, AND, BESIDES, HE IS CALLED "SON OF THE NEST," BECAUSE HIS FLEDGLING BIRDS BREAK AWAY FROM THE SHELL WITHOUT BEING HATCHED BY THE MOTHER BIRD, THEY SPRING DIRECTLY FROM THE NEST, AS IT WERE. LIKE LEVIATHAN, SO ZIZ IS A DELICACY TO BE SERVED TO THE PIOUS AT THE END OF TIME, TO COMPENSATE THEM FOR THE PRIVATIONS WHICH ABSTAINING FROM THE UNCLEAN FOWLS IMPOSED UPON THEM.
THE 6TH DAY
AS THE FISH WERE FORMED OUT OF WATER, AND THE BIRDS OUT OF BOGGY EARTH WELL MIXED WITH WATER, SO THE MAMMALS WERE FORMED OUT OF SOLID EARTH, AND AS LEVIATHAN IS THE MOST NOTABLE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FISH KIND, AND ZIZ OF THE BIRD KIND, SO BEHEMOT IS THE MOST NOTABLE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MAMMAL KIND. BEHEMOT MATCHES LEVIATHAN IN STRENGTH, AND HE HAD TO BE PREVENTED, LIKE LEVIATHAN, FROM MULTIPLYING AND INCREASING, ELSE THE WORLD COULD NOT HAVE CONTINUED TO EXIST, AFTER GOD HAD CREATED HIM MALE AND FEMALE, HE AT ONCE DEPRIVED HIM OF THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO PROPAGATE HIS KIND. HE IS SO MONSTROUS THAT HE REQUIRES THE PRODUCE OF A THOUSAND MOUNTAINS FOR HIS DAILY FOOD. ALL THE WATER THAT FLOWS THROUGH THE BED OF THE JORDAN IN A YEAR SUFFICES HIM EXACTLY FOR ONE GULP. IT THEREFORE WAS NECESSARY TO GIVE HIM ONE STREAM ENTIRELY FOR HIS OWN USE, A STREAM FLOWING FORTH FROM PARADISE, CALLED YUBAL. BEHEMOT, TOO, IS DESTINED TO BE SERVED TO THE PIOUS AS AN APPETIZING DAINTY, BUT BEFORE THEY ENJOY HIS FLESH, THEY WILL BE PERMITTED TO VIEW THE MORTAL COMBAT BETWEEN LEVIATHAN AND BEHEMOT, AS A REWARD FOR HAVING DENIED THEMSELVES THE [SEXUAL] PLEASURES OF THE CIRCUS AND ITS GLADIATORIAL CONTESTS. LEVIATHAN, ZIZ, AND BEHEMOT ARE NOT THE ONLY MONSTERS, THERE ARE MANY OTHERS, AND MARVELLOUS ONES, LIKE THE REEM, A GIANT ANIMAL, OF WHICH ONLY ONE COUPLE, MALE AND FEMALE, IS IN EXISTENCE. HAD THERE BEEN MORE, THE WORLD COULD HARDLY HAVE MAINTAINED ITSELF AGAINST THEM. THE ACT OF [SEXLESS] COPULATION OCCURS BUT ONCE IN SEVENTY YEARS BETWEEN THEM, FOR GOD HAS SO ORDERED IT THAT THE MALE AND FEMALE REEM ARE AT OPPOSITE ENDS OF THE EARTH, THE ONE IN THE EAST, THE OTHER IN THE WEST. THE ACT OF [SEXLESS] COPULATION RESULTS IN THE DEATH OF THE MALE. HE IS BITTEN BY THE FEMALE AND DIES OF THE BITE. THE FEMALE BECOMES PREGNANT AND REMAINS IN THIS STATE FOR NO LESS THAN TWELVE YEARS. AT THE END OF THIS LONG PERIOD SHE GIVES BIRTH TO TWINS, A MALE AND A FEMALE. THE YEAR PRECEDING HER DELIVERY SHE IS NOT ABLE TO MOVE. SHE WOULD DIE OF HUNGER, WERE IT NOT THAT HER OWN SPITTLE FLOWING COPIOUSLY FROM HER MOUTH WATERS AND FRUCTIFIES THE EARTH NEAR HER, AND CAUSES IT TO BRING FORTH ENOUGH FOR HER MAINTENANCE. FOR A WHOLE YEAR THE ANIMAL CAN BUT ROLL FROM SIDE TO SIDE, UNTIL FINALLY HER BELLY BURSTS, AND THE TWINS, ISSUE FORTH. THEIR APPEARANCE IS THUS THE SIGNAL FOR THE DEATH OF THE MOTHER REEM. SHE MAKES ROOM FOR THE NEW GENERATION, WHICH IN TURN IS DESTINED TO SUFFER THE SAME FATE AS THE GENERATION THAT WENT BEFORE. IMMEDIATELY AFTER BIRTH, THE ONE GOES EASTWARD AND THE OTHER WESTWARD, TO MEET ONLY AFTER THE LAPSE OF SEVENTY YEARS, PROPAGATE THEMSELVES, AND PERISH. A TRAVELLER WHO ONCE SAW A REEM ONE DAY OLD DESCRIBED ITS HEIGHT TO BE FOUR PARASANGS, AND THE LENGTH OF ITS HEAD ONE PARASANG AND A HALF. ITS HORNS MEASURE ONE HUNDRED ELLS [4,500 FEET], AND THEIR HEIGHT IS A GREAT DEAL MORE. ONE OF THE MOST REMARKABLE CREATURES IS THE "MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN," ADNE SADEH, OR, BRIEFLY, ADAM. HIS FORM IS EXACTLY THAT OF A HUMAN BEING, BUT HE IS FASTENED TO THE GROUND BY MEANS OF A NAVEL-STRING, UPON WHICH HIS LIFE DEPENDS. THE CORD ONCE SNAPPED, HE DIES. THIS ANIMAL KEEPS HIMSELF ALIVE WITH WHAT IS PRODUCED BY THE SOIL AROUND ABOUT HIM AS FAR AS HIS TETHER PERMITS HIM TO CRAWL. NO CREATURE MAY VENTURE TO APPROACH WITHIN THE RADIUS OF HIS CORD, FOR HE SEIZES AND DEMOLISHES WHATEVER COMES IN HIS REACH. TO KILL HIM, ONE MAY NOT GO NEAR TO HIM, THE NAVEL-STRING MUST BE SEVERED FROM A DISTANCE BY MEANS OF A DART, AND THEN HE DIES AMID GROANS AND MOANS. ONCE UPON A TIME A TRAVELLER HAPPENED IN THE REGION WHERE THIS ANIMAL IS FOUND. HE OVERHEARD HIS HOST CONSULT HIS WIFE AS TO WHAT TO DO TO HONOR THEIR GUEST, AND RESOLVE TO SERVE "OUR MAN," AS HE SAID. THINKING HE HAD FALLEN AMONG CANNIBALS, THE STRANGER RAN AS FAST AS HIS FEET COULD CARRY HIM FROM HIS ENTERTAINER, WHO SOUGHT VAINLY TO RESTRAIN HIM. AFTERWARD, HE FOUND OUT THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO INTENTION OF REGALING HIM WITH HUMAN FLESH, BUT ONLY WITH THE FLESH OF THE STRANGE ANIMAL CALLED "MAN." AS THE "MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN" IS FIXED TO THE GROUND BY HIS NAVEL-STRING, SO THE BARNACLE-GOOSE IS GROWN TO A TREE BY ITS BILL. IT IS HARD TO SAY WHETHER IT IS AN ANIMAL AND MUST BE SLAUGHTERED TO BE FIT FOR FOOD, OR WHETHER IT IS A PLANT AND NO RITUAL CEREMONY IS NECESSARY BEFORE EATING IT. AMONG THE BIRDS THE PHOENIX IS THE MOST WONDERFUL. WHEN EVE GAVE ALL THE ANIMALS SOME OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, THE PHOENIX WAS THE ONLY BIRD THAT REFUSED TO EAT THEREOF, AND HE WAS REWARDED WITH ETERNAL LIFE. WHEN HE HAS LIVED A THOUSAND YEARS, HIS BODY SHRINKS, AND THE FEATHERS DROP FROM IT, UNTIL HE IS AS SMALL AS AN EGG. THIS IS THE NUCLEUS OF THE NEW BIRD. THE PHOENIX IS ALSO CALLED "THE GUARDIAN OF THE TERRESTRIAL SPHERE." HE RUNS WITH THE SUN ON HIS CIRCUIT, AND HE SPREADS OUT HIS WINGS AND CATCHES UP THE FIERY RAYS OF THE SUN. IF HE WERE NOT THERE TO INTERCEPT THEM, NEITHER MAN NOR ANY OTHER ANIMATE BEING WOULD KEEP ALIVE. ON HIS RIGHT WING THE FOLLOWING WORDS ARE INSCRIBED IN HUGE LETTERS, ABOUT FOUR THOUSAND STADIA HIGH: "NEITHER THE EARTH PRODUCES ME, NOR THE HEAVENS, BUT ONLY THE WINGS OF FIRE." HIS FOOD CONSISTS OF THE MANNA OF HEAVEN AND THE DEW OF THE EARTH. HIS EXCREMENT IS A WORM, WHOSE EXCREMENT IN TURN IS THE CINNAMON USED BY KINGS AND PRINCES. ENOCH, WHO SAW THE PHOENIX BIRDS WHEN HE WAS TRANSLATED, DESCRIBES THEM AS FLYING CREATURES, WONDERFUL AND STRANGE IN APPEARANCE, WITH THE FEET AND TAILS OF LIONS, AND THE HEADS OF CROCODILES, THEIR APPEARANCE IS OF A PURPLE COLOR LIKE THE RAINBOW, THEIR SIZE NINE HUNDRED MEASURES. THEIR WINGS ARE LIKE THOSE OF ANGELS, EACH HAVING TWELVE, AND THEY ATTEND THE CHARIOT OF THE SUN AND GO WITH HIM, BRINGING HEAT AND DEW AS THEY ARE ORDERED BY GOD. IN THE MORNING WHEN THE SUN STARTS ON HIS DAILY COURSE, THE PHOENIXES AND THE CHALKIDRI SING, AND EVERY BIRD FLAPS ITS WINGS, REJOICING THE GIVER OF LIGHT, AND THEY SING A SONG AT THE [SEXLESS] COMMAND OF THE LORD. AMONG REPTILES THE SALAMANDER AND THE SHAMIR ARE THE MOST MARVELLOUS. THE SALAMANDER ORIGINATES FROM A FIRE OF MYRTLE WOOD WHICH HAS BEEN KEPT BURNING FOR SEVEN YEARS STEADILY BY MEANS OF [PERMISSIBLE] MAGIC ARTS. NOT BIGGER THAN A MOUSE, IT YET IS INVESTED WITH PECULIAR PROPERTIES. ONE WHO SMEARS HIMSELF WITH ITS BLOOD IS INVULNERABLE, AND THE WEB WOVEN BY IT IS A TALISMAN AGAINST FIRE. THE PEOPLE WHO LIVED AT THE DELUGE BOASTED THAT, WERE A FIRE FLOOD TO COME, THEY WOULD PROTECT THEMSELVES WITH THE BLOOD OF THE SALAMANDER. KING HEZEKIAH OWES HIS LIFE TO THE SALAMANDER. HIS [SEXUALLY] WICKED FATHER, KING AHAZ, HAD DELIVERED HIM TO THE FIRES OF MOLOCH [CHILD PORNOGRAPHY IN ACTS 7:42-43], AND HE WOULD HAVE BEEN BURNT, HAD HIS MOTHER NOT PAINTED HIM WITH THE BLOOD OF THE SALAMANDER, SO THAT THE FIRE COULD DO HIM NO HARM. THE SHAMIR WAS MADE AT TWILIGHT ON THE SIXTH DAY OF CREATION TOGETHER WITH OTHER EXTRAORDINARY THINGS. IT IS ABOUT AS LARGE AS A BARLEY CORN, AND IT POSSESSES THE REMARKABLE PROPERTY OF CUTTING THE HARDEST OF DIAMONDS. FOR THIS REASON, IT WAS USED FOR THE STONES IN THE BREASTPLATE WORN BY THE HIGH PRIEST. FIRST THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE TRIBES WERE TRACED WITH INK ON THE STONES TO BE SET INTO THE BREASTPLATE, THEN THE SHAMIR WAS PASSED OVER THE LINES, AND THUS THEY WERE, GRAVEN. THE WONDERFUL CIRCUMSTANCE WAS THAT THE FRICTION WORE NO PARTICLES FROM THE STONES. THE SHAMIR WAS ALSO USED FOR HEWING INTO SHAPE THE STONES FROM WHICH THE TEMPLE WAS BUILT, BECAUSE THE [SEXLESS] LAW PROHIBITED IRON TOOLS TO BE USED FOR THE WORK IN THE TEMPLE. THE SHAMIR MAY NOT BE PUT IN AN IRON VESSEL FOR SAFE-KEEPING, NOR IN ANY METAL VESSEL, IT WOULD BURST SUCH A RECEPTACLE ASUNDER. IT IS KEPT WRAPPED UP IN A WOOLLEN CLOTH, AND THIS IN TURN IS PLACED IN A LEAD BASKET FILLED WITH BARLEY BRAN. THE SHAMIR WAS GUARDED IN PARADISE UNTIL SOLOMON NEEDED IT. HE SENT THE EAGLE THITHER TO FETCH THE WORM. WITH THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE THE SHAMIR VANISHED. A SIMILAR FATE OVERTOOK THE TAHASH, WHICH HAD BEEN CREATED ONLY THAT ITS SKIN MIGHT BE USED FOR THE TABERNACLE. ONCE THE TABERNACLE WAS COMPLETED, THE TAHASH DISAPPEARED. IT HAD A HORN ON ITS FOREHEAD, WAS GAILY COLORED LIKE THE TURKEY-COCK, AND BELONGED TO THE CLASS OF CLEAN ANIMALS. AMONG THE FISHES THERE ARE ALSO WONDERFUL CREATURES, THE SEA-GOATS AND THE DOLPHINS, NOT TO MENTION LEVIATHAN. A SEA-FARING MAN ONCE SAW A SEA-GOAT ON WHOSE HORNS THE WORDS WERE INSCRIBED: "I AM A LITTLE SEA-ANIMAL, YET I TRAVERSED THREE HUNDRED PARASANGS [1,050 MILES] TO OFFER MYSELF AS FOOD TO THE LEVIATHAN." THE DOLPHINS [MERMEN & FEMALE MERMAIDS] ARE HALF MAN AND HALF FISH, THEY EVEN HAVE SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WITH HUMAN BEINGS, THEREFORE THEY ARE CALLED ALSO "SONS OF THE SEA," FOR IN A SENSE THEY REPRESENT THE HUMAN KIND IN THE WATERS. THOUGH EVERY SPECIES IN THE ANIMAL WORLD WAS CREATED DURING THE LAST TWO DAYS OF THE SIX OF CREATION, YET MANY CHARACTERISTICS OF CERTAIN ANIMALS APPEARED LATER. CATS AND MICE, FOES NOW, WERE FRIENDS ORIGINALLY. THEIR LATER ENMITY HAD A DISTINCT CAUSE. ON ONE OCCASION THE MOUSE APPEARED BEFORE GOD AND SPOKE: "I AND THE CAT ARE PARTNERS, BUT NOW WE HAVE NOTHING TO EAT." THE LORD ANSWERED: "THOU ART INTRIGUING AGAINST THY COMPANION, ONLY THAT THOU MAYEST DEVOUR HER. AS A PUNISHMENT, SHE SHALL DEVOUR THEE." THEREUPON THE MOUSE: "O LORD OF THE WORLD, WHEREIN HAVE I DONE WRONG?" GOD REPLIED: "O THOU UNCLEAN REPTILE, THOU SHOULDST HAVE BEEN WARNED BY THE EXAMPLE OF THE MOON, WHO LOST A PART OF HER LIGHT, BECAUSE SHE SPAKE ILL OF THE SUN, AND WHAT SHE LOST WAS GIVEN TO HER OPPONENT. THE EVIL [SEXUAL] INTENTIONS THOU DIDST HARBOR AGAINST THY COMPANION SHALL BE PUNISHED IN THE SAME WAY. INSTEAD OF THY DEVOURING HER, SHE SHALL DEVOUR THEE." THE MOUSE: "O LORD OF THE WORLD! SHALL MY WHOLE KIND BE DESTROYED?" GOD: "I WILL TAKE CARE THAT A REMNANT OF THEE IS SPARED." IN HER RAGE THE MOUSE BIT THE CAT, AND THE CAT IN TURN THREW HERSELF UPON THE MOUSE, AND HACKED INTO HER WITH HER TEETH UNTIL SHE LAY DEAD. SINCE THAT MOMENT THE MOUSE STANDS IN SUCH AWE OF THE CAT THAT SHE DOES NOT EVEN ATTEMPT TO DEFEND HERSELF AGAINST HER ENEMY'S ATTACKS, AND ALWAYS KEEPS HERSELF IN HIDING. SIMILARLY, DOGS AND CATS MAINTAINED A FRIENDLY RELATION TO EACH OTHER, AND ONLY LATER ON BECAME ENEMIES. A DOG AND A CAT WERE PARTNERS, AND THEY SHARED WITH EACH OTHER WHATEVER THEY HAD. IT ONCE HAPPENED THAT NEITHER COULD FIND ANYTHING TO EAT FOR THREE DAYS. THEREUPON THE DOG PROPOSED THAT THEY DISSOLVE THEIR PARTNERSHIP. THE CAT SHOULD GO TO ADAM, IN WHOSE HOUSE THERE WOULD SURELY BE ENOUGH FOR HER TO EAT, WHILE THE DOG SHOULD SEEK HIS FORTUNE ELSEWHERE. BEFORE THEY SEPARATED, THEY TOOK AN OATH NEVER TO GO TO THE SAME MASTER. THE CAT TOOK UP HER ABODE WITH ADAM, AND SHE FOUND SUFFICIENT MICE IN HIS HOUSE TO SATISFY HER APPETITE. SEEING HOW USEFUL SHE WAS IN DRIVING AWAY AND EXTIRPATING MICE, ADAM TREATED HER MOST KINDLY. THE DOG, ON THE OTHER HAND, SAW BAD TIMES. THE FIRST NIGHT AFTER THEIR SEPARATION HE SPENT IN THE CAVE OF THE WOLF, WHO HAD GRANTED HIM A NIGHT'S LODGING. AT NIGHT THE DOG CAUGHT THE SOUND OF STEPS, AND HE REPORTED IT TO HIS HOST, WHO BADE HIM REPULSE THE INTRUDERS. THEY WERE WILD ANIMALS. LITTLE LACKED AND THE DOG WOULD HAVE LOST HIS LIFE. DISMAYED, THE DOG FLED FROM THE HOUSE OF THE WOLF, AND TOOK REFUGE WITH THE MONKEY. BUT HE WOULD NOT GRANT HIM EVEN A SINGLE NIGHT'S LODGING; AND THE FUGITIVE WAS FORCED TO APPEAL TO THE HOSPITALITY OF THE SHEEP. AGAIN, THE DOG HEARD STEPS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT. OBEYING THE BIDDING OF HIS HOST, HE AROSE TO CHASE AWAY THE MARAUDERS, WHO TURNED OUT TO BE WOLVES. THE BARKING OF THE DOG APPRISED THE WOLVES OF THE PRESENCE OF SHEEP, SO THAT THE DOG INNOCENTLY CAUSED THE SHEEP'S DEATH. NOW HE HAD LOST HIS LAST FRIEND. NIGHT AFTER NIGHT HE BEGGED FOR SHELTER, WITHOUT EVER FINDING A HOME. FINALLY, HE DECIDED TO REPAIR TO THE HOUSE OF ADAM, WHO ALSO GRANTED HIM REFUGE FOR ONE NIGHT. WHEN WILD ANIMALS APPROACHED THE HOUSE UNDER COVER OF DARKNESS, THE DOG BEGAN TO BARK, ADAM AWOKE, AND WITH HIS BOW AND ARROW HE DROVE THEM AWAY. RECOGNIZING THE DOG'S USEFULNESS, HE BADE HIM REMAIN WITH HIM ALWAYS. BUT AS SOON AS THE CAT ESPIED THE DOG IN ADAM'S HOUSE, SHE BEGAN TO QUARREL WITH HIM, AND REPROACH HIM WITH HAVING BROKEN HIS OATH TO HER. ADAM DID HIS BEST TO PACIFY THE CAT. HE TOLD HER HE HAD HIMSELF INVITED THE DOG TO MAKE HIS HOME THERE, AND HE ASSURED HER SHE WOULD IN NO WISE BE THE LOSER BY THE DOG'S PRESENCE, HE WANTED BOTH TO STAY WITH HIM. BUT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO APPEASE THE CAT. THE DOG PROMISED HER NOT TO TOUCH ANYTHING INTENDED FOR HER. SHE INSISTED THAT SHE COULD NOT LIVE IN ONE AND THE SAME HOUSE WITH A THIEF LIKE THE DOG. BICKERINGS BETWEEN THE DOG AND THE CAT BECAME THE ORDER OF THE DAY. FINALLY, THE DOG COULD STAND IT NO LONGER, AND HE LEFT ADAM'S HOUSE, AND BETOOK HIMSELF TO SETH'S. BY SETH HE WAS WELCOMED KINDLY, AND FROM SETH'S HOUSE, HE CONTINUED TO MAKE EFFORTS AT RECONCILIATION WITH THE CAT. IN VAIN. YES, THE ENMITY BETWEEN THE FIRST DOG AND THE FIRST CAT WAS TRANSMITTED TO ALL THEIR DESCENDANTS UNTIL THIS VERY DAY. EVEN THE PHYSICAL PECULIARITIES OF CERTAIN ANIMALS WERE NOT ORIGINAL FEATURES WITH THEM, BUT OWED THEIR EXISTENCE TO SOMETHING THAT OCCURRED SUBSEQUENT TO THE DAYS OF CREATION. THE MOUSE AT FIRST HAD QUITE A DIFFERENT MOUTH FROM ITS PRESENT MOUTH. IN NOAH'S ARK, IN WHICH ALL ANIMALS, TO ENSURE THE PRESERVATION OF EVERY KIND, LIVED TOGETHER PEACEABLY, THE PAIR OF MICE WERE ONCE SITTING NEXT TO THE CAT. SUDDENLY THE LATTER REMEMBERED THAT HER FATHER WAS IN THE HABIT OF DEVOURING MICE, AND THINKING THERE WAS NO HARM IN FOLLOWING HIS EXAMPLE, SHE JUMPED AT THE MOUSE, WHO VAINLY LOOKED FOR A HOLE INTO WHICH TO SLIP OUT OF SIGHT. THEN A MIRACLE HAPPENED, A HOLE APPEARED WHERE NONE HAD BEEN BEFORE, AND THE MOUSE SOUGHT REFUGE IN IT. THE CAT PURSUED THE MOUSE, AND THOUGH SHE COULD NOT FOLLOW HER INTO THE HOLE, SHE COULD INSERT HER PAW AND TRY TO PULL THE MOUSE OUT OF HER COVERT. QUICKLY THE MOUSE OPENED HER MOUTH IN THE HOPE THAT THE PAW WOULD GO INTO IT, AND THE CAT WOULD BE PREVENTED FROM FASTENING HER CLAWS IN HER FLESH. BUT AS THE CAVITY OF THE MOUTH WAS NOT BIG ENOUGH, THE CAT SUCCEEDED IN CLAWING THE CHEEKS OF THE MOUSE. NOT THAT THIS HELPED HER MUCH, IT MERELY WIDENED THE MOUTH OF THE MOUSE, AND HER PREY AFTER ALL ESCAPED THE CAT. AFTER HER HAPPY ESCAPE, THE MOUSE BETOOK HERSELF TO NOAH AND SAID TO HIM, "O PIOUS MAN, BE GOOD ENOUGH TO SEW UP MY CHEEK WHERE MY ENEMY, THE CAT, HAS TORN A RENT IN IT." NOAH BADE HER FETCH A HAIR OUT OF THE TAIL OF THE SWINE, AND WITH THIS HE REPAIRED THE DAMAGE. THENCE THE LITTLE SEAM-LIKE LINE NEXT TO THE MOUTH OF EVERY MOUSE TO THIS VERY DAY. THE RAVEN IS ANOTHER ANIMAL THAT CHANGED ITS APPEARANCE DURING ITS SOJOURN IN THE ARK. WHEN NOAH DESIRED TO SEND HIM FORTH TO FIND OUT ABOUT THE STATE OF THE WATERS, HE HID UNDER THE WINGS OF THE EAGLE. NOAH FOUND HIM, HOWEVER, AND SAID TO HIM, "GO AND SEE WHETHER THE WATERS HAVE DIMINISHED." THE RAVEN PLEADED: "HAST THOU NONE OTHER AMONG ALL THE BIRDS TO SEND ON THIS ERRAND?" NOAH: "MY POWER EXTENDS NO FURTHER THAN OVER THEE AND THE DOVE." BUT THE RAVEN WAS NOT SATISFIED. HE SAID TO NOAH WITH GREAT INSOLENCE: "THOU SENDEST ME FORTH ONLY THAT I MAY MEET MY DEATH, AND THOU WISHEST MY DEATH THAT MY WIFE MAY BE AT THY SERVICE." THEREUPON NOAH CURSED THE RAVEN THUS: "MAY THY MOUTH, WHICH HAS SPOKEN [SEXUALLY] EVIL AGAINST ME, BE ACCURSED, AND THY [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH THY WIFE BE ONLY THROUGH IT." ALL THE ANIMALS IN THE ARK SAID AMEN. AND THIS IS THE REASON WHY A MASS OF SPITTLE RUNS FROM THE MOUTH OF THE MALE RAVEN INTO THE MOUTH OF THE FEMALE DURING THE ACT OF [SEXUAL] COPULATION, AND ONLY THUS THE FEMALE IS IMPREGNATED. ALTOGETHER THE RAVEN IS AN UNATTRACTIVE ANIMAL. HE IS UNKIND TOWARD HIS OWN YOUNG SO LONG AS THEIR BODIES ARE NOT COVERED WITH BLACK FEATHERS, THOUGH AS A RULE RAVENS [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ONE ANOTHER. GOD THEREFORE TAKES THE YOUNG RAVENS UNDER HIS SPECIAL PROTECTION. FROM THEIR OWN EXCREMENT MAGGOTS COME FORTH, WHICH SERVE AS THEIR FOOD DURING THE THREE DAYS THAT ELAPSE AFTER THEIR BIRTH, UNTIL THEIR WHITE FEATHERS TURN BLACK AND THEIR PARENTS RECOGNIZE THEM AS THEIR OFFSPRING AND CARE FOR THEM. THE RAVEN HAS HIMSELF TO BLAME ALSO FOR THE AWKWARD HOP IN HIS GAIT. HE OBSERVED THE GRACEFUL STEP OF THE DOVE, AND ENVIOUS OF HER TRIED TO ENMULATE IT. THE OUTCOME WAS THAT HE ALMOST BROKE HIS BONES WITHOUT IN THE LEAST SUCCEEDING IN MAKING HIMSELF RESEMBLE THE DOVE, NOT TO MENTION THAT HE BROUGHT THE SCORN OF THE OTHER ANIMALS DOWN UPON HIMSELF. HIS FAILURE EXCITED THEIR RIDICULE. THEN HE DECIDED TO RETURN TO HIS OWN ORIGINAL GAIT, BUT IN THE INTERVAL, HE HAD UNLEARNT IT, AND HE COULD WALK NEITHER THE ONE WAY NOR THE OTHER PROPERLY. HIS STEP HAD BECOME A HOP BETWIXT AND BETWEEN. THUS, WE SEE HOW TRUE IT IS, THAT HE WHO IS DISSATISFIED WITH HIS SMALL PORTION LOSES THE LITTLE HE HAS IN STRIVING FOR MORE AND BETTER THINGS. THE STEER IS ALSO ONE OF THE ANIMALS THAT HAVE SUFFERED A CHANGE IN THE COURSE OF TIME. ORIGINALLY HIS FACE WAS ENTIRELY OVERGROWN WITH HAIR, BUT NOW THERE IS NONE ON HIS NOSE, AND THAT IS BECAUSE JOSHUA KISSED HIM ON HIS NOSE DURING THE SIEGE OF JERICHO. JOSHUA WAS AN EXCEEDINGLY HEAVY MAN. HORSES, DONKEYS, AND MULES, NONE COULD BEAR HIM, THEY ALL BROKE DOWN UNDER HIS WEIGHT. WHAT THEY COULD NOT DO, THE STEER ACCOMPLISHED. ON HIS BACK JOSHUA RODE TO THE SIEGE OF JERICHO, AND IN GRATITUDE HE BESTOWED A KISS UPON HIS NOSE. THE SERPENT, TOO, IS OTHER THAN IT WAS AT FIRST. BEFORE THE FALL OF MAN, IT WAS THE CLEVEREST OF ALL ANIMALS CREATED, AND IN FORM IT RESEMBLED MAN CLOSELY. IT STOOD UPRIGHT, AND WAS OF EXTRAORDINARY SIZE. AFTERWARD, IT LOST THE MENTAL ADVANTAGES IT HAD POSSESSED AS COMPARED WITH OTHER ANIMALS, AND IT DEGENERATED PHYSICALLY, TOO, IT WAS DEPRIVED OF ITS FEET, SO THAT IT COULD NOT PURSUE OTHER ANIMALS AND KILL THEM. THE MOLE AND THE FROG HAD TO BE MADE HARMLESS IN SIMILAR WAYS, THE FORMER HAS NO EYES, ELSE IT, WAS IRRESISTIBLE, AND THE FROG HAS NO TEETH, ELSE NO ANIMAL IN THE WATER WERE SURE OF ITS LIFE. WHILE THE CUNNING OF THE SERPENT WROUGHT ITS OWN UNDOING, THE CUNNING OF THE FOX STOOD HIM IN GOOD STEAD IN MANY AN EMBARRASSING SITUATION. AFTER ADAM HAD COMMITTED THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF DISOBEDIENCE, GOD DELIVERED THE WHOLE OF THE ANIMAL WORLD INTO THE POWER OF THE ANGEL OF DEATH, AND HE ORDERED HIM TO CAST ONE PAIR OF EACH KIND INTO THE WATER. HE AND LEVIATHAN TOGETHER THUS HAVE DOMINION OVER ALL THAT HAS LIFE. WHEN THE ANGEL OF DEATH WAS IN THE ACT OF EXECUTING THE DIVINE COMMAND UPON THE FOX, HE BEGAN TO WEEP BITTERLY. THE ANGEL OF DEATH ASKED HIM THE REASON OF HIS TEARS, AND THE FOX REPLIED THAT HE WAS MOURNING THE SAD FATE OF HIS FRIEND. AT THE SAME TIME, HE POINTED TO THE FIGURE OF A FOX IN THE SEA, WHICH WAS NOTHING BUT HIS OWN REFLECTION. THE ANGEL OF DEATH, PERSUADED THAT A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FOX FAMILY HAD BEEN CAST INTO THE WATER, LET HIM GO FREE. THE FOX TOLD HIS TRICK TO THE CAT, AND SHE IN TURN PLAYED IT ON THE ANGEL OF DEATH. SO, IT HAPPENED THAT NEITHER CATS NOR FOXES ARE REPRESENTED IN THE WATER, WHILE ALL OTHER ANIMALS ARE. WHEN LEVIATHAN PASSED THE ANIMALS IN REVIEW, AND MISSING THE FOX WAS INFORMED OF THE SLY WAY IN WHICH HE HAD ELUDED HIS AUTHORITY, HE DISPATCHED GREAT AND POWERFUL FISH ON THE ERRAND OF ENTICING THE TRUANT INTO THE WATER. THE FOX WALKING ALONG THE SHORE ESPIED THE LARGE NUMBER OF FISH AND HE EXCLAIMED, "HOW HAPPY HE WHO MAY ALWAYS SATISFY HIS HUNGER WITH THE FLESH OF SUCH AS THESE." THE FISH TOLD HIM, IF HE WOULD BUT FOLLOW THEM, HIS APPETITE COULD EASILY BE APPEASED. AT THE SAME TIME, THEY INFORMED HIM THAT A GREAT HONOR AWAITED HIM. LEVIATHAN, THEY SAID, WAS AT DEATH'S DOOR, AND HE HAD COMMISSIONED THEM TO INSTALL THE FOX AS HIS SUCCESSOR. THEY WERE READY TO CARRY HIM ON THEIR BACKS, SO THAT HE HAD NO NEED TO FEAR THE WATER, AND THUS THEY WOULD CONVEY HIM TO THE THRONE, WHICH STOOD UPON A HUGE ROCK. THE FOX YIELDED TO THESE PERSUASIONS, AND DESCENDED INTO THE WATER. PRESENTLY AN UNCOMFORTABLE FEELING TOOK POSSESSION OF HIM. HE BEGAN TO SUSPECT THAT THE TABLES WERE TURNED, HE WAS BEING MADE GAME OF INSTEAD OF MAKING GAME OF OTHERS AS USUAL. HE URGED THE FISH TO TELL HIM THE TRUTH, AND THEY ADMITTED THAT THEY HAD BEEN SENT OUT TO SECURE HIS PERSON FOR LEVIATHAN, WHO WANTED HIS HEART, THAT HE MIGHT BECOME AS KNOWING AS THE FOX, WHOSE WISDOM HE HAD HEARD MANY EXTOL. THE FOX SAID REPROACHFULLY: "WHY DID YOU NOT TELL ME THE TRUTH AT ONCE? THEN I COULD HAVE BROUGHT MY HEART ALONG WITH ME FOR KING LEVIATHAN, WHO WOULD HAVE SHOWERED HONORS UPON ME. AS IT IS, YOU WILL SURELY SUFFER PUNISHMENT FOR BRINGING ME WITHOUT MY HEART. THE FOXES, YOU SEE," HE CONTINUED, "DO NOT CARRY THEIR HEARTS AROUND WITH THEM. THEY KEEP THEM IN A SAFE PLACE, AND WHEN THEY HAVE NEED OF THEM, THEY FETCH THEM THENCE." THE FISH QUICKLY SWAM TO SHORE, AND LANDED THE FOX, SO THAT HE MIGHT GO FOR HIS HEART. NO SOONER DID HE FEEL DRY LAND UNDER HIS FEET THAN HE BEGAN TO JUMP AND SHOUT, AND WHEN THEY URGED HIM TO GO IN SEARCH OF HIS HEART, AND FOLLOW THEM, HE SAID: "O YE FOOLS, COULD I HAVE FOLLOWED YOU INTO THE WATER, IF I HAD NOT HAD MY HEART WITH ME? OR EXISTS THERE A CREATURE ABLE TO GO ABROAD WITHOUT HIS HEART?" THE FISH REPLIED: "COME, COME, THOU ART FOOLING US." WHEREUPON THE FOX: "O YE FOOLS, IF I COULD PLAY A TRICK ON THE ANGEL OF DEATH, HOW MUCH EASIER WAS IT TO MAKE GAME OF YOU?" SO, THEY HAD TO RETURN, THEIR ERRAND UNDONE, AND LEVIATHAN COULD NOT BUT CONFIRM THE TAUNTING JUDGMENT OF THE FOX: "IN VERY TRUTH, THE FOX IS WISE OF HEART, AND YE ARE FOOLS."
ALL THINGS PRAISE THE LORD
"WHATEVER GOD CREATED HAS VALUE." EVEN THE ANIMALS AND THE INSECTS THAT SEEM USELESS AND NOXIOUS AT FIRST SIGHT HAVE A VOCATION TO FULFILL. THE SNAIL TRAILING A MOIST STREAK AFTER IT AS IT CRAWLS, AND SO USING UP ITS VITALITY, SERVES AS A REMEDY FOR BOILS. THE STING OF A HORNET IS HEALED BY THE HOUSE-FLY CRUSHED AND APPLIED TO THE WOUND. THE GNAT, FEEBLE CREATURE, TAKING IN FOOD BUT NEVER SECRETING IT, IS A SPECIFIC AGAINST THE POISON OF A VIPER, AND THIS VENOMOUS REPTILE ITSELF CURES ERUPTIONS, WHILE THE LIZARD IS THE ANTIDOTE TO THE SCORPION. NOT ONLY DO ALL CREATURES SERVE MAN, AND CONTRIBUTE TO HIS COMFORT, BUT ALSO GOD "TEACHETH US THROUGH THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH, AND MAKETH US WISE THROUGH THE FOWLS OF HEAVEN." HE ENDOWED MANY ANIMALS WITH ADMIRABLE MORAL QUALITIES AS A PATTERN FOR MAN. IF THE TORAH HAD NOT BEEN REVEALED TO US, WE MIGHT HAVE LEARNT REGARD FOR THE DECENCIES OF LIFE FROM THE CAT, WHO COVERS HER EXCREMENT WITH EARTH; REGARD FOR THE PROPERTY OF OTHERS FROM THE ANTS, WHO NEVER ENCROACH UPON ONE ANOTHER'S STORES, AND REGARD FOR DECOROUS CONDUCT FROM THE COCK, WHO, WHEN HE DESIRES TO UNITE WITH THE HEN, PROMISES TO BUY HER A CLOAK LONG ENOUGH TO REACH TO THE GROUND, AND WHEN THE HEN REMINDS HIM OF HIS PROMISE, HE SHAKES HIS COMB AND SAYS, "MAY I BE DEPRIVED OF MY COMB, IF I DO NOT BUY IT WHEN I HAVE THE MEANS." THE GRASSHOPPER ALSO HAS A LESSON TO TEACH TO MAN. ALL THE SUMMER THROUGH IT SINGS, UNTIL ITS BELLY BURSTS, AND DEATH CLAIMS IT. THOUGH IT KNOWS THE FATE THAT AWAITS IT, YET IT SINGS ON. SO, MAN SHOULD DO HIS DUTY TOWARD GOD, NO MATTER WHAT THE CONSEQUENCES. THE STORK SHOULD BE TAKEN AS A MODEL IN TWO RESPECTS. HE GUARDS THE PURITY OF HIS FAMILY LIFE ZEALOUSLY, AND TOWARD HIS FELLOWS HE IS COMPASSIONATE AND MERCIFUL. EVEN THE FROG CAN BE THE TEACHER OF MAN. BY THE SIDE OF THE WATER THERE LIVES A SPECIES OF ANIMALS WHICH SUBSIST OFF AQUATIC CREATURES ALONE. WHEN THE FROG NOTICES THAT ONE OF THEM IS HUNGRY, HE GOES TO IT OF HIS OWN ACCORD, AND OFFERS HIMSELF AS FOOD, THUS FULFILLING THE INJUNCTION, "IF THINE ENEMY BE HUNGRY, GIVE HIM BREAD TO EAT, AND IF HE BE THIRSTY, GIVE HIM WATER TO DRINK." THE WHOLE OF CREATION WAS CALLED INTO EXISTENCE BY GOD UNTO HIS GLORY, AND EACH CREATURE HAS ITS OWN HYMN OF PRAISE WHEREWITH TO EXTOL THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. HEAVEN AND EARTH, PARADISE AND HELL, DESERT AND FIELD, RIVERS AND SEAS--ALL HAVE THEIR OWN WAY OF PAYING HOMAGE TO GOD. THE HYMN OF THE EARTH IS, "FROM THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH HAVE WE HEARD SONGS, GLORY TO THE RIGHTEOUS." THE SEA EXCLAIMS, "ABOVE THE VOICES OF MANY WATERS, THE MIGHTY BREAKERS OF THE SEA, THE LORD ON HIGH IS MIGHTY." ALSO, THE CELESTIAL BODIES AND THE ELEMENTS PROCLAIM THE PRAISE OF THEIR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE SUN, MOON, AND STARS, THE CLOUDS AND THE WINDS, LIGHTNING AND DEW. THE SUN SAYS, "THE SUN AND MOON STOOD STILL IN THEIR HABITATION, AT THE LIGHT OF THINE ARROWS AS THEY WENT, AT THE SHINING OF THY GLITTERING SPEAR"; AND THE STARS SING, "THOU ART THE LORD, EVEN THOU ALONE, THOU HAST MADE HEAVEN, THE HEAVEN OF HEAVENS, WITH ALL THEIR HOST, THE EARTH AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE THEREON, THE SEAS AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM, AND THOU PRESERVEST THEM ALL, AND THE HOST OF HEAVEN WORSHIPPETH THEE." EVERY PLANT, FURTHERMORE, HAS A SONG OF PRAISE. THE FRUITFUL TREE SINGS, "THEN SHALL ALL THE TREES OF THE WOOD SING FOR JOY, BEFORE THE LORD, FOR HE COMETH, FOR HE COMETH TO JUDGE THE EARTH", AND THE EARS OF GRAIN ON THE FIELD SING, "THE PASTURES ARE COVERED WITH FLOCKS, THE VALLEYS ALSO ARE COVERED OVER WITH CORN, THEY SHOUT FOR JOY, THEY ALSO SING." GREAT AMONG SINGERS OF PRAISE ARE THE BIRDS, AND GREATEST AMONG THEM IS THE COCK. WHEN GOD AT MIDNIGHT GOES TO THE PIOUS IN PARADISE, ALL THE TREES THEREIN BREAK OUT INTO ADORATION, AND THEIR SONGS AWAKEN THE COCK, WHO BEGINS IN TURN TO PRAISE GOD. SEVEN TIMES HE CROWS, EACH TIME RECITING A VERSE. THE FIRST VERSE IS: "LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, O YE GATES, AND BE YE LIFT UP, YE EVERLASTING DOORS, AND THE KING OF GLORY SHALL COME IN. WHO IS THE KING OF GLORY? THE LORD STRONG AND MIGHTY, THE LORD MIGHTY IN BATTLE." THE SECOND VERSE: "LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, O YE GATES, YEA, LIFT THEM UP, YE EVERLASTING DOORS, AND THE KING OF GLORY SHALL COME IN. WHO IS THIS KING OF GLORY? THE LORD OF HOSTS, HE IS THE KING OF GLORY." THE THIRD: "ARISE, YE RIGHTEOUS, AND OCCUPY YOURSELVES WITH THE TORAH, THAT YOUR REWARD MAY BE ABUNDANT IN THE WORLD HEREAFTER." THE FOURTH: "I HAVE WAITED FOR THY SALVATION, O LORD!" THE FIFTH: "HOW LONG WILT THOU SLEEP, O SLUGGARD? WHEN WILT THOU ARISE OUT OF THY SLEEP?" THE SIXTH: "[SEXLESSLY] LOVE NOT SLEEP, LEST THOU COME TO POVERTY, OPEN THINE EYES, AND THOU SHALT BE SATISFIED WITH BREAD." AND THE SEVENTH VERSE SUNG BY THE COCK RUNS: "IT IS TIME TO [SEXLESS] WORK FOR THE LORD, FOR THEY HAVE MADE VOID THY [SEXUAL] LAW." THE SONG OF THE VULTURE IS: "I WILL HISS FOR THEM, AND GATHER THEM, FOR I HAVE REDEEMED THEM, AND THEY SHALL INCREASE AS THEY HAVE INCREASED", THE SAME VERSE WITH WHICH THE BIRD WILL IN TIME TO COME ANNOUNCE THE ADVENT OF THE MESSIAH, THE ONLY DIFFERENCE BEING, THAT WHEN HE HERALDS THE MESSIAH HE WILL SIT UPON THE GROUND AND SING HIS VERSE, WHILE AT ALL OTHER TIMES HE IS SEATED ELSEWHERE WHEN HE SINGS IT. NOR DO THE OTHER ANIMALS PRAISE GOD LESS THAN THE BIRDS. EVEN THE BEASTS OF PREY GIVE FORTH ADORATION. THE LION SAYS: "THE LORD SHALL GO FORTH AS A MIGHTY MAN, HE SHALL STIR UP JEALOUSY LIKE A MAN OF WAR, HE SHALL CRY, YEA, HE SHALL SHOUT ALOUD, HE SHALL DO MIGHTILY AGAINST HIS ENEMIES." AND THE FOX EXHORTS UNTO JUSTICE WITH THE WORDS: "WOE UNTO HIM THAT BUILDETH HIS HOUSE BY UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND HIS CHAMBERS BY INJUSTICE; THAT USETH HIS NEIGHBOR'S SERVICE WITHOUT WAGES, AND GIVETH HIM NOT HIS HIRE." YEA, THE DUMB FISHES KNOW HOW TO PROCLAIM THE PRAISE OF THEIR LORD. "THE VOICE OF THE LORD IS UPON THE WATERS," THEY SAY, "THE GOD OF GLORY THUNDERETH, EVEN THE LORD UPON MANY WATERS", WHILE THE FROG EXCLAIMS, "BLESSED BE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE GLORY OF HIS KINGDOM FOREVER AND EVER." CONTEMPTIBLE THOUGH THEY ARE, EVEN THE REPTILES GIVE PRAISE UNTO THEIR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THE MOUSE EXTOLS GOD WITH THE WORDS: "HOWBEIT THOU ART JUST IN ALL THAT IS COME UPON ME, FOR THOU HAST DEALT TRULY, BUT I HAVE DONE [SEXUALLY] WICKEDLY." AND THE CAT SINGS: "LET EVERYTHING THAT HATH BREATH PRAISE THE LORD. 
ADAM---MAN AND THE WORLD
WITH TEN SAYINGS GOD CREATED THE WORLD, ALTHOUGH A SINGLE SAYING WOULD HAVE SUFFICED. GOD DESIRED TO MAKE KNOWN HOW SEVERE IS THE PUNISHMENT TO BE METED OUT TO THE [SEXUAL] WICKED, WHO DESTROY A WORLD CREATED WITH AS MANY AS TEN SAYINGS, AND HOW GOODLY THE REWARD DESTINED FOR THE [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUS, WHO PRESERVE A WORLD CREATED WITH AS MANY AS TEN SAYINGS. THE WORLD WAS MADE FOR MAN, THOUGH HE WAS THE LAST-COMER AMONG ITS CREATURES. THIS WAS DESIGN. HE WAS TO FIND ALL THINGS READY FOR HIM. GOD WAS THE HOST WHO PREPARED DAINTY DISHES, SET THE TABLE, AND THEN LED HIS GUEST TO HIS SEAT. AT THE SAME TIME MAN'S LATE APPEARANCE ON EARTH IS TO CONVEY AN ADMONITION TO HUMILITY. LET HIM BEWARE OF BEING [SEXUALLY] PROUD, LEST HE INVITE THE RETORT THAT THE GNAT IS OLDER THAN HE. THE SUPERIORITY OF MAN TO THE OTHER CREATURES IS APPARENT IN THE VERY MANNER OF HIS CREATION, ALTOGETHER DIFFERENT FROM THEIRS. HE IS THE ONLY ONE WHO WAS CREATED BY THE [TERRIBLE] HAND OF GOD. THE REST SPRANG FROM THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD. THE BODY OF MAN IS A MICROCOSM, THE WHOLE WORLD IN MINIATURE, AND THE WORLD IN TURN IS A REFLEX OF MAN. THE HAIR UPON HIS HEAD CORRESPONDS TO THE WOODS OF THE EARTH, HIS TEARS TO A RIVER, HIS MOUTH TO THE OCEAN. ALSO, THE WORLD RESEMBLES THE BALL OF HIS EYE: THE OCEAN THAT ENCIRCLES THE EARTH IS LIKE UNTO THE WHITE OF THE EYE, THE DRY LAND IS THE IRIS, JERUSALEM THE PUPIL, AND THE TEMPLE THE IMAGE MIRRORED IN THE PUPIL OF THE EYE. BUT MAN IS MORE THAN A MERE IMAGE OF THIS WORLD. HE UNITES BOTH HEAVENLY AND EARTHLY QUALITIES WITHIN HIMSELF. IN FOUR HE RESEMBLES THE ANGELS, IN FOUR THE BEASTS. HIS POWER OF SPEECH, HIS DISCRIMINATING INTELLECT, HIS UPRIGHT WALK, THE GLANCE OF HIS EYE, THEY ALL MAKE AN ANGEL OF HIM. BUT, ON THE OTHER HAND, HE EATS AND DRINKS, SECRETES THE WASTE MATTER IN HIS BODY, PROPAGATES HIS KIND, AND DIES, LIKE THE BEAST OF THE FIELD. THEREFORE, GOD SAID BEFORE THE CREATION OF MAN: "THE CELESTIALS ARE NOT PROPAGATED, BUT THEY ARE IMMORTAL, THE BEINGS ON EARTH ARE PROPAGATED, BUT THEY DIE. I WILL CREATE MAN TO BE THE UNION OF THE TWO, SO THAT WHEN HE [SEXUALLY] SINS, WHEN HE BEHAVES LIKE A BEAST, DEATH SHALL OVERTAKE HIM, BUT IF HE REFRAINS FROM [SEXUAL] SIN, HE SHALL LIVE FOREVER." GOD NOW BADE ALL BEINGS IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH CONTRIBUTE TO THE CREATION OF MAN, AND HE HIMSELF TOOK PART IN IT. THUS, THEY ALL WILL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE MAN, AND IF HE SHOULD [SEXUALLY] SIN, THEY WILL BE INTERESTED IN HIS PRESERVATION. THE WHOLE WORLD NATURALLY WAS CREATED FOR THE PIOUS, THE GOD-FEARING MAN, WHOM ISRAEL PRODUCES WITH THE HELPFUL GUIDANCE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD REVEALED TO HIM. IT WAS, THEREFORE, ISRAEL WHO WAS TAKEN INTO SPECIAL CONSIDERATION AT THE TIME MAN WAS MADE. ALL OTHER CREATURES WERE INSTRUCTED TO CHANGE THEIR NATURE, IF ISRAEL SHOULD EVER NEED THEIR HELP IN THE COURSE OF HIS HISTORY. THE SEA WAS ORDERED TO DIVIDE BEFORE MOSES, AND THE HEAVENS TO GIVE EAR TO THE WORDS OF THE LEADER, THE SUN AND THE MOON WERE BIDDEN TO STAND STILL BEFORE JOSHUA, THE RAVENS TO FEED ELIJAH, THE FIRE TO SPARE THE THREE YOUTHS IN THE FURNACE, THE LION TO DO NO HARM TO DANIEL, THE FISH TO SPEW FORTH JONAH, AND THE HEAVENS TO OPEN BEFORE EZEKIEL. IN HIS MODESTY, GOD TOOK COUNSEL WITH THE ANGELS, BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, REGARDING HIS INTENTION OF MAKING MAN. HE SAID: "FOR THE SAKE OF ISRAEL, I WILL CREATE THE WORLD. AS I SHALL MAKE A DIVISION BETWEEN LIGHT AND DARKNESS, SO I WILL IN TIME TO COME DO FOR ISRAEL IN EGYPT, THICK DARKNESS SHALL BE OVER THE LAND, AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHALL HAVE LIGHT IN THEIR DWELLINGS, AS I SHALL MAKE A SEPARATION BETWEEN THE WATERS UNDER THE FIRMAMENT AND THE WATERS ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT, SO I WILL DO FOR ISRAEL, I WILL DIVIDE THE WATERS FOR HIM WHEN HE CROSSES THE RED SEA, AS ON THE THIRD DAY I SHALL CREATE PLANTS, SO I WILL DO FOR ISRAEL, I WILL BRING FORTH MANNA FOR HIM IN THE WILDERNESS, AS I SHALL CREATE LUMINARIES TO DIVIDE DAY FROM NIGHT, SO I WILL DO FOR ISRAEL, I WILL GO BEFORE HIM BY DAY IN A PILLAR OF CLOUD AND BY NIGHT IN A PILLAR OF FIRE, AS I SHALL CREATE THE FOWL OF THE AIR AND THE FISHES OF THE SEA, SO I WILL DO FOR ISRAEL, I WILL BRING QUAILS FOR HIM FROM THE SEA, AND AS I SHALL BREATHE THE BREATH OF LIFE INTO THE NOSTRILS OF MAN, SO I WILL DO FOR ISRAEL, I WILL GIVE THE TORAH UNTO HIM, THE TREE OF LIFE." THE ANGELS MARVELLED THAT SO MUCH [SEXLESS] LOVE SHOULD BE LAVISHED UPON THIS PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, AND GOD TOLD THEM: "ON THE FIRST DAY OF CREATION, I SHALL MAKE THE HEAVENS AND STRETCH THEM OUT, SO, WILL ISRAEL RAISE UP THE TABERNACLE AS THE DWELLING-PLACE OF MY GLORY. ON THE SECOND DAY, I SHALL PUT A DIVISION BETWEEN THE TERRESTRIAL WATERS AND THE HEAVENLY WATERS, SO, WILL HE HANG UP A VEIL IN THE TABERNACLE TO DIVIDE THE HOLY PLACE AND THE MOST HOLY. ON THE THIRD DAY, I SHALL MAKE THE EARTH PUT FORTH GRASS AND HERB, SO, WILL HE, IN OBEDIENCE TO MY COMMANDS, EAT HERBS ON THE FIRST NIGHT OF THE PASSOVER, AND PREPARE SHOWBREAD FOR ME. ON THE FOURTH DAY, I SHALL MAKE THE LUMINARIES, SO, WILL HE MAKE A GOLDEN CANDLESTICK FOR ME. ON THE FIFTH DAY, I SHALL CREATE THE BIRDS, SO, WILL HE FASHION THE CHERUBIM WITH OUTSTRETCHED WINGS. ON THE SIXTH DAY, I SHALL CREATE MAN, SO, WILL ISRAEL SET ASIDE A MAN OF THE SONS OF AARON AS HIGH PRIEST FOR MY SERVICE." ACCORDINGLY, THE WHOLE OF CREATION WAS CONDITIONAL. GOD SAID TO THE THINGS HE MADE ON THE FIRST SIX DAYS: "IF ISRAEL ACCEPTS THE TORAH, YOU WILL CONTINUE AND ENDURE, OTHERWISE, I SHALL TURN EVERYTHING BACK INTO CHAOS AGAIN." THE WHOLE WORLD WAS THUS KEPT IN SUSPENSE AND DREAD UNTIL THE DAY OF THE REVELATION ON SINAI, WHEN ISRAEL RECEIVED AND ACCEPTED THE TORAH, AND SO FULFILLED THE CONDITION MADE BY GOD AT THE TIME WHEN HE CREATED THE UNIVERSE. 
THE ANGELS AND THE CREATION OF MAN
GOD IN HIS WISDOM HIVING RESOLVED TO CREATE MAN, HE ASKED COUNSEL OF ALL AROUND HIM BEFORE HE PROCEEDED TO EXECUTE HIS PURPOSE, AN EXAMPLE TO MAN, BE HE NEVER SO GREAT AND DISTINGUISHED, NOT TO SCORN THE ADVICE OF THE HUMBLE AND LOWLY. FIRST GOD CALLED UPON HEAVEN AND EARTH, THEN UPON ALL OTHER THINGS HE HAD CREATED, AND LAST UPON THE ANGELS. THE ANGELS WERE NOT ALL OF ONE OPINION. THE ANGEL OF [SEXLESS] LOVE FAVORED THE CREATION OF MAN, BECAUSE HE WOULD BE AFFECTIONATE AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVING, BUT THE ANGEL OF TRUTH OPPOSED IT, BECAUSE HE WOULD BE FULL OF [SEXUAL] LIES. AND WHILE THE ANGEL OF JUSTICE FAVORED IT, BECAUSE HE WOULD PRACTICE JUSTICE, THE ANGEL OF PEACE OPPOSED IT, BECAUSE HE WOULD BE [SEXUALLY] QUARRELSOME. TO INVALIDATE HIS PROTEST, GOD CAST THE ANGEL OF TRUTH DOWN FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH, AND WHEN THE OTHERS CRIED OUT AGAINST SUCH CONTEMPTUOUS TREATMENT OF THEIR COMPANION, HE SAID, "TRUTH WILL SPRING BACK OUT OF THE EARTH." THE OBJECTIONS OF THE ANGELS WOULD HAVE BEEN MUCH STRONGER, HAD THEY KNOWN THE WHOLE TRUTH ABOUT MAN. GOD HAD TOLD THEM ONLY ABOUT THE PIOUS, AND HAD CONCEALED FROM THEM THAT THERE WOULD BE REPROBATES AMONG MANKIND, TOO. AND YET, THOUGH THEY KNEW BUT HALF THE TRUTH, THE ANGELS WERE NEVERTHELESS PROMPTED TO CRY OUT: "WHAT IS MAN, THAT THOU ART MINDFUL OF HIM? AND THE SON OF MAN, THAT THOU VISITEST HIM?" GOD REPLIED: "THE FOWL OF THE AIR AND THE FISH OF THE SEA, WHAT WERE THEY CREATED FOR? OF WHAT AVAIL A LARDER FULL OF APPETIZING DAINTIES, AND NO GUEST TO ENJOY THEM?" AND THE ANGELS COULD NOT BUT EXCLAIM: "O LORD, OUR LORD, HOW EXCELLENT IS THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN ALL THE EARTH! DO AS IS PLEASING IN THY SIGHT." FOR NOT A FEW OF THE ANGELS THEIR [SEXUAL] OPPOSITION BORE FATAL CONSEQUENCES. WHEN GOD SUMMONED THE BAND UNDER THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL, AND ASKED THEIR OPINION ON THE CREATION OF MAN, THEY ANSWERED SCORNFULLY: "WHAT IS MAN, THAT THOU ART MINDFUL OF HIM? AND THE SON OF MAN, THAT THOU VISITEST HIM?" GOD THEREUPON STRETCHED FORTH HIS LITTLE FINGER, AND ALL WERE CONSUMED BY FIRE EXCEPT THEIR CHIEF MICHAEL. AND THE SAME FATE BEFELL THE BAND UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE ARCHANGEL GABRIEL, HE ALONE OF ALL WAS SAVED FROM DESTRUCTION. THE THIRD BAND CONSULTED WAS COMMANDED BY THE ARCHANGEL LABBIEL. TAUGHT BY THE HORRIBLE FATE OF HIS PREDECESSORS, HE WARNED HIS TROOP: "YOU HAVE SEEN WHAT MISFORTUNE OVERTOOK THE ANGELS WHO SAID 'WHAT IS MAN, THAT THOU ART MINDFUL OF HIM?' LET US HAVE A CARE NOT TO DO LIKEWISE, LEST WE SUFFER THE SAME DIRE PUNISHMENT. FOR GOD WILL NOT REFRAIN FROM DOING IN THE END WHAT HE HAS PLANNED. THEREFORE, IT IS ADVISABLE FOR US TO YIELD TO HIS WISHES." THUS WARNED, THE ANGELS SPOKE: "LORD OF THE WORLD, IT IS WELL THAT THOU HAST THOUGHT OF CREATING MAN. DO THOU CREATE HIM ACCORDING TO THY WILL AND AS FOR US, WE WILL BE HIS ATTENDANTS AND HIS MINISTERS, AND REVEAL UNTO HIM ALL OUR SECRETS." THEREUPON GOD CHANGED LABBIEL'S NAME TO RAPHAEL, THE RESCUER, BECAUSE HIS HOST OF ANGELS HAD BEEN RESCUED BY HIS SAGE ADVICE. HE WAS APPOINTED THE ANGEL OF HEALING, WHO HAS IN HIS SAFE-KEEPING ALL THE CELESTIAL REMEDIES, THE TYPES OF THE MEDICAL REMEDIES USED ON EARTH.
THE CREATION OF ADAM
WHEN AT LAST THE ASSENT OF THE ANGELS TO THE CREATION OF MAN WAS GIVEN, GOD SAID TO GABRIEL: "GO AND FETCH ME DUST FROM THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH, AND I WILL CREATE MAN THEREWITH." GABRIEL WENT FORTH TO DO THE BIDDING OF THE LORD, BUT THE EARTH DROVE HIM AWAY, AND REFUSED TO LET HIM GATHER UP DUST FROM IT. GABRIEL REMONSTRATED: "WHY, O EARTH, DOST THOU NOT HEARKEN UNTO THE [SEXLESS] VOICE OF THE LORD, WHO FOUNDED THEE UPON THE WATERS WITHOUT PROPS OR PILLARS?" THE EARTH REPLIED, AND SAID: "I AM DESTINED TO BECOME A [SEXUAL] CURSE, AND TO BE [SEXUALLY] CURSED THROUGH MAN, AND IF GOD HIMSELF DOES NOT TAKE THE DUST FROM ME, NO ONE ELSE SHALL EVER DO IT." WHEN GOD HEARD THIS, HE STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND, TOOK OF THE DUST OF THE GROUND, AND CREATED THE FIRST MAN THEREWITH. OF SET PURPOSE THE DUST WAS TAKEN FROM ALL FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH, SO THAT IF A MAN FROM THE EAST SHOULD HAPPEN TO DIE IN THE WEST, OR A MAN FROM THE WEST IN THE EAST, THE EARTH SHOULD NOT DARE REFUSE TO RECEIVE THE DEAD, AND TELL HIM TO GO WHENCE HE WAS TAKEN. WHEREVER A MAN CHANCES TO DIE, AND WHERESOEVER HE IS BURIED, THERE WILL HE RETURN TO THE EARTH FROM WHICH HE SPRANG. ALSO, THE DUST WAS OF VARIOUS COLORS, RED, BLACK, WHITE, AND GREEN, RED FOR THE BLOOD, BLACK FOR THE BOWELS, WHITE FOR THE BONES AND VEINS, AND GREEN FOR THE PALE SKIN. AT THIS EARLY MOMENT THE TORAH INTERFERED. SHE ADDRESSED HERSELF TO GOD: "O LORD OF THE WORLD! THE WORLD IS THINE, THOU, CANST DO WITH IT AS SEEMETH GOOD IN THINE EYES. BUT THE MAN THOU ART NOW CREATING WILL BE FEW OF DAYS AND FULL OF TROUBLE AND [SEXUAL] SIN. IF IT BE NOT THY PURPOSE TO HAVE FORBEARANCE AND PATIENCE WITH HIM, IT WAS BETTER NOT TO CALL HIM INTO BEING." GOD REPLIED, "IS IT FOR NAUGHT I AM CALLED LONG-SUFFERING AND MERCIFUL?" THE GRACE AND [SEXLESS] LOVINGKINDNESS OF GOD REVEALED THEMSELVES PARTICULARLY IN HIS TAKING ONE SPOONFUL OF DUST FROM THE SPOT WHERE IN TIME TO COME THE ALTAR WOULD STAND, SAYING, "I SHALL TAKE MAN FROM THE PLACE OF ATONEMENT, THAT HE MAY ENDURE."
THE SOUL OF MAN
THE CARE WHICH GOD EXERCISED IN FASHIONING EVERY DETAIL OF THE BODY OF MAN IS AS NAUGHT IN COMPARISON WITH HIS SOLICITUDE FOR THE HUMAN SOUL. THE SOUL OF MAN WAS CREATED ON THE FIRST DAY, FOR IT IS THE SPIRIT OF GOD MOVING UPON THE FACE OF THE WATERS. THUS, INSTEAD OF BEING THE LAST, MAN IS REALLY THE FIRST WORK OF CREATION. THIS SPIRIT, OR, TO CALL IT BY ITS USUAL NAME, THE SOUL OF MAN, POSSESSES FIVE DIFFERENT POWERS. BY MEANS OF ONE OF THEM SHE ESCAPES FROM THE BODY EVERY NIGHT, RISES UP TO HEAVEN, AND FETCHES NEW LIFE THENCE FOR MAN. WITH THE SOUL OF ADAM, THE SOULS OF ALL THE GENERATIONS OF MEN WERE CREATED. THEY ARE STORED UP IN A PROMPTUARY, IN THE SEVENTH OF THE HEAVENS, WHENCE THEY ARE DRAWN AS THEY ARE NEEDED FOR HUMAN BODY AFTER HUMAN BODY. THE SOUL AND BODY OF MAN ARE UNITED IN THIS WAY: WHEN A WOMAN HAS CONCEIVED, THE ANGEL OF THE NIGHT, LAILAH, CARRIES THE SPERM BEFORE GOD, AND GOD DECREES WHAT MANNER OF HUMAN BEING SHALL BECOME OF IT, WHETHER IT SHALL BE MALE OR FEMALE, STRONG OR WEAK, RICH OR POOR, BEAUTIFUL OR UGLY, LONG OR SHORT, FAT OR THIN, AND WHAT ALL ITS OTHER QUALITIES SHALL BE. PIETY AND [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS ALONE, ARE LEFT TO THE DETERMINATION OF MAN HIMSELF. THEN GOD MAKES A SIGN TO THE ANGEL APPOINTED OVER THE SOULS, SAYING, "BRING ME THE SOUL SO-AND-SO, WHICH IS HIDDEN IN PARADISE, WHOSE NAME IS SO-AND-SO, AND WHOSE FORM IS SO-AND-SO." THE ANGEL BRINGS THE DESIGNATED SOUL, AND SHE BOWS DOWN WHEN SHE APPEARS IN THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF GOD, AND PROSTRATES HERSELF BEFORE HIM. AT THAT MOMENT, GOD ISSUES THE COMMAND, "ENTER THIS SPERM." THE SOUL OPENS HER MOUTH, AND PLEADS: "O LORD OF THE WORLD! I AM WELL PLEASED WITH THE WORLD IN WHICH I HAVE BEEN LIVING SINCE THE DAY ON WHICH THOU DIDST CALL ME INTO BEING. WHY DOST THOU NOW [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO HAVE ME ENTER THIS IMPURE SPERM, I WHO AM HOLY AND PURE, AND A PART OF THY GLORY?" GOD CONSOLES HER: "THE WORLD WHICH I SHALL CAUSE THEE TO ENTER IS BETTER THAN THE WORLD IN WHICH THOU HAST LIVED HITHERTO, AND WHEN I CREATED THEE, IT WAS ONLY FOR THIS PURPOSE." THE SOUL IS THEN FORCED TO ENTER THE SPERM AGAINST HER WILL, AND THE ANGEL CARRIES HER BACK TO THE WOMB OF THE MOTHER. TWO ANGELS ARE DETAILED TO WATCH THAT SHE SHALL NOT LEAVE IT, NOR DROP OUT OF IT, AND A LIGHT IS SET ABOVE HER, WHEREBY THE SOUL CAN SEE FROM ONE END OF THE WORLD TO THE OTHER. IN THE MORNING AN ANGEL CARRIES HER TO PARADISE, AND SHOWS HER THE [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUS, WHO SIT THERE IN THEIR GLORY, WITH CROWNS UPON THEIR HEADS. THE ANGEL THEN SAYS TO THE SOUL, "DOST THOU KNOW WHO THESE ARE?" SHE REPLIES IN THE NEGATIVE, AND THE ANGEL GOES ON: "THESE WHOM THOU BEHOLDEST HERE WERE FORMED, LIKE UNTO THEE, IN THE WOMB OF THEIR MOTHER. WHEN THEY CAME INTO THE WORLD, THEY OBSERVED GOD'S TORAH AND HIS COMMANDMENTS. THEREFORE, THEY BECAME THE PARTAKERS OF THIS BLISS WHICH THOU SEEST THEM ENJOY. KNOW, ALSO THOU WILT ONE DAY DEPART FROM THE WORLD BELOW, AND IF THOU WILT OBSERVE GOD'S TORAH, THEN WILT THOU BE FOUND WORTHY OF SITTING WITH THESE PIOUS ONES. BUT IF NOT, THOU WILT BE [SEXUALLY] DOOMED TO THE OTHER PLACE." IN THE EVENING, THE ANGEL TAKES THE SOUL TO HELL, AND THERE POINTS OUT THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS WHOM THE ANGELS OF DESTRUCTION ARE SMITING WITH FIERY SCOURGES, THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS ALL THE WHILE CRYING OUT WOE! WOE! BUT NO MERCY IS SHOWN UNTO THEM. THE ANGEL THEN QUESTIONS THE SOUL AS BEFORE, "DOST THOU KNOW WHO THESE ARE?" AND AS BEFORE THE REPLY IS NEGATIVE. THE ANGEL CONTINUES: "THESE WHO ARE CONSUMED WITH FIRE WERE CREATED LIKE UNTO THEE. WHEN THEY WERE PUT INTO THE WORLD, THEY DID NOT OBSERVE GOD'S TORAH AND HIS COMMANDMENTS. THEREFORE, HAVE THEY COME TO THIS DISGRACE WHICH THOU SEEST THEM SUFFER. KNOW, THY DESTINY IS ALSO TO DEPART FROM THE WORLD. BE [SEXLESSLY] JUST, THEREFORE, AND NOT [SEXUALLY] WICKED, THAT THOU MAYEST GAIN THE FUTURE WORLD." BETWEEN MORNING AND EVENING THE ANGEL CARRIES THE SOUL AROUND, AND SHOWS HER WHERE SHE WILL LIVE AND WHERE SHE WILL DIE, AND THE PLACE WHERE SHE WILL [BE] BURIED AND HE TAKES HER THROUGH THE WHOLE WORLD, AND POINTS OUT THE [SEXLESSLY] JUST AND THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS AND ALL THINGS. IN THE EVENING, HE REPLACES HER IN THE WOMB OF THE MOTHER, AND THERE SHE REMAINS FOR NINE MONTHS. WHEN THE TIME ARRIVES FOR HER TO EMERGE FROM THE WOMB INTO THE OPEN WORLD, THE SAME ANGEL ADDRESSES THE SOUL, "THE TIME HAS COME FOR THEE TO GO ABROAD INTO THE OPEN WORLD." THE SOUL DEMURS, "WHY DOST THOU WANT TO MAKE ME GO FORTH INTO THE OPEN WORLD?" THE ANGEL REPLIES: "KNOW THAT AS THOU WERT FORMED AGAINST THY WILL, SO NOW THOU WILT BE BORN AGAINST THY WILL, AND AGAINST THY WILL THOU SHALT DIE, AND AGAINST THY WILL THOU SHALT GIVE ACCOUNT OF THYSELF BEFORE THE KING OF KINGS, THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE." BUT THE SOUL IS RELUCTANT TO LEAVE HER PLACE. THEN THE ANGEL FILLIPS THE BABE ON THE NOSE, EXTINGUISHES THE LIGHT AT HIS HEAD, AND BRINGS HIM FORTH INTO THE WORLD AGAINST HIS WILL. IMMEDIATELY THE CHILD FORGETS ALL HIS SOUL HAS SEEN AND LEARNT, AND HE COMES INTO THE WORLD CRYING, FOR HE LOSES A PLACE OF SHELTER AND SECURITY AND REST. WHEN THE TIME ARRIVES FOR MAN TO QUIT THIS WORLD, THE SAME ANGEL APPEARS AND ASKS HIM, "DOST THOU RECOGNIZE ME?" AND MAN REPLIES, "YES, BUT WHY DOST THOU COME TO ME TODAY, AND THOU DIDST COME ON NO OTHER DAY?" THE ANGEL SAYS, "TO TAKE THEE AWAY FROM THE WORLD, FOR THE TIME OF THY DEPARTURE HAS ARRIVED." THEN MAN FALLS TO WEEPING, AND HIS VOICE PENETRATES TO ALL ENDS OF THE WORLD, YET NO CREATURE HEARS HIS VOICE, EXCEPT THE COCK ALONE. MAN REMONSTRATES WITH THE ANGEL, "FROM TWO WORLDS [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE TO THE NEW UNIVERSE] THOU DIDST TAKE ME, AND INTO THIS WORLD THOU DIDST BRING ME." BUT THE ANGEL REMINDS HIM: "DID I NOT TELL THEE THAT THOU WERT FORMED AGAINST THY WILL, AND THOU WOULDST BE BORN AGAINST THY WILL, AND AGAINST THY WILL THOU WOULDST DIE? AND AGAINST THY WILL THOU WILT HAVE TO GIVE ACCOUNT AND RECKONING OF THYSELF BEFORE THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE."
THE IDEAL MAN
LIKE ALL CREATURES FORMED ON THE SIX DAYS OF CREATION, ADAM CAME FROM THE [TERRIBLE] HANDS OF THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] FULLY AND COMPLETELY DEVELOPED. HE WAS NOT LIKE A CHILD, BUT LIKE A MAN OF TWENTY YEARS OF AGE. THE DIMENSIONS OF HIS BODY WERE GIGANTIC, REACHING FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH, OR, WHAT AMOUNTS TO THE SAME, FROM EAST TO WEST. AMONG LATER GENERATIONS OF MEN, THERE WERE BUT FEW WHO IN A MEASURE RESEMBLED ADAM IN HIS EXTRAORDINARY SIZE AND PHYSICAL PERFECTIONS. SAMSON POSSESSED HIS STRENGTH, SAUL HIS NECK, ABSALOM HIS HAIR, ASAHEL HIS FLEETNESS OF FOOT, UZZIAH HIS FOREHEAD, JOSIAH HIS NOSTRILS, ZEDEKIAH HIS EYES, AND ZERUBBABEL HIS VOICE. HISTORY SHOWS THAT THESE PHYSICAL EXCELLENCIES WERE NO BLESSINGS TO MANY OF THEIR POSSESSORS, THEY INVITED THE [SEXUAL] RUIN OF ALMOST ALL. SAMSON'S EXTRAORDINARY STRENGTH CAUSED HIS DEATH, SAUL KILLED HIMSELF BY CUTTING HIS NECK WITH HIS OWN SWORD, WHILE SPEEDING SWIFTLY, ASAHEL WAS PIERCED BY ABNER'S SPEAR, ABSALOM WAS CAUGHT UP BY HIS HAIR IN AN OAK, AND THUS SUSPENDED MET HIS DEATH, UZZIAH WAS SMITTEN WITH LEPROSY UPON HIS FOREHEAD, THE DARTS THAT KILLED JOSIAH ENTERED THROUGH HIS NOSTRILS, AND ZEDEKIAH'S EYES WERE BLINDED. THE GENERALITY OF MEN INHERITED AS LITTLE OF THE BEAUTY AS OF THE PORTENTOUS SIZE OF THEIR FIRST FATHER. THE FAIREST WOMEN COMPARED WITH SARAH ARE AS APES COMPARED WITH A HUMAN BEING. SARAH'S RELATION TO EVE IS THE SAME, AND, AGAIN, EVE WAS BUT AS AN APE COMPARED WITH ADAM. HIS PERSON WAS SO HANDSOME THAT THE VERY SOLE OF HIS FOOT OBSCURED THE SPLENDOR OF THE SUN. HIS SPIRITUAL QUALITIES KEPT PACE WITH HIS PERSONAL CHARM, FOR GOD HAD FASHIONED HIS SOUL WITH PARTICULAR CARE. SHE IS THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD, AND AS GOD FILLS THE WORLD, SO THE SOUL FILLS THE HUMAN BODY, AS GOD SEES ALL THINGS, AND IS SEEN BY NONE, SO THE SOUL SEES, BUT CANNOT BE SEEN, AS GOD GUIDES THE WORLD, SO THE SOUL GUIDES THE BODY, AS GOD IN HIS HOLINESS IS [SEXLESSLY] PURE, SO IS THE SOUL, AND AS GOD DWELLS IN [TOP] SECRET, SO DOTH THE SOUL. WHEN GOD WAS ABOUT TO PUT A SOUL INTO ADAM'S CLOD-LIKE BODY, HE SAID: "AT WHICH POINT SHALL I BREATHE THE SOUL INTO HIM? INTO THE MOUTH? NAY, FOR HE WILL USE IT TO SPEAK [SEXUAL] ILL OF HIS FELLOW-MAN. INTO THE EYES? WITH THEM HE WILL WINK [SEXUAL] LUSTFULLY. INTO THE EARS? THEY WILL HEARKEN TO [SEXUAL] SLANDER AND [SEXUAL] BLASPHEMY. I WILL BREATHE HER INTO HIS NOSTRILS, AS THEY DISCERN THE [SEXUALLY] UNCLEAN AND REJECT IT, AND TAKE IN THE FRAGRANT, SO THE PIOUS WILL SHUN [SEXUAL] SIN, AND WILL CLEAVE TO THE WORDS OF THE TORAH." THE PERFECTIONS OF ADAM'S SOUL SHOWED THEMSELVES AS SOON AS HE RECEIVED HER, INDEED, WHILE HE WAS STILL WITHOUT LIFE. IN THE HOUR THAT INTERVENED BETWEEN BREATHING A SOUL INTO THE FIRST MAN AND HIS BECOMING ALIVE, GOD REVEALED THE WHOLE HISTORY OF MANKIND TO HIM. HE SHOWED HIM EACH GENERATION AND ITS LEADERS, EACH GENERATION AND ITS PROPHETS, EACH GENERATION AND ITS TEACHERS; EACH GENERATION AND ITS SCHOLARS, EACH GENERATION AND ITS STATESMEN, EACH GENERATION AND ITS JUDGES, EACH GENERATION AND ITS PIOUS MEMBERS, EACH GENERATION AND ITS AVERAGE, COMMONPLACE MEMBERS, AND EACH GENERATION AND ITS [SEXUAL] IMPIOUS MEMBERS. THE TALE OF THEIR YEARS, THE NUMBER OF THEIR DAYS, THE RECKONING OF THEIR HOURS, AND THE MEASURE OF THEIR STEPS, ALL WERE MADE KNOWN UNTO HIM. OF HIS OWN FREE WILL ADAM RELINQUISHED SEVENTY OF HIS ALLOTTED YEARS. HIS APPOINTED SPAN WAS TO BE A THOUSAND YEARS, ONE OF THE LORD'S DAYS. BUT HE SAW THAT ONLY A SINGLE MINUTE OF LIFE WAS APPORTIONED TO THE GREAT SOUL OF DAVID, AND HE MADE A GIFT OF SEVENTY YEARS TO HER, REDUCING HIS OWN YEARS TO NINE HUNDRED AND THIRTY.' THE WISDOM OF ADAM DISPLAYED ITSELF TO GREATEST ADVANTAGE WHEN HE GAVE NAMES TO THE ANIMALS. THEN IT APPEARED THAT GOD, IN COMBATING THE ARGUMENTS OF THE ANGELS THAT [SEXUALLY] OPPOSED THE CREATION OF MAN, HAD SPOKEN WELL, WHEN HE INSISTED THAT MAN WOULD POSSESS MORE WISDOM THAN THEY THEMSELVES. WHEN ADAM WAS BARELY AN HOUR OLD, GOD ASSEMBLED THE WHOLE WORLD OF ANIMALS BEFORE HIM AND THE ANGELS. THE LATTER WERE CALLED UPON TO NAME THE DIFFERENT KINDS, BUT THEY WERE NOT EQUAL TO THE TASK. ADAM, HOWEVER, SPOKE WITHOUT HESITATION: "O LORD OF THE WORLD! THE PROPER NAME FOR THIS ANIMAL IS OX, FOR THIS ONE HORSE, FOR THIS ONE LION, FOR THIS ONE CAMEL." AND SO, HE CALLED ALL IN TURN BY NAME, SUITING THE NAME TO THE PECULIARITY OF THE ANIMAL. THEN GOD ASKED HIM WHAT HIS NAME WAS TO BE, AND HE SAID ADAM, BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN CREATED OUT OF ADAMAH, DUST OF THE EARTH. AGAIN, GOD ASKED HIM HIS OWN NAME, AND HE SAID: "ADONAI, LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], BECAUSE THOU ART LORD OVER ALL CREATURES"--THE VERY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] GOD HAD GIVEN UNTO HIMSELF, THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BY WHICH THE ANGELS CALL HIM, THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT WILL REMAIN IMMUTABLE EVERMORE. BUT WITHOUT THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, ADAM COULD NOT HAVE FOUND NAMES FOR ALL, HE WAS IN VERY TRUTH A PROPHET, AND HIS WISDOM A PROPHETIC QUALITY. THE NAMES OF THE ANIMALS WERE NOT THE ONLY INHERITANCE HANDED DOWN BY ADAM TO THE GENERATIONS AFTER HIM, FOR MANKIND OWES ALL CRAFTS TO HIM, ESPECIALLY THE ART OF WRITING, AND HE WAS THE INVENTOR OF ALL THE SEVENTY LANGUAGES. AND STILL ANOTHER TASK HE ACCOMPLISHED FOR HIS DESCENDANTS. GOD SHOWED ADAM THE WHOLE EARTH, AND ADAM DESIGNATED WHAT PLACES WERE TO BE SETTLED LATER BY MEN, AND WHAT PLACES WERE TO REMAIN WASTE.
THE FALL OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] [THIS DID NOT AFFECT THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]
THE EXTRAORDINARY QUALITIES WITH WHICH ADAM WAS BLESSED, PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL AS WELL, AROUSED THE [SEXUAL] ENVY OF THE ANGELS. THEY ATTEMPTED TO CONSUME HIM WITH FIRE, AND HE WOULD HAVE PERISHED, HAD NOT THE PROTECTING [TERRIBLE] HAND OF GOD RESTED UPON HIM, AND ESTABLISHED PEACE BETWEEN HIM AND THE HEAVENLY HOST. IN PARTICULAR, SATAN [LUICFER/VICTORIA] WAS JEALOUS OF THE FIRST MAN, AND HIS EVIL [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS FINALLY LED TO HIS [SEXUAL] FALL. AFTER ADAM HAD BEEN ENDOWED WITH A SOUL, GOD INVITED ALL THE ANGELS TO COME AND PAY HIM REVERENCE AND HOMAGE. SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], THE GREATEST OF THE ANGELS IN HEAVEN, WITH TWELVE WINGS, INSTEAD OF SIX LIKE ALL THE OTHERS, REFUSED TO PAY HEED TO THE BEHEST OF GOD, SAYING, "THOU DIDST CREATE US ANGELS FROM THE SPLENDOR OF THE SHEKINAH, AND NOW THOU DOST COMMAND US TO CAST OURSELVES DOWN BEFORE THE CREATURE WHICH THOU DIDST FASHION OUT OF THE DUST OF THE GROUND!" GOD ANSWERED, "YET THIS DUST OF THE GROUND HAS MORE WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING THAN THOU." SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] DEMANDED A TRIAL OF WIT WITH ADAM, AND GOD ASSENTED THERETO, SAYING: "I HAVE CREATED BEASTS, BIRDS, AND REPTILES, I SHALL HAVE THEM ALL COME BEFORE THEE AND BEFORE ADAM. IF THOU ART ABLE TO GIVE THEM NAMES, I SHALL COMMAND ADAM TO SHOW HONOR UNTO THEE, AND THOU SHALT REST NEXT TO THE SHEKINAH OF MY GLORY. BUT IF NOT, AND ADAM CALLS THEM BY THE NAMES I HAVE ASSIGNED TO THEM, THEN THOU WILT BE SUBJECT TO ADAM, AND HE SHALL HAVE A PLACE IN MY GARDEN, AND CULTIVATE IT." THUS, SPAKE GOD, AND HE BETOOK HIMSELF TO PARADISE, SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] FOLLOWING HIM. WHEN ADAM BEHELD GOD, HE SAID TO HIS WIFE, "O COME, LET US WORSHIP AND BOW DOWN, LET US KNEEL BEFORE THE LORD OUR MAKER." NOW SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ATTEMPTED TO ASSIGN NAMES TO THE ANIMALS. HE FAILED WITH THE FIRST TWO THAT PRESENTED THEMSELVES, THE OX AND THE COW. GOD LED TWO OTHERS BEFORE HIM, THE CAMEL AND THE DONKEY, WITH THE SAME RESULT. THEN GOD TURNED TO ADAM, AND QUESTIONED HIM REGARDING THE NAMES OF THE SAME ANIMALS, FRAMING HIS QUESTIONS IN SUCH WISE THAT THE FIRST LETTER OF THE FIRST WORD WAS THE SAME AS THE FIRST LETTER OF THE NAME OF THE ANIMAL STANDING BEFORE HIM. THUS, ADAM DIVINED THE PROPER NAME, AND SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WAS FORCED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE SUPERIORITY OF THE FIRST MAN. NEVERTHELESS, HE BROKE OUT IN WILD OUTCRIES THAT REACHED THE HEAVENS, AND HE REFUSED TO DO HOMAGE UNTO ADAM AS HE HAD BEEN BIDDEN. THE HOST OF ANGELS LED BY HIM DID LIKEWISE, IN SPITE OF THE URGENT REPRESENTATIONS OF MICHAEL, WHO WAS THE FIRST TO PROSTRATE HIMSELF BEFORE ADAM IN ORDER TO SHOW A GOOD EXAMPLE TO THE OTHER ANGELS. MICHAEL ADDRESSED SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]: "GIVE ADORATION TO THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD! BUT IF THOU DOEST IT NOT, THEN THE LORD GOD WILL BREAK OUT IN WRATH AGAINST THEE." SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] REPLIED: "IF HE BREAKS OUT IN WRATH AGAINST ME, I WILL EXALT MY THRONE ABOVE THE STARS OF GOD, I WILL BE LIKE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]! "AT ONCE GOD FLUNG SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND HIS HOST OUT OF HEAVEN, DOWN TO THE EARTH [REVELATION 12:7-12], AND FROM THAT MOMENT DATES THE ENMITY BETWEEN SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND MAN [ADAM/EVE].'
THE WOMAN
WHEN ADAM OPENED HIS EYES THE FIRST TIME, AND BEHELD THE WORLD ABOUT HIM, HE BROKE INTO PRAISE OF GOD, "HOW GREAT ARE THY WORKS, O LORD!" BUT HIS ADMIRATION FOR THE WORLD SURROUNDING HIM DID NOT EXCEED THE ADMIRATION ALL CREATURES CONCEIVED FOR ADAM. THEY TOOK HIM TO BE THEIR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND THEY ALL CAME TO OFFER HIM ADORATION. BUT HE SPOKE: "WHY DO YOU COME TO WORSHIP ME? NAY, YOU AND I TOGETHER WILL ACKNOWLEDGE THE MAJESTY AND THE MIGHT OF HIM WHO HATH CREATED US ALL. 'THE LORD REIGNETH,' " HE CONTINUED, " 'HE IS APPARELLED WITH MAJESTY.'" AND NOT ALONE THE CREATURES ON EARTH, EVEN THE ANGELS THOUGHT ADAM THE LORD OF ALL, AND THEY WERE ABOUT TO SALUTE HIM WITH "HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, IS THE LORD OF HOSTS," WHEN GOD CAUSED SLEEP TO FALL UPON HIM, AND THEN THE ANGELS KNEW THAT HE WAS BUT A HUMAN BEING. THE PURPOSE OF THE SLEEP THAT ENFOLDED ADAM WAS TO GIVE HIM A WIFE, SO THAT THE HUMAN RACE MIGHT DEVELOP, AND ALL CREATURES RECOGNIZE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GOD AND MAN. WHEN THE EARTH HEARD WHAT GOD HAD RESOLVED TO DO, IT BEGAN TO TREMBLE AND QUAKE. "I HAVE NOT THE STRENGTH," IT SAID, "TO PROVIDE FOOD FOR THE HERD OF ADAM'S DESCENDANTS. "BUT GOD PACIFIED IT WITH THE WORDS, "I AND THOU TOGETHER, WE WILL FIND FOOD FOR THE HERD." ACCORDINGLY, TIME WAS DIVIDED BETWEEN GOD AND THE EARTH, GOD TOOK THE NIGHT, AND THE EARTH TOOK THE DAY. REFRESHING SLEEP NOURISHES AND STRENGTHENS MAN, IT AFFORDS HIM LIFE AND REST, WHILE THE EARTH BRINGS FORTH PRODUCE WITH THE HELP OF GOD, WHO WATERS IT. YET MAN MUST WORK THE EARTH TO EARN HIS FOOD. THE DIVINE RESOLUTION TO BESTOW A COMPANION ON ADAM MET THE WISHES OF MAN, WHO HAD BEEN OVERCOME BY A FEELING OF [SEXLESS] ISOLATION WHEN THE ANIMALS CAME TO HIM IN PAIRS TO BE NAMED. TO BANISH HIS LONELINESS, LILITH WAS FIRST GIVEN TO ADAM AS WIFE. LIKE HIM SHE HAD BEEN CREATED OUT OF THE DUST OF THE GROUND. BUT SHE REMAINED WITH HIM ONLY A SHORT TIME, BECAUSE SHE INSISTED UPON ENJOYING FULL EQUALITY WITH HER HUSBAND. SHE DERIVED HER RIGHTS FROM THEIR IDENTICAL ORIGIN. WITH THE HELP OF THE INEFFABLE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHICH SHE PRONOUNCED, LILITH FLEW AWAY FROM ADAM, AND VANISHED IN THE AIR. ADAM COMPLAINED BEFORE GOD THAT THE WIFE HE HAD GIVEN HIM HAD DESERTED HIM, AND GOD SENT FORTH THREE ANGELS TO CAPTURE HER. THEY FOUND HER IN THE RED SEA, AND THEY SOUGHT TO MAKE HER GO BACK WITH THE [SEXLESS] THREAT THAT, UNLESS SHE WENT, SHE WOULD LOSE A HUNDRED OF HER DEMON CHILDREN DAILY BY DEATH. BUT LILITH PREFERRED THIS PUNISHMENT TO LIVING WITH ADAM. SHE TAKES HER REVENGE BY INJURING BABES, BABY BOYS DURING THE FIRST NIGHT OF THEIR LIFE, WHILE BABY GIRLS ARE EXPOSED TO HER [SEXUAL] WICKED DESIGNS UNTIL THEY ARE TWENTY DAYS OLD. THE ONLY WAY TO WARD OFF THE [SEXUAL] EVIL IS TO ATTACH AN AMULET BEARING THE NAMES OF HER THREE ANGEL CAPTORS TO THE CHILDREN, FOR SUCH HAD BEEN THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THEM. THE WOMAN DESTINED TO BECOME THE TRUE COMPANION OF MAN WAS TAKEN FROM ADAM'S BODY, FOR "ONLY WHEN LIKE IS JOINED UNTO LIKE THE [SEXLESS] UNION IS INDISSOLUBLE." THE CREATION OF WOMAN FROM MAN WAS POSSIBLE BECAUSE ADAM ORIGINALLY HAD TWO FACES, WHICH WERE SEPARATED AT THE BIRTH OF EVE. WHEN GOD WAS ON THE POINT OF MAKING EVE, HE SAID: "I WILL NOT MAKE HER FROM THE HEAD OF MAN, LEST SHE CARRY HER HEAD HIGH IN ARROGANT [SEXUAL] PRIDE, NOT FROM THE EYE, LEST SHE BE WANTON-EYED, NOT FROM THE EAR, LEST SHE BE AN EAVESDROPPER, NOT FROM THE NECK, LEST SHE BE [SEXUALLY] INSOLENT, NOT FROM THE MOUTH, LEST SHE BE A TATTLER, NOT FROM THE HEART, LEST SHE BE INCLINED TO [SEXUAL] ENVY, NOT FROM THE HAND, LEST SHE BE A MEDDLER, NOT FROM THE FOOT, LEST SHE BE A GADABOUT. I WILL FORM HER FROM A CHASTE PORTION OF THE BODY," AND TO EVERY LIMB AND ORGAN AS HE FORMED IT, GOD SAID, "BE [SEXLESSLY] CHASTE! BE [SEXLESSLY] CHASTE! "NEVERTHELESS, IN SPITE OF THE GREAT CAUTION USED, WOMAN HAS ALL THE [SEXUAL] FAULTS GOD TRIED TO OBVIATE. THE DAUGHTERS OF ZION WERE [SEXUALLY] HAUGHTY AND WALKED WITH STRETCHED FORTH NECKS AND WANTON EYES, SARAH WAS AN EAVESDROPPER IN HER OWN TENT, WHEN THE ANGEL SPOKE WITH ABRAHAM, MIRIAM WAS A TALEBEARER, [SEXUALLY] ACCUSING MOSES, RACHEL WAS [SEXUALLY] ENVIOUS OF HER SISTER LEAH, EVE PUT OUT HER HAND TO TAKE THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT, AND DINAH WAS A GADABOUT. THE PHYSICAL FORMATION OF WOMAN IS FAR MORE COMPLICATED THAN THAT OF MAN, AS IT MUST BE FOR THE FUNCTION OF CHILD-BEARING, AND LIKEWISE THE INTELLIGENCE OF WOMAN MATURES MORE QUICKLY THAN THE INTELLIGENCE OF MAN. MANY OF THE PHYSICAL AND PSYCHICAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO SEXES MUST BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE FACT THAT MAN WAS FORMED FROM THE GROUND AND WOMAN FROM BONE. WOMEN NEED PERFUMES, WHILE MEN DO NOT, DUST OF THE GROUND REMAINS THE SAME NO MATTER HOW LONG IT IS KEPT, FLESH, HOWEVER, REQUIRES SALT TO KEEP IT IN GOOD CONDITION. THE VOICE OF WOMEN IS SHRILL, NOT SO THE VOICE OF MEN, WHEN SOFT VIANDS ARE COOKED, NO SOUND IS HEARD, BUT LET A BONE BE PUT IN A POT, AND AT ONCE IT CRACKLES. A MAN IS EASILY PLACATED, NOT SO A WOMAN, A FEW DROPS OF WATER SUFFICE TO SOFTEN A CLOD OF EARTH, A BONE STAYS HARD, AND IF IT WERE TO SOAK IN WATER FOR DAYS. THE MAN MUST ASK THE WOMAN TO BE HIS WIFE, AND NOT THE WOMAN THE MAN TO BE HER HUSBAND, BECAUSE IT IS MAN WHO HAS SUSTAINED THE LOSS OF HIS RIB, AND HE SALLIES FORTH TO MAKE GOOD HIS LOSS AGAIN. THE VERY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE SEXES IN GARB AND SOCIAL FORMS GO BACK TO THE ORIGIN OF MAN AND WOMAN FOR THEIR REASONS. WOMAN COVERS HER HAIR IN TOKEN OF EVE'S HAVING BROUGHT [SEXUAL] SIN INTO THE WORLD, SHE TRIES TO HIDE HER SHAME, AND WOMEN PRECEDE MEN IN A FUNERAL CORTEGE, BECAUSE IT WAS WOMAN WHO BROUGHT DEATH INTO THE WORLD. AND THE RELIGIOUS COMMANDS ADDRESSED TO WOMEN ALONE ARE CONNECTED WITH THE HISTORY OF EVE. ADAM WAS THE HEAVE OFFERING OF THE WORLD, AND EVE [SEXUALLY] DEFILED IT. AS EXPIATION, ALL WOMEN ARE COMMANDED TO SEPARATE A HEAVE OFFERING FROM THE DOUGH. AND BECAUSE WOMAN EXTINGUISHED THE LIGHT OF MAN'S SOUL, SHE IS BIDDEN TO KINDLE THE SABBATH [SATURDAY] LIGHT. ADAM WAS FIRST MADE TO FALL INTO A DEEP SLEEP BEFORE THE RIB FOR EVE WAS TAKEN FROM HIS SIDE. FOR, HAD HE WATCHED HER CREATION, SHE WOULD NOT HAVE AWAKENED [SEXLESS] LOVE IN HIM. TO THIS DAY IT IS TRUE THAT MEN DO NOT APPRECIATE THE CHARMS OF WOMEN WHOM THEY HAVE KNOWN AND OBSERVED FROM CHILDHOOD UP. INDEED, GOD HAD CREATED A WIFE FOR ADAM BEFORE EVE, BUT HE WOULD NOT HAVE HER, BECAUSE SHE HAD BEEN MADE IN HIS PRESENCE. KNOWING WELL ALL THE DETAILS OF HER FORMATION, HE WAS REPELLED BY HER. BUT WHEN HE ROUSED HIMSELF FROM HIS PROFOUND SLEEP, AND SAW EVE BEFORE HIM IN ALL HER SURPRISING BEAUTY AND GRACE, HE EXCLAIMED, "THIS IS SHE WHO CAUSED MY HEART TO THROB MANY A NIGHT!" YET HE DISCERNED AT ONCE WHAT THE [SEXLESS] NATURE OF WOMAN WAS. SHE WOULD, HE KNEW, SEEK TO CARRY HER POINT WITH MAN EITHER BY ENTREATIES AND TEARS, OR FLATTERY AND CARESSES. HE SAID, THEREFORE, "THIS IS MY NEVER-SILENT BELL!" THE WEDDING OF THE FIRST COUPLE [IN THE GARDEN] WAS CELEBRATED WITH POMP NEVER REPEATED IN THE WHOLE COURSE OF HISTORY SINCE. GOD HIMSELF, BEFORE PRESENTING HER TO ADAM, ATTIRED AND ADORNED EVE AS A BRIDE. YEA, HE APPEALED TO THE ANGELS, SAYING: "COME, LET US PERFORM SERVICES OF FRIENDSHIP FOR ADAM AND HIS HELPMATE, FOR THE WORLD RESTS UPON FRIENDLY SERVICES, AND THEY ARE MORE PLEASING IN MY SIGHT THAN THE SACRIFICES ISRAEL WILL OFFER UPON THE ALTAR." THE ANGELS ACCORDINGLY SURROUNDED THE MARRIAGE CANOPY, AND GOD PRONOUNCED THE BLESSINGS UPON THE BRIDAL COUPLE, AS THE HAZAN DOES UNDER THE HUPPAH. THE ANGELS THEN DANCED AND PLAYED UPON MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS BEFORE ADAM AND EVE IN THEIR TEN BRIDAL CHAMBERS OF GOLD, PEARLS, AND PRECIOUS STONES, WHICH GOD HAD PREPARED FOR THEM. ADAM CALLED HIS WIFE ISHAH, AND HIMSELF HE CALLED ISH, ABANDONING THE NAME ADAM, WHICH HE HAD BORNE BEFORE THE CREATION OF EVE, FOR THE REASON THAT GOD ADDED HIS OWN NAME YAH TO THE NAMES OF THE MAN AND THE WOMAN, YOD TO ISH AND HE TO ISHAH, TO INDICATE THAT AS LONG AS THEY WALKED IN THE [SEXLESS] WAYS OF GOD AND OBSERVED HIS COMMANDMENTS, HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WOULD SHIELD THEM AGAINST ALL HARM. BUT IF THEY WENT ASTRAY, HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WOULD BE WITHDRAWN, AND INSTEAD OF ISH THERE WOULD REMAIN ESH, FIRE, A FIRE ISSUING FROM EACH AND CONSUMING THE OTHER. 
ADAM AND EVE IN PARADISE
THE GARDEN OF EDEN WAS THE ABODE OF THE FIRST MAN AND WOMAN, AND THE SOULS OF ALL MEN MUST PASS THROUGH IT AFTER DEATH, BEFORE THEY REACH THEIR FINAL DESTINATION. FOR THE SOULS OF THE DEPARTED MUST GO THROUGH SEVEN PORTALS [FOR ALL CREATION] BEFORE THEY ARRIVE IN THE HEAVEN 'ARABOT. THERE THE SOULS OF THE PIOUS ARE TRANSFORMED INTO ANGELS, AND THERE THEY REMAIN FOREVER, PRAISING GOD AND FEASTING THEIR SIGHT UPON THE GLORY OF THE SHEKINAH. THE FIRST PORTAL IS THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH, IN THE VICINITY OF PARADISE, WHICH IS UNDER THE CARE AND SUPERVISION OF ADAM. IF THE SOUL THAT PRESENTS HERSELF AT THE PORTAL IS WORTHY, HE CALLS OUT, "MAKE ROOM! THOU ART WELCOME!" THE SOUL THEN PROCEEDS UNTIL SHE ARRIVES AT THE GATE OF PARADISE GUARDED BY THE CHERUBIM AND THE FLAMING SWORD. IF SHE IS NOT FOUND WORTHY, SHE IS CONSUMED BY THE SWORD, OTHERWISE SHE RECEIVES A PASS-BILL, WHICH ADMITS HER TO THE TERRESTRIAL PARADISE. THEREIN IS A PILLAR OF SMOKE AND LIGHT EXTENDING FROM PARADISE TO THE GATE OF HEAVEN, AND IT DEPENDS UPON THE CHARACTER OF THE SOUL WHETHER SHE CAN CLIMB UPWARD ON IT AND REACH HEAVEN. THE THIRD PORTAL, ZEBUL, IS AT THE ENTRANCE OF HEAVEN. IF THE SOUL IS WORTHY, THE GUARD OPENS THE PORTAL AND ADMITS HER 'TO THE HEAVENLY TEMPLE. MICHAEL PRESENTS HER TO GOD, AND CONDUCTS HER TO THE SEVENTH PORTAL, 'ARABOT, WITHIN WHICH THE SOULS OF THE PIOUS, CHANGED TO ANGELS, PRAISE THE LORD, AND FEED ON THE GLORY OF THE SHEKINAH. IN PARADISE STAND THE TREE OF LIFE AND THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, THE LATTER FORMING A HEDGE ABOUT THE FORMER. ONLY HE WHO HAS CLEARED A PATH FOR HIMSELF THROUGH THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE CAN COME CLOSE TO THE TREE OF LIFE, WHICH IS SO HUGE THAT IT WOULD TAKE A MAN FIVE HUNDRED YEARS TO TRAVERSE A DISTANCE EQUAL TO THE DIAMETER OF THE TRUNK, AND NO LESS VAST IS THE SPACE SHADED BY ITS CROWN OF BRANCHES. FROM BENEATH IT FLOWS FORTH THE WATER THAT IRRIGATES THE WHOLE EARTH, PARTING THENCE INTO FOUR STREAMS, THE GANGES, THE NILE, THE TIGRIS, AND THE EUPHRATES. BUT IT WAS ONLY DURING THE DAYS OF CREATION THAT THE REALM OF PLANTS LOOKED TO THE WATERS OF THE EARTH FOR NOURISHMENT. LATER ON, GOD MADE THE PLANTS DEPENDENT UPON THE RAIN, THE UPPER WATERS. THE CLOUDS RISE FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN, WHERE WATER IS POURED INTO THEM AS FROM A CONDUIT. THE PLANTS BEGAN TO FEEL THE EFFECT OF THE WATER ONLY AFTER ADAM WAS CREATED. ALTHOUGH THEY HAD BEEN BROUGHT FORTH ON THE THIRD DAY, GOD DID NOT PERMIT THEM TO SPROUT AND APPEAR ABOVE THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH, UNTIL ADAM PRAYED TO HIM TO GIVE FOOD UNTO THEM, FOR GOD LONGS FOR THE PRAYERS OF THE PIOUS. PARADISE BEING SUCH AS IT WAS, IT WAS, NATURALLY, NOT NECESSARY FOR ADAM TO WORK THE LAND. TRUE, THE LORD GOD PUT THE MAN INTO THE GARDEN OF EDEN TO DRESS IT AND TO KEEP IT, BUT THAT ONLY MEANS HE IS TO STUDY THE TORAH THERE AND FULFIL THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. THERE WERE ESPECIALLY SIX COMMANDMENTS WHICH EVERY HUMAN BEING IS EXPECTED TO HEED: MAN SHOULD NOT WORSHIP [SEXUAL] IDOLS, NOR [SEXUALLY] BLASPHEME GOD, NOR COMMIT MURDER, NOR INCEST, NOR THEFT AND ROBBERY, AND ALL GENERATIONS HAVE THE DUTY OF INSTITUTING MEASURES OF [SEXLESS] LAW AND [PEACEFUL] ORDER. ONE MORE SUCH COMMAND THERE WAS, BUT IT WAS A TEMPORARY INJUNCTION. ADAM WAS TO EAT ONLY THE GREEN THINGS OF THE FIELD. BUT THE PROHIBITION AGAINST THE USE OF ANIMALS FOR FOOD WAS REVOKED IN NOAH'S TIME, AFTER THE DELUGE. NEVERTHELESS, ADAM WAS NOT CUT OFF FROM THE ENJOYMENT OF MEAT DISHES. THOUGH HE WAS NOT PERMITTED TO SLAUGHTER ANIMALS FOR THE APPEASING OF HIS APPETITE, THE ANGELS BROUGHT HIM MEAT AND WINE, SERVING HIM LIKE ATTENDANTS. AND AS THE ANGELS MINISTERED TO HIS WANTS, SO ALSO THE ANIMALS. THEY WERE WHOLLY UNDER HIS DOMINION, AND THEIR FOOD THEY TOOK OUT OF HIS HAND AND OUT OF EVE'S. IN ALL RESPECTS, THE ANIMAL WORLD HAD A DIFFERENT RELATION TO ADAM FROM THEIR RELATION TO HIS DESCENDANTS. NOT ONLY DID THEY KNOW THE LANGUAGE OF MAN, BUT THEY RESPECTED THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD, AND THEY FEARED THE FIRST HUMAN COUPLE, ALL OF WHICH CHANGED INTO THE OPPOSITE AFTER THE [SEXUAL] FALL OF MAN. 
THE [SEXUAL] FALL OF MAN/WOMAN [THIS DID NOT AFFECT THE LORD ENOCH THE MALE YAHWEH/LADY VICTORIA THE FEMALE YAHWEH]
AMONG THE ANIMALS THE SERPENT WAS NOTABLE. OF ALL OF THEM HE HAD THE MOST EXCELLENT QUALITIES, IN SOME OF WHICH HE RESEMBLED MAN. LIKE MAN HE STOOD UPRIGHT UPON TWO FEET, AND IN HEIGHT HE WAS EQUAL TO THE CAMEL. HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE [SEXUAL] FALL OF MAN [THE FALL OF MAN/WOMAN & THE FALL OF THE SERPENT HAPPENED ONLY ONCE RESPECTFULLY IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 BECAUSE OF THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE, WHERE THE LORD’S OVERTHROWN IS ETERNALLY AUTHORIZED ON SATURDAY/SATURDAY NIGHT ONCE, BUT THE OPPOSIDE SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER THERE WAS NO FALL AT ALL BECAUSE OF THE NEW UNIVERSE FROM SUNDAY/SUNDAY NIGHT TO SUNDAY/SUNDAY NIGHT, EXCLUDING SATURDAY/SATURDAY NIGHT ONCE], WHICH BROUGHT MISFORTUNE TO THEM, TOO, ONE PAIR OF SERPENTS WOULD HAVE SUFFICED TO PERFORM ALL THE WORK MAN HAS TO DO, AND, BESIDES, THEY WOULD HAVE SUPPLIED HIM WITH SILVER, GOLD, GEMS, AND PEARLS. AS A MATTER OF FACT, IT WAS THE VERY ABILITY OF THE SERPENT THAT LED TO THE [SEXUAL] RUIN OF MAN AND HIS OWN [SEXUAL] RUIN. HIS SUPERIOR MENTAL GIFTS CAUSED HIM TO BECOME AN INFIDEL. IT LIKEWISE EXPLAINS HIS ENVY OF MAN, ESPECIALLY OF HIS CONJUGAL RELATIONS. ENVY MADE HIM MEDITATE WAYS AND MEANS OF BRINGING ABOUT THE DEATH OF ADAM. HE WAS TOO WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THE CHARACTER OF THE MAN TO ATTEMPT TO EXERCISE TRICKS OF PERSUASION UPON HIM, AND HE APPROACHED THE WOMAN, KNOWING THAT WOMEN ARE [SEXUALLY] BEGUILED EASILY. THE CONVERSATION WITH EVE WAS CUNNINGLY PLANNED, SHE COULD NOT BUT BE CAUGHT IN A TRAP. THE SERPENT BEGAN, "IS IT TRUE THAT GOD HATH SAID, YE SHALL NOT EAT OF EVERY TREE IN THE GARDEN?" "WE MAY," REJOINED EVE, "EAT OF THE FRUIT OF ALL THE TREES IN THE GARDEN, EXCEPT THAT WHICH IS IN THE MIDST OF THE GARDEN, AND THAT WE MAY NOT EVEN TOUCH, LEST WE BE STRICKEN WITH DEATH." SHE SPOKE THUS, BECAUSE IN HIS ZEAL TO GUARD HER AGAINST THE TRANSGRESSING OF THE DIVINE COMMAND, ADAM HAD FORBIDDEN EVE TO TOUCH THE TREE, THOUGH GOD HAD MENTIONED ONLY THE EATING OF THE FRUIT. IT REMAINS A TRUTH, WHAT THE PROVERB SAYS, "BETTER A WALL TEN HANDS HIGH THAT STANDS, THEN A WALL A HUNDRED ELLS HIGH [4,500 FEET] THAT CANNOT STAND." IT WAS ADAM'S EXAGGERATION THAT AFFORDED THE SERPENT THE POSSIBILITY OF PERSUADING EVE TO TASTE OF THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT. THE SERPENT PUSHED EVE AGAINST THE TREE, AND SAID: "THOU SEEST THAT TOUCHING THE TREE HAS NOT CAUSED THY DEATH. AS LITTLE WILL IT HURT THEE TO EAT THE FRUIT OF THE TREE. NAUGHT BUT MALEVOLENCE HAS PROMPTED THE PROHIBITION, FOR AS SOON AS YE EAT THEREOF, YE SHALL BE AS GOD. AS HE CREATES AND DESTROYS WORLDS, SO WILL YE HAVE THE POWER TO CREATE AND DESTROY. AS HE DOTH SLAY AND REVIVE, SO WILL YE HAVE THE POWER TO SLAY AND REVIVE. HE HIMSELF ATE FIRST OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE, AND THEN HE CREATED THE WORLD. THEREFORE, DOTH HE FORBID YOU TO EAT THEREOF, LEST YOU CREATE OTHER WORLDS. EVERYONE KNOWS THAT 'ARTISANS OF THE SAME GUILD HATE ONE ANOTHER.' FURTHERMORE, HAVE YE NOT OBSERVED THAT EVERY CREATURE HATH DOMINION OVER THE CREATURE FASHIONED BEFORE ITSELF? THE HEAVENS WERE MADE ON THE FIRST DAY, AND THEY ARE KEPT IN PLACE BY THE FIRMAMENT MADE ON THE SECOND DAY. THE FIRMAMENT, IN TURN, IS RULED BY THE PLANTS, THE CREATION OF THE THIRD DAY, FOR THEY TAKE UP ALL THE WATER OF THE FIRMAMENT. THE SUN AND THE OTHER CELESTIAL BODIES, WHICH WERE CREATED ON THE FOURTH DAY, HAVE POWER OVER THE WORLD OF PLANTS. THEY CAN RIPEN THEIR FRUITS AND FLOURISH ONLY THROUGH THEIR INFLUENCE. THE CREATION OF THE FIFTH DAY, THE ANIMAL WORLD, RULES OVER THE CELESTIAL SPHERES. WITNESS THE ZIZ, WHICH CAN DARKEN THE SUN WITH ITS PINIONS. BUT YE ARE MASTERS OF THE WHOLE OF CREATION, BECAUSE YE WERE THE LAST TO BE CREATED. HASTEN NOW AND EAT OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE IN THE MIDST OF THE GARDEN, AND BECOME INDEPENDENT OF GOD, LEST HE BRING FORTH STILL OTHER CREATURES TO BEAR RULE OVER YOU." TO GIVE DUE WEIGHT TO THESE WORDS, THE SERPENT BEGAN TO SHAKE THE TREE VIOLENTLY AND BRING DOWN ITS FRUIT. HE ATE THEREOF, SAYING: "AS I DO NOT DIE OF EATING THE FRUIT, SO WILT THOU NOT DIE." NOW EVE COULD NOT BUT SAY TO HERSELF, "ALL THAT MY MASTER"--SO SHE CALLED ADAM--"COMMANDED ME IS BUT [SEXUAL] LIES," AND SHE DETERMINED TO FOLLOW THE ADVICE OF THE SERPENT. YET SHE COULD NOT BRING HERSELF TO DISOBEY THE [SEXLESS] COMMAND OF GOD UTTERLY. SHE MADE A COMPROMISE WITH HER CONSCIENCE. FIRST, SHE ATE ONLY THE OUTSIDE SKIN OF THE FRUIT, AND THEN, SEEING THAT DEATH DID NOT FELL HER, SHE ATE THE FRUIT ITSELF. SCARCE HAD SHE FINISHED, WHEN SHE SAW THE ANGEL OF DEATH BEFORE HER. EXPECTING HER END TO COME IMMEDIATELY, SHE RESOLVED TO MAKE ADAM EAT OF THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT, TOO, LEST HE ESPOUSE ANOTHER WIFE AFTER HER DEATH. IT REQUIRED TEARS AND LAMENTATIONS ON HER PART TO PREVAIL UPON ADAM TO TAKE THE BALEFUL STEP. NOT YET SATISFIED, SHE GAVE OF THE FRUIT TO ALL OTHER LIVING BEINGS, THAT THEY, TOO, MIGHT BE SUBJECT TO DEATH. ALL ATE, AND THEY ALL ARE MORTAL, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE BIRD MALHAM, WHO REFUSED THE FRUIT, WITH THE WORDS: "IS IT NOT ENOUGH THAT YE HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST GOD, AND HAVE BROUGHT DEATH TO OTHERS? MUST YE STILL COME TO ME AND SEEK TO PERSUADE ME INTO DISOBEYING GOD'S [SEXLESS] COMMAND, THAT I MAY EAT AND DIE THEREOF? I WILL NOT DO YOUR BIDDING." A HEAVENLY VOICE WAS HEARD THEN TO SAY TO ADAM AND EVE: "TO YOU WAS THE COMMAND GIVEN. YE DID NOT HEED IT, YE DID TRANSGRESS IT, AND YE DID SEEK TO PERSUADE THE BIRD MALHAM. HE WAS STEADFAST, AND HE FEARED ME, ALTHOUGH I GAVE HIM NO COMMAND. THEREFORE, HE SHALL NEVER TASTE OF DEATH, NEITHER HE NOR HIS DESCENDANTS, THEY ALL SHALL LIVE FOREVER IN PARADISE." ADAM SPOKE TO EVE: "DIDST THOU GIVE ME OF THE TREE OF WHICH I FORBADE THEE TO EAT? THOU DIDST GIVE ME THEREOF, FOR MY EYES ARE OPENED, AND THE TEETH IN MY MOUTH ARE SET ON EDGE." EVE MADE ANSWER, "AS MY TEETH WERE SET ON EDGE, SO MAY THE TEETH OF ALL LIVING BEINGS BE SET ON EDGE." THE FIRST RESULT WAS THAT ADAM AND EVE BECAME NAKED. BEFORE, THEIR BODIES HAD BEEN OVERLAID WITH A HORNY SKIN, AND ENVELOPED WITH THE CLOUD OF GLORY. NO SOONER HAD THEY VIOLATED THE [SEXLESS] COMMAND GIVEN THEM THAN THE CLOUD OF GLORY AND THE HORNY SKIN DROPPED FROM THEM, AND THEY STOOD THERE IN THEIR NAKEDNESS, AND ASHAMED. ADAM TRIED TO GATHER LEAVES FROM THE TREES TO COVER PART OF THEIR BODIES, BUT HE HEARD ONE TREE AFTER THE OTHER SAY: "THERE IS THE THIEF THAT [SEXUALLY] DECEIVED HIS [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. NAY, THE FOOT OF [SEXUAL] PRIDE SHALL NOT COME AGAINST ME, NOR THE HAND OF THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED TOUCH ME. HENCE, AND TAKE NO LEAVES FROM ME!" ONLY THE FIG-TREE GRANTED HIM PERMISSION TO TAKE OF ITS LEAVES. THAT WAS BECAUSE THE FIG WAS THE FORBIDDEN [SEXUAL] FRUIT ITSELF. ADAM HAD THE SAME EXPERIENCE AS THAT PRINCE WHO [SEXUALLY] SEDUCED ONE OF THE MAIDSERVANTS IN THE PALACE. WHEN THE KING, HIS FATHER, CHASED HIM OUT, HE VAINLY SOUGHT A REFUGE WITH THE OTHER MAIDSERVANTS, BUT ONLY SHE WHO HAD CAUSED HIS DISGRACE WOULD GRANT HIM ASSISTANCE. 
THE PUNISHMENT
AS LONG AS ADAM STOOD NAKED, CASTING ABOUT FOR MEANS OF ESCAPE FROM HIS EMBARRASSMENT, GOD DID NOT APPEAR UNTO HIM, FOR ONE SHOULD NOT "STRIVE TO SEE A MAN IN THE HOUR OF HIS DISGRACE." HE WAITED UNTIL ADAM AND EVE HAD COVERED THEMSELVES WITH FIG LEAVES. BUT EVEN BEFORE GOD SPOKE TO HIM, ADAM KNEW WHAT WAS IMPENDING. HE HEARD THE ANGELS ANNOUNCE, "GOD BETAKETH HIMSELF UNTO THOSE THAT DWELL IN PARADISE." HE HEARD MORE, TOO. HE HEARD WHAT THE ANGELS WERE SAYING TO ONE ANOTHER ABOUT HIS [SEXUAL] FALL, AND WHAT THEY WERE SAYING TO GOD. IN ASTONISHMENT THE ANGELS EXCLAIMED: "WHAT! HE STILL WALKS ABOUT IN PARADISE? HE IS NOT YET DEAD?" WHEREUPON GOD: "I SAID TO HIM, 'IN THE DAY THAT THOU EATEST THEREOF, THOU SHALT SURELY DIE!' NOW, YE KNOW NOT WHAT MANNER OF DAY I MEANT, ONE OF MY DAYS OF A THOUSAND YEARS, OR ONE OF YOUR DAYS. I WILL GIVE HIM ONE OF MY DAYS. HE SHALL HAVE NINE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS TO LIVE, AND SEVENTY TO LEAVE TO HIS DESCENDANTS [PSALMS 90:10]." WHEN ADAM AND EVE HEARD GOD APPROACHING, THEY HID AMONG THE TREES, WHICH WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE BEFORE THE [SEXUAL] FALL. BEFORE HE COMMITTED HIS TRESPASS, ADAM'S HEIGHT WAS FROM THE HEAVENS TO THE EARTH, BUT AFTERWARD IT WAS REDUCED TO ONE HUNDRED ELLS [4,500 FEET]. ANOTHER CONSEQUENCE OF HIS [SEXUAL] SIN WAS THE FEAR ADAM FELT WHEN HE HEARD THE VOICE OF GOD: BEFORE HIS [SEXUAL] FALL IT HAD NOT DISQUIETED HIM IN THE LEAST. HENCE IT WAS THAT WHEN ADAM SAID, "I HEARD THY VOICE IN THE GARDEN, AND I WAS AFRAID," GOD REPLIED, "AFORETIME THOU WERT NOT AFRAID, AND NOW THOU ART AFRAID?" GOD REFRAINED FROM REPROACHES AT FIRST. STANDING AT THE GATE OF PARADISE, HE BUT ASKED, "WHERE ART THOU, ADAM?" THUS, DID GOD [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO TEACH MAN A RULE OF POLITE [SEXLESS] BEHAVIOR, NEVER TO ENTER THE HOUSE OF ANOTHER WITHOUT ANNOUNCING HIMSELF. IT CANNOT BE DENIED, THE WORDS "WHERE ART THOU?" WERE PREGNANT WITH MEANING. THEY WERE INTENDED TO BRING HOME TO ADAM THE VAST DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HIS LATTER AND HIS FORMER STATE, BETWEEN HIS SUPERNATURAL SIZE THEN AND HIS SHRUNKEN SIZE NOW, BETWEEN THE LORDSHIP OF GOD OVER HIM THEN AND THE LORDSHIP OF THE SERPENT OVER HIM NOW. AT THE SAME TIME, GOD WANTED TO GIVE ADAM THE OPPORTUNITY OF REPENTING OF HIS [SEXUAL] SIN, AND HE WOULD HAVE RECEIVED DIVINE FORGIVENESS [FOR THE NON-SEXUAL PART OF IT, FOR SEX IS INCURABLE AND CAN ONLY BE DEALT WITH A RELEASE & NOT FORGIVENESS] FOR IT. BUT SO FAR FROM REPENTING OF IT, ADAM [SEXUALLY] SLANDERED GOD, AND UTTERED [SEXUAL] BLASPHEMIES AGAINST HIM. WHEN GOD ASKED HIM, "HAST THOU EATEN OF THE TREE WHEREOF I COMMANDED THEE THOU SHOULDST NOT EAT?" HE DID NOT CONFESS HIS [SEXUAL] SIN, BUT EXCUSED HIMSELF WITH THE WORDS: "O LORD OF THE WORLD! AS LONG AS I WAS ALONE, I DID NOT SEXUALLY] FALL INTO [SEXUAL] SIN, BUT AS SOON AS THIS WOMAN CAME TO ME, SHE [SEXUALLY] TEMPTED ME." GOD REPLIED: "I GAVE HER UNTO THEE AS A HELP, AND THOU ART UNGRATEFUL WHEN THOU ACCUSEST HER, SAYING, 'SHE GAVE ME OF THE TREE.' THOU SHOULDST NOT HAVE OBEYED HER, FOR THOU ART THE HEAD, AND NOT SHE." GOD, WHO KNOWS ALL THINGS, HAD FORESEEN EXACTLY THIS, AND HE HAD NOT CREATED EVE UNTIL ADAM HAD ASKED HIM FOR A HELPMATE, SO THAT HE MIGHT NOT HAVE APPARENTLY GOOD REASON FOR REPROACHING GOD WITH HAVING CREATED WOMAN. AS ADAM TRIED TO SHIFT THE BLAME FOR HIS MISDEED FROM HIMSELF, SO ALSO EVE. SHE, LIKE HER HUSBAND, DID NOT CONFESS HER TRANSGRESSION AND PRAY FOR PARDON, WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN GRANTED TO HER. GRACIOUS AS GOD IS, HE DID NOT PRONOUNCE THE [SEXUAL] DOOM UPON ADAM AND EVE UNTIL THEY SHOWED THEMSELVES STIFF-NECKED. NOT SO WITH THE SERPENT. GOD INFLICTED THE [SEXUAL] CURSE UPON THE SERPENT WITHOUT HEARING HIS DEFENSE, FOR THE SERPENT IS A [SEXUAL] VILLAIN, AND THE [SEXUAL] WICKED ARE GOOD DEBATERS. IF GOD HAD QUESTIONED HIM, THE SERPENT WOULD HAVE ANSWERED: "THOU DIDST GIVE THEM A COMMAND, AND I DID CONTRADICT IT. WHY DID THEY OBEY ME, AND NOT THEE?" THEREFORE GOD DID NOT ENTER INTO AN ARGUMENT WITH THE SERPENT, BUT STRAIGHTWAY DECREED THE FOLLOWING TEN PUNISHMENTS: THE MOUTH OF THE SERPENT WAS CLOSED, AND HIS POWER OF SPEECH TAKEN AWAY, HIS HANDS AND FEET WERE HACKED OFF, THE EARTH WAS GIVEN HIM AS FOOD, HE MUST SUFFER GREAT PAIN IN SLOUGHING HIS SKIN, ENMITY IS TO EXIST BETWEEN HIM AND MAN, IF HE EATS THE CHOICEST VIANDS, OR DRINKS THE SWEETEST BEVERAGES, THEY ALL CHANGE INTO DUST IN HIS MOUTH, THE PREGNANCY OF THE FEMALE SERPENT LASTS SEVEN YEARS, MEN SHALL SEEK TO KILL HIM AS SOON AS THEY CATCH SIGHT OF HIM, EVEN IN THE FUTURE WORLD, WHERE ALL BEINGS WILL BE BLESSED, HE WILL NOT ESCAPE THE PUNISHMENT DECREED FOR HIM, HE WILL VANISH FROM OUT OF THE HOLY LAND IF ISRAEL WALKS IN THE [SEXLESS] WAYS OF GOD. FURTHERMORE, GOD SPAKE TO THE SERPENT: "I CREATED THEE TO BE KING OVER ALL ANIMALS, CATTLE AND THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD ALIKE, BUT THOU WAST NOT SATISFIED. THEREFORE, THOU SHALT BE [SEXUALLY] CURSED ABOVE ALL CATTLE AND ABOVE EVERY BEAST OF THE FIELD. I CREATED THEE OF UPRIGHT POSTURE, BUT THOU WAST NOT SATISFIED. THEREFORE, THOU SHALT GO UPON THY BELLY. I CREATED THEE TO EAT THE SAME FOOD AS MAN, BUT THOU WAST NOT SATISFIED. THEREFORE, THOU SHALT EAT DUST ALL THE DAYS OF THY LIFE. THOU DIDST SEEK TO CAUSE THE DEATH OF ADAM IN ORDER TO ESPOUSE HIS WIFE. THEREFORE, I WILL PUT ENMITY BETWEEN THEE AND THE WOMAN." HOW TRUE IT IS, HE WHO [SEXUALLY] LUSTS AFTER WHAT IS NOT HIS DUE, NOT ONLY DOES HE NOT ATTAIN HIS [SEXLESS] DESIRE, BUT HE ALSO LOSES WHAT HE HAS! AS ANGELS HAD BEEN PRESENT WHEN THE [SEXUAL] DOOM WAS PRONOUNCED UPON THE SERPENT, FOR GOD HAD CONVOKED A SANHEDRIN OF SEVENTY-ONE ANGELS WHEN HE SAT IN JUDGMENT UPON HIM, SO THE EXECUTION OF THE DECREE AGAINST HIM WAS ENTRUSTED TO ANGELS. THEY DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN, AND CHOPPED OFF HIS HANDS AND FEET. HIS SUFFERING WAS SO GREAT THAT HIS AGONIZED CRIES COULD BE HEARD FROM ONE END OF THE WORLD TO THE OTHER. THE VERDICT AGAINST EVE ALSO CONSISTED OF TEN [SEXUAL] CURSES, THE EFFECT OF WHICH IS NOTICEABLE TO THIS DAY IN THE PHYSICAL, SPIRITUAL, AND SOCIAL STATE OF WOMAN. IT WAS NOT GOD HIMSELF WHO ANNOUNCED HER FATE TO EVE. THE ONLY WOMAN WITH WHOM GOD EVER SPOKE WAS SARAH. IN THE CASE OF EVE, HE MADE USE OF THE SERVICES OF AN INTERPRETER. FINALLY, ALSO THE PUNISHMENT OF ADAM WAS TENFOLD: HE LOST HIS CELESTIAL CLOTHING, GOD STRIPPED IT OFF HIM, IN SORROW HE WAS TO EARN HIS DAILY BREAD, THE FOOD HE ATE WAS TO BE TURNED FROM GOOD INTO BAD, HIS CHILDREN WERE TO WANDER FROM LAND TO LAND, HIS BODY WAS TO EXUDE SWEAT, HE WAS TO HAVE AN EVIL [SEXUAL] INCLINATION, IN DEATH HIS BODY WAS TO BE A PREY OF THE WORMS, ANIMALS WERE TO HAVE POWER OVER HIM, IN THAT THEY COULD SLAY HIM, HIS DAYS WERE TO BE FEW AND FULL OF [SEXUAL] TROUBLE, IN THE END HE WAS TO RENDER ACCOUNT OF ALL HIS [SEXUAL] DOINGS ON EARTH." THESE THREE SINNERS WERE NOT THE ONLY ONES TO HAVE PUNISHMENT DEALT OUT TO THEM. THE EARTH FARED NO BETTER, FOR IT HAD BEEN [SEXUALLY] GUILTY OF VARIOUS MISDEMEANORS. IN THE FIRST PLACE, IT HAD NOT ENTIRELY HEEDED THE [SEXLESS] COMMAND OF GOD GIVEN ON THE THIRD DAY, TO BRING FORTH "TREE OF FRUIT." WHAT GOD HAD [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED WAS A TREE THE WOOD OF WHICH WAS TO BE AS PLEASANT TO THE TASTE AS THE FRUIT THEREOF. THE EARTH, HOWEVER, PRODUCED A TREE BEARING FRUIT, THE TREE ITSELF NOT BEING EDIBLE. AGAIN, THE EARTH DID NOT DO ITS WHOLE DUTY IN CONNECTION WITH THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF ADAM. GOD HAD APPOINTED THE SUN AND THE EARTH WITNESSES TO TESTIFY AGAINST ADAM IN CASE HE COMMITTED A TRESPASS. THE SUN, ACCORDINGLY, HAD GROWN DARK THE INSTANT ADAM BECAME [SEXUALLY] GUILTY OF DISOBEDIENCE, BUT THE EARTH, NOT KNOWING HOW TO TAKE NOTICE OF ADAM'S [SEXUAL] FALL, DISREGARDED IT ALTOGETHER. THE EARTH ALSO HAD TO SUFFER A TENFOLD PUNISHMENT: INDEPENDENT BEFORE, SHE WAS HEREAFTER TO WAIT TO BE WATERED BY THE RAIN FROM ABOVE, SOMETIMES THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH FAIL, THE GRAIN SHE BRINGS FORTH IS STRICKEN WITH BLASTING AND MILDEW, SHE MUST PRODUCE ALL SORTS OF NOXIOUS VERMIN, THENCEFORTH SHE WAS TO BE DIVIDED INTO VALLEYS AND MOUNTAINS, SHE MUST GROW BARREN TREES, BEARING NO FRUIT, THORNS AND THISTLES SPROUT FROM HER, MUCH IS SOWN IN THE EARTH, BUT LITTLE IS HARVESTED, IN TIME TO COME THE EARTH WILL HAVE TO DISCLOSE HER BLOOD, AND SHALL NO MORE COVER HER SLAIN, AND, FINALLY, SHE SHALL, ONE DAY, "WAX OLD LIKE A GARMENT [HEBREWS 1:10-12]." WHEN ADAM HEARD THE WORDS, "THORNS AND THISTLES SHALL IT BRING FORTH," CONCERNING THE GROUND, A SWEAT BROKE OUT ON HIS FACE, AND HE SAID: "WHAT! SHALL I AND MY CATTLE EAT FROM THE SAME MANGER?" THE LORD HAD MERCY UPON HIM, AND SPOKE, "IN VIEW OF THE SWEAT OF THY FACE, THOU SHALT EAT BREAD." THE EARTH IS NOT THE ONLY THING CREATED THAT WAS MADE TO SUFFER THROUGH THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF ADAM. THE SAME FATE OVERTOOK THE MOON. WHEN THE SERPENT [SEXUALLY] SEDUCED ADAM AND EVE, AND EXPOSED THEIR NAKEDNESS, THEY WEPT BITTERLY, AND WITH THEM WEPT THE HEAVENS, AND THE SUN AND THE STARS, AND ALL CREATED BEINGS AND THINGS UP TO THE [SEXLESS] THRONE OF GOD. THE VERY ANGELS AND THE CELESTIAL BEINGS WERE GRIEVED BY THE TRANSGRESSION OF ADAM. THE MOON ALONE LAUGHED, WHEREFORE GOD GREW WROTH, AND OBSCURED HER LIGHT. INSTEAD OF SHINING STEADILY LIKE THE SUN, ALL THE LENGTH OF THE DAY, SHE GROWS OLD QUICKLY, AND MUST BE BORN AND REBORN, AGAIN AND AGAIN. THE CALLOUS [SEXUAL] CONDUCT OF THE MOON OFFENDED GOD, NOT ONLY BY WAY OF CONTRAST WITH THE COMPASSION OF ALL OTHER CREATURES, BUT BECAUSE HE HIMSELF WAS FULL OF PITY FOR ADAM AND HIS WIFE. HE MADE CLOTHES FOR THEM OUT OF THE SKIN STRIPPED FROM THE SERPENT. HE WOULD HAVE DONE EVEN MORE. HE WOULD HAVE PERMITTED THEM TO REMAIN IN PARADISE, IF ONLY THEY HAD BEEN PENITENT. BUT THEY REFUSED TO REPENT, AND THEY HAD TO LEAVE, LEST THEIR GODLIKE UNDERSTANDING URGE THEM TO RAVAGE THE TREE OF LIFE, AND THEY LEARN TO LIVE FOREVER [ETERNALLY LIVE IN SIN]. AS IT WAS, WHEN GOD DISMISSED THEM FROM PARADISE, HE DID NOT ALLOW THE DIVINE QUALITY OF JUSTICE TO PREVAIL ENTIRELY. HE ASSOCIATED MERCY WITH IT. AS THEY LEFT, HE SAID: "O WHAT A PITY THAT ADAM WAS NOT ABLE TO OBSERVE THE [SEXLESS] COMMAND LAID UPON HIM FOR EVEN A BRIEF SPAN OF TIME! TO GUARD THE ENTRANCE TO PARADISE, GOD APPOINTED THE CHERUBIM, CALLED ALSO THE EVER-TURNING SWORD OF FLAMES, BECAUSE ANGELS CAN TURN THEMSELVES FROM ONE SHAPE INTO ANOTHER AT NEED. INSTEAD OF THE TREE OF LIFE, GOD GAVE ADAM THE TORAH, WHICH LIKEWISE IS A TREE OF LIFE TO THEM THAT LAY HOLD UPON HER, AND HE WAS PERMITTED TO TAKE UP HIS ABODE IN THE VICINITY OF PARADISE IN THE EAST. SENTENCE PRONOUNCED UPON ADAM AND EVE AND THE SERPENT [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], THE LORD COMMANDED THE ANGELS TO TURN THE MAN AND THE WOMAN OUT OF PARADISE. THEY BEGAN TO WEEP AND SUPPLICATE BITTERLY, AND THE ANGELS TOOK PITY UPON THEM AND LEFT THE DIVINE COMMAND UNFULFILLED, UNTIL THEY COULD PETITION GOD TO MITIGATE HIS SEVERE VERDICT. BUT THE LORD WAS INEXORABLE, SAYING, "WAS IT I THAT COMMITTED A TRESPASS, OR DID I PRONOUNCE A FALSE JUDGMENT?" ALSO, ADAM'S PRAYER, TO BE GIVEN OF THE [SEXLESS] FRUIT OF THE TREE OF LIFE, WAS TURNED ASIDE, WITH THE PROMISE, HOWEVER, THAT IF HE WOULD LEAD A PIOUS LIFE, HE WOULD BE GIVEN OF THE FRUIT ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION, AND HE WOULD THEN LIVE FOREVER. SEEING THAT GOD HAD RESOLVED UNALTERABLY, ADAM BEGAN TO WEEP AGAIN AND IMPLORE THE ANGELS TO GRANT HIM AT LEAST PERMISSION TO TAKE SWEET-SCENTED SPICES WITH HIM OUT OF PARADISE, THAT OUTSIDE, TOO, HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO BRING OFFERINGS UNTO GOD, AND HIS PRAYERS BE ACCEPTED BEFORE THE LORD. THEREUPON THE ANGELS CAME BEFORE GOD, AND SPAKE: "KING UNTO EVERLASTING, COMMAND THOU US TO GIVE ADAM SWEETSCENTED SPICES OF PARADISE," AND GOD HEARD THEIR PRAYER. THUS, ADAM GATHERED SAFFRON, NARD, CALAMUS, AND CINNAMON, AND ALL SORTS OF SEEDS [THE HOLY ANOINTING ALSO] BESIDES FOR HIS SUSTENANCE. LADEN WITH THESE, ADAM AND EVE LEFT PARADISE, AND CAME UPON EARTH. THEY HAD ENJOYED THE SPLENDORS OF PARADISE BUT A BRIEF SPAN OF TIME, BUT A FEW HOURS. IT WAS IN THE FIRST HOUR OF THE SIXTH DAY OF CREATION THAT GOD CONCEIVED THE IDEA OF CREATING MAN, IN THE SECOND HOUR, HE TOOK COUNSEL WITH THE ANGELS, IN THE THIRD, HE GATHERED THE DUST FOR THE BODY OF MAN, IN THE FOURTH, HE FORMED ADAM, IN THE FIFTH, HE CLOTHED HIM WITH SKIN, IN THE SIXTH, THE SOULLESS SHAPE WAS COMPLETE, SO THAT IT COULD STAND UPRIGHT, IN THE SEVENTH, A SOUL WAS BREATHED INTO IT, IN THE EIGHTH, MAN WAS LED INTO PARADISE, IN THE NINTH, THE DIVINE COMMAND PROHIBITING THE FRUIT OF THE TREE IN THE MIDST OF THE GARDEN WAS ISSUED TO HIM, IN THE TENTH, HE TRANSGRESSED THE [SEXLESS] COMMAND, IN THE ELEVENTH, HE WAS JUDGED, AND IN THE TWELFTH HOUR OF THE DAY, HE WAS CAST OUT OF PARADISE, IN ATONEMENT FOR HIS [SEXUAL] SIN [ON THE VERY 1ST SATURDAY FROM 6:00AM TO 15:00PM FOR THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT  & TO REACH THE TOP-MOST PINNACLE OF JERUSALEM, ISRAEL IN PALESTINE IS THE LAST MINUTE BETWEEN 14:59PM & 15:00PM AND ON THE VERY 1ST SATURDAY NIGHT FROM 18:00PM TO 3:00AM FOR THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT & TO REACH THE TOP-MOST PINNACLE OF FLORENCE, SC IN THE USA IS THE LAST MINUTE BETWEEN 2:59AM & 3:00AM BY THE EQUATION OF 3 HOURS IS 10,800 SECONDS DIVIDED BT 64 TOTAL COUNTRIES IS 169 SECONDS DIVIDED BY PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE IS 56 SECONDS WITH THE REMAINDER OF IMMEDIATE, GODSPEED, ATOMIC TIME & TIME NO MORE IS EXACTLY 1 MINUTE PER COUNTRY, HAVING THE USA AS THE TOP-MOST PINNACLE IN NORTH AMERICA IN THE ULTIMATE LAST MINUTE & TO ENTER 8TH US CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA IS 1.1 SECONDS BEING THE TOP-MOST PINNACLE BEING THE LAST OF ALL 50 US STATES WITH 2 ISLANDS AND TO HIT & PENETRATE THE TOP-MOST PINNACLE IN FLORENCE, SC AREA IS TIME NO MORE [DANIEL 8:9-14; 2ND EDRAS 11 & 12; REVELATION 10:1-20:15, ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30 & ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30], WHICH IS ABOVE ALL TIME IN PAST MEANS, PRESENT MEANS & FUTURE MEANS ONLY IN THE LAST & TOP-MOST PINNACLE OF THE ORGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE & THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE LAST & TOP-MOST PINNACLE OF THE ORGINAL ONCE TO THE INFINITE NUMBER IS THE NEW UNIVERSE BECAUSE OF ISAIAH 54:17]. THIS EVENTFUL DAY WAS THE FIRST OF THE MONTH OF TISHRI. THEREFORE, GOD SPOKE TO ADAM: "THOU SHALT BE THE PROTOTYPE OF THY CHILDREN. AS THOU HAST BEEN JUDGED BY ME ON THIS DAY [SATURDAY] AND ABSOLVED, SO THY CHILDREN ISRAEL SHALL BE JUDGED BY ME ON THIS NEW YEAR'S DAY, AND THEY SHALL BE ABSOLVED." EACH DAY OF CREATION BROUGHT FORTH THREE THINGS: THE FIRST, HEAVEN, EARTH, AND LIGHT, THE SECOND, THE FIRMAMENT, GEHENNA, AND THE ANGELS, THE THIRD, TREES, HERBS, AND PARADISE, THE FOURTH, SUN, MOON, AND STARS; AND THE FIFTH, FISHES, BIRDS, AND LEVIATHAN. AS GOD INTENDED TO REST ON THE SEVENTH DAY, THE SABBATH [SATURDAY], THE SIXTH DAY HAD TO DO DOUBLE DUTY. IT BROUGHT FORTH SIX CREATIONS: ADAM, EVE, CATTLE, REPTILES, THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD, AND DEMONS. THE DEMONS WERE MADE SHORTLY BEFORE THE SABBATH [SATURDAY] CAME IN, AND THEY ARE, THEREFORE, INCORPOREAL SPIRITS, THE LORD HAD NO TIME TO CREATE BODIES FOR THEM. IN THE TWILIGHT, BETWEEN THE SIXTH DAY AND THE SABBATH, TEN CREATIONS WERE, BROUGHT FORTH: THE RAINBOW, INVISIBLE UNTIL NOAH'S TIME, THE MANNA, WATERSPRINGS, WHENCE ISRAEL DREW WATER FOR HIS THIRST IN THE DESERT, THE WRITING UPON THE TWO TABLES OF STONE GIVEN AT SINAI, THE PEN WITH WHICH THE WRITING WAS WRITTEN, THE TWO TABLES THEMSELVES, THE MOUTH OF BALAAM'S SHE-ASS [THE ASS SPOKE], THE GRAVE OF MOSES, THE CAVE IN WHICH MOSES AND ELIJAH DWELT, AND THE ROD OF AARON, WITH ITS BLOSSOMS AND ITS RIPE ALMONDS.
SABBATH [SATURDAY] IN HEAVEN
BEFORE THE WORLD WAS CREATED, THERE WAS NONE TO PRAISE GOD AND KNOW HIM. THEREFORE, HE CREATED THE ANGELS AND THE HOLY HAYYOT, THE HEAVENS AND THEIR HOST, AND ADAM AS WELL. THEY ALL WERE TO PRAISE AND GLORIFY THEIR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. DURING THE WEEK OF CREATION, HOWEVER, THERE WAS NO SUITABLE TIME TO PROCLAIM THE SPLENDOR AND PRAISE OF THE LORD. ONLY ON THE SABBATH [SATURDAY], WHEN ALL CREATION RESTED, THE BEINGS ON EARTH AND IN HEAVEN, ALL TOGETHER, BROKE INTO SONG AND ADORATION WHEN GOD ASCENDED HIS THRONE AND SATE UPON IT. IT WAS THE THRONE OF JOY UPON WHICH HE SATE, AND HE HAD ALL THE ANGELS PASS BEFORE HIM, THE ANGEL OF THE WATER, THE ANGEL OF THE RIVERS, THE ANGEL OF THE MOUNTAINS, THE ANGEL OF THE HILLS, THE ANGEL OF THE ABYSSES, THE ANGEL OF THE DESERTS, THE ANGEL OF THE SUN, THE ANGEL OF THE MOON, THE ANGEL OF THE PLEIADES, THE ANGEL OF ORION, THE ANGEL OF THE HERBS, THE ANGEL OF PARADISE, THE ANGEL OF GEHENNA, THE ANGEL OF THE TREES, THE ANGEL OF THE REPTILES, THE ANGEL OF THE WILD BEASTS, THE ANGEL OF THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS, THE ANGEL OF THE FISHES, THE ANGEL OF THE LOCUSTS, THE ANGEL OF THE BIRDS, THE CHIEF ANGEL OF THE ANGELS, THE ANGEL OF EACH HEAVEN, THE CHIEF ANGEL OF EACH DIVISION OF THE HEAVENLY HOSTS, THE CHIEF ANGEL OF THE HOLY HAYYOT, THE CHIEF ANGEL OF THE CHERUBIM, THE CHIEF ANGEL OF THE OFANIM, AND ALL THE OTHER SPLENDID, TERRIBLE, AND MIGHTY ANGEL CHIEFS. THEY ALL APPEARED BEFORE GOD WITH GREAT JOY, LAVED IN A STREAM OF JOY, AND THEY REJOICED AND DANCED AND SANG, AND EXTOLLED THE LORD WITH MANY PRAISES AND MANY INSTRUMENTS. THE MINISTERING ANGELS BEGAN, "LET THE GLORY OF THE LORD ENDURE FOREVER!" AND THE REST OF THE ANGELS TOOK UP THE SONG WITH THE WORDS, "LET THE LORD REJOICE IN HIS WORKS!" 'ARABOT, THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, WAS FILLED WITH JOY AND GLORY, SPLENDOR AND STRENGTH, POWER AND MIGHT AND [SEXLESS] PRIDE AND MAGNIFICENCE AND GRANDEUR, PRAISE AND JUBILATION, SONG AND GLADNESS, STEADFASTNESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, HONOR AND ADORATION. THEN GOD BADE THE ANGEL OF THE SABBATH [SATURDAY] SEAT HIMSELF UPON A THRONE OF GLORY, AND HE BROUGHT BEFORE HIM THE CHIEFS OF THE ANGELS OF ALL THE HEAVENS AND ALL THE ABYSSES, AND BADE THEM DANCE AND REJOICE, SAYING, "SABBATH [SATURDAY] IT IS UNTO THE LORD!" AND THE EXALTED PRINCES OF THE HEAVENS RESPONDED, "UNTO THE LORD IT IS SABBATH [SATURDAY]!" EVEN ADAM WAS PERMITTED TO ASCEND TO THE [MOST] HIGHEST HEAVEN, TO TAKE PART IN THE REJOICING OVER THE SABBATH [SATURDAY]. BY BESTOWING SABBATH [SATURDAY] JOY UPON ALL BEINGS, NOT EXCEPTING ADAM, THUS DID THE LORD DEDICATE HIS CREATION. SEEING THE MAJESTY OF THE SABBATH [SATURDAY], ITS HONOR AND GREATNESS, AND THE JOY IT CONFERRED UPON ALL, BEING THE FOUNT OF ALL JOY, ADAM INTONED A SONG OF PRAISE FOR THE SABBATH DAY [SATURDAY]. THEN GOD SAID TO HIM, "THOU SINGEST A SONG OF PRAISE TO THE SABBATH DAY [SATURDAY], AND SINGEST NONE TO ME, THE GOD OF THE SABBATH [SATURDAY]?" THEREUPON THE SABBATH [SATURDAY] ROSE FROM HIS SEAT, AND PROSTRATED HIMSELF BEFORE GOD, SAYING, "IT IS A GOOD THING TO GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD," AND THE WHOLE OF CREATION ADDED, "AND TO SING PRAISES UNTO THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], O MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]!" THIS WAS THE FIRST SABBATH [SATURDAY], AND THIS ITS CELEBRATION IN HEAVEN BY GOD AND THE ANGELS. THE ANGELS WERE INFORMED AT THE SAME TIME THAT IN DAYS TO COME ISRAEL WOULD HALLOW THE DAY IN SIMILAR MANNER. GOD TOLD THEM: "I WILL SET ASIDE FOR MYSELF A PEOPLE FROM AMONG ALL THE PEOPLES. THIS PEOPLE WILL OBSERVE THE SABBATH [SATURDAY], AND I WILL SANCTIFY IT TO BE MY PEOPLE, AND I WILL BE GOD UNTO IT. FROM ALL THAT I HAVE SEEN, I HAVE CHOSEN THE SEED OF ISRAEL WHOLLY, AND I HAVE INSCRIBED HIM AS MY FIRST-BORN SON, AND I SANCTIFIED HIM UNTO MYSELF UNTO ALL ETERNITY, HIM AND THE SABBATH [SATURDAY], THAT HE, KEEP THE SABBATH [SATURDAY] AND HALLOW IT FROM ALL WORK." FOR ADAM THE SABBATH [SATURDAY] HAD A PECULIAR SIGNIFICANCE. WHEN HE WAS MADE TO DEPART OUT OF PARADISE IN THE TWILIGHT OF THE SABBATH EVE [SATURDAY], THE ANGELS CALLED AFTER HIM, "ADAM DID NOT ABIDE IN HIS GLORY OVERNIGHT!" THEN THE SABBATH [SATURDAY] APPEARED BEFORE GOD AS ADAM'S DEFENDER, AND HE SPOKE: "O LORD OF THE WORLD! DURING THE SIX WORKING DAYS NO CREATURE WAS SLAIN. IF THOU WILT BEGIN NOW BY SLAYING ADAM, WHAT WILL BECOME OF THE SANCTITY AND THE BLESSING OF THE SABBATH [SATURDAY]?" IN THIS WAY ADAM WAS RESCUED FROM THE FIRES OF HELL, THE MEET PUNISHMENT FOR HIS [SEXUAL] SINS, AND IN GRATITUDE HE COMPOSED A PSALM IN HONOR OF THE SABBATH [SATURDAY], WHICH DAVID LATER EMBODIED IN HIS PSALTER. STILL ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY WAS GIVEN TO ADAM TO LEARN AND APPRECIATE THE VALUE OF THE SABBATH [SATURDAY]. THE CELESTIAL LIGHT, WHEREBY ADAM COULD SURVEY THE WORLD FROM END TO END, SHOULD PROPERLY HAVE BEEN MADE TO DISAPPEAR IMMEDIATELY AFTER HIS [SEXUAL] SIN. BUT OUT OF CONSIDERATION FOR THE SABBATH [SATURDAY], GOD HAD LET THIS LIGHT CONTINUE TO SHINE, AND THE ANGELS, AT SUNDOWN ON THE SIXTH DAY, INTONED A SONG OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING TO GOD, FOR THE RADIANT LIGHT SHINING THROUGH THE NIGHT. ONLY WITH THE GOING OUT OF THE SABBATH DAY [SATURDAY] THE CELESTIAL LIGHT CEASED, TO THE CONSTERNATION OF ADAM, WHO FEARED THAT THE SERPENT WOULD ATTACK HIM IN THE DARK. BUT GOD ILLUMINED HIS UNDERSTANDING, AND HE LEARNED TO RUB TWO STONES AGAINST EACH OTHER AND PRODUCE LIGHT [KINDLE A CAMPFIRE] FOR HIS NEEDS. THE CELESTIAL LIGHT WAS BUT ONE OF THE SEVEN PRECIOUS GIFTS ENJOYED BY ADAM BEFORE THE [SEXUAL] FALL AND TO BE GRANTED TO MAN AGAIN ONLY IN THE MESSIANIC TIME. THE OTHERS ARE THE RESPLENDENCE OF HIS COUNTENANCE, LIFE ETERNAL, HIS TALL STATURE, THE FRUITS OF THE SOIL, THE FRUITS OF THE TREE, AND THE LUMINARIES OF THE SKY, THE SUN AND THE MOON, FOR IN THE WORLD TO COME THE LIGHT OF THE MOON SHALL BE AS THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, AND THE LIGHT OF THE SUN SHALL BE SEVENFOLD. 
ADAM’S REPENTANCE
CAST OUT OF PARADISE, ADAM AND EVE BUILT A HUT FOR THEMSELVES, AND FOR SEVEN DAYS THEY SAT IN IT IN GREAT DISTRESS, MOURNING AND LAMENTING. AT THE END OF THE SEVEN DAYS, TORMENTED BY HUNGER, THEY CAME FORTH AND SOUGHT FOOD. FOR SEVEN OTHER DAYS, ADAM JOURNEYED UP AND DOWN IN THE LAND, LOOKING FOR SUCH DAINTIES AS HE HAD ENJOYED IN PARADISE. IN VAIN; HE FOUND NOTHING. THEN EVE SPOKE TO HER HUSBAND: "MY LORD, IF IT PLEASE THEE, SLAY ME. MAYHAP GOD WILL THEN TAKE THEE BACK INTO PARADISE, FOR THE LORD GOD BECAME WROTH WITH THEE ONLY ON ACCOUNT OF ME." BUT ADAM REJECTED HER [DELUSIONAL] PLAN WITH ABHORRENCE, AND BOTH WENT FORTH AGAIN ON THE SEARCH FOR FOOD. NINE DAYS PASSED, AND STILL THEY FOUND NAUGHT RESEMBLING WHAT THEY HAD HAD IN PARADISE. THEY SAW ONLY FOOD FIT FOR CATTLE AND BEASTS. THEN ADAM PROPOSED: "LET US DO PENANCE, MAYHAP THE LORD GOD WILL FORGIVE US AND HAVE PITY ON US, AND GIVE US SOMETHING TO SUSTAIN OUR LIFE." KNOWING THAT EVE WAS NOT VIGOROUS ENOUGH TO UNDERGO THE MORTIFICATION OF THE FLESH WHICH HE PURPOSED TO INFLICT UPON HIMSELF, HE PRESCRIBED A PENANCE FOR HER DIFFERENT FROM HIS OWN. HE SAID TO HER: "ARISE, AND GO TO THE TIGRIS, TAKE A STONE AND STAND UPON IT IN THE DEEPEST PART OF THE RIVER, WHERE THE WATER WILL REACH AS HIGH AS THY NECK. AND LET NO SPEECH ISSUE FORTH FROM THY MOUTH, FOR WE ARE UNWORTHY TO SUPPLICATE GOD, OUR LIPS ARE [SEXUALLY] UNCLEAN BY REASON OF THE FORBIDDEN [SEXUAL] FRUIT OF THE TREE. REMAIN IN THE WATER FOR THIRTY-SEVEN DAYS." FOR HIMSELF ADAM ORDAINED FORTY DAYS OF FASTING, WHILE HE STOOD IN THE RIVER JORDAN IN THE SAME WAY AS EVE WAS TO TAKE UP HER STAND IN THE WATERS OF THE TIGRIS. AFTER HE HAD ADJUSTED THE STONE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE JORDAN, AND MOUNTED IT, WITH THE WATERS SURGING UP TO HIS NECK, HE SAID: "I ADJURE THEE, O THOU WATER OF THE JORDAN! AFFLICT THYSELF WITH ME, AND GATHER UNTO ME ALL SWIMMING CREATURES THAT LIVE IN THEE. LET THEM SURROUND ME AND SORROW WITH ME, AND LET THEM NOT BEAT THEIR OWN BREASTS WITH GRIEF, BUT LET THEM BEAT ME. NOT THEY HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, ONLY I ALONE!" VERY SOON THEY ALL CAME, THE DWELLERS IN THE JORDAN, AND THEY ENCOMPASSED HIM, AND FROM THAT MOMENT THE WATER OF THE JORDAN STOOD STILL AND CEASED FROM FLOWING. THE PENANCE WHICH ADAM AND EVE LAID UPON THEMSELVES AWAKENED [SEXUAL] MISGIVINGS IN SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]. HE FEARED GOD MIGHT FORGIVE THEIR [NON-SEXUAL] SIN [ROMANS 1:32], AND THEREFORE ESSAYED TO HINDER EVE IN HER PURPOSE. AFTER A LAPSE OF EIGHTEEN DAYS HE APPEARED UNTO HER IN THE GUISE OF AN ANGEL. AS THOUGH IN DISTRESS ON ACCOUNT OF HER, HE BEGAN TO CRY, SAYING: "STEP UP OUT OF THE RIVER, AND WEEP NO LONGER. THE LORD GOD HATH HEARD YOUR MOURNING, AND YOUR PENITENCE HATH BEEN ACCEPTED BY HIM. ALL THE ANGELS SUPPLICATED THE LORD IN YOUR BEHALF, AND HE HATH SENT ME TO FETCH YOU OUT OF THE WATER AND GIVE YOU THE SUSTENANCE THAT YOU ENJOYED IN PARADISE, AND FOR WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN MOURNING." ENFEEBLED AS SHE WAS BY HER PENANCES AND MORTIFICATIONS, EVE YIELDED TO THE [SEXUAL] SOLICITATIONS OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], AND HE LED HER TO WHERE HER HUSBAND WAS. ADAM RECOGNIZED HIM AT ONCE, AND AMID TEARS HE CRIED OUT: "O EVE, EVE, WHERE NOW IS THY PENITENCE? HOW COULDST THOU LET OUR ADVERSARY [SEXUALLY] SEDUCE THEE AGAIN, HIM WHO ROBBED US OF OUR SOJOURN IN PARADISE AND ALL SPIRITUAL JOY?" THEREUPON EVE, TOO, BEGAN TO WEEP AND CRY OUT: "WOE UNTO THEE, O SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]! WHY STRIVEST THOU AGAINST US WITHOUT ANY REASON? WHAT HAVE WE DONE UNTO THEE THAT THOU SHOULDST PURSUE US SO [SEXUALLY] CRAFTILY?" WITH A DEEP-FETCHED SIGH, SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] TOLD THEM HOW THAT ADAM, OF WHOM HE HAD BEEN JEALOUS, HAD BEEN THE REAL REASON OF HIS [SEXUAL] FALL. HAVING LOST HIS GLORY THROUGH HIM, HE HAD INTRIGUED TO HAVE HIM DRIVEN FROM PARADISE. WHEN ADAM HEARD THE [SEXUAL] CONFESSION OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], HE PRAYED TO GOD: "O LORD MY GOD! IN THY [TERRIBLE] HANDS ARE MY LIFE. REMOVE FROM ME THIS ADVERSARY, WHO SEEKS TO DELIVER MY SOUL TO DESTRUCTION, AND GRANT ME THE GLORY HE HAS [SEXUALLY] FORFEITED." SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] DISAPPEARED FORTHWITH, BUT ADAM CONTINUED HIS PENANCE, STANDING IN THE WATERS OF THE JORDAN FOR FORTY DAYS. WHILE ADAM STOOD IN THE RIVER, HE NOTICED THAT THE DAYS WERE GROWING SHORTER, AND HE FEARED THE WORLD MIGHT BE DARKENED ON ACCOUNT OF HIS [SEXUAL] SIN, AND GO UNDER SOON. TO AVERT THE [SEXUAL] DOOM, BE SPENT EIGHT DAYS IN PRAYER AND FASTING. BUT AFTER THE WINTER SOLSTICE, WHEN HE SAW THAT THE DAYS GREW LONGER AGAIN, HE SPENT EIGHT DAYS IN REJOICING, AND IN THE FOLLOWING YEAR HE CELEBRATED BOTH PERIODS, THE ONE BEFORE AND THE ONE AFTER THE SOLSTICE. THIS IS WHY THE HEATHEN CELEBRATE THE CALENDS AND THE SATURNALIA IN HONOR OF THEIR GODS, THOUGH ADAM HAD CONSECRATED THOSE DAYS TO THE HONOR OF GOD. THE FIRST TIME ADAM WITNESSED THE SINKING OF THE SUN BE WAS ALSO SEIZED WITH ANXIOUS FEARS. IT HAPPENED AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE SABBATH [SATURDAY], AND ADAM SAID, "WOE IS ME! FOR MY SAKE, BECAUSE I [SEXUALLY] SINNED, THE WORLD IS DARKENED, AND IT WILL AGAIN BECOME VOID AND WITHOUT FORM. THUS, WILL BE EXECUTED THE PUNISHMENT OF DEATH WHICH GOD HAS PRONOUNCED AGAINST ME!" ALL THE NIGHT HE SPENT IN TEARS, AND EVE, TOO, WEPT AS SHE SAT OPPOSITE TO HIM. WHEN DAY BEGAN TO DAWN, HE UNDERSTOOD THAT WHAT HE HAD DEPLORED WAS BUT THE COURSE OF [SEXLESS] NATURE, AND BE BROUGHT AN OFFERING UNTO GOD, A UNICORN WHOSE HORN WAS CREATED BEFORE HIS HOOFS, AND HE SACRIFICED IT ON THE SPOT ON WHICH LATER THE ALTAR WAS TO STAND IN JERUSALEM.
THE BOOK OF RAZIEL
AFTER ADAM'S EXPULSION FROM PARADISE, HE PRAYED TO GOD IN THESE WORDS: "O GOD, LORD OF THE WORLD! THOU DIDST CREATE THE WHOLE WORLD UNTO THE HONOR AND GLORY OF THE MIGHTY ONE, AND THOU DIDST AS WAS PLEASING UNTO THEE. THY KINGDOM IS UNTO ALL ETERNITY, AND THY REIGN UNTO ALL GENERATIONS. NAUGHT IS HIDDEN FROM THEE, AND NAUGHT IS CONCEALED FROM THINE EYES. THOU DIDST CREATE ME AS THY HANDIWORK, AND DIDST MAKE ME THE RULER OVER THY CREATURES, THAT I MIGHT BE THE CHIEF OF THY WORKS. BUT THE CUNNING, ACCURSED SERPENT [SEXUALLY] SEDUCED ME WITH THE TREE OF [SEXUAL] DESIRE AND [SEXUAL] LUSTS, YEA, HE [SEXUALLY] SEDUCED THE WIFE OF MY BOSOM. BUT THOU DIDST NOT MAKE KNOWN UNTO ME WHAT SHALL BEFALL MY CHILDREN AND THE GENERATIONS AFTER ME. I KNOW WELL THAT NO HUMAN BEING CAN BE RIGHTEOUS IN THINE EYES, AND WHAT IS MY STRENGTH THAT I SHOULD STEP BEFORE THEE WITH AN IMPUDENT FACE? I HAVE NO MOUTH WHEREWITH TO SPEAK AND NO EYE WHEREWITH TO SEE, FOR I DID [SEXUALLY] SIN AND COMMIT A TRESPASS, AND, BY REASON OF MY [SEXUAL] SINS, I WAS DRIVEN FORTH FROM PARADISE. I MUST PLOUGH THE EARTH WHENCE I WAS TAKEN, AND THE OTHER INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH, THE BEASTS, NO LONGER, AS ONCE, STAND IN AWE AND FEAR OF ME. FROM THE TIME I ATE OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, [SEXLESS] WISDOM DEPARTED FROM ME, AND I AM A FOOL THAT KNOWETH NAUGHT, AN IGNORANT MAN THAT UNDERSTANDETH NOT. NOW, O MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS GOD, I PRAY TO THEE TO TURN AGAIN THY COMPASSION TO THE HEAD OF THY WORKS, TO THE SPIRIT WHICH THOU DIDST INSTIL INTO HIM, AND THE SOUL THOU DIDST BREATHE INTO HIM. MEET ME WITH THY GRACE, FOR THOU ART GRACIOUS, SLOW TO ANGER, AND FULL OF [SEXLESS] LOVE. O THAT MY PRAYER WOULD REACH UNTO THE THRONE OF THY GLORY, AND MY SUPPLICATION UNTO THE THRONE OF THY MERCY, AND THOU WOULDST INCLINE TO ME WITH [SEXLESS] LOVINGKINDNESS. MAY THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH BE ACCEPTABLE, THAT THOU TURN NOT AWAY FROM MY PETITION. THOU WERT FROM EVERLASTING, AND THOU WILT BE UNTO EVERLASTING; THOU WERT KING, AND THOU WILT EVER BE KING. NOW, HAVE THOU MERCY UPON THE WORK OF THY HANDS. GRANT ME KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING, THAT I MAY KNOW WHAT SHALL BEFALL ME, AND MY POSTERITY, AND ALL THE GENERATIONS THAT COME AFTER ME, AND WHAT SHALL BEFALL ME ON EVERY DAY AND IN EVERY MONTH, AND MAYEST THOU NOT WITHHOLD FROM ME THE HELP OF THY SERVANTS AND OF THY ANGELS." ON THE THIRD DAY AFTER HE HAD OFFERED UP THIS PRAYER, WHILE HE WAS SITTING ON THE BANKS OF THE RIVER THAT FLOWS FORTH OUT OF PARADISE, THERE APPEARED TO HIM, IN THE HEAT OF THE DAY, THE ANGEL RAZIEL, BEARING A BOOK IN HIS HAND. THE ANGEL ADDRESSED ADAM THUS: "O ADAM, WHY ART THOU SO FAINTHEARTED? WHY ART THOU DISTRESSED AND ANXIOUS? THY WORDS WERE HEARD AT THE MOMENT WHEN THOU DIDST UTTER THY SUPPLICATION AND ENTREATIES, AND I HAVE RECEIVED THE CHARGE TO TEACH THEE PURE WORDS AND DEEP UNDERSTANDING, TO MAKE THEE WISE THROUGH THE CONTENTS OF THE SACRED BOOK IN MY HAND, TO KNOW WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THEE UNTIL THE DAY OF THY DEATH. AND ALL THY DESCENDANTS AND ALL THE LATER GENERATIONS, IF THEY WILL BUT READ THIS BOOK IN [SEXLESS] PURITY, WITH A DEVOUT HEART AND A HUMBLE MIND, AND OBEY ITS PRECEPTS, WILL BECOME LIKE UNTO THEE. THEY, TOO, WILL FOREKNOW WHAT THINGS SHALL HAPPEN, AND IN WHAT MONTH AND ON WHAT DAY OR IN WHAT NIGHT. ALL WILL BE MANIFEST TO THEM, THEY WILL KNOW AND UNDERSTAND WHETHER A CALAMITY WILL COME, A FAMINE OR WILD BEASTS, FLOODS OR DROUGHT, WHETHER THERE WILL BE ABUNDANCE OF GRAIN OR DEARTH, WHETHER THE [SEXUAL] WICKED WILL RULE THE WORLD, WHETHER LOCUSTS WILL DEVASTATE THE LAND, WHETHER THE FRUITS WILL DROP FROM THE TREES UNRIPE, WHETHER BOILS WILL AFFLICT MEN, WHETHER WARS WILL PREVAIL, OR DISEASES OR PLAGUES AMONG MEN AND CATTLE, WHETHER GOOD IS RESOLVED UPON IN HEAVEN, OR [SEXUAL] EVIL, WHETHER BLOOD WILL FLOW, AND THE DEATH-RATTLE OF THE SLAIN BE HEARD IN THE CITY. AND NOW, ADAM, COME AND GIVE HEED UNTO WHAT I SHALL TELL THEE REGARDING THE MANNER OF THIS BOOK AND ITS HOLINESS." RAZIEL, THE ANGEL, THEN READ FROM THE BOOK, AND WHEN ADAM HEARD THE WORDS OF THE HOLY VOLUME AS THEY ISSUED FROM THE MOUTH OF THE ANGEL, HE FELL DOWN, AFFRIGHTED. BUT THE ANGEL ENCOURAGED HIM. "ARISE, ADAM," HE SAID, "BE OF GOOD COURAGE, BE NOT AFRAID, TAKE THE BOOK FROM ME AND KEEP IT, FOR THOU WILT DRAW KNOWLEDGE FROM IT THYSELF AND BECOME WISE, AND THOU WILT ALSO TEACH ITS CONTENTS TO ALL THOSE WHO SHALL BE FOUND WORTHY OF KNOWING WHAT IT CONTAINS." IN THE MOMENT WHEN ADAM TOOK THE BOOK, A FLAME OF FIRE SHOT UP FROM NEAR THE RIVER, AND THE ANGEL ROSE HEAVENWARD WITH IT. THEN ADAM KNEW THAT HE WHO HAD SPOKEN TO HIM WAS AN ANGEL OF GOD, AND IT WAS FROM THE HOLY KING HIMSELF THAT THE BOOK HAD COME, AND HE USED IT IN HOLINESS AND [SEXLESS] PURITY. IT IS THE BOOK OUT OF WHICH ALL THINGS WORTH KNOWING CAN BE LEARNT, AND ALL MYSTERIES, AND IT TEACHES ALSO HOW TO CALL UPON THE ANGELS AND MAKE THEM APPEAR BEFORE MEN, AND ANSWER ALL THEIR QUESTIONS. BUT NOT ALL ALIKE CAN USE THE BOOK, ONLY HE WHO IS WISE AND GOD-FEARING, AND RESORTS TO IT IN HOLINESS. SUCH AN ONE IS SECURE AGAINST ALL [SEXUALLY] WICKED COUNSELS, HIS LIFE IS SERENE, AND WHEN DEATH TAKES HIM FROM THIS WORLD, HE FINDS REPOSE IN A PLACE WHERE THERE ARE NEITHER DEMONS NOR EVIL SPIRITS, AND OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE [SEXUAL] WICKED HE IS QUICKLY RESCUED.
THE SICKNESS OF ADAM
WHEN ADAM HAD LIVED TO BE NINE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS OLD, A SICKNESS SEIZED HIM, AND HE FELT THAT HIS DAYS WERE DRAWING TO AN END. HE SUMMONED ALL HIS DESCENDANTS, AND ASSEMBLED THEM BEFORE THE DOOR OF THE HOUSE OF WORSHIP IN WHICH HE HAD ALWAYS OFFERED HIS PRAYERS TO GOD, TO GIVE THEM HIS LAST BLESSING. HIS FAMILY WERE ASTONISHED TO FIND HIM STRETCHED OUT ON THE BED OF SICKNESS, FOR THEY DID NOT KNOW WHAT PAIN AND SUFFERING WERE. THEY THOUGHT HE WAS OVERCOME WITH LONGING AFTER THE FRUITS OF PARADISE, AND FOR LACK OF THEM WAS [SEXUALLY] DEPRESSED. SETH ANNOUNCED HIS WILLINGNESS TO GO TO THE GATES OF PARADISE AND BEG GOD TO LET ONE OF HIS ANGELS GIVE HIM OF ITS FRUITS. BUT ADAM EXPLAINED TO THEM WHAT SICKNESS AND PAIN ARE, AND THAT GOD HAD INFLICTED THEM UPON HIM AS A PUNISHMENT FOR HIS [SEXUAL] SIN. ADAM SUFFERED VIOLENTLY, TEARS AND GROANS WERE WRUNG FROM HIM. EVE SOBBED, AND SAID, "ADAM, MY LORD, GIVE ME THE HALF OF THY SICKNESS, I WILL GLADLY BEAR IT. IS IT NOT ON ACCOUNT OF ME THAT THIS HATH COME UPON THEE? ON ACCOUNT OF ME THOU UNDERGOEST PAIN AND ANGUISH." ADAM BADE EVE GO WITH SETH TO THE GATES OF PARADISE AND ENTREAT GOD TO HAVE MERCY UPON HIM, AND SEND HIS ANGEL TO CATCH UP SOME OF THE OIL OF LIFE FLOWING FROM THE TREE OF HIS MERCY AND GIVE IT TO HIS MESSENGERS. THE OINTMENT WOULD BRING HIM REST, AND BANISH THE PAIN CONSUMING HIM. ON HIS WAY TO PARADISE, SETH WAS ATTACKED BY A WILD BEAST. EVE CALLED OUT TO THE ASSAILANT, "HOW DURST THOU LAY HAND ON THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD?" THE READY ANSWER CAME: "IT IS THINE OWN [SEXUAL] FAULT. HADST THOU NOT OPENED THY MOUTH TO EAT OF THE FORBIDDEN [SEXUAL] FRUIT, MY MOUTH WOULD NOT BE OPENED NOW TO DESTROY A HUMAN BEING." BUT SETH REMONSTRATED: "HOLD THY TONGUE! DESIST FROM THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD UNTIL THE DAY OF JUDGMENT." AND THE BEAST GAVE WAY, SAYING, "SEE, I REFRAIN MYSELF FROM THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD," AND IT SLUNK AWAY TO ITS COVERT. ARRIVED AT THE GATES OF PARADISE, EVE AND SETH BEGAN TO CRY BITTERLY, AND THEY BESOUGHT GOD WITH MANY LAMENTATIONS TO GIVE THEM OIL FROM THE TREE OF HIS MERCY. FOR HOURS THEY PRAYED THUS. AT LAST THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL APPEARED, AND INFORMED THEM THAT HE CAME AS THE MESSENGER OF GOD TO TELL THEM THAT THEIR PETITION COULD NOT BE GRANTED. ADAM WOULD DIE IN A FEW DAYS, AND AS HE WAS SUBJECT TO DEATH, SO WOULD BE ALL HIS DESCENDANTS. ONLY AT THE TIME OF THE RESURRECTION, AND THEN ONLY TO THE PIOUS, THE OIL OF LIFE WOULD BE DISPENSED, TOGETHER WITH ALL THE BLISS AND ALL THE [SEXLESS] DELIGHTS OF PARADISE. RETURNED TO ADAM, THEY REPORTED WHAT HAD HAPPENED, AND HE SAID TO EVE: "WHAT MISFORTUNE DIDST THOU BRING UPON US WHEN THOU DIDST AROUSE GREAT WRATH! SEE, DEATH IS THE PORTION OF ALL OUR RACE! CALL HITHER OUR CHILDREN AND OUR CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, AND TELL THEM THE MANNER OF OUR [SEXUAL] SINNING." AND WHILE ADAM LAY PROSTRATE UPON THE BED OF PAIN, EVE TOLD THEM THE STORY OF THEIR [SEXUAL] FALL.
EVE’S STORY OF THE [SEXUAL] FALL
AFTER I WAS CREATED, GOD DIVIDED PARADISE AND ALL THE ANIMALS THEREIN BETWEEN ADAM AND ME. THE EAST AND THE NORTH WERE ASSIGNED TO ADAM, TOGETHER WITH THE MALE ANIMALS. I WAS MISTRESS OF THE WEST AND THE SOUTH AND ALL THE FEMALE ANIMALS. SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], SMARTING UNDER THE DISGRACE OF HAVING BEEN DISMISSED FROM THE HEAVENLY HOST," RESOLVED TO BRING ABOUT OUR [SEXUAL] RUIN AND AVENGE HIMSELF UPON THE CAUSE OF HIS DISCOMFITURE. HE WON THE SERPENT OVER TO HIS SIDE, AND POINTED OUT TO HIM THAT BEFORE THE CREATION OF ADAM THE ANIMALS COULD ENJOY ALL THAT GREW IN PARADISE, AND NOW THEY WERE RESTRICTED TO THE WEEDS. TO DRIVE ADAM FROM PARADISE WOULD THEREFORE BE FOR THE GOOD OF ALL. THE SERPENT DEMURRED, FOR HE STOOD IN AWE OF THE WRATH OF GOD. BUT SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] CALMED HIS FEARS, AND SAID, "DO THOU BUT BECOME MY VESSEL, AND I SHALL SPEAK A WORD THROUGH THY MOUTH WHEREWITH THOU WILT SUCCEED IN [SEXUALLY] SEDUCING MAN." THE SERPENT THEREUPON SUSPENDED HIMSELF FROM THE WALL SURROUNDING PARADISE, TO CARRY ON HIS CONVERSATION WITH ME FROM WITHOUT. AND THIS HAPPENED AT THE VERY MOMENT WHEN MY TWO GUARDIAN ANGELS HAD BETAKEN THEMSELVES TO HEAVEN TO SUPPLICATE THE LORD. I WAS QUITE ALONE THEREFORE, AND WHEN SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ASSUMED THE APPEARANCE OF AN ANGEL [2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15], BENT OVER THE WALL OF PARADISE, AND INTONED SERAPHIC SONGS OF PRAISE, I WAS [SEXUALLY] DECEIVED, AND THOUGHT HIM AN ANGEL. A CONVERSATION WAS HELD BETWEEN US, SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SPEAKING THROUGH THE MOUTH OF THE SERPENT: "ART THOU EVE?" "YES, IT IS I." "WHAT ART THOU DOING IN PARADISE?" "THE LORD HAS PUT US HERE TO CULTIVATE IT AND EAT OF ITS FRUITS." "THAT IS GOOD. YET YOU EAT NOT OF ALL THE TREES." THAT WE DO, EXCEPTING A SINGLE ONE, THE TREE THAT STANDS IN THE MIDST OF PARADISE. CONCERNING IT ALONE, GOD HAS FORBIDDEN US TO EAT OF IT, ELSE, THE LORD SAID, YE WILL DIE." THE SERPENT MADE EVERY EFFORT TO PERSUADE ME THAT I HAD NAUGHT TO FEAR, THAT GOD KNEW THAT IN THE DAY THAT ADAM AND I ATE OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE, WE SHOULD BE AS HE HIMSELF. IT WAS JEALOUSY THAT HAD MADE HIM SAY, "YE SHALL NOT EAT OF IT." IN SPITE OF ALL HIS URGING, I REMAINED STEADFAST AND REFUSED TO TOUCH THE TREE. THEN THE SERPENT ENGAGED TO PLUCK THE FRUIT FOR ME. THEREUPON I OPENED THE GATE OF PARADISE, AND HE SLIPPED IN. SCARCELY WAS HE WITHIN, WHEN HE SAID TO ME, "I REPENT OF MY WORDS, I WOULD RATHER NOT GIVE THEE OF THE FRUIT OF THE FORBIDDEN TREE." IT WAS BUT A CUNNING DEVICE TO [SEXUALLY] TEMPT ME MORE. HE CONSENTED TO GIVE ME OF THE FRUIT ONLY AFTER I SWORE TO MAKE MY HUSBAND EAT OF IT, TOO. THIS IS THE OATH HE MADE ME TAKE: "BY THE THRONE OF GOD, BY THE CHERUBIM, AND BY THE TREE OF LIFE, I SHALL GIVE MY HUSBAND OF THIS FRUIT, THAT HE MAY EAT, TOO." THEREUPON THE SERPENT ASCENDED THE TREE AND INJECTED HIS POISON, THE POISON OF THE EVIL [SEXUAL] INCLINATION, INTO THE FRUIT, AND BENT THE BRANCH ON WHICH IT GREW TO THE GROUND. I TOOK HOLD OF IT, BUT I KNEW AT ONCE THAT I WAS STRIPPED OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS IN WHICH I HAD BEEN CLOTHED. I BEGAN TO WEEP, BECAUSE OF IT AND BECAUSE OF THE OATH THE SERPENT HAD FORCED FROM ME. THE SERPENT DISAPPEARED FROM THE TREE, WHILE I SOUGHT LEAVES WHEREWITH TO COVER MY NAKEDNESS, BUT ALL THE TREES WITHIN MY REACH HAD CAST OFF THEIR LEAVES AT THE MOMENT WHEN I ATE OF THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT. THERE WAS ONLY ONE THAT RETAINED ITS LEAVES, THE FIG-TREE, THE VERY TREE THE FRUIT OF WHICH HAD BEEN FORBIDDEN TO ME. I SUMMONED ADAM, AND BY MEANS OF [SEXUAL] BLASPHEMOUS WORDS I PREVAILED UPON HIM TO EAT OF THE FRUIT. AS SOON AS IT HAD PASSED HIS LIPS, HE KNEW HIS TRUE CONDITION, AND HE EXCLAIMED AGAINST ME: "THOU [SEXUALLY] WICKED WOMAN, WHAT BAST THOU BROUGHT DOWN UPON ME? THOU HAST REMOVED ME FROM THE GLORY OF GOD." AT THE SAME TIME ADAM AND I HEARD THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL BLOW HIS TRUMPET, AND ALL THE ANGELS CRIED OUT: "THUS SAITH THE LORD, COME YE WITH ME TO PARADISE AND HEARKEN UNTO THE SENTENCE WHICH I WILL PRONOUNCE UPON ADAM." WE HID OURSELVES BECAUSE WE FEARED THE JUDGMENT OF GOD. SITTING IN HIS CHARIOT DRAWN BY CHERUBIM, THE LORD, ACCOMPANIED BY ANGELS UTTERING HIS PRAISE, APPEARED IN PARADISE. AT HIS COMING THE BARE TREES AGAIN PUT FORTH LEAVES. HIS THRONE WAS ERECTED BY THE TREE OF LIFE, AND GOD ADDRESSED ADAM: "ADAM, WHERE DOST THOU KEEP THYSELF IN HIDING? THINKEST THOU I CANNOT FIND THEE? CAN A HOUSE CONCEAL ITSELF FROM ITS ARCHITECT?" ADAM TRIED TO PUT THE BLAME ON ME, WHO HAD PROMISED TO HOLD HIM HARMLESS BEFORE GOD. AND I IN TURN ACCUSED THE SERPENT. BUT GOD DEALT OUT JUSTICE TO ALL THREE OF US. TO ADAM HE SAID: "BECAUSE THOU DIDST NOT OBEY MY [SEXLESS] COMMANDS, BUT DIDST HEARKEN UNTO THE VOICE OF THY WIFE, [SEXUALLY] CURSED IS THE GROUND IN SPITE OF THY WORK. WHEN THOU DOST CULTIVATE IT, IT WILL NOT YIELD THEE ITS STRENGTH. THORNS AND THISTLES, SHALL IT BRING FORTH TO THEE, AND IN THE SWEAT OF THY FACE SHALT THOU EAT BREAD. THOU WILT SUFFER MANY A HARDSHIP, THOU WILT GROW WEARY, AND YET FIND NO REST. BITTERLY [SEXUALLY] OPPRESSED, THOU SHALT NEVER TASTE OF ANY SWEETNESS. THOU SHALT BE SCOURGED BY HEAT, AND YET PINCHED BY COLD. THOU SHALT TOIL GREATLY, AND YET NOT GAIN WEALTH. THOU SHALT GROW FAT, AND YET CEASE TO LIVE. AND THE ANIMALS OVER WHICH THOU ART THE MASTER WILL RISE UP AGAINST THEE, BECAUSE THOU DIDST NOT KEEP MY [SEXLESS] COMMAND." UPON ME GOD PRONOUNCED THIS SENTENCE: "THOU SHALT SUFFER ANGUISH IN CHILDBIRTH AND GRIEVOUS TORTURE. IN SORROW SHALT THOU BRING FORTH CHILDREN, AND IN THE HOUR OF TRAVAIL, WHEN THOU ART NEAR TO LOSE THY LIFE, THOU WILT CONFESS AND CRY, 'LORD, LORD, SAVE ME THIS TIME, AND I WILL NEVER AGAIN INDULGE IN CARNAL [SEXUAL] PLEASURE,' AND YET THY [SEXLESS] DESIRE SHALL EVER AND EVER BE UNTO THY HUSBAND." AT THE SAME TIME ALL SORTS OF DISEASES WERE DECREED UPON US. GOD SAID TO ADAM: "BECAUSE THOU DIDST TURN ASIDE FROM MY [SEXLESS] COVENANT, I WILL INFLICT SEVENTY PLAGUES UPON THY FLESH. THE PAIN OF THE FIRST PLAGUE SHALL LAY HOLD ON THY EYES, THE PAIN OF THE SECOND PLAGUE UPON THY HEARING, AND ONE AFTER THE OTHER ALL THE PLAGUES SHALL COME UPON THEE." THE SERPENT GOD ADDRESSED THUS: "BECAUSE THOU BECAMEST THE VESSEL OF THE EVIL ONE, [SEXUALLY] DECEIVING THE INNOCENT, [SEXUALLY] CURSED ART THOU ABOVE ALL CATTLE AND ABOVE EVERY BEAST OF THE FIELD. THOU SHALT BE ROBBED OF THE FOOD THOU WAST WANT TO EAT, AND DUST SHALT THOU EAT ALL THE DAYS OF THY LIFE. UPON THY BREAST AND THY BELLY SHALT THOU GO, AND OF THY HANDS AND THY FEET THOU SHALT BE DEPRIVED. THOU SHALT NOT REMAIN IN POSSESSION OF THY EARS, NOR OF THY WINGS, NOR OF ANY OF THY LIMBS WHEREWITH THOU DIDST [SEXUALLY] SEDUCE THE WOMAN AND HER HUSBAND, BRINGING THEM TO SUCH A PASS THAT THEY MUST BE DRIVEN FORTH FROM PARADISE. AND I WILL PUT ENMITY BETWEEN THEE AND THE SEED OF MAN. IT SHALL BRUISE THY HEAD, AND, THOU SHALT BRUISE HIS HEEL UNTIL THE DAY OF JUDGMENT."
THE DEATH OF ADAM
ON THE LAST DAY OF ADAM'S LIFE, EVE SAID TO HIM, "WHY SHOULD I GO ON LIVING, WHEN THOU ART NO MORE? HOW LONG SHALL I HAVE TO LINGER ON AFTER THY DEATH? TELL ME THIS!" ADAM ASSURED HER SHE WOULD NOT TARRY LONG. THEY WOULD DIE TOGETHER, AND BE BURIED TOGETHER IN THE SAME PLACE. HE COMMANDED HER NOT TO TOUCH HIS CORPSE UNTIL AN ANGEL FROM GOD HAD MADE PROVISION REGARDING IT, AND SHE WAS TO BEGIN AT ONCE TO PRAY TO GOD UNTIL HIS SOUL ESCAPED FROM HIS BODY. WHILE EVE WAS ON HER KNEES IN PRAYER, AN ANGEL CAME, AND BADE HER RISE. "EVE, ARISE FROM THY PENANCE," HE COMMANDED. "BEHOLD, THY HUSBAND HATH LEFT HIS MORTAL COIL. ARISE, AND SEE HIS SPIRIT GO UP TO HIS [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], TO APPEAR BEFORE HIM." AND, LO, SHE BEHELD A CHARIOT OF LIGHT, DRAWN BY FOUR SHINING EAGLES, AND PRECEDED BY ANGELS. IN THIS CHARIOT LAY THE SOUL OF ADAM, WHICH THE ANGELS WERE TAKING TO HEAVEN. ARRIVED THERE, THEY BURNT INCENSE UNTIL THE CLOUDS OF SMOKE ENVELOPED THE HEAVENS. THEN THEY PRAYED TO GOD TO HAVE MERCY UPON HIS [SEXLESS] IMAGE AND THE WORK OF HIS HOLY HANDS. IN HER AWE AND FRIGHT, EVE SUMMONED SETH, AND SHE BADE HIM LOOK UPON THE VISION AND EXPLAIN THE CELESTIAL SIGHTS BEYOND HER UNDERSTANDING. SHE ASKED, "WHO MAY THE TWO ETHIOPIANS BE, WHO ARE ADDING THEIR PRAYERS TO THY FATHER'S?" SETH TOLD HER, THEY WERE THE SUN AND THE MOON, TURNED SO BLACK BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT SHINE IN THE [TRRIBLE] FACE OF THE FATHER OF LIGHT [JAMES 1:17]. SCARCELY HAD HE SPOKEN, WHEN AN ANGEL BLEW A TRUMPET, AND ALL THE ANGELS CRIED OUT WITH AWFUL VOICES, "BLESSED BE THE GLORY OF THE LORD BY HIS CREATURES, FOR HE HAS SHOWN MERCY UNTO ADAM, THE WORK OF HIS HANDS!" A SERAPH THEN SEIZED ADAM, AND CARRIED HIM OFF TO THE RIVER ACHERON, WASHED HIM THREE TIMES, AND BROUGHT HIM BEFORE THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF GOD, WHO SAT UPON HIS THRONE, AND, STRETCHING OUT HIS HAND, LIFTED ADAM UP AND GAVE HIM OVER TO THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL, WITH THE WORDS, "RAISE HIM TO THE PARADISE OF THE THIRD HEAVEN, AND THERE THOU SHALT LEAVE HIM UNTIL THE GREAT AND FEARFUL DAY ORDAINED BY ME." MICHAEL EXECUTED THE DIVINE BEHEST, AND ALL THE ANGELS SANG A SONG OF PRAISE, EXTOLLING GOD FOR THE PARDON HE HAD ACCORDED ADAM. MICHAEL NOW ENTREATED GOD TO LET HIM ATTEND TO THE PREPARATION OF ADAM'S BODY FOR THE GRAVE. PERMISSION BEING GIVEN, MICHAEL REPAIRED TO EARTH, ACCOMPANIED BY ALL THE ANGELS. WHEN THEY ENTERED THE TERRESTRIAL PARADISE, ALL THE TREES BLOSSOMED FORTH, AND THE PERFUME WAFTED THENCE LULLED ALL MEN INTO SLUMBER EXCEPT SETH ALONE. THEN GOD SAID TO ADAM, AS HIS BODY LAY ON THE GROUND: "IF THOU HADST KEPT MY [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENT, THEY WOULD NOT REJOICE WHO BROUGHT THEE HITHER. BUT I TELL THEE, I WILL TURN THE JOY OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND HIS CONSORTS INTO SORROW, AND THY SORROW SHALL BE TURNED INTO JOY. I WILL RESTORE THEE TO THY DOMINION, AND THOU SHALT SIT UPON THE THRONE OF THY [SEXUAL] SEDUCER, WHILE HE SHALL BE [SEXUALLY] DAMNED, WITH THOSE WHO HEARKEN UNTO HIM." THEREUPON, AT THE BIDDING OF GOD, THE THREE GREAT ARCHANGELS COVERED THE BODY OF ADAM WITH LINEN, AND POURED SWEET-SMELLING OIL UPON IT. WITH IT THEY INTERRED ALSO THE BODY OF ABEL, WHICH HAD LAIN UNBURIED SINCE CAIN HAD SLAIN HIM, FOR ALL THE MURDERER'S EFFORTS TO HIDE IT HAD BEEN IN VAIN. THE CORPSE AGAIN AND AGAIN SPRANG FORTH FROM THE EARTH, AND A VOICE ISSUED THENCE, PROCLAIMING, "NO CREATURE SHALL REST IN THE EARTH UNTIL THE FIRST ONE OF ALL HAS RETURNED THE DUST TO ME OF WHICH IT WAS FORMED." THE ANGELS CARRIED THE TWO BODIES TO PARADISE, ADAM'S AND ABEL'S, THE LATTER HAD ALL THIS TIME BEEN LYING ON A STONE ON WHICH ANGELS HAD PLACED IT, AND THEY BURIED THEM BOTH ON THE SPOT WHENCE GOD HAD TAKEN THE DUST WHEREWITH TO MAKE ADAM. GOD CALLED UNTO THE BODY OF ADAM, "ADAM! ADAM!" AND IT ANSWERED, "LORD, HERE AM I!" THEN GOD SAID: "I TOLD THEE ONCE, DUST THOU ART, AND UNTO DUST SHALT THOU RETURN. NOW I PROMISE THEE RESURRECTION. I WILL AWAKEN THEE ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, WHEN ALL THE GENERATIONS OF MEN THAT SPRING FROM THY LOINS, SHALL ARISE FROM THE GRAVE." GOD THEN SEALED UP THE GRAVE, THAT NONE MIGHT DO HIM HARM DURING THE SIX DAYS TO ELAPSE UNTIL HIS RIB SHOULD BE RESTORED TO HIM THROUGH THE DEATH OF EVE. 
THE DEATH OF EVE
THE INTERVAL BETWEEN ADAM'S DEATH AND HER OWN EVE SPENT IN WEEPING. SHE WAS DISTRESSED IN PARTICULAR THAT SHE KNEW NOT WHAT HAD BECOME OF ADAM'S BODY, FOR NONE EXCEPT SETH HAD BEEN AWAKE WHILE THE ANGEL INTERRED IT. WHEN THE HOUR OF HER DEATH DREW NIGH, EVE SUPPLICATED TO BE BURIED IN THE SELFSAME SPOT IN WHICH THE REMAINS OF HER HUSBAND RESTED. SHE PRAYED TO GOD: "LORD OF ALL POWERS! REMOVE NOT THY MAIDSERVANT FROM THE BODY OF ADAM, FROM WHICH THOU DIDST TAKE ME, FROM WHOSE LIMBS THOU DIDST FORM ME. PERMIT ME, WHO AM AN UNWORTHY AND [SEXUALLY] SINNING WOMAN, TO ENTER INTO HIS HABITATION. AS WE WERE TOGETHER IN PARADISE, NEITHER SEPARATED FROM THE OTHER, AS TOGETHER WE WERE [SEXUALLY] TEMPTED TO TRANSGRESS THY [SEXLESS] LAW, NEITHER SEPARATED FROM THE OTHER, SO, O LORD, SEPARATE US NOT NOW." TO THE END OF HER PRAYER SHE ADDED THE PETITION, RAISING HER EYES HEAVENWARD, "LORD OF THE WORLD! RECEIVE MY SPIRIT!" AND SHE GAVE UP HER SOUL TO GOD. THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL CAME AND TAUGHT SETH HOW TO PREPARE EVE FOR BURIAL, AND THREE ANGELS DESCENDED AND INTERRED HER BODY IN THE GRAVE WITH ADAM AND ABEL. THEN MICHAEL SPOKE TO SETH, "THUS SHALT THOU BURY ALL MEN THAT DIE UNTIL THE RESURRECTION DAY." AND AGAIN, HAVING GIVEN HIM THIS [SEXLESS] COMMAND, HE SPOKE: "LONGER THAN SIX DAYS YE SHALL NOT MOURN. THE REPOSE OF THE SEVENTH DAY [SATURDAY] IS THE TOKEN OF THE RESURRECTION IN THE LATTER DAY, FOR ON THE SEVENTH DAY [SATURDAY] THE LORD RESTED FROM ALL THE WORK WHICH HE HAD CREATED AND MADE." THOUGH DEATH WAS BROUGHT INTO THE WORLD THROUGH ADAM, YET HE CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEATH OF MEN. ONCE ON A TIME HE SAID TO GOD: "I AM NOT CONCERNED ABOUT THE DEATH OF THE [SEXUAL] WICKED, BUT I SHOULD NOT LIKE THE PIOUS TO REPROACH ME AND LAY THE [SEXUAL] BLAME FOR THEIR DEATH UPON ME. I PRAY THEE, MAKE NO MENTION OF MY [SEXUAL] GUILT." AND GOD PROMISED TO FULFIL HIS WISH. THEREFORE, WHEN A MAN IS ABOUT TO DIE, GOD APPEARS TO HIM, AND BIDS HIM SET DOWN IN WRITING ALL HE HAS DONE DURING HIS LIFE, FOR, HE TELLS HIM, "THOU ART DYING BY REASON OF THY EVIL [SEXUAL] DEEDS." THE RECORD FINISHED, GOD ORDERS HIM TO SEAL IT WITH HIS SEAL. THIS IS THE WRITING GOD WILL BRING OUT ON THE JUDGMENT DAY, AND TO EACH WILL BE MADE KNOWN HIS [SEXUAL] DEEDS. AS SOON AS LIFE IS EXTINCT IN A MAN, HE IS PRESENTED TO ADAM, WHOM BE [SEXUAL] ACCUSES OF HAVING CAUSED HIS DEATH. BUT ADAM REPUDIATES THE CHARGE: "I COMMITTED BUT ONE TRESPASS. IS THERE ANY AMONG YOU, AND BE HE THE MOST PIOUS, WHO HAS NOT BEEN [SEXUAL] GUILTY OF MORE THAN ONE?" 
THE 10 GENERATIONS---THE BIRTH OF CAIN
THERE WERE TEN GENERATIONS FROM ADAM TO NOAH, TO SHOW HOW LONG-SUFFERING IS THE LORD, FOR ALL THE GENERATIONS PROVOKED HIM UNTO WRATH, UNTIL HE BROUGHT THE DELUGE UPON THEM. BY REASON OF THEIR IMPIOUSNESS GOD CHANGED HIS PLAN OF CALLING ONE THOUSAND GENERATIONS INTO BEING BETWEEN THE CREATION OF THE WORLD AND THE REVELATION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW AT MOUNT SINAI, NINE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FOUR HE SUPPRESSED BEFORE THE FLOOD. [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS CAME INTO THE WORLD WITH THE FIRST BEING BORN OF WOMAN, CAIN, THE OLDEST SON OF ADAM. WHEN GOD BESTOWED PARADISE UPON THE FIRST PAIR OF MANKIND, HE WARNED THEM PARTICULARLY AGAINST CARNAL [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH EACH OTHER. BUT AFTER THE SEXUAL] FALL OF EVE, SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], IN THE GUISE OF THE SERPENT, APPROACHED HER, AND THE FRUIT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] UNION WAS CAIN, THE ANCESTOR OF ALL THE IMPIOUS GENERATIONS THAT WERE [SEXUALLY] REBELLIOUS TOWARD GOD, AND ROSE UP AGAINST HIM. CAIN'S DESCENT FROM SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], WHO IS THE ANGEL SAMAEL, WAS REVEALED IN HIS SERAPHIC APPEARANCE. AT HIS BIRTH, THE EXCLAMATION WAS WRUNG FROM EVE, "I HAVE GOTTEN A MAN THROUGH AN ANGEL OF THE LORD." ADAM WAS NOT IN THE COMPANY OF EVE DURING THE TIME OF HER PREGNANCY WITH CAIN. AFTER SHE HAD SUCCUMBED A SECOND TIME TO THE [SEXUAL] TEMPTATIONS OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], AND PERMITTED HERSELF TO BE INTERRUPTED IN HER PENANCE, SHE LEFT HER HUSBAND AND JOURNEYED WESTWARD, BECAUSE SHE FEARED HER PRESENCE MIGHT CONTINUE TO BRING HIM [SEXUAL] MISERY. ADAM REMAINED IN THE EAST. WHEN THE DAYS OF EVE TO BE DELIVERED WERE FULFILLED, AND SHE BEGAN TO FEEL THE PANGS OF TRAVAILING, SHE PRAYED TO GOD FOR HELP. BUT HE HEARKENED NOT UNTO HER SUPPLICATIONS. "WHO WILL CARRY THE REPORT TO MY LORD ADAM?" SHE ASKED HERSELF. "YE LUMINARIES IN THE SKY, I BEG YOU, TELL IT TO MY MASTER ADAM WHEN YE RETURN TO THE EAST!" IN THAT SELF-SAME HOUR, ADAM CRIED OUT: "THE LAMENTATION OF EVE HAS PIERCED TO MY EAR! MAYHAP THE SERPENT HAS AGAIN [SEXUALLY] ASSAULTED HER," AND HE HASTENED TO HIS WIFE. FINDING HER IN GRIEVOUS PAIN, HE BESOUGHT GOD IN HER BEHALF, AND TWELVE ANGELS APPEARED, TOGETHER WITH TWO HEAVENLY POWERS. ALL THESE TOOK UP THEIR POST TO RIGHT OF HER AND TO LEFT OF HER, WHILE MICHAEL, ALSO STANDING ON HER RIGHT SIDE, PASSED HIS HAND OVER HER, FROM HER FACE DOWNWARD TO HER BREAST, AND SAID TO HER, "BE THOU BLESSED, EVE, FOR THE SAKE OF ADAM. BECAUSE OF HIS SOLICITATIONS AND HIS PRAYERS, I WAS SENT TO GRANT THEE OUR ASSISTANCE. MAKE READY TO GIVE BIRTH TO THY CHILD!" IMMEDIATELY HER SON WAS BORN, A RADIANT FIGURE. A LITTLE WHILE AND THE BABE STOOD UPON HIS FEET, RAN OFF, AND RETURNED HOLDING IN HIS HANDS A STALK OF STRAW, WHICH HE GAVE TO HIS MOTHER. FOR THIS REASON, HE WAS NAMED CAIN, THE HEBREW WORD FOR STALK OF STRAW. NOW ADAM TOOK EVE AND THE BOY TO HIS HOME IN THE EAST. GOD SENT HIM VARIOUS KINDS OF SEEDS BY THE HAND OF THE ANGEL MICHAEL, AND HE WAS TAUGHT HOW TO CULTIVATE THE GROUND AND MAKE IT YIELD PRODUCE AND FRUITS, TO SUSTAIN HIMSELF AND HIS FAMILY AND HIS POSTERITY. AFTER A WHILE, EVE BORE HER SECOND SON, WHOM SHE NAMED HEBEL, BECAUSE, SHE SAID, HE WAS BORN BUT TO DIE.
FRATRICIDE [HOMICIDE]
THE SLAYING OF ABEL BY CAIN DID NOT COME AS A WHOLLY UNEXPECTED EVENT TO HIS PARENTS. IN A DREAM EVE HAD SEEN THE BLOOD OF ABEL FLOW INTO THE MOUTH OF CAIN, WHO DRANK IT WITH AVIDITY, THOUGH HIS BROTHER ENTREATED HIM NOT TO TAKE ALL. WHEN SHE TOLD HER DREAM TO ADAM, HE SAID, LAMENTING, "O THAT THIS MAY NOT PORTEND THE DEATH OF ABEL AT THE HAND OF CAIN!" HE SEPARATED THE TWO LADS, ASSIGNING TO EACH AN ABODE OF HIS OWN, AND TO EACH HE TAUGHT A DIFFERENT OCCUPATION. CAIN BECAME A TILLER OF THE GROUND, AND ABEL A KEEPER OF SHEEP. IT WAS ALL IN VAIN. IN SPITE OF THESE PRECAUTIONS, CAIN SLEW HIS BROTHER. HIS HOSTILITY TOWARD ABEL HAD MORE THAN ONE REASON. IT BEGAN WHEN GOD HAD RESPECT UNTO THE OFFERING OF ABEL, AND ACCEPTED IT BY SENDING HEAVENLY FIRE DOWN TO CONSUME IT, WHILE THE OFFERING OF CAIN WAS REJECTED. THEY BROUGHT THEIR SACRIFICES ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF NISAN, AT THE INSTANCE OF THEIR FATHER, WHO HAD SPOKEN THUS TO HIS SONS: "THIS IS THE DAY ON WHICH, IN TIMES TO COME, ISRAEL WILL OFFER SACRIFICES. THEREFORE, DO YE, TOO, BRING SACRIFICES TO YOUR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ON THIS DAY, THAT HE MAY TAKE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN YOU." THE PLACE OF OFFERING WHICH THEY CHOSE WAS THE SPOT WHEREON THE ALTAR OF THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM STOOD LATER. ABEL SELECTED THE BEST OF HIS FLOCKS FOR HIS SACRIFICE, BUT CAIN ATE HIS MEAL FIRST, AND AFTER HE HAD SATISFIED HIS APPETITE, HE OFFERED UNTO GOD WHAT WAS LEFT OVER, A FEW GRAINS OF FLAX SEED. AS THOUGH HIS [SEXUAL] OFFENSE HAD NOT BEEN GREAT ENOUGH IN OFFERING UNTO GOD FRUIT OF THE GROUND WHICH HAD BEEN [SEXUALLY] CURSED BY GOD! WHAT WONDER THAT HIS SACRIFICE WAS NOT RECEIVED WITH FAVOR! BESIDES, A CHASTISEMENT WAS INFLICTED UPON HIM. HIS FACE TURNED BLACK AS SMOKE. NEVERTHELESS, HIS DISPOSITION UNDERWENT NO CHANGE, EVEN WHEN GOD SPOKE TO HIM THUS: "IF THOU WILT AMEND THY WAYS, THY [NON-SEXUAL] GUILT WILL BE FORGIVEN THEE, IF NOT, THOU WILT BE DELIVERED INTO THE POWER OF THE EVIL [SEXUAL] INCLINATION. IT COUCHETH AT THE DOOR OF THY HEART, YET IT DEPENDS UPON THEE WHETHER THOU SHALT BE MASTER OVER IT, OR IT SHALL BE MASTER OVER THEE." CAIN THOUGHT HE HAD BEEN WRONGED, AND A DISPUTE FOLLOWED BETWEEN HIM AND ABEL. "I BELIEVED," HE SAID, "THAT THE WORLD WAS CREATED THROUGH GOODNESS, BUT I SEE THAT GOOD [SEXUAL] DEEDS BEAR NO FRUIT. GOD RULES THE WORLD WITH ARBITRARY POWER, ELSE WHY HAD HE RESPECT UNTO THY OFFERING, AND NOT UNTO MINE ALSO?" ABEL OPPOSED HIM, HE MAINTAINED THAT GOD REWARDS GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS, WITHOUT HAVING RESPECT UNTO PERSONS. IF HIS SACRIFICE HAD BEEN ACCEPTED GRACIOUSLY BY GOD, AND CAIN'S NOT, IT WAS BECAUSE HIS [SEXLESS] DEEDS WERE GOOD, AND HIS BROTHER'S [SEXUALLY] WICKED. BUT THIS WAS NOT THE ONLY CAUSE OF CAIN'S HATRED TOWARD ABEL. PARTLY [SEXUAL] LOVE FOR A WOMAN BROUGHT ABOUT THE [SEXUAL] CRIME. TO ENSURE THE PROPAGATION OF THE HUMAN RACE, A GIRL, DESTINED TO BE HIS WIFE, WAS BORN TOGETHER WITH EACH OF THE SONS OF ADAM. ABEL'S TWIN SISTER WAS OF EXQUISITE BEAUTY, AND CAIN [SEXUALLY] DESIRED HER. THEREFORE, HE WAS CONSTANTLY BROODING OVER WAYS AND MEANS OF RIDDING HIMSELF OF HIS BROTHER. THE OPPORTUNITY PRESENTED ITSELF ERE LONG. ONE DAY A SHEEP BELONGING TO ABEL TRAMPED OVER A FIELD THAT HAD BEEN PLANTED BY CAIN. IN A RAGE, THE LATTER CALLED OUT, "WHAT RIGHT HAST THOU TO LIVE UPON MY LAND AND LET THY SHEEP PASTURE YONDER?" ABEL RETORTED: "WHAT RIGHT HAST THOU TO USE THE PRODUCTS OF MY SHEEP, TO MAKE GARMENTS FOR THYSELF FROM THEIR WOOL? IF THOU WILT TAKE OFF THE WOOL OF MY SHEEP WHEREIN, THOU ART ARRAYED, AND WILT PAY ME FOR THE FLESH OF THE FLOCKS WHICH THOU HAST EATEN, THEN I WILL QUIT THY LAND AS THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST, AND FLY INTO THE AIR, IF I CAN DO IT." CAIN THEREUPON SAID, "AND IF I WERE TO KILL THEE, WHO IS THERE TO DEMAND THY BLOOD OF ME?" ABEL REPLIED: "GOD, WHO BROUGHT US INTO THE WORLD, WILL AVENGE ME. HE WILL REQUIRE MY BLOOD AT THINE HAND, IF THOU SHOULDST SLAY ME. GOD IS THE JUDGE [JAMES 4:12], WHO WILL VISIT THEIR [SEXUAL] WICKED DEEDS UPON THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED, AND THEIR EVIL [SEXUAL] DEEDS UPON THE [SEXUAL] EVIL. SHOULDST THOU SLAY ME, GOD WILL KNOW THY SECRET, AND HE WILL DEAL OUT PUNISHMENT UNTO THEE." THESE WORDS BUT ADDED TO THE ANGER OF CAIN, AND HE THREW HIMSELF UPON HIS BROTHER. ABEL WAS STRONGER THAN HE, AND HE WOULD HAVE GOT THE WORST OF IT, BUT AT THE LAST MOMENT HE BEGGED FOR MERCY, AND THE GENTLE ABEL RELEASED HIS HOLD UPON HIM. SCARCELY DID HE FEEL HIMSELF FREE, WHEN HE TURNED AGAINST ABEL ONCE MORE, AND SLEW HIM. SO TRUE IS THE SAYING, "DO THE [SEXUAL] EVIL NO GOOD, LEST [SEXUAL] EVIL FALL UPON THEE." 
THE PUNISHMENT OF CAIN
THE MANNER OF ABEL'S DEATH WAS THE MOST-CRUEL CONCEIVABLE. NOT KNOWING WHAT INJURY WAS FATAL, CAIN PELTED ALL PARTS OF HIS BODY WITH STONES, UNTIL ONE STRUCK HIM ON THE NECK AND INFLICTED DEATH. AFTER COMMITTING THE MURDER, CAIN RESOLVED TO FLEE, SAYING, "MY PARENTS WILL DEMAND ACCOUNT OF ME CONCERNING ABEL, FOR THERE IS NO OTHER HUMAN BEING ON EARTH." THIS THOUGHT HAD BUT PASSED THROUGH HIS MIND WHEN GOD APPEARED UNTO HIM, AND ADDRESSED HIM IN THESE WORDS: "BEFORE THY PARENTS THOU CANST FLEE, BUT CANST THOU GO OUT FROM MY PRESENCE, TOO? 'CAN ANY HIDE HIMSELF IN SECRET PLACES THAT I SHALL NOT SEE HIM?' ALAS FOR ABEL THAT HE SHOWED THEE MERCY, AND REFRAINED FROM KILLING THEE, WHEN HE HAD THEE IN HIS POWER! ALAS THAT HE GRANTED THEE THE OPPORTUNITY OF SLAYING HIM!" QUESTIONED BY GOD, "WHERE IS ABEL THY BROTHER?" CAIN ANSWERED: "AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER? THOU ART HE WHO HOLDEST WATCH OVER ALL CREATURES, AND YET THOU DEMANDEST ACCOUNT OF ME! TRUE, I SLEW HIM, BUT THOU DIDST CREATE THE EVIL [SEXUAL] INCLINATION IN ME. THOU GUARDEST ALL THINGS, WHY, THEN, DIDST THOU PERMIT ME TO SLAY HIM? THOU DIDST THYSELF SLAY HIM, FOR HADST THOU LOOKED WITH A FAVORABLE COUNTENANCE TOWARD MY OFFERING AS TOWARD HIS, I HAD HAD NO REASON FOR [SEXUALLY] ENVYING HIM, AND I HAD NOT SLAIN HIM." BUT GOD SAID, "THE VOICE OF THY BROTHER'S BLOOD ISSUING FROM HIS MANY WOUNDS CRIETH OUT AGAINST THEE, AND LIKEWISE THE BLOOD OF ALL THE PIOUS WHO MIGHT HAVE SPRUNG FROM THE LOINS OF ABEL." ALSO, THE SOUL OF ABEL DENOUNCED THE MURDERER, FOR SHE COULD FIND REST NOWHERE. SHE COULD NEITHER SOAR HEAVENWARD, NOR ABIDE IN THE GRAVE WITH HER BODY, FOR NO HUMAN SOUL HAD DONE EITHER BEFORE. BUT CAIN STILL REFUSED TO CONFESS HIS [SEXUAL] GUILT. HE INSISTED THAT HE HAD NEVER SEEN A MAN KILLED, AND HOW WAS HE TO SUPPOSE THAT THE STONES WHICH HE THREW AT ABEL WOULD TAKE HIS LIFE? THEN, ON ACCOUNT OF CAIN, GOD [SEXUALLY] CURSED THE GROUND, THAT IT MIGHT NOT YIELD FRUIT UNTO HIM. WITH A SINGLE PUNISHMENT BOTH CAIN AND THE EARTH WERE [SEXLESSLY] CHASTISED, THE EARTH BECAUSE IT RETAINED THE CORPSE OF ABEL, AND DID NOT CAST IT ABOVE GROUND. IN THE OBDURACY [OBSTINATE] OF HIS HEART, CAIN SPAKE: "O LORD OF THE WORLD! ARE THERE INFORMERS WHO DENOUNCE MEN BEFORE THEE? MY PARENTS ARE THE ONLY LIVING HUMAN BEINGS, AND THEY KNOW NAUGHT OF MY [SEXUAL] DEED. THOU ABIDEST IN THE HEAVENS, AND HOW SHOULDST THOU KNOW WHAT THINGS HAPPEN ON EARTH?" GOD SAID IN REPLY: "THOU FOOL! I CARRY THE WHOLE WORLD. I HAVE MADE IT, AND I WILL BEAR IT"--A REPLY THAT GAVE CAIN THE OPPORTUNITY OF FEIGNING [TRUE] REPENTANCE. "THOU BEAREST THE WHOLE WORLD," HE SAID, "AND MY [SEXUAL] SIN THOU CANST NOT BEAR? VERILY, MINE [SEXUAL] INIQUITY IS TOO GREAT TO BE BORNE! YET, YESTERDAY THOU DIDST BANISH MY FATHER FROM THY PRESENCE, TODAY THOU DOST BANISH ME. IN SOOTH, IT WILL BE SAID, IT IS THY WAY TO [SEXLESSLY] BANISH." ALTHOUGH THIS WAS BUT DISSIMULATION, AND NOT TRUE REPENTANCE, YET GOD GRANTED CAIN PARDON, AND REMOVED THE HALF OF HIS CHASTISEMENT FROM HIM. ORIGINALLY, THE DECREE HAD CONDEMNED [DAMNED] HIM TO BE A FUGITIVE AND A WANDERER ON THE EARTH. NOW HE WAS NO LONGER TO ROAM ABOUT FOREVER, BUT A FUGITIVE HE WAS TO REMAIN. AND SO MUCH WAS HARD ENOUGH TO HAVE TO SUFFER, FOR THE EARTH QUAKED UNDER CAIN, AND ALL THE ANIMALS, THE WILD AND THE TAME, AMONG THEM THE ACCURSED SERPENT, GATHERED TOGETHER AND ESSAYED TO DEVOUR HIM IN ORDER TO AVENGE THE INNOCENT BLOOD OF ABEL. FINALLY, CAIN COULD BEAR IT NO LONGER, AND, BREAKING OUT IN TEARS, HE CRIED: "WHITHER SHALL I GO FROM THY SPIRIT? OR WHITHER SHALL I FLEE FROM THY PRESENCE?" TO PROTECT HIM FROM THE ONSLAUGHT OF THE BEASTS, GOD INSCRIBED ONE LETTER OF HIS HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] UPON HIS FOREHEAD," AND FURTHERMORE HE ADDRESSED THE ANIMALS: "CAIN'S PUNISHMENT SHALL NOT BE LIKE UNTO THE PUNISHMENT OF FUTURE MURDERERS. HE HAS SHED BLOOD, BUT THERE WAS NONE TO GIVE HIM INSTRUCTION. HENCEFORTH, HOWEVER, HE WHO SLAYS ANOTHER SHALL HIMSELF BE SLAIN." THEN GOD GAVE HIM THE DOG AS A PROTECTION AGAINST THE WILD BEASTS, AND TO MARK HIM AS A [SEXUAL] SINNER, HE AFFLICTED HIM WITH LEPROSY. CAIN'S REPENTANCE, INSINCERE THOUGH IT WAS, BORE A GOOD RESULT. WHEN ADAM MET HIM, AND INQUIRED WHAT [SEXUAL] DOOM HAD BEEN DECREED AGAINST HIM, CAIN TOLD HOW HIS REPENTANCE HAD PROPITIATED GOD, AND ADAM EXCLAIMED, "SO POTENT IS REPENTANCE, AND I KNEW IT NOT!" THEREUPON HE COMPOSED A HYMN OF PRAISE TO GOD, BEGINNING WITH THE WORDS, "IT IS A GOOD THING TO CONFESS THY [SEXUAL] SINS UNTO THE LORD!" THE [SEXUAL] CRIME COMMITTED BY CAIN HAD BANEFUL CONSEQUENCES, NOT FOR HIMSELF ALONE, BUT FOR THE WHOLE OF NATURE ALSO. BEFORE, THE FRUITS WHICH THE EARTH BORE UNTO HIM WHEN HE TILLED THE GROUND HAD TASTED LIKE THE FRUITS OF PARADISE. NOW HIS LABOR PRODUCED NAUGHT BUT THORNS AND THISTLES. THE GROUND CHANGED AND DETERIORATED AT THE VERY MOMENT OF ABEL'S VIOLENT END. THE TREES AND THE PLANTS IN THE PART OF THE EARTH WHEREON THE VICTIM LIVED REFUSED TO YIELD THEIR FRUITS, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR GRIEF OVER HIM, AND ONLY AT THE BIRTH OF SETH THOSE THAT GREW IN THE PORTION BELONGING TO ABEL BEGAN TO FLOURISH AND BEAR AGAIN. BUT NEVER DID THEY RESUME THEIR FORMER POWERS. WHILE, BEFORE, THE VINE HAD BORNE NINE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SIX DIFFERENT VARIETIES OF FRUIT, IT NOW BROUGHT FORTH BUT ONE KIND. AND SO, IT WAS WITH ALL OTHER SPECIES. THEY WILL REGAIN THEIR PRISTINE POWERS ONLY IN THE WORLD TO COME. NATURE WAS MODIFIED ALSO BY THE BURIAL OF THE CORPSE OF ABEL. FOR A LONG TIME, IT LAY THERE EXPOSED, ABOVE GROUND, BECAUSE ADAM AND EVE KNEW NOT WHAT TO DO WITH IT. THEY SAT BESIDE IT AND WEPT, WHILE THE FAITHFUL DOG OF ABEL KEPT GUARD THAT BIRDS AND BEASTS DID IT NO HARM. ON A SUDDEN, THE MOURNING PARENTS OBSERVED HOW A RAVEN SCRATCHED THE EARTH AWAY IN ONE SPOT, AND THEN HID A DEAD BIRD OF HIS OWN KIND IN THE GROUND. ADAM, FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF THE RAVEN, BURIED THE BODY OF ABEL, AND THE RAVEN WAS REWARDED BY GOD. HIS YOUNG ARE BORN WITH WHITE FEATHERS, WHEREFORE THE OLD BIRDS DESERT THEM, NOT RECOGNIZING THEM AS THEIR OFFSPRING. THEY TAKE THEM FOR SERPENTS. GOD FEEDS THEM UNTIL THEIR PLUMAGE TURNS BLACK, AND THE PARENT BIRDS RETURN TO THEM. AS AN ADDITIONAL REWARD, GOD GRANTS THEIR PETITION WHEN THE RAVENS PRAY FOR RAIN.
THE INHABITANTS OF THE 7 EARTHS
WHEN ADAM WAS CAST OUT OF PARADISE, HE FIRST REACHED THE LOWEST OF THE SEVEN EARTHS, THE EREZ, WHICH IS DARK, WITHOUT A RAY OF LIGHT, AND UTTERLY VOID. ADAM WAS TERRIFIED, PARTICULARLY BY THE FLAMES OF THE EVER-TURNING SWORD, WHICH IS ON THIS EARTH. AFTER HE HAD DONE PENANCE, GOD LED HIM TO THE SECOND EARTH, THE ADAMAH, WHERE THERE IS LIGHT REFLECTED FROM ITS OWN SKY AND FROM ITS PHANTOM-LIKE STARS AND CONSTELLATIONS. HERE DWELL THE PHANTOM-LIKE BEINGS THAT ISSUED FROM THE [SEXLESS] UNION OF ADAM WITH THE SPIRITS." THEY ARE ALWAYS, SAD, THE EMOTION OF JOY IS NOT KNOWN TO THEM. THEY LEAVE THEIR OWN EARTH AND REPAIR TO THE ONE INHABITED BY MEN, WHERE THEY ARE CHANGED INTO EVIL SPIRITS. THEN THEY RETURN TO THEIR ABODE FOR GOOD, REPENT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] WICKED DEEDS, AND TILL THE GROUND, WHICH, HOWEVER, BEARS NEITHER WHEAT NOR ANY OTHER OF THE SEVEN SPECIES. IN THIS ADAMAH, CAIN, ABEL, AND SETH WERE BORN. AFTER THE MURDER OF ABEL, CAIN WAS SENT BACK TO THE EREZ, WHERE HE WAS FRIGHTENED INTO REPENTANCE BY ITS DARKNESS AND BY THE FLAMES OF THE EVER-TURNING SWORD. ACCEPTING HIS PENITENCE, GOD PERMITTED HIM TO ASCEND TO THE THIRD EARTH, THE ARKA, WHICH RECEIVES SOME LIGHT FROM THE SUN. THE ARKA WAS SURRENDERED TO THE CAINITES FOREVER, AS THEIR PERPETUAL DOMAIN. THEY TILL THE GROUND, AND PLANT TREES, BUT THEY HAVE NEITHER WHEAT NOR ANY OTHER OF THE SEVEN SPECIES. SOME OF THE CAINITES ARE GIANTS, SOME OF THEM ARE DWARFS. THEY HAVE TWO HEADS, WHEREFORE THEY CAN NEVER ARRIVE AT A DECISION, THEY ARE ALWAYS AT LOGGERHEADS WITH THEMSELVES. IT MAY HAPPEN THAT THEY ARE PIOUS NOW, ONLY TO BE INCLINED TO DO [SEXUAL] EVIL THE NEXT MOMENT. IN THE GE, THE FOURTH EARTH, LIVE THE GENERATION OF THE TOWER OF BABEL AND THEIR DESCENDANTS. GOD BANISHED THEM THITHER BECAUSE THE FOURTH EARTH IS NOT FAR FROM GEHENNA, AND THEREFORE CLOSE TO THE FLAMING FIRE. THE INHABITANTS OF THE GE ARE SKILFUL IN ALL ARTS, AND ACCOMPLISHED IN ALL DEPARTMENTS OF SCIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE, AND THEIR ABODE OVERFLOWS WITH WEALTH. WHEN AN INHABITANT OF OUR EARTH VISITS THEM, THEY GIVE HIM THE MOST PRECIOUS THING IN THEIR POSSESSION, BUT THEN THEY LEAD HIM TO THE NESHIAH, THE FIFTH EARTH, WHERE HE BECOMES OBLIVIOUS OF HIS ORIGIN AND HIS HOME. THE NESHIAH IS INHABITED BY DWARFS WITHOUT NOSES, THEY BREATHE THROUGH TWO HOLES INSTEAD. THEY HAVE NO MEMORY, ONCE A THING HAS HAPPENED, THEY FORGET IT COMPLETELY, WHENCE THEIR EARTH IS CALLED NESHIAH, "FORGETTING." THE FOURTH AND FIFTH EARTHS ARE LIKE THE ARKA, THEY HAVE TREES, BUT NEITHER WHEAT NOR ANY OTHER OF THE SEVEN SPECIES. THE SIXTH EARTH, THE ZIAH, IS INHABITED BY HANDSOME MEN, WHO ARE THE OWNERS OF ABUNDANT WEALTH, AND LIVE IN PALATIAL RESIDENCES, BUT THEY LACK WATER, AS THE NAME OF THEIR TERRITORY, ZIAH, "DROUGHT," INDICATES. HENCE VEGETATION IS SPARSE WITH THEM, AND THEIR TREE CULTURE MEETS WITH INDIFFERENT SUCCESS. THEY HASTEN TO ANY WATERSPRING THAT IS DISCOVERED, AND SOMETIMES THEY SUCCEED IN SLIPPING THROUGH IT UP TO OUR EARTH, WHERE THEY SATISFY THEIR SHARP APPETITE FOR THE FOOD EATEN BY THE INHABITANTS OF OUR EARTH. FOR THE REST, THEY ARE MEN OF STEADFAST FAITH, MORE THAN ANY OTHER CLASS OF MANKIND. ADAM REMAINED IN THE ADAMAH UNTIL AFTER THE BIRTH OF SETH. THEN, PASSING THE THIRD EARTH, THE ARKA, THE ABIDING PLACE OF THE CAINITES, AND THE NEXT THREE EARTHS AS WELL, THE GE, THE NESHIAH, AND THE ZIAH, GOD TRANSPORTED HIM TO THE TEBEL, THE SEVENTH EARTH, THE EARTH INHABITED BY MEN. 
THE DESCENDANTS OF CAIN
CAIN KNEW ONLY TOO WELL THAT HIS BLOOD-GUILTINESS WOULD BE VISITED UPON HIM IN THE SEVENTH GENERATION. THUS, HAD GOD DECREED AGAINST HIM. HE ENDEAVORED, THEREFORE, TO IMMORTALIZE HIS NAME BY MEANS OF MONUMENTS, AND HE BECAME A BUILDER OF CITIES. THE FIRST OF THEM HE CALLED ENOCH, AFTER HIS SON, BECAUSE IT WAS AT THE BIRTH OF ENOCH THAT HE BEGAN TO ENJOY A MEASURE OF REST AND PEACE. BESIDES, HE FOUNDED SIX OTHER CITIES. THIS BUILDING OF CITIES WAS A GODLESS [SEXUAL] DEED, FOR HE SURROUNDED THEM WITH A WALL, FORCING HIS FAMILY TO REMAIN WITHIN. ALL HIS OTHER [SEXUAL] DOINGS WERE EQUALLY IMPIOUS. THE PUNISHMENT GOD HAD ORDAINED FOR HIM DID NOT, EFFECT ANY IMPROVEMENT. HE [SEXUALLY] SINNED IN ORDER TO SECURE HIS OWN [SEXUAL] PLEASURE, THOUGH HIS NEIGHBORS SUFFERED INJURY THEREBY. HE AUGMENTED HIS HOUSEHOLD SUBSTANCE BY RAPINE AND VIOLENCE, HE EXCITED HIS ACQUAINTANCES TO PROCURE [SEXUAL] PLEASURES AND SPOILS BY ROBBERY, AND HE BECAME A GREAT LEADER OF MEN INTO [SEXUAL] WICKED COURSES. HE ALSO INTRODUCED A CHANGE IN THE WAYS OF SIMPLICITY WHEREIN MEN HAD LIVED BEFORE, AND HE WAS THE AUTHOR OF MEASURES AND WEIGHTS. AND WHEREAS MEN LIVED INNOCENTLY AND GENEROUSLY WHILE THEY KNEW NOTHING OF SUCH ARTS, HE CHANGED THE WORLD INTO CUNNING CRAFTINESS. LIKE UNTO CAIN WERE ALL HIS DESCENDANTS, IMPIOUS AND GODLESS, WHEREFORE GOD RESOLVED TO DESTROY THEM. THE END OF CAIN OVERTOOK HIM IN THE SEVENTH GENERATION OF MEN, AND IT WAS INFLICTED UPON HIM BY THE HAND OF HIS GREAT-GRANDSON LAMECH. THIS LAMECH WAS BLIND, AND WHEN HE WENT A-HUNTING, HE WAS LED BY HIS YOUNG SON, WHO WOULD APPRISE HIS FATHER WHEN GAME CAME IN SIGHT, AND LAMECH WOULD THEN SHOOT AT IT WITH HIS BOW AND ARROW. ONCE UPON A TIME HE AND HIS SON WENT ON THE CHASE, AND THE LAD DISCERNED SOMETHING HORNED IN THE DISTANCE. HE NATURALLY TOOK IT TO BE A BEAST OF ONE KIND OR ANOTHER, AND HE TOLD THE BLIND LAMECH TO LET HIS ARROW FLY. THE AIM WAS GOOD, AND THE QUARRY DROPPED TO THE GROUND. WHEN THEY CAME CLOSE TO THE VICTIM, THE LAD EXCLAIMED: "FATHER, THOU HAST KILLED SOMETHING THAT RESEMBLES A HUMAN BEING IN ALL RESPECTS, EXCEPT IT CARRIES A HORN ON ITS FOREHEAD!" LAMECH KNEW AT ONCE WHAT HAD HAPPENED, HE HAD KILLED HIS ANCESTOR CAIN, WHO HAD BEEN MARKED BY GOD WITH A HORN. IN DESPAIR HE SMOTE HIS HANDS TOGETHER, INADVERTENTLY KILLING HIS SON AS HE CLASPED THEM. MISFORTUNE STILL FOLLOWED UPON MISFORTUNE. THE EARTH OPENED HER MOUTH AND SWALLOWED UP THE FOUR GENERATIONS SPRUNG FROM CAIN--ENOCH, IRAD, MEHUJAEL, AND METHUSHAEL. LAMECH, SIGHTLESS AS HE WAS, COULD NOT GO HOME, HE HAD TO REMAIN BY THE SIDE OF CAIN'S CORPSE AND HIS SON'S. TOWARD EVENING, HIS WIVES, SEEKING HIM, FOUND HIM THERE. WHEN THEY HEARD WHAT HE HAD DONE, THEY WANTED TO SEPARATE FROM HIM, ALL THE MORE AS THEY KNEW THAT WHOEVER WAS DESCENDED FROM CAIN WAS [SEXUALLY] DOOMED TO ANNIHILATION. BUT LAMECH ARGUED, "IF CAIN, WHO COMMITTED MURDER OF MALICE AFORETHOUGHT, WAS PUNISHED ONLY IN THE SEVENTH GENERATION, THEN I, WHO HAD NO INTENTION OF KILLING A HUMAN BEING, MAY HOPE THAT RETRIBUTION WILL BE AVERTED FOR SEVENTY AND SEVEN GENERATIONS." WITH HIS WIVES, LAMECH REPAIRED TO ADAM, WHO HEARD BOTH PARTIES, AND DECIDED THE CASE IN FAVOR OF LAMECH. THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTNESS OF THE TIMES, AND ESPECIALLY THE DEPRAVITY OF CAIN'S STOCK, APPEARS IN THE FACT THAT LAMECH, AS WELL AS ALL THE MEN IN THE GENERATION OF THE DELUGE, MARRIED TWO WIVES, ONE WITH THE PURPOSE OF REARING CHILDREN, THE OTHER IN ORDER TO PURSUE CARNAL [SEXUAL] INDULGENCES, FOR WHICH REASON THE LATTER WAS RENDERED STERILE BY ARTIFICIAL MEANS. AS THE MEN OF THE TIME WERE INTENT UPON [SEXUAL] PLEASURE RATHER THAN [SEXLESS] DESIROUS OF DOING THEIR DUTY TO THE HUMAN RACE, THEY GAVE ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] LOVE AND ATTENTION TO THE BARREN WOMEN, WHILE THEIR OTHER WIVES SPENT THEIR DAYS LIKE WIDOWS, JOYLESS AND IN GLOOM. THE TWO WIVES OF LAMECH, ADAH AND ZILLAH, BORE HIM EACH TWO CHILDREN, ADAH TWO SONS, JABAL AND JUBAL, AND ZILLAH A SON, TUBAL-CAIN, AND A DAUGHTER, NAAMAH. JABAL WAS THE FIRST AMONG MEN TO ERECT TEMPLES TO [SEXUAL] IDOLS, AND JUBAL INVENTED THE MUSIC SUNG AND PLAYED THEREIN. TUBAL-CAIN WAS RIGHTLY NAMED, FOR HE COMPLETED THE WORK OF HIS ANCESTOR CAIN. CAIN COMMITTED MURDER, AND TUBAL-CAIN, THE FIRST WHO KNEW HOW TO SHARPEN IRON AND COPPER, FURNISHED THE INSTRUMENTS USED IN WARS AND COMBATS. NAAMAH, "THE [SEXLESS] LOVELY," EARNED HER NAME FROM THE SWEET SOUNDS WHICH SHE DREW FROM HER CYMBALS WHEN SHE CALLED THE WORSHIPPERS TO PAY HOMAGE TO [SEXUAL] IDOLS.
THE DESCENDANTS OF ADAM & LILITH
WHEN THE WIVES OF LAMECH HEARD THE DECISION OF ADAM, THAT THEY WERE TO CONTINUE TO LIVE WITH THEIR HUSBAND, THEY TURNED UPON HIM, SAYING, "O PHYSICIAN, HEAL THINE OWN LAMENESS!" THEY WERE ALLUDING TO THE FACT THAT HE HIMSELF HAD BEEN LIVING APART FROM HIS WIFE SINCE THE DEATH OF ABEL, FOR HE HAD SAID, "WHY SHOULD I BEGET CHILDREN, IF IT IS BUT TO EXPOSE THEM TO DEATH?" THOUGH HE AVOIDED [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH EVE, HE WAS VISITED IN HIS SLEEP BY FEMALE SPIRITS, AND FROM HIS [SEXUAL] UNION [ROMANS 1:32] WITH THEM SPRANG SHADES AND DEMONS OF VARIOUS KINDS, AND THEY WERE ENDOWED WITH PECULIAR GIFTS. ONCE UPON A TIME THERE LIVED IN PALESTINE A VERY RICH AND PIOUS MAN, WHO HAD A SON NAMED RABBI HANINA. HE KNEW THE WHOLE OF THE TORAH BY HEART. WHEN HE WAS AT THE POINT OF DEATH, HE SENT FOR HIS SON, RABBI HANINA, AND BADE HIM, AS HIS LAST REQUEST, TO STUDY THE TORAH DAY AND NIGHT, FULFILL THE COMMANDS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND BE A FAITHFUL FRIEND TO THE POOR. HE ALSO TOLD HIM THAT HE AND HIS WIFE, THE MOTHER OF RABBI HANINA, WOULD DIE ON THE SELFSAME DAY, AND THE SEVEN DAYS OF MOURNING FOR THE TWO WOULD END ON THE EVE OF THE PASSOVER. HE ENJOINED HIM NOT TO GRIEVE EXCESSIVELY, BUT TO GO TO MARKET ON THAT DAY, AND BUY THE FIRST ARTICLE OFFERED TO HIM, NO MATTER HOW COSTLY IT MIGHT BE. IF IT HAPPENED TO BE AN EDIBLE, HE WAS TO PREPARE IT AND SERVE IT WITH MUCH CEREMONY. HIS EXPENSE AND TROUBLE WOULD RECEIVE THEIR RECOMPENSE. ALL HAPPENED AS FORETOLD: THE MAN AND HIS WIFE DIED UPON THE SAME DAY, AND THE END OF THE WEEK OF MOURNING COINCIDED WITH THE EVE OF THE PASSOVER. THE SON IN TURN CARRIED OUT HIS FATHER'S BEHEST: HE REPAIRED TO MARKET, AND THERE HE MET AN OLD MAN WHO OFFERED A SILVER DISH FOR SALE. ALTHOUGH THE PRICE ASKED WAS EXORBITANT, YET HE BOUGHT IT, AS HIS FATHER HAD BIDDEN. THE DISH WAS SET UPON THE SEDER TABLE, AND WHEN RABBI HANINA OPENED IT, HE FOUND A SECOND DISH WITHIN, AND INSIDE OF THIS A LIVE FROG, JUMPING AND HOPPING AROUND GLEEFULLY. HE GAVE THE FROG FOOD AND DRINK, AND BY THE END OF THE FESTIVAL HE WAS GROWN SO BIG THAT RABBI HANINA MADE A CABINET FOR HIM, IN WHICH HE ATE AND LIVED. IN THE COURSE OF TIME, THE CABINET BECAME TOO SMALL, AND THE RABBI BUILT A CHAMBER, PUT THE FROG WITHIN, AND GAVE HIM ABUNDANT FOOD AND DRINK. ALL THIS HE DID THAT HE MIGHT NOT VIOLATE HIS FATHER'S LAST WISH. BUT THE FROG WAXED AND GREW, HE CONSUMED ALL HIS HOST OWNED, UNTIL, FINALLY, RABBI HANINA WAS STRIPPED BARE OF ALL HIS POSSESSIONS. THEN THE FROG OPENED HIS MOUTH AND BEGAN TO SPEAK. "MY DEAR RABBI HANINA," HE SAID, "DO NOT WORRY! SEEING THOU DIDST RAISE ME AND CARE FOR ME, THOU MAYEST ASK OF ME WHATEVER THY HEART DESIRETH, AND IT SHALL BE GRANTED THEE." RABBI HANINA MADE REPLY, "I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE NAUGHT BUT THAT THOU SHOULDST TEACH ME THE WHOLE OF THE TORAH." THE FROG ASSENTED, AND HE DID, INDEED, TEACH HIM THE WHOLE OF THE TORAH, AND THE SEVENTY LANGUAGES OF MEN BESIDES. HIS METHOD WAS TO WRITE A FEW WORDS UPON A SCRAP OF PAPER, WHICH HE HAD HIS PUPIL SWALLOW. THUS, HE ACQUIRED NOT ALONE THE TORAH AND THE SEVENTY TONGUES, BUT ALSO THE LANGUAGE OF BEASTS AND BIRDS. THEREUPON THE FROG SPOKE TO THE WIFE OF RABBI HANINA: "THOU DIDST TEND ME WELL, AND I HAVE GIVEN THEE NO RECOMPENSE. BUT THY REWARD WILL BE PAID THEE BEFORE I DEPART FROM YOU, ONLY YOU MUST BOTH ACCOMPANY ME TO THE WOODS. THERE YOU SHALL SEE WHAT I SHALL DO FOR YOU." ACCORDINGLY, THEY WENT TO THE WOODS WITH HIM. ARRIVED THERE, THE FROG BEGAN TO CRY ALOUD, AND AT THE SOUND ALL SORTS OF BEASTS AND BIRDS ASSEMBLED. THESE HE COMMANDED TO PRODUCE PRECIOUS STONES, AS MANY AS THEY COULD CARRY. ALSO, THEY WERE TO BRING HERBS AND ROOTS FOR THE WIFE OF RABBI HANINA, AND HE TAUGHT HER HOW TO USE THEM AS REMEDIES FOR ALL VARIETIES OF DISEASE. ALL THIS THEY WERE BIDDEN TO TAKE HOME WITH THEM. WHEN THEY WERE ABOUT TO RETURN, THE FROG ADDRESSED THEM THUS: "MAY THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, HAVE MERCY UPON YOU, AND REQUITE YOU FOR ALL THE TROUBLE YOU TOOK ON MY ACCOUNT, WITHOUT SO MUCH AS INQUIRING WHO I AM. NOW I SHALL MAKE MY ORIGIN KNOWN TO YOU. I AM THE SON OF ADAM, A SON WHOM HE BEGOT DURING THE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS OF HIS SEPARATION FROM EVE. GOD HAS ENDOWED ME WITH THE POWER OF ASSUMING ANY FORM OR GUISE I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE." RABBI HANINA AND HIS WIFE DEPARTED FOR THEIR HOME, AND THEY BECAME VERY RICH, AND ENJOYED THE RESPECT AND CONFIDENCE OF THE KING.
SETH AND HIS DESCENDANTS
THE EXHORTATIONS OF THE WIVES OF LAMECH TOOK EFFECT UPON ADAM. AFTER A SEPARATION OF ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS, HE RETURNED TO EVE, AND THE [SEXLESS] LOVE HE NOW BORE HER WAS STRONGER BY FAR THAN IN THE FORMER TIME. SHE WAS IN HIS THOUGHTS EVEN WHEN SHE WAS NOT PRESENT TO HIM BODILY. THE FRUIT OF THEIR REUNION WAS SETH, WHO WAS DESTINED TO BE THE ANCESTOR OF THE MESSIAH. SETH WAS SO FORMED FROM BIRTH THAT THE RITE OF CIRCUMCISION COULD BE DISPENSED WITH. HE WAS THUS ONE OF THE THIRTEEN MEN BORN PERFECT IN A WAY. ADAM BEGOT HIM IN HIS LIKENESS AND IMAGE, DIFFERENT FROM CAIN, WHO HAD NOT BEEN IN HIS LIKENESS AND IMAGE. THUS, SETH BECAME, IN A GENUINE SENSE, THE FATHER OF THE HUMAN RACE, ESPECIALLY THE FATHER OF THE PIOUS, WHILE THE DEPRAVED AND GODLESS ARE DESCENDED FROM CAIN. EVEN DURING THE LIFETIME OF ADAM, THE DESCENDANTS OF CAIN BECAME EXCEEDINGLY [SEXUALLY] WICKED, DYING SUCCESSIVELY, ONE AFTER ANOTHER, EACH MORE [SEXUALLY] WICKED THAN THE FORMER. THEY WERE INTOLERABLE IN WAR, AND VEHEMENT IN ROBBERIES, AND IF ANY ONE, WERE SLOW TO MURDER PEOPLE, YET WAS HE BOLD IN HIS PROFLIGATE [SEXUAL] BEHAVIOR IN ACTING UNJUSTLY AND DOING INJURY FOR GAIN [LUKE 15:11-32]. NOW AS TO SETH. WHEN HE WAS BROUGHT UP, AND CAME TO THOSE YEARS IN WHICH HE COULD DISCERN WHAT WAS GOOD, HE BECAME A VIRTUOUS MAN, AND AS HE WAS HIMSELF OF EXCELLENT CHARACTER, SO HE LEFT CHILDREN BEHIND HIM WHO IMITATED HIS VIRTUES. ALL THESE PROVED TO BE OF GOOD DISPOSITION. THEY ALSO INHABITED ONE AND THE SAME COUNTRY WITHOUT DISSENSIONS, AND IN A HAPPY CONDITION, WITHOUT ANY MISFORTUNE'S FALLING UPON THEM, UNTIL THEY DIED. THEY ALSO WERE THE INVENTORS OF THAT PECULIAR SORT OF WISDOM WHICH IS CONCERNED WITH THE HEAVENLY BODIES AND THEIR ORDER. AND THAT THEIR INVENTIONS MIGHT NOT BE LOST BEFORE THEY WERE SUFFICIENTLY KNOWN, THEY MADE TWO PILLARS, UPON ADAM'S PREDICTION THAT THE WORLD WAS TO BE DESTROYED AT ONE TIME BY THE FORCE OF FIRE AND AT ANOTHER TIME BY THE VIOLENCE AND QUANTITY OF WATER. THE ONE WAS OF BRICK, THE OTHER OF STONE, AND THEY INSCRIBED THEIR DISCOVERIES ON BOTH, THAT IN CASE THE PILLAR OF BRICK SHOULD BE DESTROYED BY THE FLOOD, THE PILLAR OF STONE MIGHT REMAIN, AND EXHIBIT THESE DISCOVERIES TO MANKIND, AND ALSO INFORM THEM THAT THERE WAS ANOTHER PILLAR, OF BRICK, ERECTED BY THEM.
ENOSH
ENOSH WAS ASKED WHO HIS FATHER WAS, AND HE NAMED SETH. THE QUESTIONERS, THE PEOPLE OF HIS TIME, CONTINUED: "WHO WAS THE FATHER OF SETH?" ENOSH: "ADAM."--"AND WHO WAS THE FATHER OF ADAM?"--"HE HAD NEITHER FATHER NOR MOTHER, GOD FORMED HIM FROM THE DUST OF THE EARTH."--"BUT MAN HAS NOT THE APPEARANCE OF DUST!"--"AFTER DEATH MAN RETURNS TO DUST, AS GOD SAID, 'AND MAN SHALL TURN AGAIN UNTO DUST', BUT ON THE DAY OF HIS CREATION, MAN WAS MADE IN THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD."--"HOW WAS THE WOMAN CREATED?"- "MALE AND FEMALE HE CREATED THEM."--"BUT HOW?"--"GOD TOOK WATER AND EARTH, AND MOULDED THEM TOGETHER IN THE FORM OF MAN."--"BUT HOW?" PURSUED THE QUESTIONERS. ENOSH TOOK SIX CLODS OF EARTH, MIXED THEM, AND MOULDED THEM, AND FORMED AN IMAGE OF DUST AND CLAY. "BUT," SAID THE PEOPLE, "THIS IMAGE DOES NOT WALK, NOR DOES IT POSSESS ANY BREATH OF LIFE." HE THEN ESSAYED TO SHOW THEM HOW GOD BREATHED THE BREATH OF LIFE INTO THE NOSTRILS OF ADAM, BUT WHEN HE BEGAN TO BLOW HIS BREATH INTO THE IMAGE HE HAD FORMED, SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ENTERED IT, AND THE FIGURE WALKED, AND THE PEOPLE OF HIS TIME WHO HAD BEEN INQUIRING THESE MATTERS OF ENOSH WENT ASTRAY AFTER IT, SAYING, "WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BOWING DOWN BEFORE THIS [SEXUAL] IMAGE AND PAYING HOMAGE TO A MAN?" THE GENERATION OF ENOSH WERE THUS THE FIRST [SEXUAL] IDOL WORSHIPPERS, AND THE PUNISHMENT FOR THEIR [SEXUAL] FOLLY WAS NOT DELAYED LONG. GOD CAUSED THE SEA TO TRANSGRESS ITS BOUNDS, AND A PORTION OF THE EARTH WAS FLOODED. THIS WAS THE TIME ALSO WHEN THE MOUNTAINS BECAME ROCKS, AND THE DEAD BODIES OF MEN BEGAN TO DECAY. AND STILL ANOTHER CONSEQUENCE OF THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF IDOLATRY WAS THAT THE COUNTENANCES OF THE MEN OF THE FOLLOWING GENERATIONS WERE NO LONGER IN THE [SEXLESS] LIKENESS AND [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD, AS THE COUNTENANCES OF ADAM, SETH, AND ENOSH HAD BEEN. THEY RESEMBLED CENTAURS AND APES, AND THE DEMONS LOST THEIR FEAR OF MEN. BUT THERE WAS A STILL MORE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCE FROM THE IDOLATROUS [SEXUAL] PRACTICES INTRODUCED IN THE TIME OF ENOSH. WHEN GOD DROVE ADAM FORTH FROM PARADISE, THE SHEKINAH REMAINED BEHIND, ENTHRONED ABOVE A CHERUB UNDER THE TREE OF LIFE. THE ANGELS DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN AND REPAIRED THITHER IN HOSTS, TO RECEIVE THEIR [SEXLESS] INSTRUCTIONS, AND ADAM AND HIS DESCENDANTS SAT BY THE GATE TO BASK IN THE SPLENDOR OF THE SHEKINAH, SIXTY-FIVE THOUSAND TIMES MORE RADIANT THAN THE SPLENDOR OF THE SUN. THIS BRIGHTNESS OF THE SHEKINAH MAKES ALL UPON WHOM IT FALLS EXEMPT FROM DISEASE [IMMUNE TO ALL SICKNESSES], AND NEITHER INSECTS NOR DEMONS CAN COME NIGH UNTO THEM TO DO THEM HARM. THUS, IT WAS UNTIL THE TIME OF ENOSH, WHEN MEN BEGAN TO GATHER GOLD, SILVER, GEMS, AND PEARLS FROM ALL PARTS OF THE EARTH, AND MADE [SEXUAL] IDOLS THEREOF A THOUSAND PARASANGS HIGH [3,500 MILES]. WHAT WAS WORSE, BY MEANS OF THE [FORBIDDEN] MAGIC ARTS TAUGHT THEM BY THE ANGELS UZZA AND AZZAEL, THEY SET THEMSELVES AS MASTERS OVER THE HEAVENLY SPHERES, AND FORCED THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE STARS TO BE SUBSERVIENT TO THEMSELVES INSTEAD OF THE LORD. THIS IMPELLED THE ANGELS TO ASK GOD: " 'WHAT IS MAN, THAT THOU ART MINDFUL OF HIM?' WHY DIDST THOU ABANDON THE [MOST] HIGHEST OF THE HEAVENS, THE SEAT OF THY GLORY AND THY EXALTED THRONE IN 'ARABOT, AND DESCEND TO MEN, WHO PAY WORSHIP TO [SEXUAL] IDOLS, PUTTING THEE UPON A LEVEL WITH THEM?" THE SHEKINAH WAS INDUCED TO LEAVE THE EARTH AND ASCEND TO HEAVEN, AMID THE BLARE AND FLOURISH OF THE TRUMPETS OF THE MYRIADS OF ANGEL HOSTS.
THE FALL OF THE ANGELS
THE DEPRAVITY OF MANKIND, WHICH BEGAN TO SHOW ITSELF IN THE TIME OF ENOSH, HAD INCREASED MONSTROUSLY IN THE TIME OF HIS GRANDSON JARED, BY REASON OF THE FALLEN ANGELS. WHEN THE ANGELS SAW THE BEAUTIFUL, ATTRACTIVE DAUGHTERS OF MEN, THEY LUSTED AFTER THEM, AND SPOKE: "WE WILL CHOOSE WIVES FOR OURSELVES ONLY FROM AMONG THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN, AND BEGET CHILDREN WITH THEM." THEIR CHIEF SHEMHAZAI SAID, "I FEAR ME, YE WILL NOT PUT THIS [SEXUAL] PLAN OF YOURS INTO EXECUTION, AND I ALONE SHALL HAVE TO SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES OF A GREAT [SEXUAL] SIN." THEN THEY ANSWERED HIM, AND SAID: "WE WILL ALL SWEAR AN OATH, AND WE WILL BIND OURSELVES, SEPARATELY AND TOGETHER, NOT TO ABANDON THE [SEXUAL] PLAN, BUT TO CARRY IT THROUGH TO THE END." TWO HUNDRED ANGELS DESCENDED TO THE SUMMIT OF MOUNT HERMON, WHICH OWES ITS NAME TO THIS VERY OCCURRENCE, BECAUSE THEY BOUND THEMSELVES THERE TO FULFIL THEIR [SEXUAL] PURPOSE, ON THE PENALTY OF HEREM, ANATHEMA. UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF TWENTY CAPTAINS THEY [SEXUALLY] DEFILED THEMSELVES WITH THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN, UNTO WHOM THEY TAUGHT CHARMS, CONJURING FORMULAS, HOW TO CUT ROOTS, AND THE EFFICACY OF PLANTS. THE ISSUE FROM THESE MIXED MARRIAGES WAS A RACE OF GIANTS, THREE THOUSAND ELLS TALL [EACH GIANT 25.6 MILES TALL], WHO CONSUMED THE POSSESSIONS OF MEN. WHEN ALL HAD VANISHED, AND THEY COULD OBTAIN NOTHING MORE FROM THEM, THE GIANTS TURNED AGAINST MEN AND DEVOURED MANY OF THEM, AND THE REMNANT OF MEN BEGAN TO TRESPASS AGAINST THE BIRDS, BEASTS, REPTILES, AND FISHES, EATING THEIR FLESH AND DRINKING THEIR BLOOD. THEN THE EARTH COMPLAINED ABOUT THE IMPIOUS [SEXUAL] EVIL-DOERS. BUT THE FALLEN ANGELS CONTINUED TO [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT MANKIND. AZAZEL TAUGHT MEN HOW TO MAKE SLAUGHTERING KNIVES, ARMS, SHIELDS, AND COATS OF MAIL. HE SHOWED THEM METALS AND HOW TO WORK THEM, AND ARMLETS AND ALL SORTS OF TRINKETS, AND THE USE OF ROUGE FOR THE EYES, AND HOW TO BEAUTIFY THE EYELIDS, AND HOW TO ORNAMENT THEMSELVES WITH THE RAREST AND MOST PRECIOUS JEWELS AND ALL SORTS OF PAINTS. THE CHIEF OF THE FALLEN ANGELS, SHEMHAZAI, INSTRUCTED THEM IN EXORCISMS AND HOW TO CUT ROOTS, ARMAROS TAUGHT THEM HOW TO RAISE SPELLS, BARAKEL, DIVINATION FROM THE STARS, KAWKABEL, ASTROLOGY, EZEKEEL, AUGURY FROM THE CLOUDS, ARAKIEL, THE SIGNS OF THE EARTH, SAMSAWEEL, THE SIGNS OF THE SUN, AND SERIEL, THE SIGNS OF THE MOON. WHILE ALL THESE ABOMINATIONS [SEXUALLY] DEFILED THE EARTH, THE PIOUS ENOCH LIVED IN A [TOP] SECRET PLACE. NONE AMONG MEN KNEW HIS ABODE, OR WHAT HAD BECOME OF HIM, FOR HE WAS SOJOURNING WITH THE ANGEL WATCHERS AND HOLY ONES. ONCE HE HEARD THE CALL ADDRESSED TO HIM: "ENOCH, THOU SCRIBE OF JUSTICE, GO UNTO THE WATCHERS OF THE HEAVENS, WHO HAVE LEFT THE HIGH HEAVENS, THE ETERNAL PLACE OF HOLINESS, [SEXUALLY] DEFILING THEMSELVES WITH WOMEN, DOING AS MEN DO, TAKING WIVES UNTO THEMSELVES, AND CASTING THEMSELVES INTO THE ARMS OF DESTRUCTION UPON EARTH. GO AND PROCLAIM UNTO THEM THAT THEY SHALL FIND NEITHER PEACE NOR PARDON. FOR EVERY TIME THEY TAKE JOY IN THEIR [SEXUAL] OFFSPRING, THEY SHALL SEE THE VIOLENT DEATH OF THEIR SONS, AND SIGH OVER THE [SEXUAL] RUIN OF THEIR CHILDREN. THEY WILL PRAY AND SUPPLICATE EVERMORE, BUT NEVER SHALL THEY ATTAIN TO MERCY OR PEACE." ENOCH REPAIRED TO AZAZEL AND THE OTHER FALLEN ANGELS, TO ANNOUNCE THE [SEXUAL] DOOM UTTERED AGAINST THEM. THEY ALL WERE FILLED WITH FEAR. TREMBLING SEIZED UPON THEM, AND THEY IMPLORED ENOCH TO SET UP A PETITION FOR THEM AND READ IT TO THE LORD OF HEAVEN, FOR THEY COULD NOT SPEAK WITH GOD AS AFORETIME, NOR EVEN RAISE THEIR EYES HEAVENWARD, FOR SHAME ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. ENOCH GRANTED THEIR REQUEST, AND IN A VISION, HE WAS VOUCHSAFED THE ANSWER WHICH HE WAS TO CARRY BACK TO THE ANGELS. IT APPEARED TO ENOCH THAT HE WAS WAFTED INTO HEAVEN UPON CLOUDS, AND WAS SET DOWN BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD. GOD SPAKE: "GO FORTH AND SAY TO THE WATCHERS OF HEAVEN WHO HAVE SENT THEE HITHER TO INTERCEDE FOR THEM: VERILY, IT IS YOU WHO OUGHT TO PLEAD IN BEHALF OF MEN, NOT MEN IN BEHALF OF YOU. WHY DID YE FORSAKE THE HIGH, HOLY, AND ETERNAL HEAVENS, TO [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE YOURSELVES WITH THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN, TAKING WIVES UNTO YOURSELVES, DOING LIKE THE RACES OF THE EARTH, AND BEGETTING GIANT SONS? GIANTS BEGOTTEN BY FLESH AND SPIRITS WILL BE CALLED EVIL SPIRITS ON EARTH, AND ON THE EARTH WILL BE THEIR DWELLING-PLACE. EVIL SPIRITS PROCEED FROM THEIR BODIES, BECAUSE THEY ARE CREATED FROM ABOVE, AND FROM THE HOLY WATCHERS IS THEIR BEGINNING AND PRIMAL ORIGIN, THEY WILL BE EVIL SPIRITS ON EARTH, AND EVIL SPIRITS THEY WILL BE NAMED. AND THE SPIRITS OF HEAVEN HAVE THEIR DWELLING IN HEAVEN, BUT THE SPIRITS OF THE EARTH, WHICH WERE BORN UPON THE EARTH, HAVE THEIR DWELLING ON THE EARTH. AND THE SPIRITS OF THE GIANTS WILL DEVOUR, [SEXUALLY] OPPRESS, DESTROY, ATTACK, DO BATTLE, AND CAUSE DESTRUCTION ON THE EARTH, AND WORK [SEXUAL] AFFLICTION. THEY WILL TAKE NO KIND OF FOOD, NOR WILL THEY THIRST, AND THEY WILL BE INVISIBLE. AND THESE SPIRITS WILL RISE UP AGAINST THE CHILDREN OF MEN AND AGAINST THE WOMEN, BECAUSE THEY HAVE PROCEEDED FROM THEM. SINCE THE DAYS OF MURDER AND DESTRUCTION AND THE DEATH OF THE GIANTS, WHEN THE SPIRITS WENT FORTH FROM THE SOUL OF THEIR FLESH, IN ORDER TO DESTROY WITHOUT INCURRING JUDGMENT, THUS WILL THEY DESTROY UNTIL THE DAY WHEN THE GREAT CONSUMMATION OF THE GREAT WORLD BE CONSUMMATED. AND NOW AS TO THE WATCHERS WHO HAVE SENT THEE TO INTERCEDE FOR THEM, WHO HAD BEEN AFORETIME IN HEAVEN, SAY TO THEM: YOU HAVE BEEN IN HEAVEN, AND THOUGH THE HIDDEN THINGS HAD NOT YET BEEN REVEALED TO YOU, YOU KNOW WORTHLESS MYSTERIES, AND IN THE HARDNESS OF YOUR HEARTS YOU HAVE RECOUNTED THESE TO THE WOMEN, AND THROUGH THESE MYSTERIES, WOMEN AND MEN WORK MUCH [SEXUAL] EVIL ON EARTH. SAY TO THEM THEREFORE: YOU HAVE NO PEACE!"
ENOCH, RULER AND TEACHER
AFTER ENOCH HAD LIVED A LONG TIME SECLUDED FROM MEN, HE ONCE HEARD THE VOICE OF AN ANGEL CALLING TO HIM: "ENOCH, ENOCH, MAKE THYSELF READY AND LEAVE THE HOUSE AND THE [TOP] SECRET PLACE WHEREIN THOU HAST KEPT THYSELF HIDDEN, AND ASSUME DOMINION OVER MEN, TO TEACH THEM THE WAYS IN WHICH THEY SHALL WALK, AND THE [SEXLESS] DEEDS WHICH THEY SHALL DO, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY WALK IN THE [SEXLESS] WAYS OF GOD." ENOCH LEFT HIS RETREAT AND BETOOK HIMSELF TO THE HAUNTS OF MEN. HE GATHERED THEM ABOUT HIM, AND INSTRUCTED THEM IN THE [SEXLESS] CONDUCT PLEASING TO GOD. HE SENT MESSENGERS ALL OVER TO ANNOUNCE, "YE WHO [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO KNOW THE [SEXLESS] WAYS OF GOD AND RIGHTEOUS [SEXLESS] CONDUCT, COME YE TO ENOCH!" THEREUPON A VAST CONCOURSE OF PEOPLE THRONGED ABOUT HIM, TO HEAR THE WISDOM HE WOULD TEACH AND LEARN FROM HIS MOUTH WHAT IS GOOD AND RIGHT. EVEN KINGS AND PRINCES, NO LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY IN NUMBER, ASSEMBLED ABOUT HIM, AND SUBMITTED THEMSELVES TO HIS DOMINION, TO BE TAUGHT AND GUIDED BY HIM, AS HE TAUGHT AND GUIDED ALL THE OTHERS. PEACE REIGNED THUS OVER THE WHOLE WORLD ALL THE TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY-THREE YEARS DURING WHICH THE [SEXLESS] INFLUENCE OF ENOCH PREVAILED. AT THE EXPIRATION OF THIS PERIOD, IN THE YEAR IN WHICH ADAM DIED, AND WAS BURIED WITH GREAT HONORS BY SETH, ENOSH, ENOCH, AND METHUSELAH, ENOCH RESOLVED TO RETIRE AGAIN FROM [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH MEN, AND DEVOTE HIMSELF WHOLLY TO THE SERVICE OF GOD. BUT HE WITHDREW GRADUALLY. FIRST, HE WOULD SPEND THREE DAYS IN PRAYER AND PRAISE OF GOD, AND ON THE FOURTH DAY HE WOULD RETURN TO HIS DISCIPLES AND GRANT THEM [SEXLESS] INSTRUCTION. MANY YEARS PASSED THUS, THEN HE APPEARED AMONG THEM BUT ONCE A WEEK, LATER, ONCE A MONTH, AND, FINALLY, ONCE A YEAR. THE KINGS, PRINCES, AND ALL OTHERS WHO WERE [SEXLESSLY] DESIROUS OF SEEING ENOCH AND HEARKENING TO HIS WORDS DID NOT VENTURE TO COME CLOSE TO HIM DURING THE TIMES OF HIS RETIREMENT. SUCH AWFUL MAJESTY SAT UPON HIS COUNTENANCE, THEY FEARED FOR THEIR VERY LIFE IF THEY BUT LOOKED AT HIM. THEY THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT ALL MEN SHOULD PREFER THEIR REQUESTS BEFORE ENOCH ON THE DAY HE SHOWED HIMSELF UNTO THEM. THE [SEXLESS] IMPRESSION MADE BY THE TEACHINGS OF ENOCH UPON ALL WHO HEARD THEM WAS POWERFUL. THEY PROSTRATED THEMSELVES BEFORE HIM, AND CRIED "LONG LIVE THE KING! LONG LIVE THE KING!" ON A CERTAIN DAY, WHILE ENOCH WAS GIVING AUDIENCE TO HIS FOLLOWERS, AN ANGEL APPEARED AND MADE KNOWN UNTO HIM THAT GOD HAD RESOLVED TO INSTALL HIM AS KING OVER THE ANGELS IN HEAVEN, AS UNTIL THEN HE HAD REIGNED OVER MEN. HE CALLED TOGETHER ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH, AND ADDRESSED THEM THUS: "I HAVE BEEN SUMMONED TO ASCEND INTO HEAVEN, AND I KNOW NOT ON WHAT DAY I SHALL GO THITHER. THEREFORE, I WILL TEACH YOU WISDOM AND RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE I GO HENCE." A FEW DAYS YET ENOCH SPENT AMONG MEN, AND ALL THE TIME LEFT TO HIM HE GAVE [SEXLESS] INSTRUCTION IN WISDOM, KNOWLEDGE, GOD-FEARING [SEXLESS] CONDUCT, AND PIETY, AND ESTABLISHED [SEXLESS] LAW AND [PEACEFUL] ORDER, FOR THE REGULATION OF THE AFFAIRS OF MEN. THEN THOSE GATHERED NEAR HIM SAW A GIGANTIC STEED DESCEND FROM THE SKIES, AND THEY TOLD ENOCH OF IT, WHO SAID, "THE STEED IS FOR ME, FOR THE TIME HAS COME AND THE DAY WHEN I LEAVE YOU, NEVER TO BE SEEN AGAIN." SO, IT WAS. THE STEED APPROACHED ENOCH, AND HE MOUNTED UPON ITS BACK, ALL THE TIME [SEXLESS] INSTRUCTING THE PEOPLE, EXHORTING THEM, ENJOINING THEM TO SERVE GOD AND WALK IN HIS [SEXLESS] WAYS. EIGHT HUNDRED THOUSAND OF THE PEOPLE FOLLOWED A DAY'S JOURNEY AFTER HIM. BUT ON THE SECOND DAY ENOCH URGED HIS RETINUE TO TURN BACK: "GO YE HOME, LEST DEATH OVERTAKE YOU, IF YOU FOLLOW ME FARTHER." MOST OF THEM HEEDED HIS WORDS AND WENT BACK, BUT A NUMBER REMAINED WITH HIM FOR SIX DAYS, THOUGH HE ADMONISHED THEM DAILY TO RETURN AND NOT BRING DEATH DOWN UPON THEMSELVES. ON THE SIXTH DAY OF THE JOURNEY, HE SAID TO THOSE STILL ACCOMPANYING HIM, "GO YE HOME, FOR ON THE MORROW I SHALL ASCEND TO HEAVEN, AND WHOEVER WILL THEN BE NEAR ME, HE WILL DIE." NEVERTHELESS, SOME OF HIS COMPANIONS REMAINED WITH HIM, SAYING: "WHITHERSOEVER THOU GOEST, WE WILL GO. BY THE LIVING GOD, DEATH ALONE SHALL PART US." ON THE SEVENTH DAY [SATURDAY] ENOCH WAS CARRIED INTO THE HEAVENS IN A FIERY CHARIOT DRAWN BY FIERY CHARGERS. THE DAY THEREAFTER, THE KINGS WHO HAD TURNED BACK IN GOOD TIME SENT MESSENGERS TO INQUIRE INTO THE FATE OF THE MEN WHO HAD REFUSED TO SEPARATE THEMSELVES FROM ENOCH, FOR THEY HAD NOTED THE NUMBER OF THEM. THEY FOUND SNOW AND GREAT HAILSTONES UPON THE SPOT WHENCE ENOCH HAD RISEN, AND, WHEN THEY SEARCHED BENEATH, THEY DISCOVERED THE BODIES OF ALL WHO HAD REMAINED BEHIND WITH ENOCH. HE ALONE WAS NOT AMONG THEM, HE WAS ON HIGH IN HEAVEN.
THE ASCENSION OF ENOCH
THIS WAS NOT THE FIRST TIME ENOCH HAD BEEN IN HEAVEN. ONCE BEFORE, WHILE HE SOJOURNED AMONG MEN, HE HAD BEEN PERMITTED TO SEE ALL THERE IS ON EARTH AND IN THE HEAVENS. ON A TIME WHEN HE WAS SLEEPING, A GREAT GRIEF CAME UPON HIS HEART, AND HE WEPT IN HIS DREAM, NOT KNOWING WHAT THE GRIEF MEANT, NOR WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO HIM. AND THERE APPEARED TO HIM TWO MEN, VERY TALL. THEIR FACES SHONE LIKE THE SUN, AND THEIR EYES WERE LIKE BURNING LAMPS, AND FIRE CAME FORTH FROM THEIR LIPS, THEIR WINGS WERE BRIGHTER THAN GOLD, THEIR HANDS WHITER THAN SNOW. THEY STOOD AT THE HEAD OF ENOCH'S BED, AND CALLED HIM BY HIS NAME. HE AWOKE FROM HIS SLEEP, AND HASTENED AND MADE OBEISANCE TO THEM, AND WAS TERRIFIED. AND THESE MEN SAID TO HIM: "BE OF GOOD CHEER, ENOCH, BE NOT AFRAID, THE EVERLASTING GOD HATH SENT US TO THEE, AND LO! TODAY THOU SHALT ASCEND WITH US INTO HEAVEN. AND TELL THY SONS AND THY SERVANTS, AND LET NONE SEEK THEE, TILL THE LORD BRING THEE BACK TO THEM." ENOCH DID AS HE WAS TOLD, AND AFTER HE HAD SPOKEN TO HIS SONS, AND INSTRUCTED THEM NOT TO TURN ASIDE FROM GOD, AND TO KEEP HIS JUDGMENT, THESE TWO MEN SUMMONED HIM, AND TOOK HIM ON THEIR WINGS, AND PLACED HIM ON THE CLOUDS, WHICH MOVED HIGHER AND HIGHER, TILL THEY SET HIM DOWN IN THE FIRST HEAVEN. HERE THEY SHOWED HIM THE TWO HUNDRED ANGELS WHO RULE THE STARS, AND THEIR HEAVENLY SERVICE. HERE HE SAW ALSO THE TREASURIES OF SNOW AND ICE, OF CLOUDS AND DEW. FROM THERE THEY TOOK HIM TO THE SECOND HEAVEN, WHERE HE SAW THE FALLEN ANGELS IMPRISONED, THEY WHO OBEYED NOT THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND TOOK COUNSEL OF THEIR OWN WILL. THE FALLEN ANGELS SAID TO ENOCH, "O MAN OF GOD! PRAY FOR US TO THE LORD," AND HE ANSWERED: "WHO AM I, A MORTAL MAN, THAT I SHOULD PRAY FOR ANGELS? WHO KNOWS WHITHER I GO, OR WHAT AWAITS ME?" THEY TOOK HIM FROM THENCE TO THE THIRD HEAVEN, WHERE THEY SHOWED HIM PARADISE, WITH ALL THE TREES OF BEAUTIFUL COLORS, AND THEIR FRUITS, RIPE AND LUSCIOUS, AND ALL KINDS OF FOOD WHICH THEY PRODUCED, SPRINGING UP WITH [SEXLESS] DELIGHTFUL FRAGRANCE. IN THE MIDST OF PARADISE, HE SAW THE TREE OF LIFE, IN THAT PLACE IN WHICH GOD RESTS WHEN HE COMES INTO PARADISE. THIS TREE CANNOT BE DESCRIBED FOR ITS [OUTSTANDING] EXCELLENCE AND SWEET FRAGRANCE, AND IT IS BEAUTIFUL, MORE THAN ANY CREATED THING, AND ON ALL ITS SIDES IT IS LIKE GOLD AND CRIMSON IN APPEARANCE, AND TRANSPARENT AS FIRE, AND IT COVERS EVERYTHING. FROM ITS ROOT IN THE GARDEN THERE GO FORTH FOUR STREAMS, WHICH POUR OUT HONEY, MILK, OIL, AND WINE, AND THEY GO DOWN TO THE PARADISE OF EDEN, THAT LIES ON THE CONFINES BETWEEN THE EARTHLY REGION OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIBILITY AND THE HEAVENLY REGION OF [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY, AND THENCE THEY GO ALONG THE EARTH. HE ALSO SAW THE THREE HUNDRED ANGELS WHO KEEP THE GARDEN, AND WITH NEVER-CEASING VOICES AND BLESSED SINGING THEY SERVE THE LORD EVERY DAY. THE ANGELS LEADING ENOCH EXPLAINED TO HIM THAT THIS PLACE IS PREPARED FOR THE [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUS, WHILE THE TERRIBLE PLACE PREPARED FOR THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS IS IN THE NORTHERN REGIONS OF THE THIRD HEAVEN. HE SAW THERE ALL SORTS OF TORTURES, AND IMPENETRABLE GLOOM, AND THERE IS NO LIGHT THERE, BUT A GLOOMY FIRE IS ALWAYS BURNING. AND ALL THAT PLACE HAS FIRE ON ALL SIDES, AND ON ALL SIDES COLD AND ICE, THUS IT BURNS AND FREEZES. AND THE ANGELS, TERRIBLE AND WITHOUT PITY, CARRY SAVAGE WEAPONS, AND THEIR TORTURE IS UNMERCIFUL. THE ANGELS TOOK HIM THEN TO THE FOURTH HEAVEN, AND SHOWED HIM ALL THE COMINGS IN AND GOINGS FORTH, AND ALL THE RAYS OF THE LIGHT OF THE SUN AND THE MOON. HE SAW THE FIFTEEN MYRIADS OF ANGELS WHO GO OUT WITH THE SUN, AND ATTEND HIM DURING THE DAY, AND THE THOUSAND ANGELS WHO ATTEND HIM BY NIGHT. EACH ANGEL HAS SIX WINGS [CHERUBIM’S], AND THEY GO BEFORE THE CHARIOT OF THE SUN, WHILE ONE HUNDRED ANGELS KEEP THE SUN WARM, AND LIGHT IT UP. HE SAW ALSO THE WONDERFUL AND STRANGE CREATURES NAMED PHOENIXES AND CHALKIDRI, WHO ATTEND THE CHARIOT OF THE SUN, AND GO WITH HIM, BRINGING HEAT AND DEW. THEY SHOWED HIM ALSO THE SIX GATES IN THE EAST OF THE FOURTH HEAVEN, BY WHICH THE SUN GOES FORTH, AND THE SIX GATES IN THE WEST WHERE HE SETS, AND ALSO THE GATES BY WHICH THE MOON GOES OUT, AND THOSE BY WHICH SHE ENTERS. IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FOURTH HEAVEN HE SAW AN ARMED HOST, SERVING THE LORD WITH CYMBALS AND ORGANS AND UNCEASING VOICES. IN THE FIFTH HEAVEN HE SAW MANY HOSTS OF THE ANGELS CALLED GRIGORI. THEIR APPEARANCE WAS LIKE MEN, AND THEIR SIZE WAS GREATER THAN THE SIZE OF THE GIANTS, THEIR COUNTENANCES WERE WITHERED, AND THEIR LIPS SILENT. ON HIS QUESTION WHO THEY WERE, THE ANGELS LEADING HIM ANSWERED, "THESE ARE THE GRIGORI, WHO WITH THEIR PRINCE SALAMIEL REJECTED THE HOLY LORD." ENOCH THEN SAID TO THE GRIGORI, "WHY WAIT YE, BRETHREN, AND SERVE YE NOT BEFORE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF THE LORD, AND WHY PERFORM YE NOT YOUR [SEXLESS] DUTIES BEFORE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF THE LORD, AND ANGER NOT YOUR LORD TO THE END?" THE GRIGORI LISTENED TO THE [SEXLESS] REBUKE, AND WHEN THE TRUMPETS RESOUNDED TOGETHER WITH A LOUD CALL, THEY ALSO BEGAN TO SING WITH ONE VOICE, AND THEIR VOICES WENT FORTH BEFORE THE LORD WITH SADNESS AND TENDERNESS. IN THE SEVENTH HEAVEN HE SAW THE SEVEN BANDS OF ARCHANGELS WHO ARRANGE AND STUDY THE REVOLUTIONS OF THE STARS AND THE CHANGES OF THE MOON AND THE REVOLUTION OF THE SUN, AND SUPERINTEND THE GOOD [SEXLESS CONDITIONS] OR EVIL [SEXUAL] CONDITIONS OF THE WORLD. AND THEY ARRANGE TEACHINGS AND [SEXLESS] INSTRUCTIONS AND SWEET SPEAKING AND SINGING AND ALL KINDS OF GLORIOUS PRAISE. THEY HOLD IN SUBJECTION ALL LIVING THINGS, BOTH IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH. IN THE MIDST OF THEM ARE SEVEN PHOENIXES, AND SEVEN CHERUBIM, AND SEVEN SIX-WINGED CREATURES [LIVING CREATURES], SINGING WITH ONE VOICE. WHEN ENOCH REACHED THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, AND SAW ALL THE FIERY HOSTS OF GREAT ARCHANGELS AND INCORPOREAL POWERS AND LORDSHIPS AND PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS, HE WAS AFRAID AND TREMBLED WITH A GREAT TERROR. THOSE LEADING HIM TOOK HOLD OF HIM, AND BROUGHT HIM INTO THE MIDST OF THEM, AND SAID TO HIM, "BE OF GOOD CHEER, ENOCH, BE NOT AFRAID," AND THEY SHOWED HIM THE LORD FROM AFAR, SITTING ON HIS LOFTY THRONE, WHILE ALL THE HEAVENLY HOSTS, DIVIDED IN TEN CLASSES, HAVING APPROACHED, STOOD ON THE TEN STEPS ACCORDING TO THEIR RANK, AND MADE [SEXLESS] OBEISANCE TO THE LORD. AND SO, THEY PROCEEDED TO THEIR PLACES IN JOY AND MIRTH AND BOUNDLESS LIGHT, SINGING SONGS WITH LOW AND GENTLE VOICES, AND GLORIOUSLY SERVING HIM. THEY LEAVE NOT NOR DEPART DAY OR NIGHT, STANDING BEFORE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF THE LORD, WORKING HIS WILL, CHERUBIM AND SERAPHIM, STANDING AROUND HIS THRONE. AND THE SIX-WINGED CREATURES OVERSHADOW ALL HIS THRONE, SINGING WITH A SOFT VOICE BEFORE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF THE LORD, "HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, IS THE LORD OF HOSTS, HEAVEN AND EARTH ARE FULL OF HIS GLORY." WHEN HE HAD SEEN ALL THESE, THE ANGELS LEADING HIM SAID TO HIM, "ENOCH, UP TO THIS TIME WE WERE ORDERED TO ACCOMPANY THEE." THEY DEPARTED, AND HE SAW THEM NO MORE. ENOCH REMAINED AT THE EXTREMITY OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, IN GREAT TERROR, SAYING TO HIMSELF, "WOE IS ME! WHAT HAS COME UPON ME!" BUT THEN GABRIEL CAME AND SAID UNTO HIM, "ENOCH, BE NOT AFRAID, STAND UP AND COME WITH ME, AND STAND UP BEFORE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF THE LORD FOREVER." AND ENOCH ANSWERED: "O MY LORD, MY SPIRIT HAS DEPARTED FROM ME WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING. CALL THE MEN TO ME WHO HAVE BROUGHT ME TO THE PLACE! UPON THEM I HAVE RELIED, AND WITH THEM I WOULD GO BEFORE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF THE LORD." AND GABRIEL HURRIED HIM AWAY LIKE A LEAF CARRIED OFF BY THE WIND, AND SET HIM BEFORE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF THE LORD. ENOCH FELL DOWN AND [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED THE LORD, WHO SAID TO HIM: "ENOCH, BE NOT AFRAID! RISE UP AND STAND BEFORE MY [TERRIBLE] FACE FOREVER." AND MICHAEL LIFTED HIM UP, AND AT THE [SEXLESS] COMMAND OF THE LORD TOOK HIS EARTHLY ROBE FROM HIM, AND ANOINTED HIM WITH THE HOLY OIL, AND CLOTHED HIM, AND WHEN HE GAZED UPON HIMSELF, HE LOOKED LIKE ONE OF GOD'S GLORIOUS ONES, AND FEAR AND TREMBLING DEPARTED FROM HIM. GOD CALLED THEN ONE OF HIS ARCHANGELS WHO WAS MORE-WISE THAN ALL THE OTHERS, AND WROTE DOWN ALL THE [SEXLESS] DOINGS OF THE LORD, AND HE SAID TO HIM, "BRING FORTH THE BOOKS FROM MY STORE-PLACE, AND GIVE A REED TO ENOCH, AND INTERPRET THE BOOKS TO HIM." THE ANGEL DID AS HE WAS COMMANDED, AND HE [SEXLESSLY] INSTRUCTED ENOCH THIRTY DAYS AND THIRTY NIGHTS, AND HIS LIPS NEVER CEASED SPEAKING, WHILE ENOCH WAS WRITING DOWN ALL THE THINGS ABOUT HEAVEN AND EARTH, ANGELS AND MEN, AND ALL THAT IS SUITABLE TO BE INSTRUCTED IN. HE ALSO WROTE DOWN ALL ABOUT THE SOULS OF MEN, THOSE OF THEM WHICH ARE NOT BORN, AND THE PLACES PREPARED FOR THEM FOREVER. HE COPIED ALL ACCURATELY, AND HE WROTE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SIX BOOKS. AFTER HE HAD RECEIVED ALL THE INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE ARCHANGEL, GOD REVEALED UNTO HIM GREAT [TOP] SECRETS, WHICH EVEN THE ANGELS DO NOT KNOW. HE TOLD HIM HOW, OUT OF THE LOWEST DARKNESS, THE VISIBLE AND THE INVISIBLE WERE CREATED, HOW HE FORMED HEAVEN, LIGHT, WATER, AND EARTH, AND ALSO THE [SEXUAL] FALL OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND THE CREATION AND [SEXUAL] SIN OF ADAM HE NARRATED TO HIM, AND FURTHER REVEALED TO HIM THAT THE DURATION OF THE WORLD WILL BE SEVEN THOUSAND YEARS, AND THE EIGHTH MILLENNIUM WILL BE A TIME WHEN THERE IS NO COMPUTATION, NO END, NEITHER YEARS, NOR MONTHS, NOR WEEKS, NOR DAYS, NOR HOURS. THE LORD FINISHED THIS REVELATION TO ENOCH WITH THE WORDS: "AND NOW I GIVE THEE SAMUIL AND RAGUIL, WHO BROUGHT THEE TO ME. GO WITH THEM UPON THE EARTH, AND TELL THY SONS WHAT THINGS I HAVE SAID TO THEE, AND WHAT THOU HAST SEEN FROM THE LOWEST HEAVEN UP TO MY THRONE. GIVE THEM THE [SEXLESS] WORKS WRITTEN OUT BY THEE, AND THEY SHALL READ THEM, AND SHALL DISTRIBUTE THE BOOKS TO THEIR CHILDREN'S CHILDREN AND FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION AND FROM NATION TO NATION. AND I WILL GIVE THEE MY MESSENGER MICHAEL FOR THY WRITINGS AND FOR THE WRITINGS OF THY FATHERS, ADAM, SETH, ENOSH, KENAN, MAHALALEL, AND JARED THY FATHER. AND I SHALL NOT REQUIRE THEM TILL THE LAST AGE, FOR I HAVE [SEXLESSLY] INSTRUCTED MY TWO ANGELS, ARIUK AND MARIUK, WHOM I HAVE PUT UPON THE EARTH AS THEIR GUARDIANS, AND I HAVE ORDERED THEM IN TIME TO GUARD THEM, THAT THE ACCOUNT OF WHAT I SHALL DO IN THY FAMILY MAY NOT BE LOST IN THE DELUGE TO COME. FOR ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS AND [SEXUAL] INIQUITY OF MEN, I WILL BRING A DELUGE UPON THE EARTH, AND I WILL DESTROY ALL, BUT I WILL LEAVE A RIGHTEOUS MAN OF THY RACE WITH ALL HIS HOUSE, WHO SHALL ACT ACCORDING TO MY WILL. FROM THEIR SEED WILL BE RAISED UP A NUMEROUS GENERATION, AND ON THE EXTINCTION OF THAT FAMILY, I WILL SHOW THEM THE BOOKS OF THY WRITINGS AND OF THY FATHER, AND THE GUARDIANS OF THEM ON EARTH WILL SHOW THEM TO THE MEN WHO ARE TRUE AND [SEXLESSLY] PLEASE ME. AND THEY SHALL TELL TO ANOTHER GENERATION, AND THEY, HAVING READ THEM, SHALL BE GLORIFIED AT LAST MORE THAN BEFORE." ENOCH WAS THEN SENT TO EARTH TO REMAIN THERE FOR THIRTY DAYS TO INSTRUCT HIS SONS, BUT BEFORE HE LEFT HEAVEN, GOD SENT AN ANGEL TO HIM WHOSE APPEARANCE WAS LIKE SNOW, AND HIS HANDS WERE LIKE ICE. ENOCH LOOKED AT HIM, AND HIS FACE WAS CHILLED, THAT MEN MIGHT BE ABLE TO ENDURE THE SIGHT OF HIM. THE ANGELS WHO TOOK HIM TO HEAVEN PUT HIM UPON HIS BED, IN THE PLACE WHERE HIS SON METHUSELAH WAS EXPECTING HIM BY DAY AND BY NIGHT. ENOCH ASSEMBLED HIS SONS AND ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD, AND [SEXLESSLY] INSTRUCTED THEM FAITHFULLY ABOUT ALL THINGS HE HAD SEEN, HEARD, AND WRITTEN DOWN, AND HE GAVE HIS BOOKS TO HIS SONS, TO KEEP THEM AND READ THEM, ADMONISHING THEM NOT TO CONCEAL THE BOOKS, BUT TELL THEM TO ALL [SEXLESSLY] DESIRING TO KNOW. WHEN THE THIRTY DAYS HAD BEEN COMPLETED, THE LORD SENT DARKNESS UPON THE EARTH, AND THERE WAS GLOOM, AND IT HID THE MEN STANDING WITH ENOCH. AND THE ANGELS HASTED AND TOOK ENOCH, AND CARRIED HIM TO THE MOST] HIGHEST HEAVEN, WHERE THE LORD RECEIVED HIM AND SET HIM BEFORE HIS [TERRIBLE] FACE, AND THE DARKNESS DEPARTED FROM THE EARTH, AND THERE WAS LIGHT. AND THE PEOPLE SAW, AND DID NOT UNDERSTAND HOW ENOCH WAS TAKEN, AND THEY GLORIFIED GOD. ENOCH WAS BORN ON THE SIXTH DAY OF THE MONTH OF SIWAN, AND HE WAS TAKEN TO HEAVEN IN THE SAME MONTH, SIWAN, ON THE SAME DAY AND IN THE SAME HOUR WHEN HE WAS BORN. AND METHUSELAH HASTED AND ALL HIS BRETHREN, THE SONS OF ENOCH, AND BUILT AN ALTAR IN THE PLACE CALLED ACHUZAN, WHENCE ENOCH WAS TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN. THE ELDERS AND ALL THE PEOPLE CAME TO THE FESTIVITY AND BROUGHT THEIR GIFTS TO THE SONS OF ENOCH, AND MADE A GREAT FESTIVITY, REJOICING AND BEING MERRY FOR THREE DAYS, PRAISING GOD, WHO HAD GIVEN SUCH A SIGN BY MEANS OF ENOCH, WHO HAD FOUND FAVOR WITH THEM. 
THE [SEXLESS] TRANSLATION OF ENOCH
THE [SEXUAL] SINFULNESS OF MEN WAS THE REASON WHY ENOCH WAS TRANSLATED TO HEAVEN. THUS, ENOCH HIMSELF TOLD RABBI ISHMAEL. WHEN THE GENERATION OF THE DELUGE TRANSGRESSED, AND SPOKE TO GOD, SAYING, "DEPART FROM US, FOR WE DO NOT [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO KNOW THY WAYS," ENOCH WAS CARRIED TO HEAVEN, TO SERVE THERE AS A WITNESS THAT GOD WAS NOT A CRUEL GOD IN SPITE OF THE DESTRUCTION DECREED UPON ALL LIVING BEINGS ON EARTH. WHEN ENOCH, UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF THE ANGEL 'ANPIEL, WAS CARRIED FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN, THE HOLY BEINGS, THE OFANIM, THE SERAPHIM, THE CHERUBIM, ALL THOSE WHO MOVE THE THRONE OF GOD, AND THE MINISTERING SPIRITS WHOSE SUBSTANCE IS OF CONSUMING FIRE, THEY ALL, AT A DISTANCE OF SIX HUNDRED AND FIFTY MILLION AND THREE HUNDRED PARASANGS [2,276,050,000 BILLION MILES], NOTICED THE PRESENCE OF A HUMAN BEING, AND THEY EXCLAIMED: "WHENCE THE [SEXLESS] ODOR OF ONE BORN OF WOMAN? HOW COMES HE INTO THE [MOST] HIGHEST HEAVEN OF THE FIRE-CORUSCATING ANGELS?" BUT GOD REPLIED: "O MY SERVANTS AND HOSTS, YE, MY, CHERUBIM, OFANIM, AND SERAPHIM, LET THIS NOT BE AN [SEXLESS] OFFENSE UNTO YOU, FOR ALL THE CHILDREN OF MEN DENIED ME AND MY MIGHTY DOMINION, AND THEY PAID HOMAGE TO THE [SEXUAL] IDOLS, SO THAT I TRANSFERRED THE SHEKINAH FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN. BUT THIS MAN ENOCH IS THE ELECT OF MEN. HE HAS MORE FAITH, JUSTICE, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS THAN ALL THE REST, AND HE IS THE ONLY REWARD I HAVE DERIVED FROM THE TERRESTRIAL WORLD." BEFORE ENOCH COULD BE ADMITTED TO SERVICE NEAR THE DIVINE THRONE, THE GATES OF WISDOM WERE OPENED UNTO HIM, AND THE GATES OF UNDERSTANDING, AND OF DISCERNMENT, OF LIFE, PEACE, AND THE SHEKINAH, OF STRENGTH AND POWER, OF MIGHT, [SEXLESS] LOVELINESS, AND GRACE, OF HUMILITY AND FEAR OF [SEXUAL] SIN. EQUIPPED BY GOD WITH EXTRAORDINARY WISDOM, SAGACITY, JUDGMENT, KNOWLEDGE, LEARNING, COMPASSIONATENESS, [SEXLESS] LOVE, KINDNESS, GRACE, HUMILITY, STRENGTH, POWER, MIGHT, SPLENDOR, BEAUTY, SHAPELINESS, AND ALL OTHER [OUTSTANDING] EXCELLENT QUALITIES, BEYOND THE ENDOWMENT OF ANY OF THE CELESTIAL BEINGS, ENOCH RECEIVED, BESIDES, MANY THOUSAND BLESSINGS FROM GOD, AND HIS HEIGHT AND HIS BREADTH BECAME EQUAL TO THE HEIGHT AND THE BREADTH OF THE WORLD, AND THIRTY-SIX WINGS WERE ATTACHED TO HIS BODY, TO THE RIGHT AND TO THE LEFT, EACH AS LARGE AS THE WORLD, AND THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE THOUSAND EYES WERE BESTOWED UPON HIM, EACH BRILLIANT AS THE SUN. A MAGNIFICENT THRONE WAS ERECTED FOR HIM BESIDE THE GATES OF THE SEVENTH CELESTIAL PALACE, AND A HERALD PROCLAIMED THROUGHOUT THE HEAVENS CONCERNING HIM, WHO WAS HENCEFORTH TO BE CALLED METATRON [ENOCH] IN THE CELESTIAL REGIONS: "I HAVE APPOINTED MY SERVANT METATRON [ENOCH] AS PRINCE AND CHIEF OVER ALL THE PRINCES IN MY REALM, WITH THE EXCEPTION ONLY OF THE EIGHT AUGUST AND EXALTED PRINCES THAT BEAR MY NAME. WHATEVER ANGEL HAS A REQUEST TO PREFER TO ME, SHALL APPEAR BEFORE METATRON [ENOCH], AND WHAT HE WILL COMMAND AT MY BIDDING, YE MUST OBSERVE AND DO, FOR THE PRINCE OF WISDOM AND THE PRINCE OF UNDERSTANDING ARE AT HIS SERVICE, AND THEY WILL REVEAL UNTO HIM THE SCIENCES OF THE CELESTIALS AND THE TERRESTRIALS, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE PRESENT ORDER OF THE WORLD AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FUTURE ORDER OF THE WORLD. FURTHERMORE, I HAVE MADE HIM THE GUARDIAN OF THE TREASURES OF THE PALACES IN THE HEAVEN 'ARABOT, AND OF THE TREASURES OF LIFE THAT ARE IN THE MOST] HIGHEST HEAVEN." OUT OF THE [SEXLESS] LOVE HE BORE ENOCH, GOD ARRAYED HIM IN A MAGNIFICENT GARMENT, TO WHICH EVERY KIND OF LUMINARY IN EXISTENCE WAS ATTACHED, AND A CROWN GLEAMING WITH FORTY-NINE JEWELS, THE SPLENDOR OF WHICH PIERCED TO ALL PARTS OF THE SEVEN HEAVENS AND TO THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH. IN THE PRESENCE OF THE HEAVENLY FAMILY, HE SET THIS CROWN UPON THE HEAD OF ENOCH, AND CALLED HIM "THE LITTLE LORD [THE LESSER LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]." IT BEARS ALSO THE LETTERS BY MEANS OF WHICH HEAVEN AND EARTH WERE CREATED, AND SEAS AND RIVERS, MOUNTAINS AND VALLEYS, PLANETS AND CONSTELLATIONS, LIGHTNING AND THUNDER, SNOW AND HAIL, STORM AND WHIRLWIND, THESE AND ALSO ALL THINGS NEEDED IN THE WORLD, AND THE MYSTERIES OF CREATION. EVEN THE PRINCES OF THE HEAVENS, WHEN THEY SEE METATRON [ENOCH], TREMBLE BEFORE HIM, AND PROSTRATE THEMSELVES, HIS MAGNIFICENCE AND MAJESTY, THE SPLENDOR AND BEAUTY RADIATING FROM HIM OVERWHELM THEM, EVEN THE [SEXUAL] WICKED SAMAEL, THE GREATEST OF THEM, EVEN GABRIEL THE ANGEL OF THE FIRE, BARDIEL THE ANGEL OF THE HAIL, RUHIEL THE ANGEL OF THE WIND, BARKIEL THE ANGEL OF THE LIGHTNING, ZA'MIEL THE ANGEL OF THE HURRICANE, ZAKKIEL THE ANGEL OF THE STORM, SUI'EL THE ANGEL OF THE EARTHQUAKE, ZA'FIEL THE ANGEL OF THE SHOWERS, RA'MIEL THE ANGEL OF THE THUNDER, RA'SHIEL THE ANGEL OF THE WHIRLWIND, SHALGIEL THE ANGEL OF THE SNOW, MATRIEL THE ANGEL OF THE RAIN, SHAMSHIEL THE ANGEL OF THE DAY, LELIEL THE ANGEL OF THE NIGHT, GALGLIEL THE ANGEL OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM, OFANIEL THE ANGEL OF THE WHEEL OF THE MOON, KOKABIEL THE ANGEL OF THE STARS, AND RAHTIEL THE ANGEL OF THE CONSTELLATIONS. WHEN ENOCH WAS TRANSFORMED INTO METATRON [ENOCH], HIS BODY WAS TURNED INTO CELESTIAL FIRE, HIS FLESH BECAME FLAME, HIS VEINS FIRE, HIS BONES GLIMMERING COALS, THE LIGHT OF HIS EYES, HEAVENLY BRIGHTNESS, HIS EYEBALLS TORCHES OF FIRE, HIS HAIR A FLARING BLAZE, ALL HIS LIMBS AND ORGANS BURNING SPARKS, AND HIS FRAME A CONSUMING FIRE. TO RIGHT OF HIM SPARKLED FLAMES OF FIRE, TO LEFT OF HIM BURNT TORCHES OF FIRE, AND ON ALL SIDES, HE WAS ENGIRDLED BY STORM AND WHIRLWIND, HURRICANE AND THUNDERING.
METHUSELAH
AFTER THE TRANSLATION OF ENOCH, METHUSELAH WAS PROCLAIMED RULER OF THE EARTH BY ALL THE KINGS. HE WALKED IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF HIS FATHER, TEACHING TRUTH, KNOWLEDGE, AND FEAR OF GOD TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN ALL HIS LIFE, AND DEVIATING FROM THE PATH OF RECTITUDE NEITHER TO THE RIGHT NOR THE LEFT. HE DELIVERED THE WORLD FROM THOUSANDS OF DEMONS, THE POSTERITY OF ADAM WHICH HE HAD BEGOTTEN WITH LILITH, THAT SHE-DEVIL OF SHE-DEVILS. THESE DEMONS AND EVIL SPIRITS, AS OFTEN AS THEY ENCOUNTERED A MAN, HAD SOUGHT TO INJURE AND EVEN SLAY HIM, UNTIL METHUSELAH APPEARED, AND SUPPLICATED THE MERCY OF GOD. HE SPENT THREE DAYS IN FASTING, AND THEN GOD GAVE HIM [SEXLESS] PERMISSION TO WRITE THE INEFFABLE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] UPON HIS SWORD, WHEREWITH HE SLEW NINETY-FOUR MYRIADS OF THE DEMONS IN A MINUTE, UNTIL AGRIMUS, THE FIRST-BORN OF THEM, CAME TO HIM AND ENTREATED HIM TO DESIST, AT THE SAME TIME HANDING THE NAMES OF THE DEMONS AND IMPS OVER TO HIM. AND SO, METHUSELAH PLACED THEIR KINGS IN IRON FETTERS, WHILE THE REMAINDER FLED AWAY AND HID THEMSELVES IN THE INNERMOST CHAMBERS AND RECESSES OF THE OCEAN. AND IT IS ON ACCOUNT OF THE WONDERFUL SWORD BY MEANS OF WHICH THE DEMONS WERE KILLED THAT HE WAS CALLED METHUSELAH. HE WAS SO PIOUS A MAN THAT HE COMPOSED TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY PARABLES IN PRAISE OF GOD FOR EVERY WORD HE UTTERED. WHEN HE DIED, THE PEOPLE HEARD A GREAT COMMOTION IN THE HEAVENS, AND THEY SAW NINE HUNDRED ROWS OF MOURNERS CORRESPONDING TO THE NINE HUNDRED ORDERS OF THE MISHNAH WHICH HE HAD STUDIED, AND TEARS FLOWED FROM THE EYES OF THE HOLY BEINGS DOWN UPON THE SPOT WHERE HE DIED. SEEING THE GRIEF OF THE CELESTIALS, THE PEOPLE ON EARTH ALSO MOURNED OVER THE DEMISE OF METHUSELAH, AND GOD REWARDED THEM THEREFORE. HE ADDED SEVEN DAYS TO THE TIME OF GRACE WHICH HE HAD ORDAINED BEFORE BRINGING DESTRUCTION UPON THE EARTH BY A FLOOD OF WATERS.
NOAH---THE BIRTH OF NOAH
METHUSELAH TOOK A WIFE FOR HIS SON LAMECH, AND SHE BORE HIM A MAN CHILD. THE BODY OF THE BABE WAS WHITE AS SNOW AND RED AS A BLOOMING ROSE, AND THE HAIR OF HIS HEAD AND HIS LONG LOCKS WERE WHITE AS WOOL, AND HIS EYES LIKE THE RAYS OF THE SUN. WHEN HE OPENED HIS EYES, HE LIGHTED UP THE WHOLE HOUSE, LIKE THE SUN, AND THE WHOLE HOUSE WAS VERY FULL OF LIGHT [ACTS 2:1-4]. AND WHEN HE WAS TAKEN FROM THE HAND OF THE MIDWIFE, HE OPENED HIS MOUTH AND PRAISED THE LORD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. HIS FATHER LAMECH WAS AFRAID OF HIM, AND FLED, AND CAME TO HIS OWN FATHER METHUSELAH. AND HE SAID TO HIM: "I HAVE BEGOTTEN A STRANGE SON, HE IS NOT LIKE A HUMAN BEING, BUT RESEMBLES THE CHILDREN OF THE ANGELS OF HEAVEN, AND HIS [SEXLESS] NATURE IS DIFFERENT, AND HE IS NOT LIKE US, AND HIS EYES ARE AS THE RAYS OF THE SUN, AND HIS COUNTENANCE IS GLORIOUS. AND IT SEEMS TO ME THAT HE IS NOT SPRUNG FROM ME, BUT FROM THE ANGELS, AND I FEAR THAT IN HIS DAYS A WONDER MAY BE WROUGHT ON THE EARTH. AND NOW, MY FATHER, I AM HERE TO PETITION THEE AND IMPLORE THEE, THAT THOU MAYEST GO TO ENOCH, OUR FATHER, AND LEARN FROM HIM THE TRUTH, FOR HIS DWELLING PLACE IS AMONG THE ANGELS." AND WHEN METHUSELAH HEARD THE WORDS OF HIS SON, HE WENT TO ENOCH, TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, AND HE CRIED ALOUD, AND ENOCH HEARD HIS VOICE, AND APPEARED BEFORE HIM, AND ASKED HIM THE REASON OF HIS [SEXLESS] COMING. METHUSELAH TOLD HIM THE CAUSE OF HIS ANXIETY, AND REQUESTED HIM TO MAKE THE TRUTH KNOWN TO HIM. ENOCH ANSWERED, AND SAID: "THE LORD WILL DO A NEW THING IN THE EARTH. THERE WILL COME A GREAT DESTRUCTION ON THE EARTH, AND A DELUGE FOR ONE YEAR. THIS SON WHO IS BORN UNTO THEE WILL BE LEFT ON THE EARTH, AND HIS THREE CHILDREN WILL BE SAVED WITH HIM, WHEN ALL MANKIND THAT ARE ON THE EARTH SHALL DIE. AND THERE WILL BE A GREAT PUNISHMENT ON THE EARTH, AND THE EARTH WILL BE [SEXLESSLY] CLEANSED FROM ALL [SEXUAL] IMPURITY. AND NOW MAKE KNOWN TO THY SON LAMECH THAT HE WHO WAS BORN IS IN TRUTH HIS SON, AND CALL HIS NAME NOAH, FOR HE WILL BE LEFT TO YOU, AND HE AND HIS CHILDREN WILL BE SAVED FROM THE DESTRUCTION WHICH WILL COME UPON THE EARTH." WHEN METHUSELAH HAD HEARD THE WORDS OF HIS FATHER, WHO SHOWED HIM ALL THE [TOP] SECRET THINGS, HE RETURNED HOME, AND HE CALLED THE CHILD NOAH, FOR HE WOULD CAUSE THE EARTH TO REJOICE IN COMPENSATION FOR ALL DESTRUCTION. BY THE NAME NOAH HE WAS CALLED ONLY BY HIS GRANDFATHER METHUSELAH, HIS FATHER AND ALL OTHERS CALLED HIM MENAHEM. HIS GENERATION WAS [SEXUALLY] ADDICTED TO SORCERY [BLACK MAGIC], AND METHUSELAH APPREHENDED THAT HIS GRANDSON MIGHT BE [SEXUALLY] BEWITCHED IF HIS TRUE NAME WERE KNOWN, WHEREFORE HE KEPT IT A [TOP] SECRET. MENAHEM, COMFORTER, SUITED HIM AS WELL AS NOAH, IT INDICATED THAT HE WOULD BE A CONSOLER, IF BUT THE [SEXUAL] EVIL-DOERS OF HIS TIME WOULD REPENT OF THEIR MISDEEDS. AT HIS VERY BIRTH IT WAS FELT THAT HE WOULD BRING CONSOLATION AND DELIVERANCE. WHEN THE LORD SAID TO ADAM, "[SEXUALLY] CURSED IS THE GROUND FOR THY SAKE," HE ASKED, "FOR HOW LONG A TIME?" AND THE ANSWER MADE BY GOD WAS, "UNTIL A MAN CHILD SHALL BE BORN WHOSE CONFORMATION IS SUCH THAT THE RITE OF CIRCUMCISION NEED NOT BE PRACTICED UPON HIM." THIS WAS FULFILLED IN NOAH, HE WAS CIRCUMCISED FROM HIS MOTHER'S WOMB. NOAH HAD SCARCELY COME INTO THE WORLD WHEN A MARKED CHANGE WAS NOTICEABLE. SINCE THE [SEXUAL] CURSE BROUGHT UPON THE EARTH BY THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF ADAM, IT HAPPENED THAT WHEAT BEING SOWN, YET OATS WOULD SPROUT AND GROW. THIS CEASED WITH THE APPEARANCE OF NOAH: THE EARTH BORE THE PRODUCTS PLANTED IN IT. AND IT WAS NOAH WHO, WHEN HE WAS GROWN TO MANHOOD, INVENTED THE PLOUGH, THE SCYTHE, THE HOE, AND OTHER IMPLEMENTS FOR CULTIVATING THE GROUND. BEFORE HIM MEN HAD WORKED THE LAND WITH THEIR BARE HANDS. THERE WAS ANOTHER TOKEN TO INDICATE THAT THE CHILD BORN UNTO LAMECH WAS APPOINTED FOR AN EXTRAORDINARY DESTINY. WHEN GOD CREATED ADAM, HE GAVE HIM DOMINION OVER ALL THINGS: THE COW OBEYED THE PLOUGHMAN, AND THE FURROW WAS WILLING TO BE DRAWN. BUT AFTER THE [SEXUAL] FALL OF ADAM ALL THINGS [SEXUALLY] REBELLED AGAINST HIM: THE COW REFUSED OBEDIENCE TO THE PLOUGHMAN, AND ALSO THE FURROW WAS REFRACTORY. NOAH WAS BORN, AND ALL RETURNED TO ITS STATE PRECEDING THE [SEXUAL] FALL OF MAN. BEFORE THE BIRTH OF NOAH, THE SEA WAS IN THE HABIT OF TRANSGRESSING ITS BOUNDS TWICE DAILY, MORNING AND EVENING, AND FLOODING THE LAND UP TO THE GRAVES. AFTER HIS BIRTH IT KEPT WITHIN ITS CONFINES. AND THE FAMINE THAT AFFLICTED THE WORLD IN THE TIME OF LAMECH, THE SECOND OF THE TEN GREAT FAMINES APPOINTED TO COME UPON IT, CEASED ITS RAVAGES WITH THE BIRTH OF NOAH. 
THE PUNISHMENT OF THE FALLEN ANGELS
GROWN TO MANHOOD, NOAH FOLLOWED IN THE WAYS OF HIS GRANDFATHER METHUSELAH, WHILE ALL OTHER MEN OF THE TIME ROSE UP AGAINST THIS PIOUS KING. SO FAR FROM OBSERVING HIS PRECEPTS, THEY PURSUED THE EVIL [SEXUAL] INCLINATION OF THEIR HEARTS, AND PERPETRATED ALL SORTS OF ABOMINABLE [SEXUAL] DEEDS. CHIEFLY THE FALLEN ANGELS AND THEIR GIANT POSTERITY CAUSED THE DEPRAVITY OF MANKIND. THE BLOOD SPILLED BY THE GIANTS CRIED UNTO HEAVEN FROM THE GROUND, AND THE FOUR ARCHANGELS ACCUSED THE FALLEN ANGELS AND THEIR SONS BEFORE GOD, WHEREUPON HE GAVE THE FOLLOWING ORDERS TO THEM: URIEL WAS SENT TO NOAH TO ANNOUNCE TO HIM THAT THE EARTH WOULD BE DESTROYED BY A FLOOD, AND TO TEACH HIM HOW TO SAVE HIS OWN LIFE. RAPHAEL WAS TOLD TO PUT THE FALLEN ANGEL AZAZEL INTO CHAINS, CAST HIM INTO A PIT OF SHARP AND POINTED STONES IN THE DESERT DUDAEL, AND COVER HIM WITH DARKNESS, AND SO WAS HE TO REMAIN UNTIL THE GREAT DAY OF JUDGMENT, WHEN HE WOULD BE THROWN INTO THE FIERY PIT OF HELL, AND THE EARTH WOULD BE HEALED OF THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION HE HAD CONTRIVED UPON IT. GABRIEL WAS CHARGED TO PROCEED AGAINST THE BASTARDS AND THE REPROBATES, THE SONS OF THE ANGELS BEGOTTEN WITH THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN, AND PLUNGE THEM INTO DEADLY CONFLICTS WITH ONE ANOTHER. SHEMHAZAI'S ILK WERE HANDED OVER TO MICHAEL, WHO FIRST CAUSED THEM TO WITNESS THE DEATH OF THEIR CHILDREN IN THEIR BLOODY COMBAT WITH EACH OTHER, AND THEN HE BOUND THEM AND PINNED THEM UNDER THE HILLS OF THE EARTH, WHERE THEY WILL REMAIN FOR SEVENTY GENERATIONS, UNTIL THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, TO BE CARRIED THENCE TO THE FIERY PIT OF HELL. THE FALL OF AZAZEL AND SHEMHAZAI CAME ABOUT IN THIS WAY. WHEN THE GENERATION OF THE DELUGE BEGAN TO PRACTICE [SEXUAL] IDOLATRY, GOD WAS DEEPLY GRIEVED. THE TWO ANGELS SHEMHAZAI AND AZAZEL AROSE, AND SAID: "O LORD OF THE WORLD! IT HAS HAPPENED, THAT WHICH WE FORETOLD AT THE CREATION OF THE WORLD AND OF MAN, SAYING, 'WHAT IS MAN, THAT THOU ART MINDFUL OF HIM?' " AND GOD SAID, "AND WHAT WILL BECOME OF THE WORLD NOW WITHOUT MAN?" WHEREUPON THE ANGELS: "WE WILL OCCUPY OURSELVES WITH IT." THEN SAID GOD: "I AM WELL AWARE OF IT, AND I KNOW THAT IF YOU INHABIT THE EARTH, THE EVIL [SEXUAL] INCLINATION WILL OVERPOWER YOU, AND YOU WILL BE MORE INIQUITOUS THAN EVER MEN." THE ANGELS PLEADED, "GRANT US BUT PERMISSION TO DWELL AMONG MEN, AND THOU SHALT SEE HOW WE WILL [SEXLESSLY] SANCTIFY THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]." GOD YIELDED TO THEIR WISH, SAYING, "DESCEND AND SOJOURN AMONG MEN!" WHEN THE ANGELS CAME TO EARTH, AND BEHELD THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN IN ALL THEIR GRACE AND BEAUTY, THEY COULD NOT RESTRAIN THEIR [SEXUAL] PASSION. SHEMHAZAI SAW A MAIDEN NAMED ISTEHAR, AND HE LOST HIS HEART TO HER. SHE PROMISED TO SURRENDER HERSELF TO HIM, IF FIRST HE TAUGHT HER THE INEFFABLE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], BY MEANS OF WHICH HE RAISED HIMSELF TO HEAVEN. HE ASSENTED TO HER CONDITION. BUT ONCE SHE KNEW IT, SHE PRONOUNCED THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND HERSELF ASCENDED TO HEAVEN, WITHOUT FULFILLING HER PROMISE TO THE ANGEL. GOD SAID, "BECAUSE SHE KEPT HERSELF ALOOF FROM [SEXUAL] SIN, WE WILL PLACE HER AMONG THE SEVEN STARS, THAT MEN MAY NEVER FORGET HER," AND SHE WAS PUT IN THE CONSTELLATION OF THE PLEIADES. SHEMHAZAI AND AZAZEL, HOWEVER, WERE NOT DETERRED FROM ENTERING INTO ALLIANCES WITH THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN, AND TO THE FIRST TWO SONS WERE BORN. AZAZEL BEGAN TO DEVISE THE FINERY AND THE ORNAMENTS BY MEANS OF WHICH WOMEN [SEXUALLY] ALLURE MEN. THEREUPON GOD SENT METATRON [ENOCH] TO TELL SHEMHAZAI THAT HE HAD RESOLVED TO DESTROY THE WORLD AND BRING ON A DELUGE. THE FALLEN ANGEL BEGAN TO WEEP AND GRIEVE OVER THE FATE OF THE WORLD AND THE FATE OF HIS TWO SONS. IF THE WORLD WENT UNDER, WHAT WOULD THEY HAVE TO EAT, THEY WHO NEEDED DAILY A THOUSAND CAMELS, A THOUSAND HORSES, AND A THOUSAND STEERS? THESE TWO SONS OF SHEMHAZAI, HIWWA AND HIYYA BY NAME, DREAMED DREAMS. THE ONE SAW A GREAT STONE WHICH COVERED THE EARTH, AND THE EARTH WAS MARKED ALL OVER WITH LINES UPON LINES OF WRITING. AN ANGEL CAME, AND WITH A KNIFE OBLITERATED ALL THE LINES, LEAVING BUT FOUR LETTERS UPON THE STONE. THE OTHER SON SAW A LARGE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE GROVE PLANTED WITH ALL SORTS OF TREES. BUT ANGELS APPROACHED BEARING AXES, AND THEY FELLED THE TREES, SPARING A SINGLE ONE WITH THREE OF ITS BRANCHES. WHEN HIWWA AND HIYYA AWOKE, THEY REPAIRED TO THEIR FATHER, WHO INTERPRETED THE DREAMS FOR THEM, SAYING, "GOD WILL BRING A DELUGE, AND NONE WILL ESCAPE WITH HIS LIFE, EXCEPTING ONLY NOAH AND HIS SONS." WHEN THEY HEARD THIS, THE TWO BEGAN TO CRY AND SCREAM, BUT THEIR FATHER CONSOLED THEM: "SOFT, SOFT! DO NOT GRIEVE. AS OFTEN AS MEN CUT OR HAUL STONES, OR LAUNCH VESSELS, THEY SHALL INVOKE YOUR NAMES, HIWWA! HIYYA!" THIS PROPHECY SOOTHED THEM. SHEMHAZAI THEN DID PENANCE. HE SUSPENDED HIMSELF BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND IN THIS POSITION OF A PENITENT [SEXUAL] SINNER HE HANGS TO THIS DAY. BUT AZAZEL PERSISTED OBDURATELY IN HIS [SEXUAL] SIN OF LEADING MANKIND ASTRAY BY MEANS OF SENSUAL [SEXUAL] ALLUREMENTS. FOR THIS REASON, TWO HE-GOATS WERE SACRIFICED IN THE TEMPLE ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT, THE ONE FOR GOD, THAT HE PARDON THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF ISRAEL, THE OTHER FOR AZAZEL, THAT HE, BEAR THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF ISRAEL. UNLIKE ISTEHAR, THE PIOUS MAIDEN, NAAMAH, THE [SEXLESS] LOVELY SISTER OF TUBAL-CAIN, LED THE ANGELS ASTRAY WITH HER BEAUTY, AND FROM HER [SEXUAL] UNION WITH SHAMDON SPRANG THE DEVIL ASMODEUS. SHE WAS AS SHAMELESS AS ALL THE OTHER DESCENDANTS OF CAIN, AND AS PRONE TO BESTIAL [SEXUAL] INDULGENCES [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. CAINITE WOMEN AND CAINITE MEN ALIKE WERE IN THE HABIT OF WALKING ABROAD NAKED, AND THEY GAVE THEMSELVES UP TO EVERY CONCEIVABLE MANNER OF LEWD [SEXUAL] PRACTICES. OF SUCH WERE THE WOMEN WHOSE BEAUTY AND SENSUAL [SEXUAL] CHARMS SEXUALLY] TEMPTED THE ANGELS FROM THE PATH OF VIRTUE. THE ANGELS, ON THE OTHER HAND, NO SOONER HAD THEY [SEXUALLY] REBELLED AGAINST GOD AND DESCENDED TO EARTH THAN THEY LOST THEIR TRANSCENDENTAL QUALITIES, AND WERE INVESTED WITH SUBLUNARY [TERRESTRIAL] BODIES [THEY GREW DICKS], SO THAT A [SEXUAL] UNION WITH THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN BECAME POSSIBLE. THE [SEXUAL] OFFSPRING OF THESE ALLIANCES BETWEEN THE ANGELS AND THE CAINITE WOMEN WERE THE GIANTS, KNOWN FOR THEIR STRENGTH AND THEIR [SEXUAL] SINFULNESS, AS THEIR VERY NAME, THE EMIM, INDICATES, THEY INSPIRED FEAR. THEY HAVE MANY OTHER NAMES. SOMETIMES THEY GO BY THE NAME REPHAIM, BECAUSE ONE GLANCE AT THEM MADE ONE'S HEART GROW WEAK, OR BY THE NAME GIBBORIM, SIMPLY GIANTS, BECAUSE THEIR SIZE WAS SO ENORMOUS THAT THEIR THIGH MEASURED EIGHTEEN ELLS [63 MILES], OR BY THE NAME ZAMZUMMIM, BECAUSE THEY WERE GREAT MASTERS IN WAR, OR BY THE NAME ANAKIM, BECAUSE THEY TOUCHED THE SUN WITH THEIR NECK, OR BY THE NAME IVVIM, BECAUSE, LIKE THE SNAKE, THEY COULD JUDGE OF THE QUALITIES OF THE SOIL, OR FINALLY, BY THE NAME NEPHILIM, BECAUSE, BRINGING THE WORLD TO ITS FALL, THEY THEMSELVES FELL.
THE GENERATION OF THE DELUGE
WHILE THE DESCENDANTS OF CAIN RESEMBLED THEIR FATHER IN HIS [SEXUAL] SINFULNESS AND DEPRAVITY, THE DESCENDANTS OF SETH LED A [SEXLESS] PIOUS, WELL-REGULATED LIFE, AND THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CONDUCT OF THE TWO STOCKS WAS REFLECTED IN THEIR HABITATIONS. THE FAMILY OF SETH WAS SETTLED UPON THE MOUNTAINS IN THE VICINITY OF PARADISE, WHILE THE FAMILY OF CAIN RESIDED IN THE FIELD OF DAMASCUS, THE SPOT WHEREON ABEL WAS SLAIN BY CAIN. UNFORTUNATELY, AT THE TIME OF METHUSELAH, FOLLOWING THE DEATH OF ADAM, THE FAMILY OF SETH BECAME [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED AFTER THE MANNER OF THE CAINITES. THE TWO STRAINS UNITED WITH EACH OTHER TO EXECUTE ALL KINDS OF INIQUITOUS [SEXUAL] DEEDS. THE RESULT OF THE MARRIAGES BETWEEN THEM WERE THE NEPHILIM, WHOSE [SEXUAL] SINS BROUGHT THE DELUGE UPON THE WORLD. IN THEIR [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE THEY CLAIMED THE SAME PEDIGREE AS THE POSTERITY OF SETH, AND THEY COMPARED THEMSELVES WITH PRINCES AND MEN OF NOBLE DESCENT. THE WANTONNESS OF THIS GENERATION WAS IN A MEASURE DUE TO THE IDEAL CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH MANKIND LIVED BEFORE THE FLOOD. THEY KNEW NEITHER TOIL NOR CARE, AND AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR EXTRAORDINARY PROSPERITY THEY GREW INSOLENT. IN THEIR [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE THEY ROSE UP AGAINST GOD. A SINGLE SOWING BORE A HARVEST SUFFICIENT FOR THE NEEDS OF FORTY YEARS, AND BY MEANS OF [FORBIDDEN] MAGIC ARTS THEY COULD COMPEL THE VERY SUN AND MOON TO STAND READY TO DO THEIR SERVICE. THE RAISING OF CHILDREN GAVE THEM NO TROUBLE. THEY WERE BORN AFTER A FEW DAYS' PREGNANCY, AND IMMEDIATELY AFTER BIRTH THEY COULD WALK AND TALK, THEY THEMSELVES AIDED THE MOTHER IN SEVERING THE NAVEL STRING. NOT EVEN DEMONS COULD DO THEM HARM. ONCE A NEW-BORN BABE, RUNNING TO FETCH A LIGHT WHEREBY HIS MOTHER MIGHT CUT THE NAVEL STRING, MET THE CHIEF OF THE DEMONS, AND A COMBAT ENSUED BETWEEN THE TWO. SUDDENLY THE CROWING OF A COCK WAS HEARD, AND THE DEMON MADE OFF, CRYING OUT TO THE CHILD, "GO AND REPORT UNTO THY MOTHER, IF IT HAD NOT BEEN FOR THE CROWING OF THE COCK, I HAD KILLED THEE!" WHEREUPON THE CHILD RETORTED, "GO AND REPORT UNTO THY MOTHER, IF IT HAD NOT BEEN FOR MY UNCUT NAVEL STRING, I HAD KILLED THEE!" IT WAS THEIR CARE-FREE LIFE THAT GAVE THEM SPACE AND LEISURE FOR THEIR INFAMIES. FOR A TIME, GOD, IN HIS LONG-SUFFERING KINDNESS, PASSED BY THE [SEXUAL] INIQUITIES OF MEN, BUT HIS FORBEARANCE CEASED WHEN ONCE THEY BEGAN TO LEAD UNCHASTE LIVES, FOR "GOD IS PATIENT WITH ALL [SEXUAL] SINS SAVE ONLY AN IMMORAL LIFE." THE OTHER [SEXUAL] SIN THAT HASTENED THE END OF THE INIQUITOUS [SEXUAL] GENERATION WAS THEIR RAPACITY. SO CUNNINGLY WERE THEIR DEPREDATIONS PLANNED THAT THE [SEXLESS] LAW COULD NOT TOUCH THEM. IF A COUNTRYMAN BROUGHT A BASKET OF VEGETABLES TO MARKET, THEY WOULD EDGE UP TO IT, ONE AFTER THE OTHER, AND ABSTRACT A BIT, EACH IN ITSELF OF PETTY VALUE, BUT IN A LITTLE WHILE THE DEALER WOULD HAVE NONE LEFT TO SELL. EVEN AFTER GOD HAD RESOLVED UPON THE DESTRUCTION OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS, HE STILL PERMITTED HIS MERCY TO PREVAIL, IN THAT HE SENT NOAH UNTO THEM, WHO EXHORTED THEM FOR ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS TO AMEND THEIR [SEXUAL] WAYS, ALWAYS HOLDING THE FLOOD OVER THEM AS A [SEXLESS] THREAT. AS FOR THEM, THEY BUT DERIDED HIM. WHEN THEY SAW HIM OCCUPYING HIMSELF WITH THE BUILDING OF THE ARK, THEY ASKED, "WHEREFORE THIS ARK?" NOAH: "GOD WILL BRING A FLOOD UPON YOU." THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS: "WHAT SORT OF FLOOD? IF HE SENDS A FIRE FLOOD, AGAINST THAT WE KNOW HOW TO PROTECT OURSELVES. IF IT IS A FLOOD OF WATERS, THEN, IF THE WATERS BUBBLE UP FROM THE EARTH, WE WILL COVER THEM WITH IRON RODS, AND IF THEY DESCEND FROM ABOVE, WE KNOW A REMEDY AGAINST THAT, TOO." NOAH: "THE WATERS WILL OOZE OUT FROM UNDER YOUR FEET, AND YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO WARD THEM OFF." PARTLY THEY PERSISTED IN THEIR OBDURACY OF HEART BECAUSE NOAH HAD MADE KNOWN TO THEM THAT THE FLOOD WOULD NOT DESCEND SO LONG AS THE PIOUS METHUSELAH SOJOURNED AMONG THEM. THE PERIOD OF ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS WHICH GOD HAD APPOINTED AS THE TERM OF THEIR PROBATION HAVING EXPIRED, METHUSELAH DIED, BUT OUT OF REGARD FOR THE MEMORY OF THIS PIOUS MAN GOD GAVE THEM ANOTHER WEEK'S RESPITE, THE WEEK OF MOURNING FOR HIM. DURING THIS TIME OF GRACE, THE [SEXLESS] LAWS OF NATURE WERE SUSPENDED, THE SUN ROSE IN THE WEST AND SET IN THE EAST. TO THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS, GOD GAVE THE DAINTIES THAT AWAIT MAN IN THE FUTURE WORLD, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SHOWING THEM WHAT THEY WERE [SEXUALLY] FORFEITING. BUT ALL THIS PROVED UNAVAILING, AND, METHUSELAH AND THE OTHER PIOUS MEN OF THE GENERATION HAVING DEPARTED THIS LIFE, GOD BROUGHT THE DELUGE UPON THE EARTH.
THE HOLY BOOK
GREAT WISDOM WAS NEEDED FOR BUILDING THE ARK, WHICH WAS TO HAVE SPACE FOR ALL BEINGS ON EARTH, EVEN THE SPIRITS. ONLY THE FISHES DID NOT HAVE TO BE PROVIDED FOR. NOAH ACQUIRED THE NECESSARY WISDOM FROM THE BOOK GIVEN TO ADAM BY THE ANGEL RAZIEL, IN WHICH ALL CELESTIAL AND ALL EARTHLY KNOWLEDGE IS RECORDED. WHILE THE FIRST HUMAN PAIR WERE STILL IN PARADISE, IT ONCE HAPPENED THAT SAMAEL, ACCOMPANIED BY A LAD, APPROACHED EVE AND REQUESTED HER TO KEEP A WATCHFUL EYE UPON HIS LITTLE SON UNTIL HE SHOULD RETURN. EVE GAVE HIM THE PROMISE. WHEN ADAM CAME BACK FROM A WALK IN PARADISE, HE FOUND A HOWLING, SCREAMING CHILD WITH EVE, WHO, IN REPLY TO HIS QUESTION, TOLD HIM IT WAS SAMAEL'S. ADAM WAS ANNOYED, AND HIS ANNOYANCE GREW AS THE BOY CRIED AND SCREAMED MORE AND MORE VIOLENTLY. IN HIS VEXATION HE DEALT THE LITTLE ONE A BLOW THAT KILLED HIM. BUT THE CORPSE DID NOT CEASE TO WAIL AND WEEP, NOR DID IT CEASE WHEN ADAM CUT IT UP INTO BITS. TO RID HIMSELF OF THE PLAGUE, ADAM COOKED THE REMAINS, AND HE AND EVE ATE THEM. SCARCELY HAD THEY FINISHED, WHEN SAMAEL APPEARED AND DEMANDED HIS SON. THE TWO MALEFACTORS TRIED TO DENY EVERYTHING; THEY PRETENDED THEY HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF HIS SON. BUT SAMAEL SAID TO THEM: "WHAT! YOU DARE TELL LIES, AND GOD IN TIMES TO COME WILL GIVE ISRAEL THE TORAH IN WHICH IT IS SAID, 'KEEP THEE FAR FROM A FALSE WORD'?" WHILE THEY WERE SPEAKING THUS, SUDDENLY THE VOICE OF THE SLAIN LAD WAS HEARD PROCEEDING FROM THE HEART OF ADAM AND EVE, AND IT ADDRESSED THESE WORDS TO SAMAEL: "GO HENCE! I HAVE PENETRATED TO THE HEART OF ADAM AND THE HEART OF EVE, AND NEVER AGAIN SHALL I QUIT THEIR HEARTS, NOR THE HEARTS OF THEIR CHILDREN, OR THEIR CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, UNTO THE END OF ALL GENERATIONS." SAMAEL DEPARTED, BUT ADAM WAS SORE GRIEVED, AND HE PUT ON SACKCLOTH AND ASHES, AND HE FASTED MANY, MANY DAYS, UNTIL GOD APPEARED UNTO HIM, AND SAID: "MY SON, HAVE NO FEAR OF SAMAEL. I WILL GIVE THEE A REMEDY THAT WILL HELP THEE AGAINST HIM, FOR IT WAS AT MY INSTANCE THAT HE WENT TO THEE." ADAM ASKED, "AND WHAT IS THIS REMEDY?" GOD: "THE TORAH." ADAM: "AND WHERE IS THE TORAH?" GOD THEN GAVE HIM THE BOOK OF THE ANGEL RAZIEL, WHICH HE STUDIED DAY AND NIGHT. AFTER SOME TIME HAD PASSED, THE ANGELS VISITED ADAM, AND, ENVIOUS OF THE WISDOM HE HAD DRAWN FROM THE BOOK, THEY SOUGHT TO DESTROY HIM CUNNINGLY BY CALLING HIM A GOD AND PROSTRATING THEMSELVES BEFORE HIM, IN SPITE OF HIS REMONSTRANCE, "DO NOT PROSTRATE YOURSELVES BEFORE ME, BUT MAGNIFY THE LORD WITH ME, AND LET US EXALT HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] TOGETHER." HOWEVER, THE ENVY OF THE ANGELS WAS SO GREAT THAT THEY STOLE THE BOOK GOD HAD GIVEN ADAM FROM HIM, AND THREW IT IN THE SEA. ADAM SEARCHED FOR IT EVERYWHERE IN VAIN, AND THE LOSS DISTRESSED HIM SORELY. AGAIN, HE FASTED MANY DAYS, UNTIL GOD APPEARED UNTO HIM, AND SAID: "FEAR NOT! I WILL GIVE THE BOOK BACK TO THEE," AND HE CALLED RAHAB, THE ANGEL OF THE SEA, AND ORDERED HIM TO RECOVER THE BOOK FROM THE SEA AND RESTORE IT TO ADAM. AND SO, HE DID. UPON THE DEATH OF ADAM, THE HOLY BOOK DISAPPEARED, BUT LATER THE CAVE IN WHICH IT WAS HIDDEN WAS REVEALED TO ENOCH IN A DREAM. IT WAS FROM THIS BOOK THAT ENOCH DREW HIS KNOWLEDGE OF NATURE, OF THE EARTH AND OF THE HEAVENS, AND HE BECAME SO WISE THROUGH IT THAT HIS WISDOM EXCEEDED THE WISDOM OF ADAM. ONCE HE HAD COMMITTED IT TO MEMORY, ENOCH HID THE BOOK AGAIN. NOW, WHEN GOD RESOLVED UPON BRINGING THE FLOOD ON THE EARTH, HE SENT THE ARCHANGEL RAPHAEL TO NOAH, AS THE BEARER OF THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE: "I GIVE THEE HEREWITH THE HOLY BOOK, THAT ALL THE SECRETS AND MYSTERIES WRITTEN THEREIN MAY BE MADE MANIFEST UNTO THEE, AND THAT THOU MAYEST KNOW HOW TO FULFIL ITS INJUNCTION IN HOLINESS, PURITY, MODESTY, AND HUMBLENESS. THOU WILT LEARN FROM IT HOW TO BUILD AN ARK OF THE WOOD OF THE GOPHER TREE, WHEREIN THOU, AND THY SONS, AND THY WIFE SHALL FIND PROTECTION." NOAH TOOK THE BOOK, AND WHEN HE STUDIED IT, THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME UPON HIM, AND HE KNEW ALL THINGS NEEDFUL FOR THE BUILDING OF THE ARK AND THE GATHERING TOGETHER OF THE ANIMALS. THE BOOK, WHICH WAS MADE OF SAPPHIRES, HE TOOK WITH HIM INTO THE ARK, HAVING FIRST ENCLOSED IT IN A GOLDEN CASKET. ALL THE TIME HE SPENT IN THE ARK IT SERVED HIM AS A TIME-PIECE, TO DISTINGUISH NIGHT FROM DAY. BEFORE HIS DEATH, HE ENTRUSTED IT TO SHEM, AND HE IN TURN TO ABRAHAM. FROM ABRAHAM IT DESCENDED THROUGH JACOB, LEVI, MOSES, AND JOSHUA TO SOLOMON, WHO LEARNT ALL HIS WISDOM FROM IT, AND HIS SKILL IN THE HEALING ART, AND ALSO HIS MASTERY OVER THE DEMONS.
THE INMATES OF THE ARK
THE ARK WAS COMPLETED ACCORDING TO THE INSTRUCTIONS LAID DOWN IN THE BOOK OF RAZIEL. NOAH'S NEXT TASK WAS GATHERING IN THE ANIMALS. NO LESS THAN THIRTY-TWO SPECIES OF BIRDS AND THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE OF REPTILES HE HAD TO TAKE ALONG WITH HIM. BUT GOD ORDERED THE ANIMALS TO REPAIR TO THE ARK, AND THEY TROOPED THITHER, AND NOAH DID NOT HAVE TO DO SO MUCH AS STRETCH OUT A FINGER. INDEED, MORE APPEARED THAN WERE REQUIRED TO COME, AND GOD INSTRUCTED HIM TO SIT AT THE DOOR OF THE ARK AND NOTE WHICH OF THE ANIMALS LAY DOWN AS THEY REACHED THE ENTRANCE AND WHICH STOOD. THE FORMER BELONGED IN THE ARK, BUT NOT THE LATTER. TAKING UP HIS POST AS HE HAD BEEN COMMANDED, NOAH OBSERVED A LIONESS WITH HER TWO CUBS. ALL THREE BEASTS CROUCHED. BUT THE TWO YOUNG ONES BEGAN TO STRUGGLE WITH THE MOTHER, AND SHE AROSE AND STOOD UP NEXT TO THEM. THEN NOAH LED THE TWO CUBS INTO THE ARK. THE WILD BEASTS, AND THE CATTLE, AND THE BIRDS WHICH WERE NOT ACCEPTED REMAINED STANDING ABOUT THE ARK ALL OF SEVEN DAYS, FOR THE ASSEMBLING OF THE ANIMALS HAPPENED ONE WEEK BEFORE THE FLOOD BEGAN TO DESCEND. ON THE DAY WHEREON, THEY CAME TO THE ARK, THE SUN WAS DARKENED, AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH TREMBLED, AND LIGHTNING FLASHED, AND THE THUNDER BOOMED, AS NEVER BEFORE. AND YET THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS REMAINED IMPENITENT. IN NAUGHT DID THEY CHANGE THEIR WICKED DOINGS DURING THOSE LAST SEVEN DAYS. WHEN FINALLY, THE FLOOD BROKE LOOSE, SEVEN HUNDRED THOUSAND OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN GATHERED AROUND THE ARK, AND IMPLORED NOAH TO GRANT THEM PROTECTION. WITH A LOUD VOICE HE REPLIED, AND SAID: "ARE YE NOT THOSE WHO WERE REBELLIOUS TOWARD GOD, SAYING, 'THERE IS NO GOD'? THEREFORE, HE HAS BROUGHT [SEXUAL] RUIN UPON YOU, TO ANNIHILATE YOU AND DESTROY YOU FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH. HAVE I NOT BEEN PROPHESYING THIS UNTO YOU THESE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS, AND YOU WOULD NOT GIVE HEED UNTO THE VOICE OF GOD? YET NOW YOU [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO BE KEPT ALIVE!" THEN THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS CRIED OUT: "SO BE IT! WE ALL ARE READY NOW TO TURN BACK TO GOD, IF ONLY THOU WILT OPEN THE DOOR OF THY ARK TO RECEIVE US, THAT WE MAY LIVE AND NOT DIE." NOAH MADE ANSWER, AND SAID: "THAT YE DO NOW, WHEN YOUR NEED PRESSES HARD UPON YOU. WHY DID YOU NOT TURN TO GOD DURING ALL THE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS WHICH THE LORD APPOINTED UNTO YOU AS THE TERM OF REPENTANCE? NOW DO YE COME, AND YE SPEAK THUS, BECAUSE DISTRESS BESETS YOUR LIVES. THEREFORE, GOD WILL NOT HEARKEN UNTO YOU AND GIVE YOU EAR; NAUGHT WILL YOU ACCOMPLISH!" THE CROWD OF [SEXUAL] SINNERS TRIED TO TAKE THE ENTRANCE TO THE ARK BY STORM, BUT THE WILD BEASTS KEEPING WATCH AROUND THE ARK SET UPON THEM, AND MANY WERE SLAIN, WHILE THE REST ESCAPED, ONLY TO MEET DEATH IN THE WATERS OF THE FLOOD. THE WATER ALONE COULD NOT HAVE MADE AN END OF THEM, FOR THEY WERE GIANTS IN STATURE AND STRENGTH. WHEN NOAH THREATENED THEM WITH THE SCOURGE OF GOD, THEY WOULD MAKE REPLY: "IF THE WATERS OF THE FLOOD COME FROM ABOVE, THEY WILL NEVER REACH UP TO OUR NECKS; AND IF THEY COME FROM BELOW, THE SOLES OF OUR FEET ARE LARGE ENOUGH TO DAM UP THE SPRINGS." BUT GOD BADE EACH DROP PASS THROUGH GEHENNA BEFORE IT FELL TO EARTH, AND THE HOT RAIN SCALDED THE SKIN OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS. THE PUNISHMENT THAT OVERTOOK THEM WAS BEFITTING THEIR CRIME. AS THEIR SENSUAL [SEXUAL] DESIRES HAD MADE THEM HOT, AND INFLAMED THEM TO IMMORAL [SEXUAL] EXCESSES, SO THEY WERE CHASTISED BY MEANS OF HEATED WATER. NOT EVEN IN THE HOUR OF THE DEATH STRUGGLE COULD THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS SUPPRESS THEIR VILE [SEXUAL] INSTINCTS [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. WHEN THE WATER BEGAN TO STREAM UP OUT OF THE SPRINGS, THEY THREW THEIR LITTLE CHILDREN INTO THEM, TO CHOKE THE FLOOD. IT WAS BY THE GRACE OF GOD, NOT ON ACCOUNT OF HIS MERITS, THAT NOAH FOUND SHELTER IN THE ARK BEFORE THE OVERWHELMING FORCE OF THE WATERS. ALTHOUGH HE WAS BETTER THAN HIS CONTEMPORARIES, HE WAS YET NOT WORTHY OF HAVING WONDERS DONE FOR HIS SAKE. HE HAD SO LITTLE FAITH THAT HE DID NOT ENTER THE ARK UNTIL THE WATERS HAD RISEN TO HIS KNEES. WITH HIM HIS PIOUS WIFE NAAMAH, THE DAUGHTER OF ENOSH, ESCAPED THE PERIL, AND HIS THREE SONS, AND THE WIVES OF HIS THREE SONS." NOAH HAD NOT MARRIED UNTIL HE WAS FOUR HUNDRED AND NINETY-EIGHT YEARS OLD. THEN THE LORD HAD BIDDEN HIM TO TAKE A WIFE UNTO HIMSELF. HE HAD NOT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO BRING CHILDREN INTO THE WORLD, SEEING THAT THEY WOULD ALL HAVE TO PERISH IN THE FLOOD, AND HE HAD ONLY THREE SONS, BORN UNTO HIM SHORTLY BEFORE THE DELUGE CAME. GOD HAD GIVEN HIM SO SMALL A NUMBER, OF OFFSPRING THAT HE MIGHT BE SPARED THE NECESSITY OF BUILDING THE ARK ON AN OVERLARGE SCALE IN CASE THEY TURNED OUT TO BE PIOUS. AND IF NOT, IF THEY, TOO, WERE DEPRAVED LIKE THE REST OF THEIR GENERATION, SORROW OVER THEIR DESTRUCTION WOULD BUT BE INCREASED IN PROPORTION TO THEIR NUMBER. AS NOAH AND HIS FAMILY WERE THE ONLY ONES NOT TO HAVE A SHARE IN THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTNESS OF THE AGE, SO THE ANIMALS RECEIVED INTO THE ARK WERE SUCH AS HAD LED A NATURAL LIFE. FOR THE ANIMALS OF THE TIME WERE AS IMMORAL AS THE MEN: THE DOG UNITED WITH THE WOLF, THE COCK WITH THE PEA-FOWL, AND MANY OTHERS PAID NO HEED TO SEXUAL PURITY. THOSE THAT WERE SAVED WERE SUCH AS HAD KEPT THEMSELVES UNTAINTED. BEFORE THE FLOOD THE NUMBER OF UNCLEAN ANIMALS HAD BEEN GREATER THAN THE NUMBER OF THE CLEAN. AFTERWARD THE RATIO WAS REVERSED, BECAUSE WHILE SEVEN PAIRS OF CLEAN ANIMALS WERE PRESERVED IN THE ARK, BUT TWO PAIRS OF THE UNCLEAN WERE PRESERVED. ONE ANIMAL, THE REEM, NOAH COULD NOT TAKE INTO THE ARK. ON ACCOUNT OF ITS HUGE SIZE IT COULD NOT FIND ROOM THEREIN. NOAH THEREFORE TIED IT TO THE ARK, AND IT RAN ON BEHIND. ALSO, HE COULD NOT MAKE SPACE FOR THE GIANT OG, THE KING OF BASHAN. HE SAT ON TOP OF THE ARK SECURELY, AND IN THIS WAY ESCAPED THE FLOOD OF WATERS. NOAH DOLED OUT HIS FOOD TO HIM DAILY, THROUGH A HOLE, BECAUSE OG HAD PROMISED THAT HE AND HIS DESCENDANTS WOULD SERVE HIM AS SLAVES IN PERPETUITY. TWO CREATURES OF A MOST PECULIAR KIND ALSO FOUND REFUGE IN THE ARK. AMONG THE BEINGS THAT CAME TO NOAH THERE WAS FALSEHOOD ASKING FOR SHELTER. HE WAS DENIED ADMISSION, BECAUSE HE HAD NO COMPANION, AND NOAH WAS TAKING IN THE ANIMALS ONLY BY PAIRS. FALSEHOOD WENT OFF TO SEEK A PARTNER, AND HE MET MISFORTUNE, WHOM HE ASSOCIATED WITH HIMSELF ON THE CONDITION THAT SHE MIGHT APPROPRIATE WHAT FALSEHOOD EARNED. THE PAIR WERE THEN ACCEPTED IN THE ARK. WHEN THEY LEFT IT, FALSEHOOD NOTICED THAT WHATEVER HE GATHERED TOGETHER DISAPPEARED AT ONCE, AND HE BETOOK HIMSELF TO HIS COMPANION TO SEEK AN EXPLANATION, WHICH SHE GAVE HIM IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS, "DID WE NOT AGREE TO THE CONDITION THAT I MIGHT TAKE WHAT YOU EARN?" AND FALSEHOOD HAD TO DEPART EMPTY-HANDED."
THE FLOOD
THE ASSEMBLING OF THE ANIMALS IN THE ARK WAS BUT THE SMALLER PART OF THE TASK IMPOSED UPON NOAH. HIS CHIEF DIFFICULTY WAS TO PROVIDE FOOD FOR A YEAR AND ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THEM. LONG AFTERWARD SHEM, THE SON OF NOAH, RELATED TO ELIEZER, THE SERVANT OF ABRAHAM, THE TALE OF THEIR EXPERIENCES WITH THE ANIMALS IN THE ARK. THIS IS WHAT HE SAID: "WE HAD SORE TROUBLES IN THE ARK. THE DAY ANIMALS HAD TO BE FED BY DAY, AND THE NIGHT ANIMALS BY NIGHT. MY FATHER KNEW NOT WHAT FOOD TO GIVE TO THE LITTLE ZIKTA. ONCE HE CUT A POMEGRANATE IN HALF, AND A WORM DROPPED OUT OF THE FRUIT, AND WAS DEVOURED BY THE ZIKTA. THENCEFORTH MY FATHER WOULD KNEAD BRAN, AND LET IT STAND UNTIL IT BRED WORMS, WHICH WERE FED TO THE ANIMAL. THE LION SUFFERED WITH A FEVER ALL THE TIME, AND THEREFORE HE DID NOT ANNOY THE OTHERS, BECAUSE HE DID NOT RELISH DRY FOOD. THE ANIMAL URSHANA MY FATHER FOUND SLEEPING IN A CORNER OF THE VESSEL, AND HE ASKED HIM WHETHER HE NEEDED NOTHING TO EAT. HE ANSWERED, AND SAID: 'I SAW THOU WAST VERY BUSY, AND I DID NOT WISH TO ADD TO THY CARES.' WHEREUPON MY FATHER SAID, 'MAY IT BE THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE LORD TO KEEP THEE ALIVE FOREVER,' AND THE BLESSING WAS REALIZED." THE DIFFICULTIES WERE INCREASED WHEN THE FLOOD BEGAN TO TOSS THE ARK FROM SIDE TO SIDE. ALL INSIDE OF IT WERE SHAKEN UP LIKE LENTILS IN A POT. THE LIONS BEGAN TO ROAR, THE OXEN LOWED, THE WOLVES HOWLED, AND ALL THE ANIMALS GAVE VENT TO THEIR AGONY, EACH THROUGH THE SOUNDS IT HAD THE POWER TO UTTER. ALSO, NOAH AND HIS SONS, THINKING THAT DEATH WAS NIGH, BROKE INTO TEARS. NOAH PRAYED TO GOD: "O LORD, HELP US, FOR WE ARE NOT ABLE TO BEAR THE EVIL THAT ENCOMPASSES US. THE BILLOWS SURGE ABOUT US, THE STREAMS OF DESTRUCTION MAKE US AFRAID, AND DEATH STARES US IN THE FACE. O HEAR OUR PRAYER, DELIVER US, INCLINE THYSELF UNTO US, AND BE GRACIOUS UNTO US! REDEEM US AND SAVE US!" THE FLOOD WAS PRODUCED BY A UNION OF THE MALE WATERS, WHICH ARE ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT, AND THE FEMALE WATERS ISSUING FROM THE EARTH. THE UPPER WATERS RUSHED THROUGH THE SPACE LEFT WHEN GOD REMOVED TWO STARS OUT OF THE CONSTELLATION PLEIADES. AFTERWARD, TO PUT A STOP TO THE FLOOD, GOD HAD TO TRANSFER TWO STARS FROM THE CONSTELLATION OF THE BEAR TO THE CONSTELLATION OF THE PLEIADES. THAT IS WHY THE BEAR RUNS AFTER THE PLEIADES. SHE WANTS HER TWO CHILDREN BACK, BUT THEY WILL BE RESTORED TO HER ONLY IN THE FUTURE WORLD. THERE WERE OTHER CHANGES AMONG THE CELESTIAL SPHERES DURING THE YEAR OF THE FLOOD. ALL THE TIME IT LASTED, THE SUN AND THE MOON SHED NO LIGHT, WHENCE NOAH WAS CALLED BY HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], "THE RESTING ONE," FOR IN HIS LIFE THE SUN AND THE MOON RESTED. THE ARK WAS ILLUMINATED BY A PRECIOUS STONE, THE LIGHT OF WHICH WAS MORE BRILLIANT BY NIGHT THAN BY DAY, SO ENABLING NOAH TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN DAY AND NIGHT. THE DURATION OF THE FLOOD WAS A WHOLE YEAR. IT BEGAN ON THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF HESHWAN, AND THE RAIN CONTINUED FOR FORTY DAYS, UNTIL THE TWENTY-SEVENTH OF KISLEW. THE PUNISHMENT CORRESPONDED TO THE CRIME OF THE [SEXUAL] SINFUL GENERATION. THEY HAD LED IMMORAL LIVES, AND BEGOTTEN BASTARD CHILDREN, WHOSE EMBRYONIC STATE LASTS FORTY DAYS. FROM THE TWENTY SEVENTH OF KISLEW UNTIL THE FIRST OF SIWAN, A PERIOD OF ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY DAYS, THE WATER STOOD AT ONE AND THE SAME HEIGHT, FIFTEEN ELLS [52.5 MILES] ABOVE THE EARTH. DURING THAT TIME ALL THE WICKED WERE DESTROYED, EACH ONE RECEIVING THE PUNISHMENT DUE TO HIM. CAIN WAS AMONG THOSE THAT PERISHED, AND THUS THE DEATH OF ABEL WAS AVENGED. SO POWERFUL WERE THE WATERS IN WORKING HAVOC THAT THE CORPSE OF ADAM WAS NOT SPARED IN ITS GRAVE. ON THE FIRST OF SIWAN THE WATERS BEGAN TO ABATE, A QUARTER OF AN ELL A DAY, AND AT THE END OF SIXTY DAYS, ON THE TENTH DAY OF AB, THE SUMMITS OF THE MOUNTAINS SHOWED THEMSELVES. BUT MANY DAYS BEFORE, ON THE TENTH OF TAMMUZ, NOAH HAD SENT FORTH THE RAVEN, AND A WEEK LATER THE DOVE, ON THE FIRST OF HER THREE SALLIES, REPEATED AT INTERVALS OF A WEEK. IT TOOK FROM THE FIRST OF AB UNTIL THE FIRST OF TISHRI FOR THE WATERS TO SUBSIDE WHOLLY FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH. EVEN THEN THE SOIL WAS SO MIRY THAT THE DWELLERS IN THE ARK HAD TO REMAIN WITHIN UNTIL THE TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY OF HESHWAN, COMPLETING A FULL SUN YEAR, CONSISTING OF TWELVE MOONS AND ELEVEN DAYS. NOAH HAD EXPERIENCED DIFFICULTY ALL ALONG IN ASCERTAINING THE STATE OF THE WATERS. WHEN HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO DISPATCH THE RAVEN, THE BIRD SAID: "THE LORD, THY MASTER, HATES ME, AND THOU DOST HATE ME, TOO. THY MASTER HATES ME, FOR HE BADE THEE TAKE SEVEN PAIRS OF THE CLEAN ANIMALS INTO THE ARK, AND BUT TWO PAIRS OF THE UNCLEAN ANIMALS, TO WHICH I BELONG. THOU HATEST ME, FOR THOU DOST NOT CHOOSE, AS A MESSENGER, A BIRD OF ONE OF THE KINDS OF WHICH THERE ARE SEVEN PAIRS IN THE ARK, BUT THOU SENDEST ME, AND OF MY KIND THERE IS BUT ONE PAIR. SUPPOSE, NOW, I SHOULD PERISH BY REASON OF HEAT OR COLD, WOULD NOT THE WORLD BE THE POORER BY A WHOLE SPECIES OF ANIMALS? OR CAN IT BE THAT THOU HAST CAST A LUSTFUL EYE UPON MY MATE, AND [SEXUALLY] DESIREST TO RID THYSELF OF ME?" WHERE UNTO NOAH MADE ANSWER, AND SAID: "WRETCH! I MUST LIVE APART FROM MY OWN WIFE IN THE ARK. HOW MUCH LESS WOULD SUCH THOUGHTS OCCUR TO MY MIND AS THOU IMPUTEST TO ME!" THE RAVEN'S ERRAND HAD NO SUCCESS, FOR WHEN HE SAW THE BODY OF A DEAD MAN, HE SET TO WORK TO DEVOUR IT, AND DID NOT EXECUTE THE ORDERS GIVEN TO HIM BY NOAH. THEREUPON THE DOVE WAS SENT OUT. TOWARD EVENING SHE RETURNED WITH AN OLIVE LEAF IN HER BILL, PLUCKED UPON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES AT JERUSALEM, FOR THE HOLY LAND HAD NOT BEEN RAVAGED BY THE DELUGE. AS SHE PLUCKED IT, SHE SAID TO GOD: "O LORD OF THE WORLD, LET MY FOOD BE AS BITTER AS THE OLIVE, BUT DO THOU GIVE IT TO ME FROM THY HAND, RATHER THAN IT SHOULD BE SWEET, AND I BE DELIVERED INTO THE POWER OF MEN."
NOAH LEAVES THE ARK
THOUGH THE EARTH ASSUMED ITS OLD FORM AT THE END OF THE YEAR OF PUNISHMENT, NOAH DID NOT ABANDON THE ARK UNTIL HE RECEIVED THE COMMAND OF GOD TO LEAVE IT. HE SAID TO HIMSELF, "AS I ENTERED THE ARK AT THE BIDDING OF GOD, SO I WILL LEAVE IT ONLY AT HIS BIDDING." YET, WHEN GOD BADE NOAH GO OUT OF THE ARK, HE REFUSED, BECAUSE HE FEARED THAT AFTER HE HAD LIVED UPON THE DRY LAND FOR SOME TIME, AND BEGOTTEN CHILDREN, GOD WOULD BRING ANOTHER FLOOD. HE THEREFORE WOULD NOT LEAVE THE ARK UNTIL GOD, SWORE HE WOULD NEVER VISIT THE EARTH WITH A FLOOD AGAIN. WHEN HE STEPPED OUT FROM THE ARK INTO THE OPEN, HE BEGAN TO WEEP BITTERLY AT SIGHT OF THE ENORMOUS RAVAGES WROUGHT BY THE FLOOD, AND HE SAID TO GOD: "O LORD OF THE WORLD! THOU ART CALLED THE MERCIFUL, AND THOU SHOULDST HAVE HAD MERCY UPON THY CREATURES." GOD ANSWERED, AND SAID: "O THOU FOOLISH SHEPHERD, NOW THOU SPEAKEST TO ME. THOU DIDST NOT SO WHEN I ADDRESSED KIND WORDS TO THEE, SAYING: 'I SAW THEE AS A RIGHTEOUS MAN AND PERFECT IN THY GENERATION, AND I WILL BRING THE FLOOD UPON THE EARTH TO DESTROY ALL FLESH. MAKE AN ARK FOR THYSELF OF GOPHER WOOD.' THUS, SPAKE I TO THEE, TELLING THEE ALL THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, THAT THOU MIGHTEST ENTREAT MERCY FOR THE EARTH. BUT THOU, AS SOON AS THOU DIDST HEAR THAT THOU WOULDST BE RESCUED IN THE ARK, THOU DIDST NOT CONCERN THYSELF ABOUT THE [SEXUAL] RUIN THAT WOULD STRIKE THE EARTH. THOU DIDST BUT BUILD AN ARK FOR THYSELF, IN WHICH THOU WAST SAVED. NOW THAT THE EARTH IS WASTED, THOU OPENEST THY MOUTH TO SUPPLICATE AND PRAY." NOAH REALIZED THAT HE HAD BEEN [SEXUALLY] GUILTY OF FOLLY. TO PROPITIATE GOD AND ACKNOWLEDGE HIS [SEXUAL] SIN, HE BROUGHT A SACRIFICE. GOD ACCEPTED THE OFFERING WITH FAVOR, WHENCE HE IS CALLED BY HIS NAME NOAH. THE SACRIFICE WAS NOT OFFERED BY NOAH WITH HIS OWN HANDS; THE PRIESTLY SERVICES CONNECTED WITH IT WERE PERFORMED BY HIS SON SHEM. THERE WAS A REASON FOR THIS. ONE DAY IN THE ARK NOAH FORGOT TO GIVE HIS RATION TO THE LION, AND THE HUNGRY BEAST STRUCK HIM SO VIOLENT A BLOW WITH HIS PAW THAT HE WAS LAME FOREVER AFTER, AND, HAVING A BODILY DEFECT, HE WAS NOT PERMITTED TO DO THE OFFICES OF A PRIEST. THE SACRIFICES CONSISTED OF AN OX, A SHEEP, A GOAT, TWO TURTLE DOVES, AND TWO YOUNG PIGEONS. NOAH HAD CHOSEN THESE KINDS BECAUSE HE SUPPOSED THEY WERE APPOINTED FOR SACRIFICES, SEEING THAT GOD HAD COMMANDED HIM TO TAKE SEVEN PAIRS OF THEM INTO THE ARK WITH HIM. THE ALTAR WAS ERECTED IN THE SAME PLACE ON WHICH ADAM AND CAIN AND ABEL HAD BROUGHT THEIR SACRIFICES, AND ON WHICH LATER THE ALTAR WAS TO BE IN THE SANCTUARY AT JERUSALEM. AFTER THE SACRIFICE WAS COMPLETED, GOD BLESSED NOAH AND HIS SONS. HE MADE THEM TO BE RULERS OF THE WORLD AS ADAM HAD BEEN, AND HE GAVE THEM A COMMAND, SAYING, "BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY UPON THE EARTH," FOR DURING THEIR SOJOURN IN THE ARK, THE TWO SEXES, OF MEN AND ANIMALS ALIKE, HAD LIVED APART FROM EACH OTHER, BECAUSE WHILE A PUBLIC CALAMITY RAGES CONTINENCE IS BECOMING EVEN TO THOSE WHO ARE LEFT UNSCATHED. THIS [SEXLESS] LAW OF CONDUCT HAD BEEN VIOLATED BY NONE IN THE ARK EXCEPT BY HAM, BY THE DOG, AND BY THE RAVEN. THEY ALL RECEIVED A PUNISHMENT. HAM'S WAS THAT HIS DESCENDANTS WERE MEN OF DARK-HUED SKIN. AS A TOKEN THAT HE WOULD DESTROY THE EARTH NO MORE, GOD SET HIS BOW IN THE CLOUD. EVEN IF MEN SHOULD BE STEEPED IN [SEXUAL] SIN AGAIN, THE BOW PROCLAIMS TO THEM THAT THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS WILL CAUSE NO HARM TO THE WORLD. TIMES CAME IN THE COURSE OF THE AGES WHEN MEN WERE PIOUS ENOUGH NOT TO HAVE TO LIVE IN DREAD OF PUNISHMENT. IN SUCH TIMES THE BOW WAS NOT VISIBLE. GOD ACCORDED PERMISSION TO NOAH AND HIS DESCENDANTS TO USE THE FLESH OF ANIMALS FOR FOOD, WHICH HAD BEEN FORBIDDEN FROM THE TIME OF ADAM UNTIL THEN. BUT THEY WERE TO ABSTAIN FROM THE USE OF BLOOD. HE ORDAINED THE SEVEN NOACHIAN LAWS, THE OBSERVANCE OF WHICH IS INCUMBENT UPON ALL MEN, NOT UPON ISRAEL ALONE. GOD ENJOINED PARTICULARLY THE COMMAND AGAINST THE SHEDDING OF HUMAN BLOOD. WHOSO WOULD SHED MAN'S BLOOD, HIS BLOOD WOULD BE SHED. EVEN IF HUMAN JUDGES LET THE [SEXUAL] GUILTY MAN GO FREE, HIS PUNISHMENT WOULD OVERTAKE HIM. HE WOULD DIE AN UNNATURAL DEATH, SUCH AS HE HAD INFLICTED UPON HIS FELLOW-MAN. YEA, EVEN BEASTS THAT SLEW MEN, EVEN OF THEM WOULD THE LIFE OF MEN BE REQUIRED.
THE [SEXUAL] CURSE OF DRUNKENNESS
NOAH LOST HIS EPITHET "THE PIOUS" WHEN HE BEGAN TO OCCUPY HIMSELF WITH THE GROWING OF THE VINE. HE BECAME A "MAN OF THE GROUND," AND THIS FIRST ATTEMPT TO PRODUCE WINE AT THE SAME TIME PRODUCED THE FIRST TO DRINK TO EXCESS, THE FIRST TO UTTER [SEXUAL] CURSES UPON HIS ASSOCIATES, AND THE FIRST TO INTRODUCE SLAVERY. THIS IS THE WAY IT ALL CAME ABOUT. NOAH FOUND THE VINE WHICH ADAM HAD TAKEN WITH HIM FROM PARADISE, WHEN HE WAS DRIVEN FORTH. HE TASTED THE GRAPES UPON IT, AND, FINDING THEM PALATABLE, HE RESOLVED TO PLANT THE VINE AND TEND IT. ON THE SELFSAME DAY ON WHICH HE PLANTED IT, IT BORE FRUIT, HE PUT IT IN THE WINE-PRESS, DREW OFF THE JUICE, DRANK IT, BECAME DRUNKEN, AND WAS DISHONORED--ALL ON ONE DAY. HIS ASSISTANT IN THE WORK OF CULTIVATING THE VINE WAS SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], WHO HAD HAPPENED ALONG AT THE VERY MOMENT WHEN HE WAS ENGAGED IN PLANTING THE SLIP HE HAD FOUND. SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ASKED HIM: "WHAT IS IT THOU ART PLANTING HERE?" NOAH: "A VINEYARD." SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]: "AND WHAT MAY BE THE QUALITIES OF WHAT IT PRODUCES?" NOAH: "THE FRUIT IT BEARS IS SWEET, BE IT DRY OR MOIST. IT YIELDS WINE THAT REJOICETH THE HEART OF MAN." SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]: "LET US GO INTO PARTNERSHIP IN THIS BUSINESS OF PLANTING A VINEYARD." NOAH: "AGREED!" SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THEREUPON SLAUGHTERED A LAMB, AND THEN, IN SUCCESSION, A LION, A PIG, AND A MONKEY. THE BLOOD OF EACH AS IT WAS KILLED, HE MADE TO FLOW UNDER THE VINE. THUS HE CONVEYED TO NOAH WHAT THE QUALITIES OF WINE ARE: BEFORE MAN DRINKS OF IT, HE IS INNOCENT AS A LAMB; IF HE DRINKS OF IT MODERATELY, HE FEELS AS STRONG AS A LION; IF HE DRINKS MORE OF IT THAN HE CAN BEAR, HE RESEMBLES THE PIG; AND IF HE DRINKS TO THE POINT OF INTOXICATION, THEN HE BEHAVES LIKE A MONKEY, HE DANCES AROUND, SINGS, TALKS OBSCENELY, AND KNOWS NOT WHAT HE IS DOING. THIS DETERRED NOAH NO MORE THAN DID THE EXAMPLE OF ADAM, WHOSE FALL HAD ALSO BEEN DUE TO WINE, FOR THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT HAD BEEN THE GRAPE, WITH WHICH HE HAD MADE HIMSELF DRUNK. IN HIS DRUNKEN CONDITION NOAH BETOOK HIMSELF TO THE TENT OF HIS WIFE. HIS SON HAM SAW HIM THERE, AND HE TOLD HIS BROTHERS WHAT HE HAD NOTICED, AND SAID: "THE FIRST MAN HAD BUT TWO SONS, AND ONE SLEW THE OTHER; THIS MAN NOAH HAS THREE SONS, YET HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRES TO BEGET A FOURTH BESIDES." NOR DID HAM REST SATISFIED WITH THESE DISRESPECTFUL WORDS AGAINST HIS FATHER. HE ADDED TO THIS [SEXUAL] SIN OF IRREVERENCE THE STILL GREATER OUTRAGE OF ATTEMPTING TO PERFORM AN OPERATION UPON HIS FATHER DESIGNED TO PREVENT PROCREATION. WHEN NOAH AWOKE FROM HIS WINE AND BECAME SOBER, HE PRONOUNCED A [SEXUAL] CURSE UPON HAM IN THE PERSON OF HIS YOUNGEST SON CANAAN. TO HAM HIMSELF HE COULD DO NO HARM, FOR GOD HAD CONFERRED A BLESSING UPON NOAH AND HIS THREE SONS AS THEY DEPARTED FROM THE ARK. THEREFORE, HE PUT THE [SEXUAL] CURSE UPON THE LAST-BORN SON OF THE SON THAT HAD PREVENTED HIM FROM BEGETTING A YOUNGER SON THAN THE THREE HE HAD." THE DESCENDANTS OF HAM THROUGH CANAAN THEREFORE HAVE RED EYES, BECAUSE HAM LOOKED UPON THE NAKEDNESS OF HIS FATHER; THEY HAVE MISSHAPEN LIPS, BECAUSE HAM SPOKE WITH HIS LIPS TO HIS BROTHERS ABOUT THE UNSEEMLY CONDITION OF HIS FATHER; THEY HAVE TWISTED CURLY HAIR, BECAUSE HAM TURNED AND TWISTED HIS HEAD ROUND TO SEE THE NAKEDNESS OF HIS FATHER; AND THEY GO ABOUT NAKED, BECAUSE HAM DID NOT COVER THE NAKEDNESS OF HIS FATHER. THUS, HE WAS REQUITED, FOR IT IS THE WAY OF GOD TO METE OUT PUNISHMENT MEASURE FOR MEASURE. CANAAN HAD TO SUFFER VICARIOUSLY FOR HIS FATHER'S [SEXUAL] SIN. YET SOME OF THE PUNISHMENT WAS INFLICTED UPON HIM ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT, FOR IT HAD BEEN CANAAN WHO HAD DRAWN THE ATTENTION OF HAM TO NOAH'S REVOLTING CONDITION. HAM, IT APPEARS, WAS BUT THE WORTHY FATHER OF SUCH A SON. THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF CANAAN ADDRESSED TO HIS CHILDREN READ AS FOLLOWS: "SPEAK NOT THE TRUTH; HOLD NOT YOURSELVES ALOOF FROM THEFT; LEAD A DISSOLUTE LIFE; HATE YOUR MASTER WITH AN EXCEEDING GREAT HATE; AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ONE ANOTHER." AS HAM WAS MADE TO SUFFER REQUITAL FOR HIS IRREVERENCE, SO SHEM AND JAPHETH RECEIVED A REWARD FOR THE FILIAL, DEFERENTIAL WAY IN WHICH THEY TOOK A GARMENT AND LAID IT UPON BOTH THEIR SHOULDERS, AND WALKING BACKWARD, WITH AVERTED FACES, COVERED THE NAKEDNESS OF THEIR FATHER. NAKED THE DESCENDANTS OF HAM, THE EGYPTIANS AND ETHIOPIANS, WERE LED AWAY CAPTIVE AND INTO EXILE BY THE KING OF ASSYRIA, WHILE THE DESCENDANTS OF SHEM, THE ASSYRIANS, EVEN WHEN THE ANGEL OF THE LORD BURNT THEM IN THE CAMP, WERE NOT EXPOSED, THEIR GARMENTS REMAINED UPON THEIR CORPSES UNSINGED. AND IN TIME TO COME, WHEN GOG SHALL SUFFER HIS DEFEAT, GOD WILL PROVIDE BOTH SHROUDS AND A PLACE OF BURIAL FOR HIM AND ALL HIS MULTITUDE, THE POSTERITY OF JAPHETH. THOUGH SHEM AND JAPHETH BOTH SHOWED THEMSELVES TO BE DUTIFUL AND DEFERENTIAL, YET IT WAS SHEM WHO DESERVED THE LARGER MEED OF PRAISE. HE WAS THE FIRST TO SET ABOUT COVERING HIS FATHER. JAPHETH JOINED HIM AFTER THE GOOD [SEXLESS] DEED HAD BEEN BEGUN. THEREFORE, THE DESCENDANTS OF SHEM RECEIVED AS THEIR SPECIAL REWARD THE TALLIT, THE GARMENT WORN BY THEM, WHILE THE JAPHETHITES HAVE ONLY THE TOGA. A FURTHER DISTINCTION ACCORDED TO SHEM WAS THE MENTION OF HIS NAME IN CONNECTION WITH GOD'S IN THE BLESSING OF NOAH. "BLESSED BE THE LORD, THE GOD OF SHEM," HE SAID, THOUGH AS A RULE THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS NOT JOINED TO THE NAME OF A LIVING PERSON, ONLY TO THE NAME OF ONE WHO HAS DEPARTED THIS LIFE. THE RELATION OF SHEM TO JAPHETH WAS EXPRESSED IN THE BLESSING THEIR FATHER PRONOUNCED UPON THEM: GOD WILL GRANT A LAND OF BEAUTY TO JAPHETH, AND HIS SONS WILL BE PROSELYTES DWELLING IN THE ACADEMIES OF SHEM. AT THE SAME TIME NOAH CONVEYED BY HIS WORDS THAT THE SHEKINAH WOULD DWELL ONLY IN THE FIRST TEMPLE, ERECTED BY SOLOMON, A SON OF SHEM, AND NOT IN THE SECOND TEMPLE, THE BUILDER OF WHICH WOULD BE CYRUS, A DESCENDANT OF JAPHETH.
NOAH’S DESCENDANTS SPREAD ABROAD
WHEN IT BECAME KNOWN TO HAM THAT HIS FATHER HAD [SEXUALLY] CURSED HIM, HE FLED ASHAMED, AND WITH HIS FAMILY HE SETTLED IN THE CITY BUILT BY HIM, AND NAMED NEELATAMAUK FOR HIS WIFE. JEALOUS OF HIS BROTHER, JAPHETH FOLLOWED HIS EXAMPLE. HE LIKEWISE BUILT A CITY WHICH HE NAMED FOR HIS WIFE, ADATANESES. SHEM WAS THE ONLY ONE OF THE SONS OF NOAH WHO DID NOT ABANDON HIM. IN THE VICINITY OF HIS FATHER'S HOME, BY THE MOUNTAIN, HE BUILT HIS CITY, TO WHICH HE ALSO GAVE HIS WIFE'S NAME, ZEDEKETELBAB. THE THREE CITIES ARE ALL NEAR MOUNT LUBAR, THE EMINENCE UPON WHICH THE ARK RESTED. THE FIRST LIES TO THE SOUTH OF IT, THE SECOND TO THE WEST, AND THE THIRD TO THE EAST. NOAH ENDEAVORED TO INCULCATE THE ORDINANCES AND THE COMMANDS KNOWN TO HIM UPON HIS CHILDREN AND HIS CHILDREN'S CHILDREN. IN PARTICULAR HE ADMONISHED THEM AGAINST THE FORNICATION, THE UNCLEANNESS, AND ALL THE INIQUITY WHICH HAD BROUGHT THE FLOOD DOWN UPON THE EARTH. HE REPROACHED THEM WITH LIVING APART FROM ONE ANOTHER, AND WITH THEIR JEALOUSIES, FOR HE FEARED THAT, AFTER HIS DEATH, THEY MIGHT GO SO FAR AS TO SHED HUMAN BLOOD. AGAINST THIS HE WARNED THEM IMPRESSIVELY, THAT THEY BE NOT ANNIHILATED FROM THE EARTH LIKE THOSE THAT WENT BEFORE. ANOTHER [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH HE ENJOINED UPON THEM, TO OBSERVE IT, WAS THE [SEXLESS] LAW ORDAINING THAT THE FRUIT OF A TREE SHALL NOT BE USED THE FIRST THREE YEARS IT BEARS, AND EVEN IN THE FOURTH YEAR IT SHALL BE THE PORTION OF THE PRIESTS ALONE, AFTER A PART THEREOF HAS BEEN OFFERED UPON THE ALTAR OF GOD. AND HAVING MADE AN END OF GIVING HIS TEACHINGS AND INJUNCTIONS, NOAH SAID: "FOR THUS DID ENOCH, YOUR ANCESTOR, EXHORT HIS SON METHUSELAH, AND METHUSELAH HIS SON LAMECH, AND LAMECH DELIVERED ALL UNTO ME AS HIS FATHER HAD BIDDEN HIM, AND NOW I DO EXHORT YOU, MY CHILDREN, AS ENOCH EXHORTED HIS SON. WHEN HE LIVED, IN HIS GENERATION, WHICH WAS THE SEVENTH GENERATION OF MAN, HE COMMANDED IT AND TESTIFIED IT UNTO HIS CHILDREN AND HIS CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, UNTIL THE DAY OF HIS DEATH." IN THE YEAR 1569 AFTER THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, NOAH DIVIDED THE EARTH BY LOT AMONG HIS THREE SONS, IN THE PRESENCE OF AN ANGEL. EACH ONE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND AND TOOK A SLIP FROM THE BOSOM OF NOAH. SHEM'S SLIP WAS INSCRIBED WITH THE MIDDLE OF THE EARTH, AND THIS PORTION BECAME THE INHERITANCE OF HIS DESCENDANTS UNTO ALL ETERNITY. NOAH REJOICED THAT THE LOT HAD ASSIGNED IT TO SHEM. THUS, WAS FULFILLED HIS BLESSING UPON HIM, "AND GOD IN THE HABITATION OF SHEM," FOR THREE HOLY PLACES FELL WITHIN HIS PRECINCTS--THE HOLY OF HOLIES IN THE TEMPLE, MOUNT SINAI, THE MIDDLE POINT OF THE DESERT, AND MOUNT ZION, THE MIDDLE POINT OF THE NAVEL OF THE EARTH. THE SOUTH FELL TO THE LOT OF HAM, AND THE NORTH BECAME THE INHERITANCE OF JAPHETH. THE LAND OF HAM IS HOT, JAPHETH'S COLD, BUT SHEM'S IS NEITHER HOT NOR COLD, ITS TEMPERATURE IS HOT AND COLD MIXED. THIS DIVISION OF THE EARTH TOOK PLACE TOWARD THE END OF THE LIFE OF PELEG, THE NAME GIVEN TO HIM BY HIS FATHER EBER, WHO, BEING A PROPHET, KNEW THAT THE DIVISION OF THE EARTH WOULD TAKE PLACE IN THE TIME OF HIS SON. THE BROTHER OF PELEG WAS CALLED JOKTAN, BECAUSE THE DURATION OF THE LIFE OF MAN WAS SHORTENED IN HIS TIME. IN TURN, THE THREE SONS OF NOAH, WHILE THEY WERE STILL STANDING IN THE PRESENCE OF THEIR FATHER, DIVIDED EACH HIS PORTION AMONG HIS CHILDREN, NOAH THREATENING WITH HIS [SEXUAL] CURSE ANY WHO SHOULD STRETCH OUT HIS HAND TO TAKE A PORTION NOT ASSIGNED TO HIM BY LOT. AND THEY ALL CRIED, "SO BE IT! SO BE IT!" THUS, WERE DIVIDED ONE HUNDRED AND FOUR LANDS AND NINETY-NINE ISLANDS AMONG SEVENTY-TWO NATIONS, EACH WITH A LANGUAGE OF ITS OWN, USING SIXTEEN DIFFERENT SETS OF CHARACTERS FOR WRITING. TO JAPHETH WERE ALLOTTED FORTY-FOUR LANDS, THIRTY-THREE ISLANDS, TWENTY-TWO LANGUAGES, AND FIVE KINDS OF WRITING; HAM RECEIVED THIRTY-FOUR LANDS, THIRTY-THREE ISLANDS, TWENTY-FOUR LANGUAGES, AND FIVE KINDS OF WRITING; AND SHEM TWENTY-SIX LANDS, THIRTY-THREE ISLANDS, TWENTY-SIX LANGUAGES, AND SIX KINDS OF WRITING--ONE SET OF WRITTEN CHARACTERS MORE TO SHEM THAN TO EITHER OF HIS BROTHERS, THE EXTRA SET BEING THE HEBREW. THE LAND APPOINTED AS THE INHERITANCE OF THE TWELVE SONS OF JACOB WAS PROVISIONALLY GRANTED TO CANAAN, ZIDON, HETH, THE JEBUSITES, THE AMORITES, THE GIRGASHITES, THE HIVITES, THE ARKITES, THE SINITES, THE ARVADITES, THE ZEMARITES, AND THE HAMATHITES. IT WAS THE DUTY OF THESE NATIONS TO TAKE CARE OF THE LAND UNTIL THE RIGHTFUL OWNERS SHOULD COME. NO SOONER HAD THE CHILDREN OF NOAH AND THEIR CHILDREN'S CHILDREN TAKEN POSSESSION OF THE HABITATIONS APPORTIONED TO THEM, THEN THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS BEGAN TO [SEXUALLY] SEDUCE MEN AND TORMENT THEM WITH PAIN AND ALL SORTS OF SUFFERING LEADING TO SPIRITUAL AND PHYSICAL DEATH. UPON THE ENTREATIES OF NOAH GOD SENT DOWN THE ANGEL RAPHAEL, WHO BANISHED NINE-TENTHS OF THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS FROM THE EARTH, LEAVING BUT ONE-TENTH FOR MASTEMA, TO PUNISH [SEXUAL] SINNERS THROUGH THEM. RAPHAEL, SUPPORTED BY THE CHIEF OF THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS, AT THAT TIME REVEALED TO NOAH ALL THE REMEDIES RESIDING IN PLANTS, THAT HE MIGHT RESORT TO THEM AT NEED. NOAH RECORDED THEM IN A BOOK, WHICH HE TRANSMITTED TO HIS SON SHEM. THIS IS THE SOURCE TO WHICH GO BACK ALL THE MEDICAL BOOKS WHENCE THE WISE MEN OF INDIA, ARAM, MACEDONIA, AND EGYPT DRAW THEIR KNOWLEDGE. THE SAGES OF INDIA DEVOTED THEMSELVES PARTICULARLY TO THE STUDY OF CURATIVE TREES AND SPICES; THE ARAMEANS WERE WELL VERSED IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE PROPERTIES OF GRAINS AND SEEDS, AND THEY TRANSLATED THE OLD MEDICAL BOOKS INTO THEIR LANGUAGE. THE WISE MEN OF MACEDONIA WERE THE FIRST TO APPLY MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE PRACTICALLY, WHILE THE EGYPTIANS SOUGHT TO EFFECT CURES BY MEANS OF [FORBIDDEN] MAGIC ARTS AND BY MEANS OF ASTROLOGY, AND THEY TAUGHT THE MIDRASH OF THE CHALDEES, COMPOSED BY KANGAR, THE SON OF UR, THE SON OF KESED. MEDICAL SKILL SPREAD FURTHER AND FURTHER UNTIL THE TIME OF AESCULAPIUS. THIS MACEDONIAN SAGE, ACCOMPANIED BY FORTY LEARNED MAGICIANS, JOURNEYED FROM COUNTRY TO COUNTRY, UNTIL THEY CAME TO THE LAND BEYOND INDIA, IN THE DIRECTION OF PARADISE. THEY HOPED THERE TO FIND SOME WOOD OF THE TREE OF LIFE, AND THUS SPREAD THEIR FAME ABROAD OVER THE WHOLE WORLD. THEIR HOPE WAS FRUSTRATED. WHEN THEY ARRIVED AT THE SPOT, THEY FOUND HEALING TREES AND WOOD OF THE TREE OF LIFE, BUT WHEN THEY WERE IN THE ACT OF STRETCHING FORTH THEIR HANDS TO GATHER WHAT THEY [SEXUALLY] DESIRED, LIGHTNING DARTED OUT OF THE EVER-TURNING SWORD, SMOTE THEM TO THE GROUND, AND THEY WERE ALL BURNT. WITH THEM DISAPPEARED ALL KNOWLEDGE OF MEDICINE, AND IT DID NOT REVIVE UNTIL THE TIME OF THE FIRST ARTAXERXES, UNDER THE MACEDONIAN SAGE HIPPOCRATES, DIOSCORIDES OF BAALA, GALEN OF CAPHTOR, AND THE HEBREW ASAPH.
THE DEPRAVITY OF MANKIND
WITH THE SPREAD OF MANKIND [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION INCREASED. WHILE NOAH WAS STILL ALIVE, THE DESCENDANTS OF SHEM, HAM, AND JAPHETH APPOINTED PRINCES OVER EACH OF THE THREE GROUPS- NIMROD FOR THE DESCENDANTS OF HAM, JOKTAN FOR THE DESCENDANTS OF SHEM, AND PHENECH FOR THE DESCENDANTS OF JAPHETH. TEN YEARS BEFORE NOAH'S DEATH, THE NUMBER OF THOSE SUBJECT TO THE THREE PRINCES AMOUNTED TO MILLIONS. WHEN THIS GREAT CONCOURSE OF MEN CAME TO BABYLONIA UPON THEIR JOURNEYINGS, THEY SAID TO ONE ANOTHER: "BEHOLD, THE TIME IS COMING WHEN, AT THE END OF DAYS, NEIGHBOR WILL BE SEPARATED FROM NEIGHBOR, AND BROTHER FROM BROTHER, AND ONE WILL CARRY ON WAR AGAINST THE OTHER. GO TO, LET US BUILD US A CITY, AND A TOWER, WHOSE TOP MAY REACH UNTO HEAVEN, AND LET US MAKE US A GREAT NAME UPON THE EARTH. AND NOW LET US MAKE BRICKS, AND EACH ONE, WRITE HIS NAME UPON HIS BRICK." ALL AGREED TO THIS PROPOSAL, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF TWELVE PIOUS MEN, ABRAHAM AMONG THEM. THEY REFUSED TO JOIN THE OTHERS. THEY WERE SEIZED BY THE PEOPLE, AND BROUGHT BEFORE THE THREE PRINCES, TO WHOM THEY GAVE THE FOLLOWING REASON FOR THEIR REFUSAL: "WE WILL NOT MAKE BRICKS, NOR REMAIN WITH YOU, FOR WE KNOW BUT ONE GOD, AND HIM WE SERVE; EVEN IF YOU BURN US IN THE FIRE TOGETHER WITH THE BRICKS, WE WILL NOT WALK IN YOUR WAYS." NIMROD AND PHENECH FLEW INTO SUCH A [SEXUAL] PASSION OVER THE TWELVE MEN THAT THEY RESOLVED TO THROW THEM INTO THE FIRE. JOKTAN, HOWEVER, BESIDES BEING A GOD-FEARING MAN, WAS OF CLOSE KIN TO THE MEN ON TRIAL, AND HE ESSAYED TO SAVE THEM. HE PROPOSED TO HIS TWO COLLEAGUES TO GRANT THEM A SEVEN DAYS' RESPITE. HIS PLAN WAS ACCEPTED, SUCH DEFERENCE BEING PAID HIM AS THE PRIMATE AMONG THE THREE. THE TWELVE WERE INCARCERATED IN THE HOUSE OF JOKTAN. IN THE NIGHT HE CHARGED FIFTY OF HIS ATTENDANTS TO MOUNT THE PRISONERS UPON MULES AND TAKE THEM TO THE MOUNTAINS. THUS, THEY WOULD ESCAPE THE THREATENED PUNISHMENT. JOKTAN PROVIDED THEM WITH FOOD FOR A MONTH. HE WAS SURE THAT IN THE MEANTIME EITHER A CHANGE OF SENTIMENT WOULD COME ABOUT, AND THE PEOPLE DESIST FROM THEIR PURPOSE, OR GOD WOULD HELP THE FUGITIVES. ELEVEN OF THE PRISONERS ASSENTED TO THE PLAN WITH GRATITUDE. ABRAHAM ALONE REJECTED IT, SAYING: "BEHOLD, TO-DAY WE FLEE TO THE MOUNTAINS TO ESCAPE FROM THE FIRE, BUT IF WILD BEASTS RUSH OUT FROM THE MOUNTAINS AND DEVOUR US, OR IF FOOD IS LACKING, SO THAT WE DIE BY FAMINE, WE SHALL BE FOUND FLEEING BEFORE THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND AND DYING IN OUR [SEXUAL] SINS. NOW, AS THE LORD LIVETH, IN WHOM I TRUST, I WILL NOT DEPART FROM THIS PLACE WHEREIN THEY HAVE IMPRISONED ME, AND IF I AM TO DIE THROUGH MY [SEXUAL] SINS, THEN WILL I DIE BY THE WILL OF GOD, ACCORDING TO HIS [SEXLESS] DESIRE." IN VAIN JOKTAN ENDEAVORED TO PERSUADE ABRAHAM TO FLEE. HE PERSISTED IN HIS REFUSAL. HE REMAINED BEHIND ALONE IN THE PRISON HOUSE, WHILE THE OTHER ELEVEN MADE THEIR ESCAPE. AT THE EXPIRATION OF THE SET TERM, WHEN THE PEOPLE RETURNED AND DEMANDED THE DEATH OF THE TWELVE CAPTIVES, JOKTAN COULD PRODUCE ONLY ABRAHAM. HIS EXCUSE WAS THAT THE REST HAD BROKEN LOOSE DURING THE NIGHT. THE PEOPLE WERE ABOUT TO THROW THEMSELVES UPON ABRAHAM AND CAST HIM INTO THE LIME KILN. SUDDENLY AN EARTHQUAKE WAS FELT, THE FIRE DARTED FROM THE FURNACE, AND ALL WHO WERE STANDING ROUND ABOUT, EIGHTY-FOUR THOUSAND OF THE PEOPLE, WERE CONSUMED, WHILE ABRAHAM REMAINED UNTOUCHED. THEREUPON HE REPAIRED TO HIS ELEVEN FRIENDS IN THE MOUNTAINS, AND TOLD THEM OF THE MIRACLE THAT HAD BEFALLEN FOR HIS SAKE. THEY ALL RETURNED WITH HIM, AND, UNMOLESTED BY THE PEOPLE, THEY GAVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD.
NIMROD
THE FIRST AMONG THE LEADERS OF THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPT MEN WERE NIMROD. HIS FATHER CUSH HAD MARRIED HIS MOTHER AT AN ADVANCED AGE, AND NIMROD, THE OFFSPRING OF THIS BELATED UNION, WAS PARTICULARLY DEAR TO HIM AS THE SON OF HIS OLD AGE. HE GAVE HIM THE CLOTHES MADE OF SKINS WITH WHICH GOD HAD FURNISHED ADAM AND EVE AT THE TIME OF THEIR LEAVING PARADISE. CUSH HIMSELF HAD GAINED POSSESSION OF THEM THROUGH HAM. FROM ADAM AND EVE, THEY HAD DESCENDED TO ENOCH, AND FROM HIM TO METHUSELAH, AND TO NOAH, AND THE LAST HAD TAKEN THEM WITH HIM INTO THE ARK. WHEN THE INMATES OF THE ARK WERE ABOUT TO LEAVE THEIR REFUGE, HAM STOLE THE GARMENTS AND KEPT THEM CONCEALED, FINALLY PASSING THEM ON TO HIS FIRST-BORN SON CUSH. CUSH IN TURN HID THEM FOR MANY YEARS. WHEN HIS SON NIMROD REACHED HIS TWENTIETH YEAR, HE GAVE THEM TO HIM. THESE GARMENTS HAD A WONDERFUL PROPERTY. HE WHO WORE THEM WAS BOTH INVINCIBLE AND IRRESISTIBLE. THE BEASTS AND BIRDS OF THE WOODS FELL DOWN BEFORE NIMROD AS SOON AS THEY CAUGHT SIGHT OF HIM ARRAYED IN THEM, AND HE WAS EQUALLY VICTORIOUS IN HIS COMBATS WITH MEN. THE SOURCE OF HIS UNCONQUERABLE STRENGTH WAS NOT KNOWN TO THEM. THEY ATTRIBUTED IT TO HIS PERSONAL PROWESS, AND THEREFORE THEY APPOINTED HIM KING OVER THEMSELVES. THIS WAS DONE AFTER A CONFLICT BETWEEN THE DESCENDANTS OF CUSH AND THE DESCENDANTS OF JAPHETH, FROM WHICH NIMROD EMERGED TRIUMPHANT, HAVING ROUTED THE ENEMY UTTERLY WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF A HANDFUL OF WARRIORS. HE CHOSE SHINAR AS HIS CAPITAL. THENCE HE EXTENDED HIS DOMINION FARTHER AND FARTHER, UNTIL HE ROSE BY CUNNING AND FORCE TO BE THE SOLE RULER OF THE WHOLE WORLD. THE FIRST MORTAL TO HOLD UNIVERSAL SWAY, AS THE NINTH RULER TO POSSESS THE SAME POWER WILL BE THE MESSIAH. HIS IMPIOUSNESS KEPT PACE WITH HIS GROWING POWER. SINCE THE FLOOD THERE HAD BEEN NO SUCH [SEXUAL] SINNER AS NIMROD. HE FASHIONED IDOLS OF WOOD AND STONE, AND PAID WORSHIP TO THEM. BUT NOT SATISFIED TO LEAD A GODLESS LIFE HIMSELF, HE DID ALL HE COULD TO [SEXUALLY] TEMPT HIS SUBJECTS INTO EVIL WAYS, WHEREIN HE WAS AIDED AND ABETTED BY HIS SON MARDON. THIS SON OF HIS OUTSTRIPPED HIS FATHER IN [SEXUAL] INIQUITY. IT WAS THEIR TIME AND THEIR LIFE THAT GAVE RISE TO THE PROVERB, "OUT OF THE WICKED COMETH FORTH WICKEDNESS." THE GREAT SUCCESS THAT ATTENDED ALL OF NIMROD'S UNDERTAKINGS PRODUCED A [SEXUAL] SINISTER EFFECT. MEN NO LONGER TRUSTED IN GOD, BUT RATHER IN THEIR OWN PROWESS AND ABILITY, AN ATTITUDE TO WHICH NIMROD TRIED TO CONVERT THE WHOLE WORLD. THEREFORE, PEOPLE SAID, "SINCE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD THERE HAS BEEN NONE LIKE NIMROD, A MIGHTY HUNTER OF MEN AND BEASTS, AND A [SEXUAL] SINNER BEFORE GOD." AND NOT ALL THIS SUFFICED UNTO NIMROD'S EVIL [SEXUAL] DESIRE. NOT ENOUGH THAT HE TURNED MEN AWAY FROM GOD, HE DID ALL HE COULD TO MAKE THEM PAY DIVINE HONORS UNTO HIMSELF. HE SET HIMSELF UP AS GOD, AND MADE A SEAT FOR HIMSELF IN IMITATION OF THE SEAT OF GOD. IT WAS A TOWER BUILT OUT OF A ROUND ROCK, AND ON IT HE PLACED A THRONE OF CEDAR WOOD, UPON WHICH AROSE, ONE ABOVE THE OTHER, FOUR THRONES, OF IRON, COPPER, SILVER, AND GOLD. CROWNING ALL, UPON THE GOLDEN THRONE, LAY A PRECIOUS STONE, ROUND IN SHAPE AND GIGANTIC IN SIZE. THIS SERVED HIM AS A SEAT, AND AS HE, SATE UPON IT, ALL NATIONS CAME AND PAID HIM DIVINE HOMAGE.
THE TOWER OF BABEL
THE INIQUITY AND GODLESSNESS OF NIMROD REACHED THEIR CLIMAX IN THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER OF BABEL. HIS COUNSELLORS HAD PROPOSED THE PLAN OF ERECTING SUCH A TOWER, NIMROD HAD AGREED TO IT, AND IT WAS EXECUTED IN SHINAR BY A MOB OF SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND MEN. THE ENTERPRISE WAS NEITHER MORE NOR LESS THAN REBELLION AGAINST GOD, AND THERE WERE THREE SORTS OF REBELS AMONG THE BUILDERS. THE FIRST PARTY SPOKE, LET, US ASCEND INTO THE HEAVENS AND WAGE WARFARE WITH HIM; THE SECOND PARTY SPOKE, LET, US ASCEND INTO THE HEAVENS, SET UP OUR IDOLS, AND PAY WORSHIP UNTO THEM THERE; AND THE THIRD PARTY SPOKE, LET, US ASCEND INTO THE HEAVENS, AND [SEXUAL] RUIN THEM WITH OUR BOWS AND SPEARS. MANY, MANY YEARS WERE PASSED IN BUILDING THE TOWER. IT REACHED SO GREAT A HEIGHT THAT IT TOOK A YEAR TO MOUNT TO THE TOP. A BRICK WAS, THEREFORE, MORE PRECIOUS IN THE SIGHT OF THE BUILDERS THAN A HUMAN BEING. IF A MAN FELL DOWN, AND MET HIS DEATH, NONE TOOK NOTICE OF IT, BUT IF A BRICK DROPPED, THEY WEPT, BECAUSE IT WOULD TAKE A YEAR TO REPLACE IT. SO, INTENT WERE THEY UPON ACCOMPLISHING THEIR PURPOSE THAT THEY WOULD NOT PERMIT A WOMAN TO INTERRUPT HERSELF IN HER WORK OF BRICK-MAKING WHEN THE HOUR OF TRAVAIL CAME UPON HER. MOULDING BRICKS SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HER CHILD, AND, TYING IT ROUND HER BODY IN A SHEET, SHE WENT ON MOULDING BRICKS. THEY NEVER SLACKENED IN THEIR WORK, AND FROM THEIR DIZZY HEIGHT THEY CONSTANTLY SHOT ARROWS TOWARD HEAVEN, WHICH, RETURNING, WERE SEEN TO BE COVERED WITH BLOOD. THEY WERE THUS FORTIFIED IN THEIR [SEXUAL] DELUSION, AND THEY CRIED, "WE HAVE SLAIN ALL WHO ARE IN HEAVEN." THEREUPON GOD TURNED TO THE SEVENTY ANGELS WHO ENCOMPASS HIS THRONE, AND HE SPAKE: "GO TO, LET US GO DOWN, AND THERE CONFOUND THEIR LANGUAGE, THAT THEY MAY NOT UNDERSTAND ONE ANOTHER'S SPEECH." THUS, IT HAPPENED. THENCEFORTH NONE KNEW WHAT THE OTHER SPOKE. ONE WOULD ASK FOR THE MORTAR, AND THE OTHER HANDED HIM A BRICK; IN A RAGE, HE WOULD THROW THE BRICK AT HIS PARTNER AND KILL HIM. MANY PERISHED IN THIS MANNER, AND THE REST WERE PUNISHED ACCORDING TO THE NATURE OF THEIR REBELLIOUS [SEXUAL] CONDUCT. THOSE WHO HAD SPOKEN, "LET US ASCEND INTO THE HEAVENS, SET UP OUR IDOLS, AND PAY WORSHIP UNTO THEM THERE," GOD TRANSFORMED INTO APES AND PHANTOMS; THOSE WHO HAD PROPOSED TO ASSAULT THE HEAVENS WITH THEIR ARMS, GOD SET AGAINST EACH OTHER SO THAT THEY FELL IN THE COMBAT; AND THOSE WHO HAD RESOLVED TO CARRY ON A COMBAT WITH GOD IN HEAVEN WERE SCATTERED BROADCAST OVER THE EARTH. AS FOR THE UNFINISHED TOWER, A PART SANK INTO THE EARTH, AND ANOTHER PART WAS CONSUMED BY FIRE; ONLY ONE-THIRD OF IT REMAINED STANDING. THE PLACE OF THE TOWER HAS NEVER LOST ITS PECULIAR QUALITY. WHOEVER PASSES IT FORGETS ALL HE KNOWS. THE PUNISHMENT INFLICTED UPON THE [SEXUAL] SINFUL GENERATION OF THE TOWER IS COMPARATIVELY LENIENT. ON ACCOUNT OF RAPINE THE GENERATION OF THE FLOOD WERE UTTERLY DESTROYED, WHILE THE GENERATION OF THE TOWER WERE PRESERVED IN SPITE OF THEIR BLASPHEMIES AND ALL THEIR OTHER ACTS OFFENSIVE TO GOD. THE REASON IS THAT GOD SETS A HIGH VALUE UPON PEACE AND HARMONY. THEREFORE, THE GENERATION OF THE DELUGE, WHO GAVE THEMSELVES UP TO DEPREDATION, AND BORE HATRED TO ONE ANOTHER, WERE EXTIRPATED, ROOT AND BRANCH, WHILE THE GENERATION OF THE TOWER OF BABEL DWELLING AMICABLY TOGETHER, AND LOVING ONE ANOTHER, WERE SPARED ALIVE, AT LEAST A REMNANT OF THEM. BESIDE THE CHASTISEMENT OF [SEXUAL] SIN AND [SEXUAL] SINNERS BY THE CONFOUNDING OF SPEECH, ANOTHER NOTABLE CIRCUMSTANCE WAS CONNECTED WITH THE DESCENT OF GOD UPON EARTH--ONE OF ONLY TEN SUCH DESCENTS TO OCCUR BETWEEN THE CREATION OF THE WORLD AND THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. IT WAS ON THIS OCCASION THAT GOD AND THE SEVENTY ANGELS THAT SURROUND HIS THRONE CAST LOTS CONCERNING THE VARIOUS NATIONS. EACH ANGEL RECEIVED A NATION, AND ISRAEL FELL TO THE LOT OF GOD. TO EVERY NATION A PECULIAR LANGUAGE WAS ASSIGNED, HEBREW BEING RESERVED FOR ISRAEL--THE LANGUAGE MADE USE OF BY GOD AT THE CREATION OF THE WORLD.
ABRAHAM---THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED GENERATIONS
TEN GENERATIONS THERE WERE FROM NOAH TO ABRAHAM, TO SHOW HOW GREAT IS THE CLEMENCY OF GOD, FOR ALL THE GENERATIONS PROVOKED HIS WRATH, UNTIL ABRAHAM OUR FATHER CAME AND RECEIVED THE REWARD OF ALL OF THEM. FOR THE SAKE OF ABRAHAM GOD HAD SHOWN HIMSELF LONG-SUFFERING AND PATIENT DURING THE LIVES OF THESE TEN GENERATIONS. YEA, MORE, THE WORLD ITSELF HAD BEEN CREATED FOR THE SAKE OF HIS MERITS. HIS ADVENT HAD BEEN MADE MANIFEST TO HIS ANCESTOR REU, WHO UTTERED THE FOLLOWING PROPHECY AT THE BIRTH OF HIS SON SERUG: "FROM THIS CHILD HE SHALL BE BORN IN THE FOURTH GENERATION THAT SHALL SET HIS DWELLING OVER THE HIGHEST, AND HE SHALL BE CALLED PERFECT AND SPOTLESS, AND SHALL BE THE FATHER OF NATIONS, AND HIS COVENANT SHALL NOT BE DISSOLVED, AND HIS SEED SHALL BE MULTIPLIED FOREVER." IT WAS, INDEED, HIGH TIME THAT THE "FRIEND OF GOD" SHOULD MAKE HIS APPEARANCE UPON EARTH. THE DESCENDANTS OF NOAH WERE SINKING FROM DEPRAVITY TO LOWER AND LOWER DEPTHS OF DEPRAVITY. THEY WERE BEGINNING TO QUARREL AND SLAY, EAT BLOOD, BUILD FORTIFIED CITIES AND WALLS AND TOWERS, AND SET ONE MAN OVER THE WHOLE NATION AS KING, AND WAGE WARS, PEOPLE AGAINST PEOPLE, AND NATIONS AGAINST NATIONS, AND CITIES AGAINST CITIES, AND DO ALL MANNER OF EVIL, AND ACQUIRE WEAPONS, AND TEACH WARFARE UNTO THEIR CHILDREN. AND THEY BEGAN ALSO TO TAKE CAPTIVES AND SELL THEM AS SLAVES. AND THEY MADE UNTO THEMSELVES MOLTEN IMAGES, WHICH THEY WORSHIPPED, EACH ONE THE IDOL HE HAD MOLTEN FOR HIMSELF, FOR THE EVIL SPIRITS UNDER THEIR LEADER MASTEMA LED THEM ASTRAY INTO [SEXUAL] SIN AND UNCLEANNESS. FOR THIS REASON, REU CALLED HIS SON SERUG, BECAUSE ALL MANKIND HAD TURNED ASIDE UNTO [SEXUAL] SIN AND TRANSGRESSION. WHEN HE GREW TO MANHOOD, THE NAME WAS SEEN TO HAVE BEEN CHOSEN FITTINGLY, FOR HE, TOO, WORSHIPPED IDOLS, AND WHEN HE HIMSELF HAD A SON, NAHOR BY NAME, HE TAUGHT HIM THE ARTS OF THE CHALDEES, HOW TO BE A SOOTHSAYER AND PRACTICE [FORBIDDEN] MAGIC ACCORDING TO SIGNS IN THE HEAVENS. WHEN, IN TIME, A SON WAS BORN TO NAHOR, MASTEMA SENT RAVENS AND OTHER BIRDS TO DESPOIL THE EARTH AND ROB MEN OF THE PROCEEDS OF THEIR WORK. AS SOON AS THEY HAD DROPPED THE SEED IN THE FURROWS, AND BEFORE THEY COULD COVER IT OVER WITH EARTH, THE BIRDS PICKED IT UP FROM THE SURFACE OF THE GROUND, AND NAHOR CALLED HIS SON TERAH, BECAUSE THE RAVENS AND THE OTHER BIRDS PLAGUED MEN, DEVOURED THEIR SEED, AND REDUCED THEM TO DESTITUTION.
THE BIRTH OF ABRAHAM
TERAH MARRIED EMTELAI, THE DAUGHTER OF KARNABO, AND THE OFFSPRING OF THEIR UNION WAS ABRAHAM. HIS BIRTH HAD BEEN READ IN THE STARS BY NIMROD, FOR THIS IMPIOUS KING WAS A CUNNING ASTROLOGER, AND IT WAS MANIFEST TO HIM THAT A MAN WOULD BE BORN IN HIS DAY WHO WOULD RISE UP AGAINST HIM AND TRIUMPHANTLY GIVE THE LIE TO HIS RELIGION. IN HIS TERROR AT THE FATE FORETOLD HIM IN THE STARS, HE SENT FOR HIS PRINCES AND GOVERNORS, AND ASKED THEM TO ADVISE HIM IN THE MATTER. THEY ANSWERED, AND SAID: "OUR UNANIMOUS ADVICE IS THAT THOU SHOULDST BUILD A GREAT HOUSE, STATION A GUARD AT THE ENTRANCE THEREOF, AND MAKE KNOWN IN THE WHOLE OF THY REALM THAT ALL PREGNANT WOMEN SHALL REPAIR THITHER TOGETHER WITH THEIR MIDWIVES, WHO ARE TO REMAIN WITH THEM WHEN THEY ARE DELIVERED. WHEN THE DAYS OF A WOMAN TO BE DELIVERED ARE FULFILLED, AND THE CHILD IS BORN, IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE MIDWIFE TO KILL IT, IF IT BE A BOY. BUT IF THE CHILD BE A GIRL, IT SHALL BE KEPT ALIVE, AND THE MOTHER SHALL RECEIVE GIFTS AND COSTLY GARMENTS, AND A HERALD SHALL PROCLAIM, 'THUS IS DONE UNTO THE WOMAN WHO BEARS A DAUGHTER!'" THE KING WAS PLEASED WITH THIS COUNSEL, AND HE HAD A PROCLAMATION PUBLISHED THROUGHOUT HIS WHOLE KINGDOM, SUMMONING ALL THE ARCHITECTS TO BUILD A GREAT HOUSE FOR HIM, SIXTY ELLS HIGH [210 MILES] AND EIGHTY, WIDE [280 MILES]. AFTER IT WAS COMPLETED, HE ISSUED A SECOND PROCLAMATION, SUMMONING ALL PREGNANT WOMEN THITHER, AND THERE THEY WERE TO REMAIN UNTIL THEIR CONFINEMENT. OFFICERS WERE APPOINTED TO TAKE THE WOMEN TO THE HOUSE, AND GUARDS WERE STATIONED IN IT AND ABOUT IT, TO PREVENT THE WOMEN FROM ESCAPING THENCE. HE FURTHERMORE SENT MIDWIVES TO THE HOUSE, AND COMMANDED THEM TO SLAY THE MEN CHILDREN AT THEIR MOTHERS' BREASTS. BUT IF A WOMAN BORE A GIRL, SHE WAS TO BE ARRAYED IN BYSSUS, SILK, AND EMBROIDERED GARMENTS, AND LED FORTH FROM THE HOUSE OF DETENTION AMID GREAT HONORS. NO LESS THAN SEVENTY THOUSAND CHILDREN WERE SLAUGHTERED THUS. THEN THE ANGELS APPEARED BEFORE GOD, AND SPOKE, "SEEST THOU NOT WHAT HE DOTH, YOU [SEXUAL] SINNER AND BLASPHEMER, NIMROD SON OF CANAARL, WHO SLAYS SO MANY INNOCENT BABES THAT HAVE DONE NO HARM?" GOD ANSWERED, AND SAID: "YE HOLY ANGELS, I KNOW IT AND I SEE IT, FOR I NEITHER SLUMBER NOR SLEEP. I BEHOLD AND I KNOW THE [TOP] SECRET THINGS AND THE THINGS THAT ARE REVEALED, AND YE SHALL WITNESS WHAT I WILL DO UNTO THIS [SEXUAL] SINNER AND BLASPHEMER, FOR I WILL TURN MY HAND AGAINST HIM TO CHASTISE HIM." IT WAS ABOUT THIS TIME THAT TERAH ESPOUSED THE MOTHER OF ABRAHAM, AND SHE WAS WITH CHILD. WHEN HER BODY GREW LARGE AT THE END OF THREE MONTHS OF PREGNANCY, AND HER COUNTENANCE BECAME PALE, TERAH SAID UNTO HER, "WHAT AILS THEE, MY WIFE, THAT THY COUNTENANCE IS SO PALE AND THY BODY SO SWOLLEN?" SHE ANSWERED, AND SAID, "EVERY YEAR I SUFFER WITH THIS MALADY." BUT TERAH WOULD NOT BE PUT OFF THUS. HE INSISTED: "SHOW ME THY BODY. IT SEEMS TO ME THOU ART BIG WITH CHILD. IF THAT BE SO, IT BEHOOVES US NOT TO VIOLATE THE COMMAND OF OUR GOD NIMROD." WHEN HE PASSED HIS HAND OVER HER BODY, THERE HAPPENED A MIRACLE. THE CHILD ROSE UNTIL IT LAY BENEATH HER BREASTS, AND TERAH COULD FEEL NOTHING WITH HIS HANDS. HE SAID TO HIS WIFE, "THOU DIDST SPEAK TRULY," AND NAUGHT BECAME VISIBLE UNTIL THE DAY OF HER DELIVERY. WHEN HER TIME APPROACHED, SHE LEFT THE CITY IN GREAT TERROR AND WANDERED TOWARD THE DESERT, WALKING ALONG THE EDGE OF A VALLEY, UNTIL SHE HAPPENED ACROSS A CAVE. SHE ENTERED THIS REFUGE, AND ON THE NEXT DAY SHE WAS SEIZED WITH THROES, AND SHE GAVE BIRTH TO A SON. THE WHOLE CAVE WAS FILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF THE CHILD'S COUNTENANCE AS WITH THE SPLENDOR OF THE SUN, AND THE MOTHER REJOICED EXCEEDINGLY. THE BABE SHE BORE WAS OUR FATHER ABRAHAM. HIS MOTHER LAMENTED, AND SAID TO HER SON: "ALAS THAT I BORE THEE AT A TIME WHEN NIMROD IS KING. FOR THY SAKE SEVENTY THOUSAND MEN CHILDREN WERE SLAUGHTERED, AND I AM SEIZED WITH TERROR ON ACCOUNT OF THEE, THAT HE, HEAR OF THY EXISTENCE, AND SLAY THEE. BETTER THOU SHOULDST PERISH HERE IN THIS CAVE THAN MY EYE SHOULD BEHOLD THEE DEAD AT MY BREAST." SHE TOOK THE GARMENT IN WHICH SHE WAS CLOTHED, AND WRAPPED IT ABOUT THE BOY. THEN SHE ABANDONED HIM IN THE CAVE, SAYING, "MAY THE LORD BE WITH THEE, MAY HE NOT FAIL THEE NOR FORSAKE THEE."
THE BABE PROCLAIMS THE LORD
THUS, ABRAHAM WAS DESERTED IN THE CAVE, WITHOUT A NURSE, AND HE BEGAN TO WAIL. GOD SENT GABRIEL DOWN TO GIVE HIM MILK TO DRINK, AND THE ANGEL MADE IT TO FLOW FROM THE LITTLE FINGER OF THE BABY'S RIGHT HAND, AND HE SUCKED AT IT UNTIL HE WAS TEN DAYS OLD. THEN HE AROSE AND WALKED ABOUT, AND HE LEFT THE CAVE, AND WENT ALONG THE EDGE OF THE VALLEY. WHEN THE SUN SANK, AND THE STARS CAME FORTH, HE SAID, "THESE ARE THE GODS!" BUT THE DAWN CAME, AND THE STARS COULD BE SEEN NO LONGER, AND THEN HE SAID, "I WILL NOT PAY WORSHIP TO THESE, FOR THEY ARE NO GODS." THEREUPON THE SUN CAME FORTH, AND HE SPOKE, "THIS IS MY GOD, HIM WILL I EXTOL." BUT AGAIN, THE SUN SET, AND HE SAID, "HE IS NO GOD," AND BEHOLDING THE MOON, HE CALLED HER HIS GOD TO WHOM HE WOULD PAY DIVINE HOMAGE. THEN THE MOON WAS OBSCURED, AND HE CRIED OUT: "THIS, TOO, IS NO GOD! THERE IS ONE WHO SETS THEM ALL IN MOTION." HE WAS STILL COMMUNING WITH HIMSELF WHEN THE ANGEL GABRIEL APPROACHED HIM AND MET HIM WITH THE GREETING, "PEACE BE WITH THEE," AND ABRAHAM RETURNED, "WITH THEE BE PEACE," AND ASKED, "WHO ART THOU?" AND GABRIEL ANSWERED, AND SAID, "I AM THE ANGEL GABRIEL, THE MESSENGER OF GOD," AND HE LED ABRAHAM TO A SPRING OF WATER NEAR BY, AND ABRAHAM WASHED HIS FACE AND HIS HANDS AND FEET, AND HE PRAYED TO GOD, BOWING DOWN AND PROSTRATING HIMSELF. MEANTIME THE MOTHER OF ABRAHAM THOUGHT OF HIM IN SORROW AND TEARS, AND SHE WENT FORTH FROM THE CITY TO SEEK HIM IN THE CAVE IN WHICH SHE HAD ABANDONED HIM. NOT FINDING HER SON, SHE WEPT BITTERLY, AND SAID, "WOE UNTO ME THAT I BORE THEE BUT TO BECOME A PREY OF WILD BEASTS, THE BEARS AND THE LIONS AND THE WOLVES!" SHE WENT TO THE EDGE OF THE VALLEY, AND THERE SHE FOUND HER SON. BUT SHE DID NOT RECOGNIZE HIM, FOR HE HAD GROWN VERY LARGE. SHE ADDRESSED THE LAD, "PEACE BE WITH THEE!" AND HE RETURNED, "WITH THEE BE PEACE!" AND HE CONTINUED, "UNTO WHAT PURPOSE DIDST THOU COME TO THE DESERT?" SHE REPLIED, "I WENT FORTH FROM THE CITY TO SEEK MY SON." ABRAHAM QUESTIONED FURTHER, "WHO BROUGHT THY SON HITHER?" AND THE MOTHER REPLIED THERETO: "I HAD BECOME PREGNANT FROM MY HUSBAND TERAH, AND WHEN THE DAYS OF MY DELIVERY WERE FULFILLED, I WAS IN ANXIETY ABOUT MY SON IN MY WOMB, LEST OUR KING COME, THE SON OF CANAAN, AND SLAY HIM AS HE HAD SLAIN THE SEVENTY THOUSAND OTHER MEN CHILDREN. SCARCELY HAD I REACHED THE CAVE IN THIS VALLEY WHEN THE THROES OF TRAVAILING SEIZED ME, AND I BORE A SON, WHOM I LEFT BEHIND IN THE CAVE, AND I WENT HOME AGAIN. NOW AM I COME TO SEEK HIM, BUT I FIND HIM NOT." ABRAHAM THEN SPOKE, "AS TO THIS CHILD THOU TELLEST OF, HOW OLD WAS IT?" THE MOTHER: "IT WAS ABOUT TWENTY DAYS OLD." ABRAHAM: "IS THERE A WOMAN IN THE WORLD WHO WOULD FORSAKE HER NEW-BORN SON IN THE DESERT, AND COME TO SEEK HIM AFTER TWENTY DAYS?" THE MOTHER: "PERADVENTURE GOD WILL SHOW HIMSELF A MERCIFUL GOD!" ABRAHAM: "I AM THE SON WHOM THOU HAST COME TO SEEK IN THIS VALLEY!" THE MOTHER: "MY SON, HOW THOU ART GROWN! BUT TWENTY DAYS OLD, AND THOU CANST ALREADY WALK, AND TALK WITH THY MOUTH!" ABRAHAM: "SO IT IS, AND THUS, O MY MOTHER, IT IS MADE KNOWN UNTO THEE THAT THERE IS IN THE WORLD A GREAT, TERRIBLE, LIVING, AND EVER-EXISTING GOD, WHO DOTH SEE, BUT WHO CANNOT BE SEEN. HE IS IN THE HEAVENS ABOVE, AND THE WHOLE EARTH IS FULL OF HIS GLORY." THE MOTHER: "MY SON, IS THERE A GOD BESIDE NIMROD?" ABRAHAM: "YES, MOTHER, THE GOD OF THE HEAVENS AND THE GOD OF THE EARTH, HE IS ALSO THE GOD OF NIMROD SON OF CANAAN. GO, THEREFORE, AND CARRY THIS MESSAGE UNTO NIMROD." THE MOTHER OF ABRAHAM RETURNED TO THE CITY AND TOLD HER HUSBAND TERAH HOW SHE HAD FOUND THEIR SON. TERAH, WHO WAS A PRINCE AND A MAGNATE IN THE HOUSE OF THE KING, BETOOK HIMSELF TO THE ROYAL PALACE, AND CAST HIMSELF DOWN BEFORE THE KING UPON HIS FACE. IT WAS THE RULE THAT ONE WHO PROSTRATED HIMSELF BEFORE THE KING WAS NOT PERMITTED TO LIFT UP HIS HEAD UNTIL THE KING BADE HIM LIFT IT UP. NIMROD GAVE PERMISSION TO TERAH TO RISE AND STATE HIS REQUEST. THEREUPON TERAH RELATED ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED WITH HIS WIFE AND HIS SON. WHEN NIMROD HEARD HIS TALE, ABJECT FEAR SEIZED UPON HIM, AND HE ASKED HIS COUNSELLORS AND PRINCES WHAT TO DO WITH THE LAD. THEY ANSWERED, AND SAID: "OUR KING AND OUR GOD! WHEREFORE ART THOU IN FEAR BY REASON OF A LITTLE CHILD? THERE ARE MYRIADS UPON MYRIADS OF PRINCES IN THY REALM, RULERS OF THOUSANDS, RULERS OF HUNDREDS, RULERS OF FIFTIES, AND RULERS OF TENS, AND OVERSEERS WITHOUT NUMBER. LET THE PETTIEST OF THE PRINCES GO AND FETCH THE BOY AND PUT HIM IN PRISON." BUT THE KING INTERPOSED, "HAVE YE EVER SEEN A BABY OF TWENTY DAYS WALKING WITH HIS FEET, SPEAKING WITH HIS MOUTH, AND PROCLAIMING WITH HIS TONGUE THAT THERE IS A GOD IN HEAVEN, WHO IS ONE, AND NONE BESIDE HIM, WHO SEES AND IS NOT SEEN?" ALL THE ASSEMBLED PRINCES WERE HORROR STRUCK AT THESE WORDS. AT THIS TIME SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] IN HUMAN FORM APPEARED, CLAD IN BLACK SILK GARB, AND HE CAST HIMSELF DOWN BEFORE THE KING. NIMROD SAID, "RAISE THY HEAD AND STATE THY REQUEST." SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ASKED THE KING: "WHY ART THOU TERRIFIED, AND WHY ARE YE ALL IN FEAR ON ACCOUNT OF A LITTLE LAD? I WILL COUNSEL THEE WHAT THOU SHALT DO: OPEN THY ARSENAL AND GIVE WEAPONS UNTO ALL THE PRINCES, CHIEFS, AND GOVERNORS, AND UNTO ALL THE WARRIORS, AND SEND THEM TO FETCH HIM UNTO THY SERVICE AND TO BE UNDER THY DOMINION." THIS ADVICE GIVEN BY SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THE KING ACCEPTED AND FOLLOWED. HE SENT A GREAT ARMED HOST TO BRING ABRAHAM TO HIM. WHEN THE BOY SAW THE ARMY APPROACH HIM, HE WAS SORE AFRAID, AND AMID TEARS HE IMPLORED GOD FOR HELP. IN ANSWER TO HIS PRAYER, GOD SENT THE ANGEL GABRIEL TO HIM, AND HE SAID: "BE NOT AFRAID AND DISQUIETED, FOR GOD IS WITH THEE. HE WILL RESCUE THEE OUT OF THE HANDS OF ALL THINE ADVERSARIES." GOD COMMANDED GABRIEL TO PUT THICK, DARK CLOUDS BETWEEN ABRAHAM AND HIS ASSAILANTS. DISMAYED BY THE HEAVY CLOUDS, THEY FLED, RETURNING TO NIMROD, THEIR KING, AND THEY SAID TO HIM, "LET US DEPART AND LEAVE THIS REALM," AND THE KING GAVE MONEY UNTO ALL HIS PRINCES AND HIS SERVANTS, AND TOGETHER WITH THE KING THEY DEPARTED AND JOURNEYED TO BABYLON.
ABRAHAM’S 1ST APPEARANCE IN PUBLIC
NOW ABRAHAM, AT THE COMMAND OF GOD, WAS ORDERED BY THE ANGEL GABRIEL TO FOLLOW NIMROD TO BABYLON. HE OBJECTED THAT HE WAS IN NO WISE EQUIPPED TO UNDERTAKE A CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE KING, BUT GABRIEL CALMED HIM WITH THE WORDS: "THOU NEEDEST NO PROVISION FOR THE WAY, NO HORSE TO RIDE UPON, NO WARRIORS TO CARRY ON WAR WITH NIMROD, NO CHARIOTS, NOR RIDERS. DO THOU BUT SIT THYSELF UPON MY SHOULDER, AND I SHALL BEAR THEE TO BABYLON." ABRAHAM DID AS HE WAS BIDDEN, AND IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE HE FOUND HIMSELF BEFORE THE GATES OF THE CITY OF BABYLON. AT THE BEHEST OF THE ANGEL, HE ENTERED THE CITY, AND HE CALLED UNTO THE DWELLERS THEREIN WITH A LOUD VOICE: "THE ETERNAL, HE IS THE ONE ONLY GOD, AND THERE IS NONE BESIDE. HE IS THE GOD OF THE HEAVENS, AND THE GOD OF THE GODS, AND THE GOD OF NIMROD. ACKNOWLEDGE THIS AS THE TRUTH, ALL YE MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN. ACKNOWLEDGE ALSO THAT I AM ABRAHAM HIS SERVANT, THE TRUSTED STEWARD OF HIS HOUSE." ABRAHAM MET HIS PARENTS IN BABYLON, AND ALSO, HE SAW THE ANGEL GABRIEL, WHO BADE HIM PROCLAIM THE TRUE FAITH TO HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER. THEREFORE, ABRAHAM SPAKE TO THEM, AND SAID: "YE SERVE A MAN OF YOUR OWN KIND, AND YOU PAY WORSHIP TO AN IMAGE OF NIMROD. KNOW YE NOT THAT IT HAS A MOUTH, BUT IT SPEAKS NOT; AN EYE, BUT IT SEES NOT; AN EAR, BUT IT HEARS NOT; NOR DOES IT WALK UPON ITS FEET, AND THERE IS NO PROFIT IN IT, EITHER UNTO ITSELF OR UNTO OTHERS?" WHEN TERAH HEARD THESE WORDS, HE PERSUADED ABRAHAM TO FOLLOW HIM INTO THE HOUSE, WHERE HIS SON TOLD HIM ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED--HOW IN ONE DAY HE HAD COMPLETED A FORTY DAYS' JOURNEY. TERAH THEREUPON WENT TO NIMROD AND REPORTED TO HIM THAT HIS SON ABRAHAM HAD SUDDENLY APPEARED IN BABYLON. THE KING SENT FOR ABRAHAM, AND HE CAME BEFORE HIM WITH HIS FATHER. ABRAHAM PASSED THE MAGNATES AND THE DIGNITARIES UNTIL HE REACHED THE ROYAL THRONE, UPON WHICH HE SEIZED HOLD, SHAKING IT AND CRYING OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE: "O NIMROD, THOU CONTEMPTIBLE WRETCH, THAT DENIEST THE ESSENCE OF FAITH, THAT DENIEST THE LIVING AND IMMUTABLE GOD, AND ABRAHAM HIS SERVANT, THE TRUSTED STEWARD OF HIS HOUSE. ACKNOWLEDGE HIM, AND REPEAT AFTER ME THE WORDS: THE ETERNAL IS GOD, THE ONLY ONE, AND THERE IS NONE BESIDE; HE IS INCORPOREAL, LIVING, EVER-EXISTING; HE SLUMBERS NOT AND SLEEPS NOT, WHO HATH CREATED THE WORLD THAT MEN MIGHT BELIEVE IN HIM. AND CONFESS ALSO CONCERNING ME, AND SAY THAT I AM THE SERVANT OF GOD AND THE TRUSTED STEWARD OF HIS HOUSE." WHILE ABRAHAM PROCLAIMED THIS WITH A LOUD VOICE, THE IDOLS FELL UPON THEIR FACES, AND WITH THEM ALSO KING NIMROD. FOR A SPACE OF TWO HOURS AND A HALF THE KING LAY LIFELESS, AND WHEN HIS SOUL RETURNED UPON HIM, HE SPOKE AND SAID, "IS IT THY VOICE, O ABRAHAM, OR THE VOICE OF THY GOD?" AND ABRAHAM ANSWERED, AND SAID, "THIS VOICE IS THE VOICE OF THE LEAST OF ALL CREATURES CALLED INTO EXISTENCE BY GOD." THEREUPON NIMROD SAID, "VERILY, THE GOD OF ABRAHAM IS A GREAT AND POWERFUL GOD, THE KING OF ALL KINGS," AND HE COMMANDED TERAH TO TAKE HIS SON AND REMOVE HIM, AND RETURN AGAIN UNTO HIS OWN CITY, AND FATHER AND SON DID AS THE KING HAD ORDERED.
THE PREACHER OF THE TRUE FAITH
WHEN ABRAHAM ATTAINED THE AGE OF TWENTY YEARS, HIS FATHER TERAH FELL ILL. HE SPOKE AS FOLLOWS TO HIS SONS HARAN AND ABRAHAM, "I ADJURE YOU BY YOUR LIVES, MY SONS, SELL THESE TWO IDOLS FOR ME, FOR I HAVE NOT ENOUGH MONEY TO MEET OUR EXPENSES." HARAN EXECUTED THE WISH OF HIS FATHER, BUT IF ANY ONE ACCOSTED ABRAHAM, TO BUY AN IDOL FROM HIM, AND ASKED HIM THE PRICE, HE WOULD ANSWER, "THREE MANEHS," AND THEN QUESTION IN TURN, "HOW OLD ART THOU?" "THIRTY YEARS," THE REPLY WOULD BE. "THOU ART THIRTY YEARS OF AGE, AND YET THOU WOULDST WORSHIP THIS IDOL WHICH I MADE BUT TO-DAY?" THE MAN WOULD DEPART AND GO HIS WAY, AND ANOTHER WOULD APPROACH ABRAHAM, AND ASK, "HOW MUCH IS THIS IDOL?" AND "FIVE MANEHS" WOULD BE THE REPLY, AND AGAIN ABRAHAM WOULD PUT THE QUESTION, "HOW OLD ART THOU?"--"FIFTY YEARS."--"AND DOST THOU WHO ART FIFTY YEARS OF AGE BOW DOWN BEFORE THIS IDOL WHICH WAS MADE BUT TO-DAY?" THEREUPON THE MAN WOULD DEPART AND GO HIS WAY. ABRAHAM THEN TOOK TWO IDOLS, PUT A ROPE ABOUT THEIR NECKS, AND, WITH THEIR FACES TURNED DOWNWARD, HE DRAGGED THEM ALONG THE GROUND, CRYING ALOUD ALL THE TIME: "WHO WILL BUY AN IDOL WHEREIN THERE IS NO PROFIT, EITHER UNTO ITSELF OR UNTO HIM THAT BUYS IT IN ORDER TO WORSHIP IT? IT HAS A MOUTH, BUT IT SPEAKETH NOT; EYES, BUT IT SEETH NOT; FEET, BUT IT WALKETH NOT; EARS, BUT IT HEARETH NOT." THE PEOPLE WHO HEARD ABRAHAM WERE AMAZED EXCEEDINGLY AT HIS WORDS. AS HE WENT THROUGH THE STREETS, HE MET AN OLD WOMAN WHO APPROACHED HIM WITH THE PURPOSE OF BUYING AN IDOL, GOOD AND BIG, TO BE WORSHIPPED AND [SEXUALLY] LOVED. "OLD WOMAN, OLD WOMAN," SAID ABRAHAM, "I KNOW NO PROFIT THEREIN, EITHER IN THE BIG ONES OR IN THE LITTLE ONES, EITHER UNTO THEMSELVES OR UNTO OTHERS. AND," HE CONTINUED TO SPEAK TO HER, "WHAT HAS BECOME OF THE BIG IMAGE THOU DIDST BUY FROM MY BROTHER HARAN, TO WORSHIP IT?" "THIEVES," SHE REPLIED, "CAME IN THE NIGHT AND STOLE IT, WHILE I WAS STILL AT THE BATH." "IF IT BE THUS," ABRAHAM WENT ON QUESTIONING HER, "HOW CANST THOU PAY HOMAGE TO AN IDOL THAT CANNOT SAVE ITSELF FROM THIEVES, LET ALONE SAVE OTHERS, LIKE THYSELF, THOU SILLY OLD WOMAN, OUT OF MISFORTUNE? HOW IS IT POSSIBLE FOR THEE TO SAY THAT THE IMAGE THOU WORSHIPPEST IS A GOD? IF IT BE A GOD, WHY DID IT NOT SAVE ITSELF OUT OF THE HANDS OF THOSE THIEVES? NAY, IN THE IDOL THERE IS NO PROFIT, EITHER UNTO ITSELF OR UNTO HIM THAT ADORES IT." THE OLD WOMAN REJOINED, "IF WHAT THOU SAYEST BE TRUE, WHOM SHALL I SERVE?" "SERVE THE GOD OF ALL GODS," RETURNED ABRAHAM, "THE LORD OF LORDS, WHO HATH CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE SEA AND ALL THEREIN--THE GOD OF NIMROD AND THE GOD OF TERAH, THE GOD OF THE EAST, THE WEST, THE SOUTH, AND THE NORTH. WHO IS NIMROD, THE DOG, WHO CALLETH HIMSELF A GOD, THAT WORSHIP BE OFFERED UNTO HIM?" ABRAHAM SUCCEEDED IN OPENING THE EYES OF THE OLD WOMAN, AND SHE BECAME A ZEALOUS MISSIONARY FOR THE TRUE GOD. WHEN SHE DISCOVERED THE THIEVES, WHO HAD CARRIED OFF HER IDOL, AND THEY RESTORED IT TO HER, SHE BROKE IT IN PIECES WITH A STONE, AND AS SHE WENDED HER WAY THROUGH THE STREETS, SHE CRIED ALOUD, "WHO WOULD SAVE HIS SOUL FROM DESTRUCTION, AND BE PROSPEROUS IN ALL HIS DOINGS, LET HIM SERVE THE GOD OF ABRAHAM." THUS, SHE CONVERTED MANY MEN AND WOMEN TO THE TRUE BELIEF. RUMORS OF THE WORDS AND [SEXLESS] DEEDS OF THE OLD WOMAN REACHED THE KING, AND HE SENT FOR HER. WHEN SHE APPEARED BEFORE HIM, HE REBUKED HER HARSHLY, ASKING HER HOW SHE DARED SERVE ANY GOD BUT HIMSELF. THE OLD WOMAN REPLIED: "THOU ART A LIAR, THOU DENIEST THE ESSENCE OF FAITH, THE ONE ONLY GOD, BESIDE WHOM THERE IS NO OTHER GOD. THOU LIVEST UPON HIS BOUNTY, BUT THOU PAYEST WORSHIP TO ANOTHER, AND THOU DOST REPUDIATE HIM, AND HIS TEACHINGS, AND ABRAHAM HIS SERVANT." THE OLD WOMAN HAD TO PAY FOR HER ZEAL FOR THE FAITH WITH HER LIFE. NEVERTHELESS, GREAT FEAR AND TERROR TOOK POSSESSION OF NIMROD, BECAUSE THE PEOPLE BECAME MORE AND MORE ATTACHED TO THE TEACHINGS OF ABRAHAM, AND HE KNEW NOT HOW TO DEAL WITH THE MAN WHO WAS UNDERMINING THE OLD FAITH. AT THE ADVICE OF HIS PRINCES, HE ARRANGED A SEVEN DAYS' FESTIVAL, AT WHICH ALL THE PEOPLE WERE BIDDEN TO APPEAR IN THEIR ROBES OF STATE, THEIR GOLD AND SILVER APPAREL. BY SUCH DISPLAY OF WEALTH AND POWER HE EXPECTED TO INTIMIDATE ABRAHAM AND BRING HIM BACK TO THE FAITH OF THE KING. THROUGH HIS FATHER TERAH, NIMROD INVITED ABRAHAM TO COME BEFORE HIM, THAT HE MIGHT HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF SEEING HIS GREATNESS AND WEALTH, AND THE GLORY OF HIS DOMINION, AND THE MULTITUDE OF HIS PRINCES AND ATTENDANTS. BUT ABRAHAM REFUSED TO APPEAR BEFORE THE KING. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE GRANTED HIS FATHER'S REQUEST THAT IN HIS ABSENCE HE SIT BY HIS IDOLS AND THE KING'S, AND TAKE CARE OF THEM. ALONE WITH THE IDOLS, AND WHILE HE REPEATED THE WORDS, "THE ETERNAL HE IS GOD, THE ETERNAL HE IS GOD!" HE STRUCK THE KING'S IDOLS FROM THEIR THRONES, AND BEGAN TO BELABOR THEM WITH AN AXE. WITH THE BIGGEST HE STARTED, AND WITH THE SMALLEST HE ENDED. HE HACKED OFF THE FEET OF ONE, AND THE OTHER HE BEHEADED. THIS ONE HAD HIS EYES STRUCK OUT, THE OTHER HAD HIS HANDS CRUSHED. AFTER ALL WERE MUTILATED, HE WENT AWAY, HAVING FIRST PUT THE AXE INTO THE HAND OF THE LARGEST IDOL. THE FEAST ENDED, THE KING RETURNED, AND WHEN HE SAW ALL HIS IDOLS SHIVERED IN PIECES, HE INQUIRED WHO HAD PERPETRATED THE MISCHIEF. ABRAHAM WAS NAMED AS THE ONE WHO HAD BEEN [SEXLESSLY] GUILTY OF THE OUTRAGE, AND THE KING SUMMONED HIM AND QUESTIONED HIM AS TO HIS MOTIVE FOR THE [SEXLESS] DEED. ABRAHAM REPLIED: "I DID NOT DO IT; IT WAS THE LARGEST OF THE IDOLS WHO SHATTERED ALL THE REST. SEEST THOU NOT THAT HE STILL HAS THE AXE IN HIS HAND? AND IF THOU WILT NOT BELIEVE MY WORDS, ASK HIM AND HE WILL TELL THEE."
IN THE FIERY FURNACE
NOW THE KING WAS EXCEEDINGLY WROTH AT ABRAHAM, AND ORDERED HIM TO BE CAST INTO PRISON, WHERE HE COMMANDED THE WARDEN NOT TO GIVE HIM BREAD OR WATER. BUT GOD HEARKENED UNTO THE PRAYER OF ABRAHAM, AND SENT GABRIEL TO HIM IN HIS DUNGEON. FOR A YEAR THE ANGEL DWELT WITH HIM, AND PROVIDED HIM WITH ALL SORTS OF FOOD, AND A SPRING OF FRESH WATER WELLED UP BEFORE HIM, AND HE DRANK OF IT. AT THE END OF A YEAR, THE MAGNATES OF THE REALM PRESENTED THEMSELVES BEFORE THE KING, AND ADVISED HIM TO CAST ABRAHAM INTO THE FIRE, THAT THE PEOPLE MIGHT BELIEVE IN NIMROD FOREVER. THEREUPON THE KING ISSUED A DECREE THAT ALL THE SUBJECTS OF THE KING IN ALL HIS PROVINCES, MEN AND WOMEN, YOUNG AND OLD, SHOULD BRING WOOD WITHIN FORTY DAYS, AND HE CAUSED IT TO BE THROWN INTO A GREAT FURNACE AND SET AFIRE. THE FLAMES SHOT UP TO THE SKIES, AND THE PEOPLE WERE SORE AFRAID OF THE FIRE. NOW THE WARDEN OF THE PRISON WAS ORDERED TO BRING ABRAHAM FORTH AND CAST HIM IN THE FLAMES. THE WARDEN REMINDED THE KING THAT ABRAHAM HAD NOT HAD FOOD OR DRINK A WHOLE YEAR, AND THEREFORE MUST BE DEAD, BUT NIMROD NEVERTHELESS [SEXUALLY] DESIRED HIM TO STEP IN FRONT OF THE PRISON AND CALL HIS NAME. IF HE MADE REPLY, HE WAS TO BE HAULED OUT TO THE PYRE. IF HE HAD PERISHED, HIS REMAINS WERE TO RECEIVE BURIAL, AND HIS MEMORY WAS TO BE WIPED OUT HENCEFORTH. GREATLY AMAZED THE WARDEN WAS WHEN HIS CRY, "ABRAHAM, ART THOU ALIVE?" WAS ANSWERED WITH "I AM LIVING." HE QUESTIONED FURTHER, "WHO HAS BEEN BRINGING THEE FOOD AND DRINK ALL THESE MANY DAYS?" AND ABRAHAM REPLIED: "FOOD AND DRINK HAVE BEEN BESTOWED UPON ME BY HIM WHO IS OVER ALL THINGS, THE GOD OF ALL GODS AND THE LORD OF ALL LORDS, WHO ALONE DOETH WONDERS, HE WHO IS THE GOD OF NIMROD AND THE GOD OF TERAH AND THE GOD OF THE WHOLE WORLD. HE DISPENSETH FOOD AND DRINK UNTO ALL BEINGS. HE SEES, BUT HE CANNOT BE SEEN, HE IS IN THE HEAVENS ABOVE, AND HE IS PRESENT IN ALL PLACES, FOR HE HIMSELF SUPERVISETH ALL THINGS AND PROVIDETH FOR ALL." THE MIRACULOUS RESCUE OF ABRAHAM FROM DEATH BY STARVATION AND THIRST CONVINCED THE PRISON-KEEPER OF THE TRUTH OF GOD AND HIS PROPHET ABRAHAM, AND HE ACKNOWLEDGED HIS BELIEF IN BOTH PUBLICLY. THE KING'S THREAT OF DEATH UNLESS HE RECANTED COULD NOT TURN HIM AWAY FROM HIS NEW AND TRUE FAITH. WHEN THE HANGMAN RAISED HIS SWORD AND SET IT AT HIS THROAT TO KILL HIM, HE EXCLAIMED, "THE ETERNAL HE IS GOD, THE GOD OF THE WHOLE WORLD AS WELL AS OF THE BLASPHEMER NIMROD." BUT THE SWORD COULD NOT CUT HIS FLESH. THE HARDER IT WAS PRESSED AGAINST HIS THROAT, THE MORE IT BROKE INTO PIECES. NIMROD, HOWEVER, WAS NOT TO BE TURNED ASIDE FROM HIS PURPOSE, TO MAKE ABRAHAM SUFFER DEATH BY FIRE. ONE OF THE PRINCES WAS DISPATCHED TO FETCH HIM FORTH. BUT SCARCELY DID THE MESSENGER SET ABOUT THE TASK OF THROWING HIM INTO THE FIRE, WHEN THE FLAME LEAPT FORTH FROM THE FURNACE AND CONSUMED HIM. MANY MORE ATTEMPTS WERE MADE TO CAST ABRAHAM INTO THE FURNACE, BUT ALWAYS WITH THE SAME SUCCESS- WHOEVER SEIZED HIM TO PITCH HIM IN WAS HIMSELF BURNT, AND A LARGE NUMBER LOST THEIR LIVES. SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] APPEARED IN HUMAN SHAPE [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32 & 2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15], AND ADVISED THE KING TO PLACE ABRAHAM IN A CATAPULT AND SLING HIM INTO THE FIRE. THUS NO ONE WOULD BE REQUIRED TO COME NEAR THE FLAME. SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] HIMSELF CONSTRUCTED THE CATAPULT. HAVING PROVED IT FIT THREE TIMES BY MEANS OF STONES PUT IN THE MACHINE, THEY BOUND ABRAHAM, HAND AND FOOT, AND WERE ABOUT TO CONSIGN HIM TO THE FLAMES. AT THAT MOMENT SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], STILL DISGUISED IN HUMAN SHAPE, APPROACHED ABRAHAM, AND SAID, "IF THOU [SEXUALLY] DESIREST TO DELIVER THYSELF FROM THE FIRE OF NIMROD, BOW DOWN BEFORE HIM AND BELIEVE IN HIM." BUT ABRAHAM REJECTED THE [SEXUAL] TEMPTER WITH THE WORDS, "MAY THE ETERNAL REBUKE THEE, THOU VILE, CONTEMPTIBLE, ACCURSED BLASPHEMER!" AND SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] DEPARTED FROM HIM. THEN THE MOTHER OF ABRAHAM CAME TO HIM AND IMPLORED HIM TO PAY HOMAGE TO NIMROD AND ESCAPE THE IMPENDING MISFORTUNE. BUT HE SAID TO HER: "O MOTHER, WATER CAN EXTINGUISH NIMROD'S FIRE, BUT THE FIRE OF GOD WILL NOT DIE OUT FOR EVERMORE. WATER CANNOT QUENCH IT." WHEN HIS MOTHER HEARD THESE WORDS, SHE SPAKE, "MAY THE GOD WHOM THOU SERVEST RESCUE THEE FROM THE FIRE OF NIMROD!" ABRAHAM WAS FINALLY PLACED IN THE CATAPULT, AND HE RAISED HIS EYES HEAVENWARD, AND SPOKE, "O LORD MY GOD, THOU, SEEST WHAT THIS [SEXUAL] SINNER PURPOSES TO DO UNTO ME!" HIS CONFIDENCE IN GOD WAS UNSHAKABLE. WHEN THE ANGELS RECEIVED THE DIVINE PERMISSION TO SAVE HIM, AND GABRIEL APPROACHED HIM, AND ASKED, "ABRAHAM, SHALL I SAVE THEE FROM THE FIRE?" HE REPLIED, "GOD IN WHOM I TRUST, THE GOD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, WILL RESCUE ME," AND GOD, SEEING THE SUBMISSIVE SPIRIT OF ABRAHAM, COMMANDED THE FIRE, "COOL OFF AND BRING TRANQUILLITY TO MY SERVANT ABRAHAM." NO WATER WAS NEEDED TO EXTINGUISH THE FIRE. THE LOGS BURST INTO BUDS, AND ALL THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF WOOD PUT FORTH FRUIT, EACH TREE BEARING ITS OWN KIND. THE FURNACE WAS TRANSFORMED INTO A ROYAL PLEASANCE, AND THE ANGELS SAT THEREIN WITH ABRAHAM. WHEN THE KING SAW THE MIRACLE, HE SAID: "GREAT WITCHCRAFT! THOU MAKEST IT KNOWN THAT FIRE HATH NO POWER OVER THEE, AND AT THE SAME TIME THOU SHOWEST THYSELF UNTO THE PEOPLE SITTING IN A PLEASURE GARDEN." BUT THE PRINCES OF NIMROD INTERPOSED ALL WITH ONE VOICE, "NAY, OUR LORD, THIS IS NOT [FORBIDDEN] WITCHCRAFT, IT IS THE POWER OF THE GREAT GOD, THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, BESIDE WHOM THERE IS NO OTHER GOD, AND WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HE IS GOD, AND ABRAHAM IS HIS SERVANT." ALL THE PRINCES AND ALL THE PEOPLE BELIEVED IN GOD AT THIS HOUR, IN THE ETERNAL, THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THEY ALL CRIED OUT, "THE LORD HE IS GOD IN HEAVEN ABOVE AND UPON THE EARTH BENEATH; THERE IS NONE ELSE." ABRAHAM WAS THE SUPERIOR, NOT ONLY OF THE IMPIOUS KING NIMROD AND HIS ATTENDANTS, BUT ALSO OF THE PIOUS MEN OF HIS TIME, NOAH, SHEM, EBER, AND ASSHUR. NOAH GAVE HIMSELF NO CONCERN WHATSOEVER IN THE MATTER OF SPREADING THE PURE FAITH IN GOD. HE TOOK AN INTEREST IN PLANTING HIS VINEYARD, AND WAS IMMERSED IN MATERIAL PLEASURES. SHEM AND EBER KEPT IN HIDING, AND AS FOR ASSHUR, HE SAID, "HOW CAN I LIVE AMONG SUCH [SEXUAL] SINNERS?" AND DEPARTED OUT OF THE LAND. THE ONLY ONE WHO REMAINED UNSHAKEN WAS ABRAHAM. "I WILL NOT FORSAKE GOD," HE SAID, AND THEREFORE GOD DID NOT FORSAKE HIM, WHO HAD HEARKENED NEITHER UNTO HIS FATHER NOR UNTO HIS MOTHER. THE MIRACULOUS DELIVERANCE OF ABRAHAM FROM THE FIERY FURNACE, TOGETHER WITH HIS LATER FORTUNES, WAS THE FULFILMENT AND EXPLANATION OF WHAT HIS FATHER TERAH HAD READ IN THE STARS. HE HAD SEEN THE STAR OF HARAN CONSUMED BY FIRE, AND AT THE SAME TIME FILL AND RULE THE WHOLE WORLD. THE MEANING WAS PLAIN NOW. HARAN WAS IRRESOLUTE IN HIS FAITH, HE COULD NOT DECIDE WHETHER TO ADHERE TO ABRAHAM OR THE IDOLATERS. WHEN IT BEFELL THAT THOSE WHO WOULD NOT SERVE IDOLS WERE CAST INTO THE FIERY FURNACE, HARAN REASONED IN THIS MANNER: "ABRAHAM, BEING MY ELDER, WILL BE CALLED UPON BEFORE ME. IF HE COMES FORTH OUT OF THE FIERY TRIAL TRIUMPHANT, I WILL DECLARE MY ALLEGIANCE TO HIM; OTHERWISE I WILL TAKE SIDES AGAINST HIM." AFTER GOD HIMSELF HAD RESCUED ABRAHAM FROM DEATH, AND HARAN'S TURN CAME TO MAKE HIS CONFESSION OF FAITH, HE ANNOUNCED HIS ADHERENCE TO ABRAHAM. BUT SCARCELY HAD HE COME NEAR THE FURNACE, WHEN HE WAS SEIZED BY THE FLAMES AND CONSUMED, BECAUSE HE WAS LACKING IN FIRM FAITH IN GOD. TERAH HAD READ THE STARS WELL, IT NOW APPEARED: HARAN WAS BURNT, AND HIS DAUGHTER SARAH BECAME THE WIFE OF ABRAHAM, WHOSE DESCENDANTS FILL THE EARTH. IN ANOTHER WAY THE DEATH OF HARAN WAS NOTEWORTHY. IT WAS THE FIRST INSTANCE, SINCE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, OF A SON'S DYING WHILE HIS FATHER WAS STILL ALIVE. THE KING, THE PRINCES, AND ALL THE PEOPLE, WHO HAD BEEN WITNESSES OF THE WONDERS DONE FOR ABRAHAM, CAME TO HIM, AND PROSTRATED THEMSELVES BEFORE HIM. BUT ABRAHAM SAID: "DO NOT BOW DOWN BEFORE ME, BUT BEFORE GOD, THE MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, WHO HATH CREATED YOU. SERVE HIM AND WALK IN HIS WAYS, FOR HE IT WAS WHO DELIVERED ME FROM THE FLAMES, AND HE IT IS WHO HATH CREATED THE SOUL AND THE SPIRIT OF EVERY HUMAN BEING, WHO FORMETH MAN IN THE WOMB OF HIS MOTHER, AND BRINGETH HIM INTO THE WORLD. HE SAVETH FROM ALL SICKNESS THOSE WHO PUT THEIR TRUST IN HIM." THE KING THEN DISMISSED ABRAHAM, AFTER LOADING HIM DOWN WITH AN ABUNDANCE OF PRECIOUS GIFTS, AMONG THEM TWO SLAVES WHO HAD BEEN RAISED IN THE ROYAL PALACE. 'OGI WAS THE NAME OF THE ONE, ELIEZER THE NAME OF THE OTHER. THE PRINCES FOLLOWED THE EXAMPLE OF THE KING, AND THEY GAVE HIM SILVER, AND GOLD, AND GEMS. BUT ALL THESE GIFTS DID NOT REJOICE THE HEART OF ABRAHAM SO MUCH AS THE THREE HUNDRED FOLLOWERS THAT JOINED HIM AND BECAME ADHERENTS OF HIS RELIGION.
ABRAHAM EMIGRATES TO HARAN
FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS ABRAHAM COULD DEVOTE HIMSELF UNDISTURBED TO HIS CHOSEN TASK OF TURNING THE HEARTS OF MEN TO GOD AND HIS TEACHINGS. IN HIS PIOUS UNDERTAKING HE WAS AIDED BY HIS WIFE SARAH, WHOM HE HAD MARRIED IN THE MEANTIME. WHILE HE EXHORTED THE MEN AND SOUGHT TO CONVERT THEM, SARAH ADDRESSED HERSELF TO THE WOMEN. SHE WAS A HELPMEET WORTHY OF ABRAHAM. INDEED, IN PROPHETICAL POWERS SHE RANKED HIGHER THAN HER HUSBAND. SHE WAS SOMETIMES CALLED ISCAH, "THE SEER," ON THAT ACCOUNT. AT THE EXPIRATION OF TWO YEARS IT HAPPENED THAT NIMROD DREAMED A DREAM. IN HIS DREAM HE FOUND HIMSELF WITH HIS ARMY NEAR THE FIERY FURNACE IN THE VALLEY INTO WHICH ABRAHAM HAD BEEN CAST. A MAN RESEMBLING ABRAHAM STEPPED OUT OF THE FURNACE, AND HE RAN AFTER THE KING WITH DRAWN SWORD, THE KING FLEEING BEFORE HIM IN TERROR. WHILE RUNNING, THE PURSUER THREW AN EGG AT NIMROD'S HEAD, AND A MIGHTY STREAM ISSUED THEREFROM, WHEREIN THE KING'S WHOLE HOST WAS DROWNED. THE KING ALONE SURVIVED, WITH THREE MEN. WHEN NIMROD EXAMINED HIS COMPANIONS, HE OBSERVED THAT THEY WORE ROYAL ATTIRE, AND IN FORM AND STATURE THEY RESEMBLED HIMSELF. THE STREAM CHANGED BACK INTO AN EGG AGAIN, AND A LITTLE CHICK BROKE FORTH FROM IT, AND IT FLEW UP, SETTLED UPON THE HEAD OF THE KING, AND PUT OUT ONE OF HIS EYES. THE KING WAS CONFOUNDED IN HIS SLEEP, AND WHEN HE AWOKE, HIS HEART BEAT LIKE A TRIP-HAMMER, AND HIS FEAR WAS EXCEEDING GREAT. IN THE MORNING, WHEN HE AROSE, HE SENT AND CALLED FOR HIS WISE MEN AND HIS MAGICIANS, AND TOLD THEM HIS DREAM. ONE OF HIS WISE MEN, ANOKO BY NAME, STOOD UP, AND SAID: "KNOW, O KING, THIS DREAM POINTS TO THE MISFORTUNE WHICH ABRAHAM AND HIS DESCENDANTS WILL BRING UPON THEE. A TIME WILL COME WHEN HE AND HIS FOLLOWERS WILL MAKE WAR UPON THY ARMY, AND THEY WILL ANNIHILATE IT. THOU AND THE THREE KINGS, THY ALLIES, WILL BE THE ONLY ONES TO ESCAPE DEATH. BUT LATER THOU WILT LOSE THY LIFE AT THE HANDS OF ONE OF THE DESCENDANTS OF ABRAHAM. CONSIDER, O KING, THAT THY WISE MEN READ THIS FATE OF THINE IN THE STARS, FIFTY-TWO YEARS AGO, AT THE BIRTH OF ABRAHAM. AS LONG AS ABRAHAM LIVETH UPON THE GROUND, THOU SHALT NOT BE STABLISHED, NOR THY KINGDOM." NIMROD TOOK ANOKO'S WORDS TO HEART, AND DISPATCHED SOME OF HIS SERVANTS TO SEIZE ABRAHAM AND KILL HIM. IT HAPPENED THAT ELIEZER, THE SLAVE WHOM ABRAHAM HAD RECEIVED AS A PRESENT FROM NIMROD, WAS AT THAT TIME AT THE ROYAL COURT. WITH GREAT HASTE HE SPED TO ABRAHAM TO INDUCE HIM TO FLEE BEFORE THE KING'S BAILIFFS. HIS MASTER ACCEPTED HIS ADVICE, AND TOOK REFUGE IN THE HOUSE OF NOAH AND SHEM, WHERE HE LAY IN HIDING A WHOLE MONTH. THE KING'S OFFICERS REPORTED THAT DESPITE ZEALOUS EFFORTS ABRAHAM WAS NOWHERE TO BE FOUND. THENCEFORTH THE KING DID NOT CONCERN HIMSELF ABOUT ABRAHAM. WHEN TERAH VISITED HIS SON IN HIS HIDING-PLACE, ABRAHAM PROPOSED THAT THEY LEAVE THE LAND AND TAKE UP THEIR ABODE IN CANAAN, IN ORDER TO ESCAPE THE PURSUIT OF NIMROD. HE SAID: "CONSIDER THAT IT WAS NOT FOR THY SAKE THAT NIMROD OVERLOADED THEE WITH HONORS, BUT FOR HIS OWN PROFIT. THOUGH HE, CONTINUE TO CONFER THE GREATEST OF BENEFACTIONS UPON THEE, WHAT ARE THEY BUT EARTHLY VANITY? FOR RICHES AND POSSESSIONS PROFIT NOT IN THE DAY OF WRATH AND FURY. HEARKEN UNTO MY VOICE, O MY FATHER, LET US DEPART FOR THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND SERVE THE GOD THAT HATH CREATED THEE, THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH THEE." NOAH AND SHEM AIDED AND ABETTED THE EFFORTS OF ABRAHAM TO PERSUADE TERAH, WHEREUPON TERAH CONSENTED TO LEAVE HIS COUNTRY, AND HE, AND ABRAHAM, AND LOT, THE SON OF HARAN, DEPARTED FOR HARAN WITH THEIR HOUSEHOLDS. THEY FOUND THE LAND PLEASANT, AND ALSO THE INHABITANTS THEREOF, WHO READILY YIELDED TO THE INFLUENCE OF ABRAHAM'S HUMANE SPIRIT AND HIS PIETY. MANY OF THEM OBEYED HIS PRECEPTS AND BECAME GOD-FEARING AND GOOD. TERAH'S RESOLVE TO QUIT HIS NATIVE LAND FOR THE SAKE OF ABRAHAM AND TAKE UP HIS ABODE IN STRANGE PARTS, AND HIS IMPULSE TO DO IT BEFORE EVEN THE DIVINE CALL VISITED ABRAHAM HIMSELF, THIS THE LORD ACCOUNTED A GREAT MERIT UNTO TERAH, AND HE WAS PERMITTED TO SEE HIS SON ABRAHAM RULE AS KING OVER THE WHOLE WORLD. FOR WHEN THE MIRACLE HAPPENED, AND ISAAC WAS BORN UNTO HIS AGED PARENTS, THE WHOLE WORLD REPAIRED TO ABRAHAM AND SARAH, AND DEMANDED TO KNOW WHAT THEY HAD DONE THAT SO GREAT A THING SHOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED FOR THEM. ABRAHAM TOLD THEM ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED BETWEEN NIMROD AND HIMSELF, HOW HE HAD BEEN READY TO BE BURNT FOR THE GLORY OF GOD, AND HOW THE LORD HAD RESCUED HIM FROM THE FLAMES. IN TOKEN OF THEIR ADMIRATION FOR ABRAHAM AND HIS TEACHINGS, THEY APPOINTED HIM TO BE THEIR KING, AND IN COMMEMORATION OF ISAAC'S WONDROUS BIRTH, THE MONEY COINED BY ABRAHAM BORE THE FIGURES OF AN AGED HUSBAND AND WIFE ON THE OBVERSE SIDE, AND OF A YOUNG MAN AND HIS WIFE ON THE REVERSE SIDE, FOR ABRAHAM AND SARAH BOTH WERE REJUVENATED AT THE BIRTH OF ISAAC, ABRAHAM'S WHITE HAIR TURNED BLACK, AND THE LINES IN SARAH'S FACE WERE SMOOTHED OUT. FOR MANY YEARS TERAH CONTINUED TO LIVE A WITNESS OF HIS SON'S GLORY, FOR HIS DEATH DID NOT OCCUR UNTIL ISAAC WAS A YOUTH OF THIRTY-FIVE. AND A STILL GREATER REWARD WAITED UPON HIS GOOD [SEXLESS] DEED. GOD ACCEPTED HIS REPENTANCE, AND WHEN HE DEPARTED THIS LIFE, HE ENTERED INTO PARADISE, AND NOT INTO HELL, THOUGH HE HAD PASSED THE LARGER NUMBER OF HIS DAYS IN [SEXUAL] SIN. INDEED, IT HAD BEEN HIS FAULT THAT ABRAHAM CAME NEAR LOSING HIS LIFE AT THE HANDS OF NIMROD.
THE STAR IN THE EAST
TERAH HAD BEEN A HIGH OFFICIAL AT THE COURT OF NIMROD, AND HE WAS HELD IN GREAT CONSIDERATION BY THE KING AND HIS SUITE. A SON WAS BORN UNTO HIM WHOM HE CALLED ABRAM, BECAUSE THE KING HAD RAISED HIM TO AN EXALTED PLACE. IN THE NIGHT OF ABRAHAM'S BIRTH, THE ASTROLOGERS AND THE WISE MEN OF NIMROD CAME TO THE HOUSE OF TERAH, AND ATE AND DRANK, AND REJOICED WITH HIM THAT NIGHT. WHEN THEY LEFT THE HOUSE, THEY LIFTED UP THEIR EYES TOWARD HEAVEN TO LOOK AT THE STARS, AND THEY SAW, AND, BEHOLD, ONE GREAT STAR CAME FROM THE EAST AND RAN ATHWART THE HEAVENS AND SWALLOWED UP THE FOUR STARS AT THE FOUR CORNERS. THEY ALL WERE ASTONISHED AT THE SIGHT, BUT THEY UNDERSTOOD THIS MATTER, AND KNEW ITS IMPORT. THEY SAID TO ONE ANOTHER: "THIS ONLY BETOKENS THAT THE CHILD THAT HATH BEEN BORN UNTO TERAH THIS NIGHT WILL GROW UP AND BE FRUITFUL, AND HE WILL MULTIPLY AND POSSESS ALL THE EARTH, HE AND HIS CHILDREN FOREVER, AND HE AND HIS SEED WILL SLAY GREAT KINGS AND INHERIT THEIR LANDS." THEY WENT HOME THAT NIGHT, AND IN THE MORNING, THEY ROSE UP EARLY, AND ASSEMBLED IN THEIR MEETING-HOUSE. THEY SPAKE, AND SAID TO ONE ANOTHER: "LO, THE SIGHT THAT WE SAW LAST NIGHT IS HIDDEN FROM THE KING, IT HAS NOT BEEN MADE KNOWN TO HIM, AND SHOULD THIS THING BECOME KNOWN TO HIM IN THE LATTER DAYS, HE WILL SAY TO US, WHY, DID YOU CONCEAL THIS MATTER FROM ME? AND THEN WE SHALL ALL SUFFER DEATH. NOW, LET US GO AND TELL THE KING THE SIGHT WHICH WE SAW, AND THE INTERPRETATION THEREOF, AND WE SHALL BE CLEAR FROM THIS THING." AND THEY WENT TO THE KING AND TOLD HIM THE SIGHT THEY HAD SEEN, AND THEIR INTERPRETATION THEREOF, AND THEY ADDED THE ADVICE THAT HE PAY THE VALUE OF THE CHILD TO TERAH, AND SLAY THE BABE. ACCORDINGLY, THE KING SENT FOR TERAH, AND WHEN HE CAME, HE SPAKE TO HIM: "IT HATH BEEN TOLD UNTO ME THAT A SON WAS BORN TO THEE YESTERNIGHT, AND A WONDROUS SIGN WAS OBSERVED IN THE HEAVENS AT HIS BIRTH. NOW GIVE ME THE BOY, THAT WE MAY SLAY HIM BEFORE EVIL COMES UPON US FROM HIM, AND I WILL GIVE THEE THY HOUSE FULL OF SILVER AND GOLD IN EXCHANGE FOR HIM." TERAH ANSWERED: "THIS THING WHICH THOU PROMISEST UNTO ME IS LIKE THE WORDS WHICH A MAN SPOKE TO A MULE, SAYING, 'I WILL GIVE THEE A GREAT HEAP OF BARLEY, A HOUSEFUL THEREOF, ON CONDITION THAT I CUT OFF THY HEAD!' THE MULE REPLIED, 'OF WHAT USE WILL ALL THE BARLEY BE TO ME, IF THOU CUTTEST OFF MY HEAD? WHO WILL EAT IT WHEN THOU GIVEST IT TO ME?' THUS, ALSO DO I SAY: WHAT SHALL I DO WITH SILVER AND GOLD AFTER THE DEATH OF MY SON? WHO SHALL INHERIT ME?" BUT WHEN TERAH SAW HOW THE KING'S ANGER BURNED WITHIN HIM AT THESE WORDS, HE ADDED, "WHATEVER THE KING [SEXUALLY] DESIRETH TO DO UNTO HIS SERVANT, THAT LET HIM DO, EVEN MY SON IS AT THE KING'S DISPOSAL, WITHOUT VALUE OR EXCHANGE, HE AND HIS TWO OLDER BRETHREN." THE KING SPAKE, HOWEVER, SAYING, "I WILL PURCHASE THY YOUNGEST SON FOR A PRICE." AND TERAH MADE ANSWER, "LET MY KING GIVE ME THREE DAYS' TIME TO CONSIDER THE MATTER AND CONSULT ABOUT IT WITH MY FAMILY." THE KING AGREED TO THIS CONDITION, AND ON THE THIRD DAY HE SENT TO TERAH, SAYING, "GIVE ME THY SON FOR A PRICE, AS I SPOKE UNTO THEE, AND IF THOU WILT NOT DO THIS, I WILL SEND AND SLAY ALL THOU HAST IN THY HOUSE, THERE SHALL NOT BE A DOG LEFT UNTO THEE." THEN TERAH TOOK A CHILD WHICH HIS HANDMAID HAD BORNE UNTO HIM THAT DAY, AND HE BROUGHT THE BABE TO THE KING, AND RECEIVED VALUE FOR HIM, AND THE KING TOOK THE CHILD AND DASHED HIS HEAD AGAINST THE GROUND, FOR HE THOUGHT IT WAS ABRAHAM. BUT TERAH TOOK HIS SON ABRAHAM, TOGETHER WITH THE CHILD'S MOTHER AND HIS NURSE, AND CONCEALED THEM IN A CAVE, AND THITHER HE CARRIED PROVISIONS TO THEM ONCE A MONTH, AND THE LORD WAS WITH ABRAHAM IN THE CAVE, AND HE GREW UP, BUT THE KING AND ALL HIS SERVANTS THOUGHT THAT ABRAHAM WAS DEAD. AND WHEN ABRAHAM WAS TEN YEARS OLD, HE AND HIS MOTHER AND HIS NURSE WENT OUT FROM THE CAVE, FOR THE KING AND HIS SERVANTS HAD FORGOTTEN THE AFFAIR OF ABRAHAM. IN THAT TIME ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF NOAH AND HIS HOUSEHOLD, TRANSGRESSED AGAINST THE LORD, AND THEY MADE UNTO THEMSELVES EVERY MAN HIS GOD, GODS OF WOOD AND STONE, WHICH COULD NEITHER SPEAK, NOR HEAR, NOR DELIVER FROM DISTRESS. THE KING AND ALL HIS SERVANTS, AND TERAH WITH HIS. HOUSEHOLD, WERE THE FIRST TO WORSHIP IMAGES OF WOOD AND STONE. TERAH MADE TWELVE GODS OF LARGE SIZE, OF WOOD AND OF STONE, CORRESPONDING TO THE TWELVE MONTHS OF THE YEAR, AND HE PAID HOMAGE TO THEM MONTHLY IN TURN.
THE TRUE BELIEVER
ONCE ABRAHAM WENT INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE IDOLS IN HIS FATHER'S HOUSE, TO BRING SACRIFICES TO THEM, AND HE FOUND ONE OF THEM, MARUMATH BY NAME, HEWN OUT OF STONE, LYING PROSTRATE ON HIS FACE BEFORE THE IRON GOD OF NAHOR. THE IDOL WAS TOO HEAVY FOR HIM TO RAISE IT ALONE, AND HE CALLED HIS FATHER TO HELP HIM PUT MARUMATH BACK IN HIS PLACE. WHILE THEY WERE HANDLING THE IMAGE, ITS HEAD DROPPED OFF, AND TERAH TOOK A STONE, AND CHISELLED ANOTHER MARUMATH, SETTING THE HEAD OF THE FIRST UPON THE NEW BODY. THEN TERAH CONTINUED AND MADE FIVE MORE GODS, AND ALL THESE HE DELIVERED TO ABRAHAM, AND BADE HIM SELL THEM IN THE STREETS OF THE CITY. ABRAHAM SADDLED HIS MULE, AND WENT TO THE INN WHERE MERCHANTS FROM FANDANA IN SYRIA PUT UP ON THEIR WAY TO EGYPT. HE HOPED TO DISPOSE OF HIS WARES THERE. WHEN HE REACHED THE INN, ONE OF THE CAMELS BELONGING TO THE MERCHANTS BELCHED, AND THE SOUND FRIGHTENED HIS MULE SO THAT IT RAN OFF PELL-MELL AND BROKE THREE OF THE IDOLS. THE MERCHANTS NOT ONLY BOUGHT THE TWO SOUND IDOLS FROM HIM, THEY ALSO GAVE HIM THE PRICE OF THE BROKEN ONES, FOR ABRAHAM HAD TOLD THEM HOW DISTRESSED HE WAS TO APPEAR BEFORE HIS FATHER WITH LESS MONEY THAN HE HAD EXPECTED TO RECEIVE FOR HIS HANDIWORK. THIS INCIDENT MADE ABRAHAM REFLECT UPON THE WORTHLESSNESS OF IDOLS, AND HE SAID TO HIMSELF: "WHAT ARE THESE EVIL THINGS DONE BY MY FATHER? IS NOT HE THE GOD OF HIS GODS, FOR DO THEY NOT COME INTO BEING BY REASON OF HIS CARVING AND CHISELLING AND CONTRIVING? WERE IT NOT MORE-SEEMLY THAT THEY SHOULD PAY WORSHIP TO HIM THAN HE TO THEM, SEEING THEY ARE THE WORK OF HIS HANDS?" MEDITATING THUS, HE REACHED HIS FATHER'S HOUSE, AND HE ENTERED AND HANDED HIS FATHER THE MONEY FOR THE FIVE IMAGES, AND TERAH REJOICED, AND SAID, "BLESSED ART THOU UNTO MY GODS, BECAUSE THOU DIDST BRING ME THE PRICE OF THE IDOLS, AND MY LABOR WAS NOT IN VAIN." BUT ABRAHAM MADE REPLY: "HEAR, MY FATHER TERAH, BLESSED ARE THY GODS THROUGH THEE, FOR THOU ART THEIR GOD, SINCE THOU DIDST FASHION THEM, AND THEIR BLESSING IS DESTRUCTION AND THEIR HELP IS VANITY. THEY THAT HELP NOT THEMSELVES, HOW CAN THEY HELP THEE OR BLESS ME?" TERAH GREW VERY WRATHFUL AT ABRAHAM, THAT HE UTTERED SUCH SPEECH AGAINST HIS GODS, AND ABRAHAM, THINKING UPON HIS FATHER'S ANGER, LEFT HIM AND WENT FROM THE HOUSE. BUT TERAH CALLED HIM BACK, AND SAID, "GATHER TOGETHER THE CHIPS OF THE OAK WOOD FROM WHICH I MADE IMAGES BEFORE THOU DIDST RETURN, AND PREPARE MY DINNER FOR ME." ABRAHAM MADE READY TO DO HIS FATHER'S BIDDING, AND AS HE TOOK UP THE CHIPS, HE FOUND A LITTLE GOD AMONG THEM, WHOSE FOREHEAD BORE THE INSCRIPTION "GOD BARISAT." HE THREW THE CHIPS UPON THE FIRE, AND SET BARISAT UP NEXT TO IT, SAYING: "ATTENTION! TAKE CARE, BARISAT, THAT THE FIRE, GO NOT OUT UNTIL I COME BACK. IF IT BURNS LOW, BLOW INTO IT, AND MAKE IT FLAME UP AGAIN." SPEAKING THUS, HE WENT OUT. WHEN HE CAME IN AGAIN, HE FOUND BARISAT LYING PRONE UPON HIS BACK, BADLY BURNT. SMILING, HE SAID TO HIMSELF, "IN TRUTH, BARISAT, THOU CANST KEEP THE FIRE ALIVE AND PREPARE FOOD," AND WHILE HE SPOKE, THE IDOL WAS CONSUMED TO ASHES. THEN HE TOOK THE DISHES TO HIS FATHER, AND HE ATE AND DRANK AND WAS GLAD AND BLESSED HIS GOD MARUMATH. BUT ABRAHAM SAID TO HIS FATHER, "BLESS NOT THY GOD MARUMATH, BUT RATHER THY GOD BARISAT, FOR HE IT WAS WHO, OUT OF HIS GREAT [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR THEE, THREW HIMSELF INTO THE FIRE THAT THY MEAL MIGHT BE COOKED." "WHERE IS HE NOW?" EXCLAIMED TERAH, AND ABRAHAM ANSWERED, "HE HATH BECOME ASHES IN THE FIERCENESS OF THE FIRE." TERAH SAID, "GREAT IS THE POWER OF BARISAT! I WILL MAKE ME ANOTHER THIS DAY, AND TO-MORROW HE WILL PREPARE MY FOOD FOR ME." THESE WORDS OF HIS FATHER MADE ABRAHAM LAUGH IN HIS MIND, BUT HIS SOUL WAS GRIEVED AT HIS OBDURACY, AND HE PROCEEDED TO MAKE CLEAR HIS VIEWS UPON THE IDOLS, SAYING: "FATHER, NO MATTER WHICH OF THE TWO IDOLS THOU BLESSEST, THY BEHAVIOR IS SENSELESS [BULLSHIT], FOR THE IMAGES THAT STAND IN THE HOLY TEMPLE ARE MORE TO BE WORSHIPPED THAN THINE. ZUCHEUS, THE GOD OF MY BROTHER NAHOR, IS MORE VENERABLE THAN MARUMATH, BECAUSE HE IS MADE CUNNINGLY OF GOLD, AND WHEN HE GROWS OLD, HE WILL BE WORKED OVER AGAIN. BUT WHEN THY MARUMATH BECOMES DIM, OR IS SHIVERED IN PIECES, HE WILL NOT BE RENEWED, FOR HE IS OF STONE. AND THE GOD JOAUV, WHO STANDS ABOVE THE OTHER GODS WITH ZUCHEUS, IS MORE VENERABLE THAN BARISAT, MADE OF WOOD, BECAUSE HE IS HAMMERED OUT OF SILVER, AND ORNAMENTED BY MEN, TO SHOW HIS MAGNIFICENCE. BUT THY BARISAT, BEFORE THOU DIDST FASHION HIM INTO A GOD WITH THY AXE, WAS ROOTED IN THE EARTH, STANDING THERE GREAT AND WONDERFUL, WITH THE GLORY OF BRANCHES AND BLOSSOMS. NOW HE IS DRY, AND GONE IS HIS SAP. FROM HIS HEIGHT HE HAS FALLEN TO THE EARTH, FROM GRANDEUR HE CAME TO PETTINESS, AND THE APPEARANCE OF HIS FACE HAS PALED AWAY, AND HE HIMSELF WAS BURNT IN THE FIRE, AND HE WAS CONSUMED UNTO ASHES, AND HE IS NO MORE. AND THOU DIDST THEN SAY, 'I WILL MAKE ME ANOTHER THIS DAY, AND TO-MORROW HE WILL PREPARE MY FOOD FOR ME.' FATHER," ABRAHAM CONTINUED, AND SAID, "THE FIRE IS MORE TO BE WORSHIPPED THAN THY GODS OF GOLD AND SILVER AND WOOD AND STONE, BECAUSE IT CONSUMES THEM. BUT ALSO, THE FIRE I CALL NOT GOD, BECAUSE IT IS SUBJECT TO THE WATER, WHICH QUENCHES IT. BUT ALSO, THE WATER I CALL NOT GOD, BECAUSE IT IS SUCKED UP BY THE EARTH, AND I CALL THE EARTH MORE VENERABLE, BECAUSE IT CONQUERS THE WATER. BUT ALSO, THE EARTH I CALL NOT GOD, BECAUSE IT IS DRIED OUT BY THE SUN, AND I CALL THE SUN MORE VENERABLE THAN THE EARTH, BECAUSE HE ILLUMINES THE WHOLE WORLD WITH HIS RAYS. BUT ALSO, THE SUN I CALL NOT GOD, BECAUSE HIS LIGHT IS OBSCURED WHEN DARKNESS COMETH UP. NOR DO I CALL THE MOON AND THE STARS GODS, BECAUSE THEIR LIGHT, TOO, IS EXTINGUISHED WHEN THEIR TIME TO SHINE IS PAST. BUT HEARKEN UNTO THIS, MY FATHER TERAH, WHICH I WILL DECLARE UNTO THEE, THE GOD WHO HATH CREATED ALL THINGS, HE IS THE TRUE GOD, HE HATH EMPURPLED THE HEAVENS, AND GILDED THE SUN, AND GIVEN RADIANCE TO THE MOON AND ALSO THE STARS, AND HE DRIETH OUT THE EARTH IN THE MIDST OF MANY WATERS, AND ALSO THEE HATH HE PUT UPON THE EARTH, AND ME HATH HE SOUGHT OUT IN THE CONFUSION OF MY THOUGHTS."
THE ICONOCLAST [QUESTIONER]
BUT TERAH COULD NOT BE CONVINCED, AND IN REPLY TO ABRAHAM'S QUESTION, WHO THE GOD WAS THAT HAD CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH AND THE CHILDREN OF MEN, HE TOOK HIM TO THE HALL WHEREIN STOOD TWELVE GREAT IDOLS AND A LARGE NUMBER OF LITTLE IDOLS, AND POINTING TO THEM HE SAID, "HERE ARE THEY WHO HAVE MADE ALL THOU SEEST ON EARTH, THEY WHO HAVE CREATED ALSO ME AND THEE AND ALL MEN ON THE EARTH," AND HE BOWED DOWN BEFORE HIS GODS, AND LEFT THE HALL WITH HIS SON. ABRAHAM WENT THENCE TO HIS MOTHER, AND HE SPOKE TO HER, SAYING: "BEHOLD, MY FATHER HAS SHOWN THOSE UNTO ME WHO MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH AND ALL THE SONS OF MEN. NOW, THEREFORE, HASTEN AND FETCH A KID FROM THE FLOCK, AND MAKE OF IT, SAVORY MEAT, THAT I MAY BRING IT TO MY FATHER'S GODS, PERHAPS I MAY THEREBY BECOME ACCEPTABLE TO THEM." HIS MOTHER DID ACCORDING TO HIS REQUEST, BUT WHEN ABRAHAM BROUGHT THE OFFERING TO THE GODS, HE SAW THAT THEY HAD NO VOICE, NO HEARING, NO MOTION, AND NOT ONE OF THEM STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND TO EAT. ABRAHAM MOCKED THEM, AND SAID, "SURELY, THE SAVORY MEAT THAT I PREPARED DOTH NOT PLEASE YOU, OR PERHAPS IT IS TOO LITTLE FOR YOU! THEREFORE, I WILL PREPARE FRESH SAVORY MEAT TO-MORROW, BETTER AND MORE PLENTIFUL THAN THIS, THAT I MAY SEE WHAT COMETH THEREFROM." BUT THE GODS REMAINED MUTE AND WITHOUT MOTION BEFORE THE SECOND OFFERING OF EXCELLENT SAVORY MEAT AS BEFORE THE FIRST OFFERING, AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD CAME OVER ABRAHAM, AND HE CRIED OUT, AND SAID: "WOE UNTO MY FATHER AND HIS WICKED GENERATION, WHOSE HEARTS ARE ALL INCLINED TO VANITY, WHO SERVE THESE IDOLS OF WOOD AND STONE, WHICH CANNOT EAT, NOR SMELL, NOR HEAR, NOR SPEAK, WHICH HAVE MOUTHS WITHOUT SPEECH, EYES WITHOUT SIGHT, EARS WITHOUT HEARING, HANDS WITHOUT FEELING, AND LEGS WITHOUT MOTION!" ABRAHAM THEN TOOK A HATCHET IN HIS HAND, AND BROKE ALL HIS FATHER'S GODS, AND WHEN HE HAD DONE BREAKING THEM, HE PLACED THE HATCHET IN THE HAND OF THE BIGGEST GOD AMONG THEM ALL, AND HE WENT OUT. TERAH, HAVING HEARD THE CRASH OF THE HATCHET ON THE STONE, RAN TO THE ROOM OF THE IDOLS, AND HE REACHED IT AT THE MOMENT WHEN ABRAHAM WAS LEAVING IT, AND WHEN HE SAW WHAT HAD HAPPENED, HE HASTENED AFTER ABRAHAM, AND HE SAID TO HIM, "WHAT IS THIS MISCHIEF THOU HAST DONE TO MY GODS?" ABRAHAM ANSWERED: "I SET SAVORY MEAT BEFORE THEM, AND WHEN I CAME NIGH UNTO THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT EAT, THEY ALL STRETCHED OUT THEIR HANDS TO TAKE OF THE MEAT, BEFORE THE BIG ONE HAD PUT FORTH HIS HAND TO EAT. THIS ONE, ENRAGED AGAINST THEM ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR BEHAVIOR, TOOK THE HATCHET AND BROKE THEM ALL, AND, BEHOLD, THE HATCHET IS YET IN HIS HANDS, AS THOU MAYEST SEE." THEN TERAH TURNED IN WRATH UPON ABRAHAM, AND HE SAID: "THOU SPEAKEST LIES UNTO ME! IS THERE SPIRIT, SOUL, OR POWER IN THESE GODS TO DO ALL THOU HAST TOLD ME? ARE THEY NOT WOOD AND STONE? AND HAVE I NOT MYSELF MADE THEM? IT IS THOU THAT DIDST PLACE THE HATCHET IN THE HAND OF THE BIG GOD, AND THOU SAYEST HE SMOTE THEM ALL." ABRAHAM ANSWERED HIS FATHER, AND SAID: "HOW, THEN, CANST THOU SERVE THESE IDOLS IN WHOM THERE IS NO POWER TO DO ANYTHING? CAN THESE IDOLS IN WHICH THOU TRUSTEST DELIVER THEE? CAN THEY HEAR THY PRAYERS WHEN THOU CALLEST UPON THEM?" AFTER HAVING SPOKEN THESE AND SIMILAR WORDS, ADMONISHING HIS FATHER TO MEND HIS WAYS AND REFRAIN FROM WORSHIPPING IDOLS, HE LEAPT UP BEFORE TERAH, TOOK THE HATCHET FROM THE BIG IDOL, BROKE IT THEREWITH, AND RAN AWAY. TERAH HASTENED TO NIMROD, BOWED DOWN BEFORE HIM, AND BESOUGHT HIM TO HEAR HIS STORY, ABOUT HIS SON WHO HAD BEEN BORN TO HIM FIFTY YEARS BACK, AND HOW HE HAD DONE TO HIS GODS, AND HOW HE HAD SPOKEN. "NOW, THEREFORE, MY LORD AND KING," HE SAID, "SEND FOR HIM THAT HE MAY COME BEFORE THEE, AND DO THOU JUDGE HIM ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW, THAT WE MAY BE DELIVERED FROM HIS EVIL." WHEN ABRAHAM WAS BROUGHT BEFORE THE KING, HE TOLD HIM THE SAME STORY AS HE HAD TOLD TERAH, ABOUT THE BIG GOD WHO BROKE THE SMALLER ONES, BUT THE KING REPLIED, "IDOLS DO NEITHER SPEAK, NOR EAT, NOR MOVE." THEN ABRAHAM REPROACHED HIM FOR WORSHIPPING GODS THAT CAN DO NOTHING, AND ADMONISHED HIM TO SERVE THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE. HIS LAST WORDS WERE, "IF THY WICKED HEART WILL NOT HEARKEN TO MY WORDS, TO CAUSE THEE TO FORSAKE THY EVIL WAYS AND SERVE THE ETERNAL GOD, THEN WILT THOU DIE IN SHAME IN THE LATTER DAYS, THOU, THY PEOPLE, AND ALL THAT ARE CONNECTED WITH THEE, WHO HEAR THY WORDS, AND WALK IN THY EVIL WAYS." THE KING ORDERED ABRAHAM TO BE PUT INTO PRISON, AND AT THE END OF TEN DAYS HE CAUSED ALL THE PRINCES AND GREAT MEN OF THE REALM TO APPEAR BEFORE HIM, AND TO THEM HE PUT THE CASE OF ABRAHAM. THEIR VERDICT WAS THAT HE SHOULD BE BURNT, AND, ACCORDINGLY, THE KING HAD A FIRE PREPARED FOR THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS, IN HIS FURNACE AT KASDIM, AND ABRAHAM WAS TO BE CARRIED THITHER FROM PRISON TO BE BURNT. ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND, ABOUT NINE HUNDRED THOUSAND MEN, AND THE WOMEN AND THE CHILDREN BESIDES, CAME TO SEE WHAT WOULD BE DONE WITH ABRAHAM. AND WHEN HE WAS BROUGHT FORTH, THE ASTROLOGERS RECOGNIZED HIM, AND THEY SAID TO THE KING, "SURELY, THIS IS THE MAN WHOM WE KNEW AS A CHILD, AT WHOSE BIRTH THE GREAT STAR SWALLOWED THE FOUR STARS. BEHOLD, HIS FATHER DID TRANSGRESS THY COMMAND, AND HE MADE A MOCKERY OF THEE, FOR HE DID BRING THEE ANOTHER CHILD, AND HIM DIDST THOU KILL." TERAH WAS GREATLY TERRIFIED, FOR HE WAS AFRAID OF THE KING'S WRATH, AND HE ADMITTED THAT HE HAD DECEIVED THE KING, AND WHEN THE KING SAID, "TELL ME WHO ADVISED THEE TO DO THIS. HIDE NAUGHT, AND THOU SHALT NOT DIE," HE FALSELY ACCUSED HARAN, WHO HAD BEEN THIRTY-TWO YEARS OLD AT THE TIME OF ABRAHAM'S BIRTH, OF HAVING ADVISED HIM TO DECEIVE THE KING. AT THE COMMAND OF THE KING, ABRAHAM AND HARAN, STRIPPED OF ALL THEIR CLOTHES EXCEPT THEIR HOSEN, AND THEIR HANDS AND FEET BOUND WITH LINEN CORDS, WERE CAST INTO THE FURNACE. HARAN, BECAUSE HIS HEART WAS NOT PERFECT WITH THE LORD, PERISHED IN THE FIRE, AND ALSO THE MEN WHO CAST THEM INTO THE FURNACE WERE BURNT BY THE FLAMES WHICH LEAPT OUT OVER THEM, AND ABRAHAM ALONE WAS SAVED BY THE LORD, AND HE WAS NOT BURNT, THOUGH THE CORDS WITH WHICH HE WAS BOUND WERE CONSUMED. FOR THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS ABRAHAM WALKED IN THE MIDST OF THE FIRE, AND ALL THE SERVANTS OF THE KING CAME AND TOLD HIM, "BEHOLD, WE HAVE SEEN ABRAHAM WALKING ABOUT IN THE MIDST OF THE FIRE." AT FIRST THE KING WOULD NOT BELIEVE THEM, BUT WHEN SOME OF HIS FAITHFUL PRINCES CORROBORATED THE WORDS OF HIS SERVANTS, HE ROSE UP AND WENT TO SEE FOR HIMSELF. HE THEN COMMANDED HIS SERVANTS TO TAKE ABRAHAM FROM THE FIRE, BUT THEY COULD NOT, BECAUSE THE FLAMES LEAPT TOWARD THEM FROM THE FURNACE, AND WHEN THEY TRIED AGAIN, AT THE KING'S COMMAND, TO APPROACH THE FURNACE, THE FLAMES SHOT OUT AND BURNT THEIR FACES, SO THAT EIGHT OF THEIR NUMBER DIED. THE KING THEN CALLED UNTO ABRAHAM, AND SAID: "O SERVANT OF THE GOD WHO IS IN HEAVEN, GO FORTH FROM THE MIDST OF THE FIRE, AND COME HITHER AND STAND BEFORE ME," AND ABRAHAM CAME AND STOOD BEFORE THE KING. AND THE KING SPOKE TO ABRAHAM, AND SAID, "HOW COMETH IT THAT THOU WAST NOT BURNT IN THE FIRE?" AND ABRAHAM MADE ANSWER, "THE GOD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH IN WHOM I TRUST, AND WHO HATH ALL THINGS IN HIS POWER, HE DID DELIVER ME FROM THE FIRE INTO WHICH THOU DIDST CAST ME."
ABRAHAM IN CANAAN
WITH TEN [SEXUAL] TEMPTATIONS ABRAHAM WAS [SEXUALLY] TEMPTED, AND HE WITHSTOOD THEM ALL, SHOWING HOW GREAT WAS THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF ABRAHAM. THE FIRST TEST TO WHICH HE WAS SUBJECTED WAS THE DEPARTURE FROM HIS NATIVE LAND. THE HARDSHIPS WERE MANY AND SEVERE WHICH HE ENCOUNTERED, AND HE WAS LOTH TO LEAVE HIS HOME, BESIDES. HE SPOKE TO GOD, AND SAID, "WILL NOT THE PEOPLE TALK ABOUT ME, AND SAY, 'HE IS ENDEAVORING TO BRING THE NATIONS UNDER THE WINGS OF THE SHEKINAH, YET HE LEAVES HIS OLD FATHER IN HARAN, AND HE GOES AWAY.'" BUT GOD ANSWERED HIM, AND SAID: "DISMISS ALL CARE CONCERNING THY FATHER AND THY KINSMEN FROM THY THOUGHTS. THOUGH THEY SPEAK WORDS OF KINDNESS TO THEE, YET ARE THEY ALL OF ONE MIND, TO [SEXUAL] RUIN THEE." THEN ABRAHAM FORSOOK HIS FATHER IN HARAN, AND JOURNEYED TO CANAAN, ACCOMPANIED BY THE BLESSING OF GOD, WHO SAID UNTO HIM, "I WILL MAKE OF THEE A GREAT NATION, AND I WILL BLESS THEE, AND MAKE THY NAME GREAT." THESE THREE BLESSINGS WERE TO COUNTERACT THE EVIL CONSEQUENCES WHICH, HE FEARED, WOULD FOLLOW EMIGRATION, FOR TRAVELLING FROM PLACE TO PLACE INTERFERES WITH THE GROWTH OF THE FAMILY, IT LESSENS ONE'S SUBSTANCE, AND IT DIMINISHES THE CONSIDERATION ONE ENJOYS. THE GREATEST OF ALL BLESSINGS, HOWEVER, WAS THE WORD OF GOD, "AND BE THOU A BLESSING." THE MEANING OF THIS WAS THAT WHOEVER CAME IN CONTACT WITH ABRAHAM WAS BLESSED. EVEN THE MARINERS ON THE SEA WERE INDEBTED TO HIM FOR PROSPEROUS VOYAGES. BESIDES, GOD HELD OUT THE PROMISE TO HIM THAT IN TIME TO COME HIS NAME WOULD BE MENTIONED IN THE BENEDICTIONS, GOD WOULD BE PRAISED AS THE SHIELD OF ABRAHAM, A DISTINCTION ACCORDED TO NO OTHER MORTAL EXCEPT DAVID. BUT THE WORDS, "AND BE THOU A BLESSING," WILL BE FULFILLED ONLY IN THE FUTURE WORLD, WHEN THE SEED OF ABRAHAM SHALL BE KNOWN AMONG THE NATIONS AND HIS OFFSPRING AMONG THE PEOPLES AS "THE [SEXLESS] SEED WHICH THE LORD HATH BLESSED." WHEN ABRAHAM FIRST WAS BIDDEN TO LEAVE HIS HOME, HE WAS NOT TOLD TO WHAT LAND HE WAS TO JOURNEY--ALL THE GREATER WOULD BE HIS REWARD FOR EXECUTING THE COMMAND OF GOD. AND ABRAHAM SHOWED HIS TRUST IN GOD, FOR HE SAID, "I AM READY TO GO WHITHERSOEVER THOU SENDEST ME." THE LORD THEN BADE HIM GO TO A LAND WHEREIN HE WOULD REVEAL HIMSELF, AND WHEN HE WENT TO CANAAN LATER, GOD APPEARED TO HIM, AND HE KNEW THAT IT WAS THE PROMISED LAND. ON ENTERING CANAAN, ABRAHAM DID NOT YET KNOW THAT IT WAS THE LAND APPOINTED AS HIS INHERITANCE. NEVERTHELESS, HE REJOICED WHEN HE REACHED IT. IN MESOPOTAMIA AND IN ARAMNAHARAIM, THE INHABITANTS OF WHICH HE HAD SEEN EATING, DRINKING, AND ACTING WANTONLY, HE HAD ALWAYS WISHED, "O THAT MY PORTION MAY NOT BE IN THIS LAND," BUT WHEN HE CAME TO CANAAN, HE OBSERVED THAT THE PEOPLE DEVOTED THEMSELVES INDUSTRIOUSLY TO THE CULTIVATION OF THE LAND, AND HE SAID, "O THAT MY PORTION MAY BE IN THIS LAND!" GOD THEN SPOKE TO HIM, AND SAID, "UNTO THY SEED WILL I GIVE THIS LAND." HAPPY IN THESE JOYOUS TIDINGS, ABRAHAM ERECTED AN ALTAR TO THE LORD TO GIVE THANKS UNTO HIM FOR THE PROMISE, AND THEN HE JOURNEYED ON, SOUTHWARD, IN THE DIRECTION OF THE SPOT WHEREON THE TEMPLE WAS ONCE TO STAND. IN HEBRON HE AGAIN ERECTED AN ALTAR, THUS TAKING POSSESSION OF THE LAND IN A MEASURE. AND LIKEWISE, HE RAISED AN ALTAR IN AI, BECAUSE HE FORESAW THAT A MISFORTUNE WOULD BEFALL HIS OFFSPRING THERE, AT THE CONQUEST OF THE LAND UNDER JOSHUA. THE ALTAR, HE HOPED, WOULD OBVIATE THE EVIL RESULTS THAT MIGHT FOLLOW. EACH ALTAR RAISED BY HIM WAS A CENTRE FOR HIS ACTIVITIES AS A MISSIONARY. AS SOON AS HE CAME TO A PLACE IN WHICH HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO SOJOURN, HE WOULD STRETCH A TENT FIRST FOR SARAH, AND NEXT FOR HIMSELF, AND THEN HE WOULD PROCEED AT ONCE TO MAKE PROSELYTES AND BRING THEM UNDER THE WINGS OF THE SHEKINAH. THUS, HE ACCOMPLISHED HIS PURPOSE OF INDUCING ALL MEN TO PROCLAIM THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. FOR THE PRESENT ABRAHAM WAS BUT A STRANGER IN HIS PROMISED LAND. AFTER THE PARTITION OF THE EARTH AMONG THE SONS OF NOAH, WHEN ALL HAD GONE TO THEIR ALLOTTED PORTIONS, IT HAPPENED THAT CANAAN SON OF HAM SAW THAT THE LAND EXTENDING FROM THE LEBANON TO THE RIVER OF EGYPT WAS FAIR TO LOOK UPON, AND HE REFUSED TO GO TO HIS OWN ALLOTMENT, WESTWARD BY THE SEA. HE SETTLED IN THE LAND UPON LEBANON, EASTWARD AND WESTWARD FROM THE BORDER OF THE JORDAN AND THE BORDER OF THE SEA. AND HAM, HIS FATHER, AND HIS BROTHERS CUSH AND MIZRAIM SPOKE TO HIM, AND SAID: "THOU LIVEST IN A LAND THAT IS NOT THINE, FOR IT WAS NOT ASSIGNED UNTO US WHEN THE LOTS WERE DRAWN. DO NOT THUS! BUT IF THOU PERSISTEST, YE, THOU AND THY CHILDREN, WILL FALL, ACCURSED, IN THE LAND, IN A REBELLION. THY SETTLING HERE WAS REBELLION, AND THROUGH REBELLION THY CHILDREN WILL BE FELLED DOWN, AND THY SEED WILL BE DESTROYED UNTO ALL ETERNITY. SOJOURN NOT IN THE LAND OF SHEM, FOR UNTO SHEM AND UNTO THE CHILDREN OF SHEM WAS IT APPORTIONED BY LOT. ACCURSED ART THOU, AND ACCURSED WILT THOU BE BEFORE ALL THE CHILDREN OF NOAH ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXUAL] CURSE, FOR WE TOOK AN OATH BEFORE THE HOLY JUDGE [JAMES 4:12] AND BEFORE OUR FATHER NOAH." BUT CANAAN HEARKENED NOT UNTO THE WORDS OF HIS FATHER AND HIS BROTHERS. HE DWELT IN THE LAND OF THE LEBANON FROM HAMATH EVEN UNTO THE ENTRANCE OF EGYPT, HE AND HIS SONS. THOUGH THE CANAANITES HAD TAKEN UNLAWFUL [SEXUAL] POSSESSION OF THE LAND, YET ABRAHAM RESPECTED THEIR RIGHTS; HE PROVIDED HIS CAMELS WITH MUZZLES, TO PREVENT THEM FROM PASTURING UPON THE PROPERTY OF OTHERS.
HIS SOJOURN IN EGYPT
SCARCELY HAD ABRAHAM ESTABLISHED HIMSELF IN CANAAN, WHEN A DEVASTATING FAMINE BROKE OUT--ONE OF THE TEN GOD APPOINTED FAMINES FOR THE CHASTISEMENT OF MEN. THE FIRST OF THEM CAME IN THE TIME OF ADAM, WHEN GOD [SEXUALLY] CURSED THE GROUND FOR HIS SAKE; THE SECOND WAS THIS ONE IN THE TIME OF ABRAHAM; THE THIRD COMPELLED ISAAC TO TAKE UP HIS ABODE AMONG THE PHILISTINES; THE RAVAGES OF THE FOURTH DROVE THE SONS OF JACOB INTO EGYPT TO BUY GRAIN FOR FOOD; THE FIFTH CAME IN THE TIME OF THE JUDGES, WHEN ELIMELECH AND HIS FAMILY HAD TO SEEK REFUGE IN THE LAND OF MOAB; THE SIXTH OCCURRED DURING THE REIGN OF DAVID, AND IT LASTED THREE YEARS; THE SEVENTH HAPPENED IN THE DAY OF ELIJAH, WHO HAD SWORN THAT NEITHER RAIN NOR DEW SHOULD FALL UPON THE EARTH; THE EIGHTH WAS THE ONE IN THE TIME OF ELISHA, WHEN AN ASS'S HEAD WAS SOLD FOR FOURSCORE PIECES OF SILVER; THE NINTH IS THE FAMINE THAT COMES UPON MEN PIECEMEAL, FROM TIME TO TIME; AND THE TENTH WILL SCOURGE MEN BEFORE THE ADVENT OF MESSIAH, AND THIS LAST WILL BE "NOT A FAMINE OF BREAD, NOR A THIRST FOR WATER, BUT OF HEARING THE WORDS OF THE LORD." THE FAMINE IN THE TIME OF ABRAHAM PREVAILED ONLY IN CANAAN, AND IT HAD BEEN INFLICTED UPON THE LAND IN ORDER TO TEST HIS FAITH. HE STOOD THIS SECOND [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION AS HE HAD THE FIRST. HE MURMURED NOT, AND HE SHOWED NO SIGN OF IMPATIENCE TOWARD GOD, WHO HAD BIDDEN HIM SHORTLY BEFORE TO ABANDON HIS NATIVE LAND FOR A LAND OF STARVATION. THE FAMINE COMPELLED HIM TO LEAVE CANAAN FOR A TIME, AND HE REPAIRED TO EGYPT, TO BECOME ACQUAINTED THERE WITH THE WISDOM OF THE PRIESTS AND, IF NECESSARY, GIVE THEM INSTRUCTION IN THE TRUTH. ON THIS JOURNEY FROM CANAAN TO EGYPT, ABRAHAM FIRST OBSERVED THE BEAUTY OF SARAH. CHASTE AS HE WAS, HE HAD NEVER BEFORE LOOKED AT HER, BUT NOW, WHEN THEY WERE WADING THROUGH A STREAM, HE SAW THE REFLECTION OF HER BEAUTY IN THE WATER LIKE THE BRILLIANCE OF THE SUN. WHEREFORE HE SPOKE TO HER THUS, "THE EGYPTIANS ARE VERY SENSUAL, AND I WILL PUT THEE IN A CASKET THAT NO HARM, BEFALL ME ON ACCOUNT OF THEE." AT THE EGYPTIAN BOUNDARY, THE TAX COLLECTORS ASKED HIM ABOUT THE CONTENTS OF THE CASKET, AND ABRAHAM TOLD THEM HE HAD BARLEY IN IT. "NO," THEY SAID, "IT CONTAINS WHEAT." "VERY WELL," REPLIED ABRAHAM, "I AM PREPARED TO PAY THE TAX ON WHEAT." THE OFFICERS THEN HAZARDED THE GUESS, "IT CONTAINS PEPPER!" ABRAHAM AGREED TO PAY THE TAX ON PEPPER, AND WHEN THEY CHARGED HIM WITH CONCEALING GOLD IN THE CASKET, HE DID NOT REFUSE TO PAY THE TAX ON GOLD, AND FINALLY ON PRECIOUS STONES. SEEING THAT HE DEMURRED TO NO CHARGE, HOWEVER HIGH, THE TAX COLLECTORS, MADE THOROUGHLY SUSPICIOUS, INSISTED UPON HIS UNFASTENING THE CASKET AND LETTING THEM EXAMINE THE CONTENTS. WHEN IT WAS FORCED OPEN, THE WHOLE OF EGYPT WAS RESPLENDENT WITH THE BEAUTY OF SARAH. IN COMPARISON WITH HER, ALL OTHER BEAUTIES WERE LIKE APES COMPARED WITH MEN. SHE EXCELLED EVE HERSELF. THE SERVANTS OF PHARAOH OUTBID ONE ANOTHER IN SEEKING TO OBTAIN POSSESSION OF HER, THOUGH THEY WERE OF OPINION THAT SO RADIANT A BEAUTY OUGHT NOT TO REMAIN THE PROPERTY OF A PRIVATE INDIVIDUAL. THEY REPORTED THE MATTER TO THE KING, AND PHARAOH SENT A POWERFUL ARMED FORCE TO BRING SARAH TO THE PALACE, AND SO BEWITCHED WAS HE BY HER CHARMS THAT THOSE WHO HAD BROUGHT HIM THE NEWS OF HER COMING INTO EGYPT WERE LOADED DOWN WITH BOUNTIFUL GIFTS. AMID TEARS, ABRAHAM OFFERED UP A PRAYER. HE ENTREATED GOD IN THESE WORDS: "IS THIS THE REWARD FOR MY CONFIDENCE IN THEE? FOR THE SAKE OF THY GRACE AND THY LOVINGKINDNESS, LET NOT MY HOPE BE PUT TO SHAME." SARAH ALSO IMPLORED GOD, SAYING: "O GOD, THOU, DIDST BID MY LORD ABRAHAM LEAVE HIS HOME, THE LAND OF HIS FATHERS, AND JOURNEY TO CANAAN, AND THOU DIDST PROMISE HIM TO DO GOOD UNTO HIM IF HE FULFILLED THY COMMANDS. AND NOW WE HAVE DONE AS THOU DIDST COMMAND US TO DO. WE LEFT OUR COUNTRY AND OUR KINDRED, AND WE JOURNEYED TO A STRANGE LAND, UNTO A PEOPLE WHICH WE KNEW NOT HERETOFORE. WE CAME HITHER TO SAVE OUR PEOPLE FROM STARVATION, AND NOW HATH THIS TERRIBLE MISFORTUNE BEFALLEN. O LORD, HELP ME AND SAVE ME FROM THE HAND OF THIS ENEMY, AND FOR THE SAKE OF THY GRACE SHOW ME GOOD." AN ANGEL APPEARED UNTO SARAH WHILE SHE WAS IN THE PRESENCE OF THE KING, TO WHOM HE WAS NOT VISIBLE, AND HE BADE HER TAKE COURAGE, SAYING, "FEAR NAUGHT, SARAH, FOR GOD HATH HEARD THY PRAYER." THE KING QUESTIONED SARAH AS TO THE MAN IN THE COMPANY OF WHOM SHE HAD COME TO EGYPT, AND SARAH CALLED ABRAHAM HER BROTHER. PHARAOH PLEDGED HIMSELF TO MAKE ABRAHAM GREAT AND POWERFUL, TO DO FOR HIM WHATEVER SHE WISHED. HE SENT MUCH GOLD AND SILVER TO ABRAHAM, AND DIAMONDS AND PEARLS, SHEEP AND OXEN, AND MEN SLAVES AND WOMEN SLAVES, AND HE ASSIGNED A RESIDENCE TO HIM WITHIN THE PRECINCTS OF THE ROYAL PALACE. IN THE [SEXLESS] LOVE HE BORE SARAH, HE WROTE OUT A MARRIAGE CONTRACT, DEEDING TO HER ALL HE OWNED IN THE WAY OF GOLD AND SILVER, AND MEN SLAVES AND WOMEN SLAVES, AND THE PROVINCE OF GOSHEN BESIDES, THE PROVINCE OCCUPIED IN LATER DAYS BY THE DESCENDANTS OF SARAH, BECAUSE IT WAS THEIR PROPERTY. MOST REMARKABLE OF ALL, HE GAVE HER HIS OWN DAUGHTER HAGAR AS SLAVE, FOR HE PREFERRED TO SEE HIS DAUGHTER THE SERVANT OF SARAH TO REIGNING AS MISTRESS IN ANOTHER HAREM. HIS FREE-HANDED GENEROSITY AVAILED NAUGHT. DURING THE NIGHT, WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO APPROACH SARAH, AN ANGEL APPEARED ARMED WITH A STICK, AND IF PHARAOH BUT TOUCHED SARAH'S SHOE TO REMOVE IT FROM HER FOOT, THE ANGEL PLANTED A BLOW UPON HIS HAND, AND WHEN HE GRASPED HER DRESS, A SECOND BLOW FOLLOWED. AT EACH BLOW HE WAS ABOUT TO DEAL, THE ANGEL ASKED SARAH WHETHER HE WAS TO LET IT DESCEND, AND IF SHE BADE HIM GIVE PHARAOH A MOMENT TO RECOVER HIMSELF, HE WAITED AND DID AS SHE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED. AND ANOTHER GREAT MIRACLE CAME TO PASS. PHARAOH, AND HIS NOBLES, AND HIS SERVANTS, THE VERY WALLS OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS BED WERE AFFLICTED WITH LEPROSY, AND HE COULD NOT INDULGE HIS CARNAL [SEXUAL] DESIRES. THIS NIGHT IN WHICH PHARAOH AND HIS COURT SUFFERED THEIR WELL-DESERVED PUNISHMENT WAS THE NIGHT OF THE FIFTEENTH OF NISAN, THE SAME NIGHT WHEREIN GOD VISITED THE EGYPTIANS IN A LATER TIME IN ORDER TO REDEEM ISRAEL, THE DESCENDANTS OF SARAH. HORRIFIED BY THE PLAGUE SENT UPON HIM, PHARAOH INQUIRED HOW HE COULD RID HIMSELF THEREOF. HE APPLIED TO THE PRIESTS, FROM WHOM HE FOUND OUT THE TRUE CAUSE OF HIS AFFLICTION, WHICH WAS CORROBORATED BY SARAH. HE THEN SENT FOR ABRAHAM AND RETURNED HIS WIFE TO HIM, PURE AND UNTOUCHED, AND EXCUSED HIMSELF FOR WHAT HAD HAPPENED, SAYING THAT HE HAD HAD THE INTENTION OF CONNECTING HIMSELF IN MARRIAGE WITH HIM, WHOM HE HAD THOUGHT TO BE THE BROTHER OF SARAH. HE BESTOWED RICH GIFTS UPON THE HUSBAND AND THE WIFE, AND THEY DEPARTED FOR CANAAN, AFTER A THREE MONTHS' SOJOURN IN EGYPT. ARRIVED IN CANAAN THEY SOUGHT THE SAME NIGHT-SHELTERS AT WHICH THEY HAD RESTED BEFORE, IN ORDER TO PAY THEIR ACCOUNTS, AND ALSO TO TEACH BY THEIR EXAMPLE THAT IT IS NOT PROPER TO SEEK NEW QUARTERS UNLESS ONE IS FORCED TO IT. ABRAHAM'S SOJOURN IN EGYPT WAS OF GREAT SERVICE TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE COUNTRY, BECAUSE HE DEMONSTRATED TO THE WISE MEN OF THE LAND HOW EMPTY AND VAIN THEIR VIEWS WERE, AND ALSO, HE TAUGHT THEM ASTRONOMY AND ASTROLOGY, UNKNOWN IN EGYPT BEFORE HIS TIME.
THE 1ST PHARAOH
THE EGYPTIAN RULER, WHOSE MEETING WITH ABRAHAM HAD PROVED SO UNTOWARD AN EVENT, WAS THE FIRST TO BEAR THE NAME PHARAOH. THE SUCCEEDING KINGS WERE NAMED THUS AFTER HIM. THE ORIGIN OF THE NAME IS CONNECTED WITH THE LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF RAKYON, HAVE-NAUGHT, A MAN WISE, HANDSOME, AND POOR, WHO LIVED IN THE LAND OF SHINAR. FINDING HIMSELF UNABLE TO SUPPORT HIMSELF IN SHINAR, HE RESOLVED TO DEPART FOR EGYPT, WHERE HE EXPECTED TO DISPLAY HIS WISDOM BEFORE THE KING, ASHWEROSH, THE SON OF 'ANAM. PERHAPS HE WOULD FIND GRACE IN THE EYES OF THE KING, WHO WOULD GIVE RAKYON THE OPPORTUNITY OF SUPPORTING HIMSELF AND RISING TO BE A GREAT MAN. WHEN HE REACHED EGYPT, HE LEARNT THAT IT WAS THE CUSTOM OF THE COUNTRY FOR THE KING TO REMAIN IN RETIREMENT IN HIS PALACE, REMOVED FROM THE SIGHT OF THE PEOPLE. ONLY ON ONE DAY OF THE YEAR HE SHOWED HIMSELF IN PUBLIC, AND RECEIVED ALL WHO HAD A PETITION TO SUBMIT TO HIM. RICHER BY A DISAPPOINTMENT, RAKYON KNEW NOT HOW HE WAS TO EARN A LIVELIHOOD IN THE STRANGE COUNTRY. HE WAS FORCED TO SPEND THE NIGHT IN A [SEXUAL] RUIN, HUNGRY AS HE WAS. THE NEXT DAY HE DECIDED TO TRY TO EARN SOMETHING BY SELLING VEGETABLES. BY A LUCKY CHANCE HE FELL IN WITH SOME DEALERS IN VEGETABLES, BUT AS HE DID NOT KNOW THE CUSTOMS OF THE COUNTRY, HIS NEW UNDERTAKING WAS NOT FAVORED WITH GOOD FORTUNE. RUFFIANS ASSAULTED HIM, SNATCHED HIS WARES FROM HIM, AND MADE A LAUGHING-STOCK OF HIM. THE SECOND NIGHT, WHICH HE WAS COMPELLED TO SPEND IN THE [SEXUAL] RUIN AGAIN, A SLY PLAN RIPENED IN HIS MIND. HE AROSE AND GATHERED TOGETHER A CREW OF THIRTY LUSTY FELLOWS. HE TOOK THEM TO THE GRAVEYARD, AND BADE THEM, IN THE NAME OF THE KING, CHARGE TWO HUNDRED PIECES OF SILVER FOR EVERY BODY THEY BURIED. OTHERWISE INTERMENT WAS TO BE PREVENTED. IN THIS WAY HE SUCCEEDED IN AMASSING GREAT WEALTH WITHIN EIGHT MONTHS. NOT ONLY DID HE ACQUIRE SILVER, GOLD, AND PRECIOUS GEMS, BUT ALSO, HE ATTACHED A CONSIDERABLE FORCE, ARMED AND MOUNTED, TO HIS PERSON. ON THE DAY ON WHICH THE KING APPEARED AMONG THE PEOPLE, THEY BEGAN TO COMPLAIN OF THIS TAX UPON THE DEAD. THEY SAID: "WHAT IS THIS THOU ART INFLICTING UPON THY SERVANTS- PERMITTING NONE TO BE BURIED UNLESS THEY PAY THEE SILVER AND GOLD! HAS A THING LIKE THIS COME TO PASS IN THE WORLD SINCE THE DAYS OF ADAM, THAT THE DEAD SHOULD NOT BE INTERRED UNLESS MONEY BE PAID THEREFOR! WE KNOW WELL THAT IT IS THE PRIVILEGE OF THE KING TO TAKE AN ANNUAL TAX FROM THE LIVING. BUT THOU TAKEST TRIBUTE FROM THE DEAD, TOO, AND THOU EXACTEST IT, DAY BY DAY. O KING, WE CANNOT ENDURE THIS ANY LONGER, FOR THE WHOLE OF THE CITY IS [SEXUAL] RUINED THEREBY." THE KING, WHO HAD HAD NO SUSPICION OF RAKYON'S DOINGS, FELL INTO A GREAT RAGE WHEN THE PEOPLE GAVE HIM INFORMATION ABOUT THEM. HE ORDERED HIM AND HIS ARMED FORCE TO APPEAR BEFORE HIM. RAKYON DID NOT COME EMPTY-HANDED. HE WAS PRECEDED BY A THOUSAND YOUTHS AND MAIDENS, MOUNTED UPON STEEDS AND ARRAYED IN STATE APPAREL. THESE WERE A PRESENT TO THE KING. WHEN HE HIMSELF STEPPED BEFORE THE KING, HE DELIVERED GOLD, SILVER, AND DIAMONDS TO HIM IN GREAT ABUNDANCE, AND A MAGNIFICENT CHARGER. THESE GIFTS AND THE DISPLAY OF SPLENDOR DID NOT FAIL OF TAKING EFFECT UPON THE KING, AND WHEN RAKYON, IN WELL-CONSIDERED WORDS AND WITH A PLIANT TONGUE, DESCRIBED THE UNDERTAKING, HE WON NOT ONLY THE KING TO HIS SIDE, BUT ALSO THE WHOLE COURT, AND THE KING SAID TO HIM, "NO LONGER SHALT THOU BE CALLED RAKYON, HAVE-NAUGHT, BUT PHARAOH, PAYMASTER, FOR THOU DIDST COLLECT TAXES FROM THE DEAD." SO PROFOUND WAS THE IMPRESSION MADE BY RAKYON THAT THE KING, THE GRANDEES, AND THE PEOPLE, ALL TOGETHER RESOLVED TO PUT THE GUIDANCE OF THE REALM IN THE HANDS OF PHARAOH. UNDER THE SUZERAINTY OF ASHWEROSH HE ADMINISTERED [SEXLESS] LAW AND [DIVINE] JUSTICE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR; ONLY ON THE ONE DAY WHEN HE SHOWED HIMSELF TO THE PEOPLE DID THE KING HIMSELF GIVE JUDGMENT AND DECIDE CASES. THROUGH THE POWER THUS CONFERRED UPON HIM AND THROUGH CUNNING PRACTICES, PHARAOH SUCCEEDED IN USURPING ROYAL AUTHORITY, AND HE COLLECTED TAXES FROM ALL THE INHABITANTS OF EGYPT. NEVERTHELESS, HE WAS BELOVED OF THE PEOPLE, AND IT WAS DECREED THAT EVERY RULER OF EGYPT SHOULD THENCEFORTH BEAR THE NAME PHARAOH.
THE WAR OF THE KINGS
ON HIS RETURN FROM EGYPT ABRAHAM'S RELATIONS TO HIS OWN FAMILY WERE DISTURBED BY ANNOYING CIRCUMSTANCES. STRIFE DEVELOPED BETWEEN THE HERDMEN OF HIS CATTLE AND THE HERDMEN OF LOT'S CATTLE. ABRAHAM FURNISHED HIS HERDS WITH MUZZLES, BUT LOT MADE NO SUCH PROVISION, AND WHEN THE SHEPHERDS THAT PASTURED ABRAHAM'S FLOCKS TOOK LOT'S SHEPHERDS TO TASK ON ACCOUNT OF THE OMISSION, THE LATTER REPLIED: "IT IS KNOWN OF A SURETY THAT GOD SAID UNTO ABRAHAM, 'TO THY SEED WILL I GIVE THE LAND.' BUT ABRAHAM IS A STERILE MULE. NEVER WILL HE HAVE CHILDREN. ON THE MORROW HE WILL DIE, AND LOT WILL BE HIS HEIR. THUS, THE FLOCKS OF LOT ARE BUT CONSUMING WHAT BELONGS TO THEM OR THEIR MASTER." BUT GOD SPOKE: "VERILY, I SAID UNTO ABRAHAM I WOULD GIVE THE LAND UNTO HIS SEED, BUT ONLY AFTER THE SEVEN NATIONS SHALL HAVE BEEN DESTROYED FROM OUT OF THE LAND. TO-DAY THE CANAANITES ARE THEREIN, AND THE PERIZZITES. THEY STILL HAVE THE RIGHT OF HABITATION." NOW, WHEN THE STRIFE EXTENDED FROM THE SERVANTS TO THE MASTERS, AND ABRAHAM VAINLY CALLED HIS NEPHEW LOT TO ACCOUNT FOR HIS UNBECOMING BEHAVIOR, ABRAHAM DECIDED HE WOULD HAVE TO PART FROM HIS KINSMAN, THOUGH HE SHOULD HAVE TO COMPEL LOT THERETO BY FORCE. LOT THEREUPON SEPARATED HIMSELF NOT FROM ABRAHAM ALONE, BUT FROM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM ALSO, AND HE BETOOK HIMSELF TO A DISTRICT IN WHICH IMMORALITY AND [SEXUAL] SIN REIGNED SUPREME, WHEREFORE PUNISHMENT OVERTOOK HIM, FOR HIS OWN FLESH [SEXUALLY] SEDUCED HIM LATER UNTO [SEXUAL] SIN. GOD WAS DISPLEASED WITH ABRAHAM FOR NOT LIVING IN PEACE AND HARMONY WITH HIS OWN KINDRED, AS HE LIVED WITH ALL THE WORLD BESIDE. ON THE OTHER HAND, GOD ALSO TOOK IT IN ILL PART THAT ABRAHAM WAS ACCEPTING LOT TACITLY AS HIS HEIR, THOUGH HE HAD PROMISED HIM, IN CLEAR, UNMISTAKABLE WORDS, "TO THY SEED WILL I GIVE THE LAND." AFTER ABRAHAM HAD SEPARATED HIMSELF FROM LOT, HE RECEIVED THE ASSURANCE AGAIN THAT CANAAN SHOULD ONCE BELONG TO HIS SEED, WHICH GOD WOULD MULTIPLY AS THE SAND WHICH IS UPON THE SEA-SHORE. AS THE SAND FILLS THE WHOLE EARTH, SO THE OFFSPRING OF ABRAHAM WOULD BE SCATTERED OVER THE WHOLE EARTH, FROM END TO END; AND AS THE EARTH IS BLESSED ONLY WHEN IT IS MOISTENED WITH WATER, SO HIS OFFSPRING WOULD BE BLESSED THROUGH THE TORAH, WHICH IS LIKENED UNTO WATER; AND AS THE EARTH ENDURES LONGER THAN METAL, SO HIS OFFSPRING WOULD ENDURE FOREVER, WHILE THE HEATHEN WOULD VANISH; AND AS THE EARTH IS TRODDEN UPON, SO HIS OFFSPRING WOULD BE TRODDEN UPON BY THE FOUR KINGDOMS. THE DEPARTURE OF LOT HAD A SERIOUS CONSEQUENCE, FOR THE WAR WAGED BY ABRAHAM AGAINST THE FOUR KINGS IS INTIMATELY CONNECTED WITH IT. LOT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO SETTLE IN THE WELL-WATERED CIRCLE OF THE JORDAN, BUT THE ONLY CITY OF THE PLAIN THAT WOULD RECEIVE HIM WAS SODOM, THE KING OF WHICH ADMITTED THE NEPHEW OF ABRAHAM OUT OF CONSIDERATION FOR THE LATTER. THE FIVE IMPIOUS KINGS PLANNED FIRST TO MAKE WAR UPON SODOM ON ACCOUNT OF LOT AND THEN ADVANCE UPON ABRAHAM. FOR ONE OF THE FIVE, AMRAPHEL, WAS NONE OTHER THAN NIMROD, ABRAHAM'S ENEMY FROM OF OLD. THE IMMEDIATE OCCASION FOR THE WAR WAS THIS: CHEDORLAOMER, ONE OF NIMROD'S GENERALS, REBELLED AGAINST HIM AFTER THE BUILDERS OF THE TOWER WERE DISPERSED, AND HE SET HIMSELF UP AS KING OF ELAM. THEN HE SUBJUGATED THE HAMITIC TRIBES LIVING IN THE FIVE CITIES OF THE PLAIN OF THE JORDAN, AND MADE THEM TRIBUTARY. FOR TWELVE YEARS THEY WERE FAITHFUL TO THEIR SOVEREIGN RULER CHEDORLAOMER, BUT THEN THEY REFUSED TO PAY THE TRIBUTE, AND THEY PERSISTED IN THEIR INSUBORDINATION FOR THIRTEEN YEARS. MAKING THE MOST OF CHEDORLAOMER'S EMBARRASSMENT, NIMROD LED A HOST OF SEVEN THOUSAND WARRIORS AGAINST HIS FORMER GENERAL. IN THE BATTLE FOUGHT BETWEEN ELAM AND SHINAR, NIMROD SUFFERED A DISASTROUS DEFEAT, HE LOST SIX HUNDRED OF HIS ARMY, AND AMONG THE SLAIN WAS THE KING'S SON MARDON. HUMILIATED AND ABASED, HE RETURNED TO HIS COUNTRY, AND HE WAS FORCED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE SUZERAINTY OF CHEDORLAOMER, WHO NOW PROCEEDED TO FORM AN ALLIANCE WITH ARIOCH KING OF ELLASAR, AND TIDAL, THE KING OF SEVERAL NATIONS, THE PURPOSE OF WHICH WAS TO CRUSH THE CITIES OF THE CIRCLE OF THE JORDAN. THE UNITED FORCES OF THESE KINGS, NUMBERING EIGHT HUNDRED THOUSAND, MARCHED UPON THE FIVE CITIES, SUBDUING WHATEVER THEY ENCOUNTERED IN THEIR COURSE, AND ANNIHILATING THE DESCENDANTS OF THE GIANTS. FORTIFIED PLACES, UNWALLED CITIES, AND FLAT, OPEN COUNTRY, ALL FELL IN THEIR HANDS. THEY PUSHED ON THROUGH THE DESERT AS FAR AS THE SPRING ISSUING FROM THE ROCK AT KADESH, THE SPOT APPOINTED BY GOD AS THE PLACE OF PRONOUNCING JUDGMENT AGAINST MOSES AND AARON ON ACCOUNT OF THE WATERS OF STRIFE. THENCE THEY TURNED TOWARD THE CENTRAL PORTION OF PALESTINE, THE COUNTRY OF DATES, WHERE THEY ENCOUNTERED THE FIVE GODLESS KINGS, BERA, THE VILLAIN, KING OF SODOM; BIRSHA, THE [SEXUAL] SINNER, KING OF GOMORRAH; SHINAB, THE FATHER-HATER, KING OF ADMAH; SHEMEBER, THE VOLUPTUARY, KING OF ZEBOIIM; AND THE KING OF BELA, THE CITY THAT DEVOURS ITS INHABITANTS. THE FIVE WERE ROUTED IN THE FRUITFUL VALE OF SIDDIM, THE CANALS OF WHICH LATER FORMED THE DEAD SEA. THEY THAT REMAINED OF THE RANK AND FILE FLED TO THE MOUNTAINS, BUT THE KINGS FELL INTO THE SLIME PITS AND STUCK THERE. ONLY THE KING OF SODOM WAS RESCUED, MIRACULOUSLY, FOR THE PURPOSE THAT HE MIGHT CONVERT THOSE, HEATHEN TO FAITH IN GOD THAT HAD NOT BELIEVED IN THE WONDERFUL DELIVERANCE OF ABRAHAM FROM THE FIERY FURNACE. THE VICTORS DESPOILED SODOM OF ALL ITS GOODS AND VICTUALS, AND TOOK LOT, BOASTING, "WE HAVE TAKEN THE SON OF ABRAHAM'S BROTHER CAPTIVE," SO BETRAYING THE REAL OBJECT OF THEIR UNDERTAKING; THEIR INNERMOST [SEXUAL] DESIRE WAS TO STRIKE AT ABRAHAM. IT WAS ON THE FIRST EVENING OF THE PASSOVER, AND ABRAHAM WAS EATING OF THE UNLEAVENED BREAD, WHEN THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL BROUGHT HIM THE REPORT OF LOT'S CAPTIVITY. THIS ANGEL BEARS ANOTHER NAME BESIDES, PALIT, THE ESCAPED, BECAUSE WHEN GOD THREW SAMAEL AND HIS HOST FROM THEIR HOLY PLACE IN HEAVEN, THE REBELLIOUS LEADER HELD ON TO MICHAEL AND TRIED TO DRAG HIM ALONG DOWNWARD, AND MICHAEL ESCAPED FALLING FROM HEAVEN ONLY THROUGH THE HELP OF GOD. WHEN THE REPORT OF HIS NEPHEW'S EVIL STATE REACHED ABRAHAM, HE STRAIGHTWAY DISMISSED ALL THOUGHT OF HIS DISSENSIONS WITH LOT FROM HIS MIND, AND ONLY CONSIDERED WAYS AND MEANS OF DELIVERANCE. HE CONVOKED HIS DISCIPLES TO WHOM HE HAD TAUGHT THE TRUE FAITH, AND WHO ALL CALLED THEMSELVES BY THE NAME ABRAHAM. HE GAVE THEM GOLD AND SILVER, SAYING AT THE SAME TIME: "KNOW THAT WE GO TO WAR FOR THE PURPOSE OF SAVING HUMAN LIVES. THEREFORE, DO YE NOT DIRECT YOUR EYES UPON MONEY, HERE LIE GOLD AND SILVER BEFORE YOU." FURTHERMORE, HE ADMONISHED THEM IN THESE WORDS: "WE ARE PREPARING TO GO TO WAR. LET NONE JOIN US WHO HATH COMMITTED A TRESPASS, AND FEARS THAT DIVINE PUNISHMENT WILL DESCEND UPON HIM." ALARMED BY HIS WARNING, NOT ONE WOULD OBEY HIS CALL TO ARMS, THEY WERE FEARFUL ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. ELIEZER ALONE REMAINED WITH HIM, WHEREFORE GOD SPAKE, AND SAID: "ALL FORSOOK THEE SAVE ONLY ELIEZER. VERILY, I SHALL INVEST HIM WITH THE STRENGTH OF THE THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEEN MEN WHOSE AID THOU DIDST SEEK IN VAIN." THE BATTLE FOUGHT WITH THE MIGHTY HOSTS OF THE KINGS, FROM WHICH ABRAHAM EMERGED VICTORIOUS, HAPPENED ON THE FIFTEENTH OF NISAN, THE NIGHT APPOINTED FOR MIRACULOUS [SEXLESS] DEEDS. THE ARROWS AND STONES HURLED AT HIM EFFECTED NAUGHT, BUT THE DUST OF THE GROUND, THE CHAFF, AND THE STUBBLE WHICH HE THREW AT THE ENEMY WERE TRANSFORMED INTO DEATH-DEALING JAVELINS AND SWORDS. ABRAHAM, AS TALL AS SEVENTY MEN SET ON END, AND REQUIRING AS MUCH FOOD AND DRINK AS SEVENTY MEN, MARCHED FORWARD WITH GIANT STRIDES, EACH OF HIS STEPS MEASURING FOUR MILES, UNTIL HE OVERTOOK THE KINGS, AND ANNIHILATED THEIR TROOPS. FURTHER HE COULD NOT GO, FOR HE HAD REACHED DAN, WHERE JEROBOAM WOULD ONCE RAISE THE GOLDEN CALVES, AND ON THIS OMINOUS SPOT ABRAHAM'S STRENGTH DIMINISHED. HIS VICTORY WAS POSSIBLE ONLY BECAUSE THE CELESTIAL POWERS ESPOUSED HIS SIDE. THE PLANET JUPITER MADE THE NIGHT BRIGHT FOR HIM, AND AN ANGEL, LAILAH BY NAME, FOUGHT FOR HIM. IN A TRUE SENSE, IT WAS A VICTORY OF GOD. ALL THE NATIONS ACKNOWLEDGED HIS MORE THAN HUMAN ACHIEVEMENT, AND THEY FASHIONED A THRONE FOR ABRAHAM, AND ERECTED IT ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE. WHEN THEY ATTEMPTED TO SEAT HIM UPON IT, AMID EXCLAMATIONS OF "THOU ART OUR KING! THOU ART OUR PRINCE! THOU ART OUR GOD!" ABRAHAM WARDED THEM OFF, AND SAID, "THE UNIVERSE HAS ITS KING, AND IT HAS ITS GOD!" HE DECLINED ALL HONORS, AND RETURNED HIS PROPERTY UNTO EACH MAN. ONLY THE LITTLE CHILDREN HE KEPT BY HIMSELF. HE REARED THEM IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, AND LATER THEY ATONED FOR THE DISGRACE OF THEIR PARENTS. SOMEWHAT ARROGANTLY THE KING OF SODOM SET OUT TO MEET ABRAHAM. HE WAS PROUD THAT A GREAT MIRACLE, HIS RESCUE FROM THE SLIME PIT, HAD BEEN PERFORMED FOR HIM, TOO. HE MADE ABRAHAM THE PROPOSITION THAT HE, KEEP THE DESPOILED GOODS FOR HIMSELF. BUT ABRAHAM REFUSED THEM, AND SAID: "I HAVE LIFT UP MINE HAND UNTO THE LORD, GOD MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], WHO HATH CREATED THE WORLD FOR THE SAKE OF THE PIOUS, THAT I WILL NOT TAKE A THREAD NOR A SHOE-LATCHET NOR AUGHT THAT IS THINE. I HAVE NO RIGHT UPON ANY GOODS TAKEN AS SPOILS, SAVE ONLY THAT WHICH THE YOUNG MEN HAVE EATEN, AND THE PORTION OF THE MEN WHO TARRIED BY THE STUFF, THOUGH THEY WENT NOT DOWN TO THE BATTLE ITSELF." THE EXAMPLE OF ABRAHAM IN GIVING A SHARE IN THE SPOILS EVEN UNTO THE MEN NOT CONCERNED DIRECTLY IN THE BATTLE, WAS FOLLOWED LATER BY DAVID, WHO HEEDED NOT THE PROTEST OF THE WICKED MEN AND THE BASE FELLOWS WITH HIM, THAT THE WATCHERS WHO STAID BY THE STUFF WERE NOT ENTITLED TO SHARE ALIKE WITH THE WARRIORS THAT HAD GONE DOWN TO THE BATTLE. IN SPITE OF HIS GREAT SUCCESS, ABRAHAM NEVERTHELESS WAS CONCERNED ABOUT THE ISSUE OF THE WAR. HE FEARED THAT THE PROHIBITION AGAINST SHEDDING THE BLOOD OF MAN HAD BEEN TRANSGRESSED, AND HE ALSO DREADED THE RESENTMENT OF SHEM, WHOSE DESCENDANTS HAD PERISHED IN THE ENCOUNTER. BUT GOD REASSURED HIM, AND SAID: "BE NOT AFRAID! THOU HAST BUT EXTIRPATED THE THORNS, AND AS TO SHEM, HE WILL BLESS THEE RATHER THAN [SEXUAL] CURSE THEE." SO, IT WAS. WHEN ABRAHAM RETURNED FROM THE WAR, SHEM, OR, AS HE IS SOMETIMES CALLED, MELCHIZEDEK, THE KING OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, PRIEST OF GOD MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND KING OF JERUSALEM, CAME FORTH TO MEET HIM WITH BREAD AND WINE. AND THIS HIGH PRIEST INSTRUCTED ABRAHAM IN THE [SEXLESS] LAWS OF THE PRIESTHOOD AND IN THE TORAH, AND TO PROVE HIS FRIENDSHIP FOR HIM HE BLESSED HIM, AND CALLED HIM THE PARTNER OF GOD IN THE POSSESSION OF THE WORLD, SEEING THAT THROUGH HIM THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HAD FIRST BEEN MADE KNOWN AMONG MEN. BUT MELCHIZEDEK ARRANGED THE WORDS OF HIS BLESSING IN AN UNSEEMLY WAY. HE NAMED ABRAHAM FIRST AND THEN GOD. AS A PUNISHMENT, HE WAS DEPOSED BY GOD FROM THE PRIESTLY DIGNITY, AND INSTEAD IT WAS PASSED OVER TO ABRAHAM, WITH WHOSE DESCENDANTS IT REMAINED FOREVER. AS A REWARD FOR THE [SEXLESS] SANCTIFICATION OF THE HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHICH ABRAHAM HAD BROUGHT ABOUT WHEN HE REFUSED TO KEEP AUGHT OF THE GOODS TAKEN IN BATTLE, HIS DESCENDANTS RECEIVED TWO COMMANDS, THE COMMAND OF THE THREADS IN THE BORDERS OF THEIR GARMENTS, AND THE COMMAND OF THE LATCHETS TO BE BOUND UPON THEIR HANDS AND TO BE USED AS FRONTLETS BETWEEN THEIR EYES. THUS, THEY COMMEMORATE THAT THEIR ANCESTOR REFUSED TO TAKE SO MUCH AS A THREAD OR A LATCHET. AND BECAUSE HE WOULD NOT TOUCH A SHOE-LATCHET OF THE SPOILS, HIS DESCENDANTS CAST THEIR SHOE UPON EDOM.
THE COVENANT OF THE PIECES
SHORTLY AFTER THE WAR, GOD REVEALED HIMSELF UNTO ABRAHAM, TO SOOTHE HIS CONSCIENCE AS TO THE SPILLING OF INNOCENT BLOOD, FOR IT WAS A SCRUPLE THAT GAVE HIM MUCH ANGUISH OF SPIRIT. GOD ASSURED HIM AT THE SAME TIME THAT HE WOULD CAUSE PIOUS MEN TO ARISE AMONG HIS DESCENDANTS, WHO, LIKE HIMSELF, WOULD BE A SHIELD UNTO THEIR GENERATION. AS A FURTHER DISTINCTION, GOD GAVE HIM LEAVE TO ASK WHAT HE WOULD HAVE, RARE GRACE ACCORDED TO NONE, BESIDE EXCEPT JACOB, SOLOMON, AHAZ, AND THE MESSIAH. ABRAHAM SPOKE, AND SAID: "O LORD OF THE WORLD, IF IN TIME TO COME MY DESCENDANTS SHOULD PROVOKE THY WRATH, IT, WERE BETTER I REMAINED CHILDLESS. LOT, FOR THE SAKE OF WHOM I JOURNEYED AS FAR AS DAMASCUS, WHERE GOD WAS MY PROTECTION, WOULD BE WELL PLEASED TO BE MY HEIR. MOREOVER, I HAVE READ IN THE STARS, 'ABRAHAM, THOU WILT BEGET NO CHILDREN.' " THEREUPON GOD RAISED ABRAHAM ABOVE THE VAULT OF THE SKIES, AND HE SAID, "THOU ART A PROPHET, NOT AN ASTROLOGER!" NOW ABRAHAM DEMANDED NO SIGN THAT HE WOULD BE BLESSED WITH OFFSPRING. WITHOUT LOSING ANOTHER WORD, HE BELIEVED IN THE LORD, AND HE WAS REWARDED FOR HIS SIMPLE FAITH BY A SHARE IN THIS WORLD AND A SHARE IN THE WORLD TO COME AS WELL, AND, BESIDES, THE REDEMPTION OF ISRAEL FROM THE EXILE WILL TAKE PLACE AS A RECOMPENSE FOR HIS FIRM TRUST. BUT THOUGH HE BELIEVED THE PROMISE MADE HIM WITH A FULL AND ABIDING FAITH, HE YET [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO KNOW BY WHAT MERIT OF THEIRS HIS DESCENDANTS WOULD MAINTAIN THEMSELVES. THEREFORE, GOD BADE HIM BRING HIM A SACRIFICE OF THREE HEIFERS, THREE SHE-GOATS, THREE RAMS, A TURTLE DOVE, AND A YOUNG PIGEON, THUS INDICATING TO ABRAHAM THE VARIOUS SACRIFICES THAT SHOULD ONCE BE BROUGHT IN THE TEMPLE, TO ATONE FOR THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF ISRAEL AND FURTHER HIS WELFARE. "BUT WHAT WILL BECOME OF MY DESCENDANTS," ASKED ABRAHAM, "AFTER THE TEMPLE IS DESTROYED?" GOD REPLIED, AND SAID, "IF THEY READ THE ORDER OF SACRIFICES AS THEY WILL BE SET DOWN IN THE SCRIPTURES, I WILL ACCOUNT IT UNTO THEM AS THOUGH THEY HAD OFFERED THE SACRIFICES, AND I WILL FORGIVE ALL THEIR [NON-SEXUAL] SINS." AND GOD CONTINUED AND REVEALED TO ABRAHAM THE COURSE OF ISRAEL'S HISTORY AND THE HISTORY OF THE WHOLE WORLD: THE HEIFER OF THREE YEARS INDICATES THE DOMINION OF BABYLON, THE SHE-GOAT OF THREE YEARS STANDS FOR THE EMPIRE OF THE GREEKS, THE RAM OF THREE YEARS FOR THE MEDO-PERSIAN POWER, THE RULE OF ISHMAEL IS REPRESENTED BY THE RAM, AND ISRAEL IS THE INNOCENT DOVE. ABRAHAM TOOK HIM THESE ANIMALS AND DIVIDED THEM IN THE MIDST. HAD HE NOT DONE SO, ISRAEL WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO RESIST THE POWER OF THE FOUR KINGDOMS. BUT THE BIRDS HE DIVIDED NOT, TO INDICATE THAT ISRAEL WILL REMAIN WHOLE. AND THE BIRDS OF PREY CAME DOWN UPON THE CARCASSES, AND ABRAHAM DROVE THEM AWAY. THUS, WAS ANNOUNCED THE ADVENT OF THE MESSIAH, WHO WILL CUT THE HEATHEN IN PIECES, BUT ABRAHAM BADE MESSIAH WAIT UNTIL THE TIME APPOINTED UNTO HIM. AND AS THE MESSIANIC TIME WAS MADE KNOWN UNTO ABRAHAM, SO ALSO THE TIME OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. WHEN HE LAID THE HALVES OF THE PIECES OVER AGAINST EACH OTHER, THE ANIMALS BECAME ALIVE AGAIN, AS THE BIRD FLEW OVER THEM. WHILE HE WAS PREPARING THESE SACRIFICES, A VISION OF GREAT IMPORT WAS GRANTED TO ABRAHAM. THE SUN SANK, AND A DEEP SLEEP FELL UPON HIM, AND HE BEHELD A SMOKING FURNACE, GEHENNA, THE FURNACE THAT GOD PREPARES FOR THE [SEXUAL] SINNER; AND HE BEHELD A FLAMING TORCH, THE REVELATION ON SINAI, WHERE ALL THE PEOPLE SAW FLAMING TORCHES; AND HE BEHELD THE SACRIFICES TO BE BROUGHT BY ISRAEL; AND A HORROR OF GREAT DARKNESS FELL UPON HIM, THE DOMINION OF THE FOUR KINGDOMS. AND GOD SPAKE TO HIM: "ABRAHAM, AS LONG AS THY CHILDREN FULFIL THE TWO DUTIES OF STUDYING THE TORAH AND PERFORMING THE SERVICE IN THE TEMPLE, THE TWO VISITATIONS, GEHENNA AND ALIEN RULE, WILL BE SPARED THEM. BUT IF THEY NEGLECT THE TWO DUTIES, THEY WILL HAVE TO SUFFER THE TWO CHASTISEMENTS; ONLY THOU MAYEST CHOOSE WHETHER THEY SHALL BE PUNISHED BY MEANS OF GEHENNA OR BY MEANS OF THE DOMINION OF THE STRANGER." ALL THE DAY LONG ABRAHAM WAVERED, UNTIL GOD CALLED UNTO HIM: "HOW LONG WILT THOU HALT BETWEEN TWO OPINIONS? DECIDE FOR ONE OF THE TWO, AND LET IT BE FOR THE DOMINION OF THE STRANGER!" THEN GOD MADE KNOWN TO HIM THE FOUR HUNDRED YEARS' BONDAGE OF ISRAEL IN EGYPT, RECKONING FROM THE BIRTH OF ISAAC, FOR UNTO ABRAHAM HIMSELF WAS THE PROMISE GIVEN THAT HE SHOULD GO TO HIS FATHERS IN PEACE, AND FEEL NAUGHT OF THE ARROGANCE OF THE STRANGER OPPRESSOR. AT THE SAME TIME, IT WAS MADE KNOWN TO ABRAHAM THAT HIS FATHER TERAH WOULD HAVE A SHARE IN THE WORLD TO COME, FOR HE HAD DONE PENANCE FOR HIS [SEXUAL] SINFUL DEEDS. FURTHERMORE, IT WAS REVEALED TO HIM THAT HIS SON ISHMAEL WOULD TURN INTO THE PATH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WHILE YET HIS FATHER WAS ALIVE, AND HIS GRANDSON ESAU WOULD NOT BEGIN HIS IMPIOUS WAY OF LIFE UNTIL HE HIMSELF HAD PASSED AWAY. AND AS HE RECEIVED THE PROMISE OF THEIR DELIVERANCE TOGETHER WITH THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE SLAVERY OF HIS SEED, IN A LAND NOT THEIRS, SO IT WAS MADE KNOWN TO HIM THAT GOD WOULD JUDGE THE FOUR KINGDOMS AND DESTROY THEM.
THE BIRTH OF ISHMAEL
THE COVENANT OF THE PIECES, WHEREBY THE FORTUNES OF HIS DESCENDANTS WERE REVEALED TO ABRAHAM, WAS MADE AT A TIME WHEN HE WAS STILL CHILDLESS. AS LONG AS ABRAHAM AND SARAH DWELT OUTSIDE OF THE HOLY LAND, THEY LOOKED UPON THEIR CHILDLESSNESS AS A PUNISHMENT FOR NOT ABIDING WITHIN IT. BUT WHEN A TEN YEARS' SOJOURN IN PALESTINE FOUND HER BARREN AS BEFORE, SARAH PERCEIVED THAT THE FAULT LAY WITH HER. WITHOUT A TRACE OF JEALOUSY, SHE WAS READY TO GIVE HER SLAVE HAGAR TO ABRAHAM AS WIFE, FIRST MAKING HER A FREED WOMAN. FOR HAGAR WAS SARAH'S PROPERTY, NOT HER HUSBAND'S. SHE HAD RECEIVED HER FROM PHARAOH, THE FATHER OF HAGAR. TAUGHT AND BRED BY SARAH, SHE WALKED IN THE SAME PATH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AS HER MISTRESS, AND THUS WAS A SUITABLE COMPANION FOR ABRAHAM, AND, INSTRUCTED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, HE ACCEDED TO SARAH'S PROPOSAL. NO SOONER HAD HAGAR'S UNION WITH ABRAHAM BEEN CONSUMMATED, AND SHE FELT THAT SHE WAS WITH CHILD, THEN SHE BEGAN TO TREAT HER FORMER MISTRESS CONTEMPTUOUSLY, THOUGH SARAH WAS PARTICULARLY TENDER TOWARD HER IN THE STATE IN WHICH SHE WAS. WHEN NOBLE MATRONS CAME TO SEE SARAH, SHE WAS IN THE HABIT OF URGING THEM TO PAY A VISIT TO "POOR HAGAR," TOO. THE DAMES WOULD COMPLY WITH HER SUGGESTION, BUT HAGAR WOULD USE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISPARAGE SARAH. "MY LADY SARAH," SHE WOULD SAY, "IS NOT INWARDLY WHAT SHE APPEARS TO BE OUTWARDLY. SHE MAKES THE IMPRESSION OF A RIGHTEOUS, PIOUS WOMAN, BUT SHE IS NOT, FOR IF SHE WERE, HOW COULD HER CHILDLESSNESS BE EXPLAINED AFTER SO MANY YEARS OF MARRIAGE, WHILE I BECAME PREGNANT AT ONCE?" SARAH SCORNED TO BICKER WITH HER SLAVE, YET THE RAGE SHE FELT FOUND VENT IN THESE WORDS TO ABRAHAM: "IT IS THOU WHO ART DOING ME WRONG. THOU HEAREST THE WORDS OF HAGAR, AND THOU SAYEST NAUGHT TO OPPOSE THEM, AND I HOPED THAT THOU WOULDST TAKE MY PART. FOR THY SAKE DID I LEAVE MY NATIVE LAND AND THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER, AND I FOLLOWED THEE INTO A STRANGE LAND WITH TRUST IN GOD. IN EGYPT I PRETENDED TO BE THY SISTER, THAT NO HARM MIGHT BEFALL THEE. WHEN I SAW THAT I SHOULD BEAR NO CHILDREN, I TOOK THE EGYPTIAN WOMAN, MY SLAVE HAGAR, AND GAVE HER UNTO THEE FOR WIFE, CONTENTING MYSELF WITH THE THOUGHT THAT I WOULD REAR THE CHILDREN SHE WOULD BEAR. NOW SHE TREATS ME DISDAINFULLY IN THY PRESENCE. O THAT GOD MIGHT LOOK UPON THE INJUSTICE WHICH HATH BEEN DONE UNTO ME, TO JUDGE BETWEEN THEE AND ME, AND HAVE MERCY UPON US, RESTORE PEACE TO OUR HOME, AND GRANT US OFFSPRING, THAT WE HAVE NO NEED OF CHILDREN FROM HAGAR, THE EGYPTIAN BONDWOMAN OF THE GENERATION OF THE HEATHEN THAT CAST THEE IN THE FIERY FURNACE!" ABRAHAM, MODEST AND UNASSUMING AS HE WAS, WAS READY TO DO JUSTICE TO SARAH, AND HE CONFERRED FULL POWER UPON HER TO DISPOSE OF HAGAR ACCORDING TO HER PLEASURE. HE ADDED BUT ONE CAUTION, "HAVING ONCE MADE HER A MISTRESS, WE CANNOT AGAIN REDUCE HER TO THE STATE OF A BONDWOMAN." UNMINDFUL OF THIS WARNING, SARAH EXACTED THE SERVICES OF A SLAVE FROM HAGAR. NOT ALONE THIS, SHE TORMENTED HER, AND FINALLY SHE CAST AN EVIL EYE UPON HER, SO THAT THE UNBORN CHILD DROPPED FROM HER, AND SHE RAN AWAY. ON HER FLIGHT SHE WAS MET BY SEVERAL ANGELS, AND THEY BADE HER RETURN, AT THE SAME TIME MAKING KNOWN TO HER THAT SHE WOULD BEAR A SON WHO SHOULD BE CALLED ISHMAEL--ONE OF THE SIX MEN WHO HAVE BEEN GIVEN A NAME BY GOD BEFORE THEIR BIRTH, THE OTHERS BEING ISAAC, MOSES, SOLOMON, JOSIAH, AND THE MESSIAH. THIRTEEN YEARS AFTER THE BIRTH OF ISHMAEL THE COMMAND WAS ISSUED TO ABRAHAM THAT HE PUT THE SIGN OF THE COVENANT UPON HIS BODY AND UPON THE BODIES OF THE MALE MEMBERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD. ABRAHAM WAS RELUCTANT AT FIRST TO DO THE BIDDING OF GOD, FOR HE FEARED THAT THE CIRCUMCISION OF HIS FLESH WOULD RAISE A BARRIER BETWEEN HIMSELF AND THE REST OF MANKIND. BUT GOD SAID UNTO HIM, "LET IT SUFFICE THEE THAT I AM THY GOD AND THY LORD, AS IT SUFFICETH THE WORLD THAT I AM ITS GOD AND ITS LORD." ABRAHAM THEN CONSULTED WITH HIS THREE TRUE FRIENDS, ANER, ESHCOL, AND MAMRE, REGARDING THE COMMAND OF THE CIRCUMCISION. THE FIRST ONE SPOKE, AND SAID, "THOU ART NIGH UNTO A HUNDRED YEARS OLD, AND THOU CONSIDEREST INFLICTING SUCH PAIN UPON THYSELF?" THE ADVICE OF THE SECOND WAS ALSO AGAINST IT. "WHAT," SAID ESHCOL, "THOU CHOOSEST TO MARK THYSELF SO THAT THY ENEMIES MAY RECOGNIZE THEE WITHOUT FAIL?" MAMRE, THE THIRD, WAS THE ONLY ONE TO ADVISE OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMAND OF GOD. "GOD SUCCORED THEE FROM THE FIERY FURNACE," HE SAID, "HE HELPED THEE IN THE COMBAT WITH THE KINGS, HE PROVIDED FOR THEE DURING THE FAMINE, AND THOU DOST HESITATE TO EXECUTE HIS BEHEST CONCERNING THE CIRCUMCISION? ACCORDINGLY, ABRAHAM DID AS GOD HAD COMMANDED, IN BRIGHT DAYLIGHT, BIDDING DEFIANCE TO ALL, THAT NONE MIGHT SAY, "HAD WE SEEN HIM ATTEMPT IT, WE SHOULD HAVE PREVENTED HIM." THE CIRCUMCISION WAS PERFORMED ON THE TENTH DAY OF TISHRI, THE DAY OF ATONEMENT, AND UPON THE SPOT ON WHICH THE ALTAR WAS LATER TO BE ERECTED IN THE TEMPLE, FOR THE ACT OF ABRAHAM REMAINS A NEVER-CEASING ATONEMENT FOR ISRAEL.
THE VISIT OF THE ANGELS
ON THE THIRD DAY AFTER HIS CIRCUMCISION, WHEN ABRAHAM WAS SUFFERING DIRE PAIN, GOD SPOKE TO THE ANGELS, SAYING, "GO TO, LET US PAY A VISIT TO THE SICK." THE ANGELS REFUSED, AND SAID: "WHAT IS MAN, THAT THOU ART MINDFUL OF HIM? AND THE SON OF MAN, THAT THOU VISITEST HIM? AND THOU [SEXUALLY] DESIREST TO BETAKE THYSELF TO A PLACE OF UNCLEANNESS, A PLACE OF BLOOD AND FILTH?" BUT GOD REPLIED UNTO THEM, "THUS DO YE SPEAK. AS YE LIVE, THE SAVOR OF THIS BLOOD IS SWEETER TO ME THAN MYRRH AND INCENSE, AND IF YOU DO NOT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO VISIT ABRAHAM, I WILL GO ALONE." THE DAY WHEREON GOD VISITED HIM WAS EXCEEDINGLY HOT, FOR HE HAD BORED A HOLE IN HELL, SO THAT ITS HEAT MIGHT REACH AS FAR AS THE EARTH, AND NO WAYFARER VENTURE ABROAD ON THE HIGHWAYS, AND ABRAHAM BE LEFT UNDISTURBED IN HIS PAIN. BUT THE ABSENCE OF STRANGERS CAUSED ABRAHAM GREAT VEXATION, AND HE SENT HIS SERVANT ELIEZER FORTH TO KEEP A LOOKOUT FOR TRAVELLERS. WHEN THE SERVANT RETURNED FROM HIS FRUITLESS SEARCH, ABRAHAM HIMSELF, IN SPITE OF HIS ILLNESS AND THE SCORCHING HEAT, PREPARED TO GO FORTH ON THE HIGHWAY AND SEE WHETHER HE WOULD NOT SUCCEED WHERE FAILURE HAD ATTENDED ELIEZER, WHOM HE DID NOT WHOLLY TRUST AT ANY RATE, BEARING IN MIND THE WELL-KNOWN SAYING, "NO TRUTH AMONG SLAVES." AT THIS MOMENT GOD APPEARED TO HIM, SURROUNDED BY THE ANGELS. QUICKLY ABRAHAM ATTEMPTED TO RISE FROM HIS SEAT, BUT GOD CHECKED EVERY DEMONSTRATION OF RESPECT, AND WHEN ABRAHAM PROTESTED THAT IT WAS UNBECOMING TO SIT IN THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF THE LORD, GOD SAID, "AS THOU LIVEST, THY DESCENDANTS AT THE AGE OF FOUR AND FIVE WILL SIT IN DAYS TO COME IN THE SCHOOLS AND IN THE SYNAGOGUES WHILE I RESIDE THEREIN." MEANTIME ABRAHAM BEHELD THREE MEN. THEY WERE THE ANGELS MICHAEL, GABRIEL, AND RAPHAEL. THEY HAD ASSUMED THE FORM OF HUMAN BEINGS TO FULFIL HIS WISH FOR GUESTS TOWARD WHOM TO EXERCISE HOSPITALITY. EACH OF THEM HAD BEEN CHARGED BY GOD WITH A SPECIAL MISSION, BESIDES, TO BE EXECUTED ON EARTH. RAPHAEL WAS TO HEAL THE WOUND OF ABRAHAM, MICHAEL WAS TO BRING SARAH THE GLAD TIDINGS THAT SHE WOULD BEAR A SON, AND GABRIEL WAS TO DEAL DESTRUCTION TO SODOM AND GOMORRAH. ARRIVED AT THE TENT OF ABRAHAM, THE THREE ANGELS NOTICED THAT HE WAS OCCUPIED IN NURSING HIMSELF, AND THEY WITHDREW. ABRAHAM, HOWEVER, HASTENED AFTER THEM THROUGH ANOTHER DOOR OF THE TENT, WHICH HAD WIDE OPEN ENTRANCES ON ALL SIDES. HE CONSIDERED THE DUTY OF HOSPITALITY MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE DUTY OF RECEIVING THE SHEKINAH. TURNING TO GOD, HE SAID, "O LORD, MAY IT PLEASE THEE NOT TO LEAVE THY SERVANT WHILE HE PROVIDES FOR THE ENTERTAINMENT OF HIS GUESTS." THEN HE ADDRESSED HIMSELF TO THE STRANGER WALKING IN THE MIDDLE BETWEEN THE OTHER TWO, WHOM BY THIS TOKEN HE CONSIDERED THE MOST DISTINGUISHED, IT WAS THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL--AND HE BADE HIM AND HIS COMPANIONS TURN ASIDE INTO HIS TENT. THE MANNER OF HIS GUESTS, WHO TREATED ONE ANOTHER POLITELY, MADE A GOOD IMPRESSION UPON ABRAHAM. HE WAS ASSURED THAT THEY WERE MEN OF WORTH WHOM HE WAS ENTERTAINING. BUT AS THEY APPEARED OUTWARDLY LIKE ARABS, AND THE PEOPLE WORSHIPPED THE DUST OF THEIR FEET, HE BADE THEM FIRST WASH THEIR FEET, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT DEFILE HIS TENT. HE DID NOT DEPEND UPON HIS OWN JUDGMENT IN READING THE CHARACTER OF HIS GUESTS. BY HIS TENT A TREE WAS PLANTED, WHICH SPREAD ITS BRANCHES OUT OVER ALL WHO BELIEVED IN GOD, AND AFFORDED THEM SHADE. BUT IF IDOLATERS WENT UNDER THE TREE, THE BRANCHES TURNED UPWARD, AND CAST NO SHADE UPON THE GROUND. WHENEVER ABRAHAM SAW THIS SIGN, HE WOULD AT ONCE SET ABOUT THE TASK OF CONVERTING THE WORSHIPPERS OF THE FALSE GODS. AND AS THE TREE MADE A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE PIOUS AND THE IMPIOUS, SO ALSO BETWEEN THE CLEAN AND THE UNCLEAN. ITS SHADE WAS DENIED THEM AS LONG AS THEY REFRAINED FROM TAKING THE PRESCRIBED RITUAL BATH IN THE SPRING THAT FLOWED OUT FROM ITS ROOTS, THE WATERS OF WHICH ROSE AT ONCE FOR THOSE WHOSE UNCLEANNESS WAS OF A VENIAL CHARACTER AND COULD BE REMOVED FORTHWITH, WHILE OTHERS HAD TO WAIT SEVEN DAYS FOR THE WATER TO COME UP. ACCORDINGLY, ABRAHAM BADE THE THREE MEN LEAN AGAINST THE TRUNK OF THE TREE. THUS, HE WOULD SOON LEARN THEIR WORTH OR THEIR UNWORTHINESS. BEING OF THE TRULY PIOUS, "WHO PROMISE LITTLE, BUT PERFORM MUCH," ABRAHAM SAID ONLY: "I WILL FETCH A MORSEL OF BREAD, AND COMFORT YE YOUR HEART, SEEING THAT YE CHANCED TO PASS MY TENT AT DINNER TIME. THEN, AFTER YE HAVE GIVEN THANKS TO GOD, YE MAY PASS ON." BUT WHEN THE MEAL WAS SERVED TO THE GUESTS, IT WAS A ROYAL BANQUET, EXCEEDING SOLOMON'S AT THE TIME OF HIS MOST SPLENDID MAGNIFICENCE. ABRAHAM HIMSELF RAN UNTO THE HERD, TO FETCH CATTLE FOR MEAT. HE SLAUGHTERED THREE CALVES, THAT HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO SET A "TONGUE WITH MUSTARD" BEFORE EACH OF HIS GUESTS. IN ORDER TO ACCUSTOM ISHMAEL TO GOD-PLEASING [SEXLESS] DEEDS, HE HAD HIM DRESS THE CALVES, AND HE BADE SARAH BAKE THE BREAD. BUT AS HE KNEW THAT WOMEN ARE APT TO TREAT GUESTS NIGGARDLY, HE WAS EXPLICIT IN HIS REQUEST TO HER. HE SAID, "MAKE READY QUICKLY THREE MEASURES OF MEAL, YEA, FINE MEAL." AS IT HAPPENED, THE BREAD WAS NOT BROUGHT TO THE TABLE, BECAUSE IT HAD ACCIDENTALLY BECOME UNCLEAN, AND OUR FATHER ABRAHAM WAS ACCUSTOMED TO EAT HIS DAILY BREAD ONLY IN A CLEAN STATE. ABRAHAM HIMSELF SERVED HIS GUESTS, AND IT APPEARED TO HIM THAT THE THREE MEN ATE. BUT THIS WAS AN ILLUSION. IN REALITY THE ANGELS DID NOT EAT, ONLY ABRAHAM, HIS THREE FRIENDS, ANER, ESHCOL, AND MAMRE, AND HIS SON ISHMAEL PARTOOK OF THE BANQUET, AND THE PORTIONS SET BEFORE THE ANGELS WERE DEVOURED BY A HEAVENLY FIRE. ALTHOUGH THE ANGELS REMAINED ANGELS EVEN IN THEIR HUMAN DISGUISE, NEVERTHELESS THE PERSONALITY OF ABRAHAM WAS SO EXALTED THAT IN HIS PRESENCE THE ARCHANGELS FELT INSIGNIFICANT. AFTER THE MEAL THE ANGELS ASKED AFTER SARAH, THOUGH THEY KNEW THAT SHE WAS IN RETIREMENT IN HER TENT, BUT IT WAS PROPER FOR THEM TO PAY THEIR RESPECTS TO THE LADY OF THE HOUSE AND SEND HER THE CUP OF WINE OVER WHICH THE BLESSING HAD BEEN SAID. MICHAEL, THE GREATEST OF THE ANGELS, THEREUPON ANNOUNCED THE BIRTH OF ISAAC. HE DREW A LINE UPON THE WALL, SAYING, "WHEN THE SUN CROSSES THIS POINT, SARAH WILL BE WITH CHILD, AND WHEN HE CROSSES THE NEXT POINT, SHE WILL GIVE BIRTH TO A CHILD." THIS COMMUNICATION, WHICH WAS INTENDED FOR SARAH AND NOT FOR ABRAHAM, TO WHOM THE PROMISE HAD BEEN REVEALED LONG BEFORE, THE ANGELS MADE AT THE ENTRANCE TO HER TENT, BUT ISHMAEL STOOD BETWEEN THE ANGEL AND SARAH, FOR IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN SEEMLY TO DELIVER THE MESSAGE IN SECRET, WITH NONE OTHER BY. YET, SO RADIANT WAS THE BEAUTY OF SARAH THAT A BEAM OF IT STRUCK THE ANGEL, AND MADE HIM LOOK UP. IN THE ACT OF TURNING TOWARD HER, HE HEARD HER LAUGH WITHIN HERSELF: "IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THESE BOWELS CAN YET BRING FORTH A CHILD, THESE SHRIVELLED BREASTS GIVE SUCK? AND THOUGH I SHOULD BE ABLE TO BEAR, YET IS NOT MY LORD ABRAHAM OLD? AND THE LORD SAID UNTO ABRAHAM: "AM I TOO OLD TO DO WONDERS? AND WHEREFORE DOTH SARAH LAUGH, SAYING, SHALL I OF A SURETY BEAR A CHILD, WHICH AM OLD?" THE REPROACH MADE BY GOD WAS DIRECTED AGAINST ABRAHAM AS WELL AS AGAINST SARAH, FOR HE, TOO, HAD SHOWED HIMSELF OF LITTLE FAITH WHEN HE WAS TOLD THAT A SON WOULD BE BORN UNTO HIM. BUT GOD MENTIONED ONLY SARAH'S INCREDULITY, LEAVING ABRAHAM TO BECOME CONSCIOUS OF HIS DEFECT HIMSELF. REGARDFUL OF THE PEACE OF THEIR FAMILY LIFE, GOD HAD NOT REPEATED SARAH'S WORDS ACCURATELY TO ABRAHAM. ABRAHAM MIGHT HAVE TAKEN AMISS WHAT HIS WIFE HAD SAID ABOUT HIS ADVANCED YEARS, AND SO PRECIOUS IS THE PEACE BETWEEN HUS BAND AND WIFE THAT EVEN THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, PRESERVED IT AT THE EXPENSE OF TRUTH. AFTER ABRAHAM HAD ENTERTAINED HIS GUESTS, HE WENT WITH THEM TO BRING THEM ON THEIR WAY, FOR, IMPORTANT AS THE DUTY OF HOSPITALITY IS, THE DUTY OF SPEEDING THE PARTING GUEST IS EVEN MORE IMPORTANT. THEIR WAY LAY IN THE DIRECTION OF SODOM, WHITHER TWO OF THE ANGELS WERE GOING, THE ONE TO DESTROY IT, AND THE SECOND TO SAVE LOT, WHILE THE THIRD, HIS ERRAND TO ABRAHAM FULFILLED, RETURNED TO HEAVEN.
[bookmark: the_cities_of_sin]THE CITIES OF [SEXUAL] SIN
THE INHABITANTS OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH AND THE THREE OTHER CITIES OF THE PLAIN WERE [SEXUAL] SINFUL AND GODLESS [ATHEISTIC]. IN THEIR COUNTRY THERE WAS AN EXTENSIVE VALE, WHERE THEY FOREGATHERED ANNUALLY WITH THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN AND ALL BELONGING TO THEM, TO CELEBRATE A FEAST LASTING SEVERAL DAYS AND CONSISTING OF THE MOST REVOLTING ORGIES. IF A STRANGER MERCHANT PASSED THROUGH THEIR TERRITORY, HE WAS BESIEGED BY THEM ALL, BIG AND LITTLE ALIKE, AND ROBBED OF WHATEVER HE POSSESSED. EACH ONE APPROPRIATED A BAGATELLE, UNTIL THE TRAVELLER WAS STRIPPED BARE. IF THE VICTIM VENTURED TO REMONSTRATE WITH ONE OR ANOTHER, HE WOULD SHOW HIM THAT HE HAD TAKEN A MERE TRIFLE, NOT WORTH TALKING ABOUT. AND THE END WAS THAT THEY HOUNDED HIM FROM THE CITY. ONCE UPON A TIME IT HAPPENED THAT A MAN JOURNEYING FROM ELAM ARRIVED IN SODOM TOWARD EVENING. NO ONE COULD BE FOUND TO GRANT HIM SHELTER FOR THE NIGHT. FINALLY, A SLY FOX NAMED HEDOR INVITED HIM CORDIALLY TO FOLLOW HIM TO HIS HOUSE. THE SODOMITE HAD BEEN ATTRACTED BY A RARELY MAGNIFICENT CARPET, STRAPPED TO THE STRANGER'S ASS BY MEANS OF A ROPE. HE MEANT TO SECURE IT FOR HIMSELF. THE FRIENDLY PERSUASIONS OF HEDOR INDUCED THE STRANGER TO REMAIN WITH HIM TWO DAYS, THOUGH HE HAD EXPECTED TO STAY ONLY OVERNIGHT. WHEN THE TIME CAME FOR HIM TO CONTINUE ON HIS JOURNEY, HE ASKED HIS HOST FOR THE CARPET AND THE ROPE. HEDOR SAID: "THOU HAST DREAMED A DREAM, AND THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION OF THY DREAM: THE ROPE SIGNIFIES THAT THOU WILT HAVE A LONG LIFE, AS LONG AS A ROPE; THE VARICOLORED CARPET INDICATES THAT THOU WILT OWN AN ORCHARD WHEREIN THOU WILT PLANT ALL SORTS OF FRUIT TREES." THE STRANGER INSISTED THAT HIS CARPET WAS A REALITY, NOT A DREAM FANCY, AND HE CONTINUED TO DEMAND ITS RETURN. NOT ONLY DID HEDOR DENY HAVING TAKEN ANYTHING FROM HIS GUEST, HE EVEN INSISTED UPON PAY FOR HAVING INTERPRETED HIS DREAM TO HIM. HIS USUAL PRICE FOR SUCH SERVICES, HE SAID, WAS FOUR SILVER PIECES, BUT IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT HE WAS HIS GUEST, HE WOULD, AS A FAVOR TO HIM, CONTENT HIMSELF WITH THREE PIECES OF SILVER. AFTER MUCH WRANGLING, THEY PUT THEIR CASE BEFORE ONE OF THE JUDGES OF SODOM, SHEREK BY NAME, AND HE SAID TO THE PLAINTIFF, "HEDOR IS KNOWN IN THIS CITY AS A TRUSTWORTHY INTERPRETER OF DREAMS, AND WHAT HE TELLS THEE IS TRUE." THE STRANGER DECLARED HIMSELF NOT SATISFIED WITH THE VERDICT, AND CONTINUED TO URGE HIS SIDE OF THE CASE. THEN SHEREK DROVE BOTH THE PLAINTIFF AND THE DEFENDANT FROM THE COURT ROOM. SEEING THIS, THE INHABITANTS GATHERED TOGETHER AND CHASED THE STRANGER FROM THE CITY, AND LAMENTING THE LOSS OF HIS CARPET, HE HAD TO PURSUE HIS WAY. AS SODOM HAD A JUDGE WORTHY OF ITSELF, SO ALSO HAD THE OTHER CITIES--SHARKAR IN GOMORRAH, ZABNAK IN ADMAH, AND MANON IN ZEBOIIM. ELIEZER, THE BONDMAN OF ABRAHAM, MADE SLIGHT CHANGES IN THE NAMES OF THESE JUDGES, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NATURE OF WHAT THEY DID: THE FIRST HE CALLED SHAKKARA, LIAR; THE SECOND SHAKRURA, ARCH-DECEIVER; THE THIRD KAZBAN, FALSIFIER; AND THE FOURTH, MAZLE-DIN, [SEXUAL] PERVERTER OF JUDGMENT [LUKE 18:2-8]. AT THE SUGGESTION OF THESE JUDGES, THE CITIES SET UP BEDS ON THEIR COMMONS. WHEN A STRANGER ARRIVED, THREE MEN SEIZED HIM BY HIS HEAD, AND THREE BY HIS FEET, AND THEY FORCED HIM UPON ONE OF THE BEDS. IF HE WAS TOO SHORT TO FIT INTO IT EXACTLY, HIS SIX ATTENDANTS PULLED AND WRENCHED HIS LIMBS UNTIL HE FILLED IT OUT; IF HE WAS TOO LONG FOR; IT, THEY TRIED TO JAM HIM IN WITH ALL THEIR COMBINED STRENGTH, UNTIL THE VICTIM WAS ON THE VERGE OF DEATH. HIT OUTCRLES WERE MET WITH THE WORDS, "THUS WILL BE DONE TO ANY MAN THAT COMES INTO OUR LAND." AFTER A WHILE TRAVELLERS AVOIDED THESE CITIES, BUT IF SOME POOR DEVIL WAS BETRAYED OCCASIONALLY INTO ENTERING THEM, THEY WOULD GIVE HIM GOLD AND SILVER, BUT NEVER ANY BREAD, SO THAT HE WAS BOUND TO DIE OF STARVATION. ONCE HE WAS DEAD, THE RESIDENTS OF THE CITY CAME AND TOOK BACK THE MARKED GOLD AND SILVER WHICH THEY HAD GIVEN HIM, AND THEY WOULD QUARREL ABOUT THE DISTRIBUTION OF HIS CLOTHES, FOR THEY WOULD BURY HIM NAKED. ONCE ELIEZER, THE BONDMAN OF ABRAHAM, WENT TO SODOM, AT THE BIDDING OF SARAH, TO INQUIRE AFTER THE WELFARE OF LOT. HE HAPPENED TO ENTER THE CITY AT THE MOMENT WHEN THE PEOPLE WERE ROBBING A STRANGER OF HIS GARMENTS. ELIEZER ESPOUSED THE CAUSE OF THE POOR WRETCH, AND THE SODOMITES TURNED AGAINST HIM; ONE THREW A STONE AT HIS FOREHEAD AND CAUSED CONSIDERABLE LOSS OF BLOOD. INSTANTLY, THE ASSAILANT, SEEING THE BLOOD GUSH FORTH, DEMANDED PAYMENT FOR HAVING PERFORMED THE OPERATION OF CUPPING. ELIEZER REFUSED TO PAY FOR THE INFLICTION OF A WOUND UPON HIM, AND HE WAS HALED BEFORE THE JUDGE SHAKKARA. THE DECISION WENT AGAINST HIM, FOR THE [SEXUAL] LAW OF THE LAND GAVE THE ASSAILANT THE RIGHT TO DEMAND PAYMENT. ELIEZER QUICKLY PICKED UP A STONE AND THREW IT AT THE JUDGE'S FOREHEAD. WHEN HE SAW THAT THE BLOOD WAS FLOWING PROFUSELY, HE SAID TO THE JUDGE, "PAY MY DEBT TO THE MAN AND GIVE ME THE BALANCE." THE CAUSE OF THEIR CRUELTY WAS THEIR EXCEEDING GREAT WEALTH. THEIR SOIL WAS GOLD, AND IN THEIR MISERLINESS AND THEIR GREED FOR MORE AND MORE GOLD, THEY WANTED TO PREVENT STRANGERS FROM ENJOYING AUGHT OF THEIR RICHES. ACCORDINGLY, THEY FLOODED THE HIGHWAYS WITH STREAMS OF WATER, SO THAT THE ROADS TO THEIR CITY WERE OBLITERATED, AND NONE COULD FIND THE WAY THITHER. THEY WERE AS HEARTLESS TOWARD BEASTS AS TOWARD MEN. THEY BEGRUDGED THE BIRDS WHAT THEY ATE, AND THEREFORE EXTIRPATED THEM. THEY BEHAVED IMPIOUSLY TOWARD ONE ANOTHER, TOO, NOT SHRINKING BACK FROM MURDER TO GAIN POSSESSION OF MORE GOLD. IF THEY OBSERVED THAT A MAN OWNED GREAT RICHES, TWO OF THEM WOULD CONSPIRE AGAINST HIM. THEY WOULD BEGUILE HIM TO THE VICINITY [PERIMETER] OF [SEXUAL] RUINS, AND WHILE THE ONE KEPT HIM ON THE SPOT BY PLEASANT CONVERSE, THE OTHER WOULD UNDERMINE THE WALL NEAR WHICH HE STOOD, UNTIL IT SUDDENLY CRASHED DOWN UPON HIM AND KILLED HIM. THEN THE TWO [SEXUAL] PLOTTERS WOULD DIVIDE HIS WEALTH BETWEEN THEM. ANOTHER METHOD OF ENRICHING THEMSELVES WITH THE PROPERTY OF OTHERS WAS IN VOGUE AMONG THEM. THEY WERE ADROIT THIEVES. WHEN THEY MADE UP THEIR MINDS TO COMMIT THEFT, THEY WOULD FIRST ASK THEIR VICTIM TO TAKE CARE OF A SUM OF MONEY FOR THEM, WHICH THEY SMEARED WITH STRONGLY SCENTED OIL BEFORE HANDING IT OVER TO HIM. THE FOLLOWING NIGHT THEY WOULD BREAK INTO HIS HOUSE, AND ROB HIM OF HIS SECRET TREASURES, LED TO THE PLACE OF CONCEALMENT BY THE SMELL OF THE OIL. THEIR [SEXUAL] LAWS WERE CALCULATED TO DO INJURY TO THE POOR. THE RICHER A MAN, THE MORE WAS HE FAVORED BEFORE THE [SEXUAL] LAW. THE OWNER OF TWO OXEN WAS OBLIGED TO RENDER ONE DAY'S SHEPHERD SERVICE, BUT IF HE HAD BUT ONE OX, HE HAD TO GIVE TWO DAYS' SERVICE. A POOR ORPHAN, WHO WAS THUS FORCED TO TEND THE FLOCKS A LONGER TIME THAN THOSE WHO WERE BLESSED WITH LARGE HERDS, KILLED ALL THE CATTLE ENTRUSTED TO HIM IN ORDER TO TAKE REVENGE UPON HIS OPPRESSORS, AND HE INSISTED, WHEN THE SKINS WERE ASSIGNED, THAT THE OWNER OF TWO HEAD OF CATTLE SHOULD HAVE BUT ONE SKIN, BUT THE OWNER OF ONE HEAD SHOULD RECEIVE TWO SKINS, IN CORRESPONDENCE TO THE METHOD PURSUED IN ASSIGNING THE WORK. FOR THE USE OF THE FERRY, A TRAVELLER HAD TO PAY FOUR ZUZ, BUT IF HE WADED THROUGH THE WATER, HE HAD TO PAY EIGHT ZUZ. THE CRUELTY OF THE SODOMITES WENT STILL FURTHER. LOT HAD A DAUGHTER, PALTIT, SO NAMED BECAUSE SHE HAD BEEN BORN TO HIM SHORTLY AFTER HE ESCAPED CAPTIVITY THROUGH THE HELP OF ABRAHAM. PALTIT LIVED IN SODOM, WHERE SHE HAD MARRIED. ONCE A BEGGAR CAME TO TOWN, AND THE COURT ISSUED A PROCLAMATION THAT NONE SHOULD GIVE HIM ANYTHING TO EAT, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT DIE OF STARVATION. BUT PALTIT HAD PITY UPON THE UNFORTUNATE WRETCH, AND EVERY DAY WHEN SHE WENT TO THE WELL TO DRAW WATER, SHE SUPPLIED HIM WITH A PIECE OF BREAD, WHICH SHE HID IN HER WATER PITCHER. THE INHABITANTS OF THE TWO [SEXUAL] SINFUL CITIES, SODOM AND GOMORRAH, COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHY THE BEGGAR DID NOT PERISH, AND THEY SUSPECTED THAT SOME ONE WAS GIVING HIM FOOD IN SECRET. THREE MEN CONCEALED THEMSELVES NEAR THE BEGGAR, AND CAUGHT PALTIT IN THE ACT OF GIVING HIM SOMETHING TO EAT. SHE HAD TO PAY FOR HER HUMANITY WITH DEATH; SHE WAS BURNT UPON A PYRE. THE PEOPLE OF ADMAH WERE NO BETTER THAN THOSE OF SODOM. ONCE A STRANGER CAME TO ADMAH, INTENDING TO STAY OVERNIGHT AND CONTINUE HIS JOURNEY THE NEXT MORNING. THE DAUGHTER OF A RICH MAN MET THE STRANGER, AND GAVE HIM WATER TO DRINK AND BREAD TO EAT AT HIS REQUEST. WHEN THE PEOPLE OF ADMAH HEARD OF THIS INFRACTION OF THE [SEXUAL] LAW OF THE LAND, THEY SEIZED THE GIRL AND ARRAIGNED HER BEFORE THE JUDGE, WHO CONDEMNED HER TO DEATH. THE PEOPLE SMEARED HER WITH HONEY FROM TOP TO TOE, AND EXPOSED HER WHERE BEES WOULD BE ATTRACTED TO HER. THE INSECTS STUNG HER TO DEATH, AND THE CALLOUS PEOPLE PAID NO HEED TO HER HEARTRENDING CRIES. THEN IT WAS THAT GOD RESOLVED UPON THE DESTRUCTION OF THESE [SEXUAL] SINNERS.
ABRAHAM PLEADS FOR THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS
WHEN GOD SAW THAT THERE WAS NO RIGHTEOUS MAN AMONG THE INHABITANTS OF THE [SEXUAL] SINFUL CITIES, AND THERE WOULD BE NONE AMONG THEIR DESCENDANTS, FOR THE SAKE OF WHOSE MERITS THE REST MIGHT BE TREATED WITH LENIENT CONSIDERATION, HE RESOLVED TO ANNIHILATE THEM ONE AND ALL. BUT BEFORE JUDGMENT WAS EXECUTED, THE LORD MADE KNOWN UNTO ABRAHAM WHAT HE WOULD DO TO SODOM, GOMORRAH, AND THE OTHER CITIES OF THE PLAIN, FOR THEY FORMED A PART OF CANAAN, THE LAND PROMISED UNTO ABRAHAM, AND THEREFORE DID GOD SAY, "I WILL NOT DESTROY THEM WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF ABRAHAM." LIKE A COMPASSIONATE FATHER, ABRAHAM IMPORTUNED THE GRACE OF GOD IN BEHALF OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS. HE SPOKE TO GOD, AND SAID: "THOU DIDST TAKE AN OATH THAT NO MORE SHOULD ALL FLESH BE CUT OFF BY THE WATERS OF A FLOOD. IS IT MEET THAT THOU SHOULDST EVADE THY OATH AND DESTROY CITIES BY FIRE? SHALL THE JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH NOT DO RIGHT HIMSELF? VERILY, IF THOU [SEXUALLY] DESIREST TO MAINTAIN THE WORLD, THOU, MUST GIVE UP THE STRICT LINE OF JUSTICE. IF THOU INSISTEST UPON THE RIGHT ALONE, THERE CAN BE NO WORLD." WHEREUPON GOD SAID TO ABRAHAM: "THOU TAKEST DELIGHT IN DEFENDING MY CREATURES, AND THOU WOULDST NOT CALL THEM [SEXUALLY] GUILTY. THEREFORE, I SPOKE WITH NONE BUT THEE DURING THE TEN GENERATIONS SINCE NOAH." ABRAHAM VENTURED TO USE STILL STRONGER WORDS IN ORDER TO SECURE THE SAFETY OF THE GODLESS. "THAT BE FAR FROM THEE," HE SAID, "TO SLAY THE RIGHTEOUS WITH THE WICKED, THAT THE DWELLERS ON THE EARTH SAY NOT, 'IT IS HIS TRADE TO DESTROY THE GENERATIONS OF MEN IN A CRUEL MANNER; FOR HE DESTROYED THE GENERATION OF ENOSH, THEN THE GENERATION OF THE FLOOD, AND THEN HE SENT THE CONFUSION OF TONGUES. HE STICKS EVER TO HIS TRADE.'" GOD MADE REPLY: "I WILL LET ALL THE GENERATIONS I HAVE DESTROYED PASS BEFORE THEE, THAT THOU MAYEST SEE THEY HAVE NOT SUFFERED THE EXTREME PUNISHMENT THEY DESERVED. BUT IF THOU THINKEST THAT I DID NOT ACT JUSTLY, THEN INSTRUCT THOU ME IN WHAT I MUST DO, AND I WILL ENDEAVOR TO ACT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THY WORDS." AND ABRAHAM HAD TO ADMIT THAT GOD HAD NOT DIMINISHED IN AUGHT THE JUSTICE DUE TO EVERY CREATURE IN THIS WORLD OR THE OTHER WORLD. NEVERTHELESS, HE CONTINUED TO SPEAK, AND HE SAID: "WILT THOU CONSUME THE CITIES, IF THERE BE TEN RIGHTEOUS MEN IN EACH?" AND GOD SAID, "NO, IF I FIND FIFTY RIGHTEOUS THEREIN, I WILL NOT DESTROY THE CITIES." ABRAHAM: "I HAVE TAKEN UPON ME TO SPEAK UNTO THE LORD, I WHO WOULD HAVE BEEN TURNED LONG SINCE INTO DUST OF THE GROUND BY AMRAPHEL AND INTO ASHES BY NIMROD, HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THY GRACE. PERADVENTURE THERE SHALL LACK FIVE OF THE FIFTY RIGHTEOUS FOR ZOAR, THE SMALLEST OF THE FIVE CITIES. WILT THOU DESTROY ALL THE CITY FOR LACK OF FIVE?" GOD: "I WILL NOT DESTROY IT, IF I FIND THERE FORTY AND FIVE." ABRAHAM: "PERADVENTURE THERE BE TEN PIOUS IN EACH OF THE FOUR CITIES, THEN FORGIVE ZOAR IN THY GRACE, FOR ITS [SEXUAL] SINS ARE NOT SO GREAT IN NUMBER AS THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF THE OTHERS." GOD GRANTED HIS PETITION, YET ABRAHAM CONTINUED TO PLEAD, AND HE ASKED WHETHER GOD WOULD NOT BE SATISFIED IF THERE WERE BUT THIRTY RIGHTEOUS, TEN IN EACH OF THE THREE LARGER CITIES, AND WOULD PARDON THE TWO SMALLER ONES, EVEN THOUGH THERE WERE NO RIGHTEOUS THEREIN, WHOSE MERITS WOULD INTERCEDE FOR THEM. THIS, TOO, THE LORD GRANTED, AND FURTHERMORE HE PROMISED NOT TO DESTROY THE CITIES IF BUT TWENTY RIGHTEOUS WERE FOUND THEREIN; YES, GOD CONCEDED THAT HE WOULD PRESERVE THE FIVE CITIES FOR THE SAKE OF TEN RIGHTEOUS THEREIN. MORE THAN THIS ABRAHAM DID NOT ASK, FOR HE KNEW THAT EIGHT RIGHTEOUS ONES, NOAH AND HIS WIFE, AND HIS THREE SONS AND THEIR WIVES, HAD NOT SUFFICED TO AVERT THE DOOM OF THE GENERATION OF THE FLOOD, AND FURTHERMORE HE HOPED THAT LOT, HIS WIFE, AND THEIR FOUR DAUGHTERS, TOGETHER WITH THE HUSBANDS OF THEIR DAUGHTERS, WOULD MAKE UP THE NUMBER TEN. WHAT HE DID NOT KNOW WAS THAT EVEN THE RIGHTEOUS IN THESE [SEXUAL] SIN-LADEN CITIES, THOUGH BETTER THAN THE REST, WERE FAR FROM GOOD. ABRAHAM DID NOT CEASE TO PRAY FOR THE DELIVERANCE OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS EVEN AFTER THE SHEKINAH HAD REMOVED FROM HIM. BUT HIS SUPPLICATIONS AND HIS INTERCESSIONS WERE IN VAIN. FOR FIFTY-TWO YEARS GOD HAD WARNED THE GODLESS; HE HAD MADE MOUNTAINS TO QUAKE AND TREMBLE. BUT THEY HEARKENED NOT UNTO THE VOICE OF ADMONITION. THEY PERSISTED IN THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, AND THEIR WELL-MERITED PUNISHMENT OVERTOOK THEM. GOD FORGIVES ALL [NON-SEXUAL] SINS, ONLY NOT AN IMMORAL LIFE. AND AS ALL THESE [SEXUAL] SINNERS LED A LIFE OF DEBAUCHERY [DISSIPATION], THEY WERE BURNT WITH FIRE.
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE [SEXUAL] SINFUL CITIES
THE ANGELS LEFT ABRAHAM AT NOON TIME, AND THEY REACHED SODOM AT THE APPROACH OF EVENING. AS A RULE, ANGELS PROCLAIM THEIR ERRAND WITH THE SWIFTNESS OF LIGHTNING, BUT THESE WERE ANGELS OF MERCY, AND THEY HESITATED TO EXECUTE THEIR WORK OF DESTRUCTION, EVER HOPING THAT THE EVIL WOULD BE TURNED ASIDE FROM SODOM. WITH NIGHTFALL, THE FATE OF SODOM WAS SEALED IRREVOCABLY, AND THE ANGELS ARRIVED THERE. BRED IN THE HOUSE OF ABRAHAM, LOT HAD LEARNT FROM HIM THE BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM OF EXTENDING HOSPITALITY, AND WHEN HE SAW THE ANGELS BEFORE HIM IN HUMAN FORM, THINKING THEY WERE WAYFARERS, HE BADE THEM TURN ASIDE AND TARRY ALL NIGHT IN HIS HOUSE. BUT AS THE ENTERTAINMENT OF STRANGERS WAS FORBIDDEN IN SODOM ON PENALTY OF DEATH, HE DARED INVITE THEM ONLY UNDER COVER OF THE DARKNESS OF NIGHT, AND EVEN THEN, HE HAD TO USE EVERY MANNER OF PRECAUTION, BIDDING THE ANGELS TO FOLLOW HIM BY DEVIOUS WAYS. THE ANGELS, WHO HAD ACCEPTED ABRAHAM'S HOSPITALITY WITHOUT DELAY, FIRST REFUSED TO COMPLY WITH LOT'S REQUEST, FOR IT IS A RULE OF GOOD BREEDING TO SHOW RELUCTANCE WHEN AN ORDINARY MAN INVITES ONE, BUT TO ACCEPT THE INVITATION OF A GREAT MAN AT ONCE. LOT, HOWEVER, WAS INSISTENT, AND CARRIED THEM INTO HIS HOUSE BY MAIN FORCE. AT HOME HE HAD TO OVERCOME THE OPPOSITION OF HIS WIFE, FOR SHE SAID, "IF THE INHABITANTS OF SODOM HEAR OF THIS, THEY WILL SLAY THEE." LOT DIVIDED HIS DWELLING IN TWO PARTS, ONE FOR HIMSELF AND HIS GUESTS, THE OTHER FOR HIS WIFE, SO THAT, IF AUGHT HAPPENED, HIS WIFE WOULD BE SPARED. NEVERTHELESS, IT WAS SHE WHO BETRAYED HIM. SHE WENT TO A NEIGHBOR AND BORROWED SOME SALT, AND TO THE QUESTION, WHETHER SHE COULD NOT HAVE SUPPLIED HERSELF WITH SALT DURING DAYLIGHT HOURS, SHE REPLIED, "WE HAD ENOUGH SALT, UNTIL SOME GUESTS CAME TO US; FOR THEM WE NEEDED MORE." IN THIS WAY THE PRESENCE OF STRANGERS WAS BRUITED ABROAD IN THE CITY. IN THE BEGINNING THE ANGELS WERE INCLINED TO HEARKEN TO THE PETITION OF LOT IN BEHALF OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS, BUT WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY, BIG AND LITTLE, CROWDED AROUND THE HOUSE OF LOT WITH THE PURPOSE OF COMMITTING A MONSTROUS CRIME, THE ANGELS WARDED OFF HIS PRAYERS, SAYING, "HITHERTO THOU COULDST INTERCEDE FOR THEM, BUT NOW NO LONGER." IT WAS NOT THE FIRST TIME THAT THE INHABITANTS OF SODOM WANTED TO PERPETRATE A CRIME OF THIS SORT. THEY HAD MADE A [SEXUAL] LAW SOME TIME BEFORE THAT ALL STRANGERS WERE TO BE TREATED IN THIS HORRIBLE WAY. LOT, WHO WAS APPOINTED CHIEF JUDGE ON THE VERY DAY OF THE ANGELS' COMING, TRIED TO INDUCE THE PEOPLE TO DESIST FROM THEIR PURPOSE, SAYING TO THEM, "MY BRETHREN, THE GENERATION OF THE DELUGE WAS EXTIRPATED IN CONSEQUENCE OF SUCH [SEXUAL] SINS AS YOU [SEXUALLY] DESIRE TO COMMIT, AND YOU WOULD REVERT TO THEM?" BUT THEY REPLIED: "BACK! AND THOUGH ABRAHAM HIMSELF CAME HITHER, WE SHOULD HAVE NO CONSIDERATION FOR HIM. IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THOU WOULDST SET ASIDE A [SEXUAL] LAW WHICH THY PREDECESSORS ADMINISTERED?" EVEN LOT'S MORAL SENSE WAS NO BETTER THAN IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN. IT IS THE DUTY OF A MAN TO VENTURE HIS LIFE FOR THE HONOR OF HIS WIFE AND HIS DAUGHTERS, BUT LOT WAS READY TO SACRIFICE THE HONOR OF HIS DAUGHTERS, WHEREFOR HE WAS PUNISHED SEVERELY LATER ON. THE ANGELS TOLD LOT WHO THEY WERE, AND WHAT THE MISSION THAT HAD BROUGHT THEM TO SODOM, AND THEY CHARGED HIM TO FLEE FROM THE CITY WITH HIS WIFE AND HIS FOUR DAUGHTERS, TWO OF THEM MARRIED, AND TWO, BETROTHED. LOT COMMUNICATED THEIR BIDDING TO HIS SONS-IN-LAW, AND THEY MOCKED AT HIM, AND SAID: "O THOU FOOL! VIOLINS, CYMBALS, AND FLUTES RESOUND IN THE CITY, AND THOU SAYEST SODOM WILL BE DESTROYED!" SUCH SCOFFING BUT HASTENED THE EXECUTION OF THE DOOM OF SODOM. THE ANGEL MICHAEL LAID HOLD UPON THE HAND OF LOT, AND HIS WIFE AND HIS DAUGHTERS, WHILE WITH HIS LITTLE FINGER THE ANGEL GABRIEL TOUCHED THE ROCK WHEREON THE [SEXUAL] SINFUL CITIES WERE BUILT, AND OVERTURNED THEM. AT THE SAME TIME THE RAIN THAT WAS STREAMING DOWN UPON THE TWO CITIES WAS CHANGED INTO BRIMSTONE. WHEN THE ANGELS HAD BROUGHT FORTH LOT AND HIS FAMILY AND SET THEM WITHOUT THE CITY, HE BADE THEM RUN FOR THEIR LIVES, AND NOT LOOK BEHIND, LEST THEY BEHOLD THE SHEKINAH, WHICH HAD DESCENDED TO WORK THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CITIES. THE WIFE OF LOT COULD NOT CONTROL HERSELF. HER MOTHER’S [SEXLESS] LOVE MADE HER LOOK BEHIND TO SEE IF HER MARRIED DAUGHTERS WERE FOLLOWING. SHE BEHELD THE SHEKINAH, AND SHE BECAME A PILLAR OF SALT. THIS PILLAR EXISTS UNTO THIS DAY. THE CATTLE LICK IT ALL DAY LONG, AND IN THE EVENING, IT SEEMS TO HAVE DISAPPEARED, BUT WHEN MORNING COMES IT STANDS THERE AS LARGE AS BEFORE. THE SAVIOR ANGEL HAD URGED LOT HIMSELF TO TAKE REFUGE WITH ABRAHAM. BUT HE REFUSED, AND SAID: "AS LONG AS I DWELT APART FROM ABRAHAM, GOD COMPARED MY [SEXLESS] DEEDS WITH THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF MY FELLOW-CITIZENS, AND AMONG THEM I APPEARED AS A RIGHTEOUS MAN. IF I SHOULD RETURN TO ABRAHAM, GOD WILL SEE THAT HIS GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS OUTWEIGH MINE BY FAR." THE ANGEL THEN GRANTED HIS PLEA THAT ZOAR BE LEFT UNDESTROYED. THIS CITY HAD BEEN FOUNDED A YEAR LATER THAN THE OTHER FOUR; IT WAS ONLY FIFTY-ONE YEARS OLD, AND THEREFORE THE MEASURE OF ITS [SEXUAL] SINS WAS NOT SO FULL AS THE MEASURE OF THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF THE NEIGHBORING CITIES. THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CITIES OF THE PLAIN TOOK PLACE AT DAWN OF THE SIXTEENTH DAY OF NISAN, FOR THE REASON THAT THERE WERE MOON AND SUN WORSHIPPERS AMONG THE INHABITANTS. GOD SAID: "IF I DESTROY THEM BY DAY, THE MOON WORSHIPPERS WILL SAY, WERE THE MOON HERE, SHE WOULD PROVE HERSELF OUR SAVIOR; AND IF I DESTROY THEM BY NIGHT, THE SUN WORSHIPPERS WILL SAY, WERE THE SUN HERE, HE WOULD PROVE HIMSELF OUR SAVIOR. I WILL THEREFORE LET THEIR CHASTISEMENT OVERTAKE THEM ON THE SIXTEENTH DAY OF NISAN AT AN HOUR AT WHICH THE MOON AND THE SUN ARE BOTH IN THE SKIES." THE [SEXUAL] SINFUL INHABITANTS OF THE CITIES OF THE PLAIN NOT ONLY LOST THEIR LIFE IN THIS WORLD, BUT ALSO THEIR SHARE IN THE FUTURE WORLD. AS FOR THE CITIES THEMSELVES, HOWEVER, THEY WILL BE RESTORED IN THE MESSIANIC TIME. THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM HAPPENED AT THE TIME AT WHICH ABRAHAM WAS PERFORMING HIS MORNING DEVOTIONS, AND FOR HIS SAKE IT WAS ESTABLISHED AS THE PROPER HOUR FOR THE MORNING PRAYER UNTO ALL TIMES. WHEN HE TURNED HIS EYES TOWARD SODOM AND BEHELD THE RISING SMOKE, HE PRAYED FOR THE DELIVERANCE OF LOT, AND GOD GRANTED HIS PETITION--THE FOURTH TIME THAT LOT BECAME DEEPLY INDEBTED TO ABRAHAM. ABRAHAM HAD TAKEN HIM WITH HIM TO PALESTINE, HE HAD MADE HIM RICH IN FLOCKS, HERDS, AND TENTS, HE HAD RESCUED HIM FROM CAPTIVITY, AND BY HIS PRAYER HE SAVED HIM FROM THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM. THE DESCENDANTS OF LOT, THE AMMONITES AND THE MOABITES, INSTEAD OF SHOWING GRATITUDE TO THE ISRAELITES, THE POSTERITY OF ABRAHAM, COMMITTED FOUR ACTS OF HOSTILITY AGAINST THEM. THEY SOUGHT TO COMPASS THE DESTRUCTION OF ISRAEL BY MEANS OF BALAAM'S [SEXUAL] CURSES, THEY WAGED OPEN WAR AGAINST HIM AT THE TIME OF JEPHTHAH, AND ALSO AT THE TIME OF JEHOSHAPHAT, AND FINALLY THEY MANIFESTED THEIR HATRED AGAINST ISRAEL AT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE. HENCE IT IS THAT GOD APPOINTED FOUR PROPHETS, ISAIAH, JEREMIAH, EZEKIEL, AND ZEPHANIAH, TO PROCLAIM PUNISHMENT UNTO THE DESCENDANTS OF LOT, AND FOUR TIMES THEIR [SEXUAL] SIN IS RECORDED IN HOLY WRIT. THOUGH LOT OWED HIS DELIVERANCE TO THE PETITION OF ABRAHAM, YET IT WAS AT THE SAME TIME HIS REWARD FOR NOT HAVING BETRAYED ABRAHAM IN EGYPT, WHEN HE PRETENDED TO BE THE BROTHER OF SARAH. BUT A GREATER REWARD STILL AWAITS HIM. THE MESSIAH WILL BE A DESCENDANT OF HIS, FOR THE MOABITESS RUTH IS THE GREAT-GRANDMOTHER OF DAVID, AND THE AMMONITESS NAAMAH IS THE MOTHER OF REHOBOAM, AND THE MESSIAH IS OF THE LINE OF THESE TWO KINGS.
AMONG THE PHILISTINES
THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM INDUCED ABRAHAM TO JOURNEY TO GERAR. ACCUSTOMED TO EXTEND HOSPITALITY TO TRAVELLERS AND WAYFARERS, HE NO LONGER FELT COMFORTABLE IN A DISTRICT IN WHICH ALL TRAFFIC HAD CEASED BY REASON OF THE [SEXUAL] RUINED CITIES. THERE WAS ANOTHER REASON FOR ABRAHAM'S LEAVING HIS PLACE; THE PEOPLE SPOKE TOO MUCH ABOUT THE UGLY INCIDENT WITH LOT'S DAUGHTERS. ARRIVED IN THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES, HE AGAIN, AS AFORETIME IN EGYPT, CAME TO AN UNDERSTANDING WITH SARAH, THAT SHE WAS TO CALL HERSELF HIS SISTER. WHEN THE REPORT OF HER BEAUTY REACHED THE KING, HE ORDERED HER TO BE BROUGHT BEFORE HIM, AND HE ASKED HER WHO HER COMPANION WAS, AND SHE TOLD HIM THAT ABRAHAM WAS HER BROTHER. ENTRANCED BY HER BEAUTY, ABIMELECH THE KING TOOK SARAH TO WIFE, AND HEAPED MARKS OF HONOR UPON ABRAHAM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE JUST CLAIMS OF A BROTHER OF THE QUEEN. TOWARD EVENING, BEFORE RETIRING, WHILE HE WAS STILL SEATED UPON HIS THRONE, ABIMELECH FELL INTO A SLEEP, AND HE SLEPT UNTIL THE MORNING, AND IN THE DREAM, HE DREAMED HE SAW AN ANGEL OF THE LORD RAISING HIS SWORD TO DEAL HIM A DEATH BLOW. SORE FRIGHTENED, HE ASKED THE CAUSE, AND THE ANGEL REPLIED, AND SAID: "THOU WILT DIE ON ACCOUNT OF THE WOMAN THOU DIDST TAKE INTO THY HOUSE THIS DAY, FOR SHE IS THE WIFE OF ABRAHAM, THE MAN WHOM THOU DIDST CITE BEFORE THEE. RETURN HIS WIFE UNTO HIM! BUT IF THOU RESTORE HER NOT, THOU SHALT SURELY DIE, THOU AND ALL THAT ARE THINE." IN THAT NIGHT THE VOICE OF A GREAT CRYING WAS HEARD IN THE WHOLE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES, FOR THEY SAW THE FIGURE OF A MAN WALKING ABOUT, WITH SWORD IN HAND, SLAYING ALL THAT CAME IN HIS WAY. AT THE SAME TIME, IT HAPPENED THAT IN MEN AND BEASTS ALIKE ALL THE APERTURES OF THE BODY CLOSED UP, AND THE LAND WAS SEIZED WITH INDESCRIBABLE EXCITEMENT. IN THE MORNING, WHEN THE KING AWOKE, IN AGONY AND TERROR, HE CALLED ALL HIS SERVANTS AND TOLD HIS DREAM IN THEIR EARS. ONE OF THEIR NUMBER SAID: "O LORD AND KING! RESTORE THIS WOMAN UNTO THE MAN, FOR HE IS HER HUSBAND. IT IS BUT HIS WAY IN A STRANGE LAND TO PRETEND THAT SHE IS HIS SISTER. THUS, DID HE WITH THE KING OF EGYPT, TOO, AND GOD SENT HEAVY AFFLICTIONS UPON PHARAOH WHEN HE TOOK THE WOMAN UNTO HIMSELF. CONSIDER, ALSO, O LORD AND KING, WHAT HATH BEFALLEN THIS NIGHT IN THE LAND; GREAT PAIN, WAILING, AND CONFUSION THERE WAS, AND WE KNOW THAT IT CAME UPON US ONLY BECAUSE OF THIS WOMAN." THERE WERE SOME AMONG HIS SERVANTS WHO SPAKE: "BE NOT AFRAID OF DREAMS! WHAT DREAMS MAKE KNOWN TO MAN IS BUT FALSEHOOD." THEN GOD APPEARED UNTO ABIMELECH AGAIN AND COMMANDED HIM TO LET SARAH GO FREE, OTHERWISE HE WOULD BE A DEAD MAN. ABIMELECH REPLIED: "IS THIS THY WAY? THEN, I WEEN, THE GENERATION OF THE FLOOD AND THE GENERATION OF THE CONFUSION OF TONGUES WERE INNOCENT, TOO! THE MAN HIMSELF DID SAY UNTO ME, SHE, IS MY SISTER, AND SHE, EVEN SHE HERSELF SAID, HE IS MY BROTHER, AND ALL THE PEOPLE OF THEIR HOUSEHOLD SAID THE SAME WORDS." AND GOD SAID UNTO HIM: "YEA, I KNOW THAT THOU HAST NOT YET COMMITTED A TRESPASS, FOR I WITHHELD THEE FROM [SEXUAL] SINNING. THOU DIDST NOT KNOW THAT SARAH WAS A MAN'S WIFE. BUT IS IT BECOMING TO QUESTION A STRANGER, NO SOONER DOES HE SET FOOT UPON THY TERRITORY, ABOUT THE WOMAN ACCOMPANYING HIM, WHETHER SHE BE HIS WIFE OR HIS SISTER? ABRAHAM, WHO IS A PROPHET, KNEW BEFOREHAND THE DANGER TO HIMSELF IF HE REVEALED THE WHOLE TRUTH. BUT, BEING A PROPHET, HE ALSO KNOWS THAT THOU DIDST NOT TOUCH HIS WIFE, AND HE SHALL PRAY FOR THEE, AND THOU SHALT LIVE." THE SMOKE WAS STILL RISING FROM THE [SEXUAL] RUINS OF SODOM, AND ABIMELECH AND HIS PEOPLE, SEEING IT, FEARED THAT A LIKE FATE MIGHT OVERTAKE THEM. THE KING CALLED ABRAHAM AND REPROACHED HIM FOR HAVING CAUSED SUCH GREAT MISFORTUNE THROUGH HIS FALSE STATEMENTS CONCERNING SARAH. ABRAHAM EXCUSED HIS [SEXUAL] CONDUCT BY HIS APPREHENSION THAT, THE FEAR OF GOD NOT BEING IN THE PLACE, THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND SLAY HIM FOR HIS WIFE. ABRAHAM WENT ON AND TOLD THE HISTORY OF HIS WHOLE LIFE, AND HE SAID: "WHEN I DWELT IN THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER, THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD SOUGHT TO DO ME HARM, BUT GOD PROVED HIMSELF MY REDEEMER. WHEN THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD TRIED TO LEAD ME ASTRAY TO IDOLATRY, GOD REVEALED HIMSELF TO ME, AND HE SAID, 'GET THEE OUT OF THY COUNTRY, AND FROM THY KINDRED, AND FROM THY FATHER'S HOUSE.' AND WHEN THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD WERE ABOUT TO GO ASTRAY, GOD SENT TWO PROPHETS, MY KINSMEN SHEM AND EBER, TO ADMONISH THEM." ABIMELECH GAVE RICH GIFTS TO ABRAHAM, WHEREIN HE ACTED OTHERWISE THAN PHARAOH IN SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES. THE EGYPTIAN KING GAVE GIFTS TO SARAH, BUT ABIMELECH WAS GOD FEARING, AND [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THAT ABRAHAM PRAY FOR HIM. TO SARAH HE GAVE A COSTLY ROBE THAT COVERED HER WHOLE PERSON, HIDING HER SEDUCTIVE CHARMS FROM THE VIEW OF BEHOLDERS. AT THE SAME TIME, IT WAS A REPROACH TO ABRAHAM, THAT HE HAD NOT FITTED SARAH OUT WITH THE SPLENDOR DUE TO HIS WIFE. THOUGH ABIMELECH HAD DONE HIM GREAT INJURY, ABRAHAM NOT ONLY GRANTED HIM THE FORGIVENESS HE CRAVED, BUT ALSO, HE PRAYED FOR HIM TO GOD. THUS, HE IS AN EXEMPLAR UNTO ALL. "MAN SHOULD BE PLIANT AS A REED, NOT HARD LIKE THE CEDAR." HE SHOULD BE EASILY APPEASED, AND SLOW TO ANGER, AND AS SOON AS HE WHO HAS [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST HIM ASKS FOR PARDON, HE SHOULD FORGIVE HIM WITH ALL HIS HEART. EVEN IF DEEP AND SERIOUS INJURY HAS BEEN DONE TO HIM, HE SHOULD NOT BE VENGEFUL, NOR BEAR HIS BROTHER A GRUDGE IN HIS HEART. ABRAHAM PRAYED THUS FOR ABIMELECH: "O LORD OF THE WORLD! THOU HAST CREATED MAN THAT HE MAY INCREASE AND PROPAGATE HIS KIND. GRANT THAT ABIMELECH AND HIS HOUSE MAY MULTIPLY AND INCREASE!" GOD FULFILLED ABRAHAM'S PETITION IN BEHALF OF ABIMELECH AND HIS PEOPLE, AND IT WAS THE FIRST TIME IT HAPPENED IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND THAT GOD FULFILLED THE PRAYER OF ONE HUMAN BEING FOR THE BENEFIT OF ANOTHER. ABIMELECH AND HIS SUBJECTS WERE HEALED OF ALL THEIR DISEASES, AND SO EFFICACIOUS WAS THE PRAYER OFFERED BY ABRAHAM THAT THE WIFE OF ABIMELECH, BARREN HITHERTO, BORE A CHILD.
THE BIRTH OF ISAAC
WHEN THE PRAYER OF ABRAHAM FOR ABIMELECH WAS HEARD, AND THE KING OF THE PHILISTINES RECOVERED, THE ANGELS RAISED A LOUD CRY, AND SPOKE TO GOD THUS: "O LORD OF THE WORLD! ALL THESE YEARS HATH SARAH BEEN BARREN, AS THE WIFE OF ABIMELECH WAS. NOW ABRAHAM PRAYED TO THEE, AND THE WIFE OF ABIMELECH HATH BEEN GRANTED A CHILD. IT IS JUST AND FAIR THAT SARAH SHOULD BE REMEMBERED AND GRANTED A CHILD." THESE WORDS OF THE ANGELS, SPOKEN ON THE NEW YEAR'S DAY, WHEN THE FORTUNES OF MEN ARE DETERMINED IN HEAVEN FOR THE WHOLE YEAR, BORE A RESULT. BARELY SEVEN MONTHS LATER, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE PASSOVER, ISAAC WAS BORN. THE BIRTH OF ISAAC WAS A HAPPY EVENT, AND NOT IN THE HOUSE OF ABRAHAM ALONE. THE WHOLE WORLD REJOICED, FOR GOD REMEMBERED ALL BARREN WOMEN AT THE SAME TIME WITH SARAH. THEY ALL BORE CHILDREN. AND ALL THE BLIND, WERE MADE TO SEE, ALL THE LAME, WERE MADE WHOLE, THE DUMB, WERE MADE TO SPEAK, AND THE MAD WERE RESTORED TO REASON. AND A STILL GREATER MIRACLE HAPPENED: ON THE DAY OF ISAAC'S BIRTH THE SUN SHONE WITH SUCH SPLENDOR AS HAD NOT BEEN SEEN SINCE THE FALL OF MAN, AND AS HE WILL SHINE AGAIN ONLY IN THE FUTURE WORLD. TO SILENCE THOSE WHO ASKED SIGNIFICANTLY, "CAN ONE A HUNDRED YEARS OLD BEGET A SON?" GOD COMMANDED THE ANGEL WHO HAS CHARGE OVER THE EMBRYOS, TO GIVE THEM FORM AND SHAPE, THAT HE, FASHION ISAAC PRECISELY ACCORDING TO THE MODEL OF ABRAHAM, SO THAT ALL SEEING ISAAC MIGHT EXCLAIM, "ABRAHAM BEGOT ISAAC." THAT ABRAHAM AND SARAH WERE BLESSED WITH OFFSPRING ONLY AFTER THEY HAD ATTAINED SO GREAT AN AGE, HAD AN IMPORTANT REASON. IT WAS NECESSARY THAT ABRAHAM SHOULD BEAR THE SIGN OF THE COVENANT UPON HIS BODY BEFORE HE BEGOT THE SON WHO WAS APPOINTED TO BE THE FATHER OF ISRAEL. AND AS ISAAC WAS THE FIRST CHILD BORN TO ABRAHAM AFTER HE WAS MARKED WITH THE SIGN, HE DID NOT FAIL TO CELEBRATE HIS CIRCUMCISION WITH MUCH POMP AND CEREMONY ON THE EIGHTH DAY. SHEM, EBER, ABIMELECH KING OF THE PHILISTINES, AND HIS WHOLE RETINUE, PHICOL THE CAPTAIN OF HIS HOST IN IT--THEY ALL WERE PRESENT, AND ALSO TERAH AND HIS SON NAHOR, IN A WORD, ALL THE GREAT ONES ROUND ABOUT. ON THIS OCCASION ABRAHAM COULD AT LAST PUT A STOP TO THE TALK OF THE PEOPLE, WHO SAID, "LOOK AT THIS OLD COUPLE! THEY PICKED UP A FOUNDLING ON THE HIGHWAY, AND THEY PRETEND HE IS THEIR OWN SON, AND TO MAKE THEIR STATEMENT SEEM CREDIBLE, THEY ARRANGE A FEAST IN HIS HONOR." ABRAHAM HAD INVITED NOT ONLY MEN TO THE CELEBRATION, BUT ALSO THE WIVES OF THE MAGNATES WITH THEIR INFANTS, AND GOD PERMITTED A MIRACLE TO BE DONE. SARAH HAD ENOUGH MILK IN HER BREASTS TO SUCKLE ALL THE BABES THERE, AND THEY WHO DREW FROM HER BREASTS HAD MUCH TO THANK HER FOR. THOSE WHOSE MOTHERS HAD HARBORED ONLY PIOUS THOUGHTS IN THEIR MINDS WHEN THEY LET THEM DRINK THE MILK THAT FLOWED FROM THE BREASTS OF THE PIOUS SARAH, THEY BECAME PROSELYTES WHEN THEY GREW UP; AND THOSE WHOSE MOTHERS LET SARAH NURSE THEM ONLY IN ORDER TO TEST HER, THEY GREW UP TO BE POWERFUL RULERS, LOSING THEIR DOMINION ONLY AT THE REVELATION ON MOUNT SINAI, BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT ACCEPT THE TORAH. ALL PROSELYTES AND PIOUS HEATHEN ARE THE DESCENDANTS OF THESE INFANTS. AMONG THE GUESTS OF ABRAHAM WERE THE THIRTY-ONE KINGS AND THIRTY-ONE VICEROYS OF PALESTINE WHO WERE VANQUISHED BY JOSHUA AT THE CONQUEST OF THE HOLY LAND. EVEN OG KING OF BASHAN WAS PRESENT, AND HE HAD TO SUFFER THE TEASING OF THE OTHER GUESTS, WHO RALLIED HIM UPON HAVING CALLED ABRAHAM A STERILE MULE, WHO WOULD NEVER HAVE OFFSPRING. OG, ON HIS PART, POINTED AT THE LITTLE BOY WITH CONTEMPT, AND SAID, "WERE I TO LAY MY FINGER UPON HIM, HE WOULD BE CRUSHED." WHEREUPON GOD SAID TO HIM: "THOU MAKEST MOCK OF THE GIFT GIVEN TO ABRAHAM! AS THOU LIVEST, THOU SHALT LOOK UPON MILLIONS AND MYRIADS OF HIS DESCENDANTS, AND IN THE END THOU SHALT FALL INTO THEIR HANDS."
ISHMAEL CAST OFF
WHEN ISAAC GREW UP, QUARRELS BROKE OUT BETWEEN HIM AND ISHMAEL, ON ACCOUNT OF THE RIGHTS OF THE FIRST-BORN. ISHMAEL INSISTED HE SHOULD RECEIVE A DOUBLE PORTION OF THE INHERITANCE AFTER THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC SHOULD RECEIVE ONLY ONE PORTION. ISHMAEL, WHO HAD BEEN ACCUSTOMED FROM HIS YOUTH TO USE THE BOW AND ARROW, WAS IN THE HABIT OF AIMING HIS MISSILES IN THE DIRECTION OF ISAAC, SAYING AT THE SAME TIME THAT HE WAS BUT JESTING. SARAH, HOWEVER, INSISTED THAT ABRAHAM MAKE OVER TO ISAAC ALL HE OWNED, THAT NO DISPUTES MIGHT ARISE AFTER HIS DEATH, "FOR," SHE SAID, "ISHMAEL IS NOT WORTHY OF BEING HEIR WITH MY SON, NOR WITH A MAN LIKE ISAAC, AND CERTAINLY NOT WITH MY SON ISAAC." FURTHERMORE, SARAH INSISTED THAT ABRAHAM DIVORCE HIMSELF FROM HAGAR, THE MOTHER OF ISHMAEL, AND SEND AWAY THE WOMAN AND HER SON, SO THAT THERE BE NAUGHT IN COMMON BETWEEN THEM AND HER OWN SON, EITHER IN THIS WORLD OR IN THE FUTURE WORLD. OF ALL THE TRIALS ABRAHAM HAD TO UNDERGO, NONE WAS SO HARD TO BEAR AS THIS, FOR IT GRIEVED HIM SORELY TO SEPARATE HIMSELF FROM HIS SON. GOD APPEARED TO HIM IN THE FOLLOWING NIGHT, AND SAID TO HIM: "ABRAHAM, KNOWEST THOU NOT THAT SARAH WAS APPOINTED TO BE THY WIFE FROM HER MOTHER'S WOMB? SHE IS THY COMPANION AND THE WIFE OF THY YOUTH, AND I NAMED NOT HAGAR AS THY WIFE, NOR SARAH AS THY BONDWOMAN. WHAT SARAH SPOKE UNTO THEE WAS NAUGHT BUT TRUTH, AND LET IT NOT BE GRIEVOUS IN THY SIGHT BECAUSE OF THE LAD, AND BECAUSE OF THY BONDWOMAN." THE NEXT MORNING ABRAHAM ROSE UP EARLY, GAVE HAGAR HER BILL OF DIVORCEMENT, AND SENT HER AWAY WITH HER SON, FIRST BINDING A ROPE ABOUT HER LOINS THAT ALL MIGHT SEE SHE WAS A BONDWOMAN. THE EVIL GLANCE CAST UPON HER STEPSON BY SARAH MADE HIM SICK AND FEVERISH, SO THAT HAGAR HAD TO CARRY HIM, GROWN-UP AS HE WAS. IN HIS FEVER HE DRANK OFTEN OF THE WATER IN THE BOTTLE GIVEN HER BY ABRAHAM AS SHE LEFT HIS HOUSE, AND THE WATER WAS QUICKLY SPENT. THAT SHE MIGHT NOT LOOK UPON THE DEATH OF HER CHILD, HAGAR CAST ISHMAEL UNDER THE WILLOW SHRUBS GROWING ON THE SELFSAME SPOT WHEREON THE ANGELS HAD ONCE SPOKEN WITH HER AND MADE KNOWN TO HER THAT SHE WOULD BEAR A SON. IN THE BITTERNESS OF HER HEART, SHE SPOKE TO GOD, AND SAID, "YESTERDAY THOU DIDST SAY TO ME, I WILL GREATLY MULTIPLY THY SEED, THAT IT SHALL NOT BE NUMBERED FOR MULTITUDE, AND TO-DAY MY SON DIES OF THIRST." ISHMAEL HIMSELF CRIED UNTO GOD, AND HIS PRAYER AND THE MERITS OF ABRAHAM BROUGHT THEM HELP IN THEIR NEED, THOUGH THE ANGELS APPEARED AGAINST ISHMAEL BEFORE GOD. THEY SAID, "WILT THOU CAUSE A WELL OF WATER TO SPRING UP FOR HIM WHOSE DESCENDANTS WILL LET THY CHILDREN OF ISRAEL PERISH WITH THIRST?" BUT GOD REPLIED, AND SAID, "WHAT IS ISHMAEL AT THIS MOMENT--RIGHTEOUS OR WICKED?" AND WHEN THE ANGELS CALLED HIM RIGHTEOUS, GOD CONTINUED, "I TREAT MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DESERTS AT EACH MOMENT." AT THAT MOMENT ISHMAEL WAS PIOUS INDEED, FOR HE WAS PRAYING TO GOD IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "O LORD OF THE WORLD! IF IT BE THY WILL THAT I SHALL PERISH, THEN LET ME DIE IN SOME OTHER WAY, NOT BY THIRST, FOR THE TORTURES OF THIRST ARE GREAT BEYOND ALL OTHERS." HAGAR, INSTEAD OF PRAYING TO GOD, ADDRESSED HER SUPPLICATIONS TO THE IDOLS OF HER YOUTH. THE PRAYER OF ISHMAEL WAS ACCEPTABLE BEFORE GOD, AND HE BADE MIRIAM'S WELL SPRING UP, THE WELL CREATED IN THE TWILIGHT OF THE SIXTH DAY OF CREATION. EVEN AFTER THIS MIRACLE HAGAR'S FAITH WAS NO STRONGER THAN BEFORE. SHE FILLED THE BOTTLE WITH WATER, BECAUSE SHE FEARED IT MIGHT AGAIN BE SPENT, AND NO OTHER WOULD BE NIGH. THEREUPON SHE JOURNEYED TO EGYPT WITH HER SON, FOR "THROW THE STICK INTO THE AIR AS THOU WILT, IT WILL ALWAYS LAND ON ITS POINT." HAGAR HAD COME FROM EGYPT, AND TO EGYPT SHE RETURNED, TO CHOOSE A WIFE FOR HER SON.
THE 2 WIVES OF ISHMAEL
THE WIFE OF ISHMAEL BORE FOUR SONS AND A DAUGHTER, AND AFTERWARD ISHMAEL, HIS MOTHER, AND HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN WENT AND RETURNED TO THE WILDERNESS. THEY MADE THEMSELVES TENTS IN THE WILDERNESS IN WHICH THEY DWELT, AND THEY CONTINUED TO ENCAMP AND JOURNEY, MONTH BY MONTH AND YEAR BY YEAR. AND GOD GAVE ISHMAEL FLOCKS, AND HERDS, AND TENTS, ON ACCOUNT OF ABRAHAM HIS FATHER, AND THE MAN INCREASED IN CATTLE. AND SOME TIME AFTER, ABRAHAM SAID TO SARAH, HIS WIFE, "I WILL GO AND SEE MY SON ISHMAEL; I YEARN TO LOOK UPON HIM, FOR I HAVE NOT SEEN HIM FOR A LONG TIME." AND ABRAHAM RODE UPON ONE OF HIS CAMELS TO THE WILDERNESS, TO SEEK HIS SON ISHMAEL, FOR HE HEARD THAT HE WAS DWELLING IN A TENT IN THE WILDERNESS WITH ALL BELONGING TO HIM. AND ABRAHAM WENT TO THE WILDERNESS, AND HE REACHED THE TENT OF ISHMAEL ABOUT NOON, AND HE ASKED AFTER HIM. HE FOUND THE WIFE OF ISHMAEL SITTING IN THE TENT WITH HER CHILDREN, AND HER HUSBAND AND HIS MOTHER WERE NOT WITH THEM. AND ABRAHAM ASKED THE WIFE OF ISHMAEL, SAYING, "WHERE HAS ISHMAEL GONE?" AND SHE SAID, "HE HAS GONE TO THE FIELD TO HUNT GAME." AND ABRAHAM WAS STILL MOUNTED UPON THE CAMEL, FOR HE WOULD NOT ALIGHT UPON THE GROUND, AS HE HAD SWORN TO HIS WIFE SARAH THAT HE WOULD NOT GET OFF FROM THE CAMEL. AND ABRAHAM SAID TO ISHMAEL'S WIFE, "MY DAUGHTER, GIVE ME A LITTLE WATER, THAT I MAY DRINK, FOR I AM FATIGUED AND TIRED FROM THE JOURNEY." AND ISHMAEL'S WIFE ANSWERED, AND SAID TO ABRAHAM, "WE HAVE NEITHER WATER NOR BREAD," AND SHE WAS SITTING IN THE TENT, AND DID NOT TAKE ANY NOTICE OF ABRAHAM. SHE DID NOT EVEN ASK HIM WHO HE WAS. BUT ALL THE WHILE SHE WAS BEATING HER CHILDREN IN THE TENT, AND SHE WAS [SEXUALLY] CURSING THEM, AND SHE ALSO [SEXUALLY] CURSED HER HUSBAND ISHMAEL, AND SPOKE EVIL OF HIM, AND ABRAHAM HEARD THE WORDS OF ISHMAEL'S WIFE TO HER CHILDREN, AND IT WAS AN EVIL THING IN HIS EYES. AND ABRAHAM CALLED TO THE WOMAN TO COME OUT TO HIM FROM THE TENT, AND THE WOMAN CAME OUT, AND STOOD FACE TO FACE WITH ABRAHAM, WHILE ABRAHAM WAS STILL MOUNTED UPON THE CAMEL. AND ABRAHAM SAID TO ISHMAEL'S WIFE, "WHEN THY HUSBAND ISHMAEL RETURNS HOME, SAY THESE WORDS TO HIM: A VERY OLD MAN FROM THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES CAME HITHER TO SEEK THEE, AND HIS APPEARANCE WAS THUS AND SO, AND THUS WAS HIS FIGURE. I DID NOT ASK HIM WHO HE WAS, AND SEEING THOU WAST NOT HERE, HE SPOKE UNTO ME, AND SAID, WHEN ISHMAEL THY HUSBAND RETURNS, TELL HIM, THUS, DID THE MAN SAY, WHEN THOU COMEST HOME, PUT AWAY THIS TENTPIN WHICH THOU HAST PLACED HERE, AND PLACE ANOTHER TENT-PIN IN ITS STEAD." AND ABRAHAM FINISHED HIS INSTRUCTIONS TO THE WOMAN, AND HE TURNED AND WENT OFF ON THE CAMEL HOMEWARD. AND WHEN ISHMAEL RETURNED TO THE TENT, HE HEARD THE WORDS OF HIS WIFE, AND HE KNEW THAT IT WAS HIS FATHER, AND THAT HIS WIFE HAD NOT HONORED HIM. AND ISHMAEL UNDERSTOOD HIS FATHER'S WORDS THAT HE HAD SPOKEN TO HIS WIFE, AND HE HEARKENED TO THE VOICE OF HIS FATHER, AND HE DIVORCED HIS WIFE, AND SHE WENT AWAY. AND ISHMAEL AFTERWARD WENT TO THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND HE TOOK ANOTHER WIFE, AND HE BROUGHT HER TO HIS TENT, TO THE PLACE WHERE HE DWELT. AND AT THE END OF THREE YEARS, ABRAHAM SAID, "I WILL GO AGAIN AND SEE ISHMAEL MY SON, FOR I HAVE NOT SEEN HIM FOR A LONG TIME." AND HE RODE UPON HIS CAMEL, AND WENT TO THE WILDERNESS, AND HE REACHED THE TENT OF ISHMAEL ABOUT NOON. AND HE ASKED AFTER ISHMAEL, AND HIS WIFE CAME OUT OF THE TENT, AND SHE SAID, "HE IS NOT HERE, MY LORD, FOR HE HAS GONE TO HUNT IN THE FIELDS AND FEED THE CAMELS," AND THE WOMAN SAID TO ABRAHAM, "TURN IN, MY LORD, INTO THE TENT, AND EAT A MORSEL OF BREAD, FOR THY SOUL MUST BE WEARIED ON ACCOUNT OF THE JOURNEY." AND ABRAHAM SAID TO HER, "I WILL NOT STOP, FOR I AM IN HASTE TO CONTINUE MY JOURNEY, BUT GIVE ME A LITTLE WATER TO DRINK, FOR I AM THIRSTY," AND THE WOMAN HASTENED AND RAN INTO THE TENT, AND SHE BROUGHT OUT WATER AND BREAD TO ABRAHAM, WHICH SHE PLACED BEFORE HIM, URGING HIM TO EAT AND DRINK, AND HE ATE AND DRANK, AND HIS HEART WAS MERRY, AND HE BLESSED HIS SON ISHMAEL. AND HE FINISHED HIS MEAL, AND HE BLESSED THE LORD, AND HE SAID TO ISHMAEL'S WIFE: "WHEN ISHMAEL COMES HOME, SAY THESE WORDS TO HIM: A VERY OLD MAN FROM THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES CAME HITHER, AND ASKED AFTER THEE, AND THOU WAST NOT HERE, AND I BROUGHT HIM OUT BREAD AND WATER, AND HE ATE AND DRANK, AND HIS HEART WAS MERRY. AND HE SPOKE THESE WORDS TO ME, WHEN ISHMAEL THY HUSBAND COMES HOME, SAY UNTO HIM, THE TENT-PIN WHICH THOU HAST IS VERY GOOD, DO NOT PUT IT AWAY FROM THE TENT." AND ABRAHAM FINISHED COMMANDING THE WOMAN, AND HE RODE OFF TO HIS HOME, TO THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES, AND WHEN ISHMAEL CAME TO HIS TENT, HIS WIFE WENT FORTH TO MEET HIM WITH JOY AND A CHEERFUL HEART, AND SHE TOLD HIM THE WORDS OF THE OLD MAN. ISHMAEL KNEW THAT IT WAS HIS FATHER, AND THAT HIS WIFE HAD HONORED HIM, AND HE PRAISED THE LORD. AND ISHMAEL THEN TOOK HIS WIFE AND HIS CHILDREN AND HIS CATTLE AND ALL BELONGING TO HIM, AND HE JOURNEYED FROM THERE, AND HE WENT TO HIS FATHER IN THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES. AND ABRAHAM RELATED TO ISHMAEL ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED BETWEEN HIM AND THE FIRST WIFE THAT ISHMAEL HAD TAKEN, ACCORDING TO WHAT SHE HAD DONE. AND ISHMAEL AND HIS CHILDREN DWELT WITH ABRAHAM MANY DAYS IN THAT LAND, AND ABRAHAM DWELT IN THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES A LONG TIME.
THE COVENANT WITH ABIMELECH
AFTER A SOJOURN OF TWENTY-SIX YEARS IN THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES, ABRAHAM DEPARTED THENCE, AND HE SETTLED IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF HEBRON. THERE HE WAS VISITED BY ABIMELECH WITH TWENTY OF HIS GRANDEES, WHO REQUESTED HIM TO MAKE AN ALLIANCE WITH THE PHILISTINES. AS LONG AS ABRAHAM WAS CHILDLESS, THE HEATHEN DID NOT BELIEVE IN HIS PIETY, BUT WHEN ISAAC WAS BORN, THEY SAID TO HIM, "GOD IS WITH THEE." BUT AGAIN, THEY ENTERTAINED DOUBT OF HIS PIETY WHEN HE CAST OFF ISHMAEL. THEY SAID, "WERE HE A RIGHTEOUS MAN, HE WOULD NOT DRIVE HIS FIRST-BORN FORTH FROM HIS HOUSE." BUT WHEN THEY OBSERVED THE IMPIOUS [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF ISHMAEL, THEY SAID, "GOD IS WITH THEE IN ALL THOU DOEST." THAT ABRAHAM WAS THE FAVORITE OF GOD, THEY SAW IN THIS, TOO, THAT ALTHOUGH SODOM WAS DESTROYED AND ALL TRAFFIC HAD COME TO A STANDSTILL IN THAT REGION, YET ABRAHAM'S TREASURE CHAMBERS WERE FILLED. FOR THESE REASONS, THE PHILISTINES SOUGHT TO FORM AN ALLIANCE WITH HIM, TO REMAIN IN FORCE FOR THREE GENERATIONS TO COME, FOR IT IS TO THE THIRD GENERATION THAT THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF A FATHER EXTENDS. BEFORE ABRAHAM CONCLUDED THE COVENANT WITH ABIMELECH, KING OF THE PHILISTINES, HE REPROVED HIM ON ACCOUNT OF A WELL, FOR "[TRUE] CORRECTION LEADS TO [SEXLESS] LOVE," AND "THERE IS NO PEACE WITHOUT CORRECTION." THE HERDMEN OF ABRAHAM AND THOSE OF ABIMELECH HAD LEFT THEIR DISPUTE ABOUT THE WELL TO DECISION BY ORDEAL: THE WELL WAS TO BELONG TO THE PARTY FOR WHOSE SHEEP THE WATERS WOULD RISE SO THAT THEY COULD DRINK OF THEM. BUT THE SHEPHERDS OF ABIMELECH DISREGARDED THE AGREEMENT, AND THEY WRESTED THE WELL FOR THEIR OWN USE. AS A WITNESS AND A PERPETUAL SIGN THAT THE WELL BELONGED TO HIM, ABRAHAM SET ASIDE SEVEN SHEEP, CORRESPONDING TO THE SEVEN NOACHIAN LAWS BINDING UPON ALL MEN ALIKE. BUT GOD SAID, "THOU DIDST GIVE HIM SEVEN SHEEP. AS THOU LIVEST, THE PHILISTINES SHALL ONE DAY SLAY SEVEN RIGHTEOUS MEN, SAMSON, HOPHNI, PHINEHAS, AND SAUL WITH HIS THREE SONS, AND THEY WILL DESTROY SEVEN HOLY PLACES, AND THEY WILL KEEP THE HOLY ARK IN THEIR COUNTRY AS BOOTY OF WAR FOR A PERIOD OF SEVEN MONTHS, AND FURTHERMORE ONLY THE SEVENTH GENERATION OF THY DESCENDANTS WILL BE ABLE TO REJOICE IN THE POSSESSION OF THE LAND PROMISED TO THEM." AFTER CONCLUDING THE ALLIANCE WITH ABIMELECH, WHO ACKNOWLEDGED ABRAHAM'S RIGHT UPON THE WELL, ABRAHAM CALLED THE PLACE BEER-SHEBA, BECAUSE THERE THEY SWORE BOTH OF THEM UNTO A COVENANT OF FRIENDSHIP. IN BEER-SHEBA ABRAHAM DWELT MANY YEARS, AND THENCE HE ENDEAVORED TO SPREAD THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD. HE PLANTED A LARGE GROVE THERE, AND HE MADE FOUR GATES FOR IT, FACING THE FOUR SIDES OF THE EARTH, EAST, WEST, NORTH, AND SOUTH, AND HE PLANTED A VINEYARD THEREIN. IF A TRAVELLER CAME THAT WAY, HE ENTERED BY THE GATE THAT FACED HIM, AND HE SAT IN THE GROVE, AND ATE, AND DRANK, UNTIL HE WAS SATISFIED, AND THEN HE DEPARTED. FOR THE HOUSE OF ABRAHAM WAS ALWAYS OPEN FOR ALL PASSERS-BY, AND THEY CAME DAILY TO EAT AND DRINK THERE. IF ONE WAS HUNGRY, AND HE CAME TO ABRAHAM, HE WOULD GIVE HIM WHAT HE NEEDED, SO THAT HE MIGHT EAT AND DRINK AND BE SATISFIED; AND IF ONE WAS NAKED, AND HE CAME TO ABRAHAM, HE WOULD CLOTHE HIM WITH THE GARMENTS OF THE POOR MAN'S CHOICE, AND GIVE HIM SILVER AND GOLD, AND MAKE KNOWN TO HIM THE LORD, WHO HAD CREATED HIM AND SET HIM ON EARTH. AFTER THE WAYFARERS HAD EATEN, THEY WERE IN THE HABIT OF THANKING ABRAHAM FOR HIS KIND ENTERTAINMENT OF THEM, WHERETO HE WOULD REPLY: "WHAT, YE GIVE THANKS UNTO ME! RATHER RETURN THANKS TO YOUR HOST, HE WHO ALONE PROVIDES FOOD AND DRINK FOR ALL CREATURES." THEN THE PEOPLE WOULD ASK, "WHERE IS HE?" AND ABRAHAM WOULD ANSWER THEM, AND SAY: "HE IS THE RULER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. HE WOUNDETH AND HE HEALETH, HE FORMETH THE EMBRYO IN THE WOMB OF THE MOTHER AND BRINGETH IT FORTH INTO THE WORLD, HE CAUSETH THE PLANTS AND THE TREES TO GROW, HE KILLETH AND HE MAKETH ALIVE, HE BRINGETH DOWN TO SHEOL AND BRINGETH UP." WHEN THE PEOPLE HEARD SUCH WORDS, THEY WOULD ASK, "HOW SHALL WE RETURN THANKS TO GOD AND MANIFEST OUR GRATITUDE UNTO HIM?" AND ABRAHAM WOULD INSTRUCT THEM IN THESE WORDS: "SAY, BLESSED BE THE LORD WHO IS BLESSED! BLESSED BE HE THAT GIVETH BREAD AND FOOD UNTO ALL FLESH!" IN THIS MANNER DID ABRAHAM TEACH THOSE WHO HAD ENJOYED HIS HOSPITALITY HOW TO PRAISE AND THANK GOD. ABRAHAM'S HOUSE THUS BECAME NOT ONLY A LODGING-PLACE FOR THE HUNGRY AND THIRSTY, BUT ALSO A PLACE OF INSTRUCTION WHERE THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD AND HIS [SEXLESS] LAW WERE TAUGHT.
SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ACCUSES ABRAHAM
IN SPITE OF THE LAVISH HOSPITALITY PRACTICED IN THE HOUSE OF ABRAHAM, IT HAPPENED ONCE THAT A POOR MAN, OR RATHER AN ALLEGED POOR MAN, WAS TURNED AWAY EMPTY-HANDED, AND THIS WAS THE IMMEDIATE REASON FOR THE LAST OF ABRAHAM'S [SEXUAL] TEMPTATIONS, THE SACRIFICE OF HIS FAVORITE SON ISAAC. IT WAS THE DAY ON WHICH ABRAHAM CELEBRATED THE BIRTH OF ISAAC WITH A GREAT BANQUET, TO WHICH ALL THE MAGNATES OF THE TIME WERE BIDDEN WITH THEIR WIVES. SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], WHO ALWAYS APPEARS AT A FEAST IN WHICH NO POOR PEOPLE PARTICIPATE, AND KEEPS ALOOF FROM THOSE TO WHICH POOR GUESTS ARE INVITED, TURNED UP AT ABRAHAM'S BANQUET IN THE GUISE OF A BEGGAR ASKING ALMS AT THE DOOR. HE HAD NOTICED THAT ABRAHAM HAD INVITED NO POOR MAN, AND HE KNEW THAT HIS HOUSE WAS THE RIGHT PLACE FOR HIM. ABRAHAM WAS OCCUPIED WITH THE ENTERTAINMENT OF HIS DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, AND SARAH WAS ENDEAVORING TO CONVINCE THEIR WIVES, THE MATRONS, THAT ISAAC WAS HER CHILD IN VERY TRUTH, AND NOT A SPURIOUS CHILD. NO ONE CONCERNED HIMSELF ABOUT THE BEGGAR AT THE DOOR, WHO THEREUPON ACCUSED ABRAHAM BEFORE GOD. NOW, THERE WAS A DAY WHEN THE SONS OF GOD CAME TO PRESENT THEMSELVES BEFORE THE LORD, AND SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] CAME ALSO AMONG THEM. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], "FROM WHENCE COMEST THOU?" AND SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ANSWERED THE LORD, AND SAID, "FROM GOING TO AND FRO ON THE EARTH, AND FROM WALKING UP AND DOWN IN IT." AND THE LORD SAID UNTO SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], "WHAT HAST THOU TO SAY CONCERNING ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE EARTH?" AND SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ANSWERED THE LORD, AND SAID: "I HAVE SEEN ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE EARTH SERVING THEE AND REMEMBERING THEE, WHEN THEY REQUIRE AUGHT FROM THEE. AND WHEN THOU GIVEST THEM WHAT THEY REQUIRE FROM THEE, THEN THEY FORSAKE THEE, AND THEY REMEMBER THEE NO MORE. HAST THOU SEEN ABRAHAM, THE SON OF TERAH, WHO AT FIRST HAD NO CHILDREN, AND HE SERVED THEE AND ERECTED ALTARS TO THEE WHEREVER HE CAME, AND HE BROUGHT OFFERINGS UPON THEM, AND HE PROCLAIMED THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] CONTINUALLY TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE EARTH? AND NOW HIS SON ISAAC IS BORN TO HIM, HE HAS FORSAKEN THEE. HE MADE A GREAT FEAST FOR ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND, AND THE LORD HE HAS FORGOTTEN. FOR AMIDST ALL THAT HE HAS DONE, HE BROUGHT THEE NO OFFERING, NEITHER BURNT OFFERING NOR PEACE OFFERING, NEITHER ONE LAMB NOR GOAT OF ALL THAT HE HAD KILLED IN THE DAY THAT HIS SON WAS WEANED. EVEN FROM THE TIME OF HIS SON'S BIRTH TILL NOW, BEING THIRTY-SEVEN YEARS, HE BUILT NO ALTAR BEFORE THEE, NOR BROUGHT UP ANY OFFERING TO THEE, FOR HE SAW THAT THOU DIDST GIVE WHAT HE REQUESTED BEFORE THEE, AND HE THEREFORE FORSOOK THEE." AND THE LORD SAID TO SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]: "HAST THOU CONSIDERED MY SERVANT ABRAHAM? FOR THERE IS NONE LIKE HIM IN THE EARTH, A PERFECT AND AN UPRIGHT MAN BEFORE ME FOR A BURNT OFFERING, AND THAT FEARETH GOD AND ESCHEWETH EVIL. AS I LIVE, WERE I TO SAY UNTO HIM, BRING UP ISAAC THY SON BEFORE ME, HE WOULD NOT WITHHOLD HIM FROM ME, MUCH LESS IF I TOLD HIM TO BRING UP A BURNT OFFERING BEFORE ME FROM HIS FLOCKS OR HERDS." AND SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ANSWERED THE LORD, AND SAID, "SPEAK NOW UNTO ABRAHAM AS THOU HAST SAID, AND THOU WILT SEE WHETHER HE WILL NOT TRANSGRESS AND CAST ASIDE THY WORDS THIS DAY." GOD WISHED TO TRY ISAAC ALSO. ISHMAEL ONCE BOASTED TO ISAAC, SAYING, "I WAS THIRTEEN YEARS OLD WHEN THE LORD SPOKE TO MY FATHER TO CIRCUMCISE US, AND I DID NOT TRANSGRESS HIS WORD, WHICH HE COMMANDED MY FATHER." AND ISAAC ANSWERED ISHMAEL, SAYING, "WHAT DOST THOU BOAST TO ME ABOUT THIS, ABOUT A LITTLE BIT OF THY FLESH WHICH THOU DIDST TAKE FROM THY BODY, CONCERNING WHICH THE LORD COMMANDED THEE? AS THE LORD LIVETH, THE GOD OF MY FATHER ABRAHAM, IF THE LORD SHOULD SAY UNTO MY FATHER, TAKE NOW THY SON ISAAC AND BRING HIM UP AS AN OFFERING BEFORE ME, I WOULD NOT REFRAIN, BUT I WOULD JOYFULLY ACCEDE TO IT." 
THE JOURNEY TO MORIAH
AND THE LORD THOUGHT TO TRY ABRAHAM AND ISAAC IN THIS MATTER. AND HE SAID TO ABRAHAM, "TAKE NOW THY SON." ABRAHAM: "I HAVE TWO SONS, AND I DO NOT KNOW WHICH OF THEM THOU COMMANDEST ME TO TAKE." GOD: "THINE ONLY SON." ABRAHAM: "THE ONE IS THE ONLY SON OF HIS MOTHER, AND THE OTHER IS THE ONLY SON OF HIS MOTHER." GOD: "WHOM THOU [SEXLESSLY] LOVEST." ABRAHAM: "I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THIS ONE AND I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THAT ONE." GOD: "EVEN ISAAC." ABRAHAM: "AND WHERE SHALL I GO?" GOD: "TO THE LAND I WILL SHOW THEE, AND OFFER ISAAC THERE FOR A BURNT OFFERING." ABRAHAM: "AM I FIT TO PERFORM THE SACRIFICE, AM I A PRIEST? OUGHT NOT RATHER THE HIGH PRIEST SHEM TO DO IT?" GOD: "WHEN THOU WILT ARRIVE AT THAT PLACE, I WILL CONSECRATE THEE AND MAKE THEE A PRIEST." AND ABRAHAM SAID WITHIN HIMSELF, "HOW SHALL I SEPARATE MY SON ISAAC FROM SARAH HIS MOTHER?" AND HE CAME INTO THE TENT, AND HE SATE BEFORE SARAH HIS WIFE, AND HE SPAKE THESE WORDS TO HER: "MY SON ISAAC IS GROWN UP, AND HE HAS NOT YET STUDIED THE SERVICE OF GOD. NOW, TO-MORROW I WILL GO AND BRING HIM TO SHEM AND EBER HIS SON, AND THERE HE WILL LEARN THE WAYS OF THE LORD, FOR THEY WILL TEACH HIM TO KNOW THE LORD, AND TO KNOW HOW TO PRAY UNTO THE LORD THAT HE MAY ANSWER HIM, AND TO KNOW THE WAY OF SERVING THE LORD HIS GOD." AND SARAH SAID, "THOU HAST SPOKEN WELL. GO, MY LORD, AND DO UNTO HIM AS THOU HAST SAID, BUT REMOVE HIM NOT FAR FROM ME, NEITHER LET HIM REMAIN THERE TOO LONG, FOR MY SOUL IS BOUND WITHIN HIS SOUL." AND ABRAHAM SAID UNTO SARAH, "MY DAUGHTER, LET US PRAY TO THE LORD OUR GOD THAT HE MAY DO GOOD WITH US." AND SARAH TOOK HER SON ISAAC, AND HE ABODE WITH HER ALL THAT NIGHT, AND SHE KISSED AND EMBRACED HIM, AND SHE LAID INJUNCTIONS UPON HIM TILL MORNING, AND SHE SAID TO ABRAHAM: "O MY LORD, I PRAY THEE, TAKE HEED OF THY SON, AND PLACE THINE EYES OVER HIM, FOR I HAVE NO OTHER SON NOR DAUGHTER BUT HIM. O NEGLECT HIM NOT. IF HE BE HUNGRY, GIVE HIM BREAD, AND IF HE BE THIRSTY, GIVE HIM WATER TO DRINK; DO NOT LET HIM GO ON FOOT, NEITHER LET HIM SIT IN THE SUN, NEITHER LET HIM GO BY HIMSELF ON THE ROAD, NEITHER TURN HIM FROM WHATEVER HE MAY [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE, BUT DO UNTO HIM AS HE MAY SAY TO THEE." AFTER SPENDING THE WHOLE NIGHT IN WEEPING ON ACCOUNT OF ISAAC, SHE GOT UP IN THE MORNING AND SELECTED A VERY FINE AND BEAUTIFUL GARMENT FROM THOSE THAT ABIMELECH HAD GIVEN TO HER. AND SHE DRESSED ISAAC THEREWITH, AND SHE PUT A TURBAN UPON HIS HEAD, AND SHE FASTENED A PRECIOUS STONE IN THE TOP OF THE TURBAN, AND SHE GAVE THEM PROVISIONS FOR THE ROAD. AND SARAH WENT OUT WITH THEM, AND SHE ACCOMPANIED THEM UPON THE ROAD TO SEE THEM OFF, AND THEY SAID TO HER, "RETURN TO THE TENT." AND WHEN SARAH HEARD THE WORDS OF HER SON ISAAC, SHE WEPT BITTERLY, AND ABRAHAM WEPT WITH HER, AND THEIR SON WEPT WITH THEM, A GREAT WEEPING, ALSO THOSE OF THEIR SERVANTS WHO WENT WITH THEM WEPT GREATLY. AND SARAH CAUGHT HOLD OF ISAAC, AND SHE HELD HIM IN HER ARMS, AND SHE EMBRACED HIM, AND CONTINUED TO WEEP WITH HIM, AND SARAH SAID, "WHO KNOWETH IF I SHALL EVER SEE THEE AGAIN AFTER THIS DAY?" ABRAHAM DEPARTED WITH ISAAC AMID GREAT WEEPING, WHILE SARAH AND THE SERVANTS RETURNED TO THE TENT. HE TOOK TWO OF HIS YOUNG MEN WITH HIM, ISHMAEL AND ELIEZER, AND WHILE THEY WERE WALKING IN THE ROAD, THE YOUNG MEN SPOKE THESE WORDS TO EACH OTHER. SAID ISHMAEL TO ELIEZER: "NOW MY FATHER ABRAHAM IS GOING WITH ISAAC TO BRING HIM UP FOR A BURNT OFFERING TO THE LORD, AND WHEN HE RETURNETH, HE WILL GIVE UNTO ME ALL THAT HE POSSESSES, TO INHERIT AFTER HIM, FOR I AM HIS FIRST-BORN." ELIEZER ANSWERED: "SURELY, ABRAHAM DID CAST THEE OFF WITH THY MOTHER, AND SWEAR THAT THOU SHOULDST NOT INHERIT ANYTHING OF ALL HE POSSESSES. AND TO WHOM WILL HE GIVE ALL THAT HE HAS, ALL HIS PRECIOUS THINGS, BUT UNTO HIS SERVANT, WHO HAS BEEN FAITHFUL IN HIS HOUSE, TO ME, WHO HAVE SERVED HIM NIGHT AND DAY, AND HAVE DONE ALL THAT HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED ME?" THE HOLY SPIRIT ANSWERED, "NEITHER THIS ONE NOR THAT ONE WILL INHERIT ABRAHAM." AND WHILE ABRAHAM AND ISAAC WERE PROCEEDING ALONG THE ROAD, SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] CAME AND APPEARED TO ABRAHAM IN THE FIGURE OF A VERY AGED MAN, HUMBLE AND OF CONTRITE SPIRIT, AND SAID TO HIM: "ART THOU SILLY OR FOOLISH, THAT THOU GOEST TO DO THIS THING TO THINE ONLY SON? GOD GAVE THEE A SON IN THY LATTER DAYS, IN THINE OLD AGE, AND WILT THOU GO AND SLAUGHTER HIM, WHO DID NOT COMMIT ANY VIOLENCE, AND WILT THOU CAUSE THE SOUL OF THINE ONLY SON TO PERISH FROM THE EARTH? DOST THOU NOT KNOW AND UNDERSTAND THAT THIS THING CANNOT BE FROM THE LORD? FOR THE LORD WOULD NOT DO UNTO MAN SUCH EVIL, TO COMMAND HIM, GO AND SLAUGHTER THY SON." ABRAHAM, HEARING THESE WORDS, KNEW THAT IT WAS SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], WHO ENDEAVORED TO TURN HIM ASTRAY FROM THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, AND HE REBUKED HIM THAT HE WENT AWAY. AND SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] RETURNED AND CAME TO ISAAC, AND HE APPEARED UNTO HIM IN THE FIGURE OF A YOUNG MAN, COMELY AND WELL-FAVORED, SAYING UNTO HIM: "DOST THOU NOT KNOW THAT THY SILLY OLD FATHER BRINGETH THEE TO THE SLAUGHTER THIS DAY FOR NAUGHT? NOW, MY SON, DO NOT LISTEN TO HIM, FOR HE IS A SILLY OLD MAN, AND LET NOT THY PRECIOUS SOUL AND BEAUTIFUL FIGURE BE LOST FROM THE EARTH." AND ISAAC TOLD THESE WORDS TO HIS FATHER, BUT ABRAHAM SAID TO HIM, "TAKE HEED OF HIM, AND DO NOT LISTEN TO HIS WORDS, FOR HE IS SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ENDEAVORING TO LEAD US ASTRAY FROM THE COMMANDS OF OUR GOD." AND ABRAHAM REBUKED SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AGAIN, AND SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WENT FROM THEM, AND, SEEING HE COULD NOT PREVAIL OVER THEM, HE TRANSFORMED HIMSELF INTO A LARGE BROOK OF WATER IN THE ROAD, AND WHEN ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND THE TWO YOUNG MEN REACHED THAT PLACE, THEY SAW A BROOK LARGE AND POWERFUL AS THE MIGHTY WATERS. AND THEY ENTERED THE BROOK, TRYING TO PASS IT, BUT THE FURTHER THEY WENT, THE DEEPER THE BROOK, SO THAT THE WATER REACHED UP TO THEIR NECKS, AND THEY WERE ALL TERRIFIED, ON ACCOUNT OF THE WATER. BUT ABRAHAM RECOGNIZED THE PLACE, AND HE KNEW THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO WATER THERE BEFORE, AND HE SAID TO HIS SON: "I KNOW THIS PLACE, ON WHICH THERE WAS NO BROOK NOR WATER. NOW, SURELY, IT IS SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WHO DOTH ALL THIS TO US, TO DRAW US ASIDE THIS DAY FROM THE COMMANDS OF GOD." AND ABRAHAM REBUKED SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], SAYING UNTO HIM: "THE LORD REBUKE THEE, O SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]. BEGONE FROM US, FOR WE GO BY THE [SEXLESS] COMMAND OF GOD." AND SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WAS TERRIFIED AT THE VOICE OF ABRAHAM, AND HE WENT AWAY FROM THEM, AND THE PLACE BECAME DRY LAND AGAIN AS IT WAS AT FIRST. AND ABRAHAM WENT WITH ISAAC TOWARD THE PLACE THAT GOD HAD TOLD HIM. SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THEN APPEARED UNTO SARAH IN THE FIGURE OF AN OLD MAN, AND SAID UNTO HER, "WHERE DID THINE HUSBAND GO?" SHE SAID, "TO HIS WORK." "AND WHERE DID THY SON ISAAC GO?" HE INQUIRED FURTHER, AND SHE ANSWERED, "HE WENT WITH HIS FATHER TO A PLACE OF STUDY OF THE TORAH." SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SAID: "O THOU POOR OLD WOMAN, THY TEETH WILL BE SET ON EDGE ON ACCOUNT OF THY SON, AS THOU KNOWEST NOT THAT ABRAHAM TOOK HIS SON WITH HIM ON THE ROAD TO SACRIFICE HIM." IN THIS HOUR SARAH'S LOINS TREMBLED, AND ALL HER LIMBS SHOOK. SHE WAS NO MORE OF THIS WORLD. NEVERTHELESS, SHE AROUSED HERSELF, AND SAID, "ALL THAT GOD HATH TOLD ABRAHAM, MAY HE DO IT UNTO LIFE AND UNTO PEACE." ON THE THIRD DAY OF HIS JOURNEY, ABRAHAM LIFTED UP HIS EYES AND SAW THE PLACE AT A DISTANCE, WHICH GOD HAD TOLD HIM. HE NOTICED UPON THE MOUNTAIN A PILLAR OF FIRE REACHING FROM THE EARTH TO HEAVEN, AND A HEAVY CLOUD IN WHICH THE GLORY OF GOD WAS SEEN. ABRAHAM SAID TO ISAAC, "MY SON, DOST THOU SEE ON THAT MOUNTAIN WHICH WE PERCEIVE AT A DISTANCE THAT WHICH I SEE UPON IT?" AND ISAAC ANSWERED, AND SAID UNTO HIS FATHER, "I SEE, AND, LO, A PILLAR OF FIRE AND A CLOUD, AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD IS SEEN UPON THE CLOUD." ABRAHAM KNEW THEN THAT ISAAC WAS ACCEPTED BEFORE THE LORD FOR AN OFFERING. HE ASKED ISHMAEL AND ELIEZER, "DO YOU ALSO SEE THAT WHICH WE SEE UPON THE MOUNTAIN?" THEY ANSWERED, "WE SEE NOTHING MORE THAN LIKE THE OTHER MOUNTAINS," AND ABRAHAM KNEW THAT THEY WERE NOT ACCEPTED BEFORE THE LORD TO GO WITH THEM. ABRAHAM SAID TO THEM, "ABIDE YE HERE WITH THE ASS, YOU ARE LIKE THE ASS--AS LITTLE AS IT SEES, SO LITTLE DO YOU SEE. I AND ISAAC MY SON GO TO YONDER MOUNT, AND WORSHIP THERE BEFORE THE LORD, AND THIS EVE WE WILL RETURN TO YOU." AN UNCONSCIOUS PROPHECY HAD COME TO ABRAHAM, FOR HE PROPHESIED THAT HE AND ISAAC WOULD BOTH RETURN FROM THE MOUNTAIN. ELIEZER AND ISHMAEL REMAINED IN THAT PLACE, AS ABRAHAM HAD COMMANDED, WHILE HE AND ISAAC WENT FURTHER.
THE 'AKEDAH
AND WHILE THEY WERE WALKING ALONG, ISAAC SPAKE UNTO HIS FATHER, "BEHOLD, THE FIRE AND THE WOOD, BUT WHERE THEN IS THE LAMB FOR A BURNT OFFERING BEFORE THE LORD?" AND ABRAHAM ANSWERED ISAAC, SAYING, "THE LORD HATH CHOSEN THEE, MY SON, FOR A PERFECT BURNT OFFERING, INSTEAD OF THE LAMB." AND ISAAC SAID UNTO HIS FATHER, "I WILL DO ALL THAT THE LORD HATH SPOKEN TO THEE WITH JOY AND CHEERFULNESS OF HEART." AND ABRAHAM AGAIN SAID UNTO ISAAC HIS SON, "IS THERE IN THY HEART ANY THOUGHT OR COUNSEL CONCERNING THIS WHICH IS NOT PROPER? TELL ME, MY SON, I PRAY THEE! O MY SON, CONCEAL IT NOT FROM ME." AND ISAAC ANSWERED, "AS THE LORD LIVETH, AND AS THY SOUL LIVETH, THERE IS NOTHING IN MY HEART TO CAUSE ME TO DEVIATE EITHER TO THE RIGHT OR THE LEFT FROM THE WORD THAT HE HATH SPOKEN UNTO THEE. NEITHER LIMB NOR MUSCLE HATH MOVED OR STIRRED ON ACCOUNT OF THIS, NOR IS THERE IN MY HEART ANY THOUGHT OR EVIL COUNSEL CONCERNING THIS. BUT I AM JOYFUL AND CHEERFUL OF HEART IN THIS MATTER, AND I SAY, BLESSED IS THE LORD WHO HAS THIS DAY CHOSEN ME TO BE A BURNT OFFERING BEFORE HIM." ABRAHAM GREATLY REJOICED AT THE WORDS OF ISAAC, AND THEY WENT ON AND CAME TOGETHER TO THAT PLACE THAT THE LORD HAD SPOKEN OF. AND ABRAHAM APPROACHED TO BUILD THE ALTAR IN THAT PLACE, AND ABRAHAM DID BUILD, WHILE ISAAC HANDED HIM STONES AND MORTAR, UNTIL THEY FINISHED ERECTING THE ALTAR. AND ABRAHAM TOOK THE WOOD AND ARRANGED IT UPON THE ALTAR, AND HE BOUND ISAAC, TO PLACE HIM UPON THE WOOD WHICH WAS UPON THE ALTAR, TO SLAY HIM FOR A BURNT OFFERING BEFORE THE LORD. ISAAC SPAKE HEREUPON: "FATHER, MAKE HASTE, BARE THINE ARM, AND BIND MY HANDS AND FEET SECURELY, FOR I AM A YOUNG MAN, BUT THIRTY-SEVEN YEARS OF AGE, AND THOU ART AN OLD MAN. WHEN I BEHOLD THE SLAUGHTERING KNIFE IN THY HAND, I MAY PERCHANCE BEGIN TO TREMBLE AT THE SIGHT AND PUSH AGAINST THEE, FOR THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE UNTO LIFE IS BOLD. ALSO, I MAY DO MYSELF AN INJURY AND MAKE MYSELF UNFIT TO BE SACRIFICED. I ADJURE THEE, THEREFORE, MY FATHER, MAKE HASTE, EXECUTE THE WILL OF THY [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], DELAY NOT. TURN UP THY GARMENT, GIRD THY LOINS, AND AFTER THAT THOU HAST SLAUGHTERED ME, BURN ME UNTO FINE ASHES. THEN GATHER THE ASHES, AND BRING THEM TO SARAH, MY MOTHER, AND PLACE THEM IN A CASKET IN HER CHAMBER. AT ALL HOURS, WHENEVER SHE ENTERS HER CHAMBER, SHE WILL REMEMBER HER SON ISAAC AND WEEP FOR HIM." AND AGAIN, ISAAC SPOKE: "AS SOON AS THOU HAST SLAUGHTERED ME, AND HAST SEPARATED THYSELF FROM ME, AND RETURNEST TO SARAH MY MOTHER, AND SHE ASKETH THEE, WHERE IS MY SON ISAAC? WHAT WILT THOU ANSWER HER, AND WHAT WILL YOU TWO DO IN YOUR OLD AGE?" ABRAHAM ANSWERED, AND SAID, "WE KNOW WE CAN SURVIVE THEE BY A FEW DAYS ONLY. HE WHO WAS OUR COMFORT BEFORE THOU WAST BORN, WILL COMFORT US NOW AND HENCEFORTH." AFTER HE HAD LAID THE WOOD IN ORDER, AND BOUND ISAAC ON THE ALTAR, UPON THE WOOD, ABRAHAM BRACED HIS ARMS, ROLLED UP HIS GARMENTS, AND LEANED HIS KNEES UPON ISAAC WITH ALL HIS STRENGTH. AND GOD, SITTING UPON HIS THRONE, HIGH AND EXALTED, SAW HOW THE HEARTS OF THE TWO WERE THE SAME, AND TEARS WERE ROLLING DOWN FROM THE EYES OF ABRAHAM UPON ISAAC, AND FROM ISAAC DOWN UPON THE WOOD, SO THAT IT WAS SUBMERGED IN TEARS. WHEN ABRAHAM STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND, AND TOOK THE KNIFE TO SLAY HIS SON, GOD SPOKE TO THE ANGELS: "DO YOU SEE HOW ABRAHAM MY FRIEND PROCLAIMS THE UNITY OF MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN THE WORLD? HAD I HEARKENED UNTO YOU AT THE TIME OF THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, WHEN YE SPAKE, WHAT IS MAN, THAT THOU ART MINDFUL OF HIM? AND THE SON OF MAN, THAT THOU VISITEST HIM? WHO WOULD THERE HAVE BEEN TO MAKE KNOWN THE UNITY OF MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN THIS WORLD?" THE ANGELS THEN BROKE INTO LOUD WEEPING, AND THEY EXCLAIMED: "THE HIGHWAYS LIE WASTE, THE WAYFARING MAN CEASETH, HE HATH BROKEN THE COVENANT. WHERE IS THE REWARD OF ABRAHAM, HE WHO TOOK THE WAYFARERS INTO HIS HOUSE, GAVE THEM FOOD AND DRINK, AND WENT WITH THEM TO BRING THEM ON THE WAY? THE COVENANT IS BROKEN, WHEREOF THOU DIDST SPEAK TO HIM, SAYING, 'FOR IN ISAAC SHALL THY SEED BE CALLED,' AND SAYING, 'MY COVENANT WILL I ESTABLISH WITH ISAAC,' FOR THE SLAUGHTERING KNIFE IS SET UPON HIS THROAT." THE TEARS OF THE ANGELS FELL UPON THE KNIFE, SO THAT IT COULD NOT CUT ISAAC'S THROAT, BUT FROM TERROR HIS SOUL ESCAPED FROM HIM. THEN GOD SPOKE TO THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL, AND SAID: "WHY STANDEST THOU HERE? LET HIM NOT BE SLAUGHTERED." WITHOUT DELAY, MICHAEL, ANGUISH IN HIS VOICE, CRIED OUT: "ABRAHAM! ABRAHAM! LAY NOT THINE HAND UPON THE LAD, NEITHER DO THOU ANY THING UNTO HIM!" ABRAHAM MADE ANSWER, AND HE SAID: "GOD DID COMMAND ME TO SLAUGHTER ISAAC, AND THOU DOST COMMAND ME NOT TO SLAUGHTER HIM! THE WORDS OF THE TEACHER AND THE WORDS OF THE DISCIPLE, UNTO WHOSE WORDS DOTH ONE, HEARKEN?" THEN ABRAHAM HEARD IT SAID: "BY MYSELF HAVE I SWORN, SAITH THE LORD, BECAUSE THOU HAST DONE THIS THING, AND HAST NOT WITHHELD THY SON, THINE ONLY SON, THAT IN BLESSING I WILL BLESS THEE, AND IN MULTIPLYING I WILL MULTIPLY THY SEED AS THE STARS OF THE HEAVEN, AND AS THE SAND WHICH IS UPON THE SEA-SHORE; AND THY SEED SHALL POSSESS THE GATE OF HIS ENEMIES, AND IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED, BECAUSE THOU HAST OBEYED MY VOICE." AT ONCE ABRAHAM LEFT OFF FROM ISAAC, WHO RETURNED TO LIFE, REVIVED BY THE HEAVENLY VOICE ADMONISHING ABRAHAM NOT TO SLAUGHTER HIS SON. ABRAHAM, LOOSED HIS BONDS, AND ISAAC STOOD UPON HIS FEET, AND SPOKE THE BENEDICTION, "BLESSED ART THOU, O LORD, WHO QUICKENEST THE DEAD." THEN SPAKE ABRAHAM TO GOD, "SHALL I GO HENCE WITHOUT HAVING OFFERED UP A SACRIFICE?" WHEREUNTO GOD REPLIED, AND SAID, "LIFT UP THINE EYES, AND BEHOLD THE SACRIFICE BEHIND THEE." AND ABRAHAM LIFTED UP HIS EYES, AND, BEHOLD, BEHIND HIM A RAM CAUGHT IN THE THICKET, WHICH GOD HAD CREATED IN THE TWILIGHT OF SABBATH EVE IN THE WEEK OF CREATION, AND PREPARED SINCE THEN AS A BURNT OFFERING INSTEAD OF ISAAC. AND THE RAM HAD BEEN RUNNING TOWARD ABRAHAM, WHEN SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] CAUGHT HOLD OF HIM AND ENTANGLED HIS HORNS IN THE THICKET, THAT HE MIGHT NOT ADVANCE TO ABRAHAM. AND ABRAHAM, SEEING THIS, FETCHED HIM FROM THE THICKET, AND BROUGHT HIM UPON THE ALTAR AS AN OFFERING IN THE PLACE OF HIS SON ISAAC. AND ABRAHAM SPRINKLED THE BLOOD OF THE RAM UPON THE ALTAR, AND HE EXCLAIMED, AND SAID, "THIS IS INSTEAD OF MY SON, AND MAY THIS BE CONSIDERED AS THE BLOOD OF MY SON BEFORE THE LORD." AND WHATSOEVER ABRAHAM DID BY THE ALTAR, HE EXCLAIMED, AND SAID, "THIS IS INSTEAD OF MY SON, AND MAY IT BE CONSIDERED BEFORE THE LORD IN PLACE OF MY SON." AND GOD ACCEPTED THE SACRIFICE OF THE RAM, AND IT WAS ACCOUNTED AS THOUGH IT HAD BEEN ISAAC. AS THE CREATION OF THIS RAM HAD BEEN EXTRAORDINARY, SO ALSO WAS THE USE TO WHICH ALL PARTS OF HIS CARCASS WERE PUT. NOT ONE THING WENT TO WASTE. THE ASHES OF THE PARTS BURNT UPON THE ALTAR FORMED THE FOUNDATION OF THE INNER ALTAR, WHEREON THE EXPIATORY SACRIFICE WAS BROUGHT ONCE A YEAR, ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT, THE DAY ON WHICH THE OFFERING OF ISAAC TOOK PLACE. OF THE SINEWS OF THE RAM, DAVID MADE TEN STRINGS FOR HIS HARP UPON WHICH HE PLAYED. THE SKIN SERVED ELIJAH FOR HIS GIRDLE, AND OF HIS TWO HORNS, THE ONE WAS BLOWN AT THE END OF THE REVELATION ON MOUNT SINAI, AND THE OTHER WILL BE USED TO PROCLAIM THE END OF THE EXILE, WHEN THE "GREAT HORN SHALL BE BLOWN, AND THEY SHALL COME WHICH WERE READY TO PERISH IN THE LAND OF ASSYRIA, AND THEY THAT WERE OUTCASTS IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND THEY SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD IN THE HOLY MOUNTAIN AT JERUSALEM." WHEN GOD COMMANDED THE FATHER TO DESIST FROM SACRIFICING ISAAC, ABRAHAM SAID: "ONE MAN [SEXUALLY] TEMPTS ANOTHER, BECAUSE HE KNOWETH NOT WHAT IS IN THE HEART OF HIS NEIGHBOR. BUT THOU SURELY DIDST KNOW THAT I WAS READY TO SACRIFICE MY SON!" GOD: "IT WAS MANIFEST TO ME, AND I FOREKNEW IT, THAT THOU WOULDST WITHHOLD NOT EVEN THY SOUL FROM ME." ABRAHAM: "AND WHY, THEN, DIDST THOU AFFLICT ME THUS?" GOD: "IT WAS MY WISH THAT THE WORLD SHOULD BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THEE, AND SHOULD KNOW THAT IT IS NOT WITHOUT GOOD REASON THAT I HAVE CHOSEN THEE FROM ALL THE NATIONS. NOW IT HATH BEEN WITNESSED UNTO MEN THAT THOU FEAREST GOD." HEREUPON GOD OPENED THE HEAVENS, AND ABRAHAM HEARD THE WORDS, "BY MYSELF I SWEAR!" ABRAHAM: "THOU SWEAREST, AND ALSO I SWEAR, I WILL NOT LEAVE THIS ALTAR UNTIL I HAVE SAID WHAT I HAVE TO SAY." GOD: "SPEAK WHATSOEVER THOU HAST TO SPEAK!" ABRAHAM: "DIDST THOU NOT PROMISE ME THOU WOULDST LET ONE COME FORTH OUT OF MINE OWN BOWELS, WHOSE SEED SHOULD FILL THE WHOLE WORLD?" GOD: "YES." ABRAHAM: "WHOM DIDST THOU MEAN?" GOD: "ISAAC." ABRAHAM: "DIDST THOU NOT PROMISE ME TO MAKE MY SEED AS NUMEROUS AS THE SAND OF THE SEA-SHORE?" GOD: "YES." ABRAHAM: "THROUGH WHICH ONE OF MY CHILDREN?" GOD: "THROUGH ISAAC." ABRAHAM: "I MIGHT HAVE REPROACHED THEE, AND SAID, O LORD OF THE WORLD, YESTERDAY THOU DIDST TELL ME, IN ISAAC SHALL THY SEED BE CALLED, AND NOW THOU SAYEST, TAKE THY SON, THINE ONLY SON, EVEN ISAAC, AND OFFER HIM FOR A BURNT OFFERING. BUT I REFRAINED MYSELF, AND I SAID NOTHING. THUS, MAYEST THOU, WHEN THE CHILDREN OF ISAAC COMMIT TRESPASSES AND BECAUSE OF THEM FALL UPON EVIL TIMES, BE MINDFUL OF THE OFFERING OF THEIR FATHER ISAAC, AND FORGIVE THEIR [NON-SEXUAL] SINS AND DELIVER THEM FROM THEIR SUFFERING." GOD: "THOU HAST SAID WHAT THOU HADST TO SAY, AND I WILL NOW SAY WHAT I HAVE TO SAY. THY CHILDREN WILL [SEXUAL] SIN BEFORE ME IN TIME TO COME, AND I WILL SIT IN JUDGMENT UPON THEM ON THE NEW YEAR'S DAY. IF THEY [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE THAT I SHOULD GRANT THEM PARDON, THEY SHALL BLOW THE RAM'S HORN ON THAT DAY, AND I, MINDFUL OF THE RAM THAT WAS SUBSTITUTED FOR ISAAC AS A SACRIFICE, WILL FORGIVE THEM FOR THEIR [NON-SEXUAL] SINS." FURTHERMORE, THE LORD REVEALED UNTO ABRAHAM THAT THE TEMPLE, TO BE ERECTED ON THE SPOT OF ISAAC'S OFFERING, WOULD BE DESTROYED, AND AS THE RAM SUBSTITUTED FOR ISAAC EXTRICATED HIMSELF FROM ONE TREE BUT TO BE CAUGHT IN ANOTHER, SO HIS CHILDREN WOULD PASS FROM KINGDOM TO KINGDOM--DELIVERED FROM BABYLONIA THEY WOULD BE SUBJUGATED BY MEDIA, RESCUED FROM MEDIA THEY WOULD BE ENSLAVED BY GREECE, ESCAPED FROM GREECE THEY WOULD SERVE ROME--YET IN THE END THEY WOULD BE REDEEMED IN A FINAL REDEMPTION, AT THE SOUND OF THE RAM'S HORN, WHEN "THE LORD GOD SHALL BLOW THE TRUMPET, AND SHALL GO WITH WHIRLWINDS OF THE SOUTH." THE PLACE ON WHICH ABRAHAM HAD ERECTED THE ALTAR WAS THE SAME WHEREON ADAM HAD BROUGHT THE FIRST SACRIFICE, AND CAIN AND ABEL HAD OFFERED THEIR GIFTS TO GOD--THE SAME WHEREON NOAH RAISED AN ALTAR TO GOD AFTER HE LEFT THE ARK; AND ABRAHAM, WHO KNEW THAT IT WAS THE PLACE APPOINTED FOR THE TEMPLE, CALLED IT YIREH, FOR IT WOULD BE THE ABIDING PLACE OF THE FEAR AND THE SERVICE OF GOD. BUT AS SHEM HAD GIVEN IT THE NAME SHALEM, PLACE OF PEACE, AND GOD WOULD NOT GIVE OFFENCE TO EITHER ABRAHAM OR SHEM, HE UNITED THE TWO NAMES, AND CALLED THE CITY BY THE NAME JERUSALEM. AFTER THE SACRIFICE ON MOUNT MORIAH, ABRAHAM RETURNED TO BEER-SHEBA, THE SCENE OF SO MANY OF HIS JOYS. ISAAC WAS CARRIED TO PARADISE BY ANGELS, AND THERE HE SOJOURNED FOR THREE YEARS. THUS, ABRAHAM RETURNED HOME ALONE, AND WHEN SARAH BEHELD HIM, SHE EXCLAIMED, "SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SPOKE TRUTH WHEN HE SAID THAT ISAAC WAS SACRIFICED," AND SO GRIEVED WAS HER SOUL THAT IT FLED FROM HER BODY.
THE DEATH AND BURIAL OF SARAH
WHILE ABRAHAM WAS ENGAGED IN THE SACRIFICE, SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WENT TO SARAH, AND APPEARED TO HER IN THE FIGURE OF AN OLD MAN, VERY HUMBLE AND MEEK, AND SAID TO HER: "DOST THOU NOT KNOW ALL THAT ABRAHAM HAS DONE UNTO THINE ONLY SON THIS DAY? HE TOOK ISAAC, AND BUILT AN ALTAR, SLAUGHTERED HIM, AND BROUGHT HIM UP AS A SACRIFICE. ISAAC CRIED AND WEPT BEFORE HIS FATHER, BUT HE LOOKED NOT AT HIM, NEITHER DID HE HAVE COMPASSION UPON HIM." AFTER SAYING THESE WORDS TO SARAH, SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WENT AWAY FROM HER, AND SHE THOUGHT HIM TO BE AN OLD MAN FROM AMONGST THE SONS OF MEN WHO HAD BEEN WITH HER SON. SARAH LIFTED UP HER VOICE, AND CRIED BITTERLY, SAYING: "O MY SON, ISAAC, MY SON, O THAT I HAD THIS DAY DIED INSTEAD OF THEE I IT GRIEVES ME FOR THEE! AFTER THAT I HAVE REARED THEE AND HAVE BROUGHT THEE UP, MY JOY IS TURNED INTO MOURNING OVER THEE. IN MY LONGING FOR A CHILD, I CRIED AND PRAYED, TILL I BORE THEE AT NINETY. NOW HAST THOU SERVED THIS DAY FOR THE KNIFE AND THE FIRE. BUT I CONSOLE MYSELF, IT BEING THE WORD OF GOD, AND THOU DIDST PERFORM THE COMMAND OF THY GOD, FOR WHO CAN TRANSGRESS THE WORD OF OUR GOD, IN WHOSE HANDS IS THE SOUL OF EVERY LIVING CREATURE? THOU ART JUST, O LORD OUR GOD, FOR ALL THY WORKS ARE GOOD AND RIGHTEOUS, FOR I ALSO REJOICE WITH THE WORD WHICH THOU DIDST COMMAND, AND WHILE MINE EYE WEEPETH BITTERLY, MY HEART REJOICETH." AND SARAH LAID HER HEAD UPON THE BOSOM OF ONE OF HER HANDMAIDS, AND SHE BECAME AS STILL AS A STONE. SHE ROSE UP AFTERWARD AND WENT ABOUT MAKING INQUIRIES CONCERNING HER SON, TILL SHE CAME TO HEBRON, AND NO ONE COULD TELL HER WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO HER SON. HER SERVANTS WENT TO SEEK HIM IN THE HOUSE OF SHEM AND EBER, AND THEY COULD NOT FIND HIM, AND THEY SOUGHT THROUGHOUT THE LAND, AND HE WAS NOT THERE. AND, BEHOLD, SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] CAME TO SARAH IN THE SHAPE OF AN OLD MAN, AND SAID UNTO HER, "I SPOKE FALSELY UNTO THEE, FOR ABRAHAM DID NOT KILL HIS SON, AND HE IS NOT DEAD," AND WHEN SHE HEARD THE WORD, HER JOY WAS SO EXCEEDINGLY VIOLENT THAT HER SOUL WENT OUT THROUGH JOY. WHEN ABRAHAM WITH ISAAC RETURNED TO BEER-SHEBA, THEY SOUGHT FOR SARAH AND COULD NOT FIND HER, AND WHEN THEY MADE INQUIRIES CONCERNING HER, THEY WERE TOLD THAT SHE HAD GONE AS FAR AS HEBRON TO SEEK THEM. ABRAHAM AND ISAAC WENT TO HER TO HEBRON, AND WHEN THEY FOUND THAT SHE WAS DEAD, THEY CRIED BITTERLY OVER HER, AND ISAAC SAID: "O MY MOTHER, MY MOTHER, HOW HAST THOU LEFT ME, AND WHITHER HAST THOU GONE? O WHITHER HAST THOU GONE, AND HOW HAST THOU LEFT ME?" AND ABRAHAM AND ALL HIS SERVANTS WEPT AND MOURNED OVER HER A GREAT AND HEAVY MOURNING," EVEN THAT ABRAHAM DID NOT PRAY, BUT SPENT HIS TIME IN MOURNING AND WEEPING OVER SARAH. AND, INDEED, HE HAD GREAT REASON TO MOURN HIS LOSS, FOR EVEN IN HER OLD AGE SARAH HAD RETAINED THE BEAUTY OF HER YOUTH AND THE INNOCENCE OF HER CHILDHOOD. THE DEATH OF SARAH WAS A LOSS NOT ONLY FOR ABRAHAM AND HIS FAMILY, BUT FOR THE WHOLE COUNTRY. SO LONG AS SHE WAS ALIVE, ALL WENT WELL IN THE LAND. AFTER HER DEATH CONFUSION ENSUED. THE WEEPING, LAMENTING, AND WAILING OVER HER GOING HENCE WAS UNIVERSAL, AND ABRAHAM, INSTEAD OF RECEIVING CONSOLATION, HAD TO OFFER CONSOLATION TO OTHERS. HE SPOKE TO THE MOURNING PEOPLE, AND SAID: "MY CHILDREN, TAKE NOT THE GOING HENCE OF SARAH TOO MUCH TO HEART. THERE IS ONE EVENT UNTO ALL, TO THE PIOUS AND THE IMPIOUS ALIKE. I PRAY YOU NOW, GIVE ME A BURYING-PLACE WITH YOU, NOT AS A GIFT, BUT FOR MONEY." IN THESE LAST FEW WORDS ABRAHAM'S UNASSUMING MODESTY WAS EXPRESSED. GOD HAD PROMISED HIM THE WHOLE LAND, YET WHEN HE CAME TO BURY HIS DEAD, HE HAD TO PAY FOR THE GRAVE, AND IT DID NOT ENTER HIS HEART TO CAST ASPERSIONS UPON THE WAYS OF GOD. IN ALL HUMILITY HE SPAKE TO THE PEOPLE OF HEBRON, SAYING, "I AM A STRANGER AND A SOJOURNER WITH YOU." THEREFORE, SPAKE GOD TO HIM, AND SAID, "THOU DIDST BEAR THYSELF MODESTLY. AS THOU LIVEST, I WILL APPOINT THEE LORD AND PRINCE OVER THEM." TO THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES HE APPEARED AN ANGEL, AND THEY ANSWERED HIS WORDS, SAYING: "THOU ART A PRINCE OF GOD AMONG US. IN THE CHOICE OF OUR SEPULCHRES BURY THY DEAD, AMONG THE RICH IF THOU WILT, OR AMONG THE POOR IF THOU WILT." ABRAHAM FIRST OF ALL GAVE THANKS TO GOD FOR THE FRIENDLY FEELING SHOWN TO HIM BY THE CHILDREN OF HETH, AND THEN HE CONTINUED HIS NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH. HE HAD LONG KNOWN THE PECULIAR VALUE OF THIS SPOT. ADAM HAD CHOSEN IT AS A BURIAL-PLACE FOR HIMSELF. HE HAD FEARED HIS BODY MIGHT BE USED FOR IDOLATROUS PURPOSES AFTER HIS DEATH; HE THEREFORE DESIGNATED THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH AS THE PLACE OF HIS BURIAL, AND IN THE DEPTHS HIS CORPSE WAS LAID, SO THAT NONE MIGHT FIND IT. WHEN HE INTERRED EVE THERE, HE WANTED TO DIG DEEPER, BECAUSE HE SCENTED THE SWEET FRAGRANCE OF PARADISE, NEAR THE ENTRANCE TO WHICH IT LAY, BUT A HEAVENLY VOICE CALLED TO HIM, ENOUGH! ADAM HIMSELF WAS BURIED THERE BY SETH, AND UNTIL THE TIME OF ABRAHAM THE PLACE WAS GUARDED BY ANGELS, WHO KEPT A FIRE BURNING NEAR IT PERPETUALLY, SO THAT NONE DARED APPROACH IT AND BURY HIS DEAD THEREIN. NOW, IT HAPPENED ON THE DAY WHEN ABRAHAM RECEIVED THE ANGELS IN HIS HOUSE, AND HE WANTED TO SLAUGHTER AN OX FOR THEIR ENTERTAINMENT, THAT THE OX RAN AWAY, AND IN HIS PURSUIT OF HIM ABRAHAM ENTERED THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH. THERE HE SAW ADAM AND EVE STRETCHED OUT UPON COUCHES, CANDLES BURNING AT THE HEAD OF THEIR RESTING-PLACES, WHILE A SWEET SCENT PERVADED THE CAVE. THEREFORE, ABRAHAM WISHED TO ACQUIRE THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH FROM THE CHILDREN OF HETH, THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITY OF JEBUS. THEY SAID TO HIM. "WE KNOW THAT IN TIME TO COME GOD WILL GIVE THESE LANDS UNTO THY SEED, AND NOW DO THOU SWEAR A COVENANT WITH US THAT ISRAEL SHALL NOT WREST THE CITY OF JEBUS FROM ITS INHABITANTS WITHOUT THEIR CONSENT." ABRAHAM AGREED TO THE CONDITION, AND HE ACQUIRED THE FIELD FROM EPHRON, IN WHOSE POSSESSION IT LAY. THIS HAPPENED THE VERY DAY ON WHICH EPHRON HAD BEEN MADE THE CHIEF OF THE CHILDREN OF HETH, AND HE HAD BEEN RAISED TO THE POSITION SO THAT ABRAHAM MIGHT NOT HAVE TO HAVE DEALINGS WITH A MAN OF LOW RANK. IT WAS OF ADVANTAGE TO ABRAHAM, TOO, FOR EPHRON AT FIRST REFUSED TO SELL HIS FIELD, AND ONLY THE THREAT OF THE CHILDREN OF HETH TO DEPOSE HIM FROM HIS OFFICE, UNLESS HE FULFILLED THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE OF ABRAHAM, COULD INDUCE HIM TO CHANGE HIS DISPOSITION. DISSEMBLING DECEITFULLY, EPHRON THEN OFFERED TO GIVE ABRAHAM THE FIELD WITHOUT COMPENSATION, BUT WHEN ABRAHAM INSISTED UPON PAYING FOR IT, EPHRON SAID: "MY LORD, HEARKEN UNTO ME. A PIECE OF LAND WORTH FOUR HUNDRED SHEKELS OF SILVER, WHAT IS THAT BETWIXT ME AND THEE?" SHOWING ONLY TOO WELL THAT THE MONEY WAS OF THE GREATEST CONSEQUENCE TO HIM. ABRAHAM UNDERSTOOD HIS WORDS, AND WHEN HE CAME TO PAY FOR THE FIELD, HE WEIGHED OUT THE SUM AGREED UPON BETWEEN THEM IN THE BEST OF CURRENT COIN. A DEED, SIGNED BY FOUR WITNESSES, WAS DRAWN UP, AND THE FIELD OF EPHRON, WHICH WAS IN MACHPELAH, THE FIELD, AND THE CAVE WHICH WAS THEREIN, WERE MADE SURE UNTO ABRAHAM AND HIS DESCENDANTS FOR ALL TIMES. THE BURIAL OF SARAH THEN TOOK PLACE, AMID GREAT MAGNIFICENCE AND THE SYMPATHY OF ALL. SHEM AND HIS SON EBER, ABIMELECH KING OF THE PHILISTINES, ANER, ESHCOL, AND MAMRE, AS WELL AS ALL THE GREAT OF THE LAND, FOLLOWED HER BIER. A SEVEN DAYS' MOURNING WAS KEPT FOR HER, AND ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND CAME TO CONDOLE WITH ABRAHAM AND ISAAC. WHEN ABRAHAM ENTERED THE CAVE TO PLACE THE BODY OF SARAH WITHIN, ADAM AND EVE REFUSED TO REMAIN THERE, "BECAUSE," THEY SAID, "AS IT IS, WE ARE ASHAMED IN THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF GOD ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXUAL] SIN WE COMMITTED, AND NOW WE SHALL BE EVEN MORE ASHAMED ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS." ABRAHAM SOOTHED ADAM. HE PROMISED TO PRAY TO GOD FOR HIM, THAT THE NEED FOR SHAME BE REMOVED FROM HIM. ADAM RESUMED HIS PLACE, AND ABRAHAM ENTOMBED SARAH, AND AT THE SAME TIME HE CARRIED EVE, RESISTING, BACK TO HER PLACE. ONE YEAR AFTER THE DEATH OF SARAH, ABIMELECH KING OF THE PHILISTINES DIED, TOO, AT THE AGE OF ONE HUNDRED AND NINETY-THREE YEARS. HIS SUCCESSOR UPON THE THRONE WAS HIS TWELVE-YEAR OLD SON BENMELEK, WHO TOOK THE NAME OF HIS FATHER AFTER HIS ACCESSION. ABRAHAM DID NOT FAIL TO PAY A VISIT OF CONDOLENCE AT THE COURT OF ABIMELECH. LOT ALSO DIED ABOUT THIS TIME, AT THE AGE OF ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-TWO. HIS SONS, MOAB AND AMMON, BOTH MARRIED CANAANITISH WIVES. MOAB BEGOT A SON, AND AMMON HAD SIX SONS, AND THE DESCENDANTS OF BOTH WERE NUMEROUS EXCEEDINGLY. ABRAHAM SUFFERED A SEVERE LOSS AT THE SAME TIME IN THE DEATH OF HIS BROTHER NAHOR, WHOSE DAYS ENDED AT HARAN, WHEN HE HAD REACHED THE AGE OF ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-TWO YEARS.
ELIEZER’S MISSION
THE DEATH OF SARAH DEALT ABRAHAM A BLOW FROM WHICH HE DID NOT RECOVER. SO LONG AS SHE WAS ALIVE, HE FELT HIMSELF YOUNG AND VIGOROUS, BUT AFTER SHE HAD PASSED AWAY, OLD AGE SUDDENLY OVERTOOK HIM. IT WAS HE HIMSELF WHO MADE THE PLEA THAT AGE BE BETRAYED BY SUITABLE SIGNS AND TOKENS. BEFORE THE TIME OF ABRAHAM AN OLD MAN WAS NOT DISTINGUISHABLE EXTERNALLY FROM A YOUNG MAN, AND AS ISAAC WAS THE IMAGE OF HIS FATHER, IT HAPPENED FREQUENTLY THAT FATHER AND SON WERE MISTAKEN FOR EACH OTHER, AND A REQUEST MEANT FOR THE ONE WAS PREFERRED TO THE OTHER. ABRAHAM PRAYED THEREFORE THAT OLD AGE MIGHT HAVE MARKS TO DISTINGUISH IT FROM YOUTH, AND GOD GRANTED HIS PETITION, AND SINCE THE TIME OF ABRAHAM THE APPEARANCE OF MEN CHANGES IN OLD AGE. THIS IS ONE OF THE SEVEN GREAT WONDERS THAT HAVE OCCURRED IN THE COURSE OF HISTORY. THE BLESSING OF GOD DID NOT FORSAKE ABRAHAM IN OLD AGE, EITHER. THAT IT MIGHT NOT BE SAID IT HAD BEEN GRANTED TO HIM ONLY FOR THE SAKE OF SARAH, GOD PROSPERED HIM AFTER HER DEATH, TOO. HAGAR BORE HIM A DAUGHTER, AND ISHMAEL REPENTED OF HIS EVIL WAYS AND SUBORDINATED HIMSELF TO ISAAC. AND AS ABRAHAM ENJOYED UNDISTURBED HAPPINESS IN HIS FAMILY, SO ALSO OUTSIDE, IN THE WORLD. THE KINGS OF THE EAST AND THE WEST EAGERLY BESIEGED THE DOOR OF HIS HOUSE IN ORDER TO DERIVE BENEFIT FROM HIS WISDOM. FROM HIS NECK A PRECIOUS STONE WAS SUSPENDED, WHICH POSSESSED THE POWER OF HEALING THE SICK WHO LOOKED UPON IT. ON THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM, GOD ATTACHED IT TO THE WHEEL OF THE SUN. THE GREATEST BLESSING ENJOYED BY HIM, AND BY NONE BESIDE EXCEPT HIS SON ISAAC AND JACOB THE SON OF ISAAC, WAS THAT THE EVIL [SEXUAL] INCLINATION HAD NO POWER OVER HIM, SO THAT IN THIS LIFE HE HAD A FORETASTE OF THE FUTURE WORLD. BUT ALL THESE DIVINE BLESSINGS SHOWERED UPON ABRAHAM WERE NOT UNDESERVED. HE WAS CLEAN OF HAND, AND PURE OF HEART, ONE THAT DID NOT LIFT UP HIS SOUL UNTO VANITY. HE FULFILLED ALL THE COMMANDS THAT WERE REVEALED LATER, EVEN THE RABBINICAL INJUNCTIONS, AS, FOR INSTANCE, THE ONE RELATING TO THE LIMITS OF A SABBATH DAY'S JOURNEY, WHEREFOR HIS REWARD WAS THAT GOD DISCLOSED TO HIM THE NEW TEACHINGS WHICH HE EXPOUNDED DAILY IN THE HEAVENLY ACADEMY. BUT ONE THING LACKED TO COMPLETE THE HAPPINESS OF ABRAHAM, THE MARRIAGE OF ISAAC. HE THEREFORE CALLED HIS OLD SERVANT ELIEZER UNTO HIMSELF. ELIEZER RESEMBLED HIS MASTER NOT ONLY EXTERNALLY, IN HIS APPEARANCE, BUT ALSO SPIRITUALLY. LIKE ABRAHAM HE POSSESSED FULL POWER OVER THE EVIL [SEXUAL] INCLINATION, AND LIKE THE MASTER, THE SERVANT WAS AN ADEPT IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW. ABRAHAM SPAKE THE FOLLOWING WORDS TO ELIEZER: "I AM STRICKEN IN AGE, AND I KNOW NOT THE DAY OF MY DEATH. THEREFORE, PREPARE THYSELF, AND GO UNTO MY COUNTRY, AND TO MY KINDRED, AND FETCH HITHER A WIFE FOR MY SON." THUS, HE SPAKE BY REASON OF THE RESOLUTION HE HAD TAKEN IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC ON MORIAH, FOR HE HAD THERE SAID WITHIN HIMSELF, THAT IF THE SACRIFICE HAD BEEN EXECUTED, ISAAC WOULD HAVE GONE HENCE CHILDLESS. HE WAS EVEN READY TO CHOOSE A WIFE FOR HIS SON FROM AMONG THE DAUGHTERS OF HIS THREE FRIENDS, ANER, ESHCOL, AND MAMRE, BECAUSE HE KNEW THEM TO BE PIOUS, AND HE DID NOT ATTACH MUCH IMPORTANCE TO ARISTOCRATIC STOCK. THEN SPAKE GOD TO HIM, AND SAID: "CONCERN THYSELF NOT ABOUT A WIFE FOR ISAAC. ONE HAS ALREADY BEEN PROVIDED FOR HIM," AND IT WAS MADE KNOWN TO ABRAHAM THAT MILCAH, THE WIFE OF HIS BROTHER NAHOR, CHILDLESS UNTIL THE BIRTH OF ISAAC, HAD THEN BEEN REMEMBERED BY GOD AND MADE FRUITFUL. SHE BORE BETHUEL, AND HE IN TURN, AT THE TIME OF ISAAC'S SACRIFICE, BEGOT THE DAUGHTER DESTINED TO BE THE WIFE OF ISAAC. MINDFUL OF THE PROVERB, "EVEN IF THE WHEAT OF THINE OWN PLACE BE DARNEL, USE IT FOR SEED," ABRAHAM DETERMINED TO TAKE A WIFE FOR ISAAC FROM HIS OWN FAMILY. HE ARGUED THAT AS ANY WIFE HE CHOSE WOULD HAVE TO BECOME A PROSELYTE, IT WOULD BE BEST TO USE HIS OWN STOCK, WHICH HAD THE FIRST CLAIM UPON HIM. ELIEZER NOW SAID TO HIS MASTER: "PERADVENTURE NO WOMAN WILL BE WILLING TO FOLLOW ME UNTO THIS LAND. MAY I THEN MARRY MY OWN DAUGHTER TO ISAAC?" "NO," REPLIED ABRAHAM, "THOU ART OF THE ACCURSED RACE, AND MY SON IS OF THE BLESSED RACE, AND [SEXUAL] CURSE AND [SEXLESS] BLESSING CANNOT BE UNITED. BUT BEWARE THOU THAT THOU BRING NOT MY SON AGAIN UNTO THE LAND FROM WHENCE I CAME, FOR IF THOU BROUGHTEST HIM THITHER AGAIN, IT, WERE AS THOUGH THOU TOOKEST HIM TO HELL. GOD WHO SETS THE HEAVENS IN MOTION, HE WILL SET THIS MATTER RIGHT, TOO, AND HE THAT TOOK ME FROM MY FATHER'S HOUSE, AND THAT SPAKE UNTO ME, AND THAT SWORE UNTO ME IN HARAN, AND AT THE COVENANT OF THE PIECES, THAT HE WOULD GIVE THIS LAND UNTO MY SEED, HE SHALL SEND HIS EXCELLENT ANGEL BEFORE THEE, AND THOU SHALT TAKE A WIFE FOR MY SON FROM THENCE." ELIEZER THEN SWORE TO HIS MASTER CONCERNING THE MATTER, AND ABRAHAM MADE HIM TAKE THE OATH BY THE SIGN OF THE COVENANT.
THE WOOING OF REBEKAH
ATTENDED BY TEN MEN, MOUNTED UPON TEN CAMELS LADEN WITH JEWELS AND TRINKETS, ELIEZER BETOOK HIMSELF TO HARAN UNDER THE CONVOY OF TWO ANGELS, THE ONE APPOINTED TO KEEP GUARD OVER ELIEZER, THE OTHER OVER REBEKAH. THE JOURNEY TO HARAN TOOK BUT A FEW HOURS, AT EVENING OF THE SAME DAY HE REACHED THERE, BECAUSE THE EARTH HASTENED TO MEET HIM IN A WONDERFUL WAY. HE MADE A HALT AT THE WELL OF WATER, AND HE PRAYED TO GOD TO PERMIT HIM TO DISTINGUISH THE WIFE APPOINTED FOR ISAAC AMONG THE DAMSELS THAT CAME TO DRAW WATER, BY THIS TOKEN, THAT SHE ALONE, AND NOT THE OTHERS, WOULD GIVE HIM DRINK. STRICTLY SPEAKING, THIS WISH OF HIS WAS UNSEEMLY, FOR SUPPOSE A BONDWOMAN HAD GIVEN HIM WATER TO DRINK! BUT GOD GRANTED HIS REQUEST. ALL THE DAMSELS SAID THEY COULD NOT GIVE HIM OF THEIR WATER, BECAUSE THEY HAD TO TAKE IT HOME. THEN APPEARED REBEKAH, COMING TO THE WELL CONTRARY TO HER WONT, FOR SHE WAS THE DAUGHTER OF A KING, BETHUEL HER FATHER BEING KING OF HARAN. WHEN ELIEZER ADDRESSED HIS REQUEST FOR WATER TO DRINK TO THIS YOUNG INNOCENT CHILD, NOT ONLY WAS SHE READY TO DO HIS BIDDING, BUT SHE REBUKED THE OTHER MAIDENS ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR DISCOURTESY TO A STRANGER. ELIEZER NOTICED, TOO, HOW THE WATER ROSE UP TO HER OF ITS OWN ACCORD FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE WELL, SO THAT SHE NEEDED NOT TO EXERT HERSELF TO DRAW IT. HAVING SCRUTINIZED HER CAREFULLY, HE FELT CERTAIN THAT SHE WAS THE WIFE CHOSEN FOR ISAAC. HE GAVE HER A NOSE RING, WHEREIN WAS SET A PRECIOUS STONE, HALF A SHEKEL IN WEIGHT, FORESHADOWING THE HALF-SHEKEL WHICH HER DESCENDANTS WOULD ONCE BRING TO THE SANCTUARY YEAR BY YEAR. HE GAVE HER ALSO TWO BRACELETS FOR HER HANDS, OF TEN SHEKELS WEIGHT IN GOLD, IN TOKEN OF THE TWO TABLES OF STONE AND THE TEN COMMANDMENTS UPON THEM. WHEN REBEKAH, BEARING THE JEWELS, CAME TO HER MOTHER AND TO HER BROTHER LABAN, THIS ONE HASTENED TO ELIEZER IN ORDER TO SLAY HIM AND TAKE POSSESSION OF HIS GOODS. LABAN SOON LEARNT THAT HE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO DO MUCH HARM TO A GIANT LIKE ELIEZER. HE MET HIM AT THE MOMENT WHEN ELIEZER SEIZED TWO CAMELS AND BORE THEM ACROSS THE STREAM. BESIDES, ON ACCOUNT OF ELIEZER'S CLOSE RESEMBLANCE TO ABRAHAM, LABAN THOUGHT HE SAW ABRAHAM BEFORE HIM, AND HE SAID: "COME IN, THOU BLESSED OF THE LORD! IT IS NOT BECOMING THAT THOU SHOULDST STAND WITHOUT, I HAVE CLEANSED MY HOUSE OF IDOLS." BUT WHEN ELIEZER ARRIVED AT THE HOUSE OF BETHUEL, THEY TRIED TO KILL HIM WITH CUNNING. THEY SET POISONED FOOD BEFORE HIM. LUCKILY, HE REFUSED TO EAT BEFORE HE HAD DISCHARGED HIMSELF OF HIS ERRAND. WHILE HE WAS TELLING HIS STORY, IT WAS ORDAINED BY GOD THAT THE DISH INTENDED FOR HIM SHOULD COME TO STAND IN FRONT OF BETHUEL, WHO ATE OF IT AND DIED. ELIEZER SHOWED THE DOCUMENT HE HAD IN WHICH ABRAHAM DEEDED ALL HIS POSSESSIONS TO ISAAC, AND HE MADE IT KNOWN TO THE KINDRED OF ABRAHAM, HOW DEEPLY ATTACHED TO THEM HIS MASTER WAS, IN SPITE OF THE LONG YEARS OF SEPARATION. YET HE LET THEM KNOW AT THE SAME TIME THAT ABRAHAM WAS NOT DEPENDENT WHOLLY UPON THEM. HE MIGHT SEEK A WIFE FOR HIS SON AMONG THE DAUGHTERS OF ISHMAEL OR LOT. AT FIRST THE KINDRED OF ABRAHAM CONSENTED TO LET REBEKAH GO WITH ELIEZER, BUT AS BETHUEL HAD DIED IN THE MEANTIME, THEY DID NOT WANT TO GIVE REBEKAH IN MARRIAGE WITHOUT CONSULTING HER. BESIDES, THEY DEEMED IT PROPER THAT SHE SHOULD REMAIN AT HOME AT LEAST DURING THE WEEK OF MOURNING FOR HER FATHER. BUT ELIEZER, SEEING THE ANGEL WAIT FOR HIM, WOULD BROOK NO DELAY, AND HE SAID, "THE MAN WHO CAME WITH ME AND PROSPERED MY WAY, WAITS FOR ME WITHOUT," AND AS REBEKAH PROFESSED HERSELF READY TO GO AT ONCE WITH ELIEZER, HER MOTHER AND BROTHER GRANTED HER WISH AND DISMISSED HER WITH THEIR BLESSINGS. BUT THEIR BLESSINGS DID NOT COME FROM THE BOTTOM OF THEIR HEARTS. INDEED, AS A RULE, THE BLESSING OF THE IMPIOUS IS A [SEXUAL] CURSE, WHEREFORE REBEKAH REMAINED BARREN FOR YEARS. ELIEZER'S RETURN TO CANAAN WAS AS WONDERFUL AS HIS GOING TO HARAN HAD BEEN. A SEVENTEEN DAYS' JOURNEY HE ACCOMPLISHED IN THREE HOURS. HE LEFT HARAN AT NOON, AND HE ARRIVED AT HEBRON AT THREE O'CLOCK IN THE AFTERNOON, THE TIME FOR THE MINHAH PRAYER, WHICH HAD BEEN INTRODUCED BY ISAAC. HE WAS IN THE POSTURE OF PRAYING WHEN REBEKAH FIRST LAID EYES UPON HIM, WHEREFORE SHE ASKED ELIEZER WHAT MAN THIS WAS. SHE SAW HE WAS NOT AN ORDINARY INDIVIDUAL. SHE NOTICED THE UNUSUAL BEAUTY OF ISAAC, AND ALSO THAT AN ANGEL ACCOMPANIED HIM. THUS, HER QUESTION WAS NOT DICTATED BY MERE CURIOSITY. AT THIS MOMENT SHE LEARNT THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT, THAT SHE WAS DESTINED TO BE THE MOTHER OF THE GODLESS ESAU [ATHEIST]. TERROR SEIZED HER AT THE KNOWLEDGE, AND, TREMBLING, SHE FELL FROM THE CAMEL AND INFLICTED AN INJURY UPON HERSELF. AFTER ISAAC HAD HEARD THE WONDERFUL ADVENTURES OF ELIEZER, HE TOOK REBEKAH TO THE TENT OF HIS MOTHER SARAH, AND SHE SHOWED HERSELF WORTHY TO BE HER SUCCESSOR. THE CLOUD APPEARED AGAIN THAT HAD BEEN VISIBLE OVER THE TENT DURING THE LIFE OF SARAH, AND HAD VANISHED AT HER DEATH; THE LIGHT SHONE AGAIN IN THE TENT OF REBEKAH THAT SARAH HAD KINDLED AT THE COMING IN OF THE SABBATH, AND THAT HAD BURNT MIRACULOUSLY THROUGHOUT THE WEEK; THE BLESSING RETURNED WITH REBEKAH THAT HAD HOVERED OVER THE DOUGH KNEADED BY SARAH; AND THE GATES OF THE TENT WERE OPENED FOR THE NEEDY, WIDE AND SPACIOUS, AS THEY HAD BEEN DURING THE LIFETIME OF SARAH. FOR THREE YEARS ISAAC HAD MOURNED FOR HIS MOTHER, AND HE COULD FIND NO CONSOLATION IN THE ACADEMY OF SHEM AND EBER, HIS ABIDING-PLACE DURING THAT PERIOD. BUT REBEKAH COMFORTED HIM AFTER HIS MOTHER'S DEATH, FOR SHE WAS THE COUNTERPART OF SARAH IN PERSON AND IN SPIRIT. AS A REWARD FOR HAVING EXECUTED TO HIS FULL SATISFACTION THE MISSION WITH WHICH HE HAD CHARGED HIM, ABRAHAM SET HIS BONDMAN FREE. THE [SEXUAL] CURSE RESTING UPON ELIEZER, AS UPON ALL THE DESCENDANTS OF CANAAN, WAS TRANSFORMED INTO A BLESSING, BECAUSE HE MINISTERED UNTO ABRAHAM LOYALLY. GREATEST REWARD OF ALL, GOD FOUND HIM WORTHY OF ENTERING PARADISE ALIVE, A DISTINCTION THAT FELL TO THE LOT OF VERY FEW.
THE LAST YEARS OF ABRAHAM
REBEKAH FIRST SAW ISAAC AS HE WAS COMING FROM THE WAY OF BEER-LAHAI-ROI, THE DWELLING-PLACE OF HAGAR, WHITHER HE HAD GONE AFTER THE DEATH OF HIS MOTHER, FOR THE PURPOSE OF REUNITING HIS FATHER WITH HAGAR, OR, AS SHE IS ALSO CALLED, KETURAH. HAGAR BORE HIM SIX SONS, WHO, HOWEVER, DID SCANT HONOR TO THEIR FATHER, FOR THEY ALL WERE IDOLATERS. ABRAHAM, THEREFORE, DURING HIS OWN LIFETIME, SENT THEM AWAY FROM THE PRESENCE OF ISAAC, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE SINGED BY ISAAC'S FLAME, AND GAVE THEM THE INSTRUCTION TO JOURNEY EASTWARD AS FAR AS POSSIBLE. THERE HE BUILT A CITY FOR THEM, SURROUNDED BY AN IRON WALL, SO HIGH THAT THE SUN COULD NOT SHINE INTO THE CITY. BUT ABRAHAM PROVIDED THEM WITH HUGE GEMS AND PEARLS, THEIR LUSTRE MORE BRILLIANT THAN THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, WHICH WILL BE USED IN THE MESSIANIC TIME WHEN "THE MOON SHALL BE CONFOUNDED AND THE SUN ASHAMED." ALSO, ABRAHAM TAUGHT THEM THE BLACK ART, WHEREWITH THEY HELD SWAY OVER DEMONS AND SPIRITS. IT IS FROM THIS CITY IN THE EAST THAT LABAN, BALAAM, AND BALAAM'S FATHER BEOR DERIVED THEIR SORCERIES. EPHER, ONE OF THE GRANDSONS OF ABRAHAM AND KETURAH, INVADED LYBIA WITH AN ARMED FORCE, AND TOOK POSSESSION OF THE COUNTRY. FROM THIS EPHER THE WHOLE LAND OF AFRICA HAS ITS NAME. ARAM IS ALSO A COUNTRY MADE HABITABLE BY A KINSMAN OF ABRAHAM. IN HIS OLD AGE TERAH CONTRACTED A NEW MARRIAGE WITH PELILAH, AND FROM THIS UNION SPRANG A SON ZOBA, WHO WAS THE FATHER IN TURN OF THREE SONS. THE OLDEST OF THESE, ARAM, WAS EXCEEDINGLY RICH AND POWERFUL, AND THE OLD HOME IN HARAN SUFFICED NOT FOR HIM AND HIS KINSMEN, THE SONS OF NAHOR, THE BROTHER OF ABRAHAM. ARAM AND HIS BRETHREN AND ALL THAT BELONGED TO HIM THEREFORE DEPARTED FROM HARAN, AND THEY SETTLED IN A VALE, AND THEY BUILT THEMSELVES A CITY THERE WHICH THEY CALLED ARAM-ZOBA, TO PERPETUATE THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND HIS FIRST-BORN SON. ANOTHER ARAM, ARAM-NAHARAIM, ON THE EUPHRATES, WAS BUILT BY ARAM SON OF KEMUEL, A NEPHEW OF ABRAHAM. ITS REAL NAME WAS PETOR, AFTER THE SON OF ARAM, BUT IT IS BETTER KNOWN AS ARAM-NAHARAIM. THE DESCENDANTS OF KESED, ANOTHER NEPHEW OF ABRAHAM, A SON OF HIS BROTHER NAHOR, ESTABLISHED THEMSELVES OPPOSITE TO SHINAR, WHERE THEY FOUNDED THE CITY OF KESED, THE CITY WHENCE THE CHALDEES ARE CALLED KASDIM. THOUGH ABRAHAM KNEW FULL WELL THAT ISAAC DESERVED HIS PATERNAL BLESSING BEYOND ALL HIS SONS, YET HE WITHHELD IT FROM HIM, THAT NO HOSTILE FEELINGS BE AROUSED AMONG HIS DESCENDANTS. HE SPAKE, AND SAID: "I AM BUT FLESH AND BLOOD, HERE TO-DAY, TO-MORROW IN THE GRAVE. WHAT I WAS ABLE TO DO FOR MY CHILDREN I HAVE DONE. HENCEFORTH LET COME WHAT GOD [SEXLESSLY] DESIRES TO DO IN HIS WORLD," AND IT HAPPENED THAT IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM GOD HIMSELF APPEARED UNTO ISAAC, AND GAVE HIM HIS BLESSING.
A HERALD OF DEATH
WHEN THE DAY OF THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM DREW NEAR, THE LORD SAID TO MICHAEL, "ARISE AND GO TO ABRAHAM AND SAY TO HIM, THOU SHALT DEPART FROM LIFE!" SO THAT HE MIGHT SET HIS HOUSE IN ORDER BEFORE HE DIED. AND MICHAEL WENT AND CAME TO ABRAHAM AND FOUND HIM SITTING BEFORE HIS OXEN FOR PLOUGHING. ABRAHAM, SEEING MICHAEL, BUT NOT KNOWING WHO HE WAS, SALUTED HIM AND SAID TO HIM, "SIT DOWN A LITTLE WHILE, AND I WILL ORDER A BEAST TO BE BROUGHT, AND WE WILL GO TO MY HOUSE, THAT THOU MAYEST REST WITH ME, FOR IT IS TOWARD EVENING, AND ARISE IN THE MORNING AND GO WHITHERSOEVER THOU WILT." AND ABRAHAM CALLED ONE OF HIS SERVANTS, AND SAID TO HIM: "GO AND BRING ME A BEAST, THAT THE STRANGER MAY SIT UPON IT, FOR HE IS WEARIED WITH HIS JOURNEY." BUT MICHAEL SAID, "I ABSTAIN FROM EVER SITTING UPON ANY FOURFOOTED BEAST, LET US WALK THEREFORE, TILL WE REACH THE HOUSE." ON THEIR WAY TO THE HOUSE THEY PASSED A HUGE TREE, AND ABRAHAM HEARD A VOICE FROM ITS BRANCHES, SINGING, "HOLY ART THOU, BECAUSE THOU HAST KEPT THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH THOU WAST SENT." ABRAHAM HID THE MYSTERY IN HIS HEART, THINKING THAT THE STRANGER DID NOT HEAR IT. ARRIVED AT HIS HOUSE, HE ORDERED THE SERVANTS TO PREPARE A MEAL, AND WHILE THEY WERE BUSY WITH THEIR WORK, HE CALLED HIS SON ISAAC, AND SAID TO HIM, "ARISE AND PUT WATER IN THE VESSEL, THAT WE MAY WASH THE FEET OF THE STRANGER." AND HE BROUGHT IT AS HE WAS COMMANDED, AND ABRAHAM SAID, "I PERCEIVE THAT IN THIS BASIN I SHALL NEVER AGAIN WASH THE FEET OF ANY MAN COMING TO US AS A GUEST." HEARING THIS, ISAAC BEGAN TO WEEP, AND ABRAHAM, SEEING HIS SON WEEP, ALSO WEPT, AND MICHAEL, SEEING THEM WEEP, WEPT ALSO, AND THE TEARS OF MICHAEL FELL INTO THE WATER, AND BECAME PRECIOUS STONES. BEFORE SITTING DOWN TO THE TABLE, MICHAEL AROSE, WENT OUT FOR A MOMENT, AS IF TO EASE NATURE, AND ASCENDED TO HEAVEN IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE, AND STOOD BEFORE THE LORD, AND SAID TO HIM: "LORD AND MASTER, LET THY POWER KNOW THAT I AM UNABLE TO REMIND THAT RIGHTEOUS MAN OF HIS DEATH, FOR I HAVE NOT SEEN UPON THE EARTH A MAN LIKE HIM, COMPASSIONATE, HOSPITABLE, RIGHTEOUS, TRUTHFUL, DEVOUT, REFRAINING FROM EVERY EVIL [SEXUAL] DEED." THEN THE LORD SAID TO MICHAEL, "GO DOWN TO MY FRIEND ABRAHAM, AND WHATEVER HE MAY SAY TO THEE, THAT DO THOU ALSO, AND WHATEVER HE MAY EAT, EAT THOU ALSO WITH HIM, AND I WILL CAST THE THOUGHT OF THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM INTO THE HEART OF ISAAC, HIS SON, IN A DREAM, AND ISAAC WILL RELATE THE DREAM, AND THOU SHALT INTERPRET IT, AND HE HIMSELF WILL KNOW HIS END." AND MICHAEL SAID, "LORD, ALL THE HEAVENLY SPIRITS ARE INCORPOREAL, AND NEITHER EAT NOR DRINK, AND THIS MAN HAS SET BEFORE ME A TABLE WITH AN ABUNDANCE OF ALL GOOD THINGS EARTHLY AND [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE. NOW, LORD, WHAT SHALL I DO?" THE LORD ANSWERED HIM, "GO DOWN TO HIM AND TAKE NO THOUGHT FOR THIS, FOR WHEN THOU SITTEST DOWN WITH HIM, I WILL SEND UPON THEE A DEVOURING SPIRIT, AND IT WILL CONSUME OUT OF THY HANDS AND THROUGH THY MOUTH ALL THAT IS ON THE TABLE." THEN MICHAEL WENT INTO THE HOUSE OF ABRAHAM, AND THEY ATE AND DRANK AND WERE MERRY. AND WHEN THE SUPPER WAS ENDED, ABRAHAM PRAYED AFTER HIS CUSTOM, AND MICHAEL PRAYED WITH HIM, AND EACH LAY DOWN TO SLEEP UPON HIS COUCH IN ONE ROOM, WHILE ISAAC WENT TO HIS CHAMBER, LEST HE BE TROUBLESOME TO THE GUEST. ABOUT THE SEVENTH HOUR OF THE NIGHT, ISAAC AWOKE AND CAME TO THE DOOR OF HIS FATHER'S CHAMBER, CRYING OUT AND SAYING, "OPEN, FATHER, THAT I MAY TOUCH THEE BEFORE THEY TAKE THEE AWAY FROM ME." AND ABRAHAM WEPT TOGETHER WITH HIS SON, AND WHEN MICHAEL SAW THEM WEEP, HE WEPT LIKEWISE. AND SARAH, HEARING THE WEEPING, CALLED FORTH FROM HER BEDCHAMBER, SAYING: "MY LORD ABRAHAM, WHY THIS WEEPING? HAS THE STRANGER TOLD THEE OF THY BROTHER'S SON LOT, THAT HE IS DEAD? OR HAS AUGHT BEFALLEN US?" MICHAEL ANSWERED, AND SAID TO HER, "NAY, MY SISTER SARAH, IT IS NOT AS THOU SAYEST, BUT THY SON ISAAC, METHINKS, BEHELD A DREAM, AND CAME TO US WEEPING, AND WE, SEEING HIM, WERE MOVED IN OUR HEARTS AND WEPT." SARAH, HEARING MICHAEL SPEAK, KNEW STRAIGHTWAY THAT IT WAS AN ANGEL OF THE LORD, ONE OF THE THREE ANGELS WHOM THEY HAD ENTERTAINED IN THEIR HOUSE ONCE BEFORE, AND THEREFORE SHE MADE A SIGN TO ABRAHAM TO COME OUT TOWARD THE DOOR, TO INFORM HIM OF WHAT SHE KNEW. ABRAHAM SAID: "THOU HAST PERCEIVED WELL, FOR I, TOO, WHEN I WASHED HIS FEET, KNEW IN MY HEART THAT THEY WERE THE FEET THAT I HAD WASHED AT THE OAK OF MAMRE, AND THAT WENT TO SAVE LOT." ABRAHAM, RETURNING TO HIS CHAMBER, MADE ISAAC RELATE HIS DREAM, WHICH MICHAEL INTERPRETED TO THEM, SAYING: "THY SON ISAAC HAS SPOKEN TRUTH, FOR THOU SHALT GO AND BE TAKEN UP INTO THE HEAVENS, BUT THY BODY SHALL REMAIN ON EARTH, UNTIL SEVEN THOUSAND AGES ARE FULFILLED, FOR THEN ALL FLESH SHALL ARISE. NOW, THEREFORE, ABRAHAM, SET THY HOUSE IN ORDER, FOR THOU WAST HEARD WHAT IS DECREED CONCERNING THEE." ABRAHAM ANSWERED, "NOW I KNOW THOU ART AN ANGEL OF THE LORD, AND WAST SENT TO TAKE MY SOUL, BUT I WILL NOT GO WITH THEE, BUT DO THOU WHATEVER THOU ART COMMANDED." MICHAEL RETURNED TO HEAVEN AND TOLD GOD OF ABRAHAM'S REFUSAL TO OBEY HIS SUMMONS, AND HE WAS AGAIN COMMANDED TO GO DOWN AND ADMONISH ABRAHAM NOT TO REBEL AGAINST GOD, WHO HAD BESTOWED MANY BLESSINGS UPON HIM, AND HE REMINDED HIM THAT NO ONE WHO HAS COME FROM ADAM AND EVE CAN ESCAPE DEATH, AND THAT GOD IN HIS GREAT KINDNESS TOWARD HIM DID NOT PERMIT THE SICKLE OF DEATH TO MEET HIM, BUT SENT HIS CHIEF CAPTAIN, MICHAEL, TO HIM. "WHEREFORE, THEN," HE ENDED, "HAST THOU SAID TO THE CHIEF CAPTAIN, I WILL NOT GO WITH THEE?" WHEN MICHAEL DELIVERED THESE EXHORTATIONS TO ABRAHAM, HE SAW THAT IT WAS FUTILE TO OPPOSE THE WILL OF GOD, AND HE CONSENTED TO DIE, BUT WISHED TO HAVE ONE [SEXLESS] DESIRE OF HIS FULFILLED WHILE STILL ALIVE. HE SAID TO MICHAEL: "I BESEECH THEE, LORD, IF I MUST DEPART FROM MY BODY, I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO BE TAKEN UP IN MY BODY, THAT I MAY SEE THE CREATURES THAT THE LORD HAS CREATED IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH." MICHAEL WENT UP INTO HEAVEN, AND SPAKE BEFORE THE LORD CONCERNING ABRAHAM, AND THE LORD ANSWERED MICHAEL, "GO AND TAKE UP ABRAHAM IN THE BODY AND SHOW HIM ALL THINGS, AND WHATEVER HE SHALL SAY TO THEE, DO TO HIM AS TO MY FRIEND."
ABRAHAM VIEWS EARTH AND HEAVEN
THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL WENT DOWN, AND TOOK ABRAHAM UPON A CHARIOT OF THE CHERUBIM, AND LIFTED HIM UP INTO THE AIR OF HEAVEN, AND LED HIM UPON THE CLOUD, TOGETHER WITH SIXTY ANGELS, AND ABRAHAM ASCENDED UPON THE CHARIOT OVER ALL THE EARTH, AND SAW ALL THINGS THAT ARE BELOW ON THE EARTH, BOTH GOOD AND BAD. LOOKING DOWN UPON THE EARTH, HE SAW A MAN COMMITTING ADULTERY WITH A WEDDED WOMAN, AND TURNING TO MICHAEL HE SAID, "SEND FIRE FROM HEAVEN TO CONSUME THEM." STRAIGHTWAY THERE CAME DOWN FIRE AND CONSUMED THEM, FOR GOD HAD COMMANDED MICHAEL TO DO WHATSOEVER ABRAHAM SHOULD ASK HIM TO DO. HE LOOKED AGAIN, AND HE SAW THIEVES DIGGING THROUGH A HOUSE, AND ABRAHAM SAID, "LET WILD BEASTS COME OUT OF THE DESERT, AND TEAR THEM IN PIECES," AND IMMEDIATELY WILD BEASTS CAME OUT OF THE DESERT AND DEVOURED THEM. AGAIN, HE LOOKED DOWN, AND HE SAW PEOPLE PREPARING TO COMMIT MURDER, AND HE SAID, "LET THE EARTH OPEN AND SWALLOW THEM," AND, AS HE SPOKE, THE EARTH SWALLOWED THEM ALIVE. THEN GOD SPOKE TO MICHAEL: "TURN AWAY ABRAHAM TO HIS OWN HOUSE AND LET HIM NOT GO [A] ROUND THE WHOLE EARTH, BECAUSE HE HAS NO COMPASSION ON [SEXUAL] SINNERS, BUT I HAVE COMPASSION ON [SEXUAL] SINNERS, THAT THEY MAY TURN AND LIVE AND REPENT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, AND BE SAVED." SO, MICHAEL TURNED THE CHARIOT, AND BROUGHT ABRAHAM TO THE PLACE OF JUDGMENT OF ALL SOULS. HERE HE SAW TWO GATES, THE ONE BROAD AND THE OTHER NARROW, THE NARROW GATE THAT OF THE JUST, WHICH LEADS TO LIFE, THEY THAT ENTER THROUGH IT GO INTO PARADISE. THE BROAD GATE IS THAT OF [SEXUAL] SINNERS, WHICH LEADS TO DESTRUCTION AND ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. THEN ABRAHAM WEPT, SAYING, "WOE IS ME, WHAT SHALL I DO? FOR I AM A MAN BIG OF BODY, AND HOW SHALL I BE ABLE TO ENTER BY THE NARROW GATE?" MICHAEL ANSWERED, AND SAID TO ABRAHAM, "FEAR NOT, NOR GRIEVE, FOR THOU SHALT ENTER BY IT UNHINDERED, AND ALL THEY WHO ARE LIKE THEE." ABRAHAM, PERCEIVING THAT A SOUL WAS ADJUDGED TO BE SET IN THE MIDST, ASKED MICHAEL THE REASON FOR IT, AND MICHAEL ANSWERED, "BECAUSE THE JUDGE FOUND ITS [SEXUAL] SINS AND ITS RIGHTEOUSNESS EQUAL, HE NEITHER COMMITTED IT TO JUDGMENT NOR TO BE SAVED." ABRAHAM SAID TO MICHAEL, "LET US PRAY FOR THIS SOUL, AND SEE WHETHER GOD WILL HEAR US," AND WHEN THEY ROSE UP FROM THEIR PRAYER, MICHAEL INFORMED ABRAHAM THAT THE SOUL WAS SAVED BY THE PRAYER, AND WAS TAKEN BY AN ANGEL AND CARRIED UP TO PARADISE. ABRAHAM SAID TO MICHAEL, "LET US YET CALL UPON THE LORD AND SUPPLICATE HIS COMPASSION AND ENTREAT HIS MERCY FOR THE SOULS OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS WHOM I FORMERLY, IN MY ANGER, [SEXUALLY] CURSED AND DESTROYED, WHOM THE EARTH DEVOURED, AND THE WILD BEASTS TORE IN PIECES, AND THE FIRE CONSUMED, THROUGH MY WORDS. NOW I KNOW THAT I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE THE LORD OUR GOD." AFTER THE JOINT PRAYER OF THE ARCHANGEL AND ABRAHAM, THERE CAME A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING, "ABRAHAM, ABRAHAM, I HAVE HEARKENED TO THY VOICE AND THY PRAYER, AND I FORGIVE THEE THY NON-SEXUAL] SIN, AND THOSE WHOM THOU THINKEST THAT I DESTROYED, I HAVE CALLED UP AND BROUGHT THEM INTO LIFE BY MY EXCEEDING KINDNESS, BECAUSE FOR A SEASON I HAVE REQUITED THEM IN JUDGMENT, AND THOSE WHOM I DESTROY LIVING UPON EARTH, I WILL NOT REQUITE IN DEATH." WHEN MICHAEL BROUGHT ABRAHAM BACK TO HIS HOUSE, THEY FOUND SARAH DEAD. NOT SEEING WHAT HAD BECOME OF ABRAHAM, SHE WAS CONSUMED WITH GRIEF AND GAVE UP HER SOUL. THOUGH MICHAEL HAD FULFILLED ABRAHAM'S WISH, AND HAD SHOWN HIM ALL THE EARTH AND THE JUDGMENT AND RECOMPENSE, HE STILL REFUSED TO SURRENDER HIS SOUL TO MICHAEL, AND THE ARCHANGEL AGAIN ASCENDED TO HEAVEN, AND SAID UNTO THE LORD: "THUS SPEAKS ABRAHAM, I WILL NOT GO WITH THEE, AND I REFRAIN FROM LAYING MY HANDS ON HIM, BECAUSE FROM THE BEGINNING HE WAS THY FRIEND, AND HE HAS DONE ALL THINGS PLEASING IN THY SIGHT. THERE IS NO MAN LIKE HIM ON EARTH, NOT EVEN JOB, THE WONDROUS MAN." BUT WHEN THE DAY OF THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM DREW NIGH, GOD COMMANDED MICHAEL TO ADORN DEATH WITH GREAT BEAUTY AND SEND HIM THUS TO ABRAHAM, THAT HE MIGHT SEE HIM WITH HIS EYES. WHILE SITTING UNDER THE OAK OF MAMRE, ABRAHAM PERCEIVED A FLASHING OF LIGHT AND A SMELL OF SWEET ODOR, AND TURNING AROUND HE SAW DEATH COMING TOWARD HIM IN GREAT GLORY AND BEAUTY. AND DEATH SAID UNTO ABRAHAM: "THINK NOT, ABRAHAM, THAT THIS BEAUTY IS MINE, OR THAT I COME THUS TO EVERY MAN. NAY, BUT IF ANY ONE IS RIGHTEOUS LIKE THEE, I THUS TAKE A CROWN AND COME TO HIM, BUT IF HE IS A [SEXUAL] SINNER, I COME IN GREAT [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, AND OUT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS I MAKE A CROWN FOR MY HEAD, AND I SHAKE THEM WITH GREAT FEAR, SO THAT THEY ARE DISMAYED." ABRAHAM SAID TO HIM, "AND ART THOU, INDEED, HE THAT IS CALLED DEATH?" HE ANSWERED, AND SAID, "I AM THE BITTER NAME," BUT ABRAHAM ANSWERED, "I WILL NOT GO WITH THEE." AND ABRAHAM SAID TO DEATH, "SHOW US THY [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION." AND DEATH REVEALED HIS [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, SHOWING TWO HEADS, THE ONE HAD THE FACE OF A SERPENT, THE OTHER HEAD WAS LIKE A SWORD. ALL THE SERVANTS OF ABRAHAM, LOOKING AT THE FIERCE MIEN OF DEATH, DIED, BUT ABRAHAM PRAYED TO THE LORD, AND HE RAISED THEM UP. AS THE LOOKS OF DEATH WERE NOT ABLE TO CAUSE ABRAHAM'S SOUL TO DEPART FROM HIM, GOD REMOVED THE SOUL OF ABRAHAM AS IN A DREAM, AND THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL TOOK IT UP INTO HEAVEN. AFTER GREAT PRAISE AND GLORY HAD BEEN GIVEN TO THE LORD BY THE ANGELS WHO BROUGHT ABRAHAM'S SOUL, AND AFTER ABRAHAM BOWED DOWN TO WORSHIP, THEN CAME THE VOICE OF GOD, SAYING THUS: "TAKE MY FRIEND ABRAHAM INTO PARADISE, WHERE ARE THE TABERNACLES OF MY RIGHTEOUS ONES AND THE ABODES OF MY SAINTS ISAAC AND JACOB IN HIS BOSOM, WHERE THERE IS NO TROUBLE, NOR GRIEF, NOR SIGHING, BUT PEACE AND REJOICING AND LIFE UNENDING." ABRAHAM'S ACTIVITY DID NOT CEASE WITH HIS DEATH, AND AS HE INTERCEDED IN THIS WORLD FOR THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS, SO WILL HE INTERCEDE FOR THEM IN THE WORLD TO COME. ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, HE WILL SIT AT THE GATE OF HELL, AND HE WILL NOT SUFFER THOSE WHO KEPT THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF CIRCUMCISION TO ENTER THEREIN.
THE PATRON OF HEBRON
ONCE UPON A TIME SOME JEWS LIVED IN HEBRON, FEW IN NUMBER, BUT PIOUS AND GOOD, AND PARTICULARLY HOSPITABLE. WHEN STRANGERS CAME TO THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH TO PRAY THERE, THE INHABITANTS OF THE PLACE FAIRLY QUARRELLED WITH EACH OTHER FOR THE PRIVILEGE OF ENTERTAINING THE GUESTS, AND THE ONE WHO CARRIED OFF THE VICTORY REJOICED AS THOUGH HE HAD FOUND GREAT SPOIL. ON THE EVE OF THE DAY OF ATONEMENT, IT APPEARED THAT, IN SPITE OF ALL THEIR EFFORTS, THE DWELLERS AT HEBRON COULD NOT SECURE THE TENTH MAN NEEDED FOR PUBLIC DIVINE SERVICE, AND THEY FEARED THEY WOULD HAVE NONE ON THE HOLY DAY. TOWARD EVENING, WHEN THE SUN WAS ABOUT TO SINK, THEY DESCRIED AN OLD MAN WITH SILVER WHITE BEARD, BEARING A SACK UPON HIS SHOULDER, HIS RAIMENT TATTERED, AND HIS FEET BADLY SWOLLEN FROM MUCH WALKING. THEY RAN TO MEET HIM, TOOK HIM TO ONE OF THE HOUSES, GAVE HIM FOOD AND DRINK, AND, AFTER SUPPLYING HIM WITH NEW WHITE GARMENTS, THEY ALL TOGETHER WENT TO THE SYNAGOGUE FOR WORSHIP. ASKED WHAT HIS NAME WAS, THE STRANGER REPLIED, ABRAHAM. AT THE END OF THE FAST, THE RESIDENTS OF HEBRON CAST LOTS FOR THE PRIVILEGE OF ENTERTAINING THE GUEST. FORTUNE FAVORED THE BEADLE, WHO, THE ENVY OF THE REST, BORE HIS GUEST AWAY TO HIS HOUSE. ON THE WAY, HE SUDDENLY DISAPPEARED, AND THE BEADLE COULD NOT FIND HIM ANYWHERE. IN VAIN ALL THE JEWS OF THE PLACE WENT ON A QUEST FOR HIM. THEIR SLEEPLESS NIGHT, SPENT IN SEARCHING, HAD NO RESULT. THE STRANGER COULD NOT BE FOUND. BUT NO SOONER HAD THE BEADLE LAIN DOWN, TOWARD MORNING, WEARY AND ANXIOUS, TO SNATCH SOME SLEEP, THEN HE SAW THE LOST GUEST BEFORE HIM, HIS FACE LUMINOUS AS LIGHTNING, AND HIS GARMENTS MAGNIFICENT AND STUDDED WITH GEMS RADIANT AS THE SUN. BEFORE THE BEADLE, STUNNED BY FRIGHT, COULD OPEN HIS MOUTH, THE STRANGER SPAKE, AND SAID: "I AM ABRAHAM THE HEBREW, YOUR ANCESTOR, WHO RESTS HERE IN THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH. WHEN I SAW HOW GRIEVED YOU WERE AT NOT HAVING THE NUMBER OF MEN PRESCRIBED FOR A PUBLIC SERVICE, I CAME FORTH TO YOU. HAVE NO FEAR! REJOICE AND BE MERRY OF HEART!" ON ANOTHER OCCASION ABRAHAM GRANTED HIS ASSISTANCE TO THE PEOPLE OF HEBRON. THE LORD OF THE CITY WAS A HEARTLESS MAN, WHO OPPRESSED THE JEWS SORELY. ONE DAY HE COMMANDED THEM TO PAY A LARGE SUM OF MONEY INTO HIS COFFERS, THE WHOLE SUM IN UNIFORM COINS, ALL STAMPED WITH THE SAME YEAR. IT WAS BUT A PRETEXT TO KILL THE JEWS. HE KNEW THAT HIS DEMAND WAS IMPOSSIBLE OF FULFILMENT. THE JEWS PROCLAIMED A FAST AND DAY OF PUBLIC PRAYER, ON WHICH TO SUPPLICATE GOD THAT HE TURN ASIDE THE SWORD SUSPENDED ABOVE THEM. THE NIGHT FOLLOWING, THE BEADLE IN A DREAM SAW AN AWE-INSPIRING OLD MAN, WHO ADDRESSED HIM IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "UP, QUICKLY! HASTEN TO THE GATE OF THE COURT, WHERE LIES THE MONEY YOU NEED. I AM YOUR FATHER ABRAHAM. I HAVE BEHELD THE AFFLICTION WHEREWITH THE GENTILES OPPRESS YOU, BUT GOD HAS HEARD YOUR GROANS." IN GREAT TERROR THE BEADLE AROSE, BUT HE SAW NO ONE, YET HE WENT TO THE SPOT DESIGNATED BY THE VISION, AND HE FOUND THE MONEY AND TOOK IT TO THE CONGREGATION, TELLING HIS DREAM AT THE SAME TIME. AMAZED, THEY COUNTED THE GOLD, PRECISELY THE AMOUNT REQUIRED OF THEM BY THE PRINCE, NO MORE AND NO LESS. THEY SURRENDERED THE SUM TO HIM, AND HE WHO HAD CONSIDERED COMPLIANCE WITH HIS DEMAND IMPOSSIBLE, RECOGNIZED NOW THAT GOD IS WITH THE JEWS, AND THENCEFORTH THEY FOUND FAVOR IN HIS EYES.
JACOB---THE BIRTH OF ESAU AND JACOB
ISAAC WAS THE COUNTERPART OF HIS FATHER IN BODY AND SOUL. HE RESEMBLED HIM IN EVERY PARTICULAR--"IN BEAUTY, WISDOM, STRENGTH, WEALTH, AND NOBLE [SEXLESS] DEEDS." IT WAS, THEREFORE, AS GREAT AN HONOR FOR ISAAC TO BE CALLED THE SON OF HIS FATHER AS FOR ABRAHAM TO BE CALLED THE FATHER OF HIS SON, AND THOUGH ABRAHAM WAS THE PROGENITOR OF THIRTY NATIONS, HE IS ALWAYS DESIGNATED AS THE FATHER OF ISAAC. DESPITE HIS MANY EXCELLENT QUALITIES, ISAAC MARRIED LATE IN LIFE. GOD PERMITTED HIM TO MEET THE WIFE SUITABLE TO HIM ONLY AFTER HE HAD SUCCESSFULLY DISPROVED THE MOCKING CHARGES OF ISHMAEL, WHO WAS IN THE HABIT OF TAUNTING HIM WITH HAVING BEEN CIRCUMCISED AT THE EARLY AGE OF EIGHT DAYS, WHILE ISHMAEL HAD SUBMITTED HIMSELF VOLUNTARILY TO THE OPERATION WHEN BE WAS THIRTEEN YEARS OLD. FOR THIS REASON, GOD DEMANDED ISAAC AS A SACRIFICE WHEN HE HAD ATTAINED TO FULL MANHOOD, AT THE AGE OF THIRTY-SEVEN, AND ISAAC WAS READY TO GIVE UP HIS LIFE. ISHMAEL'S JIBES WERE THUS ROBBED OF THEIR STING, AND ISAAC WAS PERMITTED TO MARRY. BUT ANOTHER DELAY OCCURRED BEFORE HIS MARRIAGE COULD TAKE PLACE. DIRECTLY AFTER THE SACRIFICE ON MOUNT MORIAH, HIS MOTHER DIED, AND HE MOURNED HER FOR THREE YEARS. FINALLY, HE MARRIED REBEKAH, WHO WAS THEN A MAIDEN OF FOURTEEN. REBEKAH WAS "A ROSE BETWEEN THORNS." HER FATHER WAS THE ARAMEAN BETHUEL, AND HER BROTHER WAS LABAN, BUT SHE DID NOT WALK IN THEIR WAYS. HER PIETY WAS EQUAL TO ISAAC'S. NEVERTHELESS, THEIR MARRIAGE WAS NOT ENTIRELY HAPPY, FOR THEY LIVED TOGETHER NO LESS THAN TWENTY YEARS WITHOUT BEGETTING CHILDREN. REBEKAH BESOUGHT HER HUSBAND TO ENTREAT GOD FOR THE GIFT OF CHILDREN, AS HIS FATHER ABRAHAM HAD DONE. AT FIRST ISAAC WOULD NOT DO HER BIDDING. GOD HAD PROMISED ABRAHAM A NUMEROUS PROGENY, AND HE THOUGHT THEIR CHILDLESSNESS WAS PROBABLY REBEKAH'S FAULT, AND IT WAS HER DUTY TO SUPPLICATE GOD, AND NOT HIS. BUT REBEKAH WOULD NOT DESIST, AND HUSBAND AND WIFE REPAIRED TO MOUNT MORIAH TOGETHER TO PRAY TO GOD THERE. AND ISAAC SAID: "O LORD GOD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, WHOSE GOODNESS AND MERCIES FILL THE EARTH, THOU WHO DIDST TAKE MY FATHER FROM HIS FATHER'S HOUSE AND FROM HIS BIRTHPLACE, AND DIDST BRING HIM UNTO THIS LAND, AND DIDST SAY UNTO HIM, TO THEE AND THY SEED WILL I GIVE THE LAND, AND DIDST PROMISE HIM AND DECLARE UNTO HIM, I WILL MULTIPLY THY SEED AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN AND AS THE SAND OF THE SEA, NOW MAY THY WORDS BE VERIFIED WHICH THOU DIDST SPEAK UNTO MY FATHER. FOR THOU ART THE LORD OUR GOD, OUR EYES ARE TOWARD THEE, TO GIVE US SEED OF MEN AS THOU DIDST PROMISE US, FOR THOU ART THE LORD OUR GOD, AND OUR EYES ARE UPON THEE." ISAAC PRAYED FURTHERMORE THAT ALL CHILDREN DESTINED FOR HIM MIGHT BE BORN UNTO HIM FROM THIS PIOUS WIFE OF HIS, AND REBEKAH MADE THE SAME PETITION REGARDING HER HUSBAND ISAAC AND THE CHILDREN DESTINED FOR HER. THEIR UNITED PRAYER WAS HEARD. YET IT WAS CHIEFLY FOR THE SAKE OF ISAAC THAT GOD GAVE THEM CHILDREN. IT IS TRUE, REBEKAH'S PIETY EQUALLED HER HUSBAND'S, BUT THE PRAYER OF A PIOUS MAN WHO IS THE SON OF A PIOUS MAN IS FAR MORE EFFICACIOUS THAN THE PRAYER OF ONE WHO, THOUGH PIOUS HIMSELF, IS DESCENDED FROM A GODLESS FATHER [ATHEIST]. THE PRAYER WROUGHT A GREAT MIRACLE, FOR ISAAC'S PHYSIQUE WAS SUCH THAT HE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN EXPECTED TO BEGET CHILDREN, AND EQUALLY IT WAS NOT IN THE COURSE OF NATURE THAT REBEKAH SHOULD BEAR CHILDREN. WHEN REBEKAH HAD BEEN PREGNANT SEVEN MONTHS, SHE BEGAN TO WISH THAT THE [SEXUAL] CURSE OF CHILDLESSNESS HAD NOT BEEN REMOVED FROM HER. SHE SUFFERED TORTUROUS PAIN, BECAUSE HER TWIN SONS BEGAN THEIR LIFELONG QUARRELS IN HER WOMB. THEY STROVE TO KILL EACH OTHER. IF REBEKAH WALKED IN THE VICINITY OF A TEMPLE ERECTED TO IDOLS, ESAU MOVED IN HER BODY, AND IF SHE PASSED A SYNAGOGUE OR A BET HA MIDRASH, JACOB ESSAYED TO BREAK FORTH FROM HER WOMB. THE QUARRELS OF THE CHILDREN TURNED UPON SUCH DIFFERENCES AS THESE. ESAU WOULD INSIST THAT THERE WAS NO LIFE EXCEPT THE EARTHLY LIFE OF MATERIAL PLEASURES, AND JACOB WOULD REPLY: "MY BROTHER, THERE ARE TWO WORLDS BEFORE US, THIS WORLD AND THE WORLD TO COME. IN THIS WORLD, MEN EAT AND DRINK, AND TRAFFIC AND MARRY, AND BRING UP SONS AND DAUGHTERS, BUT ALL THIS DOES NOT TAKE PLACE IN THE WORLD TO COME. IF IT PLEASE THEE, DO THOU TAKE THIS WORLD, AND I WILL TAKE THE OTHER." ESAU HAD SAMAEL AS HIS ALLY, WHO [SEXUALLY] DESIRED TO SLAY JACOB IN HIS MOTHER'S WOMB. BUT THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL HASTENED TO JACOB'S AID. HE TRIED TO BURN SAMAEL, AND THE LORD SAW IT WAS NECESSARY TO CONSTITUTE A HEAVENLY COURT FOR THE PURPOSE OF ARBITRATING THE CASE OF MICHAEL AND SAMAEL. EVEN THE QUARREL BETWEEN THE TWO BROTHERS REGARDING THE BIRTHRIGHT HAD ITS BEGINNING BEFORE THEY EMERGED FROM THE WOMB OF THEIR MOTHER. EACH [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO BE THE FIRST TO COME INTO THE WORLD. IT WAS ONLY WHEN ESAU THREATENED TO CARRY HIS POINT AT THE EXPENSE OF HIS MOTHER'S LIFE THAT JACOB GAVE WAY. REBEKAH ASKED OTHER WOMEN WHETHER THEY, TOO, HAD SUFFERED SUCH PAIN DURING THEIR PREGNANCY, AND WHEN THEY TOLD HER THEY HAD NOT HEARD OF A CASE LIKE HERS, EXCEPT THE PREGNANCY OF NIMROD'S MOTHER, SHE BETOOK HERSELF TO MOUNT MORIAH, WHEREON SHEM AND EBER HAD THEIR BET HA MIDRASH. SHE REQUESTED THEM AS WELL AS ABRAHAM TO INQUIRE OF GOD WHAT THE CAUSE OF HER DIRE SUFFERING WAS. AND SHEM REPLIED: "MY DAUGHTER, I CONFIDE A SECRET TO THEE. SEE TO IT THAT NONE FINDS IT OUT. TWO NATIONS ARE IN THY WOMB, AND HOW SHOULD THY BODY CONTAIN THEM, SEEING THAT THE WHOLE WORLD WILL NOT BE LARGE ENOUGH FOR THEM TO EXIST IN IT TOGETHER PEACEABLY? TWO NATIONS THEY ARE, EACH OWNING A WORLD OF ITS OWN, THE ONE THE TORAH, THE OTHER [SEXUAL] SIN. FROM THE ONE WILL SPRING SOLOMON, THE BUILDER OF THE TEMPLE, FROM THE OTHER VESPASIAN, THE DESTROYER THEREOF. THESE TWO ARE WHAT ARE NEEDED TO RAISE THE NUMBER OF NATIONS TO SEVENTY. THEY WILL NEVER BE IN THE SAME ESTATE. ESAU WILL VAUNT LORDS, WHILE JACOB WILL BRING FORTH PROPHETS, AND IF ESAU HAS PRINCES, JACOB WILL HAVE KINGS. THEY, ISRAEL AND ROME, ARE THE TWO NATIONS DESTINED TO BE HATED BY ALL THE WORLD. ONE WILL EXCEED THE OTHER IN STRENGTH. FIRST ESAU WILL SUBJUGATE THE WHOLE WORLD, BUT IN THE END, JACOB WILL RULE OVER ALL. THE OLDER OF THE TWO WILL SERVE THE YOUNGER, PROVIDED THIS ONE IS PURE OF HEART, OTHERWISE THE YOUNGER WILL BE ENSLAVED BY THE OLDER." THE CIRCUMSTANCES CONNECTED WITH THE BIRTH OF HER TWIN SONS WERE AS REMARKABLE AS THOSE DURING THE PERIOD OF REBEKAH'S PREGNANCY. ESAU WAS THE FIRST TO SEE THE LIGHT, AND WITH HIM ALL IMPURITY CAME FROM THE WOMB; JACOB WAS BORN CLEAN AND SWEET OF BODY. ESAU WAS BROUGHT FORTH WITH HAIR, BEARD, AND TEETH, BOTH FRONT AND BACK, AND HE WAS BLOOD-RED, A SIGN OF HIS FUTURE SANGUINARY NATURE. ON ACCOUNT OF HIS RUDDY APPEARANCE HE REMAINED UNCIRCUMCISED. ISAAC, HIS FATHER, FEARED THAT IT WAS DUE TO POOR CIRCULATION OF THE BLOOD, AND HE HESITATED TO PERFORM THE CIRCUMCISION. HE DECIDED TO WAIT UNTIL ESAU SHOULD ATTAIN HIS THIRTEENTH YEAR, THE AGE AT WHICH ISHMAEL HAD RECEIVED THE SIGN OF THE COVENANT. BUT WHEN ESAU GREW UP, HE REFUSED TO GIVE HEED TO HIS FATHER'S WISH, AND SO HE WAS LEFT UNCIRCUMCISED. THE OPPOSITE OF HIS BROTHER IN THIS AS IN ALL RESPECTS, JACOB WAS BORN WITH THE SIGN OF THE COVENANT UPON HIS BODY, A RARE DISTINCTION. BUT ESAU ALSO BORE A MARK UPON HIM AT BIRTH, THE FIGURE OF A SERPENT, THE SYMBOL OF ALL THAT IS WICKED AND HATED OF GOD. THE NAMES CONFERRED UPON THE BROTHERS ARE PREGNANT WITH MEANING. THE OLDER WAS CALLED ESAU, BECAUSE HE WAS 'ASUI, FULLY DEVELOPED WHEN HE WAS BORN, AND THE NAME OF THE YOUNGER WAS GIVEN TO HIM BY GOD, TO POINT TO SOME IMPORTANT EVENTS IN THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL BY THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF EACH LETTER. THE FIRST LETTER IN YA'AKOB, YOD, WITH THE VALUE OF TEN, STANDS FOR THE DECALOGUE; THE SECOND, 'AYIN, EQUAL TO SEVENTY, FOR THE SEVENTY ELDERS, THE LEADERS OF ISRAEL; THE THIRD, KOF, A HUNDRED, FOR THE TEMPLE, A HUNDRED ELLS IN HEIGHT [350 MILES]; AND THE LAST, BET, FOR THE TWO TABLES OF STONE.
THE FAVORITE OF ABRAHAM
WHILE ESAU AND JACOB WERE LITTLE, THEIR CHARACTERS COULD NOT BE JUDGED PROPERLY. THEY WERE LIKE THE MYRTLE AND THE THORN-BUSH, WHICH LOOK ALIKE IN THE EARLY STAGES OF THEIR GROWTH. AFTER THEY HAVE ATTAINED FULL SIZE, THE MYRTLE IS KNOWN BY ITS FRAGRANCE, AND THE THORN-BUSH BY ITS THORNS. IN THEIR CHILDHOOD, BOTH BROTHERS WENT TO SCHOOL, BUT WHEN THEY REACHED THEIR THIRTEENTH YEAR, AND WERE OF AGE, THEIR WAYS PARTED. JACOB CONTINUED HIS STUDIES IN THE BET HA MIDRASH OF SHEM AND EBER, AND ESAU ABANDONED HIMSELF TO IDOLATRY AND AN IMMORAL LIFE. BOTH WERE HUNTERS OF MEN, ESAU TRIED TO CAPTURE THEM IN ORDER TO TURN THEM AWAY FROM GOD, AND JACOB, TO TURN THEM TOWARD GOD. IN SPITE OF HIS IMPIOUS [SEXUAL] DEEDS, ESAU POSSESSED THE ART OF WINNING HIS FATHER'S [SEXUAL] LOVE. HIS HYPOCRITICAL [SEXUAL] CONDUCT MADE ISAAC BELIEVE THAT HIS FIRST-BORN SON WAS EXTREMELY PIOUS. "FATHER," HE WOULD ASK ISAAC, "WHAT IS THE TITHE ON STRAW AND SALT?" THE QUESTION MADE HIM APPEAR GOD-FEARING IN THE EYES OF HIS FATHER, BECAUSE THESE TWO PRODUCTS ARE THE VERY ONES THAT ARE EXEMPT FROM TITHING. ISAAC FAILED TO NOTICE, TOO, THAT HIS OLDER SON GAVE HIM FORBIDDEN FOOD TO EAT. WHAT HE TOOK FOR THE FLESH OF YOUNG GOATS WAS DOG'S MEAT. REBEKAH WAS MORE CLEAR-SIGHTED. SHE KNEW HER SONS AS THEY REALLY WERE, AND THEREFORE HER [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR JACOB WAS EXCEEDING GREAT. THE OFTENER SHE HEARD HIS VOICE, THE DEEPER GREW HER AFFECTION FOR HIM. ABRAHAM AGREED WITH HER. HE ALSO [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIS GRANDSON JACOB, FOR HE KNEW THAT IN HIM HIS NAME AND HIS SEED WOULD BE CALLED. AND HE SAID UNTO REBEKAH, "MY DAUGHTER, WATCH OVER MY SON JACOB, FOR HE SHALL BE IN MY STEAD ON THE EARTH AND FOR A BLESSING IN THE MIDST OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND FOR THE GLORY OF THE WHOLE SEED OF SHEM." HAVING ADMONISHED REBEKAH THUS TO KEEP GUARD OVER JACOB, WHO WAS DESTINED TO BE THE BEARER OF THE BLESSING GIVEN TO ABRAHAM BY GOD, HE CALLED FOR HIS GRANDSON, AND IN THE PRESENCE OF REBEKAH HE BLESSED HIM, AND SAID: "JACOB, MY BELOVED SON, WHOM MY SOUL [SEXLESSLY] LOVETH, MAY GOD BLESS THEE FROM ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT, AND MAY HE GIVE THEE ALL THE BLESSING WHEREWITH HE BLESSED ADAM, AND ENOCH, AND NOAH, AND SHEM, AND ALL THE THINGS OF WHICH HE TOLD ME, AND ALL THE THINGS WHICH HE PROMISED TO GIVE ME MAY HE CAUSE TO CLEAVE TO THEE AND TO THY SEED FOREVER, ACCORDING TO THE DAYS OF THE HEAVENS ABOVE THE EARTH. AND THE SPIRIT OF MASTEMA SHALL NOT RULE OVER THEE OR OVER THY SEED, TO TURN THEE FROM THE LORD, WHO IS THY GOD FROM HENCEFORTH AND FOREVER. AND MAY THE LORD GOD BE A FATHER [STEPHEN] TO THEE, AND MAYEST THOU BE HIS FIRST-BORN SON, AND MAY HE BE A FATHER TO THY PEOPLE ALWAYS. GO IN PEACE, MY SON." AND ABRAHAM HAD GOOD REASON TO BE PARTICULARLY FOND OF JACOB, FOR IT WAS DUE TO THE MERITS OF HIS GRANDSON THAT HE HAD BEEN RESCUED FROM THE FIERY FURNACE. ISAAC AND REBEKAH, KNOWING OF ABRAHAM'S [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR THEIR YOUNG SON, SENT THEIR FATHER A MEAL BY JACOB ON THE LAST FEAST OF PENTECOST WHICH ABRAHAM WAS PERMITTED TO CELEBRATE ON EARTH, THAT HE MIGHT EAT AND BLESS THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL THINGS BEFORE HE DIED. ABRAHAM KNEW THAT HIS END WAS APPROACHING, AND HE THANKED THE LORD FOR ALL THE GOOD HE HAD GRANTED HIM DURING THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE, AND BLESSED JACOB AND BADE HIM WALK IN THE WAYS OF THE LORD, AND ESPECIALLY HE WAS NOT TO MARRY A DAUGHTER OF THE CANAANITES. THEN ABRAHAM PREPARED FOR DEATH. HE PLACED TWO OF JACOB'S FINGERS UPON HIS EYES, AND THUS HOLDING THEM CLOSED HE FELL INTO HIS ETERNAL SLEEP, WHILE JACOB LAY BESIDE HIM ON THE BED. THE LAD DID NOT KNOW OF HIS GRANDFATHER'S DEATH, UNTIL HE CALLED HIM, ON AWAKENING NEXT MORNING, "FATHER, FATHER," AND RECEIVED NO ANSWER.
THE SALE OF THE BIRTHRIGHT
THOUGH ABRAHAM REACHED A GOOD OLD AGE, BEYOND THE LIMIT OF YEARS VOUCHSAFED LATER GENERATIONS, HE YET DIED FIVE YEARS BEFORE HIS ALLOTTED TIME. THE INTENTION WAS TO LET HIM LIVE TO BE ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY YEARS OLD, THE SAME AGE AS ISAAC'S AT HIS DEATH, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF ESAU GOD BROUGHT HIS LIFE TO AN ABRUPT CLOSE. FOR SOME TIME, ESAU HAD BEEN PURSUING HIS EVIL [SEXUAL] INCLINATIONS IN SECRET. FINALLY, HE DROPPED HIS MASK, AND ON THE DAY OF ABRAHAM'S DEATH HE WAS [SEXUAL] GUILTY OF FIVE CRIMES: HE RAVISHED A BETROTHED MAIDEN, COMMITTED MURDER, DOUBTED THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, SCORNED THE BIRTHRIGHT, AND DENIED GOD. THEN THE LORD SAID: "I PROMISED ABRAHAM THAT HE SHOULD GO TO HIS FATHERS IN PEACE. CAN I NOW PERMIT HIM TO BE A WITNESS OF HIS GRANDSON'S REBELLION AGAINST GOD, HIS VIOLATION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAWS OF CHASTITY, AND HIS SHEDDING OF BLOOD? IT IS BETTER FOR HIM TO DIE NOW IN PEACE." THE MEN SLAIN BY ESAU ON THIS DAY WERE NIMROD AND TWO OF HIS ADJUTANTS. A LONG-STANDING FEUD HAD EXISTED BETWEEN ESAU AND NIMROD, BECAUSE THE MIGHTY HUNTER BEFORE THE LORD WAS JEALOUS OF ESAU, WHO ALSO DEVOTED HIMSELF ASSIDUOUSLY TO THE CHASE. ONCE WHEN HE WAS HUNTING IT HAPPENED THAT NIMROD WAS SEPARATED FROM HIS PEOPLE, ONLY TWO MEN WERE WITH HIM. ESAU, WHO LAY IN AMBUSH, NOTICED HIS ISOLATION, AND WAITED UNTIL HE SHOULD PASS HIS COVERT. THEN HE THREW HIMSELF UPON NIMROD SUDDENLY, AND FELLED HIM AND HIS TWO COMPANIONS, WHO HASTENED TO HIS SUCCOR. THE OUTCRIES OF THE LATTER BROUGHT THE ATTENDANTS OF NIMROD TO THE SPOT WHERE HE LAY DEAD, BUT NOT BEFORE ESAU HAD STRIPPED HIM OF HIS GARMENTS, AND FLED TO THE CITY WITH THEM. THESE GARMENTS OF NIMROD HAD AN EXTRAORDINARY EFFECT UPON CATTLE, BEASTS, AND BIRDS. OF THEIR OWN ACCORD THEY WOULD COME AND PROSTRATE THEMSELVES BEFORE HIM WHO WAS ARRAYED IN THEM. THUS, NIMROD AND ESAU AFTER HIM WERE ABLE TO RULE OVER MEN AND BEASTS. AFTER SLAYING NIMROD, ESAU HASTENED CITYWARD IN GREAT FEAR OF HIS VICTIM'S FOLLOWERS. TIRED AND EXHAUSTED HE ARRIVED AT HOME TO FIND JACOB BUSY PREPARING A DISH OF LENTILS. NUMEROUS MALE AND FEMALE SLAVES WERE IN ISAAC'S HOUSEHOLD. NEVERTHELESS, JACOB WAS SO SIMPLE AND MODEST IN HIS DEMEANOR THAT, IF HE CAME HOME LATE FROM THE BET HA MIDRASH, HE WOULD DISTURB NONE TO PREPARE HIS MEAL, BUT WOULD DO IT HIMSELF. ON THIS OCCASION HE WAS COOKING LENTILS FOR HIS FATHER, TO SERVE TO HIM AS HIS MOURNER'S MEAL AFTER THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM. ADAM AND EVE HAD EATEN LENTILS AFTER THE MURDER OF ABEL, AND SO HAD THE PARENTS OF HARAN, WHEN HE PERISHED IN THE FIERY FURNACE. THE REASON THEY ARE USED FOR THE MOURNER'S MEAL IS THAT THE ROUND LENTIL SYMBOLIZES DEATH: AS THE LENTIL ROLLS, SO DEATH, SORROW, AND MOURNING CONSTANTLY ROLL ABOUT AMONG MEN, FROM ONE TO THE OTHER. ESAU ACCOSTED JACOB THUS, "WHY ART THOU PREPARING LENTILS?" JACOB: "BECAUSE OUR GRANDFATHER PASSED AWAY; THEY SHALL BE A SIGN OF MY GRIEF AND MOURNING, THAT HE MAY [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ME IN THE DAYS TO COME." ESAU: "THOU FOOL! DOST THOU REALLY THINK IT POSSIBLE THAT MAN SHOULD COME TO LIFE AGAIN AFTER HE HAS BEEN DEAD AND HAS MOULDERED IN THE GRAVE?" HE CONTINUED TO TAUNT JACOB. "WHY DOST THOU GIVE THYSELF SO MUCH TROUBLE?" HE SAID. "LIFT UP THINE EYES, AND THOU WILT SEE THAT ALL MEN EAT WHATEVER COMES TO HAND--FISH, CREEPING AND CRAWLING CREATURES, SWINE'S FLESH, AND ALL SORTS OF THINGS LIKE THESE, AND THOU VEXEST THYSELF ABOUT A DISH OF LENTILS." JACOB: "IF WE ACT LIKE OTHER MEN, WHAT SHALL WE DO ON THE DAY OF THE LORD, THE DAY ON WHICH THE PIOUS WILL RECEIVE THEIR REWARD, WHEN A HERALD WILL PROCLAIM: WHERE IS HE THAT WEIGHETH THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF MEN, WHERE IS HE THAT COUNTETH?" ESAU: "IS THERE A FUTURE WORLD? OR WILL THE DEAD BE CALLED BACK TO LIFE? IF IT WERE SO, WHY HATH NOT ADAM RETURNED? HAST THOU HEARD THAT NOAH, THROUGH WHOM THE WORLD WAS RAISED ANEW, HATH REAPPEARED? YEA, ABRAHAM, THE [SEXLESS] FRIEND OF GOD, MORE BELOVED OF HIM THAN ANY MAN, HATH HE COME TO LIFE AGAIN?" JACOB: "IF THOU ART OF OPINION THAT THERE IS NO FUTURE WORLD, AND THAT THE DEAD DO NOT RISE TO NEW LIFE, THEN WHY DOST THOU WANT THY BIRTHRIGHT? SELL IT TO ME, NOW, WHILE IT IS YET POSSIBLE TO DO SO. ONCE THE TORAH IS REVEALED, IT CANNOT BE DONE. VERILY, THERE IS A FUTURE WORLD, IN WHICH THE RIGHTEOUS RECEIVE THEIR REWARD. I TELL THEE THIS, LEST THOU SAY LATER I DECEIVED THEE." JACOB WAS LITTLE CONCERNED ABOUT THE DOUBLE SHARE OF THE INHERITANCE THAT WENT WITH THE BIRTHRIGHT. WHAT HE THOUGHT OF WAS THE PRIESTLY SERVICE, WHICH WAS THE PREROGATIVE OF THE FIRST-BORN IN ANCIENT TIMES, AND JACOB WAS LOTH TO HAVE HIS IMPIOUS BROTHER ESAU PLAY THE PRIEST, HE WHO DESPISED ALL DIVINE SERVICE. THE SCORN MANIFESTED BY ESAU FOR THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD HE FELT ALSO FOR THE PROMISE OF GOD TO GIVE THE HOLY LAND TO THE SEED OF ABRAHAM. HE DID NOT BELIEVE IN IT, AND THEREFORE HE WAS WILLING TO CEDE HIS BIRTHRIGHT AND THE BLESSING ATTACHED THERETO IN EXCHANGE FOR A MESS OF POTTAGE. IN ADDITION, JACOB PAID HIM IN COIN, AND, BESIDES, HE GAVE HIM WHAT WAS MORE THAN MONEY, THE WONDERFUL SWORD OF METHUSELAH, WHICH ISAAC HAD INHERITED FROM ABRAHAM AND BESTOWED UPON JACOB. ESAU MADE GAME OF JACOB. HE INVITED HIS ASSOCIATES TO FEAST AT HIS BROTHER'S TABLE, SAYING, "KNOW YE WHAT I DID TO THIS JACOB? I ATE HIS LENTILS, DRANK HIS WINE, AMUSED MYSELF AT HIS EXPENSE, AND SOLD MY BIRTHRIGHT TO HIM." ALL THAT JACOB REPLIED WAS, "EAT AND MAY IT DO THEE GOOD!" BUT THE LORD SAID, "THOU DESPISEST THE BIRTHRIGHT, THEREFORE I SHALL MAKE THEE DESPISED IN ALL GENERATIONS." AND BY WAY OF PUNISHMENT FOR DENYING GOD AND THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, THE DESCENDANTS OF ESAU WERE CUT OFF FROM THE WORLD. AS NAUGHT WAS HOLY TO ESAU, JACOB MADE HIM SWEAR, CONCERNING THE BIRTHRIGHT, BY THE LIFE OF THEIR FATHER, FOR HE KNEW ESAU'S [SEXUAL] LOVE FOR ISAAC, THAT IT WAS STRONG. NOR DID HE FAIL TO HAVE A DOCUMENT MADE OUT, DULY SIGNED BY WITNESSES, SETTING FORTH THAT ESAU HAD SOLD HIM THE BIRTHRIGHT TOGETHER WITH HIS CLAIM UPON A PLACE IN THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH. THOUGH NO BLAME CAN ATTACH TO JACOB FOR ALL THIS, YET HE SECURED THE BIRTHRIGHT FROM HIM BY CUNNING, AND THEREFORE THE DESCENDANTS OF JACOB HAD TO SERVE THE DESCENDANTS OF ESAU.
ISAAC WITH THE PHILISTINES
THE LIFE OF ISAAC WAS A FAITHFUL REFLEX OF THE LIFE OF HIS FATHER. ABRAHAM HAD TO LEAVE HIS BIRTHPLACE; SO ALSO, ISAAC. ABRAHAM WAS EXPOSED TO THE RISK OF LOSING HIS WIFE; SO ALSO, ISAAC. THE PHILISTINES WERE ENVIOUS OF ABRAHAM; SO ALSO, OF ISAAC. ABRAHAM LONG REMAINED CHILDLESS; SO ALSO, ISAAC. ABRAHAM BEGOT ONE PIOUS SON AND ONE WICKED SON; SO ALSO, ISAAC. AND, FINALLY, AS IN THE TIME OF ABRAHAM, SO ALSO IN THE TIME OF ISAAC, A FAMINE CAME UPON THE LAND. AT FIRST ISAAC INTENDED TO FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF HIS FATHER AND REMOVE TO EGYPT, BUT GOD APPEARED UNTO HIM, AND SPAKE: "THOU ART A PERFECT SACRIFICE, WITHOUT A BLEMISH, AND AS A BURNT OFFERING IS MADE UNFIT IF IT IS TAKEN OUTSIDE OF THE SANCTUARY, SO THOU WOULDST BE PROFANED IF THOU SHOULDST HAPPEN OUTSIDE OF THE HOLY LAND. REMAIN IN THE LAND, AND ENDEAVOR TO CULTIVATE IT. IN THIS LAND DWELLS THE SHEKINAH, AND IN DAYS TO COME I WILL GIVE UNTO THY CHILDREN THE REALMS POSSESSED BY MIGHTY RULERS, FIRST A PART THEREOF, AND THE WHOLE IN THE MESSIANIC TIME." ISAAC OBEYED THE COMMAND OF GOD, AND HE SETTLED IN GERAR. WHEN HE NOTICED THAT THE INHABITANTS OF THE PLACE BEGAN TO HAVE DESIGNS UPON HIS WIFE, HE FOLLOWED THE EXAMPLE OF ABRAHAM, AND PRETENDED SHE WAS HIS SISTER. THE REPORT OF REBEKAH'S BEAUTY REACHED THE KING HIMSELF, BUT HE WAS MINDFUL OF THE GREAT DANGER TO WHICH HE HAD ONCE EXPOSED HIMSELF ON A SIMILAR OCCASION, AND HE LEFT ISAAC AND HIS WIFE UNMOLESTED. AFTER THEY HAD BEEN IN GERAR FOR THREE MONTHS, ABIMELECH NOTICED THAT THE MANNER OF ISAAC, WHO LIVED IN THE OUTER COURT OF THE ROYAL PALACE, WAS THAT OF A HUSBAND TOWARD REBEKAH. HE CALLED HIM TO ACCOUNT, SAYING, "IT MIGHT HAVE HAPPENED TO THE KING HIMSELF TO TAKE THE WOMAN THOU DIDST CALL THY SISTER." INDEED, ISAAC LAY UNDER THE SUSPICION OF HAVING ILLICIT INTERCOURSE WITH REBEKAH, FOR AT FIRST THE PEOPLE OF THE PLACE WOULD NOT BELIEVE THAT SHE WAS HIS WIFE. WHEN ISAAC PERSISTED IN HIS STATEMENT, ABIMELECH SENT HIS GRANDEES FOR THEM, ORDERED THEM TO BE ARRAYED IN ROYAL VESTMENTS, AND HAD IT PROCLAIMED BEFORE THEM, AS THEY RODE THROUGH THE CITY: "THESE TWO ARE MAN AND WIFE. HE THAT TOUCHETH THIS MAN OR HIS WIFE SHALL SURELY BE PUT TO DEATH." THEREAFTER THE KING INVITED ISAAC TO SETTLE IN HIS DOMAINS, AND HE ASSIGNED FIELDS AND VINEYARDS TO HIM FOR CULTIVATION, THE BEST THE LAND AFFORDED. BUT ISAAC WAS NOT SELF-INTERESTED. THE TITHE OF ALL HE POSSESSED HE GAVE TO THE POOR OF GERAR. THUS, HE WAS THE FIRST TO INTRODUCE THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF TITHING FOR THE POOR, AS HIS FATHER ABRAHAM HAD BEEN THE FIRST TO SEPARATE THE PRIESTS' PORTION FROM HIS FORTUNE. ISAAC WAS REWARDED BY ABUNDANT HARVESTS; THE LAND YIELDED A HUNDRED TIMES MORE THAN WAS EXPECTED, THOUGH THE SOIL WAS BARREN AND THE YEAR UNFRUITFUL. HE GREW SO RICH THAT PEOPLE WISHED TO HAVE "THE DUNG [SHIT] FROM ISAAC'S SHE-MULES RATHER THAN ABIMELECH'S GOLD AND SILVER." BUT HIS WEALTH CALLED FORTH THE ENVY OF THE PHILISTINES, FOR IT IS CHARACTERISTIC OF THE WICKED THAT THEY BEGRUDGE THEIR FELLOW-MEN THE GOOD, AND REJOICE WHEN THEY SEE EVIL DESCEND UPON THEM, AND ENVY BRINGS HATRED IN ITS WAKE, AND SO THE PHILISTINES FIRST ENVIED ISAAC, AND THEN HATED HIM. IN THEIR ENMITY TOWARD HIM, THEY STOPPED THE WELLS WHICH ABRAHAM HAD HAD HIS SERVANTS DIG. THUS, THEY BROKE THEIR COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM AND WERE FAITHLESS, AND THEY HAVE ONLY THEMSELVES TO BLAME IF THEY WERE EXTERMINATED LATER ON BY THE ISRAELITES. ISAAC DEPARTED FROM GERAR, AND BEGAN TO DIG AGAIN THE WELLS OF WATER WHICH THEY HAD DIGGED IN THE DAYS OF ABRAHAM HIS FATHER, AND WHICH THE PHILISTINES HAD STOPPED. HIS REVERENCE FOR HIS FATHER WAS SO GREAT THAT HE EVEN RESTORED THE NAMES BY WHICH ABRAHAM HAD CALLED THE WELLS. TO REWARD HIM FOR HIS FILIAL RESPECT, THE LORD LEFT THE NAME OF ISAAC UNCHANGED, WHILE HIS FATHER AND HIS SON HAD TO SUBMIT TO NEW NAMES. AFTER FOUR ATTEMPTS TO SECURE WATER, ISAAC WAS SUCCESSFUL; HE FOUND THE WELL OF WATER THAT FOLLOWED THE PATRIARCHS. ABRAHAM HAD OBTAINED IT AFTER THREE DIGGINGS. HENCE THE NAME OF THE WELL, BEER-SHEBA, "THE WELL OF SEVEN DIGGINGS," THE SAME WELL THAT WILL SUPPLY WATER TO JERUSALEM AND ITS ENVIRONS IN THE MESSIANIC TIME. ISAAC'S SUCCESS WITH HIS WELLS BUT SERVED TO INCREASE THE ENVY OF THE PHILISTINES, FOR HE HAD COME UPON WATER IN A MOST UNLIKELY SPOT AND, BESIDES, IN A YEAR OF DROUTH. BUT "THE LORD FULFILS THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE OF THEM THAT FEAR HIM." AS ISAAC EXECUTED THE WILL OF HIS [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], SO GOD ACCOMPLISHED HIS [SEXLESS] DESIRE. AND ABIMELECH, THE KING OF GERAR, SPEEDILY CAME TO SEE THAT GOD WAS ON THE SIDE OF ISAAC, FOR, TO CHASTISE HIM FOR HAVING INSTIGATED ISAAC'S REMOVAL FROM GERAR, HIS HOUSE WAS RAVAGED BY ROBBERS IN THE NIGHT, AND HE HIMSELF WAS STRICKEN WITH LEPROSY. THE WELLS OF THE PHILISTINES RAN DRY AS SOON AS ISAAC LEFT GERAR, AND ALSO THE TREES FAILED TO YIELD THEIR FRUIT. NONE COULD BE IN DOUBT BUT THAT THESE THINGS WERE THE CASTIGATION FOR THEIR UNKINDNESS. NOW ABIMELECH ENTREATED HIS FRIENDS, ESPECIALLY THE ADMINISTRATOR OF HIS KINGDOM, TO ACCOMPANY HIM TO ISAAC AND HELP HIM WIN BACK HIS FRIENDSHIP. ABIMELECH AND THE PHILISTINES SPAKE THUS TO ISAAC: "WE HAVE CONVINCED OURSELVES THAT THE SHEKINAH IS WITH THEE, AND THEREFORE WE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE THEE TO RENEW THE COVENANT WHICH THY FATHER MADE WITH US, THAT THOU WILT DO US NO HURT, AS WE ALSO DID NOT TOUCH THEE." ISAAC CONSENTED. IT ILLUSTRATES THE CHARACTER OF THE PHILISTINES STRIKINGLY THAT THEY TOOK CREDIT UNTO THEMSELVES FOR HAVING DONE HIM NO HURT. IT SHOWS THAT THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN GLAD TO INFLICT HARM UPON HIM, FOR "THE SOUL OF THE WICKED [SEXUALLY] DESIRETH EVIL." THE PLACE IN WHICH THE COVENANT WAS MADE BETWEEN ISAAC AND THE PHILISTINES WAS CALLED SHIB'AH, FOR TWO REASONS, BECAUSE AN OATH WAS "SWORN" THERE, AND AS A MEMORIAL OF THE FACT THAT EVEN THE HEATHEN, ARE BOUND TO OBSERVE THE "SEVEN" NOACHIAN LAWS. FOR ALL THE WONDERS EXECUTED BY GOD FOR ISAAC, AND ALL THE GOOD HE ENJOYED THROUGHOUT HIS LIFE, HE IS INDEBTED TO THE MERITS OF HIS FATHER. FOR HIS OWN MERITS HE WILL BE REWARDED IN FUTURE. ON THE GREAT DAY OF JUDGMENT, IT WILL BE ISAAC WHO WILL REDEEM HIS DESCENDANTS FROM GEHENNA. ON THAT DAY THE LORD WILL SPEAK TO ABRAHAM, "THY CHILDREN HAVE [SEXUAL] SINNED," AND ABRAHAM WILL MAKE REPLY, "THEN LET THEM BE WIPED OUT, THAT THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BE [SEXLESSLY] SANCTIFIED." THE LORD WILL TURN TO JACOB, THINKING THAT HE WHO HAD SUFFERED SO MUCH IN BRINGING HIS SONS TO MANHOOD'S ESTATE WOULD DISPLAY MORE [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR HIS POSTERITY. BUT JACOB WILL GIVE THE SAME ANSWER AS ABRAHAM. THEN GOD WILL SAY: "THE OLD HAVE NO UNDERSTANDING, AND THE YOUNG NO COUNSEL. I WILL NOW GO TO ISAAC. ISAAC," GOD WILL ADDRESS HIM, "THY CHILDREN HAVE [SEXUAL] SINNED," AND ISAAC WILL REPLY: "O LORD OF THE WORLD, SAYEST THOU MY CHILDREN, AND NOT THINE? WHEN THEY STOOD AT MOUNT SINAI AND DECLARED THEMSELVES READY TO EXECUTE ALL THY BIDDING BEFORE, EVEN THEY HEARD IT, THOU DIDST CALL ISRAEL 'MY FIRST-BORN,' AND NOW THEY ARE MY CHILDREN, AND NOT THINE! LET US CONSIDER. THE YEARS OF A MAN ARE SEVENTY. FROM THESE TWENTY ARE TO BE DEDUCTED, FOR THOU INFLICTEST NO PUNISHMENT UPON THOSE UNDER TWENTY. OF THE FIFTY YEARS THAT ARE LEFT, ONE-HALF ARE TO BE DEDUCTED FOR THE NIGHTS PASSED IN SLEEP. THERE REMAIN ONLY TWENTY-FIVE YEARS, AND THESE ARE TO BE DIMINISHED BY TWELVE AND A HALF, THE TIME SPENT IN PRAYING, EATING, AND ATTENDING TO OTHER NEEDS IN LIFE, DURING WHICH MEN COMMIT NO [SEXUAL] SINS. THAT LEAVES ONLY TWELVE YEARS AND A HALF. IF THOU WILT TAKE THESE UPON THYSELF, WELL AND GOOD. IF NOT, DO THOU TAKE ONE-HALF THEREOF, AND I WILL TAKE THE OTHER HALF." THE DESCENDANTS OF ISAAC WILL THEN SAY, "VERILY, THOU ART OUR TRUE FATHER!" BUT HE WILL POINT TO GOD, AND ADMONISH THEM, "NAY, GIVE NOT YOUR PRAISES TO ME, BUT TO GOD ALONE," AND ISRAEL, WITH EYES DIRECTED HEAVENWARD, WILL SAY, "THOU, O LORD, ART OUR FATHER [STEPHEN]; OUR REDEEMER FROM EVERLASTING IS THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]." IT WAS ISAAC, OR, AS HE IS SOMETIMES CALLED, ELIHU THE SON OF BARACHEL, WHO REVEALED THE WONDERFUL MYSTERIES OF NATURE IN HIS ARGUMENTS WITH JOB. AT THE END OF THE YEARS OF FAMINE, GOD APPEARED UNTO ISAAC, AND BADE HIM RETURN TO CANAAN. ISAAC DID AS HE WAS COMMANDED, AND HE SETTLED IN HEBRON. AT THIS TIME, HE SENT HIS YOUNGER SON JACOB TO THE BET HA MIDRASH OF SHEM AND EBER, TO STUDY THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD. JACOB REMAINED THERE THIRTY-TWO YEARS. AS FOR ESAU, HE REFUSED TO LEARN, AND HE REMAINED IN THE HOUSE OF HIS FATHER. THE CHASE WAS HIS ONLY OCCUPATION, AND AS HE PURSUED BEASTS, SO HE PURSUED MEN, SEEKING TO CAPTURE THEM WITH CUNNING AND DECEIT. ON ONE OF HIS HUNTING EXPEDITIONS, ESAU CAME TO MOUNT SEIR, WHERE HE BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH JUDITH, OF THE FAMILY OF HAM, AND HE TOOK HER UNTO HIMSELF AS HIS WIFE, AND BROUGHT HER TO HIS FATHER AT HEBRON. TEN YEARS LATER, WHEN SHEM HIS TEACHER DIED, JACOB RETURNED HOME, AT THE AGE OF FIFTY. ANOTHER SIX YEARS PASSED, AND REBEKAH RECEIVED THE JOYFUL NEWS THAT HER SISTER-IN-LAW 'ADINAH, THE WIFE OF LABAN, WHO, LIKE ALL THE WOMEN OF HIS HOUSE, HAD BEEN CHILDLESS UNTIL THEN, HAD GIVEN BIRTH TO TWIN DAUGHTERS, LEAH AND RACHEL. REBEKAH, WEARY OF HER LIFE ON ACCOUNT OF THE WOMAN CHOSEN BY HER OLDER SON, EXHORTED JACOB NOT TO MARRY ONE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN, BUT A MAIDEN OF THE FAMILY OF ABRAHAM. HE ASSURED HIS MOTHER THAT THE WORDS OF ABRAHAM, BIDDING HIM TO MARRY NO WOMAN OF THE CANAANITES, WERE GRAVEN UPON HIS MEMORY, AND FOR THIS REASON HE WAS STILL UNMARRIED, THOUGH HE HAD ATTAINED THE AGE OF SIXTY-TWO, AND ESAU HAD BEEN URGING HIM FOR TWENTY-TWO YEARS PAST TO FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE AND WED A DAUGHTER OF THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND IN WHICH THEY LIVED. HE HAD HEARD THAT HIS UNCLE LABAN HAD DAUGHTERS, AND HE WAS RESOLVED TO CHOOSE ONE OF THEM AS HIS WIFE. DEEPLY MOVED BY THE WORDS OF HER SON, REBEKAH THANKED HIM AND GAVE PRAISE UNTO GOD WITH THE WORDS: "BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD, AND MAY HIS HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BE BLESSED FOR EVER AND EVER, WHO HATH GIVEN ME JACOB AS A PURE SON AND A HOLY SEED; FOR HE IS THINE, AND THINE SHALL HIS SEED BE CONTINUALLY AND THROUGHOUT ALL THE GENERATIONS FOR EVERMORE. BLESS HIM, O LORD, AND PLACE IN MY MOUTH THE BLESSING OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT I MAY BLESS HIM." AND WHEN THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD CAME OVER HER, SHE LAID HER HANDS UPON THE HEAD OF JACOB AND GAVE HIM HER MATERNAL BLESSING. IT ENDED WITH THE WORDS, "MAY THE LORD OF THE WORLD [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEE, AS THE HEART OF THY AFFECTIONATE MOTHER REJOICES IN THEE, AND MAY HE BLESS THEE."
ISAAC BLESSES JACOB
ESAU'S MARRIAGE WITH THE DAUGHTERS OF THE CANAANITES WAS AN ABOMINATION NOT ONLY IN THE EYES OF HIS MOTHER, BUT ALSO IN THE EYES OF HIS FATHER. HE SUFFERED EVEN MORE THAN REBEKAH THROUGH THE IDOLATROUS PRACTICES OF HIS DAUGHTER’S IN-LAW. IT IS THE NATURE OF MAN TO OPPOSE LESS RESISTANCE THAN WOMAN TO DISAGREEABLE CIRCUMSTANCES. A BONE IS NOT HARMED BY A COLLISION THAT WOULD SHIVER AN EARTHEN POT IN PIECES. MAN, WHO IS CREATED OUT OF THE DUST OF THE GROUND, HAS NOT THE ENDURANCE OF WOMAN FORMED OUT OF BONE. ISAAC WAS MADE PREMATURELY OLD BY THE [SEXUAL] CONDUCT OF HIS DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW, AND HE LOST THE SIGHT OF HIS EYES. REBEKAH HAD BEEN ACCUSTOMED IN THE HOME OF HER CHILDHOOD TO THE INCENSE BURNT BEFORE IDOLS, AND SHE COULD THEREFORE BEAR IT UNDER HER OWN ROOF-TREE. UNLIKE HER, ISAAC HAD NEVER HAD ANY SUCH EXPERIENCE WHILE HE, ABODE WITH HIS PARENTS, AND HE WAS STUNG BY THE SMOKE ARISING FROM THE SACRIFICES OFFERED TO THEIR IDOLS BY HIS DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW IN HIS OWN HOUSE. ISAAC'S EYES HAD SUFFERED EARLIER IN LIFE, TOO. WHEN HE LAY BOUND UPON THE ALTAR, ABOUT TO BE SACRIFICED BY HIS FATHER, THE ANGELS WEPT, AND THEIR TEARS FELL UPON HIS EYES, AND THERE THEY REMAINED AND WEAKENED HIS SIGHT. AT THE SAME TIME, HE HAD BROUGHT THE SCOURGE OF BLINDNESS DOWN UPON HIMSELF BY HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR ESAU. HE JUSTIFIED THE WICKED FOR A BRIBE, THE BRIBE OF ESAU'S FILIAL [SEXUAL] LOVE, AND LOSS OF VISION IS THE PUNISHMENT THAT FOLLOWS THE TAKING OF BRIBES. "A GIFT," IT IS SAID, "BLINDS THE EYES OF THE WISE." NEVERTHELESS, HIS BLINDNESS PROVED A BENEFIT FOR ISAAC AS WELL AS JACOB. IN CONSEQUENCE OF HIS PHYSICAL AILMENTS, ISAAC HAD TO KEEP AT HOME, AND SO HE WAS SPARED THE PAIN OF BEING POINTED OUT BY THE PEOPLE AS THE FATHER OF THE WICKED ESAU. AND, AGAIN, IF HIS POWER OF VISION HAD BEEN UNIMPAIRED, HE WOULD NOT HAVE BLESSED JACOB. AS IT WAS, GOD TREATED HIM AS A PHYSICIAN TREATS A SICK MAN WHO IS FORBIDDEN TO DRINK WINE, FOR WHICH, HOWEVER, HE HAS A STRONG [SEXLESS] DESIRE. TO PLACATE HIM, THE PHYSICIAN ORDERS THAT WARM WATER BE GIVEN HIM IN THE DARK, AND HE BE TOLD THAT IT IS WINE. WHEN ISAAC REACHED THE AGE OF ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-THREE, AND WAS THUS APPROACHING THE YEARS ATTAINED BY HIS MOTHER, HE BEGAN TO MEDITATE UPON HIS END. IT IS PROPER THAT A MAN SHOULD PREPARE FOR DEATH WHEN HE COMES CLOSE TO THE AGE AT WHICH EITHER OF HIS PARENTS PASSED OUT OF LIFE. ISAAC REFLECTED THAT HE DID NOT KNOW WHETHER THE AGE ALLOTTED TO HIM WAS HIS MOTHER'S OR HIS FATHER'S, AND HE THEREFORE RESOLVED TO BESTOW HIS BLESSING UPON HIS OLDER SON, ESAU, BEFORE DEATH SHOULD OVERTAKE HIM. HE SUMMONED ESAU, AND HE SAID, "MY SON," AND ESAU REPLIED, "HERE AM I," BUT THE HOLY SPIRIT INTERPOSED: "THOUGH HE DISGUISES HIS VOICE AND MAKES IT SOUND SWEET, PUT NO CONFIDENCE IN HIM. THERE ARE SEVEN ABOMINATIONS IN HIS HEART. HE WILL DESTROY SEVEN HOLY PLACES--THE TABERNACLE, THE SANCTUARIES AT GILGAL, SHILOH, NOB, AND GIBEON, AND THE FIRST AND THE SECOND TEMPLE." GENTLY THOUGH ESAU CONTINUED TO SPEAK TO HIS FATHER, HE YET LONGED FOR HIS END TO COME. BUT ISAAC WAS STRICKEN WITH SPIRITUAL AS WELL AS PHYSICAL BLINDNESS. THE HOLY SPIRIT DESERTED HIM, AND HE COULD NOT DISCERN THE WICKEDNESS OF HIS OLDER SON. HE BADE HIM SHARPEN HIS SLAUGHTERING KNIVES AND BEWARE OF BRINGING HIM THE FLESH OF AN ANIMAL THAT HAD DIED OF ITSELF, OR HAD BEEN TORN BY A BEAST, AND HE WAS TO GUARD ALSO AGAINST PUTTING AN ANIMAL BEFORE ISAAC THAT HAD BEEN STOLEN FROM ITS RIGHTFUL OWNER. "THEN," CONTINUED ISAAC, "WILL I BLESS HIM WHO IS WORTHY OF BEING BLESSED." THIS CHARGE WAS LAID UPON ESAU ON THE EVE OF THE PASSOVER, AND ISAAC SAID TO HIM: "TO-NIGHT THE WHOLE WORLD WILL SING THE HALLEL UNTO GOD. IT IS THE NIGHT WHEN THE STOREHOUSES OF DEW ARE UNLOCKED. THEREFORE, PREPARE DAINTIES FOR ME, THAT MY SOUL MAY BLESS THEE BEFORE I DIE." BUT THE HOLY SPIRIT INTERPOSED, "EAT NOT THE BREAD OF HIM THAT HATH AN EVIL EYE." ISAAC'S LONGING FOR TIDBITS WAS DUE TO HIS BLINDNESS. AS THE SIGHTLESS CANNOT BEHOLD THE FOOD THEY EAT, THEY DO NOT ENJOY IT WITH FULL RELISH, AND THEIR APPETITE MUST BE [SEXUALLY] TEMPTED WITH PARTICULARLY PALATABLE MORSELS. ESAU SALLIED FORTH TO PROCURE WHAT HIS FATHER [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED, LITTLE RECKING THE WHENCE OR HOW, WHETHER BY ROBBERY OR THEFT. TO HINDER THE QUICK EXECUTION OF HIS FATHER'S ORDER, GOD SENT SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ON THE CHASE WITH ESAU. HE WAS TO DELAY HIM AS LONG AS POSSIBLE. ESAU WOULD CATCH A DEER AND LEAVE HIM LYING BOUND, WHILE HE PURSUED OTHER GAME. IMMEDIATELY SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WOULD COME AND LIBERATE THE DEER, AND WHEN ESAU RETURNED TO THE SPOT, HIS VICTIM WAS NOT TO BE FOUND. THIS WAS REPEATED SEVERAL TIMES. AGAIN, AND AGAIN THE QUARRY WAS RUN DOWN, AND BOUND, AND LIBERATED, SO THAT JACOB WAS ABLE MEANWHILE TO CARRY OUT THE PLAN OF REBEKAH WHEREBY HE WOULD BE BLESSED INSTEAD OF ESAU. THOUGH REBEKAH HAD NOT HEARD THE WORDS THAT HAD PASSED BETWEEN ISAAC AND ESAU, THEY NEVERTHELESS WERE REVEALED TO HER THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND SHE RESOLVED TO RESTRAIN HER HUSBAND FROM TAKING A FALSE STEP. SHE WAS NOT ACTUATED [TURNED ON] BY [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR JACOB, BUT BY THE WISH OF KEEPING ISAAC FROM COMMITTING A DETESTABLE [SEXUAL] ACT. REBEKAH SAID TO JACOB: "THIS NIGHT THE STOREHOUSES OF DEW ARE UNLOCKED; IT IS THE NIGHT DURING WHICH THE CELESTIAL BEINGS CHANT THE HALLEL UNTO GOD, THE NIGHT SET APART FOR THE DELIVERANCE OF THY CHILDREN FROM EGYPT, ON WHICH THEY, TOO, WILL SING THE HALLEL. GO NOW AND PREPARE SAVORY MEAT FOR THY FATHER, THAT HE MAY BLESS THEE BEFORE HIS DEATH. DO AS I BID THEE, OBEY ME AS THOU ART WONT, FOR THOU ART MY SON WHOSE CHILDREN, EVERY ONE, WILL BE GOOD AND GOD-FEARING--NOT ONE SHALL BE GRACELESS." IN SPITE OF HIS GREAT RESPECT FOR HIS MOTHER, JACOB REFUSED AT FIRST TO HEED HER COMMAND. HE FEARED HE MIGHT COMMIT A [SEXUAL] SIN, ESPECIALLY AS HE MIGHT THUS BRING HIS FATHER'S [SEXUAL] CURSE DOWN UPON HIM. AS IT WAS, ISAAC MIGHT STILL HAVE A BLESSING FOR HIM, AFTER GIVING ESAU HIS. BUT REBEKAH ALLAYED HIS ANXIETIES, WITH THE WORDS: "WHEN ADAM WAS [SEXUALLY] CURSED, THE MALEDICTION FELL UPON HIS MOTHER, THE EARTH, AND SO SHALL I, THY MOTHER, BEAR THE IMPRECATION, IF THY FATHER [SEXUALLY] CURSES THEE. MOREOVER, IF THE WORST COMES TO THE WORST, I AM PREPARED TO STEP BEFORE THY FATHER AND TELL HIM, 'ESAU IS A VILLAIN, AND JACOB IS A RIGHTEOUS MAN.'" THUS, CONSTRAINED BY HIS MOTHER, JACOB, IN TEARS AND WITH BODY BOWED, WENT OFF TO EXECUTE THE PLAN MADE BY REBEKAH. AS HE WAS TO PROVIDE A PASSOVER MEAL, SHE BADE HIM GET TWO KIDS, ONE FOR THE PASSOVER SACRIFICE AND ONE FOR THE FESTIVAL SACRIFICE. TO SOOTHE JACOB'S CONSCIENCE, SHE ADDED THAT HER MARRIAGE CONTRACT ENTITLED HER TO TWO KIDS DAILY. "AND," SHE CONTINUED, "THESE TWO KIDS WILL BRING GOOD UNTO THEE, THE BLESSING OF THY FATHER, AND THEY WILL BRING GOOD UNTO THY CHILDREN, FOR TWO KIDS WILL BE THE ATONING SACRIFICE OFFERED ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT." JACOB'S HESITATION WAS NOT YET REMOVED. HIS FATHER, HE FEARED, WOULD TOUCH HIM AND CONVINCE HIMSELF THAT HE WAS NOT HAIRY, AND THEREFORE NOT HIS SON ESAU. ACCORDINGLY, REBEKAH TORE THE SKINS OF THE TWO KIDS INTO STRIPS AND SEWED THEM TOGETHER, FOR JACOB WAS SO TALL A GIANT THAT OTHERWISE THEY WOULD NOT HAVE SUFFICED TO COVER HIS HANDS. TO MAKE JACOB'S DISGUISE COMPLETE, REBEKAH FELT JUSTIFIED IN PUTTING ESAU'S WONDERFUL GARMENTS ON HIM. THEY WERE THE HIGH PRIESTLY RAIMENT IN WHICH GOD HAD CLOTHED ADAM, "THE FIRST-BORN OF THE WORLD," FOR IN THE DAYS BEFORE THE ERECTION OF THE TABERNACLE ALL THE FIRST-BORN MALES OFFICIATED AS PRIESTS. FROM ADAM THESE GARMENTS DESCENDED TO NOAH, WHO TRANSMITTED THEM TO SHEM, AND SHEM BEQUEATHED THEM TO ABRAHAM, AND ABRAHAM TO HIS SON ISAAC, FROM WHOM THEY REACHED ESAU AS THE OLDER OF HIS TWO SONS. IT WAS THE OPINION OF REBEKAH THAT AS JACOB HAD BOUGHT THE BIRTHRIGHT FROM HIS BROTHER, HE HAD THEREBY COME INTO POSSESSION OF THE GARMENTS AS WELL. THERE WAS NO NEED FOR HER TO GO AND FETCH THEM FROM THE HOUSE OF ESAU. HE KNEW HIS WIVES FAR TOO WELL TO ENTRUST SO PRECIOUS A TREASURE TO THEM; THEY WERE IN THE SAFE-KEEPING OF HIS MOTHER. BESIDES, HE USED THEM MOST FREQUENTLY IN THE HOUSE OF HIS PARENTS. AS A RULE, HE DID NOT LAY MUCH STRESS UPON DECENT APPAREL. HE WAS WILLING TO APPEAR ON THE STREET CLAD IN RAGS, BUT HE CONSIDERED IT HIS DUTY TO WAIT UPON HIS FATHER ARRAYED IN HIS BEST. "MY FATHER," ESAU WAS IN THE HABIT OF SAYING, "IS A KING IN MY SIGHT, AND IT WOULD ILL BECOME ME TO SERVE BEFORE HIM IN ANY THING BUT ROYAL APPAREL." TO THE GREAT RESPECT HE MANIFESTED TOWARD HIS FATHER, THE DESCENDANTS OF ESAU OWE ALL THEIR GOOD FORTUNE ON EARTH. THUS, DOTH GOD REWARD A GOOD [SEXLESS] DEED. REBEKAH LED JACOB EQUIPPED AND ARRAYED IN THIS WAY TO THE DOOR OF ISAAC'S CHAMBER. THERE SHE PARTED FROM HIM WITH THE WORDS, "HENCEFORWARD MAY THY [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ASSIST THEE." JACOB ENTERED, ADDRESSING ISAAC WITH "FATHER," AND RECEIVING THE RESPONSE, "HERE AM I! WHO ART THOU, MY SON?" HE REPLIED EQUIVOCALLY, "IT IS I, THY FIRST-BORN SON IS ESAU." HE SOUGHT TO AVOID A FALSEHOOD, AND YET NOT BETRAY THAT HE WAS JACOB. ISAAC THEN SAID: "THOU ART GREATLY IN HASTE TO SECURE THY BLESSING. THY FATHER ABRAHAM WAS SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS OLD WHEN HE WAS BLESSED, AND THOU ART BUT SIXTY-THREE." JACOB REPLIED AWKWARDLY, "BECAUSE THE LORD THY GOG SENT ME GOOD SPEED." ISAAC CONCLUDED AT ONCE THAT THIS WAS NOT ESAU, FOR HE WOULD NOT HAVE MENTIONED THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND HE MADE UP HIS MIND TO FEEL THE SON BEFORE HIM AND MAKE SURE WHO HE WAS. TERROR SEIZED UPON JACOB AT THE WORDS OF ISAAC, "COME NEAR, I PRAY THEE, THAT I MAY FEEL THEE, MY SON." A COLD SWEAT COVERED HIS BODY, AND HIS HEART MELTED LIKE WAX. THEN GOD CAUSED THE ARCHANGELS MICHAEL AND GABRIEL TO DESCEND. THE ONE SEIZED HIS RIGHT HAND, THE OTHER HIS LEFT HAND, WHILE THE LORD GOD HIMSELF SUPPORTED HIM, THAT HIS COURAGE MIGHT NOT FAIL HIM. ISAAC FELT HIM, AND, FINDING HIS HANDS HAIRY, HE SAID, "THE VOICE IS JACOB'S VOICE, BUT THE HANDS ARE THE HANDS OF ESAU," WORDS IN WHICH HE CONVEYED THE PROPHECY THAT SO LONG AS THE VOICE OF JACOB IS HEARD IN THE HOUSES OF PRAYER AND OF LEARNING, THE HANDS OF ESAU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO PREVAIL AGAINST HIM. "YES," HE CONTINUED, "IT IS THE VOICE OF JACOB, THE VOICE THAT IMPOSES SILENCE UPON THOSE ON EARTH AND IN HEAVEN," FOR EVEN THE ANGELS MAY NOT RAISE THEIR VOICES IN PRAISE OF GOD UNTIL ISRAEL HAS FINISHED HIS PRAYERS. ISAAC'S SCRUPLES ABOUT BLESSING THE SON BEFORE HIM WERE NOT YET REMOVED, FOR WITH HIS PROPHETICAL EYE HE FORESAW THAT THIS ONE WOULD HAVE DESCENDANTS WHO WOULD VEX THE LORD. AT THE SAME TIME, IT WAS REVEALED TO HIM THAT EVEN THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS IN ISRAEL WOULD TURN PENITENTS, AND THEN HE WAS READY TO BLESS JACOB. HE BADE HIM COME NEAR AND KISS HIM, TO INDICATE THAT IT WOULD BE JACOB WHO WOULD IMPRINT THE LAST KISS UPON ISAAC BEFORE HE WAS CONSIGNED TO THE GRAVE, HE AND NONE OTHER. WHEN JACOB STOOD CLOSE TO HIM, HE DISCERNED THE FRAGRANCE OF PARADISE CLINGING TO HIM, AND HE EXCLAIMED, "SEE, THE SMELL OF MY SON IS AS THE SMELL OF THE FIELD WHICH THE LORD HATH BLESSED." THE FRAGRANCE EMANATING FROM JACOB WAS NOT THE ONLY THING ABOUT HIM DERIVED FROM PARADISE. THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL HAD FETCHED THENCE THE WINE WHICH JACOB GAVE HIS FATHER TO DRINK, THAT AN EXALTED MOOD MIGHT DESCEND UPON HIM, FOR ONLY WHEN A MAN IS JOYOUSLY EXCITED THE SHEKINAH RESTS UPON HIM. THE HOLY SPIRIT FILLED ISAAC, AND HE GAVE JACOB HIS TENFOLD BLESSING: "GOD GIVE THEE OF THE DEW OF HEAVEN," THE CELESTIAL DEW WHEREWITH GOD WILL AWAKEN THE PIOUS TO NEW LIFE IN DAYS TO COME; "AND OF THE FATNESS OF THE EARTH," THE GOODS OF THIS WORLD; "AND PLENTY OF CORN AND WINE," THE TORAH AND THE COMMANDMENTS WHICH BESTOW THE SAME JOY UPON MAN AS ABUNDANT HARVESTS; "PEOPLES SHALL SERVE THEE," THE JAPHETHITES AND THE HAMITES; "NATIONS SHALL BOW DOWN TO THEE," THE SHEMITE NATIONS; "THOU WILT BE LORD OVER THY BRETHREN," THE ISHMAELITES AND THE DESCENDANTS OF KETURAH; "THY MOTHER'S SONS WILL BOW DOWN TO THEE," ESAU AND HIS PRINCES; "[SEXUAL] CURSED BE EVERY ONE THAT [SEXUALLY] CURSETH THEE," LIKE BALAAM; "AND [SEXLESS] BLESSED BE EVERY ONE THAT [SEXLESSLY] BLESSETH THEE," LIKE MOSES. FOR EACH BLESSING INVOKED UPON JACOB BY HIS FATHER ISAAC, A SIMILAR BLESSING WAS BESTOWED UPON HIM BY GOD HIMSELF IN THE SAME WORDS. AS ISAAC BLESSED HIM WITH DEW, SO ALSO GOD: "AND THE REMNANT OF JACOB SHALL BE IN THE MIDST OF MANY PEOPLES AS DEW FROM THE LORD." ISAAC BLESSED HIM WITH THE FATNESS OF THE EARTH, SO ALSO GOD: "AND HE SHALL GIVE THE RAIN OF THY SEED, THAT THOU SHALT SOW THE GROUND WITHAL; AND BREAD OF THE INCREASE OF THE GROUND, AND IT SHALL BE FAT AND PLENTEOUS." ISAAC BLESSED HIM WITH PLENTY OF CORN AND WINE, SO ALSO GOD: "I WILL SEND YOU CORN AND WINE." ISAAC SAID, "PEOPLES SHALL SERVE THEE," SO ALSO GOD: "KINGS SHALL BE THY NURSING FATHERS, AND THEIR QUEENS THY NURSING MOTHERS; THEY SHALL BOW DOWN TO THEE WITH THEIR FACES TO THE EARTH, AND LICK THE DUST OF THY FEET." ISAAC SAID, "NATIONS SHALL BOW DOWN TO THEE," SO ALSO GOD: "AND HE WILL MAKE THEE HIGH ABOVE ALL NATIONS WHICH HE HATH MADE, IN PRAISE, AND IN NAME, AND IN HONOR." TO THIS DOUBLE BLESSING HIS MOTHER REBEKAH JOINED HERS: "FOR HE SHALL GIVE HIS ANGELS CHARGE OVER THEE, TO KEEP THEE IN ALL THY WAYS. THEY SHALL BEAR THEE UP IN THEIR HANDS, LEST THOU DASH THY FEET AGAINST A STONE. THOU SHALT TREAD UPON THE LION AND ADDER; THE YOUNG LION AND THE SERPENT SHALT THOU TRAMPLE UNDER FEET. BECAUSE HE HATH SET HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE UPON ME, THEREFORE WILL I DELIVER HIM; I WILL SET HIM ON HIGH, BECAUSE HE HATH KNOWN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]." THE HOLY SPIRIT ADDED IN TURN: "HE SHALL CALL UPON ME, AND I WILL ANSWER HIM; I WILL BE WITH HIM IN TROUBLE; I WILL DELIVER HIM, AND HONOR HIM. WITH LONG LIFE WILL I SATISFY HIM, AND SHOW HIM MY SALVATION." JACOB LEFT THE PRESENCE OF HIS FATHER CROWNED LIKE A BRIDEGROOM, ADORNED LIKE A BRIDE, AND BATHED IN CELESTIAL DEW, WHICH FILLED HIS BONES WITH MARROW, AND TRANSFORMED HIM INTO A HERO AND A GIANT. OF A MIRACLE DONE FOR HIM AT THAT VERY MOMENT JACOB HIMSELF WAS NOT AWARE. HAD HE TARRIED WITH HIS FATHER AN INSTANT LONGER, ESAU WOULD HAVE MET HIM THERE, AND WOULD SURELY HAVE SLAIN HIM. IT HAPPENED THAT EXACTLY AS JACOB WAS ON THE POINT OF LEAVING THE TENT OF HIS FATHER, CARRYING IN HIS HANDS THE PLATES OFF WHICH ISAAC HAD EATEN, HE NOTICED ESAU APPROACHING, AND HE CONCEALED HIMSELF BEHIND THE DOOR. FORTUNATELY, IT WAS A REVOLVING DOOR, SO THAT THOUGH HE COULD SEE ESAU, HE COULD NOT BE SEEN BY HIM.
ESAU’S TRUE CHARACTER REVEALED
ESAU ARRIVED AFTER A DELAY OF FOUR HOURS. IN SPITE OF ALL THE EFFORTS HE HAD PUT FORTH, HE HAD NOT SUCCEEDED IN CATCHING ANY GAME, AND HE WAS COMPELLED TO KILL A DOG AND PREPARE ITS FLESH FOR HIS FATHER'S MEAL. ALL THIS HAD MADE ESAU ILL-HUMORED, AND WHEN HE BADE HIS FATHER PARTAKE OF THE MEAL, THE INVITATION SOUNDED HARSH. "LET MY FATHER ARISE," HE SAID, "AND EAT OF HIS SON'S VENISON." JACOB HAD SPOKEN DIFFERENTLY; HE HAD SAID, "ARISE, I PRAY THEE, SIT AND EAT OF MY VENISON." THE WORDS OF ESAU TERRIFIED ISAAC GREATLY. HIS FRIGHT EXCEEDED THAT WHICH HE HAD FELT WHEN HIS FATHER WAS ABOUT TO OFFER HIM AS A SACRIFICE, AND HE CRIED OUT, "WHO THEN IS HE THAT HATH BEEN THE MEDIATOR BETWEEN ME AND THE LORD, TO MAKE THE BLESSING REACH JACOB?"- WORDS MEANT TO IMPLY THAT HE SUSPECTED REBEKAH OF HAVING INSTIGATED JACOB'S ACT. ISAAC'S ALARM WAS CAUSED BY HIS SEEING HELL AT THE FEET OF ESAU. SCARCELY HAD HE ENTERED THE HOUSE WHEN THE WALLS THEREOF BEGAN TO GET HOT ON ACCOUNT OF THE NEARNESS OF HELL, WHICH HE BROUGHT ALONG WITH HIM. ISAAC COULD NOT BUT EXCLAIM, "WHO WILL BE BURNT DOWN YONDER, I OR MY SON JACOB?" AND THE LORD ANSWERED HIM, "NEITHER THOU NOR JACOB, BUT THE HUNTER." ISAAC TOLD ESAU THAT THE MEAT SET BEFORE HIM BY JACOB HAD HAD MARVELLOUS QUALITIES. ANY SAVOR THAT ONE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED IT POSSESSED, IT WAS EVEN ENDOWED WITH THE TASTE OF THE FOOD THAT GOD WILL GRANT THE PIOUS IN THE WORLD TO COME. "I KNOW NOT," HE SAID, "WHAT THE MEAT WAS. BUT I HAD ONLY TO WISH FOR BREAD, AND IT TASTED LIKE BREAD, OR FISH, OR LOCUSTS, OR FLESH OF ANIMALS, IN SHORT, IT HAD THE TASTE OF ANY DAINTY ONE COULD WISH FOR." WHEN ESAU HEARD THE WORD "FLESH," HE BEGAN TO WEEP, AND HE SAID: "TO ME JACOB GAVE NO MORE THAN A DISH OF LENTILS, AND IN PAYMENT FOR IT HE TOOK MY BIRTHRIGHT. WHAT MUST HE HAVE TAKEN FROM THEE FOR FLESH OF ANIMALS?" HITHERTO ISAAC HAD BEEN IN GREAT ANGUISH ON ACCOUNT OF THE THOUGHT THAT HE HAD COMMITTED A WRONG IN GIVING HIS BLESSING TO HIS YOUNGER SON INSTEAD OF THE FIRSTBORN, TO WHOM IT BELONGED BY [SEXLESS] LAW AND CUSTOM. BUT WHEN HE HEARD THAT JACOB HAD ACQUIRED THE BIRTHRIGHT FROM ESAU, HE SAID, "I GAVE MY BLESSING TO THE RIGHT ONE!" IN HIS DISMAY, ISAAC HAD HAD THE INTENTION OF [SEXUALLY] CURSING JACOB FOR HAVING WRESTED THE [SEXLESS] BLESSING FROM HIM THROUGH CUNNING. GOD PREVENTED HIM FROM CARRYING OUT HIS PLAN. HE REMINDED HIM THAT HE WOULD BUT [SEXUAL] CURSE HIMSELF, SEEING THAT HIS BLESSING CONTAINED THE WORDS, "[SEXUALLY] CURSED BE EVERY ONE THAT [SEXUAL] CURSETH THEE." BUT ISAAC WAS NOT WILLING TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIS BLESSING VALID AS APPLIED TO JACOB, UNTIL HE WAS INFORMED THAT HIS SECOND SON WAS THE POSSESSOR OF THE BIRTHRIGHT. ONLY THEN DID HE SAY, "YEA, HE SHALL BE BLESSED," WHEREAT ESAU CRIED WITH AN EXCEEDING GREAT AND BITTER CRY. BY WAY OF PUNISHMENT FOR HAVING BEEN THE CAUSE OF SUCH DISTRESS, A DESCENDANT OF JACOB, MORDECAI, WAS ALSO MADE TO CRY WITH A LOUD AND BITTER CRY, AND HIS GRIEF WAS BROUGHT FORTH BY THE AMALEKITE HAMAN, THE DESCENDANT OF ESAU. AT THE WORDS OF ISAAC, "THY BROTHER CAME WITH WISDOM, AND HATH TAKEN AWAY THY BLESSING," ESAU SPAT OUT IN VEXATION, AND SAID, "HE TOOK AWAY MY BIRTHRIGHT, AND I KEPT SILENCE, AND NOW THAT HE TAKES AWAY MY BLESSING, SHOULD I ALSO KEEP SILENCE? IS NOT HE RIGHTLY NAMED JACOB? FOR HE HATH SUPPLANTED ME THESE TWO TIMES." ISAAC CONTINUED TO SPEAK TO ESAU: "BEHOLD, I HAVE MADE HIM THY LORD, HE IS THY KING, AND DO WHAT THOU WILT, THY BLESSINGS WILL STILL BELONG TO HIM; ALL HIS BRETHREN HAVE I GIVEN TO HIM FOR SLAVES, AND WHAT SLAVES POSSESS BELONGS TO THEIR OWNER. THERE IS NOTHING FOR IT, THOU MUST BE CONTENT THAT THOU WILT RECEIVE THY BREAD BAKED FROM THY MASTER." THE LORD TOOK IT ILL OF ISAAC THAT HE CHEERED HIM WITH SUCH KIND WORDS. "TO MINE ENEMY," HE REPROACHED HIM, "THOU SAYEST, 'WHAT SHALL I DO FOR THEE, MY SON?' " ISAAC REPLIED, "O THAT HE MIGHT FIND GRACE WITH THEE!" GOD: "HE IS A RECREANT." ISAAC: "DOTH HE NOT, ACT RIGHTEOUSLY WHEN HE HONORS HIS PARENTS?" GOD: "IN THE LAND OF UPRIGHTNESS WILL HE DEAL WRONGFULLY, HE WILL STRETCH HIS HAND FORTH IN DAYS TO COME AGAINST THE TEMPLE." ISAAC: "THEN LET HIM ENJOY MUCH GOOD IN THIS WORLD, THAT HE MAY NOT BEHOLD THE ABIDING-PLACE OF THE LORD IN THE WORLD TO COME." WHEN IT BECAME PLAIN TO ESAU THAT HE COULD NOT INDUCE HIS FATHER TO ANNUL THE BLESSING BESTOWED UPON JACOB, HE TRIED TO FORCE A BLESSING FOR HIMSELF BY AN UNDERHAND TRICK. HE SAID: "HAST THOU BUT ONE BLESSING, MY FATHER? BLESS ME, EVEN ME ALSO, O MY FATHER, ELSE IT WILL BE SAID THOU HAST BUT ONE BLESSING TO BESTOW. SUPPOSE BOTH JACOB AND I HAD BEEN RIGHTEOUS MEN, HAD NOT THEN THY GOD HAD TWO BLESSINGS, ONE FOR EACH?" THE LORD HIMSELF MADE REPLY: "SILENCE! JACOB WILL BLESS THE TWELVE TRIBES, AND EACH BLESSING WILL BE DIFFERENT FROM EVERY OTHER." BUT ISAAC FELT GREAT PITY FOR HIS OLDER SON, AND HE WANTED TO BLESS HIM, BUT THE SHEKINAH FORSOOK HIM, AND HE COULD NOT CARRY OUT WHAT HE PURPOSED. THEREUPON ESAU BEGAN TO WEEP. HE SHED THREE TEARS--ONE RAN FROM HIS RIGHT EYE, THE SECOND FROM HIS LEFT EYE, AND THE THIRD REMAINED HANGING FROM HIS EYELASH. GOD SAID, "THIS VILLAIN CRIES FOR HIS VERY LIFE, AND SHOULD I LET HIM DEPART EMPTY-HANDED?" AND THEN HE BADE ISAAC BLESS HIS OLDER SON. THE BLESSING OF ISAAC RAN THUS: "BEHOLD, OF THE FAT OF THE EARTH SHALL BE THY DWELLING," BY WHICH HE MEANT GREATER GREECE, IN ITALY; "AND OF THE DEW OF HEAVEN FROM ABOVE," REFERRING TO BET-GUBRIN; "AND BY THY SWORD SHALT THOU LIVE, AND THOU SHALT SERVE THY BROTHER," BUT WHEN HE CASTS OFF THE YOKE OF THE LORD, THEN SHALT THOU "SHAKE HIS YOKE FROM OFF THY NECK," AND THOU WILT BE HIS MASTER. THE BLESSING WHICH ISAAC GAVE TO HIS OLDER SON WAS BOUND TO NO CONDITION WHATSOEVER. WHETHER HE DESERVED THEM OR NOT, ESAU WAS TO ENJOY THE GOODS OF THIS WORLD. JACOB'S BLESSING, HOWEVER, DEPENDED UPON HIS PIOUS [SEXLESS] DEEDS; THROUGH THEM HE WOULD HAVE A JUST CLAIM UPON EARTHLY PROSPERITY. ISAAC THOUGHT: "JACOB IS A RIGHTEOUS MAN, HE WILL NOT MURMUR AGAINST GOD, THOUGH IT SHOULD COME TO PASS THAT SUFFERING BE INFLICTED UPON HIM IN SPITE OF HIS UPRIGHT LIFE. BUT THAT REPROBATE ESAU, IF HE SHOULD DO A GOOD [SEXLESS] DEED, OR PRAY TO GOD AND NOT BE HEARD, HE WOULD SAY, 'AS I PRAY TO THE IDOLS FOR NAUGHT, SO IT IS IN VAIN TO PRAY TO GOD.' " FOR THIS REASON, DID ISAAC BESTOW AN UNCONDITIONAL BLESSING UPON ESAU.
JACOB LEAVES HIS FATHER’S HOUSE
ESAU HATED HIS BROTHER JACOB ON ACCOUNT OF THE BLESSING THAT HIS FATHER HAD GIVEN HIM, AND JACOB WAS VERY MUCH AFRAID OF HIS BROTHER ESAU, AND HE FLED TO THE HOUSE OF EBER, THE SON OF SHEM, AND HE CONCEALED HIMSELF THERE FOURTEEN YEARS ON ACCOUNT OF HIS BROTHER ESAU, AND HE CONTINUED THERE TO LEARN THE [SEXLESS] WAYS OF THE LORD AND HIS [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS. WHEN ESAU SAW THAT JACOB HAD FLED AND ESCAPED FROM HIM, AND JACOB HAD CUNNINGLY OBTAINED THE BLESSING, THEN ESAU GRIEVED EXCEEDINGLY, AND HE WAS ALSO VEXED AT HIS FATHER AND MOTHER. HE ALSO ROSE UP AND TOOK HIS WIFE, AND WENT AWAY FROM HIS FATHER AND MOTHER TO THE LAND OF SEIR. THERE HE MARRIED HIS SECOND WIFE, BASEMATH, THE DAUGHTER OF ELON THE HITTITE, AND HE CALLED HER NAME ADAH, SAYING THAT THE BLESSING HAD IN THAT TIME PASSED FROM HIM. AFTER DWELLING IN SEIR FOR SIX MONTHS, ESAU RETURNED TO THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND PLACED HIS TWO WIVES IN HIS FATHER'S HOUSE IN HEBRON. AND THE WIVES OF ESAU VEXED AND PROVOKED ISAAC AND REBEKAH WITH THEIR WORKS, FOR THEY WALKED NOT IN THE [SEXLESS] WAYS OF THE LORD, BUT SERVED THEIR FATHERS' GODS OF WOOD AND STONE, AS THEIR FATHERS HAD TAUGHT THEM, AND THEY WERE MORE WICKED THAN THEIR FATHERS. THEY SACRIFICED AND BURNT INCENSE TO THE BAALIM, AND ISAAC AND REBEKAH BECAME WEARY OF THEM. AND AT THE END OF FOURTEEN YEARS OF JACOB'S RESIDING IN THE HOUSE OF EBER, JACOB [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO SEE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER, AND HE RETURNED HOME. ESAU HAD FORGOTTEN IN THOSE DAYS WHAT JACOB HAD DONE TO HIM, IN HAVING TAKEN THE BLESSING FROM HIM, BUT WHEN ESAU SAW JACOB RETURNING TO HIS PARENTS, HE REMEMBERED WHAT JACOB HAD DONE TO HIM, AND HE WAS GREATLY INCENSED AGAINST HIM, AND HE SOUGHT TO SLAY HIM. BUT ESAU WOULD NOT KILL JACOB WHILE HIS FATHER WAS YET ALIVE, LEST ISAAC BEGET ANOTHER SON. HE WANTED TO BE SURE OF BEING THE ONLY HEIR. HOWEVER, HIS HATRED AGAINST JACOB WAS SO GREAT THAT HE DETERMINED TO HASTEN THE DEATH OF HIS FATHER AND THEN DISPATCH JACOB. SUCH MURDEROUS PLANS ESAU CHERISHED IN HIS HEART, THOUGH HE DENIED THAT HE WAS HARBORING THEM. BUT GOD SPOKE, "PROBABLY THOU KNOWEST NOT THAT I EXAMINE THE HEARTS OF MEN, FOR I AM THE LORD THAT SEARCHETH THE HEART." AND NOT GOD ALONE KNEW THE SECRET [SEXUAL] DESIRES OF ESAU. REBEKAH, LIKE ALL THE MOTHERS, WAS A PROPHETESS, AND SHE DELAYED NOT TO WARN JACOB OF THE DANGER THAT HUNG OVER HIM. "THY BROTHER," SHE SAID TO HIM, "IS AS SURE OF ACCOMPLISHING HIS WICKED PURPOSE AS THOUGH THOU WERT DEAD. NOW THEREFORE, MY SON, OBEY MY VOICE, AND ARISE, FLEE THOU TO LABAN MY BROTHER, TO HARAN, AND TARRY WITH HIM FOR SEVEN YEARS, UNTIL THY BROTHER'S FURY, TURN AWAY." IN THE GOODNESS OF HER HEART, REBEKAH COULD NOT BUT BELIEVE THAT THE ANGER OF ESAU WAS ONLY A FLEETING [SEXUAL] PASSION [1ST JOHN 2:15-17], AND WOULD DISAPPEAR IN THE COURSE OF TIME. BUT SHE WAS MISTAKEN, HIS HATE PERSISTED UNTIL THE END OF HIS LIFE. COURAGEOUS AS HE WAS, JACOB WOULD NOT RUN AWAY FROM DANGER. HE SAID TO HIS MOTHER, "I AM NOT AFRAID; IF HE WISHES TO KILL ME, I WILL KILL HIM," TO WHICH SHE REPLIED, "LET ME NOT BE BEREAVED OF BOTH MY SONS IN ONE DAY." BY WORDS REBEKAH AGAIN SHOWED HER PROPHETIC GIFT. AS SHE SPOKE, SO IT HAPPENED--WHEN THEIR TIME CAME, ESAU WAS SLAIN WHILE THE BURIAL OF JACOB WAS TAKING PLACE. AND JACOB SAID TO REBEKAH: "BEHOLD, THOU KNOWEST THAT MY FATHER HAS BECOME OLD AND DOES NOT SEE, AND IF I LEAVE HIM AND GO AWAY, HE WILL BE ANGRY AND WILL [SEXUAL] CURSE ME. I WILL NOT GO; IF HE SENDS ME, ONLY THEN WILL I GO." ACCORDINGLY, REBEKAH WENT TO ISAAC, AND AMID TEARS SHE SPOKE TO HIM THUS: "IF JACOB TAKE A WIFE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF HETH, WHAT GOOD SHALL MY LIFE DO ME?" AND ISAAC CALLED JACOB, AND CHARGED HIM, AND SAID UNTO HIM: "THOU SHALT NOT TAKE A WIFE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN, FOR THUS DID OUR FATHER ABRAHAM COMMAND US ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE LORD, WHICH HE HAD COMMANDED HIM, SAYING, 'UNTO THY SEED WILL I GIVE THE LAND; IF THY CHILDREN KEEP MY COVENANT THAT I HAVE MADE WITH THEE, THEN WILL I ALSO PERFORM TO THY CHILDREN THAT WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO THEE, AND I WILL NOT FORSAKE THEM.' NOW THEREFORE, MY SON, HEARKEN TO MY VOICE, TO ALL THAT I SHALL COMMAND THEE, AND REFRAIN FROM TAKING A WIFE FROM AMONGST THE DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN. ARISE, GO TO HARAN, TO THE HOUSE OF BETHUEL, THY MOTHER'S FATHER, AND TAKE THEE A WIFE FROM THENCE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF LABAN, THY MOTHER'S BROTHER. TAKE HEED LEST THOU SHOULDST FORGET THE LORD THY GOD AND ALL HIS WAYS IN THE LAND TO WHICH THOU GOEST, AND SHOULDST JOIN THYSELF TO THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND, AND PURSUE VANITY, AND FORSAKE THE LORD THY GOD. BUT WHEN THOU COMEST TO THE LAND, SERVE THE LORD. DO NOT TURN TO THE RIGHT OR TO THE LEFT FROM THE WAY WHICH I COMMANDED THEE, AND WHICH THOU DIDST LEARN. AND MAY THE ALMIGHTY GOD GRANT THEE FAVOR BEFORE THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND, THAT THOU MAYEST TAKE A WIFE THERE ACCORDING TO THY CHOICE, ONE WHO IS GOOD AND UPRIGHT IN THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD. AND MAY GOD GIVE UNTO THEE AND THY SEED THE BLESSING OF THY FATHER ABRAHAM AND MAKE THEE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY THEE, AND MAYEST THOU BECOME A MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE IN THE LAND WHITHER THOU GOEST, AND MAY GOD CAUSE THEE TO RETURN TO THY LAND, THE LAND OF THY FATHER'S DWELLING, WITH CHILDREN AND WITH GREAT RICHES, WITH JOY AND WITH PLEASURE." AS THE VALUE OF A DOCUMENT IS ATTESTED BY ITS CONCLUDING WORDS, THE SIGNATURE OF THE WITNESSES, SO ISAAC CONFIRMED THE BLESSING HE HAD BESTOWED UPON JACOB. THAT NONE MIGHT SAY JACOB HAD SECURED IT BY INTRIGUE AND CUNNING, HE BLESSED HIM AGAIN WITH THREE BLESSINGS, IN THESE WORDS, "IN SO FAR AS I AM ENDOWED WITH THE POWER OF BLESSING, I BESTOW BLESSING UPON THEE. MAY GOD, WITH WHOM THERE IS ENDLESS BLESSING, GIVE THEE HIS, AND ALSO THE BLESSING WHEREWITH ABRAHAM [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO BLESS ME, DESISTING ONLY IN ORDER NOT TO PROVOKE THE JEALOUSY OF ISHMAEL." SEEING WITH HIS PROPHETIC EYE THAT THE SEED OF JACOB WOULD ONCE BE COMPELLED TO GO INTO EXILE, ISAAC OFFERED UP ONE MORE PETITION, THAT GOD WOULD BRING THE EXILES BACK AGAIN. HE SAID, "HE SHALL DELIVER THEE IN SIX TROUBLES, AND IN THE SEVENTH THERE SHALL NO EVIL TOUCH THEE." AND ALSO, REBEKAH PRAYED TO GOD IN BEHALF OF JACOB: "O LORD OF THE WORLD, LET NOT THE PURPOSE PROSPER WHICH ESAU HARBORS AGAINST JACOB. PUT A BRIDLE UPON HIM, THAT HE, ACCOMPLISH NOT ALL HE WILLS TO DO." WHEN ESAU OBSERVED THAT EVEN HIS FATHER'S [SEXLESS] LOVE HAD PASSED FROM HIM TO JACOB, HE WENT AWAY, TO ISHMAEL, AND HE ADDRESSED HIM AS FOLLOWS: "LO, AS THY FATHER GAVE ALL HIS POSSESSIONS TO THY BROTHER ISAAC, AND DISMISSED THEE WITH EMPTY HANDS, SO MY FATHER PURPOSETH TO DO TO ME. MAKE THYSELF READY THEN, GO FORTH AND SLAY THY BROTHER, AND I WILL SLAY MINE, AND THEN WE TWO SHALL DIVIDE THE WHOLE WORLD BETWEEN US." AND ISHMAEL REPLIED: "WHY DOST THOU WANT ME TO SLAY THY FATHER? THOU CANST DO IT THYSELF." ESAU SAID: "IT HATH HAPPENED AFORETIME THAT A MAN KILLED HIS BROTHER, CAIN MURDERED ABEL. BUT THAT A SON SHOULD KILL HIS FATHER IS UNHEARD OF." ESAU DID NOT REALLY SHRINK BACK FROM PARRICIDE, ONLY IT CHANCED NOT TO FIT THE PLAN HE HAD HATCHED. "IF ISHMAEL SLAYS MY FATHER," HE SAID TO HIMSELF, "I AM THE RIGHTFUL REDEEMER, AND I SHALL KILL ISHMAEL TO AVENGE MY FATHER, AND IF, THEN, I MURDER JACOB, TOO, EVERYTHING WILL BELONG TO ME, AS THE HEIR OF MY FATHER AND MY UNCLE." THIS SHOWS THAT ESAU'S MARRIAGE WITH MAHALATH, THE DAUGHTER OF ISHMAEL AND GRANDCHILD OF ABRAHAM, WAS NOT CONCLUDED OUT OF REGARD FOR HIS PARENTS, WHO WERE OPPOSED TO HIS TWO OTHER WIVES, DAUGHTERS OF THE CANAANITES. ALL HE [SEXUALLY] DESIRED WAS TO ENTER INTO AMICABLE RELATIONS WITH ISHMAEL IN ORDER TO EXECUTE HIS DEVILISH [SEXUAL] PLAN [JAMES 3:14-16]. BUT ESAU RECKONED WITHOUT HIS HOST. THE NIGHT BEFORE HIS WEDDING WITH MAHALATH ISHMAEL DIED, AND NEBAIOTH, THE SON OF ISHMAEL, STEPPED INTO HIS FATHER'S PLACE, AND GAVE AWAY HIS SISTER. HOW LITTLE IT HAD BEEN IN ESAU'S MIND TO MAKE HIS PARENTS HAPPY BY TAKING A GRANDDAUGHTER OF ABRAHAM TO WIFE, APPEARS FROM THE FACT THAT HE KEPT HIS TWO OTHER WIVES, THE CANAANITISH WOMEN. THE DAUGHTER OF ISHMAEL FOLLOWED THE EXAMPLE OF HER COMPANIONS, AND THUS SHE BUT ADDED TO THE GRIEF CAUSED THE PARENTS OF ESAU BY THEIR DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW. AND THE OPPORTUNITY MIGHT HAVE BEEN A MOST FAVORABLE ONE FOR ESAU TO TURN ASIDE FROM HIS GODLESS WAYS [ATHEISTIC] AND AMEND HIS [SEXLESS] CONDUCT, FOR THE BRIDEGROOM IS PARDONED ON HIS WEDDING DAY FOR ALL HIS [SEXUAL] SINS COMMITTED IN YEARS GONE BY. SCARCELY HAD JACOB LEFT HIS FATHER'S HOUSE, WHEN REBEKAH BEGAN TO WEEP, FOR SHE WAS SORELY DISTRESSED ABOUT HIM. ISAAC COMFORTED HER, SAYING: "WEEP NOT FOR JACOB! IN PEACE DOTH HE, DEPART AND IN PEACE WILL HE RETURN. THE LORD, GOD MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], WILL GUARD HIM AGAINST ALL EVIL AND BE WITH HIM. HE WILL NOT FORSAKE HIM ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE. HAVE NO FEAR FOR HIM, FOR HE WALKETH ON THE RIGHT PATH, HE IS A PERFECT MAN, AND HE HATH FAITH IN GOD--HE WILL NOT PERISH."
JACOB PURSUED BY ELIPHAZ AND ESAU
WHEN JACOB WENT AWAY TO GO TO HARAN, ESAU CALLED HIS SON ELIPHAZ, AND SECRETLY SPOKE UNTO HIM, SAYING: "NOW HASTEN, TAKE THY SWORD IN THY HAND AND PURSUE JACOB, AND PASS BEFORE HIM IN THE ROAD, AND LURK FOR HIM AND SLAY HIM WITH THY SWORD IN ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS, AND TAKE ALL BELONGING UNTO HIM, AND COME BACK." AND ELIPHAZ WAS DEXTEROUS AND EXPERT WITH THE BOW, AS HIS FATHER HAD TAUGHT HIM, AND HE WAS A NOTED HUNTER IN THE FIELD AND A VALIANT MAN. AND ELIPHAZ DID AS HIS FATHER HAD COMMANDED HIM. AND ELIPHAZ WAS AT THAT TIME THIRTEEN YEARS OLD, AND HE AROSE AND WENT AND TOOK TEN OF HIS MOTHER'S BROTHERS WITH HIM, AND PURSUED JACOB. AND HE FOLLOWED JACOB CLOSELY, AND WHEN HE OVERTOOK HIM, HE LAY IN AMBUSH FOR HIM ON THE BORDERS OF THE LAND OF CANAAN, OPPOSITE TO THE CITY OF SHECHEM. AND JACOB SAW ELIPHAZ AND HIS MEN PURSUING AFTER HIM, AND JACOB STOOD IN THE PLACE IN WHICH HE WAS GOING IN ORDER TO KNOW WHAT IT WAS, FOR HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND THEIR PURPOSE. ELIPHAZ DREW HIS SWORD AND WENT ON ADVANCING, HE AND HIS MEN, TOWARD JACOB, AND JACOB SAID UNTO THEM, "WHEREFORE HAVE YOU COME HITHER, AND WHY DO YOU PURSUE WITH YOUR SWORDS?" ELIPHAZ CAME NEAR TO JACOB, AND ANSWERED AS FOLLOWS, "THUS DID MY FATHER COMMAND ME, AND NOW THEREFORE I WILL NOT DEVIATE FROM THE ORDERS WHICH MY FATHER GAVE ME." AND WHEN JACOB SAW THAT ESAU HAD IMPRESSED HIS COMMAND URGENTLY UPON ELIPHAZ, HE APPROACHED AND SUPPLICATED ELIPHAZ AND HIS MEN, SAYING, "BEHOLD, ALL THAT I HAVE, AND THAT WHICH MY FATHER AND MOTHER GAVE UNTO ME, THAT TAKE UNTO THEE AND GO FROM ME, AND DO NOT SLAY ME, AND MAY THIS THING THAT THOU WILT DO WITH ME BE ACCOUNTED UNTO THEE AS RIGHTEOUSNESS." AND THE LORD CAUSED JACOB TO FIND FAVOR IN THE SIGHT OF ELIPHAZ AND HIS MEN, AND THEY HEARKENED TO THE VOICE OF JACOB, AND THEY DID NOT PUT HIM TO DEATH, BUT TOOK ALL HIS BELONGINGS, TOGETHER WITH THE SILVER AND GOLD THAT HE HAD BROUGHT WITH HIM FROM BEER-SHEBA. THEY LEFT HIM NOTHING. WHEN ELIPHAZ AND HIS MEN RETURNED TO ESAU, AND TOLD HIM ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED TO THEM WITH JACOB, HE WAS WROTH WITH HIS SON ELIPHAZ AND WITH HIS MEN, BECAUSE THEY HAD NOT PUT JACOB TO DEATH. AND THEY ANSWERED, AND SAID UNTO ESAU, "BECAUSE JACOB SUPPLICATED US IN THIS MATTER, NOT TO SLAY HIM, OUR PITY WAS MOVED TOWARD HIM, AND WE TOOK ALL BELONGING TO HIM, AND WE CAME BACK." ESAU THEN TOOK ALL THE SILVER AND GOLD WHICH ELIPHAZ HAD TAKEN FROM JACOB, AND HE PUT THEM BY IN HIS HOUSE. NEVERTHELESS, ESAU DID NOT GIVE UP THE HOPE OF INTERCEPTING JACOB ON HIS FLIGHT AND SLAYING HIM. HE PURSUED HIM, AND WITH HIS MEN OCCUPIED THE ROAD ALONG WHICH HE HAD TO JOURNEY TO HARAN. THERE A GREAT MIRACLE HAPPENED TO JACOB. WHEN HE OBSERVED WHAT ESAU'S INTENTION WAS, HE TURNED OFF TOWARD THE JORDAN RIVER, AND, WITH EYES DIRECTED TO GOD, HE CLEFT THE WATERS WITH HIS WANDERER'S STAFF, AND SUCCEEDED IN CROSSING TO THE OTHER SIDE. BUT ESAU WAS NOT TO BE DETERRED. HE KEPT UP THE PURSUIT, AND REACHED THE HOT SPRINGS AT BAARUS BEFORE HIS BROTHER, WHO HAD TO PASS BY THERE. JACOB, NOT KNOWING THAT ESAU WAS ON THE WATCH FOR HIM, DECIDED TO BATHE IN THE SPRING, SAYING, "I HAVE NEITHER BREAD NOR OTHER THINGS NEEDFUL, SO I WILL AT LEAST WARM MY BODY IN THE WATERS OF THE WELL." WHILE HE WAS IN THE BATH, ESAU OCCUPIED EVERY EXIT, AND JACOB WOULD SURELY HAVE PERISHED IN THE HOT WATER, IF THE LORD HAD NOT CAUSED A MIRACLE TO COME TO PASS. A NEW OPENING FORMED OF ITSELF, AND THROUGH IT, JACOB ESCAPED. THUS, WERE FULFILLED THE WORDS, "WHEN THOU PASSEST THROUGH THE WATERS, I WILL BE WITH THEE; WHEN THOU WALKEST THROUGH THE FIRE, THOU SHALT NOT BE BURNT," FOR JACOB WAS SAVED FROM THE WATERS OF THE JORDAN AND FROM THE FIRE OF THE HOT SPRING. AT THE SAME TIME WITH JACOB, A RIDER, LEAVING HIS HORSE AND HIS CLOTHES ON THE SHORE, HAD STEPPED INTO THE RIVER TO COOL OFF, BUT HE WAS OVERWHELMED BY THE WAVES, AND HE MET HIS DEATH. JACOB PUT ON THE DEAD MAN'S CLOTHES, MOUNTED HIS HORSE, AND WENT OFF. IT WAS A LUCKY CHANCE, FOR ELIPHAZ HAD STRIPPED HIM OF EVERYTHING, EVEN HIS CLOTHES, AND THE MIRACLE OF THE RIVER HAD HAPPENED ONLY THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE FORCED TO APPEAR NAKED AMONG MEN. THOUGH JACOB WAS ROBBED OF ALL HIS POSSESSIONS, HIS COURAGE DID NOT FAIL HIM. HE SAID: "SHOULD I LOSE HOPE IN MY [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]? I SET MY EYES UPON THE MERITS OF MY FATHERS. FOR THE SAKE OF THEM THE LORD WILL GIVE ME HIS AID." AND GOD SAID: "JACOB, THOU PUTTEST THY TRUST IN THE MERITS OF THY FATHERS, THEREFORE I WILL NOT SUFFER THY FOOT TO BE MOVED; HE THAT KEEPETH THEE WILL NOT SLUMBER. YEA, STILL MORE! WHILE A KEEPER WATCHETH ONLY BY DAY AS A RULE, AND SLEEPETH BY NIGHT, I WILL GUARD THEE DAY AND NIGHT, FOR, BEHOLD, HE THAT KEEPETH ISRAEL SHALL NEITHER SLUMBER NOR SLEEP. THE LORD WILL KEEP THEE FROM ALL EVIL, FROM ESAU AS WELL AS LABAN; HE WILL KEEP THY SOUL, THAT THE ANGEL OF DEATH DO THEE NO HURT; HE WILL KEEP THY GOING OUT AND THY COMING IN, HE WILL SUPPORT THEE NOW THOU ART LEAVING CANAAN, AND WHEN THOU RETURNEST TO CANAAN." JACOB WAS RELUCTANT TO LEAVE THE HOLY LAND BEFORE HE RECEIVED DIRECT PERMISSION FROM GOD. "MY PARENTS," HE REFLECTED, "BADE ME GO FORTH AND SOJOURN OUTSIDE OF THE LAND, BUT WHO KNOWS WHETHER IT BE THE WILL OF GOD THAT I DO AS THEY SAY, AND BEGET CHILDREN OUTSIDE OF THE HOLY LAND?" ACCORDINGLY, HE BETOOK HIMSELF TO BEER-SHEBA. THERE, WHERE THE LORD HAD GIVEN PERMISSION TO ISAAC TO DEPART FROM CANAAN AND GO TO PHILISTIA, HE WOULD LEARN THE WILL OF THE LORD CONCERNING HIMSELF. HE DID NOT FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF HIS FATHER AND GRANDFATHER AND TAKE REFUGE WITH ABIMELECH, BECAUSE HE FEARED THE KING MIGHT FORCE ALSO HIM INTO A COVENANT, AND MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIS DESCENDANTS OF MANY GENERATIONS TO TAKE POSSESSION OF THE PHILISTINE LAND. NOR COULD HE STAY AT HOME, BECAUSE OF HIS FEAR THAT ESAU MIGHT WREST THE BIRTHRIGHT AND THE BLESSING FROM HIM, AND TO THAT HE WOULD NOT AND COULD NOT AGREE. HE WAS AS LITTLE DISPOSED TO TAKE UP THE COMBAT WITH ESAU, FOR HE KNEW THE TRUTH OF THE MAXIM, "HE WHO COURTS DANGER WILL BE OVERCOME BY IT; HE WHO AVOIDS DANGER WILL OVERCOME IT." BOTH ABRAHAM AND ISAAC HAD LIVED ACCORDING TO THIS RULE. HIS GRANDFATHER HAD FLED FROM NIMROD, AND HIS FATHER HAD GONE AWAY FROM THE PHILISTINES.
THE DAY OF MIRACLES
JACOB'S JOURNEY TO HARAN WAS A SUCCESSION OF MIRACLES. THE FIRST OF THE FIVE THAT BEFELL FOR HIS SAKE IN THE COURSE OF IT WAS THAT THE SUN SANK WHILE JACOB WAS PASSING MOUNT MORIAH, THOUGH IT WAS HIGH NOON AT THE TIME. HE WAS FOLLOWING THE SPRING THAT APPEARED WHEREVER THE PATRIARCHS WENT OR SETTLED. IT ACCOMPANIED JACOB FROM BEER-SHEBA TO MOUNT MORIAH, A TWO DAYS' JOURNEY. WHEN HE ARRIVED AT THE HOLY HILL, THE LORD SAID TO HIM: "JACOB, THOU HAST BREAD IN THY WALLET, AND THE SPRING OF WATERS IS NEAR BY TO QUENCH THY THIRST. THUS, THOU HAST FOOD AND DRINK, AND HERE THOU CANST LODGE FOR THE NIGHT." BUT JACOB REPLIED: "THE SUN HAS BARELY PASSED THE FIFTH, OF ITS TWELVE-DAY STAGES, WHY SHOULD I LIE DOWN TO SLEEP AT SO UNSEEMLY AN HOUR?" BUT THEN JACOB PERCEIVED THAT THE SUN WAS ABOUT TO SINK, AND HE PREPARED TO MAKE READY HIS BED. IT WAS THE DIVINE PURPOSE NOT TO LET JACOB PASS THE SITE OF THE FUTURE TEMPLE WITHOUT STOPPING; HE WAS TO TARRY THERE AT LEAST ONE NIGHT. ALSO, GOD [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO APPEAR UNTO JACOB, AND HE SHOWS HIMSELF UNTO HIS FAITHFUL ONES ONLY AT NIGHT. AT THE SAME TIME JACOB WAS SAVED FROM THE PURSUIT OF ESAU, WHO HAD TO DESIST ON ACCOUNT OF THE PREMATURE DARKNESS. JACOB TOOK TWELVE STONES FROM THE ALTAR ON WHICH HIS FATHER ISAAC HAD LAIN BOUND AS A SACRIFICE, AND HE SAID: "IT WAS THE PURPOSE OF GOD TO LET TWELVE TRIBES ARISE, BUT THEY HAVE NOT BEEN BEGOTTEN BY ABRAHAM OR ISAAC. IF, NOW, THESE TWELVE STONES WILL UNITE INTO A SINGLE ONE, THEN SHALL I KNOW FOR A CERTAINTY THAT I AM DESTINED TO BECOME THE FATHER OF THE TWELVE TRIBES." AT THIS TIME THE SECOND MIRACLE CAME TO PASS, THE TWELVE STONES JOINED THEMSELVES TOGETHER AND MADE ONE, WHICH HE PUT UNDER HIS HEAD, AND AT ONCE IT BECAME SOFT AND DOWNY LIKE A PILLOW. IT WAS WELL THAT HE HAD A COMFORTABLE COUCH. HE WAS IN GREAT NEED OF REST, FOR IT WAS THE FIRST NIGHT IN FOURTEEN YEARS THAT HE DID NOT KEEP VIGILS. DURING ALL THOSE YEARS, PASSED IN EBER'S HOUSE OF LEARNING, HE HAD DEVOTED THE NIGHTS TO STUDY. AND FOR TWENTY YEARS TO COME HE WAS NOT TO SLEEP, FOR WHILE HE WAS WITH HIS UNCLE LABAN, HE SPENT ALL THE NIGHT AND EVERY NIGHT RECITING THE PSALMS. ON THE WHOLE IT WAS A NIGHT OF MARVELS. HE DREAMED A DREAM IN WHICH THE COURSE OF THE WORLD'S HISTORY WAS UNFOLDED TO HIM. ON A LADDER SET UP ON THE EARTH, WITH THE TOP OF IT REACHING TO HEAVEN, HE BEHELD THE TWO ANGELS WHO HAD BEEN SENT TO SODOM. FOR ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS THEY HAD BEEN BANISHED FROM THE CELESTIAL REGIONS, BECAUSE THEY HAD BETRAYED THEIR SECRET MISSION TO LOT. THEY HAD ACCOMPANIED JACOB FROM HIS FATHER'S HOUSE THITHER, AND NOW THEY WERE ASCENDING HEAVENWARD. WHEN THEY ARRIVED THERE, HE HEARD THEM CALL THE OTHER ANGELS, AND SAY, "COME YE AND SEE THE COUNTENANCE OF THE PIOUS JACOB, WHOSE LIKENESS APPEARS ON THE DIVINE THRONE, YE WHO YEARNED LONG TO SEE IT," AND THEN HE BEHELD THE ANGELS DESCEND FROM HEAVEN TO GAZE UPON HIM. HE ALSO SAW THE ANGELS OF THE FOUR KINGDOMS ASCENDING THE LADDER. THE ANGEL OF BABYLON MOUNTED SEVENTY ROUNDS, THE ANGEL OF MEDIA, FIFTY-TWO, THAT OF GREECE, ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY, AND THAT OF EDOM MOUNTED VERY HIGH, SAYING, "I WILL ASCEND ABOVE THE HEIGHTS OF THE CLOUDS, I WILL BE LIKE THE MOST HIGH," AND JACOB HEARD A VOICE REMONSTRATING, "YET THOU SHALT BE BROUGHT DOWN TO HELL, TO THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE PIT." GOD HIMSELF REPROVED EDOM, SAYING, "THOUGH THOU MOUNT ON HIGH AS THE EAGLE, AND THOUGH THY NEST BE SET AMONG THE STARS, I WILL BRING THEE DOWN FROM THENCE." FURTHERMORE, GOD SHOWED UNTO JACOB THE REVELATION AT MOUNT SINAI, THE TRANSLATION OF ELIJAH, THE TEMPLE IN ITS GLORY AND IN ITS SPOLIATION, NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S ATTEMPT TO BURN THE THREE HOLY CHILDREN IN THE FIERY FURNACE, AND DANIEL'S ENCOUNTER WITH BEL. IN THIS, THE FIRST PROPHETIC DREAM DREAMED BY JACOB, GOD MADE HIM THE PROMISE THAT THE LAND UPON WHICH HE WAS LYING WOULD BE GIVEN TO HIM, BUT THE LAND HE LAY UPON WAS THE WHOLE OF PALESTINE, WHICH GOD HAD FOLDED TOGETHER AND PUT UNDER HIM. "AND," THE PROMISE CONTINUED, "THY SEED WILL BE LIKE UNTO THE DUST OF THE EARTH. AS THE EARTH SURVIVES ALL THINGS, SO THY CHILDREN WILL SURVIVE ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH. BUT AS THE EARTH IS TRODDEN UPON BY ALL, SO THY CHILDREN, WHEN THEY COMMIT TRESPASSES, WILL BE TRODDEN UPON BY THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH." AND, FURTHERMORE, GOD PROMISED THAT JACOB SHOULD SPREAD OUT TO THE WEST AND TO THE EAST, A GREATER PROMISE THAN THAT GIVEN TO HIS FATHERS ABRAHAM AND ISAAC, TO WHOM HE HAD ALLOTTED A LIMITED LAND. JACOB'S WAS AN UNBOUNDED POSSESSION. FROM THIS WONDROUS DREAM JACOB AWOKE WITH A START OF FRIGHT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE VISION HE HAD HAD OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE. HE CRIED OUT, "HOW DREADFUL IS THIS PLACE! THIS IS NONE OTHER BUT THE HOUSE OF GOD, WHEREIN IS THE GATE OF HEAVEN THROUGH WHICH PRAYER ASCENDS TO HIM." HE TOOK THE STONE MADE OUT OF THE TWELVE, AND SET IT UP FOR A PILLAR, AND POURED OIL UPON THE TOP OF IT, WHICH HAD FLOWED DOWN FROM HEAVEN FOR HIM, AND GOD SANK THIS ANOINTED STONE UNTO THE ABYSS, TO SERVE AS THE CENTRE OF THE EARTH, THE SAME STONE, THE EBEN SHETIYAH, THAT FORMS THE CENTRE OF THE SANCTUARY, WHEREON THE INEFFABLE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS GRAVEN, THE KNOWLEDGE OF WHICH MAKES A MAN MASTER OVER NATURE, AND OVER LIFE AND DEATH. JACOB CAST HIMSELF DOWN BEFORE THE EBEN SHETIYAH, AND ENTREATED GOD TO FULFIL THE PROMISE HE HAD GIVEN HIM, AND ALSO, HE PRAYED THAT GOD GRANT HIM HONORABLE SUSTENANCE. FOR GOD HAD NOT MENTIONED BREAD TO EAT AND RAIMENT TO PUT ON, THAT JACOB MIGHT LEARN TO HAVE FAITH IN THE LORD. THEN HE VOWED TO GIVE THE TENTH OF ALL HE OWNED UNTO GOD, IF HE WOULD BUT GRANT HIS PETITION. THUS, JACOB WAS THE FIRST TO TAKE A VOW UPON HIMSELF, AND THE FIRST, TOO, TO SEPARATE THE TITHE FROM HIS INCOME. GOD HAD PROMISED HIM ALMOST ALL THAT IS DESIRABLE, BUT HE FEARED HE MIGHT FORFEIT THE PLEDGED BLESSINGS THROUGH HIS [SEXUAL] SINFULNESS, AND AGAIN HE PRAYED EARNESTLY THAT GOD BRING HIM BACK TO HIS FATHER'S HOUSE UNIMPAIRED IN BODY, POSSESSIONS, AND KNOWLEDGE, AND GUARD HIM, IN THE STRANGE LAND WHITHER HE WAS GOING, AGAINST IDOLATRY, AN IMMORAL LIFE, AND BLOODSHED. HIS PRAYER AT AN END, JACOB SET OUT ON HIS WAY TO HARAN, AND THE THIRD WONDER HAPPENED. IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE HE ARRIVED AT HIS DESTINATION. THE EARTH JUMPED FROM MOUNT MORIAH TO HARAN. A WONDER LIKE THIS GOD HAS EXECUTED ONLY FOUR TIMES IN THE WHOLE COURSE OF HISTORY. THE FIRST THING TO MEET HIS EYE IN HARAN WAS THE WELL WHENCE THE INHABITANTS DREW THEIR SUPPLY OF WATER. ALTHOUGH IT WAS A GREAT CITY, HARAN SUFFERED FROM DEARTH OF WATER, AND THEREFORE THE WELL COULD NOT BE USED BY THE PEOPLE FREE OF CHARGE. JACOB'S SOJOURN IN THE CITY PRODUCED A CHANGE. BY REASON OF HIS MERITORIOUS [SEXLESS] DEEDS THE WATER SPRINGS WERE BLESSED, AND THE CITY HAD WATER ENOUGH FOR ITS NEEDS. JACOB SAW A NUMBER OF PEOPLE BY THE WELL, AND HE QUESTIONED THEM, "MY BRETHREN, WHENCE BE YE?" HE THUS MADE HIMSELF A MODEL FOR ALL TO FOLLOW. A MAN SHOULD BE COMPANIONABLE, AND ADDRESS OTHERS LIKE BROTHERS AND FRIENDS, AND NOT WAIT FOR THEM TO GREET HIM. EACH ONE SHOULD STRIVE TO BE THE FIRST TO GIVE THE SALUTATION OF PEACE, THAT THE ANGELS OF PEACE AND COMPASSION MAY COME TO MEET HIM. WHEN HE WAS INFORMED THAT THE BY-STANDERS HAILED FROM HARAN, HE MADE INQUIRY ABOUT THE CHARACTER AND VOCATION OF HIS UNCLE LABAN, AND WHETHER THEY WERE ON TERMS OF FRIENDLY INTERCOURSE WITH HIM. THEY ANSWERED BRIEFLY: "THERE IS PEACE BETWEEN US, BUT IF THOU ART DESIROUS OF INQUIRING FURTHER, HERE COMES RACHEL THE DAUGHTER OF LABAN. FROM HER THOU CANST LEARN ALL THOU HAST A MIND TO LEARN." THEY KNEW THAT WOMEN LIKE TO TALK, WHEREFORE THEY REFERRED HIM TO RACHEL. JACOB FOUND IT STRANGE THAT SO MANY SHOULD BE STANDING IDLE BY THE WELL, AND HE QUESTIONED FURTHER: "ARE YOU DAY LABORERS? THEN IT IS TOO EARLY FOR YOU TO PUT BY YOUR WORK. BUT IF YOU ARE PASTURING YOUR OWN SHEEP, WHY DO YOU NOT WATER YOUR FLOCKS AND LET THEM FEED?" THEY TOLD HIM THEY WERE WAITING UNTIL ALL THE SHEPHERDS BROUGHT THEIR FLOCKS THITHER, AND TOGETHER ROLLED THE STONE FROM THE MOUTH OF THE WELL. WHILE HE WAS YET SPEAKING WITH THEM, RACHEL CAME WITH HER FATHER'S SHEEP, FOR LABAN HAD NO SONS, AND A PEST HAVING BROKEN OUT SHORTLY BEFORE AMONG HIS CATTLE, SO FEW SHEEP WERE LEFT THAT A MAIDEN LIKE RACHEL COULD EASILY TEND THEM. NOW, WHEN JACOB SAW THE DAUGHTER OF HIS MOTHER'S BROTHER APPROACHING, HE ROLLED THE GREAT STONE FROM THE MOUTH OF THE WELL AS EASILY AS A CORK IS DRAWN FROM A BOTTLE--THE FOURTH WONDER OF THIS EXTRAORDINARY DAY. JACOB'S STRENGTH WAS EQUAL TO THE STRENGTH OF ALL THE SHEPHERDS; WITH HIS TWO ARMS, ALONE HE ACCOMPLISHED WHAT USUALLY REQUIRES THE UNITED FORCES OF A LARGE ASSEMBLAGE OF MEN. HE HAD BEEN DIVINELY ENDOWED WITH THIS SUPERNATURAL STRENGTH ON LEAVING THE HOLY LAND. GOD HAD CAUSED THE DEW OF THE RESURRECTION TO DROP DOWN UPON HIM, AND HIS PHYSICAL STRENGTH WAS SO GREAT THAT EVEN IN A COMBAT WITH THE ANGELS HE WAS VICTORIOUS. THE FIFTH AND LAST WONDER OF THE DAY WAS THAT THE WATER ROSE FROM THE DEPTHS OF THE WELL TO THE VERY TOP, THERE WAS NO NEED TO DRAW IT UP, AND THERE IT REMAINED ALL THE TWENTY YEARS THAT JACOB ABODE IN HARAN.
JACOB WITH LABAN
RACHEL'S COMING TO THE WELL AT THE MOMENT WHEN JACOB REACHED THE TERRITORY BELONGING TO HARAN WAS AN AUSPICIOUS OMEN. TO MEET YOUNG MAIDENS ON FIRST ENTERING A CITY IS A SURE SIGN THAT FORTUNE IS FAVORABLE TO ONE'S UNDERTAKINGS. EXPERIENCE PROVES THIS THROUGH ELIEZER, JACOB, MOSES, AND SAUL. THEY ALL ENCOUNTERED MAIDENS WHEN THEY APPROACHED A PLACE NEW TO THEM, AND THEY ALL MET WITH SUCCESS. JACOB TREATED RACHEL AT ONCE AS HIS COUSIN, WHICH CAUSED SIGNIFICANT WHISPERING AMONG THE BY-STANDERS. THEY CENSURED JACOB FOR HIS DEMEANOR TOWARD HER, FOR SINCE GOD HAD SENT THE DELUGE UPON THE WORLD, ON ACCOUNT OF THE IMMORAL LIFE LED BY MEN, GREAT CHASTITY HAD PREVAILED, ESPECIALLY AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE EAST. THE TALK OF THE MEN REDUCED JACOB TO TEARS. SCARCELY HAD HE KISSED RACHEL WHEN HE BEGAN TO WEEP, FOR HE REPENTED OF HAVING DONE IT. THERE WAS REASON ENOUGH FOR TEARS. JACOB COULD NOT BUT REMEMBER SADLY THAT ELIEZER, HIS GRANDFATHER'S SLAVE, HAD BROUGHT TEN CAMELS LADEN WITH PRESENTS WITH HIM TO HARAN, WHEN HE CAME TO SUE FOR A BRIDE FOR ISAAC, WHILE HE HAD NOT EVEN A RING TO GIVE TO RACHEL. MOREOVER, HE FORESAW THAT HIS FAVORITE WIFE RACHEL WOULD NOT LIE BESIDE HIM IN THE GRAVE, AND THIS, TOO, MADE HIM WEEP. AS SOON AS RACHEL HEARD THAT JACOB WAS HER COUSIN, SHE RAN HOME TO TELL HER FATHER ABOUT HIS COMING. HER MOTHER WAS NO LONGER AMONG THE LIVING, ELSE SHE WOULD NATURALLY HAVE GONE TO HER. IN GREAT HASTE LABAN RAN TO RECEIVE JACOB. HE REFLECTED, IF ELIEZER, THE BONDMAN, HAD COME WITH TEN CAMELS, WHAT WOULD NOT THE FAVORITE SON OF THE FAMILY BRING WITH HIM, AND WHEN HE SAW THAT JACOB WAS UNATTENDED, HE CONCLUDED THAT HE CARRIED GREAT SUMS OF MONEY IN HIS GIRDLE, AND HE THREW HIS ARMS ABOUT HIS WAIST TO FIND OUT WHETHER HIS SUPPOSITION WAS TRUE. DISAPPOINTED IN THIS, HE YET DID NOT GIVE UP HOPE THAT HIS NEPHEW JACOB WAS A MAN OF SUBSTANCE. PERHAPS HE CONCEALED PRECIOUS STONES IN HIS MOUTH, AND HE KISSED HIM IN ORDER TO FIND OUT WHETHER HE HAD GUESSED ARIGHT. BUT JACOB SAID TO HIM: "THOU THINKEST I HAVE MONEY. NAY, THOU ART MISTAKEN, I HAVE BUT WORDS." THEN HE WENT ON TO TELL HIM HOW IT HAD COME ABOUT THAT HE STOOD BEFORE HIM EMPTY-HANDED. HE SAID THAT HIS FATHER ISAAC HAD SENT HIM ON HIS WAY PROVIDED WITH GOLD, SILVER, AND MONEY, BUT HE HAD ENCOUNTERED ELIPHAZ, WHO HAD THREATENED TO SLAY HIM. TO THIS ASSAILANT JACOB HAD SPOKEN THUS: "KNOW THAT THE DESCENDANTS OF ABRAHAM HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO MEET, THEY WILL HAVE TO SERVE FOUR HUNDRED YEARS IN A LAND THAT IS NOT THEIRS. IF THOU SLAYEST ME, THEN YOU, THE SEED OF ESAU, WILL HAVE TO PAY THE DEBT. IT, WERE BETTER, THEREFORE, TO TAKE ALL I HAVE, AND SPARE MY LIFE, SO THAT WHAT IS OWING MAY BE PAID BY ME. HENCE," JACOB CONTINUED, "I STAND BEFORE THEE BARE OF ALL THE SUBSTANCE CARRIED OFF BY ELIPHAZ." THIS TALE OF HIS NEPHEW'S POVERTY FILLED LABAN WITH DISMAY. "WHAT," HE EXCLAIMED, "SHALL I HAVE TO GIVE FOOD AND DRINK FOR A MONTH OR, PERHAPS, EVEN A YEAR TO THIS FELLOW, WHO HAS COME TO ME EMPTY-HANDED!" HE BETOOK HIMSELF TO HIS TERAPHIM, TO ASK THEM FOR COUNSEL UPON THE MATTER, AND THEY ADMONISHED HIM, SAYING: "BEWARE OF SENDING HIM AWAY FROM THY HOUSE. HIS STAR AND HIS CONSTELLATION ARE SO LUCKY THAT GOOD FORTUNE WILL ATTEND ALL HIS UNDERTAKINGS, AND FOR HIS SAKE THE BLESSING OF THE LORD WILL REST UPON ALL THOU DOEST, IN THY HOUSE OR IN THY FIELD." LABAN WAS SATISFIED WITH THE ADVICE OF THE TERAPHIM, BUT HE WAS EMBARRASSED AS TO THE WAY IN WHICH HE WAS TO ATTACH JACOB TO HIS HOUSE. HE DID NOT VENTURE TO OFFER HIM SERVICE, LEST JACOB'S CONDITIONS BE IMPOSSIBLE OF FULFILMENT. AGAIN, HE RESORTED TO THE TERAPHIM, AND ASKED THEM WITH WHAT REWARD TO [SEXUALLY] TEMPT HIS NEPHEW, AND THEY REPLIED: "A WIFE IS HIS WAGE; HE WILL ASK NOTHING ELSE OF THEE BUT A WIFE. IT IS HIS NATURE TO BE ATTRACTED BY WOMEN, AND WHENEVER HE THREATENS TO LEAVE THEE, DO BUT OFFER HIM ANOTHER WIFE, AND HE WILL NOT DEPART. LABAN WENT BACK TO JACOB, AND SAID, "TELL ME, WHAT SHALL THY WAGES BE?" AND HE REPLIED, "THINKEST THOU I CAME HITHER TO MAKE MONEY? I CAME ONLY TO GET ME A WIFE," FOR JACOB HAD NO SOONER BEHELD RACHEL THAN HE FELL IN [SEXLESS] LOVE WITH HER AND MADE HER A PROPOSAL OF MARRIAGE. RACHEL CONSENTED, BUT ADDED THE WARNING: "MY FATHER IS CUNNING, AND THOU ART NOT HIS MATCH." JACOB: "I AM HIS BROTHER IN CUNNING." RACHEL: "BUT IS DECEPTION BECOMING UNTO THE PIOUS?" JACOB: "YES, 'WITH THE RIGHTEOUS RIGHTEOUSNESS IS SEEMLY, AND WITH THE DECEIVER DECEPTION.' BUT," CONTINUED JACOB, "TELL ME WHEREIN HE MAY DEAL CUNNINGLY WITH ME." RACHEL: "I HAVE AN OLDER SISTER, WHOM HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRES TO SEE MARRIED BEFORE ME, AND HE WILL TRY TO PALM HER OFF ON THEE INSTEAD OF ME." TO BE PREPARED FOR LABAN'S TRICKERY, JACOB AND RACHEL AGREED UPON A SIGN BY WHICH HE WOULD RECOGNIZE HER IN THE NUPTIAL NIGHT. THUS, WARNED TO BE ON HIS GUARD AGAINST LABAN, JACOB WORDED HIS AGREEMENT WITH HIM REGARDING HIS MARRIAGE TO RACHEL WITH SUCH PRECISION THAT NO ROOM WAS LEFT FOR DISTORTION OR GUILE. JACOB SAID: "I KNOW THAT THE PEOPLE OF THIS PLACE ARE KNAVES, THEREFORE [SEXLESSLY] I DESIRE TO PUT THE MATTER VERY CLEARLY TO THEE. I WILL SERVE THEE SEVEN YEARS FOR RACHEL, HENCE NOT LEAH; FOR THY DAUGHTER, THAT THOU BRINGEST ME NOT SOME OTHER WOMAN LIKEWISE NAMED RACHEL; FOR THE YOUNGER DAUGHTER, THAT THOU EXCHANGEST NOT THEIR NAMES IN THE MEANTIME." NOTHING OF ALL THIS AVAILED: "IT PROFITS NOT IF A VILLAIN IS CAST INTO A SAWMILL"--NEITHER FORCE NOR GENTLE WORDS CAN CIRCUMVENT A RASCAL. LABAN DECEIVED NOT ONLY JACOB, BUT ALSO THE GUESTS WHOM HE INVITED TO THE WEDDING.
THE MARRIAGE OF JACOB
AFTER JACOB HAD SERVED LABAN SEVEN YEARS, HE SAID TO HIS UNCLE: "THE LORD DESTINED ME TO BE THE FATHER OF TWELVE TRIBES. I AM NOW EIGHTY-FOUR YEARS OLD, AND IF I DO NOT TAKE THOUGHT OF THE MATTER NOW, WHEN CAN I?" THEREUPON LABAN CONSENTED TO LET HIM HAVE HIS DAUGHTER RACHEL TO WIFE, AND HE WAS MARRIED FORTY-FOUR YEARS AFTER HIS BROTHER ESAU. THE LORD OFTEN DEFERS THE HAPPINESS OF THE PIOUS, WHILE HE PERMITS THE WICKED TO ENJOY THE FULFILMENT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] DESIRES SOON [1ST JOHN 2:15-17]. ESAU, HOWEVER, HAD PURPOSELY CHOSEN HIS FORTIETH YEAR FOR HIS MARRIAGE; HE HAD WANTED TO INDICATE THAT HE WAS WALKING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF HIS FATHER ISAAC, WHO HAD LIKEWISE MARRIED AT FORTY YEARS OF AGE. ESAU WAS LIKE A SWINE THAT STRETCHES OUT ITS FEET WHEN IT LIES DOWN, TO SHOW THAT IT IS CLOVEN-FOOTED LIKE THE CLEAN ANIMALS, THOUGH IT IS NONE THE LESS ONE OF THE UNCLEAN ANIMALS. UNTIL HIS FORTIETH YEAR ESAU MADE A PRACTICE OF VIOLATING THE WIVES OF OTHER MEN, AND THEN AT HIS MARRIAGE HE ACTED AS THOUGH HE WERE FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF HIS PIOUS FATHER. ACCORDINGLY, THE WOMAN HE MARRIED WAS OF HIS OWN KIND, JUDITH, A DAUGHTER OF HETH, FOR GOD SAID: "THIS ONE, WHO IS DESIGNED FOR STUBBLE, TO BE BURNT BY FIRE, SHALL TAKE UNTO WIFE ONE OF A PEOPLE ALSO DESTINED FOR UTTER DESTRUCTION." THEY, ESAU AND HIS WIFE, ILLUSTRATED THE SAYING, "NOT FOR NAUGHT DOES THE RAVEN CONSORT WITH THE CROW; THEY ARE BIRDS OF A FEATHER." FAR DIFFERENT IT WAS WITH JACOB. HE MARRIED THE TWO PIOUS AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVELY SISTERS, LEAH AND RACHEL, FOR LEAH, LIKE HER YOUNGER SISTER, WAS BEAUTIFUL OF COUNTENANCE, FORM, AND STATURE. SHE HAD BUT ONE DEFECT, HER EYES WERE WEAK, AND THIS MALADY SHE HAD BROUGHT DOWN UPON HERSELF, THROUGH HER OWN ACTION. LABAN, WHO HAD TWO DAUGHTERS, AND REBEKAH, HIS SISTER, WHO HAD TWO SONS, HAD AGREED BY LETTER, WHILE THEIR CHILDREN WERE STILL YOUNG, THAT THE OLDER SON OF THE ONE WAS TO MARRY THE OLDER DAUGHTER OF THE OTHER, AND THE YOUNGER SON THE YOUNGER DAUGHTER. WHEN LEAH GREW TO MAIDENHOOD, AND INQUIRED ABOUT HER FUTURE HUSBAND, ALL HER TIDINGS SPOKE OF HIS VILLAINOUS CHARACTER, AND SHE WEPT OVER HER FATE UNTIL HER EYELASHES DROPPED FROM THEIR LIDS. BUT RACHEL GREW MORE AND MORE BEAUTIFUL DAY BY DAY, FOR ALL WHO SPOKE OF JACOB PRAISED AND EXTOLLED HIM, AND "GOOD TIDINGS MAKE THE BONES FAT." IN VIEW OF THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN LABAN AND REBEKAH, JACOB REFUSED TO MARRY THE OLDER DAUGHTER LEAH. AS IT WAS, ESAU WAS HIS MORTAL ENEMY, ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED REGARDING THE BIRTHRIGHT AND THE PATERNAL BLESSING. IF, NOW, JACOB MARRIED THE MAIDEN APPOINTED FOR HIM, ESAU WOULD NEVER FORGIVE HIS YOUNGER BROTHER. THEREFORE, JACOB RESOLVED TO TAKE TO WIFE RACHEL, THE YOUNGER DAUGHTER OF HIS UNCLE. LABAN WAS OF ANOTHER MIND. HE PURPOSED TO MARRY OF HIS OLDER DAUGHTER FIRST, FOR HE KNEW THAT JACOB WOULD CONSENT TO SERVE HIM A SECOND PERIOD OF SEVEN YEARS FOR [SEXLESS] LOVE OF RACHEL. ON THE DAY OF THE WEDDING HE ASSEMBLED THE INHABITANTS OF HARAN, AND ADDRESSED THEM AS FOLLOWS: "YE KNOW WELL THAT WE USED TO SUFFER FROM LACK OF WATER, AND AS SOON AS THIS PIOUS MAN JACOB CAME TO DWELL AMONG US, WE HAD WATER IN ABUNDANCE." "WHAT HAST THOU IN MIND TO DO?" THEY ASKED LABAN. HE REPLIED: "IF YE HAVE NAUGHT TO SAY AGAINST IT, I WILL DECEIVE HIM AND GIVE HIM LEAH TO WIFE. HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVES RACHEL WITH AN EXCEEDING GREAT [SEXLESS] LOVE, AND FOR HER SAKE HE WILL TARRY WITH US YET SEVEN OTHER YEARS." "DO AS IT PLEASETH THEE," HIS FRIENDS SAID. "WELL, THEN," SAID LABAN, "LET EACH ONE OF YOU GIVE ME A PLEDGE THAT YE WILL NOT BETRAY MY PURPOSE." WITH THE PLEDGES THEY LEFT WITH HIM, LABAN BOUGHT WINE, OIL, AND MEAT FOR THE WEDDING FEAST, AND HE SET A MEAL BEFORE THEM WHICH THEY HAD THEMSELVES PAID FOR. BECAUSE HE DECEIVED HIS FELLOW-CITIZENS THUS, LABAN IS CALLED ARAMI, "THE DECEIVER." THEY FEASTED ALL DAY LONG, UNTIL LATE AT NIGHT, AND WHEN JACOB EXPRESSED HIS ASTONISHMENT AT THE ATTENTION SHOWN HIM, THEY SAID TO HIM: "THROUGH THY PIETY THOU DIDST A GREAT SERVICE OF LOVINGKINDNESS UNTO US, OUR SUPPLY OF WATER WAS INCREASED UNTO ABUNDANCE, AND WE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO SHOW OUR GRATITUDE THEREFORE." AND, INDEED, THEY TRIED TO GIVE HIM A HINT OF LABAN'S PURPOSE. IN THE MARRIAGE ODE WHICH THEY SANG THEY USED THE REFRAIN "HALIA," IN THE HOPE THAT HE WOULD UNDERSTAND IT AS HA LEAH, "THIS IS LEAH." BUT JACOB WAS UNSUSPICIOUS AND NOTICED NOTHING. WHEN THE BRIDE WAS LED INTO THE NUPTIAL CHAMBER, THE GUESTS EXTINGUISHED ALL THE CANDLES, MUCH TO JACOB'S AMAZEMENT. BUT THEIR EXPLANATION SATISFIED HIM. "THINKEST THOU," THEY SAID, "WE HAVE AS LITTLE SENSE OF DECENCY AS THY COUNTRYMEN?" JACOB THEREFORE DID NOT DISCOVER THE DECEPTION PRACTICED UPON HIM UNTIL MORNING. DURING THE NIGHT LEAH RESPONDED WHENEVER HE CALLED RACHEL, FOR WHICH HE REPROACHED HER BITTERLY WHEN DAYLIGHT CAME. "O THOU DECEIVER, DAUGHTER OF A DECEIVER, WHY DIDST THOU ANSWER ME WHEN I CALLED RACHEL'S NAME?" "IS THERE A TEACHER WITHOUT A PUPIL?" ASKED LEAH, IN RETURN. "I BUT PROFITED BY THY INSTRUCTION. WHEN THY FATHER CALLED THEE ESAU, DIDST THOU NOT SAY, HERE AM I?" JACOB WAS GREATLY ENRAGED AGAINST LABAN, AND HE SAID TO HIM: "WHY DIDST THOU DEAL TREACHEROUSLY WITH ME? TAKE BACK THY DAUGHTER, AND LET ME DEPART, SEEING THOU DIDST ACT WICKEDLY TOWARD ME." LABAN PACIFIED HIM, HOWEVER, SAYING, "IT IS NOT SO DONE IN OUR PLACE, TO GIVE THE YOUNGER BEFORE THE FIRST-BORN," AND JACOB AGREED TO SERVE YET SEVEN OTHER YEARS FOR RACHEL, AND AFTER THE SEVEN DAYS OF THE FEAST OF LEAH'S WEDDING WERE FULFILLED, HE MARRIED RACHEL. WITH LEAH AND RACHEL, JACOB RECEIVED THE HANDMAIDS ZILPAH AND BILHAH, TWO OTHER DAUGHTERS OF LABAN, WHOM HIS CONCUBINES HAD BORNE UNTO HIM.
THE BIRTH OF JACOB’S CHILDREN
THE WAYS OF GOD ARE NOT LIKE UNTO THE WAYS OF MEN. A MAN CLINGS CLOSE TO HIS FRIEND WHILE HE HAS RICHES, AND FORSAKES HIM WHEN HE FALLS INTO POVERTY. BUT WHEN GOD SEES A MORTAL UNSTEADY AND FALTERING, HE REACHES A HAND OUT TO HIM, AND RAISES HIM UP. THUS, IT HAPPENED WITH LEAH. SHE WAS HATED BY JACOB, AND GOD VISITED HER IN MERCY. JACOB'S AVERSION TO LEAH BEGAN THE VERY MORNING AFTER THEIR WEDDING, WHEN HIS WIFE TAUNTED HIM WITH NOT BEING WHOLLY FREE FROM CUNNING AND CRAFT HIMSELF. THEN GOD SAID, "HELP CAN COME TO LEAH ONLY IF SHE GIVES BIRTH TO A CHILD; THEN THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF HER HUSBAND WILL RETURN TO HER." GOD REMEMBERED THE TEARS SHE HAD SHED WHEN SHE PRAYED THAT HER DOOM, CHAINING HER TO THAT RECREANT ESAU, BE AVERTED FROM HER, AND SO WONDROUS ARE THE USES OF PRAYER THAT LEAH, BESIDES TURNING ASIDE THE IMPENDING DECREE, WAS PERMITTED TO MARRY JACOB BEFORE HER SISTER AND BE THE FIRST TO BEAR HIM A CHILD. THERE WAS ANOTHER REASON WHY THE LORD WAS COMPASSIONATELY INCLINED TOWARD LEAH. SHE HAD GOTTEN HERSELF TALKED ABOUT. THE SAILORS ON THE SEA, THE TRAVELLERS ALONG THE HIGHWAYS, THE WOMEN AT THEIR LOOMS, THEY ALL GOSSIPED ABOUT LEAH, SAYING, "SHE IS NOT WITHIN WHAT HER SEEMING IS WITHOUT. SHE APPEARS TO BE PIOUS, BUT IF SHE WERE, SHE WOULD NOT HAVE DECEIVED HER SISTER." TO PUT AN END TO ALL THIS TATTLE, GOD GRANTED HER THE DISTINCTION OF BEARING A SON AT THE END OF SEVEN MONTHS AFTER HER MARRIAGE. HE WAS ONE OF A PAIR OF TWINS, THE OTHER CHILD BEING A DAUGHTER. SO, IT WAS WITH ELEVEN OF THE SONS OF JACOB, ALL OF THEM EXCEPT JOSEPH WERE BORN TWINS WITH A GIRL, AND THE TWIN SISTER AND BROTHER MARRIED LATER ON. ALTOGETHER IT WAS AN EXTRAORDINARY CHILDBIRTH, FOR LEAH WAS BARREN, NOT FORMED BY NATURE TO BEAR CHILDREN. SHE CALLED HER FIRST-BORN SON REUBEN, WHICH MEANS "SEE THE NORMAL MAN," FOR HE WAS NEITHER BIG NOR LITTLE, NEITHER DARK NOR FAIR, BUT EXACTLY NORMAL. IN CALLING HER OLDEST CHILD REUBEN, "SEE THE SON," LEAH INDICATED HIS FUTURE CHARACTER. "BEHOLD THE DIFFERENCE," THE NAME IMPLIED, "BETWEEN MY FIRST-BORN SON AND THE FIRST-BORN SON OF MY FATHER IN-LAW. ESAU SOLD HIS BIRTHRIGHT TO JACOB OF HIS OWN FREE WILL, AND YET HE HATED HIM. AS FOR MY FIRST-BORN SON, ALTHOUGH HIS BIRTHRIGHT WAS TAKEN FROM HIM WITHOUT HIS CONSENT, AND GIVEN TO JOSEPH, IT WAS NEVERTHELESS HE WHO RESCUED JOSEPH FROM THE HANDS OF HIS BRETHREN." LEAH CALLED HER SECOND SON SHIME'ON, "YONDER IS [SEXUAL] SIN," FOR ONE OF HIS DESCENDANTS WAS THAT ZIMRI WHO WAS [SEXUAL] GUILTY OF VILE TRESPASSES WITH THE DAUGHTERS OF MOAB. THE NAME OF HER THIRD SON, LEVI, WAS GIVEN HIM BY GOD HIMSELF, NOT BY HIS MOTHER. THE LORD SUMMONED HIM THROUGH THE ANGEL GABRIEL, AND BESTOWED THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] UPON HIM AS ONE WHO IS "CROWNED" WITH THE TWENTY-FOUR GIFTS THAT ARE THE TRIBUTE DUE TO THE PRIESTS. AT THE BIRTH OF HER FOURTH SON, LEAH RETURNED THANKS TO GOD FOR A SPECIAL REASON. SHE KNEW THAT JACOB WOULD BEGET TWELVE SONS, AND IF THEY WERE DISTRIBUTED EQUALLY AMONG HIS FOUR WIVES, EACH WOULD BEAR THREE. BUT NOW IT APPEARED THAT SHE HAD ONE MORE THAN HER DUE SHARE, AND SHE CALLED HIM JEHUDAH, "THANKS UNTO GOD." SHE WAS THUS THE FIRST SINCE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD TO GIVE THANKS TO GOD, AND HER EXAMPLE WAS FOLLOWED BY DAVID AND DANIEL, THE DESCENDANTS OF HER SON JUDAH. WHEN RACHEL SAW THAT HER SISTER HAD BORNE JACOB FOUR SONS, SHE ENVIED LEAH. NOT THAT SHE BEGRUDGED HER THE GOOD FORTUNE SHE ENJOYED, SHE ONLY ENVIED HER FOR HER PIETY, SAYING TO HERSELF THAT IT WAS TO HER RIGHTEOUS [SEXLESS] CONDUCT THAT SHE OWED THE BLESSING OF MANY CHILDREN. THEN SHE BESOUGHT JACOB: "PRAY UNTO GOD FOR ME, THAT HE GRANT ME CHILDREN, ELSE MY LIFE IS NO LIFE. VERILY, THERE ARE FOUR THAT MAY BE REGARDED AS THOUGH THEY WERE DEAD, THE BLIND, THE LEPER, THE CHILDLESS, AND HE WHO WAS ONCE RICH AND HAS LOST HIS FORTUNE." JACOB'S ANGER WAS KINDLED AGAINST RACHEL, AND HE SAID: "IT WERE BETTER THOU SHOULDST ADDRESS THY PETITION TO GOD, AND NOT TO ME, FOR AM I IN GOD'S STEAD, WHO HATH WITHHELD FROM THEE THE FRUIT OF THE WOMB?" GOD WAS DISPLEASED WITH THIS ANSWER THAT JACOB MADE TO HIS SAD WIFE. HE REBUKED HIM WITH THE WORDS: "IS IT THUS THOU WOULDST COMFORT A GRIEF-STRICKEN HEART? AS THOU LIVEST, THE DAY WILL COME WHEN THY CHILDREN WILL STAND BEFORE THE SON OF RACHEL, AND HE WILL USE THE SAME WORDS THOU HAST BUT NOW USED, SAYING, 'AM I IN THE PLACE OF THE LORD?'" RACHEL ALSO MADE REPLY TO JACOB, SAYING: "DID NOT THY FATHER, TOO, ENTREAT GOD FOR THY MOTHER WITH EARNEST WORDS, BESEECHING HIM TO REMOVE HER BARRENNESS?" JACOB: "IT IS TRUE, BUT ISAAC HAD NO CHILDREN, AND I HAVE SEVERAL." RACHEL: "REMEMBER THY GRANDFATHER ABRAHAM, THOU CANST NOT DENY THAT HE HAD CHILDREN WHEN HE SUPPLICATED GOD IN BEHALF OF SARAH!" JACOB: "WOULDST THOU DO FOR ME WHAT SARAH DID FOR MY GRANDFATHER?" RACHEL: "PRAY, WHAT DID SHE?" JACOB: "SHE HERSELF BROUGHT A RIVAL INTO HER HOUSE." RACHEL: "IF THAT IS ALL THAT IS NECESSARY, I AM READY TO FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF SARAH, AND I PRAY THAT AS SHE WAS GRANTED A CHILD FOR HAVING INVITED A RIVAL, SO MAY I BE BLESSED, TOO." THEREUPON RACHEL GAVE JACOB BILHAH, HER FREED HANDMAID, TO WIFE, AND SHE BORE HIM A SON, WHOM RACHEL CALLED DAN, SAYING, "AS THE LORD WAS GRACIOUS UNTO ME AND GAVE ME A SON ACCORDING TO MY PETITION, SO HE WILL PERMIT SAMSON, THE DESCENDANT OF DAN, TO JUDGE HIS PEOPLE, THAT IT, FALL NOT INTO THE HANDS OF THE PHILISTINES." BILHAH'S SECOND SON RACHEL NAMED NAPHTALI, SAYING, "MINE IS THE BOND THAT BINDS JACOB TO THIS PLACE, FOR IT WAS FOR MY SAKE THAT HE CAME TO LABAN." AT THE SAME TIME, SHE WANTED TO CONVEY BY THIS NAME THAT THE TORAH, WHICH IS AS SWEET AS NOFET, "HONEYCOMB," WOULD BE TAUGHT IN THE TERRITORY OF NAPHTALI. AND THE NAME HAD STILL A THIRD MEANING: "AS GOD HATH HEARD MY FERVENT PRAYER FOR A SON, SO HE WILL HEARKEN UNTO THE FERVENT PRAYER OF THE NAPHTALITES WHEN THEY ARE BESET BY THEIR ENEMIES." LEAH, SEEING THAT SHE HAD LEFT BEARING, WHILE BILHAH, HER SISTER'S HANDMAID, BORE JACOB TWO SONS, CONCLUDED THAT IT WAS JACOB'S DESTINY TO HAVE FOUR WIVES, HER SISTER AND HERSELF, AND THEIR HALF-SISTERS BILHAH AND ZILPAH. THEREFORE, SHE ALSO GAVE HIM HER HANDMAID TO WIFE. ZILPAH WAS THE YOUNGEST OF THE FOUR WOMEN. IT WAS THE CUSTOM OF THAT TIME TO GIVE THE OLDER DAUGHTER THE OLDER HANDMAID, AND THE YOUNGER DAUGHTER THE YOUNGER HANDMAID, AS THEIR DOWRY, WHEN THEY GOT MARRIED. NOW, IN ORDER TO MAKE JACOB BELIEVE THAT HIS WIFE WAS THE YOUNGER DAUGHTER HE HAD SERVED FOR, LABAN HAD GIVEN LEAH THE YOUNGER HANDMAID AS HER MARRIAGE PORTION. THIS ZILPAH WAS SO YOUNG THAT HER BODY BETRAYED NO OUTWARD SIGNS OF PREGNANCY, AND NOTHING WAS KNOWN OF HER CONDITION UNTIL HER SON WAS BORN. LEAH CALLED THE BOY GAD, WHICH MEANS "FORTUNE," OR IT MAY MEAN "THE CUTTER," FOR FROM GAD WAS DESCENDED THE PROPHET ELIJAH, WHO BRINGS GOOD FORTUNE TO ISRAEL, AND HE ALSO CUTS DOWN THE HEATHEN WORLD. LEAH HAD OTHER REASONS, TOO, FOR CHOOSING THIS NAME OF DOUBLE MEANING. THE TRIBE OF GAD HAD THE GOOD FORTUNE OF ENTERING INTO POSSESSION OF ITS ALLOTMENT IN THE HOLY LAND BEFORE ANY OF THE OTHERS, AND, ALSO, GAD THE SON OF JACOB WAS BORN CIRCUMCISED. TO ZILPAH'S SECOND SON LEAH GAVE THE NAME OF ASHER, "PRAISE," FOR, SHE SAID, "UNTO ME ALL MANNER OF PRAISE IS DUE, FOR I BROUGHT MY HANDMAID INTO THE HOUSE OF MY HUSBAND AS WIFE. SARAH DID LIKEWISE, BUT ONLY BECAUSE SHE HAD NO CHILDREN, AND SO IT WAS ALSO WITH RACHEL. BUT AS FOR ME, I HAD CHILDREN, AND NEVERTHELESS I SUBDUED MY [SEXLESS] PASSION, AND WITHOUT JEALOUSY I GAVE MY HANDMAID TO MY HUSBAND FOR WIFE. VERILY, ALL WILL PRAISE AND EXTOL ME." FURTHERMORE, SHE SPOKE: "AS THE WOMEN WILL PRAISE ME, SO THE SONS OF ASHER WILL IN TIME TO COME PRAISE GOD FOR THEIR FRUITFUL POSSESSION IN THE HOLY LAND." THE NEXT SON BORN UNTO JACOB WAS ISSACHAR, "A REWARD," AND ONCE MORE IT WAS LEAH WHO WAS PERMITTED TO BRING FORTH THE CHILD, AS A REWARD FROM GOD FOR HER PIOUS [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO HAVE THE TWELVE TRIBES COME INTO THE WORLD. TO SECURE THIS RESULT, SHE LEFT NO MEANS UNTRIED. IT HAPPENED ONCE THAT HER OLDEST SON REUBEN WAS TENDING HIS FATHER'S ASS DURING THE HARVEST, AND HE BOUND HIM TO A ROOT OF DUDAIM, AND WENT HIS WAY. ON RETURNING, HE FOUND THE DUDAIM TORN OUT OF THE GROUND, AND THE ASS LYING DEAD BESIDE IT. THE BEAST HAD UPROOTED IT IN TRYING TO GET LOOSE, AND THE PLANT HAS A PECULIAR QUALITY, WHOEVER TEARS IT UP MUST DIE. AS IT WAS THE TIME OF THE HARVEST, WHEN IT IS PERMITTED FOR ANY ONE TO TAKE A PLANT FROM A FIELD, AND AS DUDAIM IS, BESIDES, A PLANT WHICH THE OWNER OF A FIELD ESTEEMS LIGHTLY, REUBEN CARRIED IT HOME. BEING A GOOD SON, HE DID NOT KEEP IT FOR HIMSELF, BUT GAVE IT TO HIS MOTHER. RACHEL [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THE DUDAIM [THE POWER OF MANDRAKES], AND SHE ASKED THE PLANT OF LEAH, WHO PARTED WITH IT TO HER SISTER, BUT ON THE CONDITION THAT JACOB, WHEN HE RETURNED FROM WORK IN THE EVENING, SHOULD TARRY WITH HER FOR A WHILE. IT WAS ALTOGETHER UNBECOMING [SEXUAL] CONDUCT IN RACHEL TO DISPOSE THUS OF HER HUSBAND. SHE GAINED THE DUDAIM, BUT SHE LOST TWO TRIBES. IF SHE HAD ACTED OTHERWISE, SHE WOULD HAVE BORNE FOUR SONS INSTEAD OF TWO. AND SHE SUFFERED ANOTHER PUNISHMENT, HER BODY WAS NOT PERMITTED TO REST IN THE GRAVE BESIDE HER HUSBAND'S. JACOB CAME HOME FROM THE FIELD AFTER NIGHT HAD FALLEN, FOR HE OBSERVED THE [SEXLESS] LAW OBLIGING A DAY LABORER TO WORK UNTIL DARKNESS SETS IN, AND JACOB'S ZEAL IN THE AFFAIRS OF LABAN WAS AS GREAT IN THE LAST SEVEN YEARS, AFTER HIS MARRIAGE, AS IN THE FIRST SEVEN, WHILE HE WAS SERVING FOR THE HAND OF RACHEL. WHEN LEAH HEARD THE BRAYING OF JACOB'S ASS, SHE RAN TO MEET HER HUSBAND, AND WITHOUT GIVING HIM TIME TO WASH HIS FEET, SHE INSISTED UPON HIS TURNING ASIDE INTO HER TENT. AT FIRST JACOB REFUSED TO GO, BUT GOD COMPELLED HIM TO ENTER, FOR UNTO GOD IT WAS KNOWN THAT LEAH ACTED FROM PURE, DISINTERESTED MOTIVES. HER DUDAIM SECURED TWO SONS FOR HER, ISSACHAR, THE FATHER OF THE TRIBE THAT DEVOTES ITSELF TO THE STUDY OF THE TORAH, WHENCE HIS NAME MEANING "REWARD," AND ZEBULON, WHOSE DESCENDANTS CARRIED ON COMMERCE, USING THEIR PROFITS TO ENABLE THEIR BRETHREN OF ISSACHAR TO KEEP AT THEIR STUDIES. LEAH CALLED THIS LAST-BORN SON OF HERS ZEBULON, "DWELLING-PLACE," FOR SHE SAID, "NOW WILL MY HUSBAND DWELL WITH ME, SEEING THAT I HAVE BORNE HIM SIX SONS, AND, ALSO, THE SONS OF ZEBULON WILL HAVE A GOODLY DWELLING-PLACE IN THE HOLY LAND." LEAH BORE ONCE MORE, AND THIS LAST TIME IT WAS A DAUGHTER, A MAN CHILD TURNED INTO A WOMAN BY HER PRAYER. WHEN SHE CONCEIVED FOR THE SEVENTH TIME, SHE SPAKE AS FOLLOWS: "GOD PROMISED JACOB TWELVE SONS. I BORE HIM SIX, AND EACH OF THE TWO HANDMAIDS HAS BORNE HIM TWO. IF, NOW, I, WERE TO BRING FORTH ANOTHER SON, MY SISTER RACHEL WOULD NOT BE EQUAL EVEN UNTO THE HANDMAIDS." THEREFORE, SHE PRAYED TO GOD TO CHANGE THE MALE EMBRYO IN HER WOMB INTO A FEMALE, AND GOD HEARKENED UNTO HER PRAYER. NOW ALL THE WIVES OF JACOB, LEAH, RACHEL, ZILPAH, AND BILHAH, UNITED THEIR PRAYERS WITH THE PRAYER OF JACOB, AND TOGETHER THEY BESOUGHT GOD TO REMOVE THE [SEXUAL] CURSE OF BARRENNESS FROM RACHEL. ON NEW YEAR'S DAY, THE DAY WHEREON GOD SITS IN JUDGMENT UPON THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH, HE REMEMBERED RACHEL, AND GRANTED HER A SON. AND RACHEL SPAKE, "GOD HATH TAKEN AWAY MY REPROACH," FOR ALL THE PEOPLE HAD SAID THAT SHE WAS NOT A PIOUS WOMAN, ELSE HAD SHE BORNE CHILDREN, AND NOW THAT GOD HAD HEARKENED TO HER, AND OPENED HER WOMB, SUCH IDLE TALK NO LONGER HAD ANY REASON. BY BEARING A SON, SHE HAD ESCAPED ANOTHER DISGRACE. SHE HAD SAID TO HERSELF: "JACOB HATH A MIND TO RETURN TO THE LAND OF HIS BIRTH, AND MY FATHER WILL NOT BE ABLE TO HINDER HIS DAUGHTERS WHO HAVE BORNE HIM CHILDREN FROM FOLLOWING THEIR HUSBAND THITHER WITH THEIR CHILDREN. BUT HE WILL NOT LET ME, THE CHILDLESS WIFE, GO, TOO, AND HE WILL KEEP ME HERE AND MARRY ME TO ONE OF THE UNCIRCUMCISED." SHE SAID FURTHERMORE, "AS MY SON HATH REMOVED MY REPROACH, SO JOSHUA, HIS DESCENDANT, WILL ROLL AWAY A REPROACH FROM THE ISRAELITES, WHEN HE CIRCUMCISES THEM BEYOND JORDAN." RACHEL CALLED HER SON JOSEPH, "INCREASE," SAYING, "GOD WILL GIVE ME AN ADDITIONAL SON." PROPHETESS AS SHE WAS, SHE FORESAW SHE WOULD HAVE A SECOND SON. BUT AN INCREASE ADDED ON BY GOD IS LARGER THAN THE ORIGINAL CAPITAL ITSELF. BENJAMIN, THE SECOND SON, WHOM RACHEL REGARDED MERELY AS A SUPPLEMENT, HAD TEN SONS, WHILE JOSEPH BEGOT ONLY TWO. THESE TWELVE TOGETHER MAY BE CONSIDERED THE TWELVE TRIBES BORNE BY RACHEL. HAD RACHEL NOT USED THE FORM OF EXPRESSION, "THE LORD ADD TO ME ANOTHER SON," SHE HERSELF WOULD HAVE BEGOTTEN TWELVE TRIBES WITH JACOB.
JACOB FLEES BEFORE LABAN
JACOB HAD ONLY BEEN WAITING FOR JOSEPH TO BE BORN TO BEGIN PREPARATIONS FOR HIS JOURNEY HOME. THE HOLY SPIRIT HAD REVEALED TO HIM THAT THE HOUSE OF JOSEPH WOULD WORK THE DESTRUCTION OF THE HOUSE OF ESAU, AND, THEREFORE, JACOB EXCLAIMED AT THE BIRTH OF JOSEPH, "NOW I NEED NOT FEAR ESAU OR HIS LEGIONS. ABOUT THIS TIME, REBEKAH SENT HER NURSE DEBORAH, THE DAUGHTER OF UZ, ACCOMPANIED BY TWO OF ISAAC'S SERVANTS, TO JACOB, TO URGE HIM TO RETURN TO HIS FATHER'S HOUSE, NOW THAT HIS FOURTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE HAD COME TO AN END. THEN JACOB APPROACHED LABAN, AND SPOKE, "GIVE ME MY WIVES AND MY CHILDREN, THAT I MAY GO UNTO MINE OWN PLACE, AND TO MY COUNTRY, FOR MY MOTHER HAS SENT MESSENGERS UNTO ME, BIDDING ME TO RETURN TO MY FATHER'S HOUSE." LABAN ANSWERED, SAYING, "O THAT I MIGHT FIND FAVOR IN THINE EYES! BY A SIGN IT WAS MADE KNOWN UNTO ME THAT GOD BLESSETH ME FOR THY SAKE." WHAT LABAN HAD IN MIND WAS THE TREASURE HE HAD FOUND ON THE DAY JACOB CAME TO HIM, AND HE CONSIDERED THAT A TOKEN OF HIS BENEFICENT POWERS. INDEED, GOD HAD WROUGHT MANY A THING IN THE HOUSE OF LABAN THAT TESTIFIED TO THE BLESSINGS SPREAD ABROAD BY THE PIOUS. SHORTLY BEFORE JACOB CAME, A PEST HAD BROKEN OUT AMONG LABAN'S CATTLE, AND WITH HIS ARRIVAL IT CEASED. AND LABAN HAD HAD NO SON, BUT DURING JACOB'S SOJOURN IN HARAN SONS WERE BORN UNTO HIM. ALL THE HIRE HE ASKED IN RETURN FOR HIS LABOR AND FOR THE BLESSINGS HE HAD BROUGHT LABAN WAS THE SPECKLED AND SPOTTED AMONG THE GOATS OF HIS HERD, AND THE BLACK AMONG THE SHEEP. LABAN ASSENTED TO HIS CONDITIONS, SAYING, "BEHOLD, I WOULD IT MIGHT BE ACCORDING TO THY WORD." THE ARCH-VILLAIN LABAN, WHOSE TONGUE WAGGED IN ALL DIRECTIONS, AND WHO MADE ALL SORTS OF PROMISES THAT WERE NEVER KEPT, JUDGED OTHERS BY HIMSELF, AND THEREFORE SUSPECTED JACOB OF WANTING TO DECEIVE HIM. AND YET, IN THE END, IT WAS LABAN HIMSELF WHO BROKE HIS WORD. NO LESS THAN A HUNDRED TIMES HE CHANGED THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THEM. NEVERTHELESS, HIS UNRIGHTEOUS [SEXUAL] CONDUCT WAS OF NO AVAIL. THOUGH A THREE DAYS' JOURNEY HAD BEEN SET BETWIXT LABAN'S FLOCKS AND JACOB'S, THE ANGELS WERE WONT TO BRING THE SHEEP BELONGING TO LABAN DOWN TO JACOB'S SHEEP, AND JACOB'S DROVES GREW CONSTANTLY LARGER AND BETTER. LABAN HAD GIVEN ONLY THE FEEBLE AND SICK TO JACOB, YET THE YOUNG OF THE FLOCK, RAISED UNDER JACOB'S TENDANCE, WERE SO EXCELLENT IN QUALITY THAT PEOPLE BOUGHT THEM AT A HEAVY PRICE. AND JACOB HAD NO NEED TO RESORT TO THE PEELED RODS. HE HAD BUT TO SPEAK, AND THE FLOCKS BARE ACCORDING TO HIS [SEXLESS] DESIRE. WHAT LABAN DESERVED WAS UTTER [SEXUAL] RUIN, FOR HAVING PERMITTED THE PIOUS JACOB TO WORK FOR HIM WITHOUT HIRE, AND AFTER HIS WAGES HAD BEEN CHANGED TEN TIMES, AND TEN TIMES LABAN HAD TRIED TO OVERREACH HIM, GOD REWARDED HIM IN THIS WAY. BUT HIS GOOD LUCK WITH THE FLOCKS WAS ONLY WHAT JACOB DESERVED. EVERY FAITHFUL LABORER IS REWARDED BY GOD IN THIS WORLD, QUITE REGARDLESS OF WHAT AWAITS HIM IN THE WORLD TO COME. WITH EMPTY HANDS JACOB HAD COME TO LABAN, AND HE LEFT HIM WITH HERDS NUMBERING SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND. THEIR INCREASE HAD BEEN MARVELLOUS, AN INCREASE THAT WILL BE EQUALLED ONLY IN THE MESSIANIC TIME. THE WEALTH AND GOOD FORTUNE OF JACOB CALLED FORTH THE ENVY OF LABAN AND HIS SONS, AND THEY COULD NOT HIDE THEIR VEXATION IN THEIR INTERCOURSE WITH HIM. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO JACOB, "THY FATHER-IN-LAW'S COUNTENANCE IS NOT TOWARD THEE AS BEFORETIME, AND YET THOU TARRIEST WITH HIM? DO THOU RATHER RETURN UNTO THE LAND OF THY FATHERS, AND THERE I WILL LET MY SHEKINAH REST UPON THEE, FOR I CANNOT PERMIT THE SHEKINAH TO RESIDE OUTSIDE OF THE HOLY LAND." IMMEDIATELY JACOB SENT THE FLEET MESSENGER NAPHTALI TO RACHEL AND LEAH TO SUMMON THEM TO A CONSULTATION, AND HE CHOSE AS THE PLACE OF MEETING THE OPEN FIELD, WHERE NONE COULD OVERHEAR WHAT WAS SAID. HIS TWO WIVES APPROVED THE PLAN OF RETURNING TO HIS HOME, AND JACOB RESOLVED AT ONCE TO GO AWAY WITH ALL HIS SUBSTANCE, WITHOUT AS MUCH AS ACQUAINTING LABAN WITH HIS INTENTION. LABAN WAS GONE TO SHEAR HIS SHEEP, AND SO JACOB COULD EXECUTE HIS PLAN WITHOUT DELAY. THAT HER FATHER MIGHT NOT LEARN ABOUT THEIR FLIGHT FROM HIS TERAPHIM, RACHEL STOLE THEM, AND SHE TOOK THEM AND CONCEALED THEM UPON THE CAMEL UPON WHICH SHE SAT, AND SHE WENT ON. AND THIS IS THE MANNER THEY USED TO MAKE THE IMAGES: THEY TOOK A MAN WHO WAS THE FIRST-BORN, SLEW HIM AND TOOK THE HAIR OFF HIS HEAD, THEN SALTED THE HEAD, AND ANOINTED IT WITH OIL, THEN THEY WROTE "THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] " UPON A SMALL TABLET OF COPPER OR GOLD, AND PLACED IT UNDER HIS TONGUE. THE HEAD WITH THE TABLET UNDER THE TONGUE WAS THEN PUT IN A HOUSE WHERE LIGHTS WERE LIGHTED BEFORE IT, AND AT THE TIME WHEN THEY BOWED DOWN TO IT, IT SPOKE TO THEM ON ALL MATTERS THAT THEY ASKED OF IT, AND THAT WAS DUE TO THE POWER OF THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WHICH WAS WRITTEN UPON IT.
THE COVENANT WITH LABAN
JACOB DEPARTED AND CROSSED THE EUPHRATES, AND SET HIS FACE TOWARD GILEAD, FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED TO HIM THAT GOD WOULD BRING HELP THERE TO HIS CHILDREN IN THE DAYS OF JEPHTHAH. MEANTIME THE SHEPHERDS OF HARAN OBSERVED THAT THE WELL, WHICH HAD BEEN FILLED TO OVERFLOWING SINCE THE ARRIVAL OF JACOB IN THEIR PLACE, RAN DRY SUDDENLY. FOR THREE DAYS THEY WATCHED AND WAITED, IN THE HOPE THAT THE WATERS WOULD RETURN IN THE SAME ABUNDANCE AS BEFORE. DISAPPOINTED, THEY FINALLY TOLD LABAN OF THE MISFORTUNE, AND HE DIVINED AT ONCE THAT JACOB HAD DEPARTED THENCE, FOR HE KNEW THAT THE BLESSING HAD BEEN CONFERRED UPON HARAN ONLY FOR THE SAKE OF HIS SON-IN-LAW'S MERITS. ON THE MORROW LABAN ROSE EARLY, ASSEMBLED ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY, AND PURSUED JACOB WITH THE INTENTION OF KILLING HIM WHEN HE OVERTOOK HIM. BUT THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL APPEARED UNTO HIM, AND BADE HIM TAKE HEED UNTO HIMSELF, THAT HE, DO NOT THE LEAST UNTO JACOB, ELSE WOULD HE SUFFER DEATH HIMSELF. THIS MESSAGE FROM HEAVEN CAME TO LABAN DURING THE NIGHT, FOR WHEN, IN EXTRAORDINARY CASES, GOD FINDS IT NECESSARY TO REVEAL HIMSELF UNTO THE HEATHEN, HE DOES IT ONLY IN THE DARK, CLANDESTINELY AS IT WERE, WHILE HE SHOWS HIMSELF TO THE PROPHETS OF THE JEWS OPENLY, DURING DAYLIGHT. LABAN ACCOMPLISHED THE JOURNEY IN ONE DAY FOR WHICH JACOB HAD TAKEN SEVEN, AND HE OVERTOOK HIM AT THE MOUNTAIN OF GILEAD. WHEN HE CAME UPON JACOB, HE FOUND HIM IN THE ACT OF PRAYING AND GIVING PRAISE UNTO GOD. IMMEDIATELY LABAN FELL TO REMONSTRATING WITH HIS SON-IN-LAW FOR HAVING STOLEN AWAY UNAWARES TO HIM. HE SHOWED HIS TRUE CHARACTER WHEN HE SAID, "IT IS IN THE POWER OF MY HAND TO DO THEE HURT, BUT THE GOD OF THY FATHER SPAKE UNTO ME YESTERNIGHT, SAYING, TAKE HEED TO THYSELF THAT THOU SPEAK NOT TO JACOB EITHER GOOD OR BAD." THAT IS THE WAY OF THE WICKED, THEY BOAST OF THE EVIL THEY CAN DO. LABAN WANTED TO LET JACOB KNOW THAT ONLY THE DREAM WARNING HIM AGAINST DOING AUGHT THAT WAS HARMFUL TO JACOB PREVENTED HIM FROM CARRYING OUT THE WICKED DESIGN HE HAD FORMED AGAINST HIM. LABAN CONTINUED TO TAKE JACOB TO TASK, AND HE CONCLUDED WITH THE WORDS, "AND NOW, THOUGH THOU WOULDST NEEDS BE GONE, BECAUSE THOU SORE LONGEDST AFTER THY FATHER'S HOUSE, YET WHEREFORE HAST THOU STOLEN MY GODS?" WHEN HE PRONOUNCED THE LAST WORDS, HIS GRANDCHILDREN INTERRUPTED HIM, SAYING, "WE ARE ASHAMED OF THEE, GRANDFATHER, THAT IN THY OLD AGE THOU SHOULDST USE SUCH WORDS AS 'MY GODS.' " LABAN SEARCHED ALL THE TENTS FOR HIS IDOLS, GOING FIRST TO THE TENT OF JACOB, WHICH WAS RACHEL'S AT THE SAME TIME, FOR JACOB ALWAYS DWELT WITH HIS FAVORITE WIFE. FINDING NOTHING, HE WENT THENCE TO LEAH'S TENT, AND TO THE TENTS OF THE TWO HANDMAIDS, AND, NOTICING THAT RACHEL WAS FEELING ABOUT HERE AND THERE, HIS SUSPICIONS WERE AROUSED, AND HE ENTERED HER TENT A SECOND TIME. HE WOULD NOW HAVE FOUND WHAT HE WAS LOOKING FOR, IF A MIRACLE HAD NOT COME TO PASS. THE TERAPHIM WERE TRANSFORMED INTO DRINKING VESSELS, AND LABAN HAD TO DESIST FROM HIS FRUITLESS SEARCH. NOW JACOB, WHO DID NOT KNOW THAT RACHEL HAD STOLEN HER FATHER'S TERAPHIM IN ORDER TO TURN HIM ASIDE FROM HIS IDOLATROUS WAYS, WAS WROTH WITH LABAN, AND BEGAN TO CHIDE WITH HIM. IN THE QUARREL BETWEEN THEM, JACOB'S NOBLE CHARACTER MANIFESTED ITSELF. NOTWITHSTANDING HIS EXCITEMENT, HE DID NOT SUFFER A SINGLE UNBECOMING WORD TO ESCAPE HIM. HE ONLY REMINDED LABAN OF THE LOYALTY AND DEVOTION WITH WHICH HE HAD SERVED HIM, DOING FOR HIM WHAT NONE OTHER WOULD OR COULD HAVE DONE. HE SAID: "I DEALT WRONGFULLY WITH THE LION, FOR GOD HAD APPOINTED OF LABAN'S SHEEP FOR THE LION'S DAILY SUSTENANCE, AND I DEPRIVED HIM THEREOF. COULD ANOTHER SHEPHERD HAVE DONE THUS? YES, THE PEOPLE ABUSED ME, CALLING ME ROBBER AND SNEAK THIEF, FOR THEY THOUGHT THAT ONLY BY STEALING BY DAY AND STEALING BY NIGHT COULD I REPLACE THE ANIMALS TORN BY WILD BEASTS. AND AS TO MY HONESTY," HE CONTINUED, "IS IT LIKELY THERE IS ANOTHER SON-IN-LAW WHO, HAVING LIVED WITH HIS FATHER-IN-LAW, HATH NOT TAKEN SOME LITTLE THING FROM THE HOUSEHOLD OF HIS FATHER-IN-LAW, A KNIFE, OR OTHER TRIFLE? BUT THOU HAST FELT ABOUT ALL MY STUFF, WHAT HAST THOU FOUND OF ALL THY HOUSEHOLD STUFF? NOT SO MUCH AS A NEEDLE OR A NAIL." IN HIS INDIGNATION, AND CONSCIOUS OF HIS INNOCENCE, JACOB EXCLAIMED, "WITH WHOMSOEVER THOU FINDEST THY GODS, HE SHALL NOT LIVE," WORDS WHICH CONTAINED A [SEXUAL] CURSE, THE THIEF WAS [SEXUALLY] CURSED WITH PREMATURE DEATH, AND THEREFORE RACHEL HAD TO DIE IN GIVING BIRTH TO BENJAMIN. INDEED, THE [SEXUAL] CURSE WOULD HAVE TAKEN EFFECT AT ONCE, HAD IT NOT BEEN THE WISH OF GOD THAT RACHEL SHOULD BEAR JACOB HIS YOUNGEST SON. AFTER THE QUARREL, THE TWO MEN MADE A TREATY, AND WITH HIS GIGANTIC STRENGTH JACOB SET UP A HUGE ROCK AS A MEMORIAL, AND A HEAP OF STONES AS A SIGN OF THEIR COVENANT. IN THIS MATTER JACOB FOLLOWED THE EXAMPLE OF HIS FATHERS, WHO LIKEWISE HAD COVENANTED WITH HEATHEN NATIONS, ABRAHAM WITH THE JEBUSITES, AND ISAAC WITH THE PHILISTINES. THEREFORE, JACOB DID NOT HESITATE TO MAKE A TREATY WITH THE ARAMEANS. JACOB SUMMONED HIS SONS, CALLING THEM BRETHREN, FOR THEY WERE HIS PEERS IN PIETY AND STRENGTH, AND HE BADE THEM CAST UP HEAPS OF STONES. THEREUPON HE SWORE UNTO HIS FATHER-IN-LAW THAT HE WOULD TAKE NO WIVES BESIDE HIS FOUR DAUGHTERS, EITHER WHILE THEY WERE ALIVE OR AFTER THEIR DEATH, AND LABAN, ON HIS PART, SWORE THAT HE WOULD NOT PASS OVER THE HEAPS OR OVER THE PILLAR UNTO JACOB WITH HOSTILE INTENT, AND HE TOOK THE OATH BY THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF NAHOR, WHILE JACOB MADE MENTION OF THE FEAR OF ISAAC. HE REFRAINED FROM USING THE TERM "THE GOD OF ISAAC," BECAUSE GOD NEVER UNITES HIS NAME WITH THAT OF A LIVING PERSON, FOR THE REASON THAT SO LONG AS A MAN HAS NOT ENDED HIS YEARS, NO TRUST MAY BE PUT IN HIM, LEST HE BE [SEXUALLY] SEDUCED BY THE EVIL [SEXUAL] INCLINATION. IT IS TRUE, WHEN HE APPEARED UNTO JACOB AT BETH-EL, GOD CALLED HIMSELF "THE GOD OF ISAAC." THERE WAS A REASON FOR THE UNUSUAL PHRASE. BEING BLIND, ISAAC LED A RETIRED LIFE, WITHIN HIS TENT, AND THE EVIL [SEXUAL] INCLINATION HAD NO POWER OVER HIM ANY MORE. BUT THOUGH GOD HAD FULL CONFIDENCE IN ISAAC, YET JACOB COULD NOT VENTURE TO COUPLE THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WITH THE NAME OF A LIVING MAN, WHEREFORE HE TOOK HIS OATH BY "THE FEAR OF ISAAC." EARLY IN THE MORNING AFTER THE DAY OF COVENANTING, LABAN ROSE UP, AND KISSED HIS GRANDCHILDREN AND HIS DAUGHTERS, AND BLESSED THEM. BUT THESE ACTS AND WORDS OF HIS DID NOT COME FROM THE HEART; IN HIS INNERMOST THOUGHTS HE REGRETTED THAT JACOB AND HIS FAMILY AND HIS SUBSTANCE HAD ESCAPED HIM. HIS TRUE FEELINGS HE BETRAYED IN THE MESSAGE WHICH HE SENT TO ESAU AT ONCE UPON HIS RETURN TO HARAN, BY THE HAND OF HIS SON BEOR AND TEN COMPANIONS OF HIS SON. THE MESSAGE READ: "HAST THOU HEARD WHAT JACOB THY BROTHER HAS DONE UNTO ME, WHO FIRST CAME TO ME NAKED AND BARE, AND I WENT TO MEET HIM, AND TOOK HIM TO MY HOUSE WITH HONOR, AND BROUGHT HIM UP, AND GAVE HIM MY TWO DAUGHTERS FOR WIVES, AND ALSO TWO OF MY MAIDS? AND GOD BLESSED HIM ON MY ACCOUNT, AND HE INCREASED ABUNDANTLY, AND HAD SONS AND DAUGHTERS AND MAIDSERVANTS, AND ALSO AN UNCOMMON STOCK OF FLOCKS AND HERDS, CAMELS AND ASSES, ALSO SILVER AND GOLD IN ABUNDANCE. BUT WHEN HE SAW THAT HIS WEALTH INCREASED, HE LEFT ME WHILE I WENT TO SHEAR MY SHEEP, AND HE ROSE UP AND FLED IN SECRECY. AND HE PUT HIS WIVES AND CHILDREN UPON CAMELS, AND HE LED AWAY ALL HIS CATTLE AND SUBSTANCE WHICH HE ACQUIRED IN MY LAND, AND HE RESOLVED TO GO TO HIS FATHER ISAAC, TO THE LAND OF CANAAN. AND HE DID NOT SUFFER ME TO KISS MY SONS AND DAUGHTERS, AND HE CARRIED AWAY MY DAUGHTERS AS CAPTIVES OF THE SWORD, AND HE ALSO STOLE MY GODS, AND HE FLED. AND NOW I HAVE LEFT HIM IN THE MOUNTAIN OF THE BROOK OF JABBOK, HE AND ALL BELONGING TO HIM, NOT A JOT OF HIS SUBSTANCE IS LACKING. IF IT BE THY WISH TO GO TO HIM, GO, AND THERE WILT THOU FIND HIM, AND THOU CANST DO UNTO HIM AS THY SOUL [SEXLESSLY] DESIRETH." JACOB HAD NO NEED TO FEAR EITHER LABAN OR ESAU, FOR ON HIS JOURNEY HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY TWO ANGEL HOSTS, ONE GOING WITH HIM FROM HARAN TO THE BORDERS OF THE HOLY LAND, WHERE HE WAS RECEIVED BY THE OTHER HOST, THE ANGELS OF PALESTINE. EACH OF THESE HOSTS CONSISTED OF NO LESS THAN SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND ANGELS, AND WHEN HE BEHELD THEM, JACOB SAID: "YE BELONG NEITHER TO THE HOST OF ESAU, WHO IS PREPARING TO GO OUT TO WAR AGAINST ME, NOR THE HOST OF LABAN, WHO IS ABOUT TO PURSUE ME AGAIN. YE ARE THE HOSTS OF THE HOLY ANGELS SENT BY THE LORD." AND HE GAVE THE NAME MAHANAIM, DOUBLE-HOST, TO THE SPOT ON WHICH THE SECOND ARMY RELIEVED THE FIRST.
JACOB AND ESAU PREPARE TO MEET
THE MESSAGE OF LABAN AWAKENED ESAU'S OLD HATRED TOWARD JACOB WITH INCREASED FURY, AND HE ASSEMBLED HIS HOUSEHOLD, CONSISTING OF SIXTY MEN. WITH THEM AND THREE HUNDRED AND FORTY INHABITANTS OF SEIR, HE WENT FORTH TO DO BATTLE WITH JACOB AND KILL HIM. HE DIVIDED HIS WARRIORS INTO SEVEN COHORTS, GIVING TO HIS SON ELIPHAZ HIS OWN DIVISION OF SIXTY, AND PUTTING THE OTHER SIX DIVISIONS UNDER AS MANY OF THE HORITES. WHILE ESAU WAS HASTENING ONWARD TO MEET JACOB, THE MESSENGERS WHICH LABAN HAD SENT TO ESAU CAME TO REBEKAH AND TOLD HER THAT ESAU AND HIS FOUR HUNDRED MEN WERE ABOUT TO MAKE WAR UPON JACOB, WITH THE PURPOSE OF SLAYING HIM AND TAKING POSSESSION OF ALL HE HAD. ANXIOUS LEST ESAU SHOULD EXECUTE HIS PLAN WHILE YET JACOB WAS ON THE JOURNEY, SHE HASTILY DISPATCHED SEVENTY-TWO OF THE RETAINERS OF ISAAC'S HOUSEHOLD, TO GIVE HIM HELP. JACOB, TARRYING ON THE BANKS OF THE BROOK JABBOK, REJOICED AT THE SIGHT OF THESE MEN, AND HE GREETED THEM WITH THE WORDS, "THIS IS GOD'S HELPING HOST," WHEREFORE HE CALLED THE PLACE OF THEIR MEETING MAHANAIM, HOST. AFTER THE WARRIORS SENT BY REBEKAH HAD SATISFIED HIS QUESTIONS REGARDING THE WELFARE OF HIS PARENTS, THEY DELIVERED HIS MOTHER'S MESSAGE UNTO HIM, THUS: "I HAVE HEARD, MY SON, THAT THY BROTHER ESAU HATH GONE FORTH AGAINST THEE ON THE ROAD, WITH MEN OF THE CHILDREN OF SEIR THE HORITE, AND THEREFORE, MY SON, HEARKEN TO MY VOICE, AND TAKE COUNSEL WITH THYSELF WHAT THOU WILT DO, AND WHEN HE COMETH UP TO THEE, SUPPLICATE HIM, AND DO NOT SPEAK ROUGHLY TO HIM, AND GIVE HIM A PRESENT FROM WHAT THOU POSSESSEST, AND FROM WHAT GOD HAS FAVORED THEE WITH. AND WHEN HE ASKETH THEE CONCERNING THY AFFAIRS, CONCEAL NOTHING FROM HIM, PERHAPS HE MAY TURN FROM HIS ANGER AGAINST THEE, AND THOU WILT THEREBY SAVE THY SOUL, THOU AND ALL BELONGING TO THEE, FOR IT IS THY DUTY TO HONOR HIM, SINCE HE IS THY ELDER BROTHER." AND WHEN JACOB HEARD THE WORDS OF HIS MOTHER WHICH THE MESSENGERS HAD SPOKEN TO HIM, HE LIFTED UP HIS VOICE AND WEPT BITTERLY, AND DID AS HIS MOTHER COMMANDED HIM. HE SENT MESSENGERS TO ESAU TO PLACATE HIM, AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM: "THUS SPEAKETH THY SERVANT JACOB: MY LORD, THINK NOT THAT THE BLESSING WHICH MY FATHER BESTOWED UPON ME PROFITED ME. TWENTY YEARS I SERVED LABAN, AND HE DECEIVED ME, AND CHANGED MY HIRE TEN TIMES, AS THOU WELL KNOWEST. YET DID I LABOR SORELY IN HIS HOUSE, AND GOD SAW MY AFFLICTION, MY LABOR, AND THE WORK OF MY HANDS, AND AFTERWARD HE CAUSED ME TO FIND GRACE AND FAVOR IN THE SIGHT OF LABAN. AND THROUGH GOD'S GREAT MERCY AND KINDNESS, I ACQUIRED OXEN AND ASSES AND CATTLE AND MEN-SERVANTS AND MAID SERVANTS. AND NOW I AM COMING TO MY COUNTRY AND TO MY HOME, TO MY FATHER AND MOTHER, WHO ARE IN THE LAND OF CANAAN. AND I HAVE SENT TO LET MY LORD KNOW ALL THIS IN ORDER TO FIND FAVOR IN THE EYES OF MY LORD, SO THAT HE MAY NOT IMAGINE THAT I HAVE BECOME A MAN OF SUBSTANCE, OR THAT THE BLESSING WITH WHICH MY FATHER BLESSED ME HAS BENEFITED ME." FURTHERMORE, SPAKE THE MESSENGERS: "WHY DOST THOU ENVY ME IN RESPECT TO THE BLESSING WHEREWITH MY FATHER BLESSED ME? IS IT THAT THE SUN SHINETH IN MY LAND, AND NOT IN THINE? OR DOTH THE DEW AND THE RAIN FALL ONLY UPON MY LAND, AND NOT UPON THINE? IF MY FATHER BLESSED ME WITH THE DEW OF HEAVEN, HE BLESSED THEE WITH THE FATNESS OF THE EARTH, AND IF HE SPOKE TO ME, PEOPLES WILL SERVE THEE, HE HATH SAID UNTO THEE, BY THY SWORD SHALT THOU LIVE. HOW LONG, THEN, WILT THOU CONTINUE TO ENVY ME? COME, NOW, LET US SET UP A COVENANT BETWEEN US, THAT WE WILL SHARE EQUALLY ALL THE VEXATIONS THAT MAY OCCUR." ESAU WOULD NOT AGREE TO THIS PROPOSAL, HIS FRIENDS DISSUADED HIM THEREFROM, SAYING, "ACCEPT NOT THESE CONDITIONS, FOR GOD HATH SAID TO ABRAHAM, KNOW OF A SURETY THAT THY SEED SHALL BE A STRANGER IN A LAND THAT IS NOT THEIRS, AND SHALL SERVE THE PEOPLE THEREOF, AND THE ALIENS SHALL AFFLICT THEM FOUR HUNDRED YEARS. WAIT, THEREFORE, UNTIL JACOB AND HIS FAMILY GO DOWN INTO EGYPT TO PAY OFF THIS DEBT." JACOB ALSO SENT WORD TO ESAU, SAYING: "THOUGH I DWELT WITH THAT HEATHEN OF THE HEATHEN, LABAN, YET HAVE I NOT FORGOTTEN MY GOD, BUT I FULFIL THE SIX HUNDRED AND THIRTEEN COMMANDMENTS OF THE TORAH. IF THY MIND BE SET UPON PEACE, THOU WILT FIND ME READY FOR PEACE. BUT IF THY [SEXLESS] DESIRE BE WAR, THOU WILT FIND ME READY FOR WAR. I HAVE WITH ME MEN OF VALOR AND STRENGTH, THEY HAVE BUT TO UTTER A WORD, AND GOD FULFILS IT. I TARRIED WITH LABAN UNTIL JOSEPH SHOULD BE BORN, HE WHO IS DESTINED TO SUBDUE THEE. AND THOUGH MY DESCENDANTS BE HELD IN BONDAGE IN THIS WORLD, YET A DAY WILL COME WHEN THEY WILL RULE OVER THEIR RULERS." IN REPLY TO ALL THESE GENTLE WORDS, ESAU SPOKE WITH ARROGANCE: "SURELY, I HAVE HEARD, AND TRULY IT HAS BEEN TOLD UNTO ME WHAT JACOB HAS BEEN TO LABAN, WHO BROUGHT HIM UP IN HIS HOUSE, AND GAVE HIM HIS DAUGHTERS FOR WIVES, AND HE BEGOT SONS AND DAUGHTERS, AND ABUNDANTLY INCREASED IN WEALTH AND RICHES IN LABAN'S HOUSE AND WITH HIS HELP. AND WHEN HE SAW THAT HIS WEALTH WAS ABUNDANT AND HIS RICHES WERE GREAT, HE FLED WITH ALL BELONGING TO HIM FROM LABAN'S HOUSE, AND HE CARRIED AWAY LABAN'S DAUGHTERS FROM THEIR FATHER AS CAPTIVES OF THE SWORD, WITHOUT TELLING HIM OF IT. AND NOT ONLY TO LABAN HATH JACOB DONE THUS, BUT ALSO UNTO ME HATH HE DONE SO, AND HE HATH TWICE SUPPLANTED ME, AND SHALL I BE SILENT? NOW, I HAVE THIS DAY COME WITH MY CAMP TO MEET HIM, AND I WILL DO UNTO HIM ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE OF MY HEART." THE MESSENGERS DISPATCHED BY JACOB NOW RETURNED TO HIM, AND REPORTED THESE WORDS OF ESAU UNTO HIM. THEY ALSO TOLD HIM THAT HIS BROTHER WAS ADVANCING AGAINST HIM WITH AN ARMY CONSISTING OF FOUR HUNDRED CROWNED HEADS, EACH LEADING A HOST OF FOUR HUNDRED MEN. "IT IS TRUE, THOU ART HIS BROTHER, AND THOU TREATEST HIM AS A BROTHER SHOULD," THEY SAID TO JACOB, "BUT HE IS AN ESAU, THOU MUST BE MADE AWARE OF HIS VILLAINY." JACOB BORE IN MIND THE PROMISE OF GOD, THAT HE WOULD BRING HIM BACK TO HIS FATHER'S HOUSE IN PEACE, YET THE REPORT ABOUT HIS BROTHER'S PURPOSE ALARMED HIM GREATLY. A PIOUS MAN MAY NEVER DEPEND UPON PROMISES OF EARTHLY GOOD. GOD DOES NOT KEEP THE PROMISE IF HE IS [SEXUAL] GUILTY OF THE SMALLEST CONCEIVABLE TRESPASS, AND JACOB FEARED THAT HE MIGHT HAVE FORFEITED HAPPINESS BY REASON OF A [SEXUAL] SIN COMMITTED BY HIM. MOREOVER, HE WAS ANXIOUS LEST ESAU BE THE ONE FAVORED BY GOD, INASMUCH AS HE HAD THESE TWENTY YEARS BEEN FULFILLING TWO DIVINE COMMANDS THAT JACOB HAD HAD TO DISREGARD. ESAU HAD BEEN LIVING IN THE HOLY LAND, JACOB OUTSIDE OF IT; THE FORMER HAD BEEN IN ATTENDANCE UPON HIS PARENTS, THE LATTER DWELLING AT A DISTANCE FROM THEM. AND MUCH AS HE FEARED DEFEAT, JACOB ALSO FEARED THE REVERSE, THAT HE MIGHT BE VICTORIOUS OVER ESAU, OR MIGHT EVEN SLAY HIS BROTHER, WHICH WOULD BE AS BAD AS TO BE SLAIN BY HIM. AND HE WAS DEPRESSED BY ANOTHER APPREHENSION, THAT HIS FATHER HAD DIED, FOR HE REASONED THAT ESAU WOULD NOT TAKE SUCH WARLIKE STEPS AGAINST HIS OWN BROTHER, WERE HIS FATHER STILL ALIVE. WHEN HIS WIVES SAW THE ANXIETY THAT POSSESSED JACOB, THEY BEGAN TO QUARREL WITH HIM, AND REPROACH HIM FOR HAVING TAKEN THEM AWAY FROM THEIR FATHER'S HOUSE, THOUGH HE KNEW THAT SUCH DANGER THREATENED FROM ESAU. THEN JACOB DETERMINED TO APPLY THE THREE MEANS THAT MIGHT SAVE HIM FROM THE FATE IMPENDING: HE WOULD CRY TO GOD FOR HELP, APPEASE ESAU'S WRATH WITH PRESENTS, AND HOLD HIMSELF IN READINESS FOR WAR IF THE WORST CAME TO THE WORST. HE PRAYED TO GOD: "O THOU GOD OF MY FATHER ABRAHAM, AND GOD OF MY FATHER ISAAC, GOD OF ALL WHO WALK IN THE WAYS OF THE PIOUS AND DO LIKE UNTO THEM! I AM NOT WORTHY OF THE LEAST OF ALL THE MERCIES, AND OF ALL THE TRUTH, WHICH THOU HAST SHOWED UNTO THY SERVANT. O LORD OF THE WORLD, AS THOU DIDST NOT SUFFER LABAN TO EXECUTE HIS EVIL DESIGNS AGAINST ME, SO ALSO BRING TO NAUGHT THE PURPOSE OF ESAU, WHO [SEXUALLY] DESIRETH TO SLAY ME. O LORD OF THE WORLD, IN THY TORAH WHICH THOU WILT GIVE US ON MOUNT SINAI IT IS WRITTEN, AND WHETHER IT BE COW OR EWE, YE SHALL NOT KILL IT AND HER YOUNG BOTH IN ONE DAY. IF THIS WRETCH SHOULD COME AND MURDER MY CHILDREN AND THEIR MOTHERS AT THE SAME TIME, WHO WOULD THEN [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO READ THY TORAH WHICH THOU WILT GIVE US ON MOUNT SINAI? AND YET THOU DIDST SPEAK, FOR THE SAKE OF THY MERITS AND FOR THE MERITS OF THY FATHERS I WILL DO GOOD UNTO THEE, AND IN THE FUTURE WORLD THY CHILDREN SHALL BE AS NUMEROUS AS THE SAND OF THE SEA." AS JACOB PRAYED FOR HIS OWN DELIVERANCE, SO ALSO, HE PRAYED FOR THE SALVATION OF HIS DESCENDANTS, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE ANNIHILATED BY THE DESCENDANTS OF ESAU. SUCH WAS THE PRAYER OF JACOB WHEN HE SAW ESAU APPROACHING FROM AFAR, AND GOD HEARD HIS PETITION AND LOOKED UPON HIS TEARS, AND HE GAVE HIM THE ASSURANCE THAT FOR HIS SAKE HIS DESCENDANTS, TOO, WOULD BE REDEEMED FROM ALL DISTRESS. THEN THE LORD SENT THREE ANGELS, AND THEY WENT BEFORE ESAU, AND THEY APPEARED UNTO ESAU AND HIS PEOPLE AS HUNDREDS AND THOUSANDS OF MEN RIDING UPON HORSES. THEY WERE FURNISHED WITH ALL SORTS OF WEAPONS, AND DIVIDED INTO FOUR COLUMNS. AND ONE DIVISION WENT ON, AND THEY FOUND ESAU COMING WITH FOUR HUNDRED MEN, AND THE DIVISION RAN TOWARD THEM, AND TERRIFIED THEM. ESAU FELL OFF HIS HORSE IN ALARM, AND ALL HIS MEN SEPARATED FROM HIM IN GREAT FEAR, WHILE THE APPROACHING COLUMN SHOUTED AFTER THEM, "VERILY, WE ARE THE SERVANTS OF JACOB, THE SERVANT OF GOD, AND WHO CAN STAND AGAINST US?" ESAU THEN SAID UNTO THEM, "O, THEN MY LORD AND BROTHER JACOB IS YOUR LORD, WHOM I HAVE NOT SEEN THESE TWENTY YEARS, AND NOW THAT I HAVE THIS DAY COME TO SEE HIM, DO YOU TREAT ME IN THIS MANNER?" THE ANGELS ANSWERED, "AS THE LORD LIVETH, WERE NOT JACOB THY BROTHER, WE HAD NOT LEFT ONE REMAINING OF THEE AND THY PEOPLE, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF JACOB WE WILL DO NOTHING TO THEE." THIS DIVISION PASSED FROM ESAU, AND WHEN HE HAD GONE FROM THERE ABOUT A LEAGUE, THE SECOND DIVISION CAME TOWARD HIM, AND THEY ALSO DID UNTO ESAU AND HIS MEN AS THE FIRST HAD DONE TO THEM, AND WHEN THEY PERMITTED HIM TO GO ON, THE THIRD CAME AND DID LIKE THE FIRST, AND WHEN THE THIRD HAD PASSED ALSO, AND ESAU STILL CONTINUED WITH HIS MEN ON THE ROAD TO JACOB, THE FOURTH DIVISION CAME AND DID TO THEM AS THE OTHERS HAD DONE. AND ESAU WAS GREATLY AFRAID OF HIS BROTHER, BECAUSE HE THOUGHT THAT THE FOUR COLUMNS OF THE ARMY WHICH HE HAD ENCOUNTERED WERE THE SERVANTS OF JACOB. AFTER JACOB HAD MADE AN END OF PRAYING, HE DIVIDED ALL THAT JOURNEYED WITH HIM INTO TWO COMPANIES, AND HE SET OVER THEM DAMESEK AND ALINUS, THE TWO SONS OF ELIEZER, THE BONDMAN OF ABRAHAM, AND THEIR SONS. JACOB'S EXAMPLE TEACHES US NOT TO CONCEAL THE WHOLE OF OUR FORTUNE IN ONE HIDING-PLACE, ELSE WE RUN THE DANGER OF LOSING EVERYTHING AT ONE STROKE. OF HIS CATTLE HE SENT A PART TO ESAU AS A PRESENT, FIRST DIVIDING IT INTO THREE DROVES IN ORDER TO IMPRESS HIS BROTHER MORE. WHEN ESAU RECEIVED THE FIRST DROVE, HE WOULD THINK HE HAD THE WHOLE GIFT THAT HAD BEEN SENT TO HIM, AND SUDDENLY HE WOULD BE ASTONISHED BY THE APPEARANCE OF THE SECOND PORTION, AND AGAIN BY THE THIRD. JACOB KNEW HIS BROTHER'S AVARICE ONLY TOO WELL. THE MEN WHO WERE THE BEARERS OF JACOB'S PRESENT TO ESAU WERE CHARGED WITH THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE, "THIS IS AN OFFERING TO MY LORD ESAU FROM HIS SLAVE JACOB." BUT GOD TOOK THESE WORDS OF JACOB IN ILL PART, SAYING, "THOU PROFANEST WHAT IS HOLY WHEN THOU CALLEST ESAU LORD." JACOB EXCUSED HIMSELF; HE WAS BUT FLATTERING THE WICKED IN ORDER TO ESCAPE DEATH AT HIS HANDS.
JACOB WRESTLES WITH THE ANGEL OF THE LORD
THE SERVANTS OF JACOB WENT BEFORE HIM WITH THE PRESENT FOR ESAU, AND HE FOLLOWED WITH HIS WIVES AND HIS CHILDREN. AS HE WAS ABOUT TO PASS OVER THE FORD OF JABBOK, HE OBSERVED A SHEPHERD, WHO LIKEWISE HAD SHEEP AND CAMELS. THE STRANGER APPROACHED JACOB AND PROPOSED THAT THEY SHOULD FORD THE STREAM TOGETHER, AND HELP EACH OTHER MOVE THEIR CATTLE OVER, AND JACOB ASSENTED, ON THE CONDITION THAT HIS POSSESSIONS SHOULD BE PUT ACROSS FIRST. IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE JACOB'S SHEEP WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STREAM BY THE SHEPHERD. THEN THE FLOCKS OF THE SHEPHERD WERE TO BE MOVED BY JACOB, BUT NO MATTER HOW MANY HE TOOK OVER TO THE OPPOSITE BANK, ALWAYS THERE REMAINED SOME ON THE HITHER SHORE. THERE WAS NO END TO THE CATTLE, THOUGH JACOB LABORED ALL THE NIGHT THROUGH. AT LAST HE LOST PATIENCE, AND HE FELL UPON THE SHEPHERD AND CAUGHT HIM BY THE THROAT, CRYING OUT, "O THOU WIZARD, THOU WIZARD, AT NIGHT NO ENCHANTMENT SUCCEEDS!" THE ANGEL THOUGHT, "VERY WELL, LET HIM KNOW ONCE FOR ALL WITH WHOM HE HAS HAD DEALINGS," AND WITH HIS FINGER HE TOUCHED THE EARTH, WHENCE FIRE BURST FORTH. BUT JACOB SAID, "WHAT! THOU THINKEST THUS TO AFFRIGHT ME, WHO AM MADE WHOLLY OF FIRE?" THE SHEPHERD WAS NO LESS A PERSONAGE THAN THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL, AND IN HIS COMBAT WITH JACOB HE WAS ASSISTED BY THE WHOLE HOST OF ANGELS UNDER HIS COMMAND. HE WAS ON THE POINT OF INFLICTING A DANGEROUS WOUND UPON JACOB, WHEN GOD APPEARED, AND ALL THE ANGELS, EVEN MICHAEL HIMSELF, FELT THEIR STRENGTH OOZE AWAY. SEEING THAT HE COULD NOT PREVAIL AGAINST JACOB, THE ARCHANGEL TOUCHED THE HOLLOW OF HIS THIGH, AND INJURED HIM, AND GOD REBUKED HIM, SAYING, "DOST THOU ACT AS IS SEEMLY, WHEN THOU CAUSEST A BLEMISH IN MY PRIEST JACOB?" MICHAEL SAID IN ASTONISHMENT, "WHY, IT IS I WHO AM THY PRIEST!" BUT GOD SAID, "THOU ART MY PRIEST IN HEAVEN, AND HE IS MY PRIEST ON EARTH." THEREUPON MICHAEL SUMMONED THE ARCHANGEL RAPHAEL, SAYING, "MY COMRADE, I PRAY THEE, HELP ME OUT OF MY DISTRESS, FOR THOU ART CHARGED WITH THE HEALING OF ALL DISEASE," AND RAPHAEL CURED JACOB OF THE INJURY MICHAEL HAD INFLICTED. THE LORD CONTINUED TO REPROACH MICHAEL, SAYING, "WHY DIDST THOU DO HARM UNTO MY FIRST-BORN SON?" AND THE ARCHANGEL ANSWERED, "I DID IT ONLY TO GLORIFY THEE," AND THEN GOD APPOINTED MICHAEL AS THE GUARDIAN ANGEL OF JACOB AND HIS SEED UNTO THE END OF ALL GENERATIONS, WITH THESE WORDS: "THOU ART A FIRE, AND SO IS JACOB A FIRE; THOU ART THE HEAD OF THE ANGELS, AND HE IS THE HEAD OF THE NATIONS; THOU ART SUPREME OVER ALL THE ANGELS, AND HE IS SUPREME OVER ALL THE PEOPLES. THEREFORE, HE WHO IS SUPREME OVER ALL THE ANGELS SHALL BE APPOINTED UNTO HIM WHO IS SUPREME OVER ALL THE PEOPLES, THAT HE MAY ENTREAT MERCY FOR HIM FROM THE SUPREME ONE OVER ALL." THEN MICHAEL SAID UNTO JACOB, "HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THOU WHO COULDST PREVAIL AGAINST ME, THE MOST DISTINGUISHED OF THE ANGELS, ART AFRAID OF ESAU?" WHEN THE DAY BROKE, MICHAEL SAID TO JACOB, "LET ME GO, FOR THE DAY BREAKETH," BUT JACOB HELD HIM BACK, SAYING, "ART THOU A THIEF, OR A GAMBLER WITH DICE, THAT THOU FEAREST THE DAYLIGHT?" AT THAT MOMENT APPEARED MANY DIFFERENT HOSTS OF ANGELS, AND THEY CALLED UNTO MICHAEL: "ASCEND, O MICHAEL, THE TIME OF SONG HATH COME, AND IF THOU ART NOT IN HEAVEN TO LEAD THE CHOIR, NONE WILL SING." AND MICHAEL ENTREATED JACOB WITH SUPPLICATIONS TO LET HIM GO, FOR HE FEARED THE ANGELS OF 'ARABOT WOULD CONSUME HIM WITH FIRE, IF HE WERE NOT THERE TO START THE SONGS OF PRAISE AT THE PROPER TIME. JACOB SAID, "I WILL NOT LET THEE GO, EXCEPT THOU BLESS ME," WHERETO MICHAEL MADE REPLY: "WHO IS GREATER, THE SERVANT OR THE SON? I AM THE SERVANT, AND THOU ART THE SON. WHY, THEN, CRAVEST THOU MY BLESSING?" JACOB URGED AS AN ARGUMENT, "THE ANGELS THAT VISITED ABRAHAM DID NOT LEAVE WITHOUT BLESSING HIM," BUT MICHAEL HELD, "THEY WERE SENT BY GOD FOR THAT VERY PURPOSE, AND I WAS NOT." YET JACOB INSISTED UPON HIS DEMAND, AND MICHAEL PLEADED WITH HIM, SAYING, "THE ANGELS THAT BETRAYED A HEAVENLY [TOP] SECRET, WERE BANISHED FROM THEIR PLACE FOR ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS. DOST, THOU [SEXUAL] DESIRE THAT I SHOULD ACQUAINT THEE WITH WHAT WOULD CAUSE MY BANISHMENT LIKEWISE?" IN THE END THE ANGEL NEVERTHELESS HAD TO YIELD; JACOB COULD NOT BE MOVED, AND MICHAEL TOOK COUNSEL WITH HIMSELF THUS: "I WILL REVEAL A SECRET TO HIM, AND IF GOD DEMANDS TO KNOW WHY I REVEALED IT, I WILL MAKE ANSWER, THY CHILDREN STAND UPON THEIR WISHES WITH THEE, AND THOU DOST YIELD TO THEM. HOW, THEN, COULD I HAVE LEFT JACOB'S WISH UNFULFILLED?" THEN MICHAEL SPOKE TO JACOB, SAYING: "A DAY WILL COME WHEN GOD WILL REVEAL HIMSELF UNTO THEE, AND HE WILL CHANGE THY NAME, AND I SHALL BE PRESENT WHEN HE CHANGETH IT. THY NAME SHALL BE CALLED NO MORE JACOB, BUT ISRAEL, FOR HAPPY THOU, OF WOMAN BORN, WHO DIDST ENTER THE HEAVENLY PALACE, AND DIDST ESCAPE THENCE WITH THY LIFE." AND MICHAEL BLESSED JACOB WITH THE WORDS, "MAY IT BE THE WILL OF GOD THAT THY DESCENDANTS BE AS PIOUS AS THOU ART." AT THE SAME TIME THE ARCHANGEL REMINDED JACOB THAT HE HAD PROMISED TO GIVE A TITHE OF HIS POSSESSIONS UNTO GOD, AND AT ONCE JACOB SEPARATED FIVE HUNDRED AND FIFTY HEAD OF CATTLE FROM HIS HERDS, WHICH COUNTED FIFTY-FIVE HUNDRED. THEN MICHAEL WENT ON, "BUT THOU HAST SONS, AND OF THEM THOU HAST NOT SET APART THE TENTH." JACOB PROCEEDED TO PASS HIS SONS IN REVIEW: REUBEN, JOSEPH, DAN, AND GAD BEING THE FIRST-BORN, EACH OF HIS MOTHER, WERE EXEMPT, AND THERE REMAINED BUT EIGHT SONS, AND WHEN HE HAD NAMED THEM, DOWN TO BENJAMIN, HE HAD TO GO BACK AND BEGIN OVER AGAIN WITH SIMON, THE NINTH, AND FINISH WITH LEVI AS THE TENTH. MICHAEL TOOK LEVI WITH HIM INTO HEAVEN, AND PRESENTED HIM BEFORE GOD, SAYING, "O LORD OF THE WORLD, THIS ONE IS THY LOT, AND THE TENTH BELONGING UNTO THEE," AND GOD STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND AND BLESSED LEVI WITH THE BLESSING THAT HIS CHILDREN SHOULD BE THE SERVANTS OF GOD ON EARTH AS THE ANGELS WERE HIS SERVANTS ON HIGH. MICHAEL SPOKE AGAIN, "DOTH NOT A KING, PROVIDE FOR THE SUSTENANCE OF HIS SERVANTS?" WHEREUPON GOD APPOINTED FOR THE LEVITES ALL THAT WAS HOLY UNTO THE LORD. THEN JACOB SPOKE TO THE ANGEL: "MY FATHER CONFERRED THE BLESSING UPON ME THAT WAS INTENDED FOR ESAU, AND NOW I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO KNOW WHETHER THOU WILT ACKNOWLEDGE THE BLESSING AS MINE, OR WILT BRING CHARGES AGAINST ME ON ACCOUNT OF IT." AND THE ANGEL SAID: "I ACKNOWLEDGE THE BLESSING TO BE THINE BY RIGHT. THOU DIDST NOT GAIN IT BY CRAFT AND CUNNING, AND I AND ALL THE HEAVENLY POWERS RECOGNIZE IT TO BE VALID, FOR THOU HAST SHOWN THYSELF MASTER OVER THE MIGHTY POWERS OF THE HEAVENS AS OVER ESAU AND HIS LEGIONS." AND EVEN, THEN JACOB WOULD NOT LET THE ANGEL DEPART, HE HAD TO REVEAL HIS NAME TO HIM FIRST, AND THE ANGEL MADE KNOWN TO HIM THAT IT WAS ISRAEL, THE SAME NAME THAT JACOB WOULD ONCE BEAR. AT LAST THE ANGEL DEPARTED, AFTER JACOB HAD BLESSED HIM, AND JACOB CALLED THE PLACE OF WRESTLING PENUEL, THE SAME PLACE TO WHICH BEFORE HE HAD GIVEN THE NAME MAHANAIM, FOR BOTH WORDS HAVE BUT ONE MEANING, THE PLACE OF ENCOUNTER WITH ANGELS.
THE MEETING BETWEEN ESAU AND JACOB
AT THE BREAK OF DAY, THE ANGEL LEFT OFF FROM WRESTLING WITH JACOB. THE DAWN ON THAT DAY WAS OF PARTICULARLY SHORT DURATION. THE SUN ROSE TWO HOURS BEFORE HIS TIME, BY WAY OF COMPENSATION FOR HAVING SET EARLY, ON THE DAY ON WHICH JACOB PASSED MOUNT MORIAH ON HIS JOURNEY TO HARAN, TO INDUCE HIM TO TURN ASIDE AND LODGE FOR A NIGHT ON THE FUTURE TEMPLE PLACE. INDEED, THE POWER OF THE SUN ON THIS SAME DAY WAS ALTOGETHER REMARKABLE. HE SHONE WITH THE BRILLIANCE AND ARDOR WITH WHICH HE WAS INVESTED DURING THE SIX DAYS OF THE CREATION, AND AS HE WILL SHINE AT THE END OF DAYS, TO MAKE WHOLE THE HALT AND THE BLIND AMONG THE JEWS AND TO CONSUME THE HEATHEN. THIS SAME HEALING AND DEVASTATING PROPERTY HE HAD ON THAT DAY, TOO, FOR JACOB WAS CURED, WHILE ESAU AND HIS PRINCES WERE ALL BUT BURNT UP BY HIS TERRIBLE HEAT. JACOB WAS IN DIRE NEED OF HEALING LOTIONS FOR THE INJURY HE HAD SUSTAINED IN THE ENCOUNTER WITH THE ANGEL. THE COMBAT BETWEEN THEM HAD BEEN GRIM, THE DUST WHIRLED UP BY THE SCUFFLE ROSE TO THE VERY THRONE OF GOD. THOUGH JACOB PREVAILED AGAINST HIS HUGE OPPONENT, AS BIG AS ONE-THIRD OF THE WHOLE WORLD, THROWING HIM TO THE GROUND AND KEEPING HIM PINNED DOWN, YET THE ANGEL HAD INJURED HIM BY CLUTCHING AT THE SINEW OF THE HIP WHICH IS UPON THE HOLLOW OF THE THIGH, SO THAT IT WAS DISLOCATED, AND JACOB HALTED UPON HIS THIGH. THE HEALING POWER OF THE SUN RESTORED HIM, NEVERTHELESS HIS CHILDREN TOOK IT UPON THEMSELVES NOT TO EAT THE SINEW OF THE HIP WHICH IS UPON THE HOLLOW OF THE THIGH, FOR THEY REPROACHED THEMSELVES WITH HAVING BEEN THE CAUSE OF HIS MISHAP, THEY SHOULD NOT HAVE LEFT HIM ALONE IN THAT NIGHT. NOW, ALTHOUGH JACOB HAD PREPARED FOR THE WORST, FOR OPEN HOSTILITIES EVEN, YET WHEN HE SAW ESAU AND HIS MEN, HE THOUGHT IT DISCREET TO MAKE SEPARATE DIVISIONS OF THE HOUSEHOLDS OF LEAH, RACHEL, AND THE HANDMAIDS, AND DIVIDE THE CHILDREN UNTO EACH OF THEM. AND HE PUT THE HANDMAIDS AND THEIR CHILDREN FOREMOST, AND LEAH AND HER CHILDREN AFTER, AND RACHEL AND JOSEPH HINDERMOST. IT WAS THE STRATAGEM WHICH THE FOX USED WITH THE LION. ONCE UPON A TIME THE KING OF BEASTS WAS WROTH WITH HIS SUBJECTS, AND THEY LOOKED HITHER AND THITHER FOR A SPOKESMAN WHO MASTERED THE ART OF APPEASING THEIR RULER. THE FOX OFFERED HIMSELF FOR THE UNDERTAKING, SAYING, "I KNOW THREE HUNDRED FABLES WHICH WILL ALLAY HIS FURY." HIS OFFER WAS ACCEPTED WITH JOY. ON THE WAY TO THE LION, THE FOX SUDDENLY STOOD STILL, AND IN REPLY TO THE QUESTIONS PUT TO HIM, HE SAID, "I HAVE FORGOTTEN ONE HUNDRED OF THE THREE HUNDRED FABLES." "NEVER MIND," SAID THOSE ACCOMPANYING HIM, "TWO HUNDRED WILL SERVE THE PURPOSE." A LITTLE WAY FURTHER ON THE FOX AGAIN STOPPED SUDDENLY, AND, QUESTIONED AGAIN, HE CONFESSED THAT HE HAD FORGOTTEN HALF OF THE TWO HUNDRED REMAINING FABLES. THE ANIMALS WITH HIM STILL CONSOLED HIM THAT THE HUNDRED HE KNEW WOULD SUFFICE. BUT THE FOX HALTED A THIRD TIME, AND THEN HE ADMITTED THAT HIS MEMORY HAD FAILED HIM ENTIRELY, AND HE HAD FORGOTTEN ALL THE FABLES HE KNEW, AND HE ADVISED THAT EVERY ANIMAL APPROACH THE KING ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT AND ENDEAVOR TO APPEASE HIS ANGER. AT FIRST JACOB HAD HAD COURAGE ENOUGH TO ENTER THE LISTS WITH ESAU IN BEHALF OF ALL WITH HIM. NOW HE CAME TO THE CONCLUSION TO LET EACH ONE, TRY TO DO WHAT HE COULD FOR HIMSELF. HOWEVER, JACOB WAS TOO FOND A FATHER TO EXPOSE HIS FAMILY TO THE FIRST BRUNT OF THE DANGER. HE HIMSELF PASSED OVER BEFORE ALL THE REST, SAYING, "IT IS BETTER THAT THEY ATTACK ME THAN MY CHILDREN." AFTER HIM CAME THE HANDMAIDS AND THEIR CHILDREN. HIS REASON FOR PLACING THEM THERE WAS THAT, IF ESAU SHOULD BE OVERCOME BY [SEXUAL] PASSION FOR THE WOMEN, AND TRY TO VIOLATE THEM, HE WOULD THUS MEET THE HANDMAIDS FIRST, AND IN THE MEANTIME, JACOB WOULD HAVE THE CHANCE OF PREPARING FOR MORE DETERMINED RESISTANCE IN THE DEFENSE OF THE HONOR OF HIS WIVES. JOSEPH AND RACHEL CAME LAST, AND JOSEPH WALKED IN FRONT OF HIS MOTHER, THOUGH JACOB HAD ORDERED THE REVERSE. BUT THE SON KNEW BOTH THE BEAUTY OF HIS MOTHER AND THE LUSTFULNESS OF HIS UNCLE, AND THEREFORE HE TRIED TO HIDE RACHEL FROM THE SIGHT OF ESAU. IN THE VEHEMENCE OF HIS RAGE AGAINST JACOB, ESAU VOWED THAT HE WOULD NOT SLAY HIM WITH BOW AND ARROW, BUT WOULD BITE HIM DEAD WITH HIS MOUTH, AND SUCK HIS BLOOD. BUT HE WAS DOOMED TO BITTER DISAPPOINTMENT, FOR JACOB'S NECK TURNED AS HARD AS IVORY, AND IN HIS HELPLESS FURY ESAU COULD BUT GNASH HIS TEETH. THE TWO BROTHERS WERE LIKE THE RAM AND THE WOLF. A WOLF WANTED TO TEAR A RAM IN PIECES, AND THE RAM DEFENDED HIMSELF WITH HIS HORNS, STRIKING THEM DEEP INTO THE FLESH OF THE WOLF. BOTH BEGAN TO HOWL, THE WOLF BECAUSE HE COULD NOT SECURE HIS PREY, AND THE RAM FROM FEAR THAT THE WOLF, RENEW HIS ATTACKS. ESAU BAWLED BECAUSE HIS TEETH WERE HURT BY THE IVORY-LIKE FLESH OF JACOB'S NECK, AND JACOB FEARED THAT HIS BROTHER WOULD MAKE A SECOND ATTEMPT TO BITE HIM. ESAU ADDRESSED A QUESTION TO HIS BROTHER. "TELL ME," HE SAID, "WHAT WAS THE ARMY I MET?" FOR ON HIS MARCH AGAINST JACOB HE HAD HAD A MOST PECULIAR EXPERIENCE WITH A GREAT HOST OF FORTY THOUSAND WARRIORS. IT CONSISTED OF VARIOUS KINDS OF TROOPS, ARMOR-CLAD SOLDIERS WALKING ON FOOT, MOUNTED ON HORSES, AND SEATED IN CHARIOTS, AND THEY ALL THREW THEMSELVES UPON ESAU WHEN THEY MET. HE DEMANDED TO KNOW WHENCE THEY CAME, AND THE STRANGE SOLDIERS HARDLY INTERRUPTED THEIR SAVAGE ONSLAUGHT TO REPLY THAT THEY BELONGED TO JACOB. ONLY WHEN ESAU TOLD THEM THAT JACOB WAS HIS BROTHER DID THEY LEAVE OFF, SAYING, "WOE TO US IF OUR MASTER HEARS THAT WE DID THEE HARM." THIS WAS THE ARMY AND THE ENCOUNTER ESAU INQUIRED ABOUT AS SOON AS HE MET HIS BROTHER. BUT THE ARMY WAS A HOST OF ANGELS, WHO HAD THE APPEARANCE OF WARRIORS TO ESAU AND HIS MEN. ALSO, THE MESSENGERS SENT BY JACOB TO ESAU HAD BEEN ANGELS, FOR NO MERE HUMAN BEING COULD BE INDUCED TO GO FORTH AND FACE THE RECREANT. JACOB NOW GAVE ESAU THE PRESENTS INTENDED FOR HIM, A TENTH OF ALL HIS CATTLE, AND ALSO PEARLS AND PRECIOUS STONES, AND, BESIDES, A FALCON FOR THE CHASE. BUT EVEN THE ANIMALS REFUSED TO GIVE UP THEIR GENTLE MASTER JACOB AND BECOME THE PROPERTY OF THE VILLAIN ESAU. THEY ALL RAN AWAY WHEN JACOB WANTED TO HAND THEM OVER TO HIS BROTHER, AND THE RESULT WAS THAT THE ONLY ONES THAT REACHED ESAU WERE THE FEEBLE AND THE LAME, ALL THAT COULD NOT MAKE GOOD THEIR ESCAPE. AT FIRST ESAU DECLINED THE PRESENTS OFFERED TO HIM. NATURALLY, THAT WAS A MERE PRETENSE. WHILE REFUSING THE GIFTS WITH WORDS, HE HELD HIS HAND OUTSTRETCHED READY TO RECEIVE THEM. JACOB TOOK THE HINT, AND INSISTED THAT HE ACCEPT THEM, SAYING: "NAY, I PRAY THEE, IF NOW I HAVE FOUND GRACE IN THY SIGHT, THEN RECEIVE MY PRESENT AT MY HAND, FORASMUCH AS I HAVE SEEN THY FACE, AS I HAVE SEEN THE FACE OF ANGELS, AND THOU ART PLEASED WITH ME." THE CLOSING WORDS WERE CHOSEN WITH WELL-CALCULATED PURPOSE. JACOB WANTED ESAU TO DERIVE THE MEANING THAT HE HAD INTERCOURSE WITH ANGELS, AND TO BE INSPIRED WITH AWE. JACOB WAS LIKE THE MAN INVITED TO A BANQUET BY HIS MORTAL ENEMY WHO HAS BEEN SEEKING AN OPPORTUNITY TO SLAY HIM. WHEN THE GUEST DIVINES THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH HE HAS BEEN BROUGHT THITHER, HE SAYS TO THE HOST: "WHAT A MAGNIFICENT AND DELICIOUS MEAL THIS IS! BUT ONCE BEFORE IN MY LIFE, DID I PARTAKE OF ONE LIKE IT, AND THAT WAS WHEN I WAS BIDDEN BY THE KING TO HIS TABLE"--ENOUGH TO DRIVE TERROR TO THE HEART OF THE WOULD-BE SLAYER. HE TAKES GOOD CARE NOT TO HARM A MAN ON SUCH INTIMATE TERMS WITH THE KING AS TO BE INVITED TO HIS TABLE! JACOB HAD VALID REASON FOR RECALLING HIS ENCOUNTER WITH THE ANGEL, FOR IT WAS THE ANGEL OF ESAU WHO HAD MEASURED HIS STRENGTH WITH JACOB'S, AND HAD BEEN OVERCOME. AS ESAU ACCEPTED THE PRESENTS OF JACOB WILLINGLY ON THIS FIRST OCCASION, SO HE CONTINUED TO ACCEPT THEM FOR A WHOLE YEAR; DAILY JACOB GAVE HIM PRESENTS AS ON THE DAY OF THEIR MEETING, FOR, HE SAID, " 'A GIFT DOTH BLIND THE EYES OF THE WISE,' AND HOW MUCH MORE DOTH IT, BLIND THE WICKED! THEREFORE, WILL I GIVE HIM PRESENTS UPON PRESENTS, PERHAPS HE WILL LET ME ALONE." BESIDES, HE DID NOT ATTACH MUCH VALUE TO THE POSSESSIONS HE HAD ACQUIRED OUTSIDE OF THE HOLY LAND. SUCH POSSESSIONS ARE NOT A BLESSING, AND HE DID NOT HESITATE TO PART WITH THEM. BESIDE THE PRESENTS WHICH JACOB GAVE ESAU, HE ALSO PAID OUT A LARGE SUM OF MONEY TO HIM FOR THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH. IMMEDIATELY UPON HIS ARRIVAL IN THE HOLY LAND HE SOLD ALL HE HAD BROUGHT WITH HIM FROM HARAN, AND A PILE OF GOLD WAS THE PROCEEDS OF THE SALE. HE SPOKE TO ESAU, SAYING: "LIKE ME THOU HAST A SHARE IN THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH, WILT THOU TAKE THIS PILE OF GOLD FOR THY PORTION THEREIN?" "WHAT CARE I FOR THE CAVE?" RETURNED ESAU. "GOLD IS WHAT I WANT," AND FOR HIS SHARE IN MACHPELAH HE TOOK THE GOLD REALIZED FROM THE SALE OF THE POSSESSIONS JACOB HAD ACCUMULATED OUTSIDE OF THE HOLY LAND. BUT GOD "FILLED THE VACUUM WITHOUT DELAY," AND JACOB WAS AS RICH AS BEFORE. WEALTH WAS NOT AN OBJECT OF [SEXUAL] DESIRE TO JACOB. HE WOULD HAVE BEEN WELL CONTENT, IN HIS OWN BEHALF AND IN BEHALF OF HIS FAMILY, TO RESIGN ALL EARTHLY TREASURES IN FAVOR OF ESAU AND HIS FAMILY. HE SAID TO ESAU: "I FORESEE THAT IN FUTURE DAYS SUFFERING WILL BE INFLICTED BY THY CHILDREN UPON MINE. BUT I DO NOT DEMUR, THOU MAYEST EXERCISE THY DOMINION AND WEAR THY CROWN UNTIL THE TIME WHEN THE MESSIAH SPRINGS FROM MY LOINS, AND RECEIVES THE RULE FROM THEE." THESE WORDS SPOKEN BY JACOB WILL BE REALIZED IN DAYS TO COME, WHEN ALL THE NATIONS WILL RISE UP AGAINST THE KINGDOM OF EDOM, AND TAKE AWAY ONE CITY AFTER ANOTHER FROM HIM, ONE REALM AFTER ANOTHER, UNTIL THEY REACH BET-GUBRIN, AND THEN THE MESSIAH WILL APPEAR AND ASSUME HIS KINGSHIP. THE ANGEL OF EDOM WILL FLEE FOR REFUGE TO BOZRAH, BUT GOD WILL APPEAR THERE, AND SLAY HIM, FOR THOUGH BOZRAH IS ONE OF THE CITIES OF REFUGE, YET WILL THE LORD EXERCISE THE RIGHT OF THE AVENGER THEREIN. HE WILL SEIZE THE ANGEL BY HIS HAIR, AND ELIJAH WILL SLAUGHTER HIM, LETTING THE BLOOD SPATTER THE GARMENTS OF GOD. ALL THIS JACOB HAD IN MIND WHEN HE SAID TO ESAU, "LET MY LORD, I PRAY THEE, PASS OVER BEFORE HIS SERVANT, UNTIL I COME UNTO MY LORD UNTO SEIR." JACOB HIMSELF NEVER WENT TO SEIR. WHAT HE MEANT WAS THE MESSIANIC TIME WHEN ISRAEL SHALL GO TO SEIR, AND TAKE POSSESSION THEREOF. JACOB TARRIED IN SUCCOTH A WHOLE YEAR, AND HE OPENED A HOUSE OF LEARNING THERE. THEN HE JOURNEYED ON TO SHECHEM, WHILE ESAU BETOOK HIMSELF TO SEIR, SAYING TO HIMSELF, "HOW LONG SHALL I BE A BURDEN TO MY BROTHER?" FOR IT WAS DURING JACOB'S SOJOURN AT SUCCOTH THAT ESAU RECEIVED DAILY PRESENTS FROM JACOB. AND JACOB, AFTER ABIDING THESE MANY YEARS IN A STRANGE LAND, CAME TO SHECHEM IN PEACE, UNIMPAIRED IN MIND AND BODY. HE HAD FORGOTTEN NONE OF THE KNOWLEDGE HE HAD ACQUIRED BEFORE; THE GIFTS HE GAVE TO ESAU DID NOT ENCROACH UPON HIS WEALTH; THE INJURY INFLICTED BY THE ANGEL THAT WRESTLED WITH HIM HAD BEEN HEALED, AND LIKEWISE HIS CHILDREN WERE SOUND AND HEALTHY. JACOB ENTERED SHECHEM ON A FRIDAY, LATE IN THE AFTERNOON, AND HIS FIRST CONCERN WAS TO LAY OUT THE BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY, THAT THE [SEXLESS] LAWS OF THE SABBATH [SATURDAY] MIGHT NOT BE TRANSGRESSED. AS SOON AS HE WAS SETTLED IN THE PLACE, HE SENT PRESENTS TO THE NOTABLES. A MAN MUST BE GRATEFUL TO A CITY FROM WHICH HE DERIVES BENEFITS. NO LESS DID THE COMMON PEOPLE ENJOY HIS BOUNTY. FOR THEM HE OPENED A MARKET WHERE HE SOLD ALL WARES AT LOW PRICES. ALSO, HE LOST NO TIME IN BUYING A PARCEL OF GROUND, FOR IT IS THE DUTY OF EVERY MAN OF SUBSTANCE WHO COMES TO THE HOLY LAND FROM OUTSIDE TO MAKE HIMSELF THE POSSESSOR OF LAND THERE. HE GAVE A HUNDRED LAMBS FOR HIS ESTATE, A HUNDRED YEARLING SHEEP, AND A HUNDRED PIECES OF MONEY, AND RECEIVED IN RETURN A BILL OF SALE, TO WHICH HE ATTACHED HIS SIGNATURE, USING THE LETTERS YOD-HE FOR IT. AND THEN HE ERECTED AN ALTAR TO GOD UPON HIS LAND, AND HE SAID, "THOU ART THE LORD OF ALL CELESTIAL THINGS, AND I AM THE LORD OF ALL EARTHLY THINGS." BUT GOD SAID, "NOT EVEN THE OVERSEER OF THE SYNAGOGUE ARROGATES PRIVILEGES IN THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THOU ASSUMEST LORDSHIP WITH A HIGH HAND? FORSOOTH, ON THE MORROW THY DAUGHTER WILL GO ABROAD, AND SHE SHALL BE HUMBLED."
THE OUTRAGE AT SHECHEM
WHILE JACOB AND HIS SONS WERE SITTING IN THE HOUSE OF LEARNING, OCCUPIED WITH THE STUDY OF THE TORAH, DINAH WENT ABROAD TO SEE THE DANCING AND SINGING WOMEN, WHOM SHECHEM HAD HIRED TO DANCE AND PLAY IN THE STREETS IN ORDER TO ENTICE HER FORTH. HAD SHE REMAINED AT HOME, NOTHING WOULD HAVE HAPPENED TO HER. BUT SHE WAS A WOMAN, AND ALL WOMEN LIKE TO SHOW THEMSELVES IN THE STREET. WHEN SHECHEM CAUGHT SIGHT OF HER, HE SEIZED HER BY MAIN FORCE, YOUNG THOUGH SHE WAS, AND VIOLATED HER IN BEASTLY FASHION. THIS MISFORTUNE BEFELL JACOB AS A PUNISHMENT FOR HIS EXCESSIVE SELF-CONFIDENCE. IN HIS NEGOTIATIONS WITH LABAN, HE HAD USED THE EXPRESSION, "MY RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL ANSWER FOR ME HEREAFTER." BESIDES, ON HIS RETURN TO PALESTINE, WHEN HE WAS PREPARING TO MEET HIS BROTHER, HE CONCEALED HIS DAUGHTER DINAH IN A CHEST, LEST ESAU [SEXUALLY] DESIRE TO HAVE HER FOR WIFE, AND HE BE OBLIGED TO GIVE HER TO HIM. GOD SPOKE TO HIM, SAYING: "HEREIN HAST THOU ACTED UNKINDLY TOWARD THY BROTHER, AND THEREFORE DINAH WILL HAVE TO MARRY JOB, ONE THAT IS NEITHER CIRCUMCISED NOR A PROSELYTE. THOU DIDST REFUSE TO GIVE HER TO ONE THAT IS CIRCUMCISED, AND ONE THAT IS UNCIRCUMCISED WILL TAKE HER. THOU DIDST REFUSE TO GIVE HER TO ESAU IN [SEXLESS] LAWFUL WEDLOCK, AND NOW SHE WILL FALL A VICTIM TO THE RAVISHER'S ILLICIT [SEXUAL] PASSION." WHEN JACOB HEARD THAT SHECHEM HAD DEFILED HIS DAUGHTER, HE SENT TWELVE SERVANTS TO FETCH DINAH FROM SHECHEM'S HOUSE, BUT SHECHEM WENT OUT TO THEM WITH HIS MEN, AND DROVE THEM FROM HIS HOUSE, AND HE WOULD NOT SUFFER THEM TO COME UNTO DINAH, AND HE KISSED AND EMBRACED HER BEFORE THEIR EYES. JACOB THEN SENT TWO MAIDENS OF HIS SERVANTS' DAUGHTERS TO REMAIN WITH DINAH IN THE HOUSE OF SHECHEM. SHECHEM BADE THREE OF HIS FRIENDS GO TO HIS FATHER HAMOR, THE SON OF HADDAKUM, THE SON OF PERED, AND SAY, "GET ME THIS DAMSEL TO WIFE." HAMOR TRIED AT FIRST TO PERSUADE HIS SON NOT TO TAKE A HEBREW WOMAN TO WIFE, BUT WHEN SHECHEM PERSISTED IN HIS REQUEST, HE DID ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF HIS SON, AND WENT FORTH TO COMMUNICATE WITH JACOB CONCERNING THE MATTER. IN THE MEANWHILE, THE SONS OF JACOB RETURNED FROM THE FIELD, AND, KINDLED WITH WRATH, THEY SPOKE UNTO THEIR FATHER, SAYING, "SURELY DEATH IS DUE TO THIS MAN AND HIS HOUSEHOLD, BECAUSE THE LORD GOD OF THE WHOLE EARTH COMMANDED NOAH AND HIS CHILDREN THAT MAN SHALL NEVER ROB NOR COMMIT ADULTERY. NOW, BEHOLD, SHECHEM HAS RAVAGED AND COMMITTED FORNICATION WITH OUR SISTER, AND NOT ONE OF ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY SPAKE A WORD TO HIM." AND WHILST THEY WERE SPEAKING, HAMOR CAME TO SPEAK TO JACOB THE WORDS OF HIS SON CONCERNING DINAH, AND AFTER HE CEASED TO SPEAK, SHECHEM HIMSELF CAME TO JACOB AND REPEATED THE REQUEST MADE BY HIS FATHER. SIMON AND LEVI ANSWERED HAMOR AND SHECHEM DECEITFULLY, SAYING: "ALL YOU HAVE SPOKEN UNTO US WE WILL DO. AND, BEHOLD, OUR SISTER IS IN YOUR HOUSE, BUT KEEP AWAY FROM HER UNTIL WE SEND TO OUR FATHER ISAAC CONCERNING THIS MATTER, FOR WE CAN DO NOTHING WITHOUT HIS COUNSEL. HE KNOWS THE WAYS OF OUR FATHER ABRAHAM, AND WHATEVER HE SAITH UNTO US WE WILL TELL YOU, WE WILL CONCEAL NOTHING FROM YOU." SHECHEM AND HIS FATHER WENT HOME THEREAFTER, SATISFIED WITH THE RESULT ACHIEVED, AND WHEN THEY HAD GONE, THE SONS OF JACOB ASKED HIM TO SEEK COUNSEL AND PRETEXT IN ORDER TO KILL ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITY, WHO HAD DESERVED THIS PUNISHMENT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS. THEN SIMON SAID TO THEM: "I HAVE GOOD COUNSEL TO GIVE YOU. BID THEM BE CIRCUMCISED. IF THEY CONSENT NOT, WE SHALL TAKE OUR DAUGHTER FROM THEM, AND GO AWAY. AND IF THEY CONSENT TO DO THIS, THEN, WHEN THEY ARE IN PAIN, WE SHALL ATTACK THEM AND SLAY THEM." THE NEXT MORNING SHECHEM AND HIS FATHER CAME AGAIN TO JACOB, TO SPEAK CONCERNING DINAH, AND THE SONS OF JACOB SPOKE DECEITFULLY TO THEM, SAYING: "WE TOLD OUR FATHER ISAAC ALL YOUR WORDS, AND YOUR WORDS PLEASED HIM, BUT HE SAID, THAT THUS DID ABRAHAM HIS FATHER COMMAND HIM FROM GOD, THAT ANY MAN THAT IS NOT OF HIS DESCENDANTS, WHO [SEXLESSLY] DESIRETH TO TAKE ONE OF HIS DAUGHTERS TO WIFE, SHALL CAUSE EVERY MALE BELONGING TO HIM TO BE CIRCUMCISED." SHECHEM AND HIS FATHER HASTENED TO DO THE WISHES OF THE SONS OF JACOB, AND THEY PERSUADED ALSO THE MEN OF THE CITY TO DO LIKEWISE, FOR THEY WERE GREATLY ESTEEMED BY THEM, BEING THE PRINCES OF THE LAND. ON THE NEXT DAY, SHECHEM AND HIS FATHER ROSE UP EARLY IN THE MORNING, AND THEY ASSEMBLED ALL THE MEN OF THE CITY, AND THEY CALLED FOR THE SONS OF JACOB, AND THEY CIRCUMCISED SHECHEM, HIS FATHER, HIS FIVE BROTHERS, AND ALL THE MALES IN THE CITY, SIX HUNDRED AND FORTY-FIVE MEN AND TWO HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SIX LADS. HADDAKUM, THE GRANDFATHER OF SHECHEM, AND HIS SIX BROTHERS WOULD NOT BE CIRCUMCISED, AND THEY WERE GREATLY INCENSED AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY FOR SUBMITTING TO THE WISHES OF THE SONS OF JACOB. IN THE EVENING OF THE SECOND DAY, SHECHEM AND HIS FATHER SENT TO HAVE EIGHT LITTLE CHILDREN WHOM THEIR MOTHERS HAD CONCEALED BROUGHT TO THEM TO BE CIRCUMCISED. HADDAKUM AND HIS SIX BROTHERS SPRANG AT THE MESSENGERS, AND SOUGHT TO SLAY THEM, AND SOUGHT TO SLAY ALSO SHECHEM, HAMOR, AND DINAH. THEY CHIDED SHECHEM AND HIS FATHER FOR DOING A THING THAT THEIR FATHERS HAD NEVER DONE, WHICH WOULD RAISE THE IRE OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND OF CANAAN AGAINST THEM, AS WELL AS THE IRE OF ALL THE CHILDREN OF HAM, AND THAT ON ACCOUNT OF A HEBREW WOMAN. HADDAKUM AND HIS BROTHERS FINISHED BY SAYING: "BEHOLD, TO-MORROW WE WILL GO AND ASSEMBLE OUR CANAANITISH BRETHREN, AND WE WILL COME AND SMITE YOU AND ALL IN WHOM YOU TRUST, THAT THERE SHALL NOT BE A REMNANT LEFT OF YOU OR THEM." WHEN HAMOR AND HIS SON SHECHEM AND ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY HEARD THIS, THEY WERE SORE AFRAID, AND THEY REPENTED WHAT THEY HAD DONE, AND SHECHEM AND HIS FATHER ANSWERED HADDAKUM AND HIS BROTHERS: "BECAUSE WE SAW THAT THE HEBREWS WOULD NOT ACCEDE TO OUR WISHES CONCERNING THEIR DAUGHTER, WE DID THIS THING, BUT WHEN WE SHALL HAVE OBTAINED OUR REQUEST FROM THEM, WE WILL THEN DO UNTO THEM THAT WHICH IS IN YOUR HEARTS AND IN OURS, AS SOON AS WE SHALL BECOME STRONG." DINAH, WHO HEARD THEIR WORDS, HASTENED AND DISPATCHED ONE OF HER MAIDENS WHOM HER FATHER HAD SENT TO TAKE CARE OF HER IN SHECHEM'S HOUSE, AND INFORMED JACOB AND HIS SONS OF THE CONSPIRACY PLOTTED AGAINST THEM. WHEN THE SONS OF JACOB HEARD THIS, THEY WERE FILLED WITH WRATH, AND SIMON AND LEVI SWORE, AND SAID, "AS THE LORD LIVETH, BY TO-MORROW THERE SHALL NOT BE A REMNANT LEFT IN THE WHOLE CITY." THEY BEGAN THE EXTERMINATION BY KILLING EIGHTEEN OF THE TWENTY YOUNG MEN WHO HAD CONCEALED THEMSELVES AND WERE NOT CIRCUMCISED, AND TWO OF THEM FLED AND ESCAPED TO SOME LIME PITS THAT WERE IN THE CITY. THEN SIMON AND LEVI SLEW ALL THE CITY, NOT LEAVING A MALE OVER, AND WHILE THEY WERE LOOKING FOR SPOILS OUTSIDE OF THE CITY, THREE HUNDRED WOMEN ROSE AGAINST THEM AND THREW STONES AND DUST UPON THEM, BUT SIMON SINGLE-HANDED SLEW THEM ALL, AND RETURNED TO THE CITY, WHERE HE JOINED LEVI. THEN THEY TOOK AWAY FROM THE PEOPLE OUTSIDE OF THE CITY THEIR SHEEP, THEIR OXEN, THEIR CATTLE, AND ALSO THE WOMEN AND THE LITTLE CHILDREN, AND THEY LED ALL THESE AWAY, AND TOOK THEM TO THE CITY TO THEIR FATHER JACOB. THE NUMBER OF WOMEN WHOM THEY DID NOT SLAY, BUT ONLY TOOK CAPTIVE, WAS EIGHTY-FIVE VIRGINS, AMONG THEM A YOUNG DAMSEL OF GREAT BEAUTY BY THE NAME OF BUNAH, WHOM SIMON TOOK TO WIFE. THE NUMBER OF THE MALES WHICH THEY TOOK CAPTIVE AND DID NOT SLAY WAS FORTY-SEVEN, AND ALL THESE MEN AND WOMEN WERE SERVANTS TO THE SONS OF JACOB, AND TO THEIR CHILDREN AFTER THEM, UNTIL THE DAY THEY LEFT EGYPT.
A WAR FRUSTRATED
WHEN SIMON AND LEVI HAD GONE FROM THE CITY, THE TWO YOUNG MEN WHO HAD CONCEALED THEMSELVES IN THE LIME PITS, AND WERE NOT SLAIN AMONGST THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY, ROSE UP, AND THEY FOUND THE CITY DESOLATE, WITHOUT A MAN, ONLY WEEPING WOMEN, AND THEY CRIED OUT, SAYING, "BEHOLD, THIS IS THE EVIL WHICH THE SONS OF JACOB DID WHO DESTROYED ONE OF THE CANAANITE CITIES, AND WERE NOT AFRAID OF ALL THE LAND OF CANAAN." THEY LEFT THE CITY AND WENT TO TAPPUAH, AND TOLD THE INHABITANTS ALL THAT THE SONS OF JACOB HAD DONE TO THE CITY OF SHECHEM. JASHUB, THE KING OF TAPPUAH, SENT TO SHECHEM TO SEE WHETHER THESE YOUNG MEN TOLD THE TRUTH, FOR HE DID NOT BELIEVE THEM, SAYING, "HOW COULD TWO MEN DESTROY A LARGE CITY LIKE SHECHEM?" THE MESSENGERS OF JASHUB RETURNED, AND THEY REPORTED, "THE CITY IS DESTROYED, NOT A MAN IS LEFT THERE, ONLY WEEPING WOMEN, NEITHER ARE THERE FLOCKS AND CATTLE THERE, FOR ALL THAT WAS IN THE CITY WAS TAKEN AWAY BY THE SONS OF JACOB." JASHUB WONDERED THEREAT, FOR THE LIKE HAD NOT BEEN HEARD FROM THE DAYS OF NIMROD, AND NOT EVEN FROM THE REMOTEST TIMES, THAT TWO MEN SHOULD BE ABLE TO DESTROY SO LARGE A CITY, AND HE DECIDED TO GO TO WAR AGAINST THE HEBREWS, AND AVENGE THE CAUSE OF THE PEOPLE OF SHECHEM. HIS COUNSELLORS SAID TO HIM: "IF TWO OF THEM LAID WASTE A WHOLE CITY, SURELY IF THOU GOEST AGAINST THEM, THEY ALL WILL RISE UP AGAINST US, AND DESTROY US. THEREFORE, SEND TO THE KINGS ROUND ABOUT, THAT WE ALL TOGETHER FIGHT AGAINST THE SONS OF JACOB, AND PREVAIL AGAINST THEM." THE SEVEN KINGS OF THE AMORITES, WHEN THEY HEARD THE EVIL THAT THE SONS OF JACOB HAD DONE TO THE CITY OF SHECHEM, ASSEMBLED TOGETHER, WITH ALL THEIR ARMIES, TEN THOUSAND MEN, WITH DRAWN SWORDS, AND THEY CAME TO FIGHT AGAINST THE SONS OF JACOB. AND JACOB WAS GREATLY AFRAID, AND HE SAID TO SIMON AND LEVI, "WHY HAVE YOU BROUGHT SUCH EVIL UPON ME? I WAS AT REST, AND YOU PROVOKED THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND AGAINST ME BY YOUR ACTS." THEN JUDAH SPOKE TO HIS FATHER: "WAS IT FOR NAUGHT THAT SIMON AND LEVI KILLED THE INHABITANTS OF SHECHEM? VERILY, IT WAS BECAUSE SHECHEM DISHONORED OUR SISTER, AND TRANSGRESSED THE COMMAND OF OUR GOD TO NOAH AND HIS CHILDREN, AND NOT ONE OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITY INTERFERED IN THE MATTER. NOW, WHY ART THOU AFRAID, AND WHY ART THOU DISPLEASED AT MY BRETHREN? SURELY, OUR GOD, WHO DELIVERED THE CITY OF SHECHEM AND ITS PEOPLE INTO THEIR HAND, HE WILL ALSO DELIVER INTO OUR HANDS ALL THE CANAANITISH KINGS WHO ARE COMING AGAINST US. NOW CAST AWAY THY FEARS, AND PRAY TO GOD TO ASSIST US AND DELIVER US." JUDAH THEN ADDRESSED HIS BRETHREN, SAYING: "THE LORD OUR GOD IS WITH US! FEAR NAUGHT, THEN! STAND YE FORTH, EACH MAN, GIRT WITH HIS WEAPONS OF WAR, HIS BOW AND HIS SWORD, AND WE WILL GO AND FIGHT AGAINST THE UNCIRCUMCISED. THE LORD IS OUR GOD, HE WILL SAVE US." JACOB, HIS ELEVEN SONS, AND ONE HUNDRED SERVANTS BELONGING TO ISAAC, WHO HAD COME TO THEIR ASSISTANCE, MARCHED FORWARD TO MEET THE AMORITES, A PEOPLE EXCEEDINGLY NUMEROUS, LIKE UNTO THE SAND UPON THE SEA-SHORE. THE SONS OF JACOB SENT UNTO THEIR GRANDFATHER ISAAC, AT HEBRON, REQUESTING HIM TO PRAY UNTO THE LORD TO PROTECT THEM FROM THE HAND OF THE CANAANITES, AND HE PRAYED AS FOLLOWS: "O LORD GOD, THOU DIDST PROMISE MY FATHER, SAYING, I WILL MULTIPLY THY SEED AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN, AND ALSO ME THOU DIDST PROMISE THAT THOU WOULDST ESTABLISH THY WORD TO MY FATHER. NOW, O LORD, GOD OF THE WHOLE WORLD, PERVERT, I PRAY THEE, THE COUNSEL OF THESE KINGS, THAT THEY MAY NOT FIGHT AGAINST MY SONS, AND IMPRESS THE HEARTS OF THEIR KINGS AND THEIR PEOPLE WITH THE TERROR OF MY SONS, AND BRING DOWN THEIR PRIDE THAT THEY TURN AWAY FROM MY SONS. DELIVER MY SONS AND THEIR SERVANTS FROM THEM WITH THY STRONG HAND AND OUTSTRETCHED ARM, FOR POWER AND MIGHT ARE IN THY HANDS TO DO ALL THIS." JACOB ALSO PRAYED UNTO GOD, AND SAID: "O LORD GOD, POWERFUL AND EXALTED GOD, WHO HAST REIGNED FROM DAYS OF OLD, FROM THEN UNTIL NOW AND FOREVER! THOU ART HE WHO STIRRETH UP WARS AND CAUSETH THEM TO CEASE. IN THY HAND ARE POWER AND MIGHT TO EXALT AND TO BRING LOW. O MAY MY PRAYER BE ACCEPTABLE UNTO THEE, THAT THOU MAYEST TURN TO ME WITH THY MERCIES, TO IMPRESS THE HEARTS OF THESE KINGS AND THEIR PEOPLE WITH THE TERROR OF MY SONS, AND TERRIFY THEM AND THEIR CAMPS, AND WITH THY GREAT KINDNESS DELIVER ALL THOSE THAT TRUST IN THEE, FOR THOU ART HE WHO SUBDUES THE PEOPLES UNDER US, AND THE NATIONS UNDER OUR FEET." GOD HEARD THE PRAYERS OF ISAAC AND JACOB, AND HE FILLED THE HEARTS OF ALL THE ADVISERS OF THE CANAANITE KINGS WITH GREAT FEAR AND TERROR, AND WHEN THE KINGS, WHO WERE UNDECIDED WHETHER TO UNDERTAKE A CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE SONS OF JACOB, CONSULTED THEM, THEY SAID: "ARE YOU SILLY, OR IS THERE NO UNDERSTANDING IN YOU, THAT YOU PROPOSE TO FIGHT WITH THE HEBREWS? WHY DO YOU TAKE DELIGHT IN YOUR OWN DESTRUCTION THIS DAY? BEHOLD, TWO OF THEM CAME TO THE CITY OF SHECHEM WITHOUT FEAR OR TERROR, AND THEY PUT ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITY TO THE SWORD, NO MAN STOOD UP AGAINST THEM, AND HOW WILL YOU BE ABLE TO FIGHT WITH THEM ALL?" THE ROYAL COUNSELLORS THEN PROCEEDED TO ENUMERATE ALL THE MIGHTY THINGS GOD HAD DONE FOR ABRAHAM, JACOB, AND THE SONS OF JACOB, SUCH AS HAD NOT BEEN DONE FROM DAYS OF OLD AND BY ANY OF THE GODS OF THE NATIONS. WHEN THE KINGS HEARD ALL THE WORDS OF THEIR ADVISERS, THEY WERE AFRAID OF THE SONS OF JACOB, AND THEY WOULD NOT FIGHT AGAINST THEM. THEY TURNED BACK WITH THEIR ARMIES ON THAT DAY, EACH TO HIS OWN CITY. BUT THE SONS OF JACOB KEPT THEIR STATION THAT DAY TILL EVENING, AND SEEING THAT THE KINGS DID NOT ADVANCE TO DO BATTLE WITH THEM IN ORDER TO AVENGE THE INHABITANTS OF SHECHEM WHOM THEY HAD KILLED, THEY RETURNED HOME. THE WRATH OF THE LORD DESCENDED UPON THE INHABITANTS OF SHECHEM TO THE UTTERMOST ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS. FOR THEY HAD SOUGHT TO DO UNTO SARAH AND REBEKAH AS THEY DID UNTO DINAH, BUT THE LORD HAD PREVENTED THEM. ALSO, THEY HAD PERSECUTED ABRAHAM WHEN HE WAS A STRANGER, AND THEY HAD VEXED HIS FLOCKS WHEN THEY WERE BIG WITH YOUNG, AND EBLAEN, ONE BORN IN HIS HOUSE, THEY HAD HANDLED MOST SHAMEFULLY. AND THUS, THEY DID TO ALL STRANGERS, TAKING AWAY THEIR WIVES BY FORCE.
THE WAR WITH THE NINEVITES
THE DESTRUCTION OF SHECHEM BY SIMON AND LEVI TERRIFIED THE HEATHEN ALL AROUND. IF TWO SONS OF JACOB HAD SUCCEEDED IN [SEXUALLY] RUINING A GREAT CITY LIKE SHECHEM, THEY ARGUED, WHAT WOULD JACOB AND ALL HIS SONS ACCOMPLISH ACTING TOGETHER? JACOB MEANWHILE LEFT SHECHEM, HINDERED BY NONE, AND WITH ALL HIS POSSESSIONS HE SET OUT, TO BETAKE HIMSELF TO HIS FATHER ISAAC. BUT AFTER AN EIGHT DAYS' MARCH HE ENCOUNTERED A POWERFUL ARMY, WHICH HAD BEEN DISPATCHED FROM NINEVEH TO LEVY TRIBUTE UPON THE WHOLE WORLD AND SUBJUGATE IT. ON COMING IN THE VICINITY OF SHECHEM, THIS ARMY HEARD TO WHAT THE CITY HAD BEEN EXPOSED AT THE HANDS OF THE SONS OF JACOB, AND FURY SEIZED THE MEN, AND THEY RESOLVED TO MAKE WAR UPON JACOB. BUT JACOB SAID TO HIS SONS: "FEAR NOT, GOD WILL BE YOUR HELPER, AND HE WILL FIGHT FOR YOU AGAINST YOUR ENEMIES. ONLY YOU MUST PUT AWAY FROM YOU THE STRANGE GODS IN YOUR POSSESSION, AND YOU MUST PURIFY YOURSELVES, AND WASH YOUR GARMENTS CLEAN." GIRT WITH HIS SWORD, JACOB ADVANCED AGAINST THE ENEMY, AND IN THE FIRST ONSLAUGHT HE SLEW TWELVE THOUSAND OF THE WEAK IN THE ARMY. THEN JUDAH SPAKE TO HIM, AND SAID, "FATHER, THOU ART TIRED AND EXHAUSTED, LET ME FIGHT THE ENEMY ALONE." AND JACOB REPLIED, SAYING, "JUDAH, MY SON, I KNOW THY STRENGTH AND THY BRAVERY, THAT THEY ARE EXCEEDING GREAT, SO THAT NONE IN THE WORLD IS LIKE UNTO THEE THEREIN." HIS COUNTENANCE LIKE A LION'S AND INFLAMED WITH WRATH, JUDAH ATTACKED THE ARMY, AND SLEW TWELVE MYRIADS OF TRIED AND FAMOUS WARRIORS. THE BATTLE RAGED HOT IN FRONT AND IN THE REAR, AND LEVI HIS BROTHER HASTENED TO HIS AID, AND TOGETHER THEY WON A VICTORY OVER THE NINEVITES. JUDAH ALONE SLEW FIVE THOUSAND MORE SOLDIERS, AND LEVI DEALT BLOWS RIGHT AND LEFT WITH SUCH VIGOR THAT THE MEN OF THE ENEMY'S ARMY FELL LIKE GRAIN UNDER THE SCYTHE OF THE REAPER. ALARMED ABOUT THEIR FATE, THE PEOPLE OF NINEVEH SAID: "HOW LONG SHALL WE FIGHT WITH THESE DEVILS? LET US RETURN TO OUR LAND, LEST THEY EXTERMINATE US ROOT AND BRANCH, WITHOUT LEAVING A REMNANT." BUT THEIR KING [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO RESTRAIN THEM, AND HE SAID: "O YE HEROES, YE MEN OF MIGHT AND VALOR, HAVE YOU LOST YOUR SENSES THAT YOU ASK TO RETURN TO YOUR LAND? IS THIS YOUR BRAVERY? AFTER YOU HAVE SUBDUED MANY KINGDOMS AND COUNTRIES, YE ARE NOT ABLE TO HOLD OUT AGAINST TWELVE MEN? IF THE NATIONS AND THE KINGS WHOM WE HAVE MADE TRIBUTARY TO OURSELVES HEAR OF THIS, THEY WILL RISE UP AGAINST US AS A MAN, AND MAKE A LAUGHING-STOCK OF US, AND DO WITH US ACCORDING TO THEIR [SEXLESS] DESIRE. TAKE COURAGE, YE MEN OF THE GREAT CITY OF NINEVEH, THAT YOUR HONOR AND YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BE EXALTED, AND YOU BECOME NOT A MOCKERY IN THE MOUTH OF YOUR ENEMIES." THESE WORDS OF THEIR KING INSPIRED THE WARRIORS TO CONTINUE THE CAMPAIGN. THEY SENT MESSENGERS TO ALL THE LANDS TO ASK FOR HELP, AND, REINFORCED BY THEIR ALLIES, THE NINEVITES ASSAULTED JACOB A SECOND TIME. HE SPOKE TO HIS SONS, SAYING, "TAKE COURAGE AND BE MEN, FIGHT AGAINST YOUR ENEMIES." HIS TWELVE SONS THEN TOOK UP THEIR STAND IN TWELVE DIFFERENT PLACES, LEAVING CONSIDERABLE INTERVALS BETWEEN ONE AND ANOTHER, AND JACOB, A SWORD IN HIS RIGHT HAND AND A BOW IN HIS LEFT, ADVANCED TO THE COMBAT. IT WAS A DESPERATE ENCOUNTER FOR HIM. HE HAD TO WARD OFF THE ENEMY TO THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT. NEVERTHELESS, HE INFLICTED A SEVERE BLOW, AND WHEN A BAND OF TWO THOUSAND MEN BESET HIM, HE LEAPT UP IN THE AIR AND OVER THEM AND VANISHED FROM THEIR SIGHT. TWENTY-TWO MYRIADS HE SLEW ON THIS DAY, AND WHEN EVENING CAME, HE PLANNED TO FLEE UNDER COVER OF DARKNESS. BUT SUDDENLY NINETY THOUSAND MEN APPEARED, AND HE WAS COMPELLED TO CONTINUE THE FIGHT. HE RUSHED AT THEM WITH HIS SWORD, BUT IT BROKE, AND HE HAD TO DEFEND HIMSELF BY GRINDING HUGE ROCKS INTO LIME POWDER, AND THIS HE THREW AT THE ENEMY AND BLINDED THEM SO THAT THEY COULD SEE NOTHING. LUCKILY, DARKNESS WAS ABOUT TO FALL, AND HE COULD PERMIT HIMSELF TO TAKE REST FOR THE NIGHT. IN THE MORNING, JUDAH SAID TO JACOB, "FATHER, THOU DIDST FIGHT THE WHOLE OF YESTERDAY, AND THOU ART WEARY AND EXHAUSTED. LET ME FIGHT THIS DAY." WHEN THE WARRIORS CAUGHT SIGHT OF JUDAH'S LION FACE AND HIS LION TEETH, AND HEARD HIS LION VOICE, THEY WERE GREATLY AFRAID. JUDAH HOPPED AND JUMPED OVER THE ARMY LIKE A FLEA, FROM ONE WARRIOR TO THE NEXT, RAINING BLOWS DOWN UPON THEM INCESSANTLY, AND BY EVENING HE HAD SLAIN EIGHTY THOUSAND AND NINETY-SIX MEN, ARMED WITH SWORDS AND BOWS. BUT FATIGUE OVERCAME HIM, AND ZEBULON TOOK UP HIS STATION AT HIS BROTHER'S LEFT HAND, AND MOWED DOWN EIGHTY THOUSAND OF THE ENEMY. MEANTIME JUDAH REGAINED SOME OF HIS STRENGTH, AND, RISING UP IN WRATH AND FURY, AND GNASHING HIS TEETH WITH A NOISE LIKE UNTO THUNDER CLAPS IN MIDSUMMER, HE PUT THE ARMY TO FLIGHT. IT RAN A DISTANCE OF EIGHTEEN MILES, AND JUDAH COULD ENJOY A RESPITE THAT NIGHT. BUT THE ARMY REAPPEARED ON THE MORROW, READY FOR BATTLE AGAIN, TO TAKE REVENGE ON JACOB AND HIS CHILDREN. THEY BLEW THEIR TRUMPETS, WHEREUPON JACOB SPAKE TO HIS SONS, "GO FORTH AND FIGHT WITH YOUR ENEMIES." ISSACHAR AND GAD SAID THAT THIS DAY THEY WOULD TAKE THE COMBAT UPON THEMSELVES, AND THEIR FATHER BADE THEM DO IT WHILE THEIR BROTHERS KEPT GUARD AND HELD THEMSELVES IN READINESS TO AID AND RELIEVE THE TWO COMBATANTS WHEN THEY SHOWED SIGNS OF WEARINESS AND EXHAUSTION. THE LEADERS OF THE DAY SLEW FORTY-EIGHT THOUSAND WARRIORS, AND PUT TO FLIGHT TWELVE MYRIADS MORE, WHO CONCEALED THEMSELVES IN A CAVE. ISSACHAR AND GAD FETCHED TREES FROM THE WOODS, PILED THE TRUNKS UP IN FRONT OF THE OPENING OF THE CAVE, AND SET FIRE TO THEM. WHEN THE FIRE BLAZED WITH A FIERCE FLAME, THE WARRIORS SPOKE, SAYING: "WHY SHOULD WE STAY IN THIS CAVE AND PERISH WITH THE SMOKE AND THE HEAT? RATHER WILL WE GO FORTH AND FIGHT WITH OUR ENEMIES, THEN WE MAY HAVE A CHANCE OF SAVING OURSELVES." THEY LEFT THE CAVE, GOING THROUGH OPENINGS AT THE SIDE, AND THEY ATTACKED ISSACHAR AND GAD IN FRONT AND BEHIND. DAN AND NAPHTALI SAW THE PLIGHT OF THEIR BROTHERS AND RAN TO THEIR ASSISTANCE. THEY LAID ABOUT WITH THEIR SWORDS, HEWING A WAY FOR THEMSELVES TO ISSACHAR AND GAD, AND, UNITED WITH THEM, THEY, TOO, OPPOSED THE FOE. IT WAS THE THIRD DAY OF THE CONFLICT, AND THE NINEVITES WERE REINFORCED BY AN ARMY AS NUMEROUS AS THE SAND ON THE SEA-SHORE. ALL THE SONS OF JACOB UNITED TO OPPOSE IT, AND THEY ROUTED THE HOST. BUT WHEN THEY PURSUED AFTER THE ENEMY, THE FUGITIVES FACED ABOUT AND RESUMED THE BATTLE, SAYING: "WHY SHOULD WE RUN AWAY? LET US RATHER FIGHT THEM, PERHAPS WE MAY BE VICTORIOUS, NOW THEY ARE WEARY." A STUBBORN COMBAT ENSUED, AND WHEN JACOB SAW THE VEHEMENT ATTACK UPON HIS CHILDREN, HE HIMSELF SPRANG INTO THE THICK OF THE BATTLE AND DEALT BLOWS RIGHT AND LEFT. NEVERTHELESS, THE HEATHEN, WERE VICTORIOUS, AND SUCCEEDED IN SEPARATING JUDAH FROM HIS BRETHREN. AS SOON AS JACOB WAS AWARE OF THE PERIL OF HIS SON, HE WHISTLED, AND JUDAH RESPONDED, AND HIS BRETHREN HASTENED TO HIS AID. JUDAH WAS FATIGUED AND PARCHED WITH THIRST, AND THERE WAS NO WATER FOR HIM TO DRINK, BUT HE DUG HIS FINGER INTO THE GROUND WITH SUCH FORCE THAT WATER GUSHED OUT IN THE SIGHT OF THE WHOLE ARMY. THEN SAID ONE WARRIOR TO ANOTHER, "I WILL FLEE BEFORE THESE DEVILS, FOR GOD FIGHTS ON THEIR SIDE," AND HE AND ALL THE ARMY FLED PRECIPITATELY, PURSUED BY THE SONS OF JACOB. SOLDIERS WITHOUT NUMBER THEY SLEW, AND THEN THEY WENT BACK TO THEIR TENTS. ON THEIR RETURN THEY NOTICED THAT JOSEPH WAS MISSING, AND THEY FEARED HE HAD BEEN KILLED OR TAKEN CAPTIVE. NAPHTALI RAN AFTER THE RETREATING ENEMY, TO MAKE SEARCH FOR JOSEPH, AND HE FOUND HIM STILL FIGHTING AGAINST THE NINEVITE ARMY. HE JOINED JOSEPH, AND KILLED COUNTLESS SOLDIERS, AND OF THE FUGITIVES MANY DROWNED, AND THE MEN THAT WERE BESETTING JOSEPH RAN OFF AND LEFT HIM IN SAFETY. AT THE END OF THE WAR JACOB CONTINUED HIS JOURNEY, UNHINDERED, TO HIS FATHER ISAAC.
THE WAR WITH THE AMORITES
AT FIRST THE PEOPLE THAT LIVED ROUND ABOUT SHECHEM MADE NO ATTEMPT TO MOLEST JACOB, WHO HAD RETURNED THITHER AFTER A WHILE, TOGETHER WITH HIS HOUSEHOLD, TO TAKE UP HIS ABODE THERE AND ESTABLISH HIMSELF. BUT AT THE END OF SEVEN YEARS THE HEATHEN BEGAN TO HARASS HIM. THE KINGS OF THE AMORITES ASSEMBLED TOGETHER AGAINST THE SONS OF JACOB TO SLAY THEM IN THE VALLEY OF SHECHEM. "IS IT NOT ENOUGH," THEY SAID, "THAT THEY HAVE SLAIN ALL THE MEN OF SHECHEM? SHOULD THEY BE PERMITTED NOW TO TAKE POSSESSION OF THEIR LAND, TOO?" AND THEY ADVANCED TO RENDER BATTLE. JUDAH LEAPT INTO THE MIDST OF THE RANKS OF THE FOOT SOLDIERS OF THE ALLIED KINGS, AND SLEW FIRST OF ALL JASHUB, THE KING OF TAPPUAH, WHO WAS CLAD IN IRON AND BRASS FROM TOP TO TOE. THE KING WAS MOUNTED, AND FROM HIS HORSE HE CAST HIS SPEARS DOWNWARD WITH BOTH HANDS, IN FRONT OF HIM AND IN BACK, WITHOUT EVER MISSING HIS AIM, FOR HE WAS A MIGHTY WARRIOR, AND HE COULD THROW JAVELINS WITH ONE HAND OR THE OTHER. NEVERTHELESS, JUDAH FEARED NEITHER HIM NOR HIS PROWESS. HE RAN TOWARD HIM, SNATCHING A STONE OF SIXTY SELA'IM FROM THE GROUND AND HURLING IT AT HIM. JASHUB WAS AT A DISTANCE OF ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SEVEN ELLS [6195 MILES] AND ONE-THIRD OF AN ELL [1.2 MILES], AND, PROTECTED WITH IRON ARMOR AND THROWING SPEARS, HE MOVED FORWARD UPON JUDAH. BUT JUDAH STRUCK HIM ON HIS SHIELD WITH THE STONE, AND UNHORSED HIM. WHEN THE KING ATTEMPTED TO RISE, JUDAH HASTENED TO HIS SIDE TO SLAY HIM BEFORE HE COULD GET ON HIS FEET. BUT JASHUB WAS NIMBLE, HE STOOD READY TO ATTACK JUDAH, SHIELD TO SHIELD, AND HE DREW HIS SWORD TO CUT OFF JUDAH'S HEAD. QUICKLY JUDAH RAISED HIS SHIELD TO CATCH THE BLOW UPON IT, BUT IT BROKE IN PIECES. WHAT DID JUDAH NOW? HE WRESTED THE SHIELD OF HIS OPPONENT AWAY FROM HIM, AND SWUNG HIS SWORD AGAINST JASHUB'S FEET, CUTTING THEM OFF ABOVE THE ANKLES. THE KING, FELL PROSTRATE, HIS SWORD SLIPPED FROM HIS GRASP, AND JUDAH HASTENED TO HIM AND SEVERED HIS HEAD FROM HIS BODY. WHILE JUDAH WAS REMOVING THE ARMOR OF HIS SLAIN ADVERSARY, NINE OF JASHUB'S FOLLOWERS APPEARED. JUDAH SLUNG A STONE AGAINST THE HEAD OF THE FIRST OF THEM THAT APPROACHED HIM, WITH SUCH FORCE THAT HE DROPPED HIS SHIELD, WHICH JUDAH SNATCHED FROM THE GROUND AND USED TO DEFEND HIMSELF AGAINST HIS EIGHT ASSAILANTS. HIS BROTHER LEVI CAME AND STOOD NEXT TO HIM, AND SHOT OFF AN ARROW THAT KILLED ELON, KING OF GAASH, AND THEN JUDAH KILLED THE EIGHT MEN. AND HIS FATHER JACOB CAME AND KILLED ZERORI KING OF SHILOH. NONE OF THE HEATHEN COULD PREVAIL AGAINST THESE SONS OF JACOB, THEY HAD NOT THE COURAGE TO STAND UP BEFORE THEM, BUT TOOK TO FLIGHT, AND THE SONS OF JACOB PURSUED AFTER THEM, AND EACH SLEW A THOUSAND MEN OF THE AMORITES ON THAT DAY, BEFORE THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN. AND THE OTHER SONS OF JACOB SET FORTH FROM THE HILL OF SHECHEM, WHERE THEY HAD TAKEN UP THEIR STAND, AND THEY ALSO PURSUED AFTER THEM AS FAR AS HAZOR. BEFORE THIS CITY THEY HAD ANOTHER SEVERE ENCOUNTER WITH THE ENEMY, MORE SEVERE THAN THAT IN THE VALLEY OF SHECHEM. JACOB LET HIS ARROWS FLY, AND SLEW PIRATHON KING OF HAZOR, AND THEN PASUSI KING OF SARTAN, LABAN KING OF ARAM, AND SHEBIR KING OF MAHANAIM. JUDAH WAS THE FIRST TO MOUNT THE WALLS OF HAZOR. AS HE APPROACHED THE TOP, FOUR WARRIORS ATTACKED HIM, BUT HE SLEW THEM WITHOUT STOPPING IN HIS ASCENT, AND BEFORE HIS BROTHER NAPHTALI COULD BRING HIM SUCCOR. NAPHTALI FOLLOWED HIM, AND THE TWO STOOD UPON THE WALL, JUDAH TO THE RIGHT AND NAPHTALI TO THE LEFT, AND THENCE THEY DEALT OUT DEATH TO THE WARRIORS. THE OTHER SONS OF JACOB FOLLOWED THEIR TWO BROTHERS IN TURN, AND MADE AN END OF EXTERMINATING THE HEATHEN HOST ON THAT DAY. THEY SUBJUGATED HAZOR, SLEW THE WARRIORS THEREOF, LET NO MAN ESCAPE WITH HIS LIFE, AND DESPOILED THE CITY OF ALL THEREIN. ON THE DAY FOLLOWING THEY WENT TO SARTAN, AND AGAIN A BLOODY BATTLE TOOK PLACE. SARTAN WAS SITUATED UPON HIGH LAND, AND THE HILL BEFORE THE CITY WAS LIKEWISE VERY HIGH, SO THAT NONE COULD COME NEAR UNTO IT, AND ALSO NONE COULD COME NEAR UNTO THE CITADEL, BECAUSE THE WALL THEREOF WAS HIGH. NEVERTHELESS, THEY MADE THEMSELVES MASTERS OF THE CITY. THEY SCALED THE WALLS OF THE CITADEL, JUDAH ON THE EAST SIDE BEING THE FIRST TO ASCEND, THEN GAD ON THE WEST SIDE, SIMON AND LEVI ON THE NORTH, AND REUBEN AND DAN ON THE SOUTH, AND NAPHTALI AND ISSACHAR SET FIRE TO THE HINGES UPON WHICH THE GATES OF THE CITY WERE HUNG. IN THE SAME WAY THE SONS OF JACOB SUBDUED FIVE OTHER CITIES, TAPPUAH, ARBEL, SHILOH, MAHANAIM, AND GAASH, MAKING AN END OF ALL OF THEM IN FIVE DAYS. ON THE SIXTH DAY ALL THE AMORITES ASSEMBLED, AND THEY CAME TO JACOB AND HIS SONS UNARMED, BOWED DOWN BEFORE THEM, AND SUED FOR PEACE. AND THE SONS OF JACOB MADE PEACE WITH THE HEATHEN, WHO CEDED TIMNA TO THEM, AND ALL THE LAND OF HARARIAH. IN THAT DAY ALSO, JACOB CONCLUDED PEACE WITH THEM, AND THEY MADE RESTITUTION TO THE SONS OF JACOB FOR ALL THE CATTLE THEY HAD TAKEN, TWO HEAD FOR ONE, AND THEY RESTORED ALL THE SPOIL THEY HAD CARRIED OFF. AND JACOB TURNED TO GO TO TIMNA, AND JUDAH WENT TO ARBEL, AND THENCEFORTH THE AMORITES TROUBLED THEM NO MORE.
ISAAC BLESSES LEVI AND JUDAH
IF A MAN VOWETH A VOW, AND HE DOES NOT FULFIL IT IN GOOD TIME, HE WILL STUMBLE THROUGH THREE GRAVE [SEXUAL] SINS, IDOLATRY, UNCHASTITY, AND BLOODSHED. JACOB HAD BEEN [SEXUAL] GUILTY OF NOT ACCOMPLISHING PROMPTLY THE VOW HE HAD TAKEN UPON HIMSELF AT BETH-EL, AND THEREFORE PUNISHMENT OVERTOOK HIM--HIS DAUGHTER WAS DISHONORED, HIS SONS SLEW MEN, AND THEY KEPT THE IDOLS FOUND AMONG THE SPOILS OF SHECHEM. THEREFORE, WHEN JACOB PROSTRATED HIMSELF BEFORE GOD AFTER THE BLOODY OUTRAGE AT SHECHEM, HE BADE HIM ARISE, AND GO TO BETH-EL AND ACCOMPLISH THE VOW HE HAD VOWED THERE. BEFORE JACOB SET OUT FOR THE HOLY PLACE TO DO THE BIDDING OF GOD, HE TOOK THE IDOLS WHICH WERE IN THE POSSESSION OF HIS SONS, AND THE TERAPHIM WHICH RACHEL HAD STOLEN FROM HER FATHER, AND HE SHIVERED THEM IN PIECES, AND BURIED THE BITS UNDER AN OAK UPON MOUNT GERIZIM, UPROOTING THE TREE WITH ONE HAND, CONCEALING THE REMAINS OF THE IDOLS IN THE HOLLOW LEFT IN THE EARTH, AND PLANTING THE OAK AGAIN WITH ONE HAND. AMONG THE DESTROYED IDOLS WAS ONE IN THE FORM OF A DOVE, AND THIS THE SAMARITANS DUG UP LATER AND WORSHIPPED. ON REACHING BETH-EL HE ERECTED AN ALTAR TO THE LORD, AND ON A PILLAR, HE SET UP THE STONE WHEREON HE HAD RESTED HIS HEAD DURING THE NIGHT WHICH HE HAD PASSED THERE ON HIS JOURNEY TO HARAN. THEN HE BADE HIS PARENTS COME TO BETH-EL AND TAKE PART IN HIS SACRIFICE. BUT ISAAC SENT HIM A MESSAGE, SAYING, "O MY SON JACOB, THAT I MIGHT SEE THEE BEFORE I DIE," WHEREUPON JACOB HASTENED TO HIS PARENTS, TAKING LEVI AND JUDAH WITH HIM. WHEN HIS GRANDCHILDREN STEPPED BEFORE ISAAC, THE DARKNESS THAT SHROUDED HIS EYES DROPPED AWAY, AND HE SAID, "MY SON, ARE THESE THY CHILDREN, FOR THEY RESEMBLE THEE?" AND THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY ENTERED HIS MOUTH, AND HE GRASPED LEVI WITH HIS RIGHT HAND AND JUDAH WITH HIS LEFT IN ORDER TO BLESS THEM, AND HE SPOKE THESE WORDS TO LEVI: "MAY THE LORD BRING THEE AND THY SEED NIGH UNTO HIM BEFORE ALL FLESH, THAT YE SERVE IN HIS SANCTUARY LIKE THE ANGEL OF THE FACE AND THE HOLY ANGELS. PRINCES, JUDGES, AND RULERS SHALL THEY BE UNTO ALL THE SEED OF THE CHILDREN OF JACOB. THE WORD OF GOD THEY WILL PROCLAIM IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ALL HIS JUDGMENTS THEY WILL EXECUTE IN JUSTICE, AND THEY WILL MAKE MANIFEST HIS WAYS UNTO THE CHILDREN OF JACOB, AND UNTO ISRAEL HIS PATHS." AND UNTO JUDAH HE SPAKE, SAYING: "BE YE PRINCES, THOU AND ONE OF THY SONS, OVER THE SONS OF JACOB. IN THEE SHALL BE THE HELP OF JACOB, AND THE SALVATION OF ISRAEL SHALL BE FOUND IN THEE. AND WHEN THOU SITTEST UPON THE THRONE OF THE GLORY OF THY JUSTICE, PERFECT PEACE SHALL REIGN OVER ALL THE SEED OF THE CHILDREN OF MY BELOVED ABRAHAM." ON THE MORROW, ISAAC TOLD HIS SON THAT HE WOULD NOT ACCOMPANY HIM TO BETH-EL ON ACCOUNT OF HIS GREAT AGE, BUT HE BADE HIM NOT DELAY LONGER TO FULFIL HIS VOW, AND GAVE HIM PERMISSION TO TAKE HIS MOTHER REBEKAH WITH HIM TO THE HOLY PLACE. AND REBEKAH AND HER NURSE DEBORAH WENT TO BETH-EL WITH JACOB.
JOY AND SORROW IN THE HOUSE OF JACOB
DEBORAH, THE NURSE OF REBEKAH, AND SOME OF THE SERVANTS OF ISAAC HAD BEEN SENT TO JACOB BY HIS MOTHER, WHILE HE STILL, ABODE WITH LABAN, TO SUMMON HIM HOME AT THE END OF HIS FOURTEEN YEARS' TERM OF SERVICE. AS JACOB DID NOT AT ONCE OBEY HIS MOTHER'S BEHEST, THE TWO SERVANTS OF ISAAC RETURNED TO THEIR MASTER, BUT DEBORAH REMAINED WITH JACOB THEN AND ALWAYS. THEREFORE, WHEN DEBORAH DIED IN BETH-EL, JACOB MOURNED FOR HER, AND HE BURIED HER BELOW BETH-EL UNDER THE PALM-TREE, THE SAME UNDER WHICH THE PROPHETESS DEBORAH SAT LATER, WHEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL CAME TO HER FOR JUDGMENT. BUT A SHORT TIME ELAPSED AFTER THE DEATH OF THE NURSE DEBORAH, AND REBEKAH DIED, TOO. HER PASSING AWAY WAS NOT MADE THE OCCASION FOR PUBLIC MOURNING. THE REASON WAS THAT, AS ABRAHAM WAS DEAD, ISAAC BLIND, AND JACOB AWAY FROM HOME, THERE REMAINED ESAU AS THE ONLY MOURNER TO APPEAR IN PUBLIC AND REPRESENT HER FAMILY, AND BEHOLDING THAT VILLAIN, IT WAS FEARED, MIGHT [SEXUALLY] TEMPT A LOOKER-ON TO CRY OUT, "ACCURSED BE THE BREASTS THAT GAVE THEE SUCK." TO AVOID THIS, THE BURIAL OF REBEKAH TOOK PLACE AT NIGHT. GOD APPEARED UNTO JACOB TO COMFORT HIM IN HIS GRIEF, AND WITH HIM APPEARED THE HEAVENLY FAMILY. IT WAS A SIGN OF GRACE, FOR ALL THE WHILE THE SONS OF JACOB HAD BEEN CARRYING IDOLS WITH THEM THE LORD HAD NOT REVEALED HIMSELF TO JACOB. AT THIS TIME GOD ANNOUNCED TO JACOB THE BIRTH OF BENJAMIN SOON TO OCCUR, AND THE BIRTH OF MANASSEH AND EPHRAIM, WHO ALSO WERE TO BE FOUNDERS OF TRIBES, AND FURTHERMORE HE TOLD HIM THAT THESE THREE WOULD COUNT KINGS AMONG THEIR DESCENDANTS, SAUL AND ISH-BOSHETH, OF THE SEED OF BENJAMIN, JEROBOAM THE EPHRAIMITE, AND JEHU OF THE TRIBE OF MANASSEH. IN THIS VISION, GOD CONFIRMED THE CHANGE OF HIS NAME FROM JACOB TO ISRAEL, PROMISED HIM BY THE ANGEL WITH WHOM HE HAD WRESTLED ON ENTERING THE HOLY LAND, AND FINALLY GOD REVEALED TO HIM THAT HE WOULD BE THE LAST OF THE THREE WITH WHOSE NAMES THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WOULD APPEAR UNITED, FOR GOD IS CALLED ONLY THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB, AND NEVER THE GOD OF ANY ONE ELSE. IN TOKEN OF THIS REVELATION FROM GOD, JACOB SET UP A PILLAR OF STONE, AND HE POURED OUT A DRINK OFFERING THEREON, AS IN A LATER DAY THE PRIESTS WERE TO OFFER LIBATIONS IN THE TEMPLE ON THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES, AND THE LIBATION BROUGHT BY JACOB AT BETH-EL WAS AS MUCH AS ALL THE WATERS IN THE SEA OF TIBERIAS. AT THE TIME WHEN DEBORAH AND REBEKAH DIED, OCCURRED ALSO THE DEATH OF RACHEL, AT THE AGE OF THIRTY-SIX, BUT NOT BEFORE HER PRAYER WAS HEARD, THAT SHE, BEAR JACOB A SECOND SON, FOR SHE DIED IN GIVING BIRTH TO BENJAMIN. TWELVE YEARS SHE HAD BORNE NO CHILD, THEN SHE FASTED TWELVE DAYS, AND HER PETITION WAS GRANTED HER. SHE BROUGHT FORTH THE YOUNGEST SON OF JACOB, WHOM HE CALLED BENJAMIN, THE SON OF DAYS, BECAUSE HE WAS BORN IN HIS FATHER'S OLD AGE, AND WITH HIM A TWIN SISTER WAS BORN. RACHEL WAS BURIED IN THE WAY TO EPHRATH, BECAUSE JACOB, GIFTED WITH PROPHETIC SPIRIT, FORESAW THAT THE EXILES WOULD PASS THIS PLACE ON THEIR MARCH TO BABYLON, AND AS THEY PASSED, RACHEL WOULD ENTREAT GOD'S MERCY FOR THE POOR OUTCASTS. JACOB JOURNEYED ON TO JERUSALEM. DURING RACHEL'S LIFETIME, HER COUCH HAD ALWAYS STOOD IN THE TENT OF JACOB. AFTER HER DEATH, HE ORDERED THE COUCH OF HER HANDMAID BILHAH TO BE CARRIED THITHER. REUBEN WAS SORELY VEXED THEREAT, AND HE SAID, "NOT ENOUGH THAT RACHEL ALIVE CURTAILED THE RIGHTS OF MY MOTHER, SHE MUST NEEDS GIVE HER ANNOYANCE ALSO AFTER DEATH!" HE WENT AND TOOK THE COUCH OF HIS MOTHER LEAH AND PLACED IT IN JACOB'S TENT INSTEAD OF BILHAH'S COUCH. REUBEN'S BROTHERS LEARNED OF HIS DISRESPECTFUL ACT FROM ASHER. HE HAD FOUND IT OUT IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, AND HAD TOLD IT TO HIS BRETHREN, WHO RUPTURED THEIR RELATIONS WITH HIM, FOR THEY WOULD HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH AN INFORMER, AND THEY DID NOT BECOME RECONCILED WITH ASHER UNTIL REUBEN HIMSELF CONFESSED HIS TRANSGRESSION. FOR IT WAS NOT LONG BEFORE REUBEN RECOGNIZED THAT HE HAD ACTED REPREHENSIBLY TOWARD HIS FATHER, AND HE FASTED AND PUT ON SACKCLOTH, AND REPENTED OF HIS [SEXUAL] MISDEED [FELONY]. HE WAS THE FIRST AMONG MEN TO DO PENANCE, AND THEREFORE GOD SAID TO HIM: "SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD IT HATH NOT HAPPENED THAT A MAN HATH [SEXUAL] SINNED AND THEN REPENTED THEREOF. THOU ART THE FIRST TO DO PENANCE, AND AS THOU LIVEST, A PROPHET OF THY SEED, HOSEA, SHALL BE THE FIRST TO PROCLAIM, 'O ISRAEL, RETURN.'"
ESAU’S CAMPAIGN AGAINST JACOB
WHEN ISAAC FELT HIS END APPROACHING, HE CALLED HIS TWO SONS TO HIM, AND CHARGED THEM WITH HIS LAST WISH AND WILL, AND GAVE THEM HIS BLESSING. HE SAID: "I ADJURE YOU BY THE EXALTED NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE PRAISED, HONORED, GLORIOUS, IMMUTABLE, AND MIGHTY ONE, WHO HATH MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH AND ALL THINGS TOGETHER, THAT YE FEAR HIM, AND SERVE HIM, AND EACH SHALL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIS BROTHER IN MERCY AND JUSTICE, AND NONE WISH [SEXUAL] EVIL UNTO THE OTHER, NOW AND HENCEFORTH UNTO ALL ETERNITY, ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE, THAT YE MAY ENJOY GOOD FORTUNE IN ALL YOUR UNDERTAKINGS, AND THAT YE PERISH NOT." FURTHERMORE, HE COMMANDED THEM TO BURY HIM IN THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH, BY THE SIDE OF HIS FATHER ABRAHAM, IN THE GRAVE WHICH HE HAD DUG FOR HIMSELF WITH HIS OWN HANDS. THEN HE DIVIDED HIS POSSESSIONS BETWEEN HIS TWO SONS, GIVING ESAU THE LARGER PORTION, AND JACOB THE SMALLER. BUT ESAU SAID, "I SOLD MY BIRTHRIGHT TO JACOB, AND I CEDED IT TO HIM, AND IT BELONGS UNTO HIM." ISAAC REJOICED GREATLY THAT ESAU ACKNOWLEDGED THE RIGHTS OF JACOB OF HIS OWN ACCORD, AND HE CLOSED HIS EYES IN PEACE. THE FUNERAL OF ISAAC WAS NOT DISTURBED BY ANY UNSEEMLY ACT, FOR ESAU WAS SURE OF HIS HERITAGE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAST WISHES EXPRESSED BY HIS FATHER. BUT WHEN THE TIME CAME TO DIVIDE ISAAC'S POSSESSIONS BETWEEN THE TWO BROTHERS, ESAU SAID TO JACOB, "DIVIDE THE PROPERTY OF OUR FATHER INTO TWO PORTIONS, BUT I AS THE ELDER CLAIM THE RIGHT OF CHOOSING THE PORTION I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE." WHAT DID JACOB DO? HE KNEW WELL THAT "THE EYE OF THE WICKED NEVER BEHOLDS TREASURES ENOUGH TO SATISFY IT," SO HE DIVIDED THEIR COMMON HERITAGE IN THE FOLLOWING WAY: ALL THE MATERIAL POSSESSIONS OF HIS FATHER FORMED ONE PORTION, AND THE OTHER CONSISTED OF ISAAC'S CLAIM UPON THE HOLY LAND, TOGETHER WITH THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH, THE TOMB OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC. ESAU CHOSE THE MONEY AND THE OTHER THINGS BELONGING TO ISAAC FOR HIS INHERITANCE, AND TO JACOB WERE LEFT THE CAVE AND THE TITLE TO THE HOLY LAND. AN AGREEMENT TO THIS EFFECT WAS DRAWN UP IN WRITING IN DUE FORM, AND ON THE STRENGTH OF THE DOCUMENT JACOB INSISTED UPON ESAU'S LEAVING PALESTINE. ESAU ACQUIESCED, AND HE AND HIS WIVES AND HIS SONS AND DAUGHTERS JOURNEYED TO MOUNT SEIR, WHERE THEY TOOK UP THEIR ABODE. THOUGH ESAU GAVE WAY BEFORE JACOB FOR THE NONCE, HE RETURNED TO THE LAND TO MAKE WAR UPON HIS BROTHER. LEAH HAD JUST DIED, AND JACOB AND THE SONS BORNE BY LEAH WERE MOURNING FOR HER, AND THE REST OF HIS SONS, BORNE UNTO HIM BY HIS OTHER WIVES, WERE TRYING TO COMFORT THEM, WHEN ESAU CAME UPON THEM WITH A POWERFUL HOST OF FOUR THOUSAND MEN, WELL EQUIPPED FOR WAR, CLAD IN ARMOR OF IRON AND BRASS, ALL FURNISHED WITH BUCKLERS, BOWS, AND SWORDS. THEY SURROUNDED THE CITADEL WHEREIN JACOB AND HIS SONS DWELT AT THAT TIME WITH THEIR SERVANTS AND CHILDREN AND HOUSEHOLDS, FOR THEY HAD ALL ASSEMBLED TO CONSOLE JACOB FOR THE DEATH OF LEAH, AND THEY SAT THERE UNCONCERNED, NONE ENTERTAINED A SUSPICION THAT AN ASSAULT UPON THEM WAS MEDITATED BY ANY MAN. AND THE GREAT ARMY HAD ALREADY ENCIRCLED THEIR CASTLE, AND STILL NONE WITHIN SUSPECTED ANY HARM, NEITHER JACOB AND HIS CHILDREN NOR THE TWO HUNDRED SERVANTS. NOW WHEN JACOB SAW THAT ESAU PRESUMED TO MAKE WAR UPON THEM, AND SOUGHT TO SLAY THEM IN THE CITADEL, AND WAS SHOOTING DARTS AT THEM, HE ASCENDED THE WALL OF THE CITADEL AND SPAKE WORDS OF PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP AND BROTHERLY [SEXLESS] LOVE TO ESAU. HE SAID: "IS THIS THE CONSOLATION WHICH THOU HAST COME TO BRING ME, TO COMFORT ME FOR MY WIFE, WHO HATH BEEN TAKEN BY DEATH? IS THIS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OATH THOU DIDST SWEAR TWICE UNTO THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER BEFORE THEY DIED? THOU HAST VIOLATED THY OATH, AND IN THE HOUR WHEN THOU DIDST SWEAR UNTO THY FATHER, THOU WAST JUDGED." BUT ESAU MADE REPLY: "NEITHER THE CHILDREN OF MEN NOR THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD SWEAR AN OATH TO KEEP IT UNTO ALL ETERNITY, BUT ON EVERY DAY, THEY DEVISE EVIL AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, WHEN IT IS DIRECTED AGAINST AN ENEMY, OR WHEN THEY SEEK TO SLAY AN ADVERSARY. IF THE BOAR WILL CHANGE HIS SKIN AND MAKE HIS BRISTLES AS SOFT AS WOOL, OR IF HE CAN CAUSE HORNS TO SPROUT FORTH ON HIS HEAD LIKE THE HORNS OF A STAG OR A RAM, THEN SHALL I OBSERVE THE TIE OF BROTHERHOOD WITH THEE." THEN SPOKE JUDAH TO HIS FATHER JACOB, SAYING: "HOW LONG WILT THOU STAND YET WASTING WORDS OF PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP UPON HIM? AND HE ATTACKS US UNAWARES, LIKE AN ENEMY, WITH HIS MAIL-CLAD WARRIORS, SEEKING TO SLAY US." HEARING THESE WORDS, JACOB GRASPED HIS BOW AND KILLED ADORAM THE EDOMITE, AND A SECOND TIME HE BENT HIS BOW, AND THE ARROW STRUCK ESAU UPON THE RIGHT THIGH. THE WOUND WAS MORTAL, AND HIS SONS LIFTED ESAU UP AND PUT HIM UPON HIS ASS, AND HE CAME TO ADORA, AND THERE HE DIED. JUDAH MADE A SALLY TO THE SOUTH OF THE CITADEL, AND WITH HIM WERE NAPHTALI AND GAD, AIDED BY FIFTY OF JACOB'S SERVANTS; TO THE EAST LEVI AND DAN WENT FORTH WITH FIFTY SERVANTS; REUBEN, ISSACHAR, AND ZEBULON WITH FIFTY SERVANTS, TO THE NORTH; AND SIMON, BENJAMIN, AND ENOCH, THE LAST THE SON OF REUBEN, WITH FIFTY SERVANTS, TO THE WEST. JUDAH WAS EXCEEDINGLY BRAVE IN BATTLE. TOGETHER WITH NAPHTALI AND GAD HE PRESSED FORWARD INTO THE RANKS OF THE ENEMY, AND CAPTURED ONE OF THEIR IRON TOWERS. ON THEIR BUCKLERS THEY CAUGHT THE SHARP MISSILES HURLED AGAINST THEM IN SUCH NUMBERS THAT THE LIGHT OF THE SUN WAS DARKENED BY REASON OF THE ROCKS AND DARTS AND STONES. JUDAH WAS THE FIRST TO BREAK THE RANKS OF THE ENEMY, OF WHOM HE KILLED SIX VALIANT MEN, AND HE WAS ACCOMPANIED ON THE RIGHT BY NAPHTALI AND BY GAD ON THE LEFT. THEY ALSO HEWED DOWN TWO SOLDIERS EACH, WHILE THEIR TROOP OF SERVANTS KILLED ONE MAN EACH. NEVERTHELESS, THEY DID NOT SUCCEED IN FORCING THE ARMY AWAY FROM THE SOUTH OF THE CITADEL, NOT EVEN WHEN ALL TOGETHER, JUDAH AND HIS BRETHREN, MADE A UNITED ATTACK UPON THE ENEMY, EACH OF THEM PICKING OUT A VICTIM AND SLAYING HIM. AND THEY WERE STILL UNSUCCESSFUL IN A THIRD COMBINED ATTACK, THOUGH THIS TIME EACH KILLED TWO MEN. WHEN JUDAH SAW NOW THAT THE ENEMY REMAINED IN POSSESSION OF THE FIELD, AND IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO DISLODGE THEM, HE GIRDED HIMSELF WITH STRENGTH, AND A HEROIC SPIRIT ANIMATED HIM. JUDAH, NAPHTALI, AND GAD UNITED, AND TOGETHER THEY PIERCED THE RANKS OF THE ENEMY, JUDAH SLAYING TEN OF THEM, AND HIS BROTHERS EACH EIGHT. SEEING THIS, THE SERVANTS TOOK COURAGE, AND THEY JOINED THEIR LEADERS AND FOUGHT AT THEIR SIDE. JUDAH LAID ABOUT HIM TO RIGHT AND TO LEFT, ALWAYS AIDED BY NAPHTALI AND GAD, AND SO THEY SUCCEEDED IN FORCING THE ENEMY ONE RIS FURTHER TO THE SOUTH, AWAY FROM THE CITADEL. BUT THE HOSTILE ARMY RECOVERED ITSELF, AND MAINTAINED A BRAVE STAND AGAINST ALL THE SONS OF JACOB, WHO WERE FAINT FROM THE HARDSHIPS OF THE COMBAT, AND COULD NOT CONTINUE TO FIGHT. THEREUPON JUDAH TURNED TO GOD IN PRAYER, AND GOD HEARKENED UNTO HIS PETITION, AND HE HELPED THEM. HE SET LOOSE A STORM FROM ONE OF HIS TREASURE CHAMBERS, AND IT BLEW INTO THE FACES OF THE ENEMY, AND FILLED THEIR EYES WITH DARKNESS, AND THEY COULD NOT SEE HOW TO FIGHT. BUT JUDAH AND HIS BROTHERS COULD SEE CLEARLY, FOR THE WIND BLEW UPON THEIR BACKS. NOW JUDAH AND HIS TWO BROTHERS WROUGHT HAVOC AMONG THEM, THEY HEWED THE ENEMY DOWN AS THE REAPER MOWS DOWN THE STALKS OF GRAIN AND HEAPS THEM UP FOR SHEAVES. AFTER THEY HAD ROUTED THE DIVISION OF THE ARMY ASSIGNED TO THEM ON THE SOUTH, THEY HASTENED TO THE AID OF THEIR BROTHERS, WHO WERE DEFENDING THE EAST, NORTH, AND WEST OF THE CITADEL WITH THREE COMPANIES. ON EACH SIDE THE WIND BLEW INTO THE FACES OF THE ENEMY, AND SO THE SONS OF JACOB SUCCEEDED IN ANNIHILATING THEIR ARMY. FOUR HUNDRED WERE SLAIN IN BATTLE, AND SIX HUNDRED FLED, AMONG THE LATTER ESAU'S FOUR SONS, REUEL, JEUSH, LOTAN, AND KORAH. THE OLDEST OF HIS SONS, ELIPHAZ, TOOK NO PART IN THE WAR, BECAUSE HE WAS A DISCIPLE OF JACOB, AND THEREFORE WOULD NOT BEAR ARMS AGAINST HIM. THE SONS OF JACOB PURSUED AFTER THE FLEEING REMNANT OF THE ARMY AS FAR AS ADORA. THERE THE SONS OF ESAU ABANDONED THE BODY OF THEIR FATHER, AND CONTINUED THEIR FLIGHT TO MOUNT SEIR. BUT THE SONS OF JACOB REMAINED IN ADORA OVER NIGHT, AND OUT OF RESPECT FOR THEIR FATHER THEY BURIED THE REMAINS OF HIS BROTHER ESAU. IN THE MORNING THEY WENT ON IN PURSUIT OF THE ENEMY, AND BESIEGED THEM ON MOUNT SEIR. NOW THE SONS OF ESAU AND ALL THE OTHER FUGITIVES CAME AND FELL DOWN BEFORE THEM, BOWED DOWN, AND ENTREATED THEM WITHOUT CEASE, UNTIL THEY CONCLUDED PEACE WITH THEM. BUT THE SONS OF JACOB EXACTED TRIBUTE FROM THEM.
THE DESCENDANTS OF ESAU
THE WORTHIEST AMONG THE SONS OF ESAU WAS HIS FIRST-BORN ELIPHAZ. HE HAD BEEN RAISED UNDER THE EYES OF HIS GRANDFATHER ISAAC, FROM WHOM HE HAD LEARNT THE PIOUS WAY OF LIFE. THE LORD HAD EVEN FOUND HIM WORTHY OF BEING ENDOWED WITH THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY, FOR ELIPHAZ THE SON OF ESAU IS NONE OTHER THAN THE PROPHET ELIPHAZ, THE FRIEND OF JOB. IT WAS FROM THE LIFE OF THE PATRIARCHS THAT HE DREW THE ADMONITIONS WHICH HE GAVE UNTO JOB IN HIS DISPUTES WITH HIM. ELIPHAZ SPAKE: "THOU DIDST WEEN THYSELF THE EQUAL OF ABRAHAM, AND THOU DIDST MARVEL, THEREFORE, THAT GOD SHOULD DEAL WITH THEE AS WITH THE GENERATION OF THE CONFUSION OF TONGUES. BUT ABRAHAM STOOD THE TEST OF TEN [SEXUAL] TEMPTATIONS, AND THOU FAINTEST WHEN BUT ONE TOUCHETH THEE. WHEN ANY THAT WAS NOT WHOLE CAME TO THEE, THOU WOULDST CONSOLE HIM. TO THE BLIND THOU WOULDST SAY, IF THOU DIDST BUILD THYSELF A HOUSE, THOU WOULDST SURELY PUT WINDOWS IN IT, AND IF GOD HATH DENIED THEE LIGHT, IT IS BUT THAT HE MAY BE GLORIFIED THROUGH THEE IN THE DAY WHEN 'THE EYES OF THE BLIND SHALL BE OPENED.' TO THE DEAF THOU WOULDST SAY, IF THOU DIDST FASHION A WATER PITCHER, THOU WOULDST SURELY NOT FORGET TO MAKE EARS FOR IT, AND IF GOD CREATED THEE WITHOUT HEARING, IT IS BUT THAT HE MAY BE GLORIFIED THROUGH THEE IN THE DAY WHEN 'THE EARS OF THE DEAF SHALL BE UNSTOPPED.' IN SUCH WISE THOU DIDST ENDEAVOR TO CONSOLE THE FEEBLE AND THE MAIMED. BUT NOW IT IS COME UNTO THEE, AND THOU ART TROUBLED. THOU SAYEST, I AM AN UPRIGHT MAN, WHY DOTH HE CHASTISE ME? BUT WHO, I PRAY THEE, EVER PERISHED, BEING INNOCENT? NOAH WAS SAVED FROM THE FLOOD, ABRAHAM FROM THE FIERY FURNACE, ISAAC FROM THE SLAUGHTERING KNIFE, JACOB FROM ANGELS, MOSES FROM THE SWORD OF PHARAOH, AND ISRAEL FROM THE EGYPTIANS THAT WERE DROWNED IN THE SEA. THUS, SHALL ALL THE WICKED FARE." JOB ANSWERED ELIPHAZ, AND SAID, "LOOK AT THY FATHER ESAU!" BUT ELIPHAZ RETURNED: "I HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH HIM, THE SON SHOULD NOT BEAR THE INIQUITY OF THE FATHER. ESAU WILL BE DESTROYED, BECAUSE HE EXECUTED NO GOOD [SEXUAL] DEEDS, AND LIKEWISE HIS DUKES WILL PERISH. BUT AS FOR ME, I AM A PROPHET, AND MY MESSAGE IS NOT UNTO ESAU, BUT UNTO THEE, TO MAKE THEE RENDER ACCOUNT OF THYSELF." BUT GOD REBUKED ELIPHAZ, AND SAID: "THOU DIDST SPEAK HARSH WORDS UNTO MY SERVANT JOB. THEREFORE, SHALL OBADIAH, ONE OF THY DESCENDANTS, UTTER A PROPHECY OF DENUNCIATION AGAINST THY FATHER'S HOUSE, THE EDOMITES." THE CONCUBINE OF ELIPHAZ WAS TIMNA, A PRINCESS OF ROYAL BLOOD, WHO HAD ASKED TO BE RECEIVED INTO THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM AND HIS FAMILY, BUT THEY ALL, ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, HAD REJECTED HER, AND SHE SAID, "RATHER WILL I BE A MAID SERVANT UNTO THE DREGS OF THIS NATION, THAN MISTRESS OF ANOTHER NATION," AND SO SHE WAS WILLING TO BE CONCUBINE TO ELIPHAZ. TO PUNISH THE PATRIARCHS FOR THE AFFRONT THEY HAD OFFERED HER, SHE WAS MADE THE MOTHER OF AMALEK, WHO INFLICTED GREAT INJURY UPON ISRAEL. ANOTHER ONE OF ESAU'S DESCENDANTS, ANAH, HAD A MOST UNUSUAL EXPERIENCE. ONCE WHEN HE WAS PASTURING HIS FATHER'S ASSES IN THE WILDERNESS, HE LED THEM TO ONE OF THE DESERTS ON THE SHORES OF THE RED SEA, OPPOSITE THE WILDERNESS OF THE NATIONS, AND WHILE HE WAS FEEDING THE BEASTS, A VERY HEAVY STORM CAME FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SEA, AND THE ASSES COULD NOT MOVE. THEN ABOUT ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY GREAT AND TERRIBLE ANIMALS CAME OUT FROM THE WILDERNESS AT THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SEA, AND THEY ALL CAME TO THE PLACE WHERE THE ASSES WERE, AND THEY PLACED THEMSELVES THERE. FROM THE MIDDLE DOWN, THESE ANIMALS WERE IN THE SHAPE OF A MAN, AND FROM THE MIDDLE UP SOME HAD THE LIKENESS OF BEARS, SOME OF APES, AND THEY ALL HAD TAILS BEHIND THEM LIKE THE TAIL OF THE DUKIPAT, FROM BETWEEN THEIR SHOULDERS REACHING DOWN TO THE EARTH. THE ANIMALS MOUNTED THE ASSES, AND THEY RODE AWAY WITH THEM, AND UNTO THIS DAY NO EYE HATH SEEN THEM. ONE OF THEM APPROACHED ANAH, AND SMOTE HIM WITH ITS TAIL, AND THEN RAN OFF. WHEN ANAH SAW ALL THIS, HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY AFRAID ON ACCOUNT OF HIS LIFE, AND HE FLED TO THE CITY, WHERE HE RELATED ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED TO HIM. MANY SALLIED FORTH TO SEEK THE ASSES, BUT NONE COULD FIND THEM. ANAH AND HIS BROTHERS WENT NO MORE TO THE SAME PLACE FROM THAT DAY FORTH, FOR THEY WERE GREATLY AFRAID ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR LIVES. THIS ANAH WAS THE OFFSPRING OF AN INCESTUOUS MARRIAGE; HIS MOTHER WAS AT THE SAME TIME THE MOTHER OF HIS FATHER ZIBEON. AND AS HE WAS BORN OF AN UNNATURAL UNION, SO HE TRIED TO BRING ABOUT UNNATURAL UNIONS AMONG ANIMALS. HE WAS THE FIRST TO MIX THE BREED OF THE HORSE AND THE ASS AND PRODUCE THE MULE. AS A PUNISHMENT, GOD CROSSED THE SNAKE AND THE LIZARD, AND THEY BROUGHT FORTH THE HABARBAR, WHOSE BITE IS CERTAIN DEATH, LIKE THE BITE OF THE WHITE SHE-MULE. THE DESCENDANTS OF ESAU HAD EIGHT KINGS BEFORE THERE REIGNED ANY KING OVER THE DESCENDANTS OF JACOB. BUT A TIME CAME WHEN THE JEWS HAD EIGHT KINGS DURING WHOSE REIGN THE EDOMITES HAD NONE AND WERE SUBJECT TO THE JEWISH KINGS. THIS WAS THE TIME THAT INTERVENED BETWEEN SAUL, THE FIRST ISRAELITISH KING, WHO RULED OVER EDOM, AND JEHOSHAPHAT, FOR EDOM DID NOT MAKE ITSELF INDEPENDENT OF JEWISH RULE UNTIL THE TIME OF JORAM, THE SON OF JEHOSHAPHAT. THERE WAS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE KINGS OF ESAU'S SEED AND THE KINGS OF JACOB'S SEED. THE JEWISH PEOPLE ALWAYS PRODUCED THEIR KINGS FROM THEIR OWN MIDST, WHILE THE EDOMITES HAD TO GO TO ALIEN PEOPLES TO SECURE THEIRS. THE FIRST EDOMITE KING WAS THE ARAMEAN BALAAM, CALLED BELA IN HIS CAPACITY AS RULER OF EDOM. HIS SUCCESSOR JOB, CALLED JOBAB ALSO, CAME FROM BOZRAH, AND FOR FURNISHING EDOM WITH A KING THIS CITY WILL BE CHASTISED IN TIME TO COME. WHEN GOD SITS IN JUDGMENT ON EDOM, BOZRAH WILL BE THE FIRST TO SUFFER PUNISHMENT. THE RULE OF EDOM WAS OF SHORT DURATION, WHILE THE RULE OF ISRAEL WILL BE UNTO ALL TIMES, FOR THE STANDARD OF THE MESSIAH SHALL WAVE FOREVER AND EVER.
THE SECRET BOOK OF JOHN
THE TEACHING OF THE SAVIOR, AND THE REVELATION OF THE MYSTERIES AND THE [TOP-SECRET] THINGS HIDDEN IN SILENCE, THINGS HE TAUGHT HIS STUDENT JOHN. 
THE REVEALER APPEARS TO JOHN
ONE DAY WHEN JOHN THE BROTHER OF JAMES, THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE, WENT UP TO THE TEMPLE, IT HAPPENED THAT A PHARISEE NAMED ARIMANIOS CAME UP TO HIM AND SAID TO HIM, WHERE IS YOUR TEACHER, WHOM YOU FOLLOWED? JOHN SAID TO HIM, HE HAS RETURNED TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE CAME. THE PHARISEE SAID TO HIM, THIS NAZARENE HAS DECEIVED YOU BADLY, FILLED YOUR EARS WITH LIES, CLOSED YOUR MINDS, AND TURNED YOU FROM THE TRADITIONS OF YOUR PARENTS. WHEN I, JOHN, HEARD THIS, I TURNED AWAY FROM THE TEMPLE AND WENT TO A MOUNTAINOUS AND BARREN PLACE. I WAS DISTRESSED WITHIN, AND I SAID, HOW WAS THE SAVIOR SELECTED? WHY WAS HE SENT INTO THE WORLD BY HIS FATHER [STEPHEN]? WHO IS HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT HIM? TO WHAT KIND OF ETERNAL REALM SHALL WE GO? AND WHAT WAS HE SAYING WHEN HE TOLD US, THIS ETERNAL REALM TO WHICH YOU WILL GO IS MODELED AFTER THE [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE REALM, BUT HE DID NOT TEACH US WHAT KIND OF REALM THAT ONE IS? AT THE MOMENT I WAS THINKING ABOUT THIS, LOOK, THE HEAVENS OPENED, ALL CREATION UNDER HEAVEN LIT UP, AND THE WORLD SHOOK. I WAS AFRAID, AND LOOK, I SAW WITHIN THE LIGHT A CHILD STANDING BY ME. AS I WAS STARING, IT SEEMED TO BE AN ELDERLY PERSON. AGAIN, IT CHANGED ITS APPEARANCE TO BE A YOUTH. NOT THAT THERE WERE SEVERAL FIGURES BEFORE ME. RATHER, THERE WAS A FIGURE WITH SEVERAL FORMS WITHIN THE LIGHT. THESE FORMS APPEARED THROUGH EACH OTHER, AND THE FIGURE HAD THREE FORMS. THE FIGURE SAID TO ME, JOHN, JOHN, WHY ARE YOU DOUBTING? WHY ARE YOU AFRAID? ARE YOU NOT FAMILIAR WITH THIS FIGURE? THEN DO NOT BE FAINTHEARTED. I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS. I AM THE FATHER [STEPHEN], I AM THE MOTHER [STEPHANIE], I AM THE CHILD [JESUS]. I AM THE [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE AND THE UNDEFILED ONE. NOW I HAVE COME TO TEACH YOU WHAT IS, WHAT WAS, AND WHAT IS TO COME, THAT YOU MAY UNDERSTAND WHAT IS INVISIBLE AND WHAT IS VISIBLE; AND TO TEACH YOU ABOUT THE UNSHAKABLE RACE OF PERFECT HUMANKIND. SO NOW, LIFT UP YOUR HEAD THAT YOU MAY UNDERSTAND THE THINGS I SHALL TELL YOU TODAY, AND THAT YOU MAY RELATE THEM TO YOUR SPIRITUAL FRIENDS, WHO ARE FROM THE UNSHAKABLE RACE OF PERFECT HUMANKIND. 
THE SOVEREIGN ONE---THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH
I ASKED IF I MIGHT UNDERSTAND THIS, AND IT SAID TO ME, THE ONE IS A SOVEREIGN THAT HAS NOTHING OVER IT. IT IS GOD AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL, THE INVISIBLE ONE THAT IS OVER ALL, THAT IS INCORRUPTIBLE, THAT IS PURE LIGHT AT WHICH NO EYE CAN GAZE. THE ONE IS THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. WE SHOULD NOT THINK OF IT AS A GOD OR LIKE A GOD. FOR IT IS GREATER THAN A GOD, BECAUSE IT HAS NOTHING OVER IT AND NO LORD ABOVE IT. IT DOES NOT EXIST WITHIN ANYTHING INFERIOR TO IT, SINCE EVERYTHING EXISTS WITHIN IT ALONE. IT IS ETERNAL, SINCE IT DOES NOT NEED ANYTHING. FOR IT IS ABSOLUTELY COMPLETE. IT HAS NEVER LACKED ANYTHING IN ORDER TO BE COMPLETED BY IT. RATHER, IT IS ALWAYS ABSOLUTELY COMPLETE IN LIGHT. THE ONE IS ILLIMITABLE, SINCE THERE IS NOTHING BEFORE IT TO LIMIT IT, UNFATHOMABLE, SINCE THERE IS NOTHING BEFORE IT TO FATHOM IT, IMMEASURABLE, SINCE THERE WAS NOTHING BEFORE IT TO MEASURE IT, INVISIBLE, SINCE NOTHING HAS SEEN IT, ETERNAL, SINCE IT EXISTS ETERNALLY, UNUTTERABLE, SINCE NOTHING COULD COMPREHEND IT TO UTTER IT, UNNAMABLE, SINCE THERE IS NOTHING BEFORE IT TO GIVE IT A NAME. THE ONE IS THE IMMEASURABLE LIGHT, PURE, HOLY, IMMACULATE. THE ONE IS UNUTTERABLE AND IS PERFECT IN [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY. NOT THAT IT IS PART OF PERFECTION OR BLESSEDNESS OR DIVINITY: IT IS MUCH GREATER. THE ONE IS NOT CORPOREAL AND IS NOT INCORPOREAL. THE ONE IS NOT LARGE AND IS NOT SMALL. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY, "HOW MUCH IS IT? WHAT KIND IS IT?" FOR NO ONE CAN UNDERSTAND IT. THE ONE IS NOT AMONG THE THINGS THAT EXIST, BUT IT IS MUCH GREATER. NOT THAT IT IS GREATER. RATHER, AS IT IS IN ITSELF, IT IS NOT A PART OF THE ETERNAL REALMS OR OF TIME. FOR WHATEVER IS PART OF A REALM WAS ONCE PREPARED BY ANOTHER. TIME WAS NOT ALLOTTED TO IT, SINCE IT RECEIVES NOTHING FROM ANYONE: WHAT WOULD BE RECEIVED WOULD BE ON LOAN. THE ONE WHO IS FIRST DOES NOT NEED TO RECEIVE ANYTHING FROM ANOTHER. SUCH A ONE BEHOLDS ITSELF IN ITS LIGHT. THE ONE IS MAJESTIC AND HAS AN IMMEASURABLE PURITY. THE ONE IS A REALM THAT GIVES A REALM, LIFE THAT GIVES LIFE, A BLESSED ONE THAT GIVES BLESSEDNESS, KNOWLEDGE THAT GIVES KNOWLEDGE, A GOOD ONE THAT GIVES GOODNESS, MERCY THAT GIVES MERCY AND REDEMPTION, GRACE THAT GIVES GRACE. NOT AS IF THE ONE POSSESSES ALL THIS. RATHER, IT IS THAT THE ONE GIVES IMMEASURABLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE LIGHT. WHAT SHALL I TELL YOU ABOUT IT? ITS ETERNAL REALM IS INCORRUPTIBLE, AT PEACE, DWELLING IN SILENCE, AT REST, BEFORE EVERYTHING. IT IS THE HEAD OF ALL REALMS, AND IT SUSTAINS THEM THROUGH ITS GOODNESS. WE WOULD NOT KNOW WHAT IS INEFFABLE, WE WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT IS IMMEASURABLE, WERE IT NOT FOR WHAT HAS COME FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THIS IS THE ONE WHO HAS TOLD THESE THINGS TO US ALONE.
BARBELO APPEARS
NOW, THIS FATHER IS THE ONE WHO BEHOLDS HIMSELF IN THE LIGHT SURROUNDING HIM, WHICH IS THE SPRING OF LIVING WATER, AND PROVIDES ALL THE REALMS. HE REFLECTS ON HIS IMAGE EVERYWHERE, SEES IT IN THE SPRING OF THE SPIRIT, AND BECOMES ENAMORED OF HIS LUMINOUS WATER, FOR HIS IMAGE IS IN THE SPRING OF PURE LUMINOUS WATER SURROUNDING HIM. THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] THOUGHT BECAME A REALITY, AND SHE WHO APPEARED IN THE PRESENCE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN SHINING LIGHT CAME FORTH. SHE IS THE FIRST POWER WHO PRECEDED EVERYTHING AND CAME FORTH FROM THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] MIND AS THE FORETHOUGHT OF ALL. HER LIGHT SHINES LIKE THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] LIGHT; SHE, THE PERFECT POWER, IS THE IMAGE OF THE PERFECT AND INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT. SHE, THE FIRST POWER, THE GLORY OF BARBELO, THE PERFECT GLORY AMONG THE REALMS, THE GLORY OF REVELATION, SHE GLORIFIED AND PRAISED THE VIRGIN SPIRIT, FOR BECAUSE OF THE SPIRIT SHE HAD COME FORTH. SHE IS THE FIRST [SEXLESS] THOUGHT, THE IMAGE OF THE SPIRIT. SHE BECAME THE UNIVERSAL WOMB, FOR SHE PRECEDES EVERYTHING, THE MOTHER-FATHER, THE FIRST HUMAN, THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE TRIPLE MALE, THE TRIPLE POWER, THE ANDROGYNOUS ONE WITH THREE NAMES, THE ETERNAL REALM AMONG THE INVISIBLE BEINGS, THE FIRST TO COME FORTH. BARBELO ASKED THE INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT TO GIVE HER, FOREKNOWLEDGE, AND THE SPIRIT CONSENTED. WHEN THE SPIRIT CONSENTED, FOREKNOWLEDGE APPEARED AND STOOD BY FORETHOUGHT. THIS IS THE ONE WHO CAME FROM THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF THE INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT. FOREKNOWLEDGE GLORIFIED THE SPIRIT AND THE SPIRIT'S PERFECT POWER, BARBELO, FOR BECAUSE OF HER, FOREKNOWLEDGE HAD COME INTO BEING. SHE ASKED AGAIN TO BE GIVEN [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY, AND THE SPIRIT CONSENTED. WHEN THE SPIRIT CONSENTED, [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY APPEARED AND STOOD BY [SEXLESS] THOUGHT AND FOREKNOWLEDGE. [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE ONE AND BARBELO. BECAUSE OF HER THEY HAD COME INTO BEING. BARBELO ASKED TO BE GIVEN LIFE ETERNAL, AND THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT CONSENTED. WHEN THE SPIRIT CONSENTED, LIFE ETERNAL APPEARED, AND THEY STOOD TOGETHER AND GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND BARBELO. BECAUSE OF HER THEY HAD COME INTO BEING. SHE ASKED AGAIN TO BE GIVEN TRUTH, AND THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT CONSENTED. TRUTH APPEARED, AND THEY STOOD TOGETHER AND GLORIFIED THE GOOD INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND ITS BARBELO. BECAUSE OF HER THEY HAD COME INTO BEING. THIS IS THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] REALM OF FIVE. IT IS: THE FIRST HUMAN, THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT, THAT IS, FORETHOUGHT, WHICH IS BARBELO, AND [SEXLESS] THOUGHT, ALONG WITH FOREKNOWLEDGE, [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY, LIFE ETERNAL, TRUTH. THIS IS THE ANDROGYNOUS REALM OF FIVE, WHICH IS THE REALM OF TEN, WHICH IS THE FATHER [STEPHEN].
BARBELO CONCEIVES
THE FATHER [STEPHEN] GAZED INTO BARBELO, WITH THE PURE LIGHT SURROUNDING THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT, AND ITS RADIANCE. BARBELO CONCEIVED FROM IT, AND IT PRODUCED A SPARK OF LIGHT SIMILAR TO THE BLESSED LIGHT BUT NOT AS GREAT. THIS WAS THE ONLY CHILD OF THE MOTHER-FATHER THAT HAD COME FORTH, ITS ONLY OFFSPRING, THE ONLY CHILD OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE PURE LIGHT. THE INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT REJOICED OVER THE LIGHT THAT WAS PRODUCED, THAT CAME FORTH FIRST FROM THE FIRST POWER OF THE SPIRIT'S FORETHOUGHT, WHO IS BARBELO. THE SPIRIT ANOINTED IT WITH ITS OWN GOODNESS UNTIL IT WAS PERFECT, WITH NO LACK OF GOODNESS, SINCE IT WAS ANOINTED WITH THE GOODNESS OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. THE CHILD STOOD IN THE PRESENCE OF THE SPIRIT AS THE SPIRIT ANOINTED THE CHILD. WHEN THE CHILD RECEIVED THIS FROM THE SPIRIT, AT ONCE IT GLORIFIED THE HOLY SPIRIT AND PERFECT FORETHOUGHT. BECAUSE OF HER IT HAD COME FORTH. THE CHILD ASKED TO BE GIVEN MIND AS A COMPANION TO WORK WITH, AND THE SPIRIT CONSENTED. WHEN THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT CONSENTED, MIND APPEARED AND STOOD BY THE ANOINTED, AND GLORIFIED THE SPIRIT AND BARBELO. ALL THESE BEINGS CAME INTO EXISTENCE IN SILENCE. MIND WISHED TO CREATE SOMETHING BY MEANS OF THE WORD OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. ITS, WILL BECAME A REALITY AND APPEARED, WITH MIND AND THE LIGHT, GLORIFYING IT. WORD FOLLOWED WILL. FOR THE ANOINTED, THE SELF-CONCEIVED GOD, CREATED EVERYTHING BY THE WORD. LIFE ETERNAL, WILL, MIND, AND FOREKNOWLEDGE STOOD TOGETHER AND GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND BARBELO, FOR BECAUSE OF HER THEY HAD COME INTO BEING. THE HOLY SPIRIT BROUGHT THE SELF-CONCEIVED DIVINE CHILD OF ITSELF AND BARBELO TO PERFECTION, SO THAT THE CHILD MIGHT STAND BEFORE THE GREAT, INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT AS THE SELF-CONCEIVED GOD, THE ANOINTED, WHO HONORED THE SPIRIT WITH LOUD ACCLAIM. THE CHILD CAME FORTH THROUGH FORETHOUGHT. THE INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT SET THE TRUE, SELF-CONCEIVED GOD OVER EVERYTHING, AND CAUSED ALL AUTHORITY AND THE TRUTH WITHIN TO BE SUBJECT TO IT, SO THAT THE CHILD MIGHT UNDERSTAND EVERYTHING, THE ONE CALLED BY A NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] GREATER THAN EVERY NAME, FOR THAT [SEXLESS] NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WILL BE TOLD TO THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY OF IT. 
THE FOUR LUMINARIES
NOW, FROM THE LIGHT, WHICH IS THE ANOINTED, AND FROM [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY, BY THE GRACE OF THE SPIRIT, THE 4 LUMINARIES THAT DERIVE FROM THE SELF-CONCEIVED GOD GAZED OUT IN ORDER TO STAND BEFORE IT. THE THREE [SEXLESS] BEINGS ARE: WILL, THOUGHT, LIFE. THE FOUR [SEXLESS] POWERS ARE: UNDERSTANDING, GRACE, PERCEPTION, THOUGHTFULNESS. GRACE DWELLS IN THE ETERNAL REALM OF THE LUMINARY HARMOZEL, WHO IS THE FIRST ANGEL. THERE ARE THREE OTHER REALMS WITH THIS ETERNAL REALM: GRACE, TRUTH, FORM. THE SECOND LUMINARY IS OROIAEL, WHO HAS BEEN APPOINTED OVER THE SECOND ETERNAL REALM. THERE ARE THREE OTHER REALMS WITH IT: AFTERTHOUGHT, PERCEPTION, MEMORY. THE THIRD LUMINARY IS DAVEITHAI, WHO HAS BEEN APPOINTED OVER THE THIRD ETERNAL REALM. THERE ARE THREE OTHER REALMS WITH IT: UNDERSTANDING, [SEXLESS] LOVE, IDEA. THE FOURTH ETERNAL REALM HAS BEEN SET UP FOR THE FOURTH LUMINARY, ELELETH. THERE ARE THREE OTHER REALMS WITH IT: PERFECTION, PEACE, SOPHIA [WISDOM]. THESE ARE THE 4 LUMINARIES THAT STAND BEFORE THE SELF-CONCEIVED GOD; THESE ARE THE TWELVE ETERNAL REALMS THAT STAND BEFORE THE CHILD OF THE GREAT SELF-CONCEIVED, THE ANOINTED, BY THE WILL AND GRACE OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. THE TWELVE REALMS BELONG TO THE CHILD OF THE SELF-CONCEIVED ONE, AND EVERYTHING WAS ESTABLISHED BY THE WILL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH THE SELF-CONCEIVED ONE. 
GERADAMAS AND SETH
NOW, FROM THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THE PERFECT MIND, THROUGH THE EXPRESSED WILL OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND THE WILL OF THE SELF-CONCEIVED ONE, CAME THE PERFECT HUMAN, THE FIRST REVELATION, THE TRUTH. THE VIRGIN SPIRIT NAMED THE HUMAN GERADAMAS AND APPOINTED GERADAMAS TO THE FIRST ETERNAL REALM WITH THE GREAT SELF-CONCEIVED, THE ANOINTED, BY THE FIRST LUMINARY, HARMOZEL. ITS POWERS DWELL WITH IT. THE INVISIBLE ONE GAVE GERADAMAS AN UNCONQUERABLE POWER OF MIND. GERADAMAS SPOKE AND GLORIFIED AND PRAISED THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT BY SAYING, "BECAUSE OF YOU EVERYTHING HAS COME INTO BEING, AND TO YOU EVERYTHING WILL RETURN. "I SHALL PRAISE AND GLORIFY YOU, AND THE SELF-CONCEIVED, AND THE ETERNAL REALMS, THE THREE—FATHER, MOTHER, CHILD, THE PERFECT POWER." GERADAMAS APPOINTED HIS SON SETH TO THE SECOND ETERNAL REALM, BEFORE THE SECOND LUMINARY, OROIAEL. IN THE THIRD ETERNAL REALM WERE STATIONED THE OFFSPRING OF SETH, WITH THE THIRD LUMINARY, DAVEITHAI. THE SOULS OF THE SAINTS WERE STATIONED THERE. IN THE FOURTH ETERNAL REALM WERE STATIONED THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO WERE IGNORANT OF THE FULLNESS. THEY DID NOT REPENT IMMEDIATELY BUT HELD OUT FOR A WHILE AND REPENTED LATER. THEY CAME TO BE WITH THE 4TH LUMINARY, ELELETH, AND THEY ARE CREATURES THAT GLORIFY THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. 
THE FALL OF SOPHIA
NOW, SOPHIA, WHO IS THE WISDOM OF AFTERTHOUGHT AND WHO CONSTITUTES AN ETERNAL REALM, CONCEIVED OF A [SEXLESS] THOUGHT FROM HERSELF, WITH THE CONCEPTION OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND FOREKNOWLEDGE. SHE WANTED TO BRING FORTH SOMETHING LIKE HERSELF, WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE SPIRIT, WHO HAD NOT GIVEN APPROVAL, WITHOUT HER PARTNER AND WITHOUT HIS CONSIDERATION. THE MALE DID NOT GIVE APPROVAL. SHE DID NOT FIND HER PARTNER, AND SHE CONSIDERED THIS WITHOUT THE SPIRIT'S CONSENT AND WITHOUT THE [SEXLESS] KNOWLEDGE OF HER PARTNER. NONETHELESS, SHE GAVE BIRTH. AND BECAUSE OF THE INVINCIBLE POWER WITHIN HER, HER [SEXUAL] THOUGHT WAS NOT AN IDLE [SEXUAL] THOUGHT. SOMETHING CAME OUT OF HER THAT WAS IMPERFECT AND DIFFERENT IN [SEXLESS] APPEARANCE FROM HER, FOR SHE HAD PRODUCED IT WITHOUT HER PARTNER. IT DID NOT RESEMBLE ITS MOTHER AND WAS MISSHAPEN. WHEN SOPHIA SAW WHAT HER [SEXUAL] DESIRE HAD PRODUCED, IT CHANGED INTO THE FIGURE OF A SNAKE WITH THE FACE OF A LION. ITS EYES WERE LIKE FLASHING BOLTS OF LIGHTNING. SHE CAST IT AWAY FROM HER, OUTSIDE THAT REALM SO THAT NONE OF THE IMMORTALS WOULD SEE IT. SHE HAD PRODUCED IT IGNORANTLY. SHE SURROUNDED IT WITH A BRIGHT CLOUD AND PUT A THRONE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE CLOUD SO THAT NO ONE WOULD SEE IT EXCEPT THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO IS CALLED THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING. SHE NAMED HER OFFSPRING YALDABAOTH. 
YALDABAOTH'S WORLD ORDER
YALDABAOTH IS THE FIRST RULER, WHO TOOK GREAT POWER FROM HIS MOTHER. THEN HE LEFT HER AND MOVED AWAY FROM THE PLACE WHERE HE WAS BORN. HE TOOK CONTROL AND CREATED FOR HIMSELF OTHER REALMS WITH LUMINOUS FIRE, WHICH STILL EXISTS. HE MATED WITH THE MINDLESSNESS IN HIM AND PRODUCED AUTHORITIES FOR HIMSELF: THE NAME OF THE FIRST IS ATHOTH, WHOM GENERATIONS CALL THE REAPER. THE SECOND IS HARMAS, WHO IS THE JEALOUS EYE. THE THIRD IS KALILA-OUMBRI. THE FOURTH IS YABEL. THE FIFTH IS ADONAIOS, WHO IS CALLED SABAOTH. THE SIXTH IS CAIN, WHOM GENERATIONS OF PEOPLE CALL THE SUN. THE SEVENTH IS ABEL. THE EIGHTH IS ABRISENE. THE NINTH IS YOBEL. THE TENTH IS ARMOUPIEEL. THE ELEVENTH IS MELCHEIR-ADONEIN. THE TWELFTH IS BELIAS [LUCIFER KNOWN AS SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL & VICTORIA KNOWN AS BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] WHO RULES OVER THE VERY DEPTH OF HADES [HELL] [TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH WAS CREATED BY LUCIFER & VICTORIA IN JAMES 1:13-15 AND THE LORD NEVER DID CREATE TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH [ALL MURDERS IS ALWAYS WITH EVIL INTENT & NEVER ACCIDENTAL, DONE BY AS EVIL CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] & NEVER DONE BY THE LORD OR HIS SUPREME COMMAND AS GOOD CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] OR ALL KILLINGS CAN BE WITH INTENT DONE BY THE LORD OR HIS SUPREME COMMAND AS GOOD CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] WITH GOOD INTENT OR ALL ACCIDENTAL HOMICIDES & THE LORD DAMNS THOSE APPOINTED AUTHORITIES WHO FALSELY ACCUSES & FALSELY CONVICTS MURDERS AS KILLERS & KILLERS AS MURDERS & ANY SEXUAL WORLDLY AUTHORITY, ANY SEXUAL LAW AUTHORITY, ANY SEXUAL MILITARY AUTHORITY & ANY SEXUAL GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY THAT ABSOLUTELY NEVER ETERNALLY ENFORCES THE SEXLESS LORD’S 10 SEXLESS COMMANDMENTS & ALL OTHER SEXLESS COMMANDMENTS, DOES IN FACT SEXUALLY RULE IN SEXUAL ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23] & SHALL BE SUPREMELY IMPARTIALLY JUDGED ACCORDINGLY & INFALLIBLY & INERRANTLY DEALT WITH THE ETERNAL KILLING & THE ETERNAL DAMNATION BY THE LORD, ORIGINALLY, BUT TAKES SOVEREIGN CONTROL OF TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH IN HEBREWS 2:14-18], WHO IS OVER THE DEPTH OF THE UNDERWORLD. YALDABAOTH STATIONED SEVEN KINGS, ONE FOR EACH SPHERE OF HEAVEN, TO REIGN OVER THE SEVEN HEAVENS, AND FIVE TO REIGN OVER THE DEPTH OF THE ABYSS. HE SHARED HIS FIRE WITH THEM, BUT HE DID NOT GIVE AWAY ANY OF THE POWER OF THE LIGHT THAT HE HAD TAKEN FROM HIS MOTHER. FOR HE IS IGNORANT DARKNESS. WHEN LIGHT MIXED WITH DARKNESS, IT MADE THE DARKNESS SHINE. WHEN DARKNESS MIXED WITH LIGHT, IT DIMMED THE LIGHT AND BECAME NEITHER LIGHT NOR DARKNESS, BUT RATHER GLOOM. THIS GLOOMY RULER HAS THREE NAMES: THE FIRST NAME IS YALDABAOTH, THE SECOND IS SAKLA, THE THIRD IS SAMAEL. HE IS WICKED IN HIS MINDLESSNESS THAT IS IN HIM. HE SAID, I AM GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT ME, SINCE HE DID NOT KNOW WHERE HIS OWN STRENGTH HAD COME FROM. THE RULERS CREATED SEVEN POWERS FOR THEMSELVES, AND THE POWERS CREATED SIX ANGELS APIECE, UNTIL THERE WERE 365 ANGELS. THESE ARE THE NAMES AND THE CORRESPONDING APPEARANCES: THE FIRST IS ATHOTH AND HAS THE FACE OF SHEEP. THE SECOND IS ELOAIOS AND HAS THE FACE OF A DONKEY. THE THIRD IS ASTAPHAIOS AND HAS THE FACE OF A HYENA. THE FOURTH IS YAO AND HAS THE FACE OF A SNAKE WITH SEVEN HEADS. THE FIFTH IS SABAOTH AND HAS THE FACE OF A SNAKE. THE SIXTH IS ADONIN AND HAS THE FACE OF AN APE. THE SEVENTH IS SABBATAIOS AND HAS A FACE OF FLAMING FIRE. THIS IS THE SEVENFOLD [DIABOLIC] NATURE OF THE WEEK. YALDABAOTH HAS MANY FACES, MORE THAN ALL OF THESE, SO THAT HE COULD SHOW WHATEVER FACE HE WANTED WHEN HE WAS AMONG THE SERAPHIM. HE SHARED HIS FIRE WITH THEM AND LORDED IT OVER THEM BECAUSE OF THE GLORIOUS POWER HE HAD FROM HIS MOTHER'S LIGHT. THAT IS WHY HE CALLED HIMSELF GOD [AN INFERIOR GOD, BUT A LOWER GOD INDEED] AND DEFIED THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE CAME. IN HIS [SEXLESS] THOUGHT HE UNITED THE SEVEN POWERS WITH THE AUTHORITIES THAT WERE WITH HIM. WHEN HE SPOKE, IT WAS DONE. HE NAMED EACH OF THE POWERS, BEGINNING WITH THE HIGHEST: FIRST IS GOODNESS, WITH THE FIRST POWER, ATHOTH. SECOND IS FORETHOUGHT, WITH THE SECOND POWER, ELOAIOS. THIRD IS DIVINITY, WITH THE THIRD POWER, ASTAPHAIOS. FOURTH IS LORDSHIP, WITH THE FOURTH POWER, YAO. FIFTH IS KINGDOM, WITH THE FIFTH POWER, SABAOTH. SIXTH IS JEALOUSY, WITH THE SIXTH POWER, ADONIN. SEVENTH IS UNDERSTANDING, WITH THE SEVENTH POWER, SABBATAIOS. EACH HAS A SPHERE IN ITS OWN REALM. THEY WERE NAMED AFTER THE GLORY ABOVE FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE POWERS. WHILE THE NAMES GIVEN THEM BY THEIR MAKER WERE POWERFUL, THE NAMES GIVEN THEM AFTER THE GLORY ABOVE WOULD BRING ABOUT THEIR DESTRUCTION AND LOSS OF POWER. THAT IS WHY THEY HAVE TWO NAMES. YALDABAOTH ORGANIZED EVERYTHING AFTER THE PATTERN OF THE FIRST REALMS THAT HAD COME INTO BEING, SO THAT HE MIGHT CREATE EVERYTHING IN AN [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE FORM. NOT THAT HE HAD SEEN THE INCORRUPTIBLE ONES. RATHER, THE POWER THAT IS IN HIM, THAT HE HAD TAKEN FROM HIS MOTHER, PRODUCED IN HIM THE PATTERN FOR THE WORLD ORDER. WHEN HE SAW CREATION SURROUNDING HIM, AND THE THRONG OF ANGELS AROUND HIM WHO HAD COME FORTH FROM HIM, HE SAID TO THEM, I AM A JEALOUS GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BESIDE ME. BUT BY ANNOUNCING THIS, HE SUGGESTED TO THE ANGELS WITH HIM THAT THERE IS ANOTHER GOD. FOR IF THERE WERE NO OTHER GOD, OF WHOM WOULD HE BE JEALOUS? 
SOPHIA REPENTS
THEN THE MOTHER BEGAN TO MOVE AROUND. SHE REALIZED THAT SHE WAS LACKING SOMETHING WHEN THE BRIGHTNESS OF HER LIGHT DIMINISHED. SHE GREW DIM BECAUSE HER PARTNER HAD NOT COLLABORATED WITH HER. I SAID, MASTER, WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT SHE MOVED AROUND? THE MASTER LAUGHED AND SAID, DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT IT IS AS MOSES SAID, ABOVE THE WATERS. NO, WHEN SHE RECOGNIZED THE WICKEDNESS THAT HAD OCCURRED AND THE ROBBERY HER SON HAD COMMITTED, SHE REPENTED. WHEN SHE BECAME FORGETFUL IN THE DARKNESS OF IGNORANCE, SHE BEGAN TO BE ASHAMED. SHE DID NOT DARE TO RETURN, BUT SHE WAS AGITATED. THIS AGITATION IS THE MOVING AROUND. THE [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT ONE TOOK POWER FROM HIS MOTHER. HE WAS IGNORANT, FOR HE [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT NO ONE EXISTED EXCEPT HIS MOTHER ALONE. WHEN HE SAW THE THRONG OF ANGELS HE HAD CREATED, HE EXALTED HIMSELF OVER THEM. WHEN THE MOTHER REALIZED THAT THE TRAPPINGS OF DARKNESS HAD COME INTO BEING IMPERFECTLY, SHE UNDERSTOOD THAT HER PARTNER HAD NOT COLLABORATED WITH HER. SHE REPENTED WITH MANY TEARS. THE WHOLE REALM OF FULLNESS HEARD HER PRAYER OF REPENTANCE AND OFFERED PRAISE ON HER BEHALF TO THE INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT, AND THE SPIRIT CONSENTED. WHEN THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT CONSENTED, THE HOLY SPIRIT POURED UPON HER SOME OF THE FULLNESS OF ALL. FOR HER PARTNER DID NOT COME TO HER ON HIS OWN, BUT HE CAME TO HER THROUGH THE REALM OF FULLNESS, SO THAT HE MIGHT RESTORE WHAT SHE LACKED. SHE WAS TAKEN UP NOT TO HER OWN ETERNAL REALM, BUT TO A POSITION ABOVE HER SON. SHE WAS TO REMAIN IN THE 9TH HEAVEN UNTIL SHE RESTORED WHAT WAS LACKING IN HERSELF.
THE HUMAN APPEARS
A VOICE CALLED FROM THE EXALTED HEAVENLY REALM, THE HUMAN EXISTS AND THE HUMAN CHILD. THE FIRST RULER, YALDABAOTH, HEARD THE VOICE AND [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT IT HAD COME FROM HIS MOTHER. HE DID NOT REALIZE ITS SOURCE. THE HOLY PERFECT MOTHER-FATHER, THE COMPLETE FORETHOUGHT, THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE ONE, BEING THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF EVERYTHING, THROUGH WHOM EVERYTHING CAME INTO BEING, THE FIRST HUMAN—THIS IS THE ONE WHO SHOWED THEM, AND APPEARED IN HUMAN SHAPE. THE ENTIRE REALM OF THE FIRST RULER QUAKED, AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE ABYSS SHOOK. THE BOTTOM OF THE WATERS ABOVE THE MATERIAL WORLD WAS LIGHTED BY THIS IMAGE THAT HAD APPEARED. WHEN ALL THE AUTHORITIES AND THE FIRST RULER STARED AT THIS APPEARANCE, THEY SAW THE WHOLE BOTTOM AS IT WAS ILLUMINATED. AND THROUGH THE LIGHT THEY SAW THE SHAPE OF THE IMAGE IN THE WATER.
THE CREATION OF ADAM
YALDABAOTH SAID TO THE AUTHORITIES WITH HIM, COME, LET US CREATE A HUMAN BEING AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD AND WITH A LIKENESS TO OURSELVES, SO THAT THIS HUMAN IMAGE MAY GIVE US LIGHT. THEY CREATED THROUGH THEIR RESPECTIVE POWERS, ACCORDING TO THE FEATURES THAT WERE GIVEN TO THEM. EACH OF THE AUTHORITIES CONTRIBUTED A PSYCHICAL FEATURE CORRESPONDING TO THE FIGURE OF THE IMAGE THEY HAD SEEN. THEY CREATED A BEING LIKE THE PERFECT FIRST HUMAN AND SAID, LET US CALL IT ADAM, THAT ITS NAME MAY GIVE US POWER OF LIGHT. THE POWERS BEGAN TO CREATE: THE FIRST ONE, GOODNESS, CREATED A SOUL OF BONE. THE SECOND, FORETHOUGHT, CREATED A SOUL OF SINEW. THE THIRD, DIVINITY, CREATED A SOUL OF FLESH. THE FOURTH, LORDSHIP, CREATED A SOUL OF MARROW. THE FIFTH, KINGDOM, CREATED A SOUL OF BLOOD. THE SIXTH, JEALOUSY, CREATED A SOUL OF SKIN. THE SEVENTH, UNDERSTANDING, CREATED A SOUL OF HAIR. THE THRONG OF ANGELS STOOD BY AND RECEIVED THESE SEVEN PSYCHICAL SUBSTANCES FROM THE AUTHORITIES IN ORDER TO CREATE A NETWORK OF LIMBS AND TRUNK, WITH ALL THE PARTS PROPERLY ARRANGED. THE FIRST ONE, WHO IS RAPHAO, BEGAN BY CREATING THE HEAD, ABRON CREATED THE SKULL, MENIGGESSTROETH CREATED THE BRAIN, ASTERECHME THE RIGHT EYE, THASPOMOCHA THE LEFT EYE, YERONUMOS THE RIGHT EAR, BISSOUM THE LEFT EAR, AKIOREIM THE NOSE, BANEN-EPHROUM THE LIPS, AMEN THE TEETH, IBIKAN THE MOLARS, BASILIADEME THE TONSILS, ACHCHA THE UVULA, ADABAN THE NECK, CHAAMAN THE VERTEBRAE, DEARCHO THE THROAT, TEBAR THE RIGHT SHOULDER, N…THE LEFT SHOULDER, MNIARCHON THE RIGHT ELBOW, E…THE LEFT ELBOW, ABITRION THE RIGHT UNDERARM, EUANTHEN THE LEFT UNDERARM, KRUS THE RIGHT HAND, BELUAI THE LEFT HAND, TRENEU THE FINGERS OF THE RIGHT HAND, BALBEL THE FINGERS OF THE LEFT HAND, KRIMA THE FINGERNAILS, ASTROPS THE RIGHT BREAST, BARROPH THE LEFT BREAST, BAOUM THE RIGHT SHOULDER JOINT, ARARIM THE LEFT SHOULDER JOINT, ARECHE THE BELLY, PHTHAUE THE NAVEL, SENAPHIM THE ABDOMEN, ARACHETHOPI THE RIGHT RIBS, ZABEDO THE LEFT RIBS, BARIAS THE RIGHT HIP, PHNOUTH THE LEFT HIP, ABENLENARCHEI THE MARROW, CHNOUMENINORIN THE BONES, GESOLE THE STOMACH, AGROMAUMA THE HEART, BANO THE LUNGS, SOSTRAPAL THE LIVER, ANESIMALAR THE SPLEEN, THOPITHRO THE INTESTINES, BIBLO THE KIDNEYS, ROEROR THE SINEWS, TAPHREO THE BACKBONE, IPOUSPOBOBA THE VEINS, BINEBORIN THE ARTERIES, AATOIMENPSEPHEI THE BREATHS IN ALL THE LIMBS, ENTHOLLEIA ALL THE FLESH, BEDOUK THE RIGHT BUTTOCK, ARABEEI THE LEFT BUTTOCK, [PRIAPOS MEANS ERECT PENIS---DICK, DICK HEAD & COCK] THE PENIS, EILO THE TESTICLES [BALLS, SACK OF SPERM, SEED SAC & SCROTUM], SORMA THE GENITALS [MALE REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS], GORMAKAIOCHLABAR THE RIGHT THIGH, NEBRITH THE LEFT THIGH, PSEREM THE MUSCLES OF THE RIGHT LEG, ASAKLAS THE MUSCLE OF THE LEFT, ORMAOTH THE RIGHT LEG, EMENUN THE LEFT LEG, KNUX THE RIGHT SHIN, TUPELON THE LEFT SHIN, ACHIEL THE RIGHT ANKLE, PHNEME THE LEFT ANKLE, PHIOUTHROM THE RIGHT FOOT, BOABEL ITS TOES, TRACHOUN THE LEFT FOOT, PHIKNA ITS TOES, MIAMAI THE TOENAILS, LABERNIOUM THOSE WHO ARE APPOINTED OVER ALL THESE ARE SEVEN IN NUMBER: ATHOTH, ARMAS, KALILA, YABEL, SABAOTH, CAIN, ABEL. THOSE WHO ACTIVATE THE LIMBS ARE, PART BY PART: THE HEAD, DIOLIMODRAZA, THE NECK, YAMMEAX, THE RIGHT SHOULDER, YAKOUIB, THE LEFT SHOULDER, OUERTON, THE RIGHT HAND, OUDIDI, THE LEFT ONE, ARBAO, THE FINGERS OF THE RIGHT HAND, LAMPNO, THE FINGERS OF THE LEFT HAND, LEEKAPHAR, THE RIGHT BREAST [PAP & NIPPLE], BARBAR, THE LEFT BREAST [PAP & NIPPLE], IMAE, THE CHEST, PISANDRAPTES, THE RIGHT SHOULDER JOINT, KOADE, THE LEFT SHOULDER JOINT, ODEOR, THE RIGHT RIBS, ASPHIXIX, THE LEFT RIBS, SUNOGCHOUTA, THE ABDOMEN, AROUPH, THE WOMB [UTERUS, VAGINA, PUSSY, VULVA, CUNT [VULGAR] & CLIT], SABALO, THE RIGHT THIGH, CHARCHARB, THE LEFT THIGH, CHTHAON, ALL THE GENITALS, BATHINOTH, THE RIGHT LEG, CHOUX, THE LEFT LEG, CHARCHA, THE RIGHT SHIN, AROER, THE LEFT SHIN, TOECHTHA, THE RIGHT ANKLE, AOL, THE LEFT ANKLE, CHARANER, THE RIGHT FOOT, BASTAN, ITS TOES, ARCHENTECHTHA, THE LEFT FOOT, MAREPHNOUNTH, ITS TOES, ABRANA. SEVEN HAVE BEEN EMPOWERED OVER ALL THESE: MICHAEL, URIEL, ASMENEDAS, SAPHASATOEL, AARMOURIAM, RICHRAM, AMIORPS. THOSE WHO ARE OVER THE SENSES ARE ARCHENDEKTA, THE ONE WHO IS OVER PERCEPTION IS DEITHARBATHAS, THE ONE WHO IS OVER IMAGINATION IS OUMMAA, THE ONE WHO IS OVER ARRANGEMENT IS AACHIARAM, THE ONE WHO IS OVER ALL [SEXUAL] IMPULSE TO [SEXUAL] ACTION IS RIARAMNACHO. THE SOURCE OF THE DEMONS THAT ARE IN THE ENTIRE BODY IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR: HEAT, COLD, WETNESS, DRYNESS. 
ADAM RECEIVES SPIRIT AND LIFE
ALL THE ANGELS AND DEMONS [ADVERSARIES FOR THE FATHER STEPHEN] WORKED TOGETHER UNTIL THEY FASHIONED THE PSYCHICAL BODY [BY EXTRAORDINARY MENTALITIES]. BUT FOR A LONG TIME, THEIR CREATION DID NOT STIR OR MOVE AT ALL. WHEN THE MOTHER WANTED TO TAKE BACK THE POWER, SHE HAD RELINQUISHED TO THE FIRST RULER, SHE PRAYED TO THE MOST MERCIFUL MOTHER-FATHER OF ALL. WITH A SACRED COMMAND THE MOTHER-FATHER SENT 5 LUMINARIES DOWN TO THE PLACE OF THE ANGELS OF THE FIRST RULER. THEY ADVISED HIM SO THAT THEY MIGHT RECOVER THE MOTHER'S POWER. THEY SAID TO YALDABAOTH, BREATHE, SOME OF YOUR SPIRIT INTO THE FACE OF ADAM, AND THEN THE BODY WILL ARISE. HE BREATHED HIS SPIRIT INTO ADAM. THE SPIRIT IS THE POWER OF HIS MOTHER, BUT HE DID NOT REALIZE THIS, BECAUSE HE LIVES IN IGNORANCE. THE MOTHER'S POWER WENT OUT OF YALDABAOTH AND INTO THE PSYCHICAL BODY THAT HAD BEEN MADE TO BE LIKE THE ONE WHO IS FROM THE BEGINNING. THE BODY MOVED AND BECAME POWERFUL. AND IT WAS ENLIGHTENED. AT ONCE THE REST OF THE POWERS BECAME JEALOUS. ALTHOUGH ADAM HAD COME INTO BEING THROUGH ALL OF THEM, AND THEY HAD GIVEN THEIR POWER TO THIS HUMAN, ADAM WAS MORE INTELLIGENT THAN THE CREATORS AND THE FIRST RULER. WHEN THEY REALIZED THAT ADAM WAS ENLIGHTENED, AND COULD THINK MORE CLEARLY THAN THEY, AND WAS STRIPPED OF EVIL, THEY TOOK AND THREW ADAM INTO THE LOWEST PART OF THE WHOLE MATERIAL REALM. THE BLESSED, BENEVOLENT, MERCIFUL MOTHER-FATHER HAD COMPASSION FOR THE MOTHER'S POWER THAT HAD BEEN REMOVED FROM THE FIRST RULER. THE RULERS MIGHT BE ABLE TO OVERPOWER THE PSYCHICAL, PERCEPTIBLE BODY ONCE AGAIN. SO, WITH ITS BENEVOLENT SPIRIT AND GREAT MERCY THE MOTHER-FATHER SENT A HELPER TO ADAM, AN ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT WHO IS FROM THE MOTHER-FATHER AND WHO WAS CALLED LIFE [STEPHANIE IN JAMES 1:12]. SHE HELPED THE WHOLE CREATURE, LABORING WITH IT, RESTORING IT TO ITS FULLNESS, TEACHING IT ABOUT THE DESCENT OF THE SEED, TEACHING IT ABOUT THE WAY OF ASCENT, WHICH IS THE WAY OF DESCENT. ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT WAS HIDDEN WITHIN ADAM SO THAT THE RULERS MIGHT NOT RECOGNIZE HER, BUT THAT AFTERTHOUGHT MIGHT BE ABLE TO RESTORE WHAT THE MOTHER LACKED.
THE IMPRISONMENT OF HUMANITY
THE HUMAN BEING ADAM WAS REVEALED THROUGH THE BRIGHT SHADOW WITHIN. AND ADAM'S ABILITY TO THINK WAS GREATER THAN THAT OF ALL THE CREATORS. WHEN THEY LOOKED UP, THEY SAW THAT ADAM'S ABILITY TO THINK WAS GREATER, AND THEY DEVISED A PLAN WITH THE WHOLE THRONG OF RULERS AND ANGELS. THEY TOOK FIRE, EARTH, AND WATER, AND COMBINED THEM WITH THE FOUR FIERY WINDS. THEY WROUGHT THEM TOGETHER AND MADE A GREAT COMMOTION. THE RULERS BROUGHT ADAM INTO THE SHADOW OF DEATH SO THAT THEY MIGHT PRODUCE A FIGURE AGAIN, FROM EARTH, WATER, FIRE, AND THE SPIRIT THAT COMES FROM MATTER, THAT IS, FROM THE IGNORANCE OF DARKNESS, AND [SEXUAL] DESIRE, AND THEIR OWN FALSE SPIRIT. THIS IS THE CAVE FOR REMODELING THE BODY THAT THESE CRIMINALS PUT ON THE HUMAN, THE FETTER OF FORGETFULNESS. ADAM BECAME A MORTAL BEING, THE FIRST TO DESCEND AND THE FIRST TO BECOME [SEXUALLY] ESTRANGED. THE ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT WITHIN ADAM, HOWEVER, WOULD REJUVENATE ADAM'S MIND. THE RULERS TOOK ADAM AND PUT ADAM IN PARADISE. THEY SAID, EAT, MEANING, DO SO IN A LEISURELY MANNER. BUT IN FACT, THEIR [SEXUAL] PLEASURE IS BITTER AND THEIR BEAUTY IS [SEXUALLY] PERVERSE. THEIR [SEXUAL] PLEASURE IS A TRAP, THEIR TREES ARE A SACRILEGE, THEIR FRUIT IS DEADLY POISON, THEIR PROMISE IS DEATH. THEY PUT THEIR TREE OF LIFE IN THE MIDDLE OF PARADISE. I SHALL TEACH YOU THE SECRET OF THEIR LIFE, THE PLAN THEY DEVISED TOGETHER, THE [SEXUAL] NATURE OF THEIR SPIRIT: THE ROOT OF THEIR TREE IS BITTER, ITS BRANCHES ARE DEATH, ITS SHADOW IS HATRED, A TRAP IS IN ITS LEAVES, ITS BLOSSOM IS BAD OINTMENT, ITS FRUIT IS DEATH, [SEXUAL] DESIRE IS ITS SEED, IT BLOSSOMS IN DARKNESS. THE DWELLING PLACE OF THOSE WHO TASTE OF IT IS THE UNDERWORLD, AND DARKNESS IS THEIR RESTING PLACE. BUT THE RULERS LINGERED IN FRONT OF WHAT THEY CALL THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, WHICH IS THE ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT, SO THAT ADAM MIGHT NOT BEHOLD ITS FULLNESS AND RECOGNIZE HIS SHAMEFUL NAKEDNESS. BUT I WAS THE ONE WHO INDUCED THEM TO EAT. I SAID TO THE SAVIOR, MASTER, WAS IT NOT THE SNAKE THAT INSTRUCTED ADAM TO EAT? THE SAVIOR LAUGHED AND SAID, THE SNAKE INSTRUCTED THEM TO EAT OF THE WICKEDNESS OF SEXUAL DESIRE AND DESTRUCTION SO THAT ADAM MIGHT BE OF USE TO THE SNAKE. THIS IS THE ONE WHO KNEW ADAM WAS DISOBEDIENT BECAUSE OF THE ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT WITHIN ADAM, WHICH MADE ADAM STRONGER OF MIND THAN THE FIRST RULER. THE FIRST RULER WANTED TO RECOVER THE POWER THAT HE HIMSELF HAD PASSED ON TO ADAM. SO, HE BROUGHT DEEP SLEEP UPON ADAM. I SAID TO THE SAVIOR, WHAT IS THIS DEEP SLEEP? THE SAVIOR SAID, IT IS NOT AS MOSES WROTE AND YOU HEARD. HE SAID IN HIS FIRST BOOK, HE PUT ADAM TO SLEEP. RATHER, THIS DEEP SLEEP WAS A LOSS OF SENSE. THUS, THE FIRST RULER SAID THROUGH THE PROPHET, I SHALL MAKE THEIR MINDS SLUGGISH, THAT THEY MAY NEITHER UNDERSTAND NOR DISCERN. 
THE CREATION OF EVE
ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT HID HERSELF WITHIN ADAM. THE FIRST RULER WANTED TO TAKE HER FROM ADAM'S SIDE, BUT ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT CANNOT BE APPREHENDED. WHILE DARKNESS PURSUED HER, IT DID NOT APPREHEND HER. THE FIRST RULER REMOVED PART OF ADAM'S POWER AND CREATED ANOTHER FIGURE IN THE FORM OF A FEMALE, LIKE THE IMAGE OF AFTERTHOUGHT THAT HAD APPEARED TO HIM. HE PUT THE PART HE HAD TAKEN FROM THE POWER OF THE HUMAN BEING INTO THE FEMALE CREATURE. IT DID NOT HAPPEN, HOWEVER, THE WAY MOSES SAID: ADAM'S RIB. ADAM SAW THE WOMAN BESIDE HIM. AT ONCE ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT APPEARED AND REMOVED THE VEIL THAT COVERED HIS MIND. HE SOBERED UP FROM THE DRUNKENNESS OF DARKNESS. HE RECOGNIZED HIS COUNTERPART AND SAID, THIS, IS NOW BONE FROM MY BONES AND FLESH FROM MY FLESH. FOR THIS REASON, A MAN WILL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER AND WILL JOIN HIMSELF TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO OF THEM WILL BECOME ONE FLESH. FOR HIS PARTNER WILL BE SENT TO HIM, AND HE WILL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER. OUR SISTER SOPHIA IS THE ONE WHO DESCENDED IN AN INNOCENT MANNER TO RESTORE WHAT SHE LACKED. FOR THIS REASON, SHE WAS CALLED LIFE, THAT IS, THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING, BY THE FORETHOUGHT OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF HEAVEN AND BY THE AFTERTHOUGHT THAT APPEARED TO ADAM. THROUGH HER HAVE THE LIVING TASTED PERFECT KNOWLEDGE. AS FOR ME, I APPEARED IN THE FORM OF AN EAGLE ON THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS THE AFTERTHOUGHT OF THE PURE ENLIGHTENED FORETHOUGHT, THAT I MIGHT TEACH THE HUMAN BEINGS AND AWAKEN THEM FROM THE DEPTH OF SLEEP. FOR THE TWO OF THEM WERE FALLEN AND REALIZED THAT THEY WERE NAKED. AFTERTHOUGHT APPEARED TO THEM AS LIGHT AND AWAKENED THEIR MINDS. 
YALDABAOTH DEFILES EVE
WHEN YALDABAOTH REALIZED THAT THE HUMANS HAD WITHDRAWN FROM HIM, HE CURSED HIS EARTH. HE FOUND THE WOMAN AS SHE WAS PREPARING HERSELF FOR HER HUSBAND. HE WAS MASTER OVER HER. AND HE DID NOT KNOW THE MYSTERY THAT HAD COME INTO BEING THROUGH THE SACRED PLAN. THE TWO OF THEM WERE AFRAID TO DENOUNCE YALDABAOTH. HE DISPLAYED TO HIS ANGELS THE IGNORANCE WITHIN HIM. HE THREW THE HUMANS OUT OF PARADISE AND CLOAKED THEM IN THICK DARKNESS. THE FIRST RULER SAW THE YOUNG WOMAN STANDING NEXT TO ADAM AND NOTICED THAT THE ENLIGHTENED AFTERTHOUGHT OF LIFE HAD APPEARED IN HER. YET YALDABAOTH WAS FULL OF IGNORANCE. SO, WHEN THE FORETHOUGHT OF ALL REALIZED THIS, SHE DISPATCHED EMISSARIES, AND THEY STOLE LIFE OUT OF EVE. THE FIRST RULER DEFILED EVE AND PRODUCED IN HER TWO SONS, A FIRST AND A SECOND: ELOHIM AND YAHWEH. ELOHIM HAS THE FACE OF A BEAR, YAHWEH HAS THE FACE OF A CAT. ONE IS JUST, THE OTHER IS UNJUST. HE PLACED YAHWEH OVER FIRE AND WIND, HE PLACED ELOHIM OVER WATER AND EARTH. HE CALLED THEM BY THE NAMES CAIN AND ABEL, WITH A VIEW TO DECEIVE. TO THIS DAY SEXUAL INTERCOURSE HAS PERSISTED BECAUSE OF THE FIRST RULER. HE PLANTED SEXUAL DESIRE IN THE WOMAN WHO BELONGS TO ADAM. THROUGH INTERCOURSE THE FIRST RULER PRODUCED DUPLICATE BODIES, AND HE BLEW SOME OF HIS FALSE SPIRIT INTO THEM. HE PLACED THESE TWO RULERS OVER THE ELEMENTS SO THAT THEY MIGHT RULE OVER THE CAVE. WHEN ADAM CAME TO KNOW THE COUNTERPART OF HIS OWN FOREKNOWLEDGE, HE PRODUCED A SON LIKE THE HUMAN CHILD. HE CALLED HIM SETH, AFTER THE MANNER OF THE HEAVENLY RACE IN THE ETERNAL REALMS. SIMILARLY, THE MOTHER SENT DOWN HER SPIRIT, WHICH IS LIKE HER AND IS A COPY OF WHAT IS IN THE REALM OF FULLNESS, FOR SHE WAS GOING TO PREPARE A DWELLING PLACE FOR THE ETERNAL REALMS THAT WOULD COME DOWN. THE HUMAN BEINGS WERE MADE TO DRINK WATER OF FORGETFULNESS BY THE FIRST RULER, SO THAT THEY MIGHT NOT KNOW WHERE THEY HAD COME FROM. FOR A TIME, THE SEED REMAINED AND HELPED SO THAT WHEN THE SPIRIT DESCENDS FROM THE HOLY REALMS, IT MAY RAISE UP THE SEED AND HEAL WHAT IT LACKS, THAT THE ENTIRE REALM OF FULLNESS MAY BE HOLY AND LACK NOTHING. 
ON HUMAN DESTINY
I SAID TO THE SAVIOR, MASTER, WILL ALL THE SOULS THEN BE LED SAFELY INTO PURE LIGHT? HE ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME, THESE ARE GREAT MATTERS THAT HAVE ARISEN IN YOUR MIND, AND IT IS DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN THEM TO ANYONE EXCEPT THOSE OF THE UNSHAKABLE RACE. THOSE UPON WHOM THE SPIRIT OF LIFE WILL DESCEND AND WHOM THE SPIRIT WILL EMPOWER WILL BE SAVED AND BECOME PERFECT AND BE WORTHY OF GREATNESS AND BE CLEANSED THERE OF ALL EVIL AND THE ANXIETIES OF WICKEDNESS, SINCE THEY ARE ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING EXCEPT THE INCORRUPTIBLE ALONE, AND CONCERNED WITH THAT FROM THIS MOMENT ON, WITHOUT ANGER, JEALOUSY, ENVY, DESIRE, OR GREED FOR ANYTHING. THEY ARE AFFECTED BY NOTHING BUT BEING IN THE FLESH ALONE, AND THEY WEAR THE FLESH AS THEY LOOK FORWARD TO A TIME WHEN THEY WILL BE MET BY THOSE WHO RECEIVE THEM. SUCH PEOPLE ARE WORTHY OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE, ETERNAL LIFE AND CALLING. THEY ENDURE EVERYTHING AND BEAR EVERYTHING SO AS TO FINISH THE CONTEST AND RECEIVE ETERNAL LIFE. I SAID TO HIM, MASTER, WILL THE SOULS OF PEOPLE BE REJECTED WHO HAVE NOT DONE THESE THINGS, BUT UPON WHOM THE POWER AND THE SPIRIT OF LIFE HAVE DESCENDED? HE ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME, IF THE SPIRIT DESCENDS UPON THEM, BY ALL MEANS THEY WILL BE SAVED AND TRANSFORMED. POWER WILL DESCEND UPON EVERY PERSON, FOR WITHOUT IT NO ONE COULD STAND. AFTER BIRTH, IF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE GROWS, AND POWER COMES AND STRENGTHENS THAT SOUL, NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO LEAD IT ASTRAY WITH EVIL [SEXUAL] ACTIONS. BUT PEOPLE UPON WHOM THE FALSE SPIRIT DESCENDS ARE MISLED BY IT AND GO ASTRAY. I SAID, MASTER, WHERE WILL THEIR SOULS GO WHEN THEY LEAVE THEIR FLESH? HE LAUGHED AND SAID TO ME, THE SOUL IN WHICH THERE IS MORE POWER THAN THE CONTEMPTIBLE SPIRIT IS STRONG. SHE ESCAPES FROM EVIL, AND THROUGH THE INTERVENTION OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE ONE SHE IS SAVED AND IS TAKEN UP TO ETERNAL REST. I SAID, MASTER, WHERE WILL THE SOULS GO OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE NOT KNOWN TO WHOM THEY BELONG? HE SAID TO ME, THE CONTEMPTIBLE SPIRIT HAS GROWN STRONGER IN SUCH PEOPLE WHILE THEY WERE GOING ASTRAY. THIS SPIRIT LAYS A HEAVY BURDEN ON THE SOUL, LEADS HER INTO EVIL, AND HURLS HER DOWN INTO FORGETFULNESS. AFTER THE SOUL LEAVES THE BODY, SHE IS HANDED OVER TO THE AUTHORITIES WHO HAVE COME INTO BEING THROUGH THE RULER. THEY BIND HER WITH CHAINS AND THROW HER INTO PRISON. THEY GO AROUND WITH HER UNTIL SHE AWAKENS FROM FORGETFULNESS AND ACQUIRES KNOWLEDGE. THIS IS HOW SHE ATTAINS PERFECTION AND IS SAVED. I SAID, MASTER, HOW CAN THE SOUL BECOME YOUNGER AND RETURN INTO ITS MOTHER'S WOMB, OR INTO THE HUMAN? HE WAS GLAD WHEN I ASKED HIM ABOUT THIS, AND HE SAID TO ME, YOU, ARE TRULY BLESSED, FOR YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD. THIS SOUL WILL BE MADE TO FOLLOW ANOTHER IN WHOM THE SPIRIT OF LIFE DWELLS, AND SHE IS SAVED THROUGH THAT ONE. THEN SHE WILL NOT BE THRUST INTO FLESH AGAIN. I SAID, MASTER, WHERE WILL THE SOULS GO OF PEOPLE WHO HAD KNOWLEDGE BUT TURNED AWAY? HE SAID TO ME, THEY WILL BE TAKEN TO THE PLACE WHERE THE ANGELS OF MISERY GO, WHERE THERE IS NO REPENTANCE. THEY WILL BE KEPT THERE UNTIL THE DAY WHEN THOSE WHO HAVE BLASPHEMED AGAINST THE SPIRIT WILL BE TORTURED AND PUNISHED ETERNALLY. I SAID, MASTER, WHERE DID THE CONTEMPTIBLE SPIRIT COME FROM? HE SAID TO ME, THE MOTHER-FATHER IS GREAT IN MERCY, THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO IN EVERYWAY IS COMPASSIONATE, WHO SYMPATHIZES WITH YOU, THE AFTERTHOUGHT OF ENLIGHTENED FORETHOUGHT. THIS ONE RAISED UP THE OFFSPRING OF THE PERFECT GENERATION AND RAISED THEIR THOUGHT AND THE ETERNAL LIGHT OF THE HUMAN. WHEN THE FIRST RULER REALIZED THAT THESE PEOPLE WERE EXALTED ABOVE HIM AND COULD THINK BETTER THAN HE, HE WANTED TO GRASP THEIR THOUGHT. HE DID NOT KNOW THAT THEY SURPASSED HIM IN THOUGHT AND THAT HE WOULD BE UNABLE TO GRASP THEM. HE DEVISED A PLAN WITH HIS AUTHORITIES, WHO ARE HIS POWERS. TOGETHER THEY FORNICATED WITH SOPHIA, AND THROUGH THEM WAS PRODUCED BITTER FATE, THE FINAL, FICKLE BONDAGE. FATE IS LIKE THIS BECAUSE THE POWERS ARE FICKLE. TO THE PRESENT-DAY FATE IS HARDER AND STRONGER THAN WHAT GODS, ANGELS, DEMONS, AND ALL THE GENERATIONS HAVE ENCOUNTERED. FOR FROM FATE HAVE COME ALL INIQUITY AND INJUSTICE AND BLASPHEMY, THE BONDAGE OF FORGETFULNESS, AND IGNORANCE, AND ALL BURDENSOME ORDERS, WEIGHTY SINS, AND GREAT FEARS. THUS, ALL OF CREATION HAS BEEN BLINDED SO THAT NONE MIGHT KNOW THE GOD THAT IS OVER THEM ALL. BECAUSE OF THE BONDAGE OF FORGETFULNESS, THEIR SINS HAVE BEEN HIDDEN. THEY HAVE BEEN BOUND WITH DIMENSIONS, TIMES, AND SEASONS, AND FATE IS MASTER OF ALL. THE FIRST RULER REGRETTED EVERYTHING THAT HAD HAPPENED THROUGH HIM. ONCE AGAIN, HE MADE A PLAN, TO BRING A FLOOD UPON THE HUMAN CREATION. THE ENLIGHTENED GREATNESS OF FORETHOUGHT, HOWEVER, WARNED NOAH. NOAH ANNOUNCED THIS TO ALL THE OFFSPRING, THE HUMAN CHILDREN, BUT THOSE WHO WERE STRANGERS TO HIM DID NOT LISTEN TO HIM. IF DID NOT HAPPEN THE WAY MOSES SAID, THEY HID IN AN ARK. RATHER, THEY HID IN A PARTICULAR PLACE, NOT ONLY NOAH, BUT ALSO MANY OTHER PEOPLE FROM THE UNSHAKABLE RACE. THEY ENTERED THAT PLACE AND HID IN A BRIGHT CLOUD. NOAH KNEW ABOUT HIS SUPREMACY. WITH HIM WAS THE ENLIGHTENED ONE WHO HAD ENLIGHTENED THEM, SINCE THE FIRST RULER HAD BROUGHT DARKNESS UPON THE WHOLE EARTH. THE FIRST RULER FORMULATED A PLAN WITH HIS POWERS. HE SENT HIS ANGELS TO THE HUMAN DAUGHTERS SO THEY MIGHT TAKE SOME OF THEM AND RAISE OFFSPRING FOR THEIR [SEXUAL] PLEASURE. AT FIRST, THEY WERE UNSUCCESSFUL. WHEN THEY HAD PROVED UNSUCCESSFUL, THEY MET AGAIN AND DEVISED ANOTHER PLAN. THEY CREATED A CONTEMPTIBLE SPIRIT SIMILAR TO THE SPIRIT THAT HAD DESCENDED, IN ORDER TO ADULTERATE SOULS THROUGH THIS SPIRIT. THE ANGELS CHANGED THEIR APPEARANCE TO LOOK LIKE THE PARTNERS OF THESE WOMEN AND FILLED THE WOMEN WITH THE SPIRIT OF DARKNESS THAT THEY HAD CONCOCTED, AND WITH EVIL. THEY BROUGHT GOLD, SILVER, GIFTS, COPPER, IRON, METAL, AND ALL SORTS OF THINGS. THEY BROUGHT GREAT ANXIETIES TO THE PEOPLE WHO FOLLOWED THEM, LEADING THEM ASTRAY WITH MANY DECEPTIONS. THESE PEOPLE GREW OLD WITHOUT EXPERIENCING [SEXUAL] PLEASURE AND DIED WITHOUT FINDING TRUTH OR KNOWING THE GOD OF TRUTH. IN THIS WAY ALL CREATION WAS FOREVER ENSLAVED, FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD UNTIL THE PRESENT DAY. THE ANGELS TOOK WOMEN, AND FROM THE DARKNESS THEY PRODUCED CHILDREN SIMILAR TO THEIR SPIRIT. THEY CLOSED THEIR MINDS AND BECAME STUBBORN THROUGH THE STUBBORNNESS OF THE CONTEMPTIBLE SPIRIT UNTIL THE PRESENT DAY. 
HYMN OF THE SAVIOR
NOW I, THE PERFECT FORETHOUGHT OF ALL, TRANSFORMED MYSELF INTO MY OFFSPRING. I EXISTED FIRST AND WENT DOWN EVERY PATH. I AM THE ABUNDANCE OF LIGHT, I AM THE REMEMBRANCE OF FULLNESS. I WENT INTO THE REALM OF GREAT DARKNESS AND CONTINUED UNTIL I ENTERED THE MIDST OF THE PRISON. THE FOUNDATIONS OF CHAOS SHOOK, AND I HID FROM THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR EVIL, AND THEY DID NOT RECOGNIZE ME. AGAIN, I RETURNED, A SECOND TIME, AND WENT ON. I HAD COME FROM THE INHABITANTS OF LIGHT—I, THE REMEMBRANCE OF FORETHOUGHT. I ENTERED THE MIDST OF DARKNESS AND THE BOWELS OF THE UNDERWORLD, TURNING TO MY TASK. THE FOUNDATIONS OF CHAOS SHOOK AS THOUGH TO FALL UPON THOSE WHO DWELL IN CHAOS AND DESTROY THEM. AGAIN, I HURRIED BACK TO THE ROOT OF MY LIGHT SO, THEY MIGHT NOT BE DESTROYED BEFORE THEIR TIME. AGAIN, A THIRD TIME, I WENT FORTH—I AM THE LIGHT DWELLING IN LIGHT, I AM THE REMEMBRANCE OF FORETHOUGHT—SO THAT I MIGHT ENTER THE MIDST OF DARKNESS AND THE BOWELS OF THE UNDERWORLD. I BRIGHTENED MY FACE WITH LIGHT FROM THE CONSUMMATION OF THEIR REALM AND ENTERED THE MIDST OF THEIR PRISON, WHICH IS THE PRISON OF THE BODY. I SAID, LET WHOEVER HEARS ARISE FROM DEEP SLEEP. A PERSON WEPT AND SHED TEARS. BITTER TEARS THE PERSON WIPED AWAY, AND SAID, WHO, IS CALLING MY NAME? FROM WHERE HAS MY HOPE COME AS I DWELL IN THE BONDAGE OF PRISON? I SAID, I AM THE FORETHOUGHT OF PURE LIGHT, I AM THE THOUGHT OF THE VIRGIN SPIRIT, WHO RAISES YOU TO A PLACE OF HONOR. ARISE, REMEMBER THAT YOU HAVE HEARD AND TRACE YOUR ROOT, WHICH IS I, THE COMPASSIONATE. GUARD YOURSELF AGAINST THE ANGELS OF MISERY, THE DEMONS OF CHAOS AND ALL WHO ENTRAP YOU, AND BEWARE OF DEEP SLEEP AND THE TRAP IN THE BOWELS OF THE UNDERWORLD. I RAISED AND SEALED THE PERSON IN LUMINOUS WATER WITH FIVE SEALS, THAT DEATH MIGHT NOT PREVAIL OVER THE PERSON FROM THAT MOMENT ON. 
CONCLUSION
LOOK, NOW I SHALL ASCEND TO THE PERFECT REALM. I HAVE FINISHED EVERYTHING FOR YOU IN YOUR HEARING. I HAVE TOLD YOU EVERYTHING FOR YOU TO RECORD AND COMMUNICATE SECRETLY TO YOUR SPIRITUAL FRIENDS. THIS IS THE MYSTERY OF THE UNSHAKABLE RACE. THE SAVIOR COMMUNICATED THIS TO JOHN FOR HIM TO RECORD AND SAFEGUARD. HE SAID TO HIM, CURSED, BE ANYONE WHO WILL TRADE THESE THINGS FOR A GIFT, FOR FOOD, DRINK, CLOTHES, OR ANYTHING LIKE THIS. THESE THINGS WERE COMMUNICATED TO JOHN IN A MYSTERY, AND AT ONCE THE SAVIOR DISAPPEARED. THEN JOHN WENT TO THE OTHER STUDENTS AND REPORTED WHAT THE SAVIOR HAD TOLD HIM. JESUS THE ANOINTED. AMEN.
ON THE ORIGIN OF THE WORLD
BEFORE THE BEGINNING
SINCE EVERYONE—THE GODS OF THE WORLD AND PEOPLE—SAYS THAT NOTHING EXISTED PRIOR TO CHAOS, I SHALL DEMONSTRATE THAT THEY ALL ARE MISTAKEN, SINCE THEY DO NOT KNOW THE ORIGIN OF CHAOS AND ITS ROOT. HERE IS THE DEMONSTRATION. HOW AGREEABLE IT IS TO ALL PEOPLE TO SAY THAT CHAOS IS DARKNESS! BUT ACTUALLY, CHAOS COMES FROM A SHADOW THAT HAS BEEN CALLED DARKNESS. THE SHADOW COMES FROM SOMETHING EXISTING FROM THE BEGINNING. SO, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT SOMETHING IN THE BEGINNING EXISTED BEFORE CHAOS CAME INTO BEING, AND THAT CHAOS CAME AFTER WHAT WAS IN THE BEGINNING. NOW LET US CONSIDER THE FACTS OF THE MATTER, AND IN PARTICULAR WHAT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, FROM WHICH CHAOS CAME. IN THIS WAY THE TRUTH WILL BE CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED. 
BIRTH OF SOPHIA AND THE FORCES OF DARKNESS
AFTER THE [SEXLESS] NATURE OF THE IMMORTALS WAS COMPLETED OUT OF THE INFINITE ONE, THEN A LIKENESS CALLED SOPHIA FLOWED OUT OF PISTIS, WITH THE WISH THAT SOMETHING SHOULD COME INTO BEING LIKE THE LIGHT THAT FIRST EXISTED. IMMEDIATELY HER WISH APPEARED AS A HEAVENLY LIKENESS WITH AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE GREATNESS. THIS CAME BETWEEN THE IMMORTALS AND THOSE WHO CAME INTO BEING AFTER THEM, LIKE WHAT IS ABOVE. IT WAS A VEIL SEPARATING PEOPLE FROM THE THINGS ABOVE. NOW, THE ETERNAL REALM OF TRUTH HAS NO SHADOW WITHIN IT BECAUSE THE IMMEASURABLE LIGHT IS EVERYWHERE WITHIN IT. OUTSIDE IT, HOWEVER, IS A SHADOW, AND IT WAS CALLED DARKNESS. FROM IT APPEARED A POWER OVER THE DARKNESS. AND THE POWERS THAT CAME INTO BEING AFTERWARD CALLED THE SHADOW THE LIMITLESS CHAOS. FROM IT EVERY KIND OF DEITY WAS BROUGHT FORTH, ONE AFTER ANOTHER, ALONG WITH THE WHOLE PLACE. CONSEQUENTLY, THE SHADOW TOO IS SUBSEQUENT TO WHAT WAS IN THE BEGINNING. THE SHADOW APPEARED IN THE ABYSS, WHICH IS DERIVED FROM PISTIS, WHOM WE HAVE MENTIONED. THE SHADOW PERCEIVED THAT THERE WAS ONE STRONGER THAN IT. IT WAS JEALOUS, AND WHEN IT BECAME SELF-IMPREGNATED, IT IMMEDIATELY BORE ENVY. SINCE THAT DAY THE PRINCIPLE OF ENVY HAS APPEARED IN ALL OF THE AEONS AND THEIR WORLDS. BUT ENVY WAS FOUND TO BE AN ABORTED FETUS WITHOUT ANY SPIRIT IN IT. IT BECAME LIKE THE SHADOWS IN A GREAT WATERY SUBSTANCE. THEN THE BITTER WRATH THAT CAME INTO BEING FROM THE SHADOW WAS CAST INTO A REGION OF CHAOS. SINCE THAT DAY A WATERY SUBSTANCE HAS APPEARED. WHAT WAS ENCLOSED IN THE SHADOW FLOWED FORTH, APPEARING IN CHAOS. JUST AS ALL THE USELESS AFTERBIRTH OF ONE WHO BEARS A LITTLE CHILD FALLS, LIKEWISE THE MATTER THAT CAME INTO BEING FROM THE SHADOW WAS CAST ASIDE. MATTER DID NOT COME OUT OF CHAOS, BUT IT WAS IN CHAOS, EXISTING IN A PART OF IT. 
YALDABAOTH ESTABLISHES HIS RULE
NOW, AFTER THESE THINGS HAPPENED, PISTIS CAME AND APPEARED OVER THE MATTER OF CHAOS, WHICH WAS CAST OFF LIKE AN ABORTED FETUS, SINCE THERE WAS NO SPIRIT IN IT. FOR ALL OF THAT IS A BOUNDLESS DARKNESS AND WATER OF UNFATHOMABLE DEPTH. AND WHEN PISTIS SAW WHAT CAME INTO BEING FROM HER DEFICIENCY, SHE WAS DISTURBED. AND THE DISTURBANCE APPEARED AS SOMETHING FRIGHTFUL, AND IT FLED TO HER IN THE CHAOS. SHE TURNED TO IT AND BREATHED INTO ITS FACE IN THE ABYSS, WHICH IS BENEATH ALL OF THE HEAVENS. NOW, WHEN PISTIS SOPHIA WANTED TO CAUSE THE THING THAT HAD NO SPIRIT TO BE FORMED INTO A LIKENESS AND RULE OVER MATTER AND OVER ALL ITS POWERS, A RULER FIRST APPEARED OUT OF THE WATERS, LIONLIKE IN APPEARANCE, ANDROGYNOUS, WITH GREAT AUTHORITY WITHIN HIMSELF BUT IGNORANT OF WHENCE HE CAME INTO BEING. WHEN PISTIS SOPHIA SAW HIM MOVING IN THE DEPTH OF THE WATERS, SHE SAID TO HIM, "YOUTH, PASS OVER HERE," WHICH IS INTERPRETED AS "YALDABAOTH." SINCE THAT DAY, THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF THE WORD THAT REFERRED TO THE GODS AND ANGELS AND PEOPLE HAS APPEARED. AND THE GODS AND ANGELS AND PEOPLE CONSTITUTE THAT WHICH CAME INTO BEING BY MEANS OF THE WORD. MOREOVER, THE RULER YALDABAOTH IS IGNORANT OF THE POWER OF PISTIS. HE DID NOT SEE HER FACE, BUT HE SAW IN THE WATER THE LIKENESS THAT SPOKE WITH HIM. AND FROM THAT VOICE HE CALLED HIMSELF YALDABAOTH. BUT THE PERFECT ONES CALL HIM ARIAEL BECAUSE HE WAS LIKE A LION. AND AFTER HE CAME TO POSSESS AUTHORITY OVER MATTER, PISTIS SOPHIA WITHDREW UP TO HER LIGHT. 
YALDABAOTH CREATES HEAVEN AND EARTH AND BEARS THREE SONS
WHEN THE RULER SAW HIS GREATNESS, HE SAW ONLY HIMSELF; HE SAW NOTHING ELSE, EXCEPT WATER AND DARKNESS. THEN HE THOUGHT THAT HE ALONE EXISTED. HIS THOUGHT WAS MADE COMPLETE BY MEANS OF THE WORD, AND IT APPEARED AS A SPIRIT MOVING TO AND FRO OVER THE WATERS. AND WHEN THAT SPIRIT APPEARED, THE RULER SEPARATED THE WATERY SUBSTANCE TO ONE REGION AND THE DRY SUBSTANCE TO ANOTHER REGION. FROM MATTER HE CREATED A DWELLING PLACE FOR HIMSELF AND CALLED IT HEAVEN. AND FROM MATTER THE RULER CREATED A FOOTSTOOL AND CALLED IT EARTH. AFTERWARD THE RULER THOUGHT, ACCORDING TO HIS [SEXLESS] NATURE, AND HE CREATED AN ANDROGYNOUS BEING BY MEANS OF THE WORD. HE OPENED HIS MOUTH AND COOED TO HIM. WHEN HIS EYES WERE OPENED, HE SAW HIS FATHER AND SAID TO HIM, "EEE." SO, HIS FATHER CALLED HIM YAO. AGAIN, HE CREATED THE SECOND SON AND COOED TO HIM. HE OPENED HIS EYES AND SAID TO HIS FATHER, "EH." SO, HIS FATHER CALLED HIM ELOAI. AGAIN, HE CREATED THE THIRD SON AND COOED TO HIM. HE OPENED HIS EYES AND SAID TO HIS FATHER, "ASSS." SO, HIS FATHER CALLED HIM ASTAPHAIOS. THESE ARE THE THREE SONS OF THEIR FATHER. 
THE SEVEN HEAVENS OF CHAOS
SEVEN APPEARED IN CHAOS AS ANDROGYNOUS BEINGS. THEY HAVE THEIR MASCULINE NAME AND THEIR FEMININE NAME. THE FEMININE NAME OF YALDABAOTH IS FORETHOUGHT SAMBATHAS, WHICH IS THE WEEK. HIS SON IS CALLED YAO, AND HIS FEMININE NAME IS LORDSHIP. SABAOTH'S FEMININE NAME IS DIVINITY. ADONAIOS'S FEMININE NAME IS KINGSHIP. ELOAIOS'S FEMININE NAME IS ENVY. ORAIOS'S FEMININE NAME IS WEALTH. ASTAPHAIOS'S FEMININE NAME IS SOPHIA. THESE ARE THE SEVEN POWERS OF THE SEVEN HEAVENS OF CHAOS. AND THEY CAME INTO BEING AS ANDROGYNOUS BEINGS ACCORDING TO THE IMMORTAL PATTERN THAT EXISTED BEFORE THEM AND IN ACCORD WITH THE WILL OF PISTIS, SO THAT THE LIKENESS OF WHAT EXISTED FROM THE FIRST MIGHT RULE UNTIL THE END. YOU WILL FIND THE FUNCTION OF THESE NAMES AND THE POWER OF THE MALES IN THE ARCHANGELIC BOOK OF MOSES THE PROPHET. BUT THE FEMININE NAMES ARE IN THE FIRST BOOK OF NORAIA. NOW SINCE THE CHIEF CREATOR YALDABAOTH HAD GREAT AUTHORITY, HE CREATED FOR EACH OF HIS SONS, BY MEANS OF THE WORD, BEAUTIFUL HEAVENS AS DWELLING PLACES, AND FOR EACH HEAVEN GREAT GLORIES, SEVEN TIMES EXQUISITE. EACH ONE HAS WITHIN HIS HEAVEN THRONES, DWELLING PLACES, AND TEMPLES, AS WELL AS CHARIOTS AND SPIRITUAL VIRGINS AND THEIR GLORIES, LOOKING UP TO AN INVISIBLE REALM, AND ALSO ARMIES OF DIVINE, LORDLY, ANGELIC, AND ARCHANGELIC POWERS, MYRIADS WITHOUT NUMBER, IN ORDER TO SERVE. THE REPORT CONCERNING THESE YOU WILL FIND ACCURATELY IN THE FIRST ACCOUNT OF NORAIA. NOW, THEY WERE COMPLETED IN THIS WAY UP TO THE SIXTH HEAVEN, THE ONE BELONGING TO SOPHIA. AND THE HEAVEN AND ITS EARTH WERE DISRUPTED BY THE TROUBLEMAKER, WHO WAS BENEATH ALL OF THEM. THE SIX HEAVENS TREMBLED, FOR THE POWERS OF CHAOS KNEW WHO IT WAS WHO DISTURBED THE HEAVEN BENEATH THEM. AND WHEN PISTIS KNEW OF THE HARM CAUSED BY THE TROUBLEMAKER, SHE BLEW HER BREATH, AND SHE BOUND HIM AND CAST HIM DOWN TO TARTAROS. 
THE BOASTING OF YALDABAOTH
SINCE THAT DAY, THE HEAVEN HAS BEEN CONSOLIDATED ALONG WITH ITS EARTH BY MEANS OF SOPHIA [WISDOM], THE DAUGHTER OF YALDABAOTH, WHO IS BENEATH THEM ALL. AFTER THE HEAVENS AND THEIR POWERS AND ALL OF THEIR GOVERNMENT SET THEMSELVES ARIGHT, THE CHIEF CREATOR EXALTED HIMSELF AND WAS GLORIFIED BY THE WHOLE ARMY OF ANGELS. AND ALL THE GODS AND THEIR ANGELS GAVE HIM PRAISE AND GLORY. AND HE REJOICED IN HIS HEART, AND HE BOASTED CONTINUALLY, SAYING TO THEM, "I DO NOT NEED ANYTHING. I AM GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT ME." BUT WHEN HE SAID THESE THINGS, HE [SEXUALLY] SINNED [THIS IS ETERNAL BULLSHIT BECAUSE THE LORD YALDABAOTH COMMITTED THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP, JUST LIKE EVERY SO-CALLED CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE THAT CALLS & SWEARS & NAMES THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AS POTTER CREATOR IN JOHN 8:58 BECAUSE THE TRUE LORD JESUS CHRIST IS THE TRUE CREATOR AGENT LORD ONLY & NEVER THE TRUE POTTER SUPREME CREATOR OF THE ENTIRE UNIVERSES OR WITH THE LORD LUCIFER (SATAN & THE DEVIL) & THE LADY VICTORIA (BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH), IN THE VERY 1ST ONE THAT COMMITTED THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP IN THEIR ULTIMATE MARRIAGE & ARE CALLED THE TOP EVIL SEXUAL CREATOR OF THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0, CONCERNS ALL THESE SO-CALLED CREATORS THAT ONLY RESIDES IN THE 1ST SEXUAL FORMER UNIVERSE AGAINST THE TOP TRUE SINLESS SUPREME CREATOR ONLY KNOWN AS THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE IN 2ND THESSALONIANS 2:1-12 & ACTS 7:60] AGAINST ALL OF THE IMMORTAL IMPERISHABLE ONES, AND THEY KEPT THEIR EYES ON HIM. MOREOVER, WHEN PISTIS SAW THE IMPIETY OF THE CHIEF RULER, SHE WAS ANGRY. WITHOUT BEING SEEN, SHE SAID, "YOU'RE WRONG, SAMAEL," THAT IS, "BLIND GOD."  "AN ENLIGHTENED, IMMORTAL HUMAN EXISTS BEFORE YOU AND WILL APPEAR WITHIN YOUR FASHIONED BODIES. THE HUMAN WILL TRAMPLE UPON YOU AS POTTER'S CLAY IS TRAMPLED. AND YOU WILL GO WITH THOSE WHO ARE YOURS DOWN TO YOUR MOTHER, THE ABYSS. FOR IN THE CONSUMMATION OF YOUR WORKS, ALL OF THE DEFICIENCY THAT APPEARED IN THE TRUTH WILL BE DISSOLVED. IT WILL CEASE, AND IT WILL BE LIKE SOMETHING THAT NEVER EXISTED." AFTER PISTIS SAID THESE THINGS, SHE REVEALED THE LIKENESS OF HER GREATNESS IN THE WATERS. AND SO, SHE WITHDREW UP TO HER LIGHT. 
SABAOTH WORSHIPS PISTIS
WHEN SABAOTH, THE SON OF YALDABAOTH, HEARD THE VOICE OF PISTIS, HE WORSHIPED HER. HE CONDEMNED [DAMNED] HIS FATHER AND MOTHER. PISTIS. HE GLORIFIED HER BECAUSE SHE INFORMED THEM OF AN IMMORTAL HUMAN AND THE LIGHT OF THE HUMAN. THEN PISTIS SOPHIA STRETCHED FORTH HER FINGER AND POURED UPON HIM LIGHT FROM HER LIGHT FOR A CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] OF HIS FATHER. WHEN SABAOTH RECEIVED LIGHT, HE RECEIVED GREAT AUTHORITY AGAINST ALL OF THE POWERS OF CHAOS. SINCE THAT DAY HE HAS BEEN CALLED "THE LORD OF THE POWERS." HE HATED HIS FATHER, THE DARKNESS, AND HIS MOTHER, THE ABYSS. HE LOATHED HIS SISTER, THE THOUGHT OF THE CHIEF CREATOR, THE ONE WHO MOVES TO AND FRO OVER THE WATER. ON ACCOUNT OF HIS LIGHT, ALL OF THE AUTHORITIES OF CHAOS WERE JEALOUS OF HIM. AND WHEN THEY WERE DISTURBED, THEY MADE A GREAT WAR IN THE SEVEN HEAVENS. THEN WHEN PISTIS SOPHIA SAW THE WAR, SHE SENT SEVEN ARCHANGELS FROM HER LIGHT TO SABAOTH. THEY SNATCHED HIM AWAY UP TO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN. THEY TOOK THEIR STAND BEFORE HIM AS SERVANTS. FURTHERMORE, SHE SENT HIM THREE OTHER ARCHANGELS AND ESTABLISHED THE KINGDOM FOR HIM ABOVE EVERYONE SO THAT HE MIGHT DWELL ABOVE THE TWELVE GODS OF CHAOS. WHEN SABAOTH RECEIVED THE PLACE OF REST BECAUSE OF HIS REPENTANCE, PISTIS ALSO GAVE HIM HER DAUGHTER, ZOE, WITH GREAT AUTHORITY, SO THAT SHE MIGHT INFORM HIM ABOUT EVERYTHING THAT EXISTS IN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN. AND SINCE HE HAD AUTHORITY, HE FIRST CREATED A DWELLING PLACE FOR HIMSELF. IT IS HUGE, MAGNIFICENT, SEVEN TIMES AS GREAT AS ALL THOSE THAT EXIST IN THE SEVEN HEAVENS. THEN IN FRONT OF HIS DWELLING PLACE HE CREATED A GREAT THRONE ON A CHARIOT WITH FOUR FACES, CALLED CHERUBIM. AND THE CHERUBIM THRONE HAS EIGHT SHAPES ON EACH SIDE OF THE FOUR CORNERS—FORMS OF LIONS AND BULLS AND HUMANS AND EAGLES—SO THAT ALL OF THE FORMS TOTAL SIXTY-FOUR FORMS. AND SEVEN ARCHANGELS STAND BEFORE HIM. HE IS THE EIGHTH, HAVING AUTHORITY. ALL OF THE FORMS TOTAL SEVENTY-TWO. FOR FROM THIS CHARIOT THE SEVENTY-TWO GODS TOOK SHAPE; THEY TOOK SHAPE SO THAT THEY MIGHT RULE OVER THE SEVENTY-TWO LANGUAGES OF THE NATIONS. AND BY THAT THRONE HE CREATED OTHER DRAGON-SHAPED ANGELS CALLED SERAPHIM, WHO GLORIFY HIM CONTINUALLY. 
SABAOTH CREATES AN ASSEMBLY WITH JESUS AND THE VIRGIN
AFTERWARD HE CREATED AN ANGELIC ASSEMBLY—THOUSANDS, MYRIADS WITHOUT NUMBER BELONG TO IT—THAT WAS LIKE THE ASSEMBLY IN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN, AND A FIRST-BORN CALLED ISRAEL, THAT IS, THE ONE WHO SEES GOD, AND ALSO ANOTHER CALLED JESUS CHRIST, WHO IS LIKE THE SAVIOR ABOVE IN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN AND WHO SITS AT HIS RIGHT UPON AN EXCELLENT THRONE. BUT AT HIS LEFT THE VIRGIN OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] SITS UPON A THRONE PRAISING HIM. AND THE SEVEN VIRGINS STAND BEFORE HER, WITH THIRTY LYRES AND HARPS AND TRUMPETS IN THEIR HANDS, GLORIFYING HIM. AND ALL OF THE ARMIES OF ANGELS GLORIFY HIM AND PRAISE HIM. BUT HE SITS ON A THRONE CONCEALED BY A GREAT LIGHT-CLOUD. AND THERE WAS NO ONE WITH HIM IN THE CLOUD EXCEPT SOPHIA, THE DAUGHTER OF PISTIS, TEACHING HIM ABOUT ALL THOSE THAT EXIST IN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN, SO THAT THE LIKENESS OF THOSE MIGHT BE CREATED, IN ORDER THAT HIS KINGDOM MIGHT CONTINUE UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE HEAVENS OF CHAOS AND THEIR POWERS. NOW, PISTIS SOPHIA SEPARATED HIM FROM THE DARKNESS AND SUMMONED HIM TO HER RIGHT, BUT THE CHIEF CREATOR SHE PUT AT HER LEFT. SINCE THAT DAY RIGHT HAS BEEN CALLED JUSTICE, BUT LEFT HAS BEEN CALLED INJUSTICE. MOREOVER, BECAUSE OF THIS THEY ALL RECEIVED A REALM IN THE ASSEMBLY OF JUSTICE, AND INJUSTICE IS SET OVER ALL THEIR CREATIONS.
YALDABAOTH RETALIATES BY CREATING DEATH
WHEN THE CHIEF CREATOR OF CHAOS SAW HIS SON SABAOTH, AND THAT THE GLORY IN WHICH HE DWELLS IS MORE EXQUISITE THAN ALL THE AUTHORITIES OF CHAOS, HE WAS JEALOUS OF HIM. AND WHEN HE WAS ANGRY, HE CONCEIVED DEATH FROM HIS OWN DEATH. IT WAS SET UP OVER THE SIXTH HEAVEN; SABAOTH HAD BEEN SNATCHED AWAY FROM THERE. AND THUS, THE NUMBER OF THE SIX AUTHORITIES OF CHAOS WAS COMPLETED. THEN, SINCE DEATH WAS ANDROGYNOUS, HE MIXED WITH HIS [SEXUAL] NATURE AND CONCEIVED SEVEN ANDROGYNOUS CHILDREN. THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE MALES: ENVY, WRATH, WEEPING, SIGHING, MOURNING, LAMENTING, TEARFUL GROANING. AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE FEMALES: WRATH, GRIEF, LUST, SIGHING, CURSING, BITTERNESS, QUARRELSOMENESS. THEY HAD [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND EACH ONE CONCEIVED SEVEN, SO THAT THE CHILDREN TOTAL FORTY-NINE ANDROGYNOUS DEMONS. THEIR NAMES AND THEIR FUNCTIONS YOU WILL FIND IN THE BOOK OF SOLOMON. IN THE PRESENCE OF THESE, ZOE, WHO DWELLS WITH SABAOTH, CREATED SEVEN GOOD ANDROGYNOUS POWERS. THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE MALES: NOT-JEALOUS, BLESSED, JOYFUL, TRUE, NOT-ENVIOUS, BELOVED, TRUSTWORTHY. AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE FEMALES: PEACE, GLADNESS, REJOICING, BLESSEDNESS, TRUTH, [SEXLESS] LOVE, FAITH. AND MANY GOOD AND GUILELESS SPIRITS COME FROM THESE. THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND THEIR FUNCTIONS YOU WILL FIND IN THE CONFIGURATIONS OF THE FATE OF HEAVEN BENEATH THE TWELVE.
YALDABAOTH REALIZES HIS MISTAKE
BUT WHEN THE CHIEF CREATOR SAW THE LIKENESS OF PISTIS IN THE WATERS, HE GRIEVED, ESPECIALLY WHEN HE HEARD HER VOICE, WHICH WAS LIKE THE FIRST VOICE THAT CALLED TO HIM OUT OF THE WATER. WHEN HE KNEW THAT THIS WAS THE ONE WHO NAMED HIM, HE GROANED AND WAS ASHAMED ON ACCOUNT OF HIS TRANSGRESSION. AND WHEN HE ACTUALLY KNEW THAT AN ENLIGHTENED, IMMORTAL HUMAN EXISTED BEFORE HIM, HE WAS GREATLY DISTURBED, BECAUSE PREVIOUSLY HE HAD SAID TO ALL THE GODS AND THEIR ANGELS, "I AM GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT ME." FOR HE HAD BEEN AFRAID THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THAT ANOTHER EXISTED BEFORE HIM AND CONDEMN [DAMNED] HIM. BUT HE, LIKE A FOOL, DESPISED THE CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION AND ACTED RECKLESSLY, AND SAID, "IF SOMETHING EXISTS BEFORE ME, LET IT APPEAR SO THAT WE MIGHT SEE ITS LIGHT." AND IMMEDIATELY, LOOK, LIGHT CAME OUT OF THE EIGHTH HEAVEN ABOVE AND PASSED THROUGH ALL THE HEAVENS OF THE EARTH. WHEN THE CHIEF CREATOR SAW THAT THE LIGHT WAS [SEXLESSLY] BEAUTIFUL AS IT SHONE FORTH, HE WAS AMAZED AND VERY MUCH ASHAMED. WHEN THE LIGHT APPEARED, A HUMAN LIKENESS, WHICH WAS VERY WONDERFUL, WAS REVEALED WITHIN IT; AND NO ONE SAW IT EXCEPT THE CHIEF CREATOR ALONE AND THE FORETHOUGHT WHO WAS WITH HIM. BUT ITS LIGHT APPEARED TO ALL THE POWERS OF THE HEAVENS. THEREFORE, THEY WERE ALL DISTURBED BY IT. 
ADAM OF LIGHT SHINES FORTH
THEN WHEN FORETHOUGHT SAW THE MESSENGER, SHE BECAME ENAMORED OF HIM, BUT HE HATED HER BECAUSE SHE WAS IN DARKNESS. MOREOVER, SHE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO EMBRACE HIM, BUT SHE WAS NOT ABLE. WHEN SHE WAS UNABLE TO QUENCH HER [SEXLESS] LOVE, SHE POURED OUT HER LIGHT UPON THE EARTH. FROM THAT DAY, THAT MESSENGER WAS CALLED ADAM OF LIGHT, WHICH IS INTERPRETED THE ENLIGHTENED MAN OF BLOOD. AND THE EARTH UPON WHICH THE LIGHT SPREAD WAS CALLED HOLY ADAMAS, WHICH IS INTERPRETED AS "THE HOLY STEEL-LIKE EARTH." AT THAT TIME, ALL THE AUTHORITIES BEGAN TO HONOR THE BLOOD OF THE VIRGIN, AND THE EARTH WAS PURIFIED BECAUSE OF THE BLOOD OF THE VIRGIN. BUT ESPECIALLY THE WATER WAS [SEXLESSLY] PURIFIED BY THE LIKENESS OF PISTIS SOPHIA, WHO APPEARED TO THE CHIEF CREATOR IN THE WATERS. RIGHTLY, THEN, HAS IT BEEN SAID, "THROUGH THE WATERS." SINCE THE HOLY WATER GIVES LIFE TO EVERYTHING, IT [SEXLESSLY] PURIFIES IT TOO. 
EROS AND PSYCHE
OUT OF THIS FIRST BLOOD EROS APPEARED, BEING ANDROGYNOUS. HIS MASCULINE [DIVINE] NATURE IS HIMEROS, BECAUSE HE IS FIRE FROM THE LIGHT. HIS FEMININE [DIVINE] NATURE IS THAT OF A SOUL OF BLOOD AND IS DERIVED FROM THE SUBSTANCE OF FORETHOUGHT. HE IS VERY HANDSOME IN HIS BEAUTY, HAVING MORE [SEXLESS] LOVELINESS THAN ALL THE CREATURES OF CHAOS. THEN WHEN ALL THE GODS AND THEIR ANGELS SAW EROS, THEY BECAME ENAMORED OF HIM. BUT WHEN HE APPEARED AMONG ALL OF THEM, HE MADE THEM INFLAMED. JUST AS MANY LAMPS ARE KINDLED FROM A SINGLE LAMP AND THE LIGHT SHINES BUT THE LAMP IS NOT DIMINISHED, SO ALSO EROS WAS SCATTERED IN ALL THE CREATURES OF CHAOS BUT WAS NOT DIMINISHED. JUST AS EROS APPEARED OUT OF THE MIDPOINT BETWEEN LIGHT AND DARKNESS, AND IN THE MIDST OF THE ANGELS AND PEOPLE THE [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE OF EROS WAS CONSUMMATED, SO TOO THE FIRST SENSUAL [SEXUAL] PLEASURE SPROUTED UPON THE EARTH. THE WOMAN FOLLOWED THE EARTH, AND MARRIAGE FOLLOWED THE WOMAN, AND REPRODUCTION FOLLOWED MARRIAGE, AND DEATH FOLLOWED REPRODUCTION. AFTER EROS, THE GRAPEVINE SPROUTED UP FROM THE BLOOD THAT WAS SHED UPON THE EARTH. THEREFORE, THOSE WHO DRINK THE VINE ACQUIRE THE [SEXUAL] DESIRE FOR [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE. AFTER THE GRAPEVINE, A FIG TREE AND A POMEGRANATE TREE SPROUTED UP FROM THE EARTH, TOGETHER WITH THE REST OF THE TREES, ACCORDING TO THEIR KIND, THEIR SEED DERIVING FROM THE SEED OF THE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS. 
THE CREATION OF PARADISE
THEN JUSTICE CREATED THE BEAUTIFUL PARADISE. IT IS OUTSIDE THE CIRCUIT OF THE MOON AND THE CIRCUIT OF THE SUN IN THE LUXURIANT EARTH, WHICH IS IN THE EAST IN THE MIDST OF STONES. AND [SEXLESS] DESIRE IS IN THE MIDST OF TREES, SINCE THEY ARE BEAUTIFUL AND APPEALING. AND THE TREE OF IMMORTAL LIFE, AS IT WAS REVEALED BY THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD, IS IN THE NORTH OF PARADISE TO GIVE LIFE TO THE IMMORTAL SAINTS, WHO WILL COME OUT OF THE FASHIONED BODIES OF POVERTY IN THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE. NOW, THE COLOR OF THE TREE OF LIFE IS LIKE THE SUN, AND ITS BRANCHES ARE BEAUTIFUL. ITS LEAVES ARE LIKE THOSE OF THE CYPRESS, AND ITS FRUIT IS LIKE CLUSTERS OF WHITE GRAPES. ITS HEIGHT RISES UP TO HEAVEN. AND NEXT TO IT IS THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, POSSESSING THE POWER OF GOD. ITS GLORY IS LIKE THE MOON SHINING FORTH BRILLIANTLY, AND ITS BRANCHES ARE BEAUTIFUL. ITS LEAVES ARE LIKE FIG LEAVES, AND ITS FRUIT IS LIKE GOOD, DELICIOUS DATES. AND THIS TREE IS IN THE NORTH OF PARADISE TO RAISE UP THE SOULS FROM THE [SEXUAL] STUPOR OF THE DEMONS, SO THEY MIGHT COME TO THE TREE OF LIFE AND EAT ITS FRUIT AND CONDEMN [ETERNALLY DAMN] THE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS. THE EFFECT OF THIS TREE IS DESCRIBED IN THE HOLY BOOK AS FOLLOWS: YOU ARE THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS IN PARADISE, FROM WHICH THE FIRST MAN ATE AND WHICH OPENED HIS MIND, SO THAT HE [SEXUALLY] LOVED HIS FEMALE PARTNER, AND CONDEMNED [DAMNED] OTHER ALIEN LIKENESSES, AND LOATHED THEM. NOW, AFTER THIS THERE SPROUTED UP THE OLIVE TREE, WHICH WAS TO PURIFY KINGS AND CHIEF PRIESTS OF JUSTICE, WHO WILL APPEAR IN THE LAST DAYS. THE OLIVE TREE APPEARED IN THE LIGHT OF THE FIRST ADAM FOR THE SAKE OF THE ANOINTING THAT THEY WILL RECEIVE. 
THE CREATION OF PLANTS, ANIMALS, AND HEAVENLY ORBS
BUT THE FIRST PSYCHE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED EROS, WHO WAS WITH HER, AND POURED HER BLOOD UPON HIM AND UPON THE EARTH. THEN FROM THAT BLOOD THE FIRST ROSE SPROUTED UPON THE EARTH OUT OF THE THORN BUSH, FOR A JOY IN THE LIGHT THAT WAS TO APPEAR IN THE BRAMBLE. AFTER THIS THE BEAUTIFUL, FRAGRANT FLOWERS SPROUTED UP FROM THE EARTH ACCORDING TO THEIR KIND FROM THE BLOOD OF EACH OF THE VIRGINS OF THE DAUGHTERS OF FORETHOUGHT. WHEN THEY HAD BECOME ENAMORED OF EROS, THEY POURED OUT THEIR BLOOD UPON HIM AND UPON THE EARTH. AFTER THESE THINGS EVERY HERB SPROUTED UP IN THE EARTH ACCORDING TO ITS KIND, HAVING THE SEED OF THE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS. AFTER THESE THINGS THE AUTHORITIES CREATED FROM THE WATERS ALL SPECIES OF BEASTS AND REPTILES AND BIRDS ACCORDING TO THEIR KIND, HAVING THE SEED OF THE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS. BUT BEFORE ALL THESE THINGS, WHEN ADAM OF LIGHT APPEARED ON THE FIRST DAY, HE REMAINED UPON THE EARTH ABOUT TWO DAYS. HE LEFT THE LOWER FORETHOUGHT IN HEAVEN AND BEGAN TO ASCEND TO HIS LIGHT. AND IMMEDIATELY DARKNESS CAME UPON THE WHOLE WORLD. NOW, WHEN SOPHIA [WISDOM], WHO IS IN THE LOWER HEAVEN, WANTED TO RECEIVE AUTHORITY FROM PISTIS, SHE CREATED GREAT LUMINARIES AND ALL THE STARS, AND PUT THEM IN THE HEAVEN TO SHINE UPON THE EARTH AND TO PERFECT CHRONOLOGICAL SIGNS AND SEASONS AND YEARS AND MONTHS AND DAYS AND NIGHTS AND SECONDS, AND SO ON. AND THUS, EVERYTHING UP IN THE SKY WAS ORDERED. NOW, WHEN ADAM OF LIGHT WANTED TO ENTER HIS LIGHT, THAT IS, THE EIGHTH HEAVEN, HE WAS UNABLE BECAUSE OF THE POVERTY THAT HAD MIXED WITH HIS LIGHT. THEN HE CREATED A GREAT ETERNAL REALM FOR HIMSELF; IN THAT ETERNAL REALM HE CREATED SIX REALMS AND THEIR WORLDS, SIX IN NUMBER, WHICH ARE SEVEN TIMES BETTER THAN THE HEAVENS OF CHAOS AND THEIR WORLDS. BUT ALL THESE REALMS AND THEIR WORLDS EXIST WITHIN THE INFINITE REGION THAT IS BETWEEN THE EIGHTH AND CHAOS BENEATH IT, AND THEY ARE RECKONED WITH THE WORLD THAT BELONGS TO THE POVERTY. IF YOU WISH TO KNOW THE ARRANGEMENT OF THESE, YOU WILL FIND IT WRITTEN IN THE SEVENTH COSMOS OF HIERALIAS THE PROPHET. 
THE CREATION OF HUMANKIND
BEFORE ADAM OF LIGHT WITHDREW IN THE CHAOS, THE AUTHORITIES SAW HIM. THEY LAUGHED AT THE CHIEF CREATOR BECAUSE HE LIED, SAYING, "I AM GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT ME." WHEN THEY CAME TO HIM, THEY SAID, "IS THIS NOT THE GOD WHO RUINED OUR WORK?" HE ANSWERED AND SAID, "YES, BUT IF YOU WISH THAT HE NOT BE ABLE TO RUIN OUR WORK, COME, LET'S CREATE A HUMAN BEING FROM THE EARTH ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF OUR BODY AND ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF THIS BEING, TO SERVE US, SO THAT WHENEVER THIS BEING SEES HIS LIKENESS, HE MAY BECOME ENAMORED OF IT. THEN HE WILL NO LONGER [SEXUALLY] RUIN OUR WORK, BUT WE SHALL MAKE THOSE WHO ARE BORN FROM THE LIGHT OUR SERVANTS THROUGH ALL THE TIME OF THIS AGE." NOW, ALL THIS CAME TO PASS ACCORDING TO THE FORETHOUGHT OF PISTIS IN ORDER THAT HUMANKIND MIGHT APPEAR AFTER THIS LIKENESS AND CONDEMN [DAMN] THEM ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR FASHIONED BODIES. AND THEIR FASHIONED BODIES BECAME FENCES FOR THE LIGHT. THEN THE AUTHORITIES RECEIVED KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY TO CREATE PEOPLE. SOPHIA ZOE, WHO IS WITH SABAOTH, ANTICIPATED THEM AND LAUGHED AT THEIR DECISION BECAUSE THEY WERE BLIND—IN IGNORANCE THEY CREATED HIM AGAINST THEMSELVES. THEY DO NOT KNOW WHAT THEY DO. BECAUSE OF THIS SHE ANTICIPATED THEM. SHE CREATED HER HUMAN BEING FIRST IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT TELL THEIR FASHIONED BODY HOW TO SCORN THEM AND THUS TO ESCAPE THEM. NOW, THE BIRTH OF THE INSTRUCTOR OCCURRED IN THIS WAY. WHEN SOPHIA LET A DROP OF LIGHT FALL, IT FLOATED ON THE WATER. IMMEDIATELY A HUMAN BEING APPEARED, BEING ANDROGYNOUS. SHE MOLDED THAT DROP FIRST AS A FEMALE BODY. AFTERWARD SHE MOLDED IT, WITH THE BODY, IN THE LIKENESS OF THE MOTHER WHO APPEARED, AND SHE FINISHED IT IN TWELVE MONTHS. AN ANDROGYNOUS HUMAN BEING WAS CONCEIVED, WHOM THE GREEKS CALL HERMAPHRODITE, WHILE THE JEWS CALL HIS MOTHER EVE OF LIFE, THAT IS, THE INSTRUCTOR OF LIFE. HER CHILD IS THE CREATURE WHO IS LORD. AFTERWARD, THE AUTHORITIES CALLED IT THE BEAST IN ORDER TO LEAD THEIR FASHIONED BODIES ASTRAY. THE MEANING OF THE BEAST IS THE INSTRUCTOR, FOR IT WAS FOUND TO BE WISER THAN ALL BEINGS. MOREOVER, EVE IS THE FIRST VIRGIN WHO GAVE BIRTH WITHOUT A MAN. SHE IS THE ONE WHO FUNCTIONED AS HER OWN MIDWIFE. 
SONG OF EVE
ON ACCOUNT OF THIS IT IS SAID CONCERNING HER THAT SHE SAID, I AM PART OF MY MOTHER, AND I AM THE MOTHER. I AM THE WIFE, I AM THE VIRGIN. I AM PREGNANT. I AM THE MIDWIFE. I AM THE ONE WHO COMFORTS DURING LABOR PAINS. MY HUSBAND PRODUCED ME, AND I AM HIS MOTHER, AND HE IS MY FATHER AND MY LORD. HE IS MY POTENCY; WHAT HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRES HE SPEAKS WITH REASON. I AM BECOMING, BUT I HAVE BORNE A LORDLY MAN. NOW THESE THINGS WERE REVEALED BY THE WILL OF SABAOTH AND HIS CHRIST TO THE SOULS WHO WILL COME TO THE FASHIONED BODIES OF THE AUTHORITIES. CONCERNING THESE THE HOLY VOICE SAID, "MULTIPLY AND FLOURISH TO RULE OVER ALL THE CREATURES." AND THESE ARE THE ONES WHO ARE TAKEN CAPTIVE BY THE CHIEF CREATOR ACCORDING TO THEIR DESTINIES, AND THUS THEY WERE LOCKED IN THE PRISONS OF THE FASHIONED BODIES UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE. 
THE COSMIC RULERS MOLD ADAM
AT THAT TIME THE CHIEF CREATOR THEN EXPRESSED HIS OPINION ABOUT HUMANKIND TO THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM. THEN EACH OF THEM, CAST HIS SEED INTO THE MIDST OF THE NAVEL OF THE EARTH. SINCE THAT DAY, THE SEVEN RULERS HAVE FORMED HUMANKIND WITH HIS BODY LIKE THEIR BODY, BUT HIS LIKENESS IS LIKE THE HUMAN WHO APPEARED TO THEM. HIS FASHIONED BODY CAME INTO BEING ONE PART AT A TIME, AND THEIR CHIEF CREATED THE BRAIN AND NERVOUS SYSTEM. AFTERWARD THE PERSON APPEARED LIKE THE ONE BEFORE HIM. HE BECAME A PERSON WITH SOUL, AND HE WAS CALLED ADAM, THAT IS, FATHER, AFTER THE NAME OF THE ONE [JOB] WHO WAS BEFORE HIM. NOW, AFTER ADAM WAS MADE, HE LEFT HIM AS A LIFELESS VESSEL, SINCE HE HAD TAKEN FORM LIKE AN ABORTED FETUS, WITH NO SPIRIT IN HIM. REGARDING THIS, WHEN THE CHIEF RULER REMEMBERED THE WORD OF PISTIS, HE WAS AFRAID THAT THE TRUE HUMAN MIGHT COME INTO HIS FASHIONED BODY AND RULE OVER IT. BECAUSE OF THIS, HE LEFT THIS FASHIONED BODY FORTY DAYS WITHOUT SOUL. AND HE WITHDREW AND LEFT HIM. BUT ON THE FORTIETH DAY SOPHIA ZOE SENT HER BREATH INTO ADAM, WHO WAS WITHOUT SOUL. HE BEGAN TO MOVE UPON THE EARTH, BUT HE COULD NOT STAND UP. NOW, WHEN THE SEVEN RULERS CAME AND SAW HIM, THEY WERE VERY MUCH DISTURBED. THEY WALKED UP TO HIM AND SEIZED HIM, AND THE CHIEF RULER SAID TO THE BREATH WITHIN HIM, "WHO ARE YOU? AND FROM WHERE HAVE YOU COME HERE?" IT ANSWERED AND SAID, "I CAME THROUGH THE POWER OF THE HUMAN FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF YOUR WORK." WHEN THEY HEARD, THEY GLORIFIED HIM BECAUSE HE GAVE THEM REST FROM THEIR FEAR AND CONCERN. THEN THEY CALLED THAT DAY THE DAY OF REST, BECAUSE THEY RESTED THEMSELVES FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] TROUBLES. AND WHEN THEY SAW THAT ADAM COULD NOT STAND UP, THEY REJOICED. THEY TOOK HIM AND LEFT HIM IN PARADISE AND WITHDREW UP TO THEIR HEAVENS. 
EVE GIVES ADAM LIFE
AFTER THE DAY OF REST, SOPHIA SENT ZOE, HER DAUGHTER, WHO IS CALLED EVE, AS AN INSTRUCTOR TO RAISE UP ADAM, IN WHOM THERE WAS NO SOUL, SO THAT THOSE WHOM HE WOULD PRODUCE MIGHT BECOME VESSELS OF THE LIGHT. WHEN EVE SAW HER MALE PARTNER CAST DOWN, SHE PITIED HIM, AND SHE SAID, "ADAM, LIVE! RISE UP ON THE EARTH!" IMMEDIATELY HER WORD BECAME AN ACCOMPLISHED DEED. FOR WHEN ADAM ROSE UP, IMMEDIATELY HE OPENED HIS EYES. WHEN HE SAW HER, HE SAID, "YOU WILL BE CALLED THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING, BECAUSE YOU ARE THE ONE WHO GAVE ME LIFE."
THE COSMIC RULERS RAPE THE EARTHLY EVE
THEN THE AUTHORITIES WERE INFORMED THAT THEIR FASHIONED BODY WAS ALIVE, AND HAD RISEN, AND THEY WERE VERY MUCH DISTURBED. THEY SENT SEVEN ARCHANGELS TO SEE WHAT HAD HAPPENED. THEY CAME TO ADAM, AND WHEN THEY SAW EVE SPEAKING WITH HIM, THEY SAID TO ONE ANOTHER, "WHAT IS THIS ENLIGHTENED WOMAN? FOR TRULY SHE RESEMBLES THE LIKENESS THAT APPEARED TO US IN THE LIGHT. NOW COME, LET US SEIZE HER AND CAST OUR SEED INTO HER, SO THAT WHEN SHE IS [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED, SHE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ASCEND TO HER LIGHT, BUT THOSE WHOM SHE BEARS WILL SERVE US. BUT LET US NOT TELL ADAM, BECAUSE HE IS NOT FROM US. RATHER, LET US BRING A STUPOR UPON HIM, AND SUGGEST TO HIM IN HIS SLEEP THAT SHE CAME INTO BEING FROM HIS RIB, SO THAT THE WOMAN MAY SERVE AND HE MAY RULE OVER HER." THEN EVE, SINCE SHE EXISTED AS A POWER, LAUGHED AT THEIR FALSE INTENTION. SHE DARKENED THEIR EYES AND SECRETLY LEFT HER LIKENESS THERE WITH ADAM. SHE ENTERED THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE AND REMAINED THERE. THEY PURSUED HER, AND SHE REVEALED TO THEM THAT SHE HAD ENTERED THE TREE AND HAD BECOME THE TREE. AND WHEN THE BLIND ONES FELL INTO A GREAT FEAR, THEY RAN AWAY. AFTERWARD, WHEN THEY SOBERED UP FROM THE STUPOR, THEY CAME TO ADAM. AND WHEN THEY SAW THE LIKENESS OF THAT WOMAN WITH HIM, THEY WERE TROUBLED, THINKING THAT THIS WAS THE TRUE EVE. AND THEY ACTED RECKLESSLY, AND CAME TO HER AND SEIZED HER AND CAST THEIR SEED UPON HER. THEY DID IT DECEITFULLY, [SEXUALLY] DEFILING HER NOT ONLY NATURALLY BUT ALSO ABOMINABLY, FIRST [SEXUALLY] DEFILING THE SEAL OF HER VOICE, WHICH HAD SPOKEN WITH THEM, SAYING, "WHAT IS IT THAT EXISTS BEFORE YOU?" THEY MEANT TO [SEXUALLY DEFILE THOSE WHO MIGHT SAY AT THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE THAT THEY HAD BEEN BORN OF A TRUE HUMAN BY MEANS OF THE WORD. AND THEY WERE DECEIVED, NOT KNOWING THAT THEY HAD [SEXUALLY] DEFILED THEIR OWN BODY. IT WAS THE LIKENESS THAT THE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS [SEXUALLY] DEFILED IN EVERY WAY. 
EVE BEARS THE CHILDREN OF THE COSMIC POWERS
FIRST EVE CONCEIVED ABEL FROM THE FIRST RULER; AND SHE BORE THE REST OF THE SONS FROM THE SEVEN AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS. NOW, ALL THIS CAME TO PASS ACCORDING TO THE FORETHOUGHT OF THE CHIEF CREATOR, SO THAT THE FIRST MOTHER MIGHT BEAR WITHIN HERSELF EVERY SEED, MIXED AND JOINED TOGETHER WITH THE FATE OF THE WORLD AND ITS CONFIGURATIONS AND JUSTICE. A PLAN CAME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF EVE, SO THAT THE FASHIONED BODIES OF THE AUTHORITIES MIGHT BECOME FENCES FOR THE LIGHT. THEN THE LIGHT WILL CONDEMN [DAMN] THEM THROUGH THEIR FASHIONED BODIES. THE FIRST ADAM OF LIGHT IS SPIRITUAL AND APPEARED ON THE FIRST DAY. THE SECOND ADAM IS A PERSON WITH SOUL AND APPEARED ON THE SIXTH DAY, CALLED APHRODITE. THE THIRD ADAM IS EARTHLY, THAT IS, A MAN OF [SEXLESS] LAW, WHO APPEARED ON THE EIGHTH DAY, AFTER THE REST OF POVERTY, WHICH IS CALLED SUNDAY. NOW, THE PROGENY OF THE EARTHLY ADAM MULTIPLIED AND WAS COMPLETED AND PRODUCED WITHIN ITSELF ALL THE TECHNICAL SKILL OF THE ADAM WITH SOUL. BUT ALL WERE IN IGNORANCE. 
THE TREES OF PARADISE AND THE BEAST
NEXT, LET ME CONTINUE. WHEN THE RULERS SAW HIM AND THE WOMAN WHO WAS WITH HIM ERRING IN IGNORANCE LIKE BEASTS, THEY REJOICED GREATLY. WHEN THEY LEARNED THAT AN IMMORTAL HUMAN WAS NOT GOING TO PASS THEM BY, BUT THAT THEY WOULD EVEN HAVE TO FEAR THE WOMAN WHO HAD TURNED INTO A TREE, THEY WERE TROUBLED AND SAID, "IS THIS, PERHAPS, THE TRUE HUMAN, WHO BLINDED US AND TAUGHT US ABOUT THIS DEFILED WOMAN WHO IS LIKE HIM, THAT WE MIGHT BE CONQUERED?" THEN THE SEVEN TOOK COUNSEL. THEY CAME TO ADAM AND EVE TIMIDLY, AND THEY SAID TO HIM, "THE FRUIT OF EVERY TREE CREATED FOR YOU IN PARADISE MAY BE EATEN, BUT BEWARE, DON'T EAT FROM THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE. IF YOU DO EAT, YOU WILL DIE." AFTER THEY GAVE THEM A GREAT FRIGHT, THEY WITHDREW UP TO THEIR AUTHORITIES. THEN CAME THE ONE WHO IS WISER THAN ALL CREATURES, WHO WAS CALLED THE BEAST. WHEN HE SAW THE LIKENESS OF THEIR MOTHER, EVE, HE SAID TO HER, "WHAT IS IT THAT GOD SAID TO YOU? 'DON'T EAT FROM THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE'?" SHE SAID, "HE SAID NOT ONLY'DON'T EAT FROM IT' BUT ALSO 'DON'T TOUCH IT, LEST YOU DIE.'" HE SAID TO HER, "DON'T BE AFRAID! YOU CERTAINLY SHALL NOT DIE. FOR HE KNOWS THAT WHEN YOU EAT FROM IT YOUR MIND WILL BE SOBERED AND YOU WILL BECOME LIKE GODS, KNOWING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN EVIL AND GOOD PEOPLE. FOR HE SAID THIS TO YOU BECAUSE HE IS JEALOUS, SO THAT YOU WOULD NOT EAT FROM IT." NOW, EVE BELIEVED THE WORDS OF THE INSTRUCTOR. SHE LOOKED AT THE TREE AND SAW THAT IT WAS BEAUTIFUL AND APPEALING, AND SHE DESIRED IT. SHE TOOK SOME OF ITS FRUIT AND ATE, AND SHE GAVE TO HER HUSBAND ALSO, AND HE ATE TOO. THEN THEIR MINDS OPENED. FOR WHEN THEY ATE, THE LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE SHONE FOR THEM. WHEN THEY PUT ON SHAME, THEY KNEW THAT THEY WERE NAKED WITH REGARD TO KNOWLEDGE. WHEN THEY SOBERED UP, THEY SAW THAT THEY WERE NAKED, AND THEY BECAME ENAMORED OF ONE ANOTHER. WHEN THEY SAW THAT THEIR MAKERS HAD BEASTLY FORMS, THEY LOATHED THEM. THEY UNDERSTOOD A GREAT DEAL. 
HAVE YOU EATEN FROM THE TREE?
THEN WHEN THE RULERS KNEW THAT ADAM AND EVE HAD TRANSGRESSED THEIR COMMANDMENT, THEY ENTERED PARADISE AND CAME TO ADAM AND EVE IN AN EARTHQUAKE AND A GREAT THREAT, TO SEE THE RESULT OF THE HELP THAT WAS GIVEN. THEN ADAM AND EVE WERE VERY MUCH DISTURBED AND HID UNDER THE TREES IN PARADISE. THE RULERS DID NOT KNOW WHERE THEY WERE AND SAID, "ADAM, WHERE ARE YOU?" HE SAID, "I AM HERE. BUT BECAUSE OF FEAR OF YOU I HID AFTER I BECAME ASHAMED." BUT THEY SAID TO HIM, IN IGNORANCE, "WHO IS THE ONE WHO SPOKE TO YOU OF THE SHAME THAT YOU PUT ON—UNLESS YOU ATE FROM THE TREE?" HE SAID, "THE WOMAN WHOM YOU GAVE ME, SHE IS THE ONE WHO GAVE TO ME, AND I ATE." THEN THEY SAID TO THAT WOMAN, "WHAT IS THIS YOU HAVE DONE?" SHE ANSWERED AND SAID, "THE INSTRUCTOR IS THE ONE WHO [SEXUALLY] INCITED ME, AND I ATE." THEN THE RULERS CAME TO THE INSTRUCTOR. THEIR EYES WERE BLINDED BY HIM SO THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO DO ANYTHING TO HIM. THEY MERELY CURSED HIM, SINCE THEY WERE POWERLESS. AFTERWARD THEY CAME TO THE WOMAN, AND THEY CURSED HER AND HER OFFSPRING. AFTER THE WOMAN THEY CURSED ADAM AND THE EARTH AND THE FRUIT BECAUSE OF HIM. AND EVERYTHING THAT THEY CREATED THEY CURSED. THERE IS NO BLESSING FROM THEM. GOOD CANNOT COME FROM EVIL. SINCE THAT DAY THE AUTHORITIES KNEW THAT TRULY THERE WAS SOMETHING STRONGER THAN THEY. THEY WOULD NOT HAVE KNOWN EXCEPT THAT THEIR COMMANDMENT WAS BROKEN. THEY BROUGHT A GREAT ENVY INTO THE WORLD ONLY BECAUSE OF THE IMMORTAL HUMAN. NOW, WHEN THE RULERS SAW THAT THEIR ADAM HAD ACQUIRED A DIFFERENT KNOWLEDGE, THEY WANTED TO TEST HIM. THEY GATHERED ALL THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS AND WILD BEASTS OF THE EARTH AND THE BIRDS OF THE HEAVEN, AND BROUGHT THEM TO ADAM TO SEE WHAT HE WOULD CALL THEM. WHEN HE SAW THEM, HE GAVE NAMES TO THEIR CREATURES. THEY WERE TROUBLED BECAUSE ADAM HAD SOBERED UP FROM ALL IGNORANCE. THEY GATHERED TOGETHER AND TOOK COUNSEL AND SAID, "LOOK, ADAM HAS BECOME LIKE ONE OF US, SO THAT HE UNDERSTANDS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LIGHT AND DARKNESS. NOW PERHAPS HE WILL BE [SEXUALLY] DECEIVED AS WITH THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE AND WILL COME TO THE TREE OF LIFE AND EAT FROM IT AND BECOME IMMORTAL AND RULE AND CONDEMN [DAMN] US AND REGARD US AND ALL OUR GLORY AS [SEXUAL] FOLLY. AND THEN HE WILL PASS JUDGMENT ON US AND THE WORLD. COME, LET'S CAST HIM OUT OF PARADISE DOWN TO THE EARTH, THE PLACE FROM WHERE HE WAS TAKEN, SO THAT HE WILL NO LONGER BE ABLE TO KNOW ANYTHING BETTER THAN WE CAN." AND SO, THEY CAST ADAM AND HIS WIFE OUT OF PARADISE. AND WHAT THEY HAD DONE DID NOT SATISFY THEM. RATHER, THEY WERE STILL AFRAID. THEY CAME TO THE TREE OF LIFE AND THEY SET GREAT TERRORS AROUND IT, FIERY LIVING BEINGS CALLED CHERUBIM; AND THEY LEFT A FLAMING SWORD IN THE MIDST, TURNING CONTINUALLY WITH A GREAT TERROR, SO THAT NO ONE FROM AMONG EARTHLY BEINGS MIGHT EVER ENTER THAT PLACE. AFTER THESE THINGS, WHEN THE RULERS HAD BECOME JEALOUS OF ADAM, THEY WANTED TO DIMINISH THE HUMAN LIFETIMES, BUT THEY WERE UNABLE BECAUSE OF FATE, WHICH WAS ESTABLISHED SINCE THE BEGINNING. FOR THEIR LIFETIMES WERE DETERMINED: FOR EACH OF THE PEOPLE ONE THOUSAND YEARS ACCORDING TO THE CIRCUIT OF THE LUMINARIES. BUT ALTHOUGH THE RULERS WERE NOT ABLE TO DO THIS, EACH OF THE EVILDOERS TOOK AWAY TEN YEARS. SO, ALL OF THE REMAINING TIME AMOUNTS TO NINE HUNDRED THIRTY YEARS, AND THESE ARE SPENT IN GRIEF AND WEAKNESS AND IN EVIL DISTRACTIONS. THUS, LIFE HAS GONE, FROM THAT DAY UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE.
PHOENIXES, WATER ANIMALS, BULLS OF EGYPT
THEN WHEN SOPHIA ZOE SAW THAT THE RULERS OF DARKNESS CURSED HER COMPANIONS, SHE WAS ANGRY. AND WHEN SHE CAME OUT OF THE FIRST HEAVEN WITH EVERY POWER, SHE CHASED THE RULERS FROM THEIR HEAVENS, AND SHE CAST THEM DOWN TO THE SINFUL WORLD, THAT THEY MIGHT DWELL THERE AS EVIL DEMONS UPON THE EARTH. SHE SENT THE BIRD THAT WAS IN PARADISE SO THAT, UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE, IT MIGHT SPEND THE THOUSAND YEARS IN THE RULERS' WORLD: A VITAL LIVING BEING WITH SOUL, CALLED THE PHOENIX, WHICH KILLS ITSELF AND REANIMATES ITSELF FOR A WITNESS TO THEIR JUDGMENT, BECAUSE THEY DEALT UNJUSTLY WITH ADAM AND HIS RACE. THERE ARE THREE HUMAN BEINGS AND THEIR DESCENDANTS IN THE WORLD UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE: THE SPIRITUAL AND THE PSYCHICAL AND THE EARTHLY. THIS IS LIKE THE THREE KINDS OF PHOENIXES OF PARADISE: THE FIRST IS IMMORTAL; THE SECOND ATTAINS ONE THOUSAND YEARS; AS FOR THE THIRD, IT IS WRITTEN IN THE HOLY BOOK THAT IT IS CONSUMED. LIKEWISE, THREE BAPTISMS EXIST: THE FIRST IS SPIRITUAL, THE SECOND IS BY FIRE, THE THIRD IS BY WATER. JUST AS THE PHOENIX APPEARS AS A WITNESS FOR THE ANGELS, SO TOO THE WATER SERPENTS IN EGYPT HAVE BECOME A WITNESS TO THOSE WHO GO DOWN FOR THE BAPTISM OF A TRUE PERSON. THE TWO BULLS IN EGYPT, INSOFAR AS THEY INDICATE THE SUN AND THE MOON AS A MYSTERY, EXIST FOR A WITNESS TO SABAOTH, THAT SOPHIA OF THE WORLD HAS BEEN EXALTED ABOVE THE SUN AND THE MOON, FROM THE DAY WHEN SHE CREATED THEM AND SEALED HER HEAVEN UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE. AND THE WORM THAT IS BROUGHT FORTH FROM THE PHOENIX IS ALSO A HUMAN BEING. IT IS WRITTEN OF IT, "THE JUST WILL SPROUT LIKE THE PHOENIX." THE PHOENIX FIRST APPEARS ALIVE, AND DIES, AND RISES AGAIN, AS A SIGN OF WHAT APPEARS AT THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE. THESE GREAT SIGNS APPEARED ONLY IN EGYPT, NOT IN OTHER LANDS, SIGNIFYING THAT IT IS LIKE THE PARADISE OF GOD. 
ERROR AND IGNORANCE ENTER HUMAN HISTORY
LET US COME BACK TO THE RULERS OF WHOM WE SPOKE, THAT WE MIGHT PRESENT AN EXPLANATION OF THEM. FOR WHEN THE SEVEN RULERS WERE CAST FROM THEIR HEAVENS DOWN UPON THE EARTH, THEY CREATED FOR THEMSELVES ANGELS, MANY DEMONIC ANGELS, TO SERVE THEM. BUT THESE DEMONS TAUGHT HUMANKIND MANY [SEXUAL] ERRORS WITH [FORBIDDEN] MAGIC AND POTIONS AND [SEXUAL] IDOLATRY, AND SHEDDING OF BLOOD, AND ALTARS, AND TEMPLES, AND SACRIFICES, AND LIBATIONS TO ALL THE DEMONS OF THE EARTH, HAVING AS THEIR CO-WORKER FATE, WHO CAME INTO BEING ACCORDING TO THE AGREEMENT BY THE GODS OF INJUSTICE AND JUSTICE. AND THUS, WHEN THE WORLD CAME INTO BEING, IT WANDERED ASTRAY IN DISTRACTION THROUGHOUT ALL TIME. FOR ALL THE PEOPLE WHO ARE ON THE EARTH SERVED THE DEMONS FROM THE CREATION UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE—BOTH THE ANGELS OF JUSTICE AND THE PEOPLE OF INJUSTICE. THUS, THE WORLD CAME TO BE IN DISTRACTION AND IGNORANCE AND STUPOR. THEY ALL ERRED, UNTIL THE APPEARANCE OF THE TRUE HUMAN. ENOUGH FOR YOU TO THIS POINT. NEXT, WE SHALL CONSIDER OUR WORLD SO THAT WE MIGHT COMPLETE THE DISCUSSION OF ITS STRUCTURE AND ITS GOVERNMENT IN A PRECISE MANNER. THEN IT WILL BE CLEAR HOW BELIEF IN HIDDEN THINGS, WHICH HAVE BEEN APPARENT FROM THE FOUNDATION TO THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE, CAME ABOUT. 
THE BLESSED INNOCENT SPIRITS
NOW I COME TO THE MAIN POINTS ABOUT IMMORTAL HUMANKIND. I SHALL EXPLAIN WHY THE BEINGS BELONGING TO THE IMMORTAL HUMAN ARE HERE. WHEN A MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE CAME INTO BEING THROUGH ADAM, WHO WAS FASHIONED, AND FROM MATTER, AND WHEN THE WORLD WAS FILLED, THE RULERS REIGNED OVER IT, THAT IS TO SAY, THEY HELD IT IN IGNORANCE. WHAT IS THE CAUSE? IT IS THIS. SINCE THE IMMORTAL FATHER [STEPHEN] KNOWS THAT DEFICIENCY OF TRUTH CAME INTO BEING AMONG THE ETERNAL REALMS AND THEIR WORLDS, WHEN HE WANTED TO BRING TO NAUGHT THE RULERS OF DESTRUCTION BY MEANS OF THEIR FASHIONED CREATURES, HE SENT YOUR LIKENESSES, NAMELY, THE BLESSED LITTLE GUILELESS SPIRITS, DOWN TO THE WORLD OF DESTRUCTION. THEY ARE NOT STRANGERS, TO KNOWLEDGE. FOR ALL KNOWLEDGE IS IN AN ANGEL WHO APPEARS BEFORE THEM, WHO STANDS IN FRONT OF THE FATHER AND IS NOT POWERLESS TO GIVE THEM KNOWLEDGE. IMMEDIATELY, WHENEVER THEY APPEAR IN THE WORLD OF DESTRUCTION, THEY WILL FIRST REVEAL THE PATTERN OF INCORRUPTIBILITY FOR CONDEMNATION OF THE RULERS AND THEIR POWERS. MOREOVER, WHEN THE BLESSED ONES APPEARED IN THE FASHIONED BODIES OF THE AUTHORITIES, THEY WERE ENVIED. AND BECAUSE OF ENVY, THE AUTHORITIES MIXED THEIR SEED WITH THEM TO [SEXUALLY] DEFILE THEM, BUT THEY WERE NOT ABLE. MOREOVER, WHEN THE BLESSED ONES APPEARED IN THEIR LIGHT, THEY APPEARED DISTINCTIVELY. AND EACH ONE OF THEM FROM THEIR LAND REVEALED THEIR KNOWLEDGE TO THE ASSEMBLY THAT APPEARED IN THE FASHIONED BODIES OF DESTRUCTION. THE ASSEMBLY WAS FOUND TO HAVE EVERY SEED BECAUSE OF THE SEED OF THE AUTHORITIES THAT WAS MIXED WITH IT. THEN THE SAVIOR MADE ALL OF THEM ONE. AND THE SPIRITS OF THESE APPEARED, BEING SUPERIOR AND BLESSED BUT VARYING IN ELECTION, AND MANY OTHERS ARE KINGLESS AND SUPERIOR TO EVERYONE WHO WAS BEFORE THEM. CONSEQUENTLY, FOUR RACES EXIST. THERE ARE THREE THAT BELONG TO THE KINGS OF THE EIGHTH HEAVEN. BUT THE FOURTH RACE IS KINGLESS AND PERFECT, ABOVE THEM ALL. FOR THESE WILL ENTER INTO THE HOLY PLACE OF THEIR FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THEY WILL RESIDE IN REST, AND ETERNAL, INEFFABLE GLORY, AND CEASELESS JOY. THEY ARE ALREADY KINGS, IMMORTAL WITHIN THE MORTAL REALM. THEY WILL PASS JUDGMENT ON THE GODS OF CHAOS AND THEIR POWERS. 
JESUS THE LOGOS
NOW, THE WORD, WHO IS MORE EXALTED THAN ANYONE, WAS SENT FOR THIS WORK ONLY, TO ANNOUNCE WHAT IS UNKNOWN. HE SAID, "THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN THAT WILL NOT APPEAR, AND WHAT WAS UNKNOWN WILL BE KNOWN." NOW THESE WERE SENT SO THEY MIGHT REVEAL WHAT IS HIDDEN AND EXPOSE THE SEVEN AUTHORITIES OF CHAOS AND THEIR IMPIETY. AND THEY WERE CONDEMNED [DAMNED] TO BE KILLED. SO, WHEN ALL THE PERFECT ONES APPEARED IN THE FASHIONED BODIES OF THE RULERS AND REVEALED 
INCOMPARABLE TRUTH, THEY PUT TO SHAME EVERY WISDOM OF THE GODS, AND THEIR FATE WAS DISCOVERED TO BE CONDEMNABLE [DAMNABLE], THEIR POWER DRIED UP, THEIR DOMINION WAS DESTROYED, AND THEIR FORETHOUGHT AND THEIR GLORY BECAME EMPTY. 
THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE AND THE APOCALYPSE
BEFORE THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE, THE WHOLE PLACE WILL BE SHAKEN BY GREAT THUNDER. THEN THE RULERS WILL LAMENT, CRYING OUT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR DEATH. THE ANGELS WILL MOURN FOR THEIR HUMAN BEINGS, AND THE DEMONS WILL WEEP FOR THEIR TIMES AND SEASONS, AND THEIR PEOPLE WILL MOURN AND CRY OUT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR DEATH. THEN THE AGE WILL BEGIN, AND THEY WILL BE DISTURBED. THEIR KINGS WILL BE DRUNK FROM THE FLAMING SWORD AND WILL MAKE WAR AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, SO THAT THE EARTH WILL BE DRUNK FROM THE BLOOD THAT IS POURED OUT. AND THE SEAS WILL BE TROUBLED BY THAT WAR. THEN THE SUN WILL DARKEN AND THE MOON WILL LOSE ITS LIGHT. THE STARS OF THE HEAVEN WILL DISREGARD THEIR COURSE, AND GREAT THUNDER WILL COME OUT OF GREAT POWER THAT IS ABOVE ALL THE POWERS OF CHAOS, THE PLACE WHERE THE FIRMAMENT OF THE WOMAN IS SITUATED. WHEN SHE HAS CREATED THE FIRST WORK, SHE WILL TAKE OFF HER WISE FLAME OF AFTERTHOUGHT AND WILL PUT ON IRRATIONAL WRATH. THEN SHE WILL DRIVE OUT THE GODS OF CHAOS, WHOM SHE HAD CREATED TOGETHER WITH THE CHIEF CREATOR. SHE WILL CAST THEM DOWN TO THE ABYSS. THEY WILL BE WIPED OUT BY THEIR OWN INJUSTICE. FOR THEY WILL BECOME LIKE THE MOUNTAINS THAT BLAZE OUT FIRE, AND THEY WILL CONSUME ONE ANOTHER UNTIL THEY ARE DESTROYED BY THEIR CHIEF CREATOR. WHEN HE DESTROYS THEM, HE WILL TURN AGAINST HIMSELF AND DESTROY HIMSELF UNTIL HE CEASES TO BE. AND THEIR HEAVENS WILL FALL UPON ONE ANOTHER AND THEIR POWERS WILL BURN. THEIR REALMS WILL ALSO BE OVERTHROWN. AND THE CHIEF CREATOR'S HEAVEN WILL FALL AND SPLIT IN TWO. LIKEWISE, HIS STARS IN THEIR SPHERE WILL FALL DOWN TO THE EARTH, AND THE EARTH WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SUPPORT THEM. THEY WILL FALL DOWN TO THE ABYSS, AND THE ABYSS WILL BE OVERTHROWN. 
THE LIGHT IS SAVED AND GNOSTICS RETURN HOME
THE LIGHT WILL COVER THE DARKNESS AND OBLITERATE IT. IT WILL BECOME LIKE SOMETHING THAT NEVER EXISTED. AND THE SOURCE OF THE DARKNESS WILL BE DISSOLVED. THE DEFICIENCY WILL BE PLUCKED OUT AT ITS ROOT AND THROWN DOWN TO THE DARKNESS. AND THE LIGHT WILL WITHDRAW UP TO ITS ROOT, AND THE GLORY OF THE UNCONCEIVED WILL APPEAR, AND IT WILL FILL ALL THE ETERNAL REALMS, WHEN THE PROPHETIC UTTERANCES AND THE WRITINGS OF THOSE WHO ARE RULERS ARE REVEALED AND ARE FULFILLED BY THOSE WHO ARE CALLED PERFECT. THOSE WHO WERE NOT PERFECTED IN THE UNCONCEIVED FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL RECEIVE THEIR GLORIES IN THEIR REALMS AND IN THE KINGDOMS OF IMMORTALS. BUT THEY WILL NOT EVER ENTER THE KINGLESS REALM. FOR IT IS NECESSARY THAT EVERYONE ENTER THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE HAS COME. EACH ONE BY HIS DEEDS AND HIS GNOSIS WILL REVEAL HIS DIVINE NATURE. 
THE REALITY OF THE RULERS
SAMAEL'S SIN
BECAUSE OF THE REALITY OF THE AUTHORITIES, INSPIRED BY THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH, THE GREAT MESSENGER REFERRING TO THE AUTHORITIES OF THE DARKNESS TOLD US THAT "OUR CONTEST IS NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD, RATHER, THE AUTHORITIES OF THE UNIVERSE AND THE SPIRITS OF WICKEDNESS." I HAVE SENT YOU THIS BECAUSE YOU INQUIRE ABOUT THE REALITY OF THE AUTHORITIES. THEIR CHIEF IS BLIND. BECAUSE OF HIS POWER AND HIS IGNORANCE AND HIS ARROGANCE HE SAID, WITH HIS POWER, "I AM GOD; THERE IS NO OTHER BUT ME." WHEN HE SAID THIS, HE SINNED AGAINST ALL. THIS SPEECH ROSE UP TO INCORRUPTIBILITY. THEN THERE WAS A VOICE THAT CAME FORTH FROM INCORRUPTIBILITY, SAYING, "YOU ARE WRONG, SAMAEL," THAT IS, GOD OF THE BLIND. HIS THOUGHTS BECAME BLIND. AND HAVING EXPELLED HIS POWER—THAT IS, THE BLASPHEMY HE HAD SPOKEN—HE PURSUED IT DOWN TO CHAOS AND THE ABYSS, HIS MOTHER, AT THE INSTIGATION OF PISTIS SOPHIA. SHE ESTABLISHED EACH OF HIS OFFSPRING IN CONFORMITY WITH ITS POWER, AFTER THE PATTERN OF THE REALMS THAT ARE ABOVE, FOR BY STARTING FROM THE INVISIBLE WORLD THE VISIBLE WORLD WAS INVENTED. AS INCORRUPTIBILITY LOOKED DOWN INTO THE REGION OF THE WATERS, HER IMAGE APPEARED IN THE WATERS, AND THE AUTHORITIES OF THE DARKNESS BECAME ENAMORED OF HER. BUT THEY COULD NOT LAY HOLD OF THAT IMAGE WHICH HAD APPEARED TO THEM IN THE WATERS, BECAUSE OF THEIR WEAKNESS, SINCE BEINGS THAT MERELY HAVE SOUL CANNOT LAY HOLD OF THOSE THAT HAVE SPIRIT. FOR THEY WERE FROM BELOW, WHILE IT WAS FROM ABOVE.
THE CREATION OF ADAM AND EVE
THIS IS THE REASON WHY INCORRUPTIBILITY LOOKED DOWN INTO THE REGION, SO THAT, BY THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] WILL, SHE MIGHT BRING ALL INTO UNION WITH THE LIGHT. THE RULERS LAID PLANS AND SAID, "COME, LET US CREATE A HUMAN THAT WILL BE SOIL FROM THE EARTH." THEY MODELED THEIR CREATURE AS ONE WHOLLY OF THE EARTH. THE RULERS HAVE BODIES THAT ARE BOTH FEMALE AND MALE, AND FACES THAT ARE THE FACES OF BEASTS. THEY TOOK SOME SOIL FROM THE EARTH AND MODELED THEIR MAN, AFTER THEIR BODY AND AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD THAT HAD APPEARED TO THEM IN THE WATERS. THEY SAID, "COME, LET US LAY HOLD OF IT BY MEANS OF THE FORM THAT WE HAVE MODELED, SO THAT IT MAY SEE ITS MALE PARTNER AND WE MAY SEIZE IT WITH THE FORM THAT WE HAVE MODELED," NOT UNDERSTANDING THE PARTNER OF GOD, BECAUSE OF THEIR POWERLESSNESS. AND HE BREATHED INTO HIS FACE, AND THE MAN CAME TO HAVE A SOUL AND REMAINED ON THE GROUND MANY DAYS. BUT THEY COULD NOT MAKE HIM RISE BECAUSE OF THEIR POWERLESSNESS. LIKE STORM WINDS THEY PERSISTED IN BLOWING, THAT THEY MIGHT TRY TO CAPTURE THAT IMAGE WHICH HAD APPEARED TO THEM IN THE WATERS. AND THEY DID NOT KNOW THE IDENTITY OF ITS POWER. NOW, ALL THESE EVENTS CAME TO PASS BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL. AFTERWARD THE SPIRIT SAW THE MAN OF SOUL ON THE GROUND. THE SPIRIT CAME FORTH FROM THE ADAMANTINE LAND. IT DESCENDED AND CAME TO DWELL IN HIM, AND THAT MAN BECAME A LIVING SOUL. AND THE SPIRIT CALLED HIS NAME ADAM, SINCE HE WAS FOUND MOVING UPON THE GROUND. A VOICE CAME FORTH FROM INCORRUPTIBILITY FOR THE ASSISTANCE OF ADAM. THE RULERS GATHERED TOGETHER ALL THE ANIMALS OF THE EARTH AND ALL THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN AND BROUGHT THEM IN TO ADAM TO SEE WHAT ADAM WOULD CALL THEM, THAT HE MIGHT GIVE A NAME TO EACH OF THE BIRDS AND ALL THE BEASTS. THE RULERS TOOK ADAM AND PUT HIM IN THE GARDEN, THAT HE MIGHT CULTIVATE IT AND KEEP WATCH OVER IT. THEY ISSUED A COMMAND TO HIM, SAYING, "FROM EVERY TREE IN THE GARDEN SHALL YOU EAT, BUT FROM THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL DON'T EAT, NOR TOUCH IT. FOR THE DAY YOU EAT FROM IT YOU WILL SURELY DIE." THEY SAID THIS TO HIM, BUT THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY SAID. RATHER, BY THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] WILL, THEY SAID THIS IN SUCH A WAY THAT HE MIGHT IN FACT EAT, AND THAT ADAM MIGHT NOT REGARD THEM AS WOULD A MAN OF AN EXCLUSIVELY MATERIAL NATURE. THE RULERS TOOK COUNSEL WITH ONE ANOTHER AND SAID, "COME, LET US CAUSE A DEEP SLEEP TO FALL ON ADAM." AND HE SLEPT. NOW, THE DEEP SLEEP THAT THEY CAUSED TO FALL ON HIM, AND HE SLEPT, IS IGNORANCE. THEY OPENED HIS SIDE, WHICH WAS LIKE A LIVING WOMAN. AND THEY BUILT UP HIS SIDE WITH SOME FLESH IN PLACE OF HER, AND ADAM CAME TO BE ONLY WITH SOUL. THE WOMAN OF SPIRIT CAME TO HIM AND SPOKE WITH HIM, SAYING, "RISE, ADAM." AND WHEN HE SAW HER, HE SAID, "IT IS YOU WHO HAVE GIVEN ME LIFE. YOU WILL BE CALLED 'MOTHER OF THE LIVING.' FOR SHE IS MY MOTHER. SHE IS THE PHYSICIAN, AND THE WOMAN, AND SHE HAS GIVEN BIRTH." 
ADAM AND EVE IN THE GARDEN
THE AUTHORITIES CAME UP TO THEIR ADAM. WHEN THEY SAW HIS FEMALE PARTNER SPEAKING WITH HIM, THEY BECAME VERY EXCITED AND ENAMORED OF HER. THEY SAID TO ONE ANOTHER, "COME, LET US SOW OUR SEED IN HER," AND THEY PURSUED HER. AND SHE LAUGHED AT THEM FOR THEIR FOOLISHNESS AND BLINDNESS. IN THEIR CLUTCHES SHE BECAME A TREE AND LEFT BEFORE THEM HER SHADOWY REFLECTION RESEMBLING HERSELF, AND THEY DEFILED IT FOULLY. AND THEY DEFILED THE SEAL OF HER VOICE, SO THAT BY THE FORM THEY HAD MODELED, TOGETHER WITH THEIR OWN IMAGE, THEY MADE THEMSELVES LIABLE TO CONDEMNATION. THEN THE FEMALE SPIRITUAL PRESENCE CAME IN THE FORM OF THE SNAKE, THE INSTRUCTOR, AND IT TAUGHT THEM, SAYING, "WHAT DID HE SAY TO YOU? WAS IT, 'FROM EVERY TREE IN THE GARDEN SHALL YOU EAT, BUT FROM THE TREE OF RECOGNIZING EVIL AND GOOD DO NOT EAT'?" THE WOMAN OF FLESH SAID, "NOT ONLY DID HE SAY 'DON'T EAT,' BUT EVEN 'DON'T TOUCH IT. FOR THE DAY YOU EAT FROM IT, YOU WILL SURELY DIE.'" THE SNAKE, THE INSTRUCTOR, SAID, "IT IS NOT THE CASE THAT YOU WILL SURELY DIE, FOR OUT OF JEALOUSY HE SAID THIS TO YOU. RATHER, YOUR EYES WILL OPEN AND YOU WILL BE LIKE GODS, RECOGNIZING EVIL AND GOOD." AND THE FEMALE INSTRUCTING POWER WAS TAKEN AWAY FROM THE SNAKE, AND SHE LEFT IT BEHIND, MERELY A THING OF THE EARTH. AND THE WOMAN OF FLESH TOOK FROM THE TREE AND ATE, AND SHE GAVE TO HER HUSBAND AS WELL AS HERSELF, AND THOSE BEINGS, WHO POSSESSED ONLY A SOUL, ATE. AND THEIR IMPERFECTION BECAME APPARENT IN THEIR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE. THEY RECOGNIZED THAT THEY WERE NAKED OF THE SPIRITUAL, AND THEY TOOK FIG LEAVES AND BOUND THEM AROUND THEMSELVES. THEN THE CHIEF RULER CAME, AND HE SAID, "ADAM, WHERE ARE YOU?"—FOR HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT HAD HAPPENED. ADAM SAID, "I HEARD YOUR VOICE AND WAS AFRAID BECAUSE I WAS NAKED, AND I HID." THE RULER SAID, "WHY DID YOU HIDE, UNLESS IT IS BECAUSE YOU HAVE EATEN FROM THE TREE FROM WHICH ALONE, I COMMANDED YOU NOT TO EAT? YOU HAVE EATEN!" ADAM SAID, "THE WOMAN YOU GAVE ME GAVE ME FRUIT AND I ATE." AND THE ARROGANT RULER CURSED THE WOMAN. THE WOMAN SAID, "THE SNAKE LED ME ASTRAY AND I ATE." THEY TURNED TO THE SNAKE AND CURSED ITS SHADOWY REFLECTION, SO IT WAS POWERLESS, AND THEY DID NOT COMPREHEND THAT IT WAS A FORM THEY THEMSELVES HAD MODELED. FROM THAT DAY, THE SNAKE CAME TO BE UNDER THE CURSE OF THE AUTHORITIES. UNTIL THE PERFECT HUMAN WAS TO COME, THAT CURSE FELL ON THE SNAKE. THEY TURNED TO THEIR ADAM AND TOOK HIM AND EXPELLED HIM FROM THE GARDEN ALONG WITH HIS WIFE, FOR THEY HAVE NO BLESSING, SINCE THEY TOO ARE UNDER THE CURSE. MOREOVER, THEY THREW HUMAN BEINGS INTO GREAT DISTRACTION AND INTO A LIFE OF TOIL, SO THAT THEIR HUMAN BEINGS MIGHT BE OCCUPIED BY WORLDLY AFFAIRS AND MIGHT NOT HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF BEING DEVOTED TO THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
EVE BEARS CHILDREN
NOW, AFTERWARD SHE BORE CAIN, THEIR SON, AND CAIN CULTIVATED THE LAND. THEREUPON HE KNEW HIS WIFE. AGAIN, BECOMING PREGNANT, SHE BORE ABEL, AND ABEL WAS A HERDSMAN OF SHEEP. CAIN BROUGHT IN FROM THE CROPS OF HIS FIELD, BUT ABEL BROUGHT IN AN OFFERING FROM AMONG HIS LAMBS. GOD LOOKED UPON THE VOTIVE OFFERINGS OF ABEL, BUT HE DID NOT ACCEPT THE VOTIVE OFFERINGS OF CAIN. AND FLESHLY CAIN PURSUED ABEL HIS BROTHER. GOD SAID TO CAIN, "WHERE IS ABEL YOUR BROTHER?" HE ANSWERED, SAYING, "AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER?" GOD SAID TO CAIN, "LISTEN! THE VOICE OF YOUR BROTHER'S BLOOD IS CRYING UP TO ME. YOU HAVE SINNED WITH YOUR MOUTH. IT WILL RETURN TO YOU: ANYONE WHO KILLS CAIN WILL LET LOOSE SEVEN VENGEANCES, AND YOU WILL EXIST GROANING AND TREMBLING UPON THE EARTH." AND ADAM KNEW HIS PARTNER EVE, AND SHE BECAME PREGNANT AND BORE SETH TO ADAM. AND SHE SAID, "I HAVE BORNE ANOTHER MAN THROUGH GOD, IN PLACE OF ABEL." AGAIN, EVE BECAME PREGNANT, AND SHE BORE NOREA. AND SHE SAID, "HE HAS PRODUCED FOR ME A VIRGIN AS AN ASSISTANCE FOR MANY GENERATIONS OF HUMAN BEINGS." SHE IS THE VIRGIN WHOM THE FORCES DID NOT DEFILE. THEN HUMANKIND BEGAN TO MULTIPLY AND IMPROVE. 
THE UNIVERSAL FLOOD
THE RULERS TOOK COUNSEL WITH ONE ANOTHER AND SAID, "COME, LET US CAUSE A FLOOD WITH OUR HANDS AND OBLITERATE ALL FLESH, FROM MAN TO BEAST." BUT WHEN THE RULER OF THE FORCES CAME TO KNOW OF THEIR DECISION, HE SAID TO NOAH, "MAKE YOURSELF AN ARK FROM WOOD THAT DOES NOT ROT AND HIDE IN IT, YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN AND THE BEASTS AND THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN FROM SMALL TO LARGE—AND SET IT UPON MOUNT SIR." THEN NOREA CAME TO HIM, WANTING TO BOARD THE ARK. WHEN HE WOULD NOT LET HER, SHE BLEW UPON THE ARK AND CAUSED IT TO BE CONSUMED BY FIRE. AGAIN, HE MADE THE ARK, FOR A SECOND TIME. 
NOREA BATTLES THE RULERS
THE RULERS WENT TO MEET HER, INTENDING TO LEAD HER ASTRAY. THEIR SUPREME CHIEF SAID TO HER, "YOUR MOTHER EVE CAME TO US." BUT NOREA TURNED TO THEM AND SAID TO THEM, "IT IS YOU WHO ARE THE RULERS OF THE DARKNESS; YOU ARE ACCURSED. YOU DID NOT KNOW MY MOTHER. INSTEAD IT WAS YOUR OWN FEMALE THAT YOU KNEW. FOR I AM NOT YOUR DESCENDANT. RATHER, IT IS FROM THE WORLD ABOVE THAT I AM COME." THE ARROGANT RULER TURNED WITH ALL HIS MIGHT, AND HIS COUNTENANCE WAS LIKE A BLAZING FIRE. HE SAID TO HER PRESUMPTUOUSLY, "YOU MUST SERVICE US, AS DID ALSO YOUR MOTHER EVE... " BUT NOREA TURNED WITH POWER AND, IN A LOUD VOICE, SHE CRIED OUT UP TO THE HOLY ONE, THE GOD OF ALL, "RESCUE ME FROM THE RULERS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AND SAVE ME FROM THEIR CLUTCHES—AT ONCE!" THE GREAT ANGEL CAME DOWN FROM THE HEAVENS AND SAID TO HER, "WHY ARE YOU CRYING UP TO GOD? WHY DO YOU ACT SO BOLDLY TOWARD THE HOLY SPIRIT?" NOREA SAID, "WHO ARE YOU?" THE RULERS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS HAD WITHDRAWN FROM HER. HE SAID, "I AM ELELETH, SAGACITY, THE GREAT ANGEL WHO STANDS IN THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. I HAVE BEEN SENT TO SPEAK WITH YOU AND SAVE YOU FROM THE GRASP OF THE LAWLESS. AND I SHALL TEACH YOU ABOUT YOUR ROOT."
THE REVELATION OF ELELETH
NOW, AS FOR THAT ANGEL, I CANNOT SPEAK OF HIS POWER. HIS APPEARANCE IS LIKE FINE GOLD AND HIS RAIMENT IS LIKE SNOW. NO, TRULY, MY MOUTH CANNOT BEAR TO SPEAK OF HIS POWER AND THE APPEARANCE OF HIS FACE. ELELETH, THE GREAT ANGEL, SPOKE TO ME. "IT IS I," HE SAID, "WHO AM UNDERSTANDING. I AM ONE OF THE FOUR LUMINARIES WHO STAND IN THE PRESENCE OF THE GREAT INVISIBLE SPIRIT. DO YOU THINK THESE RULERS HAVE ANY POWER OVER YOU? NONE OF THEM CAN PREVAIL AGAINST THE ROOT OF TRUTH, FOR ON ITS ACCOUNT HE HAS APPEARED IN THE FINAL AGES, AND THESE AUTHORITIES WILL BE RESTRAINED. AND THESE AUTHORITIES CANNOT DEFILE YOU AND THAT RACE, FOR YOUR ABODE IS IN INCORRUPTIBILITY, WHERE THE VIRGIN SPIRIT LIVES, WHO IS SUPERIOR TO THE AUTHORITIES OF CHAOS AND TO THEIR UNIVERSE." BUT I SAID, "SIR, TEACH ME ABOUT THESE AUTHORITIES. HOW DID THEY COME INTO BEING? BY WHAT GENESIS, AND OUT OF WHAT MATERIAL, AND WHO CREATED THEM AND THEIR POWER?" THE GREAT ANGEL ELELETH, UNDERSTANDING, SPOKE TO ME: "INCORRUPTIBILITY INHABITS LIMITLESS REALMS. SOPHIA, WHO IS CALLED PISTIS, WANTED TO CREATE SOMETHING, ALONE, WITHOUT HER PARTNER, AND WHAT SHE CREATED WAS CELESTIAL. "A VEIL EXISTS BETWEEN THE WORLD ABOVE AND THE REALMS BELOW, AND SHADOW CAME INTO BEING BENEATH THE VEIL. THAT SHADOW BECAME MATTER, AND THAT SHADOW WAS PROJECTED APART. AND WHAT SHE HAD CREATED CAME TO BE IN MATTER, LIKE AN ABORTED FETUS. IT ASSUMED A SHAPE MOLDED OUT OF SHADOW, AND BECAME AN ARROGANT BEAST RESEMBLING A LION. IT WAS ANDROGYNOUS, AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, BECAUSE IT DERIVED FROM MATTER. "OPENING HIS EYES, HE SAW A VAST QUANTITY OF ENDLESS MATTER, AND HE TURNED ARROGANT, SAYING, 'I AM GOD, AND THERE IS NO ONE BUT ME.' "WHEN HE SAID THIS, HE SINNED AGAINST ALL. AND A VOICE CAME FROM ABOVE THE REALM OF ABSOLUTE POWER, SAYING, 'YOU ARE WRONG, SAMAEL,' THAT IS, GOD OF THE BLIND. "AND HE SAID, 'IF ANY OTHER THING EXISTS BEFORE ME, LET IT BECOME VISIBLE TO ME!' IMMEDIATELY SOPHIA POINTED HER FINGER AND INTRODUCED LIGHT INTO MATTER, AND SHE PURSUED IT DOWN TO THE REGION OF CHAOS. AND SHE RETURNED UP TO HER LIGHT. ONCE AGAIN DARKNESS RETURNED TO MATTER. "THIS RULER, BY BEING ANDROGYNOUS, MADE HIMSELF A VAST REALM, AN ENDLESS PRECINCT. AND HE CONTEMPLATED CREATING OFFSPRING FOR HIMSELF, AND CREATED SEVEN OFFSPRING, ANDROGYNOUS LIKE THEIR PARENT. "AND HE SAID TO HIS OFFSPRING, 'I AM THE GOD OF ALL.' "ZOE THE DAUGHTER OF PISTIS SOPHIA SHOUTED, SAYING TO HIM, 'YOU ARE WRONG, SAKLA' (FOR WHICH THE ALTERNATE NAME IS YALDABAOTH). SHE BREATHED INTO HIS FACE, AND HER BREATH BECAME A FIERY ANGEL FOR HER; AND THAT ANGEL BOUND YALDABAOTH AND CAST HIM DOWN INTO TARTAROS, AT THE BOTTOM OF THE ABYSS. "NOW, WHEN HIS OFFSPRING SABAOTH SAW THE STRENGTH OF THAT ANGEL, HE REPENTED AND CONDEMNED HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER MATTER/"HE LOATHED HER, BUT HE SANG SONGS OF PRAISE UP TO SOPHIA AND HER DAUGHTER ZOE. AND SOPHIA AND ZOE FOUND HIM AND PUT HIM IN CHARGE OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, BELOW THE VEIL BETWEEN ABOVE AND BELOW. AND HE IS CALLED 'GOD OF THE FORCES, SABAOTH,' SINCE HE IS UP ABOVE THE FORCES OF CHAOS, FOR SOPHIA PLACED HIM THERE. "NOW, WHEN THESE EVENTS HAD COME TO PASS, HE MADE HIMSELF A HUGE FOUR-FACED CHARIOT OF CHERUBIM AND HARPS AND LYRES AND AN INFINITY OF ANGELS TO ACT AS MINISTERS. "SOPHIA TOOK HER DAUGHTER ZOE AND HAD HER SIT AT HIS RIGHT TO TEACH HIM ABOUT THE THINGS THAT EXIST IN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN, AND THE ANGEL OF WRATH SHE PLACED AT HIS LEFT. SINCE THAT DAY, HIS RIGHT HAS BEEN CALLED LIFE, AND THE LEFT HAS SIGNIFIED THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE REALM OF ABSOLUTE POWER ABOVE. IT WAS BEFORE YOUR TIME THAT THEY CAME INTO BEING. "NOW, WHEN YALDABAOTH SAW HIM IN THIS GREAT SPLENDOR AND AT THIS HEIGHT, HE ENVIED HIM, AND THE ENVY BECAME SOMETHING ANDROGYNOUS, AND THIS WAS THE ORIGIN OF ENVY. AND ENVY ENGENDERED DEATH, AND DEATH ENGENDERED HIS OFFSPRING AND GAVE EACH OF THEM CHARGE OF ITS HEAVEN. ALL THE HEAVENS OF CHAOS BECAME FULL OF THEIR MULTITUDES. "BUT IT WAS BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL THAT THEY ALL CAME INTO BEING, AFTER THE PATTERN OF ALL THE THINGS ABOVE, SO THAT THE SUM OF CHAOS MIGHT BE ATTAINED. "THERE, I HAVE TAUGHT YOU ABOUT THE PATTERN OF THE RULERS AND THE MATTER IN WHICH IT WAS MADE VISIBLE, ALONG WITH THEIR PARENT AND THEIR UNIVERSE." 
EPILOGUE
BUT I SAID, "SIR, AM I ALSO FROM THEIR MATTER?" "YOU, TOGETHER WITH YOUR OFFSPRING, ARE FROM THE PRIMEVAL FATHER [STEPHEN]. THEIR SOULS COME FROM ABOVE, OUT OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE LIGHT. THEREFORE, THE AUTHORITIES CANNOT APPROACH THEM, SINCE THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH RESIDES IN THEM, AND ALL WHO HAVE KNOWN THIS WAY EXIST DEATHLESS IN THE MIDST OF DYING PEOPLE. STILL, THE OFFSPRING WILL NOT BECOME KNOWN NOW. INSTEAD, AFTER THREE GENERATIONS IT WILL COME TO BE KNOWN AND FREE THEM FROM THE BONDAGE OF THE AUTHORITIES' ERROR." THEN I SAID, "SIR, HOW MUCH LONGER?" HE SAID TO ME, "UNTIL THE MOMENT WHEN THE TRUE HUMAN, WITHIN A MODELED FORM, REVEALS THE EXISTENCE OF THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS SENT. "THEN HE WILL TEACH THEM ABOUT EVERYTHING. AND HE WILL ANOINT THEM WITH THE UNCTION OF LIFE ETERNAL, GIVEN HIM FROM THE GENERATION WITHOUT A KING. "THEN THEY WILL BE FREE OF BLIND THOUGHT. AND THEY WILL TRAMPLE ON DEATH, WHICH COMES FROM THE AUTHORITIES. AND THEY WILL ASCEND INTO THE LIMITLESS LIGHT WHERE THIS OFFSPRING BELONGS. "THEN THE AUTHORITIES WILL RELINQUISH THEIR AGES. AND THEIR ANGELS WILL WEEP OVER THEIR DESTRUCTION, AND THEIR DEMONS WILL LAMENT THEIR DEATH. "THEN ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT WILL TRULY KNOW THE TRUTH AND THEIR ROOT AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]. THEY WILL ALL SAY WITH A SINGLE VOICE, 'THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] TRUTH IS JUST, AND THE CHILD PRESIDES OVER ALL.' AND FROM EVERYONE, TILL THE AGES OF AGES, 'HOLY, HOLY, HOLY! AMEN!'"
THE APOCALAPSE OF ADAM
THE FALL OF ADAM AND EVE
THE REVELATION THAT ADAM TAUGHT HIS SON SETH IN THE SEVEN HUNDREDTH YEAR, SAYING, LISTEN TO MY WORDS, MY SON SETH. WHEN GOD CREATED ME OUT OF THE EARTH ALONG WITH YOUR MOTHER EVE, I WENT ABOUT WITH HER IN A GLORY THAT SHE SAW IN THE ETERNAL REALM FROM WHICH WE CAME. SHE TAUGHT ME KNOWLEDGE OF THE ETERNAL GOD. AND WE RESEMBLED THE GREAT ETERNAL ANGELS, FOR WE WERE HIGHER THAN THE GOD WHO CREATED US AND THE POWERS WITH HIM, WHOM WE DID NOT KNOW. GOD, THE RULER OF THE REALMS AND THE POWERS, DIVIDED US IN WRATH, AND THEN WE BECAME TWO BEINGS. AND THE GLORY IN OUR HEARTS LEFT US, ME AND YOUR MOTHER EVE, ALONG WITH THE FIRST KNOWLEDGE THAT BREATHED IN US. AND GLORY FLED FROM US AND ENTERED ANOTHER GREAT REALM. YOUR MOTHER EVE AND I DIDN'T COME FROM THIS REALM. BUT KNOWLEDGE ENTERED INTO THE SEED OF GREAT ETERNAL BEINGS. FOR THIS REASON, I MYSELF HAVE CALLED YOU BY THE NAME OF THAT PERSON WHO IS THE SEED, OF THE GREAT GENERATION OR ITS PREDECESSOR. AFTER THOSE DAYS THE ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOD OF TRUTH WITHDREW FROM ME AND YOUR MOTHER EVE. THEN WE LEARNED ABOUT THE INANIMATE AS WE DID ABOUT HUMAN BEINGS. WE RECOGNIZED THE GOD WHO CREATED US. WE WERE NOT STRANGERS TO HIS POWERS. AND WE SERVED HIM IN FEAR AND SLAVERY. AFTER THESE EVENTS OUR HEARTS DARKENED, AND I SLEPT IN MY HEART'S DARKENED THOUGHT. 
ADAM AND EVE ARE AWAKENED
AND I SAW THREE PERSONS BEFORE ME WHOSE LIKENESS I WAS UNABLE TO RECOGNIZE. THEY WERE NOT FROM THE POWERS OF THE GOD WHO CREATED US. THEY SURPASSED GLORY, SAYING TO ME, "RISE, ADAM, FROM THE SLEEP OF DEATH, AND HEAR ABOUT THE ETERNAL BEING AND THE SEED OF THAT PERSON TO WHOM LIFE HAS COME, WHO CAME FROM YOU AND FROM EVE, YOUR WIFE." WHEN I HEARD THESE WORDS FROM THE GREAT PERSONS STANDING BEFORE ME, EVE AND I SIGHED IN OUR HEARTS. AND THE LORD, THE GOD WHO CREATED US, STOOD BEFORE US. HE SAID, "ADAM, WHY WERE YOU BOTH SIGHING IN YOUR HEARTS? DON'T YOU KNOW THAT I AM THE GOD WHO CREATED YOU? I BREATHED INTO YOU A SPIRIT OF LIFE AS A LIVING SOUL." DARKNESS CAME OVER OUR EYES. THEN THE GOD WHO CREATED US CREATED A SON FROM HIMSELF AND EVE, YOUR MOTHER KNEW A SWEET DESIRE FOR YOUR MOTHER. AND THE VIGOR OF OUR ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE WAS DESTROYED IN US, AND WEAKNESS PURSUED US. THE DAYS OF OUR LIFE, WERE FEW. I KNEW THAT I HAD COME UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF DEATH. NOW, MY SON SETH, I WILL REVEAL WHAT THOSE WHOM I SAW REVEALED TO ME. AFTER I WENT THROUGH THE PERIOD OF THIS GENERATION AND THE YEARS OF THE GENERATION WERE OVER... 
NOAH AND THE FLOOD
FOR RAIN SHOWERS OF GOD ALMIGHTY WILL POUR DOWN SO THAT HE CAN DESTROY ALL FLESH FROM THE EARTH, USING WHAT IS AROUND THEM, ALONG WITH PEOPLE FROM THE SEED OF THOSE WHO RECEIVED THE LIFE OF KNOWLEDGE. THAT LIFE OF KNOWLEDGE CAME FROM YOUR MOTHER EVE AND ME. THEY WERE STRANGERS TO HIM. AFTERWARD GREAT ANGELS COME ON HIGH CLOUDS, WHO TAKE THOSE PEOPLE WHERE THE SPIRIT OF LIFE LIVES THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF FLESH WILL BE LEFT BEHIND IN THE WATERS. GOD WILL REST FROM HIS WRATH. AND HE CASTS HIS POWER ON THE WATERS, AND GIVES POWER TO HIS SONS AND THEIR WIVES, BY MEANS OF THE ARK ALONG WITH THE ANIMALS, WHICHEVER HE PLEASED, AND THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN, WHICH HE CALLED AND RELEASED UPON THE EARTH. AND GOD SAYS TO NOAH, WHOM GENERATIONS CALL DEUCALION [NOAH], "LOOK, I HAVE PROTECTED YOU IN THE ARK ALONG WITH YOUR WIFE AND YOUR SONS AND THEIR WIVES AND THEIR ANIMALS AND THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN, WHICH YOU CALLED AND RELEASED UPON THE EARTH...SO, I GIVE THE EARTH TO YOU, TO YOU AND YOUR SONS. IN KINGLY FASHION YOU WILL RULE OVER IT, YOU AND YOUR SONS. AND YOU WILL HAVE NO SEED FROM THE PEOPLE WHO DO NOT STAND IN MY PRESENCE IN ANOTHER GLORY." SOME BECOME LIKE THE CLOUD OF GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE PEOPLE COME WHO ARE SENT OUT FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GREAT ETERNAL REALMS AND THE ANGELS. THEY STAND BEFORE NOAH AND THE REALMS. AND GOD SAYS TO NOAH, "WHY HAVE YOU STRAYED FROM WHAT I TOLD YOU? YOU HAVE CREATED ANOTHER GENERATION SO YOU CAN SCORN MY POWER." AND NOAH SAYS, "I TESTIFY BEFORE YOUR MIGHT THAT THE GENERATION OF THESE PEOPLE DIDN'T COME FROM ME OR MY SONS..." AND…THOSE PEOPLE ARE BROUGHT INTO THEIR PROPER LAND AND A HOLY DWELLING WILL BE BUILT FOR THEM. AND THEY ARE CALLED BY THAT NAME AND LIVE THERE SIX HUNDRED YEARS IN KNOWLEDGE OF INCORRUPTIBILITY. ANGELS OF THE GREAT LIGHT LIVE WITH THEM. NO FOUL DEED RESIDES IN THEIR HEARTS, BUT ONLY THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. THEN NOAH DIVIDES THE WHOLE EARTH AMONG HIS SONS, HAM AND JAPHETH AND SHEM. HE SAYS TO THEM, "MY SONS, HEAR ME. LOOK, I HAVE DIVIDED THE EARTH AMONG YOU. BUT SERVE HIM IN FEAR AND SLAVERY ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE. YOU CHILDREN MUST NOT GO AWAY FROM THE FACE OF GOD ALMIGHTY..."...THE SON OF NOAH SAYS, "YOU AND YOUR POWER WILL BE PLEASED WITH MY SEED. SEAL IT WITH YOUR STRONG HAND OF FEAR AND COMMAND, AND THEN THE WHOLE SEED THAT CAME FROM ME WILL NOT TURN FROM YOU AND GOD ALMIGHTY, BUT THEY WILL SERVE IN HUMILITY AND FEAR OF WHAT THEY KNOW." 
THE FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND
THEN OTHERS FROM THE SEED OF HAM AND JAPHETH COME, FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND, AND ENTER ANOTHER LAND AND STAY WITH THOSE PEOPLE WHO CAME FROM THE GREAT ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE. THE SHADOW OF THEIR POWER PROTECTS THOSE WITH THEM FROM EVERYTHING EVIL AND EVERY FILTHY DESIRE. THEN THE SEED OF HAM AND JAPHETH FORMS TWELVE KINGDOMS, AND THEIR OTHER SEED ENTERS INTO THE KINGDOM OF OTHER PEOPLE. …THEY TAKE COUNSEL…AEONS…THAT ARE DEAD…THE GREAT AEONS OF INCORRUPTIBILITY. AND THEY GO TO THEIR GOD SAKLA. THEY GO IN TO THE POWERS, ACCUSING THE GREAT ONES WHO ARE IN THEIR GLORY. THEY SAY TO SAKLA, "WHAT IS THE POWER OF THESE PEOPLE WHO STOOD IN YOUR PRESENCE, WHO WERE TAKEN FROM THE SEED OF HAM AND JAPHETH, WHO NUMBER FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND? THEY WERE RECEIVED INTO ANOTHER REALM FROM WHICH THEY CAME, AND THEY OVERTURNED ALL THE GLORY OF YOUR POWER AND THE DOMINION OF YOUR HAND. THE SEED OF NOAH THROUGH HIS SONS HAS DONE YOUR WILL, AND SO HAVE ALL THE POWERS IN THE REALMS OVER WHICH YOUR MIGHT RULES. BOTH THOSE PEOPLE AND THOSE WHO RESIDE IN THEIR GLORY HAVE NOT DONE YOUR WILL. BUT THEY HAVE TURNED ASIDE YOUR WHOLE THRONG." 
FIRE AND SULFUR AND ASPHALT
THEN THE GOD OF THE REALMS GIVES THEM SOME OF THOSE WHO SERVE HIM THEY COME ON THAT LAND WHERE THE GREAT ONES ARE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN DEFILED, NOR WILL THEY BE DEFILED BY ANY DESIRE. FOR THEIR SOULS DID NOT COME FROM A DEFILED HAND, BUT FROM AN ETERNAL ANGEL'S GREAT COMMAND. THEN FIRE AND SULFUR AND ASPHALT ARE CAST UPON THOSE PEOPLE, AND FIRE AND BLINDING MIST COME OVER THOSE REALMS, AND THE EYES OF THE POWERS OF THE LUMINARIES ARE DARKENED, AND THE INHABITANTS OF THE REALMS CANNOT SEE IN THOSE DAYS. AND GREAT CLOUDS OF LIGHT DESCEND, AND OTHER CLOUDS OF LIGHT COME DOWN ON THEM FROM THE GREAT ETERNAL REALMS. ABRASAX AND SABLO AND GAMALIEL DESCEND AND BRING THOSE PEOPLE OUT OF THE FIRE AND THE WRATH, AND TAKE THEM ABOVE THE ETERNAL REALMS AND THE RULERS OF THE POWERS, AND TAKE THEM AWAY...THERE WITH THE HOLY ANGELS AND THE ETERNAL BEINGS. THE PEOPLE WILL BE LIKE THOSE ANGELS, FOR THEY ARE NOT STRANGERS TO THEM. BUT THEY WORK WITH THE IMPERISHABLE SEED. 
THE ILLUMINATOR OF KNOWLEDGE
ONCE AGAIN, FOR THE THIRD TIME, THE ILLUMINATOR OF KNOWLEDGE PASSES BY IN GREAT GLORY TO LEAVE SOME OF THE SEED OF NOAH AND THE SONS OF HAM AND JAPHETH—TO LEAVE FRUIT-BEARING TREES FOR HIMSELF. AND HE REDEEMS THEIR SOULS FROM THE DAY OF DEATH. THE WHOLE CREATION THAT CAME FROM THE DEAD EARTH WILL BE UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF DEATH. BUT THOSE WHO REFLECT ON THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ETERNAL GOD IN THEIR HEARTS WILL NOT PERISH. THEY HAVE NOT RECEIVED SPIRIT FROM THIS KINGDOM BUT FROM SOMETHING ETERNAL, ANGELIC...THE ILLUMINATOR WILL COME...SETH. AND HE WILL PERFORM SIGNS AND WONDERS TO SCORN THE POWERS AND THEIR RULER. THEN THE GOD OF THE POWERS IS DISTURBED AND SAYS, "WHAT IS THE POWER OF THIS PERSON WHO IS HIGHER THAN WE ARE?" THEN HE BRINGS A GREAT WRATH AGAINST THAT PERSON. AND GLORY WITHDRAWS AND LIVES IN HOLY HOUSES IT HAS CHOSEN FOR ITSELF. THE POWERS DO NOT SEE IT WITH THEIR EYES, NOR DO THEY SEE THE ILLUMINATOR. THEY PUNISH THE FLESH OF THE ONE OVER WHOM THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS COME. 
THE ORIGIN OF THE ILLUMINATOR
THEN THE ANGELS AND ALL THE GENERATIONS OF THE POWERS WILL USE THE NAME IN ERROR, ASKING, "WHERE DID THIS COME FROM?" OR "WHERE DID THE WORDS OF DECEPTION, WHICH ALL THE POWERS HAVE FAILED TO REALIZE, COME FROM?" NOW, THE FIRST KINGDOM SAYS OF THE ILLUMINATOR THAT HE CAME FROM...A SPIRIT...TO HEAVEN. HE WAS NOURISHED IN THE HEAVENS. HE RECEIVED THE GLORY OF THAT ONE AND THE POWER. HE CAME TO THE BOSOM OF HIS MOTHER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE SECOND KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A GREAT PROPHET. AND A BIRD CAME, TOOK THE CHILD WHO WAS BORN, AND BROUGHT HIM ONTO A HIGH MOUNTAIN. AND HE WAS NOURISHED BY THE BIRD OF HEAVEN. AN ANGEL CAME FORTH THERE. HE SAID TO HIM, "RISE! GOD HAS GIVEN YOU GLORY." HE RECEIVED GLORY AND STRENGTH, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE THIRD KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A VIRGIN WOMB. HE WAS CAST OUT OF HIS CITY, HE AND HIS MOTHER; HE WAS BROUGHT TO A DESERT PLACE. HE WAS NOURISHED THERE. HE CAME AND RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE FOURTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A VIRGIN, SOLOMON SOUGHT HER, HE AND PHERSALO AND SAUEL AND HIS ARMIES, WHICH HAD BEEN SENT OUT. SOLOMON HIMSELF SENT HIS ARMY OF DEMONS TO SEEK OUT THE VIRGIN. AND THEY DID NOT FIND THE ONE WHOM THEY SOUGHT, BUT THE VIRGIN WHO WAS GIVEN TO THEM. IT WAS SHE WHOM THEY FETCHED. SOLOMON TOOK HER. THE VIRGIN BECAME PREGNANT AND GAVE BIRTH TO THE CHILD THERE. SHE NOURISHED HIM ON A BORDER OF THE DESERT. WHEN HE WAS NOURISHED, HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER FROM THE SEED FROM WHICH HE WAS CONCEIVED, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE FIFTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A DROP FROM HEAVEN. HE WAS THROWN INTO THE SEA. THE ABYSS RECEIVED HIM, GAVE BIRTH TO HIM, AND BROUGHT HIM TO HEAVEN. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE SIXTH KINGDOM SAYS THAT ONE…CAME DOWN TO THE REALM THAT IS BELOW IN ORDER TO GATHER FLOWERS. SHE BECAME PREGNANT FROM THE DESIRE OF THE FLOWERS. SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HIM IN THAT PLACE. THE ANGELS OF THE FLOWER GARDEN NOURISHED HIM. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER THERE, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE SEVENTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE IS A DROP AND CAME FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH. DRAGONS BROUGHT HIM DOWN TO CAVES, AND HE BECAME A CHILD. A SPIRIT CAME OVER HIM AND RAISED HIM TO THE PLACE FROM WHERE THE DROP HAD COME. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER THERE, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE EIGHTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT A CLOUD CAME OVER THE EARTH AND ENVELOPED A ROCK. HE CAME FROM IT. THE ANGELS ABOVE THE CLOUD NOURISHED HIM. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER THERE, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE NINTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT FROM THE NINE MUSES ONE SEPARATED. SHE CAME TO A HIGH MOUNTAIN AND SPENT SOME TIME SEATED THERE, SO THAT SHE DESIRED HER OWN BODY IN ORDER TO BECOME ANDROGYNOUS. SHE FULFILLED HER DESIRE AND BECAME PREGNANT FROM HER DESIRE. HE WAS BORN. THE ANGELS WHO WERE OVER THE DESIRE NOURISHED HIM. AND HE RECEIVED GLORY THERE AND POWER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE TENTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HIS GOD LOVED A CLOUD OF DESIRE. HE FATHERED HIM IN HIS HAND AND CAST UPON THE CLOUD ABOVE HIM SOME OF THE DROP, AND HE WAS BORN. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER THERE, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE ELEVENTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT THE FATHER DESIRED HIS OWN DAUGHTER. SHE WAS PREGNANT FROM HER FATHER. SHE CAST HER CHILD…TOMB OUT IN THE DESERT. THE ANGEL NOURISHED HIM THERE, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE TWELFTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM TWO LUMINARIES. HE WAS NOURISHED THERE. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE THIRTEENTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT EVERY BIRTH OF THEIR RULER IS A WORD. AND THIS WORD RECEIVED A MANDATE THERE. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER, THAT THE DESIRE OF THOSE POWERS MIGHT BE SATISFIED. BUT THE GENERATION WITHOUT A KING SAYS THAT GOD CHOSE HIM FROM ALL THE ETERNAL REALMS. HE CAUSED KNOWLEDGE OF THE ONE OF TRUTH, WHO IS UNDEFILED, TO RESIDE IN HIM. HE SAID, "OUT OF A FOREIGN AIR, FROM A HUGE ETERNAL REALM, THE GREAT ILLUMINATOR APPEARED. AND HE MADE THE GENERATION OF THOSE PEOPLE WHOM HE HAD CHOSEN FOR HIMSELF SHINE, SO THAT THEY SHOULD SHINE ON THE WHOLE ETERNAL REALM." 
PEOPLE ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR [SEXUAL] ERROR
THE SEED, THOSE WHO WILL RECEIVE HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] UPON THE WATER AND THAT OF THEM ALL, WILL FIGHT AGAINST THE POWER. AND A CLOUD OF DARKNESS WILL COME UPON THEM. THEN THE PEOPLES WILL CRY OUT WITH A GREAT VOICE, SAYING, "BLESSINGS ON THE SOUL OF THOSE PEOPLE BECAUSE THEY HAVE KNOWN GOD WITH A KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH. THEY SHALL LIVE FOREVER, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT BEEN CORRUPTED BY THEIR DESIRE, ALONG WITH THE ANGELS, NOR HAVE THEY PERFORMED THE WORKS OF THE POWERS, BUT THEY HAVE STOOD IN HIS PRESENCE IN A KNOWLEDGE OF GOD LIKE LIGHT THAT HAS COME FORTH FROM FIRE AND BLOOD. "BUT WE HAVE DONE EVERY DEED OF THE POWERS FOOLISHLY. WE HAVE BOASTED IN THE TRANSGRESSION OF ALL OUR WORKS. WE HAVE CRIED AGAINST THE GOD OF TRUTH BECAUSE ALL HIS WORK ... IS ETERNAL. THESE ARE AGAINST OUR SPIRITS. FOR NOW, WE KNOW THAT OUR SOULS WILL DIE IN DEATH." THEN A VOICE CAME TO THEM. MICHEUS AND MICHAR AND MNESINOUS, WHO ARE OVER THE HOLY BAPTISM AND THE LIVING WATER, WERE SAYING, "WHY WERE YOU CRYING OUT AGAINST THE LIVING GOD WITH LAWLESS VOICES AND TONGUES WITHOUT LAW OVER THEM, AND SOULS FULL OF BLOOD AND FOUL DEEDS? YOU ARE FULL OF WORKS THAT ARE NOT OF THE TRUTH, YET YOUR WAYS ARE FULL OF JOY AND REJOICING. HAVING DEFILED THE WATER OF LIFE, YOU HAVE DRAWN IT WITHIN THE WILL OF THE POWERS TO WHOM YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO SERVE THEM. "AND YOUR THOUGHT IS NOT LIKE THAT OF THOSE PEOPLE WHOM YOU PERSECUTE THEIR FRUIT DOES NOT WITHER. BUT THEY WILL BE KNOWN UP TO THE GREAT ETERNAL REALMS, BECAUSE THE WORDS THEY HAVE KEPT, OF THE GOD OF THE ETERNAL REALMS, WERE NOT COMMITTED TO THE BOOK, NOR WERE THEY WRITTEN. ANGELIC BEINGS WILL BRING THEM, WHOM ALL THE GENERATIONS OF PEOPLE WILL NOT KNOW. FOR THEY WILL BE ON A HIGH MOUNTAIN, UPON A ROCK OF TRUTH. THEREFORE, THEY WILL BE CALLED WORDS OF INCORRUPTIBILITY AND TRUTH, FOR THOSE WHO KNOW THE ETERNAL GOD IN WISDOM OF KNOWLEDGE AND TEACHING OF ANGELS FOREVER, FOR HE KNOWS ALL THINGS." THESE ARE THE REVELATIONS THAT ADAM MADE KNOWN TO SETH HIS SON. AND HIS SON TAUGHT HIS SEED ABOUT THEM. THIS IS THE HIDDEN KNOWLEDGE OF ADAM, WHICH HE GAVE TO SETH, WHICH IS THE HOLY BAPTISM OF THOSE WHO KNOW THE ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE THROUGH THOSE BORN OF THE WORD AND THE IMPERISHABLE ILLUMINATORS, WHO CAME FROM THE HOLY SEED: YESSEUS MAZAREUS YESSEDEKEUS, THE LIVING, WATER.
THE GOSPEL OF PHILIP
CONVERTS
A JEW MAKES A JEW WHOM WE CALL A CONVERT. A CONVERT MAKES NO CONVERT. SOME ARE AND MAKE OTHERS LIKE THEM, WHILE OTHERS SIMPLY ARE. 
SLAVES
A SLAVE LONGS FOR FREEDOM AND DOESN'T HOPE TO OWN A MASTER'S ESTATE. A CHILD CLAIMS THE FATHER'S LEGACY, BUT THOSE WHO INHERIT THE DEAD ARE DEAD. HEIRS TO THE LIVING ARE ALIVE AND ARE HEIRS TO LIFE AND DEATH. THE DEAD ARE HEIRS TO NOTHING. HOW CAN THE DEAD INHERIT? YET IF THE DEAD INHERITS THE LIVING, THE LIVING WON'T DIE AND THE DEAD WILL SURVIVE. 
GENTILES, JEWS, CHRISTIANS
A GENTILE DOESN'T DIE, NEVER HAVING BEEN ALIVE TO DIE. YOU WHO FIND TRUTH ARE ALIVE; ANOTHER MAY DIE, BEING ALIVE. SINCE CHRIST CAME THE WORLD WAS MADE, CITIES ADORNED, AND THE DEAD BURIED. WHEN WE WERE JEWS, WE WERE ORPHANS WITH ONLY A MOTHER. WHEN WE TURNED CHRISTIAN, WE HAD A FATHER [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND A MOTHER [LADY STEPHANIE VICTORIA].
SOWING IN SEASON
THOSE WHO SOW IN WINTER REAP IN SUMMER. LET US SOW IN THE WORLD TO REAP IN SUMMER. WINTER IS THE WORLD, SUMMER THE OTHER REALM. IT IS WRONG TO PRAY IN WINTER. FROM WINTER COMES SUMMER. IF YOU REAP IN WINTER YOU WILL NOT REAP. YOU WILL PULL UP YOUNG PLANTS. AT THE WRONG SEASON NO CROP IS YOURS. EVEN ON THE DAYS OF THE SABBATH [SUNDAY] THE FIELD IS BARREN. 
CHRIST AND THE SOUL
CHRIST CAME TO BUY. HE RESCUED AND REDEEMED, REDEEMING ALIENS. HE MADE STRANGERS HIS OWN. HE BROUGHT HIS OWN AND MADE PROMISES, CONSTRUING A STRATEGY, AND GAVE HIS LIFE WHEN HE APPEARED AND WHEN THE WORLD BEGAN. THEN HE CAME AND TOOK BACK WHAT HE PROMISED, WHICH FELL INTO THE HANDS OF THIEVES. THEY CAPTURED IT, BUT HE RESCUED IT BACK. THEN HE REDEEMED BOTH THE GOOD AND EVIL PEOPLE IN THE WORLD. 
LIGHT AND DARKNESS
LIGHT AND DARKNESS, LIFE AND DEATH, ON THE RIGHT AND LEFT, THESE ARE CHILDREN, THEY ARE INSEPARABLY TOGETHER. BUT THE [GODLY] GOOD ARE NOT [FORBIDDEN] GOOD [GENESIS 2:9], THE WICKED [ROMANS 1:21-28] NOT WICKED [SEX APPROVAL ONCE IN ROMANS 1:32], [GODLY] LIFE [ACTS 17:28] NOT [DEVIL’S] LIFE [REVELATION 13:12], [HOLY] DEATH [ACTS 7:60] NOT [UNHOLY] DEATH [REVELATION 13:12]. EACH ELEMENT FADES TO AN ORIGINAL SOURCE. BUT THOSE WHO LIVE ABOVE THE WORLD CANNOT FADE. THEY ARE ETERNAL. 
NAMES
THE NAMES OF EARTHLY THINGS ARE ILLUSORY. WE STRAY FROM THE REAL TO THE UNREAL. IF YOU HEAR THE WORD "GOD," YOU MISS THE REAL AND HEAR THE UNREAL. FATHER [STEPHEN], SON [ENOCH OR JESUS], HOLY SPIRIT [STEPHEN IN JOHN 4:23-24 OR JOHN], LIFE, LIGHT, RESURRECTION, CHURCH. THESE WORDS ARE NOT REAL. THEY ARE UNREAL BUT REFER TO THE REAL, AND ARE HEARD IN THE WORLD. THEY FOOL US. IF THOSE NAMES WERE IN THE ETERNAL REALM, THEY WOULD NEVER BE HEARD ON EARTH. THEY WERE NOT ASSIGNED TO US HERE. THEIR END DWELLS IN THE ETERNAL REALM. 
THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] NOT UTTERED
ONLY ONE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS NOT UTTERED IN THE WORLD: THE NAME THE FATHER [STEPHEN] [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] GAVE THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS]. ABOVE THE NAME OF ALL OTHERS IS THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THE SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] WOULD NOT BE FATHER [STEPHEN] WITHOUT WEARING THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THOSE WITH HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] KNOW IT BUT DO NOT SPEAK IT. THOSE WITHOUT HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] DO NOT THINK IT. 
TRUTH MADE NAMES
TRUTH MADE NAMES IN THE WORLD, AND WITHOUT THEM WE CAN'T THINK. TRUTH IS ONE AND IS MANY, TEACHING ONE THING THROUGH THE MANY. 
RULERS
THE RULERS WANTED TO FOOL US, SINCE THEY SAW WE WERE CONNECTED WITH THE GOOD. THEY TOOK THE NAMES OF THE GOOD AND GAVE THEM TO THE NOT GOOD SO, WITH NAMES THEY COULD TRICK AND ROPE US TO THE NOT GOOD. AS THOUGH DOING US A FAVOR, THEY TOOK NAMES FROM THE NOT GOOD AND PLACED THEM ON THE GOOD. THEY KNEW WHAT THEY WERE DOING. THEY WANTED TO GRAB THOSE OF US WHO WERE FREE AND MAKE US ETERNAL SLAVES. 
FORCES
THERE ARE FORCES THAT DON'T WANT US TO BE SAVED. THEY ACT FOR THEIR OWN SAKE IF WE ARE SAVED THERE WILL BE NO SACRIFICES, NO ANIMALS OFFERED TO THE FORCES. YES, THEY MADE SACRIFICES TO THE ANIMALS. THEY WERE ALIVE WHEN THEY OFFERED THEM, AND THEN THEY DIED. THEY OFFERED US DEAD TO GOD, AND WE LIVED. 
ONCE THERE WAS NO BREAD
BEFORE CHRIST CAME THERE WAS NO BREAD IN THE WORLD, JUST AS PARADISE, WITH ITS ADAM, HAD MANY TREES FOR NOURISHING ANIMALS BUT NO WHEAT FOR HUMANS. ONCE WE NOURISHED OURSELVES LIKE ANIMALS, BUT WHEN THE PERFECT CHRIST CAME, HE CARRIED BREAD DOWN FROM HEAVEN SO, WE COULD EAT LIKE HUMANS.
RULERS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT
THE RULERS THOUGHT THEY HAD DONE EVERYTHING ALONE, BUT IN SECRET THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] ON HER OWN ACCOMPLISHED IT ALL. 
SOWING TRUTH
TRUTH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF] FROM THE [ULTIMATE] BEGINNING [PROVERBS 8:22] IS SOWN EVERYWHERE. MANY [27] SEE IT SOWN. FEW [3] SEE IT REAPED. 
MARY AND THE HOLY SPIRIT
SOME SAY THE HOLY SPIRIT INSEMINATED MARY. THEY ARE WRONG AND DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY ARE SAYING. WHEN DID A WOMAN EVER GET A WOMAN PREGNANT? MARY IS A VIRGIN AND NO POWERS DIRTIED HER. SHE IS A GREAT REPUGNANCE TO THE JEWS WHO ARE APOSTOLIC, WHO ARE THE MESSENGERS. NO POWERS DIRTIED THE [TRUE] VIRGIN. THEY DIRTIED THEMSELVES. 
THE LORD [YAHWEH'S] FATHER [STEPHEN]
THE LORD [YAHWEH] WOULD NEVER SAY, "MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS IN HEAVEN" UNLESS HE HAD ANOTHER FATHER [STEPHEN] ELSEWHERE. HE WOULD HAVE SIMPLY SAID, "MY FATHER [STEPHEN]." 
POSSESSIONS
THE LORD SAID TO THE STUDENTS, "FROM EVERY HOUSE YOU ARE IN, TAKE OUT POSSESSIONS, BUT TAKE THINGS INTO THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] HOUSE AND DO NOT STEAL WHAT IS INSIDE AND RUN OFF." 
JESUS IS A HIDDEN NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]
JESUS IS A HIDDEN NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], CHRIST IS AN OPEN ONE. SO, JESUS IS NOT A WORD IN ANY TONGUE BUT A NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THEY CALL HIM. IN SYRIAC THE CHRIST IS MESSIAS, IN GREEK HE IS CHRISTOS. ALL LANGUAGES HAVE THEIR OWN WAY OF CALLING HIM. NAZARENE IS THE REVEALED NAME FOR WHAT IS SECRET. 
WHAT IS CHRIST?
IN HIMSELF, CHRIST HAS EVERYTHING, BE IT HUMAN OR ANGEL OR [TOP-SECRET] MYSTERY AND THE FATHER [STPEHEN]. 
THE LORD ASCENDING
SOME SAY THE LORD [JESUS] DIED FIRST AND THEN ASCENDED. THEY ARE WRONG. HE ROSE FIRST AND THEN HE DIED. UNLESS YOU ARE FIRST RESURRECTED, YOU WILL NOT DIE. AS GOD LIVES, YOU WOULD ALREADY BE DEAD.
PENNY AND SOUL
NO ONE WOULD HIDE A BEAUTIFUL AND VALUABLE OBJECT UNDER A LOVELY COVER, BUT OFTEN VAST MONIES ARE HELD IN A BAG WORTH ONLY A PENNY. CONSIDER THE SOUL. IT IS A PRECIOUS SPIRIT AND IT CAME IN A CONTEMPTIBLE BODY.
SOME ARE AFRAID
SOME ARE AFRAID THAT THEY WILL ASCEND FROM DEATH NAKED, AND THEY WANT TO CLIMB BACK TO LIFE IN THEIR FLESH. THEY ARE UNAWARE THAT THOSE WHO WEAR THEIR FLESH ARE NAKED, AND THOSE WHO STRIP ARE NOT NAKED. "FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD." WHAT WILL WE NOT INHERIT? THE FLESH WE WEAR ON US. BUT WHAT THEN WILL WE INHERIT AS OUR OWN? THE BODY OF JESUS AND HIS BLOOD. AND JESUS SAID, "WHOEVER WILL NOT EAT MY FLESH AND DRINK MY BLOOD HAS NO LIFE WITHIN HIM." WHAT DOES HE MEAN? HIS FLESH IS THE WORD [JOHN 1:14] AND BLOOD THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]. WHO HAS RECEIVED THESE HAS FOOD AND DRINK AND CLOTHING. I CONDEMN THOSE WHO SAY THE FLESH WON'T RISE. THEN BOTH ARE WRONG. YOU SAY THE FLESH WON'T ASCEND. TELL ME, WHAT WILL RISE SO I CAN HONOR YOU? YOU SAY SPIRIT IN THE FLESH [ACTS 6:5] AND LIGHT IN THE FLESH [JOHN 1:1-3]. WHAT IS THE FLESH [JOHN 6:22-59]? YOU SAY THERE IS NOTHING OUTSIDE THE FLESH. THEN RISE IN THE FLESH, SINCE EVERYTHING EXISTS IN IT. IN THIS WORLD THOSE WEARING GARMENTS ARE BETTER THAN GARMENTS. IN HEAVEN THE GARMENTS ARE BETTER THAN THE WEARERS. 
THROUGH WATER AND FIRE
THROUGH WATER AND FIRE THIS WIDE REALM IS PURIFIED, AND THE VISIBLE CLEANED BY THE VISIBLE, AND THE HIDDEN BY THE HIDDEN, BUT THERE ARE ELEMENTS CONCEALED IN THE VISIBLE. THERE IS WATER WITHIN WATER AND FIRE IN THE OIL OF CHRISM. 
JESUS TRICKED EVERYONE
JESUS TRICKED EVERYONE [ACTS 6:15]. HE DID NOT APPEAR AS HE WAS, BUT IN A WAY NOT TO BE SEEN. YET HE APPEARED TO ALL OF THEM. TO THE GREAT HE APPEARED AS GREAT, TO THE SMALL AS SMALL. TO ANGELS HE APPEARED AS AN ANGEL, AND TO HUMANS AS A HUMAN. AND HE HID HIS WORD FROM EVERYONE. SOME LOOKED AT HIM AND THOUGHT THEY SAW THEMSELVES. WHEN BEFORE HIS STUDENTS HE APPEARED GLORIOUSLY ON THE MOUNTAIN, HE WAS NOT SMALL. NO, HE BECAME GREAT, AND HE MADE HIS STUDENTS GROW SO, THEY WOULD KNOW HIS IMMENSITY.
[SEXLESS] UNION WITH ANGELS
ON THE DAY OF THANKSGIVING PRAYER, HE SAID, "YOU WHO HAVE JOINED PERFECT LIGHT WITH HOLY SPIRIT [JAMES 1:17], JOIN THE ANGELS WITH US AS A SINGLE IMAGE [ACTS 6:15]." 
THE LAMB
DON'T HATE THE LAMB [THAT TAKES SEXUAL SIN FROM THE WORLD IN REVELATION 7:14]. WITHOUT THE LAMB YOU CAN'T SEE THE KING.
MEETING THE KING
YOU DON'T MEET THE KING IF YOU ARE NAKED [GOLD TRIED IN THE FIRE, SO THAT YOU CAN BE RICH IF YOU ASK COUNSEL FROM CHRIST IN REVELATION 3:14-22]. 
CONCEIVING WITH A KISS
THE HEAVENLY MAN HAS MORE CHILDREN THAN A MAN ON EARTH. IF THE OFFSPRING OF ADAM ARE MANY AND DIE, HOW MANY MORE ARE THE OFFSPRING OF PERFECT BEINGS WHO DO NOT DIE AND ARE BORN EACH SECOND? THE FATHER [STEPHEN] MAKES A CHILD. THE CHILD CANNOT MAKE A SON. HE HAS NOT THE POWER TO MAKE CHILDREN. ONE RECENTLY BORN IS NOT A PARENT. THE SON HAS BROTHERS AND SISTERS, NOT CHILDREN. IN THIS WORLD THERE IS A NATURAL ORDER TO BIRTH, AND ONE IS NOURISHED BY ORDINARY MEANS. WE ARE NOURISHED BY THE PROMISE OF HEAVEN, FROM THE MOUTH OF THE WORD. IF THE WORD EMANATED FROM THE MOUTH, IT IS PERFECT. BY A KISS THE PERFECT CONCEIVE AND GIVE BIRTH. THAT IS WHY WE KISS. FROM THE GRACE IN OTHERS WE CONCEIVE. 
THREE MARYS
THREE MARY’S WALKED WITH THE LORD: HIS MOTHER [MARY], HIS SISTER [MARY], AND MARY OF MAGDALA, HIS COMPANION [GIRL-FRIEND]. HIS SISTER AND MOTHER AND COMPANION WERE MARY. 
THE HOLY SPIRIT
FATHER [STEPHEN] AND SON [ENOCH OR JESUS] ARE SINGLE NAMES [TITLES]. HOLY SPIRIT [STEPHEN OR JOHN IN JOHN 4:23-24 & LUKE 3:21-22] IS A DOUBLE NAME [TITLE] AND EVERYWHERE: ABOVE AND BELOW, HIDDEN AND REVEALED. THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] LIVES IN THE REVEALED. IT IS CONCEALED BELOW. IT IS ABOVE. 
BLINDERS
EVEN EVIL POWERS SERVE THE SAINTS [ROMANS 8:18-30 & 1ST CORINTHIANS 6:1-11]. THE HOLY SPIRIT BLINDS THE POWERS WHO SUPPOSE THEY ARE TREATING A SIMPLE MAN WHEN THEY ARE TREATING SAINTS [2ND CORINTHIANS 11:5-15]. 
ASK OUR MOTHER [VICTORIA]
A STUDENT ONCE ASKED THE LORD FOR SOMETHING FROM THE WORLD, AND HE SAID, "ASK YOUR MOTHER [VICTORIA---PENTECOST & GREAT VIRGIN], AND SHE WILL GIVE YOU SOMETHING FROM ANOTHER REALM." 
SOPHIA [WISDOM] AND SALT [GOOD]
THE MESSENGERS SAID TO THE STUDENTS, "LET OUR OFFERING ALL BE FOR OBTAINING SALT." SALT [GOOD] IS WHAT THEY CALLED SOPHIA [WISDOM]. WITHOUT SALT NO OFFERING IS ACCEPTABLE. BUT SOPHIA IS BARREN. SHE HAS NO CHILD, AND SO, SHE IS CALLED A TRACE OF SALT. YET WHEREVER OTHERS ARE WILL BE THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 14:26; 15:26; 16:13]. HER CHILDREN ARE MANY. 
FATHER [STEPHEN] AND CHILD [ENOCH OR JESUS]
WHAT A FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS BELONGS TO HIS CHILD [ENOCH OR JESUS], BUT NOT WHILE THE CHILD [ENOCH OR JESUS] IS STILL LITTLE. WHEN THE CHILD [ENOCH OR JESUS] IS GROWN, HOWEVER, THEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] TURNS OVER ALL HE POSSESSES. 
THE [TRULY] LOST
THOSE WHO HAVE GONE ASTRAY ARE THOSE BORN OF THE SPIRIT [JOHN 3:8]. AND THEY ARE USUALLY LOST BECAUSE OF THE SPIRIT [1ST JOHN 3:9]. SO, FROM ONE SINGLE BREATH OF SPIRIT THE FIRE BLAZES AND IS BLACKENED. 
WISDOM AND THE WISDOM OF DEATH
ECHAMOTH IS ONE THING AND ECHMOTH ANOTHER. ECHAMOTH IS SIMPLY WISDOM, BUT ECHMOTH IS THE WISDOM OF DEATH, WHO IS THE ONE WHO KNOWS DEATH, WHO IS CALLED LITTLE WISDOM.
DOMESTIC ANIMALS AND BEASTS
DOMESTIC ANIMALS MAY BE THE BULL AND THE DONKEY AND OTHER SPECIES. OTHERS ARE WILD AND LIVE IN THE DESERTS. A MAN PLOWS THE FIELD WITH A DOMESTIC ANIMAL, AND FROM THE FRUIT OF HIS LABOR HE FEEDS HIMSELF AND THE ANIMALS, TAME OR WILD. COMPARE THE PERFECT HUMAN. THROUGH SUBMISSIVE POWERS HE PLOWS AND PREPARES FOR EVERYTHING TO COME INTO BEING. SO, HIS WORLD HOLDS TOGETHER, GOOD OR EVIL, THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT. THE HOLY SPIRIT SHEPHERDS [JOHN 4:23-24; 14:26; 15:26; 16:13] EVERYONE AND RULES ALL THE POWERS, THOSE TAME AND WILD AND RUNNING LOOSE. HE GATHERS THEM AND SHUTS THEM IN SO, LIKE IT OR NOT, THEY CANNOT ESCAPE. 
CAIN
THE ONE WHO HAS BEEN CREATED IS BEAUTIFUL, AND YOU WOULD EXPECT HIS SONS TO BE NOBLE CREATIONS. IF ONE WAS NOT CREATED BUT ENGENDERED, YOU WOULD FIND HIS SEED WAS NOBLE, BUT NOW HE WAS CREATED AND HE ENGENDERED. IS THIS NOBILITY? ADULTERY CAME INTO BEING, THEN MURDER. ONE WAS ENGENDERED IN ADULTERY, SINCE HE WAS THE CHILD OF THE SERPENT. SO, LIKE HIS FATHER [NOT ENOCH] HE TOO BECAME A MURDERER AND KILLED HIS BROTHER. EVERY SEXUAL ACT BETWEEN UNLIKE PERSONS IS ADULTERY. 
GOD IS A DYER
GOD IS A DYER. THE GOOD DYES, TRUE DYES, DISSOLVE INTO THINGS DYED IN THEM. SO TOO FOR THINGS GOD HAS DYED. HIS DYES ARE IMPERISHABLE BECAUSE OF THEIR COLORS. WHAT GOD DIPS HE DIPS IN WATER. 
SEEING
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SEE ANYTHING IN THE REAL REALM UNLESS YOU BECOME IT [HEBREWS 4:13]. NOT SO IN THE WORLD. YOU SEE THE SUN WITHOUT BEING THE SUN, SEE SKY AND EARTH BUT ARE NOT THEM. THIS IS THE TRUTH OF THE WORLD. IN THE OTHER TRUTH YOU ARE WHAT YOU SEE. IF YOU SEE SPIRIT, YOU ARE SPIRIT. IF YOU LOOK AT THE ANOINTED, YOU ARE THE ANOINTED. IF YOU SEE THE FATHER [STEPHEN], YOU WILL BE FATHER [STEPHEN]. IN THIS WORLD YOU SEE EVERYTHING BUT YOURSELF, BUT THERE, YOU LOOK AT YOURSELF AND ARE WHAT YOU SEE. 
FAITH AND [SEXLESS] LOVE
FAITH RECEIVES, [SEXLESS] LOVE GIVES. NO ONE RECEIVES WITHOUT FAITH. NO ONE GIVES WITHOUT [SEXLESS] LOVE. TO RECEIVE, BELIEVE; TO [SEXLESS] LOVE, GIVE. IF YOU GIVE WITHOUT [SEXLESS] LOVE, NO ONE DERIVES A THING FROM WHAT IS GIVEN. WHOEVER HAS NOT ACCEPTED THE LORD IS STILL A [UNBELIEVING] JEW.
NAMES OF JESUS [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]
THE MESSENGERS WHO WERE BEFORE US HAD THESE NAMES FOR HIM: JESUS, THE NAZOREAN, MESSIAH, THAT IS, JESUS, THE NAZOREAN, THE CHRIST. THE LAST NAME IS CHRIST, THE FIRST [NAME] IS JESUS, THE MIDDLE NAME IS THE NAZARENE. MESSIAH HAS TWO MEANINGS, BOTH "CHRIST" AND "MEASURED." JESUS IN HEBREW IS "REDEMPTION." NAZARA IS "TRUTH." CHRIST HAS BEEN MEASURED. THE NAZARENE AND JESUS ARE THEY WHO HAVE BEEN MEASURED. 
PEARL IN THE MUD
IF A PEARL IS THROWN INTO MUD, IT LOSES NO VALUE, AND IF RUBBED WITH BALSAM OIL, IT GAINS NO VALUE. 
IT ALWAYS IS PRECIOUS IN ITS OWNER'S EYES. WHEREVER THEY ARE, THE CHILDREN OF GOD [FROM PREGNANCY TO 10 YEARS OF AGE] ARE PRECIOUS IN THE EYES OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. 
JEW, ROMAN, GREEK, CHRISTIAN [ENGLISH]
IF YOU SAY, "I AM A JEW," NO ONE WILL BE MOVED. IF YOU SAY, "I AM A ROMAN," NO ONE WILL BE UPSET. IF YOU SAY, "I AM GREEK, A BARBARIAN, A SLAVE, A FREEMAN," NO ONE WILL BE TROUBLED. BUT IF YOU SAY, "I AM A CHRISTIAN [ENGLISH]," THEY WILL TREMBLE. I WISH I HAD THAT TITLE. THE WORLD WILL NOT ENDURE IT WHEN HEARING THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30].
GOD [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] IS A MAN-EATER
GOD [LUCIFER---SATAN & THE DEVIL & VICTORIA---BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 4:4] IS A MAN-EATER [MICAH 3:1-12]. SO, PEOPLE ARE SACRIFICED TO HIM. BEFORE HUMANS WERE SACRIFICED, IT WAS ANIMALS, BECAUSE THOSE THEY WERE EATEN BY WERE NOT GODS. 
GLASS AND EARTH
GLASS DECANTERS AND EARTHENWARE JUGS ARE BOTH MADE WITH FIRE. WHEN A GLASS DECANTER BREAKS, IT IS REDONE, SINCE IT WAS MADE THROUGH A BREATH. WHEN EARTHENWARE JUGS BREAK, THEY ARE DESTROYED, SINCE THEY WERE BORN WITHOUT A BREATH. 
DONKEY [ASS] AND MILLSTONE
A DONKEY [ASS] TURNING A MILLSTONE WALKED A HUNDRED MILES. WHEN IT WAS SET LOOSE, IT FOUND ITSELF IN THE SAME PLACE. SOME PEOPLE TRAVEL LONG BUT GO NOWHERE. AT TWILIGHT THEY HAVE SEEN NO CITIES OR VILLAGES, NO HUMAN CONSTRUCTIONS OR PHENOMENA OF NATURE, NO POWERS OR ANGELS. THESE MISERABLE ONES HAVE LABORED IN VAIN. 
THE EUCHARIST IS JESUS
THE EUCHARIST IS JESUS [JOHN 6:22-59]. IN SYRIAC IT IS CALLED PHARISATHA, WHICH IS "ONE WHO IS SPREAD OUT," SINCE JESUS CAME TO CRUCIFY THE WORLD.
THE LORD IN THE DYE WORKS OF LEVI
THE LORD WENT INTO THE DYE WORKS OF LEVI AND TOOK SEVENTY-TWO DIFFERENT COLORS AND THREW THEM INTO A VAT. HE DREW THEM OUT PERFECTLY WHITE. HE SAID, "IN THIS WAY THE EARTHLY SON [WHITE SKIN-COLORED JESUS CHRIST] HAS COME AS A DYER."
WISDOM, MOTHER [VICTORIA] OF THE ANGELS
WISDOM, WHO IS CALLED "BARREN," IS MOTHER [VICTORIA] OF THE ANGELS. THE COMPANION IS MARY OF MAGDALA. JESUS LOVED HER MORE THAN HIS STUDENTS. HE KISSED HER OFTEN ON HER FACE, MORE THAN ALL HIS STUDENTS, AND THEY SAID, "WHY DO YOU [SEXLESS] LOVE HER MORE THAN US?" THE SAVIOR ANSWERED, SAYING TO THEM, "WHY DO I NOT [SEXLESS] LOVE YOU LIKE HER? IF A BLIND MAN AND ONE WHO SEES ARE TOGETHER IN DARKNESS, THEY ARE THE SAME. WHEN LIGHT COMES, THE ONE WHO SEES WILL SEE LIGHT. THE BLIND MAN STAYS IN DARKNESS." 
BEING
THE LORD SAID, "BLESSINGS ON YOU WHO WERE BEFORE YOU CAME INTO BEING. WHOEVER IS, WAS, AND WILL BE."
HUMANS AND ANIMALS
THE SUPERIORITY OF HUMANS IS NOT OBVIOUS TO THE EYE BUT LIES IN WHAT IS HIDDEN. CONSEQUENTLY, THEY HAVE MASTERY OVER ANIMALS WHO ARE STRONGER AND LARGER IN WAYS APPARENT AND HIDDEN. SO, THE ANIMALS SURVIVE. WHEN HUMANS WITHDRAW, THE ANIMALS SLAY AND DEVOUR EACH OTHER, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT FIND FOOD. NOW THEY HAVE FOOD BECAUSE HUMANS PLOW THE SOIL. 
WATER AND MYSTERY
IF YOU GO DOWN INTO THE WATER AND COME UP, RECEIVING NOTHING, AND SAY, "I AM A CHRISTIAN," YOU HAVE BORROWED THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AT INTEREST. BUT IF YOU RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24], YOU HAVE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AS A GIFT. AND A GIFT YOU DO NOT PAY BACK. BUT IF YOU HAVE BORROWED AT INTEREST, YOU MUST PAY. SO, IT WORKS WHEN YOU HAVE PASSED THROUGH MYSTERY. 
MARRIAGE
GREAT IS THE MYSTERY OF MARRIAGE! WITHOUT IT, THE WORLD WOULD NOT BE. THE EXISTENCE OF THE WORLD DEPENDS ON MARRIAGE. THINK OF SEX [OR FUCKING]. IT POSSESSES DEEP [DEMONIC] POWERS, THOUGH ITS IMAGE IS FILTHY [& CORRUPT]. 
BRIDAL CHAMBER AND ANDROGYNY
AMONG THE FORMS OF UNCLEAN SPIRITS ARE MALE AND FEMALE ONES. MALES HAVE SEX WITH SOULS WHO INHABIT A FEMALE SHAPE, AND FEMALES MINGLE PROMISCUOUSLY WITH SOULS IN A MALE FORM. NO ONE ESCAPES THOSE SPIRITS: THEY SEIZE YOU, UNLESS YOU TAKE ON THE POWER OF MALE OR FEMALE, OF GROOM AND BRIDE. THIS POWER RESIDES IN THE MIRRORED BRIDAL CHAMBER. WHEN WANTON WOMEN SEE A MAN SITTING ALONE, THE MAN IS OVERCOME. THEY FONDLE HIM AND [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE HIM. WHEN WANTON MEN SEE A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN SITTING ALONE, THEY OVERCOME HER, AND SHE IS VIOLATED AND [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED. BUT WHEN SPIRITS SEE A MAN AND HIS WIFE SITTING TOGETHER, THE FEMALE [SEXLESS] SPIRITS CANNOT ENTER THE MALE [SEXLESS SPIRITS], NOR THE MALE THE WOMAN. WHEN THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE AND [SEXLESS] ANGEL ARE JOINED, NONE CAN FORCE THEMSELVES ON THE MAN AND WOMAN. 
LEAVING THE WORLD
WHEN YOU LEAVE THE WORLD, NOTHING CAN STOP YOU BECAUSE YOU WERE IN THE WORLD. YOU ARE ABOVE DESIRE AND FEAR. YOU ARE MASTER OF ENVY. IF SOMEONE DOES NOT LEAVE THE WORLD, THE FORCES GRAB AND CHOKE HIM. HOW CAN ONE ESCAPE THOSE GREAT GRASPING RULERS? HOW CAN ONE HIDE FROM THEM? SOME SAY, "WE WERE FAITHFUL," TO ESCAPE THE FILTHY SPIRITS AND DEMONS. BUT IF THEY HAD THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24], NOTHING FILTHY WOULD CLEAVE TO THEM. HAVE NO FEAR OF THE FLESH. DON'T [SEXUALLY] LOVE IT. IF YOU ARE FEARFUL, IT WILL GAIN MASTERY OVER YOU. IF YOU [SEXUALLY] LOVE THE FLESH, IT WILL SWALLOW AND PARALYZE YOU. 
IN THIS WORLD OR THE RESURRECTION
EITHER SOMEONE WILL BE IN THIS WORLD OR IN THE RESURRECTION OR IN THE MIDDLE PLACE. GOD FORBID THAT I BE FOUND IN THE MIDDLE! IN THIS WORLD THERE IS GOOD AND EVIL. ITS MESSIANIC GOOD IS NOT SATANIC/BABYLONIAN GOOD, AND MESSIANIC EVIL NOT SATANIC/BABYLONIAN EVIL [GENESIS 2:9]. BUT THERE IS EVIL AFTER THIS WORLD THAT IS TRULY EVIL—WHICH IS CALLED THE MIDDLE. THE MIDDLE IS DEATH. WHILE WE ARE IN THIS WORLD IT IS BEST TO ACQUIRE RESURRECTION FOR OURSELVES SO, WHEN WE STRIP OFF THE FLESH, WE MAY REST AND NOT WALK IN THE MIDDLE. MANY GO ASTRAY ON THE WAY. 
WILL AND SIN
IT IS GOOD TO LEAVE THE WORLD BEFORE ONE HAS SINNED. SOME HAVE NEITHER THE WILL NOR THE ABILITY TO ACT. OTHERS, EVEN IF THEY HAVE THE WILL, ARE BETTER OFF IF THEY DO NOT ACT, FOR THE ACT OF THE WILL MAKES THEM SINNERS. BUT EVEN IF THEY HAVE NO WILL TO ACT, JUSTICE MAY BE CONCEALED FROM THEM, WHETHER THEY HAVE THE WILL OR NOT. WILL, NOT ACTION, IS ALWAYS PRIMARY. 
HELL
A MESSENGER IN A VISION SAW PEOPLE LOCKED UP IN A HOUSE OF FIRE AND BOUND WITH FIERY CHAINS, LYING IN A FLAMING OINTMENT. HE ASKED THEM, "WHY CAN'T THEY BE SAVED?" "WE DID NOT DESIRE IT," THEY TOLD THE MESSENGER, "BUT WE GOT THIS PLACE OF PUNISHMENT. IT IS THE OUTER DARKNESS, AND WE ARE IN IT."
KINDS OF FIRE
SOUL AND SPIRIT CAME INTO BEING FROM WATER AND FIRE. FROM WATER AND FIRE AND LIGHT CAME THE ATTENDANT IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. FIRE IS CHRISM. LIGHT IS FIRE [ACTS 9:3, 22:6, 26:13]. I AM NOT REFERRING TO FLAME, WHICH HAS NO FORM, BUT TO ANOTHER KIND OF FIRE, WHOSE APPEARANCE IS WHITE, WHICH IS LUMINOUS AND BEAUTIFUL AND GIVES BEAUTY. 
TRUTH AND NAKEDNESS
TRUTH DIDN'T COME INTO THE WORLD NAKED BUT IN [SEXLESS] TYPES AND [SEXLESS] IMAGES. TRUTH IS RECEIVED ONLY THAT WAY. THERE IS REBIRTH AND ITS [SEXLESS] IMAGE. THEY MUST BE REBORN THROUGH [SEXLESS] IMAGE. WHAT IS THE RESURRECTION? [SEXLESS] IMAGE MUST RISE AGAIN THROUGH [SEXLESS] IMAGE. THE BRIDEGROOM AND [SEXLESS] IMAGE ENTER THROUGH [SEXLESS] IMAGE INTO TRUTH, WHICH IS RESTORATION. IT IS RIGHT THAT THOSE WHO DON'T HAVE IT TAKE ON THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND SON [JESUS] AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN]. BUT THEY HAVE NOT DONE SO ON THEIR OWN. IF YOU DO NOT TAKE ON THE NAMES FOR YOURSELF, THE NAME "CHRISTIAN" WILL BE TAKEN FROM YOU. YOU RECEIVE THEM IN THE OIL OF THE CHRISM, THE AROMATIC UNCTION OF THE POWER OF THE CROSS. THE MESSENGERS CALLED THIS POWER "THE RIGHT AND LEFT." YOU ARE NO LONGER A CHRISTIAN BUT CHRIST.
FIVE SACRAMENTS
THE LORD DID EVERYTHING THROUGH MYSTERY: BAPTISM AND A CHRISM AND A EUCHARIST [BREAD & WINE] AND A REDEMPTION AND A BRIDAL CHAMBER. 
THINGS BELOW LIKE THINGS ABOVE [LUKE 11:2]
THE LORD SAID, "I CAME TO MAKE THINGS BELOW LIKE THINGS ABOVE, AND THE OUTSIDE LIKE THE INSIDE. I CAME TO JOIN THEM IN ONE PLACE." HE REVEALED WHO HE IS THROUGH [SEXLESS] TYPES AND [SEXLESS] IMAGES. THOSE WHO SAY, "THERE IS A HEAVENLY PERSON AND ONE EVEN HIGHER," ARE WRONG. WHO IS SEEN IN HEAVEN IS THE HEAVENLY PERSON, WHO IS CALLED "THE ONE BELOW," AND THE ONE TO WHOM THE HIDDEN BELONGS IS CALLED "HIGHER [LUKE 11:2]." IT IS BEST TO SAY "INNER" AND "OUTER" AND "WHAT IS BEYOND THE OUTER." SO, THE LORD CALLED DESTRUCTION "THE OUTER DARKNESS." THERE IS NOTHING BEYOND. HE SAID, "MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS IN [TOP] SECRET." HE SAID, "GO INTO THE CHAMBER AND SHUT THE DOOR BEHIND YOU, AND PRAY TO YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS IN [TOP] SECRET," THE ONE WHO IS INNERMOST. BUT WHAT IS WITHIN THEM ALL IS THE FULLNESS. BEYOND IT THERE IS NOTHING INSIDE. THIS IS THE PLACE THEY CALL "THE UPPERMOST." 
PLACES OF THE SPIRIT
BEFORE CHRIST, SOME CAME FROM A REALM THEY COULD NOT REENTER, AND THEY WENT WHERE THEY COULD NOT COME OUT. THEN CHRIST CAME. THOSE WHO WENT IN HE TOOK OUT. THOSE WHO WENT OUT HE TOOK IN. 
EVE IN ADAM
WHEN EVE WAS IN [SINGLE] ADAM THERE WAS NO DEATH. WHEN SHE WAS CUT FROM HIM [IN MARRIAGE], DEATH CAME INTO BEING. IF HE ENTERS WHAT HE WAS AND TAKES HER IN HIM FULLY, DEATH WILL DISAPPEAR.
CRUCIFIXION
"MY GOD, MY GOD, O LORD, WHY HAVE YOU ABANDONED ME?" HE SAID THESE WORDS ON THE CROSS. BUT NOT FROM THAT PLACE. HE WAS ALREADY GONE… 
RISING FROM THE DEAD
THE LORD ROSE FROM THE DEAD. HE BECAME AS HE WAS, BUT NOW HIS BODY WAS PERFECT. HE POSSESSED [SEXLESS] FLESH, BUT THIS WAS TRUE [SEXLESS] FLESH. OUR [SEXUAL] FLESH ISN'T TRUE. OURS [SEXLESS FLESH] IS ONLY AN [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE TRUE [FLESH]. 
BEDROOM
ANIMALS DON'T HAVE A BRIDAL BEDROOM, NOR DO SLAVES OR DIRTIED WOMEN. BEDROOMS ARE FOR FREE MEN AND VIRGINS. 
BORN AGAIN
THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT WE ARE AGAIN ENGENDERED, BUT CONCEIVED THROUGH CHRIST. WE ARE ANOINTED IN THE SPIRIT [1ST JOHN 3:9]. WHEN WE WERE CONCEIVED, WE WERE UNITED. NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO LOOK AT ONESELF EITHER IN WATER OR IN A MIRROR WITHOUT LIGHT, NOR SEE IN LIGHT WITHOUT WATER OR MIRROR. SO, IT IS FITTING TO BAPTIZE IN LIGHT AND WATER. NOW THE LIGHT IS THE CHRISM. 
THREE BUILDINGS IN JERUSALEM
THERE WERE THREE BUILDINGS IN JERUSALEM, ONE FACING WEST CALLED "THE HOLY," ANOTHER FACING SOUTH CALLED "THE HOLY OF THE HOLY." THE THIRD FACING EAST [USA EASTERN STATES CALLED THE BIBLE BELT OR THE SANCTUARY OF THE GLORIOUS LAND IN DANIEL 8] WAS CALLED "THE HOLY OF THE HOLIES," WHERE ONLY THE HIGH PRIEST [CHIEF OF POLICE] ENTERS. BAPTISM IS THE HOLY BUILDING. REDEMPTION IS THE HOLY OF THE HOLY. THE HOLY OF THE HOLIES IS THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. BAPTISM INCLUDES RESURRECTION AND REDEMPTION. REDEMPTION HAPPENS IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER, BUT THE BRIDAL CHAMBER IS PART OF SOMETHING SUPERIOR TO IT AND THE OTHERS BECAUSE YOU WILL FIND NOTHING LIKE IT. THOSE FAMILIAR WITH IT ARE THOSE WHO PRAY IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH FOR THEY DO NOT PRAY IN JERUSALEM. THERE ARE SOME WHO PRAY IN JERUSALEM, AWAITING THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, CALLED THE HOLY OF THE HOLIES. BEFORE THE VEIL WAS RENT, WE HAD NO BRIDAL CHAMBER BUT THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER ABOVE. SO, ITS VEIL WAS TORN FROM TOP TO BOTTOM. IT WAS RIGHT FOR SOME BELOW TO ASCEND. 
GARMENT OF LIGHT
THE RULERS DO NOT SEE YOU WHO WEAR THE PERFECT LIGHT, AND THEY CANNOT SEIZE YOU. YOU PUT ON THE LIGHT IN THE MYSTERY OF UNION. 
REUNION IN THE BEDROOM
IF THE WOMAN AND MAN HAD NOT COME APART, THEY WOULD NOT KNOW DEATH. CHRIST CAME TO REPAIR THE SPLIT, THERE FROM THE BEGINNING, AND JOIN THE TWO AND GIVE THEM LIFE WHO HAD DIED BECAUSE OF SEPARATION. NOW THE WOMAN AND MAN ARE ONE IN THE CHAMBER WITH THE BED, AND THOSE SO JOINED WILL NOT COME APART AGAIN. EVE AND ADAM SEPARATED BECAUSE WHEN THEY JOINED IT WAS NOT IN THE CHAMBER WITH THE BED. 
ADAM'S SOUL
THE SOUL OF ADAM CAME INTO BEING THROUGH A BREATH BLOWING INTO HIM. BREATH IS SPIRIT. THE ELEMENT GIVEN HIM IS HIS MOTHER. SOUL BECAME SPIRIT. WHEN HE WAS JOINED TO SPIRIT, HE SPOKE WORDS INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO THE POWERS. THEY ENVIED HIM, EXCLUDED FROM THE UNION OF THE SPIRIT [1ST CORINTHIANS 6:1-15, 17-20]. THEIR EXCLUSION SPURRED THEM INTO FASHIONING THE BRIDAL CHAMBER WHERE [SEXUAL EROS] LOVERS WOULD COME AND BE [SEXUALLY] DEFILED [SEXUALLY CORRUPTED IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 6:16, 18].
JESUS AT THE JORDAN
JESUS APPEARED AT THE JORDAN RIVER WITH THE FULLNESS OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. HE WAS BORN BEFORE THERE WAS BIRTH. HE WAS ANOINTED ONCE AND WAS ANOINTED ANEW. HE WHO WAS REDEEMED REDEEMED THE WORLD. 
[SEXLESS] MYSTERY
IT IS GOOD TO SPEAK OF MYSTERY, ESPECIALLY BECAUSE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL JOINED WITH THE VIRGIN [VICTORIA] WHO CAME DOWN, AND ON THAT DAY A FIRE SHONE OVER HIM. HE CAME TO THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. SO, ON THAT VERY DAY HIS BODY CAME INTO BEING [PROVERBS 8:22-29]. AND ON THAT DAY, HE LEFT THE CHAMBER WITH THE SPLENDOR OF WHAT PASSED BETWEEN THE BRIDE AND BRIDEGROOM. THROUGH THIS FORCE JESUS DID EVERYTHING. IT IS GOOD FOR EACH OF HIS STUDENTS TO GO INTO THE CHAMBER AND REST. 
VIRGIN BIRTHS
ADAM CAME INTO BEING FROM TWO VIRGINS: FROM THE SPIRIT AND FROM THE VIRGIN EARTH, AND CHRIST WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN TO HEAL THE INITIAL [SEXUAL] FALL. 
TWO TREES OF PARADISE
TWO TREES ARE GROWING IN PARADISE. ONE BEARS ANIMALS, THE OTHER BEARS PEOPLE. ADAM ATE FROM THE TREE THAT BORE ANIMALS AND BECAME AN ANIMAL AND BROUGHT FORTH ANIMALS, AND SO, ADAM'S CHILDREN WORSHIP ANIMALS. THE TREE WHOSE FRUIT ADAM ATE IS THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE. SO, HIS [SEXUAL] SINS INCREASED. IF HE HAD EATEN FRUIT FROM THE TREE OF LIFE, THE ONE BEARING PEOPLE, THE GODS WOULD WORSHIP MAN AND WOMAN, FOR IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED MAN AND WOMAN. NOW THEY CREATE GOD. IN THE WORLD, HUMANS MAKE GODS AND WORSHIP THEIR CREATION [ACTS 17:22-30]. IT WOULD BE BETTER IF THE GODS WORSHIPED THEM!
A MAN AND HIS CHILDREN
A MAN DOES WHAT HE HAS THE SKILLS TO DO. HE HAS THE ABILITY TO MAKE CHILDREN. HE DOES IT EASILY IN A FEW SECONDS. HIS ACCOMPLISHMENT SHOWS IN HIS CHILDREN. THEY ARE THE IMAGE. HE WAS ALSO MADE AFTER THE IMAGE, DOING THINGS WITH HIS PHYSICAL STRENGTH AND PRODUCING HIS CHILDREN WITH EASE. 
SLAVES AND THE FREE
IN THIS WORLD THE SLAVES SERVE THE FREE. IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, THE FREE WILL SERVE THE SLAVES, AND THE ATTENDANTS OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER WILL MINISTER TO THE WEDDING GUESTS. THE ATTENDANTS OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER HAVE ONE NAME, REST, AND NEED TAKE NO OTHER FORM BECAUSE THEY MEDITATE AND COMPREHEND BY INSIGHT. THEY ARE MANY, SINCE THEY DO NOT STORE THEIR TREASURES IN THINGS BELOW, DESPICABLE THINGS, BUT IN UNKNOWN GLORY. 
INTO THE WATER
IT WAS NECESSARY FOR JESUS TO DESCEND INTO THE WATER SO THAT HE COULD PERFECT AND CONSECRATE IT. SO ALSO, THEY WHO HAVE RECEIVED [TRUE] BAPTISM IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] MAY BE PERFECT. HE SAID, "IT IS RIGHT IN THIS WAY TO PERFECT ALL THAT IS JUST."
BAPTISM
WHEN YOU SAY YOU WILL DIE FIRST AND THEN RISE, YOU ARE WRONG. IF YOU ARE NOT RESURRECTED IN LIFE, YOU WILL RECEIVE NOTHING WHEN YOU ARE DEAD. GREAT IS BAPTISM. ENTER THE WATER AND LIVE. 
JOSEPH AND THE WOODEN CROSS
PHILIP THE MESSENGER SAID, "JOSEPH THE CARPENTER PLANTED A GARDEN OF PARADISE BECAUSE HE NEEDED WOOD FOR HIS TRADE. HE MADE THE CROSS FROM THE TREES HE PLANTED, AND HIS SEED HUNG FROM WHAT HE PLANTED. HIS SEED WAS JESUS, AND THE PLANT WAS THE CROSS." THE TREE OF LIFE IN THE MIDDLE OF THAT GARDEN OF PARADISE IS AN OLIVE TREE, AND FROM THE OLIVE TREE COMES CHRISM, AND FROM THAT OIL COMES THE RESURRECTION. 
THE WORLD EATS BODIES
THE WORLD EATS BODIES, AND EVERYTHING EATEN IN THE WORLD DIES. TRUTH EATS LIFE, BUT NO ONE FED ON TRUTH WILL FIND DEATH. JESUS CAME AND HE CARRIED FOOD, GIVING LIFE TO WHOEVER WANTED IT SO, THEY MIGHT NOT DIE. 
ADAM IN PARADISE
GOD PLANTED A GARDEN, AND HUMANS WERE PLACED IN THE GARDEN. THEY LIVED AMONG MANY TREES WITH THE BLESSING AND IN THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD. THE THINGS IN IT I WILL EAT AS I WISH. HERE IN THIS GARDEN THEY WILL TELL ME, "EAT THIS OR DO NOT EAT THAT, JUST AS YOU WISH." HERE I WILL EAT ALL THINGS, WHERE THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE IS. THAT TREE KILLED ADAM, BUT HERE THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE MADE US ALIVE. THE [SEXUAL] LAW WAS THE TREE. IT HAS THE POWER TO GIVE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. IT DID NOT REMOVE ME FROM EVIL OR SET ME AMONG THE GOOD. IT CREATED DEATH FOR THOSE WHO ATE IT. WHEN THEY SAID, "EAT THIS OR DO NOT EAT THAT," DEATH BEGAN. 
SUPERIORITY OF CHRISM TO BAPTISM
THE CHRISM IS SUPERIOR TO BAPTISM. FROM THE WORD CHRISM WE HAVE BEEN CALLED CHRISTIANS, AND SURELY NOT FROM THE WORD BAPTISM. AND BECAUSE OF THE CHRISM CHRIST HAS HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ANOINTED THE SON [JESUS OR ENOCH], & THE SON [JESUS OR ENOCH] ANOINTED THE MESSENGERS, & THE MESSENGERS ANOINTED US. WHO HAS BEEN ANOINTED POSSESSES EVERYTHING: RESURRECTION, LIGHT, CROSS, HOLY SPIRIT. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] GAVE HIM THIS IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. HE MERELY ACCEPTED THE GIFT. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WAS IN THE SON [JESUS OR ENOCH] & THE SON [JESUS OR ENOCH] IN THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THIS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 
LAUGHING CHRIST
THE LORD SAID IT PERFECTLY: "SOME HAVE ENTERED THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN LAUGHING, AND THEY HAVE COME OUT LAUGHING." THEY DO NOT REMAIN THERE: ONE BECAUSE HE IS NOT A CHRISTIAN, ANOTHER BECAUSE HE LAMENTS HIS LATER ACTS. AS SOON AS CHRIST WENT DOWN INTO THE WATER, HE CAME OUT LAUGHING AT EVERYTHING IN THIS WORLD, NOT BECAUSE HE THOUGHT IT A TRIFLE, BUT OUT OF CONTEMPT. WHOEVER WANTS TO ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN WILL DO SO. WHOEVER DESPISES EVERYTHING OF THIS WORLD, SCORNS IT AS A TRIFLE, WILL EMERGE LAUGHING. SO, WITH THE BREAD AND THE CUP AND THE OIL, FOR ABOVE IS ONE SUPERIOR TO ALL THESE. 
CREATION
THE WORLD CAME INTO BEING THROUGH [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23]. THE AGENT WHO MADE IT WANTED IT TO BE IMPERISHABLE AND IMMORTAL.  HE FAILED. HE CAME UP WITH LESS THAN HIS DESIRE. THE WORLD WAS NEVER INCORRUPTIBLE, NOR WAS ITS MAKER. THINGS ARE NOT IMPERISHABLE, BUT CHILDREN ARE. NOTHING CAN ENDURE THAT IS NOT FIRST A CHILD. WHOEVER CANNOT RECEIVE SURELY WILL BE UNABLE TO GIVE. 
CUP OF PRAYER
THE CUP OF PRAYER HOLDS WINE AND WATER. IT IS APPOINTED FOR THE BLOOD FOR WHICH THANKS IS GIVEN. IT IS FILLED WITH HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] AND IS OF THE PERFECT HUMAN. WHEN WE DRINK, WE DRINK THE PERFECT HUMAN. 
LIVING WATER
THE LIVING WATER IS A BODY. WE MUST PUT ON THE LIVING HUMAN. WHEN YOU GO INTO THE WATER, YOU STRIP NAKED AND PUT ON THE LIVING HUMAN. 
A HORSE SIRES A HORSE
A HORSE SIRES A HORSE, A HUMAN, GIVES BIRTH TO A HUMAN, A GOD ENGENDERS A GOD. COMPARE THE BRIDEGROOM AND THE BRIDE. THEIR CHILDREN WERE BORN IN THE CHAMBER. NO JEW WAS EVER BORN TO GREEK PARENTS AS LONG AS THE WORLD HAS EXISTED. AND AS CHRISTIANS, WE DO NOT DESCEND FROM THE JEWS. THERE, WAS ANOTHER PEOPLE. THESE BLESSED ONES WERE THE CHOSEN ONES, THE CHOSEN PEOPLE OF THE LIVING GOD; AND THEN THE TRUE MAN, THE EARTHLY SON, AND THE SEED OF THE EARTHLY SON. IN THE WORLD THESE ARE THE TRUE PEOPLE. THEY ARE THE ATTENDANTS OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. 
POWER AND WEAKNESS
IN THIS WORLD, POWER AND WEAKNESS MINGLE WHEN MAN AND WOMAN HAVE [CORRUPT] SEX. JOINING IS DIFFERENT IN THE ETERNAL REALM, THOUGH WE USE THE SAME NAMES TO SPEAK OF IT. THERE ARE NAMES BEYOND THE ORDINARY ONES AND STRONGER THAN SHOWY BRUTE STRENGTH. YET ALL IS THE SAME, AND THIS IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO HEARTS OF FLESH. 
KNOWLEDGE OF SELF
SHOULD YOU WHO POSSESS EVERYTHING NOT KNOW YOURSELF? IF YOU DO NOT KNOW YOURSELF, YOU WILL NOT ENJOY WHAT YOU OWN. BUT KNOW YOURSELF AND WHAT YOU HAVE ENJOY. 
GARMENT OF LIGHT
THE PERFECT HUMAN CAN NEITHER BE RESTRAINED NOR SEEN. IF THEY SEE HIM, THEY CAN STOP HIM, SO, THERE IS NO WAY TO GRACE BUT TO PUT ON THE PERFECT LIGHT AND BECOME PERFECT. ALL WHO PUT ON THAT GARMENT WILL ENTER THE KINGDOM [OF LORDSHIP]. THIS IS THE PERFECT LIGHT. WE MUST BECOME PERFECT BEFORE LEAVING THIS WORLD. WHO IS RICH AND HAS NOT THROWN IT OFF WILL NOT SHARE IN THE KINGDOM [OF LORDSHIP] BUT WILL GO AS IMPERFECT INTO THE MIDDLE. ONLY JESUS [CHRIST] KNOWS WHERE THAT WILL END.
THE HOLY PERSON
THE PRIEST [SERGEANT] IS FULLY HOLY, INCLUDING HIS BODY. DOES ONE TAKE BREAD AND MAKE IT HOLY? OR THE CUP OR ANYTHING DRUNK? ARE THEY SANCTIFIED? IF SO, WHY NOT THE BODY TOO? 
BAPTISM AND DEATH
BY PERFECTING THE WATER OF BAPTISM, JESUS EMPTIED IT OF DEATH. WE GO INTO THE WATER BUT NOT INTO DEATH, SO, WE ARE NOT POURED OUT INTO THE WIND OF THE WORLD. WHENEVER THAT WIND BLOWS, WINTER COMES. WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] BREATHES, SUMMER BLOWS IN. 
KNOWLEDGE AND [SEXLESS] LOVE
WHOEVER HAS KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH IS A FREE BEING, BUT THE FREE HUMAN DOESN'T [SEXUALLY] SIN. "WHOEVER [SEXUALLY] SINS, IS THE SLAVE OF [SEXUAL] SIN." TRUTH IS THE MOTHER [VICTORIA], KNOWLEDGE THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THOSE WHO THINK THAT SINNING DOES NOT APPLY TO THEM ARE CALLED FREE BY THE WORLD. KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH CAN MAKE ONE ARROGANT [2ND CORINTHIANS 12:1-10], GIVING MEANING TO THE WORDS "BEING FREE." IT MAKES THEM FEEL SUPERIOR TO THE WORLD. BUT [SEXLESS] LOVE BUILDS UP. WHO IS REALLY FREE THROUGH KNOWLEDGE IS A SLAVE BECAUSE OF [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET ATTAINED THE FREEDOM OF KNOWLEDGE. KNOWLEDGE MAKES THEM CAPABLE OF FREEDOM. [SEXLESS] LOVE NEVER CALLS SOMETHING ITS OWN, YET IT TOO MAY POSSESS THE SAME THING. [SEXLESS] LOVE NEVER SAYS, "THIS IS MINE," OR "THAT IS MINE," BUT "ALL THESE ARE YOURS." 
SPIRITUAL [SEXLESS] FRAGRANCE
SPIRITUAL [SEXLESS] LOVE IS WINE AND FRAGRANCE. THOSE NEARBY ALSO ENJOY IT FROM THOSE WHO ARE ANOINTED. BUT IF THE ANOINTED WITHDRAW AND LEAVE, THEN THOSE UNANOINTED, WHO ARE HANGING AROUND, REMAIN IN THEIR BAD ODOR. THE SAMARITAN GAVE NOTHING BUT WINE AND OIL TO THE WOUNDED. 
ONLY THE OINTMENT. IT HEALED THE WOUNDS, FOR "[SEXLESS] LOVE COVERS A MULTITUDE OF [SEXUAL] SINS."
CHILDREN AND ADULTERY
THE CHILDREN A WOMAN GIVES BIRTH TO RESEMBLE THE MAN WHO [SEXLESS] LOVES HER. IF HER HUSBAND [SEXLESS] LOVES HER, THEN THEY ARE LIKE HER HUSBAND. IF AFFECTIONS, COMES FROM AN ADULTERER, THEN THE CHILDREN ARE LIKE HIM. OFTEN, IF A WOMAN SLEEPS WITH HER HUSBAND OUT OF NEED, WHILE HER HEART IS WITH THE ADULTERER WITH WHOM SHE ALSO HAS SEX, HER CHILD WILL LOOK LIKE THE ADULTERER. YOU WHO LIVE TOGETHER WITH THE SON OF GOD, [SEXLESSLY] LOVE NOT THE WORLD [1ST JOHN 2:15-17] BUT THE LORD, SO, YOUR CHILDREN WILL LOOK NOT LIKE THE WORLD BUT LIKE THE LORD. 
SEX AND SPIRIT
HUMANS [MEN] HAVE SEX WITH HUMANS [WOMEN], HORSES WITH HORSES, DONKEYS WITH DONKEYS. THOSE OF ONE SORT USUALLY LINGER WITH THOSE LIKE THEM. SO, SPIRIT MINGLES WITH SPIRIT AND THOUGHT CONSORTS WITH THOUGHT AND LIGHT SHARES LIGHT. IF YOU ARE BORN A PERSON, A PERSON WILL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU. IF YOU BECOME A SPIRIT, A SPIRIT WILL JOIN WITH YOU. IF YOU BECOME THOUGHT, THOUGHT WILL MINGLE WITH YOU. IF YOU BECOME LIGHT, LIGHT WILL SHARE YOU. IF YOU ARE OF THOSE FROM ABOVE, ONE OF THOSE FROM ABOVE WILL REST IN YOU. IF YOU BECOME A HORSE OR A DONKEY OR BULL OR DOG OR SHEEP OR ANOTHER ANIMAL THAT IS WILD OR TAME, THEN NEITHER A PERSON NOR SPIRIT NOR THOUGHT NOR LIGHT CAN [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU. NONE OF THOSE FROM ABOVE OR WITHIN CAN REST IN YOU, AND YOU HAVE NO PART IN THEM. 
SLAVES AND FREEDOM
THOSE WHO ARE ENSLAVED AGAINST THEIR WILL CAN BE FREE. THOSE WHO ARE FREED BY FAVOR OF A MASTER BUT HAVE SOLD THEMSELVES INTO SLAVERY CAN NO LONGER BE FREE. 
FARMING
FARMING IN THIS WORLD DEMANDS FOUR ELEMENTS. A HARVEST IS COLLECTED AND TAKEN INTO THE BARN AS A RESULT OF WATER, EARTH, WIND, AND LIGHT. GOD'S FARMING ALSO HAS FOUR ELEMENTS: FAITH, HOPE, [SEXLESS] LOVE, AND KNOWLEDGE. FAITH IS OUR EARTH IN WHICH WE TAKE ROOT. HOPE IS THE WATER THROUGH WHICH WE ARE NOURISHED. [SEXLESS] LOVE IS THE WIND THROUGH WHICH WE GROW. KNOWLEDGE IS THE LIGHT THROUGH WHICH WE RIPEN. GRACE EXISTS IN FOUR WAYS: EARTHBORN, HEAVENLY, FROM HIGHEST HEAVEN, AND LIVING IN TRUTH.
BLESSINGS ON ONE WHO NEVER HARMS A SOUL
BLESSINGS ON ONE WHO NEVER HARMS A SOUL. THAT PERSON IS JESUS CHRIST. HE CAME TO THE WHOLE EARTH AND DISTRESSED NO ONE. BLESSINGS ON ONE LIKE HIM, THE PERFECT PERSON. THIS IS THE WORD. TELL US ABOUT THE WORD, SINCE IT IS HARD TO DEFINE. HOW SHALL WE BE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH SUCH A FEAT? HOW WILL HE COMFORT EVERYONE? ESPECIALLY, IT IS IMPROPER TO CAUSE ANYONE DISTRESS, WHETHER THAT PERSON BE GREAT OR SMALL, INFIDEL OR BELIEVER. IT IS IMPROPER TO COMFORT ONLY THOSE WHO ENJOY GOOD DEEDS. SOME FIND IT USEFUL TO COMFORT ONE WHO IS LUCKY. YOU WHO DO GOOD DEEDS CANNOT COMFORT THEM, FOR IT GOES AGAINST YOUR WILL. YOU CANNOT CAUSE THEM DISTRESS, SINCE YOU ARE NOT AFFLICTING THEM. YET YOU WHO ARE LUCKY IN LIFE SOMETIMES CAUSE DISTRESS UNINTENTIONALLY. BUT THE SOURCE IS NOT YOU BUT THE OTHER PERSON'S [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS. WHOEVER HAS THE QUALITIES OF THE PERFECT HUMAN IS HAPPY IN THE GOOD. YET SOME ARE ENORMOUSLY PUT OUT BY THESE DISTINCTIONS. 
A HOUSEHOLDER WITH EVERYTHING
THERE WAS A HOUSEHOLDER WHO HAD EVERY POSSIBLE THING, BE IT SON OR SLAVE OR CATTLE OR DOG OR PIG OR WHEAT OR BARLEY OR CHAFF OR GRASS OR CASTOR OIL OR MEAT OR ACORN. HE WAS SENSIBLE AND KNEW WHAT EACH ONE'S FOOD WAS. HE SERVED CHILDREN BREAD AND MEAT. HE SERVED SLAVES CASTOR OIL AND MEAL. HE THREW BARLEY AND CHAFF AND GRASS TO THE CATTLE. HE THREW BONES TO THE DOGS, AND TO PIGS HE THREW ACORNS AND SCRAPS OF BREAD. COMPARE THE STUDENT OF GOD. IF YOU ARE SENSIBLE, YOU UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF LEARNING. BODILY FORMS WILL NOT DECEIVE YOU, SINCE YOU WILL LOOK AT THE CONDITION OF EACH PERSON'S SOUL AND SPEAK WITH THAT FORM. THERE ARE MANY ANIMALS ON EARTH IN HUMAN FORM. WHEN YOU IDENTIFY THEM, THEN YOU THROW ACORNS TO SWINE, BARLEY AND CHAFF AND GRASS TO CATTLE, AND BONES TO THE DOGS. TO SLAVES YOU WILL GIVE ONLY WHAT IS PRELIMINARY, BUT TO CHILDREN YOU GIVE WHAT IS COMPLETE. 
THE EARTHLY SON AND HIS SON 
THERE IS THE EARTHLY SON, AND THERE IS THE SON OF THE EARTHLY SON. THE LORD IS THE EARTHLY SON, AND THE SON OF THE EARTHLY SON IS HE WHO IS CREATED THROUGH THE EARTHLY SON. THE EARTHLY SON RECEIVED THE CAPACITY TO CREATE FROM GOD. HE ALSO HAD THE ABILITY TO ENGENDER. HE WHO HAS THE ABILITY TO CREATE IS A CREATURE. HE WHO HAS THE ABILITY TO ENGENDER IS AN OFFSPRING. BUT HE WHO CREATES CANNOT ENGENDER. HE WHO ENGENDERS ALSO HAS THE POWER TO CREATE. NOW THEY SAY, "HE WHO CREATES ENGENDERS," BUT HIS SO-CALLED OFFSPRING IS MERELY A CREATURE; THEREFORE, HIS CHILDREN ARE NOT OFFSPRING BUT CREATURES. HE WHO CREATES WORKS OPENLY AND IS VISIBLE. HE WHO ENGENDERS DOES SO IN PRIVATE… 
[SEXLESS] MYSTERY OF UNDEFILED MARRIAGE
NO ONE CAN KNOW WHEN THE HUSBAND AND WIFE HAVE SEX EXCEPT THOSE TWO. MARRIAGE IN THE WORLD IS A MYSTERY FOR THOSE WHO ARE MARRIED. IF THERE IS A HIDDEN [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENT IN THE MARRIAGE, HOW MUCH GREATER IS THE TRUE MYSTERY OF THE [SEXLESS] UNDEFILED MARRIAGE! IT IS NOT FLESHLY BUT PURE. IT BELONGS NOT TO DESIRE BUT TO THE WILL. IT BELONGS NOT TO THE DARKNESS OF THE NIGHT BUT TO THE DAY AND THE LIGHT. IF A MARRIAGE IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, IT HAS BECOME PROSTITUTION, AND THE BRIDE PLAYS THE HARLOT NOT ONLY WHEN IMPREGNATED BY ANOTHER MAN BUT EVEN IF SHE SLIPS OUT OF HER BEDROOM AND IS SEEN. LET HER SHOW HERSELF ONLY TO HER FATHER [STEPHEN] AND HER MOTHER [VICTORIA] AND TO THE FRIEND AND ATTENDANTS OF THE BRIDEGROOM. THEY ARE PERMITTED TO ENTER EVERY DAY INTO THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. BUT LET THE OTHERS YEARN JUST TO LISTEN TO HER VOICE AND TO ENJOY HER FRAGRANT OINTMENTS, AND LET THEM FEED ON THE CRUMBS FALLING FROM THE TABLE, LIKE DOGS. BRIDEGROOMS AND BRIDES BELONG TO THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. NO ONE SHALL BE ABLE TO SEE THE BRIDEGROOM OR BRIDE UNLESS ONE BECOMES A BRIDEGROOM OR BRIDE. 
ABRAHAM'S CIRCUMCISION
WHEN ABRAHAM REJOICED IN SEEING WHAT HE WAS TO SEE, HE CIRCUMCISED THE FLESH OF HIS FORESKIN, TEACHING US THAT IT IS PROPER TO DESTROY THE FLESH. 
HIDDEN PARTS ARE UPRIGHT
AS LONG AS THEY ARE HIDDEN, MOST THINGS IN THE WORLD ARE UPRIGHT AND LIVE. IF THEY ARE REVEALED THEY DIE, AS IS CLEAR BY THE EXAMPLE OF THE VISIBLE PERSON: AS LONG AS THE INTESTINES ARE HIDDEN, A PERSON IS ALIVE. WHEN THE INTESTINES ARE EXPOSED AND COME OUT, THE PERSON WILL DIE. SO, ALSO WITH A TREE. WHILE ITS ROOT IS HIDDEN, IT SPROUTS AND GROWS. IF ITS ROOT IS EXPOSED, THE TREE DRIES UP. SO, IT IS WITH EVERY BIRTH THAT IS IN THE WORLD, NOT ONLY WITH THE REVEALED BUT ALSO THE HIDDEN. AS LONG AS THE ROOT OF [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS IS HIDDEN, IT IS POWERFUL, [BUT NOT UPRIGHT]. BUT WHEN IT IS RECOGNIZED, IT IS DISSOLVED. WHEN IT IS REVEALED, IT PERISHES. THAT IS WHY THE WORD SAYS, "EVEN NOW THE AX LIES SET AGAINST THE ROOT OF THE TREES."IT WILL NOT MERELY CUT—WHAT IS CUT SPROUTS AGAIN—BUT THE AX PENETRATES DEEPLY UNTIL IT BRINGS UP THE ROOT. 
ROOT OF [SEXUAL] EVIL
JESUS PULLED OUT THE ROOT OF THE WHOLE PLACE WHILE OTHERS DID IT ONLY PARTIALLY. AS FOR US, LET EACH ONE DIG DOWN AFTER THE ROOT OF [SEXUAL] EVIL [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10] THAT IS WITHIN US AND PLUCK IT OUT OF OUR HEART FROM THE ROOT. IT WILL BE UPROOTED IF WE RECOGNIZE IT. BUT IF WE ARE IGNORANT OF IT, IT TAKES ROOT IN US AND PRODUCES FRUIT IN OUR HEART. IT MASTERS US. WE ARE ITS SLAVES. IT TAKES US CAPTIVE TO MAKE US DO WHAT WE DO NOT WANT; AND WHAT WE DO WANT WE DO NOT DO. IT IS POWERFUL BECAUSE WE HAVE NOT RECOGNIZED IT. WHILE IT EXISTS, IT IS ACTIVE. 
IGNORANCE
IGNORANCE IS THE MOTHER OF ALL [SEXUAL] EVIL. IGNORANCE WILL EVENTUATE IN DEATH [HOSEA 4:1-10], BECAUSE THOSE WHO COME FROM IGNORANCE NEITHER WERE NOR ARE NOR WILL BE. BUT THOSE WHO ARE IN THE TRUTH WILL BE PERFECT WHEN ALL THE TRUTH IS REVEALED. FOR TRUTH IS LIKE IGNORANCE: WHILE HIDDEN IT RESTS IN ITSELF, BUT WHEN REVEALED AND RECOGNIZED, IT IS PRAISED IN THAT IT IS STRONGER THAN IGNORANCE AND [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. IT GIVES FREEDOM. THE WORD SAID, "IF YOU KNOW THE TRUTH, THE TRUTH WILL MAKE YOU FREE." IGNORANCE IS A SLAVE, KNOWLEDGE IS FREEDOM. IF WE KNOW THE TRUTH, WE SHALL FIND THE FRUITS OF THE TRUTH WITHIN US. IF WE JOIN IT, IT WILL FULFILL US. 
THE STRONG AND WEAK, THE MANIFEST AND HIDDEN
NOW WE HAVE THE MANIFEST THINGS OF CREATION. WE SAY, "THE STRONG ARE THEY WHO ARE HELD IN HIGH REGARD, AND THE OBSCURE ARE THE WEAK WHO ARE DESPISED." CONTRAST THE MANIFEST THINGS OF TRUTH: THEY ARE WEAK AND DESPISED, WHEREAS THE HIDDEN THINGS ARE STRONG AND HELD IN HIGH REGARD. THE MYSTERIES OF TRUTH ARE REVEALED, THOUGH, IN [SEXLESS] TYPE AND [SEXLESS] IMAGE. THE BRIDAL CHAMBER REMAINS HIDDEN. IT IS THE HOLY IN THE HOLY. THE VEIL AT FIRST CONCEALED HOW GOD CONTROLS CREATION, BUT WHEN THE VEIL IS TORN AND THINGS INSIDE ARE REVEALED, THIS HOUSE WILL BE LEFT DESOLATE, OR RATHER IT WILL BE DESTROYED. BUT THE WHOLE INFERIOR GODHEAD WILL NOT FLEE FROM THESE PLACES INTO THE HOLIES OF THE HOLIES, FOR IT CANNOT MIX WITH THE PURE LIGHT AND THE PERFECT FULLNESS. RATHER, IT WILL BE UNDER THE WINGS OF THE CROSS AND UNDER ITS ARMS. THIS ARK WILL BE THE SALVATION OF PEOPLE WHEN THE FLOODWATER SURGES OVER THEM.
[TOP] SECRET OF THE TRUTH
IF SOME BELONG TO THE ORDER OF THE PRIESTHOOD, THEY WILL BE ABLE TO GO WITHIN THE VEIL WITH THE HIGH PRIEST. SO, THE VEIL WAS NOT TORN AT THE TOP, SINCE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN OPEN ONLY TO THOSE ABOVE. NOR WAS IT TORN AT THE BOTTOM, SINCE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN REVEALED ONLY TO THOSE BELOW. BUT IT WAS RENT FROM TOP TO BOTTOM. THOSE ABOVE OPENED TO US WHO ARE BELOW, THAT WE MAY GO IN TO THE [TOP] SECRET OF THE TRUTH. THE TRUTH IS WHAT IS HELD IN HIGH REGARD, SINCE IT IS STRONG. BUT WE SHALL GO IN THERE BY MEANS OF LOWLY TYPES AND FORMS OF WEAKNESS. THEY ARE LOWLY WHEN COMPARED WITH THE PERFECT GLORY. THERE IS GLORY THAT SURPASSES GLORY. THERE IS POWER THAT SURPASSES POWER. THEREFORE, THE PERFECT THINGS HAVE OPENED TO US TOGETHER WITH THE HIDDEN THINGS OF TRUTH. THE HOLIES OF THE HOLIES, HAS BEEN REVEALED, AND THE BRIDAL CHAMBER HAS INVITED US IN. 
THE PERFECT LIGHT
AS LONG AS THE SEED IS HIDDEN, [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS IS INEFFECTUAL [JOHN 8:37-47], BUT IT HAS NOT YET BEEN REMOVED FROM THE MIDST OF THE SEED OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24; 14:26; 15:26; 16:13 & ACTS 6:5, 10, 14-15; 7:55-56]. EVERYONE IS A SLAVE OF [SEXUAL] EVIL. BUT WHEN THE SEED IS REVEALED, THE PERFECT LIGHT WILL FLOW OUT ON EVERYONE. AND ALL THOSE WHO ARE IN THE LIGHT WILL RECEIVE THE CHRISM. THEN THE SLAVES WILL BE FREE AND THE CAPTIVES RANSOMED. "EVERY PLANT THAT MY HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS NOT PLANTED WILL BE UPROOTED." THOSE WHO ARE SEPARATED WILL BE JOINED AND FILLED. EVERYONE WHO ENTERS THE BRIDAL CHAMBER WILL KINDLE THE LIGHT, FOR IT BURNS JUST AS IN MARRIAGES PERFORMED, THOUGH THEY HAPPEN AT NIGHT. THAT FIRE BURNS ONLY AT NIGHT AND IS PUT OUT. YET THE MYSTERIES OF THIS MARRIAGE ARE PERFECTED RATHER IN THE DAY AND THE LIGHT. NEITHER THAT DAY NOR ITS LIGHT EVER SETS. IF YOU BECOME AN ATTENDANT OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER, YOU WILL RECEIVE THE LIGHT. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE IT WHILE IN THOSE PLACES, YOU CANNOT RECEIVE IT IN THE OTHER PLACE. YOU WHO RECEIVE THE LIGHT WILL NOT BE SEEN NOR DETAINED. AND NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO TORMENT YOU EVEN WHILE YOU LIVE IN THE WORLD. AND WHEN YOU LEAVE THE WORLD YOU HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED THE TRUTH IN THE [SEXLESS] IMAGES. THE WORLD HAS BECOME THE ETERNAL REALM, BECAUSE THE ETERNAL REALM IS FULLNESS FOR YOU. THIS IS THE WAY IT IS. IT IS REVEALED TO YOU ALONE, NOT HIDDEN IN THE DARKNESS AND THE NIGHT BUT IN A PERFECT DAY AND A HOLY LIGHT [JOHN 1:6-13]. 
THE PARAPHRASE OF SHEM
ABOUT THE UNCONCEIVED
THE PARAPHRASE ABOUT THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT; WHAT DERDEKEAS REVEALED TO ME, SHEM, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY.
SHEM HAS A VISION
MY THOUGHT, WHICH WAS IN MY BODY, SNATCHED ME AWAY FROM MY RACE. IT TOOK ME UP TO THE TOP OF THE WORLD, WHICH IS CLOSE TO THE LIGHT THAT SHONE UPON THE WHOLE AREA THERE. I SAW NO EARTHLY LIKENESS, BUT THERE WAS LIGHT. AND MY THOUGHT SEPARATED FROM THE BODY OF DARKNESS AS THOUGH IN SLEEP.
DERDEKEAS TELLS SHEM ABOUT THE POWERS OF THE UNIVERSE
I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME, "SHEM, SINCE YOU ARE FROM AN UNMIXED POWER AND YOU ARE THE FIRST BEING UPON THE EARTH, HEAR AND UNDERSTAND WHAT I SHALL SAY TO YOU FIRST CONCERNING THE GREAT POWERS WHO WERE IN EXISTENCE IN THE BEGINNING BEFORE I APPEARED. THERE WAS LIGHT AND DARKNESS, AND THERE WAS SPIRIT [THE SPIRIT ONLY PRESSES TO THE DARKNESS ONCE & IS SEXUALLY CORRUPTED, BUT ANY OTHER TIME FROM ONCE TO INFINITE THE SPIRIT IS SEXLESSLY INCORRUPTIBLE IN ISAIAH 54:17] BETWEEN THEM. SINCE YOUR ROOT FELL INTO FORGETFULNESS—THAT WHICH WAS THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT—I REVEAL TO YOU THE TRUTH ABOUT THE POWERS. THE LIGHT WAS THOUGHT, FULL OF ATTENTIVENESS AND REASON; THEY WERE UNITED INTO ONE FORM. AND THE DARKNESS WAS WIND IN WATERS. HE POSSESSED THE MIND WRAPPED IN CHAOTIC FIRE. AND THE SPIRIT BETWEEN THEM WAS A GENTLE, HUMBLE LIGHT. THESE ARE THE THREE ROOTS. THEY REIGNED EACH IN THEMSELVES, ALONE. AND THEY COVERED EACH OTHER, EACH ONE WITH ITS POWER. "BUT THE LIGHT, SINCE HE POSSESSED GREAT POWER, KNEW THE ABASEMENT OF THE DARKNESS AND HIS [SEXUAL] DISORDER, NAMELY, THAT THE ROOT WAS NOT STRAIGHT. THE CROOKEDNESS OF THE DARKNESS WAS LACK OF PERCEPTION, NAMELY, THE [SEXUAL] ILLUSION THAT THERE IS NO ONE ABOVE HIM. AND AS LONG AS HE WAS ABLE TO RESTRAIN HIS [SEXUAL] EVIL, HE WAS COVERED WITH THE WATER. AND HE STIRRED. AND THE SPIRIT WAS FRIGHTENED BY THE SOUND. HE LIFTED HIMSELF UP TO HIS STATION, AND HE SAW A GREAT, DARK WATER. AND HE WAS NAUSEATED. THE THOUGHT OF THE SPIRIT STARED DOWN; HE SAW THE INFINITE LIGHT. BUT HE WAS OVERLOOKED BY THE PUTRID ROOT. AND BY THE WILL OF THE GREAT LIGHT THE DARK WATER SEPARATED. THE DARKNESS CAME UP WRAPPED IN VILE IGNORANCE, AND THIS WAS IN ORDER THAT THE MIND MIGHT SEPARATE FROM HIM, BECAUSE HE [SEXUALLY] PRIDED HIMSELF IN IT.
DARKNESS SEES THE SPIRIT
"WHEN THE DARKNESS STIRRED, THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT APPEARED TO HIM. WHEN HE, SAW IT, HE WAS [TRULY] ASTONISHED. HE DID NOT KNOW THAT ANOTHER POWER WAS ABOVE HIM, AND WHEN HE SAW THAT HIS LIKENESS WAS DARK COMPARED WITH THE SPIRIT, HE FELT HURT. AND IN HIS PAIN, HE LIFTED UP, ABOVE THE HEIGHT OF THE MEMBERS OF DARKNESS, HIS MIND, WHICH WAS THE EYE OF THE BITTERNESS OF [SEXUAL] EVIL. HE CAUSED HIS MIND TO TAKE SHAPE IN A MEMBER OF THE PORTIONS OF THE SPIRIT, THINKING THAT, BY STARING DOWN AT HIS [SEXUAL] EVIL, HE WOULD BE ABLE TO EQUAL THE SPIRIT. BUT HE WAS NOT ABLE, FOR HE WANTED TO DO AN IMPOSSIBLE THING, AND IT DID NOT TAKE PLACE. BUT IN ORDER THAT THE MIND OF DARKNESS, WHICH IS THE EYE OF THE BITTERNESS OF [SEXUAL] EVIL, MIGHT NOT BE DESTROYED, SINCE HE WAS MADE PARTIALLY SIMILAR, HE AROSE AND SHONE WITH A FIERY LIGHT UPON ALL OF HADES, THAT THE EQUALITY OF THE FAULTLESS LIGHT MIGHT BECOME APPARENT. FOR THE SPIRIT BENEFITED FROM EVERY FORM OF DARKNESS BECAUSE HE APPEARED IN HIS MAJESTY. "AND THE EXALTED, INFINITE LIGHT APPEARED, FOR HE WAS VERY JOYFUL. HE WISHED TO REVEAL HIMSELF TO THE SPIRIT. AND THE LIKENESS OF THE EXALTED LIGHT APPEARED TO THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT. I APPEARED. I AM THE SON OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE, INFINITE LIGHT. I APPEARED IN THE LIKENESS OF THE SPIRIT, FOR I AM THE RAY OF THE UNIVERSAL LIGHT. AND HIS APPEARANCE TO ME WAS IN ORDER THAT THE MIND OF DARKNESS MIGHT NOT REMAIN IN HADES. FOR THE DARKNESS MADE HIMSELF LIKE HIS MIND IN A PORTION OF THE MEMBERS. WHEN I, O SHEM, APPEARED IN THE LIKENESS, SO THAT THE DARKNESS MIGHT BECOME DARK TO HIMSELF, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, AND SO THAT THE DARKNESS MIGHT BECOME DEVOID OF EVERY ASPECT OF THE POWER THAT HE POSSESSED, THE MIND DREW THE CHAOTIC FIRE, WITH WHICH IT WAS COVERED, FROM THE MIDST OF THE DARKNESS AND THE WATER. AND FROM THE DARKNESS THE WATER BECAME A CLOUD, AND FROM THE CLOUD THE WOMB TOOK SHAPE. THE CHAOTIC FIRE, WHICH WAS A DEVIATION, WENT THERE.
DARKNESS EJACULATES MIND INTO THE WOMB OF NATURE
"AND WHEN THE DARKNESS SAW THE WOMB, HE BECAME UNCHASTE. AND WHEN HE HAD AROUSED THE WATER, HE RUBBED THE WOMB. HIS MIND DISSOLVED DOWN TO THE DEPTHS OF NATURE. IT MINGLED WITH THE POWER OF THE BITTERNESS OF DARKNESS. AND THE WOMB'S EYE RUPTURED AT THE WICKEDNESS IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT NOT AGAIN, BRING FORTH THE MIND. FOR IT WAS A SEED OF NATURE FROM THE DARK ROOT. AND WHEN NATURE HAD TAKEN TO HERSELF THE MIND BY MEANS OF THE DARK POWER, EVERY LIKENESS TOOK SHAPE IN HER. AND WHEN THE DARKNESS HAD ACQUIRED THE LIKENESS OF THE MIND, IT RESEMBLED THE SPIRIT. FOR NATURE ROSE UP TO EXPEL IT; SHE WAS POWERLESS AGAINST IT, SINCE SHE DID NOT HAVE A FORM FROM THE DARKNESS. FOR SHE BROUGHT IT FORTH IN THE CLOUD. AND THE CLOUD SHONE. A MIND APPEARED IN IT LIKE A FRIGHTFUL, HARMFUL FIRE. THE MIND COLLIDED AGAINST THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT, SINCE IT POSSESSED A LIKENESS FROM HIM, IN ORDER THAT NATURE MIGHT BECOME EMPTY OF THE CHAOTIC FIRE. AND IMMEDIATELY NATURE WAS DIVIDED INTO FOUR PARTS. THEY BECAME CLOUDS THAT VARIED IN THEIR APPEARANCE. THEY WERE CALLED HYMEN, AFTERBIRTH, POWER, AND WATER. AND THE HYMEN AND THE AFTERBIRTH AND THE POWER WERE CHAOTIC FIRES. AND THE MIND WAS DRAWN FROM THE MIDST OF THE DARKNESS AND THE WATER—SINCE THE MIND WAS IN THE MIDST OF NATURE AND THE DARK POWER—IN ORDER THAT THE HARMFUL WATERS MIGHT NOT CLING TO IT. BECAUSE OF THIS, NATURE WAS DIVIDED, ACCORDING TO MY WILL, IN ORDER THAT THE MIND MAY RETURN TO ITS POWER, WHICH THE DARK ROOT, MIXED WITH THE MIND, HAD TAKEN FROM IT. AND THE DARK ROOT APPEARED IN THE WOMB. AT THE DIVISION OF NATURE, THE DARK ROOT SEPARATED FROM THE DARK POWER, WHICH IT POSSESSED FROM THE MIND. THE MIND WENT INTO THE MIDST OF THE POWER—THIS WAS THE MIDDLE REGION OF NATURE. 
THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT IS IN THE CONFINES OF NATURE
"THE SPIRIT OF LIGHT, WHEN THE MIND BURDENED HIM, WAS ASTONISHED. AND THE FORCE OF HIS ASTONISHMENT CAST OFF THE BURDEN. AND IT RETURNED TO ITS HEAT. IT PUT ON THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT. AND WHEN NATURE MOVED AWAY FROM THE POWER OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT, THE BURDEN RETURNED. AND THE ASTONISHMENT OF THE LIGHT AGAIN, CAST OFF THE BURDEN. IT STUCK TO THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN. AND ALL THE CLOUDS OF DARKNESS CRIED OUT, THEY WHO HAD SEPARATED FROM HADES, BECAUSE OF THE ALIEN POWER. "THIS IS THE SPIRIT OF LIGHT WHO HAS COME IN THEM. AND BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY THE SPIRIT GAZED UP AT THE INFINITE LIGHT, THAT HIS LIGHT MAY BE PITIED AND THE LIKENESS MAY BE BROUGHT UP FROM HADES. AND WHEN THE SPIRIT HAD LOOKED, I FLOWED OUT—I, THE SON OF THE MAJESTY—LIKE A WAVE OF LIGHT AND LIKE A WHIRLWIND OF THE IMMORTAL SPIRIT. AND I BLEW FROM THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN UPON THE ASTONISHMENT OF THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT. THE CLOUD SEPARATED AND CAST LIGHT UPON THE CLOUDS. THESE SEPARATED SO THAT THE SPIRIT MIGHT RETURN. BECAUSE OF THIS THE MIND TOOK SHAPE. ITS REST WAS SHATTERED. FOR THE HYMEN OF NATURE WAS A CLOUD THAT CANNOT BE GRASPED; IT IS A GREAT FIRE. SIMILARLY, THE AFTERBIRTH OF NATURE IS THE CLOUD OF SILENCE; IT IS AN AUGUST FIRE. AND THE POWER THAT WAS MIXED WITH THE MIND—IT, TOO, WAS A CLOUD OF NATURE THAT WAS JOINED WITH THE DARKNESS THAT HAD AROUSED NATURE TO UNCHASTITY. AND THE DARK WATER WAS A FRIGHTFUL CLOUD. AND THE ROOT OF NATURE, WHICH WAS BELOW, WAS CROOKED, SINCE IT IS BURDENSOME AND HARMFUL. THE ROOT WAS BLIND TO THE BOUND LIGHT, WHICH WAS UNFATHOMABLE BECAUSE IT HAD MANY APPEARANCES. 
DERDEKEAS APPEALS ON BEHALF OF THE SPIRIT
"I HAD PITY ON THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT THAT THE MIND HAD RECEIVED. I RETURNED TO MY POSITION TO PRAY TO THE EXALTED, INFINITE LIGHT THAT THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT MIGHT INCREASE THERE AND MIGHT BE FILLED WITHOUT DARK DEFILEMENT. AND REVERENTLY I SAID, YOU, ARE THE ROOT OF THE LIGHT. YOUR HIDDEN FORM HAS APPEARED, O EXALTED, INFINITE ONE. MAY THE WHOLE POWER OF THE SPIRIT SPREAD AND MAY IT BE FILLED WITH ITS LIGHT, O INFINITE LIGHT. THEN HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO JOIN WITH THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT, AND THE POWER OF THE ASTONISHMENT WILL NOT BE ABLE TO MIX WITH NATURE. ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, MY PRAYER WAS ACCEPTED. "AND THE VOICE OF THE WORD WAS HEARD SAYING THROUGH THE MAJESTY OF THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT, 'LOOK, THE POWER HAS BEEN COMPLETED. THE ONE WHO WAS REVEALED BY ME APPEARED IN THE SPIRIT.' "AGAIN, I SHALL APPEAR. I AM DERDEKEAS, THE SON OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE, INFINITE LIGHT. "THE LIGHT OF THE INFINITE SPIRIT CAME DOWN TO FEEBLE NATURE FOR A SHORT TIME UNTIL ALL THE [SEXUAL] IMPURITY OF NATURE BECAME VOID, AND IN ORDER THAT THE DARKNESS OF NATURE MIGHT BE EXPOSED. I PUT ON MY GARMENT, WHICH IS THE GARMENT OF THE LIGHT OF THE MAJESTY—WHICH I AM. I CAME IN THE APPEARANCE OF THE SPIRIT TO CONSIDER THE WHOLE LIGHT, WHICH WAS IN THE DEPTHS OF THE DARKNESS, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, IN ORDER THAT THE SPIRIT BY MEANS OF THE WORD MIGHT BE FILLED WITH HIS LIGHT INDEPENDENTLY OF THE POWER OF THE INFINITE LIGHT. AND AT MY WISH THE SPIRIT AROSE BY HIS OWN POWER. HIS GREATNESS WAS GRANTED TO HIM THAT HE MIGHT BE FILLED WITH HIS WHOLE LIGHT AND DEPART FROM THE WHOLE BURDEN OF THE DARKNESS. FOR WHAT WAS BEHIND WAS A DARK FIRE THAT BLEW AND PRESSED ON THE SPIRIT. AND THE SPIRIT REJOICED BECAUSE HE WAS PROTECTED FROM THE FRIGHTFUL WATER. BUT HIS LIGHT WAS NOT EQUAL TO THE MAJESTY. WHAT HE WAS GRANTED BY THE INFINITE LIGHT WAS GIVEN SO THAT IN ALL HIS MEMBERS HE MIGHT APPEAR AS A SINGLE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF LIGHT. AND WHEN THE SPIRIT AROSE ABOVE THE WATER, HIS DARK LIKENESS BECAME APPARENT. AND THE SPIRIT HONORED THE EXALTED LIGHT: 'SURELY YOU ALONE ARE THE INFINITE ONE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH IN JAMES 1:17], BECAUSE YOU ARE ABOVE EVERY UNCONCEIVED THING, FOR YOU HAVE PROTECTED ME FROM THE DARKNESS. AND AT YOUR WISH I AROSE ABOVE THE POWER OF DARKNESS.' "AND THAT NOTHING MIGHT BE HIDDEN FROM YOU, SHEM, THE THOUGHT, WHICH THE SPIRIT FROM THE GREATNESS HAD CONTEMPLATED, CAME INTO BEING, SINCE THE DARKNESS WAS NOT ABLE TO RESTRAIN HIS [SEXUAL] EVIL. BUT WHEN THE THOUGHT APPEARED, THE THREE ROOTS BECAME KNOWN AS THEY WERE FROM THE BEGINNING. IF THE DARKNESS HAD BEEN ABLE TO RESTRAIN HIS [SEXUAL] EVIL, THE MIND WOULD NOT HAVE SEPARATED FROM HIM, AND ANOTHER POWER WOULD NOT HAVE APPEARED.
DERDEKEAS BRIGHTENS THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT
"BUT FROM THE TIME IT APPEARED I WAS SEEN, THE SON OF THE MAJESTY, THAT THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT MIGHT NOT BECOME FAINT, AND THAT NATURE MIGHT NOT REIGN OVER IT, BECAUSE IT GAZED AT ME. "AND BY THE WILL OF THE GREATNESS MY EQUALITY WAS REVEALED, THAT WHAT IS OF THE POWER MIGHT BECOME APPARENT. YOU ARE THE GREAT POWER THAT CAME INTO BEING, AND I AM THE PERFECT LIGHT THAT IS ABOVE THE SPIRIT AND THE DARKNESS, THE ONE WHO PUTS TO SHAME THE DARKNESS FOR THE [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE OF IMPURE RUBBING. FOR THROUGH THE DIVISION OF NATURE THE MAJESTY WISHED TO BE COVERED WITH HONOR UP TO THE HEIGHT OF THE THOUGHT OF THE SPIRIT. AND THE SPIRIT RECEIVED REST IN HIS POWER. FOR THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE LIGHT IS INSEPARABLE FROM THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT. AND THE [SEXLESS] LAWGIVERS DID NOT NAME HIM AFTER ALL THE CLOUDS OF NATURE, NOR IS IT POSSIBLE TO NAME HIM. FOR EVERY LIKENESS INTO WHICH NATURE HAD DIVIDED IS A POWER OF THE CHAOTIC FIRE, WHICH IS THE MATERIAL SEED. THE ONE WHO TOOK TO HIMSELF THE POWER OF THE DARKNESS IMPRISONED IT IN THE MIDST OF ITS MEMBERS. AND BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, IN ORDER THAT THE MIND AND THE WHOLE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT MIGHT BE PROTECTED FROM EVERY BURDEN AND FROM THE TOIL OF NATURE, A VOICE CAME FORTH FROM THE SPIRIT TO THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN. AND THE LIGHT OF THE ASTONISHMENT BEGAN TO REJOICE WITH THE VOICE THAT WAS GRANTED TO HIM. AND THE GREAT SPIRIT OF LIGHT WAS IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN. HE HONORED THE INFINITE LIGHT AND THE UNIVERSAL LIKENESS, WHO I AM, THE SON OF THE MAJESTY, SAYING, ANASSES DUSES, YOU ARE THE INFINITE LIGHT WHO WAS GIVEN BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY TO ESTABLISH EVERY LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT UPON THE PLACE, AND TO SEPARATE THE MIND FROM THE DARKNESS. FOR IT WAS NOT RIGHT FOR THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT TO REMAIN IN HADES. FOR AT YOUR WISH THE SPIRIT AROSE TO BEHOLD YOUR GREATNESS.' 
DERDEKEAS DISTURBS THE POWERS OF NATURE
"FOR I SAID THESE THINGS TO YOU, SHEM, THAT YOU MIGHT KNOW THAT MY LIKENESS, THE SON OF THE MAJESTY, IS FROM MY INFINITE THOUGHT, SINCE I AM FOR HIM A UNIVERSAL LIKENESS THAT DOES NOT LIE, AND I AM ABOVE EVERY TRUTH AND AM THE ORIGIN OF THE WORD. HIS APPEARANCE IS IN MY BEAUTIFUL GARMENT OF LIGHT, WHICH IS THE VOICE OF THE IMMEASURABLE THOUGHT. WE ARE THAT SINGLE, SOLE LIGHT THAT CAME INTO BEING. HE APPEARED IN ANOTHER ROOT IN ORDER THAT THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT MIGHT BE RAISED FROM FEEBLE NATURE. FOR BY THE WILL OF THE GREAT LIGHT I CAME FORTH FROM THE EXALTED SPIRIT DOWN TO THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN WITHOUT MY UNIVERSAL GARMENT. "AND THE WORD TOOK ME TO HIMSELF, FROM THE SPIRIT, IN THE FIRST CLOUD OF THE HYMEN OF NATURE. AND I PUT ON THIS OF WHICH THE MAJESTY AND THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT MADE ME WORTHY. AND THE THREEFOLD UNITY OF MY GARMENT APPEARED IN THE CLOUD, BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, IN A SINGLE FORM. AND MY LIKENESS WAS COVERED WITH THE LIGHT OF MY GARMENT. AND THE CLOUD WAS DISTURBED, AND IT WAS NOT ABLE TO TOLERATE MY LIKENESS. IT SHED THE FIRST POWER, WHICH IT HAD TAKEN FROM THE SPIRIT—THAT WHICH SHONE ON HIM FROM THE BEGINNING, BEFORE I APPEARED IN THE WORD TO THE SPIRIT. THE CLOUD WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO TOLERATE BOTH OF THEM. AND THE LIGHT THAT CAME FORTH FROM THE CLOUD PASSED THROUGH SILENCE UNTIL IT CAME INTO THE MIDDLE REGION. AND BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, THE LIGHT MIXED WITH HIM, THAT IS, THE SPIRIT THAT EXISTS IN SILENCE, WHICH HAD BEEN SEPARATED FROM THE SPIRIT OF LIGHT. IT WAS SEPARATED FROM THE LIGHT BY THE CLOUD OF SILENCE. THE CLOUD WAS DISTURBED. IT WAS HE WHO GAVE REST TO THE FLAME OF FIRE. HE HUMBLED THE DARK WOMB THAT SHE MIGHT NOT REVEAL OTHER SEED FROM THE DARKNESS. HE KEPT THEM BACK IN THE MIDDLE REGION OF NATURE IN THEIR POSITION, WHICH WAS IN THE CLOUD. THEY WERE TROUBLED BECAUSE THEY DID NOT KNOW WHERE THEY WERE. FOR STILL THEY DO NOT POSSESS THE UNIVERSAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE SPIRIT. "AND WHEN I PRAYED TO THE MAJESTY, TOWARD THE INFINITE LIGHT, THAT THE CHAOTIC POWER OF THE SPIRIT MIGHT GO TO AND FRO, AND THE DARK WOMB MIGHT BE BARREN, AND THAT MY LIKENESS MIGHT APPEAR IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN, AS IF I WERE WRAPPED IN THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT THAT WENT BEFORE ME, AND BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY AND THROUGH THE PRAYER, I CAME IN THE CLOUD IN ORDER THAT THROUGH MY GARMENT—WHICH WAS FROM THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT—THE PLEROMA OF THE WORD MIGHT BRING POWER TO THE MEMBERS WHO POSSESSED IT IN THE DARKNESS. FOR BECAUSE OF THEM I APPEARED IN THIS INSIGNIFICANT PLACE. FOR I AM A HELPER OF EVERYONE WHO HAS BEEN GIVEN A NAME. WHEN I APPEARED IN THE CLOUD, THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT BEGAN TO SAVE ITSELF FROM THE FRIGHTFUL WATER, AND FROM THE CLOUDS OF FIRE THAT HAD BEEN SEPARATED FROM DARK NATURE. AND I GAVE THEM ETERNAL HONOR THAT THEY MIGHT NOT AGAIN ENGAGE IN THE IMPURE [SEXUAL] RUBBING. "AND THE LIGHT THAT WAS IN THE HYMEN WAS DISTURBED BY MY POWER, AND IT PASSED THROUGH MY MIDDLE REGION. IT WAS FILLED WITH THE UNIVERSAL THOUGHT. AND THROUGH THE WORD OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT IT RETURNED TO ITS REST. IT RECEIVED FORM IN ITS ROOT AND SHONE WITHOUT DEFICIENCY. AND THE LIGHT THAT HAD COME FORTH WITH IT FROM SILENCE WENT IN THE MIDDLE REGION AND RETURNED TO THE PLACE. AND THE CLOUD SHONE. AND FROM IT CAME AN UNQUENCHABLE FIRE. AND THE PORTION THAT SEPARATED FROM THE ASTONISHMENT PUT ON FORGETFULNESS. IT WAS DECEIVED BY THE FIRE OF DARKNESS. AND THE SHOCK OF ITS ASTONISHMENT CAST OFF THE BURDEN OF THE CLOUD. IT WAS EVIL, SINCE IT WAS UNCLEAN. AND THE FIRE MIXED WITH THE WATER SO THAT THE WATERS MIGHT BECOME HARMFUL. "NATURE, WHICH HAD BEEN DISTURBED, IMMEDIATELY AROSE FROM THE IDLE WATERS. FOR HER ASCENT WAS SHAMEFUL. AND NATURE TOOK TO HERSELF THE POWER OF FIRE.  SHE BECAME STRONG BECAUSE OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT THAT WAS IN NATURE. HER LIKENESS APPEARED IN THE WATER IN THE FORM OF A FRIGHTFUL BEAST WITH MANY FACES, WHICH IS CROOKED BELOW. A LIGHT WENT DOWN TO CHAOS FILLED WITH MIST AND DUST, IN ORDER TO HARM NATURE. AND THE LIGHT OF ASTONISHMENT IN THE MIDDLE REGION CAME TO IT AFTER HE CAST OFF THE BURDEN OF THE DARKNESS. HE REJOICED WHEN THE SPIRIT AROSE. FOR HE LOOKED FROM THE CLOUDS DOWN AT THE DARK WATERS UPON THE LIGHT THAT WAS IN THE DEPTHS OF NATURE. "SO, I APPEARED THAT I MIGHT GET AN OPPORTUNITY TO GO DOWN TO THE NETHER WORLD, TO THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT THAT WAS BURDENED, THAT I MIGHT PROTECT HIM FROM THE [SEXUAL] EVIL OF THE BURDEN. AND THROUGH HIS LOOKING DOWN AT THE DARK REGION THE LIGHT ONCE MORE CAME UP, THAT THE WOMB MIGHT AGAIN COME UP FROM THE WATER. THE WOMB CAME UP BY MY WILL. GUILEFULLY, THE EYE OPENED. AND THE LIGHT, WHICH HAD APPEARED IN THE MIDDLE REGION AND WHICH HAD SEPARATED FROM THE ASTONISHMENT, RESTED AND SHONE UPON HER. AND THE WOMB SAW THINGS SHE HAD NOT SEEN BEFORE, AND SHE REJOICED JOYFULLY IN THE LIGHT, ALTHOUGH THIS ONE THAT APPEARED IN THE MIDDLE REGION, IN HER WICKEDNESS, IS NOT HERS. WHEN THE LIGHT SHONE UPON HER, AND THE WOMB SAW THINGS SHE HAD NOT SEEN, AND SHE WAS BROUGHT DOWN TO THE WATER, SHE WAS THINKING THAT SHE HAD REACHED THE POWER OF LIGHT. AND SHE DID NOT KNOW THAT HER ROOT WAS MADE IDLE BY THE LIKENESS OF THE LIGHT, AND THAT IT WAS TO THE ROOT THAT HE HAD RUN.
THE LIGHT PRAYS FOR MERCY
"THE LIGHT WAS ASTONISHED, THE ONE THAT WAS IN THE MIDDLE REGION AND THAT WAS BEGINNING AND END. THEREFORE, HIS THOUGHT GAZED DIRECTLY UP AT THE EXALTED LIGHT. AND HE CALLED OUT AND SAID, 'LORD, HAVE MERCY ON ME, FOR MY LIGHT AND MY EFFORT WENT ASTRAY. FOR IF YOUR GOODNESS DOES NOT ESTABLISH ME, I DO NOT KNOW WHERE I AM.' AND WHEN THE MAJESTY HAD HEARD HIM, HE HAD MERCY ON HIM. "AND I APPEARED IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN, IN SILENCE, WITHOUT MY HOLY GARMENT. WITH MY WILL I HONORED MY GARMENT, WHICH HAS THREE FORMS IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN. AND THE LIGHT THAT WAS IN SILENCE, THE ONE FROM THE REJOICING POWER, CONTAINED ME. I WORE IT. AND ITS TWO PARTS APPEARED IN A SINGLE FORM. ITS OTHER PARTS DID NOT APPEAR ON ACCOUNT OF THE FIRE. I BECAME UNABLE TO SPEAK IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN, FOR ITS FIRE WAS FRIGHTFUL, LIFTING ITSELF UP WITHOUT DIMINISHING. AND SO THAT MY GREATNESS AND THE WORD MIGHT APPEAR, I PLACED LIKEWISE MY OTHER GARMENT IN THE CLOUD OF SILENCE. I WENT INTO THE MIDDLE REGION AND PUT ON THE LIGHT THAT WAS IN IT, THAT WAS SUNK IN FORGETFULNESS AND THAT WAS SEPARATED FROM THE SPIRIT OF ASTONISHMENT, FOR HE HAD CAST OFF THE BURDEN. AT MY WISH, NOTHING MORTAL APPEARED TO HIM, BUT THEY WERE ALL IMMORTAL THINGS THAT THE SPIRIT GRANTED TO HIM. AND HE SAID IN THE MIND OF THE LIGHT, 'AI EIS AI OU PHAR DOUIA EI OU, I HAVE COME IN GREAT REST IN ORDER THAT HE MAY GIVE REST TO MY LIGHT IN HIS ROOT, AND MAY BRING IT OUT OF HARMFUL NATURE.'
DERDEKEAS DONS A FIERY GARMENT AND HAS SEX WITH NATURE
"THEN, BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, I TOOK OFF MY GARMENT OF LIGHT. I PUT ON ANOTHER GARMENT OF FIRE, WHICH HAS NO FORM, WHICH IS FROM THE MIND OF THE POWER, WHICH WAS SEPARATED, AND WHICH WAS PREPARED FOR ME, ACCORDING TO MY WILL, IN THE MIDDLE REGION. FOR THE MIDDLE REGION COVERED IT WITH A DARK POWER THAT I MIGHT COME AND PUT IT ON. I WENT DOWN TO CHAOS TO SAVE THE WHOLE LIGHT FROM IT. FOR WITHOUT THE POWER OF DARKNESS I COULD NOT OPPOSE NATURE. WHEN I CAME INTO NATURE, SHE WAS NOT ABLE TO TOLERATE MY POWER. BUT I RESTED MYSELF UPON HER STARING EYE, WHICH WAS A LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT. FOR IT HAD BEEN PREPARED FOR ME AS A GARMENT AND REST BY THE SPIRIT. THROUGH ME, HE OPENED HIS EYES DOWN TO HADES. HE GRANTED NATURE HIS VOICE FOR A TIME. "AND MY GARMENT OF FIRE, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, WENT DOWN TO WHAT IS STRONG, AND TO THE UNCLEAN [SEXUAL] PORTION OF NATURE THAT THE POWER OF DARKNESS WAS COVERING. AND MY GARMENT RUBBED NATURE IN HER COVERING. AND HER UNCLEAN [SEXUAL] FEMININITY WAS STRONG. AND THE WRATHFUL WOMB CAME UP AND MADE THE MIND DRY, RESEMBLING A FISH THAT HAS A DROP OF FIRE AND A POWER OF FIRE. AND WHEN NATURE HAD CAST OFF THE MIND, SHE WAS TROUBLED AND WEPT. WHEN SHE WAS HURT, AND IN HER TEARS, SHE CAST OFF THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT AND REMAINED AS I AM. I PUT ON THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT AND RESTED WITH MY GARMENT ON ACCOUNT OF THE SIGHT OF THE FISH. AND THAT THE [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF NATURE MIGHT BE CONDEMNED [DAMNED], SINCE SHE IS BLIND, MANIFOLD ANIMALS CAME OUT OF HER, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NUMBER OF THE FLEETING WINDS. ALL OF THEM CAME INTO BEING IN HADES, SEARCHING FOR THE LIGHT OF THE MIND THAT TOOK SHAPE. THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO STAND UP AGAINST IT. I REJOICED OVER THEIR IGNORANCE. 
DERDEKEAS FOOLS NATURE, AND CREATION BEGINS
"THEY FOUND ME, THE SON OF THE MAJESTY, IN FRONT OF THE WOMB THAT HAS MANY FORMS. I PUT ON THE BEAST AND LAID BEFORE HER A GREAT REQUEST THAT HEAVEN AND EARTH MIGHT COME INTO BEING, SO THAT THE WHOLE LIGHT MIGHT RISE UP. FOR IN NO OTHER WAY COULD THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT BE SAVED FROM BONDAGE EXCEPT THAT I APPEAR TO HER IN ANIMAL FORM. THEREFORE, SHE WAS GRACIOUS TO ME AS IF I WERE HER SON. AND ON ACCOUNT OF MY REQUEST, NATURE AROSE, SINCE SHE POSSESSES THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT AND THE DARKNESS AND THE FIRE. FOR SHE HAD TAKEN OFF HER FORMS. WHEN SHE HAD CAST IT OFF, SHE BLEW UPON THE WATER. THE HEAVEN WAS CREATED. AND FROM THE FOAM OF HEAVEN THE EARTH CAME INTO BEING. AND AT MY WISH IT BROUGHT FORTH ALL KINDS OF FOOD IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NUMBER OF THE BEASTS. AND IT BROUGHT FORTH DEW FROM THE WINDS ON ACCOUNT OF YOU AND THOSE WHO WILL BE CONCEIVED THE SECOND TIME UPON THE EARTH. FOR THE EARTH POSSESSED A POWER OF CHAOTIC FIRE. THEREFORE, IT BROUGHT FORTH EVERY SEED. AND WHEN THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH WERE CREATED, MY GARMENT OF FIRE AROSE IN THE MIDST OF THE CLOUD OF NATURE AND SHONE UPON THE WHOLE WORLD UNTIL NATURE BECAME DRY. THE DARKNESS THAT WAS THE EARTH'S GARMENT WAS CAST INTO THE HARMFUL WATERS. THE MIDDLE REGION WAS CLEANSED FROM THE DARKNESS. BUT THE WOMB GRIEVED BECAUSE OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED. SHE PERCEIVED, IN HER PARTS, WATER LIKE A MIRROR. WHEN SHE PERCEIVED IT, SHE WONDERED HOW IT HAD COME INTO BEING. THEREFORE, SHE REMAINED A WIDOW. IT ALSO WAS ASTONISHED THAT IT WAS NOT IN HER. FOR STILL THE FORMS POSSESSED A POWER OF FIRE AND LIGHT. THE POWER REMAINED, THAT IT MIGHT BE IN NATURE UNTIL ALL THE POWERS ARE TAKEN AWAY FROM HER. FOR JUST AS THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT WAS COMPLETED IN THREE CLOUDS, IT IS NECESSARY ALSO THAT THE POWER THAT IS IN HADES BE COMPLETED AT THE APPOINTED TIME. FOR, BECAUSE OF THE GRACE OF THE MAJESTY, I CAME FORTH TO HER FROM THE WATER FOR THE SECOND TIME. FOR MY FACE PLEASED HER. HER FACE ALSO WAS GLAD. 
DERDEKEAS COMMANDS NATURE TO GIVE BIRTH
"AND I SAID TO HER, 'MAY SEED AND POWER COME FORTH FROM YOU UPON THE EARTH.' AND SHE OBEYED THE WILL OF THE SPIRIT THAT SHE MIGHT BE BROUGHT TO NAUGHT. AND WHEN HER FORMS RETURNED, THEY RUBBED THEIR TONGUES WITH EACH OTHER AND COPULATED [HAD SEXUAL INTERCOURSE]; THEY PRODUCED WINDS AND DEMONS AND THE POWER THAT IS FROM THE FIRE AND THE DARKNESS AND THE SPIRIT. BUT THE FORM THAT REMAINED ALONE CAST THE BEAST FROM HERSELF. SHE DID NOT HAVE [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE, BUT SHE WAS THE ONE WHO RUBBED HERSELF ALONE [MASTURBATED]. AND SHE BROUGHT FORTH A WIND THAT POSSESSED A POWER FROM THE FIRE AND THE DARKNESS AND THE SPIRIT. "AND IN ORDER THAT THE DEMONS ALSO MIGHT BECOME DEVOID OF THE POWER THAT THEY POSSESSED THROUGH THE IMPURE [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE, A WOMB WAS WITH THE WINDS RESEMBLING WATER. AND AN UNCLEAN [SEXUAL] PENIS WAS WITH THE DEMONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE [ETERNAL] EXAMPLE OF THE DARKNESS [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S [THE MALE YAHWEH] TOP ETERNAL INVINCIBLE, IMPREGNABLE, INVULNERABLE & IMMUNE HEDGE TO DEAL WITH THE 1 FEMALE ONLY ONCE BECAUSE NO MALE CAN BREAK THROUGH WITH THE LADY STEPHANIE VICTORIA’S [THE FEMALE YAHWEH] TOP ETERNAL INVINCIBLE, IMPREGNABLE, INVULNERABLE & IMMUNE HEDGE THAT NO MALE & NO FEMALE CAN BREAK THROUGH BECAUSE SHE WILL NEVER ETERNALLY DIE, BUT WILL ENDURE ETERNAL PURGATORY FOR A ETERNAL SANCTIFICATION IN THE NEW UNIVERSE IN PROVERBS 8:22-29 ABOVE THE HIGHER THAN MOST HIGHEST TOP WAR IN LORDSHIP AT THE TOP 100.0001% ONLY IN ASLEEP [ZZZZZZ] IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 7:60 IN THE NEW UNIVERSE IN THE CLUSTERED-FUCKED MOUNTAIN OF SEXUAL CORRUPTION AT THE SEXUALLY CORRUPTED LADY STEPHANIE VICTORIA AS THE SUPREME GREAT WITCH’S OWN SIDE ONCE THAT IS ETERNALLY UNESTABLISHED [TOP BIBLICAL MAFIA] IN THE SEXUAL APPROVAL ONCE ONLY IN 100.0001% ETERNAL DISAGREEMENT IN ROMANS 1:32 BEING ETERNALLY SEXUALLY CORRUPTED FROM THE SEXUALLY CORRUPTED LORD SATAN LUCIFER AS THE SUPREME GREAT DEVIL’S OWN FUCKING COMMUNICATION IN JAMES 3:14-16; 4:1-6 IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN PROVERBS 8:30-31 & THE SEXLESS INCORRUPTIBLE LADY STEPHANIE VICTORIA AS THE SUPREME LADY OF KINGDOM’S OWN SIDE ONCE THAT IS ETERNALLY ESTABLISHED IN THE SEXLESS APPROVAL ONCE IN 100.0001% ETERNAL AGREEMENT TO INFINITE APPROVAL IN 100.0001% ETERNAL AGREEMENT IN ROMANS 1:20 IN THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S OWN SEXLESS COMMUNICATION IN JAMES 3:13, 17-18; 4:7-10 & 1ST PETER 5:5-11 ON THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER FOREVER ENDLESSLY [TOP BIBLICAL MAFIA] IN PROVERBS 8:22-29 VERSES THE CLUSTERED MOUNTAIN OF SEXLESS INCORRUPTION AT THE SEXLESS INCORRUPTIBLE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH AS THE SUPREME LORD OF KINGDOM’S OWN SIDE ONCE THAT IS ETERNALLY ESTABLISHED FOREVER ENDLESSLY [TOP BIBLICAL MAFIA] IN HIS OWN SEXLESS COMMUNICATION IN JAMES 3:13, 17-18; 4:7-10 & 1ST PETER 5:5-11 IN PROVERBS 8:22-29 TO THE TOP WAR IN HELL, THIS WORLD, EARTH/HEAVEN & LORDSHIP AT 100.0000% ONLY IN ASLEEP [ZZZZZZ] IN ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 7:60 IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE IN REVELATION 12:7-12 CONCERNS THE LADY VICTORIA/LORD LUCIFER WITH HIS FALLEN SEXUAL WATCHERS GREW SEXUAL DICKS WHEN THEY UNLAWFULLY, ILLEGALLY & UNAUTHORITATIVELY BECAME THE SEXUAL NEPHILIM IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED ONCE IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 BECAUSE OF RESISTING ARREST IN REVELATION 20:1-3 & IMMEDIATELY CAST DOWN TO THE 1ST SEXUAL FORMER UNIVERSE THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED FOREVER ENDLESSLY IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 BECAUSE OF RESISTING ARREST IN REVELATION 20:7-15 BY THE LORD ENOCH CHRIST IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IN THE 1ST SEXUAL FORMER UNIVERSE & THE FALLEN SEXUAL SONS OF GOD GREW SEXUAL DICKS WHEN THEY UNLAWFULLY, ILLEGALLY & UNAUTHORITATIVELY BECAME THE SEXUAL GIANTS ETERNALLY ARRESTED ONCE IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 BECAUSE OF RESISTING ARREST IN THE 1ST SEXUAL FORMER UNIVERSE IN REVELATION 20:1-3 BY THE LORD BARABBAS CHRIST ONCE IN THE SEXUAL APPROVAL ONCE [LIAR] OR THE SEXUAL MONEY APPROVAL ONCE [THIEF] AS A THIEF & A LIAR THAT IS LOCKED-UP IN ZECHARIAH 5:1-4; MALACHI 3:8-12; ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23; 1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10; REVELATION 3:3; 16:15 & ACTS 7:51-53 WHICH MEANS IF YOU ARE SEXUAL, SINFUL & GUILTY [ETERNAL LIARS IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 2ND CORINTHIANS 11:11-15 & 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10] IN SATANIC/BABYLONIAN EVIL/GOOD FROM THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD & EVIL, YOUR ANCESTORS & DESCENDANTS ARE THE FALLEN SEXUAL WATCHERS IN THE BEGINNING IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 ONLY IN THE 1ST SEXUAL FORMER UNIVERSE THAT ALWAYS ULTIMATELY ENDS IN LORD BARABBAS CHRIST’S ETERNAL DEATH ONCE IN EVERY FACET FOR ALL THAT INITIALLY BROUGHT FORTH THE 1ST SEXLESS FORMER UNIVERSE AFTERWARDS, EXCEPT FOR THE LORD ENOCH CHRIST THAT NEVER ETERNALLY DIES, BUT WILL ENDURE ETERNAL PURGATORY FOR A ETERNAL SANCTIFICATION FROM THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE TO THE NEW UNIVERSE VERSES THE LADY VICTORIA/LORD ENOCH WITH HIS STANDING SEXLESS WATCHERS GREW SEXLESS DICKS WHEN THEY LAWFULLY, LEGALLY & AUTHORITATIVELY BECAME THE SEXLESS NEPHILIM IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE BY THE LORD ENOCH CHRIST THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED ONCE IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 TO BE SAVED IN REVELATION 4:1-5:14 & THE STANDING SEXLESS SONS OF GOD GREW SEXLESS DICKS WHEN THEY LAWFULLY, LEGALLY & AUTHORITATIVELY BECAME THE SEXLESS GIANTS IN THE 1ST SEXLESS FORMER UNIVERSE THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED FOREVER ENDLESSLY IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 TO BE SAVED IN REVELATION 21:1-22:21 BY THE LORD STEVE CHRIST ONCE OR THE SEXLESS APPROVAL ONCE [TRUTH] TO INFINITE OR THE SEXLESS MONEY APPROVAL ONCE [THIEF] TO INFINITE AS A THIEF & THE TRUTH THAT IS LOCKED-UP IN ZECHARIAH 5:1-4; MALACHI 3:8-12; ROMANS 1:20; REVELATION 3:3; 16:15 & ACTS 7:60 WHICH MEANS IF YOU ARE SEXLESS, SINLESS & GUILTLESS [ETERNAL TRUTH SPEAKERS IN ROMANS 3:4; TITUS 1:1-2; HEBREWS 6:17-20 & 1ST JOHN 3:9] IN MESSIANIC EVIL/GOOD FROM THE TREE OF LIFE OR THE BURNING BUSH, YOUR ANCESTORS & DESCENDANTS ARE THE STANDING SEXLESS WATCHERS IN THE BEGINNING IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 1ST SEXLESS FORMER UNIVERSE TO THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE THAT ALWAYS ULTIMATELY ENDS IN LORD STEVE CHRIST’S ETERNAL DEATH ONCE TO THE LORD STEVE CHRIST’S ETERNAL LIFE INFINITELY IN EVERY FACET FOR ALL THAT INITIALLY BROUGHT FORTH THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE AFTERWARDS, WHICH ALL THESE THINGS CONCERNS 10 DAYS (NIGHT & DAY) TO RECEIVE THE CROWN OF LIFE ON SUNDAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT TO THE TOP PINNACLE IN PALESTINE IN JERUSALEM, ISRAEL IN THE ULTIMATE BEGINNING IN PROVERBS 8:22 OR SUNDAY NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT TO THE TOP PINNACLE IN THE USA IN FLORENCE, SC IN THE ULTIMATE ENDING IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 IN REVELATION 2:10], AND IN THE WAY, HE RUBBED [THE DICK PENETRATED THE PUSSY] WITH THE WOMB [THE UNLAWFULLY, ILLEGALLY & UNAUTHORITATIVELY SEXUAL SINFUL & GUILTY WOMB [ETERNAL LIARS IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 2ND CORINTHIANS 11:11-15 & 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10] IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 ONLY IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED ONCE IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 BECAUSE OF RESISTING ARREST IN REVELATION 20:1-3 & THE 1ST SEXUAL FORMER UNIVERSE THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED FOREVER ENDLESSLY IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 BECAUSE OF RESISTING ARREST IN REVELATION 20:7-15 BY THE LADY VICTORIA CHRIST [BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] IN THE SEXUAL APPROVAL ONCE [LIAR] OR THE SEXUAL MONEY APPROVAL ONCE [THIEF] AS A THIEF & A LIAR THAT IS LOCKED-UP IN ZECHARIAH 5:1-4; MALACHI 3:8-12; ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23; 1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10; REVELATION 3:3; 16:15 & ACTS 7:51-53 VERSES THE LAWFULLY, LEGALLY & AUTHORITATIVELY SEXLESS, SINLESS & GUILTLESS WOMB [ETERNAL TRUTH SPEAKERS IN ROMANS 3:4; TITUS 1:1-2; HEBREWS 6:17-20 & 1ST JOHN 3:9] IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED ONCE IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-2; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 TO BE SAVED IN REVELATION 4:1-5:14 & IN THE 1ST SEXLESS FORMER UNIVERSE THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED FOREVER ENDLESSLY IN ISAIAH 54:17; ROMANS 13:1-10; EPHESIANS 4:6 & ACTS 9:1-9; 22:1-10; 26:1-18; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 TO BE SAVED IN REVELATION 21:1-22:21 BY THE LADY VICTORIA CHRIST [PENTECOST & THE GREAT VIRGIN] IN THE SEXLESS APPROVAL ONCE [TRUTH] TO INFINITE OR THE SEXLESS MONEY APPROVAL ONCE [THIEF] TO INFINITE [THIEF] AS A THIEF & THE TRUTH THAT IS LOCKED-UP IN ZECHARIAH 5:1-4; MALACHI 3:8-12; ROMANS 1:20; REVELATION 3:3; 16:15 & ACTS 7:60 IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 1ST SEXLESS FORMER UNIVERSE TO THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE, WHICH ALL THESE THINGS CONCERNS 10 DAYS (NIGHT & DAY) TO RECEIVE THE CROWN OF LIFE ON SUNDAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT TO THE TOP PINNACLE IN PALESTINE IN JERUSALEM, ISRAEL IN THE ULTIMATE BEGINNING IN PROVERBS 8:22 OR SUNDAY NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT TO THE TOP PINNACLE IN THE USA IN FLORENCE, SC IN THE ULTIMATE ENDING IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 IN REVELATION 2:10] FROM THE BEGINNING. AND AFTER THE FORMS OF NATURE HAD BEEN TOGETHER, THEY SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER. THEY CAST OFF THE POWER, BEING ASTONISHED ABOUT THE [SEXUAL] DECEIT THAT HAD HAPPENED TO THEM. THEY GRIEVED WITH AN ETERNAL GRIEF. THEY COVERED THEMSELVES WITH THEIR POWER. "AND WHEN I HAD PUT THEM TO SHAME, I AROSE WITH MY GARMENT IN THE POWER—WHICH IS ABOVE THE BEAST, WHICH IS A LIGHT—IN ORDER THAT I MIGHT MAKE NATURE DESOLATE. THE MIND THAT HAD APPEARED IN THE NATURE OF DARKNESS, AND THAT WAS THE EYE OF DARKNESS, AT MY WISH REIGNED OVER THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS. AND I GAVE HIM A LIKENESS OF FIRE, LIGHT, AND ATTENTIVENESS, AND A SHARE OF GUILELESS REASON. THEREFORE, HE WAS GIVEN OF THE GREATNESS IN ORDER TO BE STRONG IN HIS POWER, INDEPENDENT OF THE POWER, INDEPENDENT OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT AND [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE OF DARKNESS, IN ORDER THAT, AT THE END OF TIME, WHEN NATURE WILL BE DESTROYED, HE MAY REST IN THE HONORED PLACE. FOR HE WILL BE FOUND FAITHFUL, SINCE HE HAS LOATHED THE UNCHASTITY OF [SEXUAL] NATURE WITH THE DARKNESS. THE STRONG POWER OF THE MIND CAME INTO BEING FROM THE MIND AND THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT. BUT THE WINDS, WHICH ARE DEMONS FROM WATER AND FIRE AND DARKNESS AND LIGHT, HAD [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE UNTO PERDITION. AND THROUGH THIS [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE THE WINDS RECEIVED IN THEIR WOMB FOAM FROM THE [SEXUAL] PENIS OF THE DEMONS. THEY CONCEIVED A POWER IN THEIR WOMB. FROM THE BREATHING, THE WOMBS OF THE WINDS GIRDED EACH OTHER UNTIL THE TIMES OF THE BIRTH CAME. THEY WENT DOWN TO THE WATER. AND THE POWER WAS DELIVERED, THROUGH THE BREATHING THAT CAUSES THE BIRTH, IN THE MIDST OF THE RUBBING. AND EVERY FORM OF THE BIRTH RECEIVED SHAPE IN IT. WHEN THE TIMES OF THE BIRTH WERE NEAR, ALL THE WINDS WERE GATHERED FROM THE WATER THAT IS NEAR THE EARTH. THEY GAVE BIRTH TO ALL KINDS OF UNCHASTITY. AND THE PLACE WHERE THE WIND ALONE WENT WAS PERMEATED WITH UNCHASTITY. BARREN WIVES CAME FROM IT AND STERILE HUSBANDS. FOR JUST AS THEY ARE BORN, SO THEY BEAR.
DEMONS BRING THE FLOOD AND THE TOWER OF BABEL
"BECAUSE OF YOU, THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE SPIRIT APPEARED IN THE EARTH AND THE WATER. FOR YOU ARE LIKE THE LIGHT. YOU POSSESS A SHARE OF THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS AND A THOUGHT FROM THE LIGHT OF THE POWER OF THE ASTONISHMENT. FOR EVERYTHING THAT HE BROUGHT FORTH FROM THE WOMB UPON THE EARTH WAS NOT A GOOD THING FOR HER, BUT IT WAS HER GROAN AND HER PAIN, BECAUSE OF THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE THAT APPEARED IN YOU FROM THE SPIRIT [AND NOT THE DEMONS]. FOR YOU ARE EXALTED IN YOUR HEART. AND IT IS A BLESSING, SHEM, IF A PORTION IS GIVEN TO SOMEONE AND HE DEPARTS FROM THE SOUL TO GO TO THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT. FOR THE SOUL IS A BURDEN TO THE DARKNESS, AND THOSE WHO KNOW WHERE THE ROOT OF THE SOUL CAME FROM WILL BE ABLE TO GROPE AFTER NATURE ALSO. FOR THE SOUL IS A WORK OF UNCHASTITY AND AN OBJECT OF SCORN TO THE THOUGHT OF LIGHT. FOR I AM THE ONE WHO REVEALED CONCERNING ALL THAT IS UNCONCEIVED. "AND SO THAT THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF NATURE MIGHT BE FILLED, I MADE THE WOMB, WHICH WAS DISTURBED, PLEASANT—THE BLIND WISDOM—THAT I MIGHT BE ABLE TO BRING IT TO NAUGHT. AND AT MY WISH, HE PLOTTED WITH THE WATER OF DARKNESS AND ALSO THE DARKNESS, THAT THEY MIGHT WOUND EVERY FORM OF YOUR HEART. FOR BY THE WILL OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT THEY SURROUNDED YOU; THEY BOUND YOU IN FAITH. AND SO THAT HIS MIND MIGHT BECOME IDLE, HE SENT A DEMON, THAT THE [SEXUAL] PLAN OF HER WICKEDNESS MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED. AND HE CAUSED A FLOOD, AND HE DESTROYED YOUR RACE, TO TAKE THE LIGHT AND TO TAKE AWAY FROM FAITH. BUT I PROCLAIMED QUICKLY BY THE MOUTH OF THE DEMON THAT A TOWER COME TO BE UP TO THE PARTICLE OF LIGHT, WHICH WAS LEFT IN THE DEMONS AND THEIR RACE—WHICH WAS WATER—THAT THE DEMON MIGHT BE PROTECTED FROM THE TURBULENT CHAOS. AND THE WOMB PLANNED THESE THINGS ACCORDING TO MY WILL, THAT SHE MIGHT POUR FORTH COMPLETELY. A TOWER CAME TO BE THROUGH THE DEMONS. THE DARKNESS WAS DISTURBED BY HIS LOSS. HE LOOSENED THE MUSCLES OF THE WOMB. AND THE DEMON WHO WAS GOING TO ENTER THE TOWER WAS PROTECTED SO THAT THE RACES MIGHT CONTINUE AND MIGHT ACQUIRE COHERENCE THROUGH HIM. FOR HE POSSESSES POWER FROM EVERY FORM. "RETURN HENCEFORTH, O SHEM, AND REJOICE GREATLY OVER YOUR RACE AND FAITH, FOR WITHOUT BODY AND NECESSITY IT IS PROTECTED FROM EVERY BODY OF DARKNESS, BEARING WITNESS TO THE HOLY THINGS OF THE GREATNESS THAT WERE REVEALED TO THEM IN THEIR THOUGHT BY MY WILL. AND THEY SHALL REST IN THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT WITHOUT GRIEF. BUT YOU, SHEM, BECAUSE OF THIS, YOU REMAINED IN THE BODY OUTSIDE THE CLOUD OF LIGHT, THAT YOU MIGHT REMAIN WITH FAITH. AND FAITH WILL COME TO YOU. HER THOUGHT WILL BE TAKEN AND GIVEN TO YOU WITH A CONSCIOUSNESS OF LIGHT. I TOLD YOU THESE THINGS FOR THE BENEFIT OF YOUR RACE FROM THE CLOUD OF LIGHT. AND LIKEWISE, WHAT I SHALL SAY TO YOU CONCERNING EVERYTHING, I SHALL REVEAL TO YOU COMPLETELY, THAT YOU MAY REVEAL IT TO THOSE WHO WILL BE UPON THE EARTH THE SECOND TIME.
A DISTURBANCE UNDOES THE POWER OF NATURE
"O SHEM, THE DISTURBANCE THAT OCCURRED AT MY WISH HAPPENED SO THAT NATURE MIGHT BECOME EMPTY. FOR THE WRATH OF THE DARKNESS SUBSIDED. O SHEM, THE MOUTH OF DARKNESS WAS SHUT. NO LONGER DOES THE LIGHT THAT SHONE FOR THE WORLD APPEAR IN IT, ACCORDING TO MY WILL. AND WHEN NATURE HAD SAID THAT ITS WISH WAS FULFILLED, THEN EVERY FORM WAS ENGULFED BY THE WATERS IN PRIDEFUL IGNORANCE. NATURE TURNED HER DARK VAGINA AND CAST FROM HER THE POWER OF FIRE, WHICH WAS IN HER FROM THE BEGINNING THROUGH THE RUBBING OF THE DARKNESS. IT LIFTED ITSELF UP AND SHONE UPON THE WHOLE WORLD INSTEAD OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE. AND ALL HER FORMS SENT FORTH A POWER LIKE A FLAME OF FIRE UP TO HEAVEN AS A HELP TO THE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED LIGHT, WHICH HAD LIFTED ITSELF UP. FOR THEY WERE MEMBERS OF THE CHAOTIC FIRE. AND SHE DID NOT KNOW THAT SHE HAD HARMED HERSELF. WHEN SHE CAST FORTH THE POWER, THE POWER THAT SHE POSSESSED, SHE CAST IT FORTH FROM THE GENITALS. THE DEMON, WHO IS A [SEXUAL] DECEIVER, STIRRED UP THE WOMB IN EVERY FORM. "AND IN HER IGNORANCE, AS IF SHE WERE DOING A GREAT THING, SHE GRANTED THE DEMONS AND THE WINDS A STAR EACH. FOR WITHOUT WIND AND STAR NOTHING HAPPENS UPON THE EARTH. FOR EVERY POWER IS FILLED BY THEM AFTER THEY WERE RELEASED FROM THE DARKNESS AND THE FIRE AND THE POWER AND THE LIGHT. FOR IN THE PLACE WHERE THEIR DARKNESS AND THEIR FIRE WERE MIXED WITH EACH OTHER, BEASTS WERE BROUGHT FORTH. AND IN THE PLACE OF THE DARKNESS AND THE FIRE, AND THE POWER OF THE MIND, AND THE LIGHT, HUMAN BEINGS CAME INTO EXISTENCE. BEING FROM THE SPIRIT, THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT, MY EYE, DOES NOT EXIST IN EVERY PERSON. FOR BEFORE THE FLOOD CAME FROM THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS, RAIN CAME TO PEOPLE. BUT THEN, IN ORDER THAT THE POWER THAT IS IN THE TOWER MIGHT BE BROUGHT FORTH AND MIGHT REST UPON THE EARTH, NATURE, WHICH HAD BEEN DISTURBED, WANTED TO HARM THE SEED THAT WILL BE UPON THE EARTH AFTER THE FLOOD. DEMONS WERE SENT TO THEM, AND A DEVIATION OF THE WINDS, AND A BURDEN OF THE ANGELS, AND A FEAR OF THE PROPHET, A CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] OF SPEECH, THAT I MAY TEACH YOU, O SHEM, FROM WHAT BLINDNESS YOUR RACE IS PROTECTED. WHEN I HAVE REVEALED TO YOU ALL THAT HAS BEEN SPOKEN, THEN THE RIGHTEOUS ONE WILL SHINE UPON THE WORLD WITH MY GARMENT. AND NIGHT AND DAY WILL BE SEPARATED. FOR I SHALL HASTEN DOWN TO THE WORLD TO TAKE THE LIGHT OF THAT PLACE, THE ONE THAT FAITH POSSESSES. AND I SHALL APPEAR TO THOSE WHO WILL ACQUIRE THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT. FOR BECAUSE OF THEM MY MAJESTY APPEARED.
SODOM, CITY OF GNOSIS, IS UNJUSTLY BURNED
"WHEN HE WILL HAVE APPEARED, O SHEM, UPON THE EARTH, IN THE PLACE THAT WILL BE CALLED SODOM [THE 2ND SODOM DIFFERENT FROM THE 1ST SODOM & GOMORRAH], THEN SAFEGUARD THE INSIGHT THAT I SHALL GIVE YOU. FOR THOSE WHOSE HEART WAS PURE WILL CONGREGATE TO YOU, BECAUSE OF THE WORD THAT YOU WILL REVEAL. FOR WHEN YOU APPEAR IN THE WORLD, DARK NATURE WILL SHAKE AGAINST YOU, TOGETHER WITH THE WINDS AND A DEMON, THAT THEY MAY DESTROY THE INSIGHT. BUT YOU, PROCLAIM QUICKLY TO THE SODOMITES YOUR UNIVERSAL TEACHING, FOR THEY ARE YOUR MEMBERS. FOR THE DEMON OF HUMAN FORM WILL PART FROM THAT PLACE BY MY WILL, SINCE HE IS IGNORANT. HE WILL GUARD THIS UTTERANCE. BUT THE SODOMITES, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, WILL BEAR WITNESS TO THE UNIVERSAL TESTIMONY. THEY WILL REST WITH A PURE CONSCIENCE IN THE PLACE OF THEIR REPOSE, WHICH IS THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT. AND AS THESE THINGS WILL HAPPEN, SODOM WILL BE BURNED UNJUSTLY BY A BASE NATURE. FOR THE [SEXUAL] EVIL WILL NOT CEASE IN ORDER THAT YOUR MAJESTY MAY REVEAL THAT PLACE. "THEN THE DEMON WILL DEPART WITH FAITH. AND THEN HE WILL APPEAR IN THE FOUR REGIONS OF THE WORLD. AND WHEN FAITH APPEARS IN THE LAST LIKENESS, THEN WILL HER APPEARANCE BECOME MANIFEST. FOR THE FIRSTBORN IS THE DEMON WHO APPEARED IN THE [SEXUAL] UNION OF NATURE WITH MANY FACES, THAT FAITH MIGHT APPEAR IN HIM. FOR WHEN HE APPEARS IN THE WORLD, EVIL [SEXUAL] PASSIONS WILL ARISE, AND EARTHQUAKES, AND WARS, AND FAMINES, AND BLASPHEMIES. FOR BECAUSE OF HIM THE WHOLE WORLD WILL BE DISTURBED. HE WILL SEEK THE POWER OF FAITH AND LIGHT; HE WILL NOT FIND IT. FOR AT THAT TIME THE OTHER DEMON WILL APPEAR UPON THE RIVER TO BAPTIZE WITH AN IMPERFECT BAPTISM, AND TO TROUBLE THE WORLD WITH A [SEXUAL] BONDAGE OF WATER. BUT IT IS NECESSARY FOR ME TO APPEAR IN THE MEMBERS OF THE THOUGHT OF FAITH TO REVEAL THE GREAT THINGS OF MY POWER. I SHALL SEPARATE IT FROM THE DEMON, WHO IS SOLDAS. AND THE LIGHT THAT HE POSSESSES FROM THE SPIRIT I SHALL MIX WITH MY INVINCIBLE GARMENT, AS WELL AS HIM WHOM I SHALL REVEAL IN THE DARKNESS FOR YOUR SAKE AND FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR RACE, WHICH WILL BE PROTECTED FROM THE [SEXUAL] EVIL DARKNESS.
THE LITANY [PRAYER]
"KNOW, O SHEM, THAT WITHOUT ELORCHAIOS AND AMOIAS AND STROPHAIAS AND CHELKEAK AND CHELKEA AND ELAIOS, NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO PASS BY THIS [SEXUALLY] WICKED REGION. FOR THIS IS MY TESTIMONY, THAT THROUGH IT I HAVE BEEN VICTORIOUS OVER THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED REGION. AND I HAVE TAKEN THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT FROM THE FRIGHTFUL WATER. FOR WHEN THE APPOINTED DAYS OF THE DEMON—HE WHO WILL [SEXUALLY] BAPTIZE ERRINGLY—DRAW NEAR, THEN I SHALL APPEAR IN THE BAPTISM OF THE DEMON TO REVEAL WITH THE MOUTH OF FAITH A TESTIMONY TO THOSE WHO BELONG TO HER. I TESTIFY OF YOU, SPARK, UNQUENCHABLE, OSEI, THE ELECT OF THE LIGHT, THE EYE OF HEAVEN, AND FAITH, THE FIRST AND THE LAST, AND SOPHIA, AND SAPHAIA, AND SAPHAINA, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SPARK, AND THE IMPURE LIGHT. AND YOU, EAST, AND WEST, AND NORTH, AND SOUTH, UPPER AIR AND LOWER AIR, AND ALL THE POWERS AND AUTHORITIES, YOU ARE IN CREATION. AND YOU, MOLUCHTHA AND SOCH, ARE FROM EVERY WORK AND EVERY IMPURE EFFORT OF [SEXUAL] NATURE. "THEN I SHALL COME THROUGH THE DEMON DOWN TO THE WATER. AND WHIRLPOOLS OF WATER AND FLAMES OF FIRE WILL RISE UP AGAINST ME. THEN I SHALL COME UP FROM THE WATER, HAVING PUT ON THE LIGHT OF FAITH AND THE UNQUENCHABLE FIRE, THAT THROUGH MY HELP THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT MAY CROSS OVER, SHE WHO HAS BEEN CAST IN THE WORLD BY THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS AND THE STARS. AND IN THEM EVERY UNCHASTITY WILL BE FILLED. "FINALLY, O SHEM, CONSIDER YOURSELF PLEASING IN THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT. DO NOT LET YOUR THOUGHT HAVE DEALINGS WITH THE FIRE AND THE BODY OF DARKNESS, WHICH WAS AN UNCLEAN [SEXUAL] WORK. THESE THINGS THAT I TEACH YOU ARE RIGHT.
THE PARAPHRASE
"THIS IS THE PARAPHRASE: FOR YOU DID NOT REMEMBER THAT IT IS FROM THE [SEXLESS] FIRMAMENT THAT YOUR RACE HAS BEEN PROTECTED. ELORCHAIOS IS THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIGHT, THE PLACE FROM WHICH I HAVE COME, THE WORD THAT HAS NO EQUAL. AND THE LIKENESS IS MY HONORED GARMENT. AND DERDEKEAS IS THE NAME OF HIS WORD IN THE VOICE OF THE LIGHT. AND STROPHAIA IS THE BLESSED GLANCE, WHICH IS THE SPIRIT. AND CHELKEACH IS MY GARMENT, WHO HAS COME FROM THE ASTONISHMENT, WHO WAS IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN THAT APPEARED AS A CLOUD WITH THREE FORMS. AND CHELKEA IS MY GARMENT THAT HAS TWO FORMS, HE WHO WAS IN THE CLOUD OF SILENCE. AND CHELKE IS MY GARMENT THAT WAS GIVEN HIM FROM EVERY REGION; IT WAS GIVEN HIM IN A SINGLE FORM FROM THE GREATNESS, AND HE WAS IN THE CLOUD OF THE MIDDLE REGION. AND THE STAR OF THE LIGHT THAT WAS MENTIONED IS MY INVINCIBLE GARMENT, WHICH I WORE IN HADES; THIS, THE STAR OF THE LIGHT, IS THE MERCY THAT SURPASSES THE THOUGHT AND THE TESTIMONY OF THOSE WHO BEAR WITNESS. AND THE TESTIMONY WAS MENTIONED: THE FIRST AND THE LAST, FAITH, THE MIND OF THE WIND OF DARKNESS. AND SOPHAIA AND SAPHAINA ARE IN THE CLOUD OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SEPARATED FROM THE CHAOTIC FIRE. AND THE RIGHTEOUS SPARK IS THE CLOUD OF LIGHT THAT HAS SHONE IN YOUR MIDST. FOR IN THE CLOUD OF LIGHT MY GARMENT WILL GO DOWN TO CHAOS. BUT THE IMPURE LIGHT, A POWER, APPEARED IN THE DARKNESS AND BELONGS TO DARK NATURE. AND THE UPPER AIR AND THE LOWER AIR, AND THE POWERS AND THE AUTHORITIES, THE DEMONS AND THE STARS, THESE POSSESSED A PARTICLE OF FIRE AND A LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT. AND MOLUCHTHAS IS A WIND, FOR WITHOUT IT NOTHING IS BROUGHT FORTH UPON THE EARTH. HE HAS A LIKENESS OF A SERPENT AND A UNICORN. HIS PROTRUSIONS ARE MANIFOLD WINGS. AND THE REMAINDER IS THE WOMB THAT HAS BEEN DISTURBED. 
THE BLESSING OF SHEM AND THE PEOPLE OF SPIRIT
"YOU ARE BLESSED, SHEM, FOR YOUR RACE HAS BEEN PROTECTED FROM THE DARK WIND, WHICH IS MANY-FACED. AND THEY WILL BEAR WITNESS TO THE UNIVERSAL TESTIMONY AND TO THE IMPURE [SEXUAL] RUBBING OF NATURE. AND THEY WILL BECOME HIGHER OF MIND BY REMEMBERING THE LIGHT. "O SHEM, NO ONE WHO WEARS THE BODY WILL BE ABLE TO COMPLETE THESE THINGS. BUT THROUGH REMEMBRANCE HE WILL BE ABLE TO GRASP THEM, IN ORDER THAT, WHEN HIS MIND SEPARATES FROM THE BODY, THESE THINGS MAY THEN BE REVEALED TO HIM. THEY HAVE BEEN REVEALED TO YOUR RACE. O SHEM, IT IS DIFFICULT FOR SOMEONE WEARING A BODY TO COMPLETE THESE THINGS, AS I SAID TO YOU. AND IT IS A SMALL NUMBER THAT WILL COMPLETE THEM, THOSE WHO POSSESS THE PARTICLE OF THE MIND AND THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT. THEY WILL KEEP THEIR MIND FROM THE IMPURE [SEXUAL] RUBBING. FOR MANY IN THE RACE OF NATURE WILL SEEK THE SECURITY OF THE POWER. THEY WILL NOT FIND IT, NOR WILL THEY BE ABLE TO DO THE WILL OF FAITH. FOR THEY ARE SEED OF THE UNIVERSAL DARKNESS. THEY WILL BE FOUND IN MUCH SUFFERING. THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS WILL HATE THEM. AND THE BONDAGE OF THE BODY IS SEVERE. FOR WHERE THE WINDS, AND THE STARS, AND THE DEMONS ARE CAST OUT FROM THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT, THERE REPENTANCE AND TESTIMONY COME UPON THEM, AND MERCY WILL LEAD THEM TO THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT. AND THOSE WHO ARE REPENTANT WILL FIND REST IN THE CONSUMMATION AND FAITH, IN THE PLACE OF THE HYMEN. THIS IS THE FAITH THAT WILL FILL THE PLACE THAT HAS BEEN LEFT EMPTY. BUT THOSE WHO DO NOT SHARE IN THE SPIRIT OF LIGHT AND IN FAITH WILL DISSOLVE IN THE DARKNESS, THE PLACE WHERE REPENTANCE DID NOT COME. "IT IS I WHO OPENED THE ETERNAL GATES THAT WERE SHUT FROM THE BEGINNING. TO THOSE WHO LONG FOR THE BEST OF LIFE, AND THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY OF REST, HE REVEALED THEM. I GRANTED PERCEPTION TO THOSE WHO PERCEIVE. I DISCLOSED TO THEM ALL THE THOUGHTS AND THE TEACHING OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONES. AND I DID NOT BECOME THEIR ENEMY AT ALL. BUT WHEN I HAD ENDURED THE WRATH OF THE WORLD, I WAS VICTORIOUS. THERE WAS NOT ONE OF THEM WHO KNEW ME. THE GATES OF FIRE AND ENDLESS SMOKE OPENED AGAINST ME. ALL THE WINDS ROSE UP AGAINST ME. THE THUNDERINGS AND THE LIGHTNING FLASHES FOR A TIME WILL RISE UP AGAINST ME. AND THEY WILL BRING THEIR WRATH UPON ME. AND ON ACCOUNT OF ME, WITH REGARD TO THE FLESH, THEY WILL RULE OVER THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR RACE. 
IMPURE BAPTISM LEADS TO [SEXUAL] BONDAGE
"AND MANY WHO WEAR ERRING FLESH WILL GO DOWN TO THE HARMFUL WATERS THROUGH THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS. AND THEY ARE BOUND BY THE WATER. AND THE WATER WILL HEAL WITH A FUTILE REMEDY. IT WILL LEAD ASTRAY, AND IT WILL BIND THE WORLD. AND THOSE WHO DO THE WILL OF NATURE...TWO TIMES IN THE DAY OF THE WATER AND THE FORMS OF NATURE. AND IT WILL NOT BE GRANTED THEM, WHEN FAITH DISTURBS THEM TO TAKE TO HERSELF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE. "O SHEM, IT IS NECESSARY THAT THE THOUGHT BE CALLED BY THE WORD SO THE BONDAGE OF THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT MAY BE SAVED FROM THE FRIGHTFUL WATER. AND IT IS BLESSEDNESS IF IT IS GRANTED SOMEONE TO CONTEMPLATE WHAT IS EXALTED, AND TO KNOW THE EXALTED TIME AND THE BONDAGE. FOR THE WATER IS AN INSIGNIFICANT BODY. AND PEOPLE ARE NOT RELEASED BECAUSE THEY ARE BOUND IN THE WATER, JUST AS FROM THE BEGINNING THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT WAS BOUND. "O SHEM, THEY ARE DECEIVED BY MANIFOLD DEMONS, THINKING THAT THROUGH BAPTISM WITH THE UNCLEANNESS OF WATER, WHICH IS DARK, FEEBLE, IDLE, AND DISTURBING, THE WATER WILL TAKE AWAY [SEXUAL] SINS. AND THEY DO NOT KNOW THAT FROM THE WATER TO THE WATER THERE IS [SEXUAL] BONDAGE, [SEXUAL] ERROR, [SEXUAL] UNCHASTITY, [SEXUAL] ENVY, [SEXUAL] MURDER, [SEXUAL] ADULTERY, [SEXUAL] FALSE WITNESS, [SEXUAL] HERESIES, [SEXUAL] ROBBERIES, [SEXUAL] LUSTS, [SEXUAL] BABBLINGS, [SEXUAL] WRATH, [SEXUAL] BITTERNESS [IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0], THEREFORE, THERE ARE MANY DEATHS THAT BURDEN THEIR THOUGHTS. FOR I FORETELL IT TO THOSE WHO HAVE UNDERSTANDING. THEY WILL REFRAIN FROM THE IMPURE [SEXUAL] BAPTISM. AND THOSE WHO HAVE UNDERSTANDING FROM THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT WILL NOT HAVE DEALINGS WITH THE IMPURE [SEXUAL] RUBBING. AND THEIR HEART WILL NOT GROW FAINT, NOR WILL THEY CURSE, NOR WILL THEY GIVE HONOR TO THE WATER. WHERE THE [SEXUAL] CURSE IS, THERE IS THE [SEXUAL] DEFICIENCY. AND THE BLINDNESS IS WHERE THE HONOR IS. FOR IF THEY MIX WITH THE EVIL ONES, THEY BECOME EMPTY IN THE DARK WATER. WHERE THE WATER HAS BEEN MENTIONED, THERE IS NATURE, AND THE OATH, AND THE LIE, AND THE LOSS. FOR ONLY IN THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT, WHERE THE EXALTED LIGHT RESTED, HAS THE WATER NOT BEEN MENTIONED, NOR CAN IT BE MENTIONED. "FOR THIS IS MY APPEARANCE: WHEN I HAVE COMPLETED THE TIMES THAT ARE ASSIGNED TO ME UPON THE EARTH, THEN I WILL CAST FROM ME MY GARMENT OF FIRE. AND MY UNEQUALLED GARMENT WILL SHINE FORTH UPON ME, AND ALL MY OTHER GARMENTS THAT I PUT ON IN ALL THE CLOUDS THAT WERE FROM THE ASTONISHMENT OF THE SPIRIT. FOR THE AIR WILL TEAR MY GARMENT. MY GARMENT WILL SHINE, AND IT WILL DIVIDE ALL THE CLOUDS UP TO THE ROOT OF THE LIGHT. REST IS THE MIND AND MY GARMENT. AND MY REMAINING GARMENTS, THOSE ON THE LEFT AND THOSE ON THE RIGHT, WILL SHINE ON THE BACK IN ORDER THAT THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE LIGHT MAY APPEAR. FOR IN THE LAST DAY MY GARMENTS THAT I PUT ON IN THE THREE CLOUDS WILL REST IN THEIR ROOT, THAT IS, IN THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT, SINCE THEY ARE WITHOUT [SEXUAL] FAULT, THROUGH THE DIVISION OF THE CLOUDS. THEREFORE, I HAVE APPEARED, FAULTLESS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE CLOUDS, BECAUSE THEY ARE UNEQUAL, THAT THE WICKEDNESS OF NATURE MIGHT BE ENDED. FOR SHE WISHED AT THAT TIME TO SNARE ME. SHE WAS ABOUT TO RESTRAIN SOLDAS, WHO IS THE DARK FLAME, WHO WAS SET ON HIGH, ON THE TREE OF ERROR, THAT IT MIGHT SNARE ME. SHE TOOK CARE OF HER FAITH, BEING VAINGLORIOUS.
REBOUEL IS BEHEADED
"AND AT THAT TIME THE LIGHT WAS ABOUT TO SEPARATE FROM THE DARKNESS, AND A VOICE WAS HEARD IN THE WORLD, SAYING, 'BLESSINGS ON THE EYE THAT HAS SEEN YOU AND THE MIND THAT HAS SUPPORTED YOUR MAJESTY AT MY DESIRE.' IT WILL BE SAID BY THE EXALTED ONE, 'BLESSINGS ON REBOUEL AMONG EVERY RACE OF PEOPLE, FOR IT IS YOU ALONE WHO HAVE SEEN.' AND SHE WILL LISTEN. AND THEY WILL BEHEAD THE WOMAN WHO HAS THE PERCEPTION, WHOM YOU WILL REVEAL UPON THE EARTH. AND ACCORDING TO MY WILL, SHE WILL BEAR WITNESS, AND SHE WILL CEASE FROM EVERY VAIN EFFORT OF NATURE AND CHAOS. FOR THE WOMAN WHOM THEY WILL BEHEAD AT THAT TIME IS THE SUPPORT OF THE POWER OF THE DEMON WHO WILL BAPTIZE THE SEED OF DARKNESS IN SEVERITY, THAT THE SEED MAY MIX WITH UNCHASTITY. HE BEGOT A WOMAN. SHE WAS CALLED REBOUEL. "SEE, O SHEM, HOW ALL THE THINGS I HAVE SAID TO YOU HAVE BEEN FULFILLED AND THE THINGS THAT YOU LACK, ACCORDING TO MY WILL, WILL APPEAR TO YOU AT THAT PLACE UPON THE EARTH, THAT YOU MAY REVEAL THEM AS THEY ARE. DO NOT LET YOUR THOUGHT HAVE DEALINGS WITH THE BODY. FOR I HAVE SAID THESE THINGS TO YOU, THROUGH THE VOICE OF THE FIRE, FOR I ENTERED THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE CLOUDS. AND I SPOKE ACCORDING TO THE LANGUAGE OF EACH ONE. THIS IS MY LANGUAGE THAT I SPOKE TO YOU. AND IT WILL BE TAKEN FROM YOU. AND YOU WILL SPEAK WITH THE VOICE OF THE WORLD UPON THE EARTH. AND IT WILL APPEAR TO YOU WITH THAT APPEARANCE AND VOICE, AND ALL THAT I HAVE SAID TO YOU. HENCEFORTH PROCEED WITH FAITH TO SHINE IN THE DEPTHS OF THE WORLD." 
SHEM RETURNS FROM HIS ECSTATIC JOURNEY
AND I, SHEM, AWOKE AS IF FROM A DEEP SLEEP. I MARVELED WHEN I RECEIVED THE POWER OF THE LIGHT AND HIS WHOLE THOUGHT. AND I PROCEEDED WITH FAITH TO SHINE WITH ME. AND THE RIGHTEOUS ONE FOLLOWED US WITH MY INVINCIBLE GARMENT. AND ALL THAT HE HAD TOLD ME WOULD HAPPEN UPON THE EARTH HAPPENED. NATURE WAS HANDED OVER TO FAITH, THAT FAITH MIGHT OVERTURN HER AND THAT NATURE MIGHT STAND IN THE DARKNESS. SHE PRODUCED A TURNING MOTION WHILE WANDERING NIGHT AND DAY, NOT GETTING REST WITH THE SOULS. THESE THINGS COMPLETED HER [SEXLESS] DEEDS. THEN I REJOICED IN THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT. I CAME FORTH FROM THE DARKNESS AND WALKED IN FAITH WHERE THE FORMS OF NATURE ARE, UP TO THE TOP OF THE EARTH, TO THE THINGS THAT ARE PREPARED. YOUR FAITH IS UPON THE EARTH THE WHOLE DAY. FOR ALL NIGHT AND DAY, SHE SURROUNDS NATURE TO TAKE TO HERSELF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE. FOR NATURE IS BURDENED, AND SHE IS [SEXUALLY] TROUBLED. FOR NONE WILL BE ABLE TO OPEN THE FORMS OF THE WOMB EXCEPT THE MIND ALONE WHO WAS ENTRUSTED WITH THEIR LIKENESS. FOR FRIGHTFUL IS THEIR LIKENESS OF THE TWO FORMS OF NATURE, THE ONE THAT IS BLIND. BUT THEY WHO HAVE A FREE CONSCIENCE REMOVE THEMSELVES FROM THE BABBLING OF NATURE. FOR THEY WILL BEAR WITNESS TO THE UNIVERSAL TESTIMONY; THEY WILL STRIP OFF THE BURDEN OF DARKNESS; THEY WILL PUT ON THE WORD OF THE LIGHT; AND THEY WILL NOT BE KEPT BACK IN THE INSIGNIFICANT PLACE. AND WHAT THEY POSSESS FROM THE POWER OF THE MIND THEY WILL GIVE TO FAITH. THEY WILL BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT GRIEF. AND THE CHAOTIC FIRE THAT THEY POSSESS THEY WILL LEAVE IN THE MIDDLE REGION OF NATURE. AND THEY WILL BE RECEIVED BY MY GARMENTS, WHICH ARE IN THE CLOUDS. IT IS THEY WHO GUIDE THEIR MEMBERS. THEY WILL REST IN THE SPIRIT WITHOUT SUFFERING. AND BECAUSE OF THIS, THE APPOINTED TERM OF FAITH APPEARED UPON THE EARTH FOR A SHORT TIME, UNTIL THE DARKNESS IS TAKEN AWAY FROM HER, AND HER TESTIMONY IS REVEALED THAT WAS REVEALED BY ME. THEY, WHO WILL PROVE TO BE FROM HER ROOT, WILL STRIP OFF THE DARKNESS AND THE CHAOTIC FIRE. THEY WILL PUT ON THE LIGHT OF THE MIND AND BEAR WITNESS. FOR ALL THAT I HAVE SAID MUST HAPPEN. 
THE FINAL DESOLATION
AFTER I CEASE TO BE UPON THE EARTH AND WITHDRAW UP TO MY REST, A GREAT, EVIL [SEXUAL] ERROR WILL COME UPON THE WORLD, AND MANY [SEXUAL] EVILS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NUMBER OF THE FORMS OF NATURE. EVIL TIMES WILL COME. AND WHEN THE ERA OF NATURE IS APPROACHING DESTRUCTION, DARKNESS WILL COME UPON THE EARTH. THE NUMBER WILL BE SMALL. AND A DEMON WILL COME UP FROM THE POWER WHO HAS A LIKENESS OF FIRE. HE WILL DIVIDE THE HEAVEN, AND HE WILL REST IN THE DEPTH OF THE EAST. FOR THE WHOLE WORLD WILL QUAKE. AND THE DECEIVED WORLD WILL BE THROWN INTO CONFUSION. MANY PLACES WILL BE FLOODED BECAUSE OF ENVY OF THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS WHO HAVE A NAME THAT IS SENSELESS: PHORBEA, CHLOERGA. THEY ARE THE ONES WHO GOVERN THE WORLD WITH THEIR TEACHING. AND THEY LEAD ASTRAY MANY HEARTS BECAUSE OF THEIR DISORDER AND THEIR UNCHASTITY. MANY PLACES WILL BE SPRINKLED WITH BLOOD. AND FIVE RACES BY THEMSELVES WILL EAT THEIR SONS. THE REGIONS OF THE SOUTH WILL RECEIVE THE WORD OF THE LIGHT. BUT THEY WHO ARE FROM THE [SEXUAL] ERROR OF THE WORLD AND FROM THE EAST…A DEMON WILL COME FORTH FROM THE BELLY OF THE SERPENT. HE WAS IN HIDING IN A DESOLATE PLACE. HE WILL PERFORM MANY WONDERS. MANY WILL LOATHE HIM. A WIND WILL COME FORTH FROM HIS MOUTH WITH A FEMALE LIKENESS. HER NAME WILL BE CALLED ABALPHE. HE WILL REIGN OVER THE WORLD FROM THE EAST TO THE WEST. THEN NATURE WILL HAVE A FINAL OPPORTUNITY. AND THE STARS WILL CEASE FROM THE SKY. THE MOUTH OF [SEXUAL] ERROR WILL BE OPENED THAT THE EVIL DARKNESS MAY BECOME IDLE AND SILENT. AND IN THE LAST DAY THE FORMS OF NATURE WILL BE DESTROYED WITH THE WINDS AND ALL THEIR DEMONS; THEY WILL BECOME A DARK LUMP, JUST AS THEY WERE FROM THE BEGINNING. AND THE SWEET WATERS THAT WERE BURDENED BY THE DEMONS WILL PERISH. FOR WHERE THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT HAS GONE, THERE ARE MY SWEET WATERS. THE OTHER WORKS OF NATURE WILL NOT BE MANIFEST. THEY WILL MIX WITH THE INFINITE WATERS OF DARKNESS. AND ALL HER FORMS WILL CEASE FROM THE MIDDLE REGION.
SHEM ASCENDS, IN MIND, AND RECITES THE LITANY [PRAYER]
I, SHEM, HAVE COMPLETED THESE THINGS. AND MY MIND BEGAN TO SEPARATE FROM THE BODY OF DARKNESS. MY TIME WAS COMPLETED. AND MY MIND PUT ON THE IMMORTAL TESTIMONY. AND I SAID, "I DECLARE YOUR TESTIMONY, WHICH YOU HAVE REVEALED TO ME: ELORCHAIOS, AND YOU, AMOIAIAS, AND YOU, SEDERKEAS, AND YOUR GUILELESSNESS, STROPHAIAS, AND YOU, CHELKEAK, AND YOU, CHELKEA, AND CHELKE AND ELAIOS, YOU ARE THE IMMORTAL TESTIMONY. I TESTIFY TO YOU, SPARK, THE UNQUENCHABLE ONE, WHO IS AN EYE OF HEAVEN AND A VOICE OF LIGHT, AND SOPHAIA, AND SAPHAIA, AND SAPHAINA, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SPARK, AND FAITH, THE FIRST AND THE LAST, AND THE UPPER AIR AND THE LOWER AIR, AND ALL THE POWERS AND THE AUTHORITIES THAT ARE IN THE WORLD. AND YOU, IMPURE LIGHT, AND YOU ALSO, EAST, AND WEST, AND SOUTH, AND NORTH, YOU ARE THE ZONES OF THE INHABITED WORLD. AND YOU ALSO, MOLUCHTHA AND ESSOCH, YOU ARE THE ROOT OF [SEXUAL] EVIL [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10] AND EVERY WORK AND IMPURE [SEXUAL] EFFORT OF NATURE [JAMES 3:14-16; 4:1-6]." THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT I COMPLETED WHILE BEARING WITNESS. I AM SHEM. ON THE DAY THAT I WAS TO COME FORTH FROM THE BODY, WHEN MY THOUGHT REMAINED IN THE BODY, I AWOKE AS IF FROM A DEEP SLEEP. AND WHEN I AROSE AS IT WERE FROM THE BURDEN OF MY BODY, I SAID, "JUST AS NATURE BECAME OLD, SO IS IT ALSO IN THE DAY OF HUMAN BEINGS. BLESSINGS ON THOSE WHO KNEW, WHEN THEY SLEPT, IN WHAT POWER THEIR THOUGHT RESTED." AND WHEN THE PLEIADES SEPARATED, I SAW CLOUDS, WHICH I SHALL PASS BY. FOR THE CLOUD OF THE SPIRIT IS LIKE A PURE BERYL. AND THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN IS LIKE A SHINING EMERALD. AND THE CLOUD OF SILENCE IS LIKE A FLOURISHING AMARANTH. AND THE CLOUD OF THE MIDDLE REGION IS LIKE A PURE JACINTH. "AND WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS ONE APPEARED IN NATURE [JAMES 3:13, 17-18; 4:7-10 & 1ST PETER 5:5-11], THEN, WHEN NATURE WAS ANGRY, SHE FELT HURT, AND SHE GRANTED TO MORPHAIA TO VISIT HEAVEN. THE RIGHTEOUS ONE VISITS DURING TWELVE PERIODS THAT HE MAY VISIT THEM DURING ONE PERIOD, SO THAT HIS TIME MAY BE COMPLETED QUICKLY AND NATURE MAY BECOME IDLE. 
GO IN GRACE AND FAITH
"BLESSINGS ON THOSE WHO GUARD THEMSELVES AGAINST THE HERITAGE OF DEATH, WHICH IS THE BURDENSOME WATER OF DARKNESS. FOR IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE TO CONQUER THEM IN A FEW MOMENTS, SINCE THEY HASTEN TO COME FORTH FROM THE [SEXUAL] ERROR OF THE WORLD. AND IF THEY ARE CONQUERED, THEY WILL BE KEPT BACK FROM THEM AND BE TORMENTED IN THE DARKNESS UNTIL THE TIME OF THE CONSUMMATION. WHEN THE CONSUMMATION HAS COME AND NATURE HAS BEEN DESTROYED, THEN THEIR THOUGHTS WILL SEPARATE FROM THE DARKNESS. NATURE HAS BURDENED THEM FOR A SHORT TIME. AND THEY WILL BE IN THE INEFFABLE LIGHT OF THE UNCONCEIVED SPIRIT WITHOUT A FORM. AND THUS, IS THE MIND, AS I HAVE SAID FROM THE FIRST. "HENCEFORTH, O SHEM, GO IN GRACE AND CONTINUE IN FAITH UPON THE EARTH. FOR EVERY POWER OF LIGHT AND FIRE WILL BE COMPLETED BY ME BECAUSE OF YOU. FOR WITHOUT YOU THEY WILL NOT BE REVEALED UNTIL YOU SPEAK OF THEM OPENLY. WHEN YOU CEASE TO BE UPON THE EARTH, THEY WILL BE GIVEN TO THE WORTHY ONES. AND APART FROM THIS PROCLAMATION, LET THEM SPEAK ABOUT YOU UPON THE EARTH, SINCE THEY WILL TAKE THE CAREFREE AND AGREEABLE LAND."
THE SECOND TREATISE OF THE GREAT SETH
I AM IN YOU AND YOU IN ME
THE PERFECT MAJESTY IS AT REST IN THE INEFFABLE LIGHT, IN THE TRUTH OF THE MOTHER [VICTORIA] OF ALL THESE, AND ALL OF YOU THAT ATTAIN TO ME, TO ME ALONE WHO AM PERFECT, BECAUSE OF THE WORD. FOR I EXIST WITH ALL THE GREATNESS OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH IS A FRIEND TO US AND OUR KINDRED ALIKE. SINCE I BROUGHT FORTH A WORD TO THE GLORY OF OUR FATHER [STEPHEN], THROUGH HIS GOODNESS, AS WELL AS AN IMPERISHABLE THOUGHT, THAT IS, THE WORD WITHIN HIM, IT IS SLAVERY THAT WE SHOULD DIE WITH CHRIST, WITH IMPERISHABLE AND UNDEFILED THOUGHT. THIS IS AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE MARVEL, THE WRITING OF THE INEFFABLE WATER, WHICH IS THE WORD FROM US: I AM IN YOU AND YOU ARE IN ME, JUST AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS IN YOU IN INNOCENCE [EPHESIANS 4:6].
I COME FROM ABOVE AND AM [SEXLESSLY] INCARNATED
LET US GATHER AN ASSEMBLY TOGETHER. LET US VISIT THAT CREATION OF HIS. LET US SEND SOMEONE FORTH IN IT, SO THAT HE MAY VISIT THE THOUGHTS IN THE REGIONS BELOW. AND I SAID THESE THINGS TO THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE GREAT ASSEMBLY OF THE REJOICING MAJESTY. THE WHOLE HOUSE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH REJOICED THAT I AM THE ONE WHO IS FROM THEM. I REFLECTED UPON THE THOUGHTS THAT CAME OUT OF THE UNDEFILED SPIRIT ABOUT THE DESCENT UPON THE WATER, THAT IS, THE REGIONS BELOW. AND THEY ALL HAD A SINGLE MIND, SINCE IT IS FROM ONE SOURCE. THEY ORDERED ME, AND BECAUSE I WAS WILLING, I CAME FORTH TO REVEAL THE GLORY TO MY KINDRED AND MY FELLOW SPIRITS. FOR THOSE WHO WERE IN THE WORLD HAD BEEN PREPARED BY THE WILL OF OUR SISTER SOPHIA—SHE WHO IS A WHORE—BECAUSE OF HER INNOCENCE THAT HAS NOT BEEN UTTERED. AND SHE DID NOT ASK ANYTHING FROM THE REALM OF ALL, NOR FROM THE GREATNESS OF THE ASSEMBLY, NOR FROM THE PLEROMA, WHEN SHE PREVIOUSLY CAME FORTH TO PREPARE LODGINGS AND PLACES FOR THE SON OF LIGHT AND THE FELLOW WORKERS. SHE TOOK MATERIALS FROM THE ELEMENTS BELOW TO BUILD BODILY DWELLINGS FROM THEM. BUT HAVING COME INTO BEING IN AN EMPTY GLORY, THEY ENDED IN DESTRUCTION IN THE DWELLINGS IN WHICH THEY WERE. SINCE THEY WERE PREPARED BY SOPHIA, THEY STAND READY TO RECEIVE THE LIFE-GIVING WORD OF THE INEFFABLE ONE AND THE GREATNESS OF THE ASSEMBLY OF ALL THOSE WHO PERSEVERE AND THOSE WHO ARE IN ME. I VISITED A BODILY DWELLING. I CAST OUT THE ONE WHO WAS IN IT FIRST, AND I WENT IN. AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE RULERS BECAME TROUBLED. AND ALL THE MATTER OF THE RULERS AS WELL AS ALL THE POWERS BORN OF THE EARTH WERE SHAKEN WHEN THEY SAW THE LIKENESS OF THE IMAGE, SINCE IT WAS MIXED. AND I WAS THE ONE WHO WAS IN THE IMAGE, NOT RESEMBLING HIM WHO WAS IN THE BODY FIRST. FOR HE WAS AN EARTHLY MAN, BUT I, I AM FROM ABOVE THE HEAVENS. I DID NOT REFUSE THEM EVEN TO BECOME CHRIST, BUT I DID NOT REVEAL MYSELF TO THEM IN THE [SEXLESS] LOVE THAT WAS COMING FORTH FROM ME. I REVEALED THAT I AM A STRANGER TO THE REGIONS BELOW. 
THE RULERS ARE DISTURBED
THERE WAS A GREAT DISTURBANCE IN THE WHOLE EARTHLY AREA, WITH [SEXUAL] CONFUSION AND FLIGHT, AS WELL AS IN THE PLAN OF THE RULERS. AND SOME WERE PERSUADED, WHEN THEY SAW THE WONDERS THAT WERE BEING ACCOMPLISHED BY ME. AND ALL THOSE FLED, THOSE OF THE RACE THAT DESCENDED FROM THE ONE WHO FLED FROM THE THRONE TO THE SOPHIA OF HOPE, SINCE SHE HAD EARLIER GIVEN THE SIGN CONCERNING US AND ALL THE ONES WITH ME—THOSE OF THE RACE OF ADONAIOS. OTHERS ALSO FLED, AS THOUGH SENT FROM THE WORLD RULER AND THOSE WITH HIM, AND BROUGHT EVERY KIND OF PUNISHMENT UPON ME. AND THERE WAS A FLIGHT OF THEIR MIND ABOUT WHAT THEY WOULD COUNSEL CONCERNING ME, THINKING THAT THEIR OWN GREATNESS IS ALL, AND SPEAKING FALSE WITNESS, MOREOVER, AGAINST THE HUMAN AND THE WHOLE GREATNESS OF THE ASSEMBLY. IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO KNOW WHO IS THE [APOSTLE] FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH, THE HUMAN OF GREATNESS. THEY TOOK THE NAME BECAUSE OF CONTACT WITH IGNORANCE—WHICH IS A BURNING AND A VESSEL CREATED TO DESTROY ADAM, WHOM THEY HAD MADE, IN ORDER TO COVER UP THOSE WHO ARE THEIRS IN THE SAME WAY. BUT THEY, THE RULERS, OF THE PLACE OF YALDABAOTH, REVEAL THE REALM OF THE ANGELS, WHICH HUMAN BEINGS WERE SEEKING BECAUSE THEY DID NOT KNOW THE HUMAN OF TRUTH. FOR ADAM, WHOM THEY HAD FORMED, APPEARED TO THEM. AND A FEARFUL DISTURBANCE CAME ABOUT THROUGHOUT THEIR ENTIRE DWELLING, LEST THE ANGELS SURROUNDING THEM REBEL. FOR ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE WHO WERE OFFERING PRAISE I DIED, BUT NOT REALLY, BECAUSE THEIR ARCHANGEL WAS VACUOUS [EXPRESSIONLESS]. 
THE WORLD RULER TRIES TO KILL ME
AND THEN A VOICE OF THE WORLD RULER CAME TO THE ANGELS: "I AM GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BUT ME." BUT I LAUGHED JOYFULLY WHEN I EXAMINED HIS [SEXUAL] CONCEIT. BUT HE WENT ON TO SAY, "WHO IS THE HUMAN?" AND THE ENTIRE HOST OF HIS ANGELS WHO HAD SEEN ADAM AND HIS DWELLING WERE LAUGHING AT HIS SMALLNESS. AND THUS, DID THEIR THOUGHT COME TO BE REMOVED OUTSIDE THE MAJESTY OF THE HEAVENS, AWAY FROM THE HUMAN OF TRUTH, WHOSE NAME THEY SAW, SINCE HE IS IN A SMALL DWELLING PLACE. THEY ARE FOOLISH AND SENSELESS IN THEIR EMPTY THOUGHT, NAMELY, THEIR LAUGHTER, AND IT WAS CONTAGION FOR THEM. THE WHOLE GREATNESS OF THE FATHERHOOD OF THE SPIRIT WAS AT REST IN ITS PLACES. AND I WAS WITH HIM, SINCE I HAVE A THOUGHT OF A SINGLE EMANATION FROM THE ETERNAL ONES AND THE UNKNOWABLE ONES, UNDEFILED AND IMMEASURABLE. I PLACED THE SMALL THOUGHT IN THE WORLD, HAVING DISTURBED THEM AND FRIGHTENED THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE ANGELS AND THEIR RULER. AND I WAS VISITING THEM ALL WITH FIRE AND FLAME BECAUSE OF MY THOUGHT. AND EVERYTHING PERTAINING TO THEM WAS BROUGHT ABOUT BECAUSE OF ME. AND THERE CAME ABOUT A DISTURBANCE AND A FIGHT AROUND THE SERAPHIM AND CHERUBIM, SINCE THEIR GLORY WILL FADE, AND THERE WAS [SEXUAL] CONFUSION AROUND ADONAIOS ON BOTH SIDES AND AROUND THEIR DWELLING, UP TO THE WORLD RULER AND THE ONE WHO SAID, "LET US SEIZE HIM." OTHERS AGAIN SAID, "THE PLAN WILL CERTAINLY NOT MATERIALIZE." FOR ADONAICS KNOWS ME BECAUSE OF HOPE. AND I WAS IN THE MOUTHS OF LIONS. AND AS FOR THE PLAN THAT THEY DEVISED ABOUT ME TO RELEASE THEIR [SEXUAL] ERROR AND THEIR SENSELESSNESS [ETERNAL BULLSHIT], I DID NOT SUCCUMB TO THEM AS THEY HAD PLANNED. AND I WAS NOT AFFLICTED AT ALL [THE FUCKING DEAL DID NOT GO DOWN & IT WAS UNSUCCESSFUL]. THOSE WHO WERE THERE PUNISHED ME, YET I DID NOT DIE IN REALITY BUT IN APPEARANCE, IN ORDER THAT I NOT BE PUT TO SHAME BY THEM BECAUSE THESE ARE MY KINSFOLK. I REMOVED THE SHAME FROM ME, AND I DID NOT BECOME FAINTHEARTED IN THE FACE OF WHAT HAPPENED TO ME AT THEIR HANDS. I WAS ABOUT TO SUCCUMB TO FEAR, AND I SUFFERED MERELY ACCORDING TO THEIR SIGHT AND THOUGHT SO THAT NO WORD MIGHT EVER BE FOUND TO SPEAK ABOUT THEM. FOR MY DEATH, WHICH THEY THINK HAPPENED, HAPPENED TO THEM IN THEIR [SEXUAL] ERROR AND BLINDNESS, SINCE THEY NAILED THEIR MAN UNTO THEIR DEATH. THEIR THOUGHTS DID NOT SEE ME, FOR THEY WERE DEAF AND BLIND. BUT IN DOING THESE THINGS, THEY CONDEMN [DAMN] THEMSELVES. YES, THEY SAW ME; THEY PUNISHED ME. IT WAS ANOTHER, THEIR FATHER [LUCIFER], WHO DRANK THE GALL AND THE VINEGAR; IT WAS NOT I [SUPERIOR WHITE JESUS]. THEY STRUCK ME WITH THE REED; IT WAS ANOTHER, SIMON [INFERIOR BLACK JESUS], WHO BORE THE CROSS ON HIS SHOULDER. IT WAS ANOTHER UPON WHOM THEY PLACED THE CROWN OF THORNS. BUT I WAS REJOICING IN THE HEIGHT OVER ALL THE WEALTH OF THE RULERS AND THE OFFSPRING OF THEIR [SEXUAL] ERROR, OF THEIR EMPTY GLORY. AND I WAS LAUGHING AT THEIR IGNORANCE. 
JESUS DESCENDS INCOGNITO AND LIBERATES THE GNOSTICS
AND I SUBJECTED ALL THEIR POWERS. FOR AS I CAME DOWNWARD, NO ONE SAW ME. FOR I WAS ALTERING MY SHAPES, CHANGING FROM FORM TO FORM. AND SO, WHEN I WAS AT THEIR GATES, I ASSUMED THEIR LIKENESS. FOR I PASSED THEM BY QUIETLY, AND I WAS VIEWING THE PLACES, AND I WAS NEITHER AFRAID NOR ASHAMED, FOR I WAS UNDEFILED. AND I WAS SPEAKING WITH THEM, MINGLING WITH THEM THROUGH THOSE WHO ARE MINE, AND TRAMPLING ON THOSE WHO ARE HARSH TO THEM WITH ZEAL, AND QUENCHING THE FLAME. AND I WAS DOING ALL THESE THINGS BECAUSE OF MY DESIRE TO ACCOMPLISH WHAT I DESIRED BY THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ABOVE. AND THE SON OF THE MAJESTY, WHO WAS HIDDEN IN THE REGION BELOW, WE BROUGHT TO THE HEIGHT WHERE I AM WITH ALL THESE AEONS, WHICH NO ONE HAS SEEN OR KNOWN, WHERE THE WEDDING OF THE WEDDING ROBE IS, THE NEW ONE AND NOT THE OLD, WHICH DOES NOT [SEXUALLY] PERISH. FOR IT IS A NEW AND PERFECT BRIDAL CHAMBER OF THE HEAVENS, AND I HAVE REVEALED THAT THERE ARE THREE WAYS, WHICH ARE AN UNDEFILED MYSTERY IN A SPIRIT OF THIS AEON, WHICH DOES NOT PERISH, NOR IS IT FRAGMENTARY, NOR ABLE TO BE SPOKEN OF; RATHER, IT IS UNDIVIDED, UNIVERSAL, AND PERMANENT. FOR THE SOUL, THE ONE FROM THE HEIGHT, WILL NOT SPEAK ABOUT THE [SEXUAL] ERROR THAT IS HERE, NOR TRANSFER FROM THESE AEONS, SINCE IT WILL BE TRANSFERRED WHEN IT BECOMES FREE AND ENDOWED WITH NOBILITY IN THE WORLD, STANDING BEFORE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WITHOUT WEARINESS AND FEAR, ALWAYS MIXED WITH THE MIND OF POWER AND OF FORM. THEY WILL SEE ME FROM EVERY SIDE WITHOUT HATRED. FOR SINCE THEY SEE ME, THEY ARE BEING SEEN AND ARE MIXED WITH THEM. SINCE THEY DID NOT PUT ME TO SHAME, THEY WERE NOT PUT TO SHAME. SINCE THEY WERE NOT AFRAID BEFORE ME, THEY WILL PASS BY EVERY GATE WITHOUT FEAR AND WILL BE PERFECTED IN THE THIRD GLORY. IT WAS MY CROSS [THE LORD BARABBAS CHRIST] THAT THE WORLD DID NOT ACCEPT, MY APPARENT EXALTATION [THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IN PHILIPPIANS 2:9-11 IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE ONLY], MY THIRD BAPTISM [THE 1ST IS PHYSICAL BIRTH IN LUKE 1-2, THE 2ND IS BORN AGAIN BIRTH IN 1ST JOHN 3:9 & THE 3RD IS BORN OF GOD IN 1ST JOHN 3:9] IN A REVEALED [SEXLESS] IMAGE. WHEN THEY HAD FLED FROM THE FIRE OF THE SEVEN AUTHORITIES, AND THE SUN OF THE POWERS OF THE RULERS SET, DARKNESS OVERTOOK THEM. AND THE WORLD BECAME POOR. AFTER THEY BOUND HIM WITH MANY [SEXLESS] RESTRAINTS, THEY NAILED HIM TO THE CROSS, AND THEY FASTENED HIM WITH FOUR NAILS OF BRASS. THE VEIL OF HIS TEMPLE HE TORE WITH HIS HANDS. THERE WAS A TREMBLING THAT OVERCAME THE CHAOS OF THE EARTH, FOR THE SOULS THAT WERE IN THE SLEEP BELOW WERE RELEASED, AND THEY AROSE. THEY WALKED ABOUT BOLDLY, HAVING SHED JEALOUSY OF IGNORANCE AND UNLEARNEDNESS BESIDE THE DEAD TOMBS; HAVING PUT ON THE NEW HUMAN; HAVING COME TO KNOW THAT PERFECT BLESSED ONE, OF THE ETERNAL AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE INFINITE LIGHT, WHICH IS I. WHEN I CAME TO MY OWN AND UNITED THEM WITH MYSELF, THERE WAS NO NEED FOR MANY WORDS, FOR OUR THOUGHT WAS WITH THEIR THOUGHT. THEREFORE, THEY KNEW WHAT I WAS SAYING, FOR WE TOOK COUNSEL ABOUT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE RULERS. AND THEREFORE, I DID THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO IS I. AFTER WE LEFT FROM OUR HOME AND CAME DOWN TO THIS WORLD AND CAME INTO BEING IN THE WORLD IN BODIES, WE WERE HATED AND PERSECUTED, NOT ONLY BY THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT BUT ALSO, BY THOSE WHO THINK [OBVIOUSLY, YOU THINK YOU ARE GOD & THERE IS NO OTHER GOD, BUT THIS IS ETERNAL BULLSHIT & A ETERNAL LIE WHEN YOU SAY ANY OF THE ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS OR APOCRYPHAL WRITINGS ARE NOT INSPIRED OR CANON OF HOLY SCRIPTURE, BUT MY HOLY BIBLE SAYS ALL SCRIPTURE, NOT JUST A PORTION, BUT ALL SCRIPTURE IS FROM THE LORD & DO YOU NOT TRUST IN THE LORD, ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE IN THE LORD, DO YOU TRY TO LIMIT THE LORD’S TRUTH IN YOUR OWN ETERNAL BULLSHIT, YOU WILL PAY FOR YOUR ETERNAL PARTIAL TRUTHS & ETERNAL DAMN LIES BECAUSE THE LORD, NOT YOU, IS ALL-KNOWING IN JEREMIAH 31:33-34; ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23; 2ND TIMOTHY 3:15-17 & 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10] THAT THEY ARE [TRULY] ADVANCING THE NAME OF CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], SINCE THEY WERE UNKNOWINGLY EMPTY, NOT KNOWING WHO THEY ARE, LIKE DUMB ANIMALS [DUMBASSES IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32 & 2ND PETER 2:16]. THEY PERSECUTED THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN LIBERATED BY ME, SINCE THEY HATE THEM—THOSE WHO, SHOULD THEY SHUT THEIR MOUTH, WOULD WEEP WITH A PROFITLESS GROANING BECAUSE THEY DID NOT FULLY KNOW ME. INSTEAD, THEY SERVED TWO MASTERS, EVEN A MULTITUDE. BUT YOU WILL BECOME VICTORIOUS IN EVERYTHING, IN WAR AND BATTLES, JEALOUS DIVISION AND WRATH. IN THE UPRIGHTNESS OF OUR [SEXLESS] LOVE WE ARE INNOCENT, PURE, AND GOOD, SINCE WE HAVE THE MIND OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN AN INEFFABLE MYSTERY. 
THE IGNORANT RULERS AND THE PERFECT ONES
FOR IT WAS LUDICROUS. IT IS I WHO BEAR WITNESS THAT IT WAS LUDICROUS, SINCE THE RULERS DO NOT KNOW THAT THIS IS AN INEFFABLE UNION OF UNDEFILED TRUTH, AS EXISTS AMONG THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT, OF WHICH THEY MADE AN IMITATION, HAVING PROCLAIMED A DOCTRINE OF A DEAD MAN AND LIES SO AS TO RESEMBLE THE FREEDOM AND PURITY OF THE PERFECT ASSEMBLY, AND HAVING JOINED THEMSELVES IN THEIR DOCTRINE TO FEAR AND SLAVERY, WORLDLY CARES, AND ABANDONED WORSHIP, BEING SMALL AND IGNORANT, SINCE THEY DO NOT CONTAIN THE NOBILITY OF THE TRUTH. FOR THEY [SEXUALLY] HATE THE ONE IN WHOM THEY ARE AND [SEXUALLY] LOVE THE ONE IN WHOM THEY ARE NOT. FOR THEY DID NOT KNOW THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GREATNESS THAT IT IS FROM ABOVE AND FROM A FOUNTAIN OF TRUTH AND NOT FROM SLAVERY AND JEALOUSY, FEAR, AND [SEXUAL] LOVE OF WORLDLY MATTER [SOMETHING TANGIBLE SO YOU CAN PUT YOUR FUCKING SEXUAL HANDS ON IN 1ST JOHN 2:15-17]. FOR THAT WHICH IS NOT THEIRS AND THAT WHICH IS THEIRS THEY USE FEARLESSLY AND FREELY. THEY DO NOT DESIRE BECAUSE THEY HAVE AUTHORITY, AND THEY HAVE A [SEXUAL] LAW FROM THEMSELVES OVER WHATEVER THEY WILL WISH. BUT THOSE WHO HAVE NOT ARE POOR, THAT IS, THOSE WHO POSSESS NOTHING, AND YET THEY DESIRE SOMETHING. AND THEY LEAD ASTRAY THOSE WHO, THROUGH THEM, HAVE BECOME LIKE THOSE WHO POSSESS THE TRUTH OF THEIR FREEDOM, SO AS TO BRING US UNDER A YOKE AND CONSTRAINT OF CARE AND FEAR. THIS PERSON IS IN [SEXUAL] SLAVERY [ROMANS 6:19 & 2ND PETER 2:19]. AND ONE WHO IS BROUGHT BY CONSTRAINT OF FORCE AND THREAT HAS BEEN GUARDED BY GOD. BUT THE ENTIRE NOBILITY OF THE FATHERHOOD IS NOT GUARDED [THE LORD PROTECTS HIMSELF & DOES NOT NEED ANY INFERIOR ETERNAL CREATURE], SINCE HE GUARDS WHAT IS HIS OWN BY HIMSELF, WITHOUT WORD AND CONSTRAINT. HE IS UNITED WITH HIS WILL, HE WHO BELONGS ONLY TO THE THOUGHT OF THE FATHERHOOD, TO MAKE IT PERFECT AND INEFFABLE THROUGH THE LIVING WATER, TO BE WITH YOU MUTUALLY IN WISDOM, NOT ONLY IN WORD OF HEARING BUT IN DEED AND FULFILLED WORD. FOR THE PERFECT ONES ARE WORTHY TO BE ESTABLISHED IN THIS WAY AND TO BE UNITED WITH ME, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY NOT SHARE IN ANY ENMITY, IN A GOOD FRIENDSHIP. I ACCOMPLISH EVERYTHING THROUGH THE GOOD ONE, FOR THIS IS THE UNION OF THE TRUTH, THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE NO ADVERSARY. BUT EVERYONE WHO BRINGS DIVISION—AND SUCH A ONE WILL LEARN NO WISDOM AT ALL, BECAUSE HE BRINGS DIVISION AND IS NOT A [SEXLESS] FRIEND—IS [SEXUALLY] HOSTILE TO THEM ALL [JAMES 4:1-6]. BUT ONE WHO LIVES IN HARMONY AND FRIENDSHIP OF BROTHERLY [SEXLESS] LOVE, NATURALLY AND NOT ARTIFICIALLY, COMPLETELY AND NOT PARTIALLY, THIS PERSON IS TRULY THE DESIRE OF THE FATHER. THIS IS THE UNIVERSAL ONE AND PERFECT [SEXLESS] LOVE. 
THE COUNTERFEIT [SEXUAL] FATHERS

I AM CHRIST, THE HUMAN SON
I AM CHRIST, THE HUMAN SON, THE ONE FROM YOU WHO IS IN YOU. I AM DESPISED FOR YOUR SAKE, IN ORDER THAT YOU YOURSELVES MAY FORGET WHAT IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. AND DO NOT BECOME FEMALE, LEST YOU GIVE BIRTH TO [SEXUAL] EVIL AND ITS BROTHERS: JEALOUSY AND DIVISION, ANGER AND WRATH, FEAR AND A DIVIDED HEART, AND EMPTY, NONEXISTENT [SEXLESS] DESIRE. BUT I AM AN INEFFABLE MYSTERY TO YOU. THEN BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, WHEN THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE ASSEMBLY CAME TOGETHER UPON THE PLACES OF THE REALM OF EIGHT, WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN COUNSEL, THEY MARRIED SPIRITUALLY, WHICH IS IN [SEXLESS] UNION [1ST CORINTHIANS 6:17]. AND THUS, HE WAS PERFECTED IN THE INEFFABLE PLACES BY A LIVING WORD, AND THE UNDEFILED WEDDING [REVELATION 21:1-22:21] WAS CONSUMMATED THROUGH THE MEDIATION OF JESUS, WHO INHABITS THEM ALL AND POSSESSES THEM, WHO ABIDES IN AN UNDIVIDED POWER OF [SEXLESS] LOVE. AND TURNING, HE APPEARS TO HIMSELF AS THE ONE OF ALL THESE, A [SEXLESS] THOUGHT AND A FATHER [STEPHEN], SINCE HE IS ONE. AND HE STANDS OVER AGAINST THEM ALL, SINCE HE AS A WHOLE CAME FORTH ALONE. AND HE IS LIFE, SINCE HE CAME FROM THE FATHER OF INEFFABLE AND PERFECT TRUTH, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THOSE WHO ARE THERE, THE [SEXLESS] UNION OF PEACE AND A FRIEND OF GOOD THINGS, AND LIFE ETERNAL AND UNDEFILED JOY, IN A GREAT HARMONY OF LIFE AND FAITH, THROUGH ETERNAL LIFE OF FATHERHOOD [STEPHEN] AND MOTHERHOOD [VICTORIA] AND SISTERHOOD [STEPHANIE] AND RATIONAL WISDOM. THEY HAD AGREED WITH THE MIND, WHO STRETCHES OUT AND WILL STRETCH OUT IN JOYFUL [SEXLESS] UNION AND IS TRUSTWORTHY AND FAITHFULLY LISTENS. AND THIS IS IN FATHERHOOD [STEPHEN] AND MOTHERHOOD [VICTORIA] AND RATIONAL BROTHERHOOD [JOHN] AND WISDOM. AND THIS IS A WEDDING OF TRUTH [REVELATION 21:1-22:21], AND A REPOSE OF [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION, IN A SPIRIT OF TRUTH [JOHN 4:23-24], IN EVERY MIND, AND A PERFECT LIGHT IN AN UNNAMABLE MYSTERY. BUT THIS IS NOT, NOR WILL IT HAPPEN AMONG US, IN ANY REGION OR PLACE IN DIVISION AND BREACH OF PEACE, BUT IT IS IN [SEXLESS] UNION AND A BANQUET OF [SEXLESS] LOVE, ALL BEING PERFECTED IN THE ONE WHO IS. IT ALSO HAPPENED IN THE PLACES UNDER HEAVEN FOR THEIR RECONCILIATION. THOSE WHO KNEW ME IN SALVATION AND UNDIVIDEDNESS, AND THOSE WHO EXISTED FOR THE GLORY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE TRUTH [2ND TIMOTHY 3:15-17], HAVING BEEN SEPARATED, BLENDED INTO THE ONE THROUGH THE LIVING WORD. AND I AM IN THE SPIRIT AND THE TRUTH [JOHN 4:23-24] OF THE MOTHERHOOD [VICTORIA], SINCE UNITY WAS THERE, JUST AS I WAS AMONG THOSE WHO ARE UNITED IN THE FRIENDSHIP OF FRIENDS FOREVER. THEY KNOW NEITHER [SEXUAL] HOSTILITY AT ALL, NOR [SEXUAL] EVIL, BUT ARE [SEXLESSLY] UNITED BY MY [TRUE] KNOWLEDGE IN WORD AND PEACE, WHICH EXISTS IN PERFECTION WITH EVERYONE AND IN THEM ALL. AND THOSE WHO ASSUMED THE FORM OF MY TYPE WILL ASSUME THE FORM OF MY WORD. INDEED, THESE WILL COME FORTH IN LIGHT FOREVER, AND IN FRIENDSHIP WITH EACH OTHER IN THE SPIRIT, SINCE THEY HAVE KNOWN IN EVERY RESPECT AND INDIVISIBLY THAT THE ONE WHO IS, IS ONE. AND ALL OF THESE ARE ONE. AND THUS, THEY WILL LEARN ABOUT THE ONE, AS WELL AS THE ASSEMBLY AND THOSE DWELLING IN IT. FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL OF THESE EXISTS, BEING IMMEASURABLE AND IMMUTABLE: MIND AND WORD AND DIVISION AND ENVY AND FIRE. AND HE IS ENTIRELY ONE, BEING ALL WITH THEM ALL IN A SINGLE [SEXLESS] DOCTRINE, BECAUSE ALL THESE ARE FROM A SINGLE [SEXLESS] SPIRIT. O UNSEEING ONES, WHY DID YOU NOT KNOW THE MYSTERY RIGHTLY? BUT THE RULERS AROUND YALDABAOTH WERE [SEXUALLY] DISOBEDIENT BECAUSE OF THE THOUGHT WHO WENT DOWN TO HIM FROM HER SISTER SOPHIA. THEY MADE FOR THEMSELVES A [SEXUAL] UNION WITH THOSE WHO WERE WITH THEM IN A MIXTURE OF A FIERY CLOUD, WHICH WAS THEIR ENVY, AND THE REST, WHO WERE BROUGHT FORTH BY THEIR CREATURES, AS IF THEY HAD [SEXUALLY] BRUISED THE NOBLE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE OF THE ASSEMBLY. AND THEREFORE, THEY REVEALED A MIXTURE OF IGNORANCE IN A COUNTERFEIT [SEXUAL] IMAGE [2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15] OF FIRE AND EARTH AND A MURDERER [JOHN 8:37-47], SINCE THEY ARE SMALL AND UNTAUGHT, WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, HAVING DARED THESE THINGS, BUT NOT HAVING UNDERSTOOD THAT [SEXLESS] LIGHT HAS FELLOWSHIP WITH [SEXLESS] LIGHT, AND [SEXUAL] DARKNESS WITH [SEXUAL] DARKNESS, AND THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIBLE WITH THE [SEXUAL] PERISHABLE, AND THE [SEXLESS] IMPERISHABLE WITH THE [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE. 
REST WITH ME FOREVER
NOW, THESE THINGS I HAVE PRESENTED TO YOU—I, JESUS CHRIST, THE HUMAN SON, WHO IS EXALTED ABOVE THE HEAVENS [PHILIPPIANS 2:9-11]—O PERFECT AND INCORRUPTIBLE ONES, BECAUSE OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE AND PERFECT AND INEFFABLE MYSTERY. BUT THEY THINK THAT WE DECREED THEM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD IN ORDER THAT WHEN WE EMERGE FROM THE PLACES OF THE WORLD, WE MAY PRESENT THERE THE SYMBOLS OF [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION FROM THE SPIRITUAL [SEXLESS] UNION WITH [TRUE] KNOWLEDGE. YOU DO NOT KNOW THIS BECAUSE THE FLESHLY CLOUD OVERSHADOWS YOU. BUT I ALONE AM THE [SEXLESS] FRIEND OF SOPHIA [WISDOM]. I HAVE BEEN IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] FROM THE BEGINNING [JOHN 1:14-18], IN THE PLACE OF THE CHILDREN OF THE TRUTH [2ND JOHN 1:1, 4] AND THE GREATNESS. REST THEN WITH ME, MY FELLOW SPIRITS AND MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS, FOREVER. 
CREATION OF THE WORLD AND THE ALIEN MAN 
THE GINZA: THE WORLD BEYOND
BEFORE ALL THE WORLDS CAME INTO BEING THERE WAS A SOLE ENORMOUS FRUIT, AND WHEN THE ENORMOUS FRUIT ENTERED A FRUIT, THE GREAT AND GLISTENING KING OF LIGHT BEGAN. AN ETHER OF RADIANCE EXISTED. FROM THE ETHER OF RADIANCE CAME THE LIVING FIRE. FROM THE LIVING FIRE THERE WAS A LIGHT. BY THE POWER OF THE KING OF LIGHT CAME THE GREAT FRUIT AND LIFE. THE GREAT FRUIT CAME ALIVE AND IN IT ROLLED THE JORDAN, WHICH IS ALSO A GARDEN. THE GREAT JORDAN CAME ALIVE, AND THE LIVING WATER WAS IN IT. LUMINOUS WATER CAME ALIVE FROM THE LIVING WATER. I, LIFE, CAME ALIVE AND ALL THE UTHRAS—THE LIGHT BEINGS—FOUND SPACE. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORLDS OF LIGHT
WHEN THE FRUIT WAS IN THE FRUIT, WHEN THE ETHER WAS IN THE ETHER, WHEN THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS MANA WAS THERE FROM WHOM POWERFUL MANAS CAME, WHOSE RADIANCE IS ENORMOUS AND LIGHT IS GREAT, NO ONE WAS BEFORE THEM IN THE FRUIT ABUNDANT AND WITHOUT END, WHOSE RADIANCE IS TOO ABUNDANT FOR THE WORDS OF THE MOUTH, AND WHOSE LIGHT, WHICH WAS IN THAT FRUIT, TOO GREAT FOR TELLING WITH THE LIPS. FROM THE FRUIT CAME A THOUSAND THOUSAND FRUITS WITHOUT END AND A MYRIAD MYRIAD OF BEINGS OF LIGHT, THE SHKINAS [DWELLINGS], BEYOND COUNT. IN EACH FRUIT WERE A THOUSAND THOUSAND BEINGS OF LIGHT. THEY STAND AND PRAISE THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS MANA, WHO LIVES IN THE GREAT ETHER, WITHIN THE JORDANS OF WHITE WATER MADE BY THE MANA, WHOSE AROMA IS FRAGRANT AND INHALED ON ALL THE ROOTS OF LIGHT AND ON THE GREAT FIRST RADIANCE. THE LONG JORDAN WAS MADE TO GO ON UNCOUNTED AND ENDLESSLY PLANTS GROW NEXT TO IT. THEY ARE HAPPY. THEY PRAISE AND STAND IN PERFECTION, AND FROM THE GREAT JORDAN CAME UNCOUNTED JORDANS ENDLESSLY.
THE WORLD OF DARKNESS
I SAW THE REBELS AND HEWATH THE SERPENT WOMAN. WHEN I WAS STANDING IN THE HOUSE OF LIFE, I SAW THE REBELS. I SAW THEIR GATES OF DARKNESS. I SAW THEIR DESTRUCTION AND THE LORDS OF THE GLOOMY HOUSE. I SAW THEIR FIGHTERS BURIED IN DARKNESS. I SAW THE GATES OF FIRE AND THEIR BURNING GLOW, HOW THE [SEXUAL] WICKED BURN AND GLOW, DELIBERATELY IMPERFECT AND IN [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. I SAW HEWATH THE WOMAN, HOW SHE [SEXUALLY] SPEAKS IN DARKNESS AND MALICE. SHE SPEAKS IN MALICE AND IS EXPERT IN WITCHCRAFT AND SORCERY. SHE TALKS WITH ILLUSORY WISDOM ON HER THRONE OF [SEXUAL] LIES. I SAW THE GATE OF DARKNESS AND THE ARTERIES OF THE EARTH, SINIAWIS THE UNDERWORLD, JUST AS IT IS. I SAW THE BLACK WATER THAT ROSE UP, BOILED, AND BUBBLED. WHOEVER ENTERS DIES, AND WHOEVER SEES IT IS SCORCHED. I SAW THE DRAGONS WHO WERE HURLED THERE AND WRITHE ON THE GROUND. I SAW THE [SEXUAL] WICKED REBELS SITTING IN THEIR CHARIOTS. I SAW THE [SEXUAL] WICKED OF EVERY TYPE AND SPECIES. I SAW A CHAOS OF CHARIOTS OF DARKNESS. I SAW THE [SEXUAL] WICKED REBELS ARRAYED IN WEAPONS OF [SEXUAL] EVIL. WITH WEAPONS OF [SEXUAL] EVIL THEY CONSPIRE AGAINST THE PLACE OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. 
WHERE IS THE DARKNESS FROM?
WHO ARE THESE HIDEOUS CREATURES? WHERE IS THE DARKNESS FROM? WHO ARE THE INHABITANTS SITTING THERE? HOW WERE THEIR ACTIONS BORN WHICH ARE HIDEOUS AND FEARFUL? AND THEIR ENORMOUS [SEXUAL] FLAWS? THEIR FRIGHTENING UGLINESS? THEY ARE DISFIGURED AND DEFORMED. 
WHERE DID THE MONSTERS COME FROM?
WHERE ARE THE MIGHTY AND EVIL [SEXUAL] MONSTERS FROM WHO LIVE IN FIRE? AND THE BLACK WATERS SEETHING AND BOILING? ENTER AND YOU DIE, SEE IT AND YOU BURN. WHERE ARE THE DRAGONS FROM, CAST AND CONTORTED ON THE GROUND? AND THEIR CHARIOTS, AND THE [SEXUAL] WICKED SITTING THERE, AND HEWATH THE SERPENT WOMAN? 
LIFE QUESTIONED
LIFE, SINCE YOU WENT THERE, HOW DID DARKNESS GET THERE? HOW DID DARKNESS GET THERE? HOW WERE IMPERFECTION AND FLAWS BORN? 
ORIGINS OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS
THERE IS NO BOUNDARY FOR LIGHT. IT WAS UNKNOWN WHEN IT BEGAN. NOTHING WAS WHEN LIGHT WAS NOT. NOTHING WAS WHEN RADIANCE WAS NOT. NOTHING WAS WHEN LIFE WAS NOT. THERE WAS NEVER A BOUNDARY FOR LIGHT. NOTHING WAS WHEN WATER WAS NOT. 
WATER IS PRIOR TO DARKNESS
WATER IS PRIOR TO DARKNESS. PRIOR TO DARKNESS IS WATER. NOTHING IS WITHOUT AN END. NO NUMBER IS BEFORE THE UTHRAS WERE. LIGHT BEINGS ARE PRIOR TO DARKNESS. PRIOR TO DARKNESS ARE UTHRAS AND OLDER THAN THEIR INHABITANTS. GOODNESS IS PRIOR TO THE MALICE OF THE PLACE OF DARKNESS. GENTLENESS IS PRIOR TO THE BITTERNESS OF THE PLACE OF DARKNESS. LIVING FIRE IS PRIOR TO THE CONSUMING FIRES OF THE PLACE OF DARKNESS. PRAISE IS PRIOR TO THE [FORBIDDEN] PRACTICE OF SORCERY AND WITCHCRAFT. HYMNS AND BOOKS ARE PRIOR TO THE SORCERY OF HEWATH, THE TERRIBLE WOMAN. 
DARKNESS
WATER DOESN'T MIX WITH TAR, AND DARKNESS CAN'T BE MEASURED BY LIGHT. DARKNESS CAN'T BE MEASURED BY LIGHT. THE HOUSE OF GLOOM ISN'T LIGHTED. THE HOUSE OF GLOOM ISN'T LIGHTED, AND TURBID WATERS HAVE NO SPARKLE. DARKNESS GREW AND CREATURES FORMED. DARKNESS FORMED, AND WHEN IT FORMED IT TESTED ITS FORCE. IT HARBORED, MALICE IN ITS MIND. IT IMPRISONED ITS OWN KANNA, THE PLACE OF THE SOUL. IT IMPRISONED ITS OWN KANNA, AND EVERYTHING IT DID WAS NOTHING. THE CHILDREN OF DARKNESS ARE NOTHING, BUT THE CHILDREN OF LIFE STAY. THE HOUSE OF [SEXUAL] EVIL IS NOTHING, AND ITS CONSUMING FIRES DIE. ITS SORCERY DIES AND ENDS [1ST JOHN 2:15-17], SINCE IT HAS NO PLACE IN ETERNITY. IT COMES TO NOTHING. THE GENERATIONS OF LIFE STAY FOREVER. THE LIVING INSTRUCTION RISES AND ILLUMINATES A PERISHABLE LIVING PLACE. 
THE ARCHDEMON RUHA
THE MIND OF RUHA DQUDSHA IS [SEXUALLY] EVIL. SHE LIES. SHE IS A SORCERER. THE MIND OF RUHA, THE LIAR, IS SORCERY. SHE IS ALL SORCERY, WITCHCRAFT, AND FAKE WISDOM [2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15 & JAMES 3:14-16]. HEWATH THE WOMAN, WHO IS RUHA, SITS WITH HER STONE AMULETS AND TEARS CLUMPS OF HAIR FROM HER HEAD. SHE IS SITTING, ENGAGED IN FALSE MAGIC, ALONG WITH HER WOMEN SPIRITS. THEY ALL PRACTICE FALSE MAGIC, POSSESSED, [SEXUAL] EVIL, AND ENSNARED. SHE CONCOCTS A COMMOTION OF FALSE MAGIC. HER MIND IS [SEXUALLY] CONFUSED. WHO WERE HER IMPERFECT AND DISFIGURED INSTRUCTORS WHO TAUGHT HER [SEXUAL] LIES? WHO IS THIS WOMAN, MOTHER OF THE BASE MONSTER?
PTAHIL, ANGEL OF LIGHT
WHEN I, PTAHIL, WAS SHAPED AND CAME TO BE, I ISSUED FROM A SOURCE OF HUGE RADIANCE. WHEN MY FATHER [STEPHEN] DECIDED TO CALL ME OUT, HE CALLED ME OUT OF THE HUGE RADIANCE. HE DRESSED ME IN A RADIANT ROBE AND WRAPPED ME IN A COVERING OF LIGHT. HE GAVE ME A MAJOR CROWN IN HIS WHOSE LUMINOSITY THE WORLDS GLISTEN, AND HE SAID TO ME, "SON, GO TO THE TIBIL EARTH AND MAKE THE BLACK WATERS SOLID. SOLIDIFY THE TIBIL EARTH AND INSCRIBE JORDAN RIVERS AND CANALS UPON ITS FACE." 
PTAHIL MAKES EARTH AND ITS INHABITANTS [AS A CREATOR AGENT LORD]
WITH MY FIRST CRY I SOLIDIFIED THE EARTH FROM THE WATERS AND STRETCHED THE FIRMAMENT INTO PERFECTION. WITH MY SECOND CRY I INSCRIBED JORDAN RIVERS AND CANALS ALL OVER ITS FACE. WITH MY THIRD CRY I CALLED INTO BEING FISHES IN THE SEA AND FEATHERED BIRDS OF EVERY SHAPE AND SPECIES. WITH MY FOURTH CRY I MADE EVERY PLANT AND ITS SEEDS, AND EACH ONE WAS DISTINCT FROM ANOTHER. WITH MY FIFTH CRY SINISTER REPTILES CAME INTO BEING. WITH MY SIXTH CRY THERE CAME A FULL STRUCTURE OF DARKNESS. WITH MY SEVENTH CRY I MADE RUHA AND HER SEVEN SONS, WHO ARE THE PLANETS. RUHA THE MOTHER OF [MESSIANIC] EVIL AND HER SEVEN SONS CAME INTO BEING AND APPEARED BEFORE ME. WHEN I SAW THEM, MY HEART FELL OUT OF MY BODY. 
CREATING ADAM
AFTER THE ANGEL PTAHIL CAME HE SAID TO THE PLANETS, "LET US CREATE ADAM AND MAKE HIM KING OF THE WORLD." THE PLANETS CONFERRED. THEY AGREED TO TELL HIM THAT THEY WANTED TO CREATE ADAM AND EVE. AFTER ALL, HE BELONGS TO THEM. "YES," THE PLANETS SAID, "WE WILL MAKE ADAM AND EVE THE HEAD OF THE HUMAN FAMILY." AFTER THEY SAID WHAT THEY WERE PLANNING TO DO, PTAHIL WAS PROFOUNDLY SHAKEN. HE THOUGHT, "IF I MYSELF CREATE ADAM AND EVE THE HEAD OF THE WHOLE FAMILY, WHAT WILL ADAM'S ROLE BE IN THE WORLD?" THEN PTAHIL UTHRA SPOKE TO THE PLANETS, ASKING THEM. "WHOM CAN WE TRUST? WHAT IS OUR AUTHORITY IN THE WORLD?" AND HE SAID TO THEM, "PLANETS, YOU WILL BE HIS GUARDIANS AND SERVE HIM IN ALL WAYS." THEY MADE ADAM AND LAID HIM ON THE GROUND, BUT HE HAD NO SOUL. WHEN THEY MADE ADAM, THEY COULDN'T CAST A SOUL INTO HIM. THEY CALLED ON THE WIND OF THE ETHER TO HOLLOW OUT HIS BONES. TO HOLLOW OUT HIS BONES AND LET MARROW FORM IN THEM, TO LET MARROW FORM, TO MAKE HIM STRONG AND STAND FIRM ON HIS FEET. THEY CALLED ON THE SPLENDOR OF THE LIVING FIRE TO MAKE HIS ROBE LUMINOUS. TO MAKE HIS ROBE LUMINOUS, TO MAKE HIM STRONG AND STAND FIRM ON HIS FEET. THEY CALLED ON THE MISTS OVER THE BROOK AND SMOKE OF THE RAVENOUS FIRE TO FLOW INTO HIS TORSO SO HE COULD CLENCH HIS FIST AND SPREAD HIS ARMS AND YELL AND SHAKE HIMSELF AWAKE, TO MAKE HIM STRONG AND STAND FIRM ON HIS FEET. THEN THE PLANETS SPOKE, TURNING TO PTAHIL, "ALLOW US TO CAST SPIRIT INTO HIM, WHICH YOU TOOK WITH YOU FROM YOUR FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] HOUSE." ALL THE PLANETS URGED HIM, AND THE LORDS OF THE WORLD URGED HIM, AND THOUGH THEY TRIED, THEY COULDN'T STAND HIM UPRIGHT ON HIS FEET.
BRINGING SOUL TO ADAM
IN HIS ILLUMINATED STATE PTAHIL ROSE TO THE PLACE OF LIGHT. HE CAME BEFORE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF LIGHT BEINGS [JAMES 1:17], WHO ARE THE UTHRAS, AND HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] ASKED HIM, "WHAT HAVE YOU DONE?" HE ANSWERED, "ONCE I WORKED WELL, BUT YOUR IMAGE AND MINE HAVE FAILED." THEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF LIGHT BEINGS GOT UP AND HURRIED TO A SECRET PLACE. HE FOUND THE GREAT MANA, THE HIDDEN ADAM, AND URGED HIM TO LIGHT THE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE, TO LIGHT EVERY VARYING COAT OF THE BODY. THEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WRAPPED HIM IN HIS CLEAN TURBAN AND EVOKED THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT LIFE GAVE HIM. HE SEIZED HIM AT THE ENDS OF HIS TURBAN AND CARRIED HIM HERE. HE GAVE HIM TO HIS SON, PTAHIL. WHEN HE GAVE HIM TO THE LIGHT BEING PTAHIL, LIFE SUMMONED HIS HELPERS. HE SUMMONED THE LIGHT BEINGS HIBIL, SITIL, AND ANOSH, WHO ARE ASTONISHING AND IMMACULATE. HE CALLED THEM, ORDERED THEM, AND WARNED THEM ABOUT THEIR SOULS. HE TOLD THEM, "GUARD THEM AND LET NO ONE KNOW." DON'T LET [MESSIANIC] EVIL PTAHIL LEARN HOW SOUL FALLS INTO BODY, HOW SOUL FALLS INTO BODY AND THE BLOOD SPEAKS IN IT AS THE RADIANCE FILLS HIM. HOW THE BLOOD SPEAKS IN IT AND HOW THE VEIN CHANNELS PERMEATE IT. LET THE CARRIER OF ADAKAS MANA, THE HIDDEN ADAM, BE HIS SOUL'S PROTECTOR. WHEN ADAM IS CLOTHED IN THE RADIANCE OF LIFE AND STANDS FIRM ON HIS FEET, WHEN HE SPEAKS WITH A CLEAN MOUTH, YOU, ADAKAS, RESTORE HIM TO HIS PLACE AND PROTECT HIM AGAINST ENEMIES. 
PTAHIL AND MANDA DHAYYE WORK ON ADAM
PTAHIL WRAPPED ADAM IN HIS CLEAN TURBAN. HE WRAPPED HIM IN HIS ROBE. THE LIGHT BEING QUICKLY DESCENDED, AND HIS HELPERS ALL WENT DOWN WITH HIM. HIS HELPERS WHO WENT DOWN ARE MEN IN CHARGE OF SOULS. WHEN THEY REACHED THE TIBIL, WHICH IS THE WORLD AND WHERE HIS BODILY TORSO IS, WHEN PTAHIL WANTED TO CAST SOUL INTO HIS BODY, I, MANDA DHAYYE, REMOVED THE SOUL FROM HIS POCKET. WHEN PTAHIL LIFTED ADAM UP, I RAISED HIS BONES. WHEN HE LAID HIS HANDS ON HIM, I MADE HIM BREATHE THE [SEXLESS] FRAGRANCE OF LIFE. HIS BODY FILLED WITH MARROW, AND THE RADIANCE OF LIFE SPOKE IN HIM. WHEN THE RADIANCE OF LIFE SPOKE IN HIM, HE OPENED THE EYES OF HIS BODILY TORSO. WHEN THE RADIANCE OF LIFE SPOKE IN HIM, ADAKAS ZIWA, THE RADIANT ADAM, ROSE TO HIS PLACE.
MANDA DHAYYE, MESSENGER OF LIGHT
I LED ADAM UP TO HIS PLACE. I LED ADAM UP TO HIS PLACE, THE HOUSE OF POWERFUL LIFE, THE HOUSE WHERE THE GREAT LIFE IS ON HIS THRONE. I HANDED HIM OVER TO THE GUARDIANS OF THE TREASURE, THE LIGHT BEINGS WHO TAKE CARE OF THE JORDANS. LIFE THANKED THE LIGHT BEINGS WHO BROUGHT THE SOUL. THE GREAT SUMMONED ME AND COMMANDED ME, SAYING, "GO DOWN AND SHOUT A SUBLIME CALL! SHOUT SUBLIMELY SO THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED LEARN NOTHING OF THE SOUL!" I CAME AND FOUND THE [SEXUAL] WICKED, ALL OF THEM SITTING THERE, AND WHILE THEY WERE SITTING THERE, I SPREAD [PERMISSIBLE] WITCHCRAFT AND [PERMISSIBLE] MAGIC AROUND THE SOUL, AND THE [SEXUALLY] WICKED WANTED TO CHOP THE SOUL INTO TINY PARTS. I SAW THEM AND I SHONE IN MY PURE GARMENTS. BEFORE THE WORLD I GLOWED IN A HUGE RADIANCE GIVEN ME BY MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. I APPEARED TO PTAHIL UTHRA, WHO HOWLED AND WEPT. HE HOWLED AND WEPT OVER WHAT HE HAD DONE. I APPEARED TO RUHA, THE [SEXUALLY] SEDUCTIVE MOTHER OF PLANETS AND EVIL [SEXUAL] CREATURES, WHO [SEXUALLY] SEDUCES THE WORLDS. I SHOWED HER THE GREAT MYSTERY THAT SUBDUES [SEXUAL] REBELS. I SHOWED HER THE GREAT MYSTERY, BUT SHE WAS BLIND [ACTS 13:10-12] AND DIDN'T SEE IT. I SHOWED HER A SECOND MYSTERY. THEN I THREW A CAMEL BRIDLE ON HER AND SHOWED HER A THIRD MYSTERY AND WITH A BLOW I SPLIT HER HEAD OPEN. 
WHEN THEY SAW ME THEY TREMBLED
WHEN THEY SAW ME, THEY TREMBLED AND CALLED OUT, SAYING THEY WERE [SEXUALLY] GUILTY. THE SEVEN CALLED OUT, SAYING THEY WERE [SEXUALLY] GUILTY. THEY CALLED OUT, SAYING THEY WERE [SEXUALLY] GUILTY, AND FELL HEADLONG AND LANDED ON THEIR FACES. THEY FELL HEADLONG AND LANDED ON THEIR FACES, PUTTING THEIR HANDS BEFORE THEIR FACES, AND THEY CRIED, "MASTER. WE WERE IN [SEXUAL] ERROR AND [SEXUAL] SIN. FORGIVE OUR [SEXUAL] SINS [SEX CANNOT BE FORGIVEN BECAUSE OF THE INCURABLE NATURE IT HOLDS & IT CAN ONLY BE RELEASED]." BUT WHEN THE [SEXUAL] WICKED SPOKE I CUT THROUGH THEIR PHALANX [MILITARY RANKS]. I MADE THEM SWEAR BY THE GREAT MYSTERY NOT TO WRONG THE SOUL. I HID BEFORE THEIR SEVEN SOULS. I STOPPED AND TOOK ON A BODY. I TOOK ON A BODY AND THOUGHT I WOULD NOT TERRORIZE THE SOUL, AND IN HER GARMENT, SHE WOULD NOT KNOW TERROR. I TOOK ON A BODY FOR HER AND SAT NEAR HER IN SPLENDOR. I SPREAD RADIANCE OF THE GREAT MANA OVER HER. FROM THAT [SEXLESS] LIGHT, ADAM WAS PLANTED. I SAT BY HIM AND TAUGHT HIM WHAT LIFE HAD STORED IN ME. I SANG TO HIM SUBLIMELY, MORE SUBLIMELY AND LUMINOUS THAN THE WORLDS. I SANG TO HIM IN A SOFT VOICE AND RAISED HIS HEART FROM SLEEP. I SPOKE TO HIM IN THE SPEECH OF THE LIGHT BEINGS AND TAUGHT HIM OUT OF MY WISDOM. I TAUGHT HIM OUT OF MY WISDOM. I TOLD HIM TO RISE AND PRAY ON HIS KNEES AND PRAISE THE MIGHTY. HE SHOULD PRAISE THE HIGH PLACE WHERE THE GOOD SIT. HE SHOULD PRAISE ADAKAS ZIWA, THE RADIANT ADAM [IN ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 6:5], THE FATHER [STEPHEN] FROM WHOM HE CAME. 
ADAM SAVED
AS I SAT AND INSTRUCTED HIM, HE BOWED DOWN AND PRAISED THE MIGHTY. HE PRAISED HIS FATHER [STEPHEN], ADAKAS ZIWA, THE MANA BY WHOM HE WAS PLANTED. WHEN HE BOWED DOWN AND PRAISED HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] THE LIGHT BEING, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] CAME TO HIM FROM HIS SECRET PLACE. WHEN HE SAW HIS FATHER [STEPHEN], HE OVERFLOWED WITH HOLY SONGS. HE SANG IN A LOUD VOICE AND OVERTURNED THE PLANETS. HE OVERTURNED THE PLANETS AND OVERTURNED THE LORD OF THE WORLD. HE DISOWNED THE SONS OF THIS WORLD'S HOUSE, AND EVERYTHING THEY HAD DONE. HE WITNESSED THE NAME OF LIFE [LORD STEVE] AND THE LIGHT BEING WHO LET HIM HEAR HIS VOICE. HE DISOWNED THE WORKS OF THE TIBIL AND RAISED HIS EYES TO THE PLACE OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. 
THE LIGHT BEING OF LIFE REWARDS ADAM
FOR WHAT HE HAD DONE THE LIGHT BEING OF LIFE WAS KIND, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF LIGHT [JAMES 1:17] WAS FULL OF KINDNESS TO HIM AND COMMANDED A BUILDING BE ERECTED FOR HIM. HE COMMANDED A BUILDING BE ERECTED FOR HIM AND COMMANDED A PLANTING BE PLANTED FOR HIM. HE COMMANDED A JORDAN RIVER BE PREPARED FOR HIM SO, AT THE RIPE INSTANT WHEN HIS MEASURE WAS FULL, HE WOULD ASCEND AND INHABIT HIS BUILDING AND INHABIT THE PLACE OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT WITH ADAKAS ZIWA HIS FATHER [STEPHEN], AND BECOME A [SEXLESS] LIGHT BEING IN THE PLACE OF [SEXLESS] LIGHT. 
KABBALAH: ON THE CREATION OF THE UNIVERSE
IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH. NOW THE EARTH WAS UNFORMED AND VOID, AND DARKNESS WAS UPON THE FACE OF THE DEEP, AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD HOVERED OVER THE FACE OF THE WATERS. AND GOD SAID: 'LET THERE BE LIGHT.' AND THERE WAS LIGHT. AND GOD SAW THE LIGHT, THAT IT WAS GOOD, AND GOD DIVIDED THE LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS. AND GOD CALLED THE LIGHT DAY, AND THE DARKNESS HE CALLED NIGHT. AND THERE WAS EVENING AND THERE WAS MORNING, ONE DAY. 
BERESHIT (GENESIS), THE FIRST CHAPTER IN THE TORAH (PENTATEUCH) STARTS WITH THESE WORDS. THEY EVOKE A CERTAIN PICTURE. WE HAVE HEARD VARIOUS INTERPRETATIONS OF THESE WORDS AT THE LEVEL OF PESHAT (LITERAL MEANING). HOWEVER, THESE SIMPLE INTERPRETATIONS LEAVE A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF QUESTIONS, THEY LACK LOGIC AND A SCIENTIFIC APPROACH. KABBALISTS EXPLAIN THIS AS FOLLOWS:  ALL SACRED BOOKS TALK ABOUT ONLY THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, THE WAY IT WAS CREATED, AND HOW LATER OUR WORLD WAS CREATED FROM IT. MOREOVER, THESE BOOKS DO NOT JUST RELATE TO WHAT EXISTS BUT ALSO, THEY TEACH A PERSON TO BE ABLE TO SEE THAT WORLD. GRADUAL REVELATION OF THE UPPER WORLD IS CALLED THE SPIRITUAL ASCENT OF A PERSON, OR RUNGS OF THE SPIRITUAL ELEVATION. SEVERAL TECHNIQUES ARE USED IN THE BOOKS TO DESCRIBE THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. KABBALAH IS THE SCIENCE ABOUT THE STRUCTURE OF THE UPPER WORLD, IT USES THE LANGUAGE OF SEFIROT, PARTZUFIM, GRAPHS, AND DRAWINGS TO DESCRIBE IT. THE TORAH DESCRIBES THE UPPER WORLD USING EVERYDAY LANGUAGE. THERE IS ALSO THE ALLEGORICAL LANGUAGE AND THE LANGUAGE OF LAWS. NOW, WE WILL TRY TO TRANSLATE THE LANGUAGE OF THE TORAH INTO KABBALISTIC LANGUAGE. THE TORAH DESCRIBES THE EMERGENCE OF THE UPPER WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE], ITS STRUCTURE AND EVOLUTION AND THEN IT DEPICTS THE PROCESS OF OUR CREATION. BUT THIS IS NOT A PERSON OF OUR WORLD. THE TORAH TALKS ABOUT THE CREATION OF THE WILL TO RECEIVE, CALLED THE SOUL OR ADAM, WITH THE GOAL TO FILL THIS CREATION-DESIRE-SOUL WITH ETERNAL AND ABSOLUTE DELIGHT. THIS DESIRE TO DELIGHT IS THE ONLY CREATION. BESIDES IT THERE IS ONLY THE TRUE CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THUS, EVERYTHING BESIDES THE TRUE CREATOR IS NOTHING BUT VARIOUS MEASURES OF THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO [SEXLESS] DELIGHT. THE SAME THING HAPPENS IN OUR WORLD. THE ONLY THING THAT SEPARATES ALL OBJECTS FROM EACH OTHER IS THE DIFFERENT AMOUNT OF THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO [SEXLESS] DELIGHT, WHICH DETERMINES ALL PROPERTIES OF EACH OBJECT. THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO [SEXLESS] DELIGHT CONSISTS OF FIVE LEVELS, AND THESE FIVE PARTS OF DESIRE-CREATION ARE CALLED THE SEFIROT: KETER, HOCHMA, BINA, TIFFERET, AND MALCHUT. THE TRUE CREATOR WISHES TO COMPLETELY FILL CREATION WITH [SEXLESS] PLEASURE UNTIL CREATION SENSES PERFECTION AND ETERNITY. THIS IS BECAUSE THE TRUE CREATOR HIMSELF EXISTS IN THIS PARTICULAR STATE, AND WISHES TO BESTOW IT TO US. THE TRUE CREATOR IS PERFECT AND THE ONLY ONE. BEING PERFECT, HE WISHES TO BESTOW PERFECTION, HIS OWN CONDITION TO HIS CREATURES. THIS IS WHY THE GOAL OF CREATION IS TO REACH THE TRUE CREATOR'S PERFECTION, AND TO BE ABLE TO RECEIVE THAT WHICH THE TRUE CREATOR WANTS TO GIVE. KABBALAH DOES NOT DEAL WITH THE EVENTS IN OUR WORLD. IT RESEARCHES THE EVENTS IN THE UPPER WORLD, FROM WHERE ALL THE POWERS DESCENDED INTO OUR WORLD AND GENERATED AND INSTIGATED ALL THAT HAPPENS HERE. BY LEARNING KABBALAH, A PERSON STARTS SEEING THE UPPER WORLD. A PERSON IS ABLE TO ATTAIN THE TRUE CREATOR AND THE WAY HE CREATED THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. IN KABBALAH, THIS ACT IS CALLED "THE FIRST DAY OF CREATION." IN HIS SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS, SO CALLED SUBSEQUENT DAYS, THE TRUE CREATOR MADE GOVERNING FORCES OF THE UPPER WORLD. THE LAST, SIXTH, ACT OF THE TRUE CREATOR, THE SIXTH DAY OF CREATION, WAS MAKING OF ADAM. SINCE ADAM WAS THE FINAL ACT OF THE TRUE CREATOR, HE IS THE PURPOSE OF ENTIRE CREATION. EVERYTHING CREATED PRIOR TO HIM WAS CREATED FOR HIM. SO, WHAT IS ADAM’S DESTINY? ADAM MUST ATTAIN SIMILARITY WITH THE TRUE CREATOR, BECOME COMPLETELY EQUAL TO HIM [IN THE LORD’S IMAGE-LIKENESS & SIMILITUDE], AND HIMSELF RULE OVER THE ENTIRE EXISTENCE AND HIS OWN DESTINY. WHAT'S MORE, WE ARE OBLIGED TO REACH THIS MOST-HIGHEST AND PERFECT STATE ON HIS OWN. TO REACH IT ON HIS OWN MEANS THAT FIRST WE HAVE TO REACH THE WORST STATE, OPPOSITE THE STATE OF THE TRUE CREATOR, AND AFTER RISE FROM IT ON OUR OWN ACCORD. WITH THE HELP OF KABBALAH, A PERSON SEES BOTH WORLDS, OUR WORLD AND THE UPPER WORLD, AS WELL AS THE INTERACTION BETWEEN THEM. THE INFORMATION EMANATES FROM THE UPPER WORLD AND REALIZES INTO MATTER BEFORE OUR EYES. OUR REACTION TO THIS, WHICH DESCENDS FROM ABOVE IN THE FORM OF INFORMATION, RISES BACK TO THE UPPER WORLD AND DETERMINES IN WHICH WAY, GOOD OR EVIL OUR FUTURE WILL DESCEND AND MATERIALIZE. HENCE, THE TRUE CREATOR, EXISTING AT THE UTMOST LEVEL, CREATED CREATION FROM THE PROPERTY OPPOSITE TO HIM. HE FILLED IT WITH THE LIGHT, AND LATER BY EMPTYING IT OF THE LIGHT, LOWERED IT DOWN TO THE CONDITION OF "OUR WORLD." BY ASCENDING THE RUNGS OF THE SPIRITUAL LADDER, CREATION BECOMES WORTHY OF RECEIVING THE [SEXLESS] DELIGHT THAT IS MANY TIMES BIGGER THAN IT HAD BEFORE DESCENDING TO THIS WORLD. MOREOVER, CREATION MUST HAVE THE STRENGTH AND OPPORTUNITY TO ACT FREELY BETWEEN TWO OPPOSITE FORCES, ITS OWN EGOISM AND THE TRUE CREATOR, AND THEN TO INDEPENDENTLY CHOOSE AND ITS PATH. TO PLACE THESE CONDITIONS AT CREATION'S DISPOSAL, THE TRUE CREATOR HAS TO DO THE FOLLOWING: COMPLETELY DISTANCE CREATION FROM HIMSELF, PROVIDE IT WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO EVOLVE AND ATTAIN THIS EXISTENCE, PROVIDE IT WITH AN OPPORTUNITY OF FREE CHOICE. THE TRUE CREATOR GIVES US SUCH CONDITIONS GRADUALLY. INITIALLY CREATION, SENSING THE TRUE CREATOR, FILLED WITH THE TRUE LIGHT, IS NOT INDEPENDENT. IT IS COMPLETELY SUPPRESSED BY THE LIGHT AND THE LIGHT DICTATES TO CREATION ITS OWN RULES AND TRANSFERS IT ITS QUALITIES. IN ORDER TO MAKE CREATION INDEPENDENT FROM THE TRUE CREATOR, HE MUST DISTANCE HIMSELF COMPLETELY. IN OTHER WORDS, CREATION, FREEING ITSELF FROM THE LIGHT, GAINS FREEDOM OF ACTION. THE ACT OF EXPULSION OF LIGHT FROM THE SPIRITUAL KLI, VESSEL, IS CALLED THE RESTRICTION. THE TORAH STARTS WITH THE WORDS "AT THE BEGINNING" BERESHIT, WHICH IS THE BEGINNING OF THE PROCESS OF THE TRUE CREATOR'S DISTANCING FROM CREATION. THE WORD "BERESHIT" ORIGINATES FROM THE WORDS "BAR", "OUTSIDE." THAT IS, IT RECOUNTS THE EXIT FROM THE TRUE CREATOR INTO A SEPARATE CONDITION, BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH. "IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH." HEAVEN IS SEFIRA BINA WITH ITS ALTRUISTIC PROPERTIES. EARTH IS SEFIRA MALCHUT WITH ITS EARTHLY, EGOISTIC PROPERTIES. IN BETWEEN THESE TWO POLAR PROPERTIES, WHICH GIVE THE BASIS FOR THE ENTIRE SYSTEM OF EXISTENCE, HOVERS OUR SOUL. THE TORAH STARTS WITH BIRTH OF CREATION, THE UPPER WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE] AND MAKING OF MAN. IT DOES NOT START WITH THE END OF CREATION. THE FUNCTION OF THE TORAH IS TO GIVE PEOPLE OF THIS WORLD THE INSTRUCTION ON HOW TO RISE TO THE BEST MOST PERFECT STATE. IN ITS INITIAL STATE, CREATION, THE SOUL OR ADAM, IS NOT CORRECTED. IT MUST CORRECT ITSELF AND TO REACH THE STATE OF "FINAL CORRECTION." IMAGINE THAT YOU HAVE A BROKEN WORK TOOL WHICH YOU NEED FOR WORK. IT FOLLOWS THAT FIRST YOU HAVE TO FIX IT, AND USE IT ONLY AFTERWARDS. SO, THE TORAH INSTRUCTS US HOW TO FIX THIS BROKEN INSTRUMENT: THE SOUL WE RECEIVED FROM ABOVE. DURING THE CORRECTION, A PERSON EXISTS IN BETWEEN TWO WORLDS: UPPER WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE] AND LOWER WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE]. IN THE PROCESS OF CORRECTION, THE SOUL OBTAINS THE NECESSARY SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE, AND EXPERIENCE. MOST IMPORTANTLY, A PERSON ACQUIRES NEW SENSATIONS AND NEW, SPIRITUAL PROPERTIES. WHEN A PERSON CORRECTS HIS SOUL COMPLETELY, HE ACQUIRES PROPERTIES WHICH ALLOW HIM TO EXIST IN UPPER WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE] IN ITS FULL ENTIRETY, IN ETERNITY, PEACE, AND PERFECTION. NEITHER KABBALISTIC SOURCES, NOR TORAH DESCRIBE THIS SPECIAL STATE. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DESCRIBE IT, FOR THERE ARE NO ANALOGUES TO IT IN OUR LANGUAGE. ONLY THOSE WHO PASS ALL THE PRELIMINARY STATES OF CORRECTION AND REACH THE FINAL CORRECTION ATTAIN THIS STATE. WHATEVER LIES BEYOND THE FINAL CORRECTION IS NOT DESCRIBED ANYWHERE, THIS IS EXACTLY WHERE THE "THE TOP-SECRETS OF THE TORAH" REST. THERE ARE ONLY A FEW HINTS IN SUCH BOOKS LIKE "THE ZOHAR" AND TALMUD. THESE SPECIAL, SECRET STATES ARE CALLED "MAASE MERKAVA" AND "MAASE BERESHIT". BUT THESE ARE ONLY HINTS. IN REALITY, THESE STATES, SPIRITUAL REALMS CANNOT BE DESCRIBED IN WORDS, BECAUSE OUR WORDS, LETTERS, AND TERMS ARE TAKEN FROM OUR SYSTEM OF CORRECTION AND ARE EFFECTIVE ONLY THERE. WE ARE COMPLETELY UNAWARE OF THAT WHICH EXISTS BEYOND OUR SYSTEM OF CORRECTION, AND IT CANNOT BE TRANSPOSED INTO A HUMAN LANGUAGE AND SQUEEZED INTO OUR SYSTEM OF DEFINITIONS AND BELIEFS. “IN THE BEGINNING, GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH” REFERS TO MAKING OF TWO PROPERTIES: EGOISM AND ALTRUISM. THE EGOISTIC PROPERTY OF “EARTH GETS CORRECTED WITH THE HELP OF ALTRUISTIC PROPERTY OF “HEAVEN.” THE CORRECTION PROCESS CONSISTS OF SEVEN STATES, CALLED “SEVEN DAYS OF CREATION.” NATURALLY, THIS IS A CONDITIONAL NAME. IT HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE SEVEN DAYS ON EARTH, IT DOES NOT REFER TO EITHER DAY AND NIGHT OR LIGHT AND DARKNESS ON EARTH. RATHER, IT REFERS TO THE SPIRITUAL STATES AND SPIRITUAL SENSATIONS OF A PERSON WHO PASSES THROUGH THESE STAGES OF CORRECTION. IT TALKS ABOUT THE SYSTEM IN WHICH ONE’S SOUL IS CORRECTED WHILE EXISTING AT THE LEVEL CALLED “EARTH.” IT IS NECESSARY TO RISE THE SOUL FROM THE LEVEL OF SEFIRA MALCHUT TO THE LEVEL OF SEFIRA BINA. THIS MEANS THAT THE EGOISTICAL PROPERTY OF MALCHUT HAS TO BE TRANSFORMED INTO ALTRUISTIC PROPERTY OF BINA. THIS CAN BE ACHIEVED BY THE WAY OF SEVEN CONSECUTIVE CORRECTIONS CALLED “SEVEN DAYS OF THE WEEK.” THE TORAH EXPLAINS WHAT MAN WE MUST DO WITH OUR SOUL “EACH DAY.” 
FIRST DAY: IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH. NOW THE EARTH WAS UNFORMED AND VOID, AND DARKNESS WAS UPON THE FACE OF THE DEEP, AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD HOVERED OVER THE FACE OF THE WATERS. AND GOD SAID: 'LET THERE BE LIGHT.' AND THERE WAS LIGHT. AND GOD SAW THE LIGHT, THAT IT WAS GOOD, AND GOD DIVIDED THE LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS. AND GOD CALLED THE LIGHT DAY, AND THE DARKNESS HE CALLED NIGHT. AND THERE WAS EVENING AND THERE WAS MORNING, ONE DAY. 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN: “AND GOD DIVIDED THE LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS”? IN OUR CORRECTIONS WE MUST FOLLOW THE ACTS OF THE TRUE CREATOR. THEREFORE, THE VERY FIRST COMMANDMENT WE HAVE TO FULFILL IS TO SORT INSIDE OF OURSELVES OUR THOUGHTS AND [SEXLESS] DESIRES IN ORDER TO SEE WHICH OF THEM ARE PURE, “HEAVEN” AND WHICH ARE DARK, “EARTH”. THIS PROCESS IS CALLED “AKARAT HARA”, THE REALIZATION OF SEXUAL EVIL. THIS HAPPENS WHEN FROM THE STUDY OF KABBALISTIC BOOKS AND FROM THE RELATIONSHIPS IN THE KABBALISTIC GROUP WE START ANALYZING OUR PROPERTIES. CONTRASTING SPIRITUAL AND ANIMALISTIC PROPERTIES AGAINST EACH OTHER, AND DIVIDING AND SEPARATING THEM FROM EACH OTHER, IS WHAT CONSTITUTES THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS THE CORRECTION. THIS IS THE FIRST DAY OF MAN CREATING A HUMAN INSIDE OF HIMSELF. 
SECOND DAY: AND GOD SAID: 'LET THERE BE A FIRMAMENT IN THE MIDST OF THE WATERS, AND LET IT DIVIDE THE WATERS FROM THE WATERS.' AND GOD MADE THE FIRMAMENT, AND DIVIDED THE WATERS WHICH WERE UNDER THE FIRMAMENT FROM THE WATERS WHICH WERE ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT, AND IT WAS SO. AND GOD CALLED THE FIRMAMENT HEAVEN. AND THERE WAS EVENING AND THERE WAS MORNING, A SECOND DAY. 
AFTER WE HAVE SEPARATED INSIDE OF OURSELVES EGOISTIC AND ALTRUISTIC PROPERTIES, WE NEED TO BEGIN TO CORRECT THEM. THIS IS DONE BY USING THE SPECIAL LIGHT OF THE TRUE CREATOR, WHO EMANATES TWO KINDS OF THE LIGHT: THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA AND THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM. USING THE PROPERTY OF THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM (MERCY), CALLED “WATER”, WE MASTER THE PROPERTY OF BESTOWAL, ALTRUISM. “EARTH” IS THE EGOISTICAL PROPERTY TO RECEIVE AND TO ABSORB EVERYTHING INSIDE IS OUR INITIAL NATURE. WATER IS THE PROPERTY OF BESTOWAL, AND IT SATURATES THE EARTH AND CREATES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR LIFE TO APPEAR. THE PROPERTY OF BESTOWAL CORRECTS EGOISM AND ALLOWS US TO USE IT CORRECTLY, FOR PERSONAL BENEFIT AND FOR THE BENEFIT OF OTHERS. IN EGOISM, CORRECTED BY BESTOWAL, ONE SENSES THE UPPER WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE], THE TRUE CREATOR, AND SEES HIS OWN PREVIOUS LIVES AND THE PATH TOWARD THE PURPOSE OF CREATION. THE SOUL IS ETERNAL AND GOES FROM BODY TO BODY. THUS, IT IS PRECISELY WHERE ONE SEES OF ALL HIS PREVIOUS REINCARNATIONS. HE WHO HAS NOT CORRECTED HIS SOUL CANNOT BEHOLD ANYTHING ABOVE THIS WORLD. 
THIRD DAY: AND GOD SAID: 'LET THE WATERS UNDER THE HEAVEN BE GATHERED TOGETHER UNTO ONE PLACE, AND LET THE DRY LAND APPEAR.' AND IT WAS SO. AND GOD CALLED THE DRY LAND EARTH, AND THE GATHERING TOGETHER OF THE WATERS CALLED HE SEAS, AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD. AND GOD SAID: 'LET THE EARTH PUT FORTH GRASS, HERB YIELDING SEED, AND FRUIT-TREE BEARING FRUIT AFTER ITS KIND, WHEREIN IS THE SEED THEREOF, UPON THE EARTH.' AND IT WAS SO. AND THE EARTH BROUGHT FORTH GRASS, HERB YIELDING SEED AFTER ITS KIND, AND TREE BEARING FRUIT, WHEREIN IS THE SEED THEREOF, AFTER ITS KIND, AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD. AND THERE WAS EVENING AND THERE WAS MORNING, A THIRD DAY. 
THE WATERS GATHERED TOGETHER UNDER THE HEAVEN AND THE DRY LAND APPEARED. PART OF THE PRIMORDIAL EARTH APPEARS OUT OF THE WATERS. AFTER THE WATER CORRECTS THE EARTH, IT BECOMES SUITABLE FOR LIFE TO EMERGE, BECAUSE THE EARTH NOW CONTAINS BOTH THE PROPERTIES OF WATER, AND THE PROPERTIES OF EARTH. THE WATER ITSELF IS AS DEVASTATING FOR LIFE AS DRY LAND. REMEMBER HOW NOAH SENT A DOVE FROM THE ARK TO FIND DRY GROUND. PRECISELY THE RIGHT COMBINATION OF ALTRUISTIC AND EGOISTIC PROPERTIES OF “HEAVEN” AND “EARTH” INSIDE OF MAN'S SOUL FORMS THE BASIS FOR CORRECTION AND THE APPLICATION OF THE PROPERTIES OF THE TRUE CREATOR INSIDE OF A HUMAN BEING. THIS CORRECTION IS CALLED “KAV EMTZAI” (THE MIDDLE LINE). OUR NATURAL EGOISTIC NATURE IS CALLED EARTH AND REPRESENTS THE LEFT LINE. THE RIGHT LINE REPRESENTS THE PROPERTIES OF THE CREATOR, THAT IS, THE PROPERTIES OF WATER, ALTRUISM, OR BESTOWAL. THE MIDDLE LINE IS PRECISELY WHAT A HUMAN BEING NEEDS TO ACHIEVE, THAT IS, TO “CHOOSE LIFE”. IN OTHER WORDS, ONE HAS TO TAKE AS MUCH “WATER” AS IT IS NEEDED TO COMBINE IT WITH THE “EARTH” SO THAT THESE TWO LINES COMPLEMENT EACH OTHER AND YIELD FRUIT. FROM THIS COMBINATION OF PROPERTIES, THE EARTH BEARS THE “THE TREE OF LIFE” WHICH REPRESENTS THE SPIRITUAL PERSON WHO IS ABLE TO SENSE THE ENTIRE CREATION AND EXISTS IN ALL OF THE WORLDS HAPPILY AND ETERNALLY. WE EXIST ETERNALLY BECAUSE WE IDENTIFY OURSELVES WITH THE ETERNAL SOUL AND NOT THE EPHEMERAL BODY. WE START SENSING OURSELVES AS THE SOUL, AND PERCEIVE OUR BODY AS A TEMPORARY SHELL. THIS TRANSITION TOWARDS IDENTIFYING ONESELF WITH THE SOUL INSTEAD OF THE BODY IS PURELY PSYCHOLOGICAL AND OCCURS AS MAN GAINS THE PROPERTY OF BINA. 
FOURTH DAY: AND GOD SAID: 'LET THERE BE LIGHTS IN THE FIRMAMENT OF THE HEAVEN TO DIVIDE THE DAY FROM THE NIGHT; AND LET THEM BE FOR SIGNS, AND FOR SEASONS, AND FOR DAYS AND YEARS, AND LET THEM BE FOR LIGHTS IN THE FIRMAMENT OF THE HEAVEN TO GIVE LIGHT UPON THE EARTH.' AND IT WAS SO. AND GOD MADE THE TWO GREAT LIGHTS: THE GREATER LIGHT TO RULE THE DAY, AND THE LESSER LIGHT TO RULE THE NIGHT, AND THE STARS. AND GOD SET THEM IN THE FIRMAMENT OF THE HEAVEN TO GIVE LIGHT UPON THE EARTH, AND TO RULE OVER THE DAY AND OVER THE NIGHT, AND TO DIVIDE THE LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS, AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD. AND THERE WAS EVENING AND THERE WAS MORNING, A FOURTH DAY. 
ON DAY FOUR, THE LIGHT IN THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN EMERGED TO SIGNIFY THE CHANGE OF THE DAY AND NIGHT, MONTHS, AND YEARS. CORRECTION HAPPENS IN EVEN THE TINIEST PART OF THE UNIVERSE AS WELL AS IN THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE IN GENERAL. CREATION, IN ITS TOTALITY, IS CALLED ADAM OR THE SOUL, ITS COMPONENTS ARE CALLED INDIVIDUAL SOULS, OR “BNEI ADAM”, THE SONS OF ADAM. EACH INDIVIDUAL SOUL IS SUBJECT TO THE SAME STAGES OF CORRECTION AS THE COMMON SOUL. 
FIFTH DAY: AND GOD SAID: 'LET THE WATERS SWARM WITH SWARMS OF LIVING CREATURES, AND LET FOWL FLY ABOVE THE EARTH IN THE OPEN FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN.' AND GOD CREATED THE GREAT SEA-MONSTERS, AND EVERY LIVING CREATURE THAT CREEPETH, WHEREWITH THE WATERS SWARMED, AFTER ITS KIND, AND EVERY WINGED FOWL AFTER ITS KIND; AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD. AND GOD BLESSED THEM, SAYING: 'BE FRUITFUL, AND MULTIPLY, AND FILL THE WATERS IN THE SEAS, AND LET FOWL MULTIPLY IN THE EARTH.' AND THERE WAS EVENING AND THERE WAS MORNING, A FIFTH DAY. 
THE BOOK OF ZOHAR DESCRIBES THAT EACH DAY IS THE ERECTION OF “EICHALOT” (HEAVENLY DWELLINGS), THE ERECTION OF EMPTINESS (SEXLESS DESIRE). AS SOUL’S EGOISTICAL PROPERTIES ARE CORRECTED TO ALTRUISTIC, THEY ARE GRADUALLY FILLED WITH THE UPPER LIGHT. PEOPLE WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED CLINICAL DEATH HAVE IN PART SENSED THIS UPPER LIGHT, AND LATER DESCRIBE A SPECIAL MAGICAL HEAVENLY SENSATION OF PEACE AND JOY. THIS GRADUAL FILLING OF EMPTY SPACES LEADS ALL THE SOULS TOWARD THE STATE OF FINAL CORRECTION AND PERFECTION. THERE IS NO TIME IN THE UPPER WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE] AS TIME DISAPPEARS BECAUSE ALL THESE STATES ARE PERFECT. THE SAME GOES FOR THE NARRATIVE OF THE TORAH: THERE IS NO SEPARATION OF TIME AND ALL THE EVENTS ARE CONNECTED ONLY THROUGH CAUSE-AND-EFFECT-RELATIONSHIPS. WE WILL SEE THAT MAN WAS CREATED ON THE SIXTH DAY AND EXISTED FOR JUST A FEW HOURS BEFORE COMMITTING A SIN AND FALLING INTO THE LOWER WORLD. WITH HIM FELL THE ENTIRE WORLD. 
SIXTH DAY: AND GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE, IN THE IMAGE OF GOD HE CREATED HIM…AND GOD SAID UNTO THEM…HAVE DOMINION OVER THE FISH OF THE SEA, AND OVER THE FOWL OF THE AIR, AND OVER EVERY LIVING THING THAT CREEPETH UPON THE EARTH.' 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN “IN HIS OWN IMAGE”? IN THE TORAH “IN HIS OWN IMAGE” IS WRITTEN AS “BE TSELEM ELOKIM BARA…”. “TSELEM” SIGNIFIES A PART OF BINA, WHICH DESCENDS FROM BINA INTO THE SOUL AND IMPARTS INTO THE SOUL PROPERTIES OF THE TRUE CREATOR. IN OTHER WORDS, PARTZUF BINA REPRESENTS THE INSTRUMENT OF THE UPPER GOVERNANCE, WHICH COMMANDS ALL THE SOULS, THEIR WAYS, AND ORDER OF CORRECTION. EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS WITH US ORIGINATES IN BINA. MALCHUT IS THE COLLECTION OF ALL THE SOULS THAT NEED CORRECTION. TO CORRECT MALCHUT, A SPECIAL INSTRUMENT EMANATES FROM BINA. IT PENETRATES BINA AND ALLOWS HER TO CORRECT. THIS SELF-HELP SYSTEM, WHICH THE MALCHUT OF EACH SOUL RECEIVES FROM ABOVE IS CALLED “TZELEM” – “IMAGE.” BY THIS WE MEAN A COLLECTION OF PROPERTIES, THE TRUE CREATOR’S IMAGE. WITHOUT HAVING INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROGRAM OF CREATION, AND WITHOUT SENSING THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS, WE DO NOT KNOW HOW TO ACT, WHAT STEPS TO TAKE. WE ARE UNABLE TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IS REQUIRED OF US. FOR US TO HAVE THESE NECESSARY MEANS FOR ADVANCEMENT, THE UPPER DEGREE, BINA, HAS TO TEACH US WHAT WE SHOULD DO. THIS IS WHAT TSELEM, THE AUXILIARY INSTRUMENT DESCENDING FROM BINA, DOES INSIDE OF US. IT IMPLANTS ITSELF INTO OUR SOUL AND SUMMONS ALL KINDS OF NECESSARY CORRECTIONS. THEREFORE, IT IS SAID THAT TSELEM HELPS TO TURN US INTO A HUMAN. 
SEVENTH DAY: THUS, THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH WERE FINISHED, AND ALL THE HOST OF THEM. AND ON THE SEVENTH DAY GOD ENDED HIS WORK WHICH HE HAD MADE; AND HE RESTED ON THE SEVENTH DAY FROM ALL HIS WORK WHICH HE HAD MADE. AND GOD BLESSED THE SEVENTH DAY, AND SANCTIFIED IT: BECAUSE THAT IN IT HE HAD RESTED FROM ALL HIS WORK WHICH GOD CREATED AND MADE. THESE ARE THE GENERATIONS OF THE HEAVENS AND OF THE EARTH WHEN THEY WERE CREATED, IN THE DAY THAT THE LORD GOD MADE THE EARTH AND THE HEAVENS, AND EVERY PLANT OF THE FIELD BEFORE IT WAS IN THE EARTH, AND EVERY HERB OF THE FIELD BEFORE IT GREW: FOR THE LORD GOD HAD NOT CAUSED IT TO RAIN UPON THE EARTH, AND THERE WAS NOT A MAN TO TILL THE GROUND. BUT THERE WENT UP A MIST FROM THE EARTH, AND WATERED THE WHOLE FACE OF THE GROUND. AND THE LORD GOD FORMED MAN OF THE DUST OF THE GROUND, AND BREATHED INTO HIS NOSTRILS THE BREATH OF LIFE, AND MAN BECAME A LIVING SOUL. AND THE LORD GOD PLANTED A GARDEN EASTWARD IN EDEN; AND THERE HE PUT THE MAN WHOM HE HAD FORMED. AND OUT OF THE GROUND MADE THE LORD GOD TO GROW EVERY TREE THAT IS PLEASANT TO THE SIGHT, AND GOOD FOR FOOD; THE TREE OF LIFE ALSO IN THE MIDST OF THE GARDEN, AND THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. AND A RIVER WENT OUT OF EDEN TO WATER THE GARDEN, AND FROM THENCE IT WAS PARTED, AND BECAME INTO FOUR HEADS. THE NAME OF THE FIRST IS PISON: THAT IS, IT WHICH COMPASSETH THE WHOLE LAND OF HAVILAH, WHERE THERE IS GOLD; AND THE GOLD OF THAT LAND IS GOOD: THERE IS BDELLIUM AND THE ONYX STONE. AND THE NAME OF THE SECOND RIVER IS GIHON: THE SAME IS IT THAT COMPASSETH THE WHOLE LAND OF ETHIOPIA. AND THE NAME OF THE THIRD RIVER IS HIDDEKEL: THAT IS, IT WHICH GOETH TOWARD THE EAST OF ASSYRIA. AND THE FOURTH RIVER IS EUPHRATES. AND THE LORD GOD TOOK THE MAN, AND PUT HIM INTO THE GARDEN OF EDEN TO DRESS IT AND TO KEEP IT. AND THE LORD GOD COMMANDED THE MAN, SAYING, OF EVERY TREE OF THE GARDEN THOU MAYEST FREELY EAT: BUT OF THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, THOU SHALT NOT EAT OF IT: FOR IN THE DAY THAT THOU EATEST THEREOF THOU SHALT SURELY DIE. 
ON THE SEVENTH DAY MAN CLIMBED HIGHER AND HIGHER. HE PERFORMED CORRECTIONS INSIDE OF HIMSELF SIX TIMES: HESED, GEVURA, TIFFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD. THESE SIX CONSECUTIVE CORRECTIONS ARE CALLED SIX DAYS OR SIX THOUSAND YEARS OF CREATION. THE LAST SEFIRA (MALCHUT) IS NOT CAPABLE OF CORRECTING ITSELF. HOWEVER, AFTER MALCHUT ABSORBS THE PROPERTIES OF THE SIX PREVIOUS SEFIROT, IT IS ABLE TO RECEIVE THEIR PROPERTIES. THIS IS WHY THE ESSENCE OF THE SEVENTH DAY IS THAT EVERYTHING THAT WAS ACCUMULATED AND CREATED IN THE COURSE OF THE SIX DAYS ENTERS MALCHUT. SATURDAY IS CONSIDERED TO BE A SPECIAL DAY, BECAUSE IN THIS STATE THE SOULS ARE FILLED WITH THE UPPER LIGHT. THE ONLY CONDITION IS “NOT TO HAMPER” THIS PROCESS, WHICH IS SYMBOLICALLY EXPRESSED IN THE LAWS OF SHABBAT. 
THE STORY CONTINUES: AND THE LORD GOD SAID, IT IS NOT GOOD THAT THE MAN SHOULD BE ALONE, I WILL MAKE HIM A HELP MEET FOR HIM. AND OUT OF THE GROUND THE LORD GOD FORMED EVERY BEAST OF THE FIELD, AND EVERY FOWL OF THE AIR; AND BROUGHT THEM UNTO ADAM TO SEE WHAT HE WOULD CALL THEM: AND WHATSOEVER ADAM CALLED EVERY LIVING CREATURE, THAT WAS THE NAME THEREOF. AND ADAM GAVE NAMES TO ALL CATTLE, AND TO THE FOWL OF THE AIR, AND TO EVERY BEAST OF THE FIELD; BUT FOR ADAM THERE WAS NOT FOUND A HELP MEET FOR HIM. AND THE LORD GOD CAUSED A DEEP SLEEP TO FALL UPON ADAM, AND HE SLEPT: AND HE TOOK ONE OF HIS RIBS, AND CLOSED UP THE FLESH INSTEAD THEREOF; AND THE RIB, WHICH THE LORD GOD HAD TAKEN FROM MAN, MADE HE A WOMAN, AND BROUGHT HER UNTO THE MAN. AND ADAM SAID, THIS IS NOW BONE OF MY BONES, AND FLESH OF MY FLESH: SHE SHALL BE CALLED WOMAN, BECAUSE SHE WAS TAKEN OUT OF MAN. THEREFORE, SHALL A MAN LEAVE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER, AND SHALL CLEAVE UNTO HIS WIFE: AND THEY SHALL BE ONE FLESH. AND THEY WERE BOTH NAKED, THE MAN AND HIS WIFE, AND WERE NOT ASHAMED.
QUESTION: IS THERE A CONNECTION BETWEEN SEVEN DAYS OF CREATION AND THE YEARS OF SPIRITUAL CHRONOLOGY? 
YES, SUCH A CONNECTION EXISTS. FOR MANKIND, THESE SEVEN DAYS OF CREATION PASS BY AS SIX THOUSAND’S YEARS. SIX THOUSAND’S YEARS ARE EQUIVALENT TO THE SIX DAYS OF THE WEEK, WEEKDAYS, DURING WHICH MANKIND CORRECTS ITSELF, FIRST, UNCONSCIOUSLY AND LATER CONSCIOUSLY THROUGH THEIR OWN WORK. EVENTUALLY, MANKIND REACHES THE SEVENTH MILLENNIUM, OR THE SEVENTH DAY OF SATURDAY. THIS IS THE STATE WHEN THE UPPER INFINITE LIGHT OF PLEASURE AND ABUNDANCE FILLS MANKIND'S CORRECTED PROPERTIES. 
QUESTION: DOES A NUMBER “SEVEN” HAVE SOME SECRET MEANING? 
THE SYSTEM THAT GOVERNS OUR WORLD CONSISTS OF SEVEN PARTS. IN OUR WORLD WE HAVE MANY DIVISIONS INTO 7 OR 70: SEVENTY NATIONS OF THE WORLD, SEVEN DAYS OF THE WEEK; MAN’S SOUL CONSISTS OF SEVENTY PARTS, MAN’S LIFE IS CONSIDERED TO BE SEVENTY YEARS LONG, AND SO ON. THE ENTIRE PATH OF MANKIND CONSISTS OF SIX DAYS – 6000 YEARS OF CORRECTION. COMMON CONSCIOUS CORRECTION OF MANKIND STARTED IN 1995 (5755). DURING THE TIME LEFT UNTIL 6000 YEARS, WE, THE ENTIRE MANKIND, HAVE TO CORRECT OURSELVES, AND LATER, IN THE SEVENTH MILLENNIUM, RECEIVE A DESERVED, EARNED REWARD. 
QUESTION: CAN WE INFLUENCE THESE PROCESSES, “COMPRESS” THE TIME, AND SHORTEN OUR PATH TOWARDS THE PURPOSE OF CREATION? 
THE ONLY THING THAT WE CAN DO IS TO ACCELERATE THE SEVEN THOUSAND-YEAR LONG PROCESS SET UPON US FROM ABOVE. THOSE WHO CAN APPROACH THIS PROCESS INDIVIDUALLY, ENTER INTO THE UPPER WORLD AND PERFECT REALITY EARLIER. ALSO, THE VERY PATH OF CORRECTION, IF DONE CONSCIOUSLY BY APPLYING ONE’S OWN EFFORTS, IS FELT AS A REFLECTION OR ROMANTIC URGE RATHER THAN A CONSTANT BLOW OF FATE. WE STUDY THE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONING OF THE ENTIRE EXISTENCE TO BE ABLE TO CLEARLY UNDERSTAND HOW TO INTERVENE AND ALTER THIS PROCESS. IN GENERAL, MAN CANNOT EXERT A DIRECT INFLUENCE UPON HIS ROOT/ORIGINS. HE EXISTS AT THE LOWER DEGREE AS THE UPPER’S DERIVATIVE. HOWEVER, BY CORRECTING OURSELVES AND BECOMING SIMILAR TO OUR ROOT, WE ARE ABLE TO CHANGE OUR INNER SENSATION OF WHAT WE RECEIVE FROM ABOVE. INSTEAD OF BLOWS OF FATE, CONSTANT PROBLEMS, AND DAILY DIFFICULTIES, WE START TO EXPERIENCING BLISS, PEACE, PERFECTION AND COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE. THE TRUE CREATOR HAS PUT US INTO THIS WORLD SO THAT WE CAN, BY USING KABBALAH, MASTER THE UPPER WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE] AND START RULING OVER OUR OWN DESTINY. LUCKILY TIME WORKS IN OUR FAVOR. THE TIME OF INNER-SPIRITUAL AND OUTER-PHYSICAL DELIVERANCE OF THE ENTIRE HUMANITY IS APPROACHING, ACCORDING TO THE PREFACE TO THE “BOOK OF THE ZOHAR.” AS MAN CANNOT EXIST IN OUR WORLD WITHOUT ANY KNOWLEDGE OF IT, SIMILARLY MAN’S SOUL AFTER THE DEATH OF ITS BODY CANNOT EXIST IN THE UPPER WORLD WITHOUT RECEIVING SOME PRELIMINARY KNOWLEDGE ABOUT IT. THIS IS WHY THE KNOWLEDGE OF KABBALAH GUARANTEES COMFORTABLE EXISTENCE IN OUR WORLD AND AFFIRMS ETERNAL AND PERFECT EXISTENCE IN THE WORLD TO BE. OUR WORLD EXISTS AND IS SUSTAINED BY THE TINY SPARK OF THE SPIRITUAL LIGHT THAT BROKE THROUGH THE BORDER OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLD AND SLIPPED INTO OUR WORLD. NOW IMAGINE THE SPIRITUAL WORLD WHICH CONSISTS ENTIRELY OF THE LIGHT, MILLIONS AND MILLIONS OF TIMES BIGGER THAN THE SPARK, CONTAINING ALL THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURES OF OUR WORLD. THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE THAT EXISTS THERE INCLUDES SENSATIONS OF ETERNITY, FREEDOM, AND COMPLETE FULFILLMENT. THIS IS THE REASON WHY WE ARE GIVEN THE TORAH. THE TORAH IS A COLLECTION OF RULES THAT GOVERN THE WORLD. IT IS THE DESCRIPTION OF THE LAWS OF CREATION. THESE ARE THE SPIRITUAL LAWS. THEY RESEMBLE A NET THAT LIES BENEATH ALL THE WORLDS AND RULES OVER THEM. IN THE BEGINNING ONLY ONE NET WAS CREATED. LATER COARSE MATTER FORMED IN IT. MORE SUBTLE MATTER IS "SPIRITUAL WORLDS” AND THE COARSEST MATTER IS CALLED "OUR WORLD." THE TORAH WAS WRITTEN BY MOSHE (MOSES), A KABBALIST. THE TORAH DESCRIBES THE [SEXLESS] LAWS OF THE WORLDS. HOWEVER, IT DOES SO ALLEGORICALLY, IN EARTHLY LANGUAGE AND THUS IT SEEMS TO US THAT THE TORAH IS A HISTORICAL NARRATIVE. BUT DOES THE TORAH REALLY SPEAK ABOUT? THE TRUE CREATOR CREATED A CREATURE, ADAM, AND GAVE IT A CAPACITY TO EVOLVE. AS THE RESULT OF THIS EVOLUTION, AT ITS TENTH DEGREE, THERE WAS A NEED TO IMPLANT THE PROPERTY OF BINA (BESTOWAL/MERCY) INTO CREATION. OTHERWISE, CREATION WOULD SELF-DESTRUCT. TEN GENERATIONS (I.E. TEN SEFIROT) SEPARATE ADAM AND NOAH: ADAM, SETH, ENOSH, KENAN, MAHALALEL, JARED, ENOCH, METHUSELAH, LAMECH, NOAH. THIS IS HOW THE TORAH NARRATES THE EVENTS THAT FOLLOWED: 
NOAH: AND IT REPENTED THE LORD THAT HE HAD MADE MAN ON THE EARTH, AND IT GRIEVED HIM AT HIS HEART. AND THE LORD SAID: 'I WILL BLOT OUT MAN WHOM I HAVE CREATED FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH, BOTH MAN, AND BEAST, AND CREEPING THING, AND FOWL OF THE AIR, FOR IT REPENTETH ME THAT I HAVE MADE THEM.' BUT NOAH FOUND GRACE IN THE EYES OF THE LORD. THESE ARE THE GENERATIONS OF NOAH. NOAH WAS IN HIS GENERATIONS A MAN RIGHTEOUS AND WHOLEHEARTED, NOAH WALKED WITH GOD. AND NOAH BEGOT THREE SONS, SHEM, HAM, AND JAPHETH. AND THE EARTH WAS CORRUPT BEFORE GOD, AND THE EARTH WAS FILLED WITH VIOLENCE. AND GOD SAW THE EARTH, AND, BEHOLD, IT WAS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT, FOR ALL FLESH HAD CORRUPTED THEIR WAY UPON THE EARTH. AND GOD SAID UNTO NOAH: 'THE END OF ALL FLESH IS COME BEFORE ME; FOR THE EARTH IS FILLED WITH VIOLENCE THROUGH THEM; AND, BEHOLD, I WILL DESTROY THEM WITH THE EARTH. MAKE THEE AN ARK OF GOPHER WOOD; WITH ROOMS SHALT THOU MAKE THE ARK, AND SHALT PITCH IT WITHIN AND WITHOUT WITH PITCH…AND I, BEHOLD, I DO BRING THE FLOOD OF WATERS UPON THE EARTH, TO DESTROY ALL FLESH, WHEREIN IS THE BREATH OF LIFE, FROM UNDER HEAVEN; EVERY THING THAT IS IN THE EARTH SHALL PERISH. 
WHAT IS NOAH? WHAT IS AN ARK? NO WORDS CAN EXPRESS THE DEPTH OF ONE SENSATION’S IN THE REVELATION OF THE UPPER WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE] IN THE BOOK OF ZOHAR. THE TORAH, IN CONTRAST, RENDERS THE SECRETS AND MAGNITUDE OF THE EXISTENCE IN SIMPLE WORDS AND STORIES THAT SEEM LIKE HISTORIC DESCRIPTIONS. THIS COMPLETELY CONFUSES US AND PREVENTS US FROM FOCUSING ON GENUINE UNDERSTANDING OF MULTI-LAYERED STRUCTURE OF THE UNIVERSE. MOREOVER, IF WE RELATE TO THE EVENTS DESCRIBED IN THE TORAH IN A SUPERFICIAL MANNER, WE BRING IT DOWN TO THE EARTHLY LEVEL. THE TORAH LOSES ITS ENTIRE VALUE OF PROVIDING THE INSTRUCTIONS FOR ENTERING THE UPPER WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE]. HOWEVER, IF YOU APPROACH THE KABBALISTIC BOOKS CORRECTLY, YOU WILL UNCOVER THE DEEPEST LAYERS OF EXISTENCE. YOU WILL FIND YOURSELF BEYOND TIME AND SPACE OF THIS WORLD, AND REALIZE WHAT THE AUTHOR OF THE TORAH, THE TRUE CREATOR, HAS IN MIND. THIS CHAPTER SAYS THAT "ALL FLESH HAD [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED THEIR WAY UPON THE EARTH". DOES THIS CURRENTLY APPLY TO US? THE ANSWER IS THAT IT APPLIES TO ALL GENERATIONS. THIS IS AN ON-GOING PROCESS IN EACH OF US. THE TORAH DOES NOT SPEAK ABOUT THE EVENTS THAT HAPPENED AT SOME POINT IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND. THE TORAH EXPLAINS THAT THIS IS MAN'S CONDITION. THIS IS THE STATE IN WHICH MAN SEES ALL OF HIS ANIMALISTIC SEXUAL DESIRES [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], AND WANTS TO "SORT" THEM BY DISCERNING WHICH SEXLESS DESIRE IS PERSONALLY HIS, WHICH DESIRE CAN HELP US IN OUR SPIRITUAL PROGRESS, AND WHICH DESIRES WE HAVE TO DROWN. 
NOAH – PROPERTY OF BESTOWAL IN A MAN 
OUR SPIRITUAL DESIRES ARE INSIDE OF OURSELVES, HOWEVER, THEY ARE COMPLETELY SUPPRESSED BY ALL OTHER DESIRES. WE ARE BORN INTO AND LIVE IN THE SOCIETY WHICH DICTATES TO US OUR DESIRES THROUGH ADVERTISING. TODAY, THIS IS LIKE A DREADFUL PLAGUE. WE ARE CONSTANTLY SUBJECTED TO AN INTELLECTUAL AND EMOTIONAL ASSAULT. THIS IS BECAUSE THE TRUE CREATOR CREATED BOTH FORCES AGAINST EACH OTHER. THE MORE OPPORTUNITIES MAN HAS FOR SPIRITUAL ELEVATION AND GROWTH, THE STRONGER ARE THE HINDERING FORCES THAT OPPOSE THIS PROCESS. THESE FORCES ARE NECESSARY FOR OUR SPIRITUAL WORK, FOR ANALYSIS AND REALIZATION OF OUR PROPERTIES. INITIALLY, MAN HAS ONLY ONE FORCE CALLED "THE POINT IN THE HEART.' THIS IS THE CENTER OF OUR [SEXLESS] DESIRES THAT CONNECTS MAN TO THE TRUE CREATOR. HOWEVER, THIS POINT IS TOTALLY SUPPRESSED BY ALL THE OTHER [SEXUAL] DESIRES AND URGES THAT THE SURROUNDING WORLD LASHES UPON MAN. IT IS NECESSARY TO EXTRACT FROM ALL THESE FORCES AND DESIRES THAT EXIST INSIDE OF MAN, ONLY ONE MOST IMPORTANT AND PERSONAL [SEXLESS] DESIRE. MY PERSONAL [SEXLESS] DESIRE IS TURNED ONLY UPWARDS. THE SOUL IS THE ONLY PERSONAL ASPECT OF MAN, AND EVERYTHING ELSE IS CORPOREAL AND ABSOLUTELY FOREIGN. ONLY THE GENUINE AND PURE DESIRE IS CALLED "NOAH INSIDE OF A MAN." MAN COMPLETES THE EVOLUTION OF CREATION. IT IS KNOWN THAT THE PUREST CREATION IS MADE FIRST. AS FOR MAN, HE IS THE COARSEST CREATION OUT OF ALL EXISTING IN THE WORLD. BUT WHEN MAN ACQUIRES A SCREEN OF THE STRONGEST ANTI-EGOISTICAL POWER AND PUSHES THE LIGHT AWAY, HE LATER RECEIVES THIS LIGHT WITHIN. HE REACHES THE HIGHEST LEVEL OUT OF ALL CREATIONS OF THE WORLD. THIS IS THE SECRET OF "TSELEM ELOKIM" (GOD'S SEXLESS IMAGE). BY RECEIVING THE STRONGEST DESIRE AND BUILDING A CORRESPONDING SCREEN, MAN REACHES THE UPMOST LEVEL. WHEN THE SCREEN OF SUCH DEGREE GETS BROKEN, THE SCATTERED VESSELS (KELIM-DESIRES) FALL LOWER THAN THE OTHERS. "TSELEM ELOKIM" REPRESENTS BINA, DESIRE TO BESTOW. PART OF "TSELEM ELOKIM" EXISTS INSIDE OF US, SO THAT WE COULD UNDERSTAND, AT LEAST A LITTLE, WHAT IS BESTOWAL AND WHAT IS THE TRUE CREATOR. THIS IS WHY MAN HAS A RIGHT TO CHOOSE. IF WE BRING OURSELVES TO THE CORRECT CORRESPONDENCE TO THE TRUE CREATOR, WE WILL BE ABLE TO USE OUR EGOISM IN ORDER TO BESTOW, AND BY DOING SO GROW AND ADVANCE. HOWEVER, IF WE WANT TO USE THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE THAT WE RECEIVE FROM THE TRUE CREATOR SELFISHLY BY MAKING IT SEXUAL PLEASURE, WE FALL LOWER THAN ALL THE REST. "TSELEM ELOKIM" IS THE POWER GIVEN TO US FROM ABOVE SO THAT WE USE OUR EGOISM CORRECTLY. NO OTHER CREATURE RECEIVED ANYTHING LIKE THIS. 
AND THE FEAR OF YOU AND THE DREAD OF YOU SHALL BE UPON EVERY BEAST OF THE EARTH, AND UPON EVERY FOWL OF THE AIR, AND UPON ALL WHEREWITH THE GROUND TEEMETH, AND UPON ALL THE FISHES OF THE SEA…. 
IN NATURE, THE YOUNG FEEL HUMILITY AND TREMOR IN FRONT OF THE OLD. WHEN MAN SINNED WITH THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE THE HIGH LEVEL OF LIGHT THAT HE RECEIVED EARLIER DISAPPEARED. WHAT REMAINED WAS ONLY THE EMPTIED DESIRE, THE BIGGEST DESIRE CREATED ON EARTH. THEN MAN FELT THAT HE WAS THE LOWEST CREATURE ON EARTH. "TSELEM ELOKIM" IS THE PART IN US THAT RESEMBLES THE PROPERTY OF BINA - BESTOWAL. THIS PART IN US IS THAT WHAT ALLOWS US TO GRASP THE TRUE CREATOR AND HIS PROPERTIES. BY CHOOSING CORRECTLY AND RESTRICTING OUR DESIRES, WE CAN WORK FOR BESTOWAL. "TSELEM ELOKIM" IS THE POWER OF BESTOWAL THAT THE TRUE CREATOR GAVE EXCLUSIVELY TO US. 
THE FLOOD: NOAH & HIS IMMEDIATE FAMILY IS ONLY SAVED
USUALLY WATER REFERS TO PURIFYING THE ENVIRONMENT, THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM (MERCY). HOWEVER HERE THE STRONG STREAMS OF WATER SURROUNDING MAN BECAME INUNDATING AND DEADLY. WHAT ARE THESE FORCES THAT OUTWARDLY RESEMBLE WATERS, BUT IN REALITY, BRING ALONG DEATH? WHEN EXTERNAL AND ALL SORTS OF CONFLICTING THOUGHTS AND [SEXUAL] DESIRES OVERWHELM A PERSON, THIS BECOMES LIKE THE FLOOD. ALTHOUGH THE FLOOD COMES AS A VERY HARSH FORCE THAT CAN DESTROY EVERYTHING, THIS VERY FORCE PURIFIES WITH ITS HARSHNESS. HOWEVER, IT ONLY PURIFIES US IF WE, AS NOAH DID, ERECT THE ARK AROUND OURSELVES. NOAH REPRESENTS A PERSON WHO FALLS INTO A STATE IN WHICH THE HEAVY WATERS OF THE FLOOD TRY TO DISTRACT HIM FROM THE PATH. IF A PERSON CONTINUOUSLY CONSORTS WITH FOREIGN FORCES AND INTENTIONS, THEY WILL TURN INTO THE FLOOD. HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ESCAPE THEM. HE WILL BE CONSTANTLY BOMBARDED BY THE DEADLY DESIRES OF THE SURROUNDING PEOPLE, DICTATING TO HIM WHAT HE HAS TO DO. SOME CRAVE MONEY [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10], OTHERS WANT POWER OR FAME [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. EVERYTHING AROUND US IS IMPREGNATED WITH SOMEBODY ELSE'S [SEXUAL] DESIRES. ONLY ONE THING CAN SAVE ONE'S SOUL: AN EVEN DEEPER CONNECTION WITH THE PURPOSE OF CREATION. WE HAVE TO BUILD A SURROUNDING LAYER, A SCREEN, AROUND OURSELVES. THIS SCREEN WILL PROTECT US FROM OUTSIDE OBSTACLES THAT ATTEMPT TO DISTRACT, SEDUCE OR FRIGHTEN A PERSON. IF WE CANNOT CONSTRUCT THE PROTECTIVE SHIELD THAT WILL SHELTER US FROM ALL THE USELESS FOLLY OF THIS WORLD, WE WILL NOT ABLE TO PROGRESS SPIRITUALLY. THE ARK REPRESENTS A MAKE-SHIFT SCREEN, THIS IS A SHIELDING FORCE THAT ONE BUILDS FOR THEMSELVES. ONE WHO HOLDS THE PURPOSE OF CREATION CANNOT BE EXPOSED TO ANY OTHER INFLUENCES. THE ARK IS ONLY ONE OF MANY ACTIONS THAT WE NEED TO PERFORM IF WE WANT TO ADVANCE SPIRITUALLY. 
MAN BECOMES SLIGHTLY BETTER – SLIGHTLY BETTER BECOMES THE WORLD 
NOAH IS THE NEXT MAN AFTER ADAM. HE STARTS THE ENTIRE JOURNEY ON EARTH. IN HEBREW, EARTH IS "ERETZ", IT IS OUR INTERNAL [SEXLESS] DESIRE "RATZON". ONE CANNOT EMBARK ON THEIR JOURNEY ON EARTH, TRANSFORM SOMETHING INSIDE, WITHOUT FIRST SECURING THIS POWER, SUPPORT, AND INTERNAL SYSTEM WHICH WILL FREE MAN FROM ANY EXTERNAL OBSTACLES. THE ARK IS THE MEANS THAT NOAH, THAT IS, THE SOUL THAT REACHED THIS SPIRITUAL DEGREE, CHOSE IN ORDER TO PROGRESS TOWARDS THE GOAL. THE ENTIRE WORLD EXISTS INSIDE OF OUR SOUL. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ENTIRE EXISTENCE AND THE ROOT OF THE WORLD ARE INSIDE OF IT. WE EXIST AT THE MOST- HIGHEST LEVEL OF OUR WORLD, MEANING THAT OUR SOUL INCLUDES ALL THE ANIMATE, VEGETATIVE, AND INANIMATE SOULS. THE ENTIRE WORLD CHANGES IN ACCORDANCE WITH US: WE BECOME SLIGHTLY BETTER, SLIGHTLY BETTER BECOMES THE WORLD. BY ASCENDING, THAT IS CORRECTING OURSELVES BY OVERCOMING OBSTACLES WE ELEVATE THE REST OF NATURE ALONG WITH OURSELVES. IN THIS CHAPTER, THE EXAMPLE OF NOAH SHOWS US HOW WE SHOULD BEHAVE WHEN WE FIND OURSELVES IN A PECULIAR ENVIRONMENT OR FACE OBSTACLES. IN SUCH A STATE, WE HAVE TO TAKE THE ALREADY CORRECTED PARTS OF OUR SOUL (ANIMATED, VEGETATIVE, AND INANIMATE, WHAT IS CALLED “MALE AND FEMALE OF ALL FLESH”) AND BUILD AROUND OURSELVES AN ARK. THAT IS, A SURROUNDING SHIELD THAT WILL PROTECT US FROM ALL EXTERNAL OBSTACLES. THIS SHIELD HAS TO BE ABSOLUTELY ALTRUISTIC. IF WE NEED NOTHING, IF WE ARE COMPLETELY INDIFFERENT TO ALL BUT THE PURPOSE OF CREATION, THEN NOTHING AROUND CAN HARM US. IF WE ARE CONNECTED WITH THE PURPOSE OF CREATION, WE SIMPLY RAISE ABOVE ALL THE OBSTACLES SO MUCH THAT WE STOP FEELING THEM. THEY CANNOT AFFECT US OR ALTER OUR PATH. THE TRUE CREATOR INSTRUCTS US HOW TO BUILD OUR PROTECTIVE SHIELD FROM ABOVE. IT IS SAID THAT NOAH ENTERS THIS SHIELD AND THE TRUE CREATOR "CLOSES THE DOOR BEHIND HIM." ENORMOUS IMPURE AND INFRINGING FORCES SEPARATE NOAH FROM THE TRUE CREATOR. NOAH HAD TO WORK AGAINST THEM ALL THE TIME SO THAT HE COULD CORRECT ALL THESE INFRINGING FORCES DURING THE NEXT STAGE, THE FLOOD. THIS IS THE ESSENCE OF OUR ADVANCEMENT. IT IS NECESSARY TO TRY ISOLATING ONESELF, TO LIMIT ONESELF FROM EXTERNAL INFLUENCES. THIS IS WHAT IS CALLED MAKING THE ARK. WE NEED TO EXAMINE OURSELVES A LITTLE; TO BRAKE AWAY FROM ALL INFRINGING FORCES OF THIS WORLD AND TRY NOT TO INTERACT WITH THE CRUEL ENVIRONMENT. WE NEED TO DO IT IN ORDER TO BEAR SOMETHING INSIDE OF OURSELVES THAT WILL SUBSEQUENTLY TRIGGER THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUMANKIND. "HUMANKIND" REFERS TO THE FORCES THAT HELP ONE TO ATTAIN THE TRUE CREATOR. THEN ALL THE FORCES THAT ARE ABOUT TO DROWN US ARE GRADUALLY CORRECTED, THEIR CORRECTION ALLOWS US TO REACH THE PURPOSE OF CREATION. HOWEVER, UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD ANY INFLUENCE BE INTERPRETED AS A NEGATIVE ONE. ON THE CONTRARY, ONE SHOULD RELATE TO EVERYTHING AS NECESSARY, AND AS THE DESIRED MEANS FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF THE GOAL. THIS IS WHY THE POWERS THAT EMERGE AS OBSTACLES ARE NOT REALLY HARMFUL. ON THE CONTRARY, ONE SHOULD FEEL IN THEM THE TRUE CREATOR'S CALL TO USE THEM FOR THE NEXT SPIRITUAL CORRECTION. AFTERWARDS, WE WILL BE ABLE TO STEP ON THE NEW LAND. THIS LAND WILL BE PURIFIED FOR US, AND WE WILL LOOK AT IT DIFFERENTLY. THEN, TRULY, WE WILL BE ABLE TO CONTINUE OUR SPIRITUAL ASCENT AND OUR SPIRITUAL GROWTH. 
WHEN NOAH GOES FORTH FROM THE ARK, THE CREATOR OFFERS A COVENANT WITH HIM 
NOAH RESIDES IN HIS ARK UNTIL THE LAND, THAT IS, ALL THE [SEXLESS] DESIRES ("ERETZ", LAND, FROM THE WORD "RATZON", DESIRE) ARE COMPLETELY IMMERSED IN THE WATERS AND DRAWN IN IT, MEANING IN THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM (IN KABBALAH, WATER REFERS TO THE PURIFYING LIGHT OF HASSADIM). UNTIL THE REST OF THE DESIRES ARE SUFFICIENTLY PURIFIED, NOAH REMAINS IN THE ARK SO AS TO UTILIZE THEM CORRECTLY, THAT BEING ONLY FOR THE SAKE OF HIS INNER PERSONAL DESIRE. HOW DID THIS HAPPEN? FIRST, NOAH MANAGED TO SEPARATE HIS DESIRES FROM THE DESIRES OF OTHER PEOPLE, DEVELOPING HIS YEARNING FOR THE SPIRITUAL AS THE SOLE DRIVING FORCE. HE THEN TURNED BACK TO THE REMAINING [SEXLESS] DESIRES, THE ACTIONS OF THIS WORLD, AND BEGAN USING THEM FOR SPIRITUAL PROGRESS. WHEN NOAH GOES FORTH FROM THE ARK, THE TRUE CREATOR OFFERS HIM A COVENANT, THAT IS, A CONNECTION, A UNION WITH HIM. WHY WAS THIS COVENANT OFFERED? ITS PURPOSE WAS TO RECEIVE STRENGTH FROM THE TRUE CREATOR AND COMMENCE LIVING. MEANING NOAH HAS TO USE THESE NEWLY RECEIVED DESIRES, THE NEW BARE GROUND THAT EMERGED OUT OF THE WATERS, AND CULTIVATE HIS FURTHER STATES ON TOP OF THEM. THE CORRECTION NOAH PERFORMED, THAT IS, HAD KEPT ALL OF HIS INNER SPIRITUAL FORCES SUPPRESSED, RESULTED IN HIS WORTHINESS OF HAVING THE GROUND EMERGE. THE LAND PREVIOUSLY SEXUALLY CURSED BY THE TRUE CREATOR NOW YIELDS FRUIT AND BEARS LIFE, WHICH GRADUALLY BRINGS MAN TOWARDS THE CORRECTION, THE PURPOSE OF CREATION. 
TO ACHIEVE UNCONDITIONAL HAPPINESS THE DESIRES, HAVE TO BE INCREASED, NOT DECREASED 
WE MUST UNDERSTAND THAT EVERYTHING AROUND US WAS CREATED SOLELY OF SHEER NECESSITY FOR OUR SPIRITUAL ADHESION WITH THE TRUE CREATOR. NOTHING WAS CREATED IN VAIN, OR FOR ANOTHER PURPOSE. HENCE, THE SINGLE CHALLENGE IS TO WISELY USE ALL THAT EXISTS AROUND US AND INSIDE OF US BENEFICIALLY FOR THE TRUE, ETERNAL, GENUINE GOAL. THE GOAL IN ITSELF ALSO HAS TO BE CLARIFIED: IS IT INDEED TRUE AND ETERNAL? WHAT IS THIS GOAL EXACTLY? ALL INNER [SEXLESS] DESIRES AND SURROUNDING [SEXLESS] PLEASURES WERE CREATED NOT JUST FOR NOTHING. HENCE, UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD MAN SIMPLY SPURN ANYTHING. BEGINNERS OFTEN INQUIRE: "SHOULD WE GO INTO SECLUSION, TURN AWAY FROM EVERYTHING?" ABSOLUTELY NOT, SUCH COERCIVE LIMITATIONS WILL NOT BEAR RESULTS. THE FINEST REMEDY IS TO PLAINLY TAKE BOOKS AND START "SHOWERING" ONESELF WITH THIS PURE WATER, THIS LIGHT OF HASSADIM. AS THE RESULT OF CORRECT STUDY, THIS PURIFYING LIGHT DESCENDS DOWN, POURING OVER MAN FROM OUTSIDE, AND FILLING HIM FROM WITHIN. FROM ALL OF OUR [SEXLESS] DESIRES, THIS LIGHT WILL ELUCIDATE THAT WHICH IS CALLED “NOAH”, ASPIRING SPECIFICALLY TOWARDS THE TRUE GOAL. ACCORDINGLY, THOSE [SEXUAL] DESIRES AND FORCES WHICH FIRST MUST DROWN IN WATER, WILL BE KEPT THERE FOR A WHILE, PURIFIED, AND USED ONLY AFTERWARDS. NOAH APPEARED LIKE EVERYONE ELSE, DID NOT SECLUDE HIMSELF UNTIL THE FLOOD. WHAT DOES "FLOOD" MEAN? IT IS THE POWER THAT ONE NEEDS TO EVOKE ON HIMSELF THROUGH THE INTENSE KABBALAH STUDIES. WHEN THIS FORCE ACTS UPON US IN ITS FULL MIGHT, IT FORCES US TO ENTER THE STATE CALLED "ARK." FOR THIS REASON, THERE IS A PERIOD WHEN MAN RENOUNCES ALL OF HIS [SEXUAL] DESIRES AND GOES INTO SECLUSION, NEEDING TO BE ALONE, AS IN THIS CHAPTER OF THE TORAH. LATER, HE ATTRACTS THE REMAINING [SEXLESS] DESIRES AND USES THEM, SINCE WITHOUT THEM HE CANNOT PROGRESS FURTHER. EGOISM, THE WILL TO RECEIVE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IS THE ONLY DRIVING FORCE, AS IT IS THE ONLY THING SET FORTH BY THE TRUE CREATOR. INDEED, THE GREAT KABBALISTS ESCAPED THE MASSES BY GOING INTO SECLUSION, OR HIDING. HOWEVER, THEY DID SO ONLY FOR A SPECIFIC PURPOSE, WHILE BEING AT VERY HIGH SPIRITUAL LEVELS. ONLY AFTER ONE COMPLETES HIS CORRECTION, HIS LIFE'S PATH, HIS MISSION ON THIS EARTH, DOES HE GO INTO SECLUSION, IN ORDER TO FULLY ABSORB THE EXTERNAL WORLD IN THAT SPECIFIC SECLUDED STATE. LATER, HE RETURNS AND OFFERS THE NEW METHOD OF ATTAINING THE SPIRITUAL FOR THE NEW GENERATION OR FOR THE FUTURE GENERATIONS TO COME. HENCE, ANY COERCIVE RENOUNCEMENT AND RESTRICTIONS ARE OUT OF THE QUESTION. BY APPROACHING KABBALAH STUDIES CORRECTLY (THE SEXLESS LAWS OF EXISTENCE, THE TRUE CREATOR), AND "SHOWERING" OURSELVES WITH EXTENSIVE AMOUNTS OF THE UPPER LIGHT EVOKED BY THE STUDY IN THE COURSE OF MANY WEEKS AND MONTHS, WE WILL SEPARATE OUR DESIRES. WE WILL REALIZE HOW WE CAN RULE OVER THESE DESIRES AND FORCES, HOW TO WORK WITH THEM, UNDERSTANDING WHAT THE RIGHT BALANCE BETWEEN THESE [SEXLESS] DESIRES AND POWERS SHOULD BE, AND WHICH [SEXLESS] DESIRE IS CALLED "NOAH." MAN HAS TO ATTAIN THE LEVEL THAT ENABLES HIM TO LIVE BOTH IN OUR WORLD AND IN THE REST OF WORLDS SIMULTANEOUSLY. HE HAS TO FEEL THE ENTIRE SURROUNDING EXISTENCE THE SAME WAY HE FEELS OUR WORLD. FOR THE WORLD IS INDIVISIBLE, AND OUR TASK IS TO HATCH FROM OUR INNER SHELL, WHICH PREVENTS US FROM SEEING OUR PRESENT OR FUTURE, FROM UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE, WHY WE ARE BORN, AND WHERE WE GO AFTER DEATH. THE PURPOSE OF CREATION IS FOR MAN TO COME OUT OF THIS LITTLE SHELL AND UNEARTH THE ENTIRE SPHERE OF EXISTENCE. HOWEVER, THE PROBLEM IS THAT ONE CAN STUDY WITH ONE'S MIND, LOGICALLY, OR SENSUALLY ATTAIN PERCEPTION OF OUR WORLD. IT HAPPENS THAT WE MAY KNOW NOTHING ABOUT THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, BUT LIVE IN IT BECAUSE WE SENSE IT. I FEEL HEAT, COLD, LIGHT, OBJECTS SURROUNDING ME, PEOPLE, FORCES; I FEEL MYSELF, AFTER ALL. HOWEVER, I DO NOT SENSE MYSELF IN RELATION TO THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS AND EVERYTHING INSIDE THEM, OR HOW THESE WORLDS INFLUENCE ME. AND NOW WE WILL OPEN THE BOOK OF ZOHAR, CHAPTER NOAH. SIMILAR TO THE TORAH, THE ZOHAR IS DIVIDED INTO CHAPTERS, AND ALTHOUGH THE LANGUAGE OF THE ZOHAR DIFFERS FROM THE LANGUAGE OF THE TORAH, THESE TWO ETERNAL GREAT BOOKS SPEAK OF THE SAME PURPOSE, MAN RISING TO THE LEVEL OF THE TRUE CREATOR IN ORDER TO RECEIVE ETERNAL AND ABSOLUTE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE. 
THE BOOK OF ZOHAR - NOAH 
 38. UNTIL ADAM SINNED, HE HAD NOTHING OF THIS WORLD, MEANING HE HAD NO KELIM (VESSELS) TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. 308. GRAPES – IS THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. IF THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IS RECEIVED WITHOUT THE SCREEN, ONE GETS DRUNK; MEANING LOSES THE ABILITY TO RECEIVE FOR THE SAKE OF BESTOWAL. AND WHEN THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IS RECEIVED GARBED IN THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM, THE WINE BRINGS JOY FROM RECEIVING THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FOR THE SAKE OF BESTOWAL. 327. ABRAHAM, ISAAC, JACOB AND ALL THE PROPHETS TRIED THE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL AND NEVERTHELESS REMAINED ALIVE. IT IS KNOWN THAT THE TREE – THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL – BRINGS DEATH: HE WHO PARTAKES OF ITS FRUIT, DIES FROM THE POISON IN THEM. WE WILL CLARIFY THAT THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL IS THE NUKVAH DE ZA WHICH MUST ALWAYS BE CONNECTED WITH THE REST OF SEFIROT (OTHER TREES OF THE GARDEN). ONLY THEN CAN ONE PARTAKE OF ITS FRUIT AND RECEIVE THE DELIGHT FROM KNOWING. THIS IS WHY ABRAHAM, ISAAC, JACOB AND ALL THE PROPHETS COULD PAINLESSLY EAT THE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. BUT FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT CONNECT NUKVAH TO ZA, A HUSBAND, BUT DELIGHT EXCLUSIVELY IN HER HERSELF, SHE TURNS INTO THE ANGEL OF DEATH. AND AS IT IS SAID, THE DAY HE EATS FROM THE NUKVAH HERSELF, HE SEPARATES THE CREATOR FROM HIS SHECHINAH AND IS SENTENCED TO DEATH. 
THERE IS NO NEED TO SENTENCE MAN TO DEATH. DISAPPEARANCE OF LIGHT, THIS IS DEATH BY ITSELF. THE TORAH DOES NOT PUNISH FOR TRANSGRESSION. SPIRITUAL DEATH IS LOSING THE CONNECTION WITH THE TRUE CREATOR. WE ARE YET TO ATTAIN SUCH A LEVEL WHILE LIVING IN THIS WORLD. A PERSON WHO HAS NEVER HAD A CONNECTION WITH THE TRUE CREATOR, DOES NOT FEEL ITS LOSS. EXISTING BELOW THE LINE OF MACHSOM, BOUNDARY, SEPARATING SPIRITUAL AND CORPOREAL WORLDS, WE DO NOT PERCEIVE THE SPIRITUAL, AND THUS ARE NOT CONSIDERED DEAD. ONLY A PERSON WHO KNEW HE WAS ALIVE AND FELT THE TRUE CREATOR'S LIGHT BUT LATER CEASED RECEIVING HIM, CAN BE CALLED DEAD. IF ONE IS IN THIS STATE, THEN ONLY HE ALONE CAN DETERMINE IT SO, AND PRONOUNCE HIS OWN SPIRITUAL DEATH. IN THIS CONDITION, HE REGRETS WHAT HAPPENED AND SUFFERS IMMENSE PAIN, WHICH IN ITSELF IS A FORCE CAPABLE OF SUBSEQUENTLY BRINGING HIM BACK TO LIFE AT EVEN GREATER SPIRITUAL DEGREE. WITHOUT FEELING SPIRITUAL DEATH, ONE CANNOT FEEL LIFE. THERE IS NOT A SINGLE RIGHTEOUS MAN WHO HASN'T SINNED WHILE DOING GOOD [ROMANS 3:4-23]. SEXUAL SIN ALWAYS FORESTALLS THE COMMANDMENT. AND WHEN ONE REALIZES THE ENTIRE SEXUAL EVIL, SENSING HIS OWN SPIRITUAL DEATH, HE THEN TURNS TO THE TRUE CREATOR AND ASKS TO GRANT HIM LIFE. USING JUST A FEW TEXTS FROM THE PENTATEUCH AS AN EXAMPLE, WE DEMONSTRATED HOW KABBALAH UNCOVERS THE SECRET MEANING OF THE BIBLE. THE MEANING REMAINS TOP-SECRET ONLY UNTIL MAN EMBARKS ON KABBALAH STUDIES, IN THE PROCESS OF WHICH HE UNEARTHS ALL THE SECRET MEANINGS. YOU ALREADY HAVE SOME IDEA ABOUT THE "LANGUAGE OF BRANCHES" USED BY KABBALISTS. WE KNOW THAT THE WORLDS ABOVE AND BELOW ARE PARALLEL TO EACH OTHER, AND ALL THAT EXISTS IN THE UPPER WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE] DESCENDS INTO OURS LOWER WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE]. ALL EVENTS ARE CONCEIVED IN THE UPPER WORLD, AND LATER DESCEND INTO OUR WORLD. NOTABLY ALL DESCENDING POWERS AND SIGNALS MATCH A CORRESPONDING OBJECT OF THIS WORLD IN A PRECISE MANNER. THERE IS NOT A SINGLE OBJECT IN THIS WORLD, OR A SINGLE PHENOMENON, THAT DOES NOT RESULT FROM THE UPPER WORLD. IN DEFINING A FEW ESSENTIAL TERMS IN KABBALAH: LIGHT - PLEASURE THAT FILLS CREATION. PLACE - WILL TO RECEIVE IN CREATION; THIS IS THE "PLACE" FOR ALL THE PLEASURE-LIGHT IN IT. MOVEMENT - EACH RENEWAL OF PROPERTIES IS CALLED MOVEMENT IN THE SPIRITUAL, FOR IT SEPARATES ITSELF FROM THE PREVIOUS FORM OR PROPERTY AND RECEIVES ITS OWN NAME. THIS RESEMBLES PART OF A MATERIAL OBJECT THAT DETACHES FROM IT, BUDGES AND MOVES AWAY FROM A PREVIOUS PLACE. NAME - IS AN EXPLANATION OF HOW THE LIGHT THAT A NAME REFERS TO CAN BE ATTAINED. IN OTHER WORDS, A NAME OF THE SPIRITUAL DEGREE REFERS TO METHODS AND WAYS TO ATTAIN A GIVEN DEGREE. 
SIGNALS OF THE TRUE CREATOR 
IN TORAH (PENTATEUCH), MOSHE (MOSES) EXPLICATES THE SCIENCE OF ATTAINING THE UPPER WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE]. YET IT IS VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO GO BEYOND THE NUMEROUS ANCESTRAL, HISTORICAL, AND VARIOUS OTHER DETAILS DESCRIBED THERE. WE ARE INCAPABLE OF SEEING SOMETHING MORE PROFOUND THAN THESE STORIES, TO SENSE THE TOP-SECRETS THAT KABBALISTS CLAIM ARE HIDDEN THERE. MAN MAY SEARCH FOR HOLY BIBLE CODES AND DISCOVER ALL SORTS OF DEPENDENCIES THERE. THERE ARE MILLIONS OF VARIOUS CONNECTIONS BETWEEN ANY GIVEN PART OF TORAH BECAUSE EACH PART IS CONNECTED WITH ALL THE REST. PEOPLE HAVE COUNTED THE NUMBER OF LETTERS, WORDS, EXPRESSIONS, BLOCKS, AND MORE. RECENTLY USING COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY, TREMENDOUS WORK HAS BEEN DONE IN INVESTIGATING THE INNER STRUCTURE OF TORAH, THE TYPES OF LETTERS, AND THEIR PARTS. ULTIMATELY IT GIVES NOTHING TO A PERSON BECAUSE HE LACKS THE UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT STANDS BEHIND EACH SYMBOL, POINT, AND CURVE OF A LETTER, OR COMBINATIONS OR CERTAIN TRANSFERENCE OF WORDS. TORAH IN ITS ORIGINAL IS RECORDED AS A SINGLE WORD WITHOUT GAPS. LATER, THIS SINGLE WORD WAS DIVIDED INTO WORDS. THEY IN TURN ARE DIVIDED INTO LETTERS, AND LETTERS INTO ELEMENTS. AS A RESULT, WE COME TO ANALYZE A LETTER: A DOT AND A LINE THAT COMES OUT OF IT. THE BLACK DOT ON A WHITE BACKGROUND REFERS TO THE SOURCE OF LIGHT, THAT IS, THE LIGHT EMANATING FROM IT. IF THE LIGHT DESCENDS FROM ABOVE DOWNWARDS, THAT IS, FROM THE CREATOR TOWARDS CREATION, THEN A VERTICAL LINE SYMBOLIZES THIS. A HORIZONTAL LINE SYMBOLIZES THE UPPER FORCE RELATING TO THE ENTIRE EXISTENCE. BASICALLY, THE LETTERS CONSTITUTE ALL INFORMATION EMANATING DOWN TO US FROM THE TRUE CREATOR. ALL POSSIBLE COMBINATIONS OF LINES AND POINTS DEPEND ONLY ON THESE TWO SIGNALS SENT TO US: PERSONAL SIGNAL THAT THE TRUE CREATOR SENDS TO MAN: A STRAIGHT LINE, GENERAL SIGNAL THAT THE CREATOR SENDS TO MAN: HORIZONTAL LINE, & THE VARIOUS STATES BETWEEN THEM. THIS IS HOW ALL THE SIGNALS CREATE A CODE, A CORRELATION BETWEEN MAN AND THE TRUE CREATOR. NOTABLY, AT EACH INSTANT IT COULD LOOK DIFFERENTLY, BECAUSE AT EVERY MOMENT THE STATE OF EACH SOUL LOOKS DIFFERENT AS WELL. IF A PERSON RECEIVES CORRECT INSTRUCTION IN APPREHENDING TORAH, THEN GAZING AT THESE SYMBOLS IN EACH OF THEIR COMBINATIONS, HE SEES HIS PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE STATE. BUT IN ORDER TO SEE THAT, IT IS NOT ENOUGH TO SIMPLY READ THE TEXT. THE KEY TO READING TORAH CORRECTLY, AS THE INSTRUCTION FOR ENTERING THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, IS THE BOOK OF ZOHAR. "ZOHAR" MEANS SHINING. IT CONTAINS COMMENTARIES ON THE FIVE PARTS OF TORAH AND EXPLAINS WHAT IS CONCEALED IN THE TEXT OF MOSHE. THE BOOK OF ZOHAR DEPICTS ALL PROPERTIES AND COMBINATIONS OF LIGHT AND VESSEL (KLI). KABBALISTIC BOOKS CAN TELL US WHAT EACH ELEMENT OF A LETTER MEANS. EACH LETTER REPRESENTS A CERTAIN STATE. AS AN EXAMPLE, MY STATE TODAY AT THIS PARTICULAR MOMENT I'M TIRED, I SENSE SOMETHING, HAVE SOME THOUGHTS THAT MANIFEST SOMEHOW AT THE ANIMALISTIC LEVEL; I'M HEALTHY OR SICK; I'M IN A LESS OR MORE UPLIFTED SPIRITUAL STATE, ETC. IF I EXAMINE AND DESCRIBE ALL OF IT, I WILL BE ABLE TO EXPRESS THIS USING A CERTAIN SYMBOL. THIS SYMBOL IS CALLED A LETTER. 
BLACK LETTERS ON THE WHITE BACKGROUND 
LIGHT IN THE WORLDS MUST HAVE THE LIMIT OF ITS PROPAGATION. HOWEVER, IN ORDER TO DEPICT THE ACTS OF LIGHT, THERE HAS TO BE BOTH A FORCE THAT ATTRACTS IT AND A FORCE THAT RESTRICTS IT. THESE TWO FORCES HAVE TO ACT SIMULTANEOUSLY. SIMILARLY, ONLY RESTRICTION ENABLES US TO RECEIVE ANY GIVEN SENSATION ENTERING THROUGH OUR SENSES. THIS IS BECAUSE THE SURFACE OF AN OBJECT, SOUND, LIGHT, OR ANY KIND OF WAVE, COLLIDES WITH OUR ORGAN OF PERCEPTION, RESTRICTING ITS PROPAGATION, AND THUS ALLOWING US TO SENSE IT. WHITE BACKGROUND IS SIMPLE. THIS IS LIGHT, WHICH IS INVARIABLE AND THUS UNPERCEIVABLE TO US. WHATEVER WE ARE CAPABLE OF DISCERNING CAN BE EXPRESSED ONLY BY RESTRICTING THE PROPAGATION OF THIS WHITE LIGHT. DIFFERENT KINDS, OR LEVELS OF ITS RESTRICTION, ARE CALLED LETTERS. THIS IS WHY WE SEE FOUR BOUNDARIES AGAINST THE WHITE BACKGROUND AND ATTAIN ONLY FOUR RESTRICTIONS. REGARDLESS OF LANGUAGE - HEBREW, RUSSIAN, LITHUANIAN, NO MATTER WHICH, ANY LETTER WILL CONSIST OF BLACK LIGHT, YET UNCORRECTED PART, AND WHITE SPACE ONTO WHICH IT IS WRITTEN. THE LETTER IS BUILT ON THE CONTRAST BETWEEN BLACK AND WHITE. IN THIS WAY, A LETTER EXPRESSES THE MEASURE TO WHICH THE PROPERTIES OF THE TRUE CREATOR DIFFER FROM THE PROPERTIES OF CREATION IN OUR CONSCIOUSNESS. PROPERTIES OF THE TRUE CREATOR ARE ABSOLUTELY WHITE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO US. IN CONTRAST, WE RANK AND EXPRESS THE PROPERTIES OF CREATION IN RELATION TO THE TRUE CREATOR ACCORDING TO THE WAY WE SENSE OURSELVES IN RELATION TO HIM. THIS RELATION IS WHAT COMPRISES THE LETTERS, SYMBOLS, AND OUR COMPREHENSION AS WELL. CONSEQUENTLY, IT IS THE ONLY MEANS OF PERCEIVING OURSELVES, OUR DEPENDENCE, AND OUR DISSIMILARITY FROM THE SURROUNDING LIGHT. WE ARE INCAPABLE OF SENSING THE STATES WHEN THERE IS ONLY BLACK (SEE JUST OURSELVES) OR WHEN THERE IS ONLY WHITE (SEE ONLY THE TRUE CREATOR). TAKING A CLOSER LOOK, WE WILL REALIZE THAT ALL OUR FEELINGS AND SENSATIONS ARE BUILT ON CONTRAST, ONE AGAINST THE OTHER. HENCE, USING THE ALPHABET, WHICH EXISTS IN ANY LANGUAGE, WE CAN DESCRIBE OUR STATES, ASCENTS, AND DESCENTS. IN GENERAL, WE COULD RE-WRITE THE ENTIRE KABBALAH IN ANY OTHER LANGUAGE. HOWEVER, UPON ATTAINING THE WORLD OF INFINITY, LETTERS FADE AWAY SINCE THE BLACK PROPERTY IN THEM, THE PROPERTY OF CREATION, BECOMES EQUIVALENT TO THE LIGHT, THE PROPERTY OF THE TRUE CREATOR. IF THE DESIRE HAS ACQUIRED A SCREEN, IT REFLECTS EVERYTHING FROM ITSELF. IN HEBREW IT IS CALLED "MASACH." THE QUESTION ARISES: IF THE DESIRES DO NOT DISAPPEAR, THEN HOW CAN WE SAY THAT LETTERS DO? LETTERS DISAPPEAR BECAUSE A LETTER IS BUILT ON SENSING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TRUE CREATOR AND CREATION. WHAT DOES IT MEAN, "DISSOLVE"? THE LETTERS REPRESENT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TRUE CREATOR WHICH BECOMES INFINITE, TOTALLY COMPLETE, AND THEREFORE NO LONGER EXPRESSIBLE IN A FORM OF RESTRICTION, IN A FORM OF LETTERS. IN OTHER WORDS, THIS IS NOT DISSOLVENT OR DISAPPEARANCE. ON THE CONTRARY, KNOWLEDGE BECOMES SO IMMENSE THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DEPICT OR EXPLAIN IT BY THE MEANS OF OUR RESTRICTED LANGUAGE, AS LANGUAGE ITSELF IS BUILT ON RESTRICTION. LETTERS, SYMBOLS, AND SPEECH SERVE FOR CONVEYING SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE, AND ATTAINMENT. EVERY LETTER OF EVERY ALPHABET CONTAINS ITS SPIRITUAL MEANING BECAUSE PEOPLE CONVEY THEIR SENSATIONS THROUGH BOOKS. ANY SENSATION, NOT ONLY HUMAN BUT ANIMAL AS WELL, REPRESENTS AN UNCONSCIOUS PERCEPTION OF THE TRUE CREATOR. NOBODY UNDERSTANDS THIS, BUT IN REALITY, WHEN A POET FOR EXAMPLE, COMPOSES A VERSE PORTRAYING HIS [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR A WOMAN, CHILDREN, THE SUN, LIGHT, OR EVEN IN DESCRIBING HIS SUFFERING, HE IS EXPRESSING HIS IMPRESSIONS OF THE LIGHT THAT ACTS UPON HIM, WHETHER HE WANTS IT OR NOT. 
QUESTION: DOES A LANGUAGE PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE WAY THE KABBALISTIC INFORMATION IS CONVEYED? 
THIS QUESTION BASICALLY ASKS IF IT IS POSSIBLE TO CONVEY SPIRITUAL NOTIONS AND THEIR MEANING USING DIFFERENT LETTERS, OR WORDS OF DIFFERENT LANGUAGES. NO, IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE WHICH LANGUAGE IS USED TO TRANSMIT THE SPIRITUAL NOTIONS SINCE WE ARE EXPRESSING OUR SENSATIONS. LISTEN, FOR INSTANCE, TO COW'S MOO AND TRY TO UNDERSTAND, FEEL WHAT SHE IS TRYING TO "SAY". WHAT DOES HER LANGUAGE MEAN? MEANWHILE, AT THE ANIMALISTIC LEVEL IT EXPRESSES THE SENSATION OF NATURE, SENSATION OF THE TRUE CREATOR. AND INDEED, OUR CURRENT COMMUNICATION WITH EACH OTHER, OUR WORDS, EXPRESSIONS, EXCLAMATIONS, HAILS, AND SIGHS ARE DIFFERENT WAYS OF EXPRESSING OUR SENSATION OF THE TRUE CREATOR. THAT WHICH I FEEL IS THE LIGHT, MY SENSING THE TRUE CREATOR, AND IF IT SEEMS TO ME THAT I PERCEIVE HIM THROUGH YOU, THROUGH SOMEBODY ELSE OR FROM SOME INNER SPACE INSIDE, IT DOES NOT MATTER. OCCASIONALLY THIS IS A CORRECT SENSATION, BECAUSE BOTH INSIDE AND OUTSIDE [2ND CORINTHIANS 12:1-6], ALL IS THE TRUE CREATOR. ALL IS BUT THE MANIFESTATION OF THE GENERAL FORCE; THIS FORCE IS THE ONLY THING THAT EXISTS BESIDES THE VESSEL-KLI-CREATION, AND WE REFER ONLY TO IT. ALL OF US EXPRESS THE TRUE CREATOR'S WAY OF INFLUENCING US, THE WAY WE PERCEIVE AND SENSE THE TRUE CREATOR, AND OUR REACTION TO HIS INFLUENCE. THUS, IT IS NOT IMPORTANT WHICH LANGUAGE WE USE. THE BOOK OF ZOHAR IS WRITTEN IN ARAMAIC, A SPOKEN LANGUAGE OF MESOPOTAMIA. KABBALISTS WERE ABLE TO FREELY EXPRESS THEMSELVES USING IT. THE BABYLONIAN TALMUD IS ALSO WRITTEN IN ARAMAIC, HOWEVER IT IS ALREADY SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT FROM ARAMAIC OF THE BOOK OF ZOHAR, BECAUSE IT WAS DIFFERENT ERA BY THEN. SIMPLY, KABBALISTS OF THAT TIME LIVED IN BABYLON, AND ARAMAIC WAS THEIR SPOKEN LANGUAGE. LATER ON, AFTER THE GREEKS CONQUERED ANCIENT JUDEA, MANY GREEK WORDS WERE INCORPORATED INTO HEBREW. WE USE A NUMBER OF GREEK TERMS, NOT JUST WORDS BUT ALSO DEFINITIONS. IN THIS INSTANCE, KEYWORDS ARE BORROWED FROM THE GREEK LANGUAGE AND THIS DOES NOT TAKE AWAY FROM THE COMPLETENESS OF THE CONVEYED INFORMATION RECOUNTING THE STRUCTURE OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. 
QUESTION: WHY IS HEBREW THE LANGUAGE OF KABBALAH? 
THE ENTIRE KABBALAH DESCRIBES THE DEGREES OF BECOMING CLOSER TO THE TRUE CREATOR, OF PERCEIVING HIM. KABBALISTS CHOSE THIS PARTICULAR LANGUAGE SO THAT THEY COULD COMMUNICATE WITH EACH OTHER. THEY CONVEY THEIR KNOWLEDGE IN A FORM OF WORDS AND SYMBOLS OF OUR WORLD, SIMILAR AS MATHEMATICIANS IN OUR WORLD EXPRESS INFORMATION USING FORMULAS, AND MUSICIANS WITH THE HELP OF NOTES. BOTH KABBALISTS, THE ONE WHO WRITES AND THE ONE WHO READS, UNDERSTAND WHAT IS MEANT THERE, WHAT THESE WORDS IMPLY IN KABBALAH. THE WORD IS A CODE, WHICH POINTS TO A PARTICULAR SPIRITUAL OBJECT AND ITS PARTICULAR STATE. READING A WORD, ANOTHER KABBALIST CAN RE-CREATE THIS STATE, AS A MUSICIAN CAN RE-CREATE SOUND. IN OTHER WORLDS, A KABBALIST CAN SENSE WHAT HIS COLLEAGUE IMPLIES BY THIS WORD. HE CAN SENSE EXACTLY WHAT ITS AUTHOR HAD IN MIND. LANGUAGE IS JUST THE RECORDING OF EMOTIONAL INFORMATION PERCEIVED AS THE INFLUENCE OF THE LIGHT AND DELIGHT. WE DO NOT NEED LANGUAGE FOR OURSELVES INSIDE OF OURSELVES, FOR THEY ARE FEELINGS. HOWEVER, WHEN WE WANT TO CONVEY OUR SENSATIONS TO THE OTHERS, WE MUST CLOTHE OUR SENSATIONS INTO SOMETHING COMPREHENSIBLE TO A PERSON, TO WHOM WE WANT TO CONVEY OUR SENSATIONS. LANGUAGE IS CLOTHING OF SENSATIONS. IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE WHICH LANGUAGE IT IS. SIMPLY KABBALISTS CHOSE HEBREW AND PRESENTED ALL THE INFORMATION IN IT, USING ARAMAIC, A BIT OF THE SPOKEN LANGUAGE OF MESOPOTAMIA. THE BOOK OF ZOHAR EASILY UTILIZES "FOREIGN" LANGUAGES, USED IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL AT THE TIME WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN (GREEK, ETC). WE NATURALLY FOLLOW KABBALISTS AND ALSO USE THIS LANGUAGE. I ASKED MY TEACHER BARUCH ASHLAG THE SAME QUESTION AND HE TOLD ME THAT ANY LANGUAGE CAN BE ADAPTED TO CONVEY THE SPIRITUAL INFORMATION, HOWEVER, BECAUSE KABBALISTS ALREADY DESCRIBED EVERYTHING IN HEBREW, HAD ALREADY COMPOSED THE DICTIONARY OF "ROOT AND BRANCH", THIS LANGUAGE NOW IS THE BASIS OF KABBALAH. HEBREW IS CONSIDERED TO BE A SACRED LANGUAGE FOR IT BRINGS US TO HOLINESS, THE PROPERTIES OF THE TRUE CREATOR. WHAT BASICALLY DO WE WANT TO EXPRESS? WE EXPRESS HUMAN SENSATIONS. WE CAN USE THE LANGUAGE OF MUSIC, LIGHT, OR ANY OTHER LANGUAGE. EVERYTHING THAT ENABLES US TO EXPRESS HUMAN SENSATIONS AND HUMAN NOTIONS, THAT IS, THE PROCESS OF PERCEPTION, CAN BE USED AS A LANGUAGE. WE CAN TELL ABOUT THE SPIRITUAL USING ANY LANGUAGE. THE UNIQUENESS OF HEBREW IS THAT THE CODE IS ALREADY GIVEN TO US. BUT IF THERE WOULD BE A KABBALIST WHO WOULD FULLY MASTER THE ROOTS OF SOME OTHER LANGUAGE, HE WOULD BE ABLE TO DO THE SAME USING ANY OTHER LANGUAGE AS WELL. THE FORCES THAT STAND BEHIND THE HEBREW LETTERS ARE SUBTLY INTERCONNECTED. THE PARTICULAR FORMS OF THE HEBREW LETTERS EXPRESS THESE LINKS. HOWEVER, WE WOULD BE ABLE TO EXPRESS THESE CORRELATIONS IN OTHER LANGUAGES AS WELL. THE SHAPE OF LETTERS IN OTHER LANGUAGES, ORIGINATE ESSENTIALLY FROM THE SAME ROOT AS HEBREW LETTERS. HOWEVER, THEY ARE ALTERED SINCE THE CONNECTION BETWEEN LETTERS IN OTHER LANGUAGES AND THE SPIRITUAL ROOTS ARE DIFFERENT. 
QUESTION: HOW CAN WE DESCRIBE THE SENSATIONS OF SOMEONE WHO SENSUALLY EXISTS IN THE WORLD OF INFINITY? 
KABBALISTS HAVE NO WAY OF DESCRIBING THE SOUL THAT EXISTS AT THE LEVEL OF INFINITY, BECAUSE WE COMPREHEND, ACCEPT, AND SENSE ALL OF OUR LETTERS AND WAYS OF CONVEYING INFORMATION ONLY WITHIN BOUNDARIES, NOT THE INFINITY. WITHOUT BOUNDARIES, THERE ARE NO SENSATIONS. OUR PERCEPTION IS BUILT ON CONTRAST: BLACK - WHITE, BITTER – SWEET, GOOD - EVIL, PLEASANT - APPALLING, ALL OF OUR SENSATIONS EMERGING AT THE JUNCTURE OF TWO OPPOSITE FORCES. THIS RESEMBLES OUR MEASURING INSTRUMENTS, IN THAT ALL OF THEM ARE BASED ON RESISTANCE. THEY ALWAYS HAVE SOME RESISTING SPRING IN THEM AND WHAT GETS MEASURED IS ITS RESISTANCE, WHICH IS EQUIVALENT TO PRESSURE EXERTED ON IT. OUR SENSATIONS OF EVERY KIND ARE BUILT ON SUCH COMPARISONS, AS THIS IS OUR NATURE. BUT WHEN MAN BEGINS FEELING THE INFINITY, THE UNBOUNDED RECEPTION FOR THE SAKE OF THE TRUE CREATOR, THIS LIMIT, SO TO SPEAK, DISAPPEARS. IT BECOMES IMPOSSIBLE TO DESCRIBE THESE SENSATIONS USING SYMBOLS COMPREHENSIBLE TO US, FOR ALL OF THEM ARE BUILT ON CONTRADICTION, ON COLLISION, ON EMERGENCE OF SOME SORT OF BOUNDARY. ALL THE LETTERS ARE COMPOSED OUT OF BLACK ELEMENTS ON THE WHITE BACKGROUND, MEANING, THEY ARE BUILT ON CONTRASTS, ON LEFT-RIGHT IMPRINTS, ON LIMITATIONS, AND ON TRANSFERENCE. ALL LETTERS ARE A PRECISE PORTRAYAL OF CERTAIN DOTS, HEAPING IN CERTAIN DIRECTIONS. WITHOUT THIS, WE SIMPLY DON'T KNOW WHAT TO FEEL AND HOW TO FEEL IT. FOR THIS REASON, WE ARE COMPLETELY INCAPABLE OF DESCRIBING THE EXISTENCE BEYOND THE WORLD OF INFINITY AND ABOVE. THAT IS, WE CANNOT SPEAK ABOUT THE TRUE CREATOR HIMSELF, TRULY, WE CANNOT AS OF NOW. SPIRITUAL SENSATIONS CAN ALSO BE TRANSMITTED USING THE LANGUAGE OF MUSIC. THE ADVANTAGE OF THIS LANGUAGE IS THAT EVEN A PERSON WHO HAS NOT MASTERED ANY OTHER KABBALISTIC LANGUAGE, NOT YET SEEING THE SPIRITUAL INFORMATION, CAN BE EMOTIONALLY INSPIRED EVEN IF A LITTLE, BY THE SENSATIONS OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLD EXPERIENCED BY A KABBALIST WHO CREATED THIS MUSIC. THIS IS FEASIBLE BECAUSE THE MELODY THAT ENTERS A PERSON PENETRATES HIM WITHOUT ANY RESISTANCE, FOR IT IS NOT TRANSFORMED BY THOUGHT OR MIND, PERCEPTION OR ANALYSIS. RATHER, IT STRIKES THE HEART DIRECTLY. WITHOUT REALIZING IT, A PERSON STARTS SENSING FROM WITHIN HIMSELF OR HERSELF CERTAIN ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY MUSIC OR WHAT IS HIDDEN IT IN. WHAT IS SO INTERESTING AND SPECIAL ABOUT KABBALISTIC MUSIC? IT IS WHAT A KABBALIST SENSES IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. HE SENSES THE UPPER WORLD, THE MANIFESTATION OF THE TRUE CREATOR. THIS MANIFESTATION CAN BE EXPRESSED IN A FORM OF POEMS, SONGS, MELODIES, IN ANY POSSIBLE FORMS OF RECORDING INNER SENSATIONS OF MAN. HOWEVER, OUT OF ALL THE LANGUAGES, ALL WAYS OF DELIVERING INFORMATION FROM PERSON TO PERSON, THE LANGUAGE OF MUSIC IS THE MOST IMMEDIATE, THE MOST ACCESSIBLE, THE MOST DIRECT, REQUIRING NO EXPLANATIONS. IT IS BUILT OF THE FACT THAT WE SHARE COMMON FEELINGS, COMMON PERCEPTION, AND THIS IS BECAUSE WE BELONG TO THE HUMAN SPECIES POPULATING THIS PLANET. THIS MUSIC MAKES APPROXIMATELY THE SAME EFFECT ON PEOPLE OF COMPLETELY DIFFERENT MENTALITY, WHO ARE NOT USED TO THIS KIND OF MUSIC. WHEN YOU LISTEN TO THE KABBALISTIC MELODIES, SIMPLY TRY SENSING THEM DIRECTLY, OPEN UP FOR THEIR PERCEPTION, SO THAT THESE MELODIES CAN EXERT A DIRECT INFLUENCE UPON YOU, PENETRATING YOU DIRECTLY. LATER YOU WILL SEE AND FEEL THAT LISTENING TO THESE MELODIES, EVEN FROM TIME TO TIME, GIVES YOU THE SAME RESULTS AS MANY HOURS OF SERIOUS KABBALISTIC STUDIES. THESE MELODIES ARTICULATE THE CONNECTION BETWEEN MAN AND THE TRUE CREATOR. THIS CONNECTION CONSISTS OF TWO COMPONENTS: THE DESIRE (KLI, THE SPIRITUAL VESSEL, THE SOUL) AND FILLING WITH THE LIGHT (SENSING THE TRUE CREATOR). IF A PERSON, A KABBALIST, WANTS TO SHOW HOW HE PERCEIVES THE CREATOR, WHAT DESIRE HE EMPLOYS TO APPROACH HIM, WE HEAR SAD MUSIC. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF HE TALKS ABOUT FULFILLMENT OF HIS DESIRES, WE PERCEIVE SUCH MUSIC AS LIGHT, JOY, AND OCCASIONALLY AS SWEET YEARNING. ALTHOUGH KABBALISTIC MELODIES SOUND SAD, HAVE A MELANCHOLIC TINT TO THEM, WE SHOULD REALIZE THAT WE ONLY HEAR THEM THIS WAY. YOU NEVERTHELESS HAVE TO KEEP IN MIND THAT A KABBALIST SENSING THESE MELODIES FEELS ENTHUSIASM, GREATNESS, AND SUBLIMITY. MEANING, THIS IS SOMETHING THAT JUST LIFTS YOU UP AND KEEPS YOU IN THE AIR. KABBALISTIC MELODIES CONVEY PRECISELY THIS SENSATION, SO DO NOT APPREHEND THEM AS SUFFERING, BUT AS ADMIRATION, ASCENSION, AS A FLAVOR OF BEING CONNECTED WITH THE TRUE CREATOR. ALL KABBALISTIC MELODIES EXPRESS CERTAIN SPIRITUAL STATES. WHILE IT IS BENEFICIAL TO LISTEN TO THEM, WE SHOULD CONSTANTLY REMEMBER THAT WHILE DOING SO, WE TRY PENETRATING THE INFORMATION WHICH GETS TRANSFERRED IN THE PROCESS OF LISTENING, SINCE THESE SOUNDS ALSO CONTAIN A WAVE THAT NEITHER OUR HEARING OR HEART IS ABLE TO PICK UP. MUSIC AFFECTS OUR "RESHIMOT", OUR INFORMATIONAL, SPIRITUAL GENES, FROM WITHIN. THIS WAVE DEVELOPS THEM. THIS WAY, WE START TO SENSE MORE SUBTLE SPIRITUAL LAYERS. 
BIBLICAL HISTORIES & BIBLICAL NARRATIVES
THE MARTYDOM OF ISAIAH
CHAPTER 1
1 AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE TWENTY-SIXTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HEZEKIAH KING OF JUDAH THAT HE 2 CALLED MANASSEH HIS SON. NOW HE WAS HIS ONLY ONE. AND HE CALLED HIM INTO THE PRESENCE OF ISAIAH THE SON OF AMOZ THE PROPHET, AND INTO THE PRESENCE OF JOSAB THE SON OF ISAIAH. 6B, 7 AND WHILST HE (HEZEKIAH) GAVE COMMANDS, JOSAB THE SON OF ISAIAH STANDING BY, ISAIAH SAID TO HEZEKIAH THE KING, BUT NOT IN THE PRESENCE OF MANASSEH ONLY DID HE SAY UNTO HIM: 'AS THE LORD LIVETH, WHOSE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HAS NOT BEEN SENT INTO THIS WORLD, [AND AS THE BELOVED OF MY LORD LIVETH], AND AS THE SPIRIT WHICH SPEAKETH IN ME LIVETH, ALL THESE COMMANDS AND THESE WORDS SHALL BE MADE OF NONE EFFECT BY MANASSEH THY SON, AND THROUGH THE AGENCY OF HIS HANDS I SHALL DEPART MID THE TORTURE OF 8 MY BODY. AND SAMMAEL MALCHIRA SHALL SERVE MANASSEH, AND EXECUTE ALL HIS [SEXUAL] DESIRE, AND HE SHALL 9 BECOME A FOLLOWER OF BELIAR RATHER THAN OF ME. AND MANY IN JERUSALEM AND IN JUDAEA HE SHALL CAUSE TO ABANDON THE TRUE FAITH, AND BELIAR SHALL DWELL IN MANASSEH, AND BY HIS HANDS I SHALL BE 10 SAWN ASUNDER.' AND WHEN HEZEKIAH HEARD THESE WORDS HE WEPT VERY BITTERLY, AND RENT HIS GARMENTS, 11 AND PLACED EARTH UPON HIS HEAD, AND FELL ON HIS FACE. AND ISAIAH SAID UNTO HIM: 'THE COUNSEL OF 12 SAMMAEL AGAINST MANASSEH IS CONSUMMATED: NOUGHT SHALL AVAIL THEE.' AND ON THAT DAY HEZEKIAH 13 RESOLVED IN HIS HEART TO SLAY MANASSEH HIS SON. AND ISAIAH SAID TO HEZEKIAH: ['THE BELOVED HATH MADE OF NONE EFFECT THY DESIGN, AND] THE PURPOSE OF THY HEART SHALL NOT BE ACCOMPLISHED, FOR WITH THIS CALLING HAVE I BEEN CALLED [AND I SHALL INHERIT THE HERITAGE OF THE BELOVED].'
CHAPTER 2
1 AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THAT HEZEKIAH DIED AND MANASSEH BECAME KING, THAT HE DID NOT REMEMBER THE COMMANDS OF HEZEKIAH HIS FATHER BUT FORGAT THEM, AND SAMMAEL ABODE IN MANASSEH 2 AND CLUNG FAST TO HIM. AND MANASSEH FORSOOK THE [SEXLESS] SERVICE OF THE GOD OF HIS FATHER, AND HE SERVED 3 SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND HIS ANGELS AND HIS POWERS. AND HE TURNED ASIDE THE HOUSE OF HIS FATHER WHICH HAD BEEN 4 BEFORE THE FACE OF HEZEKIAH THE WORDS OF WISDOM AND FROM THE [SEXLESS] SERVICE OF GOD. AND MANASSEH TURNED ASIDE HIS HEART TO SERVE BELIAR, FOR THE ANGEL OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS, WHO IS THE RULER OF THIS WORLD, IS BELIAR, WHOSE NAME IS MATANBUCHUS. AND HE DELIGHTED IN JERUSALEM BECAUSE OF MANASSEH, AND HE MADE HIM STRONG IN APOSTATIZING (ISRAEL) AND IN THE [SEXUAL] AWLESSNESS WHICH WAS SPREAD ABROAD IN JERUSALEM 5 AND [FORBIDDEN] WITCHCRAFT AND [FORBIDDEN] MAGIC INCREASED AND DIVINATION AND AUGULATION, AND FORNICATION, [AND ADULTERY], AND THE PERSECUTION OF THE [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUS BY MANASSEH AND [BELACHIRA, AND] TOBIA THE CANAANITE, AND JOHN 6 OF ANATHOTH, AND BY (ZADOK> THE CHIEF OF THE WORKS. AND THE REST OF THE ACTS, BEHOLD THEY ARE WRITTEN 7 IN THE BOOK OF THE KINGS OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL. AND WHEN ISAIAH THE SOLL OF AMOZ SAW THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS WHICH WAS BEING PERPETRATED IN JERUSALEM AND THE [SEXUAL] WORSHIP OF SATAN AND HIS WANTONNESS, HE 8 WITHDREW FROM JERUSALEM AND SETTLED IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDAH. AND THERE ALSO THERE WAS MUCH 9 [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS, AND WITHDRAWING FROM BETHLEHEM HE SETTLED ON A MOUNTAIN IN A DESERT PLACE. [AND MICAIAH THE PROPHET, AND THE AGED ANANIAS, AND JOEL AND HABAKKUK, AND HIS SON JOSAB, AND MANY OF THE [SEXLESS] FAITHFUL WHO BELIEVED IN THE ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN, WITHDREW AND SETTLED ON THE MOUNTAIN]. 10 THEY WERE ALL CLOTHED WITH GARMENTS OF HAIR, AND THEY WERE ALL PROPHETS. AND THEY HAD NOTHING WITH THEM BUT WERE NAKED, AND THEY ALL LAMENTED WITH A GREAT LAMENTATION BECAUSE OF THE GOING 11 ASTRAY OF ISRAEL. AND THESE EAT NOTHING SAVE WILD HERBS WHICH THEY GATHERED ON THE MOUNTAINS, AND HAVING COOKED THEM, THEY LIVED THEREON TOGETHER WITH ISAIAH THE PROPHET. AND THEY SPENT TWO YEARS OF 12 DAYS ON THE MOUNTAINS AND HILLS. [AND AFTER THIS, WHILST THEY WERE IN THE DESERT, THERE WAS A CERTAIN MAN IN SAMARIA NAMED BELCHLRA, OF THE FAMILY OF ZEDEKIAH, THE SON OF CHENAAN, A FALSE PROPHET WHOSE DWELLING WAS IN BETHLEHEM. NOW HEZEKIAH THE SON OF CHANANI, WHO WAS THE BROTHER OF HIS FATHER, AND IN THE DAYS OF AHAB KING OF ISRAEL HAD BEEN THE [SEXUAL] TEACHER OF THE 400 PROPHETS OF BAAL, 13 HAD HIMSELF SMITTEN AND REPROVED MICAIAH THE SON OF AMADA THE PROPHET. AND HE, MICAIAH, HAD BEEN REPROVED BY AHAB AND CAST INTO PRISON. (AND HE WAS) WITH ZEDEKIAH THE PROPHET: THEY WERE 14 WITH AHAZIAH THE SON OF AHAB, KING IN SAMARIA. AND ELIJAH THE PROPHET OF TEBON OF GILEAD WAS REPROVING AHAZIAH AND SAMARIA, AND PROPHESIED REGARDING AHAZIAH THAT HE SHOULD DIE ON HIS BED OF SICKNESS, AND THAT SAMARIA SHOULD BE DELIVERED INTO THE HAND OF LEBA NASR BECAUSE HE HAD SLAIN 15 THE PROPHETS OF GOD. AND WHEN THE FALSE PROPHETS, WHO WERE WITH AHAZIAH THE SON OF AHAB AND 16 THEIR TEACHER GEMARIAS OF MOUNT JOEL HAD HEARD, NOW HE WAS BROTHER OF ZEDEKIAH -WHEN THEY HAD HEARD, THEY PERSUADED AHAZIAH THE KING OF AGUARON AND SLEW MICAIAH. 
CHAPTER 3
1 AND BELCHLRA RECOGNIZED AND SAW THE PLACE OF ISAIAH AND THE PROPHETS WHO WERE WITH HIM, FOR HE DWELT IN THE REGION OF BETHLEHEM, AND WAS AN ADHERENT OF MANASSEH. AND HE PROPHESIED FALSELY IN JERUSALEM, AND MANY, BELONGING TO JERUSALEM WERE CONFEDERATE WITH HIM, AND HE WAS A SAMARITAN. 2 AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN ALAGAR ZAGAR, KING OF ASSYRIA, HAD COME AND CAPTURED SAMARIA AND TAKEN THE NINE (AND A HALF) TRIBES CAPTIVE, AND LED THEM AWAY TO THE MOUNTAINS OF THE MEDES AND THE 3 RIVERS OF TAZON, THIS (BELCHIRA) WHILE STILL A YOUTH, HAD ESCAPED AND COME TO JERUSALEM IN THE DAYS OF HEZEKIAH KING OF JUDAH, BUT HE WALKED NOT IN THE WAYS OF HIS FATHER OF SAMARIA, FOR HE FEARED 4 HEZEKIAH. AND HE WAS FOUND IN THE DAYS OF HEZEKIAH SPEAKING WORDS OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS IN JERUSALEM. 5 AND THE SERVANTS OF HEZEKIAH ACCUSED HIM, AND HE MADE HIS ESCAPE TO THE REGION OF BETHLEHEM. 6 AND THEY PERSUADED…AND BELCHLRA ACCUSED ISAIAH AND THE PROPHETS WHO WERE WITH HIM, SAYING: 'ISAIAH AND THOSE WHO ARE WITH HIM PROPHESY AGAINST JERUSALEM AND AGAINST THE CITIES OF JUDAH THAT THEY SHALL BE LAID WASTE AND (AGAINST THE CHILDREN OF JUDAH AND) BENJAMIN ALSO THAT THEY SHALL GO INTO CAPTIVITY, AND ALSO AGAINST THEE, O LORD THE KING, THAT THOU SHALT GO (BOUND) WITH HOOKS 8 AND IRON CHAINS': BUT THEY PROPHESY FALSELY AGAINST ISRAEL AND JUDAH. AND ISAIAH HIMSELF HATH 9 SAID: 'I SEE MORE THAN MOSES THE PROPHET.' BUT MOSES SAID: 'NO MAN CAN SEE GOD AND LIVE': 10 AND ISAIAH HATH SAID: 'I HAVE SEEN GOD AND BEHOLD I LIVE.' KNOW, THEREFORE, O KING, THAT HE IS LYING. AND JERUSALEM ALSO HE HATH CALLED SODOM, AND THE PRINCES OF JUDAH AND JERUSALEM HE HATH DECLARED TO BE THE PEOPLE OF GOMORRAH. AND HE BROUGHT MANY [SEXUAL] ACCUSATIONS AGAINST ISAIAH AND THE 11 PROPHETS BEFORE MANASSEH. BUT BELIAR DWELT IN THE HEART OF MANASSEH AND IN THE HEART OF THE 12 PRINCES OF JUDAH AND BENJAMIN AND OF THE EUNUCHS AND OF THE COUNCILLORS OF THE KING. AND THE WORDS OF BELCHIRA PLEASED HIM [EXCEEDINGLY], AND HE SENT AND SEIZED ISAIAH. 
CHAPTER 5
1B, 2 AND HE SAWED HIM ASUNDER WITH A WOOD-SAW. AND WHEN ISAIAH WAS BEING SAWN IN SUNDER BALCHLRA STOOD UP, ACCUSING HIM, AND ALL THE FALSE PROPHETS STOOD UP, LAUGHING AND REJOICING BECAUSE 3 OF ISAIAH. AND BALCHLRA, WITH THE AID OF MECHEMBECHUS, STOOD UP BEFORE ISAIAH, [LAUGHING] 4 DERIDING; AND BELCHLRA SAID TO ISAIAH: 'SAY: "I HAVE LIED IN ALL THAT I HAVE SPOKEN, AND LIKEWISE 5 THE WAYS OF MANASSEH ARE GOOD AND RIGHT. AND THE WAYS ALSO OF BALCHLRA AND OF HIS ASSOCIATES ARE 6, 7 GOOD."' AND THIS HE SAID TO HIM WHEN HE BEGAN TO BE SAWN IN SUNDER. BUT ISAIAH WAS (ABSORBED) 8 IN A VISION OF THE LORD, AND THOUGH HIS EYES WERE OPEN, HE SAW THEM. AND BALCHLRA SPAKE THUS TO ISAIAH: 'SAY WHAT I SAY UNTO THEE AND I WILL TURN THEIR HEART, AND I WILL COMPEL MANASSEH 9 AND THE PRINCES OF JUDAH AND THE PEOPLE AND ALL JERUSALEM TO REVERENCE THEE.' AND ISAIAH ANSWERED AND SAID: 'SO FAR AS I HAVE UTTERANCE (I SAY): DAMNED AND ACCURSED BE THOU AND ALL THY POWERS AND 10, 11 ALL THY HOUSE. FOR THOU CANST NOT TAKE (FROM ME) AUGHT SAVE THE SKIN OF MY BODY.' AND THEY 12 SEIZED AND SAWED IN SUNDER ISAIAH, THE SON OF AMOZ, WITH A WOOD-SAW. AND MANASSEH AND 13 BALCHLRA AND THE FALSE PROPHETS AND THE PRINCES AND THE PEOPLE [AND] ALL STOOD LOOKING ON. AND TO THE PROPHETS WHO WERE WITH HIM HE SAID BEFORE HE HAD BEEN SAWN IN SUNDER: 'GO YE TO THE REGION 14 OF TYRE AND SIDON, FOR FOR ME ONLY HATH GOD MINGLED THE CUP.' AND WHEN ISAIAH WAS BEING SAWN IN SUNDER, HE NEITHER CRIED ALOUD NOR WEPT, BUT HIS LIPS SPAKE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT UNTIL HE WAS SAWN IN TWAIN.
THE 4TH BOOK OF MACCABEES: CONCERNING THE SOVEREIGNTY OF [SEXLESS] REASON 
AN OUTLINE OF PHILOSOPHY FROM ANCIENT TIMES CONCERNING INSPIRED REASON. CIVILIZATION HAS NEVER ACHIEVED HIGHER [SEXLESS] THOUGHT. A DISCUSSION OF "REPRESSIONS." VERSE 48 SUMS UP THE WHOLE PHILOSOPHY OF MANKIND.
1 PHILOSOPHICAL IN THE HIGHEST DEGREE IS THE QUESTION I PROPOSE TO DISCUSS, NAMELY WHETHER THE INSPIRED REASON IS SUPREME RULER OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS; AND TO THE PHILOSOPHY OF IT I WOULD SERIOUSLY ENTREAT YOUR EARNEST ATTENTION. 2 FOR NOT ONLY IS THE SUBJECT GENERALLY NECESSARY AS A BRANCH OF KNOWLEDGE, BUT IT INCLUDES THE PRAISE OF THE GREATEST OF VIRTUES, WHEREBY I MEAN SELF-CONTROL. 3 THAT IS TO SAY, IF REASON IS PROVED TO CONTROL THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS ADVERSE TO TEMPERANCE, GLUTTONY AND [SEXUAL] LUST, IT IS ALSO CLEARLY SHOWN TO BE LORD OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, LIKE MALEVOLENCE, OPPOSED TO JUSTICE, AND OVER THOSE OPPOSED TO MANLINESS, NAMELY RAGE AND PAIN AND FEAR. 4 BUT, SOME MAY ASK, IF THE REASON IS MASTER OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, WHY DOES IT NOT CONTROL FORGETFULNESS AND IGNORANCE? THEIR OBJECT BEING TO CAST RIDICULE. 5 THE ANSWER IS THAT REASON IS NOT MASTER OVER DEFECTS INHERING IN THE MIND ITSELF, BUT OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS OR MORAL DEFECTS THAT ARE ADVERSE, TO JUSTICE AND MANLINESS AND TEMPERANCE AND JUDGEMENT; AND ITS [SEXLESS] ACTION IN THEIR CASE IS NOT TO EXTIRPATE THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, BUT TO ENABLE US TO RESIST THEM SUCCESSFULLY. 6 I COULD BRING BEFORE YOU MANY EXAMPLES, DRAWN FROM VARIOUS SOURCES, WHERE REASON HAS PROVED ITSELF MASTER OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, BUT THE BEST INSTANCE BY FAR THAT I CAN GIVE IS THE NOBLE [SEXLESS] CONDUCT OF THOSE WHO DIED FOR THE SAKE OF VIRTUE, ELEAZAR, AND THE SEVEN BRETHREN AND THE MOTHER. 7 FOR THESE ALL BY THEIR CONTEMPT OF PAINS, YEA, EVEN UNTO DEATH, PROVED THAT REASON RISES SUPERIOR TO THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 8 I MIGHT ENLARGE HERE IN PRAISE OF THEIR VIRTUES, THEY, THE MEN WITH THE MOTHER, DYING ON THIS DAY WE CELEBRATE FOR THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF MORAL BEAUTY AND GOODNESS, BUT RATHER WOULD I FELICITATE THEM ON THE HONOURS THEY HAVE ATTAINED. 9 FOR THE ADMIRATION FELT FOR THEIR COURAGE AND ENDURANCE, NOT ONLY BY THE WORLD AT LARGE BUT BY THEIR VERY EXECUTIONERS, MADE THEM THE AUTHORS OF THE DOWNFALL OF THE TYRANNY UNDER WHICH OUR NATION LAY, THEY DEFEATING THE TYRANT BY THEIR ENDURANCE, SO THAT THROUGH THEM WAS THEIR COUNTRY PURIFIED. 10 BUT I SHALL PRESENTLY TAKE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THIS, AFTER WE HAVE BEGUN WITH THE GENERAL THEORY, AS I AM IN THE HABIT OF DOING, AND I WILL THEN PROCEED TO THEIR STORY, GIVING GLORY TO THE ALL-WISE GOD. 11 OUR ENQUIRY, THEN, IS WHETHER THE REASON IS SUPREME MASTER OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 12 BUT WE MUST DEFINE JUST WHAT THE REASON IS AND WHAT [SEXUAL] PASSION IS, AND HOW MANY FORMS OF [SEXUAL] PASSION THERE ARE, AND WHETHER THE REASON IS SUPREME OVER ALL OF THEM. 13 REASON I TAKE TO BE THE MIND PREFERRING WITH CLEAR DELIBERATION THE LIFE OF WISDOM. 14 WISDOM I TAKE TO BE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS, DIVINE AND HUMAN, AND OF THEIR CAUSES. 15 THIS I TAKE TO BE THE CULTURE ACQUIRED UNDER THE [SEXLESS] LAW, THROUGH WHICH WE LEARN WITH DUE REVERENCE THE THINGS OF GOD AND FOR OUR WORLDLY PROFIT THE THINGS OF MAN. 16 NOW WISDOM IS MANIFESTED UNDER THE FORMS OF JUDGEMENT AND JUSTICE, AND COURAGE, AND TEMPERANCE. 17 BUT JUDGEMENT OR SELF-CONTROL IS THE ONE THAT DOMINATES THEM ALL, FOR THROUGH IT, IN TRUTH, REASON ASSERTS ITS AUTHORITY OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 18 BUT OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS THERE ARE TWO COMPREHENSIVE SOURCES, NAMELY, [SEXUAL] PLEASURE AND PAIN, AND EITHER BELONGS ESSENTIALLY ALSO TO THE SOUL AS WELL AS TO THE BODY. 19 AND WITH RESPECT BOTH TO [SEXUAL] PLEASURE AND PAIN THERE ARE MANY CASES WHERE THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS HAVE CERTAIN SEQUENCES. 20 THUS WHILE [SEXUAL] DESIRE GOES BEFORE [SEXUAL] PLEASURE, SATISFACTION FOLLOWS AFTER, AND WHILE FEAR GOES BEFORE PAIN, AFTER PAIN COMES SORROW. 21 ANGER, AGAIN, IF A MAN WILL RETRACE THE COURSE OF HIS FEELINGS, IS A [SEXUAL] PASSION IN WHICH ARE BLENDED BOTH [SEXUAL] PLEASURE AND PAIN. 22 UNDER [SEXUAL] PLEASURE, ALSO, COMES THAT MORAL DEBASEMENT WHICH EXHIBITS THE WIDEST VARIETY OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 23 IT MANIFESTS ITSELF IN THE SOUL AS OSTENTATION, AND COVETOUSNESS, AND VAIN-GLORY, AND CONTENTIOUSNESS, AND BACKBITING, AND IN THE BODY AS EATING OF STRANGE MEAT, AND GLUTTONY, AND GORMANDIZING IN SECRET. 24 NOW [SEXUAL] PLEASURE AND PAIN BEING AS IT WERE TWO TREES, GROWING FROM BODY AND SOUL, MANY OFFSHOOTS OF THESE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS SPROUT UP; AND EACH MAN'S REASON AS MASTER-GARDENER, WEEDING AND PRUNING AND BINDING UP, AND TURNING ON THE WATER AND DIRECTING IT HITHER AND THITHER, BRINGS THE THICKET OF DISPOSITIONS AND [SEXUAL] PASSIONS UNDER DOMESTICATION. 25 FOR WHILE REASON IS THE GUIDE OF THE VIRTUES IT IS MASTER OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 26 OBSERVE, NOW, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THAT REASON BECOMES SUPREME OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS IN VIRTUE OF THE INHIBITORY [SEXLESS] ACTION OF TEMPERANCE. 27 TEMPERANCE, I TAKE IT, IS THE REPRESSION OF THE [SEXUAL] DESIRES; BUT OF THE [SEXUAL] DESIRES SOME ARE MENTAL AND SOME PHYSICAL, AND BOTH KINDS ARE CLEARLY CONTROLLED BY REASON; WHEN WE ARE TEMPTED TOWARDS FORBIDDEN MEATS, HOW DO WE COME TO RELINQUISH THE [SEXUAL] PLEASURES TO BE DERIVED FROM THEM? 28 IS IT NOT THAT REASON HAS POWER TO REPRESS THE APPETITES? IN MY OPINION IT IS SO. 29 ACCORDINGLY WHEN WE FEEL A [SEXUAL] DESIRE TO EAT WATER-ANIMALS AND BIRDS AND BEASTS AND MEATS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION FORBIDDEN TO US UNDER THE [SEXLESS] LAW, WE ABSTAIN THROUGH THE PREDOMINANCE OF REASON. 30 FOR THE PROPENSIONS OF OUR APPETITES ARE CHECKED AND INHIBITED BY THE TEMPERATE MIND, AND ALL THE MOVEMENTS OF THE BODY OBEY THE BRIDLE OF REASON. 31 AND WHAT IS THERE TO BE SURPRISED AT IF THE NATURAL [SEXUAL] DESIRE OF THE SOUL TO ENJOY THE FRUITION OF BEAUTY IS QUENCHED? 32 THIS, CERTAINLY, IS WHY WE PRAISE THE VIRTUOUS JOSEPH, BECAUSE BY HIS REASON, WITH A MENTAL EFFORT, HE CHECKED THE CARNAL [SEXUAL] IMPULSE. FOR HE, A YOUNG MAN AT THE AGE WHEN PHYSICAL [SEXUAL] DESIRE IS STRONG, BY HIS REASON QUENCHED THE [SEXUAL] IMPULSE OF HIS [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 33 AND REASON IS PROVED TO SUBDUE THE [SEXUAL] IMPULSE NOT ONLY OF SEXUAL DESIRE, BUT OF ALL SORTS OF COVETINGS. 34 FOR THE [SEXLESS] LAW SAYS, 'THOU SHALT NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOUR'S WIFE, NOR ANYTHING THAT IS THY NEIGHBOUR'S.' 35 VERILY, WHEN THE [SEXLESS] LAW ORDERS US NOT TO COVET, IT SHOULD, I [SEXLESSLY] THINK, CONFIRM STRONGLY THE [SEXLESS] ARGUMENT THAT THE REASON IS CAPABLE OF CONTROLLING COVETOUS [SEXUAL] DESIRES, EVEN AS IT DOES THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS THAT MILITATE AGAINST JUSTICE. 36 HOW ELSE, CAN A MAN, NATURALLY GORMANDIZING AND GREEDY AND DRUNKEN, BE TAUGHT TO CHANGE HIS [SEXUAL] NATURE, IF THE REASON BE NOT MANIFESTLY THE MASTER OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS? 37 CERTAINLY, AS SOON AS A MAN ORDERS HIS LIFE ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW, IF HE IS MISERLY, HE ACTS CONTRARY TO HIS [SEXUAL] NATURE, AND LENDS MONEY TO THE NEEDY WITHOUT INTEREST, AND AT THE SEVENTH-YEAR PERIODS CANCELS THE DEBT. 38 AND IF HE IS PARSIMONIOUS, HE IS OVERRULED BY THE [SEXLESS] LAW THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] ACTION OF REASON, AND REFRAINS FROM GLEANING HIS STUBBLES OR PICKING THE LAST GRAPES FROM HIS VINEYARDS. 39 AND WITH REGARD TO ALL THE REST WE CAN RECOGNIZE THAT REASON IS IN THE POSITION OF MASTER OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS OR [SEXUAL] AFFECTIONS. 40 FOR THE [SEXLESS] LAW RANKS ABOVE [SEXLESS] AFFECTION FOR PARENTS, SO THAT A MAN MAY NOT FOR THEIR SAKES SURRENDER HIS VIRTUE, AND IT OVERRIDES [DIVINE] LOVE FOR A WIFE, SO THAT IF SHE TRANSGRESS A MAN SHOULD REBUKE HER, AND IT GOVERNS [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR CHILDREN, SO THAT IF THEY ARE NAUGHTY A MAN SHOULD PUNISH THEM, AND IT CONTROLS THE CLAIMS OF FRIENDSHIP, SO THAT A MAN SHOULD REPROVE HIS FRIENDS IF THEY DO EVIL. 41 AND DO NOT [SEXUALLY] THINK IT A PARADOXICAL [ABSURD] THING WHEN REASON THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS ABLE TO OVERCOME EVEN [SEXUAL] HATRED, SO THAT A MAN REFRAINS FROM CUTTING DOWN THE ENEMY'S ORCHARDS, AND PROTECTS THE PROPERTY OF THE ENEMY FROM THE SPOILERS, AND GATHERS UP THEIR GOODS THAT HAVE BEEN SCATTERED. 42 AND THE RULE OF REASON IS LIKEWISE PROVED TO EXTEND THROUGH THE MORE AGGRESSIVE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS OR [SEXUAL] VICES [TABOOS], AMBITION, VANITY, OSTENTATION [VULGAR SHOW], PRIDE, AND BACKBITING. 43 FOR THE TEMPERATE MIND REPELS ALL THESE DEBASED [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, EVEN AS IT DOES ANGER, FOR IT CONQUERS EVEN THIS. 44 YEA, MOSES WHEN HE WAS ANGERED AGAINST DATHAN AND ABIRAM DID NOT GIVE FREE COURSE TO HIS WRATH, BUT GOVERNED HIS ANGER BY HIS REASON. 45 FOR THE TEMPERATE MIND IS ABLE, AS I SAID, TO WIN THE VICTORY OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, MODIFYING SOME, WHILE CRUSHING OTHERS ABSOLUTELY. 46 WHY ELSE DID OUR WISE FATHER JACOB BLAME THE HOUSES OF SIMEON AND LEVI FOR THEIR UNREASONING SLAUGHTER OF THE TRIBE OF THE SHECHEMITES, SAYING, 'ACCURSED BE THEIR ANGER!' 47 FOR HAD NOT REASON POSSESSED THE POWER TO RESTRAIN THEIR ANGER HE WOULD NOT HAVE SPOKEN THUS. 48 FOR IN THE DAY WHEN GOD CREATED MAN, HE IMPLANTED IN HIM HIS [SEXLESS] PASSIONS AND [SEXLESS] INCLINATIONS, AND ALSO, AT THE VERY SAME TIME, SET THE MIND ON A THRONE AMIDST THE SENSES TO BE HIS SACRED GUIDE IN ALL THINGS; AND TO THE MIND HE GAVE THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BY THE WHICH IF A MAN ORDER HIMSELF, HE SHALL REIGN OVER A KINGDOM THAT IS TEMPERATE, AND JUST, AND VIRTUOUS, AND BRAVE. 
CHAPTER 2
THE RULING OF [SEXUAL] DESIRE AND ANGER. THE STORY OF DAVID'S THIRST. STIRRING CHAPTERS OF ANCIENT HISTORY. SAVAGE ATTEMPTS TO MAKE THE JEWS EAT SWINE. INTERESTING REFERENCES TO AN ANCIENT BANK (VERSE 21.)
1 WELL THEN, SOMEONE MAY ASK, IF REASON IS MASTER OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS WHY IS IT NOT MASTER OF FORGETFULNESS AND IGNORANCE? 2 BUT THE ARGUMENT IS SUPREMELY RIDICULOUS. FOR REASON IS NOT SHOWN TO BE MASTER OVER [SEXUAL] PASSIONS OR DEFECTS IN ITSELF, BUT OVER THOSE OF THE BODY. 3 FOR EXAMPLE, NONE OF YOU IS ABLE TO EXTIRPATE OUR NATURAL [SEXUAL] DESIRE, BUT THE REASON CAN ENABLE HIM TO ESCAPE BEING MADE A SLAVE BY [SEXLESS] DESIRE. 4 NONE OF YOU IS ABLE TO EXTIRPATE ANGER FROM THE SOUL, BUT IT IS POSSIBLE FOR THE REASON TO COME TO HIS AID AGAINST ANGER. 5 NONE OF YOU CAN EXTIRPATE A MALEVOLENT DISPOSITION, BUT REASON CAN BE HIS POWERFUL ALLY AGAINST BEING SWAYED BY MALEVOLENCE. 6 REASON IS NOT THE EXTIRPATE OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, BUT THEIR ANTAGONIST. 7 THE CASE OF THE THIRST OF KING DAVID MAY SERVE AT LEAST TO MAKE THIS CLEARER. 8 FOR WHEN DAVID HAD FOUGHT THE LIVE-LONG DAY AGAINST THE PHILISTINES, AND BY THE HELP OF OUR COUNTRY'S WARRIORS HAD SLAIN MANY OF THEM, HE CAME AT EVENTIDE, ALL FORDONE WITH SWEAT AND TOIL, TO THE ROYAL TENT, AROUND WHICH WAS ENCAMPED THE WHOLE ARMY OF OUR ANCESTORS. 9 SO ALL THE HOST FELL TO THEIR EVENING MEAL; BUT THE KING, BEING CONSUMED WITH AN INTENSE THIRST, THOUGH HE HAD ABUNDANCE OF WATER, WAS UNABLE TO SLAKE IT. 10 INSTEAD, AN IRRATIONAL [SEXUAL] DESIRE FOR THE WATER THAT WAS IN THE POSSESSION OF THE ENEMY WITH GROWING INTENSITY BURNED HIM UP AND UNMANNED AND CONSUMED HIM. 11 THEN WHEN HIS BODY-GUARD MURMURED AGAINST THE CRAVING OF THE KING, TWO YOUTHS, MIGHTY WARRIORS, ASHAMED THAT THEIR KING SHOULD LACK HIS [SEXUAL] DESIRE, PUT ON ALL THEIR ARMOR, AND TOOK A WATER-VESSEL, AND SCALED THE ENEMY'S RAMPARTS; AND STEALING UNDETECTED PAST THE GUARDS AT THE GATE, THEY SEARCHED THROUGH ALL THE ENEMY'S CAMP. 12 AND THEY BRAVELY FOUND THE SPRING, AND DREW FROM IT A DRAUGHT FOR THE KING. 13 BUT DAVID, THOUGH STILL BURNING WITH THE THIRST, CONSIDERED THAT SUCH A DRAUGHT, RECKONED AS EQUIVALENT TO BLOOD, WAS A GRIEVOUS DANGER TO HIS SOUL. 14 THEREFORE, OPPOSING HIS REASON TO HIS [SEXUAL] DESIRE, HE POURED OUT THE WATER AS AN OFFERING TO GOD. 15 FOR THE TEMPERATE MIND IS ABLE TO CONQUER THE DICTATES OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, AND TO QUENCH THE FIRES OF [SEXUAL] DESIRE, AND TO WRESTLE VICTORIOUSLY WITH THE PANGS OF OUR BODIES THOUGH THEY BE EXCEEDING STRONG, AND BY THE MORAL BEAUTY AND GOODNESS OF REASON TO DEFY WITH SCORN ALL THE DOMINATION OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 16 AND NOW THE OCCASION CALLS US TO SET FORTH THE STORY OF THE SELF-CONTROLLED REASON. 17 AT A TIME WHEN OUR FATHERS ENJOYED GREAT PEACE THROUGH THE DUE OBSERVANCE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND WERE IN HAPPY CASE, SO THAT SELEUCUS NICANOR, THE KING OF ASIA, SANCTIONED THE TAX FOR THE TEMPLE-SERVICE, AND RECOGNIZED OUR POLITY, PRECISELY THEN, CERTAIN MEN, ACTING FACTIOUSLY AGAINST THE GENERAL CONCORD, INVOLVED US IN MANY AND VARIOUS CALAMITIES. 18 ONIAS, A MAN OF THE HIGHEST [SEXLESS] CHARACTER, BEING THEN HIGH PRIEST AND HAVING THE OFFICE FOR HIS LIFE, A CERTAIN SIMON RAISED A FACTION AGAINST HIM, BUT SINCE DESPITE EVERY KIND OF SLANDER HE FAILED TO INJURE HIM ON ACCOUNT OF THE PEOPLE, HE FLED ABROAD WITH [SEXUAL] INTENT TO BETRAY HIS COUNTRY. 19 SO HE CAME TO APOLLONIUS, THE GOVERNOR OF SYRIA AND PHOENICIA AND CILICIA, AND SAID, 'BEING LOYAL TO THE KING, I AM HERE TO INFORM YOU THAT IN THE TREASURIES OF JERUSALEM ARE STORED MANY THOUSANDS OF PRIVATE DEPOSITS, NOT BELONGING TO THE TEMPLE ACCOUNT, AND RIGHTFULLY THE PROPERTY OF KING SELEUCUS.' 20 APOLLONIUS HAVING MADE INQUIRY INTO THE DETAILS OF THE MATTER, PRAISED SIMON FOR HIS LOYAL SERVICE TO THE KING, AND HASTENING TO THE COURT OF SELEUCUS, DISCLOSED TO HIM THE VALUABLE TREASURE; THEN, AFTER RECEIVING AUTHORITY TO DEAL WITH THE MATTER, HE PROMPTLY MARCHED INTO OUR COUNTRY, ACCOMPANIED BY THE ACCURSED SIMON AND A VERY POWERFUL ARMY, AND ANNOUNCED THAT HE WAS THERE BY THE KING'S COMMAND TO TAKE POSSESSION OF THE PRIVATE DEPOSITS IN THE TREASURY. 21 OUR PEOPLE WERE DEEPLY ANGERED BY THIS ANNOUNCEMENT, AND PROTESTED STRONGLY, CONSIDERING IT, AN OUTRAGEOUS THING FOR THOSE WHO HAD ENTRUSTED THEIR DEPOSITS TO THE TEMPLE TREASURY TO BE ROBBED OF THEM, AND THEY THREW ALL POSSIBLE OBSTACLES IN HIS WAY. 22 APOLLONIUS, HOWEVER, WITH THREATS, MADE HIS WAY INTO THE TEMPLE. 23 THEN THE PRIESTS IN THE TEMPLE AND THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN BESOUGHT GOD TO COME TO THE RESCUE OF HIS HOLY PLACE THAT WAS BEING VIOLATED; AND WHEN APOLLONIUS WITH HIS ARMED HOST MARCHED IN TO SEIZE THE MONEYS, THERE APPEARED FROM HEAVEN ANGELS, RIDING UPON HORSES, WITH LIGHTNING FLASHING FROM THEIR ARMS, AND CAST GREAT FEAR AND TREMBLING UPON THEM. 24 AND APOLLONIUS FELL DOWN HALF-DEAD IN THE COURT OF THE GENTILES, AND STRETCHED OUT HIS HANDS TO HEAVEN, AND WITH TEARS HE ENTREATED THE HEBREWS THAT THEY WOULD MAKE INTERCESSION FOR HIM AND STAY THE WRATH OF THE HEAVENLY HOST. 25 FOR HE SAID THAT HE HAD [SEXUALLY] SINNED AND WAS WORTHY EVEN OF DEATH, AND THAT IF HE WERE GIVEN HIS LIFE, HE WOULD LAUD TO ALL MEN THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE HOLY PLACE. 26 MOVED BY THESE WORDS, ONIAS, THE HIGH-PRIEST, ALTHOUGH MOST SCRUPULOUS IN OTHER CASES, MADE INTERCESSION FOR HIM LEST KING SELEUCUS SHOULD POSSIBLY [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT APOLLONIUS HAD BEEN OVERTHROWN BY A HUMAN [SEXUAL] DEVICE AND NOT BY DIVINE [SEXLESS] JUSTICE. 27 APOLLONIUS, ACCORDINGLY, AFTER HIS ASTONISHING DELIVERANCE DEPARTED TO REPORT TO THE KING THE THINGS THAT HAD BEFALLEN HIM. 28 BUT SELEUCUS DYING, HIS SUCCESSOR ON THE THRONE WAS HIS SON ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, AN OVERWEENING TERRIBLE MAN; WHO DISMISSED ONIAS FROM HIS SACRED OFFICE, AND MADE HIS BROTHER JASON HIGH-PRIEST INSTEAD, THE CONDITION BEING THAT IN RETURN FOR THE APPOINTMENT JASON SHOULD PAY HIM THREE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY TALENTS YEARLY. 29 SO HE APPOINTED JASON HIGH-PRIEST AND MADE HIM CHIEF RULER OVER THE PEOPLE. 30 AND HE (JASON) INTRODUCED TO OUR PEOPLE A NEW WAY OF LIFE AND A NEW CONSTITUTION IN UTTER DEFIANCE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW; SO THAT NOT ONLY DID HE LAY OUT A GYMNASIUM ON THE MOUNT OF OUR FATHERS, BUT HE ACTUALLY ABOLISHED THE SERVICE OF THE TEMPLE. 31 WHEREFORE THE DIVINE JUSTICE WAS KINDLED TO ANGER AND BROUGHT ANTIOCHUS HIMSELF AS AN ENEMY AGAINST US. 32 FOR WHEN. BE WAS CARRYING ON WAR WITH PTOLEMY IN EGYPT AND HEARD THAT THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM HAD REJOICED EXCEEDINGLY OVER A REPORT OF HIS DEATH, HE IMMEDIATELY MARCHED BACK AGAINST THEM. 33 AND WHEN HE HAD PLUNDERED THE CITY, HE MADE A DECREE DENOUNCING THE PENALTY OF DEATH UPON ANY WHO SHOULD BE SEEN TO LIVE AFTER THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF OUR FATHERS. 34 BUT HE FOUND ALL HIS DECREES OF NO AVAIL TO BREAK DOWN THE CONSTANCY OF OUR PEOPLE TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND HE BEHELD ALL HIS THREATS AND PENALTIES UTTERLY DESPISED, SO THAT EVEN WOMEN FOR CIRCUMCISING THEIR SONS, THOUGH THEY KNEW BEFOREHAND WHAT WOULD BE THEIR FATE, WERE FLUNG, TOGETHER WITH THEIR OFFSPRING, HEADLONG FROM THE ROCKS. 35 WHEN THEREFORE HIS DECREES CONTINUED TO BE CONTEMNED BY THE MASS OF THE PEOPLE, HE PERSONALLY TRIED TO FORCE BY TORTURES EACH MAN SEPARATELY TO EAT UNCLEAN MEATS AND THUS ABJURE THE JEWISH RELIGION. 36 ACCORDINGLY, THE TYRANT ANTIOCHUS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNCILLORS, SAT IN JUDGEMENT ON A CERTAIN HIGH PLACE WITH HIS TROOPS DRAWN UP AROUND HIM IN FULL ARMOUR, AND HE ORDERED HIS GUARDS TO DRAG THERE EVERY SINGLE MAN OF THE HEBREWS AND COMPEL THEM TO EAT SWINE'S FLESH AND THINGS OFFERED TO IDOLS; BUT IF ANY SHOULD REFUSE TO DEFILE THEMSELVES WITH THE UNCLEAN THINGS, THEY WERE TO HE TORTURED AND PUT TO DEATH. 37 AND WHEN MANY HAD BEEN TAKEN BY FORCE, ONE MAN FIRST FROM AMONG THE COMPANY WAS BROUGHT BEFORE ANTIOCHUS, A HEBREW WHOSE NAME WAS ELEAZAR, A PRIEST BY BIRTH, TRAINED IN KNOWLEDGE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, A MAN ADVANCED IN YEARS AND WELL KNOWN TO MANY OF THE TYRANT'S COURT FOR HIS PHILOSOPHY. 38 AND ANTIOCHUS, LOOKING ON HIM, SAID: 'BEFORE I ALLOW THE TORTURES TO BEGIN FOR YOU, O VENERABLE MAN, I WOULD GIVE YOU THIS [SEXUAL] COUNSEL, THAT YOU SHOULD EAT OF THE FLESH OF THE SWINE AND SAVE YOUR LIFE; FOR I RESPECT YOUR AGE AND YOUR GREY HAIRS, ALTHOUGH TO HAVE WORN THEM SO LONG A TIME, AND STILL TO CLING TO THE JEWISH RELIGION, MAKES ME [SEXUALLY] THINK YOU NO PHILOSOPHER. 39 FOR MOST EXCELLENT IS THE MEAT OF THIS ANIMAL WHICH [DIVINE] NATURE HAS GRACIOUSLY BESTOWED UPON US, AND WHY SHOULD YOU ABOMINATE IT? TRULY IT IS FOLLY NOT TO ENJOY INNOCENT [SEXLESS] PLEASURES, AND IT IS WRONG TO REJECT [DIVINE] NATURE'S FAVOURS. 40 BUT IT WILL BE STILL GREATER FOLLY, I [SEXUALLY] THINK, ON YOUR PART IF WITH IDLE VAPOURING ABOUT TRUTH YOU SHALL PROCEED TO DEFY EVEN ME TO YOUR OWN PUNISHMENT. 41 WILL YOU NOT AWAKE FROM YOUR PREPOSTEROUS PHILOSOPHY? WILL YOU NOT FLING ASIDE THE NONSENSE [BULLSHIT] OF YOUR CALCULATIONS AND, ADOPTING ANOTHER FRAME OF MIND BEFITTING YOUR MATURE YEARS, LEARN THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY OF EXPEDIENCY, AND HOW TO MY CHARITABLE [SEXUAL] COUNSEL, AND HAVE PITY ON YOUR OWN VENERABLE AGE? 42 FOR CONSIDER THIS, TOO, THAT EVEN IF THERE BE SOME POWER WHOSE EYE IS UPON THIS RELIGION OF YOURS, HE WILL ALWAYS PARDON YOU FOR A TRANSGRESSION DONE UNDER COMPULSION.' 43 BUS URGED BY THE TYRANT TO THE UNLAWFUL EATING OF UNCLEAN MEAT, ELEAZAR ASKED PERMISSION TO SPEAK; AND RECEIVING IT, HE BEGAN HIS SPEECH BEFORE THE COURT AS FOLLOWS: 44 'WE, O ANTIOCHUS, HAVING ACCEPTED THE DIVINE [SEXLESS] LAW AS THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF OUR COUNTRY, DO NOT BELIEVE ANY STRONGER NECESSITY IS LAID UPON US THAN THAT OF OUR OBEDIENCE TO THE LAW. 45 THEREFORE WE DO SURELY DEEM IT RIGHT NOT IN ANY WAY WHATSOEVER TO TRANSGRESS THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 46 AND YET, WERE OUR [SEXLESS] LAW, AS YOU SUGGEST, NOT TRULY DIVINE, WHILE WE VAINLY BELIEVED IT TO BE DIVINE, NOT EVEN SO WOULD IT BE RIGHT FOR US TO DESTROY OUR REPUTATION FOR PIETY. 47 [SEXUALLY] THINK IT NOT, THEN, A SMALL [SEXUAL] SIN FOR US TO EAT THE UNCLEAN THING, FOR THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BE IT IN SMALL THINGS OR IN GREAT, IS EQUALLY HEINOUS; FOR IN EITHER CASE EQUALLY THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS DESPISED. 48 AND YOU SCOFF AT OUR PHILOSOPHY, AS IF UNDER IT WE WERE LIVING IN A MANNER CONTRARY TO REASON. 49 NOT SO, FOR THE [SEXLESS] LAW TEACHES US SELF-CONTROL, SO THAT WE ARE MASTERS OF ALL OUR [SEXUAL] PLEASURES AND [SEXUAL] DESIRES AND ARE THOROUGHLY TRAINED IN MANLINESS SO AS TO ENDURE ALL PAIN WITH READINESS; AND IT TEACHES JUSTICE, SO THAT WITH ALL OUR VARIOUS DISPOSITIONS WE ACT FAIRLY, AND IT TEACHES RIGHTEOUSNESS, SO THAT WITH DUE REVERENCE WE WORSHIP ONLY THE GOD WHO IS. 50 THEREFORE DO WE EAT NO UNCLEAN MEAT; FOR BELIEVING OUR [SEXLESS] LAW TO BE GIVEN BY GOD, WE KNOW ALSO THAT THE [TRUE] CREATOR OF THE WORLD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AS A [SEXLESS] LAWGIVER, FEELS FOR US ACCORDING TO OUR [DIVINE] NATURE. 51 HE HAS COMMANDED US TO EAT THE THINGS THAT WILL BE CONVENIENT FOR OUR SOULS, AND HE HAS FORBIDDEN US TO EAT MEATS THAT WOULD BE THE CONTRARY. 52 BUT IT IS THE ACT OF A TYRANT THAT YOU SHOULD COMPEL US NOT ONLY TO TRANSGRESS THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BUT SHOULD ALSO MAKE US EAT IN SUCH MANNER THAT YOU MAY MOCK AT' THIS DEFILEMENT SO UTTERLY ABOMINABLE TO US. 53 BUT YOU SHALL NOT MOCK AT ME THUS, NEITHER WILL I BREAK THE SACRED OATHS OF MY ANCESTORS TO KEEP THE [SEXLESS] LAW, NOT EVEN THOUGH YOU TEAR OUT MINE EYES AND BUM OUT MINE ENTRAILS. 54 I AM NOT SO UNMANNED BY OLD AGE BUT THAT WHEN RIGHTEOUSNESS IS AT STAKE THE STRENGTH OF YOUTH RETURNS TO MY REASON. 55 SO TWIST HARD YOUR RACKS AND BLOW YOUR FURNACE HOTTER. I DO NOT SO PITY MINE OLD AGE AS TO BREAK THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MY FATHERS IN MINE OWN PERSON. 56 I WILL NOT BELIE THEE, O [SEXLESS] LAW THAT WAST MY TEACHER; I WILL NOT DESERT THEE, O BELOVED SELF-CONTROL; I WILL NOT PUT THEE TO SHAME, O WISDOM-LOVING REASON, NOR WILL I DENY YE, O VENERATED PRIESTHOOD AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 57 NEITHER SHALT THOU SULLY THE PURE MOUTH OF MINE OLD AGE AND MY LIFELONG CONSTANCY TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW. CLEAN SHALL MY FATHERS RECEIVE ME, UNAFRAID OF THY TORMENTS EVEN TO THE DEATH. 58 FOR THOU INDEED MAYEST BE TYRANT OVER UNRIGHTEOUS MEN, BUT THOU SHALT NOT LORD IT OVER MY [SEXLESS] RESOLUTION IN THE MATTER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS EITHER BY THY [SEXLESS] WORDS OR THROUGH THY [SEXLESS] DEEDS.' 
CHAPTER 3
ELEAZAR, THE GENTLE SPIRITED OLD MAN, SHOWS SUCH FORTITUDE THAT EVEN AS WE READ THESE WORDS 2000 YEARS LATER, THEY SEEM LIKE AN INEXTINGUISHABLE FIRE.
1 BUT WHEN ELEAZAR REPLIED THUS ELOQUENTLY TO THE EXHORTATIONS OF THE TYRANTS, THE GUARDS AROUND HIM DRAGGED HIM ROUGHLY TO THE TORTURING PLACE. 2 AND FIRST THEY UNCLOTHED THE OLD MAN, WHO WAS ADORNED WITH THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS. 3 THEN BINDING HIS ARMS ON EITHER SIDE THEY SCOURGED HIM, A HERALD STANDING AND SHOUTING OUT OVER AGAINST HIM, 'OBEY THE ORDERS OF THE KING!' 4 BUT THE GREAT-SOULED AND NOBLE MAN, AN ELEAZAR IN VERY TRUTH, WAS NO MORE MOVED IN HIS MIND THAN IF HE WERE BEING TORMENTED IN A DREAM; YEA, THE OLD MAN KEEPING HIS EYES STEADFASTLY RAISED TO HEAVEN SUFFERED HIS FLESH TO BE TOM BY THE SCOURGES TILL HE WAS BATHED IN BLOOD AND HIS SIDES BECAME A MASS OF WOUNDS; AND EVEN WHEN HE FELL TO THE GROUND BECAUSE HIS BODY COULD NO LONGER SUPPORT THE PAIN HE STILL KEPT HIS REASON ERECT AND INFLEXIBLE. 5 WITH HIS FOOT THEN ONE OF THE CRUET GUARDS AS HE FELL KICKED HIM SAVAGELY IN THE SIDE TO MAKE HIM GET UP. 6 BUT HE ENDURED THE ANGUISH, AND DESPISED THE COMPULSION, AND BORE UP UNDER THE TORMENTS, AND LIKE A BRAVE ATHLETE TAKING PUNISHMENT, THE OLD MAN OUTWORE HIS TORMENTORS. 7 THE SWEAT STOOD ON HIS BROW, AND HE DREW HIS BREATH IN HARD GASPS, TILL HIS NOBILITY OF SOUL EXTORTED THE ADMIRATION OF HIS TORMENTORS THEMSELVES. 8 HEREUPON, PARTLY IN PITY FOR HIS OLD AGE, PARTLY IN SYMPATHY FOR THEIR FRIEND, PARTLY IN ADMIRATION OF HIS COURAGE, SOME OF THE COURTIERS OF THE KING WENT TIP TO HIM AND SAID: 9 'WHY, O ELEAZAR, DOST THOU MADLY DESTROY THYSELF IN THIS MISERY? WE WILL BRING TO THEE OF THE SEETHED MEATS, BUT DO THOU FEIGN ONLY TO PARTAKE OF THE SWINE'S FLESH, AND SO SAVE THYSELF.' 10 AND ELEAZAR, AS IF THEIR [SEXUAL] COUNSEL DID BUT ADD TO HIS TORTURES, CRIED LOUDLY: 'NO. MAY WE SONS OF ABRAHAM NEVER HAVE SO EVIL A [SEXUAL] THOUGHT AS WITH FAINT HEART TO COUNTERFEIT A PART UNSEEMLY TO US. 11 CONTRARY TO [SEXLESS] REASON, INDEED, WERE IT FOR US, AFTER LIVING UNTO THE TRUTH TILL OLD AGE, AND GUARDING IN [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL GUISE THE REPUTE OF SO LIVING, NOW TO CHANGE AND BECOME IN OUR OWN PERSONS A PATTERN TO THE YOUNG OF IMPIETY, TO THE END THAT WE SHOULD ENCOURAGE THEM TO EAT UNCLEAN MEAT. 12 SHAME WERE IT IF WE SHOULD LIVE ON A LITTLE LONGER, DURING THAT LITTLE BEING MOCKED OF ALL MEN FOR COWARDICE, AND WHILE DESPISED BY THE TYRANT AS UNMANLY SHOULD FAIL TO DEFEND THE DIVINE [SEXLESS] LAW UNTO THE DEATH. 13 THEREFORE, O SONS OF ABRAHAM, DO YE DIE NOBLY FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE; BUT AS FOR YOU, O MINIONS OF THE TYRANT, WHY PAUSE YE IN YOUR WORK?' 14 SO THEY, SEEING HIM THUS TRIUMPHANT OVER THE TORTURES AND UNMOVED EVEN BY THE PITY OF HIS EXECUTIONERS, DRAGGED HIM TO THE FIRE. 15 THERE THEY CAST HIM ON IT, BURNING HIM WITH CRUELLY [SEXUAL] CUNNING [SEXUAL] DEVICES, AND THEY POURED BROTH OF EVIL ODOR INTO HIS NOSTRILS. 16 BUT WHEN THE FIRE ALREADY REACHED TO HIS BONES AND HE WAS ABOUT TO GIVE UP THE GHOST, HE LIFTED UP HIS EYES TO GOD AND SAID: 17 'THOU, O GOD, KNOWEST THAT THOUGH I MIGHT SAVE MYSELF I AM DYING BY FIERY TORMENTS FOR THY [SEXLESS] LAW. BE MERCIFUL UNTO THY PEOPLE, AND LET OUR PUNISHMENT BE A SATISFACTION IN THEIR BEHALF. MAKE MY BLOOD THEIR PURIFICATION, AND TAKE MY SOUL TO RANSOM THEIR SOULS, 18 AND WITH THESE [SEXLESS] WORDS THE HOLY MAN NOBLY YIELDED UP HIS SPIRIT UNDER THE TORTURE I AND FOR THE SAKE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW HELD OUT BY HIS REASON EVEN AGAINST THE TORMENTS UNTO DEATH. 19 BEYOND QUESTION, THEN, THE INSPIRED REASON IS MASTER OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS; FOR IF HIS [SEXLESS] PASSIONS OR SUFFERINGS HAD PREVAILED OVER HIS REASON, WE SHOULD HAVE CREDITED THEM WITH THIS EVIDENCE OF THEIR SUPERIOR POWER. 20 BUT NOW HIS REASON HAVING CONQUERED HIS [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, WE PROPERLY ATTRIBUTE TO IT THE POWER OF COMMANDING THEM. 21 AND IT IS RIGHT THAT WE SHOULD ADMIT THAT THE MASTERY LIES WITH REASON, IN CASES AT LEAST WHERE IT CONQUERS PAINS THAT COME FROM OUTSIDE OURSELVES; FOR IT WERE RIDICULOUS TO DENY IT. 22 AND MY PROOF COVERS NOT ONLY THE SUPERIORITY OF REASON TO PAINS, BUT ITS SUPERIORITY TO [SEXUAL] PLEASURES ALSO; NEITHER DOES IT SURRENDER TO THEM.
CHAPTER 4
THIS SO CALLED "AGE OF REASON" MAY IN THIS CHAPTER READ THAT THE PHILOSOPHY OF REASON IS 2000 YEARS OLD. THE STORY OF SEVEN SONS AND THEIR MOTHER.
1 FOR THE REASON OF OUR FATHER ELEAZAR, LIKE A FINE STEERSMAN STEERING THE SHIP OF SANCTITY ON THE SEA OF THE [SEXLESS] PASSIONS, THOUGH BUFFETED BY THE THREATS OF THE TYRANT AND SWEPT BY THE SWELLING WAVES OF THE TORTURES, NEVER SHIFTED FOR ONE MOMENT THE HELM OF SANCTITY UNTIL HE SAILED INTO THE HAVEN OF VICTORY OVER DEATH. 2 NO CITY BESIEGED WITH MANY AND [SEXUAL] CUNNING [WAR] ENGINES EVER DEFENDED ITSELF SO WELL AS DID THAT HOLY MAN WHEN HIS SACRED SOUL WAS ATTACKED WITH SCOURGE AND RACK AND FLAME, AND HE MOVED THEM WHO WERE LAYING SIEGE TO HIS SOUL THROUGH HIS REASON THAT WAS THE SHIELD OF SANCTITY. 3 FOR OUR FATHER ELEAZAR, SETTING HIS MIND FILM AS A BEETLING SEA-CLIFF, BROKE THE MAD ONSET OF THE SURGES OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 4 O PRIEST WORTHY OF THY PRIESTHOOD, THOU DIDST NOT DEFILE THY HOLY TEETH, NOR DIDST THOU BEFOUL WITH UNCLEAN MEAT THY BELLY THAT HAD ROOM ONLY FOR PIETY AND PURITY. 5 O CONFESSOR OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND PHILOSOPHER OF THE DIVINE LIFE! SUCH SHOULD THOSE BE WHOSE OFFICE IS TO SERVE THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND DEFEND IT WITH THEIR OWN BLOOD AND HONOURABLE SWEAT IN THE FACE OF SUFFERINGS TO THE DEATH. 6 THOU, O FATHER [STEPHEN], DIDST FORTIFY OUR FIDELITY TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW THROUGH THY STEADFASTNESS UNTO GLORY; AND HAVING SPOKEN IN HONOUR OF HOLINESS THOU DIDST NOT BELIE THY SPEECH, AND DIDST CONFIRM THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF DIVINE PHILOSOPHY BY THY [SEXLESS] DEEDS, O AGED MAN THAT WAST MORE FORCEFUL THAN THE TORTURES. 7 O REVEREND ELDER THAT WAST TENSER-STRUNG THAN THE FLAME, THOU GREAT KING OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, ELEAZAR. 8 FOR AS OUR FATHER AARON, ARMED WITH THE CENSER, RAN THROUGH THE MASSED CONGREGATION AGAINST THE FIERY ANGEL AND OVERCAME HIM, SO THE SON OF AARON, ELEAZAR, BEING CONSUMED BY THE MELTING HEAT OF THE FIRE, REMAINED UNSHAKEN IN HIS REASON. 9 AND YET MOST WONDERFUL OF ALL, HE, BEING AN OLD MAN, WITH THE SINEWS OF HIS BODY UNSTRUNG AND HIS MUSCLES RELAXED AND HIS NERVES WEAKENED, GREW A YOUNG MAN AGAIN IN THE SPIRIT OF HIS REASON AND WITH ISAAC-LIKE REASON TURNED THE HYDRA-HEADED TORTURE TO IMPOTENCE. 10 O BLESSED AGE, O REVEREND GREY HEAD, O LIFE FAITHFUL TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND PERFECTED BY THE SEAL OF DEATH! 11 ASSUREDLY, THEN, IF AN OLD MAN DESPISED THE TORMENTS UNTO DEATH FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE IT MUST BE ADMITTED THAT THE INSPIRED REASON IS ABLE TO GUIDE THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 12 BUT SOME PERHAPS MAY ANSWER THAT NOT ALL MEN ARE MASTERS OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS BECAUSE NOT ALL MEN HAVE THEIR REASON ENLIGHTENED. 13 BUT AS MANY AS WITH THEIR WHOLE HEART MAKE RIGHTEOUSNESS THEIR FIRST [SEXLESS] THOUGHT, THESE ALONE ARE ABLE TO MASTER THE WEAKNESS OF THE FLESH, BELIEVING THAT UNTO GOD THEY DIE NOT, AS OUR PATRIARCHS, ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB, DIED NOT, BUT THAT THEY LIVE UNTO GOD. 14 THEREFORE THERE IS-NOTHING CONTRADICTORY IN CERTAIN PERSONS APPEARING TO BE SLAVES TO [SEXUAL] PASSION IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE WEAKNESS OF THEIR REASON. 15 FOR WHO IS THERE THAT BEING A PHILOSOPHER FOLLOWING RIGHTEOUSLY THE WHOLE RULE OF PHILOSOPHY, AND HAVING PUT HIS TRUST IN GOD, AND KNOWING THAT IT IS A BLESSED THING TO ENDURE ALL HARDNESS FOR THE SAKE OF VIRTUE, WOULD NOT CONQUER HIS [SEXUAL] PASSIONS FOR THE SAKE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS? 16 FOR THE WISE AND SELF-CONTROLLED MAN ALONE IS THE BRAVE RULER OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 17 YEA, BY THIS MEANS EVEN YOUNG BOYS, BEING PHILOSOPHERS BY VIRTUE OF THE REASON WHICH IS ACCORDING TO RIGHTEOUSNESS, HAVE TRIUMPHED OVER YET MORE GRIEVOUS TORTURES. 18 FOR WHEN THE TYRANT FOUND HIMSELF NOTABLY DEFEATED IN HIS FIRST ATTEMPT, AND IMPOTENT TO COMPEL AN OLD MAN TO EAT UNCLEAN MEAT, THEN TRULY IN VIOLENT RAGE HE ORDERED THE GUARDS TO BRING OTHERS OF THE YOUNG MEN OF THE HEBREWS, AND IF THEY WOULD EAT UNCLEAN MEAT TO RELEASE THEM AFTER EATING IT, BUT IF THEY REFUSED, TO TORTURE THEM YET MORE SAVAGELY. 19 AND UNDER THESE ORDERS OF THE TYRANT SEVEN BRETHREN TOGETHER WITH THEIR AGED MOTHER WERE BROUGHT PRISONERS BEFORE HIM, ALL HANDSOME, AND MODEST, AND WELL-BORN, AND GENERALLY ATTRACTIVE. 20 AND WHEN THE TYRANT SAW THEM THERE, STANDING AS IF THEY WERE A FESTAL CHOIR WITH THEIR MOTHER IN THE MIDST, HE TOOK NOTICE OF THEM, AND STRUCK BY THEIR NOBLE AND DISTINGUISHED BEARING HE SMILED AT THEM, AND CALLING THEM NEARER SAID: 21 'O YOUNG MEN, I WISH WELL TO EACH ONE OF YOU, AND ADMIRE YOUR BEAUTY, AND HONOUR HIGHLY SO LARGE A BAND OF BROTHERS; SO NOT ONLY DO I ADVISE YOU NOT TO PERSIST IN THE MADNESS OF THAT OLD MAN WHO HAS ALREADY SUFFERED, BUT I EVEN ENTREAT OF YOU TO YIELD TO ME AND BECOME PARTAKERS IN MY FRIENDSHIP. 22 FOR, AS I AM ABLE TO PUNISH THOSE WHO DISOBEY MY ORDERS, SO AM I ABLE TO ADVANCE THOSE WHO DO OBEY ME. 23 BE ASSURED THEN THAT YOU SHALL BE GIVEN POSITIONS OF IMPORTANCE AND AUTHORITY IN MY SERVICE IF YOU WILL REJECT THE ANCESTRAL [SEXLESS] LAW OF YOUR [POLITICAL] POLITY. 24 SHARE IN THE HELLENIC LIFE, AND WALK IN A NEW WAY, AND TAKE SOME [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN YOUR YOUTH; FOR IF YOU DRIVE ME TO ANGER WITH YOUR DISOBEDIENCE YOU WILL COMPEL ME TO RESORT TO TERRIBLE PENALTIES AND PUT EVERY SINGLE ONE OF YOU TO DEATH BY TORTURE. 25 HAVE PITY THEN ON YOURSELVES, WHOM EVEN I, YOUR OPPONENT, PITY FOR YOUR YOUTH AND YOUR BEAUTY. 26 WILL YOU NOT CONSIDER WITH YOURSELVES THIS THING, THAT IF YOU DISOBEY ME THERE IS NOTHING BEFORE YOU BUT DEATH IN TORMENTS?' 27 WITH THESE WORDS HE ORDERED THE INSTRUMENTS OF TORTURE TO BE BROUGHT FORWARD IN ORDER TO PERSUADE THEM BY FEAR TO EAT UNCLEAN MEAT. 28 BUT WHEN THE GUARDS HAD PRODUCED WHEELS, AND JOINT-DISLOCATORS, AND RACKS, AND BONE-CRUSHERS, AND CATAPULTS, AND CAULDRONS, AND BRAZIERS, AND THUMB-SCREWS, AND IRON CLAWS, AND WEDGES, AND BRANDING IRONS, THE TYRANT SPOKE AGAIN AND SAID: 29 'YOU HAD BETTER FEEL FEAR, MY LADS, AND THE JUSTICE YOU WORSHIP WILL PARDON YOUR UNWILLING TRANSGRESSION.' 30 BUT THEY, HEARING HIS PERSUASIONS, AND SEEING HIS DREADFUL ENGINES, NOT ONLY SHOWED NO FEAR BUT ACTUALLY ARRAYED THEIR PHILOSOPHY IN OPPOSITION TO THE TYRANT, AND BY THEIR RIGHT REASON DID ABASE HIS TYRANNY. 31 AND YET CONSIDER; SUPPOSING SOME AMONGST THEM TO HAVE BEEN FAINT-HEARTED AND COWARDLY, WHAT SORT OF LANGUAGE WOULD THEY HAVE USED? WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN TO THIS EFFECT? 32 'ALAS! MISERABLE CREATURES THAT WE ARE AND FOOLISH ABOVE MEASURE! WHEN THE KING INVITES US AND APPEALS TO US ON TERMS OF KIND TREATMENT SHALL WE NOT OBEY HIM? 33 WHY DO WE ENCOURAGE OURSELVES WITH VAIN [SEXUAL] DESIRES AND DARE A DISOBEDIENCE THAT IS TO COST US OUR LIVES? SHALL WE NOT, O MEN MY BROTHERS, FEAR THE DREAD INSTRUMENTS AND WEIGH WELL HIS THREATS OF THE TORTURES, AND ABANDON THESE EMPTY VAUNTS AND THIS FATAL BRAGGING? 34 LET US TAKE PITY ON OUR OWN YOUTH AND HAVE COMPASSION ON OUR MOTHER'S AGE; AND LET US LAY TO HEART THAT IF WE DISOBEY, WE SHALL DIE. 35 AND EVEN THE DIVINE JUSTICE WILL HAVE MERCY ON US, IF COMPELLED BY NECESSITY WE YIELD TO THE KING IN FEAR. WHY SHOULD WE CAST AWAY FROM US THIS DEAR LIFE AND ROB OURSELVES OF THIS SWEET WORLD? 36 LET US NOT STRIVE AGAINST NECESSITY NOR WITH VAIN CONFIDENCE INVITE OUR TORTURE. 37 EVEN THE [SEXLESS] LAW ITSELF DOES NOT WILLINGLY CONDEMN US TO DEATH, WE BEING IN TERROR OF THE INSTRUMENTS OF TORTURE. 38 WHY DOES SUCH CONTENTIOUSNESS INFLAME US AND A FATAL OBSTINACY FIND FAVOUR WITH US, WHEN WE MIGHT HAVE A PEACEFUL LIFE BY OBEYING THE KING?' 39 BUT NO SUCH WORDS ESCAPED THESE YOUNG MEN AT THE PROSPECT OF THE TORTURE, NOR DID SUCH [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS ENTER INTO THEIR MINDS. 40 FOR THEY WERE DESPISERS OF THE [SEXLESS] PASSIONS AND MASTERS OVER PAIN. 
CHAPTER 5
A CHAPTER OF HORROR AND TORTURE REVEALING ANCIENT TYRANNY AT ITS UTMOST SAVAGERY. VERSE 26 IS PROFOUND TRUTH.
1 AND THUS NO SOONER DID THE TYRANT CONCLUDE HIS URGING OF THEM TO EAT UNCLEAN MEAT THAN ALL WITH ONE VOICE TOGETHER, AND AS WITH ONE SOUL, SAID TO HIM: 2 'WHY DOST THOU DELAY, O TYRANT? WE ARE READY TO DIE RATHER THAN TRANSGRESS THE COMMANDMENTS OF OUR FATHERS. 3 FOR WE SHOULD BE PUTTING OUR ANCESTORS ALSO TO SHAME, IF WE DID NOT WALK IN OBEDIENCE TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND TAKE MOSES AS OUR [SEXLESS] COUNSELLOR. 4 O TYRANT THAT [SEXUALLY] COUNSELLEST US TO TRANSGRESS THE [SEXLESS] LAW, DO NOT, HATING US, PITY US BEYOND OURSELVES. 5 FOR WE ESTEEM THY MERCY, GIVING US OUR LIFE IN RETURN FOR A BREACH OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, A THING HARDER TO BEAR THAN DEATH ITSELF. 6 THOU WOULDST TERRIFY US WITH THY THREATS OF DEATH UNDER TORTURE, AS IF A LITTLE WHILE AGO THOU HADST LEARNED NOTHING FROM ELEAZAR. 7 BUT IF THE OLD MEN OF THE HEBREWS ENDURED THE TORTURES FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, YEA, UNTIL THEY DIED, MORE BEFITTINGLY WILL WE YOUNG MEN DIE DESPISING THE TORMENTS OF THY COMPULSION, OVER WHICH HE OUR AGED TEACHER ALSO TRIUMPHED. 8 MAKE TRIAL THEREFORE, O TYRANT. AND IF THOU TAKEST OUR LIVES FOR THE SAKE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, [SEXUALLY] THINK NOT THAT THOU HURTEST US WITH THY TORTURES. 9 FOR WE THROUGH THIS OUR EVIL ENTREATMENT AND OUR ENDURANCE OF IT SHALL WIN THE PRIZE OF VIRTUE; BUT THOU FOR OUR CRUEL MURDER SHALT SUFFER AT THE HANDS OF DIVINE JUSTICE SUFFICIENT TORMENT BY FIRE FOR EVER.' 10 THESE WORDS OF THE YOUTHS REDOUBLED THE WRATH OF THE TYRANT, NOT AT THEIR DISOBEDIENCE ONLY BUT AT WHAT HE CONSIDERED THEIR INGRATITUDE. 11 SO BY HIS ORDERS THE SCOURGERS BROUGHT FORWARD THE ELDEST OF THEM AND STRIPPED HIM OF HIS GARMENT AND BOUND HIS HANDS AND ARMS ON EITHER SIDE WITH THONGS. 12 BUT WHEN THEY HAD SCOURGED HIM, TILL THEY WERE WEARY, AND GAINED NOTHING THEREBY, THEY CAST HIM UPON THE WHEEL. 13 AND ON IT THE NOBLE YOUTH WAS RACKED TILL HIS BONES WERE OUT OF JOINT. AND AS JOINT AFTER JOINT GAVE WAY, HE DENOUNCED THE TYRANT IN THESE WORDS: 14 'O THOU MOST ABOMINABLE TYRANT, THOU ENEMY OF THE JUSTICE OF HEAVEN AND BLOODY-MINDED, THOU DOST TORMENT ME IN THIS FASHION NOT FOR MANSLAYING NOR FOR IMPIETY BUT FOR DEFENDING THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD.' 15 AND WHEN THE GUARDS SAID TO HIM, 'CONSENT TO EAT, THAT SO YOU MAY BE RELEASED FROM YOUR TORTURES,' HE SAID TO THEM, 'YOUR METHOD, O MISERABLE MINIONS, IS NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO LEAD CAPTIVE MY REASON. CUT OFF MY LIMBS, AND BURN MY FLESH, AND TWIST MY JOINTS; THROUGH ALL THE TORMENTS I WILL SHOW YOU THAT IN BEHALF OF VIRTUE THE SONS OF THE HEBREWS ALONE ARE UNCONQUERABLE.' 16 AS HE THUS SPAKE THEY SET HOT COALS UPON HIM BESIDES, AND INTENSIFYING THE TORTURE STRAINED HIM YET TIGHTER ON THE WHEEL. 17 AND ALL THE WHEEL WAS BESMEARED WITH HIS BLOOD, AND THE HEAPED COALS WERE QUENCHED BY THE HUMOURS OF HIS BODY DROPPING DOWN, AND THE RENT FLESH RAN [A] ROUND THE AXLES OF THE MACHINE. 18 AND WITH HIS BODILY FRAME ALREADY IN DISSOLUTION THIS GREAT-SOULED YOUTH, LIKE A TRUE SON OF ABRAHAM, GROANED NOT AT ALL; BUT AS IF HE WERE SUFFERING A CHANGE BY FIRE TO [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION, HE NOBLY ENDURED THE TORMENT, SAYING: 19 'FOLLOW MY EXAMPLE, O BROTHERS. DO NOT FOR EVER DESERT ME, AND FORSWEAR NOT OUR BROTHERHOOD IN NOBILITY OF SOUL. 20 WAR A HOLY AND HONOURABLE WARFARE ON BEHALF OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THROUGH WHICH MAY THE JUST PROVIDENCE THAT WATCHED OVER OUR FATHERS BECOME MERCIFUL UNTO HIS PEOPLE AND TAKE VENGEANCE ON THE ACCURSED TYRANT.' 21 AND WITH THESE [SEXLESS] WORDS THE HOLY YOUTH YIELDED UP THE GHOST. 22 BUT WHILE ALL WERE WONDERING AT HIS CONSTANCY OF SOUL, THE GUARDS BROUGHT FORWARD THE SECOND IN AGE OF THE. SONS, AND GRAPPLING HIM WITH SHARP-CLAWED HANDS OF IRON THEY FASTENED HIM TO THE ENGINES AND THE CATAPULT. 23 BUT WHEN THEY HEARD HIS NOBLE RESOLVE IN ANSWER TO THEIR QUESTION, 'WOULD HE EAT RATHER THAN HE TORTURED?' THESE PANTHER-LIKE BEASTS TORE AT HIS SINEWS WITH CLAWS OF IRON, AND RENT AWAY ALL THE FLESH FROM HIS CHEEKS, AND TORE OFF THE SKIN FROM HIS HEAD. 24 BUT HE STEADFASTLY ENDURING THIS AGONY SAID, 'HOW SWEET IS EVERY FORM OF DEATH FOR THE SAKE OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF OUR FATHERS!' 25 AND TO THE TYRANT HE SAID, 'O MOST RUTHLESS OF TYRANTS, DOTH NOT, IT SEEM, TO THEE, THAT AT THIS MOMENT THOU THYSELF SUFFEREST TORTURES WORSE THAN MINE IN SEEING THY TYRANNY'S [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT [SEXUAL] INTENTION OVERCOME BY MY ENDURANCE FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE? 26 FOR I AM SUPPORTED UNDER PAIN BY THE JOYS THAT COME THROUGH VIRTUE, WHEREAS THOU ART IN TORMENT WHILST GLORYING IN THY IMPIETY; NEITHER SHALT THOU ESCAPE, O MOST ABOMINABLE TYRANT, THE PENALTIES OF THE DIVINE WRATH.' 27 AND WHEN HE HAD BRAVELY MET HIS GLORIOUS DEATH, THE THIRD SON WAS BROUGHT FORWARD AND WAS EARNESTLY ENTREATED BY MANY TO TASTE AND SO TO SAVE HIMSELF. 28 BUT HE ANSWERED IN A LOUD VOICE, 'ARE YE IGNORANT THAT THE SAME FATHER BEGAT ME AND MY BROTHERS THAT ARE DEAD, AND THE SAME MOTHER GAVE US BIRTH, AND IN THE SAME DOCTRINES WAS I BROUGHT UP? 29 I DO NOT FORSWEAR THE NOBLE BOND OF BROTHERHOOD. 30 THEREFORE IF YE HAVE ANY ENGINE OF TORMENT, APPLY IT TO THIS BODY OF MINE; FOR MY SOUL YE CANNOT REACH, NOT IF YE WOULD.' 31 BUT THEY WERE GREATLY ANGERED AT THE BOLD SPEECH OF THE MAN, AND THEY DISLOCATED HIS HANDS AND HIS FEET WITH THEIR DISLOCATING ENGINES, AND WRENCHED HIS LIMBS OUT OF THEIR SOCKETS, AND UNSTRUNG THEM; AND THEY TWISTED ROUND HIS FINGERS, AND HIS ARMS, AND HIS LEGS, AND HIS ELBOW-JOINTS. 32 AND IN NO WISE BEING ABLE TO STRANGLE HIS SPIRIT THEY STRIPPED OFF HIS SKIN, TAKING THE POINTS OF THE FINGERS WITH IT, AND TORE IN SCYTHIAN FASHION THE SCALP FROM HIS HEAD, AND STRAIGHTWAY BROUGHT HIM TO THE WHEEL. 33 AND ON THIS THEY TWISTED HIS SPINE TILL HE SAW HIS OWN FLESH HANGING IN STRIPS AND GREAT GOUTS OF BLOOD POURING DOWN FROM HIS ENTRAILS. 34 AND AT THE POINT OF DEATH HE SAID, 'WE, O MOST ABOMINABLE TYRANT, SUFFER THUS FOR OUR UPBRINGING AND OUR VIRTUE THAT ARE OF GOD; BUT THOU FOR THY IMPIETY AND THY CRUELTY SHALL ENDURE TORMENTS WITHOUT END.' 35 AND WHEN' THIS MAN HAD DIED WORTHILY OF HIS BROTHERS, THEY BROUGHT UP THE FOURTH, AND SAID TO HIM, 'BE NOT THOU ALSO MAD WITH THE SAME MADNESS AS THY BRETHREN, BUT OBEY THE KING AND SAVE THYSELF.' 36 BUT HE SAID UNTO THEM, 'FOR ME YE HAVE NO FIRE SO EXCEEDING HOT AS TO MAKE ME A COWARD. 37 BY THE BLESSED DEATH OF MY BRETHREN, BY THE ETERNAL DOOM OF THE TYRANT, AND BY THE GLORIOUS LIFE OF THE RIGHTEOUS, I WILL NOT DENY MY NOBLE BROTHERHOOD. 38 INVENT TORTURES, O TYRANT, IN ORDER THAT THOU MAYEST LEARN THEREBY THAT I AM BROTHER OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN ALREADY TORTURED.' 39 WHEN HE HEARD THIS THE BLOODTHIRSTY, MURDEROUS, AND UTTERLY ABOMINABLE ANTIOCHUS BADE THEM CUT OUT HIS TONGUE. 40 BUT HE SAID, 'EVEN IF THOU DOST REMOVE MY ORGAN OF SPEECH, GOD IS A HEARER ALSO OF THE SPEECHLESS. 41 LO, I PUT OUT MY TONGUE READY: CUT IT OUT, FOR THOU SHALT NOT THEREBY SILENCE MY REASON. 42 GLADLY DO WE GIVE OUR BODILY MEMBERS TO BE MUTILATED FOR THE CAUSE OF GOD. 43 BUT GOD WILL SPEEDILY PURSUE AFTER THEE; FOR THOU CUTTEST OUT THE TONGUE THAT SANG SONGS OF PRAISE UNTO HIM.' 44 BUT WHEN THIS MAN ALSO WAS PUT TO A DEATH OF AGONY WITH THE TORTURES, THE FIFTH SPRANG FORWARD SAYING, 'I SHRINK NOT, O TYRANT, FROM DEMANDING THE TORTURE FOR VIRTUE'S SAKE. 45 YEA, OF MYSELF I COME FORWARD, IN ORDER THAT, SLAYING ME ALSO, THOU MAYEST BY YET MORE MISDEEDS INCREASE THE PENALTY THOU OWEST TO THE JUSTICE OF HEAVEN. 46 O ENEMY OF VIRTUE AND ENEMY OF MAN, FOR WHAT [SEXUAL] CRIME DOST THOU DESTROY US IN THIS WAY? 47 DOTH IT, SEEM EVIL TO THEE THAT WE WORSHIP THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL AND LIVE ACCORDING TO HIS VIRTUOUS [SEXLESS] LAW? 48 BUT THESE THINGS ARE WORTHY OF HONOURS NOT OF TORTURES, IF THOU DIDST UNDERSTAND HUMAN ASPIRATIONS AND HADST HOPE OF SALVATION BEFORE GOD. 49 LO, NOW THOU ART GOD'S ENEMY AND MAKEST WAR ON THOSE THAT WORSHIP GOD.' 50 AS HE SPAKE THUS THE GUARDS BOUND HIM AND BROUGHT HIM BEFORE THE CATAPULT; AND THEY TIED HIM THERETO ON HIS KNEES, AND, FASTENING THEM THERE WITH IRON CLAMPS, THEY WRENCHED HIS LOINS OVER THE ROLLING 'WEDGE' SO THAT HE WAS COMPLETELY CURLED BACK LIKE A SCORPION AND EVERY JOINT WAS DISJOINTED. 51 AND THUS IN GRIEVOUS STRAIT FOR BREATH AND ANGUISH OF BODY HE EXCLAIMED, 'GLORIOUS, O TYRANT, GLORIOUS AGAINST THY WILL ARE THE BOONS THAT THOU BESTOWEST ON ME, ENABLING ME TO SHOW MY FIDELITY TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW THROUGH YET MORE HONOURABLE TORTURES.' 52 AND WHEN THIS MAN ALSO WAS DEAD, THE SIXTH WAS BROUGHT, A MERE BOY, WHO IN ANSWER TO THE TYRANT'S INQUIRY WHETHER HE WAS WILLING TO EAT AND BE RELEASED, SAID: 53 'I AM NOT SO OLD IN YEARS AS MY BRETHREN, BUT I AM AS OLD IN MIND. FOR WE WERE BORN AND REARED FOR THE SAME [SEXLESS] PURPOSE AND ARE EQUALLY BOUND ALSO TO DIE FOR THE SAME CAUSE; SO, IF THOU CHOOSETH TO TORTURE US FOR NOT EATING UNCLEAN MEAT, TORTURE.' 54 AS HE SPAKE THESE WORDS THEY BROUGHT HIM TO THE WHEEL, AND WITH CARE THEY STRETCHED HIM OUT AND DISLOCATED THE BONES OF HIS BACK AND SET FIRE UNDER HIM. 55 AND THEY MADE SHARP SKEWERS RED-HOT AND RAN THEM INTO HIS BACK, AND PIERCING THROUGH HIS SIDES THEY BURNED AWAY HIS ENTRAILS ALSO. 56 BUT HE IN THE MIDST OF HIS TORTURES EXCLAIMED, 'O CONTEST WORTHY OF SAINTS, WHEREIN SO MANY OF US BRETHREN, IN THE CAUSE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, HAVE BEEN ENTERED FOR A COMPETITION IN TORMENTS, AND HAVE NOT BEEN CONQUERED! 57 FOR THE RIGHTEOUS UNDERSTANDING, O TYRANT, IS UNCONQUERABLE. 58 IN THE ARMOUR OF VIRTUE I GO TO JOIN MY BROTHERS IN DEATH, AND TO ADD IN MYSELF ONE STRONG AVENGER MORE TO PUNISH THEE, O DEVISER OF THE TORTURES AND ENEMY OF THE TRULY RIGHTEOUS. 59 WE SIX YOUTHS HAVE OVERTHROWN THY TYRANNY. 'FOR IS NOT THINE IMPOTENCE TO ALTER OUR REASON OR FORCE US TO EAT UNCLEAN MEAT AN OVERTHROW FOR THEE? 60 THY FIRE IS COOL FOR US, THY ENGINES OF TORTURE TORMENT NOT, AND THY VIOLENCE IS IMPOTENT. 61 FOR THE GUARDS HAVE BEEN OFFICERS FOR US, NOT OF A TYRANT, BUT OF THE DIVINE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND THEREFORE, HAVE WE OUR REASON YET UNCONQUERED.'
CHAPTER 6
BROTHERLY [SEXLESS] BONDS AND A MOTHER'S [SEXLESS] LOVE.
1 AND WHEN THIS ONE ALSO DIED A BLESSED DEATH, BEING CAST INTO THE CAULDRON, THE SEVENTH SON, THE YOUNGEST OF THEM ALL, CAME FORWARD. 2 BUT THE TYRANT, ALTHOUGH FIERCELY EXASPERATED BY HIS BRETHREN, FELT PITY FOR THE BOY, AND SEEING HIM THERE ALREADY BOUND HE HAD HIM BROUGHT NEAR, AND SOUGHT TO PERSUADE HIM, SAYING: 'THOU SEEST THE END OF THE FOLLY OF THY BRETHREN; FOR THROUGH THEIR DISOBEDIENCE THEY HAVE BEEN RACKED TO DEATH. THOU, TOO, IF THOU DOST NOT OBEY, WILT THYSELF ALSO BE MISERABLY TORTURED AND PUT TO DEATH BEFORE THY TIME; BUT IF THOU DOST OBEY THOU SHALT BE MY FRIEND, AND THOU SHALT BE ADVANCED TO HIGH OFFICE IN THE BUSINESS OF THE KINGDOM.' 4 AND WHILE THUS APPEALING TO HIM HE SENT FOR THE BOY'S MOTHER, IN ORDER THAT IN HER SORROW FOR THE LOSS OF SO MANY SONS SHE MIGHT URGE THE SURVIVOR TO OBEY AND BE SAVED. 5 BUT THE MOTHER, SPEAKING IN THE HEBREW TONGUE, AS I SHALL TELL LATER ON, ENCOURAGED THE BOY, AND HE SAID TO THE GUARDS, 'LOOSE ME, THAT I MAY SPEAK TO THE KING AND TO ALL HIS FRIENDS WITH HIM.' 6 AND THEY, REJOICING AT THE BOY'S REQUEST, MADE HASTE, TO, LOOSE HIM. 7 AND RUNNING UP TO THE RED-HOT BRAZIER, 'O IMPIOUS TYRANT,' HE CRIED, 'AND MOST UNGODLY OF ALL [SEXUAL] SINNERS, ART THOU NOT ASHAMED TO TAKE THY BLESSINGS AND THY KINGSHIP AT THE HANDS OF GOD, AND TO SLAY HIS SERVANTS AND TORTURE THE FOLLOWERS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS? 8 FOR WHICH THINGS THE DIVINE JUSTICE DELIVERS THEE UNTO A MORE RAPID AND AN ETERNAL FIRE AND TORMENTS WHICH SHALL NOT LEAVE HOLD ON THEE TO ALL ETERNITY. 9 ART THOU NOT ASHAMED, BEING A MAN, O WRETCH WITH THE HEART OF A WILD BEAST, TO TAKE MEN OF LIKE FEELINGS WITH THYSELF, MADE FROM THE SAME ELEMENTS, AND TEAR OUT THEIR TONGUES, AND SCOURGE AND TORTURE THEM IN THIS MANNER? 10 BUT WHILE THEY HAVE FULFILLED THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS TOWARDS GOD IN THEIR NOBLE DEATHS, THOU SHALT MISERABLY CRY "WOE IS MET" FOR THY UNJUST SLAYING OF THE CHAMPIONS OF VIRTUE.' 11 AND THEN STANDING ON THE BRINK OF DEATH HE SAID, 'I AM NO RENEGADE TO THE WITNESS BORNE BY MY BRETHREN. 12 AND I CALL UPON THE GOD OF MY FATHERS TO BE MERCIFUL UNTO MY NATION. 13 AND THEE WILL HE PUNISH BOTH IN THIS PRESENT LIFE AND AFTER THAT THOU ART DEAD.' 14 AND WITH THIS PRAYER HE CAST HIMSELF INTO THE RED-HOT BRAZIER, AND SO GAVE UP THE GHOST. 15 IF THEREFORE THE SEVEN BRETHREN DESPISED THE TORTURES EVEN TO THE DEATH, IT IS UNIVERSALLY PROVED THAT THE INSPIRED REASON IS SUPREME LORD OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 16 FOR IF THEY HAD YIELDED TO THEIR [SEXUAL] PASSIONS OR SUFFERINGS AND EATEN UNCLEAN MEAT, WE SHOULD HAVE SAID THAT THEY HAD BEEN CONQUERED THEREBY. 17 BUT IN THIS CAM, IT WAS NOT SO; ON THE CONTRARY BY THEIR REASON, WHICH WAS COMMENDED IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, THEY ROSE SUPERIOR TO THEIR [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 18 AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DENY THE SUPREMACY OF THE MIND; FOR THEY WON THE VICTORY OVER THEIR [SEXUAL] PASSIONS AND THEIR PAINS. 19 HOW CAN WE DO OTHERWISE THAN ADMIT RIGHT REASON'S MASTERY OVER [SEXUAL] PASSION WITH THESE MEN WHO SHRANK NOT BEFORE THE AGONIES OF BURNING? 20 FOR EVEN AS TOWERS ON HARBOUR-MOLES REPULSE THE ASSAULTS OF THE WAVES AND OFFER A CALM ENTRANCE TO THOSE ENTERING THE HAVEN, SO THE SEVEN-TOWERED RIGHT REASON OF THE YOUTHS DEFENDED THE HAVEN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND REPULSED THE TEMPESTUOUSNESS OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 21 THEY FORMED A HOLY CHOIR OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AS THEY CHEERED ONE ANOTHER ON, SAYING: 22 'LET US DIE LIKE BROTHERS, O BRETHREN, FOR THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 23 LET US IMITATE THE THREE CHILDREN AT THE ASSYRIAN COURT WHO DESPISED THIS SAME ORDEAL OF THE FURNACE. 24 LET US NOT TURN CRAVENS BEFORE THE PROOF OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.' 25 AND ONE SAID, 'BROTHER, BE OF GOOD CHEER,' AND ANOTHER, 'BEAR IT OUT NOBLY'; AND ANOTHER RECALLING THE PAST, 'REMEMBER OF WHAT STOCK YE ARE, AND AT WHOSE FATHERLY HAND ISAAC FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE YIELDED HIMSELF TO BE A SACRIFICE.' 26 AND EACH AND ALL OF THEM TOGETHER, LOOKING AT EACH OTHER BRIGHTLY AND VERY BOLDLY, SAID, 'WITH A WHOLE HEART WILL WE CONSECRATE OURSELVES UNTO GOD WHO GAVE US OUR SOULS, AND LET US LEND OUR BODIES TO THE KEEPING OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 27 LET US NOT FEAR HIM WHO [SEXUALLY] THINKETH HE KILLS; FOR A GREAT STRUGGLE AND PERIL OF THE SOUL AWAITS IN ETERNAL TORMENT THOSE WHO TRANSGRESS THE ORDINANCE OF GOD. 28 LET US THEN ARM OURSELVES WITH DIVINE REASON'S MASTERY OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 29 AFTER THIS OUR [SEXLESS] PASSION, ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB SHALL RECEIVE US, AND ALL OUR FOREFATHERS SHALL PRAISE US.' 30 AND TO EACH SEPARATE ONE OF THE BROTHERS, AS THEY WERE DRAGGED OFF, THOSE WHOSE TURN WAS YET TO COME SAID, 'DO NOT DISGRACE US, BROTHER, NOR BE FALSE TO OUR BRETHREN ALREADY DEAD.' 31 YOU ARE NOT IGNORANT OF THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF BRETHREN, WHEREOF THE DIVINE AND ALL-WISE PROVIDENCE HAS GIVEN AN INHERITANCE TO THOSE WHO ARE BEGOTTEN THOUGH THEIR FATHERS, IMPLANTING IT IN THEM EVEN THROUGH THE MOTHER'S WOMB; WHEREIN BRETHREN DO DWELL THE LIKE PERIOD, AND TAKE THEIR FORM DURING THE SAME TIME, AND ARE NOURISHED FROM THE SAME BLOOD, AND ARE QUICKENED WITH THE SAME SOUL, AND ARE BROUGHT INTO THE WORLD AFTER THE SAME SPACE, AND THEY DRAW MILK FROM THE SAME FOUNTS, WHEREBY THEIR FRATERNAL SOULS ARE NURSED TOGETHER IN ARMS AT THE BREAST; AND THEY ARE KNIT YET CLOSER THROUGH A COMMON NURTURE AND DAILY COMPANIONSHIP AND OTHER EDUCATION, AND THROUGH OUR DISCIPLINE UNDER THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD. 32 THE FEELING OF BROTHERLY [SEXLESS] LOVE BEING THUS NATURALLY STRONG, THE SEVEN BRETHREN HAD THEIR MUTUAL CONCORD MADE YET STRONGER. FOR TRAINED IN THE SAME [SEXLESS] LAW, AND DISCIPLINED IN THE SAME VIRTUES, AND BROUGHT UP TOGETHER IN THE UPRIGHT LIFE, THEY [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ONE ANOTHER THE MORE ABUNDANTLY. THEIR COMMON ZEAL FOR MORAL BEAUTY AND GOODNESS HEIGHTENED THEIR MUTUAL CONCORD, FOR IN CONJUNCTION WITH THEIR PIETY IT RENDERED THEIR BROTHERLY [SEXLESS] LOVE MORE FERVENT. 33 BUT THOUGH [DIVINE] NATURE, COMPANIONSHIP, AND THEIR VIRTUOUS DISPOSITION INCREASED THE ARDOUR OF THEIR BROTHERLY [SEXLESS] LOVE, NEVERTHELESS THE SURVIVING SONS THROUGH THEIR RELIGION SUPPORTED THE SIGHT OF THEIR BRETHREN, WHO WERE ON THE RACK, BEING TORTURED TO DEATH; NAY MORE, THEY EVEN ENCOURAGED THEM TO FACE THE AGONY, SO AS NOT ONLY TO DESPISE THEIR OWN TORTURES, BUT ALSO TO CONQUER THEIR [SEXUAL] PASSION OF BROTHERLY [SEXUAL] AFFECTION FOR THEIR BRETHREN. 34 O REASONING MINDS, MORE-KINGLY THAN KINGS, THEN FREEMEN MORE-FREE, OF THE HARMONY OF THE SEVEN BRETHREN, HOLY AND WELL ATTUNED TO THE KEYNOTE OF PIETY! 35 NONE OF THE SEVEN YOUTHS TURNED COWARD, NONE SHRUNK IN THE FACE OF DEATH, BUT ALL HASTENED TO THE DEATH BY TORTURE AS IF RUNNING THE ROAD TO IMMORTALITY. 36 FOR AS HANDS AND FEET MOVE IN HARMONY WITH THE PROMPTINGS OF THE SOUL, SO THOSE HOLY YOUTHS, AS IF PROMPTED BY THE IMMORTAL SOUL OF RELIGION, WENT IN HARMONY TO DEATH FOR ITS SAKE. 37 O ALL-HOLY SEVENFOLD COMPANIONSHIP OF BRETHREN IN HARMONY! 38 FOR AS THE SEVEN DAYS OF THE CREATION OF THE WORLD DO ENRING RELIGION, SO DID THE YOUTHS, CHOIR-LIKE ENRING THEIR SEVENFOLD COMPANIONSHIP, AND MADE THE TERROR OF THE TORTURES OF NO ACCOUNT. 39 WE NOW SHUDDER WHEN WE HEAR OF THE SUFFERING OF THOSE YOUTHS; BUT THEY, NOT ONLY SEEING IT WITH THEIR EYES, NOR MERELY HEARING THE SPOKEN, IMMINENT THREAT, BUT ACTUALLY FEELING THE PANG, ENDURED IT THROUGH; AND THAT IN THE TORTURE BY FIRE, THEN WHICH WHAT GREATER AGONY CAN BE FOUND? 40 FOR SHARP AND STRINGENT IS THE POWER OF FIRE, AND SWIFTLY DID IT BRING THEIR BODIES TO DISSOLUTION. 41 AND [SEXUALLY] THINK IT NOT WONDERFUL IF WITH THOSE MEN REASON TRIUMPHED OVER THE TORTURES, WHEN EVEN A WOMAN'S SOUL DESPISED A YET GREATER DIVERSITY OF PAINS; FOR THE MOTHER OF THE SEVEN YOUTHS ENDURED THE TORMENTS INFLICTED ON EACH SEVERAL ONE OF HER CHILDREN. 42 BUT CONSIDER HOW MANIFOLD ARE THE YEARNINGS OF A MOTHER'S HEART, SO THAT HER FEELING FOR HER OFFSPRING BECOMES THE CENTRE OF HER WHOLE WORLD; AND INDEED, HERE, EVEN THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS HAVE FOR THEIR YOUNG A [SEXLESS] AFFECTION AND [SEXLESS] LOVE SIMILAR TO MEN'S. 43 FOR EXAMPLE, AMONG THE BIRDS, THE TAME ONES SHELTERING UNDER OUR ROOFS DEFEND THEIR NESTLINGS; AND THOSE THAT NEST UPON THE MOUNTAIN TOPS, AND IN THE ROCK CLEFTS, AND IN THE HOLES OF TREES, AND IN THE BRANCHES, AND HATCH THEIR YOUNG THERE, DO ALSO DRIVE AWAY THE INTRUDER. 44 AND THEN, IF THEY BE UNABLE TO DRIVE HIM AWAY, THEY FLUTTER AROUND THE NESTLINGS IN A [SEXLESS] PASSION OF [SEXLESS] LOVE, CALLING TO THEM IN THEIR OWN SPEECH, AND THEY GIVE SUCCOUR TO THEIR YOUNG ONES IN WHATEVER FASHION THEY CAN. 45 AND WHAT NEED HAVE WE OF EXAMPLES OF THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF OFFSPRING AMONG IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, WHEN EVEN THE BEES, ABOUT THE SEASON OF THE MAKING OF THE COMB, FEND OFF INTRUDERS, AND STAB WITH THEIR STING, AS WITH A SWORD, THOSE WHO APPROACH THEIR BROOD, AND DO BATTLE AGAINST THEM EVEN TO THE DEATH? 46 BUT SHE, THE MOTHER OF THOSE YOUNG MEN, WITH A SOUL LIKE ABRAHAM, WAS NOT MOVED FROM HER [SEXLESS] PURPOSE BY HER [SEXLESS] AFFECTION FOR HER CHILDREN. 
CHAPTER 7
A COMPARISON OF A MOTHER'S AND FATHER'S [SEXLESS] AFFECTIONS, IN THIS CHAPTER ARE SOME MOUNTAIN PEAKS OF ELOQUENCE.
1 REASON OF THE SONS, LORD OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS! O RELIGION, THAT WAST DEARER TO THE MOTHER THAN HER CHILDREN! 2 THE MOTHER, HAVING TWO CHOICES BEFORE HER, RELIGION AND THE PRESENT SAVING ALIVE OF HER SEVEN SONS ACCORDING TO THE TYRANT'S PROMISE, [SEXLESSLY] LOVED RATHER RELIGION, WHICH SAVETH UNTO ETERNAL LIFE ACCORDING TO GOD. 3 O HOW MAY I EXPRESS THE [SEXLESS] PASSIONATE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF PARENTS FOR CHILDREN? WE STAMP A MARVELOUS LIKENESS OF OUR SOUL AND OF OUR SHAPE ON THE TENDER [SEXLESS] NATURE OF THE CHILD, AND MOST OF ALL THROUGH THE MOTHER'S SYMPATHY WITH HER CHILDREN BEING DEEPER THAN THE FATHER'S. 4 FOR WOMEN ARE SOFTER OF SOUL THAN MEN, AND THE MORE CHILDREN THEY BEAR THE MORE DO THEY ABOUND IN [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR THEM. 5 BUT, OF ALL MOTHERS, SHE OF THE SEVEN SONS ABOUNDED IN [SEXLESS] LOVE BEYOND THE REST, SEEING THAT, HAVING IN SEVEN CHILD-BEARINGS FELT MATERNAL TENDERNESS FOR THE FRUIT OF HER WOMB, AND HAVING BEEN CONSTRAINED BECAUSE OF THE MANY PANGS IN WHICH SHE BORE EACH TO A CLOSE [SEXLESS] AFFECTION, SHE NEVERTHELESS THROUGH THE FEAR OF GOD REJECTED THE PRESENT SAFETY OF HER CHILDREN. 6 AY, AND MORE THAN THAT, THROUGH THE MORAL BEAUTY AND GOODNESS OF HER SONS AND THEIR OBEDIENCE TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW, HER MATERNAL [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR THEM WAS MADE STRONGER. 7 FOR THEY WERE JUST, AND TEMPERATE, AND BRAVE AND GREAT-SOULED, AND [SEXLESS] LOVERS OF EACH OTHER AND OF THEIR MOTHER IN SUCH MANNER THAT THEY OBEYED HER IN THE KEEPING OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW EVEN UNTO DEATH. 8 BUT NEVERTHELESS, THOUGH SHE HAD SO MANY TEMPTATIONS TO YIELD TO HER MATERNAL INSTINCTS, IN NO SINGLE INSTANCE DID THE DREADFUL VARIETY OF TORTURES HAVE POWER TO ALTER HER REASON; BUT THE MOTHER URGED EACH SON SEPARATELY, AND ALL TOGETHER, TO DIE FOR THEIR RELIGION. 9 O HOLY [DIVINE] NATURE, AND PARENTAL [SEXLESS] LOVE, AND YEARNING OF PARENTS FOR OFFSPRING, AND WAGES OF NURSING, AND UNCONQUERABLE [SEXLESS] AFFECTION OF MOTHERS! 10 THE MOTHER, SEEING THEM ONE BY ONE RACKED AND BURNED, REMAINED UNSHAKEN IN SOUL FOR RELIGION'S SAKE. 11 SHE SAW THE FLESH OF HER SONS BEING CONSUMED IN THE FIRE, AND THE EXTREMITIES OF THEIR HANDS AND FEET SCATTERED ON THE GROUND, AND THE FLESH-COVERING, TORN OFF FROM THEIR HEADS RIGHT TO THEIR CHEEKS, STREWN ABOUT LIKE MASKS. 12 O MOTHER, WHO NOW KNEW SHARPER PANGS THAN THE PANGS OF LABOUR! O WOMAN, ALONE AMONG WOMEN, THE FRUIT OF WHOSE WOMB WAS PERFECT RELIGION! 13 THY FIRSTBORN, GIVING UP THE GHOST, DID NOT ALTER THY RESOLUTION, NOR THY SECOND, LOOKING WITH EYES OF PITY ON THEE UNDER HIS TORTURES, NOR THY THIRD, BREATHING OUT HIS SPIRIT. 14 NEITHER DIDST THOU WEEP WHEN THOU BEHELDEST THE EYES OF EACH AMID THE TORMENTS LOOKING BOLDLY ON THE SAME ANGUISH, AND SAWEST IN THEIR QUIVERING NOSTRILS THE SIGNS OF APPROACHING DEATH. 15 WHEN THOU SAWEST THE FLESH OF ONE SON BEING SEVERED AFTER THE FLESH OF ANOTHER, AND HAND AFTER HAND BEING CUT OFF, AND HEAD AFTER HEAD BEING FLAYED, AND CORPSE CAST UPON CORPSE, AND THE PLACE CROWDED WITH SPECTATORS ON ACCOUNT OF THE TORTURES OF THY CHILDREN, THOU SHEDDEST NOT A TEAR. 16 NOT THE MELODIES OF THE SIRENS NOR THE SONGS OF SWANS WITH SWEET SOUND DO SO [SEXLESSLY] CHARM THE HEARER'S EARS, AS SOUNDED THE VOICES OF THE SONS, SPEAKING TO THE MOTHER FROM AMID THE TORMENTS. 17 HOW MANY AND HOW GREAT WERE THE TORTURES WITH WHICH THE MOTHER WAS TORMENTED WHILE HER SONS WERE BEING TORTURED WITH TORMENTS OF RACK AND FIRE! 18 BUT INSPIRED REASON LENT HER HEART A MAN'S STRENGTH UNDER HER [SEXLESS] PASSION OF SUFFERING, AND EXALTED HER TO MAKE NO ACCOUNT OF THE PRESENT YEARNINGS OF MOTHER- [SEXLESS] LOVE. 19 AND ALTHOUGH SHE SAW THE DESTRUCTION OF HER SEVEN CHILDREN AND THE MANY AND VARIED FORMS OF THEIR TORMENTS, THE NOBLE MOTHER WILLINGLY SURRENDERED THEM THROUGH FAITH IN GOD. 20 FOR SHE BEHELD IN HER OWN MIND, EVEN AS IT HAD BEEN [SEXLESS] CUNNING ADVOCATES IN A COUNCIL-CHAMBER, [DIVINE] NATURE, AND PARENTHOOD, AND MOTHER-[SEXLESS] LOVE, AND HER CHILDREN ON THE RACK, AND IT WAS AS IF SHE, THE MOTHER, HAVING THE CHOICE BETWEEN TWO VOTES IN THE CASE OF HER CHILDREN, ONE FOR THEIR DEATH AND ONE TO SAVE THEM ALIVE, THEREUPON REGARDED NOT THE SAVING OF HER SEVEN SONS FOR A LITTLE TIME, BUT, AS A TRUE DAUGHTER OF ABRAHAM, CALLED TO MIND HIS GOD-FEARING COURAGE. 21 O MOTHER OF THE RACE, VINDICATOR OF OUR [SEXLESS] LAW, DEFENDER OF OUR RELIGION, AND WINNER OF THE PRIZE IN THE STRUGGLE WITHIN THYSELF! 22 O WOMAN, NOBLER TO RESIST THAN MEN, AND BRAVER THAN WARRIORS TO ENDURE! 23 FOR AS THE ARK OF NOAH, WITH THE WHOLE LIVING WORLD FOR HER BURDEN IN THE WORLD-WHELMING DELUGE, DID WITHSTAND THE MIGHTY SURGES, SO THOU, THE KEEPER OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BEATEN UPON EVERY SIDE BY THE SURGING WAVES OF THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, AND STRAINED AS WITH STRONG BLASTS BY THE TORTURES OF THY SONS, DIDST NOBLY WEATHER THE STORMS THAT ASSAILED THEE FOR RELIGION'S SAKE. 24 THUS THEN, IF ONE BOTH A WOMAN AND ADVANCED IN YEARS, AND THE MOTHER OF SEVEN SONS, ENDURED THE SIGHT OF HER CHILDREN BEING TORTURED TO DEATH, THE INSPIRED REASON MUST CONFESSEDLY BE SUPREME RULER OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. 25 I HAVE PROVED, ACCORDINGLY, THAT NOT ONLY HAVE MEN TRIUMPHED OVER THEIR SUFFERINGS, BUT THAT A WOMAN ALSO HAS DESPISED THE MOST DREADFUL TORTURES. 26 AND NOT SO FIERCE WERE THE LIONS AROUND DANIEL, NOT SO HOT WAS THE BURNING FIERY FURNACE OF MISHAEL, AS BURNED IN HER THE INSTINCT OF MOTHERHOOD AT THE SIGHT OF HER SEVEN SONS BEING TORTURED. 27 BUT BY HER RELIGION-GUIDED REASON THE MOTHER QUENCHED HER [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, MANY AND STRONG AS THEY WERE. 28 FOR THERE IS THIS ALSO TO CONSIDER, THAT HAD THE WOMAN BEEN WEAK OF SPIRIT, DESPITE HER MOTHERHOOD, SHE MIGHT HAVE WEPT OVER THEM, AND PERCHANCE SPOKEN THUS: 29 'AH, THRICE WRETCHED ME, AND MORE THAN THRICE WRETCHED! SEVEN CHILDREN HAVE I BORNE AND AM LEFT CHILDLESS! 30 IN VAIN WAS I SEVEN TIMES WITH CHILD, AND TO NO PROFIT WAS MY TEN MONTHS' BURDEN SEVEN TIMES BORNE, AND FRUITLESS HAVE BEEN MY NURSINGS, AND SORROWFUL MY SUCKLINGS. 31 IN VAIN FOR YOU, O MY SONS, DID I ENDURE THE MANY PANGS OF LABOUR, AND THE MORE DIFFICULT CARES OF YOUR UPBRINGING. 32 ALAS, FOR MY SONS, THAT SOME WERE YET UNWED, AND THOSE THAT WERE WEDDED HAD BEGOTTEN NO CHILDREN; I SHALL NEVER SEE CHILDREN OF YOURS, NOR SHALL I BE CALLED BY THE NAME OF GRANDPARENT. 33 AH ME, THAT HAD MANY BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN, AND AM A WIDOW AND DESOLATE IN MY WOE! NEITHER WILL THERE BE ANY SON TO BURY ME WHEN I AM DEAD!' 34 BUT THE HOLY AND GOD-FEARING MOTHER WAILED NOT WITH THIS LAMENTATION OVER ANY ONE OF THEM, NEITHER BESOUGHT SHE ANY TO ESCAPE DEATH, NOR LAMENTED OVER THEM AS DYING MEN; BUT, AS THOUGH SHE HAD A SOUL OF ADAMANT AND WERE BRINGING FORTH THE NUMBER OF HER SONS, FOR A SECOND TIME, INTO IMMORTAL LIFE, SHE BESOUGHT RATHER AND ENTREATED OF THEM THAT THEY SHOULD DIE FOR RELIGION'S SAKE. 35 O MOTHER, WARRIOR OF GOD IN THE CAUSE OF RELIGION, OLD AND A WOMAN, THOU DIDST BOTH DEFEAT THE TYRANT BY THY ENDURANCE, AND WAST FOUND STRONGER THAN A MAN, IN [SEXLESS] DEEDS AS WELL AS [SEXLESS] WORDS. 36 FOR VERILY WHEN THOU WAST PUT IN BONDS WITH THY SONS, THOU STOODEST THERE SEEING ELEAZAR BEING TORTURED, AND THOU SPAKEST TO THY SONS IN THE HEBREW TONGUE: 37 'MY SONS, NOBLE IS THE FIGHT; AND DO YE, BEING CALLED THERETO TO BEAR WITNESS FOR OUR NATION, FIGHT THEREIN ZEALOUSLY ON BEHALF OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF OUR FATHERS. 38 FOR IT WOULD BE SHAMEFUL IF, WHILE THIS AGED MAN ENDURED THE AGONY FOR RELIGION'S SAKE, YOU THAT ARE YOUNG MEN SHRANK BEFORE THE PAIN. 39 REMEMBER THAT FOR THE SAKE OF GOD YE HAVE COME INTO THE WORLD, AND HAVE ENJOYED LIFE, AND THAT THEREFORE YE OWE IT TO GOD TO ENDURE ALL PAIN FOR HIS SAKE; FOR WHOM ALSO OUR FATHER ABRAHAM MADE HASTE TO SACRIFICE HIS SON ISAAC, THE ANCESTOR OF OUR NATION; AND ISAAC, SEEING HIS FATHER'S HAND LIFTING THE KNIFE AGAINST HIM, DID NOT SHRINK. 40 AND DANIEL, THE JUST MAN, WAS CAST TO THE LIONS, AND ANANIAS, AZARIAS, AND MISHAEL WERE FLUNG INTO THE FURNACE OF FIRE, AND THEY ENDURED FOR GOD'S SAKE. 41 AND YE ALSO, HAVING THE SAME FAITH UNTO GOD, BE NOT TROUBLED; FOR IT WERE AGAINST REASON THAT YE, KNOWING RIGHTEOUSNESS, SHOULD NOT WITHSTAND THE PAINS.' 42 WITH THESE WORDS THE MOTHER OF THE SEVEN ENCOURAGED EVERY SINGLE ONE OF HER SONS TO DIE RATHER THAN TRANSGRESS THE ORDINANCE OF GOD; THEY THEMSELVES ALSO KNOWING WELL THAT MEN DYING FOR GOD LIVE UNTO GOD, AS LIVE ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND ALL THE PATRIARCHS. 
CHAPTER 8
THE FAMOUS "ATHLETES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS." HERE ENDS THE STORY OF COURAGE CALLED THE FOURTH BOOK OF MACCABEES.
1 SOME OF THE GUARDS DECLARED THAT WHEN SHE ALSO WAS ABOUT TO BE SEIZED AND PUT TO DEATH, SHE CAST HERSELF ON THE PYRE IN ORDER THAT NO MAN MIGHT TOUCH HER BODY. 2 O MOTHER, THAT TOGETHER WITH THY SEVEN SONS DIDST BREAK THE TYRANT'S FORCE, AND BRING TO NOUGHT HIS EVIL [SEXUAL] DEVICES, AND GAVEST AN EXAMPLE OF THE NOBLENESS OF FAITH. 3 THOU WERT NOBLY SET AS A ROOF UPON THY SONS AS PILLARS, AND THE EARTHQUAKE OF THE TORMENTS SHOOK THEE NOT AT ALL. 4 REJOICE THEREFORE, PURE-SOULED MOTHER, HAVING THE HOPE OF THY ENDURANCE CERTAIN AT THE HAND OF GOD. 5 NOT SO MAJESTIC STANDS THE MOON AMID THE STARS IN HEAVEN AS THOU, HAVING LIT THE PATH OF THY SEVEN STARLIKE SONS UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS, STANDEST IN HONOUR WITH GOD; AND THOU ART SET IN HEAVEN WITH THEM. 6 FOR THY CHILD-BEARING WAS FROM THE SON OF ABRAHAM. 7 AND HAD IT BEEN [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR US TO PAINT, AS MIGHT SOME ARTIST, THE TALE OF THY PIETY, WOULD NOT THE SPECTATORS HAVE SHUDDERED AT THE MOTHER OF SEVEN SONS SUFFERING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE MULTITUDINOUS TORTURES EVEN UNTO DEATH? 8 AND INDEED IT WERE FITTING TO INSCRIBE THESE WORDS OVER THEIR RESTING-PLACE, SPEAKING FOR A MEMORIAL TO FUTURE GENERATIONS OF OUR PEOPLE: 
HERE LIE AN AGED PRIEST AND A WOMAN FULL OF YEARS AND HER SEVEN SONS THROUGH THE VIOLENCE OF A TYRANT DESIRING TO DESTROY THE HEBREW NATION.
THEY VINDICATED THE RIGHTS OF OUR PEOPLE LOOKING UNTO GOD AND ENDURING
THE TORMENTS EVEN UNTO DEATH.
9 FOR TRULY IT WAS A HOLY WAR WHICH WAS FOUGHT BY THEM. FOR ON THAT DAY VIRTUE, PROVING THEM THROUGH ENDURANCE, SET BEFORE THEM THE PRIZE OF VICTORY IN [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION IN EVERLASTING LIFE. 10 BUT THE FIRST IN THE FIGHT WAS ELEAZAR, AND THE MOTHER OF THE SEVEN SONS PLAYED HER PART, AND THE BRETHREN FOUGHT. 11 THE TYRANT WAS THEIR ADVERSARY AND THE WORLD AND THE LIFE OF MAN WERE THE SPECTATORS. 12 AND RIGHTEOUSNESS WON THE VICTOR AND GAVE THE CROWN TO HER ATHLETES. WHO BUT WONDERED AT THE ATHLETES OF THE TRUE [SEXLESS] LAW? 13 WHO WERE NOT AMAZED AT THEM? THE TYRANT HIMSELF AND HIS WHOLE COUNCIL ADMIRED THEIR ENDURANCE, WHEREBY THEY NOW DO BOTH STAND BESIDE THE THRONE OF GOD AND LIVE THE BLESSED AGE. 14 FOR MOSES SAYS, 'ALL ALSO WHO HAVE SANCTIFIED THEMSELVES ARE UNDER THY HANDS.' 15 AND THESE MEN, THEREFORE, HAVING SANCTIFIED THEMSELVES FOR GOD'S SAKE, NOT ONLY HAVE RECEIVED THIS HONOUR, BUT ALSO THE HONOUR THAT THROUGH THEM THE ENEMY HAD NO MORE POWER OVER OUR PEOPLE, AND THE TYRANT SUFFERED PUNISHMENT, AND OUR COUNTRY WAS PURIFIED, THEY HAVING AS IT WERE BECOME A RANSOM FOR OUR NATION'S [SEXUAL] SIN; AND THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THESE RIGHTEOUS MEN AND THE PROPITIATION OF THEIR DEATH, THE DIVINE PROVIDENCE DELIVERED ISRAEL THAT BEFORE WAS EVIL ENTREATED. 16 FOR WHEN THE TYRANT ANTIOCHUS SAW THE HEROISM OF THEIR VIRTUE, AND THEIR ENDURANCE UNDER THE TORTURES, HE PUBLICLY HELD UP THEIR ENDURANCE TO HIS SOLDIERS AS AN EXAMPLE; AND HE THUS INSPIRED HIS MEN WITH A SENSE OF HONOUR AND HEROISM ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE AND IN THE LABOURS OF BESIEGING, SO THAT HE PLUNDERED AND OVERTHREW ALL HIS ENEMIES. 17 O ISRAELITES, CHILDREN BORN OF THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, OBEY THIS [SEXLESS] LAW, AND BE RIGHTEOUS IN ALL WAYS, RECOGNIZING THAT INSPIRED REASON IS LORD OVER THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, AND OVER [SEXUAL] PAINS, NOT ONLY FROM WITHIN, BUT FROM WITHOUT OURSELVES; BY WHICH MEANS THOSE MEN, DELIVERING UP THEIR BODIES TO THE TORTURE FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, NOT ONLY WON THE ADMIRATION OF MANKIND, BUT WERE DEEMED WORTHY OF A DIVINE INHERITANCE. 18 AND THROUGH THEM THE NATION OBTAINED PEACE AND RESTORING THE OBSERVANCE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW IN OUR COUNTRY HATH CAPTURED THE CITY FROM THE ENEMY. 19 AND VENGEANCE HATH PURSUED THE TYRANT ANTIOCHUS UPON EARTH, AND IN DEATH HE SUFFERS PUNISHMENT. 20 FOR WHEN HE FAILED UTTERLY TO CONSTRAIN THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM TO LIVE LIKE GENTILES AND ABANDON THE CUSTOMS OF OUR FATHERS, HE THEREUPON LEFT JERUSALEM AND MARCHED AWAY AGAINST THE PERSIANS. 21 NOW THESE ARE THE WORDS THAT THE MOTHER OF THE SEVEN SONS, THE RIGHTEOUS WOMAN, SPAKE TO HER CHILDREN: 22 'I WAS A PURE MAIDEN, AND I STRAYED NOT FROM MY FATHER'S HOUSE, AND I KEPT GUARD OVER THE RIB THAT WAS BUILDED INTO EVE. 23 NO SEDUCER OF THE DESERT, NO DECEIVER IN THE FIELD, [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED ME; NOR DID THE FALSE, BEGUILING SERPENT SULLY THE PURITY OF MY MAIDENHOOD; I LIVED WITH MY HUSBAND ALL THE DAYS OF MY YOUTH; BUT WHEN THESE MY SONS WERE GROWN UP, THEIR FATHER DIED. 24 HAPPY WAS HE; FOR HE LIVED A LIFE BLESSED WITH CHILDREN, AND HE NEVER KNEW THE PAIN OF THEIR LOSS. 25 WHO, WHILE HE WAS YET WITH US, TAUGHT YOU THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE PROPHETS. HE READ TO US OF ABEL WHO WAS SLAIN BY CAIN, AND OF ISAAC WHO WAS OFFERED AS A BURNT-OFFERING, AND OF JOSEPH IN THE PRISON. 26 AND HE SPAKE TO US OF PHINEAS, THE ZEALOUS PRIEST, AND HE TAUGHT YOU THE SONG OF ANANIAS, AZARIAS, AND MISHAEL IN THE FIRE. 27 AND HE GLORIFIED ALSO DANIEL IN THE DEN OF LIONS, AND BLESSED HIM; AND HE CALLED TO YOUR MINDS THE SAYING OF ISAIAH, 28 "YEA EVEN THOUGH THOU PASS THROUGH THE FIRE, THE FLAME SHALL NOT HURT THEE." 29 HE SANG TO US THE WORDS OF DAVID THE PSALMIST, "MANY ARE THE AFFLICTIONS OF THE JUST." 30 HE QUOTED TO US THE PROVERB OF SOLOMON, "HE IS A TREE OF LIFE TO ALL THEM THAT DO HIS WILL." 31 HE CONFIRMED THE WORDS OF EZEKIEL, "SHALL THESE DRY BONES LIVE?" FOR HE FORGAT NOT THE SONG THAT MOSES TAUGHT, WHICH TEACHES, "I WILL SLAY AND I WILL MAKE ALIVE. THIS IS YOUR LIFE AND THE BLESSEDNESS OF YOUR DAYS."' 32 AH, CRUEL WAS THE DAY, AND YET NOT CRUEL, WHEN THE CRUEL TYRANT OF THE GREEKS SET THE FIRE BLAZING FOR HIS BARBAROUS BRAZIERS, AND WITH HIS [SEXUAL] PASSIONS BOILING BROUGHT TO THE CATAPULT AND BACK AGAIN TO HIS TORTURES THE SEVEN SONS OF THE DAUGHTER OF ABRAHAM, AND BLINDED THE EYEBALLS OF THEIR EYES, AND CUT OUT THEIR TONGUES, AND SLEW THEM WITH MANY KINDS OF TORMENT. 33 FOR WHICH CAUSE THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD PURSUED, AND SHALL PURSUE, THE ACCURSED WRETCH. 34 BUT THE SONS OF ABRAHAM, WITH THEIR VICTORIOUS MOTHER, ARE GATHERED TOGETHER UNTO THE PLACE OF THEIR ANCESTORS, HAVING RECEIVED PURE AND IMMORTAL SOULS FROM GOD, TO WHOM BE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER.
THE PASSION OF PERPETUA AND FELICITY
THE PASSION OF THE HOLY MARTYRS PERPETUA AND FELICITAS
PREFACE [1]
IF ANCIENT ILLUSTRATIONS OF FAITH WHICH BOTH TESTIFY TO GOD'S GRACE AND TEND TO MAN'S EDIFICATION ARE COLLECTED IN WRITING, SO THAT BY THE PERUSAL OF THEM, AS IF BY THE REPRODUCTION OF THE FACTS, AS WELL GOD MAY BE HONOURED, AS MAN MAY BE STRENGTHENED, WHY SHOULD NOT NEW INSTANCES BE ALSO COLLECTED, THAT SHALL BE EQUALLY SUITABLE FOR BOTH PURPOSES, IF ONLY ON THE GROUND THAT THESE MODERN EXAMPLES WILL ONE DAY BECOME ANCIENT AND AVAILABLE FOR POSTERITY, ALTHOUGH IN THEIR PRESENT TIME THEY ARE ESTEEMED OF LESS AUTHORITY, BY REASON OF THE PRESUMED VENERATION FOR ANTIQUITY? BUT LET MEN LOOK TO IT, IF THEY JUDGE THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] TO BE ONE, ACCORDING TO THE TIMES AND SEASONS, SINCE SOME THINGS OF LATER DATE MUST BE ESTEEMED OF MORE ACCOUNT AS BEING NEARER TO THE VERY LAST TIMES, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE EXUBERANCE OF GRACE MANIFESTED TO THE FINAL PERIODS DETERMINED FOR THE WORLD. FOR "IN THE LAST DAYS, SAITH THE LORD, I WILL POUR OUT OF MY SPIRIT UPON ALL FLESH, AND THEIR SONS AND THEIR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY. AND UPON MY SERVANTS AND MY HANDMAIDENS WILL I POUR OUT OF MY SPIRIT, AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS." [2] AND THUS WE, WHO BOTH ACKNOWLEDGE AND REVERENCE, EVEN AS WE DO THE PROPHECIES, MODERN VISIONS AS EQUALLY PROMISED TO US, AND CONSIDER THE OTHER POWERS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] AS AN AGENCY OF THE CHURCH FOR WHICH ALSO HE WAS SENT, ADMINISTERING ALL GIFTS IN ALL, EVEN AS THE LORD DISTRIBUTED TO EVERY ONE [3] AS WELL NEEDFULLY COLLECT THEM IN WRITING, AS COMMEMORATE THEM IN READING TO GOD'S GLORY, THAT SO NO WEAKNESS OR DESPONDENCY OF FAITH MAY SUPPOSE THAT THE DIVINE GRACE ABODE ONLY AMONG THE ANCIENTS, WHETHER IN RESPECT OF THE CONDESCENSION THAT RAISED UP MARTYRS, OR THAT GAVE REVELATIONS, SINCE GOD ALWAYS CARRIES INTO EFFECT WHAT HE HAS PROMISED, FOR A TESTIMONY TO UNBELIEVERS, TO BELIEVERS FOR A BENEFIT. AND WE THEREFORE, WHAT WE HAVE HEARD AND HANDLED, DECLARE ALSO TO YOU, BRETHREN AND LITTLE CHILDREN, THAT AS WELL YOU WHO WERE CONCERNED IN THESE MATTERS MAY BE REMINDED OF THEM AGAIN TO THE GLORY OF THE LORD [ACTS 7:55-56], AS THAT YOU WHO KNOW THEM BY REPORT MAY HAVE COMMUNION WITH THE BLESSED MARTYRS, AND THROUGH THEM WITH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, TO WHOM BE GLORY AND HONOUR, FOR EVER AND EVER. [4] AMEN.
CHAPTER I: ARGUMENT. WHEN THE SAINTS WERE APPREHENDED, SAINT PERPETUA SUCCESSFULLY RESISTED HER FATHER'S PLEADING, WAS BAPTIZED WITH THE OTHERS, WAS THRUST INTO A FILTHY DUNGEON. ANXIOUS ABOUT HER INFANT, BY A VISION GRANTED TO HER, SHE UNDERSTOOD THAT HER MARTYRDOM WOULD TAKE PLACE VERY SHORTLY,
1. THE YOUNG CATECHUMENS [A CHRISTIAN CONVERT UNDER STRICT CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTION BEFORE HOLY GHOST BAPTISM WITH FIRE IN ECCLESIOLOGY], REVOCATUS AND HIS FELLOWSERVANT FELICITAS, SATURNINUS AND SECUNDULUS, WERE APPREHENDED. AND AMONG THEM ALSO WAS VIVIA PERPETUA, RESPECTABLY BORN, LIBERALLY EDUCATED, A MARRIED MATRON, HAVING A FATHER AND MOTHER AND TWO BROTHERS, ONE OF WHOM, LIKE HERSELF, WAS A CATECHUMEN, AND A SON AN INFANT AT THE BREAST. SHE HERSELF WAS ABOUT TWENTY−TWO YEARS OF AGE. FROM THIS POINT ONWARD, SHE SHALL HERSELF NARRATE THE WHOLE COURSE OF HER MARTYRDOM, AS SHE LEFT IT DESCRIBED BY HER OWN HAND AND WITH HER OWN MIND. 2. "WHILE" SAYS SHE, "WE WERE STILL WITH THE PERSECUTORS, AND MY FATHER, FOR THE SAKE OF HIS [SEXLESS] AFFECTION FOR ME, WAS PERSISTING IN SEEKING TO TURN ME AWAY, AND TO CAST ME DOWN FROM THE FAITH, 'FATHER,' SAID I, ' DO YOU SEE, LET US SAY, THIS VESSEL LYING HERE TO BE A LITTLE PITCHER, OR SOMETHING ELSE?' AND HE SAID, ' I SEE IT TO BE SO.' AND I REPLIED TO HIM, ' CAN IT BE CALLED BY ANY OTHER NAME THAN WHAT IT IS?' AND HE SAID, 'NO.' 'NEITHER CAN I CALL MYSELF ANYTHING ELSE THAN WHAT I AM, A CHRISTIAN.' THEN MY FATHER, PROVOKED AT THIS SAYING, THREW HIMSELF UPON ME, AS IF HE WOULD TEAR MY EYES OUT. BUT HE ONLY DISTRESSED ME, AND WENT AWAY OVERCOME BY THE [SEXUAL] DEVIL'S ARGUMENTS. THEN, IN A FEW DAYS AFTER I HAD BEEN WITHOUT MY FATHER, I GAVE THANKS TO THE LORD, AND HIS ABSENCE BECAME A SOURCE OF CONSOLATION [1] TO ME. IN THAT SAME INTERVAL OF A FEW DAYS WE WERE BAPTIZED, AND TO ME THE SPIRIT PRESCRIBED THAT IN THE WATER BAPTISM NOTHING ELSE WAS TO BE SOUGHT FOR BODILY ENDURANCE. [2] AFTER A FEW DAYS WE ARE TAKEN INTO THE DUNGEON, AND I WAS VERY MUCH AFRAID, BECAUSE I HAD NEVER FELT SUCH DARKNESS. O TERRIBLE DAY! O THE FIERCE HEAT OF THE SHOCK OF THE SOLDIERY, BECAUSE OF THE CROWDS! I WAS VERY UNUSUALLY DISTRESSED BY MY ANXIETY FOR MY INFANT. THERE WERE PRESENT THERE TERTIUS AND POMPONIUS, THE BLESSED DEACONS WHO MINISTERED TO US, AND HAD ARRANGED BY MEANS OF A GRATUITY THAT WE MIGHT BE REFRESHED BY BEING SENT OUT FOR A FEW HOURS INTO A [SEXLESS] PLEASANTER PART OF THE PRISON. THEN GOING OUT OF THE DUNGEON, ALL ATTENDED TO THEIR OWN WANTS. [3] I SUCKLED MY CHILD, WHICH WAS NOW ENFEEBLED WITH HUNGER. IN MY ANXIETY FOR IT, I ADDRESSED MY MOTHER AND COMFORTED MY BROTHER, AND COMMENDED TO THEIR CARE MY SON. I WAS LANGUISHING BECAUSE I HAD SEEN THEM LANGUISHING ON MY ACCOUNT. SUCH SOLICITUDE I SUFFERED FOR MANY DAYS, AND I OBTAINED FOR MY INFANT TO REMAIN IN THE DUNGEON WITH ME, AND FORTHWITH I GREW STRONG AND WAS RELIEVED FROM DISTRESS AND ANXIETY ABOUT MY INFANT, AND THE DUNGEON BECAME TO ME AS IT WERE A PALACE, SO THAT I PREFERRED BEING THERE TO BEING ELSEWHERE. 3. "THEN MY BROTHER SAID TO ME, 'MY DEAR SISTER, YOU ARE ALREADY IN A POSITION OF GREAT DIGNITY, AND ARE SUCH THAT YOU MAY ASK FOR A VISION, AND THAT IT MAY BE MADE KNOWN TO YOU WHETHER THIS IS TO RESULT IN A [SEXLESS] PASSION OR A [SEXLESS] ESCAPE.' [4] AND I, WHO KNEW THAT I WAS PRIVILEGED TO CONVERSE WITH THE LORD, WHOSE KINDNESSES I HAD FOUND TO BE SO GREAT, BOLDLY PROMISED HIM, AND SAID, 'TOMORROW I WILL TELL YOU.' AND I ASKED, AND THIS WAS WHAT WAS SHOWN ME. I SAW A GOLDEN LADDER OF MARVELLOUS HEIGHT, REACHING UP EVEN TO HEAVEN, AND VERY NARROW, SO THAT PERSONS COULD ONLY ASCEND IT ONE BY ONE, AND ON THE SIDES OF THE LADDER WAS FIXED EVERY KIND OF IRON WEAPON. THERE WERE THERE SWORDS, LANCES, HOOKS, DAGGERS, SO THAT IF ANY ONE WENT UP CARELESSLY, OR NOT LOOKING UPWARDS, HE WOULD BE TORN TO PIECES AND HIS FLESH WOULD CLEAVE TO THE IRON WEAPONS. AND UNDER THE LADDER ITSELF WAS CROUCHING A DRAGON OF WONDERFUL SIZE, WHO LAY IN WAIT FOR THOSE WHO ASCENDED, AND FRIGHTENED THEM FROM THE ASCENT. AND SATURUS WENT UP FIRST, WHO HAD SUBSEQUENTLY DELIVERED HIMSELF UP FREELY ON OUR ACCOUNT, NOT HAVING BEEN PRESENT AT THE TIME THAT WE WERE TAKEN PRISONERS. AND HE ATTAINED THE TOP OF THE LADDER, AND TURNED TOWARDS ME, AND SAID TO ME, PERPETUA, I AM WAITING FOR [5] YOU, BUT BE CAREFUL THAT THE DRAGON, DO NOT BITE YOU.' AND I SAID, ' IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], HE SHALL NOT HURT ME.' AND FROM UNDER THE LADDER ITSELF, AS IF IN FEAR OF ME, HE SLOWLY LIFTED UP HIS HEAD, AND AS I TROD UPON THE FIRST STEP, I TROD UPON HIS HEAD. AND I WENT UP, AND I SAW AN IMMENSE EXTENT OF GARDEN, AND IN THE MIDST OF THE GARDEN A WHITE−HATRED MAN SITTING IN THE DRESS OF A SHEPHERD, [6] OF A LARGE STATURE, MILKING SHEEP, AND STANDING AROUND WERE MANY THOUSAND WHITE−ROBED ONES. AND HE RAISED HIS HEAD, AND LOOKED UPON ME, AND SAID TO ME, ' THOU ARE WELCOME, DAUGHTER.' 'AND HE CALLED ME, AND FROM THE CHEESE AS HE WAS MILKING, HE GAVE ME AS IT WERE A LITTLE CAKE, AND I RECEIVED IT WITH FOLDED HANDS, AND I ATE IT, AND ALL WHO STOOD AROUND SAID AMEN. AND AT THE SOUND OF THEIR VOICES I WAS AWAKENED, STILL TASTING A SWEETNESS, WHICH I CANNOT DESCRIBE. AND I IMMEDIATELY RELATED THIS TO MY BROTHER, AND WE UNDERSTOOD THAT IT WAS TO BE A [SEXLESS] PASSION, AND WE CEASED HENCEFORTH TO HAVE ANY HOPE IN THIS WORLD.
CHAPTER 2: ARGUMENT. PERPETUA, WHEN BESIEGED BY HER FATHER, COMFORTS HIM. WHEN LED WITH OTHERS TO THE TRIBUNAL, SHE AVOWS HERSELF A [TRUE] CHRISTIAN, AND IS CONDEMNED [DAMNED] WITH THE REST TO THE WILD BEASTS. SHE PRAYS FOR HER BROTHER DINOCRATES, WHO WAS DEAD.
1. "AFTER A FEW DAYS THERE PREVAILED A REPORT THAT WE SHOULD BE HEARD. AND THEN MY FATHER CAME TO ME FROM THE CITY, WORN OUT WITH ANXIETY. HE CAME UP TO ME, THAT HE MIGHT CAST ME DOWN, SAYING, ' HAVE PITY MY DAUGHTER, ON MY GREY HAIRS. HAVE PITY ON YOUR FATHER, IF I AM WORTHY TO BE CALLED A FATHER BY YOU. IF WITH THESE HANDS I HAVE BROUGHT YOU UP TO THIS FLOWER [VIRGINITY] OF YOUR AGE, IF I HAVE PREFERRED YOU TO ALL YOUR BROTHERS, DO NOT DELIVER ME UP TO THE SCORN OF MEN. HAVE REGARD TO YOUR BROTHERS, HAVE REGARD TO YOUR MOTHER AND YOUR AUNT, HAVE REGARD TO YOUR SON, WHO WILL NOT BE ABLE TO LIVE AFTER YOU. LAY ASIDE YOUR COURAGE, AND DO NOT BRING US ALL TO DESTRUCTION, FOR NONE OF US WILL SPEAK IN FREEDOM IF YOU SHOULD SUFFER ANYTHING.' THESE THINGS SAID MY FATHER IN HIS [SEXLESS] AFFECTION, KISSING MY HANDS, AND THROWING HIMSELF AT MY FEET, AND WITH TEARS HE CALLED ME NOT DAUGHTER, BUT LADY. AND I GRIEVED OVER THE GREY HAIRS OF MY FATHER, THAT HE ALONE OF ALL MY FAMILY WOULD NOT REJOICE OVER MY [SEXLESS] PASSION. AND I COMFORTED HIM, SAYING, 'ON THAT SCAFFOLD (1) WHATEVER GOD WILLS SHALL HAPPEN. FOR KNOW THAT WE ARE NOT PLACED IN OUR OWN POWER, BUT IN THAT OF GOD.' AND HE DEPARTED FROM ME IN SORRROW. 2. "ANOTHER DAY, WHILE WE WERE AT DINNER, WE WERE SUDDENLY TAKEN AWAY TO BE HEARD, AND WE ARRIVED AT THE TOWNHALL. AT ONCE THE RUMOUR SPREAD THROUGH THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF THE PUBLIC PLACE, AND AN IMMENSE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WERE GATHERED TOGETHER. WE MOUNT THE PLATFORM. THE REST WERE INTERROGATED, AND CONFESSED. THEN THEY CAME TO ME, AND MY FATHER IMMEDIATELY APPEARED WITH MY BOY, AND WITHDREW ME FROM THE STEP, AND SAID IN A SUPPLICATING TONE, 'HAVE PITY ON YOUR BABE.' AND HILARIANUS THE PROCURATOR, WHO HAD JUST RECEIVED THE POWER OF LIFE AND DEATH IN THE PLACE OF THE PROCONSUL MINUCIUS TIMINIANUS, WHO WAS DECEASED, SAID, 'SPARE THE GREY HAIRS OF YOUR FATHER, SPARE THE INFANCY OF YOUR BOY, OFFER SACRIFICE FOR THE WELLBEING OF THE EMPERORS.' AND I REPLIED, 'I WILL NOT DO SO.' HILARIANUS SAID, 'ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN?' AND I REPLIED, 'I AM A CHRISTIAN.' AND AS MY FATHER STOOD THERE TO CAST ME DOWN FROM THE FAITH, HE WAS ORDERED BY HILARIANUS TO BE THROWN DOWN, AND WAS BEATEN WITH RODS. AND MY FATHER'S MISFORTUNE GRIEVED ME AS IF I MYSELF HAD BEEN BEATEN, I SO GRIEVED FOR HIS WRETCHED OLD AGE. (2) THE PROCURATOR THEN DELIVERS JUDGMENT ON ALL OF US, AND CONDEMNS [DAMNS] US TO THE WILD BEASTS, AND WE WENT DOWN CHEERFULLY TO THE DUNGEON. THEN, BECAUSE MY CHILD HAD BEEN USED TO RECEIVE SUCK FROM ME, AND TO STAY WITH ME IN THE PRISON, I SEND POMPONIUS THE DEACON TO MY FATHER TO ASK FOR THE INFANT, BUT MY FATHER WOULD NOT GIVE IT HIM. AND EVEN AS GOD WILLED IT, THE CHILD NO LONG [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THE BREAST, NOR DID MY BREAST CAUSE ME UNEASINESS, LEST I SHOULD BE TORMENTED BY CARE FOR MY BABE AND BY THE PAIN OF MY BREASTS AT ONCE. 3. "AFTER A FEW DAYS, WHILST WE WERE ALL PRAYING, ON A SUDDEN, IN THE MIDDLE OF OUR PRAYER, THERE CAME TO ME A WORD, AND I NAMED DINOCRATES, AND I WAS AMAZED, THAT NAME HAD NEVER COME INTO MY MIND UNTIL THEN, AND I WAS GRIEVED AS I REMEMBERED HIS MISFORTUNE. AND I FELT MYSELF IMMEDIATELY TO BE WORTHY, AND TO BE CALLED ON TO ASK ON HIS BEHALF. (3) AND FOR HIM I BEGAN EARNESTLY TO MAKE SUPPLICATION, AND TO CRY WITH GROANING TO THE LORD. WITHOUT DELAY, ON THAT VERY NIGHT, THIS WAS SHOWN TO ME IN A VISION. (4) I SAW DINOCRATES GOING OUT FROM A GLOOMY PLACE, WHERE ALSO THERE WERE SEVERAL OTHERS, AND HE WAS PARCHED AND VERY THIRSTY, WITH A FILTHY [SEXUAL] COUNTENANCE AND PALLID COLOUR, AND THE WOUND ON HIS FACE WHICH HE HAD WHEN HE DIED. THIS DINOCRATES HAD BEEN MY BROTHER AFTER THE FLESH, SEVEN YEARS OF AGE? WHO DIED MISERABLY WITH DISEASE, HIS FACE BEING SO EATEN OUT WITH CANCER, THAT HIS DEATH CAUSED REPUGNANCE TO ALL MEN. FOR HIM I HAD MADE MY PRAYER, AND BETWEEN HIM AND ME THERE WAS A LARGE INTERVAL, (6) SO THAT NEITHER OF US COULD APPROACH TO THE OTHER. AND MOREOVER, IN THE SAME PLACE WHERE DINOCRATES WAS, THERE WAS A POOL FULL OF WATER, HAVING ITS BRINK HIGHER THAN WAS THE STATURE OF THE BOY, AND DINOCRATES RAISED HIMSELF UP AS IF TO DRINK. AND I WAS GRIEVED THAT, ALTHOUGH THAT POOL HELD WATER, STILL, ON ACCOUNT OF THE HEIGHT TO ITS BRINK, HE COULD NOT DRINK. AND I WAS AROUSED, AND KNEW THAT MY BROTHER WAS IN SUFFERING. BUT I TRUSTED THAT MY PRAYER WOULD BRING HELP TO HIS SUFFERING, AND I PRAYED FOR HIM EVERY DAY UNTIL WE PASSED OVER INTO THE PRISON OF THE CAMP, FOR WE WERE TO FIGHT IN THE CAMP SHOW. THEN WAS THE BIRTHDAY OF GETS CAESAR, AND I MADE MY PRAYER FOR MY BROTHER DAY AND NIGHT, GROANING AND WEEPING THAT HE MIGHT BE GRANTED TO ME. 4. "THEN, ON THE DAY ON WHICH WE REMAINED IN FETTERS, (7) THIS WAS SHOWN TO ME. I SAW THAT PLACE WHICH I HAD FORMERLY OBSERVED TO BE IN GLOOM WAS NOW BRIGHT, AND DINOCRATES, WITH A CLEAN BODY WELL CLAD, WAS FINDING REFRESHMENT. AND WHERE THERE HAD BEEN A WOUND, I SAW A SCAR, AND THAT POOL WHICH I HAD BEFORE SEEN, I SAW NOW WITH ITS MARGIN LOWERED EVEN TO THE BOY'S NAVEL. AND ONE DREW WATER FROM THE POOL INCESSANTLY, AND UPON ITS BRINK WAS A GOBLET FILLED WITH WATER, AND DINOCRATES DREW NEAR AND BEGAN TO DRINK FROM IT, AND THE GOBLET DID NOT FAIL. AND WHEN HE WAS SATISFIED, HE WENT AWAY FROM THE WATER TO PLAY JOYOUSLY, AFTER THE MANNER OF CHILDREN, AND I AWOKE. THEN I UNDERSTOOD THAT HE WAS TRANSLATED FROM THE PLACE OF PUNISHMENT.
CHAPTER 3: ARGUMENT. PERPETUA IS AGAIN TEMPTED BY HER FATHER. HER THIRD VISION, WHEREIN SHE IS LED AWAY TO STRUGGLE AGAINST AN EGYPTIAN. SHE FIGHTS, CONQUERS, AND RECEIVES THE REWARD.
1. "AGAIN, AFTER A FEW DAYS, PUDENS, A SOLDIER, AN ASSISTANT OVERSEER (1) OF THE PRISON, WHO BEGAN TO REGARD US IN GREAT ESTEEM, PERCEIVING THAT THE GREAT POWER OF GOD WAS IN US, ADMITTED MANY BRETHREN TO SEE US, THAT BOTH WE AND THEY MIGHT BE MUTUALLY REFRESHED. AND WHEN THE DAY OF THE EXHIBITION DREW NEAR, MY FATHER, WORN WITH SUFFERING, CAME IN TO ME, AND BEGAN TO TEAR OUT HIS BEARD, AND TO THROW HIMSELF ON THE EARTH, AND TO CAST HIMSELF DOWN ON HIS FACE, AND TO REPROACH HIS YEARS, AND TO UTTER SUCH WORDS AS MIGHT MOVE ALL CREATION. I GRIEVED FOR HIS UNHAPPY OLD AGE. (2) 2. "THE DAY BEFORE THAT ON WHICH WE WERE TO FIGHT, I SAW IN A VISION THAT POMPONIUS THE DEACON CAME HITHER TO THE GATE OF THE PRISON, AND KNOCKED VEHEMENTLY. I WENT OUT TO HIM, AND OPENED THE GATE FOR HIM, AND HE WAS CLOTHED IN A RICHLY ORNAMENTED WHITE ROBE, AND HE HAD ON MANIFOLD CALLICULAE [METAL OR CLOTH ORNAMENTS]. (3) AND HE SAID TO ME, 'PERPETUA, WE ARE WAITING FOR YOU, COME!' AND HE HELD HIS HAND TO ME, AND WE BEGAN TO GO THROUGH ROUGH AND WINDING PLACES. SCARCELY AT LENGTH HAD WE ARRIVED BREATHLESS AT THE AMPHITHEATRE, WHEN HE LED ME INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE ARENA, AND SAID TO ME, 'DO NOT FEAR, I AM HERE WITH YOU, AND I AM LABOURING WITH YOU', AND HE DEPARTED. AND I GAZED UPON AN IMMENSE ASSEMBLY IN ASTONISHMENT. AND BECAUSE I KNEW THAT I WAS GIVEN TO THE WILD BEASTS, I MARVELLED THAT THE WILD BEASTS WERE NOT LET LOOSE UPON ME. THEN THERE CAME FORTH AGAINST ME A CERTAIN EGYPTIAN, HORRIBLE IN APPEARANCE, WITH HIS BACKERS, TO FIGHT WITH ME. AND THERE CAME TO ME, AS MY HELPERS AND ENCOURAGERS, HANDSOME YOUTHS, AND I WAS STRIPPED, AND BECAME A MAN? THEN MY HELPERS BEGAN TO RUB ME WITH OIL, AS IS THE CUSTOM FOR CONTEST, AND I BEHELD THAT EGYPTIAN ON THE OTHER HAND ROLLING IN THE DUST. (5) AND A CERTAIN MAN CAME FORTH, OF WONDROUS HEIGHT, SO THAT HE EVEN OVER−TOPPED THE TOP OF THE AMPHITHEATRE, AND HE WORE A LOOSE TUNIC AND A PURPLE ROBE BETWEEN TWO BANDS OVER THE MIDDLE OF THE BREAST, AND HE HAD ON CALLICULAE OF VARIED FORM, MADE OF GOLD AND SILVER, AND HE CARRIED A ROD, AS IF HE WERE A TRAINER OF GLADIATORS, AND A GREEN BRANCH UPON WHICH WERE APPLES OF GOLD. AND HE CALLED FOR SILENCE, AND SAID, 'THIS EGYPTIAN, IF HE SHOULD OVERCOME THIS WOMAN, SHALL KILL HER WITH THE SWORD, AND IF SHE SHALL CONQUER HIM, SHE SHALL RECEIVE THIS BRANCH.' THEN HE DEPARTED. AND WE DREW NEAR TO ONE ANOTHER, AND BEGAN TO DEAL OUT BLOWS. HE SOUGHT TO LAY HOLD OF MY FEET, WHILE I STRUCK AT HIS FACE WITH MY HEELS, AND I WAS LIFTED UP IN THE AIR, AND BEGAN THUS TO THRUST AT HIM AS IF SPURNING THE EARTH. BUT WHEN I SAW THAT THERE WAS SOME DELAY, I JOINED MY HANDS SO AS TO TWINE MY FINGERS WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND I TOOK HOLD UPON HIS HEAD, AND HE FELL ON HIS FACE, AND I TROD UPON HIS HEAD? AND THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO SHOUT, AND MY BACKERS TO EXULT. AND I DREW NEAR TO THE TRAINER AND TOOK THE BRANCH, AND HE KISSED ME, AND SAID TO ME, 'DAUGHTER, PEACE BE WITH YOU:' AND I BEGAN TO GO GLORIOUSLY TO THE SANAVIVARIAN GATE. (7) THEN I AWOKE, AND PERCEIVED THAT I WAS NOT TO FIGHT WITH BEASTS, BUT AGAINST THE [SEXUAL] DEVIL. STILL I KNEW THAT THE VICTORY WAS AWAITING ME. THIS, SO FAR, I HAVE COMPLETED SEVERAL DAYS BEFORE THE EXHIBITION, BUT WHAT PASSED AT THE EXHIBITION ITSELF LET WHO WILL WRITE."
CHAPTER 4: ARGUMENT. SATURUS, IN A VISION, AND PERPETUA BEING CARRIED BY ANGELS INTO THE GREAT LIGHT, BEHOLD THE MARTYRS, BEING BROUGHT TO THE THRONE OF GOD, ARE RECEIVED WITH A KISS. THEY RECONCILE OPTATUS THE BISHOP AND ASPASIUS THE PRESBYTER.
1. MOREOVER, ALSO, THE BLESSED SATURUS RELATED THIS HIS VISION, WHICH HE HIMSELF COMMITTED TO WRITING: "WE HAD SUFFERED," SAYS HE, "AND WE WERE GONE FORTH FROM THE FLESH, AND WE WERE BEGINNING TO BE BORNE BY FOUR ANGELS INTO THE EAST, AND THEIR HANDS TOUCHED US NOT. AND WE FLOATED NOT SUPINE, LOOKING UPWARDS, BUT AS IF ASCENDING A GENTLE SLOPE. AND BEING SET FREE, WE AT LENGTH SAW THE FIRST BOUNDLESS LIGHT, AND I SAID, 'PERPETUA' (FOR SHE WAS AT MY SIDE), 'THIS IS WHAT THE LORD PROMISED TO US, WE HAVE RECEIVED THE PROMISE.' AND WHILE WE ARE BORNE BY THOSE SAME FOUR ANGELS, THERE APPEARS TO US A VAST SPACE WHICH WAS LIKE A [SEXLESS] PLEASURE−GARDEN, HAVING ROSE−TREES AND EVERY KIND OF FLOWER. AND THE HEIGHT OF THE TREES WAS AFTER THE MEASURE OF A CYPRESS, AND THEIR LEAVES WERE FALLING (1) INCESSANTLY. MOREOVER, THERE IN THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE−GARDEN FOUR OTHER ANGELS APPEARED, BRIGHTER THAN THE PREVIOUS ONES, WHO, WHEN THEY SAW US, GAVE US HONOUR, AND SAID TO THE REST OF THE ANGELS, 'HERE THEY ARE! HERE THEY ARE!' WITH ADMIRATION. AND THOSE FOUR ANGELS WHO BORE US, BEING GREATLY AFRAID, PUT US DOWN, AND WE PASSED OVER ON FOOT THE SPACE OF A FURLONG IN A BROAD PATH. THERE WE FOUND JOCUNDUS AND SATURNINUS AND ARTAXIUS, WHO HAVING SUFFERED THE SAME PERSECUTION, WERE BURNT ALIVE, AND QUINTUS, WHO ALSO HIMSELF A MARTYR HAD DEPARTED IN THE PRISON. AND WE ASKED OF THEM WHERE THE REST WERE. AND THE ANGELS SAID TO US, 'COME FIRST, ENTER AND GREET YOUR LORD.' 2. "AND WE CAME NEAR TO PLACE, THE WALLS OF WHICH WERE SUCH AS IF THEY WERE BUILT OF LIGHT, AND BEFORE THE GATE OF THAT PLACE STOOD FOUR ANGELS, WHO CLOTHED THOSE WHO ENTERED WITH WHITE ROBES. AND BEING CLOTHED, WE ENTERED AND SAW THE BOUNDLESS LIGHT, AND HEARD THE UNITED VOICE OF SOME WHO SAID WITHOUT CEASING, (4) HOLY! HOLY! HOLY!'(2) AND IN THE MIDST OF THAT PLACE WE SAW AS IT WERE A HOARY MAN SITTING, HAVING SNOW−WHITE HAIR, AND WITH A YOUTHFUL COUNTENANCE, AND HIS FEET WE SAW NOT. AND ON HIS RIGHT HAND AND ON HIS LEFT WERE FOUR−AND−TWENTY ELDERS, AND BEHIND THEM A GREAT MANY OTHERS WERE STANDING. WE ENTERED WITH GREAT WONDER, AND STOOD BEFORE THE THRONE, AND THE FOUR ANGELS RAISED US UP, AND WE KISSED HIM, AND HE PASSED HIS HAND OVER OUR FACE. AND THE REST OF THE ELDERS SAID TO US, 'LET US STAND', AND WE STOOD AND MADE PEACE. AND THE ELDERS SAID TO US, AND ENJOY.' AND I SAID, 'PERPETUA, YOU HAVE WHAT YOU WISH.' AND SHE SAID TO ME, 'THANKS BE TO GOD, THAT JOYOUS AS I WAS IN THE FLESH, I AM NOW MORE JOYOUS HERE.' 3. "AND WE WENT FORTH, AND SAW BEFORE THE ENTRANCE OPTATUS THE BISHOP AT THE RIGHT HAND, AND ASPASIUS THE PRESBYTER, A TEACHER, (3) AT THE LEFT HAND, SEPARATE AND SAD, AND THEY CAST THEMSELVES AT OUR FEET, AND SAID TO US, 'RESTORE PEACE BETWEEN US, BECAUSE YOU HAVE GONE FORTH AND HAVE LEFT US THUS.' AND WE SAID TO THEM, 'ART NOT THOU OUR FATHER, AND THOU OUR PRESBYTER, THAT YOU SHOULD CAST YOURSELVES AT OUR FEET?" AND WE PROSTRATED OURSELVES, AND WE EMBRACED THEM, AND PERPETUA BEGAN TO SPEAK WITH THEM, AND WE DREW THEM APART IN THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE−GARDEN UNDER A ROSE−TREE. AND WHILE WE WERE SPEAKING WITH THEM, THE ANGELS SAID UNTO THEM, 'LET THEM ALONE, THAT THEY MAY REFRESH THEMSELVES, (4) AND IF YOU HAVE ANY DISSENSIONS BETWEEN YOU, FORGIVE ONE ANOTHER.' AND THEY DROVE THEM AWAY. AND THEY SAID TO OPTATUS, 'REBUKE THY PEOPLE, BECAUSE THEY ASSEMBLE TO YOU AS IF RETURNING FROM THE CIRCUS, AND CONTENDING ABOUT FACTIOUS MATTERS.' AND THEN IT SEEMED TO US AS IF THEY WOULD SHUT THE DOORS. AND IN THAT PLACE, WE BEGAN TO RECOGNISE MANY BRETHREN, AND MOREOVER MARTYRS. WE WERE ALL NOURISHED WITH AN INDESCRIBABLE [SEXLESS] ODOUR, WHICH SATISFIED US. THEN, I JOYOUSLY AWOKE."
CHAPTER 5: ARGUMENT. SECUNDULUS DIES IN THE PRISON. FELICITAS IS PREGNANT, BUT WITH MANY PRAYERS SHE BRINGS FORTH IN THE EIGHTH MONTH WITHOUT SUFFERING, THE COURAGE OF PERPETUA AND OF SATURUS UNBROKEN.
1. THE ABOVE WERE THE MORE EMINENT VISIONS OF THE BLESSED MARTYRS SATURUS AND PERPETUA THEMSELVES, WHICH THEY THEMSELVES COMMITTED TO WRITING. (5) BUT GOD CALLED SECUNDULUS, WHILE HE HAS YET IN THE PRISON, BY AN EARLIER EXIT FROM THE WORLD, NOT WITHOUT FAVOUR, SO AS TO GIVE A RESPITE TO THE BEASTS. NEVERTHELESS, EVEN IF HIS SOUL DID NOT ACKNOWLEDGE CAUSE FOR THANKFULNESS, ASSUREDLY HIS FLESH DID. 2. BUT RESPECTING FELICITAS (FOR TO HER ALSO THE LORD’S FAVOUR APPROACHED IN THE SAME WAY), WHEN SHE HAD ALREADY GONE EIGHT MONTHS WITH CHILD (FOR SHE HAD BEEN PREGNANT WHEN SHE WAS APPREHENDED), AS THE DAY OF THE EXHIBITION WAS DRAWING NEAR, SHE WAS IN GREAT GRIEF LEST ON ACCOUNT OF HER PREGNANCY, SHE SHOULD BE DELAYED, BECAUSE PREGNANT WOMEN ARE NOT ALLOWED TO BE PUBLICLY PUNISHED, AND LEST SHE SHOULD SHED HER SACRED AND GUILTLESS BLOOD AMONG SOME WHO HAD BEEN [SEXUALLY] WICKED SUBSEQUENTLY. MOREOVER, ALSO, HER FELLOW−MARTYRS WERE PAINFULLY SADDENED LEST THEY SHOULD LEAVE SO EXCELLENT A FRIEND, AND AS IT WERE COMPANION, ALONE IN THE PATH OF THE SAME HOPE. THEREFORE, JOINING TOGETHER THEIR UNITED CRY, THEY POURED FORTH THEIR PRAYER TO THE LORD THREE DAYS BEFORE THE EXHIBITION. IMMEDIATELY AFTER THEIR PRAYER HER PAINS CAME UPON HER, AND WHEN, WITH THE DIFFICULTY NATURAL TO AN EIGHT MONTHS' DELIVERY, IN THE LABOUR OF BRINGING FORTH SHE WAS SORROWING, SOME ONE OF THE SERVANTS OF THE CATARACTARII [THE GAOLERS] (1) SAID TO HER, "YOU WHO ARE IN SUCH SUFFERING NOW, WHAT WILL YOU DO WHEN YOU ARE THROWN TO THE BEASTS, WHICH YOU DESPISED WHEN YOU REFUSED TO SACRIFICE?" AND SHE REPLIED, "NOW IT IS I THAT SUFFER WHAT I SUFFER, BUT THEN THERE WILL BE ANOTHER IN ME, WHO WILL SUFFER FOR ME, BECAUSE I ALSO AM ABOUT TO SUFFER FOR HIM." THUS, SHE BROUGHT FORTH A LITTLE GIRL, WHICH A CERTAIN SISTER BROUGHT UP AS HER DAUGHTER. 3. SINCE THEN THE HOLY SPIRIT PERMITTED, AND BY PERMITTING WILLED, THAT THE PROCEEDINGS OF THAT EXHIBITION SHOULD BE COMMITTED TO WRITING, ALTHOUGH WE ARE UNWORTHY TO COMPLETE THE DESCRIPTION OF SO GREAT A GLORY, YET WE OBEY AS IT WERE, THE COMMAND OF THE MOST BLESSED PERPETUA, NAY HER SACRED TRUST, AND ADD ONE MORE TESTIMONY CONCERNING HER CONSTANCY AND HER LOFTINESS OF MIND. WHILE THEY WERE TREATED WITH MORE SEVERITY BY THE TRIBUNE, BECAUSE, FROM THE INTIMATIONS OF CERTAIN [SEXUAL] DECEITFUL MEN, HE FEARED LEST THAY SHOULD BE WITHDRAWN FROM THE PRISON BY SOME SORT OF [PERMISSIBLE] MAGIC INCANTATIONS, PERPETUA ANSWERED TO HIS FACE, AND SAID, "WHY DO YOU NOT AT LEAST PERMIT US TO BE REFRESHED, BEING AS WE ARE OBJECTIONABLE TO THE MOST NOBLE CAESAR, AND HAVING TO FIGHT ON HIS BIRTHDAY? (2) OR IS IT NOT YOUR GLORY IF WE ARE BROUGHT FORWARD, FATTER ON THAT OCCASION?" THE TRIBUNE SHUDDERED AND BLUSHED, AND COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD BE KEPT WITH MORE HUMANITY, SO THAT PERMISSION WAS GIVEN TO THEIR BRETHREN AND OTHERS TO GO IN AND BE REFRESHED WITH THEM, EVEN THE KEEPER OF THE PRISON TRUSTING THEM NOW HIMSELF. 4. MOREOVER, ON THE DAY BEFORE, WHEN IN THAT LAST MEAL, WHICH THEY CALL THE FREE MEAL, THEY WERE PARTAKING AS FAR AS THEY COULD, NOT OF A FREE SUPPER, BUT OF AN AGAPE, WITH THE SAME FIRMNESS THEY WERE UTTERING SUCH WORDS AS THESE TO THE PEOPLE, DENOUNCING AGAINST THEM THE JUDGMENT OF THE LORD, BEARING WITNESS TO THE FELICITY OF THEIR [SEXLESS] PASSION, LAUGHING AT THE CURIOSITY OF THE PEOPLE WHO CAME TOGETHER, WHILE SATURUS SAID, "TOMORROW IS NOT ENOUGH FOR YOU, FOR YOU TO BEHOLD WITH [SEXLESS] PLEASURE THAT WHICH YOU HATE. FRIENDS TODAY, ENEMIES TOMORROW. YET NOTE OUR FACES DILIGENTLY, THAT YOU MAY RECOGNIZE THEM ON THAT DAY OF JUDGMENT." THUS, ALL DEPARTED THENCE ASTONISHED, AND FROM THESE THINGS MANY BELIEVED.
CHAPTER 6: ARGUMENT. FROM THE PRISON THEY ARE LED FORTH WITH JOY INTO THE AMPHITHEATRE, ESPECIALLY PERPETUA AND FELICITAS. ALL REFUSE TO PUT ON PROFANE GARMENTS. THEY ARE SCOURGED, THEY ARE THROWN TO THE WILD BEASTS. SATURUS TWICE IS UNHURT. PERPETUA AND FELICITAS ARE THROWN DOWN; THEY ARE CALLED BACK TO THE SANAVLVARIAN GATE. SATURUS WOUNDED BY A LEOPARD, EXHORTS THE SOLDIER. THEY KISS ONE ANOTHER, AND ARE SLAIN WITH THE SWORD.
1. THE DAY OF THEIR VICTORY SHONE FORTH, AND THEY PROCEEDED FROM THE PRISON INTO THE AMPHITHEATER, AS IF TO AN ASSEMBLY, JOYOUS AND OF BRILLIANT COUNTENANCES, IF PRECHANCE SHRINKING, IT WAS WITH JOY, AND NOT WITH FEAR. PERPETUA FOLLOWED WITH PLACID LOOK, AND WITH STEP AND GAIT AS A MATRON [CHIEF NURSE] OF CHRIST, BELOVED OF GOD, CASTING DOWN THE LUSTER OF HER EYES FROM THE GAZE OF ALL. MOREOVER, FELICITAS, REJOICING THAT SHE HAD SAFELY BROUGHT FORTH, SO THAT SHE MIGHT FIGHT WITH THE WILD BEASTS, FROM THE BLOOD AND FROM THE MIDWIFE TO THE GLADIATOR, TO WASH AFTER CHILDBIRTH WITH A SECOND BAPTISM. AND WHEN THEY WERE BROUGHT TO THE GATE, AND WERE CONSTRAINED TO PUT ON THE CLOTHING, THE MEN, THAT OF THE PRIESTS OF SATURN, AND THE WOMEN, THAT OF THOSE WHO WERE CONSECRATED TO CERES, THAT NOBLE−MINDED WOMAN RESISTED EVEN TO THE END WITH CONSTANCY. FOR SHE SAID, "WE HAVE COME THUS FAR OF OUR OWN ACCORD, FOR THIS REASON, THAT OUR LIBERTY MIGHT NOT BE RESTRAINED. FOR THIS REASON, WE HAVE YIELDED OUR MINDS, THAT WE MIGHT NOT DO ANY SUCH THING AS THIS: WE HAVE AGREED ON THIS WITH YOU." INJUSTICE ACKNOWLEDGED THE JUSTICE, THE TRIBUNE YIELDED TO THEIR BEING BROUGHT AS SIMPLY AS THEY WERE. PERPETUA SANG PSALMS, ALREADY TREADING UNDER FOOT THE HEAD OF THE EGYPTIAN, REVOCATUS, AND SATURNINUS, AND SATURUS UTTERED THREATENINGS AGAINST THE GAZING PEOPLE ABOUT THIS MARTYRDOM. WHEN THEY CAME WITHIN SIGHT OF HILARIANUS, BY GESTURE AND NOD, THEY BEGAN TO SAY TO HILARIANUS, "THOU JUDGEST US," SAY THEY, "BUT GOD WILL JUDGE THEE." AT THIS THE PEOPLE, EXASPERATED, DEMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD BE TORMENTED WITH SCOURGES AS THEY PASSED ALONG THE RANK OF THE VENATORES [VILER THAN GLADIATORS]. (3) AND THEY INDEED REJOICED THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE INCURRED ANY ONE OF THEIR LORD'S [SEXLESS] PASSIONS. 2. BUT HE WHO HAD SAID, "ASK, AND YE SHALL RECEIVE," (1) GAVE TO THEM WHEN THEY ASKED, THAT DEATH WHICH EACH ONE HAD WISHED FOR. FOR WHEN AT ANY TIME THEY HAD BEEN DISCOURSING AMONG THEMSELVES ABOUT THEIR WISH IN RESPECT OF THEIR MARTYRDOM, SATURNINUS INDEED HAD PROFESSED THAT HE WISHED THAT HE MIGHT BE THROWN TO ALL THE BEASTS, DOUBTLESS THAT HE MIGHT WEAR A MORE GLORIOUS CROWN. THEREFORE, IN THE BEGINNING OF THE EXHIBITION HE AND REVOCATUS MADE TRIAL OF THE LEOPARD, AND MOREOVER UPON THE SCAFFOLD THEY WERE HARASSED BY THE BEAR. SATURUS, HOWEVER, HELD NOTHING IN GREATER ABOMINATION THAN A BEAR, BUT HE IMAGINED THAT HE WOULD BE PUT AN END TO WITH ONE BITE OF A LEOPARD. THEREFORE, WHEN A WILD BOAR WAS SUPPLIED, IT WAS THE HUNTSMAN RATHER WHO HAD SUPPLIED THAT BOAR WHO WAS GORED BY THAT SAME BEAST, AND DIED THE DAY AFTER THE SHOWS. SATURUS ONLY WAS DRAWN OUT, AND WHEN HE HAD BEEN BOUND ON THE FLOOR NEAR TO A BEAR, THE BEAR WOULD NOT COME FORTH FROM HIS DEN. AND SO SATURUS FOR THE SECOND TIME IS RECALLED UNHURT. 3. MOREOVER, FOR THE YOUNG WOMEN THE DEVIL PREPARED A VERY FIERCE COW, PROVIDED ESPECIALLY FOR THAT PURPOSE CONTRARY TO CUSTOM, RIVALLING THEIR SEX ALSO IN THAT OF THE BEASTS. AND SO, STRIPPED AND CLOTHED WITH NETS, THEY WERE LED FORTH. THE POPULACE SHUDDERED AS THEY SAW ONE YOUNG WOMAN OF DELICATE FRAME, AND ANOTHER WITH BREASTS STILL DROPPING FROM HER RECENT CHILDBIRTH. SO, BEING RECALLED, THEY ARE UNBOUND. (2) PERPETUA IS FIRST LED IN. SHE WAS TOSSED, AND FELL ON HER LOINS, AND WHEN SHE SAW HER TUNIC TORN FROM HER SIDE, SHE DREW IT OVER HER AS A VEIL FOR HER MIDDLE, RATHER MINDFUL OF HER MODESTY THAN HER SUFFERING. THEN SHE WAS CALLED FOR AGAIN, AND BOUND UP HER DISHEVELLED HAIR, FOR IT WAS NOT BECOMING FOR A MARTYR TO SUFFER WITH DISHEVELLED HAIR, LEST SHE SHOULD APPEAR TO BE MOURNING IN HER GLORY. SO, SHE ROSE UP, AND WHEN SHE SAW FELICITAS CRUSHED, SHE APPROACHED AND GAVE HER, HER HAND, AND LIFTED HER UP. AND BOTH OF THEM STOOD TOGETHER, AND THE BRUTALITY OF THE POPULACE BEING APPEASED, THEY WERE RECALLED TO THE SANAVIVARIAN GATE. THEN PERPETUA WAS RECEIVED BY A CERTAIN ONE WHO WAS STILL A CATECHUMEN, RUSTICUS BY NAME, WHO KEPT CLOSE TO HER, AND SHE, AS IF AROUSED FROM SLEEP, SO DEEPLY HAD SHE BEEN IN THE SPIRIT AND IN AN ECSTASY, BEGAN TO LOOK ROUND HER, AND TO SAY TO THE AMAZEMENT OF ALL, "I CANNOT TELL WHEN WE ARE TO BE LED OUT TO THAT COW." AND WHEN SHE HAD HEARD WHAT HAD ALREADY HAPPENED, SHE DID NOT BELIEVE IT (3) UNTIL SHE HAD PERCEIVED CERTAIN SIGNS OF INJURY IN HER BODY AND IN HER DRESS, AND HAD RECOGNISED THE CATECHUMEN. AFTERWARDS CAUSING THAT CATECHUMEN AND THE BROTHER TO APPROACH, SHE ADDRESSED THEM, SAYING, "STAND FAST IN THE FAITH, AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ONE ANOTHER, ALL OF YOU, AND BE NOT OFFENDED AT MY SUFFERINGS." 4. THE SAME SATURUS AT THE OTHER ENTRANCE EXHORTED THE SOLDIER PUDENS, SAYING, "ASSUREDLY HERE I AM, AS I HAVE PROMISED AND FORETOLD, FOR UP TO THIS MOMENT I HAVE FELT NO BEAST. AND NOW BELIEVE WITH YOUR WHOLE HEART. LO, I AM GOING FORTH TO THAT BEAST, AND I SHALL BE DESTROYED WITH ONE BITE OF THE LEOPARD." AND IMMEDIATELY AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE EXHIBITION HE WAS THROWN TO THE LEOPARD, AND WITH ONE BITE OF HIS, HE WAS BATHED WITH SUCH A QUANTITY OF BLOOD, THAT THE PEOPLE SHOUTED OUT TO HIM AS HE WAS RETURNING, THE TESTIMONY OF HIS SECOND BAPTISM, "SAVED AND WASHED, SAVED AND WASHED." (4) MANIFESTLY HE WAS ASSUREDLY SAVED WHO HAD BEEN GLORIFIED IN SUCH A SPECTACLE. THEN TO THE SOLDIER PUDENS HE SAID, "FAREWELL, AND BE MINDFUL OF MY FAITH, AND LET NOT THESE THINGS DISTURB, BUT CONFIRM YOU." AND AT THE SAME TIME, HE ASKED FOR A LITTLE RING FROM HIS FINGER, AND RETURNED IT TO HIM BATHED IN HIS WOUND, LEAVING TO HIM AN INHERITED TOKEN AND THE MEMORY OF HIS BLOOD. AND THEN LIFELESS HE IS CAST DOWN WITH THE REST, TO BE SLAUGHTERED IN THE USUAL PLACE. AND WHEN THE POPULACE CALLED FOR THEM INTO THE MIDST, THAT AS THE SWORD PENETRATED INTO THEIR BODY, THEY MIGHT MAKE THEIR EYES PARTNERS IN THE MURDER, THEY ROSE UP OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, AND TRANSFERRED THEMSELVES WHITHER THE PEOPLE WISHED, BUT THEY FIRST KISSED ONE ANOTHER, THAT THEY MIGHT CONSUMMATE THEIR MARTYRDOM WITH THE KISS OF PEACE. THE REST INDEED, IMMOVEABLE AND IN SILENCE, RECEIVED THE SWORD−THRUST, MUCH MORE SATURUS, WHO ALSO HAD FIRST ASCENDED THE LADDER, AND FIRST GAVE UP HIS SPIRIT, FOR HE ALSO WAS WAITING FOR PERPETUA. BUT PERPETUA, THAT SHE MIGHT TASTE SOME PAIN, BEING PIERCED BETWEEN THE RIBS, CRIED OUT LOUDLY, AND SHE HERSELF PLACED THE WAVERING RIGHT HAND OF THE YOUTHFUL GLADIATOR TO HER THROAT. (5) POSSIBLY SUCH A WOMAN COULD NOT HAVE BEEN SLAIN UNLESS SHE HERSELF HAD WILLED IT, BECAUSE SHE WAS FEARED BY THE IMPURE SPIRIT. O MOST BRAVE AND BLESSED MARTYRS! O TRULY CALLED AND CHOSEN UNTO THE GLORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST! WHOM WHOEVER MAGNIFIES, AND HONOURS, AND ADORES, ASSUREDLY OUGHT TO READ THESE EXAMPLES FOR THE EDIFICATION OF THE CHURCH, NOT LESS THAN THE ANCIENT ONES, SO THAT NEW VIRTUES ALSO MAY TESTIFY THAT ONE AND THE SAME HOLY SPIRIT IS ALWAYS OPERATING EVEN UNTIL NOW, AND GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OMNIPOTENT, AND HIS SON JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, WHOSE IS THE GLORY AND INFINITE POWER FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
THE STORY OF AHIKAR

CHAPTER 1
AHIKAR, GRAND VIZIER OF ASSYRIA, HAS 60 WIVES BUT IS FATED TO HAVE NO SON. THEREFORE, HE ADOPTS HIS NEPHEW. HE CRAMS HIM FULL OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE MORE THAN OF BREAD AND WATER.
1 THE STORY OF HAIQÂR THE WISE, VIZIER OF SENNACHERIB THE KING, AND OF NADAN, SISTER'S SON TO HAIQÂR THE SAGE. 2 THERE WAS A VIZIER IN THE DAYS OF KING SENNACHERIB, SON OF SARHADUM, KING OF ASSYRIA AND NINEVEH, A WISE MAN NAMED HAIQÂR, AND HE WAS VIZIER OF THE KING SENNACHERIB. 3 HE HAD A FINE, FORTUNE AND MUCH GOODS, AND HE WAS SKILFUL, WISE, A PHILOSOPHER, IN KNOWLEDGE, IN OPINION AND IN GOVERNMENT, AND HE HAD MARRIED SIXTY WOMEN, AND HAD BUILT A CASTLE FOR EACH OF THEM. 4 BUT WITH IT ALL HE HAD NO CHILD BY ANY. OF THESE WOMEN, WHO MIGHT BE HIS HEIR. 5 AND HE WAS VERY SAD ON ACCOUNT OF THIS, AND ONE DAY HE ASSEMBLED THE ASTROLOGERS AND THE LEARNED MEN AND THE WIZARDS AND EXPLAINED TO THEM HIS CONDITION AND THE MATTER OF HIS BARRENNESS. 6 AND THEY SAID TO HIM, 'GO, SACRIFICE TO THE GODS AND BESEECH THEM THAT PERCHANCE THEY MAY PROVIDE THEE WITH A BOY.' 7 AND HE DID AS THEY TOLD HIM AND OFFERED SACRIFICES TO THE IDOLS, AND BESOUGHT THEM AND IMPLORED THEM WITH REQUEST, AND ENTREATY. 8 AND THEY ANSWERED HIM NOT ONE WORD. AND HE WENT AWAY SORROWFUL AND DEJECTED, DEPARTING WITH A PAIN AT HIS HEART. 9 AND HE RETURNED, AND IMPLORED THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], AND BELIEVED, BESEECHING HIM WITH A BURNING IN HIS HEART, SAYING, 'O MOST HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], O [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE HEAVENS AND OF THE EARTH, O [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL CREATED THINGS! 10 I BESEECH THEE TO GIVE ME A BOY, THAT I MAY BE CONSOLED BY HIM THAT HE MAY BE PRESENT AT MY HEATH, THAT HE MAY CLOSE MY EYES, AND THAT HE MAY BURY ME.' 11 THEN THERE CAME TO HIM A VOICE SAYING, 'INASMUCH AS THOU HAST RELIED FIRST OF ALL ON GRAVEN IMAGES, AND HAST OFFERED SACRIFICES TO THEM, FOR THIS REASON THOU SHALT REMAIN CHILDLESS THY LIFE LONG. 12 BUT TAKE NADAN THY SISTER'S SON, AND MAKE HIM THY CHILD AND TEACH HIM THY LEARNING AND THY GOOD BREEDING, AND AT THY DEATH HE SHALL BURY THEE.' 13 THEREUPON HE TOOK NADAN HIS SISTER'S SON, WHO WAS A LITTLE SUCKLING. AND HE HANDED HIM OVER TO EIGHT WET-NURSES, THAT THEY MIGHT SUCKLE HIM AND BRING HIM UP. 14 AND THEY BROUGHT HIM UP WITH GOOD FOOD AND GENTLE TRAINING AND SILKEN CLOTHING, AND PURPLE AND CRIMSON. AND HE WAS SEATED UPON COUCHES OF SILK. 15 AND WHEN NADAN GREW BIG AND WALKED, SHOOTING UP LIKE A TALL CEDAR, HE TAUGHT HIM GOOD MANNERS AND WRITING AND SCIENCE AND PHILOSOPHY. 16 AND AFTER MANY DAYS KING SENNACHERIB LOOKED AT HAIQÂR AND SAW THAT HE HAD GROWN VERY OLD, AND MOREOVER HE SAID TO HIM. 17 'O MY HONOURED FRIEND, THE SKILFUL, THE TRUSTY, THE WISE, THE GOVERNOR, MY SECRETARY, MY VIZIER, MY CHANCELLOR AND DIRECTOR; VERILY THOU ART GROWN VERY OLD AND WEIGHTED WITH YEARS; AND THY DEPARTURE FROM THIS WORLD MUST BE NEAR. 18 TELL ME WHO SHALL HAVE A PLACE IN MY SERVICE AFTER THEE.' AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD, MAY THY HEAD LIVE FOR EVER! THERE IS NADAN MY SISTER'S SON, I HAVE MADE HIM MY CHILD. 19 AND I HAVE BROUGHT HIM UP AND TAUGHT HIM MY WISDOM AND MY KNOWLEDGE.' 20 AND THE KING SAID TO HIM, 'O HAIQÂR! BRING HIM TO MY PRESENCE, THAT I MAY SEE HIM, AND IF I FIND HIM SUITABLE, PUT HIM IN THY PLACE; AND THOU SHALT GO THY WAY, TO TAKE A REST AND TO LIVE THE REMAINDER OF THY LIFE IN SWEET REPOSE.' 21 THEN HAIQÂR WENT AND PRESENTED NADAN HIS SISTER'S SON. AND HE DID HOMAGE AND WISHED HIM POWER AND HONOUR. 22 AND HE LOOKED AT HIM AND ADMIRED HIM AND REJOICED IN HIM AND SAID TO HAIQÂR: 'IS THIS THY SON, O HAIQÂR? I PRAY THAT GOD MAY PRESERVE HIM. AND AS THOU HAST SERVED ME AND MY FATHER SARHADUM SO MAY THIS BOY OF THINE SERVE ME AND FULFIL MY UNDERTAKINGS, MY NEEDS, AND MY BUSINESS, SO THAT I MAY HONOUR HIM AND MAKE HIM POWERFUL FOR THY SAKE.' 23 AND HAIQÂR DID OBEISANCE TO THE KING AND SAID TO HIM, 'MAY THY HEAD LIVE, O MY LORD THE KING, FOR EVER! I SEEK FROM THEE THAT THOU MAYST BE PATIENT WITH MY BOY NADAN AND FORGIVE HIS MISTAKES THAT HE MAY SERVE THEE AS IT IS FITTING.' 24 THEN THE KING SWORE TO HIM THAT HE WOULD MAKE HIM THE GREATEST OF HIS FAVOURITES, AND THE MOST POWERFUL OF HIS FRIENDS, AND THAT HE SHOULD BE WITH HIM IN ALL HONOUR AND RESPECT. AND HE KISSED HIS HANDS AND BADE HIM FAREWELL. 25 AND HE TOOK NADAN. HIS SISTER'S SON WITH HIM AND SEATED HIM IN A PARLOUR AND SET ABOUT TEACHING HIM NIGHT AND DAY TILL HE HAD CRAMMED HIM WITH WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE MORE THAN WITH BREAD AND WATER.
CHAPTER 2
A "POOR RICHARD'S ALMANAC" OF ANCIENT DAYS. IMMORTAL PRECEPTS OF HUMAN [SEXLESS] CONDUCT CONCERNING MONEY, WOMEN, DRESS, BUSINESS, FRIENDS. ESPECIALLY INTERESTING PROVERBS ARE FOUND IN VERSES 12, 17, 23, 37, 45, 47. COMPARE VERSE 63 WITH SOME OF THE CYNICISM OF TODAY.
1 THUS, HE TAUGHT HIM, SAYING: 'O MY SON! HEAR MY SPEECH AND FOLLOW MY ADVICE AND REMEMBER WHAT I SAY. 2 O MY SON! IF THOU HEAREST A WORD, LET IT DIE IN THY HEART, AND REVEAL IT NOT TO ANOTHER, LEST IT BECOME A LIVE COAL AND BURN THY TONGUE AND CAUSE A PAIN IN THY BODY, AND THOU GAIN A REPROACH, AND ART SHAMED BEFORE GOD AND MAN. 3 O MY SON! IF THOU HAST HEARD A REPORT, SPREAD IT NOT; AND IF THOU HAST SEEN SOMETHING, TELL IT NOT. 4 O MY SON! MAKE THY ELOQUENCE EASY TO THE LISTENER, AND BE NOT HASTY TO RETURN AN ANSWER. 5 O MY SON! WHEN THOU HAST HEARD ANYTHING, HIDE IT NOT. 6 O MY SON! LOOSE NOT A SEALED KNOT, NOR UNTIE IT, AND SEAL NOT A LOOSENED KNOT. 7 O MY SON! COVET NOT OUTWARD BEAUTY, FOR IT WANES AND PASSES AWAY, BUT AN HONOURABLE REMEMBRANCE LASTS FOR AYE. 8 O MY SON! LET NOT A SILLY WOMAN DECEIVE THEE WITH HER SPEECH, LEST THOU DIE THE MOST MISERABLE OF DEATHS, AND SHE ENTANGLE THEE IN THE NET TILL THOU ART ENSNARED. 9 O MY SON! [SEXUALLY] DESIRE NOT A WOMAN BEDIZENED WITH DRESS AND WITH OINTMENTS, WHO IS DESPICABLE AND SILLY IN HER SOUL. WOE O THEE IF THOU BESTOW ON HER ANYTHING THAT IS THINE, OR COMMIT TO HER WHAT IS IN THINE HAND AND SHE ENTICE THEE INTO [SEXUAL] SIN, AND GOD BE WROTH WITH THEE. 10 O MY SON! BE NOT LIKE THE ALMOND-TREE, FOR IT BRINGS FORTH LEAVES BEFORE ALL THE TREES, AND EDIBLE FRUIT AFTER THEM ALL, BUT BE LIKE THE MULBERRY-TREE, WHICH BRINGS FORTH EDIBLE FRUIT BEFORE ALL THE TREES, AND LEAVES AFTER THEM ALL. 11 O MY SON! BEND THY HEAD LOW DOWN, AND SOFTEN THY VOICE, AND BE COURTEOUS, AND WALK IN THE STRAIGHT PATH, AND BE NOT FOOLISH. AND RAISE NOT THY VOICE WHEN THOU LAUGHEST FOR IF IT WERE BY A LOUD VOICE THAT A HOUSE WAS BUILT, THE ASS WOULD BUILD MANY HOUSES EVERY DAY; AND IF IT WERE BY DINT OF STRENGTH THAT THE PLOUGH WAS DRIVEN, THE PLOUGH WOULD NEVER BE REMOVED FROM UNDER THE SHOULDERS OF THE CAMELS. 12 O MY SON! THE REMOVING OF STONES WITH A WISE MAN IS BETTER THAN THE DRINKING OF WINE WITH A SORRY MAN. 13 O MY SON! POUR OUT THY WINE ON THE TOMBS OF THE JUST, AND DRINK NOT WITH IGNORANT, CONTEMPTIBLE PEOPLE. 14 O MY SON! CLEAVE TO WISE MEN WHO FEAR GOD AND BE LIKE THEM, AND GO NOT NEAR THE IGNORANT, LEST THOU BECOME LIKE HIM AND LEARN HIS WAYS. 15 O MY SON! WHEN THOU HAST GOT THEE A COMRADE OR A FRIEND, TRY HIM, AND AFTERWARDS MAKE HIM A COMRADE AND A FRIEND; AND DO NOT PRAISE HIM WITHOUT A TRIAL; AND DO NOT SPOIL THY SPEECH WITH A MAN WHO LACKS WISDOM. 16 O MY SON! WHILE A SHOE STAYS ON THY FOOT, WALK WITH IT ON THE THORNS, AND MAKE A ROAD FOR THY SON, AND FOR THY HOUSEHOLD AND THY CHILDREN, AND MAKE THY SHIP TAUT BEFORE SHE GOES ON THE SEA AND ITS WAVES AND SINKS AND CANNOT HE [BE] SAVED. 17 O MY SON! IF THE RICH MAN, EAT A SNAKE, THEY SAY, "IT IS BY HIS WISDOM," AND IF A POOR MAN, EAT IT, THE PEOPLE SAY, "FROM HIS HUNGER." 18 O MY SON! HE [IS] CONTENT WITH THY DAILY BREAD AND THY GOODS, AND COVET NOT WHAT IS ANOTHER'S. 19 O MY SON! BE NOT NEIGHBOUR TO THE FOOL, AND EAT NOT BREAD WITH HIM, AND REJOICE NOT IN THE CALAMITIES OF THY NEIGHBOURS. IF THINE ENEMY WRONG THEE, SHOW HIM KINDNESS. 20 O MY SON! A MAN WHO FEARS GOD DO THOU FEAR HIM AND HONOUR HIM. 21 O MY SON! THE IGNORANT MAN FALLS AND STUMBLES, AND THE WISE MAN, EVEN IF HE STUMBLES, HE IS NOT SHAKEN, AND EVEN IF HE FALLS, HE GETS UP QUICKLY, AND IF HE IS SICK, HE CAN TAKE CARE OF HIS LIFE. BUT AS FOR THE IGNORANT, STUPID MAN, FOR HIS DISEASE THERE IS NO DRUG. 22 O MY SON! IF A MAN, APPROACH THEE, WHO IS INFERIOR TO THYSELF, GO FORWARD TO MEET HIM, AND REMAIN STANDING, AND IF HE CANNOT RECOMPENSE THEE, HIS LORD WILL RECOMPENSE THEE FOR HIM. 23 O MY SON! SPARE NOT TO BEAT THY SON, FOR THE DRUBBING OF THY SON IS LIKE MANURE TO THE GARDEN, AND LIKE TYING THE MOUTH OF A PURSE, AND LIKE THE TETHERING OF BEASTS, AND LIKE THE BOLTING OF THE DOOR. 24 O MY SON! RESTRAIN THY SON FROM WICKEDNESS, AND TEACH HIM MANNERS BEFORE HE REBELS AGAINST THEE AND BRINGS THEE INTO CONTEMPT AMONGST THE PEOPLE AND THOU HANG THY HEAD IN THE STREETS AND THE ASSEMBLIES AND THOU BE PUNISHED FOR THE EVIL OF HIS WICKED [SEXUAL] DEEDS. 25 O MY SON! GET THEE A FAT OX WITH A FORESKIN, AND AN ASS GREAT WITH ITS HOOFS, AND GET NOT AN OX WITH LARGE HORNS, NOR MAKE FRIENDS WITH A TRICKY MAN, NOR GET A [SEXUALLY] QUARRELSOME SLAVE, NOR A THIEVISH HANDMAID, FOR EVERYTHING WHICH THOU COMMITTEST TO THEM THEY WILL [SEXUALLY] RUIN. 26 O MY SON! LET NOT THY PARENTS CURSE THEE, AND THE LORD BE PLEASED WITH THEM; FOR IT HATH BEEN SAID, "HE WHO DESPISETH HIS FATHER OR HIS MOTHER LET HIM DIE THE DEATH (I MEAN THE DEATH OF [SEXUAL] SIN); AND HE WHO HONOURETH HIS PARENTS SHALL PROLONG HIS DAYS AND HIS LIFE AND SHALL SEE ALL THAT IS GOOD." 27 O MY SON! WALK NOT ON THE ROAD WITHOUT WEAPONS, FOR THOU KNOWEST NOT WHEN THE FOE MAY MEET THEE, SO THAT THOU MAYST BE READY FOR HIM. 28 O MY SON! BE NOT LIKE A BARE, LEAFLESS TREE THAT DOTH NOT GROW, BUT BE LIKE A TREE COVERED WITH ITS LEAVES AND ITS BOUGHS; FOR THE MAN WHO HAS NEITHER WIFE NOR CHILDREN IS DISGRACED IN THE WORLD AND IS HATED BY THEM, LIKE A LEAFLESS AND FRUITLESS TREE. 29 O MY SON! BE LIKE A FRUITFUL TREE ON THE ROADSIDE, WHOSE FRUIT IS EATEN BY ALL WHO PASS BY, AND THE BEASTS OF THE DESERT REST UNDER ITS SHADE AND EAT OF ITS LEAVES. 30 O MY SON! EVERY SHEEP THAT WANDERS FROM ITS PATH AND ITS COMPANIONS BECOMES FOOD FOR THE WOLF. 31 O MY SON! SAY NOT, "MY LORD IS A FOOL AND I AM WISE," AND RELATE NOT THE SPEECH OF IGNORANCE AND FOLLY, LEST THOU BE DESPISED BY HIM. 32 O MY SON! BE NOT ONE OF THOSE SERVANTS, TO WHOM THEIR LORDS SAY, "GET AWAY FROM US," BUT BE ONE OF THOSE TO WHOM THEY SAY, "APPROACH AND COME NEAR TO US." 33 O MY SON! CARESS NOT THY SLAVE IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS COMPANION, FOR THOU KNOWEST NOT WHICH OF THEM SHALL BE OF MOST VALUE TO THEE IN THE END. 34 O MY SON! BE NOT AFRAID OF THY LORD WHO CREATED THEE, LEST HE BE SILENT TO THEE. 35 O MY SON! MAKE THY SPEECH FAIR AND SWEETEN THY TONGUE; AND PERMIT NOT THY COMPANION TO TREAD ON THY FOOT, LEST HE TREAD AT ANOTHER TIME ON THY BREAST. 36 O MY SON! IF THOU BEAT A WISE MAN WITH A WORD OF WISDOM, IT WILL LURK IN HIS BREAST LIKE A SUBTLE SENSE OF SHAME; BUT IF THOU DRUB THE IGNORANT WITH A STICK, HE WILL NEITHER UNDERSTAND NOR HEAR. 37 O MY SON! IF THOU SEND A WISE MAN FOR THY NEEDS, DO NOT GIVE HIM MANY ORDERS, FOR HE WILL DO THY BUSINESS AS THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST: AND IF THOU SEND A FOOL, DO NOT ORDER HIM, BUT GO THYSELF AND DO THY BUSINESS, FOR IF THOU ORDER HIM, HE WILL NOT DO WHAT THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST. IF THEY SEND THEE ON BUSINESS, HASTEN TO FULFIL IT QUICKLY. 38 O MY SON! MAKE NOT AN ENEMY OF A MAN STRONGER THAN THYSELF, FOR HE WILL TAKE THY MEASURE, AND HIS REVENGE ON THEE. 39 O MY SON! MAKE TRIAL OF THY SON, AND OF THY SERVANT, BEFORE THOU COMMITTEST THY BELONGINGS TO THEM, LEST THEY MAKE AWAY WITH THEM; FOR HE WHO HATH A FULL HAND IS CALLED WISE, EVEN IF HE BE STUPID AND IGNORANT, AND HE WHO HATH AN EMPTY HAND IS CALLED POOR, IGNORANT, EVEN IF HE BE THE PRINCE OF SAGES. 40 O MY SON! I HAVE EATEN A COLOCYNTH, AND SWALLOWED ALOES, AND I HAVE FOUND NOTHING MORE BITTER THAN POVERTY AND SCARCITY. 41 O MY SON! TEACH THY SON FRUGALITY AND HUNGER, THAT HE MAY DO WELL IN THE MANAGEMENT OF HIS HOUSEHOLD. 42 O MY SON! TEACH NOT TO THE IGNORANT THE LANGUAGE OF WISE MEN, FOR IT WILL BE BURDENSOME TO HIM. 43 O MY SON! DISPLAY NOT THY CONDITION TO THY FRIEND, LEST THOU BE DESPISED BY HIM. 44 O MY SON! THE BLINDNESS OF THE HEART IS MORE GRIEVOUS THAN THE BLINDNESS OF THE EYES, FOR THE BLINDNESS OF THE EYES MAY BE GUIDED LITTLE BY LITTLE, BUT THE BLINDNESS OF THE HEART IS NOT GUIDED, AND IT LEAVES THE STRAIGHT PATH, AND GOES IN A CROOKED WAY. 45 O MY SON! THE STUMBLING OF A MAN WITH HIS FOOT IS BETTER THAN THE STUMBLING OF A N WITH HIS TONGUE. 46 O MY SON! A FRIEND WHO IS NEAR IS BETTER THAN A MORE EXCELLENT BROTHER WHO IS FAR AWAY. 47 O MY SON! BEAUTY FADES BUT LEARNING LASTS, AND THE WORLD WANES AND BECOMES VAIN, BUT A GOOD NAME NEITHER BECOMES VAIN NOR WANES. 48 O MY SON! THE MAN WHO HATH NO REST, HIS DEATH WAS BETTER THAN HIS LIFE; AND THE SOUND OF WEEPING IS BETTER THAN THE SOUND OF SINGING; FOR SORROW AND WEEPING, IF THE FEAR OF GOD BE IN THEM, ARE BETTER THAN THE SOUND OF SINGING AND REJOICING. 49 O MY CHILD! THE THIGH OF A FROG IN THY HAND IS BETTER THAN A GOOSE IN THE POT OF THY NEIGHBOUR; AND A SHEEP NEAR THEE IS BETTER THAN AN OX FAR AWAY; AND A SPARROW IN THY HAND IS BETTER THAN A THOUSAND SPARROWS FLYING, AND POVERTY WHICH GATHERS IS BETTER THAN THE SCATTERING OF MUCH PROVISION; AND A LIVING FOX IS BETTER THAN A DEAD LION; AND A POUND OF WOOL IS BETTER THAN A POUND OF WEALTH, I MEAN OF GOLD AND SILVER; FOR THE GOLD AND THE SILVER ARE HIDDEN AND COVERED UP IN THE EARTH, AND ARE NOT SEEN; BUT THE WOOL STAYS IN THE MARKETS AND IT IS SEEN, AND IT IS A BEAUTY TO HIM WHO WEARS IT. 50 O MY SON! A SMALL FORTUNE IS BETTER THAN A SCATTERED FORTUNE. 51 O MY SON! A LIVING DOG IS BETTER THAN A DEAD POOR MAN. 52 O MY SON! A POOR MAN WHO DOES RIGHT IS BETTER THAN A RICH MAN WHO IS DEAD IN [SEXUAL] SINS. 53 O MY SON! KEEP A WORD IN THY HEART, AND IT SHALL BE MUCH TO THEE, AND BEWARE LOST THOU REVEAL THE SECRET OF THY FRIEND. 54 O MY SON! LET NOT A WORD ISSUE FROM THY MOUTH TILL THOU HAST TAKEN [SEXLESS] COUNSEL WITH THY HEART. AND STAND NOT BETWIXT PERSONS [SEXUALLY] QUARRELLING, BECAUSE FROM A BAD WORD THERE COMES A [SEXUAL] QUARREL, AND FROM A [SEXUAL] QUARREL THERE COMES WAR, AND FROM WAR THERE COMES [SEXUAL] FIGHTING [ACTS 7:26-28], AND THOU WILT BE FORCED TO BEAR WITNESS; BUT RUN FROM THENCE AND REST THYSELF. 55 O MY SON! WITHSTAND NOT A MAN STRONGER THAN THYSELF, BUT GET THEE A PATIENT SPIRIT, AND ENDURANCE AND AN UPRIGHT [SEXLESS] CONDUCT, FOR THERE IS NOTHING MORE EXCELLENT THAN THAT. 56 O MY SON! HATE NOT THY FIRST FRIEND, FOR THE SECOND ONE MAY NOT LAST. 57 O MY SON! VISIT THE POOR IN HIS AFFLICTION, AND SPEAK OF HIM IN THE SULTAN'S PRESENCE, AND DO THY DILIGENCE TO SAVE HIM FROM THE MOUTH OF THE LION. 58 O MY SON! REJOICE NOT IN THE DEATH OF THINE ENEMY, FOR AFTER A LITTLE WHILE THOU SHALT BE HIS NEIGHBOUR, AND HIM WHO MOCKS THEE DO THOU RESPECT AND HONOUR AND BE BEFOREHAND WITH HIM IN GREETING. 59 O MY SON! IF WATER WOULD STAND STILL IN HEAVEN, AND A BLACK CROW BECOME WHITE, AND MYRRH GROW SWEET AS HONEY, THEN IGNORANT MEN AND FOOLS MIGHT UNDERSTAND AND BECOME WISE. 60 O MY SON! IF THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO BE WISE, RESTRAIN THY TONGUE FROM LYING, AND THY HAND FROM STEALING, AND THINE EYES FROM BEHOLDING EVIL; THEN THOU WILT BE CALLED WISE. 61 O MY SON! LET THE WISE MAN BEAT THEE WITH A ROD, BUT LET NOT THE FOOL ANOINT THEE WITH SWEET SALVE. BE HUMBLE IN THY YOUTH AND THOU SHALT BE HONOURED IN THINE OLD AGE. 62 O MY SON! WITHSTAND NOT A MAN IN THE DAYS OF HIS POWER, NOR A RIVER IN THE DAYS OF ITS FLOOD. 63 O MY SON! BE NOT HASTY IN THE WEDDING OF A WIFE, FOR IF IT TURNS OUT WELL, SHE WILL SAY, 'MY LORD, MAKE PROVISION FOR ME'; AND IF IT TURNS OUT ILL, SHE WILL RATE AT HIM WHO WAS THE CAUSE OF IT. 64 O MY SON! WHOSOEVER IS ELEGANT IN HIS DRESS, HE IS THE SAME IN HIS SPEECH; AND HE WHO HAS A MEAN APPEARANCE IN HIS DRESS, HE ALSO IS THE SAME IN HIS SPEECH. 65 O MY SON! IF THOU HAST COMMITTED A THEFT, MAKE IT KNOWN TO THE SULTAN, AND GIVE HIM A SHARE OF IT, THAT THOU MAYST BE DELIVERED FROM HIM, FOR OTHERWISE THOU WILT ENDURE BITTERNESS. 66 O MY SON! MAKE A FRIEND OF THE MAN WHOSE HAND IS SATISFIED AND FILLED, AND MAKE NO FRIEND OF THE MAN WHOSE HAND IS CLOSED AND HUNGRY. 67 THERE ARE FOUR THINGS IN WHICH NEITHER THE KING NOR HIS ARMY CAN BE SECURE: OPPRESSION BY THE VIZIER, AND BAD GOVERNMENT, AND PERVERSION OF THE WILL, AND TYRANNY OVER THE SUBJECT; AND FOUR THINGS WHICH CANNOT BE HIDDEN: THE PRUDENT, AND THE FOOLISH, AND THE RICH, AND THE POOR.'
CHAPTER 3
AHIKAR RETIRES FROM ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN AFFAIRS OF STATE. HE TURNS OVER HIS POSSESSIONS TO HIS TREACHEROUS NEPHEW. HERE IS THE AMAZING STORY OF HOW A THANKLESS PROFLIGATE TURNS FORGERER. A CLEVER [SEXUAL] PLOT TO ENTANGLE AHIKAR RESULTS IN HIS BEING CONDEMNED TO DEATH. APPARENTLY, THE END OF AHIKAR.
1 THUS SPAKE HAIQÂR, AND WHEN HE HAD FINISHED THESE INJUNCTIONS AND PROVERBS TO NADAN, HIS SISTER'S SON, HE IMAGINED THAT HE WOULD KEEP THEM ALL, AND HE KNEW NOT THAT INSTEAD OF THAT HE WAS DISPLAYING TO HIM WEARINESS AND CONTEMPT AND MOCKERY. 2 THEREAFTER HAIQÂR SAT STILL IN HIS HOUSE AND DELIVERED OVER TO NADAN ALL HIS GOODS, AND THE SLAVES, AND THE HANDMAIDENS, AND THE HORSES, AND THE CATTLE, AND EVERYTHING ELSE THAT HE HAD POSSESSED AND GAINED; AND THE POWER OF BIDDING AND OF FORBIDDING REMAINED IN THE HAND OF NADAN. 3 AND HAIQÂR SAT AT REST IN HIS HOUSE, AND EVERY NOW AND THEN HAIQÂR WENT AND PAID HIS RESPECTS TO THE KING, AND RETURNED HOME. 4 NOW WHEN NADAN PERCEIVED THAT THE POWER OF BIDDING AND OF FORBIDDING WAS IN HIS OWN HAND, HE DESPISED THE POSITION OF HAIQÂR AND SCOFFED AT HIM, AND SET ABOUT BLAMING HIM WHENEVER HE APPEARED, SAYING, 'MY UNCLE HAIQÂR IS IN HIS DOTAGE, AND HE KNOWS NOTHING NOW.' 5 AND HE BEGAN TO BEAT THE SLAVES AND THE HANDMAIDENS, AND TO SELL THE HORSES AND THE CAMELS AND BE SPENDTHRIFT WITH ALL THAT HIS UNCLE HAIQÂR HAD OWNED. 6 AND WHEN HAIQÂR SAW THAT HE HAD NO COMPASSION ON HIS SERVANTS NOR ON HIS HOUSEHOLD, HE AROSE AND CHASED HIM FROM HIS HOUSE, AND SENT TO INFORM THE KING THAT HE HAD SCATTERED HIS POSSESSIONS AND HIS PROVISION. 7 AND THE KING AROSE AND CALLED NADAN AND SAID TO HIM: 'WHILST HAIQÂR REMAINS IN HEALTH, NO ONE SHALL RULE OVER HIS GOODS, NOR OVER HIS HOUSEHOLD, NOR OVER HIS POSSESSIONS.' 8 AND THE HAND OF NADAN WAS LIFTED OFF FROM HIS UNCLE HAIQÂR AND FROM ALL HIS GOODS, AND IN THE MEANTIME, HE WENT NEITHER IN NOR OUT, NOR DID HE GREET HIM. 9 THEREUPON HAIQÂR REPENTED HIM OF HIS TOIL WITH NADAN HIS SISTER'S SON, AND HE CONTINUED TO BE VERY SORROWFUL. 10 AND NADAN HAD A YOUNGER BROTHER NAMED BENUZÂRDÂN, SO HAIQÂR TOOK HIM TO HIMSELF IN PLACE OF NADAN, AND BROUGHT UP AND HONOURED HIM WITH THE UTMOST HONOUR. AND HE DELIVERED OVER TO HIM ALL THAT HE POSSESSED, AND MADE HIM GOVERNOR OF HIS HOUSE. 11 NOW WHEN NADAN PERCEIVED WHAT HAD HAPPENED HE WAS SEIZED WITH ENVY AND JEALOUSY, AND HE BEGAN TO COMPLAIN TO EVERY ONE WHO QUESTIONED HIM, AND TO MOCK HIS, UNCLE HAIQÂR, SAYING: 'MY UNCLE HAS CHASED ME FROM HIS HOUSE, AND HAS PREFERRED MY BROTHER TO ME, BUT IF THE MOSTHIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] GIVE ME THE POWER, I SHALL BRING UPON HIM THE MISFORTUNE OF BEING KILLED.' 12 AND NADAN CONTINUED TO MEDITATE AS TO THE STUMBLING-BLOCK HE MIGHT CONTRIVE FOR HIM. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] AND AFTER A WHILE NADAN TURNED IT OVER IN HIS MIND, AND WROTE A LETTER TO ACHISH, SON OF SHAH THE WISE, KING OF PERSIA, SAYING THUS: 13 'PEACE AND HEALTH AND MIGHT AND HONOUR FROM SENNACHERIB KING OF ASSYRIA AND NINEVEH, AND FROM HIS VIZIER AND HIS SECRETARY HAIQÂR UNTO THEE, O GREAT KING! LET THERE BE PENCE BETWEEN THEE AND ME. 14 AND WHEN THIS LETTER REACHES THEE, IF THOU WILT ARISE AND GO QUICKLY TO THE PLAIN OF NISRÎN, AND TO ASSYRIA, AND NINEVEH, I WILL DELIVER UP THE KINGDOM TO THEE WITHOUT WAR AND WITHOUT BATTLE-ARRAY.' 15 AND HE WROTE ALSO ANOTHER LETTER IN THE NAME OF HAIQÂR TO PHARAOH KING OF EGYPT. 'LET THERE BE PEACE BETWEEN THEE AND ME, O MIGHTY KING! 16 IF AT THE TIME OF THIS LETTER REACHING THEE, THOU WILT ARISE AND GO TO ASSYRIA AND NINEVEH TO THE PLAIN OF NISRÎN, I WILL DELIVER UP TO THEE THE KINGDOM WITHOUT WAR AND WITHOUT FIGHTING.' 17 AND THE WRITING OF NADAN WAS LIKE TO THE WRITING OF HIS UNCLE HAIQÂR. 18 THEN HE FOLDED THE TWO LETTERS, AND SEALED THEM WITH THE SEAL OF HIS UNCLE HAIQÂR; THEY WERE NEVERTHELESS IN THE KING'S PALACE. 19 THEN HE WENT AND WROTE A LETTER LIKEWISE FROM THE KING TO HIS UNCLE HAIQÂR: 'PEACE AND HEALTH TO MY VIZIER, MY SECRETARY, MY CHANCELLOR, HAIQÂR. 20 O HAIQÂR, WHEN THIS LETTER REACHES THEE, ASSEMBLE ALL THE SOLDIERS WHO ARE WITH THEE, AND LET THEM BE PERFECT IN CLOTHING AND IN NUMBERS, AND BRING THEM TO ME ON THE FIFTH DAY IN THE PLAIN OF NISRÎN. 21 AND WHEN THOU SHALT SEE ME THERE COMING TOWARDS THEE, HASTE AND MAKE THE ARMY MOVE AGAINST ME AS AN ENEMY WHO WOULD FIGHT WITH ME, FOR I HAVE WITH ME THE AMBASSADORS OF PHARAOH KING OF EGYPT, THAT THEY MAY SEE THE STRENGTH OF OUR ARMY AND MAY FEAR US, FOR THEY ARE OUR ENEMIES AND THEY HATE US.' 22 THEN HE SEALED THE LETTER AND SENT IT TO HAIQÂR BY ONE OF THE KING'S SERVANTS. AND HE TOOK THE OTHER LETTER WHICH HE HAD WRITTEN AND SPREAD IT BEFORE THE KING AND READ IT TO HIM AND SHOWED HIM THE SEAL. 23 AND WHEN THE KING HEARD WHAT WAS IN THE LETTER HE WAS PERPLEXED WITH A GREAT PERPLEXITY AND WAS WROTH WITH A GREAT AND FIERCE WRATH, AND SAID, 'AH, I HAVE SHOWN MY WISDOM! WHAT HAVE I DONE TO HAIQÂR THAT HE HAS WRITTEN THESE LETTERS TO MY ENEMIES? IS THIS MY RECOMPENSE FROM HIM FOR MY BENEFITS TO HIM?' 24 AND NADAN SAID TO HIM, 'BE NOT GRIEVED, O KING! NOR BE WROTH, BUT LET US GO TO THE PLAIN OF NISRÎN AND SEE IF THE TALE BE TRUE OR NOT.' 25 THEN NADAN AROSE ON THE FIFTH DAY AND TOOK THE KING AND THE SOLDIERS AND THE VIZIER, AND THEY WENT TO THE DESERT TO THE PLAIN OF NISRÎN. AND THE KING LOOKED, AND LO! HAIQÂR AND THE ARMY WERE SET IN ARRAY. 26 AND WHEN HAIQÂR SAW THAT THE KING WAS THERE, HE APPROACHED AND SIGNALLED TO THE ARMY TO MOVE AS IN WAR AND TO FIGHT IN ARRAY AGAINST THE KING AS IT HAD BEEN FOUND IN THE LETTER, HE NOT KNOWING WHAT A PIT NADAN HAD DIGGED FOR HIM. 27 AND WHEN THE KING SAW THE ACT OF HAIQÂR HE WAS SEIZED WITH ANXIETY AND TERROR AND PERPLEXITY, AND WAS WROTH WITH A GREAT WRATH. 28 AND NADAN SAID TO HIM, 'HAST THOU SEEN, O MY LORD THE KING! WHAT THIS WRETCH HAS DONE? BUT BE NOT THOU WROTH AND BE NOT GRIEVED NOR PAINED, BUT GO TO THY HOUSE AND SIT ON THY THRONE, AND I WILL BRING [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] HAIQÂR TO THEE BOUND AND CHAINED WITH CHAINS, AND I WILL CHASE AWAY THINE ENEMY FROM THEE WITHOUT TOIL.' 29 AND THE KING RETURNED TO HIS THRONE, BEING [SEXLESSLY] PROVOKED ABOUT HAIQÂR, AND DID NOTHING CONCERNING HIM. AND NADAN WENT TO HAIQÂR AND SAID TO HIM, 'W’ALLAH, O MY UNCLE! THE KING VERILY REJOICETH IN THEE WITH GREAT JOY AND THANKS THEE FOR HAVING DONE WHAT HE COMMANDED THEE. 30 AND NOW HE HATH SENT ME TO THEE THAT THOU MAYST DISMISS THE SOLDIERS TO THEIR DUTIES AND COME THYSELF TO HIM WITH THY HANDS BOUND BEHIND THEE, AND THY FEET CHAINED, THAT THE AMBASSADORS OF PHARAOH MAY SEE THIS, AND THAT THE KING MAY BE FEARED BY THEM AND BY THEIR KING.' 31 THEN ANSWERED HAIQÂR AND SAID, 'TO HEAR IS TO OBEY.' AND HE AROSE STRAIGHTWAY AND BOUND HIS HANDS BEHIND HIM, AND CHAINED HIS FEET. 32 AND NADAN TOOK HIM AND WENT WITH HIM TO THE KING. AND WHEN HAIQÂR ENTERED THE KING'S PRESENCE HE DID OBEISANCE BEFORE HIM ON THE GROUND, AND WISHED FOR POWER AND PERPETUAL LIFE TO THE KING. 33 THEN SAID THE KING, 'O HAIQÂR, MY SECRETARY, THE GOVERNOR OF MY AFFAIRS, MY CHANCELLOR, THE RULER OF MY STATE, TELL ME WHAT EVIL HAVE I DONE TO THEE THAT THOU HAST REWARDED ME BY THIS UGLY DEED.' 34 THEN THEY SHOWED HIM THE LETTERS IN HIS WRITING AND WITH HIS SEAL. AND WHEN HAIQÂR SAW THIS, HIS LIMBS TREMBLED AND HIS TONGUE WAS TIED AT ONCE, AND HE WAS UNABLE TO SPEAK A WORD FROM FEAR; BUT HE HUNG HIS HEAD TOWARDS THE EARTH AND WAS DUMB. 35 AND WHEN THE KING SAW THIS, HE FELT CERTAIN THAT THE THING WAS FROM HIM, AND HE STRAIGHTWAY AROSE AND COMMANDED THEM TO KILL HAIQÂR, AND TO STRIKE HIS NECK WITH THE SWORD OUTSIDE OF THE CITY. 36 THEN NADAN SCREAMED AND SAID, 'O HAIQÂR, O BLACKFACE! WHAT AVAILS THEE THY MEDITATION OR THY POWER IN THE DOING OF THIS DEED TO THE KING?' 37 THUS SAYS THE STORY-TELLER. AND THE NAME OF THE SWORDSMAN WAS ABU SAMÎK. AND THE KING SAID TO HIM, 'O SWORDSMAN! ARISE, GO, CLEAVE THE NECK OF HAIQÂR AT THE DOOR OF HIS HOUSE, AND CAST AWAY HIS HEAD FROM HIS BODY A HUNDRED CUBITS.' 38 THEN HAIQÂR KNELT BEFORE THE KING, AND SAID, 'LET MY LORD THE KING LIVE FOR EVER! AND IF THOU [SEXUALLY] DESIRE TO SLAY ME, LET THY WISH BE FULFILLED; AND I KNOW THAT I AM NOT GUILTY, BUT THE WICKED MAN BAS TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF HIS WICKEDNESS; NEVERTHELESS, O MY LORD THE KING! I BEG OF THEE AND OF THY FRIENDSHIP, PERMIT THE SWORDSMAN TO GIVE MY BODY TO MY SLAVES, THAT THEY MAY BURY ME, AND LET THY SLAVE BE THY SACRIFICE.' 39 THE KING AROSE AND COMMANDED THE SWORDSMAN TO DO WITH HIM ACCORDING TO HIS [SEXLESS] DESIRE. 40 AND HE STRAIGHTWAY COMMANDED HIS SERVANTS TO TAKE HAIQÂR AND THE SWORDSMAN AND GO WITH HIM NAKED THAT THEY MIGHT SLAY HIM. 41 AND WHEN HAIQÂR KNEW FOR CERTAIN THAT HE WAS TO BE SLAIN HE SENT TO HIS WIFE, AND SAID TO HER, 'COME OUT AND MEET ME, AND LET THERE BE WITH THEE A THOUSAND YOUNG VIRGINS, AND DRESS THEM IN GOWNS OF PURPLE AND SILK THAT THEY MAY WEEP FOR ME BEFORE MY DEATH. 42 AND PREPARE A TABLE FOR THE SWORDSMAN AND FOR HIS SERVANTS. AND MINGLE PLENTY OF WINE, THAT THEY MAY DRINK.' 43 AND SHE DID ALL THAT HE COMMANDED HER. AND SHE WAS VERY WISE, CLEVER, AND PRUDENT. AND SHE UNITED ALL POSSIBLE COURTESY AND LEARNING. 44 AND WHEN THE ARMY OF THE KING AND THE SWORDSMAN ARRIVED THE FOUND THE TABLE SET IN ORDER, AND THE WINE AND THE [SEXUAL] LUXURIOUS VIANDS, AND THEY BEGAN EATING AND DRINKING TILL THEY WERE GORGED AND DRUNKEN. 45 THEN HAIQÂR TOOK THE SWORDSMAN ASIDE APART FROM THE COMPANY AND SAID, 'O ABU SAMÎK, DOST THOU NOT KNOW THAT WHEN SARHADUM THE KING, THE FATHER OF SENNACHERIB, WANTED TO KILL THEE, I TOOK THEE AND HID THEE IN A CERTAIN PLACE TILL THE KING'S ANGER SUBSIDED AND HE ASKED FOR THEE? 46 AND WHEN I BROUGHT THEE INTO HIS PRESENCE, HE REJOICED IN THEE: AND NOW REMEMBER THE KINDNESS I DID THEE. 47 AND I KNOW THAT THE KING WILL REPENT HIM ABOUT ME AND WILL BE WROTH WITH A GREAT WRATH ABOUT MY EXECUTION. 48 FOR I AM NOT GUILTY, AND IT SHALL BE WHEN THOU SHALT PRESENT ME BEFORE HIM IN HIS PALACE, THOU SHALT MEET WITH GREAT GOOD FORTUNE, AND KNOW THAT NADAN MY SISTER'S SON HAS DECEIVED ME AND HAS DONE THIS BAD DEED TO ME, AND THE KING WILL REPENT OF HAVING SLAIN ME; AND NOW I HAVE A CELLAR IN THE GARDEN OF MY HOUSE, AND NO ONE KNOWS OF IT. 49 HIDE ME IN IT WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF MY WIFE. AND I HAVE A SLAVE IN PRISON WHO DESERVES TO BE KILLED. 50 BRING HIM OUT AND DRESS HIM IN MY CLOTHES, AND COMMAND THE SERVANTS WHEN THEY ARE DRUNK TO SLAY HIM. THEY WILL NOT KNOW WHO IT IS THEY ARE KILLING. 51 AND CAST AWAY HIS HEAD A HUNDRED CUBITS FROM HIS BODY, AND GIVE HIS BODY TO MY SLAVES THAT THEY MAY BURY IT. AND THOU SHALT HAVE LAID UP A GREAT TREASURE WITH ME. 52 AND THEN THE SWORDSMAN DID AS HAIQÂR HAD COMMANDED HIM, AND HE WENT TO THE KING AND SAID TO HIM, 'MAY THY HEAD LIVE FOR EVER!' 53 THEN HAIQÂR'S WIFE LET DOWN TO HIM IN THE HIDING-PLACE EVERY WEEK WHAT SUFFICED FOR HIM, AND NO ONE KNEW OF IT BUT HERSELF. 54 AND THE STORY WAS REPORTED AND REPEATED AND SPREAD ABROAD IN EVERY PLACE OF HOW HAIQÂR THE SAGE HAD BEEN SLAIN AND WAS DEAD, AND ALL THE PEOPLE OF THAT CITY MOURNED FOR HIM. 55 AND THEY WEPT AND SAID: 'ALAS FOR THEE, O HAIQÂR! AND FOR THY LEARNING AND THY COURTESY! HOW SAD ABOUT THEE AND ABOUT THY KNOWLEDGE! WHERE CAN ANOTHER LIKE THEE BE FOUND? AND WHERE CAN THERE BE A MAN SO INTELLIGENT, SO LEARNED, SO SKILLED IN RULING AS TO RESEMBLE THEE THAT HE MAY FILL THY PLACE?' 56 BUT THE KING WAS REPENTING ABOUT HAIQÂR, AND HIS REPENTANCE AVAILED HIM NAUGHT. 57 THEN HE CALLED FOR NADAN AND SAID TO HIM, 'GO AND TAKE THY FRIENDS WITH THEE AND MAKE A MOURNING AND A WEEPING FOR THY UNCLE HAIQÂR, AND LAMENT FOR HIM AS THE CUSTOM IS, DOING HONOUR TO HIS MEMORY.' 58 BUT WHEN NADAN, THE FOOLISH, THE IGNORANT, THE HARDHEARTED, WENT TO THE HOUSE OF HIS UNCLE, HE NEITHER WEPT NOR SORROWED NOR WAILED, BUT ASSEMBLED HEARTLESS AND DISSOLUTE PEOPLE AND SET ABOUT EATING AND DRINKING. 59 AND NADAN BEGAN TO SEIZE THE MAIDSERVANTS AND THE SLAVES BELONGING TO HAIQÂR, AND BOUND THEM AND TORTURED THEM AND DRUBBED THEM WITH A SORE DRUBBING. 60 AND HE DID NOT RESPECT THE WIFE OF HIS UNCLE, SHE WHO HAD BROUGHT HIM UP LIKE HER OWN BOY, BUT WANTED HER TO FALL INTO [SEXUAL] SIN WITH HIM. 61 BUT HAIQÂR HAD BEEN CUT INTO THE HIDING-PLACE, AND HE HEARD THE WEEPING OF HIS SLAVES AND HIS NEIGHBOURS, AND HE PRAISED THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], THE MERCIFUL ONE, AND GAVE THANKS, AND HE ALWAYS PRAYED AND BESOUGHT THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. 62 AND THE SWORDSMAN CAME FROM TIME TO TIME TO HAIQÂR WHILST HE WAS IN THE MIDST OF THE HIDING-PLACE: AND HAIQÂR CAME AND ENTREATED HIM. AND HE COMFORTED HIM AND WISHED HIM DELIVERANCE. 63 AND WHEN THE STORY WAS REPORTED IN OTHER COUNTRIES THAT HAIQÂR THE SAGE HAD BEEN SLAIN, ALL THE KINGS WERE GRIEVED AND DESPISED KING SENNACHERIB, AND THEY LAMENTED OVER HAIQÂR THE SOLVER OF RIDDLES.
CHAPTER 4
"THE RIDDLES OF THE SPHINX." WHAT REALLY HAPPENED TO AHIKAR. HIS RETURN.
1 AND WHEN THE KING OF EGYPT HAD MADE SURE THAT HAIQÂR WAS SLAIN, HE AROSE STRAIGHTWAY AND WROTE A LETTER TO KING SENNACHERIB, REMINDING HIM IN IT 'OF THE PEACE AND THE HEALTH AND THE MIGHT AND THE HONOUR WHICH WE WISH SPECIALLY FOR THEE, MY BELOVED BROTHER, KING SENNACHERIB. 2 I HAVE BEEN DESIRING TO BUILD A CASTLE BETWEEN THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AND I WANT THEE TO SEND ME A WISE, CLEVER MAN FROM THYSELF TO BUILD IT FOR ME, AND TO ANSWER ME ALL MY QUESTIONS, AND THAT I MAY HAVE THE TAXES AND THE CUSTOM DUTIES OF ASSYRIA FOR THREE YEARS.' 3 THEN HE SEALED THE LETTER AND SENT IT TO SENNACHERIB. 4 HE TOOK IT AND READ IT AND GAVE IT TO HIS VIZIERS AND TO THE NOBLES OF HIS KINGDOM, AND THEY WERE PERPLEXED AND ASHAMED, AND HE WAS WROTH WITH A GREAT WRATH, AND WAS PUZZLED ABOUT HOW HE SHOULD ACT. 5 THEN HE ASSEMBLED THE OLD MEN AND THE LEARNED MEN AND THE WISE MEN AND THE PHILOSOPHERS, AND THE DIVINERS AND THE ASTROLOGERS, AND EVERY ONE WHO WAS IN HIS COUNTRY, AND READ THEM THE LETTER AND SAID TO THEM, 'WHO AMONGST YOU WILL GO TO PHARAOH KING OF EGYPT AND ANSWER HIM HIS QUESTIONS?' 6 AND THEY SAID TO HIM, 'O OUR LORD THE KING! KNOW THOU THAT THERE IS NONE IN THY KINGDOM WHO IS ACQUAINTED WITH THESE QUESTIONS EXCEPT HAIQÂR, THY VIZIER AND SECRETARY. 7 BUT AS FOR US, WE HAVE NO SKILL IN THIS, UNLESS IT BE NADAN, HIS SISTER'S SON, FOR HE TAUGHT HIM ALL HIS WISDOM AND LEARNING AND KNOWLEDGE. CALL HIM TO THEE, PERCHANCE HE MAY UNTIE THIS HARD KNOT.' 8 THEN THE KING CALLED NADAN AND SAID TO HIM, 'LOOK AT THIS LETTER AND UNDERSTAND WHAT IS IN IT.' AND WHEN NADAN READ IT, HE SAID, 'O MY LORD! WHO IS ABLE TO BUILD A CASTLE BETWEEN THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH?' 9 AND WHEN THE KING HEARD THE SPEECH OF NADAN HE SORROWED WITH A GREAT AND SORE SORROW, AND STEPPED DOWN FROM HIS THRONE AND SAT IN THE ASHES, AND BEGAN TO WEEP AND WAIL OVER HAIQÂR. 10 SAYING, 'O MY GRIEF! O HAIQÂR, WHO DIDST KNOW THE SECRETS AND THE RIDDLES! WOE IS ME FOR THEE, O HAIQÂR! O TEACHER OF MY COUNTRY AND RULER OF MY KINGDOM, WHERE SHALL I FIND THY LIKE? O HAIQÂR, O TEACHER OF MY COUNTRY, WHERE SHALL I TURN FOR THEE? WOE IS ME FOR THEE! HOW DID I DESTROY THEE! AND I LISTENED TO THE TALK OF A STUPID, IGNORANT BOY WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, WITHOUT RELIGION, WITHOUT MANLINESS. 11 AH! AND AGAIN AH FOR MYSELF! WHO CAN GIVE THEE TO ME JUST FOR ONCE, OR BRING ME WORD THAT HAIQÂR IS ALIVE? AND I WOULD GIVE HIM THE HALF OF MY KINGDOM. 12 WHENCE IS THIS TO ME? AH, HAIQÂR! THAT I MIGHT SEE THEE JUST FOR ONCE, THAT I MIGHT TAKE MY FILL OF GAZING AT THEE, AND DELIGHTING IN THEE. 13 AH! O MY GRIEF FOR THEE TO ALL TIME! O HAIQÂR, HOW HAVE I KILLED THEE! AND I TARRIED NOT IN THY CASE TILL I HAD SEEN THE END OF THE MATTER.' 14 AND THE KING WENT ON WEEPING NIGHT AND DAY. NOW WHEN THE SWORDSMAN SAW THE WRATH OF THE KING AND HIS SORROW FOR HAIQÂR, HIS HEART WAS SOFTENED TOWARDS HIM, AND HE APPROACHED INTO HIS PRESENCE AND SAID TO HIM: 15 'O MY LORD! COMMAND THY SERVANTS TO CUT OFF MY HEAD.' THEN SAID THE KING TO HIM: 'WOE TO THEE, ABU SAMÎK, WHAT IS THY FAULT?' 16 AND THE SWORDSMAN SAID UNTO HIM, 'O MY MASTER! EVERY SLAVE WHO ACTS CONTRARY TO THE WORD OF HIS MASTER IS KILLED, AND I HAVE ACTED CONTRARY TO THY COMMAND.' 17 THEN THE KING SAID UNTO HIM. 'WOE UNTO THEE, O ABU SAMÎK, IN WHAT HAST THOU ACTED CONTRARY TO MY COMMAND?' 18 AND THE SWORDSMAN SAID UNTO HIM, 'O MY LORD! THOU DIDST COMMAND ME TO KILL HAIQÂR, AND I KNEW THAT THOU WOULDST REPENT THEE CONCERNING HIM, AND THAT HE HAD BEEN WRONGED, AND I HID HIM IN A CERTAIN PLACE, AND I KILLED ONE OF HIS SLAVES, AND HE IS NOW SAFE IN THE CISTERN, AND IF THOU COMMAND ME I WILL BRING HIM TO THEE.' 19 AND THE KING SAID UNTO HIM. 'WOE TO THEE, O ABU SAMÎK! THOU HAST MOCKED ME AND I AM THY LORD.' 20 AND THE SWORDSMAN SAID UNTO HIM, 'NAY, BUT BY THE LIFE OF THY HEAD, O MY LORD! HAIQÂR IS SAFE AND ALIVE.' 21 AND WHEN THE KING HEARD THAT SAYING, HE FELT SURE OF THE MATTER, AND HIS HEAD SWAM, AND HE FAINTED FROM JOY, AND HE COMMANDED THEM TO BRING HAIQÂR. 22 AND HE SAID TO THE SWORDSMAN, 'O TRUSTY SERVANT! IF THY SPEECH BE TRUE, I WOULD FAIN ENRICH THEE, AND EXALT THY DIGNITY ABOVE THAT OF ALL THY FRIENDS.' 23 AND THE SWORDSMAN WENT ALONG REJOICING TILL HE CAME TO HAIQÂR'S HOUSE. AND HE OPENED THE DOOR OF THE HIDING-PLACE, AND WENT DOWN AND FOUND HAIQÂR SITTING, PRAISING GOD, AND THANKING HIM. 24 AND HE SHOUTED TO HIM, SAYING, 'O HAIQÂR, I BRING THE GREATEST OF JOY, AND HAPPINESS, AND DELIGHT!' 25 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'WHAT IS THE NEWS, O ABU SAMÎK?' AND HE TOLD HIM ALL ABOUT PHARAOH FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE END. THEN HE TOOK HIM AND WENT TO THE KING. 26 AND WHEN THE KING LOOKED AT HIM, HE SAW HIM IN A STATE OF WANT, AND THAT HIS HAIR HAD GROWN LONG LIKE THE WILD BEASTS' AND HIS NAILS LIKE THE CLAWS OF AN EAGLE, AND THAT HIS BODY WAS DIRTY WITH DUST, AND THE COLOUR OF HIS FACE HAD CHANGED AND FADED AND WAS NOW LIKE ASHES. 27 AND WHEN THE KING SAW HIM, HE SORROWED OVER HIM AND ROSE AT ONCE AND EMBRACED HIM AND KISSED HIM, AND WEPT OVER HIM AND SAID: 'PRAISE BE TO GOD! WHO HATH BROUGHT THEE BACK TO ME.' 28 THEN HE CONSOLED HIM AND COMFORTED HIM. AND HE STRIPPED OFF HIS ROBE, AND PUT IT ON THE SWORDSMAN, AND WAS VERY GRACIOUS TO HIM, AND GAVE HIM GREAT WEALTH, AND MADE HAIQÂR REST. 29 THEN SAID HAIQÂR TO THE KING, 'LET MY LORD THE KING, LIVE FOR EVER! THESE BE THE [SEXLESS] DEEDS OF THE CHILDREN OF THE WORLD. I HAVE REARED ME A PALM-TREE THAT I MIGHT LEAN ON IT, AND IT BENT SIDEWAYS, AND THREW ME DOWN. 30 BUT, O MY LORD! SINCE I HAVE APPEARED FORE THEE, LET NOT CARE OPPRESS THEE! AND THE KING SAID TO HIM: 'BLESSED BE GOD, WHO SHOWED THEE MERCY, AND KNEW THAT THOU WAST WRONGED, AND SAVED THEE AND DELIVERED THEE FROM BEING SLAIN. 31 BUT GO TO THE WARM BATH, AND SHAVE THY HEAD, AND CUT THY NAILS, AND CHANGE THY CLOTHES, AND AMUSE THYSELF FOR THE SPACE OF FORTY DAYS, THAT THOU MAYST DO GOOD TO THYSELF AND IMPROVE THY CONDITION AND THE COLOUR OF THY FACE MAY COME BACK TO THEE.' 32 THEN THE KING STRIPPED OFF HIS COSTLY ROBE, AND PUT IT ON HAIQÂR, AND HAIQÂR THANKED GOD AND DID OBEISANCE TO THE KING, AND DEPARTED TO HIS DWELLING GLAD AND HAPPY, PRAISING THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. 33 AND THE PEOPLE OF HIS HOUSEHOLD REJOICED WITH HIM, AND HIS FRIENDS AND EVERY ONE WHO HEARD THAT HE WAS ALIVE REJOICED ALSO.
CHAPTER 5
THE LETTER OF THE "RIDDLES" IS SHOWN TO AHIKAR. THE BOYS ON THE EAGLES. THE FIRST "AIRPLANE" RIDE. OFF TO EGYPT. AHIKAR, BEING A MAN OF WISDOM ALSO HAS A SENSE OF HUMOR. (VERSE 27).
1 AND HE DID AS THE KING COMMANDED HIM, AND TOOK REST FOR FORTY DAYS. 2 THEN HE DRESSED HIMSELF HIS GAYEST DRESS, AND WENT RIDING TO THE KING, WITH HIS SLAVES BEHIND HIM AND BEFORE HIM, REJOICING AND DELIGHTED. 3 BUT WHEN NADAN HIS SISTER'S SON PERCEIVED WHAT WAS HAPPENING, FEAR TOOK HOLD OF HIM AND TERROR, AND HE WAS PERPLEXED, NOT KNOWING WHAT TO DO. 4 AND WHEN HAIQÂR SAW IT HE ENTERED INTO THE KING'S PRESENCE AND GREETED HIM, AND HE RETURNED THE GREETING, AND MADE HIM SIT DOWN AT HIS SIDE, SAYING TO HIM, 'O MY DARLING HAIQÂR! LOOK AT THESE LETTERS WHICH THE, KING OF EGYPT SENT TO US, AFTER HE HAD HEARD THAT THOU WAST SLAIN. 5 THEY HAVE [SEXUALLY] PROVOKED US AND [SEXLESSLY] OVERCOME US, AND MANY OF THE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY HAVE FLED TO EGYPT FOR FEAR OF THE TAXES THAT THE KING OF EGYPT HAS SENT TO DEMAND FROM US. 6 THEN HAIQÂR TOOK THE LETTER AND READ IT AND UNDERSTOOD ITS CONTENTS. 7 THEN HE SAID TO THE KING. 'BE NOT WROTH, O MY LORD! I WILL GO TO EGYPT, AND I WILL RETURN THE ANSWERS TO PHARAOH, AND I WILL DISPLAY THIS LETTER TO HIM, AND I WILL REPLY TO HIM ABOUT THE TAXES, AND I WILL SEND BACK ALL THOSE WHO HAVE RUN AWAY; AND I WILL PUT THY ENEMIES TO SHAME WITH THE HELP OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], AND FOR THE HAPPINESS OF THY KINGDOM.' 8 AND WHEN THE KING HEARD THIS SPEECH FROM HAIQÂR HE REJOICED WITH A GREAT JOY, AND HIS HEART WAS EXPANDED AND HE SHOWED HIM FAVOUR. 9 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO THE KING: 'GRANT ME A DELAY OF FORTY DAYS THAT I MAY CONSIDER THIS QUESTION AND MANAGE IT.' AND THE KING PERMITTED THIS. 10 AND HAIQÂR WENT TO HIS DWELLING, AND HE COMMANDED THE HUNTSMEN TO CAPTURE TWO YOUNG EAGLETS FOR HIM, AND THEY CAPTURED THEM AND BROUGHT THEM TO HIM: AND HE COMMANDED THE WEAVERS OF ROPES TO WEAVE TWO CABLES OF COTTON FOR HIM, EACH OF THEM TWO THOUSAND CUBITS LONG, AND HE HAD THE CARPENTERS BROUGHT AND ORDERED THEM TO MAKE TWO GREAT BOXES, AND THEY DID THIS. 11 THEN HE TOOK TWO LITTLE LADS, AND SPENT EVERY DAY SACRIFICING LAMBS AND FEEDING THE EAGLES AND THE BOYS, AND MAKING THE BOYS RIDE ON THE BACKS OF THE EAGLES, AND HE BOUND THEM WITH A FIRM KNOT, AND TIED THE CABLE TO THE FEET OF THE EAGLES, AND LET THEM SOAR UPWARDS LITTLE BY LITTLE EVERY DAY, TO A DISTANCE OF TEN CUBITS, TILL THEY GREW ACCUSTOMED AND WERE EDUCATED TO IT; AND THEY ROSE ALL THE LENGTH OF THE ROPE TILL THEY REACHED THE SKY; THE BOYS BEING ON THEIR BACKS. THEN HE DREW THEM TO HIMSELF. 12 AND WHEN HAIQÂR SAW THAT HIS [SEXLESS] DESIRE WAS FULFILLED HE CHARGED THE BOYS THAT WHEN THEY WERE BORNE ALOFT TO THE SKY THEY WERE TO SHOUT, SAYING: 13 'BRING US CLAY AND STONE, THAT WE MAY BUILD A CASTLE FOR KING PHARAOH, FOR WE ARE IDLE.' 14 AND HAIQÂR WAS NEVER DONE TRAINING THEM AND EXERCISING THEM TILL THEY HAD REACHED THE UTMOST POSSIBLE POINT (OF SKILL). 15 THEN LEAVING THEM HE WENT TO THE KING AND SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD! THE WORK IS FINISHED ACCORDING TO THY [SEXLESS] DESIRE. ARISE WITH ME THAT I MAY SHOW THEE THE WONDER.' 16 SO THE KING SPRANG UP AND SAT WITH HAIQÂR AND WENT TO A WIDE PLACE AND SENT TO BRING THE EAGLES AND THE BOYS, AND HAIQÂR TIED THEM AND LET THEM OFF INTO THE AIR ALL THE LENGTH OF THE ROPES, AND THEY BEGAN TO SHOUT AS HE HAD TAUGHT THEM. THEN HE DREW THEM TO HIMSELF AND PUT THEM IN THEIR PLACES. 17 AND THE KING AND THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM WONDERED WITH A GREAT WONDER: AND THE KING KISSED HAIQÂR BETWEEN HIS EYES AND SAID TO HIM, 'GO IN PEACE, O MY BELOVED! O PRIDE OF MY KINGDOM! TO EGYPT AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS OF PHARAOH AND OVERCOME HIM BY THE STRENGTH OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH].' 18 THEN HE BADE HIM FAREWELL, AND TOOK HIS TROOPS AND HIS ARMY AND THE YOUNG MEN AND THE EAGLES, AND WENT TOWARDS THE DWELLINGS OF EGYPT; AND WHEN HE HAD ARRIVED, HE TURNED TOWARDS THE COUNTRY OF THE KING. 19 AND WHEN THE PEOPLE OF EGYPT KNEW THAT SENNACHERIB HAD SENT A MAN OF HIS PRIVY COUNCIL TO TALK WITH PHARAOH AND TO ANSWER HIS QUESTIONS, THEY CARRIED THE NEWS TO KING PHARAOH, AND HE SENT A PARTY OF HIS PRIVY COUNCILLORS TO BRING HIM BEFORE HIM. 20 AND HE CAME AND ENTERED INTO THE PRESENCE OF PHARAOH, AND DID OBEISANCE TO HIM AS IT IS FITTING TO DO TO KINGS. 21 AND HE SAID TO HIM: 'O MY LORD THE KING! SENNACHERIB THE KING HAILS THEE WITH ABUNDANCE OF PEACE AND MIGHT, AND HONOUR. 22 AND HE HAS SENT ME, WHO AM ONE OF HIS SLAVES, THAT I MAY ANSWER THEE THY QUESTIONS, AND MAY FULFIL ALL THY [SEXLESS] DESIRE: FOR THOU HAST SENT TO SEEK FROM MY LORD THE KING A MAN WHO WILL BUILD THEE A CASTLE BETWEEN THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH. 23 AND I BY THE HELP OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] AND THY NOBLE FAVOUR AND THE POWER OF MY LORD THE KING WILL BUILD IT FOR THEE AS THOU [SEXLESS] DESIREST. 24 BUT, O MY LORD THE KING! WHAT THOU HAST SAID IN IT ABOUT THE TAXES OF EGYPT FOR THREE YEARS, NOW THE STABILITY OF A KINGDOM IS STRICT JUSTICE, AND IF THOU WINNEST AND MY HAND HATH NO SKILL IN REPLYING TO THEE, THEN MY LORD THE KING WILL SEND THEE THE TAXES WHICH THOU HAST MENTIONED. 25 AND IF I SHALL HAVE ANSWERED THEE IN THY QUESTIONS, IT SHALL REMAIN FOR THEE TO SEND WHATEVER THOU HAST MENTIONED TO MY LORD THE KING.' 26 AND WHEN PHARAOH HEARD THAT SPEECH, HE WONDERED AND WAS PERPLEXED BY THE FREEDOM OF HIS TONGUE AND THE PLEASANTNESS OF HIS SPEECH. 27 AND KING PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'O MAN! WHAT IS THY NAME?' AND HE SAID, 'THY SERVANT IS ABIQÂM, AND I A LITTLE ANT OF THE ANTS OF KING SENNACHERIB.' 28 AND PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'HAD THY LORD NO ONE OF HIGHER DIGNITY THAN THEE, THAT HE HAS SENT ME A LITTLE ANT TO REPLY TO ME, AND TO CONVERSE WITH ME?' 29 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD THE KING! I WOULD TO GOD MOST HIGH [JEHOVAH] THAT I MAY FULFIL WHAT IS ON THY MIND, FOR GOD IS WITH THE WEAK THAT HE MAY CONFOUND THE STRONG.' 30 THEN PHARAOH COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD PREPARE A DWELLING FOR ABIQÂM AND SUPPLY HIM WITH PROVENDER, MEAT, AND DRINK, AND ALL THAT HE NEEDED. 31 AND WHEN IT WAS FINISHED, THREE DAYS AFTERWARDS PHARAOH CLOTHED HIMSELF IN PURPLE AND RED AND SAT ON HIS THRONE, AND ALL HIS VIZIERS AND THE MAGNATES OF HIS KINGDOM WERE STANDING WITH THEIR HANDS CROSSED, THEIR FEET CLOSE TOGETHER, AND THEIR HEADS BOWED. 32 AND PHARAOH SENT TO FETCH ABIQÂM, AND WHEN HE WAS PRESENTED TO HIM, HE DID OBEISANCE BEFORE HIM, AND KISSED THE GROUND IN FRONT OF HIM. 33 AND KING PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'O ABIQÂM, WHOM AM I LIKE? AND THE NOBLES OF MY KINGDOM, TO WHOM ARE THEY LIKE?' 34 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD THE KIN I THOU ART LIKE THE IDOL BEL, AND THE NOBLES OF THY KINGDOM ARE LIKE HIS SERVANTS.' 35 HE SAID TO HIM, 'GO, AND COME BACK HITHER TO-MORROW.' SO HAIQÂR WENT AS KING PHARAOH HAD COMMANDED HIM. 36 AND ON THE MORROW HAIQÂR WENT INTO THE PRESENCE OF PHARAOH, AND DID OBEISANCE, AND STOOD BEFORE THE KING. AND PHARAOH WAS DRESSED IN A RED COLOUR, AND THE NOBLES WERE DRESSED IN WHITE. 37 AND PHARAOH SAID TO HIM 'O ABIQÂM, WHOM AM I LIKE? AND THE NOBLES OF MY KINGDOM, TO WHOM ARE THEY LIKE?' 38 AND ABIQÂM SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD! THOU ART LIKE THE SUN, AND THY SERVANTS ARE LIKE ITS BEAMS.' AND PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'GO TO THY DWELLING, AND COME HITHER TO-MORROW.' 39 THEN PHARAOH COMMANDED HIS COURT TO WEAR PURE WHITE, AND PHARAOH WAS DRESSED LIKE THEM AND SAT UPON HIS THRONE, AND HE COMMANDED THEM TO FETCH HAIQÂR. AND HE ENTERED AND SAT DOWN BEFORE HIM. 40 AND PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'O ABIQÂM, WHOM AM I LIKE? AND MY NOBLES, TO WHOM ARE THEY LIKE?' 41 AND ABIQÂM SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD! THOU ART LIKE THE MOON, AND THY NOBLES ARE LIKE THE PLANETS AND THE STARS.' AND PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'GO, AND TO-MORROW BE THOU HERE.' 42 THEN PHARAOH COMMANDED HIS SERVANTS TO WEAR ROBES OF VARIOUS COLOURS, AND PHARAOH WORE A RED VELVET DRESS, AND SAT ON HIS THRONE, AND COMMANDED THEM TO FETCH ABIQÂM. AND HE ENTERED AND DID OBEISANCE BEFORE HIM. 43 AND HE SAID, 'O ABIQÂM, WHOM AM I LIKE? AND MY ARMIES, TO WHOM ARE THEY LIKE?' AND HE SAID, 'O MY LORD! THOU ART LIKE THE MONTH OF APRIL, AND THY ARMIES ARE LIKE ITS FLOWERS.' 44 AND WHEN THE KING HEARD IT, HE REJOICED WITH A GREAT JOY AND SAID, 'O ABIQÂM! THE FIRST TIME THOU DIDST COMPARE ME TO THE IDOL BEL, AND MY NOBLES TO HIS SERVANTS. 45 AND THE SECOND TIME THOU DIDST COMPARE ME TO THE SUN, AND MY NOBLES TO THE SUNBEAMS. 46 AND THE THIRD TIME THOU DIDST COMPARE ME TO THE MOON, AND MY NOBLES TO THE PLANETS AND THE STARS. 47 AND THE FOURTH TIME THOU DIDST COMPARE ME TO THE MONTH OF APRIL, AND MY NOBLES TO ITS FLOWERS. BUT NOW, O ABIQÂM! TELL ME, THY LORD, KING SENNACHERIB, WHOM IS HE LIKE? AND HIS NOBLES, TO WHOM ARE THEY LIKE?' 48 AND HAIQÂR SHOUTED WITH A LOUD VOICE AND SAID: 'BE IT FAR FROM ME TO MAKE MENTION OF MY LORD THE KING AND THOU SEATED ON THY THRONE. BUT GET UP ON THY FEET THAT I MAY TELL THEE WHOM MY LORD THE KING IS LIKE AND TO WHOM HIS NOBLES ARE LIKE.' 49 AND PHARAOH WAS PERPLEXED BY THE FREEDOM OF HIS TONGUE AND HIS BOLDNESS IN ANSWERING. THEN PHARAOH AROSE FROM HIS THRONE, AND STOOD BEFORE HAIQÂR, AND SAID TO HIM, 'TELL ME NOW, THAT I MAY PERCEIVE WHOM THY LORD THE KING IS LIKE, AND HIS NOBLES, TO WHOM THEY ARE LIKE.' 50 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM: 'MY LORD IS THE GOD OF HEAVEN, AND HIS NOBLES ARE THE LIGHTNINGS AND THE THUNDER, AND WHEN HE WILLS THE WINDS BLOW AND THE RAIN FALLS. 51 AND HE COMMANDS THE THUNDER, AND IT LIGHTENS AND RAINS, AND HE HOLDS THE SUN, AND IT GIVES NOT ITS LIGHT, AND THE MOON AND THE STARS, AND THEY CIRCLE NOT. 52 AND HE COMMANDS THE TEMPEST, AND IT BLOWS AND THE RAIN FALLS AND IT TRAMPLES ON APRIL AND DESTROYS ITS FLOWERS AND ITS HOUSES.' 53 AND WHEN PHARAOH HEARD THIS SPEECH, HE WAS GREATLY PERPLEXED AND WAS WROTH WITH A GREAT WRATH, AND SAID TO HIM: 'O MAN! TELL ME THE TRUTH, AND LET ME KNOW WHO THOU REALLY ART.' 54 AND HE TOLD HIM THE TRUTH. 'I AM HAIQÂR THE SCRIBE, GREATEST OF THE PRIVY COUNCILLORS OF KING SENNACHERIB, AND I AM HIS VIZIER AND THE GOVERNOR OF HIS KINGDOM, AND HIS CHANCELLOR.' 55 AND HE SAID TO HIM, 'THOU HAST TOLD THE TRUTH IN THIS SAYING. BUT WE HAVE HEARD OF HAIQÂR, THAT KING SENNACHERIB HAS SLAIN HIM, YET THOU DOST SEEM TO BE ALIVE AND WELL.' 56 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'YES, SO IT WAS, BUT PRAISE BE TO GOD, WHO KNOWETH WHAT IS HIDDEN, FOR MY LORD THE KING COMMANDED ME TO BE KILLED, AND HE BELIEVED THE WORD OF PROFLIGATE MEN, BUT THE LORD DELIVERED ME, AND BLESSED IS HE WHO TRUSTETH IN HIM.' 57 AND PHARAOH SAID TO HAIQÂR, 'GO, AND TO-MORROW BE THOU HERE, AND TELL ME A WORD THAT I HAVE NEVER HEARD FROM MY NOBLES NOR FROM THE PEOPLE OF MY KINGDOM AND MY COUNTRY.' 
CHAPTER 6
THE RUSE SUCCEEDS. AHIKAR ANSWERS EVERY QUESTION OF PHARAOH. THE BOYS ON THE EAGLES ARE THE CLIMAX OF THE DAY. WIT, SO RARELY FOUND IN THE ANCIENT SCRIPTURES, IS REVEALED IN VERSES 34-45.
1 AND HAIQÂR WENT TO HIS DWELLING, AND WROTE A LETTER, SAYING IN IT ON THIS WISE: 2 FROM SENNACHERIB KING OF ASSYRIA. AND NINEVEH TO PHARAOH KING OF EGYPT. 3 'PEACE BE TO THEE, O MY BROTHER! AND WHAT WE MAKE KNOWN TO THEE BY THIS IS THAT A BROTHER HAS NEED OF HIS BROTHER, AND KINGS OF EACH OTHER, AND MY HOPE FROM THEE IS THAT THOU WOULDST LEND ME NINE HUNDRED TALENTS OF GOLD, FOR I NEED IT FOR THE VICTUALLING OF SOME OF THE SOLDIERS, THAT, I MAY SPEND IT UPON THEM. AND AFTER A LITTLE WHILE I WILL SEND IT THEE.' 4 THEN HE FOLDED THE LETTER, AND PRESENTED IT ON THE MORROW TO PHARAOH. 5 AND WHEN HE SAW IT, HE WAS PERPLEXED AND SAID TO HIM, 'VERILY I HAVE NEVER HEARD ANYTHING LIKE THIS LANGUAGE FROM ANY ONE.' 6 THEN HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'TRULY THIS IS A DEBT WHICH THOU OWEST TO MY LORD THE KING.' 7 AND PHARAOH ACCEPTED THIS, SAYING, 'O HAIQÂR, IT IS THE LIKE OF THEE WHO ARE HONEST IN THE SERVICE OF KINGS. 8 BLESSED BE GOD WHO HATH MADE THEE PERFECT IN WISDOM AND HATH ADORNED THEE WITH PHILOSOPHY AND KNOWLEDGE. 9 AND NOW, O HAIQÂR, THERE REMAINS WHAT WE [SEXLESS] DESIRE FROM THEE, THAT THOU SHOULDST BUILD AS A CASTLE BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH.' 10 THEN SAID HAIQÂR, 'TO HEAR IS TO OBEY. I WILL BUILD THEE A CASTLE ACCORDING TO THY WISH AND CHOICE; BUT O MY LORD I PREPARE US LIME AND STONE AND CLAY AND WORKMEN, AND I HAVE SKILLED BUILDERS WHO WILL BUILD FOR THEE AS THOU [SEXLESS] DESIREST.' 11 AND THE KING PREPARED ALL THAT FOR HIM, AND THEY WENT TO A WIDE PLACE; AND HAIQÂR AND HIS BOYS CAME TO IT, AND HE TOOK THE EAGLES AND THE YOUNG MEN WITH HIM; AND THE KING AND ALL HIS NOBLES WENT AND THE WHOLE CITY ASSEMBLED, THAT THEY MIGHT SEE WHAT HAIQÂR WOULD DO. 12 THEN HAIQÂR LET THE EAGLES OUT OF THE BOXES, AND TIED THE YOUNG MEN ON THEIR BACKS, AND TIED THE ROPES TO THE EAGLES' FEET, AND LET THEM GO IN THE AIR. AND THEY SOARED UPWARDS, TILL THEY REMAINED BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH. 13 AND THE BOYS BEGAN TO SHOUT, SAYING, 'BRING BRICKS, BRING CLAY, THAT WE MAY BUILD THE KING'S CASTLE, FOR WE ARE STANDING IDLE!' 14 AND THE CROWD WERE ASTONISHED AND PERPLEXED, AND THEY WONDERED. AND THE KING AND HIS NOBLES WONDERED. 15 AND HAIQÂR AND HIS SERVANTS BEGAN TO BEAT THE WORKMEN, AND THEY SHOUTED FOR THE KING'S TROOPS, SAYING TO THEM, 'BRING TO THE SKILLED WORKMEN WHAT THEY WANT AND DO NOT HINDER THEM FROM THEIR WORK.' 16 AND THE KING SAID TO HIM, 'THOU ART MAD; WHO CAN BRING ANYTHING UP TO THAT DISTANCE?' 17 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD! HOW SHALL WE BUILD A CASTLE IN THE AIR? AND IF MY LORD THE KING WERE HERE, HE WOULD HAVE BUILT SEVERAL CASTLES IN A SINGLE DAY.' 18 AND PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'GO, O HAIQÂR, TO THY DWELLING, AND REST, FOR WE HAVE GIVEN UP BUILDING THE CASTLE, AND TO-MORROW COME TO ME.' 19 THEN HAIQÂR WENT TO HIS DWELLING AND ON THE MORROW HE APPEARED BEFORE PHARAOH. AND PHARAOH SAID, 'O HAIQÂR, WHAT NEWS IS THERE OF THE HORSE OF THY LORD? FOR WHEN HE NEIGHS IN THE COUNTRY OF ASSYRIA AND NINEVEH, AND OUR MARES HEAR HIS VOICE, THEY CAST THEIR YOUNG.' 20 AND WHEN HAIQÂR HEARD THIS SPEECH HE WENT AND TOOK A CAT, AND BOUND HER AND BEGAN TO FLOG HER WITH A VIOLENT FLOGGING TILL THE EGYPTIANS HEARD IT, AND THEY WENT AND TOLD THE KING ABOUT IT. 21 AND PHARAOH SENT TO FETCH HAIQÂR, AND SAID TO HIM, 'O HAIQÂR, WHEREFORE DOST THOU FLOG THUS AND BEAT THAT DUMB BEAST?' 22 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, MY LORD THE KING! VERILY SHE HAS DONE AN UGLY DEED TO ME, AND HAS DESERVED THIS DRUBBING AND FLOGGING, FOR MY LORD KING SENNACHERIB HAD GIVEN ME A FINE COCK, AND HE HAD A STRONG TRUE VOICE AND KNEW THE HOURS OF THE DAY AND THE NIGHT. 23 AND THE CAT GOT UP THIS VERY NIGHT AND CUT OFF ITS HEAD AND WENT AWAY, AND BECAUSE OF THIS DEED I HAVE TREATED HER TO THIS DRUBBING.' 24 AND PHARAOH SAID TO HIM, 'O HAIQÂR, I SEE FROM ALL THIS THAT THOU ART GROWING OLD AND ART IN THY DOTAGE, FOR BETWEEN EGYPT AND NINEVEH THERE ARE SIXTY-EIGHT PARASANGS, AND HOW DID SHE GO THIS VERY NIGHT AND CUT OFF THE HEAD OF THY COCK AND COME BACK?' 25 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD! IF THERE WERE SUCH A DISTANCE BETWEEN EGYPT AND NINEVEH HOW COULD THY MARES HEAR WHEN MY LORD THE KING'S HORSE NEIGHS AND CAST THEIR YOUNG? AND HOW COULD THE VOICE OF THE HORSE REACH TO EGYPT?' 26 AND WHEN PHARAOH HEARD THAT, HE KNEW THAT HAIQÂR HAD ANSWERED HIS QUESTIONS. 27 AND PHARAOH SAID, 'O HAIQÂR, I WANT THEE TO MAKE ME ROPES OF THE SEA-SAND.' 28 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, "O MY LORD THE KING! ORDER THEM TO BRING ME A ROPE OUT OF THE TREASURY THAT I MAY MAKE ONE LIKE IT.' 29 THEN HAIQÂR WENT TO THE BACK OF THE HOUSE, AND BORED HOLES IN THE ROUGH SHORE OF THE SEA, AND TOOK A HANDFUL OF SAND IN HIS HAND, SEA-SAND, AND WHEN THE SUN ROSE, AND PENETRATED INTO THE HOLES, HE SPREAD THE SAND IN THE SUN TILL IT BECAME AS IF WOVEN LIKE ROPES. 30 AND HAIQÂR SAID, 'COMMAND THY SERVANTS TO TAKE THESE ROPES, AND WHENEVER THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST IT, I WILL WEAVE THEE SOME LIKE THEM.' 31 AND PHARAOH SAID, 'O HAIQÂR, WE HAVE A MILLSTONE HERE AND IT HAS BEEN BROKEN AND I WANT THEE TO SEW IT UP.' 32 THEN HAIQÂR LOOKED AT IT, AND FOUND ANOTHER STONE. 33 AND HE SAID TO PHAROAH 'O MY LORD! I AM A FOREIGNER: AND I HAVE NO TOOL FOR SEWING. 34 BUT I WANT THEE TO COMMAND THY FAITHFUL SHOEMAKERS TO CUT AWLS FROM THIS STONE, THAT I MAY SEW THAT MILLSTONE.' 35 THEN PHARAOH AND ALL HIS NOBLES LAUGHED. AND HE SAID, 'BLESSED BE THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], WHO GAVE THEE THIS WIT AND KNOWLEDGE.' 36 AND WHEN PHARAOH SAW THAT HAIQÂR HAD OVERCOME HIM, AND RETURNED HIM HIS ANSWERS, HE AT ONCE BECAME EXCITED, AND COMMANDED THEM TO COLLECT FOR HIM THREE YEARS' TAXES, AND TO BRING THEM TO HAIQÂR. 37 AND HE STRIPPED OFF HIS ROBES AND PUT THEM UPON HAIQÂR, AND HIS SOLDIERS, AND HIS SERVANTS, AND GAVE HIM THE EXPENSES OF HIS JOURNEY. 38 AND HE SAID TO HIM, 'GO IN PEACE, O STRENGTH OF HIS LORD AND PRIDE OF HIS DOCTORS! HAVE ANY OF THE SULTANS THY LIKE? GIVE MY GREETINGS TO THY LORD KING SENNACHERIB, AND SAY TO HIM HOW WE HAVE SENT HIM GIFTS, FOR KINGS ARE CONTENT WITH LITTLE.' 39 THEN HAIQÂR AROSE, AND KISSED KING PHARAOH'S HANDS AND KISSED THE GROUND IN FRONT OF HIM, AND WISHED HIM STRENGTH AND CONTINUANCE, AND ABUNDANCE IN HIS TREASURY, AND SAID TO HIM, 'O MY LORD! I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE FROM THEE THAT NOT ONE OF OUR COUNTRYMEN MAY REMAIN IN EGYPT.' 40 AND PHARAOH AROSE AND SENT HERALDS TO PROCLAIM IN THE STREETS OF EGYPT THAT NOT ONE OF THE PEOPLE OF ASSYRIA OR NINEVEH SHOULD REMAIN IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, BUT THAT THEY SHOULD GO WITH HAIQÂR. 41 THEN HAIQÂR WENT AND TOOK LEAVE OF KING PHARAOH, AND JOURNEYED, SEEKING THE LAND OF ASSYRIA AND NINEVEH; AND HE HAD SOME TREASURES AND A GREAT DEAL OF WEALTH. 42 AND WHEN THE NEWS REACHED KING SENNACHERIB THAT HAIQÂR WAS COMING, HE WENT OUT TO MEET HIM AND REJOICED OVER HIM EXCEEDINGLY WITH GREAT JOY AND EMBRACED HIM AND KISSED HIM AND SAID TO HIM, 'WELCOME HOME: O KINSMAN! MY BROTHER HAIQÂR, THE STRENGTH OF MY KINGDOM, AND PRIDE OF MY REALM. 43 ASK WHAT THOU WOULD'ST HAVE FROM ME, EVEN IF THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST THE HALF OF MY KINGDOM AND OF MY POSSESSIONS.' 44 THEN SAID HAIQÂR UNTO HIM, 'O MY LORD THE KING, LIVE FOR EVER! SHOW FAVOUR, O MY LORD THE KING! TO ABU SAMÎK IN MY STEAD, FOR MY LIFE WAS IN THE HANDS OF GOD AND IN HIS.' 45 THEN SAID SENNACHERIB THE KING, 'HONOUR BE TO THEE, O MY BELOVED HAIQÂR! I WILL MAKE THE STATION OF ABU SAMÎK THE SWORDSMAN HIGHER THAN ALL MY PRIVY COUNCILLORS AND MY FAVOURITES.' 46 THEN THE KING BEGAN TO ASK HIM HOW HE HAD GOT ON WITH [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] PHARAOH FROM HIS FIRST ARRIVAL UNTIL HE HAD COME AWAY FROM HIS PRESENCE, AND HOW HE HAD ANSWERED ALL HIS QUESTIONS, AND HOW HE HAD RECEIVED THE TAXES FROM HIM, AND THE CHANGES OF RAIMENT AND THE PRESENTS. 47 AND SENNACHERIB THE KING REJOICED WITH A GREAT JOY, AND SAID TO HAIQÂR, 'TAKE WHAT THOU WOULDST FAIN HAVE OF THIS TRIBUTE, FOR IT IS ALL WITHIN THE GRASP OF THY HAND.' 48 AND HAIQÂR MID: 'LET THE KING LIVE FOR EVER! I [SEXUALLY] DESIRE NAUGHT BUT THE SAFETY OF MY LORD THE KING AND THE CONTINUANCE OF HIS GREATNESS. 49 O MY LORD! WHAT CAN I DO WITH WEALTH AND ITS LIKE? BUT IF THOU WILT SHOW ME FAVOUR, GIVE ME NADAN, MY SISTER'S SON, THAT I MAY RECOMPENSE HIM FOR WHAT HE HAS DONE TO ME, AND GRANT ME HIS BLOOD AND HOLD ME GUILTLESS OF IT.' 50 AND SENNACHERIB THE KING SAID, 'TAKE HIM, I HAVE GIVEN HIM TO THEE.' AND HAIQÂR TOOK NADAN, HIS SISTER'S SON, AND BOUND HIS HANDS WITH CHAINS OF IRON, AND TOOK HIM TO HIS DWELLING, AND PUT A HEAVY FETTER ON HIS FEET, AND TIED IT WITH A TIGHT KNOT, AND AFTER BINDING HIM THUS HE CAST HIM INTO A DARK ROOM, BESIDE THE RETIRING-PLACE, AND APPOINTED NEBU-HAL AS SENTINEL OVER HIM TO GIVE HIM A LOAF OF BREAD AND A LITTLE WATER EVERY DAY.
CHAPTER 7
THE PARABLES OF AHIKAR IN WHICH HE COMPLETES HIS NEPHEW’S EDUCATION. STRIKING SIMILES. AHIKAR CALLS THE BOY PICTURESQUE NAMES. HERE ENDS THE STORY OF AHIKAR.
1 AND WHENEVER HAIQÂR WENT IN OR OUT HE SCOLDED NADAN, HIS SISTER'S SON, SAYING TO HIM WISELY: 2 'O NADAN, MY BOY! I HAVE DONE TO THEE ALL THAT IS GOOD AND KIND AND THOU HAST REWARDED ME FOR IT WITH WHAT IS UGLY AND BAD AND WITH KILLING. 3 'O MY SON! IT IS SAID IN THE PROVERBS: HE WHO LISTENETH NOT WITH HIS EAR, THEY WILL MAKE HIM LISTEN WITH THE SCRUFF OF HIS NECK.' 4 AND NADAN SAID, 'FOR WHAT CAUSE ART THOU WROTH WITH ME?' 5 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'BECAUSE I BROUGHT THEE UP, AND TAUGHT THEE, AND GAVE THEE HONOUR AND RESPECT AND MADE THEE GREAT, AND REARED THEE WITH THE BEST OF BREEDING, AND SEATED THEE IN MY PLACE THAT THOU MIGHTEST BE MY HEIR IN THE WORLD, AND THOU DIDST TREAT ME WITH KILLING AND DIDST REPAY ME WITH MY [SEXUAL] RUIN. 6 BUT THE LORD KNEW THAT I WAS WRONGED, AND HE SAVED ME FROM THE WARE WHICH THOU HADST SET FOR ME, FOR THE LORD HEALETH THE BROKEN HEARTS AND HINDERETH THE ENVIOUS AND THE HAUGHTY. 7 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE THE SCORPION WHICH WHEN IT STRIKES ON BRASS, PIERCES IT. 8 O MY BOY! THOU ART LIKE THE GAZELLE WHO WAS EATING THE ROOTS OF THE MADDER, AND IT ADD ME TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW THEY WILL TAN THEY HIDE IN MY ROOTS." 9 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN TO WHO SAW HIS COMRADE NAKED IN THE CHILLY TIME OF WINTER; AND HE TOOK COLD WATER AND POURED IT ON HIM. 10 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE A MAN WHO TOOK A STONE, AND THREW IT UP TO HEAVEN TO STONE HIS LORD WITH IT. AND THE STONE DID NOT HIT, AND DID NOT REACH HIGH ENOUGH, BUT IT BECAME THE CAUSE OF GUILT AND [SEXUAL] SIN. 11 O MY BOY! IF THOU HADST HONOURED ME AND RESPECTED ME AND HADST LISTENED TO MY WORDS THOU WOULDST HAVE BEEN MY HEIR AND WOULDST HAVE REIGNED OVER MY DOMINIONS. 12 O MY SON! KNOW THOU THAT IF THE TAIL OF THE DOG OR THE PIG WERE TEN CUBITS LONG IT WOULD NOT APPROACH TO THE WORTH OF THE HORSE'S EVEN IF IT WERE LIKE SILK. 13 O MY BOY! I [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT THAT THOU WOULDST HAVE BEEN MY HEIR AT MY DEATH; AND THOU THROUGH THY [SEXUAL] ENVY AND THY [SEXUAL] INSOLENCE DIDST [SEXUALLY] DESIRE TO KILL ME. BUT THE LORD DELIVERED ME FROM THY [SEXUAL] CUNNING. 14 O MY SON! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE A TRAP WHICH WAS SET UP ON THE DUNGHILL, AND THERE CAME A SPARROW AND FOUND THE TRAP SET UP. AND THE SPARROW SAID TO THE TRAP, "WHAT DOEST THOU HERE?" SAID THE TRAP, "I AM PRAYING HERE TO GOD." 15 AND THE LARK ASKED IT ALSO, "WHAT IS THE PIECE OF WOOD THAT THOU HOLDEST?" SAID THE TRAP, "THAT IS A YOUNG OAK-TREE ON WHICH I LEAN AT THE TIME OF PRAYER." 16 SAID THE LARK: "AND WHAT IS THAT THING IN THY MOUTH?" SAID THE TRAP: "THAT IS BREAD AND VICTUALS WHICH I CARRY FOR ALL THE HUNGRY AND THE POOR WHO COME NEAR TO ME." 17 SAID THE LARK: "NOW THEN MAY I COME FORWARD AND EAT, FOR I AM HUNGRY?" AND THE TRAP SAID TO HIM, "COME FORWARD." AND THE LARK APPROACHED THAT IT, MIGHT EAT. 18 BUT THE TRAP SPRANG UP AND SEIZED THE LARK BY ITS NECK. 19 AND THE LARK ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE TRAP, "IF THAT IS THY BREAD FOR THE HUNGRY GOD ACCEPTETH NOT THINE ALMS AND THY KIND [SEXLESS] DEEDS. 20 AND IF THAT IS THY FASTING AND THY PRAYERS, GOD ACCEPTETH FROM THEE NEITHER THY FAST NOR THY PRAYER, AND GOD WILL NOT PERFECT WHAT IS GOOD CONCERNING THEE." 21 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME (AS) A LION WHO MADE FRIENDS WITH AN ASS, AND THE ASS KEPT WALKING BEFORE THE LION FOR A TIME; AND ONE DAY THE LION SPRANG UPON THE ASS AND ATE IT UP. 22 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE A WEEVIL IN THE WHEAT, FOR IT DOES NO GOOD TO ANYTHING, BUT SPOILS THE WHEAT AND GNAWS IT. 23 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN LIKE A MAN WHO SOWED TEN MEASURES OF WHEAT, AND WHEN IT WAS HARVEST TIME, HE AROSE AND REAPED IT, AND GARNERED IT, AND THRESHED IT, AND TOILED OVER IT TO THE VERY UTMOST, AND IT TURNED OUT TO BE TEN MEASURES, AND ITS MASTER SAID TO IT: "O THOU LAZY THING! THOU HAST NOT GROWN AND THOU HAST NOT SHRUNK." 24 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE THE PARTRIDGE THAT HAD BEEN THROWN INTO THE NET, AND SHE COULD NOT SAVE HERSELF, BUT SHE CALLED OUT TO THE PARTRIDGES, THAT SHE MIGHT CAST THEM WITH HERSELF INTO THE NET. 25 O MY SON! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE THE DOG THAT WAS COLD AND IT WENT INTO THE POTTER'S HOUSE TO GET WARM. 26 AND WHEN IT HAD GOT WARM, IT BEGAN TO BARK AT THEM, AND THEY CHASED IT OUT AND BEAT IT, THAT IT MIGHT NOT BITE THEM. 27 O MY SON! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE THE PIG WHO WENT INTO THE HOT BATH WITH PEOPLE OF QUALITY, AND WHEN IT CAME OUT OF THE HOT BATH, IT SAW A FILTHY HOLE AND IT WENT DOWN AND WALLOWED IN IT. 28 O MY SON! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE THE GOAT WHICH JOINED ITS COMRADES ON THEIR WAY TO THE SACRIFICE, AND IT WAS UNABLE TO SAVE ITSELF. 29 O MY BOY! THE DOG WHICH IS NOT FED FROM ITS HUNTING BECOMES FOOD FOR FLIES. 30 O MY SON! THE HAND WHICH DOES NOT LABOUR AND PLOUGH AND (WHICH) IS [SEXUALLY] GREEDY AND [SEXUALLY] CUNNING SHALL BE CUT AWAY FROM ITS SHOULDER. 31 O MY SON! THE EYE IN WHICH LIGHT IS NOT SEEN, THE RAVENS SHALL PICK AT IT AND PLUCK IT OUT. 32 O MY BOY! THOU HAST BEEN TO ME LIKE A TREE WHOSE BRANCHES THEY WERE CUTTING, AND IT SAID TO THEM, "IF SOMETHING OF ME WERE NOT IN YOUR HANDS, VERILY YOU WOULD BE UNABLE TO CUT ME." 33 O MY BOY! THOU ART LIKE THE CAT TO WHOM THEY SAID: "LEAVE OFF THIEVING TILL WE MAKE FOR THEE A CHAIN OF GOLD AND FEED THEE WITH SUGAR AND ALMONDS." 34 AND SHE SAID, "I AM NOT FORGETFUL OF THE CRAFT OF MY FATHER AND MY MOTHER." 35 O MY SON! THOU HAST BEEN LIKE THE SERPENT RIDING ON A THORN-BUSH WHEN HE WAS IN THE MIDST OF A RIVER, AND A WOLF SAW THEM AND SAID, "MISCHIEF UPON MISCHIEF, AND LET HIM WHO IS MORE MISCHIEVOUS THAN THEY DIRECT BOTH OF THEM." 36 AND THE SERPENT SAID TO THE WOLF, "THE LAMBS AND THE GOATS AND THE SHEEP WHICH THOU HAST EATEN ALL THY LIFE, WILT THOU RETURN THEM TO THEIR FATHERS AND TO THEIR PARENTS OR NO?" 37 SAID THE WOLF, "NO." AND THE SERPENT SAID TO HIM, "I [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT AFTER MYSELF THOU ART THE WORST OF US." 38 O MY BOY! I FED THEE WITH GOOD FOOD AND THOU DIDST NOT FEED ME WITH DRY BREAD. 39 O MY BOY! I GAVE THEE SUGARED WATER TO. DRINK AND GOOD SYRUP, AND THOU DIDST NOT GIVE ME WATER FROM THE WELL TO DRINK. 40 O MY BOY! I TAUGHT THEE, AND BROUGHT THEE UP, AND THOU DIDST DIG A HIDING-PLACE FOR ME AND DIDST CONCEAL ME. 41 O MY BOY! I BROUGHT THEE UP WITH THE BEST UPBRINGING AND TRAINED THEE LIKE A TALL CEDAR; AND THOU HAST TWISTED AND BENT ME. 42 O MY BOY! IT WAS MY HOPE CONCERNING THEE THAT THOU WOULDST BUILD ME A FORTIFIED CASTLE, THAT I MIGHT BE CONCEALED FROM MY ENEMIES IN IT, AND THOU DIDST BECOME TO ME LIKE ONE BURYING IN THE DEPTH OF THE EARTH; BUT THE LORD TOOK PITY ON ME AND DELIVERED ME FROM THY [SEXUAL] CUNNING. 43 O MY BOY! I WISHED THEE WELL, AND THOU DIDST REWARD ME WITH EVIL AND HATEFULNESS, AND NOW I WOULD FAIN TEAR OUT THINE EYES, AND MAKE THEE FOOD FOR DOGS, AND CUT OUT THY TONGUE, AND TAKE OFF THY HEAD WITH THE EDGE OF THE SWORD, AND RECOMPENSE THEE FOR THINE ABOMINABLE [SEXUAL] DEEDS.' 44 AND WHEN NADAN HEARD THIS SPEECH FROM HIS UNCLE HAIQÂR, HE SAID: 'O MY UNCLE! DEAL WITH ME ACCORDING TO THY KNOWLEDGE, AND FORGIVE ME MY [NON-SEXUAL] SINS, FOR WHO IS THERE WHO HATH [SEXUALLY] SINNED LIKE ME, OR WHO IS THERE WHO FORGIVES LIKE THEE? 45 ACCEPT ME, O MY UNCLE! NOW I WILL SERVE IN THY HOUSE, AND GROOM THY HORSES AND SWEEP UP THE DUNG OF THY CATTLE, AND FEED THY SHEEP, FOR I AM THE WICKED AND THOU ART THE RIGHTEOUS: I THE GUILTY AND THOU THE FORGIVING.' 46 AND HAIQÂR SAID TO HIM, 'O MY BOY! THOU ART LIKE THE TREE WHICH WAS FRUITLESS BESIDE THE WATER, AND ITS MASTER WAS FAIN TO CUT IT DOWN, AND IT SAID TO HIM, "REMOVE ME TO ANOTHER PLACE, AND IF I DO NOT BEAR FRUIT, CUT ME DOWN." 47 AND ITS MASTER SAID TO IT, "THOU BEING BESIDE THE WATER HAST NOT BORNE FRUIT, HOW SHALT THOU BEAR FRUIT WHEN THOU ART IN ANOTHER PLACE?" 48 O MY BOY! THE OLD AGE OF THE EAGLE IS BETTER THAN THE YOUTH OF THE CROW. 49 O MY BOY! THEY SAID TO THE WOLF, "KEEP AWAY FROM THE SHEEP LEST THEIR DUST SHOULD HARM THEE." AND THE WOLF SAID, "THE DREGS OF THE SHEEP'S MILK ARE GOOD FOR MY EYES." 50 O MY BOY! THEY MADE THE WOLF GO TO SCHOOL THAT HE MIGHT LEARN TO READ AND THEY SAID TO HIM, "SAY A, B." HE SAID, "LAMB AND GOAT IN MY BELL" 51 O MY BOY! THEY SET THE ASS DOWN AT THE TABLE AND HE FELL, AND BEGAN TO ROLL HIMSELF IN THE DUST AND ONE SAID, "LET HIM ROLL HIMSELF, FOR IT IS HIS [SEXLESS] NATURE, HE WILL NOT CHANGE. 52 O MY BOY! THE SAYING HAS BEEN CONFIRMED WHICH RUNS: "IF THOU BEGETTEST A BOY, CALL HIM THY SON, AND IF THOU REAREST A BOY, CALL HIM THY SLAVE." 53 O MY BOY! HE WHO DOETH GOOD SHALL MEET WITH GOOD; AND HE WHO DOETH EVIL SHALL MEET WITH EVIL, FOR THE LORD REQUITETH A MAN ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF HIS WORK. 54 O MY BOY! WHAT SHALL I SAY MORE TO THEE THAN THESE SAYINGS? FOR THE LORD KNOWETH WHAT IS HIDDEN, AND IS ACQUAINTED WITH THE MYSTERIES AND THE SECRETS. 55 AND HE WILL REQUITE THEE AND WILL JUDGE, BETWIXT ME AND THEE, AND WILL RECOMPENSE THEE ACCORDING TO THY DESERT', 56 AND WHEN NADAN HEARD THAT SPEECH FROM HIS UNCLE HAIQÂR, HE SWELLED UP IMMEDIATELY AND BECAME LIKE A BLOWN-OUT BLADDER. 57 AND HIS LIMBS SWELLED AND HIS LEGS AND HIS FEET AND HIS SIDE, AND HE WAS TORN AND HIS BELLY BURST ASUNDER AND HIS ENTRAILS WERE SCATTERED, AND HE PERISHED, AND DIED. 58 AND HIS LATTER END WAS DESTRUCTION, AND HE WENT TO HELL. FOR HE WHO DIGS A PIT FOR HIS BROTHER SHALL FALL INTO IT; AND HE WHO SETS UP TRAPS SHALL BE CAUGHT IN THEM. 59 THIS IS WHAT HAPPENED AND (WHAT) WE FOUND ABOUT THE TALE OF HAIQÂR, AND PRAISE BE TO GOD FOR EVER. AMEN, AND PEACE. 60 THIS CHRONICLE IS FINISHED WITH THE HELP OF GOD, MAY HE BE EXALTED! AMEN, AMEN, AMEN.
THE GENESIS APOCRYPHON
BEHOLD, I THOUGHT THEN WITHIN MY HEARTTHAT CONCEPTION WAS DUE TO THE WATCHERS AND THE HOLY ONES AND TO THE GIANTS AND MY HEART WAS TROUBLED WITHIN ME BECAUSE OF THIS CHILD. THEN I, LAMECH, APPROACHED BATHENOSH, MY WIFE, IN HASTE AND SAID TO HER, "BY THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], THE GREAT LORD, THE KING OF ALL THE WORLDS AND RULER OF THE SONS OF HEAVEN, TELL ME THIS TRUTHFULLY AND NOT FALSELY. IS THE SEED WITHIN YOU MINE?" THEN BATHENOSH MY WIFE SPOKE TO ME WITH MUCH HEAT AND SAID, "O MY BROTHER, O MY LORD, REMEMBER MY [SEXLESS] PLEASURE, THE LYING TOGETHER AND MY SOUL WITHIN ITS BODY. AND I TELL YOU ALL THINGS TRUTHFUL. MY HEART WAS THEN GREATLY TROUBLED WITHIN ME, AND WHEN BATHENOSH, MY WIFE, SAW THAT MY COUNTENANCE HAD CHANGED, THEN SHE MASTERED HER ANGER AND SPOKE TO ME SAYING, "O MY LORD, O MY BROTHER, REMEMBER MY [SEXLESS] PLEASURE! I SWEAR TO YOU BY THE HOLY GREAT ONE, THE KING OF THE HEAVENS, THAT THIS SEED IS YOURS AND THAT THIS CONCEPTION IS FROM YOU. THIS FRUIT WAS PLANTED BY YOU AND BY NO STRANGER OR WATCHER OR SON OF HEAVEN. WHY IS YOUR COUNTENANCE THUS CHANGED AND DISMAYED, AND WHY IS YOUR SPIRIT THUS DISTRESSED? I SPEAK TO YOU TRUTHFULLY." THEN I, LAMECH, RAN TO METHUSELAH MY FATHER, AND I TOLD HIM ALL THESE THINGS. AND I ASKED HIM TO GO TO ENOCH, HIS FATHER, FOR HE WOULD SURELY LEARN ALL THINGS FROM HIM. FOR HE WAS BELOVED, AND HE SHARED THE LOT OF THE ANGELS, WHO TAUGHT HIM ALL THINGS. AND WHEN METHUSELAH HEARD MY WORDS, HE WENT TO ENOCH, HIS FATHER, TO LEARN ALL THINGS TRUTHFULLY FROM HIM. HE WENT AT ONCE TO PARWAIN AND HE FOUND HIM THERE AND HE SAID TO ENOCH, HIS FATHER, "O MY FATHER, O MY LORD, I SAY TO YOU, LEST YOU BE ANGRY WITH ME, COME HERE...AND I SAID, "UNTIL NOW, YOU HAVE NOT COME TO THE HOLY MOUNTAIN." AND I DEPARTED AND TRAVELED TOWARDS THE SOUTH UNTIL I CAME TO HEBRON AT THE TIME WHEN HEBRON WAS BEING BUILT, AND I DWELT THERE TWO YEARS. NOW THERE WAS FAMINE IN ALL THIS LAND, AND HEARING THAT THERE WAS PROSPERITY IN EGYPT I WENT TO THE LAND OF EGYPT. I CAME TO THE RIVER KARMON AND CROSSED THE SEVEN BRANCHES OF THE RIVER. WE PASSED THROUGH OUR LAND AND ENTERED THE LAND OF THE SONS OF HAM, INTO THE LAND OF EGYPT. AND ON THE NIGHT OF OUR ENTRY INTO EGYPT, I, ABRAM, DREAMT A DREAM, AND BEHOLD, I SAW IN MY DREAM A CEDAR TREE AND A PALM TREE. MEN CAME AND THEY SOUGHT TO CUT DOWN THE CEDAR TREE AND TO PULL UP ITS ROOTS, LEAVING THE PALM TREE STANDING ALONE. BUT THE PALM TREE CRIED OUT SAYING, "DO NOT CUT DOWN THIS CEDAR TREE, FOR [SEXUALLY] CURSED BE HE WHO SHALL FELL IT." AND THE CEDAR TREE WAS SPARED BECAUSE OF THE PALM TREE AND WAS NOT FELLED. AND DURING THE NIGHT I WOKE FROM MY DREAM, AND I SAID TO SARAI, MY WIFE, "I HAVE DREAMT A DREAM AND I AM FEARFUL BECAUSE OF THIS DREAM." SHE SAID TO ME, "TELL ME YOUR DREAM THAT I MAY KNOW IT." SO, I BEGAN TO TELL HER THIS DREAM AND TOLD HER THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM: THAT THEY WILL SEEK TO KILL ME, BUT WILL SPARE YOU. SAY TO THEM OF ME, 'HE IS MY BROTHER, AND BECAUSE OF YOU I SHALL LIVE, AND BECAUSE OF YOU MY LIFE SHALL BE SAVED.'" AND SARAI WEPT THAT NIGHT ON ACCOUNT OF MY WORDS. THEN WE JOURNEYED TOWARDS ZOAN, I AND SARAI. AND WHEN THOSE FIVE YEARS HAD PASSED, THREE MEN FROM AMONG THE PRINCES OF EGYPT CAME AT THE COMMAND OF PHARAOH OF ZOAN TO INQUIRE AFTER MY BUSINESS AND AFTER MY WIFE AND THEY GAVE GOODNESS, WISDOM, AND TRUTH. AND I EXCLAIMED BEFORE THEM BECAUSE OF THE FAMINE. AND THEY CAME TO ASCERTAIN WITH MUCH FOOD AND DRINK THE WINE. DURING THE PARTY, THE EGYPTIANS MUST HAVE SEEN SARAII, AND ON THEIR RETURN THEY PRAISED HER TO THE KING, SAYING "HOW BEAUTIFUL IS HER FACE! HOW FINE ARE THE HAIRS OF HER HEAD! HOW [SEXLESSLY] LOVELY ARE YOUR EYES! HOW [SEXLESSLY] DESIRABLE HER NOSE AND ALL THE RADIANCE OF HER COUNTENANCE. HOW FAIR ARE HER BREASTS AND HOW BEAUTIFUL ALL HER WHITENESS! HOW PLEASING ARE HER ARMS AND HOW PERFECT HER HANDS, AND HOW [SEXLESSLY] DESIRABLE ALL THE APPEARANCE OF YOUR HANDS! HOW FAIR ARE HER PALMS AND HOW LONG AND SLENDER ARE HER FINGERS! HOW COMELY ARE HER FEET, HOW PERFECT YOUR THIGHS! NO VIRGIN OR BRIDE LED INTO THE MARRIAGE CHAMBER IS MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN SHE, SHE IS FAIRER THAN ALL OTHER WOMEN. TRULY, HER BEAUTY IS GREATER THAN THEIRS. YET TOGETHER WITH ALL THIS GRACE SHE POSSESSES ABUNDANT WISDOM, SO THAT WHATEVER SHE DOES IS PERFECT." WHEN THE KING HEARD THE WORDS OF HARKENOSH AND HIS TWO COMPANIONS, FOR ALL THREE SPOKE AS WITH ONE VOICE, HE [SEXUALLY] DESIRED HER GREATLY AND SENT OUT AT ONCE, TO TAKE HER. AND SEEING HER, HE WAS AMAZED BY ALL HER BEAUTY AND TOOK HER TO BE HIS WIFE, BUT ME HE SOUGHT TO KILL. SARAI SAID TO THE KING, "HE IS MY BROTHER," AND SO I, ABRAM, WAS SPARED BECAUSE OF HER AND WAS NOT SLAIN. AND I, ABRAM, WEPT ALOUD THAT NIGHT, I AND MY NEPHEW LOT, BECAUSE SARAI HAD BEEN TAKEN FROM ME BY FORCE. I PRAYED THAT NIGHT AND I BEGGED AND IMPLORED AND I SAID IN MY SORROW WHILE MY TEARS RAN DOWN: "BLESSED ARE YOU, O MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], LORD OF ALL THE WORLDS, YOU, WHO ARE LORD AND KING OF ALL THINGS AND WHO RULES OVER ALL THE KINGS OF THE EARTH AND JUDGES THEM ALL! I CRY NOW BEFORE YOU, MY LORD, AGAINST PHARAOH OF ZOAN THE KING OF EGYPT, BECAUSE OF MY WIFE WHO HAS BEEN TAKEN FROM ME BY FORCE. JUDGE HIM FOR ME THAT I MAY SEE YOUR MIGHTY HAND RAISED AGAINST HIM AND AGAINST ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD, AND THAT HE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO [SEXUALLY] DEFILE MY WIFE THIS NIGHT AND THAT THEY MAY KNOW YOU, MY LORD, THAT YOU ARE LORD OF ALL THE KINGS OF THE EARTH." AND I WEPT AND WAS SORROWFUL. AND DURING THAT NIGHT THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] SENT A SPIRIT TO SCOURGE HIM, AN EVIL SPIRIT TO ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD, AND IT SCOURGED HIM AND ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD. AND HE WAS UNABLE TO APPROACH HER, AND ALTHOUGH HE WAS WITH HER FOR TWO YEARS, HE KNEW HER NOT. AT THE END OF THOSE TWO YEARS, THE SCOURGES OF AFFLICTIONS GREW GREATER AND MORE GRIEVOUS UPON HIM AND ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD, SO HE SENT FOR ALL THE SAGES OF EGYPT, FOR ALL THE MAGICIANS, TOGETHER WITH ALL THE HEALERS OF EGYPT, THAT THEY MIGHT HEAL HIM AND ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD OF THIS SCOURGE. BUT NOT ONE HEALER OR MAGICIAN OR SAGE COULD STAY TO CURE HIM, FOR THE SPIRIT SCOURGED THEM ALL AND THEY FLED. THEN HARKENOSH CAME TO ME, BESEECHING, ME TO GO TO THE KING AND TO PRAY FOR HIM AND TO LAY MY HANDS UPON HIM THAT HE MIGHT LIVE, FOR THE KING HAD DREAMT A DREAM. BUT LOT SAID TO HIM, "ABRAM, MY UNCLE, CANNOT PRAY FOR THE KING WHILE SARAI HIS WIFE IS WITH HIM. GO, THEREFORE, AND TELL THE KING TO RESTORE HIS WIFE TO HER HUSBAND, THEN HE WILL PRAY FOR HIM AND HE SHALL LIVE." WHEN HARKENOSH HAD HEARD THE WORDS OF LOT, HE WENT TO THE KING AND SAID, "ALL THESE SCOURGES AND AFFLICTIONS WITH WHICH MY LORD THE KING IS SCOURGED AND AFFLICTED, ARE BECAUSE OF SARAI, THE WIFE OF ABRAM. LET SARAI BE RESTORED TO ABRAM, HER HUSBAND, AND THIS SCOURGE AND THE SPIRIT OF FESTERING SHALL VANISH FROM YOU." AND HE CALLED ME AND SAID, "WHAT HAVE YOU DONE TO ME WITH REGARD TO SARAI?' YOU SAID TO ME, 'SHE IS MY SISTER,' WHEREAS SHE IS YOUR WIFE, AND I TOOK HER TO BE MY WIFE. BEHOLD YOUR WIFE WHO IS WITH ME, DEPART AND GO HENCE FROM ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT! AND NOW PRAY FOR ME AND MY HOUSE THAT THIS EVIL SPIRIT MAY BE EXPELLED FROM IT." SO, I PRAYED FOR HIM AND I LAID MY HANDS ON HIS HEAD, AND THE SCOURGE DEPARTED FROM HIM AND THE EVIL SPIRIT WAS EXPELLED FROM HIM, AND HE LIVED. AND THE KING ROSE TO TELL ME HE HAD GIVEN HER MUCH SILVER AND GOLD AND MUCH RAIMENT OF FINE LINEN AND PURPLE AND HE APPOINTED MEN TO LEAD ME OUT OF ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT. AND I, ABRAM, DEPARTED WITH VERY GREAT FLOCKS AND WITH SILVER AND GOLD, AND I WENT UP FROM EGYPT TOGETHER WITH MY NEPHEW, LOT. LOT HAD GREAT FLOCKS ALSO, AND HE TOOK A WIFE FOR HIMSELF FROM AMONG THE DAUGHTERS OF EGYPT. I PITCHED MY CAMP IN EVERY PLACE IN WHICH I HAD FORMERLY CAMPED UNTIL I CAME TO BETHEL, THE PLACE WHERE I HAD BUILT AN ALTAR. AND I BUILT A SECOND ALTAR AND LAID ON IT A SACRIFICE AND AN OFFERING TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. AND THERE I CALLED ON THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF WORLDS AND PRAISED THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND BLESSED GOD, AND I GAVE THANKS BEFORE GOD FOR ALL THE RICHES AND FAVORS WHICH HE HAD BESTOWED ON ME. FOR HE HAD DEALT KINDLY TOWARDS ME AND HAD LED ME BACK IN PEACE INTO THIS LAND. AFTER THAT DAY, LOT DEPARTED FROM ME ON ACCOUNT OF THE DEEDS OF OUR SHEPHERDS. HE WENT AWAY AND SETTLED IN THE VALLEY OF THE JORDAN, TOGETHER WITH ALL HIS FLOCKS, AND I MYSELF ADDED MORE TO THEM. HE KEPT HIS SHEEP AND JOURNEYED AS FAR AS SODOM, AND HE BOUGHT A HOUSE FOR HIMSELF IN SODOM AND DWELT IN IT. BUT I DWELT ON THE MOUNTAIN OF BETHEL AND IT GRIEVED ME THAT MY NEPHEW LOT HAD DEPARTED FROM ME. AND GOD APPEARED TO ME IN A VISION AT NIGHT AND SAID TO ME, "GO TO RAMATH HAZOR WHICH IS NORTH OF BETHEL, THE PLACE WHERE YOU DWELL, AND LIFT UP YOUR EYES AND LOOK TO THE EAST AND TO THE WEST AND TO THE SOUTH AND TO THE NORTH, AND BEHOLD ALL THIS LAND WHICH I GIVE TO YOU AND YOUR SEED FOREVER." THE NEXT MORNING, I WENT UP TO RAMATH HAZOR AND FROM THAT HIGH PLACE I BEHELD THE LAND FROM THE RIVER OF EGYPT TO LEBANON AND SENIR, AND FROM THE GREAT SEA TO HAURAN, AND ALL THE LAND OF GEBAL AS FAR AS KADESH, AND ALL THE GREAT DESERT TO THE EAST OF HAURAN AND SENIR AS FAR AS EUPHRATES. AND HE SAID TO ME, "I WILL GIVE ALL THIS LAND TO YOUR SEED AND THEY SHALL POSSESS IT FOREVER. AND I WILL MULTIPLY YOUR SEED LIKE' THE DUST OF THE EARTH WHICH NO MAN CAN NUMBER, NEITHER SHALL ANY MAN NUMBER YOUR SEED. RISE AND GO! BEHOLD THE LENGTH AND BREADTH OF THE LAND FOR IT IS YOURS, AND AFTER YOU, I WILL GIVE IT TO YOUR SEED FOREVER." AND I, ABRAM, DEPARTED TO TRAVEL ABOUT AND SEE THE LAND.' I BEGAN MY JOURNEY AT THE RIVER GIHON AND TRAVELED ALONG THE COAST OF THE SEA UNTIL I CAME TO THE MOUNTAIN OF THE BULL [TAURUS]. THEN I TRAVELED FROM THE COAST OF THE GREAT SALT SEA AND JOURNEYED TOWARDS THE EAST BY THE MOUNTAIN OF THE BULL [TAURUS], ACROSS THE BREADTH OF THE LAND, UNTIL I CAME TO THE RIVER EUPHRATES. I JOURNEYED ALONG THE EUPHRATES UNTIL I CAME TO THE RED SEA [PERSIAN GULF] IN THE EAST, AND I TRAVELED ALONG THE COAST OF THE RED SEA UNTIL I CAME TO THE TONGUE OF THE SEA OF REEDS [THE MODERN RED SEA] WHICH FLOWS OUT FROM THE RED SEA. THEN I PURSUED MY WAY IN THE SOUTH UNTIL I CAME TO THE RIVER GIHON, AND RETURNING, I CAME TO MY HOUSE IN PEACE AND FOUND ALL THINGS PROSPEROUS THERE. I WENT TO DWELL AT THE OAKS OF MAMRE, WHICH IS AT HEBRON, NORTHEAST OF HEBRON, AND I BUILT AN ALTAR THERE, AND LAID ON IT A SACRIFICE AND AN OBLATION TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. I ATE AND DRANK THERE, I AND ALL THE MEN OF MY HOUSEHOLD, AND I SENT FOR MAMRE, ORNAM, AND ESHKOL, THE THREE AMORITE BROTHERS, MY FRIENDS, AND THEY ATE AND DRANK WITH ME. BEFORE THESE DAYS, KEDORLAOMER, KING OF ELAM, HAD SET OUT WITH AMRAFEL, KING OF BABYLON, ARIOK, KING OF KAPTOK, AND TIDAL, KING OF THE NATIONS WHICH LIE BETWEEN THE RIVERS, AND THEY HAD WAGED WAR AGAINST BERA, KING OF SODOM, BIRSHA, KING OF GOMORRAH, SHINAB, KING OF ADMAH, SHEMIABAD, KING OF ZEBOIM, AND AGAINST THE KING OF BELA. ALL THESE HAD MADE READY FOR BATTLE IN THE VALLEY OF SIDDIM, AND THE KING OF ELAM AND THE OTHER KINGS WITH HIM HAD PREVAILED OVER THE KING OF SODOM AND HIS COMPANIONS AND HAD IMPOSED A TRIBUTE UPON THEM. FOR TWELVE YEARS THEY HAD PAID THEIR TRIBUTE TO THE KING OF ELAM, BUT IN THE THIRTEENTH YEAR THEY [SEXUALLY] REBELLED AGAINST HIM. AND IN THE FOURTEENTH YEAR, THE KING OF ELAM PLACED HIMSELF AT THE HEAD OF ALL HIS ALLIES AND WENT UP BY THE WAY OF THE WILDERNESS, AND THEY SMOTE AND PILLAGED FROM THE RIVER EUPHRATES ONWARD. THEY SMOTE THE REFAIM WHO WERE AT ASHTEROTH KARNAIM, THE ZUMZAMIM WHO WERE AT AMMON, THE EMIM WHO WERE AT SHAVEH HA-KERIYYOTH, AND THE HORITES WHO WERE IN THE MOUNTAINS OF GEBAL, UNTIL THEY CAME TO EL PARAN WHICH IS IN THE WILDERNESS. AND THEY RETURNED AT HAZAZON TAMAR. THE KING OF SODOM WENT OUT TO MEET THEM, TOGETHER WITH THE KING OF GOMORRAH, THE KING OF ADMAH, THE KING OF ZEBOIM, AND THE KING OF BELA, AND THEY FOUGHT A BATTLE IN THE VALLEY OF SIDDIM AGAINST KEDORLAOMER, THE KING OF ELAM, AND THE KINGS WHO WERE WITH HIM. BUT THE KING OF SODOM WAS VANQUISHED AND FLED, AND THE KING OF GOMORRAH FELL INTO THE PITS. AND THE KING OF ELAM CARRIED OFF ALL THE RICHES OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH AND THEY TOOK LOT, THE NEPHEW OF ABRAM, WHO DWELT WITH THEM IN SODOM, TOGETHER WITH ALL HIS POSSESSIONS. NOW ONE OF THE SHEPHERDS OF THE FLOCKS WHICH ABRAM HAD GIVEN TO LOT ESCAPED FROM CAPTIVITY AND CAME TO ABRAM, AT THAT TIME ABRAM DWELT IN HEBRON. HE TOLD HIM THAT LOT, HIS NEPHEW, HAD BEEN TAKEN, TOGETHER WITH ALL HIS POSSESSIONS, AND THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN SLAIN, AND THAT THE KINGS HAD GONE BY THE WAY OF THE GREAT VALLEY OF THE JORDAN IN THE DIRECTION OF THEIR LAND, TAKING CAPTIVES AND PLUNDERING AND SMITING AND SLAYING, AND THAT THEY WERE JOURNEYING TOWARDS THE LAND OF DAMASCUS. ABRAM WEPT BECAUSE OF LOT, HIS NEPHEW. THEN HE BRACED HIMSELF, HE ROSE UP AND CHOSE FROM AMONG HIS SERVANTS THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEEN FIGHTING MEN TRAINED FOR WAR, AND ORNAM AND ESHKOL AND MAMRE WENT WITH HIM ALSO HE PURSUED THEM UNTIL HE CAME TO DAN, AND CAME ON THEM WHILE THEY WERE CAMPED IN THE VALLEY OF DAN. HE FELL ON THEM AT NIGHT FROM FOUR SIDES AND DURING THE NIGHT HE SLEW THEM, HE CRUSHED THEM AND I PUT THEM TO FLIGHT, AND ALL OF THEM FLED BEFORE HIM UNTIL THEY CAME TO HEL-BON, WHICH IS NORTH OF DAMASCUS. HE RESCUED FROM THEM ALL THEIR CAPTIVES, AND ALL THEIR BOOTY AND POSSESSIONS. HE ALSO DELIVERED LOT, HIS NEPHEW, TOGETHER WITH ALL HIS POSSESSIONS, AND HE BROUGHT BACK ALL THE CAPTIVES WHICH THEY HAD TAKEN. WHEN THE KING OF SODOM LEARNED THAT ABRAM HAD BROUGHT BACK ALL THE CAPTIVES AND ALL THE BOOTY, HE CAME OUT TO MEET HIM, AND HE WENT TO SALEM, WHICH IS JERUSALEM. ABRAM CAMPED IN THE VALLEY OF SHAVEH, WHICH IS THE VALLEY OF THE KING, THE VALLEY OF BETH-HA-KEREM, AND MELCHIZEDEK, KING OF SALEM, BROUGHT OUT FOOD AND DRINK TO ABRAM AND TO ALL THE MEN WHO WERE WITH HIM. HE WAS THE PRIEST OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. AND HE BLESSED ABRAM AND SAID, "BLESSED BE ABRAM BY THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH! AND BLESSED BE THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] WHO HAS DELIVERED YOUR ENEMIES INTO YOUR HAND!" AND ABRAM GAVE HIM THE [10%] TITHE OF ALL THE POSSESSIONS OF THE KING OF ELAM AND HIS COMPANIONS. THEN THE KING OF SODOM APPROACHED AND SAID TO ABRAM, "MY LORD ABRAM, GIVE ME THE SOULS WHICH ARE MINE, WHICH YOU HAVE DELIVERED FROM THE KING OF ELAM AND TAKEN CAPTIVE, AND YOU MAY HAVE ALL THE POSSESSIONS." THEN SAID ABRAM TO THE KING OF SODOM, "I RAISE MY HAND THIS DAY TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH! I WILL TAKE NOTHING OF YOURS, NOT EVEN A SHOELACE OR SHOESTRAP, LEST YOU SAY, ABRAM'S RICHES COME FROM MY POSSESSIONS! I WILL TAKE NOTHING BUT THAT WHICH THE YOUNG MEN WITH ME HAVE EATEN ALREADY, AND THE PORTION OF THE THREE MEN WHO HAVE COME WITH ME. THEY SHALL DECIDE WHETHER THEY WILL GIVE YOU THEIR PORTION." AND ABRAM RETURNED ALL THE POSSESSIONS AND ALL THE CAPTIVES AND GAVE THEM TO THE KING OF SODOM, HE FREED ALL THE CAPTIVES FROM THIS LAND WHO WERE WITH HIM, AND SENT THEM ALL BACK. AFTER THESE THINGS, GOD APPEARED TO ABRAM IN A VISION AND SAID TO HIM, "BEHOLD, TEN YEARS HAVE PASSED SINCE YOU DEPARTED FROM HARAN. FOR TWO YEARS YOU DWELT HERE AND YOU SPENT SEVEN YEARS IN EGYPT, AND ONE YEAR HAS PASSED SINCE YOU RETURNED FROM EGYPT. AND NOW EXAMINE AND COUNT ALL YOU HAVE, AND SEE HOW IT HAS GROWN TO BE DOUBLE THAT WHICH CAME OUT WITH YOU FROM HARAN. AND NOW DO NOT FEAR, I AM WITH YOU, I AM YOUR HELP AND YOUR STRENGTH. I AM A SHIELD ABOVE YOU AND A MIGHTY SAFEGUARD [A] ROUND ABOUT YOU. YOUR WEALTH AND POSSESSIONS SHALL MULTIPLY GREATLY." BUT ABRAM SAID, "MY LORD GOD, I HAVE GREAT WEALTH AND POSSESSIONS BUT WHAT GOOD SHALL THEY DO FOR ME? I SHALL DIE NAKED AND CHILDLESS. A CHILD FROM MY HOUSEHOLD SHALL INHERIT FROM ME. ELIEZER SHALL INHERIT FROM ME." AND HE SAID TO HIM, "HE SHALL NOT BE YOUR HEIR, BUT ONE WHO SHALL SPRING FROM YOUR BODY SHALL INHERIT FROM YOU."
THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS HOLY TEXTS
THE MANUAL OF DISCIPLINE
OF THE [SEXLESS] COMMITMENT
EVERYONE WHO WISHES TO JOIN THE COMMUNITY MUST PLEDGE HIMSELF TO RESPECT GOD AND MAN, TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE COMMUNAL RULE: TO SEEK GOD…TO DO WHAT IS GOOD AND UPRIGHT IN HIS SIGHT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHAT HE HAS COMMANDED THROUGH MOSES AND THROUGH HIS SERVANTS THE PROPHETS, TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ALL THAT HE HAS CHOSEN AND [SEXLESSLY] HATE ALL THAT HE HAS REJECTED, TO KEEP FAR FROM [SEXUAL] EVIL AND TO CLING TO ALL GOOD WORKS, TO ACT TRUTHFULLY AND RIGHTEOUSLY AND JUSTLY ON EARTH AND TO WALK NO MORE IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF A [SEXUALLY] GUILTY HEART AND OF [SEXUAL] LUSTFUL EYES, DOING ALL MANNER OF [SEXUAL] EVIL, TO BRING INTO A BOND OF MUTUAL [SEXLESS] LOVE, [TO] ALL WHO HAVE DECLARED THEIR WILLINGNESS TO CARRY OUT THE STATUTES OF GOD, TO JOIN THE FORMAL COMMUNITY OF GOD, TO WALK BLAMELESSLY BEFORE HIM IN CONFORMITY WITH ALL THAT HAS BEEN REVEALED AS RELEVANT TO THE SEVERAL PERIODS DURING WHICH THEY ARE TO BEAR WITNESS (TO HIM), TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ALL THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT, EACH ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF HIS [SEXUAL] GUILT, WHICH GOD WILL ULTIMATELY REQUITE. ALL WHO DECLARE THEIR WILLINGNESS TO SERVE GOD'S TRUTH MUST BRING ALL OF THEIR MIND, ALL OF THEIR STRENGTH, AND ALL OF THEIR WEALTH INTO THE COMMUNITY OF GOD, SO THAT THEIR MINDS MAY BE [SEXLESSLY] PURIFIED BY THE TRUTH OF HIS PRECEPTS, THEIR STRENGTH CONTROLLED BY HIS PERFECT [SEXLESS] WAYS, AND THEIR WEALTH DISPOSED IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS JUST DESIGN. THEY MUST NOT DEVIATE BY A SINGLE STEP FROM CARRYING OUT THE [SEXLESS] ORDERS OF GOD AT THE TIMES APPOINTED FOR THEM, THEY MUST NEITHER ADVANCE THE STATUTORY TIMES NOR POSTPONE THE PRESCRIBED SEASONS. THEY MUST NOT TURN ASIDE FROM THE [SEXLESS] ORDINANCES OF GOD'S TRUTH EITHER TO THE RIGHT OR TO THE LEFT. 
OF [SEXLESS] INTIATION
MOREOVER, ALL WHO WOULD JOIN THE RANKS OF THE COMMUNITY MUST ENTER INTO A COVENANT IN THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF GOD TO DO ACCORDING TO ALL THAT HE HAS COMMANDED AND NOT TO TURN AWAY FROM HIM THROUGH ANY FEAR OR TERROR OR THROUGH ANY TRIAL TO WHICH THEY MAY BE SUBJECTED THROUGH THE [SEXUAL] DOMINATION OF BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA]. WHEN THEY ENTER INTO THAT COVENANT, THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES ARE TO PRONOUNCE A BLESSING UPON THE GOD OF SALVATION AND UPON ALL THAT HE DOES TO MAKE KNOWN HIS TRUTH, AND ALL THAT ENTER THE COVENANT ARE TO SAY AFTER THEM, AMEN, AMEN. THEN THE PRIESTS ARE TO REHEARSE THE BOUNTEOUS [SEXLESS] ACTS OF GOD AS REVEALED IN ALL HIS [SEXLESS] DEEDS OF POWER, AND THEY ARE TO RECITE ALL HIS TENDER MERCIES TOWARDS ISRAEL, WHILE THE LEVITES ARE TO REHEARSE THE [SEXUAL] INIQUITIES OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AND ALL THE [SEXUAL] GUILTY TRANSGRESSION AND [SEXUAL] SINS THAT THEY HAVE COMMITTED THROUGH THE [SEXUAL] DOMINATION OF BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA]. AND ALL WHO ENTER THE COVENANT ARE TO MAKE CONFESSION AFTER THEM, SAYING, WE, HAVE ACTED [SEXUALLY] PERVERSELY, WE HAVE TRANSGRESSED, WE HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, WE HAVE DONE [SEXUALLY] WICKEDLY, OURSELVES AND OUR FATHERS BEFORE US, IN THAT WE HAVE GONE COUNTER TO THE TRUTH. GOD HAS BEEN RIGHT TO BRING HIS JUDGMENT UPON US AND UPON OUR FATHERS. HOWBEIT, ALWAYS FROM ANCIENT TIMES HE HAS ALSO BESTOWED HIS MERCIES UPON US ALL, AND SO WILL HE DO FOR ALL TIME TO COME. THEN THE PRIESTS ARE TO INVOKE A BLESSING ON ALL THAT HAVE CAST THEIR LOW WITH GOD, THAT WALK [SEXLESSLY] BLAMELESSLY IN ALL THEIR WAYS, AND THEY ARE TO SAY: MAY HE BLESS THEE WITH ALL GOOD AND KEEP THEE FROM ALL [SEXUAL] EVIL. AND ILLUMINE THY HEART WITH INSIGHT INTO THE THINGS OF LIFE, AND GRACE THEE WITH KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS ETERNAL, AND LIFT UP HIS GRACIOUS COUNTENANCE TOWARDS THEE TO GRANT THEE PEACE EVERLASTING. THE LEVITES, ON THE OTHER HAND, ARE TO INVOKE A [SEXUAL] CURSE ON ALL THAT HAVE CAST THEIR LOT WITH BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA], AND TO SAY IN RESPONSE: [SEXUALLY] CURSED ARE THOU FOR ALL THY WICKED [SEXUAL] GUILTY WORKS, MAY GOD MAKE THEE A THING OF ABHORRENCE AT THE HANDS OF ALL WHO WOULD WREAK VENGEANCE, AND VISIT THINE [SEXUAL] OFFSPRING WITH DESTRUCTION AT THE HANDS OF ALL WHO WOULD METE OUT RETRIBUTION. [SEXUALLY] CURSED ART THOU, BEYOND HOPE OF MERCY. EVEN AS THEY, WORKS ARE WROUGHT IN DARKNESS, SO MAYEST THOU BE [ETERNALLY] DAMNED IN THE GLOOM OF THE FIRE ETERNAL. MAY GOD SHOW THEE NO FAVOR WHEN THOU CALLEST, NEITHER PARDON TO FORGIVE THINE [SEXUAL] INIQUITIES. MAY HE LIFT UP AN ANGRY COUNTENANCE TOWARDS THEE, TO WREAK VENGEANCE UPON THEE. MAY NO MAN WISH THEE PEACE OF ALL THAT TRULY CLAIM THEIR PATRIMONY. AND ALL THAT ENTER THE COVENANT SHALL SAY ALIKE AFTER THEM THAT [SEXLESSLY] BLESS AND AFTER THEM THAT [SEXUALLY] CURSE, AMEN, AMEN. THEREUPON THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SHALL CONTINUE AND SAY: [SEXUALLY] CURSED BE EVERY ONE THAT HATH COME TO ENTER THIS COVENANT WITH THE TAINT OF [SEXUAL] IDOLATRY IN HIS HEART AND WHO HATH SET HIS [SEXUAL] INIQUITY AS A STUMBLINGBLOCK BEFORE HIM SO THAT THEREBY HE MAY DEFECT, AND WHO, WHEN HE HEARS THE [SEXLESS] TERMS OF THIS COVENANT, BLESSES HIMSELF IN HIS HEART, SAYING, MAY IT GO WELL WITH ME, FOR I SHALL GO ON WALKING IN THE [SEXUAL] STUBBORNNESS OF MY HEART! WHETHER HE SATISFY HIS [SEXUAL] PASSIONS OR WHETHER HE STILL THIRSTS FOR THEIR FULFILLMENT, MAY HIS SPIRIT BE SWEPT AWAY AND RECEIVE NO PARDON. MAY THE ANGER OF GOD AND THE FURY OF HIS JUDGMENTS CONSUME HIM AS BY FIRE UNTO HIS ETERNAL EXTINCTION, AND MAY THERE CLEAVE UNTO HIM ALL THE [SEXUAL] CURSES THREATENED IN THIS COVENANT. MAY GOD SET HIM APART FOR MISFORTUNE, AND MAY HE BE CUT OFF FROM THE MIDST OF ALL THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT IN THAT THROUGH THE TAINT OF HIS [SEXUAL] IDOLATRY AND THROUGH THE STUMBLINGBLOCK OF HIS [SEXUAL] INIQUITY HE HAS DEFECTED FROM GOD. MAY GOD SET HIS LOT AMONG THOSE THAT ARE ACCURSED FOREVER! AND ALL WHO HAVE BEEN ADMITTED TO THE COVENANT SHALL SAY THEM IN RESPONSE, AMEN, AMEN. 
OF THE ANNUAL REVIEW
THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE IS TO BE FOLLOWED YEAR BY YEAR SO LONG AS BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA] CONTINUES TO HOLD SWAY. THE PRIESTS ARE FIRST TO BE REVIEWED IN DUE ORDER, ONE AFTER ANOTHER, IN RESPECT OF THE STATE OF THEIR SPIRITS. AFTER THEM, THE LEVITES SHALL BE SIMILARLY REVIEWED, AND IN THE THIRD PLACE ALL THE LAITY ONE AFTER ANOTHER, IN THEIR THOUSANDS, HUNDREDS, FIFTIES AND TENS. THE OBJECT IS THAT EVERY MAN IN ISRAEL MAY BE MADE AWARE OF HIS STATUS IN THE COMMUNITY OF GOD IN THE SENSE OF THE IDEAL, ETERNAL SOCIETY, AND THAT NONE MAY BE ABASED BELOW HIS STATUS NOR EXALTED ABOVE HIS ALLOTTED PLACE. ALL OF THEM WILL THUS BE MEMBERS OF A COMMUNITY FOUNDED AT ONCE UPON TRUE VALUES AND UPON A BECOMING SENSE OF HUMILITY [HUMBLENESS], UPON CHARITY AND MUTUAL FAIRNESS-MEMBERS OF A SOCIETY TRULY HALLOWED, PARTNERS IN AN EVERLASTING COMMUNION. OF THOSE WHO ARE TO BE EXCLUDED. ANYONE WHO REFUSES TO ENTER THE (IDEAL) SOCIETY OF GOD AND PERSISTS IN WALKING IN THE [SEXUAL] STUBBORNNESS OF HIS HEART SHALL NOT BE ADMITTED TO THIS COMMUNITY OF GOD'S [UNFAILING] TRUTH. FOR INASMUCH AS HIS SOUL HAS REVOLTED AT THE DISCIPLINE ENTAILED IN A KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENTS [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23], HE HAS SHOWN NO REAL STRENGTH IN AMENDING HIS WAY OF LIFE, AND THEREFORE CANNOT BE RECKONED WITH THE UPRIGHT. THE MENTAL, PHYSICAL AND MATERIAL RESOURCES OF SUCH A MAN ARE NOT TO BE INTRODUCED INTO THE STOCK OF THE COMMUNITY, FOR SUCH A MAN 'PLOWS IN THE [SEXUAL] SLIME OF WICKEDNESS' AND 'THERE ARE [SEXUAL] STAINS ON HIS REPENTANCE'. HE IS NOT HONEST IN RESOLVING THE [SEXUAL] STUBBORNNESS OF HIS HEART. ON PATHS OF LIGHT HE SEES BUT DARKNESS, SUCH A MAN CANNOT BE RECKONED AS AMONG THOSE ESSENTIALLY BLAMELESS. HE CANNOT BE CLEARED BY MERE CEREMONIES OF ATONEMENT, NOR [SEXLESSLY] CLEANSED BY ANY WATERS OF ABLUTION, NOR [SEXLESSLY] SANCTIFIED BY IMMERSION IN LAKES OF RIVERS, NOR [SEXLESSLY] PURIFIED BY ANY BATH. UNCLEAN, UNCLEAN HE REMAINS SO LONG AS HE [SEXUALLY] REJECTS THE [SEXLESS] GOVERNMENT OF GOD AND [SEXUALLY] REFUSES THE DISCIPLINE OF COMMUNION WITH HIM. FOR IT IS ONLY THROUGH THE SPIRITUAL APPREHENSION OF GOD'S TRUTH THAT MAN'S WAYS CAN BE PROPERLY DIRECTED. ONLY THUS CAN ALL HIS [SEXUAL] INIQUITIES BE SHRIVEN SO THAT HE CAN GAZE UPON THE TRUE LIGHT OF LIFE. ONLY THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] CAN HE ACHIEVE [SEXLESS] UNION WITH GOD'S TRUTH AND BE [SEXLESSLY] PURGED OF ALL HIS [SEXUAL] INIQUITIES. ONLY BY A SPIRIT OF UPRIGHTNESS AND HUMILITY [HUMBLENESS] CAN HIS [SEXUAL] SIN BE ATONED. ONLY BY THE SUBMISSION OF HIS SOUL TO ALL THE [SEXLESS] ORDINANCES OF GOD [ROMANS 13:1-10; JAMES 4:7-10 & 1ST PETER 5:5-11] CAN HIS FLESH BE MADE [SEXLESSLY] CLEAN. ONLY THUS CAN IT REALLY BE SPRINKLED WITH WATERS OF ABLUTION. ONLY THUS CAN IT REALLY BE [SEXLESSLY] SANCTIFIED BY WATERS OF [SEXLESS] PURIFICATION. AND ONLY THUS CAN HE REALLY DIRECT HIS STEPS TO WALK BLAMELESSLY THROUGH ALL THE VICISSITUDES [TRANSFORMATION] OF HIS [GENUINE] DESTINY IN ALL THE [SEXLESS] WAYS OF GOD IN THE MANNER WHICH HE HAS COMMANDED, WITHOUT TURNING EITHER TO THE RIGHT OR TO THE LEFT AND WITHOUT OVERSTEPPING ANY OF GOD'S [INFALLIBLE INERRANT] WORDS. THEN INDEED WILL HE BE ACCEPTABLE BEFORE GOD LIKE AN ATONEMENT-OFFERING WHICH MEETS WITH HIS [SEXLESS] PLEASURE, AND THEN INDEED WILL HE BE ADMITTED TO THE COVENANT OF THE COMMUNITY FOREVER. 
OF THE 2 SPIRITS IN MAN
THIS IS FOR THE MAN WHO WOULD BRING OTHER TO THE INNER VISION, SO THAT HE MAY UNDERSTAND AND TEACH TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT THE REAL [SEXLESS] NATURE OF MEN, TOUCHING THE DIFFERENT VARIETIES OF THEIR TEMPERAMENTS WITH THE [SEXLESS] DISTINGUISHING TRAITS THEREOF, TOUCHING THEIR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS, AND TOUCHING THE [SEXLESS] REASON WHY THEY ARE NOW VISITED WITH [TRUE] AFFLICTIONS AND NOW ENJOY PERIODS OF WELL-BEING. ALL THAT IS AND EVER WAS COMES FROM A GOD OF KNOWLEDGE. BEFORE THINGS CAME INTO EXISTENCE, HE DETERMINED THE PLAN OF THEM, AND WHEN THEY FILL THEIR APPOINTED ROLES, IT IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS GLORIOUS DESIGN THAT THEY DISCHARGE THEIR FUNCTIONS. NOTHING CAN BE CHANGED. IN HIS [TERRIBLE] HAND, LIES THE [SEXLESS] GOVERNMENT OF ALL THINGS. GOD IT IS THAT SUSTAINS THEM IN THEIR NEEDS. NOW, THIS GOD CREATED MAN TO RULE THE WORLD, AND APPOINTED FOR HIM TWO SPIRITS AFTER WHOSE DIRECTION HE WAS TO WALK UNTIL THE FINAL INQUISITION. THEY ARE THE SPIRITS OF TRUTH AND [SEXUAL] PERVERSITY [SPIRITS OF ERROR]. THE ORIGIN OF TRUTH LIES IN THE FOUNTAIN OF LIGHT, AND THAT OF PERVERSITY IN THE WELLSPRING OF DARKNESS. ALL WHO PRACTICE [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUSNESS ARE UNDER THE DOMINATION OF THE PRINCE OF LIGHTS, AND WALK IN WAYS OF LIGHT, WHEREAS ALL WHO PRACTICE [SEXUAL] PERVERSITY ARE UNDER THE DOMINATION OF THE ANGEL OF DARKNESS, HOWEVER, EVEN THOSE WHO PRACTICE [SEXUAL] RIGHTEOUSNESS ARE MADE LIABLE TO ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32 & 2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15]. ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] SIN AND THEIR [SEXUAL] INIQUITIES, ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] GUILT AND THEIR [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF TRANSGRESSION ARE THE RESULT OF HIS DOMINATION, AND THIS, BY GOD'S INSCRUTABLE DESIGN, WILL CONTINUE UNTIL THE TIME APPOINTED BY HIM. MOREOVER, ALL MEN'S AFFLICTIONS AND ALL THEIR MOMENTS OF TRIBULATION ARE DUE TO THIS BEING'S MALEVOLENT SWAY. ALL OF THE SPIRITS THAT ATTEND UPON HIM ARE BENT ON CAUSING THE SONS OF LIGHT TO [SEXUALLY] STUMBLE. HOWBEIT, THE GOD OF ISRAEL AND THE ANGEL OF HIS TRUTH ARE ALWAYS THERE TO HELP THE SONS OF LIGHT. IT IS GOD THAT CREATED THESE SPIRITS OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS AND MADE THEM THE BASIS OF EVERY ACT, THE [INSTIGATORS] OF EVERY [SEXUAL] DEED AND THE DIRECTION AND THE DIRECTORS OF EVERY [SEXUAL] THOUGHT. THE ONE HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVES FOR TO ALL ETERNITY, AND IS EVER PLEASED WITH ITS [SEXLESS] DEEDS, BUT ANY ASSOCIATION WITH THE OTHER HE [SEXLESSLY] ABHORS, AND HE [SEXLESSLY] HATES ALL ITS [SEXUAL] WAYS TO THE END OF TIME. THIS IS THE [SEXUAL] WAY THOSE SPIRITS OPERATE IN THE WORLD. THE ENLIGHTENMENT OF MAN'S HEART, THE MAKING STRAIGHT BEFORE HIM ALL THE [SEXLESS] WAYS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUTH, THE IMPLANTING IN HIS HEART OF [GODLY] FEAR FOR THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD, OF A SPIRIT OF HUMILITY [HUMBLENESS], OF PATIENCE, OF ABUNDANT COMPASSION, OF PERPETUAL GOODNESS, OF INSIGHT, OF PERCEPTION, OF THAT SENSE OF THE DIVINE POWER THAT IS BASED AT ONCE ON AN APPREHENSION OF GOD'S [SEXLESS] WORKS AND A RELIANCE ON HIS PLENTEOUS MERCY, OF A SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE INFORMING EVERY PLAN OF ACTION, OF A ZEAL FOR RIGHTEOUS [SEXLESS] GOVERNMENT, OF A HALLOWED MIND IN A CONTROLLED [DIVINE] NATURE, OF ABOUNDING [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR ALL WHO FOLLOW THE TRUTH, OF SELF-RESPECTING [SEXLESS] PURITY WHICH ABHORS ALL THE TAINT OF [SEXUAL] FILTH, OF A MODESTY OF [SEXLESS] BEHAVIOUR COUPLED WITH A GENERAL PRUDENCE AND AN ABILITY TO HIDE WITHIN ONESELF THE [TOP] SECRETS OF WHAT ONE KNOWS, THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT COME TO MEN IN THIS WORLD THROUGH COMMUNION WITH THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH. AND THE GUERDON OF ALL THAT WALK IN ITS [SEXLESS] WAYS IS HEALTH AND ABUNDANT WELL-BEING, WITH LONG LIFE AND FRUITION OF SEED ALONG WITH ETERNAL BLESSINGS AND EVERLASTING JOY IN THE LIFE EVERLASTING, AND A CROWN OF GLORY AND A ROBE OF HONOR, AMID LIGHT PERPETUAL. BUT TO THE SPIRIT OF PERVERSITY BELONG [SEXUAL] GREED [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10], REMISSNESS IN RIGHT DOING, [SEXUAL] WICKEDNESS AND FALSEHOOD, [SEXUAL] PRIDE AND PRESUMPTION, RUTHLESS [SEXUAL] DECEPTION AND GUILE, ABUNDANT [SEXUAL] INSOLENCE, SHORTNESS OF TEMPER AND PROFUSION OF [SEXUAL] FOLLY, ARROGANT [SEXUAL] PASSION, ABOMINABLE [SEXUAL] ACTS IN A SPIRIT OF LEWDNESS, FILTHY [SEXUAL] WAYS IN THE THRALLDOM OF UNCHASTITY, A BLASPHEMOUS [SEXUAL] TONGUE, BLINDNESS OF EYES, DULLNESS OF EARS, STIFFNESS OF NECK AND HARDNESS OF HEART, TO THE END THAT A MAN WALKS ENTIRELY IN WAYS OF DARKNESS AND OF EVIL [SEXUAL] CUNNING. THE GUERDON OF ALL WHO WALK IN SUCH WAYS IS MULTITUDE OF [SEXUAL] AFFLICTIONS AT THE HANDS OF ALL THE ANGELS OF DESTRUCTION, EVERLASTING PERDITION THROUGH THE ANGRY WRATH OF AN AVENGING GOD, ETERNAL HORROR AND PERPETUAL REPROACH, THE DISGRACE OF FINAL ANNIHILATION IN THE FIRE, DARKNESS THROUGHOUT THE VICISSITUDES OF LIFE IN EVERY GENERATION, DOLEFUL SORROW, BITTER MISFORTUNE AND DARKLING [SEXUAL] RUIN, ENDING IN EXTINCTION WITHOUT REMNANT OF SURVIVAL. IT IS TO THESE THINGS THAT ALL MEN ARE BORN, AND IT IS TO THESE THAT ALL THE HOST OF THEM ARE HEIRS THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS. IT IS IN THESE WAYS THAT MEN, NEEDS, MUST WALK AND IT IS IN THESE TWO DIVISIONS, ACCORDING AS A MAN INHERITS SOMETHING OF EACH, THAT ALL HUMAN ACTS ARE DIVIDED THROUGHOUT ALL THE AGES OF ETERNITY. FOR GOD HAS APPOINTED THESE TWO THINGS TO OBTAIN IN EQUAL MEASURE UNTIL THE FINAL AGE. BETWEEN THE TWO CATEGORIES HE HAS SET AN ETERNAL ENMITY. [SEXUAL] DEEDS OF PERVERSITY ARE AN ABOMINATION TO TRUTH, WHILE ALL THE [SEXLESS] WAYS OF TRUTH ARE AN ABOMINATION TO PERVERSITY, AND THERE IS A CONSTANT JEALOUS RIVALRY BETWEEN THEIR TWO REGIMES, FOR THEY DO NOT MARCH IN ACCORD. HOWBEIT, GOD IN HIS INSCRUTABLE WISDOM HAS APPOINTED A TERM FOR EXISTENCE OF PERVERSITY, AND WHEN THE TIME OF INQUISITION COMES, HE WILL DESTROY IT FOREVER. THEN TRUTH WILL EMERGE TRIUMPHANT FOR THE WORLD, ALBEIT NOW UNTIL THE TIME OF THE FINAL JUDGMENT, IT, GO SULLYING ITSELF IN THE [SEXUAL] WAYS OF WICKEDNESS OWING TO THE DOMINATION OF PERVERSITY. THEN, TOO, GOD WILL PURGE ALL THE ACTS OF MAN IN THE CRUCIBLE OF HIS TRUTH, AND REFINE FOR HIMSELF ALL THE FABRIC OF MAN, DESTROYING EVERY SPIRIT OF PERVERSITY FROM WITHIN HIS FLESH AND [SEXLESSLY] CLEANSING HIM BY THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] FROM ALL THE [SEXUAL] EFFECTS OF WICKEDNESS. LIKE WATERS OF [SEXLESS] PURIFICATION HE WILL SPRINKLE UPON THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, TO [SEXLESSLY] CLEANSE HIM OF ALL THE ABOMINATIONS OF FALSEHOOD AND OF ALL [SEXUAL] POLLUTION THROUGH THE SPIRIT OF FILTH, TO THE END THAT, BEING MADE UPRIGHT, MEN MAY HAVE UNDERSTANDING OF TRANSCENDENTAL KNOWLEDGE AND OF THE LORE OF THE SONS OF HEAVEN, AND THAT, BEING MADE BLAMELESS IN THEIR [SEXLESS] WAYS, THEY MAY BE ENDOWED WITH INNER VISION. FOR THEM HAS GOD CHOSEN TO BE THE PARTNERS OF HIS ETERNAL COVENANT, AND THEIRS SHALL BE ALL MORTAL GLORY. PERVERSITY SHALL BE NO MORE, AND ALL [SEXUAL] WORKS OF DECEIT SHALL BE PUT TO SHAME. THUS FAR, THE SPIRITS OF TRUTH AND PERVERSITY HAVE BEEN STRUGGLING IN THE HEART OF MAN. MEN HAVE WALKED BOTH IN [SEXLESS] WISDOM AND [SEXUAL] FOLLY. IF A MAN CASTS HIS PORTION WITH THE TRUTH, HE DOES [SEXLESSLY] RIGHTEOUSLY AND [SEXLESSLY] HATES [SEXUAL] PERVERSITY, IF HE CASTS IT WITH [SEXUAL] PERVERSITY, HE DOES WICKEDLY AND ABOMINATES TRUTH. FOR GOD HAS APPOINTED THEM IN EQUAL MEASURE UNTIL THE FINAL AGE, UNTIL 'HE MAKES ALL THINGS NEW'. HE FOREKNOWS THE EFFECT OF THEIR [SEXUAL] WORKS IN EVERY EPOCH OF THE WORLD, AND HE HAS MADE MEN HEIRS TO THEM THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW GOOD AND EVIL. BUT [WHEN THE TIME] OF INQUISITION [COMES], HE WILL DETERMINE THE [SEXUAL] FATE [DOOM] OF EVERY LIVING BEING IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHICH OF THE [TWO SPIRITS HE HAS CHOSEN TO FOLLOW]. 
OF SOCIAL RELATIONS
THIS IS THE RULE FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY, THAT IS, FOR SUCH AS HAVE DECLARED THEIR READINESS TO TURN AWAY FROM ALL [SEXUAL] EVIL AND TO ADHERE TO ALL THAT GOD IN HIS GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE HAS COMMANDED. THEY ARE TO KEEP APART FROM THE [SEXUAL] COMPANY OF THE FROWARD. THEY ARE TO BELONG TO THE COMMUNITY IN BOTH DOCTRINAL AND AN ECONOMIC SENSE. THEY ARE TO ABIDE BY THE [SEXLESS] DECISIONS OF THE SONS OF ZADOK, THE SAME BEING PRIESTS THAT STILL KEEP THE COVENANT, AND OF THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMUNITY THAT STAND FIRM IN IT. IT IS BY THE VOTE OF SUCH THAT ALL MATTERS DOCTRINAL, ECONOMIC AND JUDICIAL ARE TO BE DETERMINED. THEY ARE CONCERTEDLY AND IN ALL THEIR PURSUITS TO PRACTICE TRUTH, HUMILITY [HUMBLENESS], RIGHTEOUSNESS, JUSTICE, CHASTITY AND DECENCY, WITH NO ONE WALKING IN THE [SEXUAL] STUBBORNNESS OF HIS OWN HEART OR GOING ASTRAY AFTER HIS HEART OR HIS EYES OR HIS FALLIBLE HUMAN MIND. FURTHERMORE, THEY ARE CONCERTEDLY TO REMOVE THE [SEXUAL] IMPURITY OF THEIR HUMAN MOLD, AND LIKEWISE ALL STIFFNECKEDNESS. THEY ARE TO ESTABLISH IN ISRAEL A SOLID BASIS OF TRUTH. THEY ARE TO UNITE IN A BOND INDISSOLUBLE FOREVER. THEY ARE TO EXTEND FORGIVENESS TO ALL AMONG THE PRIESTHOOD THAT HAVE FREELY ENLISTED IN THE [SEXLESS] CAUSE OF HOLINESS, AND TO ALL AMONG THE LAITY THAT HAVE DONE SO IN THE [SEXLESS] CAUSE OF TRUTH, AND LIKEWISE TO ALL THAT HAVE ASSOCIATED THEMSELVES WITH THEM. THEY ARE TO MAKE COMMON CAUSE BOTH IN THE STRUGGLE AND IN THE UPSHOT OF IT. THEY ARE TO REGARD AS [SEXUAL] FELONS ALL THAT TRANSGRESS THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 
OF THE [SEXLESS] OBLIGATIONS OF [TRUE] HOLINESS
AND THIS IS THE [SEXLESS] WAY IN WHICH ALL THOSE ORDINANCES ARE TO BE APPLIED ON A COLLECTIVE BASIS. EVERYONE WHO IS ADMITTED TO THE FORMAL ORGANIZATION (COUNCIL) OF THE COMMUNITY IS TO ENTER INTO A COVENANT OF GOD IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL FELLOW-VOLUNTEERS IN THE CAUSE AND TO COMMIT HIMSELF BY A BINDING OATH TO RETURN WITH ALL HIS HEART AND SOUL TO THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES, AS THAT [SEXLESS] LAW IS REVEALED TO THE SONS OF ZADOK-THAT IS, TO THE PRIESTS WHO STILL KEEP THE COVENANT AND SEEK GOD'S WILL, AND TO A MAJORITY OF THEIR CO-COVENANTERS WHO HAVE VOLUNTEERED TOGETHER TO ADHERE TO THE TRUTH OF GOD AND TO WALK ACCORDING TO HIS [SEXLESS] PLEASURE. HE THAT SO COMMITS HIMSELF IS TO KEEP APART FROM ALL FROWARD MEN THAT WALK IN THE [SEXUAL] PATH OF WICKEDNESS, FOR SUCH MEN ARE NOT TO BE RECKONED IN THE COVENANT INASMUCH AS THEY HAVE NEVER SOUGHT NOR STUDIED GOD'S [SEXLESS] ORDINANCES IN ORDER TO FIND OUT ON WHAT MORE ARCANE POINTS THEY MAY [SEXUALLY] GUILTILY HAVE GONE ASTRAY, WHILE IN REGARD TO THE THINGS WHICH STAND PATENTLY REVEALED THEY HAVE ACTED HIGH-HANDEDLY. THEY HAVE THUS INCURRED GOD'S ANGRY JUDGMENT AND CAUSED HIM TO TAKE VENGEANCE UPON THEM WITH ALL THE [SEXUAL] CURSES THREATENED IN THE COVENANT AND TO WREAK GREAT JUDGMENTS UPON THEM THAT THEY BE FINALLY DESTROYED WITHOUT REMNANT. NO ONE IS TO GO INTO WATER IN ORDER TO ATTAIN THE [SEXLESS] PURITY OF HOLY MEN [MEN OF THE CLOTH]. FOR MEN CANNOT BE [SEXLESSLY] PURIFIED EXCEPT THEY REPENT THEIR [SEXUAL] EVIL. GOD REGARDS AS [SEXUALLY] IMPURE ALL THAT TRANSGRESS HIS [INFALLIBLE INERRANT] WORD. NO ONE IS TO HAVE ANY ASSOCIATION WITH SUCH A MAN EITHER IN WORK OR IN GOODS, LEST HE INCUR THE [SEXUAL] PENALTY OF PROSECUTION. RATHER IS HE TO KEEP AWAY FROM SUCH A MAN IN EVERY RESPECT, FOR THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURES SAYS: 'KEEP AWAY FROM EVERY FALSE THING' [EXODUS 23:7]. NO MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY IS TO ABIDE BY THE DECISION OF SUCH [SEXUAL] MEN IN ANY [TRUE] MATTER OF [DEXLESS] DOCTRINE OR [SEXLESS] LAW. HE IS NOT TO EAT OR DRINK OF ANYTHING THAT BELONGS TO THEM NOR RECEIVE ANYTHING FROM THEM EXCEPT FOR CASH, EVEN AS SIT IS WRITTEN: 'DESIST FROM MAN WHOSE BREATH IS IN HIS NOSTRILS, FOR AS WHAT IS HE RECKONED:' [ISAIAH 2:22]. ALL THAT ARE NOT RECKONED IN THE COVENANT MUST BE PUT ASIDE, AND LIKEWISE ALL THAT THEY POSSES. A HOLY MAN [MAN OF THE CLOTH] MUST NOT RELY ON [SEXUAL] WORKS OF VANITY, AND VANITY IS WHAT ALL OF THEM ARE THAT HAVE NOT RECOGNIZED GOD'S COVENANT. ALL THAT SPURN HIS [INFALLIBLE INERRANT] WORD WILL GOD BLAST OUT OF THE WORLD. ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] ACTIONS ARE AS FILTH BEFORE HIM, AND HE REGARDS ALL THEIR POSSESSIONS AS [SEXUALLY] UNCLEAN [REVELATION 22:11]. 
OF THE [SEXLESS] EXAMINATION OF INITIANTS
WHEN A MAN ENTERS THE COVENANT, MINDED TO ACT IN ACCORDANCE WITH ALL THE FOREGOING [SEXLESS] ORDINANCES AND FORMALLY TO ALLY HIMSELF TO THE HOLY CONGREGATION, INQUIRY IS TO BE MADE CONCERNING HIS TEMPER IN HUMAN RELATIONS AND HIS UNDERSTANDING AND PERFORMANCE IN MATTERS OF [SEXLESS] DOCTRINE. THIS INQUIRY IS TO BE CONDUCTED JOINTLY BY THE PRIESTS WHO HAVE UNDERTAKEN CONCERTEDLY TO UPHOLD GOD'S COVENANT AND TO SUPERVISE THE EXECUTION OF ALL THE [SEXLESS] ORDINANCES WHICH HE HAS COMMANDED, AND BY A MAJORITY OF THE LAITY WHO HAVE LIKEWISE UNDERTAKEN CONCERTEDLY TO RETURN TO THAT COVENANT. EVERY MAN IS THEN TO BE REGISTERED IN A PARTICULAR RANK, ONE AFTER THE OTHER, BY THE [SEXLESS] STANDARD OF HIS ATTITUDES AND THEIR PERFORMANCE ARE TO BE REVIEWED, HOWEVER, YEAR BY YEAR, SOME BEING THEN PROMOTED BY VIRTUE OF THEIR (IMPROVED) UNDERSTANDING AND THE INTEGRITY OF THEIR [SEXLESS] CONDUCT, AND OTHERS DEMOTED FOR THEIR [SEXUAL] WAYWARDNESS. 
OF ACCUSATIONS AND GRUDGES
WHEN ANYONE HAS A CHARGE AGAINST HIS NEIGHBOUR, HE IS TO PROSECUTE IT TRUTHFULLY, HUMBLY AND HUMANELY. HE IS NOT TO SPEAK TO HIM ANGRILY OR QUERULOUSLY OR ARROGANTLY OR IN ANY WICKED [SEXUAL] MOOD. HE IS NOT TO BEAR HATRED [TOWARDS HIM IN THE INNER RECESSES] OF HIS HEART. WHEN HE HAS A CHARGE AGAINST HIM, HE IS TO PROFFER IT THEN AND THERE [ON THE SELFSAME DAY] AND NOT RENDER HIMSELF LIABLE TO [SEXUAL] PENALTY BY NURSING A GRUDGE. FURTHERMORE, NO MAN IS TO BRING A CHARGE PUBLICLY AGAINST HIS NEIGHBOUR EXCEPT HE, PROVE IT BY [TRUE] WITNESS. 
OF COMMUNAL [SEXLESS] DUTIES
THIS IS THE PROCEDURE WHICH ALL MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY ARE TO FOLLOW IN ALL DEALINGS WITH ONE ANOTHER, WHEREVER THEY DWELL. EVERYONE IS TO OBEY HIS [SEXLESS] SUPERIOR IN RANK IN ALL MATTERS OF WORK AND MONEY. BUT ALL ARE TO DINE TOGETHER, WORSHIP TOGETHER AND TAKE COUNSEL TOGETHER. WHEREVER THERE BE TEN MEN WHO HAVE FORMALLY ENROLLED IN THE COMMUNITY, ONE WHO IS A PRIEST IS NOT TO DEPART FROM THEM. WHEN THEY SIT IN HIS [SEXLESS] PRESENCE, THEY ARE TO TAKE THEIR PLACES ACCORDING TO THEIR RESPECTIVE RANKS, AND THE SAME ORDER IS TO OBTAIN WHEN THEY MEET FOR COMMON COUNSEL. WHEN THEY SET THE TABLE FOR A MEAL OR PREPARE WINE TO DRINK, THE PRIEST IS FIRST TO PUT FORTH HIS HAND TO INVOKE A BLESSING ON THE FIRST PORTION OF THE BREAD AND WINE. IN ANY PLACE WHERE THERE HAPPEN TO BE TEN SUCH MEN, THERE IS NOT TO BE ABSENT FROM THEM ONE WHO WILL BE AVAILABLE AT ALL TIMES, DAY AND NIGHT, TO INTERPRET THE [SEXLESS] LAW (TORAH), EACH OF THEM DOING SO IN TURN. THE GENERAL MEMBERS [BRASS] OF THE COMMUNITY ARE TO KEEP AWAKE FOR A THIRD OF ALL THE NIGHTS OF THE YEAR READING BOOK(S), [OR THE BOOK OF LAW] STUDYING THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPING TOGETHER. 
OF THE GENERAL [SEXLESS] COUNCIL
THIS IS THE RULE COVERING PUBLIC SESSIONS. THE PRIESTS ARE TO OCCUPY THE FIRST PLACE. THE ELDERS ARE TO COME SECOND, AND THE REST OF THE PEOPLE ARE TO TAKE THEIR PLACES ACCORDING TO THEIR RESPECTIVE RANKS. THIS ORDER IS TO OBTAIN ALIKE WHEN THEY SEEK A JUDICIAL RULING, WHEN THEY MEET FOR COMMON COUNSEL, OR WHEN ANY MATTER ARISES OF GENERAL CONCERN. EVERYONE IS TO HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY OF RENDERING HIS OPINION IN THE COMMON COUNCIL. NO ONE, HOWEVER, IS TO INTERRUPT WHILE HIS NEIGHBOUR IS SPEAKING, OR TO SPEAK UNTIL THE LATTER HAS FINISHED. FURTHERMORE, NO ONE IS TO SPEAK IN ADVANCE OF HIS PRESCRIBED RANK. EVERYONE IS TO SPEAK IN TURN, AS HE IS CALLED UPON. IN PUBLIC SESSIONS, NO ONE IS TO SPEAK ON ANY SUBJECT THAT IS NOT OF CONCERN TO (OR TO THE LIKING OF) THE [SEXLESS] COMPANY AS A WHOLE. IF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP [BRASS] OR ANYONE WHO IS NOT OF THE SAME RANK AS THE PERSON WHO HAPPENS TO BE RAISING A QUESTION FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF THE COMMUNITY, HAS SOMETHING TO SAY TO THE COMPANY, HE IS TO STAND UP AND DECLARE: I HAVE SAID SOMETHING TO THE COMPANY, AND ONLY IF THEY SO BID HIM, IS HE TO SPEAK. 
OF POSTULANTS [CANDIDATE] AND NOVICES [BEGINNERS]
IF ANY MAN IN ISRAEL WISH TO BE AFFILIATED TO THE FORMAL CONGREGATION OF THE COMMUNITY, THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP [BRASS] IS TO EXAMINE HIM AS TO HIS INTELLIGENCE AND HIS [SEXLESS] ACTIONS AND, IF HE THEN, EMBARK ON A COURSE OF TRAINING, HE IS TO HAVE HIM ENTER INTO A COVENANT TO RETURN TO THE TRUTH AND TURN AWAY FROM ALL [SEXUAL] PERVERSITY. THEN HE IS TO APPRAISE HIM OF ALL THE RULES OF THE COMMUNITY. SUBSEQUENTLY, WHEN THAT MAN COMES TO PRESENT HIMSELF TO THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP [BRASS], EVERYONE IS TO BE ASKED HIS OPINION ABOUT HIM. AND HIS ADMISSION TO OR REJECTION FROM THE FORMAL CONGREGATION OF THE COMMUNITY IS TO BE DETERMINED BY GENERAL VOTE. NO CANDIDATE, HOWEVER, IS TO BE ADMITTED TO THE FORMAL STATE OF [SEXLESS] PURITY ENJOYED BY THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP [BRASS] OF THE COMMUNITY UNTIL, AT THE COMPLETION OF A FULL YEAR, HIS SPIRITUAL [SEXLESS] ATTITUDE AND HIS [SEXLESS] PERFORMANCE HAVE BEEN DULY REVIEWED. MEANWHILE HE IS TO HAVE NO STAKE IN THE COMMON FUNDS. AFTER HE HAS SPENT A FULL YEAR IN THE MIDST OF THE COMMUNITY, THE MEMBERS ARE JOINTLY TO REVIEW HIS [SEXLESS] CASE, AS TO HIS UNDERSTANDING AND PERFORMANCE IN [SEXLESS] MATTERS OF DOCTRINE. IF IT THEN BE VOTED BY THE OPINION OF THE PRIESTS AND OF A MAJORITY OF THEIR CO-COVENANTERS TO ADMIT HIM TO THE SODALITY [GUILD], THEY ARE TO HAVE HIM BRING WITH HIM ALL HIS PROPERTY AND THE TOOLS OF HIS PROFESSION. THESE ARE TO BE COMMITTED TO THE CUSTODY OF THE COMMUNITY'S 'MINISTER OF WORKS'. THEY ARE TO [BE] ENTERED BY THAT OFFICER INTO AN ACCOUNT, BUT HE IS NOT TO DISBURSE THEM FOR THE GENERAL BENEFIT. NOT UNTIL THE COMPLETION OF A SECOND YEAR AMONG THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY IS THE CANDIDATE TO BE ADMITTED TO THE COMMON BOARD. [DRINK] WHEN HOWEVER, THAT SECOND YEAR HAS BEEN COMPLETED, HE IS TO BE SUBJECTED TO A FURTHER REVIEW BY THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP [BRASS], AND IF IT THEN BE VOTED TO ADMIT HIM TO THE COMMUNITY, HE IS TO BE REGISTERED IN DUE ORDER OF RANK WHICH HE IS TO OCCUPY AMONG HIS BRETHREN IN ALL MATTERS PERTAINING TO [SEXLESS] DOCTRINE, JUDICIAL [SEXLESS] PROCEDURE, DEGREE OF [SEXLESS] PURITY AND SHARE IN THE COMMON FUNDS. THENCEFORTH HIS [SEXLESS] COUNSEL AND HIS [SEXLESS] JUDGMENT ARE TO BE AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE COMMUNITY. 
OF LYING, FALSE, IMPUDENT AND BLASPHEMOUS SPEECH
AND THESE ARE THE RULES TO BE FOLLOWED IN THE INTERPRETATION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW REGARDING FORMS OF SPEECH. IF THERE BE FOUND IN THE COMMUNITY A MAN WHO CONSCIOUSLY LIES IN THE MATTER OF (HIS) WEALTH, HE IS TO BE REGARDED AS OUTSIDE THE STATE OF [SEXLESS] PURITY ENTAILED BY MEMBERSHIP, AND HE IS TO BE MULCTED [FINED] OF ONE-FOURTH OF HIS FOOD RATION. IF A MAN, ANSWER HIS NEIGHBOUR DEFIANTLY OR SPEAK BRUSQUELY [BLUNTLY] SO AS TO UNDERMINE THE COMPOSURE (SHAKE OR DISTURB THE FOUNDATION) OF HIS FELLOW, AND IN SO DOING FLOUT THE ORDERS OF ONE WHO IS REGISTERED AS HIS [SEXLESS] SUPERIOR…HE IS TO BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR ONE YEAR. IF A MAN, IN SPEAKING ABOUT ANYTHING, MENTION THAT NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WHICH IS HONORED ABOVE ALL [NAMES], OR IF, IN A MOMENT OF SUDDEN STRESS OR FOR SOME OTHER PERSONAL REASON, HE [SEXUALLY] CURSES THE… (THE MAN WHO READS THE BOOK OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OR LEADS WORSHIP), HE IS TO BE PUT OUT AND NEVER TO RETURN TO FORMAL MEMBERSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY. IF A MAN SPEAKS IN ANGER AGAINST ONE OF THE REGISTERED PRIESTS, HE IS TO BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR ONE YEAR, PLACED IN ISOLATION, AND REGARDED AS OUTSIDE THE STATE OF [SEXLESS] PURITY ENTAILED IN MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMUNITY. IF, HOWEVER, HE SPOKE UNINTENTIONALLY, HE IS TO BE MULCTED [FINED] ONLY FOR SIX MONTHS. IF A MAN DEFAMES HIS NEIGHBOUR UNJUSTLY, AND DOES SO DELIBERATELY, HE IS TO MULCTED [FINED] FOR ONE YEAR AND REGARDED AS 'OUTSIDE'. 
OF FRAUD OR STEALING
IF A MAN SPEAKS WITH HIS NEIGHBOUR IN [SEXUAL] GUILE OR CONSCIOUSLY PRACTICE [SEXUAL] DECEIT UPON HIM, HE IS TO BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR SIX MONTHS. IF, HOWEVER, HE PRACTICES THE [SEXUAL] DECEIT [UNINTENTIONALLY], HE IS TO BE MULCTED [FINED] ONLY FOR THREE MONTHS. IF A MAN, DEFRAUD [STEAL FROM] THE COMMUNITY, CAUSING A DEFICIT IN ITS FUNDS, HE IS TO MAKE GOOD THAT DEFICIT, IF HE, LACK MEANS TO DO SO, HE IS TO BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR SIXTY DAYS. 
OF VINDICTIVENESS
IF HE, HARBOR A GRUDGE AGAINST HIS NEIGHBOR WITHOUT LEGITIMATE CAUSE, HE IS TO BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR SIX MONTHS [SUPRA-LINEAR CORRECTION: 'ONE YEAR']. THE SAME IS TO APPLY ALSO TO ANYONE WHO TAKES PERSONAL REVENGE ON HIS NEIGHBOR IN ANY RESPECT. 
OF IMPROPER, SEXUAL SPEECH & OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT AT PUBLIC SESSIONS
ANYONE WHO INDULGES IN INDECENT [SEXUAL] TALK IS TO BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR THREE MONTHS. ANYONE WHO INTERRUPTS HIS NEIGHBOR IN A PUBLIC SESSION IS TO BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR TEN DAYS. ANYONE WHO LIES DOWN AND GOES TO SLEEP AT A PUBLIC SESSION IS TO BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR THIRTY DAYS. ANYONE WHO LEAVES A PUBLIC SESSION GRATUITOUSLY AND WITHOUT REASON FOR AS MANY AS THREE TIMES DURING ONE SITTING IS TO BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR TEN DAYS. IF HE LEAVES WHILE EVERYONE ELSE IS STANDING…HE IS TO BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR THIRTY DAYS. 
OF INDECOROUS & UNBECOMING ACTS
IF, EXCEPT HE BE UNDER DURESS [FORCE BY A MAFIA OR MOB] …A MAN, WALK NAKED BEFORE HIS NEIGHBOR, HE SHALL BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR SIX MONTHS. IF A MAN SPIT INTO THE MIDST OF A PUBLIC SESSION, HE SHALL BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR THIRTY DAYS. IF A MAN, BRING OUT HIS HAND FROM UNDER HIS CLOAK, SO EXPOSE HIMSELF THAT HIS PRIVATE PARTS BECOME VISIBLE, HE SHALL BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR THIRTY DAYS. IF A MAN, INDULGE IN RAUCOUS, INANE [ABSURD] LAUGHTER, HE SHALL BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR THIRTY DAYS. IF A MAN PUT FORTH HIS LEFT HAND TO GESTICULATE [SIGNAL, SUCH AS POINTING WITH THE FINGER] WITH IT IN CONVERSATION, HE SHALL BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR TEN DAYS. 
OF [SEXUAL] SLANDER [RACIAL DISCRIMINATON] AND [SEXUAL] INCRIMINATION
IF A MAN, [SEXUALLY] SLANDER HIS NEIGHBOR, HE SHALL BE REGARDED AS OUTSIDE THE COMMUNAL STATE OF [SEXLESS] PURITY FOR ONE YEAR, AND HE SHALL BE MULCTED [FINED]. BUT IF HE, [SEXUALLY] SLANDER THE ENTIRE GROUP [BRASS], HE IS TO BE EXPELLED AND NEVER RETURN. IF A MAN, COMPLAIN AGAINST THE WHOLE BASIS OF THE COMMUNITY, HE IS TO BE EXPELLED IRREVOCABLY. IF HE [SEXUALLY] COMPLAINS AGAINST HIS NEIGHBOR WITHOUT LEGITIMATE CAUSE, HE IS TO BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR SIX MONTHS. 
OF DEFECTION [DESERTION TO ONE’S COUNTRY]
IF A MAN'S SPIRIT WAVER SO FAR FROM THE BASIS OF THE COMMUNITY THAT HE BETRAYS THE TRUTH AND WALK IN [SEXUAL] STUBBORNNESS OF HIS OWN HEART, BUT IF HE SUBSEQUENTLY REPENT, HE SHALL BE MULCTED [FINED] FOR TWO YEARS. DURING THE FIRST, HE SHALL BE REGARDED AS OUTSIDE THE COMMUNAL STATE OF [SEXLESS] PURITY ALTOGETHER. DURING THE SECOND HE SHALL BE EXCLUDED FROM THE COMMUNAL BOARD (DRINK) AND OCCUPY A PLACE BEHIND ALL THE OTHER MEMBERS. AT THE COMPLETION OF THE TWO YEARS, THE MEMBERSHIP IN GENERAL SHALL HOLD AN INQUIRY ABOUT HIM. IF IT THEN BE DECIDED TO READMIT HIM, HE SHALL AGAIN BE REGISTERED WITH DULY ASSIGNED RANK AND THEREAFTER HE TOO SHALL BE CALLED UPON TO RENDER HIS OPINION IN DELIBERATIONS CONCERNING THE RULES. IF A MAN HAS BEEN A FORMAL MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY FOR A FULL TEN YEARS, BUT THEN, THROUGH SPIRITUAL RELAPSE, BETRAY THE PRINCIPLES OF THE COMMUNITY AND QUIT THE GENERAL BODY IN ORDER TO WALK IN THE [SEXUAL] STUBBORNNESS OF HIS OWN HEART, HE IS NEVER TO RETURN TO FORMAL MEMBERSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY. NO MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY IS TO ASSOCIATE WITH HIM EITHER BY RECOGNIZING HIM AS OF THE SAME STATE OF [SEXLESS] PURITY OR BY SHARING PROPERTY WITH HIM. ANY OF THE MEMBERS WHO DOES SO SHALL BE LIABLE TO THE SAME SENTENCE: HE TOO SHALL BE EXPELLED. 
OF THE [SEXLESS] APPOINTMENT OF 'PRESBYTERS'
IN THE DELIBERATIVE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY THERE SHALL BE TWELVE LAYMEN AND THREE PRIESTS SCHOOLED TO PERFECTION IN ALL THAT HAS BEEN REVEALED OF THE ENTIRE [SEXLESS] LAW. THEIR [SEXLESS] DUTY SHALL BE TO SET THE STANDARD FOR THE PRACTICE OF TRUTH, RIGHTEOUSNESS AND JUSTICE, AND FOR THE EXERCISE OF CHARITY AND HUMILITY [HUMBLENESS] IN HUMAN RELATIONS, AND TO SHOW HOW, BY [SEXLESS] CONTROL OF IMPULSE AND CONTRITION OF SPIRIT, FAITHFULNESS MAY BE MAINTAINED ON EARTH, HOW, BY ACTIVE PERFORMANCE OF JUSTICE AND PASSIVE SUBMISSION TO THE TRIALS OF CHASTISEMENT, [SEXUAL] INIQUITY MAY BE CLEARED, AND HOW ONE CAN WALK WITH ALL MEN WITH THE QUALITY OF TRUTH AND IN [SEXLESS] CONDUCT APPROPRIATE TO EVERY OCCASION. SO LONG AS THESE MEN EXIST IN ISRAEL, THE DELIBERATIVE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY WILL REST SECURELY ON A BASIS OF TRUTH. IT WILL BECOME A PLANT EVERGREEN. INSOFAR AS THE LAYMEN ARE CONCERNED, IT WILL BE INDEED A SANCTUARY, AND INSOFAR AS THE PRIESTHOOD IS CONCERNED, IT WILL INDEED CONSTITUTE THE BASIS FOR A TRUE 'HOLY OF HOLIES'. THE MEMBERS OF COMMUNITY WILL BE IN ALL JUSTICE THE [SEXLESS] WITNESSES OF GOD'S TRUTH AND THE ELECT OF HIS FAVOR, EFFECTING ATONEMENT FOR THE EARTH AND ENSURING THE REQUITAL OF THE [SEXUAL] WICKED. THEY WILL BE, INDEED, A 'TESTED BULWARK' AND 'PRECIOUS CORNERSTONE' (ISAIAH 28:16], WHICH SHALL NEVER BE SHAKEN OR MOVED FROM THEIR PLACE. AS FOR THE PRIESTHOOD, THEY SHALL BE A SEAT FOR THE HOLY OF HOLIES, INASMUCH AS ALL OF THEM WILL THEN HAVE [TRUE] KNOWLEDGE OF THE COVENANT OF JUSTICE AND ALL OF THEM BE QUALIFIED TO OFFER WHAT WILL BE INDEED 'A [SEXLESS] PLEASANT SAVOR' TO THE LORD. AND AS FOR THE LAITY, THEY WILL CONSTITUTE A HOUSEHOLD OF INTEGRITY AND TRUTH, QUALIFIED TO MAINTAIN THE COVENANT AS AN EVERLASTING PACT, THEY SHALL PROVE ACCEPTABLE TO GOD [ACTS 10:34-35], SO THAT HE WILL SHRIVE THE EARTH OF ITS [SEXUAL] GUILT, BRING FINAL JUDGMENT UPON WICKEDNESS [SEXUALITY], AND PERVERSITY SHALL BE NO MORE. WHEN THESE MEN HAVE UNDERGONE, WITH BLAMELESSNESS OF [SEXLESS] CONDUCT, A TWO-YEAR PREPARATION IN THE FUNDAMENTALS OF THE COMMUNITY, THEY SHALL BE SEGREGATED AS ESPECIALLY SACRED AMONG THE FORMAL MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY. ANY KNOWLEDGE WHICH THE EXPOSITOR OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW MAY POSSES BUT WHICH MAY HAVE TO REMAIN ARCANE TO THE ORDINARY LAYMAN, HE SHALL NOT KEEP HIDDEN FROM THEM, FOR IN THEIR [SEXLESS] CASE THERE NEED BE NO FEAR THAT IT MIGHT INDUCE [SEXUAL] APOSTASY. WHEN THESE MEN EXIST IN ISRAEL, THESE ARE THE PROVISION WHEREBY THEY ARE TO BE KEPT APART FROM ANY CONSORT WITH FROWARD [SEXUAL] MEN, TO THE END THAT THEY MAY INDEED 'GO INTO THE WILDERNESS TO PREPARE THE WAY', DO WHAT [HOLY] SCRIPTURE ENJOINS WHEN IT SAYS, 'PREPARE IN THE WILDERNESS...MAKE IT STRAIGHT IN THE DESERT A HIGHWAY FOR OUR GOD' [ISAIAH 40:3]. (THE REFERENCE IS TO THE STUDY OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH GOD COMMANDED THROUGH MOSES TO THE END THAT, AN OCCASION ARISES, ALL THINGS MAY BE DONE IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHAT IS REVEALED THEREIN AND WITH WHAT THE PROPHETS ALSO HAVE REVEALED THROUGH GOD'S HOLY SPIRIT). NO MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY, THAT IS, NO DULY COVENANTED MEMBER, WHO BLATANTLY DEVIATES IN ANY PARTICULAR FROM THE BODY OF COMMANDMENTS IS TO BE PERMITTED TO COME INTO CONTACT WITH THE [SEXLESS] PURITY ENJOYED BY THESE SPECIALLY HOLY MEN [MEN OF THE CLOTH] OR TO BENEFIT BY (KNOW) THEIR [SEXLESS] COUNSEL UNTIL HIS [SEXUAL] ACTIONS BE FREE OF ALL PERVERSITY AND HE HAS BEEN READMITTED TO THE COMMON COUNCIL BY DECISION OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP [BRASS] AND THEREUPON REINSTATED IN HIS RANK. THE SAME RULE IS TO APPLY ALSO TO NOVICES [BEGINNERS]. 
OF THE [SEXLESS] CONDUCT OF 'PRESBYTERS'
THESE ARE THE RULES OF [SEXLESS] CONDUCT FOR THE 'MEN OF PERFECT HOLINESS' IN THEIR DEALINGS WITH ONE ANOTHER. IF ANY OF THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN ADMITTED TO THE DEGREE OF SPECIAL SANCTITY, THAT IS, TO THE DEGREE OF 'THOSE THAT WALK BLAMELESSLY IN THE [SEXLESS] WAY AS GOD HAS COMMANDED', TRANSGRESS A SINGLE WORD [JOT OR TITLE] OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES EITHER BLATANTLY OR DEVIOUSLY, HE IS TO BE EXCOMMUNICATED AND NEVER TO RETURN. NO OTHER PERSON IN THE DEGREE OF THE SPECIALLY, HOLY IS TO HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH HIM IN THE SHARING EITHER OF PROPERTY OR OF COUNSEL. IF, HOWEVER, HE ERRED UNINTENTIONALLY, HE IS TO BE DEBARRED ONLY FROM THAT PARTICULAR DEGREE OF [SEXLESS] PURITY AND FROM PARTICIPATION IN THE COMMON COUNCIL. THIS IS TO BE INTERPRETED TO MEAN THAT HE IS NOT TO RENDER ANY JUDGMENT NOR IS HIS [SEXUAL] COUNSEL TO BE INVITED IN ANY MATTER FOR A FULL TWO YEARS. THIS HOLD GOOD, HOWEVER, ONLY IF, AFTER THE EXPIRATION OF THE FULL TWO YEARS, HIS [SEXLESS] CONDUCT BE CONSIDERED, IN THE JUDGMENT OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP [BRASS], TO BE PERFECT ALIKE IN ATTENDANCE AT GENERAL ASSEMBLIES, IN STUDY AND IN FRAME OF MIND, AND IF HE HAS NOT MEANWHILE COMMITTED ANY FURTHER [SEXUAL] ACT OF INADVERTENCE. IN OTHER WORDS, THIS TWO-YEAR PENALTY IS TO APPLY ONLY IN THE CASES OF A SINGLE INADVERTENT [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], WHEREAS IF A MAN ACTS BLATANTLY, HE IS NEVERMORE TO BE READMITTED. IN SUM, IT IS ONLY THE MAN WHO [SEXUALLY] ACTS BY INADVERTENCE THAT IS TO BE PLACED ON PROBATION FOR TWO YEARS TO SEE WHETHER, IN THE OPINION OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP [BRASS], HIS [SEXLESS] CONDUCT AND FRAME OF MIND HAVE MEANWHILE AGAIN BECOME BLAMELESS. IF SO, HE MAY BE REINSTALLED IN THE BODY OF THE ESPECIALLY HOLY. WHEN THESE THINGS OBTAIN IN ISRAEL, AS DEFINED BY THESE PROVISIONS, THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL INDEED REST ON A SOUND FOUNDATION, TRUTH WILL BE EVINCED PERPETUALLY, THE [SEXUAL] GUILT OF TRANSGRESSION AND THE PERFIDY [TREACHERY] OF [SEXUAL] SIN WILL BE SHRIVEN, AND ATONEMENT WILL BE MADE FOR THE EARTH MORE EFFECTIVELY THAN BY ANY FLESH OF BURN-OFFERINGS OR FAT SACRIFICES. THE 'OBLATION OF THE LIPS' WILL BE IN ALL JUSTICE LIKE THE ERSTWHILE '[SEXLESS] PLEASANT SAVOR' ON THE ALTAR, RIGHTEOUSNESS AND INTEGRITY LIKE THE FREE-WILL OFFERING WHICH GOD DESIGNS TO ACCEPT. AT THAT TIME, THE [SEXLESS] MEN OF THE COMMUNITY WILL CONSTITUTE A TRUE DISTINCTIVE TEMPLE, A VERITABLE HOLY OF HOLIES, WHEREIN THE PRIESTHOOD MAY FITLY FOREGATHER, AND A TRUE DISTINCTIVE SYNAGOGUE MADE UP OF LAYMEN WHO WALK IN INTEGRITY. 
OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS]
THE PRIESTS ALONE ARE TO HAVE AUTHORITY IN ALL JUDICIAL AND ECONOMIC MATTERS, AND IT IS BY THEIR VOTE THAT THE RANKS OF THE VARIOUS MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY ARE TO BE DETERMINED. 
OF THE PROPERTY OF 'PRESBYTERS'
THE PROPERTY OF THE 'SPECIALLY, HOLY MEN [MEN OF THE CLOTH]', THAT IS, OF 'THE MEN THAT WALK 'BLAMELESSLY', IS NOT TO BE PUT INTO A COMMON POOL WITH THAT OF MEN WHO MAY STILL BE ADDICTED TO [SEXUAL] DECEIT AND MAY NOT YET HAVE ACHIEVED THAT [SEXLESS] PURITY OF [SEXLESS] CONDUCT WHICH LEADS THEM TO KEEP APART FROM [SEXUAL] PERVERSITY AND TO WALK IN INTEGRITY. UNTIL THE COMING OF THE PROPHET AND OF BOTH THE PRIESTLY AND THE LAY MESSIAH, THESE MEN ARE NOT TO DEPART FROM THE CLEAR INTENT OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW TO WALK IN ANY WAY IN THE [SEXUAL] STUBBORNNESS OF THEIR OWN HEARTS. THEY SHALL JUDGE BY THE ORIGINAL [SEXLESS] LAWS IN WHICH THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY WERE SCHOOLED FROM THE BEGINNING. 
OF THE DAILY [SEXLESS] CONDUCT OF THE FAITHFUL
THESE ARE THE [SEXLESS] ORDINANCES FOR THE [SEXLESS] CONDUCT OF ANY MAN THAT SEEKS AFTER INNER VISION, IN REGARD ALIKE TO HUMAN RELATIONS, THE REGULATION OF AFFAIRS ON SPECIFIC OCCASIONS, AND THE BALANCED APPRAISAL OF HIS FELLOW MEN, TO THE END THAT HE MAY PERFORM AT ALL TIME THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD WHICH HAS BEEN REVEALED AS PERTINENT TO THIS OR THAT OCCASION, THAT HE MAY AT ALL TIMES ACCOMMODATE THEORY TO CIRCUMSTANCE, AND THAT HE MAY COME TO MAKE THE PROPER DISTINCTIONS AND EVALUATE THE SONS OF ZADOK (THE PRIESTS) AND THE ELECT OF ANY PARTICULAR EPOCH BY THE STANDARD OF THEIR SPIRITUAL [SEXLESS] ATTITUDES, AND APPRAISE THEM BY THAT [SEXLESS] CRITERION, THUS CONFORMING TO THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD, AS HE HAS COMMANDED. EVERYONE IS TO BE JUDGED BY THE STANDARD OF HIS [SEXLESS] SPIRITUALITY. [SEXLESS] INTERCOURSE WITH HIM IS TO BE DETERMINED BY THE PURITY OF HIS [SEXLESS] DEEDS, AND CONSORT WITH HIM BY THE DEGREE OF HIS INTELLIGENCE. THIS ALONE IS TO DETERMINE THE DEGREE TO WHICH A MAN IS TO BE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED OR [SEXLESSLY] HATED. 
OF RELIGIOUS DISCUSSION [CONFERENCE]
NO ONE IS TO ENGAGE IN DISCUSSION OR DISPUTATION WITH [SEXUAL] MEN OF ILL REPUTE, AND IN THE COMPANY OF FROWARD [SEXUAL] MEN, EVERYONE, IS TO ABSTAIN FROM TALK ABOUT (KEEP HIDDEN) THE [TRUE] MEANING OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW [TORAH]. WITH THOSE, HOWEVER, THAT HAVE CHOSEN THE RIGHT PATH, EVERYONE, IS INDEED TO DISCUSS MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE APPREHENSION (KNOWLEDGE) OF GOD'S TRUTH AND OF HIS RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENTS. THE PURPOSE OF SUCH DISCUSSIONS IS TO GUIDE THE MINDS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY, TO GIVE THEM INSIGHT INTO GOD'S INSCRUTABLE WONDERS AND TRUTH, AND TO BRING THEM TO WALK BLAMELESSLY EACH WITH HIS NEIGHBOR IN HARMONY WITH ALL THAT HAS BEEN REVEALED TO THEM. FOR THIS IS THE TIME WHEN 'THE WAY IS BEING PREPARED IN THE WILDERNESS', AND IT BEHOOVES THEM TO UNDERSTAND ALL THAT IS HAPPENING. IT IS ALSO THE TIME WHEN THEY MUST NEEDS KEEP APART FROM ALL OTHER [SEXUAL] MEN AND NOT TURN ASIDE FROM THE WAY THROUGH ANY FORM OF [SEXUAL] PERVERSITY. 
OF [SEXLESSLY] LOVING AND [SEXLESSLY] HATING FELLOW MEN, AND OF [TRUE] DUTY TO GOD
AND THESE ARE THE REGULATIONS OF [SEXLESS] CONDUCT FOR EVERY MAN THAT WOULD SEEK THE INNER VISION IN THESE TIMES, TOUCHING WHAT HE IS TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE AND WHAT HE IS TO [SEXLESSLY] HATE. HE IS TO BEAR UNREMITTING HATRED TOWARD ALL [SEXUAL] MEN OF ILL REPUTE, AND TO BE MINDED TO KEEP…FROM THEM. HE IS TO LEAVE IT TO THEM TO PURSUE WEALTH AND MERCENARY GAIN, LIKE SERVANTS AT THE MERCY OF THEIR MASTERS OR WRETCHES TRUCKLING TO A DESPOT. HE IS TO BE ZEALOUS TO CARRY OUT EVERY [SEXLESS] ORDINANCE PUNCTILIOUSLY [STRICTLY & EXACTLY], AGAINST THE DAY OF REQUITAL [LOST OR DAMAGED GOODS]. IN ALL HIS EMPRISES AND IN ALL THINGS OVER WHICH HE HAS [SEXLESS] CONTROL, HE IS TO ACT IN A MANNER ACCEPTABLE TO GOD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHAT GOD HAS COMMANDED. HE IS TO ACCEPT WILLINGLY WHATEVER BEFALLS HIM AND TO TAKE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN NOTHING BUT THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD. HE IS TO MAKE [ALL] THE WORDS OF HIS MOUTH ACCEPTABLE, AND NOT TO [SEXUALLY] LUST AFTER ANYTHING THAT GOD HAS NOT [NEVER] COMMANDED. HE IS TO [SEXLESSLY] WATCH EVER FOR THE JUDGMENT OF GOD, AND [IN EVERY VICISSITUDE OF HIS EXISTENCE], HE IS TO BLESS HIS [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. WHATEVER BEFALLS, HE IS TO [RECOUNT GOD'S GLORY] AND TO BLESS HIM [WITH 'THE OBLATION OF] THE LIPS'. 
THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT
LISTEN NOW 74 ALL YOU WHO KNOW RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND CONSIDER THE WORKS OF GOD, FOR HE HAS A DISPUTE WITH ALL FLESH AND WILL CONDEMN ALL THOSE WHO DESPISE HIM. FOR WHEN THEY WERE UNFAITHFUL AND FORSOOK HIM, HE HID HIS FACE FROM ISRAEL AND HIS SANCTUARY AND DELIVERED THEM UP TO THE SWORD. BUT REMEMBERING THE COVENANT OF THE FOREFATHERS, HE LEFT A REMNANT TO ISRAEL AND DID NOT DELIVER IT UP TO BE DESTROYED. AND IN THE AGE OF WRATH, THREE HUNDRED AND NINETY YEARS AFTER HE HAD GIVEN THEM INTO THE HAND OF KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR OF BABYLON, HE VISITED THEM, AND HE CAUSED A PLANT ROOT TO SPRING FROM ISRAEL AND AARON TO INHERIT HIS LAND AND TO PROSPER ON THE GOOD THINGS OF HIS EARTH. AND THEY PERCEIVED THEIR INIQUITY AND RECOGNIZED THAT THEY WERE [SEXUAL] GUILTY MEN, YET FOR TWENTY YEARS THEY WERE LIKE BLIND MEN GROPING FOR THE WAY. AND GOD OBSERVED THEIR DEEDS, THAT THEY SOUGHT HIM WITH A WHOLE HEART, AND HE RAISED FOR THEM A TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS TO GUIDE THEM IN THE WAY OF HIS HEART. AND HE MADE KNOWN TO THE LATTER GENERATIONS THAT WHICH GOD HAD DONE TO THE LATTER GENERATION, THE CONGREGATION OF TRAITORS, TO THOSE WHO DEPARTED FROM THE WAY. THIS WAS THE TIME OF WHICH IT IS WRITTEN, LIKE A STUBBORN HEIFER THUS WAS ISRAEL STUBBORN (HOS. IV. 16), WHEN THE SCOFFER AROSE WHO SHED OVER ISRAEL THE WATERS OF LIES. HE CAUSED THEM TO WANDER IN A PATHLESS WILDERNESS, LAYING LOW THE EVERLASTING HEIGHTS, ABOLISHING THE WAYS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND REMOVING THE BOUNDARY WITH WHICH THE FOREFATHERS HAD MARKED OUT THEIR INHERITANCE, THAT HE MIGHT CALL DOWN ON THEM THE CURSES OF HIS COVENANT AND DELIVER THEM UP TO THE AVENGING SWORD OF THE COVENANT. FOR THEY SOUGHT SMOOTH THINGS AND PREFERRED ILLUSIONS (ISA. XXX, 10) AND THEY WATCHED FOR BREAKS (ISA. XXX, 13) AND CHOSE THE FAIR NECK; AND THEY JUSTIFIED THE WICKED AND CONDEMNED THE JUST, AND THEY TRANSGRESSED THE COVENANT AND VIOLATED THE PRECEPT. THEY BANDED TOGETHER AGAINST THE LIFE OF THE RIGHTEOUS (PS. XCIV, 21) AND LOATHED ALL WHO WALKED IN PERFECTION; THEY PURSUED THEM WITH THE SWORD AND EXULTED IN THE STRIFE OF THE PEOPLE. AND THE ANGER OF GOD WAS KINDLED AGAINST II THEIR CONGREGATION SO THAT HE RAVAGED ALL THEIR MULTITUDE; AND THEIR DEEDS WERE DEFILEMENT BEFORE HIM. HEAR NOW, ALL YOU WHO ENTER THE COVENANT, AND I WILL UNSTOP YOUR EARS CONCERNING THE WAYS OF THE WICKED. 75 GOD LOVES KNOWLEDGE. WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING HE HAS SET BEFORE HIM, AND PRUDENCE AND KNOWLEDGE SERVE HIM. PATIENCE AND MUCH FORGIVENESS ARE WITH HIM TOWARDS THOSE WHO TURN FROM TRANSGRESSION; BUT POWER, MIGHT, AND GREAT FLAMING WRATH BY THE HAND OF ALL THE ANGELS OF DESTRUCTION TOWARDS THOSE WHO DEPART FROM THE WAY AND ABHOR THE PRECEPT. THEY SHALL HAVE NO REMNANT OR SURVIVOR. FOR FROM THE BEGINNING GOD CHOSE THEM NOT; HE KNEW THEIR DEEDS BEFORE EVER THEY WERE CREATED AND HE HATED THEIR GENERATIONS, AND HE HID HIS FACE FROM THE LAND UNTIL THEY WERE CONSUMED. FOR HE KNEW THE YEARS OF THEIR COMING AND THE LENGTH AND EXACT DURATION OF THEIR TIMES FOR ALL AGES TO COME AND THROUGHOUT ETERNITY. HE KNEW THE HAPPENINGS OF THEIR TIMES THROUGHOUT ALL THE EVERLASTING YEARS. AND IN ALL OF THEM HE RAISED FOR HIMSELF MEN CALLED BY NAME 76 THAT A REMNANT MIGHT BE LEFT TO THE LAND, AND THAT THE FACE OF THE EARTH MIGHT BE FILLED WITH THEIR SEED. AND HE MADE KNOWN HIS HOLY SPIRIT TO THEM BY THE HAND OF HIS ANOINTED ONES, AND HE PROCLAIMED THE TRUTH (TO THEM). BUT THOSE WHOM HE HATED HE LED ASTRAY. HEAR NOW, MY SONS, AND I WILL UNCOVER YOUR EYES THAT YOU MAY SEE AND UNDERSTAND THE WORKS OF GOD, THAT YOU MAY CHOOSE THAT WHICH PLEASES HIM AND REJECT THAT WHICH HE HATES, THAT YOU MAY WALK PERFECTLY IN ALL HIS WAYS AND NOT FOLLOW AFTER THOUGHTS OF THE [SEXUAL] GUILTY INCLINATION AND AFTER EYES OF LUST. FOR THROUGH THEM, GREAT MEN HAVE GONE ASTRAY AND MIGHTY HEROES HAVE STUMBLED FROM FORMER TIMES TILL NOW. BECAUSE THEY WALKED IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF THEIR HEART THE HEAVENLY WATCHERS FELL; THEY WERE CAUGHT BECAUSE THEY DID NOT KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. AND THEIR SONS ALSO FELL WHO WERE TALL AS CEDAR TREES AND WHOSE BODIES WERE LIKE MOUNTAINS. ALL FLESH ON DRY LAND PERISHED; THEY WERE AS THOUGH THEY HAD NEVER BEEN BECAUSE THEY DID THEIR OWN WILL AND DID NOT KEEP THE COMMANDMENT OF THEIR [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SO THAT HIS WRATH WAS KINDLED AGAINST THEM. III THROUGH IT, THE CHILDREN OF NOAH WENT ASTRAY, TOGETHER WITH THEIR KIN, AND WERE CUT OFF. ABRAHAM DID NOT WALK IN IT, AND HE WAS ACCOUNTED A FRIEND OF GOD BECAUSE HE KEPT THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD AND DID NOT CHOOSE HIS OWN WILL. AND HE HANDED THEM DOWN TO ISAAC AND JACOB, WHO KEPT THEM, AND WERE RECORDED AS FRIENDS OF GOD AND PARTY TO THE COVENANT FOR EVER. THE CHILDREN OF JACOB STRAYED THROUGH THEM AND WERE PUNISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR ERROR. AND THEIR SONS IN EGYPT WALKED IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF THEIR HEARTS, CONSPIRING AGAINST THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD AND EACH OF THEM DOING THAT WHICH SEEMED RIGHT IN HIS OWN EYES. THEY ATE BLOOD, AND HE CUT OFF THEIR MALES IN THE WILDERNESS. AND AT KADESH HE SAID TO THEM, GO UP AND POSSESS THE LAND (DEUT. IX, 23). BUT THEY CHOSE THEIR OWN WILL AND DID NOT HEED THE VOICE OF THEIR [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE COMMANDS OF THEIR TEACHER, BUT MURMURED IN THEIR TENTS; AND THE ANGER OF GOD WAS KINDLED AGAINST THEIR CONGREGATION. THROUGH IT THEIR SONS PERISHED, AND THROUGH IT THEIR KINGS WERE CUT OFF; THROUGH IT THEIR MIGHTY HEROES PERISHED AND THROUGH IT THEIR LAND WAS RAVAGED. THROUGH IT THE FIRST MEMBERS OF THE COVENANT [SEXUALLY] SINNED AND WERE DELIVERED UP TO THE SWORD, BECAUSE THEY FORSOOK THE COVENANT OF GOD AND CHOSE THEIR OWN WILL AND WALKED IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF THEIR HEARTS, EACH OF THEM DOING HIS OWN WILL. BUT WITH THE REMNANT WHICH HELD FAST TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD HE MADE HIS COVENANT WITH ISRAEL FOR EVER, REVEALING TO THEM THE HIDDEN THINGS IN WHICH ALL ISRAEL HAD GONE ASTRAY. HE UNFOLDED BEFORE THEM HIS HOLY SABBATHS AND HIS GLORIOUS FEASTS, THE TESTIMONIES OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THE WAYS OF HIS TRUTH, AND THE DESIRES OF HIS WILL WHICH A MAN MUST DO IN ORDER TO LIVE. AND THEY DUG A WELL RICH IN WATER; AND HE WHO DESPISES IT SHALL NOT LIVE. YET THEY WALLOWED IN THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF MAN AND IN WAYS OF UNCLEANNESS, AND THEY SAID, ‘THIS IS OUR (WAY).’ BUT GOD, IN HIS WONDERFUL MYSTERIES, FORGAVE THEM THEIR [NON-SEXUAL] SIN AND PARDONED THEIR WICKEDNESS; AND HE BUILT THEM A SURE HOUSE IN ISRAEL, WHOSE, LIKE HAS NEVER EXISTED FROM FORMER TIMES TILL NOW. THOSE WHO HOLD FAST TO IT ARE DESTINED TO LIVE FOR EVER AND ALL THE GLORY OF ADAM SHALL BE THEIRS. AS GOD ORDAINED FOR THEM BY THE HAND OF THE PROPHET EZEKIEL, SAYING, THE PRIESTS, THE LEVITES, AND THE SONS IV OF ZADOK WHO KEPT THE CHARGE OF MY SANCTUARY WHEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL STRAYED FROM ME, THEY SHALL OFFER ME FAT AND BLOOD (EZEK. XLIV, 15). THE PRIESTS ARE THE CONVERTS OF ISRAEL WHO DEPARTED FROM THE LAND OF JUDAH, AND (THE LEVITES ARE) THOSE WHO JOINED THEM. THE SONS OF ZADOK ARE THE ELECT OF ISRAEL, THE MEN CALLED BY NAME WHO SHALL STAND AT THE END OF DAYS. BEHOLD THE EXACT LIST OF THEIR NAMES ACCORDING TO THEIR GENERATIONS, AND THE TIME WHEN THEY LIVED, AND THE NUMBER OF THEIR TRIALS, AND THE YEARS OF THEIR SOJOURN, AND THE EXACT LIST OF THEIR DEEDS... (THEY WERE THE FIRST MEN) OF HOLINESS WHOM GOD FORGAVE, AND WHO JUSTIFIED THE RIGHTEOUS AND CONDEMNED THE WICKED. AND UNTIL THE AGE IS COMPLETED, ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THOSE YEARS, ALL WHO ENTER AFTER THEM SHALL DO ACCORDING TO THAT INTERPRETATION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW IN WHICH THE FIRST (MEN) WERE INSTRUCTED. ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT WHICH GOD MADE WITH THE FOREFATHERS, FORGIVING THEIR [NON-SEXUAL] SINS, SO SHALL HE FORGIVE THEIR [NON-SEXUAL] SINS ALSO. BUT WHEN THE AGE IS COMPLETED, ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THOSE YEARS, THERE SHALL BE NO MORE JOINING THE HOUSE OF JUDAH, BUT EACH MAN SHALL STAND ON HIS WATCH-TOWER: THE WALL IS BUILT, THE BOUNDARY FAR REMOVED (MIC. VII, II). DURING ALL THOSE YEARS BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SHALL BE UNLEASHED AGAINST ISRAEL, AS HE SPOKE BY THE HAND OF ISAIAH, SON OF AMOZ, SAYING, TERROR AND THE PIT AND THE SNARE ARE UPON YOU, O INHABITANT OF THE LAND (ISA. XXIV, 17). INTERPRETED, THESE ARE THE THREE NETS OF BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WITH WHICH LEVI SON OF JACOB SAID THAT HE CATCHES ISRAEL BY SETTING THEM UP AS THREE KINDS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. THE FIRST IS FORNICATION, THE SECOND IS RICHES, AND THE THIRD IS PROFANATION OF THE TEMPLE. WHOEVER ESCAPES THE FIRST IS CAUGHT IN THE SECOND, AND WHOEVER SAVES HIMSELF FROM THE SECOND IS CAUGHT IN THE THIRD (ISA. XXIV, 18). THE ‘BUILDERS OF THE WALL’ (EZEK. XIII, 10) WHO HAVE FOLLOWED AFTER ‘PRECEPT’ - ‘PRECEPT’ WAS A SPOUTER OF WHOM IT IS WRITTEN, THEY SHALL SURELY SPOUT (MIC. II, 6) - SHALL BE CAUGHT IN FORNICATION TWICE BY TAKING A SECOND WIFE WHILE THE FIRST IS ALIVE, WHEREAS THE PRINCIPLE OF CREATION IS, MALE AND FEMALE CREATED HE THEM (GEN. I, 27)’ V ALSO, THOSE WHO ENTERED THE ARK WENT IN TWO BY TWO. AND CONCERNING THE PRINCE IT IS WRITTEN, HE SHALL NOT MULTIPLY W IVES TO HIMSELF (DEUT. XVII, 17); BUT DAVID HAD NOT READ THE SEALED BOOK OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH WAS IN THE ARK (OF THE COVENANT), FOR IT WAS NOT OPENED IN ISRAEL FROM THE DEATH OF ELEAZAR AND JOSHUA, AND THE ELDERS WHO WORSHIPPED ASHTORETH. IT WAS HIDDEN AND (WAS NOT) REVEALED UNTIL THE COMING OF ZADOK. AND THE DEEDS OF DAVID ROSE UP, EXCEPT FOR THE MURDER OF URIAH, AND GOD LEFT THEM TO HIM. MOREOVER, THEY PROFANE THE TEMPLE BECAUSE THEY DO NOT OBSERVE THE DISTINCTION (BETWEEN CLEAN AND UNCLEAN) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BUT LIE WITH A WOMAN WHO SEES HER BLOODY DISCHARGE. AND EACH MAN MARRIES THE DAUGHTER OF HIS BROTHER OR SISTER, WHEREAS MOSES SAID, YOU, SHALL NOT APPROACH YOUR MOTHER’S SISTER; SHE IS YOUR MOTHERS NEAR KIN (LEV. XVIII, 13). BUT ALTHOUGH THE [SEXLESS] LAWS AGAINST INCEST ARE WRITTEN FOR MEN, THEY ALSO APPLY TO WOMEN. WHEN, THEREFORE, A BROTHER’S DAUGHTER UNCOVERS THE NAKEDNESS OF HER FATHER’S BROTHER, SHE IS (ALSO HIS) NEAR KIN. FURTHERMORE, THEY DEFILE THEIR HOLY SPIRIT AND OPEN THEIR MOUTH WITH A BLASPHEMING TONGUE AGAINST THE [SEXLESS] LAWS OF THE COVENANT OF GOD SAYING, ‘THEY ARE NOT SURE.’ THEY SPEAK ABOMINATIONS CONCERNING THEM; THEY ARE ALL KINDLERS OF FIRE AND LIGHTERS OF BRANDS (ISA. 1, 11), THEIR WEBS ARE SPIDERS’ WEBS AND THEIR EGGS ARE VIPERS’ EGGS (ISA. LIX, 5). NO MAN THAT APPROACHES THEM SHALL BE FREE FROM [SEXUAL] GUILT; THE MORE HE DOES SO, THE [SEXUALLY] GUILTIER SHALL HE BE, UNLESS HE IS PRESSED. FOR (ALREADY) IN ANCIENT TIMES GOD VISITED THEIR DEEDS AND HIS ANGER WAS KINDLED AGAINST THEIR WORKS; FOR IT IS A PEOPLE OF NO DISCERNMENT (ISA. XXVII, II), IT IS A NATION VOID OF COUNSEL INASMUCH AS THERE IS NO DISCERNMENT IN THEM (DEUT. XXXII, 28). FOR IN ANCIENT TIMES, MOSES AND AARON AROSE BY THE HAND OF THE PRINCE OF LIGHTS AND BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA] IN HIS CUNNING RAISED UP JANNES AND HIS BROTHER WHEN ISRAEL WAS FIRST DELIVERED. 77 AND AT THE TIME OF THE DESOLATION OF THE LAND THERE AROSE REMOVERS OF THE BOUND WHO LED ISRAEL ASTRAY. AND THE LAND WAS RAVAGED BECAUSE THEY PREACHED REBELLION AGAINST THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD GIVEN BY THE HAND OF MOSES AND VI OF HIS HOLY ANOINTED ONES, AND BECAUSE THEY PROPHESIED LIES TO TURN ISRAEL AWAY FROM FOLLOWING GOD. BUT GOD REMEMBERED THE COVENANT WITH THE FOREFATHERS, AND HE RAISED FROM AARON MEN OF DISCERNMENT AND FROM ISRAEL MEN OF WISDOM, AND HE CAUSED THEM TO HEAR. AND THEY DUG THE WELL: 78 THE WELL WHICH THE PRINCES DUG, WHICH THE NOBLES OF THE PEOPLE DELVED W ITH THE STAVE (NUM. XXI, 18). THE WELL IS THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND THOSE WHO DUG IT WERE THE CONVERTS OF ISRAEL WHO WENT OUT OF THE LAND OF JUDAH TO SOJOURN IN THE LAND OF DAMASCUS. GOD CALLED THEM ALL PRINCES BECAUSE THEY SOUGHT HIM, AND THEIR RENOWN WAS DISPUTED BY NO MAN. THE STAVE IS THE INTERPRETER OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF WHOM ISAIAH SAID, HE MAKES A TOOL FOR HIS WORK (ISA. LIV, 16); AND THE NOBLES OF THE PEOPLE ARE THOSE WHO COME TO DIG THE WELL WITH THE STAVES WITH WHICH THE STAVE ORDAINED THAT THEY SHOULD WALK IN ALL THE AGE OF WICKEDNESS - AND WITHOUT THEM THEY SHALL FIND NOTHING - UNTIL HE COMES WHO SHALL TEACH RIGHTEOUSNESS AT THE END OF DAYS. NONE OF THOSE BROUGHT INTO THE COVENANT SHALL ENTER THE TEMPLE TO LIGHT HIS ALTAR IN VAIN. THEY SHALL BAR THE DOOR, FORASMUCH AS GOD SAID, WHO AMONG YOU WILL BAR ITS DOOR? AND, YOU, SHALL NOT LIGHT MY ALTAR IN VAIN (MAL. I, 10). THEY SHALL TAKE CARE TO ACT ACCORDING TO THE EXACT INTERPRETATION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW DURING THE AGE OF WICKEDNESS. THEY SHALL SEPARATE FROM THE SONS OF THE PIT, AND SHALL KEEP AWAY FROM THE UNCLEAN RICHES OF WICKEDNESS ACQUIRED BY VOW OR ANATHEMA OR FROM THE TEMPLE TREASURE; THEY SHALL NOT ROB THE POOR OF HIS PEOPLE, TO MAKE OF WIDOWS THEIR PREY AND OF THE FATHERLESS THEIR VICTIM (ISA. X, 2). THEY SHALL DISTINGUISH BETWEEN CLEAN AND UNCLEAN, AND SHALL PROCLAIM THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HOLY AND PROFANE. THEY SHALL KEEP THE SABBATH DAY ACCORDING TO ITS EXACT INTERPRETATION, AND THE FEASTS AND THE DAY OF FASTING ACCORDING TO THE FINDING OF THE MEMBERS OF THE NEW COVENANT IN THE LAND OF DAMASCUS. THEY SHALL SET ASIDE THE HOLY THINGS ACCORDING TO THE EXACT TEACHING CONCERNING THEM. THEY SHALL LOVE EACH MAN HIS BROTHER AS HIMSELF; THEY SHALL SUCCOUR THE POOR, THE NEEDY, AND THE STRANGER. A MAN SHALL SEEK HIS BROTHER’S WELL-BEING VII AND SHALL NOT [SEXUALLY] SIN AGAINST HIS NEAR KIN. THEY SHALL KEEP FROM FORNICATION ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE. THEY SHALL REBUKE EACH MAN HIS BROTHER ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT AND SHALL BEAR NO RANCOUR FROM ONE DAY TO THE NEXT. THEY SHALL KEEP APART FROM EVERY UNCLEANNESS ACCORDING TO THE STATUTES RELATING TO EACH ONE, AND NO MAN SHALL DEFILE HIS HOLY SPIRIT SINCE GOD HAS SET THEM APART. FOR ALL WHO WALK IN THESE (PRECEPTS) IN PERFECT HOLINESS, ACCORDING TO ALL THE TEACHING OF GOD, THE COVENANT OF GOD SHALL BE AN ASSURANCE THAT THEY SHALL LIVE FOR THOUSANDS OF GENERATIONS (MS. B: AS IT IS WRITTEN, KEEPING THE COVENANT AND GRACE W ITH THOSE WHO LOVE ME AND KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, TO A THOUSAND GENERATIONS, DEUT. VII, 9). AND IF THEY LIVE IN CAMPS ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE LAND (MS. B: AS IT WAS FROM ANCIENT TIMES), MARRYING (MS. B: ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW) AND BEGETTING CHILDREN, THEY SHALL WALK ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE CONCERNING BINDING VOWS, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH SAYS, BETWEEN A MAN AND HIS WIFE AND BETWEEN A FATHER AND HIS SON (NUM. XXX, 17). AND ALL THOSE WHO DESPISE (MS. B: THE COMMANDMENTS AND THE STATUTES) SHALL BE REWARDED WITH THE RETRIBUTION OF THE WICKED WHEN GOD SHALL VISIT THE LAND, WHEN THE SAYING SHALL COME TO PASS WHICH IS WRITTEN 79 AMONG THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH SON OF AMOZ: HE W ILL BRING UPON YOU, AND UPON YOUR PEOPLE, AND UPON YOUR FATHER’S HOUSE, DAYS SUCH AS HAVE NOT COME SINCE THE DAY THAT EPHRAIM DEPARTED FROM JUDAH (ISA. VII, 17). WHEN THE TWO HOUSES OF ISRAEL WERE DIVIDED, EPHRAIM DEPARTED FROM JUDAH. AND ALL THE APOSTATES WERE GIVEN UP TO THE SWORD, BUT THOSE WHO HELD FAST ESCAPED TO THE LAND OF THE NORTH; AS GOD SAID, I WILL EXILE THE TABERNACLE OF YOUR KING AND THE BASES OF YOUR STATUES FROM MY TENT TO DAMASCUS (AMOS V, 26-7) THE BOOKS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW ARE THE TABERNACLE OF THE KING; AS GOD SAID, I W ILL RAISE UP THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID WHICH IS FALLEN (AMOS IX, II). THE KING IS THE CONGREGATION; AND THE BASES OF THE STATUES ARE THE BOOKS OF THE PROPHETS WHOSE SAYINGS ISRAEL DESPISED. THE STAR IS THE INTERPRETER OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHO SHALL COME TO DAMASCUS; AS IT IS WRITTEN, A STAR SHALL COME FORTH OUT OFJACOB AND A SCEPTRE SHALL RISE OUT OF ISRAEL (NUM. XXIV, 17). THE SCEPTRE IS THE PRINCE OF THE WHOLE CONGREGATION, AND WHEN HE COMES, HE SHALL SMITE ALL THE CHILDREN OF SETH (NUM. XXIV, 17). AT THE TIME OF THE FORMER VISITATION THEY WERE SAVED, WHEREAS THE APOSTATES VIII WERE GIVEN UP TO THE SWORD; AND SO, SHALL IT BE FOR ALL THE MEMBERS OF HIS COVENANT WHO DO NOT HOLD STEADFASTLY TO THESE (MS. B: TO THE CURSE OF THE PRECEPTS). THEY SHALL BE VISITED FOR DESTRUCTION BY THE HAND OF BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA]. THAT SHALL BE THE DAY WHEN GOD WILL VISIT. (MS. B: AS HE SAID,) THE PRINCES OF JUDAH HAVE BECOME (MS. B: LIKE THOSE WHO REMOVE THE BOUND); W RATH SHALL BE POURED UPON THEM (HOS. V, 10). FOR THEY SHALL HOPE FOR HEALING BUT HE WILL CRUSH THEM. THEY ARE ALL OF THEM REBELS, FOR THEY 80 HAVE NOT TURNED FROM THE WAY OF TRAITORS BUT HAVE WALLOWED IN THE WAYS OF WHOREDOM AND WICKED WEALTH. THEY HAVE TAKEN REVENGE AND BORNE MALICE, EVERY MAN AGAINST HIS BROTHER, AND EVERY MAN HAS HATED HIS FELLOW, AND EVERY MAN HAS [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST HIS NEAR KIN, AND HAS APPROACHED FOR UNCHASTITY, AND HAS ACTED ARROGANTLY FOR THE SAKE OF RICHES AND GAIN. AND EVERY MAN HAS DONE THAT WHICH SEEMED RIGHT IN HIS EYES AND HAS CHOSEN THE STUBBORNNESS OF HIS HEART. THEY HAVE NOT KEPT APART FROM THE PEOPLE (MS. B: AND THEIR [SEXUAL] SIN) AND HAVE WILFULLY REBELLED BY WALKING IN THE WAYS OF THE WICKED OF WHOM GOD SAID, THEIR WINE IS THE VENOM OF SERPENTS, THE CRUEL POISON (OR HEAD) OF ASPS (DEUT. XXXII, 33). THE SERPENTS ARE THE KINGS OF THE PEOPLES AND THEIR WINE IS THEIR WAYS. AND THE HEAD OF ASPS IS THE CHIEF OF THE KINGS OF GREECE WHO CAME TO WREAK VENGEANCE UPON THEM. BUT ALL THESE THINGS THE BUILDERS OF THE WALL AND THOSE WHO DAUB IT W ITH PLASTER (EZEK. XIII, 10) HAVE NOT UNDERSTOOD BECAUSE A FOLLOWER OF THE WIND, ONE WHO RAISED STORMS AND RAINED DOWN LIES, HAD PREACHED TO THEM (MIC. II, 11), AGAINST ALL OF WHOSE ASSEMBLY THE ANGER OF GOD WAS KINDLED. AND AS FOR THAT WHICH MOSES SAID, YOU, ENTER TO POSSESS THESE NATIONS NOT BECAUSE OF YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS OR THE UPRIGHTNESS OF YOUR HEARTS (DEUT. IX, 5) BUT BECAUSE GOD LOVED YOUR FATHERS AND KEPT THE OATH (DEUT. VII, 8), THUS SHALL IT BE WITH THE CONVERTS OF ISRAEL WHO DEPART FROM THE WAY OF THE PEOPLE. BECAUSE GOD LOVED THE FIRST (MEN) WHO 81 TESTIFIED IN HIS FAVOUR, SO WILL HE LOVE THOSE WHO COME AFTER THEM, FOR THE COVENANT OF THE FATHERS IS THEIRS. BUT HE HATED THE BUILDERS OF THE WALL AND HIS ANGER WAS KINDLED (MS. B: AGAINST THEM AND AGAINST ALL THOSE WHO FOLLOWED THEM); AND SO, SHALL IT BE FOR ALL WHO REJECT THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD AND ABANDON THEM FOR THE STUBBORNNESS OF THEIR HEARTS. THIS IS THE WORD WHICH JEREMIAH SPOKE TO BARUCH SON OF NERIAH, AND WHICH ELISHA SPOKE TO HIS SERVANT GEHAZI. NONE OF THE MEN WHO ENTER THE NEW COVENANT IN THE LAND OF DAMASCUS, (B I) AND WHO AGAIN BETRAY IT AND DEPART FROM THE FOUNTAIN OF LIVING WATERS, SHALL BE RECKONED WITH THE COUNCIL OF THE PEOPLE OR INSCRIBED IN ITS BOOK FROM THE DAY OF THE GATHERING IN (B II) OF THE TEACHER OF THE COMMUNITY UNTIL THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH OUT OF AARON AND ISRAEL. AND THUS, SHALL IT BE FOR EVERY MAN WHO ENTERS THE CONGREGATION OF MEN OF PERFECT HOLINESS BUT FAINTS IN PERFORMING THE DUTIES OF THE UPRIGHT. HE IS A MAN WHO HAS MELTED IN THE FURNACE (EZEK. XXII, 22); WHEN HIS DEEDS ARE REVEALED HE SHALL BE EXPELLED FROM THE CONGREGATION AS THOUGH HIS LOT HAD NEVER FALLEN AMONG THE DISCIPLES OF GOD. THE MEN OF KNOWLEDGE SHALL REBUKE HIM IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS [SEXUAL] SIN AGAINST THE TIME WHEN HE SHALL STAND AGAIN BEFORE THE ASSEMBLY OF THE MEN OF PERFECT HOLINESS. BUT WHEN HIS DEEDS ARE REVEALED, ACCORDING TO THE INTERPRETATION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW IN WHICH THE MEN OF PERFECT HOLINESS WALK, LET NO MAN DEFER TO HIM WITH REGARD TO MONEY OR WORK, FOR ALL THE HOLY ONES OF THE MOST HIGH HAVE CURSED HIM. AND THUS, SHALL IT BE FOR ALL AMONG THE FIRST AND THE LAST WHO REJECT (THE PRECEPTS), WHO SET IDOLS UPON THEIR HEARTS AND WALK IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF THEIR HEARTS; THEY SHALL HAVE NO SHARE IN THE HOUSE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW. THEY SHALL BE JUDGED IN THE SAME MANNER AS THEIR COMPANIONS WERE JUDGED WHO DESERTED TO THE SCOFFER. FOR THEY HAVE SPOKEN WRONGLY AGAINST THE PRECEPTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND HAVE DESPISED THE COVENANT AND THE PACT - THE NEW COVENANT - WHICH THEY MADE IN THE LAND OF DAMASCUS. NEITHER THEY NOR THEIR KIN SHALL HAVE ANY PART IN THE HOUSE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW. FROM THE DAY OF THE GATHERING IN OF THE TEACHER OF THE COMMUNITY UNTIL THE END OF ALL THE MEN OF WAR WHO DESERTED TO THE LIAR THERE SHALL PASS ABOUT FORTY YEARS (DEUT. II, 14). AND DURING THAT AGE THE WRATH OF GOD SHALL BE KINDLED AGAINST ISRAEL; AS HE SAID, THERE SHALL BE NO KING, NO PRINCE, NO JUDGE, NO MAN TO REBUKE WITH JUSTICE (HOS. III, 4). BUT THOSE WHO TURN FROM THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF JACOB, WHO KEEP THE COVENANT OF GOD, SHALL THEN SPEAK EACH MAN TO HIS FELLOW, TO JUSTIFY EACH MAN HIS BROTHER, THAT THEIR STEP MAY TAKE THE WAY OF GOD. AND GOD WILL HEED THEIR WORDS AND WILL HEAR, AND A BOOK OF REMINDER SHALL BE WRITTEN BEFORE HIM OF THEM THAT FEAR GOD AND WORSHIP HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AGAINST THE TIME WHEN SALVATION AND RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL BE REVEALED TO THEM THAT FEAR GOD. AND THEN SHALL YOU DISTINGUISH ONCE MORE BETWEEN THE JUST AND THE WICKED, BETWEEN ONE THAT SERVES GOD AND ONE THAT SERVES HIM NOT (MAL. III, 18); AND HE W ILL SHOW LOVING-KINDNESS TO THOUSANDS, TO THEM THAT LOVE HIM AND WATCH FOR HIM, FOR A THOUSAND GENERATIONS (EXOD. XX, 6). AND EVERY MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF SEPARATION WHO WENT OUT OF THE HOLY CITY AND LEANED ON GOD AT THE TIME WHEN ISRAEL [SEXUALLY] SINNED AND DEFILED THE TEMPLE, BUT RETURNED AGAIN TO THE WAY OF THE PEOPLE IN SMALL MATTERS, SHALL BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO HIS SPIRIT IN THE COUNCIL OF HOLINESS. BUT WHEN THE GLORY OF GOD IS MADE MANIFEST TO ISRAEL, ALL THOSE MEMBERS OF THE COVENANT WHO HAVE BREACHED THE BOUND OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM THE MIDST OF THE CAMP, AND WITH THEM ALL THOSE WHO CONDEMNED JUDAH IN THE DAYS OF ITS TRIALS. BUT ALL THOSE WHO HOLD FAST TO THESE PRECEPTS, GOING AND COMING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE [SEXLESS] LAW, WHO HEED THE VOICE OF THE TEACHER AND CONFESS BEFORE GOD, (SAYING), ‘TRULY WE HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, WE AND OUR FATHERS, BY WALKING COUNTER TO THE PRECEPTS OF THE COVENANT, THY JUDGEMENTS UPON US ARE JUSTICE AND TRUTH’; WHO DO NOT LIFT THEIR HAND AGAINST HIS HOLY PRECEPTS OR HIS RIGHTEOUS STATUTES OR HIS TRUE TESTIMONIES; WHO HAVE LEARNED FROM THE FORMER JUDGEMENTS BY WHICH THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY WERE JUDGED; WHO HAVE LISTENED TO THE VOICE OF THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HAVE NOT DESPISED THE PRECEPTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WHEN THEY HEARD THEM; THEY SHALL REJOICE AND THEIR HEARTS SHALL BE STRONG, AND THEY SHALL PREVAIL OVER ALL THE SONS OF THE EARTH. GOD WILL FORGIVE THEM AND THEY SHALL SEE HIS SALVATION BECAUSE THEY TOOK REFUGE IN HIS HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 82 
THE STATUTES
... (HE SHALL NOT) XV SWEAR BY (THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]), NOR BY ALEPH AND LAMED (ELOHIM), NOR BY ALEPH AND DALETH (ADONAI), BUT A BINDING OATH BY THE CURSES OF THE COVENANT. HE SHALL NOT MENTION THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES FOR...WERE HE TO SWEAR AND THEN BREAK (HIS OATH) HE WOULD PROFANE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. BUT IF HE HAS SWORN AN OATH BY THE CURSES OF THE COVENANT BEFORE THE JUDGES AND HAS TRANSGRESSED IT, THEN HE IS [SEXUALLY] GUILTY AND SHALL CONFESS AND MAKE RESTITUTION; BUT HE SHALL NOT BE BURDENED WITH A CAPITAL [SEXUAL] SIN. AND ALL THOSE WHO HAVE ENTERED THE COVENANT, GRANTED TO ALL ISRAEL FOR EVER, SHALL MAKE THEIR CHILDREN WHO HAVE REACHED THE AGE OF ENROLMENT, SWEAR WITH THE OATH OF THE COVENANT. AND THUS, SHALL IT BE DURING ALL THE AGE OF WICKEDNESS FOR EVERY MAN WHO REPENTS OF HIS [SEXUAL] CORRUPTED WAY. ON THE DAY THAT HE SPEAKS TO THE GUARDIAN OF THE CONGREGATION, THEY SHALL ENROL HIM WITH THE OATH OF THE COVENANT WHICH MOSES MADE WITH ISRAEL, THE COVENANT TO RETURN TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES WITH A WHOLE HEART AND SOUL, TO WHATEVER IS FOUND SHOULD BE DONE AT THAT TIME. NO MAN SHALL MAKE KNOWN THE STATUTES TO HIM UNTIL HE HAS STOOD BEFORE THE GUARDIAN, LEST WHEN EXAMINING HIM THE GUARDIAN BE DECEIVED BY HIM. BUT IF HE TRANSGRESSES AFTER SWEARING TO RETURN TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES WITH A WHOLE HEART AND SOUL, THEY (THE MEMBERS) SHALL BE INNOCENT SHOULD HE TRANSGRESS. AND SHOULD HE ERR IN ANY MATTER THAT IS REVEALED OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW TO THE MULTITUDE OF THE CAMP, THE GUARDIAN SHALL {INSTRUCT} (4Q266, FR. 8 I, 5) HIM AND SHALL ISSUE DIRECTIONS CONCERNING HIM: HE SHOULD STUDY FOR A FULL YEAR. 83 AND ACCORDING TO HIS (THE GUARDIAN’S) KNOWLEDGE, {NO MADMAN, OR LUNATIC SHALL ENTER, NO SIMPLETON, OR FOOL, NO BLIND MAN, OR MAIMED, OR LAME, OR DEAF MAN, AND NO MINOR, NONE OF THESE SHALL ENTER INTO THE COMMUNITY, FOR THE ANGELS OF HOLINESS ARE IN THEIR MIDST} (4Q266, FR. 8 I, 6-9). (FOR GOD MADE) XVI A COVENANT WITH YOU AND ALL ISRAEL; THEREFORE, A MAN SHALL BIND HIMSELF BY OATH TO RETURN TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES, FOR IN IT ALL THINGS ARE STRICTLY DEFINED. AS FOR THE EXACT DETERMINATION OF THEIR TIMES TO WHICH ISRAEL TURNS A BLIND EYE, BEHOLD IT IS STRICTLY DEFINED IN THE BOOK OF THE DIVISIONS OF THE TIMES INTO THEIR JUBILEES AND WEEKS. AND ON THE DAY THAT A MAN SWEARS TO RETURN TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES, THE ANGEL OF PERSECUTION SHALL CEASE TO FOLLOW HIM PROVIDED THAT HE FULFILS HIS WORD: FOR THIS REASON, ABRAHAM CIRCUMCISED HIMSELF ON THE DAY THAT HE KNEW. AND CONCERNING THE SAYING, YOU, SHALL KEEP YOUR VOW BY FULFILLING IT (DEUT. XXIII, 24), LET NO MAN, EVEN AT THE PRICE OF DEATH, ANNUL ANY BINDING OATH BY WHICH HE HAS SWORN TO KEEP A COMMANDMENT OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW. BUT EVEN AT THE PRICE OF DEATH, A MAN SHALL FULFIL NO VOW BY WHICH HE HAS SWORN TO DEPART FROM THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 
CONCERNING THE OATH OF A WOMAN
INASMUCH AS HE SAID, IT IS FOR HER HUSBAND TO CANCEL HER OATH (NUM. XXX, 9), NO HUSBAND SHALL CANCEL AN OATH WITHOUT KNOWING WHETHER IT SHOULD BE KEPT OR NOT. SHOULD IT BE SUCH AS TO LEAD TO TRANSGRESSION OF THE COVENANT, HE SHALL CANCEL IT AND SHALL NOT LET IT BE KEPT. THE RULE FOR HER FATHER IS LIKEWISE.
CONCERNING THE STATUTE FOR FREE-WILL OFFERINGS
NO MAN SHALL VOW TO THE ALTAR ANYTHING [SEXUALLY] UNLAWFULLY ACQUIRED. ALSO, NO PRIEST SHALL TAKE FROM ISRAEL ANYTHING [SEXUALLY] UNLAWFULLY ACQUIRED. AND NO MAN SHALL CONSECRATE THE FOOD OF HIS HOUSE TO GOD, FOR IT IS AS HE SAID, EACH HUNTS HIS BROTHER WITH A NET (OR VOTIVE-OFFERING: MIC. VII, 2). LET NO MAN CONSECRATE...AND IF HE HAS CONSECRATED TO GOD SOME OF HIS OWN FIELD...HE WHO HAS MADE THE VOW SHALL BE PUNISHED... {WITH ONE SIXTH OF HIS VALUATION MONEY} (4Q266, FR. 8 II, 2-3) ...IX 84 EVERY VOW BY WHICH A MAN VOWS ANOTHER TO DESTRUCTION (CF. LEV. XXVII, 29) BY THE [SEXLESS] LAWS OF THE GENTILES SHALL HIMSELF BE PUT TO DEATH. AND CONCERNING THE SAYING, YOU SHALL NOT TAKE VENGEANCE ON THE CHILDREN OF YOUR PEOPLE, NOR BEAR ANY RANCOUR AGAINST THEM (LEV. XIX, 18), IF ANY MEMBER OF THE COVENANT ACCUSES HIS COMPANION WITHOUT FIRST REBUKING HIM BEFORE 85 WITNESSES; IF HE DENOUNCES HIM IN THE HEAT OF HIS ANGER OR REPORTS HIM TO HIS ELDERS TO MAKE HIM LOOK CONTEMPTIBLE, HE IS ONE THAT TAKES VENGEANCE AND BEARS RANCOUR, ALTHOUGH IT IS EXPRESSLY WRITTEN, HE TAKES VENGEANCE UPON HIS ADVERSARIES AND BEARS RANCOUR AGAINST HIS ENEMIES (NAH. I, 2). IF HE HOLDS HIS PEACE TOWARDS HIM FROM ONE DAY TO ANOTHER 86 AND THEREAFTER SPEAKS OF HIM IN THE HEAT OF HIS ANGER, HE TESTIFIES AGAINST HIMSELF CONCERNING A CAPITAL MATTER BECAUSE HE HAS NOT FULFILLED THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD WHICH TELLS HIM: YOU SHALL REBUKE YOUR COMPANION AND NOT BE BURDENED WITH [SEXUAL] SIN BECAUSE OF HIM (LEV. XIX, 17). CONCERNING THE OATH WITH REFERENCE TO THAT WHICH HE SAID, YOU, SHALL NOT TAKE THE [SEXLESS] LAW INTO YOUR OWN HANDS (I SAM. XXV, 26) WHOEVER CAUSES ANOTHER TO SWEAR IN THE FIELD INSTEAD OF BEFORE THE JUDGES, OR AT THEIR DECREE, TAKES THE [SEXLESS] LAW INTO HIS OWN HANDS. WHEN ANYTHING IS LOST, AND IT IS NOT KNOWN WHO HAS STOLEN IT FROM THE PROPERTY OF THE CAMP IN WHICH IT WAS STOLEN, ITS OWNER SHALL PRONOUNCE A CURSE, AND ANY MAN WHO, ON HEARING (IT), KNOWS BUT DOES NOT TELL, SHALL HIMSELF BE [SEXUALLY] GUILTY. WHEN ANYTHING IS RETURNED WHICH IS WITHOUT AN OWNER, WHOEVER RETURNS IT SHALL CONFESS TO THE PRIEST, AND APART FROM THE RAM OF THE [SEXUAL] SIN-OFFERING, IT SHALL BE HIS. AND LIKEWISE, EVERYTHING WHICH IS FOUND BUT HAS NO OWNER SHALL GO TO THE PRIESTS, FOR THE FINDER IS IGNORANT OF THE RULE CONCERNING IT. IF NO OWNERS ARE DISCOVERED THEY SHALL KEEP IT. EVERY [SEXUAL] SIN WHICH A MAN COMMITS AGAINST THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND WHICH HIS COMPANION WITNESSES, HE BEING ALONE, IF IT IS A CAPITAL MATTER, HE SHALL REPORT IT TO THE GUARDIAN, REBUKING HIM IN HIS PRESENCE, AND THE GUARDIAN SHALL RECORD IT AGAINST HIM IN CASE HE SHOULD COMMIT IT AGAIN BEFORE ONE MAN AND HE SHOULD REPORT IT TO THE GUARDIAN ONCE MORE. SHOULD HE REPEAT IT AND BE CAUGHT IN THE ACT BEFORE ONE MAN, HIS CASE SHALL BE COMPLETE. AND IF THERE ARE TWO (WITNESSES), EACH TESTIFYING TO A DIFFERENT MATTER, THE MAN SHALL BE EXCLUDED FROM THE PURE MEAL PROVIDED THAT THEY ARE TRUSTWORTHY AND THAT EACH INFORMS THE GUARDIAN ON THE DAY THAT THEY WITNESSED (THE OFFENCE). IN MATTERS OF PROPERTY, THEY SHALL ACCEPT TWO TRUSTWORTHY WITNESSES AND SHALL EXCLUDE (THE CULPRIT) FROM THE PURE MEAL ON THE WORD OF ONE WITNESS ALONE. NO X JUDGE SHALL PASS SENTENCE OF DEATH ON THE TESTIMONY OF A WITNESS WHO HAS NOT YET ATTAINED THE AGE OF ENROLMENT AND WHO IS NOT GOD-FEARING. NO MAN WHO HAS WILFULLY TRANSGRESSED ANY COMMANDMENT SHALL BE DECLARED A TRUSTWORTHY WITNESS AGAINST HIS COMPANION UNTIL HE IS PURIFIED AND ABLE TO RETURN.
AND THIS IS THE RULE FOR THE JUDGES OF THE CONGREGATION
TEN SHALL BE ELECTED FROM THE CONGREGATION FOR A DEFINITE TIME, FOUR FROM THE TRIBE OF LEVI AND AARON, AND SIX FROM ISRAEL. (THEY SHALL BE) LEARNED IN THE BOOK OF MEDITATION AND IN THE CONSTITUTIONS OF THE COVENANT, AND AGED BETWEEN TWENTY-FIVE AND SIXTY YEARS. NO MAN OVER THE AGE OF SIXTY SHALL HOLD OFFICE AS JUDGE OF THE CONGREGATION, FOR ‘BECAUSE MAN [SEXUALLY] SINNED HIS DAYS HAVE BEEN SHORTENED, AND IN THE HEAT OF HIS ANGER AGAINST THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH GOD ORDAINED THAT THEIR UNDERSTANDING SHOULD DEPART EVEN BEFORE THEIR DAYS ARE COMPLETED’ (JUBILEES, XXIII, II).
CONCERNING PURIFICATION BY WATER
NO MAN SHALL BATHE IN DIRTY WATER OR IN AN AMOUNT TOO SHALLOW TO COVER A MAN. HE SHALL NOT PURIFY HIMSELF WITH WATER CONTAINED IN A 87 VESSEL. AND AS FOR THE WATER OF EVERY ROCK-POOL TOO SHALLOW TO COVER A MAN, IF AN UNCLEAN MAN TOUCHES IT, HE RENDERS ITS WATER AS UNCLEAN AS WATER CONTAINED IN A VESSEL.
CONCERNING THE SABBATH TO OBSERVE IT ACCORDING TO ITS [SEXLESS] LAW
NO MAN SHALL WORK ON THE SIXTH DAY FROM THE MOMENT WHEN THE SUN’S ORB IS DISTANT BY ITS OWN FULNESS FROM THE GATE (WHEREIN IT SINKS); FOR THIS IS WHAT HE SAID, OBSERVE THE SABBATH DAY TO KEEP IT HOLY (DEUT. V, 12). NO MAN SHALL SPEAK ANY VAIN OR IDLE WORD ON THE SABBATH DAY. HE SHALL MAKE NO LOAN TO HIS COMPANION. HE SHALL MAKE NO DECISION IN MATTERS OF MONEY AND GAIN. HE SHALL SAY NOTHING ABOUT WORK OR LABOUR TO BE DONE ON THE MORROW. NO MAN SHALL WALK IN THE FIELD 88 TO DO BUSINESS ON THE SABBATH. HE SHALL NOT WALK MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND CUBITS BEYOND HIS TOWN. NO MAN SHALL EAT ON THE SABBATH DAY EXCEPT THAT WHICH IS ALREADY PREPARED. HE SHALL EAT NOTHING LYING IN THE FIELDS. HE SHALL NOT DRINK EXCEPT IN THE CAMP. XI IF HE IS ON A JOURNEY AND GOES DOWN TO BATHE, HE SHALL DRINK WHERE HE STANDS, BUT HE SHALL NOT DRAW WATER INTO A VESSEL. HE SHALL SEND OUT NO STRANGER ON HIS BUSINESS ON THE SABBATH DAY. NO MAN SHALL WEAR SOILED GARMENTS, OR GARMENTS BROUGHT TO THE STORE, UNLESS THEY HAVE BEEN WASHED WITH WATER OR RUBBED WITH INCENSE. NO MAN SHALL WILLINGLY MINGLE (WITH OTHERS) ON THE SABBATH. NO MAN SHALL WALK MORE THAN TWO THOUSAND CUBITS AFTER A BEAST TO PASTURE IT OUTSIDE HIS TOWN. HE SHALL NOT RAISE HIS HAND TO STRIKE IT WITH HIS FIST. IF IT IS STUBBORN, HE SHALL NOT TAKE IT OUT OF HIS HOUSE. NO MAN SHALL TAKE ANYTHING OUT OF THE HOUSE OR BRING ANYTHING IN. AND IF HE IS IN A BOOTH, LET HIM NEITHER TAKE ANYTHING OUT NOR BRING ANYTHING IN. HE SHALL NOT OPEN A SEALED VESSEL ON THE SABBATH. NO MAN SHALL CARRY PERFUMES ON HIMSELF WHILST GOING AND COMING ON THE SABBATH. HE SHALL LIFT NEITHER STONE NOR DUST IN HIS DWELLING. NO MAN MINDING A CHILD SHALL CARRY IT WHILST GOING AND COMING ON THE SABBATH. NO MAN SHALL CHIDE 89 HIS MANSERVANT OR MAIDSERVANT OR LABOURER ON THE SABBATH. 90 NO MAN SHALL ASSIST A BEAST TO GIVE BIRTH ON THE SABBATH DAY. AND IF IT SHOULD FALL INTO A CISTERN OR PIT, HE SHALL NOT LIFT IT OUT ON THE SABBATH. NO MAN SHALL SPEND THE SABBATH IN A PLACE NEAR TO GENTILES ON THE SABBATH. NO MAN SHALL PROFANE THE SABBATH FOR THE SAKE OF RICHES OR GAIN ON THE SABBATH DAY. BUT SHOULD ANY MAN FALL INTO WATER OR (FIRE), LET HIM NOT BE PULLED OUT WITH THE AID OF A LADDER OR ROPE OR (SOME SUCH) UTENSIL. NO MAN ON THE SABBATH SHALL OFFER ANYTHING ON THE ALTAR EXCEPT THE SABBATH BURNT-OFFERING; FOR IT IS WRITTEN THUS: EXCEPT YOUR SABBATH OFFERINGS (LEV. XXIII, 38). NO MAN SHALL SEND TO THE ALTAR ANY BURNT-OFFERING, OR CEREAL OFFERING, OR INCENSE, OR WOOD, BY THE HAND OF ONE SMITTEN WITH ANY UNCLEANNESS, PERMITTING HIM THUS TO DEFILE THE ALTAR. FOR IT IS WRITTEN, THE SACRIFICE OF THE WICKED IS AN ABOMINATION, BUT THE PRAYER OF THE JUST IS AS AN AGREEABLE OFFERING (PROV. XV, 8). NO MAN ENTERING THE HOUSE OF WORSHIP SHALL COME UNCLEAN AND IN NEED OF WASHING. AND AT THE SOUNDING OF THE TRUMPETS FOR ASSEMBLY, HE SHALL GO THERE BEFORE OR AFTER (THE MEETING), AND SHALL NOT CAUSE THE WHOLE SERVICE TO STOP, XII FOR IT IS A HOLY SERVICE. NO MAN SHALL LIE WITH A WOMAN IN THE CITY OF THE SANCTUARY, TO DEFILE THE CITY OF THE SANCTUARY WITH THEIR UNCLEANNESS. EVERY MAN WHO PREACHES APOSTASY UNDER THE DOMINION OF THE SPIRITS OF BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SHALL BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW RELATING TO THOSE POSSESSED BY A GHOST OR FAMILIAR SPIRIT (LEV. XX, 27). BUT NO MAN WHO STRAYS SO AS TO PROFANE THE SABBATH AND THE FEASTS SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH; IT SHALL FALL TO MEN TO KEEP HIM IN CUSTODY. AND IF HE IS HEALED OF HIS ERROR, THEY SHALL KEEP HIM IN CUSTODY FOR SEVEN YEARS AND HE SHALL AFTERWARDS APPROACH THE ASSEMBLY. NO MAN SHALL STRETCH OUT HIS HAND TO SHED THE BLOOD OF A GENTILE FOR THE SAKE OF RICHES AND GAIN. NOR SHALL HE CARRY OFF ANYTHING OF THEIRS, LEST THEY BLASPHEME, UNLESS SO ADVISED BY THE COMPANY OF ISRAEL. NO MAN SHALL SELL CLEAN BEASTS OR BIRDS TO THE GENTILES LEST THEY OFFER THEM IN SACRIFICE. HE SHALL REFUSE, WITH ALL HIS POWER, TO SELL THEM ANYTHING FROM HIS GRANARY OR WINE-PRESS, AND HE SHALL NOT SELL THEM HIS MANSERVANT OR MAIDSERVANT INASMUCH AS THEY HAVE BEEN BROUGHT BY HIM INTO THE COVENANT OF ABRAHAM. NO MAN SHALL DEFILE HIMSELF BY EATING ANY LIVE CREATURE OR CREEPING THING, FROM THE LARVAE OF BEES TO ALL CREATURES WHICH CREEP IN WATER. THEY SHALL EAT NO FISH UNLESS SPLIT ALIVE AND THEIR BLOOD POURED OUT. AND AS FOR LOCUSTS, ACCORDING TO THEIR VARIOUS KINDS THEY SHALL PLUNGE THEM ALIVE INTO FIRE OR WATER, FOR THIS IS WHAT THEIR NATURE REQUIRES. ALL WOOD AND STONES AND DUST DEFILED BY THE IMPURITY OF A MAN SHALL BE RECKONED LIKE MEN HAVING DEFILEMENT OF OIL ON THEM; WHOEVER TOUCHES THEM SHALL BE DEFILED BY THEIR DEFILEMENT. AND EVERY NAIL OR PEG IN THE WALL OF A HOUSE IN WHICH A DEAD MAN LIES SHALL BECOME UNCLEAN AS ANY WORKING TOOL BECOMES UNCLEAN (LEV. XI, 32). THE RULE FOR THE ASSEMBLY OF THE TOWNS OF ISRAEL SHALL BE ACCORDING TO THESE PRECEPTS THAT THEY MAY DISTINGUISH BETWEEN UNCLEAN AND CLEAN, AND DISCRIMINATE BETWEEN THE HOLY AND THE PROFANE. AND THESE ARE THE PRECEPTS IN WHICH THE MASTER SHALL WALK IN HIS COMMERCE WITH ALL THE LIVING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE STATUTE PROPER TO EVERY AGE. AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS STATUTE SHALL THE SEED OF ISRAEL WALK AND THEY SHALL NOT BE CURSED.
THIS IS THE RULE FOR THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CAMPS
THOSE WHO FOLLOW THESE STATUTES IN THE AGE OF WICKEDNESS UNTIL THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH OF AARON XIII AND ISRAEL SHALL FORM GROUPS OF AT LEAST TEN MEN, BY THOUSANDS, HUNDREDS, FIFTIES, AND TENS (EXOD. XVIII, 25)-AND WHERE THE TEN ARE, THERE SHALL NEVER BE LACKING A PRIEST LEARNED IN THE BOOK OF MEDITATION; THEY SHALL ALL BE RULED BY HIM. BUT SHOULD HE NOT BE EXPERIENCED IN THESE MATTERS, WHEREAS ONE OF THE LEVITES IS EXPERIENCED IN THEM, THEN IT SHALL BE DETERMINED THAT ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE CAMP SHALL GO AND COME ACCORDING TO THE LATTER’S WORD. BUT SHOULD THERE BE A CASE OF APPLYING THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF LEPROSY TO A MAN, THEN THE PRIEST SHALL COME AND SHALL STAND IN THE CAMP AND THE GUARDIAN SHALL INSTRUCT HIM IN THE EXACT INTERPRETATION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW. EVEN IF THE PRIEST IS A SIMPLETON, IT IS HE WHO SHALL LOCK UP (THE LEPER); FOR THEIRS IS THE JUDGEMENT.
THIS IS THE RULE FOR THE GUARDIAN OF THE CAMP
HE SHALL INSTRUCT THE CONGREGATION IN THE WORKS OF GOD. HE SHALL CAUSE THEM TO CONSIDER HIS MIGHTY DEEDS AND SHALL RECOUNT ALL THE HAPPENINGS OF ETERNITY TO THEM [ACCORDING TO] THEIR EXPLANATION (4Q267, FR. 9 IV, 2). HE SHALL LOVE THEM AS A FATHER LOVES HIS CHILDREN, AND SHALL CARRY THEM IN ALL THEIR DISTRESS LIKE A SHEPHERD HIS SHEEP. HE SHALL LOOSEN ALL THE FETTERS WHICH BIND THEM THAT IN HIS CONGREGATION THERE MAY BE NONE THAT ARE OPPRESSED OR BROKEN. HE SHALL EXAMINE EVERY MAN ENTERING HIS CONGREGATION WITH REGARD TO HIS DEEDS, UNDERSTANDING, STRENGTH, ABILITY AND POSSESSIONS, AND SHALL INSCRIBE HIM IN HIS PLACE ACCORDING TO HIS RANK IN THE LOT OF LIGHT. NO MEMBER OF THE CAMP SHALL HAVE AUTHORITY TO ADMIT A MAN TO THE CONGREGATION AGAINST THE DECISION OF THE GUARDIAN OF THE CAMP. NO MEMBER OF THE COVENANT OF GOD SHALL GIVE OR RECEIVE ANYTHING FROM THE SONS OF DAWN (SHAHAR) [OR: OF THE PIT (SHAHAT)] EXCEPT FOR PAYMENT. NO MAN SHALL FORM ANY ASSOCIATION FOR BUYING AND SELLING WITHOUT INFORMING THE GUARDIAN OF THE CAMP AND SHALL ACT ON (HIS) ADVICE AND THEY SHALL NOT GO {ASTRAY. LIKEWISE, HE WHO MARRIES} (4Q266, FR. 9 II, 4) A WOMA[N] ... ADVICE. LIKEWISE, HE WHO DIVORCES (HIS WIFE). AND HE (THE GUARDIAN) SHALL INSTRUCT {THEIR SONS [AND THEIR DAUGHTERS IN A SPIRI]T} (4Q266, FR. 9 II, 6-7) OF HUMILITY AND IN LOVING-KINDNESS AND SHALL NOT KEEP {ANGER} (4Q266, FR. 9 II, 8) TOWARDS THEM ... THIS IS THE RULE FOR THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CAMPS DURING ALL [THE AGE OF WICKEDNESS, AND WHOEVER DOES NOT HOLD FAST TO] THESE (STATUTES) SHALL NOT BE FIT TO DWELL IN THE LAND [WHEN THE MESSIAH OF AARON AND ISRAEL SHALL COME AT THE END OF DAYS]. [AND] THESE ARE THE [PRECEPTS] IN WHICH THE MASTER [SHALL WALK IN HIS COMMERCE WITH ALL THE LIVING UNTIL GOD SHALL VISIT THE EARTH. AS HE SAID, THERE SHALL COME UPON YOU, AND UPON YOUR PEOPLE, AND UPON YOUR FATHER’S HOUSE, DAYS] XIV SUCH AS HAVE NOT COME SINCE EPHRAIM DEPARTED FROM JUDAH (ISA. VII, 17); BUT FOR WHOEVER SHALL WALK IN THESE (PRECEPTS), THE COVENANT OF GOD SHALL STAND FIRM TO SAVE HIM FROM ALL THE SNARES OF THE PIT, WHEREAS THE FOOLISH SHALL BE PUNISHED. 91
THE RULE FOR THE ASSEMBLY OF ALL THE CAMPS
THEY SHALL ALL BE ENROLLED BY NAME: FIRST THE PRIESTS, SECOND THE LEVITES, THIRD THE ISRAELITES, AND FOURTH THE PROSELYTES. AND THEY SHALL BE INSCRIBED BY NAME, ONE AFTER THE OTHER: THE PRIESTS FIRST, THE LEVITES SECOND, THE ISRAELITES THIRD, AND THE PROSELYTES FOURTH. AND THUS, SHALL THEY SIT AND THUS BE QUESTIONED ON ALL MATTERS. AND THE PRIEST WHO IS APPOINTED {TO HEAD} (4Q267, FR. 9 V, II) THE CONGREGATION SHALL BE FROM THIRTY TO SIXTY YEARS OLD, LEARNED IN THE BOOK OF MEDITATION AND IN ALL THE JUDGMENTS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW SO AS TO PRONOUNCE THEM CORRECTLY. THE GUARDIAN OF ALL THE CAMPS SHALL BE FROM THIRTY TO FIFTY YEARS OLD, ONE WHO HAS MASTERED ALL THE SECRETS OF MEN AND THE LANGUAGES OF ALL THEIR CLANS. WHOEVER ENTERS THE CONGREGATION SHALL DO SO ACCORDING TO HIS WORD, EACH IN HIS RANK. AND WHOEVER HAS ANYTHING TO SAY 92 WITH REGARD TO ANY SUIT OR JUDGEMENT, LET HIM SAY IT TO THE GUARDIAN.
THIS IS THE RULE FOR THE CONGREGATION BY WHICH IT SHALL PROVIDE FOR ALL ITS NEEDS
THEY SHALL PLACE THE EARNINGS OF AT LEAST TWO DAYS OUT OF EVERY MONTH INTO THE HANDS OF THE GUARDIAN AND THE JUDGES, AND FROM IT THEY SHALL GIVE TO THE FATHERLESS, AND FROM IT THEY SHALL SUCCOUR THE POOR AND THE NEEDY, THE AGED SICK AND THE MAN WHO IS STRICKEN (WITH DISEASE), THE CAPTIVE TAKEN BY A FOREIGN PEOPLE, THE VIRGIN WITH NO NEAR KIN, AND THE MA[ID FOR] WHOM NO MAN CARES ... AND THIS IS THE EXACT STATEMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY...THIS IS THE EXACT STATEMENT OF THE STATUTES IN WHICH [THEY SHALL WALK UNTIL THE COMING OF THE MESSIA]H OF AARON AND ISRAEL WHO WILL PARDON THEIR INIQUITY [WHOEVER] DELIBERATELY LIES IN A MATTER OF PROPERTY...AND SHALL DO PENANCE FOR SIX DAYS... [WHOEVER SLANDERS HIS COMPANION OR BEARS RANCOUR] UNJUSTLY [SHALL DO PENANCE FOR ONE] YEAR...
DAMASCUS DOCUMENT MANUSCRIPTS FROM CAVE 4
THREE QUMRAN CAVES HAVE PROVIDED SUPPLEMENTARY DOCUMENTATION TO THE TEXT PRESERVED IN THE CAIRO GENIZAH. OF THESE THE EVIDENCE FURNISHED BY CAVES 5 (CD IX, 7-10) AND 6 (CD IV, 19-21, V, 13-14, V, 18-VI, 2, VI, 20-VII, 1) IS NEGLIGIBLE, BUT THE FRAGMENTS DISCOVERED IN CAVE 4 (4Q266-273) ARE OF THE HIGHEST IMPORTANCE. FURTHERMORE, 4Q265 PROVIDES A KIND OF HYBRID CONNECTING THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT AND THE COMMUNITY RULE. PALAEOGRAPHICALLY 4Q266-73 ARE DATED FROM THE MID-FIRST CENTURY BCE TO THE BEGINNING OF THE FIRST CENTURY CE. THE 4Q MATERIAL REPRESENTS (1) A PROLOGUE MISSING FROM CD (4Q266, FR. I—B; FR. 2 I, 1-6, COMBINED WITH 4Q267, FR. 1 AND 268, FR. 1) AND SUBSTANTIAL LEGAL SECTIONS WHICH FOLLOW THE BROKEN ENDING OF THE STATUTES OF CD. THESE [SEXLESS] LAWS RELATE TO (2) THE ADMISSION OR DISMISSAL OF CANDIDATES (4Q266, FR. 5); TO (3) CRITERIA FOR DISQUALIFYING PRIESTS (4Q266, FR. 5; 267, FR. 5 II; 273, FRS. 2, 4 I); TO (4) DETAILED RULINGS CONCERNING THE DIAGNOSIS AND QUARANTINING OF PERSONS SUFFERING FROM SKIN DISEASE (4Q266, FR. 6; 272, FR. 1); TO (5) [SEXLESS] LAWS PERTAINING TO GLEANINGS (4Q266, FR. 6 III-IV) AND TO THE AGRICULTURAL PRIESTLY DUES (4Q270, FR. 3 II-III; 271, FR. 2; 269, FR. 8 I-II). (6) A PENAL CODE PARTLY OVERLAPPING WITH 1QS VII FOLLOWS (4Q266, FR. 10; 270, FR. 7 I; 269, FR. II III). THE TWO MAIN MANUSCRIPTS (4Q266, FR. II AND 270, FR. 7I-II) END WITH THE RITUAL FOR THE DISMISSAL OF UNWORTHY MEMBERS USED IN THE CEREMONY MARKING ENTRY INTO AND EXPULSION FROM THE COVENANT. THIS FESTIVAL WAS CELEBRATED IN THE THIRD MONTH AND COINCIDED WITH THE FEAST OF WEEKS OR PENTECOST. FINALLY (7) THE HYBRID S-D (4Q265), IN WHICH THE COMMUNITY RULE AND THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT MERGE, ALLOWS A GLIMPSE INTO THE INTERRELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO MAIN CONSTITUTIONAL DOCUMENTS OF THE COMMUNITY. 
THE OPENING OF THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT ACCORDING TO 4QD
(4Q266-8) THREE CAVE 4 MANUSCRIPTS OF THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT (4Q266, FR. 1AB; FR. 2 I, 1-6, COMBINED 4Q267 FR. 1 AND 268 FR. 1) HAVE PRESERVED PARTS OF A PROLOGUE UNATTESTED IN THE CAIRO VERSION. THE PROLOGUE CONTAINS A TITLE VAGUELY REMINISCENT OF THE OPENING OF 4QSD. THE CONTEXT IS ESCHATOLOGICAL AND ALLUDES TO A REVELATION BY GOD TO THOSE ‘WHO SEARCH HIS COMMANDMENTS AND WALK IN THE PERFECTION OF WAY’. CD 11,1 FOLLOWS ON DIRECTLY FROM THE END OF THE PROLOGUE. 4Q266, FR. IA-B FOR THE MASTER TO INSTRUCT THE SONS OF LIGHT TO KEEP AWAY FROM THE WAYS OF WICKEDNESS...UNTIL THE COMPLETION OF THE APPOINTED TIME FOR THE VISITATION OF [THE SPIRIT OF INJUSTICE] ...GOD WILL DESTROY ALL HER DEEDS, BRINGING DESTRUCTION ON...THE REMOVERS OF BOUNDARIES AND HE WILL INFLICT DESTRUCTION [ON THE ASSEMBLY] OF WICKEDNESS. [AND NOW LISTEN] TO ME AND I WILL LET YOU KNOW THE AWESOME DESIGNS OF GOD AND HIS MARVELLOUS [MIGHTY DEEDS]. I WILL RECOUNT TO YOU [ALL THAT IS CONCEALED] FROM MAN ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE... FR. 2 (4Q267, FR. 1; 268, FR. 1) I FLESH AND CREATURE... UNTIL IT COMES TO THEM, FOR THEY SHALL NOT BE EITHER EARLY OR LATE FROM THEIR APPOINTED TIMES... HE DECREED AN AGE OF WRATH FOR THE PEOPLE WHO DID NOT KNOW HIM, AND HE ESTABLISHED APPOINTED TIMES OF GOODWILL FOR THOSE WHO SEARCH HIS COMMANDMENTS AND WALK IN THE PERFECTION OF WAY. AND HE REVEALED HIDDEN THINGS TO THEIR EYES, AND OPENED THEIR EARS SO THAT THEY MIGHT HEAR DEEP (SECRETS) AND UNDERSTAND ALL FUTURE THINGS BEFORE THEY BEFALL THEM. LISTEN NOW, ALL YOU WHO KNOW RIGHTEOUSNESS... (=CD 1, 1).
THE INITIATION RULES
(4Q266, FR. 5) THIS FRAGMENT CONTAINS ECHOES OF THE COMMUNITY RULE’S REGULATIONS REGARDING ADMISSION AND DISMISSAL OF CANDIDATES AND CD’S IDENTIFICATION OF THE SONS OF ZADOK AS THE ‘CONVERTS OF ISRAEL’. I ... [THAT THEY MAY BRING NEAR] EACH ACCORDING TO [HIS] SPIRIT [AND DEEDS] ...THEY SHALL DEPART BY THE DECISION OF THE GUARDIAN (CF. 1QS VI, 16-17) ... [AND THESE ARE THE PRECEPTS] IN WHICH ALL THE CONVERTS OF ISRAEL SHALL WALK ... THE SONS OF ZADOK, THE PRIESTS (CF. CD IV, 2-3), BEHOLD THEY ARE THE CONVERTS OF ISRAEL... [THE INTERPRETATION OF THE] LAST [SEXLESS] LAW. AND THESE ARE THE PRECEPTS FOR THE MAS[TER] IN WHICH [HE SHALL WALK (1QS IX, 12)] IN REGARD TO ALL ISRAEL, FOR [GOD] SHALL NOT SAVE ANY OF THOSE WHO ARE NOT ESTABLISHED] IN HIS WAYS TO WALK PERFECTLY...
THE RULES RELATING TO THE DISQUALIFICATION OF PRIESTS
4Q 266, FR. 5 II (4Q267, FR. 5 II; 273, FRS. 2, 4 I) IN THIS SECTION OF PRIESTLY LEGISLATION, THE COMMUNITY SPECIFIES (I) THAT ONLY PRIESTS ABLE TO SPEAK CLEARLY AND DISTINCTLY WERE ALLOWED TO READ THE BIBLE IN PUBLIC; (2) THAT PRIESTS WHO HAD BEEN WAR PRISONERS WERE DISQUALIFIED FROM TEMPLE SERVICE; AND (3) THAT PRIESTS WHO MIGRATED TO GENTILE COUNTRIES WERE DEPRIVED OF THEIR LEADING POSITION AND FORBIDDEN TO PARTAKE IN HOLY THINGS. II WHOEVER SPEAKS TOO FAST (OR: TOO QUIETLY, LIT. SWIFT OR LIGHT WITH HIS TONGUE) OR WITH A STACCATO VOICE AND DOES NOT SPLIT HIS WORDS TO MAKE [HIS VOICE] HEARD, NO ONE FROM AMONG THESE SHALL READ THE BOOK OF [THE] [SEXLESS] LAW THAT HE MAY NOT MISGUIDE SOMEONE IN A CAPITAL MATTER... [ANY MAN] FROM AMONG THE SONS OF AARON WHO HAS BEEN TAKEN PRISONER BY THE NATIONS...TO DEFILE HIM WITH THEIR UNCLEANNESS. HE SHALL NOT COME CLOSE TO THE HOLY WORSHIP...LET HIM NOT EAT THE MOST HOLY THINGS...ANY SON OF AARON WHO RETREATS TO SERVE THE NATIONS...TO TEACH HIS PEOPLE THE CONSTITUTION OF THE PEOPLE AND ALSO TO BETRAY... [ANY SON] OF AARON WHOSE NAME HAS BEEN REJECTED FROM THE TRUTH... [WHO HAS WALKED] IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF HIS HEART, EATING FROM THE HOLY...FROM ISRAEL, THE COUNCIL OF THE SONS OF AARON... WHO EATS, HE SHALL BECOME [SEXUALLY] GUILTY OF THE BLOOD...IN GENEALOGY. AND THIS IS THE RULE FOR THE DWELLING [OF THE TOWNS OF ISRAEL...FOR THE MEN] OF HOLINESS IN THEIR [CAMPS AND] IN THEIR TOWNS IN ALL...
THE DIAGNOSIS OF SKIN DISEASE
(4Q 266,269,272,273) THE RULES RELATING TO THE DIAGNOSIS OF A SKIN DISEASE AFFECTING THE SCALP AND THE FACE (LEV. XIII, 29-37) ARE MISSING FROM THE CAIRO MANUSCRIPTS, BUT CAN BE PARTIALLY RECONSTRUCTED FROM 4Q272 AND 266 AND ALSO FROM 4Q269 AND 273. THE INTRODUCTORY FORMULA PREFIXED TO LEV. XIII, 33, VIZ., ‘AND AS FOR THAT WHICH IS SAID’, USUALLY INDICATIVE OF A REPEAT CITATION, SUGGESTS THAT A LONGER LEVITICUS QUOTATION PRECEDED IT. THE SKIN DISEASE SECTION IS FOLLOWED BY [SEXLESS] LAWS RELATING TO VARIOUS SEXUAL DISCHARGES CAUSING UNCLEANNESS AND IMPURITY LINKED WITH CHILDBIRTH. DJD, XVIII, 50-51, 186-7. 4Q 266, FR. 6 I (4Q272 1 273 II, 269 7) I ...A DISCOLORATION OR A SCAB OR A BRIGHT SPOT...AND THE SCAB RESULTING FROM A BLOW BY WOOD [OR ST]ONE OR WHATEVER BLOW, WHEN THE SPIRIT ENTERS AND SEIZES THE ARTERY, AND THE BLOOD RECEDES UP AND DOWN, AND THE ARTERY...AFTER THE BLOOD... [AND THE PRIEST SHALL OBSERVE THE SKIN, THE LIVING AND] THE DEAD. IF THE DEAD (SKIN) [EXCEEDS] THE LIVING (SKIN), HE SHALL LOCK HIM UP UNTIL THE BLOOD RETURNS TO THE ARTERY UNTIL THE FLESH GROWS. AND THE PRIEST SHALL OBSERVE HIM AND SHALL MAKE A COMPARISON [ON] THE SEVENTH DAY, AND IF THE SPIRLIT OF LIFE IS MOVING UP AND DOWN, AND THE FLESH GROWS, [THE PLAGUE IS HEALED, CLEAN IS] THE SCAB. THE PRIEST SHALL NOT OBSERVE THE SKIN ON THE FLESH. 4Q266, FR. 6 I BUT IF THE DISCOLORATION OR THE SCAB IS LOWER [THAN THE SKIN...AND THE PRIEST SEES IT AS THE APPEARANCE OF LIVING FLESH, IT IS [A ‘LEPROSY’ (SKIN DISEASE)] WHICH HAS SEIZED THE LIVING SKIN. AND A SIMILAR RULE CONCERNING ...THE PRIEST SHALL SEE ON THE SEVENTH DAY. IF SOME LIVING FLESH HAS BECOME DEAD, THE LEPROSY IS MALIGNANT. AND THE [SEXLESS] LAW FOR THE SCAB OF THE HEAD OR THE BEARD, WHEN THE PRIEST SHALL SEE THAT THE SPIRIT HAS ENTERED THE HEAD AND THE BEARD SEIZING THE ARTERY, AND [THE PLAGUE] SPREADS FROM UNDER THE HAIR AND TURNS ITS APPEARANCE TO FINE YELLOW; FOR IT IS LIKE A PLANT WHICH HAS A WORM UNDER IT AND BITES ITS ROOT AND MAKES ITS FLOWER WITHER. AND AS FOR THAT WHICH IS SAID, AND THE PRIEST SHALL ORDER THAT THEY SHAVE HIS HEAD, BUT SHALL NOT SHAVE THE SCAB (LEV. XIII, 33). THIS IS IN ORDER THAT THE PRIEST MAY COUNT THE DEAD AND LIVE HAIR. AND HE WILL SEE WHETHER ANYTHING HAS BEEN ADDED FROM THE LIVE TO THE DEAD (HAIR) DURING THE SEVEN DAYS. IF THERE HAS, HE IS UNCLEAN. BUT IF NOTHING HAS BEEN ADDED FROM THE LIVE (HAIR) TO THE DEAD, AND THE ARTERY IS FILLED WITH BLOOD AND THE SPIRIT OF LIFE GOES UP AND DOWN IN IT, THIS PLAGUE [IS CURED]. AND THIS IS THE RULE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF ‘LEPROSY’ FOR THE SONS OF AARON TO SET APART...AND THE [SEXLESS] LAW CONCERNING A MAN WITH A FLUX. ANY MAN WITH A FLUX ISSUING FROM [HIS] FLESH, OR ONE THAT CAUSES A LEWD THOUGHT TO ARISE OR... II THE WOMAN... [THE MAN WHO APPROACHES [HER] WILL HAVE THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF MENSTRUAL UNCLEANNESS ON HIM. AND IF SHE SEES (BLOOD) AGAIN AND THIS IS NOT [DURING THE UNCLEANNESS] OF SEVEN DAYS, SHE SHALL NOT EAT SACRED (FOOD) AND SHALL NOT ENTER THE SANCTUARY UNTIL THE SUN HAS SET ON THE EIGHTH DAY. VACAT AND A WOMAN WHO [CONCEIVES AND BEARS A MALE CHILD [SHALL BE UNCLEAN] FOR SEVEN [DAYS LIKE] IN HER MENSTRUAL DAYS. ON THE EIGHTH DAY THE FLESH OF HIS FORESKIN [SHALL BE CIRCUMCISED. SHE SHALL CONTINUE FOR THIRTY-THREE DAYS IN THE BLOOD OF HER PURIFYING. BUT IF SHE BEARS A FEMALE CHILD, SHE SHALL BE UNCLEAN FOR A FORTNIGHT AS IN] HER MENSTRUATION. FOR [SIXTY-SIX DAYS SHE SHALL CONTINUE IN HER BLOOD OF PURIFYING (LEV. XII, 2-5). AND SHE] SHALL NOT EAT [SACRED (FOOD) AND SHALL NOT ENTER THE SANCTUARY, FOR] IT IS A CAPITAL CRIME... [LET HER GIVE THE CHILD TO A WET-NURSE WHO IS IN [(THE STATE OF) PURITY... [AND] IF SHE CANNOT AFFORD A LAMB, THEN SHE SHALL TAKE A TURTLEDOVE OR A YOUNG PIGEON (LEV. XII, 8) AND SHE SHALL SUBSTITUTE IT FOR THE [LAMB]....
THE RULES CONCERNING GLEANINGS AND AGRICULTURAL PRIESTLY DUES
(4Q 266,269,270,271) III ... [CONCER]NING [GLEANINGS (OF GRAIN) AND THE GLEANINGS (OF GRAPES) FROM THE VINEYARD. (A CLUSTER IS UP TO TEN BERRIES.) AND ALL THE GLEANINGS (OF GRAIN) UP TO A SEAH (MEASURE OF CAPACITY=C. 12 LITRES) PER BET SEAH (AREA REQUIRING ONE SEAH OF SEED FOR SOWING) ... [AND A FIELD] WHICH PRODUCES NO SEED, IS NOT SUBJECT TO (A LEVY OF) TERUMAH-OFFERING OR OF FALLEN GRAPES OR OF CLUSTERS UP TO TEN BERRIES. AND FOR THE HARVEST OF OLIVES AND THE FRUIT OF ITS PRODUCE, IF IT IS COMPLETE, ISOLATED OLIVES ARE ONE IN THIRTY. BUT IF THE FIELD WAS RAVAGED OR CONSUMED BY BURNING, 4Q 270, FR. 3 SHOULD THE AMOUNT (REMAINING) BE A SEAH PER BET SEAH, IT IS TO BE TITHED. IF ONE PERSON GLEANS ONE SEAH FROM IT ONE DAY, THE TERUMAH WILL BE ONE ISARON (=30 PER CENT OF A SEAH). [CONCERNING THE TWO] LOAVES OF THE TERUMAH. ALL THE FAMILIES (HOUSES) OF ISRAEL, THOSE WHO EAT THE BREAD OF THE LAND, ARE TO OFFER THE TERUMAH ONCE A YEAR (CF. NUM. XV, 19-20; LEV. XXIII, 17). ONE (LOAF) SHALL BE ONE ISARON. 4Q 266, FR. 6 IV ...ALL SACRED OFFERINGS FROM THE PLANTING OF VINEYARDS AND ALL FRUIT TREES (PRODUCING) FOOD SHALL BELONG TO THEM (THE PRIESTS), AS IS DECREED FOR THEM, IN THE HOLY LAND AND IN THE LAND OF (THEIR) SOJOURN. AND AFTERWARDS THEY MAY SELL OF THEM TO BUY…A MAN MAY PLANT, IN THE FOURTH YEAR HE MAY NOT EAT (OF IT) FOR THEY SANCTIFIED IT IN [THAT] YEAR... 4Q 271, FR. 2 (4Q269, FR. 8 I-II; 270, FR. 3 III) ...HE SHALL TAKE OFF FROM (THE GRAIN OF) THE THRESHING-FLOOR ONE TENTH OF A HOMER (MEASURE OF VOLUME, 220 LITRES), THAT IS ONE EPHAH [OR BATH (22 LITRES), AS IS ESTABLISHED]. THE EPHAH AND THE BATH ARE BOTH THE SAME MEASURE. AND FROM [THE WHEAT O]NE SIXTH OF [AN EPHAH OUT OF A HOMER AND ONE TENTH OF A BATH] FOR THE FRUIT OF TREES. LET NO ONE SEPARATE HIMSELF (FROM THE NORM OF I OUT OF 200, CF. EZEK. XLV, 15) BY OFFERING ONE LAMB OUT OF A HUNDRED. LET [NO] MAN EAT [FROM THE THRESHING-FLOOR] AND FROM THE GARDEN BEFORE [THE PRIESTS HAVE STRETCHED OUT THEIR HAND TO BLESS FIRST...A HOUSE BELONGING TO A MAN, HE MAY SELL AND WITH...AND HE SHALL BE INNOCENT...LET NO MAN BRING...TO HIS PURE FOOD. NEITHER SHALL HE BRING CLOSE TO HIS PURE FOOD ANY GOLD OR SILVER OR [COPPER], OR TIN OR LEAD FROM WHICH THE NATIONS HAVE MADE IDOLS, EXCEPT NEW (METAL) COMING STRAIGHT FROM THE FURNACE. LET NO MAN BRING ANY LEATHER OR GARMENT OR ANY VESSEL [WHICH IS USED FOR] WORK AND WHICH HAS BEEN DEFILED BY THE CORPSE OF A MAN UNLESS THEY WERE SPRINKLED ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW [OF PURITY WITH THE WATER] FOR UNCLEANNESS IN THE AGE OF WICKEDNESS (BY) A MAN PURE OF ALL UNCLEANNESS WHO HAS ALLOWED THE SUN TO SET (ONE WHO AFTER BATHING HIMSELF DID NOT PROCEED UNTIL AFTER SUNSET). NO YOUNG MAN WHO HAS NOT YET REACHED THE AGE TO PASS THE MUSTER SHALL SPRINKLE] ...
THE PENAL CODE AND THE RENEWAL OF THE COVENANT RITUAL
(4Q 266,270) CD XIV ENDS WITH SCRAPPY RELICS OF A PENAL CODE. THE CAVE 4 MANUSCRIPU DA AND DE INCLUDE A LIST OF BREACHES OF THE RULE PUNISHED BY EXCLUSION AND PENANCE OF VARYING LENGTHS. THEY CLOSELY RESEMBLE THE CODE CONTAINED IN THE COMMUNITY RULE (1QS VII). THE PRINCIPAL DIFFERENCE CONSISTS IN THE EXPLICIT MENTION OF WOMEN (FORNICATION WITH ONE’S WIFE AND MURMURING AGAINST THE MOTHERS) WHICH ONCE AGAIN RENDERS THE SILENCE OF SEREKH CONCERNING ANY MATTER PERTAINING TO THE FEMALE SEX PARTICULARLY ELOQUENT. THE PENAL CODE IS FOLLOWED BY A COVENANT RITUAL, WHICH ENDS THE CAVE 4 VERSION OF THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT AND CONTAINS THE WORDS SPOKEN BY THE PRIESTLY HEAD OF THE SECT, FOLLOWING THE EXPULSION OF THE UNFAITHFUL MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION. THE PASSAGE INCLUDES THE REFERENCE TO THE ‘THIRD MONTH’ AS THE DATE OF THIS FESTIVE ASSEMBLY AND PRESENTS THE MESSAGE OF THIS WRITING AS ‘THE LAST INTERPRETATION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW’.
II: [HE SHALL BE EXCLUDED FOR] TWO [HUNDRED] DAYS AND DO PENANCE FOR ONE HUNDRED DAYS. BUT IF IT WAS A CAPITAL MATTER AND HE, BEARS (A GRUDGE), [HE] SHALL NOT RETURN [AGAIN. AND WHOEV]ER HAS INSULTED HIS COMPANION WITHOUT A REASON [SHALL BE, EXCLUDED FOR ONE YEAR AND DO PE[NAN]CE FOR SIX MONTHS] (CF. 1QS VII, 4). WHOEVER HAS SPOKEN A FOOLISH WORD, SHALL DO PENANCE FOR T[WEN]TY [DAYS AND WILL BE EXCLUDED] FOR THREE MONTHS (CF. 1QS VII, 9). AND WHOEVER INTERRUPTS THE WORDS OF HIS COMPANION AND LETS HIMSELF GO, WILL DO PENANCE FOR TEN DAYS (1QS VII, 9-10). [AND WHOEVER LIES DOWN [AND] FALLS ASLEEP AT [THE MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION...SHALL BE EXCLUDED] FOR THIRTY DAYS [AND] DO PENANCE FOR TEN DAYS. [AND LIKEWISE, WHOEVER HAS] LEFT [WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE CONGREGATION AND GRATUITOUSLY AS MANY AS THREE TIMES IN ONE [SESSION], HE [SHALL DO PENANCE FOR TEN] DAYS. BUT IF HE HAS LEFT THE SESSION [WHEN THEY WERE STANDING, HE SHALL DO PENANCE FOR THIRTY DAY[S]. AND WHOEVER HAS WALKED [NAKED] BEFORE [HIS] COMPANION, WHETHER HE HAS WALKED IN THE HOUSE OR IN THE FIELD, HE HAS WALKED NAKED BEFORE THE PEOPLE; HE SHALL BE EXCLUDED FOR SIX [MONTHS] ... (1QS VII, 10-12). AND WHOEVER HAS [D]RAWN HIS HAND FROM UNDER [HIS] GARMENT AND HE WAS SO POORLY DRESSED THAT HIS NAKEDNESS WAS SEEN, HE SHALL BE SEPARATED FOR THIRTY [DAY]S AND SHALL DO PENANCE FOR TEN (1QS VII, 13-14). AND WHOEVER HAS GUFFAWED FOOLISHLY MAKING HIS VOICE HEARD, SHALL BE EXCLUDED FOR THIRTY (DAYS) AND SHALL DO PENANCE FOR FIFTEEN DAYS. AND WHOEVER HAS DRAWN OUT] HIS LEFT HAND [TO GESTICULATE WITH IT, SHALL DO PENANCE [FOR TEN DAYS (1QS VII, 14-15). AND WHOEVER HAS GONE [SLANDERING HIS COMPANION, THEY SHALL EXCLUDE HIM FROM THE PURITY FOR ONE YEAR. 4Q 270, FR. 7 I [AND SHALL DO PENANCE FOR SIX MONTHS. BUT WHOEVER HAS SLANDERED THE CONGREGATION SHALL BE EXPELLED] AND SHALL NOT RETURN AG[AIN] (1QS VII, 15-16). [IF HE HAS MURMURED AGAINST HIS COMPANION UNJUSTLY, HE SHALL DO PENANCE FOR SIX MONTHS (1QS VII, 17-18). AND] THE MAN WHOSE SPIRIT HAS SO TREMBLED [BEFORE THE AUTHORITY OF THE COMMUNITY THAT HE HAS BETRAYED THE TRUTH AND WALKED IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF HIS HEART, HE SHALL BE EXCLUDED FOR TWO YEARS] AND DO PENANCE FOR SIXTY [DAYS] (1QS VII, 18-19). [WHEN HIS TWO YEARS ARE COMPLETED, THE CONGREGATION SHALL CONSIDER HIS CASE, [AND IF HE IS ADMITTED,] HE SHALL BE INSCRIBED IN HIS RANK AND MAY THEN QUESTION ABOUT THE [SEXLESS] LAW (1QS VII, 20—21). AND WHOEVER] HAS DESPISED THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE CONGREGATION SHALL LEAVE AND [SHALL NOT RETURN AGAIN. AND WHOEVER HAS TAKEN] HIS FOOD (FROM ANOTHER PERSON) OUTSIDE THE RULES, HE SHALL RETURN IT TO THE MAN FROM WHOM] HE HAS TAKEN IT. VACAT AND WHOEVER HAS APPROACHED HIS WIFE, NOT ACCORDING TO THE RULES, (THUS) FORNICATING, HE SHALL LEAVE AND WILL NOT RETURN AGAIN. [IF HE HAS MURMURED] AGAINST THE FATHERS, HE SHALL LEAVE AND SHALL NOT RETURN [AGAIN (CF. 1QS VII, 17). BUT IF HE HAS MURMURED] AGAINST THE MOTHERS, HE SHALL DO PENANCE FOR TEN DAYS. FOR THE MOTHERS HAVE NO RWQMH (DISTINCTION?) WITHIN [THE CONGREGATION. VACAT AND THESE ARE THE RULES IN [WHICH THEY SHALL WALK, ALL THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CORRECTED. WHOEVER COMES TO REPORT SOMEONE TO THE PRIEST OVERSEEING 4Q 266, FR. II4Q270, FR. 7 I-II) II THE CONGREGATION, HE SHALL WILLINGLY ACCEPT HIS JUDGMENT, AS HE HAS ORDERED BY THE HAND OF MOSES REGARDING THE SOUL THAT [SEXUAL] SINS BY INADVERTENCE THAT HE SHALL BRING HIS [SEXUAL] SIN-OFFERING AND HIS [SEXUAL] GUILT-OFFERING. AND CONCERNING ISRAEL IT IS WRITTEN, I W ILL GO TO THE ENDS [OF] HEAVEN AND W ILL NOT SMELL THE SMELL OF YOUR SWEET ODOUR (LEV. XXVI, 31). AND IN ANOTHER PASSAGE, IT IS WRITTEN, TO RETURN TO GOD WITH CRYING AND FASTING (JOEL II, 13). AND IN ANOTHER PASSAGE, IT IS WRITTEN, REND YOUR HEART AND NOT YOUR GARMENT (IBID.) AND IT IS WRITTEN TO RETURN TO GOD WITH FASTING AND WEEPING (JOEL II, 12). AND WHOEVER REJECTS THESE RULES WHICH FOLLOW ALL THE PRECEPTS FOUND IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES, SHALL NOT BE COUNTED WITH ALL THE SONS OF HIS TRUTH, FOR HIS SOUL HAS DETESTED THE RIGHTEOUS CORRECTIONS (CF. 1QS III, I). AS A REBEL, HE SHALL BE DISMISSED FROM THE CONGREGATION. THE PRIEST [OVER]SEEING THE CONGREGATION SHALL SPEAK ABOUT HIM. ANSWERING, [HE SHALL] SAY: ‘BLESSED ART THOU, “LORD” OF THE UNIVERSE. EVERYTHING IS IN THINE HANDS AND THOU ART THE [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF EVERYTHING. THOU HAST FOUNDED THE [PE]OPLES ACCORDING TO THEIR FAMILIES AND THE LANGUAGES OF THEIR NATIONS. THOU HAST MADE THEM ERR IN CONFUSION WITHOUT A WAY. AND THOU HAST CHOSEN OUR FATHERS AND HAST GIVEN TO THEIR SEED THE PRECEPTS OF THY TRUTH AND THINE HOLY JUDGEMENTS BY WHICH A MAN, IF HE PRACTISES THEM, SHALL LIVE. AND THOU HAST ESTABLISHED BOUNDARIES FOR US AND CURSED THOSE WHO TRANSGRESS THEM. AND WE ARE THE PEOPLE OF THY REDEMPTION AND THE FLOCK OF THY PASTURE. THOU HAST CURSED THOSE WHO TRANSGRESS IT (THE BOUNDARY?) BUT WE MAINTAIN (IT).’ AND THE DISMISSED MAN SHALL LEAVE, AND WHOEVER EATS FROM WHAT IS HIS, AND GREETS (LITERALLY, INQUIRES ABOUT THE WELFARE – SHALOM– OF) THE MAN WHO HAS BEEN DISMISSED, AND AGREES WITH HIM, HIS CASE SHALL BE RECORDED BY THE GUARDIAN ACCORDING TO THE DECREE, AND HIS JUDGEMENT SHALL BE COMPLETE. AND ALL [THE INHABITANTS] OF THE CAMPS SHALL ASSEMBLE IN THE THIRD MONTH AND SHALL CURSE HIM WHO TURNS ASIDE, TO THE RIGHT [OR TO THE LEFT FROM THE] [SEXLESS] LAW. AND THIS (THE FOREGOING) IS THE INTERPRETATION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAWS WHICH THEY SHALL OBSERVE IN ALL THE AGE [OF VISITATION WHICH WILL BE VISITED ON THEM DURING ALL THE AGE OF WRATH AND IN THEIR MARCHES FOR ALL THOSE WHO DWELL IN THEIR CAMPS AND ALL THEIR TOWNS. BEHOLD ALL THIS IS ACCORDING TO THE LAST INTERPRETATION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW.
A HYBRID COMMUNITY RULE – DAMASCUS DOCUMENT TEXT
(4Q265): TWELVE FRAGMENTS OF A MANUSCRIPT, DATING PROBABLY TO THE END OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE, HAVE PRESERVED REMAINS OF A WRITING DEPENDENT BOTH ON THE COMMUNITY RULE AND ON THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT BUT ALSO INCLUDING MATERIAL WHICH IS IN NEITHER OF THESE SOURCES. FR. I, DEALS WITH THE INITIATION INTO THE COMMUNITY AND THE PENAL CODE IN TERMS RECALLING 1QS VI-VII, AND FR. 7, LINES 7-10 CONTAINS A DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY WHICH IS AN ABRIDGED VERSION OF 1QS VIII, 1-9. IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT THE ‘TWELVE MEN AND THREE PRIESTS’ OF 1QS VIII, I, IS REPLACED HERE BY ‘FIFTEEN MEN’. ELEMENTS OF THE SABBATH [SEXLESS] LAWS FROM CD XI FIGURE ON COLUMNS I-II OF FR. 7, WHILE ON ONE POINT THE BORROWING IS PROBABLY FROM THE TEMPLE SCROLL LII, 17-18. AS FOR MATERIAL ALIEN TO 1QS AND CD, FR. 2 CITES ISAIAH LIV, 1-2 IN FULL AND THE LAST FOUR LINES OF FR. 7 II REPRODUCE LEV. XII, 2, 4A, 5, 4B, BUT OMITTING XII, 3. THIS QUOTATION IS PART OF AN ACCOUNT OF THE AGES OF THE WORLD ARRANGED ACCORDING TO WEEKS, BEGINNING WITH THE GARDEN OF EDEN. 
FRAGMENT 1 ... AS IT IS WRITTEN [IN THE BOOK OF] ... [AS] IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF ISAIAH THE PROPHET: [SING, O BARREN ONE, WHO DID NOT BEAR, BREAK FORTH IN SINGING AND] CRY ALOUD YOU WHO HAVE NOT BEEN IN TRAVAIL! FOR THE SONS [OF THE DESOLATE ONE] WILL BE MORE [THAN THE CHILDREN OF HER WHO IS MARRIED, SAYS THE LORD]. ENLARGE THE PLACE OF [YOUR] TENT... (ISA. LIV, 1-2) ITS INTERPRETATION CONCERNS... FRAGMENT 3: ...WHY DOES A MAN BETRAY HIS BROTHER ... [LET NO] YOUNG MAN OR WOMAN EAT [THE SACRIFICE] OF PASSOVER... FRAGMENT 4: I ... [AND HE SHALL BE PUNISHED FOR TEN DAYS... [AND HE SHALL BE PUNISHED] THIRTY DAYS... [AND HE SHALL BE PUNISHED DURING THAT TIME WITH THE HALF OF HIS FOOD FOR FIFTEEN DAYS] ...AND HE SHALL BE PUNISHED FOR THREE MONTHS WITH HALF OF HIS FOOD. THE MAN WHO SPEAKS BEFORE HIS FELLOW INSCRIBED BEFORE HIM, SHALL BE EXCLUDED FROM PURITY FOR SIX MONTHS [AND HE SHALL BE PUNISHED WITH HALF OF HIS FOOD.] VACAT AND THE MAN WHO INSUITS HIS FELLOW...SHALL BE PUNISHED] FOR THIRTY DAYS. VACAT AND THE MAN WHO KNOWINGLY] DECEIVES [SHALL BE SEPARATED FOR SIX] MONTHS (IQS VII, 3-4) AND SHALL BE PUNISHED DURING THAT TIME WITH HALF OF HIS FOOD. [AND THE MAN WHO LIES] KNOWINGLY IN ANY MATTER SHALL BE PUNISHED FOR THIRTY DAYS VACAT [AND THE MAN WHO LIES CONCERNING PROPERTY] KNOWINGLY, THEY SHALL EXCLUDE HIM FOR SIX MONTHS. [AND THE MAN WHO LIES DOWN] II ... [AND FALLS ASLEEP DURING A SESSION OF THE CONGREGATION SHALL BE PUNISHED FOR THIRTY DAYS. AND IF...TO READ FROM] THE BOOK, HE FALLS ASLEEP UP TO THREE TIMES AND IF [HE GOES OUT, HE SHALL BE PUNISHED FOR TEN DAYS.] AND THE MAN WHO COMES TO JOIN THE COUNCIL OF THE [COMMU]NITY [THE GUARDIAN OF] THE CONGREGATION [SHALL EXAMINE HIM]. IF IT FALLS TO HIM, HE SHALL INSTRUCT HIM FOR [ONE] YEAR. [AND AFTER HE SHALL STAND] BEFORE THE CONGREGATION AND THEY SHALL DELIBERATE [OVER H]IM (CF. 1QS VI, 15). IF HE IS NOT FOUND [FIT FOR THE DISCIPLINE (CF. 1QS VI, 14), HE SHALL DEPART (1QS VI, 16). IF HE IS TO ENTER,] THE GUARDIAN SHALL [TEACH HIM THE INTERPRETATION] OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW. HE SHALL NOT [TOUCH THE PURE MEAL OF THE CONGREGATION UNTIL] ANOTHER FULL YEAR (1QS VI, 16-17). [AND ON COMPLETING] HIS YEAR (1QS VI, 18) [THEY SHALL HAND OVER HIS PROPERTY TO] THE GUARDIAN OF THE CONGREGATION... [WHEN HE COMES... FRAGMENT 6: ...ON SABBATH DAY LET NO [MAN WEAR] SOILED [GARMENT]S (CD XI, 3). NO MAN SHALL BE DRESSED IN GARMENTS ON WHICH THERE IS DUST OR...ON THE SABBATH DAY. NO [MAN SHALL TA[KE] OUT OF HIS TENT A VESSEL AND FOOD] ON THE SABBATH DAY. NO MAN SHALL LIFT AN ANIMAL WHICH HAS FALLEN INTO WATER ON THE SABBATH DAY (CD XI, 13-14). BUT IF A MAN FALLS INTO WATER ON THE SABBATH [DAY], HE SHALL PASS TO HIM HIS GARMENT TO LIFT HIM OUT, BUT HE SHALL NOT CARRY AN INSTRUMENT [TO LIFT HIM OUT ON] THE SABBATH [DAY] (CF. CD XI, 16-17). AND IF THE ARMY... II ... [ON] THE SABBATH [DAY]. AND LET [NO MAN OF THE SEED OF AARON SPRINKLE [PURIFYING] WATERS (CF. 1QS III, 9; IV, 21) ON THE SABBATH DAY.] ...AND WITH A BEAST HE SHALL WALK TWO THOUSAND CUBITS [ON THE SABBATH DAY (CD XI, 5-6). EVERY BEAST WITH A DEFECT IN IT SHALL BE KEPT AT A DISTANCE OF(?)] THIRTY STADIA [FROM THE CITY OF THE SANCTUARY (CF. IIQTEMPLE LII, 17-18) ... WHEN THERE SHALL BE IN THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY FIFTEEN MEN, PERFECTLY VERSED IN ALL THAT IS REVEALED OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW (1QS VIII, I) AND THE PROPHETS, THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED [IN TRUTH (1QS VIII, 5). THEY SHALL BE WITNESSES TO THE TRUTH AT THE JUDGEMENT AND ELECT] OF GOODWILL. THEY SHALL BE AN AGREEABLE OFFERING ATONING ON BEHALF OF THE LAND (CF. 1QS VIII, 6, 9) FOR ALL INIQUITY...HE SHALL TERMINATE THE AGES OF INJUSTICE (CF. 1QS IV, 18) ... FRAGMENT 7: ... ON THE DAY OF SABBATH...ON THE DAY OF SABBATH... [NO MAN FROM THE SEED OF AARON SHALL SPRINKLE WATER OF PURIFICATION...THEY SHALL NOT BATHE OR WA]SH (THEIR GARMENTS) [ON] THE GREAT DAY AND FAST, ON THE DAY OF [ATONEMENT. HE WHO GOES OUTSIDE HIS TOWN TO GRAZE THE] ANIMALS MAY GO (TO A DISTANCE OF) TWO THOUSAND CUBITS. [NO MAN SHALL EAT A BLEMISHED ANIMAL] WITHIN THIRTY STADIA [FROM THE SANCTUARY (CF. 1 1QT V, 16-18) ....WHEN THERE SHALL BE IN THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY FIFTEEN MEN AS GOD HAD SAID THROUGH HIS SERVANTS, THE PROPHETS, THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED [IN TRUTH AS AN EVERLASTING PLANTATION, WITNESSES OF TRUTH AND ELECT] OF GOODWILL, SWEET FRAGRANCE TO ATONE FOR THE LAND...THE AGES OF INJUSTICE WILL END BY THE JUDGEMENT AND THE... (CF. 1QS VIII, 1-10). VACAT IN THE FIRST WEEK [ADAM WAS CREATED... UNTIL] HE WAS NOT BROUGHT TO THE GARDEN OF EDEN AND A BONE [FROM HIS BONES WAS TAKEN TO BECOME THE WOMAN] ...BUT SHE (EVE) HAD [NO NAME (?)] UNTIL SHE WAS NOT BROUGHT TO HIM (ADAM) ...FOR HOLY IS A GARDEN OF EDEN, AND EVERY FRESH SHOOT THAT IS IN IT IS HOLY [AS IT IS WRITTEN, IF A WOMAN CONCEIVES AND BEARS A MALE CHILD,] THEN SHE SHALL BE UNCLEAN FOR SEVEN DAYS; AS AT THE TIME OF HER MENSTRUATION, SHE SHALL BE UNCLEAN (LEV. XII, 2). THEN [SHE SHALL CONTINUE FOR] THIRTY-THREE DAYS IN THE BLOOD] OF HER PURIFYING (LEV. XII, 4). BUT IF SHE BEARS A FEMALE CHILD, [THEN SHE SHALL BE UNCLEAN TWO WEEKS AS IN HER MENSTRUATION. AND SHE SHALL CONTINUE IN THE BLOOD OF HER PURIFYING [FOR SIXTY-SIX DAYS (LEV. XII, 5). SHE SHALL NOT TOUCH] ANY HALLOWED THINGS, NOR COME INTO THE SANCTUARY UNTIL THE DAYS OF HER PURIFICATION ARE COMPLETED] (LEV. XII, 4).
THE MESSIANIC RULE
(1QSA=1Q28A) ORIGINALLY INCLUDED IN THE SAME SCROLL AS THE COMMUNITY RULE, THIS SHORT BUT COMPLETE WORK PRESENTS THE TRANSLATOR WITH GREAT DIFFICULTIES OWING TO ITS BAD STATE OF PRESERVATION AND TO THE CARELESSNESS OF THE SCRIBE. BARTHÉLEMY NAMED THE WORK ‘THE RULE OF THE CONGREGATION’, BUT I HAVE GIVEN IT A NEW TITLE FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: (1) IT WAS INTENDED FOR ‘ALL THE CONGREGATION IN THE LAST DAYS’; (2) IT IS A RULE FOR A COMMUNITY ADAPTED TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE MESSIANIC WAR AGAINST THE NATIONS; (3) IT REFERS TO THE PRESENCE OF THE PRIEST AND THE MESSIAH OF ISRAEL AT THE COUNCIL, AND AT THE MEAL DESCRIBED IN COLUMN II. AS IN THE CAVE I VERSION OF THE COMMUNITY RULE AND IN THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT, BUT CONTRARY TO THE VERSION PRESERVED IN 4QSD (=4Q258) AND 4QSB (=4Q256), ‘THE SONS OF ZADOK, THE PRIESTS’ FORM THE CHIEF AUTHORITY IN THE SECT. IN THE MAIN, THE PRECEPTS AND THE DOCTRINAL CONCEPTS OF THE MESSIANIC RULE FORESHADOW THOSE OF THE WAR RULE. A MID-FIRST-CENTURY BCE DATE MAY SAFELY BE PROPOSED. HUNDREDS OF TINY PAPYRUS FRAGMENTS OF THIS TEXT WRITTEN IN A CRYPTIC SCRIPT HAVE BEEN FOUND IN CAVE 4. HOWEVER, THE PIECES ARE SO SMALL THAT THEY CANNOT INDEPENDENTLY CONTRIBUTE TO THE TEXTUAL CRITICISM OF 1QSA. SEE S. J. PFANN, 4Q249A-H, DJD, XXXVI, 515-74.  I THIS IS THE RULE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL IN THE LAST DAYS, WHEN THEY SHALL JOIN [THE COMMUNITY TO WA]LK ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE SONS OF ZADOK THE PRIESTS AND OF THE MEN OF THEIR COVENANT WHO HAVE TURNED ASIDE [FROM THE] WAY OF THE PEOPLE, THE MEN OF HIS COUNCIL WHO KEEP HIS COVENANT IN THE MIDST OF INIQUITY, OFFERING EXPIATION [FOR THE LAND] WHEN THEY COME, THEY SHALL SUMMON THEM ALL, THE LITTLE CHILDREN AND THE WOMEN ALSO, AND THEY SHALL READ INTO THEIR [EARS A]LL THE PRECEPTS OF THE COVENANT AND SHALL EXPOUND TO THEM ALL THEIR STATUTES THAT THEY MAY NO LONGER STRAY IN THEIR [ERRORS]. AND THIS IS THE RULE FOR ALL THE HOSTS OF THE CONGREGATION, FOR EVERY MAN BORN IN ISRAEL FROM [HIS] YOUTH THEY SHALL INSTRUCT HIM IN THE BOOK OF MEDITATION AND SHALL TEACH HIM, ACCORDING TO HIS AGE, THE PRECEPTS OF THE COVENANT. HE [SHALL BE EDUCATED IN THEIR STATUTES FOR TEN YEARS... AT THE AGE OF TWENTY YEARS [HE SHALL BE] ENROLLED, THAT HE MAY ENTER UPON HIS ALLOTTED DUTIES IN THE MIDST OF HIS FAMILY (AND) BE JOINED TO THE HOLY CONGREGATION. HE SHALL NOT [APPROACH] A WOMAN TO KNOW HER BY LYING WITH HER BEFORE HE IS FULLY TWENTY YEARS OLD, WHEN HE SHALL KNOW [GOOD] AND EVIL. AND THEREAFTER, HE SHALL BE ACCEPTED WHEN HE CALLS TO WITNESS THE JUDGMENTS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND SHALL BE (ALLOWED) TO ASSIST AT THE HEARING OF JUDGEMENTS. AT THE AGE OF TWENTY-FIVE YEARS HE MAY TAKE HIS PLACE AMONG THE FOUNDATIONS (I.E. THE OFFICIALS) OF THE HOLY CONGREGATION TO WORK IN THE SERVICE OF THE CONGREGATION. AT THE AGE OF THIRTY YEARS HE MAY APPROACH TO PARTICIPATE IN [SEXLESS] LAWSUITS AND JUDGMENTS, AND MAY TAKE HIS PLACE AMONG THE CHIEFS OF THE THOUSANDS OF ISRAEL, THE CHIEFS OF THE HUNDREDS, FIFTIES, AND TENS, THE JUDGES AND THE OFFICERS OF THEIR TRIBES, IN ALL THEIR FAMILIES, [UNDER THE AUTHORITY] OF THE SONS OF [AAR]ON THE PRIESTS. AND EVERY HEAD OF FAMILY IN THE CONGREGATION WHO IS CHOSEN TO HOLD OFFICE, [TO GO] AND COME BEFORE THE CONGREGATION, SHALL STRENGTHEN HIS LOINS THAT HE MAY PERFORM HIS TASKS AMONG HIS BRETHREN IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS UNDERSTANDING AND THE PERFECTION OF HIS WAY. ACCORDING TO WHETHER THIS IS GREAT OR LITTLE, SO SHALL ONE MAN BE HONOURED MORE THAN ANOTHER. WHEN A MAN IS ADVANCED IN YEARS, HE SHALL BE GIVEN A DUTY IN THE [SER]VICE OF THE CONGREGATION IN PROPORTION TO HIS STRENGTH. NO SIMPLETON SHALL BE CHOSEN TO HOLD OFFICE IN THE CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL WITH REGARD TO [SEXLESS] LAWSUITS OR JUDGMENT, NOR CARRY ANY RESPONSIBILITY IN THE CONGREGATION. NOR SHALL HE HOLD ANY OFFICE IN THE WAR DESTINED TO VANQUISH THE NATIONS; HIS FAMILY SHALL MERELY INSCRIBE HIM IN THE ARMY REGISTER AND HE SHALL DO HIS SERVICE IN TASK-WORK IN PROPORTION TO HIS CAPACITY. THE SONS OF LEVI SHALL HOLD OFFICE, EACH IN HIS PLACE, UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE SONS OF AARON. THEY SHALL CAUSE ALL THE CONGREGATION TO GO AND COME, EACH MAN IN HIS RANK, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE HEADS OF FAMILY OF THE CONGREGATION - THE LEADERS, JUDGES, AND OFFICERS, ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF ALL THEIR HOSTS - UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE SONS OF ZADOK THE PRIESTS, [AND] (UNDER THE DIRECTION) [OF ALL THE] HEADS OF FAMILY OF THE CONGREGATION. AND WHEN THE WHOLE ASSEMBLY IS SUMMONED FOR JUDGEMENT, OR FOR A COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY, OR FOR WAR, THEY SHALL SANCTIFY THEM FOR THREE DAYS THAT EVERY ONE OF ITS MEMBERS MAY BE PREPARED. THESE ARE THE MEN WHO SHALL BE CALLED TO THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY ... ALL THE WI[SE MEN] OF THE CONGREGATION, THE LEARNED AND THE INTELLIGENT, MEN WHOSE WAY IS PERFECT AND MEN OF ABILITY, TOGETHER WITH THE TRIBAL CHIEFS AND ALL THE JUDGES AND OFFICERS, AND THE CHIEFS OF THE THOUSANDS, [HUNDREDS,] II FIFTIES, AND TENS, AND THE LEVITES, EACH MAN IN THE [CLA]SS OF HIS DUTY; THESE ARE THE MEN OF RENOWN, THE MEMBERS OF THE ASSEMBLY SUMMONED TO THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY IN ISRAEL BEFORE THE SONS OF ZADOK THE PRIESTS. AND NO MAN SMITTEN WITH ANY HUMAN UNCLEANNESS SHALL ENTER THE ASSEMBLY OF GOD; NO MAN SMITTEN WITH ANY OF THEM SHALL BE CONFIRMED IN HIS OFFICE IN THE CONGREGATION. NO MAN SMITTEN IN HIS FLESH, OR PARALYSED IN HIS FEET OR HANDS, OR LAME, OR BLIND, OR DEAF, OR DUMB, OR SMITTEN IN HIS FLESH WITH A VISIBLE BLEMISH; NO OLD AND TOTTERY MAN UNABLE TO STAY STILL IN THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION; NONE OF THESE SHALL COME TO HOLD OFFICE AMONG THE CONGREGATION OF THE MEN OF RENOWN, FOR THE ANGELS OF HOLINESS ARE [WITH] THEIR [CONGREGATION]. SHOULD [ONE] OF THEM HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY TO THE COUNCIL OF HOLINESS, LET [HIM] BE QUESTIONED PRIVATELY; BUT LET HIM NOT ENTER AMONG [THE CONGREGATION] FOR HE IS SMITTEN. [THIS SHALL BE THE ASS]EMBLY OF THE MEN OF RENOWN [CALLED] TO THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY WHEN GOD ENGENDERS 93 (THE PRIEST-) MESSIAH, HE SHALL COME WITH THEM [AT] THE HEAD OF THE WHOLE CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL WITH ALL [HIS BRETHREN, THE SONS] OF AARON THE PRIESTS, [THOSE CALLED] TO THE ASSEMBLY, THE MEN OF RENOWN; AND THEY SHALL SIT [BEFORE HIM, EACH MAN] IN THE ORDER OF HIS DIGNITY. AND THEN [THE MESSIAH OF ISRAEL SHALL [COME], AND THE CHIEFS OF THE [CLANS OF ISRAEL] SHALL SIT BEFORE HIM, [EACH] IN THE ORDER OF HIS DIGNITY, ACCORDING TO [HIS PLACE] IN THEIR CAMPS AND MARCHES. AND BEFORE THEM SHALL SIT ALL THE HEADS OF [FAMILY OF THE CONGREGATION, AND THE WISE MEN OF [THE HOLY CONGREGATION,] EACH IN THE ORDER OF HIS DIGNITY. AND [WHEN] THEY SHALL GATHER FOR THE COMMON [TAB]LE, TO EAT AND [TO DRINK] NEW WINE, WHEN THE COMMON TABLE SHALL BE SET FOR EATING AND THE NEW WINE [POURED] FOR DRINKING, LET NO MAN EXTEND HIS HAND OVER THE FIRSTFRUITS OF BREAD AND WINE BEFORE THE PRIEST; FOR [IT IS HE] WHO SHALL BLESS THE FIRSTFRUITS OF BREAD AND WINE, AND SHALL BE THE FIRST [TO EXTEND] HIS HAND OVER THE BREAD. THEREAFTER, THE MESSIAH OF ISRAEL SHALL EXTEND HIS HAND OVER THE BREAD, [AND] ALL THE CONGREGATION OF THE COMMUNITY [SHALL UTTER A] BLESSING, [EACH MAN IN THE ORDER] OF HIS DIGNITY. IT IS ACCORDING TO THIS STATUTE THAT THEY SHALL PROCEED AT EVERY MEAL AT WHICH] AT LEAST TEN MEN ARE GATHERED TOGETHER.
THE WAR SCROLL OF THE SONS OF LIGHT WITH THE SONS OF DARKNESS
I FOR THE MASTER. THE RULE OF WAR ON THE UNLEASHING OF THE ATTACK OF THE SONS OF LIGHT AGAINST THE COMPANY OF THE SONS OF DARKNESS, THE ARMY OF BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA]: AGAINST THE BAND OF EDOM, MOAB, AND THE SONS OF AMMON, AND [AGAINST THE ARMY OF THE SONS OF THE EAST AND] THE PHILISTINES, AND AGAINST THE BANDS OF THE KITTIM OF ASSYRIAAND THEIR ALLIES THE UNGODLY OF THE COVENANT. THE SONS OF LEVI, JUDAH, AND BENJAMIN, THE EXILES IN THE DESERT, SHALL BATTLE AGAINST THEM IN ALL THEIR BANDS WHEN THE EXILED SONS OF LIGHT RETURN FROM THE DESERT OF THE PEOPLES TO CAMP IN THE DESERT OF JERUSALEM; AND AFTER THE BATTLE THEY SHALL GO UP FROM THERE (TO JERUSALEM?). [THE KING] OF THE KITTIM [SHALL ENTER] INTO EGYPT, AND IN HIS TIME, HE SHALL SET OUT IN GREAT WRATH TO WAGE WAR AGAINST THE KINGS OF THE NORTH, THAT HIS FURY MAY DESTROY AND CUT THE HORN OF [ISRAEL]. THIS SHALL BE A TIME OF SALVATION FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD, AN AGE OF DOMINION FOR ALL THE MEMBERS OF HIS COMPANY, AND OF EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION FOR ALL THE COMPANY OF BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA]. THE CONFUSION OF THE SONS OF JAPHETH SHALL BE [GREAT] AND ASSYRIA SHALL FALL UNSUCCOURED. THE DOMINION OF THE KITTIM SHALL COME TO AN END AND INIQUITY SHALL BE VANQUISHED, LEAVING NO REMNANT; [FOR THE SONS] OF DARKNESS THERE SHALL BE NO ESCAPE. THE SONS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL SHINE OVER ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH; THEY SHALL GO ON SHINING UNTIL ALL THE SEASONS OF DARKNESS ARE CONSUMED AND, AT THE SEASON APPOINTED BY GOD, HIS EXALTED GREATNESS SHALL SHINE ETERNALLY TO THE PEACE, BLESSING, GLORY, JOY, AND LONG LIFE OF ALL THE SONS OF LIGHT. ON THE DAY WHEN THE KITTIM FALL, THERE SHALL BE BATTLE AND TERRIBLE CARNAGE BEFORE THE GOD OF ISRAEL, FOR THAT SHALL BE THE DAY APPOINTED FROM ANCIENT TIMES FOR THE BATTLE OF DESTRUCTION OF THE SONS OF DARKNESS. AT THAT TIME, THE ASSEMBLY OF GODS AND THE HOSTS OF MEN SHALL BATTLE, CAUSING GREAT CARNAGE; ON THE DAY OF CALAMITY, THE SONS OF LIGHT SHALL BATTLE WITH THE COMPANY OF DARKNESS AMID THE SHOUTS OF A MIGHTY MULTITUDE AND THE CLAMOUR OF GODS AND MEN TO (MAKE MANIFEST) THE MIGHT OF GOD. AND IT SHALL BE A TIME OF [GREAT] TRIBULATION FOR THE PEOPLE WHICH GOD SHALL REDEEM; OF ALL ITS AFFLICTIONS NONE SHALL BE AS THIS, FROM ITS SUDDEN BEGINNING UNTIL ITS END IN ETERNAL REDEMPTION. ON THE DAY OF THEIR BATTLE AGAINST THE KITTIM [THEY SHALL SET OUT FOR] CARNAGE. IN THREE LOTS SHALL THE SONS OF LIGHT BRACE THEMSELVES IN BATTLE TO STRIKE DOWN INIQUITY, AND IN THREE LOTS SHALL BELIAL’S [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA] HOST GIRD ITSELF TO THRUST BACK THE COMPANY OF GOD. AND WHEN THE HEARTS OF THE DETACHMENTS OF FOOT-SOLDIERS FAINT, THEN SHALL THE MIGHT OF GOD FORTIFY [THE HEARTS OF THE SONS OF LIGHT]. AND WITH THE SEVENTH LOT, THE MIGHTY HAND OF GOD SHALL BRING DOWN [THE ARMY OF BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA], AND ALL] THE ANGELS OF HIS KINGDOM, AND ALL THE MEMBERS [OF HIS COMPANY IN EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION] ... {... THE PRIESTS, THE LEVITES AND THE HEADS OF [THE TRIBES] ...THE PRIESTS AS WELL AS THE LEVITES AND THE DIVISIONS OF} (4Q464) II THE FIFTY-TWO HEADS OF FAMILY OF THE CONGREGATION. THEY SHALL RANK THE CHIEF PRIESTS BELOW THE HIGH PRIEST AND HIS VICAR. AND THE TWELVE CHIEF PRIESTS SHALL MINISTER AT THE DAILY SACRIFICE BEFORE GOD, WHEREAS THE TWENTY-SIX LEADERS OF THE PRIESTLY DIVISIONS SHALL MINISTER IN THEIR DIVISIONS. BELOW THEM, IN PERPETUAL MINISTRY, SHALL BE THE CHIEFS OF THE LEVITES TO THE NUMBER OF TWELVE, ONE FOR EACH TRIBE. THE LEADERS OF THEIR DIVISIONS SHALL MINISTER EACH IN HIS PLACE. BELOW THEM SHALL BE THE CHIEFS OF THE TRIBES TOGETHER WITH THE HEADS OF FAMILY OF THE CONGREGATION. THEY SHALL ATTEND DAILY AT THE GATES OF THE SANCTUARY, WHEREAS THE LEADERS OF THEIR DIVISIONS, WITH THEIR NUMBERED MEN, SHALL ATTEND AT THEIR APPOINTED TIMES, ON NEW MOONS AND ON SABBATHS AND ON ALL THE DAYS OF THE YEAR, THEIR AGE BEING FIFTY YEARS AND OVER. THESE ARE THE MEN WHO SHALL ATTEND AT HOLOCAUSTS AND SACRIFICES TO PREPARE SWEET-SMELLING INCENSE FOR THE GOOD PLEASURE OF GOD, TO ATONE FOR ALL HIS CONGREGATION, AND TO SATISFY THEMSELVES PERPETUALLY BEFORE HIM AT THE TABLE OF GLORY. THEY SHALL ARRANGE ALL THESE THINGS DURING THE SEASON OF THE YEAR OF RELEASE. DURING THE REMAINING THIRTY-THREE YEARS OF THE WAR, THE MEN OF RENOWN, THOSE SUMMONED TO THE ASSEMBLY, TOGETHER WITH ALL THE HEADS OF FAMILY OF THE CONGREGATION, SHALL CHOOSE FOR THEMSELVES FIGHTING-MEN FOR ALL THE LANDS OF THE NATIONS. THEY SHALL ARM FOR THEMSELVES WARRIORS FROM ALL THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL TO ENTER THE ARMY YEAR BY YEAR WHEN THEY ARE SUMMONED TO WAR. BUT THEY SHALL ARM NO MAN FOR ENTRY INTO THE ARMY DURING THE YEARS OF RELEASE, FOR THEY ARE SABBATHS OF REST FOR ISRAEL. IN THE THIRTY-FIVE YEARS OF SERVICE, THE WAR SHALL BE FOUGHT DURING SIX; THE WHOLE CONGREGATION SHALL FIGHT IT TOGETHER. AND DURING THE REMAINING TWENTY-NINE YEARS THE WAR SHALL BE DIVIDED. DURING THE FIRST YEAR THEY SHALL FIGHT AGAINST ARAM-NAHARAIM; DURING THE SECOND, AGAINST THE SONS OF LUD; DURING THE THIRD, AGAINST THE REMNANT OF THE SONS OF ARAM, AGAINST UZ AND HUL AND TOGAR AND MESHA BEYOND THE EUPHRATES; DURING THE FOURTH AND FIFTH, THEY SHALL FIGHT AGAINST THE SONS OF ARPACHSHAD; DURING THE SIXTH AND SEVENTH, AGAINST ALL THE SONS OF ASSYRIA AND PERSIA AND THE EAST AS FAR AS THE GREAT DESERT; DURING THE EIGHTH YEAR THEY SHALL FIGHT AGAINST THE SONS OF ELAM; DURING THE NINTH, AGAINST THE SONS OF ISHMAEL AND KETURAH. IN THE TEN YEARS WHICH FOLLOW, THE WAR SHALL BE DIVIDED AGAINST ALL THE SONS OF HAM ACCORDING TO THEIR CLANS AND IN THEIR HABITATIONS; AND DURING THE TEN YEARS WHICH REMAIN, THE WAR SHALL BE DIVIDED AGAINST ALL [THE SONS OF JAPHETH IN] THEIR HABITATIONS. THE RULE FOR THE TRUMPETS OF SUMMONS AND THE TRUMPETS OF ALARM ACCORDING TO ALL THEIR DUTIES... [THE TRUMPETS OF SUMMONS SHALL SOUND FOR DISPOSAL IN] III BATTLE FORMATIONS AND TO SUMMON THE FOOT-SOLDIERS TO ADVANCE WHEN THE GATES OF WAR SHALL OPEN; AND THE TRUMPETS OF ALARM SHALL SOUND FOR MASSACRE, AND FOR AMBUSH, AND FOR PURSUIT WHEN THE ENEMY SHALL BE SMITTEN, AND FOR RETREAT FROM BATTLE. ON THE TRUMPETS CALLING THE CONGREGATION THEY SHALL WRITE, THE CALLED OF GOD. ON THE TRUMPETS CALLING THE CHIEFS THEY SHALL WRITE, THE PRINCES OF GOD. ON THE TRUMPETS OF THE LEVIES THEY SHALL WRITE, THE ARMY OF GOD. ON THE TRUMPETS OF THE MEN OF RENOWN AND OF THE HEADS OF FAMILY OF THE CONGREGATION GATHERED IN THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY THEY SHALL WRITE, SUMMONED BY GOD TO THE COUNCIL OF HOLINESS. ON THE TRUMPETS OF THE CAMPS THEY SHALL WRITE, THE PEACE OF GOD IN THE CAMPS OF HIS SAINTS. AND ON THE TRUMPETS FOR BREAKING CAMP THEY SHALL WRITE, THE MIGHTY DEEDS OF GOD SHALL CRUSH THE ENEMY, PUTTING TO FLIGHT ALL THOSE WHO HATE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND BRINGING SHAME ON THOSE WHO HATE HIM. ON THE TRUMPETS FOR BATTLE FORMATIONS THEY SHALL WRITE, FORMATIONS OF THE DIVISIONS OF GOD FOR THE VENGEANCE OF HIS WRATH ON THE SONS OF DARKNESS. ON THE TRUMPETS SUMMONING THE FOOT-SOLDIERS TO ADVANCE TOWARDS THE ENEMY FORMATIONS WHEN THE GATES OF WAR ARE OPENED, THEY SHALL WRITE, REMINDER OF VENGEANCE IN GOD’S APPOINTED TIME. ON THE TRUMPETS OF MASSACRE, THEY SHALL WRITE, THE MIGHTY HAND OF GOD IN WAR SHALL CAUSE ALL THE UNGODLY SLAIN TO FALL. ON THE TRUMPETS OF AMBUSH, THEY SHALL WRITE, THE MYSTERIES OF GOD SHALL UNDO WICKEDNESS. ON THE TRUMPETS OF PURSUIT, THEY SHALL WRITE, GOD HAS SMITTEN ALL THE SONS OF DARKNESS; HIS FURY SHALL NOT END UNTIL THEY ARE UTTERLY CONSUMED. ON THE TRUMPETS OF RETREAT, WHEN THEY RETREAT FROM BATTLE TO THE FORMATION, THEY SHALL WRITE, GOD HAS REASSEMBLED. ON THE TRUMPETS OF RETURN FROM BATTLE AGAINST THE ENEMY WHEN THEY JOURNEY TO THE CONGREGATION IN JERUSALEM THEY SHALL WRITE, REJOICINGS OF GOD IN THE PEACEFUL RETURN. THE RULE FOR THE STANDARDS OF THE WHOLE CONGREGATION ACCORDING TO THEIR LEVIES ON THE GREAT STANDARD AT THE HEAD OF THE PEOPLE THEY SHALL WRITE, THE PEOPLE OF GOD, TOGETHER WITH THE NAMES OF ISRAEL AND AARON, AND THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE [TRIBES OF ISRAEL]. ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF THEIR PRECEDENCE. ON THE STANDARDS OF THE CAMP COLUMNS FORMED BY THREE TRIBES THEY SHALL WRITE, ...OF GOD, TOGETHER WITH THE NAME OF THE LEADER OF THE CAMP...ON THE STANDARD OF THE TRIBE THEY SHALL WRITE, BANNER OF GOD, TOGETHER WITH THE NAME OF THE LEADER OF [THE TRIBE AND THE NAMES OF THE CHIEFS OF ITS CLANS]. [ON THE STANDARD OF THE MYRIAD THEY SHALL WRITE...OF GOD, TOGETHER WITH] THE NAME OF THE CHIEF OF THE MYRIAD AND THE NAMES OF THE [LEADERS OF ITS THOUSANDS]. [ON THE STANDARD OF THE THOUSAND THEY SHALL WRITE...OF GOD, TOGETHER WITH THE NAME OF THE CHIEF OF THE THOUSAND AND THE NAMES OF THE LEADERS OF ITS HUNDREDS]. [ON THE STANDARD OF HUNDRED] ... IV ON THE STANDARD OF MERARI THEY SHALL WRITE, THE VOTIVE-OFFERING OF GOD, TOGETHER WITH THE NAME OF THE CHIEF OF MERARI AND THE NAMES OF THE LEADERS OF ITS THOUSANDS. ON THE STANDARD OF THE THOUSAND THEY SHALL WRITE, THE WRATH OF GOD IS KINDLED AGAINST BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND AGAINST THE MEN OF HIS COMPANY, LEAVING NO REMNANT, TOGETHER WITH THE NAME OF THE CHIEF OF THE THOUSAND AND THE NAMES OF THE LEADERS OF ITS HUNDREDS. ON THE STANDARD OF THE HUNDRED THEY SHALL WRITE, FROM GOD COMES THE MIGHT OF WAR AGAINST ALL [SEXUAL] SINFUL FLESH, TOGETHER WITH THE NAME OF THE CHIEF OF THE HUNDRED AND THE NAMES OF THE LEADERS OF ITS FIFTIES. ON THE STANDARD OF THE FIFTY THEY SHALL WRITE, THE STAND OF THE UNGODLY IS ENDED BY THE POWER OF GOD, TOGETHER WITH THE NAME OF THE CHIEF OF THE FIFTY AND THE NAMES OF THE LEADERS OF ITS TENS. ON THE STANDARD OF THE TEN THEY SHALL WRITE, PRAISED BE GOD ON THE TEN-STRINGED HARP, TOGETHER WITH THE NAME OF THE CHIEF OF THE TEN AND THE NAMES OF THE NINE MEN UNDER HIS COMMAND. WHEN THEY MARCH OUT TO BATTLE, THEY SHALL WRITE ON THEIR STANDARDS, TRUTH OF GOD, JUSTICEOF GOD, GLORY OF GOD, JUDGEMENT OF GOD, FOLLOWED BY THE WHOLE ORDERED LIST OF THEIR NAMES. WHEN THEY APPROACH FOR BATTLE, THEY SHALL WRITE ON THEIR STANDARDS, RIGHT HAND OF GOD, APPOINTED TIME OF GOD, TUMULT OF GOD, SLAIN OF GOD, FOLLOWED BY THE WHOLE LIST OF THEIR NAMES. WHEN THEY RETURN FROM BATTLE THEY SHALL WRITE ON THEIR STANDARDS, HONOUR OF GOD, MAJESTY OF GOD, SPLENDOUR OF GOD, GLORY OF GOD, TOGETHER WITH THE WHOLE LIST OF THEIR NAMES. THE RULE FOR THE STANDARDS OF THE CONGREGATION WHEN THEY SET OUT FOR BATTLE THEY SHALL WRITE ON THE FIRST STANDARD CONGREGATION OF GOD, ON THE SECOND STANDARD CAMPS OF GOD, ON THE THIRD STANDARD TRIBES OF GOD, ON THE FOURTH STANDARD CLANS OF GOD, ON THE FIFTH STANDARD DIVISIONS OF GOD, ON THE SIXTH STANDARD ASSEMBLY OF GOD, ON THE SEVENTH STANDARD THE CALLED OF GOD, ON THE EIGHTH STANDARD HOSTS OF GOD; AND THEY SHALL WRITE THE LIST OF THEIR NAMES WITH ALL THEIR ORDER. WHEN THEY APPROACH FOR BATTLE, THEY SHALL WRITE ON THEIR STANDARDS, WAR OF GOD, VENGEANCE OF GOD, TRIAL OF GOD, REWARD OF GOD, POWER OF GOD, RETRIBUTIONS OF GOD, MIGHT OF GOD, EXTERMINATION OF GOD FOR ALL THE NATIONS OF VANITY; AND THEY SHALL WRITE ON THEM THE WHOLE LIST OF THEIR NAMES. WHEN THEY RETURN FROM BATTLE THEY SHALL WRITE ON THEIR STANDARDS, SALVATION OF GOD, VICTORY OF GOD, HELP OF GOD, SUPPORT OF GOD, JOY OF GOD, THANKSGIVINGS OF GOD, PRAISE OF GOD, PEACE OF GOD. [THE MEASUREMENTS OF THE STANDARDS.] THE STANDARD OF THE WHOLE CONGREGATION SHALL BE FOURTEEN CUBITS LONG; THE STANDARD [OF THE THREE TRIBES,] THIRTEEN CUBITS LONG; [THE STANDARD OF THE TRIBE,] TWELVE CUBITS; [THE STANDARD OF THE MYRIAD], ELEVEN CUBITS; [THE STANDARD OF THE THOUSAND, TEN CUBITS; THE STANDARD OF THE HUNDRED,] NINE CUBITS; [THE STANDARD OF THE FIFTY, EIGHT] CUBITS; THE STANDARD OF THE TEN, SEVEN CUBITS... V AND ON THE SH[IELD OF] THE PRINCE OF ALL THE CONGREGATION THEY SHALL WRITE HIS NAME, TOGETHER WITH THE NAMES OF ISRAEL, LEVI AND AARON, AND THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF THEIR PRECEDENCE, WITH THE NAMES OF THEIR TWELVE CHIEFS. THE RULE FOR THE ORDERING OF THE BATTLE DIVISIONS TO COMPLETE A FRONT FORMATION WHEN THEIR HOST HAS REACHED ITS FULL NUMBER THE FORMATION SHALL CONSIST OF ONE THOUSAND MEN RANKED SEVEN LINES DEEP, EACH MAN STANDING BEHIND THE OTHER. THEY SHALL ALL HOLD SHIELDS OF BRONZE BURNISHED LIKE MIRRORS. THE SHIELD SHALL BE EDGED WITH AN INTERLACED BORDER AND WITH INLAID ORNAMENT, A WORK OF ART IN PURE GOLD AND SILVER AND BRONZE AND PRECIOUS STONES, A MANY-COLOURED DESIGN WORKED BY A CRAFTSMAN. THE LENGTH OF THE SHIELD SHALL BE TWO AND A HALF CUBITS AND ITS WIDTH ONE AND A HALF CUBITS. IN THEIR HANDS THEY SHALL HOLD A SPEAR AND A SWORD. THE LENGTH OF THE SPEAR SHALL BE SEVEN CUBITS, OF WHICH THE SOCKET AND SPIKE SHALL MEASURE HALF A CUBIT. THE SOCKET SHALL BE EDGED WITH THREE EMBOSSED INTERLACED RINGS OF PURE GOLD AND SILVER AND BRONZE, A WORK OF ART. THE INLAID ORNAMENTS ON BOTH EDGES OF THE RING SHALL BE BORDERED WITH PRECIOUS STONES - PATTERNED BANDS WORKED BY A CRAFTSMAN - AND (EMBOSSED) WITH EARS OF CORN. BETWEEN THE RINGS, THE SOCKET SHALL BE EMBOSSED WITH ARTISTRY LIKE A PILLAR. THE SPIKE SHALL BE MADE OF BRILLIANT WHITE IRON, THE WORK OF A CRAFTSMAN; IN ITS CENTRE, POINTING TOWARDS THE TIP, SHALL BE EARS OF CORN IN PURE GOLD. THE SWORDS SHALL BE MADE OF PURE IRON REFINED BY THE SMELTER AND BLANCHED TO RESEMBLE A MIRROR, THE WORK OF A CRAFTSMAN; ON BOTH SIDES (OF THEIR BLADES) POINTING TOWARDS THE TIP, FIGURED EARS OF CORN SHALL BE EMBOSSED IN PURE GOLD, AND THEY SHALL HAVE TWO STRAIGHT BORDERS ON EACH SIDE. THE LENGTH OF THE SWORD SHALL BE ONE AND A HALF CUBITS AND ITS WIDTH FOUR FINGERS. THE WIDTH OF THE SCABBARD SHALL BE FOUR THUMBS. THERE SHALL BE FOUR PALMS TO THE SCABBARD (FROM THE GIRDLE), AND IT SHALL BE ATTACHED (TO THE GIRDLE) ON BOTH SIDES FOR A LENGTH OF FIVE PALMS (?). THE HILT OF THE SWORD SHALL BE OF PURE HORN WORKED BY A CRAFTSMAN, WITH PATTERNED BANDS IN GOLD AND SILVER AND PRECIOUS STONES...VACAT WHEN...SHALL STAND, THE...THEY SHALL ORDER THE SEVEN BATTLE DIVISIONS, DIVISION AFTER DIVISION...THIRTY CUBITS WHERE THE MEN OF THE DIVISION SHALL STAND... VI SEVEN TIMES AND SHALL RETURN TO THEIR POSITIONS. AND AFTER THEM, THREE DIVISIONS OF FOOT-SOLDIERS SHALL ADVANCE AND SHALL STATION THEMSELVES BETWEEN THE FORMATIONS, AND THE FIRST DIVISION SHALL HURL SEVEN JAVELINS OF WAR TOWARDS THE ENEMY FORMATION. ON THE POINT OF THE JAVELINS THEY SHALL WRITE, SHININGJAVELINOF THE POWER OF GOD; AND ON THE DARTS OF THE SECOND DIVISION THEY SHALL WRITE, BLOODY SPIKES TO BRING DOWN THE SLAIN BY THE WRATH OF GOD; AND ON THE JAVELINS OF THE THIRD DIVISION THEY SHALL WRITE, FLAMING BLADE TO DEVOUR THE WICKED STRUCK DOWN BY THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD. ALL THESE SHALL HURL THEIR JAVELINS SEVEN TIMES AND SHALL AFTERWARDS RETURN TO THEIR POSITIONS. THEN TWO DIVISIONS OF FOOT-SOLDIERS SHALL ADVANCE AND SHALL STATION THEMSELVES BETWEEN THE TWO FORMATIONS. THE FIRST DIVISION SHALL BE ARMED WITH A SPEAR AND A SHIELD, AND THE SECOND WITH A SHIELD AND A SWORD, TO BRING DOWN THE SLAIN BY THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD, AND TO BEND THE ENEMY FORMATION BY THE POWER OF GOD, TO PAY THE REWARD OF THEIR WICKEDNESS TO ALL THE NATIONS OF VANITY. AND SOVEREIGNTY SHALL BE TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL, AND HE SHALL ACCOMPLISH MIGHTY DEEDS BY THE SAINTS OF HIS PEOPLE. SEVEN TROOPS OF HORSEMEN SHALL ALSO STATION THEMSELVES TO THE RIGHT AND TO THE LEFT OF THE FORMATION; THEIR TROOPS SHALL STAND ON THIS (SIDE) AND ON THAT, SEVEN HUNDRED HORSEMEN ON ONE FLANK AND SEVEN HUNDRED HORSEMEN ON THE OTHER. TWO HUNDRED HORSEMEN SHALL ADVANCE WITH THE THOUSAND MEN OF THE FORMATION OF FOOT-SOLDIERS; AND THEY SHALL LIKEWISE STATION THEMSELVES ON BOTH [FLANKS] OF THE CAMP. ALTOGETHER THERE SHALL BE FOUR THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED (MEN), AND ONE THOUSAND CAVALRYMEN WITH THE MEN OF THE ARMY FORMATIONS, FIFTY TO EACH FORMATION. THE HORSEMEN, TOGETHER WITH THE CAVALRY OF THE ARMY SHALL NUMBER SIX THOUSAND: FIVE HUNDRED TO EACH TRIBE. THE HORSES ADVANCING INTO BATTLE WITH THE FOOT-SOLDIERS SHALL ALL BE STALLIONS; THEY SHALL BE SWIFT, SENSITIVE OF MOUTH, AND SOUND OF WIND, AND OF THE REQUIRED AGE, TRAINED FOR WAR, AND ACCUSTOMED TO NOISE AND TO EVERY (KIND OF) SIGHT. THEIR RIDERS SHALL BE GALLANT FIGHTING MEN AND SKILLED HORSEMEN, AND THEIR AGE SHALL BE FROM THIRTY TO FORTY-FIVE YEARS. THE HORSEMEN OF THE ARMY SHALL BE FROM FORTY TO FIFTY YEARS OLD. THEY [AND THEIR MOUNTS SHALL WEAR BREAST-PLATES,] HELMETS, AND GREAVES; THEY SHALL CARRY IN THEIR HANDS, BUCKLERS, AND A SPEAR [EIGHT CUBITS] LONG. [THE HORSEMAN ADVANCING WITH THE FOOT-SOLDIERS SHALL CARRY] BOWS AND ARROWS AND JAVELINS OF WAR. THEY SHALL ALL HOLD THEMSELVES PREPARED...OF GOD AND TO SPILL THE BLOOD OF THE WICKED... VII THE MEN OF THE ARMY SHALL BE FROM FORTY TO FIFTY YEARS OLD. THE INSPECTORS OF THE CAMPS SHALL BE FROM FIFTY TO SIXTY YEARS OLD. THE OFFICERS SHALL BE FROM FORTY TO FIFTY YEARS OLD. THE DESPOILERS OF THE SLAIN, THE PLUNDERERS OF BOOTY, THE CLEANSERS OF THE LAND, THE KEEPERS OF THE BAGGAGE, AND THOSE WHO FURNISH THE PROVISIONS SHALL BE FROM TWENTYFIVE TO THIRTY YEARS OLD. NO BOY OR WOMAN SHALL ENTER THEIR CAMPS, FROM THE TIME THEY LEAVE JERUSALEM AND MARCH OUT TO WAR UNTIL THEY RETURN. NO MAN WHO IS LAME, OR BLIND, OR CRIPPLED, OR AFFLICTED WITH A LASTING BODILY BLEMISH, OR SMITTEN WITH A BODILY IMPURITY, NONE OF THESE SHALL MARCH OUT TO WAR WITH THEM. THEY SHALL ALL BE FREELY ENLISTED FOR WAR, PERFECT IN SPIRIT AND BODY AND PREPARED FOR THE DAY OF VENGEANCE. AND NO MAN SHALL GO DOWN WITH THEM ON THE DAY OF BATTLE WHO IS IMPURE BECAUSE OF HIS ‘FOUNT’, FOR THE HOLY ANGELS SHALL BE WITH THEIR HOSTS. AND THERE SHALL BE A SPACE OF ABOUT TWO THOUSAND CUBITS BETWEEN ALL THEIR CAMPS FOR THE PLACE SERVING AS A LATRINE, SO THAT NO INDECENT NAKEDNESS MAY BE SEEN IN THE SURROUNDINGS OF THEIR CAMPS. WHEN THE BATTLE FORMATIONS ARE MARSHALLED FACING THE ENEMY FORMATION FACING FORMATION, SEVEN PRIESTS OF THE SONS OF AARON SHALL ADVANCE FROM THE MIDDLE GATES TO THE PLACE BETWEEN THE FORMATIONS. THEY SHALL BE CLOTHED IN VESTMENTS OF WHITE CLOTH OF FLAX, IN A FINE LINEN TUNIC AND FINE LINEN BREECHES; AND THEY SHALL BE GIRDLED WITH FINE CLOTH OF FLAX EMBROIDERED WITH BLUE, PURPLE, AND SCARLET THREAD, A MANY-COLORED DESIGN WORKED BY A CRAFTSMAN. AND ON THEIR HEADS, THEY SHALL WEAR MITRED TURBANS. THESE SHALL BE BATTLE RAIMENT; THEY SHALL NOT TAKE THEM INTO THE SANCTUARY. THE FIRST PRIEST SHALL ADVANCE BEFORE THE MEN OF THE FORMATION TO STRENGTHEN THEIR HAND FOR BATTLE, AND THE SIX OTHER PRIESTS SHALL HOLD IN THEIR HANDS THE TRUMPETS OF SUMMONS, AND THE TRUMPETS OF THE REMINDER, AND THE TRUMPETS OF ALARM (FOR MASSACRE), AND THE TRUMPETS OF PURSUIT, AND THE TRUMPETS OF RETREAT. AND WHEN THE PRIESTS ADVANCE TO THE PLACE BETWEEN THE FORMATIONS, SEVEN LEVITES SHALL ACCOMPANY THEM BEARING IN THEIR HANDS SEVEN RAMS’ HORNS; AND THREE OFFICERS OF THE LEVITES SHALL WALK BEFORE THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES. THE PRIESTS SHALL SOUND THE TWO TRUMPETS OF SUMMONS FOR THE GATES OF WAR TO OPEN FIFTY SHIELDS (WIDE) AND THE FOOT-SOLDIERS SHALL ADVANCE, FIFTY FROM ONE GATE [AND FIFTY FROM THE OTHER. WITH THEM SHALL ADVANCE] THE OFFICERS OF THE LEVITES, AND THEY SHALL ADVANCE WITH EVERY FORMATION ACCORDING TO ALL THIS RULE. [THE PRIESTS SHALL SOUND THE TRUMPETS, AND TWO DIVISIONS OF FOOT-] SOLDIERS [SHALL ADVANCE] FROM THE GATE [AND SHALL] STATION [THEMSELVES] BETWEEN THE TWO [FORMATIONS]... VIII THE TRUMPETS SHALL SOUND TO DIRECT THE SLINGERS UNTIL THEY HAVE CAST SEVEN TIMES. AFTERWARDS, THE PRIESTS SHALL SOUND FOR THEM THE TRUMPETS OF RETREAT AND THEY SHALL RETURN TO THE FLANK OF THE FIRST FORMATION TO TAKE UP THEIR POSITION. THEN THE PRIESTS SHALL SOUND THE TRUMPETS OF SUMMONS AND THREE DIVISIONS OF FOOT-SOLDIERS SHALL ADVANCE FROM THE GATES AND SHALL STATION THEMSELVES BETWEEN THE FORMATIONS; THE HORSEMEN SHALL BE ON THEIR FLANKS, TO THE RIGHT AND TO THE LEFT. THE PRIESTS SHALL SOUND A SUSTAINED BLAST ON THE TRUMPETS FOR BATTLE ARRAY, AND THE COLUMNS SHALL MOVE TO THEIR (BATTLE) ARRAY, EACH MAN TO HIS PLACE. AND WHEN THEY HAVE TAKEN UP THEIR STAND IN THREE ARRAYS, THE PRIESTS SHALL SOUND A SECOND SIGNAL, SOFT AND SUSTAINED, FOR THEM TO ADVANCE UNTIL THEY ARE CLOSE TO THE ENEMY FORMATION. THEY SHALL SEIZE THEIR WEAPONS, AND THE PRIESTS SHALL THEN BLOW A SHRILL STACCATO BLAST ON THE SIX TRUMPETS OF MASSACRE TO DIRECT THE BATTLE, AND THE LEVITES AND ALL THE BLOWERS OF RAMS’ HORNS SHALL SOUND A MIGHTY ALARM TO TERRIFY THE HEART OF THE ENEMY, AND THEREWITH THE JAVELINS SHALL FLY OUT TO BRING DOWN THE SLAIN. THEN THE SOUND OF THE HORNS SHALL CEASE, BUT THE PRIESTS SHALL CONTINUE TO BLOW A SHRILL STACCATO BLAST ON THE TRUMPETS TO DIRECT THE BATTLE UNTIL THEY HAVE THROWN SEVEN TIMES AGAINST THE ENEMY FORMATION. AND THEN THEY SHALL SOUND A SOFT, A SUSTAINED, AND A SHRILL SOUND ON THE TRUMPETS OF RETREAT. IT IS ACCORDING TO THIS RULE THAT THE PRIESTS SHALL SOUND THE TRUMPETS FOR THE THREE DIVISIONS. WITH THE FIRST THROW, THE [PRIESTS] SHALL SOUND [ON THE TRUMPETS] A MIGHTY ALARM TO DIRECT THE BATTLE UNTIL THEY HAVE THROWN SEVEN TIMES. THEN THE PRIESTS [SHALL SOUND] FOR THEM ON THE TRUMPETS [OF RETREAT A SOFT, A SUSTAINED, AND A SHRILL SOUND, AND THEY SHALL RETURN] TO THEIR POSITIONS IN THE FORMATION. [THEN THE PRIESTS SHALL BLOW THE TRUMPETS OF SUMMONS AND THE TWO DIVISIONS OF FOOT-SOLDIERS SHALL ADVANCE FROM THE GATES] AND SHALL STAND [BETWEEN THE FORMATIONS. AND THE PRIESTS SHALL THEN BLOW THE TRUMPETS OF] MASSACRE, [AND THE LEVITES AND ALL THE BLOWERS OF RAMS’ HORNS SHALL SOUND AN ALARM, A MIGHTY BLAST, AND THEREWITH] IX THEY SHALL SET ABOUT TO BRING DOWN THE SLAIN WITH THEIR HANDS. ALL THE PEOPLE SHALL CEASE THEIR CLAMOUR BUT THE PRIESTS SHALL CONTINUE TO BLOW THE TRUMPETS OF MASSACRE TO DIRECT THE BATTLE UNTIL THE ENEMY IS SMITTEN AND PUT TO FLIGHT; AND THE PRIESTS SHALL BLOW TO DIRECT THE BATTLE. AND WHEN THEY ARE SMITTEN BEFORE THEM, THE PRIESTS SHALL SOUND THE TRUMPETS OF SUMMONS AND ALL THE FOOT-SOLDIERS SHALL RALLY TO THEM FROM THE MIDST OF THE FRONT FORMATIONS, AND THE SIX DIVISIONS, TOGETHER WITH THE FIGHTING DIVISION, SHALL TAKE UP THEIR STATIONS. ALTOGETHER, THEY SHALL BE SEVEN FORMATIONS: TWENTY-EIGHT THOUSAND FIGHTING MEN AND SIX THOUSAND HORSEMEN. ALL THESE SHALL PURSUE THE ENEMY TO DESTROY HIM IN AN EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION IN THE BATTLE OF GOD. THE PRIESTS SHALL SOUND FOR THEM THE TRUMPETS OF PURSUIT, AND THEY SHALL DEPLOY AGAINST ALL THE ENEMY IN A PURSUIT TO DESTRUCTION; AND THE HORSEMEN SHALL THRUST THEM BACK ON THE FLANKS OF THE BATTLE UNTIL THEY ARE UTTERLY DESTROYED. AND AS THE SLAIN MEN FALL, THE PRIESTS SHALL TRUMPET FROM AFAR; THEY SHALL NOT APPROACH THE SLAIN LEST THEY BE DEFILED WITH UNCLEAN BLOOD. FOR THEY ARE HOLY, AND THEY SHALL NOT PROFANE THE ANOINTING OF THEIR PRIESTHOOD WITH THE BLOOD OF NATIONS OF VANITY. THE RULE FOR CHANGES IN BATTLE ORDER TO FORM THE POSITION OF A SQUARE WITH TOWERS, A CONCAVE LINE WITH TOWERS, A CONVEX LINE W ITH TOWERS, A SHALLOW CONVEX LINE OBTAINED BY THE ADVANCE OF THE CENTRE, OR (BY THE ADVANCE OF) BOTH FLANKS TO TERRIFY THE ENEMY THE SHIELDS OF THE TOWERS SHALL BE THREE CUBITS LONG AND THEIR SPEARS EIGHT CUBITS. THE TOWER SHALL ADVANCE FROM THE FORMATION AND SHALL HAVE ONE HUNDRED SHIELDS TO EACH SIDE; IN THIS [MANNER,] THE TOWER SHALL BE SURROUNDED ON THREE SIDES BY THREE HUNDRED SHIELDS. AND IT SHALL ALSO HAVE TWO GATES, [ONE TO THE RIGHT] AND ONE TO THE LEFT. THEY SHALL WRITE ON ALL THE SHIELDS OF THE TOWERS: ON THE FIRST, MICHAEL, [ON THE SECOND, GABRIEL, ON THE THIRD,] SARIEL, AND ON THE FOURTH, RAPHAEL. MICHAEL AND GABRIEL [SHALL STAND ON THE RIGHT, AND SARIEL AND RAPHAEL ON THE LEFT] ... THEY SHALL SET AN AMBUSH TO... X OUR CAMPS AND TO KEEP US FROM ALL THAT IS INDECENT AND EVIL. FURTHERMORE, (MOSES) TAUGHT US, ‘THOU ART IN THE MIDST OF US, A MIGHTY GOD AND TERRIBLE, CAUSING ALL OUR ENEMIES TO FLEE BEFORE [US].’ HE TAUGHT OUR GENERATIONS IN FORMER TIMES SAYING, WHEN YOU DRAW NEAR TO BATTLE, THE PRIEST SHALL RISE AND SPEAK TO THE PEOPLE SAYING, HEAR, O ISRAEL! YOU DRAW NEAR TO BATTLE THIS DAY AGAINST YOUR ENEMIES. DO NOT FEAR! DO NOT LET YOUR HEARTS BE AFRAID! DO NOT BE [TERRIFIED], AND HAVE NO FEAR! FOR YOUR GOD GOES WITH YOU TO FIGHT FOR YOU AGAINST YOUR ENEMIES THAT HE MAY DELIVER YOU’ (DEUT. XX, 2-4). OUR OFFICERS SHALL SPEAK TO ALL THOSE PREPARED FOR BATTLE. THEY SHALL STRENGTHEN BY THE POWER OF GOD THE FREELY DEVOTED OF HEART, AND SHALL MAKE ALL THE FEARFUL OF HEART WITHDRAW; THEY SHALL FORTIFY ALL THE MIGHTY MEN OF WAR. THEY SHALL RECOUNT THAT WHICH THOU [SAIDST] THROUGH MOSES: WHEN YOU GO TO WAR IN YOUR LAND AGAINST THE OPPRESSOR WHO OPPRESSES YOU, [YOU] SHALL BLOW THE TRUMPETS, AND YOU SHALL BE REMEMBERED BEFORE YOUR GOD AND SHALL BE SAVED FROM YOUR ENEMIES (NUM. X, 9). O GOD OF ISRAEL, WHO IS LIKE THEE IN HEAVEN OR ON EARTH? WHO ACCOMPLISHES DEEDS AND MIGHTY WORKS LIKE THINE? WHO IS LIKE THY PEOPLE ISRAEL WHICH THOU HAST CHOSEN FOR THYSELF FROM ALL THE PEOPLES OF THE LANDS; THE PEOPLE OF THE SAINTS OF THE COVENANT, INSTRUCTED IN THE [SEXLESS] LAWS AND LEARNED IN WISDOM...WHO HAVE HEARD THE VOICE OF MAJESTY AND HAVE SEEN THE ANGELS OF HOLINESS, WHOSE EAR HAS BEEN UNSTOPPED, AND WHO HAVE HEARD PROFOUND THINGS? [THOU, O GOD, HAST CREATED] THE EXPANSE OF THE HEAVENS AND THE HOST OF HEAVENLY LIGHTS, THE TASKS OF THE SPIRITS AND THE DOMINION OF THE HOLY ONES, THE TREASURY OF GLORY [AND THE CANOPY OF THE] CLOUDS. (THOU ART THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF) THE EARTH AND OF THE [SEXLESS] LAWS DIVIDING IT INTO DESERT AND GRASSLAND; OF ALL THAT IT BRINGS FORTH AND OF ALL ITS FRUITS [ACCORDING TO THEIR KINDS;] OF THE CIRCLE OF THE SEAS AND OF THE GATHERING-PLACE OF THE RIVERS AND OF THE DIVISIONS OF THE DEEPS; OF THE BEASTS AND BIRDS AND OF THE SHAPE OF ADAM AND OF THE GENE[RATIONS OF] HIS [SEED]; OF THE CONFUSION OF TONGUES AND OF THE SCATTERING OF THE PEOPLES, OF THE DWELLING IN CLANS AND OF THE INHERITANCE OF LANDS...OF THE SACRED SEASONS AND OF THE CYCLES OF THE YEARS AND OF TIME EVERLASTING. XI TRULY THE BATTLE IS THINE! THEIR BODIES ARE CRUSHED BY THE MIGHT OF THY HAND AND THERE IS NO MAN TO BURY THEM. THOU DIDST DELIVER GOLIATH OF GATH, THE MIGHTY WARRIOR, INTO THE HANDS OF DAVID THY SERVANT, BECAUSE IN PLACE OF THE SWORD AND IN PLACE OF THE SPEAR HE PUT HIS TRUST IN THY GREAT NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], FOR THINE IS THE BATTLE. MANY TIMES, BY THY GREAT NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], DID HE TRIUMPH OVER THE PHILISTINES. MANY TIMES, HAST THOU ALSO DELIVERED US BY THE HAND OF OUR KINGS THROUGH THY LOVING-KINDNESS, AND NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR WORKS BY WHICH WE HAVE DONE EVIL, NOR ACCORDING TO OUR REBELLIOUS DEEDS. TRULY THE BATTLE IS THINE AND THE POWER FROM THEE! IT IS NOT OURS. OUR STRENGTH AND THE POWER OF OUR HANDS ACCOMPLISH NO MIGHTY DEEDS EXCEPT BY THY POWER AND BY THE MIGHT OF THY GREAT VALOUR. THIS THOU HAST TAUGHT US FROM ANCIENT TIMES, SAYING, A STAR SHALL COME OUT OF JACOB, AND A SCEPTRE SHALL RISE OUT OF ISRAEL. HE SHALL SMITE THE TEMPLES OF MOAB AND DESTROY ALL THE CHILDREN OF SHETH. HE SHALL RULE OUT OF JACOB AND SHALL CAUSE THE SURVIVORS OF THE CITY TO PERISH. THE ENEMY SHALL BE HIS POSSESSION AND ISRAEL SHALL ACCOMPLISH MIGHTY DEEDS (NUM. XXIV, 17-19). BY THE HAND OF THINE ANOINTED, WHO DISCERNED THY TESTIMONIES, THOU HAST REVEALED TO US THE [TIMES] OF THE BATTLES OF THY HANDS THAT THOU MAYEST GLORIFY THYSELF IN OUR ENEMIES BY LEVELLING THE HORDES OF BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA], THE SEVEN NATIONS OF VANITY, BY THE HAND OF THY POOR WHOM THOU HAST REDEEMED [BY THY MIGHT] AND BY THE FULLNESS OF THY MARVELLOUS POWER. (THOU HAST OPENED) THE DOOR OF HOPE TO THE MELTING HEART: THOU WILT DO TO THEM AS THOU DIDST TO PHARAOH, AND TO THE CAPTAINS OF HIS CHARIOTS IN THE RED SEA. THOU WILT KINDLE THE DOWNCAST OF SPIRIT AND THEY SHALL BE A FLAMING TORCH IN THE STRAW TO CONSUME UNGODLINESS AND NEVER TO CEASE TILL INIQUITY IS DESTROYED. FROM ANCIENT TIMES THOU HAST FORETOLD THE HOUR WHEN THE MIGHT OF THY HAND (WOULD BE RAISED) AGAINST THE KITTIM, SAYING, ASSYRIA SHALL FALL BY THE SWORD OF NO MAN, THE SWORD OF NO MERE MAN SHALL DEVOUR HIM (ISA. XXXI, 8). FOR THOU WILT DELIVER INTO THE HANDS OF THE POOR THE ENEMIES FROM ALL THE LANDS, TO HUMBLE THE MIGHTY OF THE PEOPLES BY THE HAND OF THOSE BENT TO THE DUST, TO BRING UPON THE [HEAD OF THINE ENEMIES] THE REWARD OF THE WICKED, AND TO JUSTIFY THY TRUE JUDGEMENT IN THE MIDST OF ALL THE SONS OF MEN, AND TO MAKE FOR THYSELF AN EVERLASTING NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AMONG THE PEOPLE [WHOM THOU HAST REDEEMED] ...OF BATTLES TO BE MAGNIFIED AND SANCTIFIED IN THE EYES OF THE REMNANT OF THE PEOPLES, THAT THEY MAY KNOW... WHEN THOU CHASTISEST GOG AND ALL HIS ASSEMBLY GATHERED ABOUT HIM...FOR THOU WILT FIGHT WITH THEM FROM HEAVEN... XII FOR THE MULTITUDE OF THE HOLY ONES [IS WITH THEE] IN HEAVEN, AND THE HOST OF THE ANGELS IS IN THY HOLY ABODE, PRAISING THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND THOU HAST ESTABLISHED IN [A COMMUNITY] FOR THYSELF THE ELECT OF THY HOLY PEOPLE. [THE LIST] OF THE NAMES OF ALL THEIR HOST IS WITH THEE IN THE ABODE OF THY HOLINESS; [THE RECKONING OF THE SAINTS] IS IN THY GLORIOUS DWELLING-PLACE. THOU HAST RECORDED FOR THEM, WITH THE GRAVING-TOOL OF LIFE, THE FAVOURS OF [THY] BLESSINGS AND THE COVENANT OF THY PEACE, THAT THOU MAYEST REIGN [OVER THEM] FOR EVER AND EVER AND THROUGHOUT ALL THE ETERNAL AGES. THOU WILT MUSTER THE [HOSTS OF] THINE ELECT, IN THEIR THOUSANDS AND MYRIADS, WITH THY HOLY ONES [AND WITH ALL] THINE ANGELS, THAT THEY MAY BE MIGHTY IN BATTLE, [AND MAY SMITE] THE REBELS OF THE EARTH BY THY GREAT JUDGEMENTS, AND THAT [THEY MAY TRIUMPH] TOGETHER WITH THE ELECT OF HEAVEN. FOR THOU ART [TERRIBLE], O GOD, IN THE GLORY OF THY KINGDOM, AND THE CONGREGATION OF THY HOLY ONES IS AMONG US FOR EVERLASTING SUCCOUR. WE WILL DESPISE KINGS, WE WILL MOCK AND SCORN THE MIGHTY; FOR OUR LORD IS HOLY, AND THE KING OF GLORY IS WITH US TOGETHER WITH THE HOLY ONES. VALIANT [WARRIORS] OF THE ANGELIC HOST ARE AMONG OUR NUMBERED MEN, AND THE HERO OF WAR IS WITH OUR CONGREGATION; THE HOST OF HIS SPIRITS IS WITH OUR FOOT-SOLDIERS AND HORSEMEN. [THEY ARE AS] CLOUDS, AS CLOUDS OF DEW (COVERING) THE EARTH, AS A SHOWER OF RAIN SHEDDING JUDGEMENT ON ALL THAT GROWS ON THE EARTH. RISE UP, O HERO! LEAD OFF THY CAPTIVES, O GLORIOUS ONE! GATHER UP THY SPOILS, O AUTHOR OF MIGHTY DEEDS! LAY THY HAND ON THE NECK OF THINE ENEMIES AND THY FEET ON THE PILE OF THE SLAIN! SMITE THE NATIONS, THINE ADVERSARIES, AND DEVOUR THE FLESH OF THE [SEXUAL] SINNER WITH THY SWORD! FILL THY LAND WITH GLORY AND THINE INHERITANCE WITH BLESSING! LET THERE BE A MULTITUDE OF CATTLE IN THY FIELDS, AND IN THY PALACES SILVER AND GOLD AND PRECIOUS STONES! O ZION, REJOICE GREATLY! O JERUSALEM, SHOW THYSELF AMIDST JUBILATION! REJOICE, ALL YOU, CITIES OF JUDAH; KEEP YOUR GATES EVER OPEN THAT THE HOSTS OF THE NATIONS MAY BE BROUGHT IN! THEIR KINGS SHALL SERVE YOU AND ALL YOUR OPPRESSORS SHALL BOW DOWN BEFORE YOU; [THEY SHALL LICK] THE DUST [OF YOUR FEET]. SHOUT FOR JOY, [O DAUGHTERS OF] MY PEOPLE! DECK YOURSELVES WITH GLORIOUS JEWELS AND RULE OVER [THE KINGDOMS OF THE NATIONS! SOVEREIGNTY SHALL BE TO THE LORD] AND EVERLASTING DOMINION TO ISRAEL. ... XIII (THE HIGH PRIEST) SHALL COME, AND HIS BRETHREN THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, AND ALL THE ELDERS OF THE ARMY SHALL BE WITH HIM; AND STANDING, THEY SHALL BLESS THE GOD OF ISRAEL AND ALL HIS WORKS OF TRUTH, AND SHALL EXECRATE BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THERE AND ALL THE SPIRITS OF HIS COMPANY. SPEAKING, THEY SHALL SAY: BLESSED BE THE GOD OF ISRAEL FOR ALL HIS HOLY PURPOSE AND FOR HIS WORKS OF TRUTH! BLESSED BE ALL THOSE WHO [SERVE] HIM IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND WHO KNOW HIM BY FAITH! CURSED BE BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA] FOR HIS [SEXUALLY] SINFUL PURPOSE AND MAY HE BE EXECRATED FOR HIS WICKED RULE! CURSED BE ALL THE SPIRITS OF HIS COMPANY FOR THEIR UNGODLY PURPOSE AND MAY THEY BE EXECRATED FOR ALL THEIR SERVICE OF UNCLEANNESS! TRULY THEY ARE THE COMPANY OF DARKNESS, BUT THE COMPANY OF GOD IS ONE OF [ETERNAL] LIGHT. [THOU ART] THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS; WE BLESS THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] FOR EVER. WE ARE THE PEOPLE OF THINE [INHERITANCE]; THOU DIDST MAKE A COVENANT WITH OUR FATHERS, AND WILT ESTABLISH IT WITH THEIR CHILDREN THROUGHOUT ETERNAL AGES. AND IN ALL THY GLORIOUS TESTIMONIES THERE HAS BEEN A REMINDER OF THY MERCIES AMONG US TO SUCCOUR THE REMNANT, THE SURVIVORS OF THY COVENANT, THAT THEY MIGHT [RECOUNT] THY WORKS OF TRUTH AND THE JUDGEMENTS OF THY MARVELLOUS MIGHTY DEEDS. THOU HAST CREATED US FOR THYSELF, [O GOD], THAT WE MAY BE AN EVERLASTING PEOPLE. THOU HAST DECREED FOR US A DESTINY OF LIGHT ACCORDING TO THY TRUTH. AND THE PRINCE OF LIGHT THOU HAST APPOINTED FROM ANCIENT TIMES TO COME TO OUR SUPPORT; [ALL THE SONS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ARE IN HIS HAND], AND ALL THE SPIRITS OF TRUTH ARE UNDER HIS DOMINION. BUT BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA], THE ANGEL OF MALEVOLENCE, THOU HAST CREATED FOR THE PIT; HIS [RULE] IS IN DARKNESS AND HIS PURPOSE IS TO BRING ABOUT WICKEDNESS AND INIQUITY. ALL THE SPIRITS OF HIS COMPANY, THE ANGELS OF DESTRUCTION, WALK ACCORDING TO THE PRECEPTS OF DARKNESS; TOWARDS THEM IS THEIR [INCLINATION]. BUT LET US, THE COMPANY OF THY TRUTH, REJOICE IN THY MIGHTY HAND AND BE GLAD FOR THY SALVATION, AND EXULT BECAUSE OF THY SUCCOUR AND PEACE. O GOD OF ISRAEL, WHO CAN COMPARE WITH THEE IN MIGHT? THY MIGHTY HAND IS WITH THE POOR. WHICH ANGEL OR PRINCE CAN COMPARE WITH THY [REDEEMING] SUCCOUR? [FOR THOU HAST APPOINTED] THE DAY OF BATTLE FROM ANCIENT TIMES... [TO COME TO THE AID] OF TRUTH AND TO DESTROY INIQUITY, TO BRING DARKNESS LOW AND TO MAGNIFY LIGHT...TO STAND FOR EVER, AND TO DESTROY ALL THE SONS OF DARKNESS... XIV LIKE THE FIRE OF HIS WRATH AGAINST THE IDOLS OF EGYPT. AND WHEN THEY HAVE RISEN FROM THE SLAIN TO RETURN TO THE CAMP, THEY SHALL ALL SING THE PSALM OF RETURN. AND IN THE MORNING, THEY SHALL WASH THEIR GARMENTS, AND SHALL CLEANSE THEMSELVES OF THE BLOOD OF THE BODIES OF THE UNGODLY. AND THEY SHALL RETURN TO THE POSITIONS IN WHICH THEY STOOD IN BATTLE FORMATION BEFORE THE FALL OF THE ENEMY SLAIN, AND THERE THEY SHALL ALL BLESS THE GOD OF ISRAEL. REJOICING TOGETHER, THEY SHALL PRAISE HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND SPEAKING THEY SHALL SAY: BLESSED BE THE GOD OF ISRAEL WHO KEEPS MERCY TOWARDS HIS COVENANT, AND THE APPOINTED TIMES OF SALVATION WITH THE PEOPLE HE HAS DELIVERED! HE HAS CALLED THEM THAT STAGGERED TO [MARVELLOUS MIGHTY DEEDS], AND HAS GATHERED IN THE ASSEMBLY OF THE NATIONS TO DESTRUCTION WITHOUT ANY REMNANT. HE HAS LIFTED UP IN JUDGEMENT THE FEARFUL OF HEART AND HAS OPENED THE MOUTH OF THE DUMB THAT THEY MIGHT PRAISE {THE MIGHTY} (4Q491) WORKS [OF GOD]. HE HAS TAUGHT WAR [TO THE HAND] OF THE FEEBLE AND STEADIED THE TREMBLING KNEE; HE HAS BRACED THE BACK OF THE SMITTEN. AMONG THE POOR IN SPIRIT [THERE IS POWER] OVER THE HARD OF HEART, AND BY THE PERFECT OF WAY ALL THE NATIONS OF WICKEDNESS HAVE COME TO AN END: NOT ONE OF THEIR MIGHTY MEN STANDS, BUT WE ARE THE REMNANT [OF THY PEOPLE.] {BLESSED BE} (4Q491) THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], O GOD OF MERCIES, WHO HAST KEPT THE COVENANT WITH OUR FATHERS. IN ALL OUR GENERATIONS THOU HAST BESTOWED THY WONDERFUL FAVOURS ON THE REMNANT [OF THY PEOPLE] UNDER THE DOMINION OF BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA]. DURING ALL THE MYSTERIES OF HIS MALEVOLENCE HE HAS NOT MADE [US] STRAY FROM THY COVENANT; THOU HAST DRIVEN HIS SPIRITS [OF DESTRUCTION] FAR FROM [US], THOU HAST PRESERVED THE SOUL OF THY REDEEMED [WHEN THE MEN] OF HIS DOMINION {ACTED WICKEDLY) (4Q491). THOU HAST RAISED THE FALLEN BY THY STRENGTH, BUT HAST CUT DOWN THE GREAT IN HEIGHT [AND HAST BROUGHT DOWN THE LOFTY]. THERE IS NO RESCUE FOR ALL THEIR MIGHTY MEN AND NO REFUGE FOR THEIR SWIFT MEN; THOU GIVEST TO THEIR HONOURED MEN A REWARD OF SHAME, ALL THEIR EMPTY EXISTENCE [HAST THOU TURNED TO NOTHING]. BUT WE, THY HOLY PEOPLE, WILL PRAISE THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BECAUSE OF THE WORKS OF THY TRUTH. WE WILL EXALT THY SPLENDOUR BECAUSE OF THY MIGHTY DEEDS [IN ALL THE] SEASONS AND APPOINTED TIMES FOR EVER, AT THE COMING OF DAY AND AT NIGHTFALL AND AT THE DEPARTURE OF EVENING AND MORNING. FOR GREAT {IS THE DESIGN OF THY GLORY} (4Q49I) AND OF THY WONDERFUL MYSTERIES ON HIGH THAT [THOU SHOULDST RAISE UP] DUST BEFORE THEE AND LAY LOW THE ‘GODS’. RISE UP, RISE UP, O GOD OF GODS, RAISE THYSELF IN MIGHT, KING OF KINGS (4.Q 491)! MAY ALL THE SONS OF DARKNESS [SCATTER BEFORE THEE]! THE LIGHT OF THY GREATNESS [SHALL SHINE FORTH] ON ‘GODS’ AND MEN. IT SHALL BE LIKE A FIRE BURNING IN THE DARK PLACES OF PERDITION; IT SHALL BURN THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS IN THE PERDITION OF HELL, IN AN ETERNAL BLAZE...IN ALL THE ETERNAL SEASONS. THEY SHALL RECITE THERE [ALL THE] WAR HYMNS. AFTERWARDS THEY SHALL RETURN TO [THEIR] CAMPS... XV FOR THIS SHALL BE A TIME OF DISTRESS FOR ISRAEL, [AND OF THE SUMMONS] TO WAR AGAINST ALL THE NATIONS. THERE SHALL BE ETERNAL DELIVERANCE FOR THE COMPANY OF GOD, BUT DESTRUCTION FOR ALL THE NATIONS OF WICKEDNESS. ALL THOSE [WHO ARE READY] FOR BATTLE SHALL MARCH OUT AND SHALL PITCH THEIR CAMP BEFORE THE KING OF THE KITTIM AND BEFORE ALL THE HOST OF BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA] GATHERED ABOUT HIM FOR THE DAY [OF REVENGE] BY THE SWORD OF GOD. THEN THE HIGH PRIEST SHALL RISE, WITH THE [PRIESTS], HIS BRETHREN, AND THE LEVITES, AND ALL THE MEN OF THE ARMY, AND HE SHALL RECITE ALOUD THE PRAYER IN TIME OF WAR [WRITTEN IN THE BOOK] OF THE RULE CONCERNING THIS TIME, AND ALSO ALL THEIR HYMNS. HE SHALL MARSHAL ALL THE FORMATIONS THERE, AS IS [WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF WAR], AND THE PRIEST APPOINTED FOR THE DAY OF REVENGE BY THE VOICE OF ALL HIS BRETHREN SHALL GO FORWARD TO STRENGTHEN THE [HEARTS OF THE FIGHTING MEN]. SPEAKING, HE SHALL SAY: BE STRONG AND VALIANT; BE WARRIORS! FEAR NOT! DO NOT BE [CONFUSED AND DO NOT LET YOUR HEARTS BE AFRAID!] DO NOT BE FEARFUL; FEAR THEM NOT! DO NOT FALL BACK...FOR THEY ARE A CONGREGATION OF WICKEDNESS AND ALL THEIR WORKS ARE IN DARKNESS; THEY TEND TOWARDS DARKNESS. [THEY MAKE FOR THEMSELVES] A REFUGE [IN FALSEHOOD] AND THEIR POWER SHALL VANISH LIKE SMOKE. ALL THE MULTITUDES OF THEIR COMMUNITY...SHALL NOT BE FOUND. DAMNED AS THEY ARE, ALL THE SUBSTANCE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS SHALL QUICKLY FADE, LIKE A FLOWER IN [THE SUMMER-TIME]. [BE BRAVE AND] STRONG FOR THE BATTLE OF GOD! FOR THIS DAY IS [THE TIME OF THE BATTLE OF] GOD AGAINST ALL THE HOST OF BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA], [AND OF THE JUDGEMENT OF] ALL FLESH. THE GOD OF ISRAEL LIFTS HIS HAND IN HIS MARVELOUS [MIGHT] AGAINST ALL THE SPIRITS OF WICKEDNESS. [THE HOSTS OF] THE WARRIOR ‘GODS’ GIRD THEMSELVES FOR BATTLE, [AND THE] FORMATIONS OF THE HOLY ONES [PREPARE THEMSELVES], FOR THE DAY [OF REVENGE] ... XVI... FOR THE GOD OF ISRAEL HAS CALLED OUT THE SWORD AGAINST ALL THE NATIONS, AND HE WILL DO MIGHTY DEEDS BY THE SAINTS OF HIS PEOPLE. AND THEY SHALL OBEY ALL THIS RULE [ON] THE [DAY] WHEN THEY STAND BEFORE THE CAMPS OF THE KITTIM THE PRIESTS SHALL AFTERWARDS SOUND FOR THEM THE TRUMPETS OF THE REMINDER, AND THE GATES OF WAR SHALL OPEN; THE FOOT-SOLDIERS SHALL ADVANCE AND THE COLUMNS SHALL STATION THEMSELVES BETWEEN THE FORMATIONS. THE PRIESTS SHALL SOUND FOR THEM THE SIGNAL, ‘BATTLE ARRAY’, AND AT THE SOUND OF THE TRUMPETS THE COLUMNS [SHALL DEPLOY] UNTIL EVERY MAN IS IN HIS PLACE. THE PRIESTS SHALL THEN SOUND A SECOND SIGNAL [FOR THEM TO ADVANCE], AND WHEN THEY ARE WITHIN THROWING DISTANCE OF THE FORMATION OF THE KITTIM, EACH MAN SHALL SEIZE HIS WEAPON OF WAR. THEN THE SIX [PRIESTS SHALL BLOW ON] THE TRUMPETS OF MASSACRE A SHRILL STACCATO BLAST TO DIRECT THE BATTLE, AND THE LEVITES AND ALL THE BLOWERS OF RAMS’ HORNS SHALL SOUND [A BATTLE ALARM], A MIGHTY CLAMOUR; AND WITH THIS CLAMOUR THEY SHALL BEGIN TO BRING DOWN THE SLAIN FROM AMONG THE KITTIM. ALL THE PEOPLE SHALL CEASE THEIR CLAMOUR, [BUT THE PRIESTS SHALL CONTINUE TO] SOUND THE TRUMPETS OF MASSACRE, AND BATTLE SHALL BE FOUGHT AGAINST THE KITTIM (VACAT). AND WHEN [BELIAL] [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA] GIRDS HIMSELF TO COME TO THE AID OF THE SONS OF DARKNESS, AND WHEN THE SLAIN AMONG THE FOOTSOLDIERS BEGIN TO FALL BY THE MYSTERIES OF GOD, AND WHEN ALL THE MEN APPOINTED FOR BATTLE ARE PUT TO ORDEAL BY THEM, THE PRIESTS SHALL SOUND THE TRUMPETS OF SUMMONS FOR ANOTHER FORMATION OF THE RESERVE TO ADVANCE INTO BATTLE; AND THEY SHALL TAKE UP THEIR STAND BETWEEN THE FORMATIONS. AND FOR THOSE ENGAGED [IN BATTLE] THEY SHALL SOUND THE ‘RETREAT’. THEN THE HIGH PRIEST SHALL DRAW NEAR, AND STANDING BEFORE THE FORMATION, HE SHALL STRENGTHEN BY THE POWER OF GOD THEIR HEARTS [AND HANDS] IN HIS BATTLE. SPEAKING HE SHALL SAY: ...THE SLAIN, FOR YOU HAVE HEARD FROM ANCIENT TIMES THROUGH THE MYSTERIES OF GOD ... XVII HE WILL PAY THEIR REWARD WITH BURNING [FIRE BY THE HAND OF] THOSE TESTED IN THE CRUCIBLE. HE WILL SHARPEN HIS WEAPONS AND WILL NOT TIRE UNTIL ALL THE WICKED NATIONS ARE DESTROYED. REMEMBER THE JUDGEMENT OF NADAB AND ABIHU, SONS OF AARON, BY WHOSE JUDGEMENT GOD SHOWED HIMSELF HOLY IN THE EYES [OF ISRAEL. BUT ELEAZAR] AND ITHAMAR HE CONFIRMED IN AN EVERLASTING [PRIESTLY] COVENANT. BE STRONG AND FEAR NOT; [FOR THEY TEND] TOWARDS CHAOS AND CONFUSION, AND THEY LEAN ON THAT WHICH IS NOT AND [SHALL NOT BE. TO THE GOD] OF ISRAEL BELONGS ALL THAT IS AND SHALL BE; [HE KNOWS] ALL THE HAPPENINGS OF ETERNITY. THIS IS THE DAY APPOINTED BY HIM FOR THE DEFEAT AND OVERTHROW OF THE PRINCE OF THE KINGDOM OF WICKEDNESS, AND HE WILL SEND ETERNAL SUCCOUR TO THE COMPANY OF HIS REDEEMED BY THE MIGHT OF THE PRINCELY ANGEL OF THE KINGDOM OF MICHAEL. WITH EVERLASTING LIGHT, HE WILL ENLIGHTEN WITH JOY [THE CHILDREN] OF ISRAEL; PEACE AND BLESSING SHALL BE WITH THE COMPANY OF GOD. HE WILL RAISE UP THE KINGDOM OF MICHAEL IN THE MIDST OF THE GODS, AND THE REALM OF ISRAEL IN THE MIDST OF ALL FLESH. RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL REJOICE ON HIGH, AND ALL THE CHILDREN OF HIS TRUTH SHALL JUBILATE IN ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE. AND YOU, THE SONS OF HIS COVENANT, BE STRONG IN THE ORDEAL OF GOD! HIS MYSTERIES SHALL UPHOLD YOU UNTIL HE MOVES HIS HAND FOR HIS TRIALS TO COME TO AN END. AFTER THESE WORDS, THE PRIESTS SHALL SOUND TO MARSHAL THEM INTO THE DIVISIONS OF THE FORMATION; AND AT THE SOUND OF THE TRUMPETS THE COLUMNS SHALL DEPLOY UNTIL [EVERY MAN IS] IN HIS PLACE. THEN THE PRIESTS SHALL SOUND A SECOND SIGNAL ON THE TRUMPETS FOR THEM TO ADVANCE, AND WHEN THE [FOOT-]SOLDIERS APPROACH THROWING DISTANCE OF THE FORMATION OF THE KITTIM, EVERY MAN SHALL SEIZE HIS WEAPON OF WAR. THE PRIESTS SHALL BLOW THE TRUMPETS OF MASSACRE, [AND THE LEVITES AND ALL] THE BLOWERS OF RAMS’ HORNS SHALL SOUND A BATTLE ALARM, AND THE FOOT-SOLDIERS SHALL STRETCH OUT THEIR HANDS AGAINST THE HOST OF THE KITTIM; [AND AT THE SOUND OF THE ALARM] THEY SHALL BEGIN TO BRING DOWN THE SLAIN. ALL THE PEOPLE SHALL CEASE THEIR CLAMOUR, BUT THE PRIESTS SHALL CONTINUE TO BLOW [THE TRUMPETS OF MASSACRE AND BATTLE SHALL BE FOUGHT AGAINST THE KITTIM.] ...AND IN THE THIRD LOT...THAT THE SLAIN MAY FALL [BY THE MYSTERIES] OF GOD ... XVIII [IN THE SEVENTH LOT] WHEN THE GREAT HAND OF GOD IS RAISED IN AN EVERLASTING BLOW AGAINST BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND ALL THE HOSTS OF HIS KINGDOM, AND WHEN ASSYRIA IS PURSUED [AMIDST THE SHOUTS OF ANGELS] AND THE CLAMOUR OF THE HOLY ONES, THE SONS OF JAPHETH SHALL FALL TO RISE NO MORE. THE KITTIM SHALL BE CRUSHED WITHOUT [REMNANT, AND NO MAN SHALL BE SAVED FROM AMONG THEM]. [AT THAT TIME, ON THE DAY] WHEN THE HAND OF THE GOD OF ISRAEL IS RAISED AGAINST ALL THE MULTITUDE OF BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA], THE PRIESTS SHALL BLOW [THE SIX TRUMPETS] OF THE REMINDER AND ALL THE BATTLE FORMATIONS SHALL RALLY TO THEM AND SHALL DIVIDE AGAINST ALL THE [CAMPS OF THE] KITTIM TO DESTROY THEM UTTERLY. [AND AS] THE SUN SPEEDS TO ITS SETTING ON THAT DAY, THE HIGH PRIEST SHALL STAND, TOGETHER [WITH THE LEVITES] WHO ARE WITH HIM AND THE [TRIBAL] CHIEFS [AND THE ELDERS] OF THE ARMY, AND THEY SHALL BLESS THE GOD OF ISRAEL THERE. SPEAKING THEY SHALL SAY: BLESSED BE THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], O GOD [OF GODS], FOR THOU HAST WORKED GREAT MARVELS [WITH THY PEOPLE]! THOU HAST KEPT THY COVENANT WITH US FROM OF OLD, AND HAST OPENED TO US THE GATES OF SALVATION MANY TIMES. FOR THE [SAKE OF THY COVENANT THOU HAST REMOVED OUR MISERY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH] THY [GOODNESS] TOWARDS US. THOU HAST ACTED FOR THE SAKE OF THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], O GOD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS... [THOU HAST WORKED A MARVELLOUS] MIRACLE [FOR US], AND FROM ANCIENT TIMES THERE NEVER WAS ANYTHING LIKE IT. FOR THOU DIDST KNOW THE TIME APPOINTED FOR US AND IT HAS APPEARED [BEFORE US] THIS DAY... [THOU HAST SHOWN] US [THY MERCIFUL HAND] IN EVERLASTING REDEMPTION BY CAUSING [THE DOMINION OF] THE ENEMY TO FALL BACK FOR EVER. (THOU HAST SHOWN US) THY MIGHTY HAND IN [A STROKE OF DESTRUCTION IN THE WAR AGAINST ALL] OUR ENEMIES. AND NOW THE DAY SPEEDS US TO THE PURSUIT OF THEIR MULTITUDE...THOU HAST DELIVERED UP THE HEARTS OF THE BRAVE SO THAT THEY STAND NO MORE. FOR THINE IS THE POWER, AND THE BATTLE IS IN THY HANDS! ... XIX FOR OUR SOVEREIGN IS HOLY AND THE KING OF GLORY IS WITH US; THE [HOST OF HIS SPIRITS IS WITH OUR FOOT-SOLDIERS AND HORSEMEN. THEY ARE AS CLOUDS, AS CLOUDS OF DEW] COVERING THE EARTH, AND AS A SHOWER OF RAIN SHEDDING RIGHTEOUSNESS ON [ALL THAT GROWS THERE]. [RISE UP, O HERO! LEAD OFF THY CAPTIVES, O GLORIOUS ONE! GATHER UP] THY SPOILS, O AUTHOR OF MIGHTY DEEDS! LAY THY HAND ON THE NECK OF THINE ENEMIES AND THY FEET [ON THE PILE OF THE SLAIN! SMITE THE NATIONS, THINE ADVERSARIES], AND DEVOUR FLESH WITH THY SWORD! FILL THY LAND WITH GLORY AND THINE INHERITANCE WITH BLESSING! [LET THERE BE A MULTITUDE OF CATTLE IN THY FIELDS, AND IN] THY PALACES [SILVER AND GOLD AND PRECIOUS STONES]! O ZION, REJOICE GREATLY! REJOICE ALL YOU, CITIES OF JUDAH! [KEEP YOUR GATES EVER OPEN THAT THE] HOSTS OF THE NATIONS [MAY BE BROUGHT IN]! THEIR KINGS SHALL SERVE YOU AND ALL YOUR OPPRESSORS SHALL BOW DOWN BEFORE YOU; [THEY SHALL LICK THE DUST OF YOUR FEET. SHOUT FOR JOY, O DAUGHTERS OF] MY PEOPLE! DECK YOURSELVES WITH GLORIOUS JEWELS [AND RULE OVER THE KINGDOM OF THE NATIONS! SOVEREIGNTY SHALL BE TO THE LORD] AND EVERLASTING DOMINION TO ISRAEL. (1QM COMBINED WITH 4QMB=4Q492) {THEN THEY SHALL GATHER IN} THE CAMP THAT NIGHT TO REST UNTIL THE MORNING. AND IN THE MORNING {THEY SHALL GO TO THE PLACE WHERE THE FORMATION STOOD BEFORE THE} WARRIORS OF THE KITTIM FELL, AS WELL AS THE MULTITUDES OF ASSYRIA, AND THE HOSTS OF ALL THE [ASSEMBLED] NATIONS {TO DISCOVER WHETHER} THE MULTITUDE OF THE STRICKEN ARE DEAD {WITH NONE TO BURY THEM}, THOSE WHO FELL THERE UNDER THE SWORD OF GOD. AND THE HIGH PRIEST SHALL DRAW NEAR, [WITH HIS VICAR, AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS] {AND THE LEVITES} WITH THE PRINCE OF THE BATTLE, AND ALL THE CHIEFS OF THE FORMATIONS AND THEIR NUMBERED MEN; [THEY SHALL RETURN TO THE POSITIONS WHICH THEY HELD BEFORE THE] SLAIN [BEGAN TO FALL] FROM AMONG THE KITTIM, AND THERE THEY SHALL PRAISE THE GOD THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]...
THE WAR SCROLL FROM CAVE 4
(4Q491, 493) OF THE TWO GROUPS OF FRAGMENTS BELONGING TO MA (4Q491), THE FIRST ECHOES SECTIONS FROM COLUMNS II, VII, XVI AND XVII OF 1QM, BUT IT ALSO CONTAINS PASSAGES WITHOUT PARALLELS THERE. THE SECOND UNIT, A POEM, ENTITLED BY THE EDITOR ‘THE SONG OF MICHAEL AND OF THE JUST’, IS ADDITIONAL TO 1QM. AS FOR THE MANUSCRIPT DESIGNATED MC (4Q493), ITS SURVIVING LINES RECALL 1QM VII, XVI, ETC., BUT DO NOT REPRESENT THE SAME RECENSION. MA = 4Q491, FRS. 1-3 ...THERE SHALL BE ONE THOUSAND CUBITS BETWEEN THE [CAMP AND THE LATRINE AND] NO NAKEDNESS [WHATEVER] SHALL BE SEEN IN THEIR SURROUNDINGS. AND WHEN THEY SET OUT TO PREPARE THE BATTLE TO CURB [THE ENEMY, THERE SHALL BE] AMONG THEM SOME EXEMPTED IN THE LOT OF EACH TRIBE ACCORDING TO THEIR NUMBERED MEN FOR [EACH] DAY’S DUTY. ON THAT DAY, SOME MEN FROM ALL THEIR TRIBES SHALL SET OUT FROM THEIR CAMPS TOWARDS THE HOUSE OF MEETING... THE [PRIEST]S, THE LEVITES, AND ALL THE CHIEFS OF THE CAMPS SHALL GO OUT TOWARDS THEM. THEY WILL PASS THERE BEFORE...ACCORDING TO THE THOUSANDS, HUNDREDS, FIFTIES AND TENS. WHOEVER SHALL NOT [BE CLEAN BECAUSE OF HIS ‘FOUNT’ ON] THAT NIGHT SHALL NOT GO WITH THEM TO THE BATTLE, FOR THE HOLY ANGELS SHALL BE WITH THEIR FORMATIONS TOGETHER...WHEN THE FORMATION CALLED UP FOR THAT DAY’S BATTLE TO PASS TO ALL...OF THE WAR, THREE FORMATIONS SHALL STAND, FORMATIONS BEHIND FORMATIONS. THEY SHALL SET A SPACE BETWEEN [ALL] THE FORMATIONS [AND THEY SHALL GO OUT] TO BATTLE IN SUCCESSION. THESE ARE THE [FOOT-SOLDIE]RS AND BESIDE THEM THE [HORSE]MEN. THEY SHALL STAND BETWEEN THE FORMATIONS. AND IF THEY SET UP AN AMBUSH FOR A FORMATION, THE THREE AMBUSHING FORMATIONS SHALL BE AT A DISTANCE AND SHALL NOT RI[SE] ... OF THE WAR AND THEY [SHALL HE]AR THE TRUMPETS OF ALARM AND THE [FOOT-]SOLDIERS WILL BEGIN TO BRING DOWN THE [SEXUALLY] GUILTY DEAD. AFTERWARDS THE AMBUSH SHALL RISE FROM ITS HIDING-PLACE ARRANGED IN FORMATIONS. THE REASSEMBLY: FROM THE RIGHT AND FROM THE LEFT, FROM BEHIND AND FROM THE FRONT, FOUR DIRECTION[S] ...IN THE BATTLES OF ANNIHILATION. AND ALL THE FORMATIONS ENGAGED IN COMBAT WITH THE ENEMY WILL BE IN ONE PLACE. THE FIRST FORMATION [WILL GO OUT TO THE BATTLE] AND THE SECOND STAND...ON THEIR POST. WITH THE COMPLETION OF THEIR TIME, THE FIRST SHALL RETURN AND RISE...THE SECOND...WHEN THE BATTLE IS JOINED. AND THE SECOND FORMATION SHALL HAVE COMPLETED ITS TIME AND THEY SHALL RETURN AND STAND ON THEIR POST. AND THE THIRD...AND THE CHIEF PRIEST AND HIS BRETHREN, [THE PRIESTS, AND] THE LEVITES AND THE MEN OF THE ORDER [SHALL STAND]. AND THE PRIESTS SHALL BLOW THE TRUMPETS CONTINUOUSLY...AND A GIRDLE OF FINE CLOTH OF FLAX EMBROIDERED WITH BLUE, PURPLE AND SCARLET THREADS, A MANY-COLOURED DESIGN PRODUCED BY A CRAFTSMAN, AND A FINE LINEN TUNIC AND FINE LINEN BREECHES AND A MITRED TURBAN [ON THEIR HEADS]. THEY SHALL NOT TAKE THEM TO THE SANCTUARY F[OR] THEY ARE BA[TTLE] RAIMENTS. ACCORDING TO ALL THIS RULE...
THE BOOK OF WAR
(4Q285, 11Q14) SEREKH HA-MILHAMAH OR RULE OF WAR, ARE AKIN TO THE WAR SCROLL, PROBABLY REPRESENTING ITS MISSING END SECTION. ALLUSIONS ARE FOUND TO LEVITES BLOWING TRUMPETS (FR. 8), TO THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL (FR. 10), TO THE PRINCE OF THE CONGREGATION, IDENTIFIED AS THE BRANCH OF DAVID (FRS. 4 AND 7), AS WELL AS TO THE KITTIM AND THEIR SLAIN (FRS. 2, 4, 7), ALL FAMILIAR FROM 1QM. THE POORLY PRESERVED BENEDICTION (FR. 8) CAN BE RECONSTRUCTED WITH THE HELP OF 11Q14 WHICH CONTAINS, HOWEVER, SOME NOTABLE VARIANTS. FRAGMENT 4 SEEMS TO IDENTIFY THE DEFEATED OPPONENT AS THE BIBLICAL GOG (EZEK. XXXIX), THE CHIEF FOE OF THE FINAL AGE, HERE NO DOUBT EQUATED WITH THE KING OF THE KITTIM. FRAGMENT 7, ERRONEOUSLY LABELLED BY SOME AS THE ‘PIERCED MESSIAH FRAGMENT’, IS BASED ON AN INTERPRETATION OF ISA. X, 34-XI, 1, AND SHOULD BE READ IN CONNECTION WITH 4Q161, FRS. 8-10, AN ISAIAH COMMENTARY FROM CAVE 4, AND THE BLESSING OF THE PRINCE OF THE CONGREGATION (1QSB, V, 20-29), BOTH REFERRING TO THE TRIUMPHANT DAVIDIC MESSIAH, EXPECTED TO PUT AN OPPONENT, NO DOUBT THE KING OF THE KITTIM, TO DEATH. ONLY FRS. 1, 4, 7 AND 8 ARE SUITABLE FOR TRANSLATION. FOR A PRELIMINARY STUDY, SEE ‘THE OXFORD FORUM FOR QUMRAN RESEARCH: SEMINAR ON THE RULE OF WAR (4Q285)’, JJS 43 (1992), 85-90. 
4Q285, FRAGMENT 1 …BECAUSE OF THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND... MICHAEL, GABRIEL, [SARIEL AND RAPHAEL] ...WITH THE ELECT OF... 4Q285, FRAGMENT 4 ...WICKEDNESS WILL BE SMITTEN...THE PRINCE OF THE CONGREGATION AND ALL ISRAEL...WHICH WAS WRITTEN [IN THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL THE PROPHET, I WILL STRIKE YOUR BOW FROM YOUR LEFT HAND AND W ILL MAKE YOUR ARROWS DROP FROM YOUR RIGHT HAND.] ON THE MOUNTAINS OF [ISRAEL YOU SHALL FALL] ... [THE KING OF] THE KITTIM...THE PRINCE OF THE CONGREGATION [WILL PURSUE THEM] AS FAR AS THE [GREAT] SEA...AND THEY SHALL FLEE FROM BEFORE ISRAEL. IN THAT TIME...HE SHALL STAND AGAINST THEM AND THEY SHALL BE STIRRED AGAINST THEM...AND THEY SHALL RETURN TO THE DRY LAND. IN THAT TIME ... AND THEY SHALL BRING HIM (THE KING OF THE KITTIM?) BEFORE THE PRINCE [OF THE CONGREGATION] 4Q285. FRAGMENT 7 THE MESSIAH, BRANCH OF DAVID [AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF] ISAIAH THE PROPHET, [THE THICKETS OF THE FOREST] WILL BE CUT DOWN WITH AN AXE AND LEBANON BY A MAJESTIC ONE WILL FALL. AND THERE SHALL COME FORTH A SHOOT FROM THE STUMP OF JESSE [...] THE BRANCH OF DAVID AND THEY WILL ENTER INTO JUDGEMENT WITH [...] AND THE PRINCE OF THE CONGREGATION, THE BRANCH OF DAVID WILL KILL HIM...BY STROKES AND BY WOUNDS. AND A PRIEST [OF RENOWN(?)] WILL COMMAND...THE SLAIN OF THE KITTIM ... 4Q285, FRAGMENT 8 [ANSWERING, HE SHALL SAY] TO THE SONS OF [I]SRAEL: MAY YOU BE BLESSED IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]...AND MAY HIS HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BE BLESSED FOR EVER AND EVER. [MAY ALL HIS HOLY ANGELS BE BLESSED. MAY] THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] BLESS YOU. [MAY HE SHINE HIS FACE TOWARDS YOU AND OPEN FOR YOU HIS] GOOD [TREASURE] WHICH IS IN HEAVEN [TO BRING DOWN ON YOUR LAND] SHOWERS OF BLESSING, DEW, RAIN, [EARLY RAIN] AND LATE RAIN IN HIS/ITS TIME, AND TO GIVE YOU THE FRUIT OF THE PRODUCE OF CORN, WINE AND OIL PLENTIFUL. AND MAY THE LAND PRODUCE FOR YOU FRUITS OF DELIGHT. AND YOU SHALL EAT AND GROW FAT. AND THERE SHALL BE NO MISCARRIAGE IN YOUR LAND AND NO [SICKNESS, BLIGHT OR MILDEW] SHALL BE SEEN IN [ITS] PRODUCE. AND THERE SHALL BE NO LOSS OF CHILDREN NOR STUMBLING IN [YOUR] CONGREGATION, AND WILD BEASTS SHALL WITHDRAW FROM YOUR LAND AND THERE SHALL BE NO PESTILENCE IN YOUR LAND. FOR GOD IS WITH YOU AND HIS HOLY ANGELS STAND IN YOUR CONGREGATION, AND HIS HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SHALL BE INVOKED UPON YOU...IN YOUR MIDST... 11Q14 AND HE SHALL BLESS THEM IN THE NAME [OF THE GOD] [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ISRAEL. ANSWERING HE SHALL SAY...TO THE SONS OF ISRAEL: MAY YOU BE BLESSED FOR EVER AND EVER AND MAY HIS...BE BLESSED...AND MAY HIS HOLY ANGELS BE BLESSED. MAY THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] BLESS YOU. MAY HE SHINE HIS FACE TOWARDS YOU AND OPEN TO YOU HIS GOOD TREASURE WHICH IS IN HEAVEN TO BRING DOWN ON YOUR LAND SHOWERS OF BLESSING, DEW, RAIN, EARLY RAIN AND LATE RAIN IN HIS/ITS TIME TO GIVE YOU THE FRUIT OF THE PRODUCE OF CORN, WINE AND OIL PLENTIFUL. MAY THE LAND PRODUCE FOR YOU FRUITS OF DELIGHT. AND YOU SHALL EAT AND GROW FAT. AND THERE SHALL BE NO MISCARRIAGE IN YOUR LAND AND NO SICKNESS, BLIGHT OR MILDEW SHALL BE SEEN IN ITS PRODUCE. THERE SHALL BE NO LOSS OF CHILDREN, NOR STUMBLING IN YOUR CONGREGATION AND THE WILD BEASTS SHALL WITHDRAW FROM [YOUR LAND.] THE SWORD SHALL NOT PASS THROUGH YOUR LAND. FOR GOD IS WITH YOU AND HIS HOLY ANGELS SHALL BE PRESENT IN YOUR CONGREGATION, AND HIS HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SHALL BE INVOKED UPON YOU.
THE COMMUNITY RULE (IQS, 4Q255-64, 4Q280, 286-7, 4Q502, 5QII, 13)
IMPORTANT FRAGMENTS OF TEN OTHER MANUSCRIPTS OF THE RULE CONTAINING A CERTAIN NUMBER OF VARIANT READINGS WERE ALSO FOUND IN CAVE 4 (4QSA-J = 4Q255-64), AND TWO SMALL FRAGMENTS IN CAVE 5(5Q11=1QS II, 4-7 AND 13 QUOTING 1QS III, 45 AND II, 19). OTHER CITATIONS OF THE COMMUNITY RULE, ESPECIALLY THE PENAL CODE FROM 1QS VII, MAY BE FOUND IN THE 4Q FRAGMENTS OF THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT (CF. 4Q266, FR. 10 AND 270, FR. 7) AND IN THE HYBRID S-D (4Q265). THE LATTER QUOTES ALSO FROM 1QS IV, VI AND VIII, FINALLY, 4Q502, FR. 16 INCLUDES A QUOTATION FROM 1QS IV, 4-6. SEE ALSO 11Q29 IN DJD, XXIII, 433-4, QUOTING 1QS VII, 23. THE 1Q MANUSCRIPT BEARS THE STAMP OF EDITORIAL MODIFICATION. FOR INSTANCE, IN COLUMN X THE ORIGINAL ‘I WILL CONCEAL KNOWLEDGE WITH DISCRETION’ IS CORRECTED TO ‘I WILL IMPART KNOWLEDGE WITH DISCRETION’. THE SECTION COVERED BY COLUMNS VIII-IX WAS PARTICULARLY SUBJECTED TO ALTERATION AS INDICATED BY CORRECTIONS AND INTERLINEAR ADDITIONS IN 1QS, BUT REMARKABLY NONE OF THESE APPEARS IN THE 4QS MANUSCRIPTS. THE SAME SECTION IS CONSIDERABLY ABRIDGED IN 4QSE=4Q259, WHERE THE TEXT JUMPS FROM 1QS VIII, 15 DIRECTLY TO IX, 12. THE COMMUNITY RULE IS PROBABLY ONE OF THE OLDEST DOCUMENTS OF THE SECT; ITS COMPOSITION MAY HAVE ORIGINATED AROUND 100 BCE, AND THE CAVE I COPY ITSELF IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN PRODUCED DURING THE QUARTER OF A CENTURY FOLLOWING THAT DATE. IT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN INTENDED FOR THE COMMUNITY’S TEACHERS, FOR ITS MASTERS OR GUARDIANS, AND CONTAINS EXTRACTS FROM LITURGICAL CEREMONIES, AN OUTLINE OF A TRACTATE ON THE SPIRITS OF TRUTH AND FALSEHOOD, STATUTES CONCERNED WITH INITIATION INTO THE SECT AND WITH ITS COMMON LIFE, ORGANIZATION AND DISCIPLINE, A PENAL CODE, AND FINALLY A POETIC DISSERTATION ON THE FUNDAMENTAL RELIGIOUS DUTIES OF THE MASTER AND HIS DISCIPLES, AND ON THE SACRED SEASONS PROPER TO THE COMMUNITY. LITERARY ANALYSIS SUGGESTS THAT THE MAIN DOCUMENT BEGINS AT 1QS V, 1. THIS IS WHERE 4QSD (=4Q258) STARTS. THE PRECEDING COLUMNS IN 1QS I-IV PREFIX TO THE RULE PROPER A LITURGICAL TEXT (1QS 1, I-III, 11) AND THE PROBABLY INDEPENDENT TRACTATE ON THE TWO SPIRITS (1QS III, 12-IV, 25). AMONG THE 4Q MANUSCRIPTS ONLY 4QSB (=4Q256) CONTAINS REMNANTS OF ALL THE SECTIONS OF 1QS. THE OTHER DOCUMENTS REPRESENT EITHER 1QS I-IV OR 1QS V-XI. 4QSE (4Q259) SUBSTITUTES, IT SEEMS, THE TEXT OF 4QOTOT (4Q319) FOR THAT OF 1QS X-XI. THERE ARE, TO MY KNOWLEDGE, NO WRITINGS IN ANCIENT JEWISH SOURCES PARALLEL TO THE COMMUNITY RULE, BUT A SIMILAR TYPE OF LITERATURE FLOURISHED AMONG CHRISTIANS BETWEEN THE SECOND AND FOURTH CENTURIES, THE SO-CALLED ‘CHURCH ORDERS’ REPRESENTED BY WORKS SUCH AS THE DIDACHE, THE DIDASCALIA, THE APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTION. THE CONTENTS OF 1QS MAY BE DIVIDED INTO THREE MAIN SECTIONS, BUT FURTHER SUBHEADINGS APPEAR IN THE TEXT ITSELF: 1. ENTRY INTO THE COVENANT, FOLLOWED BY AN INSTRUCTION ON THE TWO SPIRITS (I-IV). 2. STATUTES RELATING TO THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY (V-IX). 3. DIRECTIVES ADDRESSED TO THE MASTER, AND THE MASTER’S HYMN (IX-XI). SOME OF THE VARIANT READINGS APPEARING IN THE CAVE 4 MANUSCRIPTS HAVE BEEN ADOPTED IN THIS TRANSLATION, BUT THE SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT TEXTS OF 4QSD (4Q258) AND 4QSE (4Q259) WILL BE APPENDED TO 1QS. 
1QS
I THE MASTER SHALL TEACH THE SAINTS TO LIVE(?) {ACCORDING TO THE BOOK} (4Q255, 257) OF THE COMMUNITY RULE, THAT THEY MAY SEEK GOD WITH A WHOLE HEART AND SOUL, AND DO WHAT IS GOOD AND RIGHT BEFORE HIM AS HE COMMANDED BY THE HAND OF MOSES AND ALL HIS SERVANTS THE PROPHETS; THAT THEY MAY LOVE ALL THAT HE HAS CHOSEN AND HATE ALL THAT HE HAS REJECTED; THAT THEY MAY ABSTAIN FROM ALL EVIL AND HOLD FAST TO ALL GOOD; THAT THEY MAY PRACTISE TRUTH, RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND JUSTICE UPON EARTH AND NO LONGER STUBBORNLY FOLLOW A SINFUL HEART AND LUSTFUL EYES, COMMITTING ALL MANNER OF EVIL. HE SHALL ADMIT INTO THE COVENANT OF GRACE ALL THOSE WHO HAVE FREELY DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO THE OBSERVANCE OF GOD’S PRECEPTS, THAT THEY MAY BE JOINED TO THE COUNSEL OF GOD AND MAY LIVE PERFECTLY BEFORE HIM IN ACCORDANCE WITH ALL THAT HAS BEEN REVEALED CONCERNING THEIR APPOINTED TIMES, AND THAT THEY MAY LOVE ALL THE SONS OF LIGHT, EACH ACCORDING TO HIS LOT IN GOD’S DESIGN, AND HATE ALL THE SONS OF DARKNESS, EACH ACCORDING TO HIS GUILT IN GOD’S VENGEANCE. ALL THOSE WHO FREELY DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO HIS TRUTH SHALL BRING ALL THEIR KNOWLEDGE, POWERS AND POSSESSIONS INTO THE COMMUNITY OF GOD, THAT THEY MAY PURIFY THEIR KNOWLEDGE IN THE TRUTH OF GOD’S PRECEPTS AND ORDER THEIR POWERS ACCORDING TO HIS WAYS OF PERFECTION AND ALL THEIR POSSESSIONS ACCORDING TO HIS RIGHTEOUS COUNSEL. THEY SHALL NOT DEPART FROM ANY COMMAND OF GOD CONCERNING THEIR TIMES; THEY SHALL BE NEITHER EARLY NOR LATE FOR ANY OF THEIR APPOINTED TIMES, THEY SHALL STRAY NEITHER TO THE RIGHT NOR TO THE LEFT OF ANY OF HIS TRUE PRECEPTS. ALL THOSE WHO EMBRACE THE COMMUNITY RULE SHALL ENTER INTO THE COVENANT BEFORE GOD TO OBEY ALL HIS COMMANDMENTS SO THAT THEY MAY NOT ABANDON HIM DURING THE DOMINION OF BELIAL BECAUSE OF FEAR OR TERROR OR AFFLICTION. ON ENTERING THE COVENANT, THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES SHALL BLESS THE GOD OF SALVATION AND ALL HIS FAITHFULNESS, AND ALL THOSE ENTERING THE COVENANT SHALL SAY AFTER THEM, ‘AMEN, AMEN!’ THEN THE PRIESTS SHALL RECITE THE FAVOURS OF GOD MANIFESTED IN HIS MIGHTY DEEDS AND SHALL DECLARE ALL HIS MERCIFUL GRACE TO ISRAEL, AND THE LEVITES SHALL RECITE THE INIQUITIES OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, ALL THEIR GUILTY REBELLIONS AND SINS DURING THE DOMINION OF BELIAL. AND AFTER THEM, ALL THOSE ENTERING THE COVENANT SHALL CONFESS AND SAY: ‘WE HAVE STRAYED! WE HAVE [DISOBEYED!] WE AND OUR FATHERS BEFORE US HAVE SINNED AND ACTED WICKEDLY IN WALKING [COUNTER TO THE PRECEPTS] OF TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. [AND GOD HAS] JUDGED US AND OUR FATHERS ALSO; II BUT HE HAS BESTOWED HIS BOUNTIFUL MERCY ON US FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING.’ AND THE PRIESTS SHALL BLESS ALL THE MEN OF THE LOT OF GOD WHO WALK PERFECTLY IN ALL HIS WAYS, SAYING: ‘MAY HE BLESS YOU WITH ALL GOOD AND PRESERVE YOU FROM ALL EVIL! MAY HE LIGHTEN YOUR HEART WITH LIFEGIVING WISDOM AND GRANT YOU ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE! MAY HE RAISE HIS MERCIFUL FACE TOWARDS YOU FOR EVERLASTING BLISS!’ AND THE LEVITES SHALL CURSE ALL THE MEN OF THE LOT OF BELIAL, SAYING: ‘BE CURSED BECAUSE OF ALL YOUR GUILTY WICKEDNESS! MAY HE DELIVER YOU UP FOR TORTURE AT THE HANDS OF THE VENGEFUL AVENGERS! MAY HE VISIT YOU WITH DESTRUCTION BY THE HAND OF ALL THE WREAKERS OF REVENGE! BE CURSED WITHOUT MERCY BECAUSE OF (4Q256) THE DARKNESS OF YOUR DEEDS! BE DAMNED IN THE SHADOWY PLACE OF EVERLASTING FIRE! MAY GOD NOT HEED WHEN YOU CALL ON HIM, NOR PARDON YOU BY BLOTTING OUT YOUR SIN! MAY HE RAISE HIS ANGRY FACE TOWARDS YOU FOR VENGEANCE! MAY THERE BE NO “PEACE” FOR YOU IN THE MOUTH OF THOSE WHO HOLD FAST TO THE FATHERS!’ AND AFTER THE BLESSING AND THE CURSING, ALL THOSE ENTERING THE COVENANT SHALL SAY, ‘AMEN, AMEN!’ AND THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES SHALL CONTINUE, SAYING: ‘CURSED BE THE MAN WHO ENTERS THIS COVENANT WHILE WALKING AMONG THE IDOLS OF HIS HEART, WHO SETS UP BEFORE HIMSELF HIS STUMBLING-BLOCK OF SIN SO THAT HE MAY BACKSLIDE! HEARING THE WORDS OF THIS COVENANT, HE BLESSES HIMSELF IN HIS HEART AND SAYS, “PEACE BE WITH ME, EVEN THOUGH I WALK IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF MY HEART” (DEUT. XXIX, 18-19), WHEREAS HIS SPIRIT, PARCHED (FOR LACK OF TRUTH) AND WATERED (WITH LIES), SHALL BE DESTROYED WITHOUT PARDON. GOD’S WRATH AND HIS ZEAL FOR HIS PRECEPTS SHALL CONSUME HIM IN EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION. ALL THE CURSES OF THE COVENANT SHALL CLING TO HIM AND GOD WILL SET HIM APART FOR EVIL. HE SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM THE MIDST OF ALL THE SONS OF LIGHT, AND BECAUSE HE HAS TURNED ASIDE FROM GOD ON ACCOUNT OF HIS IDOLS AND HIS STUMBLING-BLOCK OF SIN, HIS LOT SHALL BE AMONG THOSE WHO ARE CURSED FOR EVER.’ AND AFTER THEM, ALL THOSE ENTERING THE COVENANT SHALL ANSWER AND SAY, ‘AMEN, AMEN!’ THUS, SHALL THEY DO, YEAR BY YEAR, FOR AS LONG AS THE DOMINION OF BELIAL ENDURES. THE PRIESTS SHALL ENTER FIRST, RANKED ONE AFTER ANOTHER ACCORDING TO THE PERFECTION OF THEIR SPIRIT; THEN THE LEVITES; AND THIRDLY, ALL THE PEOPLE ONE AFTER ANOTHER IN THEIR THOUSANDS, HUNDREDS, FIFTIES, AND TENS, THAT EVERY ISRAELITE MAY KNOW HIS PLACE IN THE COMMUNITY OF GOD ACCORDING TO THE EVERLASTING DESIGN. NO MAN SHALL MOVE DOWN FROM HIS PLACE NOR MOVE UP FROM HIS ALLOTTED POSITION. FOR ACCORDING TO THE HOLY DESIGN, THEY SHALL ALL OF THEM BE IN A COMMUNITY OF TRUTH AND VIRTUOUS HUMILITY, OF LOVING-KINDNESS AND GOOD INTENT ONE TOWARDS THE OTHER, AND (THEY SHALL ALL OF THEM BE) SONS OF THE EVERLASTING COMPANY. NO MAN [SHALL BE IN THE] COMMUNITY OF HIS TRUTH WHO REFUSES TO ENTER [THE COVENANT OF] GOD SO THAT HE MAY WALK IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF HIS HEART, FOR III HIS SOUL DETESTS THE WISE TEACHING OF JUST LAWS. HE SHALL NOT BE COUNTED AMONG THE UPRIGHT FOR HE HAS NOT PERSISTED IN THE CONVERSION OF HIS LIFE. HIS KNOWLEDGE, POWERS, AND POSSESSIONS SHALL NOT ENTER THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY, FOR WHOEVER PLOUGHS THE MUD OF WICKEDNESS RETURNS DEFILED (?). HE SHALL NOT BE JUSTIFIED BY THAT WHICH HIS STUBBORN HEART DECLARES LAWFUL, FOR SEEKING THE WAYS OF LIGHT HE LOOKS TOWARDS DARKNESS. HE SHALL NOT BE RECKONED AMONG THE PERFECT; HE SHALL NEITHER BE PURIFIED BY ATONEMENT, NOR CLEANSED BY PURIFYING WATERS, NOR SANCTIFIED BY SEAS AND RIVERS, NOR WASHED CLEAN WITH ANY ABLUTION. UNCLEAN, UNCLEAN SHALL HE BE. FOR AS LONG AS HE DESPISES THE PRECEPTS OF GOD, HE SHALL RECEIVE NO INSTRUCTION IN THE COMMUNITY OF HIS COUNSEL. FOR IT IS THROUGH THE SPIRIT OF TRUE COUNSEL CONCERNING THE WAYS OF MAN THAT ALL HIS SINS SHALL BE EXPIATED, THAT HE MAY CONTEMPLATE THE LIGHT OF LIFE. HE SHALL BE CLEANSED FROM ALL HIS SINS BY THE SPIRIT OF HOLINESS UNITING HIM TO HIS TRUTH, AND HIS INIQUITY SHALL BE EXPIATED BY THE SPIRIT OF UPRIGHTNESS AND HUMILITY. AND WHEN HIS FLESH IS SPRINKLED WITH PURIFYING WATER AND SANCTIFIED BY CLEANSING WATER, IT SHALL BE MADE CLEAN BY THE HUMBLE SUBMISSION OF HIS SOUL TO ALL THE PRECEPTS OF GOD. LET HIM THEN ORDER HIS STEPS {TO WALK} (4Q255) PERFECTLY IN ALL THE WAYS COMMANDED BY GOD CONCERNING THE TIMES APPOINTED FOR HIM, STRAYING NEITHER TO THE RIGHT NOR TO THE LEFT AND TRANSGRESSING NONE OF HIS WORDS, AND HE SHALL BE ACCEPTED BY VIRTUE OF A PLEASING ATONEMENT BEFORE GOD AND IT SHALL BE TO HIM A COVENANT OF THE EVERLASTING COMMUNITY. THE MASTER SHALL INSTRUCT ALL THE SONS OF LIGHT AND SHALL TEACH THEM THE NATURE OF ALL THE CHILDREN OF MEN ACCORDING TO THE KIND OF SPIRIT WHICH THEY POSSESS, THE SIGNS IDENTIFYING THEIR WORKS DURING THEIR LIFETIME, THEIR VISITATION FOR CHASTISEMENT, AND THE TIME OF THEIR REWARD. FROM THE GOD OF KNOWLEDGE COMES ALL THAT IS AND SHALL BE. BEFORE EVER THEY EXISTED, HE ESTABLISHED THEIR WHOLE DESIGN, AND WHEN, AS ORDAINED FOR THEM, THEY COME INTO BEING, IT IS IN ACCORD WITH HIS GLORIOUS DESIGN THAT THEY ACCOMPLISH THEIR TASK WITHOUT CHANGE. THE LAWS OF ALL THINGS ARE IN HIS HAND AND HE PROVIDES THEM WITH ALL THEIR NEEDS. HE HAS CREATED MAN TO GOVERN THE WORLD, AND HAS APPOINTED FOR HIM TWO SPIRITS IN WHICH TO WALK UNTIL THE TIME OF HIS VISITATION: THE SPIRITS OF TRUTH AND INJUSTICE. THOSE BORN OF TRUTH SPRING FROM A FOUNTAIN OF LIGHT, BUT THOSE BORN OF INJUSTICE SPRING FROM A SOURCE OF DARKNESS. ALL THE CHILDREN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ARE RULED BY THE PRINCE OF LIGHT AND WALK IN THE WAYS OF LIGHT, BUT ALL THE CHILDREN OF INJUSTICE ARE RULED BY THE ANGEL OF DARKNESS AND WALK IN THE WAYS OF DARKNESS. THE ANGEL OF DARKNESS LEADS ALL THE CHILDREN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ASTRAY, AND UNTIL HIS END, ALL THEIR SIN, INIQUITIES, WICKEDNESS, AND ALL THEIR UNLAWFUL DEEDS ARE CAUSED BY HIS DOMINION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MYSTERIES OF GOD. EVERY ONE OF THEIR CHASTISEMENTS, AND EVERY ONE OF THE SEASONS OF THEIR DISTRESS, SHALL BE BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE RULE OF HIS PERSECUTION; FOR ALL HIS ALLOTTED SPIRITS SEEK THE OVERTHROW OF THE SONS OF LIGHT. BUT THE GOD OF ISRAEL AND HIS ANGEL OF TRUTH WILL SUCCOUR ALL THE SONS OF LIGHT. FOR IT IS HE WHO CREATED THE SPIRITS OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS AND FOUNDED EVERY ACTION UPON THEM AND ESTABLISHED EVERY DEED [UPON] THEIR [WAYS]. AND HE LOVES THE ONE IV EVERLASTINGLY AND DELIGHTS IN ITS WORKS FOR EVER; BUT THE COUNSEL OF THE OTHER HE LOATHES AND FOR EVER HATES ITS WAYS. THESE ARE THEIR WAYS IN THE WORLD FOR THE ENLIGHTENMENT OF THE HEART OF MAN, AND SO THAT ALL THE PATHS OF TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS MAY BE MADE STRAIGHT BEFORE HIM, AND SO THAT THE FEAR OF THE LAWS OF GOD MAY BE INSTILLED IN HIS HEART: A SPIRIT OF HUMILITY, PATIENCE, ABUNDANT CHARITY, UNENDING GOODNESS, UNDERSTANDING, AND INTELLIGENCE; (A SPIRIT OF) MIGHTY WISDOM WHICH TRUSTS IN ALL THE DEEDS OF GOD AND LEANS ON HIS GREAT LOVING-KINDNESS; A SPIRIT OF DISCERNMENT IN EVERY PURPOSE, OF ZEAL FOR JUST LAWS, OF HOLY INTENT WITH STEADFASTNESS OF HEART, OF GREAT CHARITY TOWARDS ALL THE SONS OF TRUTH, OF ADMIRABLE PURITY WHICH DETESTS ALL UNCLEAN IDOLS, OF HUMBLE CONDUCT SPRUNG FROM AN UNDERSTANDING OF ALL THINGS, AND OF FAITHFUL CONCEALMENT OF THE MYSTERIES OF TRUTH. THESE ARE THE COUNSELS OF THE SPIRIT TO THE SONS OF TRUTH IN THIS WORLD. AND AS FOR THE VISITATION OF ALL WHO WALK IN THIS SPIRIT, IT SHALL BE HEALING, GREAT PEACE IN A LONG LIFE, AND FRUITFULNESS, TOGETHER WITH EVERY EVERLASTING BLESSING AND ETERNAL JOY IN LIFE WITHOUT END, A CROWN OF GLORY AND A GARMENT OF MAJESTY IN UNENDING LIGHT. BUT THE WAYS OF THE SPIRIT OF FALSEHOOD ARE THESE: GREED, AND SLACKNESS IN THE SEARCH FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, WICKEDNESS AND LIES, HAUGHTINESS AND PRIDE, FALSENESS AND DECEIT, CRUELTY AND ABUNDANT EVIL, ILL-TEMPER AND MUCH FOLLY AND BRAZEN INSOLENCE, ABOMINABLE DEEDS (COMMITTED) IN A SPIRIT OF LUST, AND WAYS OF LEWDNESS IN THE SERVICE OF UNCLEANNESS, A BLASPHEMING TONGUE, BLINDNESS OF EYE AND DULLNESS OF EAR, STIFFNESS OF NECK AND HEAVINESS OF HEART, SO THAT MAN WALKS IN ALL THE WAYS OF DARKNESS AND GUILE. AND THE VISITATION OF ALL WHO WALK IN THIS SPIRIT SHALL BE A MULTITUDE OF PLAGUES BY THE HAND OF ALL THE DESTROYING ANGELS, EVERLASTING DAMNATION BY THE AVENGING WRATH OF THE FURY OF GOD, ETERNAL TORMENT AND ENDLESS DISGRACE TOGETHER WITH SHAMEFUL EXTINCTION IN THE FIRE OF THE DARK REGIONS. THE TIMES OF ALL THEIR GENERATIONS SHALL BE SPENT IN SORROWFUL MOURNING AND IN BITTER MISERY AND IN CALAMITIES OF DARKNESS UNTIL THEY ARE DESTROYED WITHOUT REMNANT OR SURVIVOR. THE NATURE OF ALL THE CHILDREN OF MEN IS RULED BY THESE (TWO SPIRITS), AND DURING THEIR LIFE ALL THE HOSTS OF MEN HAVE A PORTION OF THEIR DIVISIONS AND WALK IN (BOTH) THEIR WAYS. AND THE WHOLE REWARD FOR THEIR DEEDS SHALL BE, FOR EVERLASTING AGES, ACCORDING TO WHETHER EACH MAN’S PORTION IN THEIR TWO DIVISIONS IS GREAT OR SMALL. FOR GOD HAS ESTABLISHED THE SPIRITS IN EQUAL MEASURE UNTIL THE FINAL AGE, AND HAS SET EVERLASTING HATRED BETWEEN THEIR DIVISIONS. TRUTH ABHORS THE WORKS OF INJUSTICE, AND INJUSTICE HATES ALL THE WAYS OF TRUTH. AND THEIR STRUGGLE IS FIERCE IN ALL THEIR ARGUMENTS FOR THEY DO NOT WALK TOGETHER. BUT IN THE MYSTERIES OF HIS UNDERSTANDING, AND IN HIS GLORIOUS WISDOM, GOD HAS ORDAINED AN END FOR INJUSTICE, AND AT THE TIME OF THE VISITATION HE WILL DESTROY IT FOR EVER. THEN TRUTH, WHICH HAS WALLOWED IN THE WAYS OF WICKEDNESS DURING THE DOMINION OF INJUSTICE UNTIL THE APPOINTED TIME OF JUDGEMENT, SHALL ARISE IN THE WORLD FOR EVER. GOD WILL THEN PURIFY EVERY DEED OF MAN WITH HIS TRUTH; HE WILL REFINE FOR HIMSELF THE HUMAN FRAME BY ROOTING OUT ALL SPIRIT OF INJUSTICE FROM THE BOUNDS OF HIS FLESH. HE WILL CLEANSE HIM OF ALL WICKED DEEDS WITH THE SPIRIT OF HOLINESS; LIKE PURIFYING WATERS HE WILL SHED UPON HIM THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH (TO CLEANSE HIM) OF ALL ABOMINATION AND INJUSTICE. AND HE SHALL BE PLUNGED INTO THE SPIRIT OF PURIFICATION, THAT HE MAY INSTRUCT THE UPRIGHT IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] AND TEACH THE WISDOM OF THE SONS OF HEAVEN TO THE PERFECT OF WAY. FOR GOD HAS CHOSEN THEM FOR AN EVERLASTING COVENANT AND ALL THE GLORY OF ADAM SHALL BE THEIRS. THERE SHALL BE NO MORE LIES AND ALL THE WORKS OF INJUSTICE SHALL BE PUT TO SHAME. UNTIL NOW THE SPIRITS OF TRUTH AND INJUSTICE STRUGGLE IN THE HEARTS OF MEN AND THEY WALK IN BOTH WISDOM AND FOLLY. ACCORDING TO HIS PORTION OF TRUTH SO DOES A MAN HATE INJUSTICE, AND ACCORDING TO HIS INHERITANCE IN THE REALM OF INJUSTICE SO IS HE WICKED AND SO HATES TRUTH. FOR GOD HAS ESTABLISHED THE TWO SPIRITS IN EQUAL MEASURE UNTIL THE DETERMINED END, AND UNTIL THE RENEWAL, AND HE KNOWS THE REWARD OF THEIR DEEDS FROM ALL ETERNITY. HE HAS ALLOTTED THEM TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN THAT THEY MAY KNOW GOOD AND EVIL, AND THAT THE DESTINY OF ALL THE LIVING MAY BE ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT WITHIN [THEM AT THE TIME] OF THE VISITATION. V AND THIS IS THE RULE FOR THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY WHO HAVE FREELY PLEDGED THEMSELVES TO BE CONVERTED FROM ALL EVIL AND TO CLING TO ALL HIS COMMANDMENTS ACCORDING TO HIS WILL THEY SHALL SEPARATE FROM THE CONGREGATION OF THE MEN OF INJUSTICE AND SHALL UNITE, WITH RESPECT TO THE LAW AND POSSESSIONS, UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE SONS OF ZADOK, THE PRIESTS WHO KEEP THE COVENANT, AND OF THE MULTITUDE OF THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY WHO HOLD FAST TO THE COVENANT. EVERY DECISION CONCERNING DOCTRINE, PROPERTY, AND JUSTICE SHALL BE DETERMINED BY THEM. THEY SHALL PRACTISE TRUTH AND HUMILITY IN COMMON, AND JUSTICE AND UPRIGHTNESS AND CHARITY AND MODESTY IN ALL THEIR WAYS. NO MAN SHALL WALK IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF HIS HEART SO THAT HE STRAYS AFTER HIS HEART AND EYES AND EVIL INCLINATION, BUT HE SHALL CIRCUMCISE IN THE COMMUNITY THE FORESKIN OF EVIL INCLINATION AND OF STIFFNESS OF NECK THAT THEY MAY LAY A FOUNDATION OF TRUTH FOR ISRAEL, FOR THE COMMUNITY OF THE EVERLASTING COVENANT. THEY SHALL ATONE FOR ALL THOSE IN AARON WHO HAVE FREELY PLEDGED THEMSELVES TO HOLINESS, AND FOR THOSE IN ISRAEL WHO HAVE FREELY PLEDGED THEMSELVES TO THE HOUSE OF TRUTH, AND FOR THOSE WHO JOIN THEM TO LIVE IN COMMUNITY AND TO TAKE PART IN THE TRIAL AND JUDGEMENT AND CONDEMNATION OF ALL THOSE WHO TRANSGRESS THE PRECEPTS. ON JOINING THE COMMUNITY, THIS SHALL BE THEIR CODE OF BEHAVIOUR WITH RESPECT TO ALL THESE PRECEPTS. WHOEVER APPROACHES THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY SHALL ENTER THE COVENANT OF GOD IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL WHO HAVE FREELY PLEDGED THEMSELVES. HE SHALL UNDERTAKE BY A BINDING OATH TO RETURN WITH ALL HIS HEART AND SOUL TO EVERY COMMANDMENT OF THE LAW OF MOSES IN ACCORDANCE WITH ALL THAT HAS BEEN REVEALED OF IT TO THE SONS OF ZADOK, THE PRIESTS, KEEPERS OF THE COVENANT AND SEEKERS OF HIS WILL, AND TO THE MULTITUDE OF THE MEN OF THEIR COVENANT WHO TOGETHER HAVE FREELY PLEDGED THEMSELVES TO HIS TRUTH AND TO WALKING IN THE WAY OF HIS DELIGHT. AND HE SHALL UNDERTAKE BY THE COVENANT TO SEPARATE FROM ALL THE MEN OF INJUSTICE WHO WALK IN THE WAY OF WICKEDNESS. FOR THEY ARE NOT RECKONED IN HIS COVENANT. THEY HAVE NEITHER INQUIRED NOR SOUGHT AFTER HIM CONCERNING HIS LAWS THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THE HIDDEN THINGS IN WHICH THEY HAVE SINFULLY ERRED; AND MATTERS REVEALED THEY HAVE TREATED WITH INSOLENCE. THEREFORE, WRATH SHALL RISE UP TO CONDEMN, AND VENGEANCE SHALL BE EXECUTED BY THE CURSES OF THE COVENANT, AND GREAT CHASTISEMENTS OF ETERNAL DESTRUCTION SHALL BE VISITED ON THEM, LEAVING NO REMNANT. THEY SHALL NOT ENTER THE WATER TO PARTAKE OF THE PURE MEAL OF THE MEN OF HOLINESS, FOR THEY SHALL NOT BE CLEANSED UNLESS THEY TURN FROM THEIR WICKEDNESS: FOR ALL WHO TRANSGRESS HIS WORD ARE UNCLEAN. LIKEWISE, NO MAN SHALL CONSORT WITH HIM IN REGARD TO HIS WORK OR PROPERTY LEST HE BE BURDENED WITH THE GUILT OF HIS SIN. HE SHALL INDEED KEEP AWAY FROM HIM IN ALL THINGS: AS IT IS WRITTEN, KEEP, AWAY FROM ALL THAT IS FALSE (EXOD. XXIII, 7). NO MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY SHALL FOLLOW THEM IN MATTERS OF DOCTRINE AND JUSTICE, OR EAT OR DRINK ANYTHING OF THEIRS, OR TAKE ANYTHING FROM THEM EXCEPT FOR A PRICE; AS IT IS WRITTEN, KEEP, AWAY FROM THE MAN IN WHOSE NOSTRILS IS BREATH, FOR WHEREIN IS HE COUNTED? (ISA. II, 22). FOR ALL THOSE NOT RECKONED IN HIS COVENANT ARE TO BE SET APART, TOGETHER WITH ALL THAT IS THEIRS. NONE OF THE MEN OF HOLINESS SHALL LEAN UPON WORKS OF VANITY: FOR THEY ARE ALL VANITY WHO KNOW NOT HIS COVENANT, AND HE WILL BLOT FROM THE WORLD ALL THEM THAT DESPISE HIS WORD. ALL THEIR DEEDS ARE DEFILEMENT BEFORE HIM, AND ALL THEIR PROPERTY UNCLEAN. BUT WHEN A MAN ENTERS THE COVENANT TO WALK ACCORDING TO ALL THESE PRECEPTS THAT HE MAY BE JOINED TO THE HOLY CONGREGATION, THEY SHALL EXAMINE HIS SPIRIT IN COMMUNITY WITH RESPECT TO HIS UNDERSTANDING AND PRACTICE OF THE LAW, UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE SONS OF AARON WHO HAVE FREELY PLEDGED THEMSELVES IN THE COMMUNITY TO RESTORE HIS COVENANT AND TO HEED ALL THE PRECEPTS COMMANDED BY HIM, AND OF THE MULTITUDE OF ISRAEL WHO HAVE FREELY PLEDGED THEMSELVES IN THE COMMUNITY TO RETURN TO HIS COVENANT. THEY SHALL INSCRIBE THEM IN ORDER, ONE AFTER ANOTHER, ACCORDING TO THEIR UNDERSTANDING AND THEIR DEEDS, THAT EVERY ONE MAY OBEY HIS COMPANION, THE MAN OF LESSER RANK OBEYING HIS SUPERIOR. AND THEY SHALL EXAMINE THEIR SPIRIT AND DEEDS YEARLY, SO THAT EACH MAN MAY BE ADVANCED IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS UNDERSTANDING AND PERFECTION OF WAY, OR MOVED DOWN IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS DISTORTIONS. THEY SHALL REBUKE ONE ANOTHER IN TRUTH, HUMILITY, AND CHARITY. LET NO MAN ADDRESS HIS COMPANION WITH ANGER, OR ILL-TEMPER, OR OBDURACY, OR WITH ENVY PROMPTED BY (4Q258) THE SPIRIT OF WICKEDNESS. LET HIM NOT HATE HIM [BECAUSE OF HIS UNCIRCUMCISED] HEART, BUT LET HIM REBUKE HIM ON THE VERY SAME DAY LEST VI HE, INCUR GUILT BECAUSE OF HIM. AND FURTHERMORE, LET NO MAN ACCUSE HIS COMPANION BEFORE THE CONGREGATION WITHOUT HAVING ADMONISHED HIM IN THE PRESENCE OF WITNESSES. THESE ARE THE WAYS IN WHICH ALL OF THEM SHALL WALK, EACH MAN WITH HIS COMPANION, WHEREVER THEY DWELL. THE MAN OF LESSER RANK SHALL OBEY THE GREATER IN MATTERS OF WORK AND MONEY. THEY SHALL EAT IN COMMON AND BLESS IN COMMON AND DELIBERATE IN COMMON. WHEREVER THERE ARE TEN MEN OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY THERE SHALL NOT LACK A PRIEST AMONG THEM. AND THEY SHALL ALL SIT BEFORE HIM ACCORDING TO THEIR RANK AND SHALL BE ASKED THEIR COUNSEL IN ALL THINGS IN THAT ORDER. AND WHEN THE TABLE HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR EATING, AND THE NEW WINE FOR DRINKING, THE PRIEST SHALL BE THE FIRST TO STRETCH OUT HIS HAND TO BLESS THE FIRSTFRUITS OF THE BREAD AND NEW WINE. AND WHERE THE TEN ARE, THERE SHALL NEVER LACK A MAN AMONG THEM WHO SHALL STUDY THE LAW CONTINUALLY, DAY AND NIGHT, CONCERNING THE RIGHT CONDUCT OF A MAN WITH HIS COMPANION. AND THE CONGREGATION SHALL WATCH IN COMMUNITY FOR A THIRD OF EVERY NIGHT OF THE YEAR, TO READ THE BOOK AND TO STUDY THE LAW AND TO BLESS TOGETHER.
THIS IS THE RULE FOR AN ASSEMBLY OF THE CONGREGATION
EACH MAN SHALL SIT IN HIS PLACE: THE PRIESTS SHALL SIT FIRST, AND THE ELDERS SECOND, AND ALL THE REST OF THE PEOPLE ACCORDING TO THEIR RANK. AND THUS, SHALL THEY BE QUESTIONED CONCERNING THE LAW, AND CONCERNING ANY COUNSEL OR MATTER COMING BEFORE THE CONGREGATION, EACH MAN BRINGING HIS KNOWLEDGE TO THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY. NO MAN SHALL INTERRUPT A COMPANION BEFORE HIS SPEECH HAS ENDED, NOR SPEAK BEFORE A MAN OF HIGHER RANK; EACH MAN SHALL SPEAK IN HIS TURN. AND IN AN ASSEMBLY OF THE CONGREGATION NO MAN SHALL SPEAK WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE CONGREGATION, NOR INDEED OF THE GUARDIAN OF THE CONGREGATION. SHOULD ANY MAN WISH TO SPEAK TO THE CONGREGATION, YET NOT BE IN A POSITION TO QUESTION THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY, LET HIM RISE TO HIS FEET AND SAY: ‘I HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY TO THE CONGREGATION.’ IF THEY COMMAND HIM TO SPEAK, HE SHALL SPEAK. EVERY MAN, BORN OF ISRAEL, WHO FREELY PLEDGES HIMSELF TO JOIN THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY SHALL BE EXAMINED BY THE GUARDIAN AT THE HEAD OF THE CONGREGATION CONCERNING HIS UNDERSTANDING AND HIS DEEDS. IF HE IS FITTED TO THE DISCIPLINE, HE SHALL ADMIT HIM INTO THE COVENANT THAT HE MAY BE CONVERTED TO THE TRUTH AND DEPART FROM ALL INJUSTICE; AND HE SHALL INSTRUCT HIM IN ALL THE RULES OF THE COMMUNITY. AND LATER, WHEN HE COMES TO STAND BEFORE THE CONGREGATION, THEY SHALL ALL DELIBERATE HIS CASE, AND ACCORDING TO THE DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CONGREGATION HE SHALL EITHER ENTER OR DEPART. AFTER HE HAS ENTERED THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY, HE SHALL NOT TOUCH THE PURE MEAL OF THE CONGREGATION UNTIL ONE {FULL} (4Q256) YEAR IS COMPLETED, AND UNTIL HE HAS BEEN EXAMINED CONCERNING HIS SPIRIT AND DEEDS; NOR SHALL HE HAVE ANY SHARE OF THE PROPERTY OF THE CONGREGATION. THEN WHEN HE HAS COMPLETED ONE YEAR WITHIN THE COMMUNITY, THE CONGREGATION SHALL DELIBERATE HIS CASE WITH REGARD TO HIS UNDERSTANDING AND OBSERVANCE OF THE LAW. AND IF IT BE HIS DESTINY, ACCORDING TO THE JUDGEMENT OF THE PRIESTS AND THE MULTITUDE OF THE MEN OF THEIR COVENANT, TO ENTER THE COMPANY OF THE COMMUNITY, HIS PROPERTY AND EARNINGS SHALL BE HANDED OVER TO THE BURSAR OF THE CONGREGATION WHO SHALL REGISTER IT TO HIS ACCOUNT AND SHALL NOT SPEND IT FOR THE CONGREGATION. HE SHALL NOT TOUCH THE DRINK OF THE CONGREGATION UNTIL HE HAS COMPLETED A SECOND YEAR AMONG THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY. BUT WHEN THE SECOND YEAR HAS PASSED, HE SHALL BE EXAMINED, AND IF IT BE HIS DESTINY, ACCORDING TO THE JUDGEMENT OF THE CONGREGATION, TO ENTER THE COMMUNITY, THEN HE SHALL BE INSCRIBED AMONG HIS BRETHREN IN THE ORDER OF HIS RANK FOR THE LAW, AND FOR JUSTICE, AND FOR THE PURE MEAL; HIS PROPERTY SHALL BE MERGED AND HE SHALL OFFER HIS COUNSEL AND JUDGEMENT TO THE COMMUNITY. 
THESE ARE THE RULES BY WHICH THEY SHALL JUDGE AT A COMMUNITY (COURT OF) INQUIRY ACCORDING TO THE CASES
IF ONE OF THEM HAS LIED DELIBERATELY IN MATTERS OF PROPERTY, HE SHALL BE EXCLUDED FROM THE PURE MEAL OF THE CONGREGATION FOR ONE YEAR AND SHALL DO PENANCE WITH RESPECT TO ONE QUARTER OF HIS FOOD. WHOEVER HAS ANSWERED HIS COMPANION WITH OBSTINACY, OR HAS ADDRESSED HIM IMPATIENTLY, GOING SO FAR AS TO TAKE NO ACCOUNT OF THE DIGNITY OF HIS FELLOW BY DISOBEYING THE ORDER OF A BROTHER INSCRIBED BEFORE HIM, HE HAS TAKEN THE LAW INTO HIS OWN HAND; THEREFORE, HE SHALL DO PENANCE FOR ONE YEAR [AND SHALL BE EXCLUDED]. IF ANY MAN HAS UTTERED THE [MOST] VENERABLE NAME VII EVEN THOUGH FRIVOLOUSLY, OR AS A RESULT OF SHOCK OR FOR ANY OTHER REASON WHATEVER, WHILE READING THE BOOK OR BLESSING, HE SHALL BE DISMISSED AND SHALL RETURN TO THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY NO MORE. IF HE HAS SPOKEN IN ANGER AGAINST ONE OF THE PRIESTS INSCRIBED IN THE BOOK, HE SHALL DO PENANCE FOR ONE YEAR AND SHALL BE EXCLUDED FOR HIS SOUL’S SAKE FROM THE PURE MEAL OF THE CONGREGATION. BUT IF HE HAS SPOKEN UNWITTINGLY, HE SHALL DO PENANCE FOR SIX MONTHS. WHOEVER HAS DELIBERATELY LIED SHALL DO PENANCE FOR SIX MONTHS. WHOEVER HAS DELIBERATELY INSULTED HIS COMPANION UNJUSTLY SHALL DO PENANCE FOR ONE YEAR AND SHALL BE EXCLUDED. WHOEVER HAS DELIBERATELY DECEIVED HIS COMPANION BY WORD OR BY DEED SHALL DO PENANCE FOR SIX MONTHS. IF HE HAS FAILED TO CARE FOR HIS COMPANION, HE SHALL DO PENANCE FOR THREE MONTHS. BUT IF HE HAS FAILED TO CARE FOR THE PROPERTY OF THE COMMUNITY, THEREBY CAUSING ITS LOSS, HE SHALL RESTORE IT IN FULL. AND IF HE BE UNABLE TO RESTORE IT, HE SHALL DO PENANCE FOR SIXTY DAYS. WHOEVER HAS BORNE MALICE AGAINST HIS COMPANION UNJUSTLY SHALL DO PENANCE FOR SIX MONTHS/ONE YEAR; AND LIKEWISE, WHOEVER HAS TAKEN REVENGE IN ANY MATTER WHATEVER. WHOEVER HAS SPOKEN FOOLISHLY: THREE MONTHS. WHOEVER HAS INTERRUPTED HIS COMPANION WHILST SPEAKING: TEN DAYS. WHOEVER HAS LAIN DOWN TO SLEEP DURING AN ASSEMBLY OF THE CONGREGATION: THIRTY DAYS. AND LIKEWISE, WHOEVER HAS LEFT, WITHOUT REASON, AN ASSEMBLY OF THE CONGREGATION AS MANY AS THREE TIMES DURING ONE ASSEMBLY, SHALL DO PENANCE FOR TEN DAYS. BUT IF HE HAS DEPARTED WHILST THEY WERE STANDING, HE SHALL DO PENANCE FOR THIRTY DAYS. WHOEVER HAS GONE NAKED BEFORE HIS COMPANION, WITHOUT HAVING BEEN OBLIGED TO DO SO, HE SHALL DO PENANCE FOR SIX MONTHS. WHOEVER HAS SPAT IN AN ASSEMBLY OF THE CONGREGATION SHALL DO PENANCE FOR THIRTY DAYS. WHOEVER HAS BEEN SO POORLY DRESSED THAT WHEN DRAWING HIS HAND FROM BENEATH HIS GARMENT HIS NAKEDNESS HAS BEEN SEEN, HE SHALL DO PENANCE FOR THIRTY DAYS. WHOEVER HAS GUFFAWED FOOLISHLY SHALL DO PENANCE FOR THIRTY DAYS. WHOEVER HAS DRAWN OUT HIS LEFT HAND TO GESTICULATE WITH IT SHALL DO PENANCE FOR TEN DAYS. WHOEVER HAS GONE ABOUT SLANDERING HIS COMPANION SHALL BE EXCLUDED FROM THE PURE MEAL OF THE CONGREGATION FOR ONE YEAR AND SHALL DO PENANCE. BUT WHOEVER HAS SLANDERED THE CONGREGATION SHALL BE EXPELLED FROM AMONG THEM AND SHALL RETURN NO MORE. WHOEVER HAS MURMURED AGAINST THE AUTHORITY OF THE COMMUNITY SHALL BE EXPELLED AND SHALL NOT RETURN. BUT IF HE HAS MURMURED AGAINST HIS COMPANION UNJUSTLY, HE SHALL DO PENANCE FOR SIX MONTHS. SHOULD A MAN RETURN WHOSE SPIRIT HAS SO TREMBLED BEFORE THE AUTHORITY OF THE COMMUNITY THAT HE HAS BETRAYED THE TRUTH AND WALKED IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF HIS HEART, HE SHALL DO PENANCE FOR TWO YEARS. DURING THE FIRST YEAR HE SHALL NOT TOUCH THE PURE MEAL OF THE CONGREGATION, AND DURING THE SECOND YEAR HE SHALL NOT TOUCH THE DRINK OF THE CONGREGATION AND SHALL SIT BELOW ALL THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY. THEN WHEN HIS TWO YEARS ARE COMPLETED, THE CONGREGATION SHALL CONSIDER HIS CASE, AND IF HE IS ADMITTED HE SHALL BE INSCRIBED IN HIS RANK AND MAY THEN QUESTION CONCERNING THE LAW. IF, AFTER BEING IN THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY FOR TEN FULL YEARS, THE SPIRIT OF ANY MAN HAS FAILED, SO THAT HE HAS BETRAYED THE COMMUNITY AND DEPARTED FROM THE CONGREGATION TO WALK IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF HIS HEART, HE SHALL RETURN NO MORE TO THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY. MOREOVER, IF ANY MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY HAS SHARED WITH HIM HIS FOOD OR PROPERTY WHICH...OF THE CONGREGATION, HIS SENTENCE SHALL BE THE SAME; HE SHALL BE EXPELLED. VIII IN, THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY THERE SHALL BE TWELVE MEN AND THREE PRIESTS, PERFECTLY VERSED IN ALL THAT IS REVEALED OF THE LAW, WHOSE WORKS SHALL BE TRUTH, RIGHTEOUSNESS, JUSTICE, LOVING-KINDNESS AND HUMILITY. THEY SHALL PRESERVE THE FAITH IN THE LAND WITH STEADFASTNESS AND MEEKNESS AND SHALL ATONE FOR SIN BY THE PRACTICE OF JUSTICE AND BY SUFFERING THE SORROWS OF AFFLICTION. THEY SHALL WALK WITH ALL MEN ACCORDING TO THE STANDARD OF TRUTH AND THE RULE OF THE TIME. WHEN THESE ARE IN ISRAEL, THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED IN TRUTH. IT SHALL BE AN EVERLASTING PLANTATION, A HOUSE OF HOLINESS FOR ISRAEL, AN ASSEMBLY OF SUPREME HOLINESS FOR AARON. THEY SHALL BE WITNESSES TO THE TRUTH AT THE JUDGEMENT, AND SHALL BE THE ELECT OF GOODWILL WHO SHALL ATONE FOR THE LAND AND PAY TO THE WICKED THEIR REWARD. IT SHALL BE THAT TRIED WALL, THAT PRECIOUS CORNER-STONE, WHOSE FOUNDATIONS SHALL NEITHER ROCK NOR SWAY IN THEIR PLACE (ISA. XXVIII, 16). IT SHALL BE A MOST HOLY DWELLING FOR AARON, WITH EVERLASTING KNOWLEDGE OF THE COVENANT OF JUSTICE, AND SHALL OFFER UP SWEET FRAGRANCE. IT SHALL BE A HOUSE OF PERFECTION AND TRUTH IN ISRAEL THAT THEY MAY ESTABLISH A COVENANT ACCORDING TO THE EVERLASTING PRECEPTS. AND THEY SHALL BE AN AGREEABLE OFFERING, ATONING FOR THE LAND AND DETERMINING THE JUDGEMENT OF WICKEDNESS, AND THERE SHALL BE NO MORE INIQUITY. WHEN THEY HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED FOR TWO YEARS IN PERFECTION OF WAY IN THE FOUNDATION OF THE COMMUNITY, THEY SHALL BE SET APART AS HOLY WITHIN THE COUNCIL OF THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY. AND THE INTERPRETER SHALL NOT CONCEAL FROM THEM, OUT OF FEAR OF THE SPIRIT OF APOSTASY, ANY OF THOSE THINGS HIDDEN FROM ISRAEL WHICH HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED BY HIM. AND WHEN THESE BECOME MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY IN ISRAEL ACCORDING TO ALL THESE RULES, THEY SHALL SEPARATE FROM THE HABITATION OF UNJUST MEN AND SHALL GO INTO THE WILDERNESS TO PREPARE THERE THE WAY OF HIM; AS IT IS WRITTEN, PREPARE, IN THE WILDERNESS THE WAY OF...MAKE STRAIGHT IN THE DESERT A PATH FOR OUR GOD (ISA. XL, 3). THIS (PATH) IS THE STUDY OF THE LAW WHICH HE COMMANDED BY THE HAND OF MOSES, THAT THEY MAY DO ACCORDING TO ALL THAT HAS BEEN REVEALED FROM AGE TO AGE, AND AS THE PROPHETS HAVE REVEALED BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT. AND NO MAN AMONG THE MEMBERS OF THE COVENANT OF THE COMMUNITY WHO DELIBERATELY, ON ANY POINT WHATEVER, TURNS ASIDE FROM ALL THAT IS COMMANDED, SHALL TOUCH THE PURE MEAL OF THE MEN OF HOLINESS OR KNOW ANYTHING OF THEIR COUNSEL UNTIL HIS DEEDS ARE PURIFIED FROM ALL INJUSTICE AND HE WALKS IN PERFECTION OF WAY. AND THEN, ACCORDING TO THE JUDGEMENT OF THE CONGREGATION, HE SHALL BE ADMITTED TO THE COUNCIL AND SHALL BE INSCRIBED IN HIS RANK. THIS RULE SHALL APPLY TO WHOEVER ENTERS THE COMMUNITY. AND THESE ARE THE RULES WHICH THE MEN OF PERFECT HOLINESS SHALL FOLLOW IN THEIR COMMERCE WITH ONE ANOTHER EVERY MAN WHO ENTERS THE COUNCIL OF HOLINESS, (THE COUNCIL OF THOSE) WHO WALK IN THE WAY OF PERFECTION AS COMMANDED BY GOD, AND WHO DELIBERATELY OR THROUGH NEGLIGENCE TRANSGRESSES ONE WORD OF THE LAW OF MOSES, ON ANY POINT WHATEVER, SHALL BE EXPELLED FROM THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY AND SHALL RETURN NO MORE; NO MAN OF HOLINESS SHALL BE ASSOCIATED IN HIS PROPERTY OR COUNSEL IN ANY MATTER AT ALL. BUT IF HE HAS ACTED INADVERTENTLY, HE SHALL BE EXCLUDED FROM THE PURE MEAL AND THE COUNCIL AND THEY SHALL INTERPRET THE RULE (AS FOLLOWS). FOR TWO YEARS HE SHALL TAKE NO PART IN JUDGEMENT OR ASK FOR COUNSEL; BUT IF, DURING THAT TIME, HIS WAY BECOMES PERFECT, {THEN HE SHALL RETURN) (4Q258) TO THE (COURT OF) INQUIRY AND THE COUNCIL, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE JUDGEMENT OF THE CONGREGATION, PROVIDED THAT HE, COMMIT NO FURTHER INADVERTENT SIN DURING TWO FULL YEARS. IX FOR ONE SIN OF INADVERTENCE (ALONE) HE SHALL DO PENANCE FOR TWO YEARS. BUT AS FOR HIM WHO HAS SINNED DELIBERATELY, HE SHALL NEVER RETURN; ONLY THE MAN WHO HAS SINNED INADVERTENTLY SHALL BE TRIED FOR TWO YEARS, THAT HIS WAY AND COUNSEL MAY BE MADE PERFECT ACCORDING TO THE JUDGEMENT OF THE CONGREGATION. AND AFTERWARDS, HE SHALL BE INSCRIBED IN HIS RANK IN THE COMMUNITY OF HOLINESS. WHEN THESE BECOME MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY IN ISRAEL ACCORDING TO ALL THESE RULES, THEY SHALL ESTABLISH THE SPIRIT OF HOLINESS ACCORDING TO EVERLASTING TRUTH. THEY SHALL ATONE FOR GUILTY REBELLION AND FOR SINS OF UNFAITHFULNESS, THAT THEY MAY OBTAIN LOVING-KINDNESS FOR THE LAND WITHOUT THE FLESH OF HOLOCAUSTS AND THE FAT OF SACRIFICE. AND PRAYER RIGHTLY OFFERED SHALL BE AS AN ACCEPTABLE FRAGRANCE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND PERFECTION OF WAY AS A DELECTABLE FREE-WILL OFFERING. AT THAT TIME, THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY SHALL SET APART A HOUSE OF HOLINESS IN ORDER THAT IT MAY BE UNITED TO THE MOST HOLY THINGS AND A HOUSE OF COMMUNITY FOR ISRAEL, FOR THOSE WHO WALK IN PERFECTION. THE SONS OF AARON ALONE SHALL COMMAND IN MATTERS OF JUSTICE AND PROPERTY, AND EVERY RULE CONCERNING THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY SHALL BE DETERMINED ACCORDING TO THEIR WORD. AS FOR THE PROPERTY OF THE MEN OF HOLINESS WHO WALK IN PERFECTION, IT SHALL NOT BE MERGED WITH THAT OF THE MEN OF INJUSTICE WHO HAVE NOT PURIFIED THEIR LIFE BY SEPARATING THEMSELVES FROM INIQUITY AND WALKING IN THE WAY OF PERFECTION. THEY SHALL DEPART FROM NONE OF THE COUNSELS OF THE LAW TO WALK IN ALL THE STUBBORNNESS OF THEIR HEARTS, BUT SHALL BE RULED BY THE PRIMITIVE PRECEPTS IN WHICH THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY WERE FIRST INSTRUCTED UNTIL THERE SHALL COME THE PROPHET AND THE MESSIAHS OF AARON AND ISRAEL. THESE ARE THE PRECEPTS IN WHICH THE MASTER SHALL WALK IN HIS COMMERCE WITH ALL THE LIVING, ACCORDING TO THE RULE PROPER TO EVERY SEASON AND ACCORDING TO THE WORTH OF EVERY MAN HE SHALL DO THE WILL OF GOD ACCORDING TO ALL THAT HAS BEEN REVEALED FROM AGE TO AGE. HE SHALL MEASURE OUT ALL KNOWLEDGE DISCOVERED THROUGHOUT THE AGES, TOGETHER WITH THE PRECEPT OF THE AGE. HE SHALL SEPARATE AND WEIGH THE SONS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ACCORDING TO THEIR SPIRIT. HE SHALL HOLD FIRMLY TO THE ELECT OF THE TIME ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, AS HE HAS COMMANDED. HE SHALL JUDGE EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS SPIRIT. HE SHALL ADMIT HIM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CLEANNESS OF HIS HANDS AND ADVANCE HIM IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS UNDERSTANDING. AND HE SHALL LOVE AND HATE LIKEWISE. HE SHALL NOT REBUKE THE MEN OF THE PIT NOR DISPUTE WITH THEM. HE SHALL CONCEAL THE TEACHING OF THE LAW FROM MEN OF INJUSTICE, BUT SHALL IMPART TRUE KNOWLEDGE AND RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENT TO THOSE WHO HAVE CHOSEN THE WAY. HE SHALL GUIDE THEM ALL IN KNOWLEDGE ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF EACH AND ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE AGE, AND SHALL THUS INSTRUCT THEM IN THE MYSTERIES OF MARVELLOUS TRUTH, SO THAT IN THE MIDST OF THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY THEY MAY WALK PERFECTLY TOGETHER IN ALL THAT HAS BEEN REVEALED TO THEM. THIS IS THE TIME FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE WAY INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND HE SHALL TEACH THEM TO DO ALL THAT IS REQUIRED AT THAT TIME AND TO SEPARATE FROM ALL THOSE WHO HAVE NOT TURNED ASIDE FROM ALL INJUSTICE. THESE ARE THE RULES OF CONDUCT FOR THE MASTER IN THOSE TIMES WITH RESPECT TO HIS LOVING AND HATING EVERLASTING HATRED IN A SPIRIT OF SECRECY FOR THE MEN OF PERDITION! HE SHALL LEAVE TO THEM WEALTH AND EARNINGS LIKE A SLAVE TO HIS LORD AND LIKE A POOR MAN TO HIS MASTER. HE SHALL BE A MAN ZEALOUS FOR THE PRECEPT WHOSE TIME IS FOR THE DAY OF REVENGE. HE SHALL PERFORM THE WILL OF GOD IN ALL HIS DEEDS, AND IN ALL HIS DOMINION AS HE HAS COMMANDED. HE SHALL FREELY DELIGHT IN ALL THAT BEFALLS HIM AND NOTHING SHALL PLEASE HIM SAVE GOD’S WILL. HE SHALL DELIGHT IN ALL THE WORDS OF HIS MOUTH AND SHALL DESIRE NOTHING EXCEPT HIS COMMAND. HE SHALL WATCH ALWAYS [FOR] THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD, AND SHALL BLESS HIS [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] [FOR ALL HIS GOODNESS] AND DECLARE [HIS MERCIES] IN ALL THAT BEFALLS. HE SHALL BLESS HIM [WITH THE OFFERING] OF THE LIPS X AT THE TIMES ORDAINED BY HIM: AT THE BEGINNING OF THE DOMINION OF LIGHT, AND AT ITS END WHEN IT RETIRES TO ITS APPOINTED PLACE; AT THE BEGINNING OF THE WATCHES OF DARKNESS WHEN HE UNLOCKS THEIR STOREHOUSE AND SPREADS THEM OUT, AND ALSO AT THEIR END WHEN THEY RETIRE BEFORE THE LIGHT; WHEN THE HEAVENLY LIGHTS SHINE OUT FROM THE DWELLING-PLACE OF HOLINESS, AND ALSO WHEN THEY RETIRE TO THE PLACE OF GLORY; AT THE ENTRY OF THE (MONTHLY) SEASONS ON THE DAYS OF THE NEW MOON, AND ALSO AT THEIR END WHEN THEY SUCCEED TO ONE ANOTHER. THEIR RENEWAL IS A GREAT DAY FOR THE HOLY OF HOLIES, AND A SIGN FOR THE UNLOCKING OF EVERLASTING MERCIES AT THE BEGINNING OF SEASONS IN ALL TIMES TO COME. AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MONTHS OF THE (YEARLY) SEASONS AND ON THE HOLY DAYS APPOINTED FOR REMEMBRANCE, IN THEIR SEASONS I WILL BLESS HIM WITH THE OFFERING OF THE LIPS ACCORDING TO THE PRECEPT ENGRAVED FOR EVER: AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEARS AND AT THE END OF THEIR SEASONS WHEN THEIR APPOINTED LAW IS FULFILLED, ON THE DAY DECREED BY HIM THAT THEY SHOULD PASS FROM ONE TO THE OTHER– THE SEASON OF EARLY HARVEST TO THE SUMMER TIME, THE SEASON OF SOWING TO THE SEASON OF GRASS, THE SEASONS OF YEARS TO THEIR WEEKS (OF YEARS)– AND AT THE BEGINNING OF THEIR WEEKS FOR THE SEASON OF JUBILEE. ALL MY LIFE THE ENGRAVED PRECEPT SHALL BE ON MY TONGUE AS THE FRUIT OF PRAISE AND THE PORTION OF MY LIPS. I WILL SING WITH KNOWLEDGE AND ALL MY MUSIC SHALL BE FOR THE GLORY OF GOD. (MY) LYRE (AND) MY HARP SHALL SOUND FOR HIS HOLY ORDER AND I WILL TUNE THE PIPE OF MY LIPS TO HIS RIGHT MEASURE. WITH THE COMING OF DAY AND NIGHT I WILL ENTER THE COVENANT OF GOD, AND WHEN EVENING AND MORNING DEPART, I WILL RECITE HIS DECREES. I WILL PLACE IN THEM MY BOUNDS WITHOUT RETURN. I WILL DECLARE HIS JUDGMENT CONCERNING MY SINS, AND MY TRANSGRESSIONS SHALL BE BEFORE MY EYES AS AN ENGRAVED PRECEPT. I WILL SAY TO GOD, ‘MY RIGHTEOUSNESS’ AND ‘AUTHOR OF MY GOODNESS’ TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], ‘FOUNTAIN OF KNOWLEDGE’ AND ‘SOURCE OF HOLINESS’, ‘SUMMIT OF GLORY’ AND ‘ALMIGHTY ETERNAL MAJESTY’. I WILL CHOOSE THAT WHICH HE TEACHES ME AND WILL DELIGHT IN HIS JUDGEMENT OF ME. BEFORE I MOVE MY HANDS AND FEET, I WILL BLESS HIS NAME. I WILL PRAISE HIM BEFORE I GO OUT OR ENTER, OR SIT OR RISE, AND WHILST I LIE ON THE COUCH OF MY BED. I WILL BLESS HIM WITH THE OFFERING OF THAT WHICH PROCEEDS FROM MY LIPS FROM THE MIDST OF THE RANKS OF MEN, AND BEFORE I LIFT MY HANDS TO EAT OF THE PLEASANT FRUITS OF THE EARTH. I WILL BLESS HIM FOR HIS EXCEEDING WONDERFUL DEEDS AT THE BEGINNING OF FEAR AND DREAD AND IN THE ABODE OF DISTRESS AND DESOLATION. I WILL MEDITATE ON HIS POWER AND WILL LEAN ON HIS MERCIES ALL DAY LONG. I KNOW THAT JUDGEMENT OF ALL THE LIVING IS IN HIS HAND, AND THAT ALL HIS DEEDS ARE TRUTH. I WILL PRAISE HIM WHEN DISTRESS IS UNLEASHED AND WILL MAGNIFY HIM ALSO BECAUSE OF HIS SALVATION. I WILL PAY TO NO MAN THE REWARD OF EVIL; I WILL PURSUE HIM WITH GOODNESS. FOR JUDGEMENT OF ALL THE LIVING IS WITH GOD AND IT IS HE WHO WILL RENDER TO MAN HIS REWARD. I WILL NOT ENVY IN A SPIRIT OF WICKEDNESS MY SOUL SHALL NOT DESIRE THE RICHES OF VIOLENCE. I WILL NOT GRAPPLE WITH THE MEN OF PERDITION UNTIL THE DAY OF REVENGE, BUT MY WRATH SHALL NOT TURN FROM THE MEN OF FALSEHOOD AND I WILL NOT REJOICE UNTIL JUDGEMENT IS MADE. I WILL BEAR NO RANCOUR AGAINST THEM THAT TURN FROM TRANSGRESSION, BUT WILL HAVE NO PITY ON ALL WHO DEPART FROM THE WAY. I WILL OFFER NO COMFORT TO THE SMITTEN UNTIL THEIR WAY BECOMES PERFECT. I WILL NOT KEEP BELIAL WITHIN MY HEART, AND IN MY MOUTH SHALL BE HEARD NO FOLLY OR SINFUL DECEIT, NO CUNNING OR LIES SHALL BE FOUND ON MY LIPS. THE FRUIT OF HOLINESS SHALL BE ON MY TONGUE AND NO ABOMINATIONS SHALL BE FOUND UPON IT. I WILL OPEN MY MOUTH IN SONGS OF THANKSGIVING, AND MY TONGUE SHALL ALWAYS PROCLAIM THE GOODNESS OF GOD AND THE SIN OF MEN UNTIL THEIR TRANSGRESSION ENDS. I WILL CAUSE VANITIES TO CEASE FROM MY LIPS, UNCLEANNESS AND CROOKEDNESS FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF MY HEART. I WILL IMPART/CONCEAL KNOWLEDGE WITH DISCRETION AND WILL PRUDENTLY HEDGE IT WITHIN A FIRM BOUND TO PRESERVE FAITH AND STRONG JUDGEMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE JUSTICE OF GOD. I WILL DISTRIBUTE THE PRECEPT BY THE MEASURING-CORD OF THE TIMES, AND... RIGHTEOUSNESS AND LOVING-KINDNESS TOWARDS THE OPPRESSED, ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE TROUBLED HEART XI AND DISCERNMENT TO THE ERRING SPIRIT, TEACHING UNDERSTANDING TO THEM THAT MURMUR THAT THEY MAY ANSWER MEEKLY BEFORE THE HAUGHTY OF SPIRIT AND HUMBLY BEFORE MEN OF INJUSTICE WHO POINT THE FINGER AND SPEAK OF INIQUITY AND WHO ARE ZEALOUS FOR WEALTH. AS FOR ME, MY JUSTIFICATION IS WITH GOD. IN HIS HAND ARE THE PERFECTION OF MY WAY AND THE UPRIGHTNESS OF MY HEART. HE WILL WIPE OUT MY TRANSGRESSION THROUGH HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR MY LIGHT HAS SPRUNG FROM THE SOURCE OF HIS KNOWLEDGE; MY EYES HAVE BEHELD HIS MARVELLOUS DEEDS, AND THE LIGHT OF MY HEART, THE MYSTERY TO COME. HE THAT IS EVERLASTING IS THE SUPPORT OF MY RIGHT HAND; THE WAY OF MY STEPS IS OVER STOUT ROCK WHICH NOTHING SHALL SHAKE; FOR THE ROCK OF MY STEPS IS THE TRUTH OF GOD AND HIS MIGHT IS THE SUPPORT OF MY RIGHT HAND. FROM THE SOURCE OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS IS MY JUSTIFICATION, AND FROM HIS MARVELLOUS MYSTERIES IS THE LIGHT IN MY HEART. MY EYES HAVE GAZED ON THAT WHICH IS ETERNAL, ON WISDOM CONCEALED FROM MEN, ON KNOWLEDGE AND WISE DESIGN (HIDDEN) FROM THE SONS OF MEN; ON A FOUNTAIN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND ON A STOREHOUSE OF POWER, ON A SPRING OF GLORY (HIDDEN) FROM THE ASSEMBLY OF FLESH. GOD HAS GIVEN THEM TO HIS CHOSEN ONES AS AN EVERLASTING POSSESSION, AND HAS CAUSED THEM TO INHERIT THE LOT OF THE HOLY ONES. HE HAS JOINED THEIR ASSEMBLY TO THE SONS OF HEAVEN TO BE A COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY, A FOUNDATION OF THE BUILDING OF HOLINESS, AND ETERNAL PLANTATION THROUGHOUT ALL AGES TO COME. AS FOR ME, I BELONG TO WICKED MANKIND, TO THE COMPANY OF UNJUST FLESH. MY INIQUITIES, REBELLIONS, AND SINS, TOGETHER WITH THE PERVERSITY OF MY HEART, BELONG TO THE COMPANY OF WORMS AND TO THOSE WHO WALK IN DARKNESS. FOR MANKIND HAS NO WAY, AND MAN IS UNABLE TO ESTABLISH HIS STEPS SINCE JUSTIFICATION IS WITH GOD AND PERFECTION OF WAY IS OUT OF HIS HAND. ALL THINGS COME TO PASS BY HIS KNOWLEDGE; HE ESTABLISHES ALL THINGS BY HIS DESIGN AND WITHOUT HIM NOTHING IS DONE. AS FOR ME, IF I STUMBLE, THE MERCIES OF GOD SHALL BE MY ETERNAL SALVATION. IF I STAGGER BECAUSE OF THE SIN OF FLESH, MY JUSTIFICATION SHALL BE BY THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD WHICH ENDURES FOR EVER. WHEN MY DISTRESS IS UNLEASHED, HE WILL DELIVER MY SOUL FROM THE PIT AND WILL DIRECT MY STEPS TO THE WAY. HE WILL DRAW ME NEAR BY HIS GRACE, AND BY HIS MERCY WILL HE BRING MY JUSTIFICATION. HE WILL JUDGE ME IN THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF HIS TRUTH AND IN THE GREATNESS OF HIS GOODNESS HE WILL PARDON ALL MY SINS. THROUGH HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS HE WILL CLEANSE ME OF THE UNCLEANNESS OF MAN AND OF THE SINS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN, THAT I MAY CONFESS TO GOD HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND HIS MAJESTY TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. BLESSED ART THOU, MY GOD, WHO OPENEST THE HEART OF THY SERVANT TO KNOWLEDGE! ESTABLISH ALL HIS DEEDS IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND AS IT PLEASES THEE TO DO FOR THE ELECT OF MANKIND, GRANT THAT THE SON OF THY HANDMAID MAY STAND BEFORE THEE FOR EVER. FOR WITHOUT THEE NO WAY IS PERFECT, AND WITHOUT THY WILL NOTHING IS DONE. IT IS THOU WHO HAST TAUGHT ALL KNOWLEDGE AND ALL THINGS COME TO PASS BY THY WILL. THERE IS NONE BESIDE THEE TO DISPUTE THY COUNSEL OR TO UNDERSTAND ALL THY HOLY DESIGN, OR TO CONTEMPLATE THE DEPTH OF THY MYSTERIES AND THE POWER OF THY MIGHT. WHO CAN ENDURE THY GLORY, AND WHAT IS THE SON OF MAN IN THE MIDST OF THY WONDERFUL DEEDS? WHAT SHALL ONE BORN OF WOMAN BE ACCOUNTED BEFORE THEE? KNEADED FROM THE DUST, HIS ABODE IS THE NOURISHMENT OF WORMS. HE IS BUT A SHAPE, BUT MOULDED CLAY, AND INCLINES TOWARDS DUST. WHAT SHALL HAND-MOULDED CLAY REPLY? WHAT COUNSEL SHALL IT UNDERSTAND?
COMMUNITY RULE MANUSCRIPTS FROM CAVE 4 4QSD=4Q258
THIS IS THE BEST PRESERVED OF THE TEN 4QS MANUSCRIPTS. SEVEN COLUMNS OF THE TEXT HAVE SURVIVED, FIVE OF THEM CONTAINING FULL-LENGTH LINES. COLUMN 1, WITH A WIDE MARGIN ON THE RIGHT, IS ALMOST CERTAINLY THE BEGINNING OF THE SCROLL. IT CORRESPONDS TO 1QS V, 1. THE LAST IDENTIFIABLE PASSAGE REPRESENTS 1QS XI, 7. THE WORD ‘GOD’ (‘EL) IS WRITTEN TWICE WITH PALAEO-HEBREW LETTERS (AT 1QS IX, 25 AND X, 9). COLUMNS I AND II OF SD (1QS V, I-VI, 7) PROVIDE A SHORTER AND SMOOTHER VERSION OF THE RULE THAN 1QS. THE MORE FRAGMENTARY 4QSB (=4Q256) SUPPORTS THE PRESENT VERSION ON THE ESSENTIAL POINTS. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT PECULIARITIES OF 4QSD (=4Q258) ARE THE ALMOST COMPLETE ABSENCE OF THE ‘FULL’ SPELLING CHARACTERISTIC OF THE QUMRAN SECTARIAN MANUSCRIPTS, THE DIFFERENT OPENING LINE AND A REPEATED FAILURE TO MENTION ‘THE PRIESTS, THE SONS OF ZADOK’. FOR BOTH ITS OCCURRENCES IN 1QS, 4QSD (AND 4QSB) READ ‘THE CONGREGATION’ (HA-RABBIM), AN ALTERNATIVE READING LIKELY TO POSSESS IMPORTANT HISTORICAL IMPLICATIONS. 
I (=1QS V, I-20) TEACHING FOR THE MASTER CONCERNING THE MEN OF THE LAW (OR: THE MASTER WHO IS THE SUPERIOR OF THE MEN OF THE LAW) WHO HAVE FREELY PLEDGED THEMSELVES TO CONVERT FROM ALL EVIL AND HOLD FAST TO ALL THAT HE HAS COMMANDED. AND THEY SHALL SEPARATE FROM THE CONGREGATION OF THE MEN OF INJUSTICE AND SHALL UNITE WITH RESPECT TO DOCTRINE AND PROPERTY, AND THEY SHALL BE UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE CONGREGATION CONCERNING ALL MATTERS OF DOCTRINE AND PROPERTY. THEY SHALL PRACTISE HUMILITY AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AND JUSTICE AND LOVINGKINDNESS AND MODESTY IN ALL THEIR WAYS. AND NO MAN SHALL WALK IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF HIS HEART SO AS TO STRAY. HE IS RATHER TO LAY [A FOUNDATION] OF TRUTH FOR ISRAEL FOR THE COMMUNITY, FOR ALL THOSE WHO HAVE FREELY PLEDGED THEMSELVES TO HOLINESS IN AARON AND TO A HOUSE OF TRUTH IN ISRAEL AND FOR THOSE WHO JOIN THEM FOR A COMMUNITY. WHOEVER ENTERS THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY SHALL UNDERTAKE BY BINDING (OATH) TO RETURN TO THE LAW OF MOSES WITH ALL (HIS) HEART AND SOUL, TO ALL THAT HAS BEEN REVEALED FROM THE LAW. [AND WHOEVER ENTERS] THE COUNCIL OF THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY SHALL SEPARATE FROM ALL THE MEN OF INJUSTICE...HE SHALL NOT TOUCH THE PURITY OF THE MEN OF HOLINESS AND SHALL NOT EAT WITH (THEM) [IN COMMUNITY. AND NO] ONE OF THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY [SHALL FOLLOW] THEIR DECISION IN ANY [DOCTRINE] AND JUDGEMENT. AND... OF WORK. NO ONE FROM THE MEN OF HOLINESS SHALL EAT... [AND] THEY SHALL NOT LEAN UPON WORKS OF VANITY, FOR THEY ARE ALL VANITY WHO DO NOT KNOW HIS COVENANT AND ALL WHO DESPISE HIS WORD HE WILL BLOT THEM OUT FROM THE WORLD. ALL THEIR DEEDS ARE DEFILEMENT BEFORE HIM AND ALL [THEIR PROPERTY UNCLEAN.] ...GENTILES(?) AND THEY PRONOUNCE OATHS AND EXECRATIONS AND VOWS. BUT WHEN A MAN ENTERS THE COVENANT ACCORDING TO ALL THESE PRECEPTS, THAT HE MAY BE JOINED TO THE HOLY [CONGREGATION,] THEY [SHALL EXAMINE THEIR SPIRIT IN COMMUNITY,] AMONG THEMSELVES CONCERNING THEIR UNDERSTANDING II (1QS V, 21-VI, 7) AND THEIR PRACTICE OF THE LAW UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE SONS OF AARON WHO HAVE FREELY PLEDGED THEMSELVES TO RESTORE HIS COVENANT AND HEED TO ALL THE PRECEPTS COMMANDED BY HIM TO BE PRACTISED BY THE MULTITUDE OF ISRAEL WHO HAVE FREELY PLEDGED THEMSELVES TO RETURN IN COMMON. THEY SHALL BE INSCRIBED IN THE ORDER, ONE AFTER ANOTHER, EACH ACCORDING TO HIS UNDERSTANDING AND HIS DEEDS IN THE LAW, THAT ALL MAY OBEY ONE ANOTHER, THE MAN OF LESSER RANK THE GREATER. AND THEY SHALL EXAMINE THEIR SPIRIT AND THEIR DEEDS IN THE LAW YEARLY SO THAT EACH MAN MAY BE ADVANCED IN ACCORDANCE WITH [HIS] UN[DERSTANDING] OR MOVED DOWN IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS ABERRATIONS. THEY SHALL REBUKE ONE ANOTHER (IN) LOVING-KINDNESS. LET NO MAN ADDRESS HIS COMPANION WITH ANGER OR ILL-TEMPER OR WICKED ENVY. ALSO LET NO MAN ACCUSE HIS COMPANION BEFORE THE CONGREGATION WITHOUT HAVING REBUKED HIM BEFORE WITNESSES. THESE ARE THE WAYS IN WHICH ALL OF THEM SHALL WALK, EACH MAN WITH HIS COMPANION, WHEREVER THEY DWELL. [THE MAN OF LESSER RANK] SHALL OBEY THE GREATER IN MATTERS OF WORK AND PROPERTY. AND THEY SHALL EAT [IN COMMON] AND BLESS IN COMMON AND DELIBERATE IN COMMON. [AND WHEREVER THERE ARE TEN] III (1QS VI, 7-10) MEN OF [THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY, THERE SHALL NOT LACK] A PRIEST FROM AMONG THEM. [AND] THEY SHALL SIT, EACH MAN ACCORDING TO HIS RANK, [BEFORE HIM AND SHALL BE ASKED THEIR COUNSEL IN ALL THINGS IN THAT ORDER.] AND WHEN THE TABLE HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR EATING OR THE NEW WINE [FOR DRINKING, THE] PRIEST SHALL [BE FIRST TO STRETCH OUT HIS HAND TO BLESS THE FIRSTFRUIT OF THE BREAD] AND OF THE WINE. AND WHERE THE TEN ARE, THERE SHALL NEVER LACK A MAN AMONG THEM WHO SHALL STUDY THE LAW, DAY AND NIGHT. AND THE CONGREGATION SHALL WATCH [FOR ONE THIRD OF EVERY NIGHT OF THE YEAR, TO READ THE BOOK] IV IS MISSING ... V (IS VII, 13) ... [AND WHOEVER DRAWS] HIS HAND FROM BENEATH HIS GARMENT... VI (1QS VIII, 6-21) ... [AND] TO PAY TO THE WICKED [THEIR REWARD. IT SHALL BE A TRIED WALL, THAT PRECIOUS CORNER-STONE WHOSE FOUNDATIONS SHALL NOT ROCK NOR SWAY FROM] THEIR PLACE; (IT SHALL BE) A MOST HOLY DWELLING-PLACE [FOR AARON, WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEM ALL OF A COVENANT OF JUSTICE AND OF THE OFFERING OF FRAGRANCE; (IT SHALL BE) A HOUSE OF PERFECTION AND TRUTH FOR ISRAEL TO ESTABLISH A COVENANT ACCORDING TO THE EVERLASTING PRECEPTS. THEY SHALL BE AN ACCEPTANCE TO ATONE FOR THE LAND AND TO DETERMINE THE JUDGEMENT OF WICKEDNESS WITH NO INJUSTICE (ANY MORE). WHEN THESE HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED IN THE FOUNDATION OF THE COMMUNITY FOR TWO YEARS, [IN PERFECTION OF WAY, THEY SHALL BE SEPARATED AS HOLY WITHIN THE COUNCIL OF THE MEN] OF THE COMMUNITY. AND ANYTHING HIDDEN FROM ISRAEL BUT DISCOVERED BY THE MAN [WHO INTERPRETS, HE SHALL NOT CONCEAL IT FROM THEM FOR FEAR OF THE SPIRIT OF APOSTASY.] AND WHEN THESE BECOME (PART OF) THE COMMUNITY/IN ISRAEL, THEY SHALL SEPARATE FROM THE MIDST OF THE HABITATION OF THE MEN OF INJUSTICE TO GO INTO THE WILDERNESS TO PREPARE THERE THE WAY OF HIM (OR: {THE TRUTH} (4Q259). THIS IS THE STUDY OF THE LAW WHICH HE HAS COMMANDED BY THE HAND OF MOSES, TO PRACTISE ALL THAT HAS BEEN REVEALED FROM AGE TO AGE, AND AS THE PROPHETS HAVE REVEALED BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT. AND NO MAN FROM THE MEN OF THE COVENANT OF THE [COMMUNITY WHO TURNS ASIDE FROM ANY COMMANDMENT DELIBERATELY SHALL TOUCH THE PURITY OF THE MEN OF HOLINESS, NOR SHALL HE KNOW ANY OF THEIR COUNSEL UNTIL HIS DEEDS ARE PURIFIED FROM ALL INJUSTICE SO THAT HE WALKS IN PERFECTION OF WAY. AND THEY SHALL ADMIT HIM TO THE COUNCIL BY THE DECISION OF THE CONGREGATION AND AFTERWARDS HE SHALL BE INSCRIBED IN HIS RANK. AND THIS RULE (SHALL APPLY) TO EVERYONE WHO ATTACHES HIMSELF] TO THE COMMUNITY. [AND THESE ARE THE RULES WHICH THE MEN OF HOLINESS SHALL FOLLOW, ONE REGARDING ANOTHER.] EVERYONE WHO [ENTERS THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY... VII (1QS VII, 24-IX, 10, 15) ... THEY SHALL EXCLUDE HIM FROM PURITY AND FROM COUNCIL AND FROM JUDGEMENT FOR TWO YEARS AND HE SHALL RETURN TO STUDY AND TO COUNCIL IF HE HAS NOT COMMITTED AGAIN A SIN BY INADVERTENCE FOR TWO FULL YEARS. FOR ONE SIN OF INADVERTENCE HE SHALL DO PENANCE FOR TWO YEARS, AND FOR A DELIBERATELY COMMITTED SIN HE SHALL RETURN NO MORE. BUT HE SHALL BE TRIED FOR TWO YEARS CONCERNING THE PERFECTION OF HIS WAY AND FOR HIS COUNSEL ACCORDING TO THE DECISION OF THE CONGREGATION AND HE SHALL BE INSCRIBED IN HIS RANK IN THE COMMUNITY OF HOLINESS. [WHEN] THESE [BECOME PART] OF THE COMMUNITY IN ISRAEL ACCORDING TO THESE RULES, THEY SHALL ESTABLISH THE SPIRIT OF HOLINESS AS ETERNAL TRUTH. THEY SHALL ATONE FOR GUILTY REBELLION AND THE SIN OF UNFAITHFULNESS AND SHALL GAIN (DIVINE) ACCEPTANCE FOR THE LAND WITHOUT THE FLESH OF HOLOCAUSTS AND THE FAT OF SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS. AND THE CORRECT FREE-WILL GIFT OF THE LIPS SHALL BE LIKE A FRAGRANCE [OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THE PERFECTION] OF THE WAY LIKE THE FREE-WILL OFFERING OF AGREEABLE [TRIBUTE]. AND AT THAT TIME, THEY SHALL SEPARATE A HOUSE OF AARON FOR HOLINESS FOR ALL […] OF GOD AND A HOUSE OF COMMUNITY FOR ISRAEL WHO WALK IN PERFECTION. ONLY THE SONS OF AARON SHALL COMMAND IN MATTERS OF JUSTICE AND PROPERTY. AND THE PROPERTY OF THE MEN OF HOLINESS WHO WALK IN PERFECTION, LET [THEIR PROPERTY] NOT BE MERGED WITH THE PROPERTY [OF THE MEN OF FALSEHOOD] WHO HAVE NOT CONFIRMED THEIR WAY TO SEPARATE FROM ALL EVIL THINGS SO AS TO WALK IN [THE WAY OF PERFECTION. LET THEM NOT DEPART FROM ANY COUNSEL OF THE LAW] AND THEY SHALL BE JUDGED BY THE [PRIMITIVE PRECEPTS IN WHICH THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY BEGAN TO BE INSTRUCTED. HE SHALL PERFORM THE JUDGEMENT OF EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS SPIRIT AND HE SHALL ADMIT HIM ACCORDING TO THE CLEANNESS OF HIS HANDS] VIII (1QS IX, 15-X, 3) AND SHALL ADVANCE HIM ACCORDING TO HIS UNDERSTANDING, AND SO SHALL BE HIS LOVE AND HIS HATRED. FURTHERMORE, HE SHALL NOT REBUKE A MAN AND SHALL NOT DISPUTE WITH THE MEN OF THE PIT. HE SHALL CONCEAL HIS COUNSEL AMONG THE MEN OF INJUSTICE, BUT HE SHALL IMPART TRUE KNOWLEDGE AND RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENT TO THOSE WHO HAVE CHOSEN THE WAY, TO EACH ACCORDING TO HIS SPIRIT AND ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE AGE, GUIDING THEM WITH KNOWLEDGE. AND THUS, SHALL HE INSTRUCT THEM IN THE MYSTERIES OF MARVEL AND TRUTH AMONG THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY THAT THEY MAY WALK IN PERFECTION EACH MAN WITH [HIS FELLOW IN ALL THAT HAS BEEN] REVEALED TO THEM. THIS IS THE TIME FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE WAY INTO THE WILDERNESS. HE SHALL INSTRUCT THEM IN ALL THAT IS TO BE DONE IN THAT TIME. [AND HE SHALL SEPARATE] FROM EVERY MAN WHO HAS NOT TURNED AWAY FROM ALL INJUSTICE. AND THESE ARE THE RULES OF CONDUCT FOR THE MASTER IN [THOSE] TIMES [WITH RESPECT TO HIS LOVING AND] HATING. EVERLASTING HATRED FOR THE MEN OF THE PIT IN A SPIRIT OF SECRECY. HE SHALL LEAVE TO THEM PROPERTY AND GAIN [AND THE EARNINGS OF TOIL LIKE A SLAVE TO] HIS LORD AND THE POOR MAN TO HIS MASTER. EACH SHALL BE ZEALOUS FOR THE PRECEPT AND HIS TIME SHALL BECOME A DAY [OF REVENGE.] HE SHALL PERFORM THE WILL (OF GOD) IN ALL HIS ACTIONS AND IN ALL HIS DOMINION AS HE HAS COMMANDED. AND ALL THAT BEFALLS HIM, HE SHALL ENJOY AS A FREE GIFT AND WITHOUT THE WILL [OF GOD] [HE SHALL NOT ENJOY (ANYTHING). HE SHALL DELIGHT IN ALL THE WORDS OF HIS MOUTH AND SHALL DESIRE NOTHING THAT HE HAS] NOT COMMANDED. AND HE SHALL WATCH ALWAYS FOR THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD […] AND HE SHALL BLESS HIS [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND IN ALL THAT BEFALLS HE SHALL DECLARE […] AND WITH THE OFFERING OF THE LIPS HE SHALL BLESS HIM AT THE TIMES WHICH HE HAS DECREED. AT THE BEGINNING OF THE DOMINION OF LIGHT AND THE COMPLETION OF ITS CIRCUIT WHEN IT RETIRES TO [ITS] APPOINTED DWELLING AT THE BEGINNING OF THE WATCHES OF DARKNESS. WHEN HE OPENS ITS STOREHOUSE AND SPREADS IT OUT AND AT THE COMPLETION OF ITS CIRCUIT WHEN IT RETIRES BEFORE THE LIGHT. WHEN [THE HEAVENLY LIGHTS] SHINE OUT FROM THE ABODE [OF HIS HOLINESS TOGETHER WITH THEIR WITHDRAWAL TO THE DWELLING OF GLORY. AT THE ENTRY OF SEASONS ACCORDING TO THE NEW MOON AS WELL AS THEIR COMPLETION OF THEIR CIRCUIT WHEN ONE SUCCEEDS TO THE OTHER]; IX (1QS X, 4-12) AT THEIR RENEWAL THERE IS A GREAT DAY FOR THE HOLY OF HOLIES AND A SIGN FOR THE OPENING OF THE EVERLASTING MERCIES AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SEASONS FOR ALL AGES TO COME. AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MONTHS FOR THEIR SEASONS AND ON THE HOLY DAYS ACCORDING TO THEIR RULES FOR REMEMBRANCE IN [THEIR] SEASONS, I WILL BLESS HIM WITH THE OFFERING OF THE LIPS ACCORDING TO THE PRECEPT ENGRAVED FOR EVER. AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEARS AND AT THE COMPLETION OF THE CIRCUIT OF THEIR SEASONS, WHEN THEY FULFILL THEIR DETERMINED PRECEPT ON THE DAY DECREED FOR ONE TO FOLLOW ANOTHER, THE SEASON OF EARLY HARVEST THE SUMMER, AND THE SEASON OF SOWING THE SEASON OF GRASS, THE SEASONS OF THE YEARS THEIR WEEKS [AND AT THE BEGINNING OF] THEIR WEEKS THE SEASONS OF JUBILEE. AND DURING ALL MY EXISTENCE THE ENGRAVED PRECEPT SHALL BE ON [MY TONGUE AS A FRUIT] OF PRAISE AND A PORTION OF MY LIPS. I WILL SING WITH KNOWLEDGE AND ALL MY MUSIC IS FOR THE GLORY OF GOD. [AND I WILL] STRIKE MY LYRE TO THE ORDER [OF HIS HOLINESS AND THE PIPE OF MY LIPS I WILL] TUNE TO HIS RIGHT MEASURE. [AT THE COMING] OF THE DAY AND THE NIGHT I WILL ENTER THE COVENANT OF GOD AND AT THE DEPARTURE OF EVENING AND MORNING I WILL RECITE HIS PRECEPTS. AND IN THEM WILL I RE-ESTABLISH [MY BOUNDARIES WITHOUT RETURN. I WILL DECLARE HIS JUDGEMENT CORRECT CONCERNING] MY TRANSGRESSION [AND] MY REBELLION SHALL BE BEFORE MY EYES AS AN ENGRAVED PRECEPT. AND I SAY TO GOD, ‘MY RIGHTEOUSNESS’ AND TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], ‘AUTHOR OF MY GOODNESS’, ‘FOUNTAIN OF KNOWLEDGE’ AND ‘SOURCE OF HOLINESS’, ‘SUMMIT OF GLORY’ AND ‘ALMIGHTY ETERNAL MAJESTY’. I WILL CHOOSE] X (1QS X, 12-18) THAT WHICH HE TEACHES [ME AND I WILL DELIGHT IN HIS JUDGEMENT OF ME. BEFORE I MOVE MY HANDS] AND FEET I WILL BLESS [HIS NAME AND BEFORE I LIFT MY HAND TO GROW FAT FROM] THE PLEASANT PRODUCE OF THE WORLD. AT THE BEGINNING OF FEAR AND DREAD AND IN THE ABODE OF DISTRESS AND DESOLATION, I WILL CONFESS (HIS) MARVEL AND I WILL MEDITATE ON HIS MIGHT AND ON HIS MERCIES, I WILL LEAN ALL DAY LONG. I KNOW THAT IN HIS HAND IS THE JUDGEMENT OF ALL THE LIVING AND ALL HIS DEEDS ARE TRUTH. WHEN [DISTRESS] STARTS I WILL PRAISE HIM AND I WILL EXALT HIM FOR HIS SALVATION. AND I WILL NOT PAY AN [EVIL] REWARD [TO A MAN; I WILL PURSUE HIM WITH GOODNESS. FOR THE JUDGEMENT OF ALL THE LIVING IS WITH GOD, AND HE] WILL REPAY [MAN HIS REWARD...] XI ... XII (1QS XI, 7) ... [AND HE HAS CAUSED] THEM TO INHERIT THE LOT OF THE HOLY ONES... XIII (1QS XI, 14-15) ...HE WILL ATONE [FOR ALL] MY SINS. THROUGH HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS HE WILL CLEANSE ME OF THE UNCLEANNESS OF MAN AND FROM THE SINS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN THAT I MAY CONFESS TO GOD HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS...
LEATHER SCROLL 4QSE=4Q259
THREE FRAGMENTARY COLUMNS OF A LEATHER SCROLL CONTAIN DAMAGED SECTIONS OF 1QS VII-IX. THE TEXT TRANSLATED COMES FROM COLUMNS II AND III AND REPRESENTS AN IMPORTANT DOCTRINAL SECTION OF 1QS (VIII, 4-IX, II) IN AN ABRIDGED FORM. NOT ONLY ARE SOME OF THE INTERLINEAR ADDITIONS TO 1QS ABSENT, SUGGESTING THEIR LATER EDITORIAL NATURE, BUT 4QSE (4Q259) JUMPS FROM 1QS VIII, 15 TO IX, 12, THUS OMITTING AMONG OTHER THINGS THE MENTION OF THE ‘PROPHET AND THE MESSIAHS OF AARON AND ISRAEL’ (1QS IX, II). IT WOULD SEEM THAT THE COPYIST OF THIS MANUSCRIPT SUBSTITUTED 4Q319 (THE CALENDRIC DOCUMENT OF OTOT) FOR THE TEXT CORRESPONDING TO 1QS X-XI.
...AND WHEN [HE HAS] COMPLETED [TWO YEARS, THE CONGREGATION SHALL CONSIDER HIS CASE AND HE SHALL BE INSCRIBED IN] HIS RANK AND AFTERWARDS HE MAY QUESTION CONCERNING THE LAW. AND ANYONE WHO HAS BEEN IN THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY UNTIL HE HAS COMPLETED [TEN YEARS, AND THEN HIS SPIRIT TURNED BACK SO THAT HE HAS BETRAYED THE COMMUNITY AND HAS DEPARTED FROM] THE CONGREGATION TO WALK IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF HIS HEART, HE SHALL RETURN NO MORE TO THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY. AND ANY OF THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY WHO [HAS SHARED WITH HIM HIS PURITY OR HIS PROPERTY], HIS SENTENCE SHALL BE LIKE HIS: HE SHALL BE EXPELLED. IN THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY THERE SHALL BE TWELVE MEN [AND] THREE PRIESTS, [PERFECT IN ALL THAT HAS BEEN REVEALED FROM THE WHOLE LAW TO PRACTISE] TRUTH, RIGHTEOUSNESS AND JUSTICE LOVING-KINDNESS AND MODESTY TOWARDS ONE ANOTHER. THEY SHALL PRESERVE FAITH IN THE LAND WITH STEADFASTNESS AND WITH HUMILITY AND A BROKEN [SPIRIT.] AND THEY SHALL ATONE FOR INIQUITY BY THE PRACTICE OF JUSTICE AND THE DISTRESS OF TESTING. THEY SHALL WALK WITH ALL MEN [BY THE STANDARD] OF TRUTH, BY THE RULE [OF THE TIME. WHEN THESE ARE IN] ISRAEL, THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED [TO BE AN] EVERLASTING PLANTATION, A HOUSE OF HOLINESS FOR ISRAEL AND AN ASSEMBLY OF SUPREME HOLINESS FOR AARON. THEY SHALL BE WITNESSES OF THE TRUTH AT THE JUDGEMENT, AND SHALL BE THE ELECT OF GOOD [WILL WHO ATONE FOR] THE LAND AND PAY TO THE WICKED THEIR REWARD. IT SHALL BE THE TRIED WALL, [THAT PRECIOUS] CORNER-STONE. THEY SHALL NEITHER ROCK, NOR SWAY FROM THEIR PLACE (ISA. XXVIII, 16). IT SHALL BE A MOST HOLY DWELLING FOR AARON FOR A COVENANT OF JUSTICE TO OFFER UP SWEET FRAGRANCE. IT SHALL BE A HOUSE OF PERFECTION AND TRUTH IN ISRAEL THAT THEY MAY ESTABLISH A COVENANT ACCORDING TO THE EVERLASTING [PRECEPTS.] WHEN THEY HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED III (IQS VIII, 11-15; IX, 12 ...) [FOR TWO YEARS IN THE PERFECTION OF WAY IN THE FOUNDATION OF THE COMMUNITY, THEY SHALL BE SET APART] AS HOLY WITHIN THE COUNCIL OF THE MEN [OF THE COMMUNITY. AND] THE INTERPRETER SHALL NOT CONCEAL FROM THEM, OUT OF FEAR OF THE SPIRIT OF APOSTASY, ANY OF THOSE THINGS HIDDEN FROM ISRAEL WHICH HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED BY HIM. [AND WHEN] THESE SHALL BECOME THE COMMUNITY, THEY SHALL SEPARATE FROM THE HABITATION [OF UNJUST MEN AND SHALL] GO INTO THE WILDERNESS TO PREPARE THERE THE WAY OF THE TRUTH; AS IT IS WRITTEN, IN THE WILDERNESS PREPARE THE WAY OF... (?), MAKE STRAIGHT IN THE DESERT A PATH FOR OUR GOD (ISA. XL, 3). THIS (PATH) IS [THE STUDY OF THE LAW WHICH] HE COMMANDED BY THE HAND OF MOSES. (THE MANUSCRIPT OMITS THE SECTION CORRESPONDING TO 1QS VIII, 15B TO IX, 11, AND CONTINUES WITH IX, 12 ON THE SAME LINE.) THESE ARE THE PRECEPTS IN WHICH THE MASTER SHALL WALK IN HIS COMMERCE WITH ALL THE LIVING, ACCORDING TO THE RULE PROPER TO EVERY SEASON AND ACCORDING TO THE WORTH OF EVERY MAN.
THE TEMPLE SCROLL (11QT=11Q19-21, 4Q365A, 4Q524)
IT IS THE LONGEST QUMRAN MANUSCRIPT, MEASURING OVER TWENTY-EIGHT FEET. THERE ARE ALSO OTHER FRAGMENTS PERTAINING TO THE SAME DOCUMENT FROM CAVE 11 (11Q20) AND FROM CAVE 4 (4Q365A). ORIGINALLY IT CONSISTED OF SIXTY-SEVEN COLUMNS. THE MAJOR PART OF THE SCROLL DEALS WITH THE TEMPLE (BUILDING AND FURNITURE) AND CULTIC WORSHIP, ESPECIALLY SACRIFICES ON SABBATHS AND THE MANY FEASTS OF THE YEAR. MOST OF THE LEGISLATION DEPENDS, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, ON EXODUS, LEVITICUS, AND MORE PARTICULARLY ON DEUTERONOMY, BUT THERE ARE ALSO OCCASIONAL NON-BIBLICAL REGULATIONS. THE BEGINNING OF THE MANUSCRIPT IS BADLY MUTILATED. COLUMN I, IS MISSING. COLUMNS III-XII ARE SO FRAGMENTED THAT ONLY A VERY HYPOTHETICAL RECONSTRUCTION, EXCLUSIVELY FROM BIBLICAL TEXTS, IS POSSIBLE (CF. MOST EXTENSIVELY E. QIMRON, THE TEMPLE SCROLL, 1996). I HAVE DECIDED NOT TO TRANSLATE THEM BUT INDICATE THEIR PROBABLE CONTENTS IN THE SUMMARY THAT FOLLOWS: 1. COVENANT BETWEEN GOD AND ISRAEL (II). 2. BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, MEASUREMENTS OF THE SANCTUARY, THE HOLY OF HOLIES, THE CHAMBERS AND COLONNADES (III-VII). 3. DESCRIPTION OF THE MERCY SEAT, THE [PLATINUM] CHERUBIM, THE VEIL, THE TABLE, THE GOLDEN LAMP-STAND, ETC. (VII-XI). 4. OUTLINE OF THE SACRIFICES AND THE ALTAR (XI-XII). 5. DAILY, WEEKLY AND MONTHLY SACRIFICES AND THOSE OFFERED ON FESTIVALS (XIII-XXIX). 6. BUILDINGS IN THE TEMPLE COURTYARDS: THE STAIRHOUSE, THE HOUSE OF THE LAVER, THE HOUSE FOR SACRED VESSELS, THE SLAUGHTERHOUSE, ETC. (XXX-XXXV). 7. THE THREE COURTYARDS OF THE TEMPLE, ONE FOR THE PRIESTS, ONE FOR JEWISH MEN OVER TWENTY YEARS OF AGE, AND ONE FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN (XXXVI-XLV). 8. PURITY REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE TEMPLE AND THE CITY OF THE SANCTUARY (XLVI-XLVIII). 9. PURITY REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE CITIES OF ISRAEL (XLVIII-LI). 10. JUDGES AND OFFICERS (LI). 11. LAWS RELATING TO IDOLATRY AND TO SACRIFICIAL ANIMALS (LI-LIII). 12. VOWS AND OATHS (LIII-LIV). 13. LAWS AGAINST APOSTASY (LIV-LV). 14. LAWS RELATING TO PRIESTS AND LEVITES AND DETAILED STATUTES OF THE JEWISH KING (LVI-LIX). 15. MISCELLANEOUS LAWS REGARDING PRIESTLY DUES, IDOLS, WITNESSES, THE CONDUCT OF WAR, THE REBELLIOUS SON, CRIMES PUNISHABLE BY ‘HANGING’, AND INCESTUOUS RELATIONS (LX-LXVI). THE SEQUENCE OF SUBJECTS GENERALLY FOLLOWS THE BIBLE, BUT AN OBVIOUS EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE TO SYSTEMATIZE, HARMONIZE AND REINTERPRET THE LAWS. SECTIONS COMPLEMENTARY TO SCRIPTURE INCLUDE THE TEMPLE LEGISLATION (III-XII, XXX-XLV), FESTIVALS (XVII-XXIX), PURITY MATERIAL AS RULES RELATING TO THE TEMPLE AND THE CITY (XLVI-XLVII), AND THE STATUTES OF THE KING (LVI—LIX). THE AIM OF THE REDACTOR IS TO PRESENT THE MESSAGE OF THE SCROLL NOT AS AN INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLE, BUT AS AN IMMEDIATE DIVINE REVELATION. FOR THIS PURPOSE, NOT ONLY DOES HE FORMULATE THE SUPPLEMENTARY LEGISLATION AS DIRECTLY SPOKEN BY GOD, BUT ALSO FREQUENTLY SUBSTITUTES ‘I’ FOR ’THE LORD = YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]’ OF SCRIPTURE. ALTHOUGH THE VIEW HAS BEEN ADVANCED THAT THE TEMPLE SCROLL IS NOT A QUMRAN COMPOSITION, THE CONTRARY THESIS HAS A SOLID FOUNDATION. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THIS WRITING AND THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT IS PARTICULARLY STRIKING IN THE CASE OF THE PROHIBITION OF ROYAL POLYGAMY, OF MARRIAGE BETWEEN UNCLE AND NIECE, AND OF MARITAL RELATIONS WITHIN THE CITY OF THE SANCTUARY (COMPARE CD IV, 20-V, II; XII, 1-2 WITH TS LVII, 1618; LXVI, 15-17; XLV, 11-12), TO NAME THE MOST SIGNIFICANT INSTANCES. NOTE ALSO THAT THE DEATH PENALTY OF ‘HANGING’ (PROBABLY CRUCIFIXION) RESERVED FOR TRAITORS APPEARS BOTH IN TS LXIV, 6-13 AND IN THE NAHUM COMMENTARY (CF. P. 504). SINCE THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT AND THE NAHUM COMMENTARY ARE MORE LIKELY TO DEPEND ON THE TEMPLE SCROLL THAN VICE VERSA, THE LATTER MAY SAFELY BE DATED TO THE SECOND CENTURY BCE. BUT IT MAY ALSO HAVE AN ANTECEDENT HISTORY REACHING BACK TO THE PRE-QUMRAN AGE. AS NOTED, CAVE 4 HAS ALSO YIELDED FIVE FAIRLY MUTILATED FRAGMENTS (4Q365A), PALAEOGRAPHICALLY DATED TO THE MID-FIRST CENTURY BCE, SOME OF WHICH HAVE BEEN USED. FRAGMENT 1 DEALS WITH THE FESTIVAL OF UNLEAVENED BREAD (11QTS XVII, II); FRAGMENT 2 CORRESPONDS TO 11QTS XXXVIII, 4-15 WHILE THE OTHER THREE FRAGMENTS CANNOT BE PLACED WITHIN THE KNOWN VERSION OF THE TEXT. THE COMPOSITION IS AVAILABLE IN A MAGISTERIAL EDITION, FIRST PUBLISHED IT IN HEBREW IN 1977 AND SUBSEQUENTLY, SHORTLY BEFORE HIS DEATH, IN ENGLISH UNDER THE TITLE THE TEMPLE SCROLL IIII (JERUSALEM, 1983). FURTHER IMPROVEMENTS ARE DUE IN, THE TEMPLE SCROLL: A CRITICAL EDITION WITH EXTENSIVE RECONSTRUCTIONS (BEER-SHEVA/JERUSALEM, 1996). 
II [BEHOLD, I WILL MAKE A COVENANT.] [FOR IT IS SOMETHING DREADFUL THAT I] WILL DO [TO YOU.] [I MYSELF WILL EXPEL FROM BEFORE YOU] THE AMORITES, THE CANAANITES, THE HITTITES, THE GIRGASHITES, THE PERIZZITES, THE HIVITES AND] THE JEBUSITES. TAKE CARE NOT TO MAKE A COVENANT WITH THE INHABITANTS OF THE COUNTRY [WHICH YOU ARE TO] ENTER SO THAT THEY MAY NOT PROVE A SNARE FOR YOU. YOU MUST DESTROY THEIR ALTARS, [SMASH THEIR] PILLARS [AND] CUT DOWN THEIR [SACRED TREES AND BURN] [THEIR] IDOLS [WITH FIRE]. YOU MUST NOT DESIRE SILVER AND GOLD SO [THAT YOU MAY NOT BE ENSNARED BY THEM; FOR THAT WOULD BE ABOMINABLE TO ME]. YOU MUST [NOT] BRING ANY ABOMINABLE IDOL INTO YOUR HOUSE [AND COME] UNDER THE BAN TOGETHER WITH IT. YOU SHALL DETEST AND ABOMINATE IT, FOR IT IS UNDER THE BAN. YOU SHALL NOT WORSHIP [ANOTHER] GOD, FOR YHWH, WHOSE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS [JEALOUS], IS A JEALOUS GOD. TAKE CARE NOT TO MAKE A [COVENANT WITH THE INHABITANTS OF THE COUNTRY] [SO THAT, WHEN THEY WHORE] AFTER THEIR GODS [AND] SACRIFICE TO [THEM AND INVITE YOU,] [YOU MAY NOT EAT OF THEIR SACRIFICES AND] TAKE THEIR DAUGHTERS FOR YOUR SONS, AND THEIR DAUGHTERS MAY NOT WHORE AFTER THEIR [GODS] AND CAUSE YOUR SONS TO WHORE AFTER THEM... 94 XIII [THIS IS WHAT YOU SHALL OFFER ON THE ALTAR:] TWO YEARLING LAMBS WITHOUT BLEMISH EVERY DAY AS A PERPETUAL HOLOCAUST. YOU SHALL OFFER THE FIRST IN THE MORNING; AND YOU SHALL OFFER THE OTHER LAMB IN THE EVENING; THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING WILL BE A TENTH OF FINE FLOUR MIXED WITH [A QUARTER OF A HIN OF BEATEN OIL; IT SHALL BE A PERPETUAL HOLOCAUST OF SOOTHING ODOUR, AN OFFERING BY FIRE] TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; AND THE CORRESPONDING DRINK-OFFERING SHALL BE A QUARTER OF A HIN OF WINE. [THE PRIEST WHO OFFERS THE HOLOCAUST SHALL RECEIVE THE SKIN OF] THE BURNT-OFFERING WHICH HE HAS OFFERED. YOU SHALL OFFER THE OTHER LAMB IN THE EVENING WITH THE SAME GRAIN-OFFERING AS IN THE MORNING AND WITH THE CORRESPONDING DRINK-OFFERING AS AN OFFERING BY FIRE, A SOOTHING ODOUR TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]...ON THE SABBATH DAYS YOU SHALL OFFER TWO [YEARLING RAMS WITHOUT BLEMISH AND TWO] XIV [TENTHS OF AN EPHAH OF FINE FLOUR, MIXED WITH OIL, FOR A GRAIN-OFFERING AND THE CORRESPONDING DRINK-OFFERING. THIS IS THE HOLOCAUST OF EVERY SABBATH IN ADDITION TO THE PERPETUAL HOLOCAUST AND THE CORRESPONDING DRINK-OFFERING. ON THE FIRST DAY OF EACH MONTH YOU SHALL OFFER A HOLOCAUST TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: TWO YOUNG BULLS, ONE RAM, SEVEN YEARLING RAMS WITHOUT BLEMISH AND A GRAIN-OFFE]RING OF FINE FLOUR, [THREE TENTHS OF AN EPHAH] MIXED WITH HALF A HIN OF OIL, AND A DRINK-OFFERING, HALF A HIN FOR [EACH YOUNG BULL AND A GRAIN-OFFERING OF FINE FLOUR MIXED WITH OIL, TWO TENTHS OF AN EPHAH] WITH A THIRD [OF A HIN, AND WINE FOR A DRINK-OFFERING, ONE THIRD OF A HINFOR EACH RAM] ...ONE TENTH [OF FINE FLOUR FOR] A GRAIN-OFFERING, MIXED WITH A QUARTER OF A HIN, AND WINE, A QUARTER OF A HI]N FOR EACH LAMB...A SOOTHING [ODOUR] TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ON THE FIRST DAY OF EACH MONTH. THIS IS THE BURNT-OFFERING FOR EACH MONTH FOR THE MONTHS OF THE YEAR...ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE [FIRST] MONTH [THE MONTHS (OF THE YEAR) SHALL START; IT SHALL BE THE FIRST MONTH] OF THE YEAR [FOR YOU. YOU SHALL DO NO] WORK. [YOU SHALL OFFER A HE-GOAT FOR A SIN-OFFERING.] IT SHALL BE OFFERED BY ITSELF TO EXPIATE [FOR YOU. YOU SHALL OFFER A HOLOCAUST: A BULLOCK], A RAM, SEVEN YEARLING RAM LAMBS [WITHOUT BLEMISH] ...ADDITIONAL TO THE BURNT-OFFERING FOR THE NEW MOON, AND A GRAINOFFERING OF THREE TENTHS OF FINE FLOUR MIXED WITH OIL, HALF A HIN FOR EACH BULLOCK, AND WINE FOR A DRINK-OFFERING, [HALF A HIN, A SOOTHING ODOUR TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND TWO] TENTHS OF FINE FLOUR MIXED [WITH OIL, ONE THIRD OF A HIN. YOU SHALL OFFER WINE FOR A DRINK-OFFERING,] ONE THIRD OF A HIN FOR THE RAM, [AN OFFERING BY FIRE, OF SOOTHING ODOUR TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; AND ONE TENTH OF FINE FLOUR], A GRAIN-OFFERING MIXED WITH A QUARTER OF A HINOF OIL. YOU SHALL OFFER WINE FOR A DRINK-OFFERING, A QUARTER OF A HIN FOR EACH [RAM] ...LAMBS AND FOR THE HE-GOAT... XV [EA]CH DAY ...SEVEN YEARLING [LAMBS] AND A HE-[GOAT] ...ACCORDING TO THIS STATUTE. FOR THE ORDINATION (OF THE PRIESTS), ONE RAM FOR EACH [DAY, AND] BASKETS OF BREAD FOR ALL THE RAMS OF THE ORDINATION, ONE BASKET FOR EACH [RAM]. THEY SHALL DIVIDE ALL THE RAMS AND THE BASKETS FOR THE SEVEN DAYS OF THE ORDINATION FOR EACH DAY; ACCORDING TO [THEIR] DIVISIONS, THEY SHALL OFFER TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THE RIGHT THIGH OF THE RAM AS A HOLOCAUST AND [THE FAT COVERING THE ENTRAILS AND THE] TWO KIDNEYS AND THE FAT ON THEM [AND ON] THE LOINS AND THE WHOLE FAT TAIL CLOSE TO THE BACKBONE AND THE APPENDAGE OF THE LIVER AND THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING ACCORDING TO THE STA[TUTE. THEY SHALL TAKE ONE UNLEAVENED CAKE FROM THE] BASKET AND ONE CAKE OF BREAD WITH OIL AND [ONE] WAFER, [AND THEY SHALL PUT IT ALL ON THE FAT] TOGETHER WITH THE OFFERING OF THE RIGHT THIGH. THOSE WHO SACRIFICE SHALL WAVE THE RAMS AND THE BASKETS OF BREAD AS A WAVE-OFFERING BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THIS IS A HOLOCAUST, AN OFFERING BY FIRE, OF SOOTHING ODOUR BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. [THEY SHALL BURN EVERYTHING ON THE ALTAR OVER] THE HOLOCAUST, TO COMPLETE THEIR ORDINATION DURING THE SEVEN DAYS OF [ORDINATION]. IF THE HIGH PRIEST IS TO [MINISTER TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHOEVER] HAS BEEN ORDAINED TO PUT ON THE VESTMENTS IN PLACE OF HIS FATHER, SHALL OFFER A BULL FOR ALL THE PEOPLE AND ANOTHER FOR THE PRIESTS. HE SHALL OFFER THE ONE FOR THE PRIESTS FIRST. THE ELDERS OF THE PRIESTS SHALL LAY [THEIR HANDS] XVI [ON] ITS [HEA]D AND AFTER THEM THE HIGH PRIEST AND ALL THE [PRIESTS. THEY SHALL SLAUGHTER] THE BULL BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THE ELDERS OF THE PRIESTS SHALL TAKE FROM THE BLOOD OF THE BULL AND [PLACE] IT [WITH THEIR FINGER ON THE HORNS OF THE ALTAR] AND THEY SHALL POUR [THE BLOOD] AROUND THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE [ALTAR] LEDGE...AND THEY SHALL TAKE FROM ITS BLOOD AND PLACE IT [ON HIS RIGHT EAR LOBE AND ON THE THUMB OF HIS RIGHT HAND AND THE BIG TOE OF HIS] RIGHT [FOOT. THEY SHALL SPRINKLE ON HIM AND HIS VESTMENTS SOME OF THE BLOOD WHICH WAS ON THE ALTAR] ... [HE] SHALL BE [HOLY] ALL HIS DAYS. [HE SHALL NOT GO NEAR ANY DEAD BODY]. HE SHALL [NOT] RENDER HIMSELF UNCLEAN [EVEN FOR HIS FATHER OR MOTHER,] FOR [HE IS] HOLY TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], HIS GOD... [HE SHALL OFFER ON THE AL]TAR AND BURN [THE FAT OF THE FIRST BULL] ... [ALL] THE FAT ON THE ENTRAILS AND THE APPENDAGE OF THE LIVER AND THE TWO KIDNEYS AND THE FAT ON THEM AND [THE FAT ON] THE LOINS, AND THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING ACCORDING TO THEIR STATUTE, HE SHALL BURN THEM ON THE ALTAR. IT SHALL BE A BURNT-OFFERING, AN OFFERING BY FIRE, OF SOOTHING ODOUR BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THE FLESH OF THE BULL, ITS SKIN AND OFFAL, THEY SHALL BURN OUTSIDE THE [SANCTUARY CITY ON A WOOD FIRE] IN A PLACE RESERVED FOR SIN-OFFERINGS. THERE THEY SHALL BURN IT WITH ITS HEAD AND LEGS TOGETHER WITH ALL ITS ENTRAILS. THEY SHALL BURN ALL OF IT THERE EXCEPT THE FAT. IT IS A SIN-OFFERING. HE SHALL TAKE THE SECOND BULL, WHICH IS FOR THE PEOPLE, AND BY IT HE SHALL EXPIATE [FOR ALL THE PEOPLE OF] THE ASSEMBLY, BY ITS BLOOD AND FAT. AS HE DID WITH THE FIRST BULL, [SO HE SHALL DO] WITH THE BULL OF THE ASSEMBLY. HE SHALL PLACE WITH HIS FINGER SOME OF ITS BLOOD ON THE HORNS OF THE [ALTAR, AND THE REMAINDER OF] ITS BLOOD, HE SHALL SPRINKLE ON THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE ALTAR LEDGE, AND [ITS FAT AND] THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING, HE SHALL BURN ON THE ALTAR. IT IS A SIN-OFFERING FOR THE ASSEMBLY. XVII ...THEY SHALL REJOICE BECAUSE EXPIATION HAS BEEN MADE FOR THEM...THIS DAY [SHALL] BE A HOLY GATHERING FOR THEM, [AN ETERNAL RULE FOR ALL THEIR GENERATIONS] WHEREVER THEY DWELL. THEY SHALL REJOICE AND... [LET] THEM PREPARE ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH BETWEEN DUSK AND DARK THE PASSOVER OF YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THEY SHALL SACRIFICE (IT) BEFORE THE EVENING OFFERING AND SHALL SACRIFICE...MEN FROM TWENTY YEARS OF AGE AND OVER SHALL PREPARE IT. THEY SHALL EAT IT AT NIGHT IN THE HOLY COURTS. THEY SHALL RISE EARLY AND EACH SHALL GO TO HIS TENT...ON THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF THIS MONTH (THERE SHALL BE) A HOLY GATHERING. YOU SHALL DO NO WORK OF LABOUR ON IT. (IT SHALL BE) A SEVEN-DAY FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD FOR YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. YOU SHALL OFFER ON EACH OF THESE SEVEN DAYS A HOLOCAUST TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: TWO YOUNG BULLS, A RAM, AND SEVEN RAM LAMBS WITHOUT BLEMISH AND A HE-GOAT FOR A SIN-OFFERING AND THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE FOR THE YOUNG BULLS, RAMS, L[AM]BS AND THE HE-GOAT. ON THE SEVENTH DAY [(THERE SHALL BE) AN ASSEMBLY] FOR YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. YOU SHALL DO NO WORK ON IT. XVIII ...HE-GOAT FOR A SIN-OFFERING...THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE; ONE TENTH OF FINE FLOUR [MIXED WITH A QUARTER OF A HIN OF OIL AND] A QUARTER OF A HIN OF WINE FOR A DRINK-OFFERING... [HE SHALL EXPIATE] FOR ALL THE GUILT OF THE PEOPLE OF THE ASSEMBLY...THIS SHALL BE AN ETERNAL RULE FOR YOU [FOR YOUR GENERATIONS WHEREVER YOU DWELL.] THEN THEY SHALL OFFER THE ONE RAM, ONCE, ON THE DAY OF THE WAVING OF THE SHEAF. YOU SHALL COUNT SEVEN COMPLETE SABBATHS FROM THE DAY OF YOUR BRINGING THE SHEAF OF THE WAVE-OFFERING. YOU SHALL COUNT UNTIL THE MORROW OF THE SEVENTH SABBATH. YOU SHALL COUNT [FIFTY] DAYS. YOU SHALL BRING A NEW GRAIN-OFFERING TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] FROM YOUR HOMES, A LOAF OF FINE FLOUR, FRESHLY BAKED WITH LEAVEN. THEY ARE FIRSTFRUITS TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHEAT BREAD, TWELVE CAKES, TWO-TENTHS OF FINE FLOUR IN EACH CAKE...THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. THEY SHALL OFFER XIX ...THEIR GRAIN-OFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE. THE [PRIESTS] SHALL WAVE... [WAVE-OFFERING WITH THE BREAD OF] THE FIRSTFRUITS. THEY SHALL BELONG TO THE PRIESTS AND THEY SHALL EAT THEM IN THE [INNER] COURTYARD, AS A NEW [GRAIN-OFFERING], THE BREAD OF THE FIRSTFRUITS. THEN...NEW BREAD FROM FRESHLY RIPENED EARS. [ON THIS] DAY THERE SHALL BE A HOLY GATHERING, AN ETERNAL [RULE] FOR THEIR GENERATIONS. [THEY] SHALL [DO] NO WORK. IT IS THE FEAST OF WEEKS AND THE FEAST OF FIRSTFRUITS, AN ETERNAL MEMORIAL. YOU [SHALL COUNT] SEVEN WEEKS FROM THE DAY WHEN YOU BRING THE NEW GRAIN-OFFERING TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE BREAD OF FIRSTFRUITS. SEVEN FULL SABBATHS SHALL ELAPSE UNTIL YOU HAVE COUNTED FIFTY DAYS TO THE MORROW OF THE SEVENTH SABBATH. [YOU] SHALL [BRING] NEW WINE FOR A DRINK-OFFERING, FOUR HINS FROM ALL THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL, ONE THIRD OF A HIN FOR EACH TRIBE. THEY SHALL OFFER ON THIS DAY WITH THE WINE TWELVE RAMS TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; ALL THE CHIEFS OF THE CLANS OF ISRAEL XX ...RAMS AND THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE: TWO-TENTHS OF FINE FLOUR MIXED WITH OIL, ONE THIRD OF A HIN OF OIL FOR A RAM; WITH THIS DRINK-OFFERING...SEVEN YEARLING RAM LAMBS AND A HE-GOAT ...ASSEMBLY...THEIR GRAIN-OFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING (SHALL BE) ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE CONCERNING YOUNG BULLS AND THE RAM...TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AT THE QUARTER OF THE DAY, THEY SHALL OFFER...THE RAMS AND THE DRINK-OFFERING. THEY SHALL OFFER...FOURTEEN YEARLING RAM LAMBS...THE BURNT-OFFERING. THEY SHALL PREPARE THEM...AND THEY SHALL BURN THEIR FAT ON THE ALTAR, [THE FAT COVERING THE ENTRAILS] AND THE FAT THAT IS ON THEM, AND [THE APPENDAGE OF THE LIVER WITH] THE KIDNEYS HE SHALL REMOVE AND THE FAT ON [THEM], AND THAT WHICH IS ON THE LOINS AND THE FAT TAIL CLOSE TO THE BACKBONE. THEY SHALL BURN ALL ON THE ALTAR TOGETHER WITH THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING, AN OFFERING BY FIRE, OF SOOTHING ODOUR BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THEY SHALL OFFER EVERY GRAIN-OFFERING JOINED TO A DRINK-OFFERING ACCORDING TO [THE STATUTE]. THEY SHALL TAKE A HANDFUL FROM EVERY GRAIN-OFFERING OFFERED EITHER WITH FRANKINCENSE OR DRY, (THIS BEING) ITS [MEMORIAL PORTION], AND BURN IT ON THE ALTAR. THEY SHALL EAT THE REMAINDER IN THE INNER COURTYARD. THE PRIESTS SHALL EAT IT UNLEAVENED. IT SHALL NOT BE EATEN WITH LEAVEN. IT SHALL BE EATEN ON THAT DAY [BEFORE] SUNSET. THEY SHALL SALT ALL THEIR OFFERINGS. YOU SHALL NEVER ALLOW THE COVENANT OF SALT TO FAIL. THEY SHALL OFFER TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AN OFFERING FROM THE RAMS AND THE LAMBS, THE RIGHT THIGH, THE BREAST, THE CHEEKS, THE STOMACH AND THE FORELEG AS FAR AS THE SHOULDER BONE, AND THEY SHALL WAVE THEM AS A WAVE-OFFERING. XXI [THE PRIESTS’] PORTIONS [SHALL] BE THE THIGH OF THE OFFERING AND THE BREAST...THE FORELEGS, THE CHEEKS AND THE STOMACHS...AS AN ETERNAL RULE, FROM THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AND THE SHOULDER REMAINING OF THE FORELEG [SHALL BE FOR THE LEVITES] ...AN ETERNAL RULE FOR THEM AND FOR THEIR SEED...THE PRINCES OF THE THOUSANDS... [FROM] THE RAMS AND FROM [THE LAMBS, ONE RAM AND ONE RAM LAMB (SHALL BELONG) TO THE PRIESTS; TO THE LEVITES], ONE RAM, ONE LAMB; AND TO EVERY TRIBE, ONE [RAM], ONE LAMB FOR ALL THE TRIBES, THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. THEY SHALL EAT THEM ON THAT DAY, IN THE OUTER [COURTYARD] BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ...THE PRIESTS SHALL DRINK THERE FIRST AND THE LEVITES [SECOND] ...THE PRINCES OF THE STANDARDS FIRST... [MEN OF] RENOWN. AFTER THEM THE WHOLE PEOPLE, FROM THE GREAT TO THE SMALL, SHALL BEGIN TO DRINK THE NEW WINE. THEY SHALL NOT EAT ANY UNRIPE GRAPES FROM THE VINES, FOR [ON] THIS DAY THEY SHALL EXPIATE FOR THE TIROSH. THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHALL REJOICE BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AN ETERNAL [RULE] FOR THEIR GENERATIONS WHEREVER THEY DWELL. THEY SHALL REJOICE ON [THIS] DAY FOR THEY HAVE BEGUN TO POUR OUT AN INTOXICATING DRINK-OFFERING, THE NEW WINE, ON THE ALTAR OF YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], YEAR BY YEAR. YOU SHALL COUNT FROM THAT DAY SEVEN WEEKS, SEVEN TIMES (SEVEN DAYS), FORTY-NINE DAYS; THERE SHALL BE SEVEN FULL SABBATHS; UNTIL THE MORROW OF THE SEVENTH SABBATH YOU SHALL COUNT FIFTY DAYS. YOU SHALL THEN OFFER NEW OIL FROM THE HOMES OF THE TRIBES OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, HALF A HIN FROM A TRIBE, NEW BEATEN OIL...OIL ON THE ALTAR OF THE HOLOCAUST, FIRSTFRUITS BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. XXII ...SHALL EXPIATE WITH IT FOR ALL THE CONGREGATION BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ...WITH THIS OIL, HALF A HIN...ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE, A HOLOCAUST, AN OFFERING BY FIRE, OF SOOTHING ODOUR TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ... [WITH] THIS OIL THEY SHALL LIGHT THE LAMPS...THE PRINCES OF THE THOUSANDS WITH...FOURTEEN [YEARLING] MALE LAMBS AND THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING... [FOR THE LAMBS AND] THE RAMS. THE LEVITES SHALL SLAUGHTER... [AND] THE PRIESTS, THE SONS OF AARON, SHALL SPRINKLE THEIR BLOOD [ON THE ALTAR ALL AROUND] ... [AND] THEY SHALL BURN THEIR FAT ON THE ALTAR OF THE [HOLOCAUST] ... [AND THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING] AND DRINK-OFFERING, THEY SHALL BURN OVER THE FATS... [AN OFFERING BY FIRE, OF SOOTHING ODOUR TO] YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THEY SHALL TAKE AWAY FROM...THE RIGHT THIGH AND THE BREAST...THE CHEEKS AND THE STOMACH SHALL BE THE PRIESTS’ PORTION ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE CONCERNING THEM. (THEY SHALL GIVE) TO THE LEVITES THE SHOULDER. AFTERWARDS THEY SHALL BRING THEM (THE OFFERINGS) OUT TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHALL GIVE THE PRIESTS ONE RAM, ONE LAMB, AND TO THE LEVITES, ONE RAM, ONE LAMB, AND TO EACH TRIBE, ONE RAM, ONE LAMB. THEY SHALL EAT THEM ON THAT DAY IN THE OUTER COURTYARD BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AN ETERNAL RULE FOR THEIR GENERATIONS, YEAR BY YEAR. AFTERWARDS THEY SHALL EAT FROM THE OLIVES AND ANOINT THEMSELVES WITH THE NEW OIL, FOR ON THIS DAY THEY SHALL EXPIATE FOR ALL THE OIL OF THE LAND BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ONCE YEARLY. THEY SHALL REJOICE XXIII ...THE HIGH PRIEST SHALL OFFER THE [HOLOCAUST OF THE LEVITES] FIRST, AND AFTERWARDS HE SHALL SEND UP IN SMOKE THE HOLOCAUST OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, AND WHEN HE IS SENDING IT UP IN SMOKE, THEY SHALL SLAUGHTER BEFORE HIM THE HE-GOAT FIRST AND HE SHALL LIFT UP ITS BLOOD IN A BOWL TO THE ALTAR AND WITH HIS FINGER HE SHALL PUT SOME OF THE BLOOD TO THE FOUR HORNS OF THE ALTAR OF THE HOLOCAUST AND TO THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE ALTAR LEDGE, AND SHALL TOSS THE BLOOD TOWARDS THE BASE OF THE ALTAR LEDGE ALL AROUND. HE SHALL BURN ITS FAT ON THE ALTAR, THE FAT COVERING THE ENTRAILS AND THAT OVER THE ENTRAILS. THE APPENDAGE OF THE LIVER WITH THE KIDNEYS HE SHALL REMOVE AS WELL AS THE FAT OVER THEM AND ON THE LOINS. HE SHALL SEND UP IN SMOKE ALL OF THEM ON THE ALTAR TOGETHER WITH THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING, AN OFFERING BY FIRE OF SOOTHING ODOUR TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND XXIV ...THE FLESH, OF [SOOTHING] ODOUR; IT SHALL BE [AN OFFERING BY FIRE TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THUS, THEY MUST DO TO EVERY] YOUNG BULL, AND TO EVERY RAM AND TO [EVERY LAMB] AND ITS LIMBS (?) SHALL REMAIN APART. THE CORRESPONDING [GRAIN-OFFERING] AND DRINK-OFFERING SHALL BE ON IT, AN [ETERNAL] RULE FOR YOUR GENERATIONS BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AFTER THIS HOLOCAUST HE SHALL OFFER THE HOLOCAUST OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH SEPARATELY. AS HE HAS DONE WITH THE HOLOCAUST OF THE LEVITES, SO SHALL HE DO WITH THE HOLOCAUST OF THE CHILDREN OF JUDAH AFTER THE LEVITES. ON THE SECOND DAY HE SHALL FIRST OFFER THE HOLOCAUST OF BENJAMIN AND AFTER IT HE SHALL OFFER THE HOLOCAUST OF THE CHILDREN OF JOSEPH, EPHRAIM AND MANASSEH TOGETHER. ON THE THIRD DAY, HE SHALL OFFER THE HOLOCAUST OF REUBEN SEPARATELY, AND THE HOLOCAUST OF SIMEON SEPARATELY. ON THE FOURTH DAY HE SHALL OFFER THE HOLOCAUST OF ISSACHAR SEPARATELY AND THE HOLOCAUST OF ZEBULUN SEPARATELY. ON THE FIFTH DAY HE SHALL OFFER THE HOLOCAUST OF GAD SEPARATELY AND THE HOLOCAUST OF ASHER SEPARATELY. ON THE SIXTH DAY XXV [HE SHALL OFFER THE HOLOCAUST OF DAN SEPARATELY AND THE HOLOCAUST OF NAPHTALI SEPARATELY] ...IN THE [SEVENTH] MONTH, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH, YOU SHALL HAVE A SACRED REST, A REMEMBRANCE ANNOUNCED BY A TRUMPET BLAST, A [HOLY] GATHERING. YOU SHALL OFFER A HOLOCAUST, AN OFFERING BY FIRE, OF SOOTHING ODOUR BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. YOU SHALL OFFER ONE [YOUNG BULL,] ONE RAM, SEVEN YEARLING LAMBS [WITHOUT BLEMISH AND ONE HE-GOAT FOR A SIN-OFFERING, AND] THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE CONCERNING THEM, OF SOOTHING ODOUR TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], IN ADDITION TO THE PERPETUAL HOLOCAUST AND THE HOLOCAUST OF THE NEW MOON. AFTERWARDS [YOU SHALL OFFER] THIS [HOLOCAUST] AT THE THIRD PART OF THE DAY, AN ETERNAL RULE FOR YOUR GENERATIONS WHEREVER YOU DWELL. YOU SHALL REJOICE ON THIS DAY. ON IT YOU SHALL DO NO WORK. A SACRED REST SHALL THIS DAY BE FOR YOU. THE TENTH OF THIS MONTH IS THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. YOU SHALL MORTIFY YOURSELVES. FOR ANY PERSON WHO DOES NOT MORTIFY HIMSELF ON THIS SELFSAME DAY SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM HIS PEOPLE. YOU SHALL OFFER ON IT A HOLOCAUST TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: ONE YOUNG BULL, ONE RAM, SEVEN RAM LAMBS, ONE HE-GOAT FOR A SIN-OFFERING, IN ADDITION TO THE SIN-OFFERING OF THE ATONEMENT AND THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE CONCERNING THE YOUNG BULL, THE RAM, THE LAMBS AND THE HE-GOAT. FOR THE SIN-OFFERING OF THE ATONEMENT YOU SHALL OFFER TWO RAMS FOR HOLOCAUST. THE HIGH PRIEST SHALL OFFER ONE FOR HIMSELF AND HIS FATHER’S HOUSE XXVI ...THE HIGH PRIEST [SHALL CAST LOTS ON THE TWO GOATS,] ONE LOT FOR YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND ONE FOR AZAZEL. HE SHALL SLAUGHTER THE GOAT [ON] WHICH YHWH’S [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S] LOT HAS FALLEN AND SHALL LIFT UP ITS BLOOD IN A GOLDEN BOWL WHICH IS IN HIS HAND, [AND DO] WITH ITS BLOOD AS HE HAS DONE WITH THE BLOOD OF HIS YOUNG BULL AND SHALL EXPIATE WITH IT FOR ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE ASSEMBLY. HE SHALL SEND UP IN SMOKE ITS FAT AND THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING ON THE ALTAR OF THE HOLOCAUST. ITS FLESH, SKIN AND DUNG [SHIT] THEY SHALL BURN BESIDE HIS YOUNG BULL. IT IS A SINOFFERING FOR THE WHOLE ASSEMBLY. HE SHALL EXPIATE WITH IT FOR ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE ASSEMBLY AND IT SHALL BE FORGIVEN TO THEM. HE SHALL WASH HIS HANDS AND FEET OF THE BLOOD OF THE SIN-OFFERING AND SHALL COME TO THE LIVING GOAT AND SHALL CONFESS OVER ITS HEAD THE INIQUITIES OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL TOGETHER WITH ALL THEIR GUILT, ALL THEIR SINS. HE SHALL PUT THEM ON THE HEAD OF THE GOAT AND DESPATCH IT TO AZAZEL IN THE DESERT BY THE HAND OF THE MAN WHO IS WAITING READY. THE GOAT SHALL BEAR ALL THE INIQUITIES OF (THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL). XXVII ... [AND HE SHALL EXPIATE] FOR ALL THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AND IT SHALL BE FORGIVEN TO THEM...AFTERWARDS HE SHALL OFFER THE YOUNG BULL, THE RAM, AND [THE LAMBS, ACCORDING TO] THE STATUTE RELATING TO THEM, ON THE ALTAR OF THE HOLOCAUST, AND THE HOLOCAUST WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AN ETERNAL RULE FOR THEIR GENERATIONS. ONCE A YEAR THIS DAY SHALL BE FOR THEM A MEMORIAL. THEY SHALL DO NO WORK ON IT, FOR IT SHALL BE [TO] THEM A SABBATH OF SACRED REST. WHOEVER SHALL DO WORK ON IT OR SHALL NOT MORTIFY HIMSELF ON IT, SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM THE MIDST OF HIS PEOPLE. A SABBATH OF SACRED REST, A HOLY GATHERING SHALL THIS DAY BE FOR YOU. YOU SHALL SANCTIFY IT AS A MEMORIAL WHEREVER YOU DWELL AND YOU SHALL DO NO WORK. ON THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF THIS MONTH XXVIII ... [THE CORRESPONDING] GRAINOFFERING [AND DRINK-OFFERING, ALL ON] THE ALTAR, AN OFFERING BY FIRE, OF SOOTHING ODOUR TO YHWH. ON THE SECOND [DAY:] TWELVE YOUNG BULLS, TWO RAMS, FOURTEEN [LAMBS] AND ONE HE-GOAT FOR A SIN-OFFERING AND THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE CONCERNING THE YOUNG BULLS, THE RAM[S], THE LAMBS [AND] THE HEGOAT; IT IS AN OFFERING BY FIRE, OF SOOTHING ODOUR TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. ON THE THIRD DAY ELEVEN YOUNG BULLS, TWO RAMS, FOURTEEN LAMBS AND ONE HE-GOAT FOR A SIN-OFFERING AND THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE CONCERNING THE YOUNG BULLS, THE RAMS, THE LAMBS AND THE HE-GOAT. ON THE FOURTH DAY TEN YOUNG BULLS, TWO RAMS, FOURTEEN YEARLING RAM LAMBS AND ONE HE-GOAT FOR A SIN-OFFERING AND THE CORRESPONDING GRAINOFFERING AND DRINK-OFFERING FOR THE YOUNG BULLS, XXIX [THE RAMS, THE LAMBS AND THE HE-GOAT...ON THE FIFTH DAY...AND THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING] AND DRINK-OFFERING...IN THE HOUSE ON WHICH I [SHALL CAUSE] MY NAME TO REST...HOLOCAUSTS, [EACH ON ITS] DAY ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF THIS STATUTE, ALWAYS FROM THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL IN ADDITION TO THEIR FREEWILLOFFERINGS IN REGARD TO ALL THAT THEY OFFER, THEIR DRINK-OFFERINGS AND ALL THEIR GIFTS THAT THEY SHALL BRING TO ME IN ORDER TO BE ACCEPTABLE. I SHALL ACCEPT THEM AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE AND I SHALL BE FOR THEM FOR EVER. I WILL DWELL WITH THEM FOR EVER AND EVER AND WILL SANCTIFY MY SANCTUARY BY MY GLORY. I WILL CAUSE MY GLORY TO REST ON IT UNTIL THE DAY OF CREATION ON WHICH I SHALL CREATE MY SANCTUARY, ESTABLISHING IT FOR MYSELF FOR ALL TIME ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT WHICH I HAVE MADE WITH JACOB IN BETHEL. XXX ...YOU SHALL MAKE...FOR STAIRS, A STAIR[CASE] ...IN THE HOUSE WHICH YOU SHALL BUILD...YOU [SHALL MAKE] A STAIRCASE NORTH OF THE TEMPLE, A SQUARE HOUSE, TWENTY CUBITS FROM ONE CORNER TO THE OTHER ALONGSIDE ITS FOUR CORNERS. ITS DISTANCE FROM THE WALL OF THE TEMPLE SHALL BE SEVEN CUBITS ON THE NORTH-WEST. YOU SHALL MAKE THE WIDTH OF ITS WALL FOUR CUBITS...LIKE THE TEMPLE AND ITS INSIDE FROM CORNER TO CORNER TWELVE CUBITS. (THERE SHALL BE) A SQUARE COLUMN IN ITS MIDDLE, IN THE CENTRE; ITS WIDTH FOUR CUBITS ON EACH SIDE AROUND WHICH THE STAIRS WIND... XXXI IN THE UPPER CHAMBER OF [THIS] HOUSE YOU SHALL MAKE A GATE OPENING TO THE ROOF OF THE TEMPLE AND A WAY (SHALL BE) MADE THROUGH THIS GATE TOWARDS THE ENTRANCE...OF THE TEMPLE BY WHICH ONE CAN REACH THE UPPER CHAMBER OF THE TEMPLE. OVERLAY WITH GOLD ALL THIS STAIRHOUSE, ITS WALLS, ITS GATES AND ITS ROOF, FROM INSIDE [AND FROM] OUTSIDE, ITS COLUMN AND ITS STAIRS. [YOU] SHALL DO EVERYTHING AS I TELL YOU. YOU SHALL MAKE A SQUARE HOUSE FOR THE LAVER IN THE SOUTH-EAST, ON ALL ITS SIDES, (EACH) TWENTY-ONE CUBITS; FIFTY CUBITS DISTANT FROM THE ALTAR. THE WIDTH OF THE WALL SHALL BE FOUR CUBITS, AND THE HEIGHT TWENTY CUBITS...MAKE GATES FOR IT ON THE EAST, ON THE NORTH AND ON THE WEST. THE WIDTH OF THE GATES SHALL BE FOUR CUBITS AND THE HEIGHT SEVEN XXXII ...YOU SHALL MAKE IN THE WALL OF THIS HOUSE, ON THE INSIDE, RECESSES, AND IN THEM...ONE-CUBIT (IN) WIDTH AND THEIR HEIGHT FOUR CUBITS ABOVE THE GROUND. THEY SHALL BE OVERLAID WITH GOLD ON WHICH THEY SHALL PLACE THEIR CLOTHES WHICH THEY HAVE WORN ON ARRIVAL. ABOVE THE HOUSE OF THE...WHEN THEY COME TO MINISTER IN THE SANCTUARY. YOU SHALL MAKE A TRENCH AROUND THE LAVER BESIDE ITS HOUSE AND THE TRENCH SHALL GO [FROM THE HOUSE OF] THE LAVER TO A CAVITY. IT SHALL DESCEND [RAPID]LY TO THE GROUND WHERE THE WATER SHALL FLOW AND DISAPPEAR. IT SHALL NOT BE TOUCHED BY ANY MAN FOR IT IS MINGLED WITH THE BLOOD OF THE HOLOCAUST. XXXIII THEY SHALL SANCTIFY MY PEOPLE IN THE SACRED VESTMENTS WHICH...YOU SHALL MAKE A HOUSE EAST OF THE HOUSE OF THE LAVER ACCORDING TO THE MEASUREMENT OF THE HOUSE OF THE BASIN. ITS WALL SHALL BE AT A DISTANCE OF SEVEN CUBITS FROM THE WALL OF THE HOUSE OF THE LAVER. ITS WHOLE BUILDING AND RAFTERS SHALL BE LIKE (THOSE OF) THE HOUSE OF THE LAVER. IT SHALL HAVE TWO GATES ON THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH, ONE OPPOSITE THE OTHER, ACCORDING TO THE MEASUREMENT OF THE GATES OF THE HOUSE OF THE LAVER. INSIDE ALL THE WALLS OF THIS HOUSE SHALL HAVE APERTURES, THEIR WIDTH (AND DEPTH) TWO CUBITS EACH AND THEIR HEIGHT FOUR (?) WITH WHICH THE ENTRAILS AND THE FEET ARE RAISED TO THE ALTAR. WHEN THEY HAVE COMPLETED THE SENDING UP IN SMOKE XXXIV ...THEY CLOSE THE WHEELS AND...AND TIE THE HORNS OF THE YOUNG BULLS TO THE RINGS AND...BY THE RINGS. AFTERWARDS THEY SHALL SLAUGHTER THEM AND COLLECT [THE BLOOD] IN BOWLS AND TOSS IT AROUND THE ALTAR BASE. THEY SHALL OPEN THE WHEELS AND STRIP THE SKIN OF THE YOUNG BULLS FROM THEIR FLESH AND CUT THEM UP INTO PIECES, SALT THE PIECES, WASH THE ENTRAILS AND THE LEGS, SALT THEM AND SEND THEM UP IN SMOKE ON THE FIRE WHICH IS ON THE ALTAR, EACH YOUNG BULL WITH ITS PIECES BESIDE IT AND THE CORRESPONDING GRAIN-OFFERING OF FINE FLOUR ON IT, THE WINE OF THE DRINK-OFFERING BESIDE IT AND SOME OF IT ON IT. THE PRIESTS, THE SONS OF AARON, SHALL SEND EVERYTHING UP IN SMOKE ON THE ALTAR, AN OFFERING BY FIRE, OF SOOTHING ODOUR BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. YOU SHALL MAKE CHAINS HANGING FROM THE RAFTERS OF THE TWELVE COLUMNS XXXV ...WHOEVER IS NOT A PRIEST SHALL DIE, AND WHOEVER...A PRIEST WHO SHALL COME...AND HE IS NOT CLOTHED IN THE [HOLY] VESTMENTS IN WHICH HE WAS ORDAINED, THEY TOO SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH AND SHALL NOT PROFANE THE SANCTUARY OF THEIR GOD, THUS INCURRING THE INIQUITY OF MORTAL GUILT. YOU SHALL SANCTIFY THE ENVIRONS OF THE ALTAR, THE TEMPLE, THE LAVER AND THE COLONNADE AND THEY SHALL BE MOST HOLY FOR EVER AND EVER. YOU SHALL MAKE A PLACE WEST OF THE TEMPLE, A COLONNADE OF PILLARS STANDING AROUND FOR THE SIN-OFFERINGS AND THE GUILT-OFFERINGS, DIVIDED FROM ONE ANOTHER, THE SIN-OFFERINGS OF THE PRIESTS, THE HE-GOATS, AND THE SIN-OFFERINGS OF THE PEOPLE AND THEIR GUILT-OFFERINGS. NONE OF THESE SHALL BE MINGLED ONE WITH ANOTHER, FOR THEIR PLACES SHALL BE DIVIDED FROM ONE ANOTHER IN ORDER THAT THE PRIESTS MAY NOT ERR CONCERNING ALL THE SINOFFERINGS OF THE PEOPLE, AND ALL THE RAMS (?) OF THE GUILT-OFFERINGS, (THUS) INCURRING THE SIN OF GUILT. THE BIRDS FOR THE ALTAR: HE SHALL PREPARE TURTLEDOVES XXXVI ...FROM THE CORNER OF...TO THE CORNER OF THE GATE, ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY CUBITS. THE GATE (SHALL BE) FORTY [CUBITS] WIDE. EACH SIDE SHALL BE ACCORDING TO THIS MEASUREMENT. THE WIDTH OF ITS WALL SHALL BE SEVEN CUBITS, [AND] ITS HEIGHT FORTY-FIVE CUBITS TO THE RAFTERS OF ITS ROOF. THE WIDTH OF ITS CHAMBERS (SHALL BE) TWENTY-SIX CUBITS FROM CORNER TO CORNER. THE GATES OF ENTRANCE AND EXIT: THE GATE SHALL BE FOURTEEN CUBITS WIDE AND [TW]ENTY-EIGHT CUBITS HIGH FROM THE THRESHOLD TO THE LINTEL. THE HEIGHT OF THE RAFTERS ABOVE THE LINTEL SHALL BE FOURTEEN CUBITS. (THE GATE SHALL BE) ROOFED WITH A PANELLING OF CEDAR WOOD OVERLAID WITH PURE GOLD. ITS DOORS SHALL BE OVERLAID WITH FINE GOLD. FROM THE CORNER OF THE GATE TO THE SECOND ANGLE OF THE COURTYARD, (THERE SHALL BE) ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY CUBITS. THUS, SHALL BE THE MEASUREMENT OF ALL THESE GATES OF THE INNER COURTYARD. THE GATES SHALL LEAD INSIDE INTO THE COURTYARD. XXXVII YOU SHALL MAKE INSIDE THE COURTYARD SEATS FOR THE PRIESTS, AND TABLES IN FRONT OF THE SEATS, IN THE INNER COLONNADE BY THE OUTER WALL OF THE COURTYARD, PLACES MADE FOR THE PRIESTS AND THEIR SACRIFICES, FOR THE FIRSTFRUITS AND THE TITHES, FOR THEIR PEACE-OFFERING SACRIFICES WHICH THEY SHALL SACRIFICE. THE SACRIFICES OF THE PEACE-OFFERINGS OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHALL NOT BE MINGLED WITH THE SACRIFICES OF THE PRIESTS. IN THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE COURTYARD YOU SHALL MAKE FOR THEM A PLACE FOR COOKING-STOVES WHERE THEY SHALL SEETHE THEIR SACRIFICES [AND] SINOFFERINGS. XXXVIII ...THERE THEY SHALL EAT...THE BIRD, THE TURTLE-DOVE AND THE YOUNG PIGEONS...YOU SHALL MAKE A SECOND COURTYARD AROUND THE INNER [COURTYARD], ONE HUNDRED CUBITS WIDE, AND FOUR HUNDRED AND EIGHTY CUBITS LONG ON THE EAST SIDE, AND THUS SHALL BE THE WIDTH AND LENGTH OF ALL ITS SIDES: TO THE SOUTH, TO THE WEST AND TO THE NORTH. ITS WALL SHALL BE FOUR CUBITS WIDE AND TWENTY-EIGHT CUBITS HIGH. CHAMBERS SHALL BE MADE IN THE WALL OUTSIDE AND BETWEEN EACH CHAMBER THERE SHALL BE THREE-AND-A-HALF CUBITS XXXIX ...THAT ALL THE CONGREGATION OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL MAY BOW DOWN BEFORE ME...NO WOMAN SHALL COME THERE, NOR A CHILD UNTIL THE DAY THAT HE HAS FULFILLED THE RULE... [AND HAS PAID FOR] HIMSELF [A RANSOM] TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], HALF A SHEKEL, AN ETERNAL RULE, A MEMORIAL WHEREVER THEY DWELL. THE SHEKEL (CONSISTS OF) TWENTY GERAHS. WHEN THEY SHALL COLLECT FROM HIM THE HALF-SHEKEL...TO ME. AFTERWARDS THEY SHALL ENTER FROM THE AGE OF TWENTY...THE NAMES OF THE GATES OF THIS COURTYARD SHALL BE ACCORDING TO THE NAMES OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL: SIMEON, LEVI AND JUDAH IN THE EAST; REUBEN, JOSEPH AND BENJAMIN IN THE SOUTH; ISSACHAR, ZEBULUN AND GAD IN THE WEST; DAN, NAPHTALI AND ASHER IN THE NORTH. BETWEEN EACH GATE THE MEASUREMENT (SHALL BE): FROM THE NORTH-EASTERN CORNER TO THE GATE OF SIMEON, NINETYNINE CUBITS, AND THE GATE TWENTY-EIGHT CUBITS. FROM THIS GATE OF SIMEON TO THE GATE OF LEVI, NINETY-NINE CUBITS, AND THE GATE, TWENTY-EIGHT CUBITS. FROM THE GATE OF LEVI TO THE GATE OF JUDAH XL ...YOU SHALL MAKE A THIRD COURTYARD...TO THEIR DAUGHTERS AND TO THE STRANGERS WHO [WERE] BORN...WIDE AROUND THE MIDDLE COURTYARD...IN LENGTH ABOUT ONE THOUSAND SIX [HUNDRED] CUBITS FROM ONE CORNER TO THE NEXT. EACH SIDE SHALL BE ACCORDING TO THIS MEASUREMENT: ON THE EAST, THE SOUTH, THE WEST AND THE NORTH. THE WALL SHALL BE SEVEN CUBITS WIDE AND FORTY-NINE CUBITS HIGH. CHAMBERS SHALL BE MADE BETWEEN ITS GATES ALONG THE FOUNDATION AS FAR UP AS ITS ‘CROWNS’ (= CRENELLATIONS: YADIN). THERE SHALL BE THREE GATES IN THE EAST, THREE IN THE SOUTH, THREE IN THE WEST AND THREE IN THE NORTH. THE GATES SHALL BE FIFTY CUBITS WIDE AND THEIR HEIGHT SEVENTY CUBITS. BETWEEN ONE GATE AND ANOTHER THERE SHALL BE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY CUBITS. FROM THE CORNER TO THE GATE OF SIMEON, THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY CUBITS. FROM THE GATE OF SIMEON TO THE GATE OF LEVI, LIKEWISE. FROM THE GATE OF LEVI TO THE GATE OF JUDAH, LIKEWISE THREE [HUNDRED AND] SIXTY (CUBITS). XLI ...FROM THE GATE OF ISSACHAR [TO THE GATE OF ZEBULUN, THREE] HUNDRED [AND SIXTY] CUBITS. FROM THE GATE OF ZEBULUN TO THE GATE OF GAD, THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY CUBITS. FROM THE GATE OF GAD TO THE NORTHERN CORNER, THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY CUBITS. FROM THIS CORNER TO THE GATE OF DAN: THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY CUBITS. THUS, FROM THE GATE OF DAN TO THE GATE OF NAPHTALI, THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY CUBITS. FROM THE GATE OF NAPHTALI TO THE GATE OF ASHER, THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY CUBITS. FROM THE GATE OF ASHER TO THE EASTERN CORNER, THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY CUBITS. THE GATES SHALL JUT OUTWARDS FROM THE WALL OF THE COURTYARD SEVEN CUBITS, AND EXTEND INWARDS FROM THE WALL TO THE COURTYARD THIRTY-SIX CUBITS. THE ENTRANCE OF THE GATE SHALL BE FOURTEEN CUBITS WIDE AND TWENTY-EIGHT CUBITS HIGH UP TO THE LINTEL. THE RAFTERS AT THE DOORWAYS (?) SHALL BE OF CEDAR WOOD AND OVERLAID WITH GOLD. THE DOORS SHALL BE OVERLAID WITH PURE GOLD. BETWEEN EACH GATE INWARDS YOU SHALL MAKE STOREHOUSES, XLII [ROOMS AND COLONNADES.] THE ROOM SHALL BE TEN CUBITS WIDE, TWENTY CUBITS LONG, AND FOURTEEN CUBITS HIGH...WITH CEDAR WOOD. THE WALL SHALL BE TWO CUBITS WIDE. ON THE OUTSIDE THERE SHALL BE STOREHOUSES. [THE STOREHOUSE SHALL BE TEN CUBITS WIDE AND] TWENTY CUBITS [LONG]. THE WALL SHALL BE TWO CUBITS WIDE [AND FOURTEEN CUBITS HIGH] UP TO THE LINTEL. ITS ENTRANCE SHALL BE THREE CUBITS WIDE. [YOU SHALL MAKE IN THIS WAY] ALL THE STOREHOUSES AND THE [CORRESPONDING] ROOMS. THE COLONNADE...SHALL BE TEN CUBITS WIDE. BETWEEN EACH GATE YOU SHALL MAKE EIGHTEEN STOREHOUSES AND THE CORRESPONDING EIGHTEEN ROOMS...YOU SHALL MAKE A STAIRCASE NEXT TO THE WALLS OF THE GATES TOWARDS THE COLONNADE. WINDING STAIRS SHALL GO UP TO THE SECOND AND THIRD COLONNADES AND TO THE ROOF. YOU SHALL BUILD STOREHOUSES AND CORRESPONDING ROOMS AND COLONNADES AS ON THE GROUND FLOOR. THE SECOND AND THE THIRD (LEVELS) SHALL FOLLOW THE MEASUREMENT OF THE LOWER ONE. ON THE ROOF OF THE THIRD YOU SHALL MAKE PILLARS ROOFED WITH RAFTERS FROM ONE PILLAR TO THE NEXT (PROVIDING) A PLACE FOR TABERNACLES. THE (PILLARS) SHALL BE EIGHT CUBITS HIGH AND THE TABERNACLES SHALL BE MADE ON THEIR (ROOF) EACH YEAR AT THE FEAST OF THE TABERNACLES FOR THE ELDERS OF THE CONGREGATION, FOR THE PRINCES, THE HEADS OF THE FATHERS’ HOUSES OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, THE CAPTAINS OF THE THOUSANDS, THE CAPTAINS OF THE HUNDREDS, WHO WILL ASCEND AND DWELL THERE UNTIL THE SACRIFICING OF THE HOLOCAUST ON THE FESTIVAL WHICH IS THE FEAST OF THE TABERNACLES, EACH YEAR. BETWEEN EACH GATE THERE SHALL BE XLIII ...ON THE DAYS OF THE FIRSTFRUITS OF THE CORN, OF THE WINE (TIROSH) AND THE OIL, AND AT THE FESTIVAL OF THE OFFERING OF WOOD. ON THESE DAYS (THE TITHE) SHALL BE EATEN. THEY SHALL NOT PUT ASIDE ANYTHING FROM IT FROM ONE YEAR TO ANOTHER. FOR THEY SHALL EAT IT IN THIS MANNER. FROM THE FEAST OF THE FIRSTFRUITS OF THE CORN OF WHEAT THEY SHALL EAT THE CORN UNTIL THE NEXT YEAR, UNTIL THE FEAST OF THE FIRSTFRUITS, AND (THEY SHALL DRINK) THE WINE FROM THE DAY OF THE FESTIVAL OF WINE UNTIL THE NEXT YEAR, UNTIL THE DAY OF THE FESTIVAL OF THE WINE, AND (THEY SHALL EAT) THE OIL FROM ITS FESTIVAL, UNTIL THE NEXT YEAR, UNTIL THE FESTIVAL, THE DAY OF OFFERING THE NEW OIL ON THE ALTAR. WHATEVER IS LEFT (TO LAST BEYOND) THEIR FESTIVALS SHALL BE SANCTIFIED BY BEING BURNT WITH FIRE. IT SHALL NO LONGER BE EATEN FOR IT IS HOLY. THOSE WHO LIVE WITHIN A DISTANCE OF THREE DAYS’ WALK FROM THE SANCTUARY SHALL BRING WHATEVER THEY CAN BRING. IF THEY CANNOT CARRY IT, THEY SHALL SELL IT FOR MONEY AND BUY WITH IT CORN, WINE, OIL, CATTLE AND SHEEP, AND SHALL EAT THEM ON THE DAYS OF THE FESTIVALS. ON WORKING DAYS, THEY SHALL NOT EAT FROM THIS IN THEIR WEARINESS FOR IT IS HOLY. ON THE HOLY DAYS IT SHALL BE EATEN, BUT IT SHALL NOT BE EATEN ON WORKING DAYS. XLIV ...YOU SHALL ALLOT THE ROOMS AND THE CORRESPONDING CHAMBERS. FROM THE GATE OF SIMEON TO THE GATE OF JUDAH SHALL BE FOR THE PRIESTS...ALL THAT IS TO THE RIGHT AND TO THE LEFT OF THE GATE OF LEVI, YOU SHALL ALLOT TO AARON, YOUR BROTHER, ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHT ROOMS AND CORRESPONDING CHAMBERS AND TWO TABERNACLES WHICH ARE ON THE ROOF. (YOU SHALL ALLOT) TO THE SONS OF JUDAH (THE AREA) FROM THE GATE OF JUDAH TO THE CORNER: FIFTY-FOUR ROOMS AND CORRESPONDING CHAMBERS AND THE TABERNACLE THAT IS OVER THEM. (YOU SHALL ALLOT) TO THE SONS OF SIMEON (THE AREA) FROM THE GATE OF SIMEON TO THE SECOND CORNER: THEIR ROOMS, THE CORRESPONDING CHAMBERS AND TABERNACLES. (YOU SHALL ALLOT) TO THE SONS OF REUBEN (THE AREA) FROM THE CORNER WHICH IS BESIDE THE SONS OF JUDAH TO THE GATE OF REUBEN: FIFTY-TWO ROOMS AND THE CORRESPONDING CHAMBERS AND TABERNACLES. (THE AREA) FROM THE GATE OF REUBEN TO THE GATE OF JOSEPH (YOU SHALL ALLOT) TO THE SONS OF JOSEPH, TO EPHRAIM AND MANASSEH. (THE AREA) FROM THE GATE OF JOSEPH TO THE GATE OF BENJAMIN (YOU SHALL ALLOT) TO THE SONS OF KOHATH FROM THE LEVITES. (THE AREA) FROM THE GATE OF BENJAMIN TO THE WESTERN CORNER (YOU SHALL ALLOT) TO THE SONS OF BENJAMIN. (THE AREA) FROM THIS CORNER TO THE GATE OF ISSACHAR (YOU SHALL ALLOT) TO THE SONS OF ISSACHAR. (THE AREA) FROM THE GATE (OF ISSACHAR) XLV...THE SECOND (= INCOMING) [PRIESTLY COURSE] SHALL ENTER ON THE LEFT...AND THE FIRST (= OUTGOING) SHALL LEAVE ON THE RIGHT. THEY SHALL NOT MINGLE WITH ONE ANOTHER NOR THEIR VESSELS. [EACH] PRIESTLY COURSE SHALL COME TO ITS PLACE AND THEY SHALL STAY THERE. ONE SHALL ARRIVE AND THE OTHER LEAVE ON THE EIGHTH DAY. THEY SHALL CLEAN THE ROOMS, ONE AFTER THE OTHER, WHEN THE FIRST (PRIESTLY COURSE) LEAVES. THERE SHALL BE NO MINGLING THERE. NO MAN WHO HAS HAD A NOCTURNAL EMISSION SHALL ENTER THE SANCTUARY AT ALL UNTIL THREE DAYS HAVE ELAPSED. HE SHALL WASH HIS GARMENTS AND BATHE ON THE FIRST DAY AND ON THE THIRD DAY HE SHALL WASH HIS GARMENTS AND BATHE, AND AFTER SUNSET HE SHALL ENTER THE SANCTUARY. THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY SANCTUARY IN THEIR IMPURE UNCLEANNESS AND RENDER IT UNCLEAN. NO MAN WHO HAS HAD SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WITH HIS WIFE SHALL ENTER ANYWHERE INTO THE CITY OF THE SANCTUARY WHERE I CAUSE MY NAME TO ABIDE, FOR THREE DAYS. NO BLIND MAN SHALL ENTER IT IN ALL HIS DAYS AND SHALL NOT PROFANE THE CITY WHERE I ABIDE, FOR I, YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], ABIDE AMONGST THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL FOR EVER AND EVER. WHOEVER IS TO PURIFY HIMSELF OF HIS FLUX SHALL COUNT SEVEN DAYS FOR HIS PURIFICATION. HE SHALL WASH HIS GARMENTS ON THE SEVENTH DAY AND BATHE HIS WHOLE BODY IN RUNNING WATER. AFTERWARDS HE SHALL ENTER THE CITY OF THE SANCTUARY. NO ONE UNCLEAN THROUGH CONTACT WITH A CORPSE SHALL ENTER THERE UNTIL HE HAS PURIFIED HIMSELF. NO LEPER NOR ANY MAN SMITTEN (IN HIS BODY) SHALL ENTER THERE UNTIL HE HAS PURIFIED HIMSELF AND HAS OFFERED... XLVI ...NO UNCLEAN BIRD SHALL FLY OVER [MY] SANCTUARY...THE ROOFS OF THE GATES...THE OUTER COURTYARD...BE IN MY SANCTUARY FOR EVER AND EVER ALL THE TIME THAT I [ABIDE] AMONG THEM. YOU SHALL MAKE A TERRACE ROUND ABOUT, OUTSIDE THE OUTER COURTYARD, FOURTEEN CUBITS WIDE LIKE THE ENTRANCES OF ALL THE GATES. YOU SHALL MAKE TWELVE STEPS (LEADING) TO IT BY WHICH THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHALL ASCEND THERE TO ENTER MY SANCTUARY. YOU SHALL MAKE A ONE-HUNDRED-CUBITS-WIDE DITCH AROUND THE SANCTUARY WHICH SHALL DIVIDE THE HOLY SANCTUARY FROM THE CITY SO THAT NO ONE CAN RUSH INTO MY SANCTUARY AND DEFILE IT. THEY SHALL SANCTIFY MY SANCTUARY AND HOLD IT IN AWE BECAUSE I ABIDE AMONG THEM. YOU SHALL MAKE FOR THEM LATRINES [SHITERS] OUTSIDE THE CITY WHERE THEY SHALL GO OUT, NORTH-WEST OF THE CITY. THESE SHALL BE ROOFED HOUSES WITH HOLES IN THEM INTO WHICH THE FILTH SHALL GO DOWN. IT SHALL BE FAR ENOUGH NOT TO BE VISIBLE FROM THE CITY, (AT) THREE THOUSAND CUBITS. YOU SHALL MAKE THREE AREAS TO THE EAST OF THE CITY, DIVIDED FROM ONE ANOTHER, WHERE THE LEPERS, THOSE SUFFERING FROM A FLUX AND MEN WHO HAVE HAD A (NOCTURNAL) EMISSION XLVII ...THEIR CITIES [SHALL BE] PURE...FOR EVER. THE CITY WHICH I WILL SANCTIFY, CAUSING MY NAME AND [MY] SANCTUAR[Y] TO ABIDE [IN IT], SHALL BE HOLY AND PURE OF ALL IMPURITY WITH WHICH THEY CAN BECOME IMPURE. WHATEVER IS IN IT SHALL BE PURE. WHATEVER ENTERS IT SHALL BE PURE: WINE, OIL, ALL FOOD AND ALL MOISTENED (FOOD) SHALL BE CLEAN. NO SKIN OF CLEAN ANIMALS SLAUGHTERED IN THEIR CITIES SHALL BE BROUGHT THERE (TO THE CITY OF THE SANCTUARY). BUT IN THEIR CITIES, THEY MAY USE THEM FOR ANY WORK THEY NEED. BUT THEY SHALL NOT BRING THEM TO THE CITY OF MY SANCTUARY, FOR THE PURITY OF THE SKIN CORRESPONDS TO THAT OF THE FLESH. YOU SHALL NOT PROFANE THE CITY WHERE I CAUSE MY NAME AND MY SANCTUARY TO ABIDE. FOR IT IS IN THE SKINS (OF ANIMALS) SLAUGHTERED IN THE SANCTUARY THAT THEY SHALL BRING THEIR WINE AND OIL AND ALL THEIR FOOD TO THE CITY OF MY SANCTUARY. THEY SHALL NOT POLLUTE MY SANCTUARY WITH THE SKINS OF ANIMALS SLAUGHTERED IN THEIR COUNTRY WHICH ARE TAINTED (= UNFIT FOR THE TEMPLE). YOU CANNOT RENDER ANY CITY AMONG YOUR CITIES AS PURE AS MY CITY, FOR THE PURITY OF THE SKIN OF THE ANIMAL CORRESPONDS TO THE PURITY OF ITS FLESH. IF YOU SLAUGHTER IT IN MY SANCTUARY, IT SHALL BE PURE FOR MY SANCTUARY, BUT IF YOU SLAUGHTER IT IN YOUR CITIES, IT SHALL BE PURE (ONLY) FOR YOUR CITIES. WHATEVER IS PURE FOR THE SANCTUARY, SHALL BE BROUGHT IN SKINS (FIT) FOR THE SANCTUARY, AND YOU SHALL NOT PROFANE MY SANCTUARY AND MY CITY WHERE I ABIDE WITH TAINTED SKINS. XLVIII ...THE CORMORANT, THE STORK, EVERY KIND OF [HERON,] THE HOOPOE AND THE BAT...YOU MAY EAT [THE FOLLOWING] FLYING [INSECTS]: EVERY KIND OF GREAT LOCUST, EVERY KIND OF LONG-HEADED LOCUST, EVERY KIND OF GREEN LOCUST, AND EVERY KIND OF DESERT LOCUST. THESE ARE AMONG THE FLYING INSECTS WHICH YOU MAY EAT: THOSE WHICH WALK ON FOUR LEGS AND HAVE LEGS JOINTED ABOVE THEIR FEET TO LEAP WITH THEM ON THE GROUND AND WINGS TO FLY WITH. YOU SHALL NOT EAT THE CARCASS OF ANY BIRD OR BEAST BUT MAY SELL IT TO A FOREIGNER. YOU SHALL NOT EAT ANY ABOMINABLE THING, FOR YOU ARE A HOLY PEOPLE TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], YOUR GOD. YOU ARE THE SONS OF YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], YOUR GOD. YOU SHALL NOT GASH YOURSELVES OR SHAVE YOUR FORELOCKS IN MOURNING FOR THE DEAD, NOR SHALL YOU TATTOO YOURSELVES, FOR YOU ARE A HOLY PEOPLE TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], YOUR GOD. YOU SHALL NOT PROFANE YOUR LAND. YOU SHALL NOT DO AS THE NATIONS DO; THEY BURY THEIR DEAD EVERYWHERE, THEY BURY THEM EVEN IN THEIR HOUSES. RATHER YOU SHALL SET APART AREAS IN THE MIDST OF YOUR LAND WHERE YOU SHALL BURY YOUR DEAD. BETWEEN FOUR CITIES YOU SHALL DESIGNATE AN AREA FOR BURIAL. IN EVERY CITY YOU SHALL SET ASIDE AREAS FOR THOSE STRICKEN WITH LEPROSY, WITH PLAGUE AND WITH SCAB, WHO SHALL NOT ENTER YOUR CITIES AND PROFANE THEM, AND ALSO FOR THOSE WHO SUFFER FROM A [BLOODY] FLUX; AND FOR MENSTRUATING WOMEN, AND WOMEN AFTER CHILDBIRTH, SO THAT THEY MAY NOT CAUSE DEFILEMENT IN THEIR MIDST BY THEIR IMPURE UNCLEANNESS. THE LEPER SUFFERING FROM CHRONIC LEPROSY OR SCAB, WHO HAS BEEN PRONOUNCED UNCLEAN BY THE PRIEST XLIX ...WITH CEDAR WOOD, HYSSOP AND... YOUR CITIES WITH THE PLAGUE OF LEPROSY AND THEY SHALL BE UNCLEAN. IF A MAN DIES IN YOUR CITIES, THE HOUSE IN WHICH THE DEAD MAN HAS DIED SHALL BE UNCLEAN FOR SEVEN DAYS. WHATEVER IS IN THE HOUSE AND WHOEVER ENTERS THE HOUSE SHALL BE UNCLEAN FOR SEVEN DAYS. ANY FOOD ON WHICH WATER HAS BEEN POURED SHALL BE UNCLEAN, ANYTHING MOISTENED SHALL BE UNCLEAN. EARTHENWARE VESSELS SHALL BE UNCLEAN AND WHATEVER THEY CONTAIN SHALL BE UNCLEAN FOR EVERY CLEAN MAN. THE OPEN (VESSELS) SHALL BE UNCLEAN FOR EVERY ISRAELITE (WITH) WHATEVER IS MOISTENED IN THEM. ON THE DAY WHEN THE BODY IS REMOVED FROM THERE, THEY SHALL CLEANSE THE HOUSE OF ALL POLLUTION OF OIL, WINE AND WATER MOISTURE. THEY SHALL RUB ITS (THE HOUSE’S) FLOOR, WALLS AND DOORS AND SHALL WASH WITH WATER THE BOLTS, DOORPOSTS, THRESHOLDS AND LINTELS. ON THE DAY WHEN THE BODY IS REMOVED FROM THERE, THEY SHALL PURIFY THE HOUSE AND ALL ITS UTENSILS, HAND-MILLS AND MORTARS, ALL UTENSILS OF WOOD, IRON AND BRONZE AND ALL UTENSILS CAPABLE OF PURIFICATION. CLOTHES, SACKS AND SKINS SHALL BE WASHED. AS FOR THE PEOPLE, WHOEVER HAS BEEN IN THE HOUSE OR HAS ENTERED THE HOUSE SHALL BATHE IN WATER AND SHALL WASH HIS CLOTHES ON THE FIRST DAY. ON THE THIRD DAY THEY SHALL SPRINKLE PURIFYING WATER ON THEM AND SHALL BATHE. THEY SHALL WASH THEIR GARMENTS AND ALL THE UTENSILS IN THE HOUSE. ON THE SEVENTH DAY THEY SHALL SPRINKLE (THEM) A SECOND TIME. THEY SHALL BATHE, WASH THEIR CLOTHES AND UTENSILS AND SHALL BE CLEAN BY THE EVENING OF (THE IMPURITY CONTRACTED) FROM THE DEAD SO AS TO (BE FIT TO) TOUCH THEIR PURE THINGS. AS FOR A MAN WHO HAS NOT BEEN RENDERED UNCLEAN ON ACCOUNT OF L... THEY HAVE BEEN UNCLEAN. NO LONGER...UNTIL THEY HAVE SPRINKLED (THEM) THE SECOND [TIME] ON THE SEVENTH DAY AND SHALL BE CLEAN BY THE EVENING AT SUNSET. WHOEVER TOUCHES THE BONE OF A DEAD PERSON IN THE FIELDS, OR ONE SLAIN BY THE SWORD, OR A DEAD BODY OR THE BLOOD OF A DEAD PERSON, OR A TOMB, HE SHALL PURIFY HIMSELF ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THIS STATUTE. BUT IF HE DOES NOT PURIFY HIMSELF ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE OF THIS LAW, HE IS UNCLEAN, HIS UNCLEANNESS BEING STILL IN HIM. WHOEVER TOUCHES HIM MUST WASH HIS CLOTHES, BATHE AND HE SHALL BE CLEAN BY THE EVENING. IF A WOMAN IS WITH CHILD AND IT DIES IN HER WOMB, AS LONG AS IT IS DEAD IN HER, SHE SHALL BE UNCLEAN LIKE A TOMB. ANY HOUSE THAT SHE ENTERS SHALL BE UNCLEAN WITH ALL ITS UTENSILS FOR SEVEN DAYS. WHOEVER TOUCHES IT SHALL BE UNCLEAN TILL THE EVENING. IF ANYONE ENTERS THE HOUSE WITH HER, HE SHALL BE UNCLEAN FOR SEVEN DAYS. HE SHALL WASH HIS CLOTHES AND BATHE IN WATER ON THE FIRST (DAY). ON THE THIRD DAY HE SHALL SPRINKLE AND WASH HIS CLOTHES AND BATHE. ON THE SEVENTH DAY HE SHALL SPRINKLE A SECOND TIME AND WASH HIS CLOTHES AND BATHE. AT SUNSET HE SHALL BE CLEAN. AS FOR ALL THE UTENSILS, CLOTHES, SKINS AND ALL THE MATERIALS MADE OF GOAT’S HAIR, YOU SHALL DEAL WITH THEM ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE OF THIS LAW. ALL EARTHENWARE VESSELS SHALL BE BROKEN FOR THEY ARE UNCLEAN AND CAN NO MORE BE PURIFIED EVER. ALL CREATURES THAT TEEM ON THE GROUND YOU SHALL PROCLAIM UNCLEAN: THE WEASEL, THE MOUSE, EVERY KIND OF LIZARD, THE WALL GECKO, THE SAND GECKO, THE GREAT LIZARD AND THE CHAMELEON. WHOEVER TOUCHES THEM DEAD LI...AND WHATEVER COMES OUT OF THEM...SHALL BE UNCLEAN [TO YOU.] YOU SHALL [NOT] RENDER YOURSELVES UNCLEAN BY THEM. WHOEVER TOUCHES THEM DEAD SHALL BE UNCLEAN UNTIL THE EVENING. HE SHALL WASH HIS CLOTHES AND BATHE IN WATER AND AT SUNSET HE SHALL BE CLEAN. WHOEVER CARRIES ANY OF THEIR BONES, THEIR CARCASS, SKIN, FLESH OR CLAW SHALL WASH HIS CLOTHES AND BATHE IN WATER. AFTER SUNSET HE SHALL BE CLEAN. YOU SHALL FOREWARN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL ABOUT ALL THE IMPURITIES. THEY SHALL NOT RENDER THEMSELVES UNCLEAN BY THOSE OF WHICH I TELL YOU ON THIS MOUNTAIN AND THEY SHALL NOT BE UNCLEAN. FOR I, YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], ABIDE AMONG THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. YOU SHALL SANCTIFY THEM AND THEY SHALL BE HOLY. THEY SHALL NOT RENDER THEMSELVES ABOMINABLE BY ANYTHING THAT I HAVE SEPARATED FOR THEM AS UNCLEAN AND THEY SHALL BE HOLY. YOU SHALL ESTABLISH JUDGES AND OFFICERS IN ALL YOUR TOWNS AND THEY SHALL JUDGE THE PEOPLE WITH JUST JUDGEMENT. THEY SHALL NOT BE PARTIAL IN (THEIR) JUDGEMENT. THEY SHALL NOT ACCEPT BRIBES, NOR SHALL THEY TWIST JUDGEMENT, FOR THE BRIBE TWISTS JUDGEMENT, OVERTURNS THE WORKS OF JUSTICE, BLINDS THE EYES OF THE WISE, PRODUCES GREAT GUILT, AND PROFANES THE HOUSE BY THE INIQUITY OF SIN. JUSTICE AND JUSTICE ALONE SHALL YOU PURSUE THAT YOU MAY LIVE AND COME TO INHERIT THE LAND THAT I GIVE YOU TO INHERIT FOR ALL DAYS. THE MAN WHO ACCEPTS BRIBES AND TWISTS JUST JUDGEMENT SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH. YOU SHALL NOT BE AFRAID TO EXECUTE HIM. YOU SHALL NOT DO IN YOUR LAND AS THE NATIONS DO. EVERYWHERE THEY SACRIFICE, PLANT SACRED TREES, ERECT SACRED PILLARS AND SET UP CARVED STONES TO BOW DOWN BEFORE THEM AND BUILD FOR THEM LII ...YOU SHALL NOT PLANT [ANY TREE AS A SACRED TREE BESIDE MY ALTAR TO BE MADE BY YOU.] YOU SHALL NOT ERECT A SACRED PILLAR [THAT IS HATEFUL TO ME.] YOU SHALL NOT MAKE ANYWHERE IN YOUR LAND A CARVED STONE TO BOW DOWN BEFORE IT. YOU SHALL NOT SACRIFICE TO ME ANY CATTLE OR SHEEP WITH A GRAVE BLEMISH, FOR THEY ARE ABOMINABLE TO ME. YOU SHALL NOT SACRIFICE TO ME ANY CATTLE OR SHEEP OR GOAT THAT IS PREGNANT, FOR THIS WOULD BE AN ABOMINATION TO ME. YOU SHALL NOT SLAUGHTER A COW OR A, EWE AND ITS YOUNG ON THE SAME DAY, NEITHER SHALL YOU KILL A MOTHER WITH HER YOUNG. OF ALL THE FIRSTLINGS BORN TO YOUR CATTLE OR SHEEP, YOU SHALL SANCTIFY FOR ME THE MALE ANIMALS. YOU SHALL NOT USE THE FIRSTLING OF YOUR CATTLE FOR WORK, NOR SHALL YOU SHEAR THE FIRSTLING OF YOUR SMALL CATTLE. YOU SHALL EAT IT BEFORE ME EVERY YEAR IN THE PLACE THAT I SHALL CHOOSE. SHOULD IT BE BLEMISHED, BEING LAME OR BLIND OR (AFFLICTED WITH) ANY GRAVE BLEMISH, YOU SHALL NOT SACRIFICE IT TO ME. IT IS WITHIN YOUR TOWNS THAT YOU SHALL EAT IT. THE UNCLEAN AND THE CLEAN AMONG YOU TOGETHER (MAY EAT IT) LIKE A GAZELLE OR A DEER. IT IS THE BLOOD ALONE THAT YOU SHALL NOT EAT. YOU SHALL SPILL IT ON THE GROUND LIKE WATER AND COVER IT WITH DUST. YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE AN OX WHILE IT IS THRESHING. YOU SHALL NOT PLOUGH WITH AN OX AND AN ASS (HARNESSED) TOGETHER. YOU SHALL NOT SLAUGHTER CLEAN CATTLE OR SHEEP OR GOAT IN ANY OF YOUR TOWNS, WITHIN A DISTANCE OF THREE DAYS’ JOURNEY FROM MY SANCTUARY. IT IS RATHER IN MY SANCTUARY THAT YOU SHALL SLAUGHTER IT, MAKING OF IT A HOLOCAUST OR PEACE-OFFERING. YOU SHALL EAT AND REJOICE BEFORE ME IN THE PLACE ON WHICH I CHOOSE TO SET MY NAME. EVERY CLEAN ANIMAL WITH A BLEMISH, YOU SHALL EAT IT WITHIN YOUR TOWNS, AWAY FROM MY SANCTUARY AT A DISTANCE OF THIRTY STADIA. YOU SHALL NOT SLAUGHTER IT CLOSE TO MY SANCTUARY FOR ITS FLESH IS TAINTED. YOU SHALL NOT EAT IN MY CITY, WHICH I SANCTIFY BY PLACING MY NAME IN IT, THE FLESH OF CATTLE, SHEEP OR GOAT WHICH HAS NOT ENTERED MY SANCTUARY. THEY SHALL SACRIFICE IT THERE, TOSS ITS BLOOD TO THE BASE OF THE ALTAR OF HOLOCAUST AND SHALL BURN ITS FAT. LIII WHEN I EXTEND YOUR FRONTIERS AS I HAVE TOLD YOU, AND IF THE PLACE WHERE I HAVE CHOSEN TO SET MY NAME IS TOO DISTANT, AND YOU SAY, ‘I WILL EAT MEAT’, BECAUSE YOU LONG FOR IT, [WHATEVER YOU DESIRE,] YOU MAY EAT, AND YOU MAY SLAUGHTER ANY OF YOUR SMALL CATTLE OR CATTLE WHICH I GIVE YOU ACCORDING TO MY BLESSING. YOU MAY EAT IT WITHIN YOUR TOWNS, THE CLEAN AND THE UNCLEAN TOGETHER, LIKE GAZELLE OR DEER (MEAT). BUT YOU SHALL FIRMLY ABSTAIN FROM EATING THE BLOOD. YOU SHALL SPILL IT ON THE GROUND LIKE WATER AND COVER IT WITH DUST. FOR THE BLOOD IS THE LIFE AND YOU SHALL NOT EAT THE LIFE WITH THE FLESH SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU AND WITH YOUR SONS AFTER YOU FOR EVER. YOU SHALL DO THAT WHICH IS CORRECT AND GOOD BEFORE ME, FOR I AM YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], YOUR GOD. BUT ALL YOUR DEVOTED GIFTS AND VOTIVE DONATIONS YOU SHALL BRING WHEN YOU COME TO THE PLACE WHERE I CAUSE MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] TO ABIDE, AND YOU SHALL SACRIFICE (THEM) THERE BEFORE ME AS YOU HAVE DEVOTED AND VOWED THEM WITH YOUR MOUTH. WHEN YOU MAKE A VOW, YOU SHALL NOT TARRY IN FULFILLING IT, FOR SURELY, I WILL REQUIRE IT OF YOU AND YOU SHALL BECOME GUILTY OF A SIN. YOU SHALL KEEP THE WORD UTTERED BY YOUR LIPS, FOR YOUR MOUTH HAS VOWED FREELY TO PERFORM YOUR VOW. WHEN A MAN MAKES A VOW TO ME OR SWEARS AN OATH TO TAKE UPON HIMSELF A BINDING OBLIGATION, HE MUST NOT BREAK HIS WORD. WHATEVER HAS BEEN UTTERED BY HIS MOUTH, HE SHALL DO IT. WHEN A WOMAN MAKES A VOW TO ME, OR TAKES UPON HERSELF A BINDING OBLIGATION BY MEANS OF AN OATH IN HER FATHER’S HOUSE, IN HER YOUTH, IF HER FATHER HEARS OF HER VOW OR THE BINDING OBLIGATION WHICH SHE HAS TAKEN UPON HERSELF AND REMAINS SILENT, ALL HER VOWS SHALL STAND, AND HER BINDING OBLIGATION WHICH SHE HAS TAKEN UPON HERSELF SHALL STAND. IF, HOWEVER, HER FATHER DEFINITELY FORBIDS HER ON THE DAY THAT HE HEARS OF IT, NONE OF HER VOWS OR BINDING OBLIGATIONS WHICH SHE HAS TAKEN UPON HERSELF SHALL STAND, AND I WILL ABSOLVE HER BECAUSE (HER FATHER) HAS FORBIDDEN HER LIV [WHEN HE] HEARD OF THEM. BUT IF HE ANNULS THEM AFTER THE DAY THAT HE HAS HEARD OF THEM, HE SHALL BEAR HER GUILT: [HER] FATHER HAS ANNULLED THEM. ANY VOW OR BINDING OATH (MADE BY A WOMAN) [TO MORTIFY HERSELF,] HER HUSBAND MAY CONFIRM IT OR ANNUL IT ON THE DAY THAT HE HEARS OF IT, AND I WILL ABSOLVE HER. BUT ANY VOW OF A WIDOW OR A DIVORCED WOMAN, WHATEVER SHE HAS TAKEN UPON HERSELF SHALL STAND IN CONFORMITY WITH ALL THAT HER MOUTH HAS UTTERED. EVERYTHING THAT I COMMAND YOU TODAY, SEE TO IT THAT IT IS KEPT. YOU SHALL NOT ADD TO IT, NOR DETRACT FROM IT. IF A PROPHET OR A DREAMER APPEARS AMONG YOU AND PRESENTS YOU WITH A SIGN OR A PORTENT, EVEN IF THE SIGN OR THE PORTENT COMES TRUE, WHEN HE SAYS, ‘LET US GO AND WORSHIP OTHER GODS WHOM YOU HAVE NOT KNOWN!’, DO NOT LISTEN TO THE WORDS OF THAT PROPHET OR THAT DREAMER, FOR I AM TESTING YOU TO DISCOVER WHETHER YOU [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE GOD OF YOUR FATHERS, WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND SOUL. IT IS YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], YOUR GOD, THAT YOU MUST FOLLOW AND SERVE, AND IT IS HIM THAT YOU MUST FEAR AND HIS VOICE THAT YOU MUST OBEY, AND YOU MUST HOLD FAST TO HIM. THAT PROPHET OR DREAMER SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH FOR HE HAS PREACHED [SEXUAL] REBELLION AGAINST YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], YOUR GOD, WHO BROUGHT YOU OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT AND REDEEMED YOU FROM THE HOUSE OF BONDAGE, TO LEAD YOU ASTRAY FROM THE PATH THAT I HAVE COMMANDED YOU TO FOLLOW. YOU SHALL RID YOURSELF OF THIS EVIL. IF YOUR BROTHER, THE SON OF YOUR FATHER OR THE SON OF YOUR MOTHER, OR YOUR SON, OR YOUR DAUGHTER, OR THE WIFE OF YOUR BOSOM, OR YOUR FRIEND WHO IS LIKE YOUR OWN SELF, (SEEKS TO) ENTICE YOU SECRETLY, SAYING, ‘LET US GO AND WORSHIP OTHER GODS WHOM YOU HAVE NOT KNOWN’, NEITHER YOU, LV [NOR] YOUR FATHERS, SOME OF THE GODS [OF THE PEOPLES THAT ARE ROUND ABOUT YOU, WHETHER NEAR YOU OR FAR OFF FROM YOU], FROM THE ONE END OF THE EARTH TO [THE OTHER, YOU SHALL NOT YIELD TO HIM OR LISTEN TO HIM, NOR SHALL YOUR EYE PITY] HIM, NOR SHALL YOU SPARE [HIM, NOR SHALL YOU CONCEAL HIM; BUT YOU SHALL KILL HIM; YOUR HAND SHALL BE FIRST AGAINST HIM TO PUT HIM TO DEATH, AND AFTERWARDS THE HAND OF ALL THE PEOPLE. YOU SHALL STONE HIM TO DEATH WITH STONES BECAUSE HE SOUGHT TO] DRAW YOU AWAY [FROM ME WHO BROUGHT YOU OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, OUT OF THE HOUSE OF BONDAGE. AND ALL ISRAEL SHALL HEAR, AND FEAR, AND NEVER AGAIN DO SUCH AN EVIL THING] AMONG YOU. IF IN ONE OF YOUR CITIES IN WHICH I GIVE YOU TO DWELL YOU HEAR THIS SAID: ‘MEN, SONS OF BELIAL HAVE ARISEN IN YOUR MIDST AND HAVE LED ASTRAY ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THEIR CITY SAYING, “LET US GO AND WORSHIP GODS WHOM YOU HAVE NOT KNOWN!”,’ YOU SHALL INQUIRE, SEARCH AND INVESTIGATE CAREFULLY. IF THE MATTER IS PROVEN TRUE THAT SUCH AN ABOMINATION HAS BEEN DONE IN ISRAEL, YOU SHALL SURELY PUT ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THAT CITY TO THE SWORD. YOU SHALL PLACE IT AND ALL WHO ARE IN IT UNDER THE BAN, AND YOU SHALL PUT THE BEASTS TO THE SWORD. YOU SHALL ASSEMBLE ALL THE BOOTY IN (THE CITY) SQUARE AND SHALL BURN IT WITH FIRE, THE CITY AND ALL THE BOOTY, AS A WHOLE-OFFERING TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], YOUR GOD. IT SHALL BE A RUIN FOR EVER AND SHALL NEVER BE REBUILT. NOTHING FROM THAT WHICH HAS BEEN PLACED UNDER THE BAN SHALL CLEAVE TO YOUR HAND SO THAT I MAY TURN FROM MY HOT ANGER AND SHOW YOU COMPASSION. I WILL BE COMPASSIONATE TO YOU AND MULTIPLY YOU AS I TOLD YOUR FATHERS, PROVIDED THAT YOU OBEY MY VOICE, KEEPING ALL MY COMMANDMENTS THAT I COMMAND YOU TODAY, TO DO THAT WHICH IS CORRECT AND GOOD BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], YOUR GOD. IF AMONG YOU, IN ONE OF YOUR TOWNS THAT I GIVE YOU, THERE IS FOUND A MAN OR A WOMAN WHO DOES THAT WHICH IS WRONG IN MY EYES BY TRANSGRESSING MY COVENANT, AND GOES AND WORSHIPS OTHER GODS, AND BOWS DOWN BEFORE THEM, OR BEFORE THE SUN OR THE MOON, OR ALL THE HOST OF HEAVEN, IF YOU ARE TOLD ABOUT IT, AND YOU HEAR ABOUT THIS MATTER, YOU SHALL SEARCH AND INVESTIGATE IT CAREFULLY. IF THE MATTER IS PROVEN TRUE THAT SUCH AN ABOMINATION HAS BEEN DONE IN ISRAEL, YOU SHALL LEAD OUT THAT MAN OR THAT WOMAN AND STONE HIM (TO DEATH) WITH STONES. LVI...YOU SHALL GO TO THE LEVITICAL PRIESTS OR TO THE JUDGES THEN IN OFFICE, YOU SHALL SEEK THEIR GUIDANCE AND [THEY] SHALL PRONOUNCE ON THE MATTER FOR WHICH YOU HAVE SOUGHT THEIR GUIDANCE, AND THEY SHALL PROCLAIM THEIR JUDGEMENT TO YOU. YOU SHALL ACT IN CONFORMITY WITH THE LAW THAT THEY PROCLAIM TO YOU AND THE SAYING THAT THEY DECLARE TO YOU FROM THE BOOK OF THE LAW. THEY SHALL ISSUE TO YOU A PROCLAMATION IN TRUTH FROM THE PLACE WHERE I CHOOSE TO CAUSE MY NAME TO ABIDE. BE CAREFUL TO DO ALL THAT THEY TEACH YOU AND ACT IN CONFORMITY WITH THE DECISION THAT THEY COMMUNICATE TO YOU. DO NOT STRAY FROM THE LAW WHICH THEY PROCLAIM TO YOU TO THE RIGHT OR TO THE LEFT. THE MAN WHO DOES NOT LISTEN BUT ACTS ARROGANTLY WITHOUT OBEYING THE PRIEST WHO IS POSTED THERE TO MINISTER BEFORE ME, OR THE JUDGE, THAT MAN SHALL DIE. YOU SHALL RID ISRAEL OF EVIL. ALL THE PEOPLE SHALL HEAR OF IT AND SHALL BE AWE-STRICKEN, AND NONE SHALL EVER AGAIN BE ARROGANT IN ISRAEL. WHEN YOU ENTER THE LAND WHICH I GIVE YOU, TAKE POSSESSION OF IT, DWELL IN IT AND SAY, ‘I WILL APPOINT A KING OVER ME AS DO ALL THE NATIONS AROUND ME!’, YOU MAY SURELY APPOINT OVER YOU THE KING WHOM I WILL CHOOSE. IT IS FROM AMONG YOUR BROTHERS THAT YOU SHALL APPOINT A KING OVER YOU. YOU SHALL NOT APPOINT OVER YOU A FOREIGNER WHO IS NOT YOUR BROTHER. HE (THE KING) SHALL DEFINITELY NOT ACQUIRE MANY HORSES, NEITHER SHALL HE LEAD THE PEOPLE BACK TO EGYPT FOR WAR TO ACQUIRE MANY HORSES AND MUCH SILVER AND GOLD, FOR I TOLD YOU, ‘YOU SHALL NEVER AGAIN GO BACK THAT WAY’. HE SHALL NOT ACQUIRE MANY WIVES THAT THEY MAY NOT TURN HIS HEART AWAY FROM ME. HE SHALL NOT ACQUIRE VERY MUCH SILVER AND GOLD. WHEN HE SITS ON THE THRONE OF HIS KINGDOM, THEY SHALL WRITE FOR HIM THIS LAW FROM THE BOOK WHICH IS BEFORE THE PRIESTS. LVII THIS IS THE LAW [THAT THEY SHALL WRITE FOR HIM] ... [THEY SHALL COUNT,] ON THE DAY THAT THEY APPOINT HIM KING, THE SONS OF ISRAEL FROM THE AGE OF TWENTY TO SIXTY YEARS ACCORDING TO THEIR STANDARD (UNITS). HE SHALL INSTALL AT THEIR HEAD CAPTAINS OF THOUSANDS, CAPTAINS OF HUNDREDS, CAPTAINS OF FIFTIES AND CAPTAINS OF TENS IN ALL THEIR CITIES. HE SHALL SELECT FROM AMONG THEM ONE THOUSAND BY TRIBE TO BE WITH HIM: TWELVE THOUSAND WARRIORS WHO SHALL NOT LEAVE HIM ALONE TO BE CAPTURED BY THE NATIONS. ALL THE SELECTED MEN WHOM HE HAS SELECTED SHALL BE MEN OF TRUTH, GOD-FEARERS, HATERS OF UNJUST GAIN AND MIGHTY WARRIORS. THEY SHALL BE WITH HIM ALWAYS, DAY AND NIGHT. THEY SHALL GUARD HIM FROM ANYTHING SINFUL, AND FROM ANY FOREIGN NATION IN ORDER NOT TO BE CAPTURED BY THEM. THE TWELVE PRINCES OF HIS PEOPLE SHALL BE WITH HIM, AND TWELVE FROM AMONG THE PRIESTS, AND FROM AMONG THE LEVITES TWELVE. THEY SHALL SIT TOGETHER WITH HIM TO (PROCLAIM) JUDGEMENT AND THE LAW SO THAT HIS HEART SHALL NOT BE LIFTED ABOVE THEM, AND HE SHALL DO NOTHING WITHOUT THEM CONCERNING ANY AFFAIR. HE SHALL NOT MARRY AS WIFE ANY DAUGHTER OF THE NATIONS, BUT SHALL TAKE A WIFE FOR HIMSELF FROM HIS FATHER’S HOUSE, FROM HIS FATHER’S FAMILY. HE SHALL NOT TAKE ANOTHER WIFE IN ADDITION TO HER, FOR SHE ALONE SHALL BE WITH HIM ALL THE TIME OF HER LIFE. BUT IF SHE DIES, HE MAY MARRY ANOTHER FROM HIS FATHER’S HOUSE, FROM HIS FAMILY. HE SHALL NOT TWIST JUDGEMENT; HE SHALL TAKE NO BRIBE TO TWIST A JUST JUDGEMENT AND SHALL NOT COVET A FIELD OR A VINEYARD, ANY RICHES OR HOUSE, OR ANYTHING DESIRABLE IN ISRAEL. HE SHALL (NOT) ROB LVIII ...WHEN THE KING HEARS OF ANY NATION OR PEOPLE INTENT ON PLUNDERING WHATEVER BELONGS TO ISRAEL, HE SHALL SEND FOR THE CAPTAINS OF THOUSANDS AND THE CAPTAINS OF HUNDREDS POSTED IN THE CITIES OF ISRAEL. THEY SHALL SEND WITH HIM (THE CAPTAIN) ONE TENTH OF THE PEOPLE TO GO WITH HIM (THE KING) TO WAR AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES, AND THEY SHALL GO WITH HIM. BUT IF A LARGE FORCE ENTERS THE LAND OF ISRAEL, THEY SHALL SEND WITH HIM ONE FIFTH OF THE WARRIORS. IF A KING WITH CHARIOTS AND HORSES AND A LARGE FORCE (COMES), THEY SHALL SEND WITH HIM ONE THIRD OF THE WARRIORS, AND THE TWO (REMAINING) DIVISIONS SHALL GUARD THEIR CITY AND THEIR BOUNDARIES SO THAT NO MARAUDERS INVADE THEIR LAND. IF THE WAR PRESSES HIM (THE KING) HARD, THEY SHALL SEND TO HIM HALF OF THE PEOPLE, THE MEN OF THE ARMY, BUT THE (OTHER) HALF OF THE PEOPLE SHALL NOT BE SEVERED FROM THEIR CITIES. IF THEY TRIUMPH OVER THEIR ENEMIES, SMASH THEM, PUT THEM TO THE SWORD AND CARRY AWAY THEIR BOOTY, THEY SHALL GIVE THE KING HIS TITHE OF THIS, THE PRIESTS ONE THOUSANDTH AND THE LEVITES ONE HUNDREDTH FROM EVERYTHING. THEY SHALL HALVE THE REST BETWEEN THE COMBATANTS AND THEIR BROTHERS WHOM THEY HAVE LEFT IN THEIR CITIES. IF HE (THE KING) GOES TO WAR AGAINST HIS ENEMIES, ONE FIFTH OF THE PEOPLE SHALL GO WITH HIM, THE WARRIORS, ALL THE MIGHTY MEN OF VALOUR. THEY SHALL AVOID EVERYTHING UNCLEAN, EVERYTHING SHAMEFUL, EVERY INIQUITY AND GUILT. HE SHALL NOT GO UNTIL HE HAS PRESENTED HIMSELF BEFORE THE HIGH PRIEST WHO SHALL INQUIRE ON HIS BEHALF FOR A DECISION BY THE URIM AND THUMMIM. IT IS AT HIS WORD THAT HE SHALL GO AND AT HIS WORD THAT HE SHALL COME, HE AND ALL THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WHO ARE WITH HIM. HE SHALL NOT GO FOLLOWING HIS HEART’S COUNSEL UNTIL HE (THE HIGH PRIEST) HAS INQUIRED FOR A DECISION BY THE URIM AND TUMMIM. HE SHALL (THEN) SUCCEED IN ALL HIS WAYS ON WHICH HE HAS SET OUT ACCORDING TO THE DECISION WHICH LIX ...AND THEY SHALL DISPERSE THEM IN MANY LANDS AND THEY SHALL BECOME A HORROR, A BYWORD, A MOCKERY. WITH A HEAVY YOKE AND IN EXTREME WANT, THEY SHALL THERE SERVE GODS MADE BY HUMAN HANDS, OF WOOD AND STONE, SILVER AND GOLD. DURING THIS TIME THEIR CITIES SHALL BECOME A DEVASTATION, A LAUGHING-STOCK AND A WASTELAND, AND THEIR ENEMIES SHALL DEVASTATE THEM. THEY SHALL SIGH IN THE LANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES AND SCREAM BECAUSE OF THE HEAVY YOKE. THEY SHALL CRY OUT BUT I WILL NOT LISTEN; THEY SHALL SCREAM BUT I WILL NOT ANSWER THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR EVIL DOINGS. I WILL HIDE MY FACE FROM THEM AND THEY SHALL BECOME FOOD, PLUNDER AND PREY. NONE SHALL SAVE THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS, BECAUSE THEY HAVE BROKEN MY COVENANT AND THEIR SOUL HAS LOATHED MY LAW UNTIL THEY HAVE INCURRED EVERY GUILT. AFTERWARDS THEY WILL RETURN TO ME WITH ALL THEIR HEART AND ALL THEIR SOUL, IN CONFORMITY WITH ALL THE WORDS OF THIS LAW, AND I WILL SAVE THEM FROM THE HAND OF THEIR ENEMIES AND REDEEM THEM FROM THE HAND OF THOSE WHO HATE THEM, AND I WILL BRING THEM TO THE LAND OF THEIR FATHERS. I WILL REDEEM THEM, AND INCREASE THEM AND EXULT OVER THEM. I WILL BE THEIR GOD AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. THE KING WHOSE HEART AND EYES HAVE GONE ASTRAY FROM MY COMMANDMENTS SHALL NEVER HAVE ONE TO SIT ON THE THRONE OF HIS FATHERS, FOR I WILL CUT OFF HIS POSTERITY FOR EVER SO THAT IT SHALL NO MORE RULE OVER ISRAEL. BUT IF HE, WALK AFTER MY [STRICT] RULES AND KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS AND DO THAT WHICH IS CORRECT AND GOOD BEFORE ME, NO HEIR TO THE THRONE OF THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM AMONG HIS SONS FOR EVER. I WILL BE WITH HIM AND WILL SAVE HIM FROM THE HAND OF THOSE WHO HATE HIM AND FROM THE HAND OF THOSE WHO SEEK HIS LIFE. I WILL PLACE ALL HIS ENEMIES BEFORE HIM AND HE SHALL RULE OVER THEM ACCORDING TO HIS PLEASURE AND THEY SHALL NOT RULE OVER HIM. I WILL SET HIM ON AN UPWARD, NOT ON A DOWNWARD, COURSE, TO BE THE HEAD AND NOT THE TAIL, THAT THE DAYS OF HIS KINGDOM MAY BE LENGTHENED GREATLY FOR HIM AND HIS SONS AFTER HIM. LX ...AND ALL THEIR WAVE-OFFERINGS. ALL THEIR FIRSTLING MALE [BEA]STS AND ALL...OF THEIR BEASTS AND ALL THEIR HOLY GIFTS WHICH THEY SHALL SANCTIFY TO ME TOGETHER WITH ALL THEIR HOLY GIFTS OF PRAISE AND A PROPORTION OF THEIR OFFERING OF BIRDS, WILD ANIMALS AND FISH, ONE THOUSANDTH OF THEIR CATCH, AND ALL THAT THEY SHALL DEVOTE, AND THE PROPORTION OF THE BOOTY AND THE PLUNDER. TO THE LEVITES SHALL BELONG THE TITHE OF THE CORN, THE WINE AND THE OIL THAT THEY HAVE SANCTIFIED TO ME FIRST; THE SHOULDER FROM THOSE WHO SLAUGHTER A SACRIFICE AND A PROPORTION OF THE BOOTY, THE PLUNDER AND THE CATCH OF BIRDS, WILD ANIMALS AND FISH, ONE HUNDREDTH; THE TITHE FROM THE YOUNG PIGEONS AND FROM THE HONEY ONE FIFTIETH. TO THE PRIESTS SHALL BELONG ONE HUNDREDTH OF THE YOUNG PIGEONS, FOR I HAVE CHOSEN THEM FROM ALL YOUR TRIBES TO ATTEND ON ME AND MINISTER (BEFORE ME) AND BLESS MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], HE AND HIS SONS ALWAYS. IF A LEVITE COME FROM ANY TOWN ANYWHERE IN ISRAEL WHERE HE SOJOURNS TO THE PLACE WHERE I WILL CHOOSE TO CAUSE MY NAME TO ABIDE, (IF HE COME) WITH AN EAGER SOUL, HE MAY MINISTER LIKE HIS BRETHREN THE LEVITES WHO ATTEND ON ME THERE. HE SHALL HAVE THE SAME SHARE OF FOOD WITH THEM, BESIDES THE INHERITANCE FROM HIS FATHER’S FAMILY. WHEN YOU ENTER THE LAND WHICH I GIVE YOU, DO NOT LEARN TO PRACTISE THE ABOMINATIONS OF THOSE NATIONS. THERE SHALL BE FOUND AMONG YOU NONE WHO MAKES HIS SON OR DAUGHTER PASS THROUGH FIRE, NOR AN AUGUR OR A SOOTHSAYER, A DIVINER OR A SORCERER, ONE WHO CASTS SPELLS OR A MEDIUM, OR WIZARDS OR NECROMANCERS. FOR THEY ARE AN ABOMINATION BEFORE ME, ALL WHO PRACTISE SUCH THINGS, AND IT IS BECAUSE OF THESE ABOMINATIONS THAT I DRIVE THEM OUT BEFORE YOU. YOU SHALL BE PERFECT TOWARDS YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH---FEMALE SENSE IS THE LADY STEPHANIE VICTORIA], YOUR GOD [FEMALE GOD]. FOR THESE NATIONS THAT LXI ...TO UTTER A WORD [ANY WORLDLY INTELLIGENCE IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 2:6-16] IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH---FEMALE SENSE IS THE LADY STEPHANIE VICTORIA] WHICH I HAVE NOT COMMANDED HIM TO UTTER, OR WHO SPEAKS [IN TRANSFORMING RIGHTEOUSNESS IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 11:12-15 & NEVER BEING GENUINE OR HAVING THE TRUE GOODS, WHICH IS THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH IN JOHN 4:23-24, THAT PLAYS GOD & PLAYS BOTH SIDES, WHO THINKS, PLOTS, INTENTS, MOTIVES, THOUGHTS OR KNOWLEDGE IN THE SOUL, SPIRIT, MIND, REIGN OR HEART] IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH--- FEMALE SENSE IS THE LADY STEPHANIE VICTORIA], THE LORD’S NAME ALWAYS USED WRONGFULLY & IN VAIN BY MANIPULATING, CORRUPTING, PERVERTING & TWISTING THE ETERNAL TRUTH TO TRY TO JUSTIFY, SUIT & SATISFY YOUR OWN FUCKING DAMN WAYS] OF OTHER GODS [GODS [GODDESSES---FEMALE GODS], LORDS [LADIES---FEMALE LORDS], KINGS [QUEENS---FEMALE KINGS], MASTERS [MISTRESSES---FEMALE MASTERS], SONS [DAUGHTERS---FEMALE SONS], BROTHERS [SISTERS---FEMALE BROTHERS] OR FATHERS [MOTHERS---FEMALE FATHERS], ETC. IN THE MALE SENSE OR FEMALE SENSE] [BY SWEARING THAT THE LORD IS A APOSTLE, PHARISEE OR A MAN AS A LORD TO BE SEXUAL, HOMOSEXUAL [SINFUL] OR INTERRACIAL ABOMINABLE [GUILTY] IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23 IS THE ETERNAL LIE IN 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10 BECAUSE ON THE CONTRARY THE LORD IS A NON-APOSTLE, NON-PHARISEE & NON-MAN, BUT ONLY AS THE LORD AS BEING SEXLESS, SINLESS & GUILTLESS IN NUMBERS 23:19; ROMANS 3:4; TITUS 1:1-3; HEBREWS 6:17-18; 1ST JOHN 3:9 & IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 1:7; 5:39; 6:3-5, 8, 10, 14-15; 7:47-50; 9:3; 17:22-30; 22:6; 26:13; 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30], THAT PROPHET [PROPHETESS] SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH [ETERNALLY KILLED & ETERNALLY DAMNED BY THE INFALLIBLE INERRANT WORD [TRUTHFUL INTELLIGENCE] IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER AGAINST THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0]. IF YOU SAY IN YOUR HEART, ‘HOW SHALL WE KNOW THE WORD WHICH YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HAS NOT UTTERED?’, WHEN THE WORD UTTERED BY THE PROPHET IN THE NAME OF YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS NOT FULFILLED AND DOES NOT COME TRUE, THAT IS NOT A WORD THAT I HAVE UTTERED. THE PROPHET HAS SPOKEN ARROGANTLY; DO NOT FEAR HIM. A SINGLE WITNESS MAY NOT COME FORWARD AGAINST A MAN IN THE MATTER OF ANY INIQUITY OR SIN WHICH HE HAS COMMITTED. IT IS ON THE EVIDENCE OF TWO WITNESSES OR THREE WITNESSES THAT A CASE CAN BE ESTABLISHED. IF A MALICIOUS WITNESS COMES FORWARD AGAINST A MAN TO TESTIFY AGAINST HIM IN A CASE OF A CRIME, BOTH DISPUTANTS SHALL STAND BEFORE ME AND BEFORE THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES AND BEFORE THE JUDGES THEN IN OFFICE, AND THE JUDGES SHALL INQUIRE, AND IF THE WITNESS IS A FALSE WITNESS WHO HAS TESTIFIED FALSELY AGAINST HIS BROTHER, YOU SHALL DO TO HIM AS HE PROPOSED TO DO TO HIS BROTHER. YOU SHALL RID YOURSELVES OF EVIL. THE REST SHALL HEAR OF IT AND SHALL BE AWE-STRICKEN AND NEVER AGAIN SHALL SUCH A THING BE DONE IN YOUR MIDST. YOU SHALL HAVE NO MERCY ON HIM: LIFE FOR LIFE, EYE FOR EYE, TOOTH FOR TOOTH, HAND FOR HAND, FOOT FOR FOOT. WHEN YOU GO TO WAR AGAINST YOUR ENEMIES, AND YOU SEE HORSES AND CHARIOTS AND AN ARMY GREATER THAN YOURS, BE NOT AFRAID OF THEM, FOR I AM WITH YOU WHO BROUGHT YOU OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT. WHEN YOU APPROACH THE BATTLE, THE PRIEST SHALL COME FORWARD TO SPEAK TO THE ARMY AND SAY TO THEM, ‘HEAR, ISRAEL, YOU APPROACH... LXII [AND ANOTHER MAN SHALL USE ITS FRUIT. IF ANY MAN HAS BETROTHED A WOMAN BUT HAS NOT YET MARRIED HER, HE SHALL RETURN] HOME. OTHERWISE HE MAY DIE IN THE WAR AND ANOTHER MAN MAY TAKE HER. [THE] OFFICERS SHALL CONTINUE TO ADDRESS THE ARMY AND SAY, ‘IF ANY MAN IS AFRAID AND HAS LOST HEART, HE SHALL GO AND RETURN. OTHERWISE HE MAY RENDER HIS KINSMEN AS FAINT-HEARTED AS HIMSELF.’ WHEN THE JUDGES HAVE FINISHED ADDRESSING THE ARMY, THEY SHALL APPOINT ARMY CAPTAINS AT THE HEAD OF THE PEOPLE. WHEN YOU APPROACH A CITY TO FIGHT IT, (FIRST) OFFER IT PEACE. IF IT SEEKS PEACE AND OPENS (ITS GATES) TO YOU, THEN ALL THE PEOPLE FOUND IN IT SHALL BECOME YOUR FORCED LABOURERS AND SHALL SERVE YOU. IF IT DOES NOT MAKE PEACE WITH YOU, BUT IS READY TO FIGHT A WAR AGAINST YOU, YOU SHALL BESIEGE IT AND I WILL DELIVER IT INTO YOUR HANDS. YOU SHALL PUT ALL ITS MALES TO THE SWORD, BUT THE WOMEN, THE CHILDREN, THE BEASTS AND ALL THAT IS IN THE CITY, ALL ITS BOOTY, YOU MAY TAKE AS SPOIL FOR YOURSELVES. YOU MAY ENJOY THE USE OF THE BOOTY OF YOUR ENEMIES WHICH I GIVE YOU. THUS, SHALL YOU TREAT THE VERY DISTANT CITIES, THOSE WHICH ARE NOT AMONG THE CITIES OF THESE NATIONS. BUT IN THE CITIES OF THE PEOPLES WHICH I GIVE YOU AS AN INHERITANCE, YOU SHALL NOT LEAVE ALIVE ANY CREATURE. INDEED, YOU SHALL UTTERLY EXTERMINATE THE HITTITES, THE AMORITES, THE CANAANITES, THE HIVITES, THE JEBUSITES, THE GIRGASHITES AND THE PERIZZITES AS I HAVE COMMANDED YOU, THAT THEY MAY NOT TEACH YOU TO PRACTISE ALL THE ABOMINATIONS THAT THEY HAVE PERFORMED TO THEIR GODS. LXIII ... [A HEIFER WITH WHICH] HE HAS NOT WORKED, WHICH [HAS NOT DRAWN THE YOKE. THE ELDERS OF] THAT CITY [SHALL BRING DOWN] THE HEIFER TO A RAVINE WITH AN EVER-FLOWING STREAM WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN SOWN OR CULTIVATED, AND THERE THEY SHALL BREAK ITS NECK. THE PRIESTS, THE SONS OF LEVI, SHALL COME FORWARD, FOR I HAVE CHOSEN THEM TO MINISTER BEFORE ME AND BLESS MY NAME, AND EVERY DISPUTE AND EVERY ASSAULT SHALL BE DECIDED BY THEIR WORD. ALL THE ELDERS OF THE CITY NEAREST TO THE BODY OF THE MURDERED MAN SHALL WASH THEIR HANDS OVER THE HEAD OF THE HEIFER WHOSE NECK HAS BEEN BROKEN IN THE RAVINE. THEY SHALL DECLARE, ‘OUR HANDS DID NOT SHED THIS BLOOD, NOR DID OUR EYES SEE IT HAPPEN. ACCEPT EXPIATION FOR THY PEOPLE ISRAEL WHOM THOU HAST REDEEMED, O YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND DO NOT PERMIT THE GUILT OF INNOCENT BLOOD TO REST AMONG THY PEOPLE, ISRAEL. LET THIS BLOOD BE EXPIATED FOR THEM.’ YOU SHALL RID ISRAEL (OF THE GUILT) OF INNOCENT BLOOD, AND YOU SHALL DO THAT WHICH IS CORRECT AND GOOD BEFORE YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], YOUR GOD. WHEN YOU GO TO WAR AGAINST YOUR ENEMIES, AND I DELIVER THEM INTO YOUR HANDS, AND YOU CAPTURE SOME OF THEM, IF YOU SEE AMONG THE CAPTIVES A PRETTY WOMAN AND DESIRE HER, YOU MAY TAKE HER TO BE YOUR WIFE. YOU SHALL BRING HER TO YOUR HOUSE, YOU SHALL SHAVE HER HEAD, AND CUT HER NAILS. YOU SHALL DISCARD THE CLOTHES OF HER CAPTIVITY AND SHE SHALL DWELL IN YOUR HOUSE, AND BEWAIL HER FATHER AND MOTHER FOR A FULL MONTH. AFTERWARDS YOU MAY GO TO HER, CONSUMMATE THE MARRIAGE WITH HER AND SHE WILL BE YOUR WIFE. BUT SHE SHALL NOT TOUCH WHATEVER IS PURE FOR YOU FOR SEVEN YEARS, NEITHER SHALL SHE EAT OF THE SACRIFICE OF PEACE-OFFERING UNTIL SEVEN YEARS HAVE ELAPSED. AFTERWARDS SHE MAY EAT. LXIV ... [THE FIRSTFRUITS OF HIS VIRILITY; HE HAS THE RIGHT OF THE FIRST-BORN.] IF A MAN HAS A DISOBEDIENT AND REBELLIOUS SON WHO REFUSES TO LISTEN TO HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, NOR LISTENS TO THEM WHEN THEY CHASTISE HIM, HIS FATHER AND MOTHER SHALL TAKE HOLD OF HIM AND BRING HIM TO THE ELDERS OF HIS CITY, TO THE GATE OF HIS PLACE. THEY SHALL SAY TO THE ELDERS OF HIS TOWN, ‘THIS SON OF OURS IS DISOBEDIENT AND REBELLIOUS; HE DOES NOT LISTEN TO US; HE IS A GLUTTON AND A DRUNKARD.’ ALL THE MEN OF HIS CITY SHALL STONE HIM WITH STONES AND HE SHALL DIE, AND YOU SHALL RID YOURSELVES OF EVIL. ALL THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHALL HEAR OF IT AND BE AWE-STRICKEN. IF A MAN SLANDERS HIS PEOPLE AND DELIVERS HIS PEOPLE TO A FOREIGN NATION AND DOES EVIL TO HIS PEOPLE, YOU SHALL HANG HIM ON A TREE AND HE SHALL DIE. ON THE TESTIMONY OF TWO WITNESSES AND ON THE TESTIMONY OF THREE WITNESSES HE SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH AND THEY SHALL HANG HIM ON THE TREE. IF A MAN IS GUILTY OF A CAPITAL CRIME AND FLEES (ABROAD) TO THE NATIONS, AND CURSES HIS PEOPLE, THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, YOU SHALL HANG HIM ALSO ON THE TREE, AND HE SHALL DIE. BUT HIS BODY SHALL NOT STAY OVERNIGHT ON THE TREE. INDEED, YOU SHALL BURY HIM ON THE SAME DAY. FOR HE WHO IS HANGED ON THE TREE IS ACCURSED OF GOD AND MEN. YOU SHALL NOT [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE THE GROUND WHICH I GIVE YOU TO INHERIT. IF YOU SEE YOUR KINSMAN’S OX OR SHEEP OR DONKEY STRAYING, DO NOT NEGLECT THEM; YOU SHALL INDEED RETURN THEM TO YOUR KINSMAN. IF YOUR KINSMAN DOES NOT LIVE NEAR YOU, AND YOU DO NOT KNOW WHO HE IS, YOU SHALL BRING THE ANIMAL TO YOUR HOUSE AND IT SHALL BE WITH YOU UNTIL HE CLAIMS (IT). LXV ...WHEN A BIRD’S NEST HAPPENS TO LIE BEFORE YOU BY THE ROADSIDE, ON ANY TREE OR ON THE GROUND, WITH FLEDGLINGS OR EGGS, AND THE HEN IS SITTING ON THE FLEDGLINGS OR THE EGGS, YOU SHALL NOT TAKE THE HEN WITH THE YOUNG. YOU SHALL SURELY LET THE HEN ESCAPE AND TAKE ONLY THE YOUNG SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU AND YOUR DAYS SHALL BE PROLONGED. WHEN YOU BUILD A NEW HOUSE, YOU SHALL CONSTRUCT A PARAPET ON THE ROOF SO THAT YOU DO NOT BRING BLOOD-GUILT ON YOUR HOUSE IF ANYONE SHOULD FALL FROM IT. WHEN A MAN TAKES A WIFE, HAS SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WITH HER AND TAKES A DISLIKE TO HER, AND BRINGS A BASELESS CHARGE AGAINST HER, RUINING HER REPUTATION, AND SAYS, ‘I HAVE TAKEN THIS WOMAN, APPROACHED HER, AND DID NOT FIND THE PROOF OF VIRGINITY IN HER’, THE FATHER OR THE MOTHER OF THE GIRL SHALL TAKE THE GIRL’S PROOF OF VIRGINITY AND BRING IT TO THE ELDERS AT THE GATE. THE GIRL’S FATHER SHALL SAY TO THE ELDERS, ‘I GAVE MY DAUGHTER TO BE THIS MAN’S WIFE; HE HAS TAKEN A DISLIKE TO HER AND HAS BROUGHT A BASELESS CHARGE AGAINST HER SAYING, “I HAVE NOT FOUND THE PROOF OF VIRGINITY IN YOUR DAUGHTER.” HERE IS THE PROOF OF MY DAUGHTER’S VIRGINITY.’ THEY SHALL SPREAD OUT THE GARMENT BEFORE THE ELDERS OF THAT CITY. THE ELDERS OF THAT CITY SHALL TAKE THAT MAN AND CHASTISE HIM. THEY SHALL FINE HIM ONE HUNDRED PIECES OF SILVER WHICH THEY SHALL GIVE TO THE FATHER OF THE GIRL, BECAUSE HE (THE HUSBAND) HAS TRIED TO RUIN THE REPUTATION OF AN ISRAELITE VIRGIN. HE SHALL NOT LXVI ...WHEN A VIRGIN BETROTHED TO A MAN IS FOUND BY ANOTHER MAN IN THE CITY AND HE LIES WITH HER, THEY SHALL BRING BOTH OF THEM TO THE GATE] OF THAT CITY AND STONE THEM WITH STONES AND THEY SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH: THE GIRL BECAUSE SHE HAS NOT SHOUTED (FOR HELP, ALTHOUGH SHE WAS) IN THE CITY, AND THE MAN BECAUSE HE HAS DISHONOURED HIS NEIGHBOUR’S WIFE. YOU SHALL RID YOURSELVES OF EVIL. IF THE MAN HAS FOUND THE WOMAN IN THE FIELDS IN A DISTANT PLACE HIDDEN FROM THE CITY, AND RAPED HER, ONLY HE WHO HAS LAIN WITH HER SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH. TO THE GIRL THEY SHALL DO NOTHING SINCE SHE HAS COMMITTED NO CRIME WORTHY OF DEATH. FOR THIS AFFAIR IS LIKE THAT OF A MAN WHO ATTACKS HIS NEIGHBOUR AND MURDERS HIM. FOR IT WAS IN THE FIELDS THAT HE FOUND HER AND THE BETROTHED GIRL SHOUTED (FOR HELP), BUT NONE CAME TO HER RESCUE. WHEN A MAN SEDUCES A VIRGIN WHO IS NOT BETROTHED, BUT IS SUITABLE TO HIM ACCORDING TO THE RULE, AND LIES WITH HER, AND HE IS FOUND OUT, HE WHO HAS LAIN WITH HER SHALL GIVE THE GIRL’S FATHER FIFTY PIECES OF SILVER AND SHE SHALL BE HIS WIFE. BECAUSE HE HAS DISHONOURED HER, HE MAY NOT DIVORCE HER ALL HIS DAYS. A MAN SHALL NOT TAKE HIS FATHER’S WIFE AND SHALL NOT LIFT HIS FATHER’S SKIRT. A MAN SHALL NOT TAKE THE WIFE OF HIS BROTHER AND SHALL NOT LIFT THE SKIRT OF HIS BROTHER, THE SON OF HIS FATHER OR THE SON OF HIS MOTHER, FOR THIS IS UNCLEAN. A MAN SHALL NOT TAKE HIS SISTER, THE DAUGHTER OF HIS FATHER OR THE DAUGHTER OF HIS MOTHER, FOR THIS IS ABOMINABLE. A MAN SHALL NOT TAKE HIS FATHER’S SISTER OR HIS MOTHER’S SISTER, FOR THIS IS IMMORAL. A MAN SHALL NOT TAKE THE DAUGHTER OF HIS BROTHER OR THE DAUGHTER OF HIS SISTER FOR THIS IS ABOMINABLE. (A MAN) SHALL NOT TAKE LXVII ...
MMT (MIQSAT MA ‘ASE HA- TORAH) - SOME OBSERVANCES OF THE LAW (4Q394-9)
WHEN THE CONTENTS OF THE SIX COPIES ARE ASSEMBLED INTO A SINGLE ACCOUNT, THEY AMOUNT TO 120 LINES MOSTLY OF A FRAGMENTARY NATURE. THE DOCUMENT BEGINS WITH A SECTARIAN CALENDAR (SECTION A), WHICH MAY OR MAY NOT PERTAIN TO THE ORIGINAL MMT; IT CONTINUES WITH A SERIES OF SPECIAL RULES (SECTION B), AND ENDS WITH AN EXHORTATION (SECTION C). MMT HAS BEEN CALLED AN EPISTLE, BUT SINCE IT LACKS THE INTRODUCTORY AND CONCLUDING FORMULAE OF A LETTER, IT IS MORE LIKELY TO BE A KIND OF LEGAL TRACTATE. IT IS ADDRESSED TO A SINGLE LEADING PERSONALITY WHO IS COMPARED TO KING DAVID. THE DRAMATIS PERSONAE CONSIST OF A ‘WE’ PARTY, A ‘YOU’ PARTY, AND A ‘THEY’ PARTY. THE GROUP RESPONSIBLE FOR MMT, WHO REFER TO THEMSELVES AS WE, SEEK TO DETACH THE LEADER OF THE ‘YOU’ PARTY FROM THE ERRONEOUS VIEWS PROPOUNDED BY THE ‘THEY’ PARTY. THE EDITORS CLAIM THAT MMT WAS WRITTEN BY THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SENT TO THE WICKED PRIEST; THAT THE VIEWS OF THE ‘WE’ PARTY ARE AKIN TO THOSE OF THE SADDUCEES; AND THAT THE ‘THEY’ PARTY ARE THE PHARISEES. HOWEVER, THESE ARE NO MORE THAN HYPOTHESES. IN PARTICULAR, THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE AUTHOR WITH THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IS LESS LIKELY THAN THAT OF THE LEADER OF THE ‘YOU’ GROUP WITH THE MAN WHO WAS TO BECOME THE WICKED PRIEST, PROBABLY JONATHAN MACCABAEUS. IT HAS ALSO BEEN ADVANCED THAT THE ORIGINAL NUCLEUS OF THE QUMRAN COMMUNITY, RESPONSIBLE FOR MMT, CONSISTED OF EARLY OR PROTO-SADDUCEES. HOWEVER, ONE SHOULD BEAR IN MIND THAT THE PRIESTS IN THIS WRITING ARE NEVER CALLED SONS OF ZADOK OR SADDUCEES, BUT ARE REFERRED TO AS SONS OF AARON (CF. 4QSB (=4Q256) AND 4QSD (4Q258) ABOVE, P. 118). THE ALLEGED SADDUCEE CONNECTION RELIES ON THREE LEGAL RULES, OUT OF A LIST OF MORE THAN TWENTY, IN MMT WHICH REPRESENT OPINIONS IDENTICAL WITH THE HALAKHAH ATTRIBUTED IN RABBINIC LITERATURE TO THE SADDUCEES, AND CONTRASTED WITH THE STANCE TAKEN BY THE PHARISEES (CF. MPARAH 5:4 AND MMT B 13-17; MYAD 4:7; MTOH 8:9 AND MMT B 55-8; MYAD 4:6 AND MMT B 72-4). THE CHIEF TOPICS OF CONTROVERSY ARE (I) THE CALENDAR (IF IT IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE DOCUMENT); (2) RITUAL PURITY (ACCEPTABILITY OF GENTILE OFFERINGS, LAW ON SLAUGHTER, THE ‘RED HEIFER’ RITUAL, EXCLUSION OF THE BLIND AND THE DEAF, LAW RELATING TO LEPERS, PURITY OF RUNNING LIQUIDS, FOURTH-YEAR FRUIT AND TITHE OF CATTLE, BAN ON DOGS IN JERUSALEM, THE LAW REGULATING CONTACT WITH DEAD BODIES); (3) MARRIAGE AND INTERMARRIAGE RULES, AND (4) DECREES REGULATING ENTRY INTO THE CONGREGATION. MMT IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT AS A SOURCE OF ANCIENT LEGAL DEBATE. IT IS UNIQUE AMONG THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS AND FORESHADOWS THE HALAKHIC PROCESS DEVELOPED AND PRACTISED BY LATER RABBIS. INSTEAD OF PRESENTING A COMPOSITE TEXT, THE TRANSLATION WILL REFLECT ACTUAL MANUSCRIPTS AND FOLLOW THEIR LINE NUMBERING. IF THERE ARE OVERLAPPING FRAGMENTS, GAPS IN THE MAIN MANUSCRIPT WILL BE FILLED FROM THE PARALLEL TEXT AND THE BORROWING WILL APPEAR BETWEEN {}. HOWEVER, TO ASSIST THE READER WHO DESIRES TO CONSULT THE QIMRON-STRUGNELL EDITION, THE LINE NUMBERS OF THEIR COMPOSITE TEXT ARE GIVEN IN BRACKETS. UNLIKE THE EDITORS, I HAVE BEEN ECONOMICAL WITH PURELY CONJECTURAL RESTORATIONS OF THE MANY GAPS. OBSCURITIES IN THE TRANSLATION THEREFORE FAITHFULLY REFLECT THE REAL STATUS OF THE HEBREW ORIGINAL. 
MMT A = A SECTARIAN CALENDAR (4Q394 1-2)
(THE FRAGMENTARY CALENDAR IS PRESENTED IN FIVE PARALLEL COLUMNS WHICH ORIGINALLY COVERED EIGHTEEN LINES. HENCE THE END OF THE CALENDAR AT THE TOP OF 4Q394 3-7 I IS LISTED AS LINES 19 TO 21. WHETHER THIS CALENDAR IS PART OF THE ORIGINAL MMT OR IS MERELY COPIED ON THE SAME SCROLL IS UNCERTAIN.) 
I [ON THE SIXTEENTH OF IT (OF THE SECOND MONTH): SABBATH.] ON THE TWENTY-THIRD OF IT: SABBATH. [ON] THE THIRTIETH OF IT: SABBATH. ON THE SEVENTH OF THE THIRD MONTH: SABBATH. ON THE FOURTEENTH OF IT: SABBATH. ON THE FIFTEENTH OF IT: FEAST OF WEEKS. ON THE TWENTY-FIRST II OF IT: SABBATH. [ON] THE TWENTY-EIGHTH OF IT: SABBATH. THE FIRST OF THE SABBATH (=SUNDAY), AND THE SECOND DAY (=MONDAY) AND THE THIRD ARE TO BE ADDED. AND THE SEASON IS COMPLETE: NINETY-ONE DAYS. THE FIRST OF THE FOURTH MONTH: MEMORIAL DAY. ON THE FOURTH III OF IT: [SABBATH.] ON THE ELEVENTH OF IT: SABBATH. ON THE EIGHTEENTH OF IT: SABBATH. ON THE TWENTY-FIFTH OF IT: SABBATH. ON THE SECOND OF THE FIFTH (MONTH): SABBATH. ON THE THIRD OF IT: FEAST OF WINE, FIRST OF SABBATH (SUNDAY). IV [ON THE NINTH OF IT: SABBATH.] ON THE SIXTEENTH OF IT: SABBATH. ON THE TWENTY-THIRD OF IT: SABBATH. ON THE THIRTIETH OF IT: SABBATH. ON THE SEVENTH OF THE SIXTH (MONTH): SABBATH. ON THE FOURTEENTH OF IT: SABBATH. ON THE TWENTY-FIRST V OF IT: SABBATH. ON THE TWENTY-SECOND OF IT: FEAST OF OIL, FIRST OF SABBATH (SUNDAY). AFTERWARDS: OFFERING OF WOOD. 4Q394 3-71 I (19) [THE (TWENTY)-EIGHTH OF IT (OF THE TWELFTH MONTH)]: SABBATH. THE FIRST [OF THE] SABBATH (=SUNDAY) AND THE SECOND DAY (=MONDAY) AND THE THIRD ARE TO BE ADDED TO IT. (20) AND THE YEAR IS COMPLETE: THREE-HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FOUR (21) DAYS. VACAT.
MMT B = SPECIAL RULES (4Q394 3-7 I CONFLATED WITH 4Q395)
(I) THESE ARE SOME OF OUR TEACHINGS […] WHICH ARE [ (2) THE] WORKS WHICH WE THINK AND ALL OF THEM CONCERN […] (3) AND THE PURITY OF...AND CONCERNING THE OFFERING OF THE WHEAT OF THE GENTILES WHICH THEY... (4) AND THEY TOUCH IT...AND DEFILE IT...ONE SHOULD NOT ACCEPT ANYTHING (5) FROM THE WHEAT OF THE GENTILES [AND NONE OF IT IS] TO ENTER THE SANCTUARY. [AND CONCERNING] {THE SACRIFICE} (4Q395) ... (6) WHICH THEY COOK IN A VESSEL... {IN IT} (4Q395) (7) THE MEAT OF THEIR SACRIFICES AND THAT THEY...IN THE COURTYARD... {IT} (4Q395) (8) WITH THE BROTH OF THEIR SACRIFICE. AND CONCERNING THE SACRIFICE OF THE GENTILES... [WE CONSIDER THAT] THEY {SACRIFICE} (4Q395) (9) TO [AN IDOL AND] THAT IS [LIKE] A WOMAN FORNICATING WITH HIM... {THE SACRIFICE} (4Q395) (10) OF PEACE-OFFERINGS WHICH THEY POSTPONE FROM ONE DAY TO THE NEXT. BUT [IT IS WRITTEN (CF. LEV. 7:15)] (II) THAT THE MEAL-OFFERING {IS EATEN} (4Q395) WITH THE FAT AND THE MEAT ON THE DAY OF [THEIR] BEING SACRIFICED. FOR THE SONS (12) OF THE PRIESTS {ARE TO TAKE CARE OF THIS MATTER} (4Q395) SO AS NOT TO (13) BURDEN THE PEOPLE WITH SIN. {AND CONCERNING THE PURITY OF THE HEIFER OF THE SIN-OFFERING) (4Q395), (14) HE WHO SLAUGHTERS IT AND HE WHO BURNS IT AND HE WHO COLLECTS {ITS ASHES AND HE WHO SPRINKLES THE} (4Q395) [WATER] (15) OF PURIFICATION ALL THESE {ARE TO BE PURE} (4Q395) AT SUNSET (16) SO THAT THE PURE SHALL SPRINKLE THE IMPURE. FOR THE SONS (4Q394 3-7 II CONFLATED WITH 4Q395) (17) {OF AARON ARE TO BE} (4Q395) ...AND FURTHERMORE (18) CONCERNING THE SKINS OF THE CATTLE [AND THE SHEEP...FROM] (19) THEIR SKINS VESSELS...THEY ARE NOT TO (20) BRING THEM TO THE SANCTUARY... (4Q397 1-2 CONFLATED WITH 4Q398 1-3) (21) ...AND FURTHERMORE CONCERNING THE SKINS AND BONES OF UNCLEAN ANIMALS, THEY SHALL NOT MAKE FROM THEIR BONES AND FROM THEIR SKINS (22) HANDLES OF VESSELS AND...AND FURTHERMORE CONCERNING THE SKIN OF THE CARCASS (23) OF A CLEAN [ANIMAL], HE WHO CARRIES THEIR CARCASS SHALL NOT TOUCH THE [SACRED] PURITY. (24) AND CONCERNING... (25) ... (4Q394 3-7 II CONFLATED WITH 4Q397 3) [THE SONS OF] (26) THE PRIESTS ARE TO BE CAREFUL REGARDING {ALL THESE MATTERS} (4Q397 3) SO AS NOT (27) TO BURDEN THE PEOPLE WITH SIN. [AND CONCERNING THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN, [IF A MAN SLAUGHTERS IN THE CAMP OR (28) SLAUGHTERS] OUTSIDE THE CAMP AN OX OR A LAMB OR A GOAT (LEV. 7:13) FOR... {ON THE NORTHERN SIDE OF THE CAMP} (4Q397 3). (29) AND WE CONSIDER THE SANCTUARY AS THE TENT OF MEETING AND JERUSALEM AS (30) THE {CAMP AND OUTSIDE THE} (4Q397 3) CAMP [OUTSIDE JERUSALEM], THAT IS THE CAMP (31) OF THEIR TOWNS. OUTSIDE THE CAMP...THEY BRING OUT THE ASHES (32) OF THE ALTAR AND THEY BURN...FOR JERUSALEM IS THE PLACE WHICH (33) [HE HAS CHOSEN] {FROM ALL THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL} (4Q397 3) ... (4Q396 1-2 I CONFLATED WITH 4Q394 8 III AND 4Q397 5) (35) ...THEY DO NOT SLAUGHTER IN THE SANCTUARY. (36) [AND CONCERNING PREGNANT ANIMALS] {WE CONSIDER} (4Q397 5) [THAT ONE SHOULD NOT SACRIFICE] THE MOTHER AND THE UNBORN YOUNG ON THE SAME DAY. (37) AND CONCERNING EATING, WE CONSIDER THAT THE UNBORN YOUNG (38) MAY BE EATEN... (PROVIDED IT HAS BEEN SLAUGHTERED) ... [THIS IS] SO AND THE SAYING IS WRITTEN CONCERNING A PREGNANT ANIMAL. VACAT (39) AND CONCERNING THE AMMONITE AND THE MOABITE (4Q394 8 III) AND THE {BASTARD} (4Q397 5) [AND THE MAN WHOSE TESTICLES] HAVE BEEN CRUSHED [AND ONE] WHOSE PENIS [DICK] HAS BEEN CUT OFF WHO ENTER (40) THE CONGREGATION...AND THEY TAKE [WIVES SO AS TO BE] {ONE} (4Q397 5) BONE (WITH THEM) ... (41)... (4Q394 8 III CONFLATED WITH 4Q396 1-2 I-II AND 4Q397 5) (42) {IMPURITIES. AND FURTHERMORE, WE CONSIDER} (4Q397 5) (43) [THAT THEY SHOULD NOT...AND SHOULD NOT HAVE INTERCOUR]SE WITH THEM. (44) [... AND THEY SHOULD] {NOT UNITE WITH THEM} (4Q397 5) SO AS TO MAKE THEM (45) [INTO ONE BONE (46) ...THAT SOME OF THE PEOPLE... (47) ... (48) {FROM ALL} (4Q397 5) (SEXUAL) MINGLING (49) ... {AND TO BE FEARFUL OF THE SANCTUARY} (4Q396 12 II). (4Q396 1-2 II) [AND FURTHERMORE CONCERNING] {THE BLIND} (4Q394 8 IV) (50) WHO DO NOT SEE HOW TO BEWARE OF ALL MINGLINGS (4Q394 8 IV CONFLATED WITH 4Q396 1-2 II AND 4Q397 6-13) (51) AND DO NOT SEE THE MINGLINGS WHICH ENTAIL GUILT (OFFERING). (52) AND FURTHERMORE, CONCERNING THE DEAF WHO HAVE NOT HEARD THE DECREES AND JUDGEMENTS AND PURITY (RULES) AND HAVE NOT (53) HEARD THE JUDGEMENTS OF ISRAEL - FOR HE WHO HAS NOT SEEN AND HAS NOT HEARD (THEM) DOES NOT (54) KNOW HOW TO PRACTISE (THEM); YET THEY COME TO THE PURE FOOD OF THE SANCTUARY. VACAT (55) AND FURTHERMORE CONCERNING THE POURING (OF LIQUIDS), WE SAY THAT IT CONTAINS NO (56) PURITY. AND FURTHERMORE, THE POURING DOES NOT SEPARATE THE IMPURE (57) {FROM THE PURE} (4Q397 6-13) FOR THE POURED LIQUID AND THAT IN THE RECEPTACLE ARE ALIKE, (58) ONE LIQUID. AND {DOGS} (4Q397 6-13) ARE NOT TO BE BROUGHT TO THE SACRED CAMP FOR (59) THEY MAY EAT SOME OF THE BONES FROM THE SANCTUARY TO WHICH MEAT IS STILL ATTACHED. FOR (60) JERUSALEM IS {THE SACRED CAMP} (4Q397 6-13) AND IS THE PLACE (4Q396 1-2 III CONFLATED WITH 4Q394 8 IV AND 4Q397 6-13) (61) WHICH HE HAS CHOSEN FROM ALL THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL, FOR JERUSALEM IS THE HEAD (62) OF THE CAMPS OF ISRAEL. AND FURTHERMORE, CONCERNING THE PLANTING OF FRUIT TREES PLANTED (63) IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL, THEY ARE LIKE {FIRSTFRUITS} (4Q397 6-13) DESTINED FOR THE {PRIESTS} (4Q397 6-13)- {AND THE TITHE} (4Q394 8 IV) OF THE CATTLE (64) AND SHEEP IS FOR THE PRIESTS. AND FURTHERMORE, CONCERNING THE LEPERS, WE (65) SAY THAT THEY SHALL NOT COME (INTO CONTACT) WITH THE SACRED PURE FOOD FOR {THEY SHALL BE} (4Q397 6-13) SEPARATED (66) ...FURTHERMORE, IT IS WRITTEN THAT FROM THE TIME HE (THE LEPER) HAS SHAVED AND WASHED, HE SHALL STAY OUTSIDE (67) ... [FOR SEVEN] DAYS. AND NOW WHILE THEIR IMPURITY IS WITH THEM…THEY SHALL NOT (68) COME INTO CONTACT WITH THE SACRED PURE FOOD OF THE HOUSE. AND YOU KNOW (69) ...AND IT IS CONCEALED FROM HIM, HE IS TO BRING (70) {A SIN-OFFERING) (4Q397 6-13). AND CONCERNING THE PERSON WHO DOES ANYTHING WITH A HIGH HAND IT IS WRITTEN THAT HE IS ONE WHO DESPISES AND REVILES (GOD) (CF. NUM. XV, 3031). (71) ... {IMPURITIES OF LEPROSY} (4Q397 6-13), THEY ARE NOT TO EAT FROM THE HOLY THINGS (4Q396 1-2 IV CONFLATED WITH 4Q397 6-13) (72) UNTIL THE SUN HAS SET ON THE EIGHTH DAY. AND CONCERNING [THE IMPURITIES] (73) {OF A MAN, WE SAY THAT EVERY} (4Q397 6-13) BONE TO WHICH (74) FLESH IS OR [IS NOT] ATTACHED IS TO BE TREATED ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF THE DEAD OR SLAIN. VACAT (75) AND CONCERNING FORNICATION PRACTISED BY THE PEOPLE, THEY SHOULD BE SONS OF HOLINESS, (76) AS IT IS WRITTEN, {ISRAEL} (4Q397 6-13) IS HOLY (JER. II, 3). AND CONCERNING HIS CLEAN ANI[MAL], (77) IT IS WRITTEN THAT IT SHALL NOT BE MATED WITH A DIFFERENT KIND. AND CONCERNING [HIS CLOTHES], IT IS WRITTEN THAT THEY SHALL [NOT (78) BE OF MIXED] MATERIAL. AND HE SHALL NOT SOW HIS FIELD AND VINEYARD WITH TWO KINDS. (79) FOR THEY ARE HOLY AND THE SONS OF AARON ARE MOST HOLY. (80) AND YOU KNOW THAT SOME OF THE PRIESTS AND [THE PEOPLE MINGLE] (81) [AND THEY] UNITE AND DEFILE THE [HOLY] SEED AND ALSO (82) THEIR [SEED] WITH WHORES FOR... (4Q397 14-21) (4) AND CONCERNING THE WOMEN...VIOLENCE AND BETRAYAL... (5) FOR IN THESE... [ON ACCOUNT OF] THE VIOLENCE AND FORNICATION THEY PERISHED... (6) PLACES. [AND FURTHERMORE] IT IS WRITTEN [IN THE BOOK OF MOSES THAT] YOU SHALL NOT BRING AN ABOMINABLE THING INTO YOUR HOUSE (CF. DEUT. VII, 26) FOR (7) AN ABOMINABLE THING IS DETESTABLE.
MMT C = THE EXHORTATION (4Q397 14-21 I FOLLOWED BY 4Q398)
[AND YOU KNOW THAT] WE HAVE SEPARATED FROM THE MASS OF THE PEO[PLE] ... (8) AND FROM MINGLING WITH THEM IN THESE MATTERS AND FROM BEING IN CONTACT WITH THEM IN THESE (MATTERS). AND YOU KNOW THAT NO TREACHERY OR LIE OR EVIL (9) IS FOUND IN OUR HANDS FOR WE GIVE FOR [THESE] THE...AND FURTHERMORE (10) WE [HAVE WRITTEN] TO YOU (SING.) THAT YOU SHOULD UNDERSTAND {THE BOOK OF MOSES} (4Q398 14-17 I) AND THE BOOKS OF THE PROPHETS AND DAVID AND ALL (11) THE EVENTS OF EVERY AGE. AND IN {THE BOOK IS WRITTEN} (40398 14-17 I) ...NOT [FOR] (12) YOU {AND THE DAYS OF OLD} (40398 14-17 I). AND FURTHERMORE, IT IS WRITTEN THAT [YOU WILL DEPART] FROM THE WAY AND THAT EVIL WILL BEFALL YOU (CF. DEUT. XXXI, 29). {AND IT IS WRITTEN} (40398 1417 I), (4Q398 14-17 I) (13) AND IT (14) SHALL COME TO PASS WHEN ALL THESE {THINGS} (4.Q39714-21) BEFALL YOU IN THE END OF DAYS, THE BLESSING (15) AND THE CURSE, [THEN YOU WILL CALL THEM TO MIND] AND RETURN TO HIM WITH ALL YOUR HEART (16) AND ALL YOUR SOUL (DEUT. XXX, 1-2) AT THE END OF DAYS. (17) [AND IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK] OF MOSES AND IN THE BOOKS OF THE PROPHETS THAT THERE SHALL COME... (18) [AND THE BLESSINGS CAME] (4Q398 11-13) IN THE DAYS OF SOLOMON THE SON OF DAVID. AND THE CURSES (19) CAME FROM IN THE DAYS OF JEROBOAM THE SON OF NEBAT (20) UNTIL JERUSALEM AND ZEDEKIAH KING OF JUDAH WERE EXILED THAT HE WILL BRING THEM TO...AND WE RECOGNIZE THAT SOME OF THE BLESSINGS AND CURSES WHICH ARE (21) WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF MOSES HAVE COME. AND THIS IS AT THE END OF DAYS WHEN THEY WILL COME BACK TO ISRAEL (22) FOR [EVER] ...AND SHALL NOT TURN BACK-WAR [DS]. AND THE WICKED SHALL ACT (23) WICKEDLY AND... REMEMBER, THE KINGS OF ISRAEL AND UNDERSTAND THEIR WORKS THAT EACH OF THEM WHO (24) FEARED THE TORAH WAS SAVED FROM TROUBLES, AND TO THOSE WHO WERE SEEKERS OF THE LAW, (25) THEIR INIQUITIES (4Q398 14-17 II CONFLATED WITH 4Q399) WERE PARDONED. REMEMBER DAVID, THAT HE WAS A MAN OF PIETY, AND THAT (26) HE WAS ALSO SAVED FROM MANY TROUBLES AND PARDONED. WE HAVE ALSO WRITTEN TO YOU (SING.) CONCERNING (27) SOME OF THE OBSERVANCES OF THE LAW (MIQSAT MA ‘ASE HA-TORAB), WHICH WE THINK ARE BENEFICIAL TO YOU AND YOUR PEOPLE. FOR [WE HAVE NOTICED] THAT (28) PRUDENCE AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE LAW ARE WITH YOU. UNDERSTAND ALL THESE (MATTERS) AND ASK HIM TO STRAIGHTEN (29) YOUR COUNSEL AND PUT YOU FAR AWAY FROM THOUGHTS OF EVIL AND THE COUNSEL OF BELIAL. (30) CONSEQUENTLY, YOU WILL REJOICE AT THE END OF TIME WHEN YOU DISCOVER THAT SOME OF OUR SAYINGS ARE TRUE. (31) AND IT WILL BE RECKONED FOR YOU AS RIGHTEOUSNESS WHEN YOU PERFORM WHAT IS RIGHT AND GOOD BEFORE HIM, FOR YOUR OWN GOOD (32) AND FOR THAT OF ISRAEL. VACAT. 
THE WICKED AND THE HOLY (4Q181)
THE FIRST FRAGMENT OF A DOCUMENT FROM CAVE 4(4Q181), WHICH ITS EDITOR HAS LEFT UNTITLED, DESCRIBES IN A MANNER SIMILAR TO COMMUNITY RULE IV THE RESPECTIVE DESTINIES OF THE DAMNED AND THE CHOSEN. 
...FOR GUILT WITH THE CONGREGATION OF HIS PEOPLE, FOR IT HAS WALLOWED IN THE SIN OF THE SONS OF MEN; (AND IT WAS APPOINTED) FOR GREAT JUDGEMENTS AND EVIL DISEASES IN THE FLESH ACCORDING TO THE MIGHTY DEEDS OF GOD AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR WICKEDNESS. IN CONFORMITY WITH THEIR CONGREGATION OF UNCLEANNESS, (THEY ARE TO BE SEPARATED) AS A COMMUNITY OF WICKEDNESS UNTIL (WICKEDNESS) ENDS. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MERCIES OF GOD, ACCORDING TO HIS GOODNESS AND WONDERFUL GLORY, HE CAUSED SOME OF THE SONS OF THE WORLD TO DRAW NEAR (HIM) ...TO BE COUNTED WITH HIM IN THE COMMUNITY OF THE ‘GODS’ AS A CONGREGATION OF HOLINESS IN SERVICE FOR ETERNAL LIFE AND (SHARING) THE LOT OF HIS HOLY ONES...EACH MAN ACCORDING TO HIS LOT WHICH HE HAS CAST FOR...FOR ETERNAL LIFE... 
4QHALAKHAH A (4Q251)
TWENTY-SIX SEVERELY DAMAGED FRAGMENTS, PALAEOGRAPHICALLY DATED TO THE LATE FIRST CENTURY BCE, REPRESENT EXTRACTS FROM THE PENTATEUCH WITH TEXTUAL VARIATIONS AND EXEGETICAL PARAPHRASES. THE MAIN TOPICS ARE THE SABBATH, COMPENSATION FOR INJURIES, FIRSTFRUITS, THE PRIEST’S WIFE, FORBIDDEN MARITAL UNIONS, ETC. 
FRS. 1-2: ...AND TO DRAW WATER FROM A CISTERN...THE DRAWING... [NO] MAN SHALL TAKE ANYTHING FROM HIS PLACE ON THE SABBATH, [FROM OUTSIDE THE HOUSE INTO IT] OR FROM THE HOUSE OUTSIDE...FOR HIM TO INTERPRET AND READ IN THE BOOK ON THE SABBATH...
FRS. 4-7 I: ...WHEN MEN QUARREL AND ONE STRIKES [HIS FELLOW WITH A STONE OR WITH HIS FIST AND THE MAN DOES NOT] DIE BUT KEEPS HIS BED, [THEN IF THE MAN RISES AGAIN] AND WALKS OUTSIDE, HE WHO INJURED HIM IS NOT GUILTY. ONLY [HE SHALL PAY FOR THE LOSS OF HIS TIME] AND FOR HIS MEDICAL [TREATMENT]. VACAT [WHEN A MAN STRIKES HIS SLAVE, MALE OR FEMALE] WITH A ROD... (CF. EXOD. 21:18-20).
FR. 8: [WHEN A MAN STRIKES HIS SLAVE, MALE OR FEMALE,] IN THE EYE [AND DESTROYS IT, OR IF HE KNOCKS OUT THE TOOTH OF HIS SLAVE, MALE OR FEMALE, HE SHALL FREE] HIM. HE SHALL PAY FOR THE LOSS OF HIS TIME AND FOR HIS MEDICAL TREATMENT FOR THE SAKE OF HIS EYE OR HIS TOOTH (CF. EXOD. 21:26 COMBINED WITH 21:19). WHEN AN OX GORES A MAN OR A WOMAN, THE OX SHALL BE KILLED AND THEY WILL STONE IT [AND ITS FLESH SHALL NOT BE EATEN. BUT THE OWNER OF THE OX WILL BE NOT GUILTY. BUT IF THE OX HAS BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO GORE] IN THE PAST, AND ITS OWNER HAS BEEN WARNED BUT HAS NOT KEPT IT IN, AND IT HAS KILLED A MAN OR A WOMAN, [THE OX SHALL BE STONED AND ITS OWNER ALSO SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH. IF A RANSOM IS LAID UPON HIM, THEN THE MAN SHALL GIVE... (CF. EXOD. 21:28-30).
FR. 9: [LET NO MAN EAT WHEAT, WI]NE OR OIL UNLESS [THE PRIEST HAS WAVED] THEIR BEST, THE FIRSTFRUIT OF THE PRODUCE. NO MAN SHALL DELAY, FOR [WINE] IS THE FIRSTFRUIT OF THE PRODUCE, [AND] THE WHEAT. THE JUICE... (CF. EXOD. 22:28). THE FIRSTFRUITS ARE THE LEAVENED LOAVES WHICH THEY BRING ON THE DAY OF THE [FIRSTFRUITS.] THESE ARE FIRSTFRUITS: LET NO MAN EAT NEW WHEAT...UNTIL THE DAY OF THE BREAD OF THE FIRSTFRUITS HAS COME...
FR. 16: ...WHEN A WOMAN IS GIVEN TO A PRIEST, SHE [MAY EAT] THE FOOD OF HER HUSBAND. [...ONE ACQUIRED BY HIM FOR MONEY AND ONE BORN INTO HIS HOUSE, THEY] MAY EAT HIS FOOD. BUT A WHORE [AND A PROFANED WOMAN MAY NOT EAT THE CONSECRATED FOOD. AND] EVERY UNFAITHFUL DEED WHICH [A MAN] SHALL COMMIT...TO EAT, FOR IT IS AN ABOMINATION...OWNER WHO IS WITHOUT REDEEMER...
FR. 17: ON CASES OF INCEST...NO MAN SHALL TAKE THE WIFE OF HIS FATHER SO AS TO UNCOVER THE SKIRT OF HIS FATHER. NO MAN SHALL TAKE THE DAUGHTER OF HIS BROTHER OR THE DAUGHTER OF [HIS] SISTER. NO MAN SHALL UNCOVER THE NAKEDNESS OF THE SISTER OF [HIS] MOTHER OR OF HIS FATHER. THIS IS WICKEDNESS. A WOMAN SHALL NOT BE GIVEN TO THE BROTHER OF HER FATHER OR TO THE BROTHER OF HER MOTHER...A MAN SHALL NOT UNCOVER THE NAKEDNESS OF...A MAN SHALL NOT GIVE HIS DAUGHTER...
4QHALAKHAH B (4Q264A)
THREE FRAGMENTS OF A LEGAL DOCUMENT, THE FIRST OF WHICH PARTLY OVERLAPS WITH VARIOUS SECTIONS OF 4Q421, DEAL WITH SABBATH REGULATIONS. 
FR. I I: I ...NO MAN SHALL REVISE THE SCROLL OF A BOOK READING ITS SCRIPT ON THE DAY OF [SABBATH] ...BUT THEY MAY READ AND STUDY IT. NO MAN SHALL MAKE PLANS WITH HIS MOUTH... [ON THE DAY OF SABBATH. HE SHALL NOT TALK] ABOUT ANY MATTER RELATING TO WORK OR WEALTH OR...ON THE DAY OF SABBATH. HE SHALL SPEAK NO WORD APART FROM SPEAKING HOLY WORDS AS PRESCRIBED AND FROM PRONOUNCING BLESSINGS OF GOD. HE MAY TALK ABOUT EATING AND DRINKING...
4QTOHOROT (PURITIES) A (4Q274)
THIS IS THE FIRST OF TEN CAVE 4 MANUSCRIPTS DEALING WITH PURITY MATTERS. THE TEXT TRANSLATED REPRESENTS COLUMN I OF THE DOCUMENT AND THE FIRST WORD OF COLUMN II. 4Q274 DEALS WITH UNCLEANNESS CAUSED BY BODILY FLUXES AND ISSUES OF BLOOD AND WITH THE MEANS OF ITS REMOVAL. PARTS OF FR. 3 ARE CONCERNED WITH THE UNCLEANNESS ASSOCIATED WITH THE JUICE OOZING OUT OF FRUIT. 
FR. I I: I ... [LET HIM NOT] BEGIN TO CAST HIS LOT. HE SHALL LIE ON A BED OF SORROW AND SIT IN A SEAT OF SIGHS. HE SHALL DWELL IN ISOLATION WITH ALL THE UNCLEAN, AND AWAY FROM (FOOD) PURITY AT A DISTANCE OF TWELVE CUBITS IN THE WING (ASSIGNED) TO HIM (?) ON THE NORTH-WEST OF EVERY DWELLING-HOUSE ACCORDING TO THIS MEASURE. EVERY MAN FROM AMONG THE UNCLEAN...HE SHALL BATHE IN WATER ON THE SEVENTH DAY AND WASH HIS CLOTHES, AND AFTERWARDS HE MAY EAT. FOR THIS IS WHAT HE SAID, HE SHALL CRY, UNCLEAN, UNCLEAN (LEV. XIII, 45), AS LONG AS THE PLAGUE AFFECTS HIM. A WOMAN WITH A SEVEN-DAY ISSUE OF BLOOD SHALL NOT TOUCH A MAN WITH A FLUX, NOR ANY VESSEL TOUCHED BY A MAN WHO HAS A FLUX, NOR ANYTHING HE HAS LAIN OR SAT ON. BUT IF SHE HAS TOUCHED (THEM), SHE SHALL WASH HER GARMENTS AND BATHE, AND AFTERWARDS SHE MAY EAT. ABOVE ALL, SHE SHALL NOT MINGLE (WITH THE PURE) [DURING] HER SEVEN DAYS SO THAT SHE MAY NOT POLLUTE THE CAMPS OF THE HOLY OF ISRAEL. NEITHER SHALL SHE TOUCH ANY WOMAN WITH A LONG-TERM ISSUE OF BLOOD. AND THE PERSON, EITHER MALE OR FEMALE, WHO COUNTS (THE SEVEN DAYS: CF. LEV. XV, 13) SHALL NOT TOUCH THE MENSTRUANT DURING HER UNCLEANNESS. ONLY WHEN SHE HAS PURIFIED HERSELF [FROM] HER UNCLEANNESS (MAY SHE BE TOUCHED), FOR THE BLOOD OF THE MENSTRUANT IS RECKONED AS A FLUX FOR ANYONE WHO TOUCHES IT. AND IF HE HAS TOUCHED [BODILY] FLUX OR SEMEN, HE SHALL BE UNCLEAN. AND HE WHO HAS TOUCHED A MAN FROM AMONG ALL THESE UNCLEAN PERSONS DURING THE SEVEN DAYS OF [HIS] CLEANSING HE SHALL NOT EAT. IF HE HAS BECOME UNCLEAN BECAUSE OF A CORPSE, HE SHALL BATHE IN WATER, WASH (HIS GARMENTS) AND AFTERWARDS II HE MAY EAT.
FR. 2 I: ...WHEN THEY SPRINKLE ON HIM FOR THE FIRST TIME. HE SHALL BATHE AND WASH (HIS CLOTHES) BEFORE HE EATS. IF IT OCCURS FOR HIM ON THE SEVENTH (DAY) ON THE SABBATH DAY, HE SHALL NOT SPRINKLE ON THE SABBATH, FOR [HE SAYS: KEEP] THE SABBATH (DEUT. V, 12). BUT HE SHALL NOT TOUCH ANYTHING PURE UNTIL HE HAS REPEATED IT. ALL THAT TOUCHES SEMEN BE IT A MAN OR ANY VESSEL SHALL BE IMMERSED. AND THE BEARER OF IT SHALL IMMERSE. AND THE GARMENT ON WHICH IT (THE SEMEN) IS AND THE VESSEL WHICH CARRIES IT SHALL BE IMMERSED IN WATER. IF THERE IS A MAN IN THE CAMP WHO IS UNABLE TO DO THIS (LACKS A SPARE GARMENT), HE SHALL BATHE AND PUT ON ANY GARMENT WHICH HAS NOT BEEN TOUCHED BY IT (THE SEMEN) AS LONG AS IT DOES NOT TOUCH HIS BREAD (FOOD). HE WHO TOUCHES [HIS BED OR] HIS SEAT, IF [HIS] GARMENT HAS NOT TOUCHED IT (THE SEMEN), [HE SHALL BATHE] IN WATER. BUT IF [HIS GARMENT HAS TOUCHED IT (THE BED OR THE SEAT)], HE SHALL WASH IT (THE GARMENT). A MAN SHALL WASH (HIS GARMENT) WITH WATER FOR (EATING) ALL CONSECRATED FOOD...
4Q274 3 I-II: I... GOD UNCOVERS THE PUPIL OF HIS EYE, HE SHALL READ...ALL THEIR PRECEPTS...FOR HE WHO EATS...AND HE IS UNCLEAN... [IF] (THE FRUIT’S) JUICE [HAS NOT OOZED OUT, HE SHALL EAT IT IN PURITY, BUT ALL THOSE] WHICH HAVE BEEN SQUEEZED SO THAT THEIR JUICE HAS OOZED OUT, NO MAN SHOULD EAT THEM [IF] AN UNCLEAN MAN HAS TOUCHED THEM. AND ALSO, FROM THE GREENS...OR RIPE CUCUMBER. WHOEVER HAS...
II ...AND ANY (VESSEL) WHICH HAS A SEAL... [SHALL BE UNCLEAN] FOR A CLEANER MAN. ANY GREEN [THAT HAS NO] MOISTURE OF DEW [ON IT] MAY BE EATEN. AND IF IT IS NOT EATEN, LET HIM PUT IT INTO THE MIDST OF THE WATER. FOR IF A MAN [WERE TO PUT IT ON] THE GROUND, AND [WATER] REACHED IT WHEN THE RAIN [DESCENDED] ON IT, IF AN [UNCLEAN MAN] TOUCHES IT, [LET HIM NOT EAT IT] IN THE FIELD BY ANY MEANS UNTIL THE PERIOD [OF HIS PURIFICATION] ...ANY EARTHEN VESSEL WHICH...WHICH IS IN ITS MIDST...THE LIQUID...
RED HEIFER 4QTOHOROT BA-BB (40276-7)
THESE TWO FRAGMENTS DEAL WITH THE BIBLICAL LAW OF THE ‘RED HEIFER’, THE ASHES OF WHICH WERE USED FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE ‘WATER FOR (THE REMOVAL OF) UNCLEANNESS’ NECESSARY FOR THE CLEANSING OF IMPURITY RESULTING FROM CONTACT WITH A DEAD BODY. RELEVANT EXTRACTS FROM NUM. XIX ARE FREELY QUOTED. THE SUBJECT IS TREATED ALSO IN MMT B 13 (4Q394 FRS. 3-7 I, 16-20). THE SCRIPT DATES TO THE LATE FIRST CENTURY BCE. 
4Q276: [AND THE PRIEST WEARS THE GARMENTS] IN WHICH HE IS NOT MINISTERING IN THE SANCTUARY...RENDERS THE GARMENTS GUILTY. AND HE SLAUGHTERED [THE] HEIFER BEFORE HIM. HE SHALL CARRY HER BLOOD IN A CLAY VESSEL WHICH IS NOT BROUGHT NEAR THE ALTAR. AND WITH HIS FINGER HE SHALL SPRINKLE SOME OF HER BLOOD SEVEN TIMES TOWARDS THE FRONT OF THE TENT OF MEETING. AND HE SHALL CAST THE CEDARWOOD, THE HYSSOP AND THE SCARLET MATERIAL IN THE MIDST OF HER BURNING. [AND HE WHO BURNS (IT)], A MAN WHO IS CLEAN OF EVERY CORPSE UNCLEANNESS, [SHALL WASH HIS CLOTHES AND GATHER] UP THE ASHES OF THE HEIFER AND SHALL DEPOSIT THEM TO BE KEPT [BY THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL FOR THE WATER FOR UNCLEANNESS, FOR THE REMOVAL OF SIN. AND] THE PRIEST SHALL PUT ON...
4Q277: THE PRIEST SHALL TAKE THE HYSSOP AND... THE MAN CLEANSED FROM UNCLEANNESS (LASTING UNTIL) THE EVENING [SHALL GATHER THE ASHES OF THE HEIFER AND GIVE THEM TO] THE PRIEST WHO ATONES WITH THE BLOOD OF THE HEIFER...WITH WHICH THEY ATONE WITH THE LAW OF THE [RED HEIFER] ...IN WATER AND HE SHALL BE UNCLEAN UNTIL THE EVENING. AND HE WHO CARRIES THE CAULDRON OF THE WATER FOR UNCLEANNESS SHALL BE UNCLEAN AND SHALL WASH HIMSELF IN WATER AND WASH (HIS CLOTHES). AND [THE] MAN [SHALL SPRINKLE] THE WATER FOR UNCLEANNESS ON THOSE DEFILED BY UNCLEANNESS, FOR A PURE PRIEST...ON THEM, FOR HE SHALL ATONE FOR THE UNCLEAN. NO WANTON MAN SHALL SPRINKLE ON THE UNCLEAN...THE WATER FOR UNCLEANNESS AND HE SHALL BRING HIM TO THE WATER AND SHALL PURIFY HIM FROM CORPSE UNCLEANNESS... THE PRIEST SHALL SCATTER ON THEM THE WATER FOR UNCLEANNESS TO PURIFY [THEM] ...FOR THEY WILL INDEED BE PURIFIED AND THEIR FLESH SHALL BE PURE AND ANYONE WHO TOUCHES [HIM] ...HIS FLUX...AND [HIS] HANDS ARE NOT DRENCHED IN WATER. HIS BED AND [HIS] DWELLING SHALL BE UNCLEAN...THEY WHO TOUCH HIS FLUX ARE LIKE ONE WHO HAS TOUCHED THE UNCLEANNESS OF ONE WHO HAS TOUCHED (A CORPSE); HE WILL BE UNCLEAN UNTIL THE EVENING. AND HE WHO CARRIES HIS CLOTHES SHALL WASH AND SHALL BE UNCLEAN UNTIL THE EVENING.
4Q HARVESTING (4Q284A)
FOUR FRAGMENTS OF A DOCUMENT HAVE SURVIVED IN A LATE HASMONAEAN— EARLY HERODIAN SCRIPT (MID-FIRST CENTURY BCE). THEY DEAL WITH MATTERS OF UNCLEANNESS AFFECTING FRUITS. ONLY FR. 1 IS TRANSLATABLE. THE PHRASE ‘LIQUIDS OF THE CONGREGATION’ LINKS THIS FRAGMENT TO IQS VI, 20, VII, 20. 
FR. 1: ...BASKET...AND LET HIM NOT GATHER THEM...MAY NOT TOUCH THE LIQUIDS OF THE CONGREGATION, FOR THESE, RENDER UNCLEAN THE BASKET AND THE FIGS [AND THE POMEGRANATES, IF] THEIR JUICE OOZES OUT WHEN HE SQUEEZES THEM ALL AND [A MAN] WHO HAS NOT BEEN BROUGHT INTO THE COVENANT HAS GATHERED THEM. AND IF THEY PRESS [OLIVES IN THE OLIVE PRESS], LET HIM NOT POLLUTE THEM IN ANY MANNER BY OPENING THEM UNTIL HE POURS [THEM INTO THE PRESS] ...IN PURITY...
THE MASTER’S EXHORTATION TO THE SONS OF DAWN
(40298): EIGHT FRAGMENTS OF A MANUSCRIPT WHICH, APART FROM ITS TITLE, IS WRITTEN IN A CRYPTIC ALPHABET, CONTAIN AN EXHORTATION TO A GROUP, DESIGNATED AS ‘SONS OF DAWN’ BY THE ‘MASTER’ (MASKIL), THE TITLE OF THE TEACHER IN CHARGE OF INSTRUCTION IN THE COMMUNITY (CF. COMMUNITY RULE). THE PHRASE, ‘SONS OF DAWN’ (BENE HA-SHAHAR) IS POSSIBLY ATTESTED IN THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT XIII, 14 (CF. M. BROSHI, THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT RECONSIDERED, JERUSALEM, 1992, [35]: ‘NO MEMBER OF THE COVENANT SHALL HAVE ANY DEALINGS WITH THE SONS OF DAWN EXCEPT FOR PAYMENT’). THE EARLIER READING WAS ‘SONS OF THE PIT’ (BENE HA-SHAHAT). S. PFANN SUGGESTS THAT ‘THE SONS OF DAWN’ (NOT YET ‘SONS OF LIGHT’) ARE NEWCOMERS TO THE SECT AT THE EARLIEST STAGES OF THEIR INITIATION. THE EXHORTATION RECALLS THE OPENING PAGES OF THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT. THE SQUARE SCRIPT OF THE TITLE IS SAID TO BELONG TO THE SECOND HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. PARTS OF FRS. 1-2 AND 3-4 ARE LARGE ENOUGH TO BE TRANSLATED. 
4Q298, FRS. 1-2 I: WORD OF THE MASTER WHICH HE SPOKE TO ALL THE SONS OF DAWN. LISTEN TO ME ALL MEN OF HEART (INTELLIGENCE) AND UNDERSTAND MY WORD. AND SEEKERS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, HEAR MY WORD IN ALL THAT PROCEEDS FROM [MY] LIPS. THOSE WHO KNOW HAVE SEARCHED THESE (MATTERS) AND [HAVE] RETURNED [TO THE PATH] OF LIFE...
FRS- 3-4 II: ...AND NOW LISTEN, [O WISE MEN], AND HEAR, O YOU WITH KNOWLEDGE, HEAR. AND MEN OF UNDERSTANDING, INCREASE MIGHT, AND MODESTY, YOU WHO SEARCH JUDGEMENT. [YOU WHO] KNOW THE WAY, INCREASE STRENGTH, AND MEN OF TRUTH, PURSUE RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND YOU WHO LOVE KINDNESS, INCREASE HUMILITY...APPOINTED TIME WHICH...YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THE END OF THE AGES AND YOU WILL GAZE AT ANCIENT THINGS TO KNOW...
4Q MEN WHO ERR (40306)
THREE SMALL FRAGMENTS ALLUDE TO A GROUP UNFAITHFUL TO THE COVENANT (OF ISRAEL). THE ALLUSION TO DOGS RECALLS 4QMMT B 58-9. 
FR. 1: THE OUTCASTS (?) WHO STRAY AND DO NOT PRACTISE [THE PRECEPT], FOR THEY TRANSGRESS IT [FROM DAY] TO DAY, FROM MONTH TO MONTH, ALL THAT IS (IN) THE COVENANT OF ISRAEL...ITS FLESH AND THEY SPIT...AND HE WILL BE ANGRY. AND THE DOGS WILL EAT [THE BONES (COMING) FROM THE TEMPLE]. HE SHALL EXCLUDE THE DOGS FROM THE (TEMPLE) COURT...
REGISTER OF REBUKES (4Q477)
FRAGMENTS OF TWO COLUMNS OF A DOCUMENT CONTAIN A LIST OF COMMUNITY MEMBERS REBUKED FOR OFFENCES AGAINST THE RULES. THIS IS THE ONLY SCROLL FRAGMENT WHICH REVEALS THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS: YOHANAN SON OF AR…, HANANIAH NOTOS AND HANANIAH SON OF SIMON. ACCORDING TO THE EDITOR, THE REBUKES LISTED HERE WERE READ OUT IN PUBLIC BY THE MEBAQQER (OR GUARDIAN), HENCE THE TITLE GIVEN BY HER, THE REBUKES REPORTED BY THE OVERSEER. TO BE MORE PRECISE, IT IS LIKELY THAT THE REBUKES ORIGINATED WITH WITNESSES OF THE OFFENCE. THEY REPORTED IT TO THE GUARDIAN WHO WAS TO RECORD THE INFRINGEMENT (CF. CD IX, 2-4; 16-20). THE EPITHET NOTOS ATTACHED TO THE NAME OF HANANIAH PROBABLY MEANS ‘SOUTHERNER’ IN LINE WITH A PARALLEL MASADA INSCRIPTION (NO. 462: SHIM’ON BAR NOTOS) ASSOCIATES NOTOS WITH THE GREEK NOTHOS (BASTARD). IN COL. II, 1. 8, READS SHYR (=SH’R) BSRW (I.E. NEAR KIN); HAVE SHPK BSRW (EMISSION OF HIS BODY) AND SWD BSRW (THE CARNAL FOUNDATION OF MAN). 
FRS. 1, 2 I AND 3: THE TEXT IS TOO FRAGMENTARY FOR TRANSLATION. NOTE THE SIGNIFICANT PHRASES ‘[TO] RECALL THEIR TRANSGRESSION’, ‘MEN OF THE [COMMUNITY?]’, ‘TO REBUKE’ AND ‘CAMPS OF THE CONGREGATION’ AND ‘THEY REBUKED’. 
FR. 2: II ...WHO...WHO ACTED WICKEDLY...THE CONGREGATION...YOHANAN SON OF AR... [THEY REBUKED BECAUSE] HE WAS SHORT-TEMPERED...WITH HIM...THE INIQUITY WITH HIM AND ALSO THE SPIRIT OF PRIDE WAS WITH [HIM] ...VACAT. THEY REBUKED HANANIAH NOTOS BECAUSE HE...TO DISTURB THE SPIRIT OF THE COMMUNITY...AND ALSO TO MINGLE THE...THEY REBUKED BECAUSE EVIL...WAS WITH HIM AND ALSO BECAUSE HE WAS NOT...AND ALSO BECAUSE HE LOVED HIS BODILY NATURE (OR: SHOWED PREFERENCE TO HIS NEAR KIN) ... [BLANK]. AND [THEY REBUKED] HANANIAH SON OF SIMON [BECAUSE HE] ...AND HE ALSO LOVES THE GOODNESS...
REMONSTRANCES (BEFORE CONVERSION) (4Q471A)
THIS SMALL FRAGMENT, WRITTEN IN HERODIAN SCRIPT, CONTAINS REPROOFS ADDRESSED IN THE SECOND PERSON PLURAL TO A GROUP OF WICKED JEWS. THE CONTEXT IS THAT OF A WAR. IT IS UNLIKELY TO BELONG TO THE WAR SCROLL OR THE BOOK OF WAR AS NEITHER OF THESE INCLUDES SPEECHES TO OUTSIDERS. ACCORDING TO A CONJECTURE PROPOSED BY THE EDITORS, THE OPPONENTS OF THE SECT THUS CRITICIZED ARE THE RULING CLASS OF JUDAEA (HASMONAEANS AND PERHAPS ALSO SADDUCEES), BUT NOTHING IN THE SURVIVING TEXT POSITIVELY SUPPORTS THEIR CAUTIOUSLY PRESENTED SURMISE. HOWEVER, THE SECOND HALF OF THE FRAGMENT CAN BE INTERPRETED IN A POSITIVE SENSE, IN WHICH CASE THE SCENE MAY BE A LAST-MINUTE MASS CONVERSION OF UNFAITHFUL JEWS BEFORE THE FINAL BATTLE. 
...TIME (?) YOU HAVE COMMANDED NOT TO...YOU HAVE BEEN UNFAITHFUL TO HIS COVENANT... [YOU] SAID: LET US FIGHT HIS WARS FOR HE HAS REDEEMED US...YOUR [MIGHTY MEN] SHALL BE HUMBLED. AND THEY DID NOT KNOW THAT HE HAS DESPISED...YOU SHALL SHOW YOURSELVES MIGHTY IN WAR. AND YOU HAVE BEEN RECKONED...BY HIS MEASURING LINE (?). YOU SHALL SEEK RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENT AND THE WORK...YOU SHALL EXALT YOURSELVES. AND HE HAS CHOSEN THEM...FOR A CRY...AND YOU WILL RETURN...SWEET.
HYMNS AND POEMS
THE THANKSGIVING HYMNS (IQH, IQ36, 4Q427-32)
THE HYMNS SCROLL WAS PUBLISHED IN 1954-5 (THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS OF THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY, JERUSALEM). IT HAS SUFFERED A GOOD DEAL OF DETERIORATION AND THE TRANSLATOR HAS DIFFICULTY, NOT ONLY IN MAKING SENSE OF THE POEMS, BUT ALSO IN DETERMINING WHERE ONE ENDS AND ANOTHER BEGINS. FOR A METHOD OF RESTORATION OF THE HYMNS, SEE ‘QUELQUES ASPECTS DE LA RESTAURATION DU ROULEAU DES HYMNES’, JJS 39 (1988), 38-55. HE HAS CONVINCINGLY ARGUED THAT APART FROM SOME FRAGMENTS, THE FIRST THREE COLUMNS OF THE ORIGINAL HYMNS SCROLL ARE LOST. THE MISSING BEGINNING SHOULD BE FOLLOWED BY THE EXISTING COLUMNS IN THE FOLLOWING ORDER: XVII (SHEET 1), XIII-XVI (SHEET 2), I-IV (SHEET 3), V-VIII (SHEET 4) AND IX-XII OF THE EDITIO PRINCEPS. FOUR FURTHER COLUMNS (XXI-XXIV) MAY BE RECONSTRUCTED WITH THE HELP OF THE FORMER COL. XVIII AND VARIOUS FRAGMENTS PUBLISHED. IT SUGGESTS ALSO TWO FURTHER COLUMNS (XXVXXVI) MADE UP FROM OTHER FRAGMENTS. OUR PRESENTATION OF THE HYMNS IS NOW REARRANGED AND RECONSTRUCTION OF THE POEM IN COL. VI (FORMERLY XIV) IS ALSO ADOPTED (CF. ART. CIT., 53-4). NO TRANSLATION IS OFFERED FOR THE EXTREMELY FRAGMENTARY COLS. XXIV-XXVI, THOUGH IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT COL. XXV INCLUDES THE BEGINNING OF A NEW POEM, ‘FOR THE MASTER. A SONG (?)’ FROM IQH, FR. 8. FURTHER FRAGMENTS, OCCASIONALLY USED TO IMPROVE THE READING OF IQH, MAY BE FOUND AT IQ35 (CF. ALSO IQ36 AND 37-40; SEE DJD, I, 136-43) AND 4Q427-32; FOR THE LATTER, SEE DJD, XXIX, 69-232. THE POEMS CONTAINED IN THE SCROLL ARE SIMILAR TO THE BIBLICAL PSALMS. THEY ARE MOSTLY, HYMNS OF THANKSGIVING, INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS AS OPPOSED TO THOSE INTENDED FOR COMMUNAL WORSHIP, EXPRESSING A RICH VARIETY OF SPIRITUAL AND DOCTRINAL DETAIL. BUT THE TWO FUNDAMENTAL THEMES RUNNING THROUGH THE WHOLE COLLECTION ARE THOSE OF SALVATION AND KNOWLEDGE. THE SECTARY THANKS GOD CONTINUALLY FOR HAVING BEEN SAVED FROM THE ‘LOT’ OF THE WICKED, AND FOR HIS GIFT OF INSIGHT INTO THE DIVINE MYSTERIES. HE, A ‘CREATURE OF CLAY’, HAS BEEN SINGLED OUT BY HIS [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] TO RECEIVE FAVOURS OF WHICH HE FEELS HIMSELF UNWORTHY AND HE ALLUDES AGAIN AND AGAIN TO HIS FRAILTY AND TOTAL DEPENDENCE ON GOD. WHEREAS SOME OF THE HYMNS GIVE EXPRESSION TO THOUGHTS AND SENTIMENTS COMMON TO ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE SECT, OTHERS, PARTICULARLY NOS. 1, 2, AND 7-11, APPEAR TO REFER TO THE EXPERIENCES OF A TEACHER ABANDONED BY HIS FRIENDS AND PERSECUTED BY HIS ENEMIES. SEVERAL SCHOLARS TEND TO ASCRIBE THE AUTHORSHIP OF THESE TO THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND EVEN CONSIDER THAT HE MAY BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL THE HYMNS. BUT ALTHOUGH THIS HYPOTHESIS IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE, NO SURE CONCLUSION CAN YET BE REACHED. NOR ARE WE IN A POSITION TO DATE ANY PARTICULAR COMPOSITION. THE MOST WE CAN SAY IS THAT THE COLLECTION AS SUCH PROBABLY ATTAINED ITS FINAL SHAPE DURING THE LAST PRE-CHRISTIAN CENTURY. THE ACCOUNT OF THE BANQUET CELEBRATED BY THE CONTEMPLATIVE ESSENES, OR THERAPEUTAE, ON THE FEAST OF PENTECOST MAY INDICATE THE USE TO WHICH THE HYMNS WERE PUT. HE REPORTS THAT WHEN THE PRESIDENT OF THE MEETING HAD ENDED HIS COMMENTARY ON THE SCRIPTURES, HE ROSE AND CHANTED A HYMN, EITHER ONE OF HIS OWN MAKING OR AN OLD ONE, AND AFTER HIM EACH OF HIS BRETHREN DID LIKEWISE (THE CONTEMPLATIVE LIFE, § 80). SIMILARLY, IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE PSALMS OF THIS SCROLL WERE RECITED BY THE GUARDIAN AND NEWLY INITIATED MEMBERS AT THE FEAST OF THE RENEWAL OF THE COVENANT. HYMN 4 (FORMERLY 21) EXPRESSLY REFERS TO THE OATH OF THE COVENANT, AND HYMN 5 (FORMERLY 22) APPEARS TO BE A POETIC COMMENTARY ON THE LITURGY MARKING THE ENTRY INTO THE COMMUNITY. INDEED, THE RELATIVE POVERTY OF PRINCIPAL THEMES MAY BE DUE TO THE FACT THAT ALL THIS POETRY WAS INTENDED FOR A SPECIAL OCCASION AND ITS INSPIRATIONAL SCOPE WAS THEREBY LIMITED. COLS. I-III ARE MISSING.
IV (FORMERLY XVII) ...HYMN I (FORMERLY 23)
AS THOU HAST SAID BY THE HAND OF MOSES, THOU FORGIVEST TRANSGRESSION, INIQUITY, AND SIN, AND PARDONEST REBELLION AND UNFAITHFULNESS. FOR THE BASES OF THE MOUNTAINS SHALL MELT AND FIRE SHALL CONSUME THE DEEP PLACES OF HELL, BUT THOU WILT DELIVER ALL THOSE THAT ARE CORRECTED BY THY JUDGEMENTS, THAT THEY MAY SERVE THEE FAITHFULLY AND THAT THEIR SEED MAY BE BEFORE THEE FOR EVER. THOU WILT KEEP THINE OATH AND WILT PARDON THEIR TRANSGRESSION; THOU WILT CAST AWAY ALL THEIR SINS. THOU WILT CAUSE THEM TO INHERIT ALL THE GLORY OF ADAM AND ABUNDANCE OF DAYS. HYMN 2 (FORMERLY 24) [I GIVE THEE THANKS] BECAUSE OF THE SPIRITS WHICH THOU HAST GIVEN TO ME! I [WILL BRING FORTH] A REPLY OF THE TONGUE TO RECOUNT THY RIGHTEOUS DEEDS, AND THE FORBEARANCE...AND THE WORKS OF THY MIGHTY RIGHT HAND, AND [THE PARDON] OF THE SINS OF THE FOREFATHERS. [I WILL BOW DOWN] AND IMPLORE THY MERCY [ON MY SINS AND WICKED] DEEDS, AND ON THE PERVERSITY OF [MY HEART], FOR I HAVE WALLOWED IN UNCLEANNESS, AND HAVE [TURNED ASIDE] FROM THE COUNSEL [OF THY TRUTH] AND I HAVE NOT LABOURED... [FOR] THINE, THINE IS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND AN EVERLASTING BLESSING BE UPON THY NAME! [ACCORDING TO] THY RIGHTEOUSNESS, LET [THY SERVANT] BE REDEEMED [AND] THE WICKED BE BROUGHT TO AN END. FOR I HAVE UNDERSTOOD THAT [IT IS THOU WHO DOST ESTABLISH] THE PATH OF WHOMSOEVER THOU CHOOSEST; THOU DOST HEDGE HIM IN WITH [TRUE] DISCERNMENT THAT HE MAY NOT SIN AGAINST THEE, AND THAT HIS HUMILITY [MAY BEAR FRUIT] THROUGH THY CHASTISEMENT. [THOU DOST PURIFY] HIS HEART IN [THY TRIALS]. [PRESERVE] THY SERVANT, [O GOD], LEST HE SIN AGAINST THEE, OR STAGGER ASIDE FROM ANY WORD OF THY WILL. STRENGTHEN THE [LOINS OF THY SERVANT THAT HE MAY] RESIST THE SPIRITS [OF FALSEHOOD, THAT] HE MAY WALK IN ALL THAT THOU LOVEST, AND DESPISE ALL THAT THOU LOATHEST, [THAT HE MAY DO] THAT WHICH IS GOOD IN THINE EYES. [DESTROY] THEIR [DOMINION] IN MY BOWELS, FOR [WITHIN] THY SERVANT IS A SPIRIT OF [FLESH]. 
HYMN 3 (FORMERLY 25)
[I THANK THEE, O LORD, FOR] THOU DIDST SHED [THY] HOLY SPIRIT UPON THY SERVANT V (FORMERLY XIII) ALL THESE THINGS [THOU DIDST ESTABLISH IN THY WISDOM. THOU DIDST APPOINT] ALL THY WORKS BEFORE EVER CREATING THEM: THE HOST OF THY SPIRITS AND THE CONGREGATION [OF THY HOLY ONES, THE HEAVENS AND ALL] THEIR HOSTS AND THE EARTH AND ALL IT BRINGS FORTH. IN THE SEAS AND DEEPS...AND AN EVERLASTING TASK; FOR THOU HAST ESTABLISHED THEM FROM BEFORE ETERNITY. AND THE WORK OF...AND THEY SHALL RECOUNT THY GLORY THROUGHOUT ALL THY DOMINION FOR THOU HAST SHOWN THEM THAT WHICH THEY HAD NOT [SEEN BY REMOVING ALL] ANCIENT THINGS AND CREATING NEW ONES, BY BREAKING ASUNDER THINGS ANCIENTLY ESTABLISHED, AND RAISING UP THE THINGS OF ETERNITY. FOR [THOU ART FROM THE BEGINNING] AND SHALT ENDURE FOR AGES WITHOUT END. AND THOU HAST [APPOINTED] ALL THESE THINGS IN THE MYSTERIES OF THY WISDOM TO MAKE KNOWN THY GLORY [TO ALL]. [BUT WHAT IS] THE SPIRIT OF FLESH THAT IT SHOULD UNDERSTAND ALL THIS, AND THAT IT SHOULD COMPREHEND THE GREAT [DESIGN OF THY WISDOM]? WHAT IS HE THAT IS BORN OF WOMAN IN THE MIDST OF ALL THY TERRIBLE [WORKS]? HE IS BUT AN EDIFICE OF DUST, AND A THING KNEADED WITH WATER, WHOSE BEGINNING [IS SINFUL INIQUITY], AND SHAMEFUL NAKEDNESS, [AND A FOUNT OF UNCLEANNESS], AND OVER WHOM A SPIRIT OF STRAYING RULES. IF HE IS WICKED, HE SHALL BECOME [A SIGN FOR] EVER, AND A WONDER TO (EVERY) GENERATION, [AND AN OBJECT OF HORROR TO ALL] FLESH. BY THY GOODNESS ALONE IS MAN RIGHTEOUS, AND WITH THY MANY MERCIES [THOU STRENGTHENEST HIM]. THOU WILT ADORN HIM WITH THY SPLENDOUR AND WILT [CAUSE HIM TO REIGN AMID] MANY DELIGHTS WITH EVERLASTING PEACE AND LENGTH OF DAYS. [FOR THOU HAST SPOKEN], AND THOU WILT NOT TAKE BACK THY WORD. AND I, THY SERVANT, I KNOW BY THE SPIRIT WHICH THOU HAST GIVEN TO ME [THAT THY WORDS ARE TRUTH], AND THAT ALL THY WORKS ARE RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THAT THOU WILT NOT TAKE BACK THY WORD. 
VI (FORMERLY XIV) HYMN 4 (FORMERLY 21)
[BLESSED ART THOU,] O LORD WHO HAST GIVEN UNDERSTANDING TO THE HEART OF [THY] SERVANT THAT HE MAY UNDERSTAND ALL THESE THINGS AND RESIST [THE WORKS] OF WICKEDNESS AND BLESS JUSTLY ALL THOSE WHO CHOOSE THY WILL, [AND THAT HE MAY LOVE ALL] THAT THOU LOVEST AND LOATHE ALL THAT THOU [HATEST]. THOU SHALT INSTRUCT THY SERVANT...SPIRITS OF MAN FOR THOU HAST CAST THEIR (LOT) ACCORDING TO THE SPIRITS BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL TO ACCOMPLISH THEIR TASK. AND I KNOW THROUGH THE UNDERSTANDING WHICH COMES FROM THEE, THAT IN THY GOODWILL TOWARDS MAN [THOU HAST] INCREASED HIS INHERITANCE IN THY HOLY SPIRIT AND THUS THOU HAST DRAWN ME NEAR TO UNDERSTANDING OF THEE. AND THE CLOSER I APPROACH, THE MORE AM I FILLED WITH ZEAL AGAINST ALL THE WORKERS OF INIQUITY AND THE MEN OF DECEIT. FOR NONE OF THOSE WHO APPROACH THEE REBELS AGAINST THY COMMAND, NOR DO ANY OF THOSE WHO KNOW THEE ALTER THY WORDS; FOR THOU ART RIGHTEOUS, AND ALL THINE ELECT ARE TRUTH. THOU WILT BLOT OUT ALL INJUSTICE AND WICKEDNESS FOR EVER, AND THY RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL BE REVEALED BEFORE THE EYES OF ALL THY CREATURES. I KNOW THROUGH THY GREAT GOODNESS; AND WITH AN OATH I HAVE UNDERTAKEN NEVER TO SIN AGAINST THEE, NOR TO DO ANYTHING EVIL IN THINE EYES. AND THUS, DO I BRING INTO COMMUNITY ALL THE MEN OF MY COUNCIL. I WILL CAUSE EACH MAN TO DRAW NEAR IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS UNDERSTANDING, AND ACCORDING TO THE GREATNESS OF HIS INHERITANCE, SO WILL I LOVE HIM. I WILL NOT HONOUR AN EVIL MAN, NOR CONSIDER [THE BRIBES OF SHAME]; I WILL [NOT] BARTER THY TRUTH FOR RICHES, NOR ONE OF THY PRECEPTS FOR BRIBES. BUT I WILL LOVE EACH MAN ACCORDING TO HIS SPEECH (?) AND ACCORDING AS THOU REMOVEST HIM FAR FROM THEE, SO WILL I HATE HIM; AND NONE OF THOSE WHO HAVE TURNED [FROM] THY COVENANT WILL I BRING INTO THE COUNCIL [OF THY] TRUTH.
HYMN 5 (FORMERLY 22)
[I THANK] THEE, O LORD, AS BEFITS THE GREATNESS OF THY POWER AND THE MULTITUDE OF THY MARVELS FOR EVER AND EVER. [THOU ART A MERCIFUL GOD] AND RICH IN [FAVOURS], PARDONING THOSE WHO REPENT OF THEIR SIN AND VISITING THE INIQUITY OF THE WICKED. [THOU DELIGHTEST IN] THE FREE-WILL OFFERING [OF THE RIGHTEOUS] BUT INIQUITY THOU HATEST ALWAYS. THOU HAST FAVOURED ME, THY SERVANT, WITH A SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE, [THAT I MAY CHOOSE] TRUTH [AND GOODNESS] AND LOATHE ALL THE WAYS OF INIQUITY. AND I HAVE LOVED THEE FREELY AND WITH ALL MY HEART; [CONTEMPLATING THE MYSTERIES OF] THY WISDOM [I HAVE SOUGHT THEE]. FOR THIS IS FROM THY HAND AND [NOTHING IS DONE] WITHOUT [THY WILL]. VII (FORMERLY XV) I HAVE LOVED THEE FREELY AND WITH ALL MY HEART AND SOUL I HAVE PURIFIED... [THAT I MIGHT NOT] TURN ASIDE FROM ANY OF THY COMMANDS. I HAVE CLUNG TO THE CONGREGATION...THAT I MIGHT NOT BE SEPARATED FROM ANY OF THY LAWS. I KNOW THROUGH THE UNDERSTANDING WHICH COMES FROM THEE THAT RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NOT IN A HAND OF FLESH, [THAT] MAN [IS NOT MASTER OF] HIS WAY AND THAT IT IS NOT IN MORTALS TO DIRECT THEIR STEP. I KNOW THAT THE INCLINATION OF EVERY SPIRIT [IS IN THY HAND]; THOU DIDST ESTABLISH [ALL] ITS [WAYS] BEFORE EVER CREATING IT, AND HOW CAN ANY MAN CHANGE THY WORDS? THOU ALONE DIDST [CREATE] THE JUST AND ESTABLISH HIM FROM THE WOMB FOR THE TIME OF GOODWILL, THAT HE MIGHT HEARKEN TO THY COVENANT AND WALK IN ALL (THY WAYS), AND THAT [THOU MIGHTEST SHOW THYSELF GREAT] TO HIM IN THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCIES, AND ENLARGE HIS STRAITENED SOUL TO ETERNAL SALVATION, TO PERPETUAL AND UNFAILING PEACE. THOU WILT RAISE UP HIS GLORY FROM AMONG FLESH. BUT THE WICKED THOU DIDST CREATE FOR [THE TIME] OF THY [WRATH], THOU DIDST VOW THEM FROM THE WOMB TO THE DAY OF MASSACRE, FOR THEY WALK IN THE WAY WHICH IS NOT GOOD. THEY HAVE DESPISED [THY COVENANT] AND THEIR SOULS HAVE LOATHED THY [TRUTH]; THEY HAVE TAKEN NO DELIGHT IN ALL THY COMMANDMENTS AND HAVE CHOSEN THAT WHICH THOU HATEST. [FOR ACCORDING TO THE MYSTERIES] OF THY [WISDOM], THOU HAST ORDAINED THEM FOR GREAT CHASTISEMENTS BEFORE THE EYES OF ALL THY CREATURES, THAT [FOR ALL] ETERNITY THEY MAY SERVE AS A SIGN [AND A WONDER], AND THAT [ALL MEN] MAY KNOW THY GLORY AND THY TREMENDOUS POWER. BUT WHAT IS FLESH THAT IT SHOULD UNDERSTAND [THESE THINGS]? AND HOW SHOULD [A CREATURE OF] DUST DIRECT HIS STEPS? IT IS THOU WHO DIDST SHAPE THE SPIRIT AND ESTABLISH ITS WORK [FROM THE BEGINNING]; THE WAY OF ALL THE LIVING PROCEEDS FROM THEE. I KNOW THAT NO RICHES EQUAL THY TRUTH, AND [HAVE THEREFORE DESIRED TO ENTER THE COUNCIL OF] THY HOLINESS. I KNOW THAT THOU HAST CHOSEN THEM BEFORE ALL OTHERS AND THAT THEY SHALL SERVE THEE FOR EVER. THOU WILT [TAKE NO BRIBE FOR THE DEEDS OF INIQUITY], NOR RANSOM FOR THE WORKS OF WICKEDNESS; FOR THOU ART A GOD OF TRUTH AND [WILT DESTROY] ALL INIQUITY [FOR EVER, AND] NO [WICKEDNESS] SHALL EXIST BEFORE THEE. VIII (FORMERLY XVI) BECAUSE I KNOW ALL THESE THINGS MY TONGUE SHALL UTTER A REPLY. BOWING DOWN AND [CONFESSING ALL] MY TRANSGRESSIONS, I WILL SEEK [THY] SPIRIT [OF KNOWLEDGE]; CLEAVING TO THY SPIRIT OF [HOLINESS], I WILL HOLD FAST TO THE TRUTH OF THY COVENANT, THAT [I MAY SERVE] THEE IN TRUTH AND WHOLENESS OF HEART, AND THAT I MAY LOVE [THY NAME]. BLESSED ART THOU, O LORD, [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] [OF ALL THINGS AND MIGHTY IN] DEEDS: ALL THINGS ARE THY WORK! BEHOLD, THOU ART PLEASED TO FAVOUR [THY SERVANT], AND HAST GRACED ME WITH THY SPIRIT OF MERCY AND [WITH THE RADIANCE] OF THY GLORY. THINE, THINE IS RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR IT IS THOU WHO HAST DONE ALL [THESE THINGS]! I KNOW THAT THOU HAST MARKED THE SPIRIT OF THE JUST, AND THEREFORE I HAVE CHOSEN TO KEEP MY HANDS CLEAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH [THY] WILL: THE SOUL OF THY SERVANT [HAS LOATHED] EVERY WORK OF INIQUITY. AND I KNOW THAT MAN IS NOT RIGHTEOUS EXCEPT THROUGH THEE, AND THEREFORE I IMPLORE THEE BY THE SPIRIT WHICH THOU HAST GIVEN [ME] TO PERFECT THY [FAVOURS] TO THY SERVANT [FOR EVER], PURIFYING ME BY THY HOLY SPIRIT, AND DRAWING ME NEAR TO THEE BY THY GRACE ACCORDING TO THE ABUNDANCE OF THY MERCIES [GRANT ME] THE PLACE [OF THY LOVING-KINDNESS] WHICH [THOU HAST] CHOSEN FOR THEM THAT LOVE THEE AND KEEP [THY COMMANDMENTS, THAT THEY MAY STAND] IN THY PRESENCE [FOR] EVER. LET NO SCOURGE [COME] NEAR HIM LEST HE STAGGER ASIDE FROM THE LAWS OF THY COVENANT. I [KNOW, O LORD, THAT THOU ART MERCIFUL] AND COMPASSIONATE, LONG-SUFFERING AND [RICH] IN GRACE AND TRUTH, PARDONING TRANSGRESSION [AND SIN]. THOU REPENTEST OF [EVIL AGAINST THEM THAT LOVE THEE] AND KEEP [THY] COMMANDMENTS, [THAT] RETURN TO THEE WITH FAITH AND WHOLENESS OF HEART...TO SERVE THEE [AND TO DO THAT WHICH IS] GOOD IN THINE EYES. REJECT NOT THE FACE OF THY SERVANT. 
HYMN 6 (FORMERLY I) IX (FORMERLY I)
THOU ART LONG-SUFFERING IN THY JUDGEMENTS AND RIGHTEOUS IN ALL THY DEEDS. BY THY WISDOM [ALL THINGS EXIST FROM] ETERNITY, AND BEFORE CREATING THEM THOU KNEWEST THEIR WORKS FOR EVER AND EVER. [NOTHING] IS DONE [WITHOUT THEE] AND NOTHING IS KNOWN UNLESS THOU DESIRE IT. THOU HAST CREATED ALL THE SPIRITS [AND HAST ESTABLISHED A STATUTE] AND LAW FOR ALL THEIR WORKS. THOU HAST SPREAD THE HEAVENS FOR THY GLORY AND HAST [APPOINTED] ALL [THEIR HOSTS] ACCORDING TO THY WILL; THE MIGHTY WINDS ACCORDING TO THEIR LAWS BEFORE THEY BECAME ANGELS [OF HOLINESS] ...AND ETERNAL SPIRITS IN THEIR DOMINIONS; THE HEAVENLY LIGHTS TO THEIR MYSTERIES, THE STARS TO THEIR PATHS, [THE CLOUDS] TO THEIR TASKS, THE THUNDERBOLTS AND LIGHTNINGS TO THEIR DUTY, AND THE PERFECT TREASURIES (OF SNOW AND HAIL) TO THEIR PURPOSES, ...TO THEIR MYSTERIES. THOU HAST CREATED THE EARTH BY THY POWER AND THE SEAS AND DEEPS [BY THY MIGHT]. THOU HAST FASHIONED [ALL] THEIR [INHABI]TANTS ACCORDING TO THY WISDOM, AND HAST APPOINTED ALL THAT IS IN THEM ACCORDING TO THY WILL. [AND] TO THE SPIRIT OF MAN WHICH THOU HAST FORMED IN THE WORLD, [THOU HAST GIVEN DOMINION OVER THE WORKS OF THY HANDS] FOR EVERLASTING DAYS AND UNENDING GENERATIONS...IN THEIR AGES THOU HAST ALLOTTED TO THEM TASKS DURING ALL THEIR GENERATIONS, AND JUDGEMENT IN THEIR APPOINTED SEASONS ACCORDING TO THE RULE [OF THE TWO SPIRITS. FOR THOU HAST ESTABLISHED THEIR WAYS] FOR EVER AND EVER, [AND HAST ORDAINED FROM ETERNITY] THEIR VISITATION FOR REWARD AND CHASTISEMENTS; THOU HAST ALLOTTED IT TO ALL THEIR SEED FOR ETERNAL GENERATIONS AND EVERLASTING YEARS...IN THE WISDOM OF THY KNOWLEDGE THOU DIDST ESTABLISH THEIR DESTINY BEFORE EVER THEY WERE. ALL THINGS [EXIST] ACCORDING TO [THY WILL] AND WITHOUT THEE NOTHING IS DONE. THESE THINGS I KNOW BY THE WISDOM WHICH COMES FROM THEE, FOR THOU HAST UNSTOPPED MY EARS TO MARVELLOUS MYSTERIES. AND YET I, A SHAPE OF CLAY KNEADED IN WATER, A GROUND OF SHAME AND A SOURCE OF POLLUTION, A MELTING-POT OF WICKEDNESS AND AN EDIFICE OF SIN, A STRAYING AND PERVERTED SPIRIT OF NO UNDERSTANDING, FEARFUL OF RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENTS, WHAT CAN I SAY THAT IS NOT FOREKNOWN, AND WHAT CAN I UTTER THAT IS NOT FORETOLD? ALL THINGS ARE, GRAVEN BEFORE THEE ON A WRITTEN REMINDER FOR EVERLASTING AGES, AND FOR THE NUMBERED CYCLES OF THE ETERNAL YEARS IN ALL THEIR SEASONS; THEY ARE NOT HIDDEN OR ABSENT FROM THEE. WHAT SHALL A MAN SAY CONCERNING HIS SIN? AND HOW SHALL HE PLEAD CONCERNING HIS INIQUITIES? AND HOW SHALL HE REPLY TO RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENT? FOR THINE, O GOD OF KNOWLEDGE, ARE ALL RIGHTEOUS DEEDS AND THE COUNSEL OF TRUTH; BUT TO THE SONS OF MEN IS THE WORK OF INIQUITY AND DEEDS OF DECEIT. IT IS THOU WHO HAST CREATED BREATH FOR THE TONGUE AND THOU KNOWEST ITS WORDS; THOU DIDST ESTABLISH THE FRUIT OF THE LIPS BEFORE EVER THEY WERE. THOU DOST SET WORDS TO MEASURE AND THE FLOW OF BREATH FROM THE LIPS TO METRE. THOU BRINGEST FORTH SOUNDS ACCORDING TO THEIR MYSTERIES, AND THE FLOW OF BREATH FROM THE LIPS ACCORDING TO ITS RECKONING, THAT THEY MAY TELL OF THY GLORY AND RECOUNT THY WONDERS IN ALL THY WORKS OF TRUTH AND [IN ALL THY] RIGHTEOUS [JUDGEMENTS]; AND THAT THY NAME BE PRAISED BY THE MOUTH OF ALL MEN, AND THAT THEY MAY KNOW THEE ACCORDING TO THEIR UNDERSTANDING AND BLESS THEE FOR EVER. BY THY MERCIES AND BY THY GREAT GOODNESS, THOU HAST STRENGTHENED THE SPIRIT OF MAN IN THE FACE OF THE SCOURGE, AND HAST PURIFIED [THE ERRING SPIRIT] OF A MULTITUDE OF SINS, THAT IT MAY DECLARE THY MARVELS IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL THY CREATURES. [I WILL DECLARE TO THE ASSEMBLY OF THE SIMPLE] THE JUDGEMENTS BY WHICH I WAS SCOURGED, AND TO THE SONS OF MEN, ALL THY WONDERS BY WHICH THOU HAST SHOWN THYSELF MIGHTY [IN ME IN THE PRESENCE OF THE SONS OF ADAM]. HEAR, O YOU WISE MEN, AND MEDITATE ON KNOWLEDGE; O YOU FEARFUL, BE STEADFAST! INCREASE IN PRUDENCE, [O ALL YOU SIMPLE]; O JUST MEN, PUT AWAY INIQUITY! HOLD FAST [TO THE COVENANT], O ALL YOU PERFECT OF WAY; [O ALL YOU AFFLICTED WITH] MISERY, BE PATIENT AND DESPISE NO RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENT! BUT THE FOOLISH OF HEART SHALL NOT COMPREHEND THESE THINGS X (FORMERLY II) UPON MY [UNCIRCUMCISED] LIPS THOU HAST LAID A REPLY. THOU HAST UPHELD MY SOUL, STRENGTHENING MY LOINS AND RESTORING MY POWER; MY FOOT HAS STOOD IN THE REALM OF UNGODLINESS. I HAVE BEEN A SNARE TO THOSE WHO REBEL, BUT HEALING TO THOSE OF THEM WHO REPENT, PRUDENCE TO THE SIMPLE, AND STEADFASTNESS TO THE FEARFUL OF HEART. TO TRAITORS THOU HAST MADE OF ME A MOCKERY AND SCORN, BUT A COUNSEL OF TRUTH AND UNDERSTANDING TO THE UPRIGHT OF WAY. I HAVE BEEN INIQUITY FOR THE WICKED, ILL-REPUTE ON THE LIPS OF THE FIERCE, THE SCOFFERS HAVE GNASHED THEIR TEETH. I HAVE BEEN A BYWORD TO TRAITORS, THE ASSEMBLY OF THE WICKED HAS RAGED AGAINST ME; THEY HAVE ROARED LIKE TURBULENT SEAS AND THEIR TOWERING WAVES HAVE SPAT OUT MUD AND SLIME. BUT TO THE ELECT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS THOU HAST MADE ME A BANNER, AND A DISCERNING INTERPRETER OF WONDERFUL MYSTERIES, TO TRY [THOSE WHO PRACTISE] TRUTH AND TO TEST THOSE WHO LOVE CORRECTION. TO THE INTERPRETERS OF ERROR, I HAVE BEEN AN OPPONENT, [BUT A MAN OF PEACE] TO ALL THOSE WHO SEE TRUE THINGS. TO ALL THOSE WHO SEEK SMOOTH THINGS I HAVE BEEN A SPIRIT OF ZEAL; LIKE THE SOUND OF THE ROARING OF MANY WATERS SO HAVE [ALL] THE DECEIVERS THUNDERED AGAINST ME; [ALL] THEIR THOUGHTS WERE DEVILISH [SCHEMINGS]. THEY HAVE CAST TOWARDS THE PIT THE LIFE OF THE MAN WHOSE MOUTH THOU HAST CONFIRMED, AND INTO WHOSE HEART THOU HAST PUT TEACHING AND UNDERSTANDING, THAT HE MIGHT OPEN A FOUNTAIN OF KNOWLEDGE TO ALL MEN OF INSIGHT. THEY HAVE EXCHANGED THEM FOR LIPS OF UNCIRCUMCISION, AND FOR THE FOREIGN TONGUE OF A PEOPLE WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING, THAT THEY MIGHT COME TO RUIN IN THEIR STRAYING. 
HYMN 7 (FORMERLY 2)
I THANK THEE, O LORD, FOR THOU HAST PLACED MY SOUL IN THE BUNDLE OF THE LIVING, AND HAST HEDGED ME ABOUT AGAINST ALL THE SNARES OF THE PIT. VIOLENT MEN HAVE SOUGHT AFTER MY LIFE BECAUSE I HAVE CLUNG TO THY COVENANT. FOR THEY, AN ASSEMBLY OF DECEIT, AND A HORDE OF BELIAL, KNOW NOT THAT MY STAND IS MAINTAINED BY THEE, AND THAT IN THY MERCY THOU WILT SAVE MY SOUL SINCE MY STEPS PROCEED FROM THEE. FROM THEE IT IS THAT THEY ASSAIL MY LIFE, THAT THOU MAYEST BE GLORIFIED BY THE JUDGEMENT OF THE WICKED, AND MANIFEST THY MIGHT THROUGH ME IN THE PRESENCE OF THE SONS OF MEN; FOR IT IS BY THY MERCY THAT I STAND. AND I SAID, MIGHTY MEN HAVE PITCHED THEIR CAMPS AGAINST ME, AND HAVE ENCOMPASSED ME WITH ALL THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR. THEY HAVE LET FLY ARROWS AGAINST WHICH THERE IS NO CURE, AND THE FLAME OF (THEIR) JAVELINS IS LIKE A CONSUMING FIRE AMONG TREES. THE CLAMOUR OF THEIR SHOUTING IS LIKE THE BELLOWING OF MANY WATERS, LIKE A STORM OF DESTRUCTION DEVOURING A MULTITUDE OF MEN; AS THEIR WAVES REAR UP, NAUGHT AND VANITY SPOUT UPWARD TO THE STARS. BUT ALTHOUGH MY HEART MELTED LIKE WATER, MY SOUL HELD FAST TO THY COVENANT, AND THE NET WHICH THEY SPREAD FOR ME HAS TAKEN THEIR OWN FOOT; THEY HAVE THEMSELVES FALLEN INTO THE SNARES WHICH THEY LAID FOR MY LIFE. BUT MY FOOT REMAINS UPON LEVEL GROUND; APART FROM THEIR ASSEMBLY I WILL BLESS THY NAME. 
HYMN 8 (FORMERLY 3)
I THANK THEE, O LORD, FOR THOU HAST [FASTENED] THINE EYE UPON ME. THOU HAST SAVED ME FROM THE ZEAL OF LYING INTERPRETERS, AND FROM THE CONGREGATION OF THOSE WHO SEEK SMOOTH THINGS. THOU HAST REDEEMED THE SOUL OF THE POOR ONE WHOM THEY PLANNED TO DESTROY BY SPILLING HIS BLOOD BECAUSE HE SERVED THEE. BECAUSE [THEY KNEW NOT] THAT MY STEPS WERE DIRECTED BY THEE, THEY MADE ME AN OBJECT OF SHAME AND DERISION IN THE MOUTH OF ALL THE SEEKERS OF FALSEHOOD. BUT THOU, O MY GOD, HAST SUCCOURED THE SOUL OF THE POOR AND THE NEEDY AGAINST ONE STRONGER THAN HE; THOU HAST REDEEMED MY SOUL FROM THE HAND OF THE MIGHTY. THOU HAST NOT PERMITTED THEIR INSULTS TO DISMAY ME SO THAT I FORSOOK THY SERVICE FOR FEAR OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THE [UNGODLY], OR BARTERED MY STEADFAST HEART FOR FOLLY. 
HYMN 9 (FORMERLY 4)
XI (FORMERLY III) THEY CAUSED [ME] TO BE LIKE A SHIP ON THE DEEPS OF THE [SEA], AND LIKE A FORTIFIED CITY BEFORE [THE AGGRESSOR], [AND] LIKE A WOMAN IN TRAVAIL WITH HER FIRST-BORN CHILD, UPON WHOSE BELLY PANGS HAVE COME AND GRIEVOUS PAINS, FILLING WITH ANGUISH HER CHILD-BEARING CRUCIBLE. FOR THE CHILDREN HAVE COME TO THE THROES OF DEATH, AND SHE LABOURS IN HER PAINS WHO BEARS A MAN. FOR AMID THE THROES OF DEATH SHE SHALL BRING FORTH A MAN-CHILD, AND AMID THE PAINS OF HELL THERE SHALL SPRING FROM HER CHILD-BEARING CRUCIBLE A MARVELLOUS MIGHTY COUNSELLOR; AND A MAN SHALL BE DELIVERED FROM OUT OF THE THROES. WHEN HE IS CONCEIVED ALL WOMBS SHALL QUICKEN, AND THE TIME OF THEIR DELIVERY SHALL BE IN GRIEVOUS PAINS; THEY SHALL BE APPALLED WHO ARE WITH CHILD. AND WHEN HE IS BROUGHT FORTH EVERY PANG SHALL COME UPON THE CHILD-BEARING CRUCIBLE. AND THEY, THE CONCEIVERS OF VANITY, SHALL BE PREY TO TERRIBLE ANGUISH; THE WOMBS OF THE PIT SHALL BE PREY TO ALL THE WORKS OF HORROR. THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE WALL SHALL ROCK LIKE A SHIP UPON THE FACE OF THE WATERS; THE HEAVENS SHALL ROAR WITH A NOISE OF ROARING, AND THOSE WHO DWELL IN THE DUST, AS WELL AS THOSE WHO SAIL THE SEAS, SHALL BE APPALLED BY THE ROARING OF THE WATERS. ALL THEIR WISE MEN SHALL BE LIKE SAILORS ON THE DEEPS, FOR ALL THEIR WISDOM SHALL BE SWALLOWED UP IN THE MIDST OF THE HOWLING SEAS. AS THE ABYSSES BOIL ABOVE THE FOUNTAINS OF THE WATERS, THE TOWERING WAVES AND BILLOWS SHALL RAGE WITH THE VOICE OF THEIR ROARING; AND AS THEY RAGE, [HELL AND ABADDON] SHALL OPEN [AND ALL] THE FLYING ARROWS OF THE PIT SHALL SEND OUT THEIR VOICE TO THE ABYSS. AND THE GATES [OF HELL] SHALL OPEN [ON ALL] THE WORKS OF VANITY; AND THE DOORS OF THE PIT SHALL CLOSE ON THE CONCEIVERS OF WICKEDNESS; AND THE EVERLASTING BARS SHALL BE BOLTED ON ALL THE SPIRITS OF NAUGHT. 
HYMN 10 (FORMERLY 5)
I THANK THEE, O LORD, FOR THOU HAST REDEEMED MY SOUL FROM THE PIT, AND FROM THE HELL OF ABADDON THOU HAST RAISED ME UP TO EVERLASTING HEIGHT. I WALK ON LIMITLESS LEVEL GROUND, AND I KNOW THERE IS HOPE FOR HIM WHOM THOU HAST SHAPED FROM DUST FOR THE EVERLASTING COUNCIL. THOU HAST CLEANSED A PERVERSE SPIRIT OF GREAT SIN THAT IT MAY STAND WITH THE HOST OF THE HOLY ONES, AND THAT IT MAY ENTER INTO COMMUNITY WITH THE CONGREGATION OF THE SONS OF HEAVEN. THOU HAST ALLOTTED TO MAN AN EVERLASTING DESTINY AMIDST THE SPIRITS OF KNOWLEDGE, THAT HE MAY PRAISE THY NAME IN A COMMON REJOICING AND RECOUNT THY MARVELS BEFORE ALL THY WORKS. AND YET I, A CREATURE OF CLAY, WHAT AM I? KNEADED WITH WATER, WHAT IS MY WORTH AND MY MIGHT? FOR I HAVE STOOD IN THE REALM OF WICKEDNESS AND MY LOT WAS WITH THE DAMNED; THE SOUL OF THE POOR ONE WAS CARRIED AWAY IN THE MIDST OF GREAT TRIBULATION. MISERIES OF TORMENT DOGGED MY STEPS WHILE ALL THE SNARES OF THE PIT WERE OPENED AND THE LURES OF WICKEDNESS WERE SET UP AND THE NETS OF THE DAMNED (WERE SPREAD) ON THE WATERS; WHILE ALL THE ARROWS OF THE PIT FLEW OUT WITHOUT CEASE, AND, STRIKING, LEFT NO HOPE; WHILE THE ROPE BEAT DOWN IN JUDGEMENT AND A DESTINY OF WRATH (FELL) UPON THE ABANDONED AND A VENTING OF FURY UPON THE CUNNING. IT WAS A TIME OF THE WRATH OF ALL BELIAL AND THE BONDS OF DEATH TIGHTENED WITHOUT ANY ESCAPE. THE TORRENTS OF BELIAL SHALL REACH TO ALL SIDES OF THE WORLD. IN ALL THEIR CHANNELS A CONSUMING FIRE SHALL DESTROY EVERY TREE, GREEN AND BARREN, ON THEIR BANKS; UNTO THE END OF THEIR COURSES IT SHALL SCOURGE WITH FLAMES OF FIRE, AND SHALL CONSUME THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH AND THE EXPANSE OF DRY LAND. THE BASES OF THE MOUNTAINS SHALL BLAZE AND THE ROOTS OF THE ROCKS SHALL TURN TO TORRENTS OF PITCH; IT SHALL DEVOUR AS FAR AS THE GREAT ABYSS. THE TORRENTS OF BELIAL SHALL BREAK INTO ABADDON, AND THE DEEPS OF THE ABYSS SHALL GROAN AMID THE ROAR OF HEAVING MUD. THE LAND SHALL CRY OUT BECAUSE OF THE CALAMITY FALLEN UPON THE WORLD, AND ALL ITS DEEPS SHALL HOWL. AND ALL THOSE UPON IT SHALL RAVE AND SHALL PERISH AMID THE GREAT MISFORTUNE. FOR GOD SHALL SOUND HIS MIGHTY VOICE, AND HIS HOLY ABODE SHALL THUNDER WITH THE TRUTH OF HIS GLORY. THE HEAVENLY HOSTS SHALL CRY OUT AND THE WORLD’S FOUNDATIONS SHALL STAGGER AND SWAY. THE WAR OF THE HEAVENLY WARRIORS SHALL SCOURGE THE EARTH; AND IT SHALL NOT END BEFORE THE APPOINTED DESTRUCTION WHICH SHALL BE FOR EVER AND WITHOUT COMPARE. 
HYMN 11 (FORMERLY 6)
I THANK THEE, O LORD, FOR THOU ART AS A FORTIFIED WALL TO ME, AND AS AN IRON BAR AGAINST ALL DESTROYERS THOU HAST SET MY FEET UPON ROCK...THAT I MAY WALK IN THE WAY OF ETERNITY AND IN THE PATHS WHICH THOU HAST CHOSEN. 
XII (FORMERLY IV) HYMN 12 (FORMERLY 7)
I THANK THEE, O LORD, FOR THOU HAST ILLUMINED MY FACE BY THY COVENANT, I SEEK THEE, AND SURE AS THE DAWN THOU APPEAREST AS [PERFECT LIGHT] TO ME. TEACHERS OF LIES [HAVE SMOOTHED] THY PEOPLE [WITH WORDS], AND [FALSE PROPHETS] HAVE LED THEM ASTRAY; THEY PERISH WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING FOR THEIR WORKS ARE IN FOLLY. FOR I AM DESPISED BY THEM AND THEY HAVE NO ESTEEM FOR ME THAT THOU MAYEST MANIFEST THY MIGHT THROUGH ME. THEY HAVE BANISHED ME FROM MY LAND LIKE A BIRD FROM ITS NEST; ALL MY FRIENDS AND BRETHREN ARE DRIVEN FAR FROM ME AND HOLD ME FOR A BROKEN VESSEL. AND THEY, TEACHERS OF LIES AND SEERS OF FALSEHOOD, HAVE SCHEMED AGAINST ME A DEVILISH SCHEME, TO EXCHANGE THE LAW ENGRAVED ON MY HEART BY THEE FOR THE SMOOTH THINGS (WHICH THEY SPEAK) TO THY PEOPLE. AND THEY WITHHOLD FROM THE THIRSTY THE DRINK OF KNOWLEDGE, AND ASSUAGE THEIR THIRST WITH VINEGAR, THAT THEY MAY GAZE ON THEIR STRAYING, ON THEIR FOLLY CONCERNING THEIR FEAST-DAYS, ON THEIR FALL INTO THEIR SNARES. BUT THOU, O GOD, DOST DESPISE ALL BELIAL’S DESIGNS; IT IS THY PURPOSE THAT SHALL BE DONE AND THE DESIGN OF THY HEART THAT SHALL BE ESTABLISHED FOR EVER. AS FOR THEM, THEY DISSEMBLE, THEY PLAN DEVILISH SCHEMES. THEY SEEK THEE WITH A DOUBLE HEART AND ARE NOT CONFIRMED IN THY TRUTH A ROOT BEARING POISONED AND BITTER FRUIT IS IN THEIR DESIGNS; THEY WALK IN STUBBORNNESS OF HEART AND SEEK THEE AMONG IDOLS, AND THEY SET BEFORE THEMSELVES THE STUMBLING-BLOCK OF THEIR SIN. THEY COME TO INQUIRE OF THEE FROM THE MOUTH OF LYING PROPHETS DECEIVED BY ERROR WHO SPEAK [WITH STRANGE] LIPS TO THY PEOPLE, AND AN ALIEN TONGUE, THAT THEY MAY CUNNINGLY TURN ALL THEIR WORKS TO FOLLY. FOR [THEY HEARKEN] NOT [TO] THY [VOICE], NOR DO THEY GIVE EAR TO THY WORD; OF THE VISION OF KNOWLEDGE THEY SAY, ‘IT IS UNSURE’, AND OF THE WAY OF THY HEART, ‘IT IS NOT (THE WAY)’. BUT THOU, O GOD, WILT REPLY TO THEM, CHASTISING THEM IN THY MIGHT BECAUSE OF THEIR IDOLS AND BECAUSE OF THE MULTITUDE OF THEIR SINS, THAT THEY WHO HAVE TURNED ASIDE FROM THY COVENANT MAY BE CAUGHT IN THEIR OWN DESIGNS. THOU WILT DESTROY IN JUDGEMENT ALL MEN OF LIES, AND THERE SHALL BE NO MORE SEERS OF ERROR; FOR IN THY WORKS IS NO FOLLY, NO GUILE IN THE DESIGN OF THY HEART. BUT THOSE WHO PLEASE THEE SHALL STAND BEFORE THEE FOR EVER; THOSE WHO WALK IN THE WAY OF THY HEART SHALL BE ESTABLISHED FOR EVERMORE. CLINGING TO THEE, I WILL STAND. I WILL RISE AGAINST THOSE WHO DESPISE ME AND MY HAND SHALL BE TURNED AGAINST THOSE WHO DERIDE ME; FOR THEY HAVE NO ESTEEM FOR ME [THAT THOU MAYEST] MANIFEST THY MIGHT THROUGH ME. THOU HAST REVEALED THYSELF TO ME IN THY POWER AS PERFECT LIGHT, AND THOU HAST NOT COVERED MY FACE WITH SHAME. ALL THOSE WHO ARE GATHERED IN THY COVENANT INQUIRE OF ME, AND THEY HEARKEN TO ME WHO WALK IN THE WAY OF THY HEART, WHO ARRAY THEMSELVES FOR THEE IN THE COUNCIL OF THE HOLY. THOU WILT CAUSE THEIR LAW TO ENDURE FOR EVER AND TRUTH TO GO FORWARD UNHINDERED, AND THOU WILT NOT ALLOW THEM TO BE LED ASTRAY BY THE HAND OF THE DAMNED WHEN THEY PLOT AGAINST THEM. THOU WILT PUT THE FEAR OF THEM INTO THY PEOPLE AND (WILT MAKE OF THEM) A HAMMER TO ALL THE PEOPLES OF THE LANDS, THAT AT THE JUDGEMENT THEY MAY CUT OFF ALL THOSE WHO TRANSGRESS THY WORD. THROUGH ME THOU HAST ILLUMINED THE FACE OF THE CONGREGATION AND HAST SHOWN THINE INFINITE POWER. FOR THOU HAST GIVEN ME KNOWLEDGE THROUGH THY MARVELLOUS MYSTERIES, AND HAST SHOWN THYSELF MIGHTY WITHIN ME IN THE MIDST OF THY MARVELLOUS COUNCIL. THOU HAST DONE WONDERS BEFORE THE CONGREGATION FOR THE SAKE OF THY GLORY, THAT THEY MAY MAKE KNOWN THY MIGHTY DEEDS TO ALL THE LIVING. BUT WHAT IS FLESH (TO BE WORTHY) OF THIS? WHAT IS A CREATURE OF CLAY FOR SUCH GREAT MARVELS TO BE DONE, WHEREAS HE IS IN INIQUITY FROM THE WOMB AND IN GUILTY UNFAITHFULNESS UNTIL HIS OLD AGE? RIGHTEOUSNESS, I KNOW, IS NOT OF MAN, NOR IS PERFECTION OF WAY OF THE SON OF MAN: TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] BELONG ALL RIGHTEOUS DEEDS. THE WAY OF MAN IS NOT ESTABLISHED EXCEPT BY THE SPIRIT WHICH GOD CREATED FOR HIM TO MAKE PERFECT A WAY FOR THE CHILDREN OF MEN, THAT ALL HIS CREATURES MAY KNOW THE MIGHT OF HIS POWER, AND THE ABUNDANCE OF HIS MERCIES TOWARDS ALL THE SONS OF HIS GRACE. AS FOR ME, SHAKING AND TREMBLING SEIZE ME AND ALL MY BONES ARE BROKEN; MY HEART DISSOLVES LIKE WAX BEFORE FIRE AND MY KNEES ARE LIKE WATER POURING DOWN A STEEP PLACE. FOR I REMEMBER MY SINS AND THE UNFAITHFULNESS OF MY FATHERS. WHEN THE WICKED ROSE AGAINST THY COVENANT AND THE DAMNED AGAINST THY WORD, I SAID IN MY SINFULNESS, ‘I AM FORSAKEN BY THY COVENANT.’ BUT CALLING TO MIND THE MIGHT OF THY HAND AND THE GREATNESS OF THY COMPASSION, I ROSE AND STOOD, AND MY SPIRIT WAS ESTABLISHED IN FACE OF THE SCOURGE. I LEAN ON THY GRACE AND ON THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCIES, FOR THOU WILT PARDON INIQUITY, AND THROUGH THY RIGHTEOUSNESS [THOU WILT PURIFY MAN] OF HIS SIN. NOT FOR HIS SAKE WILT THOU DO IT, [BUT FOR THE SAKE OF THY GLORY]. FOR THOU HAST CREATED THE JUST AND THE WICKED. 
XIII (FORMERLY V) HYMN 13 (FORMERLY 8)
I THANK THEE, O LORD, FOR THOU HAST NOT ABANDONED ME WHILST I SOJOURNED AMONG A PEOPLE [BURDENED WITH SIN]. [THOU HAST NOT] JUDGED ME ACCORDING TO MY GUILT, NOR HAST THOU ABANDONED ME BECAUSE OF THE DESIGNS OF MY INCLINATION; BUT THOU HAST SAVED MY LIFE FROM THE PIT. THOU HAST BROUGHT [THY SERVANT DELIVERANCE] IN THE MIDST OF LIONS DESTINED FOR THE GUILTY, AND OF LIONESSES WHICH CRUSH THE BONES OF THE MIGHTY AND DRINK THE BLOOD OF THE BRAVE. THOU HAST CAUSED ME TO DWELL WITH THE MANY FISHERS WHO SPREAD A NET UPON THE FACE OF THE WATERS, AND WITH THE HUNTERS OF THE CHILDREN OF INIQUITY; THOU HAST ESTABLISHED ME THERE FOR JUSTICE. THOU HAST CONFIRMED THE COUNSEL OF TRUTH IN MY HEART AND THE WATERS OF THE COVENANT FOR THOSE WHO SEEK IT. THOU HAST CLOSED UP THE MOUTH OF THE YOUNG LIONS WHOSE TEETH ARE LIKE A SWORD, AND WHOSE GREAT TEETH ARE LIKE A POINTED SPEAR, LIKE THE VENOM OF DRAGONS. ALL THEIR DESIGN IS FOR ROBBERY AND THEY HAVE LAIN IN WAIT; BUT THEY HAVE NOT OPENED THEIR MOUTH AGAINST ME. FOR THOU, O GOD, HAST SHELTERED ME FROM THE CHILDREN OF MEN, ND HAST HIDDEN THY LAW [WITHIN ME] AGAINST THE TIME WHEN THOU SHOULDST REVEAL THY SALVATION TO ME. FOR THOU HAST NOT FORSAKEN ME IN MY SOUL’S DISTRESS, AND THOU HAST HEARD MY CRY IN THE BITTERNESS OF MY SOUL; AND WHEN I GROANED, THOU DIDST CONSIDER MY SORROWFUL COMPLAINT. THOU HAST PRESERVED THE SOUL OF THE POOR ONE IN THE DEN OF LIONS WHICH SHARPENED THEIR TONGUE LIKE A SWORD. THOU HAST CLOSED UP THEIR TEETH, O GOD, LEST THEY REND THE SOUL OF THE POOR AND NEEDY. THOU HAST MADE THEIR TONGUE GO BACK LIKE A SWORD TO ITS SCABBARD [LEST] THE SOUL OF THY SERVANT [BE BLOTTED OUT]. THOU HAST DEALT WONDROUSLY WITH THE POOR ONE TO MANIFEST THY MIGHT WITHIN ME IN THE PRESENCE OF THE SONS OF MEN. THOU HAST PLACED HIM IN THE MELTING-POT, [LIKE GOLD] IN THE FIRE, AND LIKE SILVER REFINED IN THE MELTING-POT OF THE SMELTERS, TO BE PURIFIED SEVEN TIMES. THE WICKED AND FIERCE HAVE STORMED AGAINST ME WITH THEIR AFFLICTIONS; THEY HAVE POUNDED MY SOUL ALL DAY. BUT THOU, O MY GOD, HAST CHANGED THE TEMPEST TO A BREEZE; THOU HAST DELIVERED THE SOUL OF THE POOR ONE LIKE [A BIRD FROM THE NET AND LIKE] PREY FROM THE MOUTH OF LIONS.
HYMN 14 (FORMERLY 9)
I THANK THEE (CORRECTED: BLESSED ART THOU) O LORD, FOR THOU HAST NOT ABANDONED THE FATHERLESS OR DESPISED THE POOR. FOR THY MIGHT [IS BOUNDLESS] AND THY GLORY BEYOND MEASURE AND WONDERFUL HEROES MINISTER TO THEE; YET [HAST THOU DONE MARVELS] AMONG THE HUMBLE IN THE MIRE UNDERFOOT, AND AMONG THOSE EAGER FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, CAUSING ALL THE WELL-LOVED POOR TO RISE UP TOGETHER FROM THE TRAMPLING. BUT I HAVE BEEN [INIQUITY TO] THOSE WHO CONTEND WITH ME, DISPUTE AND QUARRELLING TO MY FRIENDS, WRATH TO THE MEMBERS OF MY COVENANT AND MURMURING AND PROTEST TO ALL MY COMPANIONS. ALL WHO HAVE EATEN MY BREAD HAVE LIFTED THEIR HEEL AGAINST ME, AND ALL THOSE JOINED TO MY COUNCIL HAVE MOCKED ME WITH WICKED LIPS. THE MEMBERS OF MY [COVENANT] HAVE REBELLED AND HAVE MURMURED ROUND ABOUT ME; THEY HAVE GONE AS TALEBEARERS BEFORE THE CHILDREN OF MISCHIEF CONCERNING THE MYSTERY WHICH THOU HAST HIDDEN IN ME. AND TO SHOW THY GREAT[NESS] THROUGH ME, AND BECAUSE OF THEIR GUILT, THOU HAST HIDDEN THE FOUNTAIN OF UNDERSTANDING AND THE COUNSEL OF TRUTH. THEY CONSIDER BUT THE MISCHIEF OF THEIR HEART; [WITH] DEVILISH [SCHEMINGS] THEY UNSHEATHE A PERFIDIOUS TONGUE FROM WHICH EVER SPRINGS THE POISON OF DRAGONS. AND LIKE (SERPENTS) WHICH CREEP IN THE DUST, SO DO THEY LET FLY [THEIR POISONOUS DARTS], VIPER’S [VENOM] AGAINST WHICH THERE IS NO CHARM; AND THIS HAS BROUGHT INCURABLE PAIN, A MALIGNANT SCOURGE WITHIN THE BODY OF THY SERVANT, CAUSING [HIS SPIRIT] TO FAINT AND DRAINING HIS STRENGTH SO THAT HE MAINTAINS NO FIRM STAND. THEY HAVE OVERTAKEN ME IN A NARROW PASS WITHOUT ESCAPE AND THERE IS NO [REST FOR ME IN MY TRIAL]. THEY SOUND MY CENSURE UPON A HARP AND THEIR MURMURING AND STORMING UPON A ZITHER. ANGUISH [SEIZES ME] LIKE THE PANGS OF A WOMAN IN TRAVAIL, AND MY HEART IS TROUBLED WITHIN ME. I AM CLOTHED IN BLACKNESS AND MY TONGUE CLEAVES TO THE ROOF [OF MY MOUTH]; [FOR I FEAR THE MISCHIEF OF] THEIR HEART AND THEIR INCLINATION (TOWARDS EVIL) APPEARS AS BITTERNESS BEFORE ME. THE LIGHT OF MY FACE IS DIMMED TO DARKNESS AND MY RADIANCE IS TURNED TO DECAY. FOR THOU, O GOD, DIDST WIDEN MY HEART, BUT THEY STRAITEN IT WITH AFFLICTION AND HEDGE ME ABOUT WITH DARKNESS. I EAT THE BREAD OF WAILING AND DRINK UNCEASING TEARS; TRULY, MY EYES ARE DIMMED BY GRIEF, AND MY SOUL BY DAILY BITTERNESS. [GROANING] AND SORROW ENCOMPASS ME AND IGNOMINY COVERS MY FACE. MY BREAD IS TURNED INTO AN ADVERSARY AND MY DRINK INTO AN ACCUSER; IT HAS ENTERED INTO MY BONES CAUSING MY SPIRIT TO STAGGER AND MY STRENGTH TO FAIL. ACCORDING TO THE MYSTERIES OF SIN, THEY CHANGE THE WORKS OF GOD BY THEIR TRANSGRESSION. TRULY, I AM BOUND WITH UNTEARABLE ROPES AND WITH UNBREAKABLE CHAINS. A THICK WALL [FENCES ME IN], IRON BARS AND GATES [OF BRONZE]; MY [PRISON] IS COUNTED WITH THE ABYSS AS BEING WITHOUT [ANY ESCAPE] [THE TORRENTS OF BELIAL] HAVE ENCOMPASSED MY SOUL [LEAVING ME WITHOUT DELIVERANCE] 
HYMN 14 (FORMERLY 10) XIV (FORMERLY VI)
THOU HAST UNSTOPPED MY EARS [TO THE CORRECTION] OF THOSE WHO REPROVE WITH JUSTICE [THOU HAST SAVED ME] FROM THE CONGREGATION OF [VANITY] AND FROM THE ASSEMBLY OF VIOLENCE; THOU HAST BROUGHT ME INTO THE COUNCIL OF... [AND HAST PURIFIED ME OF] SIN. AND I KNOW THERE IS HOPE FOR THOSE WHO TURN FROM TRANSGRESSION AND FOR THOSE WHO ABANDON SIN AND TO WALK WITHOUT WICKEDNESS IN THE WAY OF THY HEART. I AM CONSOLED FOR THE ROARING OF THE PEOPLES, AND FOR THE TUMULT OF K[ING]DOMS WHEN THEY ASSEMBLE; [FOR] IN A LITTLE WHILE, I KNOW, THOU WILT RAISE UP SURVIVORS AMONG THY PEOPLE AND A REMNANT WITHIN THINE INHERITANCE. THOU WILT PURIFY AND CLEANSE THEM OF THEIR SIN FOR ALL THEIR DEEDS ARE IN THY TRUTH. THOU WILT JUDGE THEM IN THY GREAT LOVING-KINDNESS AND IN THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCIES AND IN THE ABUNDANCE OF THY PARDON, TEACHING THEM ACCORDING TO THY WORD; AND THOU WILT ESTABLISH THEM IN THY COUNCIL ACCORDING TO THE UPRIGHTNESS OF THY TRUTH. THOU WILT DO THESE THINGS FOR THY GLORY AND FOR THINE OWN SAKE, TO [MAGNIFY] THE LAW AND [THE TRUTH AND TO ENLIGHTEN] THE MEMBERS OF THY COUNCIL IN THE MIDST OF THE SONS OF MEN, THAT THEY MAY RECOUNT THY MARVELS FOR EVERLASTING GENERATIONS AND [MEDITATE] UNCEASINGLY UPON THY MIGHTY DEEDS. ALL THE NATIONS SHALL ACKNOWLEDGE THY TRUTH, AND ALL THE PEOPLE THY GLORY. FOR THOU WILT BRING THY GLORIOUS [SALVATION] TO ALL THE MEN OF THY COUNCIL, TO THOSE WHO SHARE A COMMON LOT WITH THE ANGELS OF THE FACE. AND AMONG THEM SHALL BE NO MEDIATOR TO [INVOKE THEE], AND NO MESSENGER [TO MAKE] REPLY; FOR...THEY SHALL REPLY ACCORDING TO THY GLORIOUS WORD AND SHALL BE THY PRINCES IN THE COMPANY [OF THE ANGELS]. THEY SHALL SEND OUT A BUD [FOR EVER] LIKE A FLOWER [OF THE FIELDS], AND SHALL CAUSE A SHOOT TO GROW INTO THE BOUGHS OF AN EVERLASTING PLANT.  IT SHALL COVER THE WHOLE [EARTH] WITH ITS SHADOW [AND ITS CROWN] (SHALL REACH) TO THE [CLOUDS]; ITS ROOTS (SHALL GO DOWN) TO THE ABYSS [AND ALL THE RIVERS OF EDEN SHALL WATER ITS BRANCHES]. A SOURCE OF LIGHT SHALL BECOME AN ETERNAL EVER-FLOWING FOUNTAIN, AND IN ITS BRIGHT FLAMES ALL THE [SONS OF INIQUITY] SHALL BE CONSUMED; [IT SHALL BE] A FIRE TO DEVOUR ALL SINFUL MEN IN UTTER DESTRUCTION. THEY WHO BORE THE YOKE OF MY TESTIMONY HAVE BEEN LED ASTRAY [BY TEACHERS OF LIES], [AND HAVE REBELLED] AGAINST THE SERVICE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. WHEREAS THOU, O MY GOD, DIDST COMMAND THEM TO MEND THEIR WAYS [BY WALKING] IN THE WAY OF [HOLINESS], WHERE NO MAN GOES WHO IS UNCIRCUMCISED OR UNCLEAN OR VIOLENT, THEY HAVE STAGGERED ASIDE FROM THE WAY OF THY HEART AND LANGUISH IN [GREAT] WRETCHEDNESS. A COUNSEL OF BELIAL IS IN THEIR HEART [AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH] THEIR WICKED DESIGN THEY WALLOW IN SIN. [I AM] AS A SAILOR IN A SHIP AMID FURIOUS SEAS; THEIR WAVES AND ALL THEIR BILLOWS ROAR AGAINST ME. [THERE IS NO] CALM IN THE WHIRLWIND THAT I MAY RESTORE MY SOUL, NO PATH THAT I MAY STRAIGHTEN MY WAY ON THE FACE OF THE WATERS. THE DEEPS RESOUND TO MY GROANING AND [MY SOUL HAS JOURNEYED] TO THE GATES OF DEATH. BUT I SHALL BE AS ONE WHO ENTERS A FORTIFIED CITY, AS ONE WHO SEEKS REFUGE BEHIND A HIGH WALL UNTIL DELIVERANCE (COMES); I WILL [LEAN ON] THY TRUTH, O MY GOD. FOR THOU WILT SET THE FOUNDATION ON ROCK AND THE FRAMEWORK BY THE MEASURING-CORD OF JUSTICE; AND THE TRIED STONES [THOU WILT LAY] BY THE PLUMB-LINE [OF TRUTH], TO [BUILD] A MIGHTY [WALL] WHICH SHALL NOT SWAY; AND NO MAN ENTERING THERE SHALL STAGGER. FOR NO ENEMY SHALL EVER INVADE [IT SINCE ITS DOORS SHALL BE] DOORS OF PROTECTION THROUGH WHICH NO MAN SHALL PASS; AND ITS BARS SHALL BE FIRM AND NO MAN SHALL BREAK THEM. NO RABBLE SHALL ENTER IN WITH THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR UNTIL ALL THE [ARROWS] OF THE WAR OF WICKEDNESS HAVE COME TO AN END. AND THEN AT THE TIME OF JUDGEMENT THE SWORD OF GOD SHALL HASTEN, AND ALL THE SONS OF HIS TRUTH SHALL AWAKE TO [OVERTHROW] WICKEDNESS; ALL THE SONS OF INIQUITY SHALL BE NO MORE. THE HERO SHALL BEND HIS BOW; THE FORTRESS SHALL OPEN ON TO ENDLESS SPACE AND THE EVERLASTING GATES SHALL SEND OUT WEAPONS OF WAR. THEY SHALL BE MIGHTY FROM END TO END [OF THE EARTH AND THERE SHALL BE NO ESCAPE] FOR THE GUILTY OF HEART [IN THEIR BATTLE]; THEY SHALL BE UTTERLY TRAMPLED DOWN WITHOUT ANY [REMNANT. THERE SHALL BE NO] HOPE IN THE GREATNESS [OF THEIR MIGHT], NO REFUGE FOR THE MIGHTY WARRIORS; FOR [THE BATTLE SHALL BE] TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. HOIST A BANNER, O YOU WHO LIE IN THE DUST! O BODIES GNAWED BY WORMS, RAISE UP AN ENSIGN FOR [THE DESTRUCTION OF WICKEDNESS]! [THE SINFUL SHALL] BE DESTROYED IN THE BATTLES AGAINST THE UNGODLY. THE SCOURGING FLOOD WHEN IT ADVANCES SHALL NOT INVADE THE STRONGHOLD XV (FORMERLY VII) AS FOR ME, I AM DUMB ... [MY ARM] IS TORN FROM ITS SHOULDER AND MY FOOT HAS SUNK INTO THE MIRE. MY EYES ARE CLOSED BY THE SPECTACLE OF EVIL, AND MY EARS BY THE CRYING OF BLOOD. MY HEART IS DISMAYED BY THE MISCHIEVOUS DESIGN, FOR BELIAL IS MANIFEST IN THEIR (EVIL) INCLINATION. ALL THE FOUNDATIONS OF MY EDIFICE TOTTER AND MY BONES ARE PULLED OUT OF JOINT; MY BOWELS HEAVE LIKE A SHIP IN A VIOLENT TEMPEST AND MY HEART IS UTTERLY DISTRESSED. A WHIRLWIND ENGULFS ME BECAUSE OF THE MISCHIEF OF THEIR SIN. 
HYMN 15 (FORMERLY 11)
I THANK THEE, O LORD, FOR THOU HAST UPHELD ME BY THY STRENGTH. THOU HAST SHED THY HOLY SPIRIT UPON ME THAT I MAY NOT STUMBLE. THOU HAST STRENGTHENED ME BEFORE THE BATTLES OF WICKEDNESS, AND DURING ALL THEIR DISASTERS THOU HAST NOT PERMITTED THAT FEAR SHOULD CAUSE ME TO DESERT THY COVENANT. THOU HAST MADE ME LIKE A STRONG TOWER, A HIGH WALL, AND HAST ESTABLISHED MY EDIFICE UPON ROCK; ETERNAL FOUNDATIONS SERVE FOR MY GROUND, AND ALL MY RAMPARTS ARE A TRIED WALL WHICH SHALL NOT SWAY. THOU HAST PLACED ME, O MY GOD, AMONG THE BRANCHES OF THE COUNCIL OF HOLINESS; THOU HAST [ESTABLISHED MY MOUTH] IN THY COVENANT, AND MY TONGUE IS LIKE THAT OF THY DISCIPLES; WHEREAS THE SPIRIT OF DISASTER IS WITHOUT A MOUTH AND ALL THE SONS OF INIQUITY WITHOUT A REPLY; FOR THE LYING LIPS SHALL BE DUMB. FOR THOU WILT CONDEMN IN JUDGEMENT ALL THOSE WHO ASSAIL ME, DISTINGUISHING THROUGH ME BETWEEN THE JUST AND THE WICKED. FOR THOU KNOWEST THE WHOLE INTENT OF A CREATURE, THOU, DISCERNEST EVERY REPLY, AND THOU HAST ESTABLISHED MY HEART [ON] THY TEACHING AND TRUTH, DIRECTING MY STEPS INTO THE PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT I MAY WALK BEFORE THEE IN THE LAND [OF THE LIVING], INTO PATHS OF GLORY AND [INFINITE] PEACE WHICH SHALL [NEVER] END. FOR THOU KNOWEST THE INCLINATION OF THY SERVANT, THAT I HAVE NOT RELIED [UPON THE WORKS OF MY HANDS] TO RAISE UP [MY HEART], NOR HAVE I SOUGHT REFUGE IN MY OWN STRENGTH. I HAVE NO FLESHLY REFUGE, [AND THY SERVANT HAS] NO RIGHTEOUS DEEDS TO DELIVER HIM FROM THE [PIT OF NO] FORGIVENESS. BUT I LEAN ON THE [ABUNDANCE OF THY MERCIES] AND HOPE [FOR THE GREATNESS] OF THY GRACE, THAT THOU WILT BRING [SALVATION] TO FLOWER AND THE BRANCH TO GROWTH, PROVIDING REFUGE IN (THY) STRENGTH [AND RAISING UP MY HEART]. [FOR IN] THY RIGHTEOUSNESS THOU HAST APPOINTED ME FOR THY COVENANT, AND I HAVE CLUNG TO THY TRUTH AND [GONE FORWARD IN THY WAYS]. THOU HAST MADE ME A FATHER TO THE SONS OF GRACE, AND AS A FOSTER-FATHER TO MEN OF MARVEL; THEY HAVE OPENED THEIR MOUTHS LIKE LITTLE BABES...LIKE A CHILD PLAYING IN THE LAP OF ITS NURSE. THOU HAST LIFTED MY HORN ABOVE THOSE WHO INSULT ME, AND THOSE WHO ATTACK ME [SWAY LIKE THE BOUGHS] (OF A TREE); MY ENEMIES ARE LIKE CHAFF BEFORE THE WIND, AND MY DOMINION IS OVER THE SONS OF INIQUITY, FOR THOU HAST SUCCOURED MY SOUL, O MY GOD, AND HAST LIFTED MY HORN ON HIGH. AND I SHALL SHINE IN A SEVEN-FOLD LIGHT IN [THE COUNCIL APPOINTED BY] THEE FOR THY GLORY; FOR THOU ART AN EVERLASTING HEAVENLY LIGHT TO ME AND WILT ESTABLISH MY FEET [UPON LEVEL GROUND FOR EVER]. 
HYMN 16 (FORMERLY 12)
I [THANK THEE, O LORD], FOR THOU HAST ENLIGHTENED ME THROUGH THY TRUTH. IN THY MARVELLOUS MYSTERIES, AND IN THY LOVING-KINDNESS TO A MAN [OF VANITY, AND] IN THE GREATNESS OF THY MERCY TO A PERVERSE HEART THOU HAST GRANTED ME KNOWLEDGE. WHO IS LIKE THEE AMONG THE GODS, O LORD, AND WHO IS ACCORDING TO THY TRUTH? WHO, WHEN HE IS JUDGED, SHALL BE RIGHTEOUS BEFORE THEE? FOR NO SPIRIT CAN REPLY TO THY REBUKE NOR CAN ANY WITHSTAND THY WRATH. YET THOU BRINGEST ALL THE SONS OF THY TRUTH IN FORGIVENESS BEFORE THEE, [TO CLEANSE] THEM OF THEIR FAULTS THROUGH THY GREAT GOODNESS, AND TO ESTABLISH THEM BEFORE THEE THROUGH THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCIES FOR EVER AND EVER. FOR THOU ART AN ETERNAL GOD; ALL THY WAYS ARE DETERMINED FOR EVER [AND EVER] AND THERE IS NONE OTHER BESIDE THEE. AND WHAT IS A MAN OF NAUGHT AND VANITY THAT HE SHOULD UNDERSTAND THY MARVELLOUS MIGHTY DEEDS? 
HYMN 17 (FORMERLY 13)
[I THANK] THEE, O GOD, FOR THOU HAST NOT CAST MY LOT IN THE CONGREGATION OF VANITY, NOR HAST THOU PLACED {MY DECREE} (4Q428 7) IN THE COUNCIL OF THE CUNNING. [THOU HAST] CALLED ME TO THY GRACE AND TO [THY] FORGIVENESS THOU HAST BROUGHT ME, AND, BY THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCIES, TO ALL JUDGEMENTS OF [RIGHTEOUSNESS. AS FOR ME, I AM AN] UNCLEAN MAN, AND FROM THE WOMB OF HER WHO CONCEIVED ME I AM AN UNCLEAN MAN, AND FROM THE WOMB OF HER WHO HAS CONCEIVED ME I AM IN SINFUL GUILT, [AND FROM THE BREAST OF MY MOTHER] IN INJUSTICE, AND IN THE BOSOM [OF MY NURSE] IN GREAT IMPURITY. AND FROM MY YOUTH (I AM) IN BLOOD, AND UNTIL [MY OLD AGE IN THE INIQUITY OF THE FLESH. BUT THOU, O MY GOD, THOU HAST ESTABLISHED MY FEET IN THE WAY OF THY HEART, AND HAST OPENED] MY EARS TO [THY WONDERFUL] TIDINGS, AND MY HEART TO UNDERSTAND THY TRUTH XVI (FORMERLY VIII) FOR I HAVE CLOSED MY EARS TO THY TEACHING UNTIL... [WITHOUT] KNOWLEDGE HAST THOU CUT OUT OF ME, AND GLOR[Y] ... [NO] MORE FOR ME A STUMBLING-BLOCK OF INIQUITY. FOR THOU DOST REVEAL THY SALVATION, AND THY RIGHTEOUSNESS IS MADE FIRM FOR EVER. FOR M[AN] IS NOT THE MASTER OF HIS WAY, F[OR] THOU HAST DONE [ALL THIS FOR THY GLORY.] 
HYMN 18 (FORMERLY 14)
I [THANK THEE, O LORD, FOR] THOU HAST PLACED ME BESIDE A FOUNTAIN OF STREAMS IN AN ARID LAND, AND CLOSE TO A SPRING OF WATERS IN A DRY LAND, AND BESIDE A WATERED GARDEN [IN A WILDERNESS]. [FOR THOU DIDST SET] A PLANTATION OF CYPRESS, PINE, AND CEDAR FOR THY GLORY, TREES OF LIFE BESIDE A MYSTERIOUS FOUNTAIN HIDDEN AMONG THE TREES BY THE WATER, AND THEY PUT OUT A SHOOT OF THE EVERLASTING PLANT. BUT BEFORE THEY DID SO, THEY TOOK ROOT AND SENT OUT THEIR ROOTS TO THE WATERCOURSE THAT ITS STEM MIGHT BE OPEN TO THE LIVING WATERS AND BE ONE WITH THE EVERLASTING SPRING. AND ALL [THE BEASTS] OF THE FOREST FED ON ITS LEAFY BOUGHS; ITS STEM WAS TRODDEN BY ALL WHO PASSED ON THE WAY AND ITS BRANCHES BY ALL THE BIRDS. AND ALL THE [TREES] BY THE WATER ROSE ABOVE IT FOR THEY GREW IN THEIR PLANTATION; BUT THEY SENT OUT NO ROOT TO THE WATERCOURSE. AND THE BUD OF THE SHOOT OF HOLINESS OF THE PLANT OF TRUTH WAS HIDDEN AND WAS NOT ESTEEMED; AND BEING UNPERCEIVED, ITS MYSTERY WAS SEALED. THOU DIDST HEDGE IN ITS FRUIT, [O GOD], WITH THE MYSTERY OF MIGHTY HEROES AND OF SPIRITS OF HOLINESS AND OF THE WHIRLING FLAME OF FIRE. NO [MAN SHALL APPROACH] THE WELL-SPRING OF LIFE OR DRINK THE WATERS OF HOLINESS WITH THE EVERLASTING TREES, OR BEAR FRUIT WITH [THE PLANT] OF HEAVEN, WHO SEEING HAS NOT DISCERNED, AND CONSIDERING HAS NOT BELIEVED IN THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE, WHO HAS TURNED [HIS HAND AGAINST] THE EVERLASTING [BUD]. AND I WAS DESPISED BY TUMULTUOUS RIVERS FOR THEY CAST UP THEIR SLIME UPON ME. BUT THOU, O MY GOD, HAST PUT INTO MY MOUTH AS IT WERE RAIN FOR ALL [THOSE WHO THIRST] AND A FOUNT OF LIVING WATERS WHICH SHALL NOT FAIL. WHEN THEY ARE OPENED, THEY SHALL NOT RUN DRY; THEY SHALL BE A TORRENT [OVERFLOWING ITS BANKS] AND LIKE THE [BOTTOM]LESS SEAS. THEY SHALL SUDDENLY GUSH FORTH WHICH WERE HIDDEN IN SECRET, [AND SHALL BE LIKE THE WATERS OF THE FLOOD TO EVERY TREE], BOTH THE GREEN AND THE BARREN; TO EVERY BEAST AND BIRD [THEY SHALL BE AN ABYSS. THE TREES SHALL SINK LIKE] LEAD IN THE MIGHTY WATERS, FIRE [SHALL BURN AMONG THEM] AND THEY SHALL BE DRIED UP; BUT THE FRUITFUL PLANT [BY THE] EVERLASTING [SPRING SHALL BE] AN EDEN OF GLORY [BEARING] FRUITS [OF LIFE]. BY MY HAND THOU HAST OPENED FOR THEM A WELL-SPRING AND DITCHES, [THAT ALL THEIR CHANNELS] MAY BE LAID OUT ACCORDING TO A CERTAIN MEASURING-CORD, AND THE PLANTING OF THEIR TREES ACCORDING TO THE PLUMB-LINE OF THE SUN, THAT [THEIR BOUGHS MAY BECOME A BEAUTIFUL] BRANCH OF GLORY. WHEN I LIFT MY HAND TO DIG ITS DITCHES ITS ROOTS SHALL RUN DEEP INTO HARDEST ROCK AND ITS STEM...IN THE EARTH; IN THE SEASON OF HEAT IT SHALL KEEP ITS STRENGTH. BUT IF I TAKE AWAY MY HAND IT SHALL BE LIKE A THISTLE [IN THE WILDERNESS]; ITS STEM SHALL BE LIKE NETTLES IN A SALTY LAND, AND THISTLES AND THORNS SHALL GROW FROM ITS DITCHES, AND BRAMBLES AND BRIARS. ITS BORDER [TREES] SHALL BE LIKE THE WILD GRAPEVINE WHOSE FOLIAGE WITHERS BEFORE THE HEAT, AND ITS STEM SHALL NOT BE OPEN TO [THE SPRING]. [BEHOLD, I AM] CARRIED AWAY WITH THE SICK; [I AM ACQUAINTED] WITH SCOURGES. I AM FORSAKEN IN [MY SORROW] ...AND WITHOUT ANY STRENGTH. FOR MY SORE, BREAKS OUT IN BITTER PAINS AND IN INCURABLE SICKNESS IMPOSSIBLE TO STAY; [MY HEART LAMENTS] WITHIN ME AS IN THOSE WHO GO DOWN TO HELL. MY SPIRIT IS IMPRISONED WITH THE DEAD FOR [MY LIFE] HAS REACHED THE PIT; MY SOUL LANGUISHES [WITHIN ME] DAY AND NIGHT WITHOUT REST. MY WOUND BREAKS OUT LIKE BURNING FIRE SHUT UP IN [MY BONES], WHOSE FLAMES DEVOUR ME FOR DAYS ON END, DIMINISHING MY STRENGTH FOR TIMES ON END AND DESTROYING MY FLESH FOR SEASONS ON END. THE PAINS FLY OUT [TOWARDS ME] AND MY SOUL WITHIN ME LANGUISHES EVEN TO DEATH. MY STRENGTH HAS GONE FROM MY BODY AND MY HEART RUNS OUT LIKE WATER; MY FLESH IS DISSOLVED LIKE WAX AND THE STRENGTH OF MY LOINS IS TURNED TO FEAR. MY ARM IS TORN FROM ITS SOCKET [AND I CAN] LIFT MY HAND [NO MORE]; MY [FOOT] IS HELD BY FETTERS AND MY KNEES SLIDE LIKE WATER; I CAN NO LONGER WALK. I CANNOT STEP FORWARD LIGHTLY, [FOR MY LEGS AND ARMS] ARE BOUND BY SHACKLES WHICH CAUSE ME TO STUMBLE. THE TONGUE HAS GONE BACK WHICH THOU DIDST MAKE MARVELLOUSLY MIGHTY WITHIN MY MOUTH; IT CAN NO LONGER GIVE VOICE. [I HAVE NO WORD] FOR MY DISCIPLES TO REVIVE THE SPIRIT OF THOSE WHO STUMBLE AND TO SPEAK WORDS OF SUPPORT TO THE WEARY. MY CIRCUMCISED LIPS ARE DUMB. XVII (FORMERLY IX) [FOR] THE THROES OF DEATH [ENCOMPASS ME] AND HELL IS UPON MY BED; MY COUCH UTTERS A LAMENTATION [AND MY PALLET] THE SOUND OF A COMPLAINT. MY EYES ARE LIKE FIRE IN THE FURNACE AND MY TEARS LIKE RIVERS OF WATER; MY EYES GROW DIM WITH WAITING, [FOR MY SALVATION] IS FAR FROM ME AND MY LIFE IS APART FROM ME. BUT BEHOLD, FROM DESOLATION TO RUIN, AND FROM THE PAIN TO THE SORE, AND FROM THE TRAVAIL TO THE THROES, MY SOUL MEDITATES ON THY MARVELLOUS WORKS. IN THY MERCIES THOU HAST NOT CAST ME ASIDE; SEASON BY SEASON, MY SOUL SHALL DELIGHT IN THE ABUNDANCE OF MERCY. I WILL REPLY TO HIM WHO SLANDERS ME AND I WILL REBUKE MY OPPRESSOR; I WILL DECLARE HIS SENTENCE UNJUST AND DECLARE THY JUDGEMENT RIGHTEOUS. FOR I KNOW BY THY TRUTH, AND I CHOOSE THY JUDGEMENT UPON ME: I DELIGHT IN MY SCOURGES FOR I HOPE FOR THY LOVING-KINDNESS. THOU HAST PUT A SUPPLICATION IN THE MOUTH OF THY SERVANT AND THOU HAST NOT THREATENED MY LIFE NOR REJECTED MY PEACE. THOU HAST NOT FAILED MY EXPECTATION, BUT HAST UPHELD MY SPIRIT IN FACE OF THE SCOURGE. FOR IT IS THOU WHO HAST FOUNDED MY SPIRIT AND THOU KNOWEST MY INTENT; IN MY DISTRESS THOU HAST COMFORTED ME. I DELIGHT IN FORGIVENESS, AND AM CONSOLED FOR THE FORMER TRANSGRESSION; FOR I KNOW THERE IS HOPE IN THY GRACE AND EXPECTATION IN THY GREAT POWER. FOR NO MAN CAN BE JUST IN THY JUDGEMENT OR [RIGHTEOUS IN] THY TRIAL. THOUGH ONE MAN BE MORE JUST THAN ANOTHER, ONE PERSON [MORE] WISE [THAN ANOTHER], ONE MORTAL MORE GLORIOUS THAN ANOTHER CREATURE [OF CLAY], YET IS THERE NO POWER TO COMPARE WITH THY MIGHT. THERE IS NO [BOUND] TO THY GLORY, AND TO THY WISDOM, NO MEASURE; [TO THY TRUTH] THERE IS NO...AND ALL WHO FORSAKE IT...AND MY OPPRESSOR SHALL [NOT] PREVAIL AGAINST ME. I WILL BE A STUMBLING-BLOCK TO [THOSE WHO SWALLOW ME UP, AND A SNARE TO] ALL THOSE WHO BATTLE AGAINST ME; [I WILL BE FOR MY ENEMIES A] CAUSE OF SHAME, AND A CAUSE OF DISGRACE TO THOSE WHO MURMUR AGAINST ME. FOR THOU, O MY GOD...THOU WILT PLEAD MY CAUSE; FOR IT IS ACCORDING TO THE MYSTERY OF THY WISDOM THAT THOU HAST REBUKED ME. THOU WILT CONCEAL THE TRUTH UNTIL [ITS] TIME, [AND RIGHTEOUSNESS] UNTIL ITS APPOINTED MOMENT. THY REBUKE SHALL BECOME MY JOY AND GLADNESS, AND MY SCOURGES SHALL TURN TO [ETERNAL] HEALING AND EVERLASTING [PEACE]. THE SCORN OF MY ENEMIES SHALL BECOME A CROWN OF GLORY, AND MY STUMBLING (SHALL CHANGE) TO EVERLASTING MIGHT. FOR IN THY...AND MY LIGHT SHALL SHINE FORTH IN THY GLORY. FOR AS A LIGHT FROM OUT OF THE DARKNESS, SO WILT THOU ENLIGHTEN ME. [THOU WILT BRING HEALING TO] MY WOUND, AND MARVELLOUS MIGHT IN PLACE OF MY STUMBLING, AND EVERLASTING SPACE TO MY STRAITENED SOUL. FOR THOU ART MY REFUGE, MY HIGH MOUNTAIN, MY STOUT ROCK AND MY FORTRESS; IN THEE WILL I SHELTER FROM ALL THE [DESIGNS OF UNGODLINESS, FOR THOU WILT SUCCOUR ME] WITH ETERNAL DELIVERANCE. FOR THOU HAST KNOWN ME FROM (THE TIME OF) MY FATHER, [AND HAST CHOSEN ME] FROM THE WOMB. [FROM THE BELLY OF] MY MOTHER THOU HAST DEALT KINDLY WITH ME, AND FROM THE BREAST OF HER WHO CONCEIVED ME HAVE THY MERCIES BEEN WITH ME. [THY GRACE WAS WITH ME] IN THE LAP OF HER WHO REARED ME, AND FROM MY YOUTH THOU HAST ILLUMINED ME WITH THE WISDOM OF THY JUDGEMENT. THOU HAST UPHELD ME WITH CERTAIN TRUTH; THOU HAST DELIGHTED ME WITH THY HOLY SPIRIT AND [HAST OPENED MY HEART] TILL THIS DAY. THY JUST REBUKE ACCOMPANIES MY [FAULTS] AND THY SAFEGUARDING PEACE DELIVERS MY SOUL. THE ABUNDANCE OF (THY) FORGIVENESS IS WITH MY STEPS AND INFINITE MERCY ACCOMPANIES THY JUDGEMENT OF ME. UNTIL I AM OLD, THOU, WILT CARE FOR ME; FOR MY FATHER KNEW ME NOT AND MY MOTHER ABANDONED ME TO THEE. FOR THOU ART A FATHER TO ALL [THE SONS] OF THY TRUTH, AND AS A WOMAN WHO TENDERLY LOVES HER BABE, SO DOST THOU REJOICE IN THEM; AND AS A FOSTER-FATHER BEARING A CHILD IN HIS LAP SO CAREST THOU FOR ALL THY CREATURES. 
HYMN 19 (FORMERLY 15)
[I THANK THEE, O LORD] XVIII (FORMERLY X) ...AND NOTHING EXISTS EXCEPT BY THY WILL; NONE CAN CONSIDER [THY DEEP SECRETS] OR CONTEMPLATE THY [MYSTERIES]. WHAT THEN IS MAN THAT IS EARTH, THAT IS SHAPED [FROM CLAY] AND RETURNS TO THE DUST, THAT THOU SHOULDST GIVE HIM TO UNDERSTAND SUCH MARVELS AND MAKE KNOWN TO HIM THE COUNSEL OF [THY TRUTH]? CLAY AND DUST THAT I AM, WHAT CAN I DEVISE UNLESS THOU WISH IT, AND WHAT CONTRIVE UNLESS THOU DESIRE IT? WHAT STRENGTH SHALL I HAVE UNLESS THOU KEEP ME UPRIGHT, AND HOW SHALL I UNDERSTAND UNLESS BY (THE SPIRIT) WHICH THOU HAST SHAPED FOR ME? WHAT CAN I SAY UNLESS THOU OPEN MY MOUTH AND HOW CAN I ANSWER UNLESS THOU ENLIGHTEN ME? BEHOLD, THOU, ART PRINCE OF GODS AND KING OF MAJESTIES, LORD OF ALL SPIRITS, AND RULER OF ALL CREATURES; NOTHING IS DONE WITHOUT THEE, AND NOTHING IS KNOWN WITHOUT THY WILL. BESIDE THEE THERE IS NOTHING, AND NOTHING CAN COMPARE WITH THEE IN STRENGTH; IN THE PRESENCE OF THY GLORY THERE IS NOTHING, AND THY MIGHT IS WITHOUT PRICE. WHO AMONG THY GREAT AND MARVELLOUS CREATURES CAN STAND IN THE PRESENCE OF THY GLORY? HOW THEN CAN HE WHO RETURNS TO HIS DUST? FOR THY GLORY’S SAKE ALONE HAST THOU MADE ALL THESE THINGS. 
HYMN 20 (FORMERLY 16)
BLESSED ART THOU, O LORD, GOD OF MERCY [AND ABUNDANT] GRACE, FOR THOU HAST MADE KNOWN [THY WISDOM TO ME THAT I SHOULD RECOUNT] THY MARVELLOUS DEEDS, KEEPING SILENCE NEITHER BY DAY NOR [BY NIGHT]! [FOR I HAVE TRUSTED] IN THY GRACE. IN THY GREAT GOODNESS, AND IN [THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCIES] FOR I HAVE LEANED ON THY TRUTH [AND UNLESS] THOU REBUKE, THERE IS NO STUMBLING; UNLESS THOU FOREKNOW IT, [THERE IS NO] SCOURGE; [NOTHING IS DONE WITHOUT] THY [WILL]. [I WILL CLING TO THY WAYS] ACCORDING TO MY KNOWLEDGE [OF THY] TRUTH; CONTEMPLATING THY GLORY I WILL RECOUNT THY WONDERFUL WORKS, AND UNDERSTANDING [THY GOODNESS I WILL LEAN ON THE] MULTITUDE OF THY MERCIES AND HOPE FOR THY FORGIVENESS. FOR THOU THYSELF HAST SHAPED [MY SPIRIT] AND ESTABLISHED ME [ACCORDING TO THY WILL]; AND THOU HAST NOT PLACED MY SUPPORT IN GAIN, [NOR DOES] MY [HEART DELIGHT IN RICHES]; THOU HAST GIVEN ME NO FLESHLY REFUGE. THE MIGHT OF WARRIORS [RESTS] ON ABUNDANT DELIGHTS, [AND ON PLENTY OF CORN] AND WINE AND OIL; THEY PRIDE THEMSELVES IN POSSESSIONS AND WEALTH. [BUT THE RIGHTEOUS IS LIKE A] GREEN [TREE] BESIDE STREAMS OF WATER, BRINGING FORTH LEAVES AND MULTIPLYING ITS BRANCHES; FOR [THOU HAST CHOSEN THEM FROM AMONG THE CHILDREN OF] MEN THAT THEY MAY ALL GROW FAT FROM THE LAND. THOU WILT GIVE TO THE CHILDREN OF THY TRUTH [UNENDING JOY AND] EVERLASTING [GLADNESS], AND ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE, SO SHALL THEY BE HONOURED ONE MORE THAN ANOTHER. AND LIKEWISE, FOR THE SON OF MAN...THOU WILT INCREASE HIS PORTION IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THY TRUTH, AND ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF HIS KNOWLEDGE, SO SHALL HE BE HONOURED... [FOR THE SOUL] OF THY SERVANT HAS LOATHED [RICHES] AND GAIN, AND HE HAS NOT [DESIRED] EXQUISITE DELIGHTS. MY HEART REJOICES IN THY COVENANT AND THY TRUTH DELIGHTS MY SOUL. I SHALL FLOWER [LIKE THE LILY] AND MY HEART SHALL BE OPEN TO THE EVERLASTING FOUNTAIN; MY SUPPORT SHALL BE IN THE MIGHT FROM ON HIGH. BUT... AND WITHERS LIKE A FLOWER BEFORE [THE HEAT]. MY HEART IS STRICKEN WITH TERROR, AND MY LOINS WITH TREMBLING; MY GROANING GOES DOWN TO THE ABYSS, AND IS SHUT UP IN THE CHAMBERS OF HELL. I AM GREATLY AFRAID WHEN I HEAR OF THY JUDGEMENT OF THE MIGHTY HEROES, AND OF THY TRIAL OF THE HOST OF THY HOLY ONES. 
XIX (FORMERLY XI) HYMN 21 (FORMERLY 17)
I THANK THEE, MY GOD, FOR THOU HAST DEALT WONDROUSLY TO DUST, AND MIGHTILY TOWARDS A CREATURE OF CLAY! I THANK THEE, I THANK THEE! WHAT AM I, THAT THOU SHOULDST [TEACH] ME THE COUNSEL OF THY TRUTH, AND GIVE ME UNDERSTANDING OF THY MARVELLOUS WORKS; THAT THOU SHOULDST LAY HYMNS OF THANKSGIVING WITHIN MY MOUTH AND [PRAISE] UPON MY TONGUE, AND THAT OF MY CIRCUMCISED LIPS (THOU SHOULDST MAKE) A SEAT OF REJOICING? I WILL SING THY MERCIES, AND ON THY MIGHT, I WILL MEDITATE ALL DAY LONG. I WILL BLESS THY NAME EVERMORE. I WILL DECLARE THY GLORY IN THE MIDST OF THE SONS OF MEN AND MY SOUL SHALL DELIGHT IN THY GREAT GOODNESS. I KNOW THAT THY WORD IS TRUTH, AND THAT RIGHTEOUSNESS IS IN THY HAND; THAT ALL KNOWLEDGE IS IN THY PURPOSE, AND THAT ALL POWER IS IN THY MIGHT, AND THAT EVERY GLORY IS THINE. IN THY WRATH ARE ALL CHASTISEMENTS, BUT IN THY GOODNESS IS MUCH FORGIVENESS AND THY MERCY IS TOWARDS THE SONS OF THY GOODWILL. FOR THOU HAST MADE KNOWN TO THEM THE COUNSEL OF THY TRUTH, AND HAST TAUGHT THEM THY MARVELLOUS MYSTERIES. FOR THE SAKE OF THY GLORY THOU HAST PURIFIED MAN OF SIN THAT HE MAY BE MADE HOLY FOR THEE, WITH NO ABOMINABLE UNCLEANNESS AND NO GUILTY WICKEDNESS; THAT HE MAY BE ONE [WITH] THE CHILDREN OF THY TRUTH AND PARTAKE OF THE LOT OF THY HOLY ONES; THAT BODIES GNAWED BY WORMS MAY BE RAISED FROM THE DUST TO THE COUNSEL [OF THY TRUTH], AND THAT THE PERVERSE SPIRIT (MAY BE LIFTED) TO THE UNDERSTANDING [WHICH COMES FROM THEE]; THAT HE MAY STAND BEFORE THEE WITH THE EVERLASTING HOST AND WITH [THY] SPIRITS [OF HOLINESS], TO BE RENEWED TOGETHER WITH ALL THE LIVING AND TO REJOICE TOGETHER WITH THEM THAT KNOW. 
HYMN 22 (FORMERLY 18)
I THANK THEE, MY GOD! I PRAISE THEE, MY ROCK! FOR THOU HAST MADE KNOWN TO ME THE COUNSEL OF THY TRUTH [AND HAST TAUGHT ME THY MARVELLOUS MYSTERIES;] AND HAST REVEALED THY [WONDERS] TO ME. I HAVE BEHELD {THY MARVELS} (4Q427 FR. 1, I) [TOWARDS THE CHILDREN] OF GRACE, AND I KNOW [THAT] RIGHTEOUSNESS IS THINE, THAT IN THY MERCIES THERE IS [HOPE FOR ME], BUT WITHOUT THY GRACE [DESTRUCTION] WITHOUT END. BUT A FOUNTAIN OF BITTER MOURNING OPENS FOR ME, [AND MY TEARS FALL DOWN]. DISTRESS IS NOT HIDDEN FROM MY EYES WHEN I THINK OF THE (EVIL) INCLINATIONS OF MAN, OF HIS RETURN [TO DUST], {I UNDERSTAND AND OBSERVE} (4Q427 FR. 1, III) SIN AND THE SORROW OF GUILT. THEY ENTER MY HEART AND REACH INTO MY BONES TO... AND TO MEDITATE IN SORROWFUL MEDITATION. I WILL GROAN WITH THE ZITHER OF LAMENTATION IN ALL GRIEF-STRICKEN MOURNING AND BITTER COMPLAINT UNTIL INIQUITY AND [WICKEDNESS] ARE CONSUMED AND THE DISEASE-BRINGING SCOURGE IS NO MORE. THEN WILL I PLAY ON THE ZITHER OF DELIVERANCE AND THE HARP OF JOY, [ON THE TABORS OF PRAYER] AND THE PIPE OF PRAISE WITHOUT END. WHO AMONG ALL THY CREATURES IS ABLE TO RECOUNT [THY WONDERS]? MAY THY NAME BE PRAISED BY THE MOUTH OF ALL MEN! MAY THEY BLESS THEE FOR EVER IN ACCORDANCE WITH [THEIR UNDERSTANDING], AND PROCLAIM THEE WITH THE VOICE OF PRAISE IN THE COMPANY OF [THE SONS OF HEAVEN]! THERE SHALL BE NEITHER GROANING NOR COMPLAINT AND WICKEDNESS [SHALL BE DESTROYED FOR EVER]; THY TRUTH SHALL BE REVEALED IN ETERNAL GLORY AND EVERLASTING PEACE. BLESSED ART [THOU, O MY LORD], WHO HAST GIVEN TO [THY SERVANT] THE KNOWLEDGE OF WISDOM THAT HE MAY COMPREHEND THY WONDERS, AND RECOUNT THY...IN THY ABUNDANT GRACE! BLESSED ART THOU, O GOD OF MERCY AND COMPASSION, FOR THE MIGHT OF THY [POWER] AND THE GREATNESS OF THY TRUTH, AND FOR THE MULTITUDE OF THY FAVOURS IN ALL THY WORKS! REJOICE THE SOUL OF THY SERVANT WITH THY TRUTH AND CLEANSE ME BY THY RIGHTEOUSNESS. EVEN AS I HAVE HOPED IN THY GOODNESS, AND WAITED FOR THY GRACE, SO HAST THOU FREED ME FROM MY CALAMITIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THY FORGIVENESS; AND IN MY DISTRESS THOU HAST COMFORTED ME FOR I HAVE LEANED ON THY MERCY. BLESSED ART THOU, O LORD, FOR IT IS THOU WHO HAST DONE THESE THINGS! THOU HAST SET [HYMNS OF PRAISE] WITHIN THE MOUTH OF THY SERVANT, AND HAST ESTABLISHED FOR ME A RESPONSE OF THE TONGUE. 
HYMN 23 (FORMERLY 19) XX (FORMERLY XII)
 ... {WITH THE EVERLASTING] SPIRITS} (4Q427, FR. 3 II, 1. 4) SECURELY IN A DWELLING {OF PEAC[E,} (4Q427, FR. 2, 11. 1-2) IN SILENCE AND QUIETNESS IN THE TENTS OF SECURITY AND SALVATION. I WILL PRAISE THY NAME AMONG THEM THAT FEAR THEE. BOWING DOWN IN PRAYER I WILL BEG THY FAVOURS FROM SEASON TO SEASON ALWAYS: WHEN LIGHT EMERGES FROM [ITS DWELLING-PLACE], AND WHEN THE DAY REACHES ITS APPOINTED END IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAWS OF THE GREAT LIGHT OF HEAVEN; WHEN EVENING FALLS AND LIGHT DEPARTS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE DOMINION OF DARKNESS, AT THE HOUR APPOINTED FOR NIGHT, AND AT ITS END WHEN MORNING RETURNS AND (THE SHADOWS) RETIRE TO THEIR DWELLING-PLACE BEFORE THE APPROACH OF LIGHT; ALWAYS; AT THE GENESIS OF EVERY PERIOD AND AT THE BEGINNING OF EVERY AGE AND AT THE END OF EVERY SEASON, ACCORDING TO THE STATUTE AND SIGNS APPOINTED TO EVERY DOMINION BY THE CERTAIN LAW FROM THE MOUTH OF GOD, BY THE PRECEPT WHICH IS AND SHALL BE FOR EVER AND EVER WITHOUT END. WITHOUT IT NOTHING IS NOR SHALL BE, FOR THE GOD OF KNOWLEDGE ESTABLISHED IT AND THERE IS NO OTHER BESIDE HIM. I, THE MASTER, KNOW THEE O MY GOD, BY THE SPIRIT WHICH THOU HAST GIVEN TO ME, AND BY THY HOLY SPIRIT I HAVE FAITHFULLY HEARKENED TO THY MARVELLOUS COUNSEL. IN THE MYSTERY OF THY WISDOM THOU HAST OPENED KNOWLEDGE TO ME, AND IN THY MERCIES [THOU HAST UNLOCKED FOR ME] THE FOUNTAIN OF THY MIGHT. BEFORE THEE NO MAN IS JUST ... [THAT HE MAY] UNDERSTAND ALL THY MYSTERIES OR GIVE ANSWER [TO THY REBUKE. BUT THE CHILDREN OF THY GRACE SHALL DELIGHT IN] THY CORRECTION AND WATCH FOR THY GOODNESS, FOR IN THY MERCIES [THOU WILT SHOW THYSELF TO THEM] AND THEY SHALL KNOW THEE; AT THE TIME OF THY GLORY THEY SHALL REJOICE. [THOU HAST CAUSED THEM TO DRAW NEAR] IN ACCORDANCE [WITH THEIR KNOWLEDGE], AND HAST ADMITTED THEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR UNDERSTANDING, AND IN THEIR DIVISIONS, THEY SHALL SERVE THEE THROUGHOUT THEIR DOMINION [WITHOUT EVER TURNING ASIDE] FROM THEE OR TRANSGRESSING THY WORD. BEHOLD, [I WAS TAKEN] FROM DUST [AND] FASHIONED [OUT OF CLAY] AS A SOURCE OF UNCLEANNESS, AND A SHAMEFUL NAKEDNESS, A HEAP OF DUST, AND A KNEADING [WITH WATER,] AND A HOUSE OF DARKNESS, A CREATURE OF CLAY RETURNING TO DUST, RETURNING [AT THE APPOINTED TIME TO DWELL] IN THE DUST WHENCE IT WAS TAKEN. HOW THEN SHALL DUST REPLY TO ITS [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], [AND HOW] UNDERSTAND HIS [WORKS]? HOW SHALL IT STAND BEFORE HIM WHO REPROVES IT? [AND THE SPRING OF] ETERNITY, THE WELL OF GLORY AND THE FOUNTAIN OF KNOWLEDGE. NOT EVEN [THE WONDERFUL] HEROES [CAN] DECLARE ALL THY GLORY OR STAND IN FACE OF THY WRATH, AND THERE IS NONE AMONG THEM THAT CAN ANSWER THY REBUKE; FOR THOU ART JUST AND NONE CAN OPPOSE THEE. HOW THEN CAN (MAN) WHO RETURNS TO HIS DUST? I HOLD MY PEACE; WHAT MORE SHALL I SAY THAN THIS? I HAVE SPOKEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH MY KNOWLEDGE, OUT OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS GIVEN TO A CREATURE OF CLAY. AND HOW SHALL I SPEAK UNLESS THOU OPEN MY MOUTH; HOW UNDERSTAND UNLESS THOU TEACH ME? HOW SHALL I SEEK THEE UNLESS THOU UNCOVER MY HEART, AND HOW FOLLOW THE WAY THAT IS STRAIGHT UNLESS [THOU GUIDE ME? HOW SHALL MY FOOT] STAY ON [THE PATH UNLESS THOU] GIVE IT STRENGTH; AND HOW SHALL I RISE...
XXI (FORMERLY XVIII, 16-33+FR- 3) HYMN 24 (FORMERLY 25)
[HOW] SHALL I LOOK, UNLESS THOU OPEN MY EYES? OR HEAR, [UNLESS THOU UNSTOP MY EARS]? MY HEART IS ASTOUNDED, FOR TO THE UNCIRCUMCISED EAR A WORD HAS BEEN DISCLOSED, AND A HEART [OF STONE HAS UNDERSTOOD THE RIGHT PRECEPTS]. I KNOW IT IS FOR THYSELF THAT THOU HAST DONE THESE THINGS, O GOD; FOR WHAT IS FLESH [THAT THOU SHOULDST ACT] MARVELLOUSLY [TOWARDS IT]? IT IS THY PURPOSE TO DO MIGHTILY AND TO ESTABLISH ALL THINGS FOR THY GLORY. [THOU HAST CREATED] THE HOST OF KNOWLEDGE TO DECLARE (THY) MIGHTY DEEDS TO FLESH, AND THE RIGHT PRECEPTS TO HIM THAT IS BORN [OF WOMAN]. THOU HAST [CAUSED THE PERVERSE HEART TO ENTER] INTO A COVENANT WITH THEE, AND HAST UNCOVERED THE HEART OF DUST THAT IT MAY BE PRESERVED FROM EVIL AND SAVED FROM THE SNARES OF JUDGEMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THY MERCIES. AND I, A CREATURE [OF CLAY KNEADED WITH WATER, A HEAP OF DUST] AND A HEART OF STONE, FOR WHAT AM I RECKONED TO BE WORTHY OF THIS? FOR INTO AN EAR OF DUST [THOU HAST PUT A NEW WORD] AND HAST ENGRAVED ON A HEART OF [STONE] THINGS EVERLASTING. THOU HAST CAUSED [THE STRAYING SPIRIT] TO RETURN THAT IT MAY ENTER INTO A COVENANT WITH THEE, AND STAND [BEFORE THEE FOR EVER] IN THE EVERLASTING ABODE, ILLUMINED WITH PERFECT LIGHT FOR EVER, WITH [NO MORE] DARKNESS, FOR UNENDING [SEASONS OF JOY] AND UN[NUMBERED] AGES OF PEACE. AND AS FOR ME, A CREATURE OF DUST, ...FR. 3: PILE OF DUST, HOW SHALL I STAND IN FRONT OF THE TEMPEST? ...AND HE WILL GUARD ME ACCORDING TO THE MYSTERIES OF HIS GOOD PLEASURE. FOR HE KNOWS...AND THEY WILL HIDE SNARES OF WICKEDNESS, NET AFTER NET...EVERY CREATURE OF DECEIT WILL COME TO AN END... [WICKEDNESS WILL] TURN TO NOTHING AND THE INCLINATION TOWARDS INIQUITY WILL VANISH AND DEEDS OF DECEIT [WILL PERISH]. AS FOR ME, CREATURE OF [CLAY] ...HOW WILL IT GAIN STRENGTH FOR THEE? THOU ART THE GOD OF [KNOWLEDGE] THOU HAST MADE THEM [ACCORDING TO THY DESIGN] AND WITHOUT THEE [NOTHING EXISTS]. [AS FOR ME, CREATURE] OF DUST, I KNOW THROUGH THE SPIRIT WHICH THOU HAST PUT INTO ME THAT...INJUSTICE AND DECEIT WILL BE AWE-STRUCK AND INSOLENCE WILL CEASE. [WO]RKS OF UNCLEANNESS WILL (TURN INTO) SICKNESS AND JUDGEMENTS (LEADING TO) PLAGUE AND DESTRUCTION... XXII (FORMERLY XVIII II, 27-29+FR. I I+FR. 52 BOTTOM, + FR. 4+FR. 47) ... [HOL]INESS THAT ARE IN HEAVEN...AND HE IS WONDER. BUT THEY CANNOT [UNDERSTAND] THY MARVELS AND THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO KNOW ALL [THY MYSTERIES]. HOW THEN CAN HE WHO RETURNS TO HIS DUST? AS FOR ME, I AM A MAN OF SIN WHO HAS WALLOWED [IN THE WAYS OF UNCLEANNESS] [AND BEEN DEFILED] BY THE GUILT OF WICKEDNESS. AS FOR ME, IN THE TIMES OF WRATH [I HAVE FALLEN (?)]. HOW CAN I RISE IN VIEW OF MY WOUND AND KEEP MYSELF...FOR THERE IS HOPE FOR MAN...AS FOR ME, CREATURE OF CLAY, I HAVE LEANED [ON THY LOVING-KINDNESS AND ON THE MULTITUDE OF THY MYSTERIES,] O MY GOD AND I KNOW THAT TRUTHFUL IS [THY MOUTH, AND THAT THY WORDS ARE NOT] REVOKED? AS FOR ME, I WILL RELY IN MY TIME [ON THY COVENANT AND WILL RAI]SE MYSELF TO THE POST WHICH THOU HAST ESTABLISHED FOR ME... FR. 4: ...AS FOR ME, I WAS FRIGHTENED BY THY JUDGEMENTS WHO IS FOUND CLEAN IN THY JUDGEMENT? AND WHAT IS [MAN BEFORE THEE? THOU BRINGEST] HIM TO JUDGEMENT AND HE RETURNS TO HIS DUST...MY GOD. THOU HAST OPENED MY HEART FOR THY UNDERSTANDING AND HAST UNSTOPPED [MY] EARS...TO LEAN ON THY GOODNESS. MY HEART MURMURS...AND MY HEART MELTS LIKE WAX BECAUSE OF INIQUITY AND SIN...BLESSED ART THOU, GOD OF KNOWLEDGE, WHO HAST ESTABLISHED...AND THOU HAST MET THY SERVANT WITH THIS FOR THY SAKE. FOR I KNOW THY [LOVING-KINDNESS AND IN] THY [MERCIES] I HOPE IN ALL MY EXISTENCE, AND I BLESS THY NAME ALWAYS. DO NOT FORSAKE ME IN THE TIMES [OF DISTRESS (?)] XXIII (FORMERLY XVIII, 1-16+FR. 57 I+FR. 2 I) THEY ARE CONFIRMED IN [THE EARS] OF THY SERVANT FOR EVER... [TO ANNOUNCE] THY MARVELLOUS TIDINGS WITHDRAW NOT THY HAND...THAT HE MAY BE CONFIRMED IN THY COVENANT AND STAND BEFORE THEE [FOR EVER]. [FOR THOU, O MY GOD,] DIDST OPEN A [FOUNTAIN] IN THE MOUTH OF THY SERVANT. THOU DIDST ENGRAVE BY THE MEASURING-CORD [THY MYSTERIES] UPON HIS TONGUE, [THAT] OUT OF HIS UNDERSTANDING [HE MIGHT] PREACH TO A CREATURE, AND INTERPRET THESE THINGS TO DUST LIKE MYSELF. THOU DIDST OPEN [HIS FOUNTAIN] THAT HE MIGHT REBUKE THE CREATURE OF CLAY FOR HIS WAY, AND HIM WHO IS BORN OF WOMAN FOR THE GUILT OF HIS DEEDS; THAT HE MIGHT OPEN [THE FOUNT OF] THY TRUTH TO A CREATURE WHOM THOU UPHOLDEST BY THY MIGHT; [THAT HE MIGHT BE], ACCORDING TO THY TRUTH, A MESSENGER [IN THE SEASON] OF THY GOODNESS; THAT TO THE HUMBLE HE MIGHT BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF THY GREAT MERCY, [PROCLAIMING SALVATION] FROM OUT OF THE FOUNTAIN [OF HOLINESS TO THE CONTRITE] OF SPIRIT, AND EVERLASTING JOY TO THOSE WHO MOURN. FR. 2: ...TO PRAISE THEE AND TO RECOUNT ALL THY GLORY. AS FOR ME, WHAT AM I? FOR I WAS TAKEN FROM DUST. BUT THOU, O MY GOD, THOU, HAST DONE ALL THESE [FOR] THY GLORY. ACCORDING TO THE GREATNESS OF THY LOVING-KINDNESS PUT THE GUARD OF THY RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE HAND OF THY [SERVANT] FOR EVER UNTIL DELIVERANCE. MAY THE INTERPRETERS OF KNOWLEDGE BE WITH ALL MY STEPS AND THOSE WHO DECIDE TRUTH [IN ALL MY WAYS]. FOR WHAT IS DUST AMONG ALL...ASHES ARE IN THEIR HAND: NOTHING AT ALL. AND THOU HAST SHED [THY HOLY] SPIRIT OVER DUST [TO BRING HIM INTO THE COMPANY] OF THE ‘GODS’ AND UNITE THEM WITH THE SONS OF HEAVEN. THOU HAST SHED THY HOLY [SPIRIT] TO ATONE FOR GUILT FOR THEY ARE ESTABLISHED IN THY TRUTH. [AND THOU, MY GOD], THOU HAST ACTED WONDROUSLY FOR THY GLORY 4Q427 7 I-II (1QH, FRS. 7, 46, 55, 56, 4Q428 15,40431 1) I... FOR I AM MADE TO STAND WITH THE ‘GODS’, AND I WILL NOT...GLORY OR MAJESTY FOR ME WITH FINE GOLD; GOLD AND PURIFIED GOLD, [I WILL] NOT...IN ME; ...WILL NOT BE RECKONED FOR ME. CHANT, O BELOVED, SING TO THE KING OF GLORY. REJOICE, IN THE CONGREGATION OF GOD. EXULT IN THE TENTS OF SALVATION. GIVE THANKS IN THE DWELLING [OF HOLINESS], EXTOL TOGETHER WITH THE ETERNAL HOST. MAGNIFY OUR GOD AND GLORIFY OUR KING. SANCTIFY HIS NAME WITH POWERFUL LIPS AND A VICTORIOUS TONGUE. LIFT UP ALONE YOUR VOICE IN ALL AGES, LET A JOYOUS MEDITATION BE HEARD. BURST OUT IN ETERNAL REJOICINGS AND PROSTRATE INCESSANTLY IN THE COMMON ASSEMBLY. BLESS THE WONDERFUL [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF EXALTED THINGS, HIM WHO PROCLAIMS THE POWER OF HIS HAND, SEALING MYSTERIES AND REVEALING SECRETS, LIFTING UP THOSE WHO STUMBLE AND FALL, RESTORING THE PROGRESS OF THOSE WHO HOPE FOR KNOWLEDGE AND HUMBLING THE MEETINGS OF THE EVERLASTINGLY HAUGHTY; SEALING THE MYSTERIES OF SPLENDOUR AND ESTABLISHING THE WONLDERS OF GLORY. O JUDGE, WHOSE ANGER IS DESTRUCTIVE, ...IN RIGHTEOUS LOVING-KINDNESS AND GREAT MERCY, BE GRACIOUS TO...MERCY TO THOSE WHO BEAR FRUITS OF HIS GREAT GOODNESS, AND THE SOURCE OF... II ...WICKEDNESS ENDS...OPPRESSION [CEASES], THE TYRANT CEASES...TREACHERY STOPS AND THERE ARE NO SENSELESS PERVERSITIES. LIGHT SHINES AND JOY BURSTS FORTH; MOURNING [VANISHES] AND SORROW FLEES. PEACE IS REVEALED, DREAD CEASES. A SPRING HAS OPENED UP FOR AN [ETERNAL] BLESSING AND FOR HEALING IN ALL THE EVERLASTING AGES. INIQUITY HAS STOPPED, PLAGUE HAS CEASED WITH NO MORE ILLNESS...HAS BEEN GATHERED IN AND... WILL BE NO MORE. ANNOUNCE AND SAY: GREAT IS GOD, [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF MARVELS. FOR HE HUMBLES THE PROUD SPIRIT WITH NO REMNANT AND FROM THE DUST HE LIFTS UP THE POOR TO [ETERNAL HEIGHTS]. AND HE LIFTS HIM UP TO THE CLOUDS TO SHARE A COMMON ASSEMBLY WITH THE ‘GODS’ AND... ANGER FOR EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION. HE RAISES FREELY THE TOTTERERS ON EARTH, AND [HIS] MIGHT IS WITH THEIR STEPS, AND EVERLASTING JOY IS IN THEIR DWELLINGS, ETERNAL GLORY WITHOUT END [FOR EVER]. LET THEM SAY: BLESSED BE GOD, AUTHOR OF MAJESTIC WONDERS, WHO REVEALS MIGHT SPLENDIDLY, AND JUSTIFIES WITH KNOWLEDGE ALL HIS CREATURES, SO THAT GOODNESS IS ON THEIR FACES. THEY KNOW THE MULTITUDE OF [HIS] LOVING [KINDNESS] AND THE ABUNDANCE OF HIS MERCIES TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF HIS TRUTH. WE KNOW THEE, O GOD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND WE COMPREHEND [THY..., O KING] OF GLORY. FOR WE HAVE SEEN THY ZEAL THROUGH THY MIGHTY POWER AND HAVE OBSERVED [THY] DEEDS IN THE ABUNDANCE OF THY MERCIES AND WONDROUS FORGIVENESS. WHAT IS FLESH COMPARED TO THESE? WHAT DO [DUST AND ASHES] AMOUNT TO THAT THEY RECITE THESE THINGS FROM AGE TO AGE, AND HOLD THEMSELVES UPRIGHT [BEFORE THEE AND ENTER INTO COMMUNION WITH] THE SONS OF HEAVEN. NO INTERPRETER CAN ANSWER ACCORDING TO THY MOUTH AND... TO THEE. FOR THOU HAST ESTABLISHED US ACCORDING TO [THY] PLEASURE IN THE TERRITORY [OF INIQUITY] ...WE HAVE SPOKEN TO THEE AND NOT TO A MEDIATOR... [AND THOU HAST LENT] AN EAR TO THE ISSUE OF OUR LIPS. ANNOUNCE AND SAY: BLESSED BE GOD, [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE HEAVENS BY HIS POWER, DESIGNER OF ALL THEIR DEVICES [BY] HIS STRENGTH, OF THE EARTH BY [HIS] MIGHT...
HYMNIC FRAGMENT (4Q433A)
THE VERSO SIDE OF THIS PAPYRUS, PALAEOGRAPHICALLY DATED TO THE FIRST HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE, CONTAINS THE BEGINNING OF THE COMMUNITY RULE (4Q255). THE RECTO CARRIES A POEM SIMILAR TO THE QUMRAN HYMNS OR HODAYOT AND ELABORATES THE FAMILIAR IMAGE OF THE COMMUNITY AS A PLANT IN GOD’S GARDEN. 
...FOR THE EVERLASTING SEA[SONS]. FOR THE MASTER. A SIM[IL]ITUDE ABOUT THE GLORY OF...A PLANT OF DELIGHT, A PLANT IN HIS GARDEN AND IN HIS VINEYARD. ITS TWIGS WILL BEAR FRUIT AND ITS BRANCHES WILL INCREASE...AND ITS BRANCHES (REACHING) ABOVE THE ELEVATED SUPPORT OF HEAVEN; AND ITS SPLENDOUR OFFERS ITSELF FOR EVERLASTING GENERATIONS, PRODUCING FRU[IT] FOR ALL WHO ARE TO TASTE IT. THERE WILL BE NO WILD GRAPES AMONG ITS FRUITS. IT WILL HAVE FOLIAGE, LEAVES AND BLOSSOMS. NONE OF ITS ROOTS WILL BE PULLED UP FROM ITS BED OF BALSAM FOR...
APOCRYPHAL PSALMS (I) (IIQPSA=IIQ5,4Q88)
THE INCOMPLETE PSALMS SCROLL FROM CAVE 11 (11QPSA), CONTAINS SEVEN NON-CANONICAL POEMS INTERSPERSED AMONG THE CANONICAL PSALMS. ONE OF THESE FIGURES AS PS. 151 IN THE GREEK PSALTER, AND FOUR FURTHER COMPOSITIONS HAVE BEEN PRESERVED IN SYRIAC TRANSLATION. THREE PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN POEMS AND AN EXTRACT FROM THE HEBREW VERSION OF SIRACH LI ALSO FEATURE IN THE SCROLL. IN PS. 151 A AND B OR SYRIAC PS. I, THE STORY OF THE ELECTION OF DAVID, THE SHEPHERD BOY, AS RULER OF ISRAEL, AND HIS VICTORY OVER GOLIATH, ARE POETICALLY RETOLD. PS. 154 OR SYR. PS. II IS A SAPIENTIAL HYMN, THE BEGINNING AND END OF WHICH ARE EXTANT ONLY IN SYRIAC, BUT 4Q448, COLUMN A (LINES 8—10) REPRESENTS A FEW WORDS IN HEBREW CORRESPONDING TO PS. 154, 17-20 (‘A QUMRAN COMPOSITION CONTAINING PART OF PS. 154...’, IEJ 42 (1992), 201-14). PS. 155 OR SYR. PS. III IS AN AMALGAM OF AN INDIVIDUAL COMPLAINT AND THANKSGIVING. PART OF IT IS AN ALPHABET ACROSTIC, I.E. THE LINES BEGIN WITH CONSECUTIVE LETTERS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET. PLEA FOR DELIVERANCE IS AN INDIVIDUAL THANKSGIVING HYMN, THE BEGINNING OF WHICH IS LOST. THE ZION PSALM, OF WHICH LINES 1-3 AND 8-15 ARE ALSO IN A FRAGMENTARY PSALMS SCROLL FROM CAVE 4 (4Q88 VII-VIII), IS ANOTHER ALPHABETIC ACROSTIC HYMN PRAISING JERUSALEM. FINALLY, THE PSALM OF THE CREATION IS A FURTHER SAPIENTIAL HYMN. A MIDRASHIC ACCOUNT OF THE POETIC ACTIVITIES OF DAVID IS INSERTED IN COLUMN XXVII OF IIQ5, CREDITING HIM WITH 4,050 COMPOSITIONS, SUBDIVIDED INTO PSALMS, SONGS FOR THE DAILY HOLOCAUST, SONGS FOR THE SABBATH SACRIFICE, SONGS FOR FESTIVALS AND SONGS FOR EXORCISM. THE MENTION OF FIFTY-TWO SABBATHS AND THE 364 DAYS INDICATES THAT THE AUTHOR ENVISAGED THE SOLAR YEAR OF THE QUMRAN CALENDAR. THE FIGURE OF 4,050 SHOULD BE VIEWED AGAINST THE EQUALLY PROLIFIC LITERARY ACHIEVEMENT CLAIMED FOR SOLOMON IN 1 KINGS V, 12 (3,000 PROVERBS AND 1,005 SONGS ACCORDING TO THE HEBREW TEXT; 3,000 PROVERBS AND 5,000 SONGS ACCORDING TO THE SEPTUAGINT). AS FOR JOSEPHUS, HE ATTRIBUTES TO SOLOMON 1,005 BOOKS OF POEMS AND 3,000 BOOKS OF PARABLES (ANTIQUITIES VIII, 44). ONLY THIS CATALOGUE, WRITTEN IN PROSE, IS DEFINITELY SECTARIAN. THE PSALMS THEMSELVES PROBABLY BELONG TO THE SECOND CENTURY BCE AT THE LATEST, BUT THEY MAY EVEN DATE TO THE THIRD CENTURY BCE.
PSALM 151A
XXVIII HALLELUJAH. OF DAVID, SON OF JESSE. 1. I WAS SMALLER THAN MY BROTHERS, AND YOUNGER THAN THE SONS OF MY FATHER. HE MADE ME SHEPHERD OF HIS FLOCK, AND A RULER OVER HIS KIDS. 2. MY HANDS HAVE MADE A PIPE AND MY FINGERS A LYRE. I HAVE RENDERED GLORY TO THE LORD; I HAVE SAID SO IN MY SOUL. 3. THE MOUNTAINS DO NOT TESTIFY TO HIM, AND THE HILLS DO NOT TELL (OF HIM). THE TREES PRAISE MY WORDS AND THE FLOCKS MY DEEDS. 4. FOR WHO CAN TELL AND SPEAK OF AND RECOUNT THE [SEXLESS] WORKS OF THE LORD? GOD HAS SEEN ALL, HE HAS HEARD ALL, AND HE LISTENS TO ALL. 5. HE SENT HIS PROPHET TO ANOINT ME, SAMUEL TO MAGNIFY ME. MY BROTHERS WENT OUT TO MEET HIM, BEAUTIFUL OF FIGURE, BEAUTIFUL OF APPEARANCE. 6. THEY WERE TALL OF STATURE WITH BEAUTIFUL HAIR, YET THE LORD DID NOT CHOOSE THEM. 7. HE SENT AND TOOK ME FROM BEHIND THE FLOCK, AND ANOINTED ME WITH HOLY OIL, AS A PRINCE OF HIS PEOPLE, AND A RULER AMONG THE SONS OF HIS COVENANT.
PSALM 151B
THE FIRST DISPLAY OF DAVID’S POWER AFTER GOD’S PROPHET HAD ANOINTED HIM. 1. THEN I SAW THE PHILISTINE TAUNTING [FROM THE ENEMY LINES] ...
SYRIAC PSALM II = PSALM 154
1 XVIII [GLORIFY GOD WITH A GREAT VOICE. PROCLAIM HIS MAJESTY IN THE CONGREGATION OF THE MANY. 2 GLORIFY HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AMID THE MULTITUDE OF THE UPRIGHT AND RECOUNT HIS GREATNESS WITH THE FAITHFUL. 3 JOIN] YOUR SOULS TO THE GOOD AND TO THE PERFECT TO GLORIFY THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. 4 ASSEMBLE TOGETHER TO MAKE KNOWN HIS SALVATION. AND BE NOT SLOW IN MAKING KNOWN HIS STRENGTH, AND HIS MAJESTY TO ALL THE SIMPLE. 5 FOR WISDOM IS GIVEN TO MAKE KNOWN THE GLORY OF THE LORD AND TO RECOUNT THE GREATNESS OF HIS DEEDS. SHE IS MADE KNOWN TO MAN, 7 TO DECLARE HIS STRENGTH TO THE SIMPLE, AND TO GIVE INSIGHT INTO HIS GREATNESS TO THOSE WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING, 8 THEY WHO ARE FAR FROM HER GATES, WHO HAVE STRAYED FROM HER ENTRANCES. 9 FOR THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] IS THE LORD OF JACOB, AND HIS MAJESTY IS OVER ALL HIS WORKS. 10 AND A MAN WHO GLORIFIES THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] IS ACCEPTED BY HIM AS ONE BRINGING AN OFFERING, 11 AS ONE OFFERING, HE-GOATS AND CALVES, AS ONE CAUSING THE ALTAR TO GROW FAT ON A MULTITUDE OF BURNT-OFFERINGS, AS AN AGREEABLE INCENSE BY THE HAND OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 12 FROM THE DOORS OF THE RIGHTEOUS HER VOICE IS HEARD, AND FROM THE CONGREGATION OF THE DEVOUT HER SONG. 13 WHEN THEY EAT THEIR FILL, SHE IS MENTIONED, AND WHEN THEY DRINK IN COMMUNITY TOGETHER. 14 THEIR MEDITATION IS ON THE LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND THEIR WORDS ARE FOR MAKING KNOWN HIS STRENGTH. 15 HOW FAR FROM THE WICKED IS HER WORD, AND HER KNOWLEDGE FROM THE INSOLENT. 16 BEHOLD THE EYES OF THE LORD HAVE COMPASSION ON THE GOOD, 17 AND HIS MERCY IS GREAT OVER THOSE WHO GLORIFY HIM; FROM AN EVIL TIME, HE SAVES [THEIR] SOULS. 18 [BLESS] THE LORD WHO REDEEMS THE HUMBLE FROM THE HAND OF STRANGERS AND DELIVERS [THE PERFECT FROM THE HAND OF THE WICKED], 19 WHO LIFTS UP A HORN OUT OF JACOB, AND A JUDGE [OUT OF ISRAEL]. 20 [HE DESIRES HIS TABERNACLE IN ZION, AND CHOOSES JERUSALEM FOR EVER.]
SYRIAC PSALM III =PSALM 155
1. XXIV O LORD, I HAVE CALLED TO THEE, HEAR ME. 2. I HAVE SPREAD OUT MY HANDS TOWARDS THY HOLY DWELLING-PLACE. 3. TURN THINE EAR AND GRANT ME MY REQUEST, 4. AND DO NOT WITHHOLD MY PLEA FROM ME. 5. CONSTRUCT MY SOUL AND DO NOT CAST IT AWAY, 6. AND DO NOT LEAVE IT ALONE BEFORE THE WICKED. 7. MAY THE TRUE JUDGE TURN AWAY FROM ME THE REWARDS OF EVIL. 8. LORD, DO NOT JUDGE ME ACCORDING TO MY SINS, FOR NO LIVING MAN IS RIGHTEOUS BEFORE THEE. 9. LORD, CAUSE ME TO UNDERSTAND THY LAW AND TEACH ME THY JUDGEMENTS. 10. AND THE MULTITUDE SHALL HEAR OF THY DEEDS, AND PEOPLES SHALL HONOUR THY GLORY. 11. REMEMBER ME AND FORGET ME NOT, AND BRING ME NOT TO UNBEARABLE HARDSHIPS. 12. PUT AWAY FROM ME THE SIN OF MY YOUTH, AND MAY MY SINS NOT BE REMEMBERED AGAINST ME. 13. LORD, CLEANSE ME FROM THE EVIL PLAGUE, AND LET IT NOT RETURN TO ME. 14. DRY UP ITS ROOTS WITHIN ME, AND PERMIT NOT ITS LEAVES TO FLOURISH IN ME. 15. LORD, THOU, ART GLORY; THEREFORE, MY PLEA IS FULFILLED BEFORE THEE. 16. 6 TO WHOM SHALL I CRY SO THAT HE WILL GRANT IT TO ME? WHAT MORE CAN THE POWER OF THE SONS OF MEN DO? 17. FROM BEFORE THEE, O LORD, COMES MY TRUST. I CRIED TO THE LORD AND HE ANSWERED ME; HE HEALED THE BROKENNESS OF MY HEART. 18. 8 I WAS SLEEPY [AND I] SLEPT; I DREAMT AND ALSO [I AWOKE]. 19. LORD, THOU, DIDST SUPPORT ME WHEN MY HEART WAS STRICKEN, AND I CALLED UPON THE LORD [MY SAVIOUR]. 20. NOW I WILL SEE THEIR SHAME; I HAVE RELIED ON THEE, AND I WILL NOT BE ASHAMED. (RENDER GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER.) 21. REDEEM ISRAEL, THY, PIOUS ONE, O LORD, AND THE HOUSE OF JACOB, THINE, ELECT.
PRAYER FOR DELIVERANCE
XIX FOR NO WORM THANKS THEE, NOR A MAGGOT RECOUNTS THY LOVINGKINDNESS. ONLY THE LIVING, THANK THEE, ALL THEY WHOSE FEET TOTTER, THANK THEE, WHEN THOU MAKEST KNOWN TO THEM THY LOVING-KINDNESS, AND CAUSEST THEM TO UNDERSTAND THY RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR THE SOUL OF ALL THE LIVING IS IN THY HAND; THOU HAST GIVEN BREATH TO ALL FLESH. O LORD, DO TOWARDS US ACCORDING TO THY GOODNESS, ACCORDING TO THE GREATNESS OF THY MERCIES, AND ACCORDING TO THE GREATNESS OF THY RIGHTEOUS DEEDS. THE LORD LISTENS TO THE VOICE OF ALL WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND DOES NOT PERMIT HIS LOVING-KINDNESS TO DEPART FROM THEM. BLESSED BE THE LORD, DOER OF RIGHTEOUS DEEDS, WHO CROWNS HIS PIOUS ONES WITH LOVING-KINDNESS AND MERCIES. MY SOUL SHOUTS TO PRAISE THY NAME, TO PRAISE WITH JUBILATION THY MERCIES, TO ANNOUNCE THY FAITHFULNESS; THERE IS NO LIMIT TO THY PRAISES. I BELONGED TO DEATH BECAUSE OF MY SINS, AND MY INIQUITIES HAD SOLD ME TO SHEOL. BUT THOU DIDST SAVE ME, O LORD, ACCORDING TO THE GREATNESS OF THY MERCIES, ACCORDING TO THE GREATNESS OF THY RIGHTEOUS DEEDS. I, TOO, HAVE LOVED THY NAME, AND HAVE TAKEN REFUGE IN THY SHADOW. WHEN I REMEMBER THY POWER, MY HEART IS STRENGTHENED AND I RELY ON THY MERCIES. FORGIVE MY SINS, O LORD, AND PURIFY ME OF MY INIQUITY. GRANT ME A SPIRIT OF FAITHFULNESS AND KNOWLEDGE; LET ME NOT BE DISHONOURED IN RUIN. LET NOT BELIAL DOMINATE ME, NOR AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT; LET PAIN AND THE EVIL INCLINATION NOT POSSESS MY BONES. FOR THOU, O LORD, ART MY PRAISE, AND I HOPE IN THEE EVERY DAY. MY BRETHREN REJOICE WITH ME AND THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER IS ASTOUNDED BY THY GRACIOUSNESS. ...FOREVER I WILL REJOICE IN THEE.
APOSTROPHE TO ZION
XXIII WILL REMEMBER YOU, O ZION, FOR A BLESSING; WITH ALL MY MIGHT I LOVE YOU; YOUR MEMORY IS TO BE BLESSED FOR EVER. YOUR HOPE IS GREAT, O ZION; PEACE AND YOUR AWAITED SALVATION WILL COME. GENERATION AFTER GENERATION SHALL DWELL IN YOU, AND GENERATIONS OF THE PIOUS SHALL BE YOUR ORNAMENT. THEY WHO DESIRE THE DAY OF YOUR SALVATION SHALL REJOICE IN THE GREATNESS OF YOUR GLORY. THEY SHALL BE SUCKLED ON THE FULLNESS OF YOUR GLORY, AND IN YOUR BEAUTIFUL STREETS THEY SHALL MAKE TINKLING SOUNDS. YOU SHALL REMEMBER THE PIOUS DEEDS OF YOUR PROPHETS, AND SHALL GLORIFY YOURSELF IN THE DEEDS OF YOUR PIOUS ONES. CLEANSE VIOLENCE FROM YOUR MIDST; LYING AND INIQUITY, MAY THEY BE CUT OFF FROM YOU. YOUR SONS SHALL REJOICE WITHIN YOU, AND YOUR CHERISHED ONES SHALL BE JOINED TO YOU. HOW MUCH THEY HAVE HOPED IN YOUR SALVATION, AND HOW MUCH YOUR PERFECT ONES HAVE MOURNED FOR YOU? YOUR HOPE, O ZION, SHALL NOT PERISH, AND YOUR EXPECTATION WILL NOT BE FORGOTTEN. IS THERE A JUST MAN WHO HAS PERISHED? IS THERE A MAN WHO HAS ESCAPED HIS INIQUITY? MAN IS TRIED ACCORDING TO HIS WAY, EACH IS REPAID ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS. YOUR OPPRESSORS SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM AROUND YOU, O ZION, AND ALL WHO HATE YOU SHALL BE DISPERSED. YOUR PRAISE IS PLEASING, O ZION; IT RISES UP IN ALL THE WORLD. MANY TIMES, I WILL REMEMBER YOU FOR A BLESSING; I WILL BLESS YOU WITH ALL MY HEART. YOU SHALL ATTAIN TO ETERNAL RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND SHALL RECEIVE BLESSINGS FROM THE NOBLE. TAKE THE VISION WHICH SPEAKS OF YOU, AND THE DREAMS OF THE PROPHETS REQUESTED FOR YOU. BE EXALTED AND INCREASE, O ZION; PRAISE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], YOUR REDEEMER! MAY MY SOUL REJOICE IN YOUR GLORY!
HYMN TO THE CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]
XXVI THE, LORD IS GREAT AND HOLY, THE MOST HOLY FOR GENERATION AFTER GENERATION. MAJESTY GOES BEFORE HIM, AND AFTER HIM ABUNDANCE OF MANY WATERS. LOVING-KINDNESS AND TRUTH ARE ABOUT HIS FACE; TRUTH AND JUDGEMENT AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, ARE THE PEDESTAL OF HIS THRONE. HE DIVIDES LIGHT FROM OBSCURITY; HE ESTABLISHES THE DAWN BY THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS HEART. WHEN ALL HIS ANGELS SAW IT, THEY SANG, FOR HE SHOWED THEM THAT WHICH THEY HAD NOT KNOWN. HE CROWNS THE MOUNTAINS WITH FRUIT, WITH GOOD FOOD FOR ALL THE LIVING. BLESSED BE THE MASTER OF THE EARTH WITH HIS POWER, WHO ESTABLISHES THE WORLD BY HIS WISDOM. BY HIS UNDERSTANDING HE STRETCHED OUT THE HEAVEN, AND BROUGHT FORTH [WIND] FROM HIS STORES. HE MADE LIGHTNINGS FOR THE RAIN, AND RAISED MIST FROM THE END [OF THE EARTH].
AN ACCOUNT OF DAVID’S POEMS
XXVII DAVID SON OF JESSE WAS WISE AND BRILLIANT LIKE THE LIGHT OF THE SUN; (HE WAS) A SCRIBE, INTELLIGENT AND PERFECT IN ALL HIS WAYS BEFORE GOD AND MEN. YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] GAVE HIM AN INTELLIGENT AND BRILLIANT SPIRIT, AND HE WROTE 3,600 PSALMS AND 364 SONGS TO SING BEFORE THE ALTAR FOR THE DAILY PERPETUAL SACRIFICE, FOR ALL THE DAYS OF THE YEAR; AND 52 SONGS FOR THE SABBATH OFFERINGS; AND 30 SONGS FOR THE NEW MOONS, FOR FEAST-DAYS AND FOR THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. IN ALL, THE SONGS WHICH HE UTTERED WERE 446, AND 4 SONGS TO MAKE MUSIC ON BEHALF OF THOSE STRICKEN (BY EVIL SPIRITS). IN ALL, THEY WERE 4,050. ALL THESE HE UTTERED THROUGH PROPHECY WHICH WAS GIVEN HIM FROM BEFORE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH].
APOCRYPHAL PSALMS (II) (4Q88)
THE LAST FOUR COLUMNS (VII- X) OF A FRAGMENTARY PSALMS MANUSCRIPT FROM CAVE 4 HAVE PRESERVED THREE APOCRYPHAL POEMS. THE FIRST OF THESE (COLS. VII-VIII) IS IDENTICAL WITH 11Q5 XXII ALREADY PRESENTED (PP. 31112). OF THE OTHER TWO, THE FIRST (COL. IX) FOCUSES ON THE FINAL JUDGEMENT AND THE SECOND (COL. X) IS A HYMN TO JUDAH. 
IX ...CONGREGATION AND THEY SHALL PRAISE THE NAME OF THE LORD, FOR HE HAS COME TO JUDGE EVERY ACTION, TO REMOVE THE WICKED FROM THE EARTH [SO THAT THE SONS] OF INIQUITY SHALL NOT BE FOUND. THE HEAVENS [SHALL GIVE] THEIR DEW AND THERE SHALL BE NO... [WITHIN] THEIR [BOUNDARIE]S. AND THE EARTH SHALL [GIVE] ITS FRUIT IN ITS TIME AND ITS PRODUCT SHALL NOT FAIL. THE FRUIT TREES [SHALL] ...OF ITS VINEYARDS AND ITS...SHALL NOT LIE. THE POOR SHALL EAT AND THE GOD-FEARERS SHALL BE SATED. X ...THEN HEAVEN AND EARTH SHALL EXULT TOGETHER. LET ALL THE STARS OF THE EVENING TWILIGHT EXULT. REJOICE, JUDAH, REJOICE! REJOICE, REJOICE AND BE GLAD WITH GLADNESS! CELEBRATE YOUR FEASTS AND PAY YOUR VOWS FOR THERE IS NO BELIAL IN YOUR MIDST. RAISE YOUR HAND AND FORTIFY YOUR RIGHT HAND! BEHOLD THE ENEMY SHALL PERISH AND ALL THE WORKERS OF INIQUITY SHALL BE DISPERSED. BUT THOU, O LORD, ART FOREVER. THY GLORY SHALL BE FOR EVER AND EVER. HALLELUIAH.
APOCRYPHAL PSALMS (III) (11QAPPSA=11Q11)
BADLY WORN REMAINS OF FIVE COLUMNS OF A SCROLL WITH APOCRYPHAL PSALMS, AT LEAST PARTLY DEVOTED TO EXORCISM, HAVE SURVIVED IN CAVE 11. MOST OF THE COLUMNS ARE SO POORLY PRESERVED THAT NO CONTINUOUS READING IS POSSIBLE. IN COL. I, WHERE THE NAME OF SOLOMON IMPLIES THAT THIS WAS ONE OF THE POEMS ATTRIBUTED TO HIM, THE REPEATED USE OF THE TERM ‘DEMONS’ AND MENTION OF ‘HEALING’ SUGGEST THE GENRE OF THE COMPOSITION. IN COL. III A ‘POWERFUL ANGEL’ IS MENTIONED WHO SEEMS TO BE CHARGED WITH DEFEATING THE DEMON AND CASTING IT TO THE ‘GREAT ABYSS’ AND THE ‘NETHERMOST [HELL]’. COL. V, 3—13 HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED AS THE CANONICAL PSALM XCI, PRECEDED BY SMALL REMAINS OF THE EXORCISTIC POEM OF COL. IV AND FOLLOWED BY A LITURGICAL FORMULA, ‘AND THEY SHALL ANSWER, AMEN, AMEN. SELAH.’ ALL THE LACUNAE OF COL. IV HAVE BEEN CONJECTURALLY FILLED IN A FRENCH RENDERING. HIS PRESENTATION WILL BE REPRODUCED HERE IN ENGLISH; IT PROVIDES A POSSIBLE GENERAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE TEXT, BUT WITH NO GUARANTEE THAT ANY OF THE RESTORED DETAILS IS CORRECT. FOR PRELIMINARY EDITIONS, SEE ‘UN PETIT ROULEAU DE PSAUMES APOCRYPHES (IIQPSAPA)’, IN ‘LES DEUX DERNIERS PSAUMES DAVIDIQUES DU RITUEL D’EXORCISME, IIQPSAPA IV 4-V 14’, IN THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS: FORTY YEARS OF RESEARCH (LEIDEN, 1992), 64-89; CF. ESP. PP. 68-9. 
III ... WHO [HAS] PERFORMED THESE SIGNS AND MARVELS ON THE EARTH? THE LORD IS THE ONE [WHO] PERFORMED THESE THROUGH HIS [MIGHT]. HE ADJURES ALL [HIS] ANGELS AND ALL THE SEED OF HOLINESS WHO STAND BEFORE HIM, AND MAKES ALL THE HEAVENS TESTIFY AND THE WHOLE EARTH [AGAINST THOSE] WHO SINNED AGAINST [ALL MEN], AND ACTED [WICKEDLY] AGAINST EVERY HUMAN. AND THEY KNOW [THE MYSTERIES OF] HIS MARVELS WHICH THEY DO NOT... [AND THEY FEAR] THE LORD...TO KILL...THE LORD...THE LORD...AND THEY WILL FEAR THAT GREAT BLOW. IV ...THE LORD WILL STRIKE YOU WITH A GREAT BLOW FOR YOUR DESTRUCTION...AND IN HIS ANGER HE WILL SEND AGAINST YOU A MIGHTY ANGEL [TO EXECUTE] ALL HIS DECISIONS, WHO WILL BE [WITHOUT] MERCY ON YOU...AGAINST ALL THESE, WHO [WILL TAKE] YOU [DOWN] TO THE GREAT ABYSS, [AND TO] THE NETHERMOST [HELL.] ...DARK IN THE GREAT ABYSS...NO MORE ON THE EARTH...FOR EVER, AND...BY THE CURSE OF ABADDON (THE BOTTOM OF HELL) ...THE FURIOUS ANGER OF THE LORD... V ...RAPHAEL HEALED THEM. AMEN, AMEN. SELAH. OF DAVID...AN INCANTATION IN THE NAME OF THE LORD. CALL ANY TIME ON HEAVEN, FOR HE WILL COME TO YOU IN THE NIGHT, AND YOU WILL SAY TO HIM: WHO ARE YOU, [ONE BORN OF] MAN AND OF THE SEED OF THE HOLY ONES? YOUR FACE IS A FACE OF INANITY AND YOUR HORNS ARE HORNS OF DREAM. YOU ARE DARKNESS AND NOT LIGHT, INJUSTICE AND NOT RIGHTEOUSNESS. THE PRINCE OF THE HOST, THE LORD, [WILL SEND] YOU DOWN TO THE LOWEST HELL, AND WILL CLOSE THE GATES OF BRONZE THROUGH WHICH NO LIGHT [PASSES] AND [THE] SUN WHICH RISES ON THE RIGHTEOUS [WILL] NOT [ENLIGHTEN YOU] ...AND YOU WILL SAY... VI ...TO DAVID. ON WORDS OF INCANTATION. CRY OUT ALL THE TIME IN THE NAME OF THE LORD TOWARDS HEAVEN WHEN BELIAL COMES TO YOU. AND SAY TO HIM: WHO ARE YOU? [BE AFRAID OF] MAN AND OF THE SEED OF THE HOLY ONES. YOUR FACE IS A FACE OF NOTHING AND YOUR HORNS ARE HORNS OF DREAM. YOU ARE DARKNESS AND NOT LIGHT; INJUSTICE AND NOT RIGHTEOUSNESS. THE PRINCE OF THE HOST [IS AGAINST YOU]; THE LORD [WILL CAST] YOU [TO] THE NETHERMOST [HELL], [CLOSED BY] BRONZE GATES THROUGH WHICH NO LIGHT [SHALL PASS]; NOR [SHALL SHINE THERE THE LIGHT OF THE] SUN WHICH [WILL RISE] OVER THE RIGHTEOUS TO ILLUMINE HIS FACE. AND YOU WILL SAY: IS THERE NOT AN ANGEL WITH THE RIGHTEOUS WHEN [JUDGMENT] COMES [FOR] SATAN FOR HE CAUSED HIM EVIL? AND THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH [WILL SAVE HIM] FROM DARKNESS BECAUSE RIGHTEOUSNESS IS FOR HIM...FOR EVER [ALL THE] SON OF BELIAL. AMEN, AMEN. SELAH.
NON-CANONICAL PSALMS (4Q380-81)
TWO POORLY PRESERVED MANUSCRIPTS, THE FIRST CONSISTING OF SEVEN AND THE SECOND OF 110 FRAGMENTS, CONTAIN APOCRYPHAL HEBREW RELIGIOUS POETRY RESEMBLING BIBLICAL PSALMS MORE THAN THE HODAYOT (1QH) FROM QUMRAN. SOME OF THEM REUSE AND COMBINE CANONICAL PSALMS (E.G. FR. 15 RE-EMPLOYING PSS. LXXXVI AND LXXXIX, AND FR. 24, PS. XVIII). NOT ONE SINGLE LINE HAS SURVIVED INTACT AND ONLY A FEW OF THESE LARGELY MEDIOCRE POEMS CAN BE TRANSLATED. THEIR EDITOR, ASSIGNS THE COLLECTION TO THE PERSIAN-HELLENISTIC ERA AND CONSIDERS IT TO BE A PRESECTARIAN COMPOSITION. PALAEOGRAPHICALLY THE MANUSCRIPT IS DATED TO THE FIRST HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. NO HISTORICAL ALLUSIONS ARE INCLUDED. LIKE MANY OF THE BIBLICAL PSALMS, THESE POEMS BORE TITLES, THREE OF WHICH HAVE BEEN PRESERVED: ‘PSALM OF OBADIAH’ (4Q380 1 11, 8); ‘HYMN OF THE MAN OF GOD’ (4Q381 24, 4) AND ‘PRAYER OF MANASSEH, KING OF JUDAH WHEN THE KING OF ASSYRIA IMPRISONED HIM’ (4Q381 33, 8). THE ATTRIBUTIONS ARE NO DOUBT PSEUDEPIGRAPHIC. WHETHER OBADIAH IS THE MINOR PROPHET OR THE COURT OFFICIAL MENTIONED IN 1 KINGS XVIII, 3 CANNOT BE DECIDED. 
I ...JERUSALEM, THAT IS THE CITY CHOSEN BY THE LORD FROM EVERLASTING TO [EVERLASTING.] ...THE HOLY ONES FOR THE NAME OF THE LORD IS CALLED ON HER, [AND HIS GLORY] IS SEEN ON JERUSALEM AND ZION. WHO WILL UTTER THE NAME OF THE LORD, AND WHO MAKES ALL HIS PRAISES HEARD? THE LORD REMEMBERED HIM IN HIS FAVOUR AND VISITED HIM THAT HE MIGHT SHOW HIM THE PROSPERITY [OF] HIS CHOSEN ONES, MAKING HIM REJOICE IN THE GLADNESS OF HIS NATION (CF. PS. CVI, 2,4-5). II [AND] HE MADE FOR YOU A MAN WHO...FOR HE IS THE ONE [WHOSE] WORDS THEY KEPT WHICH ARE FOR ALL THE SONS OF ISRAEL...YOUR HAND WILL [NOT] SAVE YOU, FOR THE STRENGTH OF [YOUR] GOD DOES GOOD. AND THOSE (FILLED WITH) WICKED HATRED, HOW LONG WILL YOU DELIGHT TO DO EVIL? ...VACAT PSALM OF OBADIAH. GOD...TRUTH IS IN IT, AND HIS LOVING KINDNESS... FR. 2: ...MOUNTAINS AND HILLS...ALL WHO ARE FOUNDED ON IT WILL SHAKE... [AND THEY WILL CRY TO] THE LORD IN THEIR DISTRESS. FROM THEIR OPPRESSION HE WILL DELIVER THEM, FOR THE LORD IS GRACIOUS TO THE PIOUS...TO THE MAN... 4Q381, FR. I ... [HIS WISDOM] I HAVE DECLARED, AND I WILL MEDITATE ON HIS MARVEL, AND IT WILL BECOME MY TEACHER. JUDGEMENT...OF MY MOUTH, AND TO THE SIMPLE AND THEY WILL UNDERSTAND, AND TO THE SENSELESS AND THEY WILL KNOW. O LORD, HOW MIGHTY...MARVELS HE MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH IN HIS DAYS (?), AND BY HIS WORD...THE RIVERBEDS HE...NIGHT AND STARS AND CONSTELLATIONS...AND HE CAUSED THEM TO SHINE... [EVERY] TREE AND EVERY FRUIT OF THE VINEYARD AND EVERY PRODUCE OF THE FIELD. AND ACCORDING TO HIS WORDS...ALL...MANKIND AND BY HIS SPIRIT HE ESTABLISHED THEM TO HAVE DOMINION OVER ALL THIS, OVER THE GROUND AND ALL [ITS PRODUCE (?)] FROM NEW MOON TO NEW MOON, FROM FESTIVAL TO FESTIVAL, FROM DAY TO DAY TO EAT ITS FRUIT, FRUIT OF...AND BIRDS AND ALL THAT BELONGS TO THEM TO EAT THE BEST OF EVERYTHING AND ALSO...IN THEM AND ALL HIS HOSTS AND HIS ANGELS...TO SERVE MAN AND TO MINISTER TO HIM... FR. 15: ...THOU WILT TURN MY HEART... [TURN TO ME AND TAKE PITY ON ME; GIVE THY STRENGTH TO THY SERVANT] AND SAVE THE SON OF THY HANDMAID. SHOW ME [A SIGN OF THY FAVOUR, THAT THOSE WHO HATE ME MAY SEE AND BE PUT TO SHAME BECAUSE THOU,] MY GOD, HAST HELPED ME (PS. LXXXVI, 16-17) AND I WILL PREPARE (A SACRIFICE) FOR THEE, MY GOD...THOU DOST RULE THE RAGING OF THE SEA; THOU STILLEST ITS WAVES. [THOU DIDST CRUSH RAHAB LIKE A CARCASS, THOU, DIDST SCATTER THINE ENEMIES WITH THY MIGHTY ARM] (PS. LXXXIX, 10-11). [THE WORLD AND] ALL THAT IS IN IT, THOU, HAST FOUNDED THEM (IBID. 12). THOU HAST A [MIGHTY] ARM; STRONG IS THY HAND, HIGH THY RIGHT HAND (IBID. 14) [FOR WHO IN THE SKIES CAN BE COMPARED TO THEE,] MY GOD? AND WHO AMONG THE SONS OF ‘GODS’ AND IN ALL [THE COUNCIL OF THE HOLY ONES? ...FOR THOU] ART THE GLORY OF ITS MAJESTY. AS FOR ME, THINE, ANOINTED ONE, I HAVE UNDERSTOOD... [I WILL MAKE] THEE KNOWN, FOR THOU HAST MADE ME KNOW; I WILL HAVE INSIGHT, FOR THOU HAST GIVEN ME INSIGHT...FOR ON THY NAME, MY GOD, WE SHALL CALL, AND [WE SHALL WAIT] FOR THY SALVATION. AND THEY WILL PUT IT ON LIKE A GARMENT AND LIKE A DRESS... FR. 17: ...IN SPLENDOUR THOU WILT LOOK ON JUDAH AND... MY GOD, THOU, WILT SWALLOW THEM UP AND [FIRE] WILL DEVOUR THEM... FR. 24: ...PSALM OF THE MAN OF GOD. LORD, GOD...HE HAS REDEEMED JUDAH FROM ALL DISTRESS AND FROM EPHRAIM...GENERATION. THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED HIS TEST WILL PRAISE HIM AND SAY, ‘ARISE [O GOD’] ...THY NAME IS MY SALVATION, MY ROCK, MY FORTRESS AND [MY] REFUGE [IS MY GOD] (PS. XVIII, 3). ON THE DAY OF...I WILL CALL ON THE LORD AND HE WILL ANSWER ME, MY HELP... THOSE WHO HATE ME. AND HE WILL SAY...MY CRY BEFORE HIM COMES TO HIS EARS (PS. XVIII, 7) [FROM HIS TEMPLE HE WILL HEAR MY] VOICE. [AND] THE EARTH WILL REEL AND ROCK, AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE MOUNTAINS TREMBLE...FOR HE IS ANGRY. SMOKE WENT UP FROM HIS NOSTRILS (PS. XVIII, 7-9) ... FR. 31: ...IN THE NET WHICH THEY HAVE CONCEALED...I WILL SING TO...I WILL MEDITATE OVER THY WONDERS FOR TO...BEFORE THEE...THOU DOST SAVE ME AND LIFT ME UP FROM THE TENTS OF DEATH...BEFORE ALL...ALL ITS WAYS COME TO...IN A HOLY PLACE... [SELAH.] VACAT ...PRAYER OF...KING OF JUDAH. HEAR O [MY] GOD...I WILL RECOUNT BEFORE THOSE WHO FEAR THEE...WHO CAN UNDERSTAND THY THOUGHTS? FOR MY OPPRESSORS HAVE INCREASED BEFORE THEE. THOU HAST KNOWN THEM AND THOU HAST SUBDUED THE ENEMIES OF MY SOUL BEFORE THINE EYES. FOR I WILL LIVE... [AND] THOU SHALT [NOT] CONCEAL MY INIQUITY TO THOSE WITH UNDERSTANDING. THOU SHALT SLAY THEM (THE ENEMIES) O GOD OF MY SALVATION. THE DAYS OF MY EXISTENCE ARE TREASURED UP. WHAT CAN A MAN SAY (BUT) ‘HERE I AM’? AND HOW [DOST THOU DELIVER] TO THE SWORD THOSE WHO WAIT FOR ME, THOSE WHO SAY...ON THE DAY OF WRATH? THEY HAVE WOVEN A CROWN FOR MY HEAD. FOR THEIR GLORY IS A SPLENDID PILLAR...FROM THE BOOK OF LIFE. THOSE WHO FRIGHTEN ME WILL BE CUT OFF AND MY ENEMIES WILL FINISH...A SONG AND THANKSGIVING... FR. 33: ...RISE ABOVE THE HEAVENS, O LORD, AND [MY] GOD...AND LET US GLORY IN THY MIGHT FOR [THY WONDERS] ARE INSCRUTABLE...THOU SHALT PLACE ME AND THY CHASTISEMENT WILL BE MY [JOY]...EVERLASTING AND TO EXTOL. THEE. FOR MY SINS HAVE BECOME TOO MANY FOR ME...BUT THOU, MY GOD, SHALT SEND THY SPIRIT [AND THY MERCY] TO THE SON OF THY HANDMAID AND THY LOVING-KINDNESS TO THE SERVANT WHO IS NEAR THEE...I WILL EXULT AND REJOICE IN THEE BEFORE THOSE WHO FEAR [THEE], FOR [THOU SHALT JUDGE] THY SERVANTS IN THY RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ACCORDING TO THY LOVING-KINDNESS...TO SAVE...TO THEE. SELAH. VACAT PRAYER OF MANASSEH, KING OF JUDAH WHEN THE KING OF ASSYRIA GAOLED HIM...MY GOD...MY SALVATION IS NEAR IN THINE EYES...I WAIT FOR THY DELIVERING PRESENCE, AND I FEEL FAINT BEFORE THEE BECAUSE OF MY SIN. FOR [THOU HAST] ENLARGED [THY MERCIES (?)], AND I HAVE MULTIPLIED GUILT. AND THUS...FROM ETERNAL JOY AND MY SOUL SHALL NOT SEE GOODNESS...HE HAS LIFTED ME UP ON HIGH ABOVE A NATION...AND I DID NOT REMEMBER THEE IN THY PLACE OF HOLINESS; I DID NOT SERVE [THEE]... FR. 45: ...I WILL MAKE UNDERSTAND...: I FEAR THEE AND WILL CLEANSE MYSELF OF ABOMINATIONS KNOWN TO ME. I GIVE MY SOUL TO BE HUMBLED BEFORE THEE. THEY HAVE MULTIPLIED SIN AND THEY PLOT AGAINST ME TO IMPRISON ME. BUT I HAVE TRUSTED THEE...AND DO NOT JUDGE ME, MY GOD, ...THOSE WHO CONSPIRE AGAINST ME LET LOOSE THEIR LYING TONGUE... FR. 46: ...FOOLS...THY PRECEPTS AND THY SPLENDOUR AND THY BEAUTY...AND LIKE CLOUDS THEY SPREAD OVER THE FACE OF THE EARTH. THEY WILL BE SCATTERED GREATLY UNTIL...MAN WILL NOT BE STRONG AND WILL NOT RISE... [AND] THOU HAST TESTED ALL. AND THE ELECT, LIKE OFFERINGS, THOU, WILT PURIFY BEFORE THEE, BUT THE HATED ONES THOU WILT REJECT LIKE IMPURITY. AND A STORMY WIND...THEIR PRACTICE. AND THOSE WHO FEAR THEE SHALL BE BEFORE THEE ALWAYS. (THEIR) HORNS ARE HORNS MADE OF IRON TO GORE MANY, AND THEY WILL GORE...AND THOU WILT MAKE THEIR HOOFS OF BRONZE BUT SINNERS LIKE DUNG SHALL BE TRAMPLED UPON THE GROUND... FR. 69: ...WHEN HE SAW THAT THE PEOPLES OF THE LAND BEHAVED ABOMINABLY, ...ALL THE LAND (TURNED) WHOLLY INTO IMPURE UNCLEANNESS, AND FROM THE BEGINNING MARVELLOUSLY...HE CONSULTED HIS HEART TO DESTROY THEM FROM IT (THE LAND) AND MAKE ON IT, A [HOLY (?)] PEOPLE...IN YOU AND HE GAVE YOU THROUGH HIS SPIRIT PROPHETS TO INSTRUCT AND TEACH YOU...YOUR [GOD (?)] DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN AND SPOKE TO YOU TO INSTRUCT YOU AND BRING YOU BACK FROM THE WORKS OF THE INHABITANTS [OF THE LAND]...PRECEPTS, LAWS AND COMMANDMENTS HE ESTABLISHED THROUGH A COVENANT BY THE HAND [OF MOSES]...DWELT (?) ON THE LAND. THEN IT WILL BE CLEANSED AND...TO CONSIDER YOU WHETHER YOU WILL BE HIS. AND IF [NOT,] ...AND TO BREACH THE COVENANT WHICH HE MADE WITH YOU AND TO BECOME A STRANGER AND NOT...OVER WICKEDNESS AND TO CHANGE THE WORDS OF HIS MOUTH... FRS. 76-77: ...THE CONGREGATION OF THE HOLY OF HOLIES AND THE LOT OF THE KING OF KINGS...MY WORDS AND THEY WILL CONSIDER THE WISDOM WHICH IS ISSUED FROM MY MOUTH...AND A TRUE JUDGE AND FAITHFUL WITNESS. IS THERE STRENGTH IN YOU TO ANSWER HIM...TO HEAR...WHO AMONG YOU WILL ANSWER AND STAND UP AGAINST HIS REBUKE? ...FOR YOU HAVE MANY JUDGES AND COUNTLESS (HOSTILE) WITNESSES. BUT...THE LORD WILL SIT IN JUDGEMENT AGAINST YOU, JUDGING TRULY AND WITHOUT INJUSTICE...HIS SPIRITS TO PRONOUNCE ON YOU TRUE JUDGEMENTS. IS THERE UNDERSTANDING FOR YOU TO LEARN...? ...LORD OF LORDS, MIGHTY AND MARVELLOUS AND NONE IS LIKE HIM. HE HAS CHOSEN YOU INSTEAD OF POWERFUL [PEOPLES] AND GREAT NATIONS TO BE HIS PEOPLE TO RULE OVER ALL...HEAVEN AND EARTH AND AS THE HIGHEST ABOVE ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH...
LAMENTATIONS (4Q]179,4Q501)
SEVERAL FRAGMENTS OF A POEM INSPIRED BY THE BIBLICAL BOOK OF LAMENTATIONS HAVE BEEN PRESERVED IN CAVE 4 (4Q179). ONLY FRAGMENT 2 OFFERS A TEXT LONG ENOUGH FOR INTELLIGIBLE TRANSLATION. THRE IS A SECOND WORK OF A SIMILAR NATURE (4Q501) BOTH TEXTS ARE DATED TO THE SECOND HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. 4Q179, FR. 2.
[HOW] SOLITARY [LIES] THE CITY, THE PRINCESS OF ALL THE PEOPLES IS DESOLATE LIKE A FORSAKEN WOMAN; AND ALL HER [DAUGHTERS ARE FORSAK[EN] [LIKE] A FORSAKEN WOMAN, LIKE A WOMAN HURT AND FORSAKEN BY HER [HUSBAND]. ALL HER PALACES AND [HER] WALLS ARE LIKE A BARREN WOMAN; AND LIKE A SHELTERED WOMAN ARE ALL [HER] PATHS; [ALL HER] ...LIKE A WOMAN OF BITTERNESS, AND ALL HER DAUGHTERS ARE LIKE WOMEN MOURNING FOR [THEIR] HUSBANDS; [ALL HER] ...LIKE WOMEN DEPRIVED OF THEIR ONLY CHILDREN. WEEP, WEEP, JERUSALEM [HER TEARS FLOW] UPON HER CHEEKS BECAUSE OF HER SONS...4Q501 GIVE NOT OUR INHERITANCE TO STRANGERS, NOR OUR (HARD-EARNED) PROPERTY TO FOREIGNERS. REMEMBER THAT WE ARE [THE FORSAKEN] OF THY PEOPLE AND THE FORSAKEN OF THINE INHERITANCE. REMEMBER THE DESOLATE CHILDREN OF THY COVENANT...THY FREELY DEVOTED...THEY ERR WITH NO ONE TO BRING THEM BACK; THEY ARE BROKEN WITH NONE TO BIND THEM; THEY ARE BENT DOWN WITH NONE TO RAISE THEM UP. THE DAMNED OF THY PEOPLE HAVE SURROUNDED ME WITH THEIR LYING TONGUES. THEY HAVE BEEN TURNED...AND THY BOUGHS TO THE PROGENY OF A WOMAN. LOOK AND SEE THE SHAME OF THE SONS OF [THY PEOPLE (?), FOR] OUR SKIN [IS BURNING] AND FEVERISH HEAT HAS SEIZED US BECAUSE OF THEIR REVILING TONGUE.
SONGS FOR THE HOLOCAUST OF THE SABBATH (4Q400—407, 11Q17, MASADA 1039-200)
FRAGMENTS OF A DOCUMENT CONCERNED WITH HEAVENLY WORSHIP WERE FIRST PUBLISHED UNDER THE TITLE ‘THE ANGELIC LITURGY’, CONGRESS VOLUME OXFORD, SUPPLEMENTS TO VETUS TESTAMENTUM, VII (LEIDEN, 1960), 318-45. THE FULL MATERIAL, VIZ. EIGHT VERY DAMAGED MANUSCRIPTS FROM CAVE 4 (4Q400-407), SMALL FRAGMENTS FROM CAVE 11 (11Q17) AND A LARGE FRAGMENT FROM MASADA (1039-200), WAS SUBSEQUENTLY EDITED. FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF PALAEOGRAPHY ALL THE MANUSCRIPTS ARE DATED TO THE FIRST CENTURY BCE, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE MASADA FRAGMENT, WHICH BELONGS TO THE FIRST HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY CE. THE SONGS CONTAIN ANGELIC PRAISES OF GOD ASSIGNED TO THE FIRST THIRTEEN SABBATHS, I.E. THE FIRST QUARTER OF THE SOLAR YEAR. THEY IMPLY THE SIMULTANEITY OF HEAVENLY AND EARTHLY WORSHIP. ALTHOUGH OFTEN OBSCURE, THE POEMS DEPICT THE CELESTIAL SANCTUARY, THE THRONE-CHARIOT, AND THE VARIOUS GROUPS PARTICIPATING IN THE ANGELIC LITURGY; THEY ALSO INCLUDE THE WORDS OF THE BENEDICTIONS SUNG BY THE SEVEN ARCHANGELS. THE MAIN SOURCE OF INSPIRATION IS THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL, ESPECIALLY CHAPTERS I AND X IN CONNECTION WITH THE THRONE-CHARIOT AND XL-XLVIII FOR THE HEAVENLY SANCTUARY. THE SONGS INCLUDE NOTHING THAT CAN BE DATED. ON THE BASIS OF THE SCRIPT AND ON GENERAL GROUNDS THE COMPOSITION IS SAID TO BELONG TO THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. THE MERKABAH, OR DIVINE THRONE-CHARIOT, WAS A CENTRAL SUBJECT IN ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL JEWISH ESOTERICISM AND MYSTICISM. HENCE THIS EARLY POST-BIBLICAL MANIFESTATION OF THE SPECULATION IS OF CONSIDERABLE HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE FOR THE STUDY OF THE SO-CALLED MERKABAHMYSTICISM AND OF THE HEKHALOTH (‘HEAVENLY PALACES’) LITERATURE. IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT THE MISHNAH PROHIBITS THE USE OF EZEKIEL’S PASSAGE ABOUT THE CHARIOT AS A PROPHETIC READING IN SYNAGOGUE (MEGILLAH IV, 10) OR EVEN ITS DISCUSSION IN PRIVATE, UNLESS WITH A SAGE ALREADY FAMILIAR WITH THE SUBJECT (HAGIGAH 11, 1). THE PRESENCE OF THIS QUMRAN DOCUMENT IN THE FORTRESS OF MASADA IS BEST EXPLAINED BY ASSUMING EITHER THAT A NUMBER OF ESSENES JOINED THE REVOLUTIONARIES AND TOOK WITH THEM SOME OF THEIR MANUSCRIPTS, OR THAT THE REBELS OCCUPIED THE QUMRAN AREA AFTER ITS EVACUATION BY THE COMMUNITY AND LATER TRANSFERRED SOME ESSENE MANUSCRIPTS TO THEIR FINAL PLACE OF RESISTANCE.
HEAVENLY PALACES 4Q400 FR. I I
[TO THE MASTER. SONG OF THE HOLOCAUST OF THE] FIRST SABBATH, ON THE FOURTH OF THE FIRST MONTH. PRAISE THE GOD OF THE ‘GODS’ (= ELOHIM) OF SUPREME HOLINESS; IN [HIS] DIVINE [KINGSHIP, REJOICE. FOR HE HAS ESTABLISHED] SUPREME HOLINESS AMONG THE EVERLASTINGLY HOLY, THE HOLY OF HOLIES, TO BE FOR HIM THE PRIESTS OF [THE INNER TEMPLE IN HIS ROYAL SANCTUARY], MINISTERS OF THE PRESENCE IN HIS GLORIOUS INNERMOST TEMPLE CHAMBER. IN THE CONGREGATION OF ALL THE GODS (= ELIM) OF [KNOWLEDGE, AND IN THE CONGREGATION OF ALL THE ‘GODS’ OF] GOD, HE ENGRAVED HIS PRECEPTS FOR ALL THE SPIRITUAL WORKS, AND [HIS GLORIOUS] JUDGEMENTS [FOR ALL WHO LAY THE FOUNDATIONS OF] KNOWLEDGE, THE PEOPLE (ENDOWED WITH) HIS GLORIOUS UNDERSTANDING, THE ‘GODS’ WHO ARE CLOSE TO KNOWLEDGE...OF ETERNITY AND FROM THE FOUNTAIN OF HOLINESS TO THE SANCTUARY OF SUPREME [HOLINESS] ...PRIESTS OF THE INNER TEMPLE, MINISTERS OF THE PRESENCE OF THE [MOST] HOLY KING...HIS GLORY. THEY SHALL GROW IN STRENGTH DECREE BY DECREE TO BE SEVEN ETERNAL COUNCILS. FOR HE FOUNDED THEM [FOR] HIMSELF AS THE MOST HOLY, WHO MINISTER IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES...DO NOT ENDURE THOSE WHO PERVERT THE WAY. THERE IS NOTHING IMPURE IN THEIR SANCTUARIES. HE ENGRAVED FOR THEM PRECEPTS RELATING TO HOLY GIFTS; BY THEM, ALL THE EVERLASTINGLY HOLY SHALL SANCTIFY THEMSELVES. HE SHALL PURIFY THE [LUMINOUSLY] PURE TO REPAY ALL THOSE WHO RENDER THEIR WAY CROOKED; THEIR EXPIATIONS SHALL OBTAIN HIS GOODWILL FOR ALL THOSE WHO REPENT FROM SIN...KNOWLEDGE AMONG THE PRIESTS OF THE INNER TEMPLE, AND FROM THEIR MOUTH (PROCEED) THE TEACHINGS OF THE HOLY WITH THE JUDGEMENTS OF [HIS GLORY] ...HIS GRACES FOR EVERLASTING MERCIFUL FORGIVENESS. IN HIS ZEALOUS VENGEANCE...HE HAS ESTABLISHED FOR HIMSELF AS PRIESTS OF THE INNER TEMPLE, THE MOST HOLY...OF GODS, THE PRIESTS OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST HEIGHTS WHO ARE NEAR [TO] ...
HEAVENLY PALACES 4Q4002 (4Q401, FR. 14, 7-8)
...WONDERFULLY TO EXTOL THY GLORY AMONG THE DIVINE BEINGS OF KNOWLEDGE, AND THE PRAISES OF THY KINGSHIP AMONG THE MOST HOLY. MORE WONDERFULLY THAN ‘GODS’ AND MEN THEY ARE GLORIFIED AMID ALL THE CAMPS OF THE ‘GODS’ AND FEARED BY COMPANIES OF MEN. THEY RECOUNT HIS ROYAL MAJESTY ACCORDING TO THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND EXALT [HIS GLORY IN ALL] HIS ROYAL HEAVENS. IN ALL THE HIGHEST HEIGHTS [THEY SHALL SING] MARVELLOUS PSALMS ACCORDING TO ALL [THEIR UNDERSTANDING, AND THE GLORIOUS SPLENDOUR] OF THE KING OF THE ‘GODS’ THEY SHALL RECOUNT ON THEIR STATIONS...FOR WHAT SHALL WE BE COUNTED AMONG THEM? FOR WHAT SHALL OUR PRIESTHOOD BE COUNTED IN THEIR DWELLINGS? [HOW SHALL OUR] HOLINESS, COMPARE WITH THEIR SUPREME HOLINESS? HOW DOES THE OFFERING OF OUR TONGUE OF DUST COMPARE WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE DIVINE [BEINGS] ...OUR JUBILATION, LET US EXTOL THE GOD OF KNOWLEDGE...HOLY OF HOLIES AND HIS UNDERSTANDING IS ABOVE ALL THOSE WHO POSSESS KNOWLEDGE? 
HEAVENLY PALACES 4Q402, FR. 4, 9-10
[GREATLY MUTILATED] ... ‘GODS’ RUN TO HIS VISITATION AND THE VOICE OF A CROWD...OF ‘GODS’ IN THE WAR OF HEAVEN. AND IT WILL BE...
4Q402 4, 11-15 = MASADA FRAGMENT 1, 1-7
...WONDERFUL NEW WORKS. ALL THESE HE HAS DONE WONDERFULLY WITH ALL THE ETERNALLY HIDDEN THINGS...ALL THE WORDS OF KNOWLEDGE; FOR FROM THE GOD OF KNOWLEDGE (COMES) ALL THAT EXISTS FOR EVER, [AND FROM] HIS PLANS (COME) ALL THE ETERNALLY APPOINTED. HE PRODUCES THE FORMER THINGS IN THEIR APPOINTED TIMES, AND THE LATTER THINGS IN THEIR SEASONS. NONE AMONG THOSE WHO KNOW THE [WONDERFULLY] REVEALED THINGS CAN COMPREHEND THEM BEFORE HE MAKES THEM. WHEN HE MAKES THEM, NONE OF THE DOERS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS CAN UNDERSTAND HIS PLAN, FOR THEY ARE HIS GLORIOUS WORKS. BEFORE THEY COME INTO BEING, (THEY DERIVE) [FROM] HIS PLAN. FOR THE MASTER. SONG OF THE HOLOCAUST OF THE SIXTH SABBATH ON THE NINTH OF THE [SECOND] MONTH. PRAISE THE GOD OF GODS, YOU INHABITANTS OF THE HIGHEST HEIGHTS...HOLY OF HOLIES AND EXALT HIS GLORY...KNOWLEDGE OF THE EVERLASTING GODS...
4Q403 1, I, 1-29 (4Q404-5) = MASADA FRAGMENT 1039-200
[PSALM OF EXALTATION (UTTERED) BY THE TONGUE] OF THE THIRD OF THE SOVEREIGN PRINCES, AN EXALTATION...HE SHALL EXALT THE GOD OF THE ANGELS ON HIGH SEVEN TIMES WITH SEVEN WONDERFUL EXALTATIONS. PSALM OF PRAISE (UTTERED) BY THE TONGUE OF THE FOURTH TO THE MIGHTY ONE ABOVE ALL THE [GODS], SEVEN WONDERFUL MIGHTY DEEDS. HE SHALL PRAISE THE GOD OF MIGHTY DEEDS SEVEN TIMES WITH SEVEN WORDS OF [MARVELLOUS] PRAISAE. PSALM OF THANKSGIVING (UTTERED) BY THE TONGUE OF THE FIFTH TO THE KING OF GLORY WITH ITS SEVEN WONDERFUL THANKSGIVINGS. HE SHALL THANK THE GOD OF GLORY SEVEN TIMES WITH SEVEN WORDS OF WONDERFUL THANKSGIVINGS. [PSALM OF] EXULTATION (UTTERED) BY THE TONGUE OF THE SIXTH TO [THE] GOD OF GOODNESS WITH ITS SEVEN [WONDERFUL] EXULTATIONS. HE SHALL EXULT BEFORE THE KING OF GOODNESS SEVEN TIMES WITH SEVEN WORDS OF WONDERFUL EXULTATION. PSALM OF SINGING (UTTERED) BY THE TONGUE OF THE SEVENTH OF THE [SOVEREIGN] PRINCES, A POWERFUL SONG TO THE GOD OF HOLINESS WITH ITS SEVEN MARVELLOUS [SONGS]. HE SHALL SING [TO] THE KING OF HOLINESS SEVEN TIMES WITH SEVEN WORDS OF [WONDERFUL] SONGS; SEVEN PSALMS (SINGING) HIS BLESSINGS; SEVEN PSALMS OF MAGNIFICATION OF [HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS; SEVEN PSALMS] OF EXALTATION OF [HIS] KINGSHIP; SEVEN PSALMS OF PRAISES OF HIS GLORY; SEVEN PSALMS OF THANKSGIVINGS FOR HIS MARVELLOUS DEEDS; SEVEN PSALMS OF EXULTATION OF HIS POWER; SEVEN PSALMS SINGING HIS HOLINESS... [SEVEN TIMES WITH SEVEN WONDERFUL WORDS, WORDS OF EXALTATION OF THE SOVEREIGN PRINCES.] IN THE GLORIOUS NAME OF GOD, [THE FIRST OF] THE SOVEREIGN PRINCES SHALL BLESS ALL THE...WITH SEVEN WONDERFUL WORDS BLESSING ALL] THEIR [COUNCILS] IN [HIS HOLY] SANCTUARY WITH SEVEN WONDERFUL WORDS, AND HE SHALL BLESS THOSE WHO KNOW THE EVERLASTING THINGS. [IN THE NAME OF] HIS TRUTH, [THE SECOND OF THE SOVEREIGN PRINCES SHALL BLESS] ALL [THEIR] STATIONS WITH SEVEN WONDERFUL WORDS AND HE SHALL BLESS WITH SEVEN [WONDERFUL] WORDS. [HE SHALL BLESS ALL THOSE WHO EXALT THE] KING WITH SEVEN GLORIOUS WORDS OF HIS MARVELS, [ALL THE] ETERNALLY PURE. [IN THE NAME OF] HIS EXALTED KINGSHIP, THE THIRD OF THE SOVEREIGN PRINCES SHALL BLESS ALL WHO ARE LIFTED UP IN KNOWLEDGE WITH SEVEN WORDS OF EXAL[TA]TION...OF HIS TRUE KNOWLEDGE, HE SHALL BLESS WITH SEVEN MARVELLOUS WORDS; AND HE SHALL BLESS ALL [WHO ARE DESTINED] FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS [WITH SEVEN] WONDERFUL WORDS. IN THE NAME OF THE KING’S MAJESTY, [THE FOURTH] OF THE [SOVEREIGN] PRINCES SHALL BLESS WITH SEVEN [MAJESTIC] WORDS [ALL WHO] WALK UPRIGHTLY. HE SHALL BLESS ALL THE GODS [CLOSE TO] TRUE KNOWLEDGE WITH SEVEN RIGHTEOUS WORDS (FOR GAINING) HIS GLORIOUS FAVOURS. IN THE NAME OF [THE MAJESTY] OF HIS MARVELLOUS DEEDS, THE FIFTH [SOVEREIGN] PRINCE SHALL BLESS WITH SEVEN [WORDS] OF HIS EXALTED TRUTH [ALL WHO] ...PURITY. [HE SHALL BLESS] ALL WHO EAGERLY DO HIS WILL WITH SEVEN [MARVELLOUS WORDS. AND HE SHALL BLESS] ALL WHO CONFESS HIM WITH SEVEN MAJESTIC WORDS THAT THEY MAY THANK [HIM FOR EVER]. IN THE NAME OF [THE MIGHTY DEEDS OF] THE GODS THE SIXTH SOVEREIGN PRINCE SHALL BLESS WITH SEVEN WORDS OF HIS MARVELLOUS MIGHTY DEEDS ALL WHO ARE MIGHTY IN WISDOM. HE SHALL BLESS ALL THE PERFECT OF WAY WITH SEVEN MARVELLOUS WORDS TO BE IN ATTENDANCE FOREVER. HE SHALL BLESS ALL WHO WAIT FOR HIM WITH SEVEN MARVELLOUS WORDS THAT THEY MAY OBTAIN THE RETURN OF HIS [GRACIOUS] FAVOURS. IN THE NAME OF HIS HOLINESS, THE SEVENTH OF THE SOVEREIGN PRINCES SHALL BLESS WITH SEVEN WORDS OF HIS MARVELLOUS HOLINESS ALL THE HOLY FOUNDERS OF KNOWLEDGE. HE SHALL BLESS ALL WHO EXALT HIS STATUTES WITH SEVEN MARVELLOUS WORDS (WHICH SHALL BE FOR THEM) STOUT SHIELDS. HE SHALL BLESS ALL [WHO ARE DESTINED FOR] RIGHTEOUSNESS [AND ALWAYS] FOREVER PRAISE HIS GLORIOUS KINGSHIP WITH SEVEN [MARVELLOUS WORDS] FOR EVERLASTING PEACE. IN THE NAME OF HIS HOLINESS ALL THE [SOVEREIGN] PRINCES [SHALL BLESS TOGETHER] THE GOD OF THE DIVINE BEINGS [IN] ALL THEIR SEVENFOLD TESTIMONIES. THEY SHALL BLESS THOSE DESTINED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS AND ALL THE BLESSED...THE ETERNALLY BLESSED FOR THEM. BLESSED BE [THE] LORD, THE KING OF ALL, WHO IS ABOVE ALL BLESSING AND PRAISE. HE SHALL BLESS ALL THE HOLY WHO BLESS HIM AND PROCLAIM HIM RIGHTEOUS IN THE NAME OF HIS GLORY. AND HE SHALL BLESS ALL WHO ARE BLESSED FOR EVER.
HOLINESS 4Q403 I, I, 30-46 (4Q405)
FOR THE MASTER. SONG OF THE HOLOCAUST OF THE SEVENTH SABBATH ON THE SIXTEENTH OF THE MONTH. PRAISE THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], O YOU HIGH AMONG ALL THE GODS OF KNOWLEDGE. LET THE HOLY ONES OF THE ‘GODS’ SANCTIFY THE KING OF GLORY, WHO SANCTIFIES BY HIS HOLINESS ALL HIS HOLY ONES. O PRINCES OF THE PRAISES OF ALL THE ‘GODS’, PRAISE THE GOD OF MAJESTIC PRAISES, FOR IN THE SPLENDOUR OF PRAISES IS THE GLORY OF HIS KINGSHIP. IN IT ARE (CONTAINED) THE PRAISES OF ALL THE ‘GODS’ TOGETHER WITH THE SPLENDOUR OF ALL [HIS] KINGSHIP. EXALT HIS EXALTATION ON HIGH, O ‘GODS’, ABOVE THE GODS ON HIGH, AND HIS GLORIOUS DIVINITY ABOVE ALL THE [MOST] HIGHEST HEIGHTS. FOR HE [IS THE GOD OF GODS], OF ALL THE PRINCES ON HIGH, AND THE KING OF KINGS OF ALL THE ETERNAL COUNCILS. BY A DISCERNING GOODWILL (EXPRESSED BY) THE WORDS OF HIS MOUTH ALL THE GODS ON HIGH COME INTO BEING, AT THE OPENING OF HIS LIPS, ALL THE ETERNAL SPIRITS, BY HIS DISCERNING GOODWILL, ALL HIS CREATURES IN THEIR UNDERTAKINGS. EXULT, O YOU WHO EXULT [IN HIS KNOWLEDGE, WITH] AN EXULTATION AMONG THE WONDERFUL ‘GODS’; UTTER HIS GLORY WITH THE TONGUE OF ALL WHO UTTER KNOWLEDGE; MAY HIS WONDERFUL EXULTATION BE IN THE MOUTH OF ALL WHO UTTER [HIS KNOWLEDGE]. [FOR HE] IS THE GOD OF ALL WHO EXULT IN EVERLASTING KNOWLEDGE, AND THE JUDGE THROUGH HIS MIGHT OF ALL THE SPIRITS OF UNDERSTANDING. CELEBRATE O ALL CELEBRATING GODS, THE KING OF MAJESTY, FOR ALL THE GODS OF KNOWLEDGE CELEBRATE HIS GLORY, AND ALL THE SPIRITS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS CELEBRATE HIS TRUTH, AND SEEK ACCEPTANCE OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE BY THE JUDGEMENTS OF HIS MOUTH, AND OF THEIR CELEBRATIONS WHEN HIS MIGHTY HAND EXECUTES (?) JUDGEMENTS OF REWARD. SING TO THE GOD OF POWER WITH AN OFFERING OF THE PRINCELY SPIRIT, A SONG OF DIVINE JOY, AND A JUBILATION AMONG ALL THE HOLY, A WONDERFUL SONG FOR ETERNAL REJOICING. WITH THESE ALL THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE HOLY OF HOLIES SHALL PRAISE, THE PILLARS BEARING THE [MOST] HIGHEST ABODE, AND ALL THE CORNERS OF ITS STRUCTURE. SING TO THE GOD WHO IS AWESOME IN STRENGTH...TO EXTOL TOGETHER THE SPLENDID FIRMAMENT, THE SUPREME PURITY OF [HIS] HOLY SANCTUARY. [PRAISE] HIM, O DIVINE SPIRITS, PRAISING FOREVER AND] EVER THE FIRMAMENT OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST HEAVENS, ALL...AND ITS WALLS, ALL ITS STRUCTURE, ITS SHAPE. THE SPIRITS OF THE HOLY OF HOLIES, THE LIVING ‘GODS’, THE SPIRITS OF ETERNAL HOLINESS ABOVE ALL THE HOLY ONES...MARVELLOUS MARVEL, MAJESTY AND BEAUTY AND MARVEL. GLORY IS IN THE PERFECT LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE...IN ALL THE MARVELLOUS SANCTUARIES. THE DIVINE SPIRITS SURROUND THE DWELLING OF THE KING OF TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS; ALL ITS WALLS...
HOLINESS 4Q403 I, II, 6-29
...AND FROM AMONG THEM RUN ‘GODS’ WITH THE APPEARANCE OF COALS OF [FIRE] ...WALKING ROUND ABOUT, MOST HOLY SPIRITS...HOLY OF HOLIES, DIVINE SPIRITS, EVERLASTING APPEARANCES...AND DIVINE SPIRITS, FORMS OF FLAMING FIRE ROUND ABOUT IT ...WONDERFUL SPIRITS. AND THE CHIEF DWELLING ON HIGH, THE GLORY OF HIS KINGDOM, THE INNERMOST SANCTUARY...AND HE CONSECRATES THE SEVEN ELEVATED HOLY PLACES. AND A VOICE OF BLESSING (COMES) FROM THE CHIEFS OF HIS INNERMOST SANCTUARY...AND A GLORIOUS VOICE OF BLESSING...IS HEARD BY GOD (THE ‘GODS’) AND THE FOUNDATIONS...OF BLESSING. AND ALL THE ORNAMENTS OF THE INNERMOST SANCTUARY BURST INTO WONDERFUL PRAYERS IN THE INNERMOST SANCTUARY...OF WONDER, ONE INNERMOST SANCTUARY TO ANOTHER, BY THE VOICE OF HOLY CROWDS, AND ALL THEIR ORNAMENTS...AND THE CHARIOTS OF HIS INNERMOST SANCTUARY WILL UTTER PRAISES TOGETHER AND THEIR CHERUBIM AND WHEELS WILL BLESS WONDERFULLY THE CHIEFS OF THE ‘GODLY’ FIGURE AND WILL BLESS HIM IN THE HOLY INNERMOST SANCTUARY. VACAT FOR THE MASTER. SONG OF THE HOLOCAUST FOR THE EIGHTH SABBATH ON THE TWENTY-THIRD [OF THE SECOND MONTH]. PRAISE THE GOD OF ALL THE [MOST] HIGHEST HEIGHTS, ALL THE HOLY ONES FOREVER AND EVER, THEY WHO ARE SECOND AMONG THE PRIESTS OF THE INNER TEMPLE, THE SECOND COUNCIL IN THE WONDERFUL DWELLING, WITH SEVEN WORDS OF...ETERNALLY. EXTOL HIM, O SOVEREIGN PRINCES, IN HIS MARVELLOUS PORTION, PRAISE THE GOD OF GODS, O YOU SEVEN PRIESTHOODS OF HIS INNER TEMPLE...HEIGHT, THE SEVEN WONDERFUL DOMAINS BY THE PRECEPT CONCERNING HIS SANCTUARIES. THE SOVEREIGN PRINCES OF THE [WONDERFUL] PRIESTHOOD...THE SEVEN PRIESTHOODS IN THE WONDERFUL SANCTUARY FOR SEVEN COUNCILS OF HOLINESS...THE PRINCE, THE ANGELS OF THE KING IN THE WONDERFUL DWELLINGS. THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR UNDERSTANDING IS FOR SEVEN...PRINCE FROM THE PRIEST OF THE INNER TEMPLE. THE PRINCES OF THE CONGREGATION OF THE KING IN THE ASSEMBLY OF...AND PRAISES OF EXALTATION TO THE KING OF GLORY AND A TOWER OF...FOR THE GOD OF GODS, THE KING OF PURITY. THE OFFERING OF THEIR TONGUES...THE SEVEN MYSTERIES OF KNOWLEDGE IN THE WONDERFUL MYSTERY OF THE SEVEN DOMAINS [OF] THE HOLY OF HOLIES...THE TONGUE OF THE FIRST SHALL BE SEVEN TIMES STRONGER THAN THE TONGUE OF THE SECOND; THE TONGUE OF THE SECOND SHALL BE SEVEN TIMES [STRONGER] THAN THAT OF THE THIRD; THE TONGUE OF THE THIRD SHALL BE SEVEN TIMES STRONGER [THAN THAT OF THE FOURTH; THE TONGUE OF THE FOURTH SHALL BE SEVEN TIMES STRONGER THAN THE TONGUE OF THE FIFTH; THE TONGUE OF THE FIFTH SHALL BE SEVEN TIMES STRONGER THAN THE TONGUE OF] THE SIXTH; THE TONGUE OF THE SIXTH SHALL BE SEVEN TIMES STRONGER THAN THE TONGUE OF THE SEVENTH]; THE TONGUE OF THE SEVENTH SHALL BE [SEVEN TIMES] STRONGER [THAN THE TONGUE OF THE EIGHTH] ...
HOLINESS 4Q405 14-15, I
...TONGUE OF BLESSING FROM THE LIKENESS [OF THE GODS] ISSUES A VOICE OF BLESSING FOR THE KING OF THOSE WHO EXALT, AND THEIR WONDERFUL PRAISE IS FOR THE GOD OF GODS...THEIR MANY-COLOURED...AND THEY SING...THE VESTIBULES BY WHICH THEY ENTER, THE SPIRITS OF THE MOST HOLY INNER TEMPLE...AND THE LIKENESS OF THE LIVING ‘GODS’ IS ENGRAVED ON THE VESTIBULES BY WHICH THE KING ENTERS, LUMINOUS SPIRITUAL FIGURES...KING, FIGURES OF A GLORIOUS LIGHT, WONDERFUL SPIRITS; AMONG THE SPIRITS OF SPLENDOUR THERE ARE WORKS OF (ART OF) MARVELLOUS COLOURS, FIGURES OF THE LIVING ‘GODS’ ... [IN THE] GLORIOUS INNERMOST TEMPLE CHAMBERS, THE STRUCTURE OF THE MOST HOLY SANCTUARY IN THE INNERMOST CHAMBERS OF THE KING, DESIGNS OF ‘GODS’ ...LIKENESS OF...MOST HOLY ...THE TEMPLE CHAMBERS OF THE KING...FIGURES OF THE ‘GODS’ AND FROM THE LIKENESS...OF THE HOLY OF HOLIES...
LIVING GODS 4Q405 19 ABCD (IIQ17 VII, 5-6)
THE FIGURES OF THE ‘GODS’ SHALL PRAISE HIM, THE MOST] HOLY SPIRITS...OF GLORY; THE FLOOR OF THE MARVELLOUS INNERMOST CHAMBERS, THE SPIRITS OF THE ETERNAL GODS, ALL...FIGURES OF THE INNERMOST CHAMBER OF THE KING, THE SPIRITUAL WORKS OF THE MARVELLOUS FIRMAMENT ARE PURIFIED WITH SALT, SPIRITS OF KNOWLEDGE, TRUTH [AND] RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE HOLY OF HOLLIES, FORMS OF THE LIVING ‘GODS’, FORMS OF THE ILLUMINATING SPIRITS. ALL THEIR [WORKS (OF ART)] ARE MARVELLOUSLY LINKED, MANY-COLOURED SPIRITS, ARTISTIC FIGURES OF THE ‘GODS’, ENGRAVED ALL AROUND THEIR GLORIOUS BRICKS, GLORIOUS FIGURES ON BRICKS OF SPLENDOUR AND MAJESTY. ALL THEIR WORKS (OF ART) ARE LIVING ‘GODS’, AND THEIR ARTISTIC FIGURES ARE HOLY ANGELS. FROM BENEATH THE MARVELLOUS INNERMOST CHAMBERS COMES A SOUND OF QUIET SILENCE: THE ‘GODS’ BLESS...THE KING...
GLORIOUS THRONE CHARIOT 4Q405 20 II, 21—2
...HIS GLORIOUS CHARIOTS. WHEN THEY GO...THEY DO NOT TURN ASIDE...BUT ADVANCE STRAIGHT...FOR THE MASTER. SONG OF THE HOLOCAUST OF THE TWELFTH SABBATH ON THE TWENTY-FIRST OF THE THIRD MONTH. PRAISE THE GOD OF...WONDER, AND EXALT HIM...OF GLORY IN THE TENT OF THE GOD OF KNOWLEDGE. THE CHERUBIM PROSTRATE THEMSELVES BEFORE HIM AND BLESS. AS THEY RISE, A WHISPERED DIVINE VOICE [IS HEARD], AND THERE IS A ROAR OF PRAISE. WHEN THEY DROP THEIR WINGS, THERE IS A WHISPERED DIVINE VOICE. THE CHERUBIM BLESS THE IMAGE OF THE THRONECHARIOT ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT, [AND] THEY PRAISE THE MAJESTY OF THE LUMINOUS FIRMAMENT BENEATH HIS SEAT OF GLORY. WHEN THE WHEELS ADVANCE, ANGELS OF HOLINESS COME AND GO. FROM BETWEEN HIS GLORIOUS WHEELS, THERE IS AS IT WERE A FIERY VISION OF MOST HOLY SPIRITS. ABOUT THEM, THE APPEARANCE OF RIVULETS OF FIRE IN THE LIKENESS OF GLEAMING BRASS [PLATINUM], AND A WORK OF...RADIANCE IN MANY-COLOURED GLORY, MARVELLOUS PIGMENTS, CLEARLY MINGLED. THE SPIRITS OF THE LIVING ‘GODS’ MOVE PERPETUALLY WITH THE GLORY OF THE MARVELLOUS CHARIOTS. THE WHISPERED VOICE OF BLESSING ACCOMPANIES THE ROAR OF THEIR ADVANCE, AND THEY PRAISE THE HOLY ONE ON THEIR WAY OF RETURN. WHEN THEY ASCEND, THEY ASCEND MARVELLOUSLY AND WHEN THEY SETTLE, THEY STAND STILL. THE SOUND OF JOYFUL PRAISE IS SILENCED AND THERE IS A WHISPERED BLESSING OF THE ‘GODS’ IN ALL THE CAMPS OF GOD. AND THE SOUND OF PRAISE...FROM AMONG ALL THEIR DIVISIONS...AND ALL THEIR NUMBERED ONES, PRAISE, EACH IN HIS TURN.
WORSHIP OF THE LORD 4Q405 23 I
...HIS WHOLE-OFFERING. THE ‘GODS’ PRAISE HIM [WHEN THEY TAKE] UP THEIR STATION, AND ALL THE SPIRITS OF THE CLEAR FIRMAMENT REJOICE IN HIS GLORY. A SOUND OF BLESSING (IS HEARD) FROM ALL HIS DIVISIONS SPEAKING OF THE FIRMAMENTS OF HIS GLORY, AND HIS GATES PRAISE WITH A RESOUNDING VOICE. WHEN THE GODS OF KNOWLEDGE ENTER BY THE DOORS OF GLORY, AND WHEN THE HOLY ANGELS DEPART TOWARDS THEIR REALM, THE ENTRANCE DOORS AND THE GATES OF EXIT PROCLAIM THE GLORY OF THE KING, BLESSING AND PRAISING ALL THE SPIRITS OF GOD WHEN THEY DEPART AND ENTER BY THE GATES. NONE AMONG THEM SKIPS OVER A PRECEPT, NOR DO THEY...AGAINST THE SAYING OF THE KING...THEY RUN NOT AWAY FROM THE PATH, NOR SLIP AWAY FROM HIS DOMAIN. THEY ARE NEITHER TOO HIGH FOR HIS COMMISSION NOR TOO LOWLY. FOR HE SHALL BE COMPASSIONATE IN THE REALM OF HIS FURIOUS, DESTROYING ANGER; HE WILL NOT JUDGE IN THE PROVINCES OF HIS GLORIOUS WRATH. THE FEAR OF THE KING OF ‘GODS’ IS AWE-INSPIRING TO ALL THE ‘GODS’, [AND THEY UNDERTAKE] ALL HIS COMMISSIONS BY VIRTUE OF HIS TRUE ORDER, AND THEY GO...
THE KING’S HOLY KINGDOM STATION 4Q405 23 II
...AT THEIR MARVELLOUS STATIONS ARE SPIRITS, MANY-COLOURED LIKE THE WORK OF A WEAVER, SPLENDID ENGRAVED FIGURES. IN THE MIDST OF A GLORIOUS APPEARANCE OF SCARLET, COLOURS OF THE MOST HOLY SPIRITUAL LIGHT, THEY HOLD TO THEIR HOLY STATION BEFORE THE KING, SPIRITS OF [PURE] COLOURS IN THE MIDST OF AN APPEARANCE OF WHITENESS. THE LIKENESS OF THE GLORIOUS SPIRIT IS LIKE A WORK (OF ART) OF SPARKLING FINE GOLD. ALL THEIR PATTERN IS CLEARLY MINGLED LIKE THE WORK (OF ART) OF A WEAVER. THESE ARE THE PRINCES OF THOSE MARVELLOUSLY CLOTHED FOR SERVICE, THE PRINCES OF THE KINGDOM, THE KINGDOM OF THE HOLY ONES OF THE KING OF HOLINESS IN ALL THE HEIGHTS OF THE SANCTUARIES OF HIS GLORIOUS KINGDOM. THE PRINCES IN CHARGE OF OFFERINGS HAVE TONGUES OF KNOWLEDGE, [AND] THEY BLESS THE GOD OF KNOWLEDGE AMONG ALL HIS GLORIOUS WORKS...
THE DIVINE ORACLE IIQ17 VIII
...THEIR MARVELLOUS MARVELS BY THE POWER OF THE GOD OF ETERNITY; AND THEY SHALL EXALT THE MIGHTY DEEDS OF THE GOD ...FROM THE FOUR FOUNDATIONS OF THE MARVELLOUS FIRMAMENT THEY SHALL PROCLAIM SOUNDLESSLY (?) A DIVINE ORACLE...WALL. THEY BLESS AND PRAISE THE GOD OF GODS...
POETIC FRAGMENTS ON JERUSALEM AND ‘KING’ JONATHAN (4Q448)
WRITTEN IN A VERY DIFFICULT SEMI-CURSIVE SCRIPT, THIS TEXT HAS BEEN BRILLIANTLY DECIPHERED. THE TOP PART OF THE FRAGMENT, OR COLUMN A, PRESERVING THE FIRST TWO OR THREE WORDS OF TEN LINES, IS AN UNKNOWN HALLELUIAH PSALM. HOWEVER, THE LAST THREE LINES HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AS BELONGING TO THE LAST VERSES OF PSALM 154, INCLUDED IN THE PSALMS SCROLL FROM 11Q, AND PARTLY RECONSTRUCTED FROM THE SYRIAC (IV, COL. XVIII, LINES 14-16), AND ENDING WITH AN ALLUSION TO GOD’S PRESENCE IN ZION-JERUSALEM (CF. P. 307). COLUMN B, WITH ITS NINE LINES, IS COMPLETE. IT OPENS WITH A REFERENCE TO THE ‘HOLY CITY’, ASSOCIATED WITH ‘KING’ JONATHAN, BUT THE MAIN THEME APPEARS TO BE A BLESSING OF GOD’S KINGDOM AND NAME ON BEHALF OF THE ENTIRE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. NOTE THAT COLUMN A ALSO ENDS WITH A MENTION OF ZION-JERUSALEM. COLUMN C, WITH THE SECOND HALF OF EACH OF ITS NINE LINES MISSING, ALSO MENTIONS ISRAEL, TOGETHER WITH GOD’S NAME AND KINGDOM, AS WELL AS WHAT SEEMS TO BE ‘THE DAY OF WAR’. THE EDITORS BELIEVE THAT THEY CAN READ ‘JONATHAN’ IN LINE 8, BUT THIS IS FAR FROM CERTAIN. 4Q448 IS A UNIQUE AND SIGNIFICANT QUMRAN TEXT OF HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE. THE EDITORS ASSUME THAT KING JONATHAN IS ALEXANDER JANNAEUS OR YANNAI, I.E. A HASMONAEAN RULER WHO, AS A GENERAL RULE, IS PRESUMED BY SCHOLARS TO HAVE BEEN HOSTILE TO THE QUMRAN COMMUNITY. THEY CONJECTURE, THEREFORE, THAT 4Q448 IS NOT A SECTARIAN COMPOSITION. I PREFER, BY CONTRAST, TO IDENTIFY ‘KING’ JONATHAN AS JONATHAN MACCABAEUS AT THE START OF HIS POLITICAL-MILITARY CAREER, WHEN HE WAS CELEBRATED AS THE LIBERATOR OF THE JEWS AND OF JERUSALEM, AND LINK THIS TEXT TO THE STATEMENT OF THE HABAKKUK COMMENTARY IN VIII, 8-9, CONCERNING THE GOOD BEHAVIOUR ‘WHEN HE FIRST AROSE’ OF THE RULER WHO WAS TO BECOME THE WICKED PRIEST. THE IDENTIFICATION OF ‘KING JONATHAN’ WITH JONATHAN MACCABAEUS PROPOSED BY ME IS SHARED ALSO BY E. PUECH. THE NAME ‘JONATHAN’ APPEARS WITHOUT CONTEXT ON A BADLY DAMAGED FRAGMENT DESIGNATED 4Q523; XXV, 7583. THE SCRIPT IS DATED TO 150-125 BCE, WHICH WOULD SUGGEST THAT THE PERSON IN QUESTION IS THE MACCABEE BROTHER RATHER THAN ALEXANDER JANNAEUS (103-76 BCE). 
COLUMN A
HALLELUIAH. PSALM...THOU HAST LOVED AS A FATHER...THOU HAST ACTED AS A PRINCE OVER...VACAT. AND THOSE WHO HATE THEE...FEAR...THE MANY ANNOUNCE...FEAR...AND FOR THOSE WHO ARE PERFECT... [BEHOLD THE EYES OF THE LORD HAVE COMPASSION ON THE GOOD, AND HIS MERCY] IS [GREAT] OVER THOSE WHO GLORIFY HIM. [FROM AN EVIL TIME, HE SAVES THEIR SOUL. HE REDEEMS] THE POOR FROM THE HAND OF OPPRESSORS, [AND DELIVERS THE PERFECT FROM THE HAND OF THE WICKED. HE DESIRES] HIS TABERNACLE IN ZION, (AND) CHOOSES JERUSALEM FOR EVER.
COLUMN B
HOLY CITY FOR KING JONATHAN AND FOR ALL THE CONGREGATION OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL, WHO ARE IN THE FOUR CORNERS OF HEAVEN. MAY THE PEACE OF THEM ALL BE ON THY KINGDOM! MAY THY NAME BE BLESSED.
COLUMN C
I WILL...IN THY LOVE...DURING THE DAY AND UNTIL THE EVENING...TO DRAW NEAR TO BE...TO VISIT THEM FOR A BLESSING...ON THY NAME WHICH IS INVOKED...KINGDOM TO BE BLESSED...ON THE DAY WAR...TO KING JONATHAN (?) ...
HYMN OF GLORIFICATION A AND B (4Q491, FR. 11—4Q471B)
TWO DIFFERENT VERSIONS OF THE SAME POEM HAVE BEEN PRESERVED. THE FIRST WAS ORIGINALLY THOUGHT TO BE PART OF THE WAR SCROLL (MA, 4Q491, FR. 11) AND WAS IDENTIFIED AS ‘THE SONG OF MICHAEL AND THE JUST’ BY ITS EDITOR. THE EDITOR OF THE SECOND TEXT, PROPOSES THE MORE LIKELY INTERPRETATION THAT THE SPEAKER OF THE HYMN IS THE ESCHATOLOGICAL HIGH PRIEST, FIRST HUMILIATED BY HIS OPPONENTS BEFORE SHARING THE GLORY OF THE ‘GODS’ OR ‘HOLY ONES’. THE TROUBLED CAREER OF THE LAST PRIEST IS ALSO ALLUDED TO IN THE ARAMAIC TESTAMENT OF LEVI (4Q541, FR. 9). 
GLORIFICATION HYMN A (4Q491, FR. 11)
...THE RIGHTEOUS EXULT IN THE STRENGTH OF HIS MIGHT AND THE HOLY ONES REJOICE IN...IN RIGHTEOUSNESS...HE HAS ESTABLISHED IT IN ISRAEL SINCE ANCIENT TIMES HIS TRUTH AND THE MYSTERIES OF HIS WISDOM (HAVE BEEN) IN ALL...POWER...AND THE COUNCIL OF THE POOR INTO AN ETERNAL CONGREGATION...THE PERFECT...ETERNITY A THRONE OF STRENGTH IN THE CONGREGATION OF ‘GODS’ SO THAT NOT A SINGLE KING OF OLD SHALL SIT ON IT, NEITHER SHALL THEIR NOBLE MEN...MY GLORY IS INCOMPARABLE, AND APART FROM ME NONE IS EXALTED. NONE SHALL COME TO ME FOR I DWELL IN...IN HEAVEN, AND THERE IS NO... I AM RECKONED WITH THE ‘GODS’ AND MY DWELLING-PLACE IS IN THE CONGREGATION OF HOLINESS. [MY] DESIRE IS NOT ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, [AND] ALL THAT I VALUE IS IN THE GLORY OF... THE PLACE OF HOLINESS. WHO IS COUNTED DESPICABLE ON MY ACCOUNT, AND WHO IS COMPARABLE TO ME IN MY GLORY? WHO IS LIKE...THE YOUNG (?) LIKE ME? IS THERE A COMPANION WHO RESEMBLES ME? THERE IS NONE! I HAVE BEEN TAUGHT AND NO INSTRUCTION RESEMBLES [MY INSTRUCTION] ...WHO SHALL ATTACK ME WHEN I OPEN MY MOUTH? AND WHO CAN CONTAIN THE ISSUE OF MY LIPS? WHO SHALL SUMMON ME TO BE DESTROYED BY MY JUDGMENT? ...FOR I AM RECKONED WITH THE ‘GODS’, AND MY GLORY IS WITH THE SONS OF THE KING. NO PURE GOLD OR GOLD OF OPHIR...
GLORIFICATION HYMN B (4Q471B)
I AM RECKONED WITH THE ‘GODS’ AND MY DWELLING-PLACE IS IN THE CONGREGATION OF HOLINESS. WHO IS COUNTED AS ME TO BE DESPISED AND WHO IS DESPISED AS ME? AND WHO IS LIKE ME, FORSAKEN [BY MEN (ISA. LIII, 3), AND IS THERE] A COMPANION WHO RESEMBLES ME? AND NO INSTRUCTION RESEMBLES MY INSTRUCTION. [FOR] I SIT...WHO IS LIKE ME AMONG THE ‘GODS’? [AND WHO SHALL ATTACK ME WHEN I OPEN MY MOUTH]? AND WHO CAN CONTAIN THE ISSUE OF MY LIPS? AND WHO [SHALL SUMMON ME TO BE DESTROYED BY MY JUDGEMENT]? [FOR I AM] THE BELOVED OF THE KING AND THE FRIEND OF THE HOLY ONES. [NO-ONE] ...AND NO-ONE IS COMPARABLE [TO MY GLORY]. FOR I [HAVE MY STATION WITH THE ‘GODS’, AND MY GLORY IS WITH THE SONS OF THE KING]. I WILL NOT BE CROWNED WITH PURE GOLD NOR WITH THE GOLD OF OPHIR...SING...
CALENDARS, LITURGIES AND PRAYERS
CALENDARS OF PRIESTLY COURSES (4Q320-30, 337)
TWELVE FRAGMENTARY MANUSCRIPTS FROM CAVE 4, PALAEOGRAPHICALLY DATED TO THE LATE SECOND CENTURY BCE, PRESENT IN VARIOUS FORMS THE PECULIAR ‘SOLAR’ CALENDAR - CONSTRUCTED IN SIX-YEAR SEQUENCES - OF THE QUMRAN COMMUNITY. THEIR YEAR CONSISTED OF TWELVE MONTHS OF THIRTY DAYS EACH, PLUS FOUR EXTRA DAYS ADDED TO EACH OF THE FOUR SEASONS (CF. ABOVE, PP. 78-9). SOME DOCUMENTS FROM 4Q (320 AND 321) ATTEMPT TO COMBINE THIS CALENDAR WITH THE VARIOUS PRIESTLY COURSES WHICH SERVED IN TURN IN THE TEMPLE FOR A WEEK AT A TIME FROM ONE SABBATH TO THE FOLLOWING FRIDAY. THEY ALSO COMBINE IT WITH THE DATES OF THE FULL MOON GIVEN ACCORDING TO THE DAYS OF THE WEEK OF DUTY OF THE PRIESTLY COURSE, THE DATE OF THE SOLAR MONTH AND THE EQUIVALENT DATE OF THE LUNAR CALENDAR OF MAINSTREAM JUDAISM (A YEAR OF TWELVE MONTHS OF 29 OR 30 DAYS = 354 DAYS). E.G. (THE FULL MOON FALLS): ‘ON THE 5TH (DAY) IN THE WEEK OF JEDAIAH, CORRESPONDING TO THE 29TH DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH, WHICH FALLS ON THE 30TH DAY OF THE 1ST SOLAR MONTH.’ 4Q321 RECORDS IN ADDITION THE OCCURRENCE OF THE NEW MOON. E.G. ‘AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE THIRD DAY IN THE WEEK OF MIJAMIN WHICH IS ON THE TWELFTH DAY IN THE EIGHTH MONTH.’ AN ALTERNATIVE INTERPRETATION SUGGESTS THAT THE TERM IN QUESTION (DUQAH) DESIGNATES THE DAY AFTER THE FULL MOON. 4Q321A IS VERY FRAGMENTARY, BUT IT SEEMS ALMOST IDENTICAL TO 4Q321. THE FOLLOWING TABLE WILL HELP READERS UNDERSTAND THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PRIESTLY COURSES ON WEEKLY DUTY, THE ‘SOLAR’ DATES, THE MOON’S PHASES AND THE FEAST-DAYS FALLING IN THE MONTH IN QUESTION. FIRST MONTH OF THE FIRST YEAR IN A SIX-YEAR CYCLE SIGLA: BOLD NUMBER=FEAST; T=NEW MOON; ††=FULL MOON
MISHMAROT A (4Q320)
FR. 1 I: I ...TO SHOW IT FROM THE EAST. [AND] TO CAUSE IT TO SHINE [IN] THE MIDDLE OF HEAVEN, IN THE FOUNDATION OF THE CREATION, FROM EVENING TILL MORNING. (THERE IS FULL MOON) ON THE 4TH (DAY) IN THE WEEK OF THE SONS OF GAMUL IN THE FIRST MONTH OF THE FIRST YEAR. ON THE 5TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEDAIAH, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 29TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH, WHICH FALLS) ON THE 30TH (DAY) OF THE 1ST (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE SABBATH IN (THE WEEK OF) HAKKOZ, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 30TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH, WHICH FALLS) ON THE 30TH OF THE SECOND (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE 1ST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) ELIASHIB, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 29TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH), (WHICH FALLS) ON THE 29TH (DAY) IN THE THIRD (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE 3RD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) BILGAH, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 30TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH, WHICH FALLS) ON THE 28TH DAY IN THE FOURTH (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE 4TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) PETAHIAH, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 29TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 27TH DAY IN THE FIFTH (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE 6TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) DELAIAH, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 30TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 27TH (DAY) IN THE SIXTH (SOLAR MONTH). [ON THE SABBATH IN (THE WEEK OF) SEORI]M, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 29TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 25TH (DAY) IN THE SEVENTH (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE 2ND (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) ABIAH, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 30TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 25TH (DAY) IN THE EIGHTH (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE 3RD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JAKIM, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 29TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 24TH (DAY) IN THE NINTH (SOLAR MONTH). II ON THE 5TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) IMMER, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 30TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 23RD (DAY) IN THE TENTH (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE 6TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEHEZEKEL, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 29TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 22ND (DAY) IN THE ELEVENTH (SOLAR) MONTH. ON THE 1ST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEIARIB, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 30TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 22ND (DAY) IN THE TWELFTH (SOLAR) MONTH. THE SECOND YEAR: ON THE 2ND (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) MALCHIAH, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 29TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 20TH (DAY) IN THE FIRST (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE 4TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHUA, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 30TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 20TH (DAY) IN THE SECOND (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE 5TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HUPPAH, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 29TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 19TH [IN THE THIRD] (MONTH). ON THE SABBATH IN (THE WEEK OF) PIZZEZ, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 30TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 18TH IN THE F[OURTH] (MONTH). ON THE 1ST (DAY) IN GAMUL, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE [29TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 17TH DAY IN THE FIFTH] (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE 3RD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEDAIAH, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 30TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) [ON THE 17TH (DAY) IN THE SIXTH] (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE 4TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) MIJAMIN, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 2 [9TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 15TH DAY] IN THE SEVENTH (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE 6TH (DAY) IN SHECANIAH, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 30TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 15TH (DAY) IN THE EIGHTH (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE SABBATH IN (THE WEEK OF) BILGAH, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 29TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 14TH (DAY) IN THE NINTH (SOLAR MONTH). [ON THE 2ND (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) PETAHIAH, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 30TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 13TH (DAY) IN THE TENTH] (SOLAR MONTH).
FR. 2: ON THE 1ST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHUA, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 29TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 5TH (DAY) IN THE SEVENTH (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE 3RD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HUPPAH, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 30TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 5TH (DAY) IN THE EIGHTH (MONTH). ON THE 4TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HEZIR, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 29TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 4TH (DAY) IN THE NINTH (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE 6TH (DAY) IN JACHIN, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 30TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 3RD (DAY) IN THE TENTH (SOLAR MONTH). ON THE SABBATH IN (THE WEEK OF) JEDAIAH, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 29TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS) ON THE 2ND (DAY) OF THE ELEVENTH (SOLAR) MONTH. ON THE 2ND (DAY) OF MIJAMIN, (CORRESPONDING) TO THE 30TH (DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH WHICH FALLS ON) THE SECOND DAY IN THE TWELFTH (SOLAR) MONTH.
FR. 3 I: II ...THE DAYS, THE SABBATHS [AND] THE MONTHS [FOR] YEARS AND FOR SABBATICAL YEARS AND FOR JUBILEES. ON THE 4TH (DAY) OF THE WEEK OF THE SONS OF GAMUL.
FR. 4 III: III THE FIRST YEAR: ITS FEASTS. ON THE THIRD (DAY IN THE WEEK OF) MEOZIAH: THE PASSOVER. ON THE 1ST (DAY) [IN (THE WEEK OF) JEDAIAH: THE WAVING OF THE [SHEAF]. ON THE 5TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) SEORIM: THE [SECOND] PASSOVER. VACAT. ON THE 1ST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHUA: THE FEAST OF WEEKS. ON THE 4TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) MEOZIAH: THE DAY OF MEMORIAL. [ON] THE 6TH (DAY) IN JEIARIB: THE DAY OF ATONEMENT [IN THE] SEVENTH [MONTH]. VACAT. ON THE 4TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEDAIAH: THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. THE SECOND (YEAR): ITS FEASTS. [ON THE 3RD (DAY)] IN (THE WEEK OF) SEORIM: THE PASSOV[ER]. [ON THE 1ST (DAY)] IN (THE WEEK OF) MIJAMIN: THE WAVING OF THE [SHEAF]. [ON THE 5TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) ABIAH: THE SECOND PASSOVER].
FR. 4: IV ON THE 1ST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HUPPAH: THE FEAST OF WEEKS. ON THE 4TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) SEORIM: THE DAY OF MEMORIAL. ON THE 6TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) MALCHIAH: THE DAY OF ATO[NEMENT]. ON [THE 4TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF)] MIJAMIN: THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. VACAT. THE THIRD (YEAR): ITS FEASTS. ON THE 3RD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) ABIAH: THE PASSOVER. ON THE 21ST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) SHECANIAH: THE WAVING OF THE SHEAF. ON THE 5TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JAKIM: THE [SECOND] PASSOVER. ON THE 1ST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HEZIR: [THE FEAST OF WEEKS]. ON THE 4TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) ABIAH: THE DAY OF MEMORIAL. ON THE 6TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHUA: THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. ON THE 4TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) SHECANIAH: THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. THE FOURTH (YEAR): ITS FEASTS. V ON THE 3RD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JAKIM: THE PASSOVER. ON THE 1ST (DAY) [IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHEBEAB: THE WAVING OF THE SHEAF. ON THE 5TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) IMMER: THE SECOND PASSOVER. ON THE 1ST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) PIZZEZ: [THE FEAST] OF WEEKS. [ON] THE 4TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JAKIM: THE DAY OF MEMORIAL. [ON] THE 6TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HUPPAH: THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. [ON THE 4TH] (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHEBEAB: THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. VACAT. [THE FIFTH (YEAR): ITS FEASTS.] ON THE 3RD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) IMMER: THE PASSOVER. ON THE 1ST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) PIZZEZ: THE WAVING OF THE SHEAF. [ON THE 5TH (DAY)] IN (THE WEEK OF) JEHEZEKEL: THE SECOND PASSOVER. ON THE 1ST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JOIARIB: THE FEAST OF [WEEKS]. [ON THE 4TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) IMMER: THE DAY OF MEMORIAL]. VI ON THE 6TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HEZIR: THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. ON THE 4TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) PIZZEZ: THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. VACAT. THE SIXTH (YEAR): ITS FEASTS. ON THE 3RD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEHEZEKEL: THE PASSOVER. ON THE 1ST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) GAMUL: THE WAVING OF THE SHEAF. [ON THE 3RD (DAY)] IN (THE WEEK OF) MAAZIAH: THE [SECOND] PASSOVER. ON THE 1ST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) MALCHIAH: THE FEAST OF [WEEKS]. [ON] THE 4TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEHEZEKEL: THE DAY OF MEMORIAL. [ON] THE 6TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JACHIN: THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. ON THE 4TH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) GAMUL: THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES...
MISHMAROT B (4Q321, FR. 1)
I: AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE 1ST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEDAIAH WHICH IS ON THE TWELFTH (DAY) IN IT (THE SEVENTH MONTH). ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) ABIAH WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-FIFTH (DAY) IN THE EIGHTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE THIRD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) MIJAMIN WHICH IS ON THE TWELFTH (DAY)] IN (THE EIGHTH MONTH). ON THE THIRD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JAKIM WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-FOURTH (DAY) IN THE NINTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IN SHECANIAH WHICH IS ON THE ELEVENTH (DAY) IN (THE NINTH MONTH). ON THE FIFTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) IMMER WHICH IS ON THE THIRTEENTH (DAY) IN THE TENTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE SIXTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHABEAB [WHICH IS ON THE TENTH (DAY) IN (THE TENTH MONTH)]. ON THE SIXTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEHEZEKEL WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-SECOND (DAY) IN THE ELEVENTH (MONTH). AND [THE NEW MOON IS ON SABBATH IN (THE WEEK OF)] PETAHIAH WHICH IS [ON THE NINTH (DAY) IN (THE ELEVENTH MONTH)]. ON THE FIRST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JOIARIB WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-SECOND (DAY) IN THE TWELFTH MONTH. AND [THE NEW MOON IS ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) DELAIAH [WHICH IS ON THE NINTH (DAY) IN (THE TWELFTH MONTH)]. VACAT. [THE] SECOND (YEAR), THE FIRST (MONTH). ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) MALCHIAH WHICH IS ON THE TWENTIETH (DAY) IN THE FIRST (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE THIRD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HARIM WHICH IS ON THE SEVENTH (DAY) IN (THE FIRST MONTH). ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHUA WHICH IS [ON] THE TWENTIETH (DAY) IN THE SECOND (MONTH). AND [THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FIFTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF)] HAKKOZ WHICH IS ON THE NINTH (DAY) IN (THE SECOND MONTH). ON THE FIFTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HUPPAH WHICH IS ON THE NINETEENTH (DAY) IN THE THIRD (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON] IS ON THE SIXTH (DAY) [IN (THE WEEK OF) ELIASHIB WHICH IS ON THE SIXTH (DAY) [IN (THE THIRD MONTH). ON THE SABBA]TH IN (THE WEEK OF) PIZZEZ.
FR. 2: II: [WHICH IS ON THE EIGHTEENTH (DAY) IN THE FOURTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FIRST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) IMMER WHICH IS ON THE FIFTH (DAY)] IN (THE FOURTH MONTH). ON THE FIRST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) [GAMUL, WHICH IS ON THE SEVENTEENTH (DAY) IN THE FIFTH (MONTH)]. AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEHEZEKEL WHICH IS ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IN (THE FIFTH MONTH). ON THE THIRD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEDAIAH WHICH IS ON [THE SEVENTEENTH (DAY) IN THE SIXTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FOURTH (DAY)] IN (THE WEEK OF) MAOZIAH WHICH IS ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IN (THE SIXTH MONTH). ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) MIJAMIN WHICH IS ON THE FIFTEENTH (DAY) IN THE SEVENTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FIFTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) SEORIM WHICH IS ON THE SECOND IN (THE SEVENTH MONTH). ON THE SIXTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) SHECANIAH WHICH IS ON THE FIFTEENTH (DAY) IN THE EIGHTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE SABBATH IN ABIAH WHICH IS ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN (THE EIGHTH MONTH). [ON THE SABBATH IN (THE WEEK OF) BILGAH] WHICH IS ON THE FOURTEENTH (DAY) OF THE NINTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS [ON THE FIRST (DAY)] IN THE NINTH MONTH. AND THE SECOND NEW MOON IS ON THE THIRD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HEZIR, WHICH IS ON THE THIRTY-FIRST IN [(THE NINTH MONTH). ON] THE SECOND (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) PETAHIAH WHICH IS ON THE THIRTEENTH (DAY) IN THE TENTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JACHIN WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-NINTH (DAY) IN (THE TENTH MONTH). ON THE THIRD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) DELAIAH WHICH IS ON THE TWELFTH (DAY) IN THE ELEVENTH MONTH. AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE SIXTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JOIARIB WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-NINTH (DAY) IN [(THE ELEVENTH MONTH)]. ON THE FIFTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HARIM WHICH IS ON THE TWELFTH (DAY) OF THE TWELFTH MONTH. AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE SABBATH [IN (THE WEEK OF)] MIJAMIN WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-EIGHTH (DAY) IN (THE TWELFTH MONTH). THE THIRD (YEAR). THE [FIRST] (MONTH). [ON THE SIXTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HAKKOZ WHICH IS ON THE TENTH (DAY)] IN THE FIRST (MONTH).
FR. 3: III: AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) SHECANIAH WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-SEVENTH (DAY) IN (THE FIRST MONTH). ON THE FIRST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JAKIM WHICH IS ON THE TENTH (DAY) IN THE SECOND (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE THIRD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHEBEAB WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-SIXTH (DAY) IN (THE SECOND MONTH). ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) IMMER WHICH IS ON THE NINTH (DAY) IN THE THIRD (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FIFTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) PIZZEZ WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-SIXTH (DAY) IN (THE THIRD MONTH). ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEHEZEKEL WHICH IS ON THE EIGHTH (DAY) IN THE FOURTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE SIXTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) GAMUL WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-FOURTH (DAY) IN (THE FOURTH MONTH). ON THE FIFTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) MEOZIAH WHICH IS ON THE SEVENTH (DAY) IN THE FIFTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FIRST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HARIM WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-FOURTH (DAY) IN (THE FIFTH MONTH). ON THE SABBATH IN (THE WEEK OF) MALCHIAH WHICH IS ON THE SEVENTH (DAY) OF THE SIXTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HAKKOZ WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-THIRD (DAY) IN (THE SIXTH MONTH). ON THE FIRST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHUA WHICH IS ON THE FIFTH (DAY) IN THE SEVENTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) ELIASHIB WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-SECOND (DAY) [IN (THE SEVENTH MONTH). ON THE THIRD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HUPPAH WHICH IS ON THE FIFTH (DAY) IN THE EIGHTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS IN THE FIFTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) BILGAH WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-FIRST (DAY) IN] (THE EIGHTH MONTH). ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HEZIR WHICH IS ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IN THE NINTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE SABBATH IN (THE WEEK OF) JEHEZEKEL WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-FIRST (DAY) IN (THE NINTH MONTH). ON THE SIXTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JACHIN WHICH IS ON THE THIRD (DAY) IN THE TENTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FIRST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) MAAZIAH WHICH IS ON THE NINETEENTH IN (THE TENTH MONTH). ON THE SABBATH IN (THE WEEK OF) JEDAIAH WHICH IS ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN THE ELEVENTH MONTH. AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE THIRD (DAY) IN SEORIM WHICH IS ON THE NINETEENTH (DAY) IN (THE ELEVENTH MONTH). ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) MIJAMIN WHICH IS ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN THE TWELFTH MONTH. AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) ABIAH WHICH IS ON THE EIGHTEENTH (DAY) IN (THE TWELFTH MONTH). THE FOURTH (YEAR). ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) SHECANIAH WHICH IS ON THE FIRST (DAY) IN THE FIRST MONTH. AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE SIXTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JAKIM WHICH IS ON THE SEVENTEENTH (DAY) IN (THE FIRST MONTH). [ON THE FIFTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) PIZZEZ WHICH IS ON THE THIRTIETH (DAY) IN] THE FIRST (MONTH). ON THE SABBATH [IN (THE WEEK OF)] PETAHIAH WHICH IS ON THE THIRTIETH OF THE SECOND MONTH. AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FIRST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HEZIR WHICH IS ON THE SEVENTEENTH (DAY) IN IT. ON THE FIRST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK) OF DELAIAH, WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-NINTH.
FR. 4: I: ON THE FIFTH (DAY) IN THE (WEEK) OF JAKIM WHICH IS ON THE SEVENTH (DAY) IN THE FIFTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FIRST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) BILGAH WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-FOURTH (DAY) IN (THE FIFTH MONTH). ON THE SABBATH IN (THE WEEK OF) HEZIR WHICH IS ON THE SEVENTH (DAY) IN THE SIXTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) PETAHIAH] WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-THIRD (DAY) IN (THE SIXTH MONTH). ON THE FIRST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JACHIN WHICH IS ON THE FIFTH (DAY) IN THE SEVENTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FOURTH (DAY) [IN (THE WEEK OF) DELAIAH WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-SECOND (DAY)] IN (THE SEVENTH MONTH). ON THE THIRD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JOIARIB WHICH IS ON THE FIFTH (DAY) IN THE EIGHTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FIFTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) HARIM WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-FIRST (DAY) IN THE EIGHTH MONTH. ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) MALCHIAH WHICH IS ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IN THE NINTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE SABBATH IN (THE WEEK OF) ABIAH WHICH IS ON THE TWENTY-FIRST (DAY) IN (THE NINTH MONTH). ON THE SIXTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHUA WHICH IS [ON] THE THIRD (DAY) IN THE TENTH (MONTH). AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FIRST (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JAKIM WHICH IS ON THE NINETEENTH (DAY) IN (THE TENTH MONTH). ON THE SABBATH IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHEBEAB WHICH IS ON THE SECOND (DAY) OF THE ELEVENTH MONTH. AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE THIRD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) IMMER WHICH IS ON THE NINETEENTH (DAY) IN (THE ELEVENTH MONTH). ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) PIZZEZ WHICH IS ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN THE TWELFTH MONTH. AND THE NEW MOON IS ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEHEZEKEL WHICH IS ON THE EIGHTEENTH (DAY) [IN THE TWELFTH MONTH.] VACAT... (FIRST YEAR) [IN THE FIRST] MONTH IN (THE WEEK OF) GAMUL; ON THE THIRD (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) MAAZIAH: PASSOVER. IN (THE WEEK OF) JEDAIAH: THE WAVING OF THE SHEAF. THE (FIRST DAY) OF THE SECOND (MONTH) IS IN (THE WEEK OF) JEDAIAH; IN (THE WEEK OF) SEORIM: THE SECOND PASSOVER. (THE FIRST DAY OF THE) THIRD (MONTH IS) IN (THE WEEK OF HAKKOZ. V: IN JESHUA: THE FEAST OF WEEK[S] IS IN IT. THE FOURTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) ELIASHIB. THE FIFTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) BILGAH. THE SIXTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEHEZEKEL. THE SEVENTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) MAOZIAH. IN MAOZIAH IS THE DAY OF MEMORIAL. IN JOIARIB IS THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. IN JEDAIAH IS [THE FEAST OF] TABERNACLES. THE EIGHTH (MONTH BEGINS) [IN (THE WEEK OF) SEORIM]. THE NINTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHUA. THE TENTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) HUPPAH. THE ELEVENTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) HEZIR. THE TWELFTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) GAMUL. VACAT. THE SECOND (YEAR). THE FIRST (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEDAIA[H]. IN (THE WEEK OF) SEORIM IS THE PASSOVER. IN (THE WEEK OF) MIJAMIN IS THE WAVING OF THE SHEAF. THE SECOND (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) MIJAMIN. IN (THE WEEK OF) ABIAH IS THE SECOND PASSOVER. THE THIRD (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) ELIASHIB AND IN (THE WEEK OF) HUPPAH IS THE FEAST OF WEEKS. [THE] FOURTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) BILGAH. THE FIFTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) PETAHIAH. THE SIXTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) MAAZIAH. THE SEVENTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) SEORIM. IN (THE WEEK OF) SEORIM IS THE DAY OF MEMORIAL. IN (THE WEEK OF) MALCHIAH [IS THE DAY OF] ATONEMENT. IN (THE WEEK OF) MIJAMIN [IS THE FEAST] OF TABERNACLES. [THE EIGHTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) ABIAH. THE NINTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF)] HUPPAH. THE TENTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) HEZIR. THE E[LEVENTH] (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JACHIN. THE TWELFTH MO[NT]H (BEGINS) [IN (THE WEEK OF) JEDAIAH]. VACAT. THE THIRD (YEAR). THE FIRST (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) MIJAMIN. IN (THE WEEK OF) ABIAH IS THE PASSOVER. IN (THE WEEK OF) SHECANIAH IS THE WAVING OF THE SHEAF. THE SECOND (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) SHECANIAH AND IN (THE WEEK OF) JAKIM IS THE SECOND PASSOVER. THE THIRD (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) BILGAH. IN (THE WEEK OF) HEZIR
FR. 4-5: VI: [IS THE FEAST] OF WEEKS. THE FOURTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) PETAHIAH. THE FIFTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) DELAIAH. THE SIXTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) SEORIM. IN THE SEVENTH (MONTH), IN (THE WEEK OF) ABIAH IS THE DAY [OF MEMORIAL. IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHUA] IS THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. IN (THE WEEK OF) SHECANIAH IS THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. THE EIGHTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JAKIM. THE NINTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) HEZIR. THE TENTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JACHIN. THE ELEVENTH MONTH BEGINS IN (THE WEEK OF) JOIARIB. THE TWELFTH MONTH (BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) MIJAMIN. THE FOURTH (YEAR). THE FIRST (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) SHECANIAH. IN (THE WEEK OF) JAKIM IS THE PASSOVER. IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHEBEAB IS THE WAVING OF THE SHEAF. THE SECOND (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHEBEAB. IN (THE WEEK OF) IMMER IS THE SECOND PASSOVER. IN (THE WEEK OF) JACHIN IS THE FEAST OF WEEKS. THE FOURTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) DELAIAH. THE FIFTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) HARIM. THE SIXTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) ABIAH. THE SEVENTH (MONTH BEGINS) [IN (THE WEEK OF) JAKIM]. IN (THE WEEK OF) JAKIM IS THE DAY [OF MEMORIAL]. IN (THE WEEK OF) HUPPAH IS THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHEBEAB IS THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. THE EIGHTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) IMMER. THE NINTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JACHIN. THE TENTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JOIARIB. THE ELEVENTH [MONTH (BEGINS)] IN (THE WEEK OF) MAICHIAH. THE TWELFTH MONTH (BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) SHECANIAH. VACAT. THE FIFTH (YEAR). THE F[IRST] (MONTH BEGINS) IN [(THE WEEK OF) JESHEBEAB. IN (THE WEEK OF) IMMER] IS THE PASSOVER. IN (THE WEEK OF) PIZZEZ IS THE WAVING OF THE SHEAF. THE SECOND (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) PIZZEZ. IN JEHEZEKEL IS THE SECOND PASSOVER. THE THIRD (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) DELAIAH. IN (THE WEEK OF) JOIARIB IS THE FEAST OF WEEKS. THE F[OURTH] (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) HARIM. THE FIFTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) HAKKOZ. THE SIXTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JAKIM. THE SEVENTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) IMMER. IN (THE WEEK OF) IMMER IS THE DAY OF MEMORIAL. IN (THE WEEK OF) HEZIR IS THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. IN (THE WEEK OF) PIZZEZ IS THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. THE EIGHTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEHEZEKEL. THE NINTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JOIAR[IB] AND THE TENTH (MONTH BEGINS).
FR. 5: VII: IN (THE WEEK OF) MALCHIAH. THE ELEVENTH MONTH (BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHUA. THE TWELFTH MONTH (BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHEBEAB. [THE SIXTH (YEAR). THE FIRST (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) PIZZEZ. IN (THE WEEK OF) JEHEZEKEL IS THE PASSOVER. IN (THE WEEK OF) GAMUL IS THE WAVING OF THE SHEAF. THE SECOND (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) GAMUL. IN (THE WEEK OF) MAAZIAH IS THE SECOND PASSOVER. THE THIRD MONTH (BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) HARIM. IN (THE WEEK OF) MALCHIAH IS THE FEAST OF WEEKS. THE FOURTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) HAKKOZ. THE FIFTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) ELIASHIB. THE SIXTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) IMMER. THE SEVENTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JEHEZEKEL. IN (THE WEEK OF) JEHEZEKEL IS THE DAY OF MEMORIAL. IN (THE WEEK OF) JACHIN IS THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. IN (THE WEEK OF) GAMUL IS THE FEAST [OF TABERNACLES. THE EIGHTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) MAAZIAH. THE NINTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) MALCHIAH. THE TENTH (MONTH BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) JESHUA]. THE ELEVENTH MONTH (BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) HUPPAH. THE TWELFTH MONTH (BEGINS) IN (THE WEEK OF) PIZZEZ.
MISHMAROT D (4Q325)
FR. 1: ...PASSOVER ON THE THIRD (DAY OF THE WEEK). ON THE EIGHTEENTH (DAY) IN (THE FIRST MONTH) IS THE SABBATH OF [(THE WEEK OF) JOIARIB] ...IN THE EVENING. ON THE TWENTY-FIFTH (DAY) IN (THE FIRST MONTH) IS THE SABBATH OF (THE WEEK OF) JEDAIAH. DURING THE SAME WEEK IS [THE FEAST] OF BARLEY ON THE TWENTY-SIXTH (DAY) IN (THE FIRST MONTH), AFTER THE SABBATH. THE BEGINNING OF THE [SECOND] MONTH IS ON THE SIXTH [DAY] OF (THE WEEK OF) JEDAIAH. ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN (THE SECOND MONTH) IS THE SABBATH OF HARIM. ON THE NINTH (DAY) IN (THE SECOND MONTH) IS THE SABBATH [OF SEORIM]. ON THE SIXTEENTH (DAY) IN (THE SECOND MONTH) IS THE SABBATH OF MALCHIAH. ON THE TWENTY-THIRD (DAY) IN (THE SECOND MONTH) IS THE SABBATH OF MIJAMIN. ON THE THIRTIETH (DAY) IN (THE SECOND MONTH) IS THE SABBATH OF HAKKOZ. VACAT. THE BEGINNING OF THE THIRD MONTH AFTER THE SABBATH.
FR. 2: ON THE SIXTH (DAY) IN (THE WEEK OF) BILGAH. ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN (THE FIFTH MONTH) IS THE SABBATH OF IMMER. ON THE THIRD (DAY) IN (THE FIFTH MONTH) IS THE FEAST OF THE NEW WINE AFTER THE SABBATH OF IMMER. ON THE NINTH (DAY) IN (THE FIFTH MONTH) IS THE SABBATH OF HEZIR. ON THE SIXTEENTH (DAY) IN (THE FIFTH MONTH) IS THE SABBATH OF APHSES. ON THE TWENTY-THIRD (DAY) IN (THE FIFTH MONTH) IS THE SABBATH OF PETAHIAH. ON THE THIRTIETH (DAY) IN (THE FIFTH MONTH) IS THE SABBATH OF JEHEZEKEL. THE BEGINNING OF THE SIXTH MONTH IS AFTER THE SABBATH (=SUNDAY) OF JEHEZEKEL. ON THE SEVENTH (DAY) IN (THE SIXTH MONTH) IS THE SABBATH OF JACHIN. ON THE FOURTEENTH (DAY) IN (THE SIXTH MONTH) IS THE SABBATH OF GAMUL. ON THE TWENTY-FIRST (DAY) IN (THE SIXTH MONTH) IS THE SABBATH OF DELAIAH. ON THE TWENTY-SECOND (DAY) IN (THE SIXTH MONTH) IS THE FEAST OF NEW OIL. AFTER THE FEAST OF NEW OIL IS THE FEAST OF THE OFFERING OF WOOD.
MISHMAROT F (4Q328)
...IN THE FIFTH (YEAR): JESHABEAB. IN THE SIXTH: HAPIZZEZ. THESE ARE THE BEGINNINGS OF THE YEARS. [IN THE FIRST [YEAR]: GAMUL, ELIASHIB, MOAZIAH, HUPPAH. IN THE SECOND: JEDAIAH, BILGAH, SEORIM, HEZIR. [IN THE THIRD]: MIJAMIN, PETAHIAH, ABIAH, JACHIN. IN THE FOURTH: SHECANIAH, DELAIAH, JAKIM, JOIARIB. IN THE FIFTH: JESHABEAB, HARIM, IMMER, MALCHIAH. IN THE SIXTH: HAPIZZEZ...
CALENDRICAL DOCUMENT C (4Q326)
IN THE FIRST (MONTH) ON THE FOURTH (DAY) IS SABBATH...ON THE EIGHTH (DAY) IN IT [IS SABBATH] ...ON THE ELEVENTH (DAY) IN IT IS SABBATH... [ON THE 14TH (DAY) IN IT IS PASSOVER ON THE THIRD (DAY OF THE WEEK). ON THE 15TH (DAY) IN IT: THE FEAST OF THE UNLEAVENED BREAD ON THE FOURTH (DAY OF THE WEEK). ON THE 18TH (DAY) IS SABBATH. ON THE 25TH (DAY) IN IT: SABBATH. ON THE 26TH (DAY) IN IT:] FEAST OF THE GRAIN AFTER THE SABBATH. IN THE FIRST MONTH 30 (DAYS). ON THE SECOND (DAY) IN IT: [SABBATH. ON THE NINTH (DAY) IN IT: SABBATH. ON THE 16TH (DAY)] ...
CALENDRICAL DOCUMENT D (4Q394 1-2)
THIS TEXT IS THE OPENING OF MMT (SOME DIVINE OBSERVANCES OF THE LAW) AND HAS BEEN DEALT WITH THERE (SEE PP. 222-223).
CALENDRIC SIGNS (OTOT) (4Q319)
THE SO-CALLED OTOT OR ‘SIGNS’ DOCUMENT WAS COPIED AS THE CONTINUATION OF 4QSE (4Q259). WHETHER IT WAS PART OF THE ORIGINAL COMPOSITION IS AS DEBATABLE AS THE ATTACHMENT OF A CALENDAR TO MMT AT 4Q394 1-2 (CF. ABOVE, PP. 222-223). 4Q319 REPRESENTS A CALENDRICAL SYSTEM BASED ON THE WEEKLY ROTATION OF THE TWENTY-FOUR PRIESTLY COURSES DURING A SIX-YEAR PERIOD AND CONSTRUCTED INTO SIX CONSECUTIVE JUBILEES, I.E. 294 YEARS. THE ‘SIGN’ WHICH RECURS IN EVERY THREE YEARS PROBABLY IDENTIFIES THE YEARS IN WHICH THE SHORTER LUNAR YEAR OF 354 DAYS IS SUPPLEMENTED BY MEANS OF THE INTERCALATION OF AN EXTRA MONTH OF 30 DAYS (3×354+30=1,092) TO EQUAL THE LENGTH OF THREE ‘SOLAR’ YEARS OF 364 DAYS EACH (3×364=1,092). PALAEOGRAPHICALLY THE MANUSCRIPT IS DATED TO THE FIRST HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. 
IV: ...ON THE FOURTH (DAY) OF THE WEEK...ITS LIGHT ON THE FOURTH (DAY) OF THE WEEK OF THE CREATION IN (THE WEEK OF) GAMUL. THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE FOURTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE (YEAR) OF RELEASE (I.E. THE FIRST SABBATICAL YEAR). (SECOND SABBATICAL CYCLE): THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE THIRD (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE SIXTH (YEAR).  (THIRD SABBATICAL CYCLE): THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE SECOND (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE FIFTH (YEAR). (FOURTH SABBATICAL CYCLE): THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: AFTER THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE FOURTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. (FIFTH SABBATICAL CYCLE): THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE THIRD (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE SIXTH (YEAR). (SIXTH SABBATICAL CYCLE): THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE SECOND (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE FIFTH (YEAR). (SEVENTH SABBATICAL CYCLE): THE SIGN OF GAMUL: AFTER THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE FOURTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE (WHICH IS) THE SIGN OF THE END OF THE JUBILEE. THE SIGNS OF THE SECOND JUBILEE: 17 SIGNS. OF THIS IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE: [2] SIGNS...OF THE CREATION...THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE SECOND (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE FIFTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: AFTER THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF GAMUL: 
FRS. 2-5, 9, 23:  V: IN THE FOURTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE THIRD (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE SIXTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE SECOND (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE FIFTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: AFTER THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE FOURTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE THIRD (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE SIXTH (YEAR) THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH (WHICH IS) THE SIGN OF THE END OF THE THIRD JUBILEE. THE SIGNS OF THE THIRD JUBILEE: 17 SIGNS]. OF THIS IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE: 2 SIGNS. [THE SIGN] OF SHECANIAH: IN THE SECOND YEAR. THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE FIFTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: AFTER THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE FOURTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE THIRD (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE SIXTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE SECOND (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE FIFTH (YEAR). THE SIGN [OF GAMUL: AFTER THE (YEAR OF)] RELEASE. THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE FOURTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: [IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN] OF SHECANIAH: IN THE THIRD (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE SIXTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE SECOND (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE FIFTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: AFTER THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE [(WHICH IS) THE SIGN OF THE END OF THE JUBILEE. THE SIGNS OF THE] FOURTH JUBILEE: 17 SIGNS. OF THIS IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE: 2 SIGNS. [THE SIGN OF GAMUL]: IN THE FOURTH YEAR. THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE THIRD (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE SIXTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE SECOND (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE FIFTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: AFTER THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE FOURTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF [GAMUL]: IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE SECOND (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE FIFTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: AFTER THE [(YEAR OF)] RELEASE. THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE FOURTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE (WHICH IS) THE SIGN OF THE END OF THE FIFTH JUBILEE IN JESHEBAB. THE SIGNS OF THE FIFTH JUBILEE: 16 SIGNS. OF THIS IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE.
FRS. 5-8: VI: 3 SIGNS. [THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE THIRD YEAR. THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE SIXTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN] THE SECOND (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE FIFTH YEAR. THE SIGN OF GAMUL: AFTER THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE FOURTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE THIRD (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE SIXTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: [IN THE SECOND (YEAR). THE SIGN] OF GAMUL: IN THE FIFTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: AFTER THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE FOURTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE THIRD (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE SIXTH (YEAR) (WHICH IS) THE SIGN OF THE END OF THE SIXTH JUBILEE. THE SIGNS OF THE SIXTH JUBILEE: 16 SIGNS. OF THIS IN [THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE]: 2 SIGNS...AND FOR THE JUBILEE. [THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE SECOND (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE FIFTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: AFTER] THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE FOURTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE THIRD (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE SIXTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE SECOND (YEAR). THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE FIFTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: [AFTER] THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE FOURTH (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE. THE SIGN OF GAMUL: IN THE THIRD (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE SIXTH (YEAR). THE SIGN [OF GAMUL]: IN THE SECOND (YEAR). THE SIGN OF SHECANIAH: IN THE FIFTH (YEAR) (WHICH IS) THE SIGN OF THE END OF THE JUBILEE. THE SIGNS OF THE SEVENTH [JUBILEE] 16 SIGNS. OF THIS IN THE (YEAR OF) RELEASE: [2 SIGNS]. SIGN OF THE JUBILEES, YEAR OF JUBILEES ACCORDING TO [HOLY] DAYS. [IN GAMUL THE FIRST (JUBILEE), IN JEDAIAH THE] SECOND, IN MIJAMIN THE THIRD, [IN SHECANIAH THE FOURTH]
‘HOROSCOPES’ OR ASTROLOGICAL PHYSIOGNOMIES (4Q186, 4Q534, 4Q561)
THREE DOCUMENTS FROM CAVE 4, ONE IN HEBREW AND TWO IN ARAMAIC, ALL DATING PROBABLY TO THE END OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE, CONTAIN FRAGMENTS OF ‘HOROSCOPES’ OR, MORE PRECISELY, ASTROLOGICAL PHYSIOGNOMIES CLAIMING A CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE FEATURES AND DESTINY OF A PERSON AND THE CONFIGURATION OF THE STARS AT THE TIME OF HIS BIRTH. THE HEBREW TEXT PUBLISHED (4Q186), IS WRITTEN IN A CHILDISH CIPHER. THE TEXT RUNS FROM LEFT TO RIGHT INSTEAD OF THE NORMAL RIGHT TO LEFT AND USES, IN ADDITION TO THE CURRENT ‘SQUARE’ HEBREW ALPHABET, LETTERS BORROWED FROM THE ARCHAIC HEBREW (OR PHOENICIAN) AND GREEK SCRIPTS. THE SPIRITUAL QUALITIES OF THREE INDIVIDUALS DESCRIBED IN THE WORK ARE REFLECTED IN THEIR SHARE OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS. THE FIRST MAN IS VERY WICKED: EIGHT PARTS OF DARKNESS TO A SINGLE PART OF LIGHT. THE SECOND MAN IS LARGELY GOOD: SIX PARTS OF LIGHT AGAINST THREE PARTS OF DARKNESS. THE LAST IS ALMOST PERFECT: EIGHT PORTIONS OF LIGHT AND ONLY ONE OF DARKNESS. AS FAR AS PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS ARE CONCERNED, SHORTNESS, FATNESS AND IRREGULARITY OF FEATURES ARE ASSOCIATED WITH WICKEDNESS, THEIR OPPOSITES REFLECT VIRTUE. IN THE ASTROLOGICAL TERMINOLOGY OF THE DOCUMENT, THE ‘SECOND COLUMN’ DOUBTLESS MEANS THE ‘SECOND HOUSE’; AND A BIRTHDAY ’IN THE FOOT OF THE BULL’ SHOULD PROBABLY BE INTERPRETED AS THE PRESENCE, AT THAT MOMENT, OF THE SUN IN THE LOWER PART OF THE CONSTELLATION TAURUS. THE FIRST ARAMAIC ‘HOROSCOPE’ (4Q534) IS, ACCORDING TO THAT OF THE FINAL PRINCE OF THE CONGREGATION, OR ROYAL MESSIAH. IT IS JUST AS LIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT THE TEXT ALLUDES TO THE MIRACULOUS BIRTH OF NOAH AND IT HAS THEREFORE BEEN PLACED TOGETHER WITH THE OTHER REMAINS OF NOAH LITERATURE (CF. PP. 554-5BELOW). 4Q561, ALSO IN ARAMAIC, IS TOO SHORT TO ALLOW AN IDENTIFICATION BUT IT IS UNLIKELY TO REFER TO NOAH AS THE QUALITIES SEEM TO BE IN SOME MIDDLE POSITION BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL. WHETHER THE SECTARIES FORECAST THE FUTURE BY MEANS OF ASTROLOGY, OR MERELY USED HOROSCOPE-LIKE COMPOSITIONS AS LITERARY DEVICES, IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DECIDE AT PRESENT, THOUGH I AM INCLINED TOWARDS THE LATTER ALTERNATIVE. THAT SUCH TEXTS ARE FOUND AMONG THE SCROLLS SHOULD NOT, HOWEVER, SURPRISE ANYONE. FOR IF MANY JEWS FROWNED ON ASTROLOGY, OTHERS, SUCH AS THE HELLENISTIC JEWISH WRITER EUPOLEMUS, CREDITED ITS INVENTION TO ABRAHAM! (SCRIPTURE AND TRADITION IN JUDAISM, LEIDEN, 1973, 80-82.) 
4Q 186, FR. 1: II: ...AND HIS THIGHS ARE LONG AND LEAN, AND HIS TOES ARE THIN AND LONG. HE IS OF THE SECOND COLUMN. HIS SPIRIT CONSISTS OF SIX (PARTS) IN THE HOUSE OF LIGHT AND THREE IN THE PIT OF DARKNESS. AND THIS IS HIS BIRTHDAY ON WHICH HE (IS TO BE/WAS?) BORN: IN THE FOOT OF THE BULL. HE WILL BE MEEK. AND HIS ANIMAL IS THE BULL. III ...AND HIS HEAD... [AND HIS CHEEKS ARE] FAT. HIS TEETH ARE OF UNEVEN LENGTH (?). HIS FINGERS ARE THICK, AND HIS THIGHS ARE THICK AND VERY HAIRY, EACH ONE. HIS TOES ARE THICK AND SHORT. HIS SPIRIT CONSISTS OF EIGHT (PARTS) IN THE HOUSE OF DARKNESS AND ONE FROM THE HOUSE OF LIGHT...
FR. 2: I: ...ORDER. HIS EYES ARE BLACK AND GLOWING. HIS BEARD IS...AND IT IS...HIS VOICE IS GENTLE. HIS TEETH ARE FINE AND WELL ALIGNED. HE IS NEITHER TALL, NOR SHORT. AND HE...AND HIS FINGERS ARE THIN AND LONG. AND HIS THIGHS ARE SMOOTH. AND THE SOLES OF HIS FEET... [AND HIS TOES] ARE WELL ALIGNED. HIS SPIRIT CONSISTS OF EIGHT (PARTS) [IN THE HOUSE OF LIGHT, OF] THE SECOND COLUMN, AND ONE [IN THE HOUSE OF DARKNESS. AND THIS IS] HIS BIRTHDAY ON WHICH HE (IS TO BE/WAS) BORN: ...AND HIS ANIMAL IS...
4Q561: ...MIXED BUT NOT TOO MUCH. HIS EYES WILL BE BETWEEN WHITE AND BLACK. HIS NOSE WILL BE LONG AND BEAUTIFUL. HIS TEETH WILL BE EVEN. HIS BEARD WILL BE THIN BUT NOT TOO MUCH SO. HIS LIMBS WILL BE SMOOTH AND BETWEEN REDUCED AND THICK...
PHASES OF THE MOON (4Q317)
SEVENTY-SIX FRAGMENTS OF AN ASTRONOMICAL TEXT WRITTEN IN A CRYPTIC ALPHABET RECORD THE PHASES OF THE MOON, DIVIDED INTO 1/14THS OF THE FULL SIZE OF THE MOON, OVER THE CONSECUTIVE DAYS OF A 364-DAY SOLAR CALENDAR. THIS HAS BEEN RECONSTRUCTED IN A FOURTEEN-LINE SECTION, BASED ON FR. 1 II, 2—14 AND SUPPLEMENTED WITH OTHER SMALLER FRAGMENTS.  
II: ...ON THE FIFTH (DAY) OF IT (THE MONTH), TWELVE (FOURTEENTHS OF THE MOON’S SURFACE) ARE COVERED AND THUS IT ENTERS THE DAY. ON THE SIXTH (DAY) OF IT THIRTEEN (FOURTEENTHS OF ITS SURFACE) ARE COVERED AND THUS IT ENTERS THE DAY. ON THE SEVENTH (DAY) OF IT [FOURTEEN (FOURTEENTHS OF ITS SURFACE)] ARE COVERED AND THUS] IT ENTERS THE DAY. VACAT. ON THE EIGHTH (DAY) OF IT...THE FIRMAMENT ABOVE...ITS LIGHT IS TO BE COVERED...ON THE FIRST OF THE SABBATH (SUNDAY). VACAT. [ON THE NINTH (DAY) OF IT ONE (FOURTEENTH) PORTION (OF ITS SURFACE)] IS REVEALED [AND THUS IT ENTERS THE NIGHT]. ON THE TENTH (DAY) OF IT [TWO (FOURTEENTHS OF ITS SURFACE)] ARE [REVEALED AND IT ENTERS] THE NIGHT. VACAT. ON THE ELEVENTH (DAY) OF IT THREE (FOURTEENTHS OF ITS SURFACE) ARE REVEALED AND THUS IT ENTERS THE NIGHT. VACAT.
A ZODIACAL CALENDAR WITH A BRONTOLOGION (4Q318)
A FASCINATING, BUT UNFORTUNATELY FRAGMENTARY, CALENDAR INDICATES THE PASSAGE OF THE MOON THROUGH THE VARIOUS ZODIACAL SIGNS DURING THE SUCCESSIVE MONTHS OF THE YEAR FROM NISAN TO ADAR. THE FRAGMENT BEGINS WITH THE MONTH OF TEVET, CONTINUES WITH T ISHRI AND ENDS WITH ADAR. THE LAST FOUR LINES OF COL. VIII HAVE PRESERVED A BRONTOLOGION, I.E. PREDICTION OF PRODIGIES OR ILL-OMENS BY MEANS OF AN INTERPRETATION OF THE SOUND OF THUNDER ON CERTAIN SPECIFIED DAYS OF THE MONTH. THE ACTUAL PREDICTION OF WOE SURVIVES ONLY AT THE END OF THE TEXT IN LINES 8-9. IT TAKES THE FORM OF A FAMINE AND THE INVASION OF THE COUNTRY BY A CONQUERING FOREIGN ARMY.  
VII: ...AND ON 13 AND 14 PISCES; ON 15 AND 16 ARIES; ON 17 AND 18 TAURUS; ON 19 AND 20 AND 21 GEMINI; ON 22 AND 23 CANCER; ON 24 AND 25 LEO; ON 26 AND 27 AND 28 [VIRGO; ON 29 AND 30 LIBRA] VACAT [TISHRI. ON 1 AND 2 SCORPIO; ON 3 AND 4 SAGITTARIUS; ON 5 AND 6 AND 7] CAPRICORN; ON 8 AND ON 13 AND 14 CANCER; ON 15 AND 16 LEO; ON 17 AND 18 VIRGO; ON 19 AND 20 AND 21 LIBRA; ON 22 [AND 23] SCORPIO; ON 24 AND 25 SAGITTARIUS; ON 26 AND 27 AND 28 [CAPRICORN]; ON 29 AND 30 AQUARIUS. VACAT. SHEVAT. ON 1 AND 2 PISCES; ON 3 AND 4 [ARIES; ON] 5 AND [6 AND] 7 TAURUS; ON 8 [AND 9 GEMINI]; ON 10 [AND 11] CANCER; ON 12 [AND] 13 AND 14 LEO; [ON 15 AND 16 VIRGO]; ON 17 AND 18 LIBRA; ON 19 AND 20 AND 21 SCORPIO; ON 22 [AND] 23 SAGITTARIUS; ON 24 AND 25 CAPRICORN; ON [26 AND] 27 AND 28 AQUARIUS; ON 29 AND 30 PISCES. VACAT. 
VIII: ADAR. ON 1 AND 2 ARIES; ON 3 AND 4 TAURUS; ON 5 [AND 6 AND 7 GEMINI]; ON 8 AND 9 CANCER; ON 10 AND 11 LEO; ON 12 AND 13 [AND 14] VIRGO; ON 15 AND [16 LIBRA; ON] 17 AND ON 18 SCORPIO ON 19 AND 20 (AND 21) SAGITTARIUS; ON 22 AND 23 CAPRICORN; [ON 24 AND 25] AQUARIUS; ON 26 AND 27 [AND 28] PISCES; ON 29 AND 30 ARIES. VACAT [IF IN TAURUS] IT THUNDERS... [AND] HARD LABOUR FOR THE COUNTRY AND SWORD IN THE COURT OF THE KING AND IN THE COUNTRY OF...TO THE ARABS (?) [...] STARVATION AND THEY WILL PILLAGE ONE ANOTHER... VACAT. IF IN GEMINI IT THUNDERS, TERROR AND AFFLICTION (WILL BE BROUGHT) BY STRANGERS AND BY...
ORDER OF DIVINE OFFICE (4Q334)
CAVE 4 HAS YIELDED SEVEN FRAGMENTS OF A LITURGICAL WORK MADE UP OF SIX COLUMNS, LISTING THE NUMBER OF SONGS AND WORDS OF PRAISE TO BE SUNG DURING THE NIGHT AND DURING THE DAY ON CONSECUTIVE DAYS OF THE MONTH. ONLY FRS. 2-4 CAN BE BUILT UP INTO A COHERENT TEXT. THE SCRIPT IS DATED TO THE END OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. 
AND ON THE EIGHTH (DAY) OF IT (OF THE MONTH) AT NIGHT: EIGHT SONGS AND FORTY-...WORDS OF PRAISE, AND DURING THE DAY: ...SONGS AND SIXTEEN WORDS OF PRAISE. AND ON THE NINTH (DAY) OF IT AT NIGHT: [EIGHT SONGS AND] FORTY-TWO WORDS OF PRAISE, AND DURING THE DAY: ...SONGS [AND ...WORDS OF PRAISE]. AND ON THE TENTH (DAY) OF IT AT NIGHT: EIGHT SONGS [AND... WORDS OF PRAISE, AND DURING THE DAY: ...SONGS] AND TWENTY WORDS OF PRAISE...
THE WORDS OF THE HEAVENLY LIGHTS (4Q504—6)
SURVIVING IN THREE FRAGMENTARY MANUSCRIPTS FROM CAVE 4 (4Q504-6), ‘THE WORDS OF THE HEAVENLY LIGHTS’ ARE COLLECTIVE PRAYERS FOR THE DAYS OF THE WEEK WHICH ARE FULL OF BIBLICAL REMINISCENCES. IN THE BESTPRESERVED OF THEM (4Q504), THE SABBATH AND THE FOURTH DAY ARE EXPRESSLY MENTIONED IN THE SURVIVING TEXT. THE EDITOR OF THE DOCUMENT, ATTRIBUTES TO IT AN EXAGGERATEDLY EARLY DATE, THE MID-SECOND CENTURY BCE.
4Q504: I: ...AMEN! AMEN! ... II: ...WE PRAY THEE, O LORD, DO IN ACCORDANCE WITH THYSELF, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GREATNESS OF THY MIGHT, THOU WHO DIDST PARDON OUR FATHERS WHEN THEY REBELLED AGAINST THY SAYING. THOU WERT ANGRY WITH THEM SO AS TO WISH TO DESTROY THEM, BUT BECAUSE OF THY LOVE FOR THEM AND FOR THE SAKE OF THY COVENANT - FOR MOSES HAD ATONED FOR THEIR SIN - AND IN ORDER THAT THY GREAT MIGHT AND THE ABUNDANCE OF THY MERCY MIGHT BE KNOWN TO EVERLASTING GENERATIONS, THOU DIDST TAKE PITY ON THEM. SO, LET THINE ANGER AND WRATH AGAINST ALL [THEIR] SIN TURN AWAY FROM THY PEOPLE ISRAEL. REMEMBER THY MARVELS WHICH THOU DIDST FOR THE POOR OF THE NATIONS. FOR WE WERE CALLED BY THY NAME... TO [CAUSE] US [TO REPENT] WITH ALL (OUR) HEART AND SOUL AND TO PLANT THY LAW IN OUR HEART [THAT WE MIGHT NEVER DEPART FROM IT, STRAYING NEITHER] TO RIGHT NOR TO LEFT. FOR THOU WILT HEAL US OF FOOLISHNESS AND OF BLINDNESS AND CONFUSION [OF HEART...BEHOLD] WE WERE SOLD BECAUSE OF OUR INIQUITIES BUT DESPITE OUR OFFENCES THOU DIDST CALL US...THOU WILT SAVE US FROM SINNING AGAINST THEE...AND TO MAKE US UNDERSTAND THE TESTIMONIES... 
III: ...BEHOLD, ALL THE NATIONS ARE AS NOTHING BESIDE THEE, THEY ARE COUNTED AS VOID AND NAUGHT BEFORE THEE. WE HAVE CALLED ON THY NAME ALONE. THOU HAST CREATED US FOR THY GLORY AND MADE US THY CHILDREN IN THE SIGHT OF ALL THE NATIONS. FOR THOU HAST NAMED ISRAEL ‘MY SON, MY FIRST-BORN’, AND HAST CHASTISED US AS A MAN CHASTISES HIS SON. THOU HAST BROUGHT US UP THROUGHOUT THE YEARS OF OUR GENERATIONS [BY MEANS OF] EVIL DISEASES, FAMINE, THIRST, PESTILENCE, AND THE SWORD...OF THY COVENANT. BECAUSE THOU HAST CHOSEN US [FROM ALL] THE EARTH [TO BE THY PEOPLE,] THEREFORE HAST THOU POURED OUT THINE ANGER [AND JEALOUSY] UPON US IN ALL THE FURY OF THY WRATH. THOU HAST CAUSED [THE SCOURGE] OF THY [PLAGUES] TO CLEAVE TO US OF WHICH MOSES WROTE, AND THY SERVANTS THE PROPHETS, THAT THOU WOULDST SEND EVIL AGAINST US IN THE LAST DAYS... 
IV: ...THY DWELLING-PLACE...A RESTING-PLACE IN JERUSALEM, THE CITY WHICH THOU HAST [CHOSEN] FROM ALL THE EARTH THAT THY [NAME] MIGHT REMAIN THERE FOR EVER. FOR THOU HAST LOVED ISRAEL ABOVE ALL THE PEOPLES. THOU HAST CHOSEN THE TRIBE OF JUDAH AND HAST ESTABLISHED THY COVENANT WITH DAVID THAT HE MIGHT BE AS A PRINCELY SHEPHERD OVER THY PEOPLE AND SIT BEFORE THEE ON THE THRONE OF ISRAEL FOR EVER. ALL THE NATIONS HAVE SEEN THY GLORY, THOU WHO HAST SANCTIFIED THYSELF IN THE MIDST OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL. THEY BROUGHT THEIR OFFERING TO THY GREAT NAME, SILVER AND GOLD AND PRECIOUS STONES TOGETHER WITH ALL THE TREASURES OF THEIR LANDS, THAT THEY MIGHT GLORIFY THY PEOPLE, AND ZION THY HOLY CITY, AND THE HOUSE OF THY MAJESTY. AND THERE WAS NEITHER ADVERSARY NOR MISFORTUNE, BUT PEACE AND BLESSING...AND THEY ATE AND WERE SATISFIED AND GREW FAT... 
V: ... [THEY FORSOOK] THE FOUNT OF LIVING WATERS...AND SERVED A STRANGE GOD IN THEIR LAND. ALSO, THEIR LAND WAS RAVAGED BY THEIR ENEMIES; FOR THY FURY AND THE HEAT OF THY WRATH OVERFLOWED, IN THE FIRE OF THY JEALOUSY, MAKING OF IT A DESERT WHERE NO MAN COULD GO AND RETURN. YET NOTWITHSTANDING ALL THIS, THOU DIDST NOT REJECT THE SEED OF JACOB, NEITHER DIDST THOU CAST AWAY ISRAEL TO DESTRUCTION, BREAKING THY COVENANT WITH THEM. FOR THOU ALONE ART A LIVING GOD AND THERE IS NONE BESIDE THEE. THOU DIDST REMEMBER THY COVENANT, THOU WHO DIDST RESCUE US IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL THE NATIONS, AND DIDST NOT FORSAKE US AMID THE NATIONS. THOU WERT GRACIOUS TOWARDS THY PEOPLE ISRAEL IN ALL THE LANDS TO WHICH THOU DIDST BANISH THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT REMEMBER TO RETURN TO THEE AND TO HEARKEN TO THY VOICE [ACCORDING TO] ALL THOU HADST COMMANDED BY THE HAND OF MOSES THY SERVANT. FOR THOU HAST SHED THY HOLY SPIRIT UPON US, BRINGING UPON US THY BLESSINGS, THAT WE MIGHT SEEK THEE IN OUR DISTRESS AND WHISPER (PRAYERS) IN THE ORDEAL OF THY CHASTISEMENT. WE HAVE ENTERED INTO DISTRESS, HAVE BEEN [STRI]CKEN AND TRIED BY THE FURY OF THE OPPRESSOR. FOR WE ALSO HAVE TIRED GOD WITH OUR INIQUITY, WE HAVE WEARIED THE ROCK WITH [OUR] SINS. [BUT] IN ORDER THAT WE MAY PROFIT, THOU HAST NOT WEARIED US WHO LEADEST [US] IN THE WAY IN [WHICH WE MUST WALK. BUT] WE HAVE NOT HEEDED... 
VI: ... [THOU HAST TAKEN AWAY] ALL OUR TRANSGRESSIONS AND HAST PURIFIED US OF OUR SIN FOR THINE OWN SAKE. THINE, THINE IS RIGHTEOUSNESS, O LORD, FOR IT IS THOU WHO HAST DONE ALL THIS! NOW, ON THE DAY WHEN OUR HEART IS HUMBLED, WE EXPIATE OUR INIQUITY AND THE INIQUITY OF OUR FATHERS, TOGETHER WITH OUR UNFAITHFULNESS AND REBELLION. WE HAVE NOT REJECTED THY TRIALS AND SCOURGES; OUR SOUL HAS NOT DESPISED THEM TO THE POINT OF BREAKING THY COVENANT DESPITE ALL THE DISTRESS OF OUR SOUL. FOR THOU, WHO HAST SENT OUR ENEMIES AGAINST US, STRENGTHENEST OUR HEART THAT WE MAY RECOUNT THY MIGHTY DEEDS TO EVERLASTING GENERATIONS. WE PRAY THEE, O LORD, SINCE THOU WORKEST MARVELS FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING, TO LET THINE ANGER AND WRATH RETREAT FROM US. LOOK ON [OUR AFFLICTION] AND TROUBLE AND DISTRESS, AND DELIVER THY PEOPLE ISRAEL [FROM ALL] THE LANDS, NEAR AND FAR, [TO WHICH THOU HAST BANISHED THEM], EVERY MAN WHO IS INSCRIBED IN THE BOOK OF LIFE...SERVE THEE AND GIVE THANKS TO [THY HOLY NAME] ...FROM THOSE WHO VEX THEM... 
VII: ...WHO DELIVEREST US FROM ALL DISTRESS. AMEN! [AMEN!] HYMNS FOR THE SABBATH DAY GIVE THANKS... [BLESS] HIS HOLY NAME ALWAYS...ALL THE ANGELS OF THE HOLY FIRMAMENT... [ABOVE] THE HEAVENS, THE EARTH AND ALL ITS DEEP PLACES, THE GREAT [ABYSS] AND ABADDON AND THE WATERS AND ALL THAT IS [IN THEM.] [LET] ALL HIS CREATURES [BLESS HIM] ALWAYS FOR EVERLASTING [AGES. AMEN! AMEN!] ...BLESS HIS HOLY NAME. SING TO GOD...
FR. 3: II: ...BLESSED BE THE GOD [LORD] WHO HAS GIVEN US REST. [AMEN], AMEN. [PRAYER ON THE] FOURTH DAY. REMEMBER, O LORD...
FR. 4: II: ...WE KNOW THESE THROUGH THY HOLY SPIRIT, WHICH THOU HAST GRANTED US. [HAVE MERCY ON US] AND REMEMBER US NOT FOR THE INIQUITIES OF THE MEN OF OLD IN ALL THEIR EVIL DEALINGS, [NOR] THEIR STIFF NECKS. THOU REDEEM US AND, [PRAY,] FORGIVE OUR INIQUITIES AND [OUR] SINS.
FR. 6: II: ...REMEMBER, PRAY, THAT WE ARE THY PEOPLE AND THAT THOU HAST CARRIED US MARVELLOUSLY [ON THE WINGS OF] EAGLES AND HAST BROUGHT US TOWARDS THEE. AND LIKE AN EAGLE WHICH ROUSES ITS NESTLINGS AND HOVERS OVER [ITS YOUNG], SPREADS OUT ITS WINGS, TAKES ONE AND CARRIES IT ON [ITS PINIONS], SO WE DWELL APART AND ARE NOT RECKONED AMONG THE NATIONS AND... THOU ART IN OUR MIDST IN THE PILLAR OF FIRE AND THE CLOUD [OF] THY HOLINESS WALKING BEFORE US, AND AS IT WERE THY GLORY IN OUR MIDST...
FR. 8 RECTO: II: ...REMEMBER, O LORD THAT...THOU HAST FASHIONED ADAM, OUR FATHER, IN THE LIKENESS OF [THY] GLORY; THOU DIDST BREATHE [A BREATH OF LIFE] INTO HIS NOSTRILS AND, WITH UNDERSTANDING, KNOWLEDGE [THOU DIDST GIVE HIM] ...THOU DIDST MAKE [HIM] TO RULE OVER THE GARDEN OF EDEN WHICH THOU DIDST PLANT...AND TO WALK IN THE LAND OF GLORY...HE GUARDED. AND THOU DIDST ENJOIN HIM NOT TO STRAY...HE IS FLESH AND TO DUST [HE WILL RETURN (?)] ...AND THOU, THOU KNOWEST...FOR EVERLASTING GENERATIONS...A LIVING GOD AND THY HAND...MAN IN THE WAYS OF... [TO FILL THE] EARTH WITH VIOLENCE AND TO SHED [INNOCENT BLOOD] ...
LITURGICAL PRAYER (1Q 34 AND 34 BIS)
THE FOLLOWING FRAGMENTS PUBLISHED, BELONG TO A COLLECTION OF PRAYERS FOR JEWISH FESTIVALS. THE TITLE OF THE PRESENT SECTION IS LOST, BUT REFERENCE TO THE RENEWAL OF THE COVENANT SEEMS TO INDICATE THAT WE HAVE HERE ANOTHER PART OF THE SECT’S PENTECOSTAL LITURGY.
I: ...THOU WILT CAUSE THE WICKED TO BE OUR RANSOM AND THE UNFAITHFUL TO BE OUR REDEMPTION. [THOU WILT] BLOT OUT ALL OUR OPPRESSORS AND WE SHALL PRAISE THY NAME FOR EVER [AND EVER]. FOR THIS HAST THOU CREATED US AND [TO SAY TO THEE] THIS: BLESSED ART THOU... 
II: ...THE GREAT LIGHT (OF HEAVEN) FOR THE DAYTIME, [AND THE LITTLE LIGHT (OF HEAVEN) FOR THE NIGHT] ...WITHOUT TRANSGRESSING THEIR LAWS...AND THEIR DOMINION IS OVER ALL THE WORLD. BUT THE SEED OF MAN DID NOT UNDERSTAND ALL THAT THOU CAUSED THEM TO INHERIT; THEY DID NOT DISCERN THEE IN ALL THY WORDS AND WICKEDLY TURNED ASIDE FROM EVERY ONE. THEY HEEDED NOT THY GREAT POWER AND THEREFORE THOU DIDST REJECT THEM. FOR WICKEDNESS PLEASES THEE NOT, AND THE UNGODLY SHALL NOT BE ESTABLISHED BEFORE THEE. BUT IN THE TIME OF THY GOODWILL THOU DIDST CHOOSE FOR THYSELF A PEOPLE. THOU DIDST REMEMBER THY COVENANT AND [GRANTED] THAT THEY SHOULD BE SET APART FOR THYSELF FROM AMONG ALL THE PEOPLES AS A HOLY THING. AND THOU DIDST RENEW FOR THEM THY COVENANT (FOUNDED) ON A GLORIOUS VISION AND THE WORDS OF THY HOLY [SPIRIT], ON THE WORKS OF THY HANDS AND THE WRITING OF THY RIGHT HAND, THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THE FOUNDATIONS OF GLORY AND THE STEPS TOWARDS ETERNITY... [THOU DIDST RAISE UP] FOR THEM A FAITHFUL SHEPHERD...
PRAYERS FOR FESTIVALS (4Q 507-9)
THREE BADLY WORN MANUSCRIPTS FROM CAVE 4 (4Q507-9) PARTLY CORRESPOND TO THE FOREGOING FRAGMENTS FROM CAVE 1 (1Q34 AND 34 BIS). THEY HAVE PRESERVED PRAYERS FOR FESTIVALS, TWO OF WHICH ARE EXPLICITLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE DAY OF ATONEMENT AND THE DAY OF FIRSTFRUITS. THE EDITOR, DATES THEM TO THE BEGINNING OF THE FIRST CENTURY CE.
4Q507, FR. 1: WE ARE (ENCOMPASSED) BY INIQUITY SINCE THE WOMB [PUSSY], AND SINCE THE BREAST [TITS] BY GUILT. WHILE WE LIVE, WE WALK IN INIQUITY...
4Q508, FR. 1 (CF. 1Q34 BIS): [AND THE RIGHTEOUS...TO GROW FAT THANKS TO THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN AND THE PRODUCE OF THE LAND, TO DISTINGUI]SH THE RIGHTEOUS FROM THE WICKED. AND THOU SHALT MAKE OF THE WICKED OUR EXPIATION, AND BY THE UPRIGHT THOU SHALT DESTROY ALL OUR OPPRESSORS. AND WE WILL PRAISE THY NA[M]E FOR EVER AND EVER. FOR [THOU HAST CREATED US FOR THIS] AND WE ANSWER THEE WITH THIS: BLESSED BE...
FR. 2 (CF. 1Q34 BIS): ...PRAYER FOR THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. REMEMBER O LORD, THE FEAST OF MERCIES AND THE TIME OF RETURN (?)...THOU HAST ESTABLISHED IT FOR US AS A FEAST OF FASTING, AND AN EVERLAS[TING] PRECEPT...THOU KNOWEST THE HIDDEN THINGS AND THE THINGS REVEAL[ED] ...FR. 3: ...THOU DIDST ESTABLISH [THY COVENANT] WITH NOAH...
4Q509, FR. 3 (CF. 1Q34 BIS): FOR THOU HAST CAUSED US TO REJOICE, REMOVING OUR GRIEF, AND HAST ASSEMBLED OUR BANISHED ONES FOR A FEAST OF...THOU SHALT GATHER OUR DISPERSED WOMEN FOR THE SEASON OF...THY [ME]RCIES ON OUR CONGREGATION LIKE RAIN-DROPS ON THE EARTH IN THE SEASON OF SOWING... AND LIKE SHOWERS ON THE GRASS IN THE SEASONS OF SPROUTING AND...WE SHALL RECOUNT THY MARVELS FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION. BLESSED BE THE LORD WHO HAS CAUSED US TO REJOICE...
FR. 132: II [PRAYER FOR THE DAY OF] FIRSTFRUITS. REMEMBER, O LORD, THE FEAST OF...AND THE PLEASING FREE-WILL OFFERINGS WHICH THOU HAST COMMANDED...TO BRING BEFORE THEE THE FIRSTFRUITS OF [THY] WORKS...
DAILY PRAYERS (4Q 503)
A MANUSCRIPT FROM CAVE 4 (4Q503) CONSISTING OF 225 PAPYRUS FRAGMENTS EDITED, LISTS EVENING AND MORNING BENEDICTIONS FOR EACH DAY OF THE MONTH. THE CALENDAR FOLLOWED APPEARS TO BE LUNAR SINCE EVENING PRECEDES MORNING. THE EDITOR PLACES THE WRITING IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE.
III: AND WHEN THE SUN RISES...THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN, THEY SHALL BLESS. ANSWERING THEY SHALL SAY: BLESSED BE THE GOD OF ISRAEL...TODAY...IN THE FOURTH OF THE GATES OF LIGHT...ON THE FIFTH OF THE MONTH IN THE EVENING, THEY SHALL BLESS. ANSWERING, THEY SHALL SAY: BLESSED BE THE GOD [OF ISRAEL] WHO HIDES...BEFORE HIM IN EVERY DIVISION OF HIS GLORY...TODAY THE FOURTEENTH...LIGHT OF THE DAY. PEACE BE ON YOU, ISRAEL... [WHEN THE SUN] RISES TO ILLUMINE THE EARTH, THEY SHALL BLESS, AND AGAIN THE NUMBER SHALL BE ELEVEN DAYS TO THE FEASTS OF JOY AND THE APPOINTED TIMES OF GLORY, FOR THIS DAY IS IN THE FIFTEENTH OF THE GATES OF LIGHT... [PEACE BE ON YOU,] ISRAEL. ON THE SIXTH OF THE MONTH IN THE EVENING, THEY SHALL BLESS. ANSWERING, THEY SHALL [SAY]: BLESSED BE THE GOD OF ISRAEL...AND WHEN [THE SUN RISES TO ILLUMINE THE EARTH, THEY SHALL BLESS. ANSWERING, THEY SHALL SAY…
FRS. 7-9: IV ... PEACE [BE ON YOU, ISRAEL] ...ON THE SEVENTH OF [THE MONTH IN THE EVENING, THEY SHALL BLESS. ANSWERING, THEY SHALL SAY:] BLESSED BE THE GOD OF ISRAEL...
FR. 11: ON THE TWELFTH OF THE MONTH IN THE EVENING [THEY SHALL BLESS] ... (THIS PROBABLY CONTINUES UP TO THE 26TH OF THE MONTH.)
PRAYER OR HYMN CELEBRATING THE MORNING AND THE EVENING (4Q 408)
ONE MEDIUM SIZED AND FIFTEEN OR SIXTEEN SMALL FRAGMENTS REPRESENT A COLLECTION OF LITURGICAL PRAYERS OF WHICH ONLY ONE CAN BE PARTLY TRANSLATED. THE DOCUMENT IS AKIN TO 4Q375 AND 376 AS WELL AS TO 1Q29. PALAEOGRAPHICALLY THE DOCUMENT IS PLACED IN THE LATE SECOND CENTURY BCE. 
FR. I: ...BLESSED ART THOU, O LORD, WHO ART RIGHTEOUS IN ALL THY WAYS. BE MIGHTY IN STRENGTH...IN THY JUDGMENTS. THOU WHO ART FAITHFUL...THOU ART UNDERSTANDING WITH ALL INTELLIGENCE...MIGHT. THOU WHO ART...TO BRING OUT...WHO HAST CREATED THE MORNING AS A SIGN TO REVEAL THE DOMINION OF THE LIGHT AS THE BOUNDARY OF THE DAYTIME...FOR THEIR WORK. TO BLESS THY HOLY NAME, THOU, HAST CREATED THEM. FOR THE LIGHT IS GOOD...THOU ART... WHO HAST CREATED THE EVENING AS A SIGN TO REVEAL THE DOMINION [OF DARKNESS] ...FROM LABOUR. THOU HAST CREATED THEM TO BLESS THY HOLY NAME WHEN THEY SEE THAT THE LIGHT IS GOOD AND WHEN...THOU HAST CREATED THE EVENING AS A SIGN (TO MARK) THE APPEARANCE OF THE DOMINION OF [DARKNESS] ...
BLESSINGS (1QSB=1Q28B)
THESE FRAGMENTS FROM A COLLECTION OF BLESSINGS WERE ORIGINALLY ATTACHED TO THE SCROLL CONTAINING THE COMMUNITY RULE AND THE MESSIANIC RULE. THEY HAVE BEEN SKILLFULLY PIECED TOGETHER TO DATE THEM TO AROUND 100 BCE. THE BLESSINGS WERE TO BE RECITED BY THE MASTER OR GUARDIAN, AND WERE, AS IT SEEMS, INTENDED FOR THE MESSIANIC AGE, AND PERHAPS FOR THE CEREMONY OF THE INSTITUTION OF THE NEW COMMUNITY. IT IS, HOWEVER, POSSIBLE THAT THEY WERE ACTUALLY USED DURING THE COURSE OF SOME LITURGY ANTICIPATING AND SYMBOLIZING THE COMING OF THE MESSIANIC ERA. ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE COVENANT ARE BLESSED FIRST, FOLLOWED BY SOMEONE WHO SEEMS TO BE THE PRIESTLY HEAD OF THE COMMUNITY, THE MESSIAH OF AARON. THE NEXT BLESSING IS ADDRESSED TO THE SONS OF ZADOK, THE PRIESTS (AND LEVITES?), AND FINALLY THE PRINCE OF THE CONGREGATION, THE MESSIAH OF ISRAEL, IS BLESSED. THE REST OF THE DOCUMENT IS LOST. FOR AN ADDITIONAL FRAGMENT, SEE, ‘A FURTHER FRAGMENT OF IQSB: THE SCHØYEN COLLECTION MS 1909’, JJS 46 (1995), 120-33.
THE BLESSING OF THE FAITHFUL
I: WORDS OF BLESSING. THE MASTER SHALL BLESS THEM THAT FEAR [GOD AND DO] HIS WILL, THAT KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND HOLD FAST TO HIS HOLY [COVENANT], AND WALK PERFECTLY [IN ALL THE WAYS OF] HIS [TRUTH], WHOM HE HAS CHOSEN FOR AN ETERNAL COVENANT WHICH SHALL ENDURE FOR EVER. MAY THE [LORD BLESS YOU FROM THE ABODE OF HIS HOLINESS]; MAY HE OPEN FOR YOU FROM HEAVEN AN ETERNAL FOUNTAIN WHICH [SHALL NOT FAIL]! MAY HE [FAVOUR] YOU WITH EVERY [HEAVENLY] BLESSING; [MAY HE TEACH YOU] THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE HOLY ONES! [MAY HE UNLOCK FOR YOU THE] EVERLASTING [FOUNTAIN; MAY HE NOT WITHHOLD THE WATERS OF LIFE FROM] THEM THAT THIRST!
THE BLESSING OF THE HIGH PRIEST [CHIEF OF POLICE]
III: MAY THE LORD LIFT HIS COUNTENANCE TOWARDS YOU; [MAY HE DELIGHT IN THE] SWEET ODOUR [OF YOUR SACRIFICES]! MAY HE CHOOSE [ALL] THEM THAT SIT IN YOUR PRIESTLY COLLEGE; MAY HE STORE UP ALL YOUR SACRED OFFERINGS, AND IN THE [SEASON OF] ...ALL YOUR SEED! MAY HE [LIFT] HIS COUNTENANCE TOWARDS ALL YOUR CONGREGATION! MAY HE PLACE UPON YOUR HEAD [A DIADEM] ...IN [EVERLASTING] GLORY; MAY HE SANCTIFY YOUR SEED IN GLORY WITHOUT END! MAY HE GRANT YOU EVERLASTING [PEACE] ...MAY HE FIGHT [AT THE HEAD OF] YOUR THOUSANDS [UNTIL THE GENERATION OF FALSEHOOD IS ENDED] ... [TO BEND] MANY PEOPLES BEFORE YOU...ALL THE RICHES OF THE WORLD...FOR GOD HAS ESTABLISHED ALL THE FOUNDATIONS OF...MAY HE LAY THE FOUNDATION OF YOUR PEACE FOR EVER!
THE BLESSING OF THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS & LIEUTENANTS]
WORDS OF BLESSING. THE MASTER SHALL BLESS THE SONS OF ZADOK THE PRIESTS, WHOM GOD HAS CHOSEN TO CONFIRM HIS COVENANT FOR [EVER, AND TO INQUIRE] INTO ALL HIS PRECEPTS IN THE MIDST OF HIS PEOPLE, AND TO INSTRUCT THEM AS HE COMMANDED; WHO HAVE ESTABLISHED [HIS COVENANT] ON TRUTH AND WATCHED OVER ALL HIS LAWS WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS AND WALKED ACCORDING TO THE WAY OF HIS CHOICE. MAY THE LORD BLESS YOU FROM HIS HOLY [ABODE]; MAY HE SET YOU AS A SPLENDID JEWEL IN THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION OF THE SAINTS! MAY HE [RENEW] FOR YOU THE COVENANT OF THE [EVERLASTING] PRIESTHOOD; MAY HE SANCTIFY YOU [FOR THE HOUSE] OF HOLINESS! MAY HE [JUDGE ALL] THE LEADERS BY YOUR WORKS, AND ALL [THE PRINCES] OF THE PEOPLES BY THE WORDS FROM OUT OF YOUR LIPS! MAY HE GIVE YOU AS YOUR PORTION THE FIRSTFRUITS OF [ALL DELECTABLE THINGS]; MAY HE BLESS BY YOUR HAND THE COUNSEL OF ALL FLESH! IV ...MAY EVERLASTING BLESSINGS BE THE CROWN UPON YOUR HEAD! ... [FOR] HE HAS CHOSEN YOU [TO] ...AND TO NUMBER THE SAINTS AND TO [BLESS] YOUR PEOPLE...THE MEN OF THE COUNCIL OF GOD BY YOUR HAND, AND NOT BY THE HAND OF A PRINCE...MAY YOU BE AS AN ANGEL OF THE PRESENCE IN THE ABODE OF HOLINESS TO THE GLORY OF THE GOD OF [HOSTS] ...MAY YOU ATTEND UPON THE SERVICE IN THE TEMPLE OF THE KINGDOM AND DECREE DESTINY IN COMPANY WITH THE ANGELS OF THE PRESENCE, IN COMMON COUNCIL [WITH THE HOLY ONES] FOR EVERLASTING AGES AND TIME WITHOUT END; FOR [ALL] HIS JUDGEMENTS ARE [TRUTH]! MAY HE MAKE YOU HOLY AMONG HIS PEOPLE, AND AN [ETERNAL] LIGHT [TO ILLUMINE] THE WORLD WITH KNOWLEDGE AND TO ENLIGHTEN THE FACE OF THE CONGREGATION [WITH WISDOM]! [MAY HE] CONSECRATE YOU TO THE HOLY OF HOLIES! FOR [YOU ARE MADE] HOLY FOR HIM AND YOU SHALL GLORIFY HIS NAME AND HIS HOLINESS...  
THE BLESSING OF THE PRINCE [MAJOR] OF THE CONGREGATION
V …THE MASTER SHALL BLESS THE PRINCE OF THE CONGREGATION...AND SHALL RENEW FOR HIM THE COVENANT OF THE COMMUNITY THAT HE MAY ESTABLISH THE KINGDOM OF HIS PEOPLE FOR EVER, [THAT HE MAY JUDGE THE POOR WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS AND] DISPENSE JUSTICE WITH {EQUITY TO THE OPPRESSED} (SCHØYEN) OF THE LAND, AND THAT HE MAY WALK PERFECTLY BEFORE HIM IN ALL THE WAYS [OF TRUTH], AND THAT HE MAY ESTABLISH HIS HOLY COVENANT AT THE TIME OF THE AFFLICTION OF THOSE WHO SEEK GOD. MAY THE LORD RAISE YOU UP TO EVERLASTING HEIGHTS, AND AS A FORTIFIED TOWER UPON A HIGH WALL! [MAY YOU SMITE THE PEOPLES] WITH THE MIGHT OF YOUR HAND AND RAVAGE THE EARTH WITH YOUR SCEPTRE; MAY YOU BRING DEATH TO THE UNGODLY WITH THE BREATH OF YOUR LIPS! [MAY HE SHED UPON YOU THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL] AND EVERLASTING MIGHT, THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF THE FEAR OF GOD; MAY RIGHTEOUSNESS BE THE GIRDLE [OF YOUR LOINS] AND MAY YOUR REINS BE GIRDLED [WITH FAITHFULNESS]! MAY HE MAKE YOUR HORNS OF IRON AND YOUR HOOVES OF BRONZE; MAY YOU TOSS LIKE A YOUNG BULL [AND TRAMPLE THE PEOPLES] LIKE THE MIRE OF THE STREETS! FOR GOD HAS ESTABLISHED YOU AS THE SCEPTRE. THE RULERS... [AND ALL THE KINGS OF THE] NATIONS SHALL SERVE YOU. HE SHALL STRENGTHEN YOU WITH HIS HOLY NAME AND YOU SHALL BE AS A [LION; AND YOU SHALL NOT LIE DOWN UNTIL YOU HAVE DEVOURED THE] PREY WHICH NAUGHT SHALL DELIVER...
BENEDICTIONS (4Q 280, 286-90)
FIVE FRAGMENTARY COPIES OF A TEXT CONTAINING LITURGICAL BLESSINGS AND CURSES, EACH UNIT ENDING WITH ‘AMEN, AMEN’, HAVE SURVIVED IN CAVE 4. OF THESE 4QBERAKHOTA (4Q286), PRESERVED ON THREE PHOTOGRAPHIC PLATES (PAM 43-311-13), PROVIDES CONTINUOUS PASSAGES. THEY PARALLEL COMMUNITY RULE II AND WAR RULE XIII, AND THE STYLE OF 4Q286 I ALSO RECALLS THE SONGS OF THE HOLOCAUST FOR THE SABBATH (4Q400-407). I AGREE WITH BILHAH NITZAN THAT 4QBERAKHOT IS PROBABLY AN INDEPENDENT VERSION OF PART OF THE CEREMONY OF THE RENEWAL OF THE COVENANT INCLUDED IN 1QS 11, 3-17. 4Q280 DEPENDS MAINLY ON COMMUNITY RULE II, BUT REVEALS SATAN’S SPECIFIC NAME, MELKIRESHA’ (MY KING IS WICKEDNESS), THE COUNTERPART OF MELCHIZEDEK (MY KING IS JUSTICE), CHIEF OF THE ARMY OF LIGHT (CF. BELOW, PP. 532, 571). 
4Q286=4QBERAKHOTA (BLESSINGS)
FR. 1A II: II: THE SEAT OF THY SPLENDOUR AND THE FOOTSTOOL OF THY GLORY IN THE [H]EIGHTS OF THY STANDING AND THY HOLY STEPPING-PLACE. AND THY GLORIOUS CHARIOTS, THEIR CHERUBIM AND THEIR WHEELS AND ALL [THEIR] COMPANIES; FOUNDATIONS OF FIRE AND FLAMES OF BRIGHTNESS AND SHININGS OF MAJESTY AND STREAMS OF FIRE AND WONDERFUL LUMINARIES; MAJESTY AND SPLENDOUR AND GLORIOUS HEIGHT, HOLY FOUNDATION AND SOURCE OF MAJESTY AND HEIGHT OF GLORY, MA[RVEL OF THAN]KSGIVINGS AND RESERVOIR OF MIGHT, SPLENDOUR OF PRAISES AND GREAT IN WONDERFUL THINGS AND HEALINGS AND MIRACULOUS DEEDS, FOUNDATION OF WISDOM AND PATTERN OF KNOWLEDGE AND SOURCE OF UNDERSTANDING, SOURCE OF PRUDENCE AND HOLY COUNSEL AND TRUE FOUNDATION, TREASURE-HOUSE OF INTELLIGENCE, BUILDING OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND PLACE OF UPRIGHTNESS, GREAT IN LOVING-KINDNESS AND IN MEEKNESS AND TRUE LOVING-KINDNESS AND EVERLASTING MERCIES AND MYSTERIES OF MARVELS IN THEIR REVELATIONS AND HOLY WEEKS IN THEIR APPOINTED TIME AND SQUADS OF MONTHS...OF YEARS IN THEIR CIRCUITS AND GLORIOUS FESTIVE SEASONS IN [THEIR] ...FIXED MOMENTS...AND THE SABBATICAL YEARS OF THE LAND IN [THEIR] DIVISIONS, APPOINTED TIMES FOR LIBERTY...ETERNITY...LIGHT AND DARKNESS...
FR. 2: ...THEIR...IN THE STRENGTH OF THEIR MAJESTY AND ALL THE SPIRITS OF THOSE WHO BRING TO THE SANCTUARY...IN [THEIR] COMPANIES AND IN THEIR DOMINIONS, THE MIGHTY OF THE ‘GODS’ WITH POWER. VACAT. ...ZEAL FOR JUDGEMENT WITH STRENGTH. VACAT. ... [THEY SHALL] ALL BLESS IN COMMUNITY THY HOLY NAME....HOLY OF HOLIES [THEY] WILL CURSE...KNOWLEDGE OF UNDERSTANDING...VACAT. ... JOYOUS CRY...
FR. 3: ...RULING ANGELS...IN ALL THEIR SERVICES...SPARKS AND LIGHTNINGS...THE ANGELS OF RAIN CLOUDS, AND HEAVY CLOUDS AND THICK [CLOUDS] AND DEWDROPS...AND ALL THE SPIRITS OF DOMINATIONS...WHEN THEY WERE CREATED...SUCCEED ONE ANOTHER...
FR. 5: ...THE EARTH AND EVERYTHING [ON IT, AND THE WORLD AND ALL ITS] INHABITANTS. THE GROUND AND ALL ITS DEVICES; THE EARTH AND ALL THAT EXIST ON IT. THE MOUNTAINS AND ALL THE HILLS; THE VALLEYS AND ALL THE RAVINES; THE DRY LAND...ITS CEDARS; THE LOW-LYING WOODS AND ALL THE DESERTS OF DESOLATION...AND ITS VOIDS; AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF ITS STRUCTURE. THE JACKALS AND... THE TALL TREES, THEIR FRUIT AND ALL THE CEDARS OF LEBANON...GRAIN, WINE AND OIL AND ALL THE PRODUCE...AND ALL THE WAVE-OFFERINGS OF THE WORLD IN TWELVE MONTHS...THY WORDS. AMEN, AMEN.
FR. 7A I: I: ...AND ALL THEIR ELECT...AND ALL WHO KNOW THE SONG OF...AND THE BLESSINGS OF TRUTH IN THE FESTIVE TIMES...AND THE KINGDOM SHALL BE LIFTED UP AMONG THE PEOPLES...THE ASSEMBLY OF THE PURE ‘GODS’ AND ALL WHO POSSESS EVERLASTING KNOWLEDGE TO PRAISE AND TO BLESS THY GLORIOUS NAME IN ALL THE [EVERLASTING AGES]. AMEN, AMEN.
FRS. 20+13+4Q288: [EVERY ONE SHOULD REBUKE HIS FELLOW IN TRUTH, AND VIRTUOUS HUMILITY AND WITH] RIGHTEOUS INTENTION [IN THE COMMUNITY OF GOD. AND WHOEVER] HAS ERRED WHEN RETURNING [TO THE TRUTH], THEY SHALL REBUKE HIM [ACCORDING TO] THEIR [COMMANDMENTS]. THEY SHALL REBUKE HIM AND HAVE MERCY ON HIM IF HE TRANSGRESSES. LET NO [MAN] BEAR GRUDGE AGAINST HIS FELLOW FROM ONE DAY TO ANOTHER. [LET HIM] NOT HATE HIM IN HIS HEART SO AS NOT TO BEAR GUILT BECAUSE OF HIM. AND WHATEVER IS REVEALED TO THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY LET HIM INSTRUCT [HIM WITH] HIS MERCIFUL LOVE AND WITH THE SPIRIT [OF HUMILITY HE SHALL DISTANCE HIM FROM THE DEEDS OF] DECEITFULNESS. THE GUARDIAN OF THE CONGREGATION SHALL ADMONISH HIM REGARDING ALL [THE REGULATIONS] PERFECTING HIS DEEDS FROM ALL SIN THROUGH REBUKING HIM BEFORE WITNESSES. LET NO MAN TAKE REVENGE ON HIS OWN BEHALF IN ANY MATTER FOR HE WILL BE PUNISHED [FOR SIX MONTHS/ONE YEAR (?)] ... LET NO ONE TAKE THE LAW [IN HIS OWN HAND, DISOBEYING THE ORDER OF HIS FELLOW. LET HIM NOT SPEAK TO HIM] IN ANGER OR OUT OF ENVY PROMPTED BY THE SPIRIT OF WICKEDNESS, DISREGARDING THE DIGNITY OF HIS COLLEAGUE WITH [HEATED] ANGER, STANDING UP AGAINST HIM WITHOUT [JUSTIFICATION].
4Q287 FR. 3: …AND THEY SHALL BLESS THY HOLY NAME WITH BENEDICTIONS OF...THE HOLY OF HOLIES. AND ALL THE CREATURES OF FLESH SHALL BLESS THEE, ALL OF THEM THAT THOU HAS CREATED...THE BEASTS AND THE BIRDS AND THE WORMS AND THE FISH OF THE SEA AND ALL...THOU HAST CREATED THEM ALL RENEWING... FR. 10: ...AGAINST THE ANOINTED ONES OF [HIS] HOLY SPIRIT...
4Q286 (4Q287, FR. 6) = 4QBERAKHOTB (CURSES OF BELIAL)
FR. 7 II: II: COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY SHALL ALL SAY TOGETHER, AMEN, AMEN. AFTERWARDS [THEY] SHALL DAMN BELIAL AND ALL HIS GUILTY LOT. THEY SHALL ANSWER AND SAY, CURSED BE [B]ELIAL IN HIS HOSTILE DESIGN, AND DAMNED IN HIS GUILTY DOMINION. CURSED BE ALL THE SPIRITS OF HIS LOT IN THEIR WICKED DESIGN, AND DAMNED IN THEIR THOUGHTS OF UNCLEAN IMPURITY. FOR THEY ARE THE LOT OF DARKNESS AND THEIR VISITATION IS FOR ETERNAL DESTRUCTION. AMEN, AMEN. CURSED BE THE WICKED ONE IN ALL THE AGES OF HIS DOMINIONS, AND MAY ALL THE SONS OF BELIAL BE DAMNED IN ALL THE WORKS OF THEIR SERVICE UNTIL THEIR ANNIHILATION [FOR EVER, AMEN, AMEN.] AND THEY SHALL CONTINUE TO SAY: BE CURSED, ANGEL OF PERDITION AND SPIRIT OF DESTRUCTION, IN ALL THE THOUGHTS OF YOUR GUILTY INCLINATION AND ALL YOUR ABOMINABLE [PLOTS] AND [YOUR] WICKED DESIGN, [AND] MAY YOU BE DAMNED...AMEN, AMEN. CURSED BE ALL THOSE WHO PRACTISE THEIR [WICKED DESIGNS] AND ESTABLISH [IN THEIR HEART] THEIR (EVIL) DEVICES, PLOTTING AGAINST GOD’S COVENANT...TO EXCHANGE THE JUDGEMENTS OF TRUTH FOR FOLLY.
4Q280=4QBENEDICTIONSF (CURSES OF MELKIRESHA’)
FR. 2: [MAY GOD SET HIM APART] FOR EVIL FROM THE MIDST OF THE SONS OF LIGHT BECAUSE HE HAS TURNED AWAY FROM FOLLOWING HIM. AND THEY SHALL CONTINUE SAYING: BE CURSED, MELKIRESHA IN ALL THE THOUGHTS OF YOUR GUILTY INCLINATION. MAY] GOD [DELIVER YOU UP] FOR TORTURE AT THE HANDS OF THE VENGEFUL AVENGERS. MAY GOD NOT HEED [WHEN] YOU CALL ON HIM. [MAY HE RAISE HIS ANGRY FACE] TOWARDS YOU. MAY THERE BE NO (GREETING OF) ‘PEACE’ FOR YOU IN THE MOUTH OF ALL THOSE WHO HOLD FAST TO THE FATHERS. MAY YOU BE CURSED WITH NO REMNANT, AND DAMNED WITHOUT ESCAPE. CURSED BE THOSE WHO PRACTISE THEIR WICKED DESIGNS AND ESTABLISH IN THEIR HEART YOUR (EVIL) DEVICES, PLOTTING AGAINST THE COVENANT OF GOD..., SEERS OF [HIS] TRUTH. WHOEVER REFUSES TO ENTER [HIS COVENANT, WALKING IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF HIS HEART] ...
CONFESSION RITUAL (4Q393)
FRAGMENTARY REMAINS OF A COMMUNAL CONFESSION OF SINS, SPOKEN IN THE FIRST-PERSON PLURAL, RECALL THE LANGUAGE OF PSALM LI, JEREMIAH AND DEUTERONOMY, AND RESEMBLE CONFESSION PRAYERS IN EZRA IX, 5-15; DANIEL IX, 4-19; 1QS 1, 24-11, 1. IN THE LATTER TEXT, THE PARALLEL CONFESSION IS PART OF THE CEREMONY OF THE RENEWAL OF THE COVENANT. THE SCRIPT IS DATED TO MID-FIRST CENTURY BCE.  
I: ...IN ORDER THAT THOU BE JUSTIFIED BY THY WORDS...WE WERE POURED OUT THROUGH OUR INIQUITIES...THEY STIFFENED THE NECK. OUR GOD, HIDE THY FACE FROM [OUR] SINS AND BLOT OUT ALL OUR INIQUITIES AND CREATE IN US A NEW SPIRIT, O LORD... [DO NOT] WITHHOLD FAITHFULNESS AND TO REBELS...AND BRING BACK SINNERS TO THEE. AND [DO NOT] REJECT FROM THEE THE BROKEN SPIRIT, O GOD. ACCORDING TO THY PEOPLE IN ORDER TO...AND ALWAYS ON...NATIONS AND KINGDOMS...THEIR WORDS...TO THY PEOPLES IN ORDER TO... 
II ...THE FAITHFUL GOD WHO KEEP [THE] COVENANT AND LOVING-KINDNESS TO THOSE WHO LOVE [THEE AND WHO KEEP THY COMMANDMENTS WHICH THOU DIDST COMMAND] TO MOSES. DO NOT FORSAKE THY PEOPLE [AND] THINE [IN]HERITANCE. AND LET NO MAN WALK IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF HIS [EVIL] HEART. O GOD, IN THY GOODWILL...THY PEOPLE AND THINE INHERITANCE SHALL NOT BE FORSAKEN AND LET NO MAN WALK IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF HIS EVIL HEART. AND WHERE IS STRENGTH? AND ON WHOM SHALT THOU CAUSE THY FACE TO SHINE WITHOUT HIS BEING PURIFIED? AND THEY SHALL BE SANCTIFIED AND EXALTED ABOVE EVERYTHING. IT IS THOU O LORD WHO HAST CHOSEN OUR FATHERS FROM OF OLD. THOU HAST CAUSED US TO STAND FOR THEM AS A REMNANT TO GIVE US (THE COVENANT) WHICH THOU HAST ESTABLISHED WITH ABRAHAM FOR ISRAEL THAT THEY MIGHT POSSESS THE PROUD...MIGHTY MEN, THE HOSTS OF THOSE WHO ARE POWERFUL, GIVING US HOUSES FILLED WITH...WATER, VINEYARDS AND OLIVE TREES [AND] AN INHERITANCE OF THE PEOPLE...
PURIFICATION RITUAL A (4Q 512)
BADLY WORN PAPYRUS FRAGMENTS FROM CAVE 4 (4Q512) CONTAIN PRAYERS: TO BE RECITED TO OBTAIN PURIFICATION FROM VARIOUS KINDS OF RITUAL UNCLEANNESS. IT SUGGESTS AN EARLY FIRST CENTURY BCE DATE FOR THE SCRIPT.
FRS. 29-32: VII: AND HE WILL BLESS THERE [THE GOD OF ISRAEL. ANSWERING, HE WILL SAY: BLESSED ART THOU, GOD OF ISRAEL. AND I STAND] BEFORE THEE ON THE FEAST...THOU HAST...ME FOR PURITY...AND HIS BURNT-OFFERING AND HE WILL BLESS. ANSWERING HE WILL SAY: BLESSED ART THOU, GOD OF ISRAEL, WHO HAST DELIVERED ME FROM ALL MY SINS AND PURIFIED ME FROM IMPURE INDECENCY AND HAST ATONED SO THAT I COME...PURIFICATION AND THE BLOOD OF THE BURNT-OFFERING OF THY GOODWILL AND THE PLEASING MEMORIAL...
FR. II: X: AND ON COMPLETING [HIS] SEVEN DAYS OF PURIFICATION...AND HE SHALL WASH HIS CLOTHES WITH WATER AND CLEANSE HIS BODY AND HE SHALL PUT ON HIS GARMENTS AND SHALL BLESS AGAIN...THE GOD OF ISRAEL...
PURIFICATION RITUAL B (4Q 4]14)
THIRTY-SIX BADLY DAMAGED FRAGMENTS, WRITTEN ON THE VERSO OF 4Q415, REPRESENT A PURIFICATORY RITUAL AND PRAYERS. THE SCRIPT DATES TO THE TURN OF THE ERA. SOME LINES ARE PARALLEL TO 4Q512, FRS. 42-44 II, 2—5. 
FR. 2 II 3-4: ...AND THOU SHALT PURIFY US ACCORDING [TO] THY PRECEPTS OF HOLINESS FOR THE FIRST, THE THIRD AND THE SEVENTH ...BY THE TRUTH OF THY COVENANT...TO BE PURIFIED FROM THE IMPURITY OF...AND THEN HE SHALL ENTER THE WATER...ANSWERING, HE SHALL SAY, ‘BLESSED ART THOU, GOD OF ISRAEL FOR FROM THE UTTERANCE OF THY MOUTH IS DECLARED THE PURITY OF ALL: TO BE SEPARATED FROM ALL THE GUILTY MEN OF UNCLEANNESS WHO CANNOT BE PURIFIED BY THE PURIFYING WATER...
A LITURGICAL WORK (4Q 392-3)
THIS IS A VERY RELIGIOUS TEXT, POSSIBLY A LITURGICAL WORK, BUT STRONGLY REMINISCENT OF THE LANGUAGE OF THE THANKSGIVING HYMNS. 
FR. 1: ...EACH TO BE UNITED WITH GOD AND NOT TO DEPART FROM ALL...AND THEIR SOUL WILL CLING TO HIS COVENANT AND...THE WORDS OF THE MOUTH OF...THE GOD...THE HEAVEN ABOVE AND TO SEARCH OUT THE WAYS OF THE SONS OF MAN (LEAVING) NO SECRET [IN THEIR HEART(?)]. HE CREATED DARKNESS AND LIGHT IS HIS, AND IN HIS DWELLING IS THE MOST PERFECT LIGHT, AND ALL GLOOMINESS CEASES BEFORE HIM. IT IS NOT FOR HIMSELF THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN LIGHT AND DARKNESS, FOR HE HAS DISTINGUISHED THEM FOR THE SONS OF MAN: LIGHT DURING THE DAY BY MEANS OF THE SUN; (AND DURING THE) NIGHT (BY MEANS OF) MOON AND STARS. THE INSCRUTABLE LIGHT IS WITH HIM, AND HIS KNOWLEDGE IS WITHOUT END, FOR ALL THE WORKS OF GOD ARE MULTIPLE (?). WE WHO ARE FLESH, SHOULD WE NOT CONSIDER THIS? WITH US...FOR COUNTLESS SIGNS AND WONDERS...WINDS AND LIGHTNINGS...SERVANTS OF THE MOST HOLY PLACE. FROM BEFORE HIM PROCEED THE LUMINARIES...
FRS. 2 AND 5 (4Q393 1 I): ...THEY DID NOT LISTEN TO THE SIGNS AND WONDERS...PLAGUES [WHICH NO KINGDOM HAS SEEN] UNTIL THIS DAY AND... HE HAS BROUGHT US OUT [OF THE LAND OF EGYPT] WITHOUT BEING COUNTED. IN THE MIGHTY WATERS HE MADE A PATH...THE GREAT [ABYSS] [AND HE MADE] HIM SINK LIKE STONE IN THE DEEP...
HISTORICAL AND APOCALYPTIC WORKS
APOCALYPTIC CHRONOLOGY OR APOCRYPHAL WEEKS (4Q 247)
A FRAGMENT CONSISTING OF SEVEN MUTILATED LINES, AND PALAEOGRAPHICALLY DATED TO THE LAST DECADES OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE, APPEARS TO BELONG TO AN APOCALYPTIC ACCOUNT OF WORLD HISTORY, DIVIDED INTO WEEKS OF YEARS AND POSSIBLY CENTRED ON THE TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM. DESPITE THE LACK OF CONTINUOUS NARRATION, THE SIGNIFICANT DETAILS JUSTIFY THE INCLUSION OF THIS TEXT IN THE VOLUME.  
...DETERMINED [END] ...AND AFTERWARDS WILL COME THE FIFTH WEEK...FOUR-HUNDRED [AND EIGHTY YEARS (AFTER THE EXODUS FROM EGYPT)] SOLOMON (BUILT THE TEMPLE; CF. 1 KINGS VI, 1) ... (IT WAS DESTROYED IN THE TIME) OF ZEDEKIAH KING OF JUDAH... (IT WAS RESTORED BY) THE LEVITES AND THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND... (FINAL STAGE) ...KING OF THE KITTIM...
HISTORICAL TEXT A (4Q248)
THE STORY TOLD IN THIS TEN-LINE FRAGMENT, WHICH CONTAINS ONLY BROKEN LINES, RESEMBLES THE ACCOUNT OF DANIEL XI CONCERNING THE ‘KING OF THE NORTH’ (ANTIOCHUS IV EPIPHANES) WHO INVADES EGYPT AND ILL-TREATS JERUSALEM. 
...IN EGYPT AND GREECE AND... THEREFORE, THEY SHALL EAT...THEIR SONS AND THEIR DAUGHTERS IN A SIEGE IN... AND (THE LORD) SHALL CAUSE [HIS] WIND TO PASS [THROUGH] THEIR COURTYARDS AND... HE SHALL COME TO EGYPT AND SELL HER DUST AND...TO THE CITY OF THE TEMPLE AND SHALL CAPTURE HER WITH ALL HER...AND HE SHALL TURN AGAINST THE LANDS OF THE NATIONS AND SHALL RETURN TO EGYP[T] ... [AND WHEN THE SHATTERING OF THE POWER OF THE HOLY PEOPLE [COMES TO AN END] ...WHEN ALL THESE [COME INTO BEING] THE CHILDREN [OF ISRAEL] SHALL RETURN...
HISTORICAL TEXTS C-E (FORMERLY MISHMAROT CA-C) (4Q331-3)
THREE VERY BADLY MUTILATED CALENDRIC DOCUMENTS INCLUDE REFERENCES TO JEWISH AND ROMAN HISTORICAL PERSONALITIES (SHELAMZION/SALOME ALEXANDRA, WIFE OF ALEXANDER JANNAEUS; HYRCANUS II, HER SON; YOHANAN THE HIGH PRIEST, PROBABLY JOHN HYRCANUS I; THE KITTIM (ROMANS) AND AEMILIUS (NO DOUBT M. AEMILIUS SCAURUS, GOVERNOR OF SYRIA). THEY ALL LIVED IN THE LATE SECOND OR THE FIRST HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. THE COMPOSITIONS RECALL THE EARLY RABBINIC HISTORICAL CALENDAR KNOWN AS MEGILLAT TAANIT (SEE HJP, 114-5). 
TEXT C (4Q331)
FR. 1 I: [THE] PRIEST...JOHANAN TO BRING TO... FR. 1 II: ...SHELAMZION...
TEXT D (4Q332)
FR. 2: ... [TO] GIVE HIM HONOUR AMONG THE ARAB[S] ...ON THE NINTH OF SHEBAT— THAT IS...WHICH IS THE TWENTIETH (DAY) OF THE MONTH...SHELAMZION CAME...TO OPPOSE...HYRCANUS REBELLED...TO OPPOSE... FR. 3: ...OF THE KITTIM KILLED... [ON THE] FIFTH [DAY] IN (THE WEEK OF) JEDAIAH THIS IS...
TEXT E (4Q333)
FR. 1: ...IN (THE WEEK OF) JEHEZEKEL WHICH IS...AEMILIUS KILLED... [IN] THE SEVENTH MONTH... (THE WEEK OF) GAMUL...AEMILIUS KILLED...
HISTORICAL TEXT F (4Q468E)
A TINY FRAGMENT IS THE ONLY SURVIVING PART OF A HISTORICAL DOCUMENT CONTAINING THE UNUSUAL NAME OF PW TL‘YS. THE EDITOR, READS IT AS PTOLLAS, A HELLENIZED FORM OF THE HEBREW NAME PUTIEL, AND PROBABLY IDENTICAL WITH A COMPANION OF HEROD’S SON ARCHELAUS, WHO ACCOMPANIED HIM TO ROME IN 4 BCE. THE JOURNEY WAS PRECEDED BY CIVIL RIOTS IN JERUSALEM WHICH WERE SUPPRESSED BY THE ARMY, KILLING THREE THOUSAND PEOPLE (CF. JOSEPHUS, ANT. XVII, 213-18; WAR II, 8-14)’ TWO OTHER SCHOLARS, (SEE JJS 50, 30811), SUGGEST A READING OF PEITHOLAUS, A PRO-ROMAN JEW ASSOCIATED WITH THE MASSACRE OF MANY OF HIS COMPATRIOTS IN MID-FIRST CENTURY BCE (CF. ANT. XIV, 84-5; WAR, I, 162-3).  
…TO KILL THE MULTITUDE OF MEN...POTLAUS/POTLAYS. AND THE PERSONS THAT… 
THE TRIUMPH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS OR MYSTERIES (1Q27, 4Q299-3011)
ORIGINALLY ENTITLED THE BOOK OF MYSTERIES, THESE FRAGMENTS EXPOUND THE FAMILIAR THEME OF THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL, BUT THEIR NATURE IS DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE. PERHAPS THEY DERIVE FROM A SERMON, OR FROM AN APOCALYPTICAL WRITING. THREE FURTHER MANUSCRIPTS (4Q299-301) YIELD BADLY DAMAGED FRAGMENTS BELONGING TO THE SAME WRITING. 4Q300 3 AND 4Q299 PARTLY OVERLAP WITH 1Q27. AN EARLIER PASSAGE MAY BE RECONSTRUCTED FROM 4Q300 AND 4Q299. 
1Q27 COMBINED WITH 4Q300, FR. 3 AND 4Q299, FR. 1: I ...ALL {SO THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL...} (4Q300) THE MYSTERIES OF SIN... {ALL THEIR WISDOM} (4Q300). THEY KNOW NOT THE MYSTERY TO COME, NOR DO THEY UNDERSTAND THE THINGS OF THE PAST. THEY KNOW NOT THAT WHICH SHALL BEFALL THEM, NOR DO THEY SAVE THEIR SOUL FROM THE MYSTERY TO COME. AND THIS SHALL BE THE SIGN FOR YOU THAT THESE THINGS SHALL COME TO PASS. WHEN THE BREED OF INIQUITY IS SHUT UP, WICKEDNESS SHALL THEN BE BANISHED BY RIGHTEOUSNESS AS DARKNESS IS BANISHED BY THE LIGHT. AS SMOKE CLEARS AND IS NO MORE, SO SHALL WICKEDNESS PERISH FOR EVER AND RIGHTEOUSNESS BE REVEALED LIKE A SUN GOVERNING THE WORLD. ALL WHO CLEAVE TO THE MYSTERIES OF SIN SHALL BE NO MORE; KNOWLEDGE SHALL FILL THE WORLD AND FOLLY SHALL EXIST NO LONGER. THIS WORD SHALL SURELY COME TO PASS; THIS PROPHECY IS TRUE. AND BY THIS MAY IT BE KNOWN TO YOU THAT IT SHALL NOT BE TAKEN BACK. DO NOT ALL THE PEOPLES LOATHE INIQUITY? AND YET IT IS SPREAD BY THEM ALL. DOES NOT THE FAME OF TRUTH ISSUE FROM THE MOUTH OF ALL THE NATIONS? YET IS THERE A LIP OR TONGUE WHICH HOLDS TO IT? WHICH NATION LIKES TO BE OPPRESSED BY ANOTHER STRONGER THAN ITSELF, OR LIKES ITS WEALTH TO BE WICKEDLY SEIZED? AND YET WHICH NATION HAS NOT OPPRESSED ANOTHER, AND WHERE IS THERE A PEOPLE WHICH HAS NOT SEIZED [ANOTHER]’S WEALTH? ...
4Q299, FR. 3A 4-6 (4Q300 5): ...AND WHAT SHALL MAN BE CALLED...WISE AND RIGHTEOUS, FOR MAN HAS NO... NOR CONCEALED WISDOM SAVE THE WISDOM OF WICKED CUNNING AND THE DESIGN OF...A DEED THAT SHALL NOT BE DONE AGAIN EXCEPT...THE WORD OF HIS [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND WHAT SHALL A MAN DO...WHO REBELS AGAINST THE WORD OF HIS [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SHALL BE EXPUNGED FROM THE MOUTH OF ALL...LISTEN, YOU WHO HOLD UP [TRUTH (?)] ...ETERNITY AND THE PLANS OF EXISTENCE AND THE THOU[GHTS] ... EVERY MYSTERY AND ESTABLISHES EVERY PLAN. HE IS THE AUTHOR OF ALL [THAT IS TO COME.] HE IS FROM BEFORE ETERNITY. ‘HE’ IS HIS NAME AND FOR EVER...
4Q300 1A-B II 4=4Q299 2 I 14: ...THE SORCERERS, EXPERTS IN SIN, HAVE UTTERED THE PARABLE AND PROCLAIMED THE RIDDLE IN ADVANCE. AND THEN YOU WILL KNOW IF YOU HAVE CONSIDERED...AND THE ATTESTATIONS OF HEAVEN...YOUR FOOLISHNESS FOR THE SEAL OF THE VISION IS SEALED AWAY FROM YOU. AND YOU HAVE NOT CONSIDERED THE MYSTERIES OF ETERNITY AND HAVE NOT COMPREHENDED UNDERSTANDING. THEN YOU WILL SAY...FOR YOU HAVE NOT CONSIDERED THE ROOT OF WISDOM. AND IF YOU OPEN THE VISION, IT WILL REMAIN SHUT FROM YOU...ALL YOUR WISDOM FOR THE...IS FOR YOU...HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] FOR WHAT IS THE HIDDEN WISDOM...
4Q301: FR.1: I WILL CAUSE MY SPIRIT TO FLOW AND I WILL DIVIDE MY WORDS FOR YOU ACCORDING TO YOUR KINDS...A PARABLE AND A RIDDLE. AND THOSE WHO SEARCH FOR THE ROOTS OF UNDERSTANDING TOGETHER WITH THOSE WHO HOLD UNTO THE [WONDERFUL] MYSTERIES...THOSE WHO ARE SILLY, AND THE SCHEMING MEN FOR ALL THE ACOMPLISHMENTS OF THEIR ACTIONS...
TIME OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (4Q 215A)
PREVIOUSLY CLASSIFIED AS PART OF THE TESTAMENT OF NAPHTALI (4Q215), THE FOUR FRAGMENTS OF 4Q215A, OF WHICH ONLY ONE IS TRANSLATABLE, BELONG TO A WORK OF POETIC ESCHATOLOGY. THE SUBJECT IS THE END OF WICKEDNESS AND THE PORTRAYAL OF FINAL BLESSEDNESS. 
FR. 1 II: ...AND THE STRESSFUL CONSTRAINT AND THE ORDEAL OF THE PIT AND THEY SHALL BE REFINED BY THEM TO BECOME THE ELECT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ALL THEIR WICKEDNESS WILL BE BLOTTED OUT (?) BECAUSE OF HIS LOVING-KINDNESS. FOR THE AGE OF WICKEDNESS IS COMPLETE AND ALL INJUSTICE HAS [PASSED] AWAY. [FOR] THE TIME OF RIGHTEOUSNESS HAS COME AND THE EARTH IS FULL WITH KNOWLEDGE AND THE PRAISE OF GOD. IN THE DAYS OF...HAS COME THE AGE OF PEACE AND THE PRECEPTS OF TRUTH AND THE TESTIMONY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS TO MAKE ONE UNDERSTAND THE WAYS OF GOD AND THE MIGHT OF HIS DEEDS FOR EVER AND EVER. EVERY...SHALL BLESS HIM AND EVERY MAN SHALL PROSTRATE HIMSELF BEFORE HIM. [AND THEY SHALL HAVE] ONE HEART. FOR HE KNOWS THEIR RECOMPENSE BEFORE THEY WERE CREATED AND HAD ASSIGNED THE SERVICE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AS THEIR BOUNDARIES...IN THEIR GENERATIONS. FOR THE DOMINION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS/OF GOODNESS HAS COME AND HE SHALL RAISE UP THE THRONE OF THE [KINGDOM], AND INTELLIGENCE IS GREATLY EXALTED; PRUDENCE AND SOUNDNESS ARE TRIED BY [HIS] HOLY DESIGN...
THE RENEWED EARTH (4Q 475)
A SINGLE FRAGMENT OF A POEM, PALAEOGRAPHICALLY DATABLE TO THE LATE FIRST CENTURY BCE, DEPICTS THE ESCHATOLOGICAL BLISS OF THE HOLY LAND. 
... [HE HAS] CHOSEN ZION, AND IN RIGHTEOUS LIFE... [AND] THEY DID FORGET [HIS PRECEPTS] AND DID NOT SEEK THEM. AND THE LAND... (HIS) HANDS IN THE MIDST OF THEM AND EXPLAINED TO THEM ALL THE [LAWS?] ...ALL THE EARTH SO THAT THERE WILL BE NO MORE GUILT IN THE LAND, NOR WILL BE...DESTRUCTION AND ALL HATRED AND THE WHOLE WORLD WILL BE LIKE A MOTH. AND ALL [ITS] INHABITANTS...AND THE LAND WILL BE AT REST FOR EVER, AND [ITS] INHABITANTS WILL... [AND THEY WILL BECOME] A BELOVED SON AND THEY WILL SEEK ALL OF IT, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS...
A MESSIANIC APOCALYPSE (4Q521)
COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS THE ‘RESURRECTION FRAGMENT’, THIS WRITING CONSISTS OF SIXTEEN FRAGMENTS. THE SCRIPT IS DATED TO THE BEGINNING OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. WHETHER THE DESIGNATION ‘APOCALYPSE’ IS FULLY JUSTIFIED IS A MOOT POINT: THE WRITING COMES ACROSS AS A COMPOSITION IN VERSE AKIN TO THE POETRY OF THE LATE BIBLICAL PERIOD. THE SURVIVING FRAGMENTS DO NOT APPEAR TO INCLUDE ANYTHING PATENTLY SECTARIAN. THE TERM ‘MESSIAH’, PROBABLY IN THE SINGULAR, IS USED WITHOUT THE ADDITION OF AARON OR ISRAEL, AND THE NOUN ‘HASIDIM’, ABSENT FROM THE BIG SCROLLS AND LITTLE ATTESTED ELSEWHERE, FIGURES IN LINES 5 AND 7. THE DIVINE NAME ‘LORD’ REPRESENTS, NOT THE TETRAGRAM, BUT ADONAI (FOUR TIMES). THE POEM INCORPORATES PS. CXLVI, 6-7 AND ISA. LXI, 1, THE LATTER CITED ALSO IN THE NEW TESTAMENT (LK. IV, 18). AS IN THE GOSPELS, HEALING AND RESURRECTION ARE LINKED TO THE IDEA OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD. LINE 12 FURNISHES THE MOST EXPLICIT EVIDENCE CONCERNING THE RAISING OF THE DEAD. FRAGMENT 7, LINE 6, REPEATS THE SAME IDEA, REFERRING TO GOD AS ‘HE WHO WILL RAISE THE DEAD OF HIS PEOPLE’. 
FR. 2: II: ...THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH WILL LISTEN TO HIS MESSIAH, AND NONE THEREIN WILL STRAY FROM THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE HOLY ONES. SEEKERS OF THE LORD, STRENGTHEN YOURSELVES IN HIS SERVICE! ALL YOU HOPEFUL IN (YOUR) HEART, WILL YOU NOT FIND THE LORD IN THIS? FOR THE LORD WILL CONSIDER THE PIOUS (HASIDIM) AND CALL THE RIGHTEOUS BY NAME. OVER THE POOR HIS SPIRIT WILL HOVER AND WILL RENEW THE FAITHFUL WITH HIS POWER. AND HE WILL GLORIFY THE PIOUS ON THE THRONE OF THE ETERNAL KINGDOM. HE WHO LIBERATES THE CAPTIVES, RESTORES SIGHT TO THE BLIND, STRAIGHTENS THE BENT (PS. CXLVI, 7-8). AND FOR EVER I WILL CLEAVE TO THE HOPEFUL AND IN HIS MERCY...AND THE FRUIT...WILL NOT BE DELAYED FOR ANYONE AND THE LORD WILL ACCOMPLISH GLORIOUS THINGS WHICH HAVE NEVER BEEN AS HE...FOR HE WILL HEAL THE WOUNDED, AND REVIVE THE DEAD AND BRING GOOD NEWS TO THE POOR (ISA. LXI, 1). ...HE WILL LEAD THE UPROOTED AND MAKE THE HUNGRY RICH...
FR. 7: ...THE EARTH AND ALL THAT IS ON IT; AND THE SEA [AND ALL THAT IS IN IT] AND ALL THE PONDS OF WATER AND RIVERS WHO ARE DOING GOOD BEFORE THE LORD...LIKE THOSE WHO CURSE AND ARE (DESTINED) FOR DEATH [WHEN] THE LIFEGIVER WILL RAISE THE DEAD OF HIS PEOPLE. AND WE WILL THANK AND PROCLAIM TO YOU THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LORD, WHO...
WISDOM LITERATURE
THE SEDUCTRESS (4Q184)
A LONG AND RELATIVELY WELL-PRESERVED WISDOM POEM FROM CAVE 4 (4Q184) DEPICTS, BY MEANS OF THE METAPHOR OF THE HARLOT, THE DANGERS AND ATTRACTION OF FALSE DOCTRINE. PALAEOGRAPHICALLY, THE TEXT IS DATED TO THE FIRST CENTURY BCE, BUT THE WORK MAY BE MUCH OLDER, POSSIBLY ANTEDATING THE QUMRAN SECT.
...SPEAKS VANITY AND... ERRORS. SHE [THIS IS THE LADY VICTORIA (THE FEMALE SENSE OF THE LORD LUCIFER) THE EVIL CREATOR OF THE ETERNAL TEMPTATION ALSO KNOWN AS BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN REVELATION 17:1-18:24 & THE TOTAL MAKE-UP OF SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, WHICH IS ETERNAL TEMPTING [UNRIGHTEOUS] DESIRE ORIGINALLY CREATED FROM THE LADY VICTORIA KNOWN AS BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH IN PROVERBS 8:30-31 & ISAIAH 47:1-15, BRINGS FORTH ETERNAL SEXUAL SIN ORIGINALLY CREATED FROM THE LORD LUCIFER THE EVIL CREATOR OF THE ETERNAL SEXUAL SIN KNOWN AS SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL IN PROVERBS 8:30-31 & ISAIAH 14:12-21 & THIS TOGETHER MAKES THE ETERNAL SEXUAL SIN FULLY GROWN, TO BRING FORTH & CREATES ETERNAL SEXUAL DEATH [GUILTINESS] IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23 & JAMES 1:13-15; 3:14-16; 4:1-6 & ACT 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30] IS EVER PROMPT TO OIL HER WORDS, AND SHE FLATTERS WITH IRONY, DERIDING WITH INIQUITOUS [SEXUAL CRIMINAL] LIPS. HER HEART IS SET UP AS A SNARE, AND HER KIDNEYS (AFFECTIONS) AS A FOWLER’S NETS. HER EYES ARE DEFILED WITH INIQUITY, HER HANDS HAVE SEIZED HOLD OF THE PIT. HER LEGS GO DOWN TO WORK WICKEDNESS, AND TO WALK IN WRONGDOINGS. HER... ARE FOUNDATIONS OF DARKNESS, AND A MULTITUDE OF SINS IS IN HER SKIRTS. HER... ARE DARKNESS OF NIGHT, AND HER GARMENTS... HER CLOTHES ARE SHADES OF TWILIGHT, AND HER ORNAMENTS PLAGUES OF CORRUPTION. HER COUCHES ARE BEDS OF CORRUPTION, AND HER...DEPTHS OF THE PIT. HER INNS ARE COUCHES OF DARKNESS, AND HER DOMINIONS IN THE MIDST OF THE NIGHT. SHE PITCHES HER DWELLING ON THE FOUNDATIONS OF DARKNESS SHE ABIDES IN THE TENTS OF SILENCE. AMID EVERLASTING FIRE IS HER INHERITANCE, NOT AMONG THOSE WHO SHINE BRIGHTLY. SHE IS THE BEGINNING OF ALL THE WAYS OF INIQUITY. WOE (AND) DISASTER TO ALL WHO POSSESS HER! AND DESOLATION TO ALL WHO HOLD HER! FOR HER WAYS ARE WAYS OF DEATH, AND HER PATHS ARE ROADS OF SIN, AND HER TRACKS ARE PATHWAYS TO INIQUITY, AND HER BY-WAYS ARE REBELLIOUS WRONG-DOINGS. HER GATES ARE GATES OF DEATH, AND FROM THE ENTRANCE OF THE HOUSE SHE SETS OUT TOWARDS THE UNDERWORLD. NONE OF THOSE WHO ENTER THERE WILL EVER RETURN, AND ALL WHO POSSESS HER WILL DESCEND TO THE PIT. SHE LIES IN WAIT IN SECRET PLACES, ...IN THE CITY’S SQUARES SHE VEILS HERSELF, AND SHE STANDS AT THE GATES OF TOWNS. SHE WILL NEVER REST FROM WHORING, HER EYES GLANCE HITHER AND THITHER. SHE LIFTS HER EYELIDS NAUGHTILY TO STARE AT A VIRTUOUS MAN AND JOIN HIM, AND AN IMPORTANT MAN TO TRIP HIM UP, AT UPRIGHT MEN TO PERVERT THEIR WAY, AND THE RIGHTEOUS ELECT TO KEEP THEM FROM THE COMMANDMENT, AT THE FIRMLY ESTABLISHED TO BRING THEM DOWN WANTONLY, AND THOSE WHO WALK IN UPRIGHTNESS TO ALTER THE STATUTE; TO CAUSE THE HUMBLE TO REBEL AGAINST GOD, AND TURN THEIR STEPS AWAY FROM THE WAYS OF JUSTICE, TO BRING INSOLENCE TO THEIR HEART, SO THAT THEY MARCH NO MORE IN THE PATHS OF UPRIGHTNESS; TO LEAD MEN ASTRAY TO THE WAYS OF THE PIT, AND SEDUCE WITH FLATTERIES EVERY SON OF MAN.
EXHORTATION TO SEEK WISDOM (4Q185)
LARGE FRAGMENTS OF A WISDOM POEM IN WHICH A TEACHER ENCOURAGES HIS ‘PEOPLE’, HIS ‘SONS’, THE ‘SIMPLE’, TO SEARCH FOR WISDOM HAVE BEEN PRESERVED IN CAVE 4 (4Q185). THE SCRIPT IS BELIEVED TO BE LATE HASMONAEAN, I.E. FROM THE FIRST HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. AS IS OFTEN THE CASE IN WISDOM LITERATURE, EVENTS OF THE PATRIARCHAL AND MOSAIC PAST ARE USED FOR DIDACTIC PURPOSES. 
I: ...AND YOU, SONS OF MEN, WOE TO YOU! FOR HE (MAN) SPROUTS FROM HIS GROUND LIKE GRASS, AND HIS GRACE BLOSSOMS LIKE A FLOWER. HIS GLORY BLOWS AWAY AND HIS GRASS DRIES UP, AND THE WIND CARRIES AWAY ITS FLOWER...SO THAT IT IS FOUND NO MORE...THEY SHALL SEEK HIM BUT SHALL NOT FIND HIM, AND THERE IS NO HOPE (FOR HIM); AND HIS DAYS ARE LIKE A SHADOW OVER THE EARTH. NOW PRAY HEARKEN TO ME, MY PEOPLE; HEED ME, O YOU SIMPLE; BECOME WISE THROUGH THE MIGHT OF GOD. REMEMBER HIS MIRACLES WHICH HE DID IN EGYPT, AND HIS MARVELS IN THE LAND OF HAM. LET YOUR HEART SHAKE BECAUSE OF HIS FEAR, II: AND DO HIS WILL...YOUR SOULS ACCORDING TO HIS GOOD GRACES, AND SEARCH FOR YOURSELF A WAY TOWARDS LIFE, A HIGHWAY TOWARDS...A REMNANT FOR YOUR SONS AFTER YOU. AND WHY HAVE YOU GIVEN UP YOUR SOUL TO VANITY, ...JUDGEMENT? HEARKEN TO ME, O MY SONS, AND DO NOT REBEL AGAINST THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. DO NOT WALK ... [BUT IN THE WAY HE ESTABLISHED] FOR JACOB, AND IN THE PATH WHICH HE DECREED FOR ISAAC. IS ONE DAY NOT BETTER...HIS FEAR, AND NOT TO BE AFFLICTED (?) BY DREAD AND THE FOWLER’S NET...TO BE SET APART FROM HIS ANGELS, FOR THERE IS NO DARKNESS, NOR GLOOM...AND YOU, WHAT DO YOU UNDERSTAND...BEFORE HIM EVIL SHALL GO TOWARDS EVERY PEOPLE. HAPPY IS THE MAN TO WHOM IT (WISDOM) HAS BEEN GIVEN THUS, ...THE EVIL, NOR LET THE WICKED BOAST, SAYING: IT HAS NOT BEEN GIVEN ME, NOR... [FOR GOD GAVE IT] TO ISRAEL, AND WITH A GOOD MEASURE HE MEASURES IT; AND HE WILL REDEEM ALL HIS PEOPLE, AND HE WILL PUT TO DEATH THOSE WHO HATE HIS WISDOM. SEEK HER [THIS IS THE LADY VICTORIA (THE FEMALE SENSE OF THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD) THE GOOD CREATOR OF THE ETERNAL UNTEMPTING [RIGHTEOUS] DESIRE KNOWN AS PENTECOST THE GREAT VIRGIN & THE LADY & MOTHER IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN WISDOM OF SOLOMON 7:22-8:1 & ACTS 2:1-21 AND THE TOTAL MAKE-UP OF DIVINE INTERCOURSE, WHICH IS ETERNAL UNTEMPTING [RIGHTEOUS] DESIRE, CREATED FROM THE LADY VICTORIA KNOWN AS PENTECOST & THE GREAT VIRGIN IN PROVERBS 8:22-29 & ACTS 1:7, BRINGS FORTH ETERNAL SEXLESS SINLESS CREATED FROM THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD THE GOOD CREATOR OF THE ETERNAL SEXLESS SINLESS KNOWN AS PENTECOST THE GREAT VIRGIN & THE LORD & FATHER IN PROVERBS 8:22-29, 1ST JOHN 3:9 & ACTS 1:7 & THIS TOGETHER MAKES THE ETERNAL SEXLESS SINLESS FULLY GROWN, TO BRING FORTH & CREATES ETERNAL SEXLESS LIFE [GUILTLESSNESS] IN JAMES 1:17-18; 3:13, 17-18; 4:7-10; 1ST PETER 5:5-11; 1ST JOHN 3:9 & ACTS 7:49-50; 17:22-30; 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30] AND FIND HER, GRASP HER AND POSSESS HER! WITH HER IS LENGTH OF DAYS AND FATNESS OF BONE, THE JOY OF THE HEART AND... HAPPY IS THE MAN WHO WORKS IT...WHO DOES NOT SEEK IT...OF DECEIT, NOR HOLDS TO IT WITH FLATTERIES. AS IT HAS BELONGED TO HIS FATHERS, SO WILL HE INHERIT IT, AND HOLD FAST TO IT WITH ALL THE STRENGTH OF HIS MIGHT, AND ALL HIS IMMEASURABLE...AND HE SHALL CAUSE HIS OFFSPRING TO INHERIT IT. I KNOW HOW TO LABOUR FOR GOOD... III ...GOD INSPECTS ALL THE CHAMBERS OF THE WOMB AND HE TRIES ALL ITS INWARD PARTS. [GOD SHAPES] THE TONGUE AND KNOWS ITS WORDS. GOD MAKES THE HAND [AND UNDERSTANDS THEIR DEEDS (?)] ...
A PARABLE OF WARNING (4Q302)
THIS TEXT COMPRISES EIGHTEEN BADLY DAMAGED PAPYRUS FRAGMENTS PALAEOGRAPHICALLY DATED TO THE END OF THE SECOND CENTURY BCE. THE TOPIC OF THE FIRST FRAGMENT SEEMS TO BE THE GIANT ‘GOOD’ TREE WHICH PRODUCES THORNS. 
FR. 2 II: II: SAGES, REFLECT ON THIS. IF A MAN HAS A GOOD TREE [WHICH GROWS] AS FAR AS HEAVEN [AND ITS BRANCHES REACH (?)] TO THE EXTREMITIES OF THE LANDS, YET IT PRODUCES THORNY FRUITS (?) ...FORMER RAIN AND LATTER RAIN...AND IN THIRST...
FR. 3 II: ...GOD WILL AVENGE HIMSELF ON YOU FOR YOUR TRANSGRESSION...YOUR DESIGNS AND HE DOES NOT STAND UP AGAINST YOU TO REBUKE YOU, AND TO DISPUTE WITH YOU. GOD’S SEAT IS IN HEAVEN AND HIS DOMINION IS OVER THE LANDS AND SEAS...
SAPIENTIAL DIDACTIC WORK A (4Q412)
THIS BADLY MUTILATED WISDOM COMPOSITION IS REPRESENTED BY FOUR FRAGMENTS. THEY CONTAIN ONLY ONE TRANSLATABLE SENTENCE. 
FR. 1: PUT A LOCK ON YOUR LIPS AND PROTECTING DOORS TO YOUR TONGUE...
A SAPIENTIAL WORK (I) (4Q413)
TWO FRAGMENTS HAVE PRESERVED THE FIRST FOUR LINES OF A COLUMN FROM A WISDOM COMPOSITION. THE SCRIPT IS HERODIAN, DATING TO THE TURN OF THE ERA. THE WORD ‘GOD’ IS WRITTEN WITH PALAEO-HEBREW LETTERS IN LINES 2 AND 4. 
...I WILL TEACH YOU [KNOWLEDGE(?)] AND WISDOM, AND UNDERSTAND THE WAYS OF MAN AND THE WORKS OF THE SONS OF MAN. [ACCORDING TO] GOD’S [LOVING-KINDNESS] TOWARDS MAN, HE HAS ENLARGED HIS INHERITANCE IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS TRUTH, AND ACCORDING TO HIS REJECTION OF EVERY EVIL MAN, NO-ONE WHO [WALKS AFTER] HIS EARS AND HIS EYES SHALL LIVE. AND NOW [HIS] LOVING-KINDNESS...THE ANCIENT, THEY WILL CONSIDER THE YEARS OF ALL THE GENERATIONS AS GOD HAS REVEALED...
A SAPIENTIAL WORK (II) (4Q415-18, 423, 1Q26)
A SUBSTANTIAL WISDOM COMPOSITION, PROBABLY DATING TO THE SECOND CENTURY BCE, HAS SURVIVED IN SIX FRAGMENTARY MANUSCRIPTS, ONE FROM CAVE 1 (1Q26) AND FIVE PARTLY OVERLAPPING SCROLLS FROM CAVE 4 (4Q415, 416, 417, 418A AND B AND 423). APART FROM THE LAST-MENTIONED MANUSCRIPT, DATED TO THE FIRST HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY CE, ALL ARE SAID TO BE EARLY HERODIAN (30—1 BCE). THE WORK IS UNQUESTIONABLY SECTARIAN AND DISPLAYS A TERMINOLOGY AKIN TO THE COMMUNITY RULE, THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT AND THE THANKSGIVING HYMNS. IT HAS BEEN ATTEMPTED TO RECONSTRUCT THE ORIGINAL WORK AND HE SUMS UP ITS CONTENTS AS FOLLOWS: ARGUMENT WITH A NEIGHBOUR; RELATIONSHIP OF THE ELECT TO GOD AND MAN; GOD AS PROVIDER FOR ALL HIS CREATURES; BUSINESS ETHICS; A MODEST LIFE; DEPOSIT TO BE RETURNED IN FULL; THE HOPE OF THE JUST MAN; DIVINE MYSTERIES TO BE STUDIED AND THE PRAISE OF GOD’S NAME; ATTITUDE TO PARENTS, WIFE, CHILDREN; THE ELECT AND THE SAGE’S ESCAPE FROM GOD’S ANGER; GOD AS PERMANENT JUDGE OF WICKEDNESS; GOD AS [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE HEAVENLY BEINGS AND LUMINARIES; GOD AS FUTURE JUDGE; MANKIND’S SUBMISSION TO GOD; THE FATE OF THE JUST AND THE WICKED; RELIGIOUS LIFE; FIRST-BORN SONS OF GOD IN PRAISE OF HIM; THE USE OF INSIGHT; GOD’S ETERNAL PLANT: THE SAINTS; GOD’S PROVIDENCE; THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE PORTIONS OF THE ELECT; THE FARMER AND THE GARDEN OF EDEN; WARNING: GOD IS TO TRY MAN. ‘THE RECONSTRUCTION OF SAPIENTIAL WORK A’, RQ16 (1995), 55980. 
4Q416, FR. 1 (=4Q418, FR. 2): FROM HEAVEN HE JUDGES THE WORK OF WICKEDNESS AND ALL THE SONS OF TRUTH WILL BE ACCEPTED... [UNTIL] HIS END AND ALL THOSE WHO HAVE WALLOWED IN IT SHALL BE FRIGHTENED AND SCREAM. FOR HEAVEN...THE WATERS AND ABYSSES SHALL BE FRIGHTENED, AND ALL THE SPIRITS OF FLESH SHALL BE LAID BARE. AND THE SONS OF HEAVEN...ITS JUDGEMENT. AND ALL INJUSTICE WILL YET COME TO AN END AND THE AGE OF TRUTH WILL BE COMPLETED...IN ALL THE EVERLASTING AGES. FOR HE IS THE GOD OF TRUTH, AND FROM THE BEGINNING OF YEARS...TO ESTABLISH RIGHTEOUSNESS BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL. ...FOR HIS IS A FLESHLY INCLINATION AND HIS FOUNDATION...
4Q416, FR. 2 II (4Q417 2 II, 4Q418 8, 21, 22, 4Q418A: …FOR HE OPENS HIS MERCIES...AND TO GIVE NOURISHMENT TO ALL THE LIVING. IF HE KEEPS HIS HAND TIGHT, THE SPIRIT OF ALL FLESH IS GATHERED IN. DO NOT TAKE...AND THE DEBTOR...LET HIM QUICKLY REPAY (HIS DEBT). AS FOR YOU, SETTLE WITH HIM, FOR YOU MUST KEEP AN EYE ON YOUR MONEY PURSE. ATTEND YOUR CREDITOR ON BEHALF OF YOUR FRIEND AND YOU HAVE GIVEN ALL YOUR LIFE FOR (?) HIM. GIVE QUICKLY WHAT IS HIS AND TAKE [YOUR] PURSE. LET YOUR SPIRIT NOT DIMINISH BECAUSE OF YOUR WORDS; DO NOT EXCHANGE YOUR HOLY SPIRIT FOR ANY WEALTH, FOR NO PRICE EQUALS IT...FOR NO MAN THRUSTS YOU AWAY. WITH FAVOUR SEEK HIS FACE AND SPEAK ACCORDING TO HIS TONGUE AND YOU WILL THEN FIND YOUR PLEASURE...DO NOT...DO NOT ABANDON YOUR PRECEPTS AND TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF WITH YOUR MYSTERIES. IF HE ASSIGNS YOU SOME WORK TO DO, DO NOT REST OR GIVE SLEEP TO YOUR EYES UNTIL YOU HAVE DONE [HIS] COMMANDMENTS...AND DO NOT ADD...AND IF IT IS TO BE HUMBLED, DO NOT...LIFT UP YOUR EYES AND SEE THAT MAN’S ZEAL IS GREAT FOR DECEITFUL IS THE HEART MORE THAN EVERY...AND ALSO, BY HIS GENTLE WISDOM YOU WILL HOLD FAST TO HIS SERVICE...YOU WILL CONSULT WITH HIM. AND YOU WILL BE HIS FIRST-BORN SON AND (HE WILL) HAVE COMPASSION ON YOU LIKE A MAN ON HIS ONLY SON...FOR YOU ARE HIS SERVANT AND HIS CHOSEN ONE DO NOT TRUST...AND DO NOT KEEP AWAKE BECAUSE OF...AND BECOME FOR HIM LIKE A SLAVE...DO NOT STRIKE HIM WHO IS WITHOUT YOUR STRENGTH LEST YOU STUMBLE AND YOUR SHAME INCREASE GREATLY. DO NOT SELL YOURSELF FOR WEALTH IT IS BETTER FOR YOU TO BE A SLAVE IN SPIRIT. AND SERVE YOUR MASTER FREELY AND DO NOT SELL YOUR GLORY FOR A PRICE [THIS MEANS THE LORD’S TRUTH, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH [JOHN 4:23-24] CANNOT BE SOLD WITH MONEY OR BOUGHT WITH MONEY OR ANYTHING SIMILAR IN ACTS 8:4-25]. DO NOT GIVE MONEY IN PLEDGE FOR YOUR INHERITANCE LEST IT IMPOVERISH YOUR BODY. DO NOT SATIATE YOURSELF WITH BREAD WHILE THERE IS NO CLOTHING. DO NOT DRINK WINE WHILE THERE IS NO FOOD. DO NOT SEEK LUXURY WHEN YOU LACK BREAD. DO NOT GLORIFY YOURSELF IN YOUR NEED IF YOU ARE POOR LEST YOU DEGRADE YOUR LIFE. ALSO, DO NOT TREAT WITH CONTEMPT THE VESSEL OF YOUR BOSOM (WIFE).
4Q417, FR. 2 I (=4Q416 FR. 2 I): ...EACH TIME SO THAT HE SHALL NOT FILL YOU AND ACCORDING TO HIS SPIRIT SPEAK AGAINST HIM...WITHOUT REBUKE. FORGIVE THE WORTHY AND... AND YOU SHALL NOT SWALLOW UP HIS SPIRIT, FOR YOU HAVE SPOKEN IN WHISPER...AND HE HAS RECITED QUICKLY HIS REBUKE...DO NOT OVERLOOK YOUR SIN...FOR HE IS AS RIGHTEOUS AS YOU ARE. FOR HE IS A PRINCE AMONG PRINCES...HE WILL DO. FOR HOW UNIQUE IS HE IN ALL ACTIVITY WITH[OUT] ...DO NOT RECKON AN UNJUST MAN AS A HELP, NOR ONE FILLED WITH HATRED... [APART FROM] THE WICKEDNESS OF HIS DEEDS AT HIS VISITATION. KNOW HOW TO WALK WITH HIM... LET INSTRUCTION NOT DEPART FROM YOUR HEART AND GOD WILL BE FOR YOU, YOURSELF. WIDEN...IN YOUR POVERTY, FOR WHO IS MORE INSIGNIFICANT THAN A POOR MAN. DO NOT BE JOLLY WHILE IN MOURNING LEST YOU LABOUR ALL YOUR LIFE. LOOK AT THE APPROACHING MYSTERY AND GRASP THE SOURCES (OR: BEGETTERS) OF SALVATION, AND KNOW WHO IS TO INHERIT GLORY OR INJUSTICE. WILL THEY NOT...AND FOR THEIR MOURNING EVERLASTING JOY...BE AN ADVOCATE FOR YOUR BUSINESS...ALL YOUR SINS. PRONOUNCE YOUR JUDGEMENT LIKE A RIGHTEOUS RULER. DO NOT TAKE...AND DO NOT OVERLOOK YOUR SIN [1ST JOHN 1:8, 10]. BE LIKE A POOR MAN IN YOUR DISPUTE; HIS JUDGEMENT...TAKE. THEN GOD WILL SEE AND HIS ANGER WILL CEASE, AND HE WILL FORGIVE YOUR SINS [1ST JOHN 1:9] ...FOR BEFORE HIS ANGER NO ONE CAN STAND, AND WHO IS RIGHTEOUS IN HIS JUDGEMENT? AND WITHOUT PARDON, HOW CAN THE POOR [STAND FIRM BEFORE HIM]? AND AS FOR YOU, IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF FOOD, YOUR NEED AND YOUR PLENTY...YOU WILL MAKE ABUNDANT. BE LED TO THE SUSTENANCE OF HIS DELIGHT, AND TAKE FROM HIM YOUR INHERITANCE AND DO NOT ADD AGAIN... [BY THE WORD] OF HIS MOUTH EVERYTHING IS AND WHATEVER HE FEEDS YOU WITH, EAT IT...OF YOUR LIFE. VACAT. IF IN YOUR, NEED YOU BORROW MONEY FROM PEOPLE DO NOT...DAY AND NIGHT AND THERE SHALL BE NO REST FOR YOUR SOUL [UNTIL] YOU HAVE REPAID [YOUR] CREDITOR [HIS MONEY]. DO NOT LIE TO HIM SO THAT YOU WILL NOT BEAR GUILT FOR IT. FURTHERMORE, BECAUSE OF THE REPROACH...YOU WILL NOT TRUST HIS NEIGHBOUR. IN YOUR NEED HE WILL CLOSE HIS HAND. YOUR STRENGTH...IF YOU RECEIVE A STROKE...DO NOT HIDE FROM HIM WHO STRIKES YOU SO THAT HE WILL NOT REVEAL YOUR SHAME...
4Q416 2 III (4Q417 2 II 26, 4Q418 9-10): ...AND REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE POOR...WHAT YOU LACK, YOU WILL NOT FIND... [IF SOMEONE HAS LEFT] A DEPOSIT WITH YOU, DO NOT PUT YOUR HAND ON IT LEST IT BE BURNT AND YOUR BODY BE DEVOURED BY ITS FLAME. AS YOU HAVE RECEIVED IT, SO RETURN IT AND YOU WILL REJOICE IF YOU HAVE NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR IT. ACCEPT NO GOODS FROM SOMEONE WHOM YOU DO NOT KNOW LEST HE INCREASE YOUR POVERTY. BUT IF HE HAS THRUST IT ON YOU, LET IT BE A DEPOSIT UNTIL DEATH, BUT DO NOT LET YOUR SPIRIT BE DESTROYED BY IT. THEN YOU WILL LIE WITH THE TRUTH AND YOUR MEMORY WILL FLOWER FOR EVER WHEN YOU DIE, AND YOUR POSTERITY WILL INHERIT JOY. YOU ARE POOR, DO NOT DESIRE ANYTHING SAVE YOUR INHERITANCE, AND DO NOT BE DEVOURED BY IT LEST YOU CHANGE YOUR BOUNDARY. BUT IF HE BRINGS YOU BACK TO GLORY, WALK IN IT, AND IN THE APPROACHING MYSTERY SEARCH ITS BEGINNINGS. THEN YOU WILL KNOW HIS INHERITANCE AND YOU WILL WALK IN RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR GOD WILL SHINE HIS FACE ON ALL YOUR WAYS. HONOUR HIM WHO GLORIFIES YOU AND PRAISE HIS NAME ALWAYS. FOR YOUR HEAD IS ABOVE THE SUMMIT OF THE MOUNTAINS AND HE HAS GIVEN YOU A SEAT AMONG THE NOBLES AND HAS MADE YOU TO RULE OVER AN INHERITANCE OF GLORY. SEEK ALWAYS HIS PLEASURE. YOU ARE A POOR MAN. DO NOT SAY: SINCE I AM POOR, I WILL NOT SEEK KNOWLEDGE. SHOULDER EVERY DISCIPLINE AND WITH EVERY...REFINE YOUR HEART, AND YOUR THOUGHTS WITH A MULTITUDE OF UNDERSTANDING. SEARCH THE APPROACHING MYSTERY AND CONSIDER ALL THE WAYS OF TRUTH, AND BEHOLD ALL THE ROOTS OF INJUSTICE. THEN YOU WILL KNOW WHAT IS BITTER FOR A MAN AND WHAT IS SWEET FOR A HUMAN BEING. HONOUR YOUR FATHER IN YOUR POVERTY AND YOUR MOTHER IN YOUR STEPS. FOR HIS FATHER IS LIKE GOD TO A MAN AND HIS MOTHER LIKE A RULER TO A HUMAN BEING. FOR THEY ARE THE CRUCIBLE FROM WHICH YOU WERE BORN AND AS HE PLACED THEM OVER YOU AS RULERS AND A FRAME FOR THE SPIRIT (?), SO SERVE THEM, AND AS HE HAS REVEALED TO YOU THE APPROACHING MYSTERY, HONOUR THEM FOR YOUR HONOUR’S SAKE AND IN... THE SPLENDOUR OF THEIR FACE FOR YOUR LIFE’S SAKE AND FOR THE LENGTH OF YOUR DAYS. AND IF YOU ARE AS POOR AS...WITHOUT PRECEPT. YOU HAVE TAKEN A WIFE IN YOUR POVERTY, TAKE THE OFFSPRING...FROM THE APPROACHING MYSTERY WHEN YOU ARE JOINED TOGETHER. WALK WITH THE HELPMATE OF YOUR FLESH...
4Q416 IV (4Q418 10 5-10): ...HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER AND HE WILL CLING [TO HIS WIFE AND THEY WILL BECOME ONE FLESH] HE MADE HIM RULE OVER HER AND SHE...HE DID NOT MAKE HER FATHER RULE OVER HER AND HE SEPARATED HER FROM HER MOTHER AND TOWARDS YOU [WILL BE HER LONGING AND SHE WILL BE] ONE FLESH FOR YOU. HE WILL SEPARATE YOUR DAUGHTER FOR ANOTHER AND YOUR SONS...AND YOU WILL BECOME ONE WITH THE WIFE OF YOUR BOSOM, FOR SHE IS THE FLESH OF YOUR NA[KEDNESS] AND WHOEVER RULES OVER HER APART FROM YOU HAS CHANGED THE BOUNDARY OF HIS LIFE. HE HAS MADE YOU TO RULE OVER HER SPIRIT SO THAT SHE MAY WALK ACCORDING TO YOUR PLEASURE. LET HER NOT INCREASE VOWS AND FREE-WILL OFFERINGS...BRING BACK (HER?) SPIRIT TO YOUR GOOD PLEASURE, AND ANNUL BY THE UTTERANCE OF YOUR MOUTH EVERY BINDING OATH OF HERS BY WHICH TO VOW A VOW. AND BY YOUR WILL, STOP HER...OF YOUR LIPS...FORGIVE HER FOR YOUR SAKE. LET HER NOT MULTIPLY...
4Q417 1 I (4Q418, FR. 43-45 I): ...AND YOU, O MAN OF UNDERSTANDING, ...LOOK ON...AND GRASP THE WONDERFUL MYSTERIES OF THE GOD OF AWE...LOOK AT THE APPROACHING MYSTERIES AND THE ANCIENT DEEDS...WHAT WAS AND WHAT WILL BE...IN EACH DEED AND DEED...DAY AND NIGHT HE MEDITATES ON THE APPROACHING MYSTERY AND STUDIES (IT) ALWAYS. THEN YOU WILL KNOW TRUTH AND INJUSTICE, WISDOM AND FOLLY...IN ALL THEIR WAYS TOGETHER WITH THEIR VISITATION FOR ALL THE ETERNAL AGES AND EVERLASTING VISITATION. THEN YOU WILL KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN [GO]OD AND EVIL RELATING TO THEIR DEEDS. FOR THE GOD OF KNOWLEDGE IS THE FOUNDATION OF TRUTH, AND THROUGH THE APPROACHING MYSTERY HE SET APART ITS FOUNDATION, THE WORK OF HIS HANDS...AND IN PURE UNDERSTANDING WERE REVEALED...THE SECRETS OF HIS THOUGHT WITH HIS PERFECT CONDUCT IN ALL HIS DEEDS. ALWAYS SEEK THESE EAGERLY, AND UNDERSTAND ALL THEIR RESULTS. AND THEN YOU WILL KNOW EVERLASTING GLORY AND HIS MARVELLOUS MYSTERIES, AND THE MIGHT OF HIS DEEDS. AND YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THE BEGINNING OF YOUR REWARD AT THE MEMORIAL OF THE TIME THAT HAS COME. ENGRAVED IS THE DECREE AND ALL THE VISITATION IS DETERMINED. FOR GOD’S ORDINANCE IS ENGRAVED OVER ALL THE INIQUITIES OF THE SONS OF SETH. AND A BOOK OF MEMORIAL IS WRITTEN BEFORE HIM FOR THOSE WHO KEEP HIS WORD. AND THIS IS THE VISION ISSUING FROM THE MEDITATION ON THE BOOK OF MEMORIAL. AND HE GAVE IT AS A HERITAGE TO MANKIND AND TO THE PEOPLE OF THE SPIRIT. FOR HIS (MAN’S) SHAPE IS MODELLED ON THE HOLY ONES, BUT MEDITATION BELONGS NO MORE TO THE FLESHLY SPIRIT, FOR IT CANNOT DISTINGUISH BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL ACCORDING TO THE JUDGEMENT OF ITS SPIRIT. AND YOU, SON OF UNDERSTANDING, LOOK...AT THE APPROACHING MYSTERY AND KNOW THE HERITAGE OF ALL THE LIVING. AND HIS CONDUCT AND HIS VISITATION...WHETHER LARGE OR SMALL...DO NOT BE TOUCHED BY WICKEDNESS...FOR WHOEVER IS TOUCHED BY IT WILL NOT BE INNOCENT. ACCORDING TO HIS INHERITANCE IN IT HE WILL BE WICKED...SON OF THE INTELLIGENT, CONSIDER YOUR MYSTERIES AND THE FOUNDATION OF...
4Q418, FR. 55: ...WATCHFULNESS WILL BE IN OUR HEART...AND CONFIDENCE IN ALL OUR WAYS. VACAT. ...KNOWLEDGE, AND THEY HAVE NOT SEARCHED FOR UNDERSTANDING, AND... HAVE NOT CHOSEN. VACAT. IS [HE] NOT THE GOD OF KNOWLEDGE, ...ON THE TRUTH, ESTABLISHING ALL THEIR WAYS OF UNDERSTANDING? HE HAS ASSIGNED TO ALL THOSE WHO INHERIT TRUTH...WATCHFULNESS...HAVE NOT PEACE AND QUIET...? [HAVE] YOU NOT KNOWN...? FOR THE HOLY ANGELS...IN HEAVEN [AND] ...TRUTH. AND THEY WILL PURSUE ALL THE ROOTS OF UNDERSTANDING, AND WATCH OVER...AND ACCORDING TO THEIR KNOWLEDGE THEY WILL BE HONOURED, ONE MORE THAN ANOTHER, AND IN CONFORMITY WITH HIS INTELLIGENCE WILL HIS HONOUR INCREASE...ARE THEY (THE ANGELS?) INERT LIKE MAN? ARE THEY QUIET LIKE A SON OF MAN? ARE THEY NOT...ETERNITY, INHERITING AN EVERLASTING POSSESSION? HAVE YOU NOT SEEN...?
4Q418, FR. 69 (4Q417 5 1-5): II: ...AND NOW, O YOU, FOOLISH HEARTS, WHAT GOOD IS TO (SOMEONE) WHO IS NOT... [WHAT] IS SILENCE FOR SOMEONE WHO DOES NOT EXIST, AND WHAT IS JUDGEMENT IF IT HAS NO FOUNDATION? WHY DO THE DEAD GROAN OVER THEIR...YOU HAVE BEEN SHAPED AND YOUR RETURN IS TO ETERNAL DESTRUCTION, FOR IT SHALL WAKE UP...YOUR SIN DARKNESS WILL ROAR AGAINST YOUR DISPUTE. AND ALL THOSE WHO WILL EXIST FOR EVER, THOSE WHO SEARCH TRUTH WILL BE AROUSED FOR YOUR JUDGEMENT [AND THEN] ALL THE FOOLISH HEARTS WILL BE DESTROYED, AND THE SONS OF INJUSTICE WILL BE FOUND NO MORE, AND ALL THE SUPPORTERS OF WICKEDNESS WILL BE PUT TO SHAME. THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE FIRMAMENT SCREAM AT YOUR JUDGEMENT AND ALL THE...WILL THUNDER. AND YOU, ELECT OF TRUTH AND PURSUERS OF [RIGHTEOUSNESS AND] JUDGEMENT...GUARDIANS OF ALL KNOWLEDGE, HOW WILL YOU SAY: WE LABOUR FOR UNDERSTANDING AND KEEP AWAKE TO PURSUE KNOWLEDGE...AND BE NOT WEARY IN ALL THE YEARS OF ETERNITY. WILL HE NOT DELIGHT IN TRUTH FOR EVER AND KNOWLEDGE...THE SONS OF HEAVEN WHOSE INHERITANCE IS ETERNAL LIFE, WILL THEY INDEED SAY: WE HAVE LABOURED IN THE WORKS OF TRUTH AND WE EXHAUSTED OURSELVES IN ALL THE AGES. WILL THEY NOT WALK IN ETERNAL LIGHT AND INHERIT GLORY AND GREAT SPLENDOR, AND YOU, O SON OF [UNDERSTANDING] ...
4Q418, FR. 81 (4Q423 8 1): YOUR LIPS ARE THE OPENING OF A SPRING TO BLESS THE HOLY, AND IN THE ETERNAL SPRING YOU HAVE PRAISED...THE HOLY... HAS SEPARATED YOU FROM EVERY SPIRIT (BOUND TO) FLESH. AS FOR YOU, SEPARATE FROM ALL THAT HE HATES, AND KEEP AWAY FROM ALL THE ABOMINATION OF THE SOUL. FOR HE HAS MADE ALL, AND CAUSED THEM TO INHERIT EACH HIS HERITAGE. HE IS YOUR PORTION AND YOUR HERITAGE AMONG THE SONS OF MAN, [AND] HE HAS MADE YOU RULER [IN] HIS HERITAGE. AND IN THIS YOU GLORIFY HIM, IN CONSECRATING YOURSELF TO HIM. WHEN HE MADE OF YOU THE HOLY OF HOLIES FOR THE WHOLE WORLD AND IN ALL THESE, HE CAST YOUR LOT. AND HE HAS MUCH INCREASED YOUR GLORY AND HAS MADE YOU THE FIRST-BORN FOR HIMSELF AMONG...AND I GIVE YOU MY GOODNESS. AS FOR YOU, IS NOT MY GOODNESS FOR YOU? IN HIS FAITHFULNESS HE HAS WALKED ALWAYS...YOUR DEEDS. AND AS FOR YOU, SEARCH HIS JUDGEMENTS FROM ALL YOUR ACCUSERS WITH ALL...LOVE HIM, AND WITH ETERNAL LOVING-KINDNESS, AND WITH MERCY TOWARDS ALL WHO KEEP HIS WORD. AND HIS ZEAL...AND AS FOR YOU, HE HAS OPENED UNDERSTANDING TO YOU AND HAS MADE YOU THE RULER OVER HIS TREASURY AND APPOINTED [YOU] A RECEPTACLE OF TRUTH...THEM WITH YOU, AND TO REVOKE ANGER FROM THE MEN OF GOODWILL BY YOUR HAND. AND TO VISIT... WITH YOU, AND BEFORE YOU TAKE YOUR HERITAGE FROM HIS HAND, GLORIFY (?) HIS HOLY ONES; AND BEFORE...HE HAS OPENED THE SPRING OF ALL THE HOLY ONES, AND EVERYONE CALLED HOLY BY HIS NAME...WITH ALL THE AGES, HIS BEAUTY AND SPLENDOUR TO BECOME AN EVERLASTING PLANT...WILL WALK ALL THOSE WHO INHERIT THE EARTH. FOR IN HEAVEN...AND YOU, O MAN OF UNDERSTANDING, IF HE HAS MADE YOU RULE OVER HANDCRAFT AND KNOWLEDGE...SECRET (?) TO ALL MORTAL MEN. AND FROM THERE YOU WILL SEEK YOUR PREY AND... UNDERSTAND MUCH. AND BY ALL YOUR INSTRUCTORS INCREASE IN LEARNING...BRING FROM YOUR POVERTY TO ALL THOSE WHO SEEK PLEASURE. THEN YOU WILL ESTABLISH...YOU WILL BE FILLED AND YOU WILL BE SATISFIED WITH PLENTY OF GOOD. BY THE SKILL OF YOUR HANDS...FOR GOD HAS ASSIGNED A HERITAGE TO ALL THE [LIVING] AND ALL THOSE WISE IN HEART HAVE BECOME INTELLIGENT...
FR. 103 II: ...FOR ALL OF THEM WILL SEEK THEIR TIMES AND EACH MAN ACCORDING TO [HIS] PLEASURE...LIKE A SPRING OF LIVING WATER WHICH CONTAINS A SECRET...DO NOT MIX WITH YOUR MERCHANDISE THAT WHICH... WHY SHOULD IT BE A MIXTURE LIKE A MULE, AND YOU SHOULD BE LIKE ONE DRESSED IN MIXED MATERIALS, IN WOOL AND IN LINEN, AND YOU SHOULD LABOUR WITH AN OX AND AN ASS (YOKED) TOGETHER. YOUR PRODUCE ALSO WOULD BE LIKE THAT OF ONE WHO SOWS MIXED SEEDS. LET THE SEED AND THE CROP AND THE PRODUCE OF THE [VINEYARD] BE HOLY...
4Q423, FRS. 1, 2: ...AND EVERY FRUIT THAT IS GROWN AND EVERY TREE THAT IS PLEASANT AND DESIRABLE PROVIDING UNDERSTANDING. IS THIS NOT A PLEASANT AND DESIRABLE GARDEN PROVIDING MUCH UNDERSTANDING? HE MADE YOU (ADAM) RULE OVER IT TO CULTIVATE AND GUARD IT. VACAT...THE SOIL WILL SPROUT FOR YOU THORN AND THISTLE AND IT WILL NOT GIVE YOU ITS STRENGTH...BECAUSE OF YOUR UNFAITHFULNESS. VACAT. ...SHE (EVE) GAVE BIRTH AND ALL THE SENTIMENTS OF HER WHO HAS CONCEIVED...ALL YOUR SECRETS...AND ALL YOUR AFFAIRS. FOR IT WILL SPROUT [FOR YOU] EVERYTHING...KNOWING EVIL, KNOWING GOOD?
4Q423 FR.5 5: ...AND BEWARE LEST YOU...THE JUDGEMENT OF KORAH. AND AS HE HAS UNSTOPPED YOUR EAR...AND THE PRINCE OF YOUR PEOPLE...HE HAS DIVIDED THE INHERITANCE OF ALL THE RULERS AND THE FORMATION OF EVERY [DEE]D IS IN HIS HAND. HE [KNOWS] THE REWARD OF [THEIR WORKS AND] JUDGES THEM ALL IN TRUTH. HE VISITS THE SONS AND THE FATHERS, [THE SOJOURNERS] (PROSELYTES) WITH ALL THE NATIVES. HE WILL SPEAK...IF YOU ARE A FARMER, PAY ATTENTION TO THE SEASONS OF THE SUMMER AND GATHER IN YOUR PRODUCE IN ITS TIME, AND THE PERIOD OF...THE GOOD WITH THE EVIL OBSERVE YOUR PRODUCE AND YOUR WORK, IN YOUR LABOUR CONSIDER...THE GOOD WITH THE BAD, THE INTELLIGENT MAN WITH THE FOOL.
A SAPIENTIAL WORK (III): WAYS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (4Q420-21)
TWO BADLY FRAGMENTED COPIES OF A WISDOM COMPOSITION PORTRAY THE BEHAVIOUR OF THE RIGHTEOUS MAN IN UNIVERSAL TERMS. HOWEVER, SINCE THE VOCABULARY OF 4Q421 1 I ECHOES THE TERMINOLOGY OF THE COMMUNITY RULE, THE WHOLE WORK MAY BE CLASSIFIED AS SECTARIAN. 
4Q420, FR. 1 (4Q421, FR. 1 II): II TO PRACTISE RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE WAYS OF GOD (4Q421 II). ...HE SHALL NOT REPLY BEFORE HE HAS HEARD, NOR SHALL HE SPEAK BEFORE HE HAS GAINED UNDERSTANDING. HE SHALL PATIENTLY RESPOND AND... SHALL ISSUE A WORD. HE SHALL SEEK TRUTH (AND) JUDGEMENT AND BY SEARCHING RIGHTEOUSNESS HE SHALL FIND ITS OUTCOME. A HUMBLE AND MODEST MAN SHALL NOT TURN BACK UNTIL...A FAITHFUL MAN SHALL NOT DEPART FROM THE WAYS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HE SHALL SET HIS HEART ON...AND THE BONES (OF) HIS HANDS ON...HE SHALL BE REDEEMED THROUGH RIGHTEOUSNESS; THROUGH UNDERSTANDING...HIS FIELDS. HIS TERRITORY...TO PRACTISE RIGHTEOUSNESS...
4Q421, FR. 1A I: ...HE SHALL BRING ALL HIS WISDOM, KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND GOOD THINGS [INTO THE COMMUNITY OF GOD] ... (CF. 1QS 1, 11-12) TO REGULATE ALL (PLACEMENT OF) ONE BEFORE ANOTHER...THE FIRST LOT WILL FALL. AND THUS, THEY SHALL SET OUT... (CF. 1QS 11, 21-23).
A SAPIENTIAL WORK INSTRUCTION-LIKE COMPOSITION (4Q424)
THE MAIN AIM OF THIS POETIC COMPOSITION IS TO INSTRUCT THE JUST MAN HOW TO ENSURE THE PROGRESS OF WISDOM BY NOT ENTRUSTING ITS PROPAGATION TO THE UNWORTHY. PALAEOGRAPHICALLY IT IS DATED TO THE SECOND HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. 
FR. 1: ...AND HE WILL CHOOSE TO BUILD IT, AND WILL SPREAD PLASTER ON ITS WALL. HE TOO...WILL BECOME LOOSE BECAUSE OF THE RAIN. DO NOT LEARN A PRECEPT IN THE COMPANY OF HYPOCRITES NOR COME TO THE FURNACE WITH A TOTTERER, FOR HE WILL MELT AWAY LIKE LEAD, AND WILL NOT STAND UP TO THE FIRE...AND DO NOT ENTRUST A SLEEPY MAN WITH SOMETHING DELICATE, FOR HE WILL NOT TREAT YOUR WORK GENTLY...DO NOT SEND...LEARNING (?), FOR HE WILL NOT SMOOTH DOWN YOUR PATHS. DO NOT SEND...A GRUMBLER TO PROCURE MONEY FOR YOUR NEED, NOR PUT YOUR TRUST IN A MAN WITH TWISTED LIPS, [FOR] HE WILL SURELY TWIST YOUR JUDGEMENT BY HIS LIPS. HIS DESIRE WILL NOT FOLLOW THE TRUTH, ...BY THE FRUIT OF HIS LIPS. DO NOT PUT A STINGY MAN IN CHARGE OF MONEY, ...METE OUT YOUR FOOD ACCORDING TO YOUR DESIRE...THOSE WHO BRING ABUNDANCE...BUT AT THE TIME OF GATHERING HE WILL BE FOUND UNGODLY. THE SHORT-TEMPERED...THE SIMPLE, FOR HE WILL SURELY SWALLOW THEM UP...
FR. 3: ...AND HE WILL NOT DO HIS DEED BY WEIGHING IT. A MAN WHO JUDGES BEFORE INQUIRY, AND ONE WHO BELIEVES BEFORE...DO NOT PUT HIM IN CHARGE OF THOSE WHO PURSUE KNOWLEDGE, FOR HE WILL NOT UNDERSTAND THEIR MANNER SO AS TO JUSTIFY THE JUST AND DECLARE THE WICKED [WICKED]; HE TOO WILL BE FOR CONTEMPT. DO NOT SEND A BLIND MAN TO BRING A VISION TO THE UPRIGHT; LIKEWISE, DO NOT SEND A MAN WHO IS HARD OF HEARING TO INQUIRE INTO JUDGEMENT, FOR HE WILL NOT SMOOTH OUT A QUARREL BETWEEN PEOPLE. LIKE ONE WHO SCATTERS INTO THE WIND...WHO DOES NOT TEST, SO IS HE WHO SPEAKS TO AN EAR WHICH DOES NOT LISTEN, AND TALKS TO A MAN DEEP ASLEEP THROUGH A SPIRIT... DO NOT SEND A ‘FAT-HEARTED’ (DENSE) MAN TO ACQUIRE THOUGHTS, FOR THE WISDOM OF HIS HEART IS HIDDEN, AND HE WILL NOT BE IN CHARGE OF HIS HEART, AND WILL NOT FIND WISDOM FOR HIS HANDS. AN INTELLIGENT MAN GAINS UNDERSTANDING, A KNOWING MAN WILL BRING FORTH WISDOM...AN UPRIGHT MAN DELIGHTS IN JUSTICE, A MAN OF TRUTH REJOICES IN... A MIGHTY MAN IS ZEALOUS FOR...HE IS AN ADVERSARY TO ALL CHANGERS OF BOUNDARIES, ...RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR THE POOR OF...HE DISPUTES WITH ALL WHO MOVE THE BOUNDARIES. A MERCIFUL MAN [GIVES] ALMS TO THE POOR. HE IS CONCERNED FOR ALL THOSE WITHOUT PROPERTY; THE SONS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS...
THE TWO WAYS (4Q473)
INSPIRED BY DEUTERONOMY XI, 26-28, THIS FRAGMENTARY TEXT, PALAEOGRAPHICALLY DATED TO THE END OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE, IS AKIN TO THE INSTRUCTION ON THE TWO SPIRITS IN THE COMMUNITY RULE (1QS 111, 13 IV, 25). 
...AND HE HAS PLACED [BEFORE YOU] TWO WAYS ONE WHICH IS GOOD AND ONE WHICH IS EVIL. IF YOU CHOOSE THE GOOD WAY, HE WILL BLESS YOU. BUT IF YOU WALK IN THE [EVIL] WAY, [HE WILL CURSE YOU] ...AND IN YOUR TENTS, AND HE WILL DESTROY YOU WITH...AND MILDEW, SNOW, ICE AND HAIL...WITH ALL.
BLESS, MY SOUL (BARKI NAFSHIA-E, 4Q434-438)
CAVE 4 HAS YIELDED FIVE MANUSCRIPTS (4Q434-438) OF A POETIC COMPOSITION DESIGNATED BY THE OPENING WORDS OF THE FIRST SECTION AS BARKI NAFSHI OR ‘BLESS, MY SOUL’. A SIXTH MANUSCRIPT (4Q439) IS SAID TO BE AKIN TO IT. THE PIECES TRANSLATED ARE NOT UNLIKE SOME OF THE THANKSGIVING HYMNS, BUT INCLUDE NO SECTARIAN FEATURES. 
4Q434, FR. I: BLESS, MY SOUL, THE LORD FOR ALL HIS MARVELS FOR EVER, AND MAY HIS NAME BE BLESSED. FOR HE HAS DELIVERED THE SOUL OF THE POOR, AND HAS NOT DESPISED THE HUMBLE, AND HAS NOT FORGOTTEN THE MISERY OF THE DEPRIVED. HE HAS OPENED HIS EYES TOWARDS THE DISTRESSED, AND HAS HEARD THE CRY OF THE FATHERLESS, AND HAS TURNED HIS EARS TOWARDS THEIR CRYING. HE HAS BEEN GRACIOUS TO THE HUMBLE BY HIS GREAT KINDNESS, AND HAS OPENED THEIR EYES TO SEE HIS WAYS, AND THEIR EARS TO HEAR HIS TEACHING. HE HAS CIRCUMCISED THE FORESKIN OF THEIR HEART, AND HAS DELIVERED THEM BECAUSE OF HIS KINDNESS, AND HAS DIRECTED THEIR FEET TOWARDS THE WAY. HE HAS NOT FORSAKEN THEM AMID THE MULTITUDE OF THEIR MISERY, NEITHER HAS HE HANDED THEM OVER TO THE VIOLENT, NOR HAS HE JUDGED THEM TOGETHER WITH THE WICKED. [HE HAS] NOT [DIRECTED] HIS ANGER AGAINST THEM, NEITHER DID HE ANNIHILATE THEM IN HIS WRATH. WHILE ALL HIS FURIOUS WRATH WAS NOT GROWING WEARY, HE HAS NOT JUDGED THEM IN THE FIRE OF HIS ARDOUR, BUT HE HAS JUDGED THEM IN THE GREATNESS OF HIS MERCY. THE JUDGEMENTS OF HIS EYES WERE TO TRY THEM, AND HE HAS BROUGHT HIS MANY MERCIES AMONG THE NATIONS, [AND FROM THE HAND OF] MEN HE HAS DELIVERED THEM. HE HAS NOT JUDGED THEM (AMID) THE MASS OF NATIONS, AND IN THE MIDST OF PEOPLES HE HAS NOT JUDGED [THEM]. BUT HE HID THEM IN HIS...HE HAS TURNED DARKNESS INTO LIGHT BEFORE THEM, AND CROOKED PLACES INTO LEVEL GROUND, HE HAS REVEALED TO THEM ABUNDANCE OF PEACE AND TRUTH. HE HAS MADE THEIR SPIRIT BY MEASURE, AND HAS ESTABLISHED THEIR WORDS BY WEIGHT, AND HAS CAUSED THEM TO SING(?) LIKE FLUTES. HE HAS GIVEN THEM A [PERFECT] HEART, AND THEY HAVE WALKED IN THE WAY OF HIS HEART, HE HAS ALSO CAUSED THEM TO DRAW NEAR TO THE WAY OF HIS HEART. FOR THEY HAVE PLEDGED THEIR SPIRIT. HE SENT AND COVERED THEM AND COMMANDED THAT NO PLAGUE [SHOULD AFFECT THEM]. HIS ANGEL FIXED HIS CAMP AROUND THEM; HE GUARDED THEM LEST [THE ENEMY?] DESTROY THEM.
FR. 1 II: II: ...IN [THEIR] MISERY [AND] AFFLICTIONS [AND] HE DELIVERED THEM [FROM] ALL AFFLICTION...AND THOU HAST DONE FOR THEM AGAINST THE SONS OF MAN AND THOU HAST DELIVERED THEM FOR THY SAKE...AND THEY EXPIATED FOR THEIR INIQUITIES AND THE INIQUITIES OF THEIR FATHERS, AND THEY ATONED IN WATER...BY THY JUDGEMENTS AND TO THE WAY WHICH THOU DIDST TEACH AGAIN...
FR. 2: ...TO COMFORT THE POOR WOMAN FOR HER MOURNING...THE NATIONS TO DESTRUCTION AND HE WILL RAZE THE PEOPLES. AND THE WICKED...RENEW THE WORKS OF THE HEAVEN AND OF THE EARTH, AND THEY WILL EXULT AND [THE WHOLE EARTH] WILL BE FILLED WITH HIS GLORY HE WILL ATONE [FOR] THEIR [GUILT] AND GREAT GOODNESS WILL COMFORT THEM...EATING ITS FRUIT AND GOODNESS. LIKE A MAN COMFORTED BY HIS MOTHER, SO WILL HE COMFORT THEM IN JERUSALEM. LIKE A BRIDEGROOM WITH THE BRIDE, SO WILL HE DWELL WITH HER FOREVER. FOR HIS THRONE IS FOR EVER AND EVER AND HIS GLORY...AND ALL THE NATIONS. ...THE ARMY OF HEAVEN WILL BE IN IT AND THEIR DELIGHTFUL AND... I WILL BLESS THE...BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]...
FR. 7B: ...THEIR PORTIONS FROM THERE FROM THE DESERT TO THE GATE OF HOPE. AND HE MADE A COVENANT WITH THEM FOR PEACE WITH THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN AND THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD. HE MADE MANURE OF THEIR ENEMIES, HE GROUND EDOM AND MOAB INTO DUST...
4Q436 (COMBINED WITH 4Q435I): I: …UNDERSTANDING TO STRENGTHEN THE CONTRITE HEART AND THE SPIRIT (WHICH IS) IN IT FOR EVER; TO COMFORT THE WEAK IN THE TIME OF THEIR DISTRESS AND THE HANDS OF THE FALLEN SO THAT THEY MAY RISE; TO MAKE INSTRUMENTS OF KNOWLEDGE; TO GIVE KNOWLEDGE TO THE WISE AND THE UPRIGHT TO INCREASE UNDERSTANDING; SO THAT THEY MAY UNDERSTAND THY DEEDS WHICH THOU HAST DONE IN THE YEARS OF OLD, IN THE YEARS OF ALL GENERATIONS. ETERNAL UNDERSTANDING WHICH...BEFORE ME, AND THOU KEEPEST THY LAW BEFORE ME AND THOU HAST ENTRUSTED THY COVENANT TO ME. AND THOU DOST STRENGTHEN THE HEART...TO WALK IN THY WAYS. THOU HAST VISITED MY HEART AND THOU HAST SHARPENED MY KIDNEYS (AFFECTIONS) THAT THEY MAY NOT FORGET THY PRECEPTS...THOU HAST...THY LAW. THOU HAST OPENED MY KIDNEYS AND HAST STRENGTHENED ME TO PURSUE THY WAYS...THOU HAST MADE MY MOUTH INTO A SHARP SWORD AND OPENED MY TONGUE FOR WORDS OF HOLINESS. AND THOU HAST SET DISCIPLINE [ON THEM] THAT THEY MAY NOT MEDITATE ON MAN’S ACTIONS, ON THE WHISPER OF HIS LIPS. THOU HAST STRENGTHENED MY FEET...AND WITH THY HAND THOU HAST STRENGTHENED MY RIGHT HAND. AND THOU HAST SENT ME ON THE STRAIGHT PATH. ...THOU HAST CHASED AWAY FROM ME. AND THOU HAST PLACED A PURE HEART IN ITS STEAD; THOU HAST CHASED AWAY THE EVIL INCLINATION [FROM MY] ... II: AND THOU HAST PLACED THE SPIRIT OF HOLINESS INTO MY HEART AND HAST TAKEN AWAY FROM ME THE EYES OF FORNICATION. AND THOU HAST LOOKED...THY WAYS; THOU HAST REMOVED FROM ME THE STIFF NECK AND REPLACED IT WITH HUMILITY. THOU HAST TAKEN AWAY [FROM ME] THE RAGE OF ANGER AND HAST PLACED IN ME THE SPIRIT OF PATIENCE [4Q435, FR. 1]. A HAUGHTY HEART AND LOFTY EYES THOU HAST...FROM ME...TO ME. THOU HAST BLOTTED OUT THE SPIRIT OF LIES [4Q435 I] ...HAST GIVEN ME...
4Q437 (COMBINED WITH 4Q434-5) FR. 2 I: I: ...FROM THE CONGREGATION OF THE SEEKERS AFTER...THEY HAVE CONCEALED [A NET] TO CATCH ME AND THEY PURSUED [MY] SOUL. ...THEIR SWORD PENETRATED THEIR HEART AND THEIR BOWS WERE BROKEN. FOR ALL THIS I WILL BLESS THY NAME DURING MY LIFE, FOR THOU HAST DELIVERED ME FROM THE TRAP OF THE NATIONS...PEOPLES. THY MERCIES ARE A SHIELD AROUND ME AND THOU HAST GUARDED MY SOUL AMONG THE NATIONS...THOU HAST [NOT] MADE MY FRIENDS ASHAMED OF ME. I HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN THY PRECEPTS. IN THE AFFLICTION OF [MY] SOUL [THOU HAST NOT FORSAKEN ME, AND] THOU HAST NOT HIDDEN THY FACE FROM MY SUPPLICATIONS. THOU HAST SEEN ALL MY MOANINGS AND MY INIQUITIES...WHEN MY SPIRIT WAS FAINTING, THOU HAST LISTENED TO MY VOICE. [THOU HAST HILDDEN [ME] IN THY QUIVER [AND] ...ME. THOU HAST MADE OF ME A POINTED ARROW; THOU HAST CONCEALED ME IN THE HIDING PLACE OF THY PALM. ...AND FROM THE MUD] THOU HAST DELIVERED ME LEST I SINK IN IT, AND FROM THE STREAM OF THE GENTILES LEST IT SWEEP ME AWAY AND FROM...AND I SANK IN ITS DEPTH. AND FROM HELL THOU HAST BROUGHT UP MY SOUL. THOU HAST PLACED LIFE [BEFORE ME] AND THOU HAST SEATED THE CONGREGATION OF THE MEN OF MARVELS BEFORE ME. AND AMONG THE CHILDREN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS THOU HAST COMFORTED ME. AND ACCORDING TO THE LINE OF JUDGMENT THOU HAST CHEERED UP MY SOUL, AND ACCORDING TO THE WEIGHT OF JUSTICE THOU HAST VIVIFIED MY SPIRIT. I BLESS THE LORD WITH ALL MY POWER AND I PRAISE HIS GOODNESS WITH THE JOY OF MY HEART. I HAVE REMEMBERED THEE, O LORD, AND MY HEART IS FIRM BEFORE THEE. I HAVE HOPED IN THY SALVATION, O LORD...I HAVE REMEMBERED. AND MY HEART HAS REJOICED AND MY HORN WILL RISE TOWARDS THEE. MY SOUL THIRSTS. [MY] SOUL CLEAVES TO THEE. ON THY DEEDS WILL I MEDITATE. I HAVE REMEMBERED THEE ON MY COUCH DURING THE WATCHES OF THE NIGHT.
A LEADER’S LAMENT (4Q439)
TWO SMALL FRAGMENTS HAVE SURVIVED OF A POETIC LAMENT BY A PERSON IN AUTHORITY. THE TEXT IS TOO SMALL TO ALLOW US TO DETERMINE WHETHER THESE ARE THE WORDS OR PSEUDEPIGRAPHIC WORDS OF A HEAD OF THE SECTARIAN COMMUNITY. 
FR. 1 I: I: ...TO ASSEMBLE THE RIGHTEOUS OF MY PEOPLE AND TO ESTABLISH THE WAY OF LIFE...TO BRING INTO THE COVENANT THE MEN OF MY COMPANY...MY INHERITANCE. THEREFORE, MY EYES ARE A SPRING OF WATER...DISCIPLINE AND THOSE WHO WILL STAND UP AFTER THEM, WHO...AND BEHOLD MY WHOLE CITY HAS CHANGED INTO THORNS...BEHOLD ALL MY JUDGES HAVE BECOME FOOLISH...MY RIGHTEOUS ONES SIMPLE-MINDED, WHO...TRAITORS...
FIGHT AGAINST EVIL SPIRITS (4Q444)
THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THE PERSON RECITING THIS PRAYER, OF WHICH SIX SMALL FRAGMENTS HAVE SURVIVED, IS TO CURSE THE SPIRITS OF WICKEDNESS. THE GENRE IS THE SAME AS 4Q510-11. 
FR. 1-4 I: I: AS FOR ME, ON ACCOUNT OF MY FEAR OF GOD HE HAS OPENED MY MOUTH, AND THROUGH HIS HOLY SPIRIT...TRUTH FOR ALL THESE. THEY HAVE BECOME SPIRITS OF DISPUTE IN MY BODY, PRECEPTS OF...FROM THE FRAME OF THE FLESH. AND GOD HAS PLACED IN [MY] HEART THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING, TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS...AND FORTIFY YOURSELF BY THE PRECEPTS OF GOD, AND TO FIGHT AGAINST THE SPIRIT OF WICKEDNESS AND NOT...HIS JUDGMENTS. CURSED BE...
SONGS OF THE SAGE (4Q510-11)
SCRAPS OF TWO MANUSCRIPTS FROM CAVE 4 (4Q510-11) REPRESENT A MIXTURE OF SAPIENTIAL PSALMS AND POEMS OF EXORCISM. THEIR EDITOR, ASSIGNS THE SCRIPT TO THE END OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE, OR THE TURNING OF THE ERA. THE FIRST FRAGMENT PRESERVES AN INTERESTING LIST OF NAMES OF DEMONS.
4Q510: ...PRAISES. BENEDICTIONS FOR THE KING OF GLORY. WORDS OF THANKSGIVING IN PSALMS OF...TO THE GOD OF KNOWLEDGE, THE SPLENDOUR OF POWER, THE GOD OF GODS, LORD OF ALL THE HOLY. [HIS] DOMINION IS OVER ALL THE POWERFUL MIGHTY ONES AND BY THE POWER OF HIS MIGHT ALL SHALL BE TERRIFIED AND SHALL SCATTER AND BE PUT TO FLIGHT BY THE SPLENDOUR OF THE DWELLING OF HIS KINGLY GLORY. AND I, THE MASTER, PROCLAIM THE MAJESTY OF HIS BEAUTY TO FRIGHTEN AND TERRIFY ALL THE SPIRITS OF THE DESTROYING ANGELS AND THE SPIRITS OF THE BASTARDS, THE DEMONS, LILITH, THE HOWLERS (?) AND THE YELPERS [ALARM OF SHORT PAINS]...THEY WHO STRIKE SUDDENLY TO LEAD ASTRAY THE SPIRIT OF UNDERSTANDING AND TO APPAL THEIR HEART AND THEIR...IN THE AGE OF THE DOMINATION OF WICKEDNESS AND THE APPOINTED TIMES FOR THE HUMILIATION OF THE SONS OF LIGHT, IN THE GUILT OF THE AGES OF THOSE SMITTEN BY INIQUITY, NOT FOR ETERNAL DESTRUCTION BUT FOR THE HUMILIATION OF SIN. EXALT, O JUST, THE GOD OF MARVELS. MY PSALMS ARE FOR THE UPRIGHT... MAY ALL WHOSE WAY IS PERFECT EXALT HIM.
4Q511, FR. 1: ...ON THE EARTH AND IN ALL THE SPIRITS OF HIS DOMINION ALWAYS. LET THE SEAS BLESS HIM IN THEIR TURN AND ALL THE CREATURES LIVING IN THEM. MAY THEY PROCLAIM THE...OF BEAUTY ALL OF THEM. LET THEM REJOICE BEFORE THE GOD OF JUSTICE WITH SHOUTS OF SALVATION, FOR THERE SHALL BE NO DESTROYER IN THEIR TERRITORIES, AND NO SPIRIT OF WICKEDNESS SHALL WALK IN THERE. FOR THE GLORY OF THE GOD OF KNOWLEDGE HAS SHONE FORTH IN HIS WORDS, AND NONE OF THE SONS OF INIQUITY SHALL ENDURE.
FR. 2: I FOR THE MASTER. [FIRST] SONG. PRAISE THE NAME OF HIS HOLINESS; ALL WHO KNOW [JUSTICE], EXALT HIM...HE PUT AN END TO THE CHIEF OF THE DOMINATIONS WITHOUT...ETERNAL [JOY] AND EVERLASTING LIFE, TO CAUSE LIGHT TO SHINE...HIS LOT IS THE BEST OF JACOB AND THE INHERITANCE OF GOD...OF ISRAEL...THEY WHO GUARD THE WAY OF GOD AND THE PATH OF HIS HOLINESS FOR THE SAINTS OF HIS PEOPLE. BY THE DISCERNING KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, HE PLACED ISRAEL IN TWELVE CAMPS...THE LOT OF GOD WITH THE ANGELS OF THE LUMINARIES OF HIS GLORY. IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THE PRAISES...HE HAS ESTABLISHED FOR THE FEAST OF THE YEAR AND FOR A COMMON GOVERNMENT THAT THEY MAY WALK [IN] THE LOT OF [GOD] ACCORDING TO [HIS] GLORY [AND] SERVE HIM IN THE LOT OF THE PEOPLE OF HIS THRONE. FOR THE GOD OF...
FR. 8: [FOR THE MASTER]. SECOND SONG TO FRIGHTEN THOSE WHO TERRIFY HIM...
FR. 18: II: I HAVE HATED ALL THE WORKS OF IMPURITY. FOR GOD HAS CAUSED THE KNOWLEDGE OF UNDERSTANDING TO SHINE IN MY HEART. JUST CHASTISERS (DEAL) WITH MY PERVERSITY, AND FAITHFUL JUDGES WITH ALL MY SINFUL GUILT. FOR GOD IS MY JUDGE AND BY THE HAND OF A STRANGER [HE] SHALL NOT...
FRS. 28-9: ...THEY SHALL REJOICE IN GOD WITH JUBILATION. AND I WILL THANK THEE FOR, BECAUSE OF THY GLORY, THOU, HAST SET KNOWLEDGE ON MY FOUNDATIONS OF DUST TO PRAISE THEE...OUT OF A SHAPE [OF CLAY] WAS I MOULDED AND FROM DARKNESS WAS I KNEADED...AND INIQUITY IS IN THE LIMBS OF MY FLESH...
FR. 30: THOU HAST SEALED...THE EARTH...AND THEY ARE DEEP. [THE HEAVENS AND THE HEAVENS OF THE] HEAVENS, AND THE ABYSSES AND THE DARK PLACES OF THE EARTH...THOU, O MY GOD, HAST SEALED THEM ALL AND THERE IS NONE TO OPEN (THEM) ...DOES ONE MEASURE BY THE HOLLOW OF A HUMAN HAND THE WATERS OF THE GREAT (OCEAN)? ARE [THE HEAVENS ESTIMATED BY THE SPAN (OF FINGERS)? IN ONE THIRD (OF A MEASURE)] CAN ANY CONTAIN THE DUST OF THE EARTH, AND WEIGH THE MOUNTAINS IN A BALANCE, OR THE HILLS IN SCAL[ES]? MAN DID NOT MAKE THESE. HOW CAN HE MEASURE THE SPIRIT OF [GOD]?
FR. 35: ...GOD IN ALL FLESH, AND AN AVENGING JUDGEMENT TO DESTROY WICKEDNESS, AND FOR THE RAGING ANGER OF GOD TOWARDS THOSE SEVEN TIMES REFINED. GOD SHALL SANCTIFY (SOME) OF THE HOLY AS AN EVERLASTING SANCTUARY FOR HIMSELF, AND PURITY SHALL ENDURE AMONG THE CLEANSED. THEY SHALL BE PRIESTS, HIS RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE, HIS HOST, SERVANTS, THE ANGELS OF HIS GLORY. THEY SHALL PRAISE HIM WITH MARVELLOUS PRODIGIES. I: I SPREAD THE FEAR OF GOD IN THE AGES OF MY GENERATIONS TO EXALT THE NAME... [TO TERRIFY] BY HIS MIGHT AL[L] THE SPIRITS OF THE ‘BASTARDS’, SUBDUING THEM BY [HIS] FEAR...
FRS. 63-4: II ...I WILL BLESS THY NAME AND IN MY APPOINTED PERIODS I WILL RECOUNT THY MARVELS AND I WILL ENGRAVE THEM AS PRECEPTS OF THY GLORY’S PRAISES. AT THE BEGINNING OF EVERY THOUGHT OF A KNOWING HEART AND (WITH) THE OFFERING OF THAT WHICH FLOWS FROM THE RIGHTEOUS LIPS WHEN READY FOR ALL TRUE WORSHIP AND WITH ALL...
FR. 63: III: AS FOR ME, MY TONGUE SHALL EXTOL THY RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR THOU HAST RELEASED IT. THOU HAST PLACED ON MY LIPS A FOUNT OF PRAISE AND IN MY HEART THE SECRET OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF ALL HUMAN ACTIONS AND THE COMPLETION OF THE DEEDS OF THE PERFECT OF WAY AND THE JUDGEMENTS REGARDING ALL THE SERVICE DONE BY THEM, JUSTIFYING THE JUST BY THY TRUTH AND CONDEMNING THE WICKED FOR THEIR GUILT. TO ANNOUNCE PEACE TO ALL THE MEN OF THE COVENANT AND TO UTTER A DREADFUL CRY OF WOE FOR ALL THOSE WHO BREACH IT... IV: MAY THEY BLESS ALL THY WORKS ALWAYS AND BLESSED BE THY NAME FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN, AMEN.
BEATITUDES (4Q525)
THE TITLE GIVEN TO THIS PIECE OF WISDOM POETRY, CONSISTING OF FIFTY MOSTLY SMALL FRAGMENTS PALAEOGRAPHICALLY DATED TO THE SECOND HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE, DERIVES FROM THE REPEATED USE OF ‘BLESSED’ (’ASHRE), MODELLED ON PS. I, 1, AND RECALLING THE BEATITUDES OF THE NEW TESTAMENT (MATTH. V, 3-11). THE MAIN STRUCTURAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MATTHEW AND 4Q525 LIES IN THAT THE FORMER EACH TIME LISTS THE REWARD OF THE VIRTUE FOR WHICH PEOPLE ARE BLESSED, WHEREAS THE CAVE 4 TEXT PROVIDES ORDINARY, MOSTLY ANTITHETIC, PARALLELISMS INSTEAD. 
II: BLESSED IS...WITH A PURE HEART AND DOES NOT SLANDER WITH HIS TONGUE. BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HOLD TO HER (WISDOM’S) PRECEPTS AND DO NOT HOLD TO THE WAYS OF INIQUITY. BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO REJOICE IN HER, AND DO NOT BURST FORTH IN WAYS OF FOLLY. BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO SEEK HER WITH PURE HANDS, AND DO NOT PURSUE HER WITH A TREACHEROUS HEART. BLESSED IS THE MAN WHO HAS ATTAINED WISDOM, AND WALKS IN THE LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. HE DIRECTS HIS HEART TOWARDS HER WAYS, AND RESTRAINS HIMSELF BY HER CORRECTIONS, AND ALWAYS TAKES DELIGHT IN HER CHASTISEMENTS. HE DOES NOT FORSAKE HER WHEN HE SEES DISTRESS, NOR ABANDON HER IN TIME OF STRAIN. HE WILL NOT FORGET HER [ON THE DAY OF] FEAR, AND WILL NOT DESPISE [HER] WHEN HIS SOUL IS AFFLICTED. FOR ALWAYS HE WILL MEDITATE ON HER, AND IN HIS DISTRESS, HE WILL CONSIDER [HER?] ...HE WILL PLACE HER BEFORE HIS EYES, SO AS NOT TO WALK IN THE WAYS OF [FOLLY]. ... FR. 5 ...DO NOT FORSAKE YOUR [INHERI]TANCE [TO THE NATIONS] NOR YOUR PORTION TO STRANGERS...FOR THE WISE...WILL INSTRUCT WITH SWEETNESS. THOSE WHO [F]EAR GOD OBSERVE HER (WISDOM’S) WAYS AND WALK IN [ALL] HER PRECEPTS AND DO NOT REJECT HER CORRECTIONS. THE INTELLIGENT WILL BRING OUT...AND ALL THOSE WHO WALK IN PERFECTION WILL TURN ASIDE INJUSTICE, BUT THEY WILL NOT REJECT HER ADMONITIONS AND WILL CARRY HER...THE SENSIBLE WILL RECOGNIZE HER WAYS [AND MEDITATE ON (?)] HER DEPTHS. ...WILL LOOK. THOSE WHO LOVE GOD WILL WITHDRAW TO IT (WISDOM) ... FR. 14 II: II... YOUR FEET WILL [WALK] IN AN OPEN PLACE AND YOU WILL ADVANCE ON THE HIGH GROUND OF YOUR ENEMY. [YOU WILL LOVE GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND WITH ALL] YOUR SOUL, AND HE WILL DELIVER YOU FROM ALL EVIL. TERROR WILL NOT COME UPON YOU...HE WILL MAKE YOU INHERIT. HE WILL FILL YOUR DAYS WITH GOOD AND YOU WILL WALK IN GREAT PEACE...YOU WILL INHERIT GLORY. AND YOU WILL END UP IN THE ETERNAL RESTING PLACE...AND ALL WHO KNOW YOU WILL WALK TOGETHER FOLLOWING YOUR TEACHING...WILL MOURN TOGETHER AND WILL REMEMBER YOU IN YOUR WAYS. FOR YOU WERE GOOD...AND NOW, LISTEN TO ME, O MAN OF UNDERSTANDING, AND LET YOUR MIND BE ATTENTIVE TO THE UTTERANCES OF MY LIPS. ALLOW KNOWLEDGE TO ENTER YOUR HEART (LITERALLY: BELLY) ...EXPRESS [YOUR] UTTERANCES WITH JUST HUMILITY [AND] GIVE NOT...DO NOT TURN AGAINST THE WORDS OF YOUR FRIEND SO THAT HE WILL NOT...TO YOU. ANSWER AS IS PROPER TO HIM WHO LISTENS TO YOU. BEWARE...DO NOT POUR OUT YOUR THOUGHT BEFORE YOU HAVE HEARD THEIR WORDS...GREATLY. FIRST LISTEN TO THEIR UTTERANCE AND AFTERWARDS ANSWER...WITH LONG-SUFFERING EXPRESS THEM AND ANSWER CORRECTLY AMONG PRINCES. ...WITH YOUR LIPS AND A STUMBLING BLOCK OF THE TONGUE. BEWARE GREATLY...LEST YOU ARE CAUGHT BY YOUR LIPS AS WELL AS ENSNARED BY [YOUR] TONGUE...UNSEEMLY WORDS...FROM ME AND WERE TWISTED...
BIBLE INTERPRETATION
INTRODUCTORY NOTE
FIVE TYPES OF BIBLICAL COMMENTARY HAVE BEEN RECOVERED FROM THE QUMRAN CAVES. THE FIRST AND LEAST DEVELOPED FORM OF EXEGESIS IS CONTAINED IN THE SO-CALLED ‘REWORKED PENTATEUCH’ TEXTS, CONSISTING OF A QUASITRADITIONAL TEXT OF THE BIBLE, OCCASIONALLY REARRANGED AND SUPPLEMENTED. TO THIS CATEGORY BELONG 4Q158, 364-7, 422, 382, ETC. THE TEMPLE SCROLL (11Q19-20) MAY ALSO BE ASSIGNED TO THIS GROUP, AS WELL AS THE FAIRLY, THOUGH NOT STRICTLY, LITERAL ARAMAIC TRANSLATIONS OR TARGUMS OF THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES (4Q156-7; 11Q10), TO WHICH SHOULD BE ADDED SOME SMALL FRAGMENTS OF THE GREEK BIBLE FROM CAVES 4 AND 7. THE SECOND TYPE, REPRESENTED BY THE GENESIS APOCRYPHON, SETS OUT TO RENDER THE BIBLE STORY MORE INTELLIGIBLE AND ATTRACTIVE BY GIVING IT MORE SUBSTANCE, BY RECONCILING CONFLICTING STATEMENTS, AND BY REINTERPRETING IN THE LIGHT OF CONTEMPORARY STANDARDS AND BELIEFS ANY PASSAGES WHICH MIGHT SEEM TO GIVE OFFENCE. IN A SOMEWHAT SIMILAR MANNER, A COMMENTARY ON GENESIS FROM CAVE 4 (4Q252) ATTEMPTS TO ADJUST THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE FLOOD TO THE SPECIFIC SECTARIAN CALENDAR OF THE QUMRAN COMMUNITY. THE THIRD TYPE OF COMMENTARY DEPARTS FROM THE BIBLICAL TEXT AND, RELYING ON ONE OR SEVERAL PASSAGES, CREATES A NEW STORY. AMONG OTHERS, THE ADMONITION ASSOCIATED WITH THE FLOOD (4Q370, 185), THE WORDS OF MOSES (1Q22), THE NEW JERUSALEM TEXTS (4Q554-5, 5Q15, ETC.) AND THE PRAYER OF NABONIDUS (4Q242), INSPIRED BY GENESIS, DEUTERONOMY, EZEKIEL AND DANIEL RESPECTIVELY, COME INTO THIS CATEGORY. THE FOURTH AND MOST CHARACTERISTIC FORM OF EXEGESIS APPLIES PROPHETIC TEXTS TO THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE OF THE SECT. NORMALLY THE COMMENTATOR EXPOUNDS A BIBLICAL BOOK VERSE BY VERSE, E.G. ISAIAH (4Q161-4); NAHUM (4Q169); HABAKKUK (1QPHAB); THE PSALMS (4Q171, 173), ETC., BUT SOME WORKS - A MIDRASH ON THE LAST DAYS (4Q174), THE HEAVENLY PRINCE MELCHIZEDEK (11Q13), ETC. - FOLLOW THE TRADITIONAL JEWISH EXAMPLE AND ASSEMBLE PASSAGES FROM DIFFERENT PARTS OF SCRIPTURE IN ORDER TO DEVELOP A COMMON THEME. FINALLY, A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF FREE COMPOSITIONS MODELLED ON THE BIBLE, E.G. JUBILEES (4Q216-28), ENOCH AND THE GIANTS (4Q201-12, 530-33), OR CIRCULATING TOGETHER WITH THE BIBLE, E.G. THE PARA-DANIELIC FRAGMENTS (4Q243-5), AND WORKS ATTRIBUTED TO NOAH (1Q19, ETC.), THE PATRIARCHS LEVI (4Q213-14, 537-41), MOSES (4Q374-7, 390), AND MANY OTHERS CONSTITUTE A FIFTH CATEGORY OF EXEGESIS. IN ONE WAY, THE ARAMAIC AND HEBREW MANUSCRIPTS OF ONE OF THE APOCRYPHA, THE BOOK OF TOBIT (4Q196-200), PERTAIN TO THIS CLASS.
ARAMAIC BIBLE TRANSLATIONS (TARGUMS)
TWO BOOKS OF THE HEBREW BIBLE HAVE SURVIVED IN ARAMAIC TRANSLATION IN THE QUMRAN CAVES. A SMALL SCROLL, FOUND IN CAVE 11 AND MEASURING 109 CM, HAS PRESERVED IN ARAMAIC A LARGE PORTION OF THE LAST SEVEN CHAPTERS OF THE BOOK OF JOB. TWENTY-SEVEN SMALLER FRAGMENTS COVER PARTS OF JOB XVII, 14 TO XXXVI, 33. THIS TEXT, TOGETHER WITH SMALL REMAINS FROM CAVE 4 OF LEVITICUS (4Q156=XVI, 12-21, SEE BELOW) AND OF ANOTHER MANUSCRIPT OF JOB (4Q157=III, 5-9; IV, 16-V, 4), REPRESENT THE OLDEST EXTANT ARAMAIC RENDERINGS OF THE HEBREW BIBLE. THE TRANSLATION OF JOB FREQUENTLY DIFFERS FROM THE CUSTOMARY TEXT OF THE HEBREW BIBLE, BUT IT IS UNCLEAR WHETHER THE DIVERGENCES ARE DUE MERELY TO THE DIFFICULTY OF TRANSLATING POETRY, OR TO A HEBREW ORIGINAL NOT IDENTICAL WITH THE TRADITIONAL SCRIPTURE. HEBREW JOBXL, 12 LOOK ON EVERY ONE THAT IS PROUD AND BRING HIM LOW; AND TREAD DOWN THE WICKED WHERE THEY STAND. 11 QAR JOB AND EVERY PROUD SPIRIT YOU WILL SMASH; AND EXTINGUISH THE WICKED BELOW THEM. IT IS CLEAR, ON THE OTHER HAND, THAT THE PROSE NARRATIVE OF XLII, 9-11 DISPLAYS NOTABLE DEPARTURES FROM THE TEXT KNOWN TO US, AS MAY BE SEEN FROM THE FOLLOWING PARALLEL TRANSLATIONS: HEBREW JOB XLII (9) SO ELIPHAZ THE TEMANITE AND BILDAD THE SHUHITE AND ZOPHAR THE NAAMATHITE WENT AND DID WHAT THE LORD HAD TOLD THEM; AND THE LORD ACCEPTED JOB’S PRAYER. (10) AND THE LORD RESTORED THE 11 QAR JOB (9) ...GOD. GOD HEARD THE VOICE OF JOB AND FORGAVE THEM (HIS FRIENDS’) THEIR SINS BECAUSE OF HIM. (10) AND GOD RETURNED FORTUNES OF JOB, WHEN HE HAD PRAYED FOR HIS FRIENDS; AND THE LORD GAVE JOB TWICE AS MUCH AS HE HAD BEFORE. (11) THEN CAME TO HIM ALL HIS BROTHERS AND SISTERS AND ALL WHO HAD KNOWN HIM BEFORE, AND ATE BREAD WITH HIM IN HIS HOUSE; AND THEY SHOWED HIM SYMPATHY AND COMFORTED HIM FOR ALL THE EVIL THAT THE LORD HAD BROUGHT UPON HIM; AND EACH OF THEM GAVE HIM A PIECE OF MONEY (OR: SHEEP) AND A RING OF GOLD. TO JOB WITH MERCY AND DOUBLED ALL THAT HE HAD OWNED. (11) ALL HIS FRIENDS, BROTHERS AND ACQUAINTANCES CAME TO JOB AND THEY ATE BREAD WITH HIM IN HIS HOUSE, AND THEY COMFORTED HIM FOR ALL THE MISERY THAT GOD HAD BROUGHT ON HIM AND EACH GAVE HIM AN EWE-LAMB AND A RING OF GOLD. THE ENGLISH VERSION PROVIDED BELOW (JOB XXXVII, 11 TO XLII, 11) SHOULD THEREFORE BE READ SIDE BY SIDE WITH THE TRANSLATION OF THE CANONICAL JOB. IT WILL BE NOTICED THAT JOB XXXIX, 24 IS MISSING FROM THE ARAMAIC AND XLII, 3 IS REPLACED BY XL, 5. FURTHERMORE, IN JOB XXXVIII, 7 THE PHRASE ‘ANGELS’ IS SUBSTITUTED FOR SONS OF GOD, A DOCTRINALLY SUSPECT EXPRESSION SINCE JEWS REJECTED THE IDEA OF GOD HAVING CHILDREN. THE SAME SUBSTITUTION IS FOUND IN THE GREEK SEPTUAGINT AND THE TARGUM OF JOB USED IN RABBINIC JUDAISM. SIMILARLY, THE TARGUM TO LEV. XVI, 14 AND XVI, 20 (4Q156) SPECIFIES, AS DO THE LATER TARGUMS, THAT ‘THE HOLY’ DESIGNATES ‘THE HOUSE OF HOLINESS’ OR ‘SANCTUARY’. IN SHORT, THE QUMRAN TARGUMS PREFIGURE TO SOME EXTENT THE STYLE OF THE LATER TARGUMS WITHOUT ATTESTING, HOWEVER, THE EXEGETICAL EXPANSIONS WHICH CHARACTERIZE THE PALESTINIAN TARGUMS TO THE PENTATEUCH. 
THE TARGUM OF JOB (11Q10,4Q157)
XXVIII (JOB XXXVII, 24-30) (24) REMEMBER THAT HIS WORKS WHICH THEY SEE ARE GREAT. (25) EVERY MAN LOOKS AT HIM, AND THE SONS OF MEN FROM AFAR SEARCH FOR HIM. (26) BEHOLD, GOD IS GREAT, AND HIS DAYS ARE NUMEROUS BEYOND KNOWLEDGE AND THE SUM OF HIS YEARS IS INFINITE. (27) BEHOLD, [HE COUNTS] THE [RAIN] CLOUDS AND HE ESTABLISHES THE DOWNPOURS. (28) AND HIS CLOUDS LET DOWN DROPS OF WATER ON A MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE. (29) IF HE WHO SPREADS [THE] CLOUDS OF HIS THUNDER AND SPREADS [HIS] LIGHT...AND COVERS. FOR BY THEM HE JUDGES PEOPLES...
XXIX (JOB XXXVII) (11) WITH IT (WATER) HE WIPES THE CLOUD[S], AND BRINGS FIRE OUT OF THE CLOUD. (12) HE SPEAKS AND THEY LISTEN TO HIM AND PROCEED WITH THEIR WORKS. HE APPOINTS THEM OVER ALL THAT HE HAS CREATED ON EARTH: (13) EITHER FOR STRIKING OR FOR (BENEFITING) THE EARTH; EITHER FOR FAMINE OR SHORTAGE; OR FOR SOMETHING GOOD TO BE ON IT. (14) LISTEN TO THIS, JOB, AND ARISE! OBSERVE THE MIGHT OF GOD. (15) [DO YOU] KNOW WHAT GOD HAS PUT ON THEM AND HOW HE HAS MADE LIGHT TO SHINE FROM THE CLOUD? (16) DO YOU KNOW HOW TO ROBE THE CLOUD WITH MI[GHT]? (17) BECAUSE YOUR ROBE...FOR HE POSSESSES KNOWLEDGE... (18) [DO YOU KNOW HOW TO] BEAT THE CLOUD [TO] COMPRESS IT INTO A MIRROR? (19) HE KNOWS... 
XXX (JOB XXXVIII) (3) PLEASE GIRD [YOUR] LOINS LIKE A MAN, AND I WILL QUESTION YOU AND YOU WILL ANSWER ME. (4) WHERE WERE YOU WHEN I MADE THE EARTH? EXPLAIN IT TO ME IF YOU POSSESS WISDOM. (5) DO YOU KNOW WHO FIXED ITS MEASURES? WHO STRETCHED A LINE OVER IT? (6) OR TO WHAT WERE ITS FOUNDATIONS JOINED OR WHO SET ITS CUT STONE (7) WHEN THE MORNING STARS WERE SHINING TOGETHER AND ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD EXCLAIMED TOGETHER? (8) CAN YOU SHUT IN THE SEA WITH GATES WHEN IT BURSTS FORWARD FROM THE WOMB OF THE ABYSS, (9) WHEN THE CLOUDS WERE MADE INTO ITS ROBE AND THE HAZE ITS SWADDLING-CLOTHES. (10) CAN YOU SET BOUNDARIES TO IT...? (11) DID YOU SAY, UP TO HERE! AND YOU MUST NOT GO BEYOND...YOUR WAVES. (12) IN YOUR DAYS DID YOU ORDER [THE MORNING] (13) ...THE WINGS OF THE EARTH ... 
XXXI (23) ...FOR THE DAY OF BATTLE AND REVOLT. (24) ...FROM WHERE WILL (THE WIND) GO OUT AND WILL IT BLOW BEFORE HIM ON THE EARTH? (25) WHO FIXED A TIME FOR THE RAIN AND A PATH FOR THE QUICK CLOUDS (26) TO BRING IT (THE RAIN) DOWN TO A LAND OF WILDERNESS WITH NO MAN ON IT, (27) TO SATIATE THE LOW-LYING AND ISOLATED (PLACES) TO PRODUCE SPROUTING GRASS. (28) HAS THE RAIN A FATHER AND WHO BEGETS THE MIST OF DEW? (29) AND FROM WHOSE WOMB DID ICE COME OUT... (30) THE WATERS CONTRACTED LIKE A STONE BECAUSE OF HIM, AND THE FACE OF THE ABYSS? ... (31) ...PLEIADES OR THE FENCE OF ORION... 
XXXII (JOB XXXIX) (1) THE MOUNTAIN GOATS, AND THE BIRTH PANGS... (2) ...THEIR MONTHS ARE COMPLETED, AND DO YOU KNOW WHEN THEY GIVE BIRTH, (3) DELIVERING THEIR YOUNG AND EJECTING THEM, AND DO YOU SEND AWAY THEIR BIRTH PANGS? (4) THEY RAISE THEIR YOUNG AND MAKE THEM GO; THEY DEPART AND DO NOT COME BACK TO THEM. (5) WHO HAS SET THE WILD ASS FREE AND WHO HAS LOOSED THE ONAGER’S ROPE, (6) TO WHOM I GAVE THE DESERT FOR HIS HOME AND MADE THE SALTY LAND HIS DWELLING. (7) HE LAUGHS AT THE GREAT COMMOTION OF THE CITY AND HIS MASTER’S URGING HE DOES NOT HEAR. (8) HE CHOOSES FOR HIMSELF MOUNTAINS FOR [PASTURE] AND HE GOES AFTER EVERYTHING GREEN. (9) DOES THE WILD OX WISH TO SERVE YOU OR WILL HE LODGE IN YOUR STABLE? (10) WILL YOU TIE [THE WILD OX] WITH A YOKE AND WILL HE PLOUGH(?) IN THE VALLEY AFTER YOU? AND WILL YOU...WILL YOU DEPEND ON HIM BECAUSE GREAT IS [HIS STRENGTH]?
XXXIII (20) WILL YOU FRIGHTEN HIM (THE HORSE) WITH A STRONG...HIS...IS FEAR AND DREAD. (21) HE SEARCHES OUT THE VALLEY, HE TREMBLES AND REJOICES, AND MIGHTILY ADVANCES TOWARDS THE SWORD. (22) HE LAUGHS AT FEAR AND DOES NOT SHUDDER, AND DOES NOT TURN BACK FROM THE SWORD. (23) UPON HIM HANGS A LANCE, A JAVELIN AND A SHARP SWORD, (25) AND AT THE SOUND OF THE TRUMPET, HE SAYS, AHA, AND FROM AFAR HE SMELLS THE BATTLE, AND HE ENJOYS THE RATTLE OF THE WEAPONS AND THE WAR CRIES. (26) DOES THE HAWK GET EXCITED BECAUSE OF YOUR WISDOM AND SPREAD HIS WINGS TOWARDS THE WINDS? (27) OR DOES [THE EAGLE] RISE AT YOUR ORDER AND THE BIRD OF PREY BUILD [ITS] NEST ON HIGH? (28) IT DWELLS ON THE ROCK AND NESTS... 
XXXIV (JOB XL) ... (6) FROM...AND FROM THE CLOUD GOD ANSWERED JOB AND SAID TO HIM: (7) LIKE A MAN, PLEASE GIRD YOUR LOINS; I WILL QUESTION YOU, AND YOU WILL ANSWER ME. (8) WOULD YOU INDEED TEAR UP THE JUDGEMENT AND DECLARE ME GUILTY SO THAT YOU MAY BE INNOCENT? (9) OR DO YOU HAVE AN ARM LIKE GOD OR THUNDER WITH A VOICE LIKE HIS? (10) THROW AWAY, PLEASE, PRIDE AND HAUGHTINESS AND YOU WILL PUT ON SPLENDOUR, GLORY AND HONOUR. (11) THROW AWAY, PLEASE, THE HEAT OF YOUR WRATH AND OBSERVE EVERY PROUD MAN AND HUMBLE HIM. (12) AND EVERY PROUD SPIRIT YOU WILL SMASH AND YOU WILL EXTINGUISH THE WICKED [IN] THEIR PLACES. (13) AND HIDE THEM ALL IN THE DUST [AND] COVER WITH ASHES... 
XXXV (23) ...THE JORDAN ITS BANKS, HE (THE HIPPOPOTAMUS) TRUSTS THAT HE WILL GET IT. (24) WHEN HE LIFTS HIS EYES, WHO WILL RESTRAIN HIM, ...HIS NOSE WITH A HOOK. (25) WILL YOU PULL A CROCODILE WITH A HOOK OR TIE UP ITS TONGUE WITH A ROPE? (26) WILL YOU PUT A MUZZLE ON HIS NOSE AND WILL YOU PIERCE HIS CHEEK WITH YOUR CHISEL? (27) WILL HE SPEAK GENTLY WITH YOU OR WILL HE SPEAK WITH YOU PLEADINGLY? (28) WILL HE MAKE A COVENANT WITH YOU OR WILL YOU HANDLE HIM AS A SLAVE FOR EVER? (29) WILL YOU PLAY WITH HIM LIKE A BIRD, AND WILL YOU BIND HIM WITH A STRING FOR YOUR DAUGHTERS? 
XXXVI (JOB XLI) (8) THEY CLING TO ONE ANOTHER AND NO BREATH PASSES BETWEEN THEM. (9) ONE HOLDS TO ANOTHER, AND THEY DO NOT SEPARATE. (10) HIS SNEEZING LIGHTS FIRE BETWEEN HIS EYES LIKE THE SHINE OF DAWN (?). (11) TORCHES COME FORTH OUT OF HIS MOUTH; THEY LEAP LIKE TONGUES OF FIRE. (12) FROM HIS NOSTRILS SMOKE GOES FORTH LIKE BURNING THORN AND INCENSE. (13) HIS BREATH SPEWS OUT COALS AND SPARKS COME OUT OF HIS MOUTH. (14) HIS STRENGTH DWELLS IN HIS NECK AND VIGOUR SPRINGS BEFORE HIM. (15) THE FOLDS OF HIS FLESH ARE CLINGING, MOULDED OVER HIM LIKE IRON. (16) [HIS] HEART... LIKE STONE. 
XXXVII (JOBXLI-XLII) (26) ...AND HE IS KING OVER ALL THE REPTILES. (1) JOB ANSWERED AND SAID BEFORE GOD: (2) I KNOW THAT THOU CANST DO ALL THINGS AND DOST NOT LACK IN STRENGTH AND WISDOM. (XL, 5) I HAVE SPOKEN ONCE AND WILL NOT REVOKE IT, A SECOND TIME, AND I WILL NOT ADD TO IT. (XLII, 4) LISTEN, PLEASE, AND I WILL SPEAK; I WILL QUESTION YOU AND YOU MUST ANSWER ME. (5) I HAD HEARD OF YOU BY THE HEARING OF THE EAR AND NOW MY EYES SEE YOU. (6) THEREFORE, I AM MELTING AND DISSOLVE AND BECOME DUST AND ASHES... 
XXXVIII (9) ...GOD. GOD HEARD THE VOICE OF JOB AND FORGAVE THEM THEIR SINS BECAUSE OF HIM. (10) AND GOD RETURNED TO JOB WITH MERCY AND DOUBLED ALL THAT HE HAD OWNED. (11) ALL HIS FRIENDS, BROTHERS AND ACQUAINTANCES CAME TO JOB AND THEY ATE BREAD WITH HIM IN HIS HOUSE, AND THEY COMFORTED HIM FOR ALL THE MISERY THAT GOD HAD BROUGHT ON HIM AND EACH GAVE HIM, AN EWE-LAMB AND A RING OF GOLD.
THE TARGUM OF LEVITICUS (4Q156)
FR. 1: AND HE (AARON) SHALL TAKE SOME OF THE BLOOD OF THE BULL AND SPRINKLE IT WITH HIS FINGER ON THE MERCY SEAT. AND BEFORE THE MERCY SEAT - TO THE EAST - HE SHALL SPRINKLE FROM THE BLOOD WITH HIS FINGER [SEVEN TIMES] (LEV. XVI, 14) ...
FR. 2: ... WHEN HE HAS MADE AN END OF ATONING FOR THE HOUSE OF HOLINESS [AND FOR] THE TENT OF MEETING AND [FOR THE ALTAR, HE SHALL OFFER] A LIVE GOAT (LEV. XVI, 20) ...
GREEK BIBLE TRANSLATIONS (4Q119-22; 7Q1-2)
COMPARED TO THE QUANTITY OF HEBREW AND ARAMAIC MANUSCRIPTS, THE GREEK DOCUMENTS FOUND IN TWO OF THE QUMRAN CAVES, CAVES 4 AND 7, ARE REMARKABLY FEW, AND THIS SCARCITY IS SIGNIFICANT IN ITSELF AS REGARDS THE CULTURAL IDENTITY OF THE QUMRAN COMMUNITY. THOSE WHICH HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED WITH CERTAINTY BELONG TO THE GREEK TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE, MOSTLY THE PENTATEUCH. CAVE 4 HAS YIELDED REMAINS OF TWO SCROLLS OF LEVITICUS, ONE OF LEATHER (4Q119) AND ONE OF PAPYRUS (4Q120), AS WELL AS ONE OF NUMBERS (4Q121) AND OF DEUTERONOMY (4Q122), ALL DATING TO THE SECOND OR THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. ON THE WHOLE, THEY REPRESENT THE TRADITIONAL TEXT OF THE SEPTUAGINT WITH MINOR VARIATIONS SUCH AS A WORD BEING REPLACED BY ITS SYNONYM (HARVESTING BY THRESHING, FOR EXAMPLE, OR NATION BY PEOPLE), BUT 4QLXX NUMBERS (4Q121) TESTIFIES TO AN EFFORT TO BRING THE LXX CLOSER TO THE HEBREW PENTATEUCH. SINCE THE TRANSLATION SCARCELY DIFFERS FROM THE ORIGINAL, THERE IS NO PURPOSE IN REPRODUCING IT. HOWEVER, IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT IN LEV. IV, 27 (4Q120, FR. 20, 4) THE TETRAGRAM (THE DIVINE NAME YHWH---THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH) IS RENDERED SEMIPHONETICALLY AS IAO, AND IS NOT REPLACED, AS WAS CUSTOMARY LATER, BY THE GREEK KURIOS (LORD). AMONG THE NINETEEN-MINUTE FRAGMENTS FOUND IN CAVE 7 - WHICH CONTAINED ONLY GREEK TEXTS - TWO HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AS RELICS OF EXODUS XXVIII, 4-7 (7Q1) AND THE LETTER OF JEREMIAH, VERSES 43-4 (7Q2). THE FORMER IS SAID TO BE CLOSER TO THE TRADITIONAL HEBREW TEXT THAN TO THE LXX. BOTH ARE DATED TO ABOUT 100 BCE.
OTHER GREEK FRAGMENTS (4Q126-7; 7Q3 (19)
THE REMAINING TWO GREEK TEXTS IN CAVE 4 DATE ROUGHLY TO THE TURN OF THE ERA. ONE (4Q126) CANNOT BE IDENTIFIED AND THE OTHER (4Q127) IS EITHER A PARAPHRASE OF EXODUS, MENTIONING AMONG OTHERS PHARAOH, MOSES AND EGYPT, OR POSSIBLY AN APOCRYPHAL ACCOUNT OF ISRAEL IN EGYPT. SEVENTEEN OUT OF THE NINETEEN-MINUTE GREEK PAPYRUS FRAGMENTS FROM CAVE 7 HAVE BEEN DECLARED BY THE EDITORS TO BE UNIDENTIFIABLE. YET AGAINST ALL VERISIMILITUDE, SEVERAL OF THEM HAVE GENERATED SENSATIONAL AND EVEN REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS, ESPECIALLY THAT THEY REPRESENTED THE EARLIEST TEXTUAL EXAMPLES OF THE GREEK NEW TESTAMENT. THE CONTENTION ORIGINATED WITH A SPANISH JESUIT, WHO IN 1972 PERSUADED HIMSELF THAT THESE HARDLY LEGIBLE SCRAPS DERIVED FROM SIX BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT: THE GOSPEL OF MARK IV, 28 (7Q6 1), VI, 48 (7Q15), VI, 52-3 (7Q5), XII, 17 (7Q7); THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES XXVIII, 38 (7Q6 2); 1 T IMOTHY III, 16, IV, 1, 3 (7Q4); JAMES I, 23-4 (7Q8) AND EVEN ONE OF THE LATEST NEW TESTAMENT WRITINGS, 2 PETER I, 15 (7Q10). OF THESE, THE CASE FOR MARK VI, 52-3 IS PURPORTED TO BE THE ‘STRONGEST’. THE REAL FACTS ARE THE FOLLOWING. WE ARE DEALING WITH A FRAGMENT ON WHICH THE WRITTEN AREA MEASURES 3.3 X 2.3 CM. LETTERS APPEAR ON FOUR LINES; THESE ARE OF UNKNOWN LENGTH SINCE BOTH THE BEGINNING AND THE END OF EACH LINE ARE MISSING. AN UNRECOGNIZABLE TRACE OF ANOTHER LETTER IS OBSERVED AT THE TOP OF THE FRAGMENT. IN THE EDITIO PRINCEPS SEVENTEEN LETTERS ARE IDENTIFIED OF WHICH ONLY NINE ARE CERTAIN. A SINGLE COMPLETE WORD HAS SURVIVED: THE GREEK KAI = AND! THE LEADING EXPERTS IN THE FIELD, UNHESITATINGLY DISCARDED THE THEORY TO BE ABLE TO ‘DEMONSTRATE’ THAT 7Q5 BELONGED TO ANY ANCIENT GREEK TEXT, BIBLICAL OR NON-BIBLICAL. YET THIS UNLIKELY AND CLEARLY UNPROVABLE HYPOTHESIS WAS REVIVED IN THE 1980S, ONLY TO ENCOUNTER THE SAME FATE OF SUMMARY DISMISSAL A DECADE OR SO EARLIER. FOR THE THEORY THAT 7Q CONTAINS NEW TESTAMENT TEXTS, SEE LOS PAPIPROS GRIEGOS DE LA CUEVA 7 DEQUMRÂN (MADRID, 1974), AND THE EARLIEST GOSPEL MANUSCRIPTS (LONDON, 1992); RE-KINDLING THE WORD (VALLEY FORGE, PA, 1996). FOR VIEWS FOR AND AGAINST EXPRESSED AT A SYMPOSIUM, SEE CHRISTEN UND CHRISTLICHES INQUMRAN? (REGENSBURG, 1992). AGAINST THE THEORY, SEE ‘ON SOME PRESUMED PAPYRUS FRAGMENTS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT FROM QUMRAN, THE JOURNAL OF THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 23 (1972), 446-7 & ‘NEUE NEUTESTAMENTLISCHE PAPYRI III, NEW TESTAMENT STUDY 20 (1973-4), 357-81. FOR THE LATEST AUTHORITATIVE VIEWS, SEE, GOSPEL TRUTH? (LONDON, 1995); ‘DES FRAGMENTS GRECS DE LA GROTTE 7 ET LE NOUVEAU TESTAMENT? RB 102 (1995), 57084; THE FIRST DECIPHERER OF THE FRAGMENT, ‘APROPOS DE 7Q5 ET MC. 6, 52-53’, IBID., 102-4.
THE REWORKED PENTATEUCH (4Q158, 4Q364-7)
FIVE BADLY PRESERVED MANUSCRIPTS HAVE BEEN CLASSIFIED AS REWORKINGS OF THE PENTATEUCH, I.E. COPIES OF THE TORAH PARTLY ENTAILING REARRANGEMENTS OF BIBLICAL PASSAGES AND PARTLY INCORPORATING INTERPRETATIVE SUPPLEMENTS INSERTED INTO THE TEXT. THE LENGTH OF THE SUPPLEMENT VARIES FROM A FEW WORDS TO SEVEN OR EIGHT LINES, THE MOST SIGNIFICANT EXAMPLE BEING THE LONG, BUT BROKEN, ADDITION TO THE SONG OF MIRIAM IN 4Q365 6A II, C. JUDGING FROM THE SURVIVING PASSAGES, THE ORIGINAL REWORKED PENTATEUCH MUST HAVE BEEN A VERY SUBSTANTIAL DOCUMENT, PROBABLY THE LONGEST OF ALL THE QUMRAN SCROLLS. ALL THE MANUSCRIPTS MAY BE DATED ON PALAEOGRAPHICAL GROUNDS TO THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. ONLY THOSE TEXTS WHICH CONTAIN MORE OR LESS INTELLIGIBLE SUPPLEMENTS (PRINTED IN ITALICS) ARE INCLUDED. 
4Q158, FRS. 1-2 (GEN. XXXII, 24-32; EXOD. IV, 27-28+SUPPLEMENT): ...AND JACOB WAS LEFT ALONE THERE. AND [A MAN] WRESTLED WITH HIM. WHEN THE MAN DID NOT PREVAIL AGAINST JACOB, HE TOUCHED HIS THIGH; AND JACOB’S THIGH WAS PUT OUT OF JOINT AS HE WRESTLED WITH HIM AND HE SEIZED HIM. AND HE SAID TO HIM, WHAT IS YOUR NAME? ...AND HE SAID TO HIM, JACOB. AND HE SAID, YOUR, NAME SHALL BE ISRAEL, FOR YOU HAVE STRIVEN WITH GOD AND WITH MEN AND HAVE PREVAILED. AND JACOB ASKED [AND] SAID, TELL ME, PRAY, WHAT IS YOUR NAME. AND HE SAID, WHY IS IT THAT YOU ASK MY NAME, AND HE BLESSED HIM THERE. AND HE SAID TO HIM, ‘MAY THE LORD MAKE YOU FRUITFUL [AND MULTIPLY] YOU. MAY HE GRANT YOU KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING AND MAY HE SAVE YOU FROM ALL VIOLENCE AND... UNTIL THIS DAY AND UNTIL EVERLASTING GENERATIONS. AND HE WENT ON HIS WAY AFTER HE HAD BLESSED HIM THERE. AND HE... [AND] THE SUN [ROSE] UPON HIM AS HE PASSED PENUEL, LIMPING BECAUSE OF HIS THIGH...ON THIS DAY. AND HE SAID, YOU, SHALL NOT EAT THE SINEW OF THE HIP WHICH IS UPON THE TWO HOLLOWS OF THE THIGH UNTIL [THIS DAY. (EXOD. IV) AND THE LORD SAID] TO AARON, GO TO MEET MOSES IN THE WILDERNESS. SO, HE WENT AND MET HIM AT THE MOUNTAIN OF GOD AND KISSED HIM. AND MOSES TOLD AARON ALL THE WORDS OF THE LORD WITH WHICH HE HAD SENT HIM AND ALL [THE SIGNS WHICH HE HAD CHARGED HIM TO DO. AND] THE LORD [SPOKE] TO ME SAYING, WHEN YOU BRING OUT THE [PEOPLE OF ISRAEL] ...TO GO AS SLAVES AND BEHOLD THESE ARE [FOUR HUNDRED AND] THIRTY (YEARS] ...
4Q364, FR. 3 (SUPPLEMENT+GEN. XXVIII, 6): II YOU SHALL SEE HIM...YOU SHALL SEE IN PEACE...YOUR DEATH. AND UPON [YOUR] EYES... [WHY SHOULD I BE BEREFT OF] BOTH OF YOU? (GEN. XXVII, 45) AND [ISAAC] CALLED [REBECCA HIS WIFE AND TOLD] HER ALL [THESE] WORDS...AFTER JACOB HER SON...AND ESAU SAW THAT [ISAAC HAD BLESSED JACOB AND SENT HIM AWAY TO] PADAN ARAM TO TAKE [A WIFE] FROM [THERE] ...
4Q365, FR. 6B, 6A II, 6C (EXOD. XV, 16-21 + SUPPLEMENT + XV, 22-6) FR. 6B: ...TILL [THY PEOPLE, 0 LORD], PASS BY, TILL THE PEOPLE PASS BY WHOM THOU HAST PURCHASED. THOU WILT BRING THEM IN, AND PLANT THEM ON THINE OWN MOUNTAIN, THE PLACE, [0 LORD, WHICH THOU HAST MADE] FOR THINE ABODE, [THE SANCTUARY WHICH THY HANDS HAVE ESTABLISHED]. THE LORD WILL REIGN FOR EVER AND EVER. FOR WHEN [THE HORSES OF PHARAOH WITH HIS CHARIOTS AND HIS HORSEMEN] WENT INTO THE SEA, THE LORD [BROUGHT BACK] THE WATERS OF THE SEA UPON THEM; BUT THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL WALKED ON DRY GROUND IN THE MIDST OF THE SEA. AND THE WATERS WERE A WALL TO THEM ON THEIR RIGHT AND ON THEIR LEFT (CF. EXOD. XIV, 22, 29). [AND MIRIAM THE PROPHETESS, SISTER OF AARON], TOOK A TIMBREL IN HER HAND; AND ALL THE WOMEN WENT OUT AFTER HER WITH [TIMBRELS AND DANCING. AND MIRIAM SANG TO THEM, SING TO THE LORD, FOR HE HAS TRIUMPHED GLORIOUSLY; THE HORSE AND HIS RIDER HE HAS THROWN INTO THE SEA].
FR. 6A II, 6C: ...THOU HAST DESPISED...FOR PRIDE...THOU ART GREAT, A SAVIOUR...THE HOPE OF THE ENEMY HAS PERISHED AND... HAS STOPPED...THEY HAVE PERISHED IN THE MIGHTY WATERS, THE ENEMY...AND LIFTS UP TO THEIR HEIGHT. [THOU HAST GIVEN A RANSOM] ...HE WHO ACTS PROUDLY. AND MOSES LED ISRAEL ONWARD FROM THE SEA, AND THEY WENT TO THE WILDERNESS OF SHUR; THEY WENT THREE DAYS AND FOUND NO WATER. THEY CAME TO MARAH, BUT [THEY] COULD [NOT] DRINK THE WATER OF MARAH BECAUSE [IT WAS] BITTER; THEREFORE, IT WAS NAMED MARAH. AND THE PEOPLE MURMURED AGAINST MOSES SAYING, WHAT SHALL WE DRINK? AND MOSES CRIED TO [THE LORD WHO SHOWED HIM] A TREE, AND HE THREW IT INTO THE WATER, AND THE WATER BECAME SWEET. THERE HE MADE FOR THEM A STATUTE AND [AN ORDINANCE AND THERE HE PROVED THEM. AND HE SAID], IF YOU WILL LISTEN DILIGENTLY TO THE VOICE OF THE LORD YOUR GOD AND DO THAT WHICH IS RIGHT IN HIS EYES AND [GIVE HEED TO HIS COMMANDMENTS AND JUDGEMENTS, AND KEEP] ALL HIS STATUTES, [I WILL PUT NONE] OF THE DISEASES [UPON YOU] WHICH I PUT ON THE EGYPTIANS. FOR I AM THE LORD, YOUR HEALER.
FR. 23: (LEV XXII, 42-XXIV, 2+SUPPLEMENT): YOU SHALL DWELL IN BOOTHS FOR SEVEN DAYS; ALL THAT ARE NATIVE IN ISRAEL SHALL DWELL IN BOOTHS, THAT YOUR GENERATIONS MAY KNOW THAT I MADE YOUR FATHERS DWELL IN BOOTHS WHEN I BROUGHT THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD. VACAT AND MOSES DECLARED TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL THE APPOINTED FEASTS OF THE LORD. VACAT. AND THE LORD SAID TO MOSES, COMMAND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, SAYING, WHEN YOU ENTER THE LAND WHICH I AM GIVING TO YOU AS AN INHERITANCE, AND YOU DWELL UPON IT SECURELY, YOU SHALL BRING WOOD FOR A BURNT-OFFERING AND FOR ALL THE SERVICE OF THE HOUSE WHICH YOU SHALL BUILD FOR ME IN THE LAND, TO LAY IT ON THE ALTAR OF BURNT-OFFERING, [AND] THE CALVES...FOR PASSOVER SACRIFICES AND PEACE-OFFERINGS AND THANK-OFFERINGS AND FREE-W ILL OFFERINGS AND BURNT-OFFERINGS DAILY...AND FOR THE DOORS AND FOR ALL THE SERVICE OF THE HOUSE YOU SHALL OFFER...THE FESTIVAL OF OIL, THE TWELVE TRIBES THEY SHALL OFFER WOOD...THOSE WHO OFFER ON THE FIRST DAY SHALL BE LEVI AND...ON THE THIRD DAY, REUBEN AND SIMEON, [AND ON] THE FOURTH DAY...
A PARAPHRASE OF GENESIS AND EXODUS (4Q422)
NINE FRAGMENTS OF A MANUSCRIPT WRITTEN IN HASMONAEAN CHARACTERS (FIRST HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE) CONTAIN A PARAPHRASE OF GEN. I-IV, VIIX, JUDGING FROM DISCONNECTED EXPRESSIONS RELATING TO THE CREATION OF THE WORLD BY GOD’S WORD, TO VARIOUS LIVING CREATURES, THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MAN AS RULER OVER THE REST OF BEINGS, THE PROHIBITION AGAINST EATING FROM THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE AND THE REBELLION AGAINST GOD WHICH LED TO THE FLOOD. FR. 10 REFERS TO THE THROWING OF ISRAELITE BOYS INTO THE NILE, THE COMMISSIONING OF MOSES, HIS VISION OF THE BURNING BUSH, MOSES’ AND AARON’S ENCOUNTER WITH PHARAOH AND THE PLAGUES WHICH AFFLICTED EGYPT. THE TEXT CAN BE ARRANGED IN THREE COLUMNS. FURTHER UNIDENTIFIED FRAGMENTS, WHICH ARE NOT INCLUDED HERE, ARE NUMBERED FROM A TO T. IF THE WORD YWSR IN COL. 1, LINE 12 ACTUALLY MEANS ‘INCLINATION’, THE PHRASE ‘EVIL INCLINATION’ COULD BE THE EARLIEST ATTESTATION OF THE RABBINIC CONCEPT. 
I: ... [THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH AND ALL] THEIR HOST HE MADE BY [HIS] WORD. AND GOD RESTED ON THE SEVENTH DAY FROM ALL THE WORK WHICH HE HAD MADE. AND [HIS] HOLY SPIRIT...ALL THE LIVING AND CREEPING CREATURES...HE PUT MAN ON THE EARTH TO RULE OVER IT AND TO EAT THE FRUITS OF THE GROUND...WITHOUT EATING FROM THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL...HE ROSE AGAINST HIM AND THEY FORGOT...WITH AN EVIL INCLINATION AND FOR DEEDS OF...PEACE/PAYMENT...
II: ... [SAVE NOAH] AND [HIS] WIFE AND THE WIVES OF HIS SONS FROM THE WATERS OF THE FLOOD...GOD CLOSED BEHIND THEM...THE WINDOWS OF HEAVEN OPENED UNDER ALL THE HEAVEN...FOR THE WATERS TO RISE ON THE EARTH FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS WAS [RAIN] OVER THE EARTH...AND IN ORDER TO KNOW THE GLORY OF THE MOST HIGH...TO REACH TO HIM, HE ENLIGHTENED THE HEAVEN...SIGN FOR GENERATIONS OF ETERNITY...AND NEVER MORE WILL A FLOOD DESTROY THE EARTH...THE PERIODS OF DAY AND NIGHT...TO SHINE ON HEAVEN AND EARTH... III: ...THEIR SONS INTO THE RIVER...AND HE SENT TO THEM MOSES...IN THE VISION...IN THE SIGNS AND MARVELS...AND HE SENT THEM TO PHARAOH...PLAGUES...MARVELS FOR EGYPT...AND THEY CARRIED HIS WORD TO PHARAOH TO SEND AWAY [THEIR PEOPLE]. BUT HE HARDENED [HIS] (PHARAOH’S) HEART [TO] SIN SO THAT THE MEN OF ISRAEL MIGHT KNOW FOR ETERNAL GENERATIONS. AND HE CHANGED THEIR WATERS TO BLOOD. FROGS WERE IN ALL THEIR LAND AND LICE IN ALL THEIR TERRITORIES, GNATS IN THEIR HOUSES AND THEY STRUCK ALL THEIR...AND HE SMOTE WITH PESTILENCE ALL THEIR FLOCK AND THEIR BEASTS HE DELIVERED TO DEATH. HE PUT DARKNESS INTO THEIR LAND AND OBSCURITY INTO THEIR HOUSES SO THAT THEY COULD NOT SEE ONE ANOTHER. [AND HE SMOTE] THEIR LAND WITH HAIL AND [THEIR] SOIL [WITH] FROST TO CAUSE ALL THE FRUIT OF NOURISHMENT [TO PERISH]. AND HE BROUGHT LOCUST TO COVER THE FACE OF THE EARTH, HEAVY LOCUST IN ALL THEIR TERRITORY TO EAT EVERYTHING GREEN IN [THEIR] LAND...AND GOD HARDENED PHARAOH’S HEART SO THAT HE SHOULD NOT DISMISS [THEM] ...AND IN ORDER TO INCREASE WONDERS. [AND HE SMOTE THEIR FIRST-BORN], THE BEGINNING OF ALL THEIR STRENGTH...
THE GENESIS APOCRYPHON (IQAPGEN, IQ20)
FOUND IN CAVE 1, AND PARTLY PUBLISHED AS A GENESIS APOCRYPHON, JERUSALEM, 1956), IQAPGEN IS AN INCOMPLETE MANUSCRIPT WITH TWENTY-TWO SURVIVING COLUMNS OF ARAMAIC TEXT (CF. ALSO IQ20). REMAINS OF A FURTHER COLUMN, ‘THE GENESIS APOCRYPHON COL. XII’, HAVE SINCE BEEN EDITED IN THE STUDIES IN QUMRAN ARAMAIC, ABR-NABRAIN, SUPPL. 3 (1992), 70-77). A PRELIMINARY TRANSCRIPTION AND TRANSLATION OF THE REST OF THE UNPUBLISHED MATERIAL, DECIPHERED WITH THE HELP OF ADVANCED INFRA-RED TECHNOLOGY, HAS BEEN ISSUED IN ‘THE HITHERTO UNPUBLISHED COLUMNS OF THE GENESIS APOCRYPHON’, ABRNABRAIN 33 (1995), 3-52. THE BEGINNING OF THE MANUSCRIPT IS MISSING. BUT SINCE THE SHEET STARTING WITH COL. V IS NUMBERED BY THE HEBREW LETTER PE, COL. X BY SADE, AND COL. XVII BY QOPH, I.E. THE SEVENTEENTH, EIGHTEENTH AND NINETEENTH LETTERS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET, IT WOULD SEEM THAT THE SURVIVING SECTION WAS PRECEDED BY SIXTEEN SHEETS OF WHICH ONLY THE END OF THE LAST ONE HAS BEEN PRESERVED (‘A NEW CLUE TO THE ORIGINAL LENGTH OF THE GENESIS APOCRYPHON’, JJS 47/2 (1996), 345—7). IF SO, THE STORY OF NOAH WHICH BEGINS THE EXISTING PORTION OF THE SCROLL MUST HAVE BEEN PRECEDED BY AN EXTENSIVE ACCOUNT OF THE CREATION, ADAM AND EVE, AND THE GENESIS STORY UP TO ENOCH AND NOAH. COLUMNS II—V NARRATE THE MIRACULOUS BIRTH OF NOAH (ON NOAH SEE ALSO THE MINUTE FRAGMENTS FROM 1Q19 AND 19BIS), WHOSE FATHER, LAMECH, SUSPECTS THAT HIS WIFE HAS CONCEIVED BY ONE OF THE FALLEN ANGELS. HER DENIALS FAIL TO CONVINCE HIM AND HE ASKS HIS FATHER, METHUSELAH, TO TRAVEL TO PARADISE AND OBTAIN REASSURANCE FROM HIS OWN FATHER, ENOCH. COLUMNS VI—XV CONTAIN NOAH’S FIRST-PERSON ACCOUNT OF THE FLOOD AND OF HIS JOURNEYS. COL. X DESCRIBES NOAH’S SACRIFICE AFTER THE FLOOD. COL. XI DEALS WITH THE COVENANT BETWEEN GOD AND NOAH WITH A MENTION OF A BAN ON EATING BLOOD. COL. XII RECOUNTS THE PLANTING OF A VINEYARD BY NOAH AND HIS TASTING OF WINE. THE BADLY DAMAGED COLS. XIII—XV CONTAIN A VISION CONCERNING TREES AND ITS INTERPRETATION. TWO FURTHER COLUMNS (XVI— XVII) DEAL WITH THE DIVISION OF THE EARTH AMONG THE SONS OF NOAH. COL. XVIII IS COMPLETELY LOST. COLS. XIX—XXII, CORRESPONDING TO GEN. XII—XV, DEAL WITH ABRAHAM’S JOURNEY TO EGYPT, HIS RETURN TO CANAAN, THE WAR AGAINST THE INVADING MESOPOTAMIAN KINGS, AND THE RENEWAL TO HIM OF A DIVINE PROMISE OF A SON. THIS LIVELY AND DELIGHTFUL NARRATIVE, LARGELY DEVOID OF SECTARIAN BIAS, THROWS VALUABLE LIGHT ON INTER-TESTAMENTAL BIBLE INTERPRETATION. IT IS A MIXTURE OF TARGUM, MIDRASH, REWRITTEN BIBLE AND AUTOBIOGRAPHY. MOST SCHOLARS ASSIGN THE MANUSCRIPT TO THE LATE FIRST CENTURY BCE OR THE FIRST HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY CE. THE COMPOSITION ITSELF IS GENERALLY THOUGHT TO ORIGINATE FROM THE SECOND CENTURY BCE. ITS RELATIONSHIP TO THE MID-SECOND-CENTURY BOOK OF JUBILEES IS GENERALLY ACCEPTED, BUT VIEWS DIFFER ON WHETHER IT DEPENDS ON JUBILEES OR VICE VERSA. I SLIGHTLY PREFER THE THEORY THAT IN ITS PREQUMRAN VERSION THE GENESIS APOCRYPHON PRECEDES JUBILEES, WHICH WOULD POSTULATE FOR THE FORMER A DATE AT LEAST AS EARLY AS THE FIRST HALF OF THE SECOND CENTURY BCE.
... II BEHOLD, I THOUGHT THEN WITHIN MY HEART THAT CONCEPTION WAS (DUE) TO THE WATCHERS AND THE HOLY ONES...AND TO THE GIANTS...AND MY HEART WAS TROUBLED WITHIN ME BECAUSE OF THIS CHILD. THEN I, LAMECH, APPROACHED BATHENOSH [MY] WIFE IN HASTE AND SAID TO HER, ‘... BY THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], THE GREAT LORD, THE KING OF ALL THE WORLDS AND RULER OF THE SONS OF HEAVEN, UNTIL YOU TELL ME ALL THINGS TRUTHFULLY, IF...TELL ME [THIS TRUTHFULLY] AND NOT FALSELY...BY THE KING OF ALL THE WORLDS UNTIL YOU TELL ME TRUTHFULLY AND NOT FALSELY.’ THEN BATHENOSH MY WIFE SPOKE TO ME WITH MUCH HEAT [AND] ...SAID, ‘O MY BROTHER, O MY LORD, REMEMBER MY PLEASURE...THE LYING TOGETHER AND MY SOUL WITHIN ITS BODY. [AND I TELL YOU] ALL THINGS TRUTHFULLY.’ MY HEART WAS THEN GREATLY TROUBLED WITHIN ME, AND WHEN BATHENOSH MY WIFE SAW THAT MY COUNTENANCE HAD CHANGED...THEN SHE MASTERED HER ANGER AND SPOKE TO ME SAYING, ‘O MY LORD, O MY [BROTHER, REMEMBER] MY PLEASURE! I SWEAR TO YOU BY THE HOLY GREAT ONE, THE KING OF [THE HEAVENS] ...THAT THIS SEED IS YOURS AND THAT [THIS] CONCEPTION IS FROM YOU. THIS FRUIT WAS PLANTED BY YOU...AND BY NO STRANGER OR WATCHER OR SON OF HEAVEN... [WHY] IS YOUR COUNTENANCE THUS CHANGED AND DISMAYED, AND WHY IS YOUR SPIRIT THUS DISTRESSED...I SPEAK TO YOU TRUTHFULLY.’ THEN I, LAMECH, RAN TO METHUSELAH MY FATHER, AND [I TOLD] HIM ALL THESE THINGS. [AND I ASKED HIM TO GO TO ENOCH] HIS FATHER FOR HE WOULD SURELY LEARN ALL THINGS FROM HIM. FOR HE WAS BELOVED, AND HE SHARED THE LOT [OF THE ANGELS], WHO TAUGHT HIM ALL THINGS. AND WHEN METHUSELAH HEARD [MY WORDS...HE WENT TO] ENOCH HIS FATHER TO LEARN ALL THINGS TRUTHFULLY FROM HIM...HIS WILL. HE WENT AT ONCE TO PARWAIN AND HE FOUND HIM THERE... [AND] HE SAID TO ENOCH HIS FATHER, ‘O MY FATHER, O MY LORD, TO WHOM I...AND I SAY TO YOU, LEST YOU BE ANGRY WITH ME BECAUSE I COME HERE... VI [I ABSTAINED] FROM INJUSTICE AND IN THE WOMB OF HER WHO CONCEIVED ME I SEARCHED FOR TRUTH. AND WHEN I EMERGED FROM MY MOTHER’S WOMB, I WAS PLANTED FOR TRUTH AND I LIVED ALL MY DAYS IN TRUTH AND WALKED IN THE PATHS OF ETERNAL TRUTH. AND THE HOLY ONE (WAS) WITH ME...ON MY PATHWAYS, TRUTH SPED TO WARN ME OFF THE...OF LIE WHICH LED TO DARKNESS...AND I GIRDED MY LOINS WITH THE VISION OF TRUTH AND WISDOM...PATHS OF VIOLENCE. VACAT THEN I, NOAH, BECAME A MAN AND CLUNG TO TRUTH AND SEIZED...AND I TOOK AMZARA, HIS DAUGHTER AS MY WIFE. SHE CONCEIVED AND BORE ME THREE SONS [AND DAUGHTERS]. THEN I TOOK WIVES FOR MY SONS FROM AMONG MY BROTHER’S DAUGHTERS, AND I GAVE MY DAUGHTERS TO MY BROTHER’S SONS ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF THE ETERNAL PRECEPT WHICH THE MOST HIGH [ORDAINED] TO THE SONS OF MAN. VACAT. AND IN MY DAYS, WHEN ACCORDING TO MY RECKONING...TEN JUBILEES HAD BEEN COMPLETED, THE (MOMENT) CAME FOR MY SONS TO TAKE WIVES FOR THEMSELVES...HEAVEN, I SAW IN A VISION AND WAS EXPLAINED AND MADE KNOWN THE ACTION OF THE SONS OF HEAVEN AND... THE HEAVENS. THEN I HID THIS MYSTERY IN MY HEART AND EXPLAINED IT TO NO MAN. VACAT. ...TO ME AND A GREAT AND...AND IN A MESSAGE OF THE HOLY ONE...AND HE SPOKE TO ME IN A VISION AND HE STOOD BEFORE ME... AND THE MESSAGE OF THE GREAT HOLY ONE CALLED OUT TO ME: ‘TO YOU THEY SAY, O NOAH, ...’ AND I RECKONED THE WHOLE CONDUCT OF THE SONS OF THE EARTH. I KNEW AND EXPLAINED ALL...TWO WEEKS. THEN THE BLOOD WHICH THE GIANTS HAD SPILLED...I WAS AT EASE AND WAITED UNTIL...THE HOLY ONES WITH THE DAUGHTERS OF MAN... [THEN] I, NOAH, FOUND GRACE, GREATNESS AND TRUTH... TILL THE GATES OF HEAVEN...TO MEN AND CATTLE, AND WILD BEASTS AND BIRDS... VII ...ON THEM; THE EARTH AND ALL THAT IS ON IT, IN THE SEAS AND ON THE MOUNTAINS...ALL THE CONSTELLATIONS OF HEAVEN, THE SUN, THE MOON AND THE STARS AND THE WATCHERS... I SHALL REWARD YOU... VACAT. …THE GREAT HOLY ONE. AND I REJOICED IN THE WORDS OF THE LORD OF HEAVEN AND I SHOUTED...IT...YOU ALL TO YOUR MASTER...THE KING OF ALL THE WORLD FOR EVER AND EVER UNTIL ALL ETERNITY. VACAT. ... [UNTIL] THE ARK RESTED ON ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS OF ARARAT (HWRRT). AND ETERNAL FIRE...AND I ATONED FOR THE WHOLE EARTH, ALL OF IT. AND THE BEGINNING OF...AND I BURNED THE FAT ON THE FIRE. SECONDLY, ...I POURED OUT THEIR BLOOD ON THE BASE OF THE ALTAR AND I BURNED ALL THEIR FLESH ON THE ALTAR. AND THIRDLY THE TURTLEDOVES...ON THE ALTAR AS AN OFFERING...I PUT ON IT, FINE FLOUR MIXED WITH OIL AND WITH INCENSE AS A MEAL OFFERING...I PUT SALT ON ALL OF THEM. AND THE SMELL OF MY OFFERING ROSE UP TO HEAVEN. VACAT. XI ... THE MOUNTAINS AND THE DESERTS...FOUR... VACAT. [THEN] I, NOAH, WENT OUT AND WALKED ON THE EARTH, THROUGH ITS LENGTH AND BREADTH...DELIGHT ON HER IN THEIR LEAVES AND IN THEIR FRUIT. AND ALL THE LAND WAS FILLED WITH GRASS AND HERBS AND GRAIN. THEN I BLESSED THE LORD OF HEAVEN WHO MADE SPLENDID THINGS. HE IS FOR EVER AND PRAISE IS HIS. AND I REPEATED THE BLESSING ON ACCOUNT OF HIS GRACE FOR THE EARTH AND ON ACCOUNT OF HIS REMOVING AND CAUSING TO PERISH FROM IT ALL THOSE WHO DO VIOLENCE AND WICKEDNESS AND LIES AND ON ACCOUNT OF HIS RESCUING THE RIGHTEOUS MAN... VACAT. [GOD] WAS REVEALED TO ME AND [THE LORD] OF HEAVEN SPOKE TO ME AND SAID TO ME: ‘DO NOT FEAR, NOAH. I SHALL BE WITH YOU AND WITH YOUR SONS WHO WILL BE LIKE YOU FOR EVER...OF THE EARTH AND RULE OVER THEM...AND OVER ITS DESERTS AND ITS MOUNTAINS AND ALL THAT ARE ON THEM. AND BEHOLD, I GIVE ALL OF IT TO YOU AND TO YOUR SONS TO EAT THE GREEN THINGS AND THE GRASS OF THE EARTH. BUT YOU SHALL NOT EAT ANY BLOOD. YOUR FEAR AND AWE...FOREVER.’... XII ... IN THE MOUNTAINS OF ARARAT (HWRRT). AND AFTERWARDS I DESCENDED...I AND MY SONS AND THE SONS [OF MY SONS] ...FOR THE DESTRUCTION WAS GREAT ON THE EARTH...AFTER THE FLOOD. TO MY FIRST SON [SHEM] WAS BORN, TO BEGIN WITH, A SON, ARPACHSHAD, TWO YEARS AFTER THE FLOOD. [AND] ALL THE SONS OF SHEM, ALL OF THEM, WERE ELAM, AND ASHUR, ARPACHSHAD, LUD AND ARAM, AND FIVE DAUGHTERS. AND THE SONS OF HAM: KUSH AND MISRAIN AND PUT AND CANAAN, AND SEVEN DAUGHTERS. AND THE SONS OF JAPHET: GOMER AND MAGOG AND MEDIA AND YAVAN AND TUBAL AND MASHOK AND TIRAS, AND FOUR DAUGHTERS. [AND] I BEGAN, I AND ALL MY SONS, TO FILL THE LAND AND I PLANTED A BIG VINEYARD ON MOUNT LUBAR AND IN THE FOURTH YEAR IT PRODUCED WINE FOR ME... [AND] WHEN THE FIRST FESTIVAL CAME, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE FIRST FESTIVAL IN THE...MONTH...I OPENED THIS JAR (?) AND I BEGAN TO DRINK ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE FIFTH YEAR...ON THIS DAY I SUMMONED MY SONS, MY GRANDSONS AND ALL OUR WIVES AND THEIR DAUGHTERS, AND WE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER AND WE WENT...AND I BLESSED THE LORD OF HEAVEN, THE MOST HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], THE GREAT HOLY ONE WHO SAVED US FROM PERDITION... XIII...THEY WERE CUTTING GOLD AND SILVER AND STONES AND CLAY AND TAKING PART OF THEM FOR THEMSELVES. I SAW THE GOLD AND THE SILVER...IRON, AND THEY CUT DOWN EVERY TREE AND TOOK SOME FOR THEMSELVES. I SAW THE SUN AND THE MOON AND THE STARS CUTTING AND TAKING SOME FOR THEMSELVES. ...I TURNED TO SEE THE OLIVE TREE AND BEHOLD THE OLIVE TREE WAS RISING UPWARDS AND FOR MANY HOURS...MANY LEAVES...APPEARED IN THEM. I OBSERVED THIS OLIVE TREE AND BEHELD THE ABUNDANCE OF ITS LEAVES...THEY TIED TO IT. AND I WAS GREATLY AMAZED BY THIS OLIVE TREE AND ITS LEAVES. I WAS AMAZED...THE FOUR WINDS OF HEAVEN WERE BLOWING POWERFULLY AND THEY DAMAGED THIS OLIVE TREE, BREAKING OFF ITS BRANCHES AND SMASHING THEM. FIRST [CAME] THE WESTERLY [WIND] AND STRUCK IT, AND SHOOK OFF ITS LEAVES AND FRUIT, AND SCATTERED THEM IN EVERY DIRECTION. THEN... XIV...LISTEN AND HEAR! YOU ARE THE GREAT CEDAR...STANDING BEFORE YOU IN A DREAM ON THE TOP OF MOUNTAINS...TRUTH. THE WILLOW THAT SPRINGS FROM IT AND RISES TOWARDS THE HEIGHTS (THESE ARE) THREE SONS...AND THAT WHICH YOU DID SEE, (NAMELY THAT) THE FIRST WILLOW CAUGHT THE STUMP OF THE CEDAR...AND THE WOOD FROM IT...WILL NOT SEPARATE FROM YOU ALL ITS DAYS. AND AMONG ITS POSTERITY...WILL BE CALLED...WILL SPRING A RIGHTEOUS PLANT...WILL STAND FOR EVER. AND THAT WHICH YOU DID SEE, (NAMELY THAT) THE WILLOW CAUGHT THE STUMP [OF THE CEDAR] ...THE LAST WILLOW... VACAT. ...PART OF THEIR BRANCH ENTERED (GOT ENTANGLED WITH?) THE BRANCH OF THE FIRST (WILLOW), TWO SONS...AND THAT WHICH YOU DID SEE, (NAMELY THAT) PART OF THEIR BRANCH ENTERED THE BRANCH OF THE FIRST...I EXPLAINED TO HIM THE MYSTERY... XV ...AND THAT YOU DID SEE ALL OF THEM...THEY WILL GO AROUND, THE MAJORITY OF THEM WILL BE WICKED. AND THAT WHICH YOU DID SEE, (NAMELY THAT) A MAN CAME FROM THE SOUTH OF THE LAND, WITH A SICKLE IN HIS HAND, AND FIRE WITH HIM...WHO WILL COME FROM THE SOUTH OF THE LAND...AND THEY WILL CAST WICKEDNESS ON THE FIRE, ALL...AND HE SHALL COME BETWEEN...FOUR ANGELS...BETWEEN ALL THE NATIONS. AND ALL OF THEM WILL WORSHIP AND BE CONFOUNDED...I WILL EXPLAIN TO YOU ALL, IN TRUTH. AND THUS, IT IS WRITTEN CONCERNING YOU. AND I, NOAH, AWOKE FROM MY SLEEP AND THE SUN... XVI ...UNTIL THE RIVER TINA...AND ALL THE LAND OF THE NORTH, ALL OF IT, UNTIL IT REACHES ...AND THIS BOUNDARY PASSES BY THE WATERS OF THE GREAT SEA AS FAR AS...DIVIDED BY LOT TO JAPHET AND HIS SONS TO INHERIT AS AN ETERNAL INHERITANCE. VACAT. THE SECOND LOT CAME TO SHEM TO INHERIT, HE AND HIS SONS, AS AN ETERNAL INHERITANCE...THE WATERS OF THE RIVER TINA...AS FAR AS THE RIVER TINA...TO THE GREAT SEA OF SALT. AND THIS BOUNDARY GOES AS A SPRING FROM THIS BAY...TO THE EAST XVII ...AND SHEM, MY SON, DIVIDED (HIS INHERITANCE) AMONG HIS SONS. AND THE FIRST (LOT) FELL TO ELAM IN THE NORTH, BY THE WATERS OF THE RIVER TIGRIS AS FAR AS THE RED SEA, WHOSE SOURCE IS IN THE NORTH, AND IT TURNS TO THE WEST TO ASSYRIA AS FAR AS THE TIGRIS...AND AFTER IT TO ARAM, THE LAND BETWEEN THE TWO RIVERS, AS FAR AS THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN OF ASHUR... [TO] ...FELL THIS MOUNT OF THE OX AND THE PORTION STRETCHED AND WENT WESTWARDS AS FAR AS MAGOG...EAST IN THE NORTH...THIS BAY WHICH IS AT THE HEAD OF THREE PORTIONS BY THIS SEA TO ARPACHSHAD TO THE BOUNDARY THAT TURNS TOWARDS THE SOUTH, ALL THE LAND WATERED BY THE EUPHRATES, AND ALL...ALL THE VALLEYS AND PLAINS THAT ARE BETWEEN THEM, AND THE ISLAND THAT IS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE BAY...TO THE SONS OF GOMER...AND AMANA AS FAR AS THE EUPHRATES...THE PORTION THAT HIS FATHER NOAH DIVIDED AND GAVE HIM. VACAT. JAPHET DIVIDED (HIS INHERITANCE) BETWEEN HIS SONS. HE GAVE THE FIRST (LOT) TO GOMER IN THE NORTH AS FAR AS THE RIVER TINA, AND AFTERWARDS TO MAGOG, AND AFTERWARDS TO MEDIA, AND AFTERWARDS TO YAVAN (THE GREEKS), ALL THE ISLANDS THAT ARE BY LYDIA. AND (THE LOT) WHICH IS BETWEEN THE BAY OF LYDIA AND THE SECOND BAY, (HE GAVE) TO TUBAL...IN THE LAND. AND TO MESHEK THE SEA...TO TIRAS...WHICH IS BY THE PORTION OF THE SONS OF HAM... VACAT. XVIII ... XIX ...AND I SAID, ‘THOU ART…UNTIL NOW YOU HAVE NOT COME TO THE HOLY MOUNTAIN.’ AND I (ABRAM) DEPARTED...AND I TRAVELLED TOWARDS THE SOUTH...UNTIL I CAME TO HEBRON [AT THE TIME WHEN HEBRON] WAS BEING BUILT; AND I DWELT THERE [TWO YEARS]. NOW THERE WAS FAMINE IN ALL THIS LAND, AND HEARING THAT THERE WAS PROSPERITY IN EGYPT I WENT...TO THE LAND OF EGYPT...I [CAME TO] THE RIVER KARMON, ONE OF THE BRANCHES OF THE RIVER (NILE) ...AND I CROSSED THE SEVEN BRANCHES OF THE RIVER...WE PASSED THROUGH OUR LAND AND ENTERED THE LAND OF THE SONS OF HAM, THE LAND OF EGYPT. AND ON THE NIGHT OF OUR ENTRY INTO EGYPT, I, ABRAM, DREAMT A DREAM; [AND BEHOLD], I SAW IN MY DREAM A CEDAR TREE AND A PALM TREE...MEN CAME AND THEY SOUGHT TO CUT DOWN THE CEDAR TREE AND TO PULL UP ITS ROOTS, LEAVING THE PALM TREE (STANDING) ALONE. BUT THE PALM TREE CRIED OUT SAYING, ‘DO NOT CUT DOWN THIS CEDAR TREE, FOR CURSED BE HE WHO SHALL FELL [IT].’ AND THE CEDAR TREE WAS SPARED BECAUSE OF THE PALM TREE AND [WAS] NOT FELLED. AND DURING THE NIGHT I WOKE FROM MY DREAM, AND I SAID TO SARAI MY WIFE, ‘I HAVE DREAMT A DREAM... [AND I AM] FEARFUL [BECAUSE OF] THIS DREAM.’ SHE SAID TO ME, ‘TELL ME YOUR DREAM THAT I MAY KNOW IT.’ SO, I BEGAN TO TELL HER THIS DREAM... [THE INTERPRETATION] OF THE DREAM...THAT THEY WILL SEEK TO KILL ME, BUT WILL SPARE YOU... [SAY TO THEM] OF ME, “HE IS MY BROTHER”, AND BECAUSE OF YOU I SHALL LIVE, AND BECAUSE OF YOU MY LIFE SHALL BE SAVED...AND SARAI WEPT THAT NIGHT ON ACCOUNT OF MY WORDS...THEN WE JOURNEYED TOWARDS ZOAN, I AND SARAI...BY HER LIFE THAT NONE SHOULD SEE HER...AND WHEN THOSE FIVE YEARS HAD PASSED, THREE MEN FROM AMONG THE PRINCES OF EGYPT [CAME AT THE COMMAND] OF PHARAOH OF ZOAN TO INQUIRE AFTER [MY] BUSINESS AND AFTER MY WIFE AND THEY GAVE...GOODNESS, WISDOM, AND TRUTH. AND I EXCLAIMED BEFORE THEM...BECAUSE OF THE FAMINE...AND THEY CAME TO ASCERTAIN...WITH MUCH FOOD AND DRINK...THE WINE... (DURING THE PARTY, THE EGYPTIANS MUST HAVE SEEN SARAI, AND ON THEIR RETURN, THEY PRAISED HER TO THE KING.) XX ...AND BEAUTIFUL IS HER FACE! HOW...FINE ARE THE HAIRS OF HER HEAD! HOW LOVELY ARE HER EYES! HOW DESIRABLE HER NOSE AND ALL THE RADIANCE OF HER COUNTENANCE...HOW FAIR ARE HER BREASTS AND HOW BEAUTIFUL ALL HER WHITENESS! HOW PLEASING ARE HER ARMS AND HOW PERFECT HER HANDS, AND HOW [DESIRABLE] ALL THE APPEARANCE OF HER HANDS! HOW FAIR ARE HER PALMS AND HOW LONG AND SLENDER ARE HER FINGERS! HOW COMELY ARE HER FEET, HOW PERFECT HER THIGHS! NO VIRGIN OR BRIDE LED INTO THE MARRIAGE CHAMBER IS MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN SHE; SHE IS FAIRER THAN ALL OTHER WOMEN. TRULY, HER BEAUTY IS GREATER THAN THEIRS. YET TOGETHER WITH ALL THIS GRACE SHE POSSESSES ABUNDANT WISDOM, SO THAT WHATEVER SHE DOES IS PERFECT (?).’ WHEN THE KING HEARD THE WORDS OF HARKENOSH AND HIS TWO COMPANIONS, FOR ALL THREE SPOKE AS WITH ONE VOICE, HE DESIRED HER GREATLY AND SENT OUT AT ONCE TO TAKE HER. AND SEEING HER, HE WAS AMAZED BY ALL HER BEAUTY AND TOOK HER TO BE HIS WIFE, BUT ME HE SOUGHT TO KILL. SARAI SAID TO THE KING, ‘HE IS MY BROTHER,’ THAT I MIGHT BENEFIT FROM HER, AND I, ABRAM, WAS SPARED BECAUSE OF HER AND I WAS NOT SLAIN. AND I, ABRAM, WEPT ALOUD THAT NIGHT, I AND MY NEPHEW LOT, BECAUSE SARAI HAD BEEN TAKEN FROM ME BY FORCE. I PRAYED THAT NIGHT AND I BEGGED AND IMPLORED, AND I SAID IN MY SORROW WHILE MY TEARS RAN DOWN: ‘BLESSED ART THOU, O MOST HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], LORD OF ALL THE WORLDS, THOU WHO ART LORD AND KING OF ALL THINGS AND WHO RULEST OVER ALL THE KINGS OF THE EARTH AND JUDGEST THEM ALL! I CRY NOW BEFORE THEE, MY LORD, AGAINST PHARAOH OF ZOAN THE KING OF EGYPT, BECAUSE OF MY WIFE WHO HAS BEEN TAKEN FROM ME BY FORCE. JUDGE HIM FOR ME THAT I MAY SEE THY MIGHTY HAND RAISED AGAINST HIM AND AGAINST ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD, AND THAT HE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO DEFILE MY WIFE THIS NIGHT (SEPARATING HER) FROM ME, AND THAT THEY MAY KNOW THEE, MY LORD, THAT THOU ART LORD OF ALL THE KINGS OF THE EARTH.’ AND I WEPT AND WAS SORROWFUL. AND DURING THAT NIGHT THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] SENT A SPIRIT TO SCOURGE HIM, AN EVIL SPIRIT TO ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD; AND IT SCOURGED HIM AND ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD. AND HE WAS UNABLE TO APPROACH HER, AND ALTHOUGH HE WAS WITH HER FOR TWO YEARS, HE KNEW HER NOT. AT THE END OF THOSE TWO YEARS THE SCOURGES AND AFFLICTIONS GREW GREATER AND MORE GRIEVOUS UPON HIM AND ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD, SO HE SENT FOR ALL [THE SAGES] OF EGYPT, FOR ALL THE MAGICIANS, TOGETHER WITH ALL THE HEALERS OF EGYPT, THAT THEY MIGHT HEAL HIM AND ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD OF THIS SCOURGE. BUT NOT ONE HEALER OR MAGICIAN OR SAGE COULD STAY TO CURE HIM, FOR THE SPIRIT SCOURGED THEM ALL AND THEY FLED. THEN HARKENOSH CAME TO ME, BESEECHING ME TO GO TO THE KING AND TO PRAY FOR HIM AND TO LAY MY HANDS UPON HIM THAT HE MIGHT LIVE, FOR THE KING HAD DREAMT A DREAM...BUT LOT SAID TO HIM, ‘ABRAM MY UNCLE CANNOT PRAY FOR THE KING WHILE SARAI HIS WIFE IS WITH HIM. GO, THEREFORE, AND TELL THE KING TO RESTORE HIS WIFE TO HER HUSBAND; THEN HE WILL PRAY FOR HIM AND HE SHALL LIVE.’ WHEN HARKENOSH HAD HEARD THE WORDS OF LOT, HE WENT TO THE KING AND SAID, ‘ALL THESE SCOURGES AND AFFLICTIONS WITH WHICH MY LORD THE KING IS SCOURGED AND AFFLICTED ARE BECAUSE OF SARAI THE WIFE OF ABRAM. LET SARAI BE RESTORED TO ABRAM HER HUSBAND, AND THIS SCOURGE AND THE SPIRIT OF FESTERING SHALL VANISH FROM YOU.’ AND HE CALLED ME AND SAID, ‘WHAT HAVE YOU DONE TO ME WITH REGARD TO [SARAI]? YOU SAID TO ME, SHE IS MY SISTER, WHEREAS SHE IS YOUR WIFE; AND I TOOK HER TO BE MY WIFE. BEHOLD YOUR WIFE WHO IS WITH ME; DEPART AND GO HENCE FROM ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT! AND NOW PRAY FOR ME AND MY HOUSE THAT THIS EVIL SPIRIT MAY BE EXPELLED FROM IT.’ SO, I PRAYED [FOR HIM] ...AND I LAID MY HANDS ON HIS [HEAD]; AND THE SCOURGE DEPARTED FROM HIM AND THE EVIL [SPIRIT] WAS EXPELLED [FROM HIM], AND HE LIVED. AND THE KING ROSE TO TELL ME...AND THE KING SWORE AN OATH TO ME THAT...AND THE KING GAVE HER MUCH [SILVER AND GOLD] AND MUCH RAIMENT OF FINE LINEN AND PURPLE...AND HAGAR ALSO...AND HE APPOINTED MEN TO LEAD [ME] OUT [OF ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT]. AND I, ABRAM, DEPARTED WITH VERY GREAT FLOCKS AND WITH SILVER AND GOLD, AND I WENT UP FROM [EGYPT] TOGETHER WITH MY NEPHEW [LOT]. LOT HAD GREAT FLOCKS ALSO, AND HE TOOK A WIFE FOR HIMSELF FROM AMONG [THE DAUGHTERS OF EGYPT. I PITCHED MY CAMP] XXI [IN] EVERY PLACE IN WHICH I HAD FORMERLY CAMPED UNTIL I CAME TO BETHEL, THE PLACE WHERE I HAD BUILT AN ALTAR. AND I BUILT A SECOND ALTAR AND LAID ON IT A SACRIFICE, AND AN OFFERING TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. AND THERE I CALLED ON THE NAME OF THE LORD OF WORLDS AND PRAISED THE NAME OF GOD AND BLESSED GOD, AND I GAVE THANKS BEFORE GOD FOR ALL THE RICHES AND FAVOURS WHICH HE HAD BESTOWED ON ME. FOR HE HAD DEALT KINDLY TOWARDS ME AND HAD LED ME BACK IN PEACE INTO THIS LAND. AFTER THAT DAY, LOT DEPARTED FROM ME ON ACCOUNT OF THE DEEDS OF OUR SHEPHERDS. HE WENT AWAY AND SETTLED IN THE VALLEY OF THE JORDAN, TOGETHER WITH ALL HIS FLOCKS; AND I MYSELF ADDED MORE TO THEM. HE KEPT HIS SHEEP AND JOURNEYED AS FAR AS SODOM, AND HE BOUGHT A HOUSE FOR HIMSELF IN SODOM AND DWELT IN IT. BUT I DWELT ON THE MOUNTAIN OF BETHEL AND IT GRIEVED ME THAT MY NEPHEW LOT HAD DEPARTED FROM ME. AND GOD APPEARED TO ME IN A VISION AT NIGHT AND SAID TO ME, ‘GO TO RAMATH HAZOR WHICH IS NORTH OF BETHEL, THE PLACE WHERE YOU DWELL, AND LIFT UP YOUR EYES AND LOOK TO THE EAST AND TO THE WEST AND TO THE SOUTH AND TO THE NORTH; AND BEHOLD ALL THIS LAND WHICH I GIVE TO YOU AND YOUR SEED FOR EVER.’ THE NEXT MORNING, I WENT UP TO RAMATH HAZOR AND FROM THAT HIGH PLACE I BEHELD THE LAND FROM THE RIVER OF EGYPT TO LEBANON AND SENIR, AND FROM THE GREAT SEA TO HAURAN, AND ALL THE LAND OF GEBAL AS FAR AS KADESH, AND ALL THE GREAT DESERT TO THE EAST OF HAURAN AND SENIR AS FAR AS THE EUPHRATES. AND HE SAID TO ME, ‘I WILL GIVE ALL THIS LAND TO YOUR SEED AND THEY SHALL POSSESS IT FOR EVER. AND I WILL MULTIPLY YOUR SEED LIKE THE DUST OF THE EARTH WHICH NO MAN CAN NUMBER; NEITHER SHALL ANY MAN NUMBER YOUR SEED. RISE AND GO! BEHOLD THE LENGTH AND BREADTH OF THE LAND, FOR IT IS YOURS; AND AFTER YOU, I WILL GIVE IT TO YOUR SEED FOR EVER.’ AND I, ABRAM, DEPARTED TO TRAVEL ABOUT AND SEE THE LAND. I BEGAN MY JOURNEY AT THE RIVER GIHON AND TRAVELLED ALONG THE COAST OF THE SEA UNTIL I CAME TO THE MOUNTAIN OF THE BULL (TAURUS). THEN I TRAVELLED FROM THE COAST OF THE GREAT SALT SEA AND JOURNEYED TOWARDS THE EAST BY THE MOUNTAIN OF THE BULL, ACROSS THE BREADTH OF THE LAND, UNTIL I CAME TO THE RIVER EUPHRATES. I JOURNEYED ALONG THE EUPHRATES UNTIL I CAME TO THE RED SEA (PERSIAN GULF) IN THE EAST, AND I TRAVELLED ALONG THE COAST OF THE RED SEA UNTIL I CAME TO THE TONGUE OF THE SEA OF REEDS (THE MODERN RED SEA) WHICH FLOWS OUT FROM THE RED SEA. THEN I PURSUED MY WAY IN THE SOUTH UNTIL I CAME TO THE RIVER GIHON, AND RETURNING, I CAME TO MY HOUSE IN PEACE AND FOUND ALL THINGS PROSPEROUS THERE. I WENT TO DWELL AT THE OAKS OF MAMRE, WHICH IS AT HEBRON, NORTH-EAST OF HEBRON; AND I BUILT AN ALTAR THERE, AND LAID ON IT A SACRIFICE AND AN OBLATION TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. I ATE AND DRANK THERE, I AND ALL THE MEN OF MY HOUSEHOLD, AND I SENT FOR MAMRE, ORNAM AND ESHKOL, THE THREE AMORITE BROTHERS, MY FRIENDS, AND THEY ATE AND DRANK WITH ME. BEFORE THESE DAYS, KEDORLAOMER KING OF ELAM HAD SET OUT WITH AMRAFEL KING OF BABYLON, ARIOK KING OF KAPTOK, AND TIDAL KING OF THE NATIONS WHICH LIE BETWEEN THE RIVERS; AND THEY HAD WAGED WAR AGAINST BERA KING OF SODOM, BIRSHA KING OF GOMORRAH, SHINAB KING OF ADMAH, SHEMIABAD KING OF ZEBOIM, AND AGAINST THE KING OF BELA. ALL THESE HAD MADE READY FOR BATTLE IN THE VALLEY OF SIDDIM, AND THE KING OF ELAM AND THE OTHER KINGS WITH HIM HAD PREVAILED OVER THE KING OF SODOM AND HIS COMPANIONS AND HAD IMPOSED A TRIBUTE UPON THEM. FOR TWELVE YEARS THEY HAD PAID THEIR TRIBUTE TO THE KING OF ELAM, BUT IN THE THIRTEENTH YEAR THEY REBELLED AGAINST HIM. AND IN THE FOURTEENTH YEAR, THE KING OF ELAM PLACED HIMSELF AT THE HEAD OF ALL HIS ALLIES AND WENT UP BY THE WAY OF THE WILDERNESS; AND THEY SMOTE AND PILLAGED FROM THE RIVER EUPHRATES ONWARD. THEY SMOTE THE REFAIM WHO WERE AT ASHTEROTH KARNAIM, THE ZUMZAMIM WHO WERE AT AMMON, THE EMIM [WHO WERE AT] SHAVEH HA-KERIYYOTH, AND THE HORITES WHO WERE IN THE MOUNTAINS OF GEBAL, UNTIL THEY CAME TO EL PARAN WHICH IS IN THE WILDERNESS. AND THEY RETURNED...AT HAZAZON TAMAR. THE KING OF SODOM WENT OUT TO MEET THEM, TOGETHER WITH THE KING [OF GOMORRAH], THE KING OF ADMAH, THE KING OF ZEBOIM, AND THE KING OF BELA, [AND THEY FOUGHT] A BATTLE IN THE VALLEY [OF SIDDIM] AGAINST KEDORLAOMER [KING OF ELAM AND THE KINGS] WHO WERE WITH HIM. BUT THE KING OF SODOM WAS VANQUISHED AND FLED, AND THE KING OF GOMORRAH FELL INTO THE PITS... [AND] THE KING OF ELAM [CARRIED OFF] ALL THE RICHES OF SODOM AND [GOMORRAH] ...AND THEY TOOK LOT THE NEPHEW XXII OF ABRAM WHO DWELT WITH THEM IN SODOM, TOGETHER WITH ALL HIS POSSESSIONS. NOW ONE OF THE SHEPHERDS OF THE FLOCKS WHICH ABRAM HAD GIVEN TO LOT ESCAPED FROM CAPTIVITY AND CAME TO ABRAM; AT THAT TIME ABRAM DWELT IN HEBRON. HE TOLD HIM THAT LOT HIS NEPHEW HAD BEEN TAKEN, TOGETHER WITH ALL HIS POSSESSIONS, BUT THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN SLAIN AND THAT THE KINGS HAD GONE BY THE WAY OF THE GREAT VALLEY (OF THE JORDAN) IN THE DIRECTION OF THEIR LAND, TAKING CAPTIVES AND PLUNDERING AND SMITING AND SLAYING, AND THAT THEY WERE JOURNEYING TOWARDS THE LAND OF DAMASCUS. ABRAM WEPT BECAUSE OF LOT HIS NEPHEW. THEN HE BRACED HIMSELF; HE ROSE UP AND CHOSE FROM AMONG HIS SERVANTS THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEEN FIGHTING MEN TRAINED FOR WAR, AND ORNAM AND ESHKOL AND MAMRE WENT WITH HIM ALSO. HE PURSUED THEM UNTIL HE CAME TO DAN, AND CAME ON THEM WHILE THEY WERE CAMPED IN THE VALLEY OF DAN. HE FELL ON THEM AT NIGHT FROM FOUR SIDES AND DURING THE NIGHT HE SLEW THEM; HE CRUSHED THEM AND PUT THEM TO FLIGHT, AND ALL OF THEM FLED BEFORE HIM UNTIL THEY CAME TO HELBON WHICH IS NORTH OF DAMASCUS. HE RESCUED FROM THEM ALL THEIR CAPTIVES, AND ALL THEIR BOOTY AND POSSESSIONS. HE ALSO DELIVERED LOT HIS NEPHEW, TOGETHER WITH ALL HIS POSSESSIONS, AND HE BROUGHT BACK ALL THE CAPTIVES WHICH THEY HAD TAKEN. WHEN THE KING OF SODOM LEARNED THAT ABRAM HAD BROUGHT BACK ALL THE CAPTIVES AND ALL THE BOOTY, HE CAME OUT TO MEET HIM; AND HE WENT TO SALEM, WHICH IS JERUSALEM. ABRAM CAMPED IN THE VALLEY OF SHAVEH, WHICH IS THE VALLEY OF THE KING, THE VALLEY OF BETH-HA-KEREM; AND MELCHIZEDEK KING OF SALEM BROUGHT OUT FOOD AND DRINK TO ABRAM AND TO ALL THE MEN WHO WERE WITH HIM. HE WAS THE PRIEST OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. AND HE BLESSED ABRAM AND SAID, ‘BLESSED BE ABRAM BY THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH! AND BLESSED BE THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] WHO HAS DELIVERED YOUR ENEMIES INTO YOUR HAND!’ AND ABRAM GAVE HIM THE TITHE OF ALL THE POSSESSIONS OF THE KING OF ELAM AND HIS COMPANIONS. THEN THE KING OF SODOM APPROACHED AND SAID TO ABRAM, ‘MY LORD ABRAM, GIVE ME THE SOULS WHICH ARE MINE, WHICH YOU HAVE DELIVERED FROM THE KING OF ELAM AND TAKEN CAPTIVE, AND YOU MAY HAVE ALL THE POSSESSIONS.’ THEN SAID ABRAM TO THE KING OF SODOM, ‘I RAISE MY HAND THIS DAY TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH! I WILL TAKE NOTHING OF YOURS, NOT EVEN A SHOE-LACE OR SHOE-STRAP, LEST YOU SAY, ABRAM’S RICHES COME FROM MY POSSESSIONS! I WILL TAKE NOTHING BUT THAT WHICH THE YOUNG MEN WITH ME HAVE EATEN ALREADY, AND THE PORTION OF THE THREE MEN WHO HAVE COME WITH ME. THEY SHALL DECIDE WHETHER THEY WILL GIVE YOU THEIR PORTION.’ AND ABRAM RETURNED ALL THE POSSESSIONS AND ALL THE CAPTIVES AND GAVE THEM TO THE KING OF SODOM; HE FREED ALL THE CAPTIVES FROM THIS LAND WHO WERE WITH HIM, AND SENT THEM ALL BACK. AFTER THESE THINGS, GOD APPEARED TO ABRAM IN A VISION AND SAID TO HIM, ‘BEHOLD, TEN YEARS HAVE PASSED SINCE YOU DEPARTED FROM HARAN. FOR TWO YEARS YOU DWELT HERE AND YOU SPENT SEVEN YEARS IN EGYPT, AND ONE YEAR HAS PASSED SINCE YOU RETURNED FROM EGYPT. AND NOW EXAMINE AND COUNT ALL YOU HAVE, AND SEE HOW IT HAS GROWN TO BE DOUBLE THAT WHICH CAME OUT WITH YOU FROM HARAN. AND NOW DO NOT FEAR, I AM WITH YOU; I AM YOUR HELP AND YOUR STRENGTH. I AM A SHIELD ABOVE YOU AND A MIGHTY SAFEGUARD ROUND ABOUT YOU. YOUR WEALTH AND POSSESSIONS SHALL MULTIPLY GREATLY.’ BUT ABRAM SAID, ‘MY LORD GOD, I HAVE GREAT WEALTH AND POSSESSIONS BUT WHAT GOOD SHALL THEY DO TO ME? I SHALL DIE NAKED; CHILDLESS SHALL I GO HENCE. A CHILD FROM MY HOUSEHOLD SHALL INHERIT FROM ME. ELIEZER SON...SHALL INHERIT FROM ME.’ AND HE SAID TO HIM, ‘HE SHALL NOT BE YOUR HEIR, BUT ONE WHO SHALL SPRING [FROM YOUR BODY SHALL INHERIT FROM YOU].’ 
GENESIS COMMENTARIES (4Q252—254A)
FROM THIS NON-CONTINUOUS PARAPHRASE OF GENESIS, FOUR SECTIONS ARE REPRODUCED HERE, TWO OF WHICH ARE OF SECTARIAN INSPIRATION. THE COMPOSITION OF THE FIRST FRAGMENT ATTEMPTS TO ADAPT THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE BIBLICAL FLOOD STORY TO THE SOLAR CALENDAR OF THE QUMRAN COMMUNITY. ALONG MORE GENERAL LINES, IT SEEKS ALSO TO EXPLAIN CERTAIN PECULIARITIES OF THE SCRIPTURAL TEXT, E.G., WHY, DESPITE HAM’S DISRESPECT TO HIS FATHER, IT WAS NOT HE, BUT HIS SON CANAAN, WHO WAS CURSED BY NOAH. THE EXEGESIS ATTESTED IN THIS SECTION IS DISTINCT FROM THE PESBER, AND RESEMBLES PARTLY THE STYLE OF THE ‘REWRITTEN BIBLE’ SUCH AS THE GENESIS APOCRYPHON, AND PARTLY THE ‘PLAIN’, OR PESHAT, INTERPRETATION OF THE RABBIS. THE SUBJECT OF THE SECOND EXCERPT IS THE BLESSING OF JUDAH, I.E. THE TRIBE IN WHICH DAVID ORIGINATED. THE SECTARIAN COMMENTATOR (SEE THE MENTION OF THE ‘MEN OF THE COMMUNITY’ IN LINE 5) EMPHASIZES THAT THE ROYAL POWER WILL BELONG FOR EVER TO THE DESCENDANTS OF DAVID, THEREBY IMPLYING THAT ALL NON-DAVIDIC RULERS, SUCH AS THE CONTEMPORARY HASMONAEAN PRIEST-KINGS, UNLAWFULLY OCCUPY THE THRONE. IF SO, THE COMPOSITION BEST FITS TO THE FIRST HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. ONLY FOUR TINY FRAGMENTS OF 4Q253 ARE EXTANT. FR. I: MENTIONS THE ARK. FR. 3, COL. I: CONTAINS A CITATION FROM MAL. III, 16—18. THIS IS THE ONLY TRANSLATABLE EXCERPT. FIFTEEN MOSTLY INSIGNIFICANT SCRAPS OF 4Q254 CORRESPOND PARTLY TO THE NOAH STORY AND PARTLY TO THE BLESSINGS OF THE PATRIARCHS. ONLY FRS. I AND 5 CAN BE TRANSLATED. FR. I, LINES 2—4 OVERLAP WITH 4Q252 II, 1.6. 
4Q252, FR. I (GEN. VI, 3—XV, 17): I: [IN THE] FOUR HUNDRED AND EIGHTIETH YEAR OF THE LIFE OF NOAH CAME THEIR END (THAT OF ANTEDILUVIAN MANKIND). AND GOD SAID, MY SPIRIT [ACTS 7:59] SHALL NOT ABIDE IN MAN FOR EVER AND THEIR DAYS SHALL BE DETERMINED TO BE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS (GEN. VI, 3) - UNTIL THE END OF THE FLOOD. AND THE WATERS OF THE FLOOD ARRIVED ON THE EARTH IN THE SIX HUNDREDTH YEAR OF THE LIFE OF NOAH, IN THE SECOND MONTH— ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK —ON THE SEVENTEENTH (OF THE MONTH). ON THAT DAY ALL THE FOUNTAINS OF THE GREAT DEEP BURST FORTH AND THE WINDOWS OF THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED. AND RAIN FELL ON THE EARTH FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS (VII, 11— 12) UNTIL THE TWENTY-SIXTH DAY OF THE THIRD MONTH, THE FIFTH DAY OF THE WEEK. AND THE WATERS PREVAILED UPON THE EARTH A HUNDRED AND FIFTY DAYS (VII, 24)—UNTIL THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE SEVENTH MONTH, THE THIRD DAY OF THE WEEK. AND AT THE END OF A HUNDRED AND FIFTY DAYS, THE WATERS HAD ABATED— TWO DAYS, THE FOURTH AND THE FIFTH DAY, AND ON THE SIXTH DAY - THE ARK CAME TO REST ON THE MOUNTAINS OF HURARAT (OR: TURARAT), ON THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF THE SEVENTH MONTH (VIII, 3—4). AND THE WATERS CONTINUED TO ABATE UNTIL THE TENTH MONTH, THE FIRST DAY OF (THE MONTH) - THE FOURTH DAY OF THE WEEK—AND THE TOPS OF THE MOUNTAINS APPEARED (VIII, 5). AT THE END OF FORTY DAYS ― AFTER THE TOPS OF THE MOUNTAINS HAD BEEN SEEN ― NOAH OPENED THE WINDOW OF THE ARK (VIII, 6) - ON THE TENTH DAY OF THE ELEVENTH MONTH. AND HE SENT FORTH THE DOVE TO SEE IF THE WATERS HAD SUBSIDED (VIII, 8), BUT SHE DID NOT FIND A RESTING-PLACE AND RETURNED TO HIM TO THE ARK (VIII, 9). HE WAITED ANOTHER SEVEN DAYS AND AGAIN SENT HER FORTH (VIII, 10). SHE CAME BACK TO HIM WITH A PLUCKED OLIVE LEAF IN HER BEAK (VIII, 10—11)—THIS IS THE TWENTY-FOURTH [DAY] OF THE ELEVENTH MONTH, THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK. AND NOAH KNEW THAT THE WATERS HAD SUBSIDED FROM THE EARTH (VIII, II). AT THE END OF ANOTHER [SEVEN DAYS, HE SENT FORTH THE DOVE AND IT DID NOT] RETURN AGAIN (VIII, 12)—THIS IS THE FIRST DAY [OF THE TWELFTH] MONTH, [THE FIRST DAY] OF THE WEEK. AT THE END OF THREE WEEKS AFTER NOAH HAD SENT FORTH THE DOVE WHICH DID NOT RETURN TO HIM ANY MORE, THE WATERS DRIED UP [FROM THE EARTH AND] NOAH REMOVED THE COVERING OF THE ARK AND LOOKED, AND BEHOLD, THE FACE OF THE GROUND WAS DRY (VIII, 13). THIS WAS THE FIRST DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH. [AND IT HAPPENED] II IN THE SIX HUNDRED AND FIRST YEAR OF THE LIFE OF NOAH, ON THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF THE SECOND MONTH THAT THE EARTH WAS DRY (VIII, 14) - ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK. ON THAT DAY NOAH WENT FORTH FROM THE ARK (VIII, 18) AT THE END OF A FULL YEAR OF THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FOUR DAYS, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, ON THE SEVENTEENTH OF THE SECOND MONTH VACAT ON AND SIX VACAT NOAH FROM THE ARK AT THE APPOINTED TIME OF A FULL YEAR VACAT AND NOAH AWOKE FROM HIS WINE AND KNEW WHAT HIS YOUNGEST SON HAD DONE TO HIM. AND HE SAID, CURSED BE CANAAN; A SLAVE OF SLAVES SHALL HE BE TO [HIS] BROTHERS (IX, 24—5). BUT HE DID NOT CURSE HAM BUT ONLY HIS SON, FOR GOD HAD BLESSED THE SONS OF NOAH. AND LET HIM DWELL IN THE TENTS OF SHEM (IX, 27). HE GAVE THE LAND TO ABRAM, HIS BELOVED. [TERAH] WAS ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FIVE YEARS OLD WHEN HE WENT FORTH FROM UR OF THE CHALDEES AND CAME TO HARAN (XI, 31). NOW ABRAM WAS SEVENTY YEARS OLD AND FOR FIVE YEARS ABRAM DWELT IN HARAN. AND AFTERWARDS ABRAM WENT FORTH TO THE LAND OF CANAAN. SIXTY-FIVE YEARS...THE HEIFER AND THE RAM AND THE GO[AT] (XV, 9) ... [THE TORCH OF] FIRE WHEN IT PASSED OVER (XV, 17) ...
(GEN. XXXVI, 12): IV: TIMNA WAS THE CONCUBINE OF ELIPHAZ SON OF ESAU AND SHE BORE TO HIM AMALEK (XXXVI, 12), WHOM SAUL SMO[TE] AS HE SAID TO MOSES, IN THE LAST DAYS YOU WILL WIPE OUT THE MEMORY OF AMALEK FROM UNDER THE HEAVEN (DEUT. XXV, 19).
BLESSINGS OF JACOB (GEN. XLIX, 3): REUBEN, YOU ARE MY FIRST-BORN, THE FIRSTFRUIT OF MY STRENGTH, PREEMINENT IN PRIDE AND PRE-EMINENT IN POWER. UNSTABLE AS WATER, YOU SHALL NOT HAVE PRE-EMINENCE; YOU WENT UP TO YOUR FATHERS, BED; YOU HAVE DEFILED HIS COUCH... (XLIX, 3) ITS INTERPRETATION IS THAT HE REBUKED HIM BECAUSE HE SLEPT WITH BILHAH, HIS CONCUBINE, AND HE SAID, ‘[MY] FIRST-BORN... (IBID.) REUBEN IS THE FIRSTFRUIT...’
(GEN. XLIX, 10): V THE SCEPTRE [SHALL NOT] DEPART FROM THE TRIBE OF JUDAH... [XLIX, 10]. WHENEVER ISRAEL RULES, THERE SHALL [NOT] FAIL TO BE A DESCENDANT OF DAVID UPON THE THRONE (JER. XXXIII, 17). FOR THE RULER’S STAFF (XLIX, 10) IS THE COVENANT OF KINGSHIP, [AND THE CLANS] OF ISRAEL ARE THE DIVISIONS, 95 UNTIL THE MESSIAH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS COMES, THE BRANCH OF DAVID. FOR TO HIM AND HIS SEED IS GRANTED THE COVENANT OF KINGSHIP OVER HIS PEOPLE FOR EVERLASTING GENERATIONS WHICH HE IS TO KEEP...THE LAW WITH THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY, FOR...IT IS THE ASSEMBLY OF THE MEN OF...
GENESIS COMMENTARY C (4Q254):
FR. I (GEN. IX, 24—5): ...WHICH HE SAYS...ON THE DOORS AND... [AND NOAH AWOKE FROM HIS WINE] AND KNEW WHAT [HIS YOUNGEST SON HAD DONE TO HIM. AND HE SAID, CURSED BE CANAAN; A SLAVE OF SLAVES [SHALL HE BE TO HIS BROTHERS] (GEN. IX, 24—5).
FRS. 5—6 (GEN. XLIX, 15—17): AND HE BOWED [HIS SHOULDER TO BEAR AND BECAME] A SLAVE [AT FORCED LABOUR] (GEN. XLXI, 15). ITS INTERPRETATION... [DAN SHALL JUDGE] HIS PEOPLE AS ONE OF THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. DAN SHALL BE A SERPENT IN THE WAY, A VIPER BY THE PATH THAT BITES THE HORSE’S HEEIS (GEN. XLIX, 15-17) ...
GENESIS COMMENTARY D (4Q254A)
FR.3: [ON] THE SEVENTEENTH OF THE MONTH...NOAH WENT OUT OF THE ARK AT THE APPOINTED TIME YEAR BY YEAR...A RAVEN AND IT WENT OUT AND RETURNED TO ANNOUNCE TO THE LAST GENERATIONS...BEFORE HIM, FOR THE RAVEN WENT OUT AND RETURNED...
COMMENTARIES ON ISAIAH (4Q 11611-5, 3Q4)
TRANSLATABLE FRAGMENTS OF FOUR COMMENTARIES ON ISAIAH WERE DISCOVERED IN CAVE 4 (4QPISAA—D = 4Q161—4). A FIFTH (4QPISAE = 4QI65) IS TOO MUTILATED TO BE RENDERED INTO ENGLISH. THE FIRST DOCUMENT ALLUDES TO THE DEFEAT OF THE KITTIM AND EXPOUNDS THE RENOWNED MESSIANIC PROPHECY OF ISA. XI. IT IS RELATED TO 4Q285 (CF. P. 188). THE SECOND AND THE THIRD DEAL WITH THE JEWISH OPPONENTS OF THE SECT. THE FOURTH, RELYING ON ISA. LIV, IDENTIFIES THE COMMUNITY AS THE NEW JERUSALEM. THEY MAY ALL BE ASSIGNED TO THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. A SMALL FRAGMENT FROM CAVE 3 (3Q4) REPRESENTS A COMMENTARY ON ISA. I, I, BUT WITH NO CONTINUOUS TEXT. 
FRS. 8-10: ...AND THE TALLEST TREES [SHALL BE CUT DOWN AND] THE LOFTY [SHALL BE FELLED] WITH THE AXE, AND LEBANON THROUGH A POWERFUL ONE SHALL FALL (X, 33—4). ITS INTERPRETATION CONCERNS THE KITTIM WHO SHALL CRUSH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND THE HUMBLE...ALL THE NATIONS AND THE VALIANT SHALL BE DISMAYED AND [THEIR] HEARTS SHALL MELT. [AND THAT WHICH HE SAID, THE TALLEST] TREES SHALL BE CUT DOWN, THESE ARE THE VALIANT OF THE KITTIM...AND THAT WHICH HE SAID. THE HEART OF THE FOREST SHALL BE FELLED WITH THE AXE, THEY...FOR THE WAR OF THE KITTIM. AND LEBANON THROUGH A POWERFUL ONE SHALL FALL (X, 34). ITS INTERPRETATION CONCERNS THE KITTIM WHO WILL BE GIVEN INTO THE HAND OF HIS GREAT ONE...WHEN HE FLEES FROM BEFORE ISRAEL... VACAT. [AND THERE SHALL COME FORTH A ROD FROM THE STEM OF JESSE AND A BRANCH SHALL GROW OUT OF ITS ROOTS. AND THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD SHALL REST UPON HIM, THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND MIGHT, THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF THE FEAR OF THE LORD. AND HIS DELIGHT SHALL BE IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD. HE SHALL NOT JUDGE BY WHAT HIS EYES SEE, OR PASS SENTENCE BY WHAT HIS EARS HEAR; HE SHALL JUDGE THE POOR RIGHTEOUSLY AND SHALL PASS SENTENCE JUSTLY ON THE HUMBLE OF THE EARTH] (XI, 1—3). [INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE BRANCH] OF DAVID WHO SHALL ARISE AT THE END [OF DAYS] ...GOD WILL UPHOLD HIM WITH [THE SPIRIT OF MIGHT, AND WILL GIVE HIM] A THRONE OF GLORY AND A CROWN OF [HOLINESS] AND MANYCOLOURED GARMENTS... [HE WILL PUT A SCEPTRE] IN HIS HAND AND HE SHALL RULE OVER ALL THE [NATIONS]. AND MAGOG...AND HIS SWORD SHALL JUDGE [ALL] THE PEOPLES. AND AS FOR THAT WHICH HE SAID, HE SHALL NOT [JUDGE BY WHAT HIS EYES SEE] OR PASS SENTENCE BY WHAT HIS EARS HEAR: INTERPRETED, THIS MEANS THAT... [THE PRIESTS] ...AS THEY TEACH HIM, SO WILL HE JUDGE; AND AS THEY ORDER, [SO WILL HE PASS SENTENCE]. ONE OF THE PRIESTS OF RENOWN SHALL GO OUT, AND GARMENTS OF...SHALL BE IN HIS HANDS...
4Q162: [FOR TEN ACRES OF VINEYARD SHALL PRODUCE ONLY ONE BATH, AND A HOMER OF SEED SHALL YIELD BUT ONE EPHAH] (V, 10). INTERPRETED, THIS SAYING CONCERNS THE LAST DAYS, THE DEVASTATION OF THE LAND BY SWORD AND FAMINE. AT THE TIME OF THE VISITATION OF THE LAND THERE SHALL BE WOE TO THOSE WHO RISE EARLY IN THE MORNING TO RUN AFTER STRONG DRINK, TO THOSE WHO LINGER IN THE EVENING UNTIL WINE INFLAMES THEM. THEY HAVE ZITHER AND HARP AND TIMBREL AND FLUTE AND W INE AT THEIR FEASTS, BUT THEY DO NOT REGARD THE WORK OF THE LORD OR SEE THE DEEDS OF HIS HAND. THEREFORE, MY PEOPLE GO INTO EXILE FOR WANT OF KNOW LEDGE, AND THEIR NOBLEMEN DIE OF HUNGER AND THEIR MULTITUDE IS PARCHED WITH THIRST. THEREFORE, HELL HAS WIDENED ITS GULLET AND OPENED ITS MOUTH BEYOND MEASURE, AND THE NOBILITY OF JERUSALEM AND HER MULTITUDE GO DOWN, HER TUMULT AND HE WHO REJOICES IN HER (V, 11—14). THESE ARE THE SCOFFERS IN JERUSALEM WHO HAVE DESPISED THE LAW OF THE LORD AND SCORNED THE WORD OF THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL. THEREFORE, THE WRATH OF THE LORD WAS KINDLED AGAINST HIS PEOPLE. HE STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND AGAINST THEM AND SMOTE THEM; THE MOUNTAINS TREMBLED AND THEIR CORPSES WERE LIKE SWEEPINGS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE STREETS. AND [HIS WRATH] HAS NOT RELENTED FOR ALL THESE THINGS [AND HIS HAND IS STRETCHED OUT STILL] (V, 24—5). THIS IS THE CONGREGATION OF SCOFFERS IN JERUSALEM...
4Q163: THUS, SAID THE LORD, THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, ‘YOU SHALL BE SAVED BY RETURNING AND RESTING; YOUR STRENGTH SHALL BE IN SILENCE AND TRUST.’ BUT YOU WOULD NOT. YOU [SAID], ‘NO. WE W ILL FLEE UPON HORSES AND WILL RIDE ON SWIFT STEEDS.’ THEREFORE, YOUR PURSUERS SHALL BE SPEEDY ALSO. A THOUSAND SHALL FLEE AT THE THREAT OF ONE; AT THE THREAT OF FIVE YOU SHALL FLEE [TILL] YOU ARE LEFT LIKE A FLAGSTAFF ON TOP OF A MOUNTAIN AND LIKE A SIGNAL ON TOP OF A HILL. THEREFORE, THE LORD WAITS TO BE [GRACIOUS TO] YOU; THEREFORE, HE EXALTS HIMSELF TO HAVE MERCY ON YOU. FOR THE LORD IS A GOD OF JUSTICE. HOW BLESSED ARE ALL THOSE WHO WAIT FOR HIM! (XXX, 15—18). THIS SAYING, REFERRING TO THE LAST DAYS, CONCERNS THE CONGREGATION OF THOSE WHO SEEK SMOOTH THINGS IN JERUSALEM... [WHO DESPISE THE] LAW AND DO NOT [TRUST IN GOD] ...AS ROBBERS LIE IN WAIT FOR A MAN...THEY HAVE DESPISED [THE WORDS OF] THE LAW...O PEOPLE OF ZION [WHO LIVE IN JERUSALEM, YOU SHALL WEEP NO MORE. AT THE SOUND OF] YOUR CRYING [HE W ILL BE GRACIOUS TO YOU; HE W ILL ANSWER YOU] WHEN HE [HEARS IT. ALTHOUGH THE LORD GIVES YOU BREAD OF OPPRESSION AND WATER OF DISTRESS, YOUR TEACHER] SHALL BE HIDDEN [NO MORE AND YOUR EYES SHALL SEE YOUR TEACHER] ... (XXX, 19—20).
4Q164: BEHOLD, I WILL SET YOUR STONES IN ANTIMONY (LIV, IIB). [INTERPRETED, THIS, SAYING CONCERNS] ...ALL ISRAEL IS LIKE ANTIMONY SURROUNDING THE EYE. AND I WILL LAY YOUR FOUNDATIONS WITH SAPPHIRES (LIV, IIC). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE PRIESTS AND THE PEOPLE WHO LAID THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY...THE CONGREGATION OF HIS ELECT (SHALL SPARKLE) LIKE A SAPPHIRE AMONG STONES. [AND I WILL MAKE] ALL YOUR PINNACLES [OF AGATE] (LIV, 12A). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE TWELVE [CHIEF PRIESTS] WHO SHALL ENLIGHTEN BY JUDGEMENT OF THE URIM AND TUMMIM...WHICH ARE ABSENT FROM THEM, LIKE THE SUN WITH ALL ITS LIGHT, AND LIKE THE MOON... [AND ALL YOUR GATES OF CARBUNCLES] (LIV, 12B). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE CHIEFS OF THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL...
COMMENTARIES ON HOSEA (4Q166—7)
TWO FRAGMENTARY MANUSCRIPTS (4Q166—7) INCLUDE EXEGESES OF HOSEA. IN THE FIRST, THE UNFAITHFUL WIFE IS THE JEWISH PEOPLE LED ASTRAY BY HER LOVERS, THE GENTILES. THE SECOND REFERS CRYPTICALLY TO ‘THE FURIOUS YOUNG LION’, MENTIONED ALSO IN THE COMMENTARY ON NAHUM, AND TO ‘THE LAST PRIEST WHO SHALL...STRIKE EPHRAIM’. 
4Q166: II: [SHE KNEW NOT THAT] IT WAS I WHO GAVE HER [THE NEW WINE AND OIL], WHO LAVISHED [UPON HER SILVER] AND GOLD WHICH THEY [USED FOR BAAL] (II, 8). INTERPRETED, THIS MEANS THAT [THEY ATE AND] WERE FILLED, BUT THEY FORGOT GOD WHO...THEY CAST HIS COMMANDMENTS BEHIND THEM WHICH HE HAD SENT [BY THE HAND OF] HIS SERVANTS THE PROPHETS, AND THEY LISTENED TO THOSE WHO LED THEM ASTRAY. THEY REVERED THEM, AND IN THEIR BLINDNESS, THEY FEARED THEM AS THOUGH THEY WERE GODS. THEREFORE, I WILL TAKE BACK MY CORN IN ITS TIME AND MY WINE [IN ITS SEASON]. I WILL TAKE AWAY MY WOOL AND MY FLAX LEST THEY COVER [HER NAKEDNESS]. I WILL UNCOVER HER SHAME BEFORE THE EYES OF [HER] LOVERS [AND] NO MAN SHALL DELIVER HER FROM OUT OF MY HAND (II, 9—10). INTERPRETED, THIS MEANS THAT HE SMOTE THEM WITH HUNGER AND NAKEDNESS THAT THEY MIGHT BE SHAMED AND DISGRACED IN THE SIGHT OF THE NATIONS ON WHICH THEY RELIED. THEY WILL NOT DELIVER THEM FROM THEIR MISERIES. I WILL PUT AN END TO HER REJOICING, [HER FEASTS], HER [NEW] MOONS, HER SABBATHS, AND ALL HER FESTIVALS (II, II). INTERPRETED, THIS MEANS THAT [THEY HAVE REJECTED THE RULING OF THE LAW, AND HAVE] FOLLOWED THE FESTIVALS OF THE NATIONS. BUT [THEIR REJOICING SHALL COME TO AN END AND] SHALL BE CHANGED INTO MOURNING. I WILL RAVAGE [HER VINES AND HER FIG TREES], OF WHICH SHE SAID, ‘THEY ARE MY WAGE [WHICH MY LOVERS HAVE GIVEN ME’.] I WILL MAKE OF THEM A THICKET AND THE [WILD BEASTS] SHALL EAT THEM... (II, 12).
4Q167, FR. 2: ...AND YOUR WOUND SHALL NOT BE HEALED (V, 13). [ITS] INTERPRETATION CONCERNS...THE FURIOUS YOUNG LION...FOR I WILL BE LIKE A LION TO EPHRAIM [AND LIKE A YOUNG LION TO THE HOUSE OF JUDAH] (V, 14A). ITS INTERPRETATION CONCERNS THE LAST PRIEST WHO SHALL STRETCH OUT HIS HAND TO STRIKE EPHRAIM...I WILL GO AND COME BACK TO MY PLACE UNTIL THEY WILL FEEL GUILTY AND SEEK MY FACE; IN THEIR DISTRESS THEY WILL SEEK ME EAGERLY (V, 15) ITS INTERPRETATION IS THAT GOD HAS HIDDEN HIS FACE FROM...AND THEY DID NOT LISTEN...
FRS. 7-9: BUT THEY, LIKE ADAM, HAVE BROKEN THE COVENANT (VI, 7). [ITS] INTERPRETATION...THEY HAVE FORSAKEN GOD AND WALKED ACCORDING TO THE DECREES [OF THE GENTILES] ...
COMMENTARY ON MICAH (1Q]14,4Q168)
TINY FRAGMENTS FROM CAVE I (1Q14) REPRESENT AN EXPOSITION OF MICAH. ALTHOUGH THE PROPHET’S WORDS ARE INTENDED TO CASTIGATE BOTH SAMARIA AND JERUSALEM, THE QUMRAN COMMENTATOR INTERPRETS SAMARIA AS ALLUDING TO THE ‘SPOUTER OF LIES’, THE ENEMY OF THE SECT, BUT RELATES JUDAH AND JERUSALEM TO THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HIS COMMUNITY. FURTHER FRAGMENTS OF MICAH IV, 8—12 ARE GIVEN THE TITLE ‘COMMENTARY ON MICAH (?)’, IN 4Q168 (DJD, V, 36), BUT SINCE NEITHER THE WORD PESHER, NOR ANY INTERPRETATIVE MATERIAL IS EXTANT, THE MANUSCRIPT MAY BE BIBLICAL. 
[ALL THIS IS] FOR THE TRANSGRESSION [OF JACOB AND FOR THE SINS OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. WHAT IS THE TRANSGRESSION OF JACOB?] IS IT NOT [SAMARIA? AND WHAT IS THE HIGH PLACE OF JUDAH? IS IT NOT JERUSALEM? I W ILL MAKE OF SAMARIA A RUIN IN THE FIELDS, AND OF JERUSALEM A PLANTATION OF VINES] (I, 5—6). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE SPOUTER OF LIES [WHO LED THE] SIMPLE [ASTRAY]. AND WHAT IS THE HIGH PLACE OF JUDAH? [IS IT NOT JERUSALEM?] (I, 5). [INTERPRETED, THIS, CONCERNS] THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WHO [EXPOUNDED THE LAW TO] HIS [COUNCIL] AND TO ALL WHO FREELY PLEDGED THEMSELVES TO JOIN THE ELECT OF [GOD TO KEEP THE LAW] IN THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY, WHO SHALL BE SAVED ON THE DAY [OF JUDGEMENT] ...
COMMENTARY ON NAHUM (4Q169)
SUBSTANTIAL REMAINS OF A NAHUM COMMENTARY WERE RETRIEVED FROM CAVE 4 (4Q169). THEY COVER PARTS OF CHAPTERS I AND II, OF THE BIBLICAL BOOK, AND THE FIRST FOURTEEN VERSES OF CHAPTER III. THEIR HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE HAS BEEN DISCUSSED IN CHAPTER III (PP. 55—62). IT IS WORTHY OF NOTE THAT THE COMMENTATOR EMPLOYS NOT ONLY CRYPTOGRAMS (KITTIM, FURIOUS YOUNG LION, ETC.), BUT THE ACTUAL NAMES OF TWO GREEK KINGS (DEMETRIUS AND ANTIOCHUS). REFERENCE TO ‘THE FURIOUS YOUNG LION’ AS ONE WHO ‘HANGS MEN ALIVE’ SHOWS THAT ‘HANGING’, PROBABLY A SYNONYM FOR CRUCIFIXION, WAS PRACTISED AS A FORM OF EXECUTION. IT IS ALSO LEGISLATED FOR IN THE TEMPLE SCROLL (LXIV, 6—13), WHERE IT IS THE CAPITAL PUNISHMENT RESERVED FOR TRAITORS. IN BIBLICAL LAW, BY CONTRAST, ONLY THE DEAD BODY OF AN EXECUTED CRIMINAL IS TO BE HANGED, THAT IS, DISPLAYED IN PUBLIC AS AN EXAMPLE (DEUT. XXI, 21). ON PALAEOGRAPHICAL GROUNDS THE MANUSCRIPT IS DATED TO THE SECOND HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. 
FRS. 1—2: [IN WHIRLWIND AND STORM IS HIS WAY AND] CLOUD IS THE DUST OF HIS FEET (I, 3). ITS INTERPRETATION...THE WHIRLWINDS AND THE STORMS ARE (FROM) THE FIRMAMENTS OF HIS HEAVEN AND OF HIS EARTH WHICH HE HAS CREATED. HE REBUKES THE SEA AND DRIES IT UP (I, 4A). ITS [INT]ERPRETATION: THE SEA IS ALL THE KITTIM WHO ARE...TO EXECUTE JUDGEMENT AGAINST THEM AND DESTROY THEM FROM THE FACE [OF THE EARTH,] TOGETHER WITH [ALL] THEIR COMMANDERS WHOSE DOMINION SHALL BE FINISHED. [BASHAN AND] CARMEL HAVE WITHERED AND THE SPROUT OF LEBANON WITHERS (I, 4B). ITS INTERPRETATION...WILL PERISH IN IT, THE SUMMIT OF WICKEDNESS FOR THE...CARMEL AND TO HIS COMMANDERS. LEBANON AND THE SPROUT OF LEBANON ARE [THE PRIESTS, THE SONS OF ZADOK AND THE MEN OF] THEIR COUNCIL AND THEY SHALL PERISH FROM BEFORE...THE ELECT... [A]11 THE INHABITANTS OF THE WORLD. THE MOUNTAINS QUAKE BEFORE HIM AND THE HILLS HEAVE AND THE EARTH [IS LIFTED UP] BEFORE HIM, AND [THE WORLD AND ALL THAT DWELL IN IT. WHO CAN STAND BEFORE HIS WRATH? AND WHO CAN ARISE] AGAINST HIS FURIOUS ANGER? (I, 5—6A). [ITS] INTERPRETATION... I: [WHERE IS THE LIONS’ DEN AND THE CAVE OF THE YOUNG LIONS?] (II, II). [INTERPRETED, THIS, CONCERNS] ...A DWELLING-PLACE FOR THE UNGODLY OF THE NATIONS. WHITHER THE LION GOES, THERE IS THE LION’S CUB, [WITH NONE TO DISTURB IT] (II, IIB). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS DEMETRIUS KING OF GREECE WHO SOUGHT, ON THE COUNSEL OF THOSE WHO SEEK SMOOTH THINGS, TO ENTER JERUSALEM. [BUT GOD DID NOT PERMIT THE CITY TO BE DELIVERED] INTO THE HANDS OF THE KINGS OF GREECE, FROM THE TIME OF ANTIOCHUS UNTIL THE COMING OF THE RULERS OF THE KITTIM. BUT THEN SHE SHALL BE TRAMPLED UNDER THEIR FEET...THE LION TEARS ENOUGH FOR ITS CUBS AND IT CHOKES PREY FOR ITS LIONESSES (II, 12A). [INTERPRETED, THIS] CONCERNS THE FURIOUS YOUNG LION WHO STRIKES BY MEANS OF HIS GREAT MEN, AND BY MEANS OF THE MEN OF HIS COUNCIL. [AND CHOKES PREY FOR ITS LIONESSES; AND IT FILLS] ITS CAVES [WITH PREY] AND ITS DENS WITH VICTIMS (II, 12A—B). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE FURIOUS YOUNG LION [WHO EXECUTES REVENGE] ON THOSE WHO SEEK SMOOTH THINGS AND HANGS MEN ALIVE, ...FORMERLY IN ISRAEL. BECAUSE OF A MAN HANGED ALIVE ON [THE] TREE, HE PROCLAIMS, ‘BEHOLD I AM AGAINST [YOU, SAYS THE LORD OF HOSTS’]. [7 WILL BURN UP YOUR MULTITUDE IN SMOKE], AND THE SWORD SHALL DEVOUR YOUR YOUNG LIONS. I WILL [CUT OFF] YOUR PREY [FROM THE EARTH] (II, I 3). [INTERPRETED] ...YOUR MULTITUDE IS THE BANDS OF HIS ARMY...AND HIS YOUNG LIONS ARE...HIS PREY IS THE WEALTH WHICH [THE PRIESTS] OF JERUSALEM HAVE [AMASSED], WHICH...ISRAEL SHALL BE DELIVERED... [AND THE VOICE OF YOUR MESSENGERS SHALL NO MORE BE HEARD] (II, 13B). [INTERPRETED] II ...HIS MESSENGERS ARE HIS ENVOYS WHOSE VOICE SHALL NO MORE BE HEARD AMONG THE NATIONS. WOE TO THE CITY OF BLOOD; IT IS FULL OF LIES AND RAPINE (III, IA—B). INTERPRETED, THIS IS THE CITY OF EPHRAIM, THOSE WHO SEEK SMOOTH THINGS DURING THE LAST DAYS, WHO WALK IN LIES AND FALSEHOOD. THE PROWLER IS NOT WANTING, NOISE OF WHIP AND NOISE OF RATTLING WHEEL, PRANCING HORSE AND JOLTING CHARIOT, CHARGING HORSEMEN, FLAME AND GLITTERING SPEAR, A MULTITUDE OF THE SLAIN AND A HEAP OF CARCASSES. THERE IS NO END TO THE CORPSES; THEY STUMBLE UPON THEIR CORPSES (III, IC—3). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE DOMINION OF THOSE WHO SEEK SMOOTH THINGS, FROM THE MIDST OF WHOSE ASSEMBLY THE SWORD OF THE NATIONS SHALL NEVER BE WANTING. CAPTIVITY, LOOTING, AND BURNING SHALL BE AMONG THEM, AND EXILE OUT OF DREAD FOR THE ENEMY. A MULTITUDE OF GUILTY CORPSES SHALL FALL IN THEIR DAYS; THERE SHALL BE NO END TO THE SUM OF THEIR SLAIN. THEY SHALL ALSO STUMBLE UPON THEIR BODY OF FLESH BECAUSE OF THEIR GUILTY COUNSEL. BECAUSE OF THE MANY HARLOTRIES OF THE WELL-FAVOURED HARLOT, THE MISTRESS OF SEDUCTION, SHE WHO SELLS NATIONS THROUGH HER HARLOTRIES AND FAMILIES THROUGH HER SEDUCTIONS (III, 4). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THOSE WHO LEAD EPHRAIM ASTRAY, WHO LEAD MANY ASTRAY THROUGH THEIR FALSE TEACHING, THEIR LYING TONGUE, AND DECEITFUL LIPS - KINGS, PRINCES, PRIESTS, AND PEOPLE, TOGETHER WITH THE STRANGER WHO JOINS THEM. CITIES AND FAMILIES SHALL PERISH THROUGH THEIR COUNSEL; HONOURABLE MEN AND RULERS SHALL FALL THROUGH THEIR TONGUE’S [DECISION]. BEHOLD, I AM AGAINST YOU - ORACLE OF THE LORD OF HOSTS - AND YOU WILL LIFT UP YOUR SKIRTS TO YOUR FACE AND EXPOSE YOUR NAKEDNESS TO THE NATIONS AND YOUR SHAME TO THE KINGDOMS (III, 5). INTERPRETED...CITIES OF THE EAST. FOR THE SKIRTS ARE... III: AND THE NATIONS SHALL...AMONG THEM THEIR FILTHY IDOLS. I WILL CAST FILTH UPON YOU AND TREAT YOU WITH CONTEMPT AND RENDER YOU DESPICABLE, SO THAT ALL WHO LOOK UPON YOU SHALL FLEE FROM YOU (III, 6— 7A). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THOSE WHO SEEK SMOOTH THINGS, WHOSE EVIL DEEDS SHALL BE UNCOVERED TO ALL ISRAEL AT THE END OF TIME. MANY SHALL UNDERSTAND THEIR INIQUITY AND TREAT THEM WITH CONTEMPT BECAUSE OF THEIR GUILTY PRESUMPTION. WHEN THE GLORY OF JUDAH SHALL ARISE, THE SIMPLE OF EPHRAIM SHALL FLEE FROM THEIR ASSEMBLY; THEY SHALL ABANDON THOSE WHO LEAD THEM ASTRAY AND SHALL JOIN ISRAEL. THEY SHALL SAY, NINEVEH IS LAID WASTE; WHO SHALL GRIEVE OVER HER? WHENCE SHALL I SEEK COMFORTERS FOR YOU? (III, 7B). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THOSE WHO SEEK SMOOTH THINGS, WHOSE COUNCIL SHALL PERISH AND WHOSE CONGREGATION SHALL BE DISPERSED. THEY SHALL LEAD THE ASSEMBLY ASTRAY NO MORE, AND THE SIMPLE SHALL SUPPORT THEIR COUNCIL NO MORE. ARE YOU BETTER THAN AMON WHICH LAY AMONG THE RIVERS? (III, 8A). INTERPRETED, AMON IS MANASSEH, AND THE RIVERS ARE THE GREAT MEN OF MANASSEH, THE HONOURABLE MEN OF...WHICH WAS SURROUNDED BY WATERS, WHOSE RAMPART WAS THE SEA AND WHOSE WALLS WERE WATERS? (III, 8B). INTERPRETED, THESE ARE HER VALIANT MEN, HER ALMIGHTY WARRIORS. ETHIOPIA [AND EGYPT] WERE HER [LIMITLESS] STRENGTH (III, 9A). [INTERPRETED] ... [PUT AND THE LIBYANS WERE YOUR HELPERS] (III, 9B). IV INTERPRETED, THESE ARE THE WICKED OF [JUDAH], THE HOUSE OF SEPARATION, WHO JOINED MANASSEH. YET SHE WAS EXILED; SHE WENT INTO CAPTIVITY. HER CHILDREN WERE CRUSHED AT THE TOP OF ALL THE STREETS. THEY CAST LOTS FOR HER HONOURABLE MEN, AND ALL HER GREAT MEN WERE BOUND W ITH CHAINS (III, 10). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS MANASSEH IN THE FINAL AGE, WHOSE KINGDOM SHALL BE BROUGHT LOW BY [ISRAEL...HIS WIVES, HIS CHILDREN, AND HIS LITTLE ONES SHALL GO INTO CAPTIVITY. HIS MIGHTY MEN AND HONOURABLE MEN [SHALL PERISH] BY THE SWORD. [YOU SHALL BE DRUNK] AND SHALL BE STUPEFIED (III, IIA). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE WICKED OF EPHRAIM...WHOSE CUP SHALL COME AFTER MANASSEH... [YOU SHALL ALSO SEEK] REFUGE IN THE CITY BECAUSE OF THE ENEMY (III, I IB). INTERPRETED, THIS, CONCERNS...THEIR ENEMIES IN THE CITY... [ALL YOUR STRONGHOLDS SHALL BE] LIKE FIG TREES WITH NEWLY RIPE FIGS (III, 12A).
COMMENTARY ON HABAKKUK (IQPHAB)
THIS WELL-PRESERVED AND DETAILED EXPOSITION OF THE FIRST TWO CHAPTERS OF THE BOOK OF HABAKKUK COMES FROM CAVE I AND WAS PUBLISHED IN 1950 (M. BURROWS, THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS OF ST MARK’S MONASTERY, I, NEW HAVEN, 1950, PLS. LV—LXI). THE PALAEOGRAPHICAL DATING OF THE MANUSCRIPT (30—1 BCE) HAS BEEN CONFIRMED BY RADIOCARBON TESTS (120—5 BCE; CF. ABOVE, PP. 12 —13). THE HABAKKUK COMMENTARY IS ONE OF THE MAIN SOURCES FOR THE STUDY OF QUMRAN ORIGINS, AS WELL AS ESSENE BIBLE EXEGESIS AND THE SECT’S THEOLOGY REGARDING PROPHECY. THE HISTORICAL AND DOCTRINAL ASPECTS OF THE DOCUMENT ARE ANALYSED IN CHAPTERS III AND IV.
I: [ORACLE OF HABAKKUK THE PROPHET. HOW LONG, O LORD, SHALL I CRY] FOR HELP AND THOU W ILT NOT [HEAR]? (I, 1—2). [INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE BEGINNING] OF THE [FINAL] GENERATION... [OR SHOUT TO THEE ‘VIOLENCE’, AND THOU WILT NOT DELIVER?] (I, 2B) ... [WHY DOST THOU CAUSE ME TO SEE INIQUITY AND TO LOOK UPON TROUBLE? DESOLATION AND VIOLENCE ARE BEFORE ME] (I, 3). ...GOD WITH OPPRESSION AND UNFAITHFULNESS...THEY ROB RICHES. [THERE IS QUARRELLING AND CONTENTION] (I, 3B). SO, THE LAW IS WEAK [AND JUSTICE NEVER GOES FORTH] (I, 4A-B). [INTERPRETED] THIS CONCERNS THOSE WHO HAVE DESPISED THE LAW OF GOD [FOR THE WICKED ENCOMPASSES] THE RIGHTEOUS (I, 4C). [THE WICKED IS THE WICKED PRIEST, AND THE RIGHTEOUS] IS THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS... [SO] JUSTICE GOES FORTH [PERVERTED] (I, 4D). ... [BEHOLD THE NATIONS AND SEE, MARVEL AND BE ASTONISHED; FOR I ACCOMPLISH A DEED IN YOUR DAYS, BUT YOU WILL NOT BELIEVE IT WHEN] II: TOLD (I, 5). [INTERPRETED, THIS, CONCERNS] THOSE WHO WERE UNFAITHFUL TOGETHER WITH THE LIAR, IN THAT THEY [DID] NOT [LISTEN TO THE WORD RECEIVED BY] THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS FROM THE [SEXLESS] MOUTH OF GOD. AND IT CONCERNS THE UNFAITHFUL OF THE NEW [COVENANT] IN THAT THEY HAVE NOT BELIEVED IN THE COVENANT OF GOD [AND HAVE PROFANED] HIS HOLY NAME. AND LIKEWISE, THIS SAYING IS TO BE INTERPRETED [AS CONCERNING THOSE WHO] WILL BE UNFAITHFUL AT THE END OF DAYS. THEY, THE MEN OF VIOLENCE AND THE BREAKERS OF THE COVENANT, WILL NOT BELIEVE WHEN THEY HEAR ALL THAT [IS TO HAPPEN TO] THE FINAL GENERATION FROM THE PRIEST [IN WHOSE HEART] GOD SET [UNDERSTANDING] THAT HE MIGHT INTERPRET ALL THE WORDS OF HIS SERVANTS THE PROPHETS, THROUGH WHOM HE FORETOLD ALL THAT WOULD HAPPEN TO HIS PEOPLE AND [HIS LAND]. FOR BEHOLD, I ROUSE THE CHALDEANS, THAT [BITTER AND HASTY] NATION (I, 6A). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE KITTIM [WHO ARE] QUICK AND VALIANT IN WAR, CAUSING MANY TO PERISH. [ALL THE WORLD SHALL FALL] UNDER THE DOMINION OF THE KITTIM, AND THE [WICKED...] THEY SHALL NOT BELIEVE IN THE LAWS OF [GOD...] [WHO MARCH THROUGH THE BREADTH OF THE EARTH TO TAKE POSSESSION OF DWELLINGS WHICH ARE NOT THEIR OWN] (I, 6B). ... III: THEY SHALL MARCH ACROSS THE PLAIN, SMITING AND PLUNDERING THE CITIES OF THE EARTH. FOR IT IS AS HE SAID, TO TAKE POSSESSION OF DWELLINGS WHICH ARE NOT THEIR OWN. THEY ARE FEARSOME AND TERRIBLE; THEIR JUSTICE AND GRANDEUR PROCEED FROM THEMSELVES (I, 7). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE KITTIM WHO INSPIRE ALL THE NATIONS WITH FEAR [AND DREAD]. ALL THEIR EVIL PLOTTING IS DONE WITH INTENTION AND THEY DEAL WITH ALL THE NATIONS IN CUNNING AND GUILE. THEIR HORSES ARE SMIFTER THAN LEOPARDS AND FLEETER THAN EVENING WOLVES. THEIR HORSES STEP FORWARD PROUDLY AND SPREAD THEIR WINGS; THEY FLY FROM AFAR LIKE AN EAGLE AVID TO DEVOUR. ALL OF THEM COME FOR VIOLENCE; THE LOOK ON THEIR FACES IS LIKE THE EAST WIND (I, 8—9A). [INTERPRETED, THIS] CONCERNS THE KITTIM WHO TRAMPLE THE EARTH WITH THEIR HORSES AND BEASTS. THEY COME FROM AFAR, FROM THE ISLANDS OF THE SEA, TO DEVOUR ALL THE PEOPLES LIKE AN EAGLE WHICH CANNOT BE SATISFIED, AND THEY ADDRESS [ALL THE PEOPLES] WITH ANGER AND [WRATH AND FURY] AND INDIGNATION. FOR IT IS AS HE SAID, THE LOOK ON THEIR FACES IS LIKE THE EAST WIND. [THEY HEAP UP] CAPTIVES [LIKE SAND] (I, 9B). IV: THEY SCOFF [AT KINGS], AND PRINCES ARE THEIR LAUGHING-STOCK (I, 10A). INTERPRETED, THIS MEANS THAT THEY MOCK THE GREAT AND DESPISE THE VENERABLE; THEY RIDICULE KINGS AND PRINCES AND SCOFF AT THE MIGHTY HOST. THEY LAUGH AT EVERY FORTRESS; THEY PILE UP EARTH AND TAKE IT (I, 10B). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE COMMANDERS OF THE KITTIM WHO DESPISE THE FORTRESSES OF THE PEOPLES AND LAUGH AT THEM IN DERISION. TO CAPTURE THEM, THEY ENCIRCLE THEM WITH A MIGHTY HOST, AND OUT OF FEAR AND TERROR THEY DELIVER THEMSELVES INTO THEIR HANDS. THEY DESTROY THEM BECAUSE OF THE SINS OF THEIR INHABITANTS. THE WIND THEN SWEEPS ON AND PASSES; AND THEY MAKE OF THEIR STRENGTH THEIR GOD (I, II). INTERPRETED, [THIS, CONCERNS] THE COMMANDERS OF THE KITTIM WHO, ON THE COUNSEL OF [THE] HOUSE OF GUILT, PASS ONE IN FRONT OF THE OTHER; ONE AFTER ANOTHER [THEIR] COMMANDERS COME TO LAY WASTE THE EARTH. [AND THEY MAKE OF THEIR STRENGTH THEIR GOD]: INTERPRETED, THIS, CONCERNS [... ALL] THE PEOPLES... [ART THOU NOT FROM EVERLASTING, O LORD, MY GOD, MY HOLY ONE? WE SHALL NOT DIE.] THOU HAST ORDAINED THEM, [O LORD], V: FOR JUDGEMENT; THOU HAST ESTABLISHED THEM, 0 ROCK, FOR CHASTISEMENT. THEIR EYES ARE TOO PURE TO BEHOLD EVIL; AND THOU CANST NOT LOOK ON DISTRESS (I, 12 —13A). INTERPRETED, THIS SAYING MEANS THAT GOD WILL NOT DESTROY HIS PEOPLE BY THE HAND OF THE NATIONS; GOD WILL EXECUTE THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS BY THE HAND OF HIS ELECT. AND THROUGH THEIR CHASTISEMENT ALL THE WICKED OF HIS PEOPLE SHALL EXPIATE THEIR GUILT WHO KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS IN THEIR DISTRESS. FOR IT IS AS HE SAID, TOO PURE OF EYES TO BEHOLD EVIL: INTERPRETED, THIS MEANS THAT THEY HAVE NOT LUSTED AFTER THEIR EYES DURING THE AGE OF WICKEDNESS. O TRAITORS, WHY DO YOU STARE AND STAY SILENT WHEN THE WICKED SWALLOWS UP ONE MORE RIGHTEOUS THAN HE? (I, 13B). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE HOUSE OF ABSALOM AND THE MEMBERS OF ITS COUNCIL WHO WERE SILENT AT THE TIME OF THE CHASTISEMENT OF THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND GAVE HIM NO HELP AGAINST THE LIAR WHO FLOUTED THE LAW IN THE MIDST OF THEIR WHOLE [CONGREGATION]. THOU DEALEST WITH MEN LIKE THE FISH OF THE SEA, LIKE CREEPING THINGS, TO RULE OVER THEM. THEY DRAW [THEM ALL UP WITH A FISH-HOOK], AND DRAG THEM OUT WITH THEIR NET, AND GATHER THEM IN [THEIR SEINE [CIRCULAR NET]. THEREFORE, THEY SACRIFICE] TO THEIR NET. THEREFORE, THEY REJOICE [AND EXULT AND BURN INCENSE TO THEIR SEINE; FOR BY THEM] THEIR PORTION IS FAT [AND THEIR SUSTENANCE RICH] (I, 14—16). ... VI: THE KITTIM. AND THEY SHALL GATHER IN THEIR RICHES, TOGETHER WITH ALL THEIR BOOTY, LIKE THE FISH OF THE SEA. AND AS FOR THAT WHICH HE SAID, THEREFORE, THEY SACRIFICE TO THEIR NET AND BURN INCENSE TO THEIR SEINE: INTERPRETED, THIS MEANS THAT THEY SACRIFICE TO THEIR STANDARDS AND WORSHIP THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR. FOR BY THEM THEIR PORTION IS FAT AND THEIR SUSTENANCE RICH: INTERPRETED, THIS MEANS THAT THEY DIVIDE THEIR YOKE AND THEIR TRIBUTE ― THEIR SUSTENANCE - OVER ALL THE PEOPLES YEAR BY YEAR, RAVAGING MANY LANDS. THEREFORE, THEIR SWORD IS EVER DRAWN TO MASSACRE NATIONS MERCILESSLY (I, 17). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE KITTIM WHO CAUSE MANY TO PERISH BY THE SWORD - YOUTHS, GROWN MEN, THE AGED, WOMEN AND CHILDREN - AND WHO EVEN TAKE NO PITY ON THE FRUIT OF THE WOMB. I WILL TAKE MY STAND TO WATCH AND WILL STATION MYSELF UPON MY FORTRESS. I WILL WATCH TO SEE WHAT HE WILL SAY TO ME AND HOW [HE WILL ANSWER] MY COMPLAINT. AND THE LORD ANSWERED [AND SAID TO ME, ‘WRITE DOWN THE VISION AND MAKE IT PLAIN] UPON THE TABLETS, THAT [HE WHO READS] MAY READ IT SPEEDILY (II, 1—2). ... VII: AND GOD TOLD HABAKKUK TO WRITE DOWN THAT WHICH WOULD HAPPEN TO THE FINAL GENERATION, BUT HE DID NOT MAKE KNOWN TO HIM WHEN TIME WOULD COME TO AN END. AND AS FOR THAT WHICH HE SAID, THAT HE WHO READS MAY READ IT SPEEDILY: INTERPRETED THIS CONCERNS THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, TO WHOM GOD MADE KNOWN ALL THE MYSTERIES OF THE WORDS OF HIS SERVANTS THE PROPHETS. FOR THERE SHALL BE YET ANOTHER VISION CONCERNING THE APPOINTED TIME. IT SHALL TELL OF THE END AND SHALL NOT LIE (II, 3A). INTERPRETED, THIS MEANS THAT THE FINAL AGE SHALL BE PROLONGED, AND SHALL EXCEED ALL THAT THE PROPHETS HAVE SAID; FOR THE MYSTERIES OF GOD ARE ASTOUNDING. IF IT TARRIES, WAIT FOR IT, FOR IT SHALL SURELY COME AND SHALL NOT BE LATE (II, 3B). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE MEN OF TRUTH WHO KEEP THE LAW, WHOSE HANDS SHALL NOT SLACKEN IN THE SERVICE OF TRUTH WHEN THE FINAL AGE IS PROLONGED. FOR ALL THE AGES OF GOD REACH THEIR APPOINTED END AS HE DETERMINES FOR THEM IN THE MYSTERIES OF HIS WISDOM. BEHOLD, [HIS SOUL] IS PUFFED UP AND IS NOT UPRIGHT (II, 4A). INTERPRETED, THIS MEANS THAT [THE WICKED] SHALL DOUBLE THEIR GUILT UPON THEMSELVES [AND IT SHALL NOT BE FORGIVEN] WHEN THEY ARE JUDGED... [BUT THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL LIVE BY HIS FAITH] (II, 4B). VIII: INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS ALL THOSE WHO OBSERVE THE LAW IN THE HOUSE OF JUDAH, WHOM GOD WILL DELIVER FROM THE HOUSE OF JUDGMENT BECAUSE OF THEIR SUFFERING AND BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH IN THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. MOREOVER, THE ARROGANT MAN SEIZES WEALTH WITHOUT HALTING. HE WIDENS HIS GULLET LIKE HELL AND LIKE DEATH HE HAS NEVER ENOUGH. ALL THE NATIONS ARE GATHERED TO HIM AND ALL THE PEOPLES ARE ASSEMBLED TO HIM. WILL THEY NOT ALL OF THEM TAUNT HIM AND JEER AT HIM SAYING, ‘WOE TO HIM WHO AMASSES THAT WHICH IS NOT HIS! HOW LONG WILL HE LOAD HIMSELF UP WITH PLEDGES?’ (II, 5—6). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE WICKED PRIEST WHO WAS CALLED BY THE NAME OF TRUTH WHEN HE FIRST AROSE. BUT WHEN HE RULED OVER ISRAEL HIS HEART BECAME PROUD, AND HE FORSOOK GOD AND BETRAYED THE PRECEPTS FOR THE SAKE OF RICHES. HE ROBBED AND AMASSED THE RICHES OF THE MEN OF VIOLENCE WHO REBELLED AGAINST GOD, AND HE TOOK THE WEALTH OF THE PEOPLES, HEAPING SINFUL INIQUITY UPON HIMSELF. AND HE LIVED IN THE WAYS OF ABOMINATIONS AMIDST EVERY UNCLEAN DEFILEMENT. SHALL NOT YOUR OPPRESSORS SUDDENLY ARISE AND YOUR TORTURERS AWAKEN; AND SHALL YOU NOT BECOME THEIR PREY? BECAUSE YOU HAVE PLUNDERED MANY NATIONS, ALL THE REMNANT OF THE PEOPLES SHALL PLUNDER YOU (II, 7—8A). [INTERPRETED, THIS, CONCERNS] THE PRIEST WHO REBELLED [AND VIOLATED] THE PRECEPTS [OF GOD...TO COMMAND] IX: HIS CHASTISEMENT BY MEANS OF THE JUDGMENTS OF WICKEDNESS. AND THEY INFLICTED HORRORS OF EVIL DISEASES AND TOOK VENGEANCE UPON HIS BODY OF FLESH. AND AS FOR THAT WHICH HE SAID, BECAUSE YOU HAVE PLUNDERED MANY NATIONS, ALL THE REMNANT OF THE PEOPLES SHALL PLUNDER YOU: INTERPRETED THIS CONCERNS THE LAST PRIESTS OF JERUSALEM, WHO SHALL AMASS MONEY AND WEALTH BY PLUNDERING THE PEOPLES. BUT IN THE LAST DAYS, THEIR RICHES AND BOOTY SHALL BE DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF THE ARMY OF THE KITTIM, FOR IT IS THEY WHO SHALL BE THE REMNANT OF THE PEOPLES. BECAUSE OF THE BLOOD OF MEN AND THE VIOLENCE DONE TO THE LAND, TO THE CITY, AND TO ALL ITS INHABITANTS (II, 8B). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE WICKED PRIEST WHOM GOD DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF HIS ENEMIES BECAUSE OF THE INIQUITY COMMITTED AGAINST THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THE MEN OF HIS COUNCIL, THAT HE MIGHT BE HUMBLED BY MEANS OF A DESTROYING SCOURGE, IN BITTERNESS OF SOUL, BECAUSE HE HAD DONE WICKEDLY TO HIS ELECT. WOE TO HIM WHO GETS EVIL PROFIT FOR HIS HOUSE; WHO PERCHES HIS NEST HIGH TO BE SAFE FROM THE HAND OF EVIL! YOU HAVE DEVISED SHAME TO YOUR HOUSE: BY CUTTING OFF MANY PEOPLES YOU HAVE FORFEITED YOUR OWN SOUL. FOR THE [STONE] CRIES OUT [FROM] THE WALL [AND] THE BEAM FROM THE WOODWORK REPLIES (II, 9—11). [INTERPRETED, THIS] CONCERNS THE [PRIEST] WHO... X: THAT ITS STONES MIGHT BE LAID IN OPPRESSION AND THE BEAM OF ITS WOODWORK IN ROBBERY. AND AS FOR THAT WHICH HE SAID, BY CUTTING OFF MANY PEOPLES YOU HAVE FORFEITED YOUR OWN SOUL: INTERPRETED THIS CONCERNS THE CONDEMNED [DAMNED] HOUSE WHOSE JUDGMENT GOD WILL PRONOUNCE IN THE MIDST OF MANY PEOPLES. HE WILL BRING HIM THENCE FOR JUDGMENT AND WILL DECLARE HIM GUILTY IN THE MIDST OF THEM, AND WILL CHASTISE HIM WITH FIRE OF BRIMSTONE. WOE TO HIM WHO BUILDS A CITY WITH BLOOD AND FOUNDS A TOWN UPON FALSEHOOD! BEHOLD, IS IT NOT FROM THE LORD OF HOSTS THAT THE PEOPLES SHALL LABOUR FOR FIRE AND THE NATIONS SHALL STRIVE FOR NAUGHT? (II, 12— 13). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE SPOUTER OF LIES WHO LED MANY ASTRAY THAT HE MIGHT BUILD HIS CITY OF VANITY WITH BLOOD AND RAISE A CONGREGATION ON DECEIT, CAUSING MANY THEREBY TO PERFORM A SERVICE OF VANITY FOR THE SAKE OF ITS GLORY, AND TO BE PREGNANT WITH [WORKS] OF DECEIT, THAT THEIR LABOUR MIGHT BE FOR NOTHING AND THAT THEY MIGHT BE PUNISHED WITH FIRE WHO VILIFIED [DEFAME] AND OUTRAGED THE ELECT OF GOD. FOR AS THE WATERS COVER THE SEA, SO SHALL THE EARTH BE FILLED WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLORY OF THE LORD (II, 14). INTERPRETED, [THIS MEANS THAT] WHEN THEY RETURN... XI: THE LIES. AND AFTERWARDS, KNOWLEDGE SHALL BE REVEALED TO THEM ABUNDANTLY, LIKE THE WATERS OF THE SEA. WOE TO HIM WHO CAUSES HIS NEIGHBOURS TO DRINK; WHO POURS OUT HIS VENOM TO MAKE THEM DRUNK THAT HE MAY GAZE ON THEIR FEASTS (II, 15) INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE WICKED PRIEST WHO PURSUED THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS TO THE HOUSE OF HIS EXILE THAT HE MIGHT CONFUSE HIM WITH HIS VENOMOUS FURY. AND AT THE TIME APPOINTED FOR REST, FOR THE DAY OF ATONEMENT, HE APPEARED BEFORE THEM TO CONFUSE THEM, AND TO CAUSE THEM TO STUMBLE ON THE DAY OF FASTING, THEIR SABBATH OF REPOSE. YOU HAVE FILLED YOURSELF WITH IGNOMINY [SHAME] MORE THAN WITH GLORY. DRINK ALSO, AND STAGGER! THE CUP OF THE LORD’S RIGHT HAND SHALL COME [A] ROUND TO YOU AND SHAME SHALL COME ON YOUR GLORY (II, 16). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE PRIEST WHOSE IGNOMINY [SHAME] WAS GREATER THAN HIS GLORY. FOR HE DID NOT CIRCUMCISE THE FORESKIN OF HIS HEART, AND HE WALKED IN THE WAYS OF DRUNKENNESS THAT HE MIGHT QUENCH HIS THIRST. BUT THE CUP OF THE WRATH OF GOD SHALL CONFUSE HIM, MULTIPLYING HIS...AND THE PAIN OF... [FOR THE VIOLENCE DONE TO LEBANON SHALL OVERWHELM YOU, AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE BEASTS] XII: SHALL TERRIFY YOU, BECAUSE OF THE BLOOD OF MEN AND THE VIOLENCE DONE TO THE LAND, THE CITY, AND ALL ITS INHABITANTS (II, 17). INTERPRETED, THIS SAYING CONCERNS THE WICKED PRIEST, INASMUCH AS HE SHALL BE PAID THE REWARD WHICH HE HIMSELF TENDERED TO THE POOR. FOR LEBANON IS THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY; AND THE BEASTS ARE THE SIMPLE OF JUDAH WHO KEEP THE LAW. AS HE HIMSELF PLOTTED THE DESTRUCTION OF THE POOR, SO WILL GOD CONDEMN [DAMN] HIM TO DESTRUCTION. AND AS FOR THAT WHICH HE SAID, BECAUSE OF THE BLOOD OF THE CITY AND THE VIOLENCE DONE TO THE LAND: INTERPRETED, THE CITY IS JERUSALEM WHERE THE WICKED PRIEST COMMITTED ABOMINABLE DEEDS AND DEFILED THE TEMPLE OF GOD. THE VIOLENCE DONE TO THE LAND: THESE ARE THE CITIES OF JUDAH WHERE HE ROBBED THE POOR OF THEIR POSSESSIONS. OF WHAT USE IS AN IDOL THAT ITS MAKER [CRAFTSMAN] SHOULD SHAPE IT, A MOLTEN IMAGE, A FATLING OF LIES? FOR THE CRAFTSMAN PUTS HIS TRUST IN HIS OWN CREATION WHEN HE MAKES DUMB IDOLS (II, 18). INTERPRETED, THIS SAYING CONCERNS ALL THE IDOLS OF THE NATIONS WHICH THEY MAKE SO THAT THEY MAY SERVE AND WORSHIP THEM. BUT THEY SHALL NOT DELIVER THEM ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. WOE [TO HIM WHO SAYS] TO WOOD, ‘AWAKE’, AND TO DUMB [STONE, ‘ARISE’! CAN SUCH A THING GIVE GUIDANCE? BEHOLD, IT IS COVERED WITH GOLD AND SILVER BUT THERE IS NO SPIRIT WITHIN IT. BUT THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE]: XIII: LET ALL THE EARTH BE SILENT BEFORE HIM! (LII, 19—20). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS ALL THE NATIONS WHICH SERVE STONE AND WOOD. BUT ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, GOD WILL DESTROY FROM THE EARTH ALL IDOLATROUS AND WICKED MEN.
COMMENTARY ON ZEPHANIAH (1Q15, 4Q170)
THE RELICS OF A ZEPHANIAH COMMENTARY FROM CAVE 1, COVERING ZEPH. I, 18-II, 2 AND USING PALAEO-HEBREW LETTERS FOR THE DIVINE NAME, ARE BADLY MUTILATED. A LENGTHY QUOTATION IS FOLLOWED BY THE WORD PESHER (INTERPRETATION), AND THE EXPRESSION ‘LAND OF JUDAH’ IMPLIES THAT THE DIVINE ANGER SPOKEN OF BY THE PROPHET WAS UNDERSTOOD TO BE DIRECTED AGAINST THE JUDAEANS. TWO SMALL FRAGMENTS FROM CAVE 4 REPRESENT TWO BROKEN LINES OF ZEPHANIAH I, 12—13; A COUPLE OF WORDS WHICH ARE NOT BIBLICAL PRECEDE THE INTRODUCTORY FORMULA, PISHRO (ITS INTERPRETATION), BUT THE ACTUAL COMMENTARY IS LOST. THE TWO EXCERPTS ARE PRESENTED IN THE ORDER OF THE BIBLICAL TEXT. 
4Q170: THE LORD WILL NOT DO [FORBIDDEN] GOOD, NOR WILL HE DO ILL. AND THEIR GOODS SHALL BE PLUNDERED AND [THEIR HOUSES LAID WASTE.] ...CANNOT... (ZEPH. I, 12— 13)-ITS INTERPRETATION [CONCERNS] ...
1Q15: ... [IN THE FIRE OF HIS] JEALOUS [WRATH, ALL THE EARTH] SHALL BE CONSUMED; FOR A FULL, YEA, SUDDEN END HE WILL MAKE OF ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH (ZEPH. I,18). COME TOGETHER [AND HOLD AN ASSEMBLY, 0 SHAMELESS NATION, BEFORE YOU ARE DRIVEN AWAY; LIKE] CHAFF, A DAY HAS PASSED AWAY [BEFORE THERE COMES UPON YOU] THE FIERCE ANGER OF THE LORD (II, 1—2). THE INTERPRETATION [OF THIS SAYING CONCERNS ALL THE INHABITANTS] OF THE LAND OF JUDAH...
COMMENTARY ON MALACHI (PREVIOUSLY GENESIS COMMENTARY B) (4Q253A)
 THE PRETTY MUCH WELL-KEPT DOCUMENT REPRODUCES MALACHI III, 16—18, FOLLOWED BY THE BEGINNING OF ITS INTERPRETATION. 
[THEN THOSE FEARING THE LORD SPOKE W ITH ONE ANOTHER,] AND HE HEEDED [AND HEARD THEM AND A BOOK OF MEMORIAL WAS W RITTEN BEFORE HIM OF THOSE WHO FEARED THE LORD AND THOUGHT OF HIS NAME.] THEY SHALL BE MINE, [SAYS THE LORD OF HOSTS, MY SPECIAL POSSESSION ON THE DAY WHEN I ACT, AND I WILL SPARE] THEM AS [A MAN SPARES HIS SON WHO SERVES HIM. THEN ONCE MORE YOU SHALL DISTINGUISH] BETWEEN THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE W ICKED, [BETWEEN ONE WHO SERVES GOD AND ONE WHO DOES NOT SERVE HIM (MAL. III, 16—18). ITS INTERPRETATION] ...THE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND OVER...
COMMENTARY ON PSALMS (1Q16, 4Q171, 4Q173)
CAVE I, HAS PRESERVED A FEW SCRAPS OF A COMMENTARY ON PSALMS IVII AND IXVIII. MOST OF THEM ARE TOO SMALL FOR A COHERENT TRANSLATION, BUT FRS. 9—10 MENTION THE KITTIM (ROMANS), THE NAME OF THE FINAL ENEMY. MORE IMPORTANTLY, TWO MANUSCRIPTS WITH HERODIAN SCRIPT FROM CAVE 4 (4Q171, 4Q173) INCLUDE INTERPRETATIONS OF PSALMS. THE BULK OF THE TEXT IS DEVOTED TO PSALM XXXVII, IN WHICH THE DESTINY OF THE JUST AND THE WICKED IS EXPOUNDED IN CONNECTION WITH THE STORY OF THE SECT AND ITS OPPONENTS, AND IN PARTICULAR THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THE WICKED PRIEST. RECOGNIZABLE REMAINS OF PSALMS XLV AND CXXVII ALSO SURVIVE. 
4Q171: I ...BE SILENT BEFORE [THE LORD AND] LONG FOR HIM, AND BE NOT HEATED AGAINST THE SUCCESSFUL, THE MAN WHO [ACHI]EVES HIS PLANS (XXXVII, 7A). ITS INTERPRETATION CONCERNS THE LIAR WHO HAS LED ASTRAY MANY BY HIS LYING WORDS SO THAT THEY CHOSE FRIVOLOUS THINGS AND HEEDED NOT THE INTERPRETER OF KNOWLEDGE IN ORDER TO... II: THEY SHALL PERISH BY THE SWORD AND FAMINE AND PLAGUE. RELENT FROM ANGER AND ABANDON W RATH. DO NOT BE ANGRY; IT TENDS ONLY TO EVIL, FOR THE W ICKED SHALL BE CUT OFF (8-9A). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS ALL THOSE WHO RETURN TO THE LAW, TO THOSE WHO DO NOT REFUSE TO TURN AWAY FROM THEIR EVIL. FOR ALL THOSE WHO ARE STUBBORN IN TURNING AWAY FROM THEIR INIQUITY SHALL BE CUT OFF. BUT THOSE WHO WAIT FOR THE LORD SHALL POSSESS THE LAND (9B). INTERPRETED, THIS IS THE CONGREGATION OF HIS ELECT WHO DO HIS WILL. A LITTLE WHILE AND THE W ICKED SHALL BE NO MORE; I W ILL LOOK TOWARDS HIS PLACE BUT HE SHALL NOT BE THERE (10). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS ALL THE WICKED. AT THE END OF THE FORTY YEARS THEY SHALL BE BLOTTED OUT AND NO [EVIL] MAN SHALL BE FOUND ON THE EARTH. BUT THE HUMBLE SHALL POSSESS THE LAND AND DELIGHT IN ABUNDANT PEACE (II). INTERPRETED, THIS, CONCERNS [THE CONGREGATION OF THE] POOR WHO SHALL ACCEPT THE SEASON OF PENANCE AND SHALL BE DELIVERED FROM ALL THE SNARES OF BELIAL. AFTERWARDS, ALL WHO POSSESS THE EARTH SHALL DELIGHT AND PROSPER ON EXQUISITE FOOD [THE TRUTH]. THE WICKED PLOTS AGAINST THE RIGHTEOUS AND GNASHES HIS TEETH AT HIM. THE LORD LAUGHS AT HIM, FOR HE SEES THAT HIS DAY IS COMING (12—13). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE VIOLENT OF THE COVENANT WHO ARE IN THE HOUSE OF JUDAH, WHO HAVE PLOTTED TO DESTROY THOSE WHO PRACTISE THE LAW, WHO ARE IN THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY. AND GOD WILL NOT FORSAKE THEM TO THEIR HANDS. THE WICKED DRAW THE SWORD AND BEND THEIR BOW TO BRING DOWN THE POOR AND NEEDY AND TO SLAY THE UPRIGHT OF WAY. THEIR SWORD SHALL ENTER THEIR OWN HEART AND THEIR BOWS SHALL BE BROKEN (14-15). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE WICKED OF EPHRAIM AND MANASSEH, WHO SHALL SEEK TO LAY HANDS ON THE PRIEST AND THE MEN OF HIS COUNCIL AT THE TIME OF TRIAL WHICH SHALL COME UPON THEM. BUT GOD WILL REDEEM THEM FROM OUT OF THEIR HAND. AND AFTERWARDS, THEY SHALL BE DELIVERED INTO THE HAND OF THE VIOLENT AMONG THE NATIONS FOR JUDGMENT. VACAT. BETTER IS THE LITTLE WHICH THE RIGHTEOUS HAS THAN THE ABUNDANCE OF MANY WICKED PEOPLE (16). [INTERPRETED, THIS, CONCERNS...THOSE WHO PRACTISE THE LAW...FOR THE ARMS OF THE WICKED SHALL BE BROKEN, BUT] THE LORD UPHOLDS THE RIGHTEOUS (17). [THE LORD KNOWS THE DAYS OF THE PERFECT AND THEIR PORTION SHALL BE FOR EVER. IN EVIL TIMES THEY SHALL NOT BE SHAMED] (18-19A). III: ...TO THE PENITENTS OF THE DESERT WHO, SAVED, SHALL LIVE FOR A THOUSAND GENERATIONS AND TO WHOM ALL THE GLORY OF ADAM SHALL BELONG, AS ALSO TO THEIR SEED FOR EVER. AND IN THE DAYS OF FAMINE THEY SHALL BE SATISFIED, BUT THE WICKED SHALL PERISH (19B-20A). INTERPRETED, THIS [MEANS THAT] HE WILL KEEP THEM ALIVE DURING THE FAMINE AND THE TIME OF HUMILIATION, WHEREAS MANY SHALL PERISH FROM FAMINE AND PLAGUE, ALL THOSE WHO HAVE NOT DEPARTED [FROM THERE] TO BE WITH THE CONGREGATION OF HIS ELECT. AND THOSE WHO LOVE THE LORD SHALL BE LIKE THE PRIDE OF PASTURES (20B). INTERPRETED, [THIS, CONCERNS] THE CONGREGATION OF HIS ELECT, WHO SHALL BE LEADERS AND PRINCES...OF THE FLOCK AMONG THEIR HERDS. LIKE SMOKE THEY SHALL ALL OF THEM VANISH AWAY (20C). INTERPRETED, [THIS] CONCERNS THE PRINCES [OF WICKEDNESS] WHO HAVE OPPRESSED HIS HOLY PEOPLE, AND WHO SHALL PERISH LIKE SMOKE [BLOWN AWAY BY THE WIND]. THE WICKED BORROWS AND DOES NOT REPAY, BUT THE RIGHTEOUS IS GENEROUS AND GIVES. TRULY, THOSE WHOM HE [BLESSES SHALL POSSESS] THE LAND, BUT THOSE WHOM HE CURSES [SHALL BE CUT OFF] (21-2). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE CONGREGATION OF THE POOR, WHO [SHALL POSSESS] THE WHOLE WORLD AS AN INHERITANCE. THEY SHALL POSSESS THE HIGH MOUNTAIN OF ISRAEL [FOREVER], AND SHALL ENJOY [EVERLASTING] DELIGHTS IN HIS SANCTUARY. [BUT THOSE WHO] SHALL BE CUT OFF, THEY ARE THE VIOLENT [OF THE NATIONS AND] THE WICKED OF ISRAEL; THEY SHALL BE CUT OFF AND BLOTTED OUT FOR EVER. THE STEPS OF THE MAN ARE CONFIRMED BY THE LORD AND HE DELIGHTS IN ALL HIS WAYS; THOUGH, HE STUMBLES, HE SHALL NOT FALL, FOR THE LORD SHALL SUPPORT HIS HAND (23-4). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE PRIEST, THE TEACHER OF [RIGHTEOUSNESS WHOM] GOD CHOSE TO STAND BEFORE HIM, FOR HE ESTABLISHED HIM TO BUILD FOR HIMSELF THE CONGREGATION OF...I [HAVE BEEN YOUNG] AND NOW AM OLD, YET [I HAVE] NOT [SEEN THE RIGHTEOUS] FORSAKEN, OR HIS CHILDREN BEGGING BREAD. HE IS [EVER] GIVING LIBERALLY AND LENDING AND [HIS] CHILDREN BECOME A BLESSING (25-6). INTERPRETED, THIS, CONCERNS... IV: THE UNJUST SHALL BE DESTROYED FOR EVER AND THE CHILDREN OF THE WICKED SHALL BE CUT OFF] (28). THESE ARE THE VIOLENT...THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL POSSESS THE LAND AND DWELL UPON IT FOR EVER (29). [INTERPRETED, THIS, CONCERNS] ... [THE MOUTH OF THE RIGHTEOUS UTTERS] WISDOM AND HIS TONGUE SPEAKS [JUSTICE. THE LAW OF GOD IS IN HIS HEART, HIS STEPS WILL NOT SLIP (30-31). INTERPRETED, IT CONCERNS...THE WICKED WATCHES OUT FOR THE RIGHTEOUS AND SEEKS [TO SLAY HIM. THE LORD WILL NOT ABANDON HIM INTO HIS HAND OR] LET HIM BE CONDEMNED [DAMNED] WHEN HE IS TRIED (3 2-3). INTERPRETED, THIS CONCERNS THE WICKED [PRIEST] WHO [WATCHED THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS] THAT HE MIGHT PUT HIM TO DEATH [BECAUSE OF THE ORDINANCE] AND THE LAW WHICH HE SENT TO HIM. BUT GOD WILL NOT ABANDON HIM AND WILL NOT LET HIM BE CONDEMNED [DAMNED] WHEN HE IS] TRIED. AND [GOD] WILL PAY HIM HIS REWARD BY DELIVERING HIM INTO THE HAND OF THE VIOLENT OF THE NATIONS, THAT THEY MAY EXECUTE UPON HIM [JUDGMENT]. WAIT FOR THE LORD AND KEEP TO HIS WAY, AND [HE] WILL EXALT YOU TO POSSESS THE LAND; YOU WILL LO[OK] ON THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WICKED (34). INTERPRETED, IT CONCERNS...WHO WILL SEE THE JUDGMENT OF WICKEDNESS AND WITH HIS ELECT WILL REJOICE IN THE HERITAGE OF TRUTH. I [HAVE SEEN] A WICKED MAN OVERBEARING... [LIKE A CEDAR OF LEBANON]. I PASSED BEFORE [HIM, AND], LO, HE WAS [NO MORE], THOUGH I [SOUGHT HIM,] HE COULD NOT [BE FOUND (35-6). INTERPRETED, IT CONCERNS] THE LIAR WHO...AGAINST THE ELECT OF GOD, [AND SOUGHT] TO BRING TO AN END... [MARK THE BLAMELESS MAN AND BEHOLD] THE UPRIGHT, FOR THERE IS POSTERITY FOR THE MAN OF PEACE (37). ITS INTERPRETATION CONCERNS...PEACE. BUT THE TRANSGRESSORS SHALL BE ALTOGETHER DESTROYED; THE [TEMPORAL] POSTERITY OF THE WICKED SHALL BE CUT OFF (38). INTERPRETED, IT CONCERNS...WILL PERISH AND BE CUT OFF FROM THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION OF THE COMMUNITY...HE DELIVERS THEM FROM THE WICKED [AND SAVES THEM, BECAUSE THEY TAKE REFUGE IN HIM (40). INTERPRETED, IT CONCERNS...GOD WILL SAVE THEM AND DELIVER THEM FROM THE WICKED...FOR THE CHOIRMASTER: ACCORDING TO THE LIL¡ES. [FOR THE SONS OF KORAH. MASKIL. A SONG OF LOVE (PS. XLV, I). ITS INTERPRETATION IS THAT THEY ARE THE SEVEN DIVISIONS OF THE PENITENTS OF ISRAEL...MY HEART IS ASTIR WITH A GOOD WORD. I SPEAK OF MY WORK TO THE KING (XLV, I). ITS INTERPRETATION...SPIRIT OF HOLINESS FOR...BOOKS OF...AND MY TONGUE IS THE PEN OF [A SPEEDY SCRIBE (XLV, I). ITS INTERPRETATION] CONCERNS THE TEACHER OF [RIGHTEOUSNESS] ...GOD WITH AN ANSWERING TONGUE...
4Q173: ...VAIN IS IT FOR YOU TO RISE EARLY AND LIE DOWN LATE. YOU SHALL EAT THE BREAD OF TOIL; [HE SHALL FEED THOSE WHO LOVE HIM IN THEIR] SLEEP (CXXVII, 2). ITS INTERPRETATION IS THAT THEY SHALL SEEK...TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS...PRIEST AT THE END OF THE AGE...
COMMENTARY ON AN UNIDENTIFIABLE TEXT (4Q183)
THREE FRAGMENTS OF A BIBLICAL COMMENTARY, INDICATED BY THE INTRODUCTORY FORMULA, ‘AND THAT WHICH HE SAID’, WHICH IS COMMON IN PESHER LITERATURE, HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED. NONE OF THE QUOTATIONS HAS BEEN PRESERVED, BUT THE PHRASEOLOGY AND THE HISTORICAL ALLUSIONS RECALL THE HABAKKUK COMMENTARY AND OTHER PESHARIM. THE DIVINE NAMES ‘GOD’ (EL) AND ‘THE LORD’ (YHWH) ARE WRITTEN IN PALAEOHEBREW SCRIPT. ONLY FR. 2 IS SUITABLE FOR TRANSLATION. 4Q172 (DJD, V, 501) IS ALSO AN AMALGAM OF COMMENTARIES ON UNIDENTIFIED TEXTS, BUT THE FRAGMENTS ARE SO SMALL AS TO PRECLUDE ALTOGETHER ANY TRANSLATION. 
II: …THEIR ENEMIES. AND THEY PROFANED THEIR SANCTUARY...FROM THEM. AND THEY ROSE FOR BATTLES ONE [WITH ANOTHER] AGAINST HIS COVENANT. GOD SAVED AND DELIVERED...GOODWILL. AND HE GAVE THEM A SINGLE HEART TO WALK IN THE WAY OF HIS TRUTH. AND THEY DESPISED ALL THE WEALTH OF WICKEDNESS AND KEPT APART FROM THE WAY OF WICKEDNESS...THE ERRING SPIRIT AND WITH A TONGUE OF TRUTH...AND THEY ATONED FOR THEIR INIQUITY THROUGH [THEIR] STROKES...THEIR INIQUITY. VACAT. AND THAT WHICH HE SAID...
FLORILEGIUM OR MIDRASH ON THE LAST DAYS (4Q174)
THIS COLLECTION OF TEXTS ASSEMBLED FROM 2 SAMUEL AND THE PSALTER, AND COMBINED WITH OTHER SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES, SERVES TO PRESENT THE SECTARIAN DOCTRINE IDENTIFYING THE COMMUNITY WITH THE TEMPLE, AND TO ANNOUNCE THE COMING OF THE TWO MESSIAHS, THE ‘BRANCH OF DAVID’ [THE LORD JESUS CHRIST & THE FEMALE SENSE IS THE LADY MARY CHRIST] AND THE ‘INTERPRETER OF THE LAW’ [THE LORD ENOCH CHRIST & THE FEMALE SENSE IS THE LADY VICTORIA CHRIST CONCERNING BOTH THAT WILL NEVER ETERNALLY DIE IN HEBREWS 11:5 & PROVERBS 8:22-29, WHICH IS THE MAIN STIPULATION FOR THE CHRIST OF THE LAW]. ORIGINATING FROM CAVE 4 (4Q174) AND KNOWN ALSO AS ‘FLORILEGIUM’, IT PROBABLY BELONGS TO THE LATE FIRST CENTURY BCE. 
 I ... [I WILL APPOINT A PLACE FOR MY PEOPLE ISRAEL AND WILL PLANT THEM THAT THEY MAY DWELL THERE AND BE TROUBLED NO MORE BY THEIR] ENEMIES. NO SON OF INIQUITY [SHALL AFFLICT THEM AGAIN] AS FORMERLY, FROM THE DAY THAT [I SET JUDGES] OVER MY PEOPLE ISRAEL (2 SAM. VII, 10). THIS IS THE HOUSE WHICH [HE WILL BUILD FOR THEM IN THE] LAST DAYS, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF MOSES, IN THE SANCTUARY WHICH THY HANDS HAVE ESTABLISHED, O LORD, THE LORD SHALL REIGN FOREVER AND EVER (EXOD. XV, 17-18). THIS IS THE HOUSE INTO WHICH [THE UNCLEAN SHALL] NEVER [ENTER, NOR THE UNCIRCUMCISED,] NOR THE AMMONITE, NOR THE MOABITE, NOR THE HALF-BREED [MIXED RACES], NOR THE FOREIGNER [INTERRACIAL], NOR THE STRANGER, EVER; FOR THERE SHALL MY HOLY ONES BE. [ITS GLORY SHALL ENDURE] FOR EVER; IT SHALL APPEAR ABOVE IT PERPETUALLY AND STRANGERS SHALL LAY IT WASTE NO MORE, AS THEY FORMERLY LAID WASTE THE SANCTUARY OF ISRAEL BECAUSE OF ITS SIN. HE HAS COMMANDED THAT A SANCTUARY OF MEN BE BUILT FOR HIMSELF, THAT THERE THEY MAY SEND UP, LIKE THE SMOKE OF INCENSE, THE WORKS OF THE LAW. AND CONCERNING HIS WORDS TO DAVID, AND I [WILL GIVE] YOU [REST] FROM ALL YOUR ENEMIES (2 SAM. VII, 11), THIS MEANS THAT HE WILL GIVE THEM REST FROM ALL THE CHILDREN OF BELIAL WHO CAUSE THEM TO STUMBLE SO THAT THEY MAY BE DESTROYED [BY THEIR ERRORS], JUST AS THEY CAME WITH A [DEVILISH] PLAN [JAMES 3:14-16; 4:1-6] TO CAUSE THE [SONS] OF LIGHT TO STUMBLE AND TO DEVISE AGAINST THEM A WICKED PLOT [JAMES 1:13-15], THAT [THEY MIGHT BECOME SUBJECT] TO BELIAL IN THEIR [WICKED] STRAYING [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23]. THE LORD DECLARES TO YOU THAT HE WILL BUILD YOU A HOUSE (2 SAM. VII, 11C). I: I WILL RAISE UP YOUR SEED AFTER YOU (2 SAM. VII, 12). I WILL ESTABLISH THE THRONE OF HIS KINGDOM [FOREVER] (2 SAM. VII, 13). [I WILL BE] HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] AND HE SHALL BE MY SON [JESUS & ENOCH] (2 SAM. VII, 14). HE IS THE BRANCH OF DAVID WHO SHALL ARISE WITH THE INTERPRETER OF THE LAW [TO RULE] IN ZION [AT THE END] OF TIME. AS IT IS WRITTEN, I WILL RAISE UP THE TENT OF DAVID THAT IS FALLEN (AMOS IX, 11). THAT IS TO SAY, THE FALLEN TENT OF DAVID [ACTS 15:15-18] IS HE WHO SHALL ARISE TO SAVE ISRAEL. EXPLANATION OF HOW BLESSED IS THE MAN WHO DOES NOT WALK IN THE COUNSEL OF THE WICKED (PS. I, 1). INTERPRETED, THIS SAYING [CONCERNS] THOSE WHO TURN ASIDE FROM THE WAY [OF THE PEOPLE] AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF ISAIAH THE PROPHET CONCERNING THE LAST DAYS, IT CAME TO PASS THAT [THE LORD TURNED ME ASIDE, AS WITH A MIGHTY HAND, FROM WALKING IN THE WAY OF] THIS PEOPLE (ISA. VIII, 11). THEY ARE THOSE OF WHOM IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL THE PROPHET, THE LEVITES [STRAYED FAR FROM ME, FOLLOWING] THEIR IDOLS (EZEK. XLIV, PROPHET, ARE THE SONS OF ZADOK WHO [SEEK THEIR OWN] COUNSEL AND FOLLOW 10). THEY ARE THE SONS OF ZADOK WHO [SEEK THEIR OWN] COUNSEL AND FOLLOW [THEIR OWN INCLINATION] APART FROM THE COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY. [WHY] DO THE NATIONS [RAGE] AND THE PEOPLES MEDITATE [VANITY? WHY DO THE KINGS OF THE EARTH] RISE UP, [AND THE] PRINCES TAKE COUNSEL TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST [HIS MESSIAH]? (PS. II, 1). INTERPRETED, THIS, SAYING CONCERNS [THE KINGS OF THE NATIONS] WHO SHALL [RAGE AGAINST] THE ELECT OF ISRAEL IN THE LAST DAYS. 11 THIS SHALL BE THE TIME OF THE TRIAL TO COME CONCERNING THE HOUSE OF JUDAH SO AS TO PERFECT...BELIAL, AND A REMNANT OF THE PEOPLE SHALL BE LEFT ACCORDING TO THE LOT (ASSIGNED TO THEM), AND THEY SHALL PRACTISE THE WHOLE LAW...MOSES. THIS IS THE TIME OF WHICH IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL THE PROPHET: BUT THE WICKED SHALL DO WICKEDLY AND SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND, BUT THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL PURIFY THEMSELVES AND MAKE THEMSELVES WHITE (DAN. XII, 10). THE PEOPLE WHO KNOW GOD SHALL BE STRONG. THEY ARE THE MASTERS WHO UNDERSTAND...
TESTIMONIA OR MESSIANIC ANTHOLOGY (4Q175)
THIS SHORT DOCUMENT FROM CAVE 4 (4Q175), DATING TO THE EARLY FIRST CENTURY BCE AND SIMILAR IN LITERARY STYLE TO THE CHRISTIAN TESTIMONIA OR COLLECTIONS OF MESSIANIC PROOF-TEXTS, INCLUDES FIVE QUOTATIONS ARRANGED IN FOUR GROUPS. ONLY THE LAST OF THEM IS FOLLOWED BY AN INTERPRETATION. THE FIRST GROUP CONSISTS OF TWO TEXTS FROM DEUTERONOMY REFERRING TO THE PROPHET SIMILAR TO MOSES; THE SECOND IS AN EXTRACT FROM A PROPHECY OF BALAAM ABOUT THE ROYAL MESSIAH; THE THIRD IS A BLESSING OF THE LEVITES AND, IMPLICITLY, OF THE PRIEST-MESSIAH. THE LAST GROUP OPENS WITH A VERSE FROM JOSHUA, WHICH IS THEN EXPOUNDED BY MEANS OF A QUOTATION FROM THE SECTARIAN PSALMS OF JOSHUA (CF. 4Q379 BELOW, P. 547). MOST EXPERTS HOLD THAT THE COMMENTATOR, BEARING IN MIND THE BIBLICAL PASSAGE, IS ALLUDING TO THREE CHARACTERS: A FATHER (‘AN ACCURSED MAN’) AND HIS TWO SONS. HOWEVER, THE VERB ‘AROSE’ IN THE SECOND SENTENCE IS IN THE SINGULAR, AND IT WOULD SEEM CORRECT TO INTERPRET THIS TEXT AS REFERRING TO THE TWO BROTHERS ONLY.  
THE LORD SPOKE TO MOSES SAYING: YOU HAVE HEARD THE WORDS WHICH THIS PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN TO YOU; ALL THEY HAVE SAID IS RIGHT. O THAT THEIR HEART, WERE ALWAYS LIKE THIS, TO FEAR ME AND TO KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS ALWAYS, THAT IT MIGHT BE WELL WITH THEM AND THEIR CHILDREN FOR EVER! (DEUT. V, 28-9). I WILL RAISE UP FOR THEM A PROPHET LIKE YOU FROM AMONG THEIR BRETHREN. I WILL PUT MY WORDS INTO HIS MOUTH AND HE SHALL TELL THEM ALL THAT I COMMAND HIM. AND I WILL REQUIRE A RECKONING OF WHOEVER WILL NOT LISTEN TO THE WORDS WHICH THE PROPHET SHALL SPEAK IN MY NAME (DEUT. XVIII, 18-19). HE TOOK UP HIS DISCOURSE AND SAID: ORACLE OF BALAAM SON OF BEOR. ORACLE OF THE MAN WHOSE EYE IS PENETRATING. ORACLE OF HIM WHO HAS HEARD THE WORDS OF GOD, WHO KNOWS THE WISDOM OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] AND SEES THE VISION OF THE ALMIGHTY, WHO FALLS AND HIS EYES ARE OPENED. I SEE HIM BUT NOT NOW. I BEHOLD HIM BUT NOT NEAR. A STAR SHALL COME OUT OF JACOB AND A SCEPTRE SHALL RISE OUT OF ISRAEL; HE SHALL CRUSH THE TEMPLES OF MOAB AND DESTROY ALL THE CHILDREN OF SHETH (NUM. XXIV, 15-17). AND OF LEVI HE SAID: GIVE THY TUMMIM TO LEVI, AND THY URIM TO THY PIOUS ONE WHOM THOU DIDST TEST AT MASSAH, AND WITH WHOM THOU DIDST QUARREL AT THE WATERS OF MERIBAH; WHO SAID TO HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, ‘I KNOW YOU NOT’, AND WHO DID NOT ACKNOWLEDGE HIS BROTHER, OR KNOW HIS SONS. FOR THEY OBSERVED THY WORD AND KEPT THY COVENANT. THEY SHALL CAUSE THY PRECEPTS TO SHINE BEFORE JACOB AND THY LAW BEFORE ISRAEL. THEY SHALL SEND UP INCENSE TOWARDS THY NOSTRILS AND PLACE A BURNT-OFFERING UPON THINE ALTAR. BLESS HIS POWER, O LORD, AND DELIGHT IN THE WORK OF HIS HANDS. SMITE THE LOINS OF HIS ADVERSARIES AND LET HIS ENEMIES RISE NO MORE (DEUT. XXXIII, 8-11). WHEN JOSHUA HAD FINISHED OFFERING PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING, HE SAID: CURSED BE THE MAN WHO REBUILDS THIS CITY! MAY HE LAY ITS FOUNDATION ON HIS FIRST-BORN, AND SET ITS GATE UPON HIS YOUNGEST SON (JOSH. VI, 26). BEHOLD, AN ACCURSED MAN, A MAN OF BELIAL, HAS RISEN TO BECOME A FOWLER’S NET TO HIS PEOPLE, AND A CAUSE OF DESTRUCTION TO ALL HIS NEIGHBOURS. AND [HIS BROTHER] AROSE AND RULED IN LIES, BOTH BEING INSTRUMENTS OF VIOLENCE. THEY HAVE REBUILT [THIS CITY AND HAVE SET UP FOR IT] A WALL AND TOWERS TO MAKE OF IT A STRONGHOLD OF UNGODLINESS IN ISRAEL, AND A HORROR IN EPHRAIM AND IN JUDAH...THEY HAVE COMMITTED AN ABOMINATION IN THE LAND, AND A GREAT BLASPHEMY AMONG THE CHILDREN [OF JACOB. THEY HAVE SHED BLOOD] LIKE WATER UPON THE RAMPARTS OF THE DAUGHTER OF ZION AND WITHIN THE PRECINCTS OF JERUSALEM.
ORDINANCES OR COMMENTARIES ON [HOLY] BIBLICAL LAW (4Q159, 4Q513-14)
THREE MANUSCRIPTS FROM CAVE 4 (4Q159, 4Q513-14), AND PROBABLY BELONGING TO THE TURN OF THE ERA, INCLUDE REINTERPRETATIONS OF VARIOUS BIBLICAL LAWS. IN THE FIRST STATUTE, THE INTERPRETER DEDUCES FROM DEUT. XXIII, 25—6 THAT A POOR MAN MAY EAT EARS OF CORN IN THE FIELD OF ANOTHER PERSON, BUT IS NOT ALLOWED TO TAKE ANY HOME. ON A THRESHING-FLOOR, HOWEVER, HE MAY BOTH EAT AND GATHER PROVISIONS FOR HIS FAMILY. NEXT FOLLOWS A STATUTE REFERRING TO THE HALF-SHEKEL TAX CONTRIBUTED BY EVERY ISRAELITE AGED TWENTY TO THE UPKEEP OF THE PLACE OF WORSHIP. LATER JEWISH TRADITION INTERPRETED THIS PASSAGE AS INSTITUTING A YEARLY TAX TO BE PAID BY EVERY MALE ISRAELITE (CF. NEH. X, 32; MATTH. XVII, 24-7; SEE ALSO THE TREATISE SHEKALIM OR SHEKEL DUES IN THE MISHNAH). THE QUMRAN ORDINANCE, HOWEVER, INSISTS ON ONE SINGLE PAYMENT, THEREBY COMPLYING WITH THE SCRIPTURAL RULE AND AT THE SAME TIME WITHHOLDING REGULAR SUPPORT FROM THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM. HERE 4Q159 AND 4Q513, FRS. 1—2, PARTLY OVERLAP. THE THIRD STATUTE (4Q159, FRS. 2-4) DEALS WITH THE PROHIBITION AGAINST SELLING AN ISRAELITE AS A SLAVE (CF. LEV. XXV, 39-46); WITH CASES TO BE JUDGED BY A COURT OF TWELVE MAGISTRATES; WITH THE FORBIDDEN INTERCHANGE OF GARMENTS BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN (CF. DEUT. XXII, 5); AND WITH THE CHARGE LAID BY A HUSBAND AGAINST HIS WIFE THAT SHE WAS NOT A VIRGIN WHEN HE MARRIED HER (DEUT. XXII, 13-21). FINALLY, 4Q513, FRS. 2-4, AND 4Q514 LEGISLATE ON PURITY RULES. 
4Q159: II: ... [AND] ANYONE WHO HAS MADE OF IT A THRESHING-FLOOR OR A WINEPRESS, ANY DESTITUTE [ISRAELITE] WHO GOES INTO A THRESHING-FLOOR MAY EAT THERE AND GATHER FOR HIMSELF AND FOR [HIS] HOUSEHOLD. BUT SHOULD HE WALK AMONG CORN STANDING IN THE FIELD, HE MAY EAT BUT MAY NOT BRING IT TO HIS HOUSE TO STORE IT. CONCERNING...THE MONEY OF VALUATION THAT A MAN GIVES AS RANSOM FOR HIS LIFE, IT SHALL BE HALF [A SHEKEL...] HE SHALL GIVE IT ONLY ONCE IN HIS LIFE. TWENTY GERAHS MAKE ONE SHEKEL ACCORDING TO [THE SHEKEL OF THE SANCTUARY (CF. EXOD. XXX, 12-13) …] FOR THE 600,000, ONE HUNDRED TALENTS; FOR THE 3,000, HALF A TALENT (=30 MINAHS); [FOR THE 500, FIVE MINAHS;] AND FOR THE 50, HALF A MINAH, (WHICH IS) TWENTY-FIVE SHEKELS (CF. EXOD. XXXVIII, 25-6)
4Q159, FRS. 2-4: ...BEFORE ISRAEL. THEY SHALL NOT SERVE GENTILES AMONG FOREIGNERS, FOR HE HAS BROUGHT THEM OUT FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND HE HAS COMMANDED CONCERNING THEM THAT NONE SHALL BE SOLD AS A SLAVE...TEN MEN AND TWO PRIESTS, AND THEY SHALL BE JUDGED BEFORE THESE TWELVE...SPOKE IN ISRAEL AGAINST A PERSON, THEY SHALL INQUIRE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEM. WHOSOEVER SHALL REBEL...SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH FOR HE HAS ACTED WILLFULLY. LET NO MAN’S GARMENT BE WORN BY A WOMAN ALL [THE DAYS OF HER LIFE]. LET HIM [NOT] BE COVERED WITH A WOMAN’S MANTLE, NOR WEAR A WOMAN’S TUNIC, FOR THIS IS AN ABOMINATION. IF A MAN ACCUSES A VIRGIN OF ISRAEL (THAT SHE IS NOT A VIRGIN), IF THIS IS WHEN HE MARRIES HER, LET HIM SAY SO AND THEY SHALL EXAMINE HER [CONCERNING HER] TRUSTWORTHINESS. IF HE HAS NOT LIED CONCERNING HER, SHE SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH. BUT IF HE HAS HUMILIATED HER FALSELY, HE SHALL BE FINED TWO MINAHS, [AND] SHALL [NOT] DIVORCE HER ALL HIS LIFE...
4Q513: ...TWENTY [GERAHS] MAKE A SHEKEL ACCORDING TO THE SHEKEL OF THE SANCTUARY...THE HALF-SHEKEL CONSISTS OF TWELVE MEAHS, [TWO] ZUZIM...ALSO SOURCES OF UNCLEANNESS. THE EPHAH [DRY MEASURE] AND THE BATH [LIQUID MEASURE], ALSO SOURCES OF UNCLEANNESS, HAVE THE SAME CAPACITY, (VIZ.) TEN ‘ISSARONS (=TENTHS). A BATH OF WINE CORRESPONDS TO AN EPHAH OF CORN. THE SEAH CONSISTS OF THREE AND ONE-THIRD ‘ISSARONS, SOURCES OF UNCLEANNESS, AND THE TITHE OF THE EPHAH [IS THE ‘ISSARON].
4Q514: I: HE SHALL NOT EAT...FOR ALL THE UNCLEAN...TO COUNT FOR HIM SEVEN DAYS OF WASHING AND HE SHALL WASH AND CLEANSE ON THE DAY OF [HIS] PURIFICATION. WHOEVER HAS NOT BEGUN HIS PURIFICATION FROM HIS ‘FOUNT’ [SHALL NOT EAT]. [NEITHER SHALL HE EAT] IN HIS FIRST (DEGREE OF) UNCLEANNESS. ALL THOSE TEMPORARILY UNCLEAN SHALL WASH ON THE DAY OF THEIR PURIFICATION, AND CLEANSE (THEIR GARMENTS) WITH WATER AND SHALL BECOME CLEAN. AFTERWARDS THEY MAY EAT THEIR BREAD ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF PURITY. WHOEVER HAS NOT BEGUN HIS PURIFICATION FROM HIS ‘FOUNT’ SHALL NOT EAT (AGAIN?) IN HIS FIRST (DEGREE OF) UNCLEANNESS. WHOEVER IS STILL IN HIS FIRST (DEGREE OF) UNCLEANNESS SHALL NOT EAT. ALL THOSE TEMPORARILY UNCLEAN SHALL ON THE DAY OF THEIR PURIFICATION WASH AND CLEANSE (THEIR GARMENTS) WITH WATER AND THEY SHALL BE CLEAN. AFTERWARDS THEY MAY EAT THEIR BREAD ACCORDING TO THE LAW. NONE SHALL EAT OR DRINK WITH WHOMSOEVER PREPARES...
THE HEAVENLY PRINCE MELCHIZEDEK (11Q13)
A STRIKING MID-FIRST-CENTURY BCE DOCUMENT, COMPOSED OF ELEVEN FRAGMENTS FROM CAVE 11 AND CENTRED ON THE MYSTERIOUS FIGURE OF MELCHIZEDEK, WAS FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1965. IT TAKES THE FORM OF AN ESCHATOLOGICAL MIDRASH IN WHICH THE PROCLAMATION OF LIBERTY TO THE CAPTIVES AT THE END OF DAYS (ISA. LXI, 1) IS UNDERSTOOD AS BEING PART OF THE GENERAL RESTORATION OF PROPERTY DURING THE YEAR OF JUBILEE (LEV. XXV, 13), SEEN IN THE BIBLE (DEUT. XV, 2) AS A REMISSION OF DEBTS. THE HEAVENLY DELIVERER IS MELCHIZEDEK. IDENTICAL WITH THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL, HE IS THE HEAD OF THE ‘SONS OF HEAVEN’ OR ‘GODS OF JUSTICE’ AND IS REFERRED TO AS ELOHIM AND EL. THE SAME TERMINOLOGY OCCURS IN THE SONGS FOR THE HOLOCAUST OF THE SABBATH. THESE HEBREW WORDS NORMALLY MEAN ‘GOD’, BUT IN CERTAIN SPECIFIC CONTEXTS JEWISH TRADITION ALSO EXPLAINS ELOHIM AS PRIMARILY DESIGNATING A ‘JUDGE’. HERE MELCHIZEDEK IS PORTRAYED AS PRESIDING OVER THE FINAL JUDGEMENT AND CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] OF HIS DEMONIC COUNTERPART, BELIAL/SATAN, THE PRINCE OF DARKNESS, ELSEWHERE ALSO CALLED MELKIRESHA’ (CF. PP. 391, 570). THE GREAT ACT OF DELIVERANCE IS EXPECTED TO OCCUR ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT AT THE END OF THE TENTH JUBILEE CYCLE. THIS MANUSCRIPT SHEDS VALUABLE LIGHT NOT ONLY ON THE MELCHIZEDEK FIGURE IN THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS VII, BUT ALSO ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MESSIANIC CONCEPT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT AND EARLY CHRISTIANITY. 
FRS. 1-4: II: ...AND CONCERNING THAT WHICH HE SAID, IN [THIS] YEAR OF JUBILEE [EACH OF YOU SHALL RETURN TO HIS PROPERTY (LEV. XXV, 13); AND LIKEWISE, AND THIS IS THE MANNER OF RELEASE:] EVERY CREDITOR SHALL RELEASE THAT WHICH HE HAS LENT [TO HIS NEIGHBOUR. HE SHALL NOT EXACT IT OF HIS NEIGHBOUR AND HIS BROTHER], FOR GOD’S RELEASE [HAS BEEN PROCLAIMED] (DEUT. XV, 2). [AND IT WILL BE PROCLAIMED AT] THE END OF DAYS CONCERNING THE CAPTIVES AS [HE SAID, TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE CAPTIVES (ISA. LXI, 1). ITS INTERPRETATION IS THAT HE] WILL ASSIGN THEM TO THE SONS OF HEAVEN AND TO THE INHERITANCE OF MELCHIZEDEK; FOR HE WILL CAST THEIR [LOT] AMID THE PORTIONS OF MELCHIZEDEK, WHO WILL RETURN THEM THERE AND WILL PROCLAIM TO THEM LIBERTY, FORGIVING THEM [THE WRONG-DOINGS] OF ALL THEIR INIQUITIES. AND THIS THING WILL [OCCUR] IN THE FIRST WEEK OF THE JUBILEE THAT FOLLOWS THE NINE JUBILEES. AND THE DAY OF ATONEMENT IS THE END OF THE TENTH JUBILEE, WHEN ALL THE SONS OF [LIGHT] AND THE MEN OF THE LOT OF MELCHIZEDEK WILL BE ATONED FOR. [AND] A STATUTE CONCERNS THEM TO PROVIDE THEM WITH THEIR REWARDS. FOR THIS IS THE MOMENT OF THE YEAR OF GRACE FOR MELCHIZEDEK. AND HE WILL, BY HIS STRENGTH, JUDGE THE HOLY ONES OF GOD, EXECUTING JUDGEMENT AS IT IS WRITTEN CONCERNING HIM IN THE SONGS OF DAVID, WHO SAID, ELOHIM HAS TAKEN HIS PLACE IN THE DIVINE COUNCIL; IN THE MIDST OF THE GODS HE HOLDS JUDGMENT (PSALMS LXXXII, 1). AND IT WAS CONCERNING HIM THAT HE SAID, (LET THE ASSEMBLY OF THE PEOPLES) RETURN TO THE HEIGHT ABOVE THEM; EL (GOD) WILL JUDGE THE PEOPLES (PSALMS VII, 7-8). AS FOR THAT WHICH HE SAID, HOW LONG WILL YOU] JUDGE UNJUSTLY AND SHOW PARTIALITY TO THE WICKED? SELAH (PSALMS LXXXII, 2), ITS INTERPRETATION CONCERNS BELIAL AND THE SPIRITS OF HIS LOT [WHO] REBELLED BY TURNING AWAY FROM THE PRECEPTS OF GOD TO...AND MELCHIZEDEK WILL AVENGE THE VENGEANCE OF THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD...AND HE WILL DRAG [THEM FROM THE HAND OF] BELIAL AND FROM THE HAND OF ALL THE SPIRITS OF HIS [LOT]. AND ALL THE ‘GODS [OF JUSTICE’] WILL COME TO HIS AID [TO] ATTEND TO THE DESTRUCTION OF BELIAL. AND THE HEIGHT IS ... ALL THE SONS OF GOD... THIS ... THIS IS THE DAY OF [PEACE/SALVATION] CONCERNING WHICH [GOD] SPOKE [THROUGH ISA]IAH THE PROPHET, WHO SAID, [HOW] BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAINS ARE THE FEET OF THE MESSENGER WHO PROCLAIMS PEACE, WHO BRINGS GOOD NEWS, WHO PROCLAIMS SALVATION, WHO SAYS TO ZION: YOUR ELOHIM [REIGNS] (ISA. LII, 7). ITS INTERPRETATION; THE MOUNTAINS ARE THE PROPHETS...AND THE MESSENGER IS THE ANOINTED ONE OF THE SPIRIT, CONCERNING WHOM DANIEL SAID, [UNTIL AN ANOINTED ONE, A PRINCE (DAN. IX, 25)] ... [AND HE WHO BRINGS] GOOD [NEWS], WHO PROCLAIMS [SALVATION]: IT IS CONCERNING HIM THAT IT IS WRITTEN... [TO COMFORT ALL WHO MOURN, TO GRANT TO THOSE WHO MOURN IN ZION] (ISA. LXI, 2-3). TO COMFORT [THOSE WHO MOURN: ITS INTERPRETATION], TO MAKE THEM UNDERSTAND ALL THE AGES OF TIME...IN TRUTH...WILL TURN AWAY FROM BELIAL...BY THE JUDGMENT[S] OF GOD, AS IT IS WRITTEN CONCERNING HIM, [WHO SAYS TO ZION]; YOUR ELOHIM REIGNS. ZION IS...THOSE WHO UPHOLD THE COVENANT, WHO TURN FROM WALKING [IN] THE WAY OF THE PEOPLE. AND YOUR ELOHIM IS [MELCHIZEDEK, WHO WILL SAVE THEM FROM] THE HAND OF BELIAL. AS FOR THAT WHICH HE SAID, THEN YOU SHALL SEND ABROAD THE TRUMPET IN ALL THE LAND (LEV. XXV, 9) ...
CONSOLATIONS OR TANHUMIM (4Q176)
A LARGE NUMBER OF SMALL FRAGMENTS FROM A CAVE 4 MANUSCRIPT (4Q176), EDITED IN 1968, REPRESENT A SCRIPTURAL ANTHOLOGY CENTRED ON THE THEME OF DIVINE CONSOLATION. ORIGINALLY, EACH CITATION WAS ACCOMPANIED BY A SECTARIAN EXEGESIS, BUT ONLY A FEW EXAMPLES OF THE LATTER SURVIVE. THE MAJORITY OF THE EXTANT REMAINS BELONG TO ISAIAH XLLV (PS. LXXIX, 2-3; ISA. XL, 1-5; XLI, 8-9; XLIX, 13-17; XLIII, 1-2, 4-6; LI, 22-3; LII, 1-3; LIV, 4-10; LII, 1-2; ZECH. XIII, 9). THE TRANSLATED PASSAGE IS BASED ON PSALM LXXIX, 2-3, AND IS FOLLOWED BY A NEW TITLE—FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH: CONSOLATIONS—AND THE QUOTATION OF THE OPENING VERSES OF ISA. XL. THE FOUR ASTERISKS SYMBOLIZE THE TETRAGRAM INDICATED IN THE MANUSCRIPT SIMPLY BY DOTS. 
I: AND HE SHALL ACCOMPLISH THY MIRACLES AND THY RIGHTEOUSNESS AMONG THY PEOPLE. AND THEY SHALL...THY SANCTUARY, AND SHALL DISPUTE WITH THE KINGDOMS OVER THE BLOOD OF...JERUSALEM AND SHALL SEE THE BODIES OF THY PRIESTS...AND NONE TO BURY THEM (PS. LXXIX, 3). FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH: CONSOLATIONS [COMFORT, COMFORT, MY PEOPLE] —SAYS YOUR GOD SPEAK TO THE HEART OF JERUSALEM AND CRY TO HER THAT HER [BONDAGE IS COMPLETED], THAT HER PUNISHMENT IS ACCEPTED, THAT SHE HAS RECEIVED FROM THE HAND OF **** DOUBLE FOR ALL HER SINS... (ISA. XL, 1-3).
CATENAE OR INTERPRETATION OF BIBLICAL TEXTS ON THE LAST DAYS (4Q177, 4Q182)
THESE TWO DOCUMENTS CONSIST OF OVER THIRTY FRAGMENTS, NONE OF WHICH AMOUNTS TO UNITS OF COHERENT TEXT. THE CONNECTING THEME IS ESCHATOLOGY, WITH THE PHRASE ‘AT THE END OF DAYS’ APPEARING HALF A DOZEN TIMES. THE MAJORITY OF THE BIBLICAL QUOTATIONS ARE FROM THE PSALMS (PS. VI, XI, XII, XIII, XVI), BUT EXPLICIT MENTIONS ARE ALSO MADE OF ‘THE BOOK OF THE LAW’ (OR POSSIBLY ‘THE SECOND LAW’) (4Q177, FRS. 1-4, 1. 14), ‘THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL, THE PROPHET’ (4Q177, FR. 7, 1.3), AND ‘THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH THE PROPHET?’ (4Q182, FR. 1, 1. 4). THE CITATIONS ARE INTRODUCED BY ‘AS IT IS WRITTEN’, AND THE EXPOSITORY SECTIONS START WITH PESHER. THE FOLLOWING TYPICALLY SECTARIAN EXPRESSIONS ARE ATTESTED: ‘PARTY OF LIGHT’ (FR. 1-4, 1. 8), ‘MEN OF HIS COUNCIL’ (IBID., 1. 16), ‘CONGREGATION OF SEEKERS OF SMOOTH THINGS’ (FR. 9, 1. 4), ‘MEN OF BELIAL’ (FR. 10-11, 1. 4), ‘INTERPRETER OF THE LAW’ (IBID., 1. 5), ‘SONS OF LIGHT’ (FR. 12-13 I, 11.7, 11), ‘COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY’ (FR. 14,1. 5). 
4Q177 FRS. 10-11, 7, 9, 20, 26 (RECONSTRUCTED): ...THE INTERPRETATION OF THE SAYING CONCERNS THE PURIFYING OF THE HEART OF THE MEN...TO TRY THEM AND REFINE THEM...BY THE SPIRIT AND THE PURE AND THE PURIFIED... [AS FOR THAT WHICH] HE SAID, LEST THE ENEMY SAY, [I HAVE PREVAILED OVER HIM] (PS. XIII, 5) ...THEY ARE THE CONGREGATION OF THE SEEKERS OF SMOOTH THINGS WHO...UNTIL THEY SEEK TO DESTROY...BY THEIR JEALOUSY AND HOSTILITY...THE INTERPRETATION OF THIS WORD CONCERNS...WHICH IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL THE PROPHET... [THE INTERPRETATION OF THE SAYING CONCERNS THE END] OF DAYS WHEN THERE WILL BE GATHERED AGAINST THEM ...
BIBLICALLY BASED APOCRYPHAL WORKS
JUBILEES (4Q216-28, 1Q17-18, 2Q19-20, 3Q5, 4Q482(?), 11Q12)
THE PSEUDEPIGRAPHON, KNOWN PRIOR TO QUMRAN FROM A COMPLETE ETHIOPIC AND PARTIAL GREEK, LATIN AND SYRIAC TRANSLATIONS, HAS FOR THE FIRST TIME SURFACED IN A LARGE NUMBER OF MOSTLY SMALL FRAGMENTS IN ITS HEBREW ORIGINAL IN FIVE QUMRAN CAVES. THE WORK ITSELF IS A MIDRASHIC RETELLING OF THE STORY OF GENESIS (AND THE BEGINNING OF EXODUS) IN THE FORM OF A REVELATION CONVEYED BY ANGELS TO MOSES. APART FROM SOME 4Q RELICS, THE TEXTS FROM 1-3Q AND 11Q ARE TOO MUTILATED TO PROVIDE THE BASIS FOR AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION AND THEIR CHIEF SIGNIFICANCE LIES IN THEIR ATTESTATION OF A HEBREW ORIGINAL GENERALLY CLOSE TO THE ACCOUNT PRESERVED IN THE ANCIENT VERSIONS. THE 4Q MATERIAL INCLUDES SOME LARGER FRAGMENTS SUITABLE FOR RENDERING INTO ENGLISH, AND 4Q225, SURNAMED PSEUDO-JUBILEES BY THE EDITORS, BUT WHICH COULD JUST AS WELL BE ACCEPTED SIMPLY AS AN ALTERNATIVE ACCOUNT, REVEALS SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL OF SOME IMPORTANCE NOT ONLY FOR JUBILEES IN GENERAL, BUT ALSO FOR THE STUDY OF THE AKEDAH OR STORY OF THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC, CERTAIN FEATURES OF WHICH RECEIVE HERE THEIR FIRST PRE-CHRISTIAN ATTESTATION. 4Q216, WHICH IN PART MAY BE THE EARLIEST JUBILEES MANUSCRIPT AND SHOULD BE DATED PALAEOGRAPHICALLY TO THE LAST QUARTER OF THE SECOND CENTURY BCE, TESTIFIES IN THE FORM OF SMALL FRAGMENTS TO THE BEGINNING OF THE BOOK (BETWEEN 1, 1 AND 11, 24 OF THE ETHIOPIC VERSION). IT CONTAINS THE HEBREW TITLE OF THE WORK, BOOK OF THE DIVISIONS OF THE T IMES, REPEATED ALSO IN OTHER 4Q FRAGMENTS, A TITLE ALREADY KNOWN FROM THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT (XVI, 3). 4Q217 AND 218, THE FIRST CONSISTING OF ELEVEN TINY PAPYRUS FRAGMENTS AND THE SECOND OF A SINGLE SMALL LEATHER FRAGMENT, BOTH PROBABLY DERIVE FROM THE OPENING CHAPTERS OF JUBILEES. 4Q219, ALSO POORLY PRESERVED, HAS PRESERVED TIT-BITS FROM CHAPTERS XXI, 1 TO XXII, 1. ITS ONLY NOTEWORTHY CONTRIBUTION IS THAT IN COL. 11, LINES 35-6, IT DATES THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM CORRECTLY TO THE FORTY-THIRD JUBILEE COUNTED FROM THE CREATION, AND NOT TO THE FORTY-FOURTH, AS THE ETHIOPIC VERSION DOES. 4QJUBE 4Q220 SUPPLIES A SINGLE LARGISH, HENCE TRANSLATABLE, FRAGMENT OF JUB. XXI, 5-10 WRITTEN IN AN EARLY HERODIAN SCRIPT (LAST THREE DECADES OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE). IT OCCASIONALLY OVERLAPS WITH 4Q219, THUS PERMITTING THE FILLING IN OF TWO GAPS. THE REMAINING FOUR 4QJUB MANUSCRIPTS ARE ONCE AGAIN SO FRAGMENTARY THAT NO TRANSLATION IS POSSIBLE. 4Q221 CONSISTS OF THIRTY-SEVEN TINY FRAGMENTS, COVERING SMALL IDENTIFIED PORTIONS OF JUB. XXI, 22 TO XXXIX, 9. THE SIX FRAGMENTS OF 4Q222 ECHO JUB. XXV, 9-12; XXVII, 6-7 AND XLIX, 5(?) AND THE BADLY WORN PAPYRUS MANUSCRIPTS OF 4Q223-4, WHERE IDENTIFIABLE, REFLECT JUB. XXXII, 18 TO XLI, 10. REMAINS OF THREE HEBREW MANUSCRIPTS (4Q225-7) HAVE PRESERVED A WRITING AKIN TO JUBILEES OR REPRESENTING A DISCREPANT VERSION OF IT. IN EITHER CASE, ‘PSEUDO-JUBILEES’, THE TITLE CHOSEN BY THE EDITORS, IS NO DOUBT A MISNOMER. PALAEOGRAPHICALLY, 4Q225 IS DATED TO THE TURN OF THE ERA; 4Q226 TO THE SECOND HALF, AND 4Q227 TO THE FINAL DECADES, OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. OF THE THREE FRAGMENTS, THE FIRST AND THE THIRD ARE VERY DAMAGED, BUT SUBSTANTIAL PARTS OF FRAGMENT 2 ARE EXTANT. THE AUTHOR RECOUNTS THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC WITH DETAILS WHICH DIFFER FROM THE GENESIS STORY AND DISPLAY CLOSE PARALLELS TO THE POST-BIBLICAL REPRESENTATION OF THE AKEDAH OR BINDING OF ISAAC, ANTICIPATING FEATURES KNOWN FROM THE PALESTINIAN TARGUMS (ON GEN. XXII, 10 IN COL. 11.4; ON GEN. XXII, 11, AND 105C ON THE SAME PASSAGE IN COL. 11.1). THE PRESENCE OF ANGELS AT THE SACRIFICE IS REPEATEDLY ATTESTED IN THE TARGUMS. 4Q225 PROVIDES THE EARLIEST (PRE-CHRISTIAN) EVIDENCE FOR THE RABBINIC STORY OF ISAAC’S VOLUNTARY SELF-SACRIFICE WHICH IS THOUGHT TO HAVE SUPPLIED A MODEL FOR THE FORMULATION BY NEW TESTAMENT WRITERS OF THE TEACHING ON THE SACRIFICIAL DEATH OF JESUS. THE SCRIPTURE AND TRADITION IN JUDAISM (BRILL, 1961), 193-227. ALSO ‘NEW LIGHT ON THE AKEDAH FROM 4Q225’, JJS 47 (1996), 140-46. 4Q226 OR PSJUBB IS MADE UP OF FOURTEEN FRAGMENTS, HALF OF THEM UNIDENTIFIABLE. THE FIRST SIX MENTION EGYPT, THE WILDERNESS, JOSHUA’S CROSSING (OF THE JORDAN) AND THE LAND OF CANAAN. FR. 7, THE LARGEST, RETURNS TO THE AFTERMATH OF THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC AND FURNISHES A TEXT CLOSELY RESEMBLING 4Q225 2, II. THE BADLY DAMAGED FR. 2 OF 4Q227 IS CENTRED ON THE FIGURE OF ENOCH, INSTRUCTED BY ANGELS, TESTIFYING AGAINST HIS CONTEMPORARIES AND THE ANGELS CALLED WATCHERS. ALLUSION IS MADE TO HIS WRITING ACTIVITY, INCLUDING ASTRONOMICAL KNOWLEDGE WHICH WAS TO STOP THE RIGHTEOUS FROM GOING ASTRAY. THE TWO SMALL FRAGMENTS OF 4Q227 CONTAIN REFERENCES TO MOSES AND TO ENOCH (CF. JUB. IV, 17-24) AND 4Q228 CONSISTS OF ONE LARGE AND EIGHT TINY FRAGMENTS, ONE OF WHICH (FR. 1, 1. 9) DISPLAYS THE PHRASE, ‘FOR THUS IS WRITTEN IN THE DIVISIONS [OF TIMES]’. HENCE IT IS IDENTIFIED AS AN UNKNOWN WORK QUOTING THE BOOK OF JUBILEES. 
4Q220, FR. 1 (JUB. XXI, 5-10): AND DO NOT GO AFTER IDOLS AND AFTER...AND DO NOT EAT ANY BLOOD OF A WILD OR DOMESTIC ANIMAL OR A BIRD WHICH [FLIES] ...AND IF YOU SACRIFICE A PEACE-OFFERING AS A BURNT-OFFERING, SACRIFICE IT FOR (GOD’S) PLEASURE. AND SPRINKLE THEIR BLOOD ON THE ALTAR. AND ALL THE FLESH OF THE BURNTOFFERING YOU WILL OFFER ON THE ALTAR TOGETHER WITH THE FLOUR MIXED WITH OIL OF ITS MEAL-OFFERING.... [YOU] WILL OFFER ALL ON THE ALTAR AS A FIREOFFERING, A PLEASANT ODOUR BEFORE GOD. AND THE...OF PEACE-OFFERINGS YOU WILL OFFER ON THE FIRE WHICH IS ON THE ALTAR. AND THE FAT [WHICH IS ON...AND] THE FAT WHICH IS ON THE ENTRAILS AND THE KIDNEYS [AND] THE [FAT WHICH IS ON THEM (CF. 4Q219)] ...AND THE LOBES OF THE LIVER WITH THE KIDNEYS YOU SHALL REMOVE [AND YOU SHALL OFFER (CF. 4Q219)] ...WITH ITS OFFERING AND ITS LIBATION... [ON] THAT [DAY] AND ON THE MORROW...
4Q225 (4Q226) FR. 2: I: ...THAT SOUL WILL BE CUT OFF...HE DWELT IN HARAN FOR TWENTY YEARS (NOT SEVENTEEN AS IN JUB. XII, 12, 28). AND ABRAHAM [SAID] TO GOD, ‘BEHOLD, I AM NAKED (CHILDLESS) AND IT IS ELIEZER, THE SON OF MY HOUSEHOLD, WHO WILL INHERIT FROM ME.’ VACAT. AND THE LORD [SAID] TO ABRAHAM, ‘LIFT UP (YOUR EYES) AND GAZE AT THE STARS AND SEE AND COUNT THE SAND THAT IS ON THE SEA SHORE AND THE DUST OF THE EARTH AS TO WHETHER THEY CAN BE COUNTED. AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED IN GOD AND THIS WAS RECKONED FOR HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND A SON WAS BORN AFTERWARDS TO ABRAHAM AND HE CALLED HIS NAME ISAAC. AND THE PRINCE MASTEMAH CAME TO GOD AND ACCUSED ABRAHAM ON ACCOUNT OF ISAAC. AND GOD SAID TO ABRAHAM, ‘TAKE YOUR SON, ISAAC, [YOUR] ONLY (SON) [WHOM] YOU [LOVE] AND OFFER HIM TO ME AS A BURNT-OFFERING ON ONE OF THE...MOUNTAINS [WHICH I WILL TELL] YOU.’ AND HE ROSE AND HE WENT FROM THE WELLS TO MOUNT MORIAH...AND ABRAHAM LIFTED UP II: HIS EYES [AND BEHOLD THERE WAS] A FIRE. AND HE PLACED [THE WOOD ON ISAAC, HIS SON, AND THEY WENT TOGETHER]. AND ISAAC SAID TO ABRAHAM, [HIS FATHER, ‘BEHOLD THERE IS THE FIRE AND THE WOOD, BUT WHERE IS THE LAMB] FOR THE BURNT-OFFERING?’ AND ABRAHAM SAID TO [ISAAC, HIS SON, ‘GOD WILL PROVIDE A LAMB] FOR HIMSELF.’ ISAAC SAID TO HIS FATHER, ‘TIE ME WELL’ (ON XXII, 10) ...THE HOLY ANGELS STANDING AND WEEPING OVER [THE ALTAR] ...HIS SONS FROM THE EARTH. AND THE ANGELS OF MASTEMAH...WERE REJOICING AND SAYING, ‘NOW HE (ISAAC) WILL BE DESTROYED... [WE SHALL SEE] WHETHER HE WILL BE FOUND WEAK AND WHETHER ABRAHAM WILL BE FOUND UNFAITHFUL [TO GOD.’ AND HE (GOD) CALLED,] ‘ABRAHAM, ABRAHAM.’ AND HE SAID. ‘HERE AM I.’ AND HE SAID, ‘NOW I KNOW THAT (IT WAS A LIE THAT?) HE (ABRAHAM) WILL NO LONGER BE LOVING.’ AND THE LORD GOD BLESSED ISAAC ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE (CF. 4Q226 7.3) AND HE BEGOT JACOB, AND JACOB BEGOT LEVI (IN THE) [THIRD (CF. 4Q226 7.5)] GENERATION. AND ALL THE DAYS OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB AND LEVI WERE...YEARS]. AND THE PRINCE MASTEMAH WAS BOUND [AND THE HOLY ANGELS (CF. 4Q226 7.6)] ...THE PRINCE MASTEMAH, AND BELIAL LISTENED TO...
4Q226, FR. 7: ABRAHAM WAS FOUND FAITHFUL TO GOD AND... FOR PLEASURE. AND THE LORD BLESSED [ISAAC ALL THE DAYS] OF HIS LIFE. AND HE BEGOT JACOB AND JACOB BEGOT LEVI IN THE THIRD GENERATION. [AND ALL THE DAYS] OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND JACOB AND LEVI WERE...YEARS. AND THE HOLY ANGELS...FAST HERE...
4Q227, FR. 2: ...ENOCH AFTER THEY/WE TAUGHT HIM...SIX JUBILEES OF YEARS...EARTH TOWARDS THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND HE TESTIFIED AGAINST ALL OF THEM...AND AGAINST THE WATCHERS. AND HE WROTE ALL THE...HEAVEN AND THE WAYS OF ITS HOST AND THE MONTHS...THAT THE RIGHTEOUS MAY NOT STRAY...
THE PRAYER OF ENOSH AND ENOCH (4Q369)
TEN FRAGMENTS, INCLUDING THREE LARGE ONES, HAVE SURVIVED OF A MANUSCRIPT WRITTEN WITH HERODIAN CHARACTERS, APPARENTLY RECORDING PRAYERS. THERE IS NO DIRECT REFERENCE TO THE PERSONS IN WHOSE MOUTHS THE WORDS ARE PLACED, BUT THE CONTEXT SEEMS TO INDICATE THAT THE FIRST FRAGMENT IS ASSOCIATED WITH ENOSH, WHO ACCORDING TO GEN. IV, 26, WAS THE FIRST HUMAN TO CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD. SINCE LINE 10 IN FR. 1, COL. 1 MENTIONS ENOCH, THE EDITORS HAVE MADE A REASONABLE INFERENCE IN ATTRIBUTING TO HIM THE PRAYER IN FR. 1, COL. 11. FR. 2 ALLUDES TO A WAR AGAINST THE LANDS WITHOUT ANY CONTEXT AND FRS. 3-9 CONTAIN NOTHING INTELLIGIBLE. 
FR. I: I: ...ALL THEIR FESTIVALS IN THEIR AGES...OF THY MARVELS, FOR FROM OLD TIMES THOU HAST ORDERED FOR THEM HIS JUDGEMENT UNTIL THE AGE OF DETERMINED JUDGMENT THROUGH ALL EVERLASTING COMMANDMENTS. VACAT [KENAN WAS FROM THE FOURTH GENERATION AND MEHALALEL] HIS [SON] WAS THE FIFTH GENERATION. ...AND JARED HIS SON. AND JARED HIS SON WAS SIXTH GENERATION AND ENOCH HIS SON. ENOCH WAS SEVENTH GENERATION...
II: THOU HAST IMPARTED THY NAME AS HIS INHERITANCE TO MAKE THY NAME DWELL THERE...SHE QERUSALEM?) IS THE GLORY OF THE TERRITORY OF THY LAND AND ON HER [THOU] ...THINE EYES ON HER AND THY GLORY SHALL BE SEEN THERE FOR...TO HIS SEED FOR THEIR GENERATIONS AN EVERLASTING POSSESSION AND ALL...THY GOOD JUDGMENTS THOU HAST PURIFIED HIM FOR...IN EVERLASTING LIGHT AND THOU HAST ESTABLISHED HIM FOR THEE AS A FIRST-BORN SON...LIKE HIS, AS A PRINCE AND RULER FOR ALL THE TERRITORY OF THY LAND... [THE] CROWN OF THE HEAVENS AND THE GLORY OF THE CLOUDS THOU HAST SET [ON HIM] ...AND THE ANGEL OF THY PEACE IN HIS CONGREGATION AND... [GIVEN] HIM RIGHTEOUS RULES LIKE A FATHER TO HIS SON...THY SOUL CLINGS TO HIS LOVE...FOR THROUGH THEM THOU [HAST ESTABLISHED] THY GLORY. 
THE BOOK OF ENOCH (4Q201-2, 204-12)
VARIOUS QUMRAN CAVES HAVE YIELDED FOR THE FIRST TIME THE ORIGINAL ARAMAIC TEXT OF ONE OF THE MAJOR PSEUDEPIGRAPHA, THE BOOK OF ENOCH, WHICH WAS PREVIOUSLY KNOWN FROM A COMPLETE ETHIOPIC TRANSLATION AND FROM A GREEK RENDERING OF CHAPTERS I-XXXII AND XCVII-CI, CVI-CVII, AS WELL AS FROM A NUMBER OF GREEK QUOTATIONS FROM CHAPTERS VI TO XV TRANSMITTED BY THE BYZANTINE WRITER GEORGE SYNCELLUS. QUMRAN CAVE 4 HAS YIELDED SEVEN COPIES OF THE WRITING ATTESTED BY, BUT NOT STRICTLY IDENTICAL TO, THE ETHIOPIC, AND FOUR FURTHER COPIES OF THE RELATED BOOK OF GIANTS, DEPENDENT ON CHAPTER VI OF ENOCH, FRAGMENTS OF WHICH HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED ALSO IN 1Q AND 6Q. PALAEOGRAPHICALLY, ALL OF THEM ARE DATED TO BETWEEN 200 BCE AND THE END OF THE PRE-CHRISTIAN ERA. THE DIFFERENCES THEY DISPLAY CONCERN PARTLY THE STRUCTURE OF THE WORK, E.G. THE ASTRONOMICAL SECTION IS MORE DEVELOPED IN PARTS THAN THE TEXT FROM WHICH THE ETHIOPIC ENOCH LXXII-LXXXII WAS MADE, WHILE THE BOOK OF PARABLES (CHAPS. XXXVII-LXXI) WITH ITS SON OF MAN SPECULATION IS COMPLETELY LACKING AT QUMRAN. THERE ARE ALSO NOTICEABLE STYLISTIC DIVERGENCES WHICH MAY BE ATTRIBUTABLE MORE TO THE ABSENCE OF A UNIFIED TEXT OF ENOCH THAN TO THE WORK OF THE ETHIOPIC TRANSLATOR. THE BULK OF THE FRAGMENTS IS TOO SMALL FOR TRANSLATION. IT WOULD BE WHOLLY MEANINGLESS TO RENDER INTO ENGLISH THE RETRANSLATION INTO ARAMAIC OF THE ETHIOPIC AND/OR GREEK TEXT SUPPLIED BY THEIR EDITOR, WHO HAS CONJECTURALLY FILLED THE MANY GAPS IN THE QUMRAN MANUSCRIPTS. THE PASSAGES INCLUDED IN THIS VOLUME ARE THOSE WHICH MAKE SENSE IN THEMSELVES. THE FIRST EXCERPT (4Q201) SUPPLIES THE ARAMAIC NAMES OF THE TWENTY CHIEFS OF THE FALLEN ANGELS. THE SECOND (4Q204) RELATES THE MIRACULOUS BIRTH OF NOAH, WHICH SHOULD BE COMPARED TO THE PARALLEL ACCOUNTS IN THE GENESIS APOCRYPHON COL. 11 AND IN THE FRAGMENTS OF THE BOOK OF NOAH (1Q19, 4Q534). THE THIRD AND FOURTH EXTRACTS (4Q206) TESTIFY TO A RECENSION NOTICEABLY DIFFERENT FROM THE CORRESPONDING ETHIOPIC VERSION. THE FIFTH (4Q209), THE ASTRONOMICAL BOOK, IS - AS HAS BEEN NOTED - CONSIDERABLY LONGER THAN THE ETHIOPIC. AS FOR THE BOOK OF GIANTS, IT IS MISSING FROM THE ETHIOPIC, THOUGH IT CIRCULATED IN MANICHAEAN, TALMUDIC AND MEDIEVAL JEWISH LITERATURE. FOR A PRELIMINARY EDITION, SEE THE BOOKS OF ENOCH: ARAMAIC FRAGMENTS OF QUMRAN CAVE 4, OXFORD, 1976. 
4Q201 1=ENA (1EN. VI, 7-VII, 1): III: ...AND THESE ARE [THE NAMES OF THEIR CHIEFS]. SHEMIHAZAH WHO WAS THEIR HEAD, ARATAQOPH (CF. ENB), HIS SECOND; RAMTAEL, THIRD TO HIM; KOKABE L, FOURTH TO HIM;... EL, FIFTH TO HIM; RAMAEL, SIXTH TO HIM; DANIEL, SEVENTH TO HIM; ZIQIEL (CF. ENA,C), EIGHTH TO HIM; BARAQEL, NINTH TO HIM; ASAEL, TENTH TO HIM; HERMONI (ENC), ELEVENTH TO HIM; MATAREL, TWELFTH TO HIM; ANANEL, THIRTEENTH [TO HIM]; STAWEL, FOURTEENTH TO HIM; SHAMSHIEL, FIFTEENTH TO HIM; SHAHRIEL, SIXTEENTH TO HIM; TUMMIEL, SEVENTEENTH TO HIM; TURIEL, EIGHTEENTH TO HIM; YOMIEL, NINETEENTH TO HIM; YEHADDIEL, TWENTIETH TO HIM. THESE ARE THE CHIEFS OF THE CHIEFS OF TENS. THESE AND THEIR CHIEFS [TOOK FOR THEMSELVES] WIVES FROM ALL THOSE WHOM THEY CHOSE AND [THEY BEGAN (ENB) TO GO IN TO THEM AND DEFILE THEMSELVES WITH THEM AND TO TEACH THEM SORCERY AND MAGIC (ENB)] ...AND THEY BECAME PREGNANT BY THEM AND BORE GIANTS...
4Q204=ENC (1EN. CVI, 19-CVII, 2): II: ...AND AFTER THESE SHALL COME A GREATER WICKEDNESS THAN THAT WHICH WILL HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED IN [THEIR] DAYS. FOR I KNOW THE MYSTERIES [OF THE LORD WHICH] THE HOLY ONES HAVE EXPLAINED AND SHOWED ME AND WHICH I READ [IN] THE HEAVENLY [TABLETS]. AND I SAW WRITTEN IN THEM THAT ONE GENERATION AFTER ANOTHER WILL DO EVIL IN THIS WAY, AND EVIL WILL LAST [UNTIL] GENERATIONS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS [ARISE] AND EVIL AND WICKEDNESS SHALL END AND VIOLENCE SHALL CEASE FROM THE EARTH AND UNTIL GOOD SHALL COME ON THE EARTH ON THEM. VACAT. AND NOW, PLEASE GO TO YOUR [SON], LAMECH, [AND EXPLAIN TO HIM] THAT THIS CHILD IS HIS SON IN TRUTH AND WITHOUT LIE...
4Q206 I XXII (IEN. XXII, 3-7): ... [THE SOUL] OF ALL THE SONS OF MAN. AND BEHOLD, THESE ARE THE PITS FOR THEIR PRISON. THEY WERE MADE THUS UNTIL THE DAY OF THEIR JUDGEMENT, UNTIL THE FINAL DAY OF THE GREAT JUDGEMENT WHICH WILL BE IMPOSED ON THEM. VACAT THERE I SAW THE SPIRIT OF A DEAD MAN COMPLAINING AND HIS MOANING RISING TO HEAVEN AND CRYING AND COMPLAINING...
4Q206 1 XXVI (1EN. XXXII, 1-3): ... [AND BEYOND] THOSE [MOUNTAINS] ROUGHLY NORTHWARDS, ON THEIR EASTERN SIDE, I WAS SHOWN OTHER MOUNTAINS, [FULL OF] EXCELLENT NARD, AND PEPPER-WORT, AND CINNAMON, AND PEPPER. VACAT. AND FROM THERE I WAS LED TO THE EAST OF ALL THOSE MOUNTAINS, FAR FROM THEM, TO THE EAST OF THE EARTH AND I WAS TAKEN OVER THE RED SEA AND GREATLY DISTANCED MYSELF FROM IT AND CROSSED OVER THE DARKNESS FAR FROM IT. AND I PASSED TO THE PARADISE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS...
THE ASTRONOMICAL BOOK OF ENOCH 4Q209 7 (CF. 1EN. LXXIII, I-LXXIV, 90)
II: ... [AND IT (THE MOON) SHINES IN THE REMAINDER OF THIS NIGHT WITH THREE SEVENTH (PARTS); AND IT GROWS DURING THIS DAY TO FOUR SEVENTHS AND A HALF; AND THEN IT SETS AND ENTERS (ITS GATE) AND IS COVERED FOR THE REMAINDER] OF THIS DAY TO [TWO] SEVENTHS AND A HALF. AND IN THE NIGHT OF THE TWENTY FOURTH IT IS COVERED FOUR SEVENTHS AND A HALF AND [FOUR SEVENTHS AND A HALF] ARE CUT OFF FROM ITS LIGHT. AND THEN IT COMES OUT (FROM ITS GATE) AND SHINES IN THE REMAINDER OF THIS NIGHT TWO SEVENTHS AND A HALF. AND IT GROWS [IN] THIS DAY FIVE SEVENTHS AND THEN IT SETS AND ENTERS (ITS GATE) AND IS COVERED FOR THE REMAINDER OF THIS DAY [TWO] SEVENTHS. VACAT. AND IN THE NIGHT, ON THE TWENTY-FIFTH, IT IS COVERED FIVE SEVENTHS, (AND) FIVE SEVENTHS ARE CUT OFF FROM ITS LIGHT. AND THEN IT COMES OUT AND SHINES FOR THE REMAINDER OF THIS NIGHT TWO SEVENTHS. AND IT GROWS IN THIS DAY TO FIVE SEVENTHS AND A HALF. AND THEN IT SETS [AND] ENTERS THE SECOND GATE AND IS COVERED FOR THE REMAINDER OF THIS DAY ONE SEVENTH AND A HALF. VACAT. AND IN THE NIGHT OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH IT IS COVERED FIVE SEVENTHS AND A HALF AND FIVE SEVENTHS AND A HALF ARE CUT OFF FROM ITS LIGHT. AND THEN IT COMES OUT OF THE SECOND GATE AND SHINES FOR THE REMAINDER OF THIS NIGHT ONE SEVENTH AND A HALF. AND IT GROWS IN THIS DAY SIX SEVENTHS. AND THEN IT SETS AND ENTERS AND IS COVERED FOR THE REMAINDER OF THIS DAY ONE SEVENTH. VACAT. AND IN THE NIGHT OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH IT IS COVERED SIX SEVENTHS AND [SIX] SEVENTHS ARE CUT OFF FROM ITS LIGHT. AND THEN IT COMES OUT AND SHINES FOR THE REMAINDER OF THIS NIGHT ONE SEVENTH. AND IT GROWS IN THIS DAY [SIX SEVENTHS AND A HALF. AND THEN IT SETS AND ENTERS] … III: AND SHINES IN THE NIGHT OF THE EIGHTH FOUR SEVENTHS. AND THEN IT SETS AND ENTERS. IN THIS NIGHT THE SUN COMPLETES THE PASSAGE THROUGH ALL THE SECTIONS (?) OF THE FIRST GATE AND RECOMMENCES TO GO IN AND COME OUT THROUGH ITS SECTIONS. [AND THEN THE MOON] SETS AND ENTERS. AND IT DARKENS DURING THE REMAINDER OF THIS NIGHT THREE SEVENTHS. AND IT GROWS IN THIS DAY FOUR SEVENTHS AND [A HALF]. AND THEN IT COMES OUT AND DOMINATES IN THE REMAINDER OF THIS DAY TWO SEVENTHS AND A HALF. VACAT. AND IT SHINES IN THE NIGHT OF THE NINTH FOUR [SEVENTHS] AND A HALF. AND THEN IT SETS AND ENTERS. IN THIS NIGHT THE SUN RECOMMENCES TO GO THROUGH [ITS] SECTIONS AND TO SET IN THEM. AND THEN THE MOON SETS AND ENTERS THE FIFTH GATE AND DARKENS IN THE REMAINDER OF THIS NIGHT [TWO] SEVENTHS AND A HALF. AND IT GROWS IN THIS DAY FIVE [SEVENTHS] AND IN IT THE LIGHT EQUALS FIVE SEVENTHS... EQUALS IN FULL. [AND THEN IT COMES OUT] OF THE FIFTH GATE...
THE BOOK OF GIANTS (1Q23-4, 2Q26, 4Q203, 530-33, 6Q8)
THE BOOK OF GIANTS IS MISSING FROM THE ETHIOPIC VERSION OF ENOCH, BUT IT CIRCULATED AMONG THE MANICHAEANS (‘THE BOOK OF GIANTS’, BULLETIN OF THE SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES 11, 1943-46, 52-74) AS WELL AS IN TALMUDIC AND MEDIEVAL JEWISH LITERATURE (BNID. 61A AND MIDRASH SHEMHAZAI AND AZAEL), AS HAS BEEN CONVINCINGLY SHOWN IN, THE BOOKS OF ENOCH: ARAMAIC FRAGMENTS OF QUMRAN CAVE 4 (OXFORD, 1976, 298339). SOME OF THE FEATURES RESEMBLE THE BOOK OF DANIEL. 
4Q530 FRS. 2, 6-12: II: ...ABOUT THE DEATH OF OUR SOUL. AND ALL HIS COLLEAGUES ENTERED AND OHIYAH EXPLAINED THEM WHAT GILGAMESH HAD TOLD HIM AND HOBABIS ROARED AND JUDGMENT WAS PRONOUNCED ON HIM. AND THE GUILTY CURSED THE PRINCES, BUT THE GIANTS REJOICED OVER HIM AND HE WAS CURSED AGAIN AND ACCEPTED IT. THEN TWO OF THEM DREAMED DREAMS AND THE SLEEP OF THEIR EYES FLED FROM THEM...AND THEY ROSE AND OPENED THEIR EYES AND THEY WENT TO [SHEMIHAZA, THEIR FATHER. THEN] HE TOLD A STORY IN THE CONGREGATION OF THEIR COLLEAGUES, THE NEPHILIN: ...I SAW [A WONDER] IN MY DREAM THAT NIGHT. [BEHOLD A BIG GARDEN WAS PLANTED WITH ALL KINDS OF TREES.] THERE WERE THERE GARDENERS AND THEY WERE WATERING EVERY TREE IN [THAT] GARDEN...MANY ROOTS GREW OUT OF THEIR STOCK. [AND OUT OF ONE TREE GREW] THREE SHOOTS. I WAS LOOKING UNTIL TONGUES OF FIRE [CAME DOWN] FROM [HEAVEN]. I WAS [LOOKING] UNTIL THE...WAS COVERED WITH ALL THE WATER AND THE FIRE DEVOURED ALL [THE TREES] OF THE WHOLE ORCHARD. BUT IT DID NOT [DEVOUR THE TREE AND ITS SHOOTS ON] THE LAND WHEN IT WAS DESTROYED...HERE IS THE END OF THE DREAM... [AND] THE GIANTS WERE UNABLE TO EXPLAIN [THE] DREAM. AND HE SAID...YOU WILL GIVE THIS DREAM TO ENOCH, THE INTERPRETER SCRIBE, THAT HE MIGHT INTERPRET TO US THE DREAM. VACAT. THEN OHIYAH, HIS BROTHER, ANSWERED AND SAID BEFORE THE GIANTS, I, TOO, SAW A WONDER IN MY DREAM THIS NIGHT. BEHOLD THE RULER OF HEAVEN DESCENDED TO EARTH AND THRONES WERE SET AND THE GREAT HOLY ONE SAT. [HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS WERE MINISTERING TO HIM. THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS...STOOD BEFORE HIM. AND BEHOLD, BOOKS WERE OPENED AND JUDGMENT WAS PRONOUNCED AND THE JUDGMENT...WAS WRITTEN AND A SIGNATURE WAS SIGNED. AND [THE GREAT ONE REIGNS] OVER ALL THE LIVING AND FLESH AND OVER ALL THOSE WHO RULE. HERE IS THE END OF THE DREAM. VACAT. [AND BEHOLD] ALL THE GIANTS WERE TERRIFIED [AND] CALLED MAHAWAI AND HE CAME TO THE CONGREGATION OF [THE NEPHILIN(?)] AND THE GIANTS SENT HIM TO ENOCH...AND SAID TO HIM, GO TO HIM...PREVIOUSLY YOU LISTENED TO HIS VOICE AND SAY TO HIM THAT HE SHOULD EXPLAIN TO YOU THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAMS AND THAT ALL SHOULD REST WITH THOSE WHO HUNGER STRONGLY AFTER IT.
4Q531: FR. 22 ...I SHOWED MYSELF MIGHTY AND BY THE POWER OF MY STRONG ARM AND BY THE VIGOUR OF MY MIGHT I ROSE AGAINST ALL FLESH AND MADE WAR ON THEM. BUT I... NOT...FIND...TO STRENGTHEN (ME), FOR MY ADVERSARIES, THE ANGELS OF HEAVEN DWELL IN HEAVEN AND THEY ABIDE IN THE HOLY PLACES AND [I WILL] NOT...FOR THEY ARE MORE POWERFUL THAN I. VACAT. ...OF WILD BEASTS CAME AND THE COUNTRY PEOPLE CRIED...AND OHIYAH SPOKE TO HIM THUS. MY DREAM HAS DEPRESSED [ME] AND THE SLEEP OF MY EYES [FLED FROM ME] FOR LOOKING AT THE VISION. BEHOLD I KNOW THAT I CANNOT SLEEP AND CANNOT HASTEN FOR THEM...THEN GILGAMESH SAID, YOUR DREAM...
AN ADMONITION ASSOCIATED WITH THE FLOOD (4Q370, 4Q185)
4Q370 IS A REWRITTEN ACCOUNT OF THE NOAH STORY BASED ON GENESIS VI-IX; TWO FRAGMENTARY COLUMNS HAVE SURVIVED, ONLY THE FIRST OF WHICH IS SUITABLE FOR TRANSLATION. PALAEOGRAPHICALLY, IT IS SAID TO BE LATE HASMONAEAN, I.E. FROM THE FIRST HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE, BUT THE COMPOSITION ITSELF IS PRE-QUMRAN. BOTH THE TETRAGRAM AND THE DIVINE NAME ‘EL ARE USED. THE BADLY DAMAGED COLUMN 11 SWITCHES FROM NARRATIVE TO ETHICS AND EXHORTATION. PART OF IT CAN BE RECONSTRUCTED WITH THE HELP OF 4Q185. 
4Q370 (4Q185): I [AND] HE CROWNED THE MOUNTAINS WITH PRODUCE AND POURED FOOD ON THEM, AND HE SATISFIED EVERY SOUL WITH GOOD FRUIT. ‘WHOEVER DOES MY WILL, LET HIM EAT AND BE SATISFIED’, SAYS THE LORD. ‘AND LET THEM BLESS [MY HOLY] NAME. BUT, BEHOLD, THEY HAVE DONE WHAT IS WICKED IN MY EYES,’ SAID THE LORD. THEY REBELLED (?) AGAINST GOD THROUGH THEIR ACTIONS, AND THE LORD JUDGED THEM ACCORDING TO ALL THEIR WAYS, AND ACCORDING TO THE THOUGHTS OF THE INCLINATION OF THEIR [EVIL] HEARTS. AND HE THUNDERED AT THEM IN [HIS] POWER, AND ALL THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH TREMBLED, AND THE WATERS BURST FORTH FROM THE ABYSSES. ALL THE WINDOWS OF HEAVEN OPENED, AND ALL THE ABYSSES OVERFLOWED [WITH] MIGHTY WATERS. AND THE WINDOWS OF HEAVEN [EMPTIED OUT] RAIN AND HE DESTROYED THEM BY THE FLOOD...THEREFORE EVERYTHING [PERISHED] ON THE DRY LAND; AND MEN, BEASTS, BIRDS AND WINGED CREATURES [DIED]. AND THE GIANTS DID NOT ESCAPE...AND GOD MADE [A SIGN...AND] SET HIS BOW [IN THE CLOUD] THAT HE MIGHT REMEMBER THE COVENANT... [THAT THERE MIGHT NO MORE BE ON EARTH] WATERS OF FLOOD...AND THAT THE MASS OF WATERS MIGHT NOT BE LET LOOSE... II: (COMBINED WITH 4Q185) ...THEIR WICKEDNESS WHEN THEY KNOW (HOW TO DISTINGUISH) BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL...FOR BEHOLD, THEY SPROUT FORTH [LIKE GRASS], BUT A SHADOW ARE THEIR DAYS ON THE EARTH. AND NOW PRAY HEARKEN TO ME, MY PEOPLE; HEED ME, O YOU SIMPLE FOR FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING HE WILL HAVE MERCY...THE MIGHT OF THE LORD. REMEMBER THE MIRACLES WHICH HE DID IN EGYPT AND HIS MARVELS IN THE LAND OF HAM. LET YOUR HEART SHAKE BECAUSE OF FEAR OF HIM, AND [YOUR] SOUL WILL REJOICE ACCORDING TO HIS GOOD GRACES...
THE AGES OF THE CREATION (4Q180)
A BADLY WORN MANUSCRIPT FROM CAVE 4(4Q180) HAS BEEN PUBLISHED UNDER THIS TITLE. ITS DECIPHERMENT AND INTERPRETATION HAVE BEEN FURTHER IMPROVED. THE ONLY SECTION YIELDING COHERENT SENSE DEALS WITH THE MYTH OF THE FALLEN ANGELS AND THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN, WHICH IS BASED ON GENESIS VI, 1-4, AND FULLY DEVELOPED IN 1 ENOCH. IF THE RECONSTRUCTION IS CORRECT, THE WORK PRESENTS HUMAN HISTORY AS DIVIDED INTO SEVENTY WEEKS OF YEARS (70 X 7 YEARS), THE FIRST TEN OF WHICH COVER THE PERIOD FROM NOAH TO ABRAHAM. THE MANUSCRIPT IS CLAIMED TO BELONG TO THE FIRST CENTURY CE.  
INTERPRETATION CONCERNING THE AGES MADE BY GOD, ALL THE AGES FOR THE ACCOMPLISHMENT [OF ALL THE EVENTS, PAST] AND FUTURE. BEFORE EVER HE CREATED THEM, HE DETERMINED THE WORKS OF...AGE BY AGE. AND IT WAS ENGRAVED ON [HEAVENLY] TABLETS...THE AGES OF THEIR DOMINATION. THIS IS THE ORDER OF THE CREATION OF MAN FROM NOAH TO ABRAHAM, UNTIL HE BEGOT ISAAC; TEN [WEEKS (OF YEARS)]. AND THE INTERPRETATION CONCERNS AZAZEL AND THE ANGELS WHO [CAME TO THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN; AND] THEY BORE TO THEM GIANTS. AND CONCERNING AZAZEL...AND INIQUITY, AND TO CAUSE THEM ALL TO INHERIT WICKEDNESS...JUDGEMENTS AND JUDGEMENT OF THE CONGREGATION.
THE BOOK OF NOAH (1Q19, 1Q19 BIS, 4Q534-6, 6Q8,19)
SEVERAL GROUPS OF SMALL FRAGMENTS FROM QUMRAN CAVES 1, 4 AND 6 APPEAR TO BE THE RELICS OF A BOOK OF NOAH MENTIONED IN JUBILEES X, 13 AND XXI, 10 AND REPRODUCED IN AN ABBREVIATED FORM IN ARAMAIC IN THE GENESIS APOCRYPHON 11FF. AND IN ENOCH CVI (DJD, I, 846; 152; DJD, III, 116-19, 136). 1Q19 AND 19BIS ARE REMAINS OF A HEBREW VERSION; 6Q8 AND 19 BELONG TO AN ARAMAIC NOAH NARRATIVE. 1Q19, 6Q8 AND 1QAPGEN DEAL WITH THE MIRACULOUS BIRTH OF NOAH, AS DOES ALSO 4Q534, WHICH WAS ORIGINALLY UNDERSTOOD BY SCHOLARS AS DESCRIBING THE BIRTH OF THE ROYAL MESSIAH (CF. P. 370 ABOVE). IN 1Q19 FR. 1 THE SUBJECT IS THE MISERABLE STATE OF MANKIND BEFORE THE FLOOD; FRS. 3 AND 13-14 (AS WELL AS 6Q8) ALLUDE TO THE BIRTH OF NOAH, ACCOMPANIED BY MIRACULOUS SIGNS. 
1Q19, FR. 3: ...TO HIS FATHER. AND WHEN LAMECH (NOAH’S FATHER) SAW THE... [THE CHILD MADE] THE ROOMS OF THE HOUSE [SHINE] LIKE THE RAYS OF THE SUN...TO FRIGHTEN THE...
FRS. 13-14: ...FOR THE GLORY OF YOUR SPLENDOUR...FOR THE GLORY OF GOD... [WILL BE] LIFTED IN GLORIOUS MAJESTY...WILL BE GLORIFIED AMIDST THE SONS OF HEAVEN AND...
4Q534: I: ...OF HIS HAND: HIS TWO KNEES. [AND ON HIS HEAD] ON HIS HAIR A BIRTHMARK OF REDDISH COLOUR. AND THE SHAPE OF A LENTIL (WILL BE) ON [HIS FACE?], AND SMALL BIRTHMARKS ON HIS THIGH. AND AFTER TWO YEARS HE WILL KNOW (HOW TO DISTINGUISH) ONE THING FROM ANOTHER IN HIS HEART. IN HIS YOUTH, HE WILL BE LIKE...LIKE A MAN WHO KNOWS NOTHING UNTIL THE TIME WHEN HE KNOWS THE THREE BOOKS. AND THEN HE WILL ACQUIRE PRUDENCE AND LEARN UNDERSTANDING...WISE SEERS COME TO HIM, TO HIS KNEES. AND WITH HIS FATHER AND HIS ANCESTORS...OF BROTHERS WILL HURT HIM. COUNSEL AND PRUDENCE WILL BE WITH HIM, AND HE WILL KNOW THE SECRETS OF MAN. HIS WISDOM WILL REACH ALL THE PEOPLES, AND HE WILL KNOW THE SECRETS OF ALL THE LIVING. AND ALL THEIR DESIGNS AGAINST HIM WILL COME TO NOTHING, AND (HIS) RULE OVER ALL THE LIVING WILL BE GREAT. HIS DESIGNS [WILL SUCCEED], FOR HE IS THE ELECT OF GOD. HIS BIRTH AND THE BREATH OF HIS SPIRIT...AND HIS DESIGNS SHALL BE FOR EVER...
4Q536 (4Q534, FR. 7): ...BLESSED BE EVERY MAN WHO TEACHES HIS SONS THE DOCTRINE OF WISDOM. FOR HE WILL NOT DIE IN THE DAYS OF WICKEDNESS. WOE TO YOU, O FOOL, FOR YOUR MOUTH WILL DECEIVE YOU BY... (INCURRING) THE DEATH PENALTY. WHO WILL WRITE THESE WORDS OF MINE IN A BOOK THAT WILL NOT DECAY, AND KEEP THIS WORD OF MINE [IN A SCROLL (?) WHICH WILL NOT] FADE AWAY? BEHOLD...AND THE PLEASURE OF THE WICKED WILL CEASE FOR EVER...
WORDS OF THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL (4Q529, 6Q23)
IN THIS POORLY PRESERVED ARAMAIC FRAGMENT THE SPEAKER, MICHAEL, ADDRESSES THE ANGELS IN GENERAL AND THE ARCHANGEL GABRIEL IN LINE 4 ABOUT A VISION. THE SUBJECT IS UNCLEAR, BUT SINCE HE REFERS TO THE SONS OF NOAH, SHEM AND HAM, AND TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF A CITY FILLED WITH WICKEDNESS, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE AUTHOR ALLUDES TO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER OF BABEL. IF THERE ARE TWO MOUNTAINS IN EACH DIRECTION (EAST, WEST, NORTH, SOUTH), THE NINTH INDICATED IN THE TEXT MUST BE SPECIAL: ZION OR SINAI? 
FR. 1: WORDS OF THE BOOK WHICH MICHAEL ADDRESSED TO THE ANGELS...HE SAID: I FOUND THERE, DIVISIONS OF FIRE... [AND I SAW THERE] NINE MOUNTAINS: TWO TO THE EAST, AND TWO TO THE WEST, AND TWO TO THE NORTH AND TWO TO THE SOUTH. I SAW THERE THE ANGEL GABRIEL...LIKE A VISION. [THEN] I SHOWED HIM THE VISION. AND HE SAID TO ME: ...IN THE BOOKS OF MY MASTER, THE LORD OF THE WORLD, IT IS WRITTEN: BEHOLD, ... [BETWEEN] THE SONS OF HAM AND THE SONS OF SHEM. AND BEHOLD MY MASTER, THE LORD OF THE WORLD...WHEN THEY...THE TEAR FROM...AND BEHOLD A CITY WAS BUILT TO THE NAME OF MY MASTER, [THE LORD OF THE WORLD, AND THERE] EVERYTHING THAT IS EVIL WILL BE DONE BEFORE MY MASTER, THE LORD OF THE WORLD] ...AND MY MASTER, THE LORD OF THE WORLD, WILL REMEMBER HIS CREATION... [AND] MY MASTER, THE LORD OF THE WORLD, [WILL BE] MERCIFUL TO HIM AND TO HIM...THE MAN WILL BE IN THE FARAWAY PROVINCE...HE, AND HE WILL SAY TO HIM: BEHOLD THIS...FOR ME SILVER AND GOLD...AND HE WILL SAY: ...AND THE RIGHTEOUS MAN...
THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI (I) (4Q213-114, 1Q21)
AMONG THE NUMEROUS SMALL FRAGMENTS REPRESENTING THE ARAMAIC TESTAMENT OF LEVI FROM CAVE 4, ALL DATING TO THE MID-FIRST CENTURY BCE, A DAMAGED PORTION OF TWO COLUMNS OF 4Q213A CONTAINS PARTS OF A PRAYER OF LEVI. AS THE BEST PART OF THE SAME TEXT SURVIVES ALSO IN GREEK IN A MANUSCRIPT FROM MT ATHOS (MONASTERY OF KOUTLOUMOUS, CODEX 39, DATING TO THE ELEVENTH CENTURY), IT IS POSSIBLE TO COMPLETE MOST OF THE MISSING SECTIONS OF THIS PRAYER. OTHER SMALL ARAMAIC FRAGMENTS OF THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI, MENTIONING AMONG OTHER MATTERS THE ‘KINGDOM OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD’, ARE LISTED UNDER 1Q21 (DJD, I, 8791). 
4Q213A: I [THEN] I RAISED [MY EYES AND FACE] TOWARDS HEAVEN [AND OPENED MY MOUTH AND SPOKE. AND I STRETCHED OUT] THE FINGERS OF MY HANDS AND MY HANDS...FOR TRUTH TOWARDS THE HOLY ONES AND I PRAYED AND SAID, LORD, THOU KNOWEST EVERY HEART, AND THOU ALONE KNOWEST ALL THE THOUGHTS OF [THE HEART. AND NOW MY SONS ARE WITH ME. GIVE ME ALL] THE PATHS OF TRUTH, AND DISTANCE [FROM ME, O LORD, THE EVIL SPIRIT AND THE EVIL] INCLINATION AND FORNICATION AND REPULSE PRIDE FROM ME. AND GIVE ME COUNSEL, AND WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE AND MIGHT [SO AS TO DO THAT WHICH PLEASES THEE] AND FIND FAVOUR BEFORE THEE [AND GIVE THANKS FOR THY DEALINGS WITH ME, O LORD, IN ORDER TO DO] THAT WHICH IS SPLENDID AND GOOD BEFORE THEE. AND LET NO ADVERSARY HAVE DOMINION OVER ME TO LEAD ME ASTRAY FROM THY WAY. AND BE MERCIFUL TO ME, O LORD, AND DRAW ME NEAR THAT I MAY BE THY II: [SERVANT AND MINISTER WELL TO THEE] ... [THOU], O LORD, [HAST BLESSED ABRAHAM MY FATHER AND SARAH MY MOTHER AND THOU DIDST SAY THAT THOU WOULDST GIVE THEM] A RIGHTEOUS SEED [WHICH WOULD BE BLESSED FOR EVER. LISTEN THEREFORE TO] THE PRAYER OF [THY] SERVANT LEVI... [TO PRACTISE] RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENT FOR ALL ETERNITY... [AND DO NOT REMOVE] THE SON OF THY SERVANT FROM BEFORE THEE...THEN I WENT ALONG...TO MY FATHER JACOB. AND WHEN...FROM ABEL MAYIN. THEN I LAY DOWN AND DWELLED...
4Q213 (COMPLETED FROM THE CAIRO GENIZA) FR. 1 I: ... [AND] I [INSTRUCT YOU, MY SONS, AND I WILL SHOW TO YOU, MY LOVED ONES, THE TRUTH.] THE CHIEF OF ALL YOUR DEEDS SHALL BE [TRUTH, AND IT SHALL BE WITH YOU FOR EVER.] RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUTH...YOU WILL BRING IN A BLESSED HARVEST. HE WHO SOWS GOOD WILL BRING IN GOOD, AND HE WHO SOWS EVIL, HIS SOWING WILL TURN AGAINST HIM. AND NOW TEACH YOUR SONS LETTERS, DOCTRINE AND WISDOM, AND WISDOM WILL BE WITH YOU FOR EVERLASTING HONOUR. HE WHO STUDIES WISDOM WILL BE HONOURED, BUT HE WHO DESPISES WISDOM WILL BE TURNED INTO SCORN AND DISDAIN. MY SONS, LOOK AT JOSEPH, MY BROTHER, WHO HAS STUDIED LETTERS AND WISE DOCTRINE FOR GLORY AND GREATNESS AND FOR KINGS...DO NOT BE REMISS IN THE STUDY OF WISDOM...EVERYONE WHO STUDIES WISDOM...TO EVERY LAND AND PROVINCE TO WHICH HE GOES AS A BROTHER...AND HE IS NOT LIKE A STRANGER, NOR AS A... ALL WILL GRANT HIM HONOUR ON ITS ACCOUNT BECAUSE ALL WISH TO LEARN WISDOM. THOSE WHO LOVE HIM ARE MANY AND HIS WELL-WISHERS ARE GREAT IN NUMBER. THEY WILL MAKE HIM SIT ON A THRONE OF HONOUR TO HEAR HIS WORDS OF WISDOM. WISDOM IS GREAT WEALTH OF HONOUR FOR THOSE WHO KNOW IT, AND A GOOD TREASURE FOR THOSE WHO BUY IT. IF POWERFUL KINGS COME AND A BIG CROWD [AND HORSEMEN AND MANY CHARIOTS WILL BE WITH THEM, THEY WILL CARRY AWAY THE WEALTH OF A COUNTRY AND OF A PROVINCE, AND PLUNDER EVERYTHING IN THEM, THEY WILL NOT PLUNDER THE TREASURIES OF WISDOM, AND WILL NOT FIND] ...
4Q213B: [THE SEVEN DEPARTED FROM ME] AND I WOKE UP FROM MY SLEEP. THEN [I SAID, ‘THIS IS A VISION AND I AM SO AMAZED THAT I SHOULD HAVE ANY VISION.’ AND] I [CONCEALED] THIS ALSO IN MY HEART [AND DISCLOSED IT] TO NO MAN. AND WE WENT TO MY FATHER, ISAAC, AND HE TOO BLESSED ME THUS. THEN JACOB, MY FATHER, TITHED ALL THAT HE HAD IN CONFORMITY WITH HIS VOW AND I WAS THE FIRST AT THE HEAD [OF THE PRIESTHOOD] AND TO ME, ONE OF HIS SONS, HE GAVE A GIFT...TO GOD, AND HE CLOTHED ME WITH THE GARMENT OF THE PRIESTHOOD AND HE ORDAINED ME, AND I BECAME A PRIEST OF THE EVERLASTING GOD...
4Q214 FR. 2: TO SPRINKLE [BLOOD ON THE WALLS OF THE ALTAR. AND AGAIN, WASH YOUR HANDS AND] YOUR FEET OF [THE BLOOD AND START OFFERING THE SALTED PARTS. OFFER] FIRST THE HEAD AND COVER IT WITH THE FAT AND LET NOT [THE BLOOD OF THE SACRIFICED BULL] BE SEEN [ON IT. AND AFTERWARDS] THE [NECK] AND AFTERWARDS THE FORELEGS AND AFTERWARDS THE BREAST WITH THE SIDES, AND AFTERWARDS THE THIGHS AND THE SPINE [OF THE LOIN. AND AFTER THE THIGHS THE WASHED HIND LEGS] WITH THE INTESTINES. AND THEY ALL [WILL BE SALTED WITH SALT AS THEY SHOULD. AND] AFTER THAT FINE FLOUR IS TO BE MIXED WITH OIL [AND] AFTER ALL THIS [POUR OUT] WINE [AND BURN INCENSE OVER THEM AND] YOUR ACTION SHOULD FOLLOW THE RULE.
4Q214A, FR. 1: ...THESE ARE WHAT HE SAID TO ME TO BE FIT FOR OFFERING BELOW THE BURNT OFFERING ON THE ALTAR. AND WHEN YOU HAVE MADE AN OFFERING FROM THESE TREES ON THE ALTAR AND THE FIRE HAS STARTED TO [BE KINDLED] ...
FRS. 2-3 I 3-6: THE FORTIETH YEAR OF MY LIFE SHE BORE IN THE SEVENTH/FOURTH MONTH. AND I WAS AGAIN WITH HER AND SHE CONCEIVED AND BORE ME A DAUGHTER AND I GAVE HER THE NAME OF JOCHEBED. I SAID, ‘SHE IS BORN TO ME FOR THE HONOUR OF ISRAEL.’ IN THE SIXTY-FOURTH YEAR OF MY LIFE SHE WAS BORN ON THE FIRST (DAY) OF THE SEVENTH [MONTH].
4Q214B, FRS. 2-6: ...SPLIT WOOD, AND FIRST EXAMINE IT FOR WORMS AND THEN [OFFER IT, FOR] THUS DID I SEE ABRAHAM, [MY FATHER, TAKING CARE]. HE SAID TO ME [THAT ANY OF THE TWEL]VE (KINDS OF) TREES [IS FIT FOR] OFFERING ON THE ALTAR, [THE FRAGRANCE OF WHOSE SMOKE] GOES UP. AND THESE ARE [THEIR] NAMES: THE CEDAR, THE JUNIPER, THE ALMOND TREE, [THE FIR, THE PINE, THE ASH,] THE CYPRESS, THE ..., THE OLIVE TREE, THE LAUREL, THE MYRTLE AND THE...THESE ARE (THE TREES) WHICH HE [SAID TO ME THAT THEY ARE FIT TO OFFER] BELOW THE BURNT OFFERINGS [ON THE ALTAR. AND WHEN YOU HAVE OFFERED ANY OF] THESE [TREES] ON THE ALTAR [AND THE FIRE HAS STARTED TO BURN THEM, THEN YOU WILL START TO SPRINKLE THE BLOOD] ON THE WALLS OF THE ALTAR. AND AGAIN [YOU WILL WASH YOUR HANDS AND FEET OF THE BLOOD AND START TO OFFER] THE SALTED LIMBS. THE HEAD...
TESTAMENTS OF THE PATRIARCHS: THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI OR TESTAMENT OF JACOB (4Q537 AND 540-41)
AN ARAMAIC WORK OF WHICH NUMEROUS FRAGMENTS ARE EXTANT IN CAVE 4 RESEMBLES THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI FROM AMONG THE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS. THE CENTRAL FIGURE IS LEVI, BUT THE TESTAMENT IS PROBABLY THAT OF HIS FATHER, JACOB. HENCE 4Q537 IS REFERRED TO ALSO AS THE JACOB APOCRYPHON. PALAEOGRAPHICALLY ITS PROPOSED DATE IS THE END OF THE SECOND CENTURY BCE. BOTH 4Q537 AND 541 ALLUDE TO AN ESCHATOLOGICAL PRIESTLY FIGURE (RECALLING THE PSEUDEPIGRAPHIC TESTAMENT OF LEVI XVII-XVIII) WHOSE MISSION ENCOUNTERS OPPOSITION DUE TO THE WICKEDNESS OF THE MEN OF HIS GENERATION. 4Q537 PROBABLY REPRESENTS JACOB’S DREAM AT BETHEL. THE THREE FRAGMENTS OF 4Q540 ARE VERY TRUNCATED AND PROVIDE NO BASIS FOR MEANINGFUL TRANSLATION. 
4Q537 FR. 12: ...AND HOW WILL BE THE BUILDING...AND HOW WILL THE PRIESTS BE DRESSED AND [THEIR HANDS] BE PURIFIED, AND HOW WILL [THEY] OFFER SACRIFICES ON THE ALTAR, AND HOW ON THE WHOLE EARTH WILL THEY ALWAYS EAT PART OF THEIR SACRIFICES [AND HOW THEY SHALL DRINK THE WATER] WHICH WILL COME OUT OF THE CITY UNDER THE WALLS...
4Q541, FR. 9: I: ...AND HE WILL PASS ON TO THEM (HIS SONS) HIS WISDOM. HE WILL ATONE FOR ALL THE SONS OF HIS GENERATION AND WILL BE SENT TO ALL THE SONS OF HIS PEOPLE. HIS WORD IS LIKE A WORD OF HEAVEN, AND HIS TEACHING IS ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD. HIS ETERNAL SUN WILL SHINE, AND HIS FIRE WILL SPRING FORTH TO ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, AND WILL SHINE OVER DARKNESS. THE DARKNESS WILL PASS AWAY FROM THE EARTH, AND DEEP DARKNESS FROM THE DRY LAND. THEY WILL UTTER MANY WORDS AGAINST HIM AND MANY [...]S. THEY WILL INVENT STORIES ABOUT HIM, AND WILL UTTER EVERYTHING DISHONOURABLE AGAINST HIM. EVIL WILL OVERTURN HIS GENERATION [BECAUSE...] WILL BE, AND BECAUSE LIES AND VIOLENCE WILL (FILL) HIS EXISTENCE, AND THE PEOPLE WILL GO ASTRAY IN HIS DAYS AND WILL BECOME PERPLEXED.
4Q541, FR. 24 II: ...DO NOT MOURN IN SACKCLOTH...AND DO NOT...REDEEMED WHETHER THEY ARE HIDDEN FAULTS OR REVEALED FAULTS AND... SEARCH AND SEEK AND KNOW WHAT IS SOUGHT BY THE DOVE AND DO NOT SMITE ONE WHO IS EXHAUSTED WITH CONSUMPTION AND TROUBLES...AND YOU WILL MAKE A JOYOUS NAME FOR YOUR FATHER AND A TRIED FOUNDATION FOR YOUR BROTHERS. AND YOU WILL SEE AND REJOICE IN THE EVERLASTING LIGHT AND YOU WILL NOT BE FROM AMONG THE ENEMIES. VACAT.
THE TESTAMENT OF JUDAH AND JOSEPH (4Q538-9)
FOUR SMALL FRAGMENTS OF AN ARAMAIC WORK (4Q538) WERE FIRST RECOGNIZED AS BELONGING TO THE TESTAMENT OF JUDAH BY (‘ECRITS PRÉESSÉNIENS DE QUMRÂN: D’HÉNOCH À AMRAM’, IN QUMRÂN. SA PIÉTÉ, SA THÉOLOGIE ET SON MILIEU, (1976), 91-106). THE SCRIPT BELONGS TO MID-FIRST CENTURY BCE. THE FIVE FRAGMENTS OF THE TESTAMENT OF JOSEPH (4Q539) ARE TOO SMALL FOR TRANSLATION. HOWEVER, THE ALLUSION TO ‘MY UNCLE ISHMAEL’ (FR. 3) WHOSE CHILDREN ACQUIRED JOSEPH AS A SLAVE, AND TO THE MINISTER OF PHARAOH, PENTEPHRES, THE GREEK FORM OF POTIPHAR (FR. 4), WHO BOUGHT JOSEPH FROM THE ISHMAELITES, SEEM TO CONFIRM THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE DOCUMENT. 
FRS. 1-2: ...IF THERE IS IN THEIR HEART [AN EVIL SPIRIT] TOWARDS ME (JOSEPH). VACAT. WHEN I...AND THEY CAME [TO ME,] THEY ALL BROUGHT TO ME THE BAGS...AND [THEY FELL TO THE GROUND] BEFORE JOSEPH AND REVERED [HIM]. HE THEN KNEW THAT THERE WAS NO EVIL SPIRIT [IN THEIR HEART] AND HE COULD NO LONGER... (SUSPECT THEM) ...AND HE COULD NO LONGER...AND HE PRESENTED HIS BROTHERS [WITH] A BIG MEAL...ON MY (JUDAH’S) SHOULDER (LITERALLY: NECK) AND EMBRACED ME...
THE TESTAMENT OF NAPHTALI (4Q215)
TWO REASONABLY INTACT FRAGMENTS, DATING TO THE TURN OF THE ERA, REPRESENT THE HEBREW TEXT OF THE TESTAMENT OF NAPHTALI, WITH OCCASIONAL SIMILARITIES TO THE VERSION WHICH SURVIVES IN GREEK. FR. 1 PARTLY OVERLAPS WITH TNAPHTALI 1, 9, 11-12, WITHOUT BEING IDENTICAL WITH IT. FR. 2 DEPICTS THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE END OF TIME AND MAY BELONG TO A SEPARATE SECTARIAN DOCUMENT. 
FR. 1: ...WITH THE SISTERS (?) OF (OR: WITH AHIYOT,) THE FATHER OF BILHAH, ...DEBORAH, WHO SUCKLED REBECCAH...AND HE WENT INTO CAPTIVITY AND LABAN SENT OUT AND RESCUED HIM AND GAVE HIM HANNAH, ONE OF [HIS] MAIDSERVANTS. [AND SHE CONCEIVED AND BORE] A FIRST [DAUGHTER], ZILPHAH, AND GAVE HER THE NAME ZILPHAH AFTER THE NAME OF THE TOWN WHERE HE WAS TAKEN INTO CAPTIVITY. SHE CONCEIVED AND BORE BILHAH, MY MOTHER, AND HANNAH CALLED HER NAME BILHAH, FOR WHEN SHE WAS BORN, [SHE WAS IN] A HURRY TO SUCK. AND SHE SAID, ‘WHAT? IS MY DAUGHTER IN A HURRY?’ AND SHE CALLED HER AGAIN BILHAH. VACAT WHEN MY FATHER JACOB CAME TO LABAN, FLEEING FROM ESAU, HIS BROTHER, AND AFTER...THE FATHER OF BILHAH MY MOTHER. AND LABAN LED HANNAH, THE MOTHER OF MY MOTHER AND HER TWO DAUGHTERS, AND HE GAVE ONE TO LEAH AND ONE TO RACHEL. AND WHEN IT CAME TO PASS THAT RACHEL DID NOT BEAR SONS, ...JACOB MY FATHER, AND HE GAVE HIM BILHAH MY MOTHER AND SHE BORE DAN [MY] BROTHER...
NARRATIVE AND POETIC COMPOSITIONA—C (FORMERLY ‘A JOSEPH APOCRYPHON’) (4Q371-3)
4Q371-3 FORM A VERY FRAGMENTARY HEBREW NARRATIVE RELATING TO THE PERIOD OF THE PATRIARCHS AND MOSES. PALAEOGRAPHICALLY THEY ARE DATED TO THE SECOND HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. 4Q372 APPEARS TO BE THE RELIC OF AN ANTI-SAMARITAN POLEMICAL WORK, ANTEDATING THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE ON MOUNT GERIZIM UNDER JOHN HYRCANUS I (134-104 BCE). NO SECTARIAN FEATURES ARE APPARENT IN THIS WRITING. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE JOINT REFERENCE TO THE TRIBES OF LEVI, JUDAH AND BENJAMIN (LINE 14) IS PARALLELED IN 1QM 1, 2. 4Q373, PARALLEL TO 2Q22, DESCRIBES THE BATTLE BETWEEN A JEWISH HERO, POSSIBLY MOSES, AND THE GIANT OG, KING OF BASHAN (CF. NUM. XXI, 21—35). THE MODEL OF THE STORY IS THE DUEL BETWEEN DAVID AND GOLIATH. 
4Q372, FR. 1 (40371-2): ...AND THE PAGAN PRIESTS AND THE WORSHIPPERS OF [IDOLS] ...THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] AND HE HANDED THEM OVER TO THE NATIONS ... [AND HE DISPERSED] THEM IN ALL THE LANDS AND AMONG ALL [THE NATIONS] AND HE DISSEMINATED THEM...AND THEY DID NOT COME...ISRAEL. AND HE DESTROYED THEM FROM THE LAND...AND THE NATIONS DID NOT LEAVE FOR THEM A TENT-PEG STANDING IN THE VALLEY OF VISION... [AND THEY TURNED] JERUSALEM INTO RUINS AND THE MOUNTAIN OF MY GOD INTO HIGH PLACES OF FORE[ST] ...THE PRECEPTS OF GOD. JUDAH WAS ALSO WITH HIM AND HE STOOD AT THE CROSSROADS TO...TO BE TOGETHER WITH HIS TWO BROTHERS. AND FOR ALL THIS, JOSEPH WAS THROWN TO UNKNOWN LANDS, TO A STRANGE NATION AND THEY (THE NORTHERN ISRAELITES) WERE DISPERSED IN THE WHOLE WORLD. ALL THEIR MOUNTAINS WERE DESERTED WITHOUT THEM...AND FOOLS RESIDED IN THEIR LAND. THEY MADE FOR THEMSELVES A HIGH PLACE ON AN ELEVATED MOUNTAIN TO EXCITE THE JEALOUSY OF ISRAEL. THEY SPOKE WORDS OF... OF THE SONS OF JACOB AND CAUSED DISGUST WITH THE WORDS OF THEIR MOUTH, BLASPHEMING AGAINST THE TENT OF ZION. THEY SPOKE [WORDS OF FALSEHOOD AND ALL THE] WORDS OF LIES TO ENRAGE LEVI, JUDAH AND BENJAMIN BY THEIR WORDS. AND FOR ALL THIS, JOSEPH [WAS PUT] INTO THE HANDS OF STRANGERS TO CONSUME HIS STRENGTH AND BREAK ALL HIS BONES UNTIL THE TIME OF HIS END. AND HE CRIED...AND CALLED ON THE MIGHTY GOD THAT HE SHOULD SAVE HIM FROM THEIR HANDS. HE SAID, ‘MY FATHER AND MY GOD, DO NOT ABANDON ME TO THE HANDS OF THE NATIONS. EXECUTE JUDGEMENT FOR ME SO THAT THE HUMBLE AND THE POOR MAY NOT PERISH. THOU HAST NO NEED OF ANY NATION OR PEOPLE TO HELP THEE. [THY] FINGER IS GREATER AND MORE POWERFUL THAN ANYTHING IN THE WORLD. FOR THOU OPTEST FOR THE TRUTH, AND IN THY HAND, THERE IS NO VIOLENCE WHATEVER. ALSO, THY, MERCIES ARE MANY AND THY LOVINGKINDNESS IS GREAT FOR ALL THOSE WHO SEEK THEE. [THEY TOOK] MY LAND FROM ME AND FROM ALL MY BROTHERS WHO HAVE JOINED ME. A NATION OF ENEMIES RESIDES ON IT...AND THEY OPENED THEIR MOUTH WITH ANGER AGAINST ALL THE SONS OF JACOB, THY, FRIEND, ...AT THE TIME WHEN THOU WILT DESTROY THEM FROM THE WHOLE WORLD AND THEY WILL GIVE...I WILL RISE TO ENACT JUDGEMENT AND RIGHTEOUSNESS... [TO DO] THE WILL OF MY [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND TO OFFER SACRIFICES...MY GOD. I WILL PROCLAIM [THY] MERCIES...I WILL PRAISE THEE, O LORD, MY GOD, AND I WILL BLESS THEE...THE FIRST THINGS AND TO TEACH THY PRECEPTS TO THE SINNERS, & TO ALL WHO HAVE FORSAKEN [THY] LAW...AND EVIL SO THAT THY TESTIMONIES WILL NOT REBUKE ME & TO PROCLAIM [THY] RIGHTEOUSNESS...FOR THOU ART A GREAT, HOLY, MIGHTY, POWERFUL, AWE-INSPIRING & WONDERFUL GOD... [THE HEAVEN] & THE EARTH AND EVEN IN THE DEPTH OF THE OCEAN MAJESTY &...I KNOW AND I HAVE UNDERSTOOD AND...
FR. 3: A HEART TEACHING UNDERSTANDING, A MOUTH PROCLAIMING JUDGEMENT. FOR MY WORDS ARE [SWEETER] THAN HONEY AND SURPASS WINE. [MY] TONGUE IS TRUTH AND ALL THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH ARE RIGHTEOUSNESS. THEIR TESTIMONIES SHALL NOT DESTROY AND THEIR PORTIONS SHALL NOT PERISH. FOR ALL OF THEM...THE LORD HAS OPENED MY MOUTH AND THE WORDS OF MY TONGUE ARE FROM HIM AND THEY SPEAK TO ME TO PROCLAIM...HIS MERCIES. HE WILL NOT GIVE HIS PRECEPTS TO ANOTHER NATION, NOR WILL HE CROWN EVERY STRANGER, FOR...BETWEEN THEM (THE COVENANT) WHICH HE MADE WITH JACOB, THAT THEY SHOULD BE HIS PEOPLE FOR ALL ETERNITY. ...VISITING DESTRUCTION ON ISRAEL TO EXTERMINATE THEM BY THE HAND OF THE NATIONS. ALL THE PLAGUES IN THE INHERITANCE OF...AND HE WILL SEEK THEIR BLOOD FROM THEIR HANDS. SEE WHAT HE DID TO MIDIAN, ...ONE - HE WAS ZIMRI THE SON OF SALU (NUM. XXV, 14)— AND THE FIVE KINGS OF MIDIAN WERE KILLED...
4Q373, (2Q22 I 1—4; 4Q373, FR. 19 1—4) ...ALL HIS SERVANTS. OG...HIS HEIGHT WAS...CUBITS AND A HALF AND TWO CUBITS WAS HIS WIDTH... THE SPEAR LIKE A CEDAR TREE...THE SHIELD LIKE A TOWER...SWEET FOOTED...SEVEN STADIA DISTANT. HE DID NOT STAND...AND I DID NOT REPEAT FOR THE LORD, OUR GOD, SMASHED HIM AND WITH [THE SWORD] ...AND I MADE SLINGS TO WOUND...FOR WAR TO TAKE STRONGHOLDS AND TO SHOCK...
THE TESTAMENT OF QAHAT (4Q542)
THE TESTAMENT OF QAHAT IS AN ARAMAIC WORK OF WHICH TWO COLUMNS, ONE COMPLETE AND ONE DAMAGED, HAVE SURVIVED. IT IS A TYPICAL EXAMPLE OF MORALIZING DEATH-BED LITERATURE, SIMILAR TO THE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS, BUT CHARACTERIZED, LIKE THE TESTAMENTS OF LEVI AND AMRAM, BY ITS PRIESTLY PERSPECTIVE. THE SCRIPT HAS BEEN PALAEOGRAPHICALLY DATED TO THE END OF THE SECOND CENTURY BCE, BUT THE CARBON 14 TEST, PERFORMED IN 1990, PLACES IT CONSIDERABLY EARLIER, POSSIBLY TO 388—353 BCE, OR MORE PROBABLY TO 303—235 BCE. IT IS NOT A SECTARIAN COMPOSITION. ONLY THE UNDAMAGED PART OF THE TEXT IS TRANSLATED HERE. TWO FURTHER SMALL FRAGMENTS HAVE SURVIVED WITHOUT PROVIDING ANYTHING CONTINUOUS AND MEANINGFUL. FR. 2 ALLUDES TO DARKNESS AND LIGHT, AND FR. 3 MENTIONS PRECIOUS STONES EXTANT IN LARGE NUMBERS APPARENTLY ON ACCOUNT OF ZENUTA (FORNICATION, WHOREDOM).  
...I AND THE GOD OF GODS FOR ALL ETERNITY. AND HE WILL SHINE LIGHT ON YOU AND WILL LET YOU KNOW HIS GREAT NAME. AND YOU WILL KNOW HIM, THAT HE IS THE GOD OF ETERNITY, AND THE LORD OF ALL THE DEEDS, AND THE RULER OF ALL, DEALING WITH THEM ACCORDING TO HIS GOOD PLEASURE. AND HE WILL MAKE FOR YOU REJOICING AND FOR YOUR SONS JOY FOR THE GENERATIONS OF TRUTH, FOR EVER. NOW, MY SONS, BE CAREFUL WITH THE HERITAGE THAT IS HANDED OVER TO YOU, WHICH YOUR FATHERS HAVE GIVEN YOU. DO NOT GIVE YOUR HERITAGE TO STRANGERS, AND YOUR INHERITANCE TO KNAVES SO THAT YOU BECOME HUMILIATED AND FOOLISH IN THEIR EYES AND THEY DESPISE YOU, FOR, ALTHOUGH SOJOURNERS AMONG YOU, THEY WILL BE YOUR CHIEFS. SO, HOLD TO THE WORD OF JACOB, YOUR FATHER, AND SEIZE THE LAWS OF ABRAHAM AND THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF LEVI AND MINE. AND BE HOLY AND PURE OF ALL FORNICATION IN THE COMMUNITY. AND HOLD THE TRUTH AND WALK STRAIGHT, AND NOT WITH A DOUBLE HEART, BUT WITH A PURE HEART AND A TRUE AND GOOD SPIRIT. AND YOU WILL GIVE ME A GOOD NAME AMONG YOU, AND A REJOICING TO LEVI, AND JOY TO JACOB, DELIGHT TO ISAAC, AND GLORY TO ABRAHAM, BECAUSE YOU WILL KEEP AND WALK (IN) THE HERITAGE WHICH YOUR FATHERS WILL HAVE LEFT YOU: TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AND UPRIGHTNESS AND PERFECTION AND PUR[ITY AND HO]LINESS AND THE PRIESTHOOD ACCORDING TO ALL THAT YOU HAVE BEEN COMMANDED (?), AND ACCORDING TO ALL THAT II I WILL HAVE TAUGHT YOU IN TRUTH FROM NOW UNTIL ALL [THE AGE] ...EVERY WORD OF TRUTH WILL COME UPON YOU...ETERNAL BLESSING WILL RESIDE ON YOU AND WILL BE [COME FOR YOU] ...STAY FOR ALL THE ETERNAL GENERATIONS AND WILL NO MORE...FROM YOUR CORRECTION AND YOU WILL ESTABLISH YOURSELVES TO PRONOUNCE JUDGEMENT OVER...AND TO SEE THE FAULTS OF ALL THE SINNERS OF THE AGES... [TO BE CAST] INTO THE FIRE AND THE OCEANS AND INTO ALL THE CAVITIES FOR...IN THE GENERATIONS OF TRUTH. AND ALL THE SONS OF WICKEDNESS...AND NOW AMRAM, MY SON, [I] INSTRUCT YOU...AND YOUR SONS TO THEIR SONS. I INSTRUCT YOU...AND THEY HAVE GIVEN TO LEVI MY FATHER, AND LEVI MY FATHER GAVE (IT/THEM) TO ME...ALL MY BOOKS IN TESTIMONY THAT THROUGH THEM YOU SHOULD BEWARE... [AND THAT THERE SHOULD BE] FOR YOU THROUGH THEM MUCH MERIT WHEN YOU WALK IN CONFORMITY WITH THEM. VACAT.
THE TESTAMENT OF AMRAM (4Q543-9)
AN ARAMAIC DOCUMENT SURVIVING IN FIVE OR SIX (?) FRAGMENTARY COPIES FROM CAVE 4 CONTAINS AN ADMONITION BY AMRAM, THE FATHER OF MOSES, TO HIS CHILDREN. THE CONTEXT IS THAT OF THE BOOK OF EXODUS, BUT THE VISIONS AND TEACHINGS ARE THE AUTHOR’S FREE COMPOSITIONS. AMRAM’S AGE AT HIS DEATH (137 YEARS) IS BORROWED FROM EXOD. VI, 20, BUT ITS DATING TO THE 152ND YEAR OF THE CAPTIVITY REFLECTS THE TRADITION ACCORDING TO WHICH THE ISRAELITES REMAINED IN EGYPT, NOT FOR 430 YEARS (EXOD. XII, 40), NOR 400 YEARS (GEN. XV, 13), BUT 210 YEARS. IN ‘210 YEARS OF EGYPTIAN EXILE’, JJS 22 (1971), 19—30. THE DATING OF THE SCRIPT VARIES BETWEEN THE SECOND HALF OF THE SECOND CENTURY BCE (4Q543, 544, 547), THE FIRST HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE (4Q545, 546) AND THE SECOND HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE (4Q548, 549). IN THE GRAVELY DAMAGED TEXT OF A VISION, AMRAM SEES THE CHIEF ANGEL OF DARKNESS, MELKIRESHA’, ALREADY MENTIONED (PP. 394—5). HE ALSO ADDRESSES THE LEADER OF THE ARMY OF LIGHT, WHOSE NAME HAS DISAPPEARED IN ONE OF THE MANY LACUNAE. BUT IS IS HIGHLY PROBABLE THAT ONE OF HIS ’THREE NAMES’ IS MELCHIZEDEK (SEE PP. 532—4). 
4Q543, FR. 1 (4Q545, 546): I COPY OF THE BOOK OF THE WORDS OF THE VISION OF AMRAM, SON OF KEHAT, SON OF LEVI, ALL THAT HE EXPLAINED TO HIS SONS AND ENJOINED ON THEM ON THE DAY OF [HIS] DEATH, IN HIS ONE-HUNDRED-AND-THIRTY-SEVENTH YEAR, WHICH WAS THE YEAR OF HIS DEATH, [IN] THE ONE-HUNDRED-AND-FIFTY-SECOND YEAR OF ISRAEL’S EXILE IN EGYPT...TO CALL UZZIEL, HIS YOUNGEST BROTHER, AND HE MARRIED TO HIM MIRIAM, [HIS] DAUGHTER, AND SAID (TO HER), ‘YOU ARE THIRTY YEARS OLD.’ AND HE GAVE A BANQUET LASTING SEVEN DAYS. AND HE ATE AND DRANK AND MADE MERRY DURING THE BANQUET. THEN, WHEN THE DAYS OF THE BANQUET WERE COMPLETED, HE SENT TO CALL AARON, HIS SON, AND HE WAS ABOUT TWENTY YEARS OLD AND SAID TO HIM, ‘CALL, MY SON, THE MESSENGERS, YOUR BROTHERS FROM THE HOUSE OF...
4Q544, FR. 1 (4Q543, 545—7): QAHAT (WENT) THERE TO STAY AND DWELL AND BUILD...MANY OF THE SONS OF MY UNCLE TOGETHER...A MAN AS OUR WORK WAS VERY GREAT UNTIL THE DEAD WOULD BE BURIED. VACAT. IN THE YEAR OF MY BEGINNING, WHEN THE NEWS OF A WAR BECAME WORRYING, WITH MY CONSENT OUR COMPANY RETURNED TO THE LAND OF EGYPT AND I WENT TO BURY THEM AND THEY DID NOT BUILD THE TOMBS OF OUR FATHERS. AND MY FATHER QAHAT AND MY WIFE JOCHEBED LEFT ME TO STAND AND BUILD AND PROVIDE THEM WITH ALL THEIR NEEDS FROM THE LAND OF CANAAN. AND WE STAYED IN HEBRON WHILE WE WERE BUILDING. VACAT. A WAR BROKE OUT BETWEEN THE PHILISTINES AND THE EGYPTIANS AND THE PHILISTINES AND CANAANITES DEFEATED THE EGYPTIANS AND THEY CLOSED THE FR[ONTIERS] OF EGYPT. AND IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE [FOR JOCHEBED, MY WIFE, TO GO FROM EGYPT TO CANAAN] FOR FORTY-ONE YEARS. AND WE COULD NOT RETURN TO EGYPT. THEREFORE [WE COULD] NOT... [THE WAR] BETWEEN EGYPT AND CANAAN AND THE PHILISTINES. AND DURING ALL THIS, [JOCHEBED] MY WIFE, WAS AWAY FROM ME IN THE LAND OF EGYPT...MY POST...FOR SHE WAS [NOT] WITH ME. AND I DID [NOT] TAKE ANOTHER WIFE. VACAT. WOMEN...ALL, THAT I WOULD RETURN TO EGYPT IN PEACE AND WOULD SEE THE FACE OF MY WIFE. [I SAW WATCHERS] IN MY VISION, A DREAM VISION VACAT. AND BEHOLD TWO (OF THEM) ARGUED ABOUT ME AND SAID...AND THEY WERE ENGAGED IN A GREAT QUARREL CONCERNING ME. I ASKED THEM: ‘YOU, WHAT ARE YOU...THUS... [ABOUT ME?’] THEY ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME: ‘WE HAVE BEEN MADE MASTERS AND RULE OVER ALL THE SONS OF MEN.’ AND THEY SAID TO ME: ‘WHICH OF US DO YOU CHOOSE...I RAISED MY EYES AND SAW ONE OF THEM. HIS LOOKS WERE FRIGHTENING LIKE THOSE OF A VIPER, AND HIS GARMENTS WERE MULTI-COLOURED AND HE WAS EXTREMELY DARK...AND AFTERWARDS I LOOKED AND BEHOLD...BY HIS APPEARANCE AND HIS FACE WAS LIKE THAT OF AN ADDER, AND HE WAS COVERED WITH...TOGETHER, AND OVER HIS EYES...
FR. 2: ...THIS [WATCHER]: ‘WHO IS HE?’ HE SAID TO ME: ‘THIS WATCHER... [AND HIS THREE NAMES ARE BELIAL, PRINCE OF DARKNESS] AND MELKIRESHA’. ‘VACAT. AND I SAID: ‘MY LORD, WHAT RULE...’ [AND HE SAID TO ME] ...AND ALL HIS PATHS ARE DARKNESS, AND ALL HIS WORK IS DARKNESS, AND HE IS...IN DARKNESS... YOU SEE. AND HE RULES OVER ALL DARKNESS...AND I RULE OVER ALL LIGHT AND ALL...
4Q545 (4Q543A, 546D) FR. IA I: I COPY OF THE WRITING OF THE WORDS OF VISION OF AMRAM, SON OF QAHAT, SON OF LEVI, ALL THAT [HE HAS EXPLAINED TO HIS] SONS...ON THE DAY OF [HIS] DEATH IN THE YEAR ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SIX - THIS IS THE YEAR OF HIS DEATH - IN THE YEAR ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-TWO OF THE EXILE OF ISRAEL IN EGYPT. ALSO, IT CAME TO HIM...AND CALL UZZIEL, HIS YOUNGER BROTHER, AND GAVE HIM MIRIAM, HIS THIRTY-YEAR-OLD DAUGHTER FOR WIFE. HE MADE HER WEDDING FEAST LAST SEVEN DAYS AND HE ATE AND DRANK AT HER WEDDING FEAST AND REJOICED. THEN, WHEN THE DAYS OF THE WEDDING FEAST CAME TO AN END, HE SENT OUT TO CALL AARON, HIS ABOUT TWENTY-YEAR-OLD SON, [AND SAID] TO HIM, ‘MY SON, CALL TO ME THE MESSENGERS, YOUR BROTHERS, FROM THE HOUSE OF...
FR. 4: VI: ...AND I WILL EXPLAIN TO YOU YOUR NAMES... [THAT] HE WROTE FOR MOSES. AND ALSO, ABOUT AARON...I WILL EXPLAIN TO YOU THE MYSTERY OF HIS WORSHIPPING. HE IS A HOLY PRIEST TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. ALSO, ALL HIS SEED WILL BE HOLY IN ALL THE GENERATIONS OF ETERNITY...THE SEVENTH OF THE MEN OF (GOD’S) GOOD WILL [HE WILL BE] CALLED AND HE WILL BE SAID...AND WILL BE CHOSEN AS A PRIEST FOR EVER... VACAT.
4Q548: ...I ANNOUNCE TO YOU [THE] FIRM PATH. I WILL INDEED INFORM YOU...FOR ALL THE SONS OF LIGHT] WILL SHINE, [AND ALL THE SONS] OF DARKNESS WILL BE DARK. [FOR ALL THE SONS OF LIGHT] ...AND BY ALL THEIR KNOWLEDGE THEY WILL...AND THE SONS OF DARKNESS WILL BE...AND THE SONS OF DARKNESS WILL BE REMOVED...FOR EVERY FOOL AND WICKED WILL BE DARK AND EVERY SAGE AND UPRIGHT WILL SHINE. FOR ALL THE SONS OF LIGHT WILL GO TO THE LIGHT, TO...AND ALL THE SONS OF DARKNESS GO TOWARDS DEATH AND PERDITION...THE PEOPLE SHALL HAVE BRIGHTNESS...AND THEY WILL EXPLAIN TO THEM...
THE WORDS OF MOSES (1Q22)
FRAGMENTS OF FOUR VERY MUTILATED COLUMNS OF A MANUSCRIPT FROM CAVE I HAVE BEEN SKILLFULLY RECONSTRUCTED. THEY FORM A FAREWELL DISCOURSE OF MOSES WHICH TAKES ITS INSPIRATION FROM VARIOUS PASSAGES OF DEUTERONOMY AND IS CHIEFLY REMARKABLE FOR THE EMPHASIS LAID ON THE APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL TEACHERS, OR INTERPRETERS, OF THE LAW (LEVITES AND PRIESTS). THE LAST TWO COLUMNS ARE SO MUTILATED AS TO BE UNTRANSLATABLE. ANOTHER DOCUMENT, CONSISTING OF TWO INSIGNIFICANT FRAGMENTS, TENTATIVELY ENTITLED ‘A MOSES APOCRYPHON’ (2Q21) AND INCLUDING A PRAYER ATTRIBUTED TO MOSES, HAS BEEN PUBLISHED BY (DJD, III, 79-81). 
I: GOD SPOKE TO MOSES IN THE [FORTIETH] YEAR AFTER [THE CHILDREN OF] ISRAEL HAD COME [OUT OF THE LAND OF] EGYPT, IN THE ELEVENTH MONTH, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH, SAYING: ‘[GATHER TOGETHER] ALL THE CONGREGATION AND GO UP TO [MOUNT NEBO] AND STAND [THERE], YOU AND ELEAZAR SON OF AARON. INTERPRET TO THE HEADS OF FAMILY OF THE LEVITES AND TO ALL THE [PRIESTS], AND PROCLAIM TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THE WORDS OF THE LAW WHICH I PROCLAIMED [TO YOU] ON MOUNT SINAI. PROCLAIM CAREFULLY INTO THEIR EARS ALL THAT I [REQUIRE] OF THEM. AND [CALL] HEAVEN AND [EARTH TO WITNESS AGAINST] THEM; FOR THEY WILL NOT LOVE WHAT I HAVE COMMANDED [THEM TO DO], NEITHER [THEY] NOR THEIR CHILDREN, [DURING ALL] THE DAYS THEY SHALL [LIVE UPON THE EARTH]. [FOR] I SAY THAT THEY WILL ABANDON [ME, AND WILL CHOOSE THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE NATIONS,] THEIR HORRORS [AND THEIR IDOLS. THEY WILL SERVE] FALSE GODS WHICH SHALL BE FOR THEM A SNARE AND A PITFALL. [THEY WILL SIN AGAINST THE] HOLY [DAYS], AND AGAINST THE SABBATH AND THE COVENANT, [AND AGAINST THE COMMANDMENTS] WHICH I COMMAND YOU TO KEEP THIS DAY. THEREFORE, I WILL SMITE THEM WITH A MIGHTY [BLOW] IN THE MIDST OF THE LAND [WHICH THEY] CROSS THE JORDAN [TO POSSESS]. AND WHEN ALL THE CURSES COME UPON THEM AND CATCH UP WITH THEM TO DESTROY THEM AND [BLOT] THEM OUT, THEN SHALL THEY KNOW THAT THE TRUTH HAS BEEN [FULFILLED] WITH REGARD TO THEM.’ THEN MOSES CALLED ELEAZAR SON OF [AARON] AND JOSHUA [SON OF NUN AND SAID TO THEM,] ‘SPEAK ALL THESE WORDS TO THE PEOPLE... [BE STILL,] II O ISRAEL, AND HEAR! THIS [DAY SHALL YOU BECOME THE PEOPLE] OF GOD, YOUR [GOD. YOU SHALL KEEP MY LAWS] AND MY TESTIMONIES [AND MY COMMANDMENTS WHICH I] COMMAND YOU TO [KEEP THIS] DAY. [AND WHEN YOU] CROSS THE [JORDAN SO THAT I MAY GIVE] YOU GREAT [AND GOOD CITIES], AND HOUSES FILLED WITH ALL [PLEASANT THINGS, AND VINES AND OLIVES] WHICH [YOU HAVE NOT PLANTED, AND] WELLS WHICH YOU HAVE NOT DUG, [BEWARE,] WHEN YOU HAVE EATEN AND ARE FULL, THAT YOUR HEARTS BE NOT LIFTED UP, AND THAT [YOU DO NOT FORGET WHAT I HAVE COMMANDED YOU TO DO THIS DAY. FOR] IT IS THIS THAT WILL BRING YOU LIFE AND LENGTH OF [DAYS].’ AND MOSES [SPOKE TO THE CHILDREN] OF ISRAEL [AND SAID TO THEM]: ‘[BEHOLD,] FORTY [YEARS HAVE PASSED SINCE] THE DAY WE CAME OUT OF THE LAND [OF EGYPT, AND TODAY HAS GOD], OUR GOD, [UTTERED THESE WORDS] FROM OUT OF HIS MOUTH: [ALL] HIS [PRECEPTS AND] ALL [HIS] PRECEPTS. ‘[BUT HOW SHALL I CARRY] YOUR LOADS [AND BURDENS AND DISPUTES ALONE]? WHEN I HAVE [ESTABLISHED] THE COVENANT AND COMMANDED [THE WAY] IN WHICH YOU SHALL WALK, [APPOINT WISE MEN WHOSE] WORK IT SHALL BE TO EXPOUND [TO YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN] ALL THESE WORDS OF THE LAW. [WATCH CAREFULLY] FOR YOUR OWN SAKES [THAT YOU KEEP THEM, LEST] THE WRATH [OF YOUR GOD] KINDLE AND BURN AGAINST YOU, AND HE STOP THE HEAVENS ABOVE FROM SHEDDING RAIN [UPON YOU], AND [THE WATER BENEATH THE EARTH FROM] GIVING YOU [HARVEST].’ AND MOSES [SPOKE FURTHER] TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. ‘BEHOLD THE COMMANDMENTS [WHICH GOD HAS] COMMANDED YOU TO KEEP...
SERMON ON THE EXODUS AND THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN (4Q374)
ONLY ONE OF THE SIXTEEN SURVIVING FRAGMENTS OF A WRITING, PALAEOGRAPHICALLY DATED TO THE LAST THIRD OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE, WHICH DEALS WITH THE EXODUS FROM EGYPT AND THE OCCUPATION OF CANAAN, IS LARGE ENOUGH TO PROVIDE AN INTELLIGIBLE ACCOUNT. THE SPEAKER REMAINS ANONYMOUS BUT MAY CONCEIVABLY BE JOSHUA. 
FR. 2: II: ...AND THE NATIONS ROSE UP IN ANGER...IN THEIR ACTIONS AND IN THE UNCLEANNESS OF THE DEEDS OF…AND THERE WAS NO REMNANT FOR [THEM] AND NONE WHO ESCAPED AND FOR THEIR POSTERITY...AND HE MADE A PLANTATION FOR US HIS ELECT IN THE LAND THAT IS THE MOST DESIRABLE OF ALL THE LANDS...AND HE MADE HIM AS A GOD OVER THE MIGHTY AND AS A CAUSE OF DREAD FOR PHARAOH...THEY MELTED AND THEIR HEART TREMBLED AND THEIR ENTRAILS DISSOLVED. AND HE HAD MERCY...AND WHEN HE MADE HIS FACE SHINE ON THEM FOR HEALING, THEY STRENGTHENED [THEIR] HEART ONCE MORE AND KNOWLEDGE...NONE HAVING KNOWN YOU, THEY MELTED AND TREMBLED...
A MOSES APOCRYPHONA (4Q375)
IN A STYLE IMITATING THE PENTATEUCH, AND RECALLING THE SAYINGS OF MOSES FROM CAVE 1 (1Q22), 4Q375, FR. 1, COL. I, LAYS DOWN INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING THE TREATMENT OF A PERSON WHO CLAIMS TO BE A PROPHET. SHOULD HE EXHORT PEOPLE TO COMMIT APOSTASY, HE IS TO BE EXECUTED. HOWEVER, HIS TRIBE MAY COME TO HIS RESCUE AND LODGE AN APPEAL WITH THE ANOINTED PRIEST IN THE CITY OF THE SANCTUARY. THE VERY DAMAGED COL. 11 CONTAINS A SACRIFICIAL RITUAL EMPLOYING THE TERMINOLOGY OF THE DAY OF ATONEMENT FROM LEV. XVI. THE SCRIPT IS EARLY HERODIAN, I.E. LATE FIRST CENTURY BCE. 
FR. 1: I: ... [YOU WILL DO ALL THAT] YOUR GOD HAS COMMANDED YOU FROM THE MOUTH OF THE PROPHET. YOU WILL KEEP [ALL] THESE PRECEPTS AND YOU WILL RETURN TO THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND ALL YOUR SOUL. AND YOUR GOD WILL DESIST FROM THE WRATH OF HIS GREAT ANGER [TO SAVE YOU] FROM YOUR MISERY. AND THE PROPHET WHO WILL ARISE AND SPEAK DEFECTION IN YOUR MIDST, TURNING YOU AWAY FROM YOUR GOD, SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH. BUT IF THE TRIBE FROM WHICH HE ORIGINATES STANDS UP (FOR HIM) AND SAYS, ‘LET HIM NOT BE PUT TO DEATH, FOR HE IS RIGHTEOUS; HE IS A TRUSTWORTHY PROPHET’, YOU, YOUR ELDERS AND YOUR JUDGES WILL COME WITH THAT TRIBE TO THE PLACE WHICH YOUR GOD WILL CHOOSE WITHIN ONE OF YOUR TRIBES (TO APPEAR) BEFORE [THE] ANOINTED PRIEST ON WHOSE HEAD THE OIL OF ANOINTING HAS BEEN POURED.
A MOSES APOCRYPHONB (4Q376, 1Q29)
THIS MID-FIRST-CENTURY BCE TEXT, WHICH PARTLY OVERLAPS WITH 1Q29, IS A REWORKING OF EXOD. XXVIII, 9—12, DEALING WITH THE TWO ENGRAVED STONES SET IN THE SHOULDER PIECES OF THE HIGH PRIEST’S LITURGICAL GARMENT (THE EPHOD). ANOTHER FRAGMENT INTRODUCES THE SECULAR HEAD OF THE COMMUNITY, THE ‘PRINCE OF THE WHOLE CONGREGATION’ (CF. 1QM V,1; CD VII, 20, ETC.) IN HIS MILITARY ROLE, CONFRONTING THE ENEMIES OF ISRAEL OR ATTACKING ONE OF THEIR TOWNS. 
FR. 1: II: …THEY SHALL SHED LIGHT ON YOU. AND HE SHALL GO OUT WITH IT WITH TONGUES OF FIRE. THE LEFT-HAND STONE ON HIS LEFT SIDE WILL SHOW ITSELF TO THE EYES OF ALL THE ASSEMBLY UNTIL THE PRIEST HAS COMPLETED HIS SPEECH. AND AFTERWARDS THE...HAS GONE UP...AND YOU SHALL KEEP AND DO ALL [THAT] HE SHALL SPEAK TO YOU. AND THE PROPHET...PREACHES REBELLION... III: ACCORDING TO ALL THIS JUDGEMENT. AND IF THE PRINCE OF THE WHOLE CONGREGATION SHALL BE IN THE CAMP AND... HIS ENEMY AND ISRAEL IS WITH HIM, OR IF THEY GO AGAINST A CITY TO BESIEGE IT OR ANY MATTER WHICH...TO THE PRINCE...THE DISTANT FIELD...
A MOSES APOCRYPHONC (4Q408)
ONE MEDIUM-SIZED AND SIXTEEN SMALL FRAGMENTS REPRESENT A COLLECTION OF LITURGICAL PRAYERS OF WHICH ONLY ONE CAN BE PARTLY TRANSLATED. THE DOCUMENT IS AKIN TO 4Q375 AND 376 AS WELL AS TO 1Q29. PALAEOGRAPHICALLY THE DOCUMENT IS PLACED IN THE LATE SECOND CENTURY BCE.
FR. 3 + 3A: ...BLESSED ART THOU, O LORD, WHO ART RIGHTEOUS IN ALL THY WAYS. BE MIGHTY IN STRENGTH...IN THY JUDGEMENTS. THOU WHO ART FAITHFUL...THOU ART UNDERSTANDING WITH ALL INTELLIGENCE...MIGHT. THOU WHO ART...TO BRING OUT...WHO HAST CREATED THE MORNING AS A SIGN TO REVEAL THE DOMINION OF THE LIGHT AS THE BOUNDARY OF THE DAYTIME...FOR THEIR WORK. TO BLESS THY HOLY NAME, THOU, HAST CREATED THEM. FOR THE LIGHT IS GOOD... [THOU ART...] WHO HAST CREATED THE EVENING AS A SIGN TO REVEAL THE DOMINION [OF DARKNESS] ...FROM LABOUR. THOU HAST CREATED THEM TO BLESS THY HOLY NAME WHEN THEY SEE THAT THE LIGHT IS GOOD AND WHEN...THOU HAST CREATED THE EVENING AS A SIGN (TO MARK) THE APPEARANCE OF THE DOMINION OF [DARKNESS] ...
APOCRYPHAL PENTATEUCH B (FORMERLY ‘A MOSES APOCRYPHONC’) (4Q377)
THIS IS PART OF AN APOCRYPHAL ACCOUNT OF THE STORY OF THE ISRAELITES AT SINAI AND IN THE WILDERNESS. FRAGMENT 2 II INTRODUCES AN ELDER CALLED ELIBAH, WHO CURSES THE JEWS WHO FAIL TO OBSERVE THE LAW MEDIATED BY MOSES DURING THE LATTER’S STAY WITH GOD ON THE MOUNTAIN.
FR. 2 II: II: …THEY WILL UNDERSTAND THE PRECEPTS OF MOSES. AND ELIBAH ANSWERED AND SAID: HEARKEN, CONGREGATION OF THE LORD, AND LISTEN, ALL THE ASSEMBLY! ...CURSED BE THE MAN WHO DOES NOT STAND BY, KEEP AND PRACTISE ALL THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD (ISSUED) BY THE MOUTH OF MOSES, HIS ANOINTED, AND FOLLOW THE LORD, THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS, HE WHO COMMANDED US FROM THE MOUNTAIN OF SINAI. AND HE SPOKE TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL FACE TO FACE AS A MAN SPEAKS TO HIS FRIEND...HE MADE US LOOK AT A CONSUMING FIRE FROM UNDER THE HEAVEN. AND ON THE EARTH, HE STOOD ON THE MOUNTAIN TO MAKE IT KNOWN THAT THERE IS NO GOD BESIDE HIM AND NO ROCK LIKE HIM. [AND ALL] THE ASSEMBLY…AND TREMBLING SEIZED THEM BECAUSE OF THE GLORY OF GOD AND THE MARVELLOUS VOICES...AND THEY STOOD AT A DISTANCE. AND MOSES THE MAN OF GOD (WAS) WITH GOD IN THE CLOUD AND THE CLOUD COVERED HIM. FOR…WHEN HE WAS HALLOWED AND OUT OF HIS MOUTH HE SPOKE LIKE AN ANGEL. FOR WHO IS A MESSENGER LIKE HIM? ...A MAN OF GRACE WHO WERE NOT CREATED FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING...
A MOSES (OR DAVID) APOCRYPHON (4Q373, 2Q22)
THREE SMALL CAVE 4 FRAGMENTS WHICH PARTLY OVERLAP WITH 2Q22 PUBLISHED BY M. BAILLET (DJD, III, 81—2) REPRESENT A HISTORICAL NARRATIVE OF AN UNNAMED SPEAKER IN THE FIRST PERSON, AND WITH THE SINGLE ACTUAL NAME OF OG, KING OF BASHAN (CF. NUM. XXI, 33—5; DEUT. III, 4—5, 11). BAILLET AND THE EDITOR OF 4Q373, WONDER WHETHERS THE NARRATOR IS DAVID AND THE SUBJECT, IS HIS FIGHT WITH GOLIATH, A THEORY BASED ON A FEW VERBAL SIMILARITIES TO 1 SAMUEL XVII, WHICH CANNOT, HOWEVER, EASILY ACCOUNT FOR THE MENTION OF OG, APART FROM HIS HEIGHT (SEE DEUT. III, 11) WHICH WAS COMPARABLE TO THAT OF THE GIANT GOLIATH (CF. 1 SAM. XVII, 4). ON THE OTHER HAND, THIS HAS BEEN ARGUED THAT THE TOPIC OF THE FRAGMENT IS MORE LIKELY TO BE THE DEFEAT OF OG BY MOSES, RICHLY ELABORATED BY TARGUM, MIDRASH AND TALMUD (THE LEGENDS OF THE JEWS I, 160; III, 340—47; V, N. 181; VI, 667-8, 684— 700). ON THE WHOLE, THE SECOND ALTERNATIVE SEEMS SLIGHTLY PREFERABLE. 
4Q373 1-2 (2Q22): ...ALL HIS SERVANTS OG...HIS HEIGHT WAS...AND A HALF, CUBITS AND TWO [CUBITS WERE HIS BREADTH...A SPEAR LIKE A CEDAR TREE...A SHIELD LIKE A TOWER. THE NIMBLE-FOOTED...HE WHO REMOVED THEM SEVEN STADIA. [I] DID NOT STAND...AND I DID NOT CHANGE. THE LORD OUR GOD BROKE HIM. I PREPARED WOUNDING SLINGS TOGETHER WITH BOWS AND NOT...FOR WAR TO CONQUER FORTIFIED CITIES AND TO ROUT...
PROPHECY OF JOSHUA (4Q522, 5Q9)
TWO MUTILATED COLUMNS, AS WELL AS SEVERAL FURTHER SMALL FRAGMENTS, OF A NARRATIVE APPEAR TO DESCRIBE THE FUTURE CONQUEST AND/OR DIVISION OF THE HOLY LAND. IT APPEARS TO BE RELATED TO THE EXTREMELY FRAGMENTARY 5Q9 PUBLISHED IN DJD, III, 179—80, WHICH MENTIONS THE NAME OF JOSHUA. COL. 1 OF 4Q522 CONSISTS OF A LIST OF LOCALITIES, OF WHICH A NUMBER APPEAR IN JOSHUA XV—XXI (E.G. BEER SHEBA, BEALOTH, KEILAH, ADULLAM, ETC.) AND JUDGES I (ASHKELON, KITRON). COL. 11 PREDICTS THE CONQUEST OF ZION BY DAVID AND THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE. IN COL. 11, 4 AND 7 GOD IS REFERRED TO IN THE THIRD PERSON, BUT IN LINES 9—10 HE SEEMS TO BE THE SPEAKER. 
FR. 9: II: ...FOR BEHOLD A SON IS BORN TO JESSE, SON OF PEREZ, SON OF JUDAH... [HE IS TO TAKE] THE ROCK OF ZION AND FROM THERE HE IS TO POSSESS THE AMORITES...TO BUILD A HOUSE FOR THE LORD, THE GOD OF ISRAEL. GOLD AND SILVER...CEDARS AND CYPRESS TREES WILL HE BRING FROM LEBANON TO BUILD IT. AND THE SONS OF...AND DAVID. THE LORD WILL MAKE (HIM) DWELL IN SECURITY...THE LORD OF HEAVEN WILL RESIDE WITH HIM FOREVER. BUT NOW THE AMORITES ARE THERE AND THE CANAANITES...INHABITANT WHOM I CONSIDER GUILTY, WHOM I HAVE NOT SOUGHT...FROM YOU. AND THE SHILONITE AND THE...I HAVE MADE HIM A SLAVE...AND NOW...TO A DISTANCE FROM...ELEAZAR...
A JOSHUA APOCRYPHON (I) OR PSALMS OF JOSHUA (4Q378—9)
USUALLY DESIGNATED BY THE MISNOMER ‘PSALMS OF JOSHUA’, THIS BADLY MUTILATED COMPOSITION REPRESENTS A REWRITTEN ACCOUNT OF THE STORY OF JOSHUA. 4Q378, WRITTEN IN HERODIAN FORMAL SCRIPT, CONSISTS OF TWENTYSEVEN MOSTLY TINY FRAGMENTS, WHILE THE LATE HASMONAEAN 4Q379 COMPRISES FORTY-ONE. THE MAJORITY OF THE FRAGMENTS ARE TOO SMALL FOR MEANINGFUL TRANSLATION. ACCORDING TO CAROL NEWSOM, THE OVERALL FORM OF THE COMPOSITION IS A FAREWELL SPEECH BY JOSHUA. IT CONTAINS ADMONITIONS, CURSES AND PRAYERS (E.G. ‘PRAYER FOR OUR SINS’, 4Q378 6 I, 1.4, A PRAYER LISTING THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL—LEVI, REUBEN, GAD, AND DAN ARE LEGIBLE, 4Q379 1), SONGS (‘SONGS OF PRAISE’, 4Q379 22 II, 7, AND A PRAISE MENTIONING ABRAHAM, ISAAC, JACOB, MOSES, ELEAZAR AND ITHAMAR, 4Q379 17). THE BIBLICAL TEXT USED RECALLS THE SEPTUAGINT AND THE SAMARITAN PENTATEUCH. THE NUMBERING OF THE FRAGMENTS APPEARS TO BE ARBITRARY, AS IT DOES NOT CORRESPOND TO THE SEQUENCE OF THE BIBLICAL STORY. 4Q379 22 II IS QUOTED IN 4QTESTIMONIA (4Q175). 
4Q378 14: ...AND THE CHILDREN [OF ISRAEL] WEPT [FOR MOSES IN THE PLAINS OF MOAB (DEUT. XXXIV, 8) BY THE JORDAN AT] JERICHO AT BETHJESHIMOTH [AS FAR AS ABEL-SHITTIM (NUM. XXXIII, 48—9) FOR THIRTY DAYS AND (THEN) THE DAYS OF WEEPING AND] MOURNING FOR MOSES WERE ENDED (DEUT. XXXIV, 8). AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL...THE COVENANT WHICH THE LORD MADE FOR...THY DREAD AND FEAR...
4Q378 II: ...FOR THE LORD YOUR GOD...TO ESTABLISH HIS WORDS WHICH HE SPOKE... [THE OATH] WHICH HE SWORE TO ABRAHAM TO GIVE [HIM] A GOOD AND BROAD [LAND], A LAND OF BROOKS OF WATER, OF FOUNTAINS AND SPRINGS, FLOWING FORTH IN VALLEYS AND HILLS, A LAND OF WHEAT AND BARLEY, [OF VINES AND FIG TREES AND POMEGRANATES, A LAND OF OLIVE TREES AND] HONEY (DEUT. VIII, 7—8). FOR [THIS IS] A LAND FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY; (...A LAND] WHOSE STONES ARE IRON AND OUT OF WHOSE HILLS [YOU CAN DIG] COPPER (DEUT. VIII, 9) ...
4Q378 22 I: ...MOSES, O MY GOD. AND HE DID NOT ANNIHILATE THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR SINS...THY PEOPLE BY THE HAND OF JOSHUA, MINISTER OF THY SERVANT MOSES THY...BY THE HAND OF MOSES(?) TO JOSHUA FOR THE SAKE OF THY PEOPLE... [THE COVENANT] WHICH THOU HAST MADE WITH ABRAHAM... LOVING-KINDNESS TO THOUSANDS.
4Q379 12: ...THEY CROSSED (THE JORDAN) ON DRY GROUNDS (CF. JOSH. IV, 22) IN THE FIRST MONTH OF THE FORTY-FIRST YEAR OF THEIR EXODUS FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT (CF. JOSH. IV, 19). THAT WAS A JUBILEE YEAR AT THE BEGINNING OF THEIR ENTRY INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN. AND THE JORDAN OVERFLOWS ITS BANKS FROM THE FOURTH (?) MONTH UNTIL THE WHEAT HARVEST...
4Q379 22 II (COMBINED WITH 4Q175, LINES 21-30): BLESSED BE THE LORD, THE GOD OF ISRAEL...WHEN JOSHUA FINISHED OFFERING PRAISE IN [HIS] THANKSGIVINGS, [HE SAID]: CURSED BE THE MAN WHO REBUILDS THIS CITY! [MAY HE LAY ITS FOUNDATIONS] ON [HIS] FIRST-BORN, AND SET ITS GATE ON HIS YOUNGEST SON (JOSH. VI, 26). BEHOLD, AN ACCURSED [MAN OF BELIAL] [HAS RISEN] TO BECOME A FOWLER’S NET TO HIS PEOPLE AND A CAUSE OF DESTRUCTION TO ALL HIS NEIGHBOURS. AND [HIS BROTHER] AROSE AND RULED IN LIES, BOTH OF THEM BEING INSTRUMENTS OF VIOLENCE. THEY HAVE REBUILT THIS [CITY] AND HAVE SET UP FOR IT A WALL AND TOWERS TO MAKE IT A STRONGHOLD OF UNGODLINESS IN ISRAEL AND A HORROR IN EPHRAIM AND IN JUDAH AND A GREAT EVIL AMONG THE CHILDREN OF JACOB. AND THEY HAVE COMMITTED AN ABOMINATION IN THE LAND AND A GREAT BLASPHEMY AND SHED BLOOD LIKE WATERS ON THE RAMPARTS OF THE DAUGHTER OF ZION AND IN THE PRECINCTS OF JERUSALEM...
A JOSHUA APOCRYPHON (II) (MASADA 1039—211)
TWO FRAGMENTS DETACHED FROM AN APOCRYPHAL ACCOUNT OF THE END OF THE BOOK OF JOSHUA ARE THOUGHT BY THEIR EDITOR, TO HAVE ORIGINATED AT QUMRAN. THE COMPOSITION BELONGS TO THE GENRE OF ‘REWRITTEN BIBLE’ AND TESTIFIES TO A FREEDOM IN RETELLING SCRIPTURAL STORIES. THE HANDWRITING PLACES THE MANUSCRIPT TOWARDS THE TURN OF THE ERA. FOR A PRELIMINARY EDITION, SEE ‘FRAGMENTS OF A JOSHUA APOCRYPHON—MASADA 1039—211 (FINAL PHOTO 5254)’, JJS 47 (1996), 128—39.
FR. A: ...THEY WERE AFRAID... [THEY WERE PRAISING] THE NAME OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] FOR THEY SAW THAT...GOD WAS FIGHTING FOR HIS PEOPLE AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES AND THEY WERE NOT AFRAID...BECAUSE OF THEM FOR GOD WAS WITH THEM AND BLESSED THEM AND SAVED THEM. [AND WHATEVER] HE SAID ABOUT THEM HAPPENED TO THEM AND NO WORD FELL TO THE GROUND, AND HE MULTIPLIED THEIR [SEED GREATLY].
THE SAMUEL APOCRYPHON (4Q160)
FRAGMENTS OF AN ACCOUNT OF THE STORY OF SAMUEL FROM CAVE 4 (4Q160), SAID TO PERTAIN TO THE SECOND CENTURY BCE, THAT WERE PUBLISHED. THEY FOLLOW THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL AND INCLUDE A NARRATIVE PASSAGE, A DIALOGUE BETWEEN SAMUEL AND ELI, A PRAYER AND AN AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL DISCOURSE. 
FR. 1: FOR I HAVE SWORN [TO] THE HOUSE [OF ELI THAT THE INIQUITY OF THE HOUSE OF ELI RELATING TO SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS SHALL NEVER BE EXPIATED. AND] SAMUEL HEARD THE WORDS OF THE LORD... [AND] SAMUEL LAY DOWN BEFORE ELI. AND HE ROSE AND OPENED THE GATES OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD. AND SAMUEL WAS AFRAID TO REPORT TO ELI THE ORACLE. ANSWERING, ELI SAID [TO SAMUEL: SAMUEL, MY SON, LET] ME KNOW THE VISION OF GOD. DO NOT [HIDE IT FROM ME, PRAY! MAY GOD DO TO YOU THUS AND MAY HE ADD TO IT] IF YOU HIDE FROM ME ANYTHING OF THE WORDS THAT HE SPOKE TO YOU. [AND] SAMUEL [REPORTED ALL AND HID NOTHING] ...
FRS. 3-5: ...THY SERVANT. I HAVE NOT RESTRAINED MY STRENGTH UNTIL THIS (MOMENT), FOR... [LET THEM] BE GATHERED, O MY GOD, TO THY PEOPLE AND BE A HELP TO IT AND RAISE IT... [AND DELIVER] THEIR FEET FROM MUDDY CLAY [AND] ESTABLISH FOR THEM A ROCK FROM OF OLD, FOR THY PRAISE IS OVER ALL THE PEOPLES. THY PEOPLE SHALL TAKE REFUGE [IN THY HOUSE] ...AMID THE RAGE OF THE ENEMIES OF THY PEOPLE, THOU, SHALT VERIFY THY GLORY [AND] OVER THE LANDS AND SEAS...AND THY FEAR IS OVER ALL...AND KINGDOM. AND ALL THE PEOPLES OF THY LANDS SHALL KNOW [THAT] THOU HAST CREATED THEM...AND THE MULTITUDES SHALL UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS THY PEOPLE...THY HOLY ONES WHOM THOU HAST SANCTIFIED.
A PARAPHRASE ON KINGS (4Q382)
154 PAPYRUS FRAGMENTS, PALAEOGRAPHICALLY DATED TO THE FIRST HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE, BELONG TO A KIND OF PARAPHRASE OF THE BOOKS OF KINGS AS VARIOUS PERSONAL NAMES (JEZEBEL, AHAB, OBADIAH, ELIJAH, ELISHA) CLEARLY INDICATE. ONLY ONE FRAGMENT IS EXTENSIVE ENOUGH TO ALLOW INTELLIGIBLE TRANSLATION. AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER RECOUNTS EVENTS PERTAINING TO THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL IN THE FORM OF AN ADDRESS TO GOD. 
FR. 104: ...FROM THY WORD AND TO RELY ON THY COVENANT AND THEIR HEART BE...TO SANCTIFY HIM/IT...HANDS SO THAT THEY MIGHT BE THINE, AND THOU THEIRS AND THOU BE RIGHTEOUS...FOR THOU WILT BE A GIVER OF AN INHERITANCE...AND LORD OVER THEM AND THOU WILT BE A FATHER TO THEM AND NOT...THOU HAST FORSAKEN THEM TO THE HAND OF THEIR KINGS AND HAST MADE THEM STUMBLE AMONG THE PEOPLES...NOT...THY LIFE. DIDST THOU GIVE THEM [THE LAW?] BY THE HAND OF MOSES...THY JUDGEMENTS AND LIFTING THE INIQUITY OF THY PEOPLE TO THE HEIGHTS...THY PATIENCE AND THE MULTITUDE [OF MERCIES?] ...
AN ELISHA APOCRYPHON (4Q481A)
THREE, MINUTE FRAGMENTS REPRODUCE THE HEBREW TEXT OF 2 KINGS II, 14— 16 WITH PARAPHRASTIC SUPPLEMENTS. ONLY FR. 2 CAN BE PARTLY RECONSTRUCTED AND TRANSLATED. THE OPENING WORDS ‘[AND] ELISHA WENT UP’ ARE WITHOUT BIBLICAL PARALLEL. 
FR. 2: ... [AND] ELISHA WENT UP. [WHEN THE SONS OF THE PROPHETS WHO WERE OVER AT JERICHO] SAW HIM OVER AGAINST THEM, THEY SAID, THE SPIRIT OF ELIJAH RESTS OVER ELISHA. AND THEY CAME TO MEET ELISHA, [AND BOWED TO THE GROUND BEFORE HIM. AND THEY SAID TO HIM, BEHOLD NOW, THERE ARE WITH YOUR SERVANTS] FIFTY [STRONG] MEN; PRAY, LET THEM GO, AND SEEK YOUR MASTER; IT MAY BE THAT THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD HAS CAUGHT HIM UP AND CAST HIM UPON SOME MOUNTAIN OR INTO SOME VALLEY.
A ZEDEKIAH APOCRYPHON (4Q470)
THREE BADLY DAMAGED FRAGMENTS OF AN EARLY HERODIAN MANUSCRIPT SPEAK IN FAVOURABLE TERMS OF THE LAST JUDAEAN KING ZEDEKIAH. HE IS DEPICTED AS CONVERSING WITH THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL WHO PROMISES TO MAKE A COVENANT WITH HIM. THE BIBLE IS LESS KIND TOWARDS THIS EVIL-DOER (2 KGS XXIV, 19, ETC.), BUT 4Q470 PREFIGURES JOSEPHUS, WHO PRAISES ZEDEKIAH’S ‘GOODNESS AND SENSE OF JUSTICE’ (ANTIQUITIES X, 120), AND THE TALMUD (BSHAB. 149B; BSANH. 103A; BARAK. 17A). 
FR. 1: ...MICHAEL... ZEDEKIAH SHALL ENTER INTO A COVENANT ON THAT DAY...TO PRACTISE AND TO CAUSE ALL THE TORAH TO BE PRACTISED. [AT] THAT TIME MICHAEL SHALL SAY TO ZEDEKIAH...I WILL MAKE WITH YOU A COVENANT BEFORE THE ASSEMBLY TO PRACTISE...
FR. 3: ...THEIR CRY TOWARDS HEAVEN... [TO] RESTORE THEM TO HEALTH AND HELP THEM BY THE SPIRIT OF [HIS] MIGHT...AND BY THE PILLAR OF FIRE [MANY] TIMES...AND MOSES WROTE WHEN HE SPOKE ACCORDING TO ALL...KADESH BARNEA...
A HISTORICO-THEOLOGICAL NARRATIVE BASED ON GENESIS AND EXODUS (4Q462—4)
PALAEOGRAPHICALLY DATED TO THE MID-FIRST CENTURY BCE, THE TWO JOINED FRAGMENTS OF 4Q462 REPRESENT THE ONLY MEANINGFUL PART OF A HISTORICAL NARRATIVE TOLD FROM A THEOLOGICAL POINT OF VIEW. BOTH THE BEGINNING AND THE END OF EACH OF THE NINETEEN LINES ARE MISSING, BUT THE GENERAL TENOR OF THE STORY CAN BE GUESSED: AFTER REPEATED OPPRESSION AND HUMILIATION, GOD IS TO REMEMBER JERUSALEM. THE TETRAGRAM IS TWICE REPLACED BY FOUR DOTS AS IN THE COMMUNITY RULE (1QS) VIII, 15. THERE ARE SIX FURTHER SMALL FRAGMENTS. 4Q463, OR NARRATIVE D, CONTAINS ONLY A FEW BROKEN LINES, STARTING WITH ‘AND GOD REMEMBERED HIS WORD WHICH HE SAID’, FOLLOWED BY THE QUOTATION OF LEV. XXVI, 44. APPARENTLY THE FRAGMENT HAS VANISHED AND THE TEXT EDITED IN (IBID., 211-14) IS BASED ON THE TRANSCRIPTION. THE POORLY PRESERVED 4Q464 (IBID., 215—3 2) REFERS TO ABRAHAM, ISAAC, JACOB AND APPARENTLY TO JOSEPH. FR. 3 II, 7 CONTAINS THE WORD PESHER (INTERPRETATION), SUGGESTING THAT AN EXEGETICAL COMMENT FOLLOWED IN THE LACUNA.
4Q462: ... [SHEM AND] HAM AND JAPHET...FOR JACOB...FOR ISRAEL...AND HE WILL GIVE (THE LAND?) TO THE MULTITUDE AS A HERITAGE... (=THE LORD) WHO RULES...HIS GLORY WHICH...WILL FILL THE WATERS AND THE EARTH...THEY SEIZED HIS PEOPLE. THE LIGHT WAS WITH THEM AND [DARKNESS] WAS ON US...THE PERIOD OF DARKNESS [PASSED AWAY] AND THE PERIOD OF LIGHT CAME AND THEY WERE TO RULE FOR EVER. THEREFORE, HE WILL SAY, ...TO ISRAEL, FOR IN OUR MIDST WAS THE PEOPLE OF THE BELOVED, (OF) JACOB...AND THEY SLAVED, AND THEY WERE SAFEGUARDED AND THEY CRIED TO... (=THE LORD) ...AND BEHOLD THEY WERE HANDED OVER TO EGYPT FOR THE SECOND TIME IN THE PERIOD OF THE KINGSHIP, AND [THEY] WERE SAFEGUARDED...AND THE INHABITANTS OF PHILISTIA AND EGYPT WILL BECOME A BOOTY AND A RUIN. AND HE WILL MAKE IT STAND...THE FIERCENESS OF HER FACE WILL BE CHANGED TO BRIGHTNESS AND HER 15 SOILED GARMENTS [TO] ...AND HE WILL REMEMBER JERUSALEM...
TOBIT (4Q196—200
PRIOR TO THE QUMRAN FINDS, THE BOOK OF TOBIT EXISTED AMONG THE APOCRYPHA IN TWO, A LONG AND A SHORT, GREEK RECENSIONS AND IN VARIOUS SECONDARY ANCIENT VERSIONS. CAVE 4 HAS REVEALED REMAINS OF FOUR ARAMAIC (4Q196—9) AND ONE HEBREW (4Q200) MANUSCRIPTS, OF WHICH TWO SCROLLS, THE PAPYRUS TOBA (196) AND THE LEATHER TOBB (197), HAVE YIELDED COPIOUS EXTRACTS. THEY ALL BASICALLY REPRESENT THE SEMITIC ORIGINAL FROM WHICH THE LONGER GREEK RECENSION, ATTESTED BY THE FOURTHCENTURY CE CODEX SINAITICUS, AND THE OLD LATIN VERSION WERE MADE. TOBA, TOBC AND TOBD ARE PALAEOGRAPHICALLY DATED TO THE FIRST CENTURY BCE AND TOBB, AS WELL AS THE HEBREW TOBE, TO THE TURN OF THE ERA (30 BCE-20 CE). THE TRANSLATION OF A COMPOSITE ARAMAIC TEXT IS FOLLOWED SEPARATELY BY THAT OF THE HEBREW FRAGMENTS. THE ARAMAIC AND THE HEBREW OVERLAP ONLY IN TOB. XIV, 1—2. OF THE TWO, THE ARAMAIC, REPRESENTED BY OLDER AND MORE NUMEROUS MANUSCRIPTS, IS LIKELY TO BE THE ORIGINAL LANGUAGE OF THE COMPOSITION. THE FOLLOWING ILLUSTRATE SOME OF THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE ARAMAIC (A), AND THE GREEK (G) TOBIT: I, 22 (A) HE WAS THE SON OF MY BROTHER, OF MY FATHER’S HOUSE AND OF MY FAMILY. (G) HE WAS MY BROTHER’S SON AND OF MY KINDRED. II, 1 (A) ON THE DAY OF THE FESTIVAL OF WEEKS (G) AT THE FEAST OF PENTECOST WHICH IS THE SACRED FESTIVAL OF THE SEVEN WEEKS VI, 6 (A) ALSO HE SALTED THE REST FOR THE JOURNEY. BOTH OF THEM WERE GOING TOGETHER (G) AND LEFT PART OF IT SALTED. AND THEY JOURNEYED BOTH OF THEM TOGETHER VI, 12 (A) AND HER FATHER LOVES HER (G) AND HER FATHER IS AN HONOURABLE MAN XIV, 2(A) HE WAS FIFTY-EIGHT YEARS OLD WHEN HE LOST HIS SIGHT AND AFTERWARD HE LIVED FIFTY-FOUR YEARS (G) HE WAS SIXTY-TWO YEARS OLD WHEN HE WAS MAIMED IN HIS EYES (SINAITICUS) HE WAS FIFTY-EIGHT YEARS OLD WHEN HE LOST HIS SIGHT AND AFTER EIGHT YEARS HE REGAINED IT (VATICANUS). 
4Q196, FR. 2 TOB. I, 19—II, 2: (I, 19) …ONE OF THE MEN OF NINEVEH, AND HE INFORMED THE KING ABOUT ME, THAT I WAS BURYING THEM (THE MURDERED JEWS) AND I HID MYSELF. WHEN I LEARNED THAT HE KNEW OF ME AND SOUGHT TO KILL [ME], I WAS FRIGHTENED AND FLED. (20) ...ALL THAT I POSSESSED AND NOTHING WAS LEFT TO ME...APART FROM HANNAH MY WIFE AND TOBIAH MY SON. (21) BUT NOT FORTY DAYS PASSED [BEFORE TWO OF] HIS (SENNACHERIB’S) [SONS KILLED HIM] AND THEY FLED TO THE MOUNTAINS OF ARARAT. THEN ESARHADDON BECAME KING [AND HE] APPOINTED AHIKAR, THE SON OF MY BROTHER ANAEL, OVER ALL THE ACCOUNTS OF THE KINGDOM. AND HE WAS IN CHARGE OF ALL THE ROYAL TREASURY ACCOUNTS. (22) AND AHIKAR INTERVENED FOR ME...AND AHIKAR MY BROTHER WAS THE CUPBEARER, THE GUARDIAN OF THE SIGNET RING AND THE ACCOUNTANT UNDER SENNACHERIB, KING OF ASSYRIA, AND ESARHADDON REAPPOINTED HIM. NOW HE WAS THE SON OF MY BROTHER, OF MY FATHER’S HOUSE AND OF MY FAMILY. (II, 1) AND IN THE DAYS OF KING ESARHADDON, WHEN I RETURNED TO MY HOME 10 AND HANNAH MY WIFE AND TOBIAH MY SON, WERE RESTORED TO ME, ON THE DAY OF THE FESTIVAL OF WEEKS, I HAD AN EXCELLENT MEAL AND I RECLINED TO EAT. (2) AND THEY PUT A TABLE IN FRONT OF ME AND I SAW THE MANY DELICACIES PLACED ON IT, [AND I] SAID TO TOBIAH MY SON, MY SON, GO AND BRING ALL THOSE AMONG OUR BROTHERS WHOM YOU CAN FIND...MY SON, GO AND BRING (THEM). LET HIM BE BROUGHT (HERE) AND EAT [TOGETHER] WITH ME. AND BEHOLD I...
FR. 6 TOB. III, 9—15: (III, 9) ... [GO] AFTER THEM (AFTER HER SEVEN DECEASED HUSBANDS) AND LET US NOT SEE A SON [OR A DAUGHTER] OF YOURS [EVER.] (10) ... [AND SHE CRIED AND WENT] UP TO THE UPPER ROOM OF [HER FATHER’S] HOUSE... [MAY I NOT HEAR] AGAIN SUCH A DISGRACEFUL THING IN MY LIFE. AND... (11) AGAINST... [MAY] THY HOLY AND GLORIOUS NAME [BE BLESSED] FOR ALL ETERNITY. AND MAY [ALL THY WORKS] BLESS [THEE]. (12) [AND NOW I HAVE TURNED] MY FACE TOWARDS THEE AND I HAVE LIFTED MY EYES. (13) SAY THAT I SHOULD DEPART FROM [THE EARTH] ... (14) THOU, O LORD, KNOWEST THAT I MYSELF AM PURE OF ALL IMPURITY OF MAN. (15) AND I HAVE NOT DEFILED [MY] NAME AND THE NAME OF MY [FATHER] IN ALL THE LAND OF OUR CAPTIVITY. I AM THE ONLY CHILD [OF MY FATHER AND] HE HAS NO OTHER SON WHO WOULD INHERIT FROM HIM. NEITHER HAS HE A BROTHER OR A RELATION [FOR WHOM I] SHOULD KEEP MYSELF, OR A SON FOR WHOM I SHOULD BE A WIFE. ALREADY SEVEN OF MY [HUSBANDS] HAVE PERISHED...
4Q197, FR. 4 + 4Q196, FR. 13 TOB. V, 19—VI, 12 [VI, 6-8]: I (V, 19) ...LET MY SON NOT CLEAVE TO MONEY AND LIKE... (21) [AND] HE SAID TO HER, DO NOT BE AFRAID. MY SON WILL GO IN PEACE...IN PEACE. DO NOT BE AFRAID. AND DO NOT WORRY ABOUT HIM, MY SISTER. (22) ... [HIS] JOURNEY... (VI, I) ONCE AGAIN SHE FELL SILENT AND CRIED NO MORE. VACAT. (2) ...AND THE ANGEL WAS WITH HIM AND... [AND THEY WENT] TOGETHER. AND [NIGHT] CAME [AND THEY REACHED] THE TIGRIS. (3) AND THE YOUNG MAN WENT DOWN... [AND] A BIG FISH [JUMPED] OUT OF THE WATER TO SWALLOW THE FOOT OF THE YOUNG MAN... (4) ...CATCH THE FISH! AND THE YOUNG MAN SEIZED THE FISH AND BROUGHT IT TO THE DRY LAND. AND [THE ANGEL] SAID TO HIM, (5) CUT IT OPEN AND REMOVE [ITS GALL AND] ITS [HEART AND ITS LIVER. KEEP] THEM, BUT [THROW AWAY ITS] ENTRAILS. [ITS GALL], ITS [HEART] AND ITS LIVER ARE [MEDICAMENT]. (6) AND [HE CUT OUT ITS GALL AND] ITS HEART AND ITS LIVER...THE FISH AND HE ATE (IT). ALSO {HE SALTED THE REST FOR THE JOURNEY} (4Q196). BOTH OF THEM WERE GOING TOGETHER UNTIL THEY REACHED MEDIA. VACAT. (7) {THE YOUNG MAN ASKED THE ANGEL} (4Q196) AND SAID TO HIM, AZARIAH MY BROTHER, WHAT KIND OF MEDICAMENT IS IN THE HEART OF THE FISH AND IN ITS LIVER AND IN ITS GALL? (8) IF YOU SMOKE IT IN FRONT OF A MAN OR A WOMAN SMITTEN BY A DEMON OR AN [EVIL] SPIRIT...THEY WILL NEVER COME BY AGAIN. (9) THE GALL IS FOR APPLYING TO THE EYES OF A MAN...WHITE FILM AND HE WILL RECOVER. (10) AND WHEN THEY ENTERED MEDIA AND HE WAS ALREADY NEARING ECBATANA, (11) RAPHAEL SAID TO THE YOUNG MAN, TOBIAH MY BROTHER. AND HE SAID TO HIM, HERE AM I. AND HE SAID TO HIM, IN THE HOUSE OF RAGUEL WE SHALL STAY. AND THE MAN IS FROM THE HOUSE OF OUR FATHER. AND HE HAS A BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTER... (12) [AND] HE HAS NO OTHER (CHILDREN) EXCEPT SARAH ALONE. AND YOU ARE RELATED TO HER...AND THIS YOUNG GIRL. 
4Q197, FR. 4 + 4Q196, FR. 14 I TOB. VI, 12—18 [VI, 13—18]: II: …WISE, STRONG AND VERY BEAUTIFUL, AND HER FATHER LOVES [HER] ...HER FATHER. AND A JUST DECISION HAS BEEN MADE CONCERNING YOU (13) TO MARRY HER...YOU WILL SPEAK ABOUT THIS YOUNG GIRL TONIGHT. YOU WILL RETAIN HER AND TAKE HER TO BE YOUR WIFE...AND {WHEN WE RETURN FROM [RAGES]} (4Q196), [WE SHALL MAKE FOR HER] A WEDDING-FEAST. AND I KNOW THAT RAGUEL CANNOT REFUSE HER TO YOU FOR HE KNOWS...AND TO MARRY HIS DAUGHTER THAN ANY (OTHER) MAN. FOR HE KNOWS THAT IF HE WERE TO GIVE HER TO [ANOTHER] MAN [THIS WOULD BE AGAINST THE LAW IN THE BOOK] OF MOSES. AND NOW [LET US SPEAK ABOUT] THIS [YOUNG] GIRL TONIGHT AND LET US RETAIN HER FOR YOU... (14) THEN TOBIAH REPLIED AND SAID TO RAPHAEL, AZARIAH MY BROTHER, I HAVE HEARD... (THAT SHE HAD SEVEN HUSBANDS WHO ALL DIED) WHEN THEY WENT IN TO HER... (15) AND NOW I AM AFRAID OF THIS DEMON WHO {LOVES HER...THE DEMON KILLS THEM} (4Q196) ... (BRING) MY FATHER AND MY MOTHER [TO THE GRAVE...THEY HAVE] NO OTHER SON [TO BURY THEM.] (16) {DO YOU NOT REMEMBER THE COMMANDS OF YOUR FATHER} (4Q196) WHO COMMANDED YOU... {AND NOW LISTEN TO ME, MY BROTHER. DO NOT (BE AFRAID OF) THIS DEMON AND MARRY (HER) {TONIGHT... (17) TAKE FROM THE HEART [OF THE FISH] ... (18) ...THE DEMON WILL SMELL IT AND WILL (FLEE]} (4Q196) ... (WHEN YOU GO IN) TO BE WITH HER, RISE UP...AND DO NOT BE AFRAID [FOR] SHE HAS BEEN ALLOTTED TO YOU AND FOR YOU...YOU WILL SAVE [HER. AND] I SUPPOSE THAT YOU WILL HAVE [CHILDREN BY HER AND... AND WHEN] TOBIAH HEARD THE WORDS OF RAPHAEL THAT SHE WAS HIS SISTER AND OF...
4Q197, FR. 4 + 4Q196, FR. 14 II TOB. VI, 18—VII, 10 [VI, 18-VII, 6]: III: [THE HOUSE OF HIS FATHER’S FAMILY] HE FELL IN LOVE WITH HER GREATLY AND HIS HEART (WAS MUCH ATTACHED) TO HER. (VII, 1) AND WHEN THEY ENTERED ECBATANA, TOBIAH [SAID] TO HIM, AZARIAH MY BROTHER, LEAD ME STRAIGHT AWAY TO THE HOUSE OF RAGUEL OUR BROTHER. HE LED HIM THERE AND [THEY] WENT [TO THE HOUSE] OF RAGUEL AND [THEY] FOUND RAGUEL SITTING IN FRONT OF THE GATE OF HIS HOME. AND FIRST THEY GREETED HIM AND HE SAID TO THEM, IN PEACE YOU HAVE COME. ENTER IN PEACE, MY BROTHERS. AND HE BROUGHT THEM INTO HIS HOUSE. (2) THEN HE SAID TO EDNA HIS WIFE, HOW MUCH THIS YOUNG MAN RESEMBLES TOBIT, THE SON OF MY UNCLE. (3) AND EDNA ASKED THEM AND SAID TO THEM, WHERE ARE YOU FROM, MY BROTHERS? AND THEY SAID TO HER, FROM AMONG THE CHILDREN OF NAPHTALI [WHO] ARE CAPTIVES IN NINIVEH. AND SHE SAID TO THEM, DO YOU KNOW TOBIT OUR BROTHER? AND THEY SAID TO HER, WE KNOW HIM. IS HE WELL? (5) AND THEY SAID, HE IS WELL. AND TOBIAH SAID, HE IS MY FATHER. (6) AND RAGUEL JUMPED TO HIS FEET AND KISSED HIM AND CRIED. (7) ...A BLESSING ON [YOU MY SON. YOU ARE THE] SON OF A JUST MAN...THE NECK OF TOBIAH... (9) HE SLAUGHTERED A RAM FROM THE FLOCK...TO EAT AND TO DRINK...MY SISTER. (10) AND [RAGUEL] HEARD...
4Q197, FR. 5 TOB. VIII, 21—IX, 2: (21) ...MY SON. I AM YOUR FATHER AND EDNA, IS [YOUR] MOTHER... [DO NOT BE] AFRAID, MY SON. VACAT. (IX, I) [THEN TOBIAH CALLED RAPHAEL AND SAID TO] HIM, (2) AZARIAH MY BROTHER, TAKE WITH YOU FROM HERE FOUR SLAVES... [AND] YOU WILL COME TO THE HOUSE OF GABAEL AND GIVE HIM THE DOCUMENT AND TAKE [THE MONEY] ...
4Q196, FR. 17 TOB. XIII, 6—12: ... [WITH ALL] II: YOUR HEART AND [WITH ALL] YOUR SOUL TO [DO RIGHTEOUSNESS. THEN HE] WILL TURN TO YOU, AND WILL NO LONGER HIDE HIS [FACE] FROM YOU. [GIVE] HIM [THANKS] WITH ALL YOUR MOUTH AND BLESS THE LORD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND EXALT HIM. [IN THE LAND] OF CAPTIVITY I GIVE HIM THANKS AND I DECLARE HIS MIGHT AND [HIS] GREATNESS BEFORE A PEOPLE OF SIN. ACCORDING TO YOUR HEART [DO] RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE HIM. [WHO] KNOWS IF THERE WILL BE FORGIVENESS [FOR YOU]. (7) AND I EXALT MY GOD AND MY SOUL THE KING OF HEAVEN...ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE. ... [AND LET THEM ALL PRAISE HIS GREATNESS. (8) LET THEM SPEAK WITH PSALMS... (9) [JERUSALEM] THE HOLY CITY, HE WILL AFFLICT YOU CONCERNING... (10) ...WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS GIVE THANKS...FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION THEY WILL GIVE... [AND HIS] GREAT NAME [WILL BE FOR] EVERLASTING GENERATIONS. (12) CURSED BE ALL [WHO] DESPISE (YOU) AND ALL WHO ARE AGAINST [YOU]. AND CURSED BE ALL WHO HATE YOU AND ALL WHO SPEAK AGAINST YOU. CURSED BE...
4Q196, FR. 18 + 4Q198, FR. 1 TOB. XIII, 12—XIV, 3: (18) ... [WILL] SAY, HALLELUIAH... [BLESSED BE FOR EVER] AND EVER FOR IN YOU THEY WILL BLESS HIS HOLY NAME... (XIV, 1) THE WORDS OF THANKSGIVINGS OF TOBIT [ENDED] AND HE DIED IN PEACE AT THE AGE OF ONE HUNDRED AND TWELVE YEARS AND HE WAS BURIED. (2) [HE WAS] FIFTY-EIGHT YEARS [OLD] ...HIS EYES. HE LIVED A GOOD LIFE AND IN ALL... {[AND HE GAVE] ALMS AND CONTINUED TO FEAR GOD AND TO PRAISE HIS GREATNESS. (3) AND HE CALLED TOBIAH HIS SON AND HIS [SEVEN]} (4Q198) SONS AND COMMANDED HIM AND SAID TO [HIM] ...
4Q200, FR. 2 TOB. IV, 3—9: ... (4) ...AND SHE CARRIED YOU IN [HER] WOMB... VACAT. (5) MY SON, REMEMBER GOD IN ALL YOUR DAYS...HIS WORD. VACAT. [DO] WHAT IS TRUE ALL THE DAYS OF [YOUR] LIFE, AND DO NOT WALK IN THE WAYS OF LIES. (6) FOR WHEN YOU DO WHAT IS TRUE...WILL BE WITH YOU. (7) ...MY SON, WITH A GENEROUS HAND [GIVE] ALMS, AND DO NOT HIDE YOUR FACE FROM ANY POOR. THEN THE FACE OF GOD WILL NOT BE HIDDEN FROM YOU. (8) IF YOU HAVE MUCH, [MY] SON, ...GIVE ALMS FROM IT. IF YOU HAVE LITTLE, ACCORDING TO THE LITTLE (YOU WILL GIVE) ...
FR. 4 TOB. X, 7—9: [AND WHEN] THE FOURTEEN DAYS OF THE [WEDDING] WERE COMPLETED FOR THEM WHICH RAGUEL HAD SWORN TO MAKE FOR SARAH HIS DAUGHTER, TOBIAH CAME [TO HIM] AND SAID TO HIM, SEND ME AWAY (FOR) I ALREADY KNOW THAT MY FATHER DOES NOT BELIEVE, NOR DOES MY MOTHER BELIEVE THAT SHE WILL SEE ME AGAIN. AND NOW I REQUEST YOU, MY FATHER, THAT YOU SEND ME AWAY THAT I MAY GO TO MY FATHER. ALREADY I HAVE RECOUNTED TO YOU HOW I LEFT THEM. (8) AND RAGUEL SAID TO TOBIAH, MY SON, REMAIN WITH ME AND I WILL SEND MESSENGERS TO TOBIT YOUR FATHER AND THEY...
FR. 6 TOB. XII, 20—XIII, 4: ... [RECORD IN WRITING ALL] THIS STORY. AND HE (RAPHAEL) ASCENDED. (21) ... [AND THEY SAW] HIM [NO MORE]. (22) AND THEY WERE BLESSING [AND EXTOLLING GOD AND GIVING HIM THANKS FOR] HIS GREAT DEED AND WONDERED HOW [AN ANGEL OF GOD] HAD APPEARED [TO THEM]. (XIII, 1) THEN TOBIT SPOKE AND WROTE A PSALM OF PRAISE, AND SAID, BLESSED BE THE LIVING [GOD] WHOSE KINGDOM IS FOR ALL ETERNITY: (2) HE WHO STRIKES AND WHO IS MERCIFUL; HE WHO CAUSES TO DESCEND TO THE NETHERMOST HELL, AND HE WHO BRINGS UP FROM THE GREAT ABYSS. AND WHO IS THERE WHO CAN ESCAPE FROM HIS HAND? (3) GIVE HIM THANKS, CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, IN FRONT OF THE NATIONS, YOU WHO ARE EXILED AMONG THEM. (4) RECITE THERE HIS GREATNESS AND EXTOL HIM BEFORE ALL THE LIVING. FOR HE IS YOUR LORD, AND HE IS [YOUR] GOD...FOR ALL [ETERNITY].
FR. 7 TOB. XIII, 18—XIV, 2: II: ... (XIV, 1) AND [TOBIT’S WORDS OF PRAISE WERE] COMPLETED, & HE DIED IN PEACE AGED [ONE HUNDRED & TWELVE YEARS]. HE WAS FIFTY-EIGHT YEARS OLD (WHEN HE LOST) HIS SIGHT & AFTERWARD HE LIVED FIFTY-FOUR YEARS.
APOCRYPHON OF JEREMIAH (4Q383, 385A, 387, 387A, 388A, 389—90)
ORIGINALLY CONSIDERED AS PART OF AN EZEKIEL APOCRYPHON, THE REMAINS OF THESE MANUSCRIPTS, WRITTEN IN A WELL-IMITATED BIBLICAL HEBREW, HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED BY THE EDITOR AS PERTAINING TO AN APOCRYPHAL ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE OF JEREMIAH IN BABYLON AND IN EGYPT. THE SCRIPT PROBABLY DATES TO THE END OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. 
4Q385A, FR. 18 I-II: I: VACAT. ...JEREMIAH THE PROPHET [DEPARTED] FROM BEFORE THE LORD (YHWH---THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH) ...TO ACCOMPANY THE CAPTIVES WHO WERE TAKEN CAPTIVE FROM THE [HOLY] LAND OF JERUSALEM & CAME TO...NEBUCHADNEZZAR, KING OF BABEL, WHEN NABUZARADAN, THE CHIEF OF THE BODYGUARD, SMOTE...AND TOOK THE VESSELS OF THE HOUSE OF GOD, THE PRIESTS...AND THE SONS OF ISRAEL AND LED THEM TO BABEL. AND JEREMIAH THE PROPHET WENT [WITH THEM AS FAR AS] THE RIVER AND HE COMMANDED THEM WHAT THEY WERE TO DO IN THE LAND OF [THEIR] CAPTIVITY... [AND THEY OBEYED] THE VOICE OF JEREMIAH IN REGARD TO THE WORDS WHICH GOD COMMANDED HIM...AND THEY WERE TO KEEP THE COVENANT OF THE GOD OF THEIR FATHERS IN THE LAND OF THEIR CAPTIVITY...AND THEY WERE NOT TO DO AS THEY HAD DONE AND THEIR KINGS AND PRIESTS [AND...AND THEY] PROFANED THE NAME OF GOD... II: IN TAHPANES WH[ICH IS IN THE LAND OF EGYPT...AND THEY SAID TO HIM, INQUIRE OF GOD FOR US...BUT JEREMIAH [DID NOT LISTEN] TO THEM AND DID NOT INQUIRE FOR THEM OF GOD...A JUBILATION AND PRAYER. AND JEREMIAH LAMENTED...LAMENTATIONS OVER JERUSALEM... VACAT. [AND THE WORD OF THE LORD WAS ADDRESSED TO] JEREMIAH IN THE LAND OF TAHPANES WHICH WAS IN THE LAND OF EGYPT...GO TO THE SONS OF ISRAEL AND THE SONS OF JUDAH AND BENJAMIN...AND SPEAK TO THEM SAYING, DAY BY DAY SEEK MY DECREES AND KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS...AND DO NOT [FOLLOW] THE IDOLS OF THE NATIONS [AFTER] WHICH [YOUR FATHERS] WALKED...FOR THEY WILL NOT SAVE YOU...NOR...
4Q387, FR. 2 II (4Q385A, FR. 4, 4Q389, FR. 8 II): ...STRENGTHEN YOURSELVES TO SERVE ME WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND ALL YOUR SOUL...IN THEIR DISTRESS. BUT I WILL NOT SEEK THEM ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR UNFAITHFULNESS BY WHICH THEY WERE UNFAITHFUL TO ME UNTIL THE COMPLETION OF TEN JUBILEE OF YEARS. AND YOU WILL WALK IN...AND BLINDNESS AND STUPEFACTION OF THE HEART. AND AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THAT GENERATION I [WILL TEAR AWAY] THE KINGSHIP FROM THE HAND OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN HOLDING FAST TO IT AND I SHALL PLACE OVER IT, OTHERS FROM ANOTHER PEOPLE AND IMPUDENCE WILL RULE ON ALL THE EARTH AND THE KINGSHIP OF ISRAEL WILL PERISH. IN THOSE DAYS [THERE] WILL BE A KING AND HE WILL BE A REVILER AND HE WILL PERFORM ABOMINATIONS, BUT I WILL TEAR AWAY [HIS] KINGSHIP AND THAT KING WILL BE (DESTINED) FOR KINGS. AND MY FACE WILL BE CONCEALED FROM ISRAEL...WILL RETURN TO MANY NATIONS. AND THE SONS OF ISRAEL WILL CRY BECAUSE OF THE HEAVY YOKE IN THE LANDS OF THEIR CAPTIVITY AND THERE WILL BE NO SAVIOUR FOR THEM BECAUSE THEY DESPISED MY DECREE AND THEIR SOUL LOATHED MY LAW...
FR. 2 III (4Q388A, FR. 7, 4Q389, FR. 8): ...IN HIS DAYS I WILL BREAK THE KINGSHIP OF [EGYPT] ...AND I WILL BREAK ISRAEL AND I WILL DELIVER THEM TO THE SWORD, AND I WILL DESTROY THE IAND AND I WILL DISTANCE MAN AND WILL LEAVE THE LAND INTO THE HAND OF THE ANGELS OF HOSTILITIES. AND I WILL CONCEAL [MY] FACE FROM ISRAEL. AND THIS IS THE SIGN FOR THEM. ON THE DAY WHEN I WILL FORSAKE THE LAND...THE PRIESTS OF ISRAEL [WILL RETURN] TO WORSHIP OTHER GODS AND WILL PERFORM THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE [NATIONS] ...
FR. 3 (4Q385A, FR. 5): ...THREE PRIESTS WHO DID NOT WALK IN THE WAYS OF THE FORMER [PRIESTS] AND ARE CALLED BY THE NAME OF THE GOD OF ISRAEL. AND IN THEIR DAYS THE PRIDE OF THE WICKED ONES OF THE COVENANT AND THE WORSHIPPERS OF STRANGE (GODS) WILL BE BROUGHT LOW. ISRAEL WILL BE TORN IN THAT GENERATION, EACH MAN WAGING WAR AGAINST HIS NEIGHBOUR BECAUSE OF THE LAW AND THE COVENANT. AND I WILL SEND FAMINE INTO THE [LAN]D BUT NOT CONCERNING BREAD AND THIRST, BUT NOT CONCERNING WATER...
4Q388A, FR. 7 (4Q387, FR. 2 III, 4Q389, FR. 8 II): I HAVE DESPISED THEM AND THEY WILL AGAIN PERFORM EVIL AND EVIL WILL BE GREATER THAN [THE FORMER EVIL, AND THEY WILL BREACH] THE COVENANT WHICH I CONCLUDED WITH ABRAHAM AND WITH ISAAC AND WITH [JACOB. IN] THOSE [DAYS] A KING WILL RISE UP FOR THE NATIONS, A REVILER AND HE WILL DO EVIL. AND IN [HIS] DAYS I WILL [STOP] ISRAEL FROM BEING A PEOPLE...IN HIS DAYS I WILL BREAK THE KINGSHIP OF [EGYPT] ...AND I WILL BREAK ISRAEL AND I WILL DELIVER THEM TO THE SWORD, AND I WILL DESTROY THE LAND AND I WILL DISTANCE MAN AND WILL LEAVE THE LAND INTO THE HAND OF THE ANGELS OF HOSTILITIES. AND I WILL CONCEAL [MY] FACE FROM ISRAEL. AND THIS IS THE SIGN FOR THEM. ON THE DAY WHEN I WILL FORSAKE THE LAND...THE PRIESTS OF ISRAEL [WILL RETURN] TO WORSHIP OTHER GODS AND WILL PERFORM THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE [NATIONS] ...
4Q389, FR. 8 (4Q385A 4, 4Q387, 2 II-III, 4Q388A 7 II): 
II ... A REVILER AND HE WILL DO ABOMINATIONS. AND I WILL TEAR AWAY HIS KINGSHIP AND HE TOO WILL BE (DESTINED) TO (HOSTILE) KINGS. AND MY FACE WILL BE CONCEALED FROM ISRAEL AND [THE KINGSHIP] WILL RETURN TO MANY NATIONS. AND THE SONS OF ISRAEL WILL CRY BECAUSE OF THE HEAVY YOKE IN THE LANDS OF THEIR CAPTIVITY AND THERE WILL BE NO SAVIOUR FOR THEM BECAUSE THEY DESPISED MY DECREE AND THEIR SOUL LOATHED MY LAW. THEREFORE, I HAVE CONCEALED MY FACE FROM [THEM] UNTIL THEY HAVE COMPLETED THEIR INIQUITY. VACAT. AND, THIS IS THE SIGN FOR THEM REGARDING THE COMPLETION OF THEIR INIQUITY. [FOR] I HAVE FORSAKEN THE LAND BECAUSE OF THE PRIDE OF THEIR HEART TOWARDS ME AND THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN THAT I HAVE DESPISED THEM AND THEY WILL AGAIN PERFORM EVIL WHICH WILL BE GREATER THAN THE FORMER EVIL. AND THEY WILL BREACH THE COVENANT WHICH I CONCLUDED WITH ABRAHAM AND WITH ISAAC AND WITH [JACOB. IN] THOSE [DAYS] A KING WILL RISE UP FOR THE NATIONS, A REVILER AND HE WILL DO EVIL. AND IN [HIS] DAYS I WILL [STOP] ISRAEL FROM BEING A PEOPLE. IN HIS DAYS I WILL BREAK THE KINGSHIP OF [EGYPT] ...EGYPT AND I WILL BREAK ISRAEL AND I WILL DELIVER THEM TO THE SWORD...
4Q390, FR. I: ...AND AGAIN [I WILL GIVE THEM] INTO THE HAND OF THE SONS OF AARON...SEVENTY YEARS. AND THE SONS OF AARON WILL RULE OVER THEM, BUT THEY WILL NOT WALK [IN] MY WAYS WHICH I COMMAND YOU TO TESTIFY TO THEM. AND THEY WILL ALSO DO WHAT IS EVIL IN MY EYES JUST AS EVERYTHING THE ISRAELITES DID IN THE EARLIER DAYS OF THEIR KINGSHIP APART FROM THOSE WHO RETURN FIRST FROM THE LAND OF THEIR CAPTIVITY TO BUILD THE SANCTUARY. AND I WILL SPEAK TO THEM AND SEND TO THEM A COMMANDMENT AND THEY WILL UNDERSTAND ALL THAT THEY HAVE FORSAKEN, THEY AND THEIR FATHERS. AND FROM THE END OF THIS GENERATION IN THE SEVENTH JUBILEE OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THE LAND THEY WILL FORGET DECREE, FESTIVAL, SABBATH AND COVENANT. AND THEY WILL BREACH EVERYTHING AND WILL COMMIT EVIL IN MY EYES. AND I WILL CONCEAL MY FACE FROM THEM AND WILL GIVE THEM INTO THE HAND OF THEIR ENEMIES AND DELIVER [THEM] TO THE SWORD. BUT I WILL CAUSE REFUGEES TO REMAIN FROM AMONG THEM SO THAT [THEY SHOULD] NOT BE ANNIHILATED BY MY ANGER [AND] WHEN [MY] FACE IS CONCEALED FROM THEM. AND THE ANGELS OF HOSTILITIES WILL RULE OVER THEM AND...AND AGAIN THEY WILL COMMIT EVIL IN [MY] EYES AND THEY WILL WALK IN THE STUBBORNNESS OF THEIR HEART...
FR. 2 I: I: ...AND THE DOMINION OF BELIAL WILL BE ON THEM TO HAND THEM OVER TO THE SWORD FOR A WEEK OF YEARS...AND IN THAT JUBILEE, THEY WILL BREAK ALL MY PRECEPTS AND ALL MY COMMANDMENTS WHICH I WILL HAVE COMMANDED THEM...BY THE HAND OF MY SERVANTS THE PROPHETS, AND THEY WILL [START] TO CONTEND ONE WITH ANOTHER FOR SEVENTY YEARS FROM THE DAY OF BREAKING THE [LAW AND THE] COVENANT WHICH THEY WILL BREAK. I WILL GIVE THEM INTO THE HAND OF THE ANGELS OF PERSECUTIONS, AND THEY WILL RULE OVER THEM, AND THEY WILL NOT KNOW AND UNDERSTAND THAT I AM FURIOUS WITH THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS [BY WHICH THEY WILL HAVE FOR]SAKEN ME AND WILL HAVE DONE THAT WHICH IS EVIL IN MY EYES, AND WILL HAVE CHOSEN THAT WHICH I DO NOT DESIRE, STRIVING FOR WEALTH AND GAIN AND..., ONE STEALING THAT WHICH IS HIS FELLOW’S, AND ONE OPPRESSING ANOTHER. THEY WILL POLLUTE MY SANCTUARY [PROFANE MY SABBATHS]; THEY WILL FORGET MY APPOINTED TIMES AND WILL POLLUTE THEIR SEED. THEIR PRIESTS WILL ACT VIOLENTLY...
THE NEW JERUSALEM (4Q554-5, 5Q15, 1Q32, 2Q24, 4Q232, 11Q18)
FRAGMENTS BELONGING TO AN ARAMAIC WRITING DESCRIBING THE JERUSALEM OF THE ESCHATOLOGICAL AGE HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED IN CAVES 1 (1Q32), 2 (2Q24), 4 (4Q554—5), 5 (5Q15) AND 11 (11Q18). THERE ARE ALSO HEBREW FRAGMENTS LISTED UNDER 4Q232. THEY ARE ALL INSPIRED BY EZEKIEL XL-XLVIII (CF. ALSO REVELATION XXI). ON PALAEOGRAPHICAL CONSIDERATIONS, THE MANUSCRIPTS ARE THOUGHT TO DATE TO AROUND THE TURN OF THE ERA. THE VISIONARY RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS WORK ACCOMPANIES AN ANGELIC ‘SURVEYOR’ WHO MEASURES EVERYTHING IN THE NEW JERUSALEM, FROM THE SIZE OF THE BLOCKS OF HOUSES, THE AVENUES AND THE STREETS, TO THE DETAILED DIMENSIONS OF ROOMS, STAIRS AND WINDOWS. THE DIMENSIONS ARE GIVEN IN ‘REEDS’, EACH OF WHICH CONSISTS OF SEVEN ‘CUBITS’ BUT THERE SEEM TO HAVE BEEN TWO CUBITS IN USE AS ANCIENT JEWISH MEASUREMENTS, ONE APPROXIMATELY 20 INCHES (52 1 MM), THE OTHER 18 INCHES (446 MM) LONG. 
4Q554, FR. 1: I ... [AND THEY CALL THIS GATE GATE OF] SIMEON... [AND THEY CALL THIS GATE] GATE OF JOSEPH... [AND THEY CALL THIS GATE] GATE OF REUBEN... II: ...  [AND THEY] CALL [THE NAME OF] THIS (ONE) [GATE] OF NAPHTALI. AND FROM THIS GATE HE MEASURED TO THE [EASTERN] GATE 25 STADIA. AND THEY CALL THIS GATE GATE OF ASHER. AND HE MEASURED FROM THIS GATE TO THE EASTERN CORNER 25 STADIA. VACAT. AND HE LED ME INTO THE CITY, AND HE MEASURED EACH BLOCK OF HOUSES FOR ITS LENGTH AND WIDTH, FIFTY-ONE REEDS BY FIFTY-ONE, IN A SQUARE ALL. 
5Q15: I [ROUND] = 357 CUBITS TO EACH SIDE. A PASSAGE SURROUNDS THE BLOCK OF HOUSES, A STREET GALLERY, THREE REEDS = 21 CUBITS, (WIDE). [HE] THEN SHOWED ME THE DIMENSIONS OF [ALL] THE BLOCKS OF HOUSES. BETWEEN EACH BLOCK THERE IS A STREET, SIX REEDS = 42 CUBITS, WIDE. AND THE WIDTH OF THE AVENUES RUNNING FROM EAST TO WEST: TWO OF THEM ARE TEN REEDS = 70 CUBITS, WIDE. AND THE THIRD, THAT TO THE [LEF]T (I.E. NORTH) OF THE TEMPLE, MEASURES EIGHTEEN REEDS =126 CUBITS IN WIDTH. AND THE WIDTH OF THE STREETS RUNNING FROM SOUTH TO NORTH: TWO OF [THEM] HAVE NINE REEDS AND FOUR CUBITS = 67 CUBITS, EACH STREET. [AND THE] MIDDLE STREET PASSING THROUGH THE MIDDLE OF THE CITY, ITS [WIDTH MEASURES] THIRT[EEN] REE[DS] AND ONE CUBIT = 92 CUBITS. AND ALL [THE STREETS OF THE CITY] ARE PAVED WITH WHITE STONE...MARBLE AND JASPER. AND HE SHOWED ME THE DIMENSIONS OF THE EIGHTY [SIDE-DOORS]. THE WIDTH OF THE SIDE-DOORS IS TWO REEDS, = 14 CUBITS, ...EACH DOOR HAS TWO WINGS OF STONE. THE WIDTH OF THE WING IS [ONE] REED [= 7 CUBITS.] AND HE SHOWED ME [THE DIMENSIONS] OF THE TWELVE ENTRANCES. THE WIDTH OF THEIR DOORS ARE THREE REEDS [= 21] CUBITS. EACH DOOR HAS TWO [WINGS]. THE WIDTH OF THE WING IS ONE REED AND A HALF = 10 CUBITS...AND BESIDE EACH DOOR THERE ARE TWO TOWERS, ONE TO THE RIGHT AND ONE TO THE LEFT. ITS WIDTH [IS OF THE SAME DIMENSION AS] ITS LENGTH, [FIVE REEDS BY FIVE = 35 CUBITS. THE STAIRS BESIDE] THE INSIDE DOOR, ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE TOWERS, [RISE] TO THE TOP OF THE TOWERS. THEIR WIDTH IS FIVE CUBITS. THE TOWERS AND THE STAIRS ARE FIVE REEDS BY FIVE AND FIVE CUBITS = 40 [CUBITS], ON EACH SIDE OF THE DOOR. [AND HE SHOWED ME THE DIMENSIONS OF THE DOORS OF THE BLOCKS OF HOUSES. THEIR WIDTH] IS TWO REEDS = 14 CUBITS. AND THE WIDTH... [AND HE MEASURED] THE WIDTH OF EACH THRESHOLD: TWO REEDS = 14 CUBITS, [AND THE LINTEL: ONE CUBIT. AND HE MEASURED ABOVE EACH] THRESHOLD ITS WINGS. AND HE MEASURED BEYOND THE THRESHOLD. ITS LENGTH IS [THIRTEEN] CUBITS [AND ITS WIDTH TEN CUBITS.] [AND HE] LED ME BEYOND THE THRESHOLD. [AND BEHOLD] ANOTHER THRESHOLD, AND A DOOR NEXT TO THE INNER WALL [ON THE RIGHT SIDE, OF THE SAME DIMENSIONS AS THE OUTER DOOR. ITS WIDTH] IS FOUR CUBITS, [ITS] HEIGHT SEVEN [CUBITS], AND IT HAS TWO WINGS. AND IN FRONT OF THIS DOOR THERE IS [AN ENTRANCE THRESHOLD. ITS WIDTH IS ONE REED] = 7 II [CUBITS]. AND THE LENGTH OF THE ENTRANCE IS TWO REEDS = 14 CUBITS, AND ITS HEIGHT IS TWO REEDS = 14 CUBITS. [AND THE DOOR] FACING THE OTHER DOOR OPENING INTO THE BLOCK OF HOUSES HAS THE SAME DIMENSIONS AS THE OUTER DOOR. ON THE LEFT OF THIS ENTRANCE, HE SHOWED [ME] A ROUND [STAIRCASE]. ITS LENGTH IS OF THE SAME DIMENSION AS ITS WIDTH: TWO REEDS BY TWO =14 CUBITS. THE DOORS (OF THE STAIRCASE) FACING THE OTHER DOORS ARE OF THE SAME DIMENSIONS. AND A PILLAR IS INSIDE THE STAIRCASE AROUND WHICH THE STAIRS RISE; ITS WIDTH AND DEPTH ARE SIX CUBITS BY SIX, A SQUARE. AND THE STAIRS WHICH RISE BESIDE IT, THEIR WIDTH IS FOUR CUBITS, AND THEY RISE IN A SPIRAL [TO] A HEIGHT OF [TWO] REEDS TO [THE ROOF]. AND HE LED ME [INTO] THE BLOCK OF HOUSES, AND HE SHOWED ME THE HOUSES THERE. FROM ONE DOOR TO THE OTHER, THERE ARE FIFTEEN: EIGHT ON ONE SIDE AS FAR AS THE CORNER, AND SEVEN FROM THE CORNER TO THE OTHER DOOR. THE LENGTH OF THE HOUSES IS THREE REEDS = 21 CUBITS, AND THEIR WIDTH, TWO REEDS = 14 CUBITS. LIKEWISE, FOR ALL THE CHAMBERS; AND THEIR HEIGHT IS TWO [REEDS] = 1[4] CUBITS, [AND THEIR DOORS ARE IN THE MIDDLE.] (THEIR) WIDTH IS TWO REEDS = 1[4] CUBITS. [AND HE MEASURED THE WIDTH (OF THE ROOMS) IN THE MIDDLE] OF THE HOUSE, AND INSIDE THE UPPER FLOOR: FOUR [CUBITS]. LENGTH AND HEIGHT: ONE REED = 7 CUBITS. [AND HE SHOWED] ME THE DIMENSIONS OF THE DINING-HALLS. EACH HAS [A LENGTH] OF NINETEEN CUBITS [AND A WIDTH] OF TWELVE [CUBITS]. EACH CONTAINS TWENTY-TWO COUCHES AND ELEVEN WINDOWS OF LATTICE-WORK (?) ABOVE [THE COUCHES]. AND NEXT TO THE HALL IS AN OUTER CONDUIT. [AND HE MEASURED] THE...OF THE WINDOW: ITS HEIGHT, TWO CUBITS; [ITS WIDTH: ...CUBITS;] AND ITS DEPTH IS THAT OF THE WIDTH OF THE WALL. [THE HEIGHT OF THE INNER (ASPECT OF THE WINDOW) IS...CUBITS, AND THAT OF THE OUTER (ASPECT), ...CUBITS.] [AND HE MEASURED THE L]IM[IT]S OF THE... [THEIR LENGTH] IS NINETEEN [CUBITS] AND [THEIR] WIDTH, [TWELVE CUBITS] ...
11Q18, FR. 20: ON EVERY SEVENTH DAY A MEMORIAL OFFERING OF BREAD. AND THEY SHALL TAKE THE BREAD OUTSIDE THE TEMPLE TO THE RIGHT OF ITS WEST SIDE AND IT SHALL BE DIVIDED. AND I LOOKED UNTIL IT WAS DIVIDED AMONG THE EIGHTY-FOUR PRIESTS FROM ALL THE SEVEN DIVISIONS OF THE TABLES...THE OLDEST AMONG THEM AND FOURTEEN PRIESTS...PRIEST. TWO (LOAVES) OF BREAD WITH INCENSE [ON] THEM. I LOOKED UNTIL ONE OF THE TWO (LOAVES OF) BREAD WAS GIVEN TO THE HIGH PRIEST...WITH HIM. AND THE OTHER WAS GIVEN TO HIS DEPUTY WHO STOOD NEAR (?) ...
PSEUDO-EZEKIELA-D (4Q385, 386, 385B, 388, 385C)
AN APOCRYPHAL WORK, MODELLED ON THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL, HAS SURVIVED IN FIVE CAVE 4 MANUSCRIPTS. IT CONSISTS OF EXCHANGES BETWEEN GOD AND THE PROPHET, WHO IS SEVERAL TIMES NAMED. THE ESCHATOLOGICAL MATERIAL OF 4Q385 INCLUDES, AMONG OTHERS, EZEKIEL’S VISION OF THE DRY BONES AND THE CHARIOT PASSAGE. ON THE BASIS OF ITS SCRIPT, 4Q385 IS DATED TO THE LATE HASMONAEAN OR EARLY HERODIAN ERA, I.E. ROUGHLY TO MID-FIRST CENTURY BCE. THERE IS NOTHING OBVIOUSLY SECTARIAN IN THE DOCUMENT. 4Q386 ALSO DEALS WITH THE VISION OF THE DRY BONES (EZEK. XXXVII) AND THE FUTURE OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL. 4Q385B IS BUILT ON EZEKIEL’S PROPHECY AGAINST EGYPT (EZEK. XXX, 1-3) AND 4Q388 ALLUDES ONCE MORE TO THE DRY BONES AND THE FINAL BATTLE. 4Q385C CONSISTS OF SEVEN UNIDENTIFIED SCRAPS. 
4Q385, FR. 2 (=4Q386, FR. 1 I, 4Q388, FR. 7): [‘AND THEY WILL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD] WHO REDEEMS MY PEOPLE, GIVING THEM THE COVENANT.’ VACAT [AND I SAID, ‘LORD,] I HAVE SEEN MANY FROM ISRAEL WHO HAVE LOVED THY NAME AND WALKED [IN] THE WAYS [OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (?), AND] WHEN WILL [THESE] THINGS COME TO PASS? AND HOW WILL THEIR PIETY BE REWARDED?’ AND THE LORD SAID TO ME, ‘I WILL MAKE THE SONS OF ISRAEL SEE AND THEY WILL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD.’ VACAT [AND HE SAID,] ‘SON OF MAN, PROPHESY CONCERNING THE BONES, AND SAY, [“COME TOGETHER, A BONE TO ITS BONE, AND A BIT [TO ITS BIT.”’ AND] SO IT CAME TO PASS. AND HE SAID A SECOND TIME, ‘PROPHESY, AND LET SINEWS COME ON THEM, AND LET SKIN SPREAD OVER THEM ABOVE.’ [AND] SO IT CAME TO PASS. AND HE SAID AGAIN, ‘PROPHESY CONCERNING THE FOUR WINDS OF HEAVEN AND LET THE WINDS OF HEAVEN BLOW [ON THEM AND THEY SHALL LIVE].’ AND A GREAT CROWD OF MEN REVIVED AND BLESSED THE LORD OF HOSTS WHO MADE THEM LIVE. AND I SAID, ‘LORD, WHEN WILL THESE THINGS COME TO PASS?’ AND THE LORD SAID TO ME, ‘...A TREE WILL BEND AND STAND UP...
FR. 3: ...LORD. AND ALL THE PEOPLE STOOD UP...PRAISING THE LORD OF HOSTS. I ALSO S[POK]E WITH THEM... VACAT. AND THE LORD SPOKE TO ME: ‘SON OF MAN, SAY TO THEM... [IN] THEIR [GRAVES] THEY SHALL LIE UNTIL... [FROM] THEIR TOMBS AND FROM THE LAND...
FR.4: ...INSTEAD OF MY GRIEF REJOICE MY SOUL. AND THE DAYS WILL HASTEN QUICKLY UNTIL MEN WILL SAY, ‘ARE NOT THE DAYS QUICKENING SO THAT THE SONS OF ISRAEL MAY INHERIT?’ AND THE LORD SAID TO ME, ‘I WILL NOT TURN AWAY YOUR FACE, EZEKIEL. BE[HOLD,] I WILL SHORTEN THE DAYS AND THE YEARS...A LITTLE, AS YOU HAVE SAID TO [ME] ... [FOR] THE MOUTH OF THE LORD HAS SPOKEN THESE (WORDS).’ ...
FR. 6: ...THE VISION THAT EZEKIEL SAW...THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE CHARIOT. AND FOUR LIVING CREATURES... [AND WHEN ADVANCING THEY DO NOT TURN] BACK. EVERY LIVING CREATURE, WALKS ON TWO (LEGS) AND [ITS] TWO LEGS...THERE WAS BREATH AND THEIR FACES ARE PARALLEL (?). [AND THE LIKENESS] OF THE FACES: ONE IS A LION, ONE AN EAGLE, ONE A CALF AND ONE A MAN. THERE WAS [A HAND (?)] OF A MAN ATTACHED TO THE BACK OF THE LIVING CREATURES AND STUCK TO...AND THE WHEELS. A WHEEL WAS ATTACHED TO ANOTHER WHEN THEY ADVANCED AND FROM BOTH SIDES OF THE WHEELS THERE WERE COALS OF FIRE AND THERE WERE IN THE MIDST OF THE COALS LIVING CREATURES LIKE COALS OF FIRE...AND THE WHEELS AND THE LIVING CREATURES AND THE WHEELS...
4Q386, FR. 1 II-III: II: ...THE EARTH AND THEY WILL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD. VACAT AND HE SAID TO ME: CONSIDER, SON OF MAN, THE LAND OF ISRAEL. AND I SAID: I HAVE SEEN IT, LORD, AND BEHOLD IT IS DRY. WHEN WILT THOU GATHER THEM? THE LORD SAID: A SON OF BELIAL IS PLANNING TO OPPRESS MY PEOPLE BUT I WILL NOT PERMIT HIM. HIS RESIDUE WILL NOT PERSIST, AND FROM THE IMPURE NO SEED SHALL REMAIN. FROM THE CAPER NO WINE WILL COME NOR WILL A WASP (?) MAKE ANY HONEY. AND I WILL SLAY THE WICKED IN MEMPHIS AND I WILL BRING MY SONS OUT OF MEMPHIS AND TURN FAVOURABLY TOWARDS THEIR REMNANT. AS THEY SAY: THERE IS PEACE AND (QUIET?); THEY ALSO SAY: THE EARTH IS AS IT WAS IN THE DAYS OF... [IN THE DAYS] OF OLD. THEN I WILL STIR UP HEAT AGAINST THEM FROM THE FOUR DIRECTIONS OF HEAVEN ... DEVOURING FIRE... III: HE WILL HAVE NO MERCY ON THE POOR AND WILL BRING THEM TO BABYLON. BABYLON IS LIKE A CUP IN THE HAND OF THE LORD, IN TIME HE WILL CAST IT AWAY...
4Q385B: AND THESE ARE THE WORDS OF EZEKIEL. AND THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO ME, SAYING: ‘SON OF MAN, PROPHESY AND SAY, BEHOLD THE DAY OF PERDITION OF THE NATIONS IS COMING...EGYPT AND ANGUISH WILL BE IN PUT AND THE SWORD IN EGYPT...WILL SHAKE ITSELF AND ETHIOPIA AND PUT AND THE POWERFUL OF ARABIA...OF ARABIA WILL FALL AT THE GATES OF EGYPT...
THE PRAYER OF NABONIDUS (4Q242)
WHILE THE BOOK OF DANIEL (IV) WRITES OF THE MIRACULOUS RECOVERY OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR AFTER AN ILLNESS WHICH LASTED SEVEN YEARS, THIS INTERESTING ARAMAIC COMPOSITION TELLS A SIMILAR STORY ABOUT THE LAST KING OF BABYLON, NABONIDUS. THE PRINCIPAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO IS THAT NEBUCHADNEZZAR WAS CURED BY GOD HIMSELF WHEN HE RECOGNIZED HIS SOVEREIGNTY, WHEREAS A JEWISH EXORCIST HEALED NABONIDUS BY TEACHING HIM THE TRUTH AND FORGIVING HIS SINS. THIS CONSIDERS THE WORK TO BE OLDER THAN DANIEL, BUT A LATE SECOND OR EARLY FIRST-CENTURY BCE DATING SEEMS TO BE LESS ADVENTUROUS (‘PRIÈRE DE NABONIDE ET AUTRES ÉCRITS D’UN CYCLE DE DANIEL’, RB 63 (1956), 407-11). CF. ALSO JESUS THE JEW, LONDON, 1973, 67-8.  
THE WORDS OF THE PRAYER UTTERED BY NABUNAI KING OF THE LAND OF BABYLON, [THE GREAT] KING, [WHEN HE WAS AFFLICTED] WITH AN EVIL ULCER IN TEIMAN BY DECREE OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. I WAS AFFLICTED [WITH AN EVIL ULCER] FOR SEVEN YEARS...AND AN EXORCIST PARDONED MY SINS. HE WAS A JEW FROM [AMONG THE CHILDREN OF THE EXILE OF JUDAH, AND HE SAID], ‘RECOUNT THIS IN WRITING TO [GLORIFY AND EXALT] THE NAME OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]’. AND I WROTE THIS]: ‘I WAS AFFLICTED WITH AN [EVIL] ULCER IN TEIMAN BY DECREE OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. FOR SEVEN YEARS I PRAYED TO THE GODS OF SILVER AND GOLD, [BRONZE AND IRON], WOOD AND STONE AND CLAY, BECAUSE [I BELIEVED] THAT THEY WERE GODS...
PARA-DANIELIC WRITINGS (4Q243-5)
IN ADDITION TO THE PRAYER OF NABONIDUS, CAVE 4 HAS REVEALED FURTHER ARAMAIC REMAINS OF A COMPOSITION AKIN TO THE BIBLICAL BOOK OF DANIEL, WITH THREE EXPLICIT MENTIONS OF THE NAME DANIEL, WHO APPEARS TO BE THE NARRATOR OF THE STORY. ANOTHER PERSONALITY, BALAKROS, FIGURES IN 4Q243. THIS TENTATIVELY IDENTIFIED HIM WITH THE SELEUCID RULER ALEXANDER BALAS, THE PATRON OF JONATHAN MACCABAEUS. ONE OF THE FRAGMENTS OF 4Q245 REPRESENTS A LIST OF PRIESTS, INCLUDING POSSIBLY THE MACCABEE BROTHERS, JONATHAN AND SIMON, AND KINGS. THE REMAINING PIECES ARE TOO SMALL FOR TRANSLATION. 
4Q243, FR. 3 COMBINED WITH 4Q244: ...THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL CHOSE THEMSELVES RATHER THAN GOD AND THEY SACRIFICED THEIR SONS TO THE DEMONS OF IDOLATRY. GOD WAS ENRAGED AGAINST THEM AND DETERMINED TO SURRENDER THEM TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR, KING OF BABEL AND TO DEVASTATE THEIR LAND...
4Q245, FR. 1, I-II: ...DANIEL...THE BOOK GIVEN...LEVI, QAHAT...BUKKI, UZZI...ZADOK, ABIATHAR...HILKIAH...ONIAS, JONATHAN, SIMON...AND DAVID, SOLOMON...AHAZIAH, JOASH…
THE FOUR KINGDOMS (4Q552-3)
PARTLY OVERLAPPING REMAINS OF TWO MANUSCRIPTS OF AN ARAMAIC WORK FURTHER TESTIFY TO THE EXISTENCE OF A RICH PARA-DANIELIC LITERATURE. THESE POORLY PRESERVED DOCUMENTS ALLUDE TO THE STORY OF THE FOUR EMPIRES (DAN. VII-VIII) IN THE FORM OF A METAPHOR OF FOUR TREES. 
4Q552, FR. 1 II: ... [I SAW AN ANGEL] II: STANDING ON WHOM LIGHT (SHONE) AND FOUR TREES [STOOD BY] HIM. AND THE TREES ROSE AND MOVED AWAY FROM HIM. AND HE SAID TO [ME: DO YOU SEE] THIS SHAPE? AND I SAID: YES. I SEE IT AND CONSIDER IT. AND I SAW THE TREE...PLACED. AND I ASKED IT: WHAT IS YOUR NAME? AND IT SAID TO ME: BABEL. AND I SAID TO IT: ARE YOU THE ONE WHO RULES OVER PERSIA? AND I SAW ANOTHER TREE...AND I ASKED IT: WHAT IS YOUR NAME? [AND IT SAID TO ME: ...AND I SAID TO IT: ARE YOU THE ONE WHO RULES OVER ALL THE POWERS OF THE SEA AND OVER THE PORTS [AND OVER] ...? [AND I SAW] THE THIRD TREE [AND] I SAID TO [IT: WHAT IS YOUR NAME AND WHY] IS YOUR APPEARANCE...
AN ARAMAIC APOCALYPSE (4Q246)
SURNAMED THE ‘SON OF GOD FRAGMENT’, 4Q246, WITH ITS INTRIGUING PHRASES ‘SON OF GOD’ AND ‘SON OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]’, RECALLING LUKE I, 32, 35, HAS BEEN IN THE CENTRE OF LEARNED AND POPULAR SPECULATION. ON PALAEOGRAPHICAL GROUNDS THE SCRIPT IS DATED TO THE FINAL DECADES OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. FOUR COMPETING INTERPRETATIONS OF THE ‘SON OF GOD’ FIGURE HAVE BEEN PROPOSED: THE TITLE IS TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE SELEUCID RULER, ALEXANDER BALAS, IT DESIGNATES A JEWISH, POSSIBLY HASMONAEAN, KING, WITH A POSSIBLE ‘MESSIANIC UNDERTONE’ IN THE USE OF ‘SON OF GOD’,  THE ANTICHRIST, STILL APOCALYPTICALLY, BUT IN A POSITIVE SENSE, THIS ARGUED IN FAVOUR OF AN ANGELIC IDENTITY, THE ‘SON OF GOD’ IS EITHER THE HEAVENLY MELCHIZEDEK OR MICHAEL, THE PRINCE OF LIGHT. THE EDITOR HAS DECIDED TO SIT ON THE FENCE AND APPLIES THE TITLE TO EITHER THE FUTURE DAVIDIC MESSIAH OR A HISTORICAL SELEUCID PRETENDER. THE OVERALL MESSAGE OF THE FRAGMENT RECALLS THE APOCALYPTIC SECTION OF THE BOOK OF DANIEL. A DANIEL-LIKE PERSON, REFERRED TO IN COLUMN 1, IS TO EXPLAIN TO A KING SEATED ON A THRONE A VISION OR DREAM ALLUDING TO WARS INVOLVING ASSYRIA AND EGYPT, AND THE ARRIVAL OF A FINAL RULER, SERVED BY ALL, AND CALLED BY THEM, OR DESIGNATING HIMSELF, ‘SON OF GOD’. BUT THE TRIUMPH OF PEACE IS NOT ATTRIBUTED TO HIM - HIS REIGN IS RATHER CHARACTERIZED BY INTERNECINE STRUGGLE BETWEEN NATIONS AND PROVINCES BUT TO THE GREAT GOD, HELPING ‘THE PEOPLE OF GOD’ (CF. DAN. VII, 22, 29), WHOSE DOMINION OVER MANKIND IS DECLARED ETERNAL (CF. DAN. VII, 14) AND FREE FROM THE SWORD. RELYING MAINLY ON THE EVIDENCE OF THE EXISTING TEXT, RATHER THAN ON HYPOTHETICAL RECONSTRUCTIONS OF MISSING PASSAGES, I SEE IN THE ‘SON OF GOD’ OF 4Q246 NEITHER FLUSSER’S ANTICHRIST, NOR THE STRAIGHT HISTORICAL INDIVIDUAL OF THE MILIK-PUECH VARIETY, BUT THE LAST HISTORICO-APOCALYPTIC SOVEREIGN OF THE ULTIMATE WORLD EMPIRE WHO, LIKE HIS MODEL, ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES IN DAN. XI, 36-7, IS EXPECTED TO PROCLAIM HIMSELF AND BE WORSHIPPED AS A GOD (SEE JJS 43, 1992, 301-3). 
I: ... [THE SPIRIT OF GOD] DWELT ON HIM, HE FELL DOWN BEFORE THE THRONE...O KING, YOU ARE ANGRY FOR EVER AND YOUR YEARS...YOUR VISION AND ALL. FOR EVER YOU...THE GREAT ONES. AN OPPRESSION WILL COME TO THE EARTH...A GREAT MASSACRE IN THE PROVINCES...THE KING OF ASSYRIA AND EGYPT...HE WILL BE GREAT ON EARTH...WILL MAKE AND ALL WILL SERVE...HE WILL BE CALLED (OR: CALL HIMSELF) GRAND...AND BY HIS NAME HE WILL BE DESIGNATED (OR: DESIGNATE HIMSELF). II: THE SON OF GOD HE WILL BE PROCLAIMED (OR: PROCLAIM HIMSELF) AND THE SON OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] THEY WILL CALL HIM. LIKE THE SPARKS OF THE VISION, SO WILL BE THEIR KINGDOM. THEY WILL REIGN FOR YEARS ON THE EARTH AND THEY WILL TRAMPLE ALL. PEOPLE WILL TRAMPLE PEOPLE (CF. DAN. VII, 23) AND ONE PROVINCE ANOTHER PROVINCE VACAT UNTIL THE PEOPLE OF GOD WILL ARISE AND ALL WILL REST FROM THE SWORD. THEIR (THE PEOPLE OF GOD’S) KINGDOM WILL BE AN ETERNAL KINGDOM (CF. DAN. VII, 27) AND ALL THEIR PATH WILL BE IN TRUTH. THEY WILL JUD[GE] THE EARTH IN TRUTH AND ALL WILL MAKE PEACE. THE SWORD WILL CEASE FROM THE EARTH, AND ALL THE PROVINCES WILL PAY HOMAGE TO THEM. THE GREAT GOD (CF. DAN. II, 45) IS THEIR HELPER. HE WILL WAGE WAR FOR THEM. HE WILL GIVE PEOPLES INTO THEIR HANDS AND ALL OF THEM (THE PEOPLES) HE WILL CAST BEFORE THEM (THE PEOPLE OF GOD). THEIR DOMINION WILL BE AN ETERNAL DOMINION (DAN. VII, 14) AND ALL THE BOUNDARIES OF...
PROTO-ESTHER (?) (4Q550)
A NUMBER OF BADLY DAMAGED FRAGMENTS OF AN ARAMAIC WRITING REPORT EVENTS SAID TO HAVE OCCURRED IN THE PERSIAN COURT, THUS RECALLING THE BIBLICAL STORY OF ESTHER. THE SCRIPT IS DATED TO THE SECOND HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE. IN A VERY LEARNED, BUT EQUALLY CONJECTURAL, MANNER, HAS RECONSTRUCTED THE BACKGROUND OF THE NARRATIVE, EVEN RESTORING THE NAME OF ESTHER FROM AN INCOMPLETE WORD BEGINNING WITH THE LETTERS, ALEPH AND SAMEKH. HE HAS THUS DISCOVERED AN ARAMAIC MODEL OF ESTHER AT QUMRAN, ALTHOUGH NO REMAINS OF THE CANONICAL BOOK OF ESTHER HAVE SO FAR BEEN FOUND THERE. THE WRITING AS DOCUMENTS OF DARIUS AND CLASSIFIES IT AS A LEGENDARY ACCOUNT RELATING TO DARIUS I AND XERXES, KINGS OF PERSIA, WHO APPARENTLY WORSHIPPED THE GOD OF THE JEWS. 
4QPROTO-ESTHERA: ...AND THEY LISTEN TO PATIREZA, YOUR FATHER...AND AMID THE OFFICIALS OF THE ROYAL APPAREL...TO WORK IN THE SERVICE OF THE KING IN ACCORDANCE WITH ALL THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED...IN THAT HOUR THE KING COULD NOT GO TO SLEEP (LITERALLY, HIS SPIRIT WAS STRETCHED) AND HE COMMANDED THAT THE BOOKS OF HIS FATHER BE READ BEFORE HIM. AND AMONG THE BOOKS THERE WAS A SCROLL THE MOUTH OF WHICH [WAS] SEALED WITH SEVEN SEALS BY THE SIGNET-RING OF HIS FATHER DARIUS THE HEADING OF WHICH...DARIUS THE KING TO THE OFFICIALS OF THE KINGDOM, PEACE. IT WAS OPENED AND READ AND IN IT WAS FOUND: ...DARIUS THE KING TO THE KINGS WHO WILL REIGN AFTER ME AND TO THE OFFICIALS OF THE KINGDOM, PEACE. IT SHOULD BE KNOWN TO YOU THAT EVERY TORMENTOR AND LIAR...
PROTO-ESTHERD
III: THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WHOM YOU (JEWS) FEAR AND WORSHIP RULES OVER THE WHOLE EARTH. EVERYONE WHOM HE WISHES (COMES) NEAR. BAGASRO...WHOEVER SPEAKS AN EVIL WORD AGAINST BAGASRO [WILL BE] PUT TO DEATH FOR THERE IS NO-ONE TO DESTROY HIS GOOD FOREVER...
LIST OF FALSE PROPHETS (4Q339)
THIS IS A BRIEF LIST OF FALSE PROPHETS, RECORDED IN ARAMAIC AND PALAEOGRAPHICALLY HERODIAN IN DATE. THE FIRST SIX NAMES COME FROM THE BIBLE. THE LAST TWO LINES ARE COMPLETED BY THE EDITOR AS ‘HANANIAH SON OF AZUR’ (JER. XXVIII, 1) AND ‘A PROPHET FROM GIBEON’, INTERPRETED AS THE CONTINUATION OF THE DESCRIPTION OF HANANIAH (SEE IBID.). ONE MAY OBJECT TO THIS RECONSTRUCTION THAT ALL THE PREVIOUS NAMES OCCUPY A SINGLE LINE. THE NAME OF YOHANAN BEN SHIM’ON, I.E. JOHN HYRCANUS I, SON OF SIMON MACCABAEUS, HAS BEEN SUGGESTED BY A. ROFE AND E. QIMRON. HYRCANUS I WAS THOUGHT TO HAVE BEEN ENDOWED WITH PROPHETIC GIFTS (CF. JOSEPHUS, JEWISH WAR I, 68-9; ANTIQUITIES XIII, 300), BUT THE ANTIHASMONAEAN QUMRAN SECT WOULD HAVE CONDEMNED HIM AS A FALSE PROPHET. THIS IDENTIFICATION IS DISTINCTLY POSSIBLE, BUT OWING TO THE FRAGMENTARY STATE OF THE LINE THE READING IS PURELY CONJECTURAL. 
THE LYING PROPHETS WHO AROSE IN [ISRAEL: BALAAM [SON] OF BEOR (NUM. XXII-XXIV); [THE] ELDER FROM BETHEL (1 KGS XIII, 11-31); ZEDEKIAH SON OF KENAANAH (1 KGS XXII, 11); AHAB SON OF KOLIAH (JER. XXIX, 21); ZEDEKIAH SON OF MAASEIAH (IBID.); SHEMAIAH THE NEHLEMITE (JER. XXIX, 24); ...UR; ... ‘ON.
LIST OF NETINIM (4Q340)
A BADLY MUTILATED FRAGMENT, DATED TO THE FIRST HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY BCE, LISTS THE TEMPLE SERVANTS OR NETINIM REFERRED TO IN THE BIBLICAL BOOKS OF 1 CHRONICLES, EZRA AND NEHEMIAH. THE TEXT IS TOO BROKEN TO MAKE GOOD READING, BUT IT PROVES THAT SUCH LISTS WERE IN CIRCULATION IN LATE SECOND TEMPLE TIMES. 
THESE ARE THE NETINIM WHO HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED BY [THEIR] NAMES: ITHRA AND... TOBIAH.
THE COPPER SCROLL (3Q15)
THE COPPER SCROLL (3Q15), WHICH HAS STIMULATED MUCH CURIOSITY AND SPECULATION, WAS FOUND BY ARCHAEOLOGISTS IN CAVE 3 DURING THE EXCAVATIONS OF 1952, BUT THE METAL HAD BECOME SO BADLY OXIDIZED DURING THE COURSE OF THE CENTURIES THAT THE SCROLL COULD NOT BE UNFOLDED. IT WAS THEREFORE SENT THE MANCHESTER COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY WHO, IN 1956, CAREFULLY DIVIDED IT INTO LONGITUDINAL STRIPS AND, IN THE SAME YEAR, RETURNED IT TO JORDAN. IT IS PART OF THE TREASURES OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM OF AMMAN. THE HEBREW TEXT, REPRESENTING TWELVE COLUMNS OF SCRIPT, WAS PUBLISHED IN 1962. IT WAS PRECEDED BY A LESS TRUSTWORTHY EDITION, THE TREASURE OF THE COPPER SCROLL, LONDON, 1960. THE INSCRIPTION LISTS SIXTY-FOUR HIDING-PLACES, IN JERUSALEM AND IN VARIOUS DISTRICTS OF PALESTINE, WHERE GOLD, SILVER, TEMPLE OFFERINGS, SCROLLS, ETC., ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN DEPOSITED. IT RECKONED THAT THE TREASURE AMOUNTED TO OVER THREE THOUSAND TALENTS OF SILVER, NEARLY ONE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED TALENTS OF GOLD, SIXTY-FIVE BARS OF GOLD, SIX HUNDRED AND EIGHT PITCHERS CONTAINING SILVER, AND SIX HUNDRED AND NINETEEN GOLD AND SILVER VESSELS. IN OTHER WORDS, USING THE POST-BIBLICAL VALUE OF THE TALENT AS A YARD-STICK, THE TOTAL WEIGHT OF PRECIOUS METAL MUST HAVE ADDED UP TO SIXTY-FIVE TONS OF SILVER AND TWENTY-SIX TONS OF GOLD. WHO COULD HAVE POSSESSED SUCH A FORTUNE? WAS THERE EVER ANY TRUTH IN IT? THE ANSWER IS IN THE NEGATIVE. IN THIS VIEW, THE EXAGGERATED SUMS INDICATE THAT THE SCROLL IS A WORK OF FICTION AND THAT ITS CHIEF INTEREST TO SCHOLARS LIES IN THE FIELDS OF LINGUISTICS AND TOPOGRAPHY. HE DATES IT FROM ABOUT 100 CE, THUS RULING OUT ANY CONNECTION WITH THE REST OF THE QUMRAN WRITINGS SINCE THE LATTER WERE PLACED IN THE CAVES NOT LATER THAN 68 CE. THE TREASURE WAS A REAL ONE ACCORDING TO OTHER SCHOLARS, REPRESENTING THE FORTUNE OF THE ESSENES OR THE TEMPLE TREASURE. THE ZEALOTS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONCEALMENT OF THE GOLD AND SILVER AND FOR THE WRITING OF THE SCROLL. IT HAS ALSO BEEN SUGGESTED THAT WE ARE DEALING HERE WITH FUNDS COLLECTED FOR THE REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE AFTER 70 CE, OR WITH THE HIDDEN TREASURE OF BAR KOKHBA, LEADER OF THE SECOND JEWISH REVOLUTION AGAINST ROME IN 132-5 CE. THE ARGUMENT WOULD CERTAINLY SEEM TO ACCOUNT FOR THE VAST QUANTITIES OF TREASURE MENTIONED. IT DOES NOT, HOWEVER, EXPLAIN TWO OF THE DOCUMENT’S MOST STRIKING CHARACTERISTICS, NAMELY, THE DRY REALISM OF ITS STYLE, VERY DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF ANCIENT LEGENDS, AND THE FACT THAT IT IS RECORDED ON COPPER INSTEAD OF ON THE LESS EXPENSIVE LEATHER OR PAPYRUS. FOR IF IT IS, IN FACT, A SORT OF FAIRY-STORY, THE PRESENT TEXT CAN ONLY REPRESENT THE OUTLINE OF SUCH A TALE, AND WHO IN THEIR SENSES WOULD HAVE ENGRAVED THEIR LITERARY NOTES ON VALUABLE METAL? THE CONTENTION THAT THE TREASURE WAS A REAL ONE IS SUPPORTED BY THE VERY ARGUMENTS WHICH UNDERMINE THE OTHER. FROM THE BUSINESS-LIKE APPROACH, AND THE ENDURING MATERIAL ON WHICH THE CATALOGUE IS INSCRIBED, IT MIGHT SENSIBLY BE SUPPOSED THAT THE WRITER WAS NOT INDULGING SOME FRIVOLOUS DREAM. AGAIN, IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THE COPPER SCROLL WAS FOUND AMONG WRITINGS KNOWN TO COME FROM QUMRAN, DUPONT-SOMMER AND GORANSON WOULD APPEAR JUSTIFIED IN ALLOCATING THE FORTUNE TO THE ESSENES. IT REQUIRES, BY COMPARISON, A STRONG FEAT OF THE IMAGINATION TO ACCEPT THAT ALL THIS WEALTH BELONGED ORIGINALLY TO THE TREASURE CHAMBERS OF THE TEMPLE, AND THAT IT WAS PLACED IN HIDING, IN A HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT, IN 68 CE, BEFORE, THAT IS TO SAY, THERE WAS ANY IMMEDIATE DANGER TO THE CAPITAL CITY OF JERUSALEM. ALLEGRO BYPASSED THIS OBJECTION BY PRESUMING THAT, AS QUMRAN WAS BY THEN IN THE HANDS OF THE ZEALOTS, IT WAS NO LONGER UNFRIENDLY TO THE JERUSALEM AUTHORITIES. BUT IT HAS NOT YET BEEN EXPLAINED WHY THE SACK OF THE TEMPLE AND CITY SHOULD HAVE BEEN FORESEEN, AND PROVIDED FOR, SO EARLY. IN FAVOUR OF THE TEMPLE TREASURE HYPOTHESIS, IT IS NEVERTHELESS POSSIBLE TO ENVISAGE THAT THE JERUSALEM SANCTUARY POSSESSED SUCH RICHES AS THESE, WHEREAS, UNDOUBTEDLY TRUE REMARKS CONCERNING THE APPARENT COMPATIBILITY OF RELIGIOUS POVERTY AND FAT REVENUES, IT IS STILL HARD TO ACCEPT THAT THE ESSENES, A RELATIVELY SMALL COMMUNITY, SHOULD HAVE AMASSED SUCH DISPROPORTIONATE WEALTH. THIS IS ALL THAT CAN SAFELY BE SAID OF THE COPPER SCROLL AT THE PRESENT TIME. FURTHER STUDY OF THE ORIGINAL WILL ALLOW SCHOLARS TO IMPROVE MANY OF THE READINGS. MEANWHILE STUDENTS OF QUMRAN ARE CONSIDERABLY IN THE PIONEERING DECIPHERMENT OF AN EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TEXT.  
COL. I: 1. A HOREBBAH WHICH IS IN THE VALE OF ACHOR UNDER THE STAIRS WHICH GO EASTWARDS FORTY CUBITS: A BOX (FILLED WITH) SILVER WEIGHING IN ALL SEVENTEEN TALENTS. KEN. 2. IN THE TOMB OF...THE THIRD: 100 GOLD BARS. 3. IN THE GREAT CISTERN WHICH IS IN THE COURTYARD OF THE LITTLE COLONNADE, AT ITS VERY BOTTOM, CLOSED WITH SEDIMENT TOWARDS THE UPPER OPENING: NINE HUNDRED TALENTS. 4. AT THE HILL OF KOHLIT, CONTAINERS, SANDALWOOD AND EPHODS (PRIESTLY GARMENTS). THE TOTAL OF THE OFFERING AND OF THE TREASURE: SEVEN (TALENTS?) AND SECOND TITHE RENDERED UNCLEAN. AT THE EXIT OF THE CANAL ON THE NORTHERN SIDE, SIX CUBITS TOWARDS THE CAVITY OF IMMERSION. XAΓ 5. IN THE HOLE OF THE WATERPROOFED REFUGE, IN GOING DOWN TOWARDS THE LEFT, THREE CUBITS ABOVE THE BOTTOM: FORTY TALENTS OF SILVER. COL. II 6. IN THE CISTERN OF THE ESPLANADE WHICH IS UNDER THE STAIRS; FORTYTWO TALENTS. HN 7. IN THE CAVE OF THE OLD WASHER’S HOUSE, ON THE THIRD PLATFORM: SIXTY-FIVE GOLD BARS. ΘE 8. IN THE UNDERGROUND CAVITY WHICH IS IN THE COURTYARD OF THE HOUSE OF LOGS, WHERE THERE IS A CISTERN: VESSELS AND SILVER, SEVENTY TALENTS. 9. IN THE CISTERN WHICH IS AGAINST THE EASTERN GATE, WHICH IS FIFTEEN CUBITS AWAY, THERE ARE VESSELS IN IT. 10. AND IN THE CANAL WHICH (ENDS) IN IT: TEN TALENTS. ΔI 11. IN THE CISTERN WHICH IS UNDER THE WALL ON THE EASTERN SIDE, AT THE SHARP EDGE OF THE ROCK: SIX SILVER BARS; ITS ENTRANCE IS UNDER THE LARGE PAVING-STONE. 12. IN THE POND WHICH IS EAST OF KOHLIT, AT A NORTHERN ANGLE, DIG FOUR CUBITS: TWENTY-TWO TALENTS. COL. III 13. IN THE COURTYARD OF...IN SOUTHERLY DIRECTION [AT] NINE CUBITS: SILVER AND GOLD VESSELS OF OFFERING, BOWLS, CUPS, TUBES, LIBATION VESSELS. IN ALL, SIX HUNDRED AND NINE. 14. IN THE OTHER, EASTERLY DIRECTION DIG SIXTEEN CUBITS: 40 TAL. OF SILVER. TP 15. IN THE UNDERGROUND CAVITY OF THE ESPLANADE ON ITS NORTHERN SIDE: VESSELS OF OFFERING, GARMENTS. ITS ENTRANCE IS IN THE WESTERLY DIRECTION. 16. IN THE TOMB ON THE NORTH-EAST OF THE ESPLANADE THREE CUBITS UNDER THE TRAP(?): 13 TAL. COL. IV 17. IN THE GREAT CISTERN WHICH IS IN THE..., IN THE PILLAR ON ITS NORTHERN SIDE: 14 TALENTS. °K 18. IN THE CANAL WHICH GOES TOWARDS...WHEN YOU ENTER FORTY-ONE CUBITS: 55 TAL. OF SILVER. 19. BETWEEN THE TWO TAMARISK TREES IN THE VALE OF AKHON, IN THEIR MIDST DIG THREE CUBITS. THERE THERE ARE TWO POTS FULL OF SILVER. 20. IN THE RED UNDERGROUND CAVITY AT THE MOUTH OF THE ‘ASLAH: 200 TAL. OF SILVER. 21. IN THE EASTERN UNDERGROUND CAVITY AT THE NORTH OF KOKHLIT: 70 TAL. OF SILVER. 22. IN THE HEAP OF STONES OF THE VALLEY OF SEKHAKHA DIG (...) CUBITS: 12 TAL. OF SILVER. COL. V 23. AT THE HEAD OF THE WATER CONDUIT...AT SEKHAKHA, ON THE NORTHERN SIDE UNDER THE LARGE...DIG THREE CUBITS: 7 TAL. OF SILVER. 24. IN THE SPLIT WHICH IS IN SEKHAKHA IN THE EAST OF THE RESERVOIR OF SOLOMON; VESSELS OF OFFERING. 25. QUITE CLOSE TO THEM ABOVE THE CANAL OF SOLOMON SIXTY CUBITS TOWARDS THE GREAT STONE DIG THREE CUBITS: 23 TAL. OF SILVER. 26. IN THE TOMB WHICH IS IN THE WADI OF KIPPAH (GOING) FROM JERICHO TO SEKHAKHA, AT ITS ENTRY FROM JERICHO TO SEKHAKHA, DIG SEVEN CUBITS: 32 TAL. COL. VI 27. [IN] THE EASTWARD-LOOKING CAVE OF THE PILLAR WITH TWO ENTRANCES, DIG AT THE NORTHERN ENTRANCE THREE CUBITS; THERE IS A PITCHER THERE, IN IT A BOOK, UNDER IT 22 TAL. 28. IN THE EASTWARD-LOOKING CAVE OF THE BASE OF THE STONE DIG NINE CUBITS AT THE ENTRANCE: 21 TAL. 29. IN THE DWELLING OF THE QUEEN ON THE WESTERN SIDE DIG TWELVE CUBITS: 27 TAL. 30. IN THE HEAP OF STONES WHICH IS AT THE FORD OF THE HIGH PRIEST COL. VII DIG NINE [CUBITS]: 22 ... TAL. 31. IN THE WATER CONDUIT OF Q... THE GREATER NORTHERN RESERVOIR, IN THE FOUR DIRECTIONS MEASURE OUT TWENTY-FOUR CUBITS: FOUR HUNDRED TALENTS. 32. IN THE NEARBY CAVE IN THE PROXIMITY OF BET HA-QOS DIG SIX CUBITS: SIX SILVER BARS. 33. AT DOQ UNDER THE EASTERN CORNER OF THE GUARD-POST DIG SEVEN CUBITS: 22 TAL. 34. AT THE MOUTH OF THE WATER EXIT OF KOZIBA DIG THREE CUBITS TOWARDS THE ROCK: 60 TAL., TWO TALENTS OF GOLD. COL. VIII 35. IN THE WATER CONDUIT ON THE ROAD EAST OF BET AHSOR, WHICH IS EAST OF AHZOR, VESSELS OF OFFERING AND BOOKS AND A BAR OF SILVER. 36. IN THE OUTSIDE VALLEY...AT THE STONE DIG SEVENTEEN CUBITS UNDERNEATH: 17 TAL. OF GOLD AND SILVER. 37. IN THE HEAP OF STONES AT THE MOUTH OF THE POTTERY RAVINE DIG THREE CUBITS: 4 TAL. 38. IN THE WESTWARD-LOOKING STUBBLE-FIELD OF HA-SHO, ON THE SOUTH SIDE, AT THE UNDERGROUND CHAMBER LOOKING NORTHWARDS DIG TWENTY-FOUR CUBITS: 66 TAL. 39. IN THE IRRIGATION OF HA-SHO, AT THE STONE SIGN IN IT, DIG ELEVEN CUBITS: 70 TAL. OF SILVER. COL. IX 40. AT THE ‘DOVECOT’ (SMALL OPENING?) AT THE EXIT OF HA-NOTEF, MEASURE OUT FROM ITS EXIT THIRTEEN CUBITS, TWO TUSKS AND, ON SEVEN SMOOTH STONES, BARS (CORRESPONDING TO) FOUR STATERS. 41. AT ‘VIOLET-SCARLET’ OVER (PAST?) THE EASTWARD-LOOKING UNDERGROUND CHAMBER DIG EIGHT CUBITS... (?): 23½. 42. IN THE UNDERGROUND CHAMBERS OF HORON, IN THE SEAWARD-LOOKING UNDERGROUND CHAMBER IN THE NARROW PART (?) DIG SIXTEEN CUBITS: 22 TAL. 43. AT QOB ‘AH A LARGE AMOUNT OF MONEY OFFERINGS (?). 44. AT THE ‘SOUND OF WATERS’ (WATERFALL) CLOSE TO THE EDGE OF THE GUTTER ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE EXIT DIG SEVEN CUBITS: 9 TAL. 45. IN THE UNDERGROUND CAVITY ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE MOUTH OF THE GORGE OF BET TAMAR IN THE PARCHED LAND OF... (?), ALL THAT IS IN IT IS HEREM (= DEVOTED TO THE TEMPLE). 46. AT THE ‘DOVECOT’ WHICH IS AT MESAD, AT THE [WATER] CONDUIT, COL. X SOUTHWARD AT THE SECOND STAIR DESCENDING FROM THE TOP: 9 TAL. 47. IN THE CISTERN NEXT TO THE CANALS FED BY THE GREAT WADI, AT THE BOTTOM: 12 TAL. 48. AT THE RESERVOIR WHICH IS IN BET KEREM GOING TO THE LEFT OF TEN NOTCHES: SIXTY-TWO TALENTS OF SILVER. 49. AT THE POND OF THE VALLEY OF ‘YK (?) ON ITS WESTERN SIDE IS A MA’AH COIN COUPLED WITH, TWO MA ‘AHS. THIS IS THE ENTRANCE: THREE HUNDRED TALENTS OF GOLD AND TWENTY PITCHED VESSELS. 50. UNDER THE ‘HAND’ (= MONUMENT) OF ABSALOM ON THE WESTERN SIDE DIG TWELVE NOTCHES: 80 TAL. 51. AT THE POND OF THE PRIVY OF SILOA UNDER THE WATERING-TROUGH: 17 TAL. 52. AT...IN THE FOUR COL. XI ANGLES: GOLD AND VESSELS OF OFFERING. 53. NEXT TO THEM UNDER THE CORNER OF THE SOUTHERN PORTICO AT THE TOMB OF ZADOK UNDER THE PILLAR OF THE COVERED HALL: VESSELS OF OFFERING OF RESIN AND OFFERING OF SENNA. 54. NEXT TO THEM AT THE... (?) AT THE TOP OF THE WESTWARD-LOOKING ROCK TOWARDS THE GARDEN OF ZADOK UNDER THE GREAT CLOSING STONE WHICH IS AT THE CONDUIT: DEVOTED THINGS. 55. IN THE TOMB WHICH IS UNDER THE GALLERIES (?): 40 TAL. 56. IN THE TOMB OF THE SONS OF... (?) THE YERAHITE, IN IT: VESSELS OF OFFERING OF CEDAR, OFFERING OF RESIN. 57. NEXT TO THEM, AT BET-ESHDATAIN (BETHESDA), IN THE RESERVOIR WHERE YOU ENTER THE SMALL POOL: VESSELS OF OFFERING OF ALOES, OFFERING OF... (?) 58. NEXT TO THEM, AT THE WESTERN ENTRANCE OF THE TOMB IS A CHANNEL OVER...NINE HUNDRED [TAL. OF SILVER] COL. XII 5 TAL. OF GOLD. 59. SIXTY TALENTS AT ITS ENTRANCE FROM THE WEST UNDER THE BLACK STONE. 60. NEAR TO THEM UNDER THE THRESHOLD OF THE SEPULCHRAL CHAMBER: 42 TAL. 61. ON MOUNT GERIZIM UNDER THE STAIRS OF THE HIGHER UNDERGROUND CAVITY A BOX AND ITS CONTENTS AND 60 TAL. OF SILVER. 62. AT THE MOUTH OF THE SPRING OF BET-SHAM VESSELS OF SILVER AND VESSELS OF GOLD OF OFFERING AND SILVER. IN ALL, SIX HUNDRED TALENTS. 63. IN THE GREAT UNDERGROUND DUCT OF THE SEPULCHRAL CHAMBER TOWARDS THE HOUSE OF THE SEPULCHRAL CHAMBER. THE WHOLE WEIGHING 71 TALENTS AND TWENTY MINAS. 64. IN THE UNDERGROUND CAVITY WHICH IS IN THE SMOOTH ROCK NORTH OF KOHLIT WHOSE OPENING IS TOWARDS THE NORTH WITH TOMBS AT ITS MOUTH THERE IS A COPY OF THIS WRITING AND ITS EXPLANATION AND THE MEASUREMENTS AND THE DETAILS OF EACH ITEM.
CRYPTIC TEXTS (4Q249, 250, 313)
A LARGE NUMBER OF MINUTE PAPYRUS FRAGMENTS WRITTEN IN A CRYPTIC SCRIPT HAVE BEEN ASSEMBLED UNDER THE TIDE 4Q249. THE EDITOR, HAS SUBDIVIDED THEM INTO SEVERAL UNITS, THE MOST IMPORTANT OF WHICH ARE THE MIDRASH ON THE BOOK OFMOSES(4Q249) AND THE CRYPTIC MESSIANIC RULE (4Q249A-I) RECONSTRUCTED ON THE BASIS OF 1QSA. THE REMAINDER (4Q249J-Z; 250A-J; 313A-B) ARE MOSTLY UNIDENTIFIED. THE PIECES ARE SO SMALL THAT THEY POSSESS NO INDEPENDENT SIGNIFICANCE. EVEN IN THE CASE OF TWENTY-TWO FRAGMENTS OF THE MESSIANIC RULE THE RECONSTRUCTION PRESUMES THAT THE TEXT OF THE CAVE 1 MANUSCRIPT IS ‘CANONICAL’. SHOULD IT, LIKE MOST OTHER QUMRAN MANUSCRIPTS, LACK DEFINITE WORDING, THE PLACEMENT OF THE UNCONNECTED TINY SCRAPS WOULD BECOME UNCERTAIN. THE DATING OF THE SCRIPT OF THE MESSIANIC RULE TO THE MIDDLE OF THE SECOND CENTURY BCE IS ALSO HIGHLY QUESTIONABLE. IT CANNOT HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BEFORE THE COMMUNITY RULE AND THE DAMASCUS DOCUMENT AND VERY LIKELY BELONGS TO THE MID-FIRST CENTURY BCE. 
4Q249 I: (THE LETTERS IN ITALICS INDICATE THE SURVIVING TEXT. THE REST IS HYPOTHETICAL RECONSTRUCTION. THE EXAMPLES BELOW ARE MEANT TO ILLUSTRATE THE NATURE OF THE CONJECTURES. THE PRESUMED SUBJECT IS LEPROSY AND THE CLEANSING OF GARMENTS AND OF THE HOUSE; CF. LEVITICUS XIV.) [AS IT IS WRITTEN,] AND HE WENT DOWN (IN) THE HOUSE OF THE KING TO THE SECRETARY’S CHAMBER (JER. XXXVI, 12?) ...FOR THE [GREENISH AND REDDISH] CAVITIES (?) ...FROM UNDER THE [GREENISH OR REDDISH (?)] ...AND AFTER BEING SCRAPED IN IT TO B[RING THEM OUT FROM THE CITY] ...FROM THE HOUSE... [THE DUST AND] THE STONES AND THE [WOOD] ... [AFTER] REMOVING THE [STONES] ... [THE PLAGUE-SPOT HAS RETURNED] TO THE HOUSE AND DEMOLISH [THE HOUSE] ...ALL WITHOUT [PLAGUE-SPOT] IN [IT] ...ONE JUDGMENT...AS IT IS WRITTEN: THE FISH THAT IS IN THE RIVER W ILL DIE (EX. VII, 18?) IN...
4Q249A, FR. 1 (= 1QSA I, 4-8): [COMING FROM LITTLE CHILDREN] TO WOMEN, AND THEY SHALL READ INTO THEIR EARS ALL THE PRECEPTS OF THE COVENANT AND TO EXPOUND TO THEM ALL THEIR STATUTES THAT THEY MAY NO LONGER STRAY IN THEIR ERRORS. AND [THIS IS THE RULE FOR ALL THE HOST OF THE CONGREGATION, FOR EVERY] NA[TIVE] IN ISRAEL. FROM HIS YOUTH THEY SHALL INSTRUCT HIM IN THE BOOK OF MEDITATION AND ACCORDING TO HIS AGE THEY SHALL MAKE HIM UNDERSTAND THE PRECEPTS OF THE COVENANT. AND HE SHALL RECEIVE HIS DISCIPLINE IN THEIR JUDGEMENTS FOR TEN YEARS. 
TWO QUMRAN OSTRACA
IN THE SPRING OF 1996 TWO HEBREW OSTRACA WERE FOUND BY THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA. THEY WERE DISCOVERED IN THE BASE OF THE EASTERN FACE OF THE WALL SEPARATING THE COMMUNITY CENTRE FROM THE CEMETERY. THE SCRIPT IS DATED TO THE FIRST CENTURY CE. 
OSTRACON NO. 1: 1. IN YEAR TWO OF THE [...] 2. IN JERICHO, HONI SON OF […] GAVE 3. TO ‘EL’AZAR SON OF NAHMANI […] 4. HISDAY FROM HOLON […] 5. FROM THIS DAY TO PERPETUITY 6. THE BOUNDARIES OF THE HOUSE AND […] 7. AND THE FIG TREES, THE OLIVE TREE (?), AND 8. WHEN HE FULFILLED (HIS OATH) TO THE COMMUNITY (?) […] 9. AND HONI […] 10. TO HIM HISDAY (?) 11. AND THE […] 12. AND INTO THE HAND OF […] 13. […] 14. HISDAY SERVANT OF HONI (?) 15. HOLON THE TEXT DOCUMENTS THE GIFT OF A SLAVE, TOGETHER WITH AN ESTATE AND PRODUCE. REFERENCE IS MADE TO FULFILLING AN OATH, OR A PERIOD OF TIME AS A NEOPHYTE, TO THE YAHAD IN LINE 8, USING THE TERM KML (‘) W TW LYHD, ‘WHEN HE FULFILLED (HIS OATH) TO THE COMMUNITY’. THIS TERMINOLOGY RESEMBLES THAT OF THE COMMUNITY RULE (1QS VI), AND AS SUCH MAY HINT THAT THIS OSTRACON IS A DRAFT OF AN ACCOUNTING (HESHBON) OF THE OVERSEER.97 THE PROPOSED READING, ESPECIALLY IN LINES 4 AND 8, HAS BEEN QUERIED BY VARIOUS SCHOLARS, ADA YARDENI AMONG THEM (‘A DRAFT DEED ON AN OSTRACON FROM KHIRBET QUMRAN’, IEJ 47 (1997), 233-7). ACCORDING TO YARDENI, INSTEAD OF ‘HISDAY FROM HOLON’ (’T HSDY MHW LN) ONE SHOULD READ ‘THESE SACKCLOTHS’ (’T HSQYM HLLW), AND INSTEAD OF ‘WHEN HE FULFILLED (HIS OATH) TO THE COMMUNITY’ (WKMLW TTW LYHD), ‘AND EVERY OTHER TREE’ (WKW L ’YLN ‘HR). THE DAMAGED CURSIVE SCRIPT OF THE OSTRACON BEING WHAT IT IS, ADA YARDENI’S READINGS ARE PERFECTLY POSSIBLE. NEVERTHELESS ‘SACKCLOTHS’ AT THE HEAD OF A LIST OF VALUABLE GIFTS IS QUITE OUT OF PLACE. ALSO, WHEREAS THE EDITORS’ YHD (COMMUNITY) IS QUESTIONABLE, THEIR INTERPRETATION REGARDING THE HANDING-OVER OF PERSONAL PROPERTY TO THE SECT IS SUPPORTED BY THE ABSENCE OF ANY INDICATION OF FAMILY RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE DONOR AND RECIPIENT. NORMALLY, A FREE GIFT, I.E. WITH NO EXCHANGE OF MONEY, PRESUPPOSES CLOSE FAMILY LINKS, FOR EXAMPLE A GIFT FROM FATHER TO DAUGHTER.
OSTRACON NO. 2: A SECOND OSTRACON, WRITTEN BY A DIFFERENT HAND OF THE SAME PERIOD, READS: 1. (?) 2. (?) 3. JOSEPH SON OF NATHNAEL... 4. HIS SONS FROM ‘EN GEDI (?) …
THE BOOK OF MORMON ALSO KNOWN AS THE MORMON BIBLE
THE HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE MORMON BIBLE VS. THE HOLY BIBLE
ISAIAH 8:20: “…IF THEY SPEAK NOT ACCORDING TO THIS WORD…THERE IS NO LIGHT IN THEM.” BUT ALSO, IN TRUTH BELIEVES ALL THINGS & ENDURES ALL THINGS IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 13:1-13.
	HOLY BIBLE RECORD
	MORMON BIBLE RECORD

	AT THE TOWER OF BABEL, THE LORD CONFOUNDED “THE LANGUAGE OF ALL THE EARTH [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE & NOT THE NEW UNIVERSE INITIALLY].”—GENESIS 11:9
	AT THE TOWER OF BABEL, THE LORD CONFOUNDED THE LANGUAGE OF THE EARTH EXCEPT THE LANGUAGE OF JARED, HIS BROTHERS, THEIR FRIENDS, AND THEIR FAMILIES: ETHER 1:35-37 IF THIS REFERS TO THE NEW UNIVERSE INITIALLY, THEN THE LORD DID NOT CONFOUND THE LANGUAGE.

	CHRIST’S CHURCH AND THE GOSPEL WOULD NEVER COMPLETELY DISAPPEAR FROM THE EARTH, THUS HAVING TO BE RESTORED: MATTHEW 16:18; EPHESIANS 3:21; JUDE 3; HEBREWS 12:28. THE WORD OF GOD WILL “NEVER PASS AWAY”: MATTHEW 24:35; 1 PETER 1:24-25; ISAIAH 40:8
	“THE GREAT AND ABOMINABLE CHURCH” HAS “TAKEN AWAY FROM THE GOSPEL OF THE LAMB MANY PARTS WHICH ARE PLAIN AND MOST PRECIOUS….” AND “…THERE ARE MANY PLAIN AND PRECIOUS THINGS TAKEN AWAY FROM THE BOOK, WHICH IS THE BOOK OF THE LAMB OF GOD [IF THIS REFERS TO ETERNAL PERDITION].” —1 NEPHI 13:26, 28

	JESUS THE MESSIAH WAS BORN IN BETHLEHEM—NOT JERUSALEM. “NOW WHEN JESUS WAS BORN IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDAEA….” —MATTHEW 2:1 (SEE MICAH 5:2)
	“AND BEHOLD, HE SHALL BE BORN OF MARY, AT JERUSALEM WHICH IS THE LAND OF OUR FOREFATHERS….” —ALMA 7:10 NOTE: JERUSALEM IS NOT THE LAND, BUT IS A CITY IN JUDEA AS WAS ALSO BETHLEHEM. (SEE 1 NEPHI 1:4) THIS CAN BE TRUE IF THIS REFERS TO THE FATHER STEPHEN CHRIST OF JERUSALEM SINCE HIS SON JESUS CHRIST PROCEEDS & COMES FORTH FROM HIM IN JOHN 8:42 & ACTS 7:59.

	BELIEVERS IN CHRIST “WERE CALLED CHRISTIANS FIRST IN ANTIOCH.” —ACTS 11:26 (THIS IS LONG AFTER CHRIST’S ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN.)
	THE BOOK OF ALMA, WHICH IS CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN IN 73 B.C. CALLS BELIEVERS “CHRISTIANS”: ALMA 46:15 THIS COMES AT A HIGHLY PROBABLE TIME APART FROM THE HOLY BIBLE ACCOUNT. 

	HEBREWS STATES THAT MELCHISEDEC WAS “WITHOUT FATHER, WITHOUT MOTHER….” —HEBREWS 7:3 THIS REFERS TO THE 1ST PHYSICAL BIRTH IN JOHN 3:1-21 & THE HOLY BIBLE ACCOUNT REFERS TO THE 2ND BIRTH BEING BORN AGAIN OR BORN OF GOD IN JOHN 3:1-21 & 1ST JOHN 3:9.
	THE BOOK OF ALMA SAYS THAT MELCHISEDEC “DID REIGN UNDER HIS FATHER.” —ALMA 13:18 THIS REFERS TO THE 1ST PHYSICAL BIRTH IN JOHN 3:1-21 & THE HOLY BIBLE ACCOUNT REFERS TO THE 2ND BIRTH BEING BORN AGAIN OR BORN OF GOD IN JOHN 3:1-21 & 1ST JOHN 3:9.

	THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES THAT THE SEXUAL FALL OF ADAM RESULTED IN DAMNATION FOR MANKIND IN ALL 1ST-BORN SONS: GENESIS 3:9-19; PSALM 51:5; ROMANS 5:12
	2 NEPHI 2:22-25 STATES THAT ADAM’S SEXUAL FALL WAS ALLOWED ONCE FOR MANKIND TO HAVE THE 1ST CHILD—A 1ST-BORN SON ONLY AND THEREFORE HAVE “JOY.” BUT ANY OTHER TIME THIS WAS NOT ALLOWED IN SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, BUT IN DIVINE INTERCOURSE IN GENESIS 4:2, 25-26. 


THE MORMON BIBLE VS. LDS DOCTRINAL BIBLE
“…A MAN WOULD GET NEARER TO GOD BY ABIDING BY ITS PRECEPTS, THEN BY ANY OTHER BOOK”—JOSEPH SMITH, JR.
BUT ALSO, IN TRUTH BELIEVES ALL THINGS & ENDURES ALL THINGS IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 13:1-13.
	MORMON BIBLE—TEACHING
	LDS DOCTRINAL BIBLE

	ONLY ONE GOD: ALMA 11:26-29, 44; 2 NEPHI 11:7; 31:21; 3 NEPHI 11:27, 36; TESTIMONY OF THE THREE WITNESSES. THIS IS TRUE IN ACTS 17:22-30.
	GOD THE FATHER IS ONE OF MANY GODS: “…IT IS EVIDENT…THAT A PLURALITY OF GODS EXISTS.”—MCCONKIE, MORMON DOCTRINE, P. 576 THIS CAN BE TRUE IF IT REFERS TO THE TRINITY, 3 GODS IN 1 LORD.

	GOD IS UNCHANGEABLE [IMMUTABLE]: MORONI 7:22; 8:18; 3 NEPHI 24:6; MORMON 9:9, 19. THIS IS TRUE IN HEBREWS 6:17-18.
	GOD WAS ONCE A MAN WHO BECAME GOD: “MORMON PROPHETS HAVE CONTINUALLY TAUGHT THE SUBLIME TRUTH THAT GOD THE ETERNAL FATHER WAS ONCE A MORTAL MAN…HE BECAME GOD…THROUGH OBEDIENCE…” —HUNTER, THE GOSPEL THROUGH, THE AGES, P 104 THIS IS TRUE THAT REFERS TO THE MAN OF WAR CLEARING THE WAY FOR JESUS TO BECOME MAN IN EXODUS 15:3.

	GOD IS A SPIRIT—NOT FLESH AND BONES: ALMA 18:24-28; 22:9-11; 31:15. THIS IS TRUE IN JOHN 4:23-24.
	GOD IS AN EXALTED MAN: “THE FATHER HAS A BODY OF FLESH AND BONES AS TANGIBLE AS MAN’S…” —DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS, 130:22 THIS IS TRUE THAT REFERS TO THE LORD BECOMING FLESH IN EXODUS 15:3 & JOHN 1:14-18

	GOD HAS ALWAYS BEEN GOD FROM ALL ETERNITY: MOSIAH 3:5; MORONI 8:18. THIS IS TRUE IF THIS REFERS TO THE ONLY LORD YAHWEH IN ACTS 15:18.
	GOD HAS NOT ALWAYS BEEN GOD: “WE HAVE IMAGINED AND SUPPOSED THAT GOD WAS GOD FROM ALL ETERNITY. I WILL REFUTE THAT IDEA, AND TAKE AWAY THE VEIL, SO THAT YOU MAY SEE…”—JOSEPH SMITH QUOTED IN TEACHINGS OF THE PROPHET JOSEPH SMITH, BY JOSEPH FIELDING SMITH, P. 345 THIS IS TRUE THAT THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD HAS NOT ETERNALLY BEEN THE LORD FOREVER ENDLESSLY BECAUSE HE WAS CREATED BY THE LORD YAHWEH WITH A BEGINNING IN PROVERBS 8:22-25.

	GOD DWELLS IN THE HEART OF THE RIGHTEOUS: ALMA 34:36 THIS IS ALSO TRUE IN ACTS 7:55-56.
	GOD DOES NOT DWELL IN A MAN’S HEART: “…THE IDEA THAT THE FATHER AND THE SON DWELL IN A MAN’S HEART IS AN OLD SECTARIAN NOTION, AND IS FALSE.”—DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS, 130:3 THIS IS TRUE IF MAN’S HEART IS SEXUAL IN 1ST JOHN 1:15-17.

	REFUTES BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD—NO SECOND CHANCE: ALMA 34:32-35; 2 NEPHI 9:36; MOSIAH 15:26. THIS IS TRUE THAT THE 2ND CHANCE DOES NOT HAPPEN IN THIS LIFE, IT IS A 2ND CHANCE LINKED TO THE PRISONS IN HELL AFTER DEATH IN 1ST PETER 3:19-22.
	BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD IS AN ORDINANCE OF THE CHURCH: DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS, 124, 128 THIS IS A TRUE BAPTISM IN ROMANS 6:3-7 & 1ST CORINTHIANS 15:29-34.

	POLYGAMY [MORE THAN 1 WIFE IN 1 MARRIAGE] CONDEMNED: JACOB 1:15; 2:24, 27-28; 3:5; MOSIAH 11:2,4 ETHER 10:5,7. THIS IS TRUE IN GENESIS 2:21-24. BUT THIS IS ALSO TRUE & MAY BE ALLOWED BY THE LORD IN GENESIS 16:1-4; EXODUS 21:7-11; LEVITICUS 18:18; DEUTERONOMY 21:15-17 & 2ND SAMUEL 12:7-8; 20:3.
	POLYGAMY = A PRINCIPLE TO BE PRACTICED IN HEAVEN IN REVELATION 21:1-22:21: DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS, 132:61, 62 THIS IS TRUE BY THE LORD SINCE THERE IS NO SCREWING IN HEAVEN IN GENESIS 16:1-4; EXODUS 21:7-11; LEVITICUS 18:18; DEUTERONOMY 21:15-17 & 2ND SAMUEL 12:7-8; 20:3.



THE TRUTH ABOUT THE MORMON BIBLE
THE MORMON BIBLE DOES NOT CONTRADICT THE HOLY BIBLE IF THE LORD’S INFINITE KNOWLEDGE IS APPLIED 
PROOF: BUT ALSO, IN TRUTH BELIEVES ALL THINGS & ENDURES ALL THINGS IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 13:1-13.

THE BIBLE SAYS THAT THE LORD JESUS CHRIST WAS BORN IN BETHLEHEM (MATTHEW 2:1). HOWEVER, THE BOOK OF MORMON READS: “AND BEHOLD, HE SHALL BE BORN OF MARY AT JERUSALEM” (ALMA 7:10). THE WRITER OF THE BOOK OF MORMON SIMPLY DID HAVE HIS FACTS STRAIGHT IF IT REFERS TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHICH IS THE LORD STEPHEN THAT WAS BORN IN JERUSALEM KNOWN AS THE LORD STEPHEN CHRIST OF JERUSALEM IN ACTS 1:7; 6:5, 8. THE HOLY BIBLE PROVES THAT THE LORD JESUS [SON OF GOD] PROCEEDS & COMES FROM THE LORD STEPHEN [FATHER] IN JOHN 8:42 & ACTS 7:59. 
THE BIBLE RELATES THAT AT THE CRUCIFIXION THERE WERE THREE HOURS OF DARKNESS (LUKE 23:44). HOWEVER, THE BOOK OF MORMON STATES THERE WAS DARKNESS “FOR THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS” (HELAMAN 14:20,27). BOTH CAN BE TRUE IN MATTHEW 20:12 & 2ND PETER 3:8. 
THE BOOK OF MORMON RELATES THAT AT THE TOWER OF BABEL THE JAREDITES HAD THEIR SEPARATE LANGUAGE (ESTHER 1:34-35). THE BIBLE, HOWEVER, PLAINLY STATES THAT “THE WHOLE EARTH WAS OF ONE LANGUAGE” (GENESIS 11:1). THE FACT IS, THERE WAS ONLY ONE LANGUAGE AND GOD CONFOUNDED THE PEOPLE BY CREATING DIFFERENT LANGUAGES. THIS CAN BE TRUE IF IT REFERS TO TWO PARTS WITHIN THE INITIAL UNIVERSE. FIRST, IS THE ORIGINAL NEW UNIVERSE THAT THE LORD CREATED. SECOND, IS THE FALLEN 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE THAT THE LORD DID NOT CREATED THAT BECAME PART OF THE NEW UNIVERSE IN THE ONCE THE FALLEN STATE HAS BEEN DEALT WITH IN REVELATION 11:15. THE TOWER OF BABEL CAN REFER TO BOTH PARTS OF THE INITIAL UNIVERSE.  
3 NEPHI 11:8-10 CLAIMS THAT AFTER JESUS ASCENDED TO HEAVEN, HE APPEARED IN AMERICA TO THE LAMANITES AND NEPHITES IN A.D. 34. OF THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST TO HEAVEN GOD SAID, “SIT THOU ON MY RIGHT HAND UNTIL I MAKE THY FOES THY FOOTSTOOLS” (ACTS 2:34-35). HOW LONG WAS HE TO BE IN HEAVEN AT GOD’S RIGHT HAND? “FOR HE MUST REIGN, UNTIL HE HATH PUT ALL ENEMIES UNDER HIS FEET. THE LAST ENEMY THAT SHALL BE DESTROYED IS DEATH” (1 CORINTHIANS 15:25-26). FURTHERMORE, IN REFERRING TO THE ASCENSION, THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF CHRIST AS HE “WHOM THE HEAVENS MUST RECEIVE UNTIL THE RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS” (ACTS 3:21). CHRIST DID COME TO AMERICA IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 BECAUSE THIS REFERS TO THE ULTIMATE END TIME PROPHESY LINKED TO HIS ASCENSION. 
IN THE BIBLE, THE NAME “JESUS” WAS ANNOUNCED FIRST BY AN ANGEL (TO MARY; LUKE 1:31). THIS WAS IN 1 B.C. HOWEVER, ALMA 19:29, DATED IN THE BOOK OF MORMON AT 90 B.C., HAS A WOMAN SPEAKING TO THE LORD AND CALLING HIM “JESUS.” WHICH ACCOUNT IS ACCURATE? BOTH CAN BE TRUE BECAUSE THE LORD SEES ALL ACTS & TIME EQUALLY.
THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT THE CHURCH WAS ESTABLISHED ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST FOLLOWING THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST (ACTS 2), WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN APPROXIMATELY A.D. 33. HOWEVER, MOSIAH 18:17, DATED AT 145 B.C., HAS THE CHURCH ALREADY IN EXISTENCE. AGAIN, BOTH CAN BE TRUE BECAUSE THE LORD SEES ALL ACTS & TIME EQUALLY. NOTE: THIS SAME REFERENCE FROM MOSIAH ALSO MENTIONS “BAPTISM” AS THE MEANS OF BEING ADDED TO THE CHURCH. HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE THE BAPTISM TAUGHT BY CHRIST DID NOT BEGIN UNTIL NEW TESTAMENT TIMES (MATTHEW 28: 19). THERE ARE AT LEAST 10 DIFFERENT BAPTISMS MENTIONED IN THE HOLY BIBLE. OBVIOUSLY, THIS NOTE SPEAKS OF 2 DIFFERENT ACCOUNTS.   
THE BIBLE CLEARLY REVEALS THAT THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST “WERE CALLED CHRISTIANS FIRST IN ANTIOCH” (ACTS 11:26). THIS WAS APPROXIMATELY A.D. 40. HOWEVER, ALMA 46:13,15, DATED AT 73 B.C., HAS PEOPLE ALREADY WEARING THE NAME “CHRISTIAN”—WHICH REPRESENTS A DIFFERENCE OF OVER 100 YEARS. WHICH ACCOUNT ARE PEOPLE TO BELIEVE? AGAIN, BOTH CAN BE TRUE BECAUSE THE LORD SEES ALL ACTS & TIME EQUALLY.
THE BOOK OF MORMON TEACHES THAT “MELCHIZEDEK...DID REIGN UNDER HIS FATHER” (ALMA 13:18). YET THE BIBLE REVEALS THAT MELCHIZEDEK WAS A PRIEST UNDER NO ONE. HIS PRIESTHOOD TYPIFIED THE PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST, AND THEREFORE WAS UNIQUE. IN CONTRAST TO THE BOOK OF MORMON, THE BIBLE STATES THAT MELCHIZEDEK WAS “WITHOUT FATHER, WITHOUT MOTHER, WITHOUT DESCENT”—EMPHASIZING THAT HE DID NOT INHERIT HIS PRIESTHOOD (HEBREWS 7:3). THIS MAY VERY WELL REFER TO 2 BIRTHS. FIRST, IS THE PHYSICAL BIRTH BORN OF THE FLESH, WHICH WOULD BE UNDER HIS EARTHLY FATHER IN JOHN 3:1-21. SECOND, IS THE PHYSICAL BIRTH [GOD BECOMING FLESH] KNOWN AS BEING BORN AGAIN OR BORN OF GOD IN JOHN 1:14-18; 3:1-21 & 1ST JOHN 3:9.
ETHER 3:8-9 SPEAKS OF GOD HAVING “FLESH AND BLOOD.” YET THE BIBLE STATES CLEARLY THAT GOD IS A “SPIRIT,” AND THUS DOES NOT POSSESS A MATERIAL BODY (JOHN 4:23-24). IN DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS, ANOTHER ALLEGEDLY INSPIRED WRITING OF THE MORMON CHURCH, JOSEPH SMITH WROTE: “THE FATHER HAS A BODY OF FLESH AND BONES AS TANGIBLE AS MAN’S” (SECTION 130:22). BOTH THE HOLY BIBLE AND THE BOOK OF MORMON CAN BE CORRECT ON THIS POINT. AGAIN, THIS REFERS TO 2 BIRTHS. FIRST, IS THE PHYSICAL BIRTH BORN OF THE FLESH IN JOHN 3:1-21. SECOND, IS THE PHYSICAL BIRTH [GOD BECOMING FLESH] KNOWN AS BEING BORN AGAIN OR BORN OF GOD IN JOHN 1:14-18; 3:1-21 & 1ST JOHN 3:9.
MOSIAH 2:3 STATES: “AND THEY ALSO TOOK OF THE FIRSTLINGS OF THEIR FLOCKS, THAT THEY MIGHT OFFER SACRIFICE AND BURNT OFFERINGS, ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MOSES.” YET THE FIRSTLINGS OF THE FLOCKS WERE TO BE RESERVED FOR THE LORD AND GIVEN TO THE PRIESTS. THEY WERE NEVER USED FOR SACRIFICE ON THESE OCCASIONS IN EXODUS 13:2,12; 22:29-30; NUMBERS 3:13; 18:15-18 & 2 SAMUEL 24:24. THIS IS REFERRED TO TWO TOTALLY SEPARATE OCCASIONS WITHIN MULTI-TRILLIONS OF YEARS BY FAITH THAT IS HIGHLY PROBABLE IN THE ALL-KNOWING LORD.
3 NEPHI 18:28-29 SPEAKS OF THOSE WHO ARE “UNWORTHY” TO PARTAKE OF THE COMMUNION, AND SUGGESTS THAT SUCH PEOPLE SHOULD BE FORBIDDEN TO PARTAKE. THIS IS AN OBVIOUS REFERENCE TO PAUL’S DISCUSSION IN 1 CORINTHIANS 11:27-29 (IN FACT, THE BOOK OF MORMON HAS A FOOTNOTE TO THAT EFFECT). THE APPLICATION MADE HERE, HOWEVER, SHOWS THAT THE WRITER OF THE BOOK OF MORMON UNDERSTANDS DIFFERENTLY WHAT PAUL WAS SAYING. PAUL WAS NOT DISCUSSING MAN’S PERSONAL WORTHINESS, OR LACK THEREOF. RATHER, HE WAS DISCUSSING THE MANNER IN WHICH THE COMMUNION WAS BEING PARTAKEN. THE CONTEXT MAKES THIS CLEAR. THE WORD “UNWORTHILY” IS AN ADVERB OF MANNER, AND POINTS TO THE WAY OR MANNER IN WHICH A THING IS DONE. THE CHURCH AT CORINTH WAS ABUSING THE COMMUNION IN THE MANNER THEY WERE OBSERVING IT BY TURNING IT INTO A COMMON MEAL. BUT COMMON SENSE ALWAYS DECLARES IF YOU ARE UNWORTHY, YOU, CANNOT PARTAKE FROM THE LORD, UNLESS YOU WANT TO BE ETERNALLY DAMNED BY THE LORD IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23 & 1ST CORINTHIANS 2:6-16; 6:9-10 & GALATIANS 5:19-21. 
MISSPELLED WORDS IN THE MORMON BIBLE
• “JOURNIED” (FOR JOURNEYED; 1 NEPHI 4:38; 5:6; 7:6; 18:25; 2 NEPHI 5:7; OMNI 1:16) • “BELLOWSES” (FOR BELLOWS; 1 NEPHI 17:11) • “FEADING” (FOR FEEDING; ENOS 1:20) • “SAYETH” (FOR SAITH; MOSIAH 12:21) • “BABLINGS” (FOR BABBLINGS; ALMA 1:32) • “TEMPELS” (FOR TEMPLES; ALMA 16:13) • “YARS” (FOR YEARS; ALMA 19:16) • “PHRENSIED” (FOR FRENZIED; ALMA 30:16) • “EIGTH” (FOR EIGHTH; ALMA 53:23) • “ADHEAR” (FOR ADHERE; ALMA 60:34) • “EATHETH” (FOR EATETH; 3 NEPHI 20:8) • “REREWARD” (FOR REARWARD; 3 NEPHI 20:42; 21:29). BEFORE THE HOLY BIBLE WAS THOROUGHLY EDITED, THERE WERE SCRIBAL MISSPELLED WORDS. CERTAIN OF THESE WORDS ARE NOT MISSPELLED, THEY SIMPLY USE THE OLD STYLE OF ENGLISH, RATHER THAN THE MODERN ENGLISH. ALSO, BEFORE THE HOLY BIBLE WAS THOROUGHLY EDITED, THERE WERE ALSO A CERTAIN NUMBER OF SCRIBAL MISSPELLED WORDS. IF YOU ARE AN AUTHOR & WRITER, THERE WILL MOST LIKELY BE MISSPELLED WORDS IN YOUR BOOKS! 
MISTAKES IN GRAMMAR IN THE MORMON BIBLE
• “BEHOLD, FOR NONE OF THESE I CANNOT HOPE” (2 NEPHI 33:9). • “AND MOSIAH, NOR THE PEOPLE OF MOSIAH, COULD NOT UNDERSTAND THEM” (OMNI 1:17). • “AND NOW BEHOLD THE LAMANITES COULD NOT RETREAT NEITHER WAY” (HELAMAN 1:31). • “YEA, IF MY DAYS COULD HAVE BEEN IN THEM DAYS” (HELAMAN 7:8). • “AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WAS, CERTAIN MEN PASSING BY” (HELAMAN 7:11). • “THAT ALL MIGHT SEE THE WRITING WHICH HE HAD WROTE” (ALMA 46:19). • “I WOULD CITE YOUR MINDS FORWARD TO THE TIME WHEN THE LORD GAVE THESE COMMANDMENTS” (ALMA 13:1). [STILL EXISTS IN RECENT EDITIONS] • “THEY DID NOT FIGHT AGAINST GOD NO MORE” (ALMA 23:7). • “I HAVE, WROTE TO THEM” (3 NEPHI 26:8). • “I, WERE ABOUT TO WRITE TO THEM” (3 NEPHI 26:11). • “...THE GATES OF HELL IS...” (3 NEPHI 18:13). • “...THE MULTITUDE HAD ALL, EAT” (3 NEPHI 20:9). • “I MORONI HAVE WRITTEN THE WORDS WHICH WAS COMMANDED” (ETHER 5:1). • “THE LAW HAD OUGHT TO BE DONE AWAY” (2 NEPHI 25:27). • “...WHICH WAS WROTE UPON THE PLATES...” (ALMA 44:24). • “ADAM AND EVE, WHICH WAS OUR FIRST PARENTS...,” (1 NEPHI 5:11). • “...WHO WAS THE MOST FOREMOST AMONG THEM” (ALMA 32:5). • “...THAT THERE MIGHT NOT BE NO MORE SORROW” (ALMA 29:2). • “AND THIS HE DONE” (ALMA 2:10). • IN THE FIRST CHAPTER ALONE OF THE BOOK OF MORMON (1 NEPHI 1, WHICH HAS ONLY 20 VERSES), THERE ARE NO LESS THAN FOUR SUCH ERRORS. TWO EXAMPLES ARE: “MY FATHER HAD READ AND SAW,” AND “THE TENDER MERCIES OF THE LORD IS...” BEFORE THE HOLY BIBLE WAS THOROUGHLY EDITED, THERE WERE ALSO A CERTAIN NUMBER OF SCRIBAL GRAMMAR MISTAKES. IF YOU ARE AN AUTHOR & WRITER, THERE WILL BE MOST LIKELY GRAMMATICAL MISTAKES IN YOUR BOOKS! 
WITH THE LORD THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS CONCOCTED WORDS IN THE MORMON BIBLE
BUT ALSO, IN TRUTH BELIEVES ALL THINGS & ENDURES ALL THINGS IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 13:1-13.
•  “PREPARATOR” (FOR PREPARER; 1 NEPHI 15:35) [STILL EXISTS IN LATER EDITIONS] • “ARRIVEN” (FOR ARRIVED; ALMA 20:30) • “NUMERORITY” (FOR A VAST NUMBER; ALMA 56:10) • “MOLTEN” (FOR MELT; ETHER 3:1) [STILL EXISTS IN RECENT EDITIONS] • “FLATTER” (FOR ALLURE AND INSTIGATE; ALMA 52:19 AND HELAMAN 1:7) • “ENORMITY” (FOR ENORMOUS; ALMA 52:5) • “ARRESTED” (FOR WRESTED; ALMA 41:1) • “CONSIGNED” (FOR CONVINCED; HELAMAN 7:9) • “REPAIR” (FOR RECOMPENSE; ALMA 27:8) [STILL EXISTS IN LATER EDITIONS] • “EZROM,” “SENINE,” AND “LIMNAH” (COINS; ALMA 11:6 AND ALMA 11:3) • “CIMETER” (A SWORD; ENOS 1:20) • “NEAS” (A PLANT; MOSIAH 9:9) • “SHEUM” (A CROP; MOSIAH 9:9) • “DESERET” (A BEE; ETHER 2:3) • “CURELOM” AND “CUMMONS” (UNIDENTIFIED ANIMALS; ETHER 9:19) BEFORE THE HOLY BIBLE WAS THOROUGHLY EDITED, IF THERE WERE ANY SCRIBAL CONCOCTED WORDS, IT IS JUSTIFIED BY THE LORD WHO CAN CREATE ANY KIND OF WORDS AT HIS OWN LEISURE, AT ANY TIME FOR IT TO ALWAYS BE THE ABSOLUTE TRUTH & ALSO INSPIRED BY THE LORD IN 2ND TIMOTHY 3:15-17 & ACTS 5:38-39.  
THE MORMON BIBLE
THE 1ST BOOK OF NEPHI
1 NEPHI 1
I, NEPHI, HAVING BEEN BORN OF GOODLY PARENTS, THEREFORE I WAS TAUGHT SOMEWHAT IN ALL THE LEARNING OF MY FATHER; AND HAVING SEEN MANY AFFLICTIONS IN THE COURSE OF MY DAYS, NEVERTHELESS, HAVING BEEN HIGHLY FAVORED OF THE LORD IN ALL MY DAYS; YEA, HAVING HAD A GREAT KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOODNESS AND THE MYSTERIES OF GOD, THEREFORE I MAKE A RECORD OF MY PROCEEDINGS IN MY DAYS. YEA, I MAKE A RECORD IN THE LANGUAGE OF MY FATHER, WHICH CONSISTS OF THE LEARNING OF THE JEWS AND THE LANGUAGE OF THE EGYPTIANS. AND I KNOW THAT THE RECORD WHICH I MAKE IS TRUE; AND I MAKE IT WITH MINE OWN HAND; AND I MAKE IT ACCORDING TO MY KNOWLEDGE. FOR IT CAME TO PASS IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH, KING OF JUDAH, (MY FATHER, LEHI, HAVING DWELT AT JERUSALEM IN ALL HIS DAYS); AND IN THAT SAME YEAR THERE CAME MANY PROPHETS, PROPHESYING UNTO THE PEOPLE THAT THEY MUST REPENT, OR THE GREAT CITY JERUSALEM MUST BE DESTROYED. WHEREFORE IT CAME TO PASS THAT MY FATHER, LEHI, AS HE WENT FORTH PRAYED UNTO THE LORD, YEA, EVEN WITH ALL HIS HEART, IN BEHALF OF HIS PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS AS HE PRAYED UNTO THE LORD, THERE CAME A PILLAR OF FIRE AND DWELT UPON A ROCK BEFORE HIM; AND HE SAW AND HEARD MUCH; AND BECAUSE OF THE THINGS WHICH HE SAW AND HEARD HE DID QUAKE AND TREMBLE EXCEEDINGLY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE RETURNED TO HIS OWN HOUSE AT JERUSALEM; AND HE CAST HIMSELF UPON HIS BED, BEING OVERCOME WITH THE SPIRIT AND THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD SEEN. AND BEING THUS OVERCOME WITH THE SPIRIT, HE WAS CARRIED AWAY IN A VISION, EVEN THAT HE SAW THE HEAVENS OPEN, AND HE THOUGHT HE SAW GOD SITTING UPON HIS THRONE, SURROUNDED WITH NUMBERLESS CONCOURSES OF ANGELS IN THE ATTITUDE OF SINGING AND PRAISING THEIR GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE SAW ONE DESCENDING OUT OF THE MIDST OF HEAVEN, AND HE BEHELD THAT HIS LUSTER WAS ABOVE THAT OF THE SUN AT NOONDAY. AND HE ALSO SAW TWELVE OTHERS FOLLOWING HIM, AND THEIR BRIGHTNESS DID EXCEED THAT OF THE STARS IN THE FIRMAMENT. AND THEY CAME DOWN AND WENT FORTH UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH; AND THE FIRST CAME AND STOOD BEFORE MY FATHER, AND GAVE UNTO HIM A BOOK, AND BADE HIM THAT HE SHOULD READ. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS HE READ, HE WAS FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD. AND HE READ, SAYING: WO, WO, UNTO JERUSALEM, FOR I HAVE SEEN THINE ABOMINATIONS! YEA, AND MANY THINGS DID MY FATHER READ CONCERNING JERUSALEM—THAT IT SHOULD BE DESTROYED, AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF; MANY SHOULD PERISH BY THE SWORD, AND MANY SHOULD BE CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE INTO BABYLON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN MY FATHER HAD READ AND SEEN MANY GREAT AND MARVELOUS THINGS, HE DID EXCLAIM MANY THINGS UNTO THE LORD; SUCH AS: GREAT AND MARVELOUS ARE THY WORKS, O LORD GOD ALMIGHTY! THY THRONE IS HIGH IN THE HEAVENS, AND THY POWER, AND GOODNESS, AND MERCY ARE OVER ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH; AND, BECAUSE THOU ART MERCIFUL, THOU WILT NOT SUFFER THOSE WHO COME UNTO THEE THAT THEY SHALL PERISH! AND AFTER THIS MANNER WAS THE LANGUAGE OF MY FATHER IN THE PRAISING OF HIS GOD; FOR HIS SOUL DID REJOICE, AND HIS WHOLE HEART WAS FILLED, BECAUSE OF THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD SEEN, YEA, WHICH THE LORD HAD SHOWN UNTO HIM. AND NOW I, NEPHI, DO NOT MAKE A FULL ACCOUNT OF THE THINGS WHICH MY FATHER HATH WRITTEN, FOR HE HATH WRITTEN MANY THINGS WHICH HE SAW IN VISIONS AND IN DREAMS; AND HE ALSO HATH WRITTEN MANY THINGS WHICH HE PROPHESIED AND SPAKE UNTO HIS CHILDREN, OF WHICH I SHALL NOT MAKE A FULL ACCOUNT. BUT I SHALL MAKE AN ACCOUNT OF MY PROCEEDINGS IN MY DAYS. BEHOLD, I MAKE AN ABRIDGMENT OF THE RECORD OF MY FATHER, UPON PLATES WHICH I HAVE MADE WITH MINE OWN HANDS; WHEREFORE, AFTER I HAVE ABRIDGED THE RECORD OF MY FATHER THEN WILL I MAKE AN ACCOUNT OF MINE OWN LIFE. THEREFORE, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD KNOW, THAT AFTER THE LORD HAD SHOWN SO MANY MARVELOUS THINGS UNTO MY FATHER, LEHI, YEA, CONCERNING THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM, BEHOLD HE WENT FORTH AMONG THE PEOPLE, AND BEGAN TO PROPHESY AND TO DECLARE UNTO THEM CONCERNING THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD BOTH SEEN AND HEARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE JEWS DID MOCK HIM BECAUSE OF THE THINGS WHICH HE TESTIFIED OF THEM; FOR HE TRULY TESTIFIED OF THEIR WICKEDNESS AND THEIR ABOMINATIONS; AND HE TESTIFIED THAT THE THINGS WHICH HE SAW AND HEARD, AND ALSO THE THINGS WHICH HE READ IN THE BOOK, MANIFESTED PLAINLY OF THE COMING OF A MESSIAH, AND ALSO THE REDEMPTION OF THE WORLD. AND WHEN THE JEWS HEARD THESE THINGS, THEY WERE ANGRY WITH HIM; YEA, EVEN AS WITH THE PROPHETS OF OLD, WHOM THEY HAD CAST OUT, AND STONED, AND SLAIN; AND THEY ALSO SOUGHT HIS LIFE, THAT THEY MIGHT TAKE IT AWAY. BUT BEHOLD, I, NEPHI, WILL SHOW UNTO YOU THAT THE TENDER MERCIES OF THE LORD ARE OVER ALL THOSE WHOM HE HATH CHOSEN, BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH, TO MAKE THEM MIGHTY EVEN UNTO THE POWER OF DELIVERANCE. FOR BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD SPAKE UNTO MY FATHER, YEA, EVEN IN A DREAM, AND SAID UNTO HIM: BLESSED ART THOU LEHI, BECAUSE OF THE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST DONE; AND BECAUSE THOU HAST BEEN FAITHFUL AND DECLARED UNTO THIS PEOPLE THE THINGS WHICH I COMMANDED THEE, BEHOLD, THEY SEEK TO TAKE AWAY THY LIFE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD COMMANDED MY FATHER, EVEN IN A DREAM, THAT HE SHOULD TAKE HIS FAMILY AND DEPART INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE WAS OBEDIENT UNTO THE WORD OF THE LORD, WHEREFORE HE DID AS THE LORD COMMANDED HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DEPARTED INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND HE LEFT HIS HOUSE, AND THE LAND OF HIS INHERITANCE, AND HIS GOLD, AND HIS SILVER, AND HIS PRECIOUS THINGS, AND TOOK NOTHING WITH HIM, SAVE IT WERE HIS FAMILY, AND PROVISIONS, AND TENTS, AND DEPARTED INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND HE CAME DOWN BY THE BORDERS NEAR THE SHORE OF THE RED SEA; AND HE TRAVELED IN THE WILDERNESS IN THE BORDERS WHICH ARE NEARER THE RED SEA; AND HE DID TRAVEL IN THE WILDERNESS WITH HIS FAMILY, WHICH CONSISTED OF MY MOTHER, SARIAH, AND MY ELDER BROTHERS, WHO WERE LAMAN, LEMUEL, AND SAM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN HE HAD TRAVELED THREE DAYS IN THE WILDERNESS, HE PITCHED HIS TENT IN A VALLEY BY THE SIDE OF A RIVER OF WATER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE BUILT AN ALTAR OF STONES, AND MADE AN OFFERING UNTO THE LORD, AND GAVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD OUR GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE CALLED THE NAME OF THE RIVER, LAMAN, AND IT EMPTIED INTO THE RED SEA; AND THE VALLEY WAS IN THE BORDERS NEAR THE MOUTH THEREOF. AND WHEN MY FATHER SAW THAT THE WATERS OF THE RIVER EMPTIED INTO THE FOUNTAIN OF THE RED SEA, HE SPAKE UNTO LAMAN, SAYING: O THAT THOU MIGHTEST BE LIKE UNTO THIS RIVER, CONTINUALLY RUNNING INTO THE FOUNTAIN OF ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS! AND HE ALSO SPAKE UNTO LEMUEL: O THAT THOU MIGHTEST BE LIKE UNTO THIS VALLEY, FIRM AND STEADFAST, AND IMMOVABLE IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD! NOW THIS HE SPAKE BECAUSE OF THE STIFFNECKEDNESS OF LAMAN AND LEMUEL; FOR BEHOLD THEY DID MURMUR IN MANY THINGS AGAINST THEIR FATHER, BECAUSE HE WAS A VISIONARY MAN, AND HAD LED THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, TO LEAVE THE LAND OF THEIR INHERITANCE, AND THEIR GOLD, AND THEIR SILVER, AND THEIR PRECIOUS THINGS, TO PERISH IN THE WILDERNESS. AND THIS THEY SAID HE HAD DONE BECAUSE OF THE FOOLISH IMAGINATIONS OF HIS HEART. AND THUS, LAMAN AND LEMUEL, BEING THE ELDEST, DID MURMUR AGAINST THEIR FATHER. AND THEY DID MURMUR BECAUSE THEY KNEW NOT THE DEALINGS OF THAT GOD WHO HAD CREATED THEM. NEITHER DID THEY BELIEVE THAT JERUSALEM, THAT GREAT CITY, COULD BE DESTROYED ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS. AND THEY WERE LIKE UNTO THE JEWS WHO WERE AT JERUSALEM, WHO SOUGHT TO TAKE AWAY THE LIFE OF MY FATHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MY FATHER DID SPEAK UNTO THEM IN THE VALLEY OF LEMUEL, WITH POWER, BEING FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT, UNTIL THEIR FRAMES DID SHAKE BEFORE HIM. AND HE DID CONFOUND THEM, THAT THEY DURST NOT UTTER AGAINST HIM; WHEREFORE, THEY DID AS HE COMMANDED THEM. AND MY FATHER DWELT IN A TENT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, BEING EXCEEDINGLY YOUNG, NEVERTHELESS BEING LARGE IN STATURE, AND ALSO HAVING GREAT DESIRES TO KNOW OF THE MYSTERIES OF GOD, WHEREFORE, I DID CRY UNTO THE LORD; AND BEHOLD HE DID VISIT ME, AND DID SOFTEN MY HEART THAT I DID BELIEVE ALL THE WORDS WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY MY FATHER; WHEREFORE, I DID NOT REBEL AGAINST HIM LIKE UNTO MY BROTHERS. AND I SPAKE UNTO SAM, MAKING KNOWN UNTO HIM THE THINGS WHICH THE LORD HAD MANIFESTED UNTO ME BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE BELIEVED IN MY WORDS. BUT, BEHOLD, LAMAN AND LEMUEL WOULD NOT HEARKEN UNTO MY WORDS; AND BEING GRIEVED BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS I CRIED UNTO THE LORD FOR THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING: BLESSED ART THOU, NEPHI, BECAUSE OF THY FAITH, FOR THOU HAST SOUGHT ME DILIGENTLY, WITH LOWLINESS OF HEART. AND INASMUCH AS YE SHALL KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, YE SHALL PROSPER, AND SHALL BE LED TO A LAND OF PROMISE; YEA, EVEN A LAND WHICH I HAVE PREPARED FOR YOU; YEA, A LAND WHICH IS CHOICE ABOVE ALL OTHER LANDS. AND INASMUCH AS THY BRETHREN SHALL REBEL AGAINST THEE, THEY SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. AND INASMUCH AS THOU SHALT KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, THOU SHALT BE MADE A RULER AND A TEACHER OVER THY BRETHREN. FOR BEHOLD, IN THAT DAY THAT THEY SHALL REBEL AGAINST ME, I WILL CURSE THEM EVEN WITH A SORE CURSE, AND THEY SHALL HAVE NO POWER OVER THY SEED EXCEPT THEY SHALL REBEL AGAINST ME ALSO. AND IF IT SO BE THAT THEY REBEL AGAINST ME, THEY SHALL BE A SCOURGE UNTO THY SEED, TO STIR THEM UP IN THE WAYS OF REMEMBRANCE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, RETURNED FROM SPEAKING WITH THE LORD, TO THE TENT OF MY FATHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING: BEHOLD I HAVE DREAMED A DREAM, IN THE WHICH THE LORD HATH COMMANDED ME THAT THOU AND THY BRETHREN SHALL RETURN TO JERUSALEM. FOR BEHOLD, LABAN HATH THE RECORD OF THE JEWS AND ALSO A GENEALOGY OF MY FOREFATHERS, AND THEY ARE ENGRAVEN UPON PLATES OF BRASS. WHEREFORE, THE LORD HATH COMMANDED ME THAT THOU AND THY BROTHERS SHOULD GO UNTO THE HOUSE OF LABAN, AND SEEK THE RECORDS, AND BRING THEM DOWN HITHER INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND NOW, BEHOLD THY BROTHERS MURMUR, SAYING IT IS A HARD THING WHICH I HAVE REQUIRED OF THEM; BUT BEHOLD I HAVE NOT REQUIRED IT OF THEM, BUT IT IS A COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD. THEREFORE GO, MY SON, AND THOU SHALT BE FAVORED OF THE LORD, BECAUSE THOU HAST NOT MURMURED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, SAID UNTO MY FATHER: I WILL GO AND DO THE THINGS WHICH THE LORD HATH COMMANDED, FOR I KNOW THAT THE LORD GIVETH NO COMMANDMENTS UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, SAVE HE SHALL PREPARE A WAY FOR THEM THAT THEY MAY ACCOMPLISH THE THING WHICH HE COMMANDETH THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN MY FATHER HAD HEARD THESE WORDS, HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY GLAD, FOR HE KNEW THAT I HAD BEEN BLESSED OF THE LORD. AND I, NEPHI, AND MY BRETHREN TOOK OUR JOURNEY IN THE WILDERNESS, WITH OUR TENTS, TO GO UP TO THE LAND OF JERUSALEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN WE HAD GONE UP TO THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, I AND MY BRETHREN DID CONSULT ONE WITH ANOTHER. AND WE CAST LOTS—WHO OF US SHOULD GO IN UNTO THE HOUSE OF LABAN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LOT FELL UPON LAMAN; AND LAMAN WENT IN UNTO THE HOUSE OF LABAN, AND HE TALKED WITH HIM AS HE SAT IN HIS HOUSE. AND HE DESIRED OF LABAN THE RECORDS WHICH WERE ENGRAVEN UPON THE PLATES OF BRASS, WHICH CONTAINED THE GENEALOGY OF MY FATHER. AND BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT LABAN WAS ANGRY, AND THRUST HIM OUT FROM HIS PRESENCE; AND HE WOULD NOT THAT HE SHOULD HAVE THE RECORDS. WHEREFORE, HE SAID UNTO HIM: BEHOLD THOU ART A ROBBER, AND I WILL SLAY THEE. BUT LAMAN FLED OUT OF HIS PRESENCE, AND TOLD THE THINGS WHICH LABAN HAD DONE, UNTO US. AND WE BEGAN TO BE EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL, AND MY BRETHREN WERE ABOUT TO RETURN UNTO MY FATHER IN THE WILDERNESS. BUT BEHOLD I SAID UNTO THEM THAT: AS THE LORD LIVETH, AND AS WE LIVE, WE WILL NOT GO DOWN UNTO OUR FATHER IN THE WILDERNESS UNTIL WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED THE THING WHICH THE LORD HATH COMMANDED US. WHEREFORE, LET US BE FAITHFUL IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD; THEREFORE, LET US GO DOWN TO THE LAND OF OUR FATHER’S INHERITANCE, FOR BEHOLD HE LEFT GOLD AND SILVER, AND ALL MANNER OF RICHES. AND ALL THIS HE HATH DONE BECAUSE OF THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD. FOR HE KNEW THAT JERUSALEM MUST BE DESTROYED, BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THE PEOPLE. FOR BEHOLD, THEY HAVE REJECTED THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS. WHEREFORE, IF MY FATHER SHOULD DWELL IN THE LAND AFTER HE HATH BEEN COMMANDED TO FLEE OUT OF THE LAND, BEHOLD, HE WOULD ALSO PERISH. WHEREFORE, IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT HE, FLEE OUT OF THE LAND. AND BEHOLD, IT IS WISDOM IN GOD THAT WE SHOULD OBTAIN THESE RECORDS, THAT WE MAY PRESERVE UNTO OUR CHILDREN THE LANGUAGE OF OUR FATHERS; AND ALSO, THAT WE MAY PRESERVE UNTO THEM THE WORDS WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN BY THE MOUTH OF ALL THE HOLY PROPHETS, WHICH HAVE BEEN DELIVERED UNTO THEM BY THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF GOD, SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN, EVEN DOWN UNTO THIS PRESENT TIME. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THIS MANNER OF LANGUAGE, DID I PERSUADE MY BRETHREN, THAT THEY MIGHT BE FAITHFUL IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE WENT DOWN TO THE LAND OF OUR INHERITANCE, AND WE DID GATHER TOGETHER OUR GOLD, AND OUR SILVER, AND OUR PRECIOUS THINGS. AND AFTER WE HAD GATHERED THESE THINGS TOGETHER, WE WENT UP AGAIN UNTO THE HOUSE OF LABAN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE WENT IN UNTO LABAN, AND DESIRED HIM THAT HE WOULD GIVE UNTO US THE RECORDS WHICH WERE ENGRAVEN UPON THE PLATES OF BRASS, FOR WHICH WE WOULD GIVE UNTO HIM OUR GOLD, AND OUR SILVER, AND ALL OUR PRECIOUS THINGS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN LABAN SAW OUR PROPERTY, AND THAT IT WAS EXCEEDINGLY GREAT, HE DID LUST AFTER IT, INSOMUCH THAT HE THRUST US OUT, AND SENT HIS SERVANTS TO SLAY US, THAT HE MIGHT OBTAIN OUR PROPERTY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID FLEE BEFORE THE SERVANTS OF LABAN, AND WE WERE OBLIGED TO LEAVE BEHIND OUR PROPERTY, AND IT FELL INTO THE HANDS OF LABAN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE FLED INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND THE SERVANTS OF LABAN DID NOT OVERTAKE US, AND WE HID OURSELVES IN THE CAVITY OF A ROCK. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT LAMAN WAS ANGRY WITH ME, AND ALSO WITH MY FATHER; AND ALSO, WAS LEMUEL, FOR HE HEARKENED UNTO THE WORDS OF LAMAN. WHEREFORE LAMAN AND LEMUEL DID SPEAK MANY HARD WORDS UNTO US, THEIR YOUNGER BROTHERS, AND THEY DID SMITE US EVEN WITH A ROD. AND IT CAME TO PASS AS THEY SMOTE US WITH A ROD, BEHOLD, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD CAME AND STOOD BEFORE THEM, AND HE SPAKE UNTO THEM, SAYING: WHY DO YE SMITE YOUR YOUNGER BROTHER WITH A ROD? KNOW YE NOT THAT THE LORD HATH CHOSEN HIM TO BE A RULER OVER YOU, AND THIS BECAUSE OF YOUR INIQUITIES? BEHOLD YE SHALL GO UP TO JERUSALEM AGAIN, AND THE LORD WILL DELIVER LABAN INTO YOUR HANDS. AND AFTER THE ANGEL HAD SPOKEN UNTO US, HE DEPARTED. AND AFTER THE ANGEL HAD DEPARTED, LAMAN AND LEMUEL AGAIN BEGAN TO MURMUR, SAYING: HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THE LORD WILL DELIVER LABAN INTO OUR HANDS? BEHOLD, HE IS A MIGHTY MAN, AND HE CAN COMMAND FIFTY, YEA, EVEN HE CAN SLAY FIFTY; THEN WHY NOT US? AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I SPAKE UNTO MY BRETHREN, SAYING: LET US GO UP AGAIN UNTO JERUSALEM, AND LET US BE FAITHFUL IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD; FOR BEHOLD HE IS MIGHTIER THAN ALL THE EARTH, THEN WHY NOT MIGHTIER THAN LABAN AND HIS FIFTY, YEA, OR EVEN THAN HIS TENS OF THOUSANDS? THEREFORE, LET US GO UP; LET US BE STRONG LIKE UNTO MOSES; FOR HE TRULY SPAKE UNTO THE WATERS OF THE RED SEA AND THEY DIVIDED HITHER AND THITHER, AND OUR FATHERS CAME THROUGH, OUT OF CAPTIVITY, ON DRY GROUND, AND THE ARMIES OF PHARAOH DID FOLLOW AND WERE DROWNED IN THE WATERS OF THE RED SEA. NOW BEHOLD YE KNOW THAT THIS IS TRUE; AND YE ALSO KNOW THAT AN ANGEL HATH SPOKEN UNTO YOU; WHEREFORE CAN YE DOUBT? LET US GO UP; THE LORD IS ABLE TO DELIVER US, EVEN AS OUR FATHERS, AND TO DESTROY LABAN, EVEN AS THE EGYPTIANS. NOW WHEN I HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, THEY WERE YET WROTH, AND DID STILL CONTINUE TO MURMUR; NEVERTHELESS, THEY DID FOLLOW ME UP UNTIL WE CAME WITHOUT THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM. AND IT WAS BY NIGHT; AND I CAUSED THAT THEY SHOULD HIDE THEMSELVES WITHOUT THE WALLS. AND AFTER THEY HAD, HID THEMSELVES, I, NEPHI, CREPT INTO THE CITY AND WENT FORTH TOWARDS THE HOUSE OF LABAN. AND I WAS LED BY THE SPIRIT, NOT KNOWING BEFOREHAND THE THINGS WHICH I SHOULD DO. NEVERTHELESS, I WENT FORTH, AND AS I CAME NEAR UNTO THE HOUSE OF LABAN, I BEHELD A MAN, AND HE HAD FALLEN TO THE EARTH BEFORE ME, FOR HE WAS DRUNKEN WITH WINE. AND WHEN I CAME TO HIM, I FOUND THAT IT WAS LABAN. AND I BEHELD HIS SWORD, AND I DREW IT FORTH FROM THE SHEATH THEREOF; AND THE HILT THEREOF WAS OF PURE GOLD, AND THE WORKMANSHIP THEREOF WAS EXCEEDINGLY FINE, AND I SAW THAT THE BLADE THEREOF WAS OF THE MOST PRECIOUS STEEL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I WAS CONSTRAINED BY THE SPIRIT THAT I SHOULD KILL LABAN; BUT I SAID IN MY HEART: NEVER AT ANY TIME HAVE I SHED THE BLOOD OF MAN. AND I SHRUNK AND WOULD THAT I MIGHT NOT SLAY HIM. AND THE SPIRIT SAID UNTO ME AGAIN: BEHOLD THE LORD HATH DELIVERED HIM INTO THY HANDS. YEA, AND I ALSO KNEW THAT HE HAD SOUGHT TO TAKE AWAY MINE OWN LIFE; YEA, AND HE WOULD NOT HEARKEN UNTO THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD; AND HE ALSO HAD TAKEN AWAY OUR PROPERTY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE SPIRIT SAID UNTO ME AGAIN: SLAY HIM, FOR THE LORD HATH DELIVERED HIM INTO THY HANDS; BEHOLD THE LORD SLAYETH THE WICKED TO BRING FORTH HIS RIGHTEOUS PURPOSES. IT IS BETTER THAT ONE MAN SHOULD PERISH THAN THAT A NATION SHOULD DWINDLE AND PERISH IN UNBELIEF. AND NOW, WHEN I, NEPHI, HAD HEARD THESE WORDS, I REMEMBERED THE WORDS OF THE LORD WHICH HE SPAKE UNTO ME IN THE WILDERNESS, SAYING THAT: INASMUCH AS THY SEED SHALL KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, THEY SHALL PROSPER IN THE LAND OF PROMISE. YEA, AND I ALSO THOUGHT THAT THEY COULD NOT KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MOSES, SAVE THEY SHOULD HAVE THE LAW. AND I ALSO KNEW THAT THE LAW WAS ENGRAVEN UPON THE PLATES OF BRASS. AND AGAIN, I KNEW THAT THE LORD HAD DELIVERED LABAN INTO MY HANDS FOR THIS CAUSE—THAT I MIGHT OBTAIN THE RECORDS ACCORDING TO HIS COMMANDMENTS. THEREFORE, I DID OBEY THE VOICE OF THE SPIRIT, AND TOOK LABAN BY THE HAIR OF THE HEAD, AND I SMOTE OFF HIS HEAD WITH HIS OWN SWORD. AND AFTER I HAD SMITTEN OFF HIS HEAD WITH HIS OWN SWORD, I TOOK THE GARMENTS OF LABAN AND PUT THEM UPON MINE OWN BODY; YEA, EVEN EVERY WHIT; AND I DID GIRD ON HIS ARMOR ABOUT MY LOINS. AND AFTER I HAD DONE THIS, I WENT FORTH UNTO THE TREASURY OF LABAN. AND AS I WENT FORTH TOWARDS THE TREASURY OF LABAN, BEHOLD, I SAW THE SERVANT OF LABAN WHO HAD THE KEYS OF THE TREASURY. AND I COMMANDED HIM IN THE VOICE OF LABAN, THAT HE SHOULD GO WITH ME INTO THE TREASURY. AND HE SUPPOSED ME TO BE HIS MASTER, LABAN, FOR HE BEHELD THE GARMENTS AND ALSO THE SWORD GIRDED ABOUT MY LOINS. AND HE SPAKE UNTO ME CONCERNING THE ELDERS OF THE JEWS, HE KNOWING THAT HIS MASTER, LABAN, HAD BEEN OUT BY NIGHT AMONG THEM. AND I SPAKE UNTO HIM AS IF IT HAD BEEN LABAN. AND I ALSO SPAKE UNTO HIM THAT I SHOULD CARRY THE ENGRAVINGS, WHICH WERE UPON THE PLATES OF BRASS, TO MY ELDER BRETHREN, WHO WERE WITHOUT THE WALLS. AND I ALSO BADE HIM THAT HE SHOULD FOLLOW ME. AND HE, SUPPOSING THAT I SPAKE OF THE BRETHREN OF THE CHURCH, AND THAT I WAS TRULY THAT LABAN WHOM I HAD SLAIN, WHEREFORE HE DID FOLLOW ME. AND HE SPAKE UNTO ME MANY TIMES CONCERNING THE ELDERS OF THE JEWS, AS I WENT FORTH UNTO MY BRETHREN, WHO WERE WITHOUT THE WALLS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN LAMAN SAW ME HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY FRIGHTENED, AND ALSO LEMUEL AND SAM. AND THEY FLED FROM BEFORE MY PRESENCE; FOR THEY SUPPOSED IT WAS LABAN, AND THAT HE HAD SLAIN ME AND HAD SOUGHT TO TAKE AWAY THEIR LIVES ALSO. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I CALLED AFTER THEM, AND THEY DID HEAR ME; WHEREFORE THEY DID CEASE TO FLEE FROM MY PRESENCE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE SERVANT OF LABAN BEHELD MY BRETHREN HE BEGAN TO TREMBLE, AND WAS ABOUT TO FLEE FROM BEFORE ME AND RETURN TO THE CITY OF JERUSALEM. AND NOW I, NEPHI, BEING A MAN LARGE IN STATURE, AND ALSO HAVING RECEIVED MUCH STRENGTH OF THE LORD, THEREFORE I DID SEIZE UPON THE SERVANT OF LABAN, AND HELD HIM, THAT HE SHOULD NOT FLEE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I SPAKE WITH HIM, THAT IF HE WOULD HEARKEN UNTO MY WORDS, AS THE LORD LIVETH, AND AS I LIVE, EVEN SO THAT IF HE WOULD HEARKEN UNTO OUR WORDS, WE WOULD SPARE HIS LIFE. AND I SPAKE UNTO HIM, EVEN WITH AN OATH, THAT HE NEED NOT FEAR; THAT HE SHOULD BE A FREE MAN LIKE UNTO US IF HE WOULD GO DOWN IN THE WILDERNESS WITH US. AND I ALSO SPAKE UNTO HIM, SAYING: SURELY THE LORD HATH COMMANDED US TO DO THIS THING; AND SHALL WE NOT BE DILIGENT IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD? THEREFORE, IF THOU WILT GO DOWN INTO THE WILDERNESS TO MY FATHER, THOU SHALT HAVE PLACE WITH US. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ZORAM DID TAKE COURAGE AT THE WORDS WHICH I SPAKE. NOW ZORAM WAS THE NAME OF THE SERVANT; AND HE PROMISED THAT HE WOULD GO DOWN INTO THE WILDERNESS UNTO OUR FATHER. YEA, AND HE ALSO MADE AN OATH UNTO US THAT HE WOULD TARRY WITH US FROM THAT TIME FORTH. NOW WE WERE DESIROUS THAT HE SHOULD TARRY WITH US FOR THIS CAUSE, THAT THE JEWS MIGHT NOT KNOW CONCERNING OUR FLIGHT INTO THE WILDERNESS, LEST THEY SHOULD PURSUE US AND DESTROY US. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN ZORAM HAD MADE AN OATH UNTO US, OUR FEARS DID CEASE CONCERNING HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE TOOK THE PLATES OF BRASS AND THE SERVANT OF LABAN, AND DEPARTED INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND JOURNEYED UNTO THE TENT OF OUR FATHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER WE HAD COME DOWN INTO THE WILDERNESS UNTO OUR FATHER, BEHOLD, HE WAS FILLED WITH JOY, AND ALSO MY MOTHER, SARIAH, WAS EXCEEDINGLY GLAD, FOR SHE TRULY HAD MOURNED BECAUSE OF US. FOR SHE HAD SUPPOSED THAT WE HAD PERISHED IN THE WILDERNESS; AND SHE ALSO HAD COMPLAINED AGAINST MY FATHER, TELLING HIM THAT HE WAS A VISIONARY MAN; SAYING: BEHOLD THOU HAST LED US FORTH FROM THE LAND OF OUR INHERITANCE, AND MY SONS ARE NO MORE, AND WE PERISH IN THE WILDERNESS. AND AFTER THIS MANNER OF LANGUAGE HAD MY MOTHER COMPLAINED AGAINST MY FATHER. AND IT HAD COME TO PASS THAT MY FATHER SPAKE UNTO HER, SAYING: I KNOW THAT I AM A VISIONARY MAN; FOR IF I HAD NOT SEEN THE THINGS OF GOD IN A VISION, I SHOULD NOT HAVE KNOWN THE GOODNESS OF GOD, BUT HAD TARRIED AT JERUSALEM, AND HAD PERISHED WITH MY BRETHREN. BUT BEHOLD, I HAVE OBTAINED A LAND OF PROMISE, IN THE WHICH THINGS I DO REJOICE; YEA, AND I KNOW THAT THE LORD WILL DELIVER MY SONS OUT OF THE HANDS OF LABAN, AND BRING THEM DOWN AGAIN UNTO US IN THE WILDERNESS. AND AFTER THIS MANNER OF LANGUAGE DID MY FATHER, LEHI, COMFORT MY MOTHER, SARIAH, CONCERNING US, WHILE WE JOURNEYED IN THE WILDERNESS UP TO THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, TO OBTAIN THE RECORD OF THE JEWS. AND WHEN WE HAD RETURNED TO THE TENT OF MY FATHER, BEHOLD THEIR JOY WAS FULL, AND MY MOTHER WAS COMFORTED. AND SHE SPAKE, SAYING: NOW I KNOW OF A SURETY THAT THE LORD HATH COMMANDED MY HUSBAND TO FLEE INTO THE WILDERNESS; YEA, AND I ALSO KNOW OF A SURETY THAT THE LORD HATH PROTECTED MY SONS, AND DELIVERED THEM OUT OF THE HANDS OF LABAN, AND GIVEN THEM POWER WHEREBY THEY COULD ACCOMPLISH THE THING WHICH THE LORD HATH COMMANDED THEM. AND AFTER THIS MANNER OF LANGUAGE DID, SHE SPEAK. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID REJOICE EXCEEDINGLY, AND DID OFFER SACRIFICE AND BURNT OFFERINGS UNTO THE LORD; AND THEY GAVE THANKS UNTO THE GOD OF ISRAEL. AND AFTER THEY HAD GIVEN THANKS UNTO THE GOD OF ISRAEL, MY FATHER, LEHI, TOOK THE RECORDS WHICH WERE ENGRAVEN UPON THE PLATES OF BRASS, AND HE DID SEARCH THEM FROM THE BEGINNING. AND HE BEHELD THAT THEY DID CONTAIN THE FIVE BOOKS OF MOSES, WHICH GAVE AN ACCOUNT OF THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, AND ALSO OF ADAM AND EVE, WHO WERE OUR FIRST PARENTS; AND ALSO, A RECORD OF THE JEWS FROM THE BEGINNING, EVEN DOWN TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH, KING OF JUDAH; AND ALSO, THE PROPHECIES OF THE HOLY PROPHETS, FROM THE BEGINNING, EVEN DOWN TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH; AND ALSO, MANY PROPHECIES WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN BY THE MOUTH OF JEREMIAH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MY FATHER, LEHI, ALSO FOUND UPON THE PLATES OF BRASS A GENEALOGY OF HIS FATHERS; WHEREFORE HE KNEW THAT HE WAS A DESCENDANT OF JOSEPH; YEA, EVEN THAT JOSEPH WHO WAS THE SON OF JACOB, WHO WAS SOLD INTO EGYPT, AND WHO WAS PRESERVED BY THE HAND OF THE LORD, THAT HE MIGHT PRESERVE HIS FATHER, JACOB, AND ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD FROM PERISHING WITH FAMINE. AND THEY WERE ALSO LED OUT OF CAPTIVITY AND OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, BY THAT SAME GOD WHO HAD PRESERVED THEM. AND THUS, MY FATHER, LEHI, DID DISCOVER THE GENEALOGY OF HIS FATHERS. AND LABAN ALSO WAS A DESCENDANT OF JOSEPH, WHEREFORE HE AND HIS FATHERS HAD KEPT THE RECORDS. AND NOW WHEN MY FATHER SAW ALL THESE THINGS, HE WAS FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT, AND BEGAN TO PROPHESY CONCERNING HIS SEED—THAT THESE PLATES OF BRASS SHOULD GO FORTH UNTO ALL NATIONS, KINDREDS, TONGUES, AND PEOPLE WHO WERE OF HIS SEED. WHEREFORE, HE SAID THAT THESE PLATES OF BRASS SHOULD NEVER PERISH; NEITHER SHOULD THEY BE DIMMED ANY MORE BY TIME. AND HE PROPHESIED MANY THINGS CONCERNING HIS SEED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THUS FAR I AND MY FATHER HAD KEPT THE COMMANDMENTS WHEREWITH THE LORD HAD COMMANDED US. AND WE HAD OBTAINED THE RECORDS WHICH THE LORD HAD COMMANDED US, AND SEARCHED THEM AND FOUND THAT THEY WERE DESIRABLE; YEA, EVEN OF GREAT WORTH UNTO US, INSOMUCH THAT WE COULD PRESERVE THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD UNTO OUR CHILDREN. WHEREFORE, IT WAS WISDOM IN THE LORD THAT WE SHOULD CARRY THEM WITH US, AS WE JOURNEYED IN THE WILDERNESS TOWARDS THE LAND OF PROMISE.
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AND NOW I, NEPHI, DO NOT GIVE THE GENEALOGY OF MY FATHERS IN THIS PART OF MY RECORD; NEITHER AT ANY TIME SHALL I GIVE IT AFTER UPON THESE PLATES WHICH I AM WRITING; FOR IT IS GIVEN IN THE RECORD WHICH HAS BEEN KEPT BY MY FATHER; WHEREFORE, I DO NOT WRITE IT IN THIS WORK. FOR IT SUFFICETH ME TO SAY THAT WE ARE DESCENDANTS OF JOSEPH. AND IT MATTERETH NOT TO ME THAT I AM PARTICULAR TO GIVE A FULL ACCOUNT OF ALL THE THINGS OF MY FATHER, FOR THEY CANNOT BE WRITTEN UPON THESE PLATES, FOR I DESIRE THE ROOM THAT I MAY WRITE OF THE THINGS OF GOD. FOR THE FULNESS OF MINE INTENT IS THAT I MAY PERSUADE MEN TO COME UNTO THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB, AND BE SAVED. WHEREFORE, THE THINGS WHICH ARE PLEASING UNTO THE WORLD I DO NOT WRITE, BUT THE THINGS WHICH ARE PLEASING UNTO GOD AND UNTO THOSE WHO ARE NOT OF THE WORLD. WHEREFORE, I SHALL GIVE COMMANDMENT UNTO MY SEED, THAT THEY SHALL NOT OCCUPY THESE PLATES WITH THINGS WHICH ARE NOT OF WORTH UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND NOW I WOULD THAT YE MIGHT KNOW, THAT AFTER MY FATHER, LEHI, HAD MADE AN END OF PROPHESYING CONCERNING HIS SEED, IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD SPAKE UNTO HIM AGAIN, SAYING THAT IT WAS NOT MEET FOR HIM, LEHI, THAT HE SHOULD TAKE HIS FAMILY INTO THE WILDERNESS ALONE; BUT THAT HIS SONS SHOULD TAKE DAUGHTERS TO WIFE, THAT THEY MIGHT RAISE UP SEED UNTO THE LORD IN THE LAND OF PROMISE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD COMMANDED HIM THAT I, NEPHI, AND MY BRETHREN, SHOULD AGAIN RETURN UNTO THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, AND BRING DOWN ISHMAEL AND HIS FAMILY INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, DID AGAIN, WITH MY BRETHREN, GO FORTH INTO THE WILDERNESS TO GO UP TO JERUSALEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE WENT UP UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISHMAEL, AND WE DID GAIN FAVOR IN THE SIGHT OF ISHMAEL, INSOMUCH THAT WE DID SPEAK UNTO HIM THE WORDS OF THE LORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD DID SOFTEN THE HEART OF ISHMAEL, AND ALSO HIS HOUSEHOLD, INSOMUCH THAT THEY TOOK THEIR JOURNEY WITH US DOWN INTO THE WILDERNESS TO THE TENT OF OUR FATHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS WE JOURNEYED IN THE WILDERNESS, BEHOLD LAMAN AND LEMUEL, AND TWO OF THE DAUGHTERS OF ISHMAEL, AND THE TWO SONS OF ISHMAEL AND THEIR FAMILIES, DID REBEL AGAINST US; YEA, AGAINST ME, NEPHI, AND SAM, AND THEIR FATHER, ISHMAEL, AND HIS WIFE, AND HIS THREE OTHER DAUGHTERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE WHICH REBELLION, THEY WERE DESIROUS TO RETURN UNTO THE LAND OF JERUSALEM. AND NOW I, NEPHI, BEING GRIEVED FOR THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS, THEREFORE I SPAKE UNTO THEM, SAYING, YEA, EVEN UNTO LAMAN AND UNTO LEMUEL: BEHOLD YE ARE MINE ELDER BRETHREN, AND HOW IS IT THAT YE ARE SO HARD IN YOUR HEARTS, AND SO BLIND IN YOUR MINDS, THAT YE HAVE NEED THAT I, YOUR YOUNGER BROTHER, SHOULD SPEAK UNTO YOU, YEA, AND SET AN EXAMPLE FOR YOU? HOW IS IT THAT YE HAVE NOT HEARKENED UNTO THE WORD OF THE LORD? HOW IS IT THAT YE HAVE FORGOTTEN THAT YE HAVE SEEN AN ANGEL OF THE LORD? YEA, AND HOW IS IT THAT YE HAVE FORGOTTEN WHAT GREAT THINGS THE LORD HATH DONE FOR US, IN DELIVERING US OUT OF THE HANDS OF LABAN, AND ALSO THAT WE SHOULD OBTAIN THE RECORD? YEA, AND HOW IS IT THAT YE HAVE FORGOTTEN THAT THE LORD IS ABLE TO DO ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, FOR THE CHILDREN OF MEN, IF IT SO BE THAT THEY EXERCISE FAITH IN HIM? WHEREFORE, LET US BE FAITHFUL TO HIM. AND IF IT SO BE THAT WE ARE FAITHFUL TO HIM, WE SHALL OBTAIN THE LAND OF PROMISE; AND YE SHALL KNOW AT SOME FUTURE PERIOD THAT THE WORD OF THE LORD SHALL BE FULFILLED CONCERNING THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM; FOR ALL THINGS WHICH THE LORD HATH SPOKEN CONCERNING THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM MUST BE FULFILLED. FOR BEHOLD, THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD CEASETH SOON TO STRIVE WITH THEM; FOR BEHOLD, THEY HAVE REJECTED THE PROPHETS, AND JEREMIAH HAVE THEY CAST INTO PRISON. AND THEY HAVE SOUGHT TO TAKE AWAY THE LIFE OF MY FATHER, INSOMUCH THAT THEY HAVE DRIVEN HIM OUT OF THE LAND. NOW BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT IF YE WILL RETURN UNTO JERUSALEM YE SHALL ALSO PERISH WITH THEM. AND NOW, IF YE HAVE CHOICE, GO UP TO THE LAND, AND REMEMBER THE WORDS WHICH I SPEAK UNTO YOU, THAT IF YE GO YE WILL ALSO PERISH; FOR THUS THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD CONSTRAINETH ME THAT I SHOULD SPEAK. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN I, NEPHI, HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS UNTO MY BRETHREN, THEY WERE ANGRY WITH ME. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID LAY THEIR HANDS UPON ME, FOR BEHOLD, THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY WROTH, AND THEY DID BIND ME WITH CORDS, FOR THEY SOUGHT TO TAKE AWAY MY LIFE, THAT THEY MIGHT LEAVE ME IN THE WILDERNESS TO BE DEVOURED BY WILD BEASTS. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT I PRAYED UNTO THE LORD, SAYING: O LORD, ACCORDING TO MY FAITH WHICH IS IN THEE, WILT THOU DELIVER ME FROM THE HANDS OF MY BRETHREN; YEA, EVEN GIVE ME STRENGTH THAT I MAY BURST THESE BANDS WITH WHICH I AM BOUND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN I HAD SAID THESE WORDS, BEHOLD, THE BANDS WERE LOOSED FROM OFF MY HANDS AND FEET, AND I STOOD BEFORE MY BRETHREN, AND I SPAKE UNTO THEM AGAIN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE ANGRY WITH ME AGAIN, AND SOUGHT TO LAY HANDS UPON ME; BUT BEHOLD, ONE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF ISHMAEL, YEA, AND ALSO HER MOTHER, AND ONE OF THE SONS OF ISHMAEL, DID PLEAD WITH MY BRETHREN, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID SOFTEN THEIR HEARTS; AND THEY DID CEASE STRIVING TO TAKE AWAY MY LIFE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE SORROWFUL, BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID BOW DOWN BEFORE ME, AND DID PLEAD WITH ME THAT I WOULD FORGIVE THEM OF THE THING THAT THEY HAD DONE AGAINST ME. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I DID FRANKLY FORGIVE THEM ALL THAT THEY HAD DONE, AND I DID EXHORT THEM THAT THEY WOULD PRAY UNTO THE LORD THEIR GOD FOR FORGIVENESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID SO. AND AFTER THEY HAD DONE PRAYING UNTO THE LORD WE DID AGAIN TRAVEL ON OUR JOURNEY TOWARDS THE TENT OF OUR FATHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID COME DOWN UNTO THE TENT OF OUR FATHER. AND AFTER I AND MY BRETHREN AND ALL THE HOUSE OF ISHMAEL HAD COME DOWN UNTO THE TENT OF MY FATHER, THEY DID GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD THEIR GOD; AND THEY DID OFFER SACRIFICE AND BURNT OFFERINGS UNTO HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE HAD GATHERED TOGETHER ALL MANNER OF SEEDS OF EVERY KIND, BOTH OF GRAIN OF EVERY KIND, AND ALSO OF THE SEEDS OF FRUIT OF EVERY KIND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHILE MY FATHER TARRIED IN THE WILDERNESS, HE SPAKE UNTO US, SAYING: BEHOLD, I HAVE DREAMED A DREAM; OR, IN OTHER WORDS, I HAVE SEEN A VISION. AND BEHOLD, BECAUSE OF THE THING WHICH I HAVE SEEN, I HAVE REASON TO REJOICE IN THE LORD BECAUSE OF NEPHI AND ALSO OF SAM; FOR I HAVE REASON TO SUPPOSE THAT THEY, AND ALSO MANY OF THEIR SEED, WILL BE SAVED. BUT BEHOLD, LAMAN AND LEMUEL, I FEAR EXCEEDINGLY BECAUSE OF YOU; FOR BEHOLD, METHOUGHT I SAW IN MY DREAM, A DARK AND DREARY WILDERNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I SAW A MAN, AND HE WAS DRESSED IN A WHITE ROBE; AND HE CAME AND STOOD BEFORE ME. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE SPAKE UNTO ME, AND BADE ME FOLLOW HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS I FOLLOWED HIM, I BEHELD MYSELF THAT I WAS IN A DARK AND DREARY WASTE. AND AFTER I HAD TRAVELED FOR THE SPACE OF MANY HOURS IN DARKNESS, I BEGAN TO PRAY UNTO THE LORD THAT HE WOULD HAVE MERCY ON ME, ACCORDING TO THE MULTITUDE OF HIS TENDER MERCIES. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER I HAD PRAYED UNTO THE LORD, I BEHELD A LARGE AND SPACIOUS FIELD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD A TREE, WHOSE FRUIT WAS DESIRABLE TO MAKE ONE HAPPY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I DID GO FORTH AND PARTAKE OF THE FRUIT THEREOF; AND I BEHELD THAT IT WAS MOST SWEET, ABOVE ALL THAT I EVER BEFORE TASTED. YEA, AND I BEHELD THAT THE FRUIT THEREOF WAS WHITE, TO EXCEED ALL THE WHITENESS THAT I HAD EVER SEEN. AND AS I PARTOOK OF THE FRUIT THEREOF IT FILLED MY SOUL WITH EXCEEDINGLY GREAT JOY; WHEREFORE, I BEGAN TO BE DESIROUS THAT MY FAMILY SHOULD PARTAKE OF IT ALSO; FOR I KNEW THAT IT WAS DESIRABLE ABOVE ALL OTHER FRUIT. AND AS I CAST MY EYES ROUND ABOUT, THAT PERHAPS I MIGHT DISCOVER MY FAMILY ALSO, I BEHELD A RIVER OF WATER; AND IT RAN ALONG, AND IT WAS NEAR THE TREE OF WHICH I WAS PARTAKING THE FRUIT. AND I LOOKED TO BEHOLD FROM WHENCE IT CAME; AND I SAW THE HEAD THEREOF A LITTLE WAY OFF; AND AT THE HEAD THEREOF I BEHELD YOUR MOTHER SARIAH, AND SAM, AND NEPHI; AND THEY STOOD AS IF THEY KNEW NOT WHITHER, THEY SHOULD GO. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BECKONED UNTO THEM; AND I ALSO DID SAY UNTO THEM WITH A LOUD VOICE THAT THEY SHOULD COME UNTO ME, AND PARTAKE OF THE FRUIT, WHICH WAS DESIRABLE ABOVE ALL OTHER FRUIT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID COME UNTO ME AND PARTAKE OF THE FRUIT ALSO. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I WAS DESIROUS THAT LAMAN AND LEMUEL SHOULD COME AND PARTAKE OF THE FRUIT ALSO; WHEREFORE, I CAST MINE EYES TOWARDS THE HEAD OF THE RIVER, THAT PERHAPS I MIGHT SEE THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I SAW THEM, BUT THEY WOULD NOT COME UNTO ME AND PARTAKE OF THE FRUIT. AND I BEHELD A ROD OF IRON, AND IT EXTENDED ALONG THE BANK OF THE RIVER, AND LED TO THE TREE BY WHICH I STOOD. AND I ALSO BEHELD A STRAIT AND NARROW PATH, WHICH CAME ALONG BY THE ROD OF IRON, EVEN TO THE TREE BY WHICH I STOOD; AND IT ALSO LED BY THE HEAD OF THE FOUNTAIN, UNTO A LARGE AND SPACIOUS FIELD, AS IF IT HAD BEEN A WORLD. AND I SAW NUMBERLESS CONCOURSES OF PEOPLE, MANY OF WHOM WERE PRESSING FORWARD, THAT THEY MIGHT OBTAIN THE PATH WHICH LED UNTO THE TREE BY WHICH I STOOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID COME FORTH, AND COMMENCE IN THE PATH WHICH LED TO THE TREE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE AROSE A MIST OF DARKNESS; YEA, EVEN AN EXCEEDINGLY GREAT MIST OF DARKNESS, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WHO HAD COMMENCED IN THE PATH DID LOSE THEIR WAY, THAT THEY WANDERED OFF AND WERE LOST. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD OTHERS PRESSING FORWARD, AND THEY CAME FORTH AND CAUGHT HOLD OF THE END OF THE ROD OF IRON; AND THEY DID PRESS FORWARD THROUGH THE MIST OF DARKNESS, CLINGING TO THE ROD OF IRON, EVEN UNTIL THEY DID COME FORTH AND PARTAKE OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE. AND AFTER THEY HAD PARTAKEN OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE, THEY DID CAST THEIR EYES ABOUT AS IF THEY WERE ASHAMED. AND I ALSO CAST MY EYES ROUND ABOUT, AND BEHELD, ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE RIVER OF WATER, A GREAT AND SPACIOUS BUILDING; AND IT STOOD AS IT WERE IN THE AIR, HIGH ABOVE THE EARTH. AND IT WAS FILLED WITH PEOPLE, BOTH OLD AND YOUNG, BOTH MALE AND FEMALE; AND THEIR MANNER OF DRESS WAS EXCEEDINGLY FINE; AND THEY WERE IN THE ATTITUDE OF MOCKING AND POINTING THEIR FINGERS TOWARDS THOSE WHO HAD COME AT AND WERE PARTAKING OF THE FRUIT. AND AFTER THEY HAD TASTED OF THE FRUIT, THEY WERE ASHAMED, BECAUSE OF THOSE THAT WERE SCOFFING AT THEM; AND THEY FELL AWAY INTO FORBIDDEN PATHS AND WERE LOST. AND NOW I, NEPHI, DO NOT SPEAK ALL THE WORDS OF MY FATHER. BUT, TO BE SHORT IN WRITING, BEHOLD, HE SAW OTHER MULTITUDES PRESSING FORWARD; AND THEY CAME AND CAUGHT HOLD OF THE END OF THE ROD OF IRON; AND THEY DID PRESS THEIR WAY FORWARD, CONTINUALLY HOLDING FAST TO THE ROD OF IRON, UNTIL THEY CAME FORTH AND FELL DOWN AND PARTOOK OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE. AND HE ALSO SAW OTHER MULTITUDES FEELING THEIR WAY TOWARDS THAT GREAT AND SPACIOUS BUILDING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MANY WERE DROWNED IN THE DEPTHS OF THE FOUNTAIN; AND MANY WERE LOST FROM HIS VIEW, WANDERING IN STRANGE ROADS. AND GREAT WAS THE MULTITUDE THAT DID ENTER INTO THAT STRANGE BUILDING. AND AFTER THEY DID ENTER INTO THAT BUILDING, THEY DID POINT THE FINGER OF SCORN AT ME AND THOSE THAT WERE PARTAKING OF THE FRUIT ALSO; BUT WE HEEDED THEM NOT. THESE ARE THE WORDS OF MY FATHER: FOR AS MANY AS HEEDED THEM, HAD FALLEN AWAY. AND LAMAN AND LEMUEL PARTOOK NOT OF THE FRUIT, SAID MY FATHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER MY FATHER HAD SPOKEN ALL THE WORDS OF HIS DREAM OR VISION, WHICH WERE MANY, HE SAID UNTO US, BECAUSE OF THESE THINGS WHICH HE SAW IN A VISION, HE EXCEEDINGLY FEARED FOR LAMAN AND LEMUEL; YEA, HE FEARED LEST THEY SHOULD BE CAST OFF FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. AND HE DID EXHORT THEM THEN WITH ALL THE FEELING OF A TENDER PARENT, THAT THEY WOULD HEARKEN TO HIS WORDS, THAT PERHAPS THE LORD WOULD BE MERCIFUL TO THEM, AND NOT CAST THEM OFF; YEA, MY FATHER DID PREACH UNTO THEM. AND AFTER HE HAD PREACHED UNTO THEM, AND ALSO PROPHESIED UNTO THEM OF MANY THINGS, HE BADE THEM TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD; AND HE DID CEASE SPEAKING UNTO THEM. AND ALL THESE THINGS DID MY FATHER SEE, AND HEAR, AND SPEAK, AS HE DWELT IN A TENT, IN THE VALLEY OF LEMUEL, AND ALSO A GREAT MANY MORE THINGS, WHICH CANNOT BE WRITTEN UPON THESE PLATES. AND NOW, AS I HAVE SPOKEN CONCERNING THESE PLATES, BEHOLD THEY ARE NOT THE PLATES UPON WHICH I MAKE A FULL ACCOUNT OF THE HISTORY OF MY PEOPLE; FOR THE PLATES UPON WHICH I MAKE A FULL ACCOUNT OF MY PEOPLE I HAVE GIVEN THE NAME OF NEPHI; WHEREFORE, THEY ARE CALLED THE PLATES OF NEPHI, AFTER MINE OWN NAME; AND THESE PLATES ALSO ARE CALLED THE PLATES OF NEPHI. NEVERTHELESS, I HAVE RECEIVED A COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD THAT I SHOULD MAKE THESE PLATES, FOR THE SPECIAL PURPOSE THAT THERE SHOULD BE AN ACCOUNT ENGRAVEN OF THE MINISTRY OF MY PEOPLE. UPON THE OTHER PLATES SHOULD BE ENGRAVEN AN ACCOUNT OF THE REIGN OF THE KINGS, AND THE WARS AND CONTENTIONS OF MY PEOPLE; WHEREFORE THESE PLATES ARE FOR THE MORE PART OF THE MINISTRY; AND THE OTHER PLATES ARE FOR THE MORE PART OF THE REIGN OF THE KINGS AND THE WARS AND CONTENTIONS OF MY PEOPLE. WHEREFORE, THE LORD HATH COMMANDED ME TO MAKE THESE PLATES FOR A WISE PURPOSE IN HIM, WHICH PURPOSE I KNOW NOT. BUT THE LORD KNOWETH ALL THINGS FROM THE BEGINNING; WHEREFORE, HE PREPARETH A WAY TO ACCOMPLISH ALL HIS WORKS AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN; FOR BEHOLD, HE HATH ALL POWER UNTO THE FULFILLING OF ALL HIS WORDS. AND THUS, IT IS. AMEN.
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AND NOW I, NEPHI, PROCEED TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT UPON THESE PLATES OF MY PROCEEDINGS, AND MY REIGN AND MINISTRY; WHEREFORE, TO PROCEED WITH MINE ACCOUNT, I MUST SPEAK SOMEWHAT OF THE THINGS OF MY FATHER, AND ALSO OF MY BRETHREN. FOR BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS AFTER MY FATHER HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING THE WORDS OF HIS DREAM, AND ALSO OF EXHORTING THEM TO ALL DILIGENCE, HE SPAKE UNTO THEM CONCERNING THE JEWS—THAT AFTER THEY SHOULD BE DESTROYED, EVEN THAT GREAT CITY JERUSALEM, AND MANY BE CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE INTO BABYLON, ACCORDING TO THE OWN DUE TIME OF THE LORD, THEY SHOULD RETURN AGAIN, YEA, EVEN BE BROUGHT BACK OUT OF CAPTIVITY; AND AFTER THEY SHOULD BE BROUGHT BACK OUT OF CAPTIVITY THEY SHOULD POSSESS AGAIN THE LAND OF THEIR INHERITANCE. YEA, EVEN SIX HUNDRED YEARS FROM THE TIME THAT MY FATHER LEFT JERUSALEM, A PROPHET WOULD THE LORD GOD RAISE UP AMONG THE JEWS—EVEN A MESSIAH, OR, IN OTHER WORDS, A SAVIOR OF THE WORLD. AND HE ALSO SPAKE CONCERNING THE PROPHETS, HOW GREAT A NUMBER HAD TESTIFIED OF THESE THINGS, CONCERNING THIS MESSIAH, OF WHOM HE HAD SPOKEN, OR THIS REDEEMER OF THE WORLD. WHEREFORE, ALL MANKIND, WERE IN A LOST AND IN A FALLEN STATE, AND EVER WOULD BE SAVE THEY SHOULD RELY ON THIS REDEEMER. AND HE SPAKE ALSO CONCERNING A PROPHET WHO SHOULD COME BEFORE THE MESSIAH, TO PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD—YEA, EVEN HE SHOULD GO FORTH AND CRY IN THE WILDERNESS: PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE LORD, AND MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT; FOR THERE STANDETH ONE AMONG YOU WHOM YE KNOW NOT; AND HE IS MIGHTIER THAN I, WHOSE SHOE’S LATCHET I AM NOT WORTHY TO UNLOOSE. AND MUCH SPAKE MY FATHER CONCERNING THIS THING. AND MY FATHER SAID HE SHOULD BAPTIZE IN BETHABARA, BEYOND JORDAN; AND HE ALSO SAID HE SHOULD BAPTIZE WITH WATER; EVEN THAT HE SHOULD BAPTIZE THE MESSIAH WITH WATER. AND AFTER HE HAD BAPTIZED THE MESSIAH WITH WATER, HE SHOULD BEHOLD AND BEAR RECORD THAT HE HAD BAPTIZED THE LAMB OF GOD, WHO SHOULD TAKE AWAY THE SINS OF THE WORLD. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER MY FATHER HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, HE SPAKE UNTO MY BRETHREN CONCERNING THE GOSPEL WHICH SHOULD BE PREACHED AMONG THE JEWS, AND ALSO CONCERNING THE DWINDLING OF THE JEWS IN UNBELIEF. AND AFTER THEY HAD SLAIN THE MESSIAH, WHO SHOULD COME, AND AFTER HE HAD BEEN SLAIN, HE SHOULD RISE FROM THE DEAD, AND SHOULD MAKE HIMSELF MANIFEST, BY THE HOLY GHOST, UNTO THE GENTILES. YEA, EVEN MY FATHER SPAKE MUCH CONCERNING THE GENTILES, AND ALSO CONCERNING THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, THAT THEY SHOULD BE COMPARED LIKE UNTO AN OLIVE TREE, WHOSE BRANCHES SHOULD BE BROKEN OFF AND SHOULD BE SCATTERED UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH. WHEREFORE, HE SAID IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT WE SHOULD BE LED WITH ONE ACCORD INTO THE LAND OF PROMISE, UNTO THE FULFILLING OF THE WORD OF THE LORD, THAT WE SHOULD BE SCATTERED UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH. AND AFTER THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL SHOULD BE SCATTERED, THEY SHOULD BE GATHERED TOGETHER AGAIN; OR, IN FINE, AFTER THE GENTILES HAD RECEIVED THE FULNESS OF THE GOSPEL, THE NATURAL BRANCHES OF THE OLIVE TREE, OR THE REMNANTS OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, SHOULD BE GRAFTED IN, OR COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUE MESSIAH, THEIR LORD AND THEIR REDEEMER. AND AFTER THIS MANNER OF LANGUAGE DID MY FATHER PROPHESY AND SPEAK UNTO MY BRETHREN, AND ALSO MANY MORE THINGS WHICH I DO NOT WRITE IN THIS BOOK; FOR I HAVE WRITTEN AS MANY OF THEM AS WERE EXPEDIENT FOR ME IN MINE OTHER BOOK. AND ALL THESE THINGS, OF WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN, WERE DONE AS MY FATHER DWELT IN A TENT, IN THE VALLEY OF LEMUEL. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER I, NEPHI, HAVING HEARD ALL THE WORDS OF MY FATHER, CONCERNING THE THINGS WHICH HE SAW IN A VISION, AND ALSO THE THINGS WHICH HE SPAKE BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST, WHICH POWER HE RECEIVED BY FAITH ON THE SON OF GOD—AND THE SON OF GOD WAS THE MESSIAH WHO SHOULD COME—I, NEPHI, WAS DESIROUS ALSO THAT I MIGHT SEE, AND HEAR, AND KNOW OF THESE THINGS, BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST, WHICH IS THE GIFT OF GOD UNTO ALL THOSE WHO DILIGENTLY SEEK HIM, AS WELL IN TIMES OF OLD AS IN THE TIME THAT HE SHOULD MANIFEST HIMSELF UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN. FOR HE IS THE SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND FOREVER; AND THE WAY IS PREPARED FOR ALL MEN FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, IF IT SO BE THAT THEY REPENT AND COME UNTO HIM. FOR HE THAT DILIGENTLY SEEKETH SHALL FIND; AND THE MYSTERIES OF GOD SHALL BE UNFOLDED UNTO THEM, BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST, AS WELL IN THESE TIMES AS IN TIMES OF OLD, AND AS WELL IN TIMES OF OLD AS IN TIMES TO COME; WHEREFORE, THE COURSE OF THE LORD IS ONE ETERNAL ROUND. THEREFORE REMEMBER, O MAN, FOR ALL THY DOINGS THOU SHALT BE BROUGHT INTO JUDGMENT. WHEREFORE, IF YE HAVE SOUGHT TO DO WICKEDLY IN THE DAYS OF YOUR PROBATION, THEN YE ARE FOUND UNCLEAN BEFORE THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF GOD; AND NO UNCLEAN THING CAN DWELL WITH GOD; WHEREFORE, YE MUST BE CAST OFF FOREVER. AND THE HOLY GHOST GIVETH AUTHORITY THAT I SHOULD SPEAK THESE THINGS, AND DENY THEM NOT. FOR IT CAME TO PASS AFTER I HAD DESIRED TO KNOW THE THINGS THAT MY FATHER HAD SEEN, AND BELIEVING THAT THE LORD WAS ABLE TO MAKE THEM KNOWN UNTO ME, AS I SAT PONDERING IN MINE HEART I WAS CAUGHT AWAY IN THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD, YEA, INTO AN EXCEEDINGLY HIGH MOUNTAIN, WHICH I NEVER HAD BEFORE SEEN, AND UPON WHICH I NEVER HAD BEFORE SET MY FOOT. AND THE SPIRIT SAID UNTO ME: BEHOLD, WHAT DESIREST THOU? AND I SAID: I DESIRE TO BEHOLD THE THINGS WHICH MY FATHER SAW. AND THE SPIRIT SAID UNTO ME: BELIEVEST THOU THAT THY FATHER SAW THE TREE OF WHICH HE HATH SPOKEN? AND I SAID: YEA, THOU KNOWEST THAT I BELIEVE ALL THE WORDS OF MY FATHER. AND WHEN I HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, THE SPIRIT CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING: HOSANNA TO THE LORD, THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]; FOR HE IS GOD OVER ALL THE EARTH, YEA, EVEN ABOVE ALL. AND BLESSED ART THOU, NEPHI, BECAUSE THOU BELIEVEST IN THE SON OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]; WHEREFORE, THOU SHALT BEHOLD THE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST DESIRED. AND BEHOLD THIS THING SHALL BE GIVEN UNTO THEE FOR A SIGN, THAT AFTER THOU HAST BEHELD THE TREE WHICH BORE THE FRUIT WHICH THY FATHER TASTED, THOU SHALT ALSO BEHOLD A MAN DESCENDING OUT OF HEAVEN, AND HIM SHALL YE WITNESS; AND AFTER YE HAVE WITNESSED HIM YE SHALL BEAR RECORD THAT IT IS THE SON OF GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE SPIRIT SAID UNTO ME: LOOK! AND I LOOKED AND BEHELD A TREE; AND IT WAS LIKE UNTO THE TREE WHICH MY FATHER HAD SEEN; AND THE BEAUTY THEREOF WAS FAR BEYOND, YEA, EXCEEDING OF ALL BEAUTY; AND THE WHITENESS THEREOF DID EXCEED THE WHITENESS OF THE DRIVEN SNOW. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER I HAD SEEN THE TREE, I SAID UNTO THE SPIRIT: I BEHOLD THOU HAST SHOWN UNTO ME THE TREE WHICH IS PRECIOUS ABOVE ALL. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: WHAT DESIREST THOU? AND I SAID UNTO HIM: TO KNOW THE INTERPRETATION THEREOF—FOR I SPAKE UNTO HIM AS A MAN SPEAKETH; FOR I BEHELD THAT HE WAS IN THE FORM OF A MAN; YET NEVERTHELESS, I KNEW THAT IT WAS THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD; AND HE SPAKE UNTO ME AS A MAN SPEAKETH WITH ANOTHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE SAID UNTO ME: LOOK! AND I LOOKED AS IF TO LOOK UPON HIM, AND I SAW HIM NOT; FOR HE HAD GONE FROM BEFORE MY PRESENCE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I LOOKED AND BEHELD THE GREAT CITY OF JERUSALEM, AND ALSO OTHER CITIES. AND I BEHELD THE CITY OF NAZARETH; AND IN THE CITY OF NAZARETH I BEHELD A VIRGIN, AND SHE WAS EXCEEDINGLY FAIR AND WHITE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I SAW THE HEAVENS OPEN; AND AN ANGEL CAME DOWN AND STOOD BEFORE ME; AND HE SAID UNTO ME: NEPHI, WHAT BEHOLDEST THOU? AND I SAID UNTO HIM: A VIRGIN, MOST BEAUTIFUL AND FAIR ABOVE ALL OTHER VIRGINS. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: KNOWEST THOU THE CONDESCENSION OF GOD? AND I SAID UNTO HIM: I KNOW THAT HE LOVETH HIS CHILDREN; NEVERTHELESS, I DO NOT KNOW THE MEANING OF ALL THINGS. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN WHOM THOU SEEST IS THE MOTHER OF THE SON OF GOD, AFTER THE MANNER OF THE FLESH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD THAT SHE WAS CARRIED AWAY IN THE SPIRIT; AND AFTER SHE HAD BEEN CARRIED AWAY IN THE SPIRIT FOR THE SPACE OF A TIME THE ANGEL SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING: LOOK! AND I LOOKED AND BEHELD THE VIRGIN AGAIN, BEARING A CHILD IN HER ARMS. AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME: BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, YEA, EVEN THE SON OF THE ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN]! KNOWEST THOU THE MEANING OF THE TREE WHICH THY FATHER SAW? AND I ANSWERED HIM, SAYING: YEA, IT IS THE LOVE OF GOD, WHICH SHEDDETH ITSELF ABROAD IN THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN; WHEREFORE, IT IS THE MOST DESIRABLE ABOVE ALL THINGS. AND HE SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING: YEA, AND THE MOST JOYOUS TO THE SOUL. AND AFTER HE HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HE SAID UNTO ME: LOOK! AND I LOOKED, AND I BEHELD THE SON OF GOD GOING FORTH AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN; AND I SAW MANY FALL DOWN AT HIS FEET AND WORSHIP HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD THAT THE ROD OF IRON, WHICH MY FATHER HAD SEEN, WAS THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH LED TO THE FOUNTAIN OF LIVING WATERS, OR TO THE TREE OF LIFE; WHICH WATERS ARE A REPRESENTATION OF THE LOVE OF GOD; AND I ALSO BEHELD THAT THE TREE OF LIFE WAS A REPRESENTATION OF THE LOVE OF GOD. AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME AGAIN: LOOK AND BEHOLD THE CONDESCENSION OF GOD! AND I LOOKED AND BEHELD THE REDEEMER OF THE WORLD, OF WHOM MY FATHER HAD SPOKEN; AND I ALSO BEHELD THE PROPHET WHO SHOULD PREPARE THE WAY BEFORE HIM. AND THE LAMB OF GOD WENT FORTH AND WAS BAPTIZED OF HIM; AND AFTER HE WAS BAPTIZED, I BEHELD THE HEAVENS OPEN, AND THE HOLY GHOST COME DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN AND ABIDE UPON HIM IN THE FORM OF A DOVE. AND I BEHELD THAT HE WENT FORTH MINISTERING UNTO THE PEOPLE, IN POWER AND GREAT GLORY; AND THE MULTITUDES WERE GATHERED TOGETHER TO HEAR HIM; AND I BEHELD THAT THEY CAST HIM OUT FROM AMONG THEM. AND I ALSO BEHELD TWELVE OTHERS FOLLOWING HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE CARRIED AWAY IN THE SPIRIT FROM BEFORE MY FACE, AND I SAW THEM NOT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ANGEL SPAKE UNTO ME AGAIN, SAYING: LOOK! AND I LOOKED, AND I BEHELD THE HEAVENS OPEN AGAIN, AND I SAW ANGELS DESCENDING UPON THE CHILDREN OF MEN; AND THEY DID MINISTER UNTO THEM. AND HE SPAKE UNTO ME AGAIN, SAYING: LOOK! AND I LOOKED, AND I BEHELD THE LAMB OF GOD GOING FORTH AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND I BEHELD MULTITUDES OF PEOPLE WHO WERE SICK, AND WHO WERE AFFLICTED WITH ALL MANNER OF DISEASES, AND WITH DEVILS AND UNCLEAN SPIRITS; AND THE ANGEL SPAKE AND SHOWED ALL THESE THINGS UNTO ME. AND THEY WERE HEALED BY THE POWER OF THE LAMB OF GOD; AND THE DEVILS AND THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS WERE CAST OUT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ANGEL SPAKE UNTO ME AGAIN, SAYING: LOOK! AND I LOOKED AND BEHELD THE LAMB OF GOD, THAT HE WAS TAKEN BY THE PEOPLE; YEA, THE SON OF THE EVERLASTING GOD WAS JUDGED OF THE WORLD; AND I SAW AND BEAR RECORD. AND I, NEPHI, SAW THAT HE WAS LIFTED UP UPON THE CROSS AND SLAIN FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD. AND AFTER HE WAS SLAIN, I SAW THE MULTITUDES OF THE EARTH, THAT THEY WERE GATHERED TOGETHER TO FIGHT AGAINST THE APOSTLES OF THE LAMB; FOR THUS WERE THE TWELVE CALLED BY THE ANGEL OF THE LORD. AND THE MULTITUDE OF THE EARTH WAS GATHERED TOGETHER; AND I BEHELD THAT THEY WERE IN A LARGE AND SPACIOUS BUILDING, LIKE UNTO THE BUILDING WHICH MY FATHER SAW. AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SPAKE UNTO ME AGAIN, SAYING: BEHOLD THE WORLD AND THE WISDOM THEREOF; YEA, BEHOLD THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL HATH GATHERED TOGETHER TO FIGHT AGAINST THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE LAMB. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I SAW AND BEAR RECORD, THAT THE GREAT AND SPACIOUS BUILDING WAS THE PRIDE OF THE WORLD; AND IT FELL, AND THE FALL THEREOF WAS EXCEEDINGLY GREAT. AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SPAKE UNTO ME AGAIN, SAYING: THUS, SHALL BE THE DESTRUCTION OF ALL NATIONS, KINDREDS, TONGUES, AND PEOPLE, THAT SHALL FIGHT AGAINST THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE LAMB. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME: LOOK, AND BEHOLD THY SEED, AND ALSO THE SEED OF THY BRETHREN. AND I LOOKED AND BEHELD THE LAND OF PROMISE; AND I BEHELD MULTITUDES OF PEOPLE, YEA, EVEN AS IT WERE IN NUMBER AS MANY AS THE SAND OF THE SEA. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD MULTITUDES GATHERED TOGETHER TO BATTLE, ONE AGAINST THE OTHER; AND I BEHELD WARS, AND RUMORS OF WARS, AND GREAT SLAUGHTERS WITH THE SWORD AMONG MY PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD MANY GENERATIONS PASS AWAY, AFTER THE MANNER OF WARS AND CONTENTIONS IN THE LAND; AND I BEHELD MANY CITIES, YEA, EVEN THAT I DID NOT NUMBER THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I SAW A MIST OF DARKNESS ON THE FACE OF THE LAND OF PROMISE; AND I SAW LIGHTNINGS, AND I HEARD THUNDERINGS, AND EARTHQUAKES, AND ALL MANNER OF TUMULTUOUS NOISES; AND I SAW THE EARTH AND THE ROCKS, THAT THEY RENT; AND I SAW MOUNTAINS TUMBLING INTO PIECES; AND I SAW THE PLAINS OF THE EARTH, THAT THEY WERE BROKEN UP; AND I SAW MANY CITIES THAT THEY WERE SUNK; AND I SAW MANY THAT THEY WERE BURNED WITH FIRE; AND I SAW MANY THAT DID TUMBLE TO THE EARTH, BECAUSE OF THE QUAKING THEREOF. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER I SAW THESE THINGS, I SAW THE VAPOR OF DARKNESS, THAT IT PASSED FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH; AND BEHOLD, I SAW MULTITUDES WHO HAD NOT FALLEN BECAUSE OF THE GREAT AND TERRIBLE JUDGMENTS OF THE LORD. AND I SAW THE HEAVENS OPEN, AND THE LAMB OF GOD DESCENDING OUT OF HEAVEN; AND HE CAME DOWN AND SHOWED HIMSELF UNTO THEM. AND I ALSO SAW AND BEAR RECORD THAT THE HOLY GHOST FELL UPON TWELVE OTHERS; AND THEY WERE ORDAINED OF GOD, AND CHOSEN. AND THE ANGEL SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING: BEHOLD THE TWELVE DISCIPLES OF THE LAMB, WHO ARE CHOSEN TO MINISTER UNTO THY SEED. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: THOU REMEMBEREST THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE LAMB? BEHOLD THEY ARE THEY WHO SHALL JUDGE THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL; WHEREFORE, THE TWELVE MINISTERS OF THY SEED SHALL BE JUDGED OF THEM; FOR YE ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND THESE TWELVE MINISTERS WHOM THOU BEHOLDEST SHALL JUDGE THY SEED. AND, BEHOLD, THEY ARE RIGHTEOUS FOREVER; FOR BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH IN THE LAMB OF GOD THEIR GARMENTS ARE MADE WHITE IN HIS BLOOD. AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME: LOOK! AND I LOOKED, AND BEHELD THREE GENERATIONS PASS AWAY IN RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND THEIR GARMENTS WERE WHITE EVEN LIKE UNTO THE LAMB OF GOD. AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME: THESE ARE MADE WHITE IN THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB, BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH IN HIM. AND I, NEPHI, ALSO SAW MANY OF THE FOURTH GENERATION WHO PASSED AWAY IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I SAW THE MULTITUDES OF THE EARTH GATHERED TOGETHER. AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME: BEHOLD THY SEED, AND ALSO THE SEED OF THY BRETHREN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I LOOKED AND BEHELD THE PEOPLE OF MY SEED GATHERED TOGETHER IN MULTITUDES AGAINST THE SEED OF MY BRETHREN; AND THEY WERE GATHERED TOGETHER TO BATTLE. AND THE ANGEL SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING: BEHOLD THE FOUNTAIN OF FILTHY WATER WHICH THY FATHER SAW; YEA, EVEN THE RIVER OF WHICH HE SPAKE; AND THE DEPTHS THEREOF ARE THE DEPTHS OF HELL. AND THE MISTS OF DARKNESS ARE THE TEMPTATIONS OF THE DEVIL, WHICH BLINDETH THE EYES, AND HARDENETH THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND LEADETH THEM AWAY INTO BROAD ROADS, THAT THEY PERISH AND ARE LOST. AND THE LARGE AND SPACIOUS BUILDING, WHICH THY FATHER SAW, IS VAIN IMAGINATIONS AND THE PRIDE OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND A GREAT AND A TERRIBLE GULF DIVIDETH THEM; YEA, EVEN THE WORD OF THE JUSTICE OF THE ETERNAL GOD, AND THE MESSIAH WHO IS THE LAMB OF GOD, OF WHOM THE HOLY GHOST BEARETH RECORD, FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD UNTIL THIS TIME, AND FROM THIS TIME HENCEFORTH AND FOREVER. AND WHILE THE ANGEL SPAKE THESE WORDS, I BEHELD AND SAW THAT THE SEED OF MY BRETHREN DID CONTEND AGAINST MY SEED, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE ANGEL; AND BECAUSE OF THE PRIDE OF MY SEED, AND THE TEMPTATIONS OF THE DEVIL, I BEHELD THAT THE SEED OF MY BRETHREN DID OVERPOWER THE PEOPLE OF MY SEED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD, AND SAW THE PEOPLE OF THE SEED OF MY BRETHREN THAT THEY HAD OVERCOME MY SEED; AND THEY WENT FORTH IN MULTITUDES UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND I SAW THEM GATHERED TOGETHER IN MULTITUDES; AND I SAW WARS AND RUMORS OF WARS AMONG THEM; AND IN WARS AND RUMORS OF WARS I SAW MANY GENERATIONS PASS AWAY. AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME: BEHOLD THESE SHALL DWINDLE IN UNBELIEF. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD, AFTER THEY HAD DWINDLED IN UNBELIEF, THEY BECAME A DARK, AND LOATHSOME, AND A FILTHY PEOPLE, FULL OF IDLENESS AND ALL MANNER OF ABOMINATIONS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ANGEL SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING: LOOK! AND I LOOKED AND BEHELD MANY NATIONS AND KINGDOMS. AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME: WHAT BEHOLDEST THOU? AND I SAID: I BEHOLD MANY NATIONS AND KINGDOMS. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: THESE ARE THE NATIONS AND KINGDOMS OF THE GENTILES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I SAW AMONG THE NATIONS OF THE GENTILES THE FORMATION OF A GREAT CHURCH. AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME: BEHOLD THE FORMATION OF A CHURCH WHICH IS MOST ABOMINABLE ABOVE ALL OTHER CHURCHES, WHICH SLAYETH THE SAINTS OF GOD, YEA, AND TORTURETH THEM AND BINDETH THEM DOWN, AND YOKETH THEM WITH A YOKE OF IRON, AND BRINGETH THEM DOWN INTO CAPTIVITY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD THIS GREAT AND ABOMINABLE CHURCH; AND I SAW THE DEVIL THAT HE WAS THE FOUNDER OF IT. AND I ALSO SAW GOLD, AND SILVER, AND SILKS, AND SCARLETS, AND FINE-TWINED LINEN, AND ALL MANNER OF PRECIOUS CLOTHING; AND I SAW MANY HARLOTS. AND THE ANGEL SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING: BEHOLD THE GOLD, AND THE SILVER, AND THE SILKS, AND THE SCARLETS, AND THE FINE-TWINED LINEN, AND THE PRECIOUS CLOTHING, AND THE HARLOTS, ARE THE DESIRES OF THIS GREAT AND ABOMINABLE CHURCH. AND ALSO, FOR THE PRAISE OF THE WORLD DO THEY DESTROY THE SAINTS OF GOD, AND BRING THEM DOWN INTO CAPTIVITY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I LOOKED AND BEHELD MANY WATERS; AND THEY DIVIDED THE GENTILES FROM THE SEED OF MY BRETHREN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME: BEHOLD THE WRATH OF GOD IS UPON THE SEED OF THY BRETHREN. AND I LOOKED AND BEHELD A MAN AMONG THE GENTILES, WHO WAS SEPARATED FROM THE SEED OF MY BRETHREN BY THE MANY WATERS; AND I BEHELD THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THAT IT CAME DOWN AND WROUGHT UPON THE MAN; AND HE WENT FORTH UPON THE MANY WATERS, EVEN UNTO THE SEED OF MY BRETHREN, WHO WERE IN THE PROMISED LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THAT IT WROUGHT UPON OTHER GENTILES; AND THEY WENT FORTH OUT OF CAPTIVITY, UPON THE MANY WATERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD MANY MULTITUDES OF THE GENTILES UPON THE LAND OF PROMISE; AND I BEHELD THE WRATH OF GOD, THAT IT WAS UPON THE SEED OF MY BRETHREN; AND THEY WERE SCATTERED BEFORE THE GENTILES AND WERE SMITTEN. AND I BEHELD THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD, THAT IT WAS UPON THE GENTILES, AND THEY DID PROSPER AND OBTAIN THE LAND FOR THEIR INHERITANCE; AND I BEHELD THAT THEY WERE WHITE, AND EXCEEDINGLY FAIR AND BEAUTIFUL, LIKE UNTO MY PEOPLE BEFORE THEY WERE SLAIN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, BEHELD THAT THE GENTILES WHO HAD GONE FORTH OUT OF CAPTIVITY DID HUMBLE THEMSELVES BEFORE THE LORD; AND THE POWER OF THE LORD WAS WITH THEM. AND I BEHELD THAT THEIR MOTHER GENTILES WERE GATHERED TOGETHER UPON THE WATERS, AND UPON THE LAND ALSO, TO BATTLE AGAINST THEM. AND I BEHELD THAT THE POWER OF GOD WAS WITH THEM, AND ALSO THAT THE WRATH OF GOD WAS UPON ALL THOSE THAT WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST THEM TO BATTLE. AND I, NEPHI, BEHELD THAT THE GENTILES THAT HAD GONE OUT OF CAPTIVITY WERE DELIVERED BY THE POWER OF GOD OUT OF THE HANDS OF ALL OTHER NATIONS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, BEHELD THAT THEY DID PROSPER IN THE LAND; AND I BEHELD A BOOK, AND IT WAS CARRIED FORTH AMONG THEM. AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME: KNOWEST THOU THE MEANING OF THE BOOK? AND I SAID UNTO HIM: I KNOW NOT. AND HE SAID: BEHOLD IT PROCEEDETH OUT OF THE MOUTH OF A JEW. AND I, NEPHI, BEHELD IT; AND HE SAID UNTO ME: THE BOOK THAT THOU BEHOLDEST IS A RECORD OF THE JEWS, WHICH CONTAINS THE COVENANTS OF THE LORD, WHICH HE HATH MADE UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; AND IT ALSO CONTAINETH MANY OF THE PROPHECIES OF THE HOLY PROPHETS; AND IT IS A RECORD LIKE UNTO THE ENGRAVINGS WHICH ARE UPON THE PLATES OF BRASS, SAVE THERE ARE NOT SO MANY; NEVERTHELESS, THEY CONTAIN THE COVENANTS OF THE LORD, WHICH HE HATH MADE UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; WHEREFORE, THEY ARE OF GREAT WORTH UNTO THE GENTILES. AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: THOU HAST BEHELD THAT THE BOOK PROCEEDED FORTH FROM THE MOUTH OF A JEW; AND WHEN IT PROCEEDED FORTH FROM THE MOUTH OF A JEW IT CONTAINED THE FULNESS OF THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD, OF WHOM THE TWELVE APOSTLES BEAR RECORD; AND THEY BEAR RECORD ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH WHICH IS IN THE LAMB OF GOD. WHEREFORE, THESE THINGS GO FORTH FROM THE JEWS IN PURITY UNTO THE GENTILES, ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH WHICH IS IN GOD. AND AFTER THEY GO FORTH BY THE HAND OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE LAMB, FROM THE JEWS UNTO THE GENTILES, THOU SEEST THE FORMATION OF THAT GREAT AND ABOMINABLE CHURCH, WHICH IS MOST ABOMINABLE ABOVE ALL OTHER CHURCHES; FOR BEHOLD, THEY HAVE TAKEN AWAY FROM THE GOSPEL OF THE LAMB MANY PARTS WHICH ARE PLAIN AND MOST PRECIOUS; AND ALSO, MANY COVENANTS OF THE LORD HAVE THEY TAKEN AWAY. AND ALL THIS HAVE THEY DONE THAT THEY MIGHT PERVERT THE RIGHT WAYS OF THE LORD, THAT THEY MIGHT BLIND THE EYES AND HARDEN THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN. WHEREFORE, THOU SEEST THAT AFTER THE BOOK HATH GONE FORTH THROUGH THE HANDS OF THE GREAT AND ABOMINABLE CHURCH, THAT THERE ARE MANY PLAIN AND PRECIOUS THINGS TAKEN AWAY FROM THE BOOK, WHICH IS THE BOOK OF THE LAMB OF GOD. AND AFTER THESE PLAIN AND PRECIOUS THINGS WERE TAKEN AWAY IT GOETH FORTH UNTO ALL THE NATIONS OF THE GENTILES; AND AFTER IT GOETH FORTH UNTO ALL THE NATIONS OF THE GENTILES, YEA, EVEN ACROSS THE MANY WATERS WHICH THOU HAST SEEN WITH THE GENTILES WHICH HAVE GONE FORTH OUT OF CAPTIVITY, THOU SEEST—BECAUSE OF THE MANY PLAIN AND PRECIOUS THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN TAKEN OUT OF THE BOOK, WHICH WERE PLAIN UNTO THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN, ACCORDING TO THE PLAINNESS WHICH IS IN THE LAMB OF GOD—BECAUSE OF THESE THINGS WHICH ARE TAKEN AWAY OUT OF THE GOSPEL OF THE LAMB, AN EXCEEDINGLY GREAT MANY DO STUMBLE, YEA, INSOMUCH THAT SATAN HATH GREAT POWER OVER THEM. NEVERTHELESS, THOU BEHOLDEST THAT THE GENTILES WHO HAVE GONE FORTH OUT OF CAPTIVITY, AND HAVE BEEN LIFTED UP BY THE POWER OF GOD ABOVE ALL OTHER NATIONS, UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND WHICH IS CHOICE ABOVE ALL OTHER LANDS, WHICH IS THE LAND THAT THE LORD GOD HATH COVENANTED WITH THY FATHER THAT HIS SEED SHOULD HAVE FOR THE LAND OF THEIR INHERITANCE; WHEREFORE, THOU SEEST THAT THE LORD GOD WILL NOT SUFFER THAT THE GENTILES WILL UTTERLY DESTROY THE MIXTURE OF THY SEED, WHICH ARE AMONG THY BRETHREN. NEITHER WILL HE SUFFER THAT THE GENTILES SHALL DESTROY THE SEED OF THY BRETHREN. NEITHER WILL THE LORD GOD SUFFER THAT THE GENTILES SHALL FOREVER REMAIN IN THAT AWFUL STATE OF BLINDNESS, WHICH THOU BEHOLDEST THEY ARE IN, BECAUSE OF THE PLAIN AND MOST PRECIOUS PARTS OF THE GOSPEL OF THE LAMB WHICH HAVE BEEN KEPT BACK BY THAT ABOMINABLE CHURCH, WHOSE FORMATION THOU HAST SEEN. WHEREFORE SAITH THE LAMB OF GOD: I WILL BE MERCIFUL UNTO THE GENTILES, UNTO THE VISITING OF THE REMNANT OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL IN GREAT JUDGMENT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING: BEHOLD, SAITH THE LAMB OF GOD, AFTER I HAVE VISITED THE REMNANT OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL—AND THIS REMNANT OF WHOM I SPEAK IS THE SEED OF THY FATHER—WHEREFORE, AFTER I HAVE VISITED THEM IN JUDGMENT, AND SMITTEN THEM BY THE HAND OF THE GENTILES, AND AFTER THE GENTILES DO STUMBLE EXCEEDINGLY, BECAUSE OF THE MOST PLAIN AND PRECIOUS PARTS OF THE GOSPEL OF THE LAMB WHICH HAVE BEEN KEPT BACK BY THAT ABOMINABLE CHURCH, WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS, SAITH THE LAMB—I WILL BE MERCIFUL UNTO THE GENTILES IN THAT DAY, INSOMUCH THAT I WILL BRING FORTH UNTO THEM, IN MINE OWN POWER, MUCH OF MY GOSPEL, WHICH SHALL BE PLAIN AND PRECIOUS, SAITH THE LAMB. FOR, BEHOLD, SAITH THE LAMB: I WILL MANIFEST MYSELF UNTO THY SEED, THAT THEY SHALL WRITE MANY THINGS WHICH I SHALL MINISTER UNTO THEM, WHICH SHALL BE PLAIN AND PRECIOUS; AND AFTER THY SEED SHALL BE DESTROYED, AND DWINDLE IN UNBELIEF, AND ALSO THE SEED OF THY BRETHREN, BEHOLD, THESE THINGS SHALL BE HID UP, TO COME FORTH UNTO THE GENTILES, BY THE GIFT AND POWER OF THE LAMB. AND IN THEM SHALL BE WRITTEN MY GOSPEL, SAITH THE LAMB, AND MY ROCK AND MY SALVATION. AND BLESSED ARE THEY WHO SHALL SEEK TO BRING FORTH MY ZION AT THAT DAY, FOR THEY SHALL HAVE THE GIFT AND THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST; AND IF THEY ENDURE UNTO THE END THEY SHALL BE LIFTED UP AT THE LAST DAY, AND SHALL BE SAVED IN THE EVERLASTING KINGDOM OF THE LAMB; AND WHOSO SHALL PUBLISH PEACE, YEA, TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAINS SHALL THEY BE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD THE REMNANT OF THE SEED OF MY BRETHREN, AND ALSO THE BOOK OF THE LAMB OF GOD, WHICH HAD PROCEEDED FORTH FROM THE MOUTH OF THE JEW, THAT IT CAME FORTH FROM THE GENTILES UNTO THE REMNANT OF THE SEED OF MY BRETHREN. AND AFTER IT HAD COME FORTH UNTO THEM, I BEHELD OTHER BOOKS, WHICH CAME FORTH BY THE POWER OF THE LAMB, FROM THE GENTILES UNTO THEM, UNTO THE CONVINCING OF THE GENTILES AND THE REMNANT OF THE SEED OF MY BRETHREN, AND ALSO THE JEWS WHO WERE SCATTERED UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH, THAT THE RECORDS OF THE PROPHETS AND OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE LAMB ARE TRUE. AND THE ANGEL SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING: THESE LAST RECORDS, WHICH THOU HAST SEEN AMONG THE GENTILES, SHALL ESTABLISH THE TRUTH OF THE FIRST, WHICH ARE OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE LAMB, AND SHALL MAKE KNOWN THE PLAIN AND PRECIOUS THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN TAKEN AWAY FROM THEM; AND SHALL MAKE KNOWN TO ALL KINDREDS, TONGUES, AND PEOPLE, THAT THE LAMB OF GOD IS THE SON OF THE ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD; AND THAT ALL MEN MUST COME UNTO HIM, OR THEY CANNOT BE SAVED. AND THEY MUST COME ACCORDING TO THE WORDS WHICH SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY THE MOUTH OF THE LAMB; AND THE WORDS OF THE LAMB SHALL BE MADE KNOWN IN THE RECORDS OF THY SEED, AS WELL AS IN THE RECORDS OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE LAMB; WHEREFORE THEY BOTH SHALL BE ESTABLISHED IN ONE; FOR THERE IS ONE GOD AND ONE SHEPHERD OVER ALL THE EARTH. AND THE TIME COMETH THAT HE SHALL MANIFEST HIMSELF UNTO ALL NATIONS, BOTH UNTO THE JEWS AND ALSO UNTO THE GENTILES; AND AFTER HE HAS MANIFESTED HIMSELF UNTO THE JEWS AND ALSO UNTO THE GENTILES, THEN HE SHALL MANIFEST HIMSELF UNTO THE GENTILES AND ALSO UNTO THE JEWS, AND THE LAST SHALL BE FIRST, AND THE FIRST SHALL BE LAST. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT IF THE GENTILES SHALL HEARKEN UNTO THE LAMB OF GOD IN THAT DAY THAT HE SHALL MANIFEST HIMSELF UNTO THEM IN WORD, AND ALSO IN POWER, IN VERY DEED, UNTO THE TAKING AWAY OF THEIR STUMBLING BLOCKS—AND HARDEN NOT THEIR HEARTS AGAINST THE LAMB OF GOD, THEY SHALL BE NUMBERED AMONG THE SEED OF THY FATHER; YEA, THEY SHALL BE NUMBERED AMONG THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; AND THEY SHALL BE A BLESSED PEOPLE UPON THE PROMISED LAND FOREVER; THEY SHALL BE NO MORE BROUGHT DOWN INTO CAPTIVITY; AND THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL SHALL NO MORE BE CONFOUNDED. AND THAT GREAT PIT, WHICH HATH BEEN DIGGED FOR THEM BY THAT GREAT AND ABOMINABLE CHURCH, WHICH WAS FOUNDED BY THE DEVIL AND HIS CHILDREN, THAT HE MIGHT LEAD AWAY THE SOULS OF MEN DOWN TO HELL— YEA, THAT GREAT PIT WHICH HATH BEEN DIGGED FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF MEN SHALL BE FILLED BY THOSE WHO DIGGED IT, UNTO THEIR UTTER DESTRUCTION, SAITH THE LAMB OF GOD; NOT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SOUL, SAVE IT BE THE CASTING OF IT INTO THAT HELL WHICH HATH NO END. FOR BEHOLD, THIS IS ACCORDING TO THE CAPTIVITY OF THE DEVIL, AND ALSO ACCORDING TO THE JUSTICE OF GOD, UPON ALL THOSE WHO WILL WORK WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATION BEFORE HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ANGEL SPAKE UNTO ME, NEPHI, SAYING: THOU HAST BEHELD THAT IF THE GENTILES REPENT IT SHALL BE WELL WITH THEM; AND THOU ALSO KNOWEST CONCERNING THE COVENANTS OF THE LORD UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; AND THOU ALSO HAST HEARD THAT WHOSO REPENTETH NOT MUST PERISH. THEREFORE, WO BE UNTO THE GENTILES IF IT SO BE THAT THEY HARDEN THEIR HEARTS AGAINST THE LAMB OF GOD. FOR THE TIME COMETH, SAITH THE LAMB OF GOD, THAT I WILL WORK A GREAT AND A MARVELOUS WORK AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN; A WORK WHICH SHALL BE EVERLASTING, EITHER ON THE ONE HAND OR ON THE OTHER—EITHER TO THE CONVINCING OF THEM UNTO PEACE AND LIFE ETERNAL, OR UNTO THE DELIVERANCE OF THEM TO THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS AND THE BLINDNESS OF THEIR MINDS UNTO THEIR BEING BROUGHT DOWN INTO CAPTIVITY, AND ALSO INTO DESTRUCTION, BOTH TEMPORALLY AND SPIRITUALLY, ACCORDING TO THE CAPTIVITY OF THE DEVIL, OF WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE ANGEL HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, HE SAID UNTO ME: REMEMBEREST THOU THE COVENANTS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL? I SAID UNTO HIM, YEA. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE SAID UNTO ME: LOOK, AND BEHOLD THAT GREAT AND ABOMINABLE CHURCH, WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF ABOMINATIONS, WHOSE FOUNDER IS THE DEVIL. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: BEHOLD THERE ARE SAVE TWO CHURCHES ONLY; THE ONE IS THE CHURCH OF THE LAMB OF GOD, AND THE OTHER IS THE CHURCH OF THE DEVIL; WHEREFORE, WHOSO BELONGETH NOT TO THE CHURCH OF THE LAMB OF GOD BELONGETH TO THAT GREAT CHURCH, WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF ABOMINATIONS; AND SHE IS THE WHORE OF ALL THE EARTH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I LOOKED AND BEHELD THE WHORE OF ALL THE EARTH, AND SHE SAT UPON MANY WATERS; AND SHE HAD DOMINION OVER ALL THE EARTH, AMONG ALL NATIONS, KINDREDS, TONGUES, AND PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD THE CHURCH OF THE LAMB OF GOD, AND ITS NUMBERS WERE FEW, BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE WHORE WHO SAT UPON MANY WATERS; NEVERTHELESS, I BEHELD THAT THE CHURCH OF THE LAMB, WHO WERE THE SAINTS OF GOD, WERE ALSO UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH; AND THEIR DOMINIONS UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH WERE SMALL, BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THE GREAT WHORE WHOM I SAW. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD THAT THE GREAT MOTHER OF ABOMINATIONS DID GATHER TOGETHER MULTITUDES UPON THE FACE OF ALL THE EARTH, AMONG ALL THE NATIONS OF THE GENTILES, TO FIGHT AGAINST THE LAMB OF GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, BEHELD THE POWER OF THE LAMB OF GOD, THAT IT DESCENDED UPON THE SAINTS OF THE CHURCH OF THE LAMB, AND UPON THE COVENANT PEOPLE OF THE LORD, WHO WERE SCATTERED UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH; AND THEY WERE ARMED WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS AND WITH THE POWER OF GOD IN GREAT GLORY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD THAT THE WRATH OF GOD WAS POURED OUT UPON THAT GREAT AND ABOMINABLE CHURCH, INSOMUCH THAT THERE WERE WARS AND RUMORS OF WARS AMONG ALL THE NATIONS AND KINDREDS OF THE EARTH. AND AS THERE BEGAN TO BE WARS AND RUMORS OF WARS AMONG ALL THE NATIONS WHICH BELONGED TO THE MOTHER OF ABOMINATIONS, THE ANGEL SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING: BEHOLD, THE WRATH OF GOD IS UPON THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS; AND BEHOLD, THOU SEEST ALL THESE THINGS—AND WHEN THE DAY COMETH THAT THE WRATH OF GOD IS POURED OUT UPON THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS, WHICH IS THE GREAT AND ABOMINABLE CHURCH OF ALL THE EARTH, WHOSE FOUNDER IS THE DEVIL, THEN, AT THAT DAY, THE WORK OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SHALL COMMENCE, IN PREPARING THE WAY FOR THE FULFILLING OF HIS COVENANTS, WHICH HE HATH MADE TO HIS PEOPLE WHO ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ANGEL SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING: LOOK! AND I LOOKED AND BEHELD A MAN, AND HE WAS DRESSED IN A WHITE ROBE. AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME: BEHOLD ONE OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE LAMB. BEHOLD, HE SHALL SEE AND WRITE THE REMAINDER OF THESE THINGS; YEA, AND ALSO MANY THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN. AND HE SHALL ALSO WRITE CONCERNING THE END OF THE WORLD. WHEREFORE, THE THINGS WHICH HE SHALL WRITE ARE JUST AND TRUE; AND BEHOLD THEY ARE WRITTEN IN THE BOOK WHICH THOU BEHELD PROCEEDING OUT OF THE MOUTH OF THE JEW; AND AT THE TIME THEY PROCEEDED OUT OF THE MOUTH OF THE JEW, OR, AT THE TIME THE BOOK PROCEEDED OUT OF THE MOUTH OF THE JEW, THE THINGS WHICH WERE WRITTEN WERE PLAIN AND PURE, AND MOST PRECIOUS AND EASY TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF ALL MEN. AND BEHOLD, THE THINGS WHICH THIS APOSTLE OF THE LAMB SHALL WRITE ARE MANY THINGS WHICH THOU HAST SEEN; AND BEHOLD, THE REMAINDER SHALT THOU SEE. BUT THE THINGS WHICH THOU SHALT SEE HEREAFTER THOU SHALT NOT WRITE; FOR THE LORD GOD HATH ORDAINED THE APOSTLE OF THE LAMB OF GOD THAT HE SHOULD WRITE THEM. AND ALSO, OTHERS WHO HAVE BEEN, TO THEM HATH HE SHOWN ALL THINGS, AND THEY HAVE WRITTEN THEM; AND THEY ARE SEALED UP TO COME FORTH IN THEIR PURITY, ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH WHICH IS IN THE LAMB, IN THE OWN DUE TIME OF THE LORD, UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND I, NEPHI, HEARD AND BEAR RECORD, THAT THE NAME OF THE APOSTLE OF THE LAMB WAS JOHN, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE ANGEL. AND BEHOLD, I, NEPHI, AM FORBIDDEN THAT I SHOULD WRITE THE REMAINDER OF THE THINGS WHICH I SAW AND HEARD; WHEREFORE THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN SUFFICETH ME; AND I HAVE WRITTEN BUT A SMALL PART OF THE THINGS WHICH I SAW. AND I BEAR RECORD THAT I SAW THE THINGS WHICH MY FATHER SAW, AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD DID MAKE THEM KNOWN UNTO ME. AND NOW I MAKE AN END OF SPEAKING CONCERNING THE THINGS WHICH I SAW WHILE I WAS CARRIED AWAY IN THE SPIRIT; AND IF ALL THE THINGS WHICH I SAW ARE NOT WRITTEN, THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN ARE TRUE. AND THUS, IT IS. AMEN.
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AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER I, NEPHI, HAD BEEN CARRIED AWAY IN THE SPIRIT, AND SEEN ALL THESE THINGS, I RETURNED TO THE TENT OF MY FATHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEHELD MY BRETHREN, AND THEY WERE DISPUTING ONE WITH ANOTHER CONCERNING THE THINGS WHICH MY FATHER HAD SPOKEN UNTO THEM. FOR HE TRULY SPAKE MANY GREAT THINGS UNTO THEM, WHICH WERE HARD TO BE UNDERSTOOD, SAVE A MAN SHOULD INQUIRE OF THE LORD; AND THEY BEING HARD IN THEIR HEARTS, THEREFORE THEY DID NOT LOOK UNTO THE LORD AS THEY OUGHT. AND NOW I, NEPHI, WAS GRIEVED BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS, AND ALSO, BECAUSE OF THE THINGS WHICH I HAD SEEN, AND KNEW THEY MUST UNAVOIDABLY COME TO PASS BECAUSE OF THE GREAT WICKEDNESS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I WAS OVERCOME BECAUSE OF MY AFFLICTIONS, FOR I CONSIDERED THAT MINE AFFLICTIONS WERE GREAT ABOVE ALL, BECAUSE OF THE DESTRUCTION OF MY PEOPLE, FOR I HAD BEHELD THEIR FALL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER I HAD RECEIVED STRENGTH I SPAKE UNTO MY BRETHREN, DESIRING TO KNOW OF THEM THE CAUSE OF THEIR DISPUTATIONS. AND THEY SAID: BEHOLD, WE CANNOT UNDERSTAND THE WORDS WHICH OUR FATHER HATH SPOKEN CONCERNING THE NATURAL BRANCHES OF THE OLIVE TREE, AND ALSO CONCERNING THE GENTILES. AND I SAID UNTO THEM: HAVE YE INQUIRED OF THE LORD? AND THEY SAID UNTO ME: WE HAVE NOT; FOR THE LORD MAKETH NO SUCH THING KNOWN UNTO US. BEHOLD, I SAID UNTO THEM: HOW IS IT THAT YE DO NOT KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD? HOW IS IT THAT YE WILL PERISH, BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF YOUR HEARTS? DO YE NOT REMEMBER THE THINGS WHICH THE LORD HATH SAID? IF YE WILL NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS, AND ASK ME IN FAITH, BELIEVING THAT YE SHALL RECEIVE, WITH DILIGENCE IN KEEPING MY COMMANDMENTS, SURELY THESE THINGS SHALL BE MADE KNOWN UNTO YOU. BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL WAS COMPARED UNTO AN OLIVE TREE, BY THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WHICH WAS IN OUR FATHER; AND BEHOLD ARE WE NOT BROKEN OFF FROM THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND ARE WE NOT A BRANCH OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL? AND NOW, THE THING WHICH OUR FATHER MEANETH CONCERNING THE GRAFTING IN OF THE NATURAL BRANCHES THROUGH THE FULNESS OF THE GENTILES, IS, THAT IN THE LATTER DAYS, WHEN OUR SEED SHALL HAVE DWINDLED IN UNBELIEF, YEA, FOR THE SPACE OF MANY YEARS, AND MANY GENERATIONS AFTER THE MESSIAH SHALL BE MANIFESTED IN BODY UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, THEN SHALL THE FULNESS OF THE GOSPEL OF THE MESSIAH COME UNTO THE GENTILES, AND FROM THE GENTILES UNTO THE REMNANT OF OUR SEED—AND AT THAT DAY SHALL THE REMNANT OF OUR SEED KNOW THAT THEY ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND THAT THEY ARE THE COVENANT PEOPLE OF THE LORD; AND THEN SHALL THEY KNOW AND COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND ALSO TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOSPEL OF THEIR REDEEMER, WHICH WAS MINISTERED UNTO THEIR FATHERS BY HIM; WHEREFORE, THEY SHALL COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR REDEEMER AND THE VERY POINTS OF HIS DOCTRINE, THAT THEY MAY KNOW HOW TO COME UNTO HIM AND BE SAVED. AND THEN AT THAT DAY WILL THEY NOT REJOICE AND GIVE PRAISE UNTO THEIR EVERLASTING GOD, THEIR ROCK AND THEIR SALVATION? YEA, AT THAT DAY, WILL THEY NOT RECEIVE THE STRENGTH AND NOURISHMENT FROM THE TRUE VINE? YEA, WILL THEY NOT COME UNTO THE TRUE FOLD OF GOD? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, YEA; THEY SHALL BE REMEMBERED AGAIN AMONG THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; THEY SHALL BE GRAFTED IN, BEING A NATURAL BRANCH OF THE OLIVE TREE, INTO THE TRUE OLIVE TREE. AND THIS IS WHAT OUR FATHER MEANETH; AND HE MEANETH THAT IT WILL NOT COME TO PASS UNTIL AFTER THEY ARE SCATTERED BY THE GENTILES; AND HE MEANETH THAT IT SHALL COME BY WAY OF THE GENTILES, THAT THE LORD MAY SHOW HIS POWER UNTO THE GENTILES, FOR THE VERY CAUSE THAT HE SHALL BE REJECTED OF THE JEWS, OR OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. WHEREFORE, OUR FATHER HATH NOT SPOKEN OF OUR SEED ALONE, BUT ALSO OF ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, POINTING TO THE COVENANT WHICH SHOULD BE FULFILLED IN THE LATTER DAYS; WHICH COVENANT THE LORD MADE TO OUR FATHER ABRAHAM, SAYING: IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE KINDREDS OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, SPAKE MUCH UNTO THEM CONCERNING THESE THINGS; YEA, I SPAKE UNTO THEM CONCERNING THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS IN THE LATTER DAYS. AND I DID REHEARSE UNTO THEM THE WORDS OF ISAIAH, WHO SPAKE CONCERNING THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS, OR OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; AND AFTER THEY WERE RESTORED, THEY SHOULD NO MORE BE CONFOUNDED, NEITHER SHOULD THEY BE SCATTERED AGAIN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I DID SPEAK MANY WORDS UNTO MY BRETHREN, THAT THEY WERE PACIFIED AND DID HUMBLE THEMSELVES BEFORE THE LORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID SPEAK UNTO ME AGAIN, SAYING: WHAT MEANETH THIS THING WHICH OUR FATHER SAW IN A DREAM? WHAT MEANETH THE TREE WHICH HE SAW? AND I SAID UNTO THEM: IT WAS A REPRESENTATION OF THE TREE OF LIFE. AND THEY SAID UNTO ME: WHAT MEANETH THE ROD OF IRON WHICH OUR FATHER SAW, THAT LED TO THE TREE? AND I SAID UNTO THEM THAT IT WAS THE WORD OF GOD; AND WHOSO WOULD HEARKEN UNTO THE WORD OF GOD, AND WOULD HOLD FAST UNTO IT, THEY WOULD NEVER PERISH; NEITHER COULD THE TEMPTATIONS AND THE FIERY DARTS OF THE ADVERSARY OVERPOWER THEM UNTO BLINDNESS, TO LEAD THEM AWAY TO DESTRUCTION. WHEREFORE, I, NEPHI, DID EXHORT THEM TO GIVE HEED UNTO THE WORD OF THE LORD; YEA, I DID EXHORT THEM WITH ALL THE ENERGIES OF MY SOUL, AND WITH ALL THE FACULTY WHICH I POSSESSED, THAT THEY WOULD GIVE HEED TO THE WORD OF GOD AND REMEMBER TO KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS ALWAYS IN ALL THINGS. AND THEY SAID UNTO ME: WHAT MEANETH THE RIVER OF WATER WHICH OUR FATHER SAW? AND I SAID UNTO THEM THAT THE WATER WHICH MY FATHER SAW WAS FILTHINESS; AND SO MUCH WAS HIS MIND SWALLOWED UP IN OTHER THINGS THAT HE BEHELD NOT THE FILTHINESS OF THE WATER. AND I SAID UNTO THEM THAT IT WAS AN AWFUL GULF, WHICH SEPARATED THE WICKED FROM THE TREE OF LIFE, AND ALSO FROM THE SAINTS OF GOD. AND I SAID UNTO THEM THAT IT WAS A REPRESENTATION OF THAT AWFUL HELL, WHICH THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME WAS PREPARED FOR THE WICKED. AND I SAID UNTO THEM THAT OUR FATHER ALSO SAW THAT THE JUSTICE OF GOD DID ALSO DIVIDE THE WICKED FROM THE RIGHTEOUS; AND THE BRIGHTNESS THEREOF WAS LIKE UNTO THE BRIGHTNESS OF A FLAMING FIRE, WHICH ASCENDETH UP UNTO GOD FOREVER AND EVER, AND HATH NO END. AND THEY SAID UNTO ME: DOTH THIS THING, MEAN THE TORMENT OF THE BODY IN THE DAYS OF PROBATION, OR DOTH IT, MEAN THE FINAL STATE OF THE SOUL AFTER THE DEATH OF THE TEMPORAL BODY, OR DOTH IT, SPEAK OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE TEMPORAL? AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I SAID UNTO THEM THAT IT WAS A REPRESENTATION OF THINGS BOTH TEMPORAL AND SPIRITUAL; FOR THE DAY SHOULD COME THAT THEY MUST BE JUDGED OF THEIR WORKS, YEA, EVEN THE WORKS WHICH WERE DONE BY THE TEMPORAL BODY IN THEIR DAYS OF PROBATION. WHEREFORE, IF THEY SHOULD DIE IN THEIR WICKEDNESS, THEY MUST BE CAST OFF ALSO, AS TO THE THINGS WHICH ARE SPIRITUAL, WHICH ARE PERTAINING TO RIGHTEOUSNESS; WHEREFORE, THEY MUST BE BROUGHT TO STAND BEFORE GOD, TO BE JUDGED OF THEIR WORKS; AND IF THEIR WORKS HAVE BEEN FILTHINESS, THEY MUST NEEDS BE FILTHY; AND IF THEY BE FILTHY IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT THEY CANNOT DWELL IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD; IF SO, THE KINGDOM OF GOD MUST BE FILTHY ALSO. BUT BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS NOT FILTHY, AND THERE CANNOT ANY UNCLEAN THING ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD; WHEREFORE THERE MUST NEEDS BE A PLACE OF FILTHINESS PREPARED FOR THAT WHICH IS FILTHY. AND THERE IS A PLACE PREPARED, YEA, EVEN THAT AWFUL HELL OF WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN, AND THE DEVIL IS THE PREPARATOR OF IT; WHEREFORE THE FINAL STATE OF THE SOULS OF MEN IS TO DWELL IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD, OR TO BE CAST OUT BECAUSE OF THAT JUSTICE OF WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN. WHEREFORE, THE WICKED ARE REJECTED FROM THE RIGHTEOUS, AND ALSO FROM THAT TREE OF LIFE, WHOSE FRUIT IS MOST PRECIOUS AND MOST DESIRABLE ABOVE ALL OTHER FRUITS; YEA, AND IT IS THE GREATEST OF ALL THE GIFTS OF GOD. AND THUS, I SPAKE UNTO MY BRETHREN. AMEN.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER I, NEPHI, HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING TO MY BRETHREN, BEHOLD THEY SAID UNTO ME: THOU HAST DECLARED UNTO US HARD THINGS, MORE THAN WE ARE ABLE TO BEAR. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I SAID UNTO THEM THAT I KNEW THAT I HAD SPOKEN HARD THINGS AGAINST THE WICKED, ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH; AND THE RIGHTEOUS HAVE I JUSTIFIED, AND TESTIFIED THAT THEY SHOULD BE LIFTED UP AT THE LAST DAY; WHEREFORE, THE GUILTY TAKETH THE TRUTH TO BE HARD, FOR IT CUTTETH THEM TO THE VERY CENTER. AND NOW MY BRETHREN, IF YE WERE RIGHTEOUS AND WERE WILLING TO HEARKEN TO THE TRUTH, AND GIVE HEED UNTO IT, THAT YE MIGHT WALK UPRIGHTLY BEFORE GOD, THEN YE WOULD NOT MURMUR BECAUSE OF THE TRUTH, AND SAY: THOU SPEAKEST HARD THINGS AGAINST US. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, DID EXHORT MY BRETHREN, WITH ALL DILIGENCE, TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID HUMBLE THEMSELVES BEFORE THE LORD; INSOMUCH THAT I HAD JOY AND GREAT HOPES OF THEM, THAT THEY WOULD WALK IN THE PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. NOW, ALL THESE THINGS WERE SAID AND DONE AS MY FATHER DWELT IN A TENT IN THE VALLEY WHICH HE CALLED LEMUEL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, TOOK ONE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF ISHMAEL TO WIFE; AND ALSO, MY BRETHREN TOOK OF THE DAUGHTERS OF ISHMAEL TO WIFE; AND ALSO, ZORAM TOOK THE ELDEST DAUGHTER OF ISHMAEL TO WIFE. AND THUS, MY FATHER HAD FULFILLED ALL THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN UNTO HIM. AND ALSO, I, NEPHI, HAD BEEN BLESSED OF THE LORD EXCEEDINGLY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE VOICE OF THE LORD SPAKE UNTO MY FATHER BY NIGHT, AND COMMANDED HIM THAT ON THE MORROW HE SHOULD TAKE HIS JOURNEY INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS MY FATHER AROSE IN THE MORNING, AND WENT FORTH TO THE TENT DOOR, TO HIS GREAT ASTONISHMENT HE BEHELD UPON THE GROUND A ROUND BALL OF CURIOUS WORKMANSHIP; AND IT WAS OF FINE BRASS. AND WITHIN THE BALL WERE TWO SPINDLES; AND THE ONE POINTED THE WAY WHITHER WE SHOULD GO INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID GATHER TOGETHER WHATSOEVER THINGS WE SHOULD CARRY INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND ALL THE REMAINDER OF OUR PROVISIONS WHICH THE LORD HAD GIVEN UNTO US; AND WE DID TAKE SEED OF EVERY KIND THAT WE MIGHT CARRY INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID TAKE OUR TENTS AND DEPART INTO THE WILDERNESS, ACROSS THE RIVER LAMAN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE TRAVELED FOR THE SPACE OF FOUR DAYS, NEARLY A SOUTH-SOUTHEAST DIRECTION, AND WE DID PITCH OUR TENTS AGAIN; AND WE DID CALL THE NAME OF THE PLACE SHAZER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID TAKE OUR BOWS AND OUR ARROWS, AND GO FORTH INTO THE WILDERNESS TO SLAY FOOD FOR OUR FAMILIES; AND AFTER WE HAD SLAIN FOOD FOR OUR FAMILIES WE DID RETURN AGAIN TO OUR FAMILIES IN THE WILDERNESS, TO THE PLACE OF SHAZER. AND WE DID GO FORTH AGAIN IN THE WILDERNESS, FOLLOWING THE SAME DIRECTION, KEEPING IN THE MOST FERTILE PARTS OF THE WILDERNESS, WHICH WERE IN THE BORDERS NEAR THE RED SEA. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID TRAVEL FOR THE SPACE OF MANY DAYS, SLAYING FOOD BY THE WAY, WITH OUR BOWS AND OUR ARROWS AND OUR STONES AND OUR SLINGS. AND WE DID FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS OF THE BALL, WHICH LED US IN THE MORE FERTILE PARTS OF THE WILDERNESS. AND AFTER WE HAD TRAVELED FOR THE SPACE OF MANY DAYS, WE DID PITCH OUR TENTS FOR THE SPACE OF A TIME, THAT WE MIGHT AGAIN REST OURSELVES AND OBTAIN FOOD FOR OUR FAMILIES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS I, NEPHI, WENT FORTH TO SLAY FOOD, BEHOLD, I DID BREAK MY BOW, WHICH WAS MADE OF FINE STEEL; AND AFTER I DID BREAK MY BOW, BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN WERE ANGRY WITH ME BECAUSE OF THE LOSS OF MY BOW, FOR WE DID OBTAIN NO FOOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID RETURN WITHOUT FOOD TO OUR FAMILIES, AND BEING MUCH FATIGUED, BECAUSE OF THEIR JOURNEYING, THEY DID SUFFER MUCH FOR THE WANT OF FOOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT LAMAN AND LEMUEL AND THE SONS OF ISHMAEL DID BEGIN TO MURMUR EXCEEDINGLY, BECAUSE OF THEIR SUFFERINGS AND AFFLICTIONS IN THE WILDERNESS; AND ALSO, MY FATHER BEGAN TO MURMUR AGAINST THE LORD HIS GOD; YEA, AND THEY WERE ALL EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL, EVEN THAT THEY DID MURMUR AGAINST THE LORD. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, HAVING BEEN AFFLICTED WITH MY BRETHREN BECAUSE OF THE LOSS OF MY BOW, AND THEIR BOWS HAVING LOST THEIR SPRINGS, IT BEGAN TO BE EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT, YEA, INSOMUCH THAT WE COULD OBTAIN NO FOOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, DID SPEAK MUCH UNTO MY BRETHREN, BECAUSE THEY HAD HARDENED THEIR HEARTS AGAIN, EVEN UNTO COMPLAINING AGAINST THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, DID MAKE OUT OF WOOD A BOW, AND OUT OF A STRAIGHT STICK, AN ARROW; WHEREFORE, I DID ARM MYSELF WITH A BOW AND AN ARROW, WITH A SLING AND WITH STONES. AND I SAID UNTO MY FATHER: WHITHER SHALL I GO TO OBTAIN FOOD? AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID INQUIRE OF THE LORD, FOR THEY HAD HUMBLED THEMSELVES BECAUSE OF MY WORDS; FOR I DID SAY MANY THINGS UNTO THEM IN THE ENERGY OF MY SOUL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE VOICE OF THE LORD CAME UNTO MY FATHER; AND HE WAS TRULY CHASTENED BECAUSE OF HIS MURMURING AGAINST THE LORD, INSOMUCH THAT HE WAS BROUGHT DOWN INTO THE DEPTHS OF SORROW. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE VOICE OF THE LORD SAID UNTO HIM: LOOK UPON THE BALL, AND BEHOLD THE THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN MY FATHER BEHELD THE THINGS WHICH WERE WRITTEN UPON THE BALL, HE DID FEAR AND TREMBLE EXCEEDINGLY, AND ALSO MY BRETHREN AND THE SONS OF ISHMAEL AND OUR WIVES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, BEHELD THE POINTERS WHICH WERE IN THE BALL, THAT THEY DID WORK ACCORDING TO THE FAITH AND DILIGENCE AND HEED WHICH WE DID GIVE UNTO THEM. AND THERE WAS ALSO WRITTEN UPON THEM A NEW WRITING, WHICH WAS PLAIN TO BE READ, WHICH DID GIVE US UNDERSTANDING CONCERNING THE WAYS OF THE LORD; AND IT WAS WRITTEN AND CHANGED FROM TIME TO TIME, ACCORDING TO THE FAITH AND DILIGENCE WHICH WE GAVE UNTO IT. AND THUS, WE SEE THAT BY SMALL MEANS THE LORD CAN BRING ABOUT GREAT THINGS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, DID GO FORTH UP INTO THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN, ACCORDING TO THE DIRECTIONS WHICH WERE GIVEN UPON THE BALL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I DID SLAY WILD BEASTS, INSOMUCH THAT I DID OBTAIN FOOD FOR OUR FAMILIES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I DID RETURN TO OUR TENTS, BEARING THE BEASTS WHICH I HAD SLAIN; AND NOW WHEN THEY BEHELD THAT I HAD OBTAINED FOOD, HOW GREAT WAS THEIR JOY! AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID HUMBLE THEMSELVES BEFORE THE LORD, AND DID GIVE THANKS UNTO HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID AGAIN TAKE OUR JOURNEY, TRAVELING NEARLY THE SAME COURSE AS IN THE BEGINNING; AND AFTER WE HAD TRAVELED FOR THE SPACE OF MANY DAYS, WE DID PITCH OUR TENTS AGAIN, THAT WE MIGHT TARRY FOR THE SPACE OF A TIME. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ISHMAEL DIED, AND WAS BURIED IN THE PLACE WHICH WAS CALLED NAHOM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE DAUGHTERS OF ISHMAEL DID MOURN EXCEEDINGLY, BECAUSE OF THE LOSS OF THEIR FATHER, AND BECAUSE OF THEIR AFFLICTIONS IN THE WILDERNESS; AND THEY DID MURMUR AGAINST MY FATHER, BECAUSE HE HAD BROUGHT THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, SAYING: OUR FATHER IS DEAD; YEA, AND WE HAVE WANDERED MUCH IN THE WILDERNESS, AND WE HAVE SUFFERED MUCH AFFLICTION, HUNGER, THIRST, AND FATIGUE; AND AFTER ALL THESE SUFFERINGS WE MUST PERISH IN THE WILDERNESS WITH HUNGER. AND THUS, THEY DID MURMUR AGAINST MY FATHER, AND ALSO AGAINST ME; AND THEY WERE DESIROUS TO RETURN AGAIN TO JERUSALEM. AND LAMAN SAID UNTO LEMUEL AND ALSO UNTO THE SONS OF ISHMAEL: BEHOLD, LET US SLAY OUR FATHER, AND ALSO OUR BROTHER NEPHI, WHO HAS TAKEN IT UPON HIM TO BE OUR RULER AND OUR TEACHER, WHO ARE HIS ELDER BRETHREN. NOW, HE SAYS THAT THE LORD HAS TALKED WITH HIM, AND ALSO THAT ANGELS HAVE MINISTERED UNTO HIM. BUT BEHOLD, WE KNOW THAT HE LIES UNTO US; AND HE TELLS US THESE THINGS, AND HE WORKETH MANY THINGS BY HIS CUNNING ARTS, THAT HE MAY DECEIVE OUR EYES, THINKING, PERHAPS, THAT HE MAY LEAD US AWAY INTO SOME STRANGE WILDERNESS; AND AFTER HE HAS LED US AWAY, HE HAS THOUGHT TO MAKE HIMSELF A KING AND A RULER OVER US, THAT HE MAY DO WITH US ACCORDING TO HIS WILL AND PLEASURE. AND AFTER THIS MANNER DID MY BROTHER LAMAN STIR UP THEIR HEARTS TO ANGER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD WAS WITH US, YEA, EVEN THE VOICE OF THE LORD CAME AND DID SPEAK MANY WORDS UNTO THEM, AND DID CHASTEN THEM EXCEEDINGLY; AND AFTER THEY WERE CHASTENED BY THE VOICE OF THE LORD, THEY DID TURN AWAY THEIR ANGER, AND DID REPENT OF THEIR SINS, INSOMUCH THAT THE LORD DID BLESS US AGAIN WITH FOOD, THAT WE DID NOT PERISH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID AGAIN TAKE OUR JOURNEY IN THE WILDERNESS; AND WE DID TRAVEL NEARLY EASTWARD FROM THAT TIME FORTH. AND WE DID TRAVEL AND WADE THROUGH MUCH AFFLICTION IN THE WILDERNESS; AND OUR WOMEN DID BEAR CHILDREN IN THE WILDERNESS. AND SO GREAT WERE THE BLESSINGS OF THE LORD UPON US, THAT WHILE WE DID LIVE UPON RAW MEAT IN THE WILDERNESS, OUR WOMEN DID GIVE PLENTY OF SUCK FOR THEIR CHILDREN, AND WERE STRONG, YEA, EVEN LIKE UNTO THE MEN; AND THEY BEGAN TO BEAR THEIR JOURNEYINGS WITHOUT MURMURINGS. AND THUS, WE SEE THAT THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD MUST BE FULFILLED. AND IF IT SO BE THAT THE CHILDREN OF MEN KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, HE DOTH NOURISH THEM, AND STRENGTHEN THEM, AND PROVIDE MEANS WHEREBY THEY CAN ACCOMPLISH THE THING WHICH HE HAS COMMANDED THEM; WHEREFORE, HE DID PROVIDE MEANS FOR US WHILE WE DID SOJOURN IN THE WILDERNESS. AND WE DID SOJOURN FOR THE SPACE OF MANY YEARS, YEA, EVEN EIGHT YEARS IN THE WILDERNESS. AND WE DID COME TO THE LAND WHICH WE CALLED BOUNTIFUL, BECAUSE OF ITS MUCH FRUIT AND ALSO WILD HONEY; AND ALL THESE THINGS WERE PREPARED OF THE LORD THAT WE MIGHT NOT PERISH. AND WE BEHELD THE SEA, WHICH WE CALLED IRREANTUM, WHICH, BEING INTERPRETED, IS MANY WATERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID PITCH OUR TENTS BY THE SEASHORE; AND NOTWITHSTANDING WE HAD SUFFERED MANY AFFLICTIONS AND MUCH DIFFICULTY, YEA, EVEN SO MUCH THAT WE CANNOT WRITE THEM ALL, WE WERE EXCEEDINGLY REJOICED WHEN WE CAME TO THE SEASHORE; AND WE CALLED THE PLACE BOUNTIFUL, BECAUSE OF ITS MUCH FRUIT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER I, NEPHI, HAD BEEN IN THE LAND OF BOUNTIFUL FOR THE SPACE OF MANY DAYS, THE VOICE OF THE LORD CAME UNTO ME, SAYING: ARISE, AND GET THEE INTO THE MOUNTAIN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I AROSE AND WENT UP INTO THE MOUNTAIN, AND CRIED UNTO THE LORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING: THOU SHALT CONSTRUCT A SHIP, AFTER THE MANNER WHICH I SHALL SHOW THEE, THAT I MAY CARRY THY PEOPLE ACROSS THESE WATERS. AND I SAID: LORD, WHITHER SHALL I GO THAT I MAY FIND ORE TO MOLTEN, THAT I MAY MAKE TOOLS TO CONSTRUCT THE SHIP AFTER THE MANNER WHICH THOU HAST SHOWN UNTO ME? AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD TOLD ME WHITHER I SHOULD GO TO FIND ORE, THAT I MIGHT MAKE TOOLS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, DID MAKE A BELLOWS WHEREWITH TO BLOW THE FIRE, OF THE SKINS OF BEASTS; AND AFTER I HAD MADE A BELLOWS, THAT I MIGHT HAVE WHEREWITH TO BLOW THE FIRE, I DID SMITE TWO STONES TOGETHER THAT I MIGHT MAKE FIRE. FOR THE LORD HAD NOT HITHERTO SUFFERED THAT WE SHOULD MAKE MUCH FIRE, AS WE JOURNEYED IN THE WILDERNESS; FOR HE SAID: I WILL MAKE THY FOOD BECOME SWEET, THAT YE COOK IT NOT; AND I WILL ALSO BE YOUR LIGHT IN THE WILDERNESS; AND I WILL PREPARE THE WAY BEFORE YOU, IF IT SO BE THAT YE SHALL KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS; WHEREFORE, INASMUCH AS YE SHALL KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS YE SHALL BE LED TOWARDS THE PROMISED LAND; AND YE SHALL KNOW THAT IT IS BY ME THAT YE ARE LED. YEA, AND THE LORD SAID ALSO THAT: AFTER YE HAVE ARRIVED IN THE PROMISED LAND, YE SHALL KNOW THAT I, THE LORD, AM GOD; AND THAT I, THE LORD, DID DELIVER YOU FROM DESTRUCTION; YEA, THAT I DID BRING YOU OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM. WHEREFORE, I, NEPHI, DID STRIVE TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, AND I DID EXHORT MY BRETHREN TO FAITHFULNESS AND DILIGENCE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I DID MAKE TOOLS OF THE ORE WHICH I DID MOLTEN OUT OF THE ROCK. AND WHEN MY BRETHREN SAW THAT I WAS ABOUT TO BUILD A SHIP, THEY BEGAN TO MURMUR AGAINST ME, SAYING: OUR BROTHER IS A FOOL, FOR HE THINKETH THAT HE CAN BUILD A SHIP; YEA, AND HE ALSO THINKETH THAT HE CAN CROSS THESE GREAT WATERS. AND THUS, MY BRETHREN DID COMPLAIN AGAINST ME, AND WERE DESIROUS THAT THEY MIGHT NOT LABOR, FOR THEY DID NOT BELIEVE THAT I COULD BUILD A SHIP; NEITHER WOULD THEY BELIEVE THAT I WAS INSTRUCTED OF THE LORD. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, WAS EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS; AND NOW WHEN THEY SAW THAT I BEGAN TO BE SORROWFUL THEY WERE GLAD IN THEIR HEARTS, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID REJOICE OVER ME, SAYING: WE KNEW THAT YE COULD NOT CONSTRUCT A SHIP, FOR WE KNEW THAT YE WERE LACKING IN JUDGMENT; WHEREFORE, THOU CANST NOT ACCOMPLISH SO GREAT A WORK. AND THOU ART LIKE UNTO OUR FATHER, LED AWAY BY THE FOOLISH IMAGINATIONS OF HIS HEART; YEA, HE HATH LED US OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, AND WE HAVE WANDERED IN THE WILDERNESS FOR THESE MANY YEARS; AND OUR WOMEN HAVE TOILED, BEING BIG WITH CHILD; AND THEY HAVE BORNE CHILDREN IN THE WILDERNESS AND SUFFERED ALL THINGS, SAVE IT WERE DEATH; AND IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER THAT THEY HAD DIED BEFORE THEY CAME OUT OF JERUSALEM THAN TO HAVE SUFFERED THESE AFFLICTIONS. BEHOLD, THESE MANY YEARS WE HAVE SUFFERED IN THE WILDERNESS, WHICH TIME WE MIGHT HAVE ENJOYED OUR POSSESSIONS AND THE LAND OF OUR INHERITANCE; YEA, AND WE MIGHT HAVE BEEN HAPPY. AND WE KNOW THAT THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF JERUSALEM WERE A RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE; FOR THEY KEPT THE STATUTES AND JUDGMENTS OF THE LORD, AND ALL HIS COMMANDMENTS, ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MOSES; WHEREFORE, WE KNOW THAT THEY ARE A RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE; AND OUR FATHER HATH JUDGED THEM, AND HATH LED US AWAY BECAUSE WE WOULD HEARKEN UNTO HIS WORDS; YEA, AND OUR BROTHER IS LIKE UNTO HIM. AND AFTER THIS MANNER OF LANGUAGE DID MY BRETHREN MURMUR AND COMPLAIN AGAINST US. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, SPAKE UNTO THEM, SAYING: DO YE BELIEVE THAT OUR FATHERS, WHO WERE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, WOULD HAVE BEEN LED AWAY OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE EGYPTIANS IF THEY HAD NOT HEARKENED UNTO THE WORDS OF THE LORD? YEA, DO YE SUPPOSE THAT THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN LED OUT OF BONDAGE, IF THE LORD HAD NOT COMMANDED MOSES THAT HE SHOULD LEAD THEM OUT OF BONDAGE? NOW YE KNOW THAT THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WERE IN BONDAGE; AND YE KNOW THAT THEY WERE LADEN WITH TASKS, WHICH WERE GRIEVOUS TO BE BORNE; WHEREFORE, YE KNOW THAT IT MUST NEEDS BE A GOOD THING FOR THEM, THAT THEY SHOULD BE BROUGHT OUT OF BONDAGE. NOW YE KNOW THAT MOSES WAS COMMANDED OF THE LORD TO DO THAT GREAT WORK; AND YE KNOW THAT BY HIS WORD THE WATERS OF THE RED SEA WERE DIVIDED HITHER AND THITHER, AND THEY PASSED THROUGH ON DRY GROUND. BUT YE KNOW THAT THE EGYPTIANS WERE DROWNED IN THE RED SEA, WHO WERE THE ARMIES OF PHARAOH. AND YE ALSO KNOW THAT THEY WERE FED WITH MANNA IN THE WILDERNESS. YEA, AND YE ALSO KNOW THAT MOSES, BY HIS WORD ACCORDING TO THE POWER OF GOD WHICH WAS IN HIM, SMOTE THE ROCK, AND THERE CAME FORTH WATER, THAT THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL MIGHT QUENCH THEIR THIRST. AND NOTWITHSTANDING THEY BEING LED, THE LORD THEIR GOD, THEIR REDEEMER, GOING BEFORE THEM, LEADING THEM BY DAY AND GIVING LIGHT UNTO THEM BY NIGHT, AND DOING ALL THINGS FOR THEM WHICH WERE EXPEDIENT FOR MAN TO RECEIVE, THEY HARDENED THEIR HEARTS AND BLINDED THEIR MINDS, AND REVILED AGAINST MOSES AND AGAINST THE TRUE AND LIVING GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ACCORDING TO HIS WORD HE DID DESTROY THEM; AND ACCORDING TO HIS WORD HE DID LEAD THEM; AND ACCORDING TO HIS WORD HE DID DO ALL THINGS FOR THEM; AND THERE WAS NOT ANY THING DONE SAVE IT WERE BY HIS WORD. AND AFTER THEY HAD CROSSED THE RIVER JORDAN, HE DID MAKE THEM MIGHTY UNTO THE DRIVING OUT OF THE CHILDREN OF THE LAND, YEA, UNTO THE SCATTERING THEM TO DESTRUCTION. AND NOW, DO YE SUPPOSE THAT THE CHILDREN OF THIS LAND, WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF PROMISE, WHO WERE DRIVEN OUT BY OUR FATHERS, DO YE SUPPOSE THAT THEY WERE RIGHTEOUS? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY. DO YE SUPPOSE THAT OUR FATHERS WOULD HAVE BEEN MORE CHOICE THAN THEY IF THEY HAD BEEN RIGHTEOUS? I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY. BEHOLD, THE LORD ESTEEMETH ALL FLESH IN ONE; HE THAT IS RIGHTEOUS IS FAVORED OF GOD. BUT BEHOLD, THIS PEOPLE HAD REJECTED EVERY WORD OF GOD, AND THEY WERE RIPE IN INIQUITY; AND THE FULNESS OF THE WRATH OF GOD WAS UPON THEM; AND THE LORD DID CURSE THE LAND AGAINST THEM, AND BLESS IT UNTO OUR FATHERS; YEA, HE DID CURSE IT AGAINST THEM UNTO THEIR DESTRUCTION, AND HE DID BLESS IT UNTO OUR FATHERS UNTO THEIR OBTAINING POWER OVER IT. BEHOLD, THE LORD HATH CREATED THE EARTH THAT IT SHOULD BE INHABITED; AND HE HATH CREATED HIS CHILDREN THAT THEY SHOULD POSSESS IT. AND HE RAISETH UP A RIGHTEOUS NATION, AND DESTROYETH THE NATIONS OF THE WICKED. AND HE LEADETH AWAY THE RIGHTEOUS INTO PRECIOUS LANDS, AND THE WICKED HE DESTROYETH, AND CURSETH THE LAND UNTO THEM FOR THEIR SAKES. HE RULETH HIGH IN THE HEAVENS, FOR IT IS HIS THRONE, AND THIS EARTH IS HIS FOOTSTOOL. AND HE LOVETH THOSE WHO WILL HAVE HIM TO BE THEIR GOD. BEHOLD, HE LOVED OUR FATHERS, AND HE COVENANTED WITH THEM, YEA, EVEN ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB; AND HE REMEMBERED THE COVENANTS WHICH HE HAD MADE; WHEREFORE, HE DID BRING THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT. AND HE DID STRAITEN THEM IN THE WILDERNESS WITH HIS ROD; FOR THEY HARDENED THEIR HEARTS, EVEN AS YE HAVE; AND THE LORD STRAITENED THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITY. HE SENT FIERY FLYING SERPENTS AMONG THEM; AND AFTER THEY WERE BITTEN, HE PREPARED A WAY THAT THEY MIGHT BE HEALED; AND THE LABOR WHICH THEY HAD TO PERFORM WAS TO LOOK; AND BECAUSE OF THE SIMPLENESS OF THE WAY, OR THE EASINESS OF IT, THERE WERE MANY WHO PERISHED. AND THEY DID HARDEN THEIR HEARTS FROM TIME TO TIME, AND THEY DID REVILE AGAINST MOSES, AND ALSO AGAINST GOD; NEVERTHELESS, YE KNOW THAT THEY WERE LED FORTH BY HIS MATCHLESS POWER INTO THE LAND OF PROMISE. AND NOW, AFTER ALL THESE THINGS, THE TIME HAS COME THAT THEY HAVE BECOME WICKED, YEA, NEARLY UNTO RIPENESS; AND I KNOW NOT BUT THEY ARE AT THIS DAY ABOUT TO BE DESTROYED; FOR I KNOW THAT THE DAY MUST SURELY COME THAT THEY MUST BE DESTROYED, SAVE A FEW ONLY, WHO SHALL BE LED AWAY INTO CAPTIVITY. WHEREFORE, THE LORD COMMANDED MY FATHER THAT HE SHOULD DEPART INTO THE WILDERNESS; AND THE JEWS ALSO SOUGHT TO TAKE AWAY HIS LIFE; YEA, AND YE ALSO HAVE SOUGHT TO TAKE AWAY HIS LIFE; WHEREFORE, YE ARE MURDERERS IN YOUR HEARTS AND YE ARE LIKE UNTO THEM. YE ARE SWIFT TO DO INIQUITY BUT SLOW TO REMEMBER THE LORD YOUR GOD. YE HAVE SEEN AN ANGEL, AND HE SPAKE UNTO YOU; YEA, YE HAVE HEARD HIS VOICE FROM TIME TO TIME; AND HE HATH SPOKEN UNTO YOU IN A STILL SMALL VOICE, BUT YE WERE PAST FEELING, THAT YE COULD NOT FEEL HIS WORDS; WHEREFORE, HE HAS SPOKEN UNTO YOU LIKE UNTO THE VOICE OF THUNDER, WHICH DID CAUSE THE EARTH TO SHAKE AS IF IT WERE TO DIVIDE ASUNDER. AND YE ALSO KNOW THAT BY THE POWER OF HIS ALMIGHTY WORD HE CAN CAUSE THE EARTH THAT IT SHALL PASS AWAY; YEA, AND YE KNOW THAT BY HIS WORD HE CAN CAUSE THE ROUGH PLACES TO BE MADE SMOOTH, AND SMOOTH PLACES SHALL BE BROKEN UP. O, THEN, WHY IS IT, THAT YE CAN BE SO HARD IN YOUR HEARTS? BEHOLD, MY SOUL IS RENT WITH ANGUISH BECAUSE OF YOU, AND MY HEART IS PAINED; I FEAR LEST YE SHALL BE CAST OFF FOREVER. BEHOLD, I AM FULL OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD, INSOMUCH THAT MY FRAME HAS NO STRENGTH. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN I HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, THEY WERE ANGRY WITH ME, AND WERE DESIROUS TO THROW ME INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA; AND AS THEY CAME FORTH TO LAY THEIR HANDS UPON ME I SPAKE UNTO THEM, SAYING: IN THE NAME OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD, I COMMAND YOU THAT YE TOUCH ME NOT, FOR I AM FILLED WITH THE POWER OF GOD, EVEN UNTO THE CONSUMING OF MY FLESH; AND WHOSO SHALL LAY HIS HANDS UPON ME SHALL WITHER EVEN AS A DRIED REED; AND HE SHALL BE AS NAUGHT BEFORE THE POWER OF GOD, FOR GOD SHALL SMITE HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, SAID UNTO THEM THAT THEY SHOULD MURMUR NO MORE AGAINST THEIR FATHER; NEITHER SHOULD THEY WITHHOLD THEIR LABOR FROM ME, FOR GOD HAD COMMANDED ME THAT I SHOULD BUILD A SHIP. AND I SAID UNTO THEM: IF GOD HAD COMMANDED ME TO DO ALL THINGS, I COULD DO THEM. IF HE SHOULD COMMAND ME THAT I SHOULD SAY UNTO THIS WATER, BE THOU EARTH, IT SHOULD BE EARTH; AND IF I SHOULD SAY IT, IT WOULD BE DONE. AND NOW, IF THE LORD HAS SUCH GREAT POWER, AND HAS WROUGHT SO MANY MIRACLES AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN, HOW IS IT THAT HE CANNOT INSTRUCT ME, THAT I SHOULD BUILD A SHIP? AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, SAID MANY THINGS UNTO MY BRETHREN, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE CONFOUNDED AND COULD NOT CONTEND AGAINST ME; NEITHER DURST THEY LAY THEIR HANDS UPON ME NOR TOUCH ME WITH THEIR FINGERS, EVEN FOR THE SPACE OF MANY DAYS. NOW THEY DURST NOT DO THIS LEST THEY SHOULD WITHER BEFORE ME, SO POWERFUL WAS THE SPIRIT OF GOD; AND THUS, IT HAD WROUGHT UPON THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: STRETCH FORTH THINE HAND AGAIN UNTO THY BRETHREN, AND THEY SHALL NOT WITHER BEFORE THEE, BUT I WILL SHOCK THEM, SAITH THE LORD, AND THIS WILL I DO, THAT THEY MAY KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I STRETCHED FORTH MY HAND UNTO MY BRETHREN, AND THEY DID NOT WITHER BEFORE ME; BUT THE LORD DID SHAKE THEM, EVEN ACCORDING TO THE WORD WHICH HE HAD SPOKEN. AND NOW, THEY SAID: WE KNOW OF A SURETY THAT THE LORD IS WITH THEE, FOR WE KNOW THAT IT IS THE POWER OF THE LORD THAT HAS SHAKEN US. AND THEY FELL DOWN BEFORE ME, AND WERE ABOUT TO WORSHIP ME, BUT I WOULD NOT SUFFER THEM, SAYING: I AM THY BROTHER, YEA, EVEN THY YOUNGER BROTHER; WHEREFORE, WORSHIP THE LORD THY GOD, AND HONOR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER, THAT THY DAYS MAY BE LONG IN THE LAND WHICH THE LORD THY GOD SHALL GIVE THEE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID WORSHIP THE LORD, AND DID GO FORTH WITH ME; AND WE DID WORK TIMBERS OF CURIOUS WORKMANSHIP. AND THE LORD DID SHOW ME FROM TIME TO TIME AFTER WHAT MANNER I SHOULD WORK THE TIMBERS OF THE SHIP. NOW I, NEPHI, DID NOT WORK THE TIMBERS AFTER THE MANNER WHICH WAS LEARNED BY MEN, NEITHER DID I BUILD THE SHIP AFTER THE MANNER OF MEN; BUT I DID BUILD IT AFTER THE MANNER WHICH THE LORD HAD SHOWN UNTO ME; WHEREFORE, IT WAS NOT AFTER THE MANNER OF MEN. AND I, NEPHI, DID GO INTO THE MOUNT OFT, AND I DID PRAY OFT UNTO THE LORD; WHEREFORE THE LORD SHOWED UNTO ME GREAT THINGS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER I HAD FINISHED THE SHIP, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE LORD, MY BRETHREN BEHELD THAT IT WAS GOOD, AND THAT THE WORKMANSHIP THEREOF WAS EXCEEDINGLY FINE; WHEREFORE, THEY DID HUMBLE THEMSELVES AGAIN BEFORE THE LORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE VOICE OF THE LORD CAME UNTO MY FATHER, THAT WE SHOULD ARISE AND GO DOWN INTO THE SHIP. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ON THE MORROW, AFTER WE HAD PREPARED ALL THINGS, MUCH FRUITS AND MEAT FROM THE WILDERNESS, AND HONEY IN ABUNDANCE, AND PROVISIONS ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH THE LORD HAD COMMANDED US, WE DID GO DOWN INTO THE SHIP, WITH ALL OUR LOADING AND OUR SEEDS, AND WHATSOEVER THING WE HAD BROUGHT WITH US, EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO HIS AGE; WHEREFORE, WE DID ALL GO DOWN INTO THE SHIP, WITH OUR WIVES AND OUR CHILDREN. AND NOW, MY FATHER HAD BEGAT TWO SONS IN THE WILDERNESS; THE ELDER WAS CALLED JACOB AND THE YOUNGER JOSEPH. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER WE HAD ALL GONE DOWN INTO THE SHIP, AND HAD TAKEN WITH US OUR PROVISIONS AND THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN COMMANDED US, WE DID PUT FORTH INTO THE SEA AND WERE DRIVEN FORTH BEFORE THE WIND TOWARDS THE PROMISED LAND. AND AFTER WE HAD BEEN DRIVEN FORTH BEFORE THE WIND FOR THE SPACE OF MANY DAYS, BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN AND THE SONS OF ISHMAEL AND ALSO THEIR WIVES BEGAN TO MAKE THEMSELVES MERRY, INSOMUCH THAT THEY BEGAN TO DANCE, AND TO SING, AND TO SPEAK WITH MUCH RUDENESS, YEA, EVEN THAT THEY DID FORGET BY WHAT POWER THEY HAD BEEN BROUGHT THITHER; YEA, THEY WERE LIFTED UP UNTO EXCEEDING RUDENESS. AND I, NEPHI, BEGAN TO FEAR EXCEEDINGLY LEST THE LORD SHOULD BE ANGRY WITH US, AND SMITE US BECAUSE OF OUR INIQUITY, THAT WE SHOULD BE SWALLOWED UP IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA; WHEREFORE, I, NEPHI, BEGAN TO SPEAK TO THEM WITH MUCH SOBERNESS; BUT BEHOLD THEY WERE ANGRY WITH ME, SAYING: WE WILL NOT THAT OUR YOUNGER BROTHER SHALL BE A RULER OVER US. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT LAMAN AND LEMUEL DID TAKE ME AND BIND ME WITH CORDS, AND THEY DID TREAT ME WITH MUCH HARSHNESS; NEVERTHELESS, THE LORD DID SUFFER IT THAT HE MIGHT SHOW FORTH HIS POWER, UNTO THE FULFILLING OF HIS WORD WHICH HE HAD SPOKEN CONCERNING THE WICKED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THEY HAD BOUND ME INSOMUCH THAT I COULD NOT MOVE, THE COMPASS, WHICH HAD BEEN PREPARED OF THE LORD, DID CEASE TO WORK. WHEREFORE, THEY KNEW NOT WHITHER THEY SHOULD STEER THE SHIP, INSOMUCH THAT THERE AROSE A GREAT STORM, YEA, A GREAT AND TERRIBLE TEMPEST, AND WE WERE DRIVEN BACK UPON THE WATERS FOR THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS; AND THEY BEGAN TO BE FRIGHTENED EXCEEDINGLY LEST THEY SHOULD BE DROWNED IN THE SEA; NEVERTHELESS, THEY DID NOT LOOSE ME. AND ON THE FOURTH DAY, WHICH WE HAD BEEN DRIVEN BACK, THE TEMPEST BEGAN TO BE EXCEEDINGLY SORE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE WERE ABOUT TO BE SWALLOWED UP IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA. AND AFTER WE HAD BEEN DRIVEN BACK UPON THE WATERS FOR THE SPACE OF FOUR DAYS, MY BRETHREN BEGAN TO SEE THAT THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD WERE UPON THEM, AND THAT THEY MUST PERISH SAVE THAT THEY SHOULD REPENT OF THEIR INIQUITIES; WHEREFORE, THEY CAME UNTO ME, AND LOOSED THE BANDS WHICH WERE UPON MY WRISTS, AND BEHOLD THEY HAD SWOLLEN EXCEEDINGLY; AND ALSO MINE ANKLES WERE MUCH SWOLLEN, AND GREAT WAS THE SORENESS THEREOF. NEVERTHELESS, I DID LOOK UNTO MY GOD, AND I DID PRAISE HIM ALL THE DAY LONG; AND I DID NOT MURMUR AGAINST THE LORD BECAUSE OF MINE AFFLICTIONS. NOW MY FATHER, LEHI, HAD SAID MANY THINGS UNTO THEM, AND ALSO UNTO THE SONS OF ISHMAEL; BUT, BEHOLD, THEY DID BREATHE OUT MUCH THREATENINGS AGAINST ANYONE THAT SHOULD SPEAK FOR ME; AND MY PARENTS BEING STRICKEN IN YEARS, AND HAVING SUFFERED MUCH GRIEF BECAUSE OF THEIR CHILDREN, THEY WERE BROUGHT DOWN, YEA, EVEN UPON THEIR SICK-BEDS. BECAUSE OF THEIR GRIEF AND MUCH SORROW, AND THE INIQUITY OF MY BRETHREN, THEY WERE BROUGHT NEAR EVEN TO BE CARRIED OUT OF THIS TIME TO MEET THEIR GOD; YEA, THEIR GREY HAIRS WERE ABOUT TO BE BROUGHT DOWN TO LIE LOW IN THE DUST; YEA, EVEN THEY WERE NEAR TO BE CAST WITH SORROW INTO A WATERY GRAVE. AND JACOB AND JOSEPH ALSO, BEING YOUNG, HAVING NEED OF MUCH NOURISHMENT, WERE GRIEVED BECAUSE OF THE AFFLICTIONS OF THEIR MOTHER; AND ALSO, MY WIFE WITH HER TEARS AND PRAYERS, AND ALSO MY CHILDREN, DID NOT SOFTEN THE HEARTS OF MY BRETHREN THAT THEY WOULD, LOOSE ME. AND THERE WAS NOTHING SAVE IT WERE THE POWER OF GOD, WHICH THREATENED THEM WITH DESTRUCTION, COULD SOFTEN THEIR HEARTS; WHEREFORE, WHEN THEY SAW THAT THEY WERE ABOUT TO BE SWALLOWED UP IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA THEY REPENTED OF THE THING WHICH THEY HAD DONE, INSOMUCH THAT THEY, LOOSED ME. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THEY HAD LOOSED ME, BEHOLD, I TOOK THE COMPASS, AND IT DID WORK WHITHER I DESIRED IT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I PRAYED UNTO THE LORD; AND AFTER I HAD PRAYED THE WINDS DID CEASE, AND THE STORM DID CEASE, AND THERE WAS A GREAT CALM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, DID GUIDE THE SHIP, THAT WE SAILED AGAIN TOWARDS THE PROMISED LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER WE HAD SAILED FOR THE SPACE OF MANY DAYS WE DID ARRIVE AT THE PROMISED LAND; AND WE WENT FORTH UPON THE LAND, AND DID PITCH OUR TENTS; AND WE DID CALL IT THE PROMISED LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID BEGIN TO TILL THE EARTH, AND WE BEGAN TO PLANT SEEDS; YEA, WE DID PUT ALL OUR SEEDS INTO THE EARTH, WHICH WE HAD BROUGHT FROM THE LAND OF JERUSALEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID GROW EXCEEDINGLY; WHEREFORE, WE WERE BLESSED IN ABUNDANCE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID FIND UPON THE LAND OF PROMISE, AS WE JOURNEYED IN THE WILDERNESS, THAT THERE WERE BEASTS IN THE FORESTS OF EVERY KIND, BOTH THE COW AND THE OX, AND THE ASS AND THE HORSE, AND THE GOAT AND THE WILD GOAT, AND ALL MANNER OF WILD ANIMALS, WHICH WERE FOR THE USE OF MEN. AND WE DID FIND ALL MANNER OF ORE, BOTH OF GOLD, AND OF SILVER, AND OF COPPER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD COMMANDED ME, WHEREFORE I DID MAKE PLATES OF ORE THAT I MIGHT ENGRAVEN UPON THEM THE RECORD OF MY PEOPLE. AND UPON THE PLATES WHICH I MADE I DID ENGRAVEN THE RECORD OF MY FATHER, AND ALSO OUR JOURNEYINGS IN THE WILDERNESS, AND THE PROPHECIES OF MY FATHER; AND ALSO, MANY OF MINE OWN PROPHECIES HAVE I ENGRAVEN UPON THEM. AND I KNEW NOT AT THE TIME WHEN I MADE THEM THAT I SHOULD BE COMMANDED OF THE LORD TO MAKE THESE PLATES; WHEREFORE, THE RECORD OF MY FATHER, AND THE GENEALOGY OF HIS FATHERS, AND THE MORE PART OF ALL OUR PROCEEDINGS IN THE WILDERNESS ARE ENGRAVEN UPON THOSE FIRST PLATES OF WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN; WHEREFORE, THE THINGS WHICH TRANSPIRED BEFORE I MADE THESE PLATES ARE, OF A TRUTH, MORE PARTICULARLY MADE MENTION UPON THE FIRST PLATES. AND AFTER I HAD MADE THESE PLATES BY WAY OF COMMANDMENT, I, NEPHI, RECEIVED A COMMANDMENT THAT THE MINISTRY AND THE PROPHECIES, THE MORE PLAIN AND PRECIOUS PARTS OF THEM, SHOULD BE WRITTEN UPON THESE PLATES; AND THAT THE THINGS WHICH WERE WRITTEN SHOULD BE KEPT FOR THE INSTRUCTION OF MY PEOPLE, WHO SHOULD POSSESS THE LAND, AND ALSO FOR OTHER WISE PURPOSES, WHICH PURPOSES ARE KNOWN UNTO THE LORD. WHEREFORE, I, NEPHI, DID MAKE A RECORD UPON THE OTHER PLATES, WHICH GIVES AN ACCOUNT, OR WHICH GIVES A GREATER ACCOUNT OF THE WARS AND CONTENTIONS AND DESTRUCTIONS OF MY PEOPLE. AND THIS HAVE I DONE, AND COMMANDED MY PEOPLE WHAT THEY SHOULD DO AFTER I WAS GONE; AND THAT THESE PLATES SHOULD BE HANDED DOWN FROM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER, OR FROM ONE PROPHET TO ANOTHER, UNTIL FURTHER COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD. AND AN ACCOUNT OF MY MAKING THESE PLATES SHALL BE GIVEN HEREAFTER; AND THEN, BEHOLD, I PROCEED ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN; AND THIS I DO THAT THE MORE SACRED THINGS MAY BE KEPT FOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF MY PEOPLE. NEVERTHELESS, I DO NOT WRITE ANYTHING UPON PLATES SAVE IT BE THAT I THINK IT BE SACRED. AND NOW, IF I DO ERR, EVEN DID THEY ERR OF OLD; NOT THAT I WOULD EXCUSE MYSELF BECAUSE OF OTHER MEN, BUT BECAUSE OF THE WEAKNESS WHICH IS IN ME, ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, I WOULD EXCUSE MYSELF. FOR THE THINGS WHICH SOME MEN ESTEEM TO BE OF GREAT WORTH, BOTH TO THE BODY AND SOUL, OTHERS SET AT NAUGHT AND TRAMPLE UNDER THEIR FEET. YEA, EVEN THE VERY GOD OF ISRAEL DO MEN TRAMPLE UNDER THEIR FEET; I SAY, TRAMPLE UNDER THEIR FEET BUT I WOULD SPEAK IN OTHER WORDS—THEY SET HIM AT NAUGHT, AND HEARKEN NOT TO THE VOICE OF HIS COUNSELS. AND BEHOLD HE COMETH, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE ANGEL, IN SIX HUNDRED YEARS FROM THE TIME MY FATHER LEFT JERUSALEM. AND THE WORLD, BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITY, SHALL JUDGE HIM TO BE A THING OF NAUGHT; WHEREFORE THEY SCOURGE HIM, AND HE SUFFERETH IT; AND THEY SMITE HIM, AND HE SUFFERETH IT. YEA, THEY SPIT UPON HIM, AND HE SUFFERETH IT, BECAUSE OF HIS LOVING KINDNESS AND HIS LONG-SUFFERING TOWARDS THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS, WHO WERE LED OUT OF EGYPT, OUT OF BONDAGE, AND ALSO WERE PRESERVED IN THE WILDERNESS BY HIM, YEA, THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB, YIELDETH HIMSELF, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE ANGEL, AS A MAN, INTO THE HANDS OF WICKED MEN, TO BE LIFTED UP, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF ZENOCK, AND TO BE CRUCIFIED, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF NEUM, AND TO BE BURIED IN A SEPULCHRE, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF ZENOS, WHICH HE SPAKE CONCERNING THE THREE DAYS OF DARKNESS, WHICH SHOULD BE A SIGN GIVEN OF HIS DEATH UNTO THOSE WHO SHOULD INHABIT THE ISLES OF THE SEA, MORE ESPECIALLY GIVEN UNTO THOSE WHO ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. FOR THUS SPAKE THE PROPHET: THE LORD GOD SURELY SHALL VISIT ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AT THAT DAY, SOME WITH HIS VOICE, BECAUSE OF THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS, UNTO THEIR GREAT JOY AND SALVATION, AND OTHERS WITH THE THUNDERINGS AND THE LIGHTNINGS OF HIS POWER, BY TEMPEST, BY FIRE, AND BY SMOKE, AND VAPOR OF DARKNESS, AND BY THE OPENING OF THE EARTH, AND BY MOUNTAINS WHICH SHALL BE CARRIED UP. AND ALL THESE THINGS MUST SURELY COME, SAITH THE PROPHET ZENOS. AND THE ROCKS OF THE EARTH MUST REND; AND BECAUSE OF THE GROANINGS OF THE EARTH, MANY OF THE KINGS OF THE ISLES OF THE SEA SHALL BE WROUGHT UPON BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, TO EXCLAIM: THE GOD OF NATURE SUFFERS. AND AS FOR THOSE WHO ARE AT JERUSALEM, SAITH THE PROPHET, THEY SHALL BE SCOURGED BY ALL PEOPLE, BECAUSE THEY CRUCIFY THE GOD OF ISRAEL, AND TURN THEIR HEARTS ASIDE, REJECTING SIGNS AND WONDERS, AND THE POWER AND GLORY OF THE GOD OF ISRAEL. AND BECAUSE THEY TURN THEIR HEARTS ASIDE, SAITH THE PROPHET, AND HAVE DESPISED THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, THEY SHALL WANDER IN THE FLESH, AND PERISH, AND BECOME A HISS AND A BYWORD, AND BE HATED AMONG ALL NATIONS. NEVERTHELESS, WHEN THAT DAY COMETH, SAITH THE PROPHET, THAT THEY NO MORE TURN ASIDE THEIR HEARTS AGAINST THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, THEN WILL HE REMEMBER THE COVENANTS WHICH HE MADE TO THEIR FATHERS. YEA, THEN WILL HE REMEMBER THE ISLES OF THE SEA; YEA, AND ALL THE PEOPLE WHO ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, WILL I GATHER IN, SAITH THE LORD, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET ZENOS, FROM THE FOUR QUARTERS OF THE EARTH. YEA, AND ALL THE EARTH SHALL SEE THE SALVATION OF THE LORD, SAITH THE PROPHET; EVERY NATION, KINDRED, TONGUE AND PEOPLE SHALL BE BLESSED. AND I, NEPHI, HAVE WRITTEN THESE THINGS UNTO MY PEOPLE, THAT PERHAPS I MIGHT PERSUADE THEM THAT THEY WOULD REMEMBER THE LORD THEIR REDEEMER. WHEREFORE, I SPEAK UNTO ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, IF IT SO BE THAT THEY SHOULD OBTAIN THESE THINGS. FOR BEHOLD, I HAVE WORKINGS IN THE SPIRIT, WHICH DOTH WEARY ME EVEN THAT ALL MY JOINTS ARE WEAK, FOR THOSE WHO ARE AT JERUSALEM; FOR HAD NOT THE LORD BEEN MERCIFUL, TO SHOW UNTO ME CONCERNING THEM, EVEN AS HE HAD PROPHETS OF OLD, I SHOULD HAVE PERISHED ALSO. AND HE SURELY DID SHOW UNTO THE PROPHETS OF OLD ALL THINGS CONCERNING THEM; AND ALSO, HE DID SHOW UNTO MANY CONCERNING US; WHEREFORE, IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT WE KNOW CONCERNING THEM FOR THEY ARE WRITTEN UPON THE PLATES OF BRASS.
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NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, DID TEACH MY BRETHREN THESE THINGS; AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I DID READ MANY THINGS TO THEM, WHICH WERE ENGRAVEN UPON THE PLATES OF BRASS, THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW CONCERNING THE DOINGS OF THE LORD IN OTHER LANDS, AMONG PEOPLE OF OLD. AND I DID READ MANY THINGS UNTO THEM WHICH WERE WRITTEN IN THE BOOKS OF MOSES; BUT THAT I MIGHT MORE FULLY PERSUADE THEM TO BELIEVE IN THE LORD THEIR REDEEMER I DID READ UNTO THEM THAT WHICH WAS WRITTEN BY THE PROPHET ISAIAH; FOR I DID LIKEN ALL SCRIPTURES UNTO US, THAT IT MIGHT BE FOR OUR PROFIT AND LEARNING. WHEREFORE I SPAKE UNTO THEM, SAYING: HEAR YE THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET, YE WHO ARE A REMNANT OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, A BRANCH WHO HAVE BEEN BROKEN OFF; HEAR YE THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET, WHICH WERE WRITTEN UNTO ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND LIKEN THEM UNTO YOURSELVES, THAT YE MAY HAVE HOPE AS WELL AS YOUR BRETHREN FROM WHOM YE HAVE BEEN BROKEN OFF; FOR AFTER THIS MANNER HAS THE PROPHET WRITTEN. HEARKEN AND HEAR THIS, O HOUSE OF JACOB, WHO ARE CALLED BY THE NAME OF ISRAEL, AND ARE COME FORTH OUT OF THE WATERS OF JUDAH, OR OUT OF THE WATERS OF BAPTISM, WHO SWEAR BY THE NAME OF THE LORD, AND MAKE MENTION OF THE GOD OF ISRAEL, YET THEY SWEAR NOT IN TRUTH NOR IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. NEVERTHELESS, THEY CALL THEMSELVES OF THE HOLY CITY, BUT THEY DO NOT STAY THEMSELVES UPON THE GOD OF ISRAEL, WHO IS THE LORD OF HOSTS; YEA, THE LORD OF HOSTS IS HIS NAME. BEHOLD, I HAVE DECLARED THE FORMER THINGS FROM THE BEGINNING; AND THEY WENT FORTH OUT OF MY MOUTH, AND I SHOWED THEM. I DID SHOW THEM SUDDENLY. AND I DID IT BECAUSE I KNEW THAT THOU ART OBSTINATE, AND THY NECK IS AN IRON SINEW, AND THY BROW BRASS; AND I HAVE EVEN FROM THE BEGINNING DECLARED TO THEE; BEFORE IT CAME TO PASS, I SHOWED THEM THEE; AND I SHOWED THEM FOR FEAR LEST THOU SHOULDST SAY—MINE IDOL HATH DONE THEM, AND MY GRAVEN IMAGE, AND MY MOLTEN IMAGE HATH COMMANDED THEM. THOU HAST SEEN AND HEARD ALL THIS; AND WILL YE NOT DECLARE THEM? AND THAT I HAVE SHOWED THEE NEW THINGS FROM THIS TIME, EVEN HIDDEN THINGS, AND THOU DIDST NOT KNOW THEM. THEY ARE CREATED NOW, AND NOT FROM THE BEGINNING, EVEN BEFORE THE DAY WHEN THOU HEARDEST THEM NOT THEY WERE DECLARED UNTO THEE, LEST THOU SHOULDST SAY—BEHOLD I KNEW THEM. YEA, AND THOU HEARDEST NOT; YEA, THOU KNEWEST NOT; YEA, FROM THAT TIME THINE EAR WAS NOT OPENED; FOR I KNEW THAT THOU WOULDST DEAL VERY TREACHEROUSLY, AND WAST CALLED A TRANSGRESSOR FROM THE WOMB. NEVERTHELESS, FOR MY NAME’S SAKE WILL I DEFER MINE ANGER, AND FOR MY PRAISE WILL I REFRAIN FROM THEE, THAT I CUT THEE NOT OFF. FOR, BEHOLD, I HAVE REFINED THEE, I HAVE CHOSEN THEE IN THE FURNACE OF AFFLICTION. FOR MINE OWN SAKE, YEA, FOR MINE OWN SAKE WILL I DO THIS, FOR I WILL NOT SUFFER MY NAME TO BE POLLUTED, AND I WILL NOT GIVE MY GLORY UNTO ANOTHER. HEARKEN UNTO ME, O JACOB, AND ISRAEL MY CALLED, FOR I AM HE; I AM THE FIRST, AND I AM ALSO THE LAST. MINE HAND HATH ALSO LAID THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH, AND MY RIGHT HAND HATH SPANNED THE HEAVENS. I CALL UNTO THEM AND THEY STAND UP TOGETHER. ALL YE, ASSEMBLE YOURSELVES, AND HEAR; WHO AMONG THEM HATH DECLARED THESE THINGS UNTO THEM? THE LORD HATH LOVED HIM; YEA, AND HE WILL FULFIL HIS WORD WHICH HE HATH DECLARED BY THEM; AND HE WILL DO HIS PLEASURE ON BABYLON, AND HIS ARM SHALL COME UPON THE CHALDEANS. ALSO, SAITH THE LORD; I THE LORD, YEA, I HAVE SPOKEN; YEA, I HAVE CALLED HIM TO DECLARE, I HAVE BROUGHT HIM, AND HE SHALL MAKE HIS WAY PROSPEROUS. COME YE NEAR UNTO ME; I HAVE NOT SPOKEN IN SECRET; FROM THE BEGINNING, FROM THE TIME THAT IT WAS DECLARED HAVE I SPOKEN; AND THE LORD GOD, AND HIS SPIRIT, HATH SENT ME. AND THUS, SAITH THE LORD, THY REDEEMER, THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL; I HAVE SENT HIM, THE LORD THY GOD WHO TEACHETH THEE TO PROFIT, WHO LEADETH THEE BY THE WAY THOU SHOULDST GO, HATH DONE IT. O THAT THOU HADST HEARKENED TO MY COMMANDMENTS—THEN HAD THY PEACE BEEN AS A RIVER, AND THY RIGHTEOUSNESS AS THE WAVES OF THE SEA. THY SEED ALSO HAD BEEN AS THE SAND; THE OFFSPRING OF THY BOWELS LIKE THE GRAVEL THEREOF; HIS NAME SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN CUT OFF NOR DESTROYED FROM BEFORE ME. GO YE FORTH OF BABYLON, FLEE YE FROM THE CHALDEANS, WITH A VOICE OF SINGING DECLARE YE, TELL THIS, UTTER TO THE END OF THE EARTH; SAY YE: THE LORD HATH REDEEMED HIS SERVANT JACOB. AND THEY THIRSTED NOT; HE LED THEM THROUGH THE DESERTS; HE CAUSED THE WATERS TO FLOW OUT OF THE ROCK FOR THEM; HE CLAVE THE ROCK ALSO AND THE WATERS GUSHED OUT. AND NOTWITHSTANDING HE HATH DONE ALL THIS, AND GREATER ALSO, THERE IS NO PEACE, SAITH THE LORD, UNTO THE WICKED. AND AGAIN: HEARKEN, O YE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, ALL YE THAT ARE BROKEN OFF AND ARE DRIVEN OUT BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THE PASTORS OF MY PEOPLE; YEA, ALL YE THAT ARE BROKEN OFF, THAT ARE SCATTERED ABROAD, WHO ARE OF MY PEOPLE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL. LISTEN, O ISLES, UNTO ME, AND HEARKEN YE PEOPLE FROM FAR; THE LORD HATH CALLED ME FROM THE WOMB; FROM THE BOWELS OF MY MOTHER HATH HE MADE MENTION OF MY NAME. AND HE HATH MADE MY MOUTH LIKE A SHARP SWORD; IN THE SHADOW OF HIS HAND HATH HE HID ME, AND MADE ME A POLISHED SHAFT; IN HIS QUIVER HATH HE HID ME; AND SAID UNTO ME: THOU ART MY SERVANT, O ISRAEL, IN WHOM I WILL BE GLORIFIED. THEN I SAID, I HAVE LABORED IN VAIN, I HAVE SPENT MY STRENGTH FOR NAUGHT AND IN VAIN; SURELY MY JUDGMENT IS WITH THE LORD, AND MY WORK WITH MY GOD. AND NOW, SAITH THE LORD—THAT FORMED ME FROM THE WOMB THAT I SHOULD BE HIS SERVANT, TO BRING JACOB AGAIN TO HIM—THOUGH ISRAEL BE NOT GATHERED, YET SHALL I BE GLORIOUS IN THE EYES OF THE LORD, AND MY GOD SHALL BE MY STRENGTH. AND HE SAID: IT IS A LIGHT THING THAT THOU SHOULDST BE MY SERVANT TO RAISE UP THE TRIBES OF JACOB, AND TO RESTORE THE PRESERVED OF ISRAEL. I WILL ALSO GIVE THEE FOR A LIGHT TO THE GENTILES, THAT THOU MAYEST BE MY SALVATION UNTO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH. THUS, SAITH THE LORD, THE REDEEMER OF ISRAEL, HIS HOLY ONE, TO HIM WHOM MAN DESPISETH, TO HIM WHOM THE NATIONS ABHORRETH, TO SERVANT OF RULERS: KINGS SHALL SEE AND ARISE, PRINCES ALSO SHALL WORSHIP, BECAUSE OF THE LORD THAT IS FAITHFUL. THUS SAITH THE LORD: IN AN ACCEPTABLE TIME HAVE I HEARD THEE, O ISLES OF THE SEA, AND IN A DAY OF SALVATION HAVE I HELPED THEE; AND I WILL PRESERVE THEE, AND GIVE THEE MY SERVANT FOR A COVENANT OF THE PEOPLE, TO ESTABLISH THE EARTH, TO CAUSE TO INHERIT THE DESOLATE HERITAGES; THAT THOU MAYEST SAY TO THE PRISONERS: GO FORTH; TO THEM THAT SIT IN DARKNESS: SHOW YOURSELVES. THEY SHALL FEED IN THE WAYS, AND THEIR PASTURES SHALL BE IN ALL HIGH PLACES. THEY SHALL NOT HUNGER NOR THIRST, NEITHER SHALL THE HEAT NOR THE SUN SMITE THEM; FOR HE THAT HATH MERCY ON THEM SHALL LEAD THEM, EVEN BY THE SPRINGS OF WATER SHALL HE GUIDE THEM. AND I WILL MAKE ALL MY MOUNTAINS A WAY, AND MY HIGHWAYS SHALL BE EXALTED. AND THEN, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL, BEHOLD, THESE SHALL COME FROM FAR; AND LO, THESE FROM THE NORTH AND FROM THE WEST; AND THESE FROM THE LAND OF SINIM. SING, O HEAVENS; AND BE JOYFUL, O EARTH; FOR THE FEET OF THOSE WHO ARE IN THE EAST SHALL BE ESTABLISHED; AND BREAK FORTH INTO SINGING, O MOUNTAINS; FOR THEY SHALL BE SMITTEN NO MORE; FOR THE LORD HATH COMFORTED HIS PEOPLE, AND WILL HAVE MERCY UPON HIS AFFLICTED. BUT, BEHOLD, ZION HATH SAID: THE LORD HATH FORSAKEN ME, AND MY LORD HATH FORGOTTEN ME—BUT HE WILL SHOW THAT HE HATH NOT. FOR CAN A WOMAN FORGET HER SUCKING CHILD, THAT SHE SHOULD NOT HAVE COMPASSION ON THE SON OF HER WOMB? YEA, THEY MAY FORGET, YET WILL I NOT FORGET THEE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL. BEHOLD, I HAVE, GRAVEN THEE UPON THE PALMS OF MY HANDS; THY WALLS ARE CONTINUALLY BEFORE ME. THY CHILDREN SHALL MAKE HASTE AGAINST THY DESTROYERS; AND THEY THAT MADE THEE WASTE SHALL GO FORTH OF THEE. LIFT UP THINE EYES ROUND ABOUT AND BEHOLD; ALL THESE GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND THEY SHALL COME TO THEE. AND AS I LIVE, SAITH THE LORD, THOU SHALT SURELY CLOTHE THEE WITH THEM ALL, AS WITH AN ORNAMENT, AND BIND THEM ON EVEN AS A BRIDE. FOR THY WASTE AND THY DESOLATE PLACES, AND THE LAND OF THY DESTRUCTION, SHALL EVEN NOW BE TOO NARROW BY REASON OF THE INHABITANTS; AND THEY THAT SWALLOWED THEE UP SHALL BE FAR AWAY. THE CHILDREN WHOM THOU SHALT HAVE, AFTER THOU HAST LOST THE FIRST, SHALL AGAIN IN THINE EARS SAY: THE PLACE IS TOO STRAIT FOR ME; GIVE PLACE TO ME THAT I MAY DWELL. THEN SHALT THOU SAY IN THINE HEART: WHO HATH BEGOTTEN ME THESE, SEEING I HAVE LOST MY CHILDREN, AND AM DESOLATE, A CAPTIVE, AND REMOVING TO AND FRO? AND WHO HATH BROUGHT UP THESE? BEHOLD, I WAS LEFT ALONE; THESE, WHERE HAVE THEY BEEN? THUS, SAITH THE LORD GOD: BEHOLD, I WILL LIFT UP MINE HAND TO THE GENTILES, AND SET UP MY STANDARD TO THE PEOPLE; AND THEY SHALL BRING THY SONS IN THEIR ARMS, AND THY DAUGHTERS SHALL BE CARRIED UPON THEIR SHOULDERS. AND KINGS SHALL BE THY NURSING FATHERS, AND THEIR QUEENS THY NURSING MOTHERS; THEY SHALL BOW DOWN TO THEE WITH THEIR FACE TOWARDS THE EARTH, AND LICK UP THE DUST OF THY FEET; AND THOU SHALT KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD; FOR THEY SHALL NOT BE ASHAMED THAT WAIT FOR ME. FOR SHALL THE PREY BE TAKEN FROM THE MIGHTY, OR THE LAWFUL CAPTIVES DELIVERED? BUT THUS, SAITH THE LORD, EVEN THE CAPTIVES OF THE MIGHTY SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY, AND THE PREY OF THE TERRIBLE SHALL BE DELIVERED; FOR I WILL CONTEND WITH HIM THAT CONTENDETH WITH THEE, AND I WILL SAVE THY CHILDREN. AND I WILL FEED THEM THAT OPPRESS THEE WITH THEIR OWN FLESH; THEY SHALL BE DRUNKEN WITH THEIR OWN BLOOD AS WITH SWEET WINE; AND ALL FLESH SHALL KNOW THAT I, THE LORD, AM THY SAVIOR AND THY REDEEMER, THE MIGHTY ONE OF JACOB.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER I, NEPHI, HAD READ THESE THINGS WHICH WERE ENGRAVEN UPON THE PLATES OF BRASS, MY BRETHREN CAME UNTO ME AND SAID UNTO ME: WHAT MEANETH THESE THINGS WHICH YE HAVE READ? BEHOLD, ARE THEY TO BE UNDERSTOOD ACCORDING TO THINGS WHICH ARE SPIRITUAL, WHICH SHALL COME TO PASS ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT AND NOT THE FLESH? AND I, NEPHI, SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD THEY WERE MANIFEST UNTO THE PROPHET BY THE VOICE OF THE SPIRIT; FOR BY THE SPIRIT ARE ALL THINGS MADE KNOWN UNTO THE PROPHETS, WHICH SHALL COME UPON THE CHILDREN OF MEN ACCORDING TO THE FLESH. WHEREFORE, THE THINGS OF WHICH I HAVE READ ARE THINGS PERTAINING TO THINGS BOTH TEMPORAL AND SPIRITUAL; FOR IT APPEARS THAT THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, SOONER OR LATER, WILL BE SCATTERED UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND ALSO AMONG ALL NATIONS. AND BEHOLD, THERE ARE MANY WHO ARE ALREADY LOST FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF THOSE WHO ARE AT JERUSALEM. YEA, THE MORE PART OF ALL THE TRIBES HAVE BEEN LED AWAY; AND THEY ARE SCATTERED TO AND FRO UPON THE ISLES OF THE SEA; AND WHITHER THEY ARE NONE OF US KNOWETH, SAVE THAT WE KNOW THAT THEY HAVE BEEN LED AWAY. AND SINCE THEY HAVE BEEN LED AWAY, THESE THINGS HAVE BEEN PROPHESIED CONCERNING THEM, AND ALSO CONCERNING ALL THOSE WHO SHALL HEREAFTER BE SCATTERED AND BE CONFOUNDED, BECAUSE OF THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL; FOR AGAINST HIM WILL THEY HARDEN THEIR HEARTS; WHEREFORE, THEY SHALL BE SCATTERED AMONG ALL NATIONS AND SHALL BE HATED OF ALL MEN. NEVERTHELESS, AFTER THEY SHALL BE NURSED BY THE GENTILES, AND THE LORD HAS LIFTED UP HIS HAND UPON THE GENTILES AND SET THEM UP FOR A STANDARD, AND THEIR CHILDREN HAVE BEEN CARRIED IN THEIR ARMS, AND THEIR DAUGHTERS HAVE BEEN CARRIED UPON THEIR SHOULDERS, BEHOLD THESE THINGS OF WHICH ARE SPOKEN ARE TEMPORAL; FOR THUS ARE THE COVENANTS OF THE LORD WITH OUR FATHERS; AND IT MEANETH US IN THE DAYS TO COME, AND ALSO ALL OUR BRETHREN WHO ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND IT MEANETH THAT THE TIME COMETH THAT AFTER ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL HAVE BEEN SCATTERED AND CONFOUNDED, THAT THE LORD GOD WILL RAISE UP A MIGHTY NATION AMONG THE GENTILES, YEA, EVEN UPON THE FACE OF THIS LAND; AND BY THEM SHALL OUR SEED BE SCATTERED. AND AFTER OUR SEED IS SCATTERED THE LORD GOD WILL PROCEED TO DO A MARVELOUS WORK AMONG THE GENTILES, WHICH SHALL BE OF GREAT WORTH UNTO OUR SEED; WHEREFORE, IT IS LIKENED UNTO THEIR BEING NOURISHED BY THE GENTILES AND BEING CARRIED IN THEIR ARMS AND UPON THEIR SHOULDERS. AND IT SHALL ALSO BE OF WORTH UNTO THE GENTILES; AND NOT ONLY UNTO THE GENTILES BUT UNTO ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, UNTO THE MAKING KNOWN OF THE COVENANTS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF HEAVEN UNTO ABRAHAM, SAYING: IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE KINDREDS OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED. AND I WOULD, MY BRETHREN, THAT YE SHOULD KNOW THAT ALL THE KINDREDS OF THE EARTH CANNOT BE BLESSED UNLESS HE SHALL MAKE BARE HIS ARM IN THE EYES OF THE NATIONS. WHEREFORE, THE LORD GOD WILL PROCEED TO MAKE BARE HIS ARM IN THE EYES OF ALL THE NATIONS, IN BRINGING ABOUT HIS COVENANTS AND HIS GOSPEL UNTO THOSE WHO ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. WHEREFORE, HE WILL BRING THEM AGAIN OUT OF CAPTIVITY, AND THEY SHALL BE GATHERED TOGETHER TO THE LANDS OF THEIR INHERITANCE; AND THEY SHALL BE BROUGHT OUT OF OBSCURITY AND OUT OF DARKNESS; AND THEY SHALL KNOW THAT THE LORD IS THEIR SAVIOR AND THEIR REDEEMER, THE MIGHTY ONE OF ISRAEL. AND THE BLOOD OF THAT GREAT AND ABOMINABLE CHURCH, WHICH IS THE WHORE OF ALL THE EARTH, SHALL TURN UPON THEIR OWN HEADS; FOR THEY SHALL WAR AMONG THEMSELVES, AND THE SWORD OF THEIR OWN HANDS SHALL FALL UPON THEIR OWN HEADS, AND THEY SHALL BE DRUNKEN WITH THEIR OWN BLOOD. AND EVERY NATION WHICH SHALL WAR AGAINST THEE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL, SHALL BE TURNED ONE AGAINST ANOTHER, AND THEY SHALL FALL INTO THE PIT WHICH THEY DIGGED TO ENSNARE THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD. AND ALL THAT FIGHT AGAINST ZION SHALL BE DESTROYED, AND THAT GREAT WHORE, WHO HATH PERVERTED THE RIGHT WAYS OF THE LORD, YEA, THAT GREAT AND ABOMINABLE CHURCH, SHALL TUMBLE TO THE DUST AND GREAT SHALL BE THE FALL OF IT. FOR BEHOLD, SAITH THE PROPHET, THE TIME COMETH SPEEDILY THAT SATAN SHALL HAVE NO MORE POWER OVER THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN; FOR THE DAY SOON COMETH THAT ALL THE PROUD AND THEY WHO DO WICKEDLY SHALL BE AS STUBBLE; AND THE DAY COMETH THAT THEY MUST BE BURNED. FOR THE TIME SOON COMETH THAT THE FULNESS OF THE WRATH OF GOD SHALL BE POURED OUT UPON ALL THE CHILDREN OF MEN; FOR HE WILL NOT SUFFER THAT THE WICKED SHALL DESTROY THE RIGHTEOUS. WHEREFORE, HE WILL PRESERVE THE RIGHTEOUS BY HIS POWER, EVEN IF IT SO BE THAT THE FULNESS OF HIS WRATH MUST COME, AND THE RIGHTEOUS BE PRESERVED, EVEN UNTO THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR ENEMIES BY FIRE. WHEREFORE, THE RIGHTEOUS NEED NOT FEAR; FOR THUS SAITH THE PROPHET, THEY SHALL BE SAVED, EVEN IF IT SO BE AS BY FIRE. BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THESE THINGS MUST SHORTLY COME; YEA, EVEN BLOOD, AND FIRE, AND VAPOR OF SMOKE MUST COME; AND IT MUST NEEDS BE UPON THE FACE OF THIS EARTH; AND IT COMETH UNTO MEN ACCORDING TO THE FLESH IF IT SO BE THAT THEY WILL HARDEN THEIR HEARTS AGAINST THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL. FOR BEHOLD, THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL NOT PERISH; FOR THE TIME SURELY MUST COME THAT ALL THEY WHO FIGHT AGAINST ZION SHALL BE CUT OFF. AND THE LORD WILL SURELY PREPARE A WAY FOR HIS PEOPLE, UNTO THE FULFILLING OF THE WORDS OF MOSES, WHICH HE SPAKE, SAYING: A PROPHET SHALL THE LORD YOUR GOD RAISE UP UNTO YOU, LIKE UNTO ME; HIM SHALL YE HEAR IN ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER HE SHALL SAY UNTO YOU. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT ALL THOSE WHO WILL NOT HEAR THAT PROPHET SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM AMONG THE PEOPLE. AND NOW I, NEPHI, DECLARE UNTO YOU, THAT THIS PROPHET OF WHOM MOSES SPAKE WAS THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL; WHEREFORE, HE SHALL EXECUTE JUDGMENT IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND THE RIGHTEOUS NEED NOT FEAR, FOR THEY ARE THOSE WHO SHALL NOT BE CONFOUNDED. BUT IT IS THE KINGDOM OF THE DEVIL, WHICH SHALL BE BUILT UP AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN, WHICH KINGDOM IS ESTABLISHED AMONG THEM WHICH ARE IN THE FLESH—FOR THE TIME SPEEDILY SHALL COME THAT ALL CHURCHES WHICH ARE BUILT UP TO GET GAIN, AND ALL THOSE WHO ARE BUILT UP TO GET POWER OVER THE FLESH, AND THOSE WHO ARE BUILT UP TO BECOME POPULAR IN THE EYES OF THE WORLD, AND THOSE WHO SEEK THE LUSTS OF THE FLESH AND THE THINGS OF THE WORLD, AND TO DO ALL MANNER OF INIQUITY; YEA, IN FINE, ALL THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE KINGDOM OF THE DEVIL ARE THEY WHO NEED FEAR, AND TREMBLE, AND QUAKE; THEY ARE THOSE WHO MUST BE BROUGHT LOW IN THE DUST; THEY ARE THOSE WHO MUST BE CONSUMED AS STUBBLE; AND THIS IS ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET. AND THE TIME COMETH SPEEDILY THAT THE RIGHTEOUS MUST BE LED UP AS CALVES OF THE STALL, AND THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL MUST REIGN IN DOMINION, AND MIGHT, AND POWER, AND GREAT GLORY. AND HE GATHERETH HIS CHILDREN FROM THE FOUR QUARTERS OF THE EARTH; AND HE NUMBERETH HIS SHEEP, AND THEY KNOW HIM; AND THERE SHALL BE ONE-FOLD AND ONE SHEPHERD; AND HE SHALL FEED HIS SHEEP, AND IN HIM THEY SHALL FIND PASTURE. AND BECAUSE OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF HIS PEOPLE, SATAN HAS NO POWER; WHEREFORE, HE CANNOT BE LOOSED FOR THE SPACE OF MANY YEARS; FOR HE HATH NO POWER OVER THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE, FOR THEY DWELL IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL REIGNETH. AND NOW BEHOLD, I, NEPHI, SAY UNTO YOU THAT ALL THESE THINGS MUST COME ACCORDING TO THE FLESH. BUT, BEHOLD, ALL NATIONS, KINDREDS, TONGUES, AND PEOPLE SHALL DWELL SAFELY IN THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL IF IT SO BE THAT THEY WILL REPENT. AND NOW I, NEPHI, MAKE AN END; FOR I DURST NOT SPEAK FURTHER AS YET CONCERNING THESE THINGS. WHEREFORE, MY BRETHREN, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD CONSIDER THAT THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN WRITTEN UPON THE PLATES OF BRASS ARE TRUE; AND THEY TESTIFY THAT A MAN MUST BE OBEDIENT TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. WHEREFORE, YE NEED NOT SUPPOSE THAT I AND MY FATHER ARE THE ONLY ONES THAT HAVE TESTIFIED, AND ALSO TAUGHT THEM. WHEREFORE, IF YE SHALL BE OBEDIENT TO THE COMMANDMENTS, AND ENDURE TO THE END, YE SHALL BE SAVED AT THE LAST DAY. AND THUS, IT IS. AMEN.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER I, NEPHI, HAD MADE AN END OF TEACHING MY BRETHREN, OUR FATHER, LEHI, ALSO SPAKE MANY THINGS UNTO THEM, AND REHEARSED UNTO THEM, HOW GREAT THINGS THE LORD HAD DONE FOR THEM IN BRINGING THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM. AND HE SPAKE UNTO THEM CONCERNING THEIR REBELLIONS UPON THE WATERS, AND THE MERCIES OF GOD IN SPARING THEIR LIVES, THAT THEY WERE NOT SWALLOWED UP IN THE SEA. AND HE ALSO SPAKE UNTO THEM CONCERNING THE LAND OF PROMISE, WHICH THEY HAD OBTAINED—HOW MERCIFUL THE LORD HAD BEEN IN WARNING US THAT WE SHOULD FLEE OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM. FOR, BEHOLD, SAID HE, I HAVE SEEN A VISION, IN WHICH I KNOW THAT JERUSALEM IS DESTROYED; AND HAD WE REMAINED IN JERUSALEM WE SHOULD ALSO HAVE PERISHED. BUT, SAID HE, NOTWITHSTANDING OUR AFFLICTIONS, WE HAVE OBTAINED A LAND OF PROMISE, A LAND WHICH IS CHOICE ABOVE ALL OTHER LANDS; A LAND WHICH THE LORD GOD HATH COVENANTED WITH ME SHOULD BE A LAND FOR THE INHERITANCE OF MY SEED. YEA, THE LORD HATH COVENANTED THIS LAND UNTO ME, AND TO MY CHILDREN FOREVER, AND ALSO ALL THOSE WHO SHOULD BE LED OUT OF OTHER COUNTRIES BY THE HAND OF THE LORD. WHEREFORE, I, LEHI, PROPHESY ACCORDING TO THE WORKINGS OF THE SPIRIT WHICH IS IN ME, THAT THERE SHALL NONE COME INTO THIS LAND SAVE THEY SHALL BE BROUGHT BY THE HAND OF THE LORD. WHEREFORE, THIS LAND IS CONSECRATED UNTO HIM WHOM HE SHALL BRING. AND IF IT SO BE THAT THEY SHALL SERVE HIM ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS WHICH HE HATH GIVEN, IT SHALL BE A LAND OF LIBERTY UNTO THEM; WHEREFORE, THEY SHALL NEVER BE BROUGHT DOWN INTO CAPTIVITY; IF SO, IT SHALL BE BECAUSE OF INIQUITY; FOR IF INIQUITY SHALL ABOUND CURSED SHALL BE THE LAND FOR THEIR SAKES, BUT UNTO THE RIGHTEOUS IT SHALL BE BLESSED FOREVER. AND BEHOLD, IT IS WISDOM THAT THIS LAND SHOULD BE KEPT AS YET FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF OTHER NATIONS; FOR BEHOLD, MANY NATIONS WOULD OVERRUN THE LAND, THAT THERE WOULD BE NO PLACE FOR AN INHERITANCE. WHEREFORE, I, LEHI, HAVE OBTAINED A PROMISE, THAT INASMUCH AS THOSE WHOM THE LORD GOD SHALL BRING OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM SHALL KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, THEY SHALL PROSPER UPON THE FACE OF THIS LAND; AND THEY SHALL BE KEPT FROM ALL OTHER NATIONS, THAT THEY MAY POSSESS THIS LAND UNTO THEMSELVES. AND IF IT SO BE THAT THEY SHALL KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS THEY SHALL BE BLESSED UPON THE FACE OF THIS LAND, AND THERE SHALL BE NONE TO MOLEST THEM, NOR TO TAKE AWAY THE LAND OF THEIR INHERITANCE; AND THEY SHALL DWELL SAFELY FOREVER. BUT BEHOLD, WHEN THE TIME COMETH THAT THEY SHALL DWINDLE IN UNBELIEF, AFTER THEY HAVE RECEIVED SO GREAT BLESSINGS FROM THE HAND OF THE LORD—HAVING A KNOWLEDGE OF THE CREATION OF THE EARTH, AND ALL MEN, KNOWING THE GREAT AND MARVELOUS WORKS OF THE LORD FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD; HAVING POWER GIVEN THEM TO DO ALL THINGS BY FAITH; HAVING ALL THE COMMANDMENTS FROM THE BEGINNING, AND HAVING BEEN BROUGHT BY HIS INFINITE GOODNESS INTO THIS PRECIOUS LAND OF PROMISE—BEHOLD, I SAY, IF THE DAY SHALL COME THAT THEY WILL REJECT THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, THE TRUE MESSIAH, THEIR REDEEMER AND THEIR GOD, BEHOLD, THE JUDGMENTS OF HIM THAT IS JUST SHALL REST UPON THEM. YEA, HE WILL BRING OTHER NATIONS UNTO THEM, AND HE WILL GIVE UNTO THEM POWER, AND HE WILL TAKE AWAY FROM THEM THE LANDS OF THEIR POSSESSIONS, AND HE WILL CAUSE THEM TO BE SCATTERED AND SMITTEN. YEA, AS ONE GENERATION PASSETH TO ANOTHER THERE SHALL BE BLOODSHEDS, AND GREAT VISITATIONS AMONG THEM; WHEREFORE, MY SONS, I WOULD THAT YE WOULD REMEMBER; YEA, I WOULD THAT YE WOULD HEARKEN UNTO MY WORDS. O THAT YE WOULD AWAKE; AWAKE FROM A DEEP SLEEP, YEA, EVEN FROM THE SLEEP OF HELL, AND SHAKE OFF THE AWFUL CHAINS BY WHICH YE ARE BOUND, WHICH ARE THE CHAINS WHICH BIND THE CHILDREN OF MEN, THAT THEY ARE CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE DOWN TO THE ETERNAL GULF OF MISERY AND WOE. AWAKE! AND ARISE FROM THE DUST, AND HEAR THE WORDS OF A TREMBLING PARENT, WHOSE LIMBS YE MUST SOON LAY DOWN IN THE COLD AND SILENT GRAVE, FROM WHENCE NO TRAVELER CAN RETURN; A FEW MORE DAYS AND I GO THE WAY OF ALL THE EARTH. BUT BEHOLD, THE LORD HATH REDEEMED MY SOUL FROM HELL; I HAVE BEHELD HIS GLORY, AND I AM ENCIRCLED ABOUT ETERNALLY IN THE ARMS OF HIS LOVE. AND I DESIRE THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER TO OBSERVE THE STATUTES AND THE JUDGMENTS OF THE LORD; BEHOLD, THIS HATH BEEN THE ANXIETY OF MY SOUL FROM THE BEGINNING. MY HEART HATH BEEN WEIGHED DOWN WITH SORROW FROM TIME TO TIME, FOR I HAVE FEARED, LEST FOR THE HARDNESS OF YOUR HEARTS THE LORD YOUR GOD SHOULD COME OUT IN THE FULNESS OF HIS WRATH UPON YOU, THAT YE BE CUT OFF AND DESTROYED FOREVER; OR, THAT A CURSING SHOULD COME UPON YOU FOR THE SPACE OF MANY GENERATIONS; AND YE ARE VISITED BY SWORD, AND BY FAMINE, AND ARE HATED, AND ARE LED ACCORDING TO THE WILL AND CAPTIVITY OF THE DEVIL. O MY SONS, THAT THESE THINGS MIGHT NOT COME UPON YOU, BUT THAT YE MIGHT BE A CHOICE AND A FAVORED PEOPLE OF THE LORD. BUT BEHOLD, HIS WILL BE DONE; FOR HIS WAYS ARE RIGHTEOUSNESS FOREVER. AND HE HATH SAID THAT: INASMUCH AS YE SHALL KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS YE SHALL PROSPER IN THE LAND; BUT INASMUCH AS YE WILL NOT KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS YE SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM MY PRESENCE. AND NOW THAT MY SOUL MIGHT HAVE JOY IN YOU, AND THAT MY HEART MIGHT LEAVE THIS WORLD WITH GLADNESS BECAUSE OF YOU, THAT I MIGHT NOT BE BROUGHT DOWN WITH GRIEF AND SORROW TO THE GRAVE, ARISE FROM THE DUST, MY SONS, AND BE MEN, AND BE DETERMINED IN ONE MIND AND IN ONE HEART, UNITED IN ALL THINGS, THAT YE MAY NOT COME DOWN INTO CAPTIVITY; THAT YE MAY NOT BE CURSED WITH A SORE CURSING; AND ALSO, THAT YE MAY NOT INCUR THE DISPLEASURE OF A JUST GOD UPON YOU, UNTO THE DESTRUCTION, YEA, THE ETERNAL DESTRUCTION OF BOTH SOUL AND BODY. AWAKE, MY SONS; PUT ON THE ARMOR OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. SHAKE OFF THE CHAINS WITH WHICH YE ARE BOUND, AND COME FORTH OUT OF OBSCURITY, AND ARISE FROM THE DUST. REBEL NO MORE AGAINST YOUR BROTHER, WHOSE VIEWS HAVE BEEN GLORIOUS, AND WHO HATH KEPT THE COMMANDMENTS FROM THE TIME THAT WE LEFT JERUSALEM; AND WHO HATH BEEN AN INSTRUMENT IN THE HANDS OF GOD, IN BRINGING US FORTH INTO THE LAND OF PROMISE; FOR WERE IT NOT FOR HIM, WE MUST HAVE PERISHED WITH HUNGER IN THE WILDERNESS; NEVERTHELESS, YE SOUGHT TO TAKE AWAY HIS LIFE; YEA, AND HE HATH SUFFERED MUCH SORROW BECAUSE OF YOU. AND I EXCEEDINGLY FEAR AND TREMBLE BECAUSE OF YOU, LEST HE SHALL SUFFER AGAIN; FOR BEHOLD, YE HAVE ACCUSED HIM THAT HE SOUGHT POWER AND AUTHORITY OVER YOU; BUT I KNOW THAT HE HATH NOT SOUGHT FOR POWER NOR AUTHORITY OVER YOU, BUT HE HATH SOUGHT THE GLORY OF GOD, AND YOUR OWN ETERNAL WELFARE. AND YE HAVE MURMURED BECAUSE HE HATH BEEN PLAIN UNTO YOU. YE SAY THAT HE HATH USED SHARPNESS; YE SAY THAT HE HATH BEEN ANGRY WITH YOU; BUT BEHOLD, HIS SHARPNESS WAS THE SHARPNESS OF THE POWER OF THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH WAS IN HIM; AND THAT WHICH YE CALL ANGER WAS THE TRUTH, ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH IS IN GOD, WHICH HE COULD NOT RESTRAIN, MANIFESTING BOLDLY CONCERNING YOUR INIQUITIES. AND IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT THE POWER OF GOD MUST BE WITH HIM, EVEN UNTO HIS COMMANDING YOU THAT YE MUST OBEY. BUT BEHOLD, IT WAS NOT HE, BUT IT WAS THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WHICH WAS IN HIM, WHICH OPENED HIS MOUTH TO UTTERANCE THAT HE COULD NOT SHUT IT. AND NOW MY SON, LAMAN, AND ALSO LEMUEL AND SAM, AND ALSO MY SONS WHO ARE THE SONS OF ISHMAEL, BEHOLD, IF YE WILL HEARKEN UNTO THE VOICE OF NEPHI YE SHALL NOT PERISH. AND IF YE WILL HEARKEN UNTO HIM I LEAVE UNTO YOU A BLESSING, YEA, EVEN MY FIRST BLESSING. BUT IF YE WILL NOT HEARKEN UNTO HIM I TAKE AWAY MY FIRST BLESSING, YEA, EVEN MY BLESSING, AND IT SHALL REST UPON HIM. AND NOW, ZORAM, I SPEAK UNTO YOU: BEHOLD, THOU ART THE SERVANT OF LABAN; NEVERTHELESS, THOU HAST BEEN BROUGHT OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, AND I KNOW THAT THOU ART A TRUE FRIEND UNTO MY SON, NEPHI, FOREVER. WHEREFORE, BECAUSE THOU HAST BEEN FAITHFUL THY SEED SHALL BE BLESSED WITH HIS SEED, THAT THEY DWELL IN PROSPERITY LONG UPON THE FACE OF THIS LAND; AND NOTHING, SAVE IT SHALL BE INIQUITY AMONG THEM, SHALL HARM OR DISTURB THEIR PROSPERITY UPON THE FACE OF THIS LAND FOREVER. WHEREFORE, IF YE SHALL KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, THE LORD HATH CONSECRATED THIS LAND FOR THE SECURITY OF THY SEED WITH THE SEED OF MY SON. AND NOW, JACOB, I SPEAK UNTO YOU: THOU ART MY FIRSTBORN IN THE DAYS OF MY TRIBULATION IN THE WILDERNESS. AND BEHOLD, IN THY CHILDHOOD THOU HAST SUFFERED AFFLICTIONS AND MUCH SORROW, BECAUSE OF THE RUDENESS OF THY BRETHREN. NEVERTHELESS, JACOB, MY FIRSTBORN IN THE WILDERNESS, THOU KNOWEST THE GREATNESS OF GOD; AND HE SHALL CONSECRATE THINE AFFLICTIONS FOR THY GAIN. WHEREFORE, THY SOUL SHALL BE BLESSED, AND THOU SHALT DWELL SAFELY WITH THY BROTHER, NEPHI; AND THY DAYS SHALL BE SPENT IN THE SERVICE OF THY GOD. WHEREFORE, I KNOW THAT THOU ART REDEEMED, BECAUSE OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THY REDEEMER; FOR THOU HAST BEHELD THAT IN THE FULNESS OF TIME HE COMETH TO BRING SALVATION UNTO MEN. AND THOU HAST BEHELD IN THY YOUTH HIS GLORY; WHEREFORE, THOU ART BLESSED EVEN AS THEY UNTO WHOM HE SHALL MINISTER IN THE FLESH; FOR THE SPIRIT IS THE SAME, YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND FOREVER. AND THE WAY IS PREPARED FROM THE FALL OF MAN, AND SALVATION IS FREE. AND MEN ARE INSTRUCTED SUFFICIENTLY THAT THEY KNOW GOOD FROM EVIL. AND THE LAW IS GIVEN UNTO MEN. AND BY THE LAW NO FLESH IS JUSTIFIED; OR, BY THE LAW MEN ARE CUT OFF. YEA, BY THE TEMPORAL LAW THEY WERE CUT OFF; AND ALSO, BY THE SPIRITUAL LAW THEY PERISH FROM THAT WHICH IS GOOD, AND BECOME MISERABLE FOREVER. WHEREFORE, REDEMPTION COMETH IN AND THROUGH THE HOLY MESSIAH; FOR HE IS FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH. BEHOLD, HE OFFERETH HIMSELF A SACRIFICE FOR SIN, TO ANSWER THE ENDS OF THE LAW, UNTO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE A BROKEN HEART AND A CONTRITE SPIRIT; AND UNTO NONE ELSE CAN THE ENDS OF THE LAW BE ANSWERED. WHEREFORE, HOW GREAT THE IMPORTANCE TO MAKE THESE THINGS KNOWN UNTO THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH, THAT THEY MAY KNOW THAT THERE IS NO FLESH THAT CAN DWELL IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD, SAVE IT BE THROUGH THE MERITS, AND MERCY, AND GRACE OF THE HOLY MESSIAH, WHO LAYETH DOWN HIS LIFE ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, AND TAKETH IT AGAIN BY THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT, THAT HE MAY BRING TO PASS THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, BEING THE FIRST THAT SHOULD RISE. WHEREFORE, HE IS THE FIRSTFRUITS UNTO GOD, INASMUCH AS HE SHALL MAKE INTERCESSION FOR ALL THE CHILDREN OF MEN; AND THEY THAT BELIEVE IN HIM SHALL BE SAVED. AND BECAUSE OF THE INTERCESSION FOR ALL, ALL MEN COME UNTO GOD; WHEREFORE, THEY STAND IN THE PRESENCE OF HIM, TO BE JUDGED OF HIM ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH AND HOLINESS WHICH IS IN HIM. WHEREFORE, THE ENDS OF THE LAW WHICH THE HOLY ONE HATH GIVEN, UNTO THE INFLICTING OF THE PUNISHMENT WHICH IS AFFIXED, WHICH PUNISHMENT THAT IS AFFIXED IS IN OPPOSITION TO THAT OF THE HAPPINESS WHICH IS AFFIXED, TO ANSWER THE ENDS OF THE ATONEMENT—FOR IT MUST NEEDS BE, THAT THERE IS AN OPPOSITION IN ALL THINGS. IF NOT SO, MY FIRSTBORN IN THE WILDERNESS, RIGHTEOUSNESS COULD NOT BE BROUGHT TO PASS, NEITHER WICKEDNESS, NEITHER HOLINESS NOR MISERY, NEITHER GOOD NOR BAD. WHEREFORE, ALL THINGS MUST NEEDS BE A COMPOUND IN ONE; WHEREFORE, IF IT SHOULD BE ONE BODY IT MUST NEEDS REMAIN AS DEAD, HAVING NO LIFE NEITHER DEATH, NOR CORRUPTION NOR INCORRUPTION, HAPPINESS NOR MISERY, NEITHER SENSE NOR INSENSIBILITY. WHEREFORE, IT MUST NEEDS HAVE BEEN CREATED FOR A THING OF NAUGHT; WHEREFORE THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NO PURPOSE IN THE END OF ITS CREATION. WHEREFORE, THIS THING MUST NEEDS DESTROY THE WISDOM OF GOD AND HIS ETERNAL PURPOSES, AND ALSO THE POWER, AND THE MERCY, AND THE JUSTICE OF GOD. AND IF YE SHALL SAY THERE IS NO LAW, YE SHALL ALSO SAY THERE IS NO SIN. IF YE SHALL SAY THERE IS NO SIN, YE SHALL ALSO SAY THERE IS NO RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND IF THERE BE NO RIGHTEOUSNESS THERE BE NO HAPPINESS. AND IF THERE BE NO RIGHTEOUSNESS NOR HAPPINESS THERE BE NO PUNISHMENT NOR MISERY. AND IF THESE THINGS ARE NOT THERE IS NO GOD. AND IF THERE IS NO GOD WE ARE NOT, NEITHER THE EARTH; FOR THERE COULD HAVE BEEN NO CREATION OF THINGS, NEITHER TO ACT NOR TO BE ACTED UPON; WHEREFORE, ALL THINGS MUST HAVE VANISHED AWAY. AND NOW, MY SONS, I SPEAK UNTO YOU THESE THINGS FOR YOUR PROFIT AND LEARNING; FOR THERE IS A GOD, AND HE HATH CREATED ALL THINGS, BOTH THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, AND ALL THINGS THAT IN THEM ARE, BOTH THINGS TO ACT AND THINGS TO BE ACTED UPON. AND TO BRING ABOUT HIS ETERNAL PURPOSES IN THE END OF MAN, AFTER HE HAD CREATED OUR FIRST PARENTS, AND THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD AND THE FOWLS OF THE AIR, AND IN FINE, ALL THINGS WHICH ARE CREATED, IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT THERE WAS AN OPPOSITION; EVEN THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT IN OPPOSITION TO THE TREE OF LIFE; THE ONE BEING SWEET AND THE OTHER BITTER. WHEREFORE, THE LORD GOD GAVE UNTO MAN THAT HE SHOULD ACT FOR HIMSELF. WHEREFORE, MAN COULD NOT ACT FOR HIMSELF SAVE IT SHOULD BE THAT HE WAS ENTICED BY THE ONE OR THE OTHER. AND I, LEHI, ACCORDING TO THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE READ, MUST NEEDS SUPPOSE THAT AN ANGEL OF GOD, ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN, HAD FALLEN FROM HEAVEN; WHEREFORE, HE BECAME A DEVIL, HAVING SOUGHT THAT WHICH WAS EVIL BEFORE GOD. AND BECAUSE HE HAD FALLEN FROM HEAVEN, AND HAD BECOME MISERABLE FOREVER, HE SOUGHT ALSO THE MISERY OF ALL MANKIND. WHEREFORE, HE SAID UNTO EVE, YEA, EVEN THAT OLD SERPENT, WHO IS THE DEVIL, WHO IS THE FATHER [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] OF ALL LIES, WHEREFORE HE SAID: PARTAKE OF THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT, AND YE SHALL NOT DIE, BUT YE SHALL BE AS GOD, KNOWING GOOD AND EVIL. AND AFTER ADAM AND EVE HAD PARTAKEN OF THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT THEY WERE DRIVEN OUT OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN, TO TILL THE EARTH. AND THEY HAVE BROUGHT FORTH CHILDREN; YEA, EVEN THE FAMILY OF ALL THE EARTH. AND THE DAYS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN WERE PROLONGED, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD, THAT THEY MIGHT REPENT WHILE IN THE FLESH; WHEREFORE, THEIR STATE BECAME A STATE OF PROBATION, AND THEIR TIME WAS LENGTHENED, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS WHICH THE LORD GOD GAVE UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN. FOR HE GAVE COMMANDMENT THAT ALL MEN MUST REPENT; FOR HE SHOWED UNTO ALL MEN THAT THEY WERE LOST, BECAUSE OF THE TRANSGRESSION OF THEIR PARENTS. AND NOW, BEHOLD, IF ADAM HAD NOT TRANSGRESSED, HE WOULD NOT HAVE FALLEN, BUT HE WOULD HAVE REMAINED IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN. AND ALL THINGS WHICH WERE CREATED MUST HAVE REMAINED IN THE SAME STATE IN WHICH THEY WERE AFTER THEY WERE CREATED; AND THEY MUST HAVE REMAINED FOREVER, AND HAD NO END. AND THEY WOULD HAVE HAD NO CHILDREN; WHEREFORE THEY WOULD HAVE REMAINED IN A STATE OF INNOCENCE, HAVING NO JOY, FOR THEY KNEW NO MISERY; DOING NO GOOD, FOR THEY KNEW NO SIN. BUT BEHOLD, ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN DONE IN THE WISDOM OF HIM WHO KNOWETH ALL THINGS. ADAM FELL THAT MEN MIGHT BE; AND MEN ARE, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE JOY. AND THE MESSIAH COMETH IN THE FULNESS OF TIME, THAT HE MAY REDEEM THE CHILDREN OF MEN FROM THE FALL. AND BECAUSE THAT THEY ARE REDEEMED FROM THE FALL, THEY HAVE BECOME FREE FOREVER, KNOWING GOOD FROM EVIL; TO ACT FOR THEMSELVES AND NOT TO BE ACTED UPON, SAVE IT BE BY THE PUNISHMENT OF THE LAW AT THE GREAT AND LAST DAY, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS WHICH GOD HATH GIVEN. WHEREFORE, MEN ARE FREE ACCORDING TO THE FLESH; AND ALL THINGS ARE GIVEN THEM WHICH ARE EXPEDIENT UNTO MAN. AND THEY ARE FREE TO CHOOSE LIBERTY AND ETERNAL LIFE, THROUGH THE GREAT MEDIATOR OF ALL MEN, OR TO CHOOSE CAPTIVITY AND DEATH, ACCORDING TO THE CAPTIVITY AND POWER OF THE DEVIL; FOR HE SEEKETH THAT ALL MEN MIGHT BE MISERABLE LIKE UNTO HIMSELF. AND NOW, MY SONS, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD LOOK TO THE GREAT MEDIATOR, AND HEARKEN UNTO HIS GREAT COMMANDMENTS; AND BE FAITHFUL UNTO HIS WORDS, AND CHOOSE ETERNAL LIFE, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF HIS HOLY SPIRIT; AND NOT CHOOSE ETERNAL DEATH, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE FLESH AND THE EVIL WHICH IS THEREIN, WHICH GIVETH THE SPIRIT OF THE DEVIL POWER TO CAPTIVATE, TO BRING YOU DOWN TO HELL, THAT HE MAY REIGN OVER YOU IN HIS OWN KINGDOM. I HAVE SPOKEN THESE FEW WORDS UNTO YOU ALL, MY SONS, IN THE LAST DAYS OF MY PROBATION; AND I HAVE CHOSEN THE GOOD PART, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET. AND I HAVE NONE OTHER OBJECT SAVE IT BE THE EVERLASTING WELFARE OF YOUR SOULS. AMEN.
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AND NOW I SPEAK UNTO YOU, JOSEPH, MY LAST-BORN. THOU WAST BORN IN THE WILDERNESS OF MINE AFFLICTIONS; YEA, IN THE DAYS OF MY GREATEST SORROW DID THY MOTHER BEAR THEE. AND MAY THE LORD CONSECRATE ALSO UNTO THEE THIS LAND, WHICH IS A MOST PRECIOUS LAND, FOR THINE INHERITANCE AND THE INHERITANCE OF THY SEED WITH THY BRETHREN, FOR THY SECURITY FOREVER, IF IT SO BE THAT YE SHALL KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL. AND NOW, JOSEPH, MY LAST-BORN, WHOM I HAVE BROUGHT OUT OF THE WILDERNESS OF MINE AFFLICTIONS, MAY THE LORD BLESS THEE FOREVER, FOR THY SEED SHALL NOT UTTERLY BE DESTROYED. FOR BEHOLD, THOU ART THE FRUIT OF MY LOINS; AND I AM A DESCENDANT OF JOSEPH WHO WAS CARRIED CAPTIVE INTO EGYPT. AND GREAT WERE THE COVENANTS OF THE LORD WHICH HE MADE UNTO JOSEPH. WHEREFORE, JOSEPH TRULY SAW OUR DAY. AND HE OBTAINED A PROMISE OF THE LORD, THAT OUT OF THE FRUIT OF HIS LOINS THE LORD GOD WOULD RAISE UP A RIGHTEOUS BRANCH UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; NOT THE MESSIAH, BUT A BRANCH WHICH WAS TO BE BROKEN OFF, NEVERTHELESS, TO BE REMEMBERED IN THE COVENANTS OF THE LORD THAT THE MESSIAH SHOULD BE MADE MANIFEST UNTO THEM IN THE LATTER DAYS, IN THE SPIRIT OF POWER, UNTO THE BRINGING OF THEM OUT OF DARKNESS UNTO LIGHT—YEA, OUT OF HIDDEN DARKNESS AND OUT OF CAPTIVITY UNTO FREEDOM. FOR JOSEPH TRULY TESTIFIED, SAYING: A SEER SHALL THE LORD MY GOD RAISE UP, WHO SHALL BE A CHOICE SEER UNTO THE FRUIT OF MY LOINS. YEA, JOSEPH TRULY SAID: THUS, SAITH THE LORD UNTO ME: A CHOICE SEER WILL I RAISE UP OUT OF THE FRUIT OF THY LOINS; AND HE SHALL BE ESTEEMED HIGHLY AMONG THE FRUIT OF THY LOINS. AND UNTO HIM WILL I GIVE COMMANDMENT THAT HE SHALL DO A WORK FOR THE FRUIT OF THY LOINS, HIS BRETHREN, WHICH SHALL BE OF GREAT WORTH UNTO THEM, EVEN TO THE BRINGING OF THEM TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE COVENANTS WHICH I HAVE MADE WITH THY FATHERS. AND I WILL GIVE UNTO HIM A COMMANDMENT THAT HE SHALL DO NONE OTHER WORK, SAVE THE WORK WHICH I SHALL COMMAND HIM. AND I WILL MAKE HIM GREAT IN MINE EYES; FOR HE SHALL DO MY WORK. AND HE SHALL BE GREAT LIKE UNTO MOSES, WHOM I HAVE SAID I WOULD RAISE UP UNTO YOU, TO DELIVER MY PEOPLE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND MOSES WILL I RAISE UP, TO DELIVER THY PEOPLE OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT. BUT A SEER WILL I RAISE UP OUT OF THE FRUIT OF THY LOINS; AND UNTO HIM WILL I GIVE POWER TO BRING FORTH MY WORD UNTO THE SEED OF THY LOINS—AND NOT TO THE BRINGING FORTH MY WORD ONLY, SAITH THE LORD, BUT TO THE CONVINCING THEM OF MY WORD, WHICH SHALL HAVE ALREADY GONE FORTH AMONG THEM. WHEREFORE, THE FRUIT OF THY LOINS SHALL WRITE; AND THE FRUIT OF THE LOINS OF JUDAH SHALL WRITE; AND THAT WHICH SHALL BE WRITTEN BY THE FRUIT OF THY LOINS, AND ALSO THAT WHICH SHALL BE WRITTEN BY THE FRUIT OF THE LOINS OF JUDAH, SHALL GROW TOGETHER, UNTO THE CONFOUNDING OF FALSE DOCTRINES AND LAYING DOWN OF CONTENTIONS, AND ESTABLISHING PEACE AMONG THE FRUIT OF THY LOINS, AND BRINGING THEM TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR FATHERS IN THE LATTER DAYS, AND ALSO TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF MY COVENANTS, SAITH THE LORD. AND OUT OF WEAKNESS HE SHALL BE MADE STRONG, IN THAT DAY WHEN MY WORK SHALL COMMENCE AMONG ALL MY PEOPLE, UNTO THE RESTORING THEE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL, SAITH THE LORD. AND THUS, PROPHESIED JOSEPH, SAYING: BEHOLD, THAT SEER WILL THE LORD BLESS; AND THEY THAT SEEK TO DESTROY HIM SHALL BE CONFOUNDED; FOR THIS PROMISE, WHICH I HAVE OBTAINED OF THE LORD, OF THE FRUIT OF MY LOINS, SHALL BE FULFILLED. BEHOLD, I AM SURE OF THE FULFILLING OF THIS PROMISE; AND HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED AFTER ME; AND IT SHALL BE AFTER THE NAME OF HIS FATHER. AND HE SHALL BE LIKE UNTO ME; FOR THE THING, WHICH THE LORD SHALL BRING FORTH BY HIS HAND, BY THE POWER OF THE LORD SHALL BRING MY PEOPLE UNTO SALVATION. YEA, THUS PROPHESIED JOSEPH: I AM SURE OF THIS THING, EVEN AS I AM SURE OF THE PROMISE OF MOSES; FOR THE LORD HATH SAID UNTO ME, I WILL PRESERVE THY SEED FOREVER. AND THE LORD HATH SAID: I WILL RAISE UP A MOSES; AND I WILL GIVE POWER UNTO HIM IN A ROD; AND I WILL GIVE JUDGMENT UNTO HIM IN WRITING. YET I WILL NOT LOOSE HIS TONGUE, THAT HE SHALL SPEAK MUCH, FOR I WILL NOT MAKE HIM MIGHTY IN SPEAKING. BUT I WILL WRITE UNTO HIM MY LAW, BY THE FINGER OF MINE OWN HAND; AND I WILL MAKE A SPOKESMAN FOR HIM. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO ME ALSO: I WILL RAISE UP UNTO THE FRUIT OF THY LOINS; AND I WILL MAKE FOR HIM A SPOKESMAN. AND I, BEHOLD, I WILL GIVE UNTO HIM THAT HE SHALL WRITE THE WRITING OF THE FRUIT OF THY LOINS, UNTO THE FRUIT OF THY LOINS; AND THE SPOKESMAN OF THY LOINS SHALL DECLARE IT. AND THE WORDS WHICH HE SHALL WRITE SHALL BE THE WORDS WHICH ARE EXPEDIENT IN MY WISDOM SHOULD GO FORTH UNTO THE FRUIT OF THY LOINS. AND IT SHALL BE AS IF THE FRUIT OF THY LOINS HAD CRIED UNTO THEM FROM THE DUST; FOR I KNOW THEIR FAITH. AND THEY SHALL CRY FROM THE DUST; YEA, EVEN REPENTANCE UNTO THEIR BRETHREN, EVEN AFTER MANY GENERATIONS HAVE GONE BY THEM. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT THEIR CRY SHALL GO, EVEN ACCORDING TO THE SIMPLENESS OF THEIR WORDS. BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH THEIR WORDS SHALL PROCEED FORTH OUT OF MY MOUTH UNTO THEIR BRETHREN WHO ARE THE FRUIT OF THY LOINS; AND THE WEAKNESS OF THEIR WORDS WILL I MAKE STRONG IN THEIR FAITH, UNTO THE REMEMBERING OF MY COVENANT WHICH I MADE UNTO THY FATHERS. AND NOW, BEHOLD, MY SON JOSEPH, AFTER THIS MANNER DID MY FATHER OF OLD PROPHESY. WHEREFORE, BECAUSE OF THIS COVENANT THOU ART BLESSED; FOR THY SEED SHALL NOT BE DESTROYED, FOR THEY SHALL HEARKEN UNTO THE WORDS OF THE BOOK. AND THERE SHALL RISE UP ONE MIGHTY AMONG THEM, WHO SHALL DO MUCH GOOD, BOTH IN WORD AND IN DEED, BEING AN INSTRUMENT IN THE HANDS OF GOD, WITH EXCEEDING FAITH, TO WORK MIGHTY WONDERS, AND DO THAT THING WHICH IS GREAT IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, UNTO THE BRINGING TO PASS MUCH RESTORATION UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND UNTO THE SEED OF THY BRETHREN. AND NOW, BLESSED ART THOU, JOSEPH. BEHOLD, THOU ART LITTLE; WHEREFORE HEARKEN UNTO THE WORDS OF THY BROTHER, NEPHI, AND IT SHALL BE DONE UNTO THEE EVEN ACCORDING TO THE WORDS WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN. REMEMBER THE WORDS OF THY DYING FATHER. AMEN.
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AND NOW, I, NEPHI, SPEAK CONCERNING THE PROPHECIES OF WHICH MY FATHER HATH SPOKEN, CONCERNING JOSEPH, WHO WAS CARRIED INTO EGYPT. FOR BEHOLD, HE TRULY PROPHESIED CONCERNING ALL HIS SEED. AND THE PROPHECIES WHICH HE WROTE, THERE ARE NOT MANY GREATER. AND HE PROPHESIED CONCERNING US, AND OUR FUTURE GENERATIONS; AND THEY ARE WRITTEN UPON THE PLATES OF BRASS. WHEREFORE, AFTER MY FATHER HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING CONCERNING THE PROPHECIES OF JOSEPH, HE CALLED THE CHILDREN OF LAMAN, HIS SONS, AND HIS DAUGHTERS, AND SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, MY SONS, AND MY DAUGHTERS, WHO ARE THE SONS AND THE DAUGHTERS OF MY FIRSTBORN, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD GIVE EAR UNTO MY WORDS. FOR THE LORD GOD HATH SAID THAT: INASMUCH AS YE SHALL KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS YE SHALL PROSPER IN THE LAND; AND INASMUCH AS YE WILL NOT KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS YE SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM MY PRESENCE. BUT BEHOLD, MY SONS AND MY DAUGHTERS, I CANNOT GO DOWN TO MY GRAVE SAVE I SHOULD LEAVE A BLESSING UPON YOU; FOR BEHOLD, I KNOW THAT IF YE ARE BROUGHT UP IN THE WAY YE SHOULD GO YE WILL NOT DEPART FROM IT. WHEREFORE, IF YE ARE CURSED, BEHOLD, I LEAVE MY BLESSING UPON YOU, THAT THE CURSING MAY BE TAKEN FROM YOU AND BE ANSWERED UPON THE HEADS OF YOUR PARENTS. WHEREFORE, BECAUSE OF MY BLESSING THE LORD GOD WILL NOT SUFFER THAT YE SHALL PERISH; WHEREFORE, HE WILL BE MERCIFUL UNTO YOU AND UNTO YOUR SEED FOREVER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER MY FATHER HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING TO THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF LAMAN, HE CAUSED THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF LEMUEL TO BE BROUGHT BEFORE HIM. AND HE SPAKE UNTO THEM, SAYING: BEHOLD, MY SONS AND MY DAUGHTERS, WHO ARE THE SONS AND THE DAUGHTERS OF MY SECOND SON; BEHOLD I LEAVE UNTO YOU THE SAME BLESSING WHICH I LEFT UNTO THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF LAMAN; WHEREFORE, THOU SHALT NOT UTTERLY BE DESTROYED; BUT IN THE END THY SEED SHALL BE BLESSED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN MY FATHER HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING UNTO THEM, BEHOLD, HE SPAKE UNTO THE SONS OF ISHMAEL, YEA, AND EVEN ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD. AND AFTER HE HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING UNTO THEM, HE SPAKE UNTO SAM, SAYING: BLESSED ART THOU, AND THY SEED; FOR THOU SHALT INHERIT THE LAND LIKE UNTO THY BROTHER NEPHI. AND THY SEED SHALL BE NUMBERED WITH HIS SEED; AND THOU SHALT BE EVEN LIKE UNTO THY BROTHER, AND THY SEED LIKE UNTO HIS SEED; AND THOU SHALT BE BLESSED IN ALL THY DAYS. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER MY FATHER, LEHI, HAD SPOKEN UNTO ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD, ACCORDING TO THE FEELINGS OF HIS HEART AND THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WHICH WAS IN HIM, HE WAXED OLD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DIED, AND WAS BURIED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NOT MANY DAYS AFTER HIS DEATH, LAMAN AND LEMUEL AND THE SONS OF ISHMAEL WERE ANGRY WITH ME BECAUSE OF THE ADMONITIONS OF THE LORD. FOR I, NEPHI, WAS CONSTRAINED TO SPEAK UNTO THEM, ACCORDING TO HIS WORD; FOR I HAD SPOKEN MANY THINGS UNTO THEM, AND ALSO MY FATHER, BEFORE HIS DEATH; MANY OF WHICH SAYINGS ARE WRITTEN UPON MINE OTHER PLATES; FOR A MORE HISTORY PART, ARE WRITTEN UPON MINE OTHER PLATES. AND UPON THESE I WRITE THE THINGS OF MY SOUL, AND MANY OF THE SCRIPTURES WHICH ARE ENGRAVEN UPON THE PLATES OF BRASS. FOR MY SOUL DELIGHTETH IN THE SCRIPTURES, AND MY HEART PONDERETH THEM, AND WRITETH THEM FOR THE LEARNING AND THE PROFIT OF MY CHILDREN. BEHOLD, MY SOUL DELIGHTETH IN THE THINGS OF THE LORD; AND MY HEART PONDERETH CONTINUALLY UPON THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE SEEN AND HEARD. NEVERTHELESS, NOTWITHSTANDING THE GREAT GOODNESS OF THE LORD, IN SHOWING ME HIS GREAT AND MARVELOUS WORKS, MY HEART EXCLAIMETH: O WRETCHED MAN THAT I AM! YEA, MY HEART SORROWETH BECAUSE OF MY FLESH; MY SOUL GRIEVETH BECAUSE OF MINE INIQUITIES. I AM ENCOMPASSED ABOUT, BECAUSE OF THE TEMPTATIONS AND THE SINS WHICH DO SO EASILY BESET ME. AND WHEN I DESIRE TO REJOICE, MY HEART GROANETH BECAUSE OF MY SINS; NEVERTHELESS, I KNOW IN WHOM I HAVE TRUSTED. MY GOD HATH BEEN MY SUPPORT; HE HATH LED ME THROUGH MINE AFFLICTIONS IN THE WILDERNESS; AND HE HATH PRESERVED ME UPON THE WATERS OF THE GREAT DEEP. HE HATH FILLED ME WITH HIS LOVE, EVEN UNTO THE CONSUMING OF MY FLESH. HE HATH CONFOUNDED MINE ENEMIES, UNTO THE CAUSING OF THEM TO QUAKE BEFORE ME. BEHOLD, HE HATH HEARD MY CRY BY DAY, AND HE HATH GIVEN ME KNOWLEDGE BY VISIONS IN THE NIGHT-TIME. AND BY DAY HAVE I WAXED BOLD IN MIGHTY PRAYER BEFORE HIM; YEA, MY VOICE HAVE I SENT UP ON HIGH; AND ANGELS CAME DOWN AND MINISTERED UNTO ME. AND UPON THE WINGS OF HIS SPIRIT HATH MY BODY BEEN CARRIED AWAY UPON EXCEEDINGLY HIGH MOUNTAINS. AND MINE EYES HAVE BEHELD GREAT THINGS, YEA, EVEN TOO GREAT FOR MAN; THEREFORE, I WAS BIDDEN THAT I SHOULD NOT WRITE THEM. O THEN, IF I HAVE SEEN SO GREAT THINGS, IF THE LORD IN HIS CONDESCEND SION UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN HATH VISITED MEN IN SO MUCH MERCY, WHY SHOULD MY HEART WEEP AND MY SOUL LINGER IN THE VALLEY OF SORROW, AND MY FLESH WASTE AWAY, AND MY STRENGTH SLACKEN, BECAUSE OF MINE AFFLICTIONS? AND WHY SHOULD I YIELD TO SIN, BECAUSE OF MY FLESH? YEA, WHY SHOULD I GIVE WAY TO TEMPTATIONS, THAT THE EVIL ONE, HAVE PLACE IN MY HEART TO DESTROY MY PEACE AND AFFLICT MY SOUL? WHY AM I ANGRY BECAUSE OF MINE ENEMY? AWAKE, MY SOUL! NO LONGER DROOP IN SIN. REJOICE, O MY HEART, AND GIVE PLACE NO MORE FOR THE ENEMY OF MY SOUL. DO NOT ANGER AGAIN BECAUSE OF MINE ENEMIES. DO NOT SLACKEN MY STRENGTH BECAUSE OF MINE AFFLICTIONS. REJOICE, O MY HEART, AND CRY UNTO THE LORD, AND SAY: O LORD, I WILL PRAISE THEE FOREVER; YEA, MY SOUL WILL REJOICE IN THEE, MY GOD, AND THE ROCK OF MY SALVATION. O LORD, WILT THOU REDEEM MY SOUL? WILT THOU DELIVER ME OUT OF THE HANDS OF MINE ENEMIES? WILT THOU MAKE ME THAT I MAY SHAKE AT THE APPEARANCE OF SIN? MAY THE GATES OF HELL BE SHUT CONTINUALLY BEFORE ME, BECAUSE THAT MY HEART IS BROKEN AND MY SPIRIT IS CONTRITE! O LORD, WILT THOU NOT SHUT THE GATES OF THY RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE ME, THAT I MAY WALK IN THE PATH OF THE LOW VALLEY, THAT I MAY BE STRICT IN THE PLAIN ROAD! O LORD, WILT THOU ENCIRCLE ME AROUND IN THE ROBE OF THY RIGHTEOUSNESS! O LORD, WILT THOU MAKE A WAY FOR MINE ESCAPE BEFORE MINE ENEMIES! WILT THOU MAKE MY PATH STRAIGHT BEFORE ME! WILT THOU NOT PLACE A STUMBLING BLOCK IN MY WAY—BUT THAT THOU WOULDST CLEAR MY WAY BEFORE ME, AND HEDGE NOT UP MY WAY, BUT THE WAYS OF MINE ENEMY. O LORD, I HAVE TRUSTED IN THEE, AND I WILL TRUST IN THEE FOREVER. I WILL NOT PUT MY TRUST IN THE ARM OF FLESH; FOR I KNOW THAT CURSED IS HE THAT PUTTETH HIS TRUST IN THE ARM OF FLESH. YEA, CURSED IS HE THAT PUTTETH HIS TRUST IN MAN OR MAKETH FLESH HIS ARM. YEA, I KNOW THAT GOD WILL GIVE LIBERALLY TO HIM THAT ASKETH. YEA, MY GOD WILL GIVE ME, IF I ASK NOT AMISS; THEREFORE, I WILL LIFT UP MY VOICE UNTO THEE; YEA, I WILL CRY UNTO THEE, MY GOD, THE ROCK OF MY RIGHTEOUSNESS. BEHOLD, MY VOICE SHALL FOREVER ASCEND UP UNTO THEE, MY ROCK AND MINE EVERLASTING GOD. AMEN.
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BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, DID CRY MUCH UNTO THE LORD MY GOD, BECAUSE OF THE ANGER OF MY BRETHREN. BUT BEHOLD, THEIR ANGER DID INCREASE AGAINST ME, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID SEEK TO TAKE AWAY MY LIFE. YEA, THEY DID MURMUR AGAINST ME, SAYING: OUR YOUNGER BROTHER THINKS TO RULE OVER US; AND WE HAVE HAD MUCH TRIAL BECAUSE OF HIM; WHEREFORE, NOW LET US SLAY HIM, THAT WE MAY NOT BE AFFLICTED MORE BECAUSE OF HIS WORDS. FOR BEHOLD, WE WILL NOT HAVE HIM TO BE OUR RULER; FOR IT BELONGS UNTO US, WHO ARE THE ELDER BRETHREN, TO RULE OVER THIS PEOPLE. NOW I DO NOT WRITE UPON THESE PLATES ALL THE WORDS WHICH THEY MURMURED AGAINST ME. BUT IT SUFFICETH ME TO SAY, THAT THEY DID SEEK TO TAKE AWAY MY LIFE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD DID WARN ME, THAT I, NEPHI, SHOULD DEPART FROM THEM AND FLEE INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND ALL THOSE WHO WOULD GO WITH ME. WHEREFORE, IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, DID TAKE MY FAMILY, AND ALSO ZORAM AND HIS FAMILY, AND SAM, MINE ELDER BROTHER AND HIS FAMILY, AND JACOB AND JOSEPH, MY YOUNGER BRETHREN, AND ALSO MY SISTERS, AND ALL THOSE WHO WOULD GO WITH ME. AND ALL THOSE WHO WOULD GO WITH ME WERE THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN THE WARNINGS AND THE REVELATIONS OF GOD; WHEREFORE, THEY DID HEARKEN UNTO MY WORDS. AND WE DID TAKE OUR TENTS AND WHATSOEVER THINGS WERE POSSIBLE FOR US, AND DID JOURNEY IN THE WILDERNESS FOR THE SPACE OF MANY DAYS. AND AFTER WE HAD JOURNEYED FOR THE SPACE OF MANY DAYS, WE DID PITCH OUR TENTS. AND MY PEOPLE WOULD THAT WE SHOULD CALL THE NAME OF THE PLACE NEPHI; WHEREFORE, WE DID CALL IT NEPHI. AND ALL THOSE WHO WERE WITH ME DID TAKE UPON THEM TO CALL THEMSELVES THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND WE DID OBSERVE TO KEEP THE JUDGMENTS, AND THE STATUTES, AND THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD IN ALL THINGS, ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MOSES. AND THE LORD WAS WITH US; AND WE DID PROSPER EXCEEDINGLY; FOR WE DID SOW SEED, AND WE DID REAP AGAIN IN ABUNDANCE. AND WE BEGAN TO RAISE FLOCKS, AND HERDS, AND ANIMALS OF EVERY KIND. AND I, NEPHI, HAD ALSO BROUGHT THE RECORDS WHICH WERE ENGRAVEN UPON THE PLATES OF BRASS; AND ALSO, THE BALL, OR COMPASS, WHICH WAS PREPARED FOR MY FATHER BY THE HAND OF THE LORD, ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE BEGAN TO PROSPER EXCEEDINGLY, AND TO MULTIPLY IN THE LAND. AND I, NEPHI, DID TAKE THE SWORD OF LABAN, AND AFTER THE MANNER OF IT DID MAKE MANY SWORDS, LEST BY ANY MEANS THE PEOPLE WHO WERE NOW CALLED LAMANITES SHOULD COME UPON US AND DESTROY US; FOR I KNEW THEIR HATRED TOWARDS ME AND MY CHILDREN AND THOSE WHO WERE CALLED MY PEOPLE. AND I DID TEACH MY PEOPLE TO BUILD BUILDINGS, AND TO WORK IN ALL MANNER OF WOOD, AND OF IRON, AND OF COPPER, AND OF BRASS, AND OF STEEL, AND OF GOLD, AND OF SILVER, AND OF PRECIOUS ORES, WHICH WERE IN GREAT ABUNDANCE. AND I, NEPHI, DID BUILD A TEMPLE; AND I DID CONSTRUCT IT AFTER THE MANNER OF THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON SAVE IT WERE NOT BUILT OF SO MANY PRECIOUS THINGS; FOR THEY WERE NOT TO BE FOUND UPON THE LAND, WHEREFORE, IT COULD NOT BE BUILT LIKE UNTO SOLOMON’S TEMPLE. BUT THE MANNER OF THE CONSTRUCTION WAS LIKE UNTO THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON; AND THE WORKMANSHIP THEREOF WAS EXCEEDINGLY FINE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, DID CAUSE MY PEOPLE TO BE INDUSTRIOUS, AND TO LABOR WITH THEIR HANDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WOULD THAT I SHOULD BE THEIR KING. BUT I, NEPHI, WAS DESIROUS THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE NO KING; NEVERTHELESS, I DID FOR THEM ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH WAS IN MY POWER. AND BEHOLD, THE WORDS OF THE LORD HAD BEEN FULFILLED UNTO MY BRETHREN, WHICH HE SPAKE CONCERNING THEM, THAT I SHOULD BE THEIR RULER AND THEIR TEACHER. WHEREFORE, I HAD BEEN THEIR RULER AND THEIR TEACHER, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, UNTIL THE TIME THEY SOUGHT TO TAKE AWAY MY LIFE. WHEREFORE, THE WORD OF THE LORD WAS FULFILLED WHICH HE SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING THAT: INASMUCH AS THEY WILL NOT HEARKEN UNTO THY WORDS THEY SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. AND BEHOLD, THEY WERE CUT OFF FROM HIS PRESENCE. AND HE HAD CAUSED THE CURSING TO COME UPON THEM, YEA, EVEN A SORE CURSING, BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITY. FOR BEHOLD, THEY HAD HARDENED THEIR HEARTS AGAINST HIM, THAT THEY HAD BECOME LIKE UNTO A FLINT; WHEREFORE, AS THEY WERE WHITE, AND EXCEEDINGLY FAIR AND DELIGHTSOME, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE ENTICING UNTO MY PEOPLE THE LORD GOD DID CAUSE A SKIN OF BLACKNESS TO COME UPON THEM. AND THUS, SAITH THE LORD GOD: I WILL CAUSE THAT THEY SHALL BE LOATHSOME UNTO THY PEOPLE, SAVE THEY SHALL REPENT OF THEIR INIQUITIES. AND CURSED SHALL BE THE SEED OF HIM THAT MIXETH WITH THEIR SEED; FOR THEY SHALL BE CURSED EVEN WITH THE SAME CURSING. AND THE LORD SPAKE IT, AND IT WAS DONE. AND BECAUSE OF THEIR CURSING WHICH WAS UPON THEM THEY DID BECOME AN IDLE PEOPLE, FULL OF MISCHIEF AND SUBTLETY, AND DID SEEK IN THE WILDERNESS FOR BEASTS OF PREY. AND THE LORD GOD SAID UNTO ME: THEY SHALL BE A SCOURGE UNTO THY SEED, TO STIR THEM UP IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME; AND INASMUCH AS THEY WILL NOT REMEMBER ME, AND HEARKEN UNTO MY WORDS, THEY SHALL SCOURGE THEM EVEN UNTO DESTRUCTION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, NEPHI, DID CONSECRATE JACOB AND JOSEPH, THAT THEY SHOULD BE PRIESTS AND TEACHERS OVER THE LAND OF MY PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE LIVED AFTER THE MANNER OF HAPPINESS. AND THIRTY YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY FROM THE TIME WE LEFT JERUSALEM. AND I, NEPHI, HAD KEPT THE RECORDS UPON MY PLATES, WHICH I HAD MADE, OF MY PEOPLE THUS FAR. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD GOD SAID UNTO ME: MAKE OTHER PLATES; AND THOU SHALT ENGRAVEN MANY THINGS UPON THEM WHICH ARE GOOD IN MY SIGHT, FOR THE PROFIT OF THY PEOPLE. WHEREFORE, I, NEPHI, TO BE OBEDIENT TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, WENT AND MADE THESE PLATES UPON WHICH I HAVE ENGRAVEN THESE THINGS. AND I ENGRAVED THAT WHICH IS PLEASING UNTO GOD. AND IF MY PEOPLE ARE PLEASED WITH THE THINGS OF GOD, THEY WILL BE PLEASED WITH MINE ENGRAVINGS WHICH ARE UPON THESE PLATES. AND IF MY PEOPLE DESIRE TO KNOW THE MORE PARTICULAR PART OF THE HISTORY OF MY PEOPLE, THEY MUST SEARCH MINE OTHER PLATES. AND IT SUFFICETH ME TO SAY THAT FORTY YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY, AND WE HAD ALREADY HAD WARS AND CONTENTIONS WITH OUR BRETHREN.
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THE WORDS OF JACOB, THE BROTHER OF NEPHI, WHICH HE SPAKE UNTO THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI: BEHOLD, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I, JACOB, HAVING BEEN CALLED OF GOD, AND ORDAINED AFTER THE MANNER OF HIS HOLY ORDER, AND HAVING BEEN CONSECRATED BY MY BROTHER NEPHI, UNTO WHOM YE LOOK AS A KING OR A PROTECTOR, AND ON WHOM YE DEPEND FOR SAFETY, BEHOLD YE KNOW THAT I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU EXCEEDINGLY MANY THINGS. NEVERTHELESS, I SPEAK UNTO YOU AGAIN; FOR I AM DESIROUS FOR THE WELFARE OF YOUR SOULS. YEA, MINE ANXIETY IS GREAT FOR YOU; AND YE YOURSELVES KNOW THAT IT EVER HAS BEEN. FOR I HAVE EXHORTED YOU WITH ALL DILIGENCE; AND I HAVE TAUGHT YOU THE WORDS OF MY FATHER; AND I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU CONCERNING ALL THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN, FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. AND NOW, BEHOLD, I WOULD SPEAK UNTO YOU CONCERNING THINGS WHICH ARE, AND WHICH ARE TO COME; WHEREFORE, I WILL READ YOU THE WORDS OF ISAIAH. AND THEY ARE THE WORDS WHICH MY BROTHER HAS DESIRED THAT I SHOULD SPEAK UNTO YOU. AND I SPEAK UNTO YOU FOR YOUR SAKES, THAT YE MAY LEARN AND GLORIFY THE NAME OF YOUR GOD. AND NOW, THE WORDS WHICH I SHALL READ ARE THEY WHICH ISAIAH SPAKE CONCERNING ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; WHEREFORE, THEY MAY BE LIKENED UNTO YOU, FOR YE ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND THERE ARE MANY THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN BY ISAIAH WHICH MAY BE LIKENED UNTO YOU, BECAUSE YE ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND NOW, THESE ARE THE WORDS: THUS, SAITH THE LORD GOD: BEHOLD, I WILL LIFT UP MINE HAND TO THE GENTILES, AND SET UP MY STANDARD TO THE PEOPLE; AND THEY SHALL BRING THY SONS IN THEIR ARMS, AND THY DAUGHTERS SHALL BE CARRIED UPON THEIR SHOULDERS. AND KINGS SHALL BE THY NURSING FATHERS, AND THEIR QUEENS THY NURSING MOTHERS; THEY SHALL BOW DOWN TO THEE WITH THEIR FACES TOWARDS THE EARTH, AND LICK UP THE DUST OF THY FEET; AND THOU SHALT KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD; FOR THEY SHALL NOT BE ASHAMED THAT WAIT FOR ME. AND NOW I, JACOB, WOULD SPEAK SOMEWHAT CONCERNING THESE WORDS. FOR BEHOLD, THE LORD HAS SHOWN ME THAT THOSE WHO WERE AT JERUSALEM, FROM WHENCE WE CAME, HAVE BEEN SLAIN AND CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE. NEVERTHELESS, THE LORD HAS SHOWN UNTO ME THAT THEY SHOULD RETURN AGAIN. AND HE ALSO HAS SHOWN UNTO ME THAT THE LORD GOD, THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, SHOULD MANIFEST HIMSELF UNTO THEM IN THE FLESH; AND AFTER HE SHOULD MANIFEST HIMSELF, THEY SHOULD SCOURGE HIM AND CRUCIFY HIM, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE ANGEL WHO SPAKE IT UNTO ME. AND AFTER THEY HAVE HARDENED THEIR HEARTS AND STIFFENED THEIR NECKS AGAINST THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, BEHOLD, THE JUDGMENTS OF THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL SHALL COME UPON THEM. AND THE DAY COMETH THAT THEY SHALL BE SMITTEN AND AFFLICTED. WHEREFORE, AFTER THEY ARE DRIVEN TO AND FRO, FOR THUS SAITH THE ANGEL, MANY SHALL BE AFFLICTED IN THE FLESH, AND SHALL NOT BE SUFFERED TO PERISH, BECAUSE OF THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL; THEY SHALL BE SCATTERED, AND SMITTEN, AND HATED; NEVERTHELESS, THE LORD WILL BE MERCIFUL UNTO THEM, THAT WHEN THEY SHALL COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR REDEEMER, THEY SHALL BE GATHERED TOGETHER AGAIN TO THE LANDS OF THEIR INHERITANCE. AND BLESSED ARE THE GENTILES, THEY OF WHOM THE PROPHET HAS WRITTEN; FOR BEHOLD, IF IT SO BE THAT THEY SHALL REPENT AND FIGHT NOT AGAINST ZION, AND DO NOT UNITE THEMSELVES TO THAT GREAT AND ABOMINABLE CHURCH, THEY SHALL BE SAVED; FOR THE LORD GOD WILL FULFIL HIS COVENANTS WHICH HE HAS MADE UNTO HIS CHILDREN; AND FOR THIS CAUSE THE PROPHET HAS WRITTEN THESE THINGS. WHEREFORE, THEY THAT FIGHT AGAINST ZION AND THE COVENANT PEOPLE OF THE LORD SHALL LICK UP THE DUST OF THEIR FEET; AND THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD SHALL NOT BE ASHAMED. FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD ARE THEY WHO WAIT FOR HIM; FOR THEY STILL WAIT FOR THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH. AND BEHOLD, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET, THE MESSIAH WILL SET HIMSELF AGAIN THE SECOND TIME TO RECOVER THEM; WHEREFORE, HE WILL MANIFEST HIMSELF UNTO THEM IN POWER AND GREAT GLORY, UNTO THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR ENEMIES, WHEN THAT DAY COMETH WHEN THEY SHALL BELIEVE IN HIM; AND NONE WILL HE DESTROY THAT BELIEVE IN HIM. AND THEY THAT BELIEVE NOT IN HIM SHALL BE DESTROYED, BOTH BY FIRE, AND BY TEMPEST, AND BY EARTHQUAKES, AND BY BLOODSHEDS, AND BY PESTILENCE, AND BY FAMINE. AND THEY SHALL KNOW THAT THE LORD IS GOD, THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL. FOR SHALL THE PREY BE TAKEN FROM THE MIGHTY, OR THE LAWFUL CAPTIVE DELIVERED? BUT THUS, SAITH THE LORD: EVEN THE CAPTIVES OF THE MIGHTY SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY, AND THE PREY OF THE TERRIBLE SHALL BE DELIVERED; FOR THE MIGHTY GOD SHALL DELIVER HIS COVENANT PEOPLE. FOR THUS SAITH THE LORD: I WILL CONTEND WITH THEM THAT CONTENDETH WITH THEE—AND I WILL FEED THEM THAT OPPRESS THEE, WITH THEIR OWN FLESH; AND THEY SHALL BE DRUNKEN WITH THEIR OWN BLOOD AS WITH SWEET WINE; AND ALL FLESH SHALL KNOW THAT I THE LORD AM THY SAVIOR AND THY REDEEMER, THE MIGHTY ONE OF JACOB. YEA, FOR THUS SAITH THE LORD: HAVE I PUT THEE AWAY, OR HAVE I CAST THEE OFF FOREVER? FOR THUS SAITH THE LORD: WHERE IS THE BILL OF YOUR MOTHER’S DIVORCEMENT? TO WHOM HAVE I PUT THEE AWAY, OR TO WHICH OF MY CREDITORS HAVE I SOLD YOU? YEA, TO WHOM HAVE I SOLD YOU? BEHOLD, FOR YOUR INIQUITIES HAVE YE SOLD YOURSELVES, AND FOR YOUR TRANSGRESSIONS IS YOUR MOTHER PUT AWAY. WHEREFORE, WHEN I CAME, THERE WAS NO MAN; WHEN I CALLED, YEA, THERE WAS NONE TO ANSWER. O HOUSE OF ISRAEL, IS MY HAND SHORTENED AT ALL THAT IT CANNOT REDEEM, OR HAVE I NO POWER TO DELIVER? BEHOLD, AT MY REBUKE I DRY UP THE SEA, I MAKE THEIR RIVERS A WILDERNESS AND THEIR FISH TO STINK BECAUSE THE WATERS ARE DRIED UP, AND THEY DIE BECAUSE OF THIRST. I CLOTHE THE HEAVENS WITH BLACKNESS, AND I MAKE SACKCLOTH THEIR COVERING. THE LORD GOD HATH GIVEN ME THE TONGUE OF THE LEARNED, THAT I SHOULD KNOW HOW TO SPEAK A WORD IN SEASON UNTO THEE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL. WHEN YE ARE WEARY HE WAKETH MORNING BY MORNING. HE WAKETH MINE EAR TO HEAR AS THE LEARNED. THE LORD GOD HATH OPENED MINE EAR, AND I WAS NOT REBELLIOUS, NEITHER TURNED AWAY BACK. I GAVE MY BACK TO THE SMITER, AND MY CHEEKS TO THEM THAT PLUCKED OFF THE HAIR. I HID NOT MY FACE FROM SHAME AND SPITTING. FOR THE LORD GOD WILL HELP ME, THEREFORE SHALL I NOT BE CONFOUNDED. THEREFORE, HAVE I SET MY FACE LIKE A FLINT, AND I KNOW THAT I SHALL NOT BE ASHAMED. AND THE LORD IS NEAR, AND HE JUSTIFIETH ME. WHO WILL CONTEND WITH ME? LET US STAND TOGETHER. WHO IS MINE ADVERSARY? LET HIM COME NEAR ME, AND I WILL SMITE HIM WITH THE STRENGTH OF MY MOUTH. FOR THE LORD GOD WILL HELP ME. AND ALL THEY WHO SHALL CONDEMN ME, BEHOLD, ALL THEY SHALL WAX OLD AS A GARMENT, AND THE MOTH SHALL EAT THEM UP. WHO IS AMONG YOU THAT FEARETH THE LORD, THAT OBEYETH THE VOICE OF HIS SERVANT, THAT WALKETH IN DARKNESS AND HATH NO LIGHT? BEHOLD ALL YE THAT KINDLE FIRE, THAT COMPASS YOURSELVES ABOUT WITH SPARKS, WALK IN THE LIGHT OF YOUR FIRE AND IN THE SPARKS WHICH YE HAVE KINDLED. THIS SHALL YE HAVE OF MINE HAND—YE SHALL LIE DOWN IN SORROW. HEARKEN UNTO ME, YE THAT FOLLOW AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS. LOOK UNTO THE ROCK FROM WHENCE YE ARE HEWN, AND TO THE HOLE OF THE PIT FROM WHENCE YE ARE DIGGED. LOOK UNTO ABRAHAM, YOUR FATHER, AND UNTO SARAH, SHE THAT BARE YOU; FOR I CALLED HIM ALONE, AND BLESSED HIM. FOR THE LORD SHALL COMFORT ZION, HE WILL COMFORT ALL HER WASTE PLACES; AND HE WILL MAKE HER WILDERNESS LIKE EDEN, AND HER DESERT LIKE THE GARDEN OF THE LORD. JOY AND GLADNESS SHALL BE FOUND THEREIN, THANKSGIVING AND THE VOICE OF MELODY. HEARKEN UNTO ME, MY PEOPLE; AND GIVE EAR UNTO ME, O MY NATION; FOR A LAW SHALL PROCEED FROM ME, AND I WILL MAKE MY JUDGMENT TO REST FOR A LIGHT FOR THE PEOPLE. MY RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NEAR; MY SALVATION IS GONE FORTH, AND MINE ARM SHALL JUDGE THE PEOPLE. THE ISLES SHALL WAIT UPON ME, AND ON MINE ARM SHALL THEY TRUST. LIFT UP YOUR EYES TO THE HEAVENS, AND LOOK UPON THE EARTH BENEATH; FOR THE HEAVENS SHALL VANISH AWAY LIKE SMOKE, AND THE EARTH SHALL WAX OLD LIKE A GARMENT; AND THEY THAT DWELL THEREIN SHALL DIE IN LIKE MANNER. BUT MY SALVATION SHALL BE FOREVER, AND MY RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL NOT BE ABOLISHED. HEARKEN UNTO ME, YE THAT KNOW RIGHTEOUSNESS, THE PEOPLE IN WHOSE HEART I HAVE WRITTEN MY LAW, FEAR YE NOT THE REPROACH OF MEN, NEITHER BE YE AFRAID OF THEIR REVILINGS. FOR THE MOTH SHALL EAT THEM UP LIKE A GARMENT, AND THE WORM SHALL EAT THEM LIKE WOOL. BUT MY RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL BE FOREVER, AND MY SALVATION FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION. AWAKE, AWAKE! PUT ON STRENGTH, O ARM OF THE LORD; AWAKE AS IN THE ANCIENT DAYS. ART THOU NOT HE THAT HATH CUT RAHAB, AND WOUNDED THE DRAGON? ART THOU NOT HE WHO HATH DRIED THE SEA, THE WATERS OF THE GREAT DEEP; THAT HATH MADE THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA A WAY FOR THE RANSOMED TO PASS OVER? THEREFORE, THE REDEEMED OF THE LORD SHALL RETURN, AND COME WITH SINGING UNTO ZION; AND EVERLASTING JOY AND HOLINESS SHALL BE UPON THEIR HEADS; AND THEY SHALL OBTAIN GLADNESS AND JOY; SORROW AND MOURNING SHALL FLEE AWAY. I AM HE; YEA, I AM HE THAT COMFORTETH YOU. BEHOLD, WHO ART THOU, THAT THOU SHOULDST BE AFRAID OF MAN, WHO SHALL DIE, AND OF THE SON OF MAN, WHO SHALL BE MADE LIKE UNTO GRASS? AND FORGETTEST THE LORD THY [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THAT HATH STRETCHED FORTH THE HEAVENS, AND LAID THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH, AND HAST FEARED CONTINUALLY EVERY DAY, BECAUSE OF THE FURY OF THE OPPRESSOR, AS IF HE WERE READY TO DESTROY? AND WHERE IS THE FURY OF THE OPPRESSOR? THE CAPTIVE EXILE HASTENETH, THAT HE MAY BE LOOSED, AND THAT HE SHOULD NOT DIE IN THE PIT, NOR THAT HIS BREAD SHOULD FAIL. BUT I AM THE LORD THY GOD, WHOSE WAVES ROARED; THE LORD OF HOSTS IS MY NAME. AND I HAVE PUT MY WORDS IN THY MOUTH, AND HAVE COVERED THEE IN THE SHADOW OF MINE HAND, THAT I MAY PLANT THE HEAVENS AND LAY THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH, AND SAY UNTO ZION: BEHOLD, THOU ART MY PEOPLE. AWAKE, AWAKE, STAND UP, O JERUSALEM, WHICH HAST DRUNK AT THE HAND OF THE LORD THE CUP OF HIS FURY—THOU HAST DRUNKEN THE DREGS OF THE CUP OF TREMBLING WRUNG OUT—AND NONE TO GUIDE HER AMONG ALL THE SONS SHE HATH BROUGHT FORTH; NEITHER THAT TAKETH HER BY THE HAND, OF ALL THE SONS SHE HATH BROUGHT UP. THESE TWO SONS ARE COME UNTO THEE, WHO SHALL BE SORRY FOR THEE—THY DESOLATION AND DESTRUCTION, AND THE FAMINE AND THE SWORD—AND BY WHOM SHALL I COMFORT THEE? THY SONS HAVE FAINTED, SAVE THESE TWO; THEY LIE AT THE HEAD OF ALL THE STREETS; AS A WILD BULL IN A NET, THEY ARE FULL OF THE FURY OF THE LORD, THE REBUKE OF THY GOD. THEREFORE, HEAR NOW THIS, THOU AFFLICTED, AND DRUNKEN, AND NOT WITH WINE: THUS, SAITH THY LORD, THE LORD AND THY GOD PLEADETH THE CAUSE OF HIS PEOPLE; BEHOLD, I HAVE TAKEN OUT OF THINE HAND THE CUP OF TREMBLING, THE DREGS OF THE CUP OF MY FURY; THOU SHALT NO MORE DRINK IT AGAIN. BUT I WILL PUT IT INTO THE HAND OF THEM THAT AFFLICT THEE; WHO HAVE SAID TO THY SOUL: BOW DOWN, THAT WE MAY GO OVER—AND THOU HAST LAID THY BODY AS THE GROUND AND AS THE STREET TO THEM THAT WENT OVER. AWAKE, AWAKE, PUT ON THY STRENGTH, O ZION; PUT ON THY BEAUTIFUL GARMENTS, O JERUSALEM, THE HOLY CITY; FOR HENCEFORTH THERE SHALL NO MORE COME INTO THEE THE UNCIRCUMCISED AND THE UNCLEAN. SHAKE THYSELF FROM THE DUST; ARISE, SIT DOWN, O JERUSALEM; LOOSE THYSELF FROM THE BANDS OF THY NECK, O CAPTIVE DAUGHTER OF ZION.
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AND NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I HAVE READ THESE THINGS THAT YE MIGHT KNOW CONCERNING THE COVENANTS OF THE LORD THAT HE HAS COVENANTED WITH ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL—THAT HE HAS SPOKEN UNTO THE JEWS, BY THE MOUTH OF HIS HOLY PROPHETS, EVEN FROM THE BEGINNING DOWN, FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION, UNTIL THE TIME COMES THAT THEY SHALL BE RESTORED TO THE TRUE CHURCH AND FOLD OF GOD; WHEN THEY SHALL BE GATHERED HOME TO THE LANDS OF THEIR INHERITANCE, AND SHALL BE ESTABLISHED IN ALL THEIR LANDS OF PROMISE. BEHOLD, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I SPEAK UNTO YOU THESE THINGS THAT YE MAY REJOICE, AND LIFT UP YOUR HEADS FOREVER, BECAUSE OF THE BLESSINGS WHICH THE LORD GOD SHALL BESTOW UPON YOUR CHILDREN. FOR I KNOW THAT YE HAVE SEARCHED MUCH, MANY OF YOU, TO KNOW OF THINGS TO COME; WHEREFORE I KNOW THAT YE KNOW THAT OUR FLESH MUST WASTE AWAY AND DIE; NEVERTHELESS, IN OUR BODIES WE SHALL SEE GOD. YEA, I KNOW THAT YE KNOW THAT IN THE BODY HE SHALL SHOW HIMSELF UNTO THOSE AT JERUSALEM, FROM WHENCE WE CAME; FOR IT IS EXPEDIENT THAT IT SHOULD BE AMONG THEM; FOR IT BEHOOVETH THE GREAT CREATOR THAT HE SUFFERETH HIMSELF TO BECOME SUBJECT UNTO MAN IN THE FLESH, AND DIE FOR ALL MEN, THAT ALL MEN MIGHT BECOME SUBJECT UNTO HIM. FOR AS DEATH HATH PASSED UPON ALL MEN, TO FULFIL THE MERCIFUL PLAN OF THE GREAT CREATOR, THERE MUST NEEDS BE A POWER OF RESURRECTION, AND THE RESURRECTION MUST NEEDS COME UNTO MAN BY REASON OF THE FALL; AND THE FALL CAME BY REASON OF TRANSGRESSION; AND BECAUSE MAN BECAME FALLEN, THEY WERE CUT OFF FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. WHEREFORE, IT MUST NEEDS BE AN INFINITE ATONEMENT—SAVE IT SHOULD BE AN INFINITE ATONEMENT THIS CORRUPTION COULD NOT PUT ON INCORRUPTION. WHEREFORE, THE FIRST JUDGMENT WHICH CAME UPON MAN MUST NEEDS HAVE REMAINED TO AN ENDLESS DURATION. AND IF SO, THIS FLESH MUST HAVE LAID DOWN TO ROT AND TO CRUMBLE TO ITS MOTHER EARTH, TO RISE NO MORE. O THE WISDOM OF GOD, HIS MERCY AND GRACE! FOR BEHOLD, IF THE FLESH SHOULD RISE NO MORE OUR SPIRITS MUST BECOME SUBJECT TO THAT ANGEL WHO FELL FROM BEFORE THE PRESENCE OF THE ETERNAL GOD, AND BECAME THE DEVIL, TO RISE NO MORE. AND OUR SPIRITS MUST HAVE BECOME LIKE UNTO HIM, AND WE BECOME DEVILS, ANGELS TO A DEVIL, TO BE SHUT OUT FROM THE PRESENCE OF OUR GOD, AND TO REMAIN WITH THE FATHER [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] OF LIES, IN MISERY, LIKE UNTO HIMSELF; YEA, TO THAT BEING WHO BEGUILED OUR FIRST PARENTS, WHO TRANSFORMETH HIMSELF NIGH UNTO AN ANGEL OF LIGHT, AND STIRRETH UP THE CHILDREN OF MEN UNTO SECRET COMBINATIONS OF MURDER AND ALL MANNER OF SECRET WORKS OF DARKNESS. O HOW GREAT THE GOODNESS OF OUR GOD, WHO PREPARETH A WAY FOR OUR ESCAPE FROM THE GRASP OF THIS AWFUL MONSTER; YEA, THAT MONSTER, DEATH AND HELL, WHICH I CALL THE DEATH OF THE BODY, AND ALSO THE DEATH OF THE SPIRIT. AND BECAUSE OF THE WAY OF DELIVERANCE OF OUR GOD, THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, THIS DEATH, OF WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN, WHICH IS THE TEMPORAL, SHALL DELIVER UP ITS DEAD; WHICH DEATH IS THE GRAVE. AND THIS DEATH OF WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN, WHICH IS THE SPIRITUAL DEATH, SHALL DELIVER UP ITS DEAD; WHICH SPIRITUAL DEATH IS HELL; WHEREFORE, DEATH AND HELL MUST DELIVER UP THEIR DEAD, AND HELL MUST DELIVER UP ITS CAPTIVE SPIRITS, AND THE GRAVE MUST DELIVER UP ITS CAPTIVE BODIES, AND THE BODIES AND THE SPIRITS OF MEN WILL BE RESTORED ONE TO THE OTHER; AND IT IS BY THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL. O HOW GREAT THE PLAN OF OUR GOD! FOR ON THE OTHER HAND, THE PARADISE OF GOD MUST DELIVER UP THE SPIRITS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, AND THE GRAVE DELIVER UP THE BODY OF THE RIGHTEOUS; AND THE SPIRIT AND THE BODY IS RESTORED TO ITSELF AGAIN, AND ALL MEN BECOME INCORRUPTIBLE, AND IMMORTAL, AND THEY ARE LIVING SOULS, HAVING A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE LIKE UNTO US IN THE FLESH, SAVE IT BE THAT OUR KNOWLEDGE SHALL BE PERFECT. WHEREFORE, WE SHALL HAVE A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF ALL OUR GUILT, AND OUR UNCLEANNESS, AND OUR NAKEDNESS; AND THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL HAVE A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR ENJOYMENT, AND THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS, BEING CLOTHED WITH PURITY, YEA, EVEN WITH THE ROBE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT WHEN ALL MEN SHALL HAVE PASSED FROM THIS FIRST DEATH UNTO LIFE, INSOMUCH AS THEY HAVE BECOME IMMORTAL, THEY MUST APPEAR BEFORE THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL; AND THEN COMETH THE JUDGMENT, AND THEN MUST THEY BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THE HOLY JUDGMENT OF GOD. AND ASSUREDLY, AS THE LORD LIVETH, FOR THE LORD GOD HATH SPOKEN IT, AND IT IS HIS ETERNAL WORD, WHICH CANNOT PASS AWAY, THAT THEY WHO ARE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE RIGHTEOUS STILL, AND THEY WHO ARE FILTHY SHALL BE FILTHY STILL; WHEREFORE, THEY WHO ARE FILTHY ARE THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS; AND THEY SHALL GO AWAY INTO EVERLASTING FIRE, PREPARED FOR THEM; AND THEIR TORMENT IS AS A LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE, WHOSE FLAME ASCENDETH UP FOREVER AND EVER AND HAS NO END. O THE GREATNESS AND THE JUSTICE OF OUR GOD! FOR HE EXECUTETH ALL HIS WORDS, AND THEY HAVE GONE FORTH OUT OF HIS MOUTH, AND HIS LAW MUST BE FULFILLED. BUT, BEHOLD, THE RIGHTEOUS, THE SAINTS OF THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, THEY WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, THEY WHO HAVE ENDURED THE CROSSES OF THE WORLD, AND DESPISED THE SHAME OF IT, THEY SHALL INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD, WHICH WAS PREPARED FOR THEM FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, AND THEIR JOY SHALL BE FULL FOREVER. O THE GREATNESS OF THE MERCY OF OUR GOD, THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL! FOR HE DELIVERETH HIS SAINTS FROM THAT AWFUL MONSTER THE DEVIL, AND DEATH, AND HELL, AND THAT LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE, WHICH IS ENDLESS TORMENT. O HOW GREAT THE HOLINESS OF OUR GOD! FOR HE KNOWETH ALL THINGS, AND THERE IS NOT ANYTHING SAVE HE KNOWS IT. AND HE COMETH INTO THE WORLD THAT HE MAY SAVE ALL MEN IF THEY WILL HEARKEN UNTO HIS VOICE; FOR BEHOLD, HE SUFFERETH THE PAINS OF ALL MEN, YEA, THE PAINS OF EVERY LIVING CREATURE, BOTH MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN, WHO BELONG TO THE FAMILY OF ADAM. AND HE SUFFERETH THIS THAT THE RESURRECTION MIGHT PASS UPON ALL MEN, THAT ALL MIGHT STAND BEFORE HIM AT THE GREAT AND JUDGMENT DAY. AND HE COMMANDETH ALL MEN THAT THEY MUST REPENT, AND BE BAPTIZED IN HIS NAME, HAVING PERFECT FAITH IN THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, OR THEY CANNOT BE SAVED IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND IF THEY WILL NOT REPENT AND BELIEVE IN HIS NAME, AND BE BAPTIZED IN HIS NAME, AND ENDURE TO THE END, THEY MUST BE DAMNED; FOR THE LORD GOD, THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, HAS SPOKEN IT. WHEREFORE, HE HAS GIVEN A LAW; AND WHERE THERE IS NO LAW GIVEN THERE IS NO PUNISHMENT; AND WHERE THERE IS NO PUNISHMENT THERE IS NO CONDEMNATION; AND WHERE THERE IS NO CONDEMNATION THE MERCIES OF THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL HAVE CLAIM UPON THEM, BECAUSE OF THE ATONEMENT; FOR THEY ARE DELIVERED BY THE POWER OF HIM. FOR THE ATONEMENT SATISFIETH THE DEMANDS OF HIS JUSTICE UPON ALL THOSE WHO HAVE NOT THE LAW GIVEN TO THEM, THAT THEY ARE DELIVERED FROM THAT AWFUL MONSTER, DEATH AND HELL, AND THE DEVIL, AND THE LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE, WHICH IS ENDLESS TORMENT; AND THEY ARE RESTORED TO THAT GOD WHO GAVE THEM BREATH, WHICH IS THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL. BUT WO UNTO HIM THAT HAS THE LAW GIVEN, YEA, THAT HAS ALL THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, LIKE UNTO US, AND THAT TRANSGRESSETH THEM, AND THAT WASTETH THE DAYS OF HIS PROBATION, FOR AWFUL IS HIS STATE! O THAT CUNNING PLAN OF THE EVIL ONE! O THE VAINNESS, AND THE FRAILTIES, AND THE FOOLISHNESS OF MEN! WHEN THEY ARE LEARNED THEY THINK THEY ARE WISE, AND THEY HEARKEN NOT UNTO THE COUNSEL OF GOD, FOR THEY SET IT ASIDE, SUPPOSING THEY KNOW OF THEMSELVES, WHEREFORE, THEIR WISDOM IS FOOLISHNESS AND IT PROFITETH THEM NOT. AND THEY SHALL PERISH. BUT TO BE LEARNED IS GOOD IF THEY HEARKEN UNTO THE COUNSELS OF GOD. BUT WO UNTO THE RICH, WHO ARE RICH AS TO THE THINGS OF THE WORLD. FOR BECAUSE THEY ARE RICH, THEY DESPISE THE POOR, AND THEY PERSECUTE THE MEEK, AND THEIR HEARTS ARE UPON THEIR TREASURES; WHEREFORE, THEIR TREASURE IS THEIR GOD. AND BEHOLD, THEIR TREASURE SHALL PERISH WITH THEM ALSO. AND WO UNTO THE DEAF THAT WILL NOT HEAR; FOR THEY SHALL PERISH. WO UNTO THE BLIND THAT WILL NOT SEE; FOR THEY SHALL PERISH ALSO. WO UNTO THE UNCIRCUMCISED OF HEART, FOR A KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR INIQUITIES SHALL SMITE THEM AT THE LAST DAY. WO UNTO THE LIAR, FOR HE SHALL BE THRUST DOWN TO HELL. WO UNTO THE MURDERER WHO DELIBERATELY KILLETH, FOR HE SHALL DIE. WO UNTO THEM WHO COMMIT WHOREDOMS, FOR THEY SHALL BE THRUST DOWN TO HELL. YEA, WO UNTO THOSE THAT WORSHIP IDOLS, FOR THE DEVIL OF ALL DEVILS DELIGHTETH IN THEM. AND, IN FINE, WO UNTO ALL THOSE WHO DIE IN THEIR SINS; FOR THEY SHALL RETURN TO GOD, AND BEHOLD HIS FACE, AND REMAIN IN THEIR SINS. O, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, REMEMBER THE AWFULNESS IN TRANSGRESSING AGAINST THAT HOLY GOD, AND ALSO THE AWFULNESS OF YIELDING TO THE ENTICINGS OF THAT CUNNING ONE. REMEMBER, TO BE CARNALLY-MINDED IS DEATH, AND TO BE SPIRITUALLY-MINDED IS LIFE ETERNAL. O, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, GIVE EAR TO MY WORDS. REMEMBER THE GREATNESS OF THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL. DO NOT SAY THAT I HAVE SPOKEN HARD THINGS AGAINST YOU; FOR IF YE DO, YE WILL REVILE AGAINST THE TRUTH; FOR I HAVE SPOKEN THE WORDS OF YOUR MAKER. I KNOW THAT THE WORDS OF TRUTH ARE HARD AGAINST ALL UNCLEANNESS; BUT THE RIGHTEOUS FEAR THEM NOT, FOR THEY LOVE THE TRUTH AND ARE NOT SHAKEN. O THEN, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, COME UNTO THE LORD, THE HOLY ONE. REMEMBER THAT HIS PATHS ARE RIGHTEOUS. BEHOLD, THE WAY FOR MAN IS NARROW, BUT IT LIETH IN A STRAIGHT COURSE BEFORE HIM, AND THE KEEPER OF THE GATE IS THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL; AND HE EMPLOYETH NO SERVANT THERE; AND THERE IS NONE OTHER WAY SAVE IT BE BY THE GATE; FOR HE CANNOT BE DECEIVED, FOR THE LORD GOD IS HIS NAME. AND WHOSO KNOCKETH, TO HIM WILL HE OPEN; AND THE WISE, AND THE LEARNED, AND THEY THAT ARE RICH, WHO ARE PUFFED UP BECAUSE OF THEIR LEARNING, AND THEIR WISDOM, AND THEIR RICHES—YEA, THEY ARE THEY WHOM HE DESPISETH; AND SAVE THEY SHALL CAST THESE THINGS AWAY, AND CONSIDER THEMSELVES FOOLS BEFORE GOD, AND COME DOWN IN THE DEPTHS OF HUMILITY, HE WILL NOT OPEN UNTO THEM. BUT THE THINGS OF THE WISE AND THE PRUDENT SHALL BE HID FROM THEM FOREVER—YEA, THAT HAPPINESS WHICH IS PREPARED FOR THE SAINTS. O, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, REMEMBER MY WORDS. BEHOLD, I TAKE OFF MY GARMENTS, AND I SHAKE THEM BEFORE YOU; I PRAY THE GOD OF MY SALVATION THAT HE VIEW ME WITH HIS ALL-SEARCHING EYE; WHEREFORE, YE SHALL KNOW AT THE LAST DAY, WHEN ALL MEN SHALL BE JUDGED OF THEIR WORKS, THAT THE GOD OF ISRAEL DID WITNESS THAT I SHOOK YOUR INIQUITIES FROM MY SOUL, AND THAT I STAND WITH BRIGHTNESS BEFORE HIM, AND AM RID OF YOUR BLOOD. O, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, TURN AWAY FROM YOUR SINS; SHAKE OFF THE CHAINS OF HIM THAT WOULD BIND YOU FAST; COME UNTO THAT GOD WHO IS THE ROCK OF YOUR SALVATION. PREPARE YOUR SOULS FOR THAT GLORIOUS DAY WHEN JUSTICE SHALL BE ADMINISTERED UNTO THE RIGHTEOUS, EVEN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, THAT YE MAY NOT SHRINK WITH AWFUL FEAR; THAT YE MAY NOT REMEMBER YOUR AWFUL GUILT IN PERFECTNESS, AND BE CONSTRAINED TO EXCLAIM: HOLY, HOLY ARE THY JUDGMENTS, O LORD GOD ALMIGHTY—BUT I KNOW MY GUILT; I TRANSGRESSED THY LAW, AND MY TRANSGRESSIONS ARE MINE; AND THE DEVIL HATH OBTAINED ME, THAT I AM A PREY TO HIS AWFUL MISERY. BUT BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, IS IT EXPEDIENT THAT I SHOULD AWAKE YOU TO AN AWFUL REALITY OF THESE THINGS? WOULD I HARROW UP YOUR SOULS IF YOUR MINDS WERE PURE? WOULD I BE PLAIN UNTO YOU ACCORDING TO THE PLAINNESS OF THE TRUTH IF YE WERE FREED FROM SIN? BEHOLD, IF YE WERE HOLY I WOULD SPEAK UNTO YOU OF HOLINESS; BUT AS YE ARE NOT HOLY, AND YE LOOK UPON ME AS A TEACHER, IT MUST NEEDS BE EXPEDIENT THAT I TEACH YOU THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN. BEHOLD, MY SOUL ABHORRETH SIN, AND MY HEART DELIGHTETH IN RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND I WILL PRAISE THE HOLY NAME OF MY GOD. COME, MY BRETHREN, EVERY ONE THAT THIRSTETH, COME YE TO THE WATERS; AND HE THAT HATH NO MONEY, COME BUY AND EAT; YEA, COME BUY WINE AND MILK WITHOUT MONEY AND WITHOUT PRICE. WHEREFORE, DO NOT SPEND MONEY FOR THAT WHICH IS OF NO WORTH, NOR YOUR LABOR FOR THAT WHICH CANNOT SATISFY. HEARKEN DILIGENTLY UNTO ME, AND REMEMBER THE WORDS WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN; AND COME UNTO THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, AND FEAST UPON THAT WHICH PERISHETH NOT, NEITHER CAN BE CORRUPTED, AND LET YOUR SOUL DELIGHT IN FATNESS. BEHOLD, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, REMEMBER THE WORDS OF YOUR GOD; PRAY UNTO HIM CONTINUALLY BY DAY, AND GIVE THANKS UNTO HIS HOLY NAME BY NIGHT. LET YOUR HEARTS REJOICE. AND BEHOLD HOW GREAT THE COVENANTS OF THE LORD, AND HOW GREAT HIS CONDESCENSIONS UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN; AND BECAUSE OF HIS GREATNESS, AND HIS GRACE AND MERCY, HE HAS PROMISED UNTO US THAT OUR SEED SHALL NOT UTTERLY BE DESTROYED, ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, BUT THAT HE WOULD PRESERVE THEM; AND IN FUTURE GENERATIONS THEY SHALL BECOME A RIGHTEOUS BRANCH UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, I WOULD SPEAK UNTO YOU MORE; BUT ON THE MORROW I WILL DECLARE UNTO YOU THE REMAINDER OF MY WORDS. AMEN.
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AND NOW I, JACOB, SPEAK UNTO YOU AGAIN, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, CONCERNING THIS RIGHTEOUS BRANCH OF WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN. FOR BEHOLD, THE PROMISES WHICH WE HAVE OBTAINED ARE PROMISES UNTO US ACCORDING TO THE FLESH; WHEREFORE, AS IT HAS BEEN SHOWN UNTO ME THAT MANY OF OUR CHILDREN SHALL PERISH IN THE FLESH BECAUSE OF UNBELIEF, NEVERTHELESS, GOD WILL BE MERCIFUL UNTO MANY; AND OUR CHILDREN SHALL BE RESTORED, THAT THEY MAY COME TO THAT WHICH WILL GIVE THEM THE TRUE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR REDEEMER. WHEREFORE, AS I SAID UNTO YOU, IT MUST NEEDS BE EXPEDIENT THAT CHRIST—FOR IN THE LAST NIGHT THE ANGEL SPAKE UNTO ME THAT THIS SHOULD BE HIS NAME—SHOULD COME AMONG THE JEWS, AMONG THOSE WHO ARE THE MORE WICKED PART OF THE WORLD; AND THEY SHALL CRUCIFY HIM—FOR THUS IT BEHOOVETH OUR GOD, AND THERE IS NONE OTHER NATION ON EARTH THAT WOULD CRUCIFY THEIR GOD. FOR SHOULD THE MIGHTY MIRACLES BE WROUGHT AMONG OTHER NATIONS THEY WOULD REPENT, AND KNOW THAT HE BE THEIR GOD. BUT BECAUSE OF PRIESTCRAFTS AND INIQUITIES, THEY AT JERUSALEM WILL STIFFEN THEIR NECKS AGAINST HIM, THAT HE BE CRUCIFIED. WHEREFORE, BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITIES, DESTRUCTIONS, FAMINES, PESTILENCES, AND BLOODSHED SHALL COME UPON THEM; AND THEY WHO SHALL NOT BE DESTROYED SHALL BE SCATTERED AMONG ALL NATIONS. BUT BEHOLD, THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD: WHEN THE DAY COMETH THAT THEY SHALL BELIEVE IN ME, THAT I AM CHRIST, THEN HAVE I COVENANTED WITH THEIR FATHERS THAT THEY SHALL BE RESTORED IN THE FLESH, UPON THE EARTH, UNTO THE LANDS OF THEIR INHERITANCE. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT THEY SHALL BE GATHERED IN FROM THEIR LONG DISPERSION, FROM THE ISLES OF THE SEA, AND FROM THE FOUR PARTS OF THE EARTH; AND THE NATIONS OF THE GENTILES SHALL BE GREAT IN THE EYES OF ME, SAITH GOD, IN CARRYING THEM FORTH TO THE LANDS OF THEIR INHERITANCE. YEA, THE KINGS OF THE GENTILES SHALL BE NURSING FATHERS UNTO THEM, AND THEIR QUEENS SHALL BECOME NURSING MOTHERS; WHEREFORE, THE PROMISES OF THE LORD ARE GREAT UNTO THE GENTILES, FOR HE HATH SPOKEN IT, AND WHO CAN DISPUTE? BUT BEHOLD, THIS LAND, SAID GOD, SHALL BE A LAND OF THINE INHERITANCE, AND THE GENTILES SHALL BE BLESSED UPON THE LAND. AND THIS LAND SHALL BE A LAND OF LIBERTY UNTO THE GENTILES, AND THERE SHALL BE NO KINGS UPON THE LAND, WHO SHALL RAISE UP UNTO THE GENTILES. AND I WILL FORTIFY THIS LAND AGAINST ALL OTHER NATIONS. AND HE THAT FIGHTETH AGAINST ZION SHALL PERISH, SAITH GOD. FOR HE THAT RAISETH UP A KING AGAINST ME SHALL PERISH, FOR I, THE LORD, THE KING OF HEAVEN, WILL BE THEIR KING, AND I WILL BE A LIGHT UNTO THEM FOREVER, THAT HEAR MY WORDS. WHEREFORE, FOR THIS CAUSE, THAT MY COVENANTS MAY BE FULFILLED WHICH I HAVE MADE UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, THAT I WILL DO UNTO THEM WHILE THEY ARE IN THE FLESH, I MUST NEEDS DESTROY THE SECRET WORKS OF DARKNESS, AND OF MURDERS, AND OF ABOMINATIONS. WHEREFORE, HE THAT FIGHTETH AGAINST ZION, BOTH JEW AND GENTILE, BOTH BOND AND FREE, BOTH MALE AND FEMALE, SHALL PERISH; FOR THEY ARE THEY WHO ARE THE WHORE OF ALL THE EARTH; FOR THEY WHO ARE NOT FOR ME ARE AGAINST ME, SAITH OUR GOD. FOR I WILL FULFIL MY PROMISES WHICH I HAVE MADE UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, THAT I WILL DO UNTO THEM WHILE THEY ARE IN THE FLESH—WHEREFORE, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, THUS SAITH OUR GOD: I WILL AFFLICT THY SEED BY THE HAND OF THE GENTILES; NEVERTHELESS, I WILL SOFTEN THE HEARTS OF THE GENTILES, THAT THEY SHALL BE LIKE UNTO A FATHER TO THEM; WHEREFORE, THE GENTILES SHALL BE BLESSED AND NUMBERED AMONG THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. WHEREFORE, I WILL CONSECRATE THIS LAND UNTO THY SEED, AND THEM WHO SHALL BE NUMBERED AMONG THY SEED, FOREVER, FOR THE LAND OF THEIR INHERITANCE; FOR IT IS A CHOICE LAND, SAITH GOD UNTO ME, ABOVE ALL OTHER LANDS, WHEREFORE I WILL HAVE ALL MEN THAT DWELL THEREON THAT THEY SHALL WORSHIP ME, SAITH GOD. AND NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, SEEING THAT OUR MERCIFUL GOD HAS GIVEN US SO GREAT KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING THESE THINGS, LET US REMEMBER HIM, AND LAY ASIDE OUR SINS, AND NOT HANG DOWN OUR HEADS, FOR WE ARE NOT CAST OFF; NEVERTHELESS, WE HAVE BEEN DRIVEN OUT OF THE LAND OF OUR INHERITANCE; BUT WE HAVE BEEN LED TO A BETTER LAND, FOR THE LORD HAS MADE THE SEA OUR PATH, AND WE ARE UPON AN ISLE OF THE SEA. BUT GREAT ARE THE PROMISES OF THE LORD UNTO THEM WHO ARE UPON THE ISLES OF THE SEA; WHEREFORE AS IT SAYS ISLES, THERE MUST NEEDS BE MORE THAN THIS, AND THEY ARE INHABITED ALSO BY OUR BRETHREN. FOR BEHOLD, THE LORD GOD HAS LED AWAY FROM TIME TO TIME FROM THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, ACCORDING TO HIS WILL AND PLEASURE. AND NOW BEHOLD, THE LORD REMEMBERETH ALL THEM WHO HAVE BEEN BROKEN OFF, WHEREFORE HE REMEMBERETH US ALSO. THEREFORE, CHEER UP YOUR HEARTS, AND REMEMBER THAT YE ARE FREE TO ACT FOR YOURSELVES—TO CHOOSE THE WAY OF EVERLASTING DEATH OR THE WAY OF ETERNAL LIFE. WHEREFORE, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, RECONCILE YOURSELVES TO THE WILL OF GOD, AND NOT TO THE WILL OF THE DEVIL AND THE FLESH; AND REMEMBER, AFTER YE ARE RECONCILED UNTO GOD, THAT IT IS ONLY IN AND THROUGH THE GRACE OF GOD THAT YE ARE SAVED. WHEREFORE, MAY GOD RAISE YOU FROM DEATH BY THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION, AND ALSO FROM EVERLASTING DEATH BY THE POWER OF THE ATONEMENT, THAT YE MAY BE RECEIVED INTO THE ETERNAL KINGDOM OF GOD, THAT YE MAY PRAISE HIM THROUGH GRACE DIVINE. AMEN.
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AND NOW, JACOB SPAKE MANY MORE THINGS TO MY PEOPLE AT THAT TIME; NEVERTHELESS, ONLY THESE THINGS HAVE I CAUSED TO BE WRITTEN, FOR THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN SUFFICETH ME. AND NOW I, NEPHI, WRITE MORE OF THE WORDS OF ISAIAH, FOR MY SOUL DELIGHTETH IN HIS WORDS. FOR I WILL LIKEN HIS WORDS UNTO MY PEOPLE, AND I WILL SEND THEM FORTH UNTO ALL MY CHILDREN, FOR HE VERILY SAW MY REDEEMER, EVEN AS I HAVE SEEN HIM. AND MY BROTHER, JACOB, ALSO HAS SEEN HIM AS I HAVE SEEN HIM; WHEREFORE, I WILL SEND THEIR WORDS FORTH UNTO MY CHILDREN TO PROVE UNTO THEM THAT MY WORDS ARE TRUE. WHEREFORE, BY THE WORDS OF THREE, GOD HATH SAID, I WILL ESTABLISH MY WORD. NEVERTHELESS, GOD SENDETH MORE WITNESSES, AND HE PROVETH ALL HIS WORDS. BEHOLD, MY SOUL DELIGHTETH IN PROVING UNTO MY PEOPLE THE TRUTH OF THE COMING OF CHRIST; FOR, FOR THIS END HATH THE LAW OF MOSES BEEN GIVEN; AND ALL THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF GOD FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD, UNTO MAN, ARE THE TYPIFYING OF HIM. AND ALSO, MY SOUL DELIGHTETH IN THE COVENANTS OF THE LORD WHICH HE HATH MADE TO OUR FATHERS; YEA, MY SOUL DELIGHTETH IN HIS GRACE, AND IN HIS JUSTICE, AND POWER, AND MERCY IN THE GREAT AND ETERNAL PLAN OF DELIVERANCE FROM DEATH. AND MY SOUL DELIGHTETH IN PROVING UNTO MY PEOPLE THAT SAVE CHRIST SHOULD COME ALL MEN MUST PERISH. FOR IF THERE BE NO CHRIST THERE BE NO GOD; AND IF THERE BE NO GOD WE ARE NOT, FOR THERE COULD HAVE BEEN NO CREATION. BUT THERE IS A GOD, AND HE IS CHRIST, AND HE COMETH IN THE FULNESS OF HIS OWN TIME. AND NOW I WRITE SOME OF THE WORDS OF ISAIAH, THAT WHOSO OF MY PEOPLE SHALL SEE THESE WORDS MAY LIFT UP THEIR HEARTS AND REJOICE FOR ALL MEN. NOW THESE ARE THE WORDS, AND YE MAY LIKEN THEM UNTO YOU AND UNTO ALL MEN. THE WORD THAT ISAIAH, THE SON OF AMOZ, SAW CONCERNING JUDAH AND JERUSALEM: AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THE LAST DAYS, WHEN THE MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD’S HOUSE SHALL BE ESTABLISHED IN THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAINS, AND SHALL BE EXALTED ABOVE THE HILLS, AND ALL NATIONS SHALL FLOW UNTO IT. AND MANY PEOPLE SHALL GO AND SAY, COME, YE, AND LET US GO UP TO THE MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD, TO THE HOUSE OF THE GOD OF JACOB; AND HE WILL TEACH US OF HIS WAYS, AND WE WILL WALK IN HIS PATHS; FOR OUT OF ZION SHALL GO FORTH THE LAW, AND THE WORD OF THE LORD FROM JERUSALEM. AND HE SHALL JUDGE AMONG THE NATIONS, AND SHALL REBUKE MANY PEOPLE: AND THEY SHALL BEAT THEIR SWORDS INTO PLOW-SHARES, AND THEIR SPEARS INTO PRUNINGHOOKS—NATION SHALL NOT LIFT UP SWORD AGAINST NATION, NEITHER SHALL THEY LEARN WAR ANY MORE. O HOUSE OF JACOB, COME YE AND LET US WALK IN THE LIGHT OF THE LORD; YEA, COME, FOR YE HAVE ALL GONE ASTRAY, EVERY ONE TO HIS WICKED WAYS. THEREFORE, O LORD, THOU HAST FORSAKEN THY PEOPLE, THE HOUSE OF JACOB, BECAUSE THEY BE REPLENISHED FROM THE EAST, AND HEARKEN UNTO SOOTHSAYERS LIKE THE PHILISTINES, AND THEY PLEASE THEMSELVES IN THE CHILDREN OF STRANGERS. THEIR LAND ALSO IS FULL OF SILVER AND GOLD, NEITHER IS THERE ANY END OF THEIR TREASURES; THEIR LAND IS ALSO FULL OF HORSES, NEITHER IS THERE ANY END OF THEIR CHARIOTS. THEIR LAND IS ALSO FULL OF IDOLS; THEY WORSHIP THE WORK OF THEIR OWN HANDS, THAT WHICH THEIR OWN FINGERS HAVE MADE. AND THE MEAN MAN BOWETH NOT DOWN, AND THE GREAT MAN HUMBLETH HIMSELF NOT, THEREFORE, FORGIVE HIM NOT. O YE WICKED ONES, ENTER INTO THE ROCK, AND HIDE THEE IN THE DUST, FOR THE FEAR OF THE LORD AND THE GLORY OF HIS MAJESTY SHALL SMITE THEE. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT THE LOFTY LOOKS OF MAN SHALL BE HUMBLED, AND THE HAUGHTINESS OF MEN SHALL BE BOWED DOWN, AND THE LORD ALONE SHALL BE EXALTED IN THAT DAY. FOR THE DAY OF THE LORD OF HOSTS SOON COMETH UPON ALL NATIONS, YEA, UPON EVERY ONE; YEA, UPON THE PROUD AND LOFTY, AND UPON EVERY ONE WHO IS LIFTED UP, AND HE SHALL BE BROUGHT LOW. YEA, AND THE DAY OF THE LORD SHALL COME UPON ALL THE CEDARS OF LEBANON, FOR THEY ARE HIGH AND LIFTED UP; AND UPON ALL THE OAKS OF BASHAN; AND UPON ALL THE HIGH MOUNTAINS, AND UPON ALL THE HILLS, AND UPON ALL THE NATIONS WHICH ARE LIFTED UP, AND UPON EVERY PEOPLE; AND UPON EVERY HIGH TOWER, AND UPON EVERY FENCED WALL; AND UPON ALL THE SHIPS OF THE SEA, AND UPON ALL THE SHIPS OF TARSHISH, AND UPON ALL PLEASANT PICTURES. AND THE LOFTINESS OF MAN SHALL BE BOWED DOWN, AND THE HAUGHTINESS OF MEN SHALL BE MADE LOW; AND THE LORD ALONE SHALL BE EXALTED IN THAT DAY. AND THE IDOLS HE SHALL UTTERLY ABOLISH. AND THEY SHALL GO INTO THE HOLES OF THE ROCKS, AND INTO THE CAVES OF THE EARTH, FOR THE FEAR OF THE LORD SHALL COME UPON THEM AND THE GLORY OF HIS MAJESTY SHALL SMITE THEM, WHEN HE ARISETH TO SHAKE TERRIBLY THE EARTH. IN THAT DAY A MAN SHALL CAST HIS IDOLS OF SILVER, AND HIS IDOLS OF GOLD, WHICH HE HATH MADE FOR HIMSELF TO WORSHIP, TO THE MOLES AND TO THE BATS; TO GO INTO THE CLEFTS OF THE ROCKS, AND INTO THE TOPS OF THE RAGGED ROCKS, FOR THE FEAR OF THE LORD SHALL COME UPON THEM AND THE MAJESTY OF HIS GLORY SHALL SMITE THEM, WHEN HE ARISETH TO SHAKE TERRIBLY THE EARTH. CEASE YE FROM MAN, WHOSE BREATH IS IN HIS NOSTRILS; FOR WHEREIN IS HE TO BE ACCOUNTED OF? FOR BEHOLD, THE LORD, THE LORD OF HOSTS, DOTH TAKE AWAY FROM JERUSALEM, AND FROM JUDAH, THE STAY AND THE STAFF, THE WHOLE STAFF OF BREAD, AND THE WHOLE STAY OF WATER—THE MIGHTY MAN, AND THE MAN OF WAR, THE JUDGE, AND THE PROPHET, AND THE PRUDENT, AND THE ANCIENT; THE CAPTAIN OF FIFTY, AND THE HONORABLE MAN, AND THE COUNSELOR, AND THE CUNNING ARTIFICER, AND THE ELOQUENT ORATOR. AND I WILL GIVE CHILDREN UNTO THEM TO BE THEIR PRINCES, AND BABES SHALL RULE OVER THEM. AND THE PEOPLE SHALL BE OPPRESSED, EVERY ONE BY ANOTHER, AND EVERY ONE BY HIS NEIGHBOR; THE CHILD SHALL BEHAVE HIMSELF PROUDLY AGAINST THE ANCIENT, AND THE BASE AGAINST THE HONORABLE. WHEN A MAN SHALL TAKE HOLD OF HIS BROTHER OF THE HOUSE OF HIS FATHER, AND SHALL SAY: THOU HAST CLOTHING, BE THOU OUR RULER, AND LET NOT THIS RUIN COME UNDER THY HAND—IN THAT DAY SHALL HE SWEAR, SAYING: I WILL NOT BE A HEALER; FOR IN MY HOUSE THERE IS NEITHER BREAD NOR CLOTHING; MAKE ME NOT A RULER OF THE PEOPLE. FOR JERUSALEM IS RUINED, AND JUDAH IS FALLEN, BECAUSE THEIR TONGUES AND THEIR DOINGS HAVE BEEN AGAINST THE LORD, TO PROVOKE THE EYES OF HIS GLORY. THE SHOW OF THEIR COUNTENANCE DOTH WITNESS AGAINST THEM, AND DOTH DECLARE THEIR SIN TO BE EVEN AS SODOM, AND THEY CANNOT HIDE IT. WO UNTO THEIR SOULS, FOR THEY HAVE REWARDED EVIL UNTO THEMSELVES! SAY UNTO THE RIGHTEOUS THAT IT IS WELL WITH THEM; FOR THEY SHALL EAT THE FRUIT OF THEIR DOINGS. WO UNTO THE WICKED, FOR THEY SHALL PERISH; FOR THE REWARD OF THEIR HANDS SHALL BE UPON THEM! AND MY PEOPLE, CHILDREN ARE THEIR OPPRESSORS, AND WOMEN RULE OVER THEM. O MY PEOPLE, THEY WHO LEAD THEE CAUSE THEE TO ERR AND DESTROY THE WAY OF THY PATHS. THE LORD STANDETH UP TO PLEAD, AND STANDETH TO JUDGE THE PEOPLE. THE LORD WILL ENTER INTO JUDGMENT WITH THE ANCIENTS OF HIS PEOPLE AND THE PRINCES THEREOF; FOR YE HAVE EATEN UP THE VINEYARD AND THE SPOIL OF THE POOR IN YOUR HOUSES. WHAT MEAN YE? YE BEAT MY PEOPLE TO PIECES, AND GRIND THE FACES OF THE POOR, SAITH THE LORD GOD OF HOSTS. MOREOVER, THE LORD SAITH: BECAUSE THE DAUGHTERS OF ZION ARE HAUGHTY, AND WALK WITH STRETCHED-FORTH NECKS AND WANTON EYES, WALKING AND MINCING AS THEY GO, AND MAKING A TINKLING WITH THEIR FEET— THEREFORE THE LORD WILL SMITE WITH A SCAB THE CROWN OF THE HEAD OF THE DAUGHTERS OF ZION, AND THE LORD WILL DISCOVER THEIR SECRET PARTS. IN THAT DAY THE LORD WILL TAKE AWAY THE BRAVERY OF THEIR TINKLING ORNAMENTS, AND CAULS, AND ROUND TIRES LIKE THE MOON; THE CHAINS AND THE BRACELETS, AND THE MUFFLERS; THE BONNETS, AND THE ORNAMENTS OF THE LEGS, AND THE HEADBANDS, AND THE TABLETS, AND THE EAR-RINGS; THE RINGS, AND NOSE JEWELS; THE CHANGEABLE SUITS OF APPAREL, AND THE MANTLES, AND THE WIMPLES, AND THE CRISPING-PINS; THE GLASSES, AND THE FINE LINEN, AND HOODS, AND THE VEILS. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, INSTEAD OF SWEET SMELL THERE SHALL BE STINK; AND INSTEAD OF A GIRDLE, A RENT; AND INSTEAD OF WELL-SET HAIR, BALDNESS; AND INSTEAD OF A STOMACHER, A GIRDING OF SACKCLOTH; BURNING INSTEAD OF BEAUTY. THY MEN SHALL FALL BY THE SWORD AND THY MIGHTY IN THE WAR. AND HER GATES SHALL LAMENT AND MOURN; AND SHE SHALL BE DESOLATE, AND SHALL SIT UPON THE GROUND. AND IN THAT DAY, SEVEN WOMEN SHALL TAKE HOLD OF ONE MAN, SAYING: WE WILL EAT OUR OWN BREAD, AND WEAR OUR OWN APPAREL; ONLY LET US BE CALLED BY THY NAME TO TAKE AWAY OUR REPROACH. IN THAT DAY SHALL THE BRANCH OF THE LORD BE BEAUTIFUL AND GLORIOUS; THE FRUIT OF THE EARTH EXCELLENT AND COMELY TO THEM THAT ARE ESCAPED OF ISRAEL. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THEY THAT ARE LEFT IN ZION AND REMAIN IN JERUSALEM SHALL BE CALLED HOLY, EVERY ONE THAT IS WRITTEN AMONG THE LIVING IN JERUSALEM—WHEN THE LORD SHALL HAVE WASHED AWAY THE FILTH OF THE DAUGHTERS OF ZION, AND SHALL HAVE PURGED THE BLOOD OF JERUSALEM FROM THE MIDST THEREOF BY THE SPIRIT OF JUDGMENT AND BY THE SPIRIT OF BURNING. AND THE LORD WILL CREATE UPON EVERY DWELLING-PLACE OF MOUNT ZION, AND UPON HER ASSEMBLIES, A CLOUD AND SMOKE BY DAY AND THE SHINING OF A FLAMING FIRE BY NIGHT; FOR UPON ALL THE GLORY OF ZION SHALL BE A DEFENCE. AND THERE SHALL BE A TABERNACLE FOR A SHADOW IN THE DAYTIME FROM THE HEAT, AND FOR A PLACE OF REFUGE, AND A COVERT FROM STORM AND FROM RAIN. AND THEN WILL I SING TO MY WELL-BELOVED A SONG OF MY BELOVED, TOUCHING HIS VINEYARD. MY WELL-BELOVED HATH A VINEYARD IN A VERY FRUITFUL HILL. AND HE FENCED IT, AND GATHERED OUT THE STONES THEREOF, AND PLANTED IT WITH THE CHOICEST VINE, AND BUILT A TOWER IN THE MIDST OF IT, AND ALSO MADE A WINE-PRESS THEREIN; AND HE LOOKED THAT IT SHOULD BRING FORTH GRAPES, AND IT BROUGHT FORTH WILD GRAPES. AND NOW, O INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM, AND MEN OF JUDAH, JUDGE, I PRAY YOU, BETWIXT ME AND MY VINEYARD. WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN DONE MORE TO MY VINEYARD THAT I HAVE NOT DONE IN IT? WHEREFORE, WHEN I LOOKED THAT IT SHOULD BRING FORTH GRAPES IT BROUGHT FORTH WILD GRAPES. AND NOW GO TO; I WILL TELL YOU WHAT I WILL DO TO MY VINEYARD—I WILL TAKE AWAY THE HEDGE THEREOF, AND IT SHALL BE EATEN UP; AND I WILL BREAK DOWN THE WALL THEREOF, AND IT SHALL BE TRODDEN DOWN; AND I WILL LAY IT WASTE; IT SHALL NOT BE PRUNED NOR DIGGED; BUT THERE SHALL COME UP BRIERS AND THORNS; I WILL ALSO COMMAND THE CLOUDS THAT THEY RAIN NO RAIN UPON IT. FOR THE VINEYARD OF THE LORD OF HOSTS IS THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND THE MEN OF JUDAH HIS PLEASANT PLANT; AND HE LOOKED FOR JUDGMENT, AND BEHOLD, OPPRESSION; FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT BEHOLD, A CRY. WO UNTO THEM THAT JOIN HOUSE TO HOUSE, TILL THERE CAN BE NO PLACE, THAT THEY MAY BE PLACED ALONE IN THE MIDST OF THE EARTH! IN MINE EARS, SAID THE LORD OF HOSTS, OF A TRUTH MANY HOUSES SHALL BE DESOLATE, AND GREAT AND FAIR CITIES WITHOUT INHABITANT. YEA, TEN ACRES OF VINEYARD SHALL YIELD ONE BATH, AND THE SEED OF A HOMER SHALL YIELD AN EPHAH. WO UNTO THEM THAT RISE UP EARLY IN THE MORNING, THAT THEY MAY FOLLOW STRONG DRINK, THAT CONTINUE UNTIL NIGHT, AND WINE INFLAME THEM! AND THE HARP, AND THE VIOL, THE TABRET, AND PIPE, AND WINE ARE IN THEIR FEASTS; BUT THEY REGARD NOT THE WORK OF THE LORD, NEITHER CONSIDER THE OPERATION OF HIS HANDS. THEREFORE, MY PEOPLE ARE GONE INTO CAPTIVITY, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE; AND THEIR HONORABLE MEN ARE FAMISHED, AND THEIR MULTITUDE DRIED UP WITH THIRST. THEREFORE, HELL HATH ENLARGED HERSELF, AND OPENED HER MOUTH WITHOUT MEASURE; AND THEIR GLORY, AND THEIR MULTITUDE, AND THEIR POMP, AND HE THAT REJOICETH, SHALL DESCEND INTO IT. AND THE MEAN MAN SHALL BE BROUGHT DOWN, AND THE MIGHTY MAN SHALL BE HUMBLED, AND THE EYES OF THE LOFTY SHALL BE HUMBLED. BUT THE LORD OF HOSTS SHALL BE EXALTED IN JUDGMENT, AND GOD THAT IS HOLY SHALL BE SANCTIFIED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. THEN SHALL THE LAMBS FEED AFTER THEIR MANNER, AND THE WASTE PLACES OF THE FAT ONES SHALL STRANGERS EAT. WO UNTO THEM THAT DRAW INIQUITY WITH CORDS OF VANITY, AND SIN AS IT WERE WITH A CART ROPE; THAT SAY: LET HIM MAKE SPEED, HASTEN HIS WORK, THAT WE MAY SEE IT; AND LET THE COUNSEL OF THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL DRAW NIGH AND COME, THAT WE MAY KNOW IT. WO UNTO THEM THAT CALL EVIL GOOD, AND GOOD EVIL, THAT PUT DARKNESS FOR LIGHT, AND LIGHT FOR DARKNESS, THAT PUT BITTER FOR SWEET, AND SWEET FOR BITTER! WO UNTO THE WISE IN THEIR OWN EYES AND PRUDENT IN THEIR OWN SIGHT! WO UNTO THE MIGHTY TO DRINK WINE, AND MEN OF STRENGTH TO MINGLE STRONG DRINK; WHO JUSTIFY THE WICKED FOR REWARD, AND TAKE AWAY THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE RIGHTEOUS FROM HIM! THEREFORE, AS THE FIRE DEVOURETH THE STUBBLE, AND THE FLAME CONSUMETH THE CHAFF, THEIR ROOT SHALL BE ROTTENNESS, AND THEIR BLOSSOMS SHALL GO UP AS DUST; BECAUSE THEY HAVE CAST AWAY THE LAW OF THE LORD OF HOSTS, AND DESPISED THE WORD OF THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL. THEREFORE, IS THE ANGER OF THE LORD KINDLED AGAINST HIS PEOPLE, AND HE HATH STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND AGAINST THEM, AND HATH SMITTEN THEM; AND THE HILLS DID TREMBLE, AND THEIR CARCASSES WERE TORN IN THE MIDST OF THE STREETS. FOR ALL THIS HIS ANGER IS NOT TURNED AWAY, BUT HIS HAND IS STRETCHED OUT STILL. AND HE WILL LIFT UP AN ENSIGN TO THE NATIONS FROM FAR, AND WILL HISS UNTO THEM FROM THE END OF THE EARTH; AND BEHOLD, THEY SHALL COME WITH SPEED SWIFTLY; NONE SHALL BE WEARY NOR STUMBLE AMONG THEM. NONE SHALL SLUMBER NOR SLEEP; NEITHER SHALL THE GIRDLE OF THEIR LOINS BE LOOSED, NOR THE LATCHET OF THEIR SHOES BE BROKEN; WHOSE ARROWS SHALL BE SHARP, AND ALL THEIR BOWS BENT, AND THEIR HORSES’ HOOFS SHALL BE COUNTED LIKE FLINT, AND THEIR WHEELS LIKE A WHIRLWIND, THEIR ROARING LIKE A LION. THEY SHALL ROAR LIKE YOUNG LIONS; YEA, THEY SHALL ROAR, AND LAY HOLD OF THE PREY, AND SHALL CARRY AWAY SAFE, AND NONE SHALL DELIVER. AND IN THAT DAY, THEY SHALL ROAR AGAINST THEM LIKE THE ROARING OF THE SEA; AND IF THEY LOOK UNTO THE LAND, BEHOLD, DARKNESS AND SORROW, AND THE LIGHT IS DARKENED IN THE HEAVENS THEREOF.
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IN THE YEAR THAT KING UZZIAH DIED, I SAW ALSO THE LORD SITTING UPON A THRONE, HIGH AND LIFTED UP, AND HIS TRAIN FILLED THE TEMPLE. ABOVE IT STOOD THE SERAPHIM; EACH ONE HAD SIX WINGS; WITH TWAIN HE COVERED HIS FACE, AND WITH TWAIN HE COVERED HIS FEET, AND WITH TWAIN HE DID FLY. AND ONE CRIED UNTO ANOTHER, AND SAID: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, IS THE LORD OF HOSTS; THE WHOLE EARTH IS FULL OF HIS GLORY. AND THE POSTS OF THE DOOR MOVED AT THE VOICE OF HIM THAT CRIED, AND THE HOUSE WAS FILLED WITH SMOKE. THEN SAID I: WO IS UNTO ME! FOR I AM UNDONE; BECAUSE I AM A MAN OF UNCLEAN LIPS; AND I DWELL IN THE MIDST OF A PEOPLE OF UNCLEAN LIPS; FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THE KING, THE LORD OF HOSTS. THEN FLEW ONE OF THE SERAPHIM UNTO ME, HAVING A LIVE COAL IN HIS HAND, WHICH HE HAD TAKEN WITH THE TONGS FROM OFF THE ALTAR; AND HE LAID IT UPON MY MOUTH, AND SAID: LO, THIS HAS TOUCHED THY LIPS; AND THINE INIQUITY IS TAKEN AWAY, AND THY SIN PURGED. ALSO, I HEARD THE VOICE OF THE LORD, SAYING: WHOM SHALL I SEND, AND WHO WILL GO FOR US? THEN I SAID: HERE AM I; SEND ME. AND HE SAID: GO AND TELL THIS PEOPLE—HEAR YE INDEED, BUT THEY UNDERSTOOD NOT; AND SEE YE INDEED, BUT THEY PERCEIVED NOT. MAKE THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE FAT, AND MAKE THEIR EARS HEAVY, AND SHUT THEIR EYES—LEST THEY SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE CONVERTED AND BE HEALED. THEN SAID I: LORD, HOW LONG? AND HE SAID: UNTIL THE CITIES BE WASTED WITHOUT INHABITANT, AND THE HOUSES WITHOUT MAN, AND THE LAND BE UTTERLY DESOLATE; AND THE LORD HAVE REMOVED MEN FAR AWAY, FOR THERE SHALL BE A GREAT FORSAKING IN THE MIDST OF THE LAND. BUT YET THERE SHALL BE A TENTH, AND THEY SHALL RETURN, AND SHALL BE EATEN, AS A TEIL TREE, AND AS AN OAK WHOSE SUBSTANCE IS IN THEM WHEN THEY CAST THEIR LEAVES; SO, THE HOLY SEED SHALL BE THE SUBSTANCE THEREOF. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE DAYS OF AHAZ THE SON OF JOTHAM, THE SON OF UZZIAH, KING OF JUDAH, THAT REZIN, KING OF SYRIA, AND PEKAH THE SON OF REMALIAH, KING OF ISRAEL, WENT UP TOWARD JERUSALEM TO WAR AGAINST IT, BUT COULD NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT. AND IT WAS TOLD THE HOUSE OF DAVID, SAYING: SYRIA IS CONFEDERATE WITH EPHRAIM. AND HIS HEART WAS MOVED, AND THE HEART OF HIS PEOPLE, AS THE TREES OF THE WOOD ARE MOVED WITH THE WIND. THEN SAID THE LORD UNTO ISAIAH: GO FORTH NOW TO MEET AHAZ, THOU AND SHEARJASHUB THY SON, AT THE END OF THE CONDUIT OF THE UPPER POOL IN THE HIGHWAY OF THE FULLER’S FIELD; AND SAY UNTO HIM: TAKE HEED, AND BE QUIET; FEAR NOT, NEITHER BE FAINT-HEARTED FOR THE TWO TAILS OF THESE SMOKING FIREBRANDS, FOR THE FIERCE ANGER OF REZIN WITH SYRIA, AND OF THE SON OF REMALIAH. BECAUSE SYRIA, EPHRAIM, AND THE SON OF REMALIAH, HAVE TAKEN EVIL COUNSEL AGAINST THEE, SAYING: LET US GO UP AGAINST JUDAH AND VEX IT, AND LET US MAKE A BREACH THEREIN FOR US, AND SET A KING IN THE MIDST OF IT, YEA, THE SON OF TABEAL. THUS, SAITH THE LORD GOD: IT SHALL NOT STAND, NEITHER SHALL IT COME TO PASS. FOR THE HEAD OF SYRIA IS DAMASCUS, AND THE HEAD OF DAMASCUS, REZIN; AND WITHIN THREESCORE AND FIVE YEARS SHALL EPHRAIM BE BROKEN THAT IT BE NOT A PEOPLE. AND THE HEAD OF EPHRAIM IS SAMARIA, AND THE HEAD OF SAMARIA IS REMALIAH’S SON. IF YE WILL NOT BELIEVE SURELY YE SHALL NOT BE ESTABLISHED. MOREOVER, THE LORD SPAKE AGAIN UNTO AHAZ, SAYING: ASK THEE A SIGN OF THE LORD THY GOD; ASK IT EITHER IN THE DEPTHS, OR IN THE HEIGHTS ABOVE. BUT AHAZ SAID: I WILL NOT ASK, NEITHER WILL I TEMPT THE LORD. AND HE SAID: HEAR YE NOW, O HOUSE OF DAVID; IS IT A SMALL THING FOR YOU TO WEARY MEN, BUT WILL YE WEARY MY GOD ALSO? THEREFORE, THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL GIVE YOU A SIGN—BEHOLD, A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE, AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL. BUTTER AND HONEY, SHALL HE EAT, THAT HE MAY KNOW TO REFUSE THE EVIL AND TO CHOOSE THE GOOD. FOR BEFORE THE CHILD SHALL KNOW TO REFUSE THE EVIL AND CHOOSE THE GOOD, THE LAND THAT THOU ABHORREST SHALL BE FORSAKEN OF BOTH HER KINGS. THE LORD SHALL BRING UPON THEE, AND UPON THY PEOPLE, AND UPON THY FATHER’S HOUSE, DAYS THAT HAVE NOT COME FROM THE DAY THAT EPHRAIM DEPARTED FROM JUDAH, THE KING OF ASSYRIA. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THAT DAY THAT THE LORD SHALL HISS FOR THE FLY THAT IS IN THE UTTERMOST PART OF EGYPT, AND FOR THE BEE THAT IS IN THE LAND OF ASSYRIA. AND THEY SHALL COME, AND SHALL REST ALL OF THEM IN THE DESOLATE VALLEYS, AND IN THE HOLES OF THE ROCKS, AND UPON ALL THORNS, AND UPON ALL BUSHES. IN THE SAME DAY SHALL THE LORD SHAVE WITH A RAZOR THAT IS HIRED, BY THEM BEYOND THE RIVER, BY THE KING OF ASSYRIA, THE HEAD, AND THE HAIR OF THE FEET; AND IT SHALL ALSO CONSUME THE BEARD. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THAT DAY, A MAN SHALL NOURISH A YOUNG COW AND TWO SHEEP; AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, FOR THE ABUNDANCE OF MILK THEY SHALL GIVE HE SHALL EAT BUTTER; FOR BUTTER AND HONEY SHALL EVERY ONE, EAT THAT IS LEFT IN THE LAND. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THAT DAY, EVERY PLACE SHALL BE, WHERE THERE WERE A THOUSAND VINES AT A THOUSAND SILVERLINGS, WHICH SHALL BE FOR BRIERS AND THORNS. WITH ARROWS AND WITH BOWS SHALL MEN COME THITHER, BECAUSE ALL THE LAND SHALL BECOME BRIERS AND THORNS. AND ALL HILLS THAT SHALL BE DIGGED WITH THE MATTOCK, THERE SHALL NOT COME THITHER THE FEAR OF BRIERS AND THORNS; BUT IT SHALL BE FOR THE SENDING FORTH OF OXEN, AND THE TREADING OF LESSER CATTLE. MOREOVER, THE WORD OF THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: TAKE THEE A GREAT ROLL, AND WRITE IN IT WITH A MAN’S PEN, CONCERNING MAHER-SHALAL-HASHBAZ. AND I TOOK UNTO ME FAITHFUL WITNESSES TO RECORD, URIAH THE PRIEST, AND ZECHARIAH THE SON OF JEBERECHIAH. AND I WENT UNTO THE PROPHETESS; AND SHE CONCEIVED AND BARE A SON. THEN SAID THE LORD TO ME: CALL HIS NAME, MAHER-SHALAL-HASH-BAZ. FOR BEHOLD, THE CHILD SHALL NOT HAVE KNOWLEDGE TO CRY, MY FATHER, AND MY MOTHER, BEFORE THE RICHES OF DAMASCUS AND THE SPOIL OF SAMARIA SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY BEFORE THE KING OF ASSYRIA. THE LORD SPAKE ALSO UNTO ME AGAIN, SAYING: FORASMUCH AS THIS PEOPLE REFUSETH THE WATERS OF SHILOAH THAT GO SOFTLY, AND REJOICE IN REZIN AND REMALIAH’S SON; NOW THEREFORE, BEHOLD, THE LORD BRINGETH UP UPON THEM THE WATERS OF THE RIVER, STRONG AND MANY, EVEN THE KING OF ASSYRIA AND ALL HIS GLORY; AND HE SHALL COME UP OVER ALL HIS CHANNELS, AND GO OVER ALL HIS BANKS. AND HE SHALL PASS THROUGH JUDAH; HE SHALL OVERFLOW AND GO OVER, HE SHALL REACH EVEN TO THE NECK; AND THE STRETCHING OUT OF HIS WINGS SHALL FILL THE BREADTH OF THY LAND, O IMMANUEL. ASSOCIATE YOURSELVES, O YE PEOPLE, AND YE SHALL BE BROKEN IN PIECES; AND GIVE EAR ALL YE OF FAR COUNTRIES; GIRD YOURSELVES, AND YE SHALL BE BROKEN IN PIECES; GIRD YOURSELVES, AND YE SHALL BE BROKEN IN PIECES. TAKE COUNSEL TOGETHER, AND IT SHALL COME TO NAUGHT; SPEAK THE WORD, AND IT SHALL NOT STAND; FOR GOD IS WITH US. FOR THE LORD SPAKE THUS TO ME WITH A STRONG HAND, AND INSTRUCTED ME THAT I SHOULD NOT WALK IN THE WAY OF THIS PEOPLE, SAYING: SAY YE NOT, A CONFEDERACY, TO ALL TO WHOM THIS PEOPLE SHALL SAY, A CONFEDERACY; NEITHER FEAR YE THEIR FEAR, NOR BE AFRAID. SANCTIFY THE LORD OF HOSTS HIMSELF, AND LET HIM BE YOUR FEAR, AND LET HIM BE YOUR DREAD. AND HE SHALL BE FOR A SANCTUARY; BUT FOR A STONE OF STUMBLING, AND FOR A ROCK OF OFFENSE TO BOTH THE HOUSES OF ISRAEL, FOR A GIN AND A SNARE TO THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM. AND MANY AMONG THEM SHALL STUMBLE AND FALL, AND BE BROKEN, AND BE SNARED, AND BE TAKEN. BIND UP THE TESTIMONY, SEAL THE LAW AMONG MY DISCIPLES. AND I WILL WAIT UPON THE LORD, THAT HIDETH HIS FACE FROM THE HOUSE OF JACOB, AND I WILL LOOK FOR HIM. BEHOLD, I AND THE CHILDREN WHOM THE LORD HATH GIVEN ME ARE FOR SIGNS AND FOR WONDERS IN ISRAEL FROM THE LORD OF HOSTS, WHICH DWELLETH IN MOUNT ZION. AND WHEN THEY SHALL SAY UNTO YOU: SEEK UNTO THEM THAT HAVE FAMILIAR SPIRITS, AND UNTO WIZARDS THAT PEEP AND MUTTER—SHOULD NOT A PEOPLE SEEK UNTO THEIR GOD FOR THE LIVING TO HEAR FROM THE DEAD? TO THE LAW AND TO THE TESTIMONY; AND IF THEY SPEAK NOT ACCORDING TO THIS WORD, IT IS BECAUSE THERE IS NO LIGHT IN THEM. AND THEY SHALL PASS THROUGH IT HARDLY BESTEAD AND HUNGRY; AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY SHALL BE HUNGRY, THEY SHALL FRET THEMSELVES, AND CURSE THEIR KING AND THEIR GOD, AND LOOK UPWARD. AND THEY SHALL LOOK UNTO THE EARTH AND BEHOLD TROUBLE, AND DARKNESS, DIMNESS OF ANGUISH, AND SHALL BE DRIVEN TO DARKNESS. NEVERTHELESS, THE DIMNESS SHALL NOT BE SUCH AS WAS IN HER VEXATION, WHEN AT FIRST, HE LIGHTLY AFFLICTED THE LAND OF ZEBULUN, AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, AND AFTERWARDS DID MORE GRIEVOUSLY AFFLICT BY THE WAY OF THE RED SEA BEYOND JORDAN IN GALILEE OF THE NATIONS. THE PEOPLE THAT WALKED IN DARKNESS HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT; THEY THAT DWELL IN THE LAND OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM HATH THE LIGHT SHINED. THOU HAST MULTIPLIED THE NATION, AND INCREASED THE JOY—THEY JOY BEFORE THEE ACCORDING TO THE JOY IN HARVEST, AND AS MEN REJOICE WHEN THEY DIVIDE THE SPOIL. FOR THOU HAST BROKEN THE YOKE OF HIS BURDEN, AND THE STAFF OF HIS SHOULDER, THE ROD OF HIS OPPRESSOR. FOR EVERY BATTLE OF THE WARRIOR IS WITH CONFUSED NOISE, AND GARMENTS ROLLED IN BLOOD; BUT THIS SHALL BE WITH BURNING AND FUEL OF FIRE. FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN, UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN; AND THE GOVERNMENT SHALL BE UPON HIS SHOULDER; AND HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED, WONDERFUL, COUNSELOR, THE MIGHTY GOD, THE EVERLASTING FATHER [STEPHEN], THE PRINCE OF PEACE. OF THE INCREASE OF GOVERNMENT AND PEACE THERE IS NO END, UPON THE THRONE OF DAVID, AND UPON HIS KINGDOM TO ORDER IT, AND TO ESTABLISH IT WITH JUDGMENT AND WITH JUSTICE FROM HENCEFORTH, EVEN FOREVER. THE ZEAL OF THE LORD OF HOSTS WILL PERFORM THIS. THE LORD SENT HIS WORD UNTO JACOB AND IT HATH LIGHTED UPON ISRAEL. AND ALL THE PEOPLE SHALL KNOW, EVEN EPHRAIM AND THE INHABITANTS OF SAMARIA, THAT SAY IN THE PRIDE AND STOUTNESS OF HEART: THE BRICKS ARE FALLEN DOWN, BUT WE WILL BUILD WITH HEWN STONES; THE SYCAMORES ARE CUT DOWN, BUT WE WILL CHANGE THEM INTO CEDARS. THEREFORE, THE LORD SHALL SET UP THE ADVERSARIES OF REZIN AGAINST HIM, AND JOIN HIS ENEMIES TOGETHER; THE SYRIANS BEFORE AND THE PHILISTINES BEHIND; AND THEY SHALL DEVOUR ISRAEL WITH OPEN MOUTH. FOR ALL THIS HIS ANGER IS NOT TURNED AWAY, BUT HIS HAND IS STRETCHED OUT STILL. FOR THE PEOPLE TURNETH NOT UNTO HIM THAT SMITETH THEM, NEITHER DO THEY SEEK THE LORD OF HOSTS. THEREFORE, WILL THE LORD CUT OFF FROM ISRAEL HEAD AND TAIL, BRANCH AND RUSH IN ONE DAY. THE ANCIENT, HE IS THE HEAD; AND THE PROPHET THAT TEACHETH LIES, HE IS THE TAIL. FOR THE LEADERS OF THIS PEOPLE CAUSE THEM TO ERR; AND THEY THAT ARE LED OF THEM ARE DESTROYED. THEREFORE, THE LORD SHALL HAVE NO JOY IN THEIR YOUNG MEN, NEITHER SHALL HAVE MERCY ON THEIR FATHERLESS AND WIDOWS; FOR EVERY ONE OF THEM IS A HYPOCRITE AND AN EVILDOER, AND EVERY MOUTH SPEAKETH FOLLY. FOR ALL THIS HIS ANGER IS NOT TURNED AWAY, BUT HIS HAND IS STRETCHED OUT STILL. FOR WICKEDNESS BURNETH AS THE FIRE; IT SHALL DEVOUR THE BRIERS AND THORNS, AND SHALL KINDLE IN THE THICKETS OF THE FORESTS, AND THEY SHALL MOUNT UP LIKE THE LIFTING UP OF SMOKE. THROUGH THE WRATH OF THE LORD OF HOSTS IS THE LAND DARKENED, AND THE PEOPLE SHALL BE AS THE FUEL OF THE FIRE; NO MAN SHALL SPARE HIS BROTHER. AND HE SHALL SNATCH ON THE RIGHT HAND AND BE HUNGRY; AND HE SHALL EAT ON THE LEFT HAND AND THEY SHALL NOT BE SATISFIED; THEY SHALL EAT EVERY MAN THE FLESH OF HIS OWN ARM—MANASSEH, EPHRAIM; AND EPHRAIM, MANASSEH; THEY TOGETHER SHALL BE AGAINST JUDAH. FOR ALL THIS HIS ANGER IS NOT TURNED AWAY, BUT HIS HAND IS STRETCHED OUT STILL. WO UNTO THEM THAT DECREE UNRIGHTEOUS DECREES, AND THAT WRITE GRIEVOUSNESS WHICH THEY HAVE PRESCRIBED; TO TURN AWAY THE NEEDY FROM JUDGMENT, AND TO TAKE AWAY THE RIGHT FROM THE POOR OF MY PEOPLE, THAT WIDOWS MAY BE THEIR PREY, AND THAT THEY MAY ROB THE FATHERLESS! AND WHAT WILL YE DO IN THE DAY OF VISITATION, AND IN THE DESOLATION, WHICH SHALL COME FROM FAR? TO WHOM WILL YE FLEE FOR HELP? AND WHERE WILL YE LEAVE YOUR GLORY? WITHOUT ME THEY SHALL BOW DOWN UNDER THE PRISONERS, AND THEY SHALL FALL UNDER THE SLAIN. FOR ALL THIS HIS ANGER IS NOT TURNED AWAY, BUT HIS HAND IS STRETCHED OUT STILL. O ASSYRIAN, THE ROD OF MINE ANGER, AND THE STAFF IN THEIR HAND IS THEIR INDIGNATION. I WILL SEND HIM AGAINST A HYPOCRITICAL NATION, AND AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF MY WRATH WILL I GIVE HIM A CHARGE TO TAKE THE SPOIL, AND TO TAKE THE PREY, AND TO TREAD THEM DOWN LIKE THE MIRE OF THE STREETS. HOWBEIT HE MEANETH NOT SO, NEITHER DOTH HIS HEART THINK SO; BUT IN HIS HEART IT IS TO DESTROY AND CUT OFF NATIONS NOT A FEW. FOR HE SAITH: ARE NOT MY PRINCES ALTOGETHER KINGS? IS NOT CALNO AS CARCHEMISH? IS NOT HAMATH AS ARPAD? IS NOT SAMARIA AS DAMASCUS? AS MY HAND HATH FOUNDED THE KINGDOMS OF THE IDOLS, AND WHOSE GRAVEN IMAGES DID EXCEL THEM OF JERUSALEM AND OF SAMARIA; SHALL I NOT, AS I HAVE DONE UNTO SAMARIA AND HER IDOLS, SO DO TO JERUSALEM AND TO HER IDOLS? WHEREFORE IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE LORD HATH PERFORMED HIS WHOLE WORK UPON MOUNT ZION AND UPON JERUSALEM, I WILL PUNISH THE FRUIT OF THE STOUT HEART OF THE KING OF ASSYRIA, AND THE GLORY OF HIS HIGH LOOKS. FOR HE SAITH: BY THE STRENGTH OF MY HAND AND BY MY WISDOM I HAVE DONE THESE THINGS; FOR I AM PRUDENT; AND I HAVE MOVED THE BORDERS OF THE PEOPLE, AND HAVE ROBBED THEIR TREASURES, AND I HAVE PUT DOWN THE INHABITANTS LIKE A VALIANT MAN; AND MY HAND HATH FOUND AS A NEST THE RICHES OF THE PEOPLE; AND AS ONE GATHERETH EGGS THAT ARE LEFT HAVE I GATHERED ALL THE EARTH; AND THERE WAS NONE THAT MOVED THE WING, OR OPENED THE MOUTH, OR PEEPED. SHALL THE AX BOAST ITSELF AGAINST HIM THAT HEWETH THEREWITH? SHALL THE SAW MAGNIFY ITSELF AGAINST HIM THAT SHAKETH IT? AS IF THE ROD SHOULD SHAKE ITSELF AGAINST THEM THAT LIFT IT UP, OR AS IF THE STAFF SHOULD LIFT UP ITSELF AS IF IT WERE NO WOOD! THEREFORE, SHALL THE LORD, THE LORD OF HOSTS, SEND AMONG HIS FAT ONES, LEANNESS; AND UNDER HIS GLORY HE SHALL KINDLE A BURNING LIKE THE BURNING OF A FIRE. AND THE LIGHT OF ISRAEL SHALL BE FOR A FIRE, AND HIS HOLY ONE FOR A FLAME, AND SHALL BURN AND SHALL DEVOUR HIS THORNS AND HIS BRIERS IN ONE DAY; AND SHALL CONSUME THE GLORY OF HIS FOREST, AND OF HIS FRUITFUL FIELD, BOTH SOUL AND BODY; AND THEY SHALL BE AS WHEN A STANDARD-BEARER FAINTETH. AND THE REST OF THE TREES OF HIS FOREST SHALL BE FEW, THAT A CHILD MAY WRITE THEM. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THAT DAY, THAT THE REMNANT OF ISRAEL, AND SUCH AS ARE ESCAPED OF THE HOUSE OF JACOB, SHALL NO MORE AGAIN STAY UPON HIM THAT SMOTE THEM, BUT SHALL STAY UPON THE LORD, THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, IN TRUTH. THE REMNANT SHALL RETURN, YEA, EVEN THE REMNANT OF JACOB, UNTO THE MIGHTY GOD. FOR THOUGH THY PEOPLE ISRAEL, BE AS THE SAND OF THE SEA, YET A REMNANT OF THEM SHALL RETURN; THE CONSUMPTION DECREED SHALL OVERFLOW WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR THE LORD GOD OF HOSTS SHALL MAKE A CONSUMPTION, EVEN DETERMINED IN ALL THE LAND. THEREFORE, THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD OF HOSTS: O MY PEOPLE THAT DWELLEST IN ZION, BE NOT AFRAID OF THE ASSYRIAN; HE SHALL SMITE THEE WITH A ROD, AND SHALL LIFT UP HIS STAFF AGAINST THEE, AFTER THE MANNER OF EGYPT. FOR YET A VERY LITTLE WHILE, AND THE INDIGNATION SHALL CEASE, AND MINE ANGER IN THEIR DESTRUCTION. AND THE LORD OF HOSTS SHALL STIR UP A SCOURGE FOR HIM ACCORDING TO THE SLAUGHTER OF MIDIAN AT THE ROCK OF OREB; AND AS HIS ROD WAS UPON THE SEA SO SHALL HE LIFT IT UP AFTER THE MANNER OF EGYPT. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THAT DAY THAT HIS BURDEN SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY FROM OFF THY SHOULDER, AND HIS YOKE FROM OFF THY NECK, AND THE YOKE SHALL BE DESTROYED BECAUSE OF THE ANOINTING. HE IS COME TO AIATH, HE IS PASSED TO MIGRON; AT MICHMASH HE HATH LAID UP HIS CARRIAGES. THEY ARE GONE OVER THE PASSAGE; THEY HAVE TAKEN UP THEIR LODGING AT GEBA; RAMATH IS AFRAID; GIBEAH OF SAUL IS FLED. LIFT UP THE VOICE, O DAUGHTER OF GALLIM; CAUSE IT TO BE HEARD UNTO LAISH, O POOR ANATHOTH. MADMENAH IS REMOVED; THE INHABITANTS OF GEBIM GATHER THEMSELVES TO FLEE. AS YET SHALL HE REMAIN AT NOB THAT DAY; HE SHALL SHAKE HIS HAND AGAINST THE MOUNT OF THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, THE HILL OF JERUSALEM. BEHOLD, THE LORD, THE LORD OF HOSTS SHALL LOP THE BOUGH WITH TERROR; AND THE HIGH ONES OF STATURE SHALL BE HEWN DOWN; AND THE HAUGHTY SHALL BE HUMBLED. AND HE SHALL CUT DOWN THE THICKETS OF THE FORESTS WITH IRON, AND LEBANON SHALL FALL BY A MIGHTY ONE. AND THERE SHALL COME FORTH A ROD OUT OF THE STEM OF JESSE, AND A BRANCH SHALL GROW OUT OF HIS ROOTS. AND THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD SHALL REST UPON HIM, THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND MIGHT, THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF THE FEAR OF THE LORD; AND SHALL MAKE HIM OF QUICK UNDERSTANDING IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD; AND HE SHALL NOT JUDGE AFTER THE SIGHT OF HIS EYES, NEITHER REPROVE AFTER THE HEARING OF HIS EARS. BUT WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL HE JUDGE THE POOR, AND REPROVE WITH EQUITY FOR THE MEEK OF THE EARTH; AND HE SHALL SMITE THE EARTH WITH THE ROD OF HIS MOUTH, AND WITH THE BREATH OF HIS LIPS SHALL HE SLAY THE WICKED. AND RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL BE THE GIRDLE OF HIS LOINS, AND FAITHFULNESS THE GIRDLE OF HIS REINS. THE WOLF ALSO SHALL DWELL WITH THE LAMB, AND THE LEOPARD SHALL LIE DOWN WITH THE KID, AND THE CALF AND THE YOUNG LION AND FATLING TOGETHER; AND A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM. AND THE COW AND THE BEAR SHALL FEED; THEIR YOUNG ONES SHALL LIE DOWN TOGETHER; AND THE LION SHALL EAT STRAW LIKE THE OX. AND THE SUCKING CHILD SHALL PLAY ON THE HOLE OF THE ASP, AND THE WEANED CHILD SHALL PUT HIS HAND ON THE COCKATRICE’S DEN. THEY SHALL NOT HURT NOR DESTROY IN ALL MY HOLY MOUNTAIN, FOR THE EARTH SHALL BE FULL OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD, AS THE WATERS COVER THE SEA. AND IN THAT DAY, THERE SHALL BE A ROOT OF JESSE, WHICH SHALL STAND FOR AN ENSIGN OF THE PEOPLE; TO IT SHALL THE GENTILES SEEK; AND HIS REST SHALL BE GLORIOUS. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THAT DAY THAT THE LORD SHALL SET HIS HAND AGAIN THE SECOND TIME TO RECOVER THE REMNANT OF HIS PEOPLE WHICH SHALL BE LEFT, FROM ASSYRIA, AND FROM EGYPT, AND FROM PATHROS, AND FROM CUSH, AND FROM ELAM, AND FROM SHINAR, AND FROM HAMATH, AND FROM THE ISLANDS OF THE SEA. AND HE SHALL SET UP AN ENSIGN FOR THE NATIONS, AND SHALL ASSEMBLE THE OUTCASTS OF ISRAEL, AND GATHER TOGETHER THE DISPERSED OF JUDAH FROM THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH. THE ENVY OF EPHRAIM ALSO SHALL DEPART, AND THE ADVERSARIES OF JUDAH SHALL BE CUT OFF; EPHRAIM SHALL NOT ENVY JUDAH, AND JUDAH SHALL NOT VEX EPHRAIM. BUT THEY SHALL FLY UPON THE SHOULDERS OF THE PHILISTINES TOWARDS THE WEST; THEY SHALL SPOIL THEM OF THE EAST TOGETHER; THEY SHALL LAY THEIR HAND UPON EDOM AND MOAB; AND THE CHILDREN OF AMMON SHALL OBEY THEM. AND THE LORD SHALL UTTERLY DESTROY THE TONGUE OF THE EGYPTIAN SEA; AND WITH HIS MIGHTY WIND HE SHALL SHAKE HIS HAND OVER THE RIVER, AND SHALL SMITE IT IN THE SEVEN STREAMS, AND MAKE MEN GO OVER DRY SHOD. AND THERE SHALL BE A HIGHWAY FOR THE REMNANT OF HIS PEOPLE WHICH SHALL BE LEFT, FROM ASSYRIA, LIKE AS IT WAS TO ISRAEL IN THE DAY THAT HE CAME UP OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT. AND IN THAT DAY, THOU SHALT SAY: O LORD, I WILL PRAISE THEE; THOUGH THOU WAST ANGRY WITH ME THINE ANGER IS TURNED AWAY, AND THOU COMFORTEDST ME. BEHOLD, GOD IS MY SALVATION; I WILL TRUST, AND NOT BE AFRAID; FOR THE LORD JEHOVAH IS MY STRENGTH AND MY SONG; HE ALSO HAS BECOME MY SALVATION. THEREFORE, WITH JOY SHALL YE DRAW WATER OUT OF THE WELLS OF SALVATION. AND IN THAT DAY SHALL YE SAY: PRAISE THE LORD, CALL UPON HIS NAME, DECLARE HIS DOINGS AMONG THE PEOPLE, MAKE MENTION THAT HIS NAME IS EXALTED. SING UNTO THE LORD; FOR HE HATH DONE EXCELLENT THINGS; THIS IS KNOWN IN ALL THE EARTH. CRY OUT AND SHOUT, THOU INHABITANT OF ZION; FOR GREAT IS THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL IN THE MIDST OF THEE.
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THE BURDEN OF BABYLON, WHICH ISAIAH THE SON OF AMOZ DID SEE. LIFT YE UP A BANNER UPON THE HIGH MOUNTAIN, EXALT THE VOICE UNTO THEM, SHAKE THE HAND, THAT THEY MAY GO INTO THE GATES OF THE NOBLES. I HAVE COMMANDED MY SANCTIFIED ONES, I HAVE ALSO CALLED MY MIGHTY ONES, FOR MINE ANGER IS NOT UPON THEM THAT REJOICE IN MY HIGHNESS. THE NOISE OF THE MULTITUDE IN THE MOUNTAINS LIKE AS OF A GREAT PEOPLE, A TUMULTUOUS NOISE OF THE KINGDOMS OF NATIONS GATHERED TOGETHER, THE LORD OF HOSTS MUSTERETH THE HOSTS OF THE BATTLE. THEY COME FROM A FAR COUNTRY, FROM THE END OF HEAVEN, YEA, THE LORD, AND THE WEAPONS OF HIS INDIGNATION, TO DESTROY THE WHOLE LAND. HOWL YE, FOR THE DAY OF THE LORD IS AT HAND; IT SHALL COME AS A DESTRUCTION FROM THE ALMIGHTY. THEREFORE, SHALL ALL HANDS BE FAINT, EVERY MAN’S HEART SHALL MELT; AND THEY SHALL BE AFRAID; PANGS AND SORROWS SHALL TAKE HOLD OF THEM; THEY SHALL BE AMAZED ONE AT ANOTHER; THEIR FACES SHALL BE AS FLAMES. BEHOLD, THE DAY OF THE LORD COMETH, CRUEL BOTH WITH WRATH AND FIERCE ANGER, TO LAY THE LAND DESOLATE; AND HE SHALL DESTROY THE SINNERS THEREOF OUT OF IT. FOR THE STARS OF HEAVEN AND THE CONSTELLATIONS THEREOF SHALL NOT GIVE THEIR LIGHT; THE SUN SHALL BE DARKENED IN HIS GOING FORTH, AND THE MOON SHALL NOT CAUSE HER LIGHT TO SHINE. AND I WILL PUNISH THE WORLD FOR EVIL, AND THE WICKED FOR THEIR INIQUITY; I WILL CAUSE THE ARROGANCY OF THE PROUD TO CEASE, AND WILL LAY DOWN THE HAUGHTINESS OF THE TERRIBLE. I WILL MAKE A MAN MORE PRECIOUS THAN FINE GOLD; EVEN A MAN THAN THE GOLDEN WEDGE OF OPHIR. THEREFORE, I WILL SHAKE THE HEAVENS, AND THE EARTH SHALL REMOVE OUT OF HER PLACE, IN THE WRATH OF THE LORD OF HOSTS, AND IN THE DAY OF HIS FIERCE ANGER. AND IT SHALL BE AS THE CHASED ROE, AND AS A SHEEP THAT NO MAN TAKETH UP; AND THEY SHALL EVERY MAN TURN TO HIS OWN PEOPLE, AND FLEE EVERY ONE INTO HIS OWN LAND. EVERY ONE THAT IS PROUD SHALL BE THRUST THROUGH; YEA, AND EVERY ONE THAT IS JOINED TO THE WICKED SHALL FALL BY THE SWORD. THEIR CHILDREN ALSO SHALL BE DASHED TO PIECES BEFORE THEIR EYES; THEIR HOUSES SHALL BE SPOILED AND THEIR WIVES RAVISHED. BEHOLD, I WILL STIR UP THE MEDES AGAINST THEM, WHICH SHALL NOT REGARD SILVER AND GOLD, NOR SHALL THEY DELIGHT IN IT. THEIR BOWS SHALL ALSO DASH THE YOUNG MEN TO PIECES; AND THEY SHALL HAVE NO PITY ON THE FRUIT OF THE WOMB; THEIR EYES SHALL NOT SPARE CHILDREN. AND BABYLON, THE GLORY OF KINGDOMS, THE BEAUTY OF THE CHALDEES’ EXCELLENCY, SHALL BE AS WHEN GOD OVERTHREW SODOM AND GOMORRAH. IT SHALL NEVER BE INHABITED, NEITHER SHALL IT BE DWELT IN FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION: NEITHER SHALL THE ARABIAN PITCH TENT THERE; NEITHER SHALL THE SHEPHERDS MAKE THEIR FOLD THERE. BUT WILD BEASTS OF THE DESERT SHALL LIE THERE; AND THEIR HOUSES SHALL BE FULL OF DOLEFUL CREATURES; AND OWLS SHALL DWELL THERE, AND SATYRS SHALL DANCE THERE. AND THE WILD BEASTS OF THE ISLANDS SHALL CRY IN THEIR DESOLATE HOUSES, AND DRAGONS IN THEIR PLEASANT PALACES; AND HER TIME IS NEAR TO COME, AND HER DAY SHALL NOT BE PROLONGED. FOR I WILL DESTROY HER SPEEDILY; YEA, FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL UNTO MY PEOPLE, BUT THE WICKED SHALL PERISH. FOR THE LORD WILL HAVE MERCY ON JACOB, AND WILL YET CHOOSE ISRAEL, AND SET THEM IN THEIR OWN LAND; AND THE STRANGERS SHALL BE JOINED WITH THEM, AND THEY SHALL CLEAVE TO THE HOUSE OF JACOB. AND THE PEOPLE SHALL TAKE THEM AND BRING THEM TO THEIR PLACE; YEA, FROM FAR UNTO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH; AND THEY SHALL RETURN TO THEIR LANDS OF PROMISE. AND THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL SHALL POSSESS THEM, AND THE LAND OF THE LORD SHALL BE FOR SERVANTS AND HANDMAIDS; AND THEY SHALL TAKE THEM CAPTIVES UNTO WHOM THEY WERE CAPTIVES; AND THEY SHALL RULE OVER THEIR OPPRESSORS. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THAT DAY THAT THE LORD SHALL GIVE THEE REST, FROM THY SORROW, AND FROM THY FEAR, AND FROM THE HARD BONDAGE WHEREIN THOU WAST MADE TO SERVE. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THAT DAY, THAT THOU SHALT TAKE UP THIS PROVERB AGAINST THE KING OF BABYLON, AND SAY: HOW HATH THE OPPRESSOR CEASED, THE GOLDEN CITY CEASED! THE LORD HATH BROKEN THE STAFF OF THE WICKED, THE SCEPTERS OF THE RULERS. HE WHO SMOTE THE PEOPLE IN WRATH WITH A CONTINUAL STROKE, HE THAT RULED THE NATIONS IN ANGER, IS PERSECUTED, AND NONE HINDERETH. THE WHOLE EARTH IS AT REST, AND IS QUIET; THEY BREAK FORTH INTO SINGING. YEA, THE FIR TREES REJOICE AT THEE, AND ALSO THE CEDARS OF LEBANON, SAYING: SINCE THOU ART LAID DOWN NO FELLER IS COME UP AGAINST US. HELL, FROM BENEATH IS MOVED FOR THEE TO MEET THEE AT THY COMING; IT STIRRETH UP THE DEAD FOR THEE, EVEN ALL THE CHIEF ONES OF THE EARTH; IT HATH RAISED UP FROM THEIR THRONES ALL THE KINGS OF THE NATIONS. ALL THEY SHALL SPEAK AND SAY UNTO THEE: ART THOU ALSO BECOME WEAK AS WE? ART, THOU BECOME LIKE UNTO US? THY POMP IS BROUGHT DOWN TO THE GRAVE; THE NOISE OF THY VIOLS IS NOT HEARD; THE WORM IS SPREAD UNDER THEE, AND THE WORMS COVER THEE. HOW ART THOU FALLEN FROM HEAVEN, O LUCIFER, SON OF THE MORNING! ART, THOU CUT DOWN TO THE GROUND, WHICH DID WEAKEN THE NATIONS! FOR THOU HAST SAID IN THY HEART: I WILL ASCEND INTO HEAVEN, I WILL EXALT MY THRONE ABOVE THE STARS OF GOD; I WILL SIT ALSO UPON THE MOUNT OF THE CONGREGATION, IN THE SIDES OF THE NORTH; I WILL ASCEND ABOVE THE HEIGHTS OF THE CLOUDS; I WILL BE LIKE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. YET THOU SHALT BE BROUGHT DOWN TO HELL, TO THE SIDES OF THE PIT. THEY THAT SEE THEE SHALL NARROWLY LOOK UPON THEE, AND SHALL CONSIDER THEE, AND SHALL SAY: IS THIS THE MAN THAT MADE THE EARTH TO TREMBLE, THAT DID SHAKE KINGDOMS? AND MADE THE WORLD AS A WILDERNESS, AND DESTROYED THE CITIES THEREOF, AND OPENED NOT THE HOUSE OF HIS PRISONERS? ALL THE KINGS OF THE NATIONS, YEA, ALL OF THEM, LIE IN GLORY, EVERY ONE OF THEM IN HIS OWN HOUSE. BUT THOU ART CAST OUT OF THY GRAVE LIKE AN ABOMINABLE BRANCH, AND THE REMNANT OF THOSE THAT ARE SLAIN, THRUST THROUGH WITH A SWORD, THAT GO DOWN TO THE STONES OF THE PIT; AS A CARCASS TRODDEN UNDER FEET. THOU SHALT NOT BE JOINED WITH THEM IN BURIAL, BECAUSE THOU HAST DESTROYED THY LAND AND SLAIN THY PEOPLE; THE SEED OF EVIL-DOERS SHALL NEVER BE RENOWNED. PREPARE SLAUGHTER FOR HIS CHILDREN FOR THE INIQUITIES OF THEIR FATHERS, THAT THEY DO NOT RISE, NOR POSSESS THE LAND, NOR FILL THE FACE OF THE WORLD WITH CITIES. FOR I WILL RISE UP AGAINST THEM, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, AND CUT OFF FROM BABYLON THE NAME, AND REMNANT, AND SON, AND NEPHEW, SAITH THE LORD. I WILL ALSO MAKE IT A POSSESSION FOR THE BITTERN, AND POOLS OF WATER; AND I WILL SWEEP IT WITH THE BESOM OF DESTRUCTION, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. THE LORD OF HOSTS HATH SWORN, SAYING: SURELY AS I HAVE THOUGHT, SO SHALL IT COME TO PASS; AND AS I HAVE PURPOSED, SO SHALL IT STAND—THAT I WILL BRING THE ASSYRIAN IN MY LAND, AND UPON MY MOUNTAINS TREAD HIM UNDER FOOT; THEN SHALL HIS YOKE DEPART FROM OFF THEM, AND HIS BURDEN DEPART FROM OFF THEIR SHOULDERS. THIS IS THE PURPOSE THAT IS PURPOSED UPON THE WHOLE EARTH; AND THIS IS THE HAND THAT IS STRETCHED OUT UPON ALL NATIONS. FOR THE LORD OF HOSTS HATH PURPOSED, AND WHO SHALL DISANNUL? AND HIS HAND IS STRETCHED OUT, AND WHO SHALL TURN IT BACK? IN THE YEAR THAT KING AHAZ DIED WAS THIS BURDEN. REJOICE NOT THOU, WHOLE PALESTINA, BECAUSE THE ROD OF HIM THAT SMOTE THEE IS BROKEN; FOR OUT OF THE SERPENT’S ROOT SHALL COME FORTH A COCKATRICE, AND HIS FRUIT SHALL BE A FIERY FLYING SERPENT. AND THE FIRSTBORN OF THE POOR SHALL FEED, AND THE NEEDY SHALL LIE DOWN IN SAFETY; AND I WILL KILL THY ROOT WITH FAMINE, AND HE SHALL SLAY THY REMNANT. HOWL, O GATE; CRY, O CITY; THOU, WHOLE PALESTINA, ART DISSOLVED; FOR THERE SHALL COME FROM THE NORTH A SMOKE, AND NONE SHALL BE ALONE IN HIS APPOINTED TIMES. WHAT SHALL THEN ANSWER THE MESSENGERS OF THE NATIONS? THAT THE LORD HATH FOUNDED ZION, AND THE POOR OF HIS PEOPLE SHALL TRUST IN IT.
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NOW I, NEPHI, DO SPEAK SOMEWHAT CONCERNING THE WORDS WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN, WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN BY THE MOUTH OF ISAIAH. FOR BEHOLD, ISAIAH SPAKE MANY THINGS WHICH WERE HARD FOR MANY OF MY PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND; FOR THEY KNOW NOT CONCERNING THE MANNER OF PROPHESYING AMONG THE JEWS. FOR I, NEPHI, HAVE NOT TAUGHT THEM MANY THINGS CONCERNING THE MANNER OF THE JEWS; FOR THEIR WORKS WERE WORKS OF DARKNESS, AND THEIR DOINGS WERE DOINGS OF ABOMINATIONS. WHEREFORE, I WRITE UNTO MY PEOPLE, UNTO ALL THOSE THAT SHALL RECEIVE HEREAFTER THESE THINGS WHICH I WRITE, THAT THEY MAY KNOW THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD, THAT THEY COME UPON ALL NATIONS, ACCORDING TO THE WORD WHICH HE HATH SPOKEN. WHEREFORE, HEARKEN, O MY PEOPLE, WHICH ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND GIVE EAR UNTO MY WORDS; FOR BECAUSE THE WORDS OF ISAIAH ARE NOT PLAIN UNTO YOU, NEVERTHELESS THEY ARE PLAIN UNTO ALL THOSE THAT ARE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY. BUT I GIVE UNTO YOU A PROPHECY, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT WHICH IS IN ME; WHEREFORE I SHALL PROPHESY ACCORDING TO THE PLAINNESS WHICH HATH BEEN WITH ME FROM THE TIME THAT I CAME OUT FROM JERUSALEM WITH MY FATHER; FOR BEHOLD, MY SOUL DELIGHTETH IN PLAINNESS UNTO MY PEOPLE, THAT THEY MAY LEARN. YEA, AND MY SOUL DELIGHTETH IN THE WORDS OF ISAIAH, FOR I CAME OUT FROM JERUSALEM, AND MINE EYES HATH BEHELD THE THINGS OF THE JEWS, AND I KNOW THAT THE JEWS DO UNDERSTAND THE THINGS OF THE PROPHETS, AND THERE IS NONE OTHER PEOPLE THAT UNDERSTAND THE THINGS WHICH WERE SPOKEN UNTO THE JEWS LIKE UNTO THEM, SAVE IT BE THAT THEY ARE TAUGHT AFTER THE MANNER OF THE THINGS OF THE JEWS. BUT BEHOLD, I, NEPHI, HAVE NOT TAUGHT MY CHILDREN AFTER THE MANNER OF THE JEWS; BUT BEHOLD, I, OF MYSELF, HAVE DWELT AT JERUSALEM, WHEREFORE I KNOW CONCERNING THE REGIONS ROUND ABOUT; AND I HAVE MADE MENTION UNTO MY CHILDREN CONCERNING THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD, WHICH HATH COME TO PASS AMONG THE JEWS, UNTO MY CHILDREN, ACCORDING TO ALL THAT WHICH ISAIAH HATH SPOKEN, AND I DO NOT WRITE THEM. BUT BEHOLD, I PROCEED WITH MINE OWN PROPHECY, ACCORDING TO MY PLAINNESS; IN THE WHICH I KNOW THAT NO MAN CAN ERR; NEVERTHELESS, IN THE DAYS THAT THE PROPHECIES OF ISAIAH SHALL BE FULFILLED MEN SHALL KNOW OF A SURETY, AT THE TIMES WHEN THEY SHALL COME TO PASS. WHEREFORE, THEY ARE OF WORTH UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND HE THAT SUPPOSETH THAT THEY ARE NOT, UNTO THEM WILL I SPEAK PARTICULARLY, AND CONFINE THE WORDS UNTO MINE OWN PEOPLE; FOR I KNOW THAT THEY SHALL BE OF GREAT WORTH UNTO THEM IN THE LAST DAYS; FOR IN THAT DAY SHALL THEY UNDERSTAND THEM; WHEREFORE, FOR THEIR GOOD HAVE I WRITTEN THEM. AND AS ONE GENERATION HATH BEEN DESTROYED AMONG THE JEWS BECAUSE OF INIQUITY, EVEN SO HAVE THEY BEEN DESTROYED FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION ACCORDING TO THEIR INIQUITIES; AND NEVER HATH ANY OF THEM BEEN DESTROYED SAVE IT WERE FORETOLD THEM BY THE PROPHETS OF THE LORD. WHEREFORE, IT HATH BEEN TOLD THEM CONCERNING THE DESTRUCTION WHICH SHOULD COME UPON THEM, IMMEDIATELY AFTER MY FATHER LEFT JERUSALEM; NEVERTHELESS, THEY HARDENED THEIR HEARTS; AND ACCORDING TO MY PROPHECY THEY HAVE BEEN DESTROYED, SAVE IT BE THOSE WHICH ARE CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE INTO BABYLON. AND NOW THIS I SPEAK BECAUSE OF THE SPIRIT WHICH IS IN ME. AND NOTWITHSTANDING THEY HAVE BEEN CARRIED AWAY THEY SHALL RETURN AGAIN, AND POSSESS THE LAND OF JERUSALEM; WHEREFORE, THEY SHALL BE RESTORED AGAIN TO THE LAND OF THEIR INHERITANCE. BUT, BEHOLD, THEY SHALL HAVE WARS, AND RUMORS OF WARS; AND WHEN THE DAY COMETH THAT THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], YEA, EVEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF HEAVEN AND OF EARTH, SHALL MANIFEST HIMSELF UNTO THEM IN THE FLESH, BEHOLD, THEY WILL REJECT HIM, BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITIES, AND THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS, AND THE STIFFNESS OF THEIR NECKS. BEHOLD, THEY WILL CRUCIFY HIM; AND AFTER HE IS LAID IN A SEPULCHRE FOR THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS HE SHALL RISE FROM THE DEAD, WITH HEALING IN HIS WINGS; AND ALL THOSE WHO SHALL BELIEVE ON HIS NAME SHALL BE SAVED IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD. WHEREFORE, MY SOUL DELIGHTETH TO PROPHESY CONCERNING HIM, FOR I HAVE SEEN HIS DAY, AND MY HEART DOTH MAGNIFY HIS HOLY NAME. AND BEHOLD IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT AFTER THE MESSIAH HATH RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND HATH MANIFESTED HIMSELF UNTO HIS PEOPLE, UNTO AS MANY AS WILL BELIEVE ON HIS NAME, BEHOLD, JERUSALEM SHALL BE DESTROYED AGAIN; FOR WO UNTO THEM THAT FIGHT AGAINST GOD AND THE PEOPLE OF HIS CHURCH. WHEREFORE, THE JEWS SHALL BE SCATTERED AMONG ALL NATIONS; YEA, AND ALSO BABYLON SHALL BE DESTROYED; WHEREFORE, THE JEWS SHALL BE SCATTERED BY OTHER NATIONS. AND AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN SCATTERED, AND THE LORD GOD HATH SCOURGED THEM BY OTHER NATIONS FOR THE SPACE OF MANY GENERATIONS, YEA, EVEN DOWN FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION UNTIL THEY SHALL BE PERSUADED TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, AND THE ATONEMENT, WHICH IS INFINITE FOR ALL MANKIND—AND WHEN THAT DAY SHALL COME THAT THEY SHALL BELIEVE IN CHRIST, AND WORSHIP THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WITH PURE HEARTS AND CLEAN HANDS, AND LOOK NOT FORWARD ANY MORE FOR ANOTHER MESSIAH, THEN, AT THAT TIME, THE DAY WILL COME THAT IT MUST NEEDS BE EXPEDIENT THAT THEY SHOULD BELIEVE THESE THINGS. AND THE LORD WILL SET HIS HAND AGAIN THE SECOND TIME TO RESTORE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR LOST AND FALLEN STATE. WHEREFORE, HE WILL PROCEED TO DO A MARVELOUS WORK AND A WONDER AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN. WHEREFORE, HE SHALL BRING FORTH HIS WORDS UNTO THEM, WHICH WORDS SHALL JUDGE THEM AT THE LAST DAY, FOR THEY SHALL BE GIVEN THEM FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONVINCING THEM OF THE TRUE MESSIAH, WHO WAS REJECTED BY THEM; AND UNTO THE CONVINCING OF THEM THAT THEY NEED NOT LOOK FORWARD ANY MORE FOR A MESSIAH TO COME, FOR THERE SHOULD NOT ANY COME, SAVE IT SHOULD BE A FALSE MESSIAH WHICH SHOULD DECEIVE THE PEOPLE; FOR THERE IS SAVE ONE MESSIAH SPOKEN OF BY THE PROPHETS, AND THAT MESSIAH IS HE WHO SHOULD BE REJECTED OF THE JEWS. FOR ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS, THE MESSIAH COMETH IN SIX HUNDRED YEARS FROM THE TIME THAT MY FATHER LEFT JERUSALEM; AND ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS, AND ALSO THE WORD OF THE ANGEL OF GOD, HIS NAME SHALL BE JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, I HAVE SPOKEN PLAINLY THAT YE CANNOT ERR. AND AS THE LORD GOD LIVETH THAT BROUGHT ISRAEL UP OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND GAVE UNTO MOSES POWER THAT HE SHOULD HEAL THE NATIONS AFTER THEY HAD BEEN BITTEN BY THE POISONOUS SERPENTS, IF THEY WOULD CAST THEIR EYES UNTO THE SERPENT WHICH HE DID RAISE UP BEFORE THEM, AND ALSO GAVE HIM POWER THAT HE SHOULD SMITE THE ROCK AND THE WATER SHOULD COME FORTH; YEA, BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT AS THESE THINGS ARE TRUE, AND AS THE LORD GOD LIVETH, THERE IS NONE OTHER NAME GIVEN UNDER HEAVEN SAVE IT BE THIS JESUS CHRIST, OF WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN, WHEREBY MAN CAN BE SAVED. WHEREFORE, FOR THIS CAUSE HATH THE LORD GOD PROMISED UNTO ME THAT THESE THINGS WHICH I WRITE SHALL BE KEPT AND PRESERVED, AND HANDED DOWN UNTO MY SEED, FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION, THAT THE PROMISE MAY BE FULFILLED UNTO JOSEPH, THAT HIS SEED SHOULD NEVER PERISH AS LONG AS THE EARTH SHOULD STAND. WHEREFORE, THESE THINGS SHALL GO FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION AS LONG AS THE EARTH SHALL STAND; AND THEY SHALL GO ACCORDING TO THE WILL AND PLEASURE OF GOD; AND THE NATIONS WHO SHALL POSSESS THEM SHALL BE JUDGED OF THEM ACCORDING TO THE WORDS WHICH ARE WRITTEN. FOR WE LABOR DILIGENTLY TO WRITE, TO PERSUADE OUR CHILDREN, AND ALSO OUR BRETHREN, TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST, AND TO BE RECONCILED TO GOD; FOR WE KNOW THAT IT IS BY GRACE THAT WE ARE SAVED, AFTER ALL WE CAN DO. AND, NOTWITHSTANDING WE BELIEVE IN CHRIST, WE KEEP THE LAW OF MOSES, AND LOOK FORWARD WITH STEADFASTNESS UNTO CHRIST, UNTIL THE LAW SHALL BE FULFILLED. FOR, FOR THIS END WAS THE LAW GIVEN; WHEREFORE THE LAW HATH BECOME DEAD UNTO US, AND WE ARE MADE ALIVE IN CHRIST BECAUSE OF OUR FAITH; YET WE KEEP THE LAW BECAUSE OF THE COMMANDMENTS. AND WE TALK OF CHRIST, WE REJOICE IN CHRIST, WE PREACH OF CHRIST, WE PROPHESY OF CHRIST, AND WE WRITE ACCORDING TO OUR PROPHECIES, THAT OUR CHILDREN MAY KNOW TO WHAT SOURCE THEY MAY LOOK FOR A REMISSION OF THEIR SINS. WHEREFORE, WE SPEAK CONCERNING THE LAW THAT OUR CHILDREN MAY KNOW THE DEADNESS OF THE LAW; AND THEY, BY KNOWING THE DEADNESS OF THE LAW, MAY LOOK FORWARD UNTO THAT LIFE WHICH IS IN CHRIST, AND KNOW FOR WHAT END THE LAW WAS GIVEN. AND AFTER THE LAW IS FULFILLED IN CHRIST, THAT THEY NEED NOT HARDEN THEIR HEARTS AGAINST HIM WHEN THE LAW OUGHT TO BE DONE AWAY. AND NOW BEHOLD, MY PEOPLE, YE ARE A STIFFNECKED PEOPLE; WHEREFORE, I HAVE SPOKEN PLAINLY UNTO YOU, THAT YE CANNOT MISUNDERSTAND. AND THE WORDS WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN SHALL STAND AS A TESTIMONY AGAINST YOU; FOR THEY ARE SUFFICIENT TO TEACH ANY MAN THE RIGHT WAY; FOR THE RIGHT WAY IS TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST AND DENY HIM NOT; FOR BY DENYING HIM YE ALSO DENY THE PROPHETS AND THE LAW. AND NOW BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT THE RIGHT WAY IS TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST, AND DENY HIM NOT; AND CHRIST IS THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL; WHEREFORE YE MUST BOW DOWN BEFORE HIM, AND WORSHIP HIM WITH ALL YOUR MIGHT, MIND, AND STRENGTH, AND YOUR WHOLE SOUL; AND IF YE DO THIS YE SHALL IN NOWISE BE CAST OUT. AND, INASMUCH AS IT SHALL BE EXPEDIENT, YE MUST KEEP THE PERFORMANCES AND ORDINANCES OF GOD UNTIL THE LAW SHALL BE FULFILLED WHICH WAS GIVEN UNTO MOSES. AND AFTER CHRIST SHALL HAVE RISEN FROM THE DEAD, HE SHALL SHOW HIMSELF UNTO YOU, MY CHILDREN, AND MY BELOVED BRETHREN; AND THE WORDS WHICH HE SHALL SPEAK UNTO YOU SHALL BE THE LAW WHICH YE SHALL DO. FOR BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT I HAVE BEHELD THAT MANY GENERATIONS SHALL PASS AWAY, AND THERE SHALL BE GREAT WARS AND CONTENTIONS AMONG MY PEOPLE. AND AFTER THE MESSIAH SHALL COME THERE SHALL BE SIGNS GIVEN UNTO MY PEOPLE OF HIS BIRTH, AND ALSO OF HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION; AND GREAT AND TERRIBLE SHALL THAT DAY BE UNTO THE WICKED, FOR THEY SHALL PERISH; AND THEY PERISH BECAUSE THEY CAST OUT THE PROPHETS, AND THE SAINTS, AND STONE THEM, AND SLAY THEM; WHEREFORE THE CRY OF THE BLOOD OF THE SAINTS SHALL ASCEND UP TO GOD FROM THE GROUND AGAINST THEM. WHEREFORE, ALL THOSE WHO ARE PROUD, AND THAT DO WICKEDLY, THE DAY THAT COMETH SHALL BURN THEM UP, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, FOR THEY SHALL BE AS STUBBLE. AND THEY THAT KILL THE PROPHETS, AND THE SAINTS, THE DEPTHS OF THE EARTH SHALL SWALLOW THEM UP, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS; AND MOUNTAINS SHALL COVER THEM, AND WHIRLWINDS SHALL CARRY THEM AWAY, AND BUILDINGS SHALL FALL UPON THEM AND CRUSH THEM TO PIECES AND GRIND THEM TO POWDER. AND THEY SHALL BE VISITED WITH THUNDERINGS, AND LIGHTNINGS, AND EARTHQUAKES, AND ALL MANNER OF DESTRUCTIONS, FOR THE FIRE OF THE ANGER OF THE LORD SHALL BE KINDLED AGAINST THEM, AND THEY SHALL BE AS STUBBLE, AND THE DAY THAT COMETH SHALL CONSUME THEM, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. O THE PAIN, AND THE ANGUISH OF MY SOUL FOR THE LOSS OF THE SLAIN OF MY PEOPLE! FOR I, NEPHI, HAVE SEEN IT, AND IT WELL NIGH CONSUMETH ME BEFORE THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD; BUT I MUST CRY UNTO MY GOD: THY WAYS ARE JUST. BUT BEHOLD, THE RIGHTEOUS THAT HEARKEN UNTO THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS, AND DESTROY THEM NOT, BUT LOOK FORWARD UNTO CHRIST WITH STEADFASTNESS FOR THE SIGNS WHICH ARE GIVEN, NOTWITHSTANDING ALL PERSECUTION—BEHOLD, THEY ARE THEY WHICH SHALL NOT PERISH. BUT THE SON OF RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL APPEAR UNTO THEM; AND HE SHALL HEAL THEM, AND THEY SHALL HAVE PEACE WITH HIM, UNTIL THREE GENERATIONS SHALL HAVE PASSED AWAY, AND MANY OF THE FOURTH GENERATION SHALL HAVE PASSED AWAY IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND WHEN THESE THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY A SPEEDY DESTRUCTION COMETH UNTO MY PEOPLE; FOR, NOTWITHSTANDING THE PAINS OF MY SOUL, I HAVE SEEN IT; WHEREFORE, I KNOW THAT IT SHALL COME TO PASS; AND THEY SELL THEMSELVES FOR NAUGHT; FOR, FOR THE REWARD OF THEIR PRIDE AND THEIR FOOLISHNESS THEY SHALL REAP DESTRUCTION; FOR BECAUSE THEY YIELD UNTO THE DEVIL AND CHOOSE WORKS OF DARKNESS RATHER THAN LIGHT, THEREFORE THEY MUST GO DOWN TO HELL. FOR THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WILL NOT ALWAYS STRIVE WITH MAN. AND WHEN THE SPIRIT CEASETH TO STRIVE WITH MAN THEN COMETH SPEEDY DESTRUCTION, AND THIS GRIEVETH MY SOUL. AND AS I SPAKE CONCERNING THE CONVINCING OF THE JEWS, THAT JESUS IS THE VERY CHRIST, IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT THE GENTILES BE CONVINCED ALSO THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE ETERNAL GOD; AND THAT HE MANIFESTETH HIMSELF UNTO ALL THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM, BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST; YEA, UNTO EVERY NATION, KINDRED, TONGUE, AND PEOPLE, WORKING MIGHTY MIRACLES, SIGNS, AND WONDERS, AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN ACCORDING TO THEIR FAITH. BUT BEHOLD, I PROPHESY UNTO YOU CONCERNING THE LAST DAYS; CONCERNING THE DAYS WHEN THE LORD GOD SHALL BRING THESE THINGS FORTH UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AFTER MY SEED AND THE SEED OF MY BRETHREN SHALL HAVE DWINDLED IN UNBELIEF, AND SHALL HAVE BEEN SMITTEN BY THE GENTILES; YEA, AFTER THE LORD GOD SHALL HAVE CAMPED AGAINST THEM ROUND ABOUT, AND SHALL HAVE LAID SIEGE AGAINST THEM WITH A MOUNT, AND RAISED FORTS AGAINST THEM; AND AFTER THEY SHALL HAVE BEEN BROUGHT DOWN LOW IN THE DUST, EVEN THAT THEY ARE NOT, YET THE WORDS OF THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE WRITTEN, AND THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL SHALL BE HEARD, AND ALL THOSE WHO HAVE DWINDLED IN UNBELIEF SHALL NOT BE FORGOTTEN. FOR THOSE WHO SHALL BE DESTROYED SHALL SPEAK UNTO THEM OUT OF THE GROUND, AND THEIR SPEECH SHALL BE LOW OUT OF THE DUST, AND THEIR VOICE SHALL BE AS ONE THAT HATH A FAMILIAR SPIRIT; FOR THE LORD GOD WILL GIVE UNTO HIM POWER, THAT HE MAY WHISPER CONCERNING THEM, EVEN AS IT WERE OUT OF THE GROUND; AND THEIR SPEECH SHALL WHISPER OUT OF THE DUST. FOR THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD: THEY SHALL WRITE THE THINGS WHICH SHALL BE DONE AMONG THEM, AND THEY SHALL BE WRITTEN AND SEALED UP IN A BOOK, AND THOSE WHO HAVE DWINDLED IN UNBELIEF SHALL NOT HAVE THEM, FOR THEY SEEK TO DESTROY THE THINGS OF GOD. WHEREFORE, AS THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN DESTROYED HAVE BEEN DESTROYED SPEEDILY; AND THE MULTITUDE OF THEIR TERRIBLE ONES SHALL BE AS CHAFF THAT PASSETH AWAY—YEA, THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD: IT SHALL BE AT AN INSTANT, SUDDENLY—AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT THOSE WHO HAVE DWINDLED IN UNBELIEF SHALL BE SMITTEN BY THE HAND OF THE GENTILES. AND THE GENTILES ARE LIFTED UP IN THE PRIDE OF THEIR EYES, AND HAVE STUMBLED, BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THEIR STUMBLING BLOCK, THAT THEY HAVE BUILT UP MANY CHURCHES; NEVERTHELESS, THEY PUT DOWN THE POWER AND MIRACLES OF GOD, AND PREACH UP UNTO THEMSELVES THEIR OWN WISDOM AND THEIR OWN LEARNING, THAT THEY MAY GET GAIN AND GRIND UPON THE FACE OF THE POOR. AND THERE ARE MANY CHURCHES BUILT UP WHICH CAUSE ENVYINGS, AND STRIFES, AND MALICE. AND THERE ARE ALSO SECRET COMBINATIONS, EVEN AS IN TIMES OF OLD, ACCORDING TO THE COMBINATIONS OF THE DEVIL, FOR HE IS THE FOUNDER OF ALL THESE THINGS; YEA, THE FOUNDER OF MURDER, AND WORKS OF DARKNESS; YEA, AND HE LEADETH THEM BY THE NECK WITH A FLAXEN CORD, UNTIL HE BINDETH THEM WITH HIS STRONG CORDS FOREVER. FOR BEHOLD, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT THE LORD GOD WORKETH NOT IN DARKNESS. HE DOETH NOT ANYTHING, SAVE IT BE FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE WORLD; FOR HE LOVETH THE WORLD, EVEN THAT HE LAYETH DOWN HIS OWN LIFE THAT HE MAY DRAW ALL MEN UNTO HIM. WHEREFORE, HE COMMANDETH NONE THAT THEY SHALL NOT PARTAKE OF HIS SALVATION. BEHOLD, DOTH HE, CRY UNTO ANY, SAYING: DEPART FROM ME? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY; BUT HE SAITH: COME UNTO ME ALL YE ENDS OF THE EARTH, BUY MILK AND HONEY, WITHOUT MONEY AND WITHOUT PRICE. BEHOLD, HATH HE COMMANDED ANY THAT THEY SHOULD DEPART OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUES, OR OUT OF THE HOUSES OF WORSHIP? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY. HATH HE COMMANDED ANY THAT THEY SHOULD NOT PARTAKE OF HIS SALVATION? BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY; BUT HE HATH GIVEN IT FREE FOR ALL MEN; AND HE HATH COMMANDED HIS PEOPLE THAT THEY SHOULD PERSUADE ALL MEN TO REPENTANCE. BEHOLD, HATH THE LORD COMMANDED ANY THAT THEY SHOULD NOT PARTAKE OF HIS GOODNESS? BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY; BUT ALL MEN ARE PRIVILEGED THE ONE LIKE UNTO THE OTHER, AND NONE ARE FORBIDDEN. HE COMMANDETH THAT THERE SHALL BE NO PRIESTCRAFTS; FOR, BEHOLD, PRIESTCRAFTS ARE THAT MEN PREACH AND SET THEMSELVES UP FOR A LIGHT UNTO THE WORLD, THAT THEY MAY GET GAIN AND PRAISE OF THE WORLD; BUT THEY SEEK NOT THE WELFARE OF ZION. BEHOLD, THE LORD HATH FORBIDDEN THIS THING; WHEREFORE, THE LORD GOD HATH GIVEN A COMMANDMENT THAT ALL MEN SHOULD HAVE CHARITY, WHICH CHARITY IS LOVE. AND EXCEPT THEY SHOULD HAVE CHARITY THEY WERE NOTHING. WHEREFORE, IF THEY SHOULD HAVE CHARITY, THEY WOULD NOT SUFFER THE LABORER IN ZION TO PERISH. BUT THE LABORER IN ZION SHALL LABOR FOR ZION; FOR IF THEY LABOR FOR MONEY THEY SHALL PERISH. AND AGAIN, THE LORD GOD HATH COMMANDED THAT MEN SHOULD NOT MURDER; THAT THEY SHOULD NOT LIE; THAT THEY SHOULD NOT STEAL; THAT THEY SHOULD NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE LORD THEIR GOD IN VAIN; THAT THEY SHOULD NOT ENVY; THAT THEY SHOULD NOT HAVE MALICE; THAT THEY SHOULD NOT CONTEND ONE WITH ANOTHER; THAT THEY SHOULD NOT COMMIT WHOREDOMS; AND THAT THEY SHOULD DO NONE OF THESE THINGS; FOR WHOSO DOETH THEM SHALL PERISH. FOR NONE OF THESE INIQUITIES COME OF THE LORD; FOR HE DOETH THAT WHICH IS GOOD AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN; AND HE DOETH NOTHING SAVE IT BE PLAIN UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN; AND HE INVITETH THEM ALL TO COME UNTO HIM AND PARTAKE OF HIS GOODNESS; AND HE DENIETH NONE THAT COME UNTO HIM, BLACK AND WHITE, BOND AND FREE, MALE AND FEMALE; AND HE REMEMBERETH THE HEATHEN; AND ALL ARE ALIKE UNTO GOD, BOTH JEW AND GENTILE. BUT, BEHOLD, IN THE LAST DAYS, OR IN THE DAYS OF THE GENTILES—YEA, BEHOLD ALL THE NATIONS OF THE GENTILES AND ALSO THE JEWS, BOTH THOSE WHO SHALL COME UPON THIS LAND AND THOSE WHO SHALL BE UPON OTHER LANDS, YEA, EVEN UPON ALL THE LANDS OF THE EARTH, BEHOLD, THEY WILL BE DRUNKEN WITH INIQUITY AND ALL MANNER OF ABOMINATIONS—AND WHEN THAT DAY SHALL COME THEY SHALL BE VISITED OF THE LORD OF HOSTS, WITH THUNDER AND WITH EARTHQUAKE, AND WITH A GREAT NOISE, AND WITH STORM, AND WITH TEMPEST, AND WITH THE FLAME OF DEVOURING FIRE. AND ALL THE NATIONS THAT FIGHT AGAINST ZION, AND THAT DISTRESS HER, SHALL BE AS A DREAM OF A NIGHT VISION; YEA, IT SHALL BE UNTO THEM, EVEN AS UNTO A HUNGRY MAN WHICH DREAMETH, AND BEHOLD HE EATETH BUT HE AWAKETH AND HIS SOUL IS EMPTY; OR LIKE UNTO A THIRSTY MAN WHICH DREAMETH, AND BEHOLD HE DRINKETH BUT HE AWAKETH AND BEHOLD HE IS FAINT, AND HIS SOUL HATH APPETITE; YEA, EVEN SO SHALL THE MULTITUDE OF ALL THE NATIONS BE THAT FIGHT AGAINST MOUNT ZION. FOR BEHOLD, ALL YE THAT DOETH INIQUITY, STAY YOURSELVES AND WONDER, FOR YE SHALL CRY OUT, AND CRY; YEA, YE SHALL BE DRUNKEN BUT NOT WITH WINE, YE SHALL STAGGER BUT NOT WITH STRONG DRINK. FOR BEHOLD, THE LORD HATH POURED OUT UPON YOU THE SPIRIT OF DEEP SLEEP. FOR BEHOLD, YE HAVE CLOSED YOUR EYES, AND YE HAVE REJECTED THE PROPHETS; AND YOUR RULERS, AND THE SEERS HATH HE COVERED BECAUSE OF YOUR INIQUITY. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT THE LORD GOD SHALL BRING FORTH UNTO YOU THE WORDS OF A BOOK, AND THEY SHALL BE THE WORDS OF THEM WHICH HAVE SLUMBERED. AND BEHOLD THE BOOK SHALL BE SEALED; AND IN THE BOOK SHALL BE A REVELATION FROM GOD, FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD TO THE ENDING THEREOF. WHEREFORE, BECAUSE OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEALED UP, THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEALED SHALL NOT BE DELIVERED IN THE DAY OF THE WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE PEOPLE. WHEREFORE THE BOOK SHALL BE KEPT FROM THEM. BUT THE BOOK SHALL BE DELIVERED UNTO A MAN, AND HE SHALL DELIVER THE WORDS OF THE BOOK, WHICH ARE THE WORDS OF THOSE WHO HAVE SLUMBERED IN THE DUST, AND HE SHALL DELIVER THESE WORDS UNTO ANOTHER; BUT THE WORDS WHICH ARE SEALED HE SHALL NOT DELIVER, NEITHER SHALL HE DELIVER THE BOOK. FOR THE BOOK SHALL BE SEALED BY THE POWER OF GOD, AND THE REVELATION WHICH WAS SEALED SHALL BE KEPT IN THE BOOK UNTIL THE OWN DUE TIME OF THE LORD, THAT THEY MAY COME FORTH; FOR BEHOLD, THEY REVEAL ALL THINGS FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD UNTO THE END THEREOF. AND THE DAY COMETH THAT THE WORDS OF THE BOOK WHICH WERE SEALED SHALL BE READ UPON THE HOUSE TOPS; AND THEY SHALL BE READ BY THE POWER OF CHRIST; AND ALL THINGS SHALL BE REVEALED UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN WHICH EVER HAVE BEEN AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND WHICH EVER WILL BE EVEN UNTO THE END OF THE EARTH. WHEREFORE, AT THAT DAY WHEN THE BOOK SHALL BE DELIVERED UNTO THE MAN OF WHOM I HAVE SPOKEN, THE BOOK SHALL BE HID FROM THE EYES OF THE WORLD, THAT THE EYES OF NONE SHALL BEHOLD IT SAVE IT BE THAT THREE WITNESSES SHALL BEHOLD IT, BY THE POWER OF GOD, BESIDES HIM TO WHOM THE BOOK SHALL BE DELIVERED; AND THEY SHALL TESTIFY TO THE TRUTH OF THE BOOK AND THE THINGS THEREIN. AND THERE IS NONE OTHER WHICH SHALL VIEW IT, SAVE IT BE A FEW ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD, TO BEAR TESTIMONY OF HIS WORD UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN; FOR THE LORD GOD HATH SAID THAT THE WORDS OF THE FAITHFUL SHOULD SPEAK AS IF IT WERE FROM THE DEAD. WHEREFORE, THE LORD GOD WILL PROCEED TO BRING FORTH THE WORDS OF THE BOOK; AND IN THE MOUTH OF AS MANY WITNESSES AS SEEMETH HIM GOOD WILL HE ESTABLISH HIS WORD; AND WO BE UNTO HIM THAT REJECTETH THE WORD OF GOD! BUT BEHOLD, IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT THE LORD GOD SHALL SAY UNTO HIM TO WHOM HE SHALL DELIVER THE BOOK: TAKE THESE WORDS WHICH ARE NOT SEALED AND DELIVER THEM TO ANOTHER, THAT HE MAY SHOW THEM UNTO THE LEARNED, SAYING: READ THIS, I PRAY THEE. AND THE LEARNED SHALL SAY: BRING HITHER THE BOOK, AND I WILL READ THEM. AND NOW, BECAUSE OF THE GLORY OF THE WORLD AND TO GET GAIN WILL THEY SAY THIS, AND NOT FOR THE GLORY OF GOD. AND THE MAN SHALL SAY: I CANNOT BRING THE BOOK, FOR IT IS SEALED. THEN SHALL THE LEARNED SAY: I CANNOT READ IT. WHEREFORE IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT THE LORD GOD WILL DELIVER AGAIN THE BOOK AND THE WORDS THEREOF TO HIM THAT IS NOT LEARNED; AND THE MAN THAT IS NOT LEARNED SHALL SAY: I AM NOT LEARNED. THEN SHALL THE LORD GOD SAY UNTO HIM: THE LEARNED SHALL NOT READ THEM, FOR THEY HAVE REJECTED THEM, AND I AM ABLE TO DO MINE OWN WORK; WHEREFORE THOU SHALT READ THE WORDS WHICH I SHALL GIVE UNTO THEE. TOUCH NOT THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEALED, FOR I WILL BRING THEM FORTH IN MINE OWN DUE TIME; FOR I WILL SHOW UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN THAT I AM ABLE TO DO MINE OWN WORK. WHEREFORE, WHEN THOU HAST READ THE WORDS WHICH I HAVE COMMANDED THEE, AND OBTAINED THE WITNESSES WHICH I HAVE PROMISED UNTO THEE, THEN SHALT THOU SEAL UP THE BOOK AGAIN, AND HIDE IT UP UNTO ME, THAT I MAY PRESERVE THE WORDS WHICH THOU HAST NOT READ, UNTIL I SHALL SEE FIT IN MINE OWN WISDOM TO REVEAL ALL THINGS UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN. FOR BEHOLD, I AM GOD; AND I AM A GOD OF MIRACLES; AND I WILL SHOW UNTO THE WORLD THAT I AM THE SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND FOREVER; AND I WORK NOT AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN SAVE IT BE ACCORDING TO THEIR FAITH. AND AGAIN IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT THE LORD SHALL SAY UNTO HIM THAT SHALL READ THE WORDS THAT SHALL BE DELIVERED HIM: FORASMUCH AS THIS PEOPLE DRAW NEAR UNTO ME WITH THEIR MOUTH, AND WITH THEIR LIPS DO HONOR ME, BUT HAVE REMOVED THEIR HEARTS FAR FROM ME, AND THEIR FEAR TOWARDS ME IS TAUGHT BY THE PRECEPTS OF MEN—THEREFORE, I WILL PROCEED TO DO A MARVELOUS WORK AMONG THIS PEOPLE, YEA, A MARVELOUS WORK AND A WONDER, FOR THE WISDOM OF THEIR WISE AND LEARNED SHALL PERISH, AND THE UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR PRUDENT SHALL BE HID. AND WO UNTO THEM THAT SEEK DEEP TO HIDE THEIR COUNSEL FROM THE LORD! AND THEIR WORKS ARE IN THE DARK; AND THEY SAY: WHO SEETH US, AND WHO KNOWETH US? AND THEY ALSO SAY: SURELY, YOUR TURNING OF THINGS UPSIDE DOWN SHALL BE ESTEEMED AS THE POTTER’S CLAY. BUT BEHOLD, I WILL SHOW UNTO THEM, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, THAT I KNOW ALL THEIR WORKS. FOR SHALL THE WORK SAY OF HIM THAT MADE IT, HE MADE ME NOT? OR SHALL THE THING FRAMED SAY OF HIM THAT FRAMED IT, HE HAD NO UNDERSTANDING? BUT BEHOLD, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS: I WILL SHOW UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN THAT IT IS YET A VERY LITTLE WHILE AND LEBANON SHALL BE TURNED INTO A FRUITFUL FIELD; AND THE FRUITFUL FIELD SHALL BE ESTEEMED AS A FOREST. AND IN THAT DAY SHALL THE DEAF HEAR THE WORDS OF THE BOOK, AND THE EYES OF THE BLIND SHALL SEE OUT OF OBSCURITY AND OUT OF DARKNESS. AND THE MEEK ALSO SHALL INCREASE, AND THEIR JOY SHALL BE IN THE LORD, AND THE POOR AMONG MEN SHALL REJOICE IN THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL. FOR ASSUREDLY AS THE LORD LIVETH THEY SHALL SEE THAT THE TERRIBLE ONE IS BROUGHT TO NAUGHT, AND THE SCORNER IS CONSUMED, AND ALL THAT WATCH FOR INIQUITY ARE CUT OFF; AND THEY THAT MAKE A MAN AN OFFENDER FOR A WORD, AND LAY A SNARE FOR HIM THAT REPROVETH IN THE GATE, AND TURN ASIDE THE JUST FOR A THING OF NAUGHT. THEREFORE, THUS SAITH THE LORD, WHO REDEEMED ABRAHAM, CONCERNING THE HOUSE OF JACOB: JACOB SHALL NOT NOW BE ASHAMED, NEITHER SHALL HIS FACE NOW WAX PALE. BUT WHEN HE SEETH HIS CHILDREN, THE WORK OF MY HANDS, IN THE MIDST OF HIM, THEY SHALL SANCTIFY MY NAME, AND SANCTIFY THE HOLY ONE OF JACOB, AND SHALL FEAR THE GOD OF ISRAEL. THEY ALSO THAT ERRED IN SPIRIT SHALL COME TO UNDERSTANDING, AND THEY THAT MURMURED SHALL LEARN DOCTRINE.
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AND NOW, BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU, ACCORDING AS THE SPIRIT HATH CONSTRAINED ME; WHEREFORE, I KNOW THAT THEY MUST SURELY COME TO PASS. AND THE THINGS WHICH SHALL BE WRITTEN OUT OF THE BOOK SHALL BE OF GREAT WORTH UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND ESPECIALLY UNTO OUR SEED, WHICH IS A REMNANT OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. FOR IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THAT DAY THAT THE CHURCHES WHICH ARE BUILT UP, AND NOT UNTO THE LORD, WHEN THE ONE SHALL SAY UNTO THE OTHER: BEHOLD, I, I AM THE LORD’S; AND THE OTHERS SHALL SAY: I, I AM THE LORD’S; AND THUS SHALL EVERY ONE SAY THAT HATH BUILT UP CHURCHES, AND NOT UNTO THE LORD—AND THEY SHALL CONTEND ONE WITH ANOTHER; AND THEIR PRIESTS SHALL CONTEND ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND THEY SHALL TEACH WITH THEIR LEARNING, AND DENY THE HOLY GHOST, WHICH GIVETH UTTERANCE. AND THEY DENY THE POWER OF GOD, THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL; AND THEY SAY UNTO THE PEOPLE: HEARKEN UNTO US, AND HEAR YE OUR PRECEPT; FOR BEHOLD THERE IS NO GOD TODAY, FOR THE LORD AND THE REDEEMER HATH DONE HIS WORK, AND HE HATH GIVEN HIS POWER UNTO MEN; BEHOLD, HEARKEN YE UNTO MY PRECEPT; IF THEY SHALL SAY THERE IS A MIRACLE WROUGHT BY THE HAND OF THE LORD, BELIEVE IT NOT; FOR THIS DAY HE IS NOT A GOD OF MIRACLES; HE HATH DONE HIS WORK. YEA, AND THERE SHALL BE MANY WHICH SHALL SAY: EAT, DRINK, AND BE MERRY, FOR TOMORROW WE DIE; AND IT SHALL BE WELL WITH US. AND THERE SHALL ALSO BE MANY WHICH SHALL SAY: EAT, DRINK, AND BE MERRY; NEVERTHELESS, FEAR GOD—HE WILL JUSTIFY IN COMMITTING A LITTLE SIN; YEA, LIE A LITTLE, TAKE THE ADVANTAGE OF ONE BECAUSE OF HIS WORDS, DIG A PIT FOR THY NEIGHBOR; THERE IS NO HARM IN THIS; AND DO ALL THESE THINGS, FOR TOMORROW WE DIE; AND IF IT SO BE THAT WE ARE GUILTY, GOD WILL BEAT US WITH A FEW STRIPES, AND AT LAST WE SHALL BE SAVED IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD. YEA, AND THERE SHALL BE MANY WHICH SHALL TEACH AFTER THIS MANNER, FALSE AND VAIN AND FOOLISH DOCTRINES, AND SHALL BE PUFFED UP IN THEIR HEARTS, AND SHALL SEEK DEEP TO HIDE THEIR COUNSELS FROM THE LORD; AND THEIR WORKS SHALL BE IN THE DARK. AND THE BLOOD OF THE SAINTS SHALL CRY FROM THE GROUND AGAINST THEM. YEA, THEY HAVE ALL GONE OUT OF THE WAY; THEY HAVE BECOME CORRUPTED. BECAUSE OF PRIDE, AND BECAUSE OF FALSE TEACHERS, AND FALSE DOCTRINE, THEIR CHURCHES HAVE BECOME CORRUPTED, AND THEIR CHURCHES ARE LIFTED UP; BECAUSE OF PRIDE THEY ARE PUFFED UP. THEY ROB THE POOR BECAUSE OF THEIR FINE SANCTUARIES; THEY ROB THE POOR BECAUSE OF THEIR FINE CLOTHING; AND THEY PERSECUTE THE MEEK AND THE POOR IN HEART, BECAUSE IN THEIR PRIDE THEY ARE PUFFED UP. THEY WEAR STIFF NECKS AND HIGH HEADS; YEA, AND BECAUSE OF PRIDE, AND WICKEDNESS, AND ABOMINATIONS, AND WHOREDOMS, THEY HAVE ALL GONE ASTRAY SAVE IT BE A FEW, WHO ARE THE HUMBLE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST; NEVERTHELESS, THEY ARE LED, THAT IN MANY INSTANCES THEY DO ERR BECAUSE THEY ARE TAUGHT BY THE PRECEPTS OF MEN. O THE WISE, AND THE LEARNED, AND THE RICH, THAT ARE PUFFED UP IN THE PRIDE OF THEIR HEARTS, AND ALL THOSE WHO PREACH FALSE DOCTRINES, AND ALL THOSE WHO COMMIT WHOREDOMS, AND PERVERT THE RIGHT WAY OF THE LORD, WO, WO, WO BE UNTO THEM, SAITH THE LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, FOR THEY SHALL BE THRUST DOWN TO HELL! WO UNTO THEM THAT TURN ASIDE THE JUST FOR A THING OF NAUGHT AND REVILE AGAINST THAT WHICH IS GOOD, AND SAY THAT IT IS OF NO WORTH! FOR THE DAY SHALL COME THAT THE LORD GOD WILL SPEEDILY VISIT THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH; AND IN THAT DAY THAT THEY ARE FULLY RIPE IN INIQUITY THEY SHALL PERISH. BUT BEHOLD, IF THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH SHALL REPENT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS THEY SHALL NOT BE DESTROYED, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. BUT BEHOLD, THAT GREAT AND ABOMINABLE CHURCH, THE WHORE OF ALL THE EARTH, MUST TUMBLE TO THE EARTH, AND GREAT MUST BE THE FALL THEREOF. FOR THE KINGDOM OF THE DEVIL MUST SHAKE, AND THEY WHICH BELONG TO IT MUST NEEDS BE STIRRED UP UNTO REPENTANCE, OR THE DEVIL WILL GRASP THEM WITH HIS EVERLASTING CHAINS, AND THEY BE STIRRED UP TO ANGER, AND PERISH; FOR BEHOLD, AT THAT DAY SHALL HE RAGE IN THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND STIR THEM UP TO ANGER AGAINST THAT WHICH IS GOOD. AND OTHERS WILL HE PACIFY, AND LULL THEM AWAY INTO CARNAL SECURITY, THAT THEY WILL SAY: ALL IS WELL IN ZION; YEA, ZION PROSPERETH, ALL IS WELL— AND THUS THE DEVIL CHEATETH THEIR SOULS, AND LEADETH THEM AWAY CAREFULLY DOWN TO HELL. AND BEHOLD, OTHERS HE FLATTERETH AWAY, AND TELLETH THEM THERE IS NO HELL; AND HE SAITH UNTO THEM: I AM NO DEVIL, FOR THERE IS NONE—AND THUS HE WHISPERETH IN THEIR EARS, UNTIL HE GRASPS THEM WITH HIS AWFUL CHAINS, FROM WHENCE THERE IS NO DELIVERANCE. YEA, THEY ARE GRASPED WITH DEATH, AND HELL; AND DEATH, AND HELL, AND THE DEVIL, AND ALL THAT HAVE BEEN SEIZED THEREWITH MUST STAND BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD, AND BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS, FROM WHENCE THEY MUST GO INTO THE PLACE PREPARED FOR THEM, EVEN A LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE, WHICH IS ENDLESS TORMENT. THEREFORE, WO BE UNTO HIM THAT IS AT EASE IN ZION! WO BE UNTO HIM THAT CRIETH: ALL IS WELL! YEA, WO BE UNTO HIM THAT HEARKENETH UNTO THE PRECEPTS OF MEN, AND DENIETH THE POWER OF GOD, AND THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST! YEA, WO BE UNTO HIM THAT SAITH: WE HAVE RECEIVED, AND WE NEED NO MORE! AND IN FINE, WO UNTO ALL THOSE WHO TREMBLE, AND ARE ANGRY BECAUSE OF THE TRUTH OF GOD! FOR BEHOLD, HE THAT IS BUILT UPON THE ROCK RECEIVETH IT WITH GLADNESS; AND HE THAT IS BUILT UPON A SANDY FOUNDATION TREMBLETH LEST HE SHALL FALL. WO BE UNTO HIM THAT SHALL SAY: WE HAVE RECEIVED THE WORD OF GOD, AND WE NEED NO MORE OF THE WORD OF GOD, FOR WE HAVE ENOUGH! FOR BEHOLD, THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD: I WILL GIVE UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN LINE UPON LINE, PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT, HERE A LITTLE AND THERE A LITTLE; AND BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HEARKEN UNTO MY PRECEPTS, AND LEND AN EAR UNTO MY COUNSEL, FOR THEY SHALL LEARN WISDOM; FOR UNTO HIM THAT RECEIVETH I WILL GIVE MORE; AND FROM THEM THAT SHALL SAY, WE HAVE ENOUGH, FROM THEM SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY EVEN THAT WHICH THEY HAVE. CURSED IS HE THAT PUTTETH HIS TRUST IN MAN, OR MAKETH FLESH HIS ARM, OR SHALL HEARKEN UNTO THE PRECEPTS OF MEN, SAVE THEIR PRECEPTS SHALL BE GIVEN BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST. WO BE UNTO THE GENTILES, SAITH THE LORD GOD OF HOSTS! FOR NOTWITHSTANDING I SHALL LENGTHEN OUT MINE ARM UNTO THEM FROM DAY TO DAY, THEY WILL DENY ME; NEVERTHELESS, I WILL BE MERCIFUL UNTO THEM, SAITH THE LORD GOD, IF THEY WILL REPENT AND COME UNTO ME; FOR MINE ARM IS LENGTHENED OUT ALL THE DAY LONG, SAITH THE LORD GOD OF HOSTS. BUT BEHOLD, THERE SHALL BE MANY—AT THAT DAY WHEN I SHALL PROCEED TO DO A MARVELOUS WORK AMONG THEM, THAT I MAY REMEMBER MY COVENANTS WHICH I HAVE MADE UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, THAT I MAY SET MY HAND AGAIN THE SECOND TIME TO RECOVER MY PEOPLE, WHICH ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; AND ALSO, THAT I MAY REMEMBER THE PROMISES WHICH I HAVE MADE UNTO THEE, NEPHI, AND ALSO UNTO THY FATHER, THAT I WOULD REMEMBER YOUR SEED; AND THAT THE WORDS OF YOUR SEED SHOULD PROCEED FORTH OUT OF MY MOUTH UNTO YOUR SEED; AND MY WORDS SHALL HISS FORTH UNTO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, FOR A STANDARD UNTO MY PEOPLE, WHICH ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; AND BECAUSE MY WORDS SHALL HISS FORTH—MANY OF THE GENTILES SHALL SAY: A BIBLE! A BIBLE! WE HAVE GOT A BIBLE, AND THERE CANNOT BE ANY MORE BIBLE. BUT THUS, SAITH THE LORD GOD: O FOOLS, THEY SHALL HAVE A BIBLE; AND IT SHALL PROCEED FORTH FROM THE JEWS, MINE ANCIENT COVENANT PEOPLE. AND WHAT THANK THEY THE JEWS FOR THE BIBLE WHICH THEY RECEIVE FROM THEM? YEA, WHAT DO THE GENTILES MEAN? DO THEY REMEMBER THE TRAVAILS, AND THE LABORS, AND THE PAINS OF THE JEWS, AND THEIR DILIGENCE UNTO ME, IN BRINGING FORTH SALVATION UNTO THE GENTILES? O YE GENTILES, HAVE YE REMEMBERED THE JEWS, MINE ANCIENT COVENANT PEOPLE? NAY; BUT YE HAVE CURSED THEM, AND HAVE HATED THEM, AND HAVE NOT SOUGHT TO RECOVER THEM. BUT BEHOLD, I WILL RETURN ALL THESE THINGS UPON YOUR OWN HEADS; FOR I THE LORD HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN MY PEOPLE. THOU FOOL, THAT SHALL SAY: A BIBLE, WE HAVE GOT A BIBLE, AND WE NEED NO MORE BIBLE. HAVE YE OBTAINED A BIBLE SAVE IT WERE BY THE JEWS? KNOW YE NOT THAT THERE ARE MORE NATIONS THAN ONE? KNOW YE NOT THAT I, THE LORD YOUR GOD, HAVE CREATED ALL MEN, AND THAT I REMEMBER THOSE WHO ARE UPON THE ISLES OF THE SEA; AND THAT I RULE IN THE HEAVENS ABOVE AND IN THE EARTH BENEATH; AND I BRING FORTH MY WORD UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, YEA, EVEN UPON ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH? WHEREFORE MURMUR YE, BECAUSE THAT YE SHALL RECEIVE MORE OF MY WORD? KNOW YE NOT THAT THE TESTIMONY OF TWO NATIONS IS A WITNESS UNTO YOU THAT I AM GOD, THAT I REMEMBER ONE NATION LIKE UNTO ANOTHER? WHEREFORE, I SPEAK THE SAME WORDS UNTO ONE NATION LIKE UNTO ANOTHER. AND WHEN THE TWO NATIONS SHALL RUN TOGETHER THE TESTIMONY OF THE TWO NATIONS SHALL RUN TOGETHER ALSO. AND I DO THIS THAT I MAY PROVE UNTO MANY THAT I AM THE SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND FOREVER; AND THAT I SPEAK FORTH MY WORDS ACCORDING TO MINE OWN PLEASURE. AND BECAUSE THAT I HAVE SPOKEN ONE-WORD YE NEED NOT SUPPOSE THAT I CANNOT SPEAK ANOTHER; FOR MY WORK IS NOT YET FINISHED; NEITHER SHALL IT BE UNTIL THE END OF MAN, NEITHER FROM THAT TIME HENCEFORTH AND FOREVER. WHEREFORE, BECAUSE THAT YE HAVE A BIBLE YE NEED NOT SUPPOSE THAT IT CONTAINS ALL MY WORDS; NEITHER NEED YE SUPPOSE THAT I HAVE NOT CAUSED MORE TO BE WRITTEN. FOR I COMMAND ALL MEN, BOTH IN THE EAST AND IN THE WEST, AND IN THE NORTH, AND IN THE SOUTH, AND IN THE ISLANDS OF THE SEA, THAT THEY SHALL WRITE THE WORDS WHICH I SPEAK UNTO THEM; FOR OUT OF THE BOOKS WHICH SHALL BE WRITTEN I WILL JUDGE THE WORLD, EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS, ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN. FOR BEHOLD, I SHALL SPEAK UNTO THE JEWS AND THEY SHALL WRITE IT; AND I SHALL ALSO SPEAK UNTO THE NEPHITES AND THEY SHALL WRITE IT; AND I SHALL ALSO SPEAK UNTO THE OTHER TRIBES OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, WHICH I HAVE LED AWAY, AND THEY SHALL WRITE IT; AND I SHALL ALSO SPEAK UNTO ALL NATIONS OF THE EARTH AND THEY SHALL WRITE IT. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT THE JEWS SHALL HAVE THE WORDS OF THE NEPHITES, AND THE NEPHITES SHALL HAVE THE WORDS OF THE JEWS; AND THE NEPHITES AND THE JEWS SHALL HAVE THE WORDS OF THE LOST TRIBES OF ISRAEL; AND THE LOST TRIBES OF ISRAEL SHALL HAVE THE WORDS OF THE NEPHITES AND THE JEWS. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT MY PEOPLE, WHICH ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, SHALL BE GATHERED HOME UNTO THE LANDS OF THEIR POSSESSIONS; AND MY WORD ALSO SHALL BE GATHERED IN ONE. AND I WILL SHOW UNTO THEM THAT FIGHT AGAINST MY WORD AND AGAINST MY PEOPLE, WHO ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, THAT I AM GOD, AND THAT I COVENANTED WITH ABRAHAM THAT I WOULD REMEMBER HIS SEED FOREVER. AND NOW BEHOLD, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I WOULD SPEAK UNTO YOU; FOR I, NEPHI, WOULD NOT SUFFER THAT YE SHOULD SUPPOSE THAT YE ARE MORE RIGHTEOUS THAN THE GENTILES SHALL BE. FOR BEHOLD, EXCEPT YE SHALL KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD YE SHALL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH; AND BECAUSE OF THE WORDS WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN YE NEED NOT SUPPOSE THAT THE GENTILES ARE UTTERLY DESTROYED. FOR BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT AS MANY OF THE GENTILES AS WILL REPENT ARE THE COVENANT PEOPLE OF THE LORD; AND AS MANY OF THE JEWS AS WILL NOT REPENT SHALL BE CAST OFF; FOR THE LORD COVENANTETH WITH NONE SAVE IT BE WITH THEM THAT REPENT AND BELIEVE IN HIS SON, WHO IS THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL. AND NOW, I WOULD PROPHESY SOMEWHAT MORE CONCERNING THE JEWS AND THE GENTILES. FOR AFTER THE BOOK OF WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN SHALL COME FORTH, AND BE WRITTEN UNTO THE GENTILES, AND SEALED UP AGAIN UNTO THE LORD, THERE SHALL BE MANY WHICH SHALL BELIEVE THE WORDS WHICH ARE WRITTEN; AND THEY SHALL CARRY THEM FORTH UNTO THE REMNANT OF OUR SEED. AND THEN SHALL THE REMNANT OF OUR SEED KNOW CONCERNING US, HOW THAT WE CAME OUT FROM JERUSALEM, AND THAT THEY ARE DESCENDANTS OF THE JEWS. AND THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST SHALL BE DECLARED AMONG THEM; WHEREFORE, THEY SHALL BE RESTORED UNTO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR FATHERS, AND ALSO TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST, WHICH WAS HAD AMONG THEIR FATHERS. AND THEN SHALL THEY REJOICE; FOR THEY SHALL KNOW THAT IT IS A BLESSING UNTO THEM FROM THE HAND OF GOD; AND THEIR SCALES OF DARKNESS SHALL BEGIN TO FALL FROM THEIR EYES; AND MANY GENERATIONS SHALL NOT PASS AWAY AMONG THEM, SAVE THEY SHALL BE A PURE AND A DELIGHTSOME PEOPLE. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT THE JEWS WHICH ARE SCATTERED ALSO SHALL BEGIN TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST; AND THEY SHALL BEGIN TO GATHER IN UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND; AND AS MANY AS SHALL BELIEVE IN CHRIST SHALL ALSO BECOME A DELIGHTSOME PEOPLE. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT THE LORD GOD SHALL COMMENCE HIS WORK AMONG ALL NATIONS, KINDREDS, TONGUES, AND PEOPLE, TO BRING ABOUT THE RESTORATION OF HIS PEOPLE UPON THE EARTH. AND WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL THE LORD GOD JUDGE THE POOR, AND REPROVE WITH EQUITY FOR THE MEEK OF THE EARTH. AND HE SHALL SMITE THE EARTH WITH THE ROD OF HIS MOUTH; AND WITH THE BREATH OF HIS LIPS SHALL HE SLAY THE WICKED. FOR THE TIME SPEEDILY COMETH THAT THE LORD GOD SHALL CAUSE A GREAT DIVISION AMONG THE PEOPLE, AND THE WICKED WILL HE DESTROY; AND HE WILL SPARE HIS PEOPLE, YEA, EVEN IF IT SO BE THAT HE MUST DESTROY THE WICKED BY FIRE. AND RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL BE THE GIRDLE OF HIS LOINS, AND FAITHFULNESS THE GIRDLE OF HIS REINS. AND THEN SHALL THE WOLF DWELL WITH THE LAMB; AND THE LEOPARD SHALL LIE DOWN WITH THE KID, AND THE CALF, AND THE YOUNG LION, AND THE FATLING, TOGETHER; AND A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM. AND THE COW AND THE BEAR SHALL FEED; THEIR YOUNG ONES SHALL LIE DOWN TOGETHER; AND THE LION SHALL EAT STRAW LIKE THE OX. AND THE SUCKING CHILD SHALL PLAY ON THE HOLE OF THE ASP, AND THE WEANED CHILD SHALL PUT HIS HAND ON THE COCKATRICE’S DEN. THEY SHALL NOT HURT NOR DESTROY IN ALL MY HOLY MOUNTAIN; FOR THE EARTH SHALL BE FULL OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD AS THE WATERS COVER THE SEA. WHEREFORE, THE THINGS OF ALL NATIONS SHALL BE MADE KNOWN; YEA, ALL THINGS SHALL BE MADE KNOWN UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN. THERE IS NOTHING WHICH IS SECRET SAVE IT SHALL BE REVEALED; THERE IS NO WORK OF DARKNESS SAVE IT SHALL BE MADE MANIFEST IN THE LIGHT; AND THERE IS NOTHING WHICH IS SEALED UPON THE EARTH SAVE IT SHALL BE LOOSED. WHEREFORE, ALL THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN REVEALED UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN SHALL AT THAT DAY BE REVEALED; AND SATAN SHALL HAVE POWER OVER THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN NO MORE, FOR A LONG TIME. AND NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I MAKE AN END OF MY SAYINGS.
2 NEPHI 13
AND NOW I, NEPHI, MAKE AN END OF MY PROPHESYING UNTO YOU, MY BELOVED BRETHREN. AND I CANNOT WRITE BUT A FEW THINGS, WHICH I KNOW MUST SURELY COME TO PASS; NEITHER CAN I WRITE BUT A FEW OF THE WORDS OF MY BROTHER JACOB. WHEREFORE, THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN SUFFICETH ME, SAVE IT BE A FEW WORDS WHICH I MUST SPEAK CONCERNING THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST; WHEREFORE, I SHALL SPEAK UNTO YOU PLAINLY, ACCORDING TO THE PLAINNESS OF MY PROPHESYING. FOR MY SOUL DELIGHTETH IN PLAINNESS; FOR AFTER THIS MANNER DOTH THE LORD GOD WORK AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN. FOR THE LORD GOD GIVETH LIGHT UNTO THE UNDERSTANDING; FOR HE SPEAKETH UNTO MEN ACCORDING TO THEIR LANGUAGE, UNTO THEIR UNDERSTANDING. WHEREFORE, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER THAT I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU CONCERNING THAT PROPHET WHICH THE LORD SHOWED UNTO ME, THAT SHOULD BAPTIZE THE LAMB OF GOD, WHICH SHOULD TAKE AWAY THE SINS OF THE WORLD. AND NOW, IF THE LAMB OF GOD, HE BEING HOLY, SHOULD HAVE NEED TO BE BAPTIZED BY WATER, TO FULFIL ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS, O THEN, HOW MUCH MORE NEED HAVE WE, BEING UNHOLY, TO BE BAPTIZED, YEA, EVEN BY WATER! AND NOW, I WOULD ASK OF YOU, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, WHEREIN THE LAMB OF GOD DID FULFIL ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS IN BEING BAPTIZED BY WATER? KNOW YE NOT THAT HE WAS HOLY? BUT NOTWITHSTANDING HE BEING HOLY, HE SHOWETH UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN THAT, ACCORDING TO THE FLESH HE HUMBLETH HIMSELF BEFORE THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND WITNESSETH UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THAT HE WOULD BE OBEDIENT UNTO HIM IN KEEPING HIS COMMANDMENTS. WHEREFORE, AFTER HE WAS BAPTIZED WITH WATER THE HOLY GHOST DESCENDED UPON HIM IN THE FORM OF A DOVE. AND AGAIN, IT SHOWETH UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN THE STRAITNESS OF THE PATH, AND THE NARROWNESS OF THE GATE, BY WHICH THEY SHOULD ENTER, HE HAVING SET THE EXAMPLE BEFORE THEM. AND HE SAID UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN: FOLLOW THOU ME. WHEREFORE, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, CAN WE FOLLOW JESUS SAVE WE SHALL BE WILLING TO KEEP THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]? AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SAID: REPENT YE, REPENT YE, AND BE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF MY BELOVED SON. AND ALSO, THE VOICE OF THE SON CAME UNTO ME, SAYING: HE THAT IS BAPTIZED IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], TO HIM WILL THE FATHER [STEPHEN] GIVE THE HOLY GHOST, LIKE UNTO ME; WHEREFORE, FOLLOW ME, AND DO THE THINGS WHICH YE HAVE SEEN ME DO. WHEREFORE, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I KNOW THAT IF YE SHALL FOLLOW THE SON, WITH FULL PURPOSE OF HEART, ACTING NO HYPOCRISY AND NO DECEPTION BEFORE GOD, BUT WITH REAL INTENT, REPENTING OF YOUR SINS, WITNESSING UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THAT YE ARE WILLING TO TAKE UPON YOU THE NAME OF CHRIST, BY BAPTISM—YEA, BY FOLLOWING YOUR LORD AND YOUR SAVIOR DOWN INTO THE WATER, ACCORDING TO HIS WORD, BEHOLD, THEN SHALL YE RECEIVE THE HOLY GHOST; YEA, THEN COMETH THE BAPTISM OF FIRE AND OF THE HOLY GHOST; AND THEN CAN YE SPEAK WITH THE TONGUE OF ANGELS, AND SHOUT PRAISES UNTO THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL. BUT, BEHOLD, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, THUS CAME THE VOICE OF THE SON UNTO ME, SAYING: AFTER YE HAVE REPENTED OF YOUR SINS, AND WITNESSED UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THAT YE ARE WILLING TO KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, BY THE BAPTISM OF WATER, AND HAVE RECEIVED THE BAPTISM OF FIRE AND OF THE HOLY GHOST, AND CAN SPEAK WITH A NEW TONGUE, YEA, EVEN WITH THE TONGUE OF ANGELS, AND AFTER THIS SHOULD DENY ME, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER FOR YOU THAT YE HAD NOT KNOWN ME. AND I HEARD A VOICE FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN], SAYING: YEA, THE WORDS OF MY BELOVED ARE TRUE AND FAITHFUL. HE THAT ENDURETH TO THE END, THE SAME SHALL BE SAVED. AND NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I KNOW BY THIS THAT UNLESS A MAN SHALL ENDURE TO THE END, IN FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD, HE CANNOT BE SAVED. WHEREFORE, DO THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE TOLD YOU I HAVE SEEN THAT YOUR LORD AND YOUR REDEEMER SHOULD DO; FOR, FOR THIS CAUSE HAVE THEY BEEN SHOWN UNTO ME, THAT YE MIGHT KNOW THE GATE BY WHICH YE SHOULD ENTER. FOR THE GATE BY WHICH YE SHOULD ENTER IS REPENTANCE AND BAPTISM BY WATER; AND THEN COMETH A REMISSION OF YOUR SINS BY FIRE AND BY THE HOLY GHOST. AND THEN ARE YE IN THIS STRAIT AND NARROW PATH WHICH LEADS TO ETERNAL LIFE; YEA, YE HAVE ENTERED IN BY THE GATE; YE HAVE DONE ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS]; AND YE HAVE RECEIVED THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN], WHICH WITNESSES OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON, UNTO THE FULFILLING OF THE PROMISE WHICH HE HATH MADE, THAT IF YE ENTERED IN BY THE WAY YE SHOULD RECEIVE. AND NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, AFTER YE HAVE GOTTEN INTO THIS STRAIT AND NARROW PATH, I WOULD ASK IF ALL IS DONE? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY; FOR YE HAVE NOT COME THUS FAR SAVE IT WERE BY THE WORD OF CHRIST WITH UNSHAKEN FAITH IN HIM, RELYING WHOLLY UPON THE MERITS OF HIM WHO IS MIGHTY TO SAVE. WHEREFORE, YE MUST PRESS FORWARD WITH A STEADFASTNESS IN CHRIST, HAVING A PERFECT BRIGHTNESS OF HOPE, AND A LOVE OF GOD AND OF ALL MEN. WHEREFORE, IF YE SHALL PRESS FORWARD, FEASTING UPON THE WORD OF CHRIST, AND ENDURE TO THE END, BEHOLD, THUS SAITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN]: YE SHALL HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. AND NOW, BEHOLD, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, THIS IS THE WAY; AND THERE IS NONE OTHER WAY NOR NAME GIVEN UNDER HEAVEN WHEREBY MAN CAN BE SAVED IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND NOW, BEHOLD, THIS IS THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST, AND THE ONLY AND TRUE DOCTRINE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND OF THE SON [JESUS], AND OF THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN], WHICH IS ONE GOD [YAHWEH], WITHOUT END. AMEN.
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AND NOW, BEHOLD, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I SUPPOSE THAT YE PONDER SOMEWHAT IN YOUR HEARTS CONCERNING THAT WHICH YE SHOULD DO AFTER YE HAVE ENTERED IN BY THE WAY. BUT, BEHOLD, WHY DO YE PONDER THESE THINGS IN YOUR HEARTS? DO YE NOT REMEMBER THAT I SAID UNTO YOU THAT AFTER YE HAD RECEIVED THE HOLY GHOST YE COULD SPEAK WITH THE TONGUE OF ANGELS? AND NOW, HOW COULD YE SPEAK WITH THE TONGUE OF ANGELS SAVE IT WERE BY THE HOLY GHOST? ANGELS SPEAK BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST; WHEREFORE, THEY SPEAK THE WORDS OF CHRIST. WHEREFORE, I SAID UNTO YOU, FEAST UPON THE WORDS OF CHRIST; FOR BEHOLD, THE WORDS OF CHRIST WILL TELL YOU ALL THINGS WHAT YE SHOULD DO. WHEREFORE, NOW AFTER I HAVE SPOKEN THESE WORDS, IF YE CANNOT UNDERSTAND THEM IT WILL BE BECAUSE YE ASK NOT, NEITHER DO YE KNOCK; WHEREFORE, YE ARE NOT BROUGHT INTO THE LIGHT, BUT MUST PERISH IN THE DARK. FOR BEHOLD, AGAIN I SAY UNTO YOU THAT IF YE WILL ENTER IN BY THE WAY, AND RECEIVE THE HOLY GHOST, IT WILL SHOW UNTO YOU ALL THINGS WHAT YE SHOULD DO. BEHOLD, THIS IS THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST, AND THERE WILL BE NO MORE DOCTRINE GIVEN UNTIL AFTER HE SHALL MANIFEST HIMSELF UNTO YOU IN THE FLESH. AND WHEN HE SHALL MANIFEST HIMSELF UNTO YOU IN THE FLESH, THE THINGS WHICH HE SHALL SAY UNTO YOU SHALL YE OBSERVE TO DO. AND NOW I, NEPHI, CANNOT SAY MORE; THE SPIRIT STOPPETH MINE UTTERANCE, AND I AM LEFT TO MOURN BECAUSE OF THE UNBELIEF, AND THE WICKEDNESS, AND THE IGNORANCE, AND THE STIFFNECKEDNESS OF MEN; FOR THEY WILL NOT SEARCH KNOWLEDGE, NOR UNDERSTAND GREAT KNOWLEDGE, WHEN IT IS GIVEN UNTO THEM IN PLAINNESS, EVEN AS PLAIN AS WORD CAN BE. AND NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I PERCEIVE THAT YE PONDER STILL IN YOUR HEARTS; AND IT GRIEVETH ME THAT I MUST SPEAK CONCERNING THIS THING. FOR IF YE WOULD HEARKEN UNTO THE SPIRIT WHICH TEACHETH A MAN TO PRAY, YE WOULD KNOW THAT YE MUST PRAY; FOR THE EVIL SPIRIT TEACHETH NOT A MAN TO PRAY, BUT TEACHETH HIM THAT HE MUST NOT PRAY. BUT BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT YE MUST PRAY ALWAYS, AND NOT FAINT; THAT YE MUST NOT PERFORM ANY THING UNTO THE LORD SAVE IN THE FIRST PLACE YE SHALL PRAY UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE NAME OF CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THAT HE WILL CONSECRATE THY PERFORMANCE UNTO THEE, THAT THY PERFORMANCE MAY BE FOR THE WELFARE OF THY SOUL.
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AND NOW I, NEPHI, CANNOT WRITE ALL THE THINGS WHICH WERE TAUGHT AMONG MY PEOPLE; NEITHER AM I MIGHTY IN WRITING, LIKE UNTO SPEAKING; FOR WHEN A MAN SPEAKETH BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST CARRIETH IT UNTO THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN. BUT BEHOLD, THERE ARE MANY THAT HARDEN THEIR HEARTS AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT, THAT IT HATH NO PLACE IN THEM; WHEREFORE, THEY CAST MANY THINGS AWAY WHICH ARE WRITTEN AND ESTEEM THEM AS THINGS OF NAUGHT. BUT I, NEPHI, HAVE WRITTEN WHAT I HAVE WRITTEN, AND I ESTEEM IT AS OF GREAT WORTH, AND ESPECIALLY UNTO MY PEOPLE. FOR I PRAY CONTINUALLY FOR THEM BY DAY, AND MINE EYES WATER MY PILLOW BY NIGHT, BECAUSE OF THEM; AND I CRY UNTO MY GOD IN FAITH, AND I KNOW THAT HE WILL HEAR MY CRY. AND I KNOW THAT THE LORD GOD WILL CONSECRATE MY PRAYERS FOR THE GAIN OF MY PEOPLE. AND THE WORDS WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN IN WEAKNESS WILL BE MADE STRONG UNTO THEM; FOR IT PERSUADETH THEM TO DO GOOD; IT MAKETH KNOWN UNTO THEM OF THEIR FATHERS; AND IT SPEAKETH OF JESUS, AND PERSUADETH THEM TO BELIEVE IN HIM, AND TO ENDURE TO THE END, WHICH IS LIFE ETERNAL. AND IT SPEAKETH HARSHLY AGAINST SIN, ACCORDING TO THE PLAINNESS OF THE TRUTH; WHEREFORE, NO MAN WILL BE ANGRY AT THE WORDS WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN SAVE HE SHALL BE OF THE SPIRIT OF THE DEVIL. I GLORY IN PLAINNESS; I GLORY IN TRUTH; I GLORY IN MY JESUS, FOR HE HATH REDEEMED MY SOUL FROM HELL. I HAVE CHARITY FOR MY PEOPLE, AND GREAT FAITH IN CHRIST THAT I SHALL MEET MANY SOULS SPOTLESS AT HIS JUDGMENTSEAT. I HAVE CHARITY FOR THE JEW—I SAY JEW, BECAUSE I MEAN THEM FROM WHENCE, I CAME. I ALSO HAVE CHARITY FOR THE GENTILES. BUT BEHOLD, FOR NONE OF THESE CAN I HOPE EXCEPT THEY SHALL BE RECONCILED UNTO CHRIST, AND ENTER INTO THE NARROW GATE, AND WALK IN THE STRAIT PATH WHICH LEADS TO LIFE, AND CONTINUE IN THE PATH UNTIL THE END OF THE DAY OF PROBATION. AND NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, AND ALSO JEW, AND ALL YE ENDS OF THE EARTH, HEARKEN UNTO THESE WORDS AND BELIEVE IN CHRIST; AND IF YE BELIEVE NOT IN THESE WORDS BELIEVE IN CHRIST. AND IF YE SHALL BELIEVE IN CHRIST YE WILL BELIEVE IN THESE WORDS, FOR THEY ARE THE WORDS OF CHRIST, AND HE HATH GIVEN THEM UNTO ME; AND THEY TEACH ALL MEN THAT THEY SHOULD DO GOOD. AND IF THEY ARE NOT THE WORDS OF CHRIST, JUDGE YE—FOR CHRIST WILL SHOW UNTO YOU, WITH POWER AND GREAT GLORY, THAT THEY ARE HIS WORDS, AT THE LAST DAY; AND YOU AND I SHALL STAND FACE TO FACE BEFORE HIS BAR; AND YE SHALL KNOW THAT I HAVE BEEN COMMANDED OF HIM TO WRITE THESE THINGS, NOTWITHSTANDING MY WEAKNESS. AND I PRAY THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE NAME OF CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT MANY OF US, IF NOT ALL, MAY BE SAVED IN HIS KINGDOM AT THAT GREAT AND LAST DAY. AND NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, ALL THOSE WHO ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND ALL YE ENDS OF THE EARTH, I SPEAK UNTO YOU AS THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING FROM THE DUST: FAREWELL UNTIL THAT GREAT DAY SHALL COME. AND YOU THAT WILL NOT PARTAKE OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD, AND RESPECT THE WORDS OF THE JEWS, AND ALSO MY WORDS, AND THE WORDS WHICH SHALL PROCEED FORTH OUT OF THE MOUTH OF THE LAMB OF GOD, BEHOLD, I BID YOU AN EVERLASTING FAREWELL, FOR THESE WORDS SHALL CONDEMN YOU AT THE LAST DAY. FOR WHAT I SEAL ON EARTH, SHALL BE BROUGHT AGAINST YOU AT THE JUDGMENT BAR; FOR THUS HATH THE LORD COMMANDED ME, AND I MUST OBEY. AMEN.
THE BOOK OF JACOB 
JACOB 1
FOR BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT FIFTY AND FIVE YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY FROM THE TIME THAT LEHI LEFT JERUSALEM; WHEREFORE, NEPHI GAVE ME, JACOB, A COMMANDMENT CONCERNING THE SMALL PLATES, UPON WHICH THESE THINGS ARE ENGRAVEN. AND HE GAVE ME, JACOB, A COMMANDMENT THAT I SHOULD WRITE UPON THESE PLATES A FEW OF THE THINGS WHICH I CONSIDERED TO BE MOST PRECIOUS; THAT I SHOULD NOT TOUCH, SAVE IT WERE LIGHTLY, CONCERNING THE HISTORY OF THIS PEOPLE WHICH ARE CALLED THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. FOR HE SAID THAT THE HISTORY OF HIS PEOPLE SHOULD BE ENGRAVEN UPON HIS OTHER PLATES, AND THAT I SHOULD PRESERVE THESE PLATES AND HAND THEM DOWN UNTO MY SEED, FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION. AND IF THERE WERE PREACHING WHICH WAS SACRED, OR REVELATION WHICH WAS GREAT, OR PROPHESYING, THAT I SHOULD ENGRAVEN THE HEADS OF THEM UPON THESE PLATES, AND TOUCH UPON THEM AS MUCH AS IT WERE POSSIBLE, FOR CHRIST’S SAKE, AND FOR THE SAKE OF OUR PEOPLE. FOR BECAUSE OF FAITH AND GREAT ANXIETY, IT TRULY HAD BEEN MADE MANIFEST UNTO US CONCERNING OUR PEOPLE, WHAT THINGS SHOULD HAPPEN UNTO THEM. AND WE ALSO HAD MANY REVELATIONS, AND THE SPIRIT OF MUCH PROPHECY; WHEREFORE, WE KNEW OF CHRIST AND HIS KINGDOM, WHICH SHOULD COME. WHEREFORE WE LABORED DILIGENTLY AMONG OUR PEOPLE, THAT WE MIGHT PERSUADE THEM TO COME UNTO CHRIST, AND PARTAKE OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD, THAT THEY MIGHT ENTER INTO HIS REST, LEST BY ANY MEANS HE SHOULD SWEAR IN HIS WRATH THEY SHOULD NOT ENTER IN, AS IN THE PROVOCATION IN THE DAYS OF TEMPTATION WHILE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WERE IN THE WILDERNESS. WHEREFORE, WE WOULD TO GOD THAT WE COULD PERSUADE ALL MEN NOT TO REBEL AGAINST GOD, TO PROVOKE HIM TO ANGER, BUT THAT ALL MEN WOULD BELIEVE IN CHRIST, AND VIEW HIS DEATH, AND SUFFER HIS CROSS AND BEAR THE SHAME OF THE WORLD; WHEREFORE, I, JACOB, TAKE IT UPON ME TO FULFIL THE COMMANDMENT OF MY BROTHER NEPHI. NOW NEPHI BEGAN TO BE OLD, AND HE SAW THAT HE MUST SOON DIE; WHEREFORE, HE ANOINTED A MAN TO BE A KING AND A RULER OVER HIS PEOPLE NOW, ACCORDING TO THE REIGNS OF THE KINGS. THE PEOPLE HAVING LOVED NEPHI EXCEEDINGLY, HE HAVING BEEN A GREAT PROTECTOR FOR THEM, HAVING WIELDED THE SWORD OF LABAN IN THEIR DEFENCE, AND HAVING LABORED IN ALL HIS DAYS FOR THEIR WELFARE—WHEREFORE, THE PEOPLE WERE DESIROUS TO RETAIN IN REMEMBRANCE HIS NAME. AND WHOSO SHOULD REIGN IN HIS STEAD WERE CALLED BY THE PEOPLE, SECOND NEPHI, THIRD NEPHI, AND SO FORTH, ACCORDING TO THE REIGNS OF THE KINGS; AND THUS, THEY WERE CALLED BY THE PEOPLE, LET THEM BE OF WHATEVER NAME THEY WOULD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NEPHI DIED. NOW THE PEOPLE WHICH WERE NOT LAMANITES WERE NEPHITES; NEVERTHELESS, THEY WERE CALLED NEPHITES, JACOBITES, JOSEPHITES, ZORAMITES, LAMANITES, LEMUELITES, AND ISHMAELITES. BUT I, JACOB, SHALL NOT HEREAFTER DISTINGUISH THEM BY THESE NAMES, BUT I SHALL CALL THEM LAMANITES THAT SEEK TO DESTROY THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, AND THOSE WHO ARE FRIENDLY TO NEPHI I SHALL CALL NEPHITES, OR THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, ACCORDING TO THE REIGNS OF THE KINGS. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, UNDER THE REIGN OF THE SECOND KING, BEGAN TO GROW HARD IN THEIR HEARTS, AND INDULGE THEMSELVES SOMEWHAT IN WICKED PRACTICES, SUCH AS LIKE UNTO DAVID OF OLD DESIRING MANY WIVES AND CONCUBINES, AND ALSO SOLOMON, HIS SON. YEA, AND THEY ALSO BEGAN TO SEARCH MUCH GOLD AND SILVER, AND BEGAN TO BE LIFTED UP SOMEWHAT IN PRIDE. WHEREFORE I, JACOB, GAVE UNTO THEM THESE WORDS AS I TAUGHT THEM IN THE TEMPLE, HAVING FIRST OBTAINED MINE ERRAND FROM THE LORD. FOR I, JACOB, AND MY BROTHER JOSEPH HAD BEEN CONSECRATED PRIESTS AND TEACHERS OF THIS PEOPLE, BY THE HAND OF NEPHI. AND WE DID MAGNIFY OUR OFFICE UNTO THE LORD, TAKING UPON US THE RESPONSIBILITY, ANSWERING THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE UPON OUR OWN HEADS IF WE DID NOT TEACH THEM THE WORD OF GOD WITH ALL DILIGENCE; WHEREFORE, BY LABORING WITH OUR MIGHT THEIR BLOOD MIGHT NOT COME UPON OUR GARMENTS; OTHERWISE THEIR BLOOD WOULD COME UPON OUR GARMENTS, AND WE WOULD NOT BE FOUND SPOTLESS AT THE LAST DAY. 
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THE WORDS WHICH JACOB, THE BROTHER OF NEPHI, SPAKE UNTO THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, AFTER THE DEATH OF NEPHI: NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I, JACOB, ACCORDING TO THE RESPONSIBILITY WHICH I AM UNDER TO GOD, TO MAGNIFY MINE OFFICE WITH SOBERNESS, AND THAT I MIGHT RID MY GARMENTS OF YOUR SINS, I COME UP INTO THE TEMPLE THIS DAY THAT I MIGHT DECLARE UNTO YOU THE WORD OF GOD. AND YE YOURSELVES KNOW THAT I HAVE HITHERTO BEEN DILIGENT IN THE OFFICE OF MY CALLING; BUT I THIS DAY AM WEIGHED DOWN WITH MUCH MORE DESIRE AND ANXIETY FOR THE WELFARE OF YOUR SOULS THAN I HAVE HITHERTO BEEN. FOR BEHOLD, AS YET, YE HAVE BEEN OBEDIENT UNTO THE WORD OF THE LORD, WHICH I HAVE GIVEN UNTO YOU. BUT BEHOLD, HEARKEN YE UNTO ME, AND KNOW THAT BY THE HELP OF THE ALL-POWERFUL CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH I CAN TELL YOU CONCERNING YOUR THOUGHTS, HOW THAT YE ARE BEGINNING TO LABOR IN SIN, WHICH SIN APPEARETH VERY ABOMINABLE UNTO ME, YEA, AND ABOMINABLE UNTO GOD. YEA, IT GRIEVETH MY SOUL AND CAUSETH ME TO SHRINK WITH SHAME BEFORE THE PRESENCE OF MY MAKER, THAT I MUST TESTIFY UNTO YOU CONCERNING THE WICKEDNESS OF YOUR HEARTS. AND ALSO, IT GRIEVETH ME THAT I MUST USE SO MUCH BOLDNESS OF SPEECH CONCERNING YOU, BEFORE YOUR WIVES AND YOUR CHILDREN, MANY OF WHOSE FEELINGS ARE EXCEEDINGLY TENDER AND CHASTE AND DELICATE BEFORE GOD, WHICH THING IS PLEASING UNTO GOD; AND IT SUPPOSETH ME THAT THEY HAVE COME UP HITHER TO HEAR THE PLEASING WORD OF GOD, YEA, THE WORD WHICH HEALETH THE WOUNDED SOUL. WHEREFORE, IT BURDENETH MY SOUL THAT I SHOULD BE CONSTRAINED, BECAUSE OF THE STRICT COMMANDMENT WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED FROM GOD, TO ADMONISH YOU ACCORDING TO YOUR CRIMES, TO ENLARGE THE WOUNDS OF THOSE WHO ARE ALREADY WOUNDED, INSTEAD OF CONSOLING AND HEALING THEIR WOUNDS; AND THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN WOUNDED, INSTEAD OF FEASTING UPON THE PLEASING WORD OF GOD HAVE DAGGERS PLACED TO PIERCE THEIR SOULS AND WOUND THEIR DELICATE MINDS. BUT, NOTWITHSTANDING THE GREATNESS OF THE TASK, I MUST DO ACCORDING TO THE STRICT COMMANDS OF GOD, AND TELL YOU CONCERNING YOUR WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS, IN THE PRESENCE OF THE PURE IN HEART, AND THE BROKEN HEART, AND UNDER THE GLANCE OF THE PIERCING EYE OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD. WHEREFORE, I MUST TELL YOU THE TRUTH ACCORDING TO THE PLAINNESS OF THE WORD OF GOD. FOR BEHOLD, AS I INQUIRED OF THE LORD, THUS CAME THE WORD UNTO ME, SAYING: JACOB, GET THOU UP INTO THE TEMPLE ON THE MORROW, AND DECLARE THE WORD WHICH I SHALL GIVE THEE UNTO THIS PEOPLE. AND NOW BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, THIS IS THE WORD WHICH I DECLARE UNTO YOU, THAT MANY OF YOU HAVE BEGUN TO SEARCH FOR GOLD, AND FOR SILVER, AND FOR ALL MANNER OF PRECIOUS ORES, IN THE WHICH THIS LAND, WHICH IS A LAND OF PROMISE UNTO YOU AND TO YOUR SEED, DOTH ABOUND MOST PLENTIFULLY. AND THE HAND OF PROVIDENCE HATH SMILED UPON YOU MOST PLEASINGLY, THAT YOU HAVE OBTAINED MANY RICHES; AND BECAUSE SOME OF YOU HAVE OBTAINED MORE ABUNDANTLY THAN THAT OF YOUR BRETHREN YE ARE LIFTED UP IN THE PRIDE OF YOUR HEARTS, AND WEAR STIFF NECKS AND HIGH HEADS BECAUSE OF THE COSTLINESS OF YOUR APPAREL, AND PERSECUTE YOUR BRETHREN BECAUSE YE SUPPOSE THAT YE ARE BETTER THAN THEY. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, DO YE SUPPOSE THAT GOD JUSTIFIETH YOU IN THIS THING? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY. BUT HE CONDEMNETH YOU, AND IF YE PERSIST IN THESE THINGS HIS JUDGMENTS MUST SPEEDILY COME UNTO YOU. O THAT HE WOULD SHOW YOU THAT HE CAN PIERCE YOU, AND WITH ONE GLANCE OF HIS EYE HE CAN SMITE YOU TO THE DUST! O THAT HE WOULD RID YOU FROM THIS INIQUITY AND ABOMINATION. AND, O THAT YE WOULD LISTEN UNTO THE WORD OF HIS COMMANDS, AND LET NOT THIS PRIDE OF YOUR HEARTS DESTROY YOUR SOULS! THINK OF YOUR BRETHREN LIKE UNTO YOURSELVES, AND BE FAMILIAR WITH ALL AND FREE WITH YOUR SUBSTANCE, THAT THEY MAY BE RICH LIKE UNTO YOU. BUT BEFORE YE SEEK FOR RICHES, SEEK YE FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND AFTER YE HAVE OBTAINED A HOPE IN CHRIST YE SHALL OBTAIN RICHES, IF YE SEEK THEM; AND YE WILL SEEK THEM FOR THE INTENT TO DO GOOD—TO CLOTHE THE NAKED, AND TO FEED THE HUNGRY, AND TO LIBERATE THE CAPTIVE, AND ADMINISTER RELIEF TO THE SICK AND THE AFFLICTED. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU CONCERNING PRIDE; AND THOSE OF YOU WHICH HAVE AFFLICTED YOUR NEIGHBOR, AND PERSECUTED HIM BECAUSE YE WERE PROUD IN YOUR HEARTS, OF THE THINGS WHICH GOD HATH GIVEN YOU, WHAT SAY YE OF IT? DO YE NOT SUPPOSE THAT SUCH THINGS ARE ABOMINABLE UNTO HIM WHO CREATED ALL FLESH? AND THE ONE BEING IS AS PRECIOUS IN HIS SIGHT AS THE OTHER. AND ALL FLESH IS OF THE DUST; AND FOR THE SELFSAME END HATH HE CREATED THEM, THAT THEY SHOULD KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS AND GLORIFY HIM FOREVER. AND NOW I MAKE AN END OF SPEAKING UNTO YOU CONCERNING THIS PRIDE. AND WERE IT NOT THAT I MUST SPEAK UNTO YOU CONCERNING A GROSSER CRIME, MY HEART WOULD REJOICE EXCEEDINGLY BECAUSE OF YOU. BUT THE WORD OF GOD BURDENS ME BECAUSE OF YOUR GROSSER CRIMES. FOR BEHOLD, THUS SAITH THE LORD: THIS PEOPLE BEGIN TO WAX IN INIQUITY; THEY UNDERSTAND NOT THE SCRIPTURES, FOR THEY SEEK TO EXCUSE THEMSELVES IN COMMITTING WHOREDOMS, BECAUSE OF THE THINGS WHICH WERE WRITTEN CONCERNING DAVID, AND SOLOMON HIS SON. BEHOLD, DAVID AND SOLOMON TRULY HAD MANY WIVES AND CONCUBINES, WHICH THING WAS ABOMINABLE BEFORE ME, SAITH THE LORD. WHEREFORE, THUS SAITH THE LORD, I HAVE LED THIS PEOPLE FORTH OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, BY THE POWER OF MINE ARM, THAT I MIGHT RAISE UP UNTO ME A RIGHTEOUS BRANCH FROM THE FRUIT OF THE LOINS OF JOSEPH. WHEREFORE, I THE LORD GOD WILL NOT SUFFER THAT THIS PEOPLE SHALL DO LIKE UNTO THEM OF OLD. WHEREFORE, MY BRETHREN, HEAR ME, AND HEARKEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD: FOR THERE SHALL NOT ANY MAN AMONG YOU HAVE SAVE IT BE ONE WIFE; AND CONCUBINES HE SHALL HAVE NONE; FOR I, THE LORD GOD, DELIGHT IN THE CHASTITY OF WOMEN. AND WHOREDOMS ARE AN ABOMINATION BEFORE ME; THUS, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. WHEREFORE, THIS PEOPLE SHALL KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, OR CURSED BE THE LAND FOR THEIR SAKES. FOR IF I WILL, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, RAISE UP SEED UNTO ME, I WILL COMMAND MY PEOPLE; OTHERWISE THEY SHALL HEARKEN UNTO THESE THINGS. FOR BEHOLD, I, THE LORD, HAVE SEEN THE SORROW, AND HEARD THE MOURNING OF THE DAUGHTERS OF MY PEOPLE IN THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, YEA, AND IN ALL THE LANDS OF MY PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THEIR HUSBANDS. AND I WILL NOT SUFFER, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, THAT THE CRIES OF THE FAIR DAUGHTERS OF THIS PEOPLE, WHICH I HAVE LED OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, SHALL COME UP UNTO ME AGAINST THE MEN OF MY PEOPLE, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. FOR THEY SHALL NOT LEAD AWAY CAPTIVE THE DAUGHTERS OF MY PEOPLE BECAUSE OF THEIR TENDERNESS, SAVE I SHALL VISIT THEM WITH A SORE CURSE, EVEN UNTO DESTRUCTION; FOR THEY SHALL NOT COMMIT WHOREDOMS, LIKE UNTO THEM OF OLD, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. AND NOW BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, YE KNOW THAT THESE COMMANDMENTS WERE GIVEN TO OUR FATHER, LEHI; WHEREFORE, YE HAVE KNOWN THEM BEFORE; AND YE HAVE COME UNTO GREAT CONDEMNATION; FOR YE HAVE DONE THESE THINGS WHICH YE OUGHT NOT TO HAVE DONE. BEHOLD, YE HAVE DONE GREATER INIQUITIES THAN THE LAMANITES, OUR BRETHREN. YE HAVE BROKEN THE HEARTS OF YOUR TENDER WIVES, AND LOST THE CONFIDENCE OF YOUR CHILDREN, BECAUSE OF YOUR BAD EXAMPLES BEFORE THEM; AND THE SOBBINGS OF THEIR HEARTS ASCEND UP TO GOD AGAINST YOU. AND BECAUSE OF THE STRICTNESS OF THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH COMETH DOWN AGAINST YOU, MANY HEARTS DIED, PIERCED WITH DEEP WOUNDS. BUT BEHOLD, I, JACOB, WOULD SPEAK UNTO YOU THAT ARE PURE IN HEART. LOOK UNTO GOD WITH FIRMNESS OF MIND, AND PRAY UNTO HIM WITH EXCEEDING FAITH, AND HE WILL CONSOLE YOU IN YOUR AFFLICTIONS, AND HE WILL PLEAD YOUR CAUSE, AND SEND DOWN JUSTICE UPON THOSE WHO SEEK YOUR DESTRUCTION. O ALL YE THAT ARE PURE IN HEART, LIFT UP YOUR HEADS AND RECEIVE THE PLEASING WORD OF GOD, AND FEAST UPON HIS LOVE; FOR YE MAY, IF YOUR MINDS ARE FIRM, FOREVER. BUT, WO, WO, UNTO YOU THAT ARE NOT PURE IN HEART, THAT ARE FILTHY THIS DAY BEFORE GOD; FOR EXCEPT YE REPENT THE LAND IS CURSED FOR YOUR SAKES; AND THE LAMANITES, WHICH ARE NOT FILTHY LIKE UNTO YOU, NEVERTHELESS THEY ARE CURSED WITH A SORE CURSING, SHALL SCOURGE YOU EVEN UNTO DESTRUCTION. AND THE TIME SPEEDILY COMETH, THAT EXCEPT YE REPENT THEY SHALL POSSESS THE LAND OF YOUR INHERITANCE, AND THE LORD GOD WILL LEAD AWAY THE RIGHTEOUS OUT FROM AMONG YOU. BEHOLD, THE LAMANITES YOUR BRETHREN, WHOM YE HATE BECAUSE OF THEIR FILTHINESS AND THE CURSING WHICH HATH COME UPON THEIR SKINS, ARE MORE RIGHTEOUS THAN YOU; FOR THEY HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD, WHICH WAS GIVEN UNTO OUR FATHER—THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE SAVE IT WERE ONE WIFE, AND CONCUBINES THEY SHOULD HAVE NONE, AND THERE SHOULD NOT BE WHOREDOMS COMMITTED AMONG THEM. AND NOW, THIS COMMANDMENT THEY OBSERVE TO KEEP; WHEREFORE, BECAUSE OF THIS OBSERVANCE, IN KEEPING THIS COMMANDMENT, THE LORD GOD WILL NOT DESTROY THEM, BUT WILL BE MERCIFUL UNTO THEM; AND ONE DAY THEY SHALL BECOME A BLESSED PEOPLE. BEHOLD, THEIR HUSBANDS LOVE THEIR WIVES, AND THEIR WIVES LOVE THEIR HUSBANDS; AND THEIR HUSBANDS AND THEIR WIVES LOVE THEIR CHILDREN; AND THEIR UNBELIEF AND THEIR HATRED TOWARDS YOU IS BECAUSE OF THE INIQUITY OF THEIR FATHERS; WHEREFORE, HOW MUCH BETTER ARE YOU THAN THEY, IN THE SIGHT OF YOUR GREAT CREATOR? O MY BRETHREN, I FEAR THAT UNLESS YE SHALL REPENT OF YOUR SINS THAT THEIR SKINS WILL BE WHITER THAN YOURS, WHEN YE SHALL BE BROUGHT WITH THEM BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD. WHEREFORE, A COMMANDMENT I GIVE UNTO YOU, WHICH IS THE WORD OF GOD, THAT YE REVILE NO MORE AGAINST THEM BECAUSE OF THE DARKNESS OF THEIR SKINS; NEITHER SHALL YE REVILE AGAINST THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR FILTHINESS; BUT YE SHALL REMEMBER YOUR OWN FILTHINESS, AND REMEMBER THAT THEIR FILTHINESS CAME BECAUSE OF THEIR FATHERS. WHEREFORE, YE SHALL REMEMBER YOUR CHILDREN, HOW THAT YE HAVE GRIEVED THEIR HEARTS BECAUSE OF THE EXAMPLE THAT YE HAVE SET BEFORE THEM; AND ALSO, REMEMBER THAT YE MAY, BECAUSE OF YOUR FILTHINESS, BRING YOUR CHILDREN UNTO DESTRUCTION, AND THEIR SINS BE HEAPED UPON YOUR HEADS AT THE LAST DAY. O MY BRETHREN, HEARKEN UNTO MY WORDS; AROUSE THE FACULTIES OF YOUR SOULS; SHAKE YOURSELVES THAT YE MAY AWAKE FROM THE SLUMBER OF DEATH; AND LOOSE YOURSELVES FROM THE PAINS OF HELL THAT YE MAY NOT BECOME ANGELS TO THE DEVIL, TO BE CAST INTO THAT LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE WHICH IS THE SECOND DEATH. AND NOW I, JACOB, SPAKE MANY MORE THINGS UNTO THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, WARNING THEM AGAINST FORNICATION AND LASCIVIOUSNESS, AND EVERY KIND OF SIN, TELLING THEM THE AWFUL CONSEQUENCES OF THEM. AND A HUNDREDTH PART OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THIS PEOPLE, WHICH NOW BEGAN TO BE NUMEROUS, CANNOT BE WRITTEN UPON THESE PLATES; BUT MANY OF THEIR PROCEEDINGS ARE WRITTEN UPON THE LARGER PLATES, AND THEIR WARS, AND THEIR CONTENTIONS, AND THE REIGNS OF THEIR KINGS. THESE PLATES ARE CALLED THE PLATES OF JACOB, AND THEY WERE MADE BY THE HAND OF NEPHI. AND I MAKE AN END OF SPEAKING THESE WORDS.
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NOW BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, JACOB, HAVING MINISTERED MUCH UNTO MY PEOPLE IN WORD, (AND I CANNOT WRITE BUT A LITTLE OF MY WORDS, BECAUSE OF THE DIFFICULTY OF ENGRAVING OUR WORDS UPON PLATES) AND WE KNOW THAT THE THINGS WHICH WE WRITE UPON PLATES MUST REMAIN; BUT WHATSOEVER THINGS WE WRITE UPON ANYTHING SAVE IT BE UPON PLATES MUST PERISH AND VANISH AWAY; BUT WE CAN WRITE A FEW WORDS UPON PLATES, WHICH WILL GIVE OUR CHILDREN, AND ALSO OUR BELOVED BRETHREN, A SMALL DEGREE OF KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING US, OR CONCERNING THEIR FATHERS—NOW IN THIS THING WE DO REJOICE; AND WE LABOR DILIGENTLY TO ENGRAVEN THESE WORDS UPON PLATES, HOPING THAT OUR BELOVED BRETHREN AND OUR CHILDREN WILL RECEIVE THEM WITH THANKFUL HEARTS, AND LOOK UPON THEM THAT THEY MAY LEARN WITH JOY AND NOT WITH SORROW, NEITHER WITH CONTEMPT, CONCERNING THEIR FIRST PARENTS. FOR, FOR THIS INTENT HAVE WE WRITTEN THESE THINGS, THAT THEY MAY KNOW THAT WE KNEW OF CHRIST, AND WE HAD A HOPE OF HIS GLORY MANY HUNDRED YEARS BEFORE HIS COMING; AND NOT ONLY WE OURSELVES HAD A HOPE OF HIS GLORY, BUT ALSO ALL THE HOLY PROPHETS WHICH WERE BEFORE US. BEHOLD, THEY BELIEVED IN CHRIST AND WORSHIPED THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND ALSO, WE WORSHIP THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND FOR THIS INTENT WE KEEP THE LAW OF MOSES, IT POINTING OUR SOULS TO HIM; AND FOR THIS CAUSE, IT IS SANCTIFIED UNTO US FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, EVEN AS IT WAS ACCOUNTED UNTO ABRAHAM IN THE WILDERNESS TO BE OBEDIENT UNTO THE COMMANDS OF GOD IN OFFERING UP HIS SON ISAAC, WHICH IS A SIMILITUDE OF GOD AND HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON. WHEREFORE, WE SEARCH THE PROPHETS, AND WE HAVE MANY REVELATIONS AND THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY; AND HAVING ALL THESE WITNESSES WE OBTAIN A HOPE, AND OUR FAITH BECOMETH UNSHAKEN, INSOMUCH THAT WE TRULY CAN COMMAND IN THE NAME OF JESUS AND THE VERY TREES OBEY US, OR THE MOUNTAINS, OR THE WAVES OF THE SEA. NEVERTHELESS, THE LORD GOD SHOWETH US OUR WEAKNESS THAT WE MAY KNOW THAT IT IS BY HIS GRACE, AND HIS GREAT CONDESCENSIONS UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, THAT WE HAVE POWER TO DO THESE THINGS. BEHOLD, GREAT AND MARVELOUS ARE THE WORKS OF THE LORD. HOW UNSEARCHABLE ARE THE DEPTHS OF THE MYSTERIES OF HIM; AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT MAN SHOULD FIND OUT ALL HIS WAYS. AND NO MAN KNOWETH OF HIS WAYS SAVE IT BE REVEALED UNTO HIM; WHEREFORE, BRETHREN, DESPISE NOT THE REVELATIONS OF GOD. FOR BEHOLD, BY THE POWER OF HIS WORD MAN CAME UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, WHICH EARTH WAS CREATED BY THE POWER OF HIS WORD. WHEREFORE, IF GOD BEING ABLE TO SPEAK AND THE WORLD WAS, AND TO SPEAK AND MAN WAS CREATED, O THEN, WHY NOT ABLE TO COMMAND THE EARTH, OR THE WORKMANSHIP OF HIS HANDS UPON THE FACE OF IT, ACCORDING TO HIS WILL AND PLEASURE? WHEREFORE, BRETHREN, SEEK NOT TO COUNSEL THE LORD, BUT TO TAKE COUNSEL FROM HIS HAND. FOR BEHOLD, YE YOURSELVES KNOW THAT HE COUNSELETH IN WISDOM, AND IN JUSTICE, AND IN GREAT MERCY, OVER ALL HIS WORKS. WHEREFORE, BELOVED BRETHREN, BE RECONCILED UNTO HIM THROUGH THE ATONEMENT OF CHRIST, HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, AND YE MAY OBTAIN A RESURRECTION, ACCORDING TO THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION WHICH IS IN CHRIST, AND BE PRESENTED AS THE FIRST-FRUITS OF CHRIST UNTO GOD, HAVING FAITH, AND OBTAINED A GOOD HOPE OF GLORY IN HIM BEFORE HE MANIFESTETH HIMSELF IN THE FLESH. AND NOW, BELOVED, MARVEL NOT THAT I TELL YOU THESE THINGS; FOR WHY NOT SPEAK OF THE ATONEMENT OF CHRIST, AND ATTAIN TO A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF HIM, AS TO ATTAIN TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF A RESURRECTION AND THE WORLD TO COME? BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, HE THAT PROPHESIETH, LET HIM PROPHESY TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF MEN; FOR THE SPIRIT SPEAKETH THE TRUTH AND LIETH NOT. WHEREFORE, IT SPEAKETH OF THINGS AS THEY REALLY ARE, AND OF THINGS AS THEY REALLY WILL BE; WHEREFORE, THESE THINGS ARE MANIFESTED UNTO US PLAINLY, FOR THE SALVATION OF OUR SOULS. BUT BEHOLD, WE ARE NOT, WITNESSES ALONE IN THESE THINGS; FOR GOD ALSO SPAKE THEM UNTO PROPHETS OF OLD. BUT BEHOLD, THE JEWS WERE A STIFFNECKED PEOPLE; AND THEY DESPISED THE WORDS OF PLAINNESS, AND KILLED THE PROPHETS, AND SOUGHT FOR THINGS THAT THEY COULD NOT UNDERSTAND. WHEREFORE, BECAUSE OF THEIR BLINDNESS, WHICH BLINDNESS CAME BY LOOKING BEYOND THE MARK, THEY MUST, NEEDS FALL; FOR GOD HATH TAKEN AWAY HIS PLAINNESS FROM THEM, AND DELIVERED UNTO THEM MANY THINGS WHICH THEY CANNOT UNDERSTAND, BECAUSE THEY DESIRED IT. AND BECAUSE THEY DESIRED IT GOD HATH DONE IT, THAT THEY MAY STUMBLE. AND NOW I, JACOB, AM LED ON BY THE SPIRIT UNTO PROPHESYING; FOR I PERCEIVE BY THE WORKINGS OF THE SPIRIT WHICH IS IN ME, THAT BY THE STUMBLING OF THE JEWS THEY WILL REJECT THE STONE UPON WHICH THEY MIGHT BUILD AND HAVE SAFE FOUNDATION. BUT BEHOLD, ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES, THIS STONE SHALL BECOME THE GREAT, AND THE LAST, AND THE ONLY SURE FOUNDATION, UPON WHICH THE JEWS CAN BUILD. AND NOW, MY BELOVED, HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THESE, AFTER HAVING REJECTED THE SURE FOUNDATION, CAN EVER BUILD UPON IT, THAT IT MAY BECOME THE HEAD OF THEIR CORNER? BEHOLD, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I WILL UNFOLD THIS MYSTERY UNTO YOU; IF I DO NOT, BY ANY MEANS, GET SHAKEN FROM MY FIRMNESS IN THE SPIRIT, AND STUMBLE BECAUSE OF MY OVER ANXIETY FOR YOU. BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, DO YE NOT REMEMBER TO HAVE READ THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET ZENOS, WHICH HE SPAKE UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, SAYING: HEARKEN, O YE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND HEAR THE WORDS OF ME, A PROPHET OF THE LORD. FOR BEHOLD, THUS SAITH THE LORD, I WILL LIKEN THEE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL, LIKE UNTO A TAME OLIVE TREE, WHICH A MAN TOOK AND NOURISHED IN HIS VINEYARD; AND IT GREW, AND WAXED OLD, AND BEGAN TO DECAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE MASTER OF THE VINEYARD WENT FORTH, AND HE SAW THAT HIS OLIVE TREE BEGAN TO DECAY; AND HE SAID: I WILL PRUNE IT, AND DIG ABOUT IT, AND NOURISH IT, THAT PERHAPS IT MAY SHOOT FORTH YOUNG AND TENDER BRANCHES, AND IT PERISH NOT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE PRUNED IT, AND DIGGED ABOUT IT, AND NOURISHED IT ACCORDING TO HIS WORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER MANY DAYS IT BEGAN TO PUT FORTH SOMEWHAT A LITTLE, YOUNG AND TENDER BRANCHES; BUT BEHOLD, THE MAIN TOP THEREOF BEGAN TO PERISH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE MASTER OF THE VINEYARD SAW IT, AND HE SAID UNTO HIS SERVANT: IT GRIEVETH ME THAT I SHOULD LOSE THIS TREE; WHEREFORE, GO AND PLUCK THE BRANCHES FROM A WILD OLIVE TREE, AND BRING THEM HITHER UNTO ME; AND WE WILL PLUCK OFF THOSE MAIN BRANCHES WHICH ARE BEGINNING TO WITHER AWAY, AND WE WILL CAST THEM INTO THE FIRE THAT THEY MAY BE BURNED. AND BEHOLD, SAITH THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD, I TAKE AWAY MANY OF THESE YOUNG AND TENDER BRANCHES, AND I WILL GRAFT THEM WHITHERSOEVER I WILL; AND IT MATTERETH NOT THAT IF IT SO BE THAT THE ROOT OF THIS TREE WILL PERISH, I MAY PRESERVE THE FRUIT THEREOF UNTO MYSELF; WHEREFORE, I WILL TAKE THESE YOUNG AND TENDER BRANCHES, AND I WILL GRAFT THEM WHITHERSOEVER I WILL. TAKE THOU THE BRANCHES OF THE WILD OLIVE TREE, AND GRAFT THEM IN, IN THE STEAD THEREOF; AND THESE WHICH I HAVE PLUCKED OFF I WILL CAST INTO THE FIRE AND BURN THEM, THAT THEY MAY NOT CUMBER THE GROUND OF MY VINEYARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE SERVANT OF THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD DID ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD, AND GRAFTED IN THE BRANCHES OF THE WILD OLIVE TREE. AND THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD CAUSED THAT IT SHOULD BE DIGGED ABOUT, AND PRUNED, AND NOURISHED, SAYING UNTO HIS SERVANT: IT GRIEVETH ME THAT I SHOULD LOSE THIS TREE; WHEREFORE, THAT PERHAPS I MIGHT PRESERVE THE ROOTS THEREOF THAT THEY PERISH NOT, THAT I MIGHT PRESERVE THEM UNTO MYSELF, I HAVE DONE THIS THING. WHEREFORE, GO THY WAY; WATCH THE TREE, AND NOURISH IT, ACCORDING TO MY WORDS. AND THESE WILL I PLACE IN THE NETHERMOST PART OF MY VINEYARD, WHITHERSOEVER I WILL, IT MATTERETH NOT UNTO THEE; AND I DO IT THAT I MAY PRESERVE UNTO MYSELF THE NATURAL BRANCHES OF THE TREE; AND ALSO, THAT I MAY LAY UP FRUIT THEREOF AGAINST THE SEASON, UNTO MYSELF; FOR IT GRIEVETH ME THAT I SHOULD LOSE THIS TREE AND THE FRUIT THEREOF. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD WENT HIS WAY, AND HID THE NATURAL BRANCHES OF THE TAME OLIVE TREE IN THE NETHERMOST PARTS OF THE VINEYARD, SOME IN ONE AND SOME IN ANOTHER, ACCORDING TO HIS WILL AND PLEASURE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT A LONG TIME PASSED AWAY, AND THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SAID UNTO HIS SERVANT: COME, LET US GO DOWN INTO THE VINEYARD, THAT WE MAY LABOR IN THE VINEYARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD, AND ALSO THE SERVANT, WENT DOWN INTO THE VINEYARD TO LABOR. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE SERVANT SAID UNTO HIS MASTER: BEHOLD, LOOK HERE; BEHOLD THE TREE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD LOOKED AND BEHELD THE TREE IN THE WHICH THE WILD OLIVE BRANCHES HAD BEEN GRAFTED; AND IT HAD SPRUNG FORTH AND BEGUN TO BEAR FRUIT. AND HE BEHELD THAT IT WAS GOOD; AND THE FRUIT THEREOF WAS LIKE UNTO THE NATURAL FRUIT. AND HE SAID UNTO THE SERVANT: BEHOLD, THE BRANCHES OF THE WILD TREE HAVE TAKEN HOLD OF THE MOISTURE OF THE ROOT THEREOF, THAT THE ROOT THEREOF HATH BROUGHT FORTH MUCH STRENGTH; AND BECAUSE OF THE MUCH STRENGTH OF THE ROOT THEREOF THE WILD BRANCHES HAVE BROUGHT FORTH TAME FRUIT. NOW, IF WE HAD NOT GRAFTED IN THESE BRANCHES, THE TREE THEREOF WOULD HAVE PERISHED. AND NOW, BEHOLD, I SHALL LAY UP MUCH FRUIT, WHICH THE TREE THEREOF HATH BROUGHT FORTH; AND THE FRUIT THEREOF I SHALL LAY UP AGAINST THE SEASON, UNTO MINE OWN SELF. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SAID UNTO THE SERVANT: COME, LET US GO TO THE NETHERMOST PART OF THE VINEYARD, AND BEHOLD IF THE NATURAL BRANCHES OF THE TREE HAVE NOT BROUGHT FORTH MUCH FRUIT ALSO, THAT I MAY LAY UP OF THE FRUIT THEREOF AGAINST THE SEASON, UNTO MINE OWN SELF. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WENT FORTH WHITHER THE MASTER HAD, HID THE NATURAL BRANCHES OF THE TREE, AND HE SAID UNTO THE SERVANT: BEHOLD THESE; AND HE BEHELD THE FIRST THAT IT HAD BROUGHT FORTH MUCH FRUIT; AND HE BEHELD ALSO THAT IT WAS GOOD. AND HE SAID UNTO THE SERVANT: TAKE OF THE FRUIT THEREOF, AND LAY IT UP AGAINST THE SEASON, THAT I MAY PRESERVE IT UNTO MINE OWN SELF; FOR BEHOLD, SAID HE, THIS LONG TIME HAVE I NOURISHED IT, AND IT HATH BROUGHT FORTH MUCH FRUIT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE SERVANT SAID UNTO HIS MASTER: HOW COMEST THOU HITHER TO PLANT THIS TREE, OR THIS BRANCH OF THE TREE? FOR BEHOLD, IT WAS THE POOREST SPOT IN ALL THE LAND OF THY VINEYARD. AND THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SAID UNTO HIM: COUNSEL ME NOT; I KNEW THAT IT WAS A POOR SPOT OF GROUND; WHEREFORE, I SAID UNTO THEE, I HAVE NOURISHED IT THIS LONG TIME, AND THOU BEHOLDEST THAT IT HATH BROUGHT FORTH MUCH FRUIT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SAID UNTO HIS SERVANT: LOOK HITHER; BEHOLD I HAVE PLANTED ANOTHER BRANCH OF THE TREE ALSO; AND THOU KNOWEST THAT THIS SPOT OF GROUND WAS POORER THAN THE FIRST. BUT, BEHOLD THE TREE. I HAVE NOURISHED IT THIS LONG TIME, AND IT HATH BROUGHT FORTH MUCH FRUIT; THEREFORE, GATHER IT, AND LAY IT UP AGAINST THE SEASON, THAT I MAY PRESERVE IT UNTO MINE OWN SELF. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SAID AGAIN UNTO HIS SERVANT: LOOK HITHER, AND BEHOLD ANOTHER BRANCH ALSO, WHICH I HAVE PLANTED; BEHOLD THAT I HAVE NOURISHED IT ALSO, AND IT HATH BROUGHT FORTH FRUIT. AND HE SAID UNTO THE SERVANT: LOOK HITHER AND BEHOLD THE LAST. BEHOLD, THIS HAVE I PLANTED IN A GOOD SPOT OF GROUND; AND I HAVE NOURISHED IT THIS LONG TIME, AND ONLY A PART OF THE TREE HATH BROUGHT FORTH TAME FRUIT, AND THE OTHER PART OF THE TREE HATH BROUGHT FORTH WILD FRUIT; BEHOLD, I HAVE NOURISHED THIS TREE LIKE UNTO THE OTHERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SAID UNTO THE SERVANT: PLUCK OFF THE BRANCHES THAT HAVE NOT BROUGHT FORTH GOOD FRUIT, AND CAST THEM INTO THE FIRE. BUT BEHOLD, THE SERVANT SAID UNTO HIM: LET US PRUNE IT, AND DIG ABOUT IT, AND NOURISH IT A LITTLE LONGER, THAT PERHAPS IT MAY BRING FORTH GOOD FRUIT UNTO THEE, THAT THOU CANST LAY IT UP AGAINST THE SEASON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD AND THE SERVANT OF THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD DID NOURISH ALL THE FRUIT OF THE VINEYARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT A LONG TIME HAD PASSED AWAY, AND THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SAID UNTO HIS SERVANT: COME, LET US GO DOWN INTO THE VINEYARD, THAT WE MAY LABOR AGAIN IN THE VINEYARD. FOR BEHOLD, THE TIME DRAWETH NEAR, AND THE END SOON COMETH; WHEREFORE, I MUST LAY UP FRUIT AGAINST THE SEASON, UNTO MINE OWN SELF. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD AND THE SERVANT WENT DOWN INTO THE VINEYARD; AND THEY CAME TO THE TREE WHOSE NATURAL BRANCHES HAD BEEN BROKEN OFF, AND THE WILD BRANCHES HAD BEEN GRAFTED IN; AND BEHOLD ALL SORTS OF FRUIT DID CUMBER THE TREE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD DID TASTE OF THE FRUIT, EVERY SORT ACCORDING TO ITS NUMBER. AND THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SAID: BEHOLD, THIS LONG TIME HAVE WE NOURISHED THIS TREE, AND I HAVE LAID UP UNTO MYSELF AGAINST THE SEASON MUCH FRUIT. BUT BEHOLD, THIS TIME IT HATH BROUGHT FORTH MUCH FRUIT, AND THERE IS NONE OF IT WHICH IS GOOD. AND BEHOLD, THERE ARE ALL KINDS OF BAD FRUIT; AND IT PROFITETH ME NOTHING, NOTWITHSTANDING ALL OUR LABOR; AND NOW IT GRIEVETH ME THAT I SHOULD LOSE THIS TREE. AND THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SAID UNTO THE SERVANT: WHAT SHALL WE DO UNTO THE TREE, THAT I MAY PRESERVE AGAIN GOOD FRUIT THEREOF UNTO MINE OWN SELF? AND THE SERVANT SAID UNTO HIS MASTER: BEHOLD, BECAUSE THOU DIDST GRAFT IN THE BRANCHES OF THE WILD OLIVE TREE THEY HAVE NOURISHED THE ROOTS, THAT THEY ARE ALIVE AND THEY HAVE NOT PERISHED; WHEREFORE THOU BEHOLDEST THAT THEY ARE YET GOOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SAID UNTO HIS SERVANT: THE TREE PROFITETH ME NOTHING, AND THE ROOTS THEREOF PROFIT ME NOTHING SO LONG AS IT SHALL BRING FORTH EVIL FRUIT. NEVERTHELESS, I KNOW THAT THE ROOTS ARE GOOD, AND FOR MINE OWN PURPOSE I HAVE PRESERVED THEM; AND BECAUSE OF THEIR MUCH STRENGTH THEY HAVE HITHERTO BROUGHT FORTH, FROM THE WILD BRANCHES, GOOD FRUIT. BUT BEHOLD, THE WILD BRANCHES HAVE GROWN AND HAVE OVERRUN THE ROOTS THEREOF; AND BECAUSE THAT THE WILD BRANCHES HAVE OVERCOME THE ROOTS THEREOF IT HATH BROUGHT FORTH MUCH EVIL FRUIT; AND BECAUSE THAT IT HATH BROUGHT FORTH SO MUCH EVIL FRUIT THOU BEHOLDEST THAT IT BEGINNETH TO PERISH; AND IT WILL SOON BECOME RIPENED, THAT IT MAY BE CAST INTO THE FIRE, EXCEPT WE SHOULD DO SOMETHING FOR IT TO PRESERVE IT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SAID UNTO HIS SERVANT: LET US GO DOWN INTO THE NETHERMOST PARTS OF THE VINEYARD, AND BEHOLD IF THE NATURAL BRANCHES HAVE ALSO BROUGHT FORTH EVIL FRUIT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WENT DOWN INTO THE NETHERMOST PARTS OF THE VINEYARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY BEHELD THAT THE FRUIT OF THE NATURAL BRANCHES HAD BECOME CORRUPT ALSO; YEA, THE FIRST AND THE SECOND AND ALSO, THE LAST; AND THEY HAD ALL BECOME CORRUPT. AND THE WILD FRUIT OF THE LAST HAD OVERCOME THAT PART OF THE TREE WHICH BROUGHT FORTH GOOD FRUIT, EVEN THAT THE BRANCH HAD WITHERED AWAY AND DIED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD WEPT, AND SAID UNTO THE SERVANT: WHAT COULD I HAVE DONE MORE FOR MY VINEYARD? BEHOLD, I KNEW THAT ALL THE FRUIT OF THE VINEYARD, SAVE IT WERE THESE, HAD BECOME CORRUPTED. AND NOW THESE WHICH HAVE ONCE BROUGHT FORTH GOOD FRUIT HAVE ALSO BECOME CORRUPTED; AND NOW ALL THE TREES OF MY VINEYARD ARE GOOD FOR NOTHING SAVE IT BE TO BE HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE. AND BEHOLD THIS LAST, WHOSE BRANCH HATH WITHERED AWAY, I DID PLANT IN A GOOD SPOT OF GROUND; YEA, EVEN THAT WHICH WAS CHOICE UNTO ME ABOVE ALL OTHER PARTS OF THE LAND OF MY VINEYARD. AND THOU BEHELDEST THAT I ALSO CUT DOWN THAT WHICH CUMBERED THIS SPOT OF GROUND, THAT I MIGHT PLANT THIS TREE IN THE STEAD THEREOF. AND THOU BEHELDEST THAT A PART THEREOF BROUGHT FORTH GOOD FRUIT, AND A PART THEREOF BROUGHT FORTH WILD FRUIT; AND BECAUSE I PLUCKED NOT THE BRANCHES THEREOF AND CAST THEM INTO THE FIRE, BEHOLD, THEY HAVE OVERCOME THE GOOD BRANCH THAT IT HATH WITHERED AWAY. AND NOW, BEHOLD, NOTWITHSTANDING ALL THE CARE WHICH WE HAVE TAKEN OF MY VINEYARD, THE TREES THEREOF HAVE BECOME CORRUPTED, THAT THEY BRING FORTH NO GOOD FRUIT; AND THESE I HAD HOPED TO PRESERVE, TO HAVE LAID UP FRUIT THEREOF AGAINST THE SEASON, UNTO MINE OWN SELF. BUT, BEHOLD, THEY HAVE BECOME LIKE UNTO THE WILD OLIVE TREE, AND THEY ARE OF NO WORTH BUT TO BE HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE; AND IT GRIEVETH ME THAT I SHOULD LOSE THEM. BUT WHAT COULD I HAVE DONE MORE IN MY VINEYARD? HAVE I SLACKENED MINE HAND, THAT I HAVE NOT NOURISHED IT? NAY, I HAVE NOURISHED IT, AND I HAVE DIGGED ABOUT IT, AND I HAVE PRUNED IT, AND I HAVE DUNGED IT; AND I HAVE STRETCHED FORTH MINE HAND ALMOST ALL THE DAY LONG, AND THE END DRAWETH NIGH. AND IT GRIEVETH ME THAT I SHOULD HEW DOWN ALL THE TREES OF MY VINEYARD, AND CAST THEM INTO THE FIRE THAT THEY SHOULD BE BURNED. WHO IS IT THAT HAS CORRUPTED MY VINEYARD? AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE SERVANT SAID UNTO HIS MASTER: IS IT NOT THE LOFTINESS OF THY VINEYARD—HAVE NOT THE BRANCHES THEREOF OVERCOME THE ROOTS WHICH ARE GOOD? AND BECAUSE THE BRANCHES HAVE OVERCOME THE ROOTS THEREOF, BEHOLD THEY GREW FASTER THAN THE STRENGTH OF THE ROOTS, TAKING STRENGTH UNTO THEMSELVES. BEHOLD, I SAY, IS NOT THIS THE CAUSE THAT THE TREES OF THY VINEYARD HAVE BECOME CORRUPTED? AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SAID UNTO THE SERVANT: LET US GO TO AND HEW DOWN THE TREES OF THE VINEYARD AND CAST THEM INTO THE FIRE, THAT THEY SHALL NOT CUMBER THE GROUND OF MY VINEYARD, FOR I HAVE DONE ALL. WHAT COULD I HAVE DONE MORE FOR MY VINEYARD? BUT, BEHOLD, THE SERVANT SAID UNTO THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD: SPARE IT A LITTLE LONGER. AND THE LORD SAID: YEA, I WILL SPARE IT A LITTLE LONGER, FOR IT GRIEVETH ME THAT I SHOULD LOSE THE TREES OF MY VINEYARD. WHEREFORE, LET US TAKE OF THE BRANCHES OF THESE WHICH I HAVE PLANTED IN THE NETHERMOST PARTS OF MY VINEYARD, AND LET US GRAFT THEM INTO THE TREE FROM WHENCE THEY CAME; AND LET US PLUCK FROM THE TREE THOSE BRANCHES WHOSE FRUIT IS MOST BITTER, AND GRAFT IN THE NATURAL BRANCHES OF THE TREE IN THE STEAD THEREOF. AND THIS WILL I DO THAT THE TREE MAY NOT PERISH, THAT, PERHAPS, I MAY PRESERVE UNTO MYSELF THE ROOTS THEREOF FOR MINE OWN PURPOSE. AND, BEHOLD, THE ROOTS OF THE NATURAL BRANCHES OF THE TREE WHICH I PLANTED WHITHERSOEVER I WOULD, ARE YET ALIVE; WHEREFORE, THAT I MAY PRESERVE THEM ALSO FOR MINE OWN PURPOSE, I WILL TAKE OF THE BRANCHES OF THIS TREE, AND I WILL GRAFT THEM IN UNTO THEM. YEA, I WILL GRAFT IN UNTO THEM THE BRANCHES OF THEIR MOTHER TREE, THAT I MAY PRESERVE THE ROOTS ALSO UNTO MINE OWN SELF, THAT WHEN THEY SHALL BE SUFFICIENTLY STRONG, PERHAPS THEY MAY BRING FORTH GOOD FRUIT UNTO ME, AND I MAY YET HAVE GLORY IN THE FRUIT OF MY VINEYARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY TOOK FROM THE NATURAL TREE WHICH HAD BECOME WILD, AND GRAFTED IN UNTO THE NATURAL TREES, WHICH ALSO HAD BECOME WILD. AND THEY ALSO TOOK OF THE NATURAL TREES WHICH HAD BECOME WILD, AND GRAFTED INTO THEIR MOTHER TREE. AND THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SAID UNTO THE SERVANT: PLUCK NOT THE WILD BRANCHES FROM THE TREES, SAVE IT BE THOSE WHICH ARE MOST BITTER; AND IN THEM YE SHALL GRAFT ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH I HAVE SAID. AND WE WILL NOURISH AGAIN THE TREES OF THE VINEYARD, AND WE WILL TRIM UP THE BRANCHES THEREOF; AND WE WILL PLUCK FROM THE TREES THOSE BRANCHES WHICH ARE RIPENED, THAT MUST PERISH, AND CAST THEM INTO THE FIRE. AND THIS I DO THAT, PERHAPS, THE ROOTS THEREOF MAY TAKE STRENGTH BECAUSE OF THEIR GOODNESS; AND BECAUSE OF THE CHANGE OF THE BRANCHES, THAT THE GOOD MAY OVERCOME THE EVIL. AND BECAUSE THAT I HAVE PRESERVED THE NATURAL BRANCHES AND THE ROOTS THEREOF, AND THAT I HAVE GRAFTED IN THE NATURAL BRANCHES AGAIN INTO THEIR MOTHER TREE, AND HAVE PRESERVED THE ROOTS OF THEIR MOTHER TREE, THAT, PERHAPS, THE TREES OF MY VINEYARD MAY BRING FORTH AGAIN GOOD FRUIT; AND THAT I MAY HAVE JOY AGAIN IN THE FRUIT OF MY VINEYARD, AND, PERHAPS, THAT I MAY REJOICE EXCEEDINGLY THAT I HAVE PRESERVED THE ROOTS AND THE BRANCHES OF THE FIRST FRUIT—WHEREFORE, GO TO, AND CALL SERVANTS, THAT WE MAY LABOR DILIGENTLY WITH OUR MIGHT IN THE VINEYARD, THAT WE MAY PREPARE THE WAY, THAT I MAY BRING FORTH AGAIN THE NATURAL FRUIT, WHICH NATURAL FRUIT IS GOOD AND THE MOST PRECIOUS ABOVE ALL OTHER FRUIT. WHEREFORE, LET US GO TO AND LABOR WITH OUR MIGHT THIS LAST TIME, FOR BEHOLD THE END DRAWETH NIGH, AND THIS IS FOR THE LAST TIME THAT I SHALL PRUNE MY VINEYARD. GRAFT IN THE BRANCHES; BEGIN AT THE LAST THAT THEY MAY BE FIRST, AND THAT THE FIRST MAY BE LAST, AND DIG ABOUT THE TREES, BOTH OLD AND YOUNG, THE FIRST AND THE LAST; AND THE LAST AND THE FIRST, THAT ALL MAY BE NOURISHED ONCE AGAIN FOR THE LAST TIME. WHEREFORE, DIG ABOUT THEM, AND PRUNE THEM, AND DUNG THEM ONCE MORE, FOR THE LAST TIME, FOR THE END DRAWETH NIGH. AND IF IT BE SO THAT THESE LAST GRAFTS SHALL GROW, AND BRING FORTH THE NATURAL FRUIT, THEN SHALL YE PREPARE THE WAY FOR THEM, THAT THEY MAY GROW. AND AS THEY BEGIN TO GROW YE SHALL CLEAR AWAY THE BRANCHES WHICH BRING FORTH BITTER FRUIT, ACCORDING TO THE STRENGTH OF THE GOOD AND THE SIZE THEREOF; AND YE SHALL NOT CLEAR AWAY THE BAD THEREOF ALL AT ONCE, LEST THE ROOTS THEREOF SHOULD BE TOO STRONG FOR THE GRAFT, AND THE GRAFT THEREOF SHALL PERISH, AND I LOSE THE TREES OF MY VINEYARD. FOR IT GRIEVETH ME THAT I SHOULD LOSE THE TREES OF MY VINEYARD; WHEREFORE YE SHALL CLEAR AWAY THE BAD ACCORDING AS THE GOOD SHALL GROW, THAT THE ROOT AND THE TOP MAY BE EQUAL IN STRENGTH, UNTIL THE GOOD SHALL OVERCOME THE BAD, AND THE BAD BE HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE, THAT THEY CUMBER NOT THE GROUND OF MY VINEYARD; AND THUS WILL I SWEEP AWAY THE BAD OUT OF MY VINEYARD. AND THE BRANCHES OF THE NATURAL TREE WILL I GRAFT IN AGAIN INTO THE NATURAL TREE; AND THE BRANCHES OF THE NATURAL TREE WILL I GRAFT INTO THE NATURAL BRANCHES OF THE TREE; AND THUS, WILL I BRING THEM TOGETHER AGAIN, THAT THEY SHALL BRING FORTH THE NATURAL FRUIT, AND THEY SHALL BE ONE. AND THE BAD SHALL BE CAST AWAY, YEA, EVEN OUT OF ALL THE LAND OF MY VINEYARD; FOR BEHOLD, ONLY THIS ONCE WILL I PRUNE MY VINEYARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SENT HIS SERVANT; AND THE SERVANT WENT AND DID AS THE LORD HAD COMMANDED HIM, AND BROUGHT OTHER SERVANTS; AND THEY WERE FEW. AND THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SAID UNTO THEM: GO TO, AND LABOR IN THE VINEYARD, WITH YOUR MIGHT. FOR BEHOLD, THIS IS THE LAST TIME THAT I SHALL NOURISH MY VINEYARD; FOR THE END IS NIGH AT HAND, AND THE SEASON SPEEDILY COMETH; AND IF YE LABOR WITH YOUR MIGHT WITH ME YE SHALL HAVE JOY IN THE FRUIT WHICH I SHALL LAY UP UNTO MYSELF AGAINST THE TIME WHICH WILL SOON COME. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE SERVANTS DID GO AND LABOR WITH THEIR MIGHTS; AND THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD LABORED ALSO WITH THEM; AND THEY DID OBEY THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD IN ALL THINGS. AND THERE BEGAN TO BE THE NATURAL FRUIT AGAIN IN THE VINEYARD; AND THE NATURAL BRANCHES BEGAN TO GROW AND THRIVE EXCEEDINGLY; AND THE WILD BRANCHES BEGAN TO BE PLUCKED OFF AND TO BE CAST AWAY; AND THEY DID KEEP THE ROOT AND THE TOP THEREOF EQUAL, ACCORDING TO THE STRENGTH THEREOF. AND THUS THEY LABORED, WITH ALL DILIGENCE, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD, EVEN UNTIL THE BAD HAD BEEN CAST AWAY OUT OF THE VINEYARD, AND THE LORD HAD PRESERVED UNTO HIMSELF THAT THE TREES HAD BECOME AGAIN THE NATURAL FRUIT; AND THEY BECAME LIKE UNTO ONE BODY; AND THE FRUITS WERE EQUAL; AND THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD HAD PRESERVED UNTO HIMSELF THE NATURAL FRUIT, WHICH WAS MOST PRECIOUS UNTO HIM FROM THE BEGINNING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SAW THAT HIS FRUIT WAS GOOD, AND THAT HIS VINEYARD WAS NO MORE CORRUPT, HE CALLED UP HIS SERVANTS, AND SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, FOR THIS LAST TIME HAVE WE NOURISHED MY VINEYARD; AND THOU BEHOLDEST THAT I HAVE DONE ACCORDING TO MY WILL; AND I HAVE PRESERVED THE NATURAL FRUIT, THAT IT IS GOOD, EVEN LIKE AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING. AND BLESSED ART THOU; FOR BECAUSE YE HAVE BEEN DILIGENT IN LABORING WITH ME IN MY VINEYARD, AND HAVE KEPT MY COMMANDMENTS, AND HAVE BROUGHT UNTO ME AGAIN THE NATURAL FRUIT, THAT MY VINEYARD IS NO MORE CORRUPTED, AND THE BAD IS CAST AWAY, BEHOLD YE SHALL HAVE JOY WITH ME BECAUSE OF THE FRUIT OF MY VINEYARD. FOR BEHOLD, FOR A LONG TIME WILL I LAY UP OF THE FRUIT OF MY VINEYARD UNTO MINE OWN SELF AGAINST THE SEASON, WHICH SPEEDILY COMETH; AND FOR THE LAST TIME HAVE I NOURISHED MY VINEYARD, AND PRUNED IT, AND DUG ABOUT IT, AND DUNGED IT; WHEREFORE I WILL LAY UP UNTO MINE OWN SELF OF THE FRUIT, FOR A LONG TIME, ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN. AND WHEN THE TIME COMETH THAT EVIL FRUIT SHALL AGAIN COME INTO MY VINEYARD, THEN WILL I CAUSE THE GOOD AND THE BAD TO BE GATHERED; AND THE GOOD WILL I PRESERVE UNTO MYSELF, AND THE BAD WILL I CAST AWAY INTO ITS OWN PLACE. AND THEN COMETH THE SEASON AND THE END; AND MY VINEYARD WILL I CAUSE TO BE BURNED WITH FIRE.
JACOB 4
AND NOW, BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, AS I SAID UNTO YOU THAT I WOULD PROPHESY, BEHOLD, THIS IS MY PROPHECY—THAT THE THINGS WHICH THIS PROPHET ZENOS SPAKE, CONCERNING THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, IN THE WHICH HE LIKENED THEM UNTO A TAME OLIVE TREE, MUST SURELY COME TO PASS. AND THE DAY THAT HE SHALL SET HIS HAND AGAIN THE SECOND TIME TO RECOVER HIS PEOPLE, IS THE DAY, YEA, EVEN THE LAST TIME, THAT THE SERVANTS OF THE LORD SHALL GO FORTH IN HIS POWER, TO NOURISH AND PRUNE HIS VINEYARD; AND AFTER THAT THE END SOON COMETH. AND HOW BLESSED ARE THEY WHO HAVE LABORED DILIGENTLY IN HIS VINEYARD; AND HOW CURSED ARE THEY WHO SHALL BE CAST OUT INTO THEIR OWN PLACE! AND THE WORLD SHALL BE BURNED WITH FIRE. AND HOW MERCIFUL IS OUR GOD UNTO US, FOR HE REMEMBERETH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, BOTH ROOTS AND BRANCHES; AND HE STRETCHES FORTH HIS HANDS UNTO THEM ALL THE DAY LONG; AND THEY ARE A STIFFNECKED AND A GAINSAYING PEOPLE; BUT AS MANY AS WILL NOT HARDEN THEIR HEARTS SHALL BE SAVED IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD. WHEREFORE, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I BESEECH OF YOU IN WORDS OF SOBERNESS THAT YE WOULD REPENT, AND COME WITH FULL PURPOSE OF HEART, AND CLEAVE UNTO GOD AS HE CLEAVETH UNTO YOU. AND WHILE HIS ARM OF MERCY IS EXTENDED TOWARDS YOU IN THE LIGHT OF THE DAY, HARDEN NOT YOUR HEARTS. YEA, TODAY, IF YE WILL HEAR HIS VOICE, HARDEN NOT YOUR HEARTS; FOR WHY WILL YE DIE? FOR BEHOLD, AFTER YE HAVE BEEN NOURISHED BY THE GOOD WORD OF GOD ALL THE DAY LONG, WILL YE BRING FORTH EVIL FRUIT, THAT YE MUST BE HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE? BEHOLD, WILL YE REJECT THESE WORDS? WILL YE REJECT THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS; AND WILL YE REJECT ALL THE WORDS WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN CONCERNING CHRIST, AFTER SO MANY HAVE SPOKEN CONCERNING HIM; AND DENY THE GOOD WORD OF CHRIST, AND THE POWER OF GOD, AND THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST, AND QUENCH THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND MAKE A MOCK OF THE GREAT PLAN OF REDEMPTION, WHICH HATH BEEN LAID FOR YOU? KNOW YE NOT THAT IF YE WILL DO THESE THINGS, THAT THE POWER OF THE REDEMPTION AND THE RESURRECTION, WHICH IS IN CHRIST, WILL BRING YOU TO STAND WITH SHAME AND AWFUL GUILT BEFORE THE BAR OF GOD? AND ACCORDING TO THE POWER OF JUSTICE, FOR JUSTICE CANNOT BE DENIED, YE MUST GO AWAY INTO THAT LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE, WHOSE FLAMES ARE UNQUENCHABLE, AND WHOSE SMOKE ASCENDETH UP FOREVER AND EVER, WHICH LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE IS ENDLESS TORMENT. O THEN, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, REPENT YE, AND ENTER IN AT THE STRAIT GATE, AND CONTINUE IN THE WAY WHICH IS NARROW, UNTIL YE SHALL OBTAIN ETERNAL LIFE. O BE WISE; WHAT CAN I SAY MORE? FINALLY, I BID YOU FAREWELL, UNTIL I SHALL MEET YOU BEFORE THE PLEASING BAR OF GOD, WHICH BAR STRIKETH THE WICKED WITH AWFUL DREAD AND FEAR. AMEN.
JACOB 5
AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS AFTER SOME YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY, THERE CAME A MAN AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, WHOSE NAME WAS SHEREM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE BEGAN TO PREACH AMONG THE PEOPLE, AND TO DECLARE UNTO THEM THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO CHRIST. AND HE PREACHED MANY THINGS WHICH WERE FLATTERING UNTO THE PEOPLE; AND THIS HE DID THAT HE MIGHT OVERTHROW THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST. AND HE LABORED DILIGENTLY THAT HE MIGHT LEAD AWAY THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE, INSOMUCH THAT HE DID LEAD AWAY MANY HEARTS; AND HE KNOWING THAT I, JACOB, HAD FAITH IN CHRIST WHO SHOULD COME, HE SOUGHT MUCH OPPORTUNITY THAT HE MIGHT COME UNTO ME. AND HE WAS LEARNED, THAT HE HAD A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF THE LANGUAGE OF THE PEOPLE; WHEREFORE, HE COULD USE MUCH FLATTERY, AND MUCH POWER OF SPEECH, ACCORDING TO THE POWER OF THE DEVIL. AND HE HAD HOPE TO SHAKE ME FROM THE FAITH, NOTWITHSTANDING THE MANY REVELATIONS AND THE MANY THINGS WHICH I HAD SEEN CONCERNING THESE THINGS; FOR I TRULY HAD SEEN ANGELS, AND THEY HAD MINISTERED UNTO ME. AND ALSO, I HAD HEARD THE VOICE OF THE LORD SPEAKING UNTO ME IN VERY WORD, FROM TIME TO TIME; WHEREFORE, I COULD NOT BE SHAKEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE CAME UNTO ME, AND ON THIS WISE DID HE SPEAK UNTO ME, SAYING: BROTHER JACOB, I HAVE SOUGHT MUCH OPPORTUNITY THAT I MIGHT SPEAK UNTO YOU; FOR I HAVE HEARD AND ALSO KNOW THAT THOU GOEST ABOUT MUCH, PREACHING THAT WHICH YE CALL THE GOSPEL, OR THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST. AND YE HAVE LED AWAY MUCH OF THIS PEOPLE THAT THEY PERVERT THE RIGHT WAY OF GOD, AND KEEP NOT THE LAW OF MOSES WHICH IS THE RIGHT WAY; AND CONVERT THE LAW OF MOSES INTO THE WORSHIP OF A BEING WHICH YE SAY SHALL COME MANY HUNDRED YEARS HENCE. AND NOW BEHOLD, I, SHEREM, DECLARE UNTO YOU THAT THIS IS BLASPHEMY; FOR NO MAN KNOWETH OF SUCH THINGS; FOR HE CANNOT TELL OF THINGS TO COME. AND AFTER THIS MANNER DID SHEREM CONTEND AGAINST ME. BUT BEHOLD, THE LORD GOD POURED IN HIS SPIRIT INTO MY SOUL, INSOMUCH THAT I DID CONFOUND HIM IN ALL HIS WORDS. AND I SAID UNTO HIM: DENIEST THOU THE CHRIST WHO SHALL COME? AND HE SAID: IF THERE SHOULD BE A CHRIST, I WOULD NOT DENY HIM; BUT I KNOW THAT THERE IS NO CHRIST, NEITHER HAS BEEN, NOR EVER WILL BE. AND I SAID UNTO HIM: BELIEVEST THOU THE SCRIPTURES? AND HE SAID, YEA. AND I SAID UNTO HIM: THEN YE DO NOT UNDERSTAND THEM; FOR THEY TRULY TESTIFY OF CHRIST. BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT NONE OF THE PROPHETS HAVE WRITTEN, NOR PROPHESIED, SAVE THEY HAVE SPOKEN CONCERNING THIS CHRIST. AND THIS IS NOT ALL—IT HAS BEEN MADE MANIFEST UNTO ME, FOR I HAVE HEARD AND SEEN; AND IT ALSO HAS BEEN MADE MANIFEST UNTO ME BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST; WHEREFORE, I KNOW IF THERE SHOULD BE NO ATONEMENT MADE ALL MANKIND MUST BE LOST. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE SAID UNTO ME: SHOW ME A SIGN BY THIS POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST, IN THE WHICH YE KNOW SO MUCH. AND I SAID UNTO HIM: WHAT AM I THAT I SHOULD TEMPT GOD TO SHOW UNTO THEE A SIGN IN THE THING WHICH THOU KNOWEST TO BE TRUE? YET THOU WILT DENY IT, BECAUSE THOU ART OF THE DEVIL. NEVERTHELESS, NOT MY WILL BE DONE; BUT IF GOD SHALL SMITE THEE, LET THAT BE A SIGN UNTO THEE THAT HE HAS POWER, BOTH IN HEAVEN AND IN EARTH; AND ALSO, THAT CHRIST SHALL COME. AND THY WILL, O LORD, BE DONE, AND NOT MINE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN I, JACOB, HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, THE POWER OF THE LORD CAME UPON HIM, INSOMUCH THAT HE FELL TO THE EARTH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE WAS NOURISHED FOR THE SPACE OF MANY DAYS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE SAID UNTO THE PEOPLE: GATHER TOGETHER ON THE MORROW, FOR I SHALL DIE; WHEREFORE, I DESIRE TO SPEAK UNTO THE PEOPLE BEFORE I SHALL DIE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ON THE MORROW THE MULTITUDE WERE GATHERED TOGETHER; AND HE SPAKE PLAINLY UNTO THEM AND DENIED THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD TAUGHT THEM, AND CONFESSED THE CHRIST, AND THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST, AND THE MINISTERING OF ANGELS. AND HE SPAKE PLAINLY UNTO THEM, THAT HE HAD BEEN DECEIVED BY THE POWER OF THE DEVIL. AND HE SPAKE OF HELL, AND OF ETERNITY, AND OF ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. AND HE SAID: I FEAR LEST I HAVE COMMITTED THE UNPARDONABLE SIN, FOR I HAVE LIED UNTO GOD; FOR I DENIED THE CHRIST, AND SAID THAT I BELIEVED THE SCRIPTURES; AND THEY TRULY TESTIFY OF HIM. AND BECAUSE I HAVE THUS LIED UNTO GOD, I GREATLY FEAR LEST MY CASE SHALL BE AWFUL; BUT I CONFESS UNTO GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE WORDS HE COULD SAY NO MORE, AND HE GAVE UP THE GHOST. AND WHEN THE MULTITUDE HAD WITNESSED THAT HE SPAKE THESE THINGS AS HE WAS ABOUT TO GIVE UP THE GHOST, THEY WERE ASTONISHED EXCEEDINGLY; INSOMUCH THAT THE POWER OF GOD CAME DOWN UPON THEM, AND THEY WERE OVERCOME THAT THEY FELL TO THE EARTH. NOW, THIS THING WAS PLEASING UNTO ME, JACOB, FOR I HAD REQUESTED IT OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO WAS IN HEAVEN; FOR HE HAD HEARD MY CRY AND ANSWERED MY PRAYER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT PEACE AND THE LOVE OF GOD WAS RESTORED AGAIN AMONG THE PEOPLE; AND THEY SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES, AND HEARKENED NO MORE TO THE WORDS OF THIS WICKED MAN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MANY MEANS WERE DEVISED TO RECLAIM AND RESTORE THE LAMANITES TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH; BUT IT ALL WAS VAIN, FOR THEY DELIGHTED IN WARS AND BLOODSHED, AND THEY HAD AN ETERNAL HATRED AGAINST US, THEIR BRETHREN. AND THEY SOUGHT BY THE POWER OF THEIR ARMS TO DESTROY US CONTINUALLY. WHEREFORE, THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI DID FORTIFY AGAINST THEM WITH THEIR ARMS, AND WITH ALL THEIR MIGHT, TRUSTING IN THE GOD AND ROCK OF THEIR SALVATION; WHEREFORE, THEY BECAME AS YET, CONQUERORS OF THEIR ENEMIES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, JACOB, BEGAN TO BE OLD; AND THE RECORD OF THIS PEOPLE BEING KEPT ON THE OTHER PLATES OF NEPHI, WHEREFORE, I CONCLUDE THIS RECORD, DECLARING THAT I HAVE WRITTEN ACCORDING TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, BY SAYING THAT THE TIME PASSED AWAY WITH US, AND ALSO OUR LIVES PASSED AWAY LIKE AS IT WERE UNTO US A DREAM, WE BEING A LONESOME AND A SOLEMN PEOPLE, WANDERERS, CAST OUT FROM JERUSALEM, BORN IN TRIBULATION, IN A WILDERNESS, AND HATED OF OUR BRETHREN, WHICH CAUSED WARS AND CONTENTIONS; WHEREFORE, WE DID MOURN OUT OUR DAYS. AND I, JACOB, SAW THAT I MUST SOON GO DOWN TO MY GRAVE; WHEREFORE, I SAID UNTO MY SON ENOS: TAKE THESE PLATES. AND I TOLD HIM THE THINGS WHICH MY BROTHER NEPHI HAD COMMANDED ME, AND HE PROMISED OBEDIENCE UNTO THE COMMANDS. AND I MAKE AN END OF MY WRITING UPON THESE PLATES, WHICH WRITING HAS BEEN SMALL; AND TO THE READER I BID FAREWELL, HOPING THAT MANY OF MY BRETHREN MAY READ MY WORDS. BRETHREN, ADIEU.
THE BOOK OF ENOS
BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, ENOS, KNOWING MY FATHER THAT HE WAS A JUST MAN—FOR HE TAUGHT ME IN HIS LANGUAGE, AND ALSO IN THE NURTURE AND ADMONITION OF THE LORD—AND BLESSED BE THE NAME OF MY GOD FOR IT—AND I WILL TELL YOU OF THE WRESTLE WHICH I HAD BEFORE GOD, BEFORE I RECEIVED A REMISSION OF MY SINS. BEHOLD, I WENT TO HUNT BEASTS IN THE FORESTS; AND THE WORDS WHICH I HAD OFTEN HEARD MY FATHER SPEAK CONCERNING ETERNAL LIFE, AND THE JOY OF THE SAINTS, SUNK DEEP INTO MY HEART. AND MY SOUL HUNGERED; AND I KNEELED DOWN BEFORE MY MAKER, AND I CRIED UNTO HIM IN MIGHTY PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION FOR MINE OWN SOUL; AND ALL THE DAY LONG DID I CRY UNTO HIM; YEA, AND WHEN THE NIGHT CAME, I DID STILL RAISE MY VOICE HIGH THAT IT REACHED THE HEAVENS. AND THERE CAME A VOICE UNTO ME, SAYING: ENOS, THY SINS ARE FORGIVEN THEE, AND THOU SHALT BE BLESSED. AND I, ENOS, KNEW THAT GOD COULD NOT LIE; WHEREFORE, MY GUILT WAS SWEPT AWAY. AND I SAID: LORD, HOW IS IT DONE? AND HE SAID UNTO ME: BECAUSE OF THY FAITH IN CHRIST, WHOM THOU HAST NEVER BEFORE HEARD NOR SEEN. AND MANY YEARS PASS AWAY BEFORE HE SHALL MANIFEST HIMSELF IN THE FLESH; WHEREFORE, GO TO, THY FAITH HATH MADE THEE WHOLE. NOW, IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN I HAD HEARD THESE WORDS, I BEGAN TO FEEL A DESIRE FOR THE WELFARE OF MY BRETHREN, THE NEPHITES; WHEREFORE, I DID POUR OUT MY WHOLE SOUL UNTO GOD FOR THEM. AND WHILE I WAS THUS STRUGGLING IN THE SPIRIT, BEHOLD, THE VOICE OF THE LORD CAME INTO MY MIND AGAIN, SAYING: I WILL VISIT THY BRETHREN ACCORDING TO THEIR DILIGENCE IN KEEPING MY COMMANDMENTS. I HAVE GIVEN UNTO THEM THIS LAND, AND IT IS A HOLY LAND; AND I CURSE IT NOT SAVE IT BE FOR THE CAUSE OF INIQUITY; WHEREFORE, I WILL VISIT THY BRETHREN ACCORDING AS I HAVE SAID; AND THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS WILL I BRING DOWN WITH SORROW UPON THEIR OWN HEADS. AND AFTER I, ENOS, HAD HEARD THESE WORDS, MY FAITH BEGAN TO BE UNSHAKEN IN THE LORD; AND I PRAYED UNTO HIM WITH MANY LONG STRUGGLINGS FOR MY BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER I HAD PRAYED AND LABORED WITH ALL DILIGENCE, THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: I WILL GRANT UNTO THEE ACCORDING TO THY DESIRES, BECAUSE OF THY FAITH. AND NOW BEHOLD, THIS WAS THE DESIRE WHICH I DESIRED OF HIM—THAT IF IT SHOULD SO BE, THAT MY PEOPLE, THE NEPHITES, SHOULD FALL INTO TRANSGRESSION, AND BY ANY MEANS BE DESTROYED, AND THE LAMANITES SHOULD NOT BE DESTROYED, THAT THE LORD GOD WOULD PRESERVE A RECORD OF MY PEOPLE, THE NEPHITES; EVEN IF IT SO BE BY THE POWER OF HIS HOLY ARM, THAT IT MIGHT BE BROUGHT FORTH AT SOME FUTURE DAY UNTO THE LAMANITES, THAT, PERHAPS, THEY MIGHT BE BROUGHT UNTO SALVATION—FOR AT THE PRESENT OUR STRUGGLINGS WERE VAIN IN RESTORING THEM TO THE TRUE FAITH. AND THEY SWORE IN THEIR WRATH THAT, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE, THEY WOULD DESTROY OUR RECORDS AND US, AND ALSO ALL THE TRADITIONS OF OUR FATHERS. WHEREFORE, I KNOWING THAT THE LORD GOD WAS ABLE TO PRESERVE OUR RECORDS, I CRIED UNTO HIM CONTINUALLY, FOR HE HAD SAID UNTO ME: WHATSOEVER THING YE SHALL ASK IN FAITH, BELIEVING THAT YE SHALL RECEIVE IN THE NAME OF CHRIST, YE SHALL RECEIVE IT. AND I HAD FAITH, AND I DID CRY UNTO GOD THAT HE WOULD PRESERVE THE RECORDS; AND HE COVENANTED WITH ME THAT HE WOULD BRING THEM FORTH UNTO THE LAMANITES IN HIS OWN DUE TIME. AND I, ENOS, KNEW IT WOULD BE ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT WHICH HE HAD MADE; WHEREFORE MY SOUL DID REST. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: THY FATHERS HAVE ALSO REQUIRED OF ME THIS THING; AND IT SHALL BE DONE UNTO THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR FAITH; FOR THEIR FAITH WAS LIKE UNTO THINE. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, ENOS, WENT ABOUT AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, PROPHESYING OF THINGS TO COME, AND TESTIFYING OF THE THINGS WHICH I HAD HEARD AND SEEN. AND I BEAR RECORD THAT THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI DID SEEK DILIGENTLY TO RESTORE THE LAMANITES UNTO THE TRUE FAITH IN GOD. BUT OUR LABORS WERE VAIN; THEIR HATRED WAS FIXED, AND THEY WERE LED BY THEIR EVIL NATURE THAT THEY BECAME WILD, AND FEROCIOUS, AND A BLOOD-THIRSTY PEOPLE, FULL OF IDOLATRY AND FILTHINESS; FEEDING UPON BEASTS OF PREY; DWELLING IN TENTS, AND WANDERING ABOUT IN THE WILDERNESS WITH A SHORT SKIN GIRDLE ABOUT THEIR LOINS AND THEIR HEADS SHAVEN; AND THEIR SKILL WAS IN THE BOW, AND IN THE CIMETER, AND THE AX. AND MANY OF THEM DID EAT NOTHING SAVE IT WAS RAW MEAT; AND THEY WERE CONTINUALLY SEEKING TO DESTROY US. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI DID TILL THE LAND, AND RAISE ALL MANNER OF GRAIN, AND OF FRUIT, AND FLOCKS OF HERDS, AND FLOCKS OF ALL MANNER OF CATTLE OF EVERY KIND, AND GOATS, AND WILD GOATS, AND ALSO MANY HORSES. AND THERE WERE EXCEEDINGLY MANY PROPHETS AMONG US. AND THE PEOPLE WERE A STIFFNECKED PEOPLE, HARD TO UNDERSTAND. AND THERE WAS NOTHING SAVE IT WAS EXCEEDING HARSHNESS, PREACHING AND PROPHESYING OF WARS, AND CONTENTIONS, AND DESTRUCTIONS, AND CONTINUALLY REMINDING THEM OF DEATH, AND THE DURATION OF ETERNITY, AND THE JUDGMENTS AND THE POWER OF GOD, AND ALL THESE THINGS—STIRRING THEM UP CONTINUALLY TO KEEP THEM IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD. I SAY THERE WAS NOTHING SHORT OF THESE THINGS, AND EXCEEDINGLY GREAT PLAINNESS OF SPEECH, WOULD KEEP THEM FROM GOING DOWN SPEEDILY TO DESTRUCTION. AND AFTER THIS MANNER, DO I WRITE CONCERNING THEM. AND I SAW WARS BETWEEN THE NEPHITES AND LAMANITES IN THE COURSE OF MY DAYS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEGAN TO BE OLD, AND A HUNDRED AND SEVENTY AND NINE YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY FROM THE TIME THAT OUR FATHER LEHI LEFT JERUSALEM. AND I SAW THAT I MUST SOON GO DOWN TO MY GRAVE, HAVING BEEN WROUGHT UPON BY THE POWER OF GOD THAT I MUST PREACH AND PROPHESY UNTO THIS PEOPLE, AND DECLARE THE WORD ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH WHICH IS IN CHRIST. AND I HAVE DECLARED IT IN ALL MY DAYS, AND HAVE REJOICED IN IT ABOVE THAT OF THE WORLD. AND I SOON GO TO THE PLACE OF MY REST, WHICH IS WITH MY REDEEMER; FOR I KNOW THAT IN HIM I SHALL REST. AND I REJOICE IN THE DAY WHEN MY MORTAL SHALL PUT ON IMMORTALITY, AND SHALL STAND BEFORE HIM; THEN SHALL I SEE HIS FACE WITH PLEASURE, AND HE WILL SAY UNTO ME: COME UNTO ME, YE BLESSED, THERE IS A PLACE PREPARED FOR YOU IN THE MANSIONS OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. AMEN.
THE BOOK OF JAROM
NOW BEHOLD, I, JAROM, WRITE A FEW WORDS ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF MY FATHER, ENOS, THAT OUR GENEALOGY MAY BE KEPT. AND AS THESE PLATES ARE SMALL, AND AS THESE THINGS ARE WRITTEN FOR THE INTENT OF THE BENEFIT OF OUR BRETHREN THE LAMANITES, WHEREFORE, IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT I WRITE A LITTLE; BUT I SHALL NOT WRITE THE THINGS OF MY PROPHESYING, NOR OF MY REVELATIONS. FOR WHAT COULD I WRITE MORE THAN MY FATHERS HAVE WRITTEN? FOR HAVE NOT THEY REVEALED THE PLAN OF SALVATION? I SAY UNTO YOU, YEA; AND THIS SUFFICETH ME. BEHOLD, IT IS EXPEDIENT THAT MUCH SHOULD BE DONE AMONG THIS PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS, AND THE DEAFNESS OF THEIR EARS, AND THE BLINDNESS OF THEIR MINDS, AND THE STIFFNESS OF THEIR NECKS; NEVERTHELESS, GOD IS EXCEEDINGLY MERCIFUL UNTO THEM, AND HAS NOT AS YET SWEPT THEM OFF FROM THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND THERE ARE MANY AMONG US WHO HAVE MANY REVELATIONS, FOR THEY ARE NOT ALL STIFFNECKED. AND AS MANY AS ARE NOT STIFFNECKED AND HAVE FAITH, HAVE COMMUNION WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHICH MAKETH MANIFEST UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, ACCORDING TO THEIR FAITH. AND NOW, BEHOLD, TWO HUNDRED YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY, AND THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI HAD WAXED STRONG IN THE LAND. THEY OBSERVED TO KEEP THE LAW OF MOSES AND THE SABBATH DAY HOLY UNTO THE LORD. AND THEY PROFANED NOT; NEITHER DID THEY BLASPHEME. AND THE LAWS OF THE LAND WERE EXCEEDINGLY STRICT. AND THEY WERE SCATTERED UPON MUCH OF THE FACE OF THE LAND, AND THE LAMANITES ALSO. AND THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY MORE NUMEROUS THAN WERE THEY OF THE NEPHITES; AND THEY LOVED MURDER AND WOULD DRINK THE BLOOD OF BEASTS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY CAME MANY TIMES AGAINST US, THE NEPHITES, TO BATTLE. BUT OUR KINGS AND OUR LEADERS WERE MIGHTY MEN IN THE FAITH OF THE LORD; AND THEY TAUGHT THE PEOPLE THE WAYS OF THE LORD; WHEREFORE, WE WITHSTOOD THE LAMANITES AND SWEPT THEM AWAY OUT OF OUR LANDS, AND BEGAN TO FORTIFY OUR CITIES, OR WHATSOEVER PLACE OF OUR INHERITANCE. AND WE MULTIPLIED EXCEEDINGLY, AND SPREAD UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, AND BECAME EXCEEDINGLY RICH IN GOLD, AND IN SILVER, AND IN PRECIOUS THINGS, AND IN FINE WORKMANSHIP OF WOOD, IN BUILDINGS, AND IN MACHINERY, AND ALSO IN IRON AND COPPER, AND BRASS AND STEEL, MAKING ALL MANNER OF TOOLS OF EVERY KIND TO TILL THE GROUND, AND WEAPONS OF WAR—YEA, THE SHARP POINTED ARROW, AND THE QUIVER, AND THE DART, AND THE JAVELIN, AND ALL PREPARATIONS FOR WAR. AND THUS, BEING PREPARED TO MEET THE LAMANITES, THEY DID NOT PROSPER AGAINST US. BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD WAS VERIFIED, WHICH HE SPAKE UNTO OUR FATHERS, SAYING THAT: INASMUCH AS YE WILL KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS YE SHALL PROSPER IN THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PROPHETS OF THE LORD DID THREATEN THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD, THAT IF THEY DID NOT KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS, BUT SHOULD FALL INTO TRANSGRESSION, THEY SHOULD BE DESTROYED FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE LAND. WHEREFORE, THE PROPHETS, AND THE PRIESTS, AND THE TEACHERS, DID LABOR DILIGENTLY, EXHORTING WITH ALL LONG-SUFFERING THE PEOPLE TO DILIGENCE; TEACHING THE LAW OF MOSES, AND THE INTENT FOR WHICH IT WAS GIVEN; PERSUADING THEM TO LOOK FORWARD UNTO THE MESSIAH, AND BELIEVE IN HIM TO COME AS THOUGH HE ALREADY WAS. AND AFTER THIS MANNER, DID THEY TEACH THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT BY SO DOING THEY KEPT THEM FROM BEING DESTROYED UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND; FOR THEY DID PRICK THEIR HEARTS WITH THE WORD, CONTINUALLY STIRRING THEM UP UNTO REPENTANCE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY AND EIGHT YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY—AFTER THE MANNER OF WARS, AND CONTENTIONS, AND DISSENSIONS, FOR THE SPACE OF MUCH OF THE TIME. AND I, JAROM, DO NOT WRITE MORE, FOR THE PLATES ARE SMALL. BUT BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, YE CAN GO TO THE OTHER PLATES OF NEPHI; FOR BEHOLD, UPON THEM THE RECORDS OF OUR WARS ARE ENGRAVEN, ACCORDING TO THE WRITINGS OF THE KINGS, OR THOSE WHICH THEY CAUSED TO BE WRITTEN. AND I DELIVER THESE PLATES INTO THE HANDS OF MY SON OMNI, THAT THEY MAY BE KEPT ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF MY FATHERS.
THE BOOK OF OMNI
BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, OMNI, BEING COMMANDED BY MY FATHER, JAROM, THAT I SHOULD WRITE SOMEWHAT UPON THESE PLATES, TO PRESERVE OUR GENEALOGY—WHEREFORE, IN MY DAYS, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD KNOW THAT I FOUGHT MUCH WITH THE SWORD TO PRESERVE MY PEOPLE, THE NEPHITES, FROM FALLING INTO THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES, THE LAMANITES. BUT BEHOLD, I OF MYSELF AM A WICKED MAN, AND I HAVE NOT KEPT THE STATUTES AND THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD AS I OUGHT TO HAVE DONE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT TWO HUNDRED AND SEVENTY AND SIX YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY, AND WE HAD MANY SEASONS OF PEACE; AND WE HAD MANY SEASONS OF SERIOUS WAR AND BLOODSHED. YEA, AND IN FINE, TWO HUNDRED AND EIGHTY AND TWO YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY, AND I HAD KEPT THESE PLATES ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF MY FATHERS; AND I CONFERRED THEM UPON MY SON AMARON. AND I MAKE AN END. AND NOW I, AMARON, WRITE THE THINGS WHATSOEVER I WRITE, WHICH ARE FEW, IN THE BOOK OF MY FATHER. BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT THREE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY, AND THE MORE WICKED PART OF THE NEPHITES WERE DESTROYED. FOR THE LORD WOULD NOT SUFFER, AFTER HE HAD LED THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM AND KEPT AND PRESERVED THEM FROM FALLING INTO THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES, YEA, HE WOULD NOT SUFFER THAT THE WORDS SHOULD NOT BE VERIFIED, WHICH HE SPAKE UNTO OUR FATHERS, SAYING THAT: INASMUCH AS YE WILL NOT KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS YE SHALL NOT PROSPER IN THE LAND. WHEREFORE, THE LORD DID VISIT THEM IN GREAT JUDGMENT; NEVERTHELESS, HE DID SPARE THE RIGHTEOUS THAT THEY SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT DID DELIVER THEM OUT OF THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I DID DELIVER THE PLATES UNTO MY BROTHER CHEMISH. NOW I, CHEMISH, WRITE WHAT FEW THINGS I WRITE, IN THE SAME BOOK WITH MY BROTHER; FOR BEHOLD, I SAW THE LAST WHICH HE WROTE, THAT HE WROTE IT WITH HIS OWN HAND; AND HE WROTE IT IN THE DAY THAT HE DELIVERED THEM UNTO ME. AND AFTER THIS MANNER WE KEEP THE RECORDS, FOR IT IS ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF OUR FATHERS. AND I MAKE AN END. BEHOLD, I, ABINADOM, AM THE SON OF CHEMISH. BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT I SAW MUCH WAR AND CONTENTION BETWEEN MY PEOPLE, THE NEPHITES, AND THE LAMANITES; AND I, WITH MY OWN SWORD, HAVE TAKEN THE LIVES OF MANY OF THE LAMANITES IN THE DEFENCE OF MY BRETHREN. AND BEHOLD, THE RECORD OF THIS PEOPLE IS ENGRAVEN UPON PLATES WHICH IS HAD BY THE KINGS, ACCORDING TO THE GENERATIONS; AND I KNOW OF NO REVELATION SAVE THAT WHICH HAS BEEN WRITTEN, NEITHER PROPHECY; WHEREFORE, THAT WHICH IS SUFFICIENT IS WRITTEN. AND I MAKE AN END. BEHOLD, I AM AMALEKI, THE SON OF ABINADOM. BEHOLD, I WILL SPEAK UNTO YOU SOMEWHAT CONCERNING MOSIAH, WHO WAS MADE KING OVER THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA; FOR BEHOLD, HE BEING WARNED OF THE LORD THAT HE SHOULD FLEE OUT OF THE LAND OF NEPHI, AND AS MANY AS WOULD HEARKEN UNTO THE VOICE OF THE LORD SHOULD ALSO DEPART OUT OF THE LAND WITH HIM, INTO THE WILDERNESS—AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID ACCORDING AS THE LORD HAD COMMANDED HIM. AND THEY DEPARTED OUT OF THE LAND INTO THE WILDERNESS, AS MANY AS WOULD HEARKEN UNTO THE VOICE OF THE LORD; AND THEY WERE LED BY MANY PREACHINGS AND PROPHESYINGS. AND THEY WERE ADMONISHED CONTINUALLY BY THE WORD OF GOD; AND THEY WERE LED BY THE POWER OF HIS ARM, THROUGH THE WILDERNESS UNTIL THEY CAME DOWN INTO THE LAND WHICH IS CALLED THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. AND THEY DISCOVERED A PEOPLE, WHO WERE CALLED THE PEOPLE OF ZARAHEMLA. NOW, THERE WAS GREAT REJOICING AMONG THE PEOPLE OF ZARAHEMLA; AND ALSO, ZARAHEMLA DID REJOICE EXCEEDINGLY, BECAUSE THE LORD HAD SENT THE PEOPLE OF MOSIAH WITH THE PLATES OF BRASS WHICH CONTAINED THE RECORD OF THE JEWS. BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT MOSIAH DISCOVERED THAT THE PEOPLE OF ZARAHEMLA CAME OUT FROM JERUSALEM AT THE TIME THAT ZEDEKIAH, KING OF JUDAH, WAS CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE INTO BABYLON. AND THEY JOURNEYED IN THE WILDERNESS, AND WERE BROUGHT BY THE HAND OF THE LORD ACROSS THE GREAT WATERS, INTO THE LAND WHERE MOSIAH DISCOVERED THEM; AND THEY HAD DWELT THERE FROM THAT TIME FORTH. AND AT THE TIME THAT MOSIAH DISCOVERED THEM, THEY HAD BECOME EXCEEDINGLY NUMEROUS. NEVERTHELESS, THEY HAD HAD MANY WARS AND SERIOUS CONTENTIONS, AND HAD FALLEN BY THE SWORD FROM TIME TO TIME; AND THEIR LANGUAGE HAD BECOME CORRUPTED; AND THEY HAD BROUGHT NO RECORDS WITH THEM; AND THEY DENIED THE BEING OF THEIR CREATOR; AND MOSIAH, NOR THE PEOPLE OF MOSIAH, COULD UNDERSTAND THEM. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT MOSIAH CAUSED THAT THEY SHOULD BE TAUGHT IN HIS LANGUAGE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THEY WERE TAUGHT IN THE LANGUAGE OF MOSIAH, ZARAHEMLA GAVE A GENEALOGY OF HIS FATHERS, ACCORDING TO HIS MEMORY; AND THEY ARE WRITTEN, BUT NOT IN THESE PLATES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE OF ZARAHEMLA, AND OF MOSIAH, DID UNITE TOGETHER; AND MOSIAH WAS APPOINTED TO BE THEIR KING. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE DAYS OF MOSIAH, THERE WAS A LARGE STONE BROUGHT UNTO HIM WITH ENGRAVINGS ON IT; AND HE DID INTERPRET THE ENGRAVINGS BY THE GIFT AND POWER OF GOD. AND THEY GAVE AN ACCOUNT OF ONE CORIANTUMR, AND THE SLAIN OF HIS PEOPLE. AND CORIANTUMR WAS DISCOVERED BY THE PEOPLE OF ZARAHEMLA; AND HE DWELT WITH THEM FOR THE SPACE OF NINE MOONS. IT ALSO SPAKE A FEW WORDS CONCERNING HIS FATHERS. AND HIS FIRST PARENTS CAME OUT FROM THE TOWER, AT THE TIME THE LORD CONFOUNDED THE LANGUAGE OF THE PEOPLE; AND THE SEVERITY OF THE LORD FELL UPON THEM ACCORDING TO HIS JUDGMENTS, WHICH ARE JUST; AND THEIR BONES LAY SCATTERED IN THE LAND NORTHWARD. BEHOLD, I, AMALEKI, WAS BORN IN THE DAYS OF MOSIAH; AND I HAVE LIVED TO SEE HIS DEATH; AND BENJAMIN, HIS SON, REIGNETH IN HIS STEAD. AND BEHOLD, I HAVE SEEN, IN THE DAYS OF KING BENJAMIN, A SERIOUS WAR AND MUCH BLOODSHED BETWEEN THE NEPHITES AND THE LAMANITES. BUT BEHOLD, THE NEPHITES DID OBTAIN MUCH ADVANTAGE OVER THEM; YEA, INSOMUCH THAT KING BENJAMIN DID DRIVE THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEGAN TO BE OLD; AND, HAVING NO SEED, AND KNOWING KING BENJAMIN TO BE A JUST MAN BEFORE THE LORD, WHEREFORE, I SHALL DELIVER UP THESE PLATES UNTO HIM, EXHORTING ALL MEN TO COME UNTO GOD, THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, AND BELIEVE IN PROPHESYING, AND IN REVELATIONS, AND IN THE MINISTERING OF ANGELS, AND IN THE GIFT OF SPEAKING WITH TONGUES, AND IN THE GIFT OF INTERPRETING LANGUAGES, AND IN ALL THINGS WHICH ARE GOOD; FOR THERE IS NOTHING WHICH IS GOOD SAVE IT COMES FROM THE LORD: AND THAT WHICH IS EVIL COMETH FROM THE DEVIL. AND NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD COME UNTO CHRIST, WHO IS THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, AND PARTAKE OF HIS SALVATION, AND THE POWER OF HIS REDEMPTION. YEA, COME UNTO HIM, AND OFFER YOUR WHOLE SOULS AS AN OFFERING UNTO HIM, AND CONTINUE IN FASTING AND PRAYING, AND ENDURE TO THE END; AND AS THE LORD LIVETH YE WILL BE SAVED. AND NOW I WOULD SPEAK SOMEWHAT CONCERNING A CERTAIN NUMBER WHO WENT UP INTO THE WILDERNESS TO RETURN TO THE LAND OF NEPHI; FOR THERE WAS A LARGE NUMBER WHO WERE DESIROUS TO POSSESS THE LAND OF THEIR INHERITANCE. WHEREFORE, THEY WENT UP INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND THEIR LEADER BEING A STRONG AND MIGHTY MAN, AND A STIFFNECKED MAN, WHEREFORE HE CAUSED A CONTENTION AMONG THEM; AND THEY WERE ALL SLAIN, SAVE FIFTY, IN THE WILDERNESS, AND THEY RETURNED AGAIN TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY ALSO TOOK OTHERS TO A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER, AND TOOK THEIR JOURNEY AGAIN INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND I, AMALEKI, HAD A BROTHER, WHO ALSO WENT WITH THEM; AND I HAVE NOT SINCE KNOWN CONCERNING THEM. AND I AM ABOUT TO LIE DOWN IN MY GRAVE; AND THESE PLATES ARE FULL. AND I MAKE AN END OF MY SPEAKING.
THE WORDS OF MORMON
AND NOW I, MORMON, BEING ABOUT TO DELIVER UP THE RECORD WHICH I HAVE BEEN MAKING INTO THE HANDS OF MY SON MORONI, BEHOLD I HAVE WITNESSED ALMOST ALL THE DESTRUCTION OF MY PEOPLE, THE NEPHITES. AND IT IS MANY HUNDRED YEARS AFTER THE COMING OF CHRIST THAT I DELIVER THESE RECORDS INTO THE HANDS OF MY SON; AND IT SUPPOSETH ME THAT HE WILL WITNESS THE ENTIRE DESTRUCTION OF MY PEOPLE. BUT MAY GOD GRANT THAT HE MAY SURVIVE THEM, THAT HE MAY WRITE SOMEWHAT CONCERNING THEM, AND SOMEWHAT CONCERNING CHRIST, THAT PERHAPS SOME DAY IT MAY PROFIT THEM. AND NOW, I SPEAK SOMEWHAT CONCERNING THAT WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN; FOR AFTER I HAD MADE AN ABRIDGMENT FROM THE PLATES OF NEPHI, DOWN TO THE REIGN OF THIS KING BENJAMIN, OF WHOM AMALEKI SPAKE, I SEARCHED AMONG THE RECORDS WHICH HAD BEEN DELIVERED INTO MY HANDS, AND I FOUND THESE PLATES, WHICH CONTAINED THIS SMALL ACCOUNT OF THE PROPHETS, FROM JACOB DOWN TO THE REIGN OF THIS KING BENJAMIN, AND ALSO MANY OF THE WORDS OF NEPHI. AND THE THINGS WHICH ARE UPON THESE PLATES PLEASING ME, BECAUSE OF THE PROPHECIES OF THE COMING OF CHRIST; AND MY FATHERS KNOWING THAT MANY OF THEM HAVE BEEN FULFILLED; YEA, AND I ALSO KNOW THAT AS MANY THINGS AS HAVE BEEN PROPHESIED CONCERNING US DOWN TO THIS DAY HAVE BEEN FULFILLED, AND AS MANY AS GO BEYOND THIS DAY MUST SURELY COME TO PASS—WHEREFORE, I CHOSE THESE THINGS, TO FINISH MY RECORD UPON THEM, WHICH REMAINDER OF MY RECORD I SHALL TAKE FROM THE PLATES OF NEPHI; AND I CANNOT WRITE THE HUNDREDTH PART OF THE THINGS OF MY PEOPLE. BUT BEHOLD, I SHALL TAKE THESE PLATES, WHICH CONTAIN THESE PROPHESYINGS AND REVELATIONS, AND PUT THEM WITH THE REMAINDER OF MY RECORD, FOR THEY ARE CHOICE UNTO ME; AND I KNOW THEY WILL BE CHOICE UNTO MY BRETHREN. AND I DO THIS FOR A WISE PURPOSE; FOR THUS IT WHISPERETH ME, ACCORDING TO THE WORKINGS OF THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WHICH IS IN ME. AND NOW, I DO NOT KNOW ALL THINGS; BUT THE LORD KNOWETH ALL THINGS WHICH ARE TO COME; WHEREFORE, HE WORKETH IN ME TO DO ACCORDING TO HIS WILL. AND MY PRAYER TO GOD IS CONCERNING MY BRETHREN, THAT THEY MAY ONCE AGAIN COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, YEA, THE REDEMPTION OF CHRIST; THAT THEY MAY ONCE AGAIN BE A DELIGHTSOME PEOPLE. AND NOW I, MORMON, PROCEED TO FINISH OUT MY RECORD, WHICH I TAKE FROM THE PLATES OF NEPHI; AND I MAKE IT ACCORDING TO THE KNOWLEDGE AND THE UNDERSTANDING WHICH GOD HAS GIVEN ME. WHEREFORE, IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER AMALEKI HAD DELIVERED UP THESE PLATES INTO THE HANDS OF KING BENJAMIN, HE TOOK THEM AND PUT THEM WITH THE OTHER PLATES, WHICH CONTAINED RECORDS WHICH HAD BEEN HANDED DOWN BY THE KINGS, FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION UNTIL THE DAYS OF KING BENJAMIN. AND THEY WERE HANDED DOWN FROM KING BENJAMIN, FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION UNTIL THEY HAVE FALLEN INTO MY HANDS. AND I, MORMON, PRAY TO GOD THAT THEY MAY BE PRESERVED FROM THIS TIME HENCEFORTH. AND I KNOW THAT THEY WILL BE PRESERVED; FOR THERE ARE GREAT THINGS WRITTEN UPON THEM, OUT OF WHICH MY PEOPLE AND THEIR BRETHREN SHALL BE JUDGED AT THE GREAT AND LAST DAY, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD WHICH IS WRITTEN.
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AND NOW, CONCERNING THIS KING BENJAMIN—HE HAD SOMEWHAT OF CONTENTIONS AMONG HIS OWN PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS ALSO THAT THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES CAME DOWN OUT OF THE LAND OF NEPHI, TO BATTLE AGAINST HIS PEOPLE. BUT BEHOLD, KING BENJAMIN GATHERED TOGETHER HIS ARMIES, AND HE DID STAND AGAINST THEM; AND HE DID FIGHT WITH THE STRENGTH OF HIS OWN ARM, WITH THE SWORD OF LABAN. AND IN THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD THEY DID CONTEND AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES, UNTIL THEY HAD SLAIN MANY THOUSANDS OF THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID CONTEND AGAINST THE LAMANITES UNTIL THEY HAD DRIVEN THEM OUT OF ALL THE LANDS OF THEIR INHERITANCE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THERE HAD BEEN FALSE CHRISTS, AND THEIR MOUTHS HAD BEEN SHUT, AND THEY PUNISHED ACCORDING TO THEIR CRIMES; AND AFTER THERE HAD BEEN FALSE PROPHETS, AND FALSE PREACHERS AND TEACHERS AMONG THE PEOPLE, AND ALL THESE HAVING BEEN PUNISHED ACCORDING TO THEIR CRIMES; AND AFTER THERE HAVING BEEN MUCH CONTENTION AND MANY DISSENSIONS AWAY UNTO THE LAMANITES, BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT KING BENJAMIN, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE HOLY PROPHETS WHO WERE AMONG HIS PEOPLE—FOR BEHOLD, KING BENJAMIN WAS A HOLY MAN, AND HE DID REIGN OVER HIS PEOPLE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND THERE WERE MANY HOLY MEN IN THE LAND, AND THEY DID SPEAK THE WORD OF GOD WITH POWER AND WITH AUTHORITY; AND THEY DID USE MUCH SHARPNESS BECAUSE OF THE STIFFNECKEDNESS OF THE PEOPLE—WHEREFORE, WITH THE HELP OF THESE, KING BENJAMIN, BY LABORING WITH ALL THE MIGHT OF HIS BODY AND THE FACULTY OF HIS WHOLE SOUL, AND ALSO THE PROPHETS, DID ONCE MORE ESTABLISH PEACE IN THE LAND. AND NOW THERE WAS NO MORE CONTENTION IN ALL THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE WHO BELONGED TO KING BENJAMIN, SO THAT KING BENJAMIN HAD CONTINUAL PEACE ALL THE REMAINDER OF HIS DAYS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE HAD THREE SONS; AND HE CALLED THEIR NAMES MOSIAH, AND HELORUM, AND HELAMAN. AND HE CAUSED THAT THEY SHOULD BE TAUGHT IN ALL THE LANGUAGE OF HIS FATHERS, THAT THEREBY THEY MIGHT BECOME MEN OF UNDERSTANDING; AND THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW CONCERNING THE PROPHECIES WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY THE MOUTHS OF THEIR FATHERS, WHICH WERE DELIVERED THEM BY THE HAND OF THE LORD. AND HE ALSO TAUGHT THEM CONCERNING THE RECORDS WHICH WERE ENGRAVEN ON THE PLATES OF BRASS, SAYING: MY SONS, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER THAT WERE IT NOT FOR THESE PLATES, WHICH CONTAIN THESE RECORDS AND THESE COMMANDMENTS, WE MUST HAVE SUFFERED IN IGNORANCE, EVEN AT THIS PRESENT TIME, NOT KNOWING THE MYSTERIES OF GOD. FOR IT WERE NOT POSSIBLE THAT OUR FATHER, LEHI, COULD HAVE REMEMBERED ALL THESE THINGS, TO HAVE TAUGHT THEM TO HIS CHILDREN, EXCEPT IT WERE FOR THE HELP OF THESE PLATES; FOR HE HAVING BEEN TAUGHT IN THE LANGUAGE OF THE EGYPTIANS THEREFORE HE COULD READ THESE ENGRAVINGS, AND TEACH THEM TO HIS CHILDREN, THAT THEREBY THEY COULD TEACH THEM TO THEIR CHILDREN, AND SO FULFILLING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, EVEN DOWN TO THIS PRESENT TIME. I SAY UNTO YOU, MY SONS, WERE IT NOT FOR THESE THINGS, WHICH HAVE BEEN KEPT AND PRESERVED BY THE HAND OF GOD, THAT WE MIGHT READ AND UNDERSTAND OF HIS MYSTERIES, AND HAVE HIS COMMANDMENTS ALWAYS BEFORE OUR EYES, THAT EVEN OUR FATHERS WOULD HAVE DWINDLED IN UNBELIEF, AND WE SHOULD HAVE BEEN LIKE UNTO OUR BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES, WHO KNOW NOTHING CONCERNING THESE THINGS, OR EVEN DO NOT BELIEVE THEM WHEN THEY ARE TAUGHT THEM, BECAUSE OF THE TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS, WHICH ARE NOT CORRECT. O MY SONS, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER THAT THESE SAYINGS ARE TRUE, AND ALSO THAT THESE RECORDS ARE TRUE. AND BEHOLD, ALSO THE PLATES OF NEPHI, WHICH CONTAIN THE RECORDS AND THE SAYINGS OF OUR FATHERS FROM THE TIME THEY LEFT JERUSALEM UNTIL NOW, AND THEY ARE TRUE; AND WE CAN KNOW OF THEIR SURETY BECAUSE WE HAVE THEM BEFORE OUR EYES. AND NOW, MY SONS, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER TO SEARCH THEM DILIGENTLY, THAT YE MAY PROFIT THEREBY; AND I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, THAT YE MAY PROSPER IN THE LAND ACCORDING TO THE PROMISES WHICH THE LORD MADE UNTO OUR FATHERS. AND MANY MORE THINGS DID KING BENJAMIN TEACH HIS SONS, WHICH ARE NOT WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER KING BENJAMIN HAD MADE AN END OF TEACHING HIS SONS, THAT HE WAXED OLD, AND HE SAW THAT HE MUST VERY SOON GO THE WAY OF ALL THE EARTH; THEREFORE, HE THOUGHT IT EXPEDIENT THAT HE SHOULD CONFER THE KINGDOM UPON ONE OF HIS SONS. THEREFORE, HE HAD MOSIAH BROUGHT BEFORE HIM; AND THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH HE SPAKE UNTO HIM, SAYING: MY SON, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD MAKE A PROCLAMATION THROUGHOUT ALL THIS LAND AMONG ALL THIS PEOPLE, OR THE PEOPLE OF ZARAHEMLA, AND THE PEOPLE OF MOSIAH WHO DWELL IN THE LAND, THAT THEREBY THEY MAY BE GATHERED TOGETHER; FOR ON THE MORROW I SHALL PROCLAIM UNTO THIS MY PEOPLE OUT OF MINE OWN MOUTH THAT THOU ART A KING AND A RULER OVER THIS PEOPLE, WHOM THE LORD OUR GOD HATH GIVEN US. AND MOREOVER, I SHALL GIVE THIS PEOPLE A NAME, THAT THEREBY THEY MAY BE DISTINGUISHED ABOVE ALL THE PEOPLE WHICH THE LORD GOD HATH BROUGHT OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM; AND THIS I DO BECAUSE THEY HAVE BEEN A DILIGENT PEOPLE IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD. AND I GIVE UNTO THEM A NAME THAT NEVER SHALL BE BLOTTED OUT, EXCEPT IT BE THROUGH TRANSGRESSION. YEA, AND MOREOVER I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT IF THIS HIGHLY FAVORED PEOPLE OF THE LORD SHOULD FALL INTO TRANSGRESSION, AND BECOME A WICKED AND AN ADULTEROUS PEOPLE, THAT THE LORD WILL DELIVER THEM UP, THAT THEREBY THEY BECOME WEAK LIKE UNTO THEIR BRETHREN; AND HE WILL NO MORE PRESERVE THEM BY HIS MATCHLESS AND MARVELOUS POWER, AS HE HAS HITHERTO PRESERVED OUR FATHERS. FOR I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT IF HE HAD NOT EXTENDED HIS ARM IN THE PRESERVATION OF OUR FATHERS THEY MUST HAVE FALLEN INTO THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES, AND BECOME VICTIMS TO THEIR HATRED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER KING BENJAMIN HAD MADE AN END OF THESE SAYINGS TO HIS SON, THAT HE GAVE HIM CHARGE CONCERNING ALL THE AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM. AND MOREOVER, HE ALSO GAVE HIM CHARGE CONCERNING THE RECORDS WHICH WERE ENGRAVEN ON THE PLATES OF BRASS; AND ALSO, THE PLATES OF NEPHI; AND ALSO, THE SWORD OF LABAN, AND THE BALL OR DIRECTOR, WHICH LED OUR FATHERS THROUGH THE WILDERNESS, WHICH WAS PREPARED BY THE HAND OF THE LORD THAT THEREBY THEY MIGHT BE LED, EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO THE HEED AND DILIGENCE WHICH THEY GAVE UNTO HIM. THEREFORE, AS THEY WERE UNFAITHFUL, THEY DID NOT PROSPER NOR PROGRESS IN THEIR JOURNEY, BUT WERE DRIVEN BACK, AND INCURRED THE DISPLEASURE OF GOD UPON THEM; AND THEREFORE, THEY WERE SMITTEN WITH FAMINE AND SORE AFFLICTIONS, TO STIR THEM UP IN REMEMBRANCE OF THEIR DUTY. AND NOW, IT CAME TO PASS THAT MOSIAH WENT AND DID AS HIS FATHER HAD COMMANDED HIM, AND PROCLAIMED UNTO ALL THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA THAT THEREBY THEY MIGHT GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER, TO GO UP TO THE TEMPLE TO HEAR THE WORDS WHICH HIS FATHER SHOULD SPEAK UNTO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER MOSIAH HAD DONE AS HIS FATHER HAD COMMANDED HIM, AND HAD MADE A PROCLAMATION THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND, THAT THE PEOPLE GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND, THAT THEY MIGHT GO UP TO THE TEMPLE TO HEAR THE WORDS WHICH KING BENJAMIN SHOULD SPEAK UNTO THEM. AND THERE WERE A GREAT NUMBER, EVEN SO MANY THAT THEY DID NOT NUMBER THEM; FOR THEY HAD MULTIPLIED EXCEEDINGLY AND WAXED GREAT IN THE LAND. AND THEY ALSO TOOK OF THE FIRSTLINGS OF THEIR FLOCKS, THAT THEY MIGHT OFFER SACRIFICE AND BURNT OFFERINGS ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MOSES; AND ALSO THAT THEY MIGHT GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD THEIR GOD, WHO HAD BROUGHT THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, AND WHO HAD DELIVERED THEM OUT OF THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND HAD APPOINTED JUST MEN TO BE THEIR TEACHERS, AND ALSO A JUST MAN TO BE THEIR KING, WHO HAD ESTABLISHED PEACE IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND WHO HAD TAUGHT THEM TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, THAT THEY MIGHT REJOICE AND BE FILLED WITH LOVE TOWARDS GOD AND ALL MEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY CAME UP TO THE TEMPLE, THEY PITCHED THEIR TENTS ROUND ABOUT, EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS FAMILY, CONSISTING OF HIS WIFE, AND HIS SONS, AND HIS DAUGHTERS, AND THEIR SONS, AND THEIR DAUGHTERS, FROM THE ELDEST DOWN TO THE YOUNGEST, EVERY FAMILY BEING SEPARATE ONE FROM ANOTHER. AND THEY PITCHED THEIR TENTS ROUND ABOUT THE TEMPLE, EVERY MAN HAVING HIS TENT WITH THE DOOR THEREOF TOWARDS THE TEMPLE, THAT THEREBY THEY MIGHT REMAIN IN THEIR TENTS AND HEAR THE WORDS WHICH KING BENJAMIN SHOULD SPEAK UNTO THEM; FOR THE MULTITUDE BEING SO GREAT THAT KING BENJAMIN COULD NOT TEACH THEM ALL WITHIN THE WALLS OF THE TEMPLE, THEREFORE HE CAUSED A TOWER TO BE ERECTED, THAT THEREBY HIS PEOPLE MIGHT HEAR THE WORDS WHICH HE SHOULD SPEAK UNTO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE BEGAN TO SPEAK TO HIS PEOPLE FROM THE TOWER; AND THEY COULD NOT ALL HEAR HIS WORDS BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THE MULTITUDE; THEREFORE, HE CAUSED THAT THE WORDS WHICH HE SPAKE SHOULD BE WRITTEN AND SENT FORTH AMONG THOSE THAT WERE NOT UNDER THE SOUND OF HIS VOICE, THAT THEY MIGHT ALSO RECEIVE HIS WORDS. AND THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH HE SPAKE AND CAUSED TO BE WRITTEN, SAYING: MY BRETHREN, ALL YE THAT HAVE ASSEMBLED YOURSELVES TOGETHER, YOU THAT CAN HEAR MY WORDS WHICH I SHALL SPEAK UNTO YOU THIS DAY; FOR I HAVE NOT COMMANDED YOU TO COME UP HITHER TO TRIFLE WITH THE WORDS WHICH I SHALL SPEAK, BUT THAT YOU SHOULD HEARKEN UNTO ME, AND OPEN YOUR EARS THAT YE MAY HEAR, AND YOUR HEARTS THAT YE MAY UNDERSTAND, AND YOUR MINDS THAT THE MYSTERIES OF GOD MAY BE UNFOLDED TO YOUR VIEW. I HAVE NOT COMMANDED YOU TO COME UP HITHER THAT YE SHOULD FEAR ME, OR THAT YE SHOULD THINK THAT I OF MYSELF AM MORE THAN A MORTAL MAN. BUT I AM LIKE AS YOURSELVES, SUBJECT TO ALL MANNER OF INFIRMITIES IN BODY AND MIND; YET I HAVE BEEN CHOSEN BY THIS PEOPLE, AND CONSECRATED BY MY FATHER, AND WAS SUFFERED BY THE HAND OF THE LORD THAT I SHOULD BE A RULER AND A KING OVER THIS PEOPLE; AND HAVE BEEN KEPT AND PRESERVED BY HIS MATCHLESS POWER, TO SERVE YOU WITH ALL THE MIGHT, MIND AND STRENGTH WHICH THE LORD HATH GRANTED UNTO ME. I SAY UNTO YOU THAT AS I HAVE BEEN SUFFERED TO SPEND MY DAYS IN YOUR SERVICE, EVEN UP TO THIS TIME, AND HAVE NOT SOUGHT GOLD NOR SILVER NOR ANY MANNER OF RICHES OF YOU; NEITHER HAVE I SUFFERED THAT YE SHOULD BE CONFINED IN DUNGEONS, NOR THAT YE SHOULD MAKE SLAVES ONE OF ANOTHER, NOR THAT YE SHOULD MURDER, OR PLUNDER, OR STEAL, OR COMMIT ADULTERY; NOR EVEN HAVE I SUFFERED THAT YE SHOULD COMMIT ANY MANNER OF WICKEDNESS, AND HAVE TAUGHT YOU THAT YE SHOULD KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, IN ALL THINGS WHICH HE HATH COMMANDED YOU—AND EVEN I, MYSELF, HAVE LABORED WITH MINE OWN HANDS THAT I MIGHT SERVE YOU, AND THAT YE SHOULD NOT BE LADEN WITH TAXES, AND THAT THERE SHOULD NOTHING COME UPON YOU WHICH WAS GRIEVOUS TO BE BORNE—AND OF ALL THESE THINGS WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN, YE YOURSELVES ARE WITNESSES THIS DAY. YET, MY BRETHREN, I HAVE NOT DONE THESE THINGS THAT I MIGHT BOAST, NEITHER DO I TELL THESE THINGS THAT THEREBY I MIGHT ACCUSE YOU; BUT I TELL YOU THESE THINGS THAT YE MAY KNOW THAT I CAN ANSWER A CLEAR CONSCIENCE BEFORE GOD THIS DAY. BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT BECAUSE I SAID UNTO YOU THAT I HAD SPENT MY DAYS IN YOUR SERVICE, I DO NOT DESIRE TO BOAST, FOR I HAVE ONLY BEEN IN THE SERVICE OF GOD. AND BEHOLD, I TELL YOU THESE THINGS THAT YE MAY LEARN WISDOM; THAT YE MAY LEARN THAT WHEN YE ARE IN THE SERVICE OF YOUR FELLOW BEINGS YE ARE ONLY IN THE SERVICE OF YOUR GOD. BEHOLD, YE HAVE CALLED ME YOUR KING; AND IF I, WHOM YE CALL YOUR KING, DO LABOR TO SERVE YOU, THEN OUGHT NOT YE TO LABOR TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER? AND BEHOLD ALSO, IF I, WHOM YE CALL YOUR KING, WHO HAS SPENT HIS DAYS IN YOUR SERVICE, AND YET HAS BEEN IN THE SERVICE OF GOD, DO MERIT ANY THANKS FROM YOU, O HOW YOU OUGHT TO THANK YOUR HEAVENLY KING! I SAY UNTO YOU, MY BRETHREN, THAT IF YOU SHOULD RENDER ALL THE THANKS AND PRAISE WHICH YOUR WHOLE SOUL HAS POWER TO POSSESS, TO THAT GOD WHO HAS CREATED YOU, AND HAS KEPT AND PRESERVED YOU, AND HAS CAUSED THAT YE SHOULD REJOICE, AND HAS GRANTED THAT YE SHOULD LIVE IN PEACE ONE WITH ANOTHER—I SAY UNTO YOU THAT IF YE SHOULD SERVE HIM WHO HAS CREATED YOU FROM THE BEGINNING, AND IS PRESERVING YOU FROM DAY TO DAY, BY LENDING YOU BREATH, THAT YE MAY LIVE AND MOVE AND DO ACCORDING TO YOUR OWN WILL, AND EVEN SUPPORTING YOU FROM ONE MOMENT TO ANOTHER—I SAY, IF YE SHOULD SERVE HIM WITH ALL YOUR WHOLE SOULS YET YE WOULD BE UNPROFITABLE SERVANTS. AND BEHOLD, ALL THAT HE REQUIRES OF YOU IS TO KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS; AND HE HAS PROMISED YOU THAT IF YE WOULD KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS YE SHOULD PROSPER IN THE LAND; AND HE NEVER DOTH VARY FROM THAT WHICH HE HATH SAID; THEREFORE, IF YE DO KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS HE DOTH BLESS YOU AND PROSPER YOU. AND NOW, IN THE FIRST PLACE, HE HATH CREATED YOU, AND GRANTED UNTO YOU YOUR LIVES, FOR WHICH YE ARE INDEBTED UNTO HIM. AND SECONDLY, HE DOTH REQUIRE THAT YE SHOULD DO AS HE HATH COMMANDED YOU; FOR WHICH IF YE DO, HE DOTH IMMEDIATELY BLESS YOU; AND THEREFORE, HE HATH PAID YOU. AND YE ARE STILL INDEBTED UNTO HIM, AND ARE, AND WILL BE, FOREVER AND EVER; THEREFORE, OF WHAT HAVE YE TO BOAST? AND NOW I ASK, CAN YE SAY AUGHT OF YOURSELVES? I ANSWER YOU, NAY. YE CANNOT SAY THAT YE ARE EVEN AS MUCH AS THE DUST OF THE EARTH; YET YE WERE CREATED OF THE DUST OF THE EARTH; BUT BEHOLD, IT BELONGETH TO HIM WHO CREATED YOU. AND I, EVEN I, WHOM YE CALL YOUR KING, AM NO BETTER THAN YE YOURSELVES ARE; FOR I AM ALSO OF THE DUST. AND YE BEHOLD THAT I AM OLD, AND AM ABOUT TO YIELD UP THIS MORTAL FRAME TO ITS MOTHER EARTH. THEREFORE, AS I SAID UNTO YOU THAT I HAD SERVED YOU, WALKING WITH A CLEAR CONSCIENCE BEFORE GOD, EVEN SO I AT THIS TIME HAVE CAUSED THAT YE SHOULD ASSEMBLE YOURSELVES TOGETHER, THAT I MIGHT BE FOUND BLAMELESS, AND THAT YOUR BLOOD SHOULD NOT COME UPON ME, WHEN I SHALL STAND TO BE JUDGED OF GOD OF THE THINGS, WHEREOF HE HATH COMMANDED ME CONCERNING YOU. I SAY UNTO YOU THAT I HAVE CAUSED THAT YE SHOULD ASSEMBLE YOURSELVES TOGETHER THAT I MIGHT RID MY GARMENTS OF YOUR BLOOD, AT THIS PERIOD OF TIME WHEN I AM ABOUT TO GO DOWN TO MY GRAVE, THAT I MIGHT GO DOWN IN PEACE, AND MY IMMORTAL SPIRIT MAY JOIN THE CHOIRS ABOVE IN SINGING THE PRAISES OF A JUST GOD. AND MOREOVER, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT I HAVE CAUSED THAT YE SHOULD ASSEMBLE YOURSELVES TOGETHER, THAT I MIGHT DECLARE UNTO YOU THAT I CAN NO LONGER BE YOUR TEACHER, NOR YOUR KING; FOR EVEN AT THIS TIME, MY WHOLE FRAME DOTH TREMBLE EXCEEDINGLY WHILE ATTEMPTING TO SPEAK UNTO YOU; BUT THE LORD GOD DOTH SUPPORT ME, AND HATH SUFFERED ME THAT I SHOULD SPEAK UNTO YOU, AND HATH COMMANDED ME THAT I SHOULD DECLARE UNTO YOU THIS DAY, THAT MY SON MOSIAH IS A KING AND A RULER OVER YOU. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD DO AS YE HAVE HITHERTO DONE. AS YE HAVE KEPT MY COMMANDMENTS, AND ALSO THE COMMANDMENTS OF MY FATHER, AND HAVE PROSPERED, AND HAVE BEEN KEPT FROM FALLING INTO THE HANDS OF YOUR ENEMIES, EVEN SO IF YE SHALL KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF MY SON, OR THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD WHICH SHALL BE DELIVERED UNTO YOU BY HIM, YE SHALL PROSPER IN THE LAND, AND YOUR ENEMIES SHALL HAVE NO POWER OVER YOU. BUT, O MY PEOPLE, BEWARE LEST THERE SHALL ARISE CONTENTIONS AMONG YOU, AND YE LIST TO OBEY THE EVIL SPIRIT, WHICH WAS SPOKEN OF BY MY FATHER MOSIAH. FOR BEHOLD, THERE IS A WO PRONOUNCED UPON HIM WHO LISTETH TO OBEY THAT SPIRIT; FOR IF HE LISTETH TO OBEY HIM, AND REMAINETH AND DIETH IN HIS SINS, THE SAME DRINKETH DAMNATION TO HIS OWN SOUL; FOR HE RECEIVETH FOR HIS WAGES AN EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT, HAVING TRANSGRESSED THE LAW OF GOD CONTRARY TO HIS OWN KNOWLEDGE. I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THERE ARE NOT ANY AMONG YOU, EXCEPT IT BE YOUR LITTLE CHILDREN THAT HAVE NOT BEEN TAUGHT CONCERNING THESE THINGS, BUT WHAT KNOWETH THAT YE ARE ETERNALLY INDEBTED TO YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN], TO RENDER TO HIM ALL THAT YOU HAVE AND ARE; AND ALSO HAVE BEEN TAUGHT CONCERNING THE RECORDS WHICH CONTAIN THE PROPHECIES WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN BY THE HOLY PROPHETS, EVEN DOWN TO THE TIME OUR FATHER, LEHI, LEFT JERUSALEM; AND ALSO, ALL THAT HAS BEEN SPOKEN BY OUR FATHERS UNTIL NOW. AND BEHOLD, ALSO, THEY SPAKE THAT WHICH WAS COMMANDED THEM OF THE LORD; THEREFORE, THEY ARE JUST AND TRUE. AND NOW, I SAY UNTO YOU, MY BRETHREN, THAT AFTER YE HAVE KNOWN AND HAVE BEEN TAUGHT ALL THESE THINGS, IF YE SHOULD TRANSGRESS AND GO CONTRARY TO THAT WHICH HAS BEEN SPOKEN, THAT YE DO WITHDRAW YOURSELVES FROM THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD, THAT IT MAY HAVE NO PLACE IN YOU TO GUIDE YOU IN WISDOM’S PATHS THAT YE MAY BE BLESSED, PROSPERED, AND PRESERVED— I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THE MAN THAT DOETH THIS, THE SAME COMETH OUT IN OPEN REBELLION AGAINST GOD; THEREFORE HE LISTETH TO OBEY THE EVIL SPIRIT, AND BECOMETH AN ENEMY TO ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS; THEREFORE, THE LORD HAS NO PLACE IN HIM, FOR HE DWELLETH NOT IN UNHOLY TEMPLES. THEREFORE, IF THAT MAN REPENTETH NOT, AND REMAINETH AND DIETH AN ENEMY TO GOD, THE DEMANDS OF DIVINE JUSTICE DO AWAKEN HIS IMMORTAL SOUL TO A LIVELY SENSE OF HIS OWN GUILT, WHICH DOTH CAUSE HIM TO SHRINK FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, AND DOTH FILL HIS BREAST WITH GUILT, AND PAIN, AND ANGUISH, WHICH IS LIKE AN UNQUENCHABLE FIRE, WHOSE FLAME ASCENDETH UP FOREVER AND EVER. AND NOW I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT MERCY HATH NO CLAIM ON THAT MAN; THEREFORE, HIS FINAL DOOM IS TO ENDURE A NEVER-ENDING TORMENT. O, ALL YE OLD MEN, AND ALSO YE YOUNG MEN, AND YOU LITTLE CHILDREN WHO CAN UNDERSTAND MY WORDS, FOR I HAVE SPOKEN PLAINLY UNTO YOU THAT YE MIGHT UNDERSTAND, I PRAY THAT YE SHOULD AWAKE TO A REMEMBRANCE OF THE AWFUL SITUATION OF THOSE THAT HAVE FALLEN INTO TRANSGRESSION. AND MOREOVER, I WOULD DESIRE THAT YE SHOULD CONSIDER ON THE BLESSED AND HAPPY STATE OF THOSE THAT KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. FOR BEHOLD, THEY ARE BLESSED IN ALL THINGS, BOTH TEMPORAL AND SPIRITUAL; AND IF THEY HOLD OUT FAITHFUL TO THE END THEY ARE RECEIVED INTO HEAVEN, THAT THEREBY THEY MAY DWELL WITH GOD IN A STATE OF NEVER-ENDING HAPPINESS. O REMEMBER, REMEMBER THAT THESE THINGS ARE TRUE; FOR THE LORD GOD HATH SPOKEN IT. AND AGAIN, MY BRETHREN, I WOULD CALL YOUR ATTENTION, FOR I HAVE SOMEWHAT MORE TO SPEAK UNTO YOU; FOR BEHOLD, I HAVE THINGS TO TELL YOU CONCERNING THAT WHICH IS TO COME. AND THE THINGS WHICH I SHALL TELL YOU ARE MADE KNOWN UNTO ME BY AN ANGEL FROM GOD. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: AWAKE; AND I AWOKE, AND BEHOLD HE STOOD BEFORE ME. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: AWAKE, AND HEAR THE WORDS WHICH I SHALL TELL THEE; FOR BEHOLD, I AM COME TO DECLARE UNTO YOU THE GLAD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY. FOR THE LORD HATH HEARD THY PRAYERS, AND HATH JUDGED OF THY RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND HATH SENT ME TO DECLARE UNTO THEE THAT THOU MAYEST REJOICE; AND THAT THOU MAYEST DECLARE UNTO THY PEOPLE, THAT THEY MAY ALSO BE FILLED WITH JOY. FOR BEHOLD, THE TIME COMETH, AND IS NOT FAR DISTANT, THAT WITH POWER, THE LORD OMNIPOTENT WHO REIGNETH, WHO WAS, AND IS FROM ALL ETERNITY TO ALL ETERNITY, SHALL COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND SHALL DWELL IN A TABERNACLE OF CLAY, AND SHALL GO FORTH AMONGST MEN, WORKING MIGHTY MIRACLES, SUCH AS HEALING THE SICK, RAISING THE DEAD, CAUSING THE LAME TO WALK, THE BLIND TO RECEIVE THEIR SIGHT, AND THE DEAF TO HEAR, AND CURING ALL MANNER OF DISEASES. AND HE SHALL CAST OUT DEVILS, OR THE EVIL SPIRITS WHICH DWELL IN THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND LO, HE SHALL SUFFER TEMPTATIONS, AND PAIN OF BODY, HUNGER, THIRST, AND FATIGUE, EVEN MORE THAN MAN CAN SUFFER, EXCEPT IT BE UNTO DEATH; FOR BEHOLD, BLOOD COMETH FROM EVERY PORE, SO GREAT SHALL BE HIS ANGUISH FOR THE WICKEDNESS AND THE ABOMINATIONS OF HIS PEOPLE. AND HE SHALL BE CALLED JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS FROM THE BEGINNING; AND HIS MOTHER SHALL BE CALLED MARY. AND LO, HE COMETH UNTO HIS OWN, THAT SALVATION MIGHT COME UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN EVEN THROUGH FAITH ON HIS NAME; AND EVEN AFTER ALL THIS THEY SHALL CONSIDER HIM A MAN, AND SAY THAT HE HATH A DEVIL, AND SHALL SCOURGE HIM, AND SHALL CRUCIFY HIM. AND HE SHALL RISE THE THIRD DAY FROM THE DEAD; AND BEHOLD, HE STANDETH TO JUDGE THE WORLD; AND BEHOLD, ALL THESE THINGS ARE DONE THAT A RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT MIGHT COME UPON THE CHILDREN OF MEN. FOR BEHOLD, AND ALSO HIS BLOOD ATONETH FOR THE SINS OF THOSE WHO HAVE FALLEN BY THE TRANSGRESSION OF ADAM, WHO HAVE DIED NOT KNOWING THE WILL OF GOD CONCERNING THEM, OR WHO HAVE IGNORANTLY SINNED. BUT WO, WO UNTO HIM WHO KNOWETH THAT HE REBELLETH AGAINST GOD! FOR SALVATION COMETH TO NONE SUCH EXCEPT IT BE THROUGH REPENTANCE AND FAITH ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. AND THE LORD GOD HATH SENT HIS HOLY PROPHETS AMONG ALL THE CHILDREN OF MEN, TO DECLARE THESE THINGS TO EVERY KINDRED, NATION, AND TONGUE, THAT THEREBY WHOSOEVER SHOULD BELIEVE THAT CHRIST SHOULD COME, THE SAME MIGHT RECEIVE REMISSION OF THEIR SINS, AND REJOICE WITH EXCEEDINGLY GREAT JOY, EVEN AS THOUGH HE HAD ALREADY COME AMONG THEM. YET THE LORD GOD SAW THAT HIS PEOPLE WERE A STIFFNECKED PEOPLE, AND HE APPOINTED UNTO THEM A LAW, EVEN THE LAW OF MOSES. AND MANY SIGNS, AND WONDERS, AND TYPES, AND SHADOWS SHOWED HE UNTO THEM, CONCERNING HIS COMING; AND ALSO, HOLY PROPHETS SPAKE UNTO THEM CONCERNING HIS COMING; AND YET THEY HARDENED THEIR HEARTS, AND UNDERSTOOD NOT THAT THE LAW OF MOSES AVAILETH NOTHING EXCEPT IT WERE THROUGH THE ATONEMENT OF HIS BLOOD. AND EVEN IF IT WERE POSSIBLE THAT LITTLE CHILDREN COULD SIN THEY COULD NOT BE SAVED; BUT I SAY UNTO YOU THEY ARE BLESSED; FOR BEHOLD, AS IN ADAM, OR BY NATURE, THEY FALL, EVEN SO THE BLOOD OF CHRIST ATONETH FOR THEIR SINS. AND MOREOVER, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THERE SHALL BE NO OTHER NAME GIVEN NOR ANY OTHER WAY NOR MEANS WHEREBY SALVATION CAN COME UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, ONLY IN AND THROUGH THE NAME OF CHRIST, THE LORD OMNIPOTENT. FOR BEHOLD HE JUDGETH, AND HIS JUDGMENT IS JUST; AND THE INFANT PERISHETH NOT THAT DIETH IN HIS INFANCY; BUT MEN DRINK DAMNATION TO THEIR OWN SOULS EXCEPT THEY HUMBLE THEMSELVES AND BECOME AS LITTLE CHILDREN, AND BELIEVE THAT SALVATION WAS, AND IS, AND IS TO COME, IN AND THROUGH THE ATONING BLOOD OF CHRIST, THE LORD OMNIPOTENT. FOR THE NATURAL MAN IS AN ENEMY TO GOD, AND HAS BEEN FROM THE FALL OF ADAM, AND WILL BE, FOREVER AND EVER, UNLESS HE YIELDS TO THE ENTICINGS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND PUTTETH OFF THE NATURAL MAN AND BECOMETH A SAINT THROUGH THE ATONEMENT OF CHRIST THE LORD, AND BECOMETH AS A CHILD, SUBMISSIVE, MEEK, HUMBLE, PATIENT, FULL OF LOVE, WILLING TO SUBMIT TO ALL THINGS WHICH THE LORD SEETH FIT TO INFLICT UPON HIM, EVEN AS A CHILD DOTH SUBMIT TO HIS FATHER. AND MOREOVER, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THE TIME SHALL COME WHEN THE KNOWLEDGE OF A SAVIOR SHALL SPREAD THROUGHOUT EVERY NATION, KINDRED, TONGUE, AND PEOPLE. AND BEHOLD, WHEN THAT TIME COMETH, NONE SHALL BE FOUND BLAMELESS BEFORE GOD, EXCEPT IT BE LITTLE CHILDREN, ONLY THROUGH REPENTANCE AND FAITH ON THE NAME OF THE LORD GOD OMNIPOTENT. AND EVEN AT THIS TIME, WHEN THOU SHALT HAVE TAUGHT THY PEOPLE THE THINGS WHICH THE LORD THY GOD HATH COMMANDED THEE, EVEN THEN ARE THEY FOUND NO MORE BLAMELESS IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, ONLY ACCORDING TO THE WORDS WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO THEE. AND NOW I HAVE SPOKEN THE WORDS WHICH THE LORD GOD HATH COMMANDED ME. AND THUS, SAITH THE LORD: THEY SHALL STAND AS A BRIGHT TESTIMONY AGAINST THIS PEOPLE, AT THE JUDGMENT DAY; WHEREOF THEY SHALL BE JUDGED, EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS, WHETHER THEY BE GOOD, OR WHETHER THEY BE EVIL. AND IF THEY BE EVIL, THEY ARE CONSIGNED TO AN AWFUL VIEW OF THEIR OWN GUILT AND ABOMINATIONS, WHICH DOTH CAUSE THEM TO SHRINK FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD INTO A STATE OF MISERY AND ENDLESS TORMENT, FROM WHENCE THEY CAN NO MORE RETURN; THEREFORE, THEY HAVE DRUNK DAMNATION TO THEIR OWN SOULS. THEREFORE, THEY HAVE DRUNK OUT OF THE CUP OF THE WRATH OF GOD, WHICH JUSTICE COULD NO MORE DENY UNTO THEM THAN IT COULD DENY THAT ADAM SHOULD FALL BECAUSE OF HIS PARTAKING OF THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT; THEREFORE, MERCY COULD HAVE CLAIM ON THEM NO MORE FOREVER. AND THEIR TORMENT IS AS A LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE, WHOSE FLAMES ARE UNQUENCHABLE, AND WHOSE SMOKE ASCENDETH UP FOREVER AND EVER. THUS, HATH THE LORD COMMANDED ME. AMEN.
MOSIAH 2
AND NOW, IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN KING BENJAMIN HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING THE WORDS WHICH HAD BEEN DELIVERED UNTO HIM BY THE ANGEL OF THE LORD, THAT HE CAST HIS EYES ROUND ABOUT ON THE MULTITUDE, AND BEHOLD THEY HAD FALLEN TO THE EARTH, FOR THE FEAR OF THE LORD HAD COME UPON THEM. AND THEY HAD VIEWED THEMSELVES IN THEIR OWN CARNAL STATE, EVEN LESS THAN THE DUST OF THE EARTH. AND THEY ALL CRIED ALOUD WITH ONE VOICE, SAYING: O HAVE MERCY, AND APPLY THE ATONING BLOOD OF CHRIST THAT WE MAY RECEIVE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS, AND OUR HEARTS MAY BE PURIFIED; FOR WE BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, WHO CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND ALL THINGS; WHO SHALL COME DOWN AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THEY HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD CAME UPON THEM, AND THEY WERE FILLED WITH JOY, HAVING RECEIVED A REMISSION OF THEIR SINS, AND HAVING PEACE OF CONSCIENCE, BECAUSE OF THE EXCEEDING FAITH WHICH THEY HAD IN JESUS CHRIST WHO SHOULD COME, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS WHICH KING BENJAMIN HAD SPOKEN UNTO THEM. AND KING BENJAMIN AGAIN OPENED HIS MOUTH AND BEGAN TO SPEAK UNTO THEM, SAYING: MY FRIENDS AND MY BRETHREN, MY KINDRED AND MY PEOPLE, I WOULD AGAIN CALL YOUR ATTENTION, THAT YE MAY HEAR AND UNDERSTAND THE REMAINDER OF MY WORDS WHICH I SHALL SPEAK UNTO YOU. FOR BEHOLD, IF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD AT THIS TIME HAS AWAKENED YOU TO A SENSE OF YOUR NOTHINGNESS, AND YOUR WORTHLESS AND FALLEN STATE—I SAY UNTO YOU, IF YE HAVE COME TO A KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD, AND HIS MATCHLESS POWER, AND HIS WISDOM, AND HIS PATIENCE, AND HIS LONG-SUFFERING TOWARDS THE CHILDREN OF MEN; AND ALSO, THE ATONEMENT WHICH HAS BEEN PREPARED FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, THAT THEREBY SALVATION MIGHT COME TO HIM THAT SHOULD PUT HIS TRUST IN THE LORD, AND SHOULD BE DILIGENT IN KEEPING HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND CONTINUE IN THE FAITH EVEN UNTO THE END OF HIS LIFE, I MEAN THE LIFE OF THE MORTAL BODY—I SAY, THAT THIS IS THE MAN WHO RECEIVETH SALVATION, THROUGH THE ATONEMENT WHICH WAS PREPARED FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD FOR ALL MANKIND, WHICH EVER WERE SINCE THE FALL OF ADAM, OR WHO ARE, OR WHO EVER SHALL BE, EVEN UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD. AND THIS IS THE MEANS WHEREBY SALVATION COMETH. AND THERE IS NONE OTHER SALVATION SAVE THIS WHICH HATH BEEN SPOKEN OF; NEITHER ARE THERE ANY CONDITIONS WHEREBY MAN CAN BE SAVED EXCEPT THE CONDITIONS WHICH I HAVE TOLD YOU. BELIEVE IN GOD; BELIEVE THAT HE IS, AND THAT HE CREATED ALL THINGS, BOTH IN HEAVEN AND IN EARTH; BELIEVE THAT HE HAS ALL WISDOM, AND ALL POWER, BOTH IN HEAVEN AND IN EARTH; BELIEVE THAT MAN DOTH NOT COMPREHEND ALL THE THINGS WHICH THE LORD CAN COMPREHEND. AND AGAIN, BELIEVE THAT YE MUST REPENT OF YOUR SINS AND FORSAKE THEM, AND HUMBLE YOURSELVES BEFORE GOD; AND ASK IN SINCERITY OF HEART THAT HE WOULD FORGIVE YOU; AND NOW, IF YOU BELIEVE ALL THESE THINGS SEE THAT YE DO THEM. AND AGAIN I SAY UNTO YOU AS I HAVE SAID BEFORE, THAT AS YE HAVE COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLORY OF GOD, OR IF YE HAVE KNOWN OF HIS GOODNESS AND HAVE TASTED OF HIS LOVE, AND HAVE RECEIVED A REMISSION OF YOUR SINS, WHICH CAUSETH SUCH EXCEEDINGLY GREAT JOY IN YOUR SOULS, EVEN SO I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER, AND ALWAYS RETAIN IN REMEMBRANCE, THE GREATNESS OF GOD, AND YOUR OWN NOTHINGNESS, AND HIS GOODNESS AND LONG-SUFFERING TOWARDS YOU, UNWORTHY CREATURES, AND HUMBLE YOURSELVES EVEN IN THE DEPTHS OF HUMILITY, CALLING ON THE NAME OF THE LORD DAILY, AND STANDING STEADFASTLY IN THE FAITH OF THAT WHICH IS TO COME, WHICH WAS SPOKEN BY THE MOUTH OF THE ANGEL. AND BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT IF YE DO THIS YE SHALL ALWAYS REJOICE, AND BE FILLED WITH THE LOVE OF GOD, AND ALWAYS RETAIN A REMISSION OF YOUR SINS; AND YE SHALL GROW IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLORY OF HIM THAT CREATED YOU, OR IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THAT WHICH IS JUST AND TRUE. AND YE WILL NOT HAVE A MIND TO INJURE ONE ANOTHER, BUT TO LIVE PEACEABLY, AND TO RENDER TO EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH IS HIS DUE. AND YE WILL NOT SUFFER YOUR CHILDREN THAT THEY GO HUNGRY, OR NAKED; NEITHER WILL YE SUFFER THAT THEY TRANSGRESS THE LAWS OF GOD, AND FIGHT AND QUARREL ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND SERVE THE DEVIL, WHO IS THE MASTER OF SIN, OR WHO IS THE EVIL SPIRIT WHICH HATH BEEN SPOKEN OF BY OUR FATHERS, HE BEING AN ENEMY TO ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS. BUT YE WILL TEACH THEM TO WALK IN THE WAYS OF TRUTH AND SOBERNESS; YE WILL TEACH THEM TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER, AND TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER. AND ALSO, YE YOURSELVES WILL SUCCOR THOSE THAT STAND IN NEED OF YOUR SUCCOR; YE WILL ADMINISTER OF YOUR SUBSTANCE UNTO HIM THAT STANDETH IN NEED; AND YE WILL NOT SUFFER THAT THE BEGGAR PUTTETH UP HIS PETITION TO YOU IN VAIN, AND TURN HIM OUT TO PERISH. PERHAPS THOU SHALT SAY: THE MAN HAS BROUGHT UPON HIMSELF HIS MISERY; THEREFORE, I WILL STAY MY HAND, AND WILL NOT GIVE UNTO HIM OF MY FOOD, NOR IMPART UNTO HIM OF MY SUBSTANCE THAT HE MAY NOT SUFFER, FOR HIS PUNISHMENTS ARE JUST—BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, O MAN, WHOSOEVER DOETH THIS THE SAME HATH GREAT CAUSE TO REPENT; AND EXCEPT HE REPENTETH OF THAT WHICH HE HATH DONE HE PERISHETH FOREVER, AND HATH NO INTEREST IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD. FOR BEHOLD, ARE WE NOT ALL BEGGARS? DO WE NOT ALL DEPEND UPON THE SAME BEING, EVEN GOD, FOR ALL THE SUBSTANCE WHICH WE HAVE, FOR BOTH FOOD AND RAIMENT, AND FOR GOLD, AND FOR SILVER, AND FOR ALL THE RICHES WHICH WE HAVE OF EVERY KIND? AND BEHOLD, EVEN AT THIS TIME, YE HAVE BEEN CALLING ON HIS NAME, AND BEGGING FOR A REMISSION OF YOUR SINS. AND HAS HE SUFFERED THAT YE HAVE BEGGED IN VAIN? NAY; HE HAS POURED OUT HIS SPIRIT UPON YOU, AND HAS CAUSED THAT YOUR HEARTS SHOULD BE FILLED WITH JOY, AND HAS CAUSED THAT YOUR MOUTHS SHOULD BE STOPPED THAT YE COULD NOT FIND UTTERANCE, SO EXCEEDINGLY GREAT WAS YOUR JOY. AND NOW, IF GOD, WHO HAS CREATED YOU, ON WHOM YOU ARE DEPENDENT FOR YOUR LIVES AND FOR ALL THAT YE HAVE AND ARE, DOTH GRANT UNTO YOU WHATSOEVER YE ASK THAT IS RIGHT, IN FAITH, BELIEVING THAT YE SHALL RECEIVE, O THEN, HOW YE OUGHT TO IMPART OF THE SUBSTANCE THAT YE HAVE ONE TO ANOTHER. AND IF YE JUDGE THE MAN WHO PUTTETH UP HIS PETITION TO YOU FOR YOUR SUBSTANCE THAT HE, PERISH NOT, AND CONDEMN HIM, HOW MUCH MORE JUST WILL BE YOUR CONDEMNATION FOR WITHHOLDING YOUR SUBSTANCE, WHICH DOTH NOT BELONG TO YOU BUT TO GOD, TO WHOM ALSO YOUR LIFE BELONGETH; AND YET YE PUT UP NO PETITION, NOR REPENT OF THE THING WHICH THOU HAST DONE. I SAY UNTO YOU, WO BE UNTO THAT MAN, FOR HIS SUBSTANCE SHALL PERISH WITH HIM; AND NOW, I SAY THESE THINGS UNTO THOSE WHO ARE RICH AS PERTAINING TO THE THINGS OF THIS WORLD. AND AGAIN, I SAY UNTO THE POOR, YE WHO HAVE NOT AND YET, HAVE SUFFICIENT, THAT YE REMAIN FROM DAY TO DAY; I MEAN ALL YOU WHO DENY THE BEGGAR, BECAUSE YE HAVE NOT; I WOULD THAT YE SAY IN YOUR HEARTS THAT: I GIVE NOT BECAUSE I HAVE NOT, BUT IF I HAD I WOULD GIVE. AND NOW, IF YE SAY THIS IN YOUR HEARTS YE REMAIN GUILTLESS, OTHERWISE YE ARE CONDEMNED; AND YOUR CONDEMNATION IS JUST FOR YE COVET THAT WHICH YE HAVE NOT RECEIVED. AND NOW, FOR THE SAKE OF THESE THINGS WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU—THAT IS, FOR THE SAKE OF RETAINING A REMISSION OF YOUR SINS FROM DAY TO DAY, THAT YE MAY WALK GUILTLESS BEFORE GOD—I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD IMPART OF YOUR SUBSTANCE TO THE POOR, EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH HE HATH, SUCH AS FEEDING THE HUNGRY, CLOTHING THE NAKED, VISITING THE SICK AND ADMINISTERING TO THEIR RELIEF, BOTH SPIRITUALLY AND TEMPORALLY, ACCORDING TO THEIR WANTS. AND SEE THAT ALL THESE THINGS ARE DONE IN WISDOM AND ORDER; FOR IT IS NOT REQUISITE THAT A MAN SHOULD RUN FASTER THAN HE HAS STRENGTH. AND AGAIN, IT IS EXPEDIENT THAT HE SHOULD BE DILIGENT, THAT THEREBY HE MIGHT WIN THE PRIZE; THEREFORE, ALL THINGS MUST BE DONE IN ORDER. AND I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER, THAT WHOSOEVER AMONG YOU BORROWETH OF HIS NEIGHBOR SHOULD RETURN THE THING THAT HE BORROWETH, ACCORDING AS HE DOTH AGREE, OR ELSE THOU SHALT COMMIT SIN; AND PERHAPS THOU SHALT CAUSE THY NEIGHBOR TO COMMIT SIN ALSO. AND FINALLY, I CANNOT TELL YOU ALL THE THINGS WHEREBY YE MAY COMMIT SIN; FOR THERE ARE DIVER’S WAYS AND MEANS, EVEN SO MANY THAT I CANNOT NUMBER THEM. BUT THIS MUCH I CAN TELL YOU, THAT IF YE DO NOT WATCH YOURSELVES, AND YOUR THOUGHTS, AND YOUR WORDS, AND YOUR DEEDS, AND OBSERVE THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND CONTINUE IN THE FAITH OF WHAT YE HAVE HEARD CONCERNING THE COMING OF OUR LORD, EVEN UNTO THE END OF YOUR LIVES, YE MUST PERISH. AND NOW, O MAN, REMEMBER, AND PERISH NOT.
MOSIAH 3
AND NOW, IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN KING BENJAMIN HAD THUS SPOKEN TO HIS PEOPLE, HE SENT AMONG THEM, DESIRING TO KNOW OF HIS PEOPLE IF THEY BELIEVED THE WORDS WHICH HE HAD SPOKEN UNTO THEM. AND THEY ALL CRIED WITH ONE VOICE, SAYING: YEA, WE BELIEVE ALL THE WORDS WHICH THOU HAST SPOKEN UNTO US; AND ALSO, WE KNOW OF THEIR SURETY AND TRUTH, BECAUSE OF THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD OMNIPOTENT, WHICH HAS WROUGHT A MIGHTY CHANGE IN US, OR IN OUR HEARTS, THAT WE HAVE NO MORE DISPOSITION TO DO EVIL, BUT TO DO GOOD CONTINUALLY. AND WE, OURSELVES, ALSO, THROUGH THE INFINITE GOODNESS OF GOD, AND THE MANIFESTATIONS OF HIS SPIRIT, HAVE GREAT VIEWS OF THAT WHICH IS TO COME; AND WERE IT EXPEDIENT, WE COULD PROPHESY OF ALL THINGS. AND IT IS THE FAITH WHICH WE HAVE HAD ON THE THINGS WHICH OUR KING HAS SPOKEN UNTO US THAT HAS BROUGHT US TO THIS GREAT KNOWLEDGE, WHEREBY WE DO REJOICE WITH SUCH EXCEEDINGLY GREAT JOY. AND WE ARE WILLING TO ENTER INTO A COVENANT WITH OUR GOD TO DO HIS WILL, AND TO BE OBEDIENT TO HIS COMMANDMENTS IN ALL THINGS THAT HE SHALL COMMAND US, ALL THE REMAINDER OF OUR DAYS, THAT WE MAY NOT BRING UPON OURSELVES A NEVER-ENDING TORMENT, AS HAS BEEN SPOKEN BY THE ANGEL, THAT WE MAY NOT DRINK OUT OF THE CUP OF THE WRATH OF GOD. AND NOW, THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH KING BENJAMIN DESIRED OF THEM; AND THEREFORE, HE SAID UNTO THEM: YE HAVE SPOKEN THE WORDS THAT I DESIRED; AND THE COVENANT WHICH YE HAVE MADE IS A RIGHTEOUS COVENANT. AND NOW, BECAUSE OF THE COVENANT WHICH YE HAVE MADE YE SHALL BE CALLED THE CHILDREN OF CHRIST, HIS SONS, AND HIS DAUGHTERS; FOR BEHOLD, THIS DAY HE HATH SPIRITUALLY BEGOTTEN YOU; FOR YE SAY THAT YOUR HEARTS ARE CHANGED THROUGH FAITH ON HIS NAME; THEREFORE, YE ARE BORN OF HIM AND HAVE BECOME HIS SONS AND HIS DAUGHTERS. AND UNDER THIS HEAD YE ARE MADE FREE, AND THERE IS NO OTHER HEAD WHEREBY YE CAN BE MADE FREE. THERE IS NO OTHER NAME GIVEN WHEREBY SALVATION COMETH; THEREFORE, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD TAKE UPON YOU THE NAME OF CHRIST, ALL YOU THAT HAVE ENTERED INTO THE COVENANT WITH GOD THAT YE SHOULD BE OBEDIENT UNTO THE END OF YOUR LIVES. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT WHOSOEVER DOETH THIS SHALL BE FOUND AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, FOR HE SHALL KNOW THE NAME BY WHICH HE IS CALLED; FOR HE SHALL BE CALLED BY THE NAME OF CHRIST. AND NOW IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT WHOSOEVER SHALL NOT TAKE UPON HIM THE NAME OF CHRIST MUST BE CALLED BY SOME OTHER NAME; THEREFORE, HE FINDETH HIMSELF ON THE LEFT HAND OF GOD. AND I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER ALSO, THAT THIS IS THE NAME THAT I SAID I SHOULD GIVE UNTO YOU THAT NEVER SHOULD BE BLOTTED OUT, EXCEPT IT BE THROUGH TRANSGRESSION; THEREFORE, TAKE HEED THAT YE DO NOT TRANSGRESS, THAT THE NAME BE NOT BLOTTED OUT OF YOUR HEARTS. I SAY UNTO YOU, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER TO RETAIN THE NAME WRITTEN ALWAYS IN YOUR HEARTS, THAT YE ARE NOT FOUND ON THE LEFT HAND OF GOD, BUT THAT YE HEAR AND KNOW THE VOICE BY WHICH YE SHALL BE CALLED, AND ALSO, THE NAME BY WHICH HE SHALL CALL YOU. FOR HOW KNOWETH A MAN THE MASTER WHOM HE HAS NOT SERVED, AND WHO IS A STRANGER UNTO HIM, AND IS FAR FROM THE THOUGHTS AND INTENTS OF HIS HEART? AND AGAIN, DOTH A MAN, TAKE AN ASS WHICH BELONGETH TO HIS NEIGHBOR, AND KEEP HIM? I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY; HE WILL NOT EVEN SUFFER THAT HE SHALL FEED AMONG HIS FLOCKS, BUT WILL DRIVE HIM AWAY, AND CAST HIM OUT. I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT EVEN SO SHALL IT BE AMONG YOU IF YE KNOW NOT THE NAME BY WHICH YE ARE CALLED. THEREFORE, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD BE STEADFAST AND IMMOVABLE, ALWAYS ABOUNDING IN GOOD WORKS, THAT CHRIST, THE LORD GOD OMNIPOTENT, MAY SEAL YOU HIS, THAT YOU MAY BE BROUGHT TO HEAVEN, THAT YE MAY HAVE EVERLASTING SALVATION AND ETERNAL LIFE, THROUGH THE WISDOM, AND POWER, AND JUSTICE, AND MERCY OF HIM WHO CREATED ALL THINGS, IN HEAVEN AND IN EARTH, WHO IS GOD ABOVE ALL. AMEN.
MOSIAH 4
AND NOW, KING BENJAMIN THOUGHT IT WAS EXPEDIENT, AFTER HAVING FINISHED SPEAKING TO THE PEOPLE, THAT HE SHOULD TAKE THE NAMES OF ALL THOSE WHO HAD ENTERED INTO A COVENANT WITH GOD TO KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WAS NOT ONE SOUL, EXCEPT IT WERE LITTLE CHILDREN, BUT WHO HAD ENTERED INTO THE COVENANT AND HAD TAKEN UPON THEM THE NAME OF CHRIST. AND AGAIN, IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN KING BENJAMIN HAD MADE AN END OF ALL THESE THINGS, AND HAD CONSECRATED HIS SON MOSIAH TO BE A RULER AND A KING OVER HIS PEOPLE, AND HAD GIVEN HIM ALL THE CHARGES CONCERNING THE KINGDOM, AND ALSO HAD APPOINTED PRIESTS TO TEACH THE PEOPLE, THAT THEREBY THEY MIGHT HEAR AND KNOW THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND TO STIR THEM UP IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE OATH WHICH THEY HAD MADE, HE DISMISSED THE MULTITUDE, AND THEY RETURNED, EVERY ONE, ACCORDING TO THEIR FAMILIES, TO THEIR OWN HOUSES. AND MOSIAH BEGAN TO REIGN IN HIS FATHER’S STEAD. AND HE BEGAN TO REIGN IN THE THIRTIETH YEAR OF HIS AGE, MAKING IN THE WHOLE, ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SIX YEARS FROM THE TIME THAT LEHI LEFT JERUSALEM. AND KING BENJAMIN LIVED THREE YEARS AND HE DIED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KING MOSIAH DID WALK IN THE WAYS OF THE LORD, AND DID OBSERVE HIS JUDGMENTS AND HIS STATUTES, AND DID KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS IN ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER HE COMMANDED HIM. AND KING MOSIAH DID CAUSE HIS PEOPLE THAT THEY SHOULD TILL THE EARTH. AND HE ALSO, HIMSELF, DID TILL THE EARTH, THAT THEREBY HE MIGHT NOT BECOME BURDENSOME TO HIS PEOPLE, THAT HE MIGHT DO ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH HIS FATHER HAD DONE IN ALL THINGS. AND THERE WAS NO CONTENTION AMONG ALL HIS PEOPLE FOR THE SPACE OF THREE YEARS.
MOSIAH 5
AND NOW, IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER KING MOSIAH HAD HAD CONTINUAL PEACE FOR THE SPACE OF THREE YEARS, HE WAS DESIROUS TO KNOW CONCERNING THE PEOPLE WHO WENT UP TO DWELL IN THE LAND OF LEHI-NEPHI, OR IN THE CITY OF LEHI-NEPHI; FOR HIS PEOPLE HAD HEARD NOTHING FROM THEM FROM THE TIME THEY LEFT THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA; THEREFORE, THEY WEARIED HIM WITH THEIR TEASINGS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KING MOSIAH GRANTED THAT SIXTEEN OF THEIR STRONG MEN MIGHT GO UP TO THE LAND OF LEHI-NEPHI, TO INQUIRE CONCERNING THEIR BRETHREN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ON THE MORROW THEY STARTED TO GO UP, HAVING WITH THEM ONE AMMON, HE BEING A STRONG AND MIGHTY MAN, AND A DESCENDANT OF ZARAHEMLA; AND HE WAS ALSO THEIR LEADER. AND NOW, THEY KNEW NOT THE COURSE THEY SHOULD TRAVEL IN THE WILDERNESS TO GO UP TO THE LAND OF LEHI-NEPHI; THEREFORE, THEY WANDERED MANY DAYS IN THE WILDERNESS, EVEN FORTY DAYS DID THEY WANDER. AND WHEN THEY HAD WANDERED FORTY DAYS THEY CAME TO A HILL, WHICH IS NORTH OF THE LAND OF SHILOM, AND THERE THEY PITCHED THEIR TENTS. AND AMMON TOOK THREE OF HIS BRETHREN, AND THEIR NAMES WERE AMALEKI, HELEM, AND HEM, AND THEY WENT DOWN INTO THE LAND OF NEPHI. AND BEHOLD, THEY MET THE KING OF THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF NEPHI, AND IN THE LAND OF SHILOM; AND THEY WERE SURROUNDED BY THE KING’S GUARD, AND WERE TAKEN, AND WERE BOUND, AND WERE COMMITTED TO PRISON. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THEY HAD BEEN IN PRISON TWO DAYS THEY WERE AGAIN BROUGHT BEFORE THE KING, AND THEIR BANDS WERE LOOSED; AND THEY STOOD BEFORE THE KING, AND WERE PERMITTED, OR RATHER COMMANDED, THAT THEY SHOULD ANSWER THE QUESTIONS WHICH HE SHOULD ASK THEM. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, I AM LIMHI, THE SON OF NOAH, WHO WAS THE SON OF ZENIFF, WHO CAME UP OUT OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA TO INHERIT THIS LAND, WHICH WAS THE LAND OF THEIR FATHERS, WHO WAS MADE A KING BY THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE. AND NOW, I DESIRE TO KNOW THE CAUSE WHEREBY YE WERE SO BOLD AS TO COME NEAR THE WALLS OF THE CITY, WHEN I, MYSELF, WAS WITH MY GUARDS WITHOUT THE GATE? AND NOW, FOR THIS CAUSE HAVE I SUFFERED THAT YE SHOULD BE PRESERVED, THAT I MIGHT INQUIRE OF YOU, OR ELSE I SHOULD HAVE CAUSED THAT MY GUARDS SHOULD HAVE PUT YOU TO DEATH. YE ARE PERMITTED TO SPEAK. AND NOW, WHEN AMMON SAW THAT HE WAS PERMITTED TO SPEAK, HE WENT FORTH AND BOWED HIMSELF BEFORE THE KING; AND RISING AGAIN HE SAID: O KING, I AM VERY THANKFUL BEFORE GOD THIS DAY THAT I AM YET ALIVE, AND AM PERMITTED TO SPEAK; AND I WILL ENDEAVOR TO SPEAK WITH BOLDNESS; FOR I AM ASSURED THAT IF YE HAD KNOWN ME YE WOULD NOT HAVE SUFFERED THAT I SHOULD HAVE WORN THESE BANDS. FOR I AM AMMON, AND AM A DESCENDANT OF ZARAHEMLA, AND HAVE COME UP OUT OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA TO INQUIRE CONCERNING OUR BRETHREN, WHOM ZENIFF BROUGHT UP OUT OF THAT LAND. AND NOW, IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER LIMHI HAD HEARD THE WORDS OF AMMON, HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY GLAD, AND SAID: NOW, I KNOW OF A SURETY THAT MY BRETHREN WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA ARE YET ALIVE. AND NOW, I WILL REJOICE; AND ON THE MORROW I WILL CAUSE THAT MY PEOPLE SHALL REJOICE ALSO. FOR BEHOLD, WE ARE IN BONDAGE TO THE LAMANITES, AND ARE TAXED WITH A TAX WHICH IS GRIEVOUS TO BE BORNE. AND NOW, BEHOLD, OUR BRETHREN WILL DELIVER US OUT OF OUR BONDAGE, OR OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES, AND WE WILL BE THEIR SLAVES; FOR IT IS BETTER THAT WE BE SLAVES TO THE NEPHITES THAN TO PAY TRIBUTE TO THE KING OF THE LAMANITES. AND NOW, KING LIMHI COMMANDED HIS GUARDS THAT THEY SHOULD NO MORE BIND AMMON NOR HIS BRETHREN, BUT CAUSED THAT THEY SHOULD GO TO THE HILL WHICH WAS NORTH OF SHILOM, AND BRING THEIR BRETHREN INTO THE CITY, THAT THEREBY THEY MIGHT EAT, AND DRINK, AND REST THEMSELVES FROM THE LABORS OF THEIR JOURNEY; FOR THEY HAD SUFFERED MANY THINGS; THEY HAD SUFFERED HUNGER, THIRST, AND FATIGUE. AND NOW, IT CAME TO PASS ON THE MORROW THAT KING LIMHI SENT A PROCLAMATION AMONG ALL HIS PEOPLE, THAT THEREBY THEY MIGHT GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER TO THE TEMPLE, TO HEAR THE WORDS WHICH HE SHOULD SPEAK UNTO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER THAT HE SPAKE UNTO THEM IN THIS WISE, SAYING: O YE, MY PEOPLE, LIFT UP YOUR HEADS AND BE COMFORTED; FOR BEHOLD, THE TIME IS AT HAND, OR IS NOT FAR DISTANT, WHEN WE SHALL NO LONGER BE IN SUBJECTION TO OUR ENEMIES, NOTWITHSTANDING OUR MANY STRUGGLINGS, WHICH HAVE BEEN IN VAIN; YET I TRUST THERE REMAINETH AN EFFECTUAL STRUGGLE TO BE MADE. THEREFORE, LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, AND REJOICE, AND PUT YOUR TRUST IN GOD, IN THAT GOD WHO WAS THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB; AND ALSO, THAT GOD WHO BROUGHT THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND CAUSED THAT THEY SHOULD WALK THROUGH THE RED SEA ON DRY GROUND, AND FED THEM WITH MANNA THAT THEY MIGHT NOT PERISH IN THE WILDERNESS; AND MANY MORE THINGS DID HE DO FOR THEM. AND AGAIN, THAT SAME GOD HAS BROUGHT OUR FATHERS OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, AND HAS KEPT AND PRESERVED HIS PEOPLE EVEN UNTIL NOW; AND BEHOLD, IT IS BECAUSE OF OUR INIQUITIES AND ABOMINATIONS THAT HE HAS BROUGHT US INTO BONDAGE. AND YE ALL ARE WITNESSES THIS DAY, THAT ZENIFF, WHO WAS MADE KING OVER THIS PEOPLE, HE BEING OVER-ZEALOUS TO INHERIT THE LAND OF HIS FATHERS, THEREFORE BEING DECEIVED BY THE CUNNING AND CRAFTINESS OF KING LAMAN, WHO HAVING ENTERED INTO A TREATY WITH KING ZENIFF, AND HAVING YIELDED UP INTO HIS HANDS THE POSSESSIONS OF A PART OF THE LAND, OR EVEN THE CITY OF LEHI-NEPHI, AND THE CITY OF SHILOM; AND THE LAND ROUND ABOUT—AND ALL THIS HE DID, FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF BRINGING THIS PEOPLE INTO SUBJECTION OR INTO BONDAGE. AND BEHOLD, WE AT THIS TIME DO PAY TRIBUTE TO THE KING OF THE LAMANITES, TO THE AMOUNT OF ONE HALF OF OUR CORN, AND OUR BARLEY, AND EVEN ALL OUR GRAIN OF EVERY KIND, AND ONE HALF OF THE INCREASE OF OUR FLOCKS AND OUR HERDS; AND EVEN ONE HALF OF ALL WE HAVE OR POSSESS THE KING OF THE LAMANITES DOTH EXACT OF US, OR OUR LIVES. AND NOW, IS NOT THIS GRIEVOUS TO BE BORNE? AND IS NOT THIS, OUR AFFLICTION, GREAT? NOW BEHOLD, HOW GREAT REASON WE HAVE TO MOURN. YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, GREAT ARE THE REASONS WHICH WE HAVE TO MOURN; FOR BEHOLD HOW MANY OF OUR BRETHREN HAVE BEEN SLAIN, AND THEIR BLOOD HAS BEEN SPILT IN VAIN, AND ALL BECAUSE OF INIQUITY. FOR IF THIS PEOPLE HAD NOT FALLEN INTO TRANSGRESSION THE LORD WOULD NOT HAVE SUFFERED THAT THIS GREAT EVIL SHOULD COME UPON THEM. BUT BEHOLD, THEY WOULD NOT HEARKEN UNTO HIS WORDS; BUT THERE AROSE CONTENTIONS AMONG THEM, EVEN SO MUCH THAT THEY DID SHED BLOOD AMONG THEMSELVES. AND A PROPHET OF THE LORD HAVE THEY SLAIN; YEA, A CHOSEN MAN OF GOD, WHO TOLD THEM OF THEIR WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS, AND PROPHESIED OF MANY THINGS WHICH ARE TO COME, YEA, EVEN THE COMING OF CHRIST. AND BECAUSE HE SAID UNTO THEM THAT CHRIST WAS THE GOD, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL THINGS, AND SAID THAT HE SHOULD TAKE UPON HIM THE IMAGE OF MAN, AND IT SHOULD BE THE IMAGE AFTER WHICH MAN WAS CREATED IN THE BEGINNING; OR IN OTHER WORDS, HE SAID THAT MAN WAS CREATED AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD, AND THAT GOD SHOULD COME DOWN AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND TAKE UPON HIM FLESH AND BLOOD, AND GO FORTH UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH—AND NOW, BECAUSE HE SAID THIS, THEY DID PUT HIM TO DEATH; AND MANY MORE THINGS DID THEY DO WHICH BROUGHT DOWN THE WRATH OF GOD UPON THEM. THEREFORE, WHO WONDERETH THAT THEY ARE IN BONDAGE, AND THAT THEY ARE SMITTEN WITH SORE AFFLICTIONS? FOR BEHOLD, THE LORD HATH SAID: I WILL NOT SUCCOR MY PEOPLE IN THE DAY OF THEIR TRANSGRESSION; BUT I WILL HEDGE UP THEIR WAYS THAT THEY PROSPER NOT; AND THEIR DOINGS SHALL BE AS A STUMBLING BLOCK BEFORE THEM. AND AGAIN, HE SAITH: IF MY PEOPLE SHALL SOW, FILTHINESS THEY SHALL REAP THE CHAFF THEREOF IN THE WHIRLWIND; AND THE EFFECT THEREOF IS POISON. AND AGAIN, HE SAITH: IF MY PEOPLE SHALL SOW, FILTHINESS THEY SHALL REAP THE EAST WIND, WHICH BRINGETH IMMEDIATE DESTRUCTION. AND NOW, BEHOLD, THE PROMISE OF THE LORD IS FULFILLED, AND YE ARE SMITTEN AND AFFLICTED. BUT IF YE WILL TURN TO THE LORD WITH FULL PURPOSE OF HEART, AND PUT YOUR TRUST IN HIM, AND SERVE HIM WITH ALL DILIGENCE OF MIND, IF YE DO THIS, HE WILL, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN WILL AND PLEASURE, DELIVER YOU OUT OF BONDAGE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER KING LIMHI HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING TO HIS PEOPLE, FOR HE SPAKE MANY THINGS UNTO THEM AND ONLY A FEW OF THEM HAVE I WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK, HE TOLD HIS PEOPLE ALL THE THINGS CONCERNING THEIR BRETHREN WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. AND HE CAUSED THAT AMMON SHOULD STAND UP BEFORE THE MULTITUDE, AND REHEARSE UNTO THEM ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED UNTO THEIR BRETHREN FROM THE TIME THAT ZENIFF WENT UP OUT OF THE LAND EVEN UNTIL THE TIME THAT HE HIMSELF CAME UP OUT OF THE LAND. AND HE ALSO REHEARSED UNTO THEM THE LAST WORDS WHICH KING BENJAMIN HAD TAUGHT THEM, AND EXPLAINED THEM TO THE PEOPLE OF KING LIMHI, SO THAT THEY MIGHT UNDERSTAND ALL THE WORDS WHICH HE SPAKE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER HE HAD DONE ALL THIS, THAT KING LIMHI DISMISSED THE MULTITUDE, AND CAUSED THAT THEY SHOULD RETURN EVERY ONE UNTO HIS OWN HOUSE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE CAUSED THAT THE PLATES WHICH CONTAINED THE RECORD OF HIS PEOPLE FROM THE TIME THAT THEY LEFT THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, SHOULD BE BROUGHT BEFORE AMMON, THAT HE MIGHT READ THEM. NOW, AS SOON AS AMMON HAD READ THE RECORD, THE KING INQUIRED OF HIM TO KNOW IF HE COULD INTERPRET LANGUAGES, AND AMMON TOLD HIM THAT HE COULD NOT. AND THE KING SAID UNTO HIM: BEING GRIEVED FOR THE AFFLICTIONS OF MY PEOPLE, I CAUSED THAT FORTY AND THREE OF MY PEOPLE SHOULD TAKE A JOURNEY INTO THE WILDERNESS, THAT THEREBY THEY MIGHT FIND THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, THAT WE MIGHT APPEAL UNTO OUR BRETHREN TO DELIVER US OUT OF BONDAGE. AND THEY WERE LOST IN THE WILDERNESS FOR THE SPACE OF MANY DAYS, YET THEY WERE DILIGENT, AND FOUND NOT THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA BUT RETURNED TO THIS LAND, HAVING TRAVELED IN A LAND AMONG MANY WATERS, HAVING DISCOVERED A LAND WHICH WAS COVERED WITH BONES OF MEN, AND OF BEASTS, AND WAS ALSO COVERED WITH RUINS OF BUILDINGS OF EVERY KIND, HAVING DISCOVERED A LAND WHICH HAD BEEN PEOPLED WITH A PEOPLE WHO WERE AS NUMEROUS AS THE HOSTS OF ISRAEL. AND FOR A TESTIMONY THAT THE THINGS THAT THEY HAD SAID ARE TRUE THEY HAVE BROUGHT TWENTY-FOUR PLATES WHICH ARE FILLED WITH ENGRAVINGS, AND THEY ARE OF PURE GOLD. AND BEHOLD, ALSO, THEY HAVE BROUGHT BREASTPLATES, WHICH ARE LARGE, AND THEY ARE OF BRASS AND OF COPPER, AND ARE PERFECTLY SOUND. AND AGAIN, THEY HAVE BROUGHT SWORDS, THE HILTS THEREOF HAVE PERISHED, AND THE BLADES THEREOF WERE CANKERED WITH RUST; AND THERE IS NO ONE IN THE LAND THAT IS ABLE TO INTERPRET THE LANGUAGE OR THE ENGRAVINGS THAT ARE ON THE PLATES. THEREFORE, I SAID UNTO THEE: CANST THOU TRANSLATE? AND I SAY UNTO THEE AGAIN: KNOWEST THOU OF ANY ONE THAT CAN TRANSLATE? FOR I AM DESIROUS THAT THESE RECORDS SHOULD BE TRANSLATED INTO OUR LANGUAGE; FOR, PERHAPS, THEY WILL GIVE US A KNOWLEDGE OF A REMNANT OF THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN DESTROYED, FROM WHENCE THESE RECORDS CAME; OR, PERHAPS, THEY WILL GIVE US A KNOWLEDGE OF THIS VERY PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN DESTROYED; AND I AM DESIROUS TO KNOW THE CAUSE OF THEIR DESTRUCTION. NOW AMMON SAID UNTO HIM: I CAN ASSUREDLY TELL THEE, O KING, OF A MAN THAT CAN TRANSLATE THE RECORDS; FOR HE HAS WHEREWITH THAT HE CAN LOOK, AND TRANSLATE ALL RECORDS THAT ARE OF ANCIENT DATE; AND IT IS A GIFT FROM GOD. AND THE THINGS ARE CALLED INTERPRETERS, AND NO MAN CAN LOOK IN THEM EXCEPT HE BE COMMANDED, LEST HE SHOULD LOOK FOR THAT HE OUGHT NOT AND HE SHOULD PERISH. AND WHOSOEVER IS COMMANDED TO LOOK IN THEM, THE SAME IS CALLED SEER. AND BEHOLD, THE KING OF THE PEOPLE WHO ARE IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA IS THE MAN THAT IS COMMANDED TO DO THESE THINGS, AND WHO HAS THIS HIGH GIFT FROM GOD. AND THE KING SAID THAT A SEER IS GREATER THAN A PROPHET. AND AMMON SAID THAT A SEER IS A REVELATOR AND A PROPHET ALSO; AND A GIFT WHICH IS GREATER CAN NO MAN HAVE, EXCEPT HE SHOULD POSSESS THE POWER OF GOD, WHICH NO MAN CAN; YET A MAN MAY HAVE GREAT POWER GIVEN HIM FROM GOD. BUT A SEER CAN KNOW OF THINGS WHICH ARE PAST, AND ALSO OF THINGS WHICH ARE TO COME, AND BY THEM SHALL ALL THINGS BE REVEALED, OR, RATHER, SHALL SECRET THINGS BE MADE MANIFEST, AND HIDDEN THINGS SHALL COME TO LIGHT, AND THINGS WHICH ARE NOT KNOWN SHALL BE MADE KNOWN BY THEM, AND ALSO THINGS SHALL BE MADE KNOWN BY THEM WHICH OTHERWISE COULD NOT BE KNOWN. THUS, GOD HAS PROVIDED A MEANS THAT MAN, THROUGH FAITH, MIGHT WORK MIGHTY MIRACLES; THEREFORE, HE BECOMETH A GREAT BENEFIT TO HIS FELLOW BEINGS. AND NOW, WHEN AMMON HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING THESE WORDS THE KING REJOICED EXCEEDINGLY, AND GAVE THANKS TO GOD, SAYING: DOUBTLESS A GREAT MYSTERY IS CONTAINED WITHIN THESE PLATES, AND THESE INTERPRETERS WERE DOUBTLESS PREPARED FOR THE PURPOSE OF UNFOLDING ALL SUCH MYSTERIES TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN. O HOW MARVELOUS ARE THE WORKS OF THE LORD, AND HOW LONG DOTH HE, SUFFER WITH HIS PEOPLE; YEA, AND HOW BLIND AND IMPENETRABLE ARE THE UNDERSTANDINGS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN; FOR THEY WILL NOT SEEK WISDOM, NEITHER DO THEY DESIRE THAT SHE SHOULD RULE OVER THEM! YEA, THEY ARE AS A WILD FLOCK WHICH FLEETH FROM THE SHEPHERD, AND SCATTERETH, AND ARE DRIVEN, AND ARE DEVOURED BY THE BEASTS OF THE FOREST. THE RECORD OF ZENIFF—AN ACCOUNT OF HIS PEOPLE, FROM THE TIME THEY LEFT THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA UNTIL THE TIME THAT THEY WERE DELIVERED OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES. 
MOSIAH 6
I, ZENIFF, HAVING BEEN TAUGHT IN ALL THE LANGUAGE OF THE NEPHITES, AND HAVING HAD A KNOWLEDGE OF THE LAND OF NEPHI, OR OF THE LAND OF OUR FATHERS’ FIRST INHERITANCE, AND HAVING BEEN SENT AS A SPY AMONG THE LAMANITES THAT I MIGHT SPY OUT THEIR FORCES, THAT OUR ARMY MIGHT COME UPON THEM AND DESTROY THEM—BUT WHEN I SAW THAT WHICH WAS GOOD AMONG THEM I WAS DESIROUS THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE DESTROYED. THEREFORE, I CONTENDED WITH MY BRETHREN IN THE WILDERNESS, FOR I WOULD THAT OUR RULER SHOULD MAKE A TREATY WITH THEM; BUT HE BEING AN AUSTERE AND A BLOODTHIRSTY MAN COMMANDED THAT I SHOULD BE SLAIN; BUT I WAS RESCUED BY THE SHEDDING OF MUCH BLOOD; FOR FATHER FOUGHT AGAINST FATHER, AND BROTHER AGAINST BROTHER, UNTIL THE GREATER NUMBER OF OUR ARMY WAS DESTROYED IN THE WILDERNESS; AND WE RETURNED, THOSE OF US THAT WERE SPARED, TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, TO RELATE THAT TALE TO THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN. AND YET, I BEING OVER-ZEALOUS TO INHERIT THE LAND OF OUR FATHERS, COLLECTED AS MANY AS WERE DESIROUS TO GO UP TO POSSESS THE LAND, AND STARTED AGAIN ON OUR JOURNEY INTO THE WILDERNESS TO GO UP TO THE LAND; BUT WE WERE SMITTEN WITH FAMINE AND SORE AFFLICTIONS; FOR WE WERE SLOW TO REMEMBER THE LORD OUR GOD. NEVERTHELESS, AFTER MANY DAYS’, WANDERING IN THE WILDERNESS WE PITCHED OUR TENTS IN THE PLACE WHERE OUR BRETHREN WERE SLAIN, WHICH WAS NEAR TO THE LAND OF OUR FATHERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I WENT AGAIN WITH FOUR OF MY MEN INTO THE CITY, IN UNTO THE KING, THAT I MIGHT KNOW OF THE DISPOSITION OF THE KING, AND THAT I MIGHT KNOW IF I MIGHT GO IN WITH MY PEOPLE AND POSSESS THE LAND IN PEACE. AND I WENT IN UNTO THE KING, AND HE COVENANTED WITH ME THAT I MIGHT POSSESS THE LAND OF LEHI-NEPHI, AND THE LAND OF SHILOM. AND HE ALSO COMMANDED THAT HIS PEOPLE SHOULD DEPART OUT OF THE LAND, AND I AND MY PEOPLE WENT INTO THE LAND THAT WE MIGHT POSSESS IT. AND WE BEGAN TO BUILD BUILDINGS, AND TO REPAIR THE WALLS OF THE CITY, YEA, EVEN THE WALLS OF THE CITY OF LEHI-NEPHI, AND THE CITY OF SHILOM. AND WE BEGAN TO TILL THE GROUND, YEA, EVEN WITH ALL MANNER OF SEEDS, WITH SEEDS OF CORN, AND OF WHEAT, AND OF BARLEY, AND WITH NEAS, AND WITH SHEUM, AND WITH SEEDS OF ALL MANNER OF FRUITS; AND WE DID BEGIN TO MULTIPLY AND PROSPER IN THE LAND. NOW IT WAS THE CUNNING AND THE CRAFTINESS OF KING LAMAN, TO BRING MY PEOPLE INTO BONDAGE, THAT HE YIELDED UP THE LAND THAT WE MIGHT POSSESS IT. THEREFORE, IT CAME TO PASS, THAT AFTER WE HAD DWELT IN THE LAND FOR THE SPACE OF TWELVE YEARS THAT KING LAMAN BEGAN TO GROW UNEASY, LEST BY ANY MEANS MY PEOPLE SHOULD WAX STRONG IN THE LAND, AND THAT THEY COULD NOT OVERPOWER THEM AND BRING THEM INTO BONDAGE. NOW THEY WERE A LAZY AND AN IDOLATROUS PEOPLE; THEREFORE, THEY WERE DESIROUS TO BRING US INTO BONDAGE, THAT THEY MIGHT GLUT THEMSELVES WITH THE LABORS OF OUR HANDS; YEA, THAT THEY MIGHT FEAST THEMSELVES UPON THE FLOCKS OF OUR FIELDS. THEREFORE, IT CAME TO PASS THAT KING LAMAN BEGAN TO STIR UP HIS PEOPLE THAT THEY SHOULD CONTEND WITH MY PEOPLE; THEREFORE, THERE BEGAN TO BE WARS AND CONTENTIONS IN THE LAND. FOR, IN THE THIRTEENTH YEAR OF MY REIGN IN THE LAND OF NEPHI, AWAY ON THE SOUTH OF THE LAND OF SHILOM, WHEN MY PEOPLE WERE WATERING AND FEEDING THEIR FLOCKS, AND TILLING THEIR LANDS, A NUMEROUS HOST OF LAMANITES CAME UPON THEM AND BEGAN TO SLAY THEM, AND TO TAKE OFF THEIR FLOCKS, AND THE CORN OF THEIR FIELDS. YEA, AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY FLED, ALL THAT WERE NOT OVERTAKEN, EVEN INTO THE CITY OF NEPHI, AND DID CALL UPON ME FOR PROTECTION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I DID ARM THEM WITH BOWS, AND WITH ARROWS, WITH SWORDS, AND WITH CIMETERS, AND WITH CLUBS, AND WITH SLINGS, AND WITH ALL MANNER OF WEAPONS WHICH WE COULD INVENT, AND I AND MY PEOPLE DID GO FORTH AGAINST THE LAMANITES TO BATTLE. YEA, IN THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD DID WE GO FORTH TO BATTLE AGAINST THE LAMANITES; FOR I AND MY PEOPLE DID CRY MIGHTILY TO THE LORD THAT HE WOULD DELIVER US OUT OF THE HANDS OF OUR ENEMIES, FOR WE WERE AWAKENED TO A REMEMBRANCE OF THE DELIVERANCE OF OUR FATHERS. AND GOD DID HEAR OUR CRIES AND DID ANSWER OUR PRAYERS; AND WE DID GO FORTH IN HIS MIGHT; YEA, WE DID GO FORTH AGAINST THE LAMANITES, AND IN ONE DAY AND A NIGHT WE DID SLAY THREE THOUSAND AND FORTY-THREE; WE DID SLAY THEM EVEN UNTIL WE HAD DRIVEN THEM OUT OF OUR LAND. AND I, MYSELF, WITH MINE OWN HANDS, DID HELP TO BURY THEIR DEAD. AND BEHOLD, TO OUR GREAT SORROW AND LAMENTATION, TWO HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-NINE OF OUR BRETHREN WERE SLAIN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE AGAIN BEGAN TO ESTABLISH THE KINGDOM AND WE AGAIN BEGAN TO POSSESS THE LAND IN PEACE. AND I CAUSED THAT THERE SHOULD BE WEAPONS OF WAR MADE OF EVERY KIND, THAT THEREBY I MIGHT HAVE WEAPONS FOR MY PEOPLE AGAINST THE TIME THE LAMANITES SHOULD COME UP AGAIN TO WAR AGAINST MY PEOPLE. AND I SET GUARDS ROUND ABOUT THE LAND, THAT THE LAMANITES MIGHT NOT COME UPON US AGAIN UNAWARES AND DESTROY US; AND THUS, I DID GUARD MY PEOPLE AND MY FLOCKS, AND KEEP THEM FROM FALLING INTO THE HANDS OF OUR ENEMIES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID INHERIT THE LAND OF OUR FATHERS FOR MANY YEARS, YEA, FOR THE SPACE OF TWENTY AND TWO YEARS. AND I DID CAUSE THAT THE MEN SHOULD TILL THE GROUND, AND RAISE ALL MANNER OF GRAIN AND ALL MANNER OF FRUIT OF EVERY KIND. AND I DID CAUSE THAT THE WOMEN SHOULD SPIN, AND TOIL, AND WORK, AND WORK ALL MANNER OF FINE LINEN, YEA, AND CLOTH OF EVERY KIND, THAT WE MIGHT CLOTHE OUR NAKEDNESS; AND THUS, WE DID PROSPER IN THE LAND—THUS WE DID HAVE CONTINUAL PEACE IN THE LAND FOR THE SPACE OF TWENTY AND TWO YEARS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KING LAMAN DIED, AND HIS SON BEGAN TO REIGN IN HIS STEAD. AND HE BEGAN TO STIR HIS PEOPLE UP IN REBELLION AGAINST MY PEOPLE; THEREFORE, THEY BEGAN TO PREPARE FOR WAR, AND TO COME UP TO BATTLE AGAINST MY PEOPLE. BUT I HAD SENT MY SPIES OUT ROUND ABOUT THE LAND OF SHEMLON, THAT I MIGHT DISCOVER THEIR PREPARATIONS, THAT I MIGHT GUARD AGAINST THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT COME UPON MY PEOPLE AND DESTROY THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY CAME UP UPON THE NORTH OF THE LAND OF SHILOM, WITH THEIR NUMEROUS HOSTS, MEN ARMED WITH BOWS, AND WITH ARROWS, AND WITH SWORDS, AND WITH CIMETERS, AND WITH STONES, AND WITH SLINGS; AND THEY HAD THEIR HEADS SHAVED THAT THEY WERE NAKED; AND THEY WERE GIRDED WITH A LEATHERN GIRDLE ABOUT THEIR LOINS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I CAUSED THAT THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN OF MY PEOPLE SHOULD BE HID IN THE WILDERNESS; AND I ALSO CAUSED THAT ALL MY OLD MEN THAT COULD BEAR ARMS, AND ALSO ALL MY YOUNG MEN THAT WERE ABLE TO BEAR ARMS, SHOULD GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER TO GO TO BATTLE AGAINST THE LAMANITES; AND I DID PLACE THEM IN THEIR RANKS, EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS AGE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID GO UP TO BATTLE AGAINST THE LAMANITES; AND I, EVEN I, IN MY OLD AGE, DID GO UP TO BATTLE AGAINST THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID GO UP IN THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD TO BATTLE. NOW, THE LAMANITES KNEW NOTHING CONCERNING THE LORD, NOR THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD, THEREFORE THEY DEPENDED UPON THEIR OWN STRENGTH. YET THEY WERE A STRONG PEOPLE, AS TO THE STRENGTH OF MEN. THEY WERE A WILD, AND FEROCIOUS, AND A BLOOD-THIRSTY PEOPLE, BELIEVING IN THE TRADITION OF THEIR FATHERS, WHICH IS THIS—BELIEVING THAT THEY WERE DRIVEN OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM BECAUSE OF THE INIQUITIES OF THEIR FATHERS, AND THAT THEY WERE WRONGED IN THE WILDERNESS BY THEIR BRETHREN, AND THEY WERE ALSO WRONGED WHILE CROSSING THE SEA; AND AGAIN, THAT THEY WERE WRONGED WHILE IN THE LAND OF THEIR FIRST INHERITANCE, AFTER THEY HAD CROSSED THE SEA, AND ALL THIS BECAUSE THAT NEPHI WAS MORE FAITHFUL IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD—THEREFORE HE WAS FAVORED OF THE LORD, FOR THE LORD HEARD HIS PRAYERS AND ANSWERED THEM, AND HE TOOK THE LEAD OF THEIR JOURNEY IN THE WILDERNESS. AND HIS BRETHREN WERE WROTH WITH HIM BECAUSE THEY UNDERSTOOD NOT THE DEALINGS OF THE LORD; THEY WERE ALSO WROTH WITH HIM UPON THE WATERS BECAUSE THEY HARDENED THEIR HEARTS AGAINST THE LORD. AND AGAIN, THEY WERE WROTH WITH HIM WHEN THEY HAD ARRIVED IN THE PROMISED LAND, BECAUSE THEY SAID THAT HE HAD TAKEN THE RULING OF THE PEOPLE OUT OF THEIR HANDS; AND THEY SOUGHT TO KILL HIM. AND AGAIN, THEY WERE WROTH WITH HIM BECAUSE HE DEPARTED INTO THE WILDERNESS AS THE LORD HAD COMMANDED HIM, AND TOOK THE RECORDS WHICH WERE ENGRAVEN ON THE PLATES OF BRASS, FOR THEY SAID THAT HE ROBBED THEM. AND THUS, THEY HAVE TAUGHT THEIR CHILDREN THAT THEY SHOULD HATE THEM, AND THAT THEY SHOULD MURDER THEM, AND THAT THEY SHOULD ROB AND PLUNDER THEM, AND DO ALL THEY COULD TO DESTROY THEM; THEREFORE, THEY HAVE AN ETERNAL HATRED TOWARDS THE CHILDREN OF NEPHI. FOR THIS VERY CAUSE HAS KING LAMAN, BY HIS CUNNING, AND LYING CRAFTINESS, AND HIS FAIR PROMISES, DECEIVED ME, THAT I HAVE BROUGHT THIS MY PEOPLE UP INTO THIS LAND, THAT THEY MAY DESTROY THEM; YEA, AND WE HAVE SUFFERED THESE MANY YEARS IN THE LAND. AND NOW I, ZENIFF, AFTER HAVING TOLD ALL THESE THINGS UNTO MY PEOPLE CONCERNING THE LAMANITES, I DID STIMULATE THEM TO GO TO BATTLE WITH THEIR MIGHT, PUTTING THEIR TRUST IN THE LORD; THEREFORE, WE DID CONTEND WITH THEM, FACE TO FACE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID DRIVE THEM AGAIN OUT OF OUR LAND; AND WE SLEW THEM WITH A GREAT SLAUGHTER, EVEN SO MANY THAT WE DID NOT NUMBER THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE RETURNED AGAIN TO OUR OWN LAND, AND MY PEOPLE AGAIN BEGAN TO TEND THEIR FLOCKS, AND TO TILL THEIR GROUND. AND NOW I, BEING OLD, DID CONFER THE KINGDOM UPON ONE OF MY SONS; THEREFORE, I SAY NO MORE. AND MAY THE LORD BLESS MY PEOPLE. AMEN.
MOSIAH 7
AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT ZENIFF CONFERRED THE KINGDOM UPON NOAH, ONE OF HIS SONS; THEREFORE, NOAH BEGAN TO REIGN IN HIS STEAD; AND HE DID NOT WALK IN THE WAYS OF HIS FATHER. FOR BEHOLD, HE DID NOT KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, BUT HE DID WALK AFTER THE DESIRES OF HIS OWN HEART. AND HE HAD MANY WIVES AND CONCUBINES. AND HE DID CAUSE HIS PEOPLE TO COMMIT SIN, AND DO THAT WHICH WAS ABOMINABLE IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD. YEA, AND THEY DID COMMIT WHOREDOMS AND ALL MANNER OF WICKEDNESS. AND HE LAID A TAX OF ONE FIFTH PART OF ALL THEY POSSESSED, A FIFTH PART OF THEIR GOLD AND OF THEIR SILVER, AND A FIFTH PART OF THEIR ZIFF, AND OF THEIR COPPER, AND OF THEIR BRASS AND THEIR IRON; AND A FIFTH PART OF THEIR FATLINGS; AND ALSO, A FIFTH PART OF ALL THEIR GRAIN. AND ALL THIS DID HE TAKE TO SUPPORT HIMSELF, AND HIS WIVES AND HIS CONCUBINES; AND ALSO, HIS PRIESTS, AND THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CONCUBINES; THUS, HE HAD CHANGED THE AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM. FOR HE PUT DOWN ALL THE PRIESTS THAT HAD BEEN CONSECRATED BY HIS FATHER, AND CONSECRATED NEW ONES IN THEIR STEAD, SUCH AS WERE LIFTED UP IN THE PRIDE OF THEIR HEARTS. YEA, AND THUS THEY WERE SUPPORTED IN THEIR LAZINESS, AND IN THEIR IDOLATRY, AND IN THEIR WHOREDOMS, BY THE TAXES WHICH KING NOAH HAD PUT UPON HIS PEOPLE; THUS, DID THE PEOPLE LABOR EXCEEDINGLY TO SUPPORT INIQUITY. YEA, AND THEY ALSO BECAME IDOLATROUS, BECAUSE THEY WERE DECEIVED BY THE VAIN AND FLATTERING WORDS OF THE KING AND PRIESTS; FOR THEY DID SPEAK FLATTERING THINGS UNTO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KING NOAH BUILT MANY ELEGANT AND SPACIOUS BUILDINGS; AND HE ORNAMENTED THEM WITH FINE WORK OF WOOD, AND OF ALL MANNER OF PRECIOUS THINGS, OF GOLD, AND OF SILVER, AND OF IRON, AND OF BRASS, AND OF ZIFF, AND OF COPPER; AND HE ALSO BUILT HIM A SPACIOUS PALACE, AND A THRONE IN THE MIDST THEREOF, ALL OF WHICH WAS OF FINE WOOD AND WAS ORNAMENTED WITH GOLD AND SILVER AND WITH PRECIOUS THINGS. AND HE ALSO CAUSED THAT HIS WORKMEN SHOULD WORK ALL MANNER OF FINE WORK WITHIN THE WALLS OF THE TEMPLE, OF FINE WOOD, AND OF COPPER, AND OF BRASS. AND THE SEATS WHICH WERE SET APART FOR THE HIGH PRIESTS, WHICH WERE ABOVE ALL THE OTHER SEATS, HE DID ORNAMENT WITH PURE GOLD; AND HE CAUSED A BREASTWORK TO BE BUILT BEFORE THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT REST THEIR BODIES AND THEIR ARMS UPON WHILE THEY SHOULD SPEAK LYING AND VAIN WORDS TO HIS PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE BUILT A TOWER NEAR THE TEMPLE; YEA, A VERY HIGH TOWER, EVEN SO HIGH THAT HE COULD STAND UPON THE TOP THEREOF AND OVERLOOK THE LAND OF SHILOM, AND ALSO THE LAND OF SHEMLON, WHICH WAS POSSESSED BY THE LAMANITES; AND HE COULD EVEN LOOK OVER ALL THE LAND ROUND ABOUT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE CAUSED MANY BUILDINGS TO BE BUILT IN THE LAND SHILOM; AND HE CAUSED A GREAT TOWER TO BE BUILT ON THE HILL NORTH OF THE LAND SHILOM, WHICH HAD BEEN A RESORT FOR THE CHILDREN OF NEPHI AT THE TIME THEY FLED OUT OF THE LAND; AND THUS, HE DID DO WITH THE RICHES WHICH HE OBTAINED BY THE TAXATION OF HIS PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE PLACED HIS HEART UPON HIS RICHES, AND HE SPENT HIS TIME IN RIOTOUS LIVING WITH HIS WIVES AND HIS CONCUBINES; AND SO, DID ALSO HIS PRIESTS SPEND THEIR TIME WITH HARLOTS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE PLANTED VINEYARDS ROUND ABOUT IN THE LAND; AND HE BUILT WINE-PRESSES, AND MADE WINE IN ABUNDANCE; AND THEREFORE, HE BECAME A WINE-BIBBER, AND ALSO HIS PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES BEGAN TO COME IN UPON HIS PEOPLE, UPON SMALL NUMBERS, AND TO SLAY THEM IN THEIR FIELDS, AND WHILE THEY WERE TENDING THEIR FLOCKS. AND KING NOAH SENT GUARDS ROUND ABOUT THE LAND TO KEEP THEM OFF; BUT HE DID NOT SEND A SUFFICIENT NUMBER, AND THE LAMANITES CAME UPON THEM AND KILLED THEM, AND DROVE MANY OF THEIR FLOCKS OUT OF THE LAND; THUS, THE LAMANITES BEGAN TO DESTROY THEM, AND TO EXERCISE THEIR HATRED UPON THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KING NOAH SENT HIS ARMIES AGAINST THEM, AND THEY WERE DRIVEN BACK, OR THEY DROVE THEM BACK FOR A TIME; THEREFORE, THEY RETURNED REJOICING IN THEIR SPOIL. AND NOW, BECAUSE OF THIS GREAT VICTORY THEY WERE LIFTED UP IN THE PRIDE OF THEIR HEARTS; THEY DID BOAST IN THEIR OWN STRENGTH, SAYING THAT THEIR FIFTY COULD STAND AGAINST THOUSANDS OF THE LAMANITES; AND THUS, THEY DID BOAST, AND DID DELIGHT IN BLOOD, AND THE SHEDDING OF THE BLOOD OF THEIR BRETHREN, AND THIS BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THEIR KING AND PRIESTS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WAS A MAN AMONG THEM WHOSE NAME WAS ABINADI; AND HE WENT FORTH AMONG THEM, AND BEGAN TO PROPHESY, SAYING: BEHOLD, THUS SAITH THE LORD, AND THUS HATH HE COMMANDED ME, SAYING, GO FORTH, AND SAY UNTO THIS PEOPLE, THUS SAITH THE LORD—WO BE UNTO THIS PEOPLE, FOR I HAVE SEEN THEIR ABOMINATIONS, AND THEIR WICKEDNESS, AND THEIR WHOREDOMS; AND EXCEPT THEY REPENT I WILL VISIT THEM IN MINE ANGER. AND EXCEPT THEY REPENT AND TURN TO THE LORD THEIR GOD, BEHOLD, I WILL DELIVER THEM INTO THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES; YEA, AND THEY SHALL BE BROUGHT INTO BONDAGE; AND THEY SHALL BE AFFLICTED BY THE HAND OF THEIR ENEMIES. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT THEY SHALL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD THEIR GOD, AND AM A JEALOUS GOD, VISITING THE INIQUITIES OF MY PEOPLE. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT EXCEPT THIS PEOPLE REPENT AND TURN UNTO THE LORD THEIR GOD, THEY SHALL BE BROUGHT INTO BONDAGE; AND NONE SHALL DELIVER THEM, EXCEPT IT BE THE LORD THE ALMIGHTY GOD. YEA, AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY SHALL CRY UNTO ME, I WILL BE SLOW TO HEAR THEIR CRIES; YEA, AND I WILL SUFFER THEM THAT THEY BE SMITTEN BY THEIR ENEMIES. AND EXCEPT THEY REPENT IN SACKCLOTH AND ASHES, AND CRY MIGHTILY TO THE LORD THEIR GOD, I WILL NOT HEAR THEIR PRAYERS, NEITHER WILL I DELIVER THEM OUT OF THEIR AFFLICTIONS; AND THUS, SAITH THE LORD, AND THUS HATH HE COMMANDED ME. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN ABINADI HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS UNTO THEM THEY WERE WROTH WITH HIM, AND SOUGHT TO TAKE AWAY HIS LIFE; BUT THE LORD DELIVERED HIM OUT OF THEIR HANDS. NOW WHEN KING NOAH HAD HEARD OF THE WORDS WHICH ABINADI HAD SPOKEN UNTO THE PEOPLE, HE WAS ALSO WROTH; AND HE SAID: WHO IS ABINADI, THAT I AND MY PEOPLE SHOULD BE JUDGED OF HIM, OR WHO IS THE LORD, THAT SHALL BRING UPON MY PEOPLE SUCH GREAT AFFLICTION? I COMMAND YOU TO BRING ABINADI HITHER, THAT I MAY SLAY HIM, FOR HE HAS SAID THESE THINGS THAT HE MIGHT STIR UP MY PEOPLE TO ANGER ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND TO RAISE CONTENTIONS AMONG MY PEOPLE; THEREFORE, I WILL SLAY HIM. NOW THE EYES OF THE PEOPLE WERE BLINDED; THEREFORE, THEY HARDENED THEIR HEARTS AGAINST THE WORDS OF ABINADI, AND THEY SOUGHT FROM THAT TIME FORWARD TO TAKE HIM. AND KING NOAH HARDENED HIS HEART AGAINST THE WORD OF THE LORD, AND HE DID NOT REPENT OF HIS EVIL DOINGS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THE SPACE OF TWO YEARS THAT ABINADI CAME AMONG THEM IN DISGUISE, THAT THEY KNEW HIM NOT, AND BEGAN TO PROPHESY AMONG THEM, SAYING: THUS HAS THE LORD COMMANDED ME, SAYING—ABINADI, GO AND PROPHESY UNTO THIS MY PEOPLE, FOR THEY HAVE HARDENED THEIR HEARTS AGAINST MY WORDS; THEY HAVE REPENTED NOT OF THEIR EVIL DOINGS; THEREFORE, I WILL VISIT THEM IN MY ANGER, YEA, IN MY FIERCE ANGER WILL I VISIT THEM IN THEIR INIQUITIES AND ABOMINATIONS. YEA, WO BE UNTO THIS GENERATION! AND THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: STRETCH FORTH THY HAND AND PROPHESY, SAYING: THUS SAITH THE LORD, IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT THIS GENERATION, BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITIES, SHALL BE BROUGHT INTO BONDAGE, AND SHALL BE SMITTEN ON THE CHEEK; YEA, AND SHALL BE DRIVEN BY MEN, AND SHALL BE SLAIN; AND THE VULTURES OF THE AIR, AND THE DOGS, YEA, AND THE WILD BEASTS, SHALL DEVOUR THEIR FLESH. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT THE LIFE OF KING NOAH SHALL BE VALUED EVEN AS A GARMENT IN A HOT FURNACE; FOR HE SHALL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT I WILL SMITE THIS MY PEOPLE WITH SORE AFFLICTIONS, YEA, WITH FAMINE AND WITH PESTILENCE; AND I WILL CAUSE THAT THEY SHALL HOWL ALL THE DAY LONG. YEA, AND I WILL CAUSE THAT THEY SHALL HAVE BURDENS LASHED UPON THEIR BACKS; AND THEY SHALL BE DRIVEN BEFORE LIKE A DUMB ASS. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT I WILL SEND FORTH HAIL AMONG THEM, AND IT SHALL SMITE THEM; AND THEY SHALL ALSO BE SMITTEN WITH THE EAST WIND; AND INSECTS SHALL PESTER THEIR LAND ALSO, AND DEVOUR THEIR GRAIN. AND THEY SHALL BE SMITTEN WITH A GREAT PESTILENCE—AND ALL THIS WILL I DO BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITIES AND ABOMINATIONS. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT EXCEPT THEY REPENT I WILL UTTERLY DESTROY THEM FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH; YET THEY SHALL LEAVE A RECORD BEHIND THEM, AND I WILL PRESERVE THEM FOR OTHER NATIONS WHICH SHALL POSSESS THE LAND; YEA, EVEN THIS WILL I DO THAT I MAY DISCOVER THE ABOMINATIONS OF THIS PEOPLE TO OTHER NATIONS. AND MANY THINGS DID ABINADI PROPHESY AGAINST THIS PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE ANGRY WITH HIM; AND THEY TOOK HIM AND CARRIED HIM BOUND BEFORE THE KING, AND SAID UNTO THE KING: BEHOLD, WE HAVE BROUGHT A MAN BEFORE THEE WHO HAS PROPHESIED EVIL CONCERNING THY PEOPLE, AND SAITH THAT GOD WILL DESTROY THEM. AND HE ALSO PROPHESIETH EVIL CONCERNING THY LIFE, AND SAITH THAT THY LIFE SHALL BE AS A GARMENT IN A FURNACE OF FIRE. AND AGAIN, HE SAITH THAT THOU SHALT BE AS A STALK, EVEN AS A DRY STALK OF THE FIELD, WHICH IS RUN OVER BY THE BEASTS AND TRODDEN UNDER FOOT. AND AGAIN, HE SAITH THOU SHALT BE AS THE BLOSSOMS OF A THISTLE, WHICH, WHEN IT IS FULLY RIPE, IF THE WIND BLOWETH, IT IS DRIVEN FORTH UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND HE PRETENDETH THE LORD HATH SPOKEN IT. AND HE SAITH ALL THIS SHALL COME UPON THEE EXCEPT THOU REPENT, AND THIS BECAUSE OF THINE INIQUITIES. AND NOW, O KING, WHAT GREAT EVIL HAST THOU DONE, OR WHAT GREAT SINS HAVE THY PEOPLE COMMITTED, THAT WE SHOULD BE CONDEMNED OF GOD OR JUDGED OF THIS MAN? AND NOW, O KING, BEHOLD, WE ARE GUILTLESS, AND THOU, O KING, HAST NOT SINNED; THEREFORE, THIS MAN HAS LIED CONCERNING YOU, AND HE HAS PROPHESIED IN VAIN. AND BEHOLD, WE ARE STRONG, WE SHALL NOT COME INTO BONDAGE, OR BE TAKEN CAPTIVE BY OUR ENEMIES; YEA, AND THOU HAST PROSPERED IN THE LAND, AND THOU SHALT ALSO PROSPER. BEHOLD, HERE IS THE MAN, WE DELIVER HIM INTO THY HANDS; THOU MAYEST DO WITH HIM AS SEEMETH THEE GOOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KING NOAH CAUSED THAT ABINADI SHOULD BE CAST INTO PRISON; AND HE COMMANDED THAT THE PRIESTS SHOULD GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER THAT HE MIGHT HOLD A COUNCIL WITH THEM WHAT HE SHOULD DO WITH HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY SAID UNTO THE KING: BRING HIM HITHER THAT WE MAY QUESTION HIM; AND THE KING COMMANDED THAT HE SHOULD BE BROUGHT BEFORE THEM. AND THEY BEGAN TO QUESTION HIM, THAT THEY MIGHT CROSS HIM, THAT THEREBY THEY MIGHT HAVE WHEREWITH TO ACCUSE HIM; BUT HE ANSWERED THEM BOLDLY, AND WITHSTOOD ALL THEIR QUESTIONS, YEA, TO THEIR ASTONISHMENT; FOR HE DID WITHSTAND THEM IN ALL THEIR QUESTIONS, AND DID CONFOUND THEM IN ALL THEIR WORDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ONE OF THEM SAID UNTO HIM: WHAT MEANETH THE WORDS WHICH ARE WRITTEN, AND WHICH HAVE BEEN TAUGHT BY OUR FATHERS, SAYING: HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAINS ARE THE FEET OF HIM THAT BRINGETH GOOD TIDINGS; THAT PUBLISHETH PEACE; THAT BRINGETH GOOD TIDINGS OF GOOD; THAT PUBLISHETH SALVATION; THAT SAITH UNTO ZION, THY GOD REIGNETH; THY WATCHMEN SHALL LIFT UP THE VOICE; WITH THE VOICE TOGETHER SHALL THEY SING; FOR THEY SHALL SEE EYE TO EYE WHEN THE LORD SHALL BRING AGAIN ZION; BREAK FORTH INTO JOY; SING TOGETHER YE WASTE PLACES OF JERUSALEM; FOR THE LORD HATH COMFORTED HIS PEOPLE, HE HATH REDEEMED JERUSALEM; THE LORD HATH MADE BARE HIS HOLY ARM IN THE EYES OF ALL THE NATIONS, AND ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH SHALL SEE THE SALVATION OF OUR GOD? AND NOW ABINADI SAID UNTO THEM: ARE YOU PRIESTS, AND PRETEND TO TEACH THIS PEOPLE, AND TO UNDERSTAND THE SPIRIT OF PROPHESYING, AND YET DESIRE TO KNOW OF ME WHAT THESE THINGS MEAN? I SAY UNTO YOU, WO BE UNTO YOU FOR PERVERTING THE WAYS OF THE LORD! FOR IF YE UNDERSTAND THESE THINGS YE HAVE NOT TAUGHT THEM; THEREFORE, YE HAVE PERVERTED THE WAYS OF THE LORD. YE HAVE NOT APPLIED YOUR HEARTS TO UNDERSTANDING; THEREFORE, YE HAVE NOT BEEN WISE. THEREFORE, WHAT TEACH YE THIS PEOPLE? AND THEY SAID: WE TEACH THE LAW OF MOSES. AND AGAIN, HE SAID UNTO THEM: IF YE TEACH THE LAW OF MOSES WHY DO YE NOT KEEP IT? WHY DO YE SET YOUR HEARTS UPON RICHES? WHY DO YE COMMIT WHOREDOMS AND SPEND YOUR STRENGTH WITH HARLOTS, YEA, AND CAUSE THIS PEOPLE TO COMMIT SIN, THAT THE LORD HAS CAUSE TO SEND ME TO PROPHESY AGAINST THIS PEOPLE, YEA, EVEN A GREAT EVIL AGAINST THIS PEOPLE? KNOW YE NOT THAT I SPEAK THE TRUTH? YEA, YE KNOW THAT I SPEAK THE TRUTH; AND YOU OUGHT TO TREMBLE BEFORE GOD. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT YE SHALL BE SMITTEN FOR YOUR INIQUITIES, FOR YE HAVE SAID THAT YE TEACH THE LAW OF MOSES. AND WHAT KNOW YE CONCERNING THE LAW OF MOSES? DOTH SALVATION COME BY THE LAW OF MOSES? WHAT SAY YE? AND THEY ANSWERED AND SAID THAT SALVATION DID COME BY THE LAW OF MOSES. BUT NOW ABINADI SAID UNTO THEM: I KNOW IF YE KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD YE SHALL BE SAVED; YEA, IF YE KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS WHICH THE LORD DELIVERED UNTO MOSES IN THE MOUNT OF SINAI, SAYING: I AM THE LORD THY GOD, WHO HATH BROUGHT THEE OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, OUT OF THE HOUSE OF BONDAGE. THOU SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GOD BEFORE ME. THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO THEE ANY GRAVEN IMAGE, OR ANY LIKENESS OF ANY THING IN HEAVEN ABOVE, OR THINGS WHICH ARE IN THE EARTH BENEATH. NOW ABINADI SAID UNTO THEM, HAVE YE DONE ALL THIS? I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY, YE HAVE NOT. AND HAVE YE TAUGHT THIS PEOPLE THAT THEY SHOULD DO ALL THESE THINGS? I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY, YE HAVE NOT. AND NOW WHEN THE KING HAD HEARD THESE WORDS, HE SAID UNTO HIS PRIESTS: AWAY WITH THIS FELLOW, AND SLAY HIM; FOR WHAT HAVE WE TO DO WITH HIM, FOR HE IS MAD. AND THEY STOOD FORTH AND ATTEMPTED TO LAY THEIR HANDS ON HIM; BUT HE WITHSTOOD THEM, AND SAID UNTO THEM: TOUCH ME NOT, FOR GOD SHALL SMITE YOU IF YE LAY YOUR HANDS UPON ME, FOR I HAVE NOT DELIVERED THE MESSAGE WHICH THE LORD SENT ME TO DELIVER; NEITHER HAVE I TOLD YOU THAT WHICH YE REQUESTED THAT I SHOULD TELL; THEREFORE, GOD WILL NOT SUFFER THAT I SHALL BE DESTROYED AT THIS TIME. BUT I MUST FULFIL THE COMMANDMENTS WHEREWITH GOD HAS COMMANDED ME; AND BECAUSE I HAVE TOLD YOU THE TRUTH YE ARE ANGRY WITH ME. AND AGAIN, BECAUSE I HAVE SPOKEN THE WORD OF GOD YE HAVE JUDGED ME THAT I AM MAD. NOW IT CAME TO PASS AFTER ABINADI HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS THAT THE PEOPLE OF KING NOAH DURST NOT LAY THEIR HANDS ON HIM, FOR THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WAS UPON HIM; AND HIS FACE SHONE WITH EXCEEDING LUSTER, EVEN AS MOSES’ DID WHILE IN THE MOUNT OF SINAI, WHILE SPEAKING WITH THE LORD. AND HE SPAKE WITH POWER AND AUTHORITY FROM GOD; AND HE CONTINUED HIS WORDS, SAYING: YE SEE THAT YE HAVE NOT POWER TO SLAY ME, THEREFORE I FINISH MY MESSAGE. YEA, AND I PERCEIVE THAT IT CUTS YOU TO YOUR HEARTS BECAUSE I TELL YOU THE TRUTH CONCERNING YOUR INIQUITIES. YEA, AND MY WORDS FILL YOU WITH WONDER AND AMAZEMENT, AND WITH ANGER. BUT I FINISH MY MESSAGE; AND THEN IT MATTERS NOT WHITHER I GO, IF IT SO BE THAT I AM SAVED. BUT THIS MUCH I TELL YOU, WHAT YOU DO WITH ME, AFTER THIS, SHALL BE AS A TYPE AND A SHADOW OF THINGS WHICH ARE TO COME. AND NOW I READ UNTO YOU THE REMAINDER OF THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, FOR I PERCEIVE THAT THEY ARE NOT WRITTEN IN YOUR HEARTS; I PERCEIVE THAT YE HAVE STUDIED AND TAUGHT INIQUITY THE MOST PART OF YOUR LIVES. AND NOW, YE REMEMBER THAT I SAID UNTO YOU: THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO THEE ANY GRAVEN IMAGE, OR ANY LIKENESS OF THINGS WHICH ARE IN HEAVEN ABOVE, OR WHICH ARE IN THE EARTH BENEATH, OR WHICH ARE IN THE WATER UNDER THE EARTH. AND AGAIN: THOU SHALT NOT BOW DOWN THYSELF UNTO THEM, NOR SERVE THEM; FOR I THE LORD THY GOD AM A JEALOUS GOD, VISITING THE INIQUITIES OF THE FATHERS UPON THE CHILDREN, UNTO THE THIRD AND FOURTH GENERATIONS OF THEM THAT HATE ME; AND SHOWING MERCY UNTO THOUSANDS OF THEM THAT LOVE ME AND KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS. THOU SHALT NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE LORD THY GOD IN VAIN; FOR THE LORD WILL NOT HOLD HIM GUILTLESS THAT TAKETH HIS NAME IN VAIN. REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY, TO KEEP IT HOLY. SIX DAYS SHALT THOU LABOR, AND DO ALL THY WORK; BUT THE SEVENTH DAY, THE SABBATH OF THE LORD THY GOD, THOU SHALT NOT DO ANY WORK, THOU, NOR THY SON, NOR THY DAUGHTER, THY MANSERVANT, NOR THY MAID-SERVANT, NOR THY CATTLE, NOR THY STRANGER THAT IS WITHIN THY GATES; FOR IN SIX DAYS THE LORD MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IN THEM IS; WHEREFORE THE LORD BLESSED THE SABBATH DAY, AND HALLOWED IT. HONOR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER, THAT THY DAYS MAY BE LONG UPON THE LAND WHICH THE LORD THY GOD GIVETH THEE. THOU SHALT NOT KILL. THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY. THOU SHALT NOT STEAL. THOU SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS AGAINST THY NEIGHBOR. THOU SHALT NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOR’S HOUSE, THOU SHALT NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOR’S WIFE, NOR HIS MAN-SERVANT, NOR HIS MAID-SERVANT, NOR HIS OX, NOR HIS ASS, NOR ANYTHING THAT IS THY NEIGHBOR’S.
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AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER ABINADI HAD MADE AN END OF THESE SAYINGS THAT HE SAID UNTO THEM: HAVE YE TAUGHT THIS PEOPLE THAT THEY SHOULD OBSERVE TO DO ALL THESE THINGS FOR TO KEEP THESE COMMANDMENTS? I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY; FOR IF YE HAD, THE LORD WOULD NOT HAVE CAUSED ME TO COME FORTH AND TO PROPHESY EVIL CONCERNING THIS PEOPLE. AND NOW YE HAVE SAID THAT SALVATION COMETH BY THE LAW OF MOSES. I SAY UNTO YOU THAT IT IS EXPEDIENT THAT YE SHOULD KEEP THE LAW OF MOSES AS YET; BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THE TIME SHALL COME WHEN IT SHALL NO MORE BE EXPEDIENT TO KEEP THE LAW OF MOSES. AND MOREOVER, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT SALVATION DOTH NOT COME BY THE LAW ALONE; AND WERE IT NOT FOR THE ATONEMENT, WHICH GOD HIMSELF SHALL MAKE FOR THE SINS AND INIQUITIES OF HIS PEOPLE, THAT THEY MUST UNAVOIDABLY PERISH, NOTWITHSTANDING THE LAW OF MOSES. AND NOW I SAY UNTO YOU THAT IT WAS EXPEDIENT THAT THERE SHOULD BE A LAW GIVEN TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, YEA, EVEN A VERY STRICT LAW; FOR THEY WERE A STIFFNECKED PEOPLE, QUICK TO DO INIQUITY, AND SLOW TO REMEMBER THE LORD THEIR GOD; THEREFORE THERE WAS A LAW GIVEN THEM, YEA, A LAW OF PERFORMANCES AND OF ORDINANCES, A LAW WHICH THEY WERE TO OBSERVE STRICTLY FROM DAY TO DAY, TO KEEP THEM IN REMEMBRANCE OF GOD AND THEIR DUTY TOWARDS HIM. BUT BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT ALL THESE THINGS WERE TYPES OF THINGS TO COME. AND NOW, DID THEY UNDERSTAND THE LAW? I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY, THEY DID NOT ALL UNDERSTAND THE LAW; AND THIS BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS; FOR THEY UNDERSTOOD NOT THAT THERE COULD NOT ANY MAN BE SAVED EXCEPT IT WERE THROUGH THE REDEMPTION OF GOD. FOR BEHOLD, DID NOT MOSES PROPHESY UNTO THEM CONCERNING THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH, AND THAT GOD SHOULD REDEEM HIS PEOPLE? YEA, AND EVEN ALL THE PROPHETS WHO HAVE PROPHESIED EVER SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN—HAVE THEY NOT SPOKEN MORE OR LESS CONCERNING THESE THINGS? HAVE THEY NOT SAID THAT GOD HIMSELF SHOULD COME DOWN AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND TAKE UPON HIM THE FORM OF MAN, AND GO FORTH IN MIGHTY POWER UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH? YEA, AND HAVE THEY NOT SAID ALSO THAT HE SHOULD BRING TO PASS THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, AND THAT HE, HIMSELF, SHOULD BE OPPRESSED AND AFFLICTED? YEA, EVEN DOTH NOT ISAIAH SAY: WHO HATH BELIEVED OUR REPORT, AND TO WHOM IS THE ARM OF THE LORD REVEALED? FOR HE SHALL GROW UP BEFORE HIM AS A TENDER PLANT, AND AS A ROOT OUT OF DRY GROUND; HE HATH NO FORM NOR COMELINESS; AND WHEN WE SHALL SEE HIM THERE IS NO BEAUTY THAT WE SHOULD DESIRE HIM. HE IS DESPISED AND REJECTED OF MEN; A MAN OF SORROWS, AND ACQUAINTED WITH GRIEF; AND WE HID AS IT WERE OUR FACES FROM HIM; HE WAS DESPISED, AND WE ESTEEMED HIM NOT. SURELY, HE HAS BORNE OUR GRIEFS, AND CARRIED OUR SORROWS; YET WE DID ESTEEM HIM STRICKEN, SMITTEN OF GOD, AND AFFLICTED. BUT HE WAS WOUNDED FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONS, HE WAS BRUISED FOR OUR INIQUITIES; THE CHASTISEMENT OF OUR PEACE WAS UPON HIM; AND WITH HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED. ALL WE, LIKE SHEEP, HAVE GONE ASTRAY; WE HAVE TURNED EVERY ONE TO HIS OWN WAY; AND THE LORD HATH LAID ON HIM THE INIQUITIES OF US ALL. HE WAS OPPRESSED, AND HE WAS AFFLICTED, YET HE OPENED NOT HIS MOUTH; HE IS BROUGHT AS A LAMB TO THE SLAUGHTER, AND AS A SHEEP BEFORE HER SHEARERS IS DUMB SO HE OPENED NOT HIS MOUTH. HE WAS TAKEN FROM PRISON AND FROM JUDGMENT; AND WHO SHALL DECLARE HIS GENERATION? FOR HE WAS CUT OFF OUT OF THE LAND OF THE LIVING; FOR THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF MY PEOPLE WAS HE STRICKEN. AND HE MADE HIS GRAVE WITH THE WICKED, AND WITH THE RICH IN HIS DEATH; BECAUSE HE HAD DONE NO EVIL, NEITHER WAS ANY DECEIT IN HIS MOUTH. YET IT PLEASED THE LORD TO BRUISE HIM; HE HATH PUT HIM TO GRIEF; WHEN THOU SHALT MAKE HIS SOUL AN OFFERING FOR SIN HE SHALL SEE HIS SEED, HE SHALL PROLONG HIS DAYS, AND THE PLEASURE OF THE LORD SHALL PROSPER IN HIS HAND. HE SHALL SEE THE TRAVAIL OF HIS SOUL, AND SHALL BE SATISFIED; BY HIS KNOWLEDGE SHALL MY RIGHTEOUS SERVANT JUSTIFY MANY; FOR HE SHALL BEAR THEIR INIQUITIES. THEREFORE, WILL I DIVIDE HIM A PORTION WITH THE GREAT, AND HE SHALL DIVIDE THE SPOIL WITH THE STRONG; BECAUSE HE HATH POURED OUT HIS SOUL UNTO DEATH; AND HE WAS NUMBERED WITH THE TRANSGRESSORS; AND HE BORE THE SINS OF MANY, AND MADE INTERCESSION FOR THE TRANSGRESSORS. AND NOW ABINADI SAID UNTO THEM: I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT GOD HIMSELF SHALL COME DOWN AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND SHALL REDEEM HIS PEOPLE. AND BECAUSE HE DWELLETH IN FLESH HE SHALL BE CALLED THE SON OF GOD, AND HAVING SUBJECTED THE FLESH TO THE WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], BEING THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [ENOCH]—THE FATHER [STEPHEN], BECAUSE HE WAS CONCEIVED BY THE POWER OF GOD; AND THE SON, BECAUSE OF THE FLESH; THUS BECOMING THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND SON [ENOCH]—AND THEY ARE ONE GOD, YEA, THE VERY ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN] OF HEAVEN AND OF EARTH. AND THUS, THE FLESH BECOMING SUBJECT TO THE SPIRIT, OR THE SON TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], BEING ONE GOD, SUFFERETH TEMPTATION, AND YIELDETH NOT TO THE TEMPTATION, BUT SUFFERETH HIMSELF TO BE MOCKED, AND SCOURGED, AND CAST OUT, AND DISOWNED BY HIS PEOPLE. AND AFTER ALL THIS, AFTER WORKING MANY MIGHTY MIRACLES AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN, HE SHALL BE LED, YEA, EVEN AS ISAIAH SAID, AS A SHEEP BEFORE THE SHEARER IS DUMB, SO HE OPENED NOT HIS MOUTH. YEA, EVEN SO HE SHALL BE LED, CRUCIFIED, AND SLAIN, THE FLESH BECOMING SUBJECT EVEN UNTO DEATH, THE WILL OF THE SON BEING SWALLOWED UP IN THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND THUS, GOD BREAKETH THE BANDS OF DEATH, HAVING GAINED THE VICTORY OVER DEATH; GIVING THE SON POWER TO MAKE INTERCESSION FOR THE CHILDREN OF MEN—HAVING ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, HAVING THE BOWELS OF MERCY; BEING FILLED WITH COMPASSION TOWARDS THE CHILDREN OF MEN; STANDING BETWIXT THEM AND JUSTICE; HAVING BROKEN THE BANDS OF DEATH, TAKEN UPON HIMSELF THEIR INIQUITY AND THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS, HAVING REDEEMED THEM, AND SATISFIED THE DEMANDS OF JUSTICE. AND NOW I SAY UNTO YOU, WHO SHALL DECLARE HIS GENERATION? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT WHEN HIS SOUL HAS BEEN MADE AN OFFERING FOR SIN, HE SHALL SEE HIS SEED. AND NOW WHAT SAY YE? AND WHO SHALL BE HIS SEED? BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT WHOSOEVER HAS HEARD THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS, YEA, ALL THE HOLY PROPHETS WHO HAVE PROPHESIED CONCERNING THE COMING OF THE LORD—I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT ALL THOSE WHO HAVE HEARKENED UNTO THEIR WORDS, AND BELIEVED THAT THE LORD WOULD REDEEM HIS PEOPLE, AND HAVE LOOKED FORWARD TO THAT DAY FOR A REMISSION OF THEIR SINS, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THESE ARE HIS SEED, OR THEY ARE THE HEIRS OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD. FOR THESE ARE THEY WHOSE SINS HE HAS BORNE; THESE ARE THEY FOR WHOM HE HAS DIED, TO REDEEM THEM FROM THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS. AND NOW, ARE THEY NOT HIS SEED? YEA, AND ARE NOT THE PROPHETS, EVERY ONE THAT HAS OPENED HIS MOUTH TO PROPHESY, THAT HAS NOT FALLEN INTO TRANSGRESSION, I MEAN ALL THE HOLY PROPHETS EVER SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN? I SAY UNTO YOU THAT THEY ARE HIS SEED. AND THESE ARE THEY WHO HAVE PUBLISHED PEACE, WHO HAVE BROUGHT GOOD TIDINGS OF GOOD, WHO HAVE PUBLISHED SALVATION; AND SAID UNTO ZION: THY GOD REIGNETH! AND O HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAINS WERE THEIR FEET! AND AGAIN, HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAINS ARE THE FEET OF THOSE THAT ARE STILL PUBLISHING PEACE! AND AGAIN, HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAINS ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO SHALL HEREAFTER PUBLISH PEACE, YEA, FROM THIS TIME HENCEFORTH AND FOREVER! AND BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, THIS IS NOT ALL. FOR O HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAINS ARE THE FEET OF HIM THAT BRINGETH GOOD TIDINGS, THAT IS THE FOUNDER OF PEACE, YEA, EVEN THE LORD, WHO HAS REDEEMED HIS PEOPLE; YEA, HIM WHO HAS GRANTED SALVATION UNTO HIS PEOPLE; FOR WERE IT NOT FOR THE REDEMPTION WHICH HE HATH MADE FOR HIS PEOPLE, WHICH WAS PREPARED FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, WERE IT NOT FOR THIS, ALL MANKIND MUST HAVE PERISHED. BUT BEHOLD, THE BANDS OF DEATH SHALL BE BROKEN, AND THE SON REIGNETH, AND HATH POWER OVER THE DEAD; THEREFORE, HE BRINGETH TO PASS THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. AND THERE COMETH A RESURRECTION, EVEN A FIRST RESURRECTION; YEA, EVEN A RESURRECTION OF THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN, AND WHO ARE, AND WHO SHALL BE, EVEN UNTIL THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST—FOR SO SHALL HE BE CALLED. AND NOW, THE RESURRECTION OF ALL THE PROPHETS, AND ALL THOSE THAT HAVE BELIEVED IN THEIR WORDS, OR ALL THOSE THAT HAVE KEPT THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, SHALL COME FORTH IN THE FIRST RESURRECTION; THEREFORE, THEY ARE THE FIRST RESURRECTION. THEY ARE RAISED TO DWELL WITH GOD WHO HAS REDEEMED THEM; THUS, THEY HAVE ETERNAL LIFE THROUGH CHRIST, WHO HAS BROKEN THE BANDS OF DEATH. AND THESE ARE THOSE WHO HAVE PART IN THE FIRST RESURRECTION; AND THESE ARE THEY THAT HAVE DIED BEFORE CHRIST CAME, IN THEIR IGNORANCE, NOT HAVING SALVATION DECLARED UNTO THEM. AND THUS, THE LORD BRINGETH ABOUT THE RESTORATION OF THESE; AND THEY HAVE A PART IN THE FIRST RESURRECTION, OR HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, BEING REDEEMED BY THE LORD. AND LITTLE CHILDREN ALSO HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. BUT BEHOLD, AND FEAR, AND TREMBLE BEFORE GOD, FOR YE OUGHT TO TREMBLE; FOR THE LORD REDEEMETH NONE SUCH THAT REBEL AGAINST HIM AND DIE IN THEIR SINS; YEA, EVEN ALL THOSE THAT HAVE PERISHED IN THEIR SINS EVER SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN, THAT HAVE WILFULLY REBELLED AGAINST GOD, THAT HAVE KNOWN THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND WOULD NOT KEEP THEM; THESE ARE THEY THAT HAVE NO PART IN THE FIRST RESURRECTION. THEREFORE, OUGHT YE NOT TO TREMBLE? FOR SALVATION COMETH TO NONE SUCH; FOR THE LORD HATH REDEEMED NONE SUCH; YEA, NEITHER CAN THE LORD REDEEM SUCH; FOR HE CANNOT DENY HIMSELF; FOR HE CANNOT DENY JUSTICE WHEN IT HAS ITS CLAIM. AND NOW I SAY UNTO YOU THAT THE TIME SHALL COME THAT THE SALVATION OF THE LORD SHALL BE DECLARED TO EVERY NATION, KINDRED, TONGUE, AND PEOPLE. YEA, LORD, THY WATCHMEN SHALL LIFT UP THEIR VOICE; WITH THE VOICE TOGETHER SHALL THEY SING; FOR THEY SHALL SEE EYE TO EYE, WHEN THE LORD SHALL BRING AGAIN ZION. BREAK FORTH INTO JOY, SING TOGETHER, YE WASTE PLACES OF JERUSALEM; FOR THE LORD HATH COMFORTED HIS PEOPLE, HE HATH REDEEMED JERUSALEM. THE LORD HATH MADE BARE HIS HOLY ARM IN THE EYES OF ALL THE NATIONS; AND ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH SHALL SEE THE SALVATION OF OUR GOD. AND NOW, IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER ABINADI HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS HE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND AND SAID: THE TIME SHALL COME WHEN ALL SHALL SEE THE SALVATION OF THE LORD; WHEN EVERY NATION, KINDRED, TONGUE, AND PEOPLE SHALL SEE EYE TO EYE AND SHALL CONFESS BEFORE GOD THAT HIS JUDGMENTS ARE JUST. AND THEN SHALL THE WICKED BE CAST OUT, AND THEY SHALL HAVE CAUSE TO HOWL, AND WEEP, AND WAIL, AND GNASH THEIR TEETH; AND THIS BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT HEARKEN UNTO THE VOICE OF THE LORD; THEREFORE, THE LORD REDEEMETH THEM NOT. FOR THEY ARE CARNAL AND DEVILISH, AND THE DEVIL HAS POWER OVER THEM; YEA, EVEN THAT OLD SERPENT THAT DID BEGUILE OUR FIRST PARENTS, WHICH WAS THE CAUSE OF THEIR FALL; WHICH WAS THE CAUSE OF ALL MANKIND BECOMING CARNAL, SENSUAL, DEVILISH, KNOWING, EVIL FROM GOOD, SUBJECTING THEMSELVES TO THE DEVIL. THUS, ALL MANKIND, WERE LOST; AND BEHOLD, THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN ENDLESSLY LOST WERE IT NOT THAT GOD REDEEMED HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR LOST AND FALLEN STATE. BUT REMEMBER THAT HE THAT PERSISTS IN HIS OWN CARNAL NATURE, AND GOES ON IN THE WAYS OF SIN AND REBELLION AGAINST GOD, REMAINETH IN HIS FALLEN STATE AND THE DEVIL HATH ALL POWER OVER HIM. THEREFORE, HE IS AS THOUGH THERE WAS NO REDEMPTION MADE, BEING AN ENEMY TO GOD; AND ALSO, IS THE DEVIL AN ENEMY TO GOD. AND NOW IF CHRIST HAD NOT COME INTO THE WORLD, SPEAKING OF THINGS TO COME AS THOUGH THEY HAD ALREADY COME, THERE COULD HAVE BEEN NO REDEMPTION. AND IF CHRIST HAD NOT RISEN FROM THE DEAD, OR HAVE BROKEN THE BANDS OF DEATH THAT THE GRAVE SHOULD HAVE NO VICTORY, AND THAT DEATH SHOULD HAVE NO STING, THERE COULD HAVE BEEN NO RESURRECTION. BUT THERE IS A RESURRECTION, THEREFORE THE GRAVE HATH NO VICTORY, AND THE STING OF DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN CHRIST. HE IS THE LIGHT AND THE LIFE OF THE WORLD; YEA, A LIGHT THAT IS ENDLESS, THAT CAN NEVER BE DARKENED; YEA, AND ALSO A LIFE WHICH IS ENDLESS, THAT THERE CAN BE NO MORE DEATH. EVEN THIS MORTAL SHALL PUT ON IMMORTALITY, AND THIS CORRUPTION SHALL PUT ON INCORRUPTION, AND SHALL BE BROUGHT TO STAND BEFORE THE BAR OF GOD, TO BE JUDGED OF HIM ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS WHETHER THEY BE GOOD OR WHETHER THEY BE EVIL—IF THEY BE GOOD, TO THE RESURRECTION OF ENDLESS LIFE AND HAPPINESS; AND IF THEY BE EVIL, TO THE RESURRECTION OF ENDLESS DAMNATION, BEING DELIVERED UP TO THE DEVIL, WHO HATH SUBJECTED THEM, WHICH IS DAMNATION—HAVING GONE ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN CARNAL WILLS AND DESIRES; HAVING NEVER CALLED UPON THE LORD WHILE THE ARMS OF MERCY WERE EXTENDED TOWARDS THEM; FOR THE ARMS OF MERCY WERE EXTENDED TOWARDS THEM, AND THEY WOULD NOT; THEY BEING WARNED OF THEIR INIQUITIES AND YET THEY WOULD NOT DEPART FROM THEM; AND THEY WERE COMMANDED TO REPENT AND YET THEY WOULD NOT REPENT. AND NOW, OUGHT YE NOT TO TREMBLE AND REPENT OF YOUR SINS, AND REMEMBER THAT ONLY IN AND THROUGH CHRIST YE CAN BE SAVED? THEREFORE, IF YE TEACH THE LAW OF MOSES, ALSO TEACH THAT IT IS A SHADOW OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE TO COME—TEACH THEM THAT REDEMPTION COMETH THROUGH CHRIST THE LORD, WHO IS THE VERY ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN]. AMEN.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN ABINADI HAD FINISHED THESE SAYINGS, THAT THE KING COMMANDED THAT THE PRIESTS SHOULD TAKE HIM AND CAUSE THAT HE SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH. BUT THERE WAS ONE AMONG THEM WHOSE NAME WAS ALMA, HE ALSO BEING A DESCENDANT OF NEPHI. AND HE WAS A YOUNG MAN, AND HE BELIEVED THE WORDS WHICH ABINADI HAD SPOKEN, FOR HE KNEW CONCERNING THE INIQUITY WHICH ABINADI HAD TESTIFIED AGAINST THEM; THEREFORE, HE BEGAN TO PLEAD WITH THE KING THAT HE WOULD NOT BE ANGRY WITH ABINADI, BUT SUFFER THAT HE MIGHT DEPART IN PEACE. BUT THE KING WAS MORE-WROTH, AND CAUSED THAT ALMA SHOULD BE CAST OUT FROM AMONG THEM, AND SENT HIS SERVANTS AFTER HIM THAT THEY MIGHT SLAY HIM. BUT HE FLED FROM BEFORE THEM AND HID HIMSELF THAT THEY FOUND HIM NOT. AND HE BEING CONCEALED FOR MANY DAYS DID WRITE ALL THE WORDS WHICH ABINADI HAD SPOKEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE KING CAUSED THAT HIS GUARDS SHOULD SURROUND ABINADI AND TAKE HIM; AND THEY BOUND HIM AND CAST HIM INTO PRISON. AND AFTER THREE DAYS, HAVING COUNSELED WITH HIS PRIESTS, HE CAUSED THAT HE SHOULD AGAIN BE BROUGHT BEFORE HIM. AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: ABINADI, WE HAVE FOUND AN ACCUSATION AGAINST THEE, AND THOU ART WORTHY OF DEATH. FOR THOU HAST SAID THAT GOD HIMSELF SHOULD COME DOWN AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN; AND NOW, FOR THIS CAUSE THOU SHALT BE PUT TO DEATH UNLESS THOU WILT RECALL ALL THE WORDS WHICH THOU HAST SPOKEN EVIL CONCERNING ME AND MY PEOPLE. NOW ABINADI SAID UNTO HIM: I SAY UNTO YOU, I WILL NOT RECALL THE WORDS WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU CONCERNING THIS PEOPLE, FOR THEY ARE TRUE; AND THAT YE MAY KNOW OF THEIR SURETY I HAVE SUFFERED MYSELF THAT I HAVE FALLEN INTO YOUR HANDS. YEA, AND I WILL SUFFER EVEN UNTIL DEATH, AND I WILL NOT RECALL MY WORDS, AND THEY SHALL STAND AS A TESTIMONY AGAINST YOU. AND IF YE SLAY ME YE WILL SHED INNOCENT BLOOD, AND THIS SHALL ALSO STAND AS A TESTIMONY AGAINST YOU AT THE LAST DAY. AND NOW KING NOAH WAS ABOUT TO RELEASE HIM, FOR HE FEARED HIS WORD; FOR HE FEARED THAT THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD WOULD COME UPON HIM. BUT THE PRIESTS LIFTED UP THEIR VOICES AGAINST HIM, AND BEGAN TO ACCUSE HIM, SAYING: HE HAS REVILED THE KING. THEREFORE, THE KING WAS STIRRED UP IN ANGER AGAINST HIM, AND HE DELIVERED HIM UP THAT HE MIGHT BE SLAIN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY TOOK HIM AND BOUND HIM, AND SCOURGED HIS SKIN WITH FAGGOTS, YEA, EVEN UNTO DEATH. AND NOW WHEN THE FLAMES BEGAN TO SCORCH HIM, HE CRIED UNTO THEM, SAYING: BEHOLD, EVEN AS YE HAVE DONE UNTO ME, SO SHALL IT COME TO PASS THAT THY SEED SHALL CAUSE THAT MANY SHALL SUFFER THE PAINS THAT I DO SUFFER, EVEN THE PAINS OF DEATH BY FIRE; AND THIS BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE IN THE SALVATION OF THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND IT WILL COME TO PASS THAT YE SHALL BE AFFLICTED WITH ALL MANNER OF DISEASES BECAUSE OF YOUR INIQUITIES. YEA, AND YE SHALL BE SMITTEN ON EVERY HAND, AND SHALL BE DRIVEN AND SCATTERED TO AND FRO, EVEN AS A WILD FLOCK IS DRIVEN BY WILD AND FEROCIOUS BEASTS. AND IN THAT DAY YE SHALL BE HUNTED, AND YE SHALL BE TAKEN BY THE HAND OF YOUR ENEMIES, AND THEN YE SHALL SUFFER, AS I SUFFER, THE PAINS OF DEATH BY FIRE. THUS, GOD EXECUTETH VENGEANCE UPON THOSE THAT DESTROY HIS PEOPLE. O GOD, RECEIVE MY SOUL. AND NOW, WHEN ABINADI HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HE FELL, HAVING SUFFERED DEATH BY FIRE; YEA, HAVING BEEN PUT TO DEATH BECAUSE HE WOULD NOT DENY THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, HAVING SEALED THE TRUTH OF HIS WORDS BY HIS DEATH. AND NOW, IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA, WHO HAD FLED FROM THE SERVANTS OF KING NOAH, REPENTED OF HIS SINS AND INIQUITIES, AND WENT ABOUT PRIVATELY AMONG THE PEOPLE, AND BEGAN TO TEACH THE WORDS OF ABINADI—YEA, CONCERNING THAT WHICH WAS TO COME, AND ALSO CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, AND THE REDEMPTION OF THE PEOPLE, WHICH WAS TO BE BROUGHT TO PASS THROUGH THE POWER, AND SUFFERINGS, AND DEATH OF CHRIST, AND HIS RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN. AND AS MANY AS WOULD HEAR HIS WORD HE DID TEACH. AND HE TAUGHT THEM PRIVATELY, THAT IT MIGHT NOT COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE KING. AND MANY DID BELIEVE HIS WORDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS MANY AS DID BELIEVE HIM DID GO FORTH TO A PLACE WHICH WAS CALLED MORMON, HAVING RECEIVED ITS NAME FROM THE KING, BEING IN THE BORDERS OF THE LAND HAVING BEEN INFESTED, BY TIMES OR AT SEASONS, BY WILD BEASTS. NOW, THERE WAS IN MORMON A FOUNTAIN OF PURE WATER, AND ALMA RESORTED THITHER, THERE BEING NEAR THE WATER A THICKET OF SMALL TREES, WHERE HE DID HIDE HIMSELF IN THE DAYTIME FROM THE SEARCHES OF THE KING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS MANY AS BELIEVED HIM WENT THITHER TO HEAR HIS WORDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER MANY DAYS THERE WERE A GOODLY NUMBER GATHERED TOGETHER AT THE PLACE OF MORMON, TO HEAR THE WORDS OF ALMA. YEA, ALL WERE GATHERED TOGETHER THAT BELIEVED ON HIS WORD, TO HEAR HIM. AND HE DID TEACH THEM, AND DID PREACH UNTO THEM REPENTANCE, AND REDEMPTION, AND FAITH ON THE LORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, HERE ARE THE WATERS OF MORMON (FOR THUS WERE THEY CALLED) AND NOW, AS YE ARE DESIROUS TO COME INTO THE FOLD OF GOD, AND TO BE CALLED HIS PEOPLE, AND ARE WILLING TO BEAR ONE ANOTHER’S BURDENS, THAT THEY MAY BE LIGHT; YEA, AND ARE WILLING TO MOURN WITH THOSE THAT MOURN; YEA, AND COMFORT THOSE THAT STAND IN NEED OF COMFORT, AND TO STAND AS WITNESSES OF GOD AT ALL TIMES AND IN ALL THINGS, AND IN ALL PLACES THAT YE MAY BE IN, EVEN UNTIL DEATH, THAT YE MAY BE REDEEMED OF GOD, AND BE NUMBERED WITH THOSE OF THE FIRST RESURRECTION, THAT YE MAY HAVE ETERNAL LIFE—NOW I SAY UNTO YOU, IF THIS BE THE DESIRE OF YOUR HEARTS, WHAT HAVE YOU AGAINST BEING BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, AS A WITNESS BEFORE HIM THAT YE HAVE ENTERED INTO A COVENANT WITH HIM, THAT YE WILL SERVE HIM AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, THAT HE MAY POUR OUT HIS SPIRIT MORE ABUNDANTLY UPON YOU? AND NOW WHEN THE PEOPLE HAD HEARD THESE WORDS, THEY CLAPPED THEIR HANDS FOR JOY, AND EXCLAIMED: THIS IS THE DESIRE OF OUR HEARTS. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA TOOK HELAM, HE BEING ONE OF THE FIRST, AND WENT AND STOOD FORTH IN THE WATER, AND CRIED, SAYING: O LORD, POUR OUT THY SPIRIT UPON THY SERVANT, THAT HE MAY DO THIS WORK WITH HOLINESS OF HEART. AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE WORDS, THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WAS UPON HIM, AND HE SAID: HELAM, I BAPTIZE THEE, HAVING AUTHORITY FROM THE ALMIGHTY GOD, AS A TESTIMONY THAT YE HAVE ENTERED INTO A COVENANT TO SERVE HIM UNTIL YOU ARE DEAD AS TO THE MORTAL BODY; AND MAY THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD BE POURED OUT UPON YOU; AND MAY HE GRANT UNTO YOU ETERNAL LIFE, THROUGH THE REDEMPTION OF CHRIST, WHOM HE HAS PREPARED FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. AND AFTER ALMA HAD SAID THESE WORDS, BOTH ALMA AND HELAM WERE BURIED IN THE WATER; AND THEY AROSE AND CAME FORTH OUT OF THE WATER REJOICING, BEING FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT. AND AGAIN, ALMA TOOK ANOTHER, AND WENT FORTH A SECOND TIME INTO THE WATER, AND BAPTIZED HIM ACCORDING TO THE FIRST, ONLY HE DID NOT BURY HIMSELF AGAIN IN THE WATER. AND AFTER THIS MANNER HE DID BAPTIZE EVERY ONE THAT WENT FORTH TO THE PLACE OF MORMON; AND THEY WERE IN NUMBER ABOUT TWO HUNDRED AND FOUR SOULS; YEA, AND THEY WERE BAPTIZED IN THE WATERS OF MORMON, AND WERE FILLED WITH THE GRACE OF GOD. AND THEY WERE CALLED THE CHURCH OF GOD, OR THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, FROM THAT TIME FORWARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHOSOEVER WAS BAPTIZED BY THE POWER AND AUTHORITY OF GOD WAS ADDED TO HIS CHURCH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA, HAVING AUTHORITY FROM GOD, ORDAINED PRIESTS; EVEN ONE PRIEST TO EVERY FIFTY OF THEIR NUMBER DID HE ORDAIN TO PREACH UNTO THEM, AND TO TEACH THEM CONCERNING THE THINGS PERTAINING TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND HE COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD TEACH NOTHING SAVE IT WERE THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD TAUGHT, AND WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY THE MOUTH OF THE HOLY PROPHETS. YEA, EVEN HE COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD PREACH NOTHING SAVE IT WERE REPENTANCE AND FAITH ON THE LORD, WHO HAD REDEEMED HIS PEOPLE. AND HE COMMANDED THEM THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO CONTENTION ONE WITH ANOTHER, BUT THAT THEY SHOULD LOOK FORWARD WITH ONE EYE, HAVING ONE FAITH AND ONE BAPTISM, HAVING THEIR HEARTS KNIT TOGETHER IN UNITY AND IN LOVE ONE TOWARDS ANOTHER. AND THUS, HE COMMANDED THEM TO PREACH. AND THUS, THEY BECAME THE CHILDREN OF GOD. AND HE COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD OBSERVE THE SABBATH DAY, AND KEEP IT HOLY, AND ALSO EVERY DAY THEY SHOULD GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND HE ALSO COMMANDED THEM THAT THE PRIESTS WHOM HE HAD ORDAINED SHOULD LABOR WITH THEIR OWN HANDS FOR THEIR SUPPORT. AND THERE WAS ONE DAY IN EVERY WEEK THAT WAS SET APART THAT THEY SHOULD GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER TO TEACH THE PEOPLE, AND TO WORSHIP THE LORD THEIR GOD, AND ALSO, AS OFTEN AS IT WAS IN THEIR POWER, TO ASSEMBLE THEMSELVES TOGETHER. AND THE PRIESTS WERE NOT TO DEPEND UPON THE PEOPLE FOR THEIR SUPPORT; BUT FOR THEIR LABOR THEY WERE TO RECEIVE THE GRACE OF GOD, THAT THEY MIGHT WAX STRONG IN THE SPIRIT, HAVING THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, THAT THEY MIGHT TEACH WITH POWER AND AUTHORITY FROM GOD. AND AGAIN, ALMA COMMANDED THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH SHOULD IMPART OF THEIR SUBSTANCE, EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH HE HAD; IF HE HAVE MORE ABUNDANTLY, HE SHOULD IMPART MORE ABUNDANTLY; AND OF HIM THAT HAD BUT LITTLE, BUT LITTLE SHOULD BE REQUIRED; AND TO HIM THAT HAD NOT SHOULD BE GIVEN. AND THUS, THEY SHOULD IMPART OF THEIR SUBSTANCE OF THEIR OWN FREE WILL AND GOOD DESIRES TOWARDS GOD, AND TO THOSE PRIESTS THAT STOOD IN NEED, YEA, AND TO EVERY NEEDY, NAKED SOUL. AND THIS HE SAID UNTO THEM, HAVING BEEN COMMANDED OF GOD; AND THEY DID WALK UPRIGHTLY BEFORE GOD, IMPARTING TO ONE ANOTHER BOTH TEMPORALLY AND SPIRITUALLY ACCORDING TO THEIR NEEDS AND THEIR WANTS. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALL THIS WAS DONE IN MORMON, YEA, BY THE WATERS OF MORMON, IN THE FOREST THAT WAS NEAR THE WATERS OF MORMON; YEA, THE PLACE OF MORMON, THE WATERS OF MORMON, THE FOREST OF MORMON, HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THEY TO THE EYES OF THEM WHO THERE CAME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR REDEEMER; YEA, AND HOW BLESSED ARE THEY, FOR THEY SHALL SING TO HIS PRAISE FOREVER. AND THESE THINGS WERE DONE IN THE BORDERS OF THE LAND, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE KING. BUT BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE KING, HAVING DISCOVERED A MOVEMENT AMONG THE PEOPLE, SENT HIS SERVANTS TO WATCH THEM. THEREFORE, ON THE DAY THAT THEY WERE ASSEMBLING THEMSELVES TOGETHER TO HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD THEY WERE DISCOVERED UNTO THE KING. AND NOW THE KING SAID THAT ALMA WAS STIRRING UP THE PEOPLE TO REBELLION AGAINST HIM; THEREFORE, HE SENT HIS ARMY TO DESTROY THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA AND THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD WERE APPRISED OF THE COMING OF THE KING’S ARMY; THEREFORE, THEY TOOK THEIR TENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES AND DEPARTED INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND THEY WERE IN NUMBER ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED AND FIFTY SOULS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ARMY OF THE KING RETURNED, HAVING SEARCHED IN VAIN FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD. AND NOW BEHOLD, THE FORCES OF THE KING WERE SMALL, HAVING BEEN REDUCED, AND THERE BEGAN TO BE A DIVISION AMONG THE REMAINDER OF THE PEOPLE. AND THE LESSER PART BEGAN TO BREATHE OUT THREATENINGS AGAINST THE KING, AND THERE BEGAN TO BE A GREAT CONTENTION AMONG THEM. AND NOW THERE WAS A MAN AMONG THEM WHOSE NAME WAS GIDEON, AND HE BEING A STRONG MAN AND AN ENEMY TO THE KING, THEREFORE HE DREW HIS SWORD, AND SWORE IN HIS WRATH THAT HE WOULD SLAY THE KING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE FOUGHT WITH THE KING; AND WHEN THE KING SAW THAT HE WAS ABOUT TO OVERPOWER HIM, HE FLED AND RAN AND GOT UPON THE TOWER WHICH WAS NEAR THE TEMPLE. AND GIDEON PURSUED AFTER HIM AND WAS ABOUT TO GET UPON THE TOWER TO SLAY THE KING, AND THE KING CAST HIS EYES ROUND ABOUT TOWARDS THE LAND OF SHEMLON, AND BEHOLD, THE ARMY OF THE LAMANITES WERE WITHIN THE BORDERS OF THE LAND. AND NOW THE KING CRIED OUT IN THE ANGUISH OF HIS SOUL, SAYING: GIDEON, SPARE ME, FOR THE LAMANITES ARE UPON US, AND THEY WILL DESTROY US; YEA, THEY WILL DESTROY MY PEOPLE. AND NOW THE KING WAS NOT SO MUCH CONCERNED ABOUT HIS PEOPLE AS HE WAS ABOUT HIS OWN LIFE; NEVERTHELESS, GIDEON DID SPARE HIS LIFE. AND THE KING COMMANDED THE PEOPLE THAT THEY SHOULD FLEE BEFORE THE LAMANITES, AND HE HIMSELF DID GO BEFORE THEM, AND THEY DID FLEE INTO THE WILDERNESS, WITH THEIR WOMEN AND THEIR CHILDREN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES DID PURSUE THEM, AND DID OVERTAKE THEM, AND BEGAN TO SLAY THEM. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE KING COMMANDED THEM THAT ALL THE MEN SHOULD LEAVE THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN, AND FLEE BEFORE THE LAMANITES. NOW THERE WERE MANY THAT WOULD NOT LEAVE THEM, BUT HAD RATHER STAY AND PERISH WITH THEM. AND THE REST LEFT THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN AND FLED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THOSE WHO TARRIED WITH THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN CAUSED THAT THEIR FAIR DAUGHTERS SHOULD STAND FORTH AND PLEAD WITH THE LAMANITES THAT THEY WOULD NOT SLAY THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES HAD COMPASSION ON THEM, FOR THEY WERE CHARMED WITH THE BEAUTY OF THEIR WOMEN. THEREFORE THE LAMANITES DID SPARE THEIR LIVES, AND TOOK THEM CAPTIVES AND CARRIED THEM BACK TO THE LAND OF NEPHI, AND GRANTED UNTO THEM THAT THEY MIGHT POSSESS THE LAND, UNDER THE CONDITIONS THAT THEY WOULD DELIVER UP KING NOAH INTO THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES, AND DELIVER UP THEIR PROPERTY, EVEN ONE HALF OF ALL THEY POSSESSED, ONE HALF OF THEIR GOLD, AND THEIR SILVER, AND ALL THEIR PRECIOUS THINGS, AND THUS THEY SHOULD PAY TRIBUTE TO THE KING OF THE LAMANITES FROM YEAR TO YEAR. AND NOW THERE WAS ONE OF THE SONS OF THE KING AMONG THOSE THAT WERE TAKEN CAPTIVE, WHOSE NAME WAS LIMHI. AND NOW LIMHI WAS DESIROUS THAT HIS FATHER SHOULD NOT BE DESTROYED; NEVERTHELESS, LIMHI WAS NOT IGNORANT OF THE INIQUITIES OF HIS FATHER, HE HIMSELF BEING A JUST MAN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT GIDEON SENT MEN INTO THE WILDERNESS SECRETLY, TO SEARCH FOR THE KING AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY MET THE PEOPLE IN THE WILDERNESS, ALL SAVE THE KING AND HIS PRIESTS. NOW THEY HAD SWORN IN THEIR HEARTS THAT THEY WOULD RETURN TO THE LAND OF NEPHI, AND IF THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN WERE SLAIN, AND ALSO THOSE THAT HAD TARRIED WITH THEM, THAT THEY WOULD SEEK REVENGE, AND ALSO PERISH WITH THEM. AND THE KING COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD NOT RETURN; AND THEY WERE ANGRY WITH THE KING, AND CAUSED THAT HE SHOULD SUFFER, EVEN UNTO DEATH BY FIRE. AND THEY WERE ABOUT TO TAKE THE PRIESTS ALSO AND PUT THEM TO DEATH, AND THEY FLED BEFORE THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE ABOUT TO RETURN TO THE LAND OF NEPHI, AND THEY MET THE MEN OF GIDEON. AND THE MEN OF GIDEON TOLD THEM OF ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED TO THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN; AND THAT THE LAMANITES HAD GRANTED UNTO THEM THAT THEY MIGHT POSSESS THE LAND BY PAYING A TRIBUTE TO THE LAMANITES OF ONE HALF OF ALL THEY POSSESSED. AND THE PEOPLE TOLD THE MEN OF GIDEON THAT THEY HAD SLAIN THE KING, AND HIS PRIESTS HAD FLED FROM THEM FARTHER INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THEY HAD ENDED THE CEREMONY, THAT THEY RETURNED TO THE LAND OF NEPHI, REJOICING, BECAUSE THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN WERE NOT SLAIN; AND THEY TOLD GIDEON WHAT THEY HAD DONE TO THE KING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE KING OF THE LAMANITES MADE AN OATH UNTO THEM, THAT HIS PEOPLE SHOULD NOT SLAY THEM. AND ALSO, LIMHI, BEING THE SON OF THE KING, HAVING THE KINGDOM CONFERRED UPON HIM BY THE PEOPLE, MADE OATH UNTO THE KING OF THE LAMANITES THAT HIS PEOPLE SHOULD PAY TRIBUTE UNTO HIM, EVEN ONE HALF OF ALL THEY POSSESSED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT LIMHI BEGAN TO ESTABLISH THE KINGDOM AND TO ESTABLISH PEACE AMONG HIS PEOPLE. AND THE KING OF THE LAMANITES SET GUARDS ROUND ABOUT THE LAND, THAT HE MIGHT KEEP THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI IN THE LAND, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT DEPART INTO THE WILDERNESS; AND HE DID SUPPORT HIS GUARDS OUT OF THE TRIBUTE WHICH HE DID RECEIVE FROM THE NEPHITES. AND NOW KING LIMHI DID HAVE CONTINUAL PEACE IN HIS KINGDOM FOR THE SPACE OF TWO YEARS, THAT THE LAMANITES DID NOT MOLEST THEM NOR SEEK TO DESTROY THEM. NOW THERE WAS A PLACE IN SHEMLON WHERE THE DAUGHTERS OF THE LAMANITES DID GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER TO SING, AND TO DANCE, AND TO MAKE THEMSELVES MERRY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WAS ONE DAY A SMALL NUMBER OF THEM GATHERED TOGETHER TO SING AND TO DANCE. AND NOW THE PRIESTS OF KING NOAH, BEING ASHAMED TO RETURN TO THE CITY OF NEPHI, YEA, AND ALSO FEARING THAT THE PEOPLE WOULD SLAY THEM, THEREFORE THEY DURST NOT RETURN TO THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN. AND HAVING TARRIED IN THE WILDERNESS, AND HAVING DISCOVERED THE DAUGHTERS OF THE LAMANITES, THEY LAID AND WATCHED THEM; AND WHEN THERE WERE BUT FEW OF THEM GATHERED TOGETHER TO DANCE, THEY CAME FORTH OUT OF THEIR SECRET PLACES AND TOOK THEM AND CARRIED THEM INTO THE WILDERNESS; YEA, TWENTY AND FOUR OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE LAMANITES THEY CARRIED INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE LAMANITES FOUND THAT THEIR DAUGHTERS HAD BEEN MISSING, THEY WERE ANGRY WITH THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI, FOR THEY THOUGHT IT WAS THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI. THEREFORE, THEY SENT THEIR ARMIES FORTH; YEA, EVEN THE KING HIMSELF WENT BEFORE HIS PEOPLE; AND THEY WENT UP TO THE LAND OF NEPHI TO DESTROY THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI. AND NOW LIMHI HAD DISCOVERED THEM FROM THE TOWER, EVEN ALL THEIR PREPARATIONS FOR WAR DID HE DISCOVER; THEREFORE, HE GATHERED HIS PEOPLE TOGETHER, AND LAID WAIT FOR THEM IN THE FIELDS AND IN THE FORESTS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE LAMANITES HAD COME UP, THAT THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI BEGAN TO FALL UPON THEM FROM THEIR WAITING PLACES, AND BEGAN TO SLAY THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE BATTLE BECAME EXCEEDINGLY SORE, FOR THEY FOUGHT LIKE LIONS FOR THEIR PREY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI BEGAN TO DRIVE THE LAMANITES BEFORE THEM; YET THEY WERE NOT HALF SO NUMEROUS AS THE LAMANITES. BUT THEY FOUGHT FOR THEIR LIVES, AND FOR THEIR WIVES, AND FOR THEIR CHILDREN; THEREFORE, THEY EXERTED THEMSELVES AND LIKE DRAGONS DID THEY FIGHT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY FOUND THE KING OF THE LAMANITES AMONG THE NUMBER OF THEIR DEAD; YET HE WAS NOT DEAD, HAVING BEEN WOUNDED AND LEFT UPON THE GROUND, SO SPEEDY WAS THE FLIGHT OF HIS PEOPLE. AND THEY TOOK HIM AND BOUND UP HIS WOUNDS, AND BROUGHT HIM BEFORE LIMHI, AND SAID: BEHOLD, HERE IS THE KING OF THE LAMANITES; HE HAVING RECEIVED A WOUND HAS FALLEN AMONG THEIR DEAD, AND THEY HAVE LEFT HIM; AND BEHOLD, WE HAVE BROUGHT HIM BEFORE YOU; AND NOW LET US SLAY HIM. BUT LIMHI SAID UNTO THEM: YE SHALL NOT SLAY HIM, BUT BRING HIM HITHER THAT I MAY SEE HIM. AND THEY BROUGHT HIM. AND LIMHI SAID UNTO HIM: WHAT CAUSE HAVE YE TO COME UP TO WAR AGAINST MY PEOPLE? BEHOLD, MY PEOPLE HAVE NOT BROKEN THE OATH THAT I MADE UNTO YOU; THEREFORE, WHY SHOULD YE BREAK THE OATH WHICH YE MADE UNTO MY PEOPLE? AND NOW THE KING SAID: I HAVE BROKEN THE OATH BECAUSE THY PEOPLE DID CARRY AWAY THE DAUGHTERS OF MY PEOPLE; THEREFORE, IN MY ANGER I DID CAUSE MY PEOPLE TO COME UP TO WAR AGAINST THY PEOPLE. AND NOW LIMHI HAD HEARD NOTHING CONCERNING THIS MATTER; THEREFORE, HE SAID: I WILL SEARCH AMONG MY PEOPLE AND WHOSOEVER HAS DONE THIS THING SHALL PERISH. THEREFORE, HE CAUSED A SEARCH TO BE MADE AMONG HIS PEOPLE. NOW WHEN GIDEON HAD HEARD THESE THINGS, HE BEING THE KING’S CAPTAIN, HE WENT FORTH AND SAID UNTO THE KING: I PRAY THEE FORBEAR, AND DO NOT SEARCH THIS PEOPLE, AND LAY NOT THIS THING TO THEIR CHARGE. FOR DO YE NOT REMEMBER THE PRIESTS OF THY FATHER, WHOM THIS PEOPLE SOUGHT TO DESTROY? AND ARE THEY NOT IN THE WILDERNESS? AND ARE NOT THEY THE ONES WHO HAVE STOLEN THE DAUGHTERS OF THE LAMANITES? AND NOW, BEHOLD, AND TELL THE KING OF THESE THINGS, THAT HE MAY TELL HIS PEOPLE THAT THEY MAY BE PACIFIED TOWARDS US; FOR BEHOLD THEY ARE ALREADY PREPARING TO COME AGAINST US; AND BEHOLD ALSO THERE ARE BUT FEW OF US. AND BEHOLD, THEY COME WITH THEIR NUMEROUS HOSTS; AND EXCEPT THE KING DOTH PACIFY THEM TOWARDS US WE MUST PERISH. FOR ARE NOT THE WORDS OF ABINADI FULFILLED, WHICH HE PROPHESIED AGAINST US—AND ALL THIS BECAUSE WE WOULD NOT HEARKEN UNTO THE WORDS OF THE LORD, AND TURN FROM OUR INIQUITIES? AND NOW LET US PACIFY THE KING, AND WE FULFIL THE OATH WHICH WE HAVE MADE UNTO HIM; FOR IT IS BETTER THAT WE SHOULD BE IN BONDAGE THAN THAT WE SHOULD LOSE OUR LIVES; THEREFORE, LET US PUT A STOP TO THE SHEDDING OF SO MUCH BLOOD. AND NOW LIMHI TOLD THE KING ALL THE THINGS CONCERNING HIS FATHER, AND THE PRIESTS THAT HAD FLED INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND ATTRIBUTED THE CARRYING AWAY OF THEIR DAUGHTERS TO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE KING WAS PACIFIED TOWARDS HIS PEOPLE; AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: LET US GO FORTH TO MEET MY PEOPLE, WITHOUT ARMS; AND I SWEAR UNTO YOU WITH AN OATH THAT MY PEOPLE SHALL NOT SLAY THY PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY FOLLOWED THE KING, AND WENT FORTH WITHOUT ARMS TO MEET THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID MEET THE LAMANITES; AND THE KING OF THE LAMANITES DID BOW HIMSELF DOWN BEFORE THEM, AND DID PLEAD IN BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI. AND WHEN THE LAMANITES SAW THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI, THAT THEY WERE WITHOUT ARMS, THEY HAD COMPASSION ON THEM AND WERE PACIFIED TOWARDS THEM, AND RETURNED WITH THEIR KING IN PEACE TO THEIR OWN LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT LIMHI AND HIS PEOPLE RETURNED TO THE CITY OF NEPHI, AND BEGAN TO DWELL IN THE LAND AGAIN IN PEACE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER MANY DAYS THE LAMANITES BEGAN AGAIN TO BE STIRRED UP IN ANGER AGAINST THE NEPHITES, AND THEY BEGAN TO COME INTO THE BORDERS OF THE LAND ROUND ABOUT. NOW THEY DURST NOT SLAY THEM, BECAUSE OF THE OATH WHICH THEIR KING HAD MADE UNTO LIMHI; BUT THEY WOULD SMITE THEM ON THEIR CHEEKS, AND EXERCISE AUTHORITY OVER THEM; AND BEGAN TO PUT HEAVY BURDENS UPON THEIR BACKS, AND DRIVE THEM AS THEY WOULD A DUMB ASS—YEA, ALL THIS WAS DONE THAT THE WORD OF THE LORD MIGHT BE FULFILLED. AND NOW THE AFFLICTIONS OF THE NEPHITES WERE GREAT, AND THERE WAS NO WAY THAT THEY COULD DELIVER THEMSELVES OUT OF THEIR HANDS, FOR THE LAMANITES HAD SURROUNDED THEM ON EVERY SIDE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO MURMUR WITH THE KING BECAUSE OF THEIR AFFLICTIONS; AND THEY BEGAN TO BE DESIROUS TO GO AGAINST THEM TO BATTLE. AND THEY DID AFFLICT THE KING SORELY WITH THEIR COMPLAINTS; THEREFORE, HE GRANTED UNTO THEM THAT THEY SHOULD DO ACCORDING TO THEIR DESIRES. AND THEY GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER AGAIN, AND PUT ON THEIR ARMOR, AND WENT FORTH AGAINST THE LAMANITES TO DRIVE THEM OUT OF THEIR LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES DID BEAT THEM, AND DROVE THEM BACK, AND SLEW MANY OF THEM. AND NOW THERE WAS A GREAT MOURNING AND LAMENTATION AMONG THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI, THE WIDOW MOURNING FOR HER HUSBAND, THE SON AND THE DAUGHTER MOURNING FOR THEIR FATHER, AND THE BROTHERS FOR THEIR BRETHREN. NOW THERE WERE A GREAT MANY WIDOWS IN THE LAND, AND THEY DID CRY MIGHTILY FROM DAY TO DAY, FOR A GREAT FEAR OF THE LAMANITES HAD COME UPON THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEIR CONTINUAL CRIES DID STIR UP THE REMAINDER OF THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI TO ANGER AGAINST THE LAMANITES; AND THEY WENT AGAIN TO BATTLE, BUT THEY WERE DRIVEN BACK AGAIN, SUFFERING MUCH LOSS. YEA, THEY WENT AGAIN EVEN THE THIRD TIME, AND SUFFERED IN THE LIKE MANNER; AND THOSE THAT WERE NOT SLAIN RETURNED AGAIN TO THE CITY OF NEPHI. AND THEY DID HUMBLE THEMSELVES EVEN TO THE DUST, SUBJECTING THEMSELVES TO THE YOKE OF BONDAGE, SUBMITTING THEMSELVES TO BE SMITTEN, AND TO BE DRIVEN TO AND FRO, AND BURDENED, ACCORDING TO THE DESIRES OF THEIR ENEMIES. AND THEY DID HUMBLE THEMSELVES EVEN IN THE DEPTHS OF HUMILITY; AND THEY DID CRY MIGHTILY TO GOD; YEA, EVEN ALL THE DAY LONG DID THEY CRY UNTO THEIR GOD THAT HE WOULD DELIVER THEM OUT OF THEIR AFFLICTIONS. AND NOW THE LORD WAS SLOW TO HEAR THEIR CRY BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITIES; NEVERTHELESS, THE LORD DID HEAR THEIR CRIES, AND BEGAN TO SOFTEN THE HEARTS OF THE LAMANITES THAT THEY BEGAN TO EASE THEIR BURDENS; YET THE LORD DID NOT SEE FIT TO DELIVER THEM OUT OF BONDAGE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY BEGAN TO PROSPER BY DEGREES IN THE LAND, AND BEGAN TO RAISE GRAIN MORE ABUNDANTLY, AND FLOCKS, AND HERDS, THAT THEY DID NOT SUFFER WITH HUNGER. NOW THERE WAS A GREAT NUMBER OF WOMEN, MORE THAN THERE WAS OF MEN; THEREFORE, KING LIMHI COMMANDED THAT EVERY MAN SHOULD IMPART TO THE SUPPORT OF THE WIDOWS AND THEIR CHILDREN, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT PERISH WITH HUNGER; AND THIS THEY DID BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THEIR NUMBER THAT HAD BEEN SLAIN. NOW THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI KEPT TOGETHER IN A BODY AS MUCH AS IT WAS POSSIBLE, AND SECURED THEIR GRAIN AND THEIR FLOCKS; AND THE KING HIMSELF DID NOT TRUST HIS PERSON WITHOUT THE WALLS OF THE CITY, UNLESS HE TOOK HIS GUARDS WITH HIM, FEARING THAT HE MIGHT BY SOME MEANS FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES. AND HE CAUSED THAT HIS PEOPLE SHOULD WATCH THE LAND ROUND ABOUT, THAT BY SOME MEANS THEY MIGHT TAKE THOSE PRIESTS THAT FLED INTO THE WILDERNESS, WHO HAD STOLEN THE DAUGHTERS OF THE LAMANITES, AND THAT HAD CAUSED SUCH A GREAT DESTRUCTION TO COME UPON THEM. FOR THEY WERE DESIROUS TO TAKE THEM THAT THEY MIGHT PUNISH THEM; FOR THEY HAD COME INTO THE LAND OF NEPHI BY NIGHT, AND CARRIED OFF THEIR GRAIN AND MANY OF THEIR PRECIOUS THINGS; THEREFORE, THEY LAID WAIT FOR THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WAS NO MORE DISTURBANCE BETWEEN THE LAMANITES AND THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI, EVEN UNTIL THE TIME THAT AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN CAME INTO THE LAND. AND THE KING HAVING BEEN WITHOUT THE GATES OF THE CITY WITH HIS GUARD, DISCOVERED AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN; AND SUPPOSING THEM TO BE PRIESTS OF NOAH THEREFORE HE CAUSED THAT THEY SHOULD BE TAKEN, AND BOUND, AND CAST INTO PRISON. AND HAD THEY BEEN THE PRIESTS OF NOAH HE WOULD HAVE CAUSED THAT THEY SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH. BUT WHEN HE FOUND THAT THEY WERE NOT, BUT THAT THEY WERE HIS BRETHREN, AND HAD COME FROM THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, HE WAS FILLED WITH EXCEEDINGLY GREAT JOY. NOW KING LIMHI HAD SENT, PREVIOUS TO THE COMING OF AMMON, A SMALL NUMBER OF MEN TO SEARCH FOR THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA; BUT THEY COULD NOT FIND IT, AND THEY WERE LOST IN THE WILDERNESS. NEVERTHELESS, THEY DID FIND A LAND WHICH HAD BEEN PEOPLED; YEA, A LAND WHICH WAS COVERED WITH DRY BONES; YEA, A LAND WHICH HAD BEEN PEOPLED AND WHICH HAD BEEN DESTROYED; AND THEY, HAVING SUPPOSED IT TO BE THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, RETURNED TO THE LAND OF NEPHI, HAVING ARRIVED IN THE BORDERS OF THE LAND NOT MANY DAYS BEFORE THE COMING OF AMMON. AND THEY BROUGHT A RECORD WITH THEM, EVEN A RECORD OF THE PEOPLE WHOSE BONES THEY HAD FOUND; AND IT WAS ENGRAVEN ON PLATES OF ORE. AND NOW LIMHI WAS AGAIN FILLED WITH JOY ON LEARNING FROM THE MOUTH OF AMMON THAT KING MOSIAH HAD A GIFT FROM GOD, WHEREBY HE COULD INTERPRET SUCH ENGRAVINGS; YEA, AND AMMON ALSO DID REJOICE. YET AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN WERE FILLED WITH SORROW BECAUSE SO MANY OF THEIR BRETHREN HAD BEEN SLAIN; AND ALSO THAT KING NOAH AND HIS PRIESTS HAD CAUSED THE PEOPLE TO COMMIT SO MANY SINS AND INIQUITIES AGAINST GOD; AND THEY ALSO DID MOURN FOR THE DEATH OF ABINADI; AND ALSO FOR THE DEPARTURE OF ALMA AND THE PEOPLE THAT WENT WITH HIM, WHO HAD FORMED A CHURCH OF GOD THROUGH THE STRENGTH AND POWER OF GOD, AND FAITH ON THE WORDS WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY ABINADI. YEA, THEY DID MOURN FOR THEIR DEPARTURE, FOR THEY KNEW NOT WHITHER THEY HAD FLED. NOW THEY WOULD HAVE GLADLY JOINED WITH THEM, FOR THEY THEMSELVES HAD ENTERED INTO A COVENANT WITH GOD TO SERVE HIM AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS. AND NOW SINCE THE COMING OF AMMON, KING LIMHI HAD ALSO ENTERED INTO A COVENANT WITH GOD, AND ALSO MANY OF HIS PEOPLE, TO SERVE HIM AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KING LIMHI AND MANY OF HIS PEOPLE WERE DESIROUS TO BE BAPTIZED; BUT THERE WAS NONE IN THE LAND THAT HAD AUTHORITY FROM GOD. AND AMMON DECLINED DOING THIS THING, CONSIDERING HIMSELF AN UNWORTHY SERVANT. THEREFORE, THEY DID NOT AT THAT TIME FORM THEMSELVES INTO A CHURCH, WAITING UPON THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD. NOW THEY WERE DESIROUS TO BECOME EVEN AS ALMA AND HIS BRETHREN, WHO HAD FLED INTO THE WILDERNESS. THEY WERE DESIROUS TO BE BAPTIZED AS A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY THAT THEY WERE WILLING TO SERVE GOD WITH ALL THEIR HEARTS; NEVERTHELESS, THEY DID PROLONG THE TIME; AND AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR BAPTISM SHALL BE GIVEN HEREAFTER. AND NOW ALL THE STUDY OF AMMON AND HIS PEOPLE, AND KING LIMHI AND HIS PEOPLE, WAS TO DELIVER THEMSELVES OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES AND FROM BONDAGE.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMMON AND KING LIMHI BEGAN TO CONSULT WITH THE PEOPLE HOW THEY SHOULD DELIVER THEMSELVES OUT OF BONDAGE; AND EVEN THEY DID CAUSE THAT ALL THE PEOPLE SHOULD GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER; AND THIS THEY DID THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE CONCERNING THE MATTER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY COULD FIND NO WAY TO DELIVER THEMSELVES OUT OF BONDAGE, EXCEPT IT WERE TO TAKE THEIR WOMEN AND CHILDREN, AND THEIR FLOCKS, AND THEIR HERDS, AND THEIR TENTS, AND DEPART INTO THE WILDERNESS; FOR THE LAMANITES BEING SO NUMEROUS, IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI TO CONTEND WITH THEM, THINKING TO DELIVER THEMSELVES OUT OF BONDAGE BY THE SWORD. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT GIDEON WENT FORTH AND STOOD BEFORE THE KING, AND SAID UNTO HIM: NOW O KING, THOU HAST HITHERTO HEARKENED UNTO MY WORDS MANY TIMES WHEN WE HAVE BEEN CONTENDING WITH OUR BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES. AND NOW O KING, IF THOU HAST NOT FOUND ME TO BE AN UNPROFITABLE SERVANT, OR IF THOU HAST HITHERTO LISTENED TO MY WORDS IN ANY DEGREE, AND THEY HAVE BEEN OF SERVICE TO THEE, EVEN SO I DESIRE THAT THOU WOULDST LISTEN TO MY WORDS AT THIS TIME, AND I WILL BE THY SERVANT AND DELIVER THIS PEOPLE OUT OF BONDAGE. AND THE KING GRANTED UNTO HIM THAT HE MIGHT SPEAK. AND GIDEON SAID UNTO HIM: BEHOLD THE BACK PASS, THROUGH THE BACK WALL, ON THE BACK SIDE OF THE CITY. THE LAMANITES, OR THE GUARDS OF THE LAMANITES, BY NIGHT ARE DRUNKEN; THEREFORE, LET US SEND A PROCLAMATION AMONG ALL THIS PEOPLE THAT THEY GATHER TOGETHER THEIR FLOCKS AND HERDS, THAT THEY MAY DRIVE THEM INTO THE WILDERNESS BY NIGHT. AND I WILL GO ACCORDING TO THY COMMAND AND PAY THE LAST TRIBUTE OF WINE TO THE LAMANITES, AND THEY WILL BE DRUNKEN; AND WE WILL PASS THROUGH THE SECRET PASS ON THE LEFT OF THEIR CAMP WHEN THEY ARE DRUNKEN AND ASLEEP. THUS, WE WILL DEPART WITH OUR WOMEN AND OUR CHILDREN, OUR FLOCKS, AND OUR HERDS INTO THE WILDERNESS; AND WE WILL TRAVEL AROUND THE LAND OF SHILOM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE KING HEARKENED UNTO THE WORDS OF GIDEON. AND KING LIMHI CAUSED THAT HIS PEOPLE SHOULD GATHER THEIR FLOCKS TOGETHER; AND HE SENT THE TRIBUTE OF WINE TO THE LAMANITES; AND HE ALSO SENT MORE WINE, AS A PRESENT UNTO THEM; AND THEY DID DRINK FREELY OF THE WINE WHICH KING LIMHI DID SEND UNTO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE OF KING LIMHI DID DEPART BY NIGHT INTO THE WILDERNESS WITH THEIR FLOCKS AND THEIR HERDS, AND THEY WENT [A] ROUND ABOUT THE LAND OF SHILOM IN THE WILDERNESS, AND BENT THEIR COURSE TOWARDS THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, BEING LED BY AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN. AND THEY HAD TAKEN ALL THEIR GOLD, AND SILVER, AND THEIR PRECIOUS THINGS, WHICH THEY COULD CARRY, AND ALSO THEIR PROVISIONS WITH THEM, INTO THE WILDERNESS; AND THEY PURSUED THEIR JOURNEY. AND AFTER BEING MANY DAYS IN THE WILDERNESS THEY ARRIVED IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND JOINED MOSIAH’S PEOPLE, AND BECAME HIS SUBJECTS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MOSIAH RECEIVED THEM WITH JOY; AND HE ALSO RECEIVED THEIR RECORDS, AND ALSO THE RECORDS WHICH HAD BEEN FOUND BY THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THE LAMANITES HAD FOUND THAT THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI HAD DEPARTED OUT OF THE LAND BY NIGHT, THAT THEY SENT AN ARMY INTO THE WILDERNESS TO PURSUE THEM; AND AFTER THEY HAD PURSUED THEM TWO DAYS, THEY COULD NO LONGER FOLLOW THEIR TRACKS; THEREFORE, THEY WERE LOST IN THE WILDERNESS. AN ACCOUNT OF ALMA AND THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD, WHO WERE DRIVEN INTO THE WILDERNESS BY THE PEOPLE OF KING NOAH. 
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NOW ALMA, HAVING BEEN WARNED OF THE LORD THAT THE ARMIES OF KING NOAH WOULD COME UPON THEM, AND HAVING MADE IT KNOWN TO HIS PEOPLE, THEREFORE THEY GATHERED TOGETHER THEIR FLOCKS, AND TOOK OF THEIR GRAIN, AND DEPARTED INTO THE WILDERNESS BEFORE THE ARMIES OF KING NOAH. AND THE LORD DID STRENGTHEN THEM, THAT THE PEOPLE OF KING NOAH COULD NOT OVERTAKE THEM TO DESTROY THEM. AND THEY FLED EIGHT DAYS’ JOURNEY INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND THEY CAME TO A LAND, YEA, EVEN A VERY BEAUTIFUL AND PLEASANT LAND, A LAND OF PURE WATER. AND THEY PITCHED THEIR TENTS, AND BEGAN TO TILL THE GROUND, AND BEGAN TO BUILD BUILDINGS; YEA, THEY WERE INDUSTRIOUS, AND DID LABOR EXCEEDINGLY. AND THE PEOPLE WERE DESIROUS THAT ALMA SHOULD BE THEIR KING, FOR HE WAS BELOVED BY HIS PEOPLE. BUT HE SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, IT IS NOT EXPEDIENT THAT WE SHOULD HAVE A KING; FOR THUS SAITH THE LORD: YE SHALL NOT ESTEEM ONE FLESH ABOVE ANOTHER, OR ONE MAN SHALL NOT THINK HIMSELF ABOVE ANOTHER; THEREFORE, I SAY UNTO YOU IT IS NOT EXPEDIENT THAT YE SHOULD HAVE A KING. NEVERTHELESS, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE THAT YE COULD ALWAYS HAVE JUST MEN TO BE YOUR KINGS IT WOULD BE WELL FOR YOU TO HAVE A KING. BUT REMEMBER THE INIQUITY OF KING NOAH AND HIS PRIESTS; AND I MYSELF WAS CAUGHT IN A SNARE, AND DID MANY THINGS WHICH WERE ABOMINABLE IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD, WHICH CAUSED ME SORE REPENTANCE; NEVERTHELESS, AFTER MUCH TRIBULATION, THE LORD DID HEAR MY CRIES, AND DID ANSWER MY PRAYERS, AND HAS MADE ME AN INSTRUMENT IN HIS HANDS IN BRINGING SO MANY OF YOU TO A KNOWLEDGE OF HIS TRUTH. NEVERTHELESS, IN THIS I DO NOT GLORY, FOR I AM UNWORTHY TO GLORY OF MYSELF. AND NOW I SAY UNTO YOU, YE HAVE BEEN OPPRESSED BY KING NOAH, AND HAVE BEEN IN BONDAGE TO HIM AND HIS PRIESTS, AND HAVE BEEN BROUGHT INTO INIQUITY BY THEM; THEREFORE, YE WERE BOUND WITH THE BANDS OF INIQUITY. AND NOW AS YE HAVE BEEN DELIVERED BY THE POWER OF GOD OUT OF THESE BONDS; YEA, EVEN OUT OF THE HANDS OF KING NOAH AND HIS PEOPLE, AND ALSO FROM THE BONDS OF INIQUITY, EVEN SO I DESIRE THAT YE SHOULD STAND FAST IN THIS LIBERTY WHEREWITH YE HAVE BEEN MADE FREE, AND THAT YE TRUST NO MAN TO BE A KING OVER YOU. AND ALSO TRUST NO ONE TO BE YOUR TEACHER NOR YOUR MINISTER, EXCEPT HE BE A MAN OF GOD, WALKING IN HIS WAYS AND KEEPING HIS COMMANDMENTS. THUS, DID ALMA TEACH HIS PEOPLE, THAT EVERY MAN SHOULD LOVE HIS NEIGHBOR AS HIMSELF, THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO CONTENTION AMONG THEM. AND NOW, ALMA WAS THEIR HIGH PRIEST, HE BEING THE FOUNDER OF THEIR CHURCH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NONE RECEIVED AUTHORITY TO PREACH OR TO TEACH EXCEPT IT WERE BY HIM FROM GOD. THEREFORE, HE CONSECRATED ALL THEIR PRIESTS AND ALL THEIR TEACHERS; AND NONE WERE CONSECRATED EXCEPT THEY WERE JUST MEN. THEREFORE, THEY DID WATCH OVER THEIR PEOPLE, AND DID NOURISH THEM WITH THINGS PERTAINING TO RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY BEGAN TO PROSPER EXCEEDINGLY IN THE LAND; AND THEY CALLED THE LAND HELAM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID MULTIPLY AND PROSPER EXCEEDINGLY IN THE LAND OF HELAM; AND THEY BUILT A CITY, WHICH THEY CALLED THE CITY OF HELAM. NEVERTHELESS, THE LORD SEETH FIT TO CHASTEN HIS PEOPLE; YEA, HE TRIETH THEIR PATIENCE AND THEIR FAITH. NEVERTHELESS—WHOSOEVER PUTTETH HIS TRUST IN HIM THE SAME SHALL BE LIFTED UP AT THE LAST DAY. YEA, AND THUS IT WAS WITH THIS PEOPLE. FOR BEHOLD, I WILL SHOW UNTO YOU THAT THEY WERE BROUGHT INTO BONDAGE, AND NONE COULD DELIVER THEM BUT THE LORD THEIR GOD, YEA, EVEN THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND OF JACOB. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID DELIVER THEM, AND HE DID SHOW FORTH HIS MIGHTY POWER UNTO THEM, AND GREAT WERE THEIR REJOICINGS. FOR BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHILE THEY WERE IN THE LAND OF HELAM, YEA, IN THE CITY OF HELAM, WHILE TILLING THE LAND ROUND ABOUT, BEHOLD AN ARMY OF THE LAMANITES WAS IN THE BORDERS OF THE LAND. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE BRETHREN OF ALMA FLED FROM THEIR FIELDS, AND GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER IN THE CITY OF HELAM; AND THEY WERE MUCH FRIGHTENED BECAUSE OF THE APPEARANCE OF THE LAMANITES. BUT ALMA WENT FORTH AND STOOD AMONG THEM, AND EXHORTED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE FRIGHTENED, BUT THAT THEY SHOULD REMEMBER THE LORD THEIR GOD AND HE WOULD DELIVER THEM. THEREFORE, THEY HUSHED THEIR FEARS, AND BEGAN TO CRY UNTO THE LORD THAT HE WOULD SOFTEN THE HEARTS OF THE LAMANITES, THAT THEY WOULD SPARE THEM, AND THEIR WIVES, AND THEIR CHILDREN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD DID SOFTEN THE HEARTS OF THE LAMANITES. AND ALMA AND HIS BRETHREN WENT FORTH AND DELIVERED THEMSELVES UP INTO THEIR HANDS; AND THE LAMANITES TOOK POSSESSION OF THE LAND OF HELAM. NOW THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES, WHICH HAD FOLLOWED AFTER THE PEOPLE OF KING LIMHI, HAD BEEN LOST IN THE WILDERNESS FOR MANY DAYS. AND BEHOLD, THEY HAD FOUND THOSE PRIESTS OF KING NOAH, IN A PLACE WHICH THEY CALLED AMULON; AND THEY HAD BEGUN TO POSSESS THE LAND OF AMULON AND HAD BEGUN TO TILL THE GROUND. NOW THE NAME OF THE LEADER OF THOSE PRIESTS WAS AMULON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMULON DID PLEAD WITH THE LAMANITES; AND HE ALSO SENT FORTH THEIR WIVES, WHO WERE THE DAUGHTERS OF THE LAMANITES, TO PLEAD WITH THEIR BRETHREN, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT DESTROY THEIR HUSBANDS. AND THE LAMANITES HAD COMPASSION ON AMULON AND HIS BRETHREN, AND DID NOT DESTROY THEM, BECAUSE OF THEIR WIVES. AND AMULON AND HIS BRETHREN DID JOIN THE LAMANITES, AND THEY WERE TRAVELING IN THE WILDERNESS IN SEARCH OF THE LAND OF NEPHI WHEN THEY DISCOVERED THE LAND OF HELAM, WHICH WAS POSSESSED BY ALMA AND HIS BRETHREN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES PROMISED UNTO ALMA AND HIS BRETHREN, THAT IF THEY WOULD SHOW THEM THE WAY WHICH LED TO THE LAND OF NEPHI THAT THEY WOULD GRANT UNTO THEM THEIR LIVES AND THEIR LIBERTY. BUT AFTER ALMA HAD SHOWN THEM THE WAY THAT LED TO THE LAND OF NEPHI THE LAMANITES WOULD NOT KEEP THEIR PROMISE; BUT THEY SET GUARDS ROUND ABOUT THE LAND OF HELAM, OVER ALMA AND HIS BRETHREN. AND THE REMAINDER OF THEM WENT TO THE LAND OF NEPHI; AND A PART OF THEM RETURNED TO THE LAND OF HELAM, AND ALSO BROUGHT WITH THEM THE WIVES AND THE CHILDREN OF THE GUARDS WHO HAD BEEN LEFT IN THE LAND. AND THE KING OF THE LAMANITES HAD GRANTED UNTO AMULON THAT HE SHOULD BE A KING AND A RULER OVER HIS PEOPLE, WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF HELAM; NEVERTHELESS, HE SHOULD HAVE NO POWER TO DO ANYTHING CONTRARY TO THE WILL OF THE KING OF THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMULON DID GAIN FAVOR IN THE EYES OF THE KING OF THE LAMANITES; THEREFORE, THE KING OF THE LAMANITES GRANTED UNTO HIM AND HIS BRETHREN THAT THEY SHOULD BE APPOINTED TEACHERS OVER HIS PEOPLE, YEA, EVEN OVER THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF SHEMLON, AND IN THE LAND OF SHILOM, AND IN THE LAND OF AMULON. FOR THE LAMANITES HAD TAKEN POSSESSION OF ALL THESE LANDS; THEREFORE, THE KING OF THE LAMANITES HAD APPOINTED KINGS OVER ALL THESE LANDS. AND NOW THE NAME OF THE KING OF THE LAMANITES WAS LAMAN, BEING CALLED AFTER THE NAME OF HIS FATHER; AND THEREFORE, HE WAS CALLED KING LAMAN. AND HE WAS KING OVER A NUMEROUS PEOPLE. AND HE APPOINTED TEACHERS OF THE BRETHREN OF AMULON IN EVERY LAND WHICH WAS POSSESSED BY HIS PEOPLE; AND THUS, THE LANGUAGE OF NEPHI BEGAN TO BE TAUGHT AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE LAMANITES. AND THEY WERE A PEOPLE FRIENDLY ONE WITH ANOTHER; NEVERTHELESS, THEY KNEW NOT GOD; NEITHER DID THE BRETHREN OF AMULON TEACH THEM ANYTHING CONCERNING THE LORD THEIR GOD, NEITHER THE LAW OF MOSES; NOR DID THEY TEACH THEM THE WORDS OF ABINADI; BUT THEY TAUGHT THEM THAT THEY SHOULD KEEP THEIR RECORD, AND THAT THEY MIGHT WRITE ONE TO ANOTHER. AND THUS, THE LAMANITES BEGAN TO INCREASE IN RICHES, AND BEGAN TO TRADE ONE WITH ANOTHER AND WAX GREAT, AND BEGAN TO BE A CUNNING AND A WISE PEOPLE, AS TO THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD, YEA, A VERY CUNNING PEOPLE, DELIGHTING IN ALL MANNER OF WICKEDNESS AND PLUNDER, EXCEPT IT WERE AMONG THEIR OWN BRETHREN. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMULON BEGAN TO EXERCISE AUTHORITY OVER ALMA AND HIS BRETHREN, AND BEGAN TO PERSECUTE HIM, AND CAUSE THAT HIS CHILDREN SHOULD PERSECUTE THEIR CHILDREN. FOR AMULON KNEW ALMA, THAT HE HAD BEEN ONE OF THE KING’S PRIESTS, AND THAT IT WAS HE THAT BELIEVED THE WORDS OF ABINADI AND WAS DRIVEN OUT BEFORE THE KING, AND THEREFORE HE WAS WROTH WITH HIM; FOR HE WAS SUBJECT TO KING LAMAN, YET HE EXERCISED AUTHORITY OVER THEM, AND PUT TASKS UPON THEM, AND PUT TASK-MASTERS OVER THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SO GREAT WERE THEIR AFFLICTIONS THAT THEY BEGAN TO CRY MIGHTILY TO GOD. AND AMULON COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD STOP THEIR CRIES; AND HE PUT GUARDS OVER THEM TO WATCH THEM, THAT WHOSOEVER SHOULD BE FOUND CALLING UPON GOD SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH. AND ALMA AND HIS PEOPLE DID NOT RAISE THEIR VOICES TO THE LORD THEIR GOD, BUT DID POUR OUT THEIR HEARTS TO HIM; AND HE DID KNOW THE THOUGHTS OF THEIR HEARTS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE VOICE OF THE LORD CAME TO THEM IN THEIR AFFLICTIONS, SAYING: LIFT UP YOUR HEADS AND BE OF GOOD COMFORT, FOR I KNOW OF THE COVENANT WHICH YE HAVE MADE UNTO ME; AND I WILL COVENANT WITH MY PEOPLE AND DELIVER THEM OUT OF BONDAGE. AND I WILL ALSO EASE THE BURDENS WHICH ARE PUT UPON YOUR SHOULDERS, THAT EVEN YOU CANNOT FEEL THEM UPON YOUR BACKS, EVEN WHILE YOU ARE IN BONDAGE; AND THIS WILL I DO THAT YE MAY STAND AS WITNESSES FOR ME HEREAFTER, AND THAT YE MAY KNOW OF A SURETY THAT I, THE LORD GOD, DO VISIT MY PEOPLE IN THEIR AFFLICTIONS. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE BURDENS WHICH WERE LAID UPON ALMA AND HIS BRETHREN WERE MADE LIGHT; YEA, THE LORD DID STRENGTHEN THEM THAT THEY COULD BEAR UP THEIR BURDENS WITH EASE, AND THEY DID SUBMIT CHEERFULLY AND WITH PATIENCE TO ALL THE WILL OF THE LORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SO GREAT WAS THEIR FAITH AND THEIR PATIENCE THAT THE VOICE OF THE LORD CAME UNTO THEM AGAIN, SAYING: BE OF GOOD COMFORT, FOR ON THE MORROW I WILL DELIVER YOU OUT OF BONDAGE. AND HE SAID UNTO ALMA: THOU SHALT GO BEFORE THIS PEOPLE, AND I WILL GO WITH THEE AND DELIVER THIS PEOPLE OUT OF BONDAGE. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA AND HIS PEOPLE IN THE NIGHT-TIME GATHERED THEIR FLOCKS TOGETHER, AND ALSO OF THEIR GRAIN; YEA, EVEN ALL THE NIGHT-TIME WERE THEY GATHERING THEIR FLOCKS TOGETHER. AND IN THE MORNING THE LORD CAUSED A DEEP SLEEP TO COME UPON THE LAMANITES, YEA, AND ALL THEIR TASK-MASTERS WERE IN A PROFOUND SLEEP. AND ALMA AND HIS PEOPLE DEPARTED INTO THE WILDERNESS; AND WHEN THEY HAD TRAVELED, ALL DAY THEY PITCHED THEIR TENTS IN A VALLEY, AND THEY CALLED THE VALLEY ALMA, BECAUSE HE LED THEIR WAY IN THE WILDERNESS. YEA, AND IN THE VALLEY OF ALMA THEY POURED OUT THEIR, THANKS TO GOD BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN MERCIFUL UNTO THEM, AND EASED THEIR BURDENS, AND HAD DELIVERED THEM OUT OF BONDAGE; FOR THEY WERE IN BONDAGE, AND NONE COULD DELIVER THEM EXCEPT IT WERE THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND THEY GAVE THANKS TO GOD, YEA, ALL THEIR MEN AND ALL THEIR WOMEN AND ALL THEIR CHILDREN THAT COULD SPEAK LIFTED THEIR VOICES IN THE PRAISES OF THEIR GOD. AND NOW THE LORD SAID UNTO ALMA: HASTE THEE AND GET THOU AND THIS PEOPLE OUT OF THIS LAND, FOR THE LAMANITES HAVE AWAKENED AND DO PURSUE THEE; THEREFORE, GET THEE OUT OF THIS LAND, AND I WILL STOP THE LAMANITES IN THIS VALLEY THAT THEY COME NO FURTHER IN PURSUIT OF THIS PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DEPARTED OUT OF THE VALLEY, AND TOOK THEIR JOURNEY INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND AFTER THEY HAD BEEN IN THE WILDERNESS TWELVE DAYS, THEY ARRIVED IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA; AND KING MOSIAH DID ALSO RECEIVE THEM WITH JOY. AND NOW KING MOSIAH CAUSED THAT ALL THE PEOPLE SHOULD BE GATHERED TOGETHER. NOW THERE WERE NOT SO MANY OF THE CHILDREN OF NEPHI, OR SO MANY OF THOSE WHO WERE DESCENDANTS OF NEPHI, AS THERE WERE OF THE PEOPLE OF ZARAHEMLA, WHO WAS A DESCENDANT OF MULEK, AND THOSE WHO CAME WITH HIM INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND THERE WERE NOT SO MANY OF THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI AND OF THE PEOPLE OF ZARAHEMLA AS THERE WERE OF THE LAMANITES; YEA, THEY WERE NOT HALF SO NUMEROUS. AND NOW ALL THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI WERE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER, AND ALSO ALL THE PEOPLE OF ZARAHEMLA, AND THEY WERE GATHERED TOGETHER IN TWO BODIES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MOSIAH DID READ, AND CAUSED TO BE READ, THE RECORDS OF ZENIFF TO HIS PEOPLE; YEA, HE READ THE RECORDS OF THE PEOPLE OF ZENIFF, FROM THE TIME THEY LEFT THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA UNTIL THEY RETURNED AGAIN. AND HE ALSO READ THE ACCOUNT OF ALMA AND HIS BRETHREN, AND ALL THEIR AFFLICTIONS, FROM THE TIME THEY LEFT THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA UNTIL THE TIME THEY RETURNED AGAIN. AND NOW, WHEN MOSIAH HAD MADE AN END OF READING THE RECORDS, HIS PEOPLE WHO TARRIED IN THE LAND WERE STRUCK WITH WONDER AND AMAZEMENT. FOR THEY KNEW NOT WHAT TO THINK; FOR WHEN THEY BEHELD THOSE THAT HAD BEEN DELIVERED OUT OF BONDAGE THEY WERE FILLED WITH EXCEEDINGLY GREAT JOY. AND AGAIN, WHEN THEY THOUGHT OF THEIR BRETHREN WHO HAD BEEN SLAIN BY THE LAMANITES THEY WERE FILLED WITH SORROW, AND EVEN SHED MANY TEARS OF SORROW. AND AGAIN, WHEN THEY THOUGHT OF THE IMMEDIATE GOODNESS OF GOD, AND HIS POWER IN DELIVERING ALMA AND HIS BRETHREN OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES AND OF BONDAGE, THEY DID RAISE THEIR VOICES AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD. AND AGAIN, WHEN THEY THOUGHT UPON THE LAMANITES, WHO WERE THEIR BRETHREN, OF THEIR SINFUL AND POLLUTED STATE, THEY WERE FILLED WITH PAIN AND ANGUISH FOR THE WELFARE OF THEIR SOULS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THOSE WHO WERE THE CHILDREN OF AMULON AND HIS BRETHREN, WHO HAD TAKEN TO WIFE THE DAUGHTERS OF THE LAMANITES, WERE DISPLEASED WITH THE CONDUCT OF THEIR FATHERS, AND THEY WOULD NO LONGER BE CALLED BY THE NAMES OF THEIR FATHERS, THEREFORE THEY TOOK UPON THEMSELVES THE NAME OF NEPHI, THAT THEY MIGHT BE CALLED THE CHILDREN OF NEPHI AND BE NUMBERED AMONG THOSE WHO WERE CALLED NEPHITES. AND NOW ALL THE PEOPLE OF ZARAHEMLA WERE NUMBERED WITH THE NEPHITES, AND THIS BECAUSE THE KINGDOM HAD BEEN CONFERRED UPON NONE BUT THOSE WHO WERE DESCENDANTS OF NEPHI. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN MOSIAH HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING AND READING TO THE PEOPLE, HE DESIRED THAT ALMA SHOULD ALSO SPEAK TO THE PEOPLE. AND ALMA DID SPEAK UNTO THEM, WHEN THEY WERE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER IN LARGE BODIES, AND HE WENT FROM ONE BODY TO ANOTHER, PREACHING UNTO THE PEOPLE REPENTANCE AND FAITH ON THE LORD. AND HE DID EXHORT THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI AND HIS BRETHREN, ALL THOSE THAT HAD BEEN DELIVERED OUT OF BONDAGE, THAT THEY SHOULD REMEMBER THAT IT WAS THE LORD THAT DID DELIVER THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER ALMA HAD TAUGHT THE PEOPLE MANY THINGS, AND HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING TO THEM, THAT KING LIMHI WAS DESIROUS THAT HE MIGHT BE BAPTIZED; AND ALL HIS PEOPLE WERE DESIROUS THAT THEY MIGHT BE BAPTIZED ALSO. THEREFORE, ALMA DID GO FORTH INTO THE WATER AND DID BAPTIZE THEM; YEA, HE DID BAPTIZE THEM AFTER THE MANNER HE DID HIS BRETHREN IN THE WATERS OF MORMON; YEA, AND AS MANY AS HE DID BAPTIZE DID BELONG TO THE CHURCH OF GOD; AND THIS BECAUSE OF THEIR BELIEF ON THE WORDS OF ALMA. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KING MOSIAH GRANTED UNTO ALMA THAT HE MIGHT ESTABLISH CHURCHES THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA; AND GAVE HIM POWER TO ORDAIN PRIESTS AND TEACHERS OVER EVERY CHURCH. NOW THIS WAS DONE BECAUSE THERE WERE SO MANY PEOPLE THAT THEY COULD NOT ALL BE GOVERNED BY ONE TEACHER; NEITHER COULD THEY ALL HEAR THE WORD OF GOD IN ONE ASSEMBLY; THEREFORE, THEY DID ASSEMBLE THEMSELVES TOGETHER IN DIFFERENT BODIES, BEING CALLED CHURCHES; EVERY CHURCH HAVING THEIR PRIESTS AND THEIR TEACHERS, AND EVERY PRIEST PREACHING THE WORD ACCORDING AS IT WAS DELIVERED TO HIM BY THE MOUTH OF ALMA. AND THUS, NOTWITHSTANDING THERE BEING MANY CHURCHES THEY WERE ALL ONE CHURCH, YEA, EVEN THE CHURCH OF GOD; FOR THERE WAS NOTHING PREACHED IN ALL THE CHURCHES EXCEPT IT WERE REPENTANCE AND FAITH IN GOD. AND NOW THERE WERE SEVEN CHURCHES IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHOSOEVER WERE DESIROUS TO TAKE UPON THEM THE NAME OF CHRIST, OR OF GOD, THEY DID JOIN THE CHURCHES OF GOD; AND THEY WERE CALLED THE PEOPLE OF GOD. AND THE LORD DID POUR OUT HIS SPIRIT UPON THEM, AND THEY WERE BLESSED, AND PROSPERED IN THE LAND. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE MANY OF THE RISING GENERATION THAT COULD NOT UNDERSTAND THE WORDS OF KING BENJAMIN, BEING LITTLE CHILDREN AT THE TIME HE SPAKE UNTO HIS PEOPLE; AND THEY DID NOT BELIEVE THE TRADITION OF THEIR FATHERS. THEY DID NOT BELIEVE WHAT HAD BEEN SAID CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, NEITHER DID THEY BELIEVE CONCERNING THE COMING OF CHRIST. AND NOW BECAUSE OF THEIR UNBELIEF THEY COULD NOT UNDERSTAND THE WORD OF GOD; AND THEIR HEARTS WERE HARDENED. AND THEY WOULD NOT BE BAPTIZED; NEITHER WOULD THEY JOIN THE CHURCH. AND THEY WERE A SEPARATE PEOPLE AS TO THEIR FAITH, AND REMAINED SO EVER AFTER, EVEN IN THEIR CARNAL AND SINFUL STATE; FOR THEY WOULD NOT CALL UPON THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND NOW IN THE REIGN OF MOSIAH THEY WERE NOT HALF SO NUMEROUS AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD; BUT BECAUSE OF THE DISSENSIONS AMONG THE BRETHREN THEY BECAME MORE NUMEROUS. FOR IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID DECEIVE MANY WITH THEIR FLATTERING WORDS, WHO WERE IN THE CHURCH, AND DID CAUSE THEM TO COMMIT MANY SINS; THEREFORE, IT BECAME EXPEDIENT THAT THOSE WHO COMMITTED SIN, THAT WERE IN THE CHURCH, SHOULD BE ADMONISHED BY THE CHURCH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE BROUGHT BEFORE THE PRIESTS, AND DELIVERED UP UNTO THE PRIESTS BY THE TEACHERS; AND THE PRIESTS BROUGHT THEM BEFORE ALMA, WHO WAS THE HIGH PRIEST. NOW KING MOSIAH HAD GIVEN ALMA THE AUTHORITY OVER THE CHURCH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA DID NOT KNOW CONCERNING THEM; BUT THERE WERE MANY WITNESSES AGAINST THEM; YEA, THE PEOPLE STOOD AND TESTIFIED OF THEIR INIQUITY IN ABUNDANCE. NOW THERE HAD NOT ANY SUCH THING HAPPENED BEFORE IN THE CHURCH; THEREFORE, ALMA WAS TROUBLED IN HIS SPIRIT, AND HE CAUSED THAT THEY SHOULD BE BROUGHT BEFORE THE KING. AND HE SAID UNTO THE KING: BEHOLD, HERE ARE MANY WHOM WE HAVE BROUGHT BEFORE THEE, WHO ARE ACCUSED OF THEIR BRETHREN; YEA, AND THEY HAVE BEEN TAKEN IN DIVER’S INIQUITIES. AND THEY DO NOT REPENT OF THEIR INIQUITIES; THEREFORE, WE HAVE BROUGHT THEM BEFORE THEE, THAT THOU MAYEST JUDGE THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR CRIMES. BUT KING MOSIAH SAID UNTO ALMA: BEHOLD, I JUDGE THEM NOT; THEREFORE, I DELIVER THEM INTO THY HANDS TO BE JUDGED. AND NOW THE SPIRIT OF ALMA WAS AGAIN TROUBLED; AND HE WENT AND INQUIRED OF THE LORD WHAT HE SHOULD DO CONCERNING THIS MATTER, FOR HE FEARED THAT HE SHOULD DO WRONG IN THE SIGHT OF GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER HE HAD POURED OUT HIS WHOLE SOUL TO GOD, THE VOICE OF THE LORD CAME TO HIM, SAYING: BLESSED ART THOU, ALMA, AND BLESSED ARE THEY WHO WERE BAPTIZED IN THE WATERS OF MORMON. THOU ART BLESSED BECAUSE OF THY EXCEEDING FAITH IN THE WORDS ALONE OF MY SERVANT ABINADI. AND BLESSED ARE THEY BECAUSE OF THEIR EXCEEDING FAITH IN THE WORDS ALONE WHICH THOU HAST SPOKEN UNTO THEM. AND BLESSED ART THOU BECAUSE THOU HAST ESTABLISHED A CHURCH AMONG THIS PEOPLE; AND THEY SHALL BE ESTABLISHED, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. YEA, BLESSED IS THIS PEOPLE WHO ARE WILLING TO BEAR MY NAME; FOR IN MY NAME SHALL THEY BE CALLED; AND THEY ARE MINE. AND BECAUSE THOU HAST INQUIRED OF ME CONCERNING THE TRANSGRESSOR, THOU ART BLESSED. THOU ART MY SERVANT; AND I COVENANT WITH THEE THAT THOU SHALT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE; AND THOU SHALT SERVE ME AND GO FORTH IN MY NAME, AND SHALT GATHER TOGETHER MY SHEEP. AND HE THAT WILL HEAR MY VOICE SHALL BE MY SHEEP; AND HIM SHALL YE RECEIVE INTO THE CHURCH, AND HIM WILL I ALSO RECEIVE. FOR BEHOLD, THIS IS MY CHURCH; WHOSOEVER IS BAPTIZED SHALL BE BAPTIZED UNTO REPENTANCE. AND WHOMSOEVER YE RECEIVE SHALL BELIEVE IN MY NAME; AND HIM WILL I FREELY FORGIVE. FOR IT IS I THAT TAKETH UPON ME THE SINS OF THE WORLD; FOR IT IS I THAT HATH CREATED THEM; AND IT IS I THAT GRANTETH UNTO HIM THAT BELIEVETH UNTO THE END A PLACE AT MY RIGHT HAND. FOR BEHOLD, IN MY NAME ARE THEY CALLED; AND IF THEY KNOW ME, THEY SHALL COME FORTH, AND SHALL HAVE A PLACE ETERNALLY AT MY RIGHT HAND. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE SECOND TRUMP SHALL SOUND THEN SHALL THEY THAT NEVER KNEW ME COME FORTH AND SHALL STAND BEFORE ME. AND THEN SHALL THEY KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD THEIR GOD, THAT I AM THEIR REDEEMER; BUT THEY WOULD NOT BE REDEEMED. AND THEN I WILL CONFESS UNTO THEM THAT I NEVER KNEW THEM; AND THEY SHALL DEPART INTO EVERLASTING FIRE PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS. THEREFORE, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT HE THAT WILL NOT HEAR MY VOICE, THE SAME SHALL YE NOT RECEIVE INTO MY CHURCH, FOR HIM I WILL NOT RECEIVE AT THE LAST DAY. THEREFORE, I SAY UNTO YOU, GO; AND WHOSOEVER TRANSGRESSETH AGAINST ME, HIM SHALL YE JUDGE ACCORDING TO THE SINS WHICH HE HAS COMMITTED; AND IF HE, CONFESS HIS SINS BEFORE THEE AND ME, AND REPENTETH IN THE SINCERITY OF HIS HEART, HIM SHALL YE FORGIVE, AND I WILL FORGIVE HIM ALSO. YEA, AND AS OFTEN AS MY PEOPLE REPENT WILL I FORGIVE THEM THEIR TRESPASSES AGAINST ME. AND YE SHALL ALSO FORGIVE ONE ANOTHER YOUR TRESPASSES; FOR VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, HE THAT FORGIVETH NOT HIS NEIGHBOR’S TRESPASSES WHEN HE SAYS THAT HE REPENTS, THE SAME HATH BROUGHT HIMSELF UNDER CONDEMNATION. NOW I SAY UNTO YOU, GO; AND WHOSOEVER WILL NOT REPENT OF HIS SINS THE SAME SHALL NOT BE NUMBERED AMONG MY PEOPLE; AND THIS SHALL BE OBSERVED FROM THIS TIME FORWARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN ALMA HAD HEARD THESE WORDS, HE WROTE THEM DOWN THAT HE MIGHT HAVE THEM, AND THAT HE MIGHT JUDGE THE PEOPLE OF THAT CHURCH ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA WENT AND JUDGED THOSE THAT HAD BEEN TAKEN IN INIQUITY, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE LORD. AND WHOSOEVER REPENTED OF THEIR SINS AND DID CONFESS THEM, THEM HE DID NUMBER AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH; AND THOSE THAT WOULD NOT CONFESS THEIR SINS AND REPENT OF THEIR INIQUITY, THE SAME WERE NOT NUMBERED AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH, AND THEIR NAMES WERE BLOTTED OUT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA DID REGULATE ALL THE AFFAIRS OF THE CHURCH; AND THEY BEGAN AGAIN TO HAVE PEACE AND TO PROSPER EXCEEDINGLY IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE CHURCH, WALKING CIRCUMSPECTLY BEFORE GOD, RECEIVING MANY, AND BAPTIZING MANY. AND NOW ALL THESE THINGS DID ALMA AND HIS FELLOW LABORERS DO WHO WERE OVER THE CHURCH, WALKING IN ALL DILIGENCE, TEACHING THE WORD OF GOD IN ALL THINGS, SUFFERING ALL MANNER OF AFFLICTIONS, BEING PERSECUTED BY ALL THOSE WHO DID NOT BELONG TO THE CHURCH OF GOD. AND THEY DID ADMONISH THEIR BRETHREN; AND THEY WERE ALSO ADMONISHED, EVERY ONE BY THE WORD OF GOD, ACCORDING TO HIS SINS, OR TO THE SINS WHICH HE HAD COMMITTED, BEING COMMANDED OF GOD TO PRAY WITHOUT CEASING, AND TO GIVE THANKS IN ALL THINGS. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PERSECUTIONS WHICH WERE INFLICTED ON THE CHURCH BY THE UNBELIEVERS BECAME SO GREAT THAT THE CHURCH BEGAN TO MURMUR, AND COMPLAIN TO THEIR LEADERS CONCERNING THE MATTER; AND THEY DID COMPLAIN TO ALMA. AND ALMA LAID THE CASE BEFORE THEIR KING, MOSIAH. AND MOSIAH CONSULTED WITH HIS PRIESTS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KING MOSIAH SENT A PROCLAMATION THROUGHOUT THE LAND ROUND ABOUT THAT THERE SHOULD NOT ANY UNBELIEVER PERSECUTE ANY OF THOSE WHO BELONGED TO THE CHURCH OF GOD. AND THERE WAS A STRICT COMMAND THROUGHOUT ALL THE CHURCHES THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO PERSECUTIONS AMONG THEM, THAT THERE SHOULD BE AN EQUALITY AMONG ALL MEN; THAT THEY SHOULD LET NO PRIDE NOR HAUGHTINESS DISTURB THEIR PEACE; THAT EVERY MAN SHOULD ESTEEM HIS NEIGHBOR AS HIMSELF, LABORING WITH THEIR OWN HANDS FOR THEIR SUPPORT. YEA, AND ALL THEIR PRIESTS AND TEACHERS SHOULD LABOR WITH THEIR OWN HANDS FOR THEIR SUPPORT, IN ALL CASES SAVE IT WERE IN SICKNESS, OR IN MUCH WANT; AND DOING THESE THINGS, THEY DID ABOUND IN THE GRACE OF GOD. AND THERE BEGAN TO BE MUCH PEACE AGAIN IN THE LAND; AND THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO BE VERY NUMEROUS, AND BEGAN TO SCATTER ABROAD UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, YEA, ON THE NORTH AND ON THE SOUTH, ON THE EAST AND ON THE WEST, BUILDING LARGE CITIES AND VILLAGES IN ALL QUARTERS OF THE LAND. AND THE LORD DID VISIT THEM AND PROSPER THEM, AND THEY BECAME A LARGE AND WEALTHY PEOPLE. NOW THE SONS OF MOSIAH WERE NUMBERED AMONG THE UNBELIEVERS; AND ALSO, ONE OF THE SONS OF ALMA WAS NUMBERED AMONG THEM, HE BEING CALLED ALMA, AFTER HIS FATHER; NEVERTHELESS, HE BECAME A VERY WICKED AND AN IDOLATROUS MAN. AND HE WAS A MAN OF MANY WORDS, AND DID SPEAK MUCH FLATTERY TO THE PEOPLE; THEREFORE, HE LED MANY OF THE PEOPLE TO DO AFTER THE MANNER OF HIS INIQUITIES. AND HE BECAME A GREAT HINDERMENT TO THE PROSPERITY OF THE CHURCH OF GOD; STEALING AWAY THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE; CAUSING MUCH DISSENSION AMONG THE PEOPLE; GIVING A CHANCE FOR THE ENEMY OF GOD TO EXERCISE HIS POWER OVER THEM. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHILE HE WAS GOING ABOUT TO DESTROY THE CHURCH OF GOD, FOR HE DID GO ABOUT SECRETLY WITH THE SONS OF MOSIAH SEEKING TO DESTROY THE CHURCH, AND TO LEAD ASTRAY THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD, CONTRARY TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, OR EVEN THE KING—AND AS I SAID UNTO YOU, AS THEY WERE GOING ABOUT REBELLING AGAINST GOD, BEHOLD, THE ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED UNTO THEM; AND HE DESCENDED AS IT WERE IN A CLOUD; AND HE SPAKE AS IT WERE WITH A VOICE OF THUNDER, WHICH CAUSED THE EARTH TO SHAKE UPON WHICH THEY STOOD; AND SO GREAT WAS THEIR ASTONISHMENT, THAT THEY FELL TO THE EARTH, AND UNDERSTOOD NOT THE WORDS WHICH HE SPAKE UNTO THEM. NEVERTHELESS, HE CRIED AGAIN, SAYING: ALMA, ARISE AND STAND FORTH, FOR WHY PERSECUTEST THOU THE CHURCH OF GOD? FOR THE LORD HATH SAID: THIS IS MY CHURCH, AND I WILL ESTABLISH IT; AND NOTHING SHALL OVERTHROW IT, SAVE IT IS THE TRANSGRESSION OF MY PEOPLE. AND AGAIN, THE ANGEL SAID: BEHOLD, THE LORD HATH HEARD THE PRAYERS OF HIS PEOPLE, AND ALSO THE PRAYERS OF HIS SERVANT, ALMA, WHO IS THY FATHER; FOR HE HAS PRAYED WITH MUCH FAITH CONCERNING THEE THAT THOU MIGHTEST BE BROUGHT TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH; THEREFORE, FOR THIS PURPOSE HAVE I COME TO CONVINCE THEE OF THE POWER AND AUTHORITY OF GOD, THAT THE PRAYERS OF HIS SERVANTS MIGHT BE ANSWERED ACCORDING TO THEIR FAITH. AND NOW BEHOLD, CAN YE DISPUTE THE POWER OF GOD? FOR BEHOLD, DOTH NOT MY VOICE, SHAKE THE EARTH? AND CAN YE NOT ALSO BEHOLD ME BEFORE YOU? AND I AM SENT FROM GOD. NOW I SAY UNTO THEE: GO, AND REMEMBER THE CAPTIVITY OF THY FATHERS IN THE LAND OF HELAM, AND IN THE LAND OF NEPHI; AND REMEMBER HOW GREAT THINGS HE HAS DONE FOR THEM; FOR THEY WERE IN BONDAGE, AND HE HAS DELIVERED THEM. AND NOW I SAY UNTO THEE, ALMA, GO THY WAY, AND SEEK TO DESTROY THE CHURCH NO MORE, THAT THEIR PRAYERS MAY BE ANSWERED, AND THIS EVEN IF THOU WILT OF THYSELF BE CAST OFF. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THESE WERE THE LAST WORDS WHICH THE ANGEL SPAKE UNTO ALMA, AND HE DEPARTED. AND NOW ALMA AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM FELL AGAIN TO THE EARTH, FOR GREAT WAS THEIR ASTONISHMENT; FOR WITH THEIR OWN EYES THEY HAD BEHELD AN ANGEL OF THE LORD; AND HIS VOICE WAS AS THUNDER, WHICH SHOOK THE EARTH; AND THEY KNEW THAT THERE WAS NOTHING SAVE THE POWER OF GOD THAT COULD SHAKE THE EARTH AND CAUSE IT TO TREMBLE AS THOUGH IT WOULD PART ASUNDER. AND NOW THE ASTONISHMENT OF ALMA WAS SO GREAT THAT HE BECAME DUMB, THAT HE COULD NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH; YEA, AND HE BECAME WEAK, EVEN THAT HE COULD NOT MOVE HIS HANDS; THEREFORE, HE WAS TAKEN BY THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, AND CARRIED HELPLESS, EVEN UNTIL HE WAS LAID BEFORE HIS FATHER. AND THEY REHEARSED UNTO HIS FATHER ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED UNTO THEM; AND HIS FATHER REJOICED, FOR HE KNEW THAT IT WAS THE POWER OF GOD. AND HE CAUSED THAT A MULTITUDE SHOULD BE GATHERED TOGETHER THAT THEY MIGHT WITNESS WHAT THE LORD HAD DONE FOR HIS SON, AND ALSO FOR THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM. AND HE CAUSED THAT THE PRIESTS SHOULD ASSEMBLE THEMSELVES TOGETHER; AND THEY BEGAN TO FAST, AND TO PRAY TO THE LORD THEIR GOD THAT HE WOULD OPEN THE MOUTH OF ALMA, THAT HE MIGHT SPEAK, AND ALSO THAT HIS LIMBS MIGHT RECEIVE THEIR STRENGTH—THAT THE EYES OF THE PEOPLE MIGHT BE OPENED TO SEE AND KNOW OF THE GOODNESS AND GLORY OF GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THEY HAD FASTED AND PRAYED FOR THE SPACE OF TWO DAYS AND TWO NIGHTS, THE LIMBS OF ALMA RECEIVED THEIR STRENGTH, AND HE STOOD UP AND BEGAN TO SPEAK UNTO THEM, BIDDING THEM TO BE OF GOOD COMFORT: FOR, SAID HE, I HAVE REPENTED OF MY SINS, AND HAVE BEEN REDEEMED OF THE LORD; BEHOLD I AM BORN OF THE SPIRIT. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: MARVEL NOT THAT ALL MANKIND, YEA, MEN AND WOMEN, ALL NATIONS, KINDREDS, TONGUES AND PEOPLE, MUST BE BORN AGAIN; YEA, BORN OF GOD, CHANGED FROM THEIR CARNAL AND FALLEN STATE, TO A STATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, BEING REDEEMED OF GOD, BECOMING HIS SONS AND DAUGHTERS; AND THUS THEY BECOME NEW CREATURES; AND UNLESS THEY DO THIS, THEY CAN IN NOWISE INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD. I SAY UNTO YOU, UNLESS THIS BE THE CASE, THEY MUST BE CAST OFF; AND THIS I KNOW, BECAUSE I WAS LIKE TO BE CAST OFF. NEVERTHELESS, AFTER WADING THROUGH MUCH TRIBULATION, REPENTING NIGH UNTO DEATH, THE LORD IN MERCY HATH SEEN FIT TO SNATCH ME OUT OF AN EVERLASTING BURNING, AND I AM BORN OF GOD. MY SOUL HATH BEEN REDEEMED FROM THE GALL OF BITTERNESS AND BONDS OF INIQUITY. I WAS IN THE DARKEST ABYSS; BUT NOW I BEHOLD THE MARVELOUS LIGHT OF GOD. MY SOUL WAS RACKED WITH ETERNAL TORMENT; BUT I AM SNATCHED, AND MY SOUL IS PAINED NO MORE. I REJECTED MY REDEEMER, AND DENIED THAT WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN OF BY OUR FATHERS; BUT NOW THAT THEY MAY FORESEE THAT HE WILL COME, AND THAT HE REMEMBERETH EVERY CREATURE OF HIS CREATING, HE WILL MAKE HIMSELF MANIFEST UNTO ALL. YEA, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW, AND EVERY TONGUE CONFESS BEFORE HIM. YEA, EVEN AT THE LAST DAY, WHEN ALL MEN SHALL STAND TO BE JUDGED OF HIM, THEN SHALL THEY CONFESS THAT HE IS GOD; THEN SHALL THEY CONFESS, WHO LIVE WITHOUT GOD IN THE WORLD, THAT THE JUDGMENT OF AN EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT IS JUST UPON THEM; AND THEY SHALL QUAKE, AND TREMBLE, AND SHRINK BENEATH THE GLANCE OF HIS ALL-SEARCHING EYE. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA BEGAN FROM THIS TIME FORWARD TO TEACH THE PEOPLE, AND THOSE WHO WERE WITH ALMA AT THE TIME THE ANGEL APPEARED UNTO THEM, TRAVELING ROUND ABOUT THROUGH ALL THE LAND, PUBLISHING TO ALL THE PEOPLE THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAD HEARD AND SEEN, AND PREACHING THE WORD OF GOD IN MUCH TRIBULATION, BEING GREATLY PERSECUTED BY THOSE WHO WERE UNBELIEVERS, BEING SMITTEN BY MANY OF THEM. BUT NOTWITHSTANDING ALL THIS, THEY DID IMPART MUCH CONSOLATION TO THE CHURCH, CONFIRMING THEIR FAITH, AND EXHORTING THEM WITH LONGSUFFERING AND MUCH TRAVAIL TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. AND FOUR OF THEM WERE THE SONS OF MOSIAH; AND THEIR NAMES WERE AMMON, AND AARON, AND OMNER, AND HIMNI; THESE WERE THE NAMES OF THE SONS OF MOSIAH. AND THEY TRAVELED THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE WHO WERE UNDER THE REIGN OF KING MOSIAH, ZEALOUSLY STRIVING TO REPAIR ALL THE INJURIES WHICH THEY HAD DONE TO THE CHURCH, CONFESSING ALL THEIR SINS, AND PUBLISHING ALL THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAD SEEN, AND EXPLAINING THE PROPHECIES AND THE SCRIPTURES TO ALL WHO DESIRED TO HEAR THEM. AND THUS, THEY WERE INSTRUMENTS IN THE HANDS OF GOD IN BRINGING MANY TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, YEA, TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR REDEEMER. AND HOW BLESSED ARE THEY! FOR THEY DID PUBLISH PEACE; THEY DID PUBLISH GOOD TIDINGS OF GOOD; AND THEY DID DECLARE UNTO THE PEOPLE THAT THE LORD REIGNETH.
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NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THE SONS OF MOSIAH HAD DONE ALL THESE THINGS, THEY TOOK A SMALL NUMBER WITH THEM AND RETURNED TO THEIR FATHER, THE KING, AND DESIRED OF HIM THAT HE WOULD GRANT UNTO THEM THAT THEY MIGHT, WITH THESE WHOM THEY HAD SELECTED, GO UP TO THE LAND OF NEPHI THAT THEY MIGHT PREACH THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAD HEARD, AND THAT THEY MIGHT IMPART THE WORD OF GOD TO THEIR BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES— THAT PERHAPS THEY MIGHT BRING THEM TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD THEIR GOD, AND CONVINCE THEM OF THE INIQUITY OF THEIR FATHERS; AND THAT PERHAPS THEY MIGHT CURE THEM OF THEIR HATRED TOWARDS THE NEPHITES, THAT THEY MIGHT ALSO BE BROUGHT TO REJOICE IN THE LORD THEIR GOD, THAT THEY MIGHT BECOME FRIENDLY TO ONE ANOTHER, AND THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO MORE CONTENTIONS IN ALL THE LAND WHICH THE LORD THEIR GOD HAD GIVEN THEM. NOW THEY WERE DESIROUS THAT SALVATION SHOULD BE DECLARED TO EVERY CREATURE, FOR THEY COULD NOT BEAR THAT ANY HUMAN SOUL SHOULD PERISH; YEA, EVEN THE VERY THOUGHTS THAT ANY SOUL SHOULD ENDURE ENDLESS TORMENT DID CAUSE THEM TO QUAKE AND TREMBLE. AND THUS, DID THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WORK UPON THEM, FOR THEY WERE THE VERY VILEST OF SINNERS. AND THE LORD SAW FIT IN HIS INFINITE MERCY TO SPARE THEM; NEVERTHELESS, THEY SUFFERED MUCH ANGUISH OF SOUL BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITIES, SUFFERING MUCH AND FEARING THAT THEY SHOULD BE CAST OFF FOREVER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID PLEAD WITH THEIR FATHER MANY DAYS THAT THEY MIGHT GO UP TO THE LAND OF NEPHI. AND KING MOSIAH WENT AND INQUIRED OF THE LORD IF HE SHOULD LET HIS SONS GO UP AMONG THE LAMANITES TO PREACH THE WORD. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO MOSIAH: LET THEM GO UP, FOR MANY SHALL BELIEVE ON THEIR WORDS, AND THEY SHALL HAVE ETERNAL LIFE; AND I WILL DELIVER THY SONS OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MOSIAH GRANTED THAT THEY MIGHT GO AND DO ACCORDING TO THEIR REQUEST. AND THEY TOOK THEIR JOURNEY INTO THE WILDERNESS TO GO UP TO PREACH THE WORD AMONG THE LAMANITES; AND I SHALL GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR, PROCEEDINGS HEREAFTER. NOW KING MOSIAH HAD NO ONE TO CONFER THE KINGDOM UPON, FOR THERE WAS NOT ANY OF HIS SONS WHO WOULD ACCEPT OF THE KINGDOM. THEREFORE, HE TOOK THE RECORDS WHICH WERE ENGRAVEN ON THE PLATES OF BRASS, AND ALSO THE PLATES OF NEPHI, AND ALL THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD KEPT AND PRESERVED ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AFTER HAVING TRANSLATED AND CAUSED TO BE WRITTEN THE RECORDS WHICH WERE ON THE PLATES OF GOLD WHICH HAD BEEN FOUND BY THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI, WHICH WERE DELIVERED TO HIM BY THE HAND OF LIMHI; AND THIS HE DID BECAUSE OF THE GREAT ANXIETY OF HIS PEOPLE; FOR THEY WERE DESIROUS BEYOND MEASURE TO KNOW CONCERNING THOSE PEOPLE WHO HAD BEEN DESTROYED. AND NOW HE TRANSLATED THEM BY THE MEANS OF THOSE TWO STONES WHICH WERE FASTENED INTO THE TWO RIMS OF A BOW. NOW THESE THINGS WERE PREPARED FROM THE BEGINNING, AND WERE HANDED DOWN FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION, FOR THE PURPOSE OF INTERPRETING LANGUAGES; AND THEY HAVE BEEN KEPT AND PRESERVED BY THE HAND OF THE LORD, THAT HE SHOULD DISCOVER TO EVERY CREATURE WHO SHOULD POSSESS THE LAND THE INIQUITIES AND ABOMINATIONS OF HIS PEOPLE; AND WHOSOEVER HAS THESE THINGS IS CALLED SEER, AFTER THE MANNER OF OLD TIMES. NOW AFTER MOSIAH HAD FINISHED TRANSLATING THESE RECORDS, BEHOLD, IT GAVE AN ACCOUNT OF THE PEOPLE WHO WERE DESTROYED, FROM THE TIME THAT THEY WERE DESTROYED BACK TO THE BUILDING OF THE GREAT TOWER, AT THE TIME THE LORD CONFOUNDED THE LANGUAGE OF THE PEOPLE AND THEY WERE SCATTERED ABROAD UPON THE FACE OF ALL THE EARTH, YEA, AND EVEN FROM THAT TIME BACK UNTIL THE CREATION OF ADAM. NOW THIS ACCOUNT DID CAUSE THE PEOPLE OF MOSIAH TO MOURN EXCEEDINGLY, YEA, THEY WERE FILLED WITH SORROW; NEVERTHELESS, IT GAVE THEM MUCH KNOWLEDGE, IN THE WHICH THEY DID REJOICE. AND THIS ACCOUNT SHALL BE WRITTEN HEREAFTER; FOR BEHOLD, IT IS EXPEDIENT THAT ALL PEOPLE SHOULD KNOW THE THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN THIS ACCOUNT. AND NOW, AS I SAID UNTO YOU, THAT AFTER KING MOSIAH HAD DONE THESE THINGS, HE TOOK THE PLATES OF BRASS, AND ALL THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD KEPT, AND CONFERRED THEM UPON ALMA, WHO WAS THE SON OF ALMA; YEA, ALL THE RECORDS, AND ALSO THE INTERPRETERS, AND CONFERRED THEM UPON HIM, AND COMMANDED HIM THAT HE SHOULD KEEP AND PRESERVE THEM, AND ALSO KEEP A RECORD OF THE PEOPLE, HANDING THEM DOWN FROM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER, EVEN AS THEY HAD BEEN HANDED DOWN FROM THE TIME THAT LEHI LEFT JERUSALEM.
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NOW WHEN MOSIAH HAD DONE THIS, HE SENT OUT THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND, AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE, DESIRING TO KNOW THEIR WILL CONCERNING WHO SHOULD BE THEIR KING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE CAME, SAYING: WE ARE DESIROUS THAT AARON THY SON SHOULD BE OUR KING AND OUR RULER. NOW AARON HAD GONE UP TO THE LAND OF NEPHI, THEREFORE THE KING COULD NOT CONFER THE KINGDOM UPON HIM; NEITHER WOULD AARON TAKE UPON HIM THE KINGDOM; NEITHER WERE ANY OF THE SONS OF MOSIAH WILLING TO TAKE UPON THEM THE KINGDOM. THEREFORE, KING MOSIAH SENT AGAIN AMONG THE PEOPLE; YEA, EVEN A WRITTEN WORD SENT HE AMONG THE PEOPLE. AND THESE WERE THE WORDS THAT WERE WRITTEN, SAYING: BEHOLD, O YE MY PEOPLE, OR MY BRETHREN, FOR I ESTEEM YOU AS SUCH, I DESIRE THAT YE SHOULD CONSIDER THE CAUSE WHICH YE ARE CALLED TO CONSIDER—FOR YE ARE DESIROUS TO HAVE A KING. NOW I DECLARE UNTO YOU THAT HE TO WHOM THE KINGDOM DOTH RIGHTLY BELONG HAS DECLINED, AND WILL NOT TAKE UPON HIM THE KINGDOM. AND NOW IF THERE SHOULD BE ANOTHER APPOINTED IN HIS STEAD, BEHOLD I FEAR THERE WOULD RISE CONTENTIONS AMONG YOU. AND WHO KNOWETH BUT WHAT MY SON, TO WHOM THE KINGDOM DOTH BELONG, SHOULD TURN TO BE ANGRY AND DRAW AWAY A PART OF THIS PEOPLE AFTER HIM, WHICH WOULD CAUSE WARS AND CONTENTIONS AMONG YOU, WHICH WOULD BE THE CAUSE OF SHEDDING MUCH BLOOD AND PERVERTING THE WAY OF THE LORD, YEA, AND DESTROY THE SOULS OF MANY PEOPLE. NOW I SAY UNTO YOU LET US BE WISE AND CONSIDER THESE THINGS, FOR WE HAVE NO RIGHT TO DESTROY MY SON, NEITHER SHOULD WE HAVE ANY RIGHT TO DESTROY ANOTHER IF HE SHOULD BE APPOINTED IN HIS STEAD. AND IF MY SON SHOULD TURN AGAIN TO HIS PRIDE AND VAIN THINGS, HE WOULD RECALL THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD SAID, AND CLAIM HIS RIGHT TO THE KINGDOM, WHICH WOULD CAUSE HIM AND ALSO THIS PEOPLE TO COMMIT MUCH SIN. AND NOW LET US BE WISE AND LOOK FORWARD TO THESE THINGS, AND DO THAT WHICH WILL MAKE FOR THE PEACE OF THIS PEOPLE. THEREFORE, I WILL BE YOUR KING THE REMAINDER OF MY DAYS; NEVERTHELESS, LET US APPOINT JUDGES, TO JUDGE THIS PEOPLE ACCORDING TO OUR LAW; AND WE WILL NEWLY ARRANGE THE AFFAIRS OF THIS PEOPLE, FOR WE WILL APPOINT WISE MEN TO BE JUDGES, THAT WILL JUDGE THIS PEOPLE ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. NOW IT IS BETTER THAT A MAN SHOULD BE JUDGED OF GOD THAN OF MAN, FOR THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD ARE ALWAYS JUST, BUT THE JUDGMENTS OF MAN ARE NOT ALWAYS JUST. THEREFORE, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE THAT YOU COULD HAVE JUST MEN TO BE YOUR KINGS, WHO WOULD ESTABLISH THE LAWS OF GOD, AND JUDGE THIS PEOPLE ACCORDING TO HIS COMMANDMENTS, YEA, IF YE COULD HAVE MEN FOR YOUR KINGS WHO WOULD DO EVEN AS MY FATHER BENJAMIN DID FOR THIS PEOPLE—I SAY UNTO YOU, IF THIS COULD ALWAYS BE THE CASE THEN IT WOULD BE EXPEDIENT THAT YE SHOULD ALWAYS HAVE KINGS TO RULE OVER YOU. AND EVEN I MYSELF HAVE LABORED WITH ALL THE POWER AND FACULTIES WHICH I HAVE POSSESSED, TO TEACH YOU THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND TO ESTABLISH PEACE THROUGHOUT THE LAND, THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO WARS NOR CONTENTIONS, NO STEALING, NOR PLUNDERING, NOR MURDERING, NOR ANY MANNER OF INIQUITY; AND WHOSOEVER HAS COMMITTED INIQUITY, HIM HAVE I PUNISHED ACCORDING TO THE CRIME WHICH HE HAS COMMITTED, ACCORDING TO THE LAW WHICH HAS BEEN GIVEN TO US BY OUR FATHERS. NOW I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT BECAUSE ALL MEN ARE NOT JUST IT IS NOT EXPEDIENT THAT YE SHOULD HAVE A KING OR KINGS TO RULE OVER YOU. FOR BEHOLD, HOW MUCH INIQUITY DOTH ONE WICKED KING CAUSE TO BE COMMITTED, YEA, AND WHAT GREAT DESTRUCTION! YEA, REMEMBER KING NOAH, HIS WICKEDNESS AND HIS ABOMINATIONS, AND ALSO THE WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS OF HIS PEOPLE. BEHOLD WHAT GREAT DESTRUCTION DID COME UPON THEM; AND ALSO BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITIES THEY WERE BROUGHT INTO BONDAGE. AND WERE IT NOT FOR THE INTERPOSITION OF THEIR ALL-WISE CREATOR, AND THIS BECAUSE OF THEIR SINCERE REPENTANCE, THEY MUST UNAVOIDABLY REMAIN IN BONDAGE UNTIL NOW. BUT BEHOLD, HE DID DELIVER THEM BECAUSE THEY DID HUMBLE THEMSELVES BEFORE HIM; AND BECAUSE THEY CRIED MIGHTILY UNTO HIM, HE DID DELIVER THEM OUT OF BONDAGE; AND THUS, DOTH THE LORD WORK WITH HIS POWER IN ALL CASES AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN, EXTENDING THE ARM OF MERCY TOWARDS THEM THAT PUT THEIR TRUST IN HIM. AND BEHOLD, NOW I SAY UNTO YOU, YE CANNOT DETHRONE AN INIQUITOUS KING SAVE IT BE THROUGH MUCH CONTENTION, AND THE SHEDDING OF MUCH BLOOD. FOR BEHOLD, HE HAS HIS FRIENDS IN INIQUITY, AND HE KEEPETH HIS GUARDS ABOUT HIM; AND HE TEARETH UP THE LAWS OF THOSE WHO HAVE REIGNED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE HIM; AND HE TRAMPLETH UNDER HIS FEET THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD; AND HE ENACTETH LAWS, AND SENDETH THEM FORTH AMONG HIS PEOPLE, YEA, LAWS AFTER THE MANNER OF HIS OWN WICKEDNESS; AND WHOSOEVER DOTH NOT OBEY HIS LAWS HE CAUSETH TO BE DESTROYED; AND WHOSOEVER DOTH REBEL AGAINST HIM HE WILL SEND HIS ARMIES AGAINST THEM TO WAR, AND IF HE CAN HE WILL DESTROY THEM; AND THUS AN UNRIGHTEOUS KING DOTH PERVERT THE WAYS OF ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND NOW BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, IT IS NOT EXPEDIENT THAT SUCH ABOMINATIONS SHOULD COME UPON YOU. THEREFORE, CHOOSE YOU BY THE VOICE OF THIS PEOPLE, JUDGES, THAT YE MAY BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THE LAWS WHICH HAVE BEEN GIVEN YOU BY OUR FATHERS, WHICH ARE CORRECT, AND WHICH WERE GIVEN THEM BY THE HAND OF THE LORD. NOW IT IS NOT COMMON THAT THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE DESIRETH ANYTHING CONTRARY TO THAT WHICH IS RIGHT; BUT IT IS COMMON FOR THE LESSER PART OF THE PEOPLE TO DESIRE THAT WHICH IS NOT RIGHT; THEREFORE, THIS SHALL YE OBSERVE AND MAKE IT YOUR LAW—TO DO YOUR BUSINESS BY THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE. AND IF THE TIME COMES THAT THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE DOTH CHOOSE INIQUITY, THEN IS THE TIME THAT THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD WILL COME UPON YOU; YEA, THEN IS THE TIME HE WILL VISIT YOU WITH GREAT DESTRUCTION EVEN AS HE HAS HITHERTO VISITED THIS LAND. AND NOW IF YE HAVE JUDGES, AND THEY DO NOT JUDGE YOU ACCORDING TO THE LAW WHICH HAS BEEN GIVEN, YE CAN CAUSE THAT THEY MAY BE JUDGED OF A HIGHER JUDGE. IF YOUR HIGHER JUDGES DO NOT JUDGE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENTS, YE SHALL CAUSE THAT A SMALL NUMBER OF YOUR LOWER JUDGES SHOULD BE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND THEY SHALL JUDGE YOUR HIGHER JUDGES, ACCORDING TO THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE. AND I COMMAND YOU TO DO THESE THINGS IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD; AND I COMMAND YOU TO DO THESE THINGS, AND THAT YE HAVE NO KING; THAT IF THESE PEOPLE COMMIT SINS AND INIQUITIES THEY SHALL BE ANSWERED UPON THEIR OWN HEADS. FOR BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, THE SINS OF MANY PEOPLE HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY THE INIQUITIES OF THEIR KINGS; THEREFORE, THEIR INIQUITIES ARE ANSWERED UPON THE HEADS OF THEIR KINGS. AND NOW I DESIRE THAT THIS INEQUALITY SHOULD BE NO MORE IN THIS LAND, ESPECIALLY AMONG THIS MY PEOPLE; BUT I DESIRE THAT THIS LAND BE A LAND OF LIBERTY, AND EVERY MAN MAY ENJOY HIS RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES ALIKE, SO LONG AS THE LORD SEES FIT THAT WE MAY LIVE AND INHERIT THE LAND, YEA, EVEN AS LONG AS ANY OF OUR POSTERITY REMAINS UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND MANY MORE THINGS DID KING MOSIAH WRITE UNTO THEM, UNFOLDING UNTO THEM ALL THE TRIALS AND TROUBLES OF A RIGHTEOUS KING, YEA, ALL THE TRAVAILS OF SOUL FOR THEIR PEOPLE, AND ALSO ALL THE MURMURINGS OF THE PEOPLE TO THEIR KING; AND HE EXPLAINED IT ALL UNTO THEM. AND HE TOLD THEM THAT THESE THINGS OUGHT NOT TO BE; BUT THAT THE BURDEN SHOULD COME UPON ALL THE PEOPLE, THAT EVERY MAN MIGHT BEAR HIS PART. AND HE ALSO UNFOLDED UNTO THEM ALL THE DISADVANTAGES THEY LABORED UNDER, BY HAVING AN UNRIGHTEOUS KING TO RULE OVER THEM; YEA, ALL HIS INIQUITIES AND ABOMINATIONS, AND ALL THE WARS, AND CONTENTIONS, AND BLOODSHED, AND THE STEALING, AND THE PLUNDERING, AND THE COMMITTING OF WHOREDOMS, AND ALL MANNER OF INIQUITIES WHICH CANNOT BE ENUMERATED—TELLING THEM THAT THESE THINGS OUGHT NOT TO BE, THAT THEY WERE EXPRESSLY REPUGNANT TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS, AFTER KING MOSIAH HAD SENT THESE THINGS FORTH AMONG THE PEOPLE THEY WERE CONVINCED OF THE TRUTH OF HIS WORDS. THEREFORE, THEY RELINQUISHED THEIR DESIRES FOR A KING, AND BECAME EXCEEDINGLY ANXIOUS THAT EVERY MAN SHOULD HAVE AN EQUAL CHANCE THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND; YEA, AND EVERY MAN EXPRESSED A WILLINGNESS TO ANSWER FOR HIS OWN SINS. THEREFORE, IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY ASSEMBLED THEMSELVES TOGETHER IN BODIES THROUGHOUT THE LAND, TO CAST IN THEIR VOICES CONCERNING WHO SHOULD BE THEIR JUDGES, TO JUDGE THEM ACCORDING TO THE LAW WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN THEM; AND THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY REJOICED BECAUSE OF THE LIBERTY WHICH HAD BEEN GRANTED UNTO THEM. AND THEY DID WAX STRONG IN LOVE TOWARDS MOSIAH; YEA, THEY DID ESTEEM HIM MORE THAN ANY OTHER MAN; FOR THEY DID NOT LOOK UPON HIM AS A TYRANT WHO WAS SEEKING FOR GAIN, YEA, FOR THAT LUCRE WHICH DOTH CORRUPT THE SOUL; FOR HE HAD NOT EXACTED RICHES OF THEM, NEITHER HAD HE DELIGHTED IN THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD; BUT HE HAD ESTABLISHED PEACE IN THE LAND, AND HE HAD GRANTED UNTO HIS PEOPLE THAT THEY SHOULD BE DELIVERED FROM ALL MANNER OF BONDAGE; THEREFORE THEY DID ESTEEM HIM, YEA, EXCEEDINGLY, BEYOND MEASURE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID APPOINT JUDGES TO RULE OVER THEM, OR TO JUDGE THEM ACCORDING TO THE LAW; AND THIS THEY DID THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA WAS APPOINTED TO BE THE FIRST CHIEF JUDGE, HE BEING ALSO THE HIGH PRIEST, HIS FATHER HAVING CONFERRED THE OFFICE UPON HIM, AND HAVING GIVEN HIM THE CHARGE CONCERNING ALL THE AFFAIRS OF THE CHURCH. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA DID WALK IN THE WAYS OF THE LORD, AND HE DID KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND HE DID JUDGE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENTS; AND THERE WAS CONTINUAL PEACE THROUGH THE LAND. AND THUS, COMMENCED THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE WHO WERE CALLED THE NEPHITES; AND ALMA WAS THE FIRST AND CHIEF JUDGE. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT HIS FATHER DIED, BEING EIGHTY AND TWO YEARS OLD, HAVING LIVED TO FULFIL THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MOSIAH DIED ALSO, IN THE THIRTY AND THIRD YEAR OF HIS REIGN, BEING SIXTY AND THREE YEARS OLD; MAKING IN THE WHOLE, FIVE HUNDRED AND NINE YEARS FROM THE TIME LEHI LEFT JERUSALEM. AND THUS, ENDED THE REIGN OF THE KINGS OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI; AND THUS, ENDED THE DAYS OF ALMA, WHO WAS THE FOUNDER OF THEIR CHURCH.
THE BOOK OF ALMA
ALMA 1
NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, FROM THIS TIME FORWARD, KING MOSIAH HAVING GONE THE WAY OF ALL THE EARTH, HAVING WARRED A GOOD WARFARE, WALKING UPRIGHTLY BEFORE GOD, LEAVING NONE TO REIGN IN HIS STEAD; NEVERTHELESS HE HAD ESTABLISHED LAWS, AND THEY WERE ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE PEOPLE; THEREFORE THEY WERE OBLIGED TO ABIDE BY THE LAWS WHICH HE HAD MADE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF ALMA IN THE JUDGMENT-SEAT, THERE WAS A MAN BROUGHT BEFORE HIM TO BE JUDGED, A MAN WHO WAS LARGE, AND WAS NOTED FOR HIS MUCH STRENGTH. AND HE HAD GONE ABOUT AMONG THE PEOPLE, PREACHING TO THEM THAT WHICH HE TERMED TO BE THE WORD OF GOD, BEARING DOWN AGAINST THE CHURCH; DECLARING UNTO THE PEOPLE THAT EVERY PRIEST AND TEACHER OUGHT TO BECOME POPULAR; AND THEY OUGHT NOT TO LABOR WITH THEIR HANDS, BUT THAT THEY OUGHT TO BE SUPPORTED BY THE PEOPLE. AND HE ALSO TESTIFIED UNTO THE PEOPLE THAT ALL MANKIND SHOULD BE SAVED AT THE LAST DAY, AND THAT THEY NEED NOT FEAR NOR TREMBLE, BUT THAT THEY MIGHT LIFT UP THEIR HEADS AND REJOICE; FOR THE LORD HAD CREATED ALL MEN, AND HAD ALSO REDEEMED ALL MEN; AND, IN THE END, ALL MEN SHOULD HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID TEACH THESE THINGS SO MUCH THAT MANY DID BELIEVE ON HIS WORDS, EVEN SO MANY THAT THEY BEGAN TO SUPPORT HIM AND GIVE HIM MONEY. AND HE BEGAN TO BE LIFTED UP IN THE PRIDE OF HIS HEART, AND TO WEAR VERY COSTLY APPAREL, YEA, AND EVEN BEGAN TO ESTABLISH A CHURCH AFTER THE MANNER OF HIS PREACHING. AND IT CAME TO PASS AS HE WAS GOING, TO PREACH TO THOSE WHO BELIEVED ON HIS WORD, HE MET A MAN WHO BELONGED TO THE CHURCH OF GOD, YEA, EVEN ONE OF THEIR TEACHERS; AND HE BEGAN TO CONTEND WITH HIM SHARPLY, THAT HE MIGHT LEAD AWAY THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH; BUT THE MAN WITHSTOOD HIM, ADMONISHING HIM WITH THE WORDS OF GOD. NOW THE NAME OF THE MAN WAS GIDEON; AND IT WAS HE WHO WAS AN INSTRUMENT IN THE HANDS OF GOD IN DELIVERING THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI OUT OF BONDAGE. NOW, BECAUSE GIDEON WITHSTOOD HIM WITH THE WORDS OF GOD, HE WAS WROTH WITH GIDEON, AND DREW HIS SWORD AND BEGAN TO SMITE HIM. NOW GIDEON BEING STRICKEN WITH MANY YEARS, THEREFORE HE WAS NOT ABLE TO WITHSTAND HIS BLOWS, THEREFORE HE WAS SLAIN BY THE SWORD. AND THE MAN WHO SLEW HIM WAS TAKEN BY THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH, AND WAS BROUGHT BEFORE ALMA, TO BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THE CRIMES WHICH HE HAD COMMITTED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE STOOD BEFORE ALMA AND PLED FOR HIMSELF WITH MUCH BOLDNESS. BUT ALMA SAID UNTO HIM: BEHOLD, THIS IS THE FIRST TIME THAT PRIESTCRAFT HAS BEEN INTRODUCED AMONG THIS PEOPLE. AND BEHOLD, THOU ART NOT ONLY GUILTY OF PRIESTCRAFT, BUT HAST ENDEAVORED TO ENFORCE IT BY THE SWORD; AND WERE PRIESTCRAFT TO BE ENFORCED AMONG THIS PEOPLE IT WOULD PROVE THEIR ENTIRE DESTRUCTION. AND THOU HAST SHED THE BLOOD OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN, YEA, A MAN WHO HAS DONE MUCH GOOD AMONG THIS PEOPLE; AND WERE WE TO SPARE THEE HIS BLOOD WOULD COME UPON US FOR VENGEANCE. THEREFORE, THOU ART CONDEMNED TO DIE, ACCORDING TO THE LAW WHICH HAS BEEN GIVEN US BY MOSIAH, OUR LAST KING; AND IT HAS BEEN ACKNOWLEDGED BY THIS PEOPLE; THEREFORE, THIS PEOPLE MUST ABIDE BY THE LAW. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY TOOK HIM; AND HIS NAME WAS NEHOR; AND THEY CARRIED HIM UPON THE TOP OF THE HILL MANTI, AND THERE HE WAS CAUSED, OR RATHER DID ACKNOWLEDGE, BETWEEN THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, THAT WHAT HE HAD TAUGHT TO THE PEOPLE WAS CONTRARY TO THE WORD OF GOD; AND THERE HE SUFFERED AN IGNOMINIOUS DEATH. NEVERTHELESS, THIS DID NOT PUT AN END TO THE SPREADING OF PRIESTCRAFT THROUGH THE LAND; FOR THERE WERE MANY WHO LOVED THE VAIN THINGS OF THE WORLD, AND THEY WENT FORTH PREACHING FALSE DOCTRINES; AND THIS THEY DID FOR THE SAKE OF RICHES AND HONOR. NEVERTHELESS, THEY DURST NOT LIE, IF IT WERE KNOWN, FOR FEAR OF THE LAW, FOR LIARS WERE PUNISHED; THEREFORE, THEY PRETENDED TO PREACH ACCORDING TO THEIR BELIEF; AND NOW THE LAW COULD HAVE NO POWER ON ANY MAN FOR HIS BELIEF. AND THEY DURST NOT STEAL, FOR FEAR OF THE LAW, FOR SUCH WERE PUNISHED; NEITHER DURST THEY ROB, NOR MURDER, FOR HE THAT MURDERED WAS PUNISHED UNTO DEATH. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHOSOEVER DID NOT BELONG TO THE CHURCH OF GOD BEGAN TO PERSECUTE THOSE THAT DID BELONG TO THE CHURCH OF GOD, AND HAD TAKEN UPON THEM THE NAME OF CHRIST. YEA, THEY DID PERSECUTE THEM, AND AFFLICT THEM WITH ALL MANNER OF WORDS, AND THIS BECAUSE OF THEIR HUMILITY; BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT PROUD IN THEIR OWN EYES, AND BECAUSE THEY DID IMPART THE WORD OF GOD, ONE WITH ANOTHER, WITHOUT MONEY AND WITHOUT PRICE. NOW THERE WAS A STRICT LAW AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH, THAT THERE SHOULD NOT ANY MAN, BELONGING TO THE CHURCH, ARISE AND PERSECUTE THOSE THAT DID NOT BELONG TO THE CHURCH, AND THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO PERSECUTION AMONG THEMSELVES. NEVERTHELESS, THERE WERE MANY AMONG THEM WHO BEGAN TO BE PROUD, AND BEGAN TO CONTEND WARMLY WITH THEIR ADVERSARIES, EVEN UNTO BLOWS; YEA, THEY WOULD SMITE ONE ANOTHER WITH THEIR FISTS. NOW THIS WAS IN THE SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF ALMA, AND IT WAS A CAUSE OF MUCH AFFLICTION TO THE CHURCH; YEA, IT WAS THE CAUSE OF MUCH TRIAL WITH THE CHURCH. FOR THE HEARTS OF MANY WERE HARDENED, AND THEIR NAMES WERE BLOTTED OUT, THAT THEY WERE REMEMBERED NO MORE AMONG THE PEOPLE OF GOD. AND ALSO, MANY WITHDREW THEMSELVES FROM AMONG THEM. NOW THIS WAS A GREAT TRIAL TO THOSE THAT DID STAND FAST IN THE FAITH; NEVERTHELESS, THEY WERE STEADFAST AND IMMOVABLE IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND THEY BORE WITH PATIENCE THE PERSECUTION WHICH WAS HEAPED UPON THEM. AND WHEN THE PRIESTS LEFT THEIR LABOR TO IMPART THE WORD OF GOD UNTO THE PEOPLE, THE PEOPLE ALSO LEFT THEIR LABORS TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD. AND WHEN THE PRIEST HAD IMPARTED UNTO THEM THE WORD OF GOD, THEY ALL RETURNED AGAIN DILIGENTLY UNTO THEIR LABORS; AND THE PRIEST, NOT ESTEEMING HIMSELF ABOVE HIS HEARERS, FOR THE PREACHER WAS NO BETTER THAN THE HEARER, NEITHER WAS THE TEACHER ANY BETTER THAN THE LEARNER; AND THUS, THEY WERE ALL EQUAL, AND THEY DID ALL LABOR, EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS STRENGTH. AND THEY DID IMPART OF THEIR SUBSTANCE, EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH HE HAD, TO THE POOR, AND THE NEEDY, AND THE SICK, AND THE AFFLICTED; AND THEY DID NOT WEAR COSTLY APPAREL, YET THEY WERE NEAT AND COMELY. AND THUS, THEY DID ESTABLISH THE AFFAIRS OF THE CHURCH; AND THUS, THEY BEGAN TO HAVE CONTINUAL PEACE AGAIN, NOTWITHSTANDING ALL THEIR PERSECUTIONS. AND NOW, BECAUSE OF THE STEADINESS OF THE CHURCH THEY BEGAN TO BE EXCEEDINGLY RICH, HAVING ABUNDANCE OF ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER THEY STOOD IN NEED—AN ABUNDANCE OF FLOCKS AND HERDS, AND FATLINGS OF EVERY KIND, AND ALSO ABUNDANCE OF GRAIN, AND OF GOLD, AND OF SILVER, AND OF PRECIOUS THINGS, AND ABUNDANCE OF SILK AND FINE-TWINED LINEN, AND ALL MANNER OF GOOD HOMELY CLOTH. AND THUS, IN THEIR PROSPEROUS CIRCUMSTANCES, THEY DID NOT SEND AWAY ANY WHO WERE NAKED, OR THAT WERE HUNGRY, OR THAT WERE ATHIRST, OR THAT WERE SICK, OR THAT HAD NOT BEEN NOURISHED; AND THEY DID NOT SET THEIR HEARTS UPON RICHES; THEREFORE THEY WERE LIBERAL TO ALL, BOTH OLD AND YOUNG, BOTH BOND AND FREE, BOTH MALE AND FEMALE, WHETHER OUT OF THE CHURCH OR IN THE CHURCH, HAVING NO RESPECT TO PERSONS AS TO THOSE WHO STOOD IN NEED. AND THUS, THEY DID PROSPER AND BECOME FAR MORE-WEALTHY THAN THOSE WHO DID NOT BELONG TO THEIR CHURCH. FOR THOSE WHO DID NOT BELONG TO THEIR CHURCH DID INDULGE THEMSELVES IN SORCERIES, AND IN IDOLATRY OR IDLENESS, AND IN BABBLINGS, AND IN ENVYINGS AND STRIFE; WEARING COSTLY APPAREL; BEING LIFTED UP IN THE PRIDE OF THEIR OWN EYES; PERSECUTING, LYING, THIEVING, ROBBING, COMMITTING WHOREDOMS, AND MURDERING, AND ALL MANNER OF WICKEDNESS; NEVERTHELESS, THE LAW WAS PUT IN FORCE UPON ALL THOSE WHO DID TRANSGRESS IT, INASMUCH AS IT WAS POSSIBLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT BY THUS EXERCISING THE LAW UPON THEM, EVERY MAN SUFFERING ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH HE HAD DONE, THEY BECAME MORE STILL, AND DURST NOT COMMIT ANY WICKEDNESS IF IT WERE KNOWN; THEREFORE, THERE WAS MUCH PEACE AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI UNTIL THE FIFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE FIFTH YEAR OF THEIR REIGN THERE BEGAN TO BE A CONTENTION AMONG THE PEOPLE; FOR A CERTAIN MAN, BEING CALLED AMLICI, HE BEING A VERY CUNNING MAN, YEA, A WISE MAN AS TO THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD, HE BEING AFTER THE ORDER OF THE MAN THAT SLEW GIDEON BY THE SWORD, WHO WAS EXECUTED ACCORDING TO THE LAW— NOW THIS AMLICI HAD, BY HIS CUNNING, DRAWN AWAY MUCH PEOPLE AFTER HIM; EVEN SO MUCH THAT THEY BEGAN TO BE VERY POWERFUL; AND THEY BEGAN TO ENDEAVOR TO ESTABLISH AMLICI TO BE A KING OVER THE PEOPLE. NOW THIS WAS ALARMING TO THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH, AND ALSO TO ALL THOSE WHO HAD NOT BEEN DRAWN AWAY AFTER THE PERSUASIONS OF AMLICI; FOR THEY KNEW THAT ACCORDING TO THEIR LAW THAT SUCH THINGS MUST BE ESTABLISHED BY THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE. THEREFORE, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE THAT AMLICI SHOULD GAIN THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE, HE, BEING A WICKED MAN, WOULD DEPRIVE THEM OF THEIR RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF THE CHURCH; FOR IT WAS HIS INTENT TO DESTROY THE CHURCH OF GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE ASSEMBLED THEMSELVES TOGETHER THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND, EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS MIND, WHETHER IT, WERE FOR OR AGAINST AMLICI, IN SEPARATE BODIES, HAVING MUCH DISPUTE AND WONDERFUL CONTENTIONS ONE WITH ANOTHER. AND THUS, THEY DID ASSEMBLE THEMSELVES TOGETHER TO CAST IN THEIR VOICES CONCERNING THE MATTER; AND THEY WERE LAID BEFORE THE JUDGES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE CAME AGAINST AMLICI, THAT HE WAS NOT MADE KING OVER THE PEOPLE. NOW THIS DID CAUSE MUCH JOY IN THE HEARTS OF THOSE WHO WERE AGAINST HIM; BUT AMLICI DID STIR UP THOSE WHO WERE IN HIS FAVOR TO ANGER AGAINST THOSE WHO WERE NOT IN HIS FAVOR. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND DID CONSECRATE AMLICI TO BE THEIR KING. NOW WHEN AMLICI WAS MADE KING OVER THEM HE COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN; AND THIS HE DID THAT HE MIGHT SUBJECT THEM TO HIM. NOW THE PEOPLE OF AMLICI WERE DISTINGUISHED BY THE NAME OF AMLICI, BEING CALLED AMLICITES; AND THE REMAINDER WERE CALLED NEPHITES, OR THE PEOPLE OF GOD. THEREFORE, THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES WERE AWARE OF THE INTENT OF THE AMLICITES, AND THEREFORE THEY DID PREPARE TO MEET THEM; YEA, THEY DID ARM THEMSELVES WITH SWORDS, AND WITH CIMETERS, AND WITH BOWS, AND WITH ARROWS, AND WITH STONES, AND WITH SLINGS, AND WITH ALL MANNER OF WEAPONS OF WAR, OF EVERY KIND. AND THUS, THEY WERE PREPARED TO MEET THE AMLICITES AT THE TIME OF THEIR COMING. AND THERE WERE APPOINTED CAPTAINS, AND HIGHER CAPTAINS, AND CHIEF CAPTAINS, ACCORDING TO THEIR NUMBERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMLICI DID ARM HIS MEN WITH ALL MANNER OF WEAPONS OF WAR OF EVERY KIND; AND HE ALSO APPOINTED RULERS AND LEADERS OVER HIS PEOPLE, TO LEAD THEM TO WAR AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE AMLICITES CAME UPON THE HILL AMNIHU, WHICH WAS EAST OF THE RIVER SIDON, WHICH RAN BY THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND THERE THEY BEGAN TO MAKE WAR WITH THE NEPHITES. NOW ALMA, BEING THE CHIEF JUDGE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, THEREFORE HE WENT UP WITH HIS PEOPLE, YEA, WITH HIS CAPTAINS, AND CHIEF CAPTAINS, YEA, AT THE HEAD OF HIS ARMIES, AGAINST THE AMLICITES TO BATTLE. AND THEY BEGAN TO SLAY THE AMLICITES UPON THE HILL EAST OF SIDON. AND THE AMLICITES DID CONTEND WITH THE NEPHITES WITH GREAT STRENGTH, INSOMUCH THAT MANY OF THE NEPHITES DID FALL BEFORE THE AMLICITES. NEVERTHELESS, THE LORD DID STRENGTHEN THE HAND OF THE NEPHITES, THAT THEY SLEW THE AMLICITES WITH GREAT SLAUGHTER, THAT THEY BEGAN TO FLEE BEFORE THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE NEPHITES DID PURSUE THE AMLICITES ALL THAT DAY, AND DID SLAY THEM WITH MUCH SLAUGHTER, INSOMUCH THAT THERE WERE SLAIN OF THE AMLICITES TWELVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED THIRTY AND TWO SOULS; AND THERE WERE SLAIN OF THE NEPHITES SIX THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED SIXTY AND TWO SOULS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN ALMA COULD PURSUE THE AMLICITES NO LONGER HE CAUSED THAT HIS PEOPLE SHOULD PITCH THEIR TENTS IN THE VALLEY OF GIDEON, THE VALLEY BEING CALLED AFTER THAT GIDEON WHO WAS SLAIN BY THE HAND OF NEHOR WITH THE SWORD; AND IN THIS VALLEY THE NEPHITES DID PITCH THEIR TENTS FOR THE NIGHT. AND ALMA SENT SPIES TO FOLLOW THE REMNANT OF THE AMLICITES, THAT HE MIGHT KNOW OF THEIR PLANS AND THEIR PLOTS, WHEREBY HE MIGHT GUARD HIMSELF AGAINST THEM, THAT HE MIGHT PRESERVE HIS PEOPLE FROM BEING DESTROYED. NOW THOSE WHOM HE HAD SENT OUT TO WATCH THE CAMP OF THE AMLICITES WERE CALLED ZERAM, AND AMNOR, AND MANTI, AND LIMHER; THESE WERE THEY WHO WENT OUT WITH THEIR MEN TO WATCH THE CAMP OF THE AMLICITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ON THE MORROW THEY RETURNED INTO THE CAMP OF THE NEPHITES IN GREAT HASTE, BEING GREATLY ASTONISHED, AND STRUCK WITH MUCH FEAR, SAYING: BEHOLD, WE FOLLOWED THE CAMP OF THE AMLICITES, AND TO OUR GREAT ASTONISHMENT, IN THE LAND OF MINON, ABOVE THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, IN THE COURSE OF THE LAND OF NEPHI, WE SAW A NUMEROUS HOST OF THE LAMANITES; AND BEHOLD, THE AMLICITES HAVE JOINED THEM; AND THEY ARE UPON OUR BRETHREN IN THAT LAND; AND THEY ARE FLEEING BEFORE THEM WITH THEIR FLOCKS, AND THEIR WIVES, AND THEIR CHILDREN, TOWARDS OUR CITY; AND EXCEPT WE MAKE HASTE THEY OBTAIN POSSESSION OF OUR CITY, AND OUR FATHERS, AND OUR WIVES, AND OUR CHILDREN BE SLAIN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI TOOK THEIR TENTS, AND DEPARTED OUT OF THE VALLEY OF GIDEON TOWARDS THEIR CITY, WHICH WAS THE CITY OF ZARAHEMLA. AND BEHOLD, AS THEY WERE CROSSING THE RIVER SIDON, THE LAMANITES AND THE AMLICITES, BEING AS NUMEROUS ALMOST, AS IT WERE, AS THE SANDS OF THE SEA, CAME UPON THEM TO DESTROY THEM. NEVERTHELESS, THE NEPHITES BEING STRENGTHENED BY THE HAND OF THE LORD, HAVING PRAYED MIGHTILY TO HIM THAT HE WOULD DELIVER THEM OUT OF THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES, THEREFORE THE LORD DID HEAR THEIR CRIES, AND DID STRENGTHEN THEM, AND THE LAMANITES AND THE AMLICITES DID FALL BEFORE THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA FOUGHT WITH AMLICI WITH THE SWORD, FACE TO FACE; AND THEY DID CONTEND MIGHTILY, ONE WITH ANOTHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA, BEING A MAN OF GOD, BEING EXERCISED WITH MUCH FAITH, CRIED, SAYING: O LORD, HAVE MERCY AND SPARE MY LIFE, THAT I MAY BE AN INSTRUMENT IN THY HANDS TO SAVE AND PRESERVE THIS PEOPLE. NOW WHEN ALMA HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HE CONTENDED AGAIN WITH AMLICI; AND HE WAS STRENGTHENED, INSOMUCH THAT HE SLEW AMLICI WITH THE SWORD. AND HE ALSO CONTENDED WITH THE KING OF THE LAMANITES; BUT THE KING OF THE LAMANITES FLED BACK FROM BEFORE ALMA AND SENT HIS GUARDS TO CONTEND WITH ALMA. BUT ALMA, WITH HIS GUARDS, CONTENDED WITH THE GUARDS OF THE KING OF THE LAMANITES UNTIL HE SLEW AND DROVE THEM BACK. AND THUS, HE CLEARED THE GROUND, OR RATHER THE BANK, WHICH WAS ON THE WEST OF THE RIVER SIDON, THROWING THE BODIES OF THE LAMANITES WHO HAD BEEN SLAIN INTO THE WATERS OF SIDON, THAT THEREBY HIS PEOPLE MIGHT HAVE ROOM TO CROSS AND CONTEND WITH THE LAMANITES AND THE AMLICITES ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE RIVER SIDON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD ALL CROSSED THE RIVER SIDON THAT THE LAMANITES AND THE AMLICITES BEGAN TO FLEE BEFORE THEM, NOTWITHSTANDING THEY WERE SO NUMEROUS THAT THEY COULD NOT BE NUMBERED. AND THEY FLED BEFORE THE NEPHITES TOWARDS THE WILDERNESS WHICH WAS WEST AND NORTH, AWAY BEYOND THE BORDERS OF THE LAND; AND THE NEPHITES DID PURSUE THEM WITH THEIR MIGHT, AND DID SLAY THEM. YEA, THEY WERE MET ON EVERY HAND, AND SLAIN AND DRIVEN, UNTIL THEY WERE SCATTERED ON THE WEST, AND ON THE NORTH, UNTIL THEY HAD REACHED THE WILDERNESS, WHICH WAS CALLED HERMOUNTS; AND IT WAS THAT PART OF THE WILDERNESS WHICH WAS INFESTED BY WILD AND RAVENOUS BEASTS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MANY DIED IN THE WILDERNESS OF THEIR WOUNDS, AND WERE DEVOURED BY THOSE BEASTS AND ALSO THE VULTURES OF THE AIR; AND THEIR BONES HAVE BEEN FOUND, AND HAVE BEEN HEAPED UP ON THE EARTH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE NEPHITES WHO WERE NOT SLAIN BY THE WEAPONS OF WAR, AFTER HAVING BURIED THOSE WHO HAD BEEN SLAIN—NOW THE NUMBER OF THE SLAIN WERE NOT NUMBERED, BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THEIR NUMBER—AFTER THEY HAD FINISHED BURYING THEIR DEAD, THEY ALL RETURNED TO THEIR LANDS, AND TO THEIR HOUSES, AND THEIR WIVES, AND THEIR CHILDREN. NOW MANY WOMEN AND CHILDREN HAD BEEN SLAIN WITH THE SWORD, AND ALSO MANY OF THEIR FLOCKS AND THEIR HERDS; AND ALSO, MANY OF THEIR FIELDS OF GRAIN WERE DESTROYED, FOR THEY WERE TRODDEN DOWN BY THE HOSTS OF MEN. AND NOW AS MANY OF THE LAMANITES AND THE AMLICITES WHO HAD BEEN SLAIN UPON THE BANK OF THE RIVER SIDON WERE CAST INTO THE WATERS OF SIDON; AND BEHOLD THEIR BONES ARE IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA, AND THEY ARE MANY. AND THE AMLICITES WERE DISTINGUISHED FROM THE NEPHITES, FOR THEY HAD MARKED THEMSELVES WITH RED IN THEIR FOREHEADS AFTER THE MANNER OF THE LAMANITES; NEVERTHELESS, THEY HAD NOT SHORN THEIR HEADS LIKE UNTO THE LAMANITES. NOW THE HEADS OF THE LAMANITES WERE SHORN; AND THEY WERE NAKED, SAVE IT WERE SKIN WHICH WAS GIRDED ABOUT THEIR LOINS, AND ALSO THEIR ARMOR, WHICH WAS GIRDED ABOUT THEM, AND THEIR BOWS, AND THEIR ARROWS, AND THEIR STONES, AND THEIR SLINGS, AND SO FORTH. AND THE SKINS OF THE LAMANITES WERE DARK, ACCORDING TO THE MARK WHICH WAS SET UPON THEIR FATHERS, WHICH WAS A CURSE UPON THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR TRANSGRESSION AND THEIR REBELLION AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN, WHO CONSISTED OF NEPHI, JACOB, AND JOSEPH, AND SAM, WHO WERE JUST AND HOLY MEN. AND THEIR BRETHREN SOUGHT TO DESTROY THEM, THEREFORE THEY WERE CURSED; AND THE LORD GOD SET A MARK UPON THEM, YEA, UPON LAMAN AND LEMUEL, AND ALSO THE SONS OF ISHMAEL, AND ISHMAELITISH WOMEN. AND THIS WAS DONE THAT THEIR SEED MIGHT BE DISTINGUISHED FROM THE SEED OF THEIR BRETHREN, THAT THEREBY THE LORD GOD MIGHT PRESERVE HIS PEOPLE, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT MIX AND BELIEVE IN INCORRECT TRADITIONS WHICH WOULD PROVE THEIR DESTRUCTION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHOSOEVER DID MINGLE HIS SEED WITH THAT OF THE LAMANITES DID BRING THE SAME CURSE UPON HIS SEED. THEREFORE, WHOSOEVER SUFFERED HIMSELF TO BE LED AWAY BY THE LAMANITES WAS CALLED UNDER THAT HEAD, AND THERE WAS A MARK SET UPON HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHOSOEVER WOULD NOT BELIEVE IN THE TRADITION OF THE LAMANITES, BUT BELIEVED THOSE RECORDS WHICH WERE BROUGHT OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, AND ALSO IN THE TRADITION OF THEIR FATHERS, WHICH WERE CORRECT, WHO BELIEVED IN THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD AND KEPT THEM, WERE CALLED THE NEPHITES, OR THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, FROM THAT TIME FORTH—AND IT IS THEY WHO HAVE KEPT THE RECORDS WHICH ARE TRUE OF THEIR PEOPLE, AND ALSO OF THE PEOPLE OF THE LAMANITES. NOW WE WILL RETURN AGAIN TO THE AMLICITES, FOR THEY ALSO HAD A MARK SET UPON THEM; YEA, THEY SET THE MARK UPON THEMSELVES, YEA, EVEN A MARK OF RED UPON THEIR FOREHEADS. THUS, THE WORD OF GOD IS FULFILLED, FOR THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH HE SAID TO NEPHI: BEHOLD, THE LAMANITES HAVE I CURSED, AND I WILL SET A MARK ON THEM THAT THEY AND THEIR SEED MAY BE SEPARATED FROM THEE AND THY SEED, FROM THIS TIME HENCEFORTH AND FOREVER, EXCEPT THEY REPENT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS AND TURN TO ME THAT I MAY HAVE MERCY UPON THEM. AND AGAIN: I WILL SET A MARK UPON HIM THAT MINGLETH HIS SEED WITH THY BRETHREN, THAT THEY MAY BE CURSED ALSO. AND AGAIN: I WILL SET A MARK UPON HIM THAT FIGHTETH AGAINST THEE AND THY SEED. AND AGAIN, I SAY HE THAT DEPARTETH FROM THEE SHALL NO MORE BE CALLED THY SEED; AND I WILL BLESS THEE, AND WHOMSOEVER SHALL BE CALLED THY SEED, HENCEFORTH AND FOREVER; AND THESE WERE THE PROMISES OF THE LORD UNTO NEPHI AND TO HIS SEED. NOW THE AMLICITES KNEW NOT THAT THEY WERE FULFILLING THE WORDS OF GOD WHEN THEY BEGAN TO MARK THEMSELVES IN THEIR FOREHEADS; NEVERTHELESS, THEY HAD COME OUT IN OPEN REBELLION AGAINST GOD; THEREFORE, IT WAS EXPEDIENT THAT THE CURSE SHOULD FALL UPON THEM. NOW I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD SEE THAT THEY BROUGHT UPON THEMSELVES THE CURSE; AND EVEN SO DOTH EVERY MAN THAT IS CURSED BRING UPON HIMSELF HIS OWN CONDEMNATION. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT NOT MANY DAYS AFTER THE BATTLE WHICH WAS FOUGHT IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, BY THE LAMANITES AND THE AMLICITES, THAT THERE WAS ANOTHER ARMY OF THE LAMANITES CAME IN UPON THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, IN THE SAME PLACE WHERE THE FIRST ARMY MET THE AMLICITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WAS AN ARMY SENT TO DRIVE THEM OUT OF THEIR LAND. NOW ALMA HIMSELF BEING AFFLICTED WITH A WOUND DID NOT GO UP TO BATTLE AT THIS TIME AGAINST THE LAMANITES; BUT HE SENT UP A NUMEROUS ARMY AGAINST THEM; AND THEY WENT UP AND SLEW MANY OF THE LAMANITES, AND DROVE THE REMAINDER OF THEM OUT OF THE BORDERS OF THEIR LAND. AND THEN THEY RETURNED AGAIN AND BEGAN TO ESTABLISH PEACE IN THE LAND, BEING TROUBLED NO MORE FOR A TIME WITH THEIR ENEMIES. NOW ALL THESE THINGS WERE DONE, YEA, ALL THESE WARS AND CONTENTIONS WERE COMMENCED AND ENDED IN THE FIFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. AND IN ONE YEAR WERE THOUSANDS AND TENS OF THOUSANDS OF SOULS SENT TO THE ETERNAL WORLD, THAT THEY MIGHT REAP THEIR REWARDS ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS, WHETHER THEY WERE GOOD OR WHETHER THEY WERE BAD, TO REAP ETERNAL HAPPINESS OR ETERNAL MISERY, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT WHICH THEY LISTED TO OBEY, WHETHER IT BE A GOOD SPIRIT OR A BAD ONE. FOR EVERY MAN RECEIVETH WAGES OF HIM WHOM HE LISTETH TO OBEY, AND THIS ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY; THEREFORE, LET IT BE ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH. AND THUS, ENDETH THE FIFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. 
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NOW IT CAME TO PASS IN THE SIXTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, THERE WERE NO CONTENTIONS NOR WARS IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA; BUT THE PEOPLE WERE AFFLICTED, YEA, GREATLY AFFLICTED FOR THE LOSS OF THEIR BRETHREN, AND ALSO FOR THE LOSS OF THEIR FLOCKS AND HERDS, AND ALSO FOR THE LOSS OF THEIR FIELDS OF GRAIN, WHICH WERE TRODDEN UNDER FOOT AND DESTROYED BY THE LAMANITES. AND SO GREAT WERE THEIR AFFLICTIONS THAT EVERY SOUL HAD CAUSE TO MOURN; AND THEY BELIEVED THAT IT WAS THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD SENT UPON THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS AND THEIR ABOMINATIONS; THEREFORE, THEY WERE AWAKENED TO A REMEMBRANCE OF THEIR DUTY. AND THEY BEGAN TO ESTABLISH THE CHURCH MORE FULLY; YEA, AND MANY WERE BAPTIZED IN THE WATERS OF SIDON AND WERE JOINED TO THE CHURCH OF GOD; YEA, THEY WERE BAPTIZED BY THE HAND OF ALMA, WHO HAD BEEN CONSECRATED THE HIGH PRIEST OVER THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH, BY THE HAND OF HIS FATHER ALMA. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES THERE WERE ABOUT THREE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED SOULS THAT UNITED THEMSELVES TO THE CHURCH OF GOD AND WERE BAPTIZED. AND THUS, ENDED THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI; AND THERE WAS CONTINUAL PEACE IN ALL THAT TIME. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE EIGHTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH BEGAN TO WAX PROUD, BECAUSE OF THEIR EXCEEDING RICHES, AND THEIR FINE SILKS, AND THEIR FINE-TWINED LINEN, AND BECAUSE OF THEIR MANY FLOCKS AND HERDS, AND THEIR GOLD AND THEIR SILVER, AND ALL MANNER OF PRECIOUS THINGS, WHICH THEY HAD OBTAINED BY THEIR INDUSTRY; AND IN ALL THESE THINGS WERE THEY LIFTED UP IN THE PRIDE OF THEIR EYES, FOR THEY BEGAN TO WEAR VERY COSTLY APPAREL. NOW THIS WAS THE CAUSE OF MUCH AFFLICTION TO ALMA, YEA, AND TO MANY OF THE PEOPLE WHOM ALMA HAD CONSECRATED TO BE TEACHERS, AND PRIESTS, AND ELDERS OVER THE CHURCH; YEA, MANY OF THEM WERE SORELY GRIEVED FOR THE WICKEDNESS WHICH THEY SAW HAD BEGUN TO BE AMONG THEIR PEOPLE. FOR THEY SAW AND BEHELD WITH GREAT SORROW THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH BEGAN TO BE LIFTED UP IN THE PRIDE OF THEIR EYES, AND TO SET THEIR HEARTS UPON RICHES AND UPON THE VAIN THINGS OF THE WORLD, THAT THEY BEGAN TO BE SCORNFUL, ONE TOWARDS ANOTHER, AND THEY BEGAN TO PERSECUTE THOSE THAT DID NOT BELIEVE ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN WILL AND PLEASURE. AND THUS, IN THIS EIGHTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, THERE BEGAN TO BE GREAT CONTENTIONS AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH; YEA, THERE WERE ENVYINGS, AND STRIFE, AND MALICE, AND PERSECUTIONS, AND PRIDE, EVEN TO EXCEED THE PRIDE OF THOSE WHO DID NOT BELONG TO THE CHURCH OF GOD. AND THUS, ENDED THE EIGHTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES; AND THE WICKEDNESS OF THE CHURCH WAS A GREAT STUMBLING-BLOCK TO THOSE WHO DID NOT BELONG TO THE CHURCH; AND THUS, THE CHURCH BEGAN TO FAIL IN ITS PROGRESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE NINTH YEAR, ALMA SAW THE WICKEDNESS OF THE CHURCH, AND HE SAW ALSO THAT THE EXAMPLE OF THE CHURCH BEGAN TO LEAD THOSE WHO WERE UNBELIEVERS ON FROM ONE PIECE OF INIQUITY TO ANOTHER, THUS BRINGING ON THE DESTRUCTION OF THE PEOPLE. YEA, HE SAW GREAT INEQUALITY AMONG THE PEOPLE, SOME LIFTING THEMSELVES UP WITH THEIR PRIDE, DESPISING OTHERS, TURNING THEIR BACKS UPON THE NEEDY AND THE NAKED AND THOSE WHO WERE HUNGRY, AND THOSE WHO WERE ATHIRST, AND THOSE WHO WERE SICK AND AFFLICTED. NOW THIS WAS A GREAT CAUSE FOR LAMENTATIONS AMONG THE PEOPLE, WHILE OTHERS WERE ABASING THEMSELVES, SUCCORING THOSE WHO STOOD IN NEED OF THEIR SUCCOR, SUCH AS IMPARTING THEIR SUBSTANCE TO THE POOR AND THE NEEDY, FEEDING THE HUNGRY, AND SUFFERING ALL MANNER OF AFFLICTIONS, FOR CHRIST’S SAKE, WHO SHOULD COME ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY; LOOKING FORWARD TO THAT DAY, THUS RETAINING A REMISSION OF THEIR SINS; BEING FILLED WITH GREAT JOY BECAUSE OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, ACCORDING TO THE WILL AND POWER AND DELIVERANCE OF JESUS CHRIST FROM THE BANDS OF DEATH. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA, HAVING SEEN THE AFFLICTIONS OF THE HUMBLE FOLLOWERS OF GOD, AND THE PERSECUTIONS WHICH WERE HEAPED UPON THEM BY THE REMAINDER OF HIS PEOPLE, AND SEEING ALL THEIR INEQUALITY, BEGAN TO BE VERY SORROWFUL; NEVERTHELESS, THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD DID NOT FAIL HIM. AND HE SELECTED A WISE MAN WHO WAS AMONG THE ELDERS OF THE CHURCH, AND GAVE HIM POWER ACCORDING TO THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE, THAT HE MIGHT HAVE POWER TO ENACT LAWS ACCORDING TO THE LAWS WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN, AND TO PUT THEM IN FORCE ACCORDING TO THE WICKEDNESS AND THE CRIMES OF THE PEOPLE. NOW THIS MAN’S NAME WAS NEPHIHAH, AND HE WAS APPOINTED CHIEF JUDGE; AND HE SAT IN THE JUDGMENT-SEAT TO JUDGE AND TO GOVERN THE PEOPLE. NOW ALMA DID NOT GRANT UNTO HIM THE OFFICE OF BEING HIGH PRIEST OVER THE CHURCH, BUT HE RETAINED THE OFFICE OF HIGH PRIEST UNTO HIMSELF; BUT HE DELIVERED THE JUDGMENT-SEAT UNTO NEPHIHAH. AND THIS HE DID THAT HE HIMSELF MIGHT GO FORTH AMONG HIS PEOPLE, OR AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, THAT HE MIGHT PREACH THE WORD OF GOD UNTO THEM, TO STIR THEM UP IN REMEMBRANCE OF THEIR DUTY, AND THAT HE MIGHT PULL DOWN, BY THE WORD OF GOD, ALL THE PRIDE AND CRAFTINESS AND ALL THE CONTENTIONS WHICH WERE AMONG HIS PEOPLE, SEEING NO WAY THAT HE MIGHT RECLAIM THEM SAVE IT WERE IN BEARING DOWN IN PURE TESTIMONY AGAINST THEM. AND THUS, IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE NINTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, ALMA DELIVERED UP THE JUDGMENTSEAT TO NEPHIHAH, AND CONFINED HIMSELF WHOLLY TO THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD OF THE HOLY ORDER OF GOD, TO THE TESTIMONY OF THE WORD, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF REVELATION AND PROPHECY. THE WORDS WHICH ALMA, THE HIGH PRIEST ACCORDING TO THE HOLY ORDER OF GOD, DELIVERED TO THE PEOPLE IN THEIR CITIES AND VILLAGES THROUGHOUT THE LAND. 
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NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA BEGAN TO DELIVER THE WORD OF GOD UNTO THE PEOPLE, FIRST IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND FROM THENCE THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND. AND THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH HE SPAKE TO THE PEOPLE IN THE CHURCH WHICH WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE CITY OF ZARAHEMLA, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN RECORD, SAYING: I, ALMA, HAVING BEEN CONSECRATED BY MY FATHER, ALMA, TO BE A HIGH PRIEST OVER THE CHURCH OF GOD, HE HAVING POWER AND AUTHORITY FROM GOD TO DO THESE THINGS, BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT HE BEGAN TO ESTABLISH A CHURCH IN THE LAND WHICH WAS IN THE BORDERS OF NEPHI; YEA, THE LAND WHICH WAS CALLED THE LAND OF MORMON; YEA, AND HE DID BAPTIZE HIS BRETHREN IN THE WATERS OF MORMON. AND BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, THEY WERE DELIVERED OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE PEOPLE OF KING NOAH, BY THE MERCY AND POWER OF GOD. AND BEHOLD, AFTER THAT, THEY WERE BROUGHT INTO BONDAGE BY THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES IN THE WILDERNESS; YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, THEY WERE IN CAPTIVITY, AND AGAIN THE LORD DID DELIVER THEM OUT OF BONDAGE BY THE POWER OF HIS WORD; AND WE WERE BROUGHT INTO THIS LAND, AND HERE WE BEGAN TO ESTABLISH THE CHURCH OF GOD THROUGHOUT THIS LAND ALSO. AND NOW BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, MY BRETHREN, YOU THAT BELONG TO THIS CHURCH, HAVE YOU SUFFICIENTLY RETAINED IN REMEMBRANCE THE CAPTIVITY OF YOUR FATHERS? YEA, AND HAVE YOU SUFFICIENTLY RETAINED IN REMEMBRANCE HIS MERCY AND LONG-SUFFERING TOWARDS THEM? AND MOREOVER, HAVE YE SUFFICIENTLY RETAINED IN REMEMBRANCE THAT HE HAS DELIVERED THEIR SOULS FROM HELL? BEHOLD, HE CHANGED THEIR HEARTS; YEA, HE AWAKENED THEM OUT OF A DEEP SLEEP, AND THEY AWOKE UNTO GOD. BEHOLD, THEY WERE IN THE MIDST OF DARKNESS; NEVERTHELESS, THEIR SOULS WERE ILLUMINATED BY THE LIGHT OF THE EVERLASTING WORD; YEA, THEY WERE ENCIRCLED ABOUT BY THE BANDS OF DEATH, AND THE CHAINS OF HELL, AND AN EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION DID AWAIT THEM. AND NOW I ASK OF YOU, MY BRETHREN, WERE THEY DESTROYED? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY, THEY WERE NOT. AND AGAIN, I ASK, WERE THE BANDS OF DEATH BROKEN, AND THE CHAINS OF HELL WHICH ENCIRCLED THEM ABOUT, WERE THEY, LOOSED? I SAY UNTO YOU, YEA, THEY WERE LOOSED, AND THEIR SOULS DID EXPAND, AND THEY DID SING REDEEMING LOVE. AND I SAY UNTO YOU THAT THEY ARE SAVED. AND NOW I ASK OF YOU ON WHAT CONDITIONS ARE THEY SAVED? YEA, WHAT GROUNDS HAD THEY TO HOPE FOR SALVATION? WHAT IS THE CAUSE OF THEIR BEING LOOSED FROM THE BANDS OF DEATH, YEA, AND ALSO THE CHAINS OF HELL? BEHOLD, I CAN TELL YOU—DID NOT MY FATHER ALMA BELIEVE IN THE WORDS WHICH WERE DELIVERED BY THE MOUTH OF ABINADI? AND WAS HE NOT A HOLY PROPHET? DID HE NOT SPEAK THE WORDS OF GOD, AND MY FATHER ALMA BELIEVE THEM? AND ACCORDING TO HIS FAITH THERE WAS A MIGHTY CHANGE WROUGHT IN HIS HEART. BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU THAT THIS IS ALL TRUE. AND BEHOLD, HE PREACHED THE WORD UNTO YOUR FATHERS, AND A MIGHTY CHANGE WAS ALSO WROUGHT IN THEIR HEARTS, AND THEY HUMBLED THEMSELVES AND PUT THEIR TRUST IN THE TRUE AND LIVING GOD. AND BEHOLD, THEY WERE FAITHFUL UNTIL THE END; THEREFORE, THEY WERE SAVED. AND NOW BEHOLD, I ASK OF YOU, MY BRETHREN OF THE CHURCH, HAVE YE SPIRITUALLY BEEN BORN OF GOD? HAVE YE RECEIVED HIS IMAGE IN YOUR COUNTENANCES? HAVE YE EXPERIENCED THIS MIGHTY CHANGE IN YOUR HEARTS? DO YE EXERCISE FAITH IN THE REDEMPTION OF HIM WHO CREATED YOU? DO YOU LOOK FORWARD WITH AN EYE OF FAITH, AND VIEW THIS MORTAL BODY RAISED IN IMMORTALITY, AND THIS CORRUPTION RAISED IN INCORRUPTION, TO STAND BEFORE GOD TO BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THE DEEDS WHICH HAVE BEEN DONE IN THE MORTAL BODY? I SAY UNTO YOU, CAN YOU IMAGINE TO YOURSELVES THAT YE HEAR THE VOICE OF THE LORD, SAYING UNTO YOU, IN THAT DAY: COME UNTO ME YE BLESSED, FOR BEHOLD, YOUR WORKS HAVE BEEN THE WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH? OR DO YE IMAGINE TO YOURSELVES THAT YE CAN LIE UNTO THE LORD IN THAT DAY, AND SAY—LORD, OUR WORKS HAVE BEEN RIGHTEOUS WORKS UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH—AND THAT HE WILL SAVE YOU? OR OTHERWISE, CAN YE IMAGINE YOURSELVES BROUGHT BEFORE THE TRIBUNAL OF GOD WITH YOUR SOULS FILLED WITH GUILT AND REMORSE, HAVING A REMEMBRANCE OF ALL YOUR GUILT, YEA, A PERFECT REMEMBRANCE OF ALL YOUR WICKEDNESS, YEA, A REMEMBRANCE THAT YE HAVE SET AT DEFIANCE THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD? I SAY UNTO YOU, CAN YE LOOK UP TO GOD AT THAT DAY WITH A PURE HEART AND CLEAN HANDS? I SAY UNTO YOU, CAN YOU LOOK UP, HAVING THE IMAGE OF GOD ENGRAVEN UPON YOUR COUNTENANCES? I SAY UNTO YOU, CAN YE THINK OF BEING SAVED WHEN YOU HAVE YIELDED YOURSELVES TO BECOME SUBJECTS TO THE DEVIL? I SAY UNTO YOU, YE WILL KNOW AT THAT DAY THAT YE CANNOT BE SAVED; FOR THERE CAN NO MAN BE SAVED EXCEPT HIS GARMENTS ARE WASHED WHITE; YEA, HIS GARMENTS MUST BE PURIFIED UNTIL THEY ARE CLEANSED FROM ALL STAIN, THROUGH THE BLOOD OF HIM OF WHOM IT HAS BEEN SPOKEN BY OUR FATHERS, WHO SHOULD COME TO REDEEM HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS. AND NOW I ASK OF YOU, MY BRETHREN, HOW WILL ANY OF YOU FEEL, IF YE SHALL STAND BEFORE THE BAR OF GOD, HAVING YOUR GARMENTS STAINED WITH BLOOD AND ALL MANNER OF FILTHINESS? BEHOLD, WHAT WILL THESE THINGS TESTIFY AGAINST YOU? BEHOLD WILL THEY NOT TESTIFY THAT YE ARE MURDERERS, YEA, AND ALSO THAT YE ARE GUILTY OF ALL MANNER OF WICKEDNESS? BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, DO YE SUPPOSE THAT SUCH A ONE CAN HAVE A PLACE TO SIT DOWN IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD, WITH ABRAHAM, WITH ISAAC, AND WITH JACOB, AND ALSO ALL THE HOLY PROPHETS, WHOSE GARMENTS ARE CLEANSED AND ARE SPOTLESS, PURE AND WHITE? I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY; EXCEPT YE MAKE OUR CREATOR A LIAR FROM THE BEGINNING, OR SUPPOSE THAT HE IS A LIAR FROM THE BEGINNING, YE CANNOT SUPPOSE THAT SUCH CAN HAVE PLACE IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; BUT THEY SHALL BE CAST OUT FOR THEY ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE KINGDOM OF THE DEVIL. AND NOW BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, MY BRETHREN, IF YE HAVE EXPERIENCED A CHANGE OF HEART, AND IF YE HAVE FELT TO SING THE SONG OF REDEEMING LOVE, I WOULD ASK, CAN YE FEEL SO NOW? HAVE YE WALKED, KEEPING YOURSELVES BLAMELESS BEFORE GOD? COULD YE SAY, IF YE WERE CALLED TO DIE AT THIS TIME, WITHIN YOURSELVES, THAT YE HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENTLY HUMBLE? THAT YOUR GARMENTS HAVE BEEN CLEANSED AND MADE WHITE THROUGH THE BLOOD OF CHRIST, WHO WILL COME TO REDEEM HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS? BEHOLD, ARE YE STRIPPED OF PRIDE? I SAY UNTO YOU, IF YE ARE NOT YE ARE NOT PREPARED TO MEET GOD. BEHOLD YE MUST PREPARE QUICKLY; FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS SOON AT HAND, AND SUCH A ONE HATH NOT ETERNAL LIFE. BEHOLD, I SAY, IS THERE ONE AMONG YOU WHO IS NOT STRIPPED OF ENVY? I SAY UNTO YOU THAT SUCH AN ONE IS NOT PREPARED; AND I WOULD THAT HE SHOULD PREPARE QUICKLY, FOR THE HOUR IS CLOSE AT HAND, AND HE KNOWETH NOT WHEN THE TIME SHALL COME; FOR SUCH AN ONE IS NOT FOUND GUILTLESS. AND AGAIN, I SAY UNTO YOU, IS THERE ONE AMONG YOU THAT DOTH MAKE A MOCK OF HIS BROTHER, OR THAT HEAPETH UPON HIM PERSECUTIONS? WO UNTO SUCH A ONE, FOR HE IS NOT PREPARED, AND THE TIME IS AT HAND THAT HE MUST REPENT OR HE CANNOT BE SAVED! YEA, EVEN WO UNTO ALL YE WORKERS OF INIQUITY; REPENT, REPENT, FOR THE LORD GOD HATH SPOKEN IT! BEHOLD, HE SENDETH AN INVITATION UNTO ALL MEN, FOR THE ARMS OF MERCY ARE EXTENDED TOWARDS THEM, AND HE SAITH: REPENT, AND I WILL RECEIVE YOU. YEA, HE SAITH: COME UNTO ME AND YE SHALL PARTAKE OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF LIFE; YEA, YE SHALL EAT AND DRINK OF THE BREAD AND THE WATERS OF LIFE FREELY; YEA, COME UNTO ME AND BRING FORTH WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND YE SHALL NOT BE HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE—FOR BEHOLD, THE TIME IS AT HAND THAT WHOSOEVER BRINGETH FORTH NOT GOOD FRUIT, OR WHOSOEVER DOETH NOT THE WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THE SAME HAVE CAUSE TO WAIL AND MOURN. O YE WORKERS OF INIQUITY; YE THAT ARE PUFFED UP IN THE VAIN THINGS OF THE WORLD, YE THAT HAVE PROFESSED TO HAVE KNOWN THE WAYS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS NEVERTHELESS HAVE GONE ASTRAY, AS SHEEP HAVING NO SHEPHERD, NOTWITHSTANDING A SHEPHERD HATH CALLED AFTER YOU AND IS STILL CALLING AFTER YOU, BUT YE WILL NOT HEARKEN UNTO HIS VOICE! BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THE GOOD SHEPHERD DOTH CALL YOU; YEA, AND IN HIS OWN NAME HE DOTH CALL YOU, WHICH IS THE NAME OF CHRIST; AND IF YE WILL NOT HEARKEN UNTO THE VOICE OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, TO THE NAME BY WHICH YE ARE CALLED, BEHOLD, YE ARE NOT THE SHEEP OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD. AND NOW IF YE ARE NOT THE SHEEP OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, OF WHAT FOLD ARE YE? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THE DEVIL IS YOUR SHEPHERD, AND YE ARE OF HIS FOLD; AND NOW, WHO CAN DENY THIS? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, WHOSOEVER DENIETH THIS IS A LIAR AND A CHILD OF THE DEVIL. FOR I SAY UNTO YOU THAT WHATSOEVER IS GOOD COMETH FROM GOD, AND WHATSOEVER IS EVIL COMETH FROM THE DEVIL. THEREFORE, IF A MAN BRINGETH FORTH GOOD WORKS HE HEARKENETH UNTO THE VOICE OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, AND HE DOTH FOLLOW HIM; BUT WHOSOEVER BRINGETH FORTH EVIL WORKS, THE SAME BECOMETH A CHILD OF THE DEVIL, FOR HE HEARKENETH UNTO HIS VOICE, AND DOTH FOLLOW HIM. AND WHOSOEVER DOETH THIS MUST RECEIVE HIS WAGES OF HIM; THEREFORE, FOR HIS WAGES HE RECEIVETH DEATH, AS TO THINGS PERTAINING UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS, BEING DEAD UNTO ALL GOOD WORKS. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD HEAR ME, FOR I SPEAK IN THE ENERGY OF MY SOUL; FOR BEHOLD, I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU PLAINLY THAT YE CANNOT ERR, OR HAVE SPOKEN ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. FOR I AM CALLED TO SPEAK AFTER THIS MANNER, ACCORDING TO THE HOLY ORDER OF GOD, WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS; YEA, I AM COMMANDED TO STAND AND TESTIFY UNTO THIS PEOPLE THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN BY OUR FATHERS CONCERNING THE THINGS WHICH ARE TO COME. AND THIS IS NOT ALL. DO YE NOT SUPPOSE THAT I KNOW OF THESE THINGS MYSELF? BEHOLD, I TESTIFY UNTO YOU THAT I DO KNOW THAT THESE THINGS WHEREOF I HAVE SPOKEN ARE TRUE. AND HOW DO YE SUPPOSE THAT I KNOW OF THEIR SURETY? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THEY ARE MADE KNOWN UNTO ME BY THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD. BEHOLD, I HAVE FASTED AND PRAYED MANY DAYS THAT I MIGHT KNOW THESE THINGS OF MYSELF. AND NOW I DO KNOW OF MYSELF THAT THEY ARE TRUE; FOR THE LORD GOD HATH MADE THEM MANIFEST UNTO ME BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT; AND THIS IS THE SPIRIT OF REVELATION WHICH IS IN ME. AND MOREOVER, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT IT HAS THUS BEEN REVEALED UNTO ME, THAT THE WORDS WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN BY OUR FATHERS ARE TRUE, EVEN SO ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY WHICH IS IN ME, WHICH IS ALSO BY THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD. I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT I KNOW OF MYSELF THAT WHATSOEVER I SHALL SAY UNTO YOU, CONCERNING THAT WHICH IS TO COME, IS TRUE; AND I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT I KNOW THAT JESUS CHRIST SHALL COME, YEA, THE SON, THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], FULL OF GRACE, AND MERCY, AND TRUTH. AND BEHOLD, IT IS HE THAT COMETH TO TAKE AWAY THE SINS OF THE WORLD, YEA, THE SINS OF EVERY MAN WHO STEADFASTLY BELIEVETH ON HIS NAME. AND NOW I SAY UNTO YOU THAT THIS IS THE ORDER AFTER WHICH I AM CALLED, YEA, TO PREACH UNTO MY BELOVED BRETHREN, YEA, AND EVERY ONE THAT DWELLETH IN THE LAND; YEA, TO PREACH UNTO ALL, BOTH OLD AND YOUNG, BOTH BOND AND FREE; YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU THE AGED, AND ALSO THE MIDDLE AGED, AND THE RISING GENERATION; YEA, TO CRY UNTO THEM THAT THEY MUST REPENT AND BE BORN AGAIN. YEA, THUS SAITH THE SPIRIT: REPENT, ALL YE ENDS OF THE EARTH, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS SOON AT HAND; YEA, THE SON OF GOD COMETH IN HIS GLORY, IN HIS MIGHT, MAJESTY, POWER, AND DOMINION. YEA, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THE SPIRIT SAITH: BEHOLD THE GLORY OF THE KING OF ALL THE EARTH; AND ALSO, THE KING OF HEAVEN SHALL VERY SOON SHINE FORTH AMONG ALL THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND ALSO, THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO ME, YEA, CRIETH UNTO ME WITH A MIGHTY VOICE, SAYING: GO FORTH AND SAY UNTO THIS PEOPLE—REPENT, FOR EXCEPT YE REPENT YE CAN IN NOWISE INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. AND AGAIN, I SAY UNTO YOU, THE SPIRIT SAITH: BEHOLD, THE AX IS LAID AT THE ROOT OF THE TREE; THEREFORE, EVERY TREE THAT BRINGETH NOT FORTH GOOD FRUIT SHALL BE HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE, YEA, A FIRE WHICH CANNOT BE CONSUMED, EVEN AN UNQUENCHABLE FIRE. BEHOLD, AND REMEMBER, THE HOLY ONE HATH SPOKEN IT. AND NOW MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I SAY UNTO YOU, CAN YE WITHSTAND THESE SAYINGS; YEA, CAN YE LAY ASIDE THESE THINGS, AND TRAMPLE THE HOLY ONE UNDER YOUR FEET; YEA, CAN YE BE PUFFED UP IN THE PRIDE OF YOUR HEARTS; YEA, WILL YE STILL PERSIST IN THE WEARING OF COSTLY APPAREL AND SETTING YOUR HEARTS UPON THE VAIN THINGS OF THE WORLD, UPON YOUR RICHES? YEA, WILL YE PERSIST IN SUPPOSING THAT YE ARE BETTER ONE THAN ANOTHER; YEA, WILL YE PERSIST IN THE PERSECUTION OF YOUR BRETHREN, WHO HUMBLE THEMSELVES AND DO WALK AFTER THE HOLY ORDER OF GOD, WHEREWITH THEY HAVE BEEN BROUGHT INTO THIS CHURCH, HAVING BEEN SANCTIFIED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND THEY DO BRING FORTH WORKS WHICH ARE MEET FOR REPENTANCE—YEA, AND WILL YOU PERSIST IN TURNING YOUR BACKS UPON THE POOR, AND THE NEEDY, AND IN WITHHOLDING YOUR SUBSTANCE FROM THEM? AND FINALLY, ALL YE THAT WILL PERSIST IN YOUR WICKEDNESS, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT THESE ARE THEY WHO SHALL BE HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE EXCEPT THEY SPEEDILY REPENT. AND NOW I SAY UNTO YOU, ALL YOU THAT ARE DESIROUS TO FOLLOW THE VOICE OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, COME YE OUT FROM THE WICKED, AND BE YE SEPARATE, AND TOUCH NOT THEIR UNCLEAN THINGS; AND BEHOLD, THEIR NAMES SHALL BE BLOTTED OUT, THAT THE NAMES OF THE WICKED SHALL NOT BE NUMBERED AMONG THE NAMES OF THE RIGHTEOUS, THAT THE WORD OF GOD MAY BE FULFILLED, WHICH SAITH: THE NAMES OF THE WICKED SHALL NOT BE MINGLED WITH THE NAMES OF MY PEOPLE; FOR THE NAMES OF THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE, AND UNTO THEM WILL I GRANT AN INHERITANCE AT MY RIGHT HAND. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, WHAT HAVE YE TO SAY AGAINST THIS? I SAY UNTO YOU, IF YE SPEAK AGAINST IT, IT MATTERS NOT, FOR THE WORD OF GOD MUST BE FULFILLED. FOR WHAT SHEPHERD IS THERE AMONG YOU HAVING MANY SHEEP DOTH NOT WATCH OVER THEM, THAT THE WOLVES ENTER NOT AND DEVOUR HIS FLOCK? AND BEHOLD, IF A WOLF, ENTER HIS FLOCK DOTH HE NOT, DRIVE HIM OUT? YEA, AND AT THE LAST, IF HE CAN, HE WILL DESTROY HIM. AND NOW I SAY UNTO YOU THAT THE GOOD SHEPHERD DOTH CALL AFTER YOU; AND IF YOU WILL HEARKEN UNTO HIS VOICE, HE WILL BRING YOU INTO HIS FOLD, AND YE ARE HIS SHEEP; AND HE COMMANDETH YOU THAT YE SUFFER NO RAVENOUS WOLF TO ENTER AMONG YOU, THAT YE MAY NOT BE DESTROYED. AND NOW I, ALMA, DO COMMAND YOU IN THE LANGUAGE OF HIM WHO HATH COMMANDED ME, THAT YE OBSERVE TO DO THE WORDS WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU. I SPEAK BY WAY OF COMMAND UNTO YOU THAT BELONG TO THE CHURCH; AND UNTO THOSE WHO DO NOT BELONG TO THE CHURCH I SPEAK BY WAY OF INVITATION, SAYING: COME AND BE BAPTIZED UNTO REPENTANCE, THAT YE ALSO MAY BE PARTAKERS OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF LIFE. 
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER ALMA HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING UNTO THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH, WHICH WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE CITY OF ZARAHEMLA, HE ORDAINED PRIESTS AND ELDERS, BY LAYING ON HIS HANDS ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF GOD, TO PRESIDE AND WATCH OVER THE CHURCH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHOSOEVER DID NOT BELONG TO THE CHURCH WHO REPENTED OF THEIR SINS WERE BAPTIZED UNTO REPENTANCE, AND WERE RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH. AND IT ALSO CAME TO PASS THAT WHOSOEVER DID BELONG TO THE CHURCH THAT DID NOT REPENT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS AND HUMBLE THEMSELVES BEFORE GOD—I MEAN THOSE WHO WERE LIFTED UP IN THE PRIDE OF THEIR HEARTS—THE SAME WERE REJECTED, AND THEIR NAMES WERE BLOTTED OUT, THAT THEIR NAMES WERE NOT NUMBERED AMONG THOSE OF THE RIGHTEOUS. AND THUS, THEY BEGAN TO ESTABLISH THE ORDER OF THE CHURCH IN THE CITY OF ZARAHEMLA. NOW I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT THE WORD OF GOD WAS LIBERAL UNTO ALL, THAT NONE WERE DEPRIVED OF THE PRIVILEGE OF ASSEMBLING THEMSELVES TOGETHER TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD. NEVERTHELESS, THE CHILDREN OF GOD WERE COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER OFT, AND JOIN IN FASTING AND MIGHTY PRAYER IN BEHALF OF THE WELFARE OF THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO KNEW NOT GOD. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN ALMA HAD MADE THESE REGULATIONS HE DEPARTED FROM THEM, YEA, FROM THE CHURCH WHICH WAS IN THE CITY OF ZARAHEMLA, AND WENT OVER UPON THE EAST OF THE RIVER SIDON, INTO THE VALLEY OF GIDEON, THERE HAVING BEEN A CITY BUILT, WHICH WAS CALLED THE CITY OF GIDEON, WHICH WAS IN THE VALLEY THAT WAS CALLED GIDEON, BEING CALLED AFTER THE MAN WHO WAS SLAIN BY THE HAND OF NEHOR WITH THE SWORD. AND ALMA WENT AND BEGAN TO DECLARE THE WORD OF GOD UNTO THE CHURCH WHICH WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE VALLEY OF GIDEON, ACCORDING TO THE REVELATION OF THE TRUTH OF THE WORD WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY HIS FATHERS, AND ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY WHICH WAS IN HIM, ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, WHO SHOULD COME TO REDEEM HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS, AND THE HOLY ORDER BY WHICH HE WAS CALLED. AND THUS, IT IS WRITTEN. AMEN. THE WORDS OF ALMA WHICH HE DELIVERED TO THE PEOPLE IN GIDEON, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN RECORD. 
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BEHOLD MY BELOVED BRETHREN, SEEING THAT I HAVE BEEN PERMITTED TO COME UNTO YOU, THEREFORE I ATTEMPT TO ADDRESS YOU IN MY LANGUAGE; YEA, BY MY OWN MOUTH, SEEING THAT IT IS THE FIRST TIME THAT I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU BY THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH, I HAVING BEEN WHOLLY CONFINED TO THE JUDGMENT-SEAT, HAVING HAD MUCH BUSINESS THAT I COULD NOT COME UNTO YOU. AND EVEN I COULD NOT HAVE COME NOW AT THIS TIME WERE IT NOT THAT THE JUDGMENT-SEAT HATH BEEN GIVEN TO ANOTHER, TO REIGN IN MY STEAD; AND THE LORD IN MUCH MERCY HATH GRANTED THAT I SHOULD COME UNTO YOU. AND BEHOLD, I HAVE COME HAVING GREAT HOPES AND MUCH DESIRE THAT I SHOULD FIND THAT YE HAD HUMBLED YOURSELVES BEFORE GOD, AND THAT YE HAD CONTINUED IN THE SUPPLICATING OF HIS GRACE, THAT I SHOULD FIND THAT YE WERE BLAMELESS BEFORE HIM, THAT I SHOULD FIND THAT YE WERE NOT IN THE AWFUL DILEMMA THAT OUR BRETHREN WERE IN AT ZARAHEMLA. BUT BLESSED BE THE NAME OF GOD, THAT HE HATH GIVEN ME TO KNOW, YEA, HATH GIVEN UNTO ME THE EXCEEDINGLY GREAT JOY OF KNOWING THAT THEY ARE ESTABLISHED AGAIN IN THE WAY OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND I TRUST, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF GOD WHICH IS IN ME, THAT I SHALL ALSO HAVE JOY OVER YOU; NEVERTHELESS, I DO NOT DESIRE THAT MY JOY OVER YOU SHOULD COME BY THE CAUSE OF SO MUCH AFFLICTIONS AND SORROW WHICH I HAVE HAD FOR THE BRETHREN AT ZARAHEMLA, FOR BEHOLD, MY JOY COMETH OVER THEM AFTER WADING THROUGH MUCH AFFLICTION AND SORROW. BUT BEHOLD, I TRUST THAT YE ARE NOT IN A STATE OF SO MUCH UNBELIEF AS WERE YOUR BRETHREN; I TRUST THAT YE ARE NOT LIFTED UP IN THE PRIDE OF YOUR HEARTS; YEA, I TRUST THAT YE HAVE NOT SET YOUR HEARTS UPON RICHES AND THE VAIN THINGS OF THE WORLD; YEA, I TRUST THAT YOU DO NOT WORSHIP IDOLS, BUT THAT YE DO WORSHIP THE TRUE AND THE LIVING GOD, AND THAT YE LOOK FORWARD FOR THE REMISSION OF YOUR SINS, WITH AN EVERLASTING FAITH, WHICH IS TO COME. FOR BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THERE BE MANY THINGS TO COME; AND BEHOLD, THERE IS ONE THING WHICH IS OF MORE IMPORTANCE THAN THEY ALL—FOR BEHOLD, THE TIME IS NOT FAR DISTANT THAT THE REDEEMER LIVETH AND COMETH AMONG HIS PEOPLE. BEHOLD, I DO NOT SAY THAT HE WILL COME AMONG US AT THE TIME OF HIS DWELLING IN HIS MORTAL TABERNACLE; FOR BEHOLD, THE SPIRIT HATH NOT SAID UNTO ME THAT THIS SHOULD BE THE CASE. NOW AS TO THIS THING I DO NOT KNOW; BUT THIS MUCH I DO KNOW, THAT THE LORD GOD HATH POWER TO DO ALL THINGS WHICH ARE ACCORDING TO HIS WORD. BUT BEHOLD, THE SPIRIT HATH SAID THIS MUCH UNTO ME, SAYING: CRY UNTO THIS PEOPLE, SAYING—REPENT YE, AND PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD, AND WALK IN HIS PATHS, WHICH ARE STRAIGHT; FOR BEHOLD, THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND, AND THE SON OF GOD COMETH UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH. AND BEHOLD, HE SHALL BE BORN OF MARY, AT JERUSALEM WHICH IS THE LAND OF OUR FOREFATHERS, SHE BEING A VIRGIN, A PRECIOUS AND CHOSEN VESSEL, WHO SHALL BE OVERSHADOWED AND CONCEIVE BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST, AND BRING FORTH A SON, YEA, EVEN THE SON OF GOD. AND HE SHALL GO FORTH, SUFFERING PAINS AND AFFLICTIONS AND TEMPTATIONS OF EVERY KIND; AND THIS THAT THE WORD MIGHT BE FULFILLED WHICH SAITH HE WILL TAKE UPON HIM THE PAINS AND THE SICKNESSES OF HIS PEOPLE. AND HE WILL TAKE UPON HIM DEATH, THAT HE MAY, LOOSE THE BANDS OF DEATH WHICH BIND HIS PEOPLE; AND HE WILL TAKE UPON HIM THEIR INFIRMITIES, THAT HIS BOWELS MAY BE FILLED WITH MERCY, ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, THAT HE MAY KNOW ACCORDING TO THE FLESH HOW TO SUCCOR HIS PEOPLE ACCORDING TO THEIR INFIRMITIES. NOW THE SPIRIT KNOWETH ALL THINGS; NEVERTHELESS, THE SON OF GOD SUFFERETH ACCORDING TO THE FLESH THAT HE MIGHT TAKE UPON HIM THE SINS OF HIS PEOPLE, THAT HE MIGHT BLOT OUT THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS ACCORDING TO THE POWER OF HIS DELIVERANCE; AND NOW BEHOLD, THIS IS THE TESTIMONY WHICH IS IN ME. NOW I SAY UNTO YOU THAT YE MUST REPENT, AND BE BORN AGAIN; FOR THE SPIRIT SAITH IF YE ARE NOT BORN AGAIN YE CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; THEREFORE COME AND BE BAPTIZED UNTO REPENTANCE, THAT YE MAY BE WASHED FROM YOUR SINS, THAT YE MAY HAVE FAITH ON THE LAMB OF GOD, WHO TAKETH AWAY THE SINS OF THE WORLD, WHO IS MIGHTY TO SAVE AND TO CLEANSE FROM ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU COME AND FEAR NOT, AND LAY ASIDE EVERY SIN, WHICH EASILY DOTH BESET YOU, WHICH DOTH BIND YOU DOWN TO DESTRUCTION, YEA, COME AND GO FORTH, AND SHOW UNTO YOUR GOD THAT YE ARE WILLING TO REPENT OF YOUR SINS AND ENTER INTO A COVENANT WITH HIM TO KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND WITNESS IT UNTO HIM THIS DAY BY GOING INTO THE WATERS OF BAPTISM. AND WHOSOEVER DOETH THIS, AND KEEPETH THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD FROM THENCEFORTH, THE SAME WILL REMEMBER THAT I SAY UNTO HIM, YEA, HE WILL REMEMBER THAT I HAVE SAID UNTO HIM, HE SHALL HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHICH TESTIFIETH IN ME. AND NOW MY BELOVED BRETHREN, DO YOU BELIEVE THESE THINGS? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, YEA, I KNOW THAT YE BELIEVE THEM; AND THE WAY THAT I KNOW THAT YE BELIEVE THEM IS BY THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SPIRIT WHICH IS IN ME. AND NOW BECAUSE YOUR FAITH IS STRONG CONCERNING THAT, YEA, CONCERNING THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN, GREAT IS MY JOY. FOR AS I SAID UNTO YOU FROM THE BEGINNING, THAT I HAD MUCH DESIRE THAT YE WERE NOT IN THE STATE OF DILEMMA LIKE YOUR BRETHREN, EVEN SO I HAVE FOUND THAT MY DESIRES HAVE BEEN GRATIFIED. FOR I PERCEIVE THAT YE ARE IN THE PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; I PERCEIVE THAT YE ARE IN THE PATH WHICH LEADS TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD; YEA, I PERCEIVE THAT YE ARE MAKING HIS PATHS STRAIGHT. I PERCEIVE THAT IT HAS BEEN MADE KNOWN UNTO YOU, BY THE TESTIMONY OF HIS WORD, THAT HE CANNOT WALK IN CROOKED PATHS; NEITHER DOTH HE, VARY FROM THAT WHICH HE HATH SAID; NEITHER HATH HE A SHADOW OF TURNING FROM THE RIGHT TO THE LEFT, OR FROM THAT WHICH IS RIGHT TO THAT WHICH IS WRONG; THEREFORE, HIS COURSE IS ONE ETERNAL ROUND. AND HE DOTH NOT DWELL IN UNHOLY TEMPLES; NEITHER CAN FILTHINESS OR ANYTHING WHICH IS UNCLEAN BE RECEIVED INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD; THEREFORE, I SAY UNTO YOU THE TIME SHALL COME, YEA, AND IT SHALL BE AT THE LAST DAY, THAT HE WHO IS FILTHY SHALL REMAIN IN HIS FILTHINESS. AND NOW MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I HAVE SAID THESE THINGS UNTO YOU THAT I MIGHT AWAKEN YOU TO A SENSE OF YOUR DUTY TO GOD, THAT YE MAY WALK BLAMELESS BEFORE HIM, THAT YE MAY WALK AFTER THE HOLY ORDER OF GOD, AFTER WHICH YE HAVE BEEN RECEIVED. AND NOW I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD BE HUMBLE, AND BE SUBMISSIVE AND GENTLE; EASY TO BE ENTREATED; FULL OF PATIENCE AND LONG-SUFFERING; BEING TEMPERATE IN ALL THINGS; BEING DILIGENT IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD AT ALL TIMES; ASKING FOR WHATSOEVER THINGS YE STAND IN NEED, BOTH SPIRITUAL AND TEMPORAL; ALWAYS RETURNING THANKS UNTO GOD FOR WHATSOEVER THINGS YE DO RECEIVE. AND SEE THAT YE HAVE FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITY, AND THEN YE WILL ALWAYS ABOUND IN GOOD WORKS. AND MAY THE LORD BLESS YOU, AND KEEP YOUR GARMENTS SPOTLESS, THAT YE MAY AT LAST BE BROUGHT TO SIT DOWN WITH ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND THE HOLY PROPHETS WHO HAVE BEEN EVER SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN, HAVING YOUR GARMENTS SPOTLESS EVEN AS THEIR GARMENTS ARE SPOTLESS, IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN TO GO NO MORE OUT. AND NOW MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I HAVE SPOKEN THESE WORDS UNTO YOU ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT WHICH TESTIFIETH IN ME; AND MY SOUL DOTH EXCEEDINGLY REJOICE, BECAUSE OF THE EXCEEDING DILIGENCE AND HEED WHICH YE HAVE GIVEN UNTO MY WORD. AND NOW, MAY THE PEACE OF GOD REST UPON YOU, AND UPON YOUR HOUSES AND LANDS, AND UPON YOUR FLOCKS AND HERDS, AND ALL THAT YOU POSSESS, YOUR WOMEN AND YOUR CHILDREN, ACCORDING TO YOUR FAITH AND GOOD WORKS, FROM THIS TIME FORTH AND FOREVER. AND THUS, I HAVE SPOKEN. AMEN.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA RETURNED FROM THE LAND OF GIDEON, AFTER HAVING TAUGHT THE PEOPLE OF GIDEON MANY THINGS WHICH CANNOT BE WRITTEN, HAVING ESTABLISHED THE ORDER OF THE CHURCH, ACCORDING AS HE HAD BEFORE DONE IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, YEA, HE RETURNED TO HIS OWN HOUSE AT ZARAHEMLA TO REST HIMSELF FROM THE LABORS WHICH HE HAD PERFORMED. AND THUS, ENDED THE NINTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE TENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, THAT ALMA DEPARTED FROM THENCE AND TOOK HIS JOURNEY OVER INTO THE LAND OF MELEK, ON THE WEST OF THE RIVER SIDON, ON THE WEST BY THE BORDERS OF THE WILDERNESS. AND HE BEGAN TO TEACH THE PEOPLE IN THE LAND OF MELEK ACCORDING TO THE HOLY ORDER OF GOD, BY WHICH HE HAD BEEN CALLED; AND HE BEGAN TO TEACH THE PEOPLE THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND OF MELEK. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE CAME TO HIM THROUGHOUT ALL THE BORDERS OF THE LAND WHICH WAS BY THE WILDERNESS SIDE. AND THEY WERE BAPTIZED THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND; SO THAT WHEN HE HAD FINISHED HIS WORK AT MELEK HE DEPARTED THENCE, AND TRAVELED THREE DAYS’ JOURNEY ON THE NORTH OF THE LAND OF MELEK; AND HE CAME TO A CITY WHICH WAS CALLED AMMONIHAH. NOW IT WAS THE CUSTOM OF THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI TO CALL THEIR LANDS, AND THEIR CITIES, AND THEIR VILLAGES, YEA, EVEN ALL THEIR SMALL VILLAGES, AFTER THE NAME OF HIM WHO FIRST POSSESSED THEM; AND THUS, IT WAS WITH THE LAND OF AMMONIHAH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN ALMA HAD COME TO THE CITY OF AMMONIHAH HE BEGAN TO PREACH THE WORD OF GOD UNTO THEM. NOW SATAN HAD GOTTEN GREAT HOLD UPON THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF AMMONIHAH; THEREFORE, THEY WOULD NOT HEARKEN UNTO THE WORDS OF ALMA. NEVERTHELESS, ALMA LABORED MUCH IN THE SPIRIT, WRESTLING WITH GOD IN MIGHTY PRAYER, THAT HE WOULD POUR OUT HIS SPIRIT UPON THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE CITY; THAT HE WOULD ALSO GRANT THAT HE MIGHT BAPTIZE THEM UNTO REPENTANCE. NEVERTHELESS, THEY HARDENED THEIR HEARTS, SAYING UNTO HIM: BEHOLD, WE KNOW THAT THOU ART ALMA; AND WE KNOW THAT THOU ART HIGH PRIEST OVER THE CHURCH WHICH THOU HAST ESTABLISHED IN MANY PARTS OF THE LAND, ACCORDING TO YOUR TRADITION; AND WE ARE NOT OF THY CHURCH, AND WE DO NOT BELIEVE IN SUCH FOOLISH TRADITIONS. AND NOW WE KNOW THAT BECAUSE WE ARE NOT OF THY CHURCH, WE KNOW THAT THOU HAST NO POWER OVER US; AND THOU HAST DELIVERED UP THE JUDGMENT-SEAT UNTO NEPHIHAH; THEREFORE, THOU ART NOT THE CHIEF JUDGE OVER US. NOW WHEN THE PEOPLE HAD SAID THIS, AND WITHSTOOD ALL HIS WORDS, AND REVILED HIM, AND SPIT UPON HIM, AND CAUSED THAT HE SHOULD BE CAST OUT OF THEIR CITY, HE DEPARTED THENCE AND TOOK HIS JOURNEY TOWARDS THE CITY WHICH WAS CALLED AARON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHILE HE WAS JOURNEYING THITHER, BEING WEIGHED DOWN WITH SORROW, WADING THROUGH MUCH TRIBULATION AND ANGUISH OF SOUL, BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE CITY OF AMMONIHAH, IT CAME TO PASS WHILE ALMA WAS THUS WEIGHED DOWN WITH SORROW, BEHOLD AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED UNTO HIM, SAYING: BLESSED ART THOU, ALMA; THEREFORE, LIFT UP THY HEAD AND REJOICE, FOR THOU HAST GREAT CAUSE TO REJOICE; FOR THOU HAST BEEN FAITHFUL IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD FROM THE TIME WHICH THOU RECEIVEDST THY FIRST MESSAGE FROM HIM. BEHOLD, I AM HE THAT DELIVERED IT UNTO YOU. AND BEHOLD, I AM SENT TO COMMAND THEE THAT THOU RETURN TO THE CITY OF AMMONIHAH, AND PREACH AGAIN UNTO THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY; YEA, PREACH UNTO THEM. YEA, SAY UNTO THEM, EXCEPT THEY REPENT THE LORD GOD WILL DESTROY THEM. FOR BEHOLD, THEY DO STUDY AT THIS TIME THAT THEY MAY DESTROY THE LIBERTY OF THY PEOPLE, (FOR THUS SAITH THE LORD) WHICH IS CONTRARY TO THE STATUTES, AND JUDGMENTS, AND COMMANDMENTS WHICH HE HAS GIVEN UNTO HIS PEOPLE. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER ALMA HAD RECEIVED HIS MESSAGE FROM THE ANGEL OF THE LORD, HE RETURNED SPEEDILY TO THE LAND OF AMMONIHAH. AND HE ENTERED THE CITY BY ANOTHER WAY, YEA, BY THE WAY WHICH IS ON THE SOUTH OF THE CITY OF AMMONIHAH. AND AS HE ENTERED THE CITY, HE WAS A HUNGERED, AND HE SAID TO A MAN: WILL YE GIVE TO A HUMBLE SERVANT OF GOD SOMETHING TO EAT? AND THE MAN SAID UNTO HIM: I AM A NEPHITE, AND I KNOW THAT THOU ART A HOLY PROPHET OF GOD, FOR THOU ART THE MAN WHOM AN ANGEL SAID IN A VISION: THOU SHALT RECEIVE. THEREFORE, GO WITH ME INTO MY HOUSE AND I WILL IMPART UNTO THEE OF MY FOOD; AND I KNOW THAT THOU WILT BE A BLESSING UNTO ME AND MY HOUSE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE MAN RECEIVED HIM INTO HIS HOUSE; AND THE MAN WAS CALLED AMULEK; AND HE BROUGHT FORTH BREAD AND MEAT AND SET BEFORE ALMA. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA ATE BREAD AND WAS FILLED; AND HE BLESSED AMULEK AND HIS HOUSE, AND HE GAVE THANKS UNTO GOD. AND AFTER HE HAD EATEN AND WAS FILLED, HE SAID UNTO AMULEK: I AM ALMA, AND AM THE HIGH PRIEST OVER THE CHURCH OF GOD THROUGHOUT THE LAND. AND BEHOLD, I HAVE BEEN CALLED TO PREACH THE WORD OF GOD AMONG ALL THIS PEOPLE, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF REVELATION AND PROPHECY; AND I WAS IN THIS LAND AND THEY WOULD NOT RECEIVE ME, BUT THEY CAST ME OUT AND I WAS ABOUT TO SET MY BACK TOWARDS THIS LAND FOREVER. BUT BEHOLD, I HAVE BEEN COMMANDED THAT I SHOULD TURN AGAIN AND PROPHESY UNTO THIS PEOPLE, YEA, AND TO TESTIFY AGAINST THEM CONCERNING THEIR INIQUITIES. AND NOW, AMULEK, BECAUSE THOU HAST FED ME AND TAKEN ME IN, THOU ART BLESSED; FOR I WAS A HUNGERED, FOR I HAD FASTED MANY DAYS. AND ALMA TARRIED MANY DAYS WITH AMULEK BEFORE HE BEGAN TO PREACH UNTO THE PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE DID WAX MORE GROSS IN THEIR INIQUITIES. AND THE WORD CAME TO ALMA, SAYING: GO; AND ALSO SAY UNTO MY SERVANT AMULEK, GO FORTH AND PROPHESY UNTO THIS PEOPLE, SAYING—REPENT YE, FOR THUS SAITH THE LORD, EXCEPT YE REPENT I WILL VISIT THIS PEOPLE IN MINE ANGER; YEA, AND I WILL NOT TURN MY FIERCE ANGER AWAY. AND ALMA WENT FORTH, AND ALSO AMULEK, AMONG THE PEOPLE, TO DECLARE THE WORDS OF GOD UNTO THEM; AND THEY WERE FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST. AND THEY HAD POWER GIVEN UNTO THEM, INSOMUCH THAT THEY COULD NOT BE CONFINED IN DUNGEONS; NEITHER WAS IT POSSIBLE THAT ANY MAN COULD SLAY THEM; NEVERTHELESS, THEY DID NOT EXERCISE THEIR POWER UNTIL THEY WERE BOUND IN BANDS AND CAST INTO PRISON. NOW, THIS WAS DONE THAT THE LORD MIGHT SHOW FORTH HIS POWER IN THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WENT FORTH AND BEGAN TO PREACH AND TO PROPHESY UNTO THE PEOPLE, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT AND POWER WHICH THE LORD HAD GIVEN THEM. THE WORDS OF ALMA, AND ALSO THE WORDS OF AMULEK, WHICH WERE DECLARED UNTO THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF AMMONIHAH. AND ALSO, THEY ARE CAST INTO PRISON, AND DELIVERED BY THE MIRACULOUS POWER OF GOD WHICH WAS IN THEM, ACCORDING TO THE RECORD OF ALMA. 
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AND AGAIN, I, ALMA, HAVING BEEN COMMANDED OF GOD THAT I SHOULD TAKE AMULEK AND GO FORTH AND PREACH AGAIN UNTO THIS PEOPLE, OR THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE CITY OF AMMONIHAH, IT CAME TO PASS AS I BEGAN TO PREACH UNTO THEM, THEY BEGAN TO CONTEND WITH ME, SAYING: WHO ART THOU? SUPPOSE YE THAT WE SHALL BELIEVE THE TESTIMONY OF ONE MAN, ALTHOUGH HE SHOULD PREACH UNTO US THAT THE EARTH SHOULD PASS AWAY? NOW THEY UNDERSTOOD NOT THE WORDS WHICH THEY SPAKE; FOR THEY KNEW NOT THAT THE EARTH SHOULD PASS AWAY. AND THEY SAID ALSO: WE WILL NOT BELIEVE THY WORDS IF THOU SHOULDST PROPHESY THAT THIS GREAT CITY SHOULD BE DESTROYED IN ONE DAY. NOW THEY KNEW NOT THAT GOD COULD DO SUCH MARVELOUS WORKS, FOR THEY WERE A HARD-HEARTED AND A STIFFNECKED PEOPLE. AND THEY SAID: WHO IS GOD, THAT SENDETH NO MORE AUTHORITY THAN ONE MAN AMONG THIS PEOPLE, TO DECLARE UNTO THEM THE TRUTH OF SUCH GREAT AND MARVELOUS THINGS? AND THEY STOOD FORTH TO LAY THEIR HANDS ON ME; BUT BEHOLD, THEY DID NOT. AND I STOOD WITH BOLDNESS TO DECLARE UNTO THEM, YEA, I DID BOLDLY TESTIFY UNTO THEM, SAYING: BEHOLD, O YE WICKED AND PERVERSE GENERATION, HOW HAVE YE FORGOTTEN THE TRADITION OF YOUR FATHERS; YEA, HOW SOON YE HAVE FORGOTTEN THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. DO YE NOT REMEMBER THAT OUR FATHER, LEHI, WAS BROUGHT OUT OF JERUSALEM BY THE HAND OF GOD? DO YE NOT REMEMBER THAT THEY WERE ALL LED BY HIM THROUGH THE WILDERNESS? AND HAVE YE FORGOTTEN SO SOON HOW MANY TIMES HE DELIVERED OUR FATHERS OUT OF THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND PRESERVED THEM FROM BEING DESTROYED, EVEN BY THE HANDS OF THEIR OWN BRETHREN? YEA, AND IF IT HAD NOT BEEN FOR HIS MATCHLESS POWER, AND HIS MERCY, AND HIS LONG-SUFFERING TOWARDS US, WE SHOULD UNAVOIDABLY HAVE BEEN CUT OFF FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH LONG BEFORE THIS PERIOD OF TIME, AND PERHAPS BEEN CONSIGNED TO A STATE OF ENDLESS MISERY AND WOE. BEHOLD, NOW I SAY UNTO YOU THAT HE COMMANDETH YOU TO REPENT; AND EXCEPT YE REPENT, YE CAN IN NOWISE INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD. BUT BEHOLD, THIS IS NOT ALL—HE HAS COMMANDED YOU TO REPENT, OR HE WILL UTTERLY DESTROY YOU FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH; YEA, HE WILL VISIT YOU IN HIS ANGER, AND IN HIS FIERCE ANGER HE WILL NOT TURN AWAY. BEHOLD, DO YE NOT REMEMBER THE WORDS WHICH HE SPAKE UNTO LEHI, SAYING THAT: INASMUCH AS YE SHALL KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, YE SHALL PROSPER IN THE LAND? AND AGAIN, IT IS SAID THAT: INASMUCH AS YE WILL NOT KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS YE SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. NOW I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER, THAT INASMUCH AS THE LAMANITES HAVE NOT KEPT THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, THEY HAVE BEEN CUT OFF FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. NOW WE SEE THAT THE WORD OF THE LORD HAS BEEN VERIFIED IN THIS THING, AND THE LAMANITES HAVE BEEN CUT OFF FROM HIS PRESENCE, FROM THE BEGINNING OF THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS IN THE LAND. NEVERTHELESS, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT IT SHALL BE MORE TOLERABLE FOR THEM IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT THAN FOR YOU, IF YE REMAIN IN YOUR SINS, YEA, AND EVEN MORE TOLERABLE FOR THEM IN THIS LIFE THAN FOR YOU, EXCEPT YE REPENT. FOR THERE ARE MANY PROMISES WHICH ARE EXTENDED TO THE LAMANITES; FOR IT IS BECAUSE OF THE TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS THAT CAUSED THEM TO REMAIN IN THEIR STATE OF IGNORANCE; THEREFORE, THE LORD WILL BE MERCIFUL UNTO THEM AND PROLONG THEIR EXISTENCE IN THE LAND. AND AT SOME PERIOD OF TIME THEY WILL BE BROUGHT TO BELIEVE IN HIS WORD, AND TO KNOW OF THE INCORRECTNESS OF THE TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS; AND MANY OF THEM WILL BE SAVED, FOR THE LORD WILL BE MERCIFUL UNTO ALL WHO CALL ON HIS NAME. BUT BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT IF YE PERSIST IN YOUR WICKEDNESS THAT YOUR DAYS SHALL NOT BE PROLONGED IN THE LAND, FOR THE LAMANITES SHALL BE SENT UPON YOU; AND IF YE REPENT NOT THEY SHALL COME IN A TIME WHEN YOU KNOW NOT, AND YE SHALL BE VISITED WITH UTTER DESTRUCTION; AND IT SHALL BE ACCORDING TO THE FIERCE ANGER OF THE LORD. FOR HE WILL NOT SUFFER YOU THAT YE SHALL LIVE IN YOUR INIQUITIES, TO DESTROY HIS PEOPLE. I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY; HE WOULD RATHER SUFFER THAT THE LAMANITES MIGHT DESTROY ALL HIS PEOPLE WHO ARE CALLED THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE THAT THEY COULD FALL INTO SINS AND TRANSGRESSIONS, AFTER HAVING HAD SO MUCH LIGHT AND SO MUCH KNOWLEDGE GIVEN UNTO THEM OF THE LORD THEIR GOD; YEA, AFTER HAVING BEEN SUCH A HIGHLY FAVORED PEOPLE OF THE LORD; YEA, AFTER HAVING BEEN FAVORED ABOVE EVERY OTHER NATION, KINDRED, TONGUE, OR PEOPLE; AFTER HAVING HAD ALL THINGS MADE KNOWN UNTO THEM, ACCORDING TO THEIR DESIRES, AND THEIR FAITH, AND PRAYERS, OF THAT WHICH HAS BEEN, AND WHICH IS, AND WHICH IS TO COME; HAVING BEEN VISITED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD; HAVING CONVERSED WITH ANGELS, AND HAVING BEEN SPOKEN UNTO BY THE VOICE OF THE LORD; AND HAVING THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY, AND THE SPIRIT OF REVELATION, AND ALSO MANY GIFTS, THE GIFT OF SPEAKING WITH TONGUES, AND THE GIFT OF PREACHING, AND THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST, AND THE GIFT OF TRANSLATION; YEA, AND AFTER HAVING BEEN DELIVERED OF GOD OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, BY THE HAND OF THE LORD; HAVING BEEN SAVED FROM FAMINE, AND FROM SICKNESS, AND ALL MANNER OF DISEASES OF EVERY KIND; AND THEY HAVING WAXED STRONG IN BATTLE, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE DESTROYED; HAVING BEEN BROUGHT OUT OF BONDAGE TIME AFTER TIME, AND HAVING BEEN KEPT AND PRESERVED UNTIL NOW; AND THEY HAVE BEEN PROSPERED UNTIL THEY ARE RICH IN ALL MANNER OF THINGS—AND NOW BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT IF THIS PEOPLE, WHO HAVE RECEIVED SO MANY BLESSINGS FROM THE HAND OF THE LORD, SHOULD TRANSGRESS CONTRARY TO THE LIGHT AND KNOWLEDGE WHICH THEY DO HAVE, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT IF THIS BE THE CASE, THAT IF THEY SHOULD FALL INTO TRANSGRESSION, IT WOULD BE FAR MORE TOLERABLE FOR THE LAMANITES THAN FOR THEM. FOR BEHOLD, THE PROMISES OF THE LORD ARE EXTENDED TO THE LAMANITES, BUT THEY ARE NOT UNTO YOU IF YE TRANSGRESS; FOR HAS NOT THE LORD EXPRESSLY PROMISED AND FIRMLY DECREED, THAT IF YE WILL REBEL AGAINST HIM THAT YE SHALL UTTERLY BE DESTROYED FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH? AND NOW FOR THIS CAUSE, THAT YE MAY NOT BE DESTROYED, THE LORD HAS SENT HIS ANGEL TO VISIT MANY OF HIS PEOPLE, DECLARING UNTO THEM THAT THEY MUST GO FORTH AND CRY MIGHTILY UNTO THIS PEOPLE, SAYING: REPENT YE, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS NIGH AT HAND; AND NOT MANY DAYS HENCE THE SON OF GOD SHALL COME IN HIS GLORY; AND HIS GLORY SHALL BE THE GLORY OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], FULL OF GRACE, EQUITY, AND TRUTH, FULL OF PATIENCE, MERCY, AND LONG-SUFFERING, QUICK TO HEAR THE CRIES OF HIS PEOPLE AND TO ANSWER THEIR PRAYERS. AND BEHOLD, HE COMETH TO REDEEM THOSE WHO WILL BE BAPTIZED UNTO REPENTANCE, THROUGH FAITH ON HIS NAME. THEREFORE, PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE LORD, FOR THE TIME IS AT HAND THAT ALL MEN SHALL REAP A REWARD OF THEIR WORKS, ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN—IF THEY HAVE BEEN RIGHTEOUS THEY SHALL REAP THE SALVATION OF THEIR SOULS, ACCORDING TO THE POWER AND DELIVERANCE OF JESUS CHRIST; AND IF THEY HAVE BEEN EVIL THEY SHALL REAP THE DAMNATION OF THEIR SOULS, ACCORDING TO THE POWER AND CAPTIVATION OF THE DEVIL. NOW BEHOLD, THIS IS THE VOICE OF THE ANGEL, CRYING UNTO THE PEOPLE. AND NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, FOR YE ARE MY BRETHREN, AND YE OUGHT TO BE BELOVED, AND YE OUGHT TO BRING FORTH WORKS WHICH ARE MEET FOR REPENTANCE, SEEING THAT YOUR HEARTS HAVE BEEN GROSSLY HARDENED AGAINST THE WORD OF GOD, AND SEEING THAT YE ARE A LOST AND A FALLEN PEOPLE. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN I, ALMA, HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, BEHOLD, THE PEOPLE WERE WROTH WITH ME BECAUSE I SAID UNTO THEM THAT THEY WERE A HARD-HEARTED AND A STIFFNECKED PEOPLE. AND ALSO, BECAUSE I SAID UNTO THEM THAT THEY WERE A LOST AND A FALLEN PEOPLE THEY WERE ANGRY WITH ME, AND SOUGHT TO LAY THEIR HANDS UPON ME, THAT THEY MIGHT CAST ME INTO PRISON. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD DID NOT SUFFER THEM THAT THEY SHOULD TAKE ME AT THAT TIME AND CAST ME INTO PRISON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMULEK WENT AND STOOD FORTH, AND BEGAN TO PREACH UNTO THEM ALSO. AND NOW THE WORDS OF AMULEK ARE NOT ALL WRITTEN, NEVERTHELESS A PART OF HIS WORDS ARE WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK.
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NOW THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH AMULEK PREACHED UNTO THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF AMMONIHAH, SAYING: I AM AMULEK; I AM THE SON OF GIDDONAH, WHO WAS THE SON OF ISHMAEL, WHO WAS A DESCENDANT OF AMINADI; AND IT WAS THAT SAME AMINADI WHO INTERPRETED THE WRITING WHICH WAS UPON THE WALL OF THE TEMPLE, WHICH WAS WRITTEN BY THE FINGER OF GOD. AND AMINADI WAS A DESCENDANT OF NEPHI, WHO WAS THE SON OF LEHI, WHO CAME OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, WHO WAS A DESCENDANT OF MANASSEH, WHO WAS THE SON OF JOSEPH WHO WAS SOLD INTO EGYPT BY THE HANDS OF HIS BRETHREN. AND BEHOLD, I AM ALSO A MAN OF NO SMALL REPUTATION AMONG ALL THOSE WHO KNOW ME; YEA, AND BEHOLD, I HAVE MANY KINDREDS AND FRIENDS, AND I HAVE ALSO ACQUIRED MUCH RICHES BY THE HAND OF MY INDUSTRY. NEVERTHELESS, AFTER ALL THIS, I NEVER HAVE KNOWN MUCH OF THE WAYS OF THE LORD, AND HIS MYSTERIES AND MARVELOUS POWER. I SAID I NEVER HAD KNOWN MUCH OF THESE THINGS; BUT BEHOLD, I MISTAKE, FOR I HAVE SEEN MUCH OF HIS MYSTERIES AND HIS MARVELOUS POWER; YEA, EVEN IN THE PRESERVATION OF THE LIVES OF THIS PEOPLE. NEVERTHELESS, I DID HARDEN MY HEART, FOR I WAS CALLED MANY TIMES AND I WOULD NOT HEAR; THEREFORE, I KNEW CONCERNING THESE THINGS, YET I WOULD NOT KNOW; THEREFORE, I WENT ON REBELLING AGAINST GOD, IN THE WICKEDNESS OF MY HEART, EVEN UNTIL THE FOURTH DAY OF THIS SEVENTH MONTH, WHICH IS IN THE TENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. AS I WAS JOURNEYING TO SEE A VERY NEAR KINDRED, BEHOLD AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED UNTO ME AND SAID: AMULEK, RETURN TO THINE OWN HOUSE, FOR THOU SHALT FEED A PROPHET OF THE LORD; YEA, A HOLY MAN, WHO IS A CHOSEN MAN OF GOD; FOR HE HAS FASTED MANY DAYS BECAUSE OF THE SINS OF THIS PEOPLE, AND HE IS AN HUNGERED, AND THOU SHALT RECEIVE HIM INTO THY HOUSE AND FEED HIM, AND HE SHALL BLESS THEE AND THY HOUSE; AND THE BLESSING OF THE LORD SHALL REST UPON THEE AND THY HOUSE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I OBEYED THE VOICE OF THE ANGEL, AND RETURNED TOWARDS MY HOUSE. AND AS I WAS GOING THITHER, I FOUND THE MAN WHOM THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME: THOU SHALT RECEIVE INTO THY HOUSE—AND BEHOLD IT WAS THIS SAME MAN WHO HAS BEEN SPEAKING UNTO YOU CONCERNING THE THINGS OF GOD. AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME HE IS A HOLY MAN; WHEREFORE I KNOW HE IS A HOLY MAN BECAUSE IT WAS SAID BY AN ANGEL OF GOD. AND AGAIN, I KNOW THAT THE THINGS WHEREOF HE HATH TESTIFIED ARE TRUE; FOR BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT AS THE LORD LIVETH, EVEN SO HAS HE SENT HIS ANGEL TO MAKE THESE THINGS MANIFEST UNTO ME; AND THIS HE HAS DONE WHILE THIS ALMA HATH DWELT AT MY HOUSE. FOR BEHOLD, HE HATH BLESSED MINE HOUSE, HE HATH BLESSED ME, AND MY WOMEN, AND MY CHILDREN, AND MY FATHER AND MY KINSFOLK; YEA, EVEN ALL MY KINDRED HATH HE BLESSED, AND THE BLESSING OF THE LORD HATH RESTED UPON US ACCORDING TO THE WORDS WHICH HE SPAKE. AND NOW, WHEN AMULEK HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO BE ASTONISHED, SEEING THERE WAS MORE THAN ONE WITNESS WHO TESTIFIED OF THE THINGS WHEREOF THEY WERE ACCUSED, AND ALSO OF THE THINGS WHICH WERE TO COME, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY WHICH WAS IN THEM. NEVERTHELESS, THERE WERE SOME AMONG THEM WHO THOUGHT TO QUESTION THEM, THAT BY THEIR CUNNING DEVICES THEY MIGHT CATCH THEM IN THEIR WORDS, THAT THEY MIGHT FIND WITNESS AGAINST THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT DELIVER THEM TO THEIR JUDGES THAT THEY MIGHT BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THE LAW, AND THAT THEY MIGHT BE SLAIN OR CAST INTO PRISON, ACCORDING TO THE CRIME WHICH THEY COULD MAKE APPEAR OR WITNESS AGAINST THEM. NOW IT WAS THOSE MEN WHO SOUGHT TO DESTROY THEM, WHO WERE LAWYERS, WHO WERE HIRED OR APPOINTED BY THE PEOPLE TO ADMINISTER THE LAW AT THEIR TIMES OF TRIALS, OR AT THE TRIALS OF THE CRIMES OF THE PEOPLE BEFORE THE JUDGES. NOW THESE LAWYERS WERE LEARNED IN ALL THE ARTS AND CUNNING OF THE PEOPLE; AND THIS WAS TO ENABLE THEM THAT THEY MIGHT BE SKILFUL IN THEIR PROFESSION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY BEGAN TO QUESTION AMULEK, THAT THEREBY THEY MIGHT MAKE HIM CROSS HIS WORDS, OR CONTRADICT THE WORDS WHICH HE SHOULD SPEAK. NOW THEY KNEW NOT THAT AMULEK COULD KNOW OF THEIR DESIGNS. BUT IT CAME TO PASS AS THEY BEGAN TO QUESTION HIM, HE PERCEIVED THEIR THOUGHTS, AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: O YE WICKED AND PERVERSE GENERATION, YE LAWYERS AND HYPOCRITES, FOR YE ARE LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE DEVIL; FOR YE ARE LAYING TRAPS AND SNARES TO CATCH THE HOLY ONES OF GOD. YE ARE LAYING PLANS TO PERVERT THE WAYS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, AND TO BRING DOWN THE WRATH OF GOD UPON YOUR HEADS, EVEN TO THE UTTER DESTRUCTION OF THIS PEOPLE. YEA, WELL DID MOSIAH SAY, WHO WAS OUR LAST KING, WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO DELIVER UP THE KINGDOM, HAVING NO ONE TO CONFER IT UPON, CAUSING THAT THIS PEOPLE SHOULD BE GOVERNED BY THEIR OWN VOICES—YEA, WELL DID HE SAY THAT IF THE TIME SHOULD COME THAT THE VOICE OF THIS PEOPLE SHOULD CHOOSE INIQUITY, THAT IS, IF THE TIME SHOULD COME THAT THIS PEOPLE SHOULD FALL INTO TRANSGRESSION, THEY WOULD BE RIPE FOR DESTRUCTION. AND NOW I SAY UNTO YOU THAT WELL DOTH THE LORD JUDGE OF YOUR INIQUITIES; WELL DOTH HE, CRY UNTO THIS PEOPLE, BY THE VOICE OF HIS ANGELS: REPENT YE, REPENT, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND. YEA, WELL DOTH HE, CRY, BY THE VOICE OF HIS ANGELS THAT: I WILL COME DOWN AMONG MY PEOPLE, WITH EQUITY AND JUSTICE IN MY HANDS. YEA, AND I SAY UNTO YOU THAT IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE PRAYERS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, WHO ARE NOW IN THE LAND, THAT YE WOULD EVEN NOW BE VISITED WITH UTTER DESTRUCTION; YET IT WOULD NOT BE BY FLOOD, AS WERE THE PEOPLE IN THE DAYS OF NOAH, BUT IT WOULD BE BY FAMINE, AND BY PESTILENCE, AND THE SWORD. BUT IT IS BY THE PRAYERS OF THE RIGHTEOUS THAT YE ARE SPARED; NOW THEREFORE, IF YE WILL CAST OUT THE RIGHTEOUS FROM AMONG YOU THEN WILL NOT THE LORD STAY HIS HAND; BUT IN HIS FIERCE ANGER HE WILL COME OUT AGAINST YOU; THEN YE SHALL BE SMITTEN BY FAMINE, AND BY PESTILENCE, AND BY THE SWORD; AND THE TIME IS SOON AT HAND EXCEPT YE REPENT. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE WERE MORE-ANGRY WITH AMULEK, AND THEY CRIED OUT, SAYING: THIS MAN DOTH REVILE AGAINST OUR LAWS WHICH ARE JUST, AND OUR WISE LAWYERS WHOM WE HAVE SELECTED. BUT AMULEK STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND, AND CRIED THE MIGHTIER UNTO THEM, SAYING: O YE WICKED AND PERVERSE GENERATION, WHY HATH SATAN GOT SUCH GREAT HOLD UPON YOUR HEARTS? WHY WILL YE YIELD YOURSELVES UNTO HIM THAT HE MAY HAVE POWER OVER YOU, TO BLIND YOUR EYES, THAT YE WILL NOT UNDERSTAND THE WORDS WHICH ARE SPOKEN, ACCORDING TO THEIR TRUTH? FOR BEHOLD, HAVE I TESTIFIED AGAINST YOUR LAW? YE DO NOT UNDERSTAND; YE SAY THAT I HAVE SPOKEN AGAINST YOUR LAW; BUT I HAVE NOT, BUT I HAVE SPOKEN IN FAVOR OF YOUR LAW, TO YOUR CONDEMNATION. AND NOW BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THE FOUNDATION OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THIS PEOPLE IS BEGINNING TO BE LAID BY THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF YOUR LAWYERS AND YOUR JUDGES. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN AMULEK HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS THE PEOPLE CRIED OUT AGAINST HIM, SAYING: NOW WE KNOW THAT THIS MAN IS A CHILD OF THE DEVIL, FOR HE HATH LIED UNTO US; FOR HE HATH SPOKEN AGAINST OUR LAW. AND NOW HE SAYS THAT HE HAS NOT SPOKEN AGAINST IT. AND AGAIN, HE HAS REVILED AGAINST OUR LAWYERS, AND OUR JUDGES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAWYERS PUT IT INTO THEIR HEARTS THAT THEY SHOULD REMEMBER THESE THINGS AGAINST HIM. AND THERE WAS ONE AMONG THEM WHOSE NAME WAS ZEEZROM. NOW HE WAS THE FOREMOST TO ACCUSE AMULEK AND ALMA, HE BEING ONE OF THE MOST EXPERT AMONG THEM, HAVING MUCH BUSINESS TO DO AMONG THE PEOPLE. NOW THE OBJECT OF THESE LAWYERS WAS TO GET GAIN; AND THEY GOT GAIN ACCORDING TO THEIR EMPLOY. NOW IT WAS IN THE LAW OF MOSIAH THAT EVERY MAN WHO WAS A JUDGE OF THE LAW, OR THOSE WHO WERE APPOINTED TO BE JUDGES, SHOULD RECEIVE WAGES ACCORDING TO THE TIME WHICH THEY LABORED TO JUDGE THOSE WHO WERE BROUGHT BEFORE THEM TO BE JUDGED. NOW IF A MAN OWED ANOTHER, AND HE WOULD NOT PAY THAT WHICH HE DID OWE, HE WAS COMPLAINED OF TO THE JUDGE; AND THE JUDGE EXECUTED AUTHORITY, AND SENT FORTH OFFICERS THAT THE MAN SHOULD BE BROUGHT BEFORE HIM; AND HE JUDGED THE MAN ACCORDING TO THE LAW AND THE EVIDENCES WHICH WERE BROUGHT AGAINST HIM, AND THUS THE MAN WAS COMPELLED TO PAY THAT WHICH HE OWED, OR BE STRIPPED, OR BE CAST OUT FROM AMONG THE PEOPLE AS A THIEF AND A ROBBER. AND THE JUDGE RECEIVED FOR HIS WAGES ACCORDING TO HIS TIME—A SENINE OF GOLD FOR A DAY, OR A SENUM OF SILVER, WHICH IS EQUAL TO A SENINE OF GOLD; AND THIS IS ACCORDING TO THE LAW WHICH WAS GIVEN. NOW THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE DIFFERENT PIECES OF THEIR GOLD, AND OF THEIR SILVER, ACCORDING TO THEIR VALUE. AND THE NAMES ARE GIVEN BY THE NEPHITES, FOR THEY DID NOT RECKON AFTER THE MANNER OF THE JEWS WHO WERE AT JERUSALEM; NEITHER DID THEY MEASURE AFTER THE MANNER OF THE JEWS; BUT THEY ALTERED THEIR RECKONING AND THEIR MEASURE, ACCORDING TO THE MINDS AND THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PEOPLE, IN EVERY GENERATION, UNTIL THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, THEY HAVING BEEN ESTABLISHED BY KING MOSIAH. NOW THE RECKONING IS THUS—A SENINE OF GOLD, A SEON OF GOLD, A SHUM OF GOLD, AND A LIMNAH OF GOLD. A SENUM OF SILVER, AN AMNOR OF SILVER, AN EZROM OF SILVER, AND AN ONTI OF SILVER. A SENUM OF SILVER WAS EQUAL TO A SENINE OF GOLD, AND EITHER FOR A MEASURE OF BARLEY, AND ALSO FOR A MEASURE OF EVERY KIND OF GRAIN. NOW THE AMOUNT OF A SEON OF GOLD WAS TWICE THE VALUE OF A SENINE. AND A SHUM OF GOLD WAS TWICE THE VALUE OF A SEON. AND A LIMNAH OF GOLD WAS THE VALUE OF THEM ALL. AND AN AMNOR OF SILVER WAS AS GREAT AS TWO SENUMS. AND AN EZROM OF SILVER WAS AS GREAT AS FOUR SENUMS. AND AN ONTI WAS AS GREAT AS THEM ALL. NOW THIS IS THE VALUE OF THE LESSER NUMBERS OF THEIR RECKONING—A SHIBLON IS HALF OF A SENUM; THEREFORE, A SHIBLON FOR HALF A MEASURE OF BARLEY. AND A SHIBLUM IS A HALF OF A SHIBLON. AND A LEAH IS THE HALF OF A SHIBLUM. NOW THIS IS THEIR NUMBER, ACCORDING TO THEIR RECKONING. NOW AN ANTION OF GOLD IS EQUAL TO THREE SHIBLONS. NOW, IT WAS FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE TO GET GAIN, BECAUSE THEY RECEIVED THEIR WAGES ACCORDING TO THEIR EMPLOY, THEREFORE, THEY DID STIR UP THE PEOPLE TO RIOTINGS, AND ALL MANNER OF DISTURBANCES AND WICKEDNESS, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE MORE EMPLOY, THAT THEY MIGHT GET MONEY ACCORDING TO THE SUITS WHICH WERE BROUGHT BEFORE THEM; THEREFORE, THEY DID STIR UP THE PEOPLE AGAINST ALMA AND AMULEK. AND THIS ZEEZROM BEGAN TO QUESTION AMULEK, SAYING: WILL YE ANSWER ME A FEW QUESTIONS WHICH I SHALL ASK YOU? NOW ZEEZROM WAS A MAN WHO WAS EXPERT IN THE DEVICES OF THE DEVIL, THAT HE MIGHT DESTROY THAT WHICH WAS GOOD; THEREFORE, HE SAID UNTO AMULEK: WILL YE ANSWER THE QUESTIONS WHICH I SHALL PUT UNTO YOU? AND AMULEK SAID UNTO HIM: YEA, IF IT BE ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD, WHICH IS IN ME; FOR I SHALL SAY NOTHING WHICH IS CONTRARY TO THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD. AND ZEEZROM SAID UNTO HIM: BEHOLD, HERE ARE SIX ONTIES OF SILVER, AND ALL THESE WILL I GIVE THEE IF THOU WILT DENY THE EXISTENCE OF A SUPREME BEING. NOW AMULEK SAID: O THOU CHILD OF HELL, WHY TEMPT YE ME? KNOWEST THOU THAT THE RIGHTEOUS YIELDETH TO NO SUCH TEMPTATIONS? BELIEVEST THOU THAT THERE IS NO GOD? I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY, THOU KNOWEST THAT THERE IS A GOD, BUT THOU LOVEST THAT LUCRE MORE THAN HIM. AND NOW THOU HAST LIED BEFORE GOD UNTO ME. THOU SAIDST UNTO ME—BEHOLD THESE SIX ONTIES, WHICH ARE OF GREAT WORTH, I WILL GIVE UNTO THEE—WHEN THOU HADST IT IN THY HEART TO RETAIN THEM FROM ME; AND IT WAS ONLY THY DESIRE THAT I SHOULD DENY THE TRUE AND LIVING GOD, THAT THOU MIGHTEST HAVE CAUSE TO DESTROY ME. AND NOW BEHOLD, FOR THIS GREAT EVIL THOU SHALT HAVE THY REWARD. AND ZEEZROM SAID UNTO HIM: THOU SAYEST THERE IS A TRUE AND LIVING GOD? AND AMULEK SAID: YEA, THERE IS A TRUE AND LIVING GOD. NOW ZEEZROM SAID: IS THERE MORE THAN ONE GOD? AND HE ANSWERED, NO. NOW ZEEZROM SAID UNTO HIM AGAIN: HOW KNOWEST THOU THESE THINGS? AND HE SAID: AN ANGEL HATH MADE THEM KNOWN UNTO ME. AND ZEEZROM SAID AGAIN: WHO IS HE THAT SHALL COME? IS IT THE SON OF GOD? AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, YEA. AND ZEEZROM SAID AGAIN: SHALL HE SAVE HIS PEOPLE IN THEIR SINS? AND AMULEK ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM: I SAY UNTO YOU HE SHALL NOT, FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO DENY HIS WORD. NOW ZEEZROM SAID UNTO THE PEOPLE: SEE THAT YE REMEMBER THESE THINGS; FOR HE SAID THERE IS BUT ONE GOD; YET HE SAITH THAT THE SON OF GOD SHALL COME, BUT HE SHALL NOT SAVE HIS PEOPLE—AS THOUGH HE HAD AUTHORITY TO COMMAND GOD. NOW AMULEK SAITH AGAIN UNTO HIM: BEHOLD THOU HAST LIED, FOR THOU SAYEST THAT I SPAKE AS THOUGH I HAD AUTHORITY TO COMMAND GOD BECAUSE I SAID HE SHALL NOT SAVE HIS PEOPLE IN THEIR SINS. AND I SAY UNTO YOU AGAIN THAT HE CANNOT SAVE THEM IN THEIR SINS; FOR I CANNOT DENY HIS WORD, AND HE HATH SAID THAT NO UNCLEAN THING CAN INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; THEREFORE, HOW CAN YE BE SAVED, EXCEPT YE INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN? THEREFORE, YE CANNOT BE SAVED IN YOUR SINS. NOW ZEEZROM SAITH AGAIN UNTO HIM: IS THE SON OF GOD THE VERY ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN]? AND AMULEK SAID UNTO HIM: YEA, HE IS THE VERY ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN] OF HEAVEN AND OF EARTH, AND ALL THINGS WHICH IN THEM ARE; HE IS THE BEGINNING AND THE END, THE FIRST AND THE LAST; AND HE SHALL COME INTO THE WORLD TO REDEEM HIS PEOPLE; AND HE SHALL TAKE UPON HIM THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE ON HIS NAME; AND THESE ARE THEY THAT SHALL HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, AND SALVATION COMETH TO NONE ELSE. THEREFORE, THE WICKED REMAIN AS THOUGH THERE HAD BEEN NO REDEMPTION MADE, EXCEPT IT BE THE LOOSING OF THE BANDS OF DEATH; FOR BEHOLD, THE DAY COMETH THAT ALL SHALL RISE FROM THE DEAD AND STAND BEFORE GOD, AND BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS. NOW, THERE IS A DEATH WHICH IS CALLED A TEMPORAL DEATH; AND THE DEATH OF CHRIST SHALL, LOOSE THE BANDS OF THIS TEMPORAL DEATH, THAT ALL SHALL BE RAISED FROM THIS TEMPORAL DEATH. THE SPIRIT AND THE BODY SHALL BE REUNITED AGAIN IN ITS PERFECT FORM; BOTH LIMB AND JOINT SHALL BE RESTORED TO ITS PROPER FRAME, EVEN AS WE NOW ARE AT THIS TIME; AND WE SHALL BE BROUGHT TO STAND BEFORE GOD, KNOWING EVEN AS WE KNOW NOW, AND HAVE A BRIGHT RECOLLECTION OF ALL OUR GUILT. NOW, THIS RESTORATION SHALL COME TO ALL, BOTH OLD AND YOUNG, BOTH BOND AND FREE, BOTH MALE AND FEMALE, BOTH THE WICKED AND THE RIGHTEOUS; AND EVEN THERE SHALL NOT SO MUCH AS A HAIR OF THEIR HEADS BE LOST; BUT EVERY THING SHALL BE RESTORED TO ITS PERFECT FRAME, AS IT IS NOW, OR IN THE BODY, AND SHALL BE BROUGHT AND BE ARRAIGNED BEFORE THE BAR OF CHRIST THE SON [ENOCH], AND GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24], WHICH IS ONE ETERNAL GOD, TO BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS, WHETHER THEY BE GOOD OR WHETHER THEY BE EVIL. NOW, BEHOLD, I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU CONCERNING THE DEATH OF THE MORTAL BODY, AND ALSO CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION OF THE MORTAL BODY. I SAY UNTO YOU THAT THIS MORTAL BODY IS RAISED TO AN IMMORTAL BODY, THAT IS FROM DEATH, EVEN FROM THE FIRST DEATH UNTO LIFE, THAT THEY CAN DIE NO MORE; THEIR SPIRITS UNITING WITH THEIR BODIES, NEVER TO BE DIVIDED; THUS, THE WHOLE BECOMING SPIRITUAL AND IMMORTAL, THAT THEY CAN NO MORE SEE CORRUPTION. NOW, WHEN AMULEK HAD FINISHED THESE WORDS THE PEOPLE BEGAN AGAIN TO BE ASTONISHED, AND ALSO ZEEZROM BEGAN TO TREMBLE. AND THUS, ENDED THE WORDS OF AMULEK, OR THIS IS ALL THAT I HAVE WRITTEN.
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NOW ALMA, SEEING THAT THE WORDS OF AMULEK HAD SILENCED ZEEZROM, FOR HE BEHELD THAT AMULEK HAD CAUGHT HIM IN HIS LYING AND DECEIVING TO DESTROY HIM, AND SEEING THAT HE BEGAN TO TREMBLE UNDER A CONSCIOUSNESS OF HIS GUILT, HE OPENED HIS MOUTH AND BEGAN TO SPEAK UNTO HIM, AND TO ESTABLISH THE WORDS OF AMULEK, AND TO EXPLAIN THINGS BEYOND, OR TO UNFOLD THE SCRIPTURES BEYOND THAT WHICH AMULEK HAD DONE. NOW THE WORDS THAT ALMA SPAKE UNTO ZEEZROM WERE HEARD BY THE PEOPLE ROUND ABOUT; FOR THE MULTITUDE WAS GREAT, AND HE SPAKE ON THIS WISE: NOW ZEEZROM, SEEING THAT THOU HAST BEEN TAKEN IN THY LYING AND CRAFTINESS, FOR THOU HAST NOT LIED UNTO MEN ONLY BUT THOU HAST LIED UNTO GOD; FOR BEHOLD, HE KNOWS ALL THY THOUGHTS, AND THOU SEEST THAT THY THOUGHTS ARE MADE KNOWN UNTO US BY HIS SPIRIT; AND THOU SEEST THAT WE KNOW THAT THY PLAN WAS A VERY SUBTLE PLAN, AS TO THE SUBTLETY OF THE DEVIL, FOR TO LIE AND TO DECEIVE THIS PEOPLE THAT THOU MIGHTEST SET THEM AGAINST US, TO REVILE US AND TO CAST US OUT—NOW THIS WAS A PLAN OF THINE ADVERSARY, AND HE HATH EXERCISED HIS POWER IN THEE. NOW I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER THAT WHAT I SAY UNTO THEE I SAY UNTO ALL. AND BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU ALL THAT THIS WAS A SNARE OF THE ADVERSARY, WHICH HE HAS LAID TO CATCH THIS PEOPLE, THAT HE MIGHT BRING YOU INTO SUBJECTION UNTO HIM, THAT HE MIGHT ENCIRCLE YOU ABOUT WITH HIS CHAINS, THAT HE MIGHT CHAIN YOU DOWN TO EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION, ACCORDING TO THE POWER OF HIS CAPTIVITY. NOW WHEN ALMA HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, ZEEZROM BEGAN TO TREMBLE MORE EXCEEDINGLY, FOR HE WAS CONVINCED MORE AND MORE OF THE POWER OF GOD; AND HE WAS ALSO CONVINCED THAT ALMA AND AMULEK HAD A KNOWLEDGE OF HIM, FOR HE WAS CONVINCED THAT THEY KNEW THE THOUGHTS AND INTENTS OF HIS HEART; FOR POWER WAS GIVEN UNTO THEM THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW OF THESE THINGS ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY. AND ZEEZROM BEGAN TO INQUIRE OF THEM DILIGENTLY, THAT HE MIGHT KNOW MORE CONCERNING THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND HE SAID UNTO ALMA: WHAT DOES THIS MEAN WHICH AMULEK HATH SPOKEN CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, THAT ALL SHALL RISE FROM THE DEAD, BOTH THE JUST AND THE UNJUST, AND ARE BROUGHT TO STAND BEFORE GOD TO BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS? AND NOW ALMA BEGAN TO EXPOUND THESE THINGS UNTO HIM, SAYING: IT IS GIVEN UNTO MANY TO KNOW THE MYSTERIES OF GOD; NEVERTHELESS, THEY ARE LAID UNDER A STRICT COMMAND THAT THEY SHALL NOT IMPART ONLY ACCORDING TO THE PORTION OF HIS WORD WHICH HE DOTH GRANT UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, ACCORDING TO THE HEED AND DILIGENCE WHICH THEY GIVE UNTO HIM. AND THEREFORE, HE THAT WILL HARDEN HIS HEART, THE SAME RECEIVETH THE LESSER PORTION OF THE WORD; AND HE THAT WILL NOT HARDEN HIS HEART, TO HIM IS GIVEN THE GREATER PORTION OF THE WORD, UNTIL IT IS GIVEN UNTO HIM TO KNOW THE MYSTERIES OF GOD UNTIL HE, KNOW THEM IN FULL. AND THEY THAT WILL HARDEN THEIR HEARTS, TO THEM IS GIVEN THE LESSER PORTION OF THE WORD UNTIL THEY KNOW NOTHING CONCERNING HIS MYSTERIES; AND THEN THEY ARE TAKEN CAPTIVE BY THE DEVIL, AND LED BY HIS WILL DOWN TO DESTRUCTION. NOW THIS IS WHAT IS MEANT BY THE CHAINS OF HELL. AND AMULEK HATH SPOKEN PLAINLY CONCERNING DEATH, AND BEING RAISED FROM THIS MORTALITY TO A STATE OF IMMORTALITY, AND BEING BROUGHT BEFORE THE BAR OF GOD, TO BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO OUR WORKS. THEN IF OUR HEARTS HAVE BEEN HARDENED, YEA, IF WE HAVE HARDENED OUR HEARTS AGAINST THE WORD, INSOMUCH THAT IT HAS NOT BEEN FOUND IN US, THEN WILL OUR STATE BE AWFUL, FOR THEN WE SHALL BE CONDEMNED. FOR OUR WORDS WILL CONDEMN US, YEA, ALL OUR WORKS WILL CONDEMN US; WE SHALL NOT BE FOUND SPOTLESS; AND OUR THOUGHTS WILL ALSO CONDEMN US; AND IN THIS AWFUL STATE WE SHALL NOT DARE TO LOOK UP TO OUR GOD; AND WE WOULD FAIN BE GLAD IF WE COULD COMMAND THE ROCKS AND THE MOUNTAINS TO FALL UPON US TO HIDE US FROM HIS PRESENCE. BUT THIS CANNOT BE; WE MUST COME FORTH AND STAND BEFORE HIM IN HIS GLORY, AND IN HIS POWER, AND IN HIS MIGHT, MAJESTY, AND DOMINION, AND ACKNOWLEDGE TO OUR EVERLASTING SHAME THAT ALL HIS JUDGMENTS ARE JUST; THAT HE IS JUST IN ALL HIS WORKS, AND THAT HE IS MERCIFUL UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, AND THAT HE HAS ALL POWER TO SAVE EVERY MAN THAT BELIEVETH ON HIS NAME AND BRINGETH FORTH FRUIT MEET FOR REPENTANCE. AND NOW BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THEN COMETH A DEATH, EVEN A SECOND DEATH, WHICH IS A SPIRITUAL DEATH; THEN IS A TIME THAT WHOSOEVER DIETH IN HIS SINS, AS TO A TEMPORAL DEATH, SHALL ALSO DIE A SPIRITUAL DEATH; YEA, HE SHALL DIE AS TO THINGS PERTAINING UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS. THEN IS THE TIME WHEN THEIR TORMENTS SHALL BE AS A LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE, WHOSE FLAME ASCENDETH UP FOREVER AND EVER; AND THEN IS THE TIME THAT THEY SHALL BE CHAINED DOWN TO AN EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION, ACCORDING TO THE POWER AND CAPTIVITY OF SATAN, HE HAVING SUBJECTED THEM ACCORDING TO HIS WILL. THEN, I SAY UNTO YOU, THEY SHALL BE AS THOUGH THERE HAD BEEN NO REDEMPTION MADE; FOR THEY CANNOT BE REDEEMED ACCORDING TO GOD’S JUSTICE; AND THEY CANNOT DIE, SEEING THERE IS NO MORE CORRUPTION. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN ALMA HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING THESE WORDS, THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO BE MORE ASTONISHED; BUT THERE WAS ONE ANTIONAH, WHO WAS A CHIEF RULER AMONG THEM, CAME FORTH AND SAID UNTO HIM: WHAT IS THIS THAT THOU HAST SAID, THAT MAN SHOULD RISE FROM THE DEAD AND BE CHANGED FROM THIS MORTAL TO AN IMMORTAL STATE, THAT THE SOUL CAN NEVER DIE? WHAT DOES THE SCRIPTURE MEAN, WHICH SAITH THAT GOD PLACED CHERUBIM AND A FLAMING SWORD ON THE EAST OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN, LEST OUR FIRST PARENTS SHOULD ENTER AND PARTAKE OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF LIFE, AND LIVE FOREVER? AND THUS, WE SEE THAT THERE WAS NO POSSIBLE CHANCE THAT THEY SHOULD LIVE FOREVER. NOW ALMA SAID UNTO HIM: THIS IS THE THING WHICH I WAS ABOUT TO EXPLAIN. NOW WE SEE THAT ADAM DID FALL BY THE PARTAKING OF THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD; AND THUS, WE SEE, THAT BY HIS FALL, ALL MANKIND BECAME A LOST AND FALLEN PEOPLE. AND NOW BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT IF IT HAD BEEN POSSIBLE FOR ADAM TO HAVE PARTAKEN OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF LIFE AT THAT TIME, THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NO DEATH, AND THE WORD WOULD HAVE BEEN VOID, MAKING GOD A LIAR, FOR HE SAID: IF THOU EAT, THOU SHALT SURELY DIE. AND WE SEE THAT DEATH COMES UPON MANKIND, YEA, THE DEATH WHICH HAS BEEN SPOKEN OF BY AMULEK, WHICH IS THE TEMPORAL DEATH; NEVERTHELESS THERE WAS A SPACE GRANTED UNTO MAN IN WHICH HE MIGHT REPENT; THEREFORE THIS LIFE BECAME A PROBATIONARY STATE; A TIME TO PREPARE TO MEET GOD; A TIME TO PREPARE FOR THAT ENDLESS STATE WHICH HAS BEEN SPOKEN OF BY US, WHICH IS AFTER THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. NOW, IF IT HAD NOT BEEN FOR THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION, WHICH WAS LAID FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, THERE COULD HAVE BEEN NO RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD; BUT THERE WAS A PLAN OF REDEMPTION LAID, WHICH SHALL BRING TO PASS THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, OF WHICH HAS BEEN SPOKEN. AND NOW BEHOLD, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE THAT OUR FIRST PARENTS COULD HAVE GONE FORTH AND PARTAKEN OF THE TREE OF LIFE, THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN FOREVER MISERABLE, HAVING NO PREPARATORY STATE; AND THUS, THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION WOULD HAVE BEEN FRUSTRATED, AND THE WORD OF GOD WOULD HAVE BEEN VOID, TAKING NONE EFFECT. BUT BEHOLD, IT WAS NOT SO; BUT IT WAS APPOINTED UNTO MEN THAT THEY MUST DIE; AND AFTER DEATH, THEY MUST COME TO JUDGMENT, EVEN THAT SAME JUDGMENT OF WHICH WE HAVE SPOKEN, WHICH IS THE END. AND AFTER GOD HAD APPOINTED THAT THESE THINGS SHOULD COME UNTO MAN, BEHOLD, THEN HE SAW THAT IT WAS EXPEDIENT THAT MAN SHOULD KNOW CONCERNING THE THINGS WHEREOF HE HAD APPOINTED UNTO THEM; THEREFORE, HE SENT ANGELS TO CONVERSE WITH THEM, WHO CAUSED MEN TO BEHOLD OF HIS GLORY. AND THEY BEGAN FROM THAT TIME FORTH TO CALL ON HIS NAME; THEREFORE, GOD CONVERSED WITH MEN, AND MADE KNOWN UNTO THEM THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION, WHICH HAD BEEN PREPARED FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD; AND THIS HE MADE KNOWN UNTO THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR FAITH AND REPENTANCE AND THEIR HOLY WORKS. WHEREFORE, HE GAVE COMMANDMENTS UNTO MEN, THEY HAVING FIRST TRANSGRESSED THE FIRST COMMANDMENTS AS TO THINGS WHICH WERE TEMPORAL, AND BECOMING AS GODS, KNOWING GOOD FROM EVIL, PLACING THEMSELVES IN A STATE TO ACT, OR BEING PLACED IN A STATE TO ACT ACCORDING TO THEIR WILLS AND PLEASURES, WHETHER TO DO EVIL OR TO DO GOOD—THEREFORE GOD GAVE UNTO THEM COMMANDMENTS, AFTER HAVING MADE KNOWN UNTO THEM THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT DO EVIL, THE PENALTY THEREOF BEING A SECOND DEATH, WHICH WAS AN EVERLASTING DEATH AS TO THINGS PERTAINING UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS; FOR ON SUCH THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION COULD HAVE NO POWER, FOR THE WORKS OF JUSTICE COULD NOT BE DESTROYED, ACCORDING TO THE SUPREME GOODNESS OF GOD. BUT GOD DID CALL ON MEN, IN THE NAME OF HIS SON, (THIS BEING THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION WHICH WAS LAID) SAYING: IF YE WILL REPENT, AND HARDEN NOT YOUR HEARTS, THEN WILL I HAVE MERCY UPON YOU, THROUGH MINE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON; THEREFORE, WHOSOEVER REPENTETH, AND HARDENETH NOT HIS HEART, HE SHALL HAVE CLAIM ON MERCY THROUGH MINE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, UNTO A REMISSION OF HIS SINS; AND THESE SHALL ENTER INTO MY REST. AND WHOSOEVER WILL HARDEN HIS HEART AND WILL DO INIQUITY, BEHOLD, I SWEAR IN MY WRATH THAT HE SHALL NOT ENTER INTO MY REST. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT IF YE WILL HARDEN YOUR HEARTS YE SHALL NOT ENTER INTO THE REST OF THE LORD; THEREFORE YOUR INIQUITY PROVOKETH HIM THAT HE SENDETH DOWN HIS WRATH UPON YOU AS IN THE FIRST PROVOCATION, YEA, ACCORDING TO HIS WORD IN THE LAST PROVOCATION AS WELL AS THE FIRST, TO THE EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION OF YOUR SOULS; THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO HIS WORD, UNTO THE LAST DEATH, AS WELL AS THE FIRST. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, SEEING WE KNOW THESE THINGS, AND THEY ARE TRUE, LET US REPENT, AND HARDEN NOT OUR HEARTS, THAT WE PROVOKE NOT THE LORD OUR GOD TO PULL DOWN HIS WRATH UPON US IN THESE HIS SECOND COMMANDMENTS WHICH HE HAS GIVEN UNTO US; BUT LET US ENTER INTO THE REST OF GOD, WHICH IS PREPARED ACCORDING TO HIS WORD. AND AGAIN, MY BRETHREN, I WOULD CITE YOUR MINDS FORWARD TO THE TIME WHEN THE LORD GOD GAVE THESE COMMANDMENTS UNTO HIS CHILDREN; AND I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER THAT THE LORD GOD ORDAINED PRIESTS, AFTER HIS HOLY ORDER, WHICH WAS AFTER THE ORDER OF HIS SON, TO TEACH THESE THINGS UNTO THE PEOPLE. AND THOSE PRIESTS WERE ORDAINED AFTER THE ORDER OF HIS SON, IN A MANNER THAT THEREBY THE PEOPLE MIGHT KNOW IN WHAT MANNER TO LOOK FORWARD TO HIS SON FOR REDEMPTION. AND THIS IS THE MANNER AFTER WHICH THEY WERE ORDAINED—BEING CALLED AND PREPARED FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD ACCORDING TO THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF GOD, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR EXCEEDING FAITH AND GOOD WORKS; IN THE FIRST PLACE BEING LEFT TO CHOOSE GOOD OR EVIL; THEREFORE THEY HAVING CHOSEN GOOD, AND EXERCISING EXCEEDINGLY GREAT FAITH, ARE CALLED WITH A HOLY CALLING, YEA, WITH THAT HOLY CALLING WHICH WAS PREPARED WITH, AND ACCORDING TO, A PREPARATORY REDEMPTION FOR SUCH. AND THUS, THEY HAVE BEEN CALLED TO THIS HOLY CALLING ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR FAITH, WHILE OTHERS WOULD REJECT THE SPIRIT OF GOD ON ACCOUNT OF THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS AND BLINDNESS OF THEIR MINDS, WHILE, IF IT HAD NOT BEEN FOR THIS THEY MIGHT HAVE HAD AS GREAT PRIVILEGE AS THEIR BRETHREN. OR IN FINE, IN THE FIRST PLACE THEY WERE ON THE SAME STANDING WITH THEIR BRETHREN; THUS THIS HOLY CALLING BEING PREPARED FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD FOR SUCH AS WOULD NOT HARDEN THEIR HEARTS, BEING IN AND THROUGH THE ATONEMENT OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, WHO WAS PREPARED— AND THUS BEING CALLED BY THIS HOLY CALLING, AND ORDAINED UNTO THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD OF THE HOLY ORDER OF GOD, TO TEACH HIS COMMANDMENTS UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, THAT THEY ALSO MIGHT ENTER INTO HIS REST—THIS HIGH PRIESTHOOD BEING AFTER THE ORDER OF HIS SON, WHICH ORDER WAS FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD; OR IN OTHER WORDS, BEING WITHOUT BEGINNING OF DAYS OR END OF YEARS, BEING PREPARED FROM ETERNITY TO ALL ETERNITY, ACCORDING TO HIS FOREKNOWLEDGE OF ALL THINGS—NOW THEY WERE ORDAINED AFTER THIS MANNER—BEING CALLED WITH A HOLY CALLING, AND ORDAINED WITH A HOLY ORDINANCE, AND TAKING UPON THEM THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD OF THE HOLY ORDER, WHICH CALLING, AND ORDINANCE, AND HIGH PRIESTHOOD, IS WITHOUT BEGINNING OR END—THUS THEY BECOME HIGH PRIESTS FOREVER, AFTER THE ORDER OF THE SON, THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO IS WITHOUT BEGINNING OF DAYS OR END OF YEARS, WHO IS FULL OF GRACE, EQUITY, AND TRUTH. AND THUS, IT IS. AMEN.
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NOW, AS I SAID CONCERNING THE HOLY ORDER, OR THIS HIGH PRIESTHOOD, THERE WERE MANY WHO WERE ORDAINED AND BECAME HIGH PRIESTS OF GOD; AND IT WAS ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR EXCEEDING FAITH AND REPENTANCE, AND THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE GOD, THEY CHOOSING TO REPENT AND WORK RIGHTEOUSNESS RATHER THAN TO PERISH; THEREFORE THEY WERE CALLED AFTER THIS HOLY ORDER, AND WERE SANCTIFIED, AND THEIR GARMENTS WERE WASHED WHITE THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB. NOW THEY, AFTER BEING SANCTIFIED BY THE HOLY GHOST, HAVING THEIR GARMENTS MADE WHITE, BEING PURE AND SPOTLESS BEFORE GOD, COULD NOT LOOK UPON SIN SAVE IT WERE WITH ABHORRENCE; AND THERE WERE MANY, EXCEEDINGLY GREAT MANY, WHO WERE MADE PURE AND ENTERED INTO THE REST OF THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD HUMBLE YOURSELVES BEFORE GOD, AND BRING FORTH FRUIT MEET FOR REPENTANCE, THAT YE MAY ALSO ENTER INTO THAT REST. YEA, HUMBLE YOURSELVES EVEN AS THE PEOPLE IN THE DAYS OF MELCHIZEDEK, WHO WAS ALSO A HIGH PRIEST AFTER THIS SAME ORDER WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN, WHO ALSO TOOK UPON HIM THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD FOREVER. AND IT WAS THIS SAME MELCHIZEDEK TO WHOM ABRAHAM PAID TITHES; YEA, EVEN OUR FATHER ABRAHAM PAID TITHES OF ONE-TENTH PART OF ALL HE POSSESSED. NOW THESE ORDINANCES WERE GIVEN AFTER THIS MANNER, THAT THEREBY THE PEOPLE MIGHT LOOK FORWARD ON THE SON OF GOD, IT BEING A TYPE OF HIS ORDER, OR IT BEING HIS ORDER, AND THIS THAT THEY MIGHT LOOK FORWARD TO HIM FOR A REMISSION OF THEIR SINS, THAT THEY MIGHT ENTER INTO THE REST OF THE LORD. NOW THIS MELCHIZEDEK WAS A KING OVER THE LAND OF SALEM; AND HIS PEOPLE HAD WAXED STRONG IN INIQUITY AND ABOMINATION; YEA, THEY HAD ALL GONE ASTRAY; THEY WERE FULL OF ALL MANNER OF WICKEDNESS; BUT MELCHIZEDEK HAVING EXERCISED MIGHTY FAITH, AND RECEIVED THE OFFICE OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD ACCORDING TO THE HOLY ORDER OF GOD, DID PREACH REPENTANCE UNTO HIS PEOPLE. AND BEHOLD, THEY DID REPENT; AND MELCHIZEDEK DID ESTABLISH PEACE IN THE LAND IN HIS DAYS; THEREFORE, HE WAS CALLED THE PRINCE OF PEACE, FOR HE WAS THE KING OF SALEM; AND HE DID REIGN UNDER HIS FATHER. NOW, THERE WERE MANY BEFORE HIM, AND ALSO THERE WERE MANY AFTERWARDS, BUT NONE WERE GREATER; THEREFORE, OF HIM THEY HAVE MORE PARTICULARLY MADE MENTION. NOW I NEED NOT REHEARSE THE MATTER; WHAT I HAVE SAID MAY SUFFICE. BEHOLD, THE SCRIPTURES ARE BEFORE YOU; IF YE WILL WREST THEM IT SHALL BE TO YOUR OWN DESTRUCTION. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN ALMA HAD SAID THESE WORDS UNTO THEM, HE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND UNTO THEM AND CRIED WITH A MIGHTY VOICE, SAYING: NOW IS THE TIME TO REPENT, FOR THE DAY OF SALVATION DRAWETH NIGH; YEA, AND THE VOICE OF THE LORD, BY THE MOUTH OF ANGELS, DOTH DECLARE IT UNTO ALL NATIONS; YEA, DOTH DECLARE IT, THAT THEY MAY HAVE GLAD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY; YEA, AND HE DOTH SOUND THESE GLAD TIDINGS AMONG ALL HIS PEOPLE, YEA, EVEN TO THEM THAT ARE SCATTERED ABROAD UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH; WHEREFORE THEY HAVE COME UNTO US. AND THEY ARE MADE KNOWN UNTO US IN PLAIN TERMS, THAT WE MAY UNDERSTAND, THAT WE CANNOT ERR; AND THIS BECAUSE OF OUR BEING WANDERERS IN A STRANGE LAND; THEREFORE, WE ARE THUS HIGHLY FAVORED, FOR WE HAVE THESE GLAD TIDINGS DECLARED UNTO US IN ALL PARTS OF OUR VINEYARD. FOR BEHOLD, ANGELS ARE DECLARING IT UNTO MANY AT THIS TIME IN OUR LAND; AND THIS IS FOR THE PURPOSE OF PREPARING THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN TO RECEIVE HIS WORD AT THE TIME OF HIS COMING IN HIS GLORY. AND NOW WE ONLY WAIT TO HEAR THE JOYFUL NEWS DECLARED UNTO US BY THE MOUTH OF ANGELS, OF HIS COMING; FOR THE TIME COMETH, WE KNOW NOT HOW SOON. WOULD TO GOD THAT IT MIGHT BE IN MY DAY; BUT LET IT BE SOONER OR LATER, IN IT I WILL REJOICE. AND IT SHALL BE MADE KNOWN UNTO JUST AND HOLY MEN, BY THE MOUTH OF ANGELS, AT THE TIME OF HIS COMING, THAT THE WORDS OF OUR FATHERS MAY BE FULFILLED, ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH THEY HAVE SPOKEN CONCERNING HIM, WHICH WAS ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY WHICH WAS IN THEM. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, I WISH FROM THE INMOST PART OF MY HEART, YEA, WITH GREAT ANXIETY EVEN UNTO PAIN, THAT YE WOULD HEARKEN UNTO MY WORDS, AND CAST OFF YOUR SINS, AND NOT PROCRASTINATE THE DAY OF YOUR REPENTANCE; BUT THAT YE WOULD HUMBLE YOURSELVES BEFORE THE LORD, AND CALL ON HIS HOLY NAME, AND WATCH AND PRAY CONTINUALLY, THAT YE MAY NOT BE TEMPTED ABOVE THAT WHICH YE CAN BEAR, AND THUS BE LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, BECOMING HUMBLE, MEEK, SUBMISSIVE, PATIENT, FULL OF LOVE AND ALL LONG-SUFFERING; HAVING FAITH ON THE LORD; HAVING A HOPE THAT YE SHALL RECEIVE ETERNAL LIFE; HAVING THE LOVE OF GOD ALWAYS IN YOUR HEARTS, THAT YE MAY BE LIFTED UP AT THE LAST DAY AND ENTER INTO HIS REST. AND MAY THE LORD GRANT UNTO YOU, REPENTANCE, THAT YE MAY NOT BRING DOWN HIS WRATH UPON YOU, THAT YE MAY NOT BE BOUND DOWN BY THE CHAINS OF HELL, THAT YE MAY NOT SUFFER THE SECOND DEATH. AND ALMA SPAKE MANY MORE WORDS UNTO THE PEOPLE, WHICH ARE NOT WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER HE HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING UNTO THE PEOPLE MANY OF THEM DID BELIEVE ON HIS WORDS, AND BEGAN TO REPENT, AND TO SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES. BUT THE MORE PART OF THEM WERE DESIROUS THAT THEY MIGHT DESTROY ALMA AND AMULEK; FOR THEY WERE ANGRY WITH ALMA, BECAUSE OF THE PLAINNESS OF HIS WORDS UNTO ZEEZROM; AND THEY ALSO SAID THAT AMULEK HAD LIED UNTO THEM, AND HAD REVILED AGAINST THEIR LAW AND ALSO AGAINST THEIR LAWYERS AND JUDGES. AND THEY WERE ALSO ANGRY WITH ALMA AND AMULEK; AND BECAUSE THEY HAD TESTIFIED SO PLAINLY AGAINST THEIR WICKEDNESS, THEY SOUGHT TO PUT THEM AWAY PRIVILY. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID NOT; BUT THEY TOOK THEM AND BOUND THEM WITH STRONG CORDS, AND TOOK THEM BEFORE THE CHIEF JUDGE OF THE LAND. AND THE PEOPLE WENT FORTH AND WITNESSED AGAINST THEM—TESTIFYING THAT THEY HAD REVILED AGAINST THE LAW, AND THEIR LAWYERS AND JUDGES OF THE LAND, AND ALSO OF ALL THE PEOPLE THAT WERE IN THE LAND; AND ALSO TESTIFIED THAT THERE WAS BUT ONE GOD, AND THAT HE SHOULD SEND HIS SON AMONG THE PEOPLE, BUT HE SHOULD NOT SAVE THEM; AND MANY SUCH THINGS DID THE PEOPLE TESTIFY AGAINST ALMA AND AMULEK. NOW THIS WAS DONE BEFORE THE CHIEF JUDGE OF THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ZEEZROM WAS ASTONISHED AT THE WORDS WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN; AND HE ALSO KNEW CONCERNING THE BLINDNESS OF THE MINDS, WHICH HE HAD CAUSED AMONG THE PEOPLE BY HIS LYING WORDS; AND HIS SOUL BEGAN TO BE HARROWED UP UNDER A CONSCIOUSNESS OF HIS OWN GUILT; YEA, HE BEGAN TO BE ENCIRCLED ABOUT BY THE PAINS OF HELL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE BEGAN TO CRY UNTO THE PEOPLE, SAYING: BEHOLD, I AM GUILTY, AND THESE MEN ARE SPOTLESS BEFORE GOD. AND HE BEGAN TO PLEAD FOR THEM FROM THAT TIME FORTH; BUT THEY REVILED HIM, SAYING: ART THOU ALSO POSSESSED WITH THE DEVIL? AND THEY SPIT UPON HIM, AND CAST HIM OUT FROM AMONG THEM, AND ALSO ALL THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN THE WORDS WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY ALMA AND AMULEK; AND THEY CAST THEM OUT, AND SENT MEN TO CAST STONES AT THEM. AND THEY BROUGHT THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN TOGETHER, AND WHOSOEVER BELIEVED OR HAD BEEN TAUGHT TO BELIEVE IN THE WORD OF GOD THEY CAUSED THAT THEY SHOULD BE CAST INTO THE FIRE; AND THEY ALSO BROUGHT FORTH THEIR RECORDS WHICH CONTAINED THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, AND CAST THEM INTO THE FIRE ALSO, THAT THEY MIGHT BE BURNED AND DESTROYED BY FIRE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY TOOK ALMA AND AMULEK, AND CARRIED THEM FORTH TO THE PLACE OF MARTYRDOM, THAT THEY MIGHT WITNESS THE DESTRUCTION OF THOSE WHO WERE CONSUMED BY FIRE. AND WHEN AMULEK SAW THE PAINS OF THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN WHO WERE CONSUMING IN THE FIRE, HE ALSO WAS PAINED; AND HE SAID UNTO ALMA: HOW CAN WE WITNESS THIS AWFUL SCENE? THEREFORE, LET US STRETCH FORTH OUR HANDS, AND EXERCISE THE POWER OF GOD WHICH IS IN US, AND SAVE THEM FROM THE FLAMES. BUT ALMA SAID UNTO HIM: THE SPIRIT CONSTRAINETH ME THAT I MUST NOT STRETCH FORTH MINE HAND; FOR BEHOLD THE LORD RECEIVETH THEM UP UNTO HIMSELF, IN GLORY; AND HE DOTH SUFFER THAT THEY MAY DO THIS THING, OR THAT THE PEOPLE MAY DO THIS THING UNTO THEM, ACCORDING TO THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS, THAT THE JUDGMENTS WHICH HE SHALL EXERCISE UPON THEM IN HIS WRATH MAY BE JUST; AND THE BLOOD OF THE INNOCENT SHALL STAND AS A WITNESS AGAINST THEM, YEA, AND CRY MIGHTILY AGAINST THEM AT THE LAST DAY. NOW AMULEK SAID UNTO ALMA: BEHOLD, PERHAPS THEY WILL BURN US ALSO. AND ALMA SAID: BE IT ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE LORD. BUT, BEHOLD, OUR WORK IS NOT FINISHED; THEREFORE, THEY BURN US NOT. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE BODIES OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN CAST INTO THE FIRE WERE CONSUMED, AND ALSO THE RECORDS WHICH WERE CAST IN WITH THEM, THE CHIEF JUDGE OF THE LAND CAME AND STOOD BEFORE ALMA AND AMULEK, AS THEY WERE BOUND; AND HE SMOTE THEM WITH HIS HAND UPON THEIR CHEEKS, AND SAID UNTO THEM: AFTER WHAT YE HAVE SEEN, WILL YE PREACH AGAIN UNTO THIS PEOPLE, THAT THEY SHALL BE CAST INTO A LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE? BEHOLD, YE SEE THAT YE HAD NOT POWER TO SAVE THOSE WHO HAD BEEN CAST INTO THE FIRE; NEITHER HAS GOD SAVED THEM BECAUSE THEY WERE OF THY FAITH. AND THE JUDGE SMOTE THEM AGAIN UPON THEIR CHEEKS, AND ASKED: WHAT SAY YE FOR YOURSELVES? NOW THIS JUDGE WAS AFTER THE ORDER AND FAITH OF NEHOR, WHO SLEW GIDEON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA AND AMULEK ANSWERED HIM NOTHING; AND HE SMOTE THEM AGAIN, AND DELIVERED THEM TO THE OFFICERS TO BE CAST INTO PRISON. AND WHEN THEY HAD BEEN CAST INTO PRISON THREE DAYS, THERE CAME MANY LAWYERS, AND JUDGES, AND PRIESTS, AND TEACHERS, WHO WERE OF THE PROFESSION OF NEHOR; AND THEY CAME IN UNTO THE PRISON TO SEE THEM, AND THEY QUESTIONED THEM ABOUT MANY WORDS; BUT THEY ANSWERED THEM NOTHING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE JUDGE STOOD BEFORE THEM, AND SAID: WHY DO YE NOT ANSWER THE WORDS OF THIS PEOPLE? KNOW YE NOT THAT I HAVE POWER TO DELIVER YOU UP UNTO THE FLAMES? AND HE COMMANDED THEM TO SPEAK; BUT THEY ANSWERED NOTHING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DEPARTED AND WENT THEIR WAYS, BUT CAME AGAIN ON THE MORROW; AND THE JUDGE ALSO SMOTE THEM AGAIN ON THEIR CHEEKS. AND MANY CAME FORTH ALSO, AND SMOTE THEM, SAYING: WILL YE STAND AGAIN AND JUDGE THIS PEOPLE, AND CONDEMN OUR LAW? IF YE HAVE SUCH GREAT POWER WHY DO YE NOT DELIVER YOURSELVES? AND MANY SUCH THINGS DID THEY SAY UNTO THEM, GNASHING THEIR TEETH UPON THEM, AND SPITTING UPON THEM, AND SAYING: HOW SHALL WE LOOK WHEN WE ARE DAMNED? AND MANY SUCH THINGS, YEA, ALL MANNER OF SUCH THINGS DID THEY SAY UNTO THEM; AND THUS, THEY DID MOCK THEM FOR MANY DAYS. AND THEY DID WITHHOLD FOOD FROM THEM THAT THEY MIGHT HUNGER, AND WATER THAT THEY MIGHT THIRST; AND THEY ALSO DID TAKE FROM THEM THEIR CLOTHES THAT THEY WERE NAKED; AND THUS, THEY WERE BOUND WITH STRONG CORDS, AND CONFINED IN PRISON. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THEY HAD THUS SUFFERED FOR MANY DAYS, (AND IT WAS ON THE TWELFTH DAY, IN THE TENTH MONTH, IN THE TENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI) THAT THE CHIEF JUDGE OVER THE LAND OF AMMONIHAH AND MANY OF THEIR TEACHERS AND THEIR LAWYERS WENT IN UNTO THE PRISON WHERE ALMA AND AMULEK WERE BOUND WITH CORDS. AND THE CHIEF JUDGE STOOD BEFORE THEM, AND SMOTE THEM AGAIN, AND SAID UNTO THEM: IF YE HAVE THE POWER OF GOD DELIVER YOURSELVES FROM THESE BANDS, AND THEN WE WILL BELIEVE THAT THE LORD WILL DESTROY THIS PEOPLE ACCORDING TO YOUR WORDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY ALL WENT FORTH AND SMOTE THEM, SAYING THE SAME WORDS, EVEN UNTIL THE LAST; AND WHEN THE LAST HAD SPOKEN UNTO THEM THE POWER OF GOD WAS UPON ALMA AND AMULEK, AND THEY ROSE AND STOOD UPON THEIR FEET. AND ALMA CRIED, SAYING: HOW LONG SHALL WE SUFFER THESE GREAT AFFLICTIONS, O LORD? O LORD, GIVE US STRENGTH ACCORDING TO OUR FAITH WHICH IS IN CHRIST, EVEN UNTO DELIVERANCE. AND THEY BROKE THE CORDS WITH WHICH THEY WERE BOUND; AND WHEN THE PEOPLE SAW THIS, THEY BEGAN TO FLEE, FOR THE FEAR OF DESTRUCTION HAD COME UPON THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SO GREAT WAS THEIR FEAR THAT THEY FELL TO THE EARTH, AND DID NOT OBTAIN THE OUTER DOOR OF THE PRISON; AND THE EARTH SHOOK MIGHTILY, AND THE WALLS OF THE PRISON WERE RENT IN TWAIN, SO THAT THEY FELL TO THE EARTH; AND THE CHIEF JUDGE, AND THE LAWYERS, AND PRIESTS, AND TEACHERS, WHO SMOTE UPON ALMA AND AMULEK, WERE SLAIN BY THE FALL THEREOF. AND ALMA AND AMULEK CAME FORTH OUT OF THE PRISON, AND THEY WERE NOT HURT; FOR THE LORD HAD GRANTED UNTO THEM POWER, ACCORDING TO THEIR FAITH WHICH WAS IN CHRIST. AND THEY STRAIGHTWAY CAME FORTH OUT OF THE PRISON; AND THEY WERE LOOSED FROM THEIR BANDS; AND THE PRISON HAD FALLEN TO THE EARTH, AND EVERY SOUL WITHIN THE WALLS THEREOF, SAVE IT WERE ALMA AND AMULEK, WAS SLAIN; AND THEY STRAIGHTWAY CAME FORTH INTO THE CITY. NOW THE PEOPLE HAVING HEARD A GREAT NOISE CAME RUNNING TOGETHER BY MULTITUDES TO KNOW THE CAUSE OF IT; AND WHEN THEY SAW ALMA AND AMULEK COMING FORTH OUT OF THE PRISON, AND THE WALLS THEREOF HAD FALLEN TO THE EARTH, THEY WERE STRUCK WITH GREAT FEAR, AND FLED FROM THE PRESENCE OF ALMA AND AMULEK EVEN AS A GOAT FLEETH WITH HER YOUNG FROM TWO LIONS; AND THUS THEY DID FLEE FROM THE PRESENCE OF ALMA AND AMULEK. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA AND AMULEK WERE COMMANDED TO DEPART OUT OF THAT CITY; AND THEY DEPARTED, AND CAME OUT EVEN INTO THE LAND OF SIDOM; AND BEHOLD, THERE THEY FOUND ALL THE PEOPLE WHO HAD DEPARTED OUT OF THE LAND OF AMMONIHAH, WHO HAD BEEN CAST OUT AND STONED, BECAUSE THEY BELIEVED IN THE WORDS OF ALMA. AND THEY RELATED UNTO THEM ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED UNTO THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, AND ALSO CONCERNING THEMSELVES, AND OF THEIR POWER OF DELIVERANCE. AND ALSO, ZEEZROM LAY SICK AT SIDOM, WITH A BURNING FEVER, WHICH WAS CAUSED BY THE GREAT TRIBULATIONS OF HIS MIND ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WICKEDNESS, FOR HE SUPPOSED THAT ALMA AND AMULEK WERE NO MORE; AND HE SUPPOSED THAT THEY HAD BEEN SLAIN BECAUSE OF HIS INIQUITY. AND THIS GREAT SIN, AND HIS MANY OTHER SINS, DID HARROW UP HIS MIND UNTIL IT DID BECOME EXCEEDINGLY SORE, HAVING NO DELIVERANCE; THEREFORE, HE BEGAN TO BE SCORCHED WITH A BURNING HEAT. NOW, WHEN HE HEARD THAT ALMA AND AMULEK WERE IN THE LAND OF SIDOM, HIS HEART BEGAN TO TAKE COURAGE; AND HE SENT A MESSAGE IMMEDIATELY UNTO THEM, DESIRING THEM TO COME UNTO HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WENT IMMEDIATELY, OBEYING THE MESSAGE WHICH HE HAD SENT UNTO THEM; AND THEY WENT IN UNTO THE HOUSE UNTO ZEEZROM; AND THEY FOUND HIM UPON HIS BED, SICK, BEING VERY LOW WITH A BURNING FEVER; AND HIS MIND ALSO WAS EXCEEDINGLY SORE BECAUSE OF HIS INIQUITIES; AND WHEN HE SAW THEM HE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND, AND BESOUGHT THEM, THAT THEY WOULD HEAL HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA SAID UNTO HIM, TAKING HIM BY THE HAND: BELIEVEST THOU IN THE POWER OF CHRIST UNTO SALVATION? AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID: YEA, I BELIEVE ALL THE WORDS THAT THOU HAST TAUGHT. AND ALMA SAID: IF THOU BELIEVEST IN THE REDEMPTION OF CHRIST THOU CANST BE HEALED. AND HE SAID: YEA, I BELIEVE ACCORDING TO THY WORDS. AND THEN ALMA CRIED UNTO THE LORD, SAYING: O LORD OUR GOD, HAVE MERCY ON THIS MAN, AND HEAL HIM ACCORDING TO HIS FAITH WHICH IS IN CHRIST. AND WHEN ALMA HAD SAID THESE WORDS, ZEEZROM LEAPED UPON HIS FEET, AND BEGAN TO WALK; AND THIS WAS DONE TO THE GREAT ASTONISHMENT OF ALL THE PEOPLE; AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THIS WENT FORTH THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND OF SIDOM. AND ALMA BAPTIZED ZEEZROM UNTO THE LORD; AND HE BEGAN FROM THAT TIME FORTH TO PREACH UNTO THE PEOPLE. AND ALMA ESTABLISHED A CHURCH IN THE LAND OF SIDOM, AND CONSECRATED PRIESTS AND TEACHERS IN THE LAND, TO BAPTIZE UNTO THE LORD WHOSOEVER WERE DESIROUS TO BE BAPTIZED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE MANY; FOR THEY DID FLOCK IN FROM ALL THE REGION ROUND ABOUT SIDOM, AND WERE BAPTIZED. BUT AS TO THE PEOPLE THAT WERE IN THE LAND OF AMMONIHAH, THEY YET REMAINED A HARD-HEARTED AND A STIFFNECKED PEOPLE; AND THEY REPENTED NOT OF THEIR SINS, ASCRIBING ALL THE POWER OF ALMA AND AMULEK TO THE DEVIL; FOR THEY WERE OF THE PROFESSION OF NEHOR, AND DID NOT BELIEVE IN THE REPENTANCE OF THEIR SINS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA AND AMULEK, AMULEK HAVING FORSAKEN ALL HIS GOLD, AND SILVER, AND HIS PRECIOUS THINGS, WHICH WERE IN THE LAND OF AMMONIHAH, FOR THE WORD OF GOD, HE BEING REJECTED BY THOSE WHO WERE ONCE HIS FRIENDS AND ALSO BY HIS FATHER AND HIS KINDRED; THEREFORE, AFTER ALMA HAVING ESTABLISHED THE CHURCH AT SIDOM, SEEING A GREAT CHECK, YEA, SEEING THAT THE PEOPLE WERE CHECKED AS TO THE PRIDE OF THEIR HEARTS, AND BEGAN TO HUMBLE THEMSELVES BEFORE GOD, AND BEGAN TO ASSEMBLE THEMSELVES TOGETHER AT THEIR SANCTUARIES TO WORSHIP GOD BEFORE THE ALTAR, WATCHING AND PRAYING CONTINUALLY, THAT THEY MIGHT BE DELIVERED FROM SATAN, AND FROM DEATH, AND FROM DESTRUCTION—NOW AS I SAID, ALMA HAVING SEEN ALL THESE THINGS, THEREFORE HE TOOK AMULEK AND CAME OVER TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND TOOK HIM TO HIS OWN HOUSE, AND DID ADMINISTER UNTO HIM IN HIS TRIBULATIONS, AND STRENGTHENED HIM IN THE LORD. AND THUS, ENDED THE TENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI.
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AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE ELEVENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, ON THE FIFTH DAY OF THE SECOND MONTH, THERE HAVING BEEN MUCH PEACE IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, THERE HAVING BEEN NO WARS NOR CONTENTIONS FOR A CERTAIN NUMBER OF YEARS, EVEN UNTIL THE FIFTH DAY OF THE SECOND MONTH IN THE ELEVENTH YEAR, THERE WAS A CRY OF WAR HEARD THROUGHOUT THE LAND. FOR BEHOLD, THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES HAD COME IN UPON THE WILDERNESS SIDE, INTO THE BORDERS OF THE LAND, EVEN INTO THE CITY OF AMMONIHAH, AND BEGAN TO SLAY THE PEOPLE AND DESTROY THE CITY. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS, BEFORE THE NEPHITES COULD RAISE A SUFFICIENT ARMY TO DRIVE THEM OUT OF THE LAND, THEY HAD DESTROYED THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE CITY OF AMMONIHAH, AND ALSO SOME AROUND THE BORDERS OF NOAH, AND TAKEN OTHERS CAPTIVE INTO THE WILDERNESS. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE NEPHITES WERE DESIROUS TO OBTAIN THOSE WHO HAD BEEN CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE INTO THE WILDERNESS. THEREFORE, HE THAT HAD BEEN APPOINTED CHIEF CAPTAIN OVER THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES, (AND HIS NAME WAS ZORAM, AND HE HAD TWO SONS, LEHI AND AHA)—NOW ZORAM AND HIS TWO SONS, KNOWING THAT ALMA WAS HIGH PRIEST OVER THE CHURCH, AND HAVING HEARD THAT HE HAD THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY, THEREFORE THEY WENT UNTO HIM AND DESIRED OF HIM TO KNOW WHITHER THE LORD WOULD THAT THEY SHOULD GO INTO THE WILDERNESS IN SEARCH OF THEIR BRETHREN, WHO HAD BEEN TAKEN CAPTIVE BY THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA INQUIRED OF THE LORD CONCERNING THE MATTER. AND ALMA RETURNED AND SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, THE LAMANITES WILL CROSS THE RIVER SIDON IN THE SOUTH WILDERNESS, AWAY UP BEYOND THE BORDERS OF THE LAND OF MANTI. AND BEHOLD THERE SHALL YE MEET THEM, ON THE EAST OF THE RIVER SIDON, AND THERE THE LORD WILL DELIVER UNTO THEE THY BRETHREN WHO HAVE BEEN TAKEN CAPTIVE BY THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ZORAM AND HIS SONS CROSSED OVER THE RIVER SIDON, WITH THEIR ARMIES, AND MARCHED AWAY BEYOND THE BORDERS OF MANTI INTO THE SOUTH WILDERNESS, WHICH WAS ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE RIVER SIDON. AND THEY CAME UPON THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES, AND THE LAMANITES WERE SCATTERED AND DRIVEN INTO THE WILDERNESS; AND THEY TOOK THEIR BRETHREN WHO HAD BEEN TAKEN CAPTIVE BY THE LAMANITES, AND THERE WAS NOT ONE SOUL OF THEM HAD BEEN LOST THAT WERE TAKEN CAPTIVE. AND THEY WERE BROUGHT BY THEIR BRETHREN TO POSSESS THEIR OWN LANDS. AND THUS, ENDED THE ELEVENTH YEAR OF THE JUDGES, THE LAMANITES HAVING BEEN DRIVEN OUT OF THE LAND, AND THE PEOPLE OF AMMONIHAH WERE DESTROYED; YEA, EVERY LIVING SOUL OF THE AMMONIHAHITES WAS DESTROYED, AND ALSO THEIR GREAT CITY, WHICH THEY SAID GOD COULD NOT DESTROY, BECAUSE OF ITS GREATNESS. BUT BEHOLD, IN ONE DAY IT WAS LEFT DESOLATE; AND THE CARCASSES WERE MANGLED BY DOGS AND WILD BEASTS OF THE WILDERNESS. NEVERTHELESS, AFTER MANY DAYS THEIR DEAD BODIES WERE HEAPED UP UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND THEY WERE COVERED WITH A SHALLOW COVERING. AND NOW SO GREAT WAS THE SCENT THEREOF THAT THE PEOPLE DID NOT GO IN TO POSSESS THE LAND OF AMMONIHAH FOR MANY YEARS. AND IT WAS CALLED DESOLATION OF NEHORS; FOR THEY WERE OF THE PROFESSION OF NEHOR, WHO WERE SLAIN; AND THEIR LANDS REMAINED DESOLATE. AND THE LAMANITES DID NOT COME AGAIN TO WAR AGAINST THE NEPHITES UNTIL THE FOURTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND THUS, FOR THREE YEARS DID THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI HAVE CONTINUAL PEACE IN ALL THE LAND. AND ALMA AND AMULEK WENT FORTH PREACHING REPENTANCE TO THE PEOPLE IN THEIR TEMPLES, AND IN THEIR SANCTUARIES, AND ALSO IN THEIR SYNAGOGUES, WHICH WERE BUILT AFTER THE MANNER OF THE JEWS. AND AS MANY AS WOULD HEAR THEIR WORDS, UNTO THEM THEY DID IMPART THE WORD OF GOD, WITHOUT ANY RESPECT OF PERSONS, CONTINUALLY. AND THUS, DID ALMA AND AMULEK GO FORTH, AND ALSO MANY MORE WHO HAD BEEN CHOSEN FOR THE WORK, TO PREACH THE WORD THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND. AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH BECAME GENERAL THROUGHOUT THE LAND, IN ALL THE REGION ROUND ABOUT, AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES. AND THERE WAS NO INEQUALITY AMONG THEM; THE LORD DID POUR OUT HIS SPIRIT ON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND TO PREPARE THE MINDS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN, OR TO PREPARE THEIR HEARTS TO RECEIVE THE WORD WHICH SHOULD BE TAUGHT AMONG THEM AT THE TIME OF HIS COMING—THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE HARDENED AGAINST THE WORD, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE UNBELIEVING, AND GO ON TO DESTRUCTION, BUT THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE THE WORD WITH JOY, AND AS A BRANCH BE GRAFTED INTO THE TRUE VINE, THAT THEY MIGHT ENTER INTO THE REST OF THE LORD THEIR GOD. NOW THOSE PRIESTS WHO DID GO FORTH AMONG THE PEOPLE DID PREACH AGAINST ALL LYINGS, AND DECEIVINGS, AND ENVYINGS, AND STRIFES, AND MALICE, AND REVILINGS, AND STEALING, ROBBING, PLUNDERING, MURDERING, COMMITTING ADULTERY, AND ALL MANNER OF LASCIVIOUSNESS, CRYING THAT THESE THINGS OUGHT NOT SO TO BE—HOLDING FORTH THINGS WHICH MUST SHORTLY COME; YEA, HOLDING FORTH THE COMING OF THE SON OF GOD, HIS SUFFERINGS AND DEATH, AND ALSO THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. AND MANY OF THE PEOPLE DID INQUIRE CONCERNING THE PLACE WHERE THE SON OF GOD SHOULD COME; AND THEY WERE TAUGHT THAT HE WOULD APPEAR UNTO THEM AFTER HIS RESURRECTION; AND THIS THE PEOPLE DID HEAR WITH GREAT JOY AND GLADNESS. AND NOW AFTER THE CHURCH HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND—HAVING GOT THE VICTORY OVER THE DEVIL, AND THE WORD OF GOD BEING PREACHED IN ITS PURITY IN ALL THE LAND, AND THE LORD POURING OUT HIS BLESSINGS UPON THE PEOPLE—THUS ENDED THE FOURTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AN ACCOUNT OF THE SONS OF MOSIAH, WHO REJECTED THEIR RIGHTS TO THE KINGDOM FOR THE WORD OF GOD, AND WENT UP TO THE LAND OF NEPHI TO PREACH TO THE LAMANITES; THEIR SUFFERINGS AND DELIVERANCE—ACCORDING TO THE RECORD OF ALMA. 
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS ALMA WAS JOURNEYING FROM THE LAND OF GIDEON SOUTHWARD, AWAY TO THE LAND OF MANTI, BEHOLD, TO HIS ASTONISHMENT, HE MET WITH THE SONS OF MOSIAH JOURNEYING TOWARDS THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. NOW THESE SONS OF MOSIAH WERE WITH ALMA AT THE TIME THE ANGEL FIRST APPEARED UNTO HIM; THEREFORE ALMA DID REJOICE EXCEEDINGLY TO SEE HIS BRETHREN; AND WHAT ADDED MORE TO HIS JOY, THEY WERE STILL HIS BRETHREN IN THE LORD; YEA, AND THEY HAD WAXED STRONG IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH; FOR THEY WERE MEN OF A SOUND UNDERSTANDING AND THEY HAD SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES DILIGENTLY, THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THE WORD OF GOD. BUT THIS IS NOT ALL; THEY HAD GIVEN THEMSELVES TO MUCH PRAYER, AND FASTING; THEREFORE, THEY HAD THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY, AND THE SPIRIT OF REVELATION, AND WHEN THEY TAUGHT, THEY TAUGHT WITH POWER AND AUTHORITY OF GOD. AND THEY HAD BEEN TEACHING THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE SPACE OF FOURTEEN YEARS AMONG THE LAMANITES, HAVING HAD MUCH SUCCESS IN BRINGING MANY TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH; YEA, BY THE POWER OF THEIR WORDS MANY WERE BROUGHT BEFORE THE ALTAR OF GOD, TO CALL ON HIS NAME AND CONFESS THEIR SINS BEFORE HIM. NOW THESE ARE THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH ATTENDED THEM IN THEIR JOURNEYINGS, FOR THEY HAD MANY AFFLICTIONS; THEY DID SUFFER MUCH, BOTH IN BODY AND IN MIND, SUCH AS HUNGER, THIRST AND FATIGUE, AND ALSO MUCH LABOR IN THE SPIRIT. NOW THESE WERE THEIR JOURNEYINGS: HAVING TAKEN LEAVE OF THEIR FATHER, MOSIAH, IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE JUDGES; HAVING REFUSED THE KINGDOM WHICH THEIR FATHER WAS DESIROUS TO CONFER UPON THEM, AND ALSO THIS WAS THE MINDS OF THE PEOPLE; NEVERTHELESS THEY DEPARTED OUT OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND TOOK THEIR SWORDS, AND THEIR SPEARS, AND THEIR BOWS, AND THEIR ARROWS, AND THEIR SLINGS; AND THIS THEY DID THAT THEY MIGHT PROVIDE FOOD FOR THEMSELVES WHILE IN THE WILDERNESS. AND THUS, THEY DEPARTED INTO THE WILDERNESS WITH THEIR NUMBERS WHICH THEY HAD SELECTED, TO GO UP TO THE LAND OF NEPHI, TO PREACH THE WORD OF GOD UNTO THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY JOURNEYED MANY DAYS IN THE WILDERNESS, AND THEY FASTED MUCH AND PRAYED MUCH THAT THE LORD WOULD GRANT UNTO THEM A PORTION OF HIS SPIRIT TO GO WITH THEM, AND ABIDE WITH THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT BE AN INSTRUMENT IN THE HANDS OF GOD TO BRING, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE, THEIR BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES, TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE BASENESS OF THE TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS, WHICH WERE NOT CORRECT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD DID VISIT THEM WITH HIS SPIRIT, AND SAID UNTO THEM: BE COMFORTED. AND THEY WERE COMFORTED. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO THEM ALSO: GO FORTH AMONG THE LAMANITES, THY BRETHREN, AND ESTABLISH MY WORD; YET YE SHALL BE PATIENT IN LONGSUFFERING AND AFFLICTIONS, THAT YE MAY SHOW FORTH GOOD EXAMPLES UNTO THEM IN ME, AND I WILL MAKE AN INSTRUMENT OF THEE IN MY HANDS UNTO THE SALVATION OF MANY SOULS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE HEARTS OF THE SONS OF MOSIAH, AND ALSO THOSE WHO WERE WITH THEM, TOOK COURAGE TO GO FORTH UNTO THE LAMANITES TO DECLARE UNTO THEM THE WORD OF GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THEY HAD ARRIVED IN THE BORDERS OF THE LAND OF THE LAMANITES, THAT THEY SEPARATED THEMSELVES AND DEPARTED ONE FROM ANOTHER, TRUSTING IN THE LORD THAT THEY SHOULD MEET AGAIN AT THE CLOSE OF THEIR HARVEST; FOR THEY SUPPOSED THAT GREAT WAS THE WORK WHICH THEY HAD UNDERTAKEN. AND ASSUREDLY IT WAS GREAT, FOR THEY HAD UNDERTAKEN TO PREACH THE WORD OF GOD TO A WILD AND A HARDENED AND A FEROCIOUS PEOPLE; A PEOPLE WHO DELIGHTED IN MURDERING THE NEPHITES, AND ROBBING AND PLUNDERING THEM; AND THEIR HEARTS WERE SET UPON RICHES, OR UPON GOLD AND SILVER, AND PRECIOUS STONES; YET THEY SOUGHT TO OBTAIN THESE THINGS BY MURDERING AND PLUNDERING, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT LABOR FOR THEM WITH THEIR OWN HANDS. THUS, THEY WERE A VERY INDOLENT PEOPLE, MANY OF WHOM DID WORSHIP IDOLS, AND THE CURSE OF GOD HAD FALLEN UPON THEM BECAUSE OF THE TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS; NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROMISES OF THE LORD WERE EXTENDED UNTO THEM ON THE CONDITIONS OF REPENTANCE. THEREFORE, THIS WAS THE CAUSE FOR WHICH THE SONS OF MOSIAH HAD UNDERTAKEN THE WORK, THAT PERHAPS THEY MIGHT BRING THEM UNTO REPENTANCE; THAT PERHAPS THEY MIGHT BRING THEM TO KNOW OF THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION. THEREFORE, THEY SEPARATED THEMSELVES ONE FROM ANOTHER, AND WENT FORTH AMONG THEM, EVERY MAN ALONE, ACCORDING TO THE WORD AND POWER OF GOD WHICH WAS GIVEN UNTO HIM. NOW AMMON BEING THE CHIEF AMONG THEM, OR RATHER HE DID ADMINISTER UNTO THEM, AND HE DEPARTED FROM THEM, AFTER HAVING BLESSED THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR SEVERAL STATIONS, HAVING IMPARTED THE WORD OF GOD UNTO THEM, OR ADMINISTERED UNTO THEM BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE; AND THUS, THEY TOOK THEIR SEVERAL JOURNEYS THROUGHOUT THE LAND. AND AMMON WENT TO THE LAND OF ISHMAEL, THE LAND BEING CALLED AFTER THE SONS OF ISHMAEL, WHO ALSO BECAME LAMANITES. AND AS AMMON ENTERED THE LAND OF ISHMAEL, THE LAMANITES TOOK HIM AND BOUND HIM, AS WAS THEIR CUSTOM TO BIND ALL THE NEPHITES WHO FELL INTO THEIR HANDS, AND CARRY THEM BEFORE THE KING; AND THUS IT WAS LEFT TO THE PLEASURE OF THE KING TO SLAY THEM, OR TO RETAIN THEM IN CAPTIVITY, OR TO CAST THEM INTO PRISON, OR TO CAST THEM OUT OF HIS LAND, ACCORDING TO HIS WILL AND PLEASURE. AND THUS, AMMON WAS CARRIED BEFORE THE KING WHO WAS OVER THE LAND OF ISHMAEL; AND HIS NAME WAS LAMONI; AND HE WAS A DESCENDANT OF ISHMAEL. AND THE KING INQUIRED OF AMMON IF IT WERE HIS DESIRE TO DWELL IN THE LAND AMONG THE LAMANITES, OR AMONG HIS PEOPLE. AND AMMON SAID UNTO HIM: YEA, I DESIRE TO DWELL AMONG THIS PEOPLE FOR A TIME; YEA, AND PERHAPS UNTIL THE DAY I DIE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KING LAMONI WAS MUCH PLEASED WITH AMMON, AND CAUSED THAT HIS BANDS SHOULD BE LOOSED; AND HE WOULD THAT AMMON SHOULD TAKE ONE OF HIS DAUGHTERS TO WIFE. BUT AMMON SAID UNTO HIM: NAY, BUT I WILL BE THY SERVANT. THEREFORE, AMMON BECAME A SERVANT TO KING LAMONI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE WAS SET AMONG OTHER SERVANTS TO WATCH THE FLOCKS OF LAMONI, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THE LAMANITES. AND AFTER HE HAD BEEN IN THE SERVICE OF THE KING THREE DAYS, AS HE WAS WITH THE LAMANITISH SERVANTS GOING FORTH WITH THEIR FLOCKS TO THE PLACE OF WATER, WHICH WAS CALLED THE WATER OF SEBUS, AND ALL THE LAMANITES DRIVE THEIR FLOCKS HITHER, THAT THEY MAY HAVE WATER—THEREFORE, AS AMMON AND THE SERVANTS OF THE KING WERE DRIVING FORTH THEIR FLOCKS TO THIS PLACE OF WATER, BEHOLD, A CERTAIN NUMBER OF THE LAMANITES, WHO HAD BEEN WITH THEIR FLOCKS TO WATER, STOOD AND SCATTERED THE FLOCKS OF AMMON AND THE SERVANTS OF THE KING, AND THEY SCATTERED THEM INSOMUCH THAT THEY FLED MANY WAYS. NOW THE SERVANTS OF THE KING BEGAN TO MURMUR, SAYING: NOW THE KING WILL SLAY US, AS HE HAS OUR BRETHREN BECAUSE THEIR FLOCKS WERE SCATTERED BY THE WICKEDNESS OF THESE MEN. AND THEY BEGAN TO WEEP EXCEEDINGLY, SAYING: BEHOLD, OUR FLOCKS ARE SCATTERED ALREADY. NOW THEY WEPT BECAUSE OF THE FEAR OF BEING SLAIN. NOW WHEN AMMON SAW THIS HIS HEART WAS SWOLLEN WITHIN HIM WITH JOY; FOR, SAID HE, I WILL SHOW FORTH MY POWER UNTO THESE MY FELLOW-SERVANTS, OR THE POWER WHICH IS IN ME, IN RESTORING THESE FLOCKS UNTO THE KING, THAT I MAY WIN THE HEARTS OF THESE MY FELLOW-SERVANTS, THAT I MAY LEAD THEM TO BELIEVE IN MY WORDS. AND NOW, THESE WERE THE THOUGHTS OF AMMON, WHEN HE SAW THE AFFLICTIONS OF THOSE WHOM HE TERMED TO BE HIS BRETHREN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE FLATTERED THEM BY HIS WORDS, SAYING: MY BRETHREN, BE OF GOOD CHEER AND LET US GO IN SEARCH OF THE FLOCKS, AND WE WILL GATHER THEM TOGETHER AND BRING THEM BACK UNTO THE PLACE OF WATER; AND THUS, WE WILL PRESERVE THE FLOCKS UNTO THE KING AND HE WILL NOT SLAY US. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WENT IN SEARCH OF THE FLOCKS, AND THEY DID FOLLOW AMMON, AND THEY RUSHED FORTH WITH MUCH SWIFTNESS AND DID HEAD THE FLOCKS OF THE KING, AND DID GATHER THEM TOGETHER AGAIN TO THE PLACE OF WATER. AND THOSE MEN AGAIN STOOD TO SCATTER THEIR FLOCKS; BUT AMMON SAID UNTO HIS BRETHREN: ENCIRCLE THE FLOCKS, ROUND ABOUT THAT THEY FLEE NOT; AND I GO AND CONTEND WITH THESE MEN WHO DO SCATTER OUR FLOCKS. THEREFORE, THEY DID AS AMMON COMMANDED THEM, AND HE WENT FORTH AND STOOD TO CONTEND WITH THOSE WHO STOOD BY THE WATERS OF SEBUS; AND THEY WERE IN NUMBER NOT A FEW. THEREFORE THEY DID NOT FEAR AMMON, FOR THEY SUPPOSED THAT ONE OF THEIR MEN COULD SLAY HIM ACCORDING TO THEIR PLEASURE, FOR THEY KNEW NOT THAT THE LORD HAD PROMISED MOSIAH THAT HE WOULD DELIVER HIS SONS OUT OF THEIR HANDS; NEITHER DID THEY KNOW ANYTHING CONCERNING THE LORD; THEREFORE THEY DELIGHTED IN THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR BRETHREN; AND FOR THIS CAUSE THEY STOOD TO SCATTER THE FLOCKS OF THE KING. BUT AMMON STOOD FORTH AND BEGAN TO CAST STONES AT THEM WITH HIS SLING; YEA, WITH MIGHTY POWER HE DID SLING STONES AMONGST THEM; AND THUS, HE SLEW A CERTAIN NUMBER OF THEM INSOMUCH THAT THEY BEGAN TO BE ASTONISHED AT HIS POWER; NEVERTHELESS, THEY WERE ANGRY BECAUSE OF THE SLAIN OF THEIR BRETHREN, AND THEY WERE DETERMINED THAT HE SHOULD FALL; THEREFORE, SEEING THAT THEY COULD NOT HIT HIM WITH THEIR STONES, THEY CAME FORTH WITH CLUBS TO SLAY HIM. BUT BEHOLD, EVERY MAN THAT LIFTED HIS CLUB TO SMITE AMMON, HE SMOTE OFF THEIR ARMS WITH HIS SWORD; FOR HE DID WITHSTAND THEIR BLOWS BY SMITING THEIR ARMS WITH THE EDGE OF HIS SWORD, INSOMUCH THAT THEY BEGAN TO BE ASTONISHED, AND BEGAN TO FLEE BEFORE HIM; YEA, AND THEY WERE NOT FEW IN NUMBER; AND HE CAUSED THEM TO FLEE BY THE STRENGTH OF HIS ARM. NOW SIX OF THEM HAD FALLEN BY THE SLING, BUT HE SLEW NONE SAVE IT WERE THEIR LEADER WITH HIS SWORD; AND HE SMOTE OFF AS MANY OF THEIR ARMS AS WERE LIFTED AGAINST HIM, AND THEY WERE NOT A FEW. AND WHEN HE HAD DRIVEN THEM AFAR OFF, HE RETURNED AND THEY WATERED THEIR FLOCKS AND RETURNED THEM TO THE PASTURE OF THE KING, AND THEN WENT IN UNTO THE KING, BEARING THE ARMS WHICH HAD BEEN SMITTEN OFF BY THE SWORD OF AMMON, OF THOSE WHO SOUGHT TO SLAY HIM; AND THEY WERE CARRIED IN UNTO THE KING FOR A TESTIMONY OF THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAD DONE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KING LAMONI CAUSED THAT HIS SERVANTS SHOULD STAND FORTH AND TESTIFY TO ALL THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAD SEEN CONCERNING THE MATTER. AND WHEN THEY HAD ALL TESTIFIED TO THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAD SEEN, AND HE HAD LEARNED OF THE FAITHFULNESS OF AMMON IN PRESERVING HIS FLOCKS, AND ALSO OF HIS GREAT POWER IN CONTENDING AGAINST THOSE WHO SOUGHT TO SLAY HIM, HE WAS ASTONISHED EXCEEDINGLY, AND SAID: SURELY, THIS IS MORE THAN A MAN. BEHOLD, IS NOT THIS THE GREAT SPIRIT WHO DOTH SEND SUCH GREAT PUNISHMENTS UPON THIS PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF THEIR MURDERS? AND THEY ANSWERED THE KING, AND SAID: WHETHER HE BE THE GREAT SPIRIT OR A MAN, WE KNOW NOT; BUT THIS MUCH WE DO KNOW, THAT HE CANNOT BE SLAIN BY THE ENEMIES OF THE KING; NEITHER CAN THEY SCATTER THE KING’S FLOCKS WHEN HE IS WITH US, BECAUSE OF HIS EXPERTNESS AND GREAT STRENGTH; THEREFORE, WE KNOW THAT HE IS A FRIEND TO THE KING. AND NOW, O KING, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT A MAN HAS SUCH GREAT POWER, FOR WE KNOW HE CANNOT BE SLAIN. AND NOW, WHEN THE KING HEARD THESE WORDS, HE SAID UNTO THEM: NOW I KNOW THAT IT IS THE GREAT SPIRIT; AND HE HAS COME DOWN AT THIS TIME TO PRESERVE YOUR LIVES, THAT I MIGHT NOT SLAY YOU AS I DID YOUR BRETHREN. NOW THIS IS THE GREAT SPIRIT OF WHOM OUR FATHERS HAVE SPOKEN. NOW THIS WAS THE TRADITION OF LAMONI, WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED FROM HIS FATHER, THAT THERE WAS A GREAT SPIRIT. NOTWITHSTANDING THEY BELIEVED IN A GREAT SPIRIT, THEY SUPPOSED THAT WHATSOEVER THEY DID WAS RIGHT; NEVERTHELESS, LAMONI BEGAN TO FEAR EXCEEDINGLY, WITH FEAR LEST HE HAD DONE WRONG IN SLAYING HIS SERVANTS; FOR HE HAD SLAIN MANY OF THEM BECAUSE THEIR BRETHREN HAD SCATTERED THEIR FLOCKS AT THE PLACE OF WATER; AND THUS, BECAUSE THEY HAD HAD THEIR FLOCKS SCATTERED THEY WERE SLAIN. NOW IT WAS THE PRACTICE OF THESE LAMANITES TO STAND BY THE WATERS OF SEBUS TO SCATTER THE FLOCKS OF THE PEOPLE, THAT THEREBY THEY MIGHT DRIVE AWAY MANY THAT WERE SCATTERED UNTO THEIR OWN LAND, IT BEING A PRACTICE OF PLUNDER AMONG THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KING LAMONI INQUIRED OF HIS SERVANTS, SAYING: WHERE IS THIS MAN THAT HAS SUCH GREAT POWER? AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM: BEHOLD, HE IS FEEDING THY HORSES. NOW THE KING HAD COMMANDED HIS SERVANTS, PREVIOUS TO THE TIME OF THE WATERING OF THEIR FLOCKS, THAT THEY SHOULD PREPARE HIS HORSES AND CHARIOTS, AND CONDUCT HIM FORTH TO THE LAND OF NEPHI; FOR THERE HAD BEEN A GREAT FEAST APPOINTED AT THE LAND OF NEPHI, BY THE FATHER OF LAMONI, WHO WAS KING OVER ALL THE LAND. NOW WHEN KING LAMONI HEARD THAT AMMON WAS PREPARING HIS HORSES AND HIS CHARIOTS HE WAS MORE ASTONISHED, BECAUSE OF THE FAITHFULNESS OF AMMON, SAYING: SURELY THERE HAS NOT BEEN ANY SERVANT AMONG ALL MY SERVANTS THAT HAS BEEN SO FAITHFUL AS THIS MAN; FOR EVEN HE DOTH REMEMBER ALL MY COMMANDMENTS TO EXECUTE THEM. NOW I SURELY KNOW THAT THIS IS THE GREAT SPIRIT, AND I WOULD DESIRE HIM THAT HE COME IN UNTO ME, BUT I DURST NOT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN AMMON HAD MADE READY THE HORSES AND THE CHARIOTS FOR THE KING AND HIS SERVANTS, HE WENT IN UNTO THE KING, AND HE SAW THAT THE COUNTENANCE OF THE KING WAS CHANGED; THEREFORE, HE WAS ABOUT TO RETURN OUT OF HIS PRESENCE. AND ONE OF THE KING’S SERVANTS SAID UNTO HIM, RABBANAH, WHICH IS, BEING INTERPRETED, POWERFUL OR GREAT KING, CONSIDERING THEIR KINGS TO BE POWERFUL; AND THUS, HE SAID UNTO HIM: RABBANAH, THE KING DESIRETH THEE TO STAY. THEREFORE, AMMON TURNED HIMSELF UNTO THE KING, AND SAID UNTO HIM: WHAT WILT THOU THAT I SHOULD DO FOR THEE, O KING? AND THE KING ANSWERED HIM NOT FOR THE SPACE OF AN HOUR, ACCORDING TO THEIR TIME, FOR HE KNEW NOT WHAT HE SHOULD SAY UNTO HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMMON SAID UNTO HIM AGAIN: WHAT DESIREST THOU OF ME? BUT THE KING ANSWERED HIM NOT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMMON, BEING FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THEREFORE HE PERCEIVED THE THOUGHTS OF THE KING. AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: IS IT BECAUSE THOU HAST HEARD THAT I DEFENDED THY SERVANTS AND THY FLOCKS, AND SLEW SEVEN OF THEIR BRETHREN WITH THE SLING AND WITH THE SWORD, AND SMOTE OFF THE ARMS OF OTHERS, IN ORDER TO DEFEND THY FLOCKS AND THY SERVANTS; BEHOLD, IS IT THIS THAT CAUSETH THY MARVELINGS? I SAY UNTO YOU, WHAT IS IT, THAT THY MARVELINGS ARE SO GREAT? BEHOLD, I AM A MAN, AND AM THY SERVANT; THEREFORE, WHATSOEVER THOU DESIREST WHICH IS RIGHT, THAT WILL I DO. NOW WHEN THE KING HAD HEARD THESE WORDS, HE MARVELED AGAIN, FOR HE BEHELD THAT AMMON COULD DISCERN HIS THOUGHTS; BUT NOTWITHSTANDING THIS, KING LAMONI DID OPEN HIS MOUTH, AND SAID UNTO HIM: WHO ART THOU? ART THOU THAT GREAT SPIRIT, WHO KNOWS ALL THINGS? AMMON ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM: I AM NOT. AND THE KING SAID: HOW KNOWEST THOU THE THOUGHTS OF MY HEART? THOU MAYEST SPEAK BOLDLY, AND TELL ME CONCERNING THESE THINGS; AND ALSO TELL ME BY WHAT POWER YE SLEW AND SMOTE OFF THE ARMS OF MY BRETHREN THAT SCATTERED MY FLOCKS—AND NOW, IF THOU WILT TELL ME CONCERNING THESE THINGS, WHATSOEVER THOU DESIREST I WILL GIVE UNTO THEE; AND IF IT WERE NEEDED, I WOULD GUARD THEE WITH MY ARMIES; BUT I KNOW THAT THOU ART MORE POWERFUL THAN ALL THEY; NEVERTHELESS, WHATSOEVER THOU DESIREST OF ME I WILL GRANT IT UNTO THEE. NOW AMMON BEING WISE, YET HARMLESS, HE SAID UNTO LAMONI: WILT THOU HEARKEN UNTO MY WORDS, IF I TELL THEE BY WHAT POWER I DO THESE THINGS? AND THIS IS THE THING THAT I DESIRE OF THEE. AND THE KING ANSWERED HIM, AND SAID: YEA, I WILL BELIEVE ALL THY WORDS. AND THUS, HE WAS CAUGHT WITH GUILE. AND AMMON BEGAN TO SPEAK UNTO HIM WITH BOLDNESS, AND SAID UNTO HIM: BELIEVEST THOU THAT THERE IS A GOD? AND HE ANSWERED, AND SAID UNTO HIM: I DO NOT KNOW WHAT THAT MEANETH. AND THEN AMMON SAID: BELIEVEST THOU THAT THERE IS A GREAT SPIRIT? AND HE SAID, YEA. AND AMMON SAID: THIS IS GOD. AND AMMON SAID UNTO HIM AGAIN: BELIEVEST THOU THAT THIS GREAT SPIRIT, WHO IS GOD, CREATED ALL THINGS WHICH ARE IN HEAVEN AND IN THE EARTH? AND HE SAID: YEA, I BELIEVE THAT HE CREATED ALL THINGS WHICH ARE IN THE EARTH; BUT I DO NOT KNOW THE HEAVENS. AND AMMON SAID UNTO HIM: THE HEAVENS IS A PLACE WHERE GOD DWELLS AND ALL HIS HOLY ANGELS. AND KING LAMONI SAID: IS IT ABOVE THE EARTH? AND AMMON SAID: YEA, AND HE LOOKETH DOWN UPON ALL THE CHILDREN OF MEN; AND HE KNOWS ALL THE THOUGHTS AND INTENTS OF THE HEART; FOR BY HIS HAND WERE THEY ALL CREATED FROM THE BEGINNING. AND KING LAMONI SAID: I BELIEVE ALL THESE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST SPOKEN. ART, THOU SENT FROM GOD? AMMON SAID UNTO HIM: I AM A MAN; AND MAN IN THE BEGINNING WAS CREATED AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD, AND I AM CALLED BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT TO TEACH THESE THINGS UNTO THIS PEOPLE, THAT THEY MAY BE BROUGHT TO A KNOWLEDGE OF THAT WHICH IS JUST AND TRUE; AND A PORTION OF THAT SPIRIT DWELLETH IN ME, WHICH GIVETH ME KNOWLEDGE, AND ALSO POWER ACCORDING TO MY FAITH AND DESIRES WHICH ARE IN GOD. NOW WHEN AMMON HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HE BEGAN AT THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, AND ALSO THE CREATION OF ADAM, AND TOLD HIM ALL THE THINGS CONCERNING THE FALL OF MAN, AND REHEARSED AND LAID BEFORE HIM THE RECORDS AND THE HOLY SCRIPTURES OF THE PEOPLE, WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY THE PROPHETS, EVEN DOWN TO THE TIME THAT THEIR FATHER, LEHI, LEFT JERUSALEM. AND HE ALSO REHEARSED UNTO THEM (FOR IT WAS UNTO THE KING AND TO HIS SERVANTS) ALL THE JOURNEYINGS OF THEIR FATHERS IN THE WILDERNESS, AND ALL THEIR SUFFERINGS WITH HUNGER AND THIRST, AND THEIR TRAVAIL, AND SO FORTH. AND HE ALSO REHEARSED UNTO THEM CONCERNING THE REBELLIONS OF LAMAN AND LEMUEL, AND THE SONS OF ISHMAEL, YEA, ALL THEIR REBELLIONS DID HE RELATE UNTO THEM; AND HE EXPOUNDED UNTO THEM ALL THE RECORDS AND SCRIPTURES FROM THE TIME THAT LEHI LEFT JERUSALEM DOWN TO THE PRESENT TIME. BUT THIS IS NOT ALL; FOR HE EXPOUNDED UNTO THEM THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION, WHICH WAS PREPARED FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD; AND HE ALSO MADE KNOWN UNTO THEM CONCERNING THE COMING OF CHRIST, AND ALL THE WORKS OF THE LORD DID HE MAKE KNOWN UNTO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER HE HAD SAID ALL THESE THINGS, AND EXPOUNDED THEM TO THE KING, THAT THE KING BELIEVED ALL HIS WORDS. AND HE BEGAN TO CRY UNTO THE LORD, SAYING: O LORD, HAVE MERCY; ACCORDING TO THY ABUNDANT MERCY WHICH THOU HAST HAD UPON THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, HAVE UPON ME, AND MY PEOPLE. AND NOW, WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE FELL UNTO THE EARTH, AS IF HE WERE DEAD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HIS SERVANTS TOOK HIM AND CARRIED HIM IN UNTO HIS WIFE, AND LAID HIM UPON A BED; AND HE LAY AS IF HE WERE DEAD FOR THE SPACE OF TWO DAYS AND TWO NIGHTS; AND HIS WIFE, AND HIS SONS, AND HIS DAUGHTERS MOURNED OVER HIM, AFTER THE MANNER OF THE LAMANITES, GREATLY LAMENTING HIS LOSS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER TWO DAYS AND TWO NIGHTS THEY WERE ABOUT TO TAKE HIS BODY AND LAY IT IN A SEPULCHRE, WHICH THEY HAD MADE FOR THE PURPOSE OF BURYING THEIR DEAD. NOW THE QUEEN HAVING HEARD OF THE FAME OF AMMON, THEREFORE SHE SENT AND DESIRED THAT HE SHOULD COME IN UNTO HER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMMON DID AS HE WAS COMMANDED, AND WENT IN UNTO THE QUEEN, AND DESIRED TO KNOW WHAT SHE WOULD THAT HE SHOULD DO. AND SHE SAID UNTO HIM: THE SERVANTS OF MY HUSBAND HAVE MADE IT KNOWN UNTO ME THAT THOU ART A PROPHET OF A HOLY GOD, AND THAT THOU HAST POWER TO DO MANY MIGHTY WORKS IN HIS NAME; THEREFORE, IF THIS IS THE CASE, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD GO IN AND SEE MY HUSBAND, FOR HE HAS BEEN LAID UPON HIS BED FOR THE SPACE OF TWO DAYS AND TWO NIGHTS; AND SOME SAY THAT HE IS NOT DEAD, BUT OTHERS SAY THAT HE IS DEAD AND THAT HE STINKETH, AND THAT HE OUGHT TO BE PLACED IN THE SEPULCHRE; BUT AS FOR MYSELF, TO ME HE DOTH NOT STINK. NOW, THIS WAS WHAT AMMON DESIRED, FOR HE KNEW THAT KING LAMONI WAS UNDER THE POWER OF GOD; HE KNEW THAT THE DARK VEIL OF UNBELIEF WAS BEING CAST AWAY FROM HIS MIND, AND THE LIGHT WHICH DID LIGHT UP HIS MIND, WHICH WAS THE LIGHT OF THE GLORY OF GOD, WHICH WAS A MARVELOUS LIGHT OF HIS GOODNESS—YEA, THIS LIGHT HAD INFUSED SUCH JOY INTO HIS SOUL, THE CLOUD OF DARKNESS HAVING BEEN DISPELLED, AND THAT THE LIGHT OF EVERLASTING LIFE WAS LIT UP IN HIS SOUL, YEA, HE KNEW THAT THIS HAD OVERCOME HIS NATURAL FRAME, AND HE WAS CARRIED AWAY IN GOD—THEREFORE, WHAT THE QUEEN DESIRED OF HIM WAS HIS ONLY DESIRE. THEREFORE, HE WENT IN TO SEE THE KING ACCORDING AS THE QUEEN HAD DESIRED HIM; AND HE SAW THE KING, AND HE KNEW THAT HE WAS NOT DEAD. AND HE SAID UNTO THE QUEEN: HE IS NOT DEAD, BUT HE SLEEPETH IN GOD, AND ON THE MORROW, HE SHALL RISE AGAIN; THEREFORE, BURY HIM NOT. AND AMMON SAID UNTO HER: BELIEVEST THOU THIS? AND SHE SAID UNTO HIM: I HAVE HAD NO WITNESS SAVE THY WORD, AND THE WORD OF OUR SERVANTS; NEVERTHELESS, I BELIEVE THAT IT SHALL BE ACCORDING AS THOU HAST SAID. AND AMMON SAID UNTO HER: BLESSED ART THOU BECAUSE OF THY EXCEEDING FAITH; I SAY UNTO THEE, WOMAN, THERE HAS NOT BEEN SUCH GREAT FAITH AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SHE WATCHED OVER THE BED OF HER HUSBAND, FROM THAT TIME EVEN UNTIL THAT TIME ON THE MORROW WHICH AMMON HAD APPOINTED THAT HE SHOULD RISE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE AROSE, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF AMMON; AND AS HE AROSE, HE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND UNTO THE WOMAN, AND SAID: BLESSED BE THE NAME OF GOD, AND BLESSED ART THOU. FOR AS SURE AS THOU LIVEST, BEHOLD, I HAVE SEEN MY REDEEMER; AND HE SHALL COME FORTH, AND BE BORN OF A WOMAN, AND HE SHALL REDEEM ALL MANKIND WHO BELIEVE ON HIS NAME. NOW, WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HIS HEART WAS SWOLLEN WITHIN HIM, AND HE SUNK AGAIN WITH JOY; AND THE QUEEN ALSO SUNK DOWN, BEING OVERPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT. NOW AMMON SEEING THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD POURED OUT ACCORDING TO HIS PRAYERS UPON THE LAMANITES, HIS BRETHREN, WHO HAD BEEN THE CAUSE OF SO MUCH MOURNING AMONG THE NEPHITES, OR AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE OF GOD BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITIES AND THEIR TRADITIONS, HE FELL UPON HIS KNEES, AND BEGAN TO POUR OUT HIS SOUL IN PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING TO GOD FOR WHAT HE HAD DONE FOR HIS BRETHREN; AND HE WAS ALSO OVERPOWERED WITH JOY; AND THUS THEY ALL THREE HAD SUNK TO THE EARTH. NOW, WHEN THE SERVANTS OF THE KING HAD SEEN THAT THEY HAD FALLEN, THEY ALSO BEGAN TO CRY UNTO GOD, FOR THE FEAR OF THE LORD HAD COME UPON THEM ALSO, FOR IT WAS THEY WHO HAD STOOD BEFORE THE KING AND TESTIFIED UNTO HIM CONCERNING THE GREAT POWER OF AMMON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD, IN THEIR MIGHT, EVEN UNTIL THEY HAD ALL FALLEN TO THE EARTH, SAVE IT WERE ONE OF THE LAMANITISH WOMEN, WHOSE NAME WAS ABISH, SHE HAVING BEEN CONVERTED UNTO THE LORD FOR MANY YEARS, ON ACCOUNT OF A REMARKABLE VISION OF HER FATHER—THUS, HAVING BEEN CONVERTED TO THE LORD, AND NEVER HAVING MADE IT KNOWN, THEREFORE, WHEN SHE SAW THAT ALL THE SERVANTS OF LAMONI HAD FALLEN TO THE EARTH, AND ALSO HER MISTRESS, THE QUEEN, AND THE KING, AND AMMON LAY PROSTRATE UPON THE EARTH, SHE KNEW THAT IT WAS THE POWER OF GOD; AND SUPPOSING THAT THIS OPPORTUNITY, BY MAKING KNOWN UNTO THE PEOPLE WHAT HAD HAPPENED AMONG THEM, THAT BY BEHOLDING THIS SCENE IT WOULD CAUSE THEM TO BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF GOD, THEREFORE SHE RAN FORTH FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE, MAKING IT KNOWN UNTO THE PEOPLE. AND THEY BEGAN TO ASSEMBLE THEMSELVES TOGETHER UNTO THE HOUSE OF THE KING. AND THERE CAME A MULTITUDE, AND TO THEIR ASTONISHMENT, THEY BEHELD THE KING, AND THE QUEEN, AND THEIR SERVANTS PROSTRATE UPON THE EARTH, AND THEY ALL LAY THERE AS THOUGH THEY WERE DEAD; AND THEY ALSO SAW AMMON, AND BEHOLD, HE WAS A NEPHITE. AND NOW THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO MURMUR AMONG THEMSELVES; SOME SAYING THAT IT WAS A GREAT EVIL THAT HAD COME UPON THEM, OR UPON THE KING AND HIS HOUSE, BECAUSE HE HAD SUFFERED THAT THE NEPHITE SHOULD REMAIN IN THE LAND. BUT OTHERS REBUKED THEM, SAYING: THE KING HATH BROUGHT THIS EVIL UPON HIS HOUSE, BECAUSE HE SLEW HIS SERVANTS WHO HAD HAD THEIR FLOCKS SCATTERED AT THE WATERS OF SEBUS. AND THEY WERE ALSO REBUKED BY THOSE MEN WHO HAD STOOD AT THE WATERS OF SEBUS AND SCATTERED THE FLOCKS WHICH BELONGED TO THE KING, FOR THEY WERE ANGRY WITH AMMON BECAUSE OF THE NUMBER WHICH HE HAD SLAIN OF THEIR BRETHREN AT THE WATERS OF SEBUS, WHILE DEFENDING THE FLOCKS OF THE KING. NOW, ONE OF THEM, WHOSE BROTHER HAD BEEN SLAIN WITH THE SWORD OF AMMON, BEING EXCEEDINGLY ANGRY WITH AMMON, DREW HIS SWORD AND WENT FORTH THAT HE MIGHT LET IT FALL UPON AMMON, TO SLAY HIM; AND AS HE LIFTED THE SWORD TO SMITE HIM, BEHOLD, HE FELL DEAD. NOW WE SEE THAT AMMON COULD NOT BE SLAIN, FOR THE LORD HAD SAID UNTO MOSIAH, HIS FATHER: I WILL SPARE HIM, AND IT SHALL BE UNTO HIM ACCORDING TO THY FAITH—THEREFORE, MOSIAH TRUSTED HIM UNTO THE LORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE MULTITUDE BEHELD THAT THE MAN HAD FALLEN DEAD, WHO LIFTED THE SWORD TO SLAY AMMON, FEAR CAME UPON THEM ALL, AND THEY DURST NOT PUT FORTH THEIR HANDS TO TOUCH HIM OR ANY OF THOSE WHO HAD FALLEN; AND THEY BEGAN TO MARVEL AGAIN AMONG THEMSELVES WHAT COULD BE THE CAUSE OF THIS GREAT POWER, OR WHAT ALL THESE THINGS COULD MEAN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE MANY AMONG THEM WHO SAID THAT AMMON WAS THE GREAT SPIRIT, AND OTHERS SAID HE WAS SENT BY THE GREAT SPIRIT; BUT OTHERS REBUKED THEM ALL, SAYING THAT HE WAS A MONSTER, WHO HAD BEEN SENT FROM THE NEPHITES TO TORMENT THEM. AND THERE WERE SOME WHO SAID THAT AMMON WAS SENT BY THE GREAT SPIRIT TO AFFLICT THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITIES; AND THAT IT WAS THE GREAT SPIRIT THAT HAD ALWAYS ATTENDED THE NEPHITES, WHO HAD EVER DELIVERED THEM OUT OF THEIR HANDS; AND THEY SAID THAT IT WAS THIS GREAT SPIRIT WHO HAD DESTROYED SO MANY OF THEIR BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES. AND THUS, THE CONTENTION BEGAN TO BE EXCEEDINGLY SHARP AMONG THEM. AND WHILE THEY WERE THUS CONTENDING, THE WOMAN SERVANT WHO HAD CAUSED THE MULTITUDE TO BE GATHERED TOGETHER CAME, AND WHEN SHE SAW THE CONTENTION WHICH WAS AMONG THE MULTITUDE, SHE WAS EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL, EVEN UNTO TEARS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SHE WENT AND TOOK THE QUEEN BY THE HAND, THAT PERHAPS SHE MIGHT RAISE HER FROM THE GROUND; AND AS SOON AS SHE TOUCHED HER HAND SHE AROSE AND STOOD UPON HER FEET, AND CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING: O BLESSED JESUS, WHO HAS SAVED ME FROM AN AWFUL HELL! O BLESSED GOD, HAVE MERCY ON THIS PEOPLE! AND WHEN SHE HAD SAID THIS, SHE CLASPED HER HANDS, BEING FILLED WITH JOY, SPEAKING MANY WORDS WHICH WERE NOT UNDERSTOOD; AND WHEN SHE HAD DONE THIS, SHE TOOK THE KING, LAMONI, BY THE HAND, AND BEHOLD HE AROSE AND STOOD UPON HIS FEET. AND HE, IMMEDIATELY, SEEING THE CONTENTION AMONG HIS PEOPLE, WENT FORTH AND BEGAN TO REBUKE THEM, AND TO TEACH THEM THE WORDS WHICH HE HAD HEARD FROM THE MOUTH OF AMMON; AND AS MANY AS HEARD HIS WORDS BELIEVED, AND WERE CONVERTED UNTO THE LORD. BUT THERE WERE MANY AMONG THEM WHO WOULD NOT HEAR HIS WORDS; THEREFORE, THEY WENT THEIR WAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN AMMON AROSE, HE ALSO ADMINISTERED UNTO THEM, AND ALSO DID ALL THE SERVANTS OF LAMONI; AND THEY DID ALL DECLARE UNTO THE PEOPLE THE SELFSAME THING—THAT THEIR HEARTS HAD BEEN CHANGED; THAT THEY HAD NO MORE DESIRE TO DO EVIL. AND BEHOLD, MANY DID DECLARE UNTO THE PEOPLE THAT THEY HAD SEEN ANGELS AND HAD CONVERSED WITH THEM; AND THUS, THEY HAD TOLD THEM THINGS OF GOD, AND OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE MANY THAT DID BELIEVE IN THEIR WORDS; AND AS MANY AS DID BELIEVE WERE BAPTIZED; AND THEY BECAME A RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE, AND THEY DID ESTABLISH A CHURCH AMONG THEM. AND THUS, THE WORK OF THE LORD DID COMMENCE AMONG THE LAMANITES; THUS, THE LORD DID BEGIN TO POUR OUT HIS SPIRIT UPON THEM; AND WE SEE THAT HIS ARM IS EXTENDED TO ALL PEOPLE WHO WILL REPENT AND BELIEVE ON HIS NAME. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD ESTABLISHED A CHURCH IN THAT LAND, THAT KING LAMONI DESIRED THAT AMMON SHOULD GO WITH HIM TO THE LAND OF NEPHI, THAT HE MIGHT SHOW HIM UNTO HIS FATHER. AND THE VOICE OF THE LORD CAME TO AMMON, SAYING: THOU SHALT NOT GO UP TO THE LAND OF NEPHI, FOR BEHOLD, THE KING WILL SEEK THY LIFE; BUT THOU SHALT GO TO THE LAND OF MIDDONI; FOR BEHOLD, THY BROTHER AARON, AND ALSO MULOKI AND AMMAH ARE IN PRISON. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN AMMON HAD HEARD THIS, HE SAID UNTO LAMONI: BEHOLD, MY BROTHER AND BRETHREN ARE IN PRISON AT MIDDONI, AND I GO THAT I MAY DELIVER THEM. NOW LAMONI SAID UNTO AMMON: I KNOW, IN THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD THOU CANST DO ALL THINGS. BUT BEHOLD, I WILL GO WITH THEE TO THE LAND OF MIDDONI; FOR THE KING OF THE LAND OF MIDDONI, WHOSE NAME IS ANTIOMNO, IS A FRIEND UNTO ME; THEREFORE, I GO TO THE LAND OF MIDDONI, THAT I MAY FLATTER THE KING OF THE LAND, AND HE WILL CAST THY BRETHREN OUT OF PRISON. NOW LAMONI SAID UNTO HIM: WHO TOLD THEE THAT THY BRETHREN WERE IN PRISON? AND AMMON SAID UNTO HIM: NO ONE HATH TOLD ME, SAVE IT BE GOD; AND HE SAID UNTO ME—GO AND DELIVER THY BRETHREN, FOR THEY ARE IN PRISON IN THE LAND OF MIDDONI. NOW WHEN LAMONI HAD HEARD THIS HE CAUSED THAT HIS SERVANTS SHOULD MAKE READY HIS HORSES AND HIS CHARIOTS. AND HE SAID UNTO AMMON: COME, I WILL GO WITH THEE DOWN TO THE LAND OF MIDDONI, AND THERE I WILL PLEAD WITH THE KING THAT HE WILL CAST THY BRETHREN OUT OF PRISON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS AMMON AND LAMONI WERE JOURNEYING THITHER, THEY MET THE FATHER OF LAMONI, WHO WAS KING OVER ALL THE LAND. AND BEHOLD, THE FATHER OF LAMONI SAID UNTO HIM: WHY DID YE NOT COME TO THE FEAST ON THAT GREAT DAY WHEN I MADE A FEAST UNTO MY SONS, AND UNTO MY PEOPLE? AND HE ALSO SAID: WHITHER ART THOU GOING WITH THIS NEPHITE, WHO IS ONE OF THE CHILDREN OF A LIAR? AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT LAMONI REHEARSED UNTO HIM WHITHER HE WAS GOING, FOR HE FEARED TO OFFEND HIM. AND HE ALSO TOLD HIM ALL THE CAUSE OF HIS TARRYING IN HIS OWN KINGDOM, THAT HE DID NOT GO UNTO HIS FATHER TO THE FEAST WHICH HE HAD PREPARED. AND NOW WHEN LAMONI HAD REHEARSED UNTO HIM ALL THESE THINGS, BEHOLD, TO HIS ASTONISHMENT, HIS FATHER WAS ANGRY WITH HIM, AND SAID: LAMONI, THOU ART GOING TO DELIVER THESE NEPHITES, WHO ARE SONS OF A LIAR. BEHOLD, HE ROBBED OUR FATHERS; AND NOW HIS CHILDREN ARE ALSO COME AMONGST US THAT THEY MAY, BY THEIR CUNNING AND THEIR LYINGS, DECEIVE US, THAT THEY AGAIN MAY ROB US OF OUR PROPERTY. NOW THE FATHER OF LAMONI COMMANDED HIM THAT HE SHOULD SLAY AMMON WITH THE SWORD. AND HE ALSO COMMANDED HIM THAT HE SHOULD NOT GO TO THE LAND OF MIDDONI, BUT THAT HE SHOULD RETURN WITH HIM TO THE LAND OF ISHMAEL. BUT LAMONI SAID UNTO HIM: I WILL NOT SLAY AMMON, NEITHER WILL I RETURN TO THE LAND OF ISHMAEL, BUT I GO TO THE LAND OF MIDDONI THAT I MAY RELEASE THE BRETHREN OF AMMON, FOR I KNOW THAT THEY ARE JUST MEN AND HOLY PROPHETS OF THE TRUE GOD. NOW WHEN HIS FATHER HAD HEARD THESE WORDS, HE WAS ANGRY WITH HIM, AND HE DREW HIS SWORD THAT HE MIGHT SMITE HIM TO THE EARTH. BUT AMMON STOOD FORTH AND SAID UNTO HIM: BEHOLD, THOU SHALT NOT SLAY THY SON; NEVERTHELESS, IT, WERE BETTER THAT HE SHOULD FALL THAN THEE, FOR BEHOLD, HE HAS REPENTED OF HIS SINS; BUT IF THOU SHOULDST FALL AT THIS TIME, IN THINE ANGER, THY SOUL COULD NOT BE SAVED. AND AGAIN, IT IS EXPEDIENT THAT THOU SHOULDST FORBEAR; FOR IF THOU SHOULDST SLAY THY SON, HE BEING AN INNOCENT MAN, HIS BLOOD WOULD CRY FROM THE GROUND TO THE LORD HIS GOD, FOR VENGEANCE TO COME UPON THEE; AND PERHAPS THOU WOULDST LOSE THY SOUL. NOW WHEN AMMON HAD SAID THESE WORDS UNTO HIM, HE ANSWERED HIM, SAYING: I KNOW THAT IF I SHOULD SLAY MY SON, THAT I SHOULD SHED INNOCENT BLOOD; FOR IT IS THOU THAT HAST SOUGHT TO DESTROY HIM. AND HE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND TO SLAY AMMON. BUT AMMON WITHSTOOD HIS BLOWS, AND ALSO SMOTE HIS ARM THAT HE COULD NOT USE IT. NOW WHEN THE KING SAW THAT AMMON COULD SLAY HIM, HE BEGAN TO PLEAD WITH AMMON THAT HE WOULD SPARE HIS LIFE. BUT AMMON RAISED HIS SWORD, AND SAID UNTO HIM: BEHOLD, I WILL SMITE THEE EXCEPT THOU WILT GRANT UNTO ME THAT MY BRETHREN MAY BE CAST OUT OF PRISON. NOW THE KING, FEARING HE SHOULD LOSE HIS LIFE, SAID: IF THOU WILT SPARE ME, I WILL GRANT UNTO THEE WHATSOEVER THOU WILT ASK, EVEN TO HALF OF THE KINGDOM. NOW WHEN AMMON SAW THAT HE HAD WROUGHT UPON THE OLD KING ACCORDING TO HIS DESIRE, HE SAID UNTO HIM: IF THOU WILT GRANT THAT MY BRETHREN MAY BE CAST OUT OF PRISON, AND ALSO THAT LAMONI MAY RETAIN HIS KINGDOM, AND THAT YE BE NOT DISPLEASED WITH HIM, BUT GRANT THAT HE MAY DO ACCORDING TO HIS OWN DESIRES IN WHATSOEVER THING HE THINKETH, THEN WILL I SPARE THEE; OTHERWISE I WILL SMITE THEE TO THE EARTH. NOW WHEN AMMON HAD SAID THESE WORDS, THE KING BEGAN TO REJOICE BECAUSE OF HIS LIFE. AND WHEN HE SAW THAT AMMON HAD NO DESIRE TO DESTROY HIM, AND WHEN HE ALSO SAW THE GREAT LOVE, HE HAD FOR HIS SON LAMONI, HE WAS ASTONISHED EXCEEDINGLY, AND SAID: BECAUSE THIS IS ALL THAT THOU HAST DESIRED, THAT I WOULD RELEASE THY BRETHREN, AND SUFFER THAT MY SON LAMONI SHOULD RETAIN HIS KINGDOM, BEHOLD, I WILL GRANT UNTO YOU THAT MY SON MAY RETAIN HIS KINGDOM FROM THIS TIME AND FOREVER; AND I WILL GOVERN HIM NO MORE—AND I WILL ALSO GRANT UNTO THEE THAT THY BRETHREN MAY BE CAST OUT OF PRISON, AND THOU AND THY BRETHREN MAY COME UNTO ME, IN MY KINGDOM; FOR I SHALL GREATLY DESIRE TO SEE THEE. FOR THE KING WAS GREATLY ASTONISHED AT THE WORDS WHICH HE HAD SPOKEN, AND ALSO AT THE WORDS WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY HIS SON LAMONI, THEREFORE HE WAS DESIROUS TO LEARN THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMMON AND LAMONI PROCEEDED ON THEIR JOURNEY TOWARDS THE LAND OF MIDDONI. AND LAMONI FOUND FAVOR IN THE EYES OF THE KING OF THE LAND; THEREFORE, THE BRETHREN OF AMMON WERE BROUGHT FORTH OUT OF PRISON. AND WHEN AMMON DID MEET THEM, HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL, FOR BEHOLD THEY WERE NAKED, AND THEIR SKINS WERE WORN EXCEEDINGLY BECAUSE OF BEING BOUND WITH STRONG CORDS. AND THEY ALSO HAD SUFFERED HUNGER, THIRST, AND ALL KINDS OF AFFLICTIONS; NEVERTHELESS, THEY WERE PATIENT IN ALL THEIR SUFFERINGS. AND, AS IT HAPPENED, IT WAS THEIR LOT TO HAVE FALLEN INTO THE HANDS OF A MORE HARDENED AND A MORE STIFFNECKED PEOPLE; THEREFORE THEY WOULD NOT HEARKEN UNTO THEIR WORDS, AND THEY HAD CAST THEM OUT, AND HAD SMITTEN THEM, AND HAD DRIVEN THEM FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE, AND FROM PLACE TO PLACE, EVEN UNTIL THEY HAD ARRIVED IN THE LAND OF MIDDONI; AND THERE THEY WERE TAKEN AND CAST INTO PRISON, AND BOUND WITH STRONG CORDS, AND KEPT IN PRISON FOR MANY DAYS, AND WERE DELIVERED BY LAMONI AND AMMON. AN ACCOUNT OF THE PREACHING OF AARON, AND MULOKI, AND THEIR BRETHREN, TO THE LAMANITES. 
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NOW WHEN AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN SEPARATED THEMSELVES IN THE BORDERS OF THE LAND OF THE LAMANITES, BEHOLD AARON TOOK HIS JOURNEY TOWARDS THE LAND WHICH WAS CALLED BY THE LAMANITES, JERUSALEM, CALLING IT AFTER THE LAND OF THEIR FATHERS’ NATIVITY; AND IT WAS AWAY JOINING THE BORDERS OF MORMON. NOW THE LAMANITES AND THE AMALEKITES AND THE PEOPLE OF AMULON HAD BUILT A GREAT CITY, WHICH WAS CALLED JERUSALEM. NOW THE LAMANITES OF THEMSELVES WERE SUFFICIENTLY HARDENED, BUT THE AMALEKITES AND THE AMULONITES WERE STILL HARDER; THEREFORE, THEY DID CAUSE THE LAMANITES THAT THEY SHOULD HARDEN THEIR HEARTS, THAT THEY SHOULD WAX STRONG IN WICKEDNESS AND THEIR ABOMINATIONS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AARON CAME TO THE CITY OF JERUSALEM, AND FIRST BEGAN TO PREACH TO THE AMALEKITES. AND HE BEGAN TO PREACH TO THEM IN THEIR SYNAGOGUES, FOR THEY HAD BUILT SYNAGOGUES AFTER THE ORDER OF THE NEHORS; FOR MANY OF THE AMALEKITES AND THE AMULONITES WERE AFTER THE ORDER OF THE NEHORS. THEREFORE, AS AARON ENTERED INTO ONE OF THEIR SYNAGOGUES TO PREACH UNTO THE PEOPLE, AND AS HE WAS SPEAKING UNTO THEM, BEHOLD THERE AROSE AN AMALEKITE AND BEGAN TO CONTEND WITH HIM, SAYING: WHAT IS THAT THOU HAST TESTIFIED? HAST THOU SEEN AN ANGEL? WHY DO NOT ANGELS APPEAR UNTO US? BEHOLD ARE NOT THIS PEOPLE AS GOOD AS THY PEOPLE? THOU ALSO SAYEST, EXCEPT WE REPENT WE SHALL PERISH. HOW KNOWEST THOU THE THOUGHT AND INTENT OF OUR HEARTS? HOW KNOWEST THOU THAT WE HAVE CAUSE TO REPENT? HOW KNOWEST THOU THAT WE ARE NOT A RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE? BEHOLD, WE HAVE BUILT SANCTUARIES, AND WE DO ASSEMBLE OURSELVES TOGETHER TO WORSHIP GOD. WE DO BELIEVE THAT GOD WILL SAVE ALL MEN. NOW AARON SAID UNTO HIM: BELIEVEST THOU THAT THE SON OF GOD SHALL COME TO REDEEM MANKIND FROM THEIR SINS? AND THE MAN SAID UNTO HIM: WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THOU KNOWEST ANY SUCH THING. WE DO NOT BELIEVE IN THESE FOOLISH TRADITIONS. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THOU KNOWEST OF THINGS TO COME, NEITHER DO WE BELIEVE THAT THY FATHERS AND ALSO THAT OUR FATHERS DID KNOW CONCERNING THE THINGS WHICH THEY SPAKE, OF THAT WHICH IS TO COME. NOW AARON BEGAN TO OPEN THE SCRIPTURES UNTO THEM CONCERNING THE COMING OF CHRIST, AND ALSO CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, AND THAT THERE COULD BE NO REDEMPTION FOR MANKIND SAVE IT WERE THROUGH THE DEATH AND SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST, AND THE ATONEMENT OF HIS BLOOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS AS HE BEGAN TO EXPOUND THESE THINGS UNTO THEM, THEY WERE ANGRY WITH HIM, AND BEGAN TO MOCK HIM; AND THEY WOULD NOT HEAR THE WORDS WHICH HE SPAKE. THEREFORE, WHEN HE SAW THAT THEY WOULD NOT HEAR HIS WORDS, HE DEPARTED OUT OF THEIR SYNAGOGUE, AND CAME OVER TO A VILLAGE WHICH WAS CALLED ANI-ANTI, AND THERE HE FOUND MULOKI PREACHING THE WORD UNTO THEM; AND ALSO, AMMAH AND HIS BRETHREN. AND THEY CONTENDED WITH MANY ABOUT THE WORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY SAW THAT THE PEOPLE WOULD HARDEN THEIR HEARTS, THEREFORE THEY DEPARTED AND CAME OVER INTO THE LAND OF MIDDONI. AND THEY DID PREACH THE WORD UNTO MANY, AND FEW BELIEVED ON THE WORDS WHICH THEY TAUGHT. NEVERTHELESS, AARON AND A CERTAIN NUMBER OF HIS BRETHREN WERE TAKEN AND CAST INTO PRISON, AND THE REMAINDER OF THEM FLED OUT OF THE LAND OF MIDDONI UNTO THE REGIONS ROUND ABOUT. AND THOSE WHO WERE CAST INTO PRISON SUFFERED MANY THINGS, AND THEY WERE DELIVERED BY THE HAND OF LAMONI AND AMMON, AND THEY WERE FED AND CLOTHED. AND THEY WENT FORTH AGAIN TO DECLARE THE WORD, AND THUS THEY WERE DELIVERED FOR THE FIRST TIME OUT OF PRISON; AND THUS, THEY HAD SUFFERED. AND THEY WENT FORTH WHITHERSOEVER THEY WERE LED BY THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD, PREACHING THE WORD OF GOD IN EVERY SYNAGOGUE OF THE AMALEKITES, OR IN EVERY ASSEMBLY OF THE LAMANITES WHERE THEY COULD BE ADMITTED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD BEGAN TO BLESS THEM, INSOMUCH THAT THEY BROUGHT MANY TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH; YEA, THEY DID CONVINCE MANY OF THEIR SINS, AND OF THE TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS, WHICH WERE NOT CORRECT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMMON AND LAMONI RETURNED FROM THE LAND OF MIDDONI TO THE LAND OF ISHMAEL, WHICH WAS THE LAND OF THEIR INHERITANCE. AND KING LAMONI WOULD NOT SUFFER THAT AMMON SHOULD SERVE HIM, OR BE HIS SERVANT. BUT HE CAUSED THAT THERE SHOULD BE SYNAGOGUES BUILT IN THE LAND OF ISHMAEL; AND HE CAUSED THAT HIS PEOPLE, OR THE PEOPLE WHO WERE UNDER HIS REIGN, SHOULD ASSEMBLE THEMSELVES TOGETHER. AND HE DID REJOICE OVER THEM, AND HE DID TEACH THEM MANY THINGS. AND HE DID ALSO DECLARE UNTO THEM THAT THEY WERE A PEOPLE WHO WERE UNDER HIM, AND THAT THEY WERE A FREE PEOPLE, THAT THEY WERE FREE FROM THE OPPRESSIONS OF THE KING, HIS FATHER; FOR THAT HIS FATHER HAD GRANTED UNTO HIM THAT HE MIGHT REIGN OVER THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF ISHMAEL, AND IN ALL THE LAND ROUND ABOUT. AND HE ALSO DECLARED UNTO THEM THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE THE LIBERTY OF WORSHIPING THE LORD THEIR GOD ACCORDING TO THEIR DESIRES, IN WHATSOEVER PLACE THEY WERE IN, IF IT WERE IN THE LAND WHICH WAS UNDER THE REIGN OF KING LAMONI. AND AMMON DID PREACH UNTO THE PEOPLE OF KING LAMONI; AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID TEACH THEM ALL THINGS CONCERNING THINGS PERTAINING TO RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND HE DID EXHORT THEM DAILY, WITH ALL DILIGENCE; AND THEY GAVE HEED UNTO HIS WORD, AND THEY WERE ZEALOUS FOR KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. NOW, AS AMMON WAS THUS TEACHING THE PEOPLE OF LAMONI CONTINUALLY, WE WILL RETURN TO THE ACCOUNT OF AARON AND HIS BRETHREN; FOR AFTER HE DEPARTED FROM THE LAND OF MIDDONI HE WAS LED BY THE SPIRIT TO THE LAND OF NEPHI, EVEN TO THE HOUSE OF THE KING WHICH WAS OVER ALL THE LAND SAVE IT WERE THE LAND OF ISHMAEL; AND HE WAS THE FATHER OF LAMONI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE WENT IN UNTO HIM INTO THE KING’S PALACE, WITH HIS BRETHREN, AND BOWED HIMSELF BEFORE THE KING, AND SAID UNTO HIM: BEHOLD, O KING, WE ARE THE BRETHREN OF AMMON, WHOM THOU HAST DELIVERED OUT OF PRISON. AND NOW, O KING, IF THOU WILT SPARE OUR LIVES, WE WILL BE THY SERVANTS. AND THE KING SAID UNTO THEM: ARISE, FOR I WILL GRANT UNTO YOU YOUR LIVES, AND I WILL NOT SUFFER THAT YE SHALL BE MY SERVANTS; BUT I WILL INSIST THAT YE SHALL ADMINISTER UNTO ME; FOR I HAVE BEEN SOMEWHAT TROUBLED IN MIND BECAUSE OF THE GENEROSITY AND THE GREATNESS OF THE WORDS OF THY BROTHER AMMON; AND I DESIRE TO KNOW THE CAUSE WHY HE HAS NOT COME UP OUT OF MIDDONI WITH THEE. AND AARON SAID UNTO THE KING: BEHOLD, THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD HAS CALLED HIM ANOTHER WAY; HE HAS GONE TO THE LAND OF ISHMAEL, TO TEACH THE PEOPLE OF LAMONI. NOW THE KING SAID UNTO THEM: WHAT IS THIS THAT YE HAVE SAID CONCERNING THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD? BEHOLD, THIS IS THE THING WHICH DOTH TROUBLE ME. AND ALSO, WHAT IS THIS THAT AMMON SAID—IF YE WILL REPENT YE SHALL BE SAVED, AND IF YE WILL NOT REPENT, YE SHALL BE CAST OFF AT THE LAST DAY? AND AARON ANSWERED HIM AND SAID UNTO HIM: BELIEVEST THOU THAT THERE IS A GOD? AND THE KING SAID: I KNOW THAT THE AMALEKITES SAY THAT THERE IS A GOD, AND I HAVE GRANTED UNTO THEM THAT THEY SHOULD BUILD SANCTUARIES, THAT THEY MAY ASSEMBLE THEMSELVES TOGETHER TO WORSHIP HIM. AND IF NOW THOU SAYEST THERE IS A GOD, BEHOLD I WILL BELIEVE. AND NOW WHEN AARON HEARD THIS, HIS HEART BEGAN TO REJOICE, AND HE SAID: BEHOLD, ASSUREDLY AS THOU LIVEST, O KING, THERE IS A GOD. AND THE KING SAID: IS GOD THAT GREAT SPIRIT THAT BROUGHT OUR FATHERS OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM? AND AARON SAID UNTO HIM: YEA, HE IS THAT GREAT SPIRIT, AND HE CREATED ALL THINGS BOTH IN HEAVEN AND IN EARTH. BELIEVEST THOU THIS? AND HE SAID: YEA, I BELIEVE THAT THE GREAT SPIRIT CREATED ALL THINGS, AND I DESIRE THAT YE SHOULD TELL ME CONCERNING ALL THESE THINGS, AND I WILL BELIEVE THY WORDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN AARON SAW THAT THE KING WOULD BELIEVE HIS WORDS, HE BEGAN FROM THE CREATION OF ADAM, READING THE SCRIPTURES UNTO THE KING—HOW GOD CREATED MAN AFTER HIS OWN IMAGE, AND THAT GOD GAVE HIM COMMANDMENTS, AND THAT BECAUSE OF TRANSGRESSION, MAN HAD FALLEN. AND AARON DID EXPOUND UNTO HIM THE SCRIPTURES FROM THE CREATION OF ADAM, LAYING THE FALL OF MAN BEFORE HIM, AND THEIR CARNAL STATE AND ALSO THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION, WHICH WAS PREPARED FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, THROUGH CHRIST, FOR ALL WHOSOEVER WOULD BELIEVE ON HIS NAME. AND SINCE MAN HAD FALLEN, HE COULD NOT MERIT ANYTHING OF HIMSELF; BUT THE SUFFERINGS AND DEATH OF CHRIST ATONE FOR THEIR SINS, THROUGH FAITH AND REPENTANCE, AND SO FORTH; AND THAT HE BREAKETH THE BANDS OF DEATH, THAT THE GRAVE SHALL HAVE NO VICTORY, AND THAT THE STING OF DEATH SHOULD BE SWALLOWED UP IN THE HOPES OF GLORY; AND AARON DID EXPOUND ALL THESE THINGS UNTO THE KING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER AARON HAD EXPOUNDED THESE THINGS UNTO HIM, THE KING SAID: WHAT SHALL I DO THAT I MAY HAVE THIS ETERNAL LIFE OF WHICH THOU HAST SPOKEN? YEA, WHAT SHALL I DO THAT I MAY BE BORN OF GOD, HAVING THIS WICKED SPIRIT ROOTED OUT OF MY BREAST, AND RECEIVE HIS SPIRIT, THAT I MAY BE FILLED WITH JOY, THAT I MAY NOT BE CAST OFF AT THE LAST DAY? BEHOLD, SAID HE, I WILL GIVE UP ALL THAT I POSSESS, YEA, I WILL FORSAKE MY KINGDOM, THAT I MAY RECEIVE THIS GREAT JOY. BUT AARON SAID UNTO HIM: IF THOU DESIREST THIS THING, IF THOU WILT BOW DOWN BEFORE GOD, YEA, IF THOU WILT REPENT OF ALL THY SINS, AND WILL BOW DOWN BEFORE GOD, AND CALL ON HIS NAME IN FAITH, BELIEVING THAT YE SHALL RECEIVE, THEN SHALT THOU RECEIVE THE HOPE WHICH THOU DESIREST. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN AARON HAD SAID THESE WORDS, THE KING DID BOW DOWN BEFORE THE LORD, UPON HIS KNEES; YEA, EVEN HE DID PROSTRATE HIMSELF UPON THE EARTH, AND CRIED MIGHTILY, SAYING: O GOD, AARON HATH TOLD ME THAT THERE IS A GOD; AND IF THERE IS A GOD, AND IF THOU ART GOD, WILT THOU MAKE THYSELF KNOWN UNTO ME, AND I WILL GIVE AWAY ALL MY SINS TO KNOW THEE, AND THAT I MAY BE RAISED FROM THE DEAD, AND BE SAVED AT THE LAST DAY. AND NOW WHEN THE KING HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HE WAS STRUCK AS IF HE WERE DEAD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HIS SERVANTS RAN AND TOLD THE QUEEN ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED UNTO THE KING. AND SHE CAME IN UNTO THE KING; AND WHEN SHE SAW HIM LAY AS IF HE WERE DEAD, AND ALSO AARON AND HIS BRETHREN STANDING AS THOUGH THEY HAD BEEN THE CAUSE OF HIS FALL, SHE WAS ANGRY WITH THEM, AND COMMANDED THAT HER SERVANTS, OR THE SERVANTS OF THE KING, SHOULD TAKE THEM AND SLAY THEM. NOW THE SERVANTS HAD SEEN THE CAUSE OF THE KING’S FALL, THEREFORE THEY DURST NOT LAY THEIR HANDS, ON AARON AND HIS BRETHREN; AND THEY PLED WITH THE QUEEN SAYING: WHY COMMANDEST THOU THAT WE SHOULD SLAY THESE MEN, WHEN BEHOLD ONE OF THEM IS MIGHTIER THAN US ALL? THEREFORE, WE SHALL FALL BEFORE THEM. NOW WHEN THE QUEEN SAW THE FEAR OF THE SERVANTS SHE ALSO BEGAN TO FEAR EXCEEDINGLY, LEST THERE SHOULD SOME EVIL COME UPON HER. AND SHE COMMANDED HER SERVANTS THAT THEY SHOULD GO AND CALL THE PEOPLE, THAT THEY MIGHT SLAY AARON AND HIS BRETHREN. NOW WHEN AARON SAW THE DETERMINATION OF THE QUEEN, HE, ALSO KNOWING THE HARDNESS OF THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE, FEARED LEST THAT A MULTITUDE SHOULD ASSEMBLE THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND THERE SHOULD BE A GREAT CONTENTION AND A DISTURBANCE AMONG THEM; THEREFORE, HE PUT FORTH HIS HAND AND RAISED THE KING FROM THE EARTH, AND SAID UNTO HIM: STAND. AND HE STOOD UPON HIS FEET, RECEIVING HIS STRENGTH. NOW THIS WAS DONE IN THE PRESENCE OF THE QUEEN AND MANY OF THE SERVANTS. AND WHEN THEY SAW IT, THEY GREATLY MARVELED, AND BEGAN TO FEAR. AND THE KING STOOD FORTH, AND BEGAN TO MINISTER UNTO THEM. AND HE DID MINISTER UNTO THEM, INSOMUCH THAT HIS WHOLE HOUSEHOLD WERE CONVERTED UNTO THE LORD. NOW THERE WAS A MULTITUDE GATHERED TOGETHER BECAUSE OF THE COMMANDMENT OF THE QUEEN, AND THERE BEGAN TO BE GREAT MURMURINGS AMONG THEM BECAUSE OF AARON AND HIS BRETHREN. BUT THE KING STOOD FORTH AMONG THEM AND ADMINISTERED UNTO THEM. AND THEY WERE PACIFIED TOWARDS AARON AND THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE KING SAW THAT THE PEOPLE WERE PACIFIED, HE CAUSED THAT AARON AND HIS BRETHREN SHOULD STAND FORTH IN THE MIDST OF THE MULTITUDE, AND THAT THEY SHOULD PREACH THE WORD UNTO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE KING SENT A PROCLAMATION THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND, AMONGST ALL HIS PEOPLE WHO WERE IN ALL HIS LAND, WHO WERE IN ALL THE REGIONS ROUND ABOUT, WHICH WAS BORDERING EVEN TO THE SEA, ON THE EAST AND ON THE WEST, AND WHICH WAS DIVIDED FROM THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA BY A NARROW STRIP OF WILDERNESS, WHICH RAN FROM THE SEA EAST EVEN TO THE SEA WEST, AND ROUND ABOUT ON THE BORDERS OF THE SEASHORE, AND THE BORDERS OF THE WILDERNESS WHICH WAS ON THE NORTH BY THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, THROUGH THE BORDERS OF MANTI, BY THE HEAD OF THE RIVER SIDON, RUNNING FROM THE EAST TOWARDS THE WEST—AND THUS WERE THE LAMANITES AND THE NEPHITES DIVIDED. NOW, THE MORE IDLE PART OF THE LAMANITES LIVED IN THE WILDERNESS, AND DWELT IN TENTS; AND THEY WERE SPREAD THROUGH THE WILDERNESS ON THE WEST, IN THE LAND OF NEPHI; YEA, AND ALSO ON THE WEST OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, IN THE BORDERS BY THE SEASHORE, AND ON THE WEST IN THE LAND OF NEPHI, IN THE PLACE OF THEIR FATHERS’ FIRST INHERITANCE, AND THUS BORDERING ALONG BY THE SEASHORE. AND ALSO, THERE WERE MANY LAMANITES ON THE EAST BY THE SEASHORE, WHITHER THE NEPHITES HAD DRIVEN THEM. AND THUS, THE NEPHITES WERE NEARLY SURROUNDED BY THE LAMANITES; NEVERTHELESS, THE NEPHITES HAD TAKEN POSSESSION OF ALL THE NORTHERN PARTS OF THE LAND BORDERING ON THE WILDERNESS, AT THE HEAD OF THE RIVER SIDON, FROM THE EAST TO THE WEST, ROUND ABOUT ON THE WILDERNESS SIDE; ON THE NORTH, EVEN UNTIL THEY CAME TO THE LAND WHICH THEY CALLED BOUNTIFUL. AND IT BORDERED UPON THE LAND WHICH THEY CALLED DESOLATION, IT BEING SO FAR NORTHWARD THAT IT CAME INTO THE LAND WHICH HAD BEEN PEOPLED AND BEEN DESTROYED, OF WHOSE BONES WE HAVE SPOKEN, WHICH WAS DISCOVERED BY THE PEOPLE OF ZARAHEMLA, IT BEING THE PLACE OF THEIR FIRST LANDING. AND THEY CAME FROM THERE UP INTO THE SOUTH WILDERNESS. THUS, THE LAND ON THE NORTHWARD WAS CALLED DESOLATION, AND THE LAND ON THE SOUTHWARD WAS CALLED BOUNTIFUL, IT BEING THE WILDERNESS WHICH IS FILLED WITH ALL MANNER OF WILD ANIMALS OF EVERY KIND, A PART OF WHICH HAD COME FROM THE LAND NORTHWARD FOR FOOD. AND NOW, IT WAS ONLY THE DISTANCE OF A DAY AND A HALF’S JOURNEY FOR A NEPHITE, ON THE LINE BOUNTIFUL AND THE LAND DESOLATION, FROM THE EAST TO THE WEST SEA; AND THUS, THE LAND OF NEPHI AND THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA WERE NEARLY SURROUNDED BY WATER, THERE BEING A SMALL NECK OF LAND BETWEEN THE LAND NORTHWARD AND THE LAND SOUTHWARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE NEPHITES HAD INHABITED THE LAND BOUNTIFUL, EVEN FROM THE EAST UNTO THE WEST SEA, AND THUS THE NEPHITES IN THEIR WISDOM, WITH THEIR GUARDS AND THEIR ARMIES, HAD HEMMED IN THE LAMANITES ON THE SOUTH, THAT THEREBY THEY SHOULD HAVE NO MORE POSSESSION ON THE NORTH, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT OVERRUN THE LAND NORTHWARD. THEREFORE, THE LAMANITES COULD HAVE NO MORE POSSESSIONS ONLY IN THE LAND OF NEPHI, AND THE WILDERNESS ROUND ABOUT. NOW THIS WAS WISDOM IN THE NEPHITES—AS THE LAMANITES WERE AN ENEMY TO THEM, THEY WOULD NOT SUFFER THEIR AFFLICTIONS ON EVERY HAND, AND ALSO THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE A COUNTRY WHITHER THEY MIGHT FLEE, ACCORDING TO THEIR DESIRES. AND NOW I, AFTER HAVING SAID THIS, RETURN AGAIN TO THE ACCOUNT OF AMMON AND AARON, OMNER AND HIMNI, AND THEIR BRETHREN.
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BEHOLD, NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE KING OF THE LAMANITES SENT A PROCLAMATION AMONG ALL HIS PEOPLE, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT LAY THEIR HANDS, ON AMMON, OR AARON, OR OMNER, OR HIMNI, NOR EITHER OF THEIR BRETHREN WHO SHOULD GO FORTH PREACHING THE WORD OF GOD, IN WHATSOEVER PLACE THEY SHOULD BE, IN ANY PART OF THEIR LAND. YEA, HE SENT A DECREE AMONG THEM, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT LAY THEIR HANDS ON THEM TO BIND THEM, OR TO CAST THEM INTO PRISON; NEITHER SHOULD THEY SPIT UPON THEM, NOR SMITE THEM, NOR CAST THEM OUT OF THEIR SYNAGOGUES, NOR SCOURGE THEM; NEITHER SHOULD THEY CAST STONES AT THEM, BUT THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE FREE ACCESS TO THEIR HOUSES, AND ALSO THEIR TEMPLES, AND THEIR SANCTUARIES. AND THUS THEY MIGHT GO FORTH AND PREACH THE WORD ACCORDING TO THEIR DESIRES, FOR THE KING HAD BEEN CONVERTED UNTO THE LORD, AND ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD; THEREFORE HE SENT HIS PROCLAMATION THROUGHOUT THE LAND UNTO HIS PEOPLE, THAT THE WORD OF GOD MIGHT HAVE NO OBSTRUCTION, BUT THAT IT MIGHT GO FORTH THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND, THAT HIS PEOPLE MIGHT BE CONVINCED CONCERNING THE WICKED TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS, AND THAT THEY MIGHT BE CONVINCED THAT THEY WERE ALL BRETHREN, AND THAT THEY OUGHT NOT TO MURDER, NOR TO PLUNDER, NOR TO STEAL, NOR TO COMMIT ADULTERY, NOR TO COMMIT ANY MANNER OF WICKEDNESS. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE KING HAD SENT FORTH THIS PROCLAMATION, THAT AARON AND HIS BRETHREN WENT FORTH FROM CITY TO CITY, AND FROM ONE HOUSE OF WORSHIP TO ANOTHER, ESTABLISHING CHURCHES, AND CONSECRATING PRIESTS AND TEACHERS THROUGHOUT THE LAND AMONG THE LAMANITES, TO PREACH AND TO TEACH THE WORD OF GOD AMONG THEM; AND THUS, THEY BEGAN TO HAVE GREAT SUCCESS. AND THOUSANDS WERE BROUGHT TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD, YEA, THOUSANDS WERE BROUGHT TO BELIEVE IN THE TRADITIONS OF THE NEPHITES; AND THEY WERE TAUGHT THE RECORDS AND PROPHECIES WHICH WERE HANDED DOWN EVEN TO THE PRESENT TIME. AND AS SURE AS THE LORD LIVETH, SO SURE AS MANY AS BELIEVED, OR AS MANY AS WERE BROUGHT TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, THROUGH THE PREACHING OF AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF REVELATION AND OF PROPHECY, AND THE POWER OF GOD WORKING MIRACLES IN THEM—YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, AS THE LORD LIVETH, AS MANY OF THE LAMANITES AS BELIEVED IN THEIR PREACHING, AND WERE CONVERTED UNTO THE LORD, NEVER DID FALL AWAY. FOR THEY BECAME A RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE; THEY DID LAY DOWN THE WEAPONS OF THEIR REBELLION, THAT THEY DID NOT FIGHT AGAINST GOD ANY MORE, NEITHER AGAINST ANY OF THEIR BRETHREN. NOW, THESE ARE THEY WHO WERE CONVERTED UNTO THE LORD: THE PEOPLE OF THE LAMANITES WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF ISHMAEL; AND ALSO OF THE PEOPLE OF THE LAMANITES WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF MIDDONI; AND ALSO OF THE PEOPLE OF THE LAMANITES WHO WERE IN THE CITY OF NEPHI; AND ALSO OF THE PEOPLE OF THE LAMANITES WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF SHILOM, AND WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF SHEMLON, AND IN THE CITY OF LEMUEL, AND IN THE CITY OF SHIMNILOM. AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE CITIES OF THE LAMANITES WHICH WERE CONVERTED UNTO THE LORD; AND THESE ARE THEY THAT LAID DOWN THE WEAPONS OF THEIR REBELLION, YEA, ALL THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR; AND THEY WERE ALL LAMANITES. AND THE AMALEKITES WERE NOT CONVERTED, SAVE ONLY ONE; NEITHER WERE ANY OF THE AMULONITES; BUT THEY DID HARDEN THEIR HEARTS, AND ALSO THE HEARTS OF THE LAMANITES IN THAT PART OF THE LAND WHERESOEVER THEY DWELT, YEA, AND ALL THEIR VILLAGES AND ALL THEIR CITIES. THEREFORE, WE HAVE NAMED ALL THE CITIES OF THE LAMANITES IN WHICH THEY DID REPENT AND COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, AND WERE CONVERTED. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE KING AND THOSE WHO WERE CONVERTED WERE DESIROUS THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE A NAME, THAT THEREBY THEY MIGHT BE DISTINGUISHED FROM THEIR BRETHREN; THEREFORE, THE KING CONSULTED WITH AARON AND MANY OF THEIR PRIESTS, CONCERNING THE NAME THAT THEY SHOULD TAKE UPON THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT BE DISTINGUISHED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY CALLED THEIR NAMES ANTI-NEPHI-LEHIES; AND THEY WERE CALLED BY THIS NAME AND WERE NO MORE CALLED LAMANITES. AND THEY BEGAN TO BE A VERY INDUSTRIOUS PEOPLE; YEA, AND THEY WERE FRIENDLY WITH THE NEPHITES; THEREFORE, THEY DID OPEN A CORRESPONDENCE WITH THEM, AND THE CURSE OF GOD DID NO MORE FOLLOW THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE AMALEKITES AND THE AMULONITES AND THE LAMANITES WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF AMULON, AND ALSO IN THE LAND OF HELAM, AND WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, AND IN FINE, IN ALL THE LAND ROUND ABOUT, WHO HAD NOT BEEN CONVERTED AND HAD NOT TAKEN UPON THEM THE NAME OF ANTI-NEPHI-LEHI, WERE STIRRED UP BY THE AMALEKITES AND BY THE AMULONITES TO ANGER AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN. AND THEIR HATRED BECAME EXCEEDINGLY SORE AGAINST THEM, EVEN INSOMUCH THAT THEY BEGAN TO REBEL AGAINST THEIR KING, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WOULD NOT THAT HE SHOULD BE THEIR KING; THEREFORE, THEY TOOK UP ARMS AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF ANTINEPHI-LEHI. NOW THE KING CONFERRED THE KINGDOM UPON HIS SON, AND HE CALLED HIS NAME ANTI-NEPHI-LEHI. AND THE KING DIED IN THAT SELFSAME YEAR THAT THE LAMANITES BEGAN TO MAKE PREPARATIONS FOR WAR AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF GOD. NOW WHEN AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN AND ALL THOSE WHO HAD COME UP WITH HIM SAW THE PREPARATIONS OF THE LAMANITES TO DESTROY THEIR BRETHREN, THEY CAME FORTH TO THE LAND OF MIDIAN, AND THERE AMMON MET ALL HIS BRETHREN; AND FROM THENCE THEY CAME TO THE LAND OF ISHMAEL THAT THEY MIGHT HOLD A COUNCIL WITH LAMONI AND ALSO WITH HIS BROTHER ANTI-NEPHI-LEHI, WHAT THEY SHOULD DO TO DEFEND THEMSELVES AGAINST THE LAMANITES. NOW THERE WAS NOT ONE SOUL AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE WHO HAD BEEN CONVERTED UNTO THE LORD THAT WOULD TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN; NAY, THEY WOULD NOT EVEN MAKE ANY PREPARATIONS FOR WAR; YEA, AND ALSO THEIR KING COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD NOT. NOW, THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH HE SAID UNTO THE PEOPLE CONCERNING THE MATTER: I THANK MY GOD, MY BELOVED PEOPLE, THAT OUR GREAT GOD HAS IN GOODNESS SENT THESE OUR BRETHREN, THE NEPHITES, UNTO US TO PREACH UNTO US, AND TO CONVINCE US OF THE TRADITIONS OF OUR WICKED FATHERS. AND BEHOLD, I THANK MY GREAT GOD THAT HE HAS GIVEN US A PORTION OF HIS SPIRIT TO SOFTEN OUR HEARTS, THAT WE HAVE OPENED A CORRESPONDENCE WITH THESE BRETHREN, THE NEPHITES. AND BEHOLD, I ALSO THANK MY GOD, THAT BY OPENING THIS CORRESPONDENCE WE HAVE BEEN CONVINCED OF OUR SINS, AND OF THE MANY MURDERS WHICH WE HAVE COMMITTED. AND I ALSO THANK MY GOD, YEA, MY GREAT GOD, THAT HE HATH GRANTED UNTO US THAT WE MIGHT REPENT OF THESE THINGS, AND ALSO THAT HE HATH FORGIVEN US OF THOSE OUR MANY SINS AND MURDERS WHICH WE HAVE COMMITTED, AND TAKEN AWAY THE GUILT FROM OUR HEARTS, THROUGH THE MERITS OF HIS SON. AND NOW BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, SINCE IT HAS BEEN ALL THAT WE COULD DO (AS WE WERE THE MOST LOST OF ALL MANKIND) TO REPENT OF ALL OUR SINS AND THE MANY MURDERS WHICH WE HAVE COMMITTED, AND TO GET GOD TO TAKE THEM AWAY FROM OUR HEARTS, FOR IT WAS ALL WE COULD DO TO REPENT SUFFICIENTLY BEFORE GOD THAT HE WOULD TAKE AWAY OUR STAIN—NOW, MY BEST BELOVED BRETHREN, SINCE GOD HATH TAKEN AWAY OUR STAINS, AND OUR SWORDS HAVE BECOME BRIGHT, THEN LET US STAIN OUR SWORDS NO MORE WITH THE BLOOD OF OUR BRETHREN. BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY, LET US RETAIN OUR SWORDS THAT THEY BE NOT STAINED WITH THE BLOOD OF OUR BRETHREN; FOR PERHAPS, IF WE SHOULD STAIN OUR SWORDS AGAIN, THEY CAN NO MORE BE WASHED BRIGHT THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THE SON OF OUR GREAT GOD, WHICH SHALL BE SHED FOR THE ATONEMENT OF OUR SINS. AND THE GREAT GOD HAS HAD MERCY ON US, AND MADE THESE THINGS KNOWN UNTO US THAT WE MIGHT NOT PERISH; YEA, AND HE HAS MADE THESE THINGS KNOWN UNTO US BEFOREHAND, BECAUSE HE LOVETH OUR SOULS AS WELL AS HE LOVETH OUR CHILDREN; THEREFORE, IN HIS MERCY HE DOTH VISIT US BY HIS ANGELS, THAT THE PLAN OF SALVATION MIGHT BE MADE KNOWN UNTO US AS WELL AS UNTO FUTURE GENERATIONS. OH, HOW MERCIFUL IS OUR GOD! AND NOW BEHOLD, SINCE IT HAS BEEN AS MUCH AS WE COULD DO TO GET OUR STAINS TAKEN AWAY FROM US, AND OUR SWORDS ARE MADE BRIGHT, LET US HIDE THEM AWAY THAT THEY MAY BE KEPT BRIGHT, AS A TESTIMONY TO OUR GOD AT THE LAST DAY, OR AT THE DAY THAT WE SHALL BE BROUGHT TO STAND BEFORE HIM TO BE JUDGED, THAT WE HAVE NOT STAINED OUR SWORDS IN THE BLOOD OF OUR BRETHREN SINCE HE IMPARTED HIS WORD UNTO US AND HAS MADE US CLEAN THEREBY. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, IF OUR BRETHREN SEEK TO DESTROY US, BEHOLD, WE WILL HIDE AWAY OUR SWORDS, YEA, EVEN WE WILL BURY THEM DEEP IN THE EARTH, THAT THEY MAY BE KEPT BRIGHT, AS A TESTIMONY THAT WE HAVE NEVER USED THEM, AT THE LAST DAY; AND IF OUR BRETHREN DESTROY US, BEHOLD, WE SHALL GO TO OUR GOD AND SHALL BE SAVED. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE KING HAD MADE AN END OF THESE SAYINGS, AND ALL THE PEOPLE WERE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER, THEY TOOK THEIR SWORDS, AND ALL THE WEAPONS WHICH WERE USED FOR THE SHEDDING OF MAN’S BLOOD, AND THEY DID BURY THEM UP DEEP IN THE EARTH. AND THIS THEY DID, IT BEING IN THEIR VIEW A TESTIMONY TO GOD, AND ALSO TO MEN, THAT THEY NEVER WOULD USE WEAPONS AGAIN FOR THE SHEDDING OF MAN’S BLOOD; AND THIS THEY DID, VOUCHING AND COVENANTING WITH GOD, THAT RATHER THAN SHED THE BLOOD OF THEIR BRETHREN THEY WOULD GIVE UP THEIR OWN LIVES; AND RATHER THAN TAKE AWAY FROM A BROTHER THEY WOULD GIVE UNTO HIM; AND RATHER THAN SPEND THEIR DAYS IN IDLENESS THEY WOULD LABOR ABUNDANTLY WITH THEIR HANDS. AND THUS, WE SEE THAT, WHEN THESE LAMANITES WERE BROUGHT TO BELIEVE AND TO KNOW THE TRUTH, THEY WERE FIRM, AND WOULD SUFFER EVEN UNTO DEATH RATHER THAN COMMIT SIN; AND THUS, WE SEE THAT THEY BURIED THEIR WEAPONS OF PEACE, OR THEY BURIED THE WEAPONS OF WAR, FOR PEACE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEIR BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES, MADE PREPARATIONS FOR WAR, AND CAME UP TO THE LAND OF NEPHI FOR THE PURPOSE OF DESTROYING THE KING, AND TO PLACE ANOTHER IN HIS STEAD, AND ALSO OF DESTROYING THE PEOPLE OF ANTI-NEPHI-LEHI OUT OF THE LAND. NOW WHEN THE PEOPLE SAW THAT THEY WERE COMING AGAINST THEM THEY WENT OUT TO MEET THEM, AND PROSTRATED THEMSELVES BEFORE THEM TO THE EARTH, AND BEGAN TO CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD; AND THUS, THEY WERE IN THIS ATTITUDE WHEN THE LAMANITES BEGAN TO FALL UPON THEM, AND BEGAN TO SLAY THEM WITH THE SWORD. AND THUS, WITHOUT MEETING ANY RESISTANCE, THEY DID SLAY A THOUSAND AND FIVE OF THEM; AND WE KNOW THAT THEY ARE BLESSED, FOR THEY HAVE GONE TO DWELL WITH THEIR GOD. NOW WHEN THE LAMANITES SAW THAT THEIR BRETHREN WOULD NOT FLEE FROM THE SWORD, NEITHER WOULD THEY TURN ASIDE TO THE RIGHT HAND OR TO THE LEFT, BUT THAT THEY WOULD LIE DOWN AND PERISH, AND PRAISED GOD EVEN IN THE VERY ACT OF PERISHING UNDER THE SWORD—NOW WHEN THE LAMANITES SAW THIS THEY DID FORBEAR FROM SLAYING THEM; AND THERE WERE MANY WHOSE HEARTS HAD SWOLLEN IN THEM FOR THOSE OF THEIR BRETHREN WHO HAD FALLEN UNDER THE SWORD, FOR THEY REPENTED OF THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAD DONE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY THREW DOWN THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR, AND THEY WOULD NOT TAKE THEM AGAIN, FOR THEY WERE STUNG FOR THE MURDERS WHICH THEY HAD COMMITTED; AND THEY CAME DOWN EVEN AS THEIR BRETHREN, RELYING UPON THE MERCIES OF THOSE WHOSE ARMS WERE LIFTED TO SLAY THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE OF GOD WERE JOINED THAT DAY BY MORE THAN THE NUMBER WHO HAD BEEN SLAIN; AND THOSE WHO HAD BEEN SLAIN WERE RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE, THEREFORE WE HAVE NO REASON TO DOUBT BUT WHAT THEY WERE SAVED. AND THERE WAS NOT A WICKED MAN SLAIN AMONG THEM; BUT THERE WERE MORE THAN A THOUSAND BROUGHT TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH; THUS, WE SEE THAT THE LORD WORKETH IN MANY WAYS TO THE SALVATION OF HIS PEOPLE. NOW THE GREATEST NUMBER OF THOSE OF THE LAMANITES WHO SLEW SO MANY OF THEIR BRETHREN WERE AMALEKITES AND AMULONITES, THE GREATEST NUMBER OF WHOM WERE AFTER THE ORDER OF THE NEHORS. NOW, AMONG THOSE WHO JOINED THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD, THERE WERE NONE WHO WERE AMALEKITES OR AMULONITES, OR WHO WERE OF THE ORDER OF NEHOR, BUT THEY WERE ACTUAL DESCENDANTS OF LAMAN AND LEMUEL. AND THUS, WE CAN PLAINLY DISCERN, THAT AFTER A PEOPLE HAVE BEEN ONCE ENLIGHTENED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, AND HAVE HAD GREAT KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS PERTAINING TO RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THEN HAVE FALLEN AWAY INTO SIN AND TRANSGRESSION, THEY BECOME MORE HARDENED, AND THUS THEIR STATE BECOMES WORSE THAN THOUGH THEY HAD NEVER KNOWN THESE THINGS. AND BEHOLD, NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THOSE LAMANITES WERE MORE-ANGRY BECAUSE THEY HAD SLAIN THEIR BRETHREN; THEREFORE, THEY SWORE VENGEANCE UPON THE NEPHITES; AND THEY DID NO MORE ATTEMPT TO SLAY THE PEOPLE OF ANTI-NEPHI-LEHI AT THAT TIME. BUT THEY TOOK THEIR ARMIES AND WENT OVER INTO THE BORDERS OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND FELL UPON THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF AMMONIHAH AND DESTROYED THEM. AND AFTER THAT, THEY HAD MANY BATTLES WITH THE NEPHITES, IN THE WHICH THEY WERE DRIVEN AND SLAIN. AND AMONG THE LAMANITES WHO WERE SLAIN WERE ALMOST ALL THE SEED OF AMULON AND HIS BRETHREN, WHO WERE THE PRIESTS OF NOAH, AND THEY WERE SLAIN BY THE HANDS OF THE NEPHITES; AND THE REMAINDER, HAVING FLED INTO THE EAST WILDERNESS, AND HAVING USURPED THE POWER AND AUTHORITY OVER THE LAMANITES, CAUSED THAT MANY OF THE LAMANITES SHOULD PERISH BY FIRE BECAUSE OF THEIR BELIEF—FOR MANY OF THEM, AFTER HAVING SUFFERED MUCH LOSS AND SO MANY AFFLICTIONS, BEGAN TO BE STIRRED UP IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE WORDS WHICH AARON AND HIS BRETHREN HAD PREACHED TO THEM IN THEIR LAND; THEREFORE THEY BEGAN TO DISBELIEVE THE TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS, AND TO BELIEVE IN THE LORD, AND THAT HE GAVE GREAT POWER UNTO THE NEPHITES; AND THUS THERE WERE MANY OF THEM CONVERTED IN THE WILDERNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THOSE RULERS WHO WERE THE REMNANT OF THE CHILDREN OF AMULON CAUSED THAT THEY SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH, YEA, ALL THOSE THAT BELIEVED IN THESE THINGS. NOW THIS MARTYRDOM CAUSED THAT MANY OF THEIR BRETHREN SHOULD BE STIRRED UP TO ANGER; AND THERE BEGAN TO BE CONTENTION IN THE WILDERNESS; AND THE LAMANITES BEGAN TO HUNT THE SEED OF AMULON AND HIS BRETHREN AND BEGAN TO SLAY THEM; AND THEY FLED INTO THE EAST WILDERNESS. AND BEHOLD THEY ARE HUNTED AT THIS DAY BY THE LAMANITES. THUS, THE WORDS OF ABINADI WERE BROUGHT TO PASS, WHICH HE SAID CONCERNING THE SEED OF THE PRIESTS WHO CAUSED THAT HE SHOULD SUFFER DEATH BY FIRE. FOR HE SAID UNTO THEM: WHAT YE SHALL DO UNTO ME SHALL BE A TYPE OF THINGS TO COME. AND NOW ABINADI WAS THE FIRST THAT SUFFERED DEATH BY FIRE BECAUSE OF HIS BELIEF IN GOD; NOW THIS IS WHAT HE MEANT, THAT MANY SHOULD SUFFER DEATH BY FIRE, ACCORDING AS HE HAD SUFFERED. AND HE SAID UNTO THE PRIESTS OF NOAH THAT THEIR SEED SHOULD CAUSE MANY TO BE PUT TO DEATH, IN THE LIKE MANNER AS HE WAS, AND THAT THEY SHOULD BE SCATTERED ABROAD AND SLAIN, EVEN AS A SHEEP HAVING NO SHEPHERD IS DRIVEN AND SLAIN BY WILD BEASTS; AND NOW BEHOLD, THESE WORDS WERE VERIFIED, FOR THEY WERE DRIVEN BY THE LAMANITES, AND THEY WERE HUNTED, AND THEY WERE SMITTEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE LAMANITES SAW THAT THEY COULD NOT OVERPOWER THE NEPHITES THEY RETURNED AGAIN TO THEIR OWN LAND; AND MANY OF THEM CAME OVER TO DWELL IN THE LAND OF ISHMAEL AND THE LAND OF NEPHI, AND DID JOIN THEMSELVES TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD, WHO WERE THE PEOPLE OF ANTINEPHI-LEHI. AND THEY DID ALSO BURY THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR, ACCORDING AS THEIR BRETHREN HAD, AND THEY BEGAN TO BE A RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE; AND THEY DID WALK IN THE WAYS OF THE LORD, AND DID OBSERVE TO KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS AND HIS STATUTES. YEA, AND THEY DID KEEP THE LAW OF MOSES; FOR IT WAS EXPEDIENT THAT THEY SHOULD KEEP THE LAW OF MOSES AS YET, FOR IT WAS NOT ALL FULFILLED. BUT NOTWITHSTANDING THE LAW OF MOSES, THEY DID LOOK FORWARD TO THE COMING OF CHRIST, CONSIDERING THAT THE LAW OF MOSES WAS A TYPE OF HIS COMING, AND BELIEVING THAT THEY MUST KEEP THOSE OUTWARD PERFORMANCES UNTIL THE TIME THAT HE SHOULD BE REVEALED UNTO THEM. NOW THEY DID NOT SUPPOSE THAT SALVATION CAME BY THE LAW OF MOSES; BUT THE LAW OF MOSES DID SERVE TO STRENGTHEN THEIR FAITH IN CHRIST; AND THUS, THEY DID RETAIN A HOPE THROUGH FAITH, UNTO ETERNAL SALVATION, RELYING UPON THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY, WHICH SPAKE OF THOSE THINGS TO COME. AND NOW BEHOLD, AMMON, AND AARON, AND OMNER, AND HIMNI, AND THEIR BRETHREN DID REJOICE EXCEEDINGLY, FOR THE SUCCESS WHICH THEY HAD HAD AMONG THE LAMANITES, SEEING THAT THE LORD HAD GRANTED UNTO THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR PRAYERS, AND THAT HE HAD ALSO VERIFIED HIS WORD UNTO THEM IN EVERY PARTICULAR. AND NOW, THESE ARE THE WORDS OF AMMON TO HIS BRETHREN, WHICH SAY THUS: MY BROTHERS AND MY BRETHREN, BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, HOW GREAT REASON HAVE WE TO REJOICE; FOR COULD WE HAVE SUPPOSED WHEN WE STARTED FROM THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA THAT GOD WOULD HAVE GRANTED UNTO US SUCH GREAT BLESSINGS? AND NOW, I ASK, WHAT GREAT BLESSINGS HAS HE BESTOWED UPON US? CAN YE TELL? BEHOLD, I ANSWER FOR YOU; FOR OUR BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES, WERE IN DARKNESS, YEA, EVEN IN THE DARKEST ABYSS, BUT BEHOLD, HOW MANY OF THEM ARE BROUGHT TO BEHOLD THE MARVELOUS LIGHT OF GOD! AND THIS IS THE BLESSING WHICH HATH BEEN BESTOWED UPON US, THAT WE HAVE BEEN MADE INSTRUMENTS IN THE HANDS OF GOD TO BRING ABOUT THIS GREAT WORK. BEHOLD, THOUSANDS OF THEM DO REJOICE, AND HAVE BEEN BROUGHT INTO THE FOLD OF GOD. BEHOLD, THE FIELD WAS RIPE, AND BLESSED ARE YE, FOR YE DID THRUST IN THE SICKLE, AND DID REAP WITH YOUR MIGHT, YEA, ALL THE DAY LONG DID YE LABOR; AND BEHOLD THE NUMBER OF YOUR SHEAVES! AND THEY SHALL BE GATHERED INTO THE GARNERS, THAT THEY ARE NOT WASTED. YEA, THEY SHALL NOT BE BEATEN DOWN BY THE STORM AT THE LAST DAY; YEA, NEITHER SHALL THEY BE HARROWED UP BY THE WHIRLWINDS; BUT WHEN THE STORM COMETH THEY SHALL BE GATHERED TOGETHER IN THEIR PLACE, THAT THE STORM CANNOT PENETRATE TO THEM; YEA, NEITHER SHALL THEY BE DRIVEN WITH FIERCE WINDS WHITHERSOEVER THE ENEMY LISTETH TO CARRY THEM. BUT BEHOLD, THEY ARE IN THE HANDS OF THE LORD OF THE HARVEST, AND THEY ARE HIS; AND HE WILL RAISE THEM UP AT THE LAST DAY. BLESSED BE THE NAME OF OUR GOD; LET US SING TO HIS PRAISE, YEA, LET US GIVE THANKS TO HIS HOLY NAME, FOR HE DOTH WORK RIGHTEOUSNESS FOREVER. FOR IF WE HAD NOT COME UP OUT OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, THESE OUR DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN, WHO HAVE SO DEARLY BELOVED US, WOULD STILL HAVE BEEN RACKED WITH HATRED AGAINST US, YEA, AND THEY WOULD ALSO HAVE BEEN STRANGERS TO GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN AMMON HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HIS BROTHER AARON REBUKED HIM, SAYING: AMMON, I FEAR THAT THY JOY DOTH CARRY THEE AWAY UNTO BOASTING. BUT AMMON SAID UNTO HIM: I DO NOT BOAST IN MY OWN STRENGTH, NOR IN MY OWN WISDOM; BUT BEHOLD, MY JOY IS FULL, YEA, MY HEART IS BRIM WITH JOY, AND I WILL REJOICE IN MY GOD. YEA, I KNOW THAT I AM NOTHING; AS TO MY STRENGTH I AM WEAK; THEREFORE, I WILL NOT BOAST OF MYSELF, BUT I WILL BOAST OF MY GOD, FOR IN HIS STRENGTH I CAN DO ALL THINGS; YEA, BEHOLD, MANY MIGHTY MIRACLES WE HAVE WROUGHT IN THIS LAND, FOR WHICH WE WILL PRAISE HIS NAME FOREVER. BEHOLD, HOW MANY THOUSANDS OF OUR BRETHREN HAS HE, LOOSED FROM THE PAINS OF HELL; AND THEY ARE BROUGHT TO SING REDEEMING LOVE, AND THIS BECAUSE OF THE POWER OF HIS WORD WHICH IS IN US, THEREFORE HAVE WE NOT GREAT REASON TO REJOICE? YEA, WE HAVE REASON TO PRAISE HIM FOREVER, FOR HE IS THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], AND HAS LOOSED OUR BRETHREN FROM THE CHAINS OF HELL. YEA, THEY WERE ENCIRCLED ABOUT WITH EVERLASTING DARKNESS AND DESTRUCTION; BUT BEHOLD, HE HAS BROUGHT THEM INTO HIS EVERLASTING LIGHT, YEA, INTO EVERLASTING SALVATION; AND THEY ARE ENCIRCLED ABOUT WITH THE MATCHLESS BOUNTY OF HIS LOVE; YEA, AND WE HAVE BEEN INSTRUMENTS IN HIS HANDS OF DOING THIS GREAT AND MARVELOUS WORK. THEREFORE, LET US GLORY, YEA, WE WILL GLORY IN THE LORD; YEA, WE WILL REJOICE, FOR OUR JOY IS FULL; YEA, WE WILL PRAISE OUR GOD FOREVER. BEHOLD, WHO CAN GLORY TOO MUCH IN THE LORD? YEA, WHO CAN SAY TOO MUCH OF HIS GREAT POWER, AND OF HIS MERCY, AND OF HIS LONG-SUFFERING TOWARDS THE CHILDREN OF MEN? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, I CANNOT SAY THE SMALLEST PART WHICH I FEEL. WHO COULD HAVE SUPPOSED THAT OUR GOD WOULD HAVE BEEN SO MERCIFUL AS TO HAVE SNATCHED US FROM OUR AWFUL, SINFUL, AND POLLUTED STATE? BEHOLD, WE WENT FORTH EVEN IN WRATH, WITH MIGHTY THREATENINGS TO DESTROY HIS CHURCH. OH THEN, WHY DID HE NOT CONSIGN US TO AN AWFUL DESTRUCTION, YEA, WHY DID HE NOT LET THE SWORD OF HIS JUSTICE FALL UPON US, AND DOOM US TO ETERNAL DESPAIR? OH, MY SOUL, ALMOST AS IT WERE, FLEETH AT THE THOUGHT. BEHOLD, HE DID NOT EXERCISE HIS JUSTICE UPON US, BUT IN HIS GREAT MERCY HATH BROUGHT US OVER THAT EVERLASTING GULF OF DEATH AND MISERY, EVEN TO THE SALVATION OF OUR SOULS. AND NOW BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, WHAT NATURAL MAN IS THERE THAT KNOWETH THESE THINGS? I SAY UNTO YOU, THERE IS NONE THAT KNOWETH THESE THINGS, SAVE IT BE THE PENITENT. YEA, HE THAT REPENTETH AND EXERCISETH FAITH, AND BRINGETH FORTH GOOD WORKS, AND PRAYETH CONTINUALLY WITHOUT CEASING—UNTO SUCH IT IS GIVEN TO KNOW THE MYSTERIES OF GOD; YEA, UNTO SUCH IT SHALL BE GIVEN TO REVEAL THINGS WHICH NEVER HAVE BEEN REVEALED; YEA, AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN UNTO SUCH TO BRING THOUSANDS OF SOULS TO REPENTANCE, EVEN AS IT HAS BEEN GIVEN UNTO US TO BRING THESE OUR BRETHREN TO REPENTANCE. NOW DO YE REMEMBER, MY BRETHREN, THAT WE SAID UNTO OUR BRETHREN IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, WE GO UP TO THE LAND OF NEPHI, TO PREACH UNTO OUR BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES, AND THEY LAUGHED US TO SCORN? FOR THEY SAID UNTO US: DO YE SUPPOSE THAT YE CAN BRING THE LAMANITES TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH? DO YE SUPPOSE THAT YE CAN CONVINCE THE LAMANITES OF THE INCORRECTNESS OF THE TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS, AS STIFFNECKED A PEOPLE AS THEY ARE; WHOSE HEARTS DELIGHT IN THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD; WHOSE DAYS HAVE BEEN SPENT IN THE GROSSEST INIQUITY; WHOSE WAYS HAVE BEEN THE WAYS OF A TRANSGRESSOR FROM THE BEGINNING? NOW MY BRETHREN, YE REMEMBER THAT THIS WAS THEIR LANGUAGE. AND MOREOVER, THEY DID SAY: LET US TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST THEM, THAT WE DESTROY THEM AND THEIR INIQUITY OUT OF THE LAND, LEST THEY OVERRUN US AND DESTROY US. BUT BEHOLD, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, WE CAME INTO THE WILDERNESS NOT WITH THE INTENT TO DESTROY OUR BRETHREN, BUT WITH THE INTENT THAT PERHAPS WE MIGHT SAVE SOME FEW OF THEIR SOULS. NOW WHEN OUR HEARTS WERE DEPRESSED, AND WE WERE ABOUT TO TURN BACK, BEHOLD, THE LORD COMFORTED US, AND SAID: GO AMONGST THY BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES, AND BEAR WITH PATIENCE THINE AFFLICTIONS, AND I WILL GIVE UNTO, YOU, SUCCESS. AND NOW BEHOLD, WE HAVE COME, AND BEEN FORTH AMONGST THEM; AND WE HAVE BEEN PATIENT IN OUR SUFFERINGS, AND WE HAVE SUFFERED EVERY PRIVATION; YEA, WE HAVE TRAVELED FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE, RELYING UPON THE MERCIES OF THE WORLD—NOT UPON THE MERCIES OF THE WORLD ALONE BUT UPON THE MERCIES OF GOD. AND WE HAVE ENTERED INTO THEIR HOUSES AND TAUGHT THEM, AND WE HAVE TAUGHT THEM IN THEIR STREETS; YEA, AND WE HAVE TAUGHT THEM UPON THEIR HILLS; AND WE HAVE ALSO ENTERED INTO THEIR TEMPLES AND THEIR SYNAGOGUES AND TAUGHT THEM; AND WE HAVE BEEN CAST OUT, AND MOCKED, AND SPIT UPON, AND SMOTE UPON OUR CHEEKS; AND WE HAVE BEEN STONED, AND TAKEN AND BOUND WITH STRONG CORDS, AND CAST INTO PRISON; AND THROUGH THE POWER AND WISDOM OF GOD WE HAVE BEEN DELIVERED AGAIN. AND WE HAVE SUFFERED ALL MANNER OF AFFLICTIONS, AND ALL THIS, THAT PERHAPS WE MIGHT BE THE MEANS OF SAVING SOME SOUL; AND WE SUPPOSED THAT OUR JOY WOULD BE FULL IF PERHAPS WE COULD BE THE MEANS OF SAVING SOME. NOW BEHOLD, WE CAN LOOK FORTH AND SEE THE FRUITS OF OUR LABORS; AND ARE THEY FEW? I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY, THEY ARE MANY; YEA, AND WE CAN WITNESS OF THEIR SINCERITY, BECAUSE OF THEIR LOVE TOWARDS THEIR BRETHREN AND ALSO TOWARDS US. FOR BEHOLD, THEY HAD RATHER SACRIFICE THEIR LIVES THAN EVEN TO TAKE THE LIFE OF THEIR ENEMY; AND THEY HAVE BURIED THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR DEEP IN THE EARTH, BECAUSE OF THEIR LOVE TOWARDS THEIR BRETHREN. AND NOW BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, HAS THERE BEEN SO GREAT LOVE IN ALL THE LAND? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY, THERE HAS NOT, EVEN AMONG THE NEPHITES. FOR BEHOLD, THEY WOULD TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN; THEY WOULD NOT SUFFER THEMSELVES TO BE SLAIN. BUT BEHOLD HOW MANY OF THESE HAVE LAID DOWN THEIR LIVES; AND WE KNOW THAT THEY HAVE GONE TO THEIR GOD, BECAUSE OF THEIR LOVE AND OF THEIR HATRED TO SIN. NOW HAVE WE NOT REASON TO REJOICE? YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, THERE NEVER WERE MEN THAT HAD SO GREAT REASON TO REJOICE AS WE, SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN; YEA, AND MY JOY IS CARRIED AWAY, EVEN UNTO BOASTING IN MY GOD; FOR HE HAS ALL POWER, ALL WISDOM, AND ALL UNDERSTANDING; HE COMPREHENDETH ALL THINGS, AND HE IS A MERCIFUL BEING, EVEN UNTO SALVATION, TO THOSE WHO WILL REPENT AND BELIEVE ON HIS NAME. NOW IF THIS IS BOASTING, EVEN SO WILL I BOAST; FOR THIS IS MY LIFE AND MY LIGHT, MY JOY AND MY SALVATION, AND MY REDEMPTION FROM EVERLASTING WO. YEA, BLESSED IS THE NAME OF MY GOD, WHO HAS BEEN MINDFUL OF THIS PEOPLE, WHO ARE A BRANCH OF THE TREE OF ISRAEL, AND HAS BEEN LOST FROM ITS BODY IN A STRANGE LAND; YEA, I SAY, BLESSED BE THE NAME OF MY GOD, WHO HAS BEEN MINDFUL OF US, WANDERERS IN A STRANGE LAND. NOW MY BRETHREN, WE SEE THAT GOD IS MINDFUL OF EVERY PEOPLE, WHATSOEVER LAND THEY MAY BE IN; YEA, HE NUMBERETH HIS PEOPLE, AND HIS BOWELS OF MERCY ARE OVER ALL THE EARTH. NOW THIS IS MY JOY, AND MY GREAT THANKSGIVING; YEA, AND I WILL GIVE THANKS UNTO MY GOD FOREVER. AMEN.
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NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THOSE LAMANITES WHO HAD GONE TO WAR AGAINST THE NEPHITES HAD FOUND, AFTER THEIR MANY STRUGGLES TO DESTROY THEM, THAT IT WAS IN VAIN TO SEEK THEIR DESTRUCTION, THEY RETURNED AGAIN TO THE LAND OF NEPHI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE AMALEKITES, BECAUSE OF THEIR LOSS, WERE EXCEEDINGLY ANGRY. AND WHEN THEY SAW THAT THEY COULD NOT SEEK REVENGE FROM THE NEPHITES, THEY BEGAN TO STIR UP THE PEOPLE IN ANGER AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN, THE PEOPLE OF ANTI-NEPHI-LEHI; THEREFORE, THEY BEGAN AGAIN TO DESTROY THEM. NOW THIS PEOPLE AGAIN REFUSED TO TAKE THEIR ARMS, AND THEY SUFFERED THEMSELVES TO BE SLAIN ACCORDING TO THE DESIRES OF THEIR ENEMIES. NOW WHEN AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN SAW THIS WORK OF DESTRUCTION AMONG THOSE WHOM THEY SO DEARLY BELOVED, AND AMONG THOSE WHO HAD SO DEARLY BELOVED THEM—FOR THEY WERE TREATED AS THOUGH THEY WERE ANGELS SENT FROM GOD TO SAVE THEM FROM EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION—THEREFORE, WHEN AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN SAW THIS GREAT WORK OF DESTRUCTION, THEY WERE MOVED WITH COMPASSION, AND THEY SAID UNTO THE KING: LET US GATHER TOGETHER THIS PEOPLE OF THE LORD, AND LET US GO DOWN TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA TO OUR BRETHREN THE NEPHITES, AND FLEE OUT OF THE HANDS OF OUR ENEMIES, THAT WE BE NOT DESTROYED. BUT THE KING SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, THE NEPHITES WILL DESTROY US, BECAUSE OF THE MANY MURDERS AND SINS WE HAVE COMMITTED AGAINST THEM. AND AMMON SAID: I WILL GO AND INQUIRE OF THE LORD, AND IF HE, SAY UNTO US, GO DOWN UNTO OUR BRETHREN, WILL YE GO? AND THE KING SAID UNTO HIM: YEA, IF THE LORD SAITH UNTO US GO, WE WILL GO DOWN UNTO OUR BRETHREN, AND WE WILL BE THEIR SLAVES UNTIL WE REPAIR UNTO THEM THE MANY MURDERS AND SINS WHICH WE HAVE COMMITTED AGAINST THEM. BUT AMMON SAID UNTO HIM: IT IS AGAINST THE LAW OF OUR BRETHREN, WHICH WAS ESTABLISHED BY MY FATHER, THAT THERE SHOULD BE ANY SLAVES AMONG THEM; THEREFORE, LET US GO DOWN AND RELY UPON THE MERCIES OF OUR BRETHREN. BUT THE KING SAID UNTO HIM: INQUIRE OF THE LORD, AND IF HE SAITH UNTO US GO, WE WILL GO; OTHERWISE WE WILL PERISH IN THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMMON WENT AND INQUIRED OF THE LORD, AND THE LORD SAID UNTO HIM: GET THIS PEOPLE OUT OF THIS LAND, THAT THEY PERISH NOT; FOR SATAN HAS GREAT HOLD ON THE HEARTS OF THE AMALEKITES, WHO DO STIR UP THE LAMANITES TO ANGER AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN TO SLAY THEM; THEREFORE GET THEE OUT OF THIS LAND; AND BLESSED ARE THIS PEOPLE IN THIS GENERATION, FOR I WILL PRESERVE THEM. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMMON WENT AND TOLD THE KING ALL THE WORDS WHICH THE LORD HAD SAID UNTO HIM. AND THEY GATHERED TOGETHER ALL THEIR PEOPLE, YEA, ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD, AND DID GATHER TOGETHER ALL THEIR FLOCKS AND HERDS, AND DEPARTED OUT OF THE LAND, AND CAME INTO THE WILDERNESS WHICH DIVIDED THE LAND OF NEPHI FROM THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND CAME OVER NEAR THE BORDERS OF THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMMON SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, I AND MY BRETHREN WILL GO FORTH INTO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND YE SHALL REMAIN HERE UNTIL WE RETURN; AND WE WILL TRY THE HEARTS OF OUR BRETHREN, WHETHER THEY WILL THAT YE SHALL COME INTO THEIR LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS AMMON WAS GOING FORTH INTO THE LAND, THAT HE AND HIS BRETHREN MET ALMA, OVER IN THE PLACE OF WHICH HAS BEEN SPOKEN; AND BEHOLD, THIS WAS A JOYFUL MEETING. NOW THE JOY OF AMMON WAS SO GREAT EVEN THAT HE WAS FULL; YEA, HE WAS SWALLOWED UP IN THE JOY OF HIS GOD, EVEN TO THE EXHAUSTING OF HIS STRENGTH; AND HE FELL AGAIN TO THE EARTH. NOW WAS NOT THIS EXCEEDING JOY? BEHOLD, THIS IS JOY WHICH NONE RECEIVETH SAVE IT BE THE TRULY PENITENT AND HUMBLE SEEKER OF HAPPINESS. NOW THE JOY OF ALMA IN MEETING HIS BRETHREN WAS TRULY GREAT, AND ALSO THE JOY OF AARON, OF OMNER, AND HIMNI; BUT BEHOLD THEIR JOY WAS NOT THAT TO EXCEED THEIR STRENGTH. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA CONDUCTED HIS BRETHREN BACK TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA; EVEN TO HIS OWN HOUSE. AND THEY WENT AND TOLD THE CHIEF JUDGE ALL THE THINGS THAT HAD HAPPENED UNTO THEM IN THE LAND OF NEPHI, AMONG THEIR BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE CHIEF JUDGE SENT A PROCLAMATION THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND, DESIRING THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE CONCERNING THE ADMITTING THEIR BRETHREN, WHO WERE THE PEOPLE OF ANTI-NEPHI-LEHI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE CAME, SAYING: BEHOLD, WE WILL GIVE UP THE LAND OF JERSHON, WHICH IS ON THE EAST BY THE SEA, WHICH JOINS THE LAND BOUNTIFUL, WHICH IS ON THE SOUTH OF THE LAND BOUNTIFUL; AND THIS LAND JERSHON IS THE LAND WHICH WE WILL GIVE UNTO OUR BRETHREN FOR AN INHERITANCE. AND BEHOLD, WE WILL SET OUR ARMIES BETWEEN THE LAND JERSHON AND THE LAND NEPHI, THAT WE MAY PROTECT OUR BRETHREN IN THE LAND JERSHON; AND THIS WE DO FOR OUR BRETHREN, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR FEAR TO TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN LEST THEY SHOULD COMMIT SIN; AND THIS THEIR GREAT FEAR CAME BECAUSE OF THEIR SORE REPENTANCE WHICH THEY HAD, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR MANY MURDERS AND THEIR AWFUL WICKEDNESS. AND NOW BEHOLD, THIS WILL WE DO UNTO OUR BRETHREN, THAT THEY MAY INHERIT THE LAND JERSHON; AND WE WILL GUARD THEM FROM THEIR ENEMIES WITH OUR ARMIES, ON CONDITION THAT THEY WILL GIVE US A PORTION OF THEIR SUBSTANCE TO ASSIST US THAT WE MAY MAINTAIN OUR ARMIES. NOW, IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN AMMON HAD HEARD THIS, HE RETURNED TO THE PEOPLE OF ANTI-NEPHI-LEHI, AND ALSO ALMA WITH HIM, INTO THE WILDERNESS, WHERE THEY HAD PITCHED THEIR TENTS, AND MADE KNOWN UNTO THEM ALL THESE THINGS. AND ALMA ALSO RELATED UNTO THEM HIS CONVERSION, WITH AMMON AND AARON, AND HIS BRETHREN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IT DID CAUSE GREAT JOY AMONG THEM. AND THEY WENT DOWN INTO THE LAND OF JERSHON, AND TOOK POSSESSION OF THE LAND OF JERSHON; AND THEY WERE CALLED BY THE NEPHITES THE PEOPLE OF AMMON; THEREFORE, THEY WERE DISTINGUISHED BY THAT NAME EVER AFTER. AND THEY WERE AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, AND ALSO NUMBERED AMONG THE PEOPLE WHO WERE OF THE CHURCH OF GOD. AND THEY WERE ALSO DISTINGUISHED FOR THEIR ZEAL TOWARDS GOD, AND ALSO TOWARDS MEN; FOR THEY WERE PERFECTLY HONEST AND UPRIGHT IN ALL THINGS; AND THEY WERE FIRM IN THE FAITH OF CHRIST, EVEN UNTO THE END. AND THEY DID LOOK UPON SHEDDING THE BLOOD OF THEIR BRETHREN WITH THE GREATEST ABHORRENCE; AND THEY NEVER COULD BE PREVAILED UPON TO TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN; AND THEY NEVER DID LOOK UPON DEATH WITH ANY DEGREE OF TERROR, FOR THEIR HOPE AND VIEWS OF CHRIST AND THE RESURRECTION; THEREFORE, DEATH WAS SWALLOWED UP TO THEM BY THE VICTORY OF CHRIST OVER IT. THEREFORE, THEY WOULD SUFFER DEATH IN THE MOST AGGRAVATING AND DISTRESSING MANNER WHICH COULD BE INFLICTED BY THEIR BRETHREN, BEFORE THEY WOULD TAKE THE SWORD OR CIMETER TO SMITE THEM. AND THUS, THEY WERE A ZEALOUS AND BELOVED PEOPLE, A HIGHLY FAVORED PEOPLE OF THE LORD. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THE PEOPLE OF AMMON WERE ESTABLISHED IN THE LAND OF JERSHON, AND A CHURCH ALSO ESTABLISHED IN THE LAND OF JERSHON, AND THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES WERE SET ROUND ABOUT THE LAND OF JERSHON, YEA, IN ALL THE BORDERS ROUND ABOUT THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA; BEHOLD THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES HAD FOLLOWED THEIR BRETHREN INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND THUS, THERE WAS A TREMENDOUS BATTLE; YEA, EVEN SUCH A ONE AS NEVER HAD BEEN KNOWN AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE IN THE LAND FROM THE TIME LEHI LEFT JERUSALEM; YEA, AND TENS OF THOUSANDS OF THE LAMANITES WERE SLAIN AND SCATTERED ABROAD. YEA, AND ALSO THERE WAS A TREMENDOUS SLAUGHTER AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI; NEVERTHELESS, THE LAMANITES WERE DRIVEN AND SCATTERED, AND THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI RETURNED AGAIN TO THEIR LAND. AND NOW THIS WAS A TIME THAT THERE WAS A GREAT MOURNING AND LAMENTATION HEARD THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND, AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI—YEA, THE CRY OF WIDOWS MOURNING FOR THEIR HUSBANDS, AND ALSO OF FATHERS MOURNING FOR THEIR SONS, AND THE DAUGHTER FOR THE BROTHER, YEA, THE BROTHER FOR THE FATHER; AND THUS THE CRY OF MOURNING WAS HEARD AMONG ALL OF THEM, MOURNING FOR THEIR KINDRED WHO HAD BEEN SLAIN. AND NOW SURELY THIS WAS A SORROWFUL DAY; YEA, A TIME OF SOLEMNITY, AND A TIME OF MUCH FASTING AND PRAYER. AND THUS, ENDETH THE FIFTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI; AND THIS IS THE ACCOUNT OF AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN, THEIR JOURNEYINGS IN THE LAND OF NEPHI, THEIR SUFFERINGS IN THE LAND, THEIR SORROWS, AND THEIR AFFLICTIONS, AND THEIR INCOMPREHENSIBLE JOY, AND THE RECEPTION AND SAFETY OF THE BRETHREN IN THE LAND OF JERSHON. AND NOW MAY THE LORD, THE REDEEMER OF ALL MEN, BLESS THEIR SOULS FOREVER. AND THIS IS THE ACCOUNT OF THE WARS AND CONTENTIONS AMONG THE NEPHITES, AND ALSO THE WARS BETWEEN THE NEPHITES AND THE LAMANITES; AND THE FIFTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES IS ENDED. AND FROM THE FIRST YEAR TO THE FIFTEENTH HAS BROUGHT TO PASS THE DESTRUCTION OF MANY THOUSAND LIVES; YEA, IT HAS BROUGHT TO PASS AN AWFUL SCENE OF BLOODSHED. AND THE BODIES OF MANY THOUSANDS ARE LAID LOW IN THE EARTH, WHILE THE BODIES OF MANY THOUSANDS ARE MOLDERING IN HEAPS UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH; YEA, AND MANY THOUSANDS ARE MOURNING FOR THE LOSS OF THEIR KINDRED, BECAUSE THEY HAVE REASON TO FEAR, ACCORDING TO THE PROMISES OF THE LORD, THAT THEY ARE CONSIGNED TO A STATE OF ENDLESS WO. WHILE MANY THOUSANDS OF OTHERS TRULY MOURN FOR THE LOSS OF THEIR KINDRED, YET THEY REJOICE AND EXULT IN THE HOPE, AND EVEN KNOW, ACCORDING TO THE PROMISES OF THE LORD, THAT THEY ARE RAISED TO DWELL AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, IN A STATE OF NEVER-ENDING HAPPINESS. AND THUS, WE SEE HOW GREAT THE INEQUALITY OF MAN IS BECAUSE OF SIN AND TRANSGRESSION, AND THE POWER OF THE DEVIL, WHICH COMES BY THE CUNNING PLANS WHICH HE HATH DEVISED TO ENSNARE THE HEARTS OF MEN. AND THUS, WE SEE THE GREAT CALL OF DILIGENCE OF MEN TO LABOR IN THE VINEYARDS OF THE LORD; AND THUS, WE SEE THE GREAT REASON OF SORROW, AND ALSO OF REJOICING—SORROW BECAUSE OF DEATH AND DESTRUCTION AMONG MEN, AND JOY BECAUSE OF THE LIGHT OF CHRIST UNTO LIFE. O THAT I WERE AN ANGEL, AND COULD HAVE THE WISH OF MINE HEART, THAT I MIGHT GO FORTH AND SPEAK WITH THE TRUMP OF GOD, WITH A VOICE TO SHAKE THE EARTH, AND CRY REPENTANCE UNTO EVERY PEOPLE! YEA, I WOULD DECLARE UNTO EVERY SOUL, AS WITH THE VOICE OF THUNDER, REPENTANCE AND THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION, THAT THEY SHOULD REPENT AND COME UNTO OUR GOD, THAT THERE MIGHT NOT BE MORE SORROW UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH. BUT BEHOLD, I AM A MAN, AND DO SIN IN MY WISH; FOR I OUGHT TO BE CONTENT WITH THE THINGS WHICH THE LORD HATH ALLOTTED UNTO ME. I OUGHT NOT TO HARROW UP IN MY DESIRES THE FIRM DECREE OF A JUST GOD, FOR I KNOW THAT HE GRANTETH UNTO MEN ACCORDING TO THEIR DESIRE, WHETHER IT BE UNTO DEATH OR UNTO LIFE; YEA, I KNOW THAT HE ALLOTTETH UNTO MEN, YEA, DECREETH UNTO THEM DECREES WHICH ARE UNALTERABLE, ACCORDING TO THEIR WILLS, WHETHER THEY BE UNTO SALVATION OR UNTO DESTRUCTION. YEA, AND I KNOW THAT GOOD AND EVIL HAVE COME BEFORE ALL MEN; HE THAT KNOWETH NOT GOOD FROM EVIL IS BLAMELESS; BUT HE THAT KNOWETH GOOD AND EVIL, TO HIM IT IS GIVEN ACCORDING TO HIS DESIRES, WHETHER HE DESIRETH GOOD OR EVIL, LIFE OR DEATH, JOY OR REMORSE OF CONSCIENCE. NOW, SEEING THAT I KNOW THESE THINGS, WHY SHOULD I DESIRE MORE THAN TO PERFORM THE WORK TO WHICH I HAVE BEEN CALLED? WHY SHOULD I DESIRE THAT I WERE AN ANGEL, THAT I COULD SPEAK UNTO ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH? FOR BEHOLD, THE LORD DOTH GRANT UNTO ALL NATIONS, OF THEIR OWN NATION AND TONGUE, TO TEACH HIS WORD, YEA, IN WISDOM, ALL THAT HE SEETH FIT THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE; THEREFORE, WE SEE THAT THE LORD DOTH COUNSEL IN WISDOM, ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH IS JUST AND TRUE. I KNOW THAT WHICH THE LORD HATH COMMANDED ME, AND I GLORY IN IT. I DO NOT GLORY OF MYSELF, BUT I GLORY IN THAT WHICH THE LORD HATH COMMANDED ME; YEA, AND THIS IS MY GLORY, THAT PERHAPS I MAY BE AN INSTRUMENT IN THE HANDS OF GOD TO BRING SOME SOUL TO REPENTANCE; AND THIS IS MY JOY. AND BEHOLD, WHEN I SEE MANY OF MY BRETHREN TRULY PENITENT, AND COMING TO THE LORD THEIR GOD, THEN IS MY SOUL FILLED WITH JOY; THEN DO I REMEMBER WHAT THE LORD HAS DONE FOR ME, YEA, EVEN THAT HE HATH HEARD MY PRAYER; YEA, THEN DO I REMEMBER HIS MERCIFUL ARM WHICH HE EXTENDED TOWARDS ME. YEA, AND I ALSO REMEMBER THE CAPTIVITY OF MY FATHERS; FOR I SURELY DO KNOW THAT THE LORD DID DELIVER THEM OUT OF BONDAGE, AND BY THIS DID ESTABLISH HIS CHURCH; YEA, THE LORD GOD, THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB, DID DELIVER THEM OUT OF BONDAGE. YEA, I HAVE ALWAYS REMEMBERED THE CAPTIVITY OF MY FATHERS; AND THAT SAME GOD WHO DELIVERED THEM OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE EGYPTIANS DID DELIVER THEM OUT OF BONDAGE. YEA, AND THAT SAME GOD DID ESTABLISH HIS CHURCH AMONG THEM; YEA, AND THAT SAME GOD HATH CALLED ME BY A HOLY CALLING, TO PREACH THE WORD UNTO THIS PEOPLE, AND HATH GIVEN ME MUCH SUCCESS, IN THE WHICH MY JOY IS FULL. BUT I DO NOT JOY IN MY OWN SUCCESS ALONE, BUT MY JOY IS MORE-FULL BECAUSE OF THE SUCCESS OF MY BRETHREN, WHO HAVE BEEN UP TO THE LAND OF NEPHI. BEHOLD, THEY HAVE LABORED EXCEEDINGLY, AND HAVE BROUGHT FORTH MUCH FRUIT; AND HOW GREAT SHALL BE THEIR REWARD! NOW, WHEN I THINK OF THE SUCCESS OF THESE MY BRETHREN MY SOUL IS CARRIED AWAY, EVEN TO THE SEPARATION OF IT FROM THE BODY, AS IT WERE, SO GREAT IS MY JOY. AND NOW MAY GOD GRANT UNTO THESE, MY BRETHREN, THAT THEY MAY SIT DOWN IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD; YEA, AND ALSO ALL THOSE WHO ARE THE FRUIT OF THEIR LABORS THAT THEY MAY GO NO MORE OUT, BUT THAT THEY MAY PRAISE HIM FOREVER. AND MAY GOD GRANT THAT IT MAY BE DONE ACCORDING TO MY WORDS, EVEN AS I HAVE SPOKEN. AMEN.
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BEHOLD, NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THE PEOPLE OF AMMON WERE ESTABLISHED IN THE LAND OF JERSHON, YEA, AND ALSO AFTER THE LAMANITES WERE DRIVEN OUT OF THE LAND, AND THEIR DEAD WERE BURIED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND—NOW THEIR DEAD WERE NOT NUMBERED BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THEIR NUMBERS; NEITHER WERE THE DEAD OF THE NEPHITES NUMBERED—BUT IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THEY HAD BURIED THEIR DEAD, AND ALSO AFTER THE DAYS OF FASTING, AND MOURNING, AND PRAYER, (AND IT WAS IN THE SIXTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI) THERE BEGAN TO BE CONTINUAL PEACE THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND. YEA, AND THE PEOPLE DID OBSERVE TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD; AND THEY WERE STRICT IN OBSERVING THE ORDINANCES OF GOD, ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MOSES; FOR THEY WERE TAUGHT TO KEEP THE LAW OF MOSES UNTIL IT SHOULD BE FULFILLED. AND THUS, THE PEOPLE DID HAVE NO DISTURBANCE IN ALL THE SIXTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SEVENTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, THERE WAS CONTINUAL PEACE. BUT IT CAME TO PASS IN THE LATTER END OF THE SEVENTEENTH YEAR, THERE CAME A MAN INTO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND HE WAS ANTI-CHRIST, FOR HE BEGAN TO PREACH UNTO THE PEOPLE AGAINST THE PROPHECIES WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY THE PROPHETS, CONCERNING THE COMING OF CHRIST. NOW THERE WAS NO LAW AGAINST A MAN’S BELIEF; FOR IT WAS STRICTLY CONTRARY TO THE COMMANDS OF GOD THAT THERE SHOULD BE A LAW WHICH SHOULD BRING MEN ON TO UNEQUAL GROUNDS. FOR THUS SAITH THE SCRIPTURE: CHOOSE YE THIS DAY, WHOM YE WILL SERVE. NOW IF A MAN DESIRED TO SERVE GOD, IT WAS HIS PRIVILEGE; OR RATHER, IF HE BELIEVED IN GOD IT WAS HIS PRIVILEGE TO SERVE HIM; BUT IF HE DID NOT BELIEVE IN HIM THERE WAS NO LAW TO PUNISH HIM. BUT IF HE, MURDERED HE WAS PUNISHED UNTO DEATH; AND IF HE, ROBBED HE WAS ALSO PUNISHED; AND IF HE, STOLE HE WAS ALSO PUNISHED; AND IF HE COMMITTED ADULTERY HE WAS ALSO PUNISHED; YEA, FOR ALL THIS WICKEDNESS THEY WERE PUNISHED. FOR THERE WAS A LAW THAT MEN SHOULD BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THEIR CRIMES. NEVERTHELESS, THERE WAS NO LAW AGAINST A MAN’S BELIEF; THEREFORE, A MAN WAS PUNISHED ONLY FOR THE CRIMES WHICH HE HAD DONE; THEREFORE, ALL MEN WERE ON EQUAL GROUNDS. AND THIS ANTI-CHRIST, WHOSE NAME WAS KORIHOR, (AND THE LAW COULD HAVE NO HOLD UPON HIM) BEGAN TO PREACH UNTO THE PEOPLE THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO CHRIST. AND AFTER THIS MANNER, DID HE PREACH, SAYING: O YE THAT ARE BOUND DOWN UNDER A FOOLISH AND A VAIN HOPE, WHY DO YE YOKE YOURSELVES WITH SUCH FOOLISH THINGS? WHY DO YE LOOK FOR A CHRIST? FOR NO MAN CAN KNOW OF ANYTHING WHICH IS TO COME. BEHOLD, THESE THINGS WHICH YE CALL PROPHECIES, WHICH YE SAY ARE HANDED DOWN BY HOLY PROPHETS, BEHOLD, THEY ARE FOOLISH TRADITIONS OF YOUR FATHERS. HOW DO YE KNOW OF THEIR SURETY? BEHOLD, YE CANNOT KNOW OF THINGS WHICH YE DO NOT SEE; THEREFORE, YE CANNOT KNOW THAT THERE SHALL BE A CHRIST. YE LOOK FORWARD AND SAY THAT YE SEE A REMISSION OF YOUR SINS. BUT BEHOLD, IT IS THE EFFECT OF A FRENZIED MIND; AND THIS DERANGEMENT OF YOUR MINDS COMES BECAUSE OF THE TRADITIONS OF YOUR FATHERS, WHICH LEAD YOU AWAY INTO A BELIEF OF THINGS WHICH ARE NOT SO. AND MANY MORE SUCH THINGS DID HE SAY UNTO THEM, TELLING THEM THAT THERE COULD BE NO ATONEMENT MADE FOR THE SINS OF MEN, BUT EVERY MAN FARED IN THIS LIFE ACCORDING TO THE MANAGEMENT OF THE CREATURE; THEREFORE, EVERY MAN PROSPERED ACCORDING TO HIS GENIUS, AND THAT EVERY MAN CONQUERED ACCORDING TO HIS STRENGTH; AND WHATSOEVER A MAN DID WAS NO CRIME. AND THUS, HE DID PREACH UNTO THEM, LEADING AWAY THE HEARTS OF MANY, CAUSING THEM TO LIFT UP THEIR HEADS IN THEIR WICKEDNESS, YEA, LEADING AWAY MANY WOMEN, AND ALSO MEN, TO COMMIT WHOREDOMS—TELLING THEM THAT WHEN A MAN WAS DEAD, THAT WAS THE END THEREOF. NOW THIS MAN WENT OVER TO THE LAND OF JERSHON ALSO, TO PREACH THESE THINGS AMONG THE PEOPLE OF AMMON, WHO WERE ONCE THE PEOPLE OF THE LAMANITES. BUT BEHOLD THEY WERE MORE-WISE THAN MANY OF THE NEPHITES; FOR THEY TOOK HIM, AND BOUND HIM, AND CARRIED HIM BEFORE AMMON, WHO WAS A HIGH PRIEST OVER THAT PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE CAUSED THAT HE SHOULD BE CARRIED OUT OF THE LAND. AND HE CAME OVER INTO THE LAND OF GIDEON, AND BEGAN TO PREACH UNTO THEM ALSO; AND HERE HE DID NOT HAVE MUCH SUCCESS, FOR HE WAS TAKEN AND BOUND AND CARRIED BEFORE THE HIGH PRIEST, AND ALSO THE CHIEF JUDGE OVER THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE HIGH PRIEST SAID UNTO HIM: WHY DO YE GO ABOUT PERVERTING THE WAYS OF THE LORD? WHY DO YE TEACH THIS PEOPLE THAT THERE SHALL BE NO CHRIST, TO INTERRUPT THEIR REJOICINGS? WHY DO YE SPEAK AGAINST ALL THE PROPHECIES OF THE HOLY PROPHETS? NOW THE HIGH PRIEST’S NAME WAS GIDDONAH. AND KORIHOR SAID UNTO HIM: BECAUSE I DO NOT TEACH THE FOOLISH TRADITIONS OF YOUR FATHERS, AND BECAUSE I DO NOT TEACH THIS PEOPLE TO BIND THEMSELVES DOWN UNDER THE FOOLISH ORDINANCES AND PERFORMANCES WHICH ARE LAID DOWN BY ANCIENT PRIESTS, TO USURP POWER AND AUTHORITY OVER THEM, TO KEEP THEM IN IGNORANCE, THAT THEY MAY NOT LIFT UP THEIR HEADS, BUT BE BROUGHT DOWN ACCORDING TO THY WORDS. YE SAY THAT THIS PEOPLE, IS A FREE PEOPLE. BEHOLD, I SAY THEY ARE IN BONDAGE. YE SAY THAT THOSE ANCIENT PROPHECIES ARE TRUE. BEHOLD, I SAY THAT YE DO NOT KNOW THAT THEY ARE TRUE. YE SAY THAT THIS PEOPLE, IS A GUILTY AND A FALLEN PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF THE TRANSGRESSION OF A PARENT. BEHOLD, I SAY THAT A CHILD IS NOT GUILTY BECAUSE OF ITS PARENTS. AND YE ALSO SAY THAT CHRIST SHALL COME. BUT BEHOLD, I SAY THAT YE DO NOT KNOW THAT THERE SHALL BE A CHRIST. AND YE SAY ALSO THAT HE SHALL BE SLAIN FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD—AND THUS YE LEAD AWAY THIS PEOPLE AFTER THE FOOLISH TRADITIONS OF YOUR FATHERS, AND ACCORDING TO YOUR OWN DESIRES; AND YE KEEP THEM DOWN, EVEN AS IT WERE IN BONDAGE, THAT YE MAY GLUT YOURSELVES WITH THE LABORS OF THEIR HANDS, THAT THEY DURST NOT LOOK UP WITH BOLDNESS, AND THAT THEY DURST NOT ENJOY THEIR RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES. YEA, THEY DURST NOT MAKE USE OF THAT WHICH IS THEIR OWN LEST THEY SHOULD OFFEND THEIR PRIESTS, WHO DO YOKE THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR DESIRES, AND HAVE BROUGHT THEM TO BELIEVE, BY THEIR TRADITIONS AND THEIR DREAMS AND THEIR WHIMS AND THEIR VISIONS AND THEIR PRETENDED MYSTERIES, THAT THEY SHOULD, IF THEY DID NOT DO ACCORDING TO THEIR WORDS, OFFEND SOME UNKNOWN BEING, WHO THEY SAY IS GOD—A BEING WHO NEVER HAS BEEN SEEN OR KNOWN, WHO NEVER WAS NOR EVER WILL BE. NOW WHEN THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE CHIEF JUDGE SAW THE HARDNESS OF HIS HEART, YEA, WHEN THEY SAW THAT HE WOULD REVILE EVEN AGAINST GOD, THEY WOULD NOT MAKE ANY REPLY TO HIS WORDS; BUT THEY CAUSED THAT HE SHOULD BE BOUND; AND THEY DELIVERED HIM UP INTO THE HANDS OF THE OFFICERS, AND SENT HIM TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, THAT HE MIGHT BE BROUGHT BEFORE ALMA, AND THE CHIEF JUDGE WHO WAS GOVERNOR OVER ALL THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN HE WAS BROUGHT BEFORE ALMA AND THE CHIEF JUDGE, HE DID GO ON IN THE SAME MANNER AS HE DID IN THE LAND OF GIDEON; YEA, HE WENT ON TO BLASPHEME. AND HE DID RISE UP IN GREAT SWELLING WORDS BEFORE ALMA, AND DID REVILE AGAINST THE PRIESTS AND TEACHERS, ACCUSING THEM OF LEADING AWAY THE PEOPLE AFTER THE SILLY TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS, FOR THE SAKE OF GLUTTING ON THE LABORS OF THE PEOPLE. NOW ALMA SAID UNTO HIM: THOU KNOWEST THAT WE DO NOT GLUT OURSELVES UPON THE LABORS OF THIS PEOPLE; FOR BEHOLD I HAVE LABORED EVEN FROM THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES UNTIL NOW, WITH MINE OWN HANDS FOR MY SUPPORT, NOTWITHSTANDING MY MANY TRAVELS ROUND ABOUT THE LAND TO DECLARE THE WORD OF GOD UNTO MY PEOPLE. AND NOTWITHSTANDING THE MANY LABORS WHICH I HAVE PERFORMED IN THE CHURCH, I HAVE NEVER RECEIVED SO MUCH AS EVEN ONE SENINE FOR MY LABOR; NEITHER HAS ANY OF MY BRETHREN, SAVE IT WERE IN THE JUDGMENT-SEAT; AND THEN WE HAVE RECEIVED ONLY ACCORDING TO LAW FOR OUR TIME. AND NOW, IF WE DO NOT RECEIVE ANYTHING FOR OUR LABORS IN THE CHURCH, WHAT DOTH IT, PROFIT US TO LABOR IN THE CHURCH SAVE IT WERE TO DECLARE THE TRUTH, THAT WE MAY HAVE REJOICINGS IN THE JOY OF OUR BRETHREN? THEN WHY SAYEST THOU THAT WE PREACH UNTO THIS PEOPLE TO GET GAIN, WHEN THOU, OF THYSELF, KNOWEST THAT WE RECEIVE NO GAIN? AND NOW, BELIEVEST THOU THAT WE DECEIVE THIS PEOPLE, THAT CAUSES SUCH JOY IN THEIR HEARTS? AND KORIHOR ANSWERED HIM, YEA. AND THEN ALMA SAID UNTO HIM: BELIEVEST THOU THAT THERE IS A GOD? AND HE ANSWERED, NAY. NOW ALMA SAID UNTO HIM: WILL YE DENY AGAIN THAT THERE IS A GOD, AND ALSO DENY THE CHRIST? FOR BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, I KNOW THERE IS A GOD, AND ALSO THAT CHRIST SHALL COME. AND NOW WHAT EVIDENCE HAVE YE THAT THERE IS NO GOD, OR THAT CHRIST COMETH NOT? I SAY UNTO YOU THAT YE HAVE NONE, SAVE IT BE YOUR WORD ONLY. BUT, BEHOLD, I HAVE ALL THINGS AS A TESTIMONY THAT THESE THINGS ARE TRUE; AND YE ALSO HAVE ALL THINGS AS A TESTIMONY UNTO YOU THAT THEY ARE TRUE; AND WILL YE DENY THEM? BELIEVEST THOU THAT THESE THINGS ARE TRUE? BEHOLD, I KNOW THAT THOU BELIEVEST, BUT THOU ART POSSESSED WITH A LYING SPIRIT, AND YE HAVE PUT OFF THE SPIRIT OF GOD THAT IT MAY HAVE NO PLACE IN YOU; BUT THE DEVIL HAS POWER OVER YOU, AND HE DOTH CARRY YOU ABOUT, WORKING DEVICES THAT HE MAY DESTROY THE CHILDREN OF GOD. AND NOW KORIHOR SAID UNTO ALMA: IF THOU WILT SHOW ME A SIGN, THAT I MAY BE CONVINCED THAT THERE IS A GOD, YEA, SHOW UNTO ME THAT HE HATH POWER, AND THEN WILL I BE CONVINCED OF THE TRUTH OF THY WORDS. BUT ALMA SAID UNTO HIM: THOU HAST HAD SIGNS ENOUGH; WILL YE TEMPT YOUR GOD? WILL YE SAY, SHOW UNTO ME A SIGN, WHEN YE HAVE THE TESTIMONY OF ALL THESE THY BRETHREN, AND ALSO ALL THE HOLY PROPHETS? THE SCRIPTURES ARE LAID BEFORE THEE, YEA, AND ALL THINGS DENOTE THERE IS A GOD; YEA, EVEN THE EARTH, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE UPON THE FACE OF IT, YEA, AND ITS MOTION, YEA, AND ALSO ALL THE PLANETS WHICH MOVE IN THEIR REGULAR FORM DO WITNESS THAT THERE IS A SUPREME CREATOR. AND YET DO YE GO ABOUT, LEADING AWAY THE HEARTS OF THIS PEOPLE, TESTIFYING UNTO THEM THERE IS NO GOD? AND YET WILL YE DENY AGAINST ALL THESE WITNESSES? AND HE SAID: YEA, I WILL DENY, EXCEPT YE SHALL SHOW ME A SIGN. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA SAID UNTO HIM: BEHOLD, I AM GRIEVED BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF YOUR HEART, YEA, THAT YE WILL STILL RESIST THE SPIRIT OF THE TRUTH, THAT THY SOUL MAY BE DESTROYED. BUT BEHOLD, IT IS BETTER THAT THY SOUL SHOULD BE LOST THAN THAT THOU SHOULDST BE THE MEANS OF BRINGING MANY SOULS DOWN TO DESTRUCTION, BY THY LYING AND BY THY FLATTERING WORDS; THEREFORE, IF THOU SHALT DENY AGAIN, BEHOLD GOD SHALL SMITE THEE, THAT THOU SHALT BECOME DUMB, THAT THOU SHALT NEVER OPEN THY MOUTH ANY MORE, THAT THOU SHALT NOT DECEIVE THIS PEOPLE ANY MORE. NOW KORIHOR SAID UNTO HIM: I DO NOT DENY THE EXISTENCE OF A GOD, BUT I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THERE IS A GOD; AND I SAY ALSO, THAT YE DO NOT KNOW THAT THERE IS A GOD; AND EXCEPT YE SHOW ME A SIGN, I WILL NOT BELIEVE. NOW ALMA SAID UNTO HIM: THIS WILL I GIVE UNTO THEE FOR A SIGN, THAT THOU SHALT BE STRUCK DUMB, ACCORDING TO MY WORDS; AND I SAY, THAT IN THE NAME OF GOD, YE SHALL BE STRUCK DUMB, THAT YE SHALL NO MORE HAVE UTTERANCE. NOW WHEN ALMA HAD SAID THESE WORDS, KORIHOR WAS STRUCK DUMB, THAT HE COULD NOT HAVE UTTERANCE, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF ALMA. AND NOW WHEN THE CHIEF JUDGE SAW THIS, HE PUT FORTH HIS HAND AND WROTE UNTO KORIHOR, SAYING: ART THOU CONVINCED OF THE POWER OF GOD? IN WHOM DID YE DESIRE THAT ALMA SHOULD SHOW FORTH HIS SIGN? WOULD YE THAT HE SHOULD AFFLICT OTHERS, TO SHOW UNTO THEE A SIGN? BEHOLD, HE HAS SHOWED UNTO YOU A SIGN; AND NOW WILL YE DISPUTE MORE? AND KORIHOR PUT FORTH HIS HAND AND WROTE, SAYING: I KNOW THAT I AM DUMB, FOR I CANNOT SPEAK; AND I KNOW THAT NOTHING SAVE IT WERE THE POWER OF GOD COULD BRING THIS UPON ME; YEA, AND I ALWAYS KNEW THAT THERE WAS A GOD. BUT BEHOLD, THE DEVIL HATH DECEIVED ME; FOR HE APPEARED UNTO ME IN THE FORM OF AN ANGEL, AND SAID UNTO ME: GO AND RECLAIM THIS PEOPLE, FOR THEY HAVE ALL GONE ASTRAY AFTER AN UNKNOWN GOD. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: THERE IS NO GOD; YEA, AND HE TAUGHT ME THAT WHICH I SHOULD SAY. AND I HAVE TAUGHT HIS WORDS; AND I TAUGHT THEM BECAUSE THEY WERE PLEASING UNTO THE CARNAL MIND; AND I TAUGHT THEM, EVEN UNTIL I HAD MUCH SUCCESS, INSOMUCH THAT I VERILY BELIEVED THAT THEY WERE TRUE; AND FOR THIS CAUSE, I WITHSTOOD THE TRUTH, EVEN UNTIL I HAVE BROUGHT THIS GREAT CURSE UPON ME. NOW WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE BESOUGHT THAT ALMA SHOULD PRAY UNTO GOD, THAT THE CURSE MIGHT BE TAKEN FROM HIM. BUT ALMA SAID UNTO HIM: IF THIS CURSE SHOULD BE TAKEN FROM THEE, THOU WOULDST AGAIN LEAD AWAY THE HEARTS OF THIS PEOPLE; THEREFORE, IT SHALL BE UNTO THEE EVEN AS THE LORD WILL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE CURSE WAS NOT TAKEN OFF OF KORIHOR; BUT HE WAS CAST OUT, AND WENT ABOUT FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE BEGGING FOR HIS FOOD. NOW THE KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED UNTO KORIHOR WAS IMMEDIATELY PUBLISHED THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND; YEA, THE PROCLAMATION WAS SENT FORTH BY THE CHIEF JUDGE TO ALL THE PEOPLE IN THE LAND, DECLARING UNTO THOSE WHO HAD BELIEVED IN THE WORDS OF KORIHOR THAT THEY MUST SPEEDILY REPENT, LEST THE SAME JUDGMENTS WOULD COME UNTO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE ALL CONVINCED OF THE WICKEDNESS OF KORIHOR; THEREFORE, THEY WERE ALL CONVERTED AGAIN UNTO THE LORD; AND THIS PUT AN END TO THE INIQUITY AFTER THE MANNER OF KORIHOR. AND KORIHOR DID GO ABOUT FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE, BEGGING FOOD FOR HIS SUPPORT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS HE WENT FORTH AMONG THE PEOPLE, YEA, AMONG A PEOPLE WHO HAD SEPARATED THEMSELVES FROM THE NEPHITES AND CALLED THEMSELVES ZORAMITES, BEING LED BY A MAN WHOSE NAME WAS ZORAM— AND AS HE WENT FORTH AMONGST THEM, BEHOLD, HE WAS RUN UPON AND TRODDEN DOWN, EVEN UNTIL HE WAS DEAD. AND THUS, WE SEE THE END OF HIM WHO PERVERTETH THE WAYS OF THE LORD; AND THUS, WE SEE THAT THE DEVIL WILL NOT SUPPORT HIS CHILDREN AT THE LAST DAY, BUT DOTH SPEEDILY DRAG THEM DOWN TO HELL. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THE END OF KORIHOR, ALMA HAVING RECEIVED TIDINGS THAT THE ZORAMITES WERE PERVERTING THE WAYS OF THE LORD, AND THAT ZORAM, WHO WAS THEIR LEADER, WAS LEADING THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE TO BOW DOWN TO DUMB IDOLS, HIS HEART AGAIN BEGAN TO SICKEN BECAUSE OF THE INIQUITY OF THE PEOPLE. FOR IT WAS THE CAUSE OF GREAT SORROW TO ALMA TO KNOW OF INIQUITY AMONG HIS PEOPLE; THEREFORE, HIS HEART WAS EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL BECAUSE OF THE SEPARATION OF THE ZORAMITES FROM THE NEPHITES. NOW THE ZORAMITES HAD GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER IN A LAND WHICH THEY CALLED ANTIONUM, WHICH WAS EAST OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, WHICH LAY NEARLY BORDERING UPON THE SEASHORE, WHICH WAS SOUTH OF THE LAND OF JERSHON, WHICH ALSO BORDERED UPON THE WILDERNESS SOUTH, WHICH WILDERNESS WAS FULL OF THE LAMANITES. NOW THE NEPHITES GREATLY FEARED THAT THE ZORAMITES WOULD ENTER INTO A CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE LAMANITES, AND THAT IT WOULD BE THE MEANS OF GREAT LOSS ON THE PART OF THE NEPHITES. AND NOW, AS THE PREACHING OF THE WORD HAD A GREAT TENDENCY TO LEAD THE PEOPLE TO DO THAT WHICH WAS JUST—YEA, IT HAD HAD MORE POWERFUL EFFECT UPON THE MINDS OF THE PEOPLE THAN THE SWORD, OR ANYTHING ELSE, WHICH HAD HAPPENED UNTO THEM—THEREFORE ALMA THOUGHT IT WAS EXPEDIENT THAT THEY SHOULD TRY THE VIRTUE OF THE WORD OF GOD. THEREFORE, HE TOOK AMMON, AND AARON, AND OMNER; AND HIMNI HE DID LEAVE IN THE CHURCH IN ZARAHEMLA; BUT THE FORMER THREE HE TOOK WITH HIM, AND ALSO AMULEK AND ZEEZROM, WHO WERE AT MELEK; AND HE ALSO TOOK TWO OF HIS SONS. NOW THE ELDEST OF HIS SONS HE TOOK NOT WITH HIM, AND HIS NAME WAS HELAMAN; BUT THE NAMES OF THOSE WHOM HE TOOK WITH HIM WERE SHIBLON AND CORIANTON; AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THOSE WHO WENT WITH HIM AMONG THE ZORAMITES, TO PREACH UNTO THEM THE WORD. NOW THE ZORAMITES WERE DISSENTERS FROM THE NEPHITES; THEREFORE, THEY HAD HAD THE WORD OF GOD PREACHED UNTO THEM. BUT THEY HAD FALLEN INTO GREAT ERRORS, FOR THEY WOULD NOT OBSERVE TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND HIS STATUTES, ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MOSES. NEITHER WOULD THEY OBSERVE THE PERFORMANCES OF THE CHURCH, TO CONTINUE IN PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION TO GOD DAILY, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT ENTER INTO TEMPTATION. YEA, IN FINE, THEY DID PERVERT THE WAYS OF THE LORD IN VERY MANY INSTANCES; THEREFORE, FOR THIS CAUSE, ALMA AND HIS BRETHREN WENT INTO THE LAND TO PREACH THE WORD UNTO THEM. NOW, WHEN THEY HAD COME INTO THE LAND, BEHOLD, TO THEIR ASTONISHMENT THEY FOUND THAT THE ZORAMITES HAD BUILT SYNAGOGUES, AND THAT THEY DID GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER ON ONE DAY OF THE WEEK, WHICH DAY THEY DID CALL THE DAY OF THE LORD; AND THEY DID WORSHIP AFTER A MANNER WHICH ALMA AND HIS BRETHREN HAD NEVER BEHELD; FOR THEY HAD A PLACE BUILT UP IN THE CENTER OF THEIR SYNAGOGUE, A PLACE FOR STANDING, WHICH WAS HIGH ABOVE THE HEAD; AND THE TOP THEREOF WOULD ONLY ADMIT ONE PERSON. THEREFORE, WHOSOEVER DESIRED TO WORSHIP MUST GO FORTH AND STAND UPON THE TOP THEREOF, AND STRETCH FORTH HIS HANDS TOWARDS HEAVEN, AND CRY WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING: HOLY, HOLY GOD; WE BELIEVE THAT THOU ART GOD, AND WE BELIEVE THAT THOU ART HOLY, AND THAT THOU WAST A SPIRIT, AND THAT THOU ART A SPIRIT, AND THAT THOU WILT BE A SPIRIT FOREVER. HOLY GOD, WE BELIEVE THAT THOU HAST SEPARATED US FROM OUR BRETHREN; AND WE DO NOT BELIEVE IN THE TRADITION OF OUR BRETHREN, WHICH WAS HANDED DOWN TO THEM BY THE CHILDISHNESS OF THEIR FATHERS; BUT WE BELIEVE THAT THOU HAST ELECTED US TO BE THY HOLY CHILDREN; AND ALSO, THOU HAST MADE IT KNOWN UNTO US THAT THERE SHALL BE NO CHRIST. BUT THOU ART THE SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND FOREVER; AND THOU HAST ELECTED US THAT WE SHALL BE SAVED, WHILST ALL AROUND US ARE ELECTED TO BE CAST BY THY WRATH DOWN TO HELL; FOR THE WHICH HOLINESS, O GOD, WE THANK THEE; AND WE ALSO THANK THEE THAT THOU HAST ELECTED US, THAT WE MAY NOT BE LED AWAY AFTER THE FOOLISH TRADITIONS OF OUR BRETHREN, WHICH DOTH BIND THEM DOWN TO A BELIEF OF CHRIST, WHICH DOTH LEAD THEIR HEARTS TO WANDER FAR FROM THEE, OUR GOD. AND AGAIN, WE THANK THEE, O GOD, THAT WE ARE A CHOSEN AND A HOLY PEOPLE. AMEN. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER ALMA AND HIS BRETHREN AND HIS SONS HAD HEARD THESE PRAYERS, THEY WERE ASTONISHED BEYOND ALL MEASURE. FOR BEHOLD, EVERY MAN DID GO FORTH AND OFFER UP THESE SAME PRAYERS. NOW THE PLACE WAS CALLED BY THEM RAMEUMPTOM, WHICH, BEING INTERPRETED, IS THE HOLY STAND. NOW, FROM THIS STAND THEY DID OFFER UP, EVERY MAN, THE SELFSAME PRAYER UNTO GOD, THANKING THEIR GOD THAT THEY WERE CHOSEN OF HIM, AND THAT HE DID NOT LEAD THEM AWAY AFTER THE TRADITION OF THEIR BRETHREN, AND THAT THEIR HEARTS WERE NOT STOLEN AWAY TO BELIEVE IN THINGS TO COME, WHICH THEY KNEW NOTHING ABOUT. NOW, AFTER THE PEOPLE HAD ALL OFFERED UP THANKS AFTER THIS MANNER, THEY RETURNED TO THEIR HOMES, NEVER SPEAKING OF THEIR GOD AGAIN UNTIL THEY HAD ASSEMBLED THEMSELVES TOGETHER AGAIN TO THE HOLY STAND, TO OFFER UP THANKS AFTER THEIR MANNER. NOW WHEN ALMA SAW THIS HIS HEART WAS GRIEVED; FOR HE SAW THAT THEY WERE A WICKED AND A PERVERSE PEOPLE; YEA, HE SAW THAT THEIR HEARTS WERE SET UPON GOLD, AND UPON SILVER, AND UPON ALL MANNER OF FINE GOODS. YEA, AND HE ALSO SAW THAT THEIR HEARTS WERE LIFTED UP UNTO GREAT BOASTING, IN THEIR PRIDE. AND HE LIFTED UP HIS VOICE TO HEAVEN, AND CRIED, SAYING: O, HOW LONG, O LORD, WILT THOU SUFFER THAT THY SERVANTS SHALL DWELL HERE BELOW IN THE FLESH, TO BEHOLD SUCH GROSS WICKEDNESS AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN? BEHOLD, O GOD, THEY CRY UNTO THEE, AND YET THEIR HEARTS ARE SWALLOWED UP IN THEIR PRIDE. BEHOLD, O GOD, THEY CRY UNTO THEE WITH THEIR MOUTHS, WHILE THEY ARE PUFFED UP, EVEN TO GREATNESS, WITH THE VAIN THINGS OF THE WORLD. BEHOLD, O MY GOD, THEIR COSTLY APPAREL, AND THEIR RINGLETS, AND THEIR BRACELETS, AND THEIR ORNAMENTS OF GOLD, AND ALL THEIR PRECIOUS THINGS WHICH THEY ARE ORNAMENTED WITH; AND BEHOLD, THEIR HEARTS ARE SET UPON THEM, AND YET THEY CRY UNTO THEE AND SAY—WE THANK THEE, O GOD, FOR WE ARE A CHOSEN PEOPLE UNTO THEE, WHILE OTHERS SHALL PERISH. YEA, AND THEY SAY THAT THOU HAST MADE IT KNOWN UNTO THEM THAT THERE SHALL BE NO CHRIST. O LORD GOD, HOW LONG WILT THOU SUFFER THAT SUCH WICKEDNESS AND INFIDELITY SHALL BE AMONG THIS PEOPLE? O LORD, WILT THOU GIVE ME STRENGTH, THAT I MAY BEAR WITH MINE INFIRMITIES. FOR I AM INFIRM, AND SUCH WICKEDNESS AMONG THIS PEOPLE DOTH PAIN MY SOUL. O LORD, MY HEART IS EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL; WILT THOU COMFORT MY SOUL IN CHRIST. O LORD, WILT THOU GRANT UNTO ME THAT I MAY HAVE STRENGTH, THAT I MAY SUFFER WITH PATIENCE THESE AFFLICTIONS WHICH SHALL COME UPON ME, BECAUSE OF THE INIQUITY OF THIS PEOPLE. O LORD, WILT THOU COMFORT MY SOUL, AND GIVE UNTO ME SUCCESS, AND ALSO MY FELLOW LABORERS WHO ARE WITH ME—YEA, AMMON, AND AARON, AND OMNER, AND ALSO AMULEK AND ZEEZROM, AND ALSO MY TWO SONS—YEA, EVEN ALL THESE, WILT THOU COMFORT, O LORD. YEA, WILT THOU COMFORT THEIR SOULS IN CHRIST. WILT THOU GRANT UNTO THEM THAT THEY MAY HAVE STRENGTH, THAT THEY MAY BEAR THEIR AFFLICTIONS WHICH SHALL COME UPON THEM BECAUSE OF THE INIQUITIES OF THIS PEOPLE. O LORD, WILT THOU GRANT UNTO US THAT WE MAY HAVE SUCCESS IN BRINGING THEM AGAIN UNTO THEE IN CHRIST. BEHOLD, O LORD, THEIR SOULS ARE PRECIOUS, AND MANY OF THEM ARE OUR BRETHREN; THEREFORE, GIVE UNTO US, O LORD, POWER AND WISDOM THAT WE MAY BRING THESE, OUR BRETHREN, AGAIN UNTO THEE. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN ALMA HAD SAID THESE WORDS, THAT HE CLAPPED HIS HANDS UPON ALL THEM WHO WERE WITH HIM. AND BEHOLD, AS HE CLAPPED HIS HANDS UPON THEM, THEY WERE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. AND AFTER THAT THEY DID SEPARATE THEMSELVES ONE FROM ANOTHER, TAKING NO THOUGHT FOR THEMSELVES WHAT THEY SHOULD EAT, OR WHAT THEY SHOULD DRINK, OR WHAT THEY SHOULD PUT ON. AND THE LORD PROVIDED FOR THEM THAT THEY SHOULD HUNGER NOT, NEITHER SHOULD THEY THIRST; YEA, AND HE ALSO GAVE THEM STRENGTH, THAT THEY SHOULD SUFFER NO MANNER OF AFFLICTIONS, SAVE IT WERE SWALLOWED UP IN THE JOY OF CHRIST. NOW THIS WAS ACCORDING TO THE PRAYER OF ALMA; AND THIS BECAUSE HE PRAYED IN FAITH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID GO FORTH, AND BEGAN TO PREACH THE WORD OF GOD UNTO THE PEOPLE, ENTERING INTO THEIR SYNAGOGUES, AND INTO THEIR HOUSES; YEA, AND EVEN THEY DID PREACH THE WORD IN THEIR STREETS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER MUCH LABOR AMONG THEM, THEY BEGAN TO HAVE SUCCESS AMONG THE POOR CLASS OF PEOPLE; FOR BEHOLD, THEY WERE CAST OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUES BECAUSE OF THE COARSENESS OF THEIR APPAREL— THEREFORE THEY WERE NOT PERMITTED TO ENTER INTO THEIR SYNAGOGUES TO WORSHIP GOD, BEING ESTEEMED AS FILTHINESS; THEREFORE THEY WERE POOR; YEA, THEY WERE ESTEEMED BY THEIR BRETHREN AS DROSS; THEREFORE THEY WERE POOR AS TO THINGS OF THE WORLD; AND ALSO THEY WERE POOR IN HEART. NOW, AS ALMA WAS TEACHING AND SPEAKING UNTO THE PEOPLE UPON THE HILL ONIDAH, THERE CAME A GREAT MULTITUDE UNTO HIM, WHO WERE THOSE OF WHOM WE HAVE BEEN SPEAKING, OF WHOM WERE POOR IN HEART, BECAUSE OF THEIR POVERTY AS TO THE THINGS OF THE WORLD. AND THEY CAME UNTO ALMA; AND THE ONE WHO WAS THE FOREMOST AMONG THEM SAID UNTO HIM: BEHOLD, WHAT SHALL THESE MY BRETHREN DO, FOR THEY ARE DESPISED OF ALL MEN BECAUSE OF THEIR POVERTY, YEA, AND MORE ESPECIALLY BY OUR PRIESTS; FOR THEY HAVE CAST US OUT OF OUR SYNAGOGUES WHICH WE HAVE LABORED ABUNDANTLY TO BUILD WITH OUR OWN HANDS; AND THEY HAVE CAST US OUT BECAUSE OF OUR EXCEEDING POVERTY; AND WE HAVE NO PLACE TO WORSHIP OUR GOD; AND BEHOLD, WHAT SHALL WE DO? AND NOW WHEN ALMA HEARD THIS, HE TURNED HIM ABOUT, HIS FACE IMMEDIATELY TOWARDS HIM, AND HE BEHELD WITH GREAT JOY; FOR HE BEHELD THAT THEIR AFFLICTIONS HAD TRULY HUMBLED THEM, AND THAT THEY WERE IN A PREPARATION TO HEAR THE WORD. THEREFORE, HE DID SAY NO MORE TO THE OTHER MULTITUDE; BUT HE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND, AND CRIED UNTO THOSE WHOM HE BEHELD, WHO WERE TRULY PENITENT, AND SAID UNTO THEM: I BEHOLD THAT YE ARE LOWLY IN HEART; AND IF SO, BLESSED ARE YE. BEHOLD THY BROTHER HATH SAID, WHAT SHALL WE DO? FOR WE ARE CAST OUT OF OUR SYNAGOGUES, THAT WE CANNOT WORSHIP OUR GOD. BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, DO YE SUPPOSE THAT YE CANNOT WORSHIP GOD SAVE IT BE IN YOUR SYNAGOGUES ONLY? AND MOREOVER, I WOULD ASK, DO YE SUPPOSE THAT YE MUST NOT WORSHIP GOD ONLY ONCE IN A WEEK? I SAY UNTO YOU, IT IS WELL THAT YE ARE CAST OUT OF YOUR SYNAGOGUES, THAT YE MAY BE HUMBLE, AND THAT YE MAY LEARN WISDOM; FOR IT IS NECESSARY THAT YE SHOULD LEARN WISDOM; FOR IT IS BECAUSE THAT YE ARE CAST OUT, THAT YE ARE DESPISED OF YOUR BRETHREN BECAUSE OF YOUR EXCEEDING POVERTY, THAT YE ARE BROUGHT TO A LOWLINESS OF HEART; FOR YE ARE NECESSARILY BROUGHT TO BE HUMBLE. AND NOW, BECAUSE YE ARE COMPELLED TO BE HUMBLE BLESSED ARE YE; FOR A MAN SOMETIMES, IF HE IS COMPELLED TO BE HUMBLE, SEEKETH REPENTANCE; AND NOW SURELY, WHOSOEVER REPENTETH SHALL FIND MERCY; AND HE THAT FINDETH MERCY AND ENDURETH TO THE END THE SAME SHALL BE SAVED. AND NOW, AS I SAID UNTO YOU, THAT BECAUSE YE WERE COMPELLED TO BE HUMBLE YE WERE BLESSED, DO YE NOT SUPPOSE THAT THEY ARE MORE BLESSED WHO TRULY HUMBLE THEMSELVES BECAUSE OF THE WORD? YEA, HE THAT TRULY HUMBLETH HIMSELF, AND REPENTETH OF HIS SINS, AND ENDURETH TO THE END, THE SAME SHALL BE BLESSED—YEA, MUCH MORE BLESSED THAN THEY WHO ARE COMPELLED TO BE HUMBLE BECAUSE OF THEIR EXCEEDING POVERTY. THEREFORE, BLESSED ARE THEY WHO HUMBLE THEMSELVES WITHOUT BEING COMPELLED TO BE HUMBLE; OR RATHER, IN OTHER WORDS, BLESSED IS HE THAT BELIEVETH IN THE WORD OF GOD, AND IS BAPTIZED WITHOUT STUBBORNNESS OF HEART, YEA, WITHOUT BEING BROUGHT TO KNOW THE WORD, OR EVEN COMPELLED TO KNOW, BEFORE THEY WILL BELIEVE. YEA, THERE ARE MANY WHO DO SAY: IF THOU WILT SHOW UNTO US A SIGN FROM HEAVEN, THEN WE SHALL KNOW OF A SURETY; THEN WE SHALL BELIEVE. NOW I ASK, IS THIS FAITH? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY; FOR IF A MAN KNOWETH A THING HE HATH NO CAUSE TO BELIEVE, FOR HE KNOWETH IT. AND NOW, HOW MUCH MORE CURSED IS HE THAT KNOWETH THE WILL OF GOD AND DOETH IT NOT, THAN HE THAT ONLY BELIEVETH, OR ONLY HATH CAUSE TO BELIEVE, AND FALLETH INTO TRANSGRESSION? NOW OF THIS THING YE MUST JUDGE. BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT IT IS ON THE ONE HAND EVEN AS IT IS ON THE OTHER; AND IT SHALL BE UNTO EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS WORK. AND NOW AS I SAID CONCERNING FAITH—FAITH IS NOT TO HAVE A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS; THEREFORE, IF YE HAVE FAITH YE HOPE FOR THINGS WHICH ARE NOT SEEN, WHICH ARE TRUE. AND NOW, BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, AND I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER, THAT GOD IS MERCIFUL UNTO ALL WHO BELIEVE ON HIS NAME; THEREFORE, HE DESIRETH, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THAT YE SHOULD BELIEVE, YEA, EVEN ON HIS WORD. AND NOW, HE IMPARTETH HIS WORD BY ANGELS UNTO MEN, YEA, NOT ONLY MEN BUT WOMEN ALSO. NOW THIS IS NOT ALL; LITTLE CHILDREN DO HAVE WORDS GIVEN UNTO THEM MANY TIMES, WHICH CONFOUND THE WISE AND THE LEARNED. AND NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, AS YE HAVE DESIRED TO KNOW OF ME WHAT YE SHALL DO BECAUSE YE ARE AFFLICTED AND CAST OUT—NOW I DO NOT DESIRE THAT YE SHOULD SUPPOSE THAT I MEAN TO JUDGE YOU ONLY ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH IS TRUE—FOR I DO NOT MEAN THAT YE ALL OF YOU HAVE BEEN COMPELLED TO HUMBLE YOURSELVES; FOR I VERILY BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE SOME AMONG YOU WHO WOULD HUMBLE THEMSELVES, LET THEM BE IN WHATSOEVER CIRCUMSTANCES THEY MIGHT. NOW, AS I SAID CONCERNING FAITH—THAT IT WAS NOT A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE—EVEN SO IT IS WITH MY WORDS. YE CANNOT KNOW OF THEIR SURETY AT FIRST, UNTO PERFECTION, ANY MORE THAN FAITH IS A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE. BUT BEHOLD, IF YE WILL AWAKE AND AROUSE YOUR FACULTIES, EVEN TO AN EXPERIMENT UPON MY WORDS, AND EXERCISE A PARTICLE OF FAITH, YEA, EVEN IF YE CAN NO MORE THAN DESIRE TO BELIEVE, LET THIS DESIRE WORK IN YOU, EVEN UNTIL YE BELIEVE IN A MANNER THAT YE CAN GIVE PLACE FOR A PORTION OF MY WORDS. NOW, WE WILL COMPARE THE WORD UNTO A SEED. NOW, IF YE GIVE PLACE, THAT A SEED MAY BE PLANTED IN YOUR HEART, BEHOLD, IF IT BE A TRUE SEED, OR A GOOD SEED, IF YE DO NOT CAST IT OUT BY YOUR UNBELIEF, THAT YE WILL RESIST THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD, BEHOLD, IT WILL BEGIN TO SWELL WITHIN YOUR BREASTS; AND WHEN YOU FEEL THESE SWELLING MOTIONS, YE WILL BEGIN TO SAY WITHIN YOURSELVES—IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT THIS IS A GOOD SEED, OR THAT THE WORD IS GOOD, FOR IT BEGINNETH TO ENLARGE MY SOUL; YEA, IT BEGINNETH TO ENLIGHTEN MY UNDERSTANDING, YEA, IT BEGINNETH TO BE DELICIOUS TO ME. NOW BEHOLD, WOULD NOT THIS INCREASE YOUR FAITH? I SAY UNTO YOU, YEA; NEVERTHELESS, IT HATH NOT GROWN UP TO A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE. BUT BEHOLD, AS THE SEED SWELLETH, AND SPROUTETH, AND BEGINNETH TO GROW, THEN YOU MUST NEEDS SAY THAT THE SEED IS GOOD; FOR BEHOLD IT SWELLETH, AND SPROUTETH, AND BEGINNETH TO GROW. AND NOW, BEHOLD, WILL NOT THIS STRENGTHEN YOUR FAITH? YEA, IT WILL STRENGTHEN YOUR FAITH: FOR YE WILL SAY I KNOW THAT THIS IS A GOOD SEED; FOR BEHOLD IT SPROUTETH AND BEGINNETH TO GROW. AND NOW, BEHOLD, ARE YE SURE THAT THIS IS A GOOD SEED? I SAY UNTO YOU, YEA; FOR EVERY SEED BRINGETH FORTH UNTO ITS OWN LIKENESS. THEREFORE, IF A SEED GROWETH IT IS GOOD, BUT IF IT GROWETH NOT, BEHOLD IT IS NOT GOOD, THEREFORE IT IS CAST AWAY. AND NOW, BEHOLD, BECAUSE YE HAVE TRIED THE EXPERIMENT, AND PLANTED THE SEED, AND IT SWELLETH AND SPROUTETH, AND BEGINNETH TO GROW, YE MUST NEEDS KNOW THAT THE SEED IS GOOD. AND NOW, BEHOLD, IS YOUR KNOWLEDGE PERFECT? YEA, YOUR KNOWLEDGE IS PERFECT IN THAT THING, AND YOUR FAITH IS DORMANT; AND THIS BECAUSE YOU KNOW, FOR YE KNOW THAT THE WORD HATH SWELLED YOUR SOULS, AND YE ALSO KNOW THAT IT HATH SPROUTED UP, THAT YOUR UNDERSTANDING DOTH BEGIN TO BE ENLIGHTENED, AND YOUR MIND DOTH BEGIN TO EXPAND. O THEN, IS NOT THIS REAL? I SAY UNTO YOU, YEA, BECAUSE IT IS LIGHT; AND WHATSOEVER IS LIGHT, IS GOOD, BECAUSE IT IS DISCERNIBLE, THEREFORE YE MUST KNOW THAT IT IS GOOD; AND NOW BEHOLD, AFTER YE HAVE TASTED THIS LIGHT IS YOUR KNOWLEDGE PERFECT? BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY; NEITHER MUST YE LAY ASIDE YOUR FAITH, FOR YE HAVE ONLY EXERCISED YOUR FAITH TO PLANT THE SEED THAT YE MIGHT TRY THE EXPERIMENT TO KNOW IF THE SEED WAS GOOD. AND BEHOLD, AS THE TREE BEGINNETH TO GROW, YE WILL SAY: LET US NOURISH IT WITH GREAT CARE, THAT IT MAY GET ROOT, THAT IT MAY GROW UP, AND BRING FORTH FRUIT UNTO US. AND NOW BEHOLD, IF YE NOURISH IT WITH MUCH CARE IT WILL GET ROOT, AND GROW UP, AND BRING FORTH FRUIT. BUT IF YE NEGLECT THE TREE, AND TAKE NO THOUGHT FOR ITS NOURISHMENT, BEHOLD IT WILL NOT GET ANY ROOT; AND WHEN THE HEAT OF THE SUN COMETH AND SCORCHETH IT, BECAUSE IT HATH NO ROOT IT WITHERS AWAY, AND YE PLUCK IT UP AND CAST IT OUT. NOW, THIS IS NOT BECAUSE THE SEED WAS NOT GOOD, NEITHER IS IT BECAUSE THE FRUIT THEREOF WOULD NOT BE DESIRABLE; BUT IT IS BECAUSE YOUR GROUND IS BARREN, AND YE WILL NOT NOURISH THE TREE, THEREFORE YE CANNOT HAVE THE FRUIT THEREOF. AND THUS, IF YE WILL NOT NOURISH THE WORD, LOOKING FORWARD WITH AN EYE OF FAITH TO THE FRUIT THEREOF, YE CAN NEVER PLUCK OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF LIFE. BUT IF YE WILL NOURISH THE WORD, YEA, NOURISH THE TREE AS IT BEGINNETH TO GROW, BY YOUR FAITH WITH GREAT DILIGENCE, AND WITH PATIENCE, LOOKING FORWARD TO THE FRUIT THEREOF, IT SHALL TAKE ROOT; AND BEHOLD IT SHALL BE A TREE SPRINGING UP UNTO EVERLASTING LIFE. AND BECAUSE OF YOUR DILIGENCE AND YOUR FAITH AND YOUR PATIENCE WITH THE WORD IN NOURISHING IT, THAT IT MAY TAKE ROOT IN YOU, BEHOLD, BY AND BY YE SHALL PLUCK THE FRUIT THEREOF, WHICH IS MOST PRECIOUS, WHICH IS SWEET ABOVE ALL THAT IS SWEET, AND WHICH IS WHITE ABOVE ALL THAT IS WHITE, YEA, AND PURE ABOVE ALL THAT IS PURE; AND YE SHALL FEAST UPON THIS FRUIT EVEN UNTIL YE ARE FILLED, THAT YE HUNGER NOT, NEITHER SHALL YE THIRST. THEN, MY BRETHREN, YE SHALL REAP THE REWARDS OF YOUR FAITH, AND YOUR DILIGENCE, AND PATIENCE, AND LONG-SUFFERING, WAITING FOR THE TREE TO BRING FORTH FRUIT UNTO YOU. NOW AFTER ALMA HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, THEY SENT FORTH UNTO HIM DESIRING TO KNOW WHETHER THEY SHOULD BELIEVE IN ONE GOD, THAT THEY MIGHT OBTAIN THIS FRUIT OF WHICH HE HAD SPOKEN, OR HOW THEY SHOULD PLANT THE SEED, OR THE WORD OF WHICH HE HAD SPOKEN, WHICH HE SAID MUST BE PLANTED IN THEIR HEARTS; OR IN WHAT MANNER THEY SHOULD BEGIN TO EXERCISE THEIR FAITH. AND ALMA SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, YE HAVE SAID THAT YE COULD NOT WORSHIP YOUR GOD BECAUSE YE ARE CAST OUT OF YOUR SYNAGOGUES. BUT BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, IF YE SUPPOSE THAT YE CANNOT WORSHIP GOD, YE DO GREATLY ERR, AND YE OUGHT TO SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES; IF YE SUPPOSE THAT THEY HAVE TAUGHT YOU THIS, YE DO NOT UNDERSTAND THEM. DO YE REMEMBER TO HAVE READ WHAT ZENOS, THE PROPHET OF OLD, HAS SAID CONCERNING PRAYER OR WORSHIP? FOR HE SAID: THOU ART MERCIFUL, O GOD, FOR THOU HAST HEARD MY PRAYER, EVEN WHEN I WAS IN THE WILDERNESS; YEA, THOU WAST MERCIFUL WHEN I PRAYED CONCERNING THOSE WHO WERE MINE ENEMIES, AND THOU DIDST TURN THEM TO ME. YEA, O GOD, AND THOU WAST MERCIFUL UNTO ME WHEN I DID CRY UNTO THEE IN MY FIELD; WHEN I DID CRY UNTO THEE IN MY PRAYER, AND THOU DIDST HEAR ME. AND AGAIN, O GOD, WHEN I DID TURN TO MY HOUSE THOU DIDST HEAR ME IN MY PRAYER. AND WHEN I DID TURN UNTO MY CLOSET, O LORD, AND PRAYED UNTO THEE, THOU DIDST HEAR ME. YEA, THOU ART MERCIFUL UNTO THY CHILDREN WHEN THEY CRY UNTO THEE, TO BE HEARD OF THEE AND NOT OF MEN, AND THOU WILT HEAR THEM. YEA, O GOD, THOU HAST BEEN MERCIFUL UNTO ME, AND HEARD MY CRIES IN THE MIDST OF THY CONGREGATIONS. YEA, AND THOU HAST ALSO HEARD ME WHEN I HAVE BEEN CAST OUT AND HAVE BEEN DESPISED BY MINE ENEMIES; YEA, THOU DIDST HEAR MY CRIES, AND WAST ANGRY WITH MINE ENEMIES, AND THOU DIDST VISIT THEM IN THINE ANGER WITH SPEEDY DESTRUCTION. AND THOU DIDST HEAR ME BECAUSE OF MINE AFFLICTIONS AND MY SINCERITY; AND IT IS BECAUSE OF THY SON THAT THOU HAST BEEN THUS MERCIFUL UNTO ME, THEREFORE I WILL CRY UNTO THEE IN ALL MINE AFFLICTIONS, FOR IN THEE IS MY JOY; FOR THOU HAST TURNED THY JUDGMENTS AWAY FROM ME, BECAUSE OF THY SON. AND NOW ALMA SAID UNTO THEM: DO YE BELIEVE THOSE SCRIPTURES WHICH HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY THEM OF OLD? BEHOLD, IF YE DO, YE MUST BELIEVE WHAT ZENOS SAID; FOR, BEHOLD HE SAID: THOU HAST TURNED AWAY THY JUDGMENTS BECAUSE OF THY SON.NOW BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, I WOULD ASK IF YE HAVE READ THE SCRIPTURES? IF YE HAVE, HOW CAN YE DISBELIEVE ON THE SON OF GOD? FOR IT IS NOT WRITTEN THAT ZENOS ALONE SPAKE OF THESE THINGS, BUT ZENOCK ALSO SPAKE OF THESE THINGS—FOR BEHOLD, HE SAID: THOU ART ANGRY, O LORD, WITH THIS PEOPLE, BECAUSE THEY WILL NOT UNDERSTAND THY MERCIES WHICH THOU HAST BESTOWED UPON THEM BECAUSE OF THY SON. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, YE SEE THAT A SECOND PROPHET OF OLD HAS TESTIFIED OF THE SON OF GOD, AND BECAUSE THE PEOPLE WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND HIS WORDS, THEY STONED HIM TO DEATH. BUT BEHOLD, THIS IS NOT ALL; THESE ARE NOT THE ONLY ONES WHO HAVE SPOKEN CONCERNING THE SON OF GOD. BEHOLD, HE WAS SPOKEN OF BY MOSES; YEA, AND BEHOLD A TYPE WAS RAISED UP IN THE WILDERNESS, THAT WHOSOEVER WOULD LOOK UPON IT MIGHT LIVE. AND MANY DID LOOK AND LIVE. BUT FEW UNDERSTOOD THE MEANING OF THOSE THINGS, AND THIS BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS. BUT THERE WERE MANY WHO WERE SO HARDENED THAT THEY WOULD NOT LOOK, THEREFORE THEY PERISHED. NOW THE REASON THEY WOULD NOT LOOK IS BECAUSE THEY DID NOT BELIEVE THAT IT WOULD HEAL THEM. O MY BRETHREN, IF YE COULD BE HEALED BY MERELY CASTING ABOUT YOUR EYES THAT YE MIGHT BE HEALED, WOULD YE NOT BEHOLD QUICKLY, OR WOULD YE RATHER HARDEN YOUR HEARTS IN UNBELIEF, AND BE SLOTHFUL, THAT YE WOULD NOT CAST ABOUT YOUR EYES, THAT YE MIGHT PERISH? IF SO, WO SHALL COME UPON YOU; BUT IF NOT SO, THEN CAST ABOUT YOUR EYES AND BEGIN TO BELIEVE IN THE SON OF GOD, THAT HE WILL COME TO REDEEM HIS PEOPLE, AND THAT HE SHALL SUFFER AND DIE TO ATONE FOR THEIR SINS; AND THAT HE SHALL RISE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD, WHICH SHALL BRING TO PASS THE RESURRECTION, THAT ALL MEN SHALL STAND BEFORE HIM, TO BE JUDGED AT THE LAST AND JUDGMENT DAY, ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, I DESIRE THAT YE SHALL PLANT THIS WORD IN YOUR HEARTS, AND AS IT BEGINNETH TO SWELL EVEN SO NOURISH IT BY YOUR FAITH. AND BEHOLD, IT WILL BECOME A TREE, SPRINGING UP IN YOU UNTO EVERLASTING LIFE. AND THEN MAY GOD GRANT UNTO YOU THAT YOUR BURDENS MAY BE LIGHT, THROUGH THE JOY OF HIS SON. AND EVEN ALL THIS CAN YE DO IF YE WILL. AMEN. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER ALMA HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS UNTO THEM, HE SAT DOWN UPON THE GROUND, AND AMULEK AROSE AND BEGAN TO TEACH THEM, SAYING: MY BRETHREN, I THINK THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT YE SHOULD BE IGNORANT OF THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN CONCERNING THE COMING OF CHRIST, WHO IS TAUGHT BY US TO BE THE SON OF GOD; YEA, I KNOW THAT THESE THINGS WERE TAUGHT UNTO YOU BOUNTIFULLY BEFORE YOUR DISSENSION FROM AMONG US. AND AS YE HAVE DESIRED OF MY BELOVED BROTHER THAT HE SHOULD MAKE KNOWN UNTO YOU WHAT YE SHOULD DO, BECAUSE OF YOUR AFFLICTIONS; AND HE HATH SPOKEN SOMEWHAT UNTO YOU TO PREPARE YOUR MINDS; YEA, AND HE HATH EXHORTED YOU UNTO FAITH AND TO PATIENCE—YEA, EVEN THAT YE WOULD HAVE SO MUCH FAITH AS EVEN TO PLANT THE WORD IN YOUR HEARTS, THAT YE MAY TRY THE EXPERIMENT OF ITS GOODNESS. AND WE HAVE BEHELD THAT THE GREAT QUESTION WHICH IS IN YOUR MINDS IS WHETHER THE WORD BE IN THE SON OF GOD, OR WHETHER THERE SHALL BE NO CHRIST. AND YE ALSO BEHELD THAT MY BROTHER HAS PROVED UNTO YOU, IN MANY INSTANCES, THAT THE WORD IS IN CHRIST UNTO SALVATION. MY BROTHER HAS CALLED UPON THE WORDS OF ZENOS, THAT REDEMPTION COMETH THROUGH THE SON OF GOD, AND ALSO UPON THE WORDS OF ZENOCK; AND ALSO, HE HAS APPEALED UNTO MOSES, TO PROVE THAT THESE THINGS ARE TRUE. AND NOW, BEHOLD, I WILL TESTIFY UNTO YOU OF MYSELF THAT THESE THINGS ARE TRUE. BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT I DO KNOW THAT CHRIST SHALL COME AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN, TO TAKE UPON HIM THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF HIS PEOPLE, AND THAT HE SHALL ATONE FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD; FOR THE LORD GOD HATH SPOKEN IT. FOR IT IS EXPEDIENT THAT AN ATONEMENT SHOULD BE MADE; FOR ACCORDING TO THE GREAT PLAN OF THE ETERNAL GOD THERE MUST BE AN ATONEMENT MADE, OR ELSE ALL MANKIND MUST UNAVOIDABLY PERISH; YEA, ALL ARE HARDENED; YEA, ALL ARE FALLEN AND ARE LOST, AND MUST PERISH EXCEPT IT BE THROUGH THE ATONEMENT WHICH IT IS EXPEDIENT SHOULD BE MADE. FOR IT IS EXPEDIENT THAT THERE SHOULD BE A GREAT AND LAST SACRIFICE; YEA, NOT A SACRIFICE OF MAN, NEITHER OF BEAST, NEITHER OF ANY MANNER OF FOWL; FOR IT SHALL NOT BE A HUMAN SACRIFICE; BUT IT MUST BE AN INFINITE AND ETERNAL SACRIFICE. NOW THERE IS NOT ANY MAN THAT CAN SACRIFICE HIS OWN BLOOD WHICH WILL ATONE FOR THE SINS OF ANOTHER. NOW, IF A MAN MURDERETH, BEHOLD WILL OUR LAW, WHICH IS JUST, TAKE THE LIFE OF HIS BROTHER? I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY. BUT THE LAW REQUIRETH THE LIFE OF HIM WHO HATH MURDERED; THEREFORE, THERE CAN BE NOTHING WHICH IS SHORT OF AN INFINITE ATONEMENT WHICH WILL SUFFICE FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD. THEREFORE, IT IS EXPEDIENT THAT THERE SHOULD BE A GREAT AND LAST SACRIFICE, AND THEN SHALL THERE BE, OR IT IS EXPEDIENT THERE SHOULD BE, A STOP TO THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD; THEN SHALL THE LAW OF MOSES BE FULFILLED; YEA, IT SHALL BE ALL FULFILLED, EVERY JOT AND TITTLE, AND NONE SHALL HAVE PASSED AWAY. AND BEHOLD, THIS IS THE WHOLE MEANING OF THE LAW, EVERY WHIT POINTING TO THAT GREAT AND LAST SACRIFICE; AND THAT GREAT AND LAST SACRIFICE WILL BE THE SON OF GOD, YEA, INFINITE AND ETERNAL. AND THUS, HE SHALL BRING SALVATION TO ALL THOSE WHO SHALL BELIEVE ON HIS NAME; THIS BEING THE INTENT OF THIS LAST SACRIFICE, TO BRING ABOUT THE BOWELS OF MERCY, WHICH OVERPOWERETH JUSTICE, AND BRINGETH ABOUT MEANS UNTO MEN THAT THEY MAY HAVE FAITH UNTO REPENTANCE. AND THUS, MERCY CAN SATISFY THE DEMANDS OF JUSTICE, AND ENCIRCLES THEM IN THE ARMS OF SAFETY, WHILE HE THAT EXERCISES NO FAITH UNTO REPENTANCE IS EXPOSED TO THE WHOLE LAW OF THE DEMANDS OF JUSTICE; THEREFORE, ONLY UNTO HIM THAT HAS FAITH UNTO REPENTANCE IS BROUGHT ABOUT THE GREAT AND ETERNAL PLAN OF REDEMPTION. THEREFORE, MAY GOD GRANT UNTO YOU, MY BRETHREN, THAT YE MAY BEGIN TO EXERCISE YOUR FAITH UNTO REPENTANCE, THAT YE BEGIN TO CALL UPON HIS HOLY NAME, THAT HE WOULD HAVE MERCY UPON YOU; YEA, CRY UNTO HIM FOR MERCY; FOR HE IS MIGHTY TO SAVE. YEA, HUMBLE YOURSELVES, AND CONTINUE IN PRAYER UNTO HIM. CRY UNTO HIM WHEN YE ARE IN YOUR FIELDS, YEA, OVER ALL YOUR FLOCKS. CRY UNTO HIM IN YOUR HOUSES, YEA, OVER ALL YOUR HOUSEHOLD, BOTH MORNING, MID-DAY, AND EVENING. YEA, CRY UNTO HIM AGAINST THE POWER OF YOUR ENEMIES. YEA, CRY UNTO HIM AGAINST THE DEVIL, WHO IS AN ENEMY TO ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS. CRY UNTO HIM OVER THE CROPS OF YOUR FIELDS, THAT YE MAY PROSPER IN THEM. CRY OVER THE FLOCKS OF YOUR FIELDS, THAT THEY MAY INCREASE. BUT THIS IS NOT ALL; YE MUST POUR OUT YOUR SOULS IN YOUR CLOSETS, AND YOUR SECRET PLACES, AND IN YOUR WILDERNESS. YEA, AND WHEN YOU DO NOT CRY UNTO THE LORD, LET YOUR HEARTS BE FULL, DRAWN OUT IN PRAYER UNTO HIM CONTINUALLY FOR YOUR WELFARE, AND ALSO FOR THE WELFARE OF THOSE WHO ARE AROUND YOU. AND NOW BEHOLD, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I SAY UNTO YOU, DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT THIS IS ALL; FOR AFTER YE HAVE DONE ALL THESE THINGS, IF YE TURN AWAY THE NEEDY, AND THE NAKED, AND VISIT NOT THE SICK AND AFFLICTED, AND IMPART OF YOUR SUBSTANCE, IF YE HAVE, TO THOSE WHO STAND IN NEED—I SAY UNTO YOU, IF YE DO NOT ANY OF THESE THINGS, BEHOLD, YOUR PRAYER IS VAIN, AND AVAILETH YOU NOTHING, AND YE ARE AS HYPOCRITES WHO DO DENY THE FAITH. THEREFORE, IF YE DO NOT REMEMBER TO BE CHARITABLE, YE ARE AS DROSS, WHICH THE REFINERS DO CAST OUT, (IT BEING OF NO WORTH) AND IS TRODDEN UNDER FOOT OF MEN. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, I WOULD THAT, AFTER YE HAVE RECEIVED SO MANY WITNESSES, SEEING THAT THE HOLY SCRIPTURES TESTIFY OF THESE THINGS, YE COME FORTH AND BRING FRUIT UNTO REPENTANCE. YEA, I WOULD THAT YE WOULD COME FORTH AND HARDEN NOT YOUR HEARTS ANY LONGER; FOR BEHOLD, NOW IS THE TIME AND THE DAY OF YOUR SALVATION; AND THEREFORE, IF YE WILL REPENT AND HARDEN NOT YOUR HEARTS, IMMEDIATELY SHALL THE GREAT PLAN OF REDEMPTION BE BROUGHT ABOUT UNTO YOU. FOR BEHOLD, THIS LIFE IS THE TIME FOR MEN TO PREPARE TO MEET GOD; YEA, BEHOLD THE DAY OF THIS LIFE IS THE DAY FOR MEN TO PERFORM THEIR LABORS. AND NOW, AS I SAID UNTO YOU BEFORE, AS YE HAVE HAD SO MANY WITNESSES, THEREFORE, I BESEECH OF YOU THAT YE DO NOT PROCRASTINATE THE DAY OF YOUR REPENTANCE UNTIL THE END; FOR AFTER THIS DAY OF LIFE, WHICH IS GIVEN US TO PREPARE FOR ETERNITY, BEHOLD, IF WE DO NOT IMPROVE OUR TIME WHILE IN THIS LIFE, THEN COMETH THE NIGHT OF DARKNESS WHEREIN THERE CAN BE NO LABOR PERFORMED. YE CANNOT SAY, WHEN YE ARE BROUGHT TO THAT AWFUL CRISIS, THAT I WILL REPENT, THAT I WILL RETURN TO MY GOD. NAY, YE CANNOT SAY THIS; FOR THAT SAME SPIRIT WHICH DOTH POSSESS YOUR BODIES AT THE TIME THAT YE GO OUT OF THIS LIFE, THAT SAME SPIRIT WILL HAVE POWER TO POSSESS YOUR BODY IN THAT ETERNAL WORLD. FOR BEHOLD, IF YE HAVE PROCRASTINATED THE DAY OF YOUR REPENTANCE EVEN UNTIL DEATH, BEHOLD, YE HAVE BECOME SUBJECTED TO THE SPIRIT OF THE DEVIL, AND HE DOTH SEAL YOU HIS; THEREFORE, THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD HATH WITHDRAWN FROM YOU, AND HATH NO PLACE IN YOU, AND THE DEVIL HATH ALL POWER OVER YOU; AND THIS IS THE FINAL STATE OF THE WICKED. AND THIS I KNOW, BECAUSE THE LORD HATH SAID HE DWELLETH NOT IN UNHOLY TEMPLES, BUT IN THE HEARTS OF THE RIGHTEOUS DOTH HE, DWELL; YEA, AND HE HAS ALSO SAID THAT THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL SIT DOWN IN HIS KINGDOM, TO GO NO MORE OUT; BUT THEIR GARMENTS SHOULD BE MADE WHITE THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB. AND NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I DESIRE THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER THESE THINGS, AND THAT YE SHOULD WORK OUT YOUR SALVATION WITH FEAR BEFORE GOD, AND THAT YE SHOULD NO MORE DENY THE COMING OF CHRIST; THAT YE CONTEND NO MORE AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST, BUT THAT YE RECEIVE IT, AND TAKE UPON YOU THE NAME OF CHRIST; THAT YE HUMBLE YOURSELVES EVEN TO THE DUST, AND WORSHIP GOD, IN WHATSOEVER PLACE YE MAY BE IN, IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH; AND THAT YE LIVE IN THANKSGIVING DAILY, FOR THE MANY MERCIES AND BLESSINGS WHICH HE DOTH BESTOW UPON YOU. YEA, AND I ALSO EXHORT YOU, MY BRETHREN, THAT YE BE WATCHFUL UNTO PRAYER CONTINUALLY, THAT YE MAY NOT BE LED AWAY BY THE TEMPTATIONS OF THE DEVIL, THAT HE MAY NOT OVERPOWER YOU, THAT YE MAY NOT BECOME HIS SUBJECTS AT THE LAST DAY; FOR BEHOLD, HE REWARDETH YOU NO GOOD THING. AND NOW MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I WOULD EXHORT YOU TO HAVE PATIENCE, AND THAT YE BEAR WITH ALL MANNER OF AFFLICTIONS; THAT YE DO NOT REVILE AGAINST THOSE WHO DO CAST YOU OUT BECAUSE OF YOUR EXCEEDING POVERTY, LEST YE BECOME SINNERS LIKE UNTO THEM; BUT THAT YE HAVE PATIENCE, AND BEAR WITH THOSE AFFLICTIONS, WITH A FIRM HOPE THAT YE SHALL ONE DAY REST FROM ALL YOUR AFFLICTIONS. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER AMULEK HAD MADE AN END OF THESE WORDS, THEY WITHDREW THEMSELVES FROM THE MULTITUDE AND CAME OVER INTO THE LAND OF JERSHON. YEA, AND THE REST OF THE BRETHREN, AFTER THEY HAD PREACHED THE WORD UNTO THE ZORAMITES, ALSO CAME OVER INTO THE LAND OF JERSHON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THE MORE POPULAR PART OF THE ZORAMITES HAD CONSULTED TOGETHER CONCERNING THE WORDS WHICH HAD BEEN PREACHED UNTO THEM, THEY WERE ANGRY BECAUSE OF THE WORD, FOR IT DID DESTROY THEIR CRAFT; THEREFORE, THEY WOULD NOT HEARKEN UNTO THE WORDS. AND THEY SENT AND GATHERED TOGETHER THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND ALL THE PEOPLE, AND CONSULTED WITH THEM CONCERNING THE WORDS WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN. NOW THEIR RULERS AND THEIR PRIESTS AND THEIR TEACHERS DID NOT LET THE PEOPLE KNOW CONCERNING THEIR DESIRES; THEREFORE, THEY FOUND OUT PRIVILY THE MINDS OF ALL THE PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THEY HAD FOUND OUT THE MINDS OF ALL THE PEOPLE, THOSE WHO WERE IN FAVOR OF THE WORDS WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY ALMA AND HIS BRETHREN WERE CAST OUT OF THE LAND; AND THEY WERE MANY; AND THEY CAME OVER ALSO INTO THE LAND OF JERSHON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALMA AND HIS BRETHREN DID MINISTER UNTO THEM. NOW THE PEOPLE OF THE ZORAMITES WERE ANGRY WITH THE PEOPLE OF AMMON WHO WERE IN JERSHON, AND THE CHIEF RULER OF THE ZORAMITES, BEING A VERY WICKED MAN, SENT OVER UNTO THE PEOPLE OF AMMON DESIRING THEM THAT THEY SHOULD CAST OUT OF THEIR LAND ALL THOSE WHO CAME OVER FROM THEM INTO THEIR LAND. AND HE BREATHED OUT MANY THREATENINGS AGAINST THEM. AND NOW THE PEOPLE OF AMMON DID NOT FEAR THEIR WORDS; THEREFORE, THEY DID NOT CAST THEM OUT, BUT THEY DID RECEIVE ALL THE POOR OF THE ZORAMITES THAT CAME OVER UNTO THEM; AND THEY DID NOURISH THEM, AND DID CLOTHE THEM, AND DID GIVE UNTO THEM LANDS FOR THEIR INHERITANCE; AND THEY DID ADMINISTER UNTO THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR WANTS. NOW THIS DID STIR UP THE ZORAMITES TO ANGER AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF AMMON, AND THEY BEGAN TO MIX WITH THE LAMANITES AND TO STIR THEM UP ALSO TO ANGER AGAINST THEM. AND THUS, THE ZORAMITES AND THE LAMANITES BEGAN TO MAKE PREPARATIONS FOR WAR AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF AMMON, AND ALSO AGAINST THE NEPHITES. AND THUS, ENDED THE SEVENTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND THE PEOPLE OF AMMON DEPARTED OUT OF THE LAND OF JERSHON, AND CAME OVER INTO THE LAND OF MELEK, AND GAVE PLACE IN THE LAND OF JERSHON FOR THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES, THAT THEY MIGHT CONTEND WITH THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES AND THE ARMIES OF THE ZORAMITES; AND THUS COMMENCED A WAR BETWIXT THE LAMANITES AND THE NEPHITES, IN THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES; AND AN ACCOUNT SHALL BE GIVEN OF THEIR WARS HEREAFTER. AND ALMA, AND AMMON, AND THEIR BRETHREN, AND ALSO THE TWO SONS OF ALMA RETURNED TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AFTER HAVING BEEN INSTRUMENTS IN THE HANDS OF GOD OF BRINGING MANY OF THE ZORAMITES TO REPENTANCE; AND AS MANY AS WERE BROUGHT TO REPENTANCE WERE DRIVEN OUT OF THEIR LAND; BUT THEY HAVE LANDS FOR THEIR INHERITANCE IN THE LAND OF JERSHON, AND THEY HAVE TAKEN UP ARMS TO DEFEND THEMSELVES, AND THEIR WIVES, AND CHILDREN, AND THEIR LANDS. NOW ALMA, BEING GRIEVED FOR THE INIQUITY OF HIS PEOPLE, YEA FOR THE WARS, AND THE BLOODSHEDS, AND THE CONTENTIONS WHICH WERE AMONG THEM; AND HAVING BEEN TO DECLARE THE WORD, OR SENT TO DECLARE THE WORD, AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE IN EVERY CITY; AND SEEING THAT THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO WAX HARD, AND THAT THEY BEGAN TO BE OFFENDED BECAUSE OF THE STRICTNESS OF THE WORD, HIS HEART WAS EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL. THEREFORE, HE CAUSED THAT HIS SONS SHOULD BE GATHERED TOGETHER, THAT HE MIGHT GIVE UNTO THEM EVERY ONE HIS CHARGE, SEPARATELY, CONCERNING THE THINGS PERTAINING UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND WE HAVE AN ACCOUNT OF HIS COMMANDMENTS, WHICH HE GAVE UNTO THEM ACCORDING TO HIS OWN RECORD. THE COMMANDMENTS OF ALMA TO HIS SON HELAMAN. 
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MY SON, GIVE EAR TO MY WORDS; FOR I SWEAR UNTO YOU, THAT INASMUCH AS YE SHALL KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD YE SHALL PROSPER IN THE LAND. I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD DO AS I HAVE DONE, IN REMEMBERING THE CAPTIVITY OF OUR FATHERS; FOR THEY WERE IN BONDAGE, AND NONE COULD DELIVER THEM EXCEPT IT WAS THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB; AND HE SURELY DID DELIVER THEM IN THEIR AFFLICTIONS. AND NOW, O MY SON HELAMAN, BEHOLD, THOU ART IN THY YOUTH, AND THEREFORE, I BESEECH OF THEE THAT THOU WILT HEAR MY WORDS AND LEARN OF ME; FOR I DO KNOW THAT WHOSOEVER SHALL PUT THEIR TRUST IN GOD SHALL BE SUPPORTED IN THEIR TRIALS, AND THEIR TROUBLES, AND THEIR AFFLICTIONS, AND SHALL BE LIFTED UP AT THE LAST DAY. AND I WOULD NOT THAT YE THINK THAT I KNOW OF MYSELF—NOT OF THE TEMPORAL BUT OF THE SPIRITUAL, NOT OF THE CARNAL MIND BUT OF GOD. NOW, BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, IF I HAD NOT BEEN BORN OF GOD I SHOULD NOT HAVE KNOWN THESE THINGS; BUT GOD HAS, BY THE MOUTH OF HIS HOLY ANGEL, MADE THESE THINGS KNOWN UNTO ME, NOT OF ANY WORTHINESS OF MYSELF; FOR I WENT ABOUT WITH THE SONS OF MOSIAH, SEEKING TO DESTROY THE CHURCH OF GOD; BUT BEHOLD, GOD SENT HIS HOLY ANGEL TO STOP US BY THE WAY. AND BEHOLD, HE SPAKE UNTO US, AS IT WERE THE VOICE OF THUNDER, AND THE WHOLE EARTH DID TREMBLE BENEATH OUR FEET; AND WE ALL FELL TO THE EARTH, FOR THE FEAR OF THE LORD CAME UPON US. BUT BEHOLD, THE VOICE SAID UNTO ME: ARISE. AND I AROSE AND STOOD UP, AND BEHELD THE ANGEL. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: IF THOU WILT OF THYSELF BE DESTROYED, SEEK NO MORE TO DESTROY THE CHURCH OF GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I FELL TO THE EARTH; AND IT WAS FOR THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS THAT I COULD NOT OPEN MY MOUTH, NEITHER HAD I THE USE OF MY LIMBS. AND THE ANGEL SPAKE MORE THINGS UNTO ME, WHICH WERE HEARD BY MY BRETHREN, BUT I DID NOT HEAR THEM; FOR WHEN I HEARD THE WORDS—IF THOU WILT BE DESTROYED OF THYSELF, SEEK NO MORE TO DESTROY THE CHURCH OF GOD—I WAS STRUCK WITH SUCH GREAT FEAR AND AMAZEMENT LEST PERHAPS I SHOULD BE DESTROYED, THAT I FELL TO THE EARTH AND I DID HEAR NO MORE. BUT I WAS RACKED WITH ETERNAL TORMENT, FOR MY SOUL WAS HARROWED UP TO THE GREATEST DEGREE AND RACKED WITH ALL MY SINS. YEA, I DID REMEMBER ALL MY SINS AND INIQUITIES, FOR WHICH I WAS TORMENTED WITH THE PAINS OF HELL; YEA, I SAW THAT I HAD REBELLED AGAINST MY GOD, AND THAT I HAD NOT KEPT HIS HOLY COMMANDMENTS. YEA, AND I HAD MURDERED MANY OF HIS CHILDREN, OR RATHER LED THEM AWAY UNTO DESTRUCTION; YEA, AND IN FINE SO GREAT HAD BEEN MY INIQUITIES, THAT THE VERY THOUGHT OF COMING INTO THE PRESENCE OF MY GOD DID RACK MY SOUL WITH INEXPRESSIBLE HORROR. OH, THOUGHT I, THAT I COULD BE BANISHED AND BECOME EXTINCT BOTH SOUL AND BODY, THAT I MIGHT NOT BE BROUGHT TO STAND IN THE PRESENCE OF MY GOD, TO BE JUDGED OF MY DEEDS. AND NOW, FOR THREE DAYS AND FOR THREE NIGHTS WAS I RACKED, EVEN WITH THE PAINS OF A DAMNED SOUL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS I WAS THUS RACKED WITH TORMENT, WHILE I WAS HARROWED UP BY THE MEMORY OF MY MANY SINS, BEHOLD, I REMEMBERED ALSO TO HAVE HEARD MY FATHER PROPHESY UNTO THE PEOPLE CONCERNING THE COMING OF ONE JESUS CHRIST, A SON OF GOD, TO ATONE FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD. NOW, AS MY MIND CAUGHT HOLD UPON THIS THOUGHT, I CRIED WITHIN MY HEART: O JESUS, THOU SON OF GOD, HAVE MERCY ON ME, WHO AM IN THE GALL OF BITTERNESS, AND AM ENCIRCLED ABOUT BY THE EVERLASTING CHAINS OF DEATH. AND NOW, BEHOLD, WHEN I THOUGHT THIS, I COULD REMEMBER MY PAINS NO MORE; YEA, I WAS HARROWED UP BY THE MEMORY OF MY SINS NO MORE. AND OH, WHAT JOY, AND WHAT MARVELOUS LIGHT I DID BEHOLD; YEA, MY SOUL WAS FILLED WITH JOY AS EXCEEDING AS WAS MY PAIN! YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, MY SON, THAT THERE COULD BE NOTHING SO EXQUISITE AND SO BITTER AS WERE MY PAINS. YEA, AND AGAIN I SAY UNTO YOU, MY SON, THAT ON THE OTHER HAND, THERE CAN BE NOTHING SO EXQUISITE AND SWEET AS WAS MY JOY. YEA, METHOUGHT I SAW, EVEN AS OUR FATHER LEHI SAW, GOD SITTING UPON HIS THRONE, SURROUNDED WITH NUMBERLESS CONCOURSES OF ANGELS, IN THE ATTITUDE OF SINGING AND PRAISING THEIR GOD; YEA, AND MY SOUL DID LONG TO BE THERE. BUT BEHOLD, MY LIMBS DID RECEIVE THEIR STRENGTH AGAIN, AND I STOOD UPON MY FEET, AND DID MANIFEST UNTO THE PEOPLE THAT I HAD BEEN BORN OF GOD. YEA, AND FROM THAT TIME EVEN UNTIL NOW, I HAVE LABORED WITHOUT CEASING, THAT I MIGHT BRING SOULS UNTO REPENTANCE; THAT I MIGHT BRING THEM TO TASTE OF THE EXCEEDING JOY OF WHICH I DID TASTE; THAT THEY MIGHT ALSO, BE BORN OF GOD, AND BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST. YEA, AND NOW BEHOLD, O MY SON, THE LORD DOTH GIVE ME EXCEEDINGLY GREAT JOY IN THE FRUIT OF MY LABORS; FOR BECAUSE OF THE WORD WHICH HE HAS IMPARTED UNTO ME, BEHOLD, MANY HAVE BEEN BORN OF GOD, AND HAVE TASTED AS I HAVE TASTED, AND HAVE SEEN EYE TO EYE AS I HAVE SEEN; THEREFORE THEY DO KNOW OF THESE THINGS OF WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN, AS I DO KNOW; AND THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH I HAVE IS OF GOD. AND I HAVE BEEN SUPPORTED UNDER TRIALS AND TROUBLES OF EVERY KIND, YEA, AND IN ALL MANNER OF AFFLICTIONS; YEA, GOD HAS DELIVERED ME FROM PRISON, AND FROM BONDS, AND FROM DEATH; YEA, AND I DO PUT MY TRUST IN HIM, AND HE WILL STILL DELIVER ME. AND I KNOW THAT HE WILL RAISE ME UP AT THE LAST DAY, TO DWELL WITH HIM IN GLORY; YEA, AND I WILL PRAISE HIM FOREVER, FOR HE HAS BROUGHT OUR FATHERS OUT OF EGYPT, AND HE HAS SWALLOWED UP THE EGYPTIANS IN THE RED SEA; AND HE LED THEM BY HIS POWER INTO THE PROMISED LAND; YEA, AND HE HAS DELIVERED THEM OUT OF BONDAGE AND CAPTIVITY FROM TIME TO TIME. YEA, AND HE HAS ALSO BROUGHT OUR FATHERS OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM; AND HE HAS ALSO, BY HIS EVERLASTING POWER, DELIVERED THEM OUT OF BONDAGE AND CAPTIVITY, FROM TIME TO TIME EVEN DOWN TO THE PRESENT DAY; AND I HAVE ALWAYS RETAINED IN REMEMBRANCE THEIR CAPTIVITY; YEA, AND YE ALSO OUGHT TO RETAIN IN REMEMBRANCE, AS I HAVE DONE, THEIR CAPTIVITY. BUT BEHOLD, MY SON, THIS IS NOT ALL; FOR YE OUGHT TO KNOW AS I DO KNOW, THAT INASMUCH AS YE SHALL KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD YE SHALL PROSPER IN THE LAND; AND YE OUGHT TO KNOW ALSO, THAT INASMUCH AS YE WILL NOT KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD YE SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM HIS PRESENCE. NOW THIS IS ACCORDING TO HIS WORD. AND NOW, MY SON HELAMAN, I COMMAND YOU THAT YE TAKE THE RECORDS WHICH HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH ME; AND I ALSO COMMAND YOU THAT YE KEEP A RECORD OF THIS PEOPLE, ACCORDING AS I HAVE DONE, UPON THE PLATES OF NEPHI, AND KEEP ALL THESE THINGS SACRED WHICH I HAVE KEPT, EVEN AS I HAVE KEPT THEM; FOR IT IS FOR A WISE PURPOSE THAT THEY ARE KEPT. AND THESE PLATES OF BRASS, WHICH CONTAIN THESE ENGRAVINGS, WHICH HAVE THE RECORDS OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES UPON THEM, WHICH HAVE THE GENEALOGY OF OUR FOREFATHERS, EVEN FROM THE BEGINNING—BEHOLD, IT HAS BEEN PROPHESIED BY OUR FATHERS, THAT THEY SHOULD BE KEPT AND HANDED DOWN FROM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER, AND BE KEPT AND PRESERVED BY THE HAND OF THE LORD UNTIL THEY SHOULD GO FORTH UNTO EVERY NATION, KINDRED, TONGUE, AND PEOPLE, THAT THEY SHALL KNOW OF THE MYSTERIES CONTAINED THEREON. AND NOW BEHOLD, IF THEY ARE, KEPT THEY MUST RETAIN THEIR BRIGHTNESS; YEA, AND THEY WILL RETAIN THEIR BRIGHTNESS; YEA, AND ALSO SHALL ALL THE PLATES WHICH DO CONTAIN THAT WHICH IS HOLY WRIT. NOW YE MAY SUPPOSE THAT THIS IS FOOLISHNESS IN ME; BUT BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT BY SMALL AND SIMPLE THINGS ARE GREAT THINGS BROUGHT TO PASS; AND SMALL MEANS IN MANY INSTANCES DOTH CONFOUND THE WISE. AND THE LORD GOD DOTH WORK BY MEANS TO BRING ABOUT HIS GREAT AND ETERNAL PURPOSES; AND BY VERY SMALL MEANS THE LORD DOTH CONFOUND THE WISE AND BRINGETH ABOUT THE SALVATION OF MANY SOULS. AND NOW, IT HAS HITHERTO BEEN WISDOM IN GOD THAT THESE THINGS SHOULD BE PRESERVED; FOR BEHOLD, THEY HAVE ENLARGED THE MEMORY OF THIS PEOPLE, YEA, AND CONVINCED MANY OF THE ERROR OF THEIR WAYS, AND BROUGHT THEM TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR GOD UNTO THE SALVATION OF THEIR SOULS. YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, WERE IT NOT FOR THESE THINGS THAT THESE RECORDS DO CONTAIN, WHICH ARE ON THESE PLATES, AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN COULD NOT HAVE CONVINCED SO MANY THOUSANDS OF THE LAMANITES OF THE INCORRECT TRADITION OF THEIR FATHERS; YEA, THESE RECORDS AND THEIR WORDS BROUGHT THEM UNTO REPENTANCE; THAT IS, THEY BROUGHT THEM TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD THEIR GOD, AND TO REJOICE IN JESUS CHRIST THEIR REDEEMER. AND WHO KNOWETH BUT WHAT THEY WILL BE THE MEANS OF BRINGING MANY THOUSANDS OF THEM, YEA, AND ALSO MANY THOUSANDS OF OUR STIFFNECKED BRETHREN, THE NEPHITES, WHO ARE NOW HARDENING THEIR HEARTS IN SIN AND INIQUITIES, TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR REDEEMER? NOW THESE MYSTERIES ARE NOT YET FULLY MADE KNOWN UNTO ME; THEREFORE, I SHALL FORBEAR. AND IT MAY SUFFICE IF I ONLY SAY THEY ARE PRESERVED FOR A WISE PURPOSE, WHICH PURPOSE IS KNOWN UNTO GOD; FOR HE DOTH COUNSEL IN WISDOM OVER ALL HIS WORKS, AND HIS PATHS ARE STRAIGHT, AND HIS COURSE IS ONE ETERNAL ROUND. O REMEMBER, REMEMBER, MY SON HELAMAN, HOW STRICT ARE THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. AND HE SAID: IF YE WILL KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS YE SHALL PROSPER IN THE LAND—BUT IF YE KEEP NOT HIS COMMANDMENTS YE SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM HIS PRESENCE. AND NOW REMEMBER, MY SON, THAT GOD HAS ENTRUSTED YOU WITH THESE THINGS, WHICH ARE SACRED, WHICH HE HAS KEPT SACRED, AND ALSO WHICH HE WILL KEEP AND PRESERVE FOR A WISE PURPOSE IN HIM, THAT HE MAY SHOW FORTH HIS POWER UNTO FUTURE GENERATIONS. AND NOW BEHOLD, I TELL YOU BY THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY, THAT IF YE TRANSGRESS THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, BEHOLD, THESE THINGS WHICH ARE SACRED SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY FROM YOU BY THE POWER OF GOD, AND YE SHALL BE DELIVERED UP UNTO SATAN, THAT HE MAY SIFT YOU AS CHAFF BEFORE THE WIND. BUT IF YE KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND DO WITH THESE THINGS WHICH ARE SACRED ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH THE LORD DOTH COMMAND YOU, (FOR YOU MUST APPEAL UNTO THE LORD FOR ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER YE MUST DO WITH THEM) BEHOLD, NO POWER OF EARTH OR HELL CAN TAKE THEM FROM YOU, FOR GOD IS POWERFUL TO THE FULFILLING OF ALL HIS WORDS. FOR HE WILL FULFIL ALL HIS PROMISES WHICH HE SHALL MAKE UNTO YOU, FOR HE HAS FULFILLED HIS PROMISES WHICH HE HAS MADE UNTO OUR FATHERS. FOR HE PROMISED UNTO THEM THAT HE WOULD PRESERVE THESE THINGS FOR A WISE PURPOSE IN HIM, THAT HE MIGHT SHOW FORTH HIS POWER UNTO FUTURE GENERATIONS. AND NOW BEHOLD, ONE PURPOSE HATH HE FULFILLED, EVEN TO THE RESTORATION OF MANY THOUSANDS OF THE LAMANITES TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH; AND HE HATH SHOWN FORTH HIS POWER IN THEM, AND HE WILL ALSO STILL SHOW FORTH HIS POWER IN THEM UNTO FUTURE GENERATIONS; THEREFORE, THEY SHALL BE PRESERVED. THEREFORE, I COMMAND YOU, MY SON HELAMAN, THAT YE BE DILIGENT IN FULFILLING ALL MY WORDS, AND THAT YE BE DILIGENT IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD AS THEY ARE WRITTEN. AND NOW, I WILL SPEAK UNTO YOU CONCERNING THOSE TWENTY-FOUR PLATES, THAT YE KEEP THEM, THAT THE MYSTERIES AND THE WORKS OF DARKNESS, AND THEIR SECRET WORKS, OR THE SECRET WORKS OF THOSE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN DESTROYED, MAY BE MADE MANIFEST UNTO THIS PEOPLE; YEA, ALL THEIR MURDERS, AND ROBBINGS, AND THEIR PLUNDERINGS, AND ALL THEIR WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS, MAY BE MADE MANIFEST UNTO THIS PEOPLE; YEA, AND THAT YE PRESERVE THESE INTERPRETERS. FOR BEHOLD, THE LORD SAW THAT HIS PEOPLE BEGAN TO WORK IN DARKNESS, YEA, WORK SECRET MURDERS AND ABOMINATIONS; THEREFORE, THE LORD SAID, IF THEY DID NOT, REPENT THEY SHOULD BE DESTROYED FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH. AND THE LORD SAID: I WILL PREPARE UNTO MY SERVANT GAZELEM, A STONE, WHICH SHALL SHINE FORTH IN DARKNESS UNTO LIGHT, THAT I MAY DISCOVER UNTO MY PEOPLE WHO SERVE ME, THAT I MAY DISCOVER UNTO THEM THE WORKS OF THEIR BRETHREN, YEA, THEIR SECRET WORKS, THEIR WORKS OF DARKNESS, AND THEIR WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS. AND NOW, MY SON, THESE INTERPRETERS WERE PREPARED THAT THE WORD OF GOD MIGHT BE FULFILLED, WHICH HE SPAKE, SAYING: I WILL BRING FORTH OUT OF DARKNESS UNTO LIGHT ALL THEIR SECRET WORKS AND THEIR ABOMINATIONS; AND EXCEPT THEY REPENT I WILL DESTROY THEM FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH; AND I WILL BRING TO LIGHT ALL THEIR SECRETS AND ABOMINATIONS, UNTO EVERY NATION THAT SHALL HEREAFTER POSSESS THE LAND. AND NOW, MY SON, WE SEE THAT THEY DID NOT REPENT; THEREFORE, THEY HAVE BEEN DESTROYED, AND THUS FAR THE WORD OF GOD HAS BEEN FULFILLED; YEA, THEIR SECRET ABOMINATIONS HAVE BEEN BROUGHT OUT OF DARKNESS AND MADE KNOWN UNTO US. AND NOW, MY SON, I COMMAND YOU THAT YE RETAIN ALL THEIR OATHS, AND THEIR COVENANTS, AND THEIR AGREEMENTS IN THEIR SECRET ABOMINATIONS; YEA, AND ALL THEIR SIGNS AND THEIR WONDERS YE SHALL KEEP FROM THIS PEOPLE, THAT THEY KNOW THEM NOT, LEST PERADVENTURE THEY SHOULD FALL INTO DARKNESS ALSO AND BE DESTROYED. FOR BEHOLD, THERE IS A CURSE UPON ALL THIS LAND, THAT DESTRUCTION SHALL COME UPON ALL THOSE WORKERS OF DARKNESS, ACCORDING TO THE POWER OF GOD, WHEN THEY ARE FULLY RIPE; THEREFORE, I DESIRE THAT THIS PEOPLE MIGHT NOT BE DESTROYED. THEREFORE, YE SHALL KEEP THESE SECRET PLANS OF THEIR OATHS AND THEIR COVENANTS FROM THIS PEOPLE, AND ONLY THEIR WICKEDNESS AND THEIR MURDERS AND THEIR ABOMINATIONS SHALL YE MAKE KNOWN UNTO THEM; AND YE SHALL TEACH THEM TO ABHOR SUCH WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS AND MURDERS; AND YE SHALL ALSO TEACH THEM THAT THESE PEOPLE WERE DESTROYED ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS AND THEIR MURDERS. FOR BEHOLD, THEY MURDERED ALL THE PROPHETS OF THE LORD WHO CAME AMONG THEM TO DECLARE UNTO THEM CONCERNING THEIR INIQUITIES; AND THE BLOOD OF THOSE WHOM THEY MURDERED DID CRY UNTO THE LORD THEIR GOD FOR VENGEANCE UPON THOSE WHO WERE THEIR MURDERERS; AND THUS, THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD DID COME UPON THESE WORKERS OF DARKNESS AND SECRET COMBINATIONS. YEA, AND CURSED BE THE LAND FOREVER AND EVER UNTO THOSE WORKERS OF DARKNESS AND SECRET COMBINATIONS, EVEN UNTO DESTRUCTION, EXCEPT THEY REPENT BEFORE THEY ARE FULLY RIPE. AND NOW, MY SON, REMEMBER THE WORDS WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU; TRUST NOT THOSE SECRET PLANS UNTO THIS PEOPLE, BUT TEACH THEM AN EVERLASTING HATRED AGAINST SIN AND INIQUITY. PREACH UNTO THEM REPENTANCE, AND FAITH ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST; TEACH THEM TO HUMBLE THEMSELVES AND TO BE MEEK AND LOWLY IN HEART; TEACH THEM TO WITHSTAND EVERY TEMPTATION OF THE DEVIL, WITH THEIR FAITH ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. TEACH THEM TO NEVER BE WEARY OF GOOD WORKS, BUT TO BE MEEK AND LOWLY IN HEART; FOR SUCH SHALL FIND REST TO THEIR SOULS. O, REMEMBER, MY SON, AND LEARN WISDOM IN THY YOUTH; YEA, LEARN IN THY YOUTH TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. YEA, AND CRY UNTO GOD FOR ALL THY SUPPORT; YEA, LET ALL THY DOINGS BE UNTO THE LORD, AND WHITHERSOEVER THOU GOEST LET IT BE IN THE LORD; YEA, LET ALL THY THOUGHTS BE DIRECTED UNTO THE LORD; YEA, LET THE AFFECTIONS OF THY HEART BE PLACED UPON THE LORD FOREVER. COUNSEL WITH THE LORD IN ALL THY DOINGS, AND HE WILL DIRECT THEE FOR GOOD; YEA, WHEN THOU LIEST DOWN AT NIGHT LIE DOWN UNTO THE LORD, THAT HE MAY WATCH OVER YOU IN YOUR SLEEP; AND WHEN THOU RISEST IN THE MORNING LET THY HEART BE FULL OF THANKS UNTO GOD; AND IF YE DO THESE THINGS, YE SHALL BE LIFTED UP AT THE LAST DAY. AND NOW, MY SON, I HAVE SOMEWHAT TO SAY CONCERNING THE THING WHICH OUR FATHERS CALL A BALL, OR DIRECTOR—OR OUR FATHERS CALLED IT LIAHONA, WHICH IS, BEING INTERPRETED, A COMPASS; AND THE LORD PREPARED IT. AND BEHOLD, THERE CANNOT ANY MAN WORK AFTER THE MANNER OF SO CURIOUS A WORKMANSHIP. AND BEHOLD, IT WAS PREPARED TO SHOW UNTO OUR FATHERS THE COURSE WHICH THEY SHOULD TRAVEL IN THE WILDERNESS. AND IT DID WORK FOR THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR FAITH IN GOD; THEREFORE, IF THEY HAD FAITH TO BELIEVE THAT GOD COULD CAUSE THAT THOSE SPINDLES SHOULD POINT THE WAY THEY SHOULD GO, BEHOLD, IT WAS DONE; THEREFORE, THEY HAD THIS MIRACLE, AND ALSO MANY OTHER MIRACLES WROUGHT BY THE POWER OF GOD, DAY BY DAY. NEVERTHELESS, BECAUSE THOSE MIRACLES WERE WORKED BY SMALL MEANS IT DID SHOW UNTO THEM MARVELOUS WORKS. THEY WERE SLOTHFUL, AND FORGOT TO EXERCISE THEIR FAITH AND DILIGENCE AND THEN THOSE MARVELOUS WORKS CEASED, AND THEY DID NOT PROGRESS IN THEIR JOURNEY; THEREFORE, THEY TARRIED IN THE WILDERNESS, OR DID NOT TRAVEL A DIRECT COURSE, AND WERE AFFLICTED WITH HUNGER AND THIRST, BECAUSE OF THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS. AND NOW, MY SON, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT THESE THINGS ARE NOT WITHOUT A SHADOW; FOR AS OUR FATHERS WERE SLOTHFUL TO GIVE HEED TO THIS COMPASS (NOW THESE THINGS WERE TEMPORAL) THEY DID NOT PROSPER; EVEN SO IT IS WITH THINGS WHICH ARE SPIRITUAL. FOR BEHOLD, IT IS AS EASY TO GIVE HEED TO THE WORD OF CHRIST, WHICH WILL POINT TO YOU A STRAIGHT COURSE TO ETERNAL BLISS, AS IT WAS FOR OUR FATHERS TO GIVE HEED TO THIS COMPASS, WHICH WOULD POINT UNTO THEM A STRAIGHT COURSE TO THE PROMISED LAND. AND NOW I SAY, IS THERE NOT A TYPE IN THIS THING? FOR JUST AS SURELY AS THIS DIRECTOR DID BRING OUR FATHERS, BY FOLLOWING ITS COURSE, TO THE PROMISED LAND, SHALL THE WORDS OF CHRIST, IF WE FOLLOW THEIR COURSE, CARRY US BEYOND THIS VALE OF SORROW INTO A FAR BETTER LAND OF PROMISE. O MY SON, DO NOT LET US BE SLOTHFUL BECAUSE OF THE EASINESS OF THE WAY; FOR SO WAS IT WITH OUR FATHERS; FOR SO WAS IT PREPARED FOR THEM, THAT IF THEY WOULD, LOOK THEY MIGHT LIVE; EVEN SO IT IS WITH US. THE WAY IS PREPARED, AND IF WE WILL, LOOK WE MAY LIVE FOREVER. AND NOW, MY SON, SEE THAT YE TAKE CARE OF THESE SACRED THINGS, YEA, SEE THAT YE LOOK TO GOD AND LIVE. GO UNTO THIS PEOPLE AND DECLARE THE WORD, AND BE SOBER. MY SON, FAREWELL. THE COMMANDMENTS OF ALMA TO HIS SON SHIBLON. 
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MY SON, GIVE EAR TO MY WORDS, FOR I SAY UNTO YOU, EVEN AS I SAID UNTO HELAMAN, THAT INASMUCH AS YE SHALL KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD YE SHALL PROSPER IN THE LAND; AND INASMUCH AS YE WILL NOT KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD YE SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM HIS PRESENCE. AND NOW, MY SON, I TRUST THAT I SHALL HAVE GREAT JOY IN YOU, BECAUSE OF YOUR STEADINESS AND YOUR FAITHFULNESS UNTO GOD; FOR AS YOU HAVE COMMENCED IN YOUR YOUTH TO LOOK TO THE LORD YOUR GOD, EVEN SO I HOPE THAT YOU WILL CONTINUE IN KEEPING HIS COMMANDMENTS; FOR BLESSED IS HE THAT ENDURETH TO THE END. I SAY UNTO YOU, MY SON, THAT I HAVE HAD GREAT JOY IN THEE ALREADY, BECAUSE OF THY FAITHFULNESS AND THY DILIGENCE, AND THY PATIENCE AND THY LONG-SUFFERING AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE ZORAMITES. FOR I KNOW THAT THOU WAST IN BONDS; YEA, AND I ALSO KNOW THAT THOU WAST STONED FOR THE WORD’S SAKE; AND THOU DIDST BEAR ALL THESE THINGS WITH PATIENCE BECAUSE THE LORD WAS WITH THEE; AND NOW THOU KNOWEST THAT THE LORD DID DELIVER THEE. AND NOW MY SON, SHIBLON, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER, THAT AS MUCH AS YE SHALL PUT YOUR TRUST IN GOD EVEN SO MUCH YE SHALL BE DELIVERED OUT OF YOUR TRIALS, AND YOUR TROUBLES, AND YOUR AFFLICTIONS, AND YE SHALL BE LIFTED UP AT THE LAST DAY. NOW, MY SON, I WOULD NOT THAT YE SHOULD THINK THAT I KNOW THESE THINGS OF MYSELF, BUT IT IS THE SPIRIT OF GOD WHICH IS IN ME WHICH MAKETH THESE THINGS KNOWN UNTO ME; FOR IF I HAD NOT BEEN BORN OF GOD, I SHOULD NOT HAVE KNOWN THESE THINGS. BUT BEHOLD, THE LORD IN HIS GREAT MERCY SENT HIS ANGEL TO DECLARE UNTO ME THAT I MUST STOP THE WORK OF DESTRUCTION AMONG HIS PEOPLE; YEA, AND I HAVE SEEN AN ANGEL FACE TO FACE, AND HE SPAKE WITH ME, AND HIS VOICE WAS AS THUNDER, AND IT SHOOK THE WHOLE EARTH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE MOST BITTER PAIN AND ANGUISH OF SOUL; AND NEVER, UNTIL I DID CRY OUT UNTO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST FOR MERCY, DID I RECEIVE A REMISSION OF MY SINS. BUT BEHOLD, I DID CRY UNTO HIM AND I DID FIND PEACE TO MY SOUL. AND NOW, MY SON, I HAVE TOLD YOU THIS THAT YE MAY LEARN WISDOM, THAT YE MAY LEARN OF ME THAT THERE IS NO OTHER WAY OR MEANS WHEREBY MAN CAN BE SAVED, ONLY IN AND THROUGH CHRIST. BEHOLD, HE IS THE LIFE AND THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. BEHOLD, HE IS THE WORD OF TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND NOW, AS YE HAVE BEGUN TO TEACH THE WORD EVEN SO I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD CONTINUE TO TEACH; AND I WOULD THAT YE WOULD BE DILIGENT AND TEMPERATE IN ALL THINGS. SEE THAT YE ARE NOT LIFTED UP UNTO PRIDE; YEA, SEE THAT YE DO NOT BOAST IN YOUR OWN WISDOM, NOR OF YOUR MUCH STRENGTH. USE BOLDNESS, BUT NOT OVERBEARANCE; AND ALSO SEE THAT YE BRIDLE ALL YOUR PASSIONS, THAT YE MAY BE FILLED WITH LOVE; SEE THAT YE REFRAIN FROM IDLENESS. DO NOT PRAY AS THE ZORAMITES DO, FOR YE HAVE SEEN THAT THEY PRAY TO BE HEARD OF MEN, AND TO BE PRAISED FOR THEIR WISDOM. DO NOT SAY: O GOD, I THANK THEE THAT WE ARE BETTER THAN OUR BRETHREN; BUT RATHER SAY: O LORD, FORGIVE MY UNWORTHINESS, AND REMEMBER MY BRETHREN IN MERCY—YEA, ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR UNWORTHINESS BEFORE GOD AT ALL TIMES. AND MAY THE LORD BLESS YOUR SOUL, AND RECEIVE YOU AT THE LAST DAY INTO HIS KINGDOM, TO SIT DOWN IN PEACE. NOW GO, MY SON, AND TEACH THE WORD UNTO THIS PEOPLE. BE SOBER. MY SON, FAREWELL. THE COMMANDMENTS OF ALMA TO HIS SON CORIANTON. 
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AND NOW, MY SON, I HAVE SOMEWHAT MORE TO SAY UNTO THEE THAN WHAT I SAID UNTO THY BROTHER; FOR BEHOLD, HAVE YE NOT OBSERVED THE STEADINESS OF THY BROTHER, HIS FAITHFULNESS, AND HIS DILIGENCE IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD? BEHOLD, HAS HE NOT SET A GOOD EXAMPLE FOR THEE? FOR THOU DIDST NOT GIVE SO MUCH HEED UNTO MY WORDS AS DID THY BROTHER, AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE ZORAMITES. NOW THIS IS WHAT I HAVE AGAINST THEE; THOU DIDST GO ON UNTO BOASTING IN THY STRENGTH AND THY WISDOM. AND THIS IS NOT ALL, MY SON. THOU DIDST DO THAT WHICH WAS GRIEVOUS UNTO ME; FOR THOU DIDST FORSAKE THE MINISTRY, AND DID GO OVER INTO THE LAND OF SIRON AMONG THE BORDERS OF THE LAMANITES, AFTER THE HARLOT ISABEL. YEA, SHE DID STEAL AWAY THE HEARTS OF MANY; BUT THIS WAS NO EXCUSE FOR THEE, MY SON. THOU SHOULDST HAVE TENDED TO THE MINISTRY WHEREWITH THOU WAST ENTRUSTED. KNOW YE NOT, MY SON, THAT THESE THINGS ARE AN ABOMINATION IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD; YEA, MOST ABOMINABLE ABOVE ALL SINS SAVE IT BE THE SHEDDING OF INNOCENT BLOOD OR DENYING THE HOLY GHOST? FOR BEHOLD, IF YE DENY THE HOLY GHOST WHEN IT ONCE HAS HAD PLACE IN YOU, AND YE KNOW THAT YE DENY IT, BEHOLD, THIS IS A SIN WHICH IS UNPARDONABLE; YEA, AND WHOSOEVER MURDERETH AGAINST THE LIGHT AND KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, IT IS NOT EASY FOR HIM TO OBTAIN FORGIVENESS; YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, MY SON, THAT IT IS NOT EASY FOR HIM TO OBTAIN A FORGIVENESS. AND NOW, MY SON, I WOULD TO GOD THAT YE HAD NOT BEEN GUILTY OF SO GREAT A CRIME. I WOULD NOT DWELL UPON YOUR CRIMES, TO HARROW UP YOUR SOUL, IF IT WERE NOT FOR YOUR GOOD. BUT BEHOLD, YE CANNOT HIDE YOUR CRIMES FROM GOD; AND EXCEPT YE REPENT THEY WILL STAND AS A TESTIMONY AGAINST YOU AT THE LAST DAY. NOW MY SON, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REPENT AND FORSAKE YOUR SINS, AND GO NO MORE AFTER THE LUSTS OF YOUR EYES, BUT CROSS YOURSELF IN ALL THESE THINGS; FOR EXCEPT YE DO THIS YE CAN IN NOWISE INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD. OH, REMEMBER, AND TAKE IT UPON YOU, AND CROSS YOURSELF IN THESE THINGS. AND I COMMAND YOU TO TAKE IT UPON YOU TO COUNSEL WITH YOUR ELDER BROTHERS IN YOUR UNDERTAKINGS; FOR BEHOLD, THOU ART IN THY YOUTH, AND YE STAND IN NEED TO BE NOURISHED BY YOUR BROTHERS. AND GIVE HEED TO THEIR COUNSEL. SUFFER NOT YOURSELF TO BE LED AWAY BY ANY VAIN OR FOOLISH THING; SUFFER NOT THE DEVIL TO LEAD AWAY YOUR HEART AGAIN AFTER THOSE WICKED HARLOTS. BEHOLD, O MY SON, HOW GREAT INIQUITY YE BROUGHT UPON THE ZORAMITES; FOR WHEN THEY SAW YOUR CONDUCT THEY WOULD NOT BELIEVE IN MY WORDS. AND NOW THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD DOTH SAY UNTO ME: COMMAND THY CHILDREN TO DO GOOD, LEST THEY LEAD AWAY THE HEARTS OF MANY PEOPLE TO DESTRUCTION; THEREFORE I COMMAND YOU, MY SON, IN THE FEAR OF GOD, THAT YE REFRAIN FROM YOUR INIQUITIES; THAT YE TURN TO THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR MIND, MIGHT, AND STRENGTH; THAT YE LEAD AWAY THE HEARTS OF NO MORE TO DO WICKEDLY; BUT RATHER RETURN UNTO THEM, AND ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR FAULTS AND THAT WRONG WHICH YE HAVE DONE. SEEK NOT AFTER RICHES NOR THE VAIN THINGS OF THIS WORLD; FOR BEHOLD, YOU CANNOT CARRY THEM WITH YOU. AND NOW, MY SON, I WOULD SAY SOMEWHAT UNTO YOU CONCERNING THE COMING OF CHRIST. BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT IT IS HE THAT SURELY SHALL COME TO TAKE AWAY THE SINS OF THE WORLD; YEA, HE COMETH TO DECLARE GLAD TIDINGS OF SALVATION UNTO HIS PEOPLE. AND NOW, MY SON, THIS WAS THE MINISTRY UNTO WHICH YE WERE CALLED, TO DECLARE THESE GLAD TIDINGS UNTO THIS PEOPLE, TO PREPARE THEIR MINDS; OR RATHER THAT SALVATION MIGHT COME UNTO THEM, THAT THEY MAY PREPARE THE MINDS OF THEIR CHILDREN TO HEAR THE WORD AT THE TIME OF HIS COMING. AND NOW I WILL EASE YOUR MIND SOMEWHAT ON THIS SUBJECT. BEHOLD, YOU MARVEL WHY THESE THINGS SHOULD BE KNOWN SO LONG BEFOREHAND. BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, IS NOT A SOUL AT THIS TIME AS PRECIOUS UNTO GOD AS A SOUL WILL BE AT THE TIME OF HIS COMING? IS IT NOT AS NECESSARY THAT THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION SHOULD BE MADE KNOWN UNTO THIS PEOPLE AS WELL AS UNTO THEIR CHILDREN? IS IT NOT AS EASY AT THIS TIME FOR THE LORD TO SEND HIS ANGEL TO DECLARE THESE GLAD TIDINGS UNTO US AS UNTO OUR CHILDREN, OR AS AFTER THE TIME OF HIS COMING? NOW MY SON, HERE IS SOMEWHAT MORE I WOULD SAY UNTO THEE; FOR I PERCEIVE THAT THY MIND IS WORRIED CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THERE IS NO RESURRECTION—OR, I WOULD SAY, IN OTHER WORDS, THAT THIS MORTAL DOES NOT PUT ON IMMORTALITY, THIS CORRUPTION DOES NOT PUT ON INCORRUPTION—UNTIL AFTER THE COMING OF CHRIST. BEHOLD, HE BRINGETH TO PASS THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. BUT BEHOLD, MY SON, THE RESURRECTION IS NOT YET. NOW, I UNFOLD UNTO YOU A MYSTERY; NEVERTHELESS, THERE ARE MANY MYSTERIES WHICH ARE KEPT, THAT NO ONE KNOWETH THEM SAVE GOD HIMSELF. BUT I SHOW UNTO YOU ONE THING WHICH I HAVE INQUIRED DILIGENTLY OF GOD THAT I MIGHT KNOW—THAT IS CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION. BEHOLD, THERE IS A TIME APPOINTED THAT ALL SHALL COME FORTH FROM THE DEAD. NOW WHEN THIS TIME COMETH NO ONE KNOWS; BUT GOD KNOWETH THE TIME WHICH IS APPOINTED. NOW, WHETHER THERE SHALL BE ONE TIME, OR A SECOND TIME, OR A THIRD TIME, THAT MEN SHALL COME FORTH FROM THE DEAD, IT MATTERETH NOT; FOR GOD KNOWETH ALL THESE THINGS; AND IT SUFFICETH ME TO KNOW THAT THIS IS THE CASE—THAT THERE IS A TIME APPOINTED THAT ALL SHALL RISE FROM THE DEAD. NOW THERE MUST NEEDS BE A SPACE BETWIXT THE TIME OF DEATH AND THE TIME OF THE RESURRECTION. AND NOW I WOULD INQUIRE WHAT BECOMETH OF THE SOULS OF MEN FROM THIS TIME OF DEATH TO THE TIME APPOINTED FOR THE RESURRECTION? NOW WHETHER THERE IS MORE THAN ONE TIME APPOINTED FOR MEN TO RISE IT MATTERETH NOT; FOR ALL DO NOT DIE AT ONCE, AND THIS MATTERETH NOT; ALL IS AS ONE DAY WITH GOD, AND TIME ONLY IS MEASURED UNTO MEN. THEREFORE, THERE IS A TIME APPOINTED UNTO MEN THAT THEY SHALL RISE FROM THE DEAD; AND THERE IS A SPACE BETWEEN THE TIME OF DEATH AND THE RESURRECTION. AND NOW, CONCERNING THIS SPACE OF TIME, WHAT BECOMETH OF THE SOULS OF MEN IS THE THING WHICH I HAVE INQUIRED DILIGENTLY OF THE LORD TO KNOW; AND THIS IS THE THING OF WHICH I DO KNOW. AND WHEN THE TIME COMETH WHEN ALL SHALL RISE, THEN SHALL THEY KNOW THAT GOD KNOWETH ALL THE TIMES WHICH ARE APPOINTED UNTO MAN. NOW, CONCERNING THE STATE OF THE SOUL BETWEEN DEATH AND THE RESURRECTION—BEHOLD, IT HAS BEEN MADE KNOWN UNTO ME BY AN ANGEL, THAT THE SPIRITS OF ALL MEN, AS SOON AS THEY ARE DEPARTED FROM THIS MORTAL BODY, YEA, THE SPIRITS OF ALL MEN, WHETHER THEY BE GOOD OR EVIL, ARE TAKEN HOME TO THAT GOD WHO GAVE THEM LIFE. AND THEN SHALL IT COME TO PASS, THAT THE SPIRITS OF THOSE WHO ARE RIGHTEOUS ARE RECEIVED INTO A STATE OF HAPPINESS, WHICH IS CALLED PARADISE, A STATE OF REST, A STATE OF PEACE, WHERE THEY SHALL REST FROM ALL THEIR TROUBLES AND FROM ALL CARE, AND SORROW. AND THEN SHALL IT COME TO PASS, THAT THE SPIRITS OF THE WICKED, YEA, WHO ARE EVIL—FOR BEHOLD, THEY HAVE NO PART NOR PORTION OF THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD; FOR BEHOLD, THEY CHOSE EVIL WORKS RATHER THAN GOOD; THEREFORE THE SPIRIT OF THE DEVIL DID ENTER INTO THEM, AND TAKE POSSESSION OF THEIR HOUSE—AND THESE SHALL BE CAST OUT INTO OUTER DARKNESS; THERE SHALL BE WEEPING, AND WAILING, AND GNASHING OF TEETH, AND THIS BECAUSE OF THEIR OWN INIQUITY, BEING LED CAPTIVE BY THE WILL OF THE DEVIL. NOW THIS IS THE STATE OF THE SOULS OF THE WICKED, YEA, IN DARKNESS, AND A STATE OF AWFUL, FEARFUL LOOKING FOR THE FIERY INDIGNATION OF THE WRATH OF GOD UPON THEM; THUS, THEY REMAIN IN THIS STATE, AS WELL AS THE RIGHTEOUS IN PARADISE, UNTIL THE TIME OF THEIR RESURRECTION. NOW, THERE ARE SOME THAT HAVE UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS STATE OF HAPPINESS AND THIS STATE OF MISERY OF THE SOUL, BEFORE THE RESURRECTION, WAS A FIRST RESURRECTION. YEA, I ADMIT IT MAY BE TERMED A RESURRECTION, THE RAISING OF THE SPIRIT OR THE SOUL AND THEIR CONSIGNATION TO HAPPINESS OR MISERY, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN. AND BEHOLD, AGAIN IT HATH BEEN SPOKEN, THAT THERE IS A FIRST RESURRECTION, A RESURRECTION OF ALL THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN, OR WHO ARE, OR WHO SHALL BE, DOWN TO THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST FROM THE DEAD. NOW, WE DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT THIS FIRST RESURRECTION, WHICH IS SPOKEN OF IN THIS MANNER, CAN BE THE RESURRECTION OF THE SOULS AND THEIR CONSIGNATION TO HAPPINESS OR MISERY. YE CANNOT SUPPOSE THAT THIS IS WHAT IT MEANETH. BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY; BUT IT MEANETH THE REUNITING OF THE SOUL WITH THE BODY, OF THOSE FROM THE DAYS OF ADAM DOWN TO THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. NOW, WHETHER THE SOULS AND THE BODIES OF THOSE OF WHOM HAS BEEN SPOKEN SHALL ALL BE REUNITED AT ONCE, THE WICKED AS WELL AS THE RIGHTEOUS, I DO NOT SAY; LET IT SUFFICE, THAT I SAY THAT THEY ALL COME FORTH; OR IN OTHER WORDS, THEIR RESURRECTION COMETH TO PASS BEFORE THE RESURRECTION OF THOSE WHO DIE AFTER THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. NOW, MY SON, I DO NOT SAY THAT THEIR RESURRECTION COMETH AT THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST; BUT BEHOLD, I GIVE IT AS MY OPINION, THAT THE SOULS AND THE BODIES ARE REUNITED, OF THE RIGHTEOUS, AT THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST, AND HIS ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN. BUT WHETHER IT BE AT HIS RESURRECTION OR AFTER, I DO NOT SAY; BUT THIS MUCH I SAY, THAT THERE IS A SPACE BETWEEN DEATH AND THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY, AND A STATE OF THE SOUL IN HAPPINESS OR IN MISERY UNTIL THE TIME WHICH IS APPOINTED OF GOD THAT THE DEAD SHALL COME FORTH, AND BE REUNITED, BOTH SOUL AND BODY, AND BE BROUGHT TO STAND BEFORE GOD, AND BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS. YEA, THIS BRINGETH ABOUT THE RESTORATION OF THOSE THINGS OF WHICH HAS BEEN SPOKEN BY THE MOUTHS OF THE PROPHETS. THE SOUL SHALL BE RESTORED TO THE BODY, AND THE BODY TO THE SOUL; YEA, AND EVERY LIMB AND JOINT SHALL BE RESTORED TO ITS BODY; YEA, EVEN A HAIR OF THE HEAD SHALL NOT BE LOST; BUT ALL THINGS SHALL BE RESTORED TO THEIR PROPER AND PERFECT FRAME. AND NOW, MY SON, THIS IS THE RESTORATION OF WHICH HAS BEEN SPOKEN BY THE MOUTHS OF THE PROPHETS—AND THEN SHALL THE RIGHTEOUS SHINE FORTH IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD. BUT BEHOLD, AN AWFUL DEATH COMETH UPON THE WICKED; FOR THEY DIE AS TO THINGS PERTAINING TO THINGS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; FOR THEY ARE UNCLEAN, AND NO UNCLEAN THING CAN INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD; BUT THEY ARE CAST OUT, AND CONSIGNED TO PARTAKE OF THE FRUITS OF THEIR LABORS OR THEIR WORKS, WHICH HAVE BEEN EVIL; AND THEY DRINK THE DREGS OF A BITTER CUP. AND NOW, MY SON, I HAVE SOMEWHAT TO SAY CONCERNING THE RESTORATION OF WHICH HAS BEEN SPOKEN; FOR BEHOLD, SOME HAVE WRESTED THE SCRIPTURES, AND HAVE GONE FAR ASTRAY BECAUSE OF THIS THING. AND I PERCEIVE THAT THY MIND HAS BEEN WORRIED ALSO CONCERNING THIS THING. BUT BEHOLD, I WILL EXPLAIN IT UNTO THEE. I SAY UNTO THEE, MY SON, THAT THE PLAN OF RESTORATION IS REQUISITE WITH THE JUSTICE OF GOD; FOR IT IS REQUISITE THAT ALL THINGS SHOULD BE RESTORED TO THEIR PROPER ORDER. BEHOLD, IT IS REQUISITE AND JUST, ACCORDING TO THE POWER AND RESURRECTION OF CHRIST, THAT THE SOUL OF MAN SHOULD BE RESTORED TO ITS BODY, AND THAT EVERY PART OF THE BODY SHOULD BE RESTORED TO ITSELF. AND IT IS REQUISITE WITH THE JUSTICE OF GOD THAT MEN SHOULD BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS; AND IF THEIR WORKS WERE GOOD IN THIS LIFE, AND THE DESIRES OF THEIR HEARTS WERE GOOD, THAT THEY SHOULD ALSO, AT THE LAST DAY, BE RESTORED UNTO THAT WHICH IS GOOD. AND IF THEIR WORKS ARE EVIL, THEY SHALL BE RESTORED UNTO THEM FOR EVIL. THEREFORE, ALL THINGS SHALL BE RESTORED TO THEIR PROPER ORDER, EVERY THING TO ITS NATURAL FRAME— MORTALITY RAISED TO IMMORTALITY, CORRUPTION TO INCORRUPTION—RAISED TO ENDLESS HAPPINESS TO INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD, OR TO ENDLESS MISERY TO INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF THE DEVIL, THE ONE ON ONE HAND, THE OTHER ON THE OTHER—THE ONE RAISED TO HAPPINESS ACCORDING TO HIS DESIRES OF HAPPINESS, OR GOOD ACCORDING TO HIS DESIRES OF GOOD; AND THE OTHER TO EVIL ACCORDING TO HIS DESIRES OF EVIL; FOR AS HE HAS DESIRED TO DO EVIL ALL THE DAY LONG EVEN SO SHALL HE HAVE HIS REWARD OF EVIL WHEN THE NIGHT COMETH. AND SO, IT IS ON THE OTHER HAND. IF HE HATH REPENTED OF HIS SINS, AND DESIRED RIGHTEOUSNESS UNTIL THE END OF HIS DAYS, EVEN SO HE SHALL BE REWARDED UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS. THESE ARE THEY THAT ARE REDEEMED OF THE LORD; YEA, THESE ARE THEY THAT ARE TAKEN OUT, THAT ARE DELIVERED FROM THAT ENDLESS NIGHT OF DARKNESS; AND THUS, THEY STAND OR FALL; FOR BEHOLD, THEY ARE THEIR OWN JUDGES, WHETHER TO DO GOOD OR DO EVIL. NOW, THE DECREES OF GOD ARE UNALTERABLE; THEREFORE, THE WAY IS PREPARED THAT WHOSOEVER WILL MAY WALK THEREIN AND BE SAVED. AND NOW BEHOLD, MY SON, DO NOT RISK ONE MORE OFFENSE AGAINST YOUR GOD UPON THOSE POINTS OF DOCTRINE, WHICH YE HAVE HITHERTO RISKED TO COMMIT SIN. DO NOT SUPPOSE, BECAUSE IT HAS BEEN SPOKEN CONCERNING RESTORATION, THAT YE SHALL BE RESTORED FROM SIN TO HAPPINESS. BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, WICKEDNESS NEVER WAS HAPPINESS. AND NOW, MY SON, ALL MEN THAT ARE IN A STATE OF NATURE, OR I WOULD SAY, IN A CARNAL STATE, ARE IN THE GALL OF BITTERNESS AND IN THE BONDS OF INIQUITY; THEY ARE WITHOUT GOD IN THE WORLD, AND THEY HAVE GONE CONTRARY TO THE NATURE OF GOD; THEREFORE, THEY ARE IN A STATE CONTRARY TO THE NATURE OF HAPPINESS. AND NOW BEHOLD, IS THE MEANING OF THE WORD RESTORATION TO TAKE A THING OF A NATURAL STATE AND PLACE IT IN AN UNNATURAL STATE, OR TO PLACE IT IN A STATE OPPOSITE TO ITS NATURE? O, MY SON, THIS IS NOT THE CASE; BUT THE MEANING OF THE WORD RESTORATION IS TO BRING BACK AGAIN EVIL FOR EVIL, OR CARNAL FOR CARNAL, OR DEVILISH FOR DEVILISH—GOOD FOR THAT WHICH IS GOOD; RIGHTEOUS FOR THAT WHICH IS RIGHTEOUS; JUST FOR THAT WHICH IS JUST; MERCIFUL FOR THAT WHICH IS MERCIFUL. THEREFORE, MY SON, SEE THAT YOU ARE MERCIFUL UNTO YOUR BRETHREN; DEAL JUSTLY, JUDGE RIGHTEOUSLY, AND DO GOOD CONTINUALLY; AND IF YE DO ALL THESE THINGS THEN SHALL YE RECEIVE YOUR REWARD; YEA, YE SHALL HAVE MERCY RESTORED UNTO YOU AGAIN; YE SHALL HAVE JUSTICE RESTORED UNTO YOU AGAIN; YE SHALL HAVE A RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT RESTORED UNTO YOU AGAIN; AND YE SHALL HAVE GOOD REWARDED UNTO YOU AGAIN. FOR THAT WHICH YE DO SEND OUT SHALL RETURN UNTO YOU AGAIN, AND BE RESTORED; THEREFORE, THE WORD RESTORATION MORE FULLY CONDEMNETH THE SINNER, AND JUSTIFIETH HIM NOT AT ALL. AND NOW, MY SON, I PERCEIVE THERE IS SOMEWHAT MORE WHICH DOTH WORRY YOUR MIND, WHICH YE CANNOT UNDERSTAND—WHICH IS CONCERNING THE JUSTICE OF GOD IN THE PUNISHMENT OF THE SINNER; FOR YE DO TRY TO SUPPOSE THAT IT IS INJUSTICE THAT THE SINNER SHOULD BE CONSIGNED TO A STATE OF MISERY. NOW BEHOLD, MY SON, I WILL EXPLAIN THIS THING UNTO THEE. FOR BEHOLD, AFTER THE LORD GOD SENT OUR FIRST PARENTS FORTH FROM THE GARDEN OF EDEN, TO TILL THE GROUND, FROM WHENCE THEY WERE TAKEN—YEA, HE DREW OUT THE MAN, AND HE PLACED AT THE EAST END OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN, CHERUBIM, AND A FLAMING SWORD WHICH TURNED EVERY WAY, TO KEEP THE TREE OF LIFE—NOW, WE SEE THAT THE MAN HAD BECOME AS GOD, KNOWING GOOD AND EVIL; AND LEST HE SHOULD PUT FORTH HIS HAND, AND TAKE ALSO OF THE TREE OF LIFE, AND EAT AND LIVE FOREVER, THE LORD GOD PLACED CHERUBIM AND THE FLAMING SWORD, THAT HE SHOULD NOT PARTAKE OF THE FRUIT—AND THUS WE SEE, THAT THERE WAS A TIME GRANTED UNTO MAN TO REPENT, YEA, A PROBATIONARY TIME, A TIME TO REPENT AND SERVE GOD. FOR BEHOLD, IF ADAM HAD PUT FORTH HIS HAND IMMEDIATELY, AND PARTAKEN OF THE TREE OF LIFE, HE WOULD HAVE LIVED FOREVER, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD, HAVING NO SPACE FOR REPENTANCE; YEA, AND ALSO THE WORD OF GOD WOULD HAVE BEEN VOID, AND THE GREAT PLAN OF SALVATION WOULD HAVE BEEN FRUSTRATED. BUT BEHOLD, IT WAS APPOINTED UNTO MAN TO DIE—THEREFORE, AS THEY WERE CUT OFF FROM THE TREE OF LIFE THEY SHOULD BE CUT OFF FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH—AND MAN BECAME LOST FOREVER, YEA, THEY BECAME FALLEN MAN. AND NOW, YE SEE BY THIS THAT OUR FIRST PARENTS WERE CUT OFF BOTH TEMPORALLY AND SPIRITUALLY FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD; AND THUS, WE SEE THEY BECAME SUBJECTS TO FOLLOW AFTER THEIR OWN WILL. NOW BEHOLD, IT WAS NOT EXPEDIENT THAT MAN SHOULD BE RECLAIMED FROM THIS TEMPORAL DEATH, FOR THAT WOULD DESTROY THE GREAT PLAN OF HAPPINESS. THEREFORE, AS THE SOUL COULD NEVER DIE, AND THE FALL HAD BROUGHT UPON ALL MANKIND A SPIRITUAL DEATH AS WELL AS A TEMPORAL, THAT IS, THEY WERE CUT OFF FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, IT WAS EXPEDIENT THAT MANKIND SHOULD BE RECLAIMED FROM THIS SPIRITUAL DEATH. THEREFORE, AS THEY HAD BECOME CARNAL, SENSUAL, AND DEVILISH, BY NATURE, THIS PROBATIONARY STATE BECAME A STATE FOR THEM TO PREPARE; IT BECAME A PREPARATORY STATE. AND NOW REMEMBER, MY SON, IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION, (LAYING IT ASIDE) AS SOON AS THEY WERE DEAD THEIR SOULS WERE MISERABLE, BEING CUT OFF FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. AND NOW, THERE WAS NO MEANS TO RECLAIM MEN FROM THIS FALLEN STATE, WHICH MAN HAD BROUGHT UPON HIMSELF BECAUSE OF HIS OWN DISOBEDIENCE; THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO JUSTICE, THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION COULD NOT BE BROUGHT ABOUT, ONLY ON CONDITIONS OF REPENTANCE OF MEN IN THIS PROBATIONARY STATE, YEA, THIS PREPARATORY STATE; FOR EXCEPT IT WERE FOR THESE CONDITIONS, MERCY COULD NOT TAKE EFFECT EXCEPT IT SHOULD DESTROY THE WORK OF JUSTICE. NOW THE WORK OF JUSTICE COULD NOT BE DESTROYED; IF SO, GOD WOULD CEASE TO BE GOD. AND THUS, WE SEE THAT ALL MANKIND, WERE FALLEN, AND THEY WERE IN THE GRASP OF JUSTICE; YEA, THE JUSTICE OF GOD, WHICH CONSIGNED THEM FOREVER TO BE CUT OFF FROM HIS PRESENCE. AND NOW, THE PLAN OF MERCY COULD NOT BE BROUGHT ABOUT EXCEPT AN ATONEMENT SHOULD BE MADE; THEREFORE, GOD HIMSELF ATONETH FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD, TO BRING ABOUT THE PLAN OF MERCY, TO APPEASE THE DEMANDS OF JUSTICE, THAT GOD MIGHT BE A PERFECT, JUST GOD, AND A MERCIFUL GOD ALSO. NOW, REPENTANCE COULD NOT COME UNTO MEN EXCEPT THERE WERE A PUNISHMENT, WHICH ALSO WAS ETERNAL AS THE LIFE OF THE SOUL SHOULD BE, AFFIXED OPPOSITE TO THE PLAN OF HAPPINESS, WHICH WAS AS ETERNAL ALSO AS THE LIFE OF THE SOUL. NOW, HOW COULD A MAN REPENT EXCEPT HE SHOULD SIN? HOW COULD HE SIN IF THERE WAS NO LAW? HOW COULD THERE BE A LAW SAVE THERE WAS A PUNISHMENT? NOW, THERE WAS A PUNISHMENT AFFIXED, AND A JUST LAW GIVEN, WHICH BROUGHT REMORSE OF CONSCIENCE UNTO MAN. NOW, IF THERE WAS NO LAW GIVEN—IF A MAN, MURDERED HE SHOULD DIE—WOULD HE BE AFRAID HE WOULD DIE IF HE SHOULD MURDER? AND ALSO, IF THERE WAS NO LAW GIVEN AGAINST SIN MEN WOULD NOT BE AFRAID TO SIN. AND IF THERE WAS NO LAW GIVEN, IF MEN SINNED WHAT COULD JUSTICE DO, OR MERCY EITHER, FOR THEY WOULD HAVE NO CLAIM UPON THE CREATURE? BUT THERE IS A LAW GIVEN, AND A PUNISHMENT AFFIXED, AND A REPENTANCE GRANTED; WHICH REPENTANCE, MERCY CLAIMETH; OTHERWISE, JUSTICE CLAIMETH THE CREATURE AND EXECUTETH THE LAW, AND THE LAW INFLICTETH THE PUNISHMENT; IF NOT SO, THE WORKS OF JUSTICE WOULD BE DESTROYED, AND GOD WOULD CEASE TO BE GOD. BUT GOD CEASETH NOT TO BE GOD, AND MERCY CLAIMETH THE PENITENT, AND MERCY COMETH BECAUSE OF THE ATONEMENT; AND THE ATONEMENT BRINGETH TO PASS THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD; AND THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD BRINGETH BACK MEN INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD; AND THUS, THEY ARE RESTORED INTO HIS PRESENCE, TO BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS, ACCORDING TO THE LAW AND JUSTICE. FOR BEHOLD, JUSTICE EXERCISETH ALL HIS DEMANDS, AND ALSO MERCY CLAIMETH ALL WHICH IS HER OWN; AND THUS, NONE BUT THE TRULY PENITENT ARE SAVED. WHAT, DO YE SUPPOSE THAT MERCY CAN ROB JUSTICE? I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY; NOT ONE WHIT. IF SO, GOD WOULD CEASE TO BE GOD. AND THUS, GOD BRINGETH ABOUT HIS GREAT AND ETERNAL PURPOSES, WHICH WERE PREPARED FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. AND THUS, COMETH ABOUT THE SALVATION AND THE REDEMPTION OF MEN, AND ALSO THEIR DESTRUCTION AND MISERY. THEREFORE, O MY SON, WHOSOEVER WILL COME MAY COME AND PARTAKE OF THE WATERS OF LIFE FREELY; AND WHOSOEVER WILL NOT COME THE SAME IS NOT COMPELLED TO COME; BUT IN THE LAST DAY IT SHALL BE RESTORED UNTO HIM ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS. IF HE HAS DESIRED TO DO EVIL, AND HAS NOT REPENTED IN HIS DAYS, BEHOLD, EVIL SHALL BE DONE UNTO HIM, ACCORDING TO THE RESTORATION OF GOD. AND NOW, MY SON, I DESIRE THAT YE SHOULD LET THESE THINGS TROUBLE YOU NO MORE, AND ONLY LET YOUR SINS TROUBLE YOU, WITH THAT TROUBLE WHICH SHALL BRING YOU DOWN UNTO REPENTANCE. O MY SON, I DESIRE THAT YE SHOULD DENY THE JUSTICE OF GOD NO MORE. DO NOT ENDEAVOR TO EXCUSE YOURSELF IN THE LEAST POINT BECAUSE OF YOUR SINS, BY DENYING THE JUSTICE OF GOD; BUT DO YOU LET THE JUSTICE OF GOD, AND HIS MERCY, AND HIS LONG-SUFFERING HAVE FULL SWAY IN YOUR HEART; AND LET IT BRING YOU DOWN TO THE DUST IN HUMILITY. AND NOW, O MY SON, YE ARE CALLED OF GOD TO PREACH THE WORD UNTO THIS PEOPLE. AND NOW, MY SON, GO THY WAY, DECLARE THE WORD WITH TRUTH AND SOBERNESS, THAT THOU MAYEST BRING SOULS UNTO REPENTANCE, THAT THE GREAT PLAN OF MERCY MAY HAVE CLAIM UPON THEM. AND MAY GOD GRANT UNTO YOU EVEN ACCORDING TO MY WORDS. AMEN.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE SONS OF ALMA DID GO FORTH AMONG THE PEOPLE, TO DECLARE THE WORD UNTO THEM. AND ALMA, ALSO, HIMSELF, COULD NOT REST, AND HE ALSO WENT FORTH. NOW WE SHALL SAY NO MORE CONCERNING THEIR PREACHING, EXCEPT THAT THEY PREACHED THE WORD, AND THE TRUTH, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY AND REVELATION; AND THEY PREACHED AFTER THE HOLY ORDER OF GOD BY WHICH THEY WERE CALLED. AND NOW I RETURN TO AN ACCOUNT OF THE WARS BETWEEN THE NEPHITES AND THE LAMANITES, IN THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. FOR BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ZORAMITES BECAME LAMANITES; THEREFORE, IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES SAW THAT THE LAMANITES WERE COMING UPON THEM; THEREFORE, THEY MADE PREPARATIONS FOR WAR; YEA, THEY GATHERED TOGETHER THEIR ARMIES IN THE LAND OF JERSHON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES CAME WITH THEIR THOUSANDS; AND THEY CAME INTO THE LAND OF ANTIONUM, WHICH IS THE LAND OF THE ZORAMITES; AND A MAN BY THE NAME OF ZERAHEMNAH WAS THEIR LEADER. AND NOW, AS THE AMALEKITES WERE OF A MORE WICKED AND MURDEROUS DISPOSITION THAN THE LAMANITES WERE, IN AND OF THEMSELVES, THEREFORE, ZERAHEMNAH APPOINTED CHIEF CAPTAINS OVER THE LAMANITES, AND THEY WERE ALL AMALEKITES AND ZORAMITES. NOW THIS HE DID THAT HE MIGHT PRESERVE THEIR HATRED TOWARDS THE NEPHITES, THAT HE MIGHT BRING THEM INTO SUBJECTION TO THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF HIS DESIGNS. FOR BEHOLD, HIS DESIGNS WERE TO STIR UP THE LAMANITES TO ANGER AGAINST THE NEPHITES; THIS HE DID THAT HE MIGHT USURP GREAT POWER OVER THEM, AND ALSO THAT HE MIGHT GAIN POWER OVER THE NEPHITES BY BRINGING THEM INTO BONDAGE. AND NOW THE DESIGN OF THE NEPHITES WAS TO SUPPORT THEIR LANDS, AND THEIR HOUSES, AND THEIR WIVES, AND THEIR CHILDREN, THAT THEY MIGHT PRESERVE THEM FROM THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES; AND ALSO, THAT THEY MIGHT PRESERVE THEIR RIGHTS AND THEIR PRIVILEGES, YEA, AND ALSO THEIR LIBERTY, THAT THEY MIGHT WORSHIP GOD ACCORDING TO THEIR DESIRES. FOR THEY KNEW THAT IF THEY SHOULD FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES, THAT WHOSOEVER SHOULD WORSHIP GOD IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH, THE TRUE AND THE LIVING GOD, THE LAMANITES WOULD DESTROY. YEA, AND THEY ALSO KNEW THE EXTREME HATRED OF THE LAMANITES TOWARDS THEIR BRETHREN, WHO WERE THE PEOPLE OF ANTI-NEPHI-LEHI, WHO WERE CALLED THE PEOPLE OF AMMON—AND THEY WOULD NOT TAKE UP ARMS, YEA, THEY HAD ENTERED INTO A COVENANT AND THEY WOULD NOT BREAK IT—THEREFORE, IF THEY SHOULD FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES THEY WOULD BE DESTROYED. AND THE NEPHITES WOULD NOT SUFFER THAT THEY SHOULD BE DESTROYED; THEREFORE, THEY GAVE THEM LANDS FOR THEIR INHERITANCE. AND THE PEOPLE OF AMMON DID GIVE UNTO THE NEPHITES A LARGE PORTION OF THEIR SUBSTANCE TO SUPPORT THEIR ARMIES; AND THUS, THE NEPHITES WERE COMPELLED, ALONE, TO WITHSTAND AGAINST THE LAMANITES, WHO WERE A COMPOUND OF LAMAN AND LEMUEL, AND THE SONS OF ISHMAEL, AND ALL THOSE WHO HAD DISSENTED FROM THE NEPHITES, WHO WERE AMALEKITES AND ZORAMITES, AND THE DESCENDANTS OF THE PRIESTS OF NOAH. NOW THOSE DESCENDANTS WERE AS NUMEROUS, NEARLY, AS WERE THE NEPHITES; AND THUS, THE NEPHITES WERE OBLIGED TO CONTEND WITH THEIR BRETHREN, EVEN UNTO BLOODSHED. AND IT CAME TO PASS AS THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES HAD GATHERED TOGETHER IN THE LAND OF ANTIONUM, BEHOLD, THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES WERE PREPARED TO MEET THEM IN THE LAND OF JERSHON. NOW, THE LEADER OF THE NEPHITES, OR THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN APPOINTED TO BE THE CHIEF CAPTAIN OVER THE NEPHITES—NOW THE CHIEF CAPTAIN TOOK THE COMMAND OF ALL THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES—AND HIS NAME WAS MORONI; AND MORONI TOOK ALL THE COMMAND, AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THEIR WARS. AND HE WAS ONLY TWENTY AND FIVE YEARS OLD WHEN HE WAS APPOINTED CHIEF CAPTAIN OVER THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE MET THE LAMANITES IN THE BORDERS OF JERSHON, AND HIS PEOPLE WERE ARMED WITH SWORDS, AND WITH CIMETERS, AND ALL MANNER OF WEAPONS OF WAR. AND WHEN THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES SAW THAT THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, OR THAT MORONI, HAD PREPARED HIS PEOPLE WITH BREASTPLATES AND WITH ARM-SHIELDS, YEA, AND ALSO SHIELDS TO DEFEND THEIR HEADS, AND ALSO THEY WERE DRESSED WITH THICK CLOTHING— NOW THE ARMY OF ZERAHEMNAH WAS NOT PREPARED WITH ANY SUCH THING; THEY HAD ONLY THEIR SWORDS AND THEIR CIMETERS, THEIR BOWS AND THEIR ARROWS, THEIR STONES AND THEIR SLINGS; AND THEY WERE NAKED, SAVE IT WERE A SKIN WHICH WAS GIRDED ABOUT THEIR LOINS; YEA, ALL WERE NAKED, SAVE IT WERE THE ZORAMITES AND THE AMALEKITES; BUT THEY WERE NOT ARMED WITH BREASTPLATES, NOR SHIELDS—THEREFORE, THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY AFRAID OF THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES BECAUSE OF THEIR ARMOR, NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR NUMBER BEING SO MUCH GREATER THAN THE NEPHITES. BEHOLD, NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DURST NOT COME AGAINST THE NEPHITES IN THE BORDERS OF JERSHON; THEREFORE THEY DEPARTED OUT OF THE LAND OF ANTIONUM INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND TOOK THEIR JOURNEY ROUND ABOUT IN THE WILDERNESS, AWAY BY THE HEAD OF THE RIVER SIDON, THAT THEY MIGHT COME INTO THE LAND OF MANTI AND TAKE POSSESSION OF THE LAND; FOR THEY DID NOT SUPPOSE THAT THE ARMIES OF MORONI WOULD KNOW WHITHER THEY HAD GONE. BUT IT CAME TO PASS, AS SOON AS THEY HAD DEPARTED INTO THE WILDERNESS MORONI SENT SPIES INTO THE WILDERNESS TO WATCH THEIR CAMP; AND MORONI, ALSO, KNOWING OF THE PROPHECIES OF ALMA, SENT CERTAIN MEN UNTO HIM, DESIRING HIM THAT HE SHOULD INQUIRE OF THE LORD WHITHER THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES SHOULD GO TO DEFEND THEMSELVES AGAINST THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME UNTO ALMA, AND ALMA INFORMED THE MESSENGERS OF MORONI, THAT THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES WERE MARCHING ROUND ABOUT IN THE WILDERNESS, THAT THEY MIGHT COME OVER INTO THE LAND OF MANTI, THAT THEY MIGHT COMMENCE AN ATTACK UPON THE WEAKER PART OF THE PEOPLE. AND THOSE MESSENGERS WENT AND DELIVERED THE MESSAGE UNTO MORONI. NOW MORONI, LEAVING A PART OF HIS ARMY IN THE LAND OF JERSHON, LEST BY ANY MEANS A PART OF THE LAMANITES SHOULD COME INTO THAT LAND AND TAKE POSSESSION OF THE CITY, TOOK THE REMAINING PART OF HIS ARMY AND MARCHED OVER INTO THE LAND OF MANTI. AND HE CAUSED THAT ALL THE PEOPLE IN THAT QUARTER OF THE LAND SHOULD GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER TO BATTLE AGAINST THE LAMANITES, TO DEFEND THEIR LANDS AND THEIR COUNTRY, THEIR RIGHTS AND THEIR LIBERTIES; THEREFORE, THEY WERE PREPARED AGAINST THE TIME OF THE COMING OF THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI CAUSED THAT HIS ARMY SHOULD BE SECRETED IN THE VALLEY WHICH WAS NEAR THE BANK OF THE RIVER SIDON, WHICH WAS ON THE WEST OF THE RIVER SIDON IN THE WILDERNESS. AND MORONI PLACED SPIES ROUND ABOUT, THAT HE MIGHT KNOW WHEN THE CAMP OF THE LAMANITES SHOULD COME. AND NOW, AS MORONI KNEW THE INTENTION OF THE LAMANITES, THAT IT WAS THEIR INTENTION TO DESTROY THEIR BRETHREN, OR TO SUBJECT THEM AND BRING THEM INTO BONDAGE THAT THEY MIGHT ESTABLISH A KINGDOM UNTO THEMSELVES OVER ALL THE LAND; AND HE ALSO KNOWING THAT IT WAS THE ONLY DESIRE OF THE NEPHITES TO PRESERVE THEIR LANDS, AND THEIR LIBERTY, AND THEIR CHURCH, THEREFORE HE THOUGHT IT NO SIN THAT HE SHOULD DEFEND THEM BY STRATAGEM; THEREFORE, HE FOUND BY HIS SPIES WHICH COURSE THE LAMANITES WERE TO TAKE. THEREFORE, HE DIVIDED HIS ARMY AND BROUGHT A PART OVER INTO THE VALLEY, AND CONCEALED THEM ON THE EAST, AND ON THE SOUTH OF THE HILL RIPLAH; AND THE REMAINDER HE CONCEALED IN THE WEST VALLEY, ON THE WEST OF THE RIVER SIDON, AND SO DOWN INTO THE BORDERS OF THE LAND MANTI. AND THUS, HAVING PLACED HIS ARMY ACCORDING TO HIS DESIRE, HE WAS PREPARED TO MEET THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES CAME UP ON THE NORTH OF THE HILL, WHERE A PART OF THE ARMY OF MORONI WAS CONCEALED. AND AS THE LAMANITES HAD PASSED THE HILL RIPLAH, AND CAME INTO THE VALLEY, AND BEGAN TO CROSS THE RIVER SIDON, THE ARMY WHICH WAS CONCEALED ON THE SOUTH OF THE HILL, WHICH WAS LED BY A MAN WHOSE NAME WAS LEHI, AND HE LED HIS ARMY FORTH AND ENCIRCLED THE LAMANITES ABOUT ON THE EAST IN THEIR REAR. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES, WHEN THEY SAW THE NEPHITES COMING UPON THEM IN THEIR REAR, TURNED THEM ABOUT AND BEGAN TO CONTEND WITH THE ARMY OF LEHI. AND THE WORK OF DEATH COMMENCED ON BOTH SIDES, BUT IT WAS MORE DREADFUL ON THE PART OF THE LAMANITES, FOR THEIR NAKEDNESS WAS EXPOSED TO THE HEAVY BLOWS OF THE NEPHITES WITH THEIR SWORDS AND THEIR CIMETERS, WHICH BROUGHT DEATH ALMOST AT EVERY STROKE. WHILE ON THE OTHER HAND, THERE WAS NOW AND THEN A MAN FELL AMONG THE NEPHITES, BY THEIR SWORDS AND THE LOSS OF BLOOD, THEY BEING SHIELDED FROM THE MORE VITAL PARTS OF THE BODY, OR THE MORE VITAL PARTS OF THE BODY BEING SHIELDED FROM THE STROKES OF THE LAMANITES, BY THEIR BREASTPLATES, AND THEIR ARMSHIELDS, AND THEIR HEAD-PLATES; AND THUS THE NEPHITES DID CARRY ON THE WORK OF DEATH AMONG THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES BECAME FRIGHTENED, BECAUSE OF THE GREAT DESTRUCTION AMONG THEM, EVEN UNTIL THEY BEGAN TO FLEE TOWARDS THE RIVER SIDON. AND THEY WERE PURSUED BY LEHI AND HIS MEN; AND THEY WERE DRIVEN BY LEHI INTO THE WATERS OF SIDON, AND THEY CROSSED THE WATERS OF SIDON. AND LEHI RETAINED HIS ARMIES UPON THE BANK OF THE RIVER SIDON THAT THEY SHOULD NOT CROSS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI AND HIS ARMY MET THE LAMANITES IN THE VALLEY, ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE RIVER SIDON, AND BEGAN TO FALL UPON THEM AND TO SLAY THEM. AND THE LAMANITES DID FLEE AGAIN BEFORE THEM, TOWARDS THE LAND OF MANTI; AND THEY WERE MET AGAIN BY THE ARMIES OF MORONI. NOW IN THIS CASE THE LAMANITES DID FIGHT EXCEEDINGLY; YEA, NEVER HAD THE LAMANITES BEEN KNOWN TO FIGHT WITH SUCH EXCEEDINGLY GREAT STRENGTH AND COURAGE, NO, NOT EVEN FROM THE BEGINNING. AND THEY WERE INSPIRED BY THE ZORAMITES AND THE AMALEKITES, WHO WERE THEIR CHIEF CAPTAINS AND LEADERS, AND BY ZERAHEMNAH, WHO WAS THEIR CHIEF CAPTAIN, OR THEIR CHIEF LEADER AND COMMANDER; YEA, THEY DID FIGHT LIKE DRAGONS, AND MANY OF THE NEPHITES WERE SLAIN BY THEIR HANDS, YEA, FOR THEY DID SMITE IN TWO MANY OF THEIR HEAD-PLATES, AND THEY DID PIERCE MANY OF THEIR BREASTPLATES, AND THEY DID SMITE OFF MANY OF THEIR ARMS; AND THUS THE LAMANITES DID SMITE IN THEIR FIERCE ANGER. NEVERTHELESS, THE NEPHITES WERE INSPIRED BY A BETTER CAUSE, FOR THEY WERE NOT FIGHTING FOR MONARCHY NOR POWER BUT THEY WERE FIGHTING FOR THEIR HOMES AND THEIR LIBERTIES, THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN, AND THEIR ALL, YEA, FOR THEIR RITES OF WORSHIP AND THEIR CHURCH. AND THEY WERE DOING THAT WHICH THEY FELT WAS THE DUTY WHICH THEY OWED TO THEIR GOD; FOR THE LORD HAD SAID UNTO THEM, AND ALSO UNTO THEIR FATHERS, THAT: INASMUCH AS YE ARE NOT GUILTY OF THE FIRST OFFENSE, NEITHER THE SECOND, YE SHALL NOT SUFFER YOURSELVES TO BE SLAIN BY THE HANDS OF YOUR ENEMIES. AND AGAIN, THE LORD HAS SAID THAT: YE SHALL DEFEND YOUR FAMILIES EVEN UNTO BLOODSHED. THEREFORE, FOR THIS CAUSE WERE THE NEPHITES CONTENDING WITH THE LAMANITES, TO DEFEND THEMSELVES, AND THEIR FAMILIES, AND THEIR LANDS, THEIR COUNTRY, AND THEIR RIGHTS, AND THEIR RELIGION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE MEN OF MORONI SAW THE FIERCENESS AND THE ANGER OF THE LAMANITES, THEY WERE ABOUT TO SHRINK AND FLEE FROM THEM. AND MORONI, PERCEIVING THEIR INTENT, SENT FORTH AND INSPIRED THEIR HEARTS WITH THESE THOUGHTS—YEA, THE THOUGHTS OF THEIR LANDS, THEIR LIBERTY, YEA, THEIR FREEDOM FROM BONDAGE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY TURNED UPON THE LAMANITES, AND THEY CRIED WITH ONE VOICE UNTO THE LORD THEIR GOD, FOR THEIR LIBERTY AND THEIR FREEDOM FROM BONDAGE. AND THEY BEGAN TO STAND AGAINST THE LAMANITES WITH POWER; AND IN THAT SELFSAME HOUR THAT THEY CRIED UNTO THE LORD FOR THEIR FREEDOM, THE LAMANITES BEGAN TO FLEE BEFORE THEM; AND THEY FLED EVEN TO THE WATERS OF SIDON. NOW, THE LAMANITES WERE MORE NUMEROUS, YEA, BY MORE THAN DOUBLE THE NUMBER OF THE NEPHITES; NEVERTHELESS, THEY WERE DRIVEN INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE GATHERED TOGETHER IN ONE BODY IN THE VALLEY, UPON THE BANK BY THE RIVER SIDON. THEREFORE, THE ARMIES OF MORONI ENCIRCLED THEM ABOUT, YEA, EVEN ON BOTH SIDES OF THE RIVER, FOR BEHOLD, ON THE EAST WERE THE MEN OF LEHI. THEREFORE, WHEN ZERAHEMNAH SAW THE MEN OF LEHI ON THE EAST OF THE RIVER SIDON, AND THE ARMIES OF MORONI ON THE WEST OF THE RIVER SIDON, THAT THEY WERE ENCIRCLED ABOUT BY THE NEPHITES, THEY WERE STRUCK WITH TERROR. NOW MORONI, WHEN HE SAW THEIR TERROR, COMMANDED HIS MEN THAT THEY SHOULD STOP SHEDDING THEIR BLOOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID STOP AND WITHDREW A PACE FROM THEM. AND MORONI SAID UNTO ZERAHEMNAH: BEHOLD, ZERAHEMNAH, THAT WE DO NOT DESIRE TO BE MEN OF BLOOD. YE KNOW THAT YE ARE IN OUR HANDS, YET WE DO NOT DESIRE TO SLAY YOU. BEHOLD, WE HAVE NOT COME OUT TO BATTLE AGAINST YOU THAT WE MIGHT SHED YOUR BLOOD FOR POWER; NEITHER DO WE DESIRE TO BRING ANY ONE TO THE YOKE OF BONDAGE. BUT THIS IS THE VERY CAUSE FOR WHICH YE HAVE COME AGAINST US; YEA, AND YE ARE ANGRY WITH US BECAUSE OF OUR RELIGION. BUT NOW, YE BEHOLD THAT THE LORD IS WITH US; AND YE BEHOLD THAT HE HAS DELIVERED YOU INTO OUR HANDS. AND NOW I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS DONE UNTO US BECAUSE OF OUR RELIGION AND OUR FAITH IN CHRIST. AND NOW YE SEE THAT YE CANNOT DESTROY THIS OUR FAITH. NOW YE SEE THAT THIS IS THE TRUE FAITH OF GOD; YEA, YE SEE THAT GOD WILL SUPPORT, AND KEEP, AND PRESERVE US, SO LONG AS WE ARE FAITHFUL UNTO HIM, AND UNTO OUR FAITH, AND OUR RELIGION; AND NEVER WILL THE LORD SUFFER THAT WE SHALL BE DESTROYED EXCEPT WE SHOULD FALL INTO TRANSGRESSION AND DENY OUR FAITH. AND NOW, ZERAHEMNAH, I COMMAND YOU, IN THE NAME OF THAT ALLPOWERFUL GOD, WHO HAS STRENGTHENED OUR ARMS THAT WE HAVE GAINED POWER OVER YOU, BY OUR FAITH, BY OUR RELIGION, AND BY OUR RITES OF WORSHIP, AND BY OUR CHURCH, AND BY THE SACRED SUPPORT WHICH WE OWE TO OUR WIVES AND OUR CHILDREN, BY THAT LIBERTY WHICH BINDS US TO OUR LANDS AND OUR COUNTRY; YEA, AND ALSO BY THE MAINTENANCE OF THE SACRED WORD OF GOD, TO WHICH WE OWE ALL OUR HAPPINESS; AND BY ALL THAT IS MOST DEAR UNTO US—YEA, AND THIS IS NOT ALL; I COMMAND YOU BY ALL THE DESIRES WHICH YE HAVE FOR LIFE, THAT YE DELIVER UP YOUR WEAPONS OF WAR UNTO US, AND WE WILL SEEK NOT YOUR BLOOD, BUT WE WILL SPARE YOUR LIVES, IF YE WILL GO YOUR WAY AND COME NOT AGAIN TO WAR AGAINST US. AND NOW, IF YE DO NOT THIS, BEHOLD, YE ARE IN OUR HANDS, AND I WILL COMMAND MY MEN THAT THEY SHALL FALL UPON YOU, AND INFLICT THE WOUNDS OF DEATH IN YOUR BODIES, THAT YE MAY BECOME EXTINCT; AND THEN WE WILL SEE WHO SHALL HAVE POWER OVER THIS PEOPLE; YEA, WE WILL SEE WHO SHALL BE BROUGHT INTO BONDAGE. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN ZERAHEMNAH HAD HEARD THESE SAYINGS HE CAME FORTH AND DELIVERED UP HIS SWORD AND HIS CIMETER, AND HIS BOW INTO THE HANDS OF MORONI, AND SAID UNTO HIM: BEHOLD, HERE ARE OUR WEAPONS OF WAR; WE WILL DELIVER THEM UP UNTO YOU, BUT WE WILL NOT SUFFER OURSELVES TO TAKE AN OATH UNTO YOU, WHICH WE KNOW THAT WE SHALL BREAK, AND ALSO OUR CHILDREN; BUT TAKE OUR WEAPONS OF WAR, AND SUFFER THAT WE MAY DEPART INTO THE WILDERNESS; OTHERWISE WE WILL RETAIN OUR SWORDS, AND WE WILL PERISH OR CONQUER. BEHOLD, WE ARE NOT OF YOUR FAITH; WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT IT IS GOD THAT HAS DELIVERED US INTO YOUR HANDS; BUT WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS YOUR CUNNING THAT HAS PRESERVED YOU FROM OUR SWORDS. BEHOLD, IT IS YOUR BREASTPLATES AND YOUR SHIELDS THAT HAVE PRESERVED YOU. AND NOW WHEN ZERAHEMNAH HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING THESE WORDS, MORONI RETURNED THE SWORD AND THE WEAPONS OF WAR, WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED, UNTO ZERAHEMNAH, SAYING: BEHOLD, WE WILL END THE CONFLICT. NOW I CANNOT RECALL THE WORDS WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN, THEREFORE AS THE LORD LIVETH, YE SHALL NOT DEPART EXCEPT YE DEPART WITH AN OATH THAT YE WILL NOT RETURN AGAIN AGAINST US TO WAR. NOW AS YE ARE IN OUR HANDS WE WILL SPILL YOUR BLOOD UPON THE GROUND, OR YE SHALL SUBMIT TO THE CONDITIONS WHICH I HAVE PROPOSED. AND NOW WHEN MORONI HAD SAID THESE WORDS, ZERAHEMNAH RETAINED HIS SWORD, AND HE WAS ANGRY WITH MORONI, AND HE RUSHED FORWARD THAT HE MIGHT SLAY MORONI; BUT AS HE RAISED HIS SWORD, BEHOLD, ONE OF MORONI’S SOLDIERS SMOTE IT EVEN TO THE EARTH, AND IT BROKE BY THE HILT; AND HE ALSO SMOTE ZERAHEMNAH THAT HE TOOK OFF HIS SCALP AND IT FELL TO THE EARTH. AND ZERAHEMNAH WITHDREW FROM BEFORE THEM INTO THE MIDST OF HIS SOLDIERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE SOLDIER WHO STOOD BY, WHO SMOTE OFF THE SCALP OF ZERAHEMNAH, TOOK UP THE SCALP FROM OFF THE GROUND BY THE HAIR, AND LAID IT UPON THE POINT OF HIS SWORD, AND STRETCHED IT FORTH UNTO THEM, SAYING UNTO THEM WITH A LOUD VOICE: EVEN AS THIS SCALP HAS FALLEN TO THE EARTH, WHICH IS THE SCALP OF YOUR CHIEF, SO SHALL YE FALL TO THE EARTH EXCEPT YE WILL DELIVER UP YOUR WEAPONS OF WAR AND DEPART WITH A COVENANT OF PEACE. NOW THERE WERE MANY, WHEN THEY HEARD THESE WORDS AND SAW THE SCALP WHICH WAS UPON THE SWORD, THAT WERE STRUCK WITH FEAR; AND MANY CAME FORTH AND THREW DOWN THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR AT THE FEET OF MORONI, AND ENTERED INTO A COVENANT OF PEACE. AND AS MANY AS ENTERED INTO A COVENANT THEY SUFFERED TO DEPART INTO THE WILDERNESS. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT ZERAHEMNAH WAS EXCEEDINGLY WROTH, AND HE DID STIR UP THE REMAINDER OF HIS SOLDIERS TO ANGER, TO CONTEND MORE POWERFULLY AGAINST THE NEPHITES. AND NOW MORONI WAS ANGRY, BECAUSE OF THE STUBBORNNESS OF THE LAMANITES; THEREFORE HE COMMANDED HIS PEOPLE THAT THEY SHOULD FALL UPON THEM AND SLAY THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY BEGAN TO SLAY THEM; YEA, AND THE LAMANITES DID CONTEND WITH THEIR SWORDS AND THEIR MIGHT. BUT BEHOLD, THEIR NAKED SKINS AND THEIR BARE HEADS WERE EXPOSED TO THE SHARP SWORDS OF THE NEPHITES; YEA, BEHOLD THEY WERE PIERCED AND SMITTEN, YEA, AND DID FALL EXCEEDINGLY FAST BEFORE THE SWORDS OF THE NEPHITES; AND THEY BEGAN TO BE SWEPT DOWN, EVEN AS THE SOLDIER OF MORONI HAD PROPHESIED. NOW ZERAHEMNAH, WHEN HE SAW THAT THEY WERE ALL ABOUT TO BE DESTROYED, CRIED MIGHTILY UNTO MORONI, PROMISING THAT HE WOULD COVENANT AND ALSO HIS PEOPLE WITH THEM, IF THEY WOULD SPARE THE REMAINDER OF THEIR LIVES, THAT THEY NEVER WOULD COME TO WAR AGAIN AGAINST THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI CAUSED THAT THE WORK OF DEATH SHOULD CEASE AGAIN AMONG THE PEOPLE. AND HE TOOK THE WEAPONS OF WAR FROM THE LAMANITES; AND AFTER THEY HAD ENTERED INTO A COVENANT WITH HIM OF PEACE THEY WERE SUFFERED TO DEPART INTO THE WILDERNESS. NOW THE NUMBER OF THEIR DEAD WAS NOT NUMBERED BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THE NUMBER; YEA, THE NUMBER OF THEIR DEAD WAS EXCEEDINGLY GREAT, BOTH ON THE NEPHITES AND ON THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID CAST THEIR DEAD INTO THE WATERS OF SIDON, AND THEY HAVE GONE FORTH AND ARE BURIED IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA. AND THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES, OR OF MORONI, RETURNED AND CAME TO THEIR HOUSES AND THEIR LANDS. AND THUS, ENDED THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND THUS, ENDED THE RECORD OF ALMA, WHICH WAS WRITTEN UPON THE PLATES OF NEPHI. THE ACCOUNT OF THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, AND THEIR WARS AND DISSENSIONS, IN THE DAYS OF HELAMAN, ACCORDING TO THE RECORD OF HELAMAN, WHICH HE KEPT IN HIS DAYS. 
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BEHOLD, NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI WERE EXCEEDINGLY REJOICED, BECAUSE THE LORD HAD AGAIN DELIVERED THEM OUT OF THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES; THEREFORE, THEY GAVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD THEIR GOD; YEA, AND THEY DID FAST MUCH AND PRAY MUCH, AND THEY DID WORSHIP GOD WITH EXCEEDINGLY GREAT JOY. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE NINETEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, THAT ALMA CAME UNTO HIS SON HELAMAN AND SAID UNTO HIM: BELIEVEST THOU THE WORDS WHICH I SPAKE UNTO THEE CONCERNING THOSE RECORDS WHICH HAVE BEEN KEPT? AND HELAMAN SAID UNTO HIM: YEA, I BELIEVE. AND ALMA SAID AGAIN: BELIEVEST THOU IN JESUS CHRIST, WHO SHALL COME? AND HE SAID: YEA, I BELIEVE ALL THE WORDS WHICH THOU HAST SPOKEN. AND ALMA SAID UNTO HIM AGAIN: WILL YE KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS? AND HE SAID: YEA, I WILL KEEP THY COMMANDMENTS WITH ALL MY HEART. THEN ALMA SAID UNTO HIM: BLESSED ART THOU; AND THE LORD SHALL PROSPER THEE IN THIS LAND. BUT BEHOLD, I HAVE SOMEWHAT TO PROPHESY UNTO THEE; BUT WHAT I PROPHESY UNTO THEE YE SHALL NOT MAKE KNOWN; YEA, WHAT I PROPHESY UNTO THEE SHALL NOT BE MADE KNOWN, EVEN UNTIL THE PROPHECY IS FULFILLED; THEREFORE, WRITE THE WORDS WHICH I SHALL SAY. AND THESE ARE THE WORDS: BEHOLD, I PERCEIVE THAT THIS VERY PEOPLE, THE NEPHITES, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF REVELATION WHICH IS IN ME, IN FOUR HUNDRED YEARS FROM THE TIME THAT JESUS CHRIST SHALL MANIFEST HIMSELF UNTO THEM, SHALL DWINDLE IN UNBELIEF. YEA, AND THEN SHALL THEY SEE WARS AND PESTILENCES, YEA, FAMINES AND BLOODSHED, EVEN UNTIL THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI SHALL BECOME EXTINCT—YEA, AND THIS BECAUSE THEY SHALL DWINDLE IN UNBELIEF AND FALL INTO THE WORKS OF DARKNESS, AND LASCIVIOUSNESS, AND ALL MANNER OF INIQUITIES; YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT BECAUSE THEY SHALL SIN AGAINST SO GREAT LIGHT AND KNOWLEDGE, YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT FROM THAT DAY, EVEN THE FOURTH GENERATION SHALL NOT ALL PASS AWAY BEFORE THIS GREAT INIQUITY SHALL COME. AND WHEN THAT GREAT DAY COMETH, BEHOLD, THE TIME VERY SOON COMETH THAT THOSE WHO ARE NOW, OR THE SEED OF THOSE WHO ARE NOW NUMBERED AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, SHALL NO MORE BE NUMBERED AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. BUT WHOSOEVER REMAINETH, AND IS NOT DESTROYED IN THAT GREAT AND DREADFUL DAY, SHALL BE NUMBERED AMONG THE LAMANITES, AND SHALL BECOME LIKE UNTO THEM, ALL, SAVE IT BE A FEW WHO SHALL BE CALLED THE DISCIPLES OF THE LORD; AND THEM SHALL THE LAMANITES PURSUE EVEN UNTIL THEY SHALL BECOME EXTINCT. AND NOW, BECAUSE OF INIQUITY, THIS PROPHECY SHALL BE FULFILLED. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER ALMA HAD SAID THESE THINGS TO HELAMAN, HE BLESSED HIM, AND ALSO HIS OTHER SONS; AND HE ALSO BLESSED THE EARTH FOR THE RIGHTEOUS’ SAKE. AND HE SAID: THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD—CURSED SHALL BE THE LAND, YEA, THIS LAND, UNTO EVERY NATION, KINDRED, TONGUE, AND PEOPLE, UNTO DESTRUCTION, WHICH DO WICKEDLY, WHEN THEY ARE FULLY RIPE; AND AS I HAVE SAID SO SHALL IT BE; FOR THIS IS THE CURSING AND THE BLESSING OF GOD UPON THE LAND, FOR THE LORD CANNOT LOOK UPON SIN WITH THE LEAST DEGREE OF ALLOWANCE. AND NOW, WHEN ALMA HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HE BLESSED THE CHURCH, YEA, ALL THOSE WHO SHOULD STAND FAST IN THE FAITH FROM THAT TIME HENCEFORTH. AND WHEN ALMA HAD DONE THIS, HE DEPARTED OUT OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AS IF TO GO INTO THE LAND OF MELEK. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE WAS NEVER HEARD OF MORE; AS TO HIS DEATH OR BURIAL WE KNOW NOT OF. BEHOLD, THIS WE KNOW, THAT HE WAS A RIGHTEOUS MAN; AND THE SAYING WENT ABROAD IN THE CHURCH THAT HE WAS TAKEN UP BY THE SPIRIT, OR BURIED BY THE HAND OF THE LORD, EVEN AS MOSES. BUT BEHOLD, THE SCRIPTURES SAITH THE LORD TOOK MOSES UNTO HIMSELF; AND WE SUPPOSE THAT HE HAS ALSO RECEIVED ALMA IN THE SPIRIT, UNTO HIMSELF; THEREFORE, FOR THIS CAUSE, WE KNOW NOTHING CONCERNING HIS DEATH AND BURIAL. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE NINETEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, THAT HELAMAN WENT FORTH AMONG THE PEOPLE TO DECLARE THE WORD UNTO THEM. FOR BEHOLD, BECAUSE OF THEIR WARS WITH THE LAMANITES AND THE MANY LITTLE DISSENSIONS AND DISTURBANCES WHICH HAD BEEN AMONG THE PEOPLE, IT BECAME EXPEDIENT THAT THE WORD OF GOD SHOULD BE DECLARED AMONG THEM, YEA, AND THAT A REGULATION SHOULD BE MADE THROUGHOUT THE CHURCH. THEREFORE, HELAMAN AND HIS BRETHREN WENT FORTH TO ESTABLISH THE CHURCH AGAIN IN ALL THE LAND, YEA, IN EVERY CITY THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND WHICH WAS POSSESSED BY THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID APPOINT PRIESTS AND TEACHERS THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND, OVER ALL THE CHURCHES. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER HELAMAN AND HIS BRETHREN HAD APPOINTED PRIESTS AND TEACHERS OVER THE CHURCHES THAT THERE AROSE A DISSENSION AMONG THEM, AND THEY WOULD NOT GIVE HEED TO THE WORDS OF HELAMAN AND HIS BRETHREN; BUT THEY GREW PROUD, BEING LIFTED UP IN THEIR HEARTS, BECAUSE OF THEIR EXCEEDINGLY GREAT RICHES; THEREFORE THEY GREW RICH IN THEIR OWN EYES, AND WOULD NOT GIVE HEED TO THEIR WORDS, TO WALK UPRIGHTLY BEFORE GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS MANY AS WOULD NOT HEARKEN TO THE WORDS OF HELAMAN AND HIS BRETHREN WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN. AND NOW BEHOLD, THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY WROTH, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE DETERMINED TO SLAY THEM. NOW THE LEADER OF THOSE WHO WERE WROTH AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN WAS A LARGE AND A STRONG MAN; AND HIS NAME WAS AMALICKIAH. AND AMALICKIAH WAS DESIROUS TO BE A KING; AND THOSE PEOPLE WHO WERE WROTH WERE ALSO DESIROUS THAT HE SHOULD BE THEIR KING; AND THEY WERE THE GREATER PART OF THEM THE LOWER JUDGES OF THE LAND, AND THEY WERE SEEKING FOR POWER. AND THEY HAD BEEN LED BY THE FLATTERIES OF AMALICKIAH, THAT IF THEY WOULD SUPPORT HIM AND ESTABLISH HIM TO BE THEIR KING THAT HE WOULD MAKE THEM RULERS OVER THE PEOPLE. THUS, THEY WERE LED AWAY BY AMALICKIAH TO DISSENSIONS, NOTWITHSTANDING THE PREACHING OF HELAMAN AND HIS BRETHREN, YEA, NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR EXCEEDINGLY GREAT CARE OVER THE CHURCH, FOR THEY WERE HIGH PRIESTS OVER THE CHURCH. AND THERE WERE MANY IN THE CHURCH WHO BELIEVED IN THE FLATTERING WORDS OF AMALICKIAH, THEREFORE THEY DISSENTED EVEN FROM THE CHURCH; AND THUS, WERE THE AFFAIRS OF THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI EXCEEDINGLY PRECARIOUS AND DANGEROUS, NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR GREAT VICTORY WHICH THEY HAD HAD OVER THE LAMANITES, AND THEIR GREAT REJOICINGS WHICH THEY HAD HAD BECAUSE OF THEIR DELIVERANCE BY THE HAND OF THE LORD. THUS, WE SEE HOW QUICK THE CHILDREN OF MEN DO FORGET THE LORD THEIR GOD, YEA, HOW QUICK TO DO INIQUITY, AND TO BE LED AWAY BY THE EVIL ONE. YEA, AND WE ALSO SEE THE GREAT WICKEDNESS ONE VERY WICKED MAN CAN CAUSE TO TAKE PLACE AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN. YEA, WE SEE THAT AMALICKIAH, BECAUSE HE WAS A MAN OF CUNNING DEVICE AND A MAN OF MANY FLATTERING WORDS, THAT HE LED AWAY THE HEARTS OF MANY PEOPLE TO DO WICKEDLY; YEA, AND TO SEEK TO DESTROY THE CHURCH OF GOD, AND TO DESTROY THE FOUNDATION OF LIBERTY WHICH GOD HAD GRANTED UNTO THEM, OR WHICH BLESSING GOD HAD SENT UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND FOR THE RIGHTEOUS’ SAKE. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN MORONI, WHO WAS THE CHIEF COMMANDER OF THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES, HAD HEARD OF THESE DISSENSIONS, HE WAS ANGRY WITH AMALICKIAH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE RENT HIS COAT; AND HE TOOK A PIECE THEREOF, AND WROTE UPON IT—IN MEMORY OF OUR GOD, OUR RELIGION, AND FREEDOM, AND OUR PEACE, OUR WIVES, AND OUR CHILDREN—AND HE FASTENED IT UPON THE END OF A POLE. AND HE FASTENED ON HIS HEAD-PLATE, AND HIS BREASTPLATE, AND HIS SHIELDS, AND GIRDED ON HIS ARMOR ABOUT HIS LOINS; AND HE TOOK THE POLE, WHICH HAD ON THE END THEREOF HIS RENT COAT, (AND HE CALLED IT THE TITLE OF LIBERTY) AND HE BOWED HIMSELF TO THE EARTH, AND HE PRAYED MIGHTILY UNTO HIS GOD FOR THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY TO REST UPON HIS BRETHREN, SO LONG AS THERE SHOULD A BAND OF CHRISTIANS REMAIN TO POSSESS THE LAND—FOR THUS WERE ALL THE TRUE BELIEVERS OF CHRIST, WHO BELONGED TO THE CHURCH OF GOD, CALLED BY THOSE WHO DID NOT BELONG TO THE CHURCH. AND THOSE WHO DID BELONG TO THE CHURCH WERE FAITHFUL; YEA, ALL THOSE WHO WERE TRUE BELIEVERS IN CHRIST TOOK UPON THEM, GLADLY, THE NAME OF CHRIST, OR CHRISTIANS AS THEY WERE CALLED, BECAUSE OF THEIR BELIEF IN CHRIST WHO SHOULD COME. AND THEREFORE, AT THIS TIME, MORONI PRAYED THAT THE CAUSE OF THE CHRISTIANS, AND THE FREEDOM OF THE LAND MIGHT BE FAVORED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN HE HAD POURED OUT HIS SOUL TO GOD, HE NAMED ALL THE LAND WHICH WAS SOUTH OF THE LAND DESOLATION, YEA, AND IN FINE, ALL THE LAND, BOTH ON THE NORTH AND ON THE SOUTH—A CHOSEN LAND, AND THE LAND OF LIBERTY. AND HE SAID: SURELY GOD SHALL NOT SUFFER THAT WE, WHO ARE DESPISED BECAUSE WE TAKE UPON US THE NAME OF CHRIST, SHALL BE TRODDEN DOWN AND DESTROYED, UNTIL WE BRING IT UPON US BY OUR OWN TRANSGRESSIONS. AND WHEN MORONI HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HE WENT FORTH AMONG THE PEOPLE, WAVING THE RENT PART OF HIS GARMENT IN THE AIR, THAT ALL MIGHT SEE THE WRITING WHICH HE HAD WRITTEN UPON THE RENT PART, AND CRYING WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING: BEHOLD, WHOSOEVER WILL MAINTAIN THIS TITLE UPON THE LAND, LET THEM COME FORTH IN THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD, AND ENTER INTO A COVENANT THAT THEY WILL MAINTAIN THEIR RIGHTS, AND THEIR RELIGION, THAT THE LORD GOD MAY BLESS THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN MORONI HAD PROCLAIMED THESE WORDS, BEHOLD, THE PEOPLE CAME RUNNING TOGETHER WITH THEIR ARMOR GIRDED ABOUT THEIR LOINS, RENDING THEIR GARMENTS IN TOKEN, OR AS A COVENANT, THAT THEY WOULD NOT FORSAKE THE LORD THEIR GOD; OR, IN OTHER WORDS, IF THEY SHOULD TRANSGRESS THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, OR FALL INTO TRANSGRESSION, AND BE ASHAMED TO TAKE UPON THEM THE NAME OF CHRIST, THE LORD SHOULD REND THEM EVEN AS THEY HAD RENT THEIR GARMENTS. NOW THIS WAS THE COVENANT WHICH THEY MADE, AND THEY CAST THEIR GARMENTS AT THE FEET OF MORONI, SAYING: WE COVENANT WITH OUR GOD, THAT WE SHALL BE DESTROYED, EVEN AS OUR BRETHREN IN THE LAND NORTHWARD, IF WE SHALL FALL INTO TRANSGRESSION; YEA, HE MAY CAST US AT THE FEET OF OUR ENEMIES, EVEN AS WE HAVE CAST OUR GARMENTS AT THY FEET TO BE TRODDEN UNDER FOOT, IF WE SHALL FALL INTO TRANSGRESSION. MORONI SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, WE ARE A REMNANT OF THE SEED OF JACOB; YEA, WE ARE A REMNANT OF THE SEED OF JOSEPH, WHOSE COAT WAS RENT BY HIS BRETHREN INTO MANY PIECES; YEA, AND NOW BEHOLD, LET US REMEMBER TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, OR OUR GARMENTS SHALL BE RENT BY OUR BRETHREN, AND WE BE CAST INTO PRISON, OR BE SOLD, OR BE SLAIN. YEA, LET US PRESERVE OUR LIBERTY AS A REMNANT OF JOSEPH; YEA, LET US REMEMBER THE WORDS OF JACOB, BEFORE HIS DEATH, FOR BEHOLD, HE SAW THAT A PART OF THE REMNANT OF THE COAT OF JOSEPH WAS PRESERVED AND HAD NOT DECAYED. AND HE SAID—EVEN AS THIS REMNANT OF GARMENT OF MY SON HATH BEEN PRESERVED, SO SHALL A REMNANT OF THE SEED OF MY SON BE PRESERVED BY THE HAND OF GOD, AND BE TAKEN UNTO HIMSELF, WHILE THE REMAINDER OF THE SEED OF JOSEPH SHALL PERISH, EVEN AS THE REMNANT OF HIS GARMENT. NOW BEHOLD, THIS GIVETH MY SOUL SORROW; NEVERTHELESS, MY SOUL HATH JOY IN MY SON, BECAUSE OF THAT PART OF HIS SEED WHICH SHALL BE TAKEN UNTO GOD. NOW BEHOLD, THIS WAS THE LANGUAGE OF JACOB. AND NOW WHO KNOWETH BUT WHAT THE REMNANT OF THE SEED OF JOSEPH, WHICH SHALL PERISH AS HIS GARMENT, ARE THOSE WHO HAVE DISSENTED FROM US? YEA, AND EVEN IT SHALL BE OURSELVES IF WE DO NOT STAND FAST IN THE FAITH OF CHRIST. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN MORONI HAD SAID THESE WORDS HE WENT FORTH, AND ALSO SENT FORTH IN ALL THE PARTS OF THE LAND WHERE THERE WERE DISSENSIONS, AND GATHERED TOGETHER ALL THE PEOPLE WHO WERE DESIROUS TO MAINTAIN THEIR LIBERTY, TO STAND AGAINST AMALICKIAH AND THOSE WHO HAD DISSENTED, WHO WERE CALLED AMALICKIAHITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN AMALICKIAH SAW THAT THE PEOPLE OF MORONI WERE MORE NUMEROUS THAN THE AMALICKIAHITES—AND HE ALSO SAW THAT HIS PEOPLE WERE DOUBTFUL CONCERNING THE JUSTICE OF THE CAUSE IN WHICH THEY HAD UNDERTAKEN—THEREFORE, FEARING THAT HE SHOULD NOT GAIN THE POINT, HE TOOK THOSE OF HIS PEOPLE WHO WOULD AND DEPARTED INTO THE LAND OF NEPHI. NOW MORONI THOUGHT IT WAS NOT EXPEDIENT THAT THE LAMANITES SHOULD HAVE ANY MORE STRENGTH; THEREFORE HE THOUGHT TO CUT OFF THE PEOPLE OF AMALICKIAH, OR TO TAKE THEM AND BRING THEM BACK, AND PUT AMALICKIAH TO DEATH; YEA, FOR HE KNEW THAT HE WOULD STIR UP THE LAMANITES TO ANGER AGAINST THEM, AND CAUSE THEM TO COME TO BATTLE AGAINST THEM; AND THIS HE KNEW THAT AMALICKIAH WOULD DO THAT HE MIGHT OBTAIN HIS PURPOSES. THEREFORE, MORONI THOUGHT IT WAS EXPEDIENT THAT HE SHOULD TAKE HIS ARMIES, WHO HAD GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND ARMED THEMSELVES, AND ENTERED INTO A COVENANT TO KEEP THE PEACE—AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE TOOK HIS ARMY AND MARCHED OUT WITH HIS TENTS INTO THE WILDERNESS, TO CUT OFF THE COURSE OF AMALICKIAH IN THE WILDERNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID ACCORDING TO HIS DESIRES, AND MARCHED FORTH INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND HEADED THE ARMIES OF AMALICKIAH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMALICKIAH FLED WITH A SMALL NUMBER OF HIS MEN, AND THE REMAINDER WERE DELIVERED UP INTO THE HANDS OF MORONI AND WERE TAKEN BACK INTO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. NOW, MORONI BEING A MAN WHO WAS APPOINTED BY THE CHIEF JUDGES AND THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE, THEREFORE HE HAD POWER ACCORDING TO HIS WILL WITH THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES, TO ESTABLISH AND TO EXERCISE AUTHORITY OVER THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHOMSOEVER OF THE AMALICKIAHITES THAT WOULD NOT ENTER INTO A COVENANT TO SUPPORT THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM, THAT THEY MIGHT MAINTAIN A FREE GOVERNMENT, HE CAUSED TO BE PUT TO DEATH; AND THERE WERE BUT FEW WHO DENIED THE COVENANT OF FREEDOM. AND IT CAME TO PASS ALSO, THAT HE CAUSED THE TITLE OF LIBERTY TO BE HOISTED UPON EVERY TOWER WHICH WAS IN ALL THE LAND, WHICH WAS POSSESSED BY THE NEPHITES; AND THUS, MORONI PLANTED THE STANDARD OF LIBERTY AMONG THE NEPHITES. AND THEY BEGAN TO HAVE PEACE AGAIN IN THE LAND; AND THUS, THEY DID MAINTAIN PEACE IN THE LAND UNTIL NEARLY THE END OF THE NINETEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. AND HELAMAN AND THE HIGH PRIESTS DID ALSO MAINTAIN ORDER IN THE CHURCH; YEA, EVEN FOR THE SPACE OF FOUR YEARS DID THEY HAVE MUCH PEACE AND REJOICING IN THE CHURCH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE MANY WHO DIED, FIRMLY BELIEVING THAT THEIR SOULS WERE REDEEMED BY THE LORD JESUS CHRIST; THUS, THEY WENT OUT OF THE WORLD REJOICING. AND THERE WERE SOME WHO DIED WITH FEVERS, WHICH AT SOME SEASONS OF THE YEAR WERE VERY FREQUENT IN THE LAND—BUT NOT SO MUCH SO WITH FEVERS, BECAUSE OF THE EXCELLENT QUALITIES OF THE MANY PLANTS AND ROOTS WHICH GOD HAD PREPARED TO REMOVE THE CAUSE OF DISEASES, TO WHICH MEN WERE SUBJECT BY THE NATURE OF THE CLIMATE—BUT THERE WERE MANY WHO DIED WITH OLD AGE; AND THOSE WHO DIED IN THE FAITH OF CHRIST ARE HAPPY IN HIM, AS WE MUST NEEDS SUPPOSE. NOW WE WILL RETURN IN OUR RECORD TO AMALICKIAH AND THOSE WHO HAD FLED WITH HIM INTO THE WILDERNESS; FOR, BEHOLD, HE HAD TAKEN THOSE WHO WENT WITH HIM, AND WENT UP IN THE LAND OF NEPHI AMONG THE LAMANITES, AND DID STIR UP THE LAMANITES TO ANGER AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, INSOMUCH THAT THE KING OF THE LAMANITES SENT A PROCLAMATION THROUGHOUT ALL HIS LAND, AMONG ALL HIS PEOPLE, THAT THEY SHOULD GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER AGAIN TO GO TO BATTLE AGAINST THE NEPHITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE PROCLAMATION HAD GONE FORTH AMONG THEM, THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY AFRAID; YEA, THEY FEARED TO DISPLEASE THE KING, AND THEY ALSO FEARED TO GO TO BATTLE AGAINST THE NEPHITES LEST THEY SHOULD LOSE THEIR LIVES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WOULD NOT, OR THE MORE PART OF THEM WOULD NOT, OBEY THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE KING. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE KING WAS WROTH BECAUSE OF THEIR DISOBEDIENCE; THEREFORE, HE GAVE AMALICKIAH THE COMMAND OF THAT PART OF HIS ARMY WHICH WAS OBEDIENT UNTO HIS COMMANDS, AND COMMANDED HIM THAT HE SHOULD GO FORTH AND COMPEL THEM TO ARMS. NOW BEHOLD, THIS WAS THE DESIRE OF AMALICKIAH; FOR HE BEING A VERY SUBTLE MAN TO DO EVIL THEREFORE HE LAID THE PLAN IN HIS HEART TO DETHRONE THE KING OF THE LAMANITES. AND NOW HE HAD GOT THE COMMAND OF THOSE PARTS OF THE LAMANITES WHO WERE IN FAVOR OF THE KING; AND HE SOUGHT TO GAIN FAVOR OF THOSE WHO WERE NOT OBEDIENT; THEREFORE HE WENT FORWARD TO THE PLACE WHICH WAS CALLED ONIDAH, FOR THITHER HAD ALL THE LAMANITES FLED; FOR THEY DISCOVERED THE ARMY COMING, AND, SUPPOSING THAT THEY WERE COMING TO DESTROY THEM, THEREFORE THEY FLED TO ONIDAH, TO THE PLACE OF ARMS. AND THEY HAD APPOINTED A MAN TO BE A KING AND A LEADER OVER THEM, BEING FIXED IN THEIR MINDS WITH A DETERMINED RESOLUTION THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE SUBJECTED TO GO AGAINST THE NEPHITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY HAD GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER UPON THE TOP OF THE MOUNT WHICH WAS CALLED ANTIPAS, IN PREPARATION TO BATTLE. NOW IT WAS NOT AMALICKIAH’S INTENTION TO GIVE THEM BATTLE ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE KING; BUT BEHOLD, IT WAS HIS INTENTION TO GAIN FAVOR WITH THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES, THAT HE MIGHT PLACE HIMSELF AT THEIR HEAD AND DETHRONE THE KING AND TAKE POSSESSION OF THE KINGDOM. AND BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE CAUSED HIS ARMY TO PITCH THEIR TENTS IN THE VALLEY WHICH WAS NEAR THE MOUNT ANTIPAS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN IT WAS NIGHT, HE SENT A SECRET EMBASSY INTO THE MOUNT ANTIPAS, DESIRING THAT THE LEADER OF THOSE WHO WERE UPON THE MOUNT, WHOSE NAME WAS LEHONTI, THAT HE SHOULD COME DOWN TO THE FOOT OF THE MOUNT, FOR HE DESIRED TO SPEAK WITH HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN LEHONTI RECEIVED THE MESSAGE HE DURST NOT GO DOWN TO THE FOOT OF THE MOUNT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMALICKIAH SENT AGAIN THE SECOND TIME, DESIRING HIM TO COME DOWN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT LEHONTI WOULD NOT; AND HE SENT AGAIN THE THIRD TIME. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN AMALICKIAH FOUND THAT HE COULD NOT GET LEHONTI TO COME DOWN OFF FROM THE MOUNT, HE WENT UP INTO THE MOUNT, NEARLY TO LEHONTI’S CAMP; AND HE SENT AGAIN THE FOURTH TIME HIS MESSAGE UNTO LEHONTI, DESIRING THAT HE WOULD COME DOWN, AND THAT HE WOULD BRING HIS GUARDS WITH HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN LEHONTI HAD COME DOWN WITH HIS GUARDS TO AMALICKIAH, THAT AMALICKIAH DESIRED HIM TO COME DOWN WITH HIS ARMY IN THE NIGHT-TIME, AND SURROUND THOSE MEN IN THEIR CAMPS OVER WHOM THE KING HAD GIVEN HIM COMMAND, AND THAT HE WOULD DELIVER THEM UP INTO LEHONTI’S HANDS, IF HE WOULD MAKE HIM (AMALICKIAH) A SECOND LEADER OVER THE WHOLE ARMY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT LEHONTI CAME DOWN WITH HIS MEN AND SURROUNDED THE MEN OF AMALICKIAH, SO THAT BEFORE THEY AWOKE AT THE DAWN OF DAY, THEY WERE SURROUNDED BY THE ARMIES OF LEHONTI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY SAW THAT THEY WERE SURROUNDED, THEY PLED WITH AMALICKIAH THAT HE WOULD SUFFER THEM TO FALL IN WITH THEIR BRETHREN, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE DESTROYED. NOW THIS WAS THE VERY THING WHICH AMALICKIAH DESIRED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DELIVERED HIS MEN, CONTRARY TO THE COMMANDS OF THE KING. NOW THIS WAS THE THING THAT AMALICKIAH DESIRED, THAT HE MIGHT ACCOMPLISH HIS DESIGNS IN DETHRONING THE KING. NOW IT WAS THE CUSTOM AMONG THE LAMANITES, IF THEIR CHIEF LEADER WAS KILLED, TO APPOINT THE SECOND LEADER TO BE THEIR CHIEF LEADER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMALICKIAH CAUSED THAT ONE OF HIS SERVANTS SHOULD ADMINISTER POISON BY DEGREES TO LEHONTI, THAT HE DIED. NOW, WHEN LEHONTI WAS DEAD, THE LAMANITES APPOINTED AMALICKIAH TO BE THEIR LEADER AND THEIR CHIEF COMMANDER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMALICKIAH MARCHED WITH HIS ARMIES (FOR HE HAD GAINED HIS DESIRES) TO THE LAND OF NEPHI, TO THE CITY OF NEPHI, WHICH WAS THE CHIEF CITY. AND THE KING CAME OUT TO MEET HIM WITH HIS GUARDS, FOR HE SUPPOSED THAT AMALICKIAH HAD FULFILLED HIS COMMANDS, AND THAT AMALICKIAH HAD GATHERED TOGETHER SO GREAT AN ARMY TO GO AGAINST THE NEPHITES TO BATTLE. BUT BEHOLD, AS THE KING CAME OUT TO MEET HIM AMALICKIAH CAUSED THAT HIS SERVANTS SHOULD GO FORTH TO MEET THE KING. AND THEY WENT AND BOWED THEMSELVES BEFORE THE KING, AS IF TO REVERENCE HIM BECAUSE OF HIS GREATNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE KING PUT FORTH HIS HAND TO RAISE THEM, AS WAS THE CUSTOM WITH THE LAMANITES, AS A TOKEN OF PEACE, WHICH CUSTOM THEY HAD TAKEN FROM THE NEPHITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN HE HAD RAISED THE FIRST FROM THE GROUND, BEHOLD HE STABBED THE KING TO THE HEART; AND HE FELL TO THE EARTH. NOW THE SERVANTS OF THE KING FLED; AND THE SERVANTS OF AMALICKIAH RAISED A CRY, SAYING: BEHOLD, THE SERVANTS OF THE KING HAVE STABBED HIM TO THE HEART, AND HE HAS FALLEN AND THEY HAVE FLED; BEHOLD, COME AND SEE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMALICKIAH COMMANDED THAT HIS ARMIES SHOULD MARCH FORTH AND SEE WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO THE KING; AND WHEN THEY HAD COME TO THE SPOT, AND FOUND THE KING LYING IN HIS GORE, AMALICKIAH PRETENDED TO BE WROTH, AND SAID: WHOSOEVER LOVED THE KING, LET HIM GO FORTH, AND PURSUE HIS SERVANTS THAT THEY MAY BE SLAIN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALL THEY WHO LOVED THE KING, WHEN THEY HEARD THESE WORDS, CAME FORTH AND PURSUED AFTER THE SERVANTS OF THE KING. NOW WHEN THE SERVANTS OF THE KING SAW AN ARMY PURSUING AFTER THEM, THEY WERE FRIGHTENED AGAIN, AND FLED INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND CAME OVER INTO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA AND JOINED THE PEOPLE OF AMMON. AND THE ARMY WHICH PURSUED AFTER THEM RETURNED, HAVING PURSUED AFTER THEM IN VAIN; AND THUS AMALICKIAH, BY HIS FRAUD, GAINED THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS ON THE MORROW HE ENTERED THE CITY NEPHI WITH HIS ARMIES, AND TOOK POSSESSION OF THE CITY. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE QUEEN, WHEN SHE HAD HEARD THAT THE KING WAS SLAIN—FOR AMALICKIAH HAD SENT AN EMBASSY TO THE QUEEN INFORMING HER THAT THE KING HAD BEEN SLAIN BY HIS SERVANTS, THAT HE HAD PURSUED THEM WITH HIS ARMY, BUT IT WAS IN VAIN, AND THEY HAD MADE THEIR ESCAPE—THEREFORE, WHEN THE QUEEN HAD RECEIVED THIS MESSAGE SHE SENT UNTO AMALICKIAH, DESIRING HIM THAT HE WOULD SPARE THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY; AND SHE ALSO DESIRED HIM THAT HE SHOULD COME IN UNTO HER; AND SHE ALSO DESIRED HIM THAT HE SHOULD BRING WITNESSES WITH HIM TO TESTIFY CONCERNING THE DEATH OF THE KING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMALICKIAH TOOK THE SAME SERVANT THAT SLEW THE KING, AND ALL THEM WHO WERE WITH HIM, AND WENT IN UNTO THE QUEEN, UNTO THE PLACE WHERE SHE SAT; AND THEY ALL TESTIFIED UNTO HER THAT THE KING WAS SLAIN BY HIS OWN SERVANTS; AND THEY SAID ALSO: THEY HAVE FLED; DOES NOT THIS TESTIFY AGAINST THEM? AND THUS, THEY SATISFIED THE QUEEN CONCERNING THE DEATH OF THE KING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMALICKIAH SOUGHT THE FAVOR OF THE QUEEN, AND TOOK HER UNTO HIM TO WIFE; AND THUS BY HIS FRAUD, AND BY THE ASSISTANCE OF HIS CUNNING SERVANTS, HE OBTAINED THE KINGDOM; YEA, HE WAS ACKNOWLEDGED KING THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND, AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE LAMANITES, WHO WERE COMPOSED OF THE LAMANITES AND THE LEMUELITES AND THE ISHMAELITES, AND ALL THE DISSENTERS OF THE NEPHITES, FROM THE REIGN OF NEPHI DOWN TO THE PRESENT TIME. NOW THESE DISSENTERS, HAVING THE SAME INSTRUCTION AND THE SAME INFORMATION OF THE NEPHITES, YEA, HAVING BEEN INSTRUCTED IN THE SAME KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD, NEVERTHELESS, IT IS STRANGE TO RELATE, NOT LONG AFTER THEIR DISSENSIONS THEY BECAME MORE HARDENED AND IMPENITENT, AND MORE WILD, WICKED AND FEROCIOUS THAN THE LAMANITES—DRINKING IN WITH THE TRADITIONS OF THE LAMANITES; GIVING WAY TO INDOLENCE, AND ALL MANNER OF LASCIVIOUSNESS; YEA, ENTIRELY FORGETTING THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT, AS SOON AS AMALICKIAH HAD OBTAINED THE KINGDOM HE BEGAN TO INSPIRE THE HEARTS OF THE LAMANITES AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI; YEA, HE DID APPOINT MEN TO SPEAK UNTO THE LAMANITES FROM THEIR TOWERS, AGAINST THE NEPHITES. AND THUS, HE DID INSPIRE THEIR HEARTS AGAINST THE NEPHITES, INSOMUCH THAT IN THE LATTER END OF THE NINETEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, HE HAVING ACCOMPLISHED HIS DESIGNS THUS FAR, YEA, HAVING BEEN MADE KING OVER THE LAMANITES, HE SOUGHT ALSO TO REIGN OVER ALL THE LAND, YEA, AND ALL THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE LAND, THE NEPHITES AS WELL AS THE LAMANITES. THEREFORE, HE HAD ACCOMPLISHED HIS DESIGN, FOR HE HAD HARDENED THE HEARTS OF THE LAMANITES AND BLINDED THEIR MINDS, AND STIRRED THEM UP TO ANGER, INSOMUCH THAT HE HAD GATHERED TOGETHER A NUMEROUS HOST TO GO TO BATTLE AGAINST THE NEPHITES. FOR HE WAS DETERMINED, BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THE NUMBER OF HIS PEOPLE, TO OVERPOWER THE NEPHITES AND TO BRING THEM INTO BONDAGE. AND THUS, HE DID APPOINT CHIEF CAPTAINS OF THE ZORAMITES, THEY BEING THE MOST ACQUAINTED WITH THE STRENGTH OF THE NEPHITES, AND THEIR PLACES OF RESORT, AND THE WEAKEST PARTS OF THEIR CITIES; THEREFORE, HE APPOINTED THEM TO BE CHIEF CAPTAINS OVER HIS ARMIES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY TOOK THEIR CAMP, AND MOVED FORTH TOWARD THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA IN THE WILDERNESS. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHILE AMALICKIAH HAD THUS BEEN OBTAINING POWER BY FRAUD AND DECEIT, MORONI, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAD BEEN PREPARING THE MINDS OF THE PEOPLE TO BE FAITHFUL UNTO THE LORD THEIR GOD. YEA, HE HAD BEEN STRENGTHENING THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES, AND ERECTING SMALL FORTS, OR PLACES OF RESORT; THROWING UP BANKS OF EARTH ROUND ABOUT TO ENCLOSE HIS ARMIES, AND ALSO BUILDING WALLS OF STONE TO ENCIRCLE THEM ABOUT, ROUND ABOUT THEIR CITIES AND THE BORDERS OF THEIR LANDS; YEA, ALL ROUND ABOUT THE LAND. AND IN THEIR WEAKEST FORTIFICATIONS HE DID PLACE THE GREATER NUMBER OF MEN; AND THUS, HE DID FORTIFY AND STRENGTHEN THE LAND WHICH WAS POSSESSED BY THE NEPHITES. AND THUS, HE WAS PREPARING TO SUPPORT THEIR LIBERTY, THEIR LANDS, THEIR WIVES, AND THEIR CHILDREN, AND THEIR PEACE, AND THAT THEY MIGHT LIVE UNTO THE LORD THEIR GOD, AND THAT THEY MIGHT MAINTAIN THAT WHICH WAS CALLED BY THEIR ENEMIES THE CAUSE OF CHRISTIANS. AND MORONI WAS A STRONG AND A MIGHTY MAN; HE WAS A MAN OF A PERFECT UNDERSTANDING; YEA, A MAN THAT DID NOT DELIGHT IN BLOODSHED; A MAN WHOSE SOUL DID JOY IN THE LIBERTY AND THE FREEDOM OF HIS COUNTRY, AND HIS BRETHREN FROM BONDAGE AND SLAVERY; YEA, A MAN WHOSE HEART DID SWELL WITH THANKSGIVING TO HIS GOD, FOR THE MANY PRIVILEGES AND BLESSINGS WHICH HE BESTOWED UPON HIS PEOPLE; A MAN WHO DID LABOR EXCEEDINGLY FOR THE WELFARE AND SAFETY OF HIS PEOPLE. YEA, AND HE WAS A MAN WHO WAS FIRM IN THE FAITH OF CHRIST, AND HE HAD SWORN WITH AN OATH TO DEFEND HIS PEOPLE, HIS RIGHTS, AND HIS COUNTRY, AND HIS RELIGION, EVEN TO THE LOSS OF HIS BLOOD. NOW THE NEPHITES WERE TAUGHT TO DEFEND THEMSELVES AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES, EVEN TO THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD IF IT WERE NECESSARY; YEA, AND THEY WERE ALSO TAUGHT NEVER TO GIVE AN OFFENSE, YEA, AND NEVER TO RAISE THE SWORD EXCEPT IT WERE AGAINST AN ENEMY, EXCEPT IT WERE TO PRESERVE THEIR LIVES. AND THIS WAS THEIR FAITH, THAT BY SO DOING GOD WOULD PROSPER THEM IN THE LAND, OR IN OTHER WORDS, IF THEY WERE FAITHFUL IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD THAT HE WOULD PROSPER THEM IN THE LAND; YEA, WARN THEM TO FLEE, OR TO PREPARE FOR WAR, ACCORDING TO THEIR DANGER; AND ALSO, THAT GOD WOULD MAKE IT KNOWN UNTO THEM WHITHER THEY SHOULD GO TO DEFEND THEMSELVES AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES, AND BY SO DOING, THE LORD WOULD DELIVER THEM; AND THIS WAS THE FAITH OF MORONI, AND HIS HEART DID GLORY IN IT; NOT IN THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD BUT IN DOING GOOD, IN PRESERVING HIS PEOPLE, YEA, IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, YEA, AND RESISTING INIQUITY. YEA, VERILY, VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, IF ALL MEN HAD BEEN, AND WERE, AND EVER WOULD BE, LIKE UNTO MORONI, BEHOLD, THE VERY POWERS OF HELL WOULD HAVE BEEN SHAKEN FOREVER; YEA, THE DEVIL WOULD NEVER HAVE POWER OVER THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN. BEHOLD, HE WAS A MAN LIKE UNTO AMMON, THE SON OF MOSIAH, YEA, AND EVEN THE OTHER SONS OF MOSIAH, YEA, AND ALSO ALMA AND HIS SONS, FOR THEY WERE ALL MEN OF GOD. NOW BEHOLD, HELAMAN AND HIS BRETHREN WERE NO LESS SERVICEABLE UNTO THE PEOPLE THAN WAS MORONI; FOR THEY DID PREACH THE WORD OF GOD, AND THEY DID BAPTIZE UNTO REPENTANCE ALL MEN WHOSOEVER WOULD HEARKEN UNTO THEIR WORDS. AND THUS, THEY WENT FORTH, AND THE PEOPLE DID HUMBLE THEMSELVES BECAUSE OF THEIR WORDS, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE HIGHLY FAVORED OF THE LORD, AND THUS THEY WERE FREE FROM WARS AND CONTENTIONS AMONG THEMSELVES, YEA, EVEN FOR THE SPACE OF FOUR YEARS. BUT, AS I HAVE SAID, IN THE LATTER END OF THE NINETEENTH YEAR, YEA, NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR PEACE AMONGST THEMSELVES, THEY WERE COMPELLED RELUCTANTLY TO CONTEND WITH THEIR BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES. YEA, AND IN FINE, THEIR WARS NEVER DID CEASE FOR THE SPACE OF MANY YEARS WITH THE LAMANITES, NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR MUCH RELUCTANCE. NOW, THEY WERE SORRY TO TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST THE LAMANITES, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT DELIGHT IN THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD; YEA, AND THIS WAS NOT ALL—THEY WERE SORRY TO BE THE MEANS OF SENDING SO MANY OF THEIR BRETHREN OUT OF THIS WORLD INTO AN ETERNAL WORLD, UNPREPARED TO MEET THEIR GOD. NEVERTHELESS, THEY COULD NOT SUFFER TO LAY DOWN THEIR LIVES, THAT THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN SHOULD BE MASSACRED BY THE BARBAROUS CRUELTY OF THOSE WHO WERE ONCE THEIR BRETHREN, YEA, AND HAD DISSENTED FROM THEIR CHURCH, AND HAD LEFT THEM AND HAD GONE TO DESTROY THEM BY JOINING THE LAMANITES. YEA, THEY COULD NOT BEAR THAT THEIR BRETHREN SHOULD REJOICE OVER THE BLOOD OF THE NEPHITES, SO LONG AS THERE WERE ANY WHO SHOULD KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, FOR THE PROMISE OF THE LORD WAS, IF THEY SHOULD KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS THEY SHOULD PROSPER IN THE LAND. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS IN THE ELEVENTH MONTH OF THE NINETEENTH YEAR, ON THE TENTH DAY OF THE MONTH, THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES WERE SEEN APPROACHING TOWARDS THE LAND OF AMMONIHAH. AND BEHOLD, THE CITY HAD BEEN REBUILT, AND MORONI HAD STATIONED AN ARMY BY THE BORDERS OF THE CITY, AND THEY HAD CAST UP DIRT ROUND ABOUT TO SHIELD THEM FROM THE ARROWS AND THE STONES OF THE LAMANITES; FOR BEHOLD, THEY FOUGHT WITH STONES AND WITH ARROWS. BEHOLD, I SAID THAT THE CITY OF AMMONIHAH HAD BEEN REBUILT. I SAY UNTO YOU, YEA, THAT IT WAS IN PART REBUILT; AND BECAUSE THE LAMANITES HAD DESTROYED IT ONCE BECAUSE OF THE INIQUITY OF THE PEOPLE, THEY SUPPOSED THAT IT WOULD AGAIN BECOME AN EASY PREY FOR THEM. BUT BEHOLD, HOW GREAT WAS THEIR DISAPPOINTMENT; FOR BEHOLD, THE NEPHITES HAD DUG UP A RIDGE OF EARTH ROUND ABOUT THEM, WHICH WAS SO HIGH THAT THE LAMANITES COULD NOT CAST THEIR STONES AND THEIR ARROWS AT THEM THAT THEY MIGHT TAKE EFFECT, NEITHER COULD THEY COME UPON THEM SAVE IT WAS BY THEIR PLACE OF ENTRANCE. NOW AT THIS TIME THE CHIEF CAPTAINS OF THE LAMANITES WERE ASTONISHED EXCEEDINGLY, BECAUSE OF THE WISDOM OF THE NEPHITES IN PREPARING THEIR PLACES OF SECURITY. NOW THE LEADERS OF THE LAMANITES HAD SUPPOSED, BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THEIR NUMBERS, YEA, THEY SUPPOSED THAT THEY SHOULD BE PRIVILEGED TO COME UPON THEM AS THEY HAD HITHERTO DONE; YEA, AND THEY HAD ALSO PREPARED THEMSELVES WITH SHIELDS, AND WITH BREASTPLATES; AND THEY HAD ALSO PREPARED THEMSELVES WITH GARMENTS OF SKINS, YEA, VERY THICK GARMENTS TO COVER THEIR NAKEDNESS. AND BEING THUS PREPARED THEY SUPPOSED THAT THEY SHOULD EASILY OVERPOWER AND SUBJECT THEIR BRETHREN TO THE YOKE OF BONDAGE, OR SLAY AND MASSACRE THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR PLEASURE. BUT BEHOLD, TO THEIR UTTERMOST ASTONISHMENT, THEY WERE PREPARED FOR THEM, IN A MANNER WHICH NEVER HAD BEEN KNOWN AMONG THE CHILDREN OF LEHI. NOW THEY WERE PREPARED FOR THE LAMANITES, TO BATTLE AFTER THE MANNER OF THE INSTRUCTIONS OF MORONI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES, OR THE AMALICKIAHITES, WERE EXCEEDINGLY ASTONISHED AT THEIR MANNER OF PREPARATION FOR WAR. NOW, IF KING AMALICKIAH HAD COME DOWN OUT OF THE LAND OF NEPHI, AT THE HEAD OF HIS ARMY, PERHAPS HE WOULD HAVE CAUSED THE LAMANITES TO HAVE ATTACKED THE NEPHITES AT THE CITY OF AMMONIHAH; FOR BEHOLD, HE DID CARE NOT FOR THE BLOOD OF HIS PEOPLE. BUT BEHOLD, AMALICKIAH DID NOT COME DOWN HIMSELF TO BATTLE. AND BEHOLD, HIS CHIEF CAPTAINS DURST NOT ATTACK THE NEPHITES AT THE CITY OF AMMONIHAH, FOR MORONI HAD ALTERED THE MANAGEMENT OF AFFAIRS AMONG THE NEPHITES, INSOMUCH THAT THE LAMANITES WERE DISAPPOINTED IN THEIR PLACES OF RETREAT AND THEY COULD NOT COME UPON THEM. THEREFORE, THEY RETREATED INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND TOOK THEIR CAMP AND MARCHED TOWARDS THE LAND OF NOAH, SUPPOSING THAT TO BE THE NEXT BEST PLACE FOR THEM TO COME AGAINST THE NEPHITES. FOR THEY KNEW NOT THAT MORONI HAD FORTIFIED, OR HAD BUILT FORTS OF SECURITY, FOR EVERY CITY IN ALL THE LAND ROUND ABOUT; THEREFORE, THEY MARCHED FORWARD TO THE LAND OF NOAH WITH A FIRM DETERMINATION; YEA, THEIR CHIEF CAPTAINS CAME FORWARD AND TOOK AN OATH THAT THEY WOULD DESTROY THE PEOPLE OF THAT CITY. BUT BEHOLD, TO THEIR ASTONISHMENT, THE CITY OF NOAH, WHICH HAD HITHERTO BEEN A WEAK PLACE, HAD NOW, BY THE MEANS OF MORONI, BECOME STRONG, YEA, EVEN TO EXCEED THE STRENGTH OF THE CITY AMMONIHAH. AND NOW, BEHOLD, THIS WAS WISDOM IN MORONI; FOR HE HAD SUPPOSED THAT THEY WOULD BE FRIGHTENED AT THE CITY AMMONIHAH; AND AS THE CITY OF NOAH HAD HITHERTO BEEN THE WEAKEST PART OF THE LAND, THEREFORE THEY WOULD MARCH THITHER TO BATTLE; AND THUS, IT WAS ACCORDING TO HIS DESIRES. AND BEHOLD, MORONI HAD APPOINTED LEHI TO BE CHIEF CAPTAIN OVER THE MEN OF THAT CITY; AND IT WAS THAT SAME LEHI WHO FOUGHT WITH THE LAMANITES IN THE VALLEY ON THE EAST OF THE RIVER SIDON. AND NOW BEHOLD IT CAME TO PASS, THAT WHEN THE LAMANITES HAD FOUND THAT LEHI COMMANDED THE CITY, THEY WERE AGAIN DISAPPOINTED, FOR THEY FEARED LEHI EXCEEDINGLY; NEVERTHELESS, THEIR CHIEF CAPTAINS HAD SWORN WITH AN OATH TO ATTACK THE CITY; THEREFORE, THEY BROUGHT UP THEIR ARMIES. NOW BEHOLD, THE LAMANITES COULD NOT GET INTO THEIR FORTS OF SECURITY BY ANY OTHER WAY SAVE BY THE ENTRANCE, BECAUSE OF THE HIGHNESS OF THE BANK WHICH HAD BEEN THROWN UP, AND THE DEPTH OF THE DITCH WHICH HAD BEEN DUG ROUND ABOUT, SAVE IT WERE BY THE ENTRANCE. AND THUS, WERE THE NEPHITES PREPARED TO DESTROY ALL SUCH AS SHOULD ATTEMPT TO CLIMB UP TO ENTER THE FORT BY ANY OTHER WAY, BY CASTING OVER STONES AND ARROWS AT THEM. THUS, THEY WERE PREPARED, YEA, A BODY OF THEIR STRONGEST MEN, WITH THEIR SWORDS AND THEIR SLINGS, TO SMITE DOWN ALL WHO SHOULD ATTEMPT TO COME INTO THEIR PLACE OF SECURITY BY THE PLACE OF ENTRANCE; AND THUS, WERE THEY PREPARED TO DEFEND THEMSELVES AGAINST THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE CAPTAINS OF THE LAMANITES BROUGHT UP THEIR ARMIES BEFORE THE PLACE OF ENTRANCE, AND BEGAN TO CONTEND WITH THE NEPHITES, TO GET INTO THEIR PLACE OF SECURITY; BUT BEHOLD, THEY WERE DRIVEN BACK FROM TIME TO TIME, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE SLAIN WITH AN IMMENSE SLAUGHTER. NOW WHEN THEY FOUND THAT THEY COULD NOT OBTAIN POWER OVER THE NEPHITES BY THE PASS, THEY BEGAN TO DIG DOWN THEIR BANKS OF EARTH THAT THEY MIGHT OBTAIN A PASS TO THEIR ARMIES, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE AN EQUAL CHANCE TO FIGHT; BUT BEHOLD, IN THESE ATTEMPTS THEY WERE SWEPT OFF BY THE STONES AND ARROWS WHICH WERE THROWN AT THEM; AND INSTEAD OF FILLING UP THEIR DITCHES BY PULLING DOWN THE BANKS OF EARTH, THEY WERE FILLED UP IN A MEASURE WITH THEIR DEAD AND WOUNDED BODIES. THUS, THE NEPHITES HAD ALL POWER OVER THEIR ENEMIES; AND THUS, THE LAMANITES DID ATTEMPT TO DESTROY THE NEPHITES UNTIL THEIR CHIEF CAPTAINS WERE ALL SLAIN; YEA, AND MORE THAN A THOUSAND OF THE LAMANITES WERE SLAIN; WHILE, ON THE OTHER HAND, THERE WAS NOT A SINGLE SOUL OF THE NEPHITES WHICH WAS SLAIN. THERE WERE ABOUT FIFTY WHO WERE WOUNDED, WHO HAD BEEN EXPOSED TO THE ARROWS OF THE LAMANITES THROUGH THE PASS, BUT THEY WERE SHIELDED BY THEIR SHIELDS, AND THEIR BREASTPLATES, AND THEIR HEAD-PLATES, INSOMUCH THAT THEIR WOUNDS WERE UPON THEIR LEGS, MANY OF WHICH WERE VERY SEVERE. AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT WHEN THE LAMANITES SAW THAT THEIR CHIEF CAPTAINS WERE ALL SLAIN, THEY FLED INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY RETURNED TO THE LAND OF NEPHI, TO INFORM THEIR KING, AMALICKIAH, WHO WAS A NEPHITE BY BIRTH, CONCERNING THEIR GREAT LOSS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY ANGRY WITH HIS PEOPLE, BECAUSE HE HAD NOT OBTAINED HIS DESIRE OVER THE NEPHITES; HE HAD NOT SUBJECTED THEM TO THE YOKE OF BONDAGE. YEA, HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY WROTH, AND HE DID CURSE GOD, AND ALSO MORONI, SWEARING WITH AN OATH THAT HE WOULD DRINK HIS BLOOD; AND THIS BECAUSE MORONI HAD KEPT THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD IN PREPARING FOR THE SAFETY OF HIS PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT ON THE OTHER HAND, THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI DID THANK THE LORD THEIR GOD, BECAUSE OF HIS MATCHLESS POWER IN DELIVERING THEM FROM THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES. AND THUS, ENDED THE NINETEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. YEA, AND THERE WAS CONTINUAL PEACE AMONG THEM, AND EXCEEDINGLY GREAT PROSPERITY IN THE CHURCH BECAUSE OF THEIR HEED AND DILIGENCE WHICH THEY GAVE UNTO THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH WAS DECLARED UNTO THEM BY HELAMAN, AND SHIBLON, AND CORIANTON, AND AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN, YEA, AND BY ALL THOSE WHO HAD BEEN ORDAINED BY THE HOLY ORDER OF GOD, BEING BAPTIZED UNTO REPENTANCE, AND SENT FORTH TO PREACH AMONG THE PEOPLE.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI DID NOT STOP MAKING PREPARATIONS FOR WAR, OR TO DEFEND HIS PEOPLE AGAINST THE LAMANITES; FOR HE CAUSED THAT HIS ARMIES SHOULD COMMENCE IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE TWENTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, THAT THEY SHOULD COMMENCE IN DIGGING UP HEAPS OF EARTH ROUND ABOUT ALL THE CITIES, THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND WHICH WAS POSSESSED BY THE NEPHITES. AND UPON THE TOP OF THESE RIDGES OF EARTH HE CAUSED THAT THERE SHOULD BE TIMBERS, YEA, WORKS OF TIMBERS BUILT UP TO THE HEIGHT OF A MAN, ROUND ABOUT THE CITIES. AND HE CAUSED THAT UPON THOSE WORKS OF TIMBERS THERE SHOULD BE A FRAME OF PICKETS BUILT UPON THE TIMBERS ROUND ABOUT; AND THEY WERE STRONG AND HIGH. AND HE CAUSED TOWERS TO BE ERECTED THAT OVERLOOKED THOSE WORKS OF PICKETS, AND HE CAUSED PLACES OF SECURITY TO BE BUILT UPON THOSE TOWERS, THAT THE STONES AND THE ARROWS OF THE LAMANITES COULD NOT HURT THEM. AND THEY WERE PREPARED THAT THEY COULD CAST STONES FROM THE TOP THEREOF, ACCORDING TO THEIR PLEASURE AND THEIR STRENGTH, AND SLAY HIM WHO SHOULD ATTEMPT TO APPROACH NEAR THE WALLS OF THE CITY. THUS, MORONI DID PREPARE STRONGHOLDS AGAINST THE COMING OF THEIR ENEMIES, ROUND ABOUT EVERY CITY IN ALL THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI CAUSED THAT HIS ARMIES SHOULD GO FORTH INTO THE EAST WILDERNESS; YEA, AND THEY WENT FORTH AND DROVE ALL THE LAMANITES WHO WERE IN THE EAST WILDERNESS INTO THEIR OWN LANDS, WHICH WERE SOUTH OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. AND THE LAND OF NEPHI DID RUN IN A STRAIGHT COURSE FROM THE EAST SEA TO THE WEST. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN MORONI HAD DRIVEN ALL THE LAMANITES OUT OF THE EAST WILDERNESS, WHICH WAS NORTH OF THE LANDS OF THEIR OWN POSSESSIONS, HE CAUSED THAT THE INHABITANTS WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA AND IN THE LAND ROUND ABOUT SHOULD GO FORTH INTO THE EAST WILDERNESS, EVEN TO THE BORDERS BY THE SEASHORE, AND POSSESS THE LAND. AND HE ALSO PLACED ARMIES ON THE SOUTH, IN THE BORDERS OF THEIR POSSESSIONS, AND CAUSED THEM TO ERECT FORTIFICATIONS THAT THEY MIGHT SECURE THEIR ARMIES AND THEIR PEOPLE FROM THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES. AND THUS, HE CUT OFF ALL THE STRONGHOLDS OF THE LAMANITES IN THE EAST WILDERNESS, YEA, AND ALSO ON THE WEST, FORTIFYING THE LINE BETWEEN THE NEPHITES AND THE LAMANITES, BETWEEN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA AND THE LAND OF NEPHI, FROM THE WEST SEA, RUNNING BY THE HEAD OF THE RIVER SIDON—THE NEPHITES POSSESSING ALL THE LAND NORTHWARD, YEA, EVEN ALL THE LAND WHICH WAS NORTHWARD OF THE LAND BOUNTIFUL, ACCORDING TO THEIR PLEASURE. THUS MORONI, WITH HIS ARMIES, WHICH DID INCREASE DAILY BECAUSE OF THE ASSURANCE OF PROTECTION WHICH HIS WORKS DID BRING FORTH UNTO THEM, DID SEEK TO CUT OFF THE STRENGTH AND THE POWER OF THE LAMANITES FROM OFF THE LANDS OF THEIR POSSESSIONS, THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE NO POWER UPON THE LANDS OF THEIR POSSESSION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE NEPHITES BEGAN THE FOUNDATION OF A CITY, AND THEY CALLED THE NAME OF THE CITY MORONI; AND IT WAS BY THE EAST SEA; AND IT WAS ON THE SOUTH BY THE LINE OF THE POSSESSIONS OF THE LAMANITES. AND THEY ALSO BEGAN A FOUNDATION FOR A CITY BETWEEN THE CITY OF MORONI AND THE CITY OF AARON, JOINING THE BORDERS OF AARON AND MORONI; AND THEY CALLED THE NAME OF THE CITY, OR THE LAND, NEPHIHAH. AND THEY ALSO BEGAN IN THAT SAME YEAR TO BUILD MANY CITIES ON THE NORTH, ONE IN A PARTICULAR MANNER WHICH THEY CALLED LEHI, WHICH WAS IN THE NORTH BY THE BORDERS OF THE SEASHORE. AND THUS, ENDED THE TWENTIETH YEAR. AND IN THESE PROSPEROUS CIRCUMSTANCES WERE THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE TWENTY AND FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND THEY DID PROSPER EXCEEDINGLY, AND THEY BECAME EXCEEDINGLY RICH; YEA, AND THEY DID MULTIPLY AND WAX STRONG IN THE LAND. AND THUS WE SEE HOW MERCIFUL AND JUST ARE ALL THE DEALINGS OF THE LORD, TO THE FULFILLING OF ALL HIS WORDS UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN; YEA, WE CAN BEHOLD THAT HIS WORDS ARE VERIFIED, EVEN AT THIS TIME, WHICH HE SPAKE UNTO LEHI, SAYING: BLESSED ART THOU AND THY CHILDREN; AND THEY SHALL BE BLESSED, INASMUCH AS THEY SHALL KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS THEY SHALL PROSPER IN THE LAND. BUT REMEMBER, INASMUCH AS THEY WILL NOT KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS THEY SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. AND WE SEE THAT THESE PROMISES HAVE BEEN VERIFIED TO THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI; FOR IT HAS BEEN THEIR QUARRELINGS AND THEIR CONTENTIONS, YEA, THEIR MURDERINGS, AND THEIR PLUNDERINGS, THEIR IDOLATRY, THEIR WHOREDOMS, AND THEIR ABOMINATIONS, WHICH WERE AMONG THEMSELVES, WHICH BROUGHT UPON THEM THEIR WARS AND THEIR DESTRUCTIONS. AND THOSE WHO WERE FAITHFUL IN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD WERE DELIVERED AT ALL TIMES, WHILST THOUSANDS OF THEIR WICKED BRETHREN HAVE BEEN CONSIGNED TO BONDAGE, OR TO PERISH BY THE SWORD, OR TO DWINDLE IN UNBELIEF, AND MINGLE WITH THE LAMANITES. BUT BEHOLD THERE NEVER WAS A HAPPIER TIME AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, SINCE THE DAYS OF NEPHI, THAN IN THE DAYS OF MORONI, YEA, EVEN AT THIS TIME, IN THE TWENTY AND FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE TWENTY AND SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES ALSO ENDED IN PEACE; YEA, AND ALSO THE TWENTY AND THIRD YEAR. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE TWENTY AND FOURTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, THERE WOULD ALSO HAVE BEEN PEACE AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR A CONTENTION WHICH TOOK PLACE AMONG THEM CONCERNING THE LAND OF LEHI, AND THE LAND OF MORIANTON, WHICH JOINED UPON THE BORDERS OF LEHI; BOTH OF WHICH WERE ON THE BORDERS BY THE SEASHORE. FOR BEHOLD, THE PEOPLE WHO POSSESSED THE LAND OF MORIANTON DID CLAIM A PART OF THE LAND OF LEHI; THEREFORE, THERE BEGAN TO BE A WARM CONTENTION BETWEEN THEM, INSOMUCH THAT THE PEOPLE OF MORIANTON TOOK UP ARMS AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN, AND THEY WERE DETERMINED BY THE SWORD TO SLAY THEM. BUT BEHOLD, THE PEOPLE WHO POSSESSED THE LAND OF LEHI FLED TO THE CAMP OF MORONI, AND APPEALED UNTO HIM FOR ASSISTANCE; FOR BEHOLD THEY WERE NOT IN THE WRONG. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE PEOPLE OF MORIANTON, WHO WERE LED BY A MAN WHOSE NAME WAS MORIANTON, FOUND THAT THE PEOPLE OF LEHI HAD FLED TO THE CAMP OF MORONI, THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY FEARFUL LEST THE ARMY OF MORONI SHOULD COME UPON THEM AND DESTROY THEM. THEREFORE, MORIANTON PUT IT INTO THEIR HEARTS THAT THEY SHOULD FLEE TO THE LAND WHICH WAS NORTHWARD, WHICH WAS COVERED WITH LARGE BODIES OF WATER, AND TAKE POSSESSION OF THE LAND WHICH WAS NORTHWARD. AND BEHOLD, THEY WOULD HAVE CARRIED THIS PLAN INTO EFFECT, (WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN A CAUSE TO HAVE BEEN LAMENTED) BUT BEHOLD, MORIANTON BEING A MAN OF MUCH PASSION, THEREFORE HE WAS ANGRY WITH ONE OF HIS MAID SERVANTS, AND HE FELL UPON HER AND BEAT HER MUCH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SHE FLED, AND CAME OVER TO THE CAMP OF MORONI, AND TOLD MORONI ALL THINGS CONCERNING THE MATTER, AND ALSO CONCERNING THEIR INTENTIONS TO FLEE INTO THE LAND NORTHWARD. NOW BEHOLD, THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE LAND BOUNTIFUL, OR RATHER MORONI, FEARED THAT THEY WOULD HEARKEN TO THE WORDS OF MORIANTON AND UNITE WITH HIS PEOPLE, AND THUS HE WOULD OBTAIN POSSESSION OF THOSE PARTS OF THE LAND, WHICH WOULD LAY A FOUNDATION FOR SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, YEA, WHICH CONSEQUENCES WOULD LEAD TO THE OVERTHROW OF THEIR LIBERTY. THEREFORE, MORONI SENT AN ARMY, WITH THEIR CAMP, TO HEAD THE PEOPLE OF MORIANTON, TO STOP THEIR FLIGHT INTO THE LAND NORTHWARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID NOT HEAD THEM UNTIL THEY HAD COME TO THE BORDERS OF THE LAND DESOLATION; AND THERE THEY DID HEAD THEM, BY THE NARROW PASS WHICH LED BY THE SEA INTO THE LAND NORTHWARD, YEA, BY THE SEA, ON THE WEST AND ON THE EAST. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ARMY WHICH WAS SENT BY MORONI, WHICH WAS LED BY A MAN WHOSE NAME WAS TEANCUM, DID MEET THE PEOPLE OF MORIANTON; AND SO STUBBORN WERE THE PEOPLE OF MORIANTON, (BEING INSPIRED BY HIS WICKEDNESS AND HIS FLATTERING WORDS) THAT A BATTLE COMMENCED BETWEEN THEM, IN THE WHICH TEANCUM DID SLAY MORIANTON AND DEFEAT HIS ARMY, AND TOOK THEM PRISONERS, AND RETURNED TO THE CAMP OF MORONI. AND THUS, ENDED THE TWENTY AND FOURTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND THUS, WERE THE PEOPLE OF MORIANTON BROUGHT BACK. AND UPON THEIR COVENANTING TO KEEP THE PEACE THEY WERE RESTORED TO THE LAND OF MORIANTON, AND A UNION TOOK PLACE BETWEEN THEM AND THE PEOPLE OF LEHI; AND THEY WERE ALSO RESTORED TO THEIR LANDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE SAME YEAR THAT THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI HAD PEACE RESTORED UNTO THEM, THAT NEPHIHAH, THE SECOND CHIEF JUDGE, DIED, HAVING FILLED THE JUDGMENT-SEAT WITH PERFECT UPRIGHTNESS BEFORE GOD. NEVERTHELESS, HE HAD REFUSED ALMA TO TAKE POSSESSION OF THOSE RECORDS AND THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE ESTEEMED BY ALMA AND HIS FATHERS TO BE MOST SACRED; THEREFORE, ALMA HAD CONFERRED THEM UPON HIS SON, HELAMAN. BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE SON OF NEPHIHAH WAS APPOINTED TO FILL THE JUDGMENT-SEAT, IN THE STEAD OF HIS FATHER; YEA, HE WAS APPOINTED CHIEF JUDGE AND GOVERNOR OVER THE PEOPLE, WITH AN OATH AND SACRED ORDINANCE TO JUDGE RIGHTEOUSLY, AND TO KEEP THE PEACE AND THE FREEDOM OF THE PEOPLE, AND TO GRANT UNTO THEM THEIR SACRED PRIVILEGES TO WORSHIP THE LORD THEIR GOD, YEA, TO SUPPORT AND MAINTAIN THE CAUSE OF GOD ALL HIS DAYS, AND TO BRING THE WICKED TO JUSTICE ACCORDING TO THEIR CRIME. NOW BEHOLD, HIS NAME WAS PAHORAN. AND PAHORAN DID FILL THE SEAT OF HIS FATHER, AND DID COMMENCE HIS REIGN IN THE END OF THE TWENTY AND FOURTH YEAR, OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. 
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE TWENTY AND FIFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, THEY HAVING ESTABLISHED PEACE BETWEEN THE PEOPLE OF LEHI AND THE PEOPLE OF MORIANTON CONCERNING THEIR LANDS, AND HAVING COMMENCED THE TWENTY AND FIFTH YEAR IN PEACE; NEVERTHELESS, THEY DID NOT LONG MAINTAIN AN ENTIRE PEACE IN THE LAND, FOR THERE BEGAN TO BE A CONTENTION AMONG THE PEOPLE CONCERNING THE CHIEF JUDGE PAHORAN; FOR BEHOLD, THERE WERE A PART OF THE PEOPLE WHO DESIRED THAT A FEW PARTICULAR POINTS OF THE LAW SHOULD BE ALTERED. BUT BEHOLD, PAHORAN WOULD NOT ALTER NOR SUFFER THE LAW TO BE ALTERED; THEREFORE, HE DID NOT HEARKEN TO THOSE WHO HAD SENT IN THEIR VOICES WITH THEIR PETITIONS CONCERNING THE ALTERING OF THE LAW. THEREFORE, THOSE WHO WERE DESIROUS THAT THE LAW SHOULD BE ALTERED WERE ANGRY WITH HIM, AND DESIRED THAT HE SHOULD NO LONGER BE CHIEF JUDGE OVER THE LAND; THEREFORE, THERE AROSE A WARM DISPUTE CONCERNING THE MATTER, BUT NOT UNTO BLOODSHED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THOSE WHO WERE DESIROUS THAT PAHORAN SHOULD BE DETHRONED FROM THE JUDGMENT-SEAT WERE CALLED KING-MEN, FOR THEY WERE DESIROUS THAT THE LAW SHOULD BE ALTERED IN A MANNER TO OVERTHROW THE FREE GOVERNMENT AND TO ESTABLISH A KING OVER THE LAND. AND THOSE WHO WERE DESIROUS THAT PAHORAN SHOULD REMAIN CHIEF JUDGE OVER THE LAND TOOK UPON THEM THE NAME OF FREEMEN; AND THUS, WAS THE DIVISION AMONG THEM, FOR THE FREEMEN HAD SWORN OR COVENANTED TO MAINTAIN THEIR RIGHTS AND THE PRIVILEGES OF THEIR RELIGION BY A FREE GOVERNMENT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THIS MATTER OF THEIR CONTENTION WAS SETTLED BY THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE CAME IN FAVOR OF THE FREEMEN, AND PAHORAN RETAINED THE JUDGMENT-SEAT, WHICH CAUSED MUCH REJOICING AMONG THE BRETHREN OF PAHORAN AND ALSO MANY OF THE PEOPLE OF LIBERTY, WHO ALSO PUT THE KING-MEN TO SILENCE, THAT THEY DURST NOT OPPOSE BUT WERE OBLIGED TO MAINTAIN THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM. NOW THOSE WHO WERE IN FAVOR OF KINGS WERE THOSE OF HIGH BIRTH, AND THEY SOUGHT TO BE KINGS; AND THEY WERE SUPPORTED BY THOSE WHO SOUGHT POWER AND AUTHORITY OVER THE PEOPLE. BUT BEHOLD, THIS WAS A CRITICAL TIME FOR SUCH CONTENTIONS TO BE AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI; FOR BEHOLD, AMALICKIAH HAD AGAIN STIRRED UP THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE LAMANITES AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES, AND HE WAS GATHERING TOGETHER SOLDIERS FROM ALL PARTS OF HIS LAND, AND ARMING THEM, AND PREPARING FOR WAR WITH ALL DILIGENCE; FOR HE HAD SWORN TO DRINK THE BLOOD OF MORONI. BUT BEHOLD, WE SHALL SEE THAT HIS PROMISE WHICH HE MADE WAS RASH; NEVERTHELESS, HE DID PREPARE HIMSELF AND HIS ARMIES TO COME TO BATTLE AGAINST THE NEPHITES. NOW HIS ARMIES WERE NOT SO GREAT AS THEY HAD HITHERTO BEEN, BECAUSE OF THE MANY THOUSANDS WHO HAD BEEN SLAIN BY THE HAND OF THE NEPHITES; BUT NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR GREAT LOSS, AMALICKIAH HAD GATHERED TOGETHER A WONDERFULLY GREAT ARMY, INSOMUCH THAT HE FEARED NOT TO COME DOWN TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. YEA, EVEN AMALICKIAH DID HIMSELF COME DOWN, AT THE HEAD OF THE LAMANITES. AND IT WAS IN THE TWENTY AND FIFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES; AND IT WAS AT THE SAME TIME THAT THEY HAD BEGUN TO SETTLE THE AFFAIRS OF THEIR CONTENTIONS CONCERNING THE CHIEF JUDGE, PAHORAN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE MEN WHO WERE CALLED KING-MEN HAD HEARD THAT THE LAMANITES WERE COMING DOWN TO BATTLE AGAINST THEM, THEY WERE GLAD IN THEIR HEARTS; AND THEY REFUSED TO TAKE UP ARMS, FOR THEY WERE SO WROTH WITH THE CHIEF JUDGE, AND ALSO WITH THE PEOPLE OF LIBERTY, THAT THEY WOULD NOT TAKE UP ARMS TO DEFEND THEIR COUNTRY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN MORONI SAW THIS, AND ALSO SAW THAT THE LAMANITES WERE COMING INTO THE BORDERS OF THE LAND, HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY WROTH BECAUSE OF THE STUBBORNNESS OF THOSE PEOPLE WHOM HE HAD LABORED WITH SO MUCH DILIGENCE TO PRESERVE; YEA, HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY WROTH; HIS SOUL WAS FILLED WITH ANGER AGAINST THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE SENT A PETITION, WITH THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE, UNTO THE GOVERNOR OF THE LAND, DESIRING THAT HE SHOULD READ IT, AND GIVE HIM (MORONI) POWER TO COMPEL THOSE DISSENTERS TO DEFEND THEIR COUNTRY OR TO PUT THEM TO DEATH. FOR IT WAS HIS FIRST CARE TO PUT AN END TO SUCH CONTENTIONS AND DISSENSIONS AMONG THE PEOPLE; FOR BEHOLD, THIS HAD BEEN HITHERTO A CAUSE OF ALL THEIR DESTRUCTION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IT WAS GRANTED ACCORDING TO THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI COMMANDED THAT HIS ARMY SHOULD GO AGAINST THOSE KING-MEN, TO PULL DOWN THEIR PRIDE AND THEIR NOBILITY AND LEVEL THEM WITH THE EARTH, OR THEY SHOULD TAKE UP ARMS AND SUPPORT THE CAUSE OF LIBERTY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ARMIES DID MARCH FORTH AGAINST THEM; AND THEY DID PULL DOWN THEIR PRIDE AND THEIR NOBILITY, INSOMUCH THAT AS THEY DID LIFT THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR TO FIGHT AGAINST THE MEN OF MORONI THEY WERE HEWN DOWN AND LEVELED TO THE EARTH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE FOUR THOUSAND OF THOSE DISSENTERS WHO WERE HEWN DOWN BY THE SWORD; AND THOSE OF THEIR LEADERS WHO WERE NOT SLAIN IN BATTLE WERE TAKEN AND CAST INTO PRISON, FOR THERE WAS NO TIME FOR THEIR TRIALS AT THIS PERIOD. AND THE REMAINDER OF THOSE DISSENTERS, RATHER THAN BE SMITTEN DOWN TO THE EARTH BY THE SWORD, YIELDED TO THE STANDARD OF LIBERTY, AND WERE COMPELLED TO HOIST THE TITLE OF LIBERTY UPON THEIR TOWERS, AND IN THEIR CITIES, AND TO TAKE UP ARMS IN DEFENCE OF THEIR COUNTRY. AND THUS, MORONI PUT AN END TO THOSE KING-MEN, THAT THERE WERE NOT ANY KNOWN BY THE APPELLATION OF KING-MEN; AND THUS, HE PUT AN END TO THE STUBBORNNESS AND THE PRIDE OF THOSE PEOPLE WHO PROFESSED THE BLOOD OF NOBILITY; BUT THEY WERE BROUGHT DOWN TO HUMBLE THEMSELVES LIKE UNTO THEIR BRETHREN, AND TO FIGHT VALIANTLY FOR THEIR FREEDOM FROM BONDAGE. BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHILE MORONI WAS THUS BREAKING DOWN THE WARS AND CONTENTIONS AMONG HIS OWN PEOPLE, AND SUBJECTING THEM TO PEACE AND CIVILIZATION, AND MAKING REGULATIONS TO PREPARE FOR WAR AGAINST THE LAMANITES, BEHOLD, THE LAMANITES HAD COME INTO THE LAND OF MORONI, WHICH WAS IN THE BORDERS BY THE SEASHORE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE NEPHITES WERE NOT SUFFICIENTLY STRONG IN THE CITY OF MORONI; THEREFORE, AMALICKIAH DID DRIVE THEM, SLAYING MANY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMALICKIAH TOOK POSSESSION OF THE CITY, YEA, POSSESSION OF ALL THEIR FORTIFICATIONS. AND THOSE WHO FLED OUT OF THE CITY OF MORONI CAME TO THE CITY OF NEPHIHAH; AND ALSO, THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LEHI GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND MADE PREPARATIONS AND WERE READY TO RECEIVE THE LAMANITES TO BATTLE. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMALICKIAH WOULD NOT SUFFER THE LAMANITES TO GO AGAINST THE CITY OF NEPHIHAH TO BATTLE, BUT KEPT THEM DOWN BY THE SEASHORE, LEAVING MEN IN EVERY CITY TO MAINTAIN AND DEFEND IT. AND THUS, HE WENT ON, TAKING POSSESSION OF MANY CITIES, THE CITY OF NEPHIHAH, AND THE CITY OF LEHI, AND THE CITY OF MORIANTON, AND THE CITY OF OMNER, AND THE CITY OF GID, AND THE CITY OF MULEK, ALL OF WHICH WERE ON THE EAST BORDERS BY THE SEASHORE. AND THUS, HAD THE LAMANITES OBTAINED, BY THE CUNNING OF AMALICKIAH, SO MANY CITIES, BY THEIR NUMBERLESS HOSTS, ALL OF WHICH WERE STRONGLY FORTIFIED AFTER THE MANNER OF THE FORTIFICATIONS OF MORONI; ALL OF WHICH AFFORDED STRONGHOLDS FOR THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY MARCHED TO THE BORDERS OF THE LAND BOUNTIFUL, DRIVING THE NEPHITES BEFORE THEM AND SLAYING MANY. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE MET BY TEANCUM, WHO HAD SLAIN MORIANTON AND HAD HEADED HIS PEOPLE IN HIS FLIGHT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE HEADED AMALICKIAH ALSO, AS HE WAS MARCHING FORTH WITH HIS NUMEROUS ARMY THAT HE MIGHT TAKE POSSESSION OF THE LAND BOUNTIFUL, AND ALSO THE LAND NORTHWARD. BUT BEHOLD HE MET WITH A DISAPPOINTMENT BY BEING REPULSED BY TEANCUM AND HIS MEN, FOR THEY WERE GREAT WARRIORS; FOR EVERY MAN OF TEANCUM DID EXCEED THE LAMANITES IN THEIR STRENGTH AND IN THEIR SKILL OF WAR, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID GAIN ADVANTAGE OVER THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID HARASS THEM, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID SLAY THEM EVEN UNTIL IT WAS DARK. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT TEANCUM AND HIS MEN DID PITCH THEIR TENTS IN THE BORDERS OF THE LAND BOUNTIFUL; AND AMALICKIAH DID PITCH HIS TENTS IN THE BORDERS ON THE BEACH BY THE SEASHORE, AND AFTER THIS MANNER, WERE THEY DRIVEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE NIGHT HAD COME, TEANCUM AND HIS SERVANT STOLE FORTH AND WENT OUT BY NIGHT, AND WENT INTO THE CAMP OF AMALICKIAH; AND BEHOLD, SLEEP HAD OVERPOWERED THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR MUCH FATIGUE, WHICH WAS CAUSED BY THE LABORS AND HEAT OF THE DAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT TEANCUM STOLE PRIVILY INTO THE TENT OF THE KING, AND PUT A JAVELIN TO HIS HEART; AND HE DID CAUSE THE DEATH OF THE KING IMMEDIATELY THAT HE DID NOT AWAKE HIS SERVANTS. AND HE RETURNED AGAIN PRIVILY TO HIS OWN CAMP, AND BEHOLD, HIS MEN WERE ASLEEP, AND HE AWOKE THEM AND TOLD THEM ALL THE THINGS THAT HE HAD DONE. AND HE CAUSED THAT HIS ARMIES SHOULD STAND IN READINESS, LEST THE LAMANITES HAD AWAKENED AND SHOULD COME UPON THEM. AND THUS, ENDETH THE TWENTY AND FIFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI; AND THUS, ENDETH THE DAYS OF AMALICKIAH. 
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AND NOW, IT CAME TO PASS IN THE TWENTY AND SIXTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, BEHOLD, WHEN THE LAMANITES AWOKE ON THE FIRST MORNING OF THE FIRST MONTH, BEHOLD, THEY FOUND AMALICKIAH WAS DEAD IN HIS OWN TENT; AND THEY ALSO SAW THAT TEANCUM WAS READY TO GIVE THEM BATTLE ON THAT DAY. AND NOW, WHEN THE LAMANITES SAW THIS THEY WERE AFFRIGHTED; AND THEY ABANDONED THEIR DESIGN IN MARCHING INTO THE LAND NORTHWARD, AND RETREATED WITH ALL THEIR ARMY INTO THE CITY OF MULEK, AND SOUGHT PROTECTION IN THEIR FORTIFICATIONS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE BROTHER OF AMALICKIAH WAS APPOINTED KING OVER THE PEOPLE; AND HIS NAME WAS AMMORON; THUS, KING AMMORON, THE BROTHER OF KING AMALICKIAH, WAS APPOINTED TO REIGN IN HIS STEAD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID COMMAND THAT HIS PEOPLE SHOULD MAINTAIN THOSE CITIES, WHICH THEY HAD TAKEN BY THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD; FOR THEY HAD NOT TAKEN ANY CITIES SAVE THEY HAD LOST MUCH BLOOD. AND NOW, TEANCUM SAW THAT THE LAMANITES WERE DETERMINED TO MAINTAIN THOSE CITIES WHICH THEY HAD TAKEN, AND THOSE PARTS OF THE LAND WHICH THEY HAD OBTAINED POSSESSION OF; AND ALSO SEEING THE ENORMITY OF THEIR NUMBER, TEANCUM THOUGHT IT WAS NOT EXPEDIENT THAT HE SHOULD ATTEMPT TO ATTACK THEM IN THEIR FORTS. BUT HE KEPT HIS MEN ROUND ABOUT, AS IF MAKING PREPARATIONS FOR WAR; YEA, AND TRULY HE WAS PREPARING TO DEFEND HIMSELF AGAINST THEM, BY CASTING UP WALLS ROUND ABOUT AND PREPARING PLACES OF RESORT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE KEPT THUS PREPARING FOR WAR UNTIL MORONI HAD SENT A LARGE NUMBER OF MEN TO STRENGTHEN HIS ARMY. AND MORONI ALSO SENT ORDERS UNTO HIM THAT HE SHOULD RETAIN ALL THE PRISONERS WHO FELL INTO HIS HANDS; FOR AS THE LAMANITES HAD TAKEN MANY PRISONERS, THAT HE SHOULD RETAIN ALL THE PRISONERS OF THE LAMANITES AS A RANSOM FOR THOSE WHOM THE LAMANITES HAD TAKEN. AND HE ALSO SENT ORDERS UNTO HIM THAT HE SHOULD FORTIFY THE LAND BOUNTIFUL, AND SECURE THE NARROW PASS WHICH LED INTO THE LAND NORTHWARD, LEST THE LAMANITES SHOULD OBTAIN THAT POINT AND SHOULD HAVE POWER TO HARASS THEM ON EVERY SIDE. AND MORONI ALSO SENT UNTO HIM, DESIRING HIM THAT HE WOULD BE FAITHFUL IN MAINTAINING THAT QUARTER OF THE LAND, AND THAT HE WOULD SEEK EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO SCOURGE THE LAMANITES IN THAT QUARTER, AS MUCH AS WAS IN HIS POWER, THAT PERHAPS HE MIGHT TAKE AGAIN BY STRATAGEM OR SOME OTHER WAY THOSE CITIES WHICH HAD BEEN TAKEN OUT OF THEIR HANDS; AND THAT HE ALSO WOULD FORTIFY AND STRENGTHEN THE CITIES ROUND ABOUT, WHICH HAD NOT FALLEN INTO THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES. AND HE ALSO SAID UNTO HIM, I WOULD COME UNTO YOU, BUT BEHOLD, THE LAMANITES ARE UPON US IN THE BORDERS OF THE LAND BY THE WEST SEA; AND BEHOLD, I GO AGAINST THEM, THEREFORE I CANNOT COME UNTO YOU. NOW, THE KING (AMMORON) HAD DEPARTED OUT OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND HAD MADE KNOWN UNTO THE QUEEN CONCERNING THE DEATH OF HIS BROTHER, AND HAD GATHERED TOGETHER A LARGE NUMBER OF MEN, AND HAD MARCHED FORTH AGAINST THE NEPHITES ON THE BORDERS BY THE WEST SEA. AND THUS HE WAS ENDEAVORING TO HARASS THE NEPHITES, AND TO DRAW AWAY A PART OF THEIR FORCES TO THAT PART OF THE LAND, WHILE HE HAD COMMANDED THOSE WHOM HE HAD LEFT TO POSSESS THE CITIES WHICH HE HAD TAKEN, THAT THEY SHOULD ALSO HARASS THE NEPHITES ON THE BORDERS BY THE EAST SEA, AND SHOULD TAKE POSSESSION OF THEIR LANDS AS MUCH AS IT WAS IN THEIR POWER, ACCORDING TO THE POWER OF THEIR ARMIES. AND THUS, WERE THE NEPHITES IN THOSE DANGEROUS CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE ENDING OF THE TWENTY AND SIXTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. BUT BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS IN THE TWENTY AND SEVENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, THAT TEANCUM, BY THE COMMAND OF MORONI—WHO HAD ESTABLISHED ARMIES TO PROTECT THE SOUTH AND THE WEST BORDERS OF THE LAND, AND HAD BEGUN HIS MARCH TOWARDS THE LAND BOUNTIFUL, THAT HE MIGHT ASSIST TEANCUM WITH HIS MEN IN RETAKING THE CITIES WHICH THEY HAD LOST—AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT TEANCUM HAD RECEIVED ORDERS TO MAKE AN ATTACK UPON THE CITY OF MULEK, AND RETAKE IT IF IT WERE POSSIBLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT TEANCUM MADE PREPARATIONS TO MAKE AN ATTACK UPON THE CITY OF MULEK, AND MARCH FORTH WITH HIS ARMY AGAINST THE LAMANITES; BUT HE SAW THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE THAT HE COULD OVERPOWER THEM WHILE THEY WERE IN THEIR FORTIFICATIONS; THEREFORE HE ABANDONED HIS DESIGNS AND RETURNED AGAIN TO THE CITY BOUNTIFUL, TO WAIT FOR THE COMING OF MORONI, THAT HE MIGHT RECEIVE STRENGTH TO HIS ARMY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI DID ARRIVE WITH HIS ARMY AT THE LAND OF BOUNTIFUL, IN THE LATTER END OF THE TWENTY AND SEVENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE TWENTY AND EIGHTH YEAR, MORONI AND TEANCUM AND MANY OF THE CHIEF CAPTAINS HELD A COUNCIL OF WAR—WHAT THEY SHOULD DO TO CAUSE THE LAMANITES TO COME OUT AGAINST THEM TO BATTLE; OR THAT THEY MIGHT BY SOME MEANS FLATTER THEM OUT OF THEIR STRONGHOLDS, THAT THEY MIGHT GAIN ADVANTAGE OVER THEM AND TAKE AGAIN THE CITY OF MULEK. AND IT CAME TO PASS THEY SENT EMBASSIES TO THE ARMY OF THE LAMANITES, WHICH PROTECTED THE CITY OF MULEK, TO THEIR LEADER, WHOSE NAME WAS JACOB, DESIRING HIM THAT HE WOULD COME OUT WITH HIS ARMIES TO MEET THEM UPON THE PLAINS BETWEEN THE TWO CITIES. BUT BEHOLD, JACOB, WHO WAS A ZORAMITE, WOULD NOT COME OUT WITH HIS ARMY TO MEET THEM UPON THE PLAINS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI, HAVING NO HOPES OF MEETING THEM UPON FAIR GROUNDS, THEREFORE, HE RESOLVED UPON A PLAN THAT HE MIGHT DECOY THE LAMANITES OUT OF THEIR STRONGHOLDS. THEREFORE, HE CAUSED THAT TEANCUM SHOULD TAKE A SMALL NUMBER OF MEN AND MARCH DOWN NEAR THE SEASHORE; AND MORONI AND HIS ARMY, BY NIGHT, MARCHED IN THE WILDERNESS, ON THE WEST OF THE CITY MULEK; AND THUS, ON THE MORROW, WHEN THE GUARDS OF THE LAMANITES HAD DISCOVERED TEANCUM, THEY RAN AND TOLD IT UNTO JACOB, THEIR LEADER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES DID MARCH FORTH AGAINST TEANCUM, SUPPOSING BY THEIR NUMBERS TO OVERPOWER TEANCUM BECAUSE OF THE SMALLNESS OF HIS NUMBERS. AND AS TEANCUM SAW THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES COMING OUT AGAINST HIM HE BEGAN TO RETREAT DOWN BY THE SEASHORE, NORTHWARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE LAMANITES SAW THAT HE BEGAN TO FLEE, THEY TOOK COURAGE AND PURSUED THEM WITH VIGOR. AND WHILE TEANCUM WAS THUS LEADING AWAY THE LAMANITES WHO WERE PURSUING THEM IN VAIN, BEHOLD, MORONI COMMANDED THAT A PART OF HIS ARMY WHO WERE WITH HIM SHOULD MARCH FORTH INTO THE CITY, AND TAKE POSSESSION OF IT. AND THUS, THEY DID, AND SLEW ALL THOSE WHO HAD BEEN LEFT TO PROTECT THE CITY, YEA, ALL THOSE WHO WOULD NOT YIELD UP THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR. AND THUS, MORONI HAD OBTAINED POSSESSION OF THE CITY MULEK WITH A PART OF HIS ARMY, WHILE HE MARCHED WITH THE REMAINDER TO MEET THE LAMANITES WHEN THEY SHOULD RETURN FROM THE PURSUIT OF TEANCUM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES DID PURSUE TEANCUM UNTIL THEY CAME NEAR THE CITY BOUNTIFUL, AND THEN THEY WERE MET BY LEHI AND A SMALL ARMY, WHICH HAD BEEN LEFT TO PROTECT THE CITY BOUNTIFUL. AND NOW BEHOLD, WHEN THE CHIEF CAPTAINS OF THE LAMANITES HAD BEHELD LEHI WITH HIS ARMY COMING AGAINST THEM, THEY FLED IN MUCH CONFUSION, LEST PERHAPS THEY SHOULD NOT OBTAIN THE CITY MULEK BEFORE LEHI SHOULD OVERTAKE THEM; FOR THEY WERE WEARIED BECAUSE OF THEIR MARCH, AND THE MEN OF LEHI WERE FRESH. NOW THE LAMANITES DID NOT KNOW THAT MORONI HAD BEEN IN THEIR REAR WITH HIS ARMY; AND ALL THEY FEARED WAS LEHI AND HIS MEN. NOW LEHI WAS NOT DESIROUS TO OVERTAKE THEM TILL THEY SHOULD MEET MORONI AND HIS ARMY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT BEFORE THE LAMANITES HAD RETREATED FAR THEY WERE SURROUNDED BY THE NEPHITES, BY THE MEN OF MORONI ON ONE HAND, AND THE MEN OF LEHI ON THE OTHER, ALL OF WHOM WERE FRESH AND FULL OF STRENGTH; BUT THE LAMANITES WERE WEARIED BECAUSE OF THEIR LONG MARCH. AND MORONI COMMANDED HIS MEN THAT THEY SHOULD FALL UPON THEM UNTIL THEY HAD GIVEN UP THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT JACOB, BEING THEIR LEADER, BEING ALSO A ZORAMITE, AND HAVING AN UNCONQUERABLE SPIRIT, HE LED THE LAMANITES FORTH TO BATTLE WITH EXCEEDING FURY AGAINST MORONI. MORONI BEING IN THEIR COURSE OF MARCH, THEREFORE JACOB WAS DETERMINED TO SLAY THEM AND CUT HIS WAY THROUGH TO THE CITY OF MULEK. BUT BEHOLD, MORONI AND HIS MEN WERE MORE POWERFUL; THEREFORE, THEY DID NOT GIVE WAY BEFORE THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY FOUGHT ON BOTH HANDS WITH EXCEEDING FURY; AND THERE WERE MANY SLAIN ON BOTH SIDES; YEA, AND MORONI WAS WOUNDED AND JACOB WAS KILLED. AND LEHI PRESSED UPON THEIR REAR WITH SUCH FURY WITH HIS STRONG MEN, THAT THE LAMANITES IN THE REAR DELIVERED UP THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR; AND THE REMAINDER OF THEM, BEING MUCH CONFUSED, KNEW NOT WHITHER TO GO OR TO STRIKE. NOW MORONI SEEING THEIR CONFUSION, HE SAID UNTO THEM: IF YE WILL BRING FORTH YOUR WEAPONS OF WAR AND DELIVER THEM UP, BEHOLD WE WILL FORBEAR SHEDDING YOUR BLOOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE LAMANITES HAD HEARD THESE WORDS, THEIR CHIEF CAPTAINS, ALL THOSE WHO WERE NOT SLAIN, CAME FORTH AND THREW DOWN THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR AT THE FEET OF MORONI, AND ALSO COMMANDED THEIR MEN THAT THEY SHOULD DO THE SAME. BUT BEHOLD, THERE WERE MANY THAT WOULD NOT; AND THOSE WHO WOULD NOT DELIVER UP THEIR SWORDS WERE TAKEN AND BOUND, AND THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR WERE TAKEN FROM THEM, AND THEY WERE COMPELLED TO MARCH WITH THEIR BRETHREN FORTH INTO THE LAND BOUNTIFUL. AND NOW THE NUMBER OF PRISONERS WHO WERE TAKEN EXCEEDED MORE THAN THE NUMBER OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN SLAIN, YEA, MORE THAN THOSE WHO HAD BEEN SLAIN ON BOTH SIDES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID SET GUARDS OVER THE PRISONERS OF THE LAMANITES, AND DID COMPEL THEM TO GO FORTH AND BURY THEIR DEAD, YEA, AND ALSO THE DEAD OF THE NEPHITES WHO WERE SLAIN; AND MORONI PLACED MEN OVER THEM TO GUARD THEM WHILE THEY SHOULD PERFORM THEIR LABORS. AND MORONI WENT TO THE CITY OF MULEK WITH LEHI, AND TOOK COMMAND OF THE CITY AND GAVE IT UNTO LEHI. NOW BEHOLD, THIS LEHI WAS A MAN WHO HAD BEEN WITH MORONI IN THE MORE PART OF ALL HIS BATTLES; AND HE WAS A MAN LIKE UNTO MORONI, AND THEY REJOICED IN EACH OTHER’S SAFETY; YEA, THEY WERE BELOVED BY EACH OTHER, AND ALSO BELOVED BY ALL THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THE LAMANITES HAD FINISHED BURYING THEIR DEAD AND ALSO THE DEAD OF THE NEPHITES, THEY WERE MARCHED BACK INTO THE LAND BOUNTIFUL; AND TEANCUM, BY THE ORDERS OF MORONI, CAUSED THAT THEY SHOULD COMMENCE LABORING IN DIGGING A DITCH ROUND ABOUT THE LAND, OR THE CITY, BOUNTIFUL. AND HE CAUSED THAT THEY SHOULD BUILD A BREASTWORK OF TIMBERS UPON THE INNER BANK OF THE DITCH; AND THEY CAST UP DIRT OUT OF THE DITCH AGAINST THE BREASTWORK OF TIMBERS; AND THUS, THEY DID CAUSE THE LAMANITES TO LABOR UNTIL THEY HAD ENCIRCLED THE CITY OF BOUNTIFUL ROUND ABOUT WITH A STRONG WALL OF TIMBERS AND EARTH, TO AN EXCEEDING HEIGHT. AND THIS CITY BECAME AN EXCEEDING STRONGHOLD EVER AFTER; AND IN THIS CITY THEY DID GUARD THE PRISONERS OF THE LAMANITES; YEA, EVEN WITHIN A WALL WHICH THEY HAD CAUSED THEM TO BUILD WITH THEIR OWN HANDS. NOW MORONI WAS COMPELLED TO CAUSE THE LAMANITES TO LABOR, BECAUSE IT WAS EASY TO GUARD THEM WHILE AT THEIR LABOR; AND HE DESIRED ALL HIS FORCES WHEN HE SHOULD MAKE AN ATTACK UPON THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI HAD THUS GAINED A VICTORY OVER ONE OF THE GREATEST OF THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES, AND HAD OBTAINED POSSESSION OF THE CITY OF MULEK, WHICH WAS ONE OF THE STRONGEST HOLDS OF THE LAMANITES IN THE LAND OF NEPHI; AND THUS, HE HAD ALSO BUILT A STRONGHOLD TO RETAIN HIS PRISONERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID NO MORE ATTEMPT A BATTLE WITH THE LAMANITES IN THAT YEAR, BUT HE DID EMPLOY HIS MEN IN PREPARING FOR WAR, YEA, AND IN MAKING FORTIFICATIONS TO GUARD AGAINST THE LAMANITES, YEA, AND ALSO DELIVERING THEIR WOMEN AND THEIR CHILDREN FROM FAMINE AND AFFLICTION, AND PROVIDING FOOD FOR THEIR ARMIES. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES, ON THE WEST SEA, SOUTH, WHILE IN THE ABSENCE OF MORONI ON ACCOUNT OF SOME INTRIGUE AMONGST THE NEPHITES, WHICH CAUSED DISSENSIONS AMONGST THEM, HAD GAINED SOME GROUND OVER THE NEPHITES, YEA, INSOMUCH THAT THEY HAD OBTAINED POSSESSION OF A NUMBER OF THEIR CITIES IN THAT PART OF THE LAND. AND THUS BECAUSE OF INIQUITY AMONGST THEMSELVES, YEA, BECAUSE OF DISSENSIONS AND INTRIGUE AMONG THEMSELVES THEY WERE PLACED IN THE MOST DANGEROUS CIRCUMSTANCES. AND NOW BEHOLD, I HAVE SOMEWHAT TO SAY CONCERNING THE PEOPLE OF AMMON, WHO, IN THE BEGINNING, WERE LAMANITES; BUT BY AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN, OR RATHER BY THE POWER AND WORD OF GOD, THEY HAD BEEN CONVERTED UNTO THE LORD; AND THEY HAD BEEN BROUGHT DOWN INTO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND HAD EVER SINCE BEEN PROTECTED BY THE NEPHITES. AND BECAUSE OF THEIR OATH THEY HAD BEEN KEPT FROM TAKING UP ARMS AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN; FOR THEY HAD TAKEN AN OATH THAT THEY NEVER WOULD SHED BLOOD MORE; AND ACCORDING TO THEIR OATH THEY WOULD HAVE PERISHED; YEA, THEY WOULD HAVE SUFFERED THEMSELVES TO HAVE FALLEN INTO THE HANDS OF THEIR BRETHREN, HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE PITY AND THE EXCEEDING LOVE WHICH AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN HAD HAD FOR THEM. AND FOR THIS CAUSE, THEY WERE BROUGHT DOWN INTO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA; AND THEY EVER HAD BEEN PROTECTED BY THE NEPHITES. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY SAW THE DANGER, AND THE MANY AFFLICTIONS AND TRIBULATIONS WHICH THE NEPHITES BORE FOR THEM, THEY WERE MOVED WITH COMPASSION AND WERE DESIROUS TO TAKE UP ARMS IN THE DEFENCE OF THEIR COUNTRY. BUT BEHOLD, AS THEY WERE ABOUT TO TAKE THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR, THEY WERE OVERPOWERED BY THE PERSUASIONS OF HELAMAN AND HIS BRETHREN, FOR THEY WERE ABOUT TO BREAK THE OATH WHICH THEY HAD MADE. AND HELAMAN FEARED LEST BY SO DOING THEY SHOULD LOSE THEIR SOULS; THEREFORE, ALL THOSE WHO HAD ENTERED INTO THIS COVENANT WERE COMPELLED TO BEHOLD THEIR BRETHREN WADE THROUGH THEIR AFFLICTIONS, IN THEIR DANGEROUS CIRCUMSTANCES AT THIS TIME. BUT BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THEY HAD MANY SONS, WHO HAD NOT ENTERED INTO A COVENANT THAT THEY WOULD NOT TAKE THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR TO DEFEND THEMSELVES AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES; THEREFORE, THEY DID ASSEMBLE THEMSELVES TOGETHER AT THIS TIME, AS MANY AS WERE ABLE TO TAKE UP ARMS, AND THEY CALLED THEMSELVES NEPHITES. AND THEY ENTERED INTO A COVENANT TO FIGHT FOR THE LIBERTY OF THE NEPHITES, YEA, TO PROTECT THE LAND UNTO THE LAYING DOWN OF THEIR LIVES; YEA, EVEN THEY COVENANTED THAT THEY NEVER WOULD GIVE UP THEIR LIBERTY, BUT THEY WOULD FIGHT IN ALL CASES TO PROTECT THE NEPHITES AND THEMSELVES FROM BONDAGE. NOW BEHOLD, THERE WERE TWO THOUSAND OF THOSE YOUNG MEN, WHO ENTERED INTO THIS COVENANT AND TOOK THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR TO DEFEND THEIR COUNTRY. AND NOW BEHOLD, AS THEY NEVER HAD HITHERTO BEEN A DISADVANTAGE TO THE NEPHITES, THEY BECAME NOW AT THIS PERIOD OF TIME ALSO A GREAT SUPPORT; FOR THEY TOOK THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR, AND THEY WOULD THAT HELAMAN SHOULD BE THEIR LEADER. AND THEY WERE ALL YOUNG MEN, AND THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY VALIANT FOR COURAGE, AND ALSO FOR STRENGTH AND ACTIVITY; BUT BEHOLD, THIS WAS NOT ALL—THEY WERE MEN WHO WERE TRUE AT ALL TIMES IN WHATSOEVER THING THEY WERE ENTRUSTED. YEA, THEY WERE MEN OF TRUTH AND SOBERNESS, FOR THEY HAD BEEN TAUGHT TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD AND TO WALK UPRIGHTLY BEFORE HIM. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT HELAMAN DID MARCH AT THE HEAD OF HIS TWO THOUSAND STRIPLING SOLDIERS, TO THE SUPPORT OF THE PEOPLE IN THE BORDERS OF THE LAND ON THE SOUTH BY THE WEST SEA. AND THUS, ENDED THE TWENTY AND EIGHTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. 
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE TWENTY AND NINTH YEAR OF THE JUDGES, THAT AMMORON SENT UNTO MORONI DESIRING THAT HE WOULD EXCHANGE PRISONERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI FELT TO REJOICE EXCEEDINGLY AT THIS REQUEST, FOR HE DESIRED THE PROVISIONS WHICH WERE IMPARTED FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE LAMANITE PRISONERS FOR THE SUPPORT OF HIS OWN PEOPLE; AND HE ALSO DESIRED HIS OWN PEOPLE FOR THE STRENGTHENING OF HIS ARMY. NOW THE LAMANITES HAD TAKEN MANY WOMEN AND CHILDREN, AND THERE WAS NOT A WOMAN NOR A CHILD AMONG ALL THE PRISONERS OF MORONI, OR THE PRISONERS WHOM MORONI HAD TAKEN; THEREFORE, MORONI RESOLVED UPON A STRATAGEM TO OBTAIN AS MANY PRISONERS OF THE NEPHITES FROM THE LAMANITES AS IT WERE POSSIBLE. THEREFORE, HE WROTE AN EPISTLE, AND SENT IT BY THE SERVANT OF AMMORON, THE SAME WHO HAD BROUGHT AN EPISTLE TO MORONI. NOW THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH HE WROTE UNTO AMMORON, SAYING: BEHOLD, AMMORON, I HAVE WRITTEN UNTO YOU SOMEWHAT CONCERNING THIS WAR WHICH YE HAVE WAGED AGAINST MY PEOPLE, OR RATHER WHICH THY BROTHER HATH WAGED AGAINST THEM, AND WHICH YE ARE STILL DETERMINED TO CARRY ON AFTER HIS DEATH. BEHOLD, I WOULD TELL YOU SOMEWHAT CONCERNING THE JUSTICE OF GOD, AND THE SWORD OF HIS ALMIGHTY WRATH, WHICH DOTH HANG OVER YOU EXCEPT YE REPENT AND WITHDRAW YOUR ARMIES INTO YOUR OWN LANDS, OR THE LAND OF YOUR POSSESSIONS, WHICH IS THE LAND OF NEPHI. YEA, I WOULD TELL YOU THESE THINGS IF YE WERE CAPABLE OF HEARKENING UNTO THEM; YEA, I WOULD TELL YOU CONCERNING THAT AWFUL HELL THAT AWAITS TO RECEIVE SUCH MURDERERS AS THOU AND THY BROTHER HAVE BEEN, EXCEPT YE REPENT AND WITHDRAW YOUR MURDEROUS PURPOSES, AND RETURN WITH YOUR ARMIES TO YOUR OWN LANDS. BUT AS YE HAVE ONCE REJECTED THESE THINGS, AND HAVE FOUGHT AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD, EVEN SO I MAY EXPECT YOU WILL DO IT AGAIN. AND NOW BEHOLD, WE ARE PREPARED TO RECEIVE YOU; YEA, AND EXCEPT YOU WITHDRAW YOUR PURPOSES, BEHOLD, YE WILL PULL DOWN THE WRATH OF THAT GOD WHOM YOU HAVE REJECTED UPON YOU, EVEN TO YOUR UTTER DESTRUCTION. BUT, AS THE LORD LIVETH, OUR ARMIES SHALL COME UPON YOU EXCEPT YE WITHDRAW, AND YE SHALL SOON BE VISITED WITH DEATH, FOR WE WILL RETAIN OUR CITIES AND OUR LANDS; YEA, AND WE WILL MAINTAIN OUR RELIGION AND THE CAUSE OF OUR GOD. BUT BEHOLD, IT SUPPOSETH ME THAT I TALK TO YOU CONCERNING THESE THINGS IN VAIN; OR IT SUPPOSETH ME THAT THOU ART A CHILD OF HELL; THEREFORE I WILL CLOSE MY EPISTLE BY TELLING YOU THAT I WILL NOT EXCHANGE PRISONERS, SAVE IT BE ON CONDITIONS THAT YE WILL DELIVER UP A MAN AND HIS WIFE AND HIS CHILDREN, FOR ONE PRISONER; IF THIS BE THE CASE THAT YE WILL DO IT, I WILL EXCHANGE. AND BEHOLD, IF YE DO NOT THIS, I WILL COME AGAINST YOU WITH MY ARMIES; YEA, EVEN I WILL ARM MY WOMEN AND MY CHILDREN, AND I WILL COME AGAINST YOU, AND I WILL FOLLOW YOU EVEN INTO YOUR OWN LAND, WHICH IS THE LAND OF OUR FIRST INHERITANCE; YEA, AND IT SHALL BE BLOOD FOR BLOOD, YEA, LIFE FOR LIFE; AND I WILL GIVE YOU BATTLE EVEN UNTIL YOU ARE DESTROYED FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH. BEHOLD, I AM IN MY ANGER, AND ALSO MY PEOPLE; YE HAVE SOUGHT TO MURDER US, AND WE HAVE ONLY SOUGHT TO DEFEND OURSELVES. BUT BEHOLD, IF YE SEEK TO DESTROY US MORE WE WILL SEEK TO DESTROY YOU; YEA, AND WE WILL SEEK OUR LAND, THE LAND OF OUR FIRST INHERITANCE. NOW I CLOSE MY EPISTLE. I AM MORONI; I AM A LEADER OF THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMMORON, WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED THIS EPISTLE, WAS ANGRY; AND HE WROTE ANOTHER EPISTLE UNTO MORONI, AND THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH HE WROTE, SAYING: I AM AMMORON, THE KING OF THE LAMANITES; I AM THE BROTHER OF AMALICKIAH WHOM YE HAVE MURDERED. BEHOLD, I WILL AVENGE HIS BLOOD UPON YOU, YEA, AND I WILL COME UPON YOU WITH MY ARMIES FOR I FEAR NOT YOUR THREATENINGS. FOR BEHOLD, YOUR FATHERS DID WRONG THEIR BRETHREN, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID ROB THEM OF THEIR RIGHT TO THE GOVERNMENT WHEN IT RIGHTLY BELONGED UNTO THEM. AND NOW BEHOLD, IF YE WILL LAY DOWN YOUR ARMS, AND SUBJECT YOURSELVES TO BE GOVERNED BY THOSE TO WHOM THE GOVERNMENT DOTH RIGHTLY BELONG, THEN WILL I CAUSE THAT MY PEOPLE SHALL LAY DOWN THEIR WEAPONS AND SHALL BE AT WAR NO MORE. BEHOLD, YE HAVE BREATHED OUT MANY THREATENINGS AGAINST ME AND MY PEOPLE; BUT BEHOLD, WE FEAR NOT YOUR THREATENINGS. NEVERTHELESS, I WILL GRANT TO EXCHANGE PRISONERS ACCORDING TO YOUR REQUEST, GLADLY, THAT I MAY PRESERVE MY FOOD FOR MY MEN OF WAR; AND WE WILL WAGE A WAR WHICH SHALL BE ETERNAL, EITHER TO THE SUBJECTING THE NEPHITES TO OUR AUTHORITY OR TO THEIR ETERNAL EXTINCTION. AND AS CONCERNING THAT GOD WHOM YE SAY WE HAVE REJECTED, BEHOLD, WE KNOW NOT SUCH A BEING; NEITHER DO YE; BUT IF IT SO BE THAT THERE IS SUCH A BEING, WE KNOW NOT BUT THAT HE HATH MADE US AS WELL AS YOU. AND IF IT SO BE THAT THERE IS A DEVIL AND A HELL, BEHOLD WILL HE NOT SEND YOU THERE TO DWELL WITH MY BROTHER WHOM YE HAVE MURDERED, WHOM YE HAVE HINTED THAT HE HATH GONE TO SUCH A PLACE? BUT BEHOLD THESE THINGS MATTER NOT. I AM AMMORON, AND A DESCENDANT OF ZORAM, WHOM YOUR FATHERS PRESSED AND BROUGHT OUT OF JERUSALEM. AND BEHOLD NOW, I AM A BOLD LAMANITE; BEHOLD, THIS WAR HATH BEEN WAGED TO AVENGE THEIR WRONGS, AND TO MAINTAIN AND TO OBTAIN THEIR RIGHTS TO THE GOVERNMENT; AND I CLOSE MY EPISTLE TO MORONI. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN MORONI HAD RECEIVED THIS EPISTLE, HE WAS MORE-ANGRY, BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT AMMORON HAD A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF HIS FRAUD; YEA, HE KNEW THAT AMMORON KNEW THAT IT WAS NOT A JUST CAUSE, THAT HAD CAUSED HIM TO WAGE A WAR AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND HE SAID: BEHOLD, I WILL NOT EXCHANGE PRISONERS WITH AMMORON SAVE HE WILL WITHDRAW HIS PURPOSE, AS I HAVE STATED IN MY EPISTLE; FOR I WILL NOT GRANT UNTO HIM THAT HE SHALL HAVE ANY MORE POWER THAN WHAT HE HATH GOT. BEHOLD, I KNOW THE PLACE WHERE THE LAMANITES DO GUARD MY PEOPLE WHOM THEY HAVE TAKEN PRISONERS; AND AS AMMORON WOULD NOT GRANT UNTO ME MINE EPISTLE, BEHOLD, I WILL GIVE UNTO HIM ACCORDING TO MY WORDS; YEA, I WILL SEEK DEATH AMONG THEM UNTIL THEY SHALL SUE FOR PEACE. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN MORONI HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HE CAUSED THAT A SEARCH SHOULD BE MADE AMONG HIS MEN, THAT PERHAPS HE MIGHT FIND A MAN WHO WAS A DESCENDANT OF LAMAN AMONG THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY FOUND ONE, WHOSE NAME WAS LAMAN; AND HE WAS ONE OF THE SERVANTS OF THE KING WHO WAS MURDERED BY AMALICKIAH. NOW MORONI CAUSED THAT LAMAN AND A SMALL NUMBER OF HIS MEN SHOULD GO FORTH UNTO THE GUARDS WHO WERE OVER THE NEPHITES. NOW THE NEPHITES WERE GUARDED IN THE CITY OF GID; THEREFORE, MORONI APPOINTED LAMAN AND CAUSED THAT A SMALL NUMBER OF MEN SHOULD GO WITH HIM. AND WHEN IT WAS EVENING LAMAN WENT TO THE GUARDS WHO WERE OVER THE NEPHITES, AND BEHOLD, THEY SAW HIM COMING AND THEY HAILED HIM; BUT HE SAITH UNTO THEM: FEAR NOT; BEHOLD, I AM A LAMANITE. BEHOLD, WE HAVE ESCAPED FROM THE NEPHITES, AND THEY SLEEP; AND BEHOLD WE HAVE TAKEN OF THEIR WINE AND BROUGHT WITH US. NOW WHEN THE LAMANITES HEARD THESE WORDS, THEY RECEIVED HIM WITH JOY; AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM: GIVE US OF YOUR WINE, THAT WE MAY DRINK; WE ARE GLAD THAT YE HAVE THUS TAKEN WINE WITH YOU FOR WE ARE WEARY. BUT LAMAN SAID UNTO THEM: LET US KEEP OF OUR WINE TILL WE GO AGAINST THE NEPHITES TO BATTLE. BUT THIS SAYING ONLY MADE THEM MORE DESIROUS TO DRINK OF THE WINE; FOR, SAID THEY: WE ARE WEARY, THEREFORE LET US TAKE OF THE WINE, AND BY AND BY WE SHALL RECEIVE WINE FOR OUR RATIONS, WHICH WILL STRENGTHEN US TO GO AGAINST THE NEPHITES. AND LAMAN SAID UNTO THEM: YOU MAY DO ACCORDING TO YOUR DESIRES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID TAKE OF THE WINE FREELY; AND IT WAS PLEASANT TO THEIR TASTE, THEREFORE THEY TOOK OF IT MORE FREELY; AND IT WAS STRONG, HAVING BEEN PREPARED IN ITS STRENGTH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THEY DID DRINK AND WERE MERRY, AND BY AND BY THEY WERE ALL DRUNKEN. AND NOW WHEN LAMAN AND HIS MEN SAW THAT THEY WERE ALL DRUNKEN, AND WERE IN A DEEP SLEEP, THEY RETURNED TO MORONI AND TOLD HIM ALL THE THINGS THAT HAD HAPPENED. AND NOW THIS WAS ACCORDING TO THE DESIGN OF MORONI. AND MORONI HAD PREPARED HIS MEN WITH WEAPONS OF WAR; AND HE WENT TO THE CITY GID, WHILE THE LAMANITES WERE IN A DEEP SLEEP AND DRUNKEN, AND CAST IN WEAPONS OF WAR UNTO THE PRISONERS, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE ALL ARMED; YEA, EVEN TO THEIR WOMEN, AND ALL THOSE OF THEIR CHILDREN, AS MANY AS WERE ABLE TO USE A WEAPON OF WAR, WHEN MORONI HAD ARMED ALL THOSE PRISONERS; AND ALL THOSE THINGS WERE DONE IN A PROFOUND SILENCE. BUT HAD THEY AWAKENED THE LAMANITES, BEHOLD THEY WERE DRUNKEN AND THE NEPHITES COULD HAVE SLAIN THEM. BUT BEHOLD, THIS WAS NOT THE DESIRE OF MORONI; HE DID NOT DELIGHT IN MURDER OR BLOODSHED, BUT HE DELIGHTED IN THE SAVING OF HIS PEOPLE FROM DESTRUCTION; AND FOR THIS CAUSE, HE MIGHT NOT BRING UPON HIM INJUSTICE, HE WOULD NOT FALL UPON THE LAMANITES AND DESTROY THEM IN THEIR DRUNKENNESS. BUT HE HAD OBTAINED HIS DESIRES; FOR HE HAD ARMED THOSE PRISONERS OF THE NEPHITES WHO WERE WITHIN THE WALL OF THE CITY, AND HAD GIVEN THEM POWER TO GAIN POSSESSION OF THOSE PARTS WHICH WERE WITHIN THE WALLS. AND THEN HE CAUSED THE MEN WHO WERE WITH HIM TO WITHDRAW A PACE FROM THEM, AND SURROUND THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES. NOW BEHOLD THIS WAS DONE IN THE NIGHT-TIME, SO THAT WHEN THE LAMANITES AWOKE IN THE MORNING, THEY BEHELD THAT THEY WERE SURROUNDED BY THE NEPHITES WITHOUT, AND THAT THEIR PRISONERS WERE ARMED WITHIN. AND THUS, THEY SAW THAT THE NEPHITES HAD POWER OVER THEM; AND IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES THEY FOUND THAT IT WAS NOT EXPEDIENT THAT THEY SHOULD FIGHT WITH THE NEPHITES; THEREFORE, THEIR CHIEF CAPTAINS DEMANDED THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR, AND THEY BROUGHT THEM FORTH AND CAST THEM AT THE FEET OF THE NEPHITES, PLEADING FOR MERCY. NOW BEHOLD, THIS WAS THE DESIRE OF MORONI. HE TOOK THEM PRISONERS OF WAR, AND TOOK POSSESSION OF THE CITY, AND CAUSED THAT ALL THE PRISONERS SHOULD BE LIBERATED, WHO WERE NEPHITES; AND THEY DID JOIN THE ARMY OF MORONI, AND WERE A GREAT STRENGTH TO HIS ARMY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID CAUSE THE LAMANITES, WHOM HE HAD TAKEN PRISONERS, THAT THEY SHOULD COMMENCE A LABOR IN STRENGTHENING THE FORTIFICATIONS ROUND ABOUT THE CITY GID. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN HE HAD FORTIFIED THE CITY GID, ACCORDING TO HIS DESIRES, HE CAUSED THAT HIS PRISONERS SHOULD BE TAKEN TO THE CITY BOUNTIFUL; AND HE ALSO GUARDED THAT CITY WITH AN EXCEEDINGLY STRONG FORCE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID, NOTWITHSTANDING ALL THE INTRIGUES OF THE LAMANITES, KEEP AND PROTECT ALL THE PRISONERS WHOM THEY HAD TAKEN, AND ALSO MAINTAIN ALL THE GROUND AND THE ADVANTAGE WHICH THEY HAD RETAKEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE NEPHITES BEGAN AGAIN TO BE VICTORIOUS, AND TO RECLAIM THEIR RIGHTS AND THEIR PRIVILEGES. MANY TIMES, DID THE LAMANITES ATTEMPT TO ENCIRCLE THEM ABOUT BY NIGHT, BUT IN THESE ATTEMPTS, THEY DID LOSE MANY PRISONERS. AND MANY TIMES, DID THEY ATTEMPT TO ADMINISTER OF THEIR WINE TO THE NEPHITES, THAT THEY MIGHT DESTROY THEM WITH POISON OR WITH DRUNKENNESS. BUT BEHOLD, THE NEPHITES WERE NOT SLOW TO REMEMBER THE LORD THEIR GOD IN THIS THEIR TIME OF AFFLICTION. THEY COULD NOT BE TAKEN IN THEIR SNARES; YEA, THEY WOULD NOT PARTAKE OF THEIR WINE, SAVE THEY HAD FIRST GIVEN TO SOME OF THE LAMANITE PRISONERS. AND THEY WERE THUS CAUTIOUS THAT NO POISON SHOULD BE ADMINISTERED AMONG THEM; FOR IF THEIR WINE WOULD POISON A LAMANITE IT WOULD ALSO POISON A NEPHITE; AND THUS, THEY DID TRY ALL THEIR LIQUORS. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT IT WAS EXPEDIENT FOR MORONI TO MAKE PREPARATIONS TO ATTACK THE CITY MORIANTON; FOR BEHOLD, THE LAMANITES HAD, BY THEIR LABORS, FORTIFIED THE CITY MORIANTON UNTIL IT HAD BECOME AN EXCEEDING STRONGHOLD. AND THEY WERE CONTINUALLY BRINGING NEW FORCES INTO THAT CITY, AND ALSO NEW SUPPLIES OF PROVISIONS. AND THUS, ENDED THE TWENTY AND NINTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE THIRTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, ON THE SECOND DAY IN THE FIRST MONTH, MORONI RECEIVED AN EPISTLE FROM HELAMAN, STATING THE AFFAIRS OF THE PEOPLE IN THAT QUARTER OF THE LAND. AND THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH HE WROTE, SAYING: MY DEARLY BELOVED BROTHER, MORONI, AS WELL IN THE LORD AS IN THE TRIBULATIONS OF OUR WARFARE; BEHOLD, MY BELOVED BROTHER, I HAVE SOMEWHAT TO TELL YOU CONCERNING OUR WARFARE IN THIS PART OF THE LAND. BEHOLD, TWO THOUSAND OF THE SONS OF THOSE MEN WHOM AMMON BROUGHT DOWN OUT OF THE LAND OF NEPHI—NOW YE HAVE KNOWN THAT THESE WERE DESCENDANTS OF LAMAN, WHO WAS THE ELDEST SON OF OUR FATHER LEHI; NOW I NEED NOT REHEARSE UNTO YOU CONCERNING THEIR TRADITIONS OR THEIR UNBELIEF, FOR THOU KNOWEST CONCERNING ALL THESE THINGS—THEREFORE IT SUFFICETH ME THAT I TELL YOU THAT TWO THOUSAND OF THESE YOUNG MEN HAVE TAKEN THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR, AND WOULD THAT I SHOULD BE THEIR LEADER; AND WE HAVE COME FORTH TO DEFEND OUR COUNTRY. AND NOW YE ALSO KNOW CONCERNING THE COVENANT WHICH THEIR FATHERS MADE, THAT THEY WOULD NOT TAKE UP THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN TO SHED BLOOD. BUT IN THE TWENTY AND SIXTH YEAR, WHEN THEY SAW OUR AFFLICTIONS AND OUR TRIBULATIONS FOR THEM, THEY WERE ABOUT TO BREAK THE COVENANT WHICH THEY HAD MADE AND TAKE UP THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR IN OUR DEFENCE. BUT I WOULD NOT SUFFER THEM THAT THEY SHOULD BREAK THIS COVENANT WHICH THEY HAD MADE, SUPPOSING THAT GOD WOULD STRENGTHEN US, INSOMUCH THAT WE SHOULD NOT SUFFER MORE BECAUSE OF THE FULFILLING THE OATH WHICH THEY HAD TAKEN. BUT BEHOLD, HERE IS ONE THING IN WHICH WE MAY HAVE GREAT JOY. FOR BEHOLD, IN THE TWENTY AND SIXTH YEAR, I, HELAMAN, DID MARCH AT THE HEAD OF THESE TWO THOUSAND YOUNG MEN TO THE CITY OF JUDEA, TO ASSIST ANTIPUS, WHOM YE HAD APPOINTED A LEADER OVER THE PEOPLE OF THAT PART OF THE LAND. AND I DID JOIN MY TWO THOUSAND SONS, (FOR THEY ARE WORTHY TO BE CALLED SONS) TO THE ARMY OF ANTIPUS, IN WHICH STRENGTH ANTIPUS DID REJOICE EXCEEDINGLY; FOR BEHOLD, HIS ARMY HAD BEEN REDUCED BY THE LAMANITES BECAUSE THEIR FORCES HAD SLAIN A VAST NUMBER OF OUR MEN, FOR WHICH CAUSE, WE HAVE TO MOURN. NEVERTHELESS, WE MAY CONSOLE OURSELVES IN THIS POINT, THAT THEY HAVE DIED IN THE CAUSE OF THEIR COUNTRY AND OF THEIR GOD, YEA, AND THEY ARE HAPPY. AND THE LAMANITES HAD ALSO RETAINED MANY PRISONERS, ALL OF WHOM ARE CHIEF CAPTAINS, FOR NONE OTHER HAVE THEY SPARED ALIVE. AND WE SUPPOSE THAT THEY ARE NOW AT THIS TIME IN THE LAND OF NEPHI; IT IS SO IF THEY ARE NOT SLAIN. AND NOW THESE ARE THE CITIES OF WHICH THE LAMANITES HAVE OBTAINED POSSESSION BY THE SHEDDING OF THE BLOOD OF SO MANY OF OUR VALIANT MEN: THE LAND OF MANTI, OR THE CITY OF MANTI, AND THE CITY OF ZEEZROM, AND THE CITY OF CUMENI, AND THE CITY OF ANTIPARAH. AND THESE ARE THE CITIES WHICH THEY POSSESSED WHEN I ARRIVED AT THE CITY OF JUDEA; AND I FOUND ANTIPUS AND HIS MEN TOILING WITH THEIR MIGHT TO FORTIFY THE CITY. YEA, AND THEY WERE DEPRESSED IN BODY AS WELL AS IN SPIRIT, FOR THEY HAD FOUGHT VALIANTLY BY DAY AND TOILED BY NIGHT TO MAINTAIN THEIR CITIES; AND THUS, THEY HAD SUFFERED GREAT AFFLICTIONS OF EVERY KIND. AND NOW THEY WERE DETERMINED TO CONQUER IN THIS PLACE OR DIE; THEREFORE, YOU MAY WELL SUPPOSE THAT THIS LITTLE FORCE WHICH I BROUGHT WITH ME, YEA, THOSE SONS OF MINE, GAVE THEM GREAT HOPES AND MUCH JOY. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE LAMANITES SAW THAT ANTIPUS HAD RECEIVED A GREATER STRENGTH TO HIS ARMY, THEY WERE COMPELLED BY THE ORDERS OF AMMORON TO NOT COME AGAINST THE CITY OF JUDEA, OR AGAINST US, TO BATTLE. AND THUS WERE WE FAVORED OF THE LORD; FOR HAD THEY COME UPON US IN THIS OUR WEAKNESS THEY MIGHT HAVE PERHAPS DESTROYED OUR LITTLE ARMY; BUT THUS WERE, WE PRESERVED, THEY WERE COMMANDED BY AMMORON TO MAINTAIN THOSE CITIES WHICH THEY HAD TAKEN AND THUS, ENDED THE, TWENTY AND SIXTH YEAR AND IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE TWENTY AND SEVENTH YEAR WE HAD PREPARED OUR CITY AND OURSELVES FOR DEFENCE. NOW WE WERE DESIROUS THAT THE LAMANITES SHOULD COME UPON US; FOR WE WERE NOT DESIROUS TO MAKE AN ATTACK UPON THEM IN THEIR STRONGHOLDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE KEPT SPIES OUT ROUND ABOUT, TO WATCH THE MOVEMENTS OF THE LAMANITES, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT PASS US BY NIGHT NOR BY DAY TO MAKE AN ATTACK UPON OUR OTHER CITIES WHICH WERE ON THE NORTHWARD. FOR WE KNEW IN THOSE CITIES THEY WERE NOT SUFFICIENTLY STRONG TO MEET THEM; THEREFORE, WE WERE DESIROUS, IF THEY SHOULD PASS BY US, TO FALL UPON THEM IN THEIR REAR, AND THUS BRING THEM UP IN THE REAR AT THE SAME TIME THEY WERE MET IN THE FRONT. WE SUPPOSED THAT WE COULD OVERPOWER THEM; BUT BEHOLD, WE WERE DISAPPOINTED IN THIS OUR DESIRE. THEY DURST NOT PASS BY US WITH THEIR WHOLE ARMY, NEITHER DURST THEY WITH A PART, LEST THEY SHOULD NOT BE SUFFICIENTLY STRONG AND THEY SHOULD FALL. NEITHER DURST THEY MARCH DOWN AGAINST THE CITY OF ZARAHEMLA; NEITHER DURST THEY CROSS THE HEAD OF SIDON, OVER TO THE CITY OF NEPHIHAH. AND THUS, WITH THEIR FORCES, THEY WERE DETERMINED TO MAINTAIN THOSE CITIES WHICH THEY HAD TAKEN. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS IN THE SECOND MONTH OF THIS YEAR, THERE WAS BROUGHT UNTO US MANY PROVISIONS FROM THE FATHERS OF THOSE MY TWO THOUSAND SONS. AND ALSO, THERE WERE SENT TWO THOUSAND MEN UNTO US FROM THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. AND THUS, WE WERE PREPARED WITH TEN THOUSAND MEN, AND PROVISIONS FOR THEM, AND ALSO FOR THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN. AND THE LAMANITES, THUS SEEING OUR FORCES INCREASE DAILY, AND PROVISIONS ARRIVE FOR OUR SUPPORT, THEY BEGAN TO BE FEARFUL, AND BEGAN TO SALLY FORTH, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE TO PUT AN END TO OUR RECEIVING PROVISIONS AND STRENGTH. NOW WHEN WE SAW THAT THE LAMANITES BEGAN TO GROW UNEASY ON THIS WISE, WE WERE DESIROUS TO BRING A STRATAGEM INTO EFFECT UPON THEM; THEREFORE, ANTIPUS ORDERED THAT I SHOULD MARCH FORTH WITH MY LITTLE SONS TO A NEIGHBORING CITY, AS IF WE WERE CARRYING PROVISIONS TO A NEIGHBORING CITY. AND WE WERE TO MARCH NEAR THE CITY OF ANTIPARAH, AS IF WE WERE GOING TO THE CITY BEYOND, IN THE BORDERS BY THE SEASHORE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID MARCH FORTH, AS IF WITH OUR PROVISIONS, TO GO TO THAT CITY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ANTIPUS DID MARCH FORTH WITH A PART OF HIS ARMY, LEAVING THE REMAINDER TO MAINTAIN THE CITY. BUT HE DID NOT MARCH FORTH UNTIL I HAD GONE FORTH WITH MY LITTLE ARMY, AND CAME NEAR THE CITY ANTIPARAH. AND NOW, IN THE CITY ANTIPARAH WERE STATIONED THE STRONGEST ARMY OF THE LAMANITES; YEA, THE MOST NUMEROUS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD BEEN INFORMED BY THEIR SPIES, THEY CAME FORTH WITH THEIR ARMY AND MARCHED AGAINST US. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID FLEE BEFORE THEM, NORTHWARD. AND THUS WE DID LEAD AWAY THE MOST POWERFUL ARMY OF THE LAMANITES; YEA, EVEN TO A CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE, INSOMUCH THAT WHEN THEY SAW THE ARMY OF ANTIPUS PURSUING THEM, WITH THEIR MIGHT, THEY DID NOT TURN TO THE RIGHT NOR TO THE LEFT, BUT PURSUED THEIR MARCH IN A STRAIGHT COURSE AFTER US; AND, AS WE SUPPOSE, IT WAS THEIR INTENT TO SLAY US BEFORE ANTIPUS SHOULD OVERTAKE THEM, AND THIS THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE SURROUNDED BY OUR PEOPLE. AND NOW ANTIPUS, BEHOLDING OUR DANGER, DID SPEED THE MARCH OF HIS ARMY. BUT BEHOLD, IT WAS NIGHT; THEREFORE, THEY DID NOT OVERTAKE US, NEITHER DID ANTIPUS OVERTAKE THEM; THEREFORE, WE DID CAMP FOR THE NIGHT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT BEFORE THE DAWN OF THE MORNING, BEHOLD, THE LAMANITES WERE PURSUING US. NOW WE WERE NOT SUFFICIENTLY STRONG TO CONTEND WITH THEM; YEA, I WOULD NOT SUFFER THAT MY LITTLE SONS SHOULD FALL INTO THEIR HANDS; THEREFORE, WE DID CONTINUE OUR MARCH, AND WE TOOK OUR MARCH INTO THE WILDERNESS. NOW THEY DURST NOT TURN TO THE RIGHT NOR TO THE LEFT LEST THEY SHOULD BE SURROUNDED; NEITHER WOULD I TURN TO THE RIGHT NOR TO THE LEFT LEST THEY SHOULD OVERTAKE ME, AND WE COULD NOT STAND AGAINST THEM, BUT BE SLAIN, AND THEY WOULD MAKE THEIR ESCAPE; AND THUS, WE DID FLEE ALL THAT DAY INTO THE WILDERNESS, EVEN UNTIL IT WAS DARK. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AGAIN, WHEN THE LIGHT OF THE MORNING CAME, WE SAW THE LAMANITES UPON US, AND WE DID FLEE BEFORE THEM. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID NOT PURSUE US FAR BEFORE THEY HALTED; AND IT WAS IN THE MORNING OF THE THIRD DAY OF THE SEVENTH MONTH. AND NOW, WHETHER THEY WERE OVERTAKEN BY ANTIPUS WE KNEW NOT, BUT I SAID UNTO MY MEN: BEHOLD, WE KNOW NOT BUT THEY HAVE HALTED FOR THE PURPOSE THAT WE SHOULD COME AGAINST THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT CATCH US IN THEIR SNARE; THEREFORE, WHAT SAY YE, MY SONS, WILL YE GO AGAINST THEM TO BATTLE? AND NOW I SAY UNTO YOU, MY BELOVED BROTHER MORONI, THAT NEVER HAD I SEEN SO GREAT COURAGE, NAY, NOT AMONGST ALL THE NEPHITES. FOR AS I HAD EVER CALLED THEM MY SONS (FOR THEY WERE ALL OF THEM VERY YOUNG) EVEN SO THEY SAID UNTO ME: FATHER [STEPHEN], BEHOLD OUR GOD IS WITH US, AND HE WILL NOT SUFFER THAT WE SHOULD FALL; THEN LET US GO FORTH; WE WOULD NOT SLAY OUR BRETHREN IF THEY WOULD LET US ALONE; THEREFORE LET US GO, LEST THEY SHOULD OVERPOWER THE ARMY OF ANTIPUS. NOW THEY NEVER HAD FOUGHT, YET THEY DID NOT FEAR DEATH; AND THEY DID THINK MORE UPON THE LIBERTY OF THEIR FATHERS THAN THEY DID UPON THEIR LIVES; YEA, THEY HAD BEEN TAUGHT BY THEIR MOTHERS, THAT IF THEY DID NOT DOUBT, GOD WOULD DELIVER THEM. AND THEY REHEARSED UNTO ME THE WORDS OF THEIR MOTHERS, SAYING: WE DO NOT DOUBT OUR MOTHERS KNEW IT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I DID RETURN WITH MY TWO THOUSAND AGAINST THESE LAMANITES WHO HAD PURSUED US. AND NOW BEHOLD, THE ARMIES OF ANTIPUS HAD OVERTAKEN THEM, AND A TERRIBLE BATTLE HAD COMMENCED. THE ARMY OF ANTIPUS BEING WEARY, BECAUSE OF THEIR LONG MARCH IN SO SHORT A SPACE OF TIME, WERE ABOUT TO FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES; AND HAD I NOT RETURNED WITH MY TWO THOUSAND THEY WOULD HAVE OBTAINED THEIR PURPOSE. FOR ANTIPUS HAD FALLEN BY THE SWORD, AND MANY OF HIS LEADERS, BECAUSE OF THEIR WEARINESS, WHICH WAS OCCASIONED BY THE SPEED OF THEIR MARCH—THEREFORE THE MEN OF ANTIPUS, BEING CONFUSED BECAUSE OF THE FALL OF THEIR LEADERS, BEGAN TO GIVE WAY BEFORE THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES TOOK COURAGE, AND BEGAN TO PURSUE THEM; AND THUS, WERE THE LAMANITES PURSUING THEM WITH GREAT VIGOR WHEN HELAMAN CAME UPON THEIR REAR WITH HIS TWO THOUSAND, AND BEGAN TO SLAY THEM EXCEEDINGLY, INSOMUCH THAT THE WHOLE ARMY OF THE LAMANITES HALTED AND TURNED UPON HELAMAN. NOW WHEN THE PEOPLE OF ANTIPUS SAW THAT THE LAMANITES HAD TURNED THEM ABOUT, THEY GATHERED TOGETHER THEIR MEN AND CAME AGAIN UPON THE REAR OF THE LAMANITES. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE, THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, THE PEOPLE OF ANTIPUS, AND I WITH MY TWO THOUSAND, DID SURROUND THE LAMANITES, AND DID SLAY THEM; YEA, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE COMPELLED TO DELIVER UP THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR AND ALSO THEMSELVES AS PRISONERS OF WAR. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD SURRENDERED THEMSELVES UP UNTO US, BEHOLD, I NUMBERED THOSE YOUNG MEN WHO HAD FOUGHT WITH ME, FEARING LEST THERE WERE MANY OF THEM SLAIN. BUT BEHOLD, TO MY GREAT JOY, THERE HAD NOT ONE SOUL OF THEM FALLEN TO THE EARTH; YEA, AND THEY HAD FOUGHT AS IF WITH THE STRENGTH OF GOD; YEA, NEVER WERE MEN KNOWN TO HAVE FOUGHT WITH SUCH MIRACULOUS STRENGTH; AND WITH SUCH MIGHTY POWER DID THEY FALL UPON THE LAMANITES, THAT THEY DID FRIGHTEN THEM; AND FOR THIS CAUSE DID THE LAMANITES DELIVER THEMSELVES UP AS PRISONERS OF WAR. AND AS WE HAD NO PLACE FOR OUR PRISONERS, THAT WE COULD GUARD THEM TO KEEP THEM FROM THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES, THEREFORE WE SENT THEM TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND A PART OF THOSE MEN WHO WERE NOT SLAIN OF ANTIPUS, WITH THEM; AND THE REMAINDER I TOOK AND JOINED THEM TO MY STRIPLING AMMONITES, AND TOOK OUR MARCH BACK TO THE CITY OF JUDEA. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT I RECEIVED AN EPISTLE FROM AMMORON, THE KING, STATING THAT IF I WOULD DELIVER UP THOSE PRISONERS OF WAR WHOM WE HAD TAKEN THAT HE WOULD DELIVER UP THE CITY OF ANTIPARAH UNTO US. BUT I SENT AN EPISTLE UNTO THE KING, THAT WE WERE SURE OUR FORCES WERE SUFFICIENT TO TAKE THE CITY OF ANTIPARAH BY OUR FORCE; AND BY DELIVERING UP THE PRISONERS FOR THAT CITY WE SHOULD SUPPOSE OURSELVES UNWISE, AND THAT WE WOULD ONLY DELIVER UP OUR PRISONERS ON EXCHANGE. AND AMMORON REFUSED MINE EPISTLE, FOR HE WOULD NOT EXCHANGE PRISONERS; THEREFORE, WE BEGAN TO MAKE PREPARATIONS TO GO AGAINST THE CITY OF ANTIPARAH. BUT THE PEOPLE OF ANTIPARAH DID LEAVE THE CITY, AND FLED TO THEIR OTHER CITIES, WHICH THEY HAD POSSESSION OF, TO FORTIFY THEM; AND THUS, THE CITY OF ANTIPARAH FELL INTO OUR HANDS. AND THUS, ENDED THE TWENTY AND EIGHTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE TWENTY AND NINTH YEAR, WE RECEIVED A SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS, AND ALSO AN ADDITION TO OUR ARMY, FROM THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND FROM THE LAND ROUND ABOUT, TO THE NUMBER OF SIX THOUSAND MEN, BESIDES SIXTY OF THE SONS OF THE AMMONITES WHO HAD COME TO JOIN THEIR BRETHREN, MY LITTLE BAND OF TWO THOUSAND. AND NOW BEHOLD, WE WERE STRONG, YEA, AND WE HAD ALSO PLENTY OF PROVISIONS BROUGHT UNTO US. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IT WAS OUR DESIRE TO WAGE A BATTLE WITH THE ARMY WHICH WAS PLACED TO PROTECT THE CITY CUMENI. AND NOW BEHOLD, I WILL SHOW UNTO YOU THAT WE SOON ACCOMPLISHED OUR DESIRE; YEA, WITH OUR STRONG FORCE, OR WITH A PART OF OUR STRONG FORCE, WE DID SURROUND, BY NIGHT, THE CITY CUMENI, A LITTLE BEFORE THEY WERE TO RECEIVE A SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID CAMP ROUND ABOUT THE CITY FOR MANY NIGHTS; BUT WE DID SLEEP UPON OUR SWORDS, AND KEEP GUARDS, THAT THE LAMANITES COULD NOT COME UPON US BY NIGHT AND SLAY US, WHICH THEY ATTEMPTED MANY TIMES; BUT AS MANY TIMES AS THEY ATTEMPTED THIS THEIR BLOOD WAS SPILT. AT LENGTH THEIR PROVISIONS DID ARRIVE, AND THEY WERE ABOUT TO ENTER THE CITY BY NIGHT. AND WE, INSTEAD OF BEING LAMANITES, WERE NEPHITES; THEREFORE, WE DID TAKE THEM AND THEIR PROVISIONS. AND NOTWITHSTANDING THE LAMANITES BEING CUT OFF FROM THEIR SUPPORT AFTER THIS MANNER, THEY WERE STILL DETERMINED TO MAINTAIN THE CITY; THEREFORE, IT BECAME EXPEDIENT THAT WE SHOULD TAKE THOSE PROVISIONS AND SEND THEM TO JUDEA, AND OUR PRISONERS TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NOT MANY DAYS HAD PASSED AWAY BEFORE THE LAMANITES BEGAN TO LOSE ALL HOPES OF SUCCOR; THEREFORE, THEY YIELDED UP THE CITY UNTO OUR HANDS; AND THUS, WE HAD ACCOMPLISHED OUR DESIGNS IN OBTAINING THE CITY CUMENI. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT OUR PRISONERS WERE SO NUMEROUS THAT, NOTWITHSTANDING THE ENORMITY OF OUR NUMBERS, WE WERE OBLIGED TO EMPLOY ALL OUR FORCE TO KEEP THEM, OR TO PUT THEM TO DEATH. FOR BEHOLD, THEY WOULD BREAK OUT IN GREAT NUMBERS, AND WOULD FIGHT WITH STONES, AND WITH CLUBS, OR WHATSOEVER THING THEY COULD GET INTO THEIR HANDS, INSOMUCH THAT WE DID SLAY UPWARDS OF TWO THOUSAND OF THEM AFTER THEY HAD SURRENDERED THEMSELVES PRISONERS OF WAR. THEREFORE, IT BECAME EXPEDIENT FOR US, THAT WE SHOULD PUT AN END TO THEIR LIVES, OR GUARD THEM, SWORD IN HAND, DOWN TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA; AND ALSO, OUR PROVISIONS WERE NOT ANY MORE THAN SUFFICIENT FOR OUR OWN PEOPLE, NOTWITHSTANDING THAT WHICH WE HAD TAKEN FROM THE LAMANITES. AND NOW, IN THOSE CRITICAL CIRCUMSTANCES, IT BECAME A VERY SERIOUS MATTER TO DETERMINE CONCERNING THESE PRISONERS OF WAR; NEVERTHELESS, WE DID RESOLVE TO SEND THEM DOWN TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA; THEREFORE, WE SELECTED A PART OF OUR MEN, AND GAVE THEM CHARGE OVER OUR PRISONERS TO GO DOWN TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT ON THE MORROW THEY DID RETURN. AND NOW BEHOLD, WE DID NOT INQUIRE OF THEM CONCERNING THE PRISONERS; FOR BEHOLD, THE LAMANITES WERE UPON US, AND THEY RETURNED IN SEASON TO SAVE US FROM FALLING INTO THEIR HANDS. FOR BEHOLD, AMMORON HAD SENT TO THEIR SUPPORT A NEW SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS AND ALSO A NUMEROUS ARMY OF MEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THOSE MEN WHOM WE SENT WITH THE PRISONERS DID ARRIVE IN SEASON TO CHECK THEM, AS THEY WERE ABOUT TO OVERPOWER US. BUT BEHOLD, MY LITTLE BAND OF TWO THOUSAND AND SIXTY FOUGHT MOST DESPERATELY; YEA, THEY WERE FIRM BEFORE THE LAMANITES, AND DID ADMINISTER DEATH UNTO ALL THOSE WHO OPPOSED THEM. AND AS THE REMAINDER OF OUR ARMY WERE ABOUT TO GIVE WAY BEFORE THE LAMANITES, BEHOLD, THOSE TWO THOUSAND AND SIXTY WERE FIRM AND UNDAUNTED. YEA, AND THEY DID OBEY AND OBSERVE TO PERFORM EVERY WORD OF COMMAND WITH EXACTNESS; YEA, AND EVEN ACCORDING TO THEIR FAITH IT WAS DONE UNTO THEM; AND I DID REMEMBER THE WORDS WHICH THEY SAID UNTO ME THAT THEIR MOTHERS HAD TAUGHT THEM. AND NOW BEHOLD, IT WAS THESE MY SONS, AND THOSE MEN WHO HAD BEEN SELECTED TO CONVEY THE PRISONERS, TO WHOM WE OWE THIS GREAT VICTORY; FOR IT WAS THEY WHO DID BEAT THE LAMANITES; THEREFORE, THEY WERE DRIVEN BACK TO THE CITY OF MANTI. AND WE RETAINED OUR CITY CUMENI, AND WERE NOT ALL DESTROYED BY THE SWORD; NEVERTHELESS, WE HAD SUFFERED GREAT LOSS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THE LAMANITES HAD FLED, I IMMEDIATELY GAVE ORDERS THAT MY MEN WHO HAD BEEN WOUNDED SHOULD BE TAKEN FROM AMONG THE DEAD, AND CAUSED THAT THEIR WOUNDS SHOULD BE DRESSED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE TWO HUNDRED, OUT OF MY TWO THOUSAND AND SIXTY, WHO HAD FAINTED BECAUSE OF THE LOSS OF BLOOD; NEVERTHELESS, ACCORDING TO THE GOODNESS OF GOD, AND TO OUR GREAT ASTONISHMENT, AND ALSO THE JOY OF OUR WHOLE ARMY, THERE WAS NOT ONE SOUL OF THEM WHO DID PERISH; YEA, AND NEITHER WAS THERE ONE SOUL AMONG THEM WHO HAD NOT RECEIVED MANY WOUNDS. AND NOW, THEIR PRESERVATION WAS ASTONISHING TO OUR WHOLE ARMY, YEA, THAT THEY SHOULD BE SPARED WHILE THERE WAS A THOUSAND OF OUR BRETHREN WHO WERE SLAIN. AND WE DO JUSTLY ASCRIBE IT TO THE MIRACULOUS POWER OF GOD, BECAUSE OF THEIR EXCEEDING FAITH IN THAT WHICH THEY HAD BEEN TAUGHT TO BELIEVE—THAT THERE WAS A JUST GOD, AND WHOSOEVER DID NOT DOUBT, THAT THEY SHOULD BE PRESERVED BY HIS MARVELOUS POWER. NOW THIS WAS THE FAITH OF THESE OF WHOM I HAVE SPOKEN; THEY ARE YOUNG, AND THEIR MINDS ARE FIRM, AND THEY DO PUT THEIR TRUST IN GOD CONTINUALLY. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER WE HAD THUS TAKEN CARE OF OUR WOUNDED MEN, AND HAD BURIED OUR DEAD AND ALSO THE DEAD OF THE LAMANITES, WHO WERE MANY, BEHOLD, WE DID INQUIRE OF GID CONCERNING THE PRISONERS WHOM THEY HAD STARTED TO GO DOWN TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA WITH. NOW GID WAS THE CHIEF CAPTAIN OVER THE BAND WHO WAS APPOINTED TO GUARD THEM DOWN TO THE LAND. AND NOW, THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH GID SAID UNTO ME: BEHOLD, WE DID START TO GO DOWN TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA WITH OUR PRISONERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID MEET THE SPIES OF OUR ARMIES, WHO HAD BEEN SENT OUT TO WATCH THE CAMP OF THE LAMANITES. AND THEY CRIED UNTO US, SAYING—BEHOLD, THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES ARE MARCHING TOWARDS THE CITY OF CUMENI; AND BEHOLD, THEY WILL FALL UPON THEM, YEA, AND WILL DESTROY OUR PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT OUR PRISONERS DID HEAR THEIR CRIES, WHICH CAUSED THEM TO TAKE COURAGE; AND THEY DID RISE UP IN REBELLION AGAINST US. AND IT CAME TO PASS BECAUSE OF THEIR REBELLION WE DID CAUSE THAT OUR SWORDS SHOULD COME UPON THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID IN A BODY RUN UPON OUR SWORDS, IN THE WHICH, THE GREATER NUMBER OF THEM WERE SLAIN; AND THE REMAINDER OF THEM BROKE THROUGH AND FLED FROM US. AND BEHOLD, WHEN THEY HAD FLED AND WE COULD NOT OVERTAKE THEM, WE TOOK OUR MARCH WITH SPEED TOWARDS THE CITY CUMENI; AND BEHOLD, WE DID ARRIVE IN TIME THAT WE MIGHT ASSIST OUR BRETHREN IN PRESERVING THE CITY. AND BEHOLD, WE ARE AGAIN DELIVERED OUT OF THE HANDS OF OUR ENEMIES. AND BLESSED IS THE NAME OF OUR GOD; FOR BEHOLD, IT IS HE THAT HAS DELIVERED US; YEA, THAT HAS DONE THIS GREAT THING FOR US. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN I, HELAMAN, HAD HEARD THESE WORDS OF GID, I WAS FILLED WITH EXCEEDING JOY BECAUSE OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD IN PRESERVING US, THAT WE MIGHT NOT ALL PERISH; YEA, AND I TRUST THAT THE SOULS OF THEM WHO HAVE BEEN SLAIN HAVE ENTERED INTO THE REST OF THEIR GOD. AND BEHOLD, NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT OUR NEXT OBJECT WAS TO OBTAIN THE CITY OF MANTI; BUT BEHOLD, THERE WAS NO WAY THAT WE COULD LEAD THEM OUT OF THE CITY BY OUR SMALL BANDS. FOR BEHOLD, THEY REMEMBERED THAT WHICH WE HAD HITHERTO DONE; THEREFORE, WE COULD NOT DECOY THEM AWAY FROM THEIR STRONGHOLDS. AND THEY WERE SO MUCH MORE NUMEROUS THAN WAS OUR ARMY THAT WE DURST NOT GO FORTH AND ATTACK THEM IN THEIR STRONGHOLDS. YEA, AND IT BECAME EXPEDIENT THAT WE SHOULD EMPLOY OUR MEN TO THE MAINTAINING THOSE PARTS OF THE LAND WHICH WE HAD REGAINED OF OUR POSSESSIONS; THEREFORE, IT BECAME EXPEDIENT THAT WE SHOULD WAIT, THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE MORE STRENGTH FROM THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA AND ALSO A NEW SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I THUS DID SEND AN EMBASSY TO THE GOVERNOR OF OUR LAND, TO ACQUAINT HIM CONCERNING THE AFFAIRS OF OUR PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID WAIT TO RECEIVE PROVISIONS AND STRENGTH FROM THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. BUT BEHOLD, THIS DID PROFIT US BUT LITTLE; FOR THE LAMANITES WERE ALSO RECEIVING GREAT STRENGTH FROM DAY TO DAY, AND ALSO MANY PROVISIONS; AND THUS, WERE OUR CIRCUMSTANCES AT THIS PERIOD OF TIME. AND THE LAMANITES WERE SALLYING FORTH AGAINST US FROM TIME TO TIME, RESOLVING BY STRATAGEM TO DESTROY US; NEVERTHELESS, WE COULD NOT COME TO BATTLE WITH THEM, BECAUSE OF THEIR RETREATS AND THEIR STRONGHOLDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID WAIT IN THESE DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES FOR THE SPACE OF MANY MONTHS, EVEN UNTIL WE WERE ABOUT TO PERISH FOR THE WANT OF FOOD. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID RECEIVE FOOD, WHICH WAS GUARDED TO US BY AN ARMY OF TWO THOUSAND MEN TO OUR ASSISTANCE; AND THIS IS ALL THE ASSISTANCE WHICH WE DID RECEIVE, TO DEFEND OURSELVES AND OUR COUNTRY FROM FALLING INTO THE HANDS OF OUR ENEMIES, YEA, TO CONTEND WITH AN ENEMY WHICH WAS INNUMERABLE. AND NOW THE CAUSE OF THESE OUR EMBARRASSMENTS, OR THE CAUSE WHY THEY DID NOT SEND MORE STRENGTH UNTO US, WE KNEW NOT; THEREFORE, WE WERE GRIEVED AND ALSO FILLED WITH FEAR, LEST BY ANY MEANS THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD SHOULD COME UPON OUR LAND, TO OUR OVERTHROW AND UTTER DESTRUCTION. THEREFORE, WE DID POUR OUT OUR SOULS IN PRAYER TO GOD, THAT HE WOULD STRENGTHEN US AND DELIVER US OUT OF THE HANDS OF OUR ENEMIES, YEA, AND ALSO GIVE US STRENGTH THAT WE MIGHT RETAIN OUR CITIES, AND OUR LANDS, AND OUR POSSESSIONS, FOR THE SUPPORT OF OUR PEOPLE. YEA, AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD OUR GOD DID VISIT US WITH ASSURANCES THAT HE WOULD DELIVER US; YEA, INSOMUCH THAT HE DID SPEAK PEACE TO OUR SOULS, AND DID GRANT UNTO US GREAT FAITH, AND DID CAUSE US THAT WE SHOULD HOPE FOR OUR DELIVERANCE IN HIM. AND WE DID TAKE COURAGE WITH OUR SMALL FORCE WHICH WE HAD RECEIVED, AND WERE FIXED WITH A DETERMINATION TO CONQUER OUR ENEMIES, AND TO MAINTAIN OUR LANDS, AND OUR POSSESSIONS, AND OUR WIVES, AND OUR CHILDREN, AND THE CAUSE OF OUR LIBERTY. AND THUS, WE DID GO FORTH WITH ALL OUR MIGHT AGAINST THE LAMANITES, WHO WERE IN THE CITY OF MANTI; AND WE DID PITCH OUR TENTS BY THE WILDERNESS SIDE, WHICH WAS NEAR TO THE CITY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ON THE MORROW, THAT WHEN THE LAMANITES SAW THAT WE WERE IN THE BORDERS BY THE WILDERNESS WHICH WAS NEAR THE CITY, THAT THEY SENT OUT THEIR SPIES ROUND ABOUT US THAT THEY MIGHT DISCOVER THE NUMBER AND THE STRENGTH OF OUR ARMY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY SAW THAT WE WERE NOT STRONG, ACCORDING TO OUR NUMBERS, AND FEARING THAT WE SHOULD CUT THEM OFF FROM THEIR SUPPORT EXCEPT THEY SHOULD COME OUT TO BATTLE AGAINST US AND KILL US, AND ALSO SUPPOSING THAT THEY COULD EASILY DESTROY US WITH THEIR NUMEROUS HOSTS, THEREFORE THEY BEGAN TO MAKE PREPARATIONS TO COME OUT AGAINST US TO BATTLE. AND WHEN WE SAW THAT THEY WERE MAKING PREPARATIONS TO COME OUT AGAINST US, BEHOLD, I CAUSED THAT GID, WITH A SMALL NUMBER OF MEN, SHOULD SECRETE HIMSELF IN THE WILDERNESS, AND ALSO THAT TEOMNER AND A SMALL NUMBER OF MEN SHOULD SECRETE THEMSELVES ALSO IN THE WILDERNESS. NOW GID AND HIS MEN WERE ON THE RIGHT AND THE OTHERS ON THE LEFT; AND WHEN THEY HAD THUS SECRETED THEMSELVES, BEHOLD, I REMAINED, WITH THE REMAINDER OF MY ARMY, IN THAT SAME PLACE WHERE WE HAD FIRST PITCHED OUR TENTS AGAINST THE TIME THAT THE LAMANITES SHOULD COME OUT TO BATTLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES DID COME OUT WITH THEIR NUMEROUS, ARMY AGAINST US. AND WHEN THEY HAD COME AND WERE ABOUT TO FALL UPON US WITH THE SWORD, I CAUSED THAT MY MEN, THOSE WHO WERE WITH ME, SHOULD RETREAT INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES DID FOLLOW AFTER US WITH GREAT SPEED, FOR THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY DESIROUS TO OVERTAKE US THAT THEY MIGHT SLAY US; THEREFORE, THEY DID FOLLOW US INTO THE WILDERNESS; AND WE DID PASS BY IN THE MIDST OF GID AND TEOMNER, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE NOT DISCOVERED BY THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE LAMANITES HAD PASSED BY, OR WHEN THE ARMY HAD PASSED BY, GID AND TEOMNER DID RISE UP FROM THEIR SECRET PLACES, AND DID CUT OFF THE SPIES OF THE LAMANITES THAT THEY SHOULD NOT RETURN TO THE CITY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD CUT THEM OFF, THEY RAN TO THE CITY AND FELL UPON THE GUARDS WHO WERE LEFT TO GUARD THE CITY, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID DESTROY THEM AND DID TAKE POSSESSION OF THE CITY. NOW THIS WAS DONE BECAUSE THE LAMANITES DID SUFFER THEIR WHOLE ARMY, SAVE A FEW GUARDS ONLY, TO BE LED AWAY INTO THE WILDERNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT GID AND TEOMNER BY THIS MEANS HAD OBTAINED POSSESSION OF THEIR STRONGHOLDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE TOOK OUR COURSE, AFTER HAVING TRAVELED MUCH IN THE WILDERNESS TOWARDS THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. AND WHEN THE LAMANITES SAW THAT THEY WERE MARCHING TOWARDS THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY AFRAID, LEST THERE WAS A PLAN LAID TO LEAD THEM ON TO DESTRUCTION; THEREFORE, THEY BEGAN TO RETREAT INTO THE WILDERNESS AGAIN, YEA, EVEN BACK BY THE SAME WAY WHICH THEY HAD COME. AND BEHOLD, IT WAS NIGHT AND THEY DID PITCH THEIR TENTS, FOR THE CHIEF CAPTAINS OF THE LAMANITES HAD SUPPOSED THAT THE NEPHITES WERE WEARY BECAUSE OF THEIR MARCH; AND SUPPOSING THAT THEY HAD DRIVEN THEIR WHOLE ARMY THEREFORE THEY TOOK NO THOUGHT CONCERNING THE CITY OF MANTI. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN IT WAS NIGHT, I CAUSED THAT MY MEN SHOULD NOT SLEEP, BUT THAT THEY SHOULD MARCH FORWARD BY ANOTHER WAY TOWARDS THE LAND OF MANTI. AND BECAUSE OF THIS OUR MARCH IN THE NIGHTTIME, BEHOLD, ON THE MORROW WE WERE BEYOND THE LAMANITES, INSOMUCH THAT WE DID ARRIVE BEFORE THEM AT THE CITY OF MANTI. AND THUS, IT CAME TO PASS, THAT BY THIS STRATAGEM WE DID TAKE POSSESSION OF THE CITY OF MANTI WITHOUT THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES DID ARRIVE NEAR THE CITY, AND SAW THAT WE WERE PREPARED TO MEET THEM, THEY WERE ASTONISHED EXCEEDINGLY AND STRUCK WITH GREAT FEAR, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID FLEE INTO THE WILDERNESS. YEA, AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES DID FLEE OUT OF ALL THIS QUARTER OF THE LAND. BUT BEHOLD, THEY HAVE CARRIED WITH THEM MANY WOMEN AND CHILDREN OUT OF THE LAND. AND THOSE CITIES WHICH HAD BEEN TAKEN BY THE LAMANITES, ALL OF THEM ARE AT THIS PERIOD OF TIME IN OUR POSSESSION; AND OUR FATHERS AND OUR WOMEN AND OUR CHILDREN ARE RETURNING TO THEIR HOMES, ALL SAVE IT BE THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN TAKEN PRISONERS AND CARRIED OFF BY THE LAMANITES. BUT BEHOLD, OUR ARMIES ARE SMALL TO MAINTAIN SO GREAT A NUMBER OF CITIES AND SO GREAT POSSESSIONS. BUT BEHOLD, WE TRUST IN OUR GOD WHO HAS GIVEN US VICTORY OVER THOSE LANDS, INSOMUCH THAT WE HAVE OBTAINED THOSE CITIES AND THOSE LANDS, WHICH WERE OUR OWN. NOW WE DO NOT KNOW THE CAUSE THAT THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT GRANT US MORE STRENGTH; NEITHER DO THOSE MEN WHO CAME UP UNTO US KNOW WHY WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED GREATER STRENGTH. BEHOLD, WE DO NOT KNOW BUT WHAT YE ARE UNSUCCESSFUL, AND YE HAVE DRAWN AWAY THE FORCES INTO THAT QUARTER OF THE LAND; IF SO, WE DO NOT DESIRE TO MURMUR. AND IF IT IS NOT SO, BEHOLD, WE FEAR THAT THERE IS SOME FACTION IN THE GOVERNMENT, THAT THEY DO NOT SEND MORE MEN TO OUR ASSISTANCE; FOR WE KNOW THAT THEY ARE MORE NUMEROUS THAN THAT WHICH THEY HAVE SENT. BUT, BEHOLD, IT MATTERETH NOT—WE TRUST GOD WILL DELIVER US, NOTWITHSTANDING THE WEAKNESS OF OUR ARMIES, YEA, AND DELIVER US OUT OF THE HANDS OF OUR ENEMIES. BEHOLD, THIS IS THE TWENTY AND NINTH YEAR, IN THE LATTER END, AND WE ARE IN THE POSSESSION OF OUR LANDS; AND THE LAMANITES HAVE FLED TO THE LAND OF NEPHI. AND THOSE SONS OF THE PEOPLE OF AMMON, OF WHOM I HAVE SO HIGHLY SPOKEN, ARE WITH ME IN THE CITY OF MANTI; AND THE LORD HAS SUPPORTED THEM, YEA, AND KEPT THEM FROM FALLING BY THE SWORD, INSOMUCH THAT EVEN ONE SOUL HAS NOT BEEN SLAIN. BUT BEHOLD, THEY HAVE RECEIVED MANY WOUNDS; NEVERTHELESS, THEY STAND FAST IN THAT LIBERTY WHEREWITH GOD HAS MADE THEM FREE; AND THEY ARE STRICT TO REMEMBER THE LORD THEIR GOD FROM DAY TO DAY; YEA, THEY DO OBSERVE TO KEEP HIS STATUTES, AND HIS JUDGMENTS, AND HIS COMMANDMENTS CONTINUALLY; AND THEIR FAITH IS STRONG IN THE PROPHECIES CONCERNING THAT WHICH IS TO COME. AND NOW, MY BELOVED BROTHER, MORONI, MAY THE LORD OUR GOD, WHO HAS REDEEMED US AND MADE US FREE, KEEP YOU CONTINUALLY IN HIS PRESENCE; YEA, AND MAY HE FAVOR THIS PEOPLE, EVEN THAT YE MAY HAVE SUCCESS IN OBTAINING THE POSSESSION OF ALL THAT WHICH THE LAMANITES HAVE TAKEN FROM US, WHICH WAS FOR OUR SUPPORT. AND NOW, BEHOLD, I CLOSE MINE EPISTLE. I AM HELAMAN, THE SON OF ALMA. 
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NOW IT CAME TO PASS IN THE THIRTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, AFTER MORONI HAD RECEIVED AND HAD READ HELAMAN’S EPISTLE, HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY REJOICED BECAUSE OF THE WELFARE, YEA, THE EXCEEDING SUCCESS WHICH HELAMAN HAD HAD, IN OBTAINING THOSE LANDS WHICH WERE LOST. YEA, AND HE DID MAKE IT KNOWN UNTO ALL HIS PEOPLE, IN ALL THE LAND ROUND ABOUT IN THAT PART WHERE HE WAS, THAT THEY MIGHT REJOICE ALSO. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE IMMEDIATELY SENT AN EPISTLE TO PAHORAN, DESIRING THAT HE SHOULD CAUSE MEN TO BE GATHERED TOGETHER TO STRENGTHEN HELAMAN, OR THE ARMIES OF HELAMAN, INSOMUCH THAT HE MIGHT WITH EASE MAINTAIN THAT PART OF THE LAND WHICH HE HAD BEEN SO MIRACULOUSLY PROSPERED IN REGAINING. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN MORONI HAD SENT THIS EPISTLE TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, HE BEGAN AGAIN TO LAY A PLAN THAT HE MIGHT OBTAIN THE REMAINDER OF THOSE POSSESSIONS AND CITIES WHICH THE LAMANITES HAD TAKEN FROM THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHILE MORONI WAS THUS MAKING PREPARATIONS TO GO AGAINST THE LAMANITES TO BATTLE, BEHOLD, THE PEOPLE OF NEPHIHAH, WHO WERE GATHERED TOGETHER FROM THE CITY OF MORONI AND THE CITY OF LEHI AND THE CITY OF MORIANTON, WERE ATTACKED BY THE LAMANITES. YEA, EVEN THOSE WHO HAD BEEN COMPELLED TO FLEE FROM THE LAND OF MANTI, AND FROM THE LAND ROUND ABOUT, HAD COME OVER AND JOINED THE LAMANITES IN THIS PART OF THE LAND. AND THUS, BEING EXCEEDINGLY NUMEROUS, YEA, AND RECEIVING STRENGTH FROM DAY TO DAY, BY THE COMMAND OF AMMORON THEY CAME FORTH AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF NEPHIHAH, AND THEY DID BEGIN TO SLAY THEM WITH AN EXCEEDINGLY GREAT SLAUGHTER. AND THEIR ARMIES WERE SO NUMEROUS THAT THE REMAINDER OF THE PEOPLE OF NEPHIHAH WERE OBLIGED TO FLEE BEFORE THEM; AND THEY CAME EVEN AND JOINED THE ARMY OF MORONI. AND NOW AS MORONI HAD SUPPOSED THAT THERE SHOULD BE MEN SENT TO THE CITY OF NEPHIHAH, TO THE ASSISTANCE OF THE PEOPLE TO MAINTAIN THAT CITY, AND KNOWING THAT IT WAS EASIER TO KEEP THE CITY FROM FALLING INTO THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES THAN TO RETAKE IT FROM THEM, HE SUPPOSED THAT THEY WOULD EASILY MAINTAIN THAT CITY. THEREFORE, HE RETAINED ALL HIS FORCE TO MAINTAIN THOSE PLACES WHICH HE HAD RECOVERED. AND NOW, WHEN MORONI SAW THAT THE CITY OF NEPHIHAH WAS LOST HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL, AND BEGAN TO DOUBT, BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THE PEOPLE, WHETHER THEY SHOULD NOT FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THEIR BRETHREN. NOW THIS WAS THE CASE WITH ALL HIS CHIEF CAPTAINS. THEY DOUBTED AND MARVELED ALSO BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THE PEOPLE, AND THIS BECAUSE OF THE SUCCESS OF THE LAMANITES OVER THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI WAS ANGRY WITH THE GOVERNMENT, BECAUSE OF THEIR INDIFFERENCE CONCERNING THE FREEDOM OF THEIR COUNTRY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE WROTE AGAIN TO THE GOVERNOR OF THE LAND, WHO WAS PAHORAN, AND THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH HE WROTE, SAYING: BEHOLD, I DIRECT MINE EPISTLE TO PAHORAN, IN THE CITY OF ZARAHEMLA, WHO IS THE CHIEF JUDGE AND THE GOVERNOR OVER THE LAND, AND ALSO TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CHOSEN BY THIS PEOPLE TO GOVERN AND MANAGE THE AFFAIRS OF THIS WAR. FOR BEHOLD, I HAVE SOMEWHAT TO SAY UNTO THEM BY THE WAY OF CONDEMNATION; FOR BEHOLD, YE YOURSELVES KNOW THAT YE HAVE BEEN APPOINTED TO GATHER TOGETHER MEN, AND ARM THEM WITH SWORDS, AND WITH CIMETERS, AND ALL MANNER OF WEAPONS OF WAR OF EVERY KIND, AND SEND FORTH AGAINST THE LAMANITES, IN WHATSOEVER PARTS THEY SHOULD COME INTO OUR LAND. AND NOW BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT MYSELF, AND ALSO MY MEN, AND ALSO HELAMAN AND HIS MEN, HAVE SUFFERED EXCEEDINGLY GREAT SUFFERINGS; YEA, EVEN HUNGER, THIRST, AND FATIGUE, AND ALL MANNER OF AFFLICTIONS OF EVERY KIND. BUT BEHOLD, WERE THIS ALL WE HAD SUFFERED WE WOULD NOT MURMUR NOR COMPLAIN. BUT BEHOLD, GREAT HAS BEEN THE SLAUGHTER AMONG OUR PEOPLE; YEA, THOUSANDS HAVE FALLEN BY THE SWORD, WHILE IT MIGHT HAVE OTHERWISE BEEN IF YE HAD RENDERED UNTO OUR ARMIES, SUFFICIENT STRENGTH AND SUCCOR FOR THEM. YEA, GREAT HAS BEEN YOUR NEGLECT TOWARDS US. AND NOW BEHOLD, WE DESIRE TO KNOW THE CAUSE OF THIS EXCEEDINGLY GREAT NEGLECT; YEA, WE DESIRE TO KNOW THE CAUSE OF YOUR THOUGHTLESS STATE. CAN YOU THINK TO SIT UPON YOUR THRONES IN A STATE OF THOUGHTLESS STUPOR, WHILE YOUR ENEMIES ARE SPREADING THE WORK OF DEATH AROUND YOU? YEA, WHILE THEY ARE MURDERING THOUSANDS OF YOUR BRETHREN—YEA, EVEN THEY WHO HAVE LOOKED UP TO YOU FOR PROTECTION, YEA, HAVE PLACED YOU IN A SITUATION THAT YE MIGHT HAVE SUCCORED THEM, YEA, YE MIGHT HAVE SENT ARMIES UNTO THEM, TO HAVE STRENGTHENED THEM, AND HAVE SAVED THOUSANDS OF THEM FROM FALLING BY THE SWORD. BUT BEHOLD, THIS IS NOT ALL—YE HAVE WITHHELD YOUR PROVISIONS FROM THEM, INSOMUCH THAT MANY HAVE FOUGHT AND BLED OUT THEIR LIVES BECAUSE OF THEIR GREAT DESIRES WHICH THEY HAD FOR THE WELFARE OF THIS PEOPLE; YEA, AND THIS THEY HAVE DONE WHEN THEY WERE ABOUT TO PERISH WITH HUNGER, BECAUSE OF YOUR EXCEEDINGLY GREAT NEGLECT TOWARDS THEM. AND NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN—FOR YE OUGHT TO BE BELOVED; YEA, AND YE OUGHT TO HAVE STIRRED YOURSELVES MORE DILIGENTLY FOR THE WELFARE AND THE FREEDOM OF THIS PEOPLE; BUT BEHOLD, YE HAVE NEGLECTED THEM INSOMUCH THAT THE BLOOD OF THOUSANDS SHALL COME UPON YOUR HEADS FOR VENGEANCE; YEA, FOR KNOWN UNTO GOD WERE ALL THEIR CRIES, AND ALL THEIR SUFFERINGS—BEHOLD, COULD YE SUPPOSE THAT YE COULD SIT UPON YOUR THRONES, AND BECAUSE OF THE EXCEEDING GOODNESS OF GOD YE COULD DO NOTHING AND HE WOULD DELIVER YOU? BEHOLD, IF YE HAVE SUPPOSED THIS YE HAVE SUPPOSED IN VAIN. DO YE SUPPOSE THAT, BECAUSE SO MANY OF YOUR BRETHREN HAVE BEEN KILLED IT IS BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS? I SAY UNTO YOU, IF YE HAVE SUPPOSED THIS YE HAVE SUPPOSED IN VAIN; FOR I SAY UNTO YOU, THERE ARE MANY WHO HAVE FALLEN BY THE SWORD; AND BEHOLD IT IS TO YOUR CONDEMNATION; FOR THE LORD SUFFERETH THE RIGHTEOUS TO BE SLAIN THAT HIS JUSTICE AND JUDGMENT MAY COME UPON THE WICKED; THEREFORE YE NEED NOT SUPPOSE THAT THE RIGHTEOUS ARE LOST BECAUSE THEY ARE SLAIN; BUT BEHOLD, THEY DO ENTER INTO THE REST OF THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND NOW BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, I FEAR EXCEEDINGLY THAT THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD WILL COME UPON THIS PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF THEIR EXCEEDING SLOTHFULNESS, YEA, EVEN THE SLOTHFULNESS OF OUR GOVERNMENT, AND THEIR EXCEEDINGLY GREAT NEGLECT TOWARDS THEIR BRETHREN, YEA, TOWARDS THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SLAIN. FOR WERE IT NOT FOR THE WICKEDNESS WHICH FIRST COMMENCED AT OUR HEAD, WE COULD HAVE WITHSTOOD OUR ENEMIES THAT THEY COULD HAVE GAINED NO POWER OVER US. YEA, HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE WAR WHICH BROKE OUT AMONG OURSELVES; YEA, WERE IT NOT FOR THESE KING-MEN, WHO CAUSED SO MUCH BLOODSHED AMONG OURSELVES; YEA, AT THE TIME WE WERE CONTENDING AMONG OURSELVES, IF WE HAD UNITED OUR STRENGTH AS WE HITHERTO HAVE DONE; YEA, HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE DESIRE OF POWER AND AUTHORITY WHICH THOSE KING-MEN HAD OVER US; HAD THEY BEEN TRUE TO THE CAUSE OF OUR FREEDOM, AND UNITED WITH US, AND GONE FORTH AGAINST OUR ENEMIES, INSTEAD OF TAKING UP THEIR SWORDS AGAINST US, WHICH WAS THE CAUSE OF SO MUCH BLOODSHED AMONG OURSELVES; YEA, IF WE HAD GONE FORTH AGAINST THEM IN THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD, WE SHOULD HAVE DISPERSED OUR ENEMIES, FOR IT WOULD HAVE BEEN DONE, ACCORDING TO THE FULFILLING OF HIS WORD. BUT BEHOLD, NOW THE LAMANITES ARE COMING UPON US, TAKING POSSESSION OF OUR LANDS, AND THEY ARE MURDERING OUR PEOPLE WITH THE SWORD, YEA, OUR WOMEN AND OUR CHILDREN, AND ALSO CARRYING THEM AWAY CAPTIVE, CAUSING THEM THAT THEY SHOULD SUFFER ALL MANNER OF AFFLICTIONS, AND THIS BECAUSE OF THE GREAT WICKEDNESS OF THOSE WHO ARE SEEKING FOR POWER AND AUTHORITY, YEA, EVEN THOSE KING-MEN. BUT WHY SHOULD I SAY MUCH CONCERNING THIS MATTER? FOR WE KNOW NOT BUT WHAT YE YOURSELVES ARE SEEKING FOR AUTHORITY. WE KNOW NOT BUT WHAT YE ARE ALSO TRAITORS TO YOUR COUNTRY. OR IS IT THAT YE HAVE NEGLECTED US BECAUSE YE ARE IN THE HEART OF OUR COUNTRY AND YE ARE SURROUNDED BY SECURITY, THAT YE DO NOT CAUSE FOOD TO BE SENT UNTO US, AND ALSO MEN TO STRENGTHEN OUR ARMIES? HAVE YE FORGOTTEN THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD YOUR GOD? YEA, HAVE YE FORGOTTEN THE CAPTIVITY OF OUR FATHERS? HAVE YE FORGOTTEN THE MANY TIMES WE HAVE BEEN DELIVERED OUT OF THE HANDS OF OUR ENEMIES? OR DO YE SUPPOSE THAT THE LORD WILL STILL DELIVER US, WHILE WE SIT UPON OUR THRONES AND DO NOT MAKE USE OF THE MEANS WHICH THE LORD HAS PROVIDED FOR US? YEA, WILL YE SIT IN IDLENESS WHILE YE ARE SURROUNDED WITH THOUSANDS OF THOSE, YEA, AND TENS OF THOUSANDS, WHO DO ALSO SIT IN IDLENESS, WHILE THERE ARE THOUSANDS ROUND ABOUT IN THE BORDERS OF THE LAND WHO ARE FALLING BY THE SWORD, YEA, WOUNDED AND BLEEDING? DO YE SUPPOSE THAT GOD WILL LOOK UPON YOU AS GUILTLESS WHILE YE SIT STILL AND BEHOLD THESE THINGS? BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY. NOW I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER THAT GOD HAS SAID THAT THE INWARD VESSEL SHALL BE CLEANSED FIRST, AND THEN SHALL THE OUTER VESSEL BE CLEANSED ALSO. AND NOW, EXCEPT YE DO REPENT OF THAT WHICH YE HAVE DONE, AND BEGIN TO BE UP AND DOING, AND SEND FORTH FOOD AND MEN UNTO US, AND ALSO UNTO HELAMAN, THAT HE MAY SUPPORT THOSE PARTS OF OUR COUNTRY WHICH HE HAS REGAINED, AND THAT WE MAY ALSO RECOVER THE REMAINDER OF OUR POSSESSIONS IN THESE PARTS, BEHOLD IT WILL BE EXPEDIENT THAT WE CONTEND NO MORE WITH THE LAMANITES UNTIL WE HAVE FIRST CLEANSED OUR INWARD VESSEL, YEA, EVEN THE GREAT HEAD OF OUR GOVERNMENT. AND EXCEPT YE GRANT MINE EPISTLE, AND COME OUT AND SHOW UNTO ME A TRUE SPIRIT OF FREEDOM, AND STRIVE TO STRENGTHEN AND FORTIFY OUR ARMIES, AND GRANT UNTO THEM FOOD FOR THEIR SUPPORT, BEHOLD I WILL LEAVE A PART OF MY FREEMEN TO MAINTAIN THIS PART OF OUR LAND, AND I WILL LEAVE THE STRENGTH AND THE BLESSINGS OF GOD UPON THEM, THAT NONE OTHER POWER CAN OPERATE AGAINST THEM—AND THIS BECAUSE OF THEIR EXCEEDING FAITH, AND THEIR PATIENCE IN THEIR TRIBULATIONS—AND I WILL COME UNTO YOU, AND IF THERE BE ANY AMONG YOU THAT HAS A DESIRE FOR FREEDOM, YEA, IF THERE BE EVEN A SPARK OF FREEDOM REMAINING, BEHOLD I WILL STIR UP INSURRECTIONS AMONG YOU, EVEN UNTIL THOSE WHO HAVE DESIRES TO USURP POWER AND AUTHORITY SHALL BECOME EXTINCT. YEA, BEHOLD I DO NOT FEAR YOUR POWER NOR YOUR AUTHORITY, BUT IT IS MY GOD WHOM I FEAR; AND IT IS ACCORDING TO HIS COMMANDMENTS THAT I DO TAKE MY SWORD TO DEFEND THE CAUSE OF MY COUNTRY, AND IT IS BECAUSE OF YOUR INIQUITY THAT WE HAVE SUFFERED SO MUCH LOSS. BEHOLD IT IS TIME, YEA, THE TIME IS NOW AT HAND, THAT EXCEPT YE DO BESTIR YOURSELVES IN THE DEFENCE OF YOUR COUNTRY AND YOUR LITTLE ONES, THE SWORD OF JUSTICE DOTH HANG OVER YOU; YEA, AND IT SHALL FALL UPON YOU AND VISIT YOU EVEN TO YOUR UTTER DESTRUCTION. BEHOLD, I WAIT FOR ASSISTANCE FROM YOU; AND, EXCEPT YE DO ADMINISTER UNTO OUR RELIEF, BEHOLD, I COME UNTO YOU, EVEN IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND SMITE YOU WITH THE SWORD, INSOMUCH THAT YE CAN HAVE NO MORE POWER TO IMPEDE THE PROGRESS OF THIS PEOPLE IN THE CAUSE OF OUR FREEDOM. FOR BEHOLD, THE LORD WILL NOT SUFFER THAT YE SHALL LIVE AND WAX STRONG IN YOUR INIQUITIES TO DESTROY HIS RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE. BEHOLD, CAN YOU SUPPOSE THAT THE LORD WILL SPARE YOU AND COME OUT IN JUDGMENT AGAINST THE LAMANITES, WHEN IT IS THE TRADITION OF THEIR FATHERS THAT HAS CAUSED THEIR HATRED, YEA, AND IT HAS BEEN REDOUBLED BY THOSE WHO HAVE DISSENTED FROM US, WHILE YOUR INIQUITY IS FOR THE CAUSE OF YOUR LOVE OF GLORY AND THE VAIN THINGS OF THE WORLD? YE KNOW THAT YE DO TRANSGRESS THE LAWS OF GOD, AND YE DO KNOW THAT YE DO TRAMPLE THEM UNDER YOUR FEET. BEHOLD, THE LORD SAITH UNTO ME: IF THOSE WHOM YE HAVE APPOINTED YOUR GOVERNORS DO NOT REPENT OF THEIR SINS AND INIQUITIES, YE SHALL GO UP TO BATTLE AGAINST THEM. AND NOW BEHOLD, I, MORONI, AM CONSTRAINED, ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT WHICH I HAVE MADE TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF MY GOD; THEREFOREI WOULD THAT YE SHOULD ADHERE TO THE WORD OF GOD, AND SEND SPEEDILY UNTO ME OF YOUR PROVISIONS AND OF YOUR MEN, AND ALSO TO HELAMAN. AND BEHOLD, IF YE WILL NOT DO THIS I COME UNTO YOU SPEEDILY; FOR BEHOLD, GOD WILL NOT SUFFER THAT WE SHOULD PERISH WITH HUNGER; THEREFORE, HE WILL GIVE UNTO US OF YOUR FOOD, EVEN IF IT MUST BE BY THE SWORD. NOW SEE THAT YE FULFIL THE WORD OF GOD. BEHOLD, I AM MORONI, YOUR CHIEF CAPTAIN. I SEEK NOT FOR POWER, BUT TO PULL IT DOWN. I SEEK NOT FOR HONOR OF THE WORLD, BUT FOR THE GLORY OF MY GOD, AND THE FREEDOM AND WELFARE OF MY COUNTRY. AND THUS, I CLOSE MINE EPISTLE. 
ALMA 28
BEHOLD, NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT SOON AFTER MORONI HAD SENT HIS EPISTLE UNTO THE CHIEF GOVERNOR, HE RECEIVED AN EPISTLE FROM PAHORAN, THE CHIEF GOVERNOR. AND THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH HE RECEIVED: I, PAHORAN, WHO AM THE CHIEF GOVERNOR OF THIS LAND, DO SEND THESE WORDS UNTO MORONI, THE CHIEF CAPTAIN OVER THE ARMY. BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, MORONI, THAT I DO NOT JOY IN YOUR GREAT AFFLICTIONS, YEA, IT GRIEVES MY SOUL. BUT BEHOLD, THERE ARE THOSE WHO DO JOY IN YOUR AFFLICTIONS, YEA, INSOMUCH THAT THEY HAVE RISEN UP IN REBELLION AGAINST ME, AND ALSO THOSE OF MY PEOPLE WHO ARE FREEMEN, YEA, AND THOSE WHO HAVE RISEN UP ARE EXCEEDINGLY NUMEROUS. AND IT IS THOSE WHO HAVE SOUGHT TO TAKE AWAY THE JUDGMENT-SEAT FROM ME THAT HAVE BEEN THE CAUSE OF THIS GREAT INIQUITY; FOR THEY HAVE USED GREAT FLATTERY, AND THEY HAVE LED AWAY THE HEARTS OF MANY PEOPLE, WHICH WILL BE THE CAUSE OF SORE AFFLICTION AMONG US; THEY HAVE WITHHELD OUR PROVISIONS, AND HAVE DAUNTED OUR FREEMEN THAT THEY HAVE NOT COME UNTO YOU. AND BEHOLD, THEY HAVE DRIVEN ME OUT BEFORE THEM, AND I HAVE FLED TO THE LAND OF GIDEON, WITH AS MANY MEN AS IT WERE POSSIBLE THAT I COULD GET. AND BEHOLD, I HAVE SENT A PROCLAMATION THROUGHOUT THIS PART OF THE LAND; AND BEHOLD, THEY ARE FLOCKING TO US DAILY, TO THEIR ARMS, IN THE DEFENCE OF THEIR COUNTRY AND THEIR FREEDOM, AND TO AVENGE OUR WRONGS. AND THEY HAVE COME UNTO US, INSOMUCH THAT THOSE WHO HAVE RISEN UP IN REBELLION AGAINST US ARE SET AT DEFIANCE, YEA, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DO FEAR US AND DURST NOT COME OUT AGAINST US TO BATTLE. THEY HAVE GOT POSSESSION OF THE LAND, OR THE CITY, OF ZARAHEMLA; THEY HAVE APPOINTED A KING OVER THEM, AND HE HATH WRITTEN UNTO THE KING OF THE LAMANITES, IN THE WHICH HE HATH JOINED AN ALLIANCE WITH HIM; IN THE WHICH ALLIANCE HE HATH AGREED TO MAINTAIN THE CITY OF ZARAHEMLA, WHICH MAINTENANCE HE SUPPOSETH WILL ENABLE THE LAMANITES TO CONQUER THE REMAINDER OF THE LAND, AND HE SHALL BE PLACED KING OVER THIS PEOPLE WHEN THEY SHALL BE CONQUERED UNDER THE LAMANITES. AND NOW, IN YOUR EPISTLE YOU HAVE CENSURED ME, BUT IT MATTERETH NOT; I AM NOT ANGRY, BUT DO REJOICE IN THE GREATNESS OF YOUR HEART. I, PAHORAN, DO NOT SEEK FOR POWER, SAVE ONLY TO RETAIN MY JUDGMENT-SEAT THAT I MAY PRESERVE THE RIGHTS AND THE LIBERTY OF MY PEOPLE. MY SOUL STANDETH FAST IN THAT LIBERTY IN THE WHICH GOD HATH MADE US FREE. AND NOW, BEHOLD, WE WILL RESIST WICKEDNESS EVEN UNTO BLOODSHED. WE WOULD NOT SHED THE BLOOD OF THE LAMANITES IF THEY WOULD STAY IN THEIR OWN LAND. WE WOULD NOT SHED THE BLOOD OF OUR BRETHREN IF THEY WOULD NOT RISE UP IN REBELLION AND TAKE THE SWORD AGAINST US. WE WOULD SUBJECT OURSELVES TO THE YOKE OF BONDAGE IF IT WERE REQUISITE WITH THE JUSTICE OF GOD, OR IF HE SHOULD COMMAND US SO TO DO. BUT BEHOLD HE DOTH NOT COMMAND US THAT WE SHALL SUBJECT OURSELVES TO OUR ENEMIES, BUT THAT WE SHOULD PUT OUR TRUST IN HIM, AND HE WILL DELIVER US. THEREFORE, MY BELOVED BROTHER, MORONI, LET US RESIST EVIL, AND WHATSOEVER EVIL WE CANNOT RESIST WITH OUR WORDS, YEA, SUCH AS REBELLIONS AND DISSENSIONS, LET US RESIST THEM WITH OUR SWORDS, THAT WE MAY RETAIN OUR FREEDOM, THAT WE MAY REJOICE IN THE GREAT PRIVILEGE OF OUR CHURCH, AND IN THE CAUSE OF OUR REDEEMER AND OUR GOD. THEREFORE, COME UNTO ME SPEEDILY WITH A FEW OF YOUR MEN, AND LEAVE THE REMAINDER IN THE CHARGE OF LEHI AND TEANCUM; GIVE UNTO THEM POWER TO CONDUCT THE WAR IN THAT PART OF THE LAND, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF GOD, WHICH IS ALSO THE SPIRIT OF FREEDOM WHICH IS IN THEM. BEHOLD I HAVE SENT A FEW PROVISIONS UNTO THEM, THAT THEY MAY NOT PERISH UNTIL YE CAN COME UNTO ME. GATHER TOGETHER WHATSOEVER FORCE YE CAN UPON YOUR MARCH HITHER, AND WE WILL GO SPEEDILY AGAINST THOSE DISSENTERS, IN THE STRENGTH OF OUR GOD ACCORDING TO THE FAITH WHICH IS IN US. AND WE WILL TAKE POSSESSION OF THE CITY OF ZARAHEMLA, THAT WE MAY OBTAIN MORE FOOD TO SEND FORTH UNTO LEHI AND TEANCUM; YEA, WE WILL GO FORTH AGAINST THEM IN THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD, AND WE WILL PUT AN END TO THIS GREAT INIQUITY. AND NOW, MORONI, I DO JOY IN RECEIVING YOUR EPISTLE, FOR I WAS SOMEWHAT WORRIED CONCERNING WHAT WE SHOULD DO, WHETHER IT SHOULD BE JUST IN US TO GO AGAINST OUR BRETHREN. BUT YE HAVE SAID, EXCEPT THEY REPENT THE LORD HATH COMMANDED YOU THAT YE SHOULD GO AGAINST THEM. SEE THAT YE STRENGTHEN LEHI AND TEANCUM IN THE LORD; TELL THEM TO FEAR NOT, FOR GOD WILL DELIVER THEM, YEA, AND ALSO ALL THOSE WHO STAND FAST IN THAT LIBERTY WHEREWITH GOD HATH MADE THEM FREE. AND NOW I CLOSE MINE EPISTLE TO MY BELOVED BROTHER, MORONI.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN MORONI HAD RECEIVED THIS EPISTLE HIS HEART DID TAKE COURAGE, AND WAS FILLED WITH EXCEEDINGLY GREAT JOY BECAUSE OF THE FAITHFULNESS OF PAHORAN, THAT HE WAS NOT ALSO A TRAITOR TO THE FREEDOM AND CAUSE OF HIS COUNTRY. BUT HE DID ALSO MOURN EXCEEDINGLY BECAUSE OF THE INIQUITY OF THOSE WHO HAD DRIVEN PAHORAN FROM THE JUDGMENT-SEAT, YEA, IN FINE BECAUSE OF THOSE WHO HAD REBELLED AGAINST THEIR COUNTRY AND ALSO THEIR GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI TOOK A SMALL NUMBER OF MEN, ACCORDING TO THE DESIRE OF PAHORAN, AND GAVE LEHI AND TEANCUM COMMAND OVER THE REMAINDER OF HIS ARMY, AND TOOK HIS MARCH TOWARDS THE LAND OF GIDEON. AND HE DID RAISE THE STANDARD OF LIBERTY IN WHATSOEVER PLACE HE DID ENTER, AND GAINED WHATSOEVER FORCE HE COULD IN ALL HIS MARCH TOWARDS THE LAND OF GIDEON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THOUSANDS DID FLOCK UNTO HIS STANDARD, AND DID TAKE UP THEIR SWORDS IN THE DEFENCE OF THEIR FREEDOM, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT COME INTO BONDAGE. AND THUS, WHEN MORONI HAD GATHERED TOGETHER WHATSOEVER, MEN HE COULD IN ALL HIS MARCH, HE CAME TO THE LAND OF GIDEON; AND UNITING HIS FORCES WITH THOSE OF PAHORAN THEY BECAME EXCEEDINGLY STRONG, EVEN STRONGER THAN THE MEN OF PACHUS, WHO WAS THE KING OF THOSE DISSENTERS WHO HAD DRIVEN THE FREEMEN OUT OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA AND HAD TAKEN POSSESSION OF THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI AND PAHORAN WENT DOWN WITH THEIR ARMIES INTO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND WENT FORTH AGAINST THE CITY, AND DID MEET THE MEN OF PACHUS, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID COME TO BATTLE. AND BEHOLD, PACHUS WAS SLAIN AND HIS MEN WERE TAKEN PRISONERS, AND PAHORAN WAS RESTORED TO HIS JUDGMENT-SEAT. AND THE MEN OF PACHUS RECEIVED THEIR TRIAL, ACCORDING TO THE LAW, AND ALSO THOSE KING-MEN WHO HAD BEEN TAKEN AND CAST INTO PRISON; AND THEY WERE EXECUTED ACCORDING TO THE LAW; YEA, THOSE MEN OF PACHUS AND THOSE KING-MEN, WHOSOEVER WOULD NOT TAKE UP ARMS IN THE DEFENCE OF THEIR COUNTRY, BUT WOULD FIGHT AGAINST IT, WERE PUT TO DEATH. AND THUS, IT BECAME EXPEDIENT THAT THIS LAW SHOULD BE STRICTLY OBSERVED FOR THE SAFETY OF THEIR COUNTRY; YEA, AND WHOSOEVER WAS FOUND DENYING THEIR FREEDOM WAS SPEEDILY EXECUTED ACCORDING TO THE LAW. AND THUS, ENDED THE THIRTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI; MORONI AND PAHORAN HAVING RESTORED PEACE TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AMONG THEIR OWN PEOPLE, HAVING INFLICTED DEATH UPON ALL THOSE WHO WERE NOT TRUE TO THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE THIRTY AND FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, MORONI IMMEDIATELY CAUSED THAT PROVISIONS SHOULD BE SENT, AND ALSO AN ARMY OF SIX THOUSAND MEN SHOULD BE SENT UNTO HELAMAN, TO ASSIST HIM IN PRESERVING THAT PART OF THE LAND. AND HE ALSO CAUSED THAT AN ARMY OF SIX THOUSAND MEN, WITH A SUFFICIENT QUANTITY OF FOOD, SHOULD BE SENT TO THE ARMIES OF LEHI AND TEANCUM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THIS WAS DONE TO FORTIFY THE LAND AGAINST THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI AND PAHORAN, LEAVING A LARGE BODY OF MEN IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, TOOK THEIR MARCH WITH A LARGE BODY OF MEN TOWARDS THE LAND OF NEPHIHAH, BEING DETERMINED TO OVERTHROW THE LAMANITES IN THAT CITY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS THEY WERE MARCHING TOWARDS THE LAND, THEY TOOK A LARGE BODY OF MEN OF THE LAMANITES, AND SLEW MANY OF THEM, AND TOOK THEIR PROVISIONS AND THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THEY HAD TAKEN THEM, THEY CAUSED THEM TO ENTER INTO A COVENANT THAT THEY WOULD NO MORE TAKE UP THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR AGAINST THE NEPHITES. AND WHEN THEY HAD ENTERED INTO THIS COVENANT, THEY SENT THEM TO DWELL WITH THE PEOPLE OF AMMON, AND THEY WERE IN NUMBER ABOUT FOUR THOUSAND WHO HAD NOT BEEN SLAIN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD SENT THEM AWAY, THEY PURSUED THEIR MARCH TOWARDS THE LAND OF NEPHIHAH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD COME TO THE CITY OF NEPHIHAH, THEY DID PITCH THEIR TENTS IN THE PLAINS OF NEPHIHAH, WHICH IS NEAR THE CITY OF NEPHIHAH. NOW MORONI WAS DESIROUS THAT THE LAMANITES SHOULD COME OUT TO BATTLE AGAINST THEM, UPON THE PLAINS; BUT THE LAMANITES, KNOWING OF THEIR EXCEEDINGLY GREAT COURAGE, AND BEHOLDING THE GREATNESS OF THEIR NUMBERS, THEREFORE THEY DURST NOT COME OUT AGAINST THEM; THEREFORE, THEY DID NOT COME TO BATTLE IN THAT DAY. AND WHEN THE NIGHT CAME, MORONI WENT FORTH IN THE DARKNESS OF THE NIGHT, AND CAME UPON THE TOP OF THE WALL TO SPY OUT IN WHAT PART OF THE CITY THE LAMANITES DID CAMP WITH THEIR ARMY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE ON THE EAST, BY THE ENTRANCE; AND THEY WERE ALL ASLEEP. AND NOW MORONI RETURNED TO HIS ARMY, AND CAUSED THAT THEY SHOULD PREPARE IN HASTE STRONG CORDS AND LADDERS, TO BE LET DOWN FROM THE TOP OF THE WALL INTO THE INNER PART OF THE WALL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI CAUSED THAT HIS MEN SHOULD MARCH FORTH AND COME UPON THE TOP OF THE WALL, AND LET THEMSELVES DOWN INTO THAT PART OF THE CITY, YEA, EVEN ON THE WEST, WHERE THE LAMANITES DID NOT CAMP WITH THEIR ARMIES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE ALL LET DOWN INTO THE CITY BY NIGHT, BY THE MEANS OF THEIR STRONG CORDS AND THEIR LADDERS; THUS, WHEN THE MORNING CAME, THEY WERE ALL WITHIN THE WALLS OF THE CITY. AND NOW, WHEN THE LAMANITES AWOKE AND SAW THAT THE ARMIES OF MORONI WERE WITHIN THE WALLS, THEY WERE AFFRIGHTED EXCEEDINGLY, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID FLEE OUT BY THE PASS. AND NOW WHEN MORONI SAW THAT THEY WERE FLEEING BEFORE HIM, HE DID CAUSE THAT HIS MEN SHOULD MARCH FORTH AGAINST THEM, AND SLEW MANY, AND SURROUNDED MANY OTHERS, AND TOOK THEM PRISONERS; AND THE REMAINDER OF THEM FLED INTO THE LAND OF MORONI, WHICH WAS IN THE BORDERS BY THE SEASHORE. THUS, HAD MORONI AND PAHORAN OBTAINED THE POSSESSION OF THE CITY OF NEPHIHAH WITHOUT THE LOSS OF ONE SOUL; AND THERE WERE MANY OF THE LAMANITES WHO WERE SLAIN. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT MANY OF THE LAMANITES THAT WERE PRISONERS WERE DESIROUS TO JOIN THE PEOPLE OF AMMON AND BECOME A FREE PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS MANY AS WERE DESIROUS, UNTO THEM IT WAS GRANTED ACCORDING TO THEIR DESIRES. THEREFORE, ALL THE PRISONERS OF THE LAMANITES DID JOIN THE PEOPLE OF AMMON, AND DID BEGIN TO LABOR EXCEEDINGLY, TILLING THE GROUND, RAISING ALL MANNER OF GRAIN, AND FLOCKS AND HERDS OF EVERY KIND; AND THUS, WERE THE NEPHITES RELIEVED FROM A GREAT BURDEN; YEA, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE RELIEVED FROM ALL THE PRISONERS OF THE LAMANITES. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI, AFTER HE HAD OBTAINED POSSESSION OF THE CITY OF NEPHIHAH, HAVING TAKEN MANY PRISONERS, WHICH DID REDUCE THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES EXCEEDINGLY, AND HAVING REGAINED MANY OF THE NEPHITES WHO HAD BEEN TAKEN PRISONERS, WHICH DID STRENGTHEN THE ARMY OF MORONI EXCEEDINGLY; THEREFORE, MORONI WENT FORTH FROM THE LAND OF NEPHIHAH TO THE LAND OF LEHI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE LAMANITES SAW THAT MORONI WAS COMING AGAINST THEM, THEY WERE AGAIN FRIGHTENED AND FLED BEFORE THE ARMY OF MORONI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI AND HIS ARMY DID PURSUE THEM FROM CITY TO CITY, UNTIL THEY WERE MET BY LEHI AND TEANCUM; AND THE LAMANITES FLED FROM LEHI AND TEANCUM, EVEN DOWN UPON THE BORDERS BY THE SEASHORE, UNTIL THEY CAME TO THE LAND OF MORONI. AND THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES WERE ALL GATHERED TOGETHER, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE ALL IN ONE BODY IN THE LAND OF MORONI. NOW AMMORON, THE KING OF THE LAMANITES, WAS ALSO WITH THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI AND LEHI AND TEANCUM DID ENCAMP WITH THEIR ARMIES ROUND ABOUT IN THE BORDERS OF THE LAND OF MORONI, INSOMUCH THAT THE LAMANITES WERE ENCIRCLED ABOUT IN THE BORDERS BY THE WILDERNESS ON THE SOUTH, AND IN THE BORDERS BY THE WILDERNESS ON THE EAST. AND THUS, THEY DID ENCAMP FOR THE NIGHT. FOR BEHOLD, THE NEPHITES AND THE LAMANITES ALSO WERE WEARY BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THE MARCH; THEREFORE THEY DID NOT RESOLVE UPON ANY STRATAGEM IN THE NIGHT-TIME, SAVE IT WERE TEANCUM; FOR HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY ANGRY WITH AMMORON, INSOMUCH THAT HE CONSIDERED THAT AMMORON, AND AMALICKIAH HIS BROTHER, HAD BEEN THE CAUSE OF THIS GREAT AND LASTING WAR BETWEEN THEM AND THE LAMANITES, WHICH HAD BEEN THE CAUSE OF SO MUCH WAR AND BLOODSHED, YEA, AND SO MUCH FAMINE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT TEANCUM IN HIS ANGER DID GO FORTH INTO THE CAMP OF THE LAMANITES, AND DID LET HIMSELF DOWN OVER THE WALLS OF THE CITY. AND HE WENT FORTH WITH A CORD, FROM PLACE TO PLACE, INSOMUCH THAT HE DID FIND THE KING; AND HE DID CAST A JAVELIN AT HIM, WHICH DID PIERCE HIM NEAR THE HEART. BUT BEHOLD, THE KING DID AWAKEN HIS SERVANTS BEFORE HE DIED, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID PURSUE TEANCUM, AND SLEW HIM. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN LEHI AND MORONI KNEW THAT TEANCUM WAS DEAD THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL; FOR BEHOLD, HE HAD BEEN A MAN WHO HAD FOUGHT VALIANTLY FOR HIS COUNTRY, YEA, A TRUE FRIEND TO LIBERTY; AND HE HAD SUFFERED VERY MANY EXCEEDINGLY SORE AFFLICTIONS. BUT BEHOLD, HE WAS DEAD, AND HAD GONE THE WAY OF ALL THE EARTH. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI MARCHED FORTH ON THE MORROW, AND CAME UPON THE LAMANITES, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID SLAY THEM WITH A GREAT SLAUGHTER; AND THEY DID DRIVE THEM OUT OF THE LAND; AND THEY DID FLEE, EVEN THAT THEY DID NOT RETURN AT THAT TIME AGAINST THE NEPHITES. AND THUS, ENDED THE THIRTY AND FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI; AND THUS, THEY HAD HAD WARS, AND BLOODSHEDS, AND FAMINE, AND AFFLICTION, FOR THE SPACE OF MANY YEARS. AND THERE HAD BEEN MURDERS, AND CONTENTIONS, AND DISSENSIONS, AND ALL MANNER OF INIQUITY AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI; NEVERTHELESS, FOR THE RIGHTEOUS’ SAKE, YEA, BECAUSE OF THE PRAYERS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, THEY WERE SPARED. BUT BEHOLD, BECAUSE OF THE EXCEEDINGLY GREAT LENGTH OF THE WAR BETWEEN THE NEPHITES AND THE LAMANITES MANY HAD BECOME HARDENED, BECAUSE OF THE EXCEEDINGLY GREAT LENGTH OF THE WAR; AND MANY WERE SOFTENED BECAUSE OF THEIR AFFLICTIONS, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID HUMBLE THEMSELVES BEFORE GOD, EVEN IN THE DEPTH OF HUMILITY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER MORONI HAD FORTIFIED THOSE PARTS OF THE LAND WHICH WERE MOST EXPOSED TO THE LAMANITES, UNTIL THEY WERE SUFFICIENTLY STRONG, HE RETURNED TO THE CITY OF ZARAHEMLA; AND ALSO, HELAMAN RETURNED TO THE PLACE OF HIS INHERITANCE; AND THERE WAS ONCE MORE PEACE ESTABLISHED AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND MORONI YIELDED UP THE COMMAND OF HIS ARMIES INTO THE HANDS OF HIS SON, WHOSE NAME WAS MORONIHAH; AND HE RETIRED TO HIS OWN HOUSE THAT HE MIGHT SPEND THE REMAINDER OF HIS DAYS IN PEACE. AND PAHORAN DID RETURN TO HIS JUDGMENTSEAT; AND HELAMAN DID TAKE UPON HIM AGAIN TO PREACH UNTO THE PEOPLE THE WORD OF GOD; FOR BECAUSE OF SO MANY WARS AND CONTENTIONS IT HAD BECOME EXPEDIENT THAT A REGULATION SHOULD BE MADE AGAIN IN THE CHURCH. THEREFORE, HELAMAN AND HIS BRETHREN WENT FORTH, AND DID DECLARE THE WORD OF GOD WITH MUCH POWER UNTO THE CONVINCING OF MANY PEOPLE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS, WHICH DID CAUSE THEM TO REPENT OF THEIR SINS AND TO BE BAPTIZED UNTO THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID ESTABLISH AGAIN THE CHURCH OF GOD, THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND. YEA, AND REGULATIONS WERE MADE CONCERNING THE LAW. AND THEIR JUDGES, AND THEIR CHIEF JUDGES WERE CHOSEN. AND THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI BEGAN TO PROSPER AGAIN IN THE LAND, AND BEGAN TO MULTIPLY AND TO WAX EXCEEDINGLY STRONG AGAIN IN THE LAND. AND THEY BEGAN TO GROW EXCEEDINGLY RICH. BUT NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR RICHES, OR THEIR STRENGTH, OR THEIR PROSPERITY, THEY WERE NOT LIFTED UP IN THE PRIDE OF THEIR EYES; NEITHER WERE THEY SLOW TO REMEMBER THE LORD THEIR GOD; BUT THEY DID HUMBLE THEMSELVES EXCEEDINGLY BEFORE HIM. YEA, THEY DID REMEMBER HOW GREAT THINGS THE LORD HAD DONE FOR THEM, THAT HE HAD DELIVERED THEM FROM DEATH, AND FROM BONDS, AND FROM PRISONS, AND FROM ALL MANNER OF AFFLICTIONS, AND HE HAD DELIVERED THEM OUT OF THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES. AND THEY DID PRAY UNTO THE LORD THEIR GOD CONTINUALLY, INSOMUCH THAT THE LORD DID BLESS THEM, ACCORDING TO HIS WORD, SO THAT THEY DID WAX STRONG AND PROSPER IN THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALL THESE THINGS WERE DONE. AND HELAMAN DIED, IN THE THIRTY AND FIFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI.
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AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE THIRTY AND SIXTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, THAT SHIBLON TOOK POSSESSION OF THOSE SACRED THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN DELIVERED UNTO HELAMAN BY ALMA. AND HE WAS A JUST MAN, AND HE DID WALK UPRIGHTLY BEFORE GOD; AND HE DID OBSERVE TO DO GOOD CONTINUALLY, TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD HIS GOD; AND ALSO DID HIS BROTHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONI DIED ALSO. AND THUS, ENDED THE THIRTY AND SIXTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE THIRTY AND SEVENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, THERE WAS A LARGE COMPANY OF MEN, EVEN TO THE AMOUNT OF FIVE THOUSAND AND FOUR HUNDRED MEN, WITH THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN, DEPARTED OUT OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA INTO THE LAND WHICH WAS NORTHWARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HAGOTH, HE BEING AN EXCEEDINGLY CURIOUS MAN, THEREFORE HE WENT FORTH AND BUILT HIM AN EXCEEDINGLY LARGE SHIP, ON THE BORDERS OF THE LAND BOUNTIFUL, BY THE LAND DESOLATION, AND LAUNCHED IT FORTH INTO THE WEST SEA, BY THE NARROW NECK WHICH LED INTO THE LAND NORTHWARD. AND BEHOLD, THERE WERE MANY OF THE NEPHITES WHO DID ENTER THEREIN AND DID SAIL FORTH WITH MUCH PROVISIONS, AND ALSO MANY WOMEN AND CHILDREN; AND THEY TOOK THEIR COURSE NORTHWARD. AND THUS, ENDED THE THIRTY AND SEVENTH YEAR. AND IN THE THIRTY AND EIGHTH YEAR, THIS MAN BUILT OTHER SHIPS. AND THE FIRST SHIP DID ALSO RETURN, AND MANY MORE PEOPLE DID ENTER INTO IT; AND THEY ALSO TOOK MUCH PROVISIONS, AND SET OUT AGAIN TO THE LAND NORTHWARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE NEVER HEARD OF MORE. AND WE SUPPOSE THAT THEY WERE DROWNED IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ONE OTHER SHIP ALSO DID SAIL FORTH; AND WHITHER SHE DID GO WE KNOW NOT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THIS YEAR THERE WERE MANY PEOPLE WHO WENT FORTH INTO THE LAND NORTHWARD. AND THUS, ENDED THE THIRTY AND EIGHTH YEAR. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE THIRTY AND NINTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, SHIBLON DIED ALSO, AND CORIANTON HAD GONE FORTH TO THE LAND NORTHWARD IN A SHIP, TO CARRY FORTH PROVISIONS UNTO THE PEOPLE WHO HAD GONE FORTH INTO THAT LAND. THEREFORE, IT BECAME EXPEDIENT FOR SHIBLON TO CONFER THOSE SACRED THINGS, BEFORE HIS DEATH, UPON THE SON OF HELAMAN, WHO WAS CALLED HELAMAN, BEING CALLED AFTER THE NAME OF HIS FATHER. NOW BEHOLD, ALL THOSE ENGRAVINGS WHICH WERE IN THE POSSESSION OF HELAMAN WERE WRITTEN AND SENT FORTH AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND, SAVE IT WERE THOSE PARTS WHICH HAD BEEN COMMANDED BY ALMA SHOULD NOT GO FORTH. NEVERTHELESS, THESE THINGS WERE TO BE KEPT SACRED, AND HANDED DOWN FROM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER; THEREFORE, IN THIS YEAR, THEY HAD BEEN CONFERRED UPON HELAMAN, BEFORE THE DEATH OF SHIBLON. AND IT CAME TO PASS ALSO IN THIS YEAR THAT THERE WERE SOME DISSENTERS WHO HAD GONE FORTH UNTO THE LAMANITES; AND THEY WERE STIRRED UP AGAIN TO ANGER AGAINST THE NEPHITES. AND ALSO, IN THIS SAME YEAR THEY CAME DOWN WITH A NUMEROUS ARMY TO WAR AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF MORONIHAH, OR AGAINST THE ARMY OF MORONIHAH, IN THE WHICH THEY WERE BEATEN AND DRIVEN BACK AGAIN TO THEIR OWN LANDS, SUFFERING GREAT LOSS. AND THUS, ENDED THE THIRTY AND NINTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND THUS, ENDED THE ACCOUNT OF ALMA, AND HELAMAN HIS SON, AND ALSO SHIBLON, WHO WAS HIS SON.
THE BOOK OF HELAMAN
HELAMAN 1
AND NOW BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE FORTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, THERE BEGAN TO BE A SERIOUS DIFFICULTY AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES. FOR BEHOLD, PAHORAN HAD DIED, AND GONE THE WAY OF ALL THE EARTH; THEREFORE, THERE BEGAN TO BE A SERIOUS CONTENTION CONCERNING WHO SHOULD HAVE THE JUDGMENT-SEAT AMONG THE BRETHREN, WHO WERE THE SONS OF PAHORAN. NOW THESE ARE THEIR NAMES WHO DID CONTEND FOR THE JUDGMENT-SEAT, WHO DID ALSO CAUSE THE PEOPLE TO CONTEND: PAHORAN, PAANCHI, AND PACUMENI. NOW THESE ARE NOT ALL THE SONS OF PAHORAN (FOR HE HAD MANY), BUT THESE ARE THEY WHO DID CONTEND FOR THE JUDGMENT-SEAT; THEREFORE, THEY DID CAUSE THREE DIVISIONS AMONG THE PEOPLE. NEVERTHELESS, IT CAME TO PASS THAT PAHORAN WAS APPOINTED BY THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE TO BE CHIEF JUDGE AND A GOVERNOR OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT PACUMENI, WHEN HE SAW THAT HE COULD NOT OBTAIN THE JUDGMENT-SEAT, HE DID UNITE WITH THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE. BUT BEHOLD, PAANCHI, AND THAT PART OF THE PEOPLE THAT WERE DESIROUS THAT HE SHOULD BE THEIR GOVERNOR, WAS EXCEEDINGLY WROTH; THEREFORE, HE WAS ABOUT TO FLATTER AWAY THOSE PEOPLE TO RISE UP IN REBELLION AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN. AND IT CAME TO PASS AS HE WAS ABOUT TO DO THIS, BEHOLD, HE WAS TAKEN, AND WAS TRIED ACCORDING TO THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE, AND CONDEMNED UNTO DEATH; FOR HE HAD RAISED UP IN REBELLION AND SOUGHT TO DESTROY THE LIBERTY OF THE PEOPLE. NOW WHEN THOSE PEOPLE WHO WERE DESIROUS THAT HE SHOULD BE THEIR GOVERNOR SAW THAT HE WAS CONDEMNED UNTO DEATH, THEREFORE THEY WERE ANGRY, AND BEHOLD, THEY SENT FORTH ONE KISHKUMEN, EVEN TO THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF PAHORAN, AND MURDERED PAHORAN AS HE SAT UPON THE JUDGMENT-SEAT. AND HE WAS PURSUED BY THE SERVANTS OF PAHORAN; BUT BEHOLD, SO SPEEDY WAS THE FLIGHT OF KISHKUMEN THAT NO MAN COULD OVERTAKE HIM. AND HE WENT UNTO THOSE THAT SENT HIM, AND THEY ALL ENTERED INTO A COVENANT, YEA, SWEARING BY THEIR EVERLASTING MAKER, THAT THEY WOULD TELL NO MAN THAT KISHKUMEN HAD MURDERED PAHORAN. THEREFORE, KISHKUMEN WAS NOT KNOWN AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, FOR HE WAS IN DISGUISE AT THE TIME THAT HE MURDERED PAHORAN. AND KISHKUMEN AND HIS BAND, WHO HAD COVENANTED WITH HIM, DID MINGLE THEMSELVES AMONG THE PEOPLE, IN A MANNER THAT THEY ALL COULD NOT BE FOUND; BUT AS MANY AS WERE FOUND WERE CONDEMNED UNTO DEATH. AND NOW BEHOLD, PACUMENI WAS APPOINTED, ACCORDING TO THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE, TO BE A CHIEF JUDGE AND A GOVERNOR OVER THE PEOPLE, TO REIGN IN THE STEAD OF HIS BROTHER PAHORAN; AND IT WAS ACCORDING TO HIS RIGHT. AND ALL THIS WAS DONE IN THE FORTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES; AND IT HAD AN END. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE FORTY AND FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, THAT THE LAMANITES HAD GATHERED TOGETHER AN INNUMERABLE ARMY OF MEN, AND ARMED THEM WITH SWORDS, AND WITH CIMETERS AND WITH BOWS, AND WITH ARROWS, AND WITH HEAD-PLATES, AND WITH BREASTPLATES, AND WITH ALL MANNER OF SHIELDS OF EVERY KIND. AND THEY CAME DOWN AGAIN THAT THEY MIGHT PITCH BATTLE AGAINST THE NEPHITES. AND THEY WERE LED BY A MAN WHOSE NAME WAS CORIANTUMR; AND HE WAS A DESCENDANT OF ZARAHEMLA; AND HE WAS A DISSENTER FROM AMONG THE NEPHITES; AND HE WAS A LARGE AND A MIGHTY MAN. THEREFORE, THE KING OF THE LAMANITES, WHOSE NAME WAS TUBALOTH, WHO WAS THE SON OF AMMORON, SUPPOSING THAT CORIANTUMR, BEING A MIGHTY MAN, COULD STAND AGAINST THE NEPHITES, WITH HIS STRENGTH AND ALSO WITH HIS GREAT WISDOM, INSOMUCH THAT BY SENDING HIM FORTH HE SHOULD GAIN POWER OVER THE NEPHITES—THEREFORE HE DID STIR THEM UP TO ANGER, AND HE DID GATHER TOGETHER HIS ARMIES, AND HE DID APPOINT CORIANTUMR TO BE THEIR LEADER, AND DID CAUSE THAT THEY SHOULD MARCH DOWN TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA TO BATTLE AGAINST THE NEPHITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT BECAUSE OF SO MUCH CONTENTION AND SO MUCH DIFFICULTY IN THE GOVERNMENT, THAT THEY HAD NOT KEPT SUFFICIENT GUARDS IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA; FOR THEY HAD SUPPOSED THAT THE LAMANITES DURST NOT COME INTO THE HEART OF THEIR LANDS TO ATTACK THAT GREAT CITY ZARAHEMLA. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT CORIANTUMR DID MARCH FORTH AT THE HEAD OF HIS NUMEROUS, HOST AND CAME UPON THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITY, AND THEIR MARCH WAS WITH SUCH EXCEEDINGLY GREAT SPEED THAT THERE WAS NO TIME FOR THE NEPHITES TO GATHER TOGETHER THEIR ARMIES. THEREFORE, CORIANTUMR DID CUT DOWN THE WATCH BY THE ENTRANCE OF THE CITY, AND DID MARCH FORTH WITH HIS WHOLE ARMY INTO THE CITY, AND THEY DID SLAY EVERY ONE WHO DID OPPOSE THEM, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID TAKE POSSESSION OF THE WHOLE CITY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT PACUMENI, WHO WAS THE CHIEF JUDGE, DID FLEE BEFORE CORIANTUMR, EVEN TO THE WALLS OF THE CITY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT CORIANTUMR DID SMITE HIM AGAINST THE WALL, INSOMUCH THAT HE DIED. AND THUS, ENDED THE DAYS OF PACUMENI. AND NOW WHEN CORIANTUMR SAW THAT HE WAS IN POSSESSION OF THE CITY OF ZARAHEMLA, AND SAW THAT THE NEPHITES HAD FLED BEFORE THEM, AND WERE SLAIN, AND WERE TAKEN, AND WERE CAST INTO PRISON, AND THAT HE HAD OBTAINED THE POSSESSION OF THE STRONGEST HOLD IN ALL THE LAND, HIS HEART TOOK COURAGE INSOMUCH THAT HE WAS ABOUT TO GO FORTH AGAINST ALL THE LAND. AND NOW HE DID NOT TARRY IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, BUT HE DID MARCH FORTH WITH A LARGE ARMY, EVEN TOWARDS THE CITY OF BOUNTIFUL; FOR IT WAS HIS DETERMINATION TO GO FORTH AND CUT HIS WAY THROUGH WITH THE SWORD, THAT HE MIGHT OBTAIN THE NORTH PARTS OF THE LAND. AND, SUPPOSING THAT THEIR GREATEST STRENGTH WAS IN THE CENTER OF THE LAND, THEREFORE HE DID MARCH FORTH, GIVING THEM NO TIME TO ASSEMBLE THEMSELVES TOGETHER SAVE IT WERE IN SMALL BODIES; AND IN THIS MANNER THEY DID FALL UPON THEM AND CUT THEM DOWN TO THE EARTH. BUT BEHOLD, THIS MARCH OF CORIANTUMR THROUGH THE CENTER OF THE LAND GAVE MORONIHAH GREAT ADVANTAGE OVER THEM, NOTWITHSTANDING THE GREATNESS OF THE NUMBER OF THE NEPHITES WHO WERE SLAIN. FOR BEHOLD, MORONIHAH HAD SUPPOSED THAT THE LAMANITES DURST NOT COME INTO THE CENTER OF THE LAND, BUT THAT THEY WOULD ATTACK THE CITIES ROUND ABOUT IN THE BORDERS AS THEY HAD HITHERTO DONE; THEREFORE, MORONIHAH HAD CAUSED THAT THEIR STRONG ARMIES SHOULD MAINTAIN THOSE PARTS ROUND ABOUT BY THE BORDERS. BUT BEHOLD, THE LAMANITES WERE NOT FRIGHTENED ACCORDING TO HIS DESIRE, BUT THEY HAD COME INTO THE CENTER OF THE LAND, AND HAD TAKEN THE CAPITAL CITY WHICH WAS THE CITY OF ZARAHEMLA, AND WERE MARCHING THROUGH THE MOST CAPITAL PARTS OF THE LAND, SLAYING THE PEOPLE WITH A GREAT SLAUGHTER, BOTH MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN, TAKING POSSESSION OF MANY CITIES AND OF MANY STRONGHOLDS. BUT WHEN MORONIHAH HAD DISCOVERED THIS, HE IMMEDIATELY SENT FORTH LEHI WITH AN ARMY ROUND ABOUT TO HEAD THEM BEFORE THEY SHOULD COME TO THE LAND BOUNTIFUL. AND THUS, HE DID; AND HE DID HEAD THEM BEFORE THEY CAME TO THE LAND BOUNTIFUL, AND GAVE UNTO THEM BATTLE, INSOMUCH THAT THEY BEGAN TO RETREAT BACK TOWARDS THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONIHAH DID HEAD THEM IN THEIR RETREAT, AND DID GIVE UNTO THEM BATTLE, INSOMUCH THAT IT BECAME AN EXCEEDINGLY BLOODY BATTLE; YEA, MANY WERE SLAIN, AND AMONG THE NUMBER WHO WERE SLAIN CORIANTUMR WAS ALSO FOUND. AND NOW, BEHOLD, THE LAMANITES COULD NOT RETREAT EITHER WAY, NEITHER ON THE NORTH, NOR ON THE SOUTH, NOR ON THE EAST, NOR ON THE WEST, FOR THEY WERE SURROUNDED ON EVERY HAND BY THE NEPHITES. AND THUS, HAD CORIANTUMR PLUNGED THE LAMANITES INTO THE MIDST OF THE NEPHITES, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE IN THE POWER OF THE NEPHITES, AND HE HIMSELF WAS SLAIN, AND THE LAMANITES DID YIELD THEMSELVES INTO THE HANDS OF THE NEPHITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORONIHAH TOOK POSSESSION OF THE CITY OF ZARAHEMLA AGAIN, AND CAUSED THAT THE LAMANITES WHO HAD BEEN TAKEN PRISONERS SHOULD DEPART OUT OF THE LAND IN PEACE. AND THUS, ENDED THE FORTY AND FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE FORTY AND SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, AFTER MORONIHAH HAD ESTABLISHED AGAIN PEACE BETWEEN THE NEPHITES AND THE LAMANITES, BEHOLD THERE WAS NO ONE TO FILL THE JUDGMENT-SEAT; THEREFORE, THERE BEGAN TO BE A CONTENTION AGAIN AMONG THE PEOPLE CONCERNING WHO SHOULD FILL THE JUDGMENT-SEAT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HELAMAN, WHO WAS THE SON OF HELAMAN, WAS APPOINTED TO FILL THE JUDGMENT-SEAT, BY THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE. BUT BEHOLD, KISHKUMEN, WHO HAD MURDERED PAHORAN, DID LAY WAIT TO DESTROY HELAMAN ALSO; AND HE WAS UPHELD BY HIS BAND, WHO HAD ENTERED INTO A COVENANT THAT NO ONE SHOULD KNOW HIS WICKEDNESS. FOR THERE WAS ONE GADIANTON, WHO WAS EXCEEDINGLY EXPERT IN MANY WORDS, AND ALSO IN HIS CRAFT, TO CARRY ON THE SECRET WORK OF MURDER AND OF ROBBERY; THEREFORE, HE BECAME THE LEADER OF THE BAND OF KISHKUMEN. THEREFORE, HE DID FLATTER THEM, AND ALSO KISHKUMEN, THAT IF THEY WOULD PLACE HIM IN THE JUDGMENT-SEAT HE WOULD GRANT UNTO THOSE WHO BELONGED TO HIS BAND THAT THEY SHOULD BE PLACED IN POWER AND AUTHORITY AMONG THE PEOPLE; THEREFORE, KISHKUMEN SOUGHT TO DESTROY HELAMAN. AND IT CAME TO PASS AS HE WENT FORTH TOWARDS THE JUDGMENT-SEAT TO DESTROY HELAMAN, BEHOLD ONE OF THE SERVANTS OF HELAMAN, HAVING BEEN OUT BY NIGHT, AND HAVING OBTAINED, THROUGH DISGUISE, A KNOWLEDGE OF THOSE PLANS WHICH HAD BEEN LAID BY THIS BAND TO DESTROY HELAMAN—AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE MET KISHKUMEN, AND HE GAVE UNTO HIM A SIGN; THEREFORE KISHKUMEN MADE KNOWN UNTO HIM THE OBJECT OF HIS DESIRE, DESIRING THAT HE WOULD CONDUCT HIM TO THE JUDGMENT-SEAT THAT HE MIGHT MURDER HELAMAN. AND WHEN THE SERVANT OF HELAMAN HAD KNOWN ALL THE HEART OF KISHKUMEN, AND HOW THAT IT WAS HIS OBJECT TO MURDER, AND ALSO THAT IT WAS THE OBJECT OF ALL THOSE WHO BELONGED TO HIS BAND TO MURDER, AND TO ROB, AND TO GAIN POWER, (AND THIS WAS THEIR SECRET PLAN, AND THEIR COMBINATION) THE SERVANT OF HELAMAN SAID UNTO KISHKUMEN: LET US GO FORTH UNTO THE JUDGMENT-SEAT. NOW THIS DID PLEASE KISHKUMEN EXCEEDINGLY, FOR HE DID SUPPOSE THAT HE SHOULD ACCOMPLISH HIS DESIGN; BUT BEHOLD, THE SERVANT OF HELAMAN, AS THEY WERE GOING FORTH UNTO THE JUDGMENT-SEAT, DID STAB KISHKUMEN EVEN TO THE HEART, THAT HE FELL DEAD WITHOUT A GROAN. AND HE RAN AND TOLD HELAMAN ALL THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD SEEN, AND HEARD, AND DONE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HELAMAN DID SEND FORTH TO TAKE THIS BAND OF ROBBERS AND SECRET MURDERERS, THAT THEY MIGHT BE EXECUTED ACCORDING TO THE LAW. BUT BEHOLD, WHEN GADIANTON HAD FOUND THAT KISHKUMEN DID NOT RETURN HE FEARED LEST THAT HE SHOULD BE DESTROYED; THEREFORE, HE CAUSED THAT HIS BAND SHOULD FOLLOW HIM. AND THEY TOOK THEIR FLIGHT OUT OF THE LAND, BY A SECRET WAY, INTO THE WILDERNESS; AND THUS, WHEN HELAMAN SENT FORTH TO TAKE THEM THEY COULD NOWHERE BE FOUND. AND MORE OF THIS GADIANTON SHALL BE SPOKEN HEREAFTER. AND THUS, ENDED THE FORTY AND SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND BEHOLD, IN THE END OF THIS BOOK YE SHALL SEE THAT THIS GADIANTON DID PROVE THE OVERTHROW, YEA, ALMOST THE ENTIRE DESTRUCTION OF THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. BEHOLD I DO NOT MEAN THE END OF THE BOOK OF HELAMAN, BUT I MEAN THE END OF THE BOOK OF NEPHI, FROM WHICH I HAVE TAKEN ALL THE ACCOUNT WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS IN THE FORTY AND THIRD YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, THERE WAS NO CONTENTION AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI SAVE IT WERE A LITTLE PRIDE WHICH WAS IN THE CHURCH, WHICH DID CAUSE SOME LITTLE DISSENSIONS AMONG THE PEOPLE, WHICH AFFAIRS WERE SETTLED IN THE ENDING OF THE FORTY AND THIRD YEAR. AND THERE WAS NO CONTENTION AMONG THE PEOPLE IN THE FORTY AND FOURTH YEAR; NEITHER WAS THERE MUCH CONTENTION IN THE FORTY AND FIFTH YEAR. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE FORTY AND SIXTH, YEA, THERE WAS MUCH CONTENTION AND MANY DISSENSIONS; IN THE WHICH THERE WERE AN EXCEEDINGLY GREAT MANY WHO DEPARTED OUT OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND WENT FORTH UNTO THE LAND NORTHWARD TO INHERIT THE LAND. AND THEY DID TRAVEL TO AN EXCEEDINGLY GREAT DISTANCE, INSOMUCH THAT THEY CAME TO LARGE BODIES OF WATER AND MANY RIVERS. YEA, AND EVEN THEY DID SPREAD FORTH INTO ALL PARTS OF THE LAND, INTO WHATEVER PARTS IT HAD NOT BEEN RENDERED DESOLATE AND WITHOUT TIMBER, BECAUSE OF THE MANY INHABITANTS WHO HAD BEFORE INHERITED THE LAND. AND NOW NO PART OF THE LAND WAS DESOLATE, SAVE IT WERE FOR TIMBER; BUT BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THE PEOPLE WHO HAD BEFORE INHABITED THE LAND IT WAS CALLED DESOLATE. AND THERE BEING BUT LITTLE TIMBER UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, NEVERTHELESS THE PEOPLE WHO WENT FORTH BECAME EXCEEDINGLY EXPERT IN THE WORKING OF CEMENT; THEREFORE, THEY DID BUILD HOUSES OF CEMENT, IN THE WHICH THEY DID DWELL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID MULTIPLY AND SPREAD, AND DID GO FORTH FROM THE LAND SOUTHWARD TO THE LAND NORTHWARD, AND DID SPREAD INSOMUCH THAT THEY BEGAN TO COVER THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH, FROM THE SEA SOUTH TO THE SEA NORTH, FROM THE SEA WEST TO THE SEA EAST. AND THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE LAND NORTHWARD DID DWELL IN TENTS, AND IN HOUSES OF CEMENT, AND THEY DID SUFFER WHATSOEVER TREE SHOULD SPRING UP UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND THAT IT SHOULD GROW UP, THAT IN TIME THEY MIGHT HAVE TIMBER TO BUILD THEIR HOUSES, YEA, THEIR CITIES, AND THEIR TEMPLES, AND THEIR SYNAGOGUES, AND THEIR SANCTUARIES, AND ALL MANNER OF THEIR BUILDINGS. AND IT CAME TO PASS AS TIMBER WAS EXCEEDINGLY SCARCE IN THE LAND NORTHWARD, THEY DID SEND FORTH MUCH BY THE WAY OF SHIPPING. AND THUS, THEY DID ENABLE THE PEOPLE IN THE LAND NORTHWARD THAT THEY MIGHT BUILD MANY CITIES, BOTH OF WOOD AND OF CEMENT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE MANY OF THE PEOPLE OF AMMON, WHO WERE LAMANITES BY BIRTH, DID ALSO GO FORTH INTO THIS LAND. AND NOW THERE ARE MANY RECORDS KEPT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THIS PEOPLE, BY MANY OF THIS PEOPLE, WHICH ARE PARTICULAR AND VERY LARGE, CONCERNING THEM. BUT BEHOLD, A HUNDREDTH PART OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THIS PEOPLE, YEA, THE ACCOUNT OF THE LAMANITES AND OF THE NEPHITES, AND THEIR WARS, AND CONTENTIONS, AND DISSENSIONS, AND THEIR PREACHING, AND THEIR PROPHECIES, AND THEIR SHIPPING AND THEIR BUILDING OF SHIPS, AND THEIR BUILDING OF TEMPLES, AND OF SYNAGOGUES AND THEIR SANCTUARIES, AND THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THEIR WICKEDNESS, AND THEIR MURDERS, AND THEIR ROBBINGS, AND THEIR PLUNDERING, AND ALL MANNER OF ABOMINATIONS AND WHOREDOMS, CANNOT BE CONTAINED IN THIS WORK. BUT BEHOLD, THERE ARE MANY BOOKS AND MANY RECORDS OF EVERY KIND, AND THEY HAVE BEEN KEPT CHIEFLY BY THE NEPHITES. AND THEY HAVE BEEN HANDED DOWN FROM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER BY THE NEPHITES, EVEN UNTIL THEY HAVE FALLEN INTO TRANSGRESSION AND HAVE BEEN MURDERED, PLUNDERED, AND HUNTED, AND DRIVEN FORTH, AND SLAIN, AND SCATTERED UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND MIXED WITH THE LAMANITES UNTIL THEY ARE NO MORE CALLED THE NEPHITES, BECOMING WICKED, AND WILD, AND FEROCIOUS, YEA, EVEN BECOMING LAMANITES. AND NOW I RETURN AGAIN TO MINE ACCOUNT; THEREFORE, WHAT I HAVE SPOKEN HAD PASSED AFTER THERE HAD BEEN GREAT CONTENTIONS, AND DISTURBANCES, AND WARS, AND DISSENSIONS, AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. THE FORTY AND SIXTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES ENDED; AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WAS STILL GREAT CONTENTION IN THE LAND, YEA, EVEN IN THE FORTY AND SEVENTH YEAR, AND ALSO IN THE FORTY AND EIGHTH YEAR. NEVERTHELESS, HELAMAN DID FILL THE JUDGMENT-SEAT WITH JUSTICE AND EQUITY; YEA, HE DID OBSERVE TO KEEP THE STATUTES, AND THE JUDGMENTS, AND THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD; AND HE DID DO THAT WHICH WAS RIGHT IN THE SIGHT OF GOD CONTINUALLY; AND HE DID WALK AFTER THE WAYS OF HIS FATHER, INSOMUCH THAT HE DID PROSPER IN THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE HAD TWO SONS. HE GAVE UNTO THE ELDEST THE NAME OF NEPHI, AND UNTO THE YOUNGEST, THE NAME OF LEHI. AND THEY BEGAN TO GROW UP UNTO THE LORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE WARS AND CONTENTIONS BEGAN TO CEASE, IN A SMALL DEGREE, AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES, IN THE LATTER END OF THE FORTY AND EIGHTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE FORTY AND NINTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, THERE WAS CONTINUAL PEACE ESTABLISHED IN THE LAND, ALL SAVE IT WERE THE SECRET COMBINATIONS WHICH GADIANTON THE ROBBER HAD ESTABLISHED IN THE MORE SETTLED PARTS OF THE LAND, WHICH AT THAT TIME WERE NOT KNOWN UNTO THOSE WHO WERE AT THE HEAD OF GOVERNMENT; THEREFORE, THEY WERE NOT DESTROYED OUT OF THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THIS SAME YEAR THERE WAS EXCEEDINGLY GREAT PROSPERITY IN THE CHURCH, INSOMUCH THAT THERE WERE THOUSANDS WHO DID JOIN THEMSELVES UNTO THE CHURCH AND WERE BAPTIZED UNTO REPENTANCE. AND SO GREAT WAS THE PROSPERITY OF THE CHURCH, AND SO MANY THE BLESSINGS WHICH WERE POURED OUT UPON THE PEOPLE, THAT EVEN THE HIGH PRIESTS AND THE TEACHERS WERE THEMSELVES ASTONISHED BEYOND MEASURE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE WORK OF THE LORD DID PROSPER UNTO THE BAPTIZING AND UNITING TO THE CHURCH OF GOD, MANY SOULS, YEA, EVEN TENS OF THOUSANDS. THUS, WE MAY SEE THAT THE LORD IS MERCIFUL UNTO ALL WHO WILL, IN THE SINCERITY OF THEIR HEARTS, CALL UPON HIS HOLY NAME. YEA, THUS WE SEE THAT THE GATE OF HEAVEN IS OPEN UNTO ALL, EVEN TO THOSE WHO WILL BELIEVE ON THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST, WHO IS THE SON OF GOD. YEA, WE SEE THAT WHOSOEVER WILL MAY LAY HOLD UPON THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH IS QUICK AND POWERFUL, WHICH SHALL DIVIDE ASUNDER ALL THE CUNNING AND THE SNARES AND THE WILES OF THE DEVIL, AND LEAD THE MAN OF CHRIST IN A STRAIT AND NARROW COURSE ACROSS THAT EVERLASTING GULF OF MISERY WHICH IS PREPARED TO ENGULF THE WICKED—AND LAND THEIR SOULS, YEA, THEIR IMMORTAL SOULS, AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, TO SIT DOWN WITH ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND WITH JACOB, AND WITH ALL OUR HOLY FATHERS, TO GO NO MORE OUT. AND IN THIS YEAR, THERE WAS CONTINUAL REJOICING IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND IN ALL THE REGIONS ROUND ABOUT, EVEN IN ALL THE LAND WHICH WAS POSSESSED BY THE NEPHITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WAS PEACE AND EXCEEDINGLY GREAT JOY IN THE REMAINDER OF THE FORTY AND NINTH YEAR; YEA, AND ALSO THERE WAS CONTINUAL PEACE AND GREAT JOY IN THE FIFTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. AND IN THE FIFTY AND FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES THERE WAS PEACE ALSO, SAVE IT WERE THE PRIDE WHICH BEGAN TO ENTER INTO THE CHURCH—NOT INTO THE CHURCH OF GOD, BUT INTO THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE WHO PROFESSED TO BELONG TO THE CHURCH OF GOD—AND THEY WERE LIFTED UP IN PRIDE, EVEN TO THE PERSECUTION OF MANY OF THEIR BRETHREN. NOW THIS WAS A GREAT EVIL, WHICH DID CAUSE THE MORE-HUMBLE PART OF THE PEOPLE TO SUFFER GREAT PERSECUTIONS, AND TO WADE THROUGH MUCH AFFLICTION. NEVERTHELESS, THEY DID FAST AND PRAY OFT, AND DID WAX STRONGER AND STRONGER IN THEIR HUMILITY, AND FIRMER AND FIRMER IN THE FAITH OF CHRIST, UNTO THE FILLING THEIR SOULS WITH JOY AND CONSOLATION, YEA, EVEN TO THE PURIFYING AND THE SANCTIFICATION OF THEIR HEARTS, WHICH SANCTIFICATION COMETH BECAUSE OF THEIR YIELDING THEIR HEARTS UNTO GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE FIFTY AND SECOND YEAR ENDED IN PEACE ALSO, SAVE IT WERE THE EXCEEDINGLY GREAT PRIDE WHICH HAD GOTTEN INTO THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE; AND IT WAS BECAUSE OF THEIR EXCEEDINGLY GREAT RICHES AND THEIR PROSPERITY IN THE LAND; AND IT DID GROW UPON THEM FROM DAY TO DAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE FIFTY AND THIRD YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, HELAMAN DIED, AND HIS ELDEST SON NEPHI BEGAN TO REIGN IN HIS STEAD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID FILL THE JUDGMENT-SEAT WITH JUSTICE AND EQUITY; YEA, HE DID KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND DID WALK IN THE WAYS OF HIS FATHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE FIFTY AND FOURTH YEAR THERE WERE MANY DISSENSIONS IN THE CHURCH, AND THERE WAS ALSO A CONTENTION AMONG THE PEOPLE, INSOMUCH THAT THERE WAS MUCH BLOODSHED. AND THE REBELLIOUS PART, WERE SLAIN AND DRIVEN OUT OF THE LAND, AND THEY DID GO UNTO THE KING OF THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID ENDEAVOR TO STIR UP THE LAMANITES TO WAR AGAINST THE NEPHITES; BUT BEHOLD, THE LAMANITES WERE EXCEEDINGLY AFRAID, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WOULD NOT HEARKEN TO THE WORDS OF THOSE DISSENTERS. BUT IT CAME TO PASS IN THE FIFTY AND SIXTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, THERE WERE DISSENTERS WHO WENT UP FROM THE NEPHITES UNTO THE LAMANITES; AND THEY SUCCEEDED WITH THOSE OTHERS IN STIRRING THEM UP TO ANGER AGAINST THE NEPHITES; AND THEY WERE ALL THAT YEAR PREPARING FOR WAR. AND IN THE FIFTY AND SEVENTH YEAR THEY DID COME DOWN AGAINST THE NEPHITES TO BATTLE, AND THEY DID COMMENCE THE WORK OF DEATH; YEA, INSOMUCH THAT IN THE FIFTY AND EIGHTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES THEY SUCCEEDED IN OBTAINING POSSESSION OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA; YEA, AND ALSO ALL THE LANDS, EVEN UNTO THE LAND WHICH WAS NEAR THE LAND BOUNTIFUL. AND THE NEPHITES AND THE ARMIES OF MORONIHAH WERE DRIVEN EVEN INTO THE LAND OF BOUNTIFUL; AND THERE THEY DID FORTIFY AGAINST THE LAMANITES, FROM THE WEST SEA, EVEN UNTO THE EAST; IT BEING A DAY’S JOURNEY FOR A NEPHITE, ON THE LINE WHICH THEY HAD FORTIFIED AND STATIONED THEIR ARMIES TO DEFEND THEIR NORTH COUNTRY. AND THUS, THOSE DISSENTERS OF THE NEPHITES, WITH THE HELP OF A NUMEROUS ARMY OF THE LAMANITES, HAD OBTAINED ALL THE POSSESSION OF THE NEPHITES WHICH WAS IN THE LAND SOUTHWARD. AND ALL THIS WAS DONE IN THE FIFTY AND EIGHTH AND NINTH YEARS OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE SIXTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, MORONIHAH DID SUCCEED WITH HIS ARMIES IN OBTAINING MANY PARTS OF THE LAND; YEA, THEY REGAINED MANY CITIES WHICH HAD FALLEN INTO THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE SIXTY AND FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES THEY SUCCEEDED IN REGAINING EVEN THE HALF OF ALL THEIR POSSESSIONS. NOW THIS GREAT LOSS OF THE NEPHITES, AND THE GREAT SLAUGHTER WHICH WAS AMONG THEM, WOULD NOT HAVE HAPPENED HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THEIR WICKEDNESS AND THEIR ABOMINATION WHICH WAS AMONG THEM; YEA, AND IT WAS AMONG THOSE ALSO WHO PROFESSED TO BELONG TO THE CHURCH OF GOD. AND IT WAS BECAUSE OF THE PRIDE OF THEIR HEARTS, BECAUSE OF THEIR EXCEEDING RICHES, YEA, IT WAS BECAUSE OF THEIR OPPRESSION TO THE POOR, WITHHOLDING THEIR FOOD FROM THE HUNGRY, WITHHOLDING THEIR CLOTHING FROM THE NAKED, AND SMITING THEIR HUMBLE BRETHREN UPON THE CHEEK, MAKING A MOCK OF THAT WHICH WAS SACRED, DENYING THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY AND OF REVELATION, MURDERING, PLUNDERING, LYING, STEALING, COMMITTING ADULTERY, RISING UP IN GREAT CONTENTIONS, AND DESERTING AWAY INTO THE LAND OF NEPHI, AMONG THE LAMANITES—AND BECAUSE OF THIS THEIR GREAT WICKEDNESS, AND THEIR BOASTINGS IN THEIR OWN STRENGTH, THEY WERE LEFT IN THEIR OWN STRENGTH; THEREFORE THEY DID NOT PROSPER, BUT WERE AFFLICTED AND SMITTEN, AND DRIVEN BEFORE THE LAMANITES, UNTIL THEY HAD LOST POSSESSION OF ALMOST ALL THEIR LANDS. BUT BEHOLD, MORONIHAH DID PREACH MANY THINGS UNTO THE PEOPLE BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITY, AND ALSO NEPHI AND LEHI, WHO WERE THE SONS OF HELAMAN, DID PREACH MANY THINGS UNTO THE PEOPLE, YEA, AND DID PROPHESY MANY THINGS UNTO THEM CONCERNING THEIR INIQUITIES, AND WHAT SHOULD COME UNTO THEM IF THEY DID NOT REPENT OF THEIR SINS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID REPENT, AND INASMUCH AS THEY DID, REPENT THEY DID BEGIN TO PROSPER. FOR WHEN MORONIHAH SAW THAT THEY DID REPENT HE DID VENTURE TO LEAD THEM FORTH FROM PLACE TO PLACE, AND FROM CITY TO CITY, EVEN UNTIL THEY HAD REGAINED THE ONE-HALF OF THEIR PROPERTY AND THE ONE-HALF OF ALL THEIR LANDS. AND THUS, ENDED THE SIXTY AND FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE SIXTY AND SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, THAT MORONIHAH COULD OBTAIN NO MORE POSSESSIONS OVER THE LAMANITES. THEREFORE, THEY DID ABANDON THEIR DESIGN TO OBTAIN THE REMAINDER OF THEIR LANDS, FOR SO NUMEROUS WERE THE LAMANITES THAT IT BECAME IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE NEPHITES TO OBTAIN MORE POWER OVER THEM; THEREFORE, MORONIHAH DID EMPLOY ALL HIS ARMIES IN MAINTAINING THOSE PARTS WHICH HE HAD TAKEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS, BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THE NUMBER OF THE LAMANITES THE NEPHITES WERE IN GREAT FEAR, LEST THEY SHOULD BE OVERPOWERED, AND TRODDEN DOWN, AND SLAIN, AND DESTROYED. YEA, THEY BEGAN TO REMEMBER THE PROPHECIES OF ALMA, AND ALSO THE WORDS OF MOSIAH; AND THEY SAW THAT THEY HAD BEEN A STIFFNECKED PEOPLE, AND THAT THEY HAD SET AT NAUGHT THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD; AND THAT THEY HAD ALTERED AND TRAMPLED UNDER THEIR FEET THE LAWS OF MOSIAH, OR THAT WHICH THE LORD COMMANDED HIM TO GIVE UNTO THE PEOPLE; AND THEY SAW THAT THEIR LAWS HAD BECOME CORRUPTED, AND THAT THEY HAD BECOME A WICKED PEOPLE, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE WICKED EVEN LIKE UNTO THE LAMANITES. AND BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITY THE CHURCH HAD BEGUN TO DWINDLE; AND THEY BEGAN TO DISBELIEVE IN THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY AND IN THE SPIRIT OF REVELATION; AND THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD DID STARE THEM IN THE FACE. AND THEY SAW THAT THEY HAD BECOME WEAK, LIKE UNTO THEIR BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES, AND THAT THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD DID NO MORE PRESERVE THEM; YEA, IT HAD WITHDRAWN FROM THEM BECAUSE THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD DOTH NOT DWELL IN UNHOLY TEMPLES—THEREFORE THE LORD DID CEASE TO PRESERVE THEM BY HIS MIRACULOUS AND MATCHLESS POWER, FOR THEY HAD FALLEN INTO A STATE OF UNBELIEF AND AWFUL WICKEDNESS; AND THEY SAW THAT THE LAMANITES WERE EXCEEDINGLY MORE NUMEROUS THAN THEY, AND EXCEPT THEY SHOULD CLEAVE UNTO THE LORD THEIR GOD THEY MUST UNAVOIDABLY PERISH. FOR BEHOLD, THEY SAW THAT THE STRENGTH OF THE LAMANITES WAS AS GREAT AS THEIR STRENGTH, EVEN MAN FOR MAN. AND THUS, HAD THEY FALLEN INTO THIS GREAT TRANSGRESSION; YEA, THUS HAD THEY BECOME WEAK, BECAUSE OF THEIR TRANSGRESSION, IN THE SPACE OF NOT MANY YEARS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THIS SAME YEAR, BEHOLD, NEPHI DELIVERED UP THE JUDGMENT-SEAT TO A MAN WHOSE NAME WAS CEZORAM. FOR AS THEIR LAWS AND THEIR GOVERNMENTS WERE ESTABLISHED BY THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE, AND THEY WHO CHOSE EVIL WERE MORE NUMEROUS THAN THEY WHO CHOSE GOOD, THEREFORE THEY WERE RIPENING FOR DESTRUCTION, FOR THE LAWS HAD BECOME CORRUPTED. YEA, AND THIS WAS NOT ALL; THEY WERE A STIFFNECKED PEOPLE, INSOMUCH THAT THEY COULD NOT BE GOVERNED BY THE LAW NOR JUSTICE, SAVE IT WERE TO THEIR DESTRUCTION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NEPHI HAD BECOME WEARY BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITY; AND HE YIELDED UP THE JUDGMENT-SEAT, AND TOOK IT UPON HIM TO PREACH THE WORD OF GOD ALL THE REMAINDER OF HIS DAYS, AND HIS BROTHER LEHI ALSO, ALL THE REMAINDER OF HIS DAYS; FOR THEY REMEMBERED THE WORDS WHICH THEIR FATHER HELAMAN SPAKE UNTO THEM. AND THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH HE SPAKE: BEHOLD, MY SONS, I DESIRE THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD; AND I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD DECLARE UNTO THE PEOPLE THESE WORDS. BEHOLD, I HAVE GIVEN UNTO YOU THE NAMES OF OUR FIRST PARENTS WHO CAME OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM; AND THIS I HAVE DONE THAT WHEN YOU REMEMBER YOUR NAMES YE MAY REMEMBER THEM; AND WHEN YE REMEMBER THEM YE MAY REMEMBER THEIR WORKS; AND WHEN YE REMEMBER THEIR WORKS YE MAY KNOW HOW THAT IT IS SAID, AND ALSO WRITTEN, THAT THEY WERE GOOD. THEREFORE, MY SONS, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD DO THAT WHICH IS GOOD, THAT IT MAY BE SAID OF YOU, AND ALSO WRITTEN, EVEN AS IT HAS BEEN SAID AND WRITTEN OF THEM. AND NOW MY SONS, BEHOLD I HAVE SOMEWHAT MORE TO DESIRE OF YOU, WHICH DESIRE IS, THAT YE MAY NOT DO THESE THINGS THAT YE MAY BOAST, BUT THAT YE MAY DO THESE THINGS TO LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES A TREASURE IN HEAVEN, YEA, WHICH IS ETERNAL, AND WHICH FADETH NOT AWAY; YEA, THAT YE MAY HAVE THAT PRECIOUS GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE, WHICH WE HAVE REASON TO SUPPOSE HATH BEEN GIVEN TO OUR FATHERS. O REMEMBER, REMEMBER, MY SONS, THE WORDS WHICH KING BENJAMIN SPAKE UNTO HIS PEOPLE; YEA, REMEMBER THAT THERE IS NO OTHER WAY NOR MEANS WHEREBY MAN CAN BE SAVED, ONLY THROUGH THE ATONING BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST, WHO SHALL COME; YEA, REMEMBER THAT HE COMETH TO REDEEM THE WORLD. AND REMEMBER ALSO THE WORDS WHICH AMULEK SPAKE UNTO ZEEZROM, IN THE CITY OF AMMONIHAH; FOR HE SAID UNTO HIM THAT THE LORD SURELY SHOULD COME TO REDEEM HIS PEOPLE, BUT THAT HE SHOULD NOT COME TO REDEEM THEM IN THEIR SINS, BUT TO REDEEM THEM FROM THEIR SINS. AND HE HATH POWER GIVEN UNTO HIM FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] TO REDEEM THEM FROM THEIR SINS BECAUSE OF REPENTANCE; THEREFORE, HE HATH SENT HIS ANGELS TO DECLARE THE TIDINGS OF THE CONDITIONS OF REPENTANCE, WHICH BRINGETH UNTO THE POWER OF THE REDEEMER, UNTO THE SALVATION OF THEIR SOULS. AND NOW, MY SONS, REMEMBER, REMEMBER THAT IT IS UPON THE ROCK OF OUR REDEEMER, WHO IS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, THAT YE MUST BUILD YOUR FOUNDATION; THAT WHEN THE DEVIL SHALL SEND FORTH HIS MIGHTY WINDS, YEA, HIS SHAFTS IN THE WHIRLWIND, YEA, WHEN ALL HIS HAIL AND HIS MIGHTY STORM SHALL BEAT UPON YOU, IT SHALL HAVE NO POWER OVER YOU TO DRAG YOU DOWN TO THE GULF OF MISERY AND ENDLESS WO, BECAUSE OF THE ROCK UPON WHICH YE ARE BUILT, WHICH IS A SURE FOUNDATION, A FOUNDATION WHEREON IF MEN BUILD THEY CANNOT FALL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THESE WERE THE WORDS WHICH HELAMAN TAUGHT TO HIS SONS; YEA, HE DID TEACH THEM MANY THINGS WHICH ARE NOT WRITTEN, AND ALSO MANY THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN. AND THEY DID REMEMBER HIS WORDS; AND THEREFORE THEY WENT FORTH, KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, TO TEACH THE WORD OF GOD AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, BEGINNING AT THE CITY BOUNTIFUL; AND FROM THENCEFORTH TO THE CITY OF GID; AND FROM THE CITY OF GID TO THE CITY OF MULEK; AND EVEN FROM ONE CITY TO ANOTHER, UNTIL THEY HAD GONE FORTH AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI WHO WERE IN THE LAND SOUTHWARD; AND FROM THENCE INTO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AMONG THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID PREACH WITH GREAT POWER, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID CONFOUND MANY OF THOSE DISSENTERS WHO HAD GONE OVER FROM THE NEPHITES, INSOMUCH THAT THEY CAME FORTH AND DID CONFESS THEIR SINS AND WERE BAPTIZED UNTO REPENTANCE, AND IMMEDIATELY RETURNED TO THE NEPHITES TO ENDEAVOR TO REPAIR UNTO THEM THE WRONGS WHICH THEY HAD DONE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NEPHI AND LEHI DID PREACH UNTO THE LAMANITES WITH SUCH GREAT POWER AND AUTHORITY, FOR THEY HAD POWER AND AUTHORITY GIVEN UNTO THEM THAT THEY MIGHT SPEAK, AND THEY ALSO HAD WHAT THEY SHOULD SPEAK GIVEN UNTO THEM—THEREFORE THEY DID SPEAK UNTO THE GREAT ASTONISHMENT OF THE LAMANITES, TO THE CONVINCING THEM, INSOMUCH THAT THERE WERE EIGHT THOUSAND OF THE LAMANITES WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA AND ROUND ABOUT BAPTIZED UNTO REPENTANCE, AND WERE CONVINCED OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THE TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NEPHI AND LEHI DID PROCEED FROM THENCE TO GO TO THE LAND OF NEPHI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE TAKEN BY AN ARMY OF THE LAMANITES AND CAST INTO PRISON; YEA, EVEN IN THAT SAME PRISON IN WHICH AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN WERE CAST BY THE SERVANTS OF LIMHI. AND AFTER THEY HAD BEEN CAST INTO PRISON MANY DAYS WITHOUT FOOD, BEHOLD, THEY WENT FORTH INTO THE PRISON TO TAKE THEM THAT THEY MIGHT SLAY THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NEPHI AND LEHI WERE ENCIRCLED ABOUT AS IF BY FIRE, EVEN INSOMUCH THAT THEY DURST NOT LAY THEIR HANDS UPON THEM FOR FEAR LEST THEY SHOULD BE BURNED. NEVERTHELESS, NEPHI AND LEHI WERE NOT BURNED; AND THEY WERE AS STANDING IN THE MIDST OF FIRE AND WERE NOT BURNED. AND WHEN THEY SAW THAT THEY WERE ENCIRCLED ABOUT WITH A PILLAR OF FIRE, AND THAT IT BURNED THEM NOT, THEIR HEARTS DID TAKE COURAGE. FOR THEY SAW THAT THE LAMANITES DURST NOT LAY THEIR HANDS UPON THEM; NEITHER DURST THEY COME NEAR UNTO THEM, BUT STOOD AS IF THEY WERE STRUCK DUMB WITH AMAZEMENT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NEPHI AND LEHI DID STAND FORTH AND BEGAN TO SPEAK UNTO THEM, SAYING: FEAR NOT, FOR BEHOLD, IT IS GOD THAT HAS SHOWN UNTO YOU THIS MARVELOUS THING, IN THE WHICH IS SHOWN UNTO YOU THAT YE CANNOT LAY YOUR HANDS ON US TO SLAY US. AND BEHOLD, WHEN THEY HAD SAID THESE WORDS, THE EARTH SHOOK EXCEEDINGLY, AND THE WALLS OF THE PRISON DID SHAKE AS IF THEY WERE ABOUT TO TUMBLE TO THE EARTH; BUT BEHOLD, THEY DID NOT FALL. AND BEHOLD, THEY THAT WERE IN THE PRISON WERE LAMANITES AND NEPHITES WHO WERE DISSENTERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE OVERSHADOWED WITH A CLOUD OF DARKNESS, AND AN AWFUL SOLEMN FEAR CAME UPON THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE CAME A VOICE AS IF IT WERE ABOVE THE CLOUD OF DARKNESS, SAYING: REPENT YE, REPENT YE, AND SEEK NO MORE TO DESTROY MY SERVANTS WHOM I HAVE SENT UNTO YOU TO DECLARE GOOD TIDINGS. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THEY HEARD THIS VOICE, AND BEHELD THAT IT WAS NOT A VOICE OF THUNDER, NEITHER WAS IT A VOICE OF A GREAT TUMULTUOUS NOISE, BUT BEHOLD, IT WAS A STILL VOICE OF PERFECT MILDNESS, AS IF IT HAD BEEN A WHISPER, AND IT DID PIERCE EVEN TO THE VERY SOUL—AND NOTWITHSTANDING THE MILDNESS OF THE VOICE, BEHOLD THE EARTH SHOOK EXCEEDINGLY, AND THE WALLS OF THE PRISON TREMBLED AGAIN, AS IF IT WERE ABOUT TO TUMBLE TO THE EARTH; AND BEHOLD THE CLOUD OF DARKNESS, WHICH HAD OVERSHADOWED THEM, DID NOT DISPERSE—AND BEHOLD THE VOICE CAME AGAIN, SAYING: REPENT YE, REPENT YE, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND; AND SEEK NO MORE TO DESTROY MY SERVANTS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE EARTH SHOOK AGAIN, AND THE WALLS TREMBLED. AND ALSO, AGAIN THE THIRD TIME THE VOICE CAME, AND DID SPEAK UNTO THEM MARVELOUS WORDS WHICH CANNOT BE UTTERED BY MAN; AND THE WALLS DID TREMBLE AGAIN, AND THE EARTH SHOOK AS IF IT WERE ABOUT TO DIVIDE ASUNDER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES COULD NOT FLEE BECAUSE OF THE CLOUD OF DARKNESS WHICH DID OVERSHADOW THEM; YEA, AND ALSO, THEY WERE IMMOVABLE BECAUSE OF THE FEAR WHICH DID COME UPON THEM. NOW THERE WAS ONE AMONG THEM WHO WAS A NEPHITE BY BIRTH, WHO HAD ONCE BELONGED TO THE CHURCH OF GOD BUT HAD DISSENTED FROM THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE TURNED HIM ABOUT, AND BEHOLD, HE SAW THROUGH THE CLOUD OF DARKNESS THE FACES OF NEPHI AND LEHI; AND BEHOLD, THEY DID SHINE EXCEEDINGLY, EVEN AS THE FACES OF ANGELS. AND HE BEHELD THAT THEY DID LIFT THEIR EYES TO HEAVEN; AND THEY WERE IN THE ATTITUDE AS IF TALKING OR LIFTING THEIR VOICES TO SOME BEING WHOM THEY BEHELD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THIS MAN DID CRY UNTO THE MULTITUDE, THAT THEY MIGHT TURN AND LOOK. AND BEHOLD, THERE WAS POWER GIVEN UNTO THEM THAT THEY DID TURN AND LOOK; AND THEY DID BEHOLD THE FACES OF NEPHI AND LEHI. AND THEY SAID UNTO THE MAN: BEHOLD, WHAT DO ALL THESE THINGS MEAN, AND WHO IS IT WITH WHOM THESE MEN DO CONVERSE? NOW THE MAN’S NAME WAS AMINADAB. AND AMINADAB SAID UNTO THEM: THEY DO CONVERSE WITH THE ANGELS OF GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES SAID UNTO HIM: WHAT SHALL WE DO, THAT THIS CLOUD OF DARKNESS MAY BE REMOVED FROM OVERSHADOWING US? AND AMINADAB SAID UNTO THEM: YOU MUST REPENT, AND CRY UNTO THE VOICE, EVEN UNTIL YE SHALL HAVE FAITH IN CHRIST, WHO WAS TAUGHT UNTO YOU BY ALMA, AND AMULEK, AND ZEEZROM; AND WHEN YE SHALL DO THIS, THE CLOUD OF DARKNESS SHALL BE REMOVED FROM OVERSHADOWING YOU. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY ALL DID BEGIN TO CRY UNTO THE VOICE OF HIM WHO HAD SHAKEN THE EARTH; YEA, THEY DID CRY EVEN UNTIL THE CLOUD OF DARKNESS WAS DISPERSED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY CAST THEIR EYES ABOUT, AND SAW THAT THE CLOUD OF DARKNESS WAS DISPERSED FROM OVERSHADOWING THEM, BEHOLD, THEY SAW THAT THEY WERE ENCIRCLED ABOUT, YEA EVERY SOUL, BY A PILLAR OF FIRE. AND NEPHI AND LEHI WERE IN THE MIDST OF THEM; YEA, THEY WERE ENCIRCLED ABOUT; YEA, THEY WERE AS IF IN THE MIDST OF A FLAMING FIRE, YET IT DID HARM THEM NOT, NEITHER DID IT TAKE HOLD UPON THE WALLS OF THE PRISON; AND THEY WERE FILLED WITH THAT JOY WHICH IS UNSPEAKABLE AND FULL OF GLORY. AND BEHOLD, THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD DID COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND DID ENTER INTO THEIR HEARTS, AND THEY WERE FILLED AS IF WITH FIRE, AND THEY COULD SPEAK FORTH MARVELOUS WORDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE CAME A VOICE UNTO THEM, YEA, A PLEASANT VOICE, AS IF IT WERE A WHISPER, SAYING: PEACE, PEACE BE UNTO YOU, BECAUSE OF YOUR FAITH IN MY WELL BELOVED, WHO WAS FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. AND NOW, WHEN THEY HEARD THIS, THEY CAST UP THEIR EYES AS IF TO BEHOLD FROM WHENCE THE VOICE CAME; AND BEHOLD, THEY SAW THE HEAVENS OPEN; AND ANGELS CAME DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN AND MINISTERED UNTO THEM. AND THERE WERE ABOUT THREE HUNDRED SOULS WHO SAW AND HEARD THESE THINGS; AND THEY WERE BIDDEN TO GO FORTH AND MARVEL NOT, NEITHER SHOULD THEY DOUBT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID GO FORTH, AND DID MINISTER UNTO THE PEOPLE, DECLARING THROUGHOUT ALL THE REGIONS ROUND ABOUT ALL THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAD HEARD AND SEEN, INSOMUCH THAT THE MORE PART OF THE LAMANITES, WERE CONVINCED OF THEM, BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THE EVIDENCES WHICH THEY HAD RECEIVED. AND AS MANY AS WERE CONVINCED DID LAY DOWN THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR, AND ALSO THEIR HATRED AND THE TRADITION OF THEIR FATHERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID YIELD UP UNTO THE NEPHITES THE LANDS OF THEIR POSSESSION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE SIXTY AND SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES HAD ENDED, ALL THESE THINGS HAD HAPPENED AND THE LAMANITES HAD BECOME, THE MORE PART OF THEM, A RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE, INSOMUCH THAT THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS DID EXCEED THAT OF THE NEPHITES, BECAUSE OF THEIR FIRMNESS AND THEIR STEADINESS IN THE FAITH. FOR BEHOLD, THERE WERE MANY OF THE NEPHITES WHO HAD BECOME HARDENED AND IMPENITENT AND GROSSLY WICKED, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID REJECT THE WORD OF GOD AND ALL THE PREACHING AND PROPHESYING WHICH DID COME AMONG THEM. NEVERTHELESS, THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH DID HAVE GREAT JOY BECAUSE OF THE CONVERSION OF THE LAMANITES, YEA, BECAUSE OF THE CHURCH OF GOD, WHICH HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED AMONG THEM. AND THEY DID FELLOWSHIP ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND DID REJOICE ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND DID HAVE GREAT JOY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MANY OF THE LAMANITES DID COME DOWN INTO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND DID DECLARE UNTO THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES THE MANNER OF THEIR CONVERSION, AND DID EXHORT THEM TO FAITH AND REPENTANCE. YEA, AND MANY DID PREACH WITH EXCEEDINGLY GREAT POWER AND AUTHORITY, UNTO THE BRINGING DOWN MANY OF THEM INTO THE DEPTHS OF HUMILITY, TO BE THE HUMBLE FOLLOWERS OF GOD AND THE LAMB. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MANY OF THE LAMANITES DID GO INTO THE LAND NORTHWARD; AND ALSO, NEPHI AND LEHI WENT INTO THE LAND NORTHWARD, TO PREACH UNTO THE PEOPLE. AND THUS, ENDED THE SIXTY AND THIRD YEAR. AND BEHOLD, THERE WAS PEACE IN ALL THE LAND, INSOMUCH THAT THE NEPHITES DID GO INTO WHATSOEVER PART OF THE LAND THEY WOULD, WHETHER AMONG THE NEPHITES OR THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES DID ALSO GO WHITHERSOEVER THEY WOULD, WHETHER IT, WERE AMONG THE LAMANITES OR AMONG THE NEPHITES; AND THUS, THEY DID HAVE FREE INTERCOURSE ONE WITH ANOTHER, TO BUY AND TO SELL, AND TO GET GAIN, ACCORDING TO THEIR DESIRE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY BECAME EXCEEDINGLY RICH, BOTH THE LAMANITES AND THE NEPHITES; AND THEY DID HAVE AN EXCEEDING PLENTY OF GOLD, AND OF SILVER, AND OF ALL MANNER OF PRECIOUS METALS, BOTH IN THE LAND SOUTH AND IN THE LAND NORTH. NOW THE LAND SOUTH WAS CALLED LEHI, AND THE LAND NORTH WAS CALLED MULEK, WHICH WAS AFTER THE SON OF ZEDEKIAH; FOR THE LORD DID BRING MULEK INTO THE LAND NORTH, AND LEHI INTO THE LAND SOUTH. AND BEHOLD, THERE WAS ALL MANNER OF GOLD IN BOTH THESE LANDS, AND OF SILVER, AND OF PRECIOUS ORE OF EVERY KIND; AND THERE WERE ALSO CURIOUS WORKMEN, WHO DID WORK ALL KINDS OF ORE AND DID REFINE IT; AND THUS, THEY DID BECOME RICH. THEY DID RAISE GRAIN IN ABUNDANCE, BOTH IN THE NORTH AND IN THE SOUTH; AND THEY DID FLOURISH EXCEEDINGLY, BOTH IN THE NORTH AND IN THE SOUTH. AND THEY DID MULTIPLY AND WAX EXCEEDINGLY STRONG IN THE LAND. AND THEY DID RAISE MANY FLOCKS AND HERDS, YEA, MANY FATLINGS. BEHOLD THEIR WOMEN DID TOIL AND SPIN, AND DID MAKE ALL MANNER OF CLOTH, OF FINETWINED LINEN AND CLOTH OF EVERY KIND, TO CLOTHE THEIR NAKEDNESS. AND THUS, THE SIXTY AND FOURTH YEAR DID PASS AWAY IN PEACE. AND IN THE SIXTY AND FIFTH YEAR THEY DID ALSO HAVE GREAT JOY AND PEACE, YEA, MUCH PREACHING AND MANY PROPHECIES CONCERNING THAT WHICH WAS TO COME. AND THUS, PASSED AWAY THE SIXTY AND FIFTH YEAR. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE SIXTY AND SIXTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, BEHOLD, CEZORAM WAS MURDERED BY AN UNKNOWN HAND AS HE SAT UPON THE JUDGMENT-SEAT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE SAME YEAR, THAT HIS SON, WHO HAD BEEN APPOINTED BY THE PEOPLE IN HIS STEAD, WAS ALSO MURDERED. AND THUS, ENDED THE SIXTY AND SIXTH YEAR. AND IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SIXTY AND SEVENTH YEAR THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO GROW EXCEEDINGLY WICKED AGAIN. FOR BEHOLD, THE LORD HAD BLESSED THEM SO LONG WITH THE RICHES OF THE WORLD THAT THEY HAD NOT BEEN STIRRED UP TO ANGER, TO WARS, NOR TO BLOODSHED; THEREFORE, THEY BEGAN TO SET THEIR HEARTS UPON THEIR RICHES; YEA, THEY BEGAN TO SEEK TO GET GAIN THAT THEY MIGHT BE LIFTED UP ONE ABOVE ANOTHER; THEREFORE THEY BEGAN TO COMMIT SECRET MURDERS, AND TO ROB AND TO PLUNDER, THAT THEY MIGHT GET GAIN. AND NOW BEHOLD, THOSE MURDERERS AND PLUNDERERS WERE A BAND WHO HAD BEEN FORMED BY KISHKUMEN AND GADIANTON. AND NOW IT HAD COME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE MANY, EVEN AMONG THE NEPHITES, OF GADIANTON’S BAND. BUT BEHOLD, THEY WERE MORE NUMEROUS AMONG THE MORE WICKED PART OF THE LAMANITES. AND THEY WERE CALLED GADIANTON’S ROBBERS AND MURDERERS. AND IT WAS THEY WHO DID MURDER THE CHIEF JUDGE CEZORAM, AND HIS SON, WHILE IN THE JUDGMENT-SEAT; AND BEHOLD, THEY WERE NOT FOUND. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE LAMANITES FOUND THAT THERE WERE ROBBERS AMONG THEM, THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL; AND THEY DID USE EVERY MEANS IN THEIR POWER TO DESTROY THEM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH. BUT BEHOLD, SATAN DID STIR UP THE HEARTS OF THE MORE PART OF THE NEPHITES, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID UNITE WITH THOSE BANDS OF ROBBERS, AND DID ENTER INTO THEIR COVENANTS AND THEIR OATHS, THAT THEY WOULD PROTECT AND PRESERVE ONE ANOTHER IN WHATSOEVER DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES THEY SHOULD BE PLACED, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT SUFFER FOR THEIR MURDERS, AND THEIR PLUNDERINGS, AND THEIR STEALINGS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID HAVE THEIR SIGNS, YEA, THEIR SECRET SIGNS, AND THEIR SECRET WORDS; AND THIS THAT THEY MIGHT DISTINGUISH A BROTHER WHO HAD ENTERED INTO THE COVENANT, THAT WHATSOEVER WICKEDNESS HIS BROTHER SHOULD DO HE SHOULD NOT BE INJURED BY HIS BROTHER, NOR BY THOSE WHO DID BELONG TO HIS BAND, WHO HAD TAKEN THIS COVENANT. AND THUS, THEY MIGHT MURDER, AND PLUNDER, AND STEAL, AND COMMIT WHOREDOMS AND ALL MANNER OF WICKEDNESS, CONTRARY TO THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY AND ALSO THE LAWS OF THEIR GOD. AND WHOSOEVER OF THOSE WHO BELONGED TO THEIR BAND SHOULD REVEAL UNTO THE WORLD OF THEIR WICKEDNESS AND THEIR ABOMINATIONS, SHOULD BE TRIED, NOT ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY, BUT ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF THEIR WICKEDNESS, WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN BY GADIANTON AND KISHKUMEN. NOW BEHOLD, IT IS THESE SECRET OATHS AND COVENANTS WHICH ALMA COMMANDED HIS SON SHOULD NOT GO FORTH UNTO THE WORLD, LEST THEY SHOULD BE A MEANS OF BRINGING DOWN THE PEOPLE UNTO DESTRUCTION. NOW BEHOLD, THOSE SECRET OATHS AND COVENANTS DID NOT COME FORTH UNTO GADIANTON FROM THE RECORDS WHICH WERE DELIVERED UNTO HELAMAN; BUT BEHOLD, THEY WERE PUT INTO THE HEART OF GADIANTON BY THAT SAME BEING WHO DID ENTICE OUR FIRST PARENTS TO PARTAKE OF THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT—YEA, THAT SAME BEING WHO DID PLOT WITH CAIN, THAT IF HE WOULD MURDER HIS BROTHER ABEL IT SHOULD NOT BE KNOWN UNTO THE WORLD. AND HE DID PLOT WITH CAIN AND HIS FOLLOWERS FROM THAT TIME FORTH. AND ALSO, IT IS THAT SAME BEING WHO PUT IT INTO THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE TO BUILD A TOWER SUFFICIENTLY HIGH THAT THEY MIGHT GET TO HEAVEN. AND IT WAS THAT SAME BEING WHO LED ON THE PEOPLE WHO CAME FROM THAT TOWER INTO THIS LAND; WHO SPREAD THE WORKS OF DARKNESS AND ABOMINATIONS OVER ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND, UNTIL HE DRAGGED THE PEOPLE DOWN TO AN ENTIRE DESTRUCTION, AND TO AN EVERLASTING HELL. YEA, IT IS THAT SAME BEING WHO PUT IT INTO THE HEART OF GADIANTON TO STILL CARRY ON THE WORK OF DARKNESS, AND OF SECRET MURDER; AND HE HAS BROUGHT IT FORTH FROM THE BEGINNING OF MAN EVEN DOWN TO THIS TIME. AND BEHOLD, IT IS HE WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF ALL SIN. AND BEHOLD, HE DOTH CARRY ON HIS WORKS OF DARKNESS AND SECRET MURDER, AND DOTH HAND DOWN THEIR PLOTS, AND THEIR OATHS, AND THEIR COVENANTS, AND THEIR PLANS OF AWFUL WICKEDNESS, FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION ACCORDING AS HE CAN GET HOLD UPON THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND NOW BEHOLD, HE HAD GOT GREAT HOLD UPON THE HEARTS OF THE NEPHITES; YEA, INSOMUCH THAT THEY HAD BECOME EXCEEDINGLY WICKED; YEA, THE MORE PART OF THEM HAD TURNED OUT OF THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND DID TRAMPLE UNDER THEIR FEET THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND DID TURN UNTO THEIR OWN WAYS, AND DID BUILD UP UNTO THEMSELVES IDOLS OF THEIR GOLD AND THEIR SILVER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALL THESE INIQUITIES DID COME UNTO THEM IN THE SPACE OF NOT MANY YEARS, INSOMUCH THAT A MORE PART OF IT HAD COME UNTO THEM IN THE SIXTY AND SEVENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND THEY DID GROW IN THEIR INIQUITIES IN THE SIXTY AND EIGHTH YEAR ALSO, TO THE GREAT SORROW AND LAMENTATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS. AND THUS, WE SEE THAT THE NEPHITES DID BEGIN TO DWINDLE IN UNBELIEF, AND GROW IN WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS, WHILE THE LAMANITES BEGAN TO GROW EXCEEDINGLY IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR GOD; YEA, THEY DID BEGIN TO KEEP HIS STATUTES AND COMMANDMENTS, AND TO WALK IN TRUTH AND UPRIGHTNESS BEFORE HIM. AND THUS, WE SEE THAT THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD BEGAN TO WITHDRAW FROM THE NEPHITES, BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS AND THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS. AND THUS, WE SEE THAT THE LORD BEGAN TO POUR OUT HIS SPIRIT UPON THE LAMANITES, BECAUSE OF THEIR EASINESS AND WILLINGNESS TO BELIEVE IN HIS WORDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES DID HUNT THE BAND OF ROBBERS OF GADIANTON; AND THEY DID PREACH THE WORD OF GOD AMONG THE MORE WICKED PART OF THEM, INSOMUCH THAT THIS BAND OF ROBBERS WAS UTTERLY DESTROYED FROM AMONG THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS ON THE OTHER HAND, THAT THE NEPHITES DID BUILD THEM UP AND SUPPORT THEM, BEGINNING AT THE MORE WICKED PART OF THEM, UNTIL THEY HAD OVERSPREAD ALL THE LAND OF THE NEPHITES, AND HAD SEDUCED THE MORE PART OF THE RIGHTEOUS UNTIL THEY HAD COME DOWN TO BELIEVE IN THEIR WORKS AND PARTAKE OF THEIR SPOILS, AND TO JOIN WITH THEM IN THEIR SECRET MURDERS AND COMBINATIONS. AND THUS, THEY DID OBTAIN THE SOLE MANAGEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID TRAMPLE UNDER THEIR FEET AND SMITE AND REND AND TURN THEIR BACKS UPON THE POOR AND THE MEEK, AND THE HUMBLE FOLLOWERS OF GOD. AND THUS, WE SEE THAT THEY WERE IN AN AWFUL STATE, AND RIPENING FOR AN EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THUS ENDED THE SIXTY AND EIGHTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. THE PROPHECY OF NEPHI, THE SON OF HELAMAN—GOD THREATENS THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI THAT HE WILL VISIT THEM IN HIS ANGER, TO THEIR UTTER DESTRUCTION EXCEPT THEY REPENT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS. GOD SMITETH THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI WITH PESTILENCE; THEY REPENT AND TURN UNTO HIM. SAMUEL, A LAMANITE, PROPHESIES UNTO THE NEPHITES. 
HELAMAN 3
BEHOLD, NOW IT CAME TO PASS IN THE SIXTY AND NINTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES, THAT NEPHI, THE SON OF HELAMAN, RETURNED TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA FROM THE LAND NORTHWARD. FOR HE HAD BEEN FORTH AMONG THE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE LAND NORTHWARD, AND DID PREACH THE WORD OF GOD UNTO THEM, AND DID PROPHESY MANY THINGS UNTO THEM; AND THEY DID REJECT ALL HIS WORDS, INSOMUCH THAT HE COULD NOT STAY AMONG THEM, BUT RETURNED AGAIN UNTO THE LAND OF HIS NATIVITY. AND SEEING THE PEOPLE IN A STATE OF SUCH AWFUL WICKEDNESS, AND THOSE GADIANTON ROBBERS FILLING THE JUDGMENT-SEATS—HAVING USURPED THE POWER AND AUTHORITY OF THE LAND; LAYING ASIDE THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND NOT IN THE LEAST ARIGHT BEFORE HIM; DOING NO JUSTICE UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN; CONDEMNING THE RIGHTEOUS BECAUSE OF THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS; LETTING THE GUILTY AND THE WICKED GO UNPUNISHED BECAUSE OF THEIR MONEY; AND MOREOVER TO BE HELD IN OFFICE AT THE HEAD OF GOVERNMENT, TO RULE AND DO ACCORDING TO THEIR WILLS, THAT THEY MIGHT GET GAIN AND GLORY OF THE WORLD, AND, MOREOVER, THAT THEY MIGHT THE MORE EASILY COMMIT ADULTERY, AND STEAL, AND KILL, AND DO ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN WILLS—NOW THIS GREAT INIQUITY HAD COME UPON THE NEPHITES, IN THE SPACE OF NOT MANY YEARS; AND WHEN NEPHI SAW IT, HIS HEART WAS SWOLLEN WITH SORROW WITHIN HIS BREAST; AND HE DID EXCLAIM IN THE AGONY OF HIS SOUL: OH, THAT I COULD HAVE HAD MY DAYS IN THE DAYS WHEN MY FATHER NEPHI FIRST CAME OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, THAT I COULD HAVE JOYED WITH HIM IN THE PROMISED LAND; THEN WERE HIS PEOPLE EASY TO BE ENTREATED, FIRM TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND SLOW TO BE LED TO DO INIQUITY; AND THEY WERE QUICK TO HEARKEN UNTO THE WORDS OF THE LORD—YEA, IF MY DAYS COULD HAVE BEEN IN THOSE DAYS, THEN WOULD MY SOUL HAVE HAD JOY IN THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF MY BRETHREN. BUT BEHOLD, I AM CONSIGNED THAT THESE ARE MY DAYS, AND THAT MY SOUL SHALL BE FILLED WITH SORROW BECAUSE OF THIS THE WICKEDNESS OF MY BRETHREN. AND BEHOLD, NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT IT WAS UPON A TOWER, WHICH WAS IN THE GARDEN OF NEPHI, WHICH WAS BY THE HIGHWAY WHICH LED TO THE CHIEF MARKET, WHICH WAS IN THE CITY OF ZARAHEMLA; THEREFORE, NEPHI HAD BOWED HIMSELF UPON THE TOWER WHICH WAS IN HIS GARDEN, WHICH TOWER WAS ALSO NEAR UNTO THE GARDEN GATE BY WHICH LED THE HIGHWAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE CERTAIN MEN PASSING BY AND SAW NEPHI AS HE WAS POURING OUT HIS SOUL UNTO GOD UPON THE TOWER; AND THEY RAN AND TOLD THE PEOPLE WHAT THEY HAD SEEN, AND THE PEOPLE CAME TOGETHER IN MULTITUDES THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THE CAUSE OF SO GREAT MOURNING FOR THE WICKEDNESS OF THE PEOPLE. AND NOW, WHEN NEPHI AROSE, HE BEHELD THE MULTITUDES OF PEOPLE WHO HAD GATHERED TOGETHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, WHY HAVE YE GATHERED YOURSELVES TOGETHER? THAT I MAY TELL YOU OF YOUR INIQUITIES? YEA, BECAUSE I HAVE GOT UPON MY TOWER THAT I MIGHT POUR OUT MY SOUL UNTO MY GOD, BECAUSE OF THE EXCEEDING SORROW OF MY HEART, WHICH IS BECAUSE OF YOUR INIQUITIES! AND BECAUSE OF MY MOURNING AND LAMENTATION YE HAVE GATHERED YOURSELVES TOGETHER, AND DO MARVEL; YEA, AND YE HAVE GREAT NEED TO MARVEL; YEA, YE OUGHT TO MARVEL BECAUSE YE ARE GIVEN AWAY THAT THE DEVIL HAS GOT SO GREAT HOLD UPON YOUR HEARTS. YEA, HOW COULD YOU HAVE GIVEN WAY TO THE ENTICING OF HIM WHO IS SEEKING TO HURL AWAY YOUR SOULS DOWN TO EVERLASTING MISERY AND ENDLESS WO? O REPENT YE, REPENT YE! WHY WILL YE DIE? TURN YE, TURN YE UNTO THE LORD YOUR GOD. WHY HAS HE FORSAKEN YOU? IT IS BECAUSE YOU HAVE HARDENED YOUR HEARTS; YEA, YE WILL NOT HEARKEN UNTO THE VOICE OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD; YEA, YE HAVE PROVOKED HIM TO ANGER AGAINST YOU. AND BEHOLD, INSTEAD OF GATHERING YOU, EXCEPT YE WILL REPENT, BEHOLD, HE SHALL SCATTER YOU FORTH THAT YE SHALL BECOME MEAT FOR DOGS AND WILD BEASTS. O, HOW COULD YOU HAVE FORGOTTEN YOUR GOD IN THE VERY DAY THAT HE HAS DELIVERED YOU? BUT BEHOLD, IT IS TO GET GAIN, TO BE PRAISED OF MEN, YEA, AND THAT YE MIGHT GET GOLD AND SILVER. AND YE HAVE SET YOUR HEARTS UPON THE RICHES AND THE VAIN THINGS OF THIS WORLD, FOR THE WHICH YE DO MURDER, AND PLUNDER, AND STEAL, AND BEAR FALSE WITNESS AGAINST YOUR NEIGHBOR, AND DO ALL MANNER OF INIQUITY. AND FOR THIS CAUSE, WO SHALL COME UNTO YOU EXCEPT YE SHALL REPENT. FOR IF YE WILL NOT REPENT, BEHOLD, THIS GREAT CITY, AND ALSO ALL THOSE GREAT CITIES WHICH ARE ROUND ABOUT, WHICH ARE IN THE LAND OF OUR POSSESSION, SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY THAT YE SHALL HAVE NO PLACE IN THEM; FOR BEHOLD, THE LORD WILL NOT GRANT UNTO, YOU, STRENGTH, AS HE HAS HITHERTO DONE, TO WITHSTAND AGAINST YOUR ENEMIES. FOR BEHOLD, THUS SAITH THE LORD: I WILL NOT SHOW UNTO THE WICKED OF MY STRENGTH, TO ONE MORE THAN THE OTHER, SAVE IT BE UNTO THOSE WHO REPENT OF THEIR SINS, AND HEARKEN UNTO MY WORDS. NOW THEREFORE, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, THAT IT SHALL BE BETTER FOR THE LAMANITES THAN FOR YOU EXCEPT YE SHALL REPENT. FOR BEHOLD, THEY ARE MORE RIGHTEOUS THAN YOU, FOR THEY HAVE NOT SINNED AGAINST THAT GREAT KNOWLEDGE WHICH YE HAVE RECEIVED; THEREFORE, THE LORD WILL BE MERCIFUL UNTO THEM; YEA, HE WILL LENGTHEN OUT THEIR DAYS AND INCREASE THEIR SEED, EVEN WHEN THOU SHALT BE UTTERLY DESTROYED EXCEPT THOU SHALT REPENT. YEA, WO BE UNTO YOU BECAUSE OF THAT GREAT ABOMINATION WHICH HAS COME AMONG YOU; AND YE HAVE UNITED YOURSELVES UNTO IT, YEA, TO THAT SECRET BAND WHICH WAS ESTABLISHED BY GADIANTON! YEA, WO SHALL COME UNTO YOU BECAUSE OF THAT PRIDE WHICH YE HAVE SUFFERED TO ENTER YOUR HEARTS, WHICH HAS LIFTED YOU UP BEYOND THAT WHICH IS GOOD BECAUSE OF YOUR EXCEEDINGLY GREAT RICHES! YEA, WO BE UNTO YOU BECAUSE OF YOUR WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS! AND EXCEPT YE REPENT YE SHALL PERISH; YEA, EVEN YOUR LANDS SHALL BE TAKEN FROM YOU, AND YE SHALL BE DESTROYED FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH. BEHOLD NOW, I DO NOT SAY THAT THESE THINGS SHALL BE, OF MYSELF, BECAUSE IT IS NOT OF MYSELF THAT I KNOW THESE THINGS; BUT BEHOLD, I KNOW THAT THESE THINGS ARE TRUE BECAUSE THE LORD GOD HAS MADE THEM KNOWN UNTO ME, THEREFORE I TESTIFY THAT THEY SHALL BE. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN NEPHI HAD SAID THESE WORDS, BEHOLD, THERE WERE MEN WHO WERE JUDGES, WHO ALSO BELONGED TO THE SECRET BAND OF GADIANTON, AND THEY WERE ANGRY, AND THEY CRIED OUT AGAINST HIM, SAYING UNTO THE PEOPLE: WHY DO YE NOT SEIZE UPON THIS MAN AND BRING HIM FORTH, THAT HE MAY BE CONDEMNED ACCORDING TO THE CRIME WHICH HE HAS DONE? WHY SEEST THOU THIS MAN, AND HEAREST HIM REVILE AGAINST THIS PEOPLE AND AGAINST OUR LAW? FOR BEHOLD, NEPHI HAD SPOKEN UNTO THEM CONCERNING THE CORRUPTNESS OF THEIR LAW; YEA, MANY THINGS DID NEPHI SPEAK WHICH CANNOT BE WRITTEN; AND NOTHING DID HE SPEAK WHICH WAS CONTRARY TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. AND THOSE JUDGES WERE ANGRY WITH HIM BECAUSE HE SPAKE PLAINLY UNTO THEM CONCERNING THEIR SECRET WORKS OF DARKNESS; NEVERTHELESS, THEY DURST NOT LAY THEIR OWN HANDS UPON HIM, FOR THEY FEARED THE PEOPLE LEST THEY SHOULD CRY OUT AGAINST THEM. THEREFORE, THEY DID CRY UNTO THE PEOPLE, SAYING: WHY DO YOU SUFFER THIS MAN TO REVILE AGAINST US? FOR BEHOLD HE DOTH CONDEMN ALL THIS PEOPLE, EVEN UNTO DESTRUCTION; YEA, AND ALSO THAT THESE OUR GREAT CITIES SHALL BE TAKEN FROM US, THAT WE SHALL HAVE NO PLACE IN THEM. AND NOW WE KNOW THAT THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE, FOR BEHOLD, WE ARE POWERFUL, AND OUR CITIES GREAT, THEREFORE OUR ENEMIES CAN HAVE NO POWER OVER US. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THUS THEY DID STIR UP THE PEOPLE TO ANGER AGAINST NEPHI, AND RAISED CONTENTIONS AMONG THEM; FOR THERE WERE SOME WHO DID CRY OUT: LET THIS MAN ALONE, FOR HE IS A GOOD MAN, AND THOSE THINGS WHICH HE SAITH WILL SURELY COME TO PASS EXCEPT WE REPENT; YEA, BEHOLD, ALL THE JUDGMENTS WILL COME UPON US WHICH HE HAS TESTIFIED UNTO US; FOR WE KNOW THAT HE HAS TESTIFIED ARIGHT UNTO US CONCERNING OUR INIQUITIES. AND BEHOLD THEY ARE MANY, AND HE KNOWETH AS WELL ALL THINGS WHICH SHALL BEFALL US AS HE KNOWETH OF OUR INIQUITIES; YEA, AND BEHOLD, IF HE HAD NOT BEEN A PROPHET, HE COULD NOT HAVE TESTIFIED CONCERNING THOSE THINGS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THOSE PEOPLE WHO SOUGHT TO DESTROY NEPHI WERE COMPELLED BECAUSE OF THEIR FEAR, THAT THEY DID NOT LAY THEIR HANDS ON HIM; THEREFORE, HE BEGAN AGAIN TO SPEAK UNTO THEM, SEEING THAT HE HAD GAINED FAVOR IN THE EYES OF SOME, INSOMUCH THAT THE REMAINDER OF THEM DID FEAR. THEREFORE, HE WAS CONSTRAINED TO SPEAK MORE UNTO THEM SAYING: BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, HAVE YE NOT READ THAT GOD GAVE POWER UNTO ONE MAN, EVEN MOSES, TO SMITE UPON THE WATERS OF THE RED SEA, AND THEY PARTED HITHER AND THITHER, INSOMUCH THAT THE ISRAELITES, WHO WERE OUR FATHERS, CAME THROUGH UPON DRY GROUND, AND THE WATERS CLOSED UPON THE ARMIES OF THE EGYPTIANS AND SWALLOWED THEM UP? AND NOW BEHOLD, IF GOD GAVE UNTO THIS MAN SUCH POWER, THEN WHY SHOULD YE DISPUTE AMONG YOURSELVES, AND SAY THAT HE HATH GIVEN UNTO ME NO POWER WHEREBY I MAY KNOW CONCERNING THE JUDGMENTS THAT SHALL COME UPON YOU EXCEPT YE REPENT? BUT, BEHOLD, YE NOT ONLY DENY MY WORDS, BUT YE ALSO DENY ALL THE WORDS WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN BY OUR FATHERS, AND ALSO THE WORDS WHICH WERE SPOKEN BY THIS MAN, MOSES, WHO HAD SUCH GREAT POWER GIVEN UNTO HIM, YEA, THE WORDS WHICH HE HATH SPOKEN CONCERNING THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH. YEA, DID HE NOT BEAR RECORD THAT THE SON OF GOD SHOULD COME? AND AS HE LIFTED UP THE BRAZEN SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS, EVEN SO SHALL HE BE LIFTED UP WHO SHOULD COME. AND AS MANY AS SHOULD LOOK UPON THAT SERPENT SHOULD LIVE, EVEN SO AS MANY AS SHOULD LOOK UPON THE SON OF GOD WITH FAITH, HAVING A CONTRITE SPIRIT, MIGHT LIVE, EVEN UNTO THAT LIFE WHICH IS ETERNAL. AND NOW BEHOLD, MOSES DID NOT ONLY TESTIFY OF THESE THINGS, BUT ALSO ALL THE HOLY PROPHETS, FROM HIS DAYS EVEN TO THE DAYS OF ABRAHAM. YEA, AND BEHOLD, ABRAHAM SAW OF HIS COMING, AND WAS FILLED WITH GLADNESS AND DID REJOICE. YEA, AND BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT ABRAHAM NOT ONLY KNEW OF THESE THINGS, BUT THERE WERE MANY BEFORE THE DAYS OF ABRAHAM WHO WERE CALLED BY THE ORDER OF GOD; YEA, EVEN AFTER THE ORDER OF HIS SON; AND THIS THAT IT SHOULD BE SHOWN UNTO THE PEOPLE, A GREAT MANY THOUSAND YEARS BEFORE HIS COMING, THAT EVEN REDEMPTION SHOULD COME UNTO THEM. AND NOW I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD KNOW, THAT EVEN SINCE THE DAYS OF ABRAHAM THERE HAVE BEEN MANY PROPHETS THAT HAVE TESTIFIED THESE THINGS; YEA, BEHOLD, THE PROPHET ZENOS DID TESTIFY BOLDLY; FOR THE WHICH HE WAS SLAIN. AND BEHOLD, ALSO ZENOCK, AND ALSO EZIAS, AND ALSO ISAIAH, AND JEREMIAH, (JEREMIAH BEING THAT SAME PROPHET WHO TESTIFIED OF THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM) AND NOW WE KNOW THAT JERUSALEM WAS DESTROYED ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF JEREMIAH. O THEN WHY NOT THE SON OF GOD COME, ACCORDING TO HIS PROPHECY? AND NOW WILL YOU DISPUTE THAT JERUSALEM WAS DESTROYED? WILL YE SAY THAT THE SONS OF ZEDEKIAH WERE NOT SLAIN, ALL EXCEPT IT WERE MULEK? YEA, AND DO YE NOT BEHOLD THAT THE SEED OF ZEDEKIAH ARE WITH US, AND THEY WERE DRIVEN OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM? BUT BEHOLD, THIS IS NOT ALL—OUR FATHER LEHI WAS DRIVEN OUT OF JERUSALEM BECAUSE HE TESTIFIED OF THESE THINGS. NEPHI ALSO TESTIFIED OF THESE THINGS, AND ALSO ALMOST ALL OF OUR FATHERS, EVEN DOWN TO THIS TIME; YEA, THEY HAVE TESTIFIED OF THE COMING OF CHRIST, AND HAVE LOOKED FORWARD, AND HAVE REJOICED IN HIS DAY WHICH IS TO COME. AND BEHOLD, HE IS GOD, AND HE IS WITH THEM, AND HE DID MANIFEST HIMSELF UNTO THEM, THAT THEY WERE REDEEMED BY HIM; AND THEY GAVE UNTO HIM GLORY, BECAUSE OF THAT WHICH IS TO COME. AND NOW, SEEING YE KNOW THESE THINGS AND CANNOT DENY THEM EXCEPT YE SHALL LIE, THEREFORE IN THIS YE HAVE SINNED, FOR YE HAVE REJECTED ALL THESE THINGS, NOTWITHSTANDING SO MANY EVIDENCES WHICH YE HAVE RECEIVED; YEA, EVEN YE HAVE RECEIVED ALL THINGS, BOTH THINGS IN HEAVEN, AND ALL THINGS WHICH ARE IN THE EARTH, AS A WITNESS THAT THEY ARE TRUE. BUT BEHOLD, YE HAVE REJECTED THE TRUTH, AND REBELLED AGAINST YOUR HOLY GOD; AND EVEN AT THIS TIME, INSTEAD OF LAYING UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURES IN HEAVEN, WHERE NOTHING DOTH CORRUPT, AND WHERE NOTHING CAN COME WHICH IS UNCLEAN, YE ARE HEAPING UP FOR YOURSELVES WRATH AGAINST THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. YEA, EVEN AT THIS TIME YE ARE RIPENING, BECAUSE OF YOUR MURDERS AND YOUR FORNICATION AND WICKEDNESS, FOR EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION; YEA, AND EXCEPT YE REPENT IT WILL COME UNTO YOU SOON. YEA, BEHOLD IT IS NOW EVEN AT YOUR DOORS; YEA, GO YE IN UNTO THE JUDGMENT-SEAT, AND SEARCH; AND BEHOLD, YOUR JUDGE IS MURDERED, AND HE LIETH IN HIS BLOOD; AND HE HATH BEEN MURDERED BY HIS BROTHER, WHO SEEKETH TO SIT IN THE JUDGMENT-SEAT. AND BEHOLD, THEY BOTH BELONG TO YOUR SECRET BAND, WHOSE AUTHOR IS GADIANTON AND THE EVIL ONE WHO SEEKETH TO DESTROY THE SOULS OF MEN. BEHOLD, NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN NEPHI HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, CERTAIN MEN WHO WERE AMONG THEM RAN TO THE JUDGMENT-SEAT; YEA, EVEN THERE WERE FIVE WHO WENT, AND THEY SAID AMONG THEMSELVES, AS THEY WENT: BEHOLD, NOW WE WILL KNOW OF A SURETY WHETHER THIS MAN BE A PROPHET AND GOD HATH COMMANDED HIM TO PROPHESY SUCH MARVELOUS THINGS UNTO US. BEHOLD, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT HE HATH; YEA, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT HE IS A PROPHET; NEVERTHELESS, IF THIS THING WHICH HE HAS SAID CONCERNING THE CHIEF JUDGE BE TRUE, THAT HE BE DEAD, THEN WILL WE BELIEVE THAT THE OTHER WORDS WHICH HE HAS SPOKEN ARE TRUE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY RAN IN THEIR MIGHT, AND CAME IN UNTO THE JUDGMENT-SEAT; AND BEHOLD, THE CHIEF JUDGE HAD FALLEN TO THE EARTH, AND DID LIE IN HIS BLOOD. AND NOW BEHOLD, WHEN THEY SAW THIS, THEY WERE ASTONISHED EXCEEDINGLY, INSOMUCH THAT THEY FELL TO THE EARTH; FOR THEY HAD NOT BELIEVED THE WORDS WHICH NEPHI HAD SPOKEN CONCERNING THE CHIEF JUDGE. BUT NOW, WHEN THEY SAW THEY BELIEVED, AND FEAR CAME UPON THEM LEST ALL THE JUDGMENTS WHICH NEPHI HAD SPOKEN SHOULD COME UPON THE PEOPLE; THEREFORE, THEY DID QUAKE, AND HAD FALLEN TO THE EARTH. NOW, IMMEDIATELY WHEN THE JUDGE HAD BEEN MURDERED—HE BEING STABBED BY HIS BROTHER BY A GARB OF SECRECY, AND HE FLED, AND THE SERVANTS RAN AND TOLD THE PEOPLE, RAISING THE CRY OF MURDER AMONG THEM; AND BEHOLD THE PEOPLE DID GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER UNTO THE PLACE OF THE JUDGMENT-SEAT—AND BEHOLD, TO THEIR ASTONISHMENT THEY SAW THOSE FIVE MEN WHO HAD FALLEN TO THE EARTH. AND NOW BEHOLD, THE PEOPLE KNEW NOTHING CONCERNING THE MULTITUDE WHO HAD GATHERED TOGETHER AT THE GARDEN OF NEPHI; THEREFORE, THEY SAID AMONG THEMSELVES: THESE MEN ARE THEY WHO HAVE MURDERED THE JUDGE, AND GOD HAS SMITTEN THEM THAT THEY COULD NOT FLEE FROM US. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY LAID HOLD ON THEM, AND BOUND THEM AND CAST THEM INTO PRISON. AND THERE WAS A PROCLAMATION SENT ABROAD THAT THE JUDGE WAS SLAIN, AND THAT THE MURDERERS HAD BEEN TAKEN AND WERE CAST INTO PRISON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ON THE MORROW THE PEOPLE DID ASSEMBLE THEMSELVES TOGETHER TO MOURN AND TO FAST, AT THE BURIAL OF THE GREAT CHIEF JUDGE WHO HAD BEEN SLAIN. AND THUS, ALSO THOSE JUDGES WHO WERE AT THE GARDEN OF NEPHI, AND HEARD HIS WORDS, WERE ALSO GATHERED TOGETHER AT THE BURIAL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY INQUIRED AMONG THE PEOPLE, SAYING: WHERE ARE THE FIVE WHO WERE SENT TO INQUIRE CONCERNING THE CHIEF JUDGE WHETHER HE WAS DEAD? AND THEY ANSWERED AND SAID: CONCERNING THIS FIVE WHOM YE SAY YE HAVE SENT, WE KNOW NOT; BUT THERE ARE FIVE WHO ARE THE MURDERERS, WHOM WE HAVE CAST INTO PRISON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE JUDGES DESIRED THAT THEY SHOULD BE BROUGHT; AND THEY WERE BROUGHT, AND BEHOLD THEY WERE THE FIVE WHO WERE SENT; AND BEHOLD THE JUDGES INQUIRED OF THEM TO KNOW CONCERNING THE MATTER, AND THEY TOLD THEM ALL THAT THEY HAD DONE, SAYING: WE RAN AND CAME TO THE PLACE OF THE JUDGMENT-SEAT, AND WHEN WE SAW ALL THINGS EVEN AS NEPHI HAD TESTIFIED, WE WERE ASTONISHED INSOMUCH THAT WE FELL TO THE EARTH; AND WHEN WE WERE RECOVERED FROM OUR ASTONISHMENT, BEHOLD THEY CAST US INTO PRISON. NOW, AS FOR THE MURDER OF THIS MAN, WE KNOW NOT WHO HAS DONE IT; AND ONLY THIS MUCH WE KNOW, WE RAN AND CAME ACCORDING AS YE DESIRED, AND BEHOLD HE WAS DEAD, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF NEPHI. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE JUDGES DID EXPOUND THE MATTER UNTO THE PEOPLE, AND DID CRY OUT AGAINST NEPHI, SAYING: BEHOLD, WE KNOW THAT THIS NEPHI MUST HAVE AGREED WITH SOME ONE TO SLAY THE JUDGE, AND THEN HE MIGHT DECLARE IT UNTO US, THAT HE MIGHT CONVERT US UNTO HIS FAITH, THAT HE MIGHT RAISE HIMSELF TO BE A GREAT MAN, CHOSEN OF GOD, AND A PROPHET. AND NOW BEHOLD, WE WILL DETECT THIS MAN, AND HE SHALL CONFESS HIS FAULT AND MAKE KNOWN UNTO US THE TRUE MURDERER OF THIS JUDGE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE FIVE WERE LIBERATED ON THE DAY OF THE BURIAL. NEVERTHELESS, THEY DID REBUKE THE JUDGES IN THE WORDS WHICH THEY HAD SPOKEN AGAINST NEPHI, AND DID CONTEND WITH THEM ONE BY ONE, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID CONFOUND THEM. NEVERTHELESS, THEY CAUSED THAT NEPHI SHOULD BE TAKEN AND BOUND AND BROUGHT BEFORE THE MULTITUDE, AND THEY BEGAN TO QUESTION HIM IN DIVER’S WAYS THAT THEY MIGHT CROSS HIM, THAT THEY MIGHT ACCUSE HIM TO DEATH—SAYING UNTO HIM: THOU ART CONFEDERATE; WHO IS THIS MAN THAT HATH DONE THIS MURDER? NOW TELL US, AND ACKNOWLEDGE THY FAULT; SAYING, BEHOLD, HERE IS MONEY; AND ALSO, WE WILL GRANT UNTO THEE THY LIFE IF THOU WILT TELL US, AND ACKNOWLEDGE THE AGREEMENT WHICH THOU HAST MADE WITH HIM. BUT NEPHI SAID UNTO THEM: O YE FOOLS, YE UNCIRCUMCISED OF HEART, YE BLIND, AND YE STIFFNECKED PEOPLE, DO YE KNOW HOW LONG THE LORD YOUR GOD WILL SUFFER YOU THAT YE SHALL GO ON IN THIS YOUR WAY OF SIN? O YE OUGHT TO BEGIN TO HOWL AND MOURN, BECAUSE OF THE GREAT DESTRUCTION WHICH AT THIS TIME DOTH AWAIT YOU, EXCEPT YE SHALL REPENT. BEHOLD YE SAY THAT I HAVE AGREED WITH A MAN THAT HE SHOULD MURDER SEEZORAM, OUR CHIEF JUDGE. BUT BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THIS IS BECAUSE I HAVE TESTIFIED UNTO YOU THAT YE MIGHT KNOW CONCERNING THIS THING; YEA, EVEN FOR A WITNESS UNTO YOU, THAT I DID KNOW OF THE WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS WHICH ARE AMONG YOU. AND BECAUSE I HAVE DONE THIS, YE SAY THAT I HAVE AGREED WITH A MAN THAT HE SHOULD DO THIS THING; YEA, BECAUSE I SHOWED UNTO YOU THIS SIGN YE ARE ANGRY WITH ME, AND SEEK TO DESTROY MY LIFE. AND NOW BEHOLD, I WILL SHOW UNTO YOU ANOTHER SIGN, AND SEE IF YE WILL IN THIS THING SEEK TO DESTROY ME. BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU: GO TO THE HOUSE OF SEANTUM, WHO IS THE BROTHER OF SEEZORAM, AND SAY UNTO HIM— HAS NEPHI, THE PRETENDED PROPHET, WHO DOTH PROPHESY SO MUCH EVIL CONCERNING THIS PEOPLE, AGREED WITH THEE, IN THE WHICH YE HAVE MURDERED SEEZORAM, WHO IS YOUR BROTHER? AND BEHOLD, HE SHALL SAY UNTO YOU, NAY. AND YE SHALL SAY UNTO HIM: HAVE YE MURDERED YOUR BROTHER? AND HE SHALL STAND WITH FEAR, AND WIST NOT WHAT TO SAY. AND BEHOLD, HE SHALL DENY UNTO YOU; AND HE SHALL MAKE AS IF HE WERE ASTONISHED; NEVERTHELESS, HE SHALL DECLARE UNTO YOU THAT HE IS INNOCENT. BUT BEHOLD, YE SHALL EXAMINE HIM, AND YE SHALL FIND BLOOD UPON THE SKIRTS OF HIS CLOAK. AND WHEN YE HAVE SEEN THIS, YE SHALL SAY: FROM WHENCE COMETH THIS BLOOD? DO WE NOT KNOW THAT IT IS THE BLOOD OF YOUR BROTHER? AND THEN SHALL HE TREMBLE, AND SHALL LOOK PALE, EVEN AS IF DEATH HAD COME UPON HIM. AND THEN SHALL YE SAY: BECAUSE OF THIS FEAR AND THIS PALENESS WHICH HAS COME UPON YOUR FACE, BEHOLD, WE KNOW THAT THOU ART GUILTY. AND THEN SHALL GREATER FEAR COME UPON HIM; AND THEN SHALL HE CONFESS UNTO YOU, AND DENY NO MORE THAT HE HAS DONE THIS MURDER. AND THEN SHALL HE SAY UNTO YOU, THAT I, NEPHI, KNOW NOTHING CONCERNING THE MATTER SAVE IT WERE GIVEN UNTO ME BY THE POWER OF GOD. AND THEN SHALL YE KNOW THAT I AM AN HONEST MAN, AND THAT I AM SENT UNTO YOU FROM GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WENT AND DID, EVEN ACCORDING AS NEPHI HAD SAID UNTO THEM. AND BEHOLD, THE WORDS WHICH HE HAD SAID WERE TRUE; FOR ACCORDING TO THE WORDS HE DID DENY; AND ALSO, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS HE DID CONFESS. AND HE WAS BROUGHT TO PROVE THAT HE HIMSELF WAS THE VERY MURDERER, INSOMUCH THAT THE FIVE WERE SET AT LIBERTY, AND ALSO WAS NEPHI. AND THERE WERE SOME OF THE NEPHITES WHO BELIEVED ON THE WORDS OF NEPHI; AND THERE WERE SOME ALSO, WHO BELIEVED BECAUSE OF THE TESTIMONY OF THE FIVE, FOR THEY HAD BEEN CONVERTED WHILE THEY WERE IN PRISON. AND NOW THERE WERE SOME AMONG THE PEOPLE, WHO SAID THAT NEPHI WAS A PROPHET. AND THERE WERE OTHERS WHO SAID: BEHOLD, HE IS A GOD, FOR EXCEPT HE WAS A GOD HE COULD NOT KNOW OF ALL THINGS. FOR BEHOLD, HE HAS TOLD US THE THOUGHTS OF OUR HEARTS, AND ALSO HAS TOLD US THINGS; AND EVEN HE HAS BROUGHT UNTO OUR KNOWLEDGE THE TRUE MURDERER OF OUR CHIEF JUDGE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE AROSE A DIVISION AMONG THE PEOPLE, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DIVIDED HITHER AND THITHER AND WENT THEIR WAYS, LEAVING NEPHI ALONE, AS HE WAS STANDING IN THE MIDST OF THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NEPHI WENT HIS WAY TOWARDS HIS OWN HOUSE, PONDERING UPON THE THINGS WHICH THE LORD HAD SHOWN UNTO HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS AS HE WAS THUS PONDERING—BEING MUCH CAST DOWN BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES, THEIR SECRET WORKS OF DARKNESS, AND THEIR MURDERINGS, AND THEIR PLUNDERINGS, AND ALL MANNER OF INIQUITIES—AND IT CAME TO PASS AS HE WAS THUS PONDERING IN HIS HEART, BEHOLD, A VOICE CAME UNTO HIM SAYING: BLESSED ART THOU, NEPHI, FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST DONE; FOR I HAVE BEHELD HOW THOU HAST WITH UNWEARYINGNESS DECLARED THE WORD, WHICH I HAVE GIVEN UNTO THEE, UNTO THIS PEOPLE. AND THOU HAST NOT FEARED THEM, AND HAST NOT SOUGHT THINE OWN LIFE, BUT HAST SOUGHT MY WILL, AND TO KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS. AND NOW, BECAUSE THOU HAST DONE THIS WITH SUCH UNWEARYINGNESS, BEHOLD, I WILL BLESS THEE FOREVER; AND I WILL MAKE THEE MIGHTY IN WORD AND IN DEED, IN FAITH AND IN WORKS; YEA, EVEN THAT ALL THINGS SHALL BE DONE UNTO THEE ACCORDING TO THY WORD, FOR THOU SHALT NOT ASK THAT WHICH IS CONTRARY TO MY WILL. BEHOLD, THOU ART NEPHI, AND I AM GOD. BEHOLD, I DECLARE IT UNTO THEE IN THE PRESENCE OF MINE ANGELS, THAT YE SHALL HAVE POWER OVER THIS PEOPLE, AND SHALL SMITE THE EARTH WITH FAMINE, AND WITH PESTILENCE, AND DESTRUCTION, ACCORDING TO THE WICKEDNESS OF THIS PEOPLE. BEHOLD, I GIVE UNTO YOU POWER, THAT WHATSOEVER YE SHALL SEAL ON EARTH SHALL BE SEALED IN HEAVEN; AND WHATSOEVER YE SHALL LOOSE ON EARTH SHALL BE LOOSED IN HEAVEN; AND THUS, SHALL YE HAVE POWER AMONG THIS PEOPLE. AND THUS, IF YE SHALL SAY UNTO THIS TEMPLE IT SHALL BE RENT IN TWAIN, IT SHALL BE DONE. AND IF YE SHALL SAY UNTO THIS MOUNTAIN, BE THOU CAST DOWN AND BECOME SMOOTH, IT SHALL BE DONE. AND BEHOLD, IF YE SHALL SAY THAT GOD SHALL SMITE THIS PEOPLE, IT SHALL COME TO PASS. AND NOW BEHOLD, I COMMAND YOU, THAT YE SHALL GO AND DECLARE UNTO THIS PEOPLE, THAT THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD, WHO IS THE ALMIGHTY: EXCEPT YE REPENT YE SHALL BE SMITTEN, EVEN UNTO DESTRUCTION. AND BEHOLD, NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE LORD HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS UNTO NEPHI, HE DID STOP AND DID NOT GO UNTO HIS OWN HOUSE, BUT DID RETURN UNTO THE MULTITUDES WHO WERE SCATTERED ABOUT UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, AND BEGAN TO DECLARE UNTO THEM THE WORD OF THE LORD WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN UNTO HIM, CONCERNING THEIR DESTRUCTION IF THEY DID NOT REPENT. NOW BEHOLD, NOTWITHSTANDING THAT GREAT MIRACLE WHICH NEPHI HAD DONE IN TELLING THEM CONCERNING THE DEATH OF THE CHIEF JUDGE, THEY DID HARDEN THEIR HEARTS AND DID NOT HEARKEN UNTO THE WORDS OF THE LORD. THEREFORE, NEPHI DID DECLARE UNTO THEM THE WORD OF THE LORD, SAYING: EXCEPT YE REPENT, THUS SAITH THE LORD, YE SHALL BE SMITTEN EVEN UNTO DESTRUCTION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN NEPHI HAD DECLARED UNTO THEM THE WORD, BEHOLD, THEY DID STILL HARDEN THEIR HEARTS AND WOULD NOT HEARKEN UNTO HIS WORDS; THEREFORE, THEY DID REVILE AGAINST HIM, AND DID SEEK TO LAY THEIR HANDS UPON HIM THAT THEY MIGHT CAST HIM INTO PRISON. BUT BEHOLD, THE POWER OF GOD WAS WITH HIM, AND THEY COULD NOT TAKE HIM TO CAST HIM INTO PRISON, FOR HE WAS TAKEN BY THE SPIRIT AND CONVEYED AWAY OUT OF THE MIDST OF THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THUS HE DID GO FORTH IN THE SPIRIT, FROM MULTITUDE TO MULTITUDE, DECLARING THE WORD OF GOD, EVEN UNTIL HE HAD DECLARED IT UNTO THEM ALL, OR SENT IT FORTH AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WOULD NOT HEARKEN UNTO HIS WORDS; AND THERE BEGAN TO BE CONTENTIONS, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE DIVIDED AGAINST THEMSELVES AND BEGAN TO SLAY ONE ANOTHER WITH THE SWORD. AND THUS, ENDED THE SEVENTY AND FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS IN THE SEVENTY AND SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES THAT THE CONTENTIONS DID INCREASE, INSOMUCH THAT THERE WERE WARS THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND IT WAS THIS SECRET BAND OF ROBBERS WHO DID CARRY ON THIS WORK OF DESTRUCTION AND WICKEDNESS. AND THIS WAR DID LAST ALL THAT YEAR; AND IN THE SEVENTY AND THIRD YEAR IT DID ALSO LAST. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THIS YEAR NEPHI DID CRY UNTO THE LORD, SAYING: O LORD, DO NOT SUFFER THAT THIS PEOPLE SHALL BE DESTROYED BY THE SWORD; BUT O LORD, RATHER LET THERE BE A FAMINE IN THE LAND, TO STIR THEM UP IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE LORD THEIR GOD, AND PERHAPS THEY WILL REPENT AND TURN UNTO THEE. AND SO, IT WAS DONE, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF NEPHI. AND THERE WAS A GREAT FAMINE UPON THE LAND, AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND THUS, IN THE SEVENTY AND FOURTH YEAR THE FAMINE DID CONTINUE, AND THE WORK OF DESTRUCTION DID CEASE BY THE SWORD BUT BECAME SORE BY FAMINE. AND THIS WORK OF DESTRUCTION DID ALSO CONTINUE IN THE SEVENTY AND FIFTH YEAR. FOR THE EARTH WAS SMITTEN THAT IT WAS DRY, AND DID NOT YIELD FORTH GRAIN IN THE SEASON OF GRAIN; AND THE WHOLE EARTH WAS SMITTEN, EVEN AMONG THE LAMANITES AS WELL AS AMONG THE NEPHITES, SO THAT THEY WERE SMITTEN THAT THEY DID PERISH BY THOUSANDS IN THE MORE WICKED PARTS OF THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE SAW THAT THEY WERE ABOUT TO PERISH BY FAMINE, AND THEY BEGAN TO REMEMBER THE LORD THEIR GOD; AND THEY BEGAN TO REMEMBER THE WORDS OF NEPHI. AND THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO PLEAD WITH THEIR CHIEF JUDGES AND THEIR LEADERS, THAT THEY WOULD SAY UNTO NEPHI: BEHOLD, WE KNOW THAT THOU ART A MAN OF GOD, AND THEREFORE CRY UNTO THE LORD OUR GOD THAT HE, TURN AWAY FROM US THIS FAMINE, LEST ALL THE WORDS WHICH THOU HAST SPOKEN CONCERNING OUR DESTRUCTION BE FULFILLED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE JUDGES DID SAY UNTO NEPHI, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS WHICH HAD BEEN DESIRED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN NEPHI SAW THAT THE PEOPLE HAD REPENTED AND DID HUMBLE THEMSELVES IN SACKCLOTH, HE CRIED AGAIN UNTO THE LORD, SAYING: O LORD, BEHOLD THIS PEOPLE REPENTETH; AND THEY HAVE SWEPT AWAY THE BAND OF GADIANTON FROM AMONGST THEM INSOMUCH THAT THEY HAVE BECOME EXTINCT, AND THEY HAVE CONCEALED THEIR SECRET PLANS IN THE EARTH. NOW, O LORD, BECAUSE OF THIS THEIR HUMILITY WILT THOU TURN AWAY THINE ANGER, AND LET THINE ANGER BE APPEASED IN THE DESTRUCTION OF THOSE WICKED MEN WHOM THOU HAST ALREADY DESTROYED. O LORD, WILT THOU TURN AWAY THINE ANGER, YEA, THY FIERCE ANGER, AND CAUSE THAT THIS FAMINE MAY CEASE IN THIS LAND. O LORD, WILT THOU HEARKEN UNTO ME, AND CAUSE THAT IT MAY BE DONE ACCORDING TO MY WORDS, AND SEND FORTH RAIN UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, THAT SHE MAY BRING FORTH HER FRUIT, AND HER GRAIN IN THE SEASON OF GRAIN. O LORD, THOU DIDST HEARKEN UNTO MY WORDS WHEN I SAID, LET THERE BE A FAMINE, THAT THE PESTILENCE OF THE SWORD MIGHT CEASE; AND I KNOW THAT THOU WILT, EVEN AT THIS TIME, HEARKEN UNTO MY WORDS, FOR THOU SAIDST THAT: IF THIS PEOPLE REPENT, I WILL SPARE THEM. YEA, O LORD, AND THOU SEEST THAT THEY HAVE REPENTED, BECAUSE OF THE FAMINE AND THE PESTILENCE AND DESTRUCTION WHICH HAS COME UNTO THEM. AND NOW, O LORD, WILT THOU TURN AWAY THINE ANGER, AND TRY AGAIN IF THEY WILL SERVE THEE? AND IF SO, O LORD, THOU CANST BLESS THEM ACCORDING TO THY WORDS WHICH THOU HAST SAID. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE SEVENTY AND SIXTH YEAR THE LORD DID TURN AWAY HIS ANGER FROM THE PEOPLE, AND CAUSED THAT RAIN SHOULD FALL UPON THE EARTH, INSOMUCH THAT IT DID BRING FORTH HER FRUIT IN THE SEASON OF HER FRUIT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IT DID BRING FORTH HER GRAIN IN THE SEASON OF HER GRAIN. AND BEHOLD, THE PEOPLE DID REJOICE AND GLORIFY GOD, AND THE WHOLE FACE OF THE LAND WAS FILLED WITH REJOICING; AND THEY DID NO MORE SEEK TO DESTROY NEPHI, BUT THEY DID ESTEEM HIM AS A GREAT PROPHET, AND A MAN OF GOD, HAVING GREAT POWER AND AUTHORITY GIVEN UNTO HIM FROM GOD. AND BEHOLD, LEHI, HIS BROTHER, WAS NOT A WHIT BEHIND HIM AS TO THINGS PERTAINING TO RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND THUS, IT DID COME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI BEGAN TO PROSPER AGAIN IN THE LAND, AND BEGAN TO BUILD UP THEIR WASTE PLACES, AND BEGAN TO MULTIPLY AND SPREAD, EVEN UNTIL THEY DID COVER THE WHOLE FACE OF THE LAND, BOTH ON THE NORTHWARD AND ON THE SOUTHWARD, FROM THE SEA WEST TO THE SEA EAST. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE SEVENTY AND SIXTH YEAR DID END IN PEACE. AND THE SEVENTY AND SEVENTH YEAR BEGAN IN PEACE; AND THE CHURCH DID SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE FACE OF ALL THE LAND; AND THE MORE PART OF THE PEOPLE, BOTH THE NEPHITES AND THE LAMANITES, DID BELONG TO THE CHURCH; AND THEY DID HAVE EXCEEDINGLY GREAT PEACE IN THE LAND; AND THUS, ENDED THE SEVENTY AND SEVENTH YEAR. AND ALSO, THEY HAD PEACE IN THE SEVENTY AND EIGHTH YEAR, SAVE IT WERE A FEW CONTENTIONS CONCERNING THE POINTS OF DOCTRINE WHICH HAD BEEN LAID DOWN BY THE PROPHETS. AND IN THE SEVENTY AND NINTH YEAR THERE BEGAN TO BE MUCH STRIFE. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT NEPHI AND LEHI, AND MANY OF THEIR BRETHREN WHO KNEW CONCERNING THE TRUE POINTS OF DOCTRINE, HAVING MANY REVELATIONS DAILY, THEREFORE THEY DID PREACH UNTO THE PEOPLE, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID PUT AN END TO THEIR STRIFE IN THAT SAME YEAR. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE EIGHTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, THERE WERE A CERTAIN NUMBER OF THE DISSENTERS FROM THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, WHO HAD SOME YEARS BEFORE GONE OVER UNTO THE LAMANITES, AND TAKEN UPON THEMSELVES THE NAME OF LAMANITES, AND ALSO A CERTAIN NUMBER WHO WERE REAL DESCENDANTS OF THE LAMANITES, BEING STIRRED UP TO ANGER BY THEM, OR BY THOSE DISSENTERS, THEREFORE THEY COMMENCED A WAR WITH THEIR BRETHREN. AND THEY DID COMMIT MURDER AND PLUNDER; AND THEN THEY WOULD RETREAT BACK INTO THE MOUNTAINS, AND INTO THE WILDERNESS AND SECRET PLACES, HIDING THEMSELVES THAT THEY COULD NOT BE DISCOVERED, RECEIVING DAILY AN ADDITION TO THEIR NUMBERS, INASMUCH AS THERE WERE DISSENTERS THAT WENT FORTH UNTO THEM. AND THUS, IN TIME, YEA, EVEN IN THE SPACE OF NOT MANY YEARS, THEY BECAME AN EXCEEDINGLY GREAT BAND OF ROBBERS; AND THEY DID SEARCH OUT ALL THE SECRET PLANS OF GADIANTON; AND THUS, THEY BECAME ROBBERS OF GADIANTON. NOW BEHOLD, THESE ROBBERS DID MAKE GREAT HAVOC, YEA, EVEN GREAT DESTRUCTION AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, AND ALSO AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IT WAS EXPEDIENT THAT THERE SHOULD BE A STOP PUT TO THIS WORK OF DESTRUCTION; THEREFORE, THEY SENT AN ARMY OF STRONG MEN INTO THE WILDERNESS AND UPON THE MOUNTAINS TO SEARCH OUT THIS BAND OF ROBBERS, AND TO DESTROY THEM. BUT BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THAT SAME YEAR THEY WERE DRIVEN BACK EVEN INTO THEIR OWN LANDS. AND THUS, ENDED THE EIGHTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE EIGHTY AND FIRST YEAR THEY DID GO FORTH AGAIN AGAINST THIS BAND OF ROBBERS, AND DID DESTROY MANY; AND THEY WERE ALSO VISITED WITH MUCH DESTRUCTION. AND THEY WERE AGAIN OBLIGED TO RETURN OUT OF THE WILDERNESS AND OUT OF THE MOUNTAINS UNTO THEIR OWN LANDS, BECAUSE OF THE EXCEEDING GREATNESS OF THE NUMBERS OF THOSE ROBBERS WHO INFESTED THE MOUNTAINS AND THE WILDERNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THUS ENDED THIS YEAR. AND THE ROBBERS DID STILL INCREASE AND WAX STRONG, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID DEFY THE WHOLE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES, AND ALSO OF THE LAMANITES; AND THEY DID CAUSE GREAT FEAR TO COME UNTO THE PEOPLE UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND. YEA, FOR THEY DID VISIT MANY PARTS OF THE LAND, AND DID DO GREAT DESTRUCTION UNTO THEM; YEA, DID KILL MANY, AND DID CARRY AWAY OTHERS CAPTIVE INTO THE WILDERNESS, YEA, AND MORE ESPECIALLY THEIR WOMEN AND THEIR CHILDREN. NOW THIS GREAT EVIL, WHICH CAME UNTO THE PEOPLE BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITY, DID STIR THEM UP AGAIN IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND THUS, ENDED THE EIGHTY AND FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. AND IN THE EIGHTY AND SECOND YEAR THEY BEGAN AGAIN TO FORGET THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND IN THE EIGHTY AND THIRD YEAR THEY BEGAN TO WAX STRONG IN INIQUITY. AND IN THE EIGHTY AND FOURTH YEAR THEY DID NOT MEND THEIR WAYS. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE EIGHTY AND FIFTH YEAR THEY DID WAX STRONGER AND STRONGER IN THEIR PRIDE, AND IN THEIR WICKEDNESS; AND THUS, THEY WERE RIPENING AGAIN FOR DESTRUCTION. AND THUS, ENDED THE EIGHTY AND FIFTH YEAR. AND THUS, WE CAN BEHOLD HOW FALSE, AND ALSO THE UNSTEADINESS OF THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN; YEA, WE CAN SEE THAT THE LORD IN HIS GREAT INFINITE GOODNESS DOTH BLESS AND PROSPER THOSE WHO PUT THEIR TRUST IN HIM. YEA, AND WE MAY SEE AT THE VERY TIME WHEN HE DOTH PROSPER HIS PEOPLE, YEA, IN THE INCREASE OF THEIR FIELDS, THEIR FLOCKS AND THEIR HERDS, AND IN GOLD, AND IN SILVER, AND IN ALL MANNER OF PRECIOUS THINGS OF EVERY KIND AND ART; SPARING THEIR LIVES, AND DELIVERING THEM OUT OF THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES; SOFTENING THE HEARTS OF THEIR ENEMIES THAT THEY SHOULD NOT DECLARE WARS AGAINST THEM; YEA, AND IN FINE, DOING ALL THINGS FOR THE WELFARE AND HAPPINESS OF HIS PEOPLE; YEA, THEN IS THE TIME THAT THEY DO HARDEN THEIR HEARTS, AND DO FORGET THE LORD THEIR GOD, AND DO TRAMPLE UNDER THEIR FEET THE HOLY ONE—YEA, AND THIS BECAUSE OF THEIR EASE, AND THEIR EXCEEDINGLY GREAT PROSPERITY. AND THUS, WE SEE THAT EXCEPT THE LORD DOTH CHASTEN HIS PEOPLE WITH MANY AFFLICTIONS, YEA, EXCEPT HE DOTH VISIT THEM WITH DEATH AND WITH TERROR, AND WITH FAMINE AND WITH ALL MANNER OF PESTILENCE, THEY WILL NOT REMEMBER HIM. O HOW FOOLISH, AND HOW VAIN, AND HOW EVIL, AND DEVILISH, AND HOW QUICK TO DO INIQUITY, AND HOW SLOW TO DO GOOD, ARE THE CHILDREN OF MEN; YEA, HOW QUICK TO HEARKEN UNTO THE WORDS OF THE EVIL ONE, AND TO SET THEIR HEARTS UPON THE VAIN THINGS OF THE WORLD! YEA, HOW QUICK TO BE LIFTED UP IN PRIDE; YEA, HOW QUICK TO BOAST, AND DO ALL MANNER OF THAT WHICH IS INIQUITY; AND HOW SLOW ARE THEY TO REMEMBER THE LORD THEIR GOD, AND TO GIVE EAR UNTO HIS COUNSELS, YEA, HOW SLOW TO WALK IN WISDOM’S PATHS! BEHOLD, THEY DO NOT DESIRE THAT THE LORD THEIR GOD, WHO HATH CREATED THEM, SHOULD RULE AND REIGN OVER THEM; NOTWITHSTANDING HIS GREAT GOODNESS AND HIS MERCY TOWARDS THEM, THEY DO SET AT NAUGHT HIS COUNSELS, AND THEY WILL NOT THAT HE SHOULD BE THEIR GUIDE. O HOW GREAT IS THE NOTHINGNESS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN; YEA, EVEN THEY ARE LESS THAN THE DUST OF THE EARTH. FOR BEHOLD, THE DUST OF THE EARTH MOVETH HITHER AND THITHER, TO THE DIVIDING ASUNDER, AT THE COMMAND OF OUR GREAT AND EVERLASTING GOD. YEA, BEHOLD AT HIS VOICE DO THE HILLS AND THE MOUNTAINS TREMBLE AND QUAKE. AND BY THE POWER OF HIS VOICE THEY ARE BROKEN UP, AND BECOME SMOOTH, YEA, EVEN LIKE UNTO A VALLEY. YEA, BY THE POWER OF HIS VOICE DOTH THE WHOLE EARTH SHAKE; YEA, BY THE POWER OF HIS VOICE, DO THE FOUNDATIONS ROCK, EVEN TO THE VERY CENTER. YEA, AND IF HE, SAY UNTO THE EARTH—MOVE—IT IS MOVED. YEA, IF HE, SAY UNTO THE EARTH— THOU SHALT GO BACK, THAT IT, LENGTHEN OUT THE DAY FOR MANY HOURS—IT IS DONE; AND THUS, ACCORDING TO HIS WORD THE EARTH GOETH BACK, AND IT APPEARETH UNTO MAN THAT THE SUN STANDETH STILL; YEA, AND BEHOLD, THIS IS SO; FOR SURELY IT IS THE EARTH THAT MOVETH AND NOT THE SUN. AND BEHOLD, ALSO, IF HE, SAY UNTO THE WATERS OF THE GREAT DEEP—BE THOU DRIED UP—IT IS DONE. BEHOLD, IF HE, SAY UNTO THIS MOUNTAIN—BE THOU RAISED UP, AND COME OVER AND FALL UPON THAT CITY, THAT IT BE BURIED UP—BEHOLD IT IS DONE. AND BEHOLD, IF A MAN, HIDE UP A TREASURE IN THE EARTH, AND THE LORD SHALL SAY—LET IT BE ACCURSED, BECAUSE OF THE INIQUITY OF HIM WHO HATH HID IT UP—BEHOLD, IT SHALL BE ACCURSED. AND IF THE LORD SHALL SAY—BE THOU ACCURSED, THAT NO MAN SHALL FIND THEE FROM THIS TIME HENCEFORTH AND FOREVER—BEHOLD, NO MAN GETTETH IT HENCEFORTH AND FOREVER. AND BEHOLD, IF THE LORD SHALL SAY UNTO A MAN—BECAUSE OF THINE INIQUITIES, THOU SHALT BE ACCURSED FOREVER—IT SHALL BE DONE. AND IF THE LORD SHALL SAY—BECAUSE OF THINE INIQUITIES THOU SHALT BE CUT OFF FROM MY PRESENCE—HE WILL CAUSE THAT IT SHALL BE SO. AND WO UNTO HIM TO WHOM HE SHALL SAY THIS, FOR IT SHALL BE UNTO HIM THAT WILL DO INIQUITY, AND HE CANNOT BE SAVED; THEREFORE, FOR THIS CAUSE, THAT MEN MIGHT BE SAVED, HATH REPENTANCE BEEN DECLARED. THEREFORE, BLESSED ARE THEY WHO WILL REPENT AND HEARKEN UNTO THE VOICE OF THE LORD THEIR GOD; FOR THESE ARE THEY THAT SHALL BE SAVED. AND MAY GOD GRANT, IN HIS GREAT FULNESS, THAT MEN MIGHT BE BROUGHT UNTO REPENTANCE AND GOOD WORKS, THAT THEY MIGHT BE RESTORED UNTO GRACE FOR GRACE, ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS. AND I WOULD THAT ALL MEN MIGHT BE SAVED. BUT WE READ THAT IN THE GREAT AND LAST DAY THERE ARE SOME WHO SHALL BE CAST OUT, YEA, WHO SHALL BE CAST OFF FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD; YEA, WHO SHALL BE CONSIGNED TO A STATE OF ENDLESS MISERY, FULFILLING THE WORDS WHICH SAY: THEY THAT HAVE DONE GOOD SHALL HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE; AND THEY THAT HAVE DONE EVIL SHALL HAVE EVERLASTING DAMNATION. AND THUS, IT IS. AMEN. THE PROPHECY OF SAMUEL, THE LAMANITE, TO THE NEPHITES. 
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS IN THE EIGHTY AND SIXTH YEAR, THE NEPHITES DID STILL REMAIN IN WICKEDNESS, YEA, IN GREAT WICKEDNESS, WHILE THE LAMANITES DID OBSERVE STRICTLY TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MOSES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THIS YEAR THERE WAS ONE SAMUEL, A LAMANITE, CAME INTO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND BEGAN TO PREACH UNTO THE PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID PREACH, MANY DAYS, REPENTANCE UNTO THE PEOPLE, AND THEY DID CAST HIM OUT, AND HE WAS ABOUT TO RETURN TO HIS OWN LAND. BUT BEHOLD, THE VOICE OF THE LORD CAME UNTO HIM, THAT HE SHOULD RETURN AGAIN, AND PROPHESY UNTO THE PEOPLE WHATSOEVER THINGS SHOULD COME INTO HIS HEART. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WOULD NOT SUFFER THAT HE SHOULD ENTER INTO THE CITY; THEREFORE, HE WENT AND GOT UPON THE WALL THEREOF, AND STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND AND CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND PROPHESIED UNTO THE PEOPLE WHATSOEVER THINGS THE LORD PUT INTO HIS HEART. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, I, SAMUEL, A LAMANITE, DO SPEAK THE WORDS OF THE LORD WHICH HE DOTH PUT INTO MY HEART; AND BEHOLD HE HATH PUT IT INTO MY HEART TO SAY UNTO THIS PEOPLE THAT THE SWORD OF JUSTICE HANGETH OVER THIS PEOPLE; AND FOUR HUNDRED YEARS PASS NOT AWAY SAVE THE SWORD OF JUSTICE FALLETH UPON THIS PEOPLE. YEA, HEAVY DESTRUCTION AWAITETH THIS PEOPLE, AND IT SURELY COMETH UNTO THIS PEOPLE, AND NOTHING CAN SAVE THIS PEOPLE SAVE IT BE REPENTANCE AND FAITH ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO SURELY SHALL COME INTO THE WORLD, AND SHALL SUFFER MANY THINGS AND SHALL BE SLAIN FOR HIS PEOPLE. AND BEHOLD, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD HATH DECLARED IT UNTO ME, AND HE DID BRING GLAD TIDINGS TO MY SOUL. AND BEHOLD, I WAS SENT UNTO YOU TO DECLARE IT UNTO YOU ALSO, THAT YE MIGHT HAVE GLAD TIDINGS; BUT BEHOLD YE WOULD NOT RECEIVE ME. THEREFORE, THUS SAITH THE LORD: BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES, EXCEPT THEY REPENT I WILL TAKE AWAY MY WORD FROM THEM, AND I WILL WITHDRAW MY SPIRIT FROM THEM, AND I WILL SUFFER THEM NO LONGER, AND I WILL TURN THE HEARTS OF THEIR BRETHREN AGAINST THEM. AND FOUR HUNDRED YEARS SHALL NOT PASS AWAY BEFORE I WILL CAUSE THAT THEY SHALL BE SMITTEN; YEA, I WILL VISIT THEM WITH THE SWORD AND WITH FAMINE AND WITH PESTILENCE. YEA, I WILL VISIT THEM IN MY FIERCE ANGER, AND THERE SHALL BE THOSE OF THE FOURTH GENERATION WHO SHALL LIVE, OF YOUR ENEMIES, TO BEHOLD YOUR UTTER DESTRUCTION; AND THIS SHALL SURELY COME EXCEPT YE REPENT, SAITH THE LORD; AND THOSE OF THE FOURTH GENERATION SHALL VISIT YOUR DESTRUCTION. BUT IF YE WILL REPENT AND RETURN UNTO THE LORD YOUR GOD I WILL TURN AWAY MINE ANGER, SAITH THE LORD; YEA, THUS SAITH THE LORD, BLESSED ARE THEY WHO WILL REPENT AND TURN UNTO ME, BUT WO UNTO HIM THAT REPENTETH NOT. YEA, WO UNTO THIS GREAT CITY OF ZARAHEMLA; FOR BEHOLD, IT IS BECAUSE OF THOSE WHO ARE RIGHTEOUS THAT IT IS SAVED; YEA, WO UNTO THIS GREAT CITY, FOR I PERCEIVE, SAITH THE LORD, THAT THERE ARE MANY, YEA, EVEN THE MORE PART OF THIS GREAT CITY, THAT WILL HARDEN THEIR HEARTS AGAINST ME, SAITH THE LORD. BUT BLESSED ARE THEY WHO WILL REPENT, FOR THEM WILL I SPARE. BUT BEHOLD, IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE RIGHTEOUS WHO ARE IN THIS GREAT CITY, BEHOLD, I WOULD CAUSE THAT FIRE SHOULD COME DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN AND DESTROY IT. BUT BEHOLD, IT IS FOR THE RIGHTEOUS’ SAKE THAT IT IS SPARED. BUT BEHOLD, THE TIME COMETH, SAITH THE LORD, THAT WHEN YE SHALL CAST OUT THE RIGHTEOUS FROM AMONG YOU, THEN SHALL YE BE RIPE FOR DESTRUCTION; YEA, WO BE UNTO THIS GREAT CITY, BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS WHICH ARE IN HER. YEA, AND WO BE UNTO THE CITY OF GIDEON, FOR THE WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS WHICH ARE IN HER. YEA, AND WO BE UNTO ALL THE CITIES WHICH ARE IN THE LAND ROUND ABOUT, WHICH ARE POSSESSED BY THE NEPHITES, BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS WHICH ARE IN THEM. AND BEHOLD, A CURSE SHALL COME UPON THE LAND, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, BECAUSE OF THE PEOPLE’S SAKE WHO ARE UPON THE LAND, YEA, BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS AND THEIR ABOMINATIONS. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, YEA, OUR GREAT AND TRUE GOD, THAT WHOSO SHALL HIDE UP TREASURES IN THE EARTH SHALL FIND THEM AGAIN NO MORE, BECAUSE OF THE GREAT CURSE OF THE LAND, SAVE HE BE A RIGHTEOUS MAN AND SHALL HIDE IT UP UNTO THE LORD. FOR I WILL, SAITH THE LORD, THAT THEY SHALL HIDE UP THEIR TREASURES UNTO ME; AND CURSED BE THEY WHO HIDE NOT UP THEIR TREASURES UNTO ME; FOR NONE HIDETH UP THEIR TREASURES UNTO ME SAVE IT BE THE RIGHTEOUS; AND HE THAT HIDETH NOT UP HIS TREASURES UNTO ME, CURSED IS HE, AND ALSO THE TREASURE, AND NONE SHALL REDEEM IT BECAUSE OF THE CURSE OF THE LAND. AND THE DAY SHALL COME THAT THEY SHALL HIDE UP THEIR TREASURES, BECAUSE THEY HAVE SET THEIR HEARTS UPON RICHES; AND BECAUSE THEY HAVE SET THEIR HEARTS UPON THEIR RICHES, AND WILL HIDE UP THEIR TREASURES WHEN THEY SHALL FLEE BEFORE THEIR ENEMIES; BECAUSE THEY WILL NOT HIDE THEM UP UNTO ME, CURSED BE THEY AND ALSO THEIR TREASURES; AND IN THAT DAY SHALL THEY BE SMITTEN, SAITH THE LORD. BEHOLD YE, THE PEOPLE OF THIS GREAT CITY, AND HEARKEN UNTO MY WORDS; YEA, HEARKEN UNTO THE WORDS WHICH THE LORD SAITH; FOR BEHOLD, HE SAITH THAT YE ARE CURSED BECAUSE OF YOUR RICHES, AND ALSO ARE YOUR RICHES CURSED BECAUSE YE HAVE SET YOUR HEARTS UPON THEM, AND HAVE NOT HEARKENED UNTO THE WORDS OF HIM WHO GAVE THEM UNTO YOU. YE DO NOT REMEMBER THE LORD YOUR GOD IN THE THINGS WITH WHICH HE HATH BLESSED YOU, BUT YE DO ALWAYS REMEMBER YOUR RICHES, NOT TO THANK THE LORD YOUR GOD FOR THEM; YEA, YOUR HEARTS ARE NOT DRAWN OUT UNTO THE LORD, BUT THEY DO SWELL WITH GREAT PRIDE, UNTO BOASTING, AND UNTO GREAT SWELLING, ENVYINGS, STRIFES, MALICE, PERSECUTIONS, AND MURDERS, AND ALL MANNER OF INIQUITIES. FOR THIS CAUSE HATH THE LORD GOD CAUSED THAT A CURSE SHOULD COME UPON THE LAND, AND ALSO UPON YOUR RICHES, AND THIS BECAUSE OF YOUR INIQUITIES. YEA, WO UNTO THIS PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF THIS TIME WHICH HAS ARRIVED, THAT YE DO CAST OUT THE PROPHETS, AND DO MOCK THEM, AND CAST STONES AT THEM, AND DO SLAY THEM, AND DO ALL MANNER OF INIQUITY UNTO THEM, EVEN AS THEY DID OF OLD TIME. AND NOW WHEN YE TALK, YE SAY: IF OUR DAYS HAD BEEN IN THE DAYS OF OUR FATHERS OF OLD, WE WOULD NOT HAVE SLAIN THE PROPHETS; WE WOULD NOT HAVE STONED THEM, AND CAST THEM OUT. BEHOLD YE ARE WORSE THAN THEY; FOR AS THE LORD LIVETH, IF A PROPHET COME AMONG YOU AND DECLARETH UNTO YOU THE WORD OF THE LORD, WHICH TESTIFIETH OF YOUR SINS AND INIQUITIES, YE ARE ANGRY WITH HIM, AND CAST HIM OUT AND SEEK ALL MANNER OF WAYS TO DESTROY HIM; YEA, YOU WILL SAY THAT HE IS A FALSE PROPHET, AND THAT HE IS A SINNER, AND OF THE DEVIL, BECAUSE HE TESTIFIETH THAT YOUR DEEDS ARE EVIL. BUT BEHOLD, IF A MAN SHALL COME AMONG YOU AND SHALL SAY: DO THIS, AND THERE IS NO INIQUITY; DO THAT AND YE SHALL NOT SUFFER; YEA, HE WILL SAY: WALK AFTER THE PRIDE OF YOUR OWN HEARTS; YEA, WALK AFTER THE PRIDE OF YOUR EYES, AND DO WHATSOEVER YOUR HEART DESIRETH—AND IF A MAN SHALL COME AMONG YOU AND SAY THIS, YE WILL RECEIVE HIM, AND SAY THAT HE IS A PROPHET. YEA, YE WILL LIFT HIM UP, AND YE WILL GIVE UNTO HIM OF YOUR SUBSTANCE; YE WILL GIVE UNTO HIM OF YOUR GOLD, AND OF YOUR SILVER, AND YE WILL CLOTHE HIM WITH COSTLY APPAREL; AND BECAUSE HE SPEAKETH FLATTERING WORDS UNTO YOU, AND HE SAITH THAT ALL IS WELL, THEN YE WILL NOT FIND FAULT WITH HIM. O YE WICKED AND YE PERVERSE GENERATION; YE HARDENED AND YE STIFFNECKED PEOPLE, HOW LONG WILL YE SUPPOSE THAT THE LORD WILL SUFFER YOU? YEA, HOW LONG WILL YE SUFFER YOURSELVES TO BE LED BY FOOLISH AND BLIND GUIDES? YEA, HOW LONG WILL YE CHOOSE DARKNESS RATHER THAN LIGHT? YEA, BEHOLD, THE ANGER OF THE LORD IS ALREADY KINDLED AGAINST YOU; BEHOLD, HE HATH CURSED THE LAND BECAUSE OF YOUR INIQUITY. AND BEHOLD, THE TIME COMETH THAT HE CURSETH YOUR RICHES, THAT THEY BECOME SLIPPERY, THAT YE CANNOT HOLD THEM; AND IN THE DAYS OF YOUR POVERTY YE CANNOT RETAIN THEM. AND IN THE DAYS OF YOUR POVERTY YE SHALL CRY UNTO THE LORD; AND IN VAIN SHALL YE CRY, FOR YOUR DESOLATION IS ALREADY COME UPON YOU, AND YOUR DESTRUCTION IS MADE SURE; AND THEN SHALL YE WEEP AND HOWL IN THAT DAY, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. AND THEN SHALL YE LAMENT, AND SAY: O THAT I HAD REPENTED, AND HAD NOT KILLED THE PROPHETS, AND STONED THEM, AND CAST THEM OUT. YEA, IN THAT DAY YE SHALL SAY: O THAT WE HAD REMEMBERED THE LORD OUR GOD IN THE DAY THAT HE GAVE US OUR RICHES, AND THEN THEY WOULD NOT HAVE BECOME SLIPPERY THAT WE SHOULD LOSE THEM; FOR BEHOLD, OUR RICHES ARE GONE FROM US. BEHOLD, WE LAY A TOOL HERE AND, ON THE MORROW, IT IS GONE; AND BEHOLD, OUR SWORDS ARE TAKEN FROM US IN THE DAY WE HAVE SOUGHT THEM FOR BATTLE. YEA, WE HAVE, HID UP OUR TREASURES AND THEY HAVE SLIPPED AWAY FROM US, BECAUSE OF THE CURSE OF THE LAND. O THAT WE HAD REPENTED IN THE DAY THAT THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME UNTO US; FOR BEHOLD THE LAND IS CURSED, AND ALL THINGS ARE BECOME SLIPPERY, AND WE CANNOT HOLD THEM. BEHOLD, WE ARE SURROUNDED BY DEMONS, YEA, WE ARE ENCIRCLED ABOUT BY THE ANGELS OF HIM WHO HATH SOUGHT TO DESTROY OUR SOULS. BEHOLD, OUR INIQUITIES ARE GREAT. O LORD, CANST THOU NOT TURN AWAY THINE ANGER FROM US? AND THIS SHALL BE YOUR LANGUAGE IN THOSE DAYS. BUT BEHOLD, YOUR DAYS OF PROBATION ARE PAST; YE HAVE PROCRASTINATED THE DAY OF YOUR SALVATION UNTIL IT IS EVERLASTINGLY TOO LATE, AND YOUR DESTRUCTION IS MADE SURE; YEA, FOR YE HAVE SOUGHT ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIVES FOR THAT WHICH YE COULD NOT OBTAIN; AND YE HAVE SOUGHT FOR HAPPINESS IN DOING INIQUITY, WHICH THING IS CONTRARY TO THE NATURE OF THAT RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS IN OUR GREAT AND ETERNAL HEAD. O YE PEOPLE OF THE LAND, THAT YE WOULD HEAR MY WORDS! AND I PRAY THAT THE ANGER OF THE LORD BE TURNED AWAY FROM YOU, AND THAT YE WOULD REPENT AND BE SAVED. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT SAMUEL, THE LAMANITE, DID PROPHESY A GREAT MANY MORE THINGS WHICH CANNOT BE WRITTEN. AND BEHOLD, HE SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, I GIVE UNTO YOU A SIGN; FOR FIVE YEARS MORE COMETH, AND BEHOLD, THEN COMETH THE SON OF GOD TO REDEEM ALL THOSE WHO SHALL BELIEVE ON HIS NAME. AND BEHOLD, THIS WILL I GIVE UNTO YOU FOR A SIGN AT THE TIME OF HIS COMING; FOR BEHOLD, THERE SHALL BE GREAT LIGHTS IN HEAVEN, INSOMUCH THAT IN THE NIGHT BEFORE HE COMETH THERE SHALL BE NO DARKNESS, INSOMUCH THAT IT SHALL APPEAR UNTO MAN AS IF IT WAS DAY. THEREFORE, THERE SHALL BE ONE DAY AND A NIGHT AND A DAY, AS IF IT WERE ONE DAY AND THERE WERE NO NIGHT; AND THIS SHALL BE UNTO YOU FOR A SIGN; FOR YE SHALL KNOW OF THE RISING OF THE SUN AND ALSO OF ITS SETTING; THEREFORE THEY SHALL KNOW OF A SURETY THAT THERE SHALL BE TWO DAYS AND A NIGHT; NEVERTHELESS THE NIGHT SHALL NOT BE DARKENED; AND IT SHALL BE THE NIGHT BEFORE HE IS BORN. AND BEHOLD, THERE SHALL A NEW STAR ARISE, SUCH AN ONE AS YE NEVER HAVE BEHELD; AND THIS ALSO SHALL BE A SIGN UNTO YOU. AND BEHOLD THIS IS NOT ALL, THERE SHALL BE MANY SIGNS AND WONDERS IN HEAVEN. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT YE SHALL ALL BE AMAZED, AND WONDER, INSOMUCH THAT YE SHALL FALL TO THE EARTH. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT WHOSOEVER SHALL BELIEVE ON THE SON OF GOD, THE SAME SHALL HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE. AND BEHOLD, THUS HATH THE LORD COMMANDED ME, BY HIS ANGEL, THAT I SHOULD COME AND TELL THIS THING UNTO YOU; YEA, HE HATH COMMANDED THAT I SHOULD PROPHESY THESE THINGS UNTO YOU; YEA, HE HATH SAID UNTO ME: CRY UNTO THIS PEOPLE, REPENT AND PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD. AND NOW, BECAUSE I AM A LAMANITE, AND HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU THE WORDS WHICH THE LORD HATH COMMANDED ME, AND BECAUSE IT WAS HARD AGAINST YOU, YE ARE ANGRY WITH ME AND DO SEEK TO DESTROY ME, AND HAVE CAST ME OUT FROM AMONG YOU. AND YE SHALL HEAR MY WORDS, FOR, FOR THIS INTENT HAVE I COME UP UPON THE WALLS OF THIS CITY, THAT YE MIGHT HEAR AND KNOW OF THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD WHICH DO AWAIT YOU BECAUSE OF YOUR INIQUITIES, AND ALSO THAT YE MIGHT KNOW THE CONDITIONS OF REPENTANCE; AND ALSO THAT YE MIGHT KNOW OF THE COMING OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF HEAVEN AND OF EARTH, THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS FROM THE BEGINNING; AND THAT YE MIGHT KNOW OF THE SIGNS OF HIS COMING, TO THE INTENT THAT YE MIGHT BELIEVE ON HIS NAME. AND IF YE BELIEVE ON HIS NAME YE WILL REPENT OF ALL YOUR SINS, THAT THEREBY YE MAY HAVE A REMISSION OF THEM THROUGH HIS MERITS. AND BEHOLD, AGAIN, ANOTHER SIGN I GIVE UNTO YOU, YEA, A SIGN OF HIS DEATH. FOR BEHOLD, HE SURELY MUST DIE THAT SALVATION MAY COME; YEA, IT BEHOOVETH HIM AND BECOMETH EXPEDIENT THAT HE DIETH, TO BRING TO PASS THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, THAT THEREBY MEN MAY BE BROUGHT INTO THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. YEA, BEHOLD, THIS DEATH BRINGETH TO PASS THE RESURRECTION, AND REDEEMETH ALL MANKIND FROM THE FIRST DEATH—THAT SPIRITUAL DEATH; FOR ALL MANKIND, BY THE FALL OF ADAM BEING CUT OFF FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, ARE CONSIDERED AS DEAD, BOTH AS TO THINGS TEMPORAL AND TO THINGS SPIRITUAL. BUT BEHOLD, THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST REDEEMETH MANKIND, YEA, EVEN ALL MANKIND, AND BRINGETH THEM BACK INTO THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. YEA, AND IT BRINGETH TO PASS THE CONDITION OF REPENTANCE, THAT WHOSOEVER REPENTETH THE SAME IS NOT HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE; BUT WHOSOEVER REPENTETH NOT IS HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE; AND THERE COMETH UPON THEM AGAIN A SPIRITUAL DEATH, YEA, A SECOND DEATH, FOR THEY ARE CUT OFF AGAIN AS TO THINGS PERTAINING TO RIGHTEOUSNESS. THEREFORE, REPENT YE, REPENT YE, LEST BY KNOWING THESE THINGS AND NOT DOING THEM YE SHALL SUFFER YOURSELVES TO COME UNDER CONDEMNATION, AND YE ARE BROUGHT DOWN UNTO THIS SECOND DEATH. BUT BEHOLD, AS I SAID UNTO YOU CONCERNING ANOTHER SIGN, A SIGN OF HIS DEATH, BEHOLD, IN THAT DAY THAT HE SHALL SUFFER DEATH THE SUN SHALL BE DARKENED AND REFUSE TO GIVE HIS LIGHT UNTO YOU; AND ALSO THE MOON AND THE STARS; AND THERE SHALL BE NO LIGHT UPON THE FACE OF THIS LAND, EVEN FROM THE TIME THAT HE SHALL SUFFER DEATH, FOR THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS, TO THE TIME THAT HE SHALL RISE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD. YEA, AT THE TIME THAT HE SHALL YIELD UP THE GHOST THERE SHALL BE THUNDERINGS AND LIGHTNINGS FOR THE SPACE OF MANY HOURS, AND THE EARTH SHALL SHAKE AND TREMBLE; AND THE ROCKS WHICH ARE UPON THE FACE OF THIS EARTH, WHICH ARE BOTH ABOVE THE EARTH AND BENEATH, WHICH YE KNOW AT THIS TIME ARE SOLID, OR THE MORE PART OF IT IS ONE SOLID MASS, SHALL BE BROKEN UP; YEA, THEY SHALL BE RENT IN TWAIN, AND SHALL EVER AFTER BE FOUND IN SEAMS AND IN CRACKS, AND IN BROKEN FRAGMENTS UPON THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH, YEA, BOTH ABOVE THE EARTH AND BENEATH. AND BEHOLD, THERE SHALL BE GREAT TEMPESTS, AND THERE SHALL BE MANY MOUNTAINS LAID LOW, LIKE UNTO A VALLEY, AND THERE SHALL BE MANY PLACES WHICH ARE NOW CALLED VALLEYS WHICH SHALL BECOME MOUNTAINS, WHOSE HEIGHT IS GREAT. AND MANY HIGHWAYS SHALL BE BROKEN UP, AND MANY CITIES SHALL BECOME DESOLATE. AND MANY GRAVES SHALL BE OPENED, AND SHALL YIELD UP MANY OF THEIR DEAD; AND MANY SAINTS SHALL APPEAR UNTO MANY. AND BEHOLD, THUS HATH THE ANGEL SPOKEN UNTO ME; FOR HE SAID UNTO ME THAT THERE SHOULD BE THUNDERINGS AND LIGHTNINGS FOR THE SPACE OF MANY HOURS. AND HE SAID UNTO ME THAT WHILE THE THUNDER AND THE LIGHTNING LASTED, AND THE TEMPEST, THAT THESE THINGS SHOULD BE, AND THAT DARKNESS SHOULD COVER THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH FOR THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS. AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME THAT MANY SHALL SEE GREATER THINGS THAN THESE, TO THE INTENT THAT THEY MIGHT BELIEVE THAT THESE SIGNS AND THESE WONDERS SHOULD COME TO PASS UPON ALL THE FACE OF THIS LAND, TO THE INTENT THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO CAUSE FOR UNBELIEF AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN— AND THIS TO THE INTENT THAT WHOSOEVER WILL BELIEVE MIGHT BE SAVED, AND THAT WHOSOEVER WILL NOT BELIEVE, A RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT MIGHT COME UPON THEM; AND ALSO IF THEY ARE CONDEMNED THEY BRING UPON THEMSELVES THEIR OWN CONDEMNATION. AND NOW REMEMBER, REMEMBER, MY BRETHREN, THAT WHOSOEVER PERISHETH, PERISHETH UNTO HIMSELF; AND WHOSOEVER DOETH INIQUITY, DOETH IT UNTO HIMSELF; FOR BEHOLD, YE ARE FREE; YE ARE PERMITTED TO ACT FOR YOURSELVES; FOR BEHOLD, GOD HATH GIVEN UNTO YOU A KNOWLEDGE AND HE HATH MADE YOU FREE. HE HATH GIVEN UNTO YOU THAT YE MIGHT KNOW GOOD FROM EVIL, AND HE HATH GIVEN UNTO YOU THAT YE MIGHT CHOOSE LIFE OR DEATH; AND YE CAN DO GOOD AND BE RESTORED UNTO THAT WHICH IS GOOD, OR HAVE THAT WHICH IS GOOD RESTORED UNTO YOU; OR YE CAN DO EVIL, AND HAVE THAT WHICH IS EVIL RESTORED UNTO YOU. AND NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, BEHOLD, I DECLARE UNTO YOU THAT EXCEPT YE SHALL REPENT YOUR HOUSES SHALL BE LEFT UNTO YOU DESOLATE. YEA, EXCEPT YE REPENT, YOUR WOMEN SHALL HAVE GREAT CAUSE TO MOURN IN THE DAY THAT THEY SHALL GIVE SUCK; FOR YE SHALL ATTEMPT TO FLEE AND THERE SHALL BE NO PLACE FOR REFUGE; YEA, AND WO UNTO THEM WHICH ARE WITH CHILD, FOR THEY SHALL BE HEAVY AND CANNOT FLEE; THEREFORE, THEY SHALL BE TRODDEN DOWN AND SHALL BE LEFT TO PERISH. YEA, WO UNTO THIS PEOPLE WHO ARE CALLED THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI EXCEPT THEY SHALL REPENT, WHEN THEY SHALL SEE ALL THESE SIGNS AND WONDERS WHICH SHALL BE SHOWED UNTO THEM; FOR BEHOLD, THEY HAVE BEEN A CHOSEN PEOPLE OF THE LORD; YEA, THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI HATH HE LOVED, AND ALSO HATH HE CHASTENED THEM; YEA, IN THE DAYS OF THEIR INIQUITIES HATH HE CHASTENED THEM BECAUSE HE LOVETH THEM. BUT BEHOLD MY BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES HATH HE HATED BECAUSE THEIR DEEDS HAVE BEEN EVIL CONTINUALLY, AND THIS BECAUSE OF THE INIQUITY OF THE TRADITION OF THEIR FATHERS. BUT BEHOLD, SALVATION HATH COME UNTO THEM THROUGH THE PREACHING OF THE NEPHITES; AND FOR THIS INTENT HATH THE LORD PROLONGED THEIR DAYS. AND I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD BEHOLD THAT THE MORE PART OF THEM ARE IN THE PATH OF THEIR DUTY, AND THEY DO WALK CIRCUMSPECTLY BEFORE GOD, AND THEY DO OBSERVE TO KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS AND HIS STATUTES AND HIS JUDGMENTS ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MOSES. YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THE MORE PART OF THEM ARE DOING THIS, AND THEY ARE STRIVING WITH UNWEARIED DILIGENCE THAT THEY MAY BRING THE REMAINDER OF THEIR BRETHREN TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH; THEREFORE, THERE ARE MANY WHO DO ADD TO THEIR NUMBERS DAILY. AND BEHOLD, YE DO KNOW OF YOURSELVES, FOR YE HAVE WITNESSED IT, THAT AS MANY OF THEM AS ARE BROUGHT TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, AND TO KNOW OF THE WICKED AND ABOMINABLE TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS, AND ARE LED TO BELIEVE THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, YEA, THE PROPHECIES OF THE HOLY PROPHETS, WHICH ARE WRITTEN, WHICH LEADETH THEM TO FAITH ON THE LORD, AND UNTO REPENTANCE, WHICH FAITH AND REPENTANCE BRINGETH A CHANGE OF HEART UNTO THEM—THEREFORE, AS MANY AS HAVE COME TO THIS, YE KNOW OF YOURSELVES ARE FIRM AND STEADFAST IN THE FAITH, AND IN THE THING WHEREWITH THEY HAVE BEEN MADE FREE. AND YE KNOW ALSO THAT THEY HAVE BURIED THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR, AND THEY FEAR TO TAKE THEM UP LEST BY ANY MEANS THEY SHOULD SIN; YEA, YE CAN SEE THAT THEY FEAR TO SIN—FOR BEHOLD THEY WILL SUFFER THEMSELVES THAT THEY BE TRODDEN DOWN AND SLAIN BY THEIR ENEMIES, AND WILL NOT LIFT THEIR SWORDS AGAINST THEM, AND THIS BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH IN CHRIST. AND NOW, BECAUSE OF THEIR STEADFASTNESS WHEN THEY DO BELIEVE IN THAT THING WHICH THEY DO BELIEVE, FOR BECAUSE OF THEIR FIRMNESS WHEN THEY ARE ONCE ENLIGHTENED, BEHOLD, THE LORD SHALL BLESS THEM AND PROLONG THEIR DAYS, NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR INIQUITY—YEA, EVEN IF THEY SHOULD DWINDLE IN UNBELIEF THE LORD SHALL PROLONG THEIR DAYS, UNTIL THE TIME SHALL COME WHICH HATH BEEN SPOKEN OF BY OUR FATHERS, AND ALSO BY THE PROPHET ZENOS, AND MANY OTHER PROPHETS, CONCERNING THE RESTORATION OF OUR BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES, AGAIN TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH—YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT IN THE LATTER TIMES THE PROMISES OF THE LORD HAVE BEEN EXTENDED TO OUR BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES; AND NOTWITHSTANDING THE MANY AFFLICTIONS WHICH THEY SHALL HAVE, AND NOTWITHSTANDING THEY SHALL BE DRIVEN TO AND FRO UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND BE HUNTED, AND SHALL BE SMITTEN AND SCATTERED ABROAD, HAVING NO PLACE FOR REFUGE, THE LORD SHALL BE MERCIFUL UNTO THEM. AND THIS IS ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECY, THAT THEY SHALL AGAIN BE BROUGHT TO THE TRUE KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR REDEEMER, AND THEIR GREAT AND TRUE SHEPHERD, AND BE NUMBERED AMONG HIS SHEEP. THEREFORE, I SAY UNTO YOU, IT SHALL BE BETTER FOR THEM THAN FOR YOU EXCEPT YE REPENT. FOR BEHOLD, HAD THE MIGHTY WORKS BEEN SHOWN UNTO THEM WHICH HAVE BEEN SHOWN UNTO YOU, YEA, UNTO THEM WHO HAVE DWINDLED IN UNBELIEF BECAUSE OF THE TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS, YE CAN SEE OF YOURSELVES THAT THEY NEVER WOULD AGAIN HAVE DWINDLED IN UNBELIEF. THEREFORE, SAITH THE LORD: I WILL NOT UTTERLY DESTROY THEM, BUT I WILL CAUSE THAT IN THE DAY OF MY WISDOM THEY SHALL RETURN AGAIN UNTO ME, SAITH THE LORD. AND NOW BEHOLD, SAITH THE LORD, CONCERNING THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES: IF THEY WILL NOT REPENT, AND OBSERVE TO DO MY WILL, I WILL UTTERLY DESTROY THEM, SAITH THE LORD, BECAUSE OF THEIR UNBELIEF NOTWITHSTANDING THE MANY MIGHTY WORKS WHICH I HAVE DONE AMONG THEM; AND AS SURELY AS THE LORD LIVETH SHALL THESE THINGS BE, SAITH THE LORD. AND NOW, IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE MANY WHO HEARD THE WORDS OF SAMUEL, THE LAMANITE, WHICH HE SPAKE UPON THE WALLS OF THE CITY. AND AS MANY AS BELIEVED ON HIS WORD WENT FORTH AND SOUGHT FOR NEPHI; AND WHEN THEY HAD COME FORTH AND FOUND HIM, THEY CONFESSED UNTO HIM THEIR SINS AND DENIED NOT, DESIRING THAT THEY MIGHT BE BAPTIZED UNTO THE LORD. BUT AS MANY AS THERE WERE WHO DID NOT BELIEVE IN THE WORDS OF SAMUEL WERE ANGRY WITH HIM; AND THEY CAST STONES AT HIM UPON THE WALL, AND ALSO MANY SHOT ARROWS AT HIM AS HE STOOD UPON THE WALL; BUT THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WAS WITH HIM, INSOMUCH THAT THEY COULD NOT HIT HIM WITH THEIR STONES NEITHER WITH THEIR ARROWS. NOW WHEN THEY SAW THAT THEY COULD NOT HIT HIM, THERE WERE MANY MORE WHO DID BELIEVE ON HIS WORDS, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WENT AWAY UNTO NEPHI TO BE BAPTIZED. FOR BEHOLD, NEPHI WAS BAPTIZING, AND PROPHESYING, AND PREACHING, CRYING REPENTANCE UNTO THE PEOPLE, SHOWING SIGNS AND WONDERS, WORKING MIRACLES AMONG THE PEOPLE, THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THAT THE CHRIST MUST SHORTLY COME—TELLING THEM OF THINGS WHICH MUST SHORTLY COME, THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW AND REMEMBER AT THE TIME OF THEIR COMING THAT THEY HAD BEEN MADE KNOWN UNTO THEM BEFOREHAND, TO THE INTENT THAT THEY MIGHT BELIEVE; THEREFORE AS MANY AS BELIEVED ON THE WORDS OF SAMUEL WENT FORTH UNTO HIM TO BE BAPTIZED, FOR THEY CAME REPENTING AND CONFESSING THEIR SINS. BUT THE MORE PART OF THEM DID NOT BELIEVE IN THE WORDS OF SAMUEL; THEREFORE WHEN THEY SAW THAT THEY COULD NOT HIT HIM WITH THEIR STONES AND THEIR ARROWS, THEY CRIED UNTO THEIR CAPTAINS, SAYING: TAKE THIS FELLOW AND BIND HIM, FOR BEHOLD HE HATH A DEVIL; AND BECAUSE OF THE POWER OF THE DEVIL WHICH IS IN HIM WE CANNOT HIT HIM WITH OUR STONES AND OUR ARROWS; THEREFORE TAKE HIM AND BIND HIM, AND AWAY WITH HIM. AND AS THEY WENT FORTH TO LAY THEIR HANDS ON HIM, BEHOLD, HE DID CAST HIMSELF DOWN FROM THE WALL, AND DID FLEE OUT OF THEIR LANDS, YEA, EVEN UNTO HIS OWN COUNTRY, AND BEGAN TO PREACH AND TO PROPHESY AMONG HIS OWN PEOPLE. AND BEHOLD, HE WAS NEVER HEARD OF MORE AMONG THE NEPHITES; AND THUS, WERE THE AFFAIRS OF THE PEOPLE. AND THUS, ENDED THE EIGHTY AND SIXTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND THUS, ENDED ALSO THE EIGHTY AND SEVENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, THE MORE PART OF THE PEOPLE REMAINING IN THEIR PRIDE AND WICKEDNESS, AND THE LESSER PART WALKING MORE CIRCUMSPECTLY BEFORE GOD. AND THESE WERE THE CONDITIONS ALSO, IN THE EIGHTY AND EIGHTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. AND THERE WAS BUT LITTLE ALTERATION IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE PEOPLE, SAVE IT WERE THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO BE MORE HARDENED IN INIQUITY, AND DO MORE AND MORE OF THAT WHICH WAS CONTRARY TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, IN THE EIGHTY AND NINTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES. BUT IT CAME TO PASS IN THE NINETIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES, THERE WERE GREAT SIGNS GIVEN UNTO THE PEOPLE, AND WONDERS; AND THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS BEGAN TO BE FULFILLED. AND ANGELS DID APPEAR UNTO MEN, WISE MEN, AND DID DECLARE UNTO THEM GLAD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY; THUS, IN THIS YEAR THE SCRIPTURES BEGAN TO BE FULFILLED. NEVERTHELESS, THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO HARDEN THEIR HEARTS, ALL SAVE IT WERE THE MOST BELIEVING PART OF THEM, BOTH OF THE NEPHITES AND ALSO OF THE LAMANITES, AND BEGAN TO DEPEND UPON THEIR OWN STRENGTH AND UPON THEIR OWN WISDOM, SAYING: SOME THINGS THEY MAY HAVE GUESSED RIGHT, AMONG SO MANY; BUT BEHOLD, WE KNOW THAT ALL THESE GREAT AND MARVELOUS WORKS CANNOT COME TO PASS, OF WHICH HAS BEEN SPOKEN. AND THEY BEGAN TO REASON AND TO CONTEND AMONG THEMSELVES, SAYING: THAT IT IS NOT REASONABLE THAT SUCH A BEING AS A CHRIST SHALL COME; IF SO, AND HE BE THE SON OF GOD, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF HEAVEN AND OF EARTH, AS IT HAS BEEN SPOKEN, WHY WILL HE NOT SHOW HIMSELF UNTO US AS WELL AS UNTO THEM WHO SHALL BE AT JERUSALEM? YEA, WHY WILL HE NOT SHOW HIMSELF IN THIS LAND AS WELL AS IN THE LAND OF JERUSALEM? BUT BEHOLD, WE KNOW THAT THIS IS A WICKED TRADITION, WHICH HAS BEEN HANDED DOWN UNTO US BY OUR FATHERS, TO CAUSE US THAT WE SHOULD BELIEVE IN SOME GREAT AND MARVELOUS THING WHICH SHOULD COME TO PASS, BUT NOT AMONG US, BUT IN A LAND WHICH IS FAR DISTANT, A LAND WHICH WE KNOW NOT; THEREFORE THEY CAN KEEP US IN IGNORANCE, FOR WE CANNOT WITNESS WITH OUR OWN EYES THAT THEY ARE TRUE. AND THEY WILL, BY THE CUNNING AND THE MYSTERIOUS ARTS OF THE EVIL ONE, WORK SOME GREAT MYSTERY WHICH WE CANNOT UNDERSTAND, WHICH WILL KEEP US DOWN TO BE SERVANTS TO THEIR WORDS, AND ALSO SERVANTS UNTO THEM, FOR WE DEPEND UPON THEM TO TEACH US THE WORD; AND THUS, WILL THEY KEEP US IN IGNORANCE IF WE WILL YIELD OURSELVES UNTO THEM, ALL THE DAYS OF OUR LIVES. AND MANY MORE THINGS DID THE PEOPLE IMAGINE UP IN THEIR HEARTS, WHICH WERE FOOLISH AND VAIN; AND THEY WERE MUCH DISTURBED, FOR SATAN DID STIR THEM UP TO DO INIQUITY CONTINUALLY; YEA, HE DID GO ABOUT SPREADING RUMORS AND CONTENTIONS UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND, THAT HE MIGHT HARDEN THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE AGAINST THAT WHICH WAS GOOD AND AGAINST THAT WHICH SHOULD COME. AND NOTWITHSTANDING THE SIGNS AND THE WONDERS WHICH WERE WROUGHT AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD, AND THE MANY MIRACLES WHICH THEY DID, SATAN DID GET GREAT HOLD UPON THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND THUS, ENDED THE NINETIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THE JUDGES OVER THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND THUS, ENDED THE BOOK OF HELAMAN, ACCORDING TO THE RECORD OF HELAMAN AND HIS SONS.
THE BOOK OF THE 3RD NEPHI
3 NEPHI 1
NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE NINETY AND FIRST YEAR HAD PASSED AWAY AND IT WAS SIX HUNDRED YEARS FROM THE TIME THAT LEHI LEFT JERUSALEM; AND IT WAS IN THE YEAR THAT LACHONEUS WAS THE CHIEF JUDGE AND THE GOVERNOR OVER THE LAND. AND NEPHI, THE SON OF HELAMAN, HAD DEPARTED OUT OF THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, GIVING CHARGE UNTO HIS SON NEPHI, WHO WAS HIS ELDEST SON, CONCERNING THE PLATES OF BRASS, AND ALL THE RECORDS WHICH HAD BEEN KEPT, AND ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN KEPT SACRED FROM THE DEPARTURE OF LEHI OUT OF JERUSALEM. THEN HE DEPARTED OUT OF THE LAND, AND WHITHER HE WENT, NO MAN KNOWETH; AND HIS SON NEPHI DID KEEP THE RECORDS IN HIS STEAD, YEA, THE RECORD OF THIS PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE NINETY AND SECOND YEAR, BEHOLD, THE PROPHECIES OF THE PROPHETS BEGAN TO BE FULFILLED MORE FULLY; FOR THERE BEGAN TO BE GREATER SIGNS AND GREATER MIRACLES WROUGHT AMONG THE PEOPLE. BUT THERE WERE SOME WHO BEGAN TO SAY THAT THE TIME WAS PAST FOR THE WORDS TO BE FULFILLED, WHICH WERE SPOKEN BY SAMUEL, THE LAMANITE. AND THEY BEGAN TO REJOICE OVER THEIR BRETHREN, SAYING: BEHOLD THE TIME IS PAST, AND THE WORDS OF SAMUEL ARE NOT FULFILLED; THEREFORE, YOUR JOY AND YOUR FAITH CONCERNING THIS THING HATH BEEN VAIN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID MAKE A GREAT UPROAR THROUGHOUT THE LAND; AND THE PEOPLE WHO BELIEVED BEGAN TO BE VERY SORROWFUL, LEST BY ANY MEANS THOSE THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN MIGHT NOT COME TO PASS. BUT BEHOLD, THEY DID WATCH STEADFASTLY FOR THAT DAY AND THAT NIGHT AND THAT DAY WHICH SHOULD BE AS ONE DAY AS IF THERE WERE NO NIGHT, THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THAT THEIR FAITH HAD NOT BEEN VAIN. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WAS A DAY SET APART BY THE UNBELIEVERS, THAT ALL THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN THOSE TRADITIONS SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH EXCEPT THE SIGN SHOULD COME TO PASS, WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN BY SAMUEL THE PROPHET. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN NEPHI, THE SON OF NEPHI, SAW THIS WICKEDNESS OF HIS PEOPLE, HIS HEART WAS EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE WENT OUT AND BOWED HIMSELF DOWN UPON THE EARTH, AND CRIED MIGHTILY TO HIS GOD IN BEHALF OF HIS PEOPLE, YEA, THOSE WHO WERE ABOUT TO BE DESTROYED BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH IN THE TRADITION OF THEIR FATHERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE CRIED MIGHTILY UNTO THE LORD ALL THAT DAY; AND BEHOLD, THE VOICE OF THE LORD CAME UNTO HIM, SAYING: LIFT UP YOUR HEAD AND BE OF GOOD CHEER; FOR BEHOLD, THE TIME IS AT HAND, AND ON THIS NIGHT SHALL THE SIGN BE GIVEN, AND ON THE MORROW COME I INTO THE WORLD, TO SHOW UNTO THE WORLD THAT I WILL FULFIL ALL THAT WHICH I HAVE CAUSED TO BE SPOKEN BY THE MOUTH OF MY HOLY PROPHETS. BEHOLD, I COME UNTO MY OWN, TO FULFIL ALL THINGS WHICH I HAVE MADE KNOWN UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, AND TO DO THE WILL, BOTH OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND OF THE SON—OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] BECAUSE OF ME, AND OF THE SON BECAUSE OF MY FLESH. AND BEHOLD, THE TIME IS AT HAND, AND THIS NIGHT SHALL THE SIGN BE GIVEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE WORDS WHICH CAME UNTO NEPHI WERE FULFILLED, ACCORDING AS THEY HAD BEEN SPOKEN; FOR BEHOLD, AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN THERE WAS NO DARKNESS; AND THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO BE ASTONISHED BECAUSE THERE WAS NO DARKNESS WHEN THE NIGHT CAME. AND THERE WERE MANY, WHO HAD NOT BELIEVED THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS, WHO FELL TO THE EARTH AND BECAME AS IF THEY WERE DEAD, FOR THEY KNEW THAT THE GREAT PLAN OF DESTRUCTION WHICH THEY HAD LAID FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS HAD BEEN FRUSTRATED; FOR THE SIGN WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN WAS ALREADY AT HAND. AND THEY BEGAN TO KNOW THAT THE SON OF GOD MUST SHORTLY APPEAR; YEA, IN FINE, ALL THE PEOPLE UPON THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH FROM THE WEST TO THE EAST, BOTH IN THE LAND NORTH AND IN THE LAND SOUTH, WERE SO EXCEEDINGLY ASTONISHED THAT THEY FELL TO THE EARTH. FOR THEY KNEW THAT THE PROPHETS HAD TESTIFIED OF THESE THINGS FOR MANY YEARS, AND THAT THE SIGN WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN WAS ALREADY AT HAND; AND THEY BEGAN TO FEAR BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITY AND THEIR UNBELIEF. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WAS NO DARKNESS IN ALL THAT NIGHT, BUT IT WAS AS LIGHT AS THOUGH IT WAS MID-DAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE SUN DID RISE IN THE MORNING AGAIN, ACCORDING TO ITS PROPER ORDER; AND THEY KNEW THAT IT WAS THE DAY THAT THE LORD SHOULD BE BORN, BECAUSE OF THE SIGN WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN. AND IT HAD COME TO PASS, YEA, ALL THINGS, EVERY WHIT, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS. AND IT CAME TO PASS ALSO THAT A NEW STAR DID APPEAR, ACCORDING TO THE WORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT FROM THIS TIME FORTH THERE BEGAN TO BE LYINGS SENT FORTH AMONG THE PEOPLE, BY SATAN, TO HARDEN THEIR HEARTS, TO THE INTENT THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BELIEVE IN THOSE SIGNS AND WONDERS WHICH THEY HAD SEEN; BUT NOTWITHSTANDING THESE LYINGS AND DECEIVINGS THE MORE PART OF THE PEOPLE DID BELIEVE, AND WERE CONVERTED UNTO THE LORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NEPHI WENT FORTH AMONG THE PEOPLE, AND ALSO MANY OTHERS, BAPTIZING UNTO REPENTANCE, IN THE WHICH THERE WAS A GREAT REMISSION OF SINS. AND THUS, THE PEOPLE BEGAN AGAIN TO HAVE PEACE IN THE LAND. AND THERE WERE NO CONTENTIONS, SAVE IT WERE A FEW THAT BEGAN TO PREACH, ENDEAVORING TO PROVE BY THE SCRIPTURES THAT IT WAS NO MORE EXPEDIENT TO OBSERVE THE LAW OF MOSES. NOW IN THIS THING THEY DID ERR, HAVING NOT UNDERSTOOD THE SCRIPTURES. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY SOON BECAME CONVERTED, AND WERE CONVINCED OF THE ERROR WHICH THEY WERE IN, FOR IT WAS MADE KNOWN UNTO THEM THAT THE LAW WAS NOT YET FULFILLED, AND THAT IT MUST BE FULFILLED IN EVERY WHIT; YEA, THE WORD CAME UNTO THEM THAT IT MUST BE FULFILLED; YEA, THAT ONE JOT OR TITTLE SHOULD NOT PASS AWAY TILL IT SHOULD ALL BE FULFILLED; THEREFORE IN THIS SAME YEAR WERE THEY BROUGHT TO A KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR ERROR AND DID CONFESS THEIR FAULTS. AND THUS, THE NINETY AND SECOND YEAR DID PASS AWAY, BRINGING GLAD TIDINGS UNTO THE PEOPLE BECAUSE OF THE SIGNS WHICH DID COME TO PASS, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE PROPHECY OF ALL THE HOLY PROPHETS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE NINETY AND THIRD YEAR DID ALSO PASS AWAY IN PEACE, SAVE IT WERE FOR THE GADIANTON ROBBERS, WHO DWELT UPON THE MOUNTAINS, WHO DID INFEST THE LAND; FOR SO STRONG WERE THEIR HOLDS AND THEIR SECRET PLACES THAT THE PEOPLE COULD NOT OVERPOWER THEM; THEREFORE, THEY DID COMMIT MANY MURDERS, AND DID DO MUCH SLAUGHTER AMONG THE PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE NINETY AND FOURTH YEAR THEY BEGAN TO INCREASE IN A GREAT DEGREE, BECAUSE THERE WERE MANY DISSENTERS OF THE NEPHITES WHO DID FLEE UNTO THEM, WHICH DID CAUSE MUCH SORROW UNTO THOSE NEPHITES WHO DID REMAIN IN THE LAND. AND THERE WAS ALSO A CAUSE OF MUCH SORROW AMONG THE LAMANITES; FOR BEHOLD, THEY HAD MANY CHILDREN WHO DID GROW UP AND BEGAN TO WAX STRONG IN YEARS, THAT THEY BECAME FOR THEMSELVES, AND WERE LED AWAY BY SOME WHO WERE ZORAMITES, BY THEIR LYINGS AND THEIR FLATTERING WORDS, TO JOIN THOSE GADIANTON ROBBERS. AND THUS, WERE THE LAMANITES AFFLICTED ALSO, AND BEGAN TO DECREASE AS TO THEIR FAITH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THE RISING GENERATION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THUS PASSED AWAY THE NINETY AND FIFTH YEAR ALSO, AND THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO FORGET THOSE SIGNS AND WONDERS WHICH THEY HAD HEARD, AND BEGAN TO BE LESS AND LESS ASTONISHED AT A SIGN OR A WONDER FROM HEAVEN, INSOMUCH THAT THEY BEGAN TO BE HARD IN THEIR HEARTS, AND BLIND IN THEIR MINDS, AND BEGAN TO DISBELIEVE ALL WHICH THEY HAD HEARD AND SEEN—IMAGINING UP SOME VAIN THING IN THEIR HEARTS, THAT IT WAS WROUGHT BY MEN AND BY THE POWER OF THE DEVIL, TO LEAD AWAY AND DECEIVE THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE; AND THUS DID SATAN GET POSSESSION OF THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE AGAIN, INSOMUCH THAT HE DID BLIND THEIR EYES AND LEAD THEM AWAY TO BELIEVE THAT THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST WAS A FOOLISH AND A VAIN THING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO WAX STRONG IN WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS; AND THEY DID NOT BELIEVE THAT THERE SHOULD BE ANY MORE SIGNS OR WONDERS GIVEN; AND SATAN DID GO ABOUT, LEADING AWAY THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE, TEMPTING THEM AND CAUSING THEM THAT THEY SHOULD DO GREAT WICKEDNESS IN THE LAND. AND THUS, DID PASS AWAY THE NINETY AND SIXTH YEAR; AND ALSO, THE NINETY AND SEVENTH YEAR; AND ALSO, THE NINETY AND EIGHTH YEAR; AND ALSO, THE NINETY AND NINTH YEAR; AND ALSO, A HUNDRED YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY SINCE THE DAYS OF MOSIAH, WHO WAS KING OVER THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES. AND SIX HUNDRED AND NINE YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY SINCE LEHI LEFT JERUSALEM. AND NINE YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY FROM THE TIME WHEN THE SIGN WAS GIVEN, WHICH WAS SPOKEN OF BY THE PROPHETS, THAT CHRIST SHOULD COME INTO THE WORLD. NOW THE NEPHITES BEGAN TO RECKON THEIR TIME FROM THIS PERIOD WHEN THE SIGN WAS GIVEN, OR FROM THE COMING OF CHRIST; THEREFORE, NINE YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY. AND NEPHI, WHO WAS THE FATHER OF NEPHI, WHO HAD THE CHARGE OF THE RECORDS, DID NOT RETURN TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND COULD NOWHERE BE FOUND IN ALL THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE DID STILL REMAIN IN WICKEDNESS, NOTWITHSTANDING THE MUCH PREACHING AND PROPHESYING WHICH WAS SENT AMONG THEM; AND THUS, PASSED AWAY THE TENTH YEAR ALSO; AND THE ELEVENTH YEAR ALSO PASSED AWAY IN INIQUITY. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE THIRTEENTH YEAR THERE BEGAN TO BE WARS AND CONTENTIONS THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND; FOR THE GADIANTON ROBBERS HAD BECOME SO NUMEROUS, AND DID SLAY SO MANY OF THE PEOPLE, AND DID LAY WASTE SO MANY CITIES, AND DID SPREAD SO MUCH DEATH AND CARNAGE THROUGHOUT THE LAND, THAT IT BECAME EXPEDIENT THAT ALL THE PEOPLE, BOTH THE NEPHITES AND THE LAMANITES, SHOULD TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST THEM. THEREFORE, ALL THE LAMANITES WHO HAD BECOME CONVERTED UNTO THE LORD DID UNITE WITH THEIR BRETHREN, THE NEPHITES, AND WERE COMPELLED, FOR THE SAFETY OF THEIR LIVES AND THEIR WOMEN AND THEIR CHILDREN, TO TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST THOSE GADIANTON ROBBERS, YEA, AND ALSO TO MAINTAIN THEIR RIGHTS, AND THE PRIVILEGES OF THEIR CHURCH AND OF THEIR WORSHIP, AND THEIR FREEDOM AND THEIR LIBERTY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT BEFORE THIS THIRTEENTH YEAR HAD PASSED AWAY THE NEPHITES WERE THREATENED WITH UTTER DESTRUCTION BECAUSE OF THIS WAR, WHICH HAD BECOME EXCEEDINGLY SORE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THOSE LAMANITES WHO HAD UNITED WITH THE NEPHITES WERE NUMBERED AMONG THE NEPHITES; AND THEIR CURSE WAS TAKEN FROM THEM, AND THEIR SKIN BECAME WHITE LIKE UNTO THE NEPHITES; AND THEIR YOUNG MEN AND THEIR DAUGHTERS BECAME EXCEEDINGLY FAIR, AND THEY WERE NUMBERED AMONG THE NEPHITES, AND WERE CALLED NEPHITES. AND THUS, ENDED THE THIRTEENTH YEAR. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE FOURTEENTH YEAR, THE WAR BETWEEN THE ROBBERS AND THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI DID CONTINUE AND DID BECOME EXCEEDINGLY SORE; NEVERTHELESS, THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI DID GAIN SOME ADVANTAGE OF THE ROBBERS, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID DRIVE THEM BACK OUT OF THEIR LANDS INTO THE MOUNTAINS AND INTO THEIR SECRET PLACES. AND THUS, ENDED THE FOURTEENTH YEAR. AND IN THE FIFTEENTH YEAR THEY DID COME FORTH AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI; AND BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, AND THEIR MANY CONTENTIONS AND DISSENSIONS, THE GADIANTON ROBBERS DID GAIN MANY ADVANTAGES OVER THEM. AND THUS, ENDED THE FIFTEENTH YEAR, AND THUS WERE THE PEOPLE IN A STATE OF MANY AFFLICTIONS; AND THE SWORD OF DESTRUCTION DID HANG OVER THEM, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE ABOUT TO BE SMITTEN DOWN BY IT, AND THIS BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITY.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE SIXTEENTH YEAR FROM THE COMING OF CHRIST, LACHONEUS, THE GOVERNOR OF THE LAND, RECEIVED AN EPISTLE FROM THE LEADER AND THE GOVERNOR OF THIS BAND OF ROBBERS; AND THESE WERE THE WORDS WHICH WERE WRITTEN, SAYING: LACHONEUS, MOST NOBLE AND CHIEF GOVERNOR OF THE LAND, BEHOLD, I WRITE THIS EPISTLE UNTO YOU, AND DO GIVE UNTO YOU EXCEEDINGLY GREAT PRAISE BECAUSE OF YOUR FIRMNESS, AND ALSO THE FIRMNESS OF YOUR PEOPLE, IN MAINTAINING THAT WHICH YE SUPPOSE TO BE YOUR RIGHT AND LIBERTY; YEA, YE DO STAND WELL, AS IF YE WERE SUPPORTED BY THE HAND OF A GOD, IN THE DEFENCE OF YOUR LIBERTY, AND YOUR PROPERTY, AND YOUR COUNTRY, OR THAT WHICH YE DO CALL SO. AND IT SEEMETH A PITY UNTO ME, MOST NOBLE LACHONEUS, THAT YE SHOULD BE SO FOOLISH AND VAIN AS TO SUPPOSE THAT YE CAN STAND AGAINST SO MANY BRAVE MEN WHO ARE AT MY COMMAND, WHO DO NOW AT THIS TIME STAND IN THEIR ARMS, AND DO AWAIT WITH GREAT ANXIETY FOR THE WORD—GO DOWN UPON THE NEPHITES AND DESTROY THEM. AND I, KNOWING OF THEIR UNCONQUERABLE SPIRIT, HAVING PROVED THEM IN THE FIELD OF BATTLE, AND KNOWING OF THEIR EVERLASTING HATRED TOWARDS YOU BECAUSE OF THE MANY WRONGS WHICH YE HAVE DONE UNTO THEM, THEREFORE IF THEY SHOULD COME DOWN AGAINST YOU, THEY WOULD VISIT YOU WITH UTTER DESTRUCTION. THEREFORE, I HAVE WRITTEN THIS EPISTLE, SEALING IT WITH MINE OWN HAND, FEELING FOR YOUR WELFARE, BECAUSE OF YOUR FIRMNESS IN THAT WHICH YE BELIEVE TO BE RIGHT, AND YOUR NOBLE SPIRIT IN THE FIELD OF BATTLE. THEREFORE, I WRITE UNTO YOU, DESIRING THAT YE WOULD YIELD UP UNTO THIS MY PEOPLE, YOUR CITIES, YOUR LANDS, AND YOUR POSSESSIONS, RATHER THAN THAT THEY SHOULD VISIT YOU WITH THE SWORD AND THAT DESTRUCTION SHOULD COME UPON YOU. OR IN OTHER WORDS, YIELD YOURSELVES UP UNTO US, AND UNITE WITH US AND BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH OUR SECRET WORKS, AND BECOME OUR BRETHREN THAT YE MAY BE LIKE UNTO US—NOT OUR SLAVES, BUT OUR BRETHREN AND PARTNERS OF ALL OUR SUBSTANCE. AND BEHOLD, I SWEAR UNTO YOU, IF YE WILL DO THIS, WITH AN OATH, YE SHALL NOT BE DESTROYED; BUT IF YE WILL NOT DO THIS, I SWEAR UNTO YOU WITH AN OATH, THAT ON THE MORROW MONTH I WILL COMMAND THAT MY ARMIES SHALL COME DOWN AGAINST YOU, AND THEY SHALL NOT STAY THEIR HAND AND SHALL SPARE NOT, BUT SHALL SLAY YOU, AND SHALL LET FALL THE SWORD UPON YOU EVEN UNTIL YE SHALL BECOME EXTINCT. AND BEHOLD, I AM GIDDIANHI; AND I AM THE GOVERNOR OF THIS THE SECRET SOCIETY OF GADIANTON; WHICH SOCIETY AND THE WORKS THEREOF I KNOW TO BE GOOD; AND THEY ARE OF ANCIENT DATE AND THEY HAVE BEEN HANDED DOWN UNTO US. AND I WRITE THIS EPISTLE UNTO YOU, LACHONEUS, AND I HOPE THAT YE WILL DELIVER UP YOUR LANDS AND YOUR POSSESSIONS, WITHOUT THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD, THAT THIS MY PEOPLE MAY RECOVER THEIR RIGHTS AND GOVERNMENT, WHO HAVE DISSENTED AWAY FROM YOU BECAUSE OF YOUR WICKEDNESS IN RETAINING FROM THEM THEIR RIGHTS OF GOVERNMENT, AND EXCEPT YE DO THIS, I WILL AVENGE THEIR WRONGS. I AM GIDDIANHI. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS WHEN LACHONEUS RECEIVED THIS EPISTLE HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY ASTONISHED, BECAUSE OF THE BOLDNESS OF GIDDIANHI DEMANDING THE POSSESSION OF THE LAND OF THE NEPHITES, AND ALSO OF THREATENING THE PEOPLE AND AVENGING THE WRONGS OF THOSE THAT HAD RECEIVED NO WRONG, SAVE IT WERE THEY HAD WRONGED THEMSELVES BY DISSENTING AWAY UNTO THOSE WICKED AND ABOMINABLE ROBBERS. NOW BEHOLD, THIS LACHONEUS, THE GOVERNOR, WAS A JUST MAN, AND COULD NOT BE FRIGHTENED BY THE DEMANDS AND THE THREATENINGS OF A ROBBER; THEREFORE, HE DID NOT HEARKEN TO THE EPISTLE OF GIDDIANHI, THE GOVERNOR OF THE ROBBERS, BUT HE DID CAUSE THAT HIS PEOPLE SHOULD CRY UNTO THE LORD FOR STRENGTH AGAINST THE TIME THAT THE ROBBERS SHOULD COME DOWN AGAINST THEM. YEA, HE SENT A PROCLAMATION AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE, THAT THEY SHOULD GATHER TOGETHER THEIR WOMEN, AND THEIR CHILDREN, THEIR FLOCKS AND THEIR HERDS, AND ALL THEIR SUBSTANCE, SAVE IT WERE THEIR LAND, UNTO ONE PLACE. AND HE CAUSED THAT FORTIFICATIONS SHOULD BE BUILT ROUND ABOUT THEM, AND THE STRENGTH THEREOF SHOULD BE EXCEEDINGLY GREAT. AND HE CAUSED THAT ARMIES, BOTH OF THE NEPHITES AND OF THE LAMANITES, OR OF ALL THEM WHO WERE NUMBERED AMONG THE NEPHITES, SHOULD BE PLACED AS GUARDS ROUND ABOUT TO WATCH THEM, AND TO GUARD THEM FROM THE ROBBERS, DAY AND NIGHT. YEA, HE SAID UNTO THEM: AS THE LORD LIVETH, EXCEPT YE REPENT OF ALL YOUR INIQUITIES, AND CRY UNTO THE LORD, YE WILL IN NOWISE BE DELIVERED OUT OF THE HANDS OF THOSE GADIANTON ROBBERS. AND SO GREAT AND MARVELOUS WERE THE WORDS AND PROPHECIES OF LACHONEUS THAT THEY DID CAUSE FEAR TO COME UPON ALL THE PEOPLE; AND THEY DID EXERT THEMSELVES IN THEIR MIGHT TO DO ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF LACHONEUS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT LACHONEUS DID APPOINT CHIEF CAPTAINS OVER ALL THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES, TO COMMAND THEM AT THE TIME THAT THE ROBBERS SHOULD COME DOWN OUT OF THE WILDERNESS AGAINST THEM. NOW THE CHIEFEST AMONG ALL THE CHIEF CAPTAINS AND THE GREAT COMMANDER OF ALL THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES WAS APPOINTED, AND HIS NAME WAS GIDGIDDONI. NOW IT WAS THE CUSTOM AMONG ALL THE NEPHITES TO APPOINT FOR THEIR CHIEF CAPTAINS, (SAVE IT WERE IN THEIR TIMES OF WICKEDNESS) SOME ONE THAT HAD THE SPIRIT OF REVELATION AND ALSO PROPHECY; THEREFORE, THIS GIDGIDDONI WAS A GREAT PROPHET AMONG THEM, AS ALSO WAS THE CHIEF JUDGE. NOW THE PEOPLE SAID UNTO GIDGIDDONI: PRAY UNTO THE LORD, AND LET US GO UP UPON THE MOUNTAINS AND INTO THE WILDERNESS, THAT WE MAY FALL UPON THE ROBBERS AND DESTROY THEM IN THEIR OWN LANDS. BUT GIDGIDDONI SAITH UNTO THEM: THE LORD FORBID; FOR IF WE SHOULD GO UP AGAINST THEM THE LORD WOULD DELIVER US INTO THEIR HANDS; THEREFORE WE WILL PREPARE OURSELVES IN THE CENTER OF OUR LANDS, AND WE WILL GATHER ALL OUR ARMIES TOGETHER, AND WE WILL NOT GO AGAINST THEM, BUT WE WILL WAIT TILL THEY SHALL COME AGAINST US; THEREFORE AS THE LORD LIVETH, IF WE DO THIS HE WILL DELIVER THEM INTO OUR HANDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE SEVENTEENTH YEAR, IN THE LATTER END OF THE YEAR, THE PROCLAMATION OF LACHONEUS HAD GONE FORTH THROUGHOUT ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND, AND THEY HAD TAKEN THEIR HORSES, AND THEIR CHARIOTS, AND THEIR CATTLE, AND ALL THEIR FLOCKS, AND THEIR HERDS, AND THEIR GRAIN, AND ALL THEIR SUBSTANCE, AND DID MARCH FORTH BY THOUSANDS AND BY TENS OF THOUSANDS, UNTIL THEY HAD ALL GONE FORTH TO THE PLACE WHICH HAD BEEN APPOINTED THAT THEY SHOULD GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER, TO DEFEND THEMSELVES AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES. AND THE LAND WHICH WAS APPOINTED WAS THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, AND THE LAND WHICH WAS BETWEEN THE LAND ZARAHEMLA AND THE LAND BOUNTIFUL, YEA, TO THE LINE WHICH WAS BETWEEN THE LAND BOUNTIFUL AND THE LAND DESOLATION. AND THERE WERE A GREAT MANY THOUSAND PEOPLE WHO WERE CALLED NEPHITES, WHO DID GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER IN THIS LAND. NOW LACHONEUS DID CAUSE THAT THEY SHOULD GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER IN THE LAND SOUTHWARD, BECAUSE OF THE GREAT CURSE WHICH WAS UPON THE LAND NORTHWARD. AND THEY DID FORTIFY THEMSELVES AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES; AND THEY DID DWELL IN ONE LAND, AND IN ONE BODY, AND THEY DID FEAR THE WORDS WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY LACHONEUS, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID REPENT OF ALL THEIR SINS; AND THEY DID PUT UP THEIR PRAYERS UNTO THE LORD THEIR GOD, THAT HE WOULD DELIVER THEM IN THE TIME THAT THEIR ENEMIES SHOULD COME DOWN AGAINST THEM TO BATTLE. AND THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL BECAUSE OF THEIR ENEMIES. AND GIDGIDDONI DID CAUSE THAT THEY SHOULD MAKE WEAPONS OF WAR OF EVERY KIND, AND THEY SHOULD BE STRONG WITH ARMOR, AND WITH SHIELDS, AND WITH BUCKLERS, AFTER THE MANNER OF HIS INSTRUCTION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE LATTER END OF THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR THOSE ARMIES OF ROBBERS HAD PREPARED FOR BATTLE, AND BEGAN TO COME DOWN AND TO SALLY FORTH FROM THE HILLS, AND OUT OF THE MOUNTAINS, AND THE WILDERNESS, AND THEIR STRONGHOLDS, AND THEIR SECRET PLACES, AND BEGAN TO TAKE POSSESSION OF THE LANDS, BOTH WHICH WERE IN THE LAND SOUTH AND WHICH WERE IN THE LAND NORTH, AND BEGAN TO TAKE POSSESSION OF ALL THE LANDS WHICH HAD BEEN DESERTED BY THE NEPHITES, AND THE CITIES WHICH HAD BEEN LEFT DESOLATE. BUT BEHOLD, THERE WERE NO WILD BEASTS NOR GAME IN THOSE LANDS WHICH HAD BEEN DESERTED BY THE NEPHITES, AND THERE WAS NO GAME FOR THE ROBBERS SAVE IT WERE IN THE WILDERNESS. AND THE ROBBERS COULD NOT EXIST SAVE IT WERE IN THE WILDERNESS, FOR THE WANT OF FOOD; FOR THE NEPHITES HAD LEFT THEIR LANDS DESOLATE, AND HAD GATHERED THEIR FLOCKS AND THEIR HERDS AND ALL THEIR SUBSTANCE, AND THEY WERE IN ONE BODY. THEREFORE, THERE WAS NO CHANCE FOR THE ROBBERS TO PLUNDER AND TO OBTAIN FOOD, SAVE IT WERE TO COME UP IN OPEN BATTLE AGAINST THE NEPHITES; AND THE NEPHITES BEING IN ONE BODY, AND HAVING SO GREAT A NUMBER, AND HAVING RESERVED FOR THEMSELVES PROVISIONS, AND HORSES AND CATTLE, AND FLOCKS OF EVERY KIND, THAT THEY MIGHT SUBSIST FOR THE SPACE OF SEVEN YEARS, IN THE WHICH TIME THEY DID HOPE TO DESTROY THE ROBBERS FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE LAND; AND THUS THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR DID PASS AWAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE NINETEENTH YEAR GIDDIANHI FOUND THAT IT WAS EXPEDIENT THAT HE SHOULD GO UP TO BATTLE AGAINST THE NEPHITES, FOR THERE WAS NO WAY THAT THEY COULD SUBSIST SAVE IT WERE TO PLUNDER AND ROB AND MURDER. AND THEY DURST NOT SPREAD THEMSELVES UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND INSOMUCH THAT THEY COULD RAISE GRAIN, LEST THE NEPHITES SHOULD COME UPON THEM AND SLAY THEM; THEREFORE, GIDDIANHI GAVE COMMANDMENT UNTO HIS ARMIES THAT IN THIS YEAR THEY SHOULD GO UP TO BATTLE AGAINST THE NEPHITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID COME UP TO BATTLE; AND IT WAS IN THE SIXTH MONTH; AND BEHOLD, GREAT AND TERRIBLE WAS THE DAY THAT THEY DID COME UP TO BATTLE; AND THEY WERE GIRDED ABOUT AFTER THE MANNER OF ROBBERS; AND THEY HAD A LAMB-SKIN ABOUT THEIR LOINS, AND THEY WERE DYED IN BLOOD, AND THEIR HEADS WERE SHORN, AND THEY HAD HEAD-PLATES UPON THEM; AND GREAT AND TERRIBLE WAS THE APPEARANCE OF THE ARMIES OF GIDDIANHI, BECAUSE OF THEIR ARMOR, AND BECAUSE OF THEIR BEING DYED IN BLOOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES, WHEN THEY SAW THE APPEARANCE OF THE ARMY OF GIDDIANHI, HAD ALL FALLEN TO THE EARTH, AND DID LIFT THEIR CRIES TO THE LORD THEIR GOD, THAT HE WOULD SPARE THEM AND DELIVER THEM OUT OF THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE ARMIES OF GIDDIANHI SAW THIS THEY BEGAN TO SHOUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, BECAUSE OF THEIR JOY, FOR THEY HAD SUPPOSED THAT THE NEPHITES HAD FALLEN WITH FEAR BECAUSE OF THE TERROR OF THEIR ARMIES. BUT IN THIS THING, THEY WERE DISAPPOINTED, FOR THE NEPHITES DID NOT FEAR THEM; BUT THEY DID FEAR THEIR GOD AND DID SUPPLICATE HIM FOR PROTECTION; THEREFORE, WHEN THE ARMIES OF GIDDIANHI DID RUSH UPON THEM THEY WERE PREPARED TO MEET THEM; YEA, IN THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD THEY DID RECEIVE THEM. AND THE BATTLE COMMENCED IN THIS THE SIXTH MONTH; AND GREAT AND TERRIBLE WAS THE BATTLE THEREOF, YEA, GREAT AND TERRIBLE WAS THE SLAUGHTER THEREOF, INSOMUCH THAT THERE NEVER WAS KNOWN SO GREAT A SLAUGHTER AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE OF LEHI SINCE HE LEFT JERUSALEM. AND NOTWITHSTANDING THE THREATENINGS AND THE OATHS WHICH GIDDIANHI HAD MADE, BEHOLD, THE NEPHITES DID BEAT THEM, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID FALL BACK FROM BEFORE THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT GIDGIDDONI COMMANDED THAT HIS ARMIES SHOULD PURSUE THEM AS FAR AS THE BORDERS OF THE WILDERNESS, AND THAT THEY SHOULD NOT SPARE ANY THAT SHOULD FALL INTO THEIR HANDS BY THE WAY; AND THUS, THEY DID PURSUE THEM AND DID SLAY THEM, TO THE BORDERS OF THE WILDERNESS, EVEN UNTIL THEY HAD FULFILLED THE COMMANDMENT OF GIDGIDDONI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT GIDDIANHI, WHO HAD STOOD AND FOUGHT WITH BOLDNESS, WAS PURSUED AS HE FLED; AND BEING WEARY BECAUSE OF HIS MUCH FIGHTING HE WAS OVERTAKEN AND SLAIN. AND THUS, WAS THE END OF GIDDIANHI THE ROBBER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES DID RETURN AGAIN TO THEIR PLACE OF SECURITY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THIS NINETEENTH YEAR DID PASS AWAY, AND THE ROBBERS DID NOT COME AGAIN TO BATTLE; NEITHER DID THEY COME AGAIN IN THE TWENTIETH YEAR. AND IN THE TWENTY AND FIRST YEAR THEY DID NOT COME UP TO BATTLE, BUT THEY CAME UP ON ALL SIDES TO LAY SIEGE ROUND ABOUT THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI; FOR THEY DID SUPPOSE THAT IF THEY SHOULD CUT OFF THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI FROM THEIR LANDS, AND SHOULD HEM THEM IN ON EVERY SIDE, AND IF THEY SHOULD CUT THEM OFF FROM ALL THEIR OUTWARD PRIVILEGES, THAT THEY COULD CAUSE THEM TO YIELD THEMSELVES UP ACCORDING TO THEIR WISHES. NOW THEY HAD APPOINTED UNTO THEMSELVES ANOTHER LEADER, WHOSE NAME WAS ZEMNARIHAH; THEREFORE, IT WAS ZEMNARIHAH THAT DID CAUSE THAT THIS SIEGE SHOULD TAKE PLACE. BUT BEHOLD, THIS WAS AN ADVANTAGE TO THE NEPHITES; FOR IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE ROBBERS TO LAY SIEGE SUFFICIENTLY LONG TO HAVE ANY EFFECT UPON THE NEPHITES, BECAUSE OF THEIR MUCH PROVISION WHICH THEY HAD LAID UP IN STORE, AND BECAUSE OF THE SCANTINESS OF PROVISIONS AMONG THE ROBBERS; FOR BEHOLD, THEY HAD NOTHING SAVE IT WERE MEAT FOR THEIR SUBSISTENCE, WHICH MEAT THEY DID OBTAIN IN THE WILDERNESS; AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE WILD GAME BECAME SCARCE IN THE WILDERNESS INSOMUCH THAT THE ROBBERS WERE ABOUT TO PERISH WITH HUNGER. AND THE NEPHITES WERE CONTINUALLY MARCHING OUT BY DAY AND BY NIGHT, AND FALLING UPON THEIR ARMIES, AND CUTTING THEM OFF BY THOUSANDS AND BY TENS OF THOUSANDS. AND THUS, IT BECAME THE DESIRE OF THE PEOPLE OF ZEMNARIHAH TO WITHDRAW FROM THEIR DESIGN, BECAUSE OF THE GREAT DESTRUCTION WHICH CAME UPON THEM BY NIGHT AND BY DAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ZEMNARIHAH DID GIVE COMMAND UNTO HIS PEOPLE THAT THEY SHOULD WITHDRAW THEMSELVES FROM THE SIEGE, AND MARCH INTO THE FURTHERMOST PARTS OF THE LAND NORTHWARD. AND NOW, GIDGIDDONI BEING AWARE OF THEIR DESIGN, AND KNOWING OF THEIR WEAKNESS BECAUSE OF THE WANT OF FOOD, AND THE GREAT SLAUGHTER WHICH HAD BEEN MADE AMONG THEM, THEREFORE HE DID SEND OUT HIS ARMIES IN THE NIGHT-TIME, AND DID CUT OFF THE WAY OF THEIR RETREAT, AND DID PLACE HIS ARMIES IN THE WAY OF THEIR RETREAT. AND THIS DID THEY DO IN THE NIGHT-TIME, AND GOT ON THEIR MARCH BEYOND THE ROBBERS, SO THAT ON THE MORROW, WHEN THE ROBBERS BEGAN THEIR MARCH, THEY WERE MET BY THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES BOTH IN THEIR FRONT AND IN THEIR REAR. AND THE ROBBERS WHO WERE ON THE SOUTH WERE ALSO CUT OFF IN THEIR PLACES OF RETREAT. AND ALL THESE THINGS WERE DONE BY COMMAND OF GIDGIDDONI. AND THERE WERE MANY THOUSANDS WHO DID YIELD THEMSELVES UP PRISONERS UNTO THE NEPHITES, AND THE REMAINDER OF THEM WERE SLAIN. AND THEIR LEADER, ZEMNARIHAH, WAS TAKEN AND HANGED UPON A TREE, YEA, EVEN UPON THE TOP THEREOF UNTIL HE WAS DEAD. AND WHEN THEY HAD HANGED HIM UNTIL HE WAS DEAD, THEY DID FELL THE TREE TO THE EARTH, AND DID CRY WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING: MAY THE LORD PRESERVE HIS PEOPLE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND IN HOLINESS OF HEART, THAT THEY MAY CAUSE TO BE FELLED TO THE EARTH ALL WHO SHALL SEEK TO SLAY THEM BECAUSE OF POWER AND SECRET COMBINATIONS, EVEN AS THIS MAN HATH BEEN FELLED TO THE EARTH. AND THEY DID REJOICE AND CRY AGAIN WITH ONE VOICE, SAYING: MAY THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB, PROTECT THIS PEOPLE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, SO LONG AS THEY SHALL CALL ON THE NAME OF THEIR GOD FOR PROTECTION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID BREAK FORTH, ALL AS ONE, IN SINGING, AND PRAISING THEIR GOD FOR THE GREAT THING WHICH HE HAD DONE FOR THEM, IN PRESERVING THEM FROM FALLING INTO THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES. YEA, THEY DID CRY: HOSANNA TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. AND THEY DID CRY: BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. AND THEIR HEARTS WERE SWOLLEN WITH JOY, UNTO THE GUSHING OUT OF MANY TEARS, BECAUSE OF THE GREAT GOODNESS OF GOD IN DELIVERING THEM OUT OF THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES; AND THEY KNEW IT WAS BECAUSE OF THEIR REPENTANCE AND THEIR HUMILITY THAT THEY HAD BEEN DELIVERED FROM AN EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION. AND NOW BEHOLD, THERE WAS NOT A LIVING SOUL AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES WHO DID DOUBT IN THE LEAST THE WORDS OF ALL THE HOLY PROPHETS WHO HAD SPOKEN; FOR THEY KNEW THAT IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT THEY MUST BE FULFILLED. AND THEY KNEW THAT IT MUST BE EXPEDIENT THAT CHRIST HAD COME, BECAUSE OF THE MANY SIGNS WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS; AND BECAUSE OF THE THINGS WHICH HAD COME TO PASS ALREADY THEY KNEW THAT IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT ALL THINGS SHOULD COME TO PASS ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN. THEREFORE, THEY DID FORSAKE ALL THEIR SINS, AND THEIR ABOMINATIONS, AND THEIR WHOREDOMS, AND DID SERVE GOD WITH ALL DILIGENCE DAY AND NIGHT. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN ALL THE ROBBERS, PRISONERS, INSOMUCH THAT NONE DID ESCAPE WHO WERE NOT SLAIN, THEY DID CAST THEIR PRISONERS INTO PRISON, AND DID CAUSE THE WORD OF GOD TO BE PREACHED UNTO THEM; AND AS MANY AS WOULD REPENT OF THEIR SINS AND ENTER INTO A COVENANT THAT THEY WOULD MURDER NO MORE WERE SET AT LIBERTY. BUT AS MANY AS THERE WERE WHO DID NOT ENTER INTO A COVENANT, AND WHO DID STILL CONTINUE TO HAVE THOSE SECRET MURDERS IN THEIR HEARTS, YEA, AS MANY AS WERE FOUND BREATHING OUT THREATENINGS AGAINST THEIR BRETHREN WERE CONDEMNED AND PUNISHED ACCORDING TO THE LAW. AND THUS, THEY DID PUT AN END TO ALL THOSE WICKED, AND SECRET, AND ABOMINABLE COMBINATIONS, IN THE WHICH THERE WAS SO MUCH WICKEDNESS, AND SO MANY MURDERS COMMITTED. AND THUS, HAD THE TWENTY AND SECOND YEAR PASSED AWAY, AND THE TWENTY AND THIRD YEAR ALSO, AND THE TWENTY AND FOURTH, AND THE TWENTY AND FIFTH; AND THUS, HAD TWENTY AND FIVE YEARS PASSED AWAY. AND THERE HAD MANY THINGS TRANSPIRED WHICH, IN THE EYES OF SOME, WOULD BE GREAT AND MARVELOUS; NEVERTHELESS, THEY CANNOT ALL BE WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK; YEA, THIS BOOK CANNOT CONTAIN EVEN A HUNDREDTH PART OF WHAT WAS DONE AMONG SO MANY PEOPLE IN THE SPACE OF TWENTY AND FIVE YEARS; BUT BEHOLD THERE ARE RECORDS WHICH DO CONTAIN ALL THE PROCEEDINGS OF THIS PEOPLE; AND A SHORTER BUT TRUE ACCOUNT WAS GIVEN BY NEPHI. THEREFORE, I HAVE MADE MY RECORD OF THESE THINGS ACCORDING TO THE RECORD OF NEPHI, WHICH WAS ENGRAVEN ON THE PLATES WHICH WERE CALLED THE PLATES OF NEPHI. AND BEHOLD, I DO MAKE THE RECORD ON PLATES WHICH I HAVE MADE WITH MINE OWN HANDS. AND BEHOLD, I AM CALLED MORMON, BEING CALLED AFTER THE LAND OF MORMON, THE LAND IN WHICH ALMA DID ESTABLISH THE CHURCH AMONG THE PEOPLE, YEA, THE FIRST CHURCH WHICH WAS ESTABLISHED AMONG THEM AFTER THEIR TRANSGRESSION. BEHOLD, I AM A DISCIPLE OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD. I HAVE BEEN CALLED OF HIM TO DECLARE HIS WORD AMONG HIS PEOPLE, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE. AND IT HATH BECOME EXPEDIENT THAT I, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD, THAT THE PRAYERS OF THOSE WHO HAVE GONE HENCE, WHO WERE THE HOLY ONES, SHOULD BE FULFILLED ACCORDING TO THEIR FAITH, SHOULD MAKE A RECORD OF THESE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN DONE—YEA, A SMALL RECORD OF THAT WHICH HATH TAKEN PLACE FROM THE TIME THAT LEHI LEFT JERUSALEM, EVEN DOWN UNTIL THE PRESENT TIME. THEREFORE, I DO MAKE MY RECORD FROM THE ACCOUNTS WHICH HAVE BEEN GIVEN BY THOSE WHO WERE BEFORE ME, UNTIL THE COMMENCEMENT OF MY DAY; AND THEN I DO MAKE A RECORD OF THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE SEEN WITH MINE OWN EYES. AND I KNOW THE RECORD WHICH I MAKE TO BE A JUST AND A TRUE RECORD; NEVERTHELESS, THERE ARE MANY THINGS WHICH, ACCORDING TO OUR LANGUAGE, WE ARE NOT ABLE TO WRITE. AND NOW I MAKE AN END OF MY SAYING, WHICH IS OF MYSELF, AND PROCEED TO GIVE MY ACCOUNT OF THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN BEFORE ME. I AM MORMON, AND A PURE DESCENDANT OF LEHI. I HAVE REASON TO BLESS MY GOD AND MY SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, THAT HE BROUGHT OUR FATHERS OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, (AND NO ONE KNEW IT SAVE IT WERE HIMSELF AND THOSE WHOM HE BROUGHT OUT OF THAT LAND) AND THAT HE HATH GIVEN ME AND MY PEOPLE SO MUCH KNOWLEDGE UNTO THE SALVATION OF OUR SOULS. SURELY, HE HATH BLESSED THE HOUSE OF JACOB, AND HATH BEEN MERCIFUL UNTO THE SEED OF JOSEPH. AND INSOMUCH AS THE CHILDREN OF LEHI HAVE KEPT HIS COMMANDMENTS, HE HATH BLESSED THEM AND PROSPERED THEM ACCORDING TO HIS WORD. YEA, AND SURELY SHALL HE AGAIN BRING A REMNANT OF THE SEED OF JOSEPH TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND AS SURELY AS THE LORD LIVETH, WILL HE GATHER IN FROM THE FOUR QUARTERS OF THE EARTH ALL THE REMNANT OF THE SEED OF JACOB, WHO ARE SCATTERED ABROAD UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH. AND AS HE HATH COVENANTED WITH ALL THE HOUSE OF JACOB, EVEN SO SHALL THE COVENANT WHEREWITH HE HATH COVENANTED WITH THE HOUSE OF JACOB BE FULFILLED IN HIS OWN DUE TIME, UNTO THE RESTORING ALL THE HOUSE OF JACOB UNTO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE COVENANT THAT HE HATH COVENANTED WITH THEM. AND THEN SHALL THEY KNOW THEIR REDEEMER, WHO IS JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD; AND THEN SHALL THEY BE GATHERED IN FROM THE FOUR QUARTERS OF THE EARTH UNTO THEIR OWN LANDS, FROM WHENCE THEY HAVE BEEN DISPERSED; YEA, AS THE LORD LIVETH SO SHALL IT BE. AMEN.
3 NEPHI 3
AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES DID ALL RETURN TO THEIR OWN LANDS IN THE TWENTY AND SIXTH YEAR, EVERY MAN, WITH HIS FAMILY, HIS FLOCKS AND HIS HERDS, HIS HORSES AND HIS CATTLE, AND ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER DID BELONG UNTO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY HAD NOT EATEN UP ALL THEIR PROVISIONS; THEREFORE THEY DID TAKE WITH THEM ALL THAT THEY HAD NOT DEVOURED, OF ALL THEIR GRAIN OF EVERY KIND, AND THEIR GOLD, AND THEIR SILVER, AND ALL THEIR PRECIOUS THINGS, AND THEY DID RETURN TO THEIR OWN LANDS AND THEIR POSSESSIONS, BOTH ON THE NORTH AND ON THE SOUTH, BOTH ON THE LAND NORTHWARD AND ON THE LAND SOUTHWARD. AND THEY GRANTED UNTO THOSE ROBBERS WHO HAD ENTERED INTO A COVENANT TO KEEP THE PEACE OF THE LAND, WHO WERE DESIROUS TO REMAIN LAMANITES, LANDS, ACCORDING TO THEIR NUMBERS, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE, WITH THEIR LABORS, WHEREWITH TO SUBSIST UPON; AND THUS, THEY DID ESTABLISH PEACE IN ALL THE LAND. AND THEY BEGAN AGAIN TO PROSPER AND TO WAX GREAT; AND THE TWENTY AND SIXTH AND SEVENTH YEARS PASSED AWAY, AND THERE WAS GREAT ORDER IN THE LAND; AND THEY HAD FORMED THEIR LAWS ACCORDING TO EQUITY AND JUSTICE. AND NOW THERE WAS NOTHING IN ALL THE LAND TO HINDER THE PEOPLE FROM PROSPERING CONTINUALLY, EXCEPT THEY SHOULD FALL INTO TRANSGRESSION. AND NOW IT WAS GIDGIDDONI, AND THE JUDGE, LACHONEUS, AND THOSE WHO HAD BEEN APPOINTED LEADERS, WHO HAD ESTABLISHED THIS GREAT PEACE IN THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE MANY CITIES BUILT ANEW, AND THERE WERE MANY OLD CITIES REPAIRED. AND THERE WERE MANY HIGHWAYS CAST UP, AND MANY ROADS MADE, WHICH LED FROM CITY TO CITY, AND FROM LAND TO LAND, AND FROM PLACE TO PLACE. AND THUS, PASSED AWAY THE TWENTY AND EIGHTH YEAR, AND THE PEOPLE HAD CONTINUAL PEACE. BUT IT CAME TO PASS IN THE TWENTY AND NINTH YEAR THERE BEGAN TO BE SOME DISPUTINGS AMONG THE PEOPLE; AND SOME WERE LIFTED UP UNTO PRIDE AND BOASTINGS BECAUSE OF THEIR EXCEEDINGLY GREAT RICHES, YEA, EVEN UNTO GREAT PERSECUTIONS; FOR THERE WERE MANY MERCHANTS IN THE LAND, AND ALSO MANY LAWYERS, AND MANY OFFICERS. AND THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO BE DISTINGUISHED BY RANKS, ACCORDING TO THEIR RICHES AND THEIR CHANCES FOR LEARNING; YEA, SOME WERE IGNORANT BECAUSE OF THEIR POVERTY, AND OTHERS DID RECEIVE GREAT LEARNING BECAUSE OF THEIR RICHES. SOME WERE LIFTED UP IN PRIDE, AND OTHERS WERE EXCEEDINGLY HUMBLE; SOME DID RETURN RAILING FOR RAILING, WHILE OTHERS WOULD RECEIVE RAILING AND PERSECUTION AND ALL MANNER OF AFFLICTIONS, AND WOULD NOT TURN AND REVILE AGAIN, BUT WERE HUMBLE AND PENITENT BEFORE GOD. AND THUS THERE BECAME A GREAT INEQUALITY IN ALL THE LAND, INSOMUCH THAT THE CHURCH BEGAN TO BE BROKEN UP; YEA, INSOMUCH THAT IN THE THIRTIETH YEAR THE CHURCH WAS BROKEN UP IN ALL THE LAND SAVE IT WERE AMONG A FEW OF THE LAMANITES WHO WERE CONVERTED UNTO THE TRUE FAITH; AND THEY WOULD NOT DEPART FROM IT, FOR THEY WERE FIRM, AND STEADFAST, AND IMMOVABLE, WILLING WITH ALL DILIGENCE TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD. NOW THE CAUSE OF THIS INIQUITY OF THE PEOPLE WAS THIS—SATAN HAD GREAT POWER, UNTO THE STIRRING UP OF THE PEOPLE TO DO ALL MANNER OF INIQUITY, AND TO THE PUFFING THEM UP WITH PRIDE, TEMPTING THEM TO SEEK FOR POWER, AND AUTHORITY, AND RICHES, AND THE VAIN THINGS OF THE WORLD. AND THUS, SATAN DID LEAD AWAY THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE TO DO ALL MANNER OF INIQUITY; THEREFORE, THEY HAD ENJOYED PEACE BUT A FEW YEARS. AND THUS, IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE THIRTIETH YEAR—THE PEOPLE HAVING BEEN DELIVERED UP FOR THE SPACE OF A LONG TIME TO BE CARRIED ABOUT BY THE TEMPTATIONS OF THE DEVIL WHITHERSOEVER HE DESIRED TO CARRY THEM, AND TO DO WHATSOEVER INIQUITY HE DESIRED THEY SHOULD—AND THUS IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THIS, THE THIRTIETH YEAR, THEY WERE IN A STATE OF AWFUL WICKEDNESS. NOW THEY DID NOT SIN IGNORANTLY, FOR THEY KNEW THE WILL OF GOD CONCERNING THEM, FOR IT HAD BEEN TAUGHT UNTO THEM; THEREFORE, THEY DID WILFULLY REBEL AGAINST GOD. AND NOW IT WAS IN THE DAYS OF LACHONEUS, THE SON OF LACHONEUS, FOR LACHONEUS DID FILL THE SEAT OF HIS FATHER AND DID GOVERN THE PEOPLE THAT YEAR. AND THERE BEGAN TO BE MEN INSPIRED FROM HEAVEN AND SENT FORTH, STANDING AMONG THE PEOPLE IN ALL THE LAND, PREACHING AND TESTIFYING BOLDLY OF THE SINS AND INIQUITIES OF THE PEOPLE, AND TESTIFYING UNTO THEM CONCERNING THE REDEMPTION WHICH THE LORD WOULD MAKE FOR HIS PEOPLE, OR IN OTHER WORDS, THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST; AND THEY DID TESTIFY BOLDLY OF HIS DEATH AND SUFFERINGS. NOW THERE WERE MANY OF THE PEOPLE WHO WERE EXCEEDINGLY ANGRY BECAUSE OF THOSE WHO TESTIFIED OF THESE THINGS; AND THOSE WHO WERE ANGRY WERE CHIEFLY THE CHIEF JUDGES, AND THEY WHO HAD BEEN HIGH PRIESTS AND LAWYERS; YEA, ALL THOSE WHO WERE LAWYERS WERE ANGRY WITH THOSE WHO TESTIFIED OF THESE THINGS. NOW THERE WAS NO LAWYER NOR JUDGE NOR HIGH PRIEST THAT COULD HAVE POWER TO CONDEMN ANY ONE TO DEATH SAVE THEIR CONDEMNATION WAS SIGNED BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE LAND. NOW THERE WERE MANY OF THOSE WHO TESTIFIED OF THE THINGS PERTAINING TO CHRIST WHO TESTIFIED BOLDLY, WHO WERE TAKEN AND PUT TO DEATH SECRETLY BY THE JUDGES, THAT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR DEATH CAME NOT UNTO THE GOVERNOR OF THE LAND UNTIL AFTER THEIR DEATH. NOW BEHOLD, THIS WAS CONTRARY TO THE LAWS OF THE LAND, THAT ANY MAN SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH EXCEPT THEY HAD POWER FROM THE GOVERNOR OF THE LAND—THEREFORE A COMPLAINT CAME UP UNTO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA, TO THE GOVERNOR OF THE LAND, AGAINST THESE JUDGES WHO HAD CONDEMNED THE PROPHETS OF THE LORD UNTO DEATH, NOT ACCORDING TO THE LAW. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE TAKEN AND BROUGHT UP BEFORE THE JUDGE, TO BE JUDGED OF THE CRIME WHICH THEY HAD DONE, ACCORDING TO THE LAW WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN BY THE PEOPLE. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THOSE JUDGES HAD MANY FRIENDS AND KINDREDS; AND THE REMAINDER, YEA, EVEN ALMOST ALL THE LAWYERS AND THE HIGH PRIESTS, DID GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND UNITE WITH THE KINDREDS OF THOSE JUDGES WHO WERE TO BE TRIED ACCORDING TO THE LAW. AND THEY DID ENTER INTO A COVENANT ONE WITH ANOTHER, YEA, EVEN INTO THAT COVENANT WHICH WAS GIVEN BY THEM OF OLD, WHICH COVENANT WAS GIVEN AND ADMINISTERED BY THE DEVIL, TO COMBINE AGAINST ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS. THEREFORE, THEY DID COMBINE AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD, AND ENTER INTO A COVENANT TO DESTROY THEM, AND TO DELIVER THOSE WHO WERE GUILTY OF MURDER FROM THE GRASP OF JUSTICE, WHICH WAS ABOUT TO BE ADMINISTERED ACCORDING TO THE LAW. AND THEY DID SET AT DEFIANCE THE LAW AND THE RIGHTS OF THEIR COUNTRY; AND THEY DID COVENANT ONE WITH ANOTHER TO DESTROY THE GOVERNOR, AND TO ESTABLISH A KING OVER THE LAND, THAT THE LAND SHOULD NO MORE BE AT LIBERTY BUT SHOULD BE SUBJECT UNTO KINGS. NOW BEHOLD, I WILL SHOW UNTO YOU THAT THEY DID NOT ESTABLISH A KING OVER THE LAND; BUT IN THIS SAME YEAR, YEA, THE THIRTIETH YEAR, THEY DID DESTROY UPON THE JUDGMENT-SEAT, YEA, DID MURDER THE CHIEF JUDGE OF THE LAND. AND THE PEOPLE WERE DIVIDED ONE AGAINST ANOTHER; AND THEY DID SEPARATE ONE FROM ANOTHER INTO TRIBES, EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS FAMILY AND HIS KINDRED AND FRIENDS; AND THUS, THEY DID DESTROY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE LAND. AND EVERY TRIBE DID APPOINT A CHIEF OR A LEADER OVER THEM; AND THUS, THEY BECAME TRIBES AND LEADERS OF TRIBES. NOW BEHOLD, THERE WAS NO MAN AMONG THEM SAVE HE HAD MUCH FAMILY AND MANY KINDREDS AND FRIENDS; THEREFORE, THEIR TRIBES BECAME EXCEEDINGLY GREAT. NOW ALL THIS WAS DONE, AND THERE WERE NO WARS AS YET AMONG THEM; AND ALL THIS INIQUITY HAD COME UPON THE PEOPLE BECAUSE THEY DID YIELD THEMSELVES UNTO THE POWER OF SATAN. AND THE REGULATIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT WERE DESTROYED, BECAUSE OF THE SECRET COMBINATION OF THE FRIENDS AND KINDREDS OF THOSE WHO MURDERED THE PROPHETS. AND THEY DID CAUSE A GREAT CONTENTION IN THE LAND, INSOMUCH THAT THE MORE RIGHTEOUS PART OF THE PEOPLE HAD NEARLY ALL BECOME WICKED; YEA, THERE WERE BUT FEW RIGHTEOUS MEN AMONG THEM. AND THUS, SIX YEARS HAD NOT PASSED AWAY SINCE THE MORE PART OF THE PEOPLE HAD TURNED FROM THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS, LIKE THE DOG TO HIS VOMIT, OR LIKE THE SOW TO HER WALLOWING IN THE MIRE. NOW THIS SECRET COMBINATION, WHICH HAD BROUGHT SO GREAT INIQUITY UPON THE PEOPLE, DID GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND DID PLACE AT THEIR HEAD A MAN WHOM THEY DID CALL JACOB; AND THEY DID CALL HIM THEIR KING; THEREFORE, HE BECAME A KING OVER THIS WICKED BAND; AND HE WAS ONE OF THE CHIEFEST WHO HAD GIVEN HIS VOICE AGAINST THE PROPHETS WHO TESTIFIED OF JESUS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE NOT SO STRONG IN NUMBER AS THE TRIBES OF THE PEOPLE, WHO WERE UNITED TOGETHER SAVE IT WERE THEIR LEADERS DID ESTABLISH THEIR LAWS, EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO HIS TRIBE; NEVERTHELESS, THEY WERE ENEMIES; NOTWITHSTANDING THEY WERE NOT A RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE, YET THEY WERE UNITED IN THE HATRED OF THOSE WHO HAD ENTERED INTO A COVENANT TO DESTROY THE GOVERNMENT. THEREFORE, JACOB SEEING THAT THEIR ENEMIES WERE MORE NUMEROUS THAN THEY, HE BEING THE KING OF THE BAND, THEREFORE HE COMMANDED HIS PEOPLE THAT THEY SHOULD TAKE THEIR FLIGHT INTO THE NORTHERNMOST PART OF THE LAND, AND THERE BUILD UP UNTO THEMSELVES A KINGDOM, UNTIL THEY WERE JOINED BY DISSENTERS, (FOR HE FLATTERED THEM THAT THERE WOULD BE MANY DISSENTERS) AND THEY BECOME SUFFICIENTLY STRONG TO CONTEND WITH THE TRIBES OF THE PEOPLE; AND THEY DID SO. AND SO SPEEDY WAS THEIR MARCH THAT IT COULD NOT BE IMPEDED UNTIL THEY HAD GONE FORTH OUT OF THE REACH OF THE PEOPLE. AND THUS, ENDED THE THIRTIETH YEAR; AND THUS, WERE THE AFFAIRS OF THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE THIRTY AND FIRST YEAR THAT THEY WERE DIVIDED INTO TRIBES, EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS FAMILY, KINDRED AND FRIENDS; NEVERTHELESS, THEY HAD COME TO AN AGREEMENT THAT THEY WOULD NOT GO TO WAR ONE WITH ANOTHER; BUT THEY WERE NOT UNITED AS TO THEIR LAWS, AND HEIR MANNER OF GOVERNMENT, FOR THEY WERE ESTABLISHED ACCORDING TO THE MINDS OF THOSE WHO WERE THEIR CHIEFS AND THEIR LEADERS. BUT THEY DID ESTABLISH VERY STRICT LAWS THAT ONE TRIBE SHOULD NOT TRESPASS AGAINST ANOTHER, INSOMUCH THAT IN SOME DEGREE THEY HAD PEACE IN THE LAND; NEVERTHELESS, THEIR HEARTS WERE TURNED FROM THE LORD THEIR GOD, AND THEY DID STONE THE PROPHETS AND DID CAST THEM OUT FROM AMONG THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NEPHI—HAVING BEEN VISITED BY ANGELS AND ALSO THE VOICE OF THE LORD, THEREFORE HAVING SEEN ANGELS, AND BEING EYE-WITNESS, AND HAVING HAD POWER GIVEN UNTO HIM THAT HE MIGHT KNOW CONCERNING THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST, AND ALSO BEING EYE-WITNESS TO THEIR QUICK RETURN FROM RIGHTEOUSNESS UNTO THEIR WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS; THEREFORE, BEING GRIEVED FOR THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS AND THE BLINDNESS OF THEIR MINDS—WENT FORTH AMONG THEM IN THAT SAME YEAR, AND BEGAN TO TESTIFY, BOLDLY, REPENTANCE AND REMISSION OF SINS THROUGH FAITH ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. AND HE DID MINISTER MANY THINGS UNTO THEM; AND ALL OF THEM CANNOT BE WRITTEN, AND A PART OF THEM WOULD NOT SUFFICE, THEREFORE THEY ARE NOT WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK. AND NEPHI DID MINISTER WITH POWER AND WITH GREAT AUTHORITY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE ANGRY WITH HIM, EVEN BECAUSE HE HAD GREATER POWER THAN THEY, FOR IT WERE NOT POSSIBLE THAT THEY COULD DISBELIEVE HIS WORDS, FOR SO GREAT WAS HIS FAITH ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST THAT ANGELS DID MINISTER UNTO HIM DAILY. AND IN THE NAME OF JESUS DID HE CAST OUT DEVILS AND UNCLEAN SPIRITS; AND EVEN HIS BROTHER DID HE RAISE FROM THE DEAD, AFTER HE HAD BEEN STONED AND SUFFERED DEATH BY THE PEOPLE. AND THE PEOPLE SAW IT, AND DID WITNESS OF IT, AND WERE ANGRY WITH HIM BECAUSE OF HIS POWER; AND HE DID ALSO DO MANY MORE MIRACLES, IN THE SIGHT OF THE PEOPLE, IN THE NAME OF JESUS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE THIRTY AND FIRST YEAR DID PASS AWAY, AND THERE WERE BUT FEW WHO WERE CONVERTED UNTO THE LORD; BUT AS MANY AS WERE CONVERTED DID TRULY SIGNIFY UNTO THE PEOPLE THAT THEY HAD BEEN VISITED BY THE POWER AND SPIRIT OF GOD, WHICH WAS IN JESUS CHRIST, IN WHOM THEY BELIEVED. AND AS MANY AS HAD DEVILS CAST OUT FROM THEM, AND WERE HEALED OF THEIR SICKNESSES AND THEIR INFIRMITIES, DID TRULY MANIFEST UNTO THE PEOPLE THAT THEY HAD BEEN WROUGHT UPON BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, AND HAD BEEN HEALED; AND THEY DID SHOW FORTH SIGNS ALSO AND DID DO SOME MIRACLES AMONG THE PEOPLE. THUS, PASSED AWAY THE THIRTY AND SECOND YEAR ALSO. AND NEPHI DID CRY UNTO THE PEOPLE IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE THIRTY AND THIRD YEAR; AND HE DID PREACH UNTO THEM REPENTANCE AND REMISSION OF SINS. NOW I WOULD HAVE YOU TO REMEMBER ALSO, THAT THERE WERE NONE WHO WERE BROUGHT UNTO REPENTANCE WHO WERE NOT BAPTIZED WITH WATER. THEREFORE, THERE WERE ORDAINED OF NEPHI, MEN UNTO THIS MINISTRY, THAT ALL SUCH AS SHOULD COME UNTO THEM SHOULD BE BAPTIZED WITH WATER, AND THIS AS A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY BEFORE GOD, AND UNTO THE PEOPLE, THAT THEY HAD REPENTED AND RECEIVED A REMISSION OF THEIR SINS. AND THERE WERE MANY IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THIS YEAR THAT WERE BAPTIZED UNTO REPENTANCE; AND THUS, THE MORE PART OF THE YEAR DID PASS AWAY. 
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT ACCORDING TO OUR RECORD, AND WE KNOW OUR RECORD TO BE TRUE, FOR BEHOLD, IT WAS A JUST MAN WHO DID KEEP THE RECORD—FOR HE TRULY DID MANY MIRACLES IN THE NAME OF JESUS; AND THERE WAS NOT ANY MAN WHO COULD DO A MIRACLE IN THE NAME OF JESUS SAVE HE WERE CLEANSED EVERY WHIT FROM HIS INIQUITY—AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS, IF THERE WAS NO MISTAKE MADE BY THIS MAN IN THE RECKONING OF OUR TIME, THE THIRTY AND THIRD YEAR HAD PASSED AWAY; AND THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO LOOK WITH GREAT EARNESTNESS FOR THE SIGN WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN BY THE PROPHET SAMUEL, THE LAMANITE, YEA, FOR THE TIME THAT THERE SHOULD BE DARKNESS FOR THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS OVER THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND THERE BEGAN TO BE GREAT DOUBTINGS AND DISPUTATIONS AMONG THE PEOPLE, NOTWITHSTANDING SO MANY SIGNS HAD BEEN GIVEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE THIRTY AND FOURTH YEAR, IN THE FIRST MONTH, ON THE FOURTH DAY OF THE MONTH, THERE AROSE A GREAT STORM, SUCH A ONE AS NEVER HAD BEEN KNOWN IN ALL THE LAND. AND THERE WAS ALSO A GREAT AND TERRIBLE TEMPEST; AND THERE WAS TERRIBLE THUNDER, INSOMUCH THAT IT DID SHAKE THE WHOLE EARTH AS IF IT WAS ABOUT TO DIVIDE ASUNDER. AND THERE WERE EXCEEDINGLY SHARP LIGHTNINGS, SUCH AS NEVER HAD BEEN KNOWN IN ALL THE LAND. AND THE CITY OF ZARAHEMLA DID TAKE FIRE. AND THE CITY OF MORONI DID SINK INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA, AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF WERE DROWNED. AND THE EARTH WAS CARRIED UP UPON THE CITY OF MORONIHAH, THAT IN THE PLACE OF THE CITY THERE BECAME A GREAT MOUNTAIN. AND THERE WAS A GREAT AND TERRIBLE DESTRUCTION IN THE LAND SOUTHWARD. BUT BEHOLD, THERE WAS A MORE GREAT AND TERRIBLE DESTRUCTION IN THE LAND NORTHWARD; FOR BEHOLD, THE WHOLE FACE OF THE LAND WAS CHANGED, BECAUSE OF THE TEMPEST AND THE WHIRLWINDS, AND THE THUNDERINGS AND THE LIGHTNINGS, AND THE EXCEEDINGLY GREAT QUAKING OF THE WHOLE EARTH; AND THE HIGHWAYS WERE BROKEN UP, AND THE LEVEL ROADS WERE SPOILED, AND MANY SMOOTH PLACES BECAME ROUGH. AND MANY GREAT AND NOTABLE CITIES WERE SUNK, AND MANY WERE BURNED, AND MANY WERE SHAKEN TILL THE BUILDINGS THEREOF HAD FALLEN TO THE EARTH, AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF WERE SLAIN, AND THE PLACES WERE LEFT DESOLATE. AND THERE WERE SOME CITIES WHICH REMAINED; BUT THE DAMAGE THEREOF WAS EXCEEDINGLY GREAT, AND THERE WERE MANY IN THEM WHO WERE SLAIN. AND THERE WERE SOME WHO WERE CARRIED AWAY IN THE WHIRLWIND; AND WHITHER THEY WENT NO MAN KNOWETH, SAVE THEY KNOW THAT THEY WERE CARRIED AWAY. AND THUS, THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH BECAME DEFORMED, BECAUSE OF THE TEMPESTS, AND THE THUNDERINGS, AND THE LIGHTNINGS, AND THE QUAKING OF THE EARTH. AND BEHOLD, THE ROCKS WERE RENT IN TWAIN; THEY WERE BROKEN UP UPON THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE FOUND IN BROKEN FRAGMENTS, AND IN SEAMS AND IN CRACKS, UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE THUNDERINGS, AND THE LIGHTNINGS, AND THE STORM, AND THE TEMPEST, AND THE QUAKINGS OF THE EARTH DID CEASE—FOR BEHOLD, THEY DID LAST FOR ABOUT THE SPACE OF THREE HOURS; AND IT WAS SAID BY SOME THAT THE TIME WAS GREATER; NEVERTHELESS, ALL THESE GREAT AND TERRIBLE THINGS WERE DONE IN ABOUT THE SPACE OF THREE HOURS— AND THEN BEHOLD, THERE WAS DARKNESS UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WAS THICK DARKNESS UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND, INSOMUCH THAT THE INHABITANTS THEREOF WHO HAD NOT FALLEN COULD FEEL THE VAPOR OF DARKNESS; AND THERE COULD BE NO LIGHT, BECAUSE OF THE DARKNESS, NEITHER CANDLES, NEITHER TORCHES; NEITHER COULD THERE BE FIRE KINDLED WITH THEIR FINE AND EXCEEDINGLY DRY WOOD, SO THAT THERE COULD NOT BE ANY LIGHT AT ALL; AND THERE WAS NOT ANY LIGHT SEEN, NEITHER FIRE, NOR GLIMMER, NEITHER THE SUN, NOR THE MOON, NOR THE STARS, FOR SO GREAT WERE THE MISTS OF DARKNESS WHICH WERE UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IT DID LAST FOR THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS THAT THERE WAS NO LIGHT SEEN; AND THERE WAS GREAT MOURNING AND HOWLING AND WEEPING AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE CONTINUALLY; YEA, GREAT WERE THE GROANINGS OF THE PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF THE DARKNESS AND THE GREAT DESTRUCTION WHICH HAD COME UPON THEM. AND IN ONE PLACE THEY WERE HEARD TO CRY, SAYING: O THAT WE HAD REPENTED BEFORE THIS GREAT AND TERRIBLE DAY, AND THEN WOULD OUR BRETHREN HAVE BEEN SPARED, AND THEY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN BURNED IN THAT GREAT CITY ZARAHEMLA. AND IN ANOTHER PLACE, THEY WERE HEARD TO CRY AND MOURN, SAYING: O THAT WE HAD REPENTED BEFORE THIS GREAT AND TERRIBLE DAY, AND HAD NOT KILLED AND STONED THE PROPHETS, AND CAST THEM OUT; THEN WOULD OUR MOTHERS AND OUR FAIR DAUGHTERS, AND OUR CHILDREN HAVE BEEN SPARED, AND NOT HAVE BEEN BURIED UP IN THAT GREAT CITY MORONIHAH. AND THUS, WERE THE HOWLINGS OF THE PEOPLE GREAT AND TERRIBLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WAS A VOICE HEARD AMONG ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH, UPON ALL THE FACE OF THIS LAND, CRYING: WO, WO, WO UNTO THIS PEOPLE; WO UNTO THE INHABITANTS OF THE WHOLE EARTH EXCEPT THEY SHALL REPENT; FOR THE DEVIL LAUGHETH, AND HIS ANGELS REJOICE, BECAUSE OF THE SLAIN OF THE FAIR SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF MY PEOPLE; AND IT IS BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITY AND ABOMINATIONS THAT THEY ARE FALLEN! BEHOLD, THAT GREAT CITY ZARAHEMLA HAVE I BURNED WITH FIRE, AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF. AND BEHOLD, THAT GREAT CITY MORONI HAVE I CAUSED TO BE SUNK IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA, AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF TO BE DROWNED. AND BEHOLD, THAT GREAT CITY MORONIHAH HAVE I COVERED WITH EARTH, AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF, TO HIDE THEIR INIQUITIES AND THEIR ABOMINATIONS FROM BEFORE MY FACE, THAT THE BLOOD OF THE PROPHETS AND THE SAINTS SHALL NOT COME ANY MORE UNTO ME AGAINST THEM. AND BEHOLD, THE CITY OF GILGAL HAVE I CAUSED TO BE SUNK, AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF TO BE BURIED UP IN THE DEPTHS OF THE EARTH; YEA, AND THE CITY OF ONIHAH AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF, AND THE CITY OF MOCUM AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF, AND THE CITY OF JERUSALEM AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF; AND WATERS HAVE I CAUSED TO COME UP IN THE STEAD THEREOF, TO HIDE THEIR WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS FROM BEFORE MY FACE, THAT THE BLOOD OF THE PROPHETS AND THE SAINTS SHALL NOT COME UP ANY MORE UNTO ME AGAINST THEM. AND BEHOLD, THE CITY OF GADIANDI, AND THE CITY OF GADIOMNAH, AND THE CITY OF JACOB, AND THE CITY OF GIMGIMNO, ALL THESE HAVE I CAUSED TO BE SUNK, AND MADE HILLS AND VALLEYS IN THE PLACES THEREOF; AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF HAVE I BURIED UP IN THE DEPTHS OF THE EARTH, TO HIDE THEIR WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS FROM BEFORE MY FACE, THAT THE BLOOD OF THE PROPHETS AND THE SAINTS SHOULD NOT COME UP ANY MORE UNTO ME AGAINST THEM. AND BEHOLD, THAT GREAT CITY JACOBUGATH, WHICH WAS INHABITED BY THE PEOPLE OF KING JACOB, HAVE I CAUSED TO BE BURNED WITH FIRE BECAUSE OF THEIR SINS AND THEIR WICKEDNESS, WHICH WAS ABOVE ALL THE WICKEDNESS OF THE WHOLE EARTH, BECAUSE OF THEIR SECRET MURDERS AND COMBINATIONS; FOR IT WAS THEY THAT DID DESTROY THE PEACE OF MY PEOPLE AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE LAND; THEREFORE I DID CAUSE THEM TO BE BURNED, TO DESTROY THEM FROM BEFORE MY FACE, THAT THE BLOOD OF THE PROPHETS AND THE SAINTS SHOULD NOT COME UP UNTO ME ANY MORE AGAINST THEM. AND BEHOLD, THE CITY OF LAMAN, AND THE CITY OF JOSH, AND THE CITY OF GAD, AND THE CITY OF KISHKUMEN, HAVE I CAUSED TO BE BURNED WITH FIRE, AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF, BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS IN CASTING OUT THE PROPHETS, AND STONING THOSE WHOM I DID SEND TO DECLARE UNTO THEM CONCERNING THEIR WICKEDNESS AND THEIR ABOMINATIONS. AND BECAUSE THEY DID CAST THEM ALL OUT, THAT THERE WERE NONE RIGHTEOUS AMONG THEM, I DID SEND DOWN FIRE AND DESTROY THEM, THAT THEIR WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS MIGHT BE HID FROM BEFORE MY FACE, THAT THE BLOOD OF THE PROPHETS AND THE SAINTS WHOM I SENT AMONG THEM MIGHT NOT CRY UNTO ME FROM THE GROUND AGAINST THEM. AND MANY GREAT DESTRUCTIONS HAVE I CAUSED TO COME UPON THIS LAND, AND UPON THIS PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS AND THEIR ABOMINATIONS. O ALL YE THAT ARE SPARED BECAUSE YE WERE MORE RIGHTEOUS THAN THEY, WILL YE NOT NOW RETURN UNTO ME, AND REPENT OF YOUR SINS, AND BE CONVERTED, THAT I MAY HEAL YOU? YEA, VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, IF YE WILL COME UNTO ME YE SHALL HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. BEHOLD, MINE ARM OF MERCY IS EXTENDED TOWARDS YOU, AND WHOSOEVER WILL COME, HIM WILL I RECEIVE; AND BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO COME UNTO ME. BEHOLD, I AM JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD. I CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, AND ALL THINGS THAT IN THEM ARE. I WAS WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] FROM THE BEGINNING. I AM IN THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN ME; AND IN ME HATH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] GLORIFIED HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. I CAME UNTO MY OWN, AND MY OWN RECEIVED ME NOT. AND THE SCRIPTURES CONCERNING MY COMING ARE FULFILLED. AND AS MANY AS HAVE RECEIVED ME, TO THEM HAVE I GIVEN TO BECOME THE SONS OF GOD; AND EVEN SO WILL I TO AS MANY AS SHALL BELIEVE ON MY NAME, FOR BEHOLD, BY ME REDEMPTION COMETH, AND IN ME IS THE LAW OF MOSES FULFILLED. I AM THE LIGHT AND THE LIFE OF THE WORLD. I AM ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND THE END. AND YE SHALL OFFER UP UNTO ME NO MORE THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD; YEA, YOUR SACRIFICES AND YOUR BURNT OFFERINGS SHALL BE DONE AWAY, FOR I WILL ACCEPT NONE OF YOUR SACRIFICES AND YOUR BURNT OFFERINGS. AND YE SHALL OFFER FOR A SACRIFICE UNTO ME A BROKEN HEART AND A CONTRITE SPIRIT. AND WHOSO COMETH UNTO ME WITH A BROKEN HEART AND A CONTRITE SPIRIT, HIM WILL I BAPTIZE WITH FIRE AND WITH THE HOLY GHOST, EVEN AS THE LAMANITES, BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH IN ME AT THE TIME OF THEIR CONVERSION, WERE BAPTIZED WITH FIRE AND WITH THE HOLY GHOST, AND THEY KNEW IT NOT. BEHOLD, I HAVE COME UNTO THE WORLD TO BRING REDEMPTION UNTO THE WORLD, TO SAVE THE WORLD FROM SIN. THEREFORE, WHOSO REPENTETH AND COMETH UNTO ME AS A LITTLE CHILD, HIM WILL I RECEIVE, FOR OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD. BEHOLD, FOR SUCH I HAVE LAID DOWN MY LIFE, AND HAVE TAKEN IT UP AGAIN; THEREFORE REPENT, AND COME UNTO ME YE ENDS OF THE EARTH, AND BE SAVED. AND NOW BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND DID HEAR THESE SAYINGS, AND DID WITNESS OF IT. AND AFTER THESE SAYINGS THERE WAS SILENCE IN THE LAND FOR THE SPACE OF MANY HOURS; FOR SO GREAT WAS THE ASTONISHMENT OF THE PEOPLE THAT THEY DID CEASE LAMENTING AND HOWLING FOR THE LOSS OF THEIR KINDRED WHICH HAD BEEN SLAIN; THEREFORE, THERE WAS SILENCE IN ALL THE LAND FOR THE SPACE OF MANY HOURS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE CAME A VOICE AGAIN UNTO THE PEOPLE, AND ALL THE PEOPLE DID HEAR, AND DID WITNESS OF IT, SAYING: O YE PEOPLE OF THESE GREAT CITIES WHICH HAVE FALLEN, WHO ARE DESCENDANTS OF JACOB, YEA, WHO ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, HOW OFT HAVE I GATHERED YOU AS A HEN GATHERETH HER CHICKENS UNDER HER WINGS, AND HAVE NOURISHED YOU. AND AGAIN, HOW OFT WOULD I HAVE GATHERED YOU AS A HEN GATHERETH HER CHICKENS UNDER HER WINGS, YEA, O YE PEOPLE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, WHO HAVE FALLEN; YEA, O YE PEOPLE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, YE THAT DWELL AT JERUSALEM, AS YE THAT HAVE FALLEN; YEA, HOW OFT WOULD I HAVE GATHERED YOU AS A HEN GATHERETH HER CHICKENS, AND YE WOULD NOT. O YE HOUSE OF ISRAEL WHOM I HAVE SPARED, HOW OFT WILL I GATHER YOU AS A HEN GATHERETH HER CHICKENS UNDER HER WINGS, IF YE WILL REPENT AND RETURN UNTO ME WITH FULL PURPOSE OF HEART. BUT IF NOT, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL, THE PLACES OF YOUR DWELLINGS SHALL BECOME DESOLATE UNTIL THE TIME OF THE FULFILLING OF THE COVENANT TO YOUR FATHERS. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THE PEOPLE HAD HEARD THESE WORDS, BEHOLD, THEY BEGAN TO WEEP AND HOWL AGAIN BECAUSE OF THE LOSS OF THEIR KINDRED AND FRIENDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THUS DID THE THREE DAYS PASS AWAY. AND IT WAS IN THE MORNING, AND THE DARKNESS DISPERSED FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE LAND, AND THE EARTH DID CEASE TO TREMBLE, AND THE ROCKS DID CEASE TO REND, AND THE DREADFUL GROANINGS DID CEASE, AND ALL THE TUMULTUOUS NOISES DID PASS AWAY. AND THE EARTH DID CLEAVE TOGETHER AGAIN, THAT IT STOOD; AND THE MOURNING, AND THE WEEPING, AND THE WAILING OF THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SPARED ALIVE DID CEASE; AND THEIR MOURNING WAS TURNED INTO JOY, AND THEIR LAMENTATIONS INTO THE PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING UNTO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, THEIR REDEEMER. AND THUS FAR WERE THE SCRIPTURES FULFILLED WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY THE PROPHETS. AND IT WAS THE MORE RIGHTEOUS PART OF THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SAVED, AND IT WAS THEY WHO RECEIVED THE PROPHETS AND STONED THEM NOT; AND IT WAS THEY WHO HAD NOT SHED THE BLOOD OF THE SAINTS, WHO WERE SPARED— AND THEY WERE SPARED AND WERE NOT SUNK AND BURIED UP IN THE EARTH; AND THEY WERE NOT DROWNED IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA; AND THEY WERE NOT BURNED BY FIRE, NEITHER WERE THEY FALLEN UPON AND CRUSHED TO DEATH; AND THEY WERE NOT CARRIED AWAY IN THE WHIRLWIND; NEITHER WERE THEY OVERPOWERED BY THE VAPOR OF SMOKE AND OF DARKNESS. AND NOW, WHOSO READETH, LET HIM UNDERSTAND; HE THAT HATH THE SCRIPTURES, LET HIM SEARCH THEM, AND SEE AND BEHOLD IF ALL THESE DEATHS AND DESTRUCTIONS BY FIRE, AND BY SMOKE, AND BY TEMPESTS, AND BY WHIRLWINDS, AND BY THE OPENING OF THE EARTH TO RECEIVE THEM, AND ALL THESE THINGS ARE NOT UNTO THE FULFILLING OF THE PROPHECIES OF MANY OF THE HOLY PROPHETS. BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, YEA, MANY HAVE TESTIFIED OF THESE THINGS AT THE COMING OF CHRIST, AND WERE SLAIN BECAUSE THEY TESTIFIED OF THESE THINGS. YEA, THE PROPHET ZENOS DID TESTIFY OF THESE THINGS, AND ALSO ZENOCK SPAKE CONCERNING THESE THINGS, BECAUSE THEY TESTIFIED PARTICULARLY CONCERNING US, WHO ARE THE REMNANT OF THEIR SEED. BEHOLD, OUR FATHER JACOB ALSO TESTIFIED CONCERNING A REMNANT OF THE SEED OF JOSEPH. AND BEHOLD, ARE NOT WE A REMNANT OF THE SEED OF JOSEPH? AND THESE THINGS WHICH TESTIFY OF US, ARE THEY NOT WRITTEN UPON THE PLATES OF BRASS WHICH OUR FATHER LEHI BROUGHT OUT OF JERUSALEM? AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE ENDING OF THE THIRTY AND FOURTH YEAR, BEHOLD, I WILL SHOW UNTO YOU THAT THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI WHO WERE SPARED, AND ALSO THOSE WHO HAD BEEN CALLED LAMANITES, WHO HAD BEEN SPARED, DID HAVE GREAT FAVORS SHOWN UNTO THEM, AND GREAT BLESSINGS POURED OUT UPON THEIR HEADS, INSOMUCH THAT SOON AFTER THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST INTO HEAVEN HE DID TRULY MANIFEST HIMSELF UNTO THEM—SHOWING HIS BODY UNTO THEM, AND MINISTERING UNTO THEM; AND AN ACCOUNT OF HIS MINISTRY SHALL BE GIVEN HEREAFTER. THEREFORE, FOR THIS TIME I MAKE AN END OF MY SAYINGS. JESUS CHRIST DID SHOW HIMSELF UNTO THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, AS THE MULTITUDE WERE GATHERED TOGETHER IN THE LAND BOUNTIFUL, AND DID MINISTER UNTO THEM; AND ON THIS WISE DID HE SHOW HIMSELF UNTO THEM. 
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE A GREAT MULTITUDE GATHERED TOGETHER, OF THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, ROUND ABOUT THE TEMPLE WHICH WAS IN THE LAND BOUNTIFUL; AND THEY WERE MARVELING AND WONDERING ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND WERE SHOWING ONE TO ANOTHER THE GREAT AND MARVELOUS CHANGE WHICH HAD TAKEN PLACE. AND THEY WERE ALSO CONVERSING ABOUT THIS JESUS CHRIST, OF WHOM THE SIGN HAD BEEN GIVEN CONCERNING HIS DEATH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHILE THEY WERE THUS CONVERSING ONE WITH ANOTHER, THEY HEARD A VOICE AS IF IT CAME OUT OF HEAVEN; AND THEY CAST THEIR EYES ROUND ABOUT, FOR THEY UNDERSTOOD NOT THE VOICE WHICH THEY HEARD; AND IT WAS NOT A HARSH VOICE, NEITHER WAS IT A LOUD VOICE; NEVERTHELESS, AND NOTWITHSTANDING IT BEING A SMALL VOICE IT DID PIERCE THEM THAT DID HEAR TO THE CENTER, INSOMUCH THAT THERE WAS NO PART OF THEIR FRAME THAT IT DID NOT CAUSE TO QUAKE; YEA, IT DID PIERCE THEM TO THE VERY SOUL, AND DID CAUSE THEIR HEARTS TO BURN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AGAIN THEY HEARD THE VOICE, AND THEY UNDERSTOOD IT NOT. AND AGAIN, THE THIRD TIME THEY DID HEAR THE VOICE, AND DID OPEN THEIR EARS TO HEAR IT; AND THEIR EYES WERE TOWARDS THE SOUND THEREOF; AND THEY DID LOOK STEADFASTLY TOWARDS HEAVEN, FROM WHENCE THE SOUND CAME. AND BEHOLD, THE THIRD TIME THEY DID UNDERSTAND THE VOICE WHICH THEY HEARD; AND IT SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED, IN WHOM I HAVE GLORIFIED MY NAME—HEAR YE HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS, AS THEY UNDERSTOOD THEY CAST THEIR EYES UP AGAIN TOWARDS HEAVEN; AND BEHOLD, THEY SAW A MAN DESCENDING OUT OF HEAVEN; AND HE WAS CLOTHED IN A WHITE ROBE; AND HE CAME DOWN AND STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THEM; AND THE EYES OF THE WHOLE MULTITUDE WERE TURNED UPON HIM, AND THEY DURST NOT OPEN THEIR MOUTHS, EVEN ONE TO ANOTHER, AND WIST NOT WHAT IT MEANT, FOR THEY THOUGHT IT WAS AN ANGEL THAT HAD APPEARED UNTO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND AND SPAKE UNTO THE PEOPLE, SAYING: BEHOLD, I AM JESUS CHRIST, WHOM THE PROPHETS TESTIFIED SHALL COME INTO THE WORLD. AND BEHOLD, I AM THE LIGHT AND THE LIFE OF THE WORLD; AND I HAVE DRUNK OUT OF THAT BITTER CUP WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH GIVEN ME, AND HAVE GLORIFIED THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN TAKING UPON ME THE SINS OF THE WORLD, IN THE WHICH I HAVE SUFFERED THE WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN ALL THINGS FROM THE BEGINNING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS THE WHOLE MULTITUDE FELL TO THE EARTH; FOR THEY REMEMBERED THAT IT HAD BEEN PROPHESIED AMONG THEM THAT CHRIST SHOULD SHOW HIMSELF UNTO THEM AFTER HIS ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD SPAKE UNTO THEM SAYING: ARISE AND COME FORTH UNTO ME, THAT YE MAY THRUST YOUR HANDS INTO MY SIDE, AND ALSO THAT YE MAY FEEL THE PRINTS OF THE NAILS IN MY HANDS AND IN MY FEET, THAT YE MAY KNOW THAT I AM THE GOD OF ISRAEL, AND THE GOD OF THE WHOLE EARTH, AND HAVE BEEN SLAIN FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE MULTITUDE WENT FORTH, AND THRUST THEIR HANDS INTO HIS SIDE, AND DID FEEL THE PRINTS OF THE NAILS IN HIS HANDS AND IN HIS FEET; AND THIS THEY DID DO, GOING FORTH ONE BY ONE UNTIL THEY HAD ALL GONE FORTH, AND DID SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND DID FEEL WITH THEIR HANDS, AND DID KNOW OF A SURETY AND DID BEAR RECORD, THAT IT WAS HE, OF WHOM IT WAS WRITTEN BY THE PROPHETS, THAT SHOULD COME. AND WHEN THEY HAD ALL GONE FORTH AND HAD WITNESSED FOR THEMSELVES, THEY DID CRY OUT WITH ONE ACCORD, SAYING: HOSANNA! BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]! AND THEY DID FALL DOWN AT THE FEET OF JESUS, AND DID WORSHIP HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE SPAKE UNTO NEPHI (FOR NEPHI WAS AMONG THE MULTITUDE) AND HE COMMANDED HIM THAT HE SHOULD COME FORTH. AND NEPHI AROSE AND WENT FORTH, AND BOWED HIMSELF BEFORE THE LORD AND DID KISS HIS FEET. AND THE LORD COMMANDED HIM THAT HE SHOULD ARISE. AND HE AROSE AND STOOD BEFORE HIM. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO HIM: I GIVE UNTO YOU POWER THAT YE SHALL BAPTIZE THIS PEOPLE WHEN I AM AGAIN ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN. AND AGAIN, THE LORD CALLED OTHERS, AND SAID UNTO THEM LIKEWISE; AND HE GAVE UNTO THEM POWER TO BAPTIZE. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: ON THIS WISE SHALL YE BAPTIZE; AND THERE SHALL BE NO DISPUTATIONS AMONG YOU. VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT WHOSO REPENTETH OF HIS SINS THROUGH YOUR WORDS, AND DESIRETH TO BE BAPTIZED IN MY NAME, ON THIS WISE SHALL YE BAPTIZE THEM—BEHOLD, YE SHALL GO DOWN AND STAND IN THE WATER, AND IN MY NAME SHALL YE BAPTIZE THEM. AND NOW BEHOLD, THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH YE SHALL SAY, CALLING THEM BY NAME, SAYING: HAVING AUTHORITY GIVEN ME OF JESUS CHRIST, I BAPTIZE YOU IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND OF THE SON [ENOCH], AND OF THE HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24]. AMEN. AND THEN SHALL YE IMMERSE THEM IN THE WATER, AND COME FORTH AGAIN OUT OF THE WATER. AND AFTER THIS MANNER SHALL YE BAPTIZE IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; FOR BEHOLD, VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE SON [ENOCH], AND THE HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24] ARE ONE; AND I AM IN THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN ME, AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND I ARE ONE. AND ACCORDING AS I HAVE COMMANDED YOU THUS SHALL YE BAPTIZE. AND THERE SHALL BE NO DISPUTATIONS AMONG YOU, AS THERE HAVE HITHERTO BEEN; NEITHER SHALL THERE BE DISPUTATIONS AMONG YOU CONCERNING THE POINTS OF MY DOCTRINE, AS THERE HAVE HITHERTO BEEN. FOR VERILY, VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, HE THAT HATH THE SPIRIT OF CONTENTION IS NOT OF ME, BUT IS OF THE DEVIL, WHO IS THE FATHER OF CONTENTION, AND HE STIRRETH UP THE HEARTS OF MEN TO CONTEND WITH ANGER, ONE WITH ANOTHER. BEHOLD, THIS IS NOT MY DOCTRINE, TO STIR UP THE HEARTS OF MEN WITH ANGER, ONE AGAINST ANOTHER; BUT THIS IS MY DOCTRINE, THAT SUCH THINGS SHOULD BE DONE AWAY. BEHOLD, VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, I WILL DECLARE UNTO YOU MY DOCTRINE. AND THIS IS MY DOCTRINE, AND IT IS THE DOCTRINE WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH GIVEN UNTO ME; AND I BEAR [SEXLESS] RECORD OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] BEARETH RECORD OF ME, AND THE HOLY GHOST BEARETH RECORD OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND ME; AND I BEAR RECORD THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] COMMANDETH ALL MEN, EVERYWHERE, TO REPENT AND BELIEVE IN ME. AND WHOSO BELIEVETH IN ME, AND IS BAPTIZED, THE SAME SHALL BE SAVED; AND THEY ARE THEY WHO SHALL INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND WHOSO BELIEVETH NOT IN ME, AND IS NOT BAPTIZED, SHALL BE DAMNED. VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THIS IS MY DOCTRINE, AND I BEAR RECORD OF IT FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN]; AND WHOSO BELIEVETH IN ME BELIEVETH IN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ALSO; AND UNTO HIM WILL THE FATHER [STEPHEN] BEAR RECORD OF ME, FOR HE WILL VISIT HIM WITH FIRE AND WITH THE HOLY GHOST. AND THUS, WILL THE FATHER [STEPHEN] BEAR RECORD OF ME, AND THE HOLY GHOST WILL BEAR RECORD UNTO HIM OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND ME; FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND I, AND THE HOLY GHOST ARE ONE. AND AGAIN, I SAY UNTO YOU, YE MUST REPENT, AND BECOME AS A LITTLE CHILD, AND BE BAPTIZED IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], OR YE CAN IN NOWISE RECEIVE THESE THINGS. AND AGAIN, I SAY UNTO YOU, YE MUST REPENT, AND BE BAPTIZED IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND BECOME AS A LITTLE CHILD, OR YE CAN IN NOWISE INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD. VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THIS IS MY DOCTRINE, AND WHOSO BUILDETH UPON THIS BUILDETH UPON MY ROCK, AND THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST THEM. AND WHOSO SHALL DECLARE MORE OR LESS THAN THIS, AND ESTABLISH IT FOR MY DOCTRINE, THE SAME COMETH OF EVIL, AND IS NOT BUILT UPON MY ROCK; BUT HE BUILDETH UPON A SANDY FOUNDATION, AND THE GATES OF HELL STAND OPEN TO RECEIVE SUCH WHEN THE FLOODS COME AND THE WINDS BEAT UPON THEM. THEREFORE, GO FORTH UNTO THIS PEOPLE, AND DECLARE THE WORDS WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN, UNTO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS UNTO NEPHI, AND TO THOSE WHO HAD BEEN CALLED, (NOW THE NUMBER OF THEM WHO HAD BEEN CALLED, AND RECEIVED POWER AND AUTHORITY TO BAPTIZE, WAS TWELVE) AND BEHOLD, HE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND UNTO THE MULTITUDE, AND CRIED UNTO THEM, SAYING: BLESSED ARE YE IF YE SHALL GIVE HEED UNTO THE WORDS OF THESE TWELVE WHOM I HAVE CHOSEN FROM AMONG YOU TO MINISTER UNTO YOU, AND TO BE YOUR SERVANTS; AND UNTO THEM I HAVE GIVEN POWER THAT THEY MAY BAPTIZE YOU WITH WATER; AND AFTER THAT YE ARE BAPTIZED WITH WATER, BEHOLD, I WILL BAPTIZE YOU WITH FIRE AND WITH THE HOLY GHOST; THEREFORE BLESSED ARE YE IF YE SHALL BELIEVE IN ME AND BE BAPTIZED, AFTER THAT YE HAVE SEEN ME AND KNOW THAT I AM. AND AGAIN, MORE BLESSED ARE THEY WHO SHALL BELIEVE IN YOUR WORDS BECAUSE THAT YE SHALL TESTIFY THAT YE HAVE SEEN ME, AND THAT YE KNOW THAT I AM. YEA, BLESSED ARE THEY WHO SHALL BELIEVE IN YOUR WORDS, AND COME DOWN INTO THE DEPTHS OF HUMILITY AND BE BAPTIZED, FOR THEY SHALL BE VISITED WITH FIRE AND WITH THE HOLY GHOST, AND SHALL RECEIVE A REMISSION OF THEIR SINS. YEA, BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT WHO COME UNTO ME, FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. AND AGAIN, BLESSED ARE ALL THEY THAT MOURN, FOR THEY SHALL BE COMFORTED. AND BLESSED ARE THE MEEK, FOR THEY SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH. AND BLESSED ARE ALL THEY WHO DO HUNGER AND THIRST AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR THEY SHALL BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST. AND BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL, FOR THEY SHALL OBTAIN MERCY. AND BLESSED ARE ALL THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD. AND BLESSED ARE ALL THE PEACEMAKERS, FOR THEY SHALL BE CALLED THE CHILDREN OF GOD. AND BLESSED ARE ALL THEY WHO ARE PERSECUTED FOR MY NAME’S SAKE, FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. AND BLESSED ARE YE WHEN MEN SHALL REVILE YOU AND PERSECUTE, AND SHALL SAY ALL MANNER OF EVIL AGAINST YOU FALSELY, FOR MY SAKE; FOR YE SHALL HAVE GREAT JOY AND BE EXCEEDINGLY GLAD, FOR GREAT SHALL BE YOUR REWARD IN HEAVEN; FOR SO PERSECUTED THEY THE PROPHETS WHO WERE BEFORE YOU. VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, I GIVE UNTO YOU TO BE THE SALT OF THE EARTH; BUT IF THE SALT SHALL LOSE ITS SAVOR WHEREWITH SHALL THE EARTH BE SALTED? THE SALT SHALL BE THENCEFORTH GOOD FOR NOTHING, BUT TO BE CAST OUT AND TO BE TRODDEN UNDER FOOT OF MEN. VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, I GIVE UNTO YOU TO BE THE LIGHT OF THIS PEOPLE. A CITY THAT IS SET ON A HILL CANNOT BE HID. BEHOLD, DO MEN LIGHT A CANDLE AND PUT IT UNDER A BUSHEL? NAY, BUT ON A CANDLESTICK, AND IT GIVETH LIGHT TO ALL THAT ARE IN THE HOUSE; THEREFORE, LET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE BEFORE THIS PEOPLE, THAT THEY MAY SEE YOUR GOOD WORKS AND GLORIFY YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS IN HEAVEN. THINK NOT THAT I AM COME TO DESTROY THE LAW OR THE PROPHETS. I AM NOT COME TO DESTROY BUT TO FULFIL; FOR VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, ONE JOT NOR ONE TITTLE HATH NOT PASSED AWAY FROM THE LAW, BUT IN ME IT HATH ALL BEEN FULFILLED. AND BEHOLD, I HAVE GIVEN YOU THE LAW AND THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT YE SHALL BELIEVE IN ME, AND THAT YE SHALL REPENT OF YOUR SINS, AND COME UNTO ME WITH A BROKEN HEART AND A CONTRITE SPIRIT. BEHOLD, YE HAVE THE COMMANDMENTS BEFORE YOU, AND THE LAW IS FULFILLED. THEREFORE, COME UNTO ME AND BE YE SAVED; FOR VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT EXCEPT YE SHALL KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, WHICH I HAVE COMMANDED YOU AT THIS TIME, YE SHALL IN NO CASE ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. YE HAVE HEARD THAT IT HATH BEEN SAID BY THEM OF OLD TIME, AND IT IS ALSO WRITTEN BEFORE YOU, THAT THOU SHALT NOT KILL, AND WHOSOEVER SHALL KILL SHALL BE IN DANGER OF THE JUDGMENT OF GOD; BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT WHOSOEVER IS ANGRY WITH HIS BROTHER SHALL BE IN DANGER OF HIS JUDGMENT. AND WHOSOEVER SHALL SAY TO HIS BROTHER, RACA, SHALL BE IN DANGER OF THE COUNCIL; AND WHOSOEVER SHALL SAY, THOU, FOOL, SHALL BE IN DANGER OF HELL FIRE. THEREFORE, IF YE SHALL COME UNTO ME, OR SHALL DESIRE TO COME UNTO ME, AND REMEMBEREST THAT THY BROTHER HATH AUGHT AGAINST THEE—GO THY WAY UNTO THY BROTHER, AND FIRST BE RECONCILED TO THY BROTHER, AND THEN COME UNTO ME WITH FULL PURPOSE OF HEART, AND I WILL RECEIVE YOU. AGREE WITH THINE ADVERSARY QUICKLY WHILE THOU ART IN THE WAY WITH HIM, LEST AT ANY TIME HE SHALL GET THEE, AND THOU SHALT BE CAST INTO PRISON. VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO THEE, THOU SHALT BY NO MEANS COME OUT THENCE UNTIL THOU HAST PAID THE UTTERMOST SENINE. AND WHILE YE ARE IN PRISON CAN YE PAY EVEN ONE SENINE? VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY. BEHOLD, IT IS WRITTEN BY THEM OF OLD TIME, THAT THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY; BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT WHOSOEVER LOOKETH ON A WOMAN, TO LUST AFTER HER, HATH COMMITTED ADULTERY ALREADY IN HIS HEART. BEHOLD, I GIVE UNTO YOU A COMMANDMENT, THAT YE SUFFER NONE OF THESE THINGS TO ENTER INTO YOUR HEART; FOR IT IS BETTER THAT YE SHOULD DENY YOURSELVES OF THESE THINGS, WHEREIN YE WILL TAKE UP YOUR CROSS, THEN THAT YE SHOULD BE CAST INTO HELL. IT HATH BEEN WRITTEN, THAT WHOSOEVER SHALL PUT AWAY HIS WIFE, LET HIM GIVE HER A WRITING OF DIVORCEMENT. VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT WHOSOEVER SHALL PUT AWAY HIS WIFE, SAVING FOR THE CAUSE OF FORNICATION, CAUSETH HER TO COMMIT ADULTERY; AND WHOSO SHALL MARRY HER WHO IS DIVORCED COMMITTETH ADULTERY. AND AGAIN IT IS WRITTEN, THOU SHALT NOT FORSWEAR THYSELF, BUT SHALT PERFORM UNTO THE LORD THINE OATHS; BUT VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, SWEAR NOT AT ALL; NEITHER BY HEAVEN, FOR IT IS GOD’S THRONE; NOR BY THE EARTH, FOR IT IS HIS FOOTSTOOL; NEITHER SHALT THOU SWEAR BY THY HEAD, BECAUSE THOU CANST NOT MAKE ONE HAIR BLACK OR WHITE; BUT LET YOUR COMMUNICATION BE YEA, YEA; NAY, NAY; FOR WHATSOEVER COMETH OF MORE THAN THESE IS EVIL. AND BEHOLD, IT IS WRITTEN, AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH; BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT YE SHALL NOT RESIST EVIL, BUT WHOSOEVER SHALL SMITE THEE ON THY RIGHT CHEEK, TURN TO HIM THE OTHER ALSO; AND IF ANY MAN WILL SUE THEE AT THE LAW AND TAKE AWAY THY COAT, LET HIM HAVE THY CLOAK ALSO; AND WHOSOEVER SHALL COMPEL THEE TO GO A MILE, GO WITH HIM TWAIN. GIVE TO HIM THAT ASKETH THEE, AND FROM HIM THAT WOULD BORROW OF THEE TURN THOU NOT AWAY. AND BEHOLD IT IS WRITTEN ALSO, THAT THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AND HATE THINE ENEMY; BUT BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, BLESS THEM THAT CURSE YOU, DO GOOD TO THEM THAT HATE YOU, AND PRAY FOR THEM WHO DESPITEFULLY USE YOU AND PERSECUTE YOU; THAT YE MAY BE THE CHILDREN OF YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS IN HEAVEN; FOR HE MAKETH HIS SUN TO RISE ON THE EVIL AND ON THE GOOD. THEREFORE, THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE OF OLD TIME, WHICH WERE UNDER THE LAW, IN ME ARE ALL FULFILLED. OLD THINGS ARE DONE AWAY, AND ALL THINGS HAVE BECOME NEW. THEREFORE, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD BE PERFECT EVEN AS I, OR YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS IN HEAVEN IS PERFECT. VERILY, VERILY, I SAY THAT I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD DO ALMS UNTO THE POOR; BUT TAKE HEED THAT YE DO NOT YOUR ALMS BEFORE MEN TO BE SEEN OF THEM; OTHERWISE YE HAVE NO REWARD OF YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS IN HEAVEN. THEREFORE, WHEN YE SHALL DO YOUR ALMS DO NOT SOUND A TRUMPET BEFORE YOU, AS WILL HYPOCRITES DO IN THE SYNAGOGUES AND IN THE STREETS, THAT THEY MAY HAVE GLORY OF MEN. VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THEY HAVE THEIR REWARD. BUT WHEN THOU DOEST ALMS LET NOT THY LEFT HAND KNOW WHAT THY RIGHT HAND DOETH; THAT THINE ALMS MAY BE IN SECRET; AND THY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SEETH IN SECRET, HIMSELF SHALL REWARD THEE OPENLY. AND WHEN THOU PRAYEST THOU SHALT NOT DO AS THE HYPOCRITES, FOR THEY LOVE TO PRAY, STANDING IN THE SYNAGOGUES AND IN THE CORNERS OF THE STREETS, THAT THEY MAY BE SEEN OF MEN. VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THEY HAVE THEIR REWARD. BUT THOU, WHEN THOU PRAYEST, ENTER INTO THY CLOSET, AND WHEN THOU HAST SHUT THY DOOR, PRAY TO THY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS IN SECRET; AND THY FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO SEETH IN SECRET, SHALL REWARD THEE OPENLY. BUT WHEN YE PRAY, USE NOT VAIN REPETITIONS, AS THE HEATHEN, FOR THEY THINK THAT THEY SHALL BE HEARD FOR THEIR MUCH SPEAKING. BE NOT YE THEREFORE LIKE UNTO THEM, FOR YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] KNOWETH WHAT THINGS YE HAVE NEED OF BEFORE YE ASK HIM. AFTER THIS MANNER THEREFORE PRAY YE: OUR FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS, AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS. AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, FOREVER. AMEN. FOR, IF YE FORGIVE MEN THEIR TRESPASSES YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL ALSO FORGIVE YOU; BUT IF YE FORGIVE NOT MEN THEIR TRESPASSES NEITHER WILL YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] FORGIVE YOUR TRESPASSES. MOREOVER, WHEN YE FAST BE NOT AS THE HYPOCRITES, OF A SAD COUNTENANCE, FOR THEY DISFIGURE THEIR FACES THAT THEY MAY APPEAR UNTO MEN TO FAST. VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THEY HAVE THEIR REWARD. BUT THOU, WHEN THOU FASTEST, ANOINT THY HEAD, AND WASH THY FACE; THAT THOU APPEAR NOT UNTO MEN TO FAST, BUT UNTO THY FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO IS IN SECRET; AND THY FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO SEETH IN SECRET, SHALL REWARD THEE OPENLY. LAY NOT UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURES UPON EARTH, WHERE MOTH AND RUST DOTH CORRUPT, AND THIEVES BREAK THROUGH AND STEAL; BUT LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURES IN HEAVEN, WHERE NEITHER MOTH NOR RUST DOTH CORRUPT, AND WHERE THIEVES DO NOT BREAK THROUGH NOR STEAL. FOR WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE WILL YOUR HEART BE ALSO. THE LIGHT OF THE BODY IS THE EYE; IF, THEREFORE, THINE EYE BE SINGLE, THY WHOLE BODY SHALL BE FULL OF LIGHT. BUT IF THINE EYE BE EVIL THY WHOLE BODY SHALL BE FULL OF DARKNESS. IF, THEREFORE, THE LIGHT THAT IS IN THEE BE DARKNESS, HOW GREAT IS THAT DARKNESS! NO MAN CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS; FOR EITHER HE WILL HATE THE ONE AND LOVE THE OTHER, OR ELSE HE WILL HOLD TO THE ONE AND DESPISE THE OTHER. YE CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON. 
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, HE LOOKED UPON THE TWELVE WHOM HE HAD CHOSEN, AND SAID UNTO THEM: REMEMBER THE WORDS WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN. FOR BEHOLD, YE ARE THEY WHOM I HAVE CHOSEN TO MINISTER UNTO THIS PEOPLE. THEREFORE, I SAY UNTO YOU, TAKE NO THOUGHT FOR YOUR LIFE, WHAT YE SHALL EAT, OR WHAT YE SHALL DRINK; NOR YET FOR YOUR BODY, WHAT YE SHALL PUT ON. IS NOT THE LIFE MORE THAN MEAT, AND THE BODY THAN RAIMENT? BEHOLD THE FOWLS OF THE AIR, FOR THEY SOW NOT, NEITHER DO THEY REAP NOR GATHER INTO BARNS; YET YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] FEEDETH THEM. ARE YE NOT MUCH BETTER THAN THEY? WHICH OF YOU BY TAKING THOUGHT CAN ADD ONE CUBIT UNTO HIS STATURE? AND WHY TAKE YE THOUGHT FOR RAIMENT? CONSIDER THE LILIES OF THE FIELD HOW THEY GROW; THEY TOIL NOT, NEITHER DO THEY SPIN; AND YET I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT EVEN SOLOMON, IN ALL HIS GLORY, WAS NOT ARRAYED LIKE ONE OF THESE. WHEREFORE, IF GOD SO CLOTHE THE GRASS OF THE FIELD, WHICH TODAY IS, AND TOMORROW IS CAST INTO THE OVEN, EVEN SO WILL HE CLOTHE YOU, IF YE ARE NOT OF LITTLE FAITH. THEREFORE, TAKE NO THOUGHT, SAYING, WHAT SHALL WE EAT? OR, WHAT SHALL WE DRINK? OR, WHEREWITHAL SHALL WE BE CLOTHED? FOR YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] KNOWETH THAT YE HAVE NEED OF ALL THESE THINGS. BUT SEEK YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE ADDED UNTO YOU. TAKE THEREFORE NO THOUGHT FOR THE MORROW, FOR THE MORROW SHALL TAKE THOUGHT FOR THE THINGS OF ITSELF. SUFFICIENT IS THE DAY UNTO THE EVIL THEREOF. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS HE TURNED AGAIN TO THE MULTITUDE, AND DID OPEN HIS MOUTH UNTO THEM AGAIN, SAYING: VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, JUDGE NOT, THAT YE BE NOT JUDGED. FOR WITH WHAT JUDGMENT YE JUDGE, YE SHALL BE JUDGED; AND WITH WHAT MEASURE YE METE, IT SHALL BE MEASURED TO YOU AGAIN. AND WHY BEHOLDEST THOU THE MOTE THAT IS IN THY BROTHER’S EYE, BUT CONSIDEREST NOT THE BEAM THAT IS IN THINE OWN EYE? OR HOW WILT THOU SAY TO THY BROTHER: LET ME PULL THE MOTE OUT OF THINE EYE—AND BEHOLD, A BEAM IS IN THINE OWN EYE? THOU HYPOCRITE, FIRST CAST THE BEAM OUT OF THINE OWN EYE; AND THEN SHALT THOU SEE CLEARLY TO CAST THE MOTE OUT OF THY BROTHER’S EYE. GIVE NOT THAT WHICH IS HOLY UNTO THE DOGS, NEITHER CAST YE YOUR PEARLS BEFORE SWINE, LEST THEY TRAMPLE THEM UNDER THEIR FEET, AND TURN AGAIN AND REND YOU. ASK, AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN UNTO YOU; SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND; KNOCK, AND IT SHALL BE OPENED UNTO YOU. FOR EVERY ONE THAT ASKETH, RECEIVETH; AND HE THAT SEEKETH, FINDETH; AND TO HIM THAT KNOCKETH, IT SHALL BE OPENED. OR WHAT MAN IS THERE OF YOU, WHO, IF HIS SON ASK BREAD, WILL GIVE HIM A STONE? OR IF HE, ASK A FISH, WILL HE GIVE HIM A SERPENT? IF YE THEN, BEING EVIL, KNOW HOW TO GIVE GOOD GIFTS UNTO YOUR CHILDREN, HOW MUCH MORE SHALL YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS IN HEAVEN GIVE GOOD THINGS TO THEM THAT ASK HIM? THEREFORE, ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER YE WOULD THAT MEN SHOULD DO TO YOU, DO YE EVEN SO TO THEM, FOR THIS IS THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. ENTER YE IN AT THE STRAIT GATE; FOR WIDE IS THE GATE, AND BROAD IS THE WAY, WHICH LEADETH TO DESTRUCTION, AND MANY THERE BE WHO GO IN THEREAT; BECAUSE STRAIT IS THE GATE, AND NARROW IS THE WAY, WHICH LEADETH UNTO LIFE, AND FEW THERE BE THAT FIND IT. BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS, WHO COME TO YOU IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING, BUT INWARDLY THEY ARE RAVENING WOLVES. YE SHALL KNOW THEM BY THEIR FRUITS. DO MEN GATHER GRAPES OF THORNS, OR FIGS OF THISTLES? EVEN SO EVERY GOOD TREE BRINGETH FORTH GOOD FRUIT; BUT A CORRUPT TREE BRINGETH FORTH EVIL FRUIT. A GOOD TREE CANNOT BRING FORTH EVIL FRUIT, NEITHER A CORRUPT TREE, BRING FORTH GOOD FRUIT. EVERY TREE THAT BRINGETH NOT FORTH GOOD FRUIT IS HEWN DOWN, AND CAST INTO THE FIRE. WHEREFORE, BY THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW THEM. NOT EVERY ONE THAT SAITH UNTO ME, LORD, LORD, SHALL ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; BUT HE THAT DOETH THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS IN HEAVEN. MANY WILL SAY TO ME IN THAT DAY: LORD, LORD, HAVE WE NOT PROPHESIED IN THY NAME, AND IN THY NAME HAVE CAST OUT DEVILS, AND IN THY NAME DONE MANY WONDERFUL WORKS? AND THEN WILL I PROFESS UNTO THEM: I NEVER KNEW YOU; DEPART FROM ME, YE THAT WORK INIQUITY. THEREFORE, WHOSO HEARETH THESE SAYINGS OF MINE AND DOETH THEM, I WILL LIKEN HIM UNTO A WISE MAN, WHO BUILT HIS HOUSE UPON A ROCK—AND THE RAIN DESCENDED, AND THE FLOODS CAME, AND THE WINDS BLEW, AND BEAT UPON THAT HOUSE; AND IT FELL NOT, FOR IT WAS FOUNDED UPON A ROCK. AND EVERY ONE THAT HEARETH THESE SAYINGS OF MINE AND DOETH THEM NOT SHALL BE LIKENED UNTO A FOOLISH MAN, WHO BUILT HIS HOUSE UPON THE SAND—AND THE RAIN DESCENDED, AND THE FLOODS CAME, AND THE WINDS BLEW, AND BEAT UPON THAT HOUSE; AND IT FELL, AND GREAT WAS THE FALL OF IT. 
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD ENDED THESE SAYINGS, HE CAST HIS EYES ROUND ABOUT ON THE MULTITUDE, AND SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, YE HAVE HEARD THE THINGS WHICH I TAUGHT BEFORE I ASCENDED TO MY FATHER [STEPHEN]; THEREFORE, WHOSO REMEMBERETH THESE SAYINGS OF MINE AND DOETH THEM, HIM WILL I RAISE UP AT THE LAST DAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HE PERCEIVED THAT THERE WERE SOME AMONG THEM WHO MARVELED, AND WONDERED WHAT HE WOULD CONCERNING THE LAW OF MOSES; FOR THEY UNDERSTOOD NOT THE SAYING THAT OLD THINGS HAD PASSED AWAY, AND THAT ALL THINGS HAD BECOME NEW. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: MARVEL NOT THAT I SAID UNTO YOU THAT OLD THINGS HAD PASSED AWAY, AND THAT ALL THINGS HAD BECOME NEW. BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT THE LAW IS FULFILLED THAT WAS GIVEN UNTO MOSES. BEHOLD, I AM HE THAT GAVE THE LAW, AND I AM HE WHO COVENANTED WITH MY PEOPLE ISRAEL; THEREFORE, THE LAW IN ME IS FULFILLED, FOR I HAVE COME TO FULFIL THE LAW; THEREFORE, IT HATH AN END. BEHOLD, I DO NOT DESTROY THE PROPHETS, FOR AS MANY AS HAVE NOT BEEN FULFILLED IN ME, VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, SHALL ALL BE FULFILLED. AND BECAUSE I SAID UNTO YOU THAT OLD THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY, I DO NOT DESTROY THAT WHICH HATH BEEN SPOKEN CONCERNING THINGS WHICH ARE TO COME. FOR BEHOLD, THE COVENANT WHICH I HAVE MADE WITH MY PEOPLE IS NOT ALL FULFILLED; BUT THE LAW WHICH WAS GIVEN UNTO MOSES HATH AN END IN ME. BEHOLD, I AM THE LAW, AND THE LIGHT. LOOK UNTO ME, AND ENDURE TO THE END, AND YE SHALL LIVE; FOR UNTO HIM THAT ENDURETH TO THE END WILL I GIVE ETERNAL LIFE. BEHOLD, I HAVE GIVEN UNTO YOU THE COMMANDMENTS; THEREFORE, KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS. AND THIS IS THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, FOR THEY TRULY TESTIFIED OF ME. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, HE SAID UNTO THOSE TWELVE WHOM HE HAD CHOSEN: YE ARE MY DISCIPLES; AND YE ARE A LIGHT UNTO THIS PEOPLE, WHO ARE A REMNANT OF THE HOUSE OF JOSEPH. AND BEHOLD, THIS IS THE LAND OF YOUR INHERITANCE; AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH GIVEN IT UNTO YOU. AND NOT AT ANY TIME HATH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] GIVEN ME COMMANDMENT THAT I SHOULD TELL IT UNTO YOUR BRETHREN AT JERUSALEM. NEITHER AT ANY TIME HATH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] GIVEN ME COMMANDMENT THAT I SHOULD TELL UNTO THEM CONCERNING THE OTHER TRIBES OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, WHOM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH LED AWAY OUT OF THE LAND. THIS MUCH DID THE FATHER [STEPHEN] COMMAND ME, THAT I SHOULD TELL UNTO THEM: THAT OTHER SHEEP I HAVE WHICH ARE NOT OF THIS FOLD; THEM ALSO I MUST BRING, AND THEY SHALL HEAR MY VOICE; AND THERE SHALL BE ONE-FOLD, AND ONE SHEPHERD. AND NOW, BECAUSE OF STIFFNECKEDNESS AND UNBELIEF THEY UNDERSTOOD NOT MY WORD; THEREFORE, I WAS COMMANDED TO SAY NO MORE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] CONCERNING THIS THING UNTO THEM. BUT, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH COMMANDED ME, AND I TELL IT UNTO YOU, THAT YE WERE SEPARATED FROM AMONG THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITY; THEREFORE, IT IS BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITY THAT THEY KNOW NOT OF YOU. AND VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU AGAIN THAT THE OTHER TRIBES HATH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SEPARATED FROM THEM; AND IT IS BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITY THAT THEY KNOW NOT OF THEM. AND VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT YE ARE THEY OF WHOM I SAID: OTHER SHEEP I HAVE WHICH ARE NOT OF THIS FOLD; THEM ALSO I MUST BRING, AND THEY SHALL HEAR MY VOICE; AND THERE SHALL BE ONE-FOLD, AND ONE SHEPHERD. AND THEY UNDERSTOOD ME NOT, FOR THEY SUPPOSED IT HAD BEEN THE GENTILES; FOR THEY UNDERSTOOD NOT THAT THE GENTILES SHOULD BE CONVERTED THROUGH THEIR PREACHING. AND THEY UNDERSTOOD ME NOT THAT I SAID THEY SHALL HEAR MY VOICE; AND THEY UNDERSTOOD ME NOT THAT THE GENTILES SHOULD NOT AT ANY TIME HEAR MY VOICE—THAT I SHOULD NOT MANIFEST MYSELF UNTO THEM SAVE IT WERE BY THE HOLY GHOST. BUT BEHOLD, YE HAVE BOTH HEARD MY VOICE, AND SEEN ME; AND YE ARE MY SHEEP, AND YE ARE NUMBERED AMONG THOSE WHOM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH GIVEN ME. AND VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT I HAVE OTHER SHEEP, WHICH ARE NOT OF THIS LAND, NEITHER OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, NEITHER IN ANY PARTS OF THAT LAND ROUND ABOUT WHITHER I HAVE BEEN TO MINISTER. FOR THEY OF WHOM I SPEAK ARE THEY WHO HAVE NOT AS YET HEARD MY VOICE; NEITHER HAVE I AT ANY TIME MANIFESTED MYSELF UNTO THEM. BUT I HAVE RECEIVED A [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THAT I SHALL GO UNTO THEM, AND THAT THEY SHALL HEAR MY VOICE, AND SHALL BE NUMBERED AMONG MY SHEEP, THAT THERE MAY BE ONE-FOLD AND ONE SHEPHERD; THEREFORE, I GO TO SHOW MYSELF UNTO THEM. AND I COMMAND YOU THAT YE SHALL WRITE THESE SAYINGS AFTER I AM GONE, THAT IF IT SO BE THAT MY PEOPLE AT JERUSALEM, THEY WHO HAVE SEEN ME AND BEEN WITH ME IN MY MINISTRY, DO NOT ASK THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THAT THEY MAY RECEIVE A KNOWLEDGE OF YOU BY THE HOLY GHOST, AND ALSO OF THE OTHER TRIBES WHOM THEY KNOW NOT OF, THAT THESE SAYINGS WHICH YE SHALL WRITE SHALL BE KEPT AND SHALL BE MANIFESTED UNTO THE GENTILES, THAT THROUGH THE FULNESS OF THE GENTILES, THE REMNANT OF THEIR SEED, WHO SHALL BE SCATTERED FORTH UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH BECAUSE OF THEIR UNBELIEF, MAY BE BROUGHT IN, OR MAY BE BROUGHT TO A KNOWLEDGE OF ME, THEIR REDEEMER. AND THEN WILL I GATHER THEM IN FROM THE FOUR QUARTERS OF THE EARTH; AND THEN WILL I FULFIL THE COVENANT WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH MADE UNTO ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND BLESSED ARE THE GENTILES, BECAUSE OF THEIR BELIEF IN ME, IN AND OF THE HOLY GHOST, WHICH WITNESSES UNTO THEM OF ME AND OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. BEHOLD, BECAUSE OF THEIR BELIEF IN ME, SAITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND BECAUSE OF THE UNBELIEF OF YOU, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL, IN THE LATTER DAY SHALL THE TRUTH COME UNTO THE GENTILES, THAT THE FULNESS OF THESE THINGS SHALL BE MADE KNOWN UNTO THEM. BUT WO, SAITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], UNTO THE UNBELIEVING OF THE GENTILES— FOR NOTWITHSTANDING THEY HAVE COME FORTH UPON THE FACE OF THIS LAND, AND HAVE SCATTERED MY PEOPLE WHO ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; AND MY PEOPLE WHO ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL HAVE BEEN CAST OUT FROM AMONG THEM, AND HAVE BEEN TRODDEN UNDER FEET BY THEM; AND BECAUSE OF THE MERCIES OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]  UNTO THE GENTILES, AND ALSO THE JUDGMENTS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] UPON MY PEOPLE WHO ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT AFTER ALL THIS, AND I HAVE CAUSED MY PEOPLE WHO ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL TO BE SMITTEN, AND TO BE AFFLICTED, AND TO BE SLAIN, AND TO BE CAST OUT FROM AMONG THEM, AND TO BECOME HATED BY THEM, AND TO BECOME A HISS AND A BYWORD AMONG THEM—AND THUS COMMANDETH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THAT I SHOULD SAY UNTO YOU: AT THAT DAY WHEN THE GENTILES SHALL SIN AGAINST MY GOSPEL, AND SHALL REJECT THE FULNESS OF MY GOSPEL, AND SHALL BE LIFTED UP IN THE PRIDE OF THEIR HEARTS ABOVE ALL NATIONS, AND ABOVE ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE WHOLE EARTH, AND SHALL BE FILLED WITH ALL MANNER OF LYINGS, AND OF DECEITS, AND OF MISCHIEFS, AND ALL MANNER OF HYPOCRISY, AND MURDERS, AND PRIESTCRAFTS, AND WHOREDOMS, AND OF SECRET ABOMINATIONS; AND IF THEY SHALL DO ALL THOSE THINGS, AND SHALL REJECT THE FULNESS OF MY GOSPEL, BEHOLD, SAITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], I WILL BRING THE FULNESS OF MY GOSPEL FROM AMONG THEM. AND THEN WILL I REMEMBER MY COVENANT WHICH I HAVE MADE UNTO MY PEOPLE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND I WILL BRING MY GOSPEL UNTO THEM. AND I WILL SHOW UNTO THEE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL, THAT THE GENTILES SHALL NOT HAVE POWER OVER YOU; BUT I WILL REMEMBER MY COVENANT UNTO YOU, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND YE SHALL COME UNTO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FULNESS OF MY GOSPEL. BUT IF THE GENTILES WILL REPENT AND RETURN UNTO ME, SAITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], BEHOLD THEY SHALL BE NUMBERED AMONG MY PEOPLE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND I WILL NOT SUFFER MY PEOPLE, WHO ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, TO GO THROUGH AMONG THEM, AND TREAD THEM DOWN, SAITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. BUT IF THEY WILL NOT TURN UNTO ME, AND HEARKEN UNTO MY VOICE, I WILL SUFFER THEM, YEA, I WILL SUFFER MY PEOPLE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL, THAT THEY SHALL GO THROUGH AMONG THEM, AND SHALL TREAD THEM DOWN, AND THEY SHALL BE AS SALT THAT HATH LOST ITS SAVOR, WHICH IS THENCEFORTH GOOD FOR NOTHING BUT TO BE CAST OUT, AND TO BE TRODDEN UNDER FOOT OF MY PEOPLE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL. VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, THUS HATH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] COMMANDED ME—THAT I SHOULD GIVE UNTO THIS PEOPLE THIS LAND FOR THEIR INHERITANCE. AND THEN THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH SHALL BE FULFILLED, WHICH SAY: THY WATCHMEN SHALL LIFT UP THE VOICE; WITH THE VOICE TOGETHER SHALL THEY SING, FOR THEY SHALL SEE EYE TO EYE WHEN THE LORD SHALL BRING AGAIN ZION. BREAK FORTH INTO JOY, SING TOGETHER, YE WASTE PLACES OF JERUSALEM; FOR THE LORD HATH COMFORTED HIS PEOPLE, HE HATH REDEEMED JERUSALEM. THE LORD HATH MADE BARE HIS HOLY ARM IN THE EYES OF ALL THE NATIONS; AND ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH SHALL SEE THE SALVATION OF GOD.
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BEHOLD, NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS HE LOOKED ROUND ABOUT AGAIN ON THE MULTITUDE, AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, MY TIME IS AT HAND. I PERCEIVE THAT YE ARE WEAK, THAT YE CANNOT UNDERSTAND ALL MY WORDS WHICH I AM COMMANDED OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] TO SPEAK UNTO YOU AT THIS TIME. THEREFORE, GO YE UNTO YOUR HOMES, AND PONDER UPON THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE SAID, AND ASK OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THAT YE MAY UNDERSTAND, AND PREPARE YOUR MINDS FOR THE MORROW, AND I COME UNTO YOU AGAIN. BUT NOW I GO UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND ALSO TO SHOW MYSELF UNTO THE LOST TRIBES OF ISRAEL, FOR THEY ARE NOT LOST UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], FOR HE KNOWETH WHITHER HE HATH TAKEN THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD THUS SPOKEN, HE CAST HIS EYES ROUND ABOUT AGAIN ON THE MULTITUDE, AND BEHELD THEY WERE IN TEARS, AND DID LOOK STEADFASTLY UPON HIM AS IF THEY WOULD ASK HIM TO TARRY A LITTLE LONGER WITH THEM. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, MY BOWELS ARE FILLED WITH COMPASSION TOWARDS YOU. HAVE YE ANY THAT ARE SICK AMONG YOU? BRING THEM HITHER. HAVE YE ANY THAT ARE LAME, OR BLIND, OR HALT, OR MAIMED, OR LEPROUS, OR THAT ARE WITHERED, OR THAT ARE DEAF, OR THAT ARE AFFLICTED IN ANY MANNER? BRING THEM HITHER AND I WILL HEAL THEM, FOR I HAVE COMPASSION UPON YOU; MY BOWELS ARE FILLED WITH MERCY. FOR I PERCEIVE THAT YE DESIRE THAT I SHOULD SHOW UNTO YOU WHAT I HAVE DONE UNTO YOUR BRETHREN AT JERUSALEM, FOR I SEE THAT YOUR FAITH IS SUFFICIENT THAT I SHOULD HEAL YOU. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN, ALL THE MULTITUDE, WITH ONE ACCORD, DID GO FORTH WITH THEIR SICK AND THEIR AFFLICTED, AND THEIR LAME, AND WITH THEIR BLIND, AND WITH THEIR DUMB, AND WITH ALL THEM THAT WERE AFFLICTED IN ANY MANNER; AND HE DID HEAL THEM EVERY ONE AS THEY WERE BROUGHT FORTH UNTO HIM. AND THEY DID ALL, BOTH THEY WHO HAD BEEN HEALED AND THEY WHO WERE WHOLE, BOW DOWN AT HIS FEET, AND DID WORSHIP HIM; AND AS MANY AS COULD COME FOR THE MULTITUDE DID KISS HIS FEET, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID BATHE HIS FEET WITH THEIR TEARS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE COMMANDED THAT THEIR LITTLE CHILDREN SHOULD BE BROUGHT. SO, THEY BROUGHT THEIR LITTLE CHILDREN AND SET THEM DOWN UPON THE GROUND ROUND ABOUT HIM, AND JESUS STOOD IN THE MIDST; AND THE MULTITUDE GAVE WAY TILL THEY HAD ALL BEEN BROUGHT UNTO HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD ALL BEEN BROUGHT, AND JESUS STOOD IN THE MIDST, HE COMMANDED THE MULTITUDE THAT THEY SHOULD KNEEL DOWN UPON THE GROUND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD KNELT UPON THE GROUND, JESUS GROANED WITHIN HIMSELF, AND SAID: FATHER [STEPHEN], I AM TROUBLED BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HE HIMSELF ALSO KNELT UPON THE EARTH; AND BEHOLD HE PRAYED UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE THINGS WHICH HE PRAYED CANNOT BE WRITTEN, AND THE MULTITUDE DID BEAR RECORD WHO HEARD HIM. AND AFTER THIS MANNER DO THEY BEAR RECORD: THE EYE HATH NEVER SEEN, NEITHER HATH THE EAR HEARD, BEFORE, SO GREAT AND MARVELOUS THINGS AS WE SAW AND HEARD JESUS SPEAK UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]; AND NO TONGUE CAN SPEAK, NEITHER CAN THERE BE WRITTEN BY ANY MAN, NEITHER CAN THE HEARTS OF MEN CONCEIVE SO GREAT AND MARVELOUS THINGS AS WE BOTH SAW AND HEARD JESUS SPEAK; AND NO ONE CAN CONCEIVE OF THE JOY WHICH FILLED OUR SOULS AT THE TIME WE HEARD HIM PRAY FOR US UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD MADE AN END OF PRAYING UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], HE AROSE; BUT SO GREAT WAS THE JOY OF THE MULTITUDE THAT THEY WERE OVERCOME. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT JESUS SPAKE UNTO THEM, AND BADE THEM ARISE. AND THEY AROSE FROM THE EARTH, AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: BLESSED ARE YE BECAUSE OF YOUR FAITH. AND NOW BEHOLD, MY JOY IS FULL. AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HE WEPT, AND THE MULTITUDE BARE RECORD OF IT, AND HE TOOK THEIR LITTLE CHILDREN, ONE BY ONE, AND BLESSED THEM, AND PRAYED UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] FOR THEM. AND WHEN HE HAD DONE THIS HE WEPT AGAIN; AND HE SPAKE UNTO THE MULTITUDE, AND SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD YOUR LITTLE ONES. AND AS THEY LOOKED TO BEHOLD, THEY CAST THEIR EYES TOWARDS HEAVEN, AND THEY SAW THE HEAVENS OPEN, AND THEY SAW ANGELS DESCENDING OUT OF HEAVEN AS IT WERE IN THE MIDST OF FIRE; AND THEY CAME DOWN AND ENCIRCLED THOSE LITTLE ONES ABOUT, AND THEY WERE ENCIRCLED ABOUT WITH FIRE; AND THE ANGELS DID MINISTER UNTO THEM. AND THE MULTITUDE DID SEE AND HEAR AND BEAR RECORD; AND THEY KNOW THAT THEIR RECORD IS TRUE FOR THEY ALL OF THEM DID SEE AND HEAR, EVERY MAN FOR HIMSELF; AND THEY WERE IN NUMBER ABOUT TWO THOUSAND AND FIVE HUNDRED SOULS; AND THEY DID CONSIST OF MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT JESUS COMMANDED HIS DISCIPLES THAT THEY SHOULD BRING FORTH SOME BREAD AND WINE UNTO HIM. AND WHILE THEY WERE GONE FOR BREAD AND WINE, HE COMMANDED THE MULTITUDE THAT THEY SHOULD SIT THEMSELVES DOWN UPON THE EARTH. AND WHEN THE DISCIPLES HAD COME WITH BREAD AND WINE, HE TOOK OF THE BREAD AND BRAKE AND BLESSED IT; AND HE GAVE UNTO THE DISCIPLES AND COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD EAT. AND WHEN THEY HAD EATEN AND WERE FILLED, HE COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD GIVE UNTO THE MULTITUDE. AND WHEN THE MULTITUDE HAD EATEN AND WERE FILLED, HE SAID UNTO THE DISCIPLES: BEHOLD THERE SHALL ONE BE ORDAINED AMONG YOU, AND TO HIM WILL I GIVE POWER THAT HE SHALL BREAK BREAD AND BLESS IT AND GIVE IT UNTO THE PEOPLE OF MY CHURCH, UNTO ALL THOSE WHO SHALL BELIEVE AND BE BAPTIZED IN MY NAME. AND THIS SHALL YE ALWAYS OBSERVE TO DO, EVEN AS I HAVE DONE, EVEN AS I HAVE BROKEN BREAD AND BLESSED IT AND GIVEN IT UNTO YOU. AND THIS SHALL YE DO IN REMEMBRANCE OF MY BODY, WHICH I HAVE SHOWN UNTO YOU. AND IT SHALL BE A TESTIMONY UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THAT YE DO ALWAYS REMEMBER ME. AND IF YE DO ALWAYS REMEMBER ME YE SHALL HAVE MY SPIRIT TO BE WITH YOU. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN HE SAID THESE WORDS, HE COMMANDED HIS DISCIPLES THAT THEY SHOULD TAKE OF THE WINE OF THE CUP AND DRINK OF IT, AND THAT THEY SHOULD ALSO GIVE UNTO THE MULTITUDE THAT THEY MIGHT DRINK OF IT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID SO, AND DID DRINK OF IT AND WERE FILLED; AND THEY GAVE UNTO THE MULTITUDE, AND THEY DID DRINK, AND THEY WERE FILLED. AND WHEN THE DISCIPLES HAD DONE THIS, JESUS SAID UNTO THEM: BLESSED ARE YE FOR THIS THING WHICH YE HAVE DONE, FOR THIS IS FULFILLING MY COMMANDMENTS, AND THIS DOTH WITNESS UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THAT YE ARE WILLING TO DO THAT WHICH I HAVE COMMANDED YOU. AND THIS SHALL YE ALWAYS DO TO THOSE WHO REPENT AND ARE BAPTIZED IN MY NAME; AND YE SHALL DO IT IN REMEMBRANCE OF MY BLOOD, WHICH I HAVE SHED FOR YOU, THAT YE MAY WITNESS UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THAT YE DO ALWAYS REMEMBER ME. AND IF YE DO ALWAYS REMEMBER ME YE SHALL HAVE MY SPIRIT TO BE WITH YOU. AND I GIVE UNTO YOU A COMMANDMENT THAT YE SHALL DO THESE THINGS. AND IF YE SHALL ALWAYS DO THESE THINGS BLESSED ARE YE, FOR YE ARE BUILT UPON MY ROCK. BUT WHOSO AMONG YOU SHALL DO MORE OR LESS THAN THESE ARE NOT BUILT UPON MY ROCK, BUT ARE BUILT UPON A SANDY FOUNDATION; AND WHEN THE RAIN DESCENDS, AND THE FLOODS COME, AND THE WINDS BLOW, AND BEAT UPON THEM, THEY SHALL FALL, AND THE GATES OF HELL ARE READY OPEN TO RECEIVE THEM. THEREFORE, BLESSED ARE YE IF YE SHALL KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH COMMANDED ME THAT I SHOULD GIVE UNTO YOU. VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, YE MUST WATCH AND PRAY ALWAYS, LEST YE BE TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL, AND YE BE LED AWAY CAPTIVE BY HIM. AND AS I HAVE PRAYED AMONG YOU EVEN SO SHALL YE PRAY IN MY CHURCH, AMONG MY PEOPLE WHO DO REPENT AND ARE BAPTIZED IN MY NAME. BEHOLD I AM THE LIGHT; I HAVE SET AN EXAMPLE FOR YOU. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS UNTO HIS DISCIPLES, HE TURNED AGAIN UNTO THE MULTITUDE AND SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, YE MUST WATCH AND PRAY ALWAYS LEST YE ENTER INTO TEMPTATION; FOR SATAN DESIRETH TO HAVE YOU, THAT HE MAY SIFT YOU AS WHEAT. THEREFORE, YE MUST ALWAYS PRAY UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; AND WHATSOEVER YE SHALL ASK THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHICH IS RIGHT, BELIEVING THAT YE SHALL RECEIVE, BEHOLD IT SHALL BE GIVEN UNTO YOU. PRAY IN YOUR FAMILIES UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], ALWAYS IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THAT YOUR WIVES AND YOUR CHILDREN MAY BE BLESSED. AND BEHOLD, YE SHALL MEET TOGETHER OFT; AND YE SHALL NOT FORBID ANY MAN FROM COMING UNTO YOU WHEN YE SHALL MEET TOGETHER, BUT SUFFER THEM THAT THEY MAY COME UNTO YOU AND FORBID THEM NOT; BUT YE SHALL PRAY FOR THEM, AND SHALL NOT CAST THEM OUT; AND IF IT SO BE THAT THEY COME UNTO YOU OFT YE SHALL PRAY FOR THEM UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THEREFORE, HOLD UP YOUR LIGHT THAT IT MAY SHINE UNTO THE WORLD. BEHOLD I AM THE LIGHT WHICH YE SHALL HOLD UP—THAT WHICH YE HAVE SEEN ME DO. BEHOLD YE SEE THAT I HAVE PRAYED UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND YE ALL HAVE WITNESSED. AND YE SEE THAT I HAVE COMMANDED THAT NONE OF YOU SHOULD GO AWAY, BUT RATHER HAVE COMMANDED THAT YE SHOULD COME UNTO ME, THAT YE MIGHT FEEL AND SEE; EVEN SO SHALL YE DO UNTO THE WORLD; AND WHOSOEVER BREAKETH THIS COMMANDMENT SUFFERETH HIMSELF TO BE LED INTO TEMPTATION. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, HE TURNED HIS EYES AGAIN UPON THE DISCIPLES WHOM HE HAD CHOSEN, AND SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, I GIVE UNTO YOU ANOTHER COMMANDMENT, AND THEN I MUST GO UNTO MY FATHER [STEPHEN] THAT I MAY FULFIL OTHER COMMANDMENTS WHICH HE HATH GIVEN ME. AND NOW BEHOLD, THIS IS THE COMMANDMENT WHICH I GIVE UNTO YOU, THAT YE SHALL NOT SUFFER ANY ONE KNOWINGLY TO PARTAKE OF MY FLESH AND BLOOD UNWORTHILY, WHEN YE SHALL MINISTER IT; FOR WHOSO EATETH AND DRINKETH MY FLESH AND BLOOD UNWORTHILY EATETH AND DRINKETH DAMNATION TO HIS SOUL; THEREFORE, IF YE KNOW THAT A MAN IS UNWORTHY TO EAT AND DRINK OF MY FLESH AND BLOOD YE SHALL FORBID HIM. NEVERTHELESS, YE SHALL NOT CAST HIM OUT FROM AMONG YOU, BUT YE SHALL MINISTER UNTO HIM AND SHALL PRAY FOR HIM UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; AND IF IT SO BE THAT HE REPENTETH AND IS BAPTIZED IN MY NAME, THEN SHALL YE RECEIVE HIM, AND SHALL MINISTER UNTO HIM OF MY FLESH AND BLOOD. BUT IF HE, REPENT NOT HE SHALL NOT BE NUMBERED AMONG MY PEOPLE, THAT HE MAY NOT DESTROY MY PEOPLE, FOR BEHOLD I KNOW MY SHEEP, AND THEY ARE NUMBERED. NEVERTHELESS, YE SHALL NOT CAST HIM OUT OF YOUR SYNAGOGUES, OR YOUR PLACES OF WORSHIP, FOR UNTO SUCH SHALL YE CONTINUE TO MINISTER; FOR YE KNOW NOT BUT WHAT THEY WILL RETURN AND REPENT, AND COME UNTO ME WITH FULL PURPOSE OF HEART, AND I SHALL HEAL THEM; AND YE SHALL BE THE MEANS OF BRINGING SALVATION UNTO THEM. THEREFORE, KEEP THESE SAYINGS WHICH I HAVE COMMANDED YOU THAT YE COME NOT UNDER CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION]; FOR WO UNTO HIM WHOM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] CONDEMNETH [DAMNETH]. AND I GIVE YOU THESE COMMANDMENTS BECAUSE OF THE DISPUTATIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN AMONG YOU. AND BLESSED ARE YE IF YE HAVE NO DISPUTATIONS AMONG YOU. AND NOW I GO UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], BECAUSE IT IS EXPEDIENT THAT I SHOULD GO UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] FOR YOUR SAKES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD MADE AN END OF THESE SAYINGS, HE TOUCHED WITH HIS HAND THE DISCIPLES WHOM HE HAD CHOSEN, ONE BY ONE, EVEN UNTIL HE HAD TOUCHED THEM ALL, AND SPAKE UNTO THEM AS HE TOUCHED THEM. AND THE MULTITUDE HEARD NOT THE WORDS WHICH HE SPAKE, THEREFORE THEY DID NOT BEAR RECORD; BUT THE DISCIPLES BARE RECORD THAT HE GAVE THEM POWER TO GIVE THE HOLY GHOST. AND I WILL SHOW UNTO YOU HEREAFTER THAT THIS RECORD IS TRUE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD TOUCHED THEM ALL, THERE CAME A CLOUD AND OVERSHADOWED THE MULTITUDE THAT THEY COULD NOT SEE JESUS. AND WHILE THEY WERE OVERSHADOWED, HE DEPARTED FROM THEM, AND ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN. AND THE DISCIPLES SAW AND DID BEAR RECORD THAT HE ASCENDED AGAIN INTO HEAVEN.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, THE MULTITUDE DID DISPERSE, AND EVERY MAN DID TAKE HIS WIFE AND HIS CHILDREN AND DID RETURN TO HIS OWN HOME. AND IT WAS NOISED ABROAD AMONG THE PEOPLE IMMEDIATELY, BEFORE IT WAS YET DARK, THAT THE MULTITUDE HAD SEEN JESUS, AND THAT HE HAD MINISTERED UNTO THEM, AND THAT HE WOULD ALSO SHOW HIMSELF ON THE MORROW UNTO THE MULTITUDE. YEA, AND EVEN ALL THE NIGHT IT WAS NOISED ABROAD CONCERNING JESUS; AND INSOMUCH DID THEY SEND FORTH UNTO THE PEOPLE THAT THERE WERE MANY, YEA, AN EXCEEDINGLY GREAT NUMBER, DID LABOR EXCEEDINGLY ALL THAT NIGHT, THAT THEY MIGHT BE ON THE MORROW IN THE PLACE WHERE JESUS SHOULD SHOW HIMSELF UNTO THE MULTITUDE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ON THE MORROW, WHEN THE MULTITUDE WAS GATHERED TOGETHER, BEHOLD, NEPHI AND HIS BROTHER WHOM HE HAD RAISED FROM THE DEAD, WHOSE NAME WAS TIMOTHY, AND ALSO HIS SON, WHOSE NAME WAS JONAS, AND ALSO MATHONI, AND MATHONIHAH, HIS BROTHER, AND KUMEN, AND KUMENONHI, AND JEREMIAH, AND SHEMNON, AND JONAS, AND ZEDEKIAH, AND ISAIAH—NOW THESE WERE THE NAMES OF THE DISCIPLES WHOM JESUS HAD CHOSEN—AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WENT FORTH AND STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THE MULTITUDE. AND BEHOLD, THE MULTITUDE WAS SO GREAT THAT THEY DID CAUSE THAT THEY SHOULD BE SEPARATED INTO TWELVE BODIES. AND THE TWELVE DID TEACH THE MULTITUDE; AND BEHOLD, THEY DID CAUSE THAT THE MULTITUDE SHOULD KNEEL DOWN UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND SHOULD PRAY UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE NAME OF JESUS [STEPHEN]. AND THE DISCIPLES DID PRAY UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ALSO IN THE NAME OF JESUS [STEPHEN]. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY AROSE AND MINISTERED UNTO THE PEOPLE. AND WHEN THEY HAD MINISTERED THOSE SAME WORDS WHICH JESUS HAD SPOKEN—NOTHING VARYING FROM THE WORDS WHICH JESUS HAD SPOKEN— BEHOLD, THEY KNELT AGAIN AND PRAYED TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE NAME OF JESUS [STEPHEN]. AND THEY DID PRAY FOR THAT WHICH THEY MOST DESIRED; AND THEY DESIRED THAT THE HOLY GHOST SHOULD BE GIVEN UNTO THEM. AND WHEN THEY HAD THUS PRAYED, THEY WENT DOWN UNTO THE WATER’S EDGE, AND THE MULTITUDE FOLLOWED THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NEPHI WENT DOWN INTO THE WATER AND WAS BAPTIZED. AND HE CAME UP OUT OF THE WATER AND BEGAN TO BAPTIZE. AND HE BAPTIZED ALL THOSE WHOM JESUS HAD CHOSEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THEY WERE ALL BAPTIZED AND HAD COME UP OUT OF THE WATER, THE HOLY GHOST DID FALL UPON THEM, AND THEY WERE FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST AND WITH FIRE. AND BEHOLD, THEY WERE ENCIRCLED ABOUT AS IF IT WERE BY FIRE; AND IT CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND THE MULTITUDE DID WITNESS IT, AND DID BEAR RECORD; AND ANGELS DID COME DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN AND DID MINISTER UNTO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHILE THE ANGELS WERE MINISTERING UNTO THE DISCIPLES, BEHOLD, JESUS CAME AND STOOD IN THE MIDST AND MINISTERED UNTO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE SPAKE UNTO THE MULTITUDE, AND COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD KNEEL DOWN AGAIN UPON THE EARTH, AND ALSO THAT HIS DISCIPLES SHOULD KNEEL DOWN UPON THE EARTH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD ALL KNELT DOWN UPON THE EARTH, HE COMMANDED HIS DISCIPLES THAT THEY SHOULD PRAY. AND BEHOLD, THEY BEGAN TO PRAY; AND THEY DID PRAY UNTO JESUS, CALLING HIM THEIR LORD AND THEIR GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT JESUS DEPARTED OUT OF THE MIDST OF THEM, AND WENT A LITTLE WAY OFF FROM THEM AND BOWED HIMSELF TO THE EARTH, AND HE SAID: FATHER [STEPHEN], I THANK THEE THAT THOU HAST GIVEN THE HOLY GHOST UNTO THESE WHOM I HAVE CHOSEN; AND IT IS BECAUSE OF THEIR BELIEF IN ME THAT I HAVE CHOSEN THEM OUT OF THE WORLD. FATHER [STEPHEN], I PRAY THEE THAT THOU WILT GIVE THE HOLY GHOST UNTO ALL THEM THAT SHALL BELIEVE IN THEIR WORDS. FATHER [STEPHEN], THOU HAST GIVEN THEM THE HOLY GHOST BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE IN ME; AND THOU SEEST THAT THEY BELIEVE IN ME BECAUSE THOU HEAREST THEM, AND THEY PRAY UNTO ME; AND THEY PRAY UNTO ME BECAUSE I AM WITH THEM. AND NOW FATHER [STEPHEN], I PRAY UNTO THEE FOR THEM, AND ALSO FOR ALL THOSE WHO SHALL BELIEVE ON THEIR WORDS, THAT THEY MAY BELIEVE IN ME, THAT I MAY BE IN THEM AS THOU, FATHER [STEPHEN], ART IN ME, THAT WE MAY BE ONE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD THUS PRAYED UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], HE CAME UNTO HIS DISCIPLES, AND BEHOLD, THEY DID STILL CONTINUE, WITHOUT CEASING, TO PRAY UNTO HIM; AND THEY DID NOT MULTIPLY MANY WORDS, FOR IT WAS GIVEN UNTO THEM WHAT THEY SHOULD PRAY, AND THEY WERE FILLED WITH DESIRE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT JESUS BLESSED THEM AS THEY DID PRAY UNTO HIM; AND HIS COUNTENANCE DID SMILE UPON THEM, AND THE LIGHT OF HIS COUNTENANCE DID SHINE UPON THEM, AND BEHOLD THEY WERE AS WHITE AS THE COUNTENANCE AND ALSO THE GARMENTS OF JESUS; AND BEHOLD THE WHITENESS THEREOF DID EXCEED ALL THE WHITENESS, YEA, EVEN THERE COULD BE NOTHING UPON EARTH SO WHITE AS THE WHITENESS THEREOF. AND JESUS SAID UNTO THEM: PRAY ON; NEVERTHELESS, THEY DID NOT CEASE TO PRAY. AND HE TURNED FROM THEM AGAIN, AND WENT A LITTLE WAY OFF AND BOWED HIMSELF TO THE EARTH; AND HE PRAYED AGAIN UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], SAYING: FATHER [STEPHEN], I THANK THEE THAT THOU HAST PURIFIED THOSE WHOM I HAVE CHOSEN, BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH, AND I PRAY FOR THEM, AND ALSO FOR THEM WHO SHALL BELIEVE ON THEIR WORDS, THAT THEY MAY BE PURIFIED IN ME, THROUGH FAITH ON THEIR WORDS, EVEN AS THEY ARE PURIFIED IN ME. FATHER [STEPHEN], I PRAY NOT FOR THE WORLD, BUT FOR THOSE WHOM THOU HAST GIVEN ME OUT OF THE WORLD, BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH, THAT THEY MAY BE PURIFIED IN ME, THAT I MAY BE IN THEM AS THOU, FATHER [STEPHEN], ART IN ME, THAT WE MAY BE ONE, THAT I MAY BE GLORIFIED IN THEM. AND WHEN JESUS HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS HE CAME AGAIN UNTO HIS DISCIPLES; AND BEHOLD THEY DID PRAY STEADFASTLY, WITHOUT CEASING, UNTO HIM; AND HE DID SMILE UPON THEM AGAIN; AND BEHOLD THEY WERE WHITE, EVEN AS JESUS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE WENT AGAIN A LITTLE WAY OFF AND PRAYED UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]; AND TONGUE CANNOT SPEAK THE WORDS WHICH HE PRAYED, NEITHER CAN BE WRITTEN BY MAN THE WORDS WHICH HE PRAYED. AND THE MULTITUDE DID HEAR AND DO BEAR RECORD; AND THEIR HEARTS WERE OPEN AND THEY DID UNDERSTAND IN THEIR HEARTS THE WORDS WHICH HE PRAYED. NEVERTHELESS, SO GREAT AND MARVELOUS WERE THE WORDS WHICH HE PRAYED THAT THEY CANNOT BE WRITTEN, NEITHER CAN THEY BE UTTERED BY MAN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD MADE AN END OF PRAYING, HE CAME AGAIN TO THE DISCIPLES, AND SAID UNTO THEM: SO GREAT FAITH HAVE I NEVER SEEN AMONG ALL THE JEWS; WHEREFORE I COULD NOT SHOW UNTO THEM SO GREAT MIRACLES, BECAUSE OF THEIR UNBELIEF. VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THERE ARE NONE OF THEM THAT HAVE SEEN SO GREAT THINGS AS YE HAVE SEEN; NEITHER HAVE THEY HEARD SO GREAT THINGS AS YE HAVE HEARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE COMMANDED THE MULTITUDE THAT THEY SHOULD CEASE TO PRAY, AND ALSO HIS DISCIPLES. AND HE COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD NOT CEASE TO PRAY IN THEIR HEARTS. AND HE COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD ARISE AND STAND UP UPON THEIR FEET. AND THEY AROSE UP AND STOOD UPON THEIR FEET. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE, BRAKE BREAD AGAIN AND BLESSED IT, AND GAVE TO THE DISCIPLES TO EAT. AND WHEN THEY HAD EATEN, HE COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD BREAK BREAD, AND GIVE UNTO THE MULTITUDE. AND WHEN THEY HAD GIVEN UNTO THE MULTITUDE, HE ALSO GAVE THEM WINE TO DRINK, AND COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD GIVE UNTO THE MULTITUDE. NOW, THERE HAD BEEN NO BREAD, NEITHER WINE, BROUGHT BY THE DISCIPLES, NEITHER BY THE MULTITUDE; BUT HE TRULY GAVE UNTO THEM BREAD TO EAT, AND ALSO WINE TO DRINK. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: HE THAT EATETH THIS BREAD EATETH OF MY BODY TO HIS SOUL; AND HE THAT DRINKETH OF THIS WINE DRINKETH OF MY BLOOD TO HIS SOUL; AND HIS SOUL SHALL NEVER HUNGER NOR THIRST, BUT SHALL BE FILLED. NOW, WHEN THE MULTITUDE HAD ALL EATEN AND DRUNK, BEHOLD, THEY WERE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT; AND THEY DID CRY OUT WITH ONE VOICE, AND GAVE GLORY TO JESUS, WHOM THEY BOTH SAW AND HEARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD ALL GIVEN GLORY UNTO JESUS, HE SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD NOW I FINISH THE COMMANDMENT WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH COMMANDED ME CONCERNING THIS PEOPLE, WHO ARE A REMNANT OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. YE REMEMBER THAT I SPAKE UNTO YOU, AND SAID THAT WHEN THE WORDS OF ISAIAH SHOULD BE FULFILLED—BEHOLD THEY ARE WRITTEN, YE HAVE THEM BEFORE YOU, THEREFORE SEARCH THEM—AND VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT WHEN THEY SHALL BE FULFILLED THEN IS THE FULFILLING OF THE COVENANT WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH MADE UNTO HIS PEOPLE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND THEN SHALL THE REMNANTS, WHICH SHALL BE SCATTERED ABROAD UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, BE GATHERED IN FROM THE EAST AND FROM THE WEST, AND FROM THE SOUTH AND FROM THE NORTH; AND THEY SHALL BE BROUGHT TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD THEIR GOD, WHO HATH REDEEMED THEM. AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH COMMANDED ME THAT I SHOULD GIVE UNTO YOU THIS LAND, FOR YOUR INHERITANCE. AND I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT IF THE GENTILES DO NOT REPENT AFTER THE BLESSING WHICH THEY SHALL RECEIVE, AFTER THEY HAVE SCATTERED MY PEOPLE—THEN SHALL YE, WHO ARE A REMNANT OF THE HOUSE OF JACOB, GO FORTH AMONG THEM; AND YE SHALL BE IN THE MIDST OF THEM WHO SHALL BE MANY; AND YE SHALL BE AMONG THEM AS A LION AMONG THE BEASTS OF THE FOREST, AND AS A YOUNG LION AMONG THE FLOCKS OF SHEEP, WHO, IF HE GOETH THROUGH BOTH TREADETH DOWN AND TEARETH IN PIECES, AND NONE CAN DELIVER. THY HAND SHALL BE LIFTED UP UPON THINE ADVERSARIES, AND ALL THINE ENEMIES SHALL BE CUT OFF. AND I WILL GATHER MY PEOPLE TOGETHER AS A MAN GATHERETH HIS SHEAVES INTO THE FLOOR. FOR I WILL MAKE MY PEOPLE WITH WHOM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH COVENANTED, YEA, I WILL MAKE THY HORN IRON, AND I WILL MAKE THY HOOFS BRASS. AND THOU SHALT BEAT IN PIECES MANY PEOPLE; AND I WILL CONSECRATE THEIR GAIN UNTO THE LORD, AND THEIR SUBSTANCE UNTO THE LORD OF THE WHOLE EARTH. AND BEHOLD, I AM HE WHO DOETH IT. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, SAITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT THE SWORD OF MY JUSTICE SHALL HANG OVER THEM AT THAT DAY; AND EXCEPT THEY REPENT IT SHALL FALL UPON THEM, SAITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], YEA, EVEN UPON ALL THE NATIONS OF THE GENTILES. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT I WILL ESTABLISH MY PEOPLE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND BEHOLD, THIS PEOPLE WILL I ESTABLISH IN THIS LAND, UNTO THE FULFILLING OF THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH YOUR FATHER JACOB; AND IT SHALL BE A NEW JERUSALEM. AND THE POWERS OF HEAVEN SHALL BE IN THE MIDST OF THIS PEOPLE; YEA, EVEN I WILL BE IN THE MIDST OF YOU. BEHOLD, I AM HE OF WHOM MOSES SPAKE, SAYING: A PROPHET SHALL THE LORD YOUR GOD RAISE UP UNTO YOU OF YOUR BRETHREN, LIKE UNTO ME; HIM SHALL YE HEAR IN ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER HE SHALL SAY UNTO YOU. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT EVERY SOUL WHO WILL NOT HEAR THAT PROPHET SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM AMONG THE PEOPLE. VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, YEA, AND ALL THE PROPHETS FROM SAMUEL AND THOSE THAT FOLLOW AFTER, AS MANY AS HAVE SPOKEN, HAVE TESTIFIED OF ME. AND BEHOLD, YE ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE PROPHETS; AND YE ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; AND YE ARE OF THE COVENANT WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] MADE WITH YOUR FATHERS, SAYING UNTO ABRAHAM: AND IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE KINDREDS OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED. THE FATHER [STEPHEN]  HAVING RAISED ME UP UNTO YOU FIRST, AND SENT ME TO BLESS YOU IN TURNING AWAY EVERY ONE OF YOU FROM HIS INIQUITIES; AND THIS BECAUSE YE ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE COVENANT—AND AFTER THAT YE WERE BLESSED THEN FULFILLETH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THE COVENANT WHICH HE MADE WITH ABRAHAM, SAYING: IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE KINDREDS OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED—UNTO THE POURING OUT OF THE HOLY GHOST THROUGH ME UPON THE GENTILES, WHICH BLESSING UPON THE GENTILES SHALL MAKE THEM MIGHTY ABOVE ALL, UNTO THE SCATTERING OF MY PEOPLE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND THEY SHALL BE A SCOURGE UNTO THE PEOPLE OF THIS LAND. NEVERTHELESS, WHEN THEY SHALL HAVE RECEIVED THE FULNESS OF MY GOSPEL, THEN IF THEY SHALL HARDEN THEIR HEARTS AGAINST ME, I WILL RETURN THEIR INIQUITIES UPON THEIR OWN HEADS, SAITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND I WILL REMEMBER THE COVENANT WHICH I HAVE MADE WITH MY PEOPLE; AND I HAVE COVENANTED WITH THEM THAT I WOULD GATHER THEM TOGETHER IN MINE OWN DUE TIME, THAT I WOULD GIVE UNTO THEM AGAIN THE LAND OF THEIR FATHERS FOR THEIR INHERITANCE, WHICH IS THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, WHICH IS THE PROMISED LAND UNTO THEM FOREVER, SAITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT THE TIME COMETH, WHEN THE FULNESS OF MY GOSPEL SHALL BE PREACHED UNTO THEM; AND THEY SHALL BELIEVE IN ME, THAT I AM JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, AND SHALL PRAY UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THEN SHALL THEIR WATCHMEN LIFT UP THEIR VOICE, AND WITH THE VOICE TOGETHER SHALL THEY SING; FOR THEY SHALL SEE EYE TO EYE. THEN WILL THE FATHER [STEPHEN] GATHER THEM TOGETHER AGAIN, AND GIVE UNTO THEM JERUSALEM FOR THE LAND OF THEIR INHERITANCE. THEN SHALL THEY BREAK FORTH INTO JOY—SING TOGETHER, YE WASTE PLACES OF JERUSALEM; FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH COMFORTED HIS PEOPLE, HE HATH REDEEMED JERUSALEM. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH MADE BARE HIS HOLY ARM IN THE EYES OF ALL THE NATIONS; AND ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH SHALL SEE THE SALVATION OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]; AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND I ARE ONE. AND THEN SHALL BE BROUGHT TO PASS THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN: AWAKE, AWAKE AGAIN, AND PUT ON THY STRENGTH, O ZION; PUT ON THY BEAUTIFUL GARMENTS, O JERUSALEM, THE HOLY CITY, FOR HENCEFORTH THERE SHALL NO MORE COME INTO THEE THE UNCIRCUMCISED AND THE UNCLEAN. SHAKE THYSELF FROM THE DUST; ARISE, SIT DOWN, O JERUSALEM; LOOSE THYSELF FROM THE BANDS OF THY NECK, O CAPTIVE DAUGHTER OF ZION. FOR THUS SAITH THE LORD: YE HAVE SOLD YOURSELVES FOR NAUGHT, AND YE SHALL BE REDEEMED WITHOUT MONEY. VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT MY PEOPLE SHALL KNOW MY NAME; YEA, IN THAT DAY THEY SHALL KNOW THAT I AM HE THAT DOTH SPEAK. AND THEN SHALL THEY SAY: HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAINS ARE THE FEET OF HIM THAT BRINGETH GOOD TIDINGS UNTO THEM, THAT PUBLISHETH PEACE; THAT BRINGETH GOOD TIDINGS UNTO THEM OF GOOD, THAT PUBLISHETH SALVATION; THAT SAITH UNTO ZION: THY GOD REIGNETH! AND THEN SHALL A CRY GO FORTH: DEPART YE, DEPART YE, GO YE OUT FROM THENCE, TOUCH NOT THAT WHICH IS UNCLEAN; GO YE OUT OF THE MIDST OF HER; BE YE CLEAN THAT BEAR THE VESSELS OF THE LORD. FOR YE SHALL NOT GO OUT WITH HASTE NOR GO BY FLIGHT; FOR THE LORD WILL GO BEFORE YOU, AND THE GOD OF ISRAEL SHALL BE YOUR REARWARD. BEHOLD, MY SERVANT SHALL DEAL PRUDENTLY; HE SHALL BE EXALTED AND EXTOLLED AND BE VERY HIGH. AS MANY WERE ASTONISHED AT THEE—HIS VISAGE WAS SO MARRED, MORE THAN ANY MAN, AND HIS FORM MORE THAN THE SONS OF MEN—SO SHALL HE SPRINKLE MANY NATIONS; THE KINGS SHALL SHUT THEIR MOUTHS AT HIM, FOR THAT WHICH HAD NOT BEEN TOLD THEM SHALL THEY SEE; AND THAT WHICH THEY HAD NOT HEARD SHALL THEY CONSIDER. VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, ALL THESE THINGS SHALL SURELY COME, EVEN AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH COMMANDED ME. THEN SHALL THIS COVENANT WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH COVENANTED WITH HIS PEOPLE BE FULFILLED; AND THEN SHALL JERUSALEM BE INHABITED AGAIN WITH MY PEOPLE, AND IT SHALL BE THE LAND OF THEIR INHERITANCE. AND VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, I GIVE UNTO YOU A SIGN, THAT YE MAY KNOW THE TIME WHEN THESE THINGS SHALL BE ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE—THAT I SHALL GATHER IN, FROM THEIR LONG DISPERSION, MY PEOPLE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND SHALL ESTABLISH AGAIN AMONG THEM MY ZION; AND BEHOLD, THIS IS THE THING WHICH I WILL GIVE UNTO YOU FOR A SIGN—FOR VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU THAT WHEN THESE THINGS WHICH I DECLARE UNTO YOU, AND WHICH I SHALL DECLARE UNTO YOU HEREAFTER OF MYSELF, AND BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST WHICH SHALL BE GIVEN UNTO YOU OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], SHALL BE MADE KNOWN UNTO THE GENTILES THAT THEY MAY KNOW CONCERNING THIS PEOPLE WHO ARE A REMNANT OF THE HOUSE OF JACOB, AND CONCERNING THIS MY PEOPLE WHO SHALL BE SCATTERED BY THEM; VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, WHEN THESE THINGS SHALL BE MADE KNOWN UNTO THEM OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND SHALL COME FORTH OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], FROM THEM UNTO YOU; FOR IT IS WISDOM IN THE FATHER [STEPHEN]  THAT THEY SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED IN THIS LAND, AND BE SET UP AS A FREE PEOPLE BY THE POWER OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT THESE THINGS MIGHT COME FORTH FROM THEM UNTO A REMNANT OF YOUR SEED, THAT THE [SEXLESS] COVENANT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] MAY BE FULFILLED WHICH HE HATH COVENANTED WITH HIS PEOPLE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL; THEREFORE, WHEN THESE WORKS AND THE WORKS WHICH SHALL BE WROUGHT AMONG YOU HEREAFTER SHALL COME FORTH FROM THE GENTILES, UNTO YOUR SEED WHICH SHALL DWINDLE IN UNBELIEF BECAUSE OF INIQUITY; FOR THUS IT BEHOOVETH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THAT IT SHOULD COME FORTH FROM THE GENTILES, THAT HE MAY SHOW FORTH HIS POWER UNTO THE GENTILES, FOR THIS CAUSE THAT THE GENTILES, IF THEY WILL NOT HARDEN THEIR HEARTS, THAT THEY MAY REPENT AND COME UNTO ME AND BE BAPTIZED IN MY NAME AND KNOW OF THE TRUE POINTS OF MY DOCTRINE, THAT THEY MAY BE NUMBERED AMONG MY PEOPLE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL; AND WHEN THESE THINGS COME TO PASS THAT THY SEED SHALL BEGIN TO KNOW THESE THINGS—IT SHALL BE A SIGN UNTO THEM, THAT THEY MAY KNOW THAT THE WORK OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH ALREADY COMMENCED UNTO THE FULFILLING OF THE COVENANT WHICH HE HATH MADE UNTO THE PEOPLE WHO ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND WHEN THAT DAY SHALL COME, IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT KINGS SHALL SHUT THEIR MOUTHS; FOR THAT WHICH HAD NOT BEEN TOLD THEM SHALL THEY SEE; AND THAT WHICH THEY HAD NOT HEARD SHALL THEY CONSIDER. FOR IN THAT DAY, FOR MY SAKE SHALL THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WORK A WORK, WHICH SHALL BE A GREAT AND A MARVELOUS WORK AMONG THEM; AND THERE SHALL BE AMONG THEM THOSE WHO WILL NOT BELIEVE IT, ALTHOUGH A MAN SHALL DECLARE IT UNTO THEM. BUT BEHOLD, THE LIFE OF MY SERVANT SHALL BE IN MY HAND; THEREFORE, THEY SHALL NOT HURT HIM, ALTHOUGH HE SHALL BE MARRED BECAUSE OF THEM. YET I WILL HEAL HIM, FOR I WILL SHOW UNTO THEM THAT MY WISDOM IS GREATER THAN THE CUNNING OF THE DEVIL. THEREFORE, IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT WHOSOEVER WILL NOT BELIEVE IN MY WORDS, WHO AM JESUS CHRIST, WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SHALL CAUSE HIM TO BRING FORTH UNTO THE GENTILES, AND SHALL GIVE UNTO HIM POWER THAT HE SHALL BRING THEM FORTH UNTO THE GENTILES, (IT SHALL BE DONE EVEN AS MOSES SAID) THEY SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM AMONG MY PEOPLE WHO ARE OF THE COVENANT. AND MY PEOPLE WHO ARE A REMNANT OF JACOB SHALL BE AMONG THE GENTILES, YEA, IN THE MIDST OF THEM AS A LION AMONG THE BEASTS OF THE FOREST, AS A YOUNG LION AMONG THE FLOCKS OF SHEEP, WHO, IF HE, GO THROUGH BOTH TREADETH DOWN AND TEARETH IN PIECES, AND NONE CAN DELIVER. THEIR HAND SHALL BE LIFTED UP UPON THEIR ADVERSARIES, AND ALL THEIR ENEMIES SHALL BE CUT OFF. YEA, WO BE UNTO THE GENTILES EXCEPT THEY REPENT; FOR IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THAT DAY, SAITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT I WILL CUT OFF THY HORSES OUT OF THE MIDST OF THEE, AND I WILL DESTROY THY CHARIOTS; AND I WILL CUT OFF THE CITIES OF THY LAND, AND THROW DOWN ALL THY STRONGHOLDS; AND I WILL CUT OFF WITCHCRAFTS OUT OF THY LAND, AND THOU SHALT HAVE NO MORE SOOTHSAYERS; THY GRAVEN IMAGES I WILL ALSO CUT OFF, AND THY STANDING IMAGES OUT OF THE MIDST OF THEE, AND THOU SHALT NO MORE WORSHIP THE WORKS OF THY HANDS; AND I WILL PLUCK UP THY GROVES OUT OF THE MIDST OF THEE; SO WILL I DESTROY THY CITIES. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT ALL LYINGS, AND DECEIVINGS, AND ENVYINGS, AND STRIFES, AND PRIESTCRAFTS, AND WHOREDOMS, SHALL BE DONE AWAY. FOR IT SHALL COME TO PASS, SAITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT AT THAT DAY WHOSOEVER WILL NOT REPENT AND COME UNTO MY BELOVED SON, THEM WILL I CUT OFF FROM AMONG MY PEOPLE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL; AND I WILL EXECUTE VENGEANCE AND FURY UPON THEM, EVEN AS UPON THE HEATHEN, SUCH AS THEY HAVE NOT HEARD. BUT IF THEY WILL REPENT AND HEARKEN UNTO MY WORDS, AND HARDEN NOT THEIR HEARTS, I WILL ESTABLISH MY CHURCH AMONG THEM, AND THEY SHALL COME IN UNTO THE COVENANT AND BE NUMBERED AMONG THIS THE REMNANT OF JACOB, UNTO WHOM I HAVE GIVEN THIS LAND FOR THEIR INHERITANCE; AND THEY SHALL ASSIST MY PEOPLE, THE REMNANT OF JACOB, AND ALSO AS MANY OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AS SHALL COME, THAT THEY MAY BUILD A CITY, WHICH SHALL BE CALLED THE NEW JERUSALEM. AND THEN SHALL THEY ASSIST MY PEOPLE THAT THEY MAY BE GATHERED IN, WHO ARE SCATTERED UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND, IN UNTO THE NEW JERUSALEM. AND THEN SHALL THE POWER OF HEAVEN COME DOWN AMONG THEM; AND I ALSO WILL BE IN THE MIDST. AND THEN SHALL THE WORK OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] COMMENCE AT THAT DAY, EVEN WHEN THIS GOSPEL SHALL BE PREACHED AMONG THE REMNANT OF THIS PEOPLE. VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, AT THAT DAY SHALL THE WORK OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] COMMENCE AMONG ALL THE DISPERSED OF MY PEOPLE, YEA, EVEN THE TRIBES WHICH HAVE BEEN LOST, WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH LED AWAY OUT OF JERUSALEM. YEA, THE WORK SHALL COMMENCE AMONG ALL THE DISPERSED OF MY PEOPLE, WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] TO PREPARE THE WAY WHEREBY THEY MAY COME UNTO ME, THAT THEY MAY CALL ON THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. YEA, AND THEN SHALL THE WORK COMMENCE, WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AMONG ALL NATIONS IN PREPARING THE WAY WHEREBY HIS PEOPLE MAY BE GATHERED HOME TO THE LAND OF THEIR INHERITANCE. AND THEY SHALL GO OUT FROM ALL NATIONS; AND THEY SHALL NOT GO OUT IN HASTE, NOR GO BY FLIGHT, FOR I WILL GO BEFORE THEM, SAITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND I WILL BE THEIR REARWARD.
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AND THEN SHALL THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN COME TO PASS: SING, O BARREN, THOU THAT DIDST NOT BEAR; BREAK FORTH INTO SINGING, AND CRY ALOUD, THOU THAT DIDST NOT TRAVAIL WITH CHILD; FOR MORE ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE DESOLATE THAN THE CHILDREN OF THE MARRIED WIFE, SAITH THE LORD. ENLARGE THE PLACE OF THY TENT, AND LET THEM STRETCH FORTH THE CURTAINS OF THY HABITATIONS; SPARE NOT, LENGTHEN THY CORDS AND STRENGTHEN THY STAKES; FOR THOU SHALT BREAK FORTH ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON THE LEFT, AND THY SEED SHALL INHERIT THE GENTILES AND MAKE THE DESOLATE CITIES TO BE INHABITED. FEAR NOT, FOR THOU SHALT NOT BE ASHAMED; NEITHER BE THOU CONFOUNDED, FOR THOU SHALT NOT BE PUT TO SHAME; FOR THOU SHALT FORGET THE SHAME OF THY YOUTH, AND SHALT NOT REMEMBER THE REPROACH OF THY YOUTH, AND SHALT NOT REMEMBER THE REPROACH OF THY WIDOWHOOD ANY MORE. FOR THY [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THY HUSBAND, THE LORD OF HOSTS IS HIS NAME; AND THY REDEEMER, THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL—THE GOD OF THE WHOLE EARTH SHALL HE BE CALLED. FOR THE LORD HATH CALLED THEE AS A WOMAN FORSAKEN AND GRIEVED IN SPIRIT, AND A WIFE OF YOUTH, WHEN THOU WAST REFUSED, SAITH THY GOD. FOR A SMALL MOMENT HAVE I FORSAKEN THEE, BUT WITH GREAT MERCIES WILL I GATHER THEE. IN A LITTLE WRATH I HID MY FACE FROM THEE FOR A MOMENT, BUT WITH EVERLASTING KINDNESS WILL I HAVE MERCY ON THEE, SAITH THE LORD THY REDEEMER. FOR THIS, THE WATERS OF NOAH UNTO ME, FOR AS I HAVE SWORN THAT THE WATERS OF NOAH SHOULD NO MORE GO OVER THE EARTH, SO HAVE I SWORN THAT I WOULD NOT BE WROTH WITH THEE. FOR THE MOUNTAINS SHALL DEPART AND THE HILLS BE REMOVED, BUT MY KINDNESS SHALL NOT DEPART FROM THEE, NEITHER SHALL THE COVENANT OF MY PEACE BE REMOVED, SAITH THE LORD THAT HATH MERCY ON THEE. O THOU AFFLICTED, TOSSED WITH TEMPEST, AND NOT COMFORTED! BEHOLD, I WILL LAY THY STONES WITH FAIR COLORS, AND LAY THY FOUNDATIONS WITH SAPPHIRES. AND I WILL MAKE THY WINDOWS OF AGATES, AND THY GATES OF CARBUNCLES, AND ALL THY BORDERS OF PLEASANT STONES. AND ALL THY CHILDREN SHALL BE TAUGHT OF THE LORD; AND GREAT SHALL BE THE PEACE OF THY CHILDREN. IN RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALT THOU BE ESTABLISHED; THOU SHALT BE FAR FROM OPPRESSION FOR THOU SHALT NOT FEAR, AND FROM TERROR FOR IT SHALL NOT COME NEAR THEE. BEHOLD, THEY SHALL SURELY GATHER TOGETHER AGAINST THEE, NOT BY ME; WHOSOEVER SHALL GATHER TOGETHER AGAINST THEE SHALL FALL FOR THY SAKE. BEHOLD, I HAVE CREATED THE SMITH THAT BLOWETH THE COALS IN THE FIRE, AND THAT BRINGETH FORTH AN INSTRUMENT FOR HIS WORK; AND I HAVE CREATED THE WASTER TO DESTROY. NO WEAPON THAT IS FORMED AGAINST THEE SHALL PROSPER; AND EVERY TONGUE THAT SHALL REVILE AGAINST THEE IN JUDGMENT THOU SHALT CONDEMN. THIS IS THE HERITAGE OF THE SERVANTS OF THE LORD, AND THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS IS OF ME, SAITH THE LORD. AND NOW, BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT YE OUGHT TO SEARCH THESE THINGS. YEA, A COMMANDMENT I GIVE UNTO YOU THAT YE SEARCH THESE THINGS DILIGENTLY; FOR GREAT ARE THE WORDS OF ISAIAH. FOR SURELY, HE SPAKE AS TOUCHING ALL THINGS CONCERNING MY PEOPLE WHICH ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; THEREFORE, IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT HE MUST SPEAK ALSO TO THE GENTILES. AND ALL THINGS THAT HE SPAKE HAVE BEEN AND SHALL BE, EVEN ACCORDING TO THE WORDS WHICH HE SPAKE. THEREFORE, GIVE HEED TO MY WORDS; WRITE THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE TOLD YOU; AND ACCORDING TO THE TIME AND THE WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THEY SHALL GO FORTH UNTO THE GENTILES. AND WHOSOEVER WILL HEARKEN UNTO MY WORDS AND REPENTETH AND IS BAPTIZED, THE SAME SHALL BE SAVED. SEARCH THE PROPHETS, FOR MANY THERE BE THAT TESTIFY OF THESE THINGS. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HE SAID UNTO THEM AGAIN, AFTER HE HAD EXPOUNDED ALL THE SCRIPTURES UNTO THEM WHICH THEY HAD RECEIVED, HE SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, OTHER SCRIPTURES I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD WRITE, THAT YE HAVE NOT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE SAID UNTO NEPHI: BRING FORTH THE RECORD WHICH YE HAVE KEPT. AND WHEN NEPHI HAD BROUGHT FORTH THE RECORDS, AND LAID THEM BEFORE HIM, HE CAST HIS EYES UPON THEM AND SAID: VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, I COMMANDED MY SERVANT SAMUEL, THE LAMANITE, THAT HE SHOULD TESTIFY UNTO THIS PEOPLE, THAT AT THE DAY THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SHOULD GLORIFY HIS NAME IN ME THAT THERE WERE MANY SAINTS WHO SHOULD ARISE FROM THE DEAD, AND SHOULD APPEAR UNTO MANY, AND SHOULD MINISTER UNTO THEM. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: WAS IT NOT SO? AND HIS DISCIPLES ANSWERED HIM AND SAID: YEA, LORD, SAMUEL DID PROPHESY ACCORDING TO THY WORDS, AND THEY WERE ALL FULFILLED. AND JESUS SAID UNTO THEM: HOW BE IT THAT YE HAVE NOT WRITTEN THIS THING, THAT MANY SAINTS DID ARISE AND APPEAR UNTO MANY AND DID MINISTER UNTO THEM? AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NEPHI REMEMBERED THAT THIS THING HAD NOT BEEN WRITTEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT JESUS COMMANDED THAT IT SHOULD BE WRITTEN; THEREFORE, IT WAS WRITTEN ACCORDING AS HE COMMANDED.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD EXPOUNDED ALL THE SCRIPTURES IN ONE, WHICH THEY HAD WRITTEN, HE COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD TEACH THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD EXPOUNDED UNTO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD WRITE THE WORDS WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAD GIVEN UNTO MALACHI, WHICH HE SHOULD TELL UNTO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THEY WERE WRITTEN HE EXPOUNDED THEM. AND THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH HE DID TELL UNTO THEM, SAYING: THUS, SAID THE FATHER [STEPHEN] UNTO MALACHI—BEHOLD, I WILL SEND MY MESSENGER, AND HE SHALL PREPARE THE WAY BEFORE ME, AND THE LORD WHOM YE SEEK SHALL SUDDENLY COME TO HIS TEMPLE, EVEN THE MESSENGER OF THE COVENANT, WHOM YE DELIGHT IN; BEHOLD, HE SHALL COME, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. BUT WHO MAY ABIDE THE DAY OF HIS COMING, AND WHO SHALL STAND WHEN HE APPEARETH? FOR HE IS LIKE A REFINER’S FIRE, AND LIKE FULLER’S SOAP. AND HE SHALL SIT AS A REFINER AND PURIFIER OF SILVER; AND HE SHALL PURIFY THE SONS OF LEVI, AND PURGE THEM AS GOLD AND SILVER, THAT THEY MAY OFFER UNTO THE LORD AN OFFERING IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. THEN SHALL THE OFFERING OF JUDAH AND JERUSALEM BE PLEASANT UNTO THE LORD, AS IN THE DAYS OF OLD, AND AS IN FORMER YEARS. AND I WILL COME NEAR TO YOU TO JUDGMENT; AND I WILL BE A SWIFT WITNESS AGAINST THE SORCERERS, AND AGAINST THE ADULTERERS, AND AGAINST FALSE SWEARERS, AND AGAINST THOSE THAT OPPRESS THE HIRELING IN HIS WAGES, THE WIDOW AND THE FATHERLESS, AND THAT TURN ASIDE THE STRANGER, AND FEAR NOT ME, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. FOR I AM THE LORD, I CHANGE NOT; THEREFORE, YE SONS OF JACOB ARE NOT CONSUMED. EVEN FROM THE DAYS OF YOUR FATHERS YE ARE GONE AWAY FROM MINE ORDINANCES, AND HAVE NOT KEPT THEM. RETURN UNTO ME AND I WILL RETURN UNTO YOU, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. BUT YE SAY: WHEREIN SHALL WE RETURN? WILL A MAN ROB GOD? YET YE HAVE ROBBED ME. BUT YE SAY: WHEREIN HAVE WE ROBBED THEE? IN TITHES AND OFFERINGS. YE ARE CURSED WITH A CURSE, FOR YE HAVE ROBBED ME, EVEN THIS WHOLE NATION. BRING YE ALL THE TITHES INTO THE STOREHOUSE, THAT THERE MAY BE MEAT IN MY HOUSE; AND PROVE ME NOW HEREWITH, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, IF I WILL NOT OPEN YOU THE WINDOWS OF HEAVEN, AND POUR YOU OUT A BLESSING THAT THERE SHALL NOT BE ROOM ENOUGH TO RECEIVE IT. AND I WILL REBUKE THE DEVOURER FOR YOUR SAKES, AND HE SHALL NOT DESTROY THE FRUITS OF YOUR GROUND; NEITHER SHALL YOUR VINE CAST HER FRUIT BEFORE THE TIME IN THE FIELDS, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. AND ALL NATIONS SHALL CALL YOU BLESSED, FOR YE SHALL BE A DELIGHTSOME LAND, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. YOUR WORDS HAVE BEEN STOUT AGAINST ME, SAITH THE LORD. YET YE SAY: WHAT HAVE WE SPOKEN AGAINST THEE? YE HAVE SAID: IT IS VAIN TO SERVE GOD, AND WHAT DOTH IT, PROFIT THAT WE HAVE KEPT HIS ORDINANCES AND THAT WE HAVE WALKED MOURNFULLY BEFORE THE LORD OF HOSTS? AND NOW WE CALL THE PROUD HAPPY; YEA, THEY THAT WORK WICKEDNESS ARE SET UP; YEA, THEY THAT TEMPT GOD ARE EVEN DELIVERED. THEN THEY THAT FEARED THE LORD SPAKE OFTEN ONE TO ANOTHER, AND THE LORD HEARKENED AND HEARD; AND A BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE WAS WRITTEN BEFORE HIM FOR THEM THAT FEARED THE LORD, AND THAT THOUGHT UPON HIS NAME. AND THEY SHALL BE MINE, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, IN THAT DAY WHEN I MAKE UP MY JEWELS; AND I WILL SPARE THEM AS A MAN SPARETH HIS OWN SON THAT SERVETH HIM. THEN SHALL YE RETURN AND DISCERN BETWEEN THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED, BETWEEN HIM THAT SERVETH GOD AND HIM THAT SERVETH HIM NOT. FOR BEHOLD, THE DAY COMETH THAT SHALL BURN AS AN OVEN; AND ALL THE PROUD, YEA, AND ALL THAT DO WICKEDLY, SHALL BE STUBBLE; AND THE DAY THAT COMETH SHALL BURN THEM UP, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, THAT IT SHALL LEAVE THEM NEITHER ROOT NOR BRANCH. BUT UNTO YOU THAT FEAR MY NAME, SHALL THE SON OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ARISE WITH HEALING IN HIS WINGS; AND YE SHALL GO FORTH AND GROW UP AS CALVES IN THE STALL. AND YE SHALL TREAD DOWN THE WICKED; FOR THEY SHALL BE ASHES UNDER THE SOLES OF YOUR FEET IN THE DAY THAT I SHALL DO THIS, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. REMEMBER YE THE LAW OF MOSES, MY SERVANT, WHICH I COMMANDED UNTO HIM IN HOREB FOR ALL ISRAEL, WITH THE STATUTES AND JUDGMENTS. BEHOLD, I WILL SEND YOU ELIJAH THE PROPHET BEFORE THE COMING OF THE GREAT AND DREADFUL DAY OF THE LORD; AND HE SHALL TURN THE HEART OF THE FATHERS TO THE CHILDREN, AND THE HEART OF THE CHILDREN TO THEIR FATHERS, LEST I COME AND SMITE THE EARTH WITH A CURSE. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD TOLD THESE THINGS HE EXPOUNDED THEM UNTO THE MULTITUDE; AND HE DID EXPOUND ALL THINGS UNTO THEM, BOTH GREAT AND SMALL. AND HE SAITH: THESE SCRIPTURES, WHICH YE HAD NOT WITH YOU, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] COMMANDED THAT I SHOULD GIVE UNTO YOU; FOR IT WAS WISDOM IN HIM THAT THEY SHOULD BE GIVEN UNTO FUTURE GENERATIONS. AND HE DID EXPOUND ALL THINGS, EVEN FROM THE BEGINNING UNTIL THE TIME THAT HE SHOULD COME IN HIS GLORY—YEA, EVEN ALL THINGS WHICH SHOULD COME UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, EVEN UNTIL THE ELEMENTS SHOULD MELT WITH FERVENT HEAT, AND THE EARTH SHOULD BE WRAPT TOGETHER AS A SCROLL, AND THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH SHOULD PASS AWAY; AND EVEN UNTO THE GREAT AND LAST DAY, WHEN ALL PEOPLE, AND ALL KINDREDS, AND ALL NATIONS AND TONGUES SHALL STAND BEFORE GOD, TO BE JUDGED OF THEIR WORKS, WHETHER THEY BE GOOD OR WHETHER THEY BE EVIL—IF THEY BE GOOD, TO THE RESURRECTION OF EVERLASTING LIFE; AND IF THEY BE EVIL, TO THE RESURRECTION OF DAMNATION; BEING ON A PARALLEL, THE ONE ON THE ONE HAND AND THE OTHER ON THE OTHER HAND, ACCORDING TO THE MERCY, AND THE JUSTICE, AND THE HOLINESS WHICH IS IN CHRIST, WHO WAS BEFORE THE WORLD BEGAN.
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AND NOW THERE CANNOT BE WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK EVEN A HUNDREDTH PART OF THE THINGS WHICH JESUS DID TRULY TEACH UNTO THE PEOPLE; BUT BEHOLD THE PLATES OF NEPHI DO CONTAIN THE MORE PART OF THE THINGS WHICH HE TAUGHT THE PEOPLE. AND THESE THINGS HAVE I WRITTEN, WHICH ARE A LESSER PART OF THE THINGS WHICH HE TAUGHT THE PEOPLE; AND I HAVE WRITTEN THEM TO THE INTENT THAT THEY MAY BE BROUGHT AGAIN UNTO THIS PEOPLE, FROM THE GENTILES, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS WHICH JESUS HATH SPOKEN. AND WHEN THEY SHALL HAVE RECEIVED THIS, WHICH IS EXPEDIENT THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE FIRST, TO TRY THEIR FAITH, AND IF IT SHALL SO BE THAT THEY SHALL BELIEVE THESE THINGS THEN SHALL THE GREATER THINGS BE MADE MANIFEST UNTO THEM. AND IF IT SO BE THAT THEY WILL NOT BELIEVE THESE THINGS, THEN SHALL THE GREATER THINGS BE WITHHELD FROM THEM, UNTO THEIR CONDEMNATION. BEHOLD, I WAS ABOUT TO WRITE THEM, ALL WHICH WERE ENGRAVEN UPON THE PLATES OF NEPHI, BUT THE LORD FORBADE IT, SAYING: I WILL TRY THE FAITH OF MY PEOPLE. THEREFORE I, MORMON, DO WRITE THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN COMMANDED ME OF THE LORD. AND NOW I, MORMON, MAKE AN END OF MY SAYINGS, AND PROCEED TO WRITE THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN COMMANDED ME. THEREFORE, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD BEHOLD THAT THE LORD TRULY DID TEACH THE PEOPLE, FOR THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS; AND AFTER THAT HE DID SHOW HIMSELF UNTO THEM OFT, AND DID BREAK BREAD OFT, AND BLESS IT, AND GIVE IT UNTO THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID TEACH AND MINISTER UNTO THE CHILDREN OF THE MULTITUDE OF WHOM HATH BEEN SPOKEN, AND HE DID LOOSE THEIR TONGUES, AND THEY DID SPEAK UNTO THEIR FATHERS GREAT AND MARVELOUS THINGS, EVEN GREATER THAN HE HAD REVEALED UNTO THE PEOPLE; AND HE, LOOSED THEIR TONGUES THAT THEY COULD UTTER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER HE HAD ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN THE SECOND TIME THAT HE SHOWED HIMSELF UNTO THEM, AND HAD GONE UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AFTER HAVING HEALED ALL THEIR SICK, AND THEIR LAME, AND OPENED THE EYES OF THEIR BLIND AND UNSTOPPED THE EARS OF THE DEAF, AND EVEN HAD DONE ALL MANNER OF CURES AMONG THEM, AND RAISED A MAN FROM THE DEAD, AND HAD SHOWN FORTH HIS POWER UNTO THEM, AND HAD ASCENDED UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS ON THE MORROW THAT THE MULTITUDE GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND THEY BOTH SAW AND HEARD THESE CHILDREN; YEA, EVEN BABES DID OPEN THEIR MOUTHS AND UTTER MARVELOUS THINGS; AND THE THINGS WHICH THEY DID UTTER WERE FORBIDDEN THAT THERE SHOULD NOT ANY MAN WRITE THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE DISCIPLES WHOM JESUS HAD CHOSEN BEGAN FROM THAT TIME FORTH TO BAPTIZE AND TO TEACH AS MANY AS DID COME UNTO THEM; AND AS MANY AS WERE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF JESUS WERE FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST. AND MANY OF THEM SAW AND HEARD UNSPEAKABLE THINGS, WHICH ARE NOT LAWFUL TO BE WRITTEN. AND THEY TAUGHT, AND DID MINISTER ONE TO ANOTHER; AND THEY HAD ALL THINGS COMMON AMONG THEM, EVERY MAN DEALING JUSTLY, ONE WITH ANOTHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID DO ALL THINGS EVEN AS JESUS HAD COMMANDED THEM. AND THEY WHO WERE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF JESUS WERE CALLED THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AS THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS WERE JOURNEYING AND WERE PREACHING THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAD BOTH HEARD AND SEEN, AND WERE BAPTIZING IN THE NAME OF JESUS, IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE DISCIPLES WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AND WERE UNITED IN MIGHTY PRAYER AND FASTING. AND JESUS AGAIN SHOWED HIMSELF UNTO THEM, FOR THEY WERE PRAYING UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; AND JESUS CAME AND STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THEM, AND SAID UNTO THEM: WHAT WILL YE THAT I SHALL GIVE UNTO YOU? AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM: LORD, WE WILL THAT THOU WOULDST TELL US THE NAME WHEREBY WE SHALL CALL THIS CHURCH; FOR THERE ARE DISPUTATIONS AMONG THE PEOPLE CONCERNING THIS MATTER. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO THEM: VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, WHY IS IT THAT THE PEOPLE SHOULD MURMUR AND DISPUTE BECAUSE OF THIS THING? HAVE THEY NOT READ THE SCRIPTURES, WHICH SAY YE MUST TAKE UPON YOU THE NAME OF CHRIST, WHICH IS MY NAME? FOR BY THIS NAME SHALL YE BE CALLED AT THE LAST DAY; AND WHOSO TAKETH UPON HIM MY NAME, AND ENDURETH TO THE END, THE SAME SHALL BE SAVED AT THE LAST DAY. THEREFORE, WHATSOEVER YE SHALL DO, YE SHALL DO IT IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; THEREFORE, YE SHALL CALL THE CHURCH IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; AND YE SHALL CALL UPON THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT HE WILL BLESS THE CHURCH FOR MY SAKE. AND HOW BE IT MY CHURCH SAVE IT BE CALLED IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]? FOR IF A CHURCH, BE CALLED IN MOSES’ NAME THEN IT BE MOSES’ CHURCH; OR IF IT BE CALLED IN THE NAME OF A MAN THEN IT BE THE CHURCH OF A MAN; BUT IF IT BE CALLED IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THEN IT IS MY CHURCH, IF IT SO BE THAT THEY ARE BUILT UPON MY GOSPEL. VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT YE ARE BUILT UPON MY GOSPEL; THEREFORE YE SHALL CALL WHATSOEVER THINGS YE DO CALL, IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; THEREFORE IF YE CALL UPON THE FATHER [STEPHEN], FOR THE CHURCH, IF IT BE IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL HEAR YOU; AND IF IT SO BE THAT THE CHURCH IS BUILT UPON MY GOSPEL THEN WILL THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SHOW FORTH HIS OWN WORKS IN IT. BUT IF IT BE NOT BUILT UPON MY GOSPEL, AND IS BUILT UPON THE WORKS OF MEN, OR UPON THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL, VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU THEY HAVE JOY IN THEIR WORKS FOR A SEASON, AND BY AND BY THE END COMETH, AND THEY ARE HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE, FROM WHENCE THERE IS NO RETURN. FOR THEIR WORKS DO FOLLOW THEM, FOR IT IS BECAUSE OF THEIR WORKS THAT THEY ARE HEWN DOWN; THEREFORE, REMEMBER THE THINGS THAT I HAVE TOLD YOU. BEHOLD I HAVE GIVEN UNTO YOU MY GOSPEL, AND THIS IS THE GOSPEL WHICH I HAVE GIVEN UNTO YOU—THAT I CAME INTO THE WORLD TO DO THE WILL OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN], BECAUSE MY FATHER [STEPHEN] SENT ME. AND MY FATHER [STEPHEN] SENT ME THAT I MIGHT BE LIFTED UP UPON THE CROSS; AND AFTER THAT I HAD BEEN LIFTED UP UPON THE CROSS, THAT I MIGHT DRAW ALL MEN UNTO ME, THAT AS I HAVE BEEN LIFTED UP BY MEN EVEN SO SHOULD MEN BE LIFTED UP BY THE FATHER [STEPHEN], TO STAND BEFORE ME, TO BE JUDGED OF THEIR WORKS, WHETHER THEY BE GOOD OR WHETHER THEY BE EVIL—AND FOR THIS CAUSE HAVE I BEEN LIFTED UP; THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO THE POWER OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] I WILL DRAW ALL MEN UNTO ME, THAT THEY MAY BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT WHOSO REPENTETH AND IS BAPTIZED IN MY NAME SHALL BE FILLED; AND IF HE ENDURETH TO THE END, BEHOLD, HIM WILL I HOLD GUILTLESS BEFORE MY FATHER [STEPHEN] AT THAT DAY WHEN I SHALL STAND TO JUDGE THE WORLD. AND HE THAT ENDURETH NOT UNTO THE END, THE SAME IS HE THAT IS ALSO HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE, FROM WHENCE THEY CAN NO MORE RETURN, BECAUSE OF THE JUSTICE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND THIS IS THE WORD WHICH HE HATH GIVEN UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND FOR THIS CAUSE HE FULFILLETH THE WORDS WHICH HE HATH GIVEN, AND HE LIETH NOT, BUT FULFILLETH ALL HIS WORDS. AND NO UNCLEAN THING CAN ENTER INTO HIS KINGDOM; THEREFORE, NOTHING ENTERETH INTO HIS REST SAVE IT BE THOSE WHO HAVE WASHED THEIR GARMENTS IN MY BLOOD, BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH, AND THE REPENTANCE OF ALL THEIR SINS, AND THEIR FAITHFULNESS UNTO THE END. NOW THIS IS THE COMMANDMENT: REPENT, ALL YE ENDS OF THE EARTH, AND COME UNTO ME AND BE BAPTIZED IN MY NAME, THAT YE MAY BE SANCTIFIED BY THE RECEPTION OF THE HOLY GHOST, THAT YE MAY STAND SPOTLESS BEFORE ME AT THE LAST DAY. VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, THIS IS MY GOSPEL; AND YE KNOW THE THINGS THAT YE MUST DO IN MY CHURCH; FOR THE WORKS WHICH YE HAVE SEEN ME DO THAT SHALL YE ALSO DO; FOR THAT WHICH YE HAVE SEEN ME DO EVEN THAT SHALL YE DO; THEREFORE, IF YE DO THESE THINGS BLESSED ARE YE, FOR YE SHALL BE LIFTED UP AT THE LAST DAY. WRITE THE THINGS WHICH YE HAVE SEEN AND HEARD, SAVE IT BE THOSE WHICH ARE FORBIDDEN. WRITE THE WORKS OF THIS PEOPLE, WHICH SHALL BE, EVEN AS HATH BEEN WRITTEN, OF THAT WHICH HATH BEEN. FOR BEHOLD, OUT OF THE BOOKS WHICH HAVE BEEN WRITTEN, AND WHICH SHALL BE WRITTEN, SHALL THIS PEOPLE BE JUDGED, FOR BY THEM SHALL THEIR WORKS BE KNOWN UNTO MEN. AND BEHOLD, ALL THINGS ARE WRITTEN BY THE FATHER [STEPHEN]; THEREFORE, OUT OF THE BOOKS WHICH SHALL BE WRITTEN SHALL THE WORLD BE JUDGED. AND KNOW YE THAT YE SHALL BE JUDGES OF THIS PEOPLE, ACCORDING TO THE JUDGMENT WHICH I SHALL GIVE UNTO YOU, WHICH SHALL BE JUST. THEREFORE, WHAT MANNER OF MEN OUGHT YE TO BE? VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, EVEN AS I AM. AND NOW I GO UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, WHATSOEVER THINGS YE SHALL ASK THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SHALL BE GIVEN UNTO YOU. THEREFORE, ASK, AND YE SHALL RECEIVE; KNOCK, AND IT SHALL BE OPENED UNTO YOU; FOR HE THAT ASKETH, RECEIVETH; AND UNTO HIM THAT KNOCKETH, IT SHALL BE OPENED. AND NOW, BEHOLD, MY JOY IS GREAT, EVEN UNTO FULNESS, BECAUSE OF YOU, AND ALSO THIS GENERATION; YEA, AND EVEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] REJOICETH, AND ALSO ALL THE HOLY ANGELS, BECAUSE OF YOU AND THIS GENERATION; FOR NONE OF THEM ARE LOST. BEHOLD, I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD UNDERSTAND; FOR I MEAN THEM WHO ARE NOW ALIVE OF THIS GENERATION; AND NONE OF THEM ARE LOST; AND IN THEM I HAVE FULNESS OF JOY. BUT BEHOLD, IT SORROWETH ME BECAUSE OF THE FOURTH GENERATION FROM THIS GENERATION, FOR THEY ARE LED AWAY CAPTIVE BY HIM EVEN AS WAS THE SON OF PERDITION; FOR THEY WILL SELL ME FOR SILVER AND FOR GOLD, AND FOR THAT WHICH MOTH DOTH CORRUPT AND WHICH THIEVES CAN BREAK THROUGH AND STEAL. AND IN THAT DAY WILL I VISIT THEM, EVEN IN TURNING THEIR WORKS UPON THEIR OWN HEADS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD ENDED THESE SAYINGS HE SAID UNTO HIS DISCIPLES: ENTER YE IN AT THE STRAIT GATE; FOR STRAIT IS THE GATE, AND NARROW IS THE WAY THAT LEADS TO LIFE, AND FEW THERE BE THAT FIND IT; BUT WIDE IS THE GATE, AND BROAD THE WAY WHICH LEADS TO DEATH, AND MANY THERE BE THAT TRAVEL THEREIN, UNTIL THE NIGHT COMETH, WHEREIN NO MAN CAN WORK.
3 NEPHI 13
AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN JESUS HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HE SPAKE UNTO HIS DISCIPLES, ONE BY ONE, SAYING UNTO THEM: WHAT IS IT THAT YE DESIRE OF ME, AFTER THAT I AM GONE TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]? AND THEY ALL SPAKE, SAVE IT WERE THREE, SAYING: WE DESIRE THAT AFTER WE HAVE LIVED UNTO THE AGE OF MAN, THAT OUR MINISTRY, WHEREIN THOU HAST CALLED US, MAY HAVE AN END, THAT WE MAY SPEEDILY COME UNTO THEE IN THY KINGDOM. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: BLESSED ARE YE BECAUSE YE DESIRED THIS THING OF ME; THEREFORE, AFTER THAT YE ARE SEVENTY AND TWO YEARS OLD YE SHALL COME UNTO ME IN MY KINGDOM; AND WITH ME YE SHALL FIND REST. AND WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN UNTO THEM, HE TURNED HIMSELF UNTO THE THREE, AND SAID UNTO THEM: WHAT WILL YE THAT I SHOULD DO UNTO YOU, WHEN I AM GONE UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]? AND THEY SORROWED IN THEIR HEARTS, FOR THEY DURST NOT SPEAK UNTO HIM THE THING WHICH THEY DESIRED. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, I KNOW YOUR THOUGHTS, AND YE HAVE DESIRED THE THING WHICH JOHN, MY BELOVED, WHO WAS WITH ME IN MY MINISTRY, BEFORE THAT I WAS LIFTED UP BY THE JEWS, DESIRED OF ME. THEREFORE, MORE BLESSED ARE YE, FOR YE SHALL NEVER TASTE OF DEATH; BUT YE SHALL LIVE TO BEHOLD ALL THE DOINGS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, EVEN UNTIL ALL THINGS SHALL BE FULFILLED ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHEN I SHALL COME IN MY GLORY WITH THE POWERS OF HEAVEN. AND YE SHALL NEVER ENDURE THE PAINS OF DEATH; BUT WHEN I SHALL COME IN MY GLORY YE SHALL BE CHANGED IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE FROM MORTALITY TO IMMORTALITY; AND THEN SHALL YE BE BLESSED IN THE SEXLESS] KINGDOM OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND AGAIN, YE SHALL NOT HAVE PAIN WHILE YE SHALL DWELL IN THE FLESH, NEITHER SORROW SAVE IT BE FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD; AND ALL THIS WILL I DO BECAUSE OF THE THING WHICH YE HAVE DESIRED OF ME, FOR YE HAVE DESIRED THAT YE MIGHT BRING THE SOULS OF MEN UNTO ME, WHILE THE WORLD SHALL STAND. AND FOR THIS CAUSE YE SHALL HAVE FULNESS OF JOY; AND YE SHALL SIT DOWN IN THE KINGDOM OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]; YEA, YOUR JOY SHALL BE FULL, EVEN AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH GIVEN ME FULNESS OF JOY; AND YE SHALL BE EVEN AS I AM, AND I AM EVEN AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN]; AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND I ARE ONE; AND THE HOLY GHOST BEARETH RECORD OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND ME; AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] GIVETH THE HOLY GHOST UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, BECAUSE OF ME. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN JESUS HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, HE TOUCHED EVERY ONE OF THEM WITH HIS FINGER SAVE IT WERE THE THREE WHO WERE TO TARRY, AND THEN HE DEPARTED. AND BEHOLD, THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED, AND THEY WERE CAUGHT UP INTO HEAVEN, AND SAW AND HEARD UNSPEAKABLE THINGS. AND IT WAS FORBIDDEN THEM THAT THEY SHOULD UTTER; NEITHER WAS IT GIVEN UNTO THEM POWER THAT THEY COULD UTTER THE THINGS WHICH THEY SAW AND HEARD; AND WHETHER THEY WERE IN THE BODY OR OUT OF THE BODY, THEY COULD NOT TELL; FOR IT DID SEEM UNTO THEM LIKE A TRANSFIGURATION OF THEM, THAT THEY WERE CHANGED FROM THIS BODY OF FLESH INTO AN IMMORTAL STATE, THAT THEY COULD BEHOLD THE THINGS OF GOD. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID AGAIN MINISTER UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH; NEVERTHELESS, THEY DID NOT MINISTER OF THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAD HEARD AND SEEN, BECAUSE OF THE COMMANDMENT WHICH WAS GIVEN THEM IN HEAVEN. AND NOW, WHETHER THEY WERE MORTAL OR IMMORTAL, FROM THE DAY OF THEIR TRANSFIGURATION, I KNOW NOT; BUT THIS MUCH I KNOW, ACCORDING TO THE RECORD WHICH HATH BEEN GIVEN—THEY DID GO FORTH UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, AND DID MINISTER UNTO ALL THE PEOPLE, UNITING AS MANY TO THE CHURCH AS WOULD BELIEVE IN THEIR PREACHING; BAPTIZING THEM, AND AS MANY AS WERE BAPTIZED DID RECEIVE THE HOLY GHOST. AND THEY WERE CAST INTO PRISON BY THEM WHO DID NOT BELONG TO THE CHURCH. AND THE PRISONS COULD NOT HOLD THEM, FOR THEY WERE RENT IN TWAIN. AND THEY WERE CAST DOWN INTO THE EARTH; BUT THEY DID SMITE THE EARTH WITH THE WORD OF GOD, INSOMUCH THAT BY HIS POWER THEY WERE DELIVERED OUT OF THE DEPTHS OF THE EARTH; AND THEREFORE, THEY COULD NOT DIG PITS SUFFICIENT TO HOLD THEM. AND THRICE THEY WERE CAST INTO A FURNACE AND RECEIVED NO HARM. AND TWICE WERE THEY CAST INTO A DEN OF WILD BEASTS; AND BEHOLD THEY DID PLAY WITH THE BEASTS AS A CHILD WITH A SUCKLING LAMB, AND RECEIVED NO HARM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THUS THEY DID GO FORTH AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI, AND DID PREACH THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST UNTO ALL PEOPLE UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND; AND THEY WERE CONVERTED UNTO THE LORD, AND WERE UNITED UNTO THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, AND THUS THE PEOPLE OF THAT GENERATION WERE BLESSED, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF JESUS. AND NOW I, MORMON, MAKE AN END OF SPEAKING CONCERNING THESE THINGS FOR A TIME. BEHOLD, I WAS ABOUT TO WRITE THE NAMES OF THOSE WHO WERE NEVER TO TASTE OF DEATH, BUT THE LORD FORBADE; THEREFORE, I WRITE THEM NOT, FOR THEY ARE HID FROM THE WORLD. BUT BEHOLD, I HAVE SEEN THEM, AND THEY HAVE MINISTERED UNTO ME. AND BEHOLD THEY WILL BE AMONG THE GENTILES, AND THE GENTILES SHALL KNOW THEM NOT. THEY WILL ALSO BE AMONG THE JEWS, AND THE JEWS SHALL KNOW THEM NOT. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, WHEN THE LORD SEETH FIT IN HIS WISDOM THAT THEY SHALL MINISTER UNTO ALL THE SCATTERED TRIBES OF ISRAEL, AND UNTO ALL NATIONS, KINDREDS, TONGUES AND PEOPLE, AND SHALL BRING OUT OF THEM UNTO JESUS MANY SOULS, THAT THEIR DESIRE MAY BE FULFILLED, AND ALSO BECAUSE OF THE CONVINCING POWER OF GOD WHICH IS IN THEM. AND THEY ARE AS THE ANGELS OF GOD, AND IF THEY SHALL PRAY UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE NAME OF JESUS [STEPHEN], THEY CAN SHOW THEMSELVES UNTO WHATSOEVER MAN IT SEEMETH THEM GOOD. THEREFORE, GREAT AND MARVELOUS WORKS SHALL BE WROUGHT BY THEM, BEFORE THE GREAT AND COMING DAY WHEN ALL PEOPLE MUST SURELY STAND BEFORE THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF CHRIST; YEA EVEN AMONG THE GENTILES SHALL THERE BE A GREAT AND MARVELOUS WORK WROUGHT BY THEM, BEFORE THAT JUDGMENT DAY. AND IF YE HAD ALL THE SCRIPTURES WHICH GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF ALL THE MARVELOUS WORKS OF CHRIST, YE WOULD, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF CHRIST, KNOW THAT THESE THINGS MUST SURELY COME. AND WO BE UNTO HIM THAT WILL NOT HEARKEN UNTO THE WORDS OF JESUS, AND ALSO TO THEM WHOM HE HATH CHOSEN AND SENT AMONG THEM; FOR WHOSO RECEIVETH NOT THE WORDS OF JESUS AND THE WORDS OF THOSE WHOM HE HATH SENT RECEIVETH NOT HIM; AND THEREFORE, HE WILL NOT RECEIVE THEM AT THE LAST DAY; AND IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR THEM IF THEY HAD NOT BEEN BORN. FOR DO YE SUPPOSE THAT YE CAN GET RID OF THE JUSTICE OF AN OFFENDED GOD, WHO HATH BEEN TRAMPLED UNDER FEET OF MEN, THAT THEREBY SALVATION MIGHT COME? AND NOW BEHOLD, AS I SPAKE CONCERNING THOSE WHOM THE LORD HATH CHOSEN, YEA, EVEN THREE WHO WERE CAUGHT UP INTO THE HEAVENS, THAT I KNEW NOT WHETHER THEY WERE CLEANSED FROM MORTALITY TO IMMORTALITY— BUT BEHOLD, SINCE I WROTE, I HAVE INQUIRED OF THE LORD, AND HE HATH MADE IT MANIFEST UNTO ME THAT THERE MUST NEEDS BE A CHANGE WROUGHT UPON THEIR BODIES, OR ELSE IT NEEDS BE THAT THEY MUST TASTE OF DEATH; THEREFORE, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT TASTE OF DEATH THERE WAS A CHANGE WROUGHT UPON THEIR BODIES, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT SUFFER PAIN NOR SORROW SAVE IT WERE FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD. NOW THIS CHANGE WAS NOT EQUAL TO THAT WHICH SHALL TAKE PLACE AT THE LAST DAY; BUT THERE WAS A CHANGE WROUGHT UPON THEM, INSOMUCH THAT SATAN COULD HAVE NO POWER OVER THEM, THAT HE COULD NOT TEMPT THEM; AND THEY WERE SANCTIFIED IN THE FLESH, THAT THEY WERE HOLY, AND THAT THE POWERS OF THE EARTH COULD NOT HOLD THEM. AND IN THIS STATE, THEY WERE TO REMAIN UNTIL THE JUDGMENT DAY OF CHRIST; AND AT THAT DAY THEY WERE TO RECEIVE A GREATER CHANGE, AND TO BE RECEIVED INTO THE KINGDOM OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] TO GO NO MORE OUT, BUT TO DWELL WITH GOD ETERNALLY IN THE HEAVENS. AND NOW BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT WHEN THE LORD SHALL SEE FIT, IN HIS WISDOM, THAT THESE SAYINGS SHALL COME UNTO THE GENTILES ACCORDING TO HIS WORD, THEN YE MAY KNOW THAT THE COVENANT WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH MADE WITH THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, CONCERNING THEIR RESTORATION TO THE LANDS OF THEIR INHERITANCE, IS ALREADY BEGINNING TO BE FULFILLED. AND YE MAY KNOW THAT THE WORDS OF THE LORD, WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN BY THE HOLY PROPHETS, SHALL ALL BE FULFILLED; AND YE NEED NOT SAY THAT THE LORD DELAYS HIS COMING UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. AND YE NEED NOT IMAGINE IN YOUR HEARTS THAT THE WORDS WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN ARE VAIN, FOR BEHOLD, THE LORD WILL REMEMBER HIS COVENANT WHICH HE HATH MADE UNTO HIS PEOPLE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND WHEN YE SHALL SEE THESE SAYINGS COMING FORTH AMONG YOU, THEN YE NEED NOT ANY LONGER SPURN AT THE DOINGS OF THE LORD, FOR THE SWORD OF HIS JUSTICE IS IN HIS RIGHT HAND; AND BEHOLD, AT THAT DAY, IF YE SHALL SPURN AT HIS DOINGS HE WILL CAUSE THAT IT SHALL SOON OVERTAKE YOU. WO UNTO HIM THAT SPURNETH AT THE DOINGS OF THE LORD; YEA, WO UNTO HIM THAT SHALL DENY THE CHRIST AND HIS WORKS! YEA, WO UNTO HIM THAT SHALL DENY THE REVELATIONS OF THE LORD, AND THAT SHALL SAY THE LORD NO LONGER WORKETH BY REVELATION, OR BY PROPHECY, OR BY GIFTS, OR BY TONGUES, OR BY HEALINGS, OR BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST! YEA, AND WO UNTO HIM THAT SHALL SAY AT THAT DAY, TO GET GAIN, THAT THERE CAN BE NO MIRACLE WROUGHT BY JESUS CHRIST; FOR HE THAT DOETH THIS SHALL BECOME LIKE UNTO THE SON OF PERDITION, FOR WHOM THERE WAS NO MERCY, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF CHRIST! YEA, AND YE NEED NOT ANY LONGER HISS, NOR SPURN, NOR MAKE GAME OF THE JEWS, NOR ANY OF THE REMNANT OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; FOR BEHOLD, THE LORD REMEMBERETH HIS COVENANT UNTO THEM, AND HE WILL DO UNTO THEM ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH HE HATH SWORN. THEREFORE, YE NEED NOT SUPPOSE THAT YE CAN TURN THE RIGHT HAND OF THE LORD UNTO THE LEFT, THAT HE MAY NOT EXECUTE JUDGMENT UNTO THE FULFILLING OF THE COVENANT WHICH HE HATH MADE UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL.
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HEARKEN, O YE GENTILES, AND HEAR THE WORDS OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD, WHICH HE HATH COMMANDED ME THAT I SHOULD SPEAK CONCERNING YOU, FOR, BEHOLD HE COMMANDETH ME THAT I SHOULD WRITE, SAYING: TURN, ALL YE GENTILES, FROM YOUR WICKED WAYS; AND REPENT OF YOUR EVIL DOINGS, OF YOUR LYINGS AND DECEIVINGS, AND OF YOUR WHOREDOMS, AND OF YOUR SECRET ABOMINATIONS, AND YOUR IDOLATRIES, AND OF YOUR MURDERS, AND YOUR PRIESTCRAFTS, AND YOUR ENVYINGS, AND YOUR STRIFES, AND FROM ALL YOUR WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS, AND COME UNTO ME, AND BE BAPTIZED IN MY NAME, THAT YE MAY RECEIVE A REMISSION OF YOUR SINS, AND BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST, THAT YE MAY BE NUMBERED WITH MY PEOPLE WHO ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL.
THE BOOK OF 4TH NEPHI
AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE THIRTY AND FOURTH YEAR PASSED AWAY, AND ALSO THE THIRTY AND FIFTH, AND BEHOLD THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS HAD FORMED A CHURCH OF CHRIST IN ALL THE LANDS ROUND ABOUT. AND AS MANY AS DID COME UNTO THEM, AND DID TRULY REPENT OF THEIR SINS, WERE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF JESUS; AND THEY DID ALSO RECEIVE THE HOLY GHOST. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE THIRTY AND SIXTH YEAR, THE PEOPLE WERE ALL CONVERTED UNTO THE LORD, UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND, BOTH NEPHITES AND LAMANITES, AND THERE WERE NO CONTENTIONS AND DISPUTATIONS AMONG THEM, AND EVERY MAN DID DEAL JUSTLY ONE WITH ANOTHER. AND THEY HAD ALL THINGS COMMON AMONG THEM; THEREFORE, THERE WERE NOT RICH AND POOR, BOND AND FREE, BUT THEY WERE ALL MADE FREE, AND PARTAKERS OF THE HEAVENLY GIFT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE THIRTY AND SEVENTH YEAR PASSED AWAY ALSO, AND THERE STILL CONTINUED TO BE PEACE IN THE LAND. AND THERE WERE GREAT AND MARVELOUS WORKS WROUGHT BY THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID HEAL THE SICK, AND RAISE THE DEAD, AND CAUSE THE LAME TO WALK, AND THE BLIND TO RECEIVE THEIR SIGHT, AND THE DEAF TO HEAR; AND ALL MANNER OF MIRACLES DID THEY WORK AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN; AND IN NOTHING DID THEY WORK MIRACLES SAVE IT WERE IN THE NAME OF JESUS. AND THUS, DID THE, THIRTY AND EIGHTH YEAR, PASS AWAY, AND ALSO THE THIRTY AND NINTH, AND FORTY AND FIRST, AND THE FORTY AND SECOND, YEA, EVEN UNTIL FORTY AND NINE YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY, AND ALSO THE FIFTY AND FIRST, AND THE FIFTY AND SECOND; YEA, AND EVEN UNTIL FIFTY AND NINE YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY. AND THE LORD DID PROSPER THEM EXCEEDINGLY IN THE LAND; YEA, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID BUILD CITIES AGAIN WHERE THERE HAD BEEN CITIES BURNED. YEA, EVEN THAT GREAT CITY ZARAHEMLA DID THEY CAUSE TO BE BUILT AGAIN. BUT THERE WERE MANY CITIES WHICH HAD BEEN SUNK, AND WATERS CAME UP IN THE STEAD THEREOF; THEREFORE, THESE CITIES COULD NOT BE RENEWED. AND NOW, BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI DID WAX STRONG, AND DID MULTIPLY EXCEEDINGLY FAST, AND BECAME AN EXCEEDINGLY FAIR AND DELIGHTSOME PEOPLE. AND THEY WERE MARRIED, AND GIVEN IN MARRIAGE, AND WERE BLESSED ACCORDING TO THE MULTITUDE OF THE PROMISES WHICH THE LORD HAD MADE UNTO THEM. AND THEY DID NOT WALK ANY MORE AFTER THE PERFORMANCES AND ORDINANCES OF THE LAW OF MOSES; BUT THEY DID WALK AFTER THE COMMANDMENTS WHICH THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM THEIR LORD AND THEIR GOD, CONTINUING IN FASTING AND PRAYER, AND IN MEETING TOGETHER OFT BOTH TO PRAY AND TO HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WAS NO CONTENTION AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE, IN ALL THE LAND; BUT THERE WERE MIGHTY MIRACLES WROUGHT AMONG THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE SEVENTY AND FIRST YEAR PASSED AWAY, AND ALSO THE SEVENTY AND SECOND YEAR, YEA, AND IN FINE, TILL THE SEVENTY AND NINTH YEAR HAD PASSED AWAY; YEA, EVEN AN HUNDRED YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY, AND THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS, WHOM HE HAD CHOSEN, HAD ALL GONE TO THE PARADISE OF GOD, SAVE IT WERE THE THREE WHO SHOULD TARRY; AND THERE WERE OTHER DISCIPLES ORDAINED IN THEIR STEAD; AND ALSO MANY OF THAT GENERATION HAD PASSED AWAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WAS NO CONTENTION IN THE LAND, BECAUSE OF THE LOVE OF GOD WHICH DID DWELL IN THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE. AND THERE WERE NO ENVYINGS, NOR STRIFES, NOR TUMULTS, NOR WHOREDOMS, NOR LYINGS, NOR MURDERS, NOR ANY MANNER OF LASCIVIOUSNESS; AND SURELY THERE COULD NOT BE A HAPPIER PEOPLE AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE WHO HAD BEEN CREATED BY THE HAND OF GOD. THERE WERE NO ROBBERS, NOR MURDERERS, NEITHER WERE THERE LAMANITES, NOR ANY MANNER OF -ITES; BUT THEY WERE IN ONE, THE CHILDREN OF CHRIST, AND HEIRS TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND HOW BLESSED WERE THEY! FOR THE LORD DID BLESS THEM IN ALL THEIR DOINGS; YEA, EVEN THEY WERE BLESSED AND PROSPERED UNTIL A HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY; AND THE FIRST GENERATION FROM CHRIST HAD PASSED AWAY, AND THERE WAS NO CONTENTION IN ALL THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NEPHI, HE THAT KEPT THIS LAST RECORD, (AND HE KEPT IT UPON THE PLATES OF NEPHI) DIED, AND HIS SON AMOS KEPT IT IN HIS STEAD; AND HE KEPT IT UPON THE PLATES OF NEPHI ALSO. AND HE KEPT IT EIGHTY AND FOUR YEARS, AND THERE WAS STILL PEACE IN THE LAND, SAVE IT WERE A SMALL PART OF THE PEOPLE WHO HAD REVOLTED FROM THE CHURCH AND TAKEN UPON THEM THE NAME OF LAMANITES; THEREFORE, THERE BEGAN TO BE LAMANITES AGAIN IN THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AMOS DIED ALSO, (AND IT WAS A HUNDRED AND NINETY AND FOUR YEARS FROM THE COMING OF CHRIST) AND HIS SON AMOS KEPT THE RECORD IN HIS STEAD; AND HE ALSO KEPT IT UPON THE PLATES OF NEPHI; AND IT WAS ALSO WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF NEPHI, WHICH IS THIS BOOK. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT TWO HUNDRED YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY; AND THE SECOND GENERATION HAD ALL PASSED AWAY SAVE IT WERE A FEW. AND NOW I, MORMON, WOULD THAT YE SHOULD KNOW THAT THE PEOPLE HAD MULTIPLIED, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE SPREAD UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND, AND THAT THEY HAD BECOME EXCEEDINGLY RICH, BECAUSE OF THEIR PROSPERITY IN CHRIST. AND NOW, IN THIS TWO HUNDRED AND FIRST YEAR THERE BEGAN TO BE AMONG THEM THOSE WHO WERE LIFTED UP IN PRIDE, SUCH AS THE WEARING OF COSTLY APPAREL, AND ALL MANNER OF FINE PEARLS, AND OF THE FINE THINGS OF THE WORLD. AND FROM THAT TIME FORTH THEY DID HAVE THEIR GOODS AND THEIR SUBSTANCE NO MORE COMMON AMONG THEM. AND THEY BEGAN TO BE DIVIDED INTO CLASSES; AND THEY BEGAN TO BUILD UP CHURCHES UNTO THEMSELVES TO GET GAIN, AND BEGAN TO DENY THE TRUE CHURCH OF CHRIST. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN TWO HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY THERE WERE MANY CHURCHES IN THE LAND; YEA, THERE WERE MANY CHURCHES WHICH PROFESSED TO KNOW THE CHRIST, AND YET THEY DID DENY THE MORE PARTS OF HIS GOSPEL, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID RECEIVE ALL MANNER OF WICKEDNESS, AND DID ADMINISTER THAT WHICH WAS SACRED UNTO HIM TO WHOM IT HAD BEEN FORBIDDEN BECAUSE OF UNWORTHINESS. AND THIS CHURCH DID MULTIPLY EXCEEDINGLY BECAUSE OF INIQUITY, AND BECAUSE OF THE POWER OF SATAN WHO DID GET HOLD UPON THEIR HEARTS. AND AGAIN, THERE WAS ANOTHER CHURCH WHICH DENIED THE CHRIST; AND THEY DID PERSECUTE THE TRUE CHURCH OF CHRIST, BECAUSE OF THEIR HUMILITY AND THEIR BELIEF IN CHRIST; AND THEY DID DESPISE THEM BECAUSE OF THE MANY MIRACLES WHICH WERE WROUGHT AMONG THEM. THEREFORE, THEY DID EXERCISE POWER AND AUTHORITY OVER THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS WHO DID TARRY WITH THEM, AND THEY DID CAST THEM INTO PRISON; BUT BY THE POWER OF THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH WAS IN THEM, THE PRISONS WERE RENT IN TWAIN, AND THEY WENT FORTH DOING MIGHTY MIRACLES AMONG THEM. NEVERTHELESS, AND NOTWITHSTANDING ALL THESE MIRACLES, THE PEOPLE DID HARDEN THEIR HEARTS, AND DID SEEK TO KILL THEM, EVEN AS THE JEWS AT JERUSALEM SOUGHT TO KILL JESUS, ACCORDING TO HIS WORD. AND THEY DID CAST THEM INTO FURNACES OF FIRE, AND THEY CAME FORTH RECEIVING NO HARM. AND THEY ALSO CAST THEM INTO DENS OF WILD BEASTS, AND THEY DID PLAY WITH THE WILD BEASTS EVEN AS A CHILD WITH A LAMB; AND THEY DID COME FORTH FROM AMONG THEM, RECEIVING NO HARM. NEVERTHELESS, THE PEOPLE DID HARDEN THEIR HEARTS, FOR THEY WERE LED BY MANY PRIESTS AND FALSE PROPHETS TO BUILD UP MANY CHURCHES, AND TO DO ALL MANNER OF INIQUITY. AND THEY DID SMITE UPON THE PEOPLE OF JESUS; BUT THE PEOPLE OF JESUS DID NOT SMITE AGAIN. AND THUS, THEY DID DWINDLE IN UNBELIEF AND WICKEDNESS, FROM YEAR TO YEAR, EVEN UNTIL TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS IN THIS YEAR, YEA, IN THE TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY AND FIRST YEAR, THERE WAS A GREAT DIVISION AMONG THE PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THIS YEAR THERE AROSE A PEOPLE WHO WERE CALLED THE NEPHITES, AND THEY WERE TRUE BELIEVERS IN CHRIST; AND AMONG THEM THERE WERE THOSE WHO WERE CALLED BY THE LAMANITES—JACOBITES, AND JOSEPHITES, AND ZORAMITES; THEREFORE THE TRUE BELIEVERS IN CHRIST, AND THE TRUE WORSHIPERS OF CHRIST, (AMONG WHOM WERE THE THREE DISCIPLES OF JESUS WHO SHOULD TARRY) WERE CALLED NEPHITES, AND JACOBITES, AND JOSEPHITES, AND ZORAMITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WHO REJECTED THE GOSPEL WERE CALLED LAMANITES, AND LEMUELITES, AND ISHMAELITES; AND THEY DID NOT DWINDLE IN UNBELIEF, BUT THEY DID WILFULLY REBEL AGAINST THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST; AND THEY DID TEACH THEIR CHILDREN THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BELIEVE, EVEN AS THEIR FATHERS, FROM THE BEGINNING, DID DWINDLE. AND IT WAS BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATION OF THEIR FATHERS, EVEN AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING. AND THEY WERE TAUGHT TO HATE THE CHILDREN OF GOD, EVEN AS THE LAMANITES WERE TAUGHT TO HATE THE CHILDREN OF NEPHI FROM THE BEGINNING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY AND FOUR YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY, AND THUS WERE THE AFFAIRS OF THE PEOPLE. AND THE MORE WICKED PART OF THE PEOPLE DID WAX STRONG, AND BECAME EXCEEDINGLY MORE NUMEROUS THAN WERE THE PEOPLE OF GOD. AND THEY DID STILL CONTINUE TO BUILD UP CHURCHES UNTO THEMSELVES, AND ADORN THEM WITH ALL MANNER OF PRECIOUS THINGS. AND THUS, DID TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS PASS AWAY, AND ALSO TWO HUNDRED AND SIXTY YEARS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE WICKED PART OF THE PEOPLE BEGAN AGAIN TO BUILD UP THE SECRET OATHS AND COMBINATIONS OF GADIANTON. AND ALSO, THE PEOPLE WHO WERE CALLED THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI BEGAN TO BE PROUD IN THEIR HEARTS, BECAUSE OF THEIR EXCEEDING RICHES, AND BECOME VAIN LIKE UNTO THEIR BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES. AND FROM THIS TIME THE DISCIPLES BEGAN TO SORROW FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THREE HUNDRED YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY, BOTH THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI AND THE LAMANITES HAD BECOME EXCEEDINGLY WICKED ONE LIKE UNTO ANOTHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ROBBERS OF GADIANTON DID SPREAD OVER ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND; AND THERE WERE NONE THAT WERE RIGHTEOUS SAVE IT WERE THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS. AND GOLD AND SILVER DID THEY LAY UP IN STORE IN ABUNDANCE, AND DID TRAFFIC IN ALL MANNER OF TRAFFIC. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THREE HUNDRED AND FIVE YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY, (AND THE PEOPLE DID STILL REMAIN IN WICKEDNESS) AMOS DIED; AND HIS BROTHER, AMMARON, DID KEEP THE RECORD IN HIS STEAD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THREE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY, AMMARON, BEING CONSTRAINED BY THE HOLY GHOST, DID HIDE UP THE RECORDS WHICH WERE SACRED—YEA, EVEN ALL THE SACRED RECORDS WHICH HAD BEEN HANDED DOWN FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION, WHICH WERE SACRED—EVEN UNTIL THE THREE HUNDRED AND TWENTIETH YEAR FROM THE COMING OF CHRIST. AND HE DID HIDE THEM UP UNTO THE LORD, THAT THEY MIGHT COME AGAIN UNTO THE REMNANT OF THE HOUSE OF JACOB, ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECIES AND THE PROMISES OF THE LORD. AND THUS, IS THE END OF THE RECORD OF AMMARON.
THE BOOK OF MORMON
MORMON 1
AND NOW I, MORMON, MAKE A RECORD OF THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE BOTH SEEN AND HEARD, AND CALL IT THE BOOK OF MORMON. AND ABOUT THE TIME THAT AMMARON HID UP THE RECORDS UNTO THE LORD, HE CAME UNTO ME, (I BEING ABOUT TEN YEARS OF AGE, AND I BEGAN TO BE LEARNED SOMEWHAT AFTER THE MANNER OF THE LEARNING OF MY PEOPLE) AND AMMARON SAID UNTO ME: I PERCEIVE THAT THOU ART A SOBER CHILD, AND ART QUICK TO OBSERVE; THEREFORE, WHEN YE ARE ABOUT TWENTY AND FOUR YEARS OLD I WOULD THAT YE SHOULD REMEMBER THE THINGS THAT YE HAVE OBSERVED CONCERNING THIS PEOPLE; AND WHEN YE ARE OF THAT AGE GO TO THE LAND ANTUM, UNTO A HILL WHICH SHALL BE CALLED SHIM; AND THERE HAVE I DEPOSITED UNTO THE LORD ALL THE SACRED ENGRAVINGS CONCERNING THIS PEOPLE. AND BEHOLD, YE SHALL TAKE THE PLATES OF NEPHI UNTO YOURSELF, AND THE REMAINDER SHALL YE LEAVE IN THE PLACE WHERE THEY ARE; AND YE SHALL ENGRAVE ON THE PLATES OF NEPHI ALL THE THINGS THAT YE HAVE OBSERVED CONCERNING THIS PEOPLE. AND I, MORMON, BEING A DESCENDANT OF NEPHI, (AND MY FATHER’S NAME WAS MORMON) I REMEMBERED THE THINGS WHICH AMMARON COMMANDED ME. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, BEING ELEVEN YEARS OLD, WAS CARRIED BY MY FATHER INTO THE LAND SOUTHWARD, EVEN TO THE LAND OF ZARAHEMLA. THE WHOLE FACE OF THE LAND HAD BECOME COVERED WITH BUILDINGS, AND THE PEOPLE WERE AS NUMEROUS ALMOST, AS IT WERE THE SAND OF THE SEA. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THIS YEAR THERE BEGAN TO BE A WAR BETWEEN THE NEPHITES, WHO CONSISTED OF THE NEPHITES AND THE JACOBITES AND THE JOSEPHITES AND THE ZORAMITES; AND THIS WAR WAS BETWEEN THE NEPHITES, AND THE LAMANITES AND THE LEMUELITES AND THE ISHMAELITES. NOW THE LAMANITES AND THE LEMUELITES AND THE ISHMAELITES WERE CALLED LAMANITES, AND THE TWO PARTIES WERE NEPHITES AND LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE WAR BEGAN TO BE AMONG THEM IN THE BORDERS OF ZARAHEMLA, BY THE WATERS OF SIDON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE NEPHITES HAD GATHERED TOGETHER A GREAT NUMBER OF MEN, EVEN TO EXCEED THE NUMBER OF THIRTY THOUSAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID HAVE IN THIS SAME YEAR A NUMBER OF BATTLES, IN WHICH THE NEPHITES DID BEAT THE LAMANITES AND DID SLAY MANY OF THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES WITHDREW THEIR DESIGN, AND THERE WAS PEACE SETTLED IN THE LAND; AND PEACE DID REMAIN FOR THE SPACE OF ABOUT FOUR YEARS, THAT THERE WAS NO BLOODSHED. BUT WICKEDNESS DID PREVAIL UPON THE FACE OF THE WHOLE LAND, INSOMUCH THAT THE LORD DID TAKE AWAY HIS BELOVED DISCIPLES, AND THE WORK OF MIRACLES AND OF HEALING DID CEASE BECAUSE OF THE INIQUITY OF THE PEOPLE. AND THERE WERE NO GIFTS FROM THE LORD, AND THE HOLY GHOST DID NOT COME UPON ANY, BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS AND UNBELIEF. AND I, BEING FIFTEEN YEARS OF AGE AND BEING SOMEWHAT OF A SOBER MIND, THEREFORE I WAS VISITED OF THE LORD, AND TASTED AND KNEW OF THE GOODNESS OF JESUS. AND I DID ENDEAVOR TO PREACH UNTO THIS PEOPLE, BUT MY MOUTH WAS SHUT, AND I WAS FORBIDDEN THAT I SHOULD PREACH UNTO THEM; FOR BEHOLD THEY HAD WILFULLY REBELLED AGAINST THEIR GOD; AND THE BELOVED DISCIPLES WERE TAKEN AWAY OUT OF THE LAND, BECAUSE OF THEIR INIQUITY. BUT I DID REMAIN AMONG THEM, BUT I WAS FORBIDDEN TO PREACH UNTO THEM, BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS; AND BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS THE LAND WAS CURSED FOR THEIR SAKE. AND THESE GADIANTON ROBBERS, WHO WERE AMONG THE LAMANITES, DID INFEST THE LAND, INSOMUCH THAT THE INHABITANTS THEREOF BEGAN TO HIDE UP THEIR TREASURES IN THE EARTH; AND THEY BECAME SLIPPERY, BECAUSE THE LORD HAD CURSED THE LAND, THAT THEY COULD NOT HOLD THEM, NOR RETAIN THEM AGAIN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE SORCERIES, AND WITCHCRAFTS, AND MAGICS; AND THE POWER OF THE EVIL ONE WAS WROUGHT UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND, EVEN UNTO THE FULFILLING OF ALL THE WORDS OF ABINADI, AND ALSO SAMUEL THE LAMANITE. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THAT SAME YEAR THERE BEGAN TO BE A WAR AGAIN BETWEEN THE NEPHITES AND THE LAMANITES. AND NOTWITHSTANDING I BEING YOUNG, WAS LARGE IN STATURE; THEREFORE, THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI APPOINTED ME THAT I SHOULD BE THEIR LEADER, OR THE LEADER OF THEIR ARMIES. THEREFORE, IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN MY SIXTEENTH YEAR I DID GO FORTH AT THE HEAD OF AN ARMY OF THE NEPHITES, AGAINST THE LAMANITES; THEREFORE, THREE HUNDRED AND TWENTY AND SIX YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND TWENTY AND SEVENTH YEAR THE LAMANITES DID COME UPON US WITH EXCEEDINGLY GREAT POWER, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID FRIGHTEN MY ARMIES; THEREFORE, THEY WOULD NOT FIGHT, AND THEY BEGAN TO RETREAT TOWARDS THE NORTH COUNTRIES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID COME TO THE CITY OF ANGOLA, AND WE DID TAKE POSSESSION OF THE CITY, AND MAKE PREPARATIONS TO DEFEND OURSELVES AGAINST THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID FORTIFY THE CITY WITH OUR MIGHT; BUT NOTWITHSTANDING ALL OUR FORTIFICATIONS THE LAMANITES DID COME UPON US AND DID DRIVE US OUT OF THE CITY. AND THEY DID ALSO DRIVE US FORTH OUT OF THE LAND OF DAVID. AND WE MARCHED FORTH AND CAME TO THE LAND OF JOSHUA, WHICH WAS IN THE BORDERS WEST BY THE SEASHORE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID GATHER IN OUR PEOPLE AS FAST AS IT WERE POSSIBLE, THAT WE MIGHT GET THEM TOGETHER IN ONE BODY. BUT BEHOLD, THE LAND WAS FILLED WITH ROBBERS AND WITH LAMANITES; AND NOTWITHSTANDING THE GREAT DESTRUCTION WHICH HUNG OVER MY PEOPLE, THEY DID NOT REPENT OF THEIR EVIL DOINGS; THEREFORE, THERE WAS BLOOD AND CARNAGE SPREAD THROUGHOUT ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND, BOTH ON THE PART OF THE NEPHITES AND ALSO ON THE PART OF THE LAMANITES; AND IT WAS ONE COMPLETE REVOLUTION THROUGHOUT ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND NOW, THE LAMANITES HAD A KING, AND HIS NAME WAS AARON; AND HE CAME AGAINST US WITH AN ARMY OF FORTY AND FOUR THOUSAND. AND BEHOLD, I WITHSTOOD HIM WITH FORTY AND TWO THOUSAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I BEAT HIM WITH MY ARMY THAT HE FLED BEFORE ME. AND BEHOLD, ALL THIS WAS DONE, AND THREE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE NEPHITES BEGAN TO REPENT OF THEIR INIQUITY, AND BEGAN TO CRY EVEN AS HAD BEEN PROPHESIED BY SAMUEL THE PROPHET; FOR BEHOLD NO MAN COULD KEEP THAT WHICH WAS HIS OWN, FOR THE THIEVES, AND THE ROBBERS, AND THE MURDERERS, AND THE MAGIC ART, AND THE WITCHCRAFT WHICH WAS IN THE LAND. THUS, THERE BEGAN TO BE A MOURNING AND A LAMENTATION IN ALL THE LAND BECAUSE OF THESE THINGS, AND MORE ESPECIALLY AMONG THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN I, MORMON, SAW THEIR LAMENTATION AND THEIR MOURNING AND THEIR SORROW BEFORE THE LORD, MY HEART DID BEGIN TO REJOICE WITHIN ME, KNOWING THE MERCIES AND THE LONG-SUFFERING OF THE LORD, THEREFORE SUPPOSING THAT HE WOULD BE MERCIFUL UNTO THEM THAT THEY WOULD AGAIN BECOME A RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE. BUT BEHOLD THIS MY JOY WAS VAIN, FOR THEIR SORROWING WAS NOT UNTO REPENTANCE, BECAUSE OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD; BUT IT WAS RATHER THE SORROWING OF THE DAMNED, BECAUSE THE LORD WOULD NOT ALWAYS SUFFER THEM TO TAKE HAPPINESS IN SIN. AND THEY DID NOT COME UNTO JESUS WITH BROKEN HEARTS AND CONTRITE SPIRITS, BUT THEY DID CURSE GOD, AND WISH TO DIE. NEVERTHELESS, THEY WOULD STRUGGLE WITH THE SWORD FOR THEIR LIVES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MY SORROW DID RETURN UNTO ME AGAIN, AND I SAW THAT THE DAY OF GRACE WAS PASSED WITH THEM, BOTH TEMPORALLY AND SPIRITUALLY; FOR I SAW THOUSANDS OF THEM HEWN DOWN IN OPEN REBELLION AGAINST THEIR GOD, AND HEAPED UP AS DUNG UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND THUS, THREE HUNDRED AND FORTY AND FOUR YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND FORTY AND FIFTH YEAR THE NEPHITES DID BEGIN TO FLEE BEFORE THE LAMANITES; AND THEY WERE PURSUED UNTIL THEY CAME EVEN TO THE LAND OF JASHON, BEFORE IT WAS POSSIBLE TO STOP THEM IN THEIR RETREAT. AND NOW, THE CITY OF JASHON WAS NEAR THE LAND WHERE AMMARON HAD DEPOSITED THE RECORDS UNTO THE LORD, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE DESTROYED. AND BEHOLD I HAD GONE ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF AMMARON, AND TAKEN THE PLATES OF NEPHI, AND DID MAKE A RECORD ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF AMMARON. AND UPON THE PLATES OF NEPHI I DID MAKE A FULL ACCOUNT OF ALL THE WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS; BUT UPON THESE PLATES I DID FORBEAR TO MAKE A FULL ACCOUNT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS, FOR BEHOLD, A CONTINUAL SCENE OF WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS HAS BEEN BEFORE MINE EYES EVER SINCE I HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENT TO BEHOLD THE WAYS OF MAN. AND WO IS ME BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS; FOR MY HEART HAS BEEN FILLED WITH SORROW BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS, ALL MY DAYS; NEVERTHELESS, I KNOW THAT I SHALL BE LIFTED UP AT THE LAST DAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THIS YEAR THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI AGAIN WERE HUNTED AND DRIVEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE WERE DRIVEN FORTH UNTIL WE HAD COME NORTHWARD TO THE LAND WHICH WAS CALLED SHEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID FORTIFY THE CITY OF SHEM, AND WE DID GATHER IN OUR PEOPLE AS MUCH AS IT WERE POSSIBLE, THAT PERHAPS WE MIGHT SAVE THEM FROM DESTRUCTION. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND FORTY AND SIXTH YEAR THEY BEGAN TO COME UPON US AGAIN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I DID SPEAK UNTO MY PEOPLE, AND DID URGE THEM WITH GREAT ENERGY, THAT THEY WOULD STAND BOLDLY BEFORE THE LAMANITES AND FIGHT FOR THEIR WIVES, AND THEIR CHILDREN, AND THEIR HOUSES, AND THEIR HOMES. AND MY WORDS DID AROUSE THEM SOMEWHAT TO VIGOR, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID NOT FLEE FROM BEFORE THE LAMANITES, BUT DID STAND WITH BOLDNESS AGAINST THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID CONTEND WITH AN ARMY OF THIRTY THOUSAND AGAINST AN ARMY OF FIFTY THOUSAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID STAND BEFORE THEM WITH SUCH FIRMNESS THAT THEY DID FLEE FROM BEFORE US. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD FLED, WE DID PURSUE THEM WITH OUR ARMIES, AND DID MEET THEM AGAIN, AND DID BEAT THEM; NEVERTHELESS, THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD WAS NOT WITH US; YEA, WE WERE LEFT TO OURSELVES, THAT THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD DID NOT ABIDE IN US; THEREFORE, WE HAD BECOME WEAK LIKE UNTO OUR BRETHREN. AND MY HEART DID SORROW BECAUSE OF THIS THE GREAT CALAMITY OF MY PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS AND THEIR ABOMINATIONS. BUT BEHOLD, WE DID GO FORTH AGAINST THE LAMANITES AND THE ROBBERS OF GADIANTON, UNTIL WE HAD AGAIN TAKEN POSSESSION OF THE LANDS OF OUR INHERITANCE. AND THE THREE HUNDRED AND FORTY AND NINTH YEAR HAD PASSED AWAY. AND IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTIETH YEAR WE MADE A TREATY WITH THE LAMANITES AND THE ROBBERS OF GADIANTON, IN WHICH WE DID GET THE LANDS OF OUR INHERITANCE DIVIDED. AND THE LAMANITES DID GIVE UNTO US THE LAND NORTHWARD, YEA, EVEN TO THE NARROW PASSAGE WHICH LED INTO THE LAND SOUTHWARD. AND WE DID GIVE UNTO THE LAMANITES ALL THE LAND SOUTHWARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES DID NOT COME TO BATTLE AGAIN UNTIL TEN YEARS MORE HAD PASSED AWAY. AND BEHOLD, I HAD EMPLOYED MY PEOPLE, THE NEPHITES, IN PREPARING THEIR LANDS AND THEIR ARMS AGAINST THE TIME OF BATTLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD DID SAY UNTO ME: CRY UNTO THIS PEOPLE—REPENT YE, AND COME UNTO ME, AND BE YE BAPTIZED, AND BUILD UP AGAIN MY CHURCH, AND YE SHALL BE SPARED. AND I DID CRY UNTO THIS PEOPLE, BUT IT WAS IN VAIN; AND THEY DID NOT REALIZE THAT IT WAS THE LORD THAT HAD SPARED THEM, AND GRANTED UNTO THEM A CHANCE FOR REPENTANCE. AND BEHOLD THEY DID HARDEN THEIR HEARTS AGAINST THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THIS TENTH YEAR HAD PASSED AWAY, MAKING, IN THE WHOLE, THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY YEARS FROM THE COMING OF CHRIST, THE KING OF THE LAMANITES SENT AN EPISTLE UNTO ME, WHICH GAVE UNTO ME TO KNOW THAT THEY WERE PREPARING TO COME AGAIN TO BATTLE AGAINST US. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I DID CAUSE MY PEOPLE THAT THEY SHOULD GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER AT THE LAND DESOLATION, TO A CITY WHICH WAS IN THE BORDERS, BY THE NARROW PASS WHICH LED INTO THE LAND SOUTHWARD. AND THERE WE DID PLACE OUR ARMIES, THAT WE MIGHT STOP THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT GET POSSESSION OF ANY OF OUR LANDS; THEREFORE, WE DID FORTIFY AGAINST THEM WITH ALL OUR FORCE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY AND FIRST YEAR THE LAMANITES DID COME DOWN TO THE CITY OF DESOLATION TO BATTLE AGAINST US; AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THAT YEAR WE DID BEAT THEM, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID RETURN TO THEIR OWN LANDS AGAIN. AND IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY AND SECOND YEAR THEY DID COME DOWN AGAIN TO BATTLE. AND WE DID BEAT THEM AGAIN, AND DID SLAY A GREAT NUMBER OF THEM, AND THEIR DEAD WERE CAST INTO THE SEA. AND NOW, BECAUSE OF THIS GREAT THING WHICH MY PEOPLE, THE NEPHITES, HAD DONE, THEY BEGAN TO BOAST IN THEIR OWN STRENGTH, AND BEGAN TO SWEAR BEFORE THE HEAVENS THAT THEY WOULD AVENGE THEMSELVES OF THE BLOOD OF THEIR BRETHREN WHO HAD BEEN SLAIN BY THEIR ENEMIES. AND THEY DID SWEAR BY THE HEAVENS, AND ALSO BY THE THRONE OF GOD, THAT THEY WOULD GO UP TO BATTLE AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES, AND WOULD CUT THEM OFF FROM THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I, MORMON, DID UTTERLY REFUSE FROM THIS TIME FORTH TO BE A COMMANDER AND A LEADER OF THIS PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATION. BEHOLD, I HAD LED THEM, NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR WICKEDNESS I HAD LED THEM MANY TIMES TO BATTLE, AND HAD LOVED THEM, ACCORDING TO THE LOVE OF GOD WHICH WAS IN ME, WITH ALL MY HEART; AND MY SOUL HAD BEEN POURED OUT IN PRAYER UNTO MY GOD ALL THE DAY LONG FOR THEM; NEVERTHELESS, IT WAS WITHOUT FAITH, BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS. AND THRICE HAVE I DELIVERED THEM OUT OF THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND THEY HAVE REPENTED NOT OF THEIR SINS. AND WHEN THEY HAD SWORN BY ALL THAT HAD BEEN FORBIDDEN THEM BY OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, THAT THEY WOULD GO UP UNTO THEIR ENEMIES TO BATTLE, AND AVENGE THEMSELVES OF THE BLOOD OF THEIR BRETHREN, BEHOLD THE VOICE OF THE LORD CAME UNTO ME, SAYING: VENGEANCE IS MINE, AND I WILL REPAY; AND BECAUSE THIS PEOPLE REPENTED NOT AFTER I HAD DELIVERED THEM, BEHOLD, THEY SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I UTTERLY REFUSED TO GO UP AGAINST MINE ENEMIES; AND I DID EVEN AS THE LORD HAD COMMANDED ME; AND I DID STAND AS AN IDLE WITNESS TO MANIFEST UNTO THE WORLD THE THINGS WHICH I SAW AND HEARD, ACCORDING TO THE MANIFESTATIONS OF THE SPIRIT WHICH HAD TESTIFIED OF THINGS TO COME. THEREFORE I WRITE UNTO YOU, GENTILES, AND ALSO UNTO YOU, HOUSE OF ISRAEL, WHEN THE WORK SHALL COMMENCE, THAT YE SHALL BE ABOUT TO PREPARE TO RETURN TO THE LAND OF YOUR INHERITANCE; YEA, BEHOLD, I WRITE UNTO ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH; YEA, UNTO YOU, TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL, WHO SHALL BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO YOUR WORKS BY THE TWELVE WHOM JESUS CHOSE TO BE HIS DISCIPLES IN THE LAND OF JERUSALEM. AND I WRITE ALSO UNTO THE REMNANT OF THIS PEOPLE, WHO SHALL ALSO BE JUDGED BY THE TWELVE WHOM JESUS CHOSE IN THIS LAND; AND THEY SHALL BE JUDGED BY THE OTHER TWELVE WHOM JESUS CHOSE IN THE LAND OF JERUSALEM. AND THESE THINGS DOTH THE SPIRIT MANIFEST UNTO ME; THEREFORE, I WRITE UNTO YOU ALL. AND FOR THIS CAUSE I WRITE UNTO YOU, THAT YE MAY KNOW THAT YE MUST ALL STAND BEFORE THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF CHRIST, YEA, EVERY SOUL WHO BELONGS TO THE WHOLE HUMAN FAMILY OF ADAM; AND YE MUST STAND TO BE JUDGED OF YOUR WORKS, WHETHER THEY BE GOOD OR EVIL; AND ALSO THAT YE MAY BELIEVE THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, WHICH YE SHALL HAVE AMONG YOU; AND ALSO THAT THE JEWS, THE COVENANT PEOPLE OF THE LORD, SHALL HAVE OTHER WITNESS BESIDES HIM WHOM THEY SAW AND HEARD, THAT JESUS, WHOM THEY SLEW, WAS THE VERY CHRIST AND THE VERY GOD. AND I WOULD THAT I COULD PERSUADE ALL YE ENDS OF THE EARTH TO REPENT AND PREPARE TO STAND BEFORE THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF CHRIST.
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AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY AND THIRD YEAR THE NEPHITES DID GO UP WITH THEIR ARMIES TO BATTLE AGAINST THE LAMANITES, OUT OF THE LAND DESOLATION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES WERE DRIVEN BACK AGAIN TO THE LAND OF DESOLATION. AND WHILE THEY WERE YET WEARY, A FRESH ARMY OF THE LAMANITES DID COME UPON THEM; AND THEY HAD A SORE BATTLE, INSOMUCH THAT THE LAMANITES DID TAKE POSSESSION OF THE CITY DESOLATION, AND DID SLAY MANY OF THE NEPHITES, AND DID TAKE MANY PRISONERS. AND THE REMAINDER DID FLEE AND JOIN THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITY TEANCUM. NOW THE CITY TEANCUM LAY IN THE BORDERS BY THE SEASHORE; AND IT WAS ALSO NEAR THE CITY DESOLATION. AND IT WAS BECAUSE THE ARMIES OF THE NEPHITES WENT UP UNTO THE LAMANITES THAT THEY BEGAN TO BE SMITTEN; FOR WERE IT NOT FOR THAT, THE LAMANITES COULD HAVE HAD NO POWER OVER THEM. BUT, BEHOLD, THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD WILL OVERTAKE THE WICKED; AND IT IS BY THE WICKED THAT THE WICKED ARE PUNISHED; FOR IT IS THE WICKED THAT STIR UP THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN UNTO BLOODSHED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES DID MAKE PREPARATIONS TO COME AGAINST THE CITY TEANCUM. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY AND FOURTH YEAR THE LAMANITES DID COME AGAINST THE CITY TEANCUM, THAT THEY MIGHT TAKE POSSESSION OF THE CITY TEANCUM ALSO. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE REPULSED AND DRIVEN BACK BY THE NEPHITES. AND WHEN THE NEPHITES SAW THAT THEY HAD DRIVEN THE LAMANITES THEY DID AGAIN BOAST OF THEIR OWN STRENGTH; AND THEY WENT FORTH IN THEIR OWN MIGHT, AND TOOK POSSESSION AGAIN OF THE CITY DESOLATION. AND NOW ALL THESE THINGS HAD BEEN DONE, AND THERE HAD BEEN THOUSANDS SLAIN ON BOTH SIDES, BOTH THE NEPHITES AND THE LAMANITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY AND SIXTH YEAR HAD PASSED AWAY, AND THE LAMANITES CAME AGAIN UPON THE NEPHITES TO BATTLE; AND YET THE NEPHITES REPENTED NOT OF THE EVIL THEY HAD DONE, BUT PERSISTED IN THEIR WICKEDNESS CONTINUALLY. AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE TONGUE TO DESCRIBE, OR FOR MAN TO WRITE A PERFECT DESCRIPTION OF THE HORRIBLE SCENE OF THE BLOOD AND CARNAGE WHICH WAS AMONG THE PEOPLE, BOTH OF THE NEPHITES AND OF THE LAMANITES; AND EVERY HEART WAS HARDENED, SO THAT THEY DELIGHTED IN THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD CONTINUALLY. AND THERE NEVER HAD BEEN SO GREAT WICKEDNESS AMONG ALL THE CHILDREN OF LEHI, NOR EVEN AMONG ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE LORD, AS WAS AMONG THIS PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES DID TAKE POSSESSION OF THE CITY DESOLATION, AND THIS BECAUSE THEIR NUMBER DID EXCEED THE NUMBER OF THE NEPHITES. AND THEY DID ALSO MARCH FORWARD AGAINST THE CITY TEANCUM, AND DID DRIVE THE INHABITANTS FORTH OUT OF HER, AND DID TAKE MANY PRISONERS BOTH WOMEN AND CHILDREN, AND DID OFFER THEM UP AS SACRIFICES UNTO THEIR IDOL GODS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY AND SEVENTH YEAR, THE NEPHITES BEING ANGRY BECAUSE THE LAMANITES HAD SACRIFICED THEIR WOMEN AND THEIR CHILDREN, THAT THEY DID GO AGAINST THE LAMANITES WITH EXCEEDINGLY GREAT ANGER, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID BEAT AGAIN THE LAMANITES, AND DRIVE THEM OUT OF THEIR LANDS. AND THE LAMANITES DID NOT COME AGAIN AGAINST THE NEPHITES UNTIL THE THREE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY AND FIFTH YEAR. AND IN THIS YEAR, THEY DID COME DOWN AGAINST THE NEPHITES WITH ALL THEIR POWERS; AND THEY WERE NOT NUMBERED BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THEIR NUMBER. AND FROM THIS TIME FORTH DID THE NEPHITES GAIN NO POWER OVER THE LAMANITES, BUT BEGAN TO BE SWEPT OFF BY THEM EVEN AS A DEW BEFORE THE SUN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES DID COME DOWN AGAINST THE CITY DESOLATION; AND THERE WAS AN EXCEEDINGLY SORE BATTLE FOUGHT IN THE LAND DESOLATION, IN THE WHICH THEY DID BEAT THE NEPHITES. AND THEY FLED AGAIN FROM BEFORE THEM, AND THEY CAME TO THE CITY BOAZ; AND THERE THEY DID STAND AGAINST THE LAMANITES WITH EXCEEDING BOLDNESS, INSOMUCH THAT THE LAMANITES DID NOT BEAT THEM UNTIL THEY HAD COME AGAIN THE SECOND TIME. AND WHEN THEY HAD COME THE SECOND TIME, THE NEPHITES WERE DRIVEN AND SLAUGHTERED WITH AN EXCEEDINGLY GREAT SLAUGHTER; THEIR WOMEN AND THEIR CHILDREN WERE AGAIN SACRIFICED UNTO IDOLS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE NEPHITES DID AGAIN FLEE FROM BEFORE THEM, TAKING ALL THE INHABITANTS WITH THEM, BOTH IN TOWNS AND VILLAGES. AND NOW I, MORMON, SEEING THAT THE LAMANITES WERE ABOUT TO OVERTHROW THE LAND, THEREFORE I DID GO TO THE HILL SHIM, AND DID TAKE UP ALL THE RECORDS WHICH AMMARON HAD HID UP UNTO THE LORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I DID GO FORTH AMONG THE NEPHITES, AND DID REPENT OF THE OATH WHICH I HAD MADE THAT I WOULD NO MORE ASSIST THEM; AND THEY GAVE ME COMMAND AGAIN OF THEIR ARMIES, FOR THEY LOOKED UPON ME AS THOUGH I COULD DELIVER THEM FROM THEIR AFFLICTIONS. BUT BEHOLD, I WAS WITHOUT HOPE, FOR I KNEW THE JUDGMENTS OF THE LORD WHICH SHOULD COME UPON THEM; FOR THEY REPENTED NOT OF THEIR INIQUITIES, BUT DID STRUGGLE FOR THEIR LIVES WITHOUT CALLING UPON THAT BEING WHO CREATED THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LAMANITES DID COME AGAINST US AS WE HAD FLED TO THE CITY OF JORDAN; BUT BEHOLD, THEY WERE DRIVEN BACK THAT THEY DID NOT TAKE THE CITY AT THAT TIME. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY CAME AGAINST US AGAIN, AND WE DID MAINTAIN THE CITY. AND THERE WERE ALSO OTHER CITIES WHICH WERE MAINTAINED BY THE NEPHITES, WHICH STRONGHOLDS DID CUT THEM OFF THAT THEY COULD NOT GET INTO THE COUNTRY WHICH LAY BEFORE US, TO DESTROY THE INHABITANTS OF OUR LAND. BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHATSOEVER LANDS WE HAD PASSED BY, AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF WERE NOT GATHERED IN, WERE DESTROYED BY THE LAMANITES, AND THEIR TOWNS, AND VILLAGES, AND CITIES WERE BURNED WITH FIRE; AND THUS, THREE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY AND NINE YEARS PASSED AWAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHTIETH YEAR THE LAMANITES DID COME AGAIN AGAINST US TO BATTLE, AND WE DID STAND AGAINST THEM BOLDLY; BUT IT WAS ALL IN VAIN, FOR SO GREAT WERE THEIR NUMBERS THAT THEY DID TREAD THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES UNDER THEIR FEET. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID AGAIN TAKE TO FLIGHT, AND THOSE WHOSE FLIGHT WAS SWIFTER THAN THE LAMANITES’ DID ESCAPE, AND THOSE WHOSE FLIGHT DID NOT EXCEED THE LAMANITES’ WERE SWEPT DOWN AND DESTROYED. AND NOW BEHOLD, I, MORMON, DO NOT DESIRE TO HARROW UP THE SOULS OF MEN IN CASTING BEFORE THEM SUCH AN AWFUL SCENE OF BLOOD AND CARNAGE AS WAS LAID BEFORE MINE EYES; BUT I, KNOWING THAT THESE THINGS MUST SURELY BE MADE KNOWN, AND THAT ALL THINGS WHICH ARE HID MUST BE REVEALED UPON THE HOUSE-TOPS—AND ALSO THAT A KNOWLEDGE OF THESE THINGS MUST COME UNTO THE REMNANT OF THESE PEOPLE, AND ALSO UNTO THE GENTILES, WHO THE LORD HATH SAID SHOULD SCATTER THIS PEOPLE, AND THIS PEOPLE SHOULD BE COUNTED AS NAUGHT AMONG THEM—THEREFORE I WRITE A SMALL ABRIDGMENT, DARING NOT TO GIVE A FULL ACCOUNT OF THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE SEEN, BECAUSE OF THE COMMANDMENT WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED, AND ALSO THAT YE MIGHT NOT HAVE TOO GREAT SORROW BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THIS PEOPLE. AND NOW BEHOLD, THIS I SPEAK UNTO THEIR SEED, AND ALSO TO THE GENTILES WHO HAVE CARE FOR THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, THAT REALIZE AND KNOW FROM WHENCE THEIR BLESSINGS COME. FOR I KNOW THAT SUCH WILL SORROW FOR THE CALAMITY OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; YEA, THEY WILL SORROW FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THIS PEOPLE; THEY WILL SORROW THAT THIS PEOPLE HAD NOT REPENTED THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE BEEN CLASPED IN THE ARMS OF JESUS. NOW THESE THINGS ARE WRITTEN UNTO THE REMNANT OF THE HOUSE OF JACOB; AND THEY ARE WRITTEN AFTER THIS MANNER, BECAUSE IT IS KNOWN OF GOD THAT WICKEDNESS WILL NOT BRING THEM FORTH UNTO THEM; AND THEY ARE TO BE HID UP UNTO THE LORD THAT THEY MAY COME FORTH IN HIS OWN DUE TIME. AND THIS IS THE COMMANDMENT WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED; AND BEHOLD, THEY SHALL COME FORTH ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD, WHEN HE SHALL SEE FIT, IN HIS WISDOM. AND BEHOLD, THEY SHALL GO UNTO THE UNBELIEVING OF THE JEWS; AND FOR THIS INTENT SHALL THEY GO—THAT THEY MAY BE PERSUADED THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD; THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] MAY BRING ABOUT, THROUGH HIS MOST BELOVED, HIS GREAT AND ETERNAL PURPOSE, IN RESTORING THE JEWS, OR ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, TO THE LAND OF THEIR INHERITANCE, WHICH THE LORD THEIR GOD HATH GIVEN THEM, UNTO THE FULFILLING OF HIS COVENANT; AND ALSO THAT THE SEED OF THIS PEOPLE MAY MORE FULLY BELIEVE HIS GOSPEL, WHICH SHALL GO FORTH UNTO THEM FROM THE GENTILES; FOR THIS PEOPLE SHALL BE SCATTERED, AND SHALL BECOME A DARK, A FILTHY, AND A LOATHSOME PEOPLE, BEYOND THE DESCRIPTION OF THAT WHICH EVER HATH BEEN AMONGST US, YEA, EVEN THAT WHICH HATH BEEN AMONG THE LAMANITES, AND THIS BECAUSE OF THEIR UNBELIEF AND IDOLATRY. FOR BEHOLD, THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD HATH ALREADY CEASED TO STRIVE WITH THEIR FATHERS; AND THEY ARE WITHOUT CHRIST AND GOD IN THE WORLD; AND THEY ARE DRIVEN ABOUT AS CHAFF BEFORE THE WIND. THEY WERE ONCE A DELIGHTSOME PEOPLE, AND THEY HAD CHRIST FOR THEIR SHEPHERD; YEA, THEY WERE LED EVEN BY GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. BUT NOW, BEHOLD, THEY ARE LED ABOUT BY SATAN, EVEN AS CHAFF IS DRIVEN BEFORE THE WIND, OR AS A VESSEL IS TOSSED ABOUT UPON THE WAVES, WITHOUT SAIL OR ANCHOR, OR WITHOUT ANYTHING WHEREWITH TO STEER HER; AND EVEN AS SHE IS, SO ARE THEY. AND BEHOLD, THE LORD HATH RESERVED THEIR BLESSINGS, WHICH THEY MIGHT HAVE RECEIVED IN THE LAND, FOR THE GENTILES WHO SHALL POSSESS THE LAND. BUT BEHOLD, IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT THEY SHALL BE DRIVEN AND SCATTERED BY THE GENTILES; AND AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN DRIVEN AND SCATTERED BY THE GENTILES, BEHOLD, THEN WILL THE LORD REMEMBER THE COVENANT WHICH HE MADE UNTO ABRAHAM AND UNTO ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND ALSO, THE LORD WILL REMEMBER THE PRAYERS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, WHICH HAVE BEEN PUT UP UNTO HIM FOR THEM. AND THEN, O YE GENTILES, HOW CAN YE STAND BEFORE THE POWER OF GOD, EXCEPT YE SHALL REPENT AND TURN FROM YOUR EVIL WAYS? KNOW YE NOT THAT YE ARE IN THE HANDS OF GOD? KNOW YE NOT THAT HE HATH ALL POWER, AND AT HIS GREAT COMMAND THE EARTH SHALL BE ROLLED TOGETHER AS A SCROLL? THEREFORE, REPENT YE, AND HUMBLE YOURSELVES BEFORE HIM, LEST HE SHALL COME OUT IN JUSTICE AGAINST YOU—LEST A REMNANT OF THE SEED OF JACOB SHALL GO FORTH AMONG YOU AS A LION, AND TEAR YOU IN PIECES, AND THERE IS NONE TO DELIVER.
MORMON 3
AND NOW I FINISH MY RECORD CONCERNING THE DESTRUCTION OF MY PEOPLE, THE NEPHITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID MARCH FORTH BEFORE THE LAMANITES. AND I, MORMON, WROTE AN EPISTLE UNTO THE KING OF THE LAMANITES, AND DESIRED OF HIM THAT HE WOULD GRANT UNTO US THAT WE MIGHT GATHER TOGETHER OUR PEOPLE UNTO THE LAND OF CUMORAH, BY A HILL WHICH WAS CALLED CUMORAH, AND THERE WE COULD GIVE THEM BATTLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE KING OF THE LAMANITES DID GRANT UNTO ME THE THING WHICH I DESIRED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE DID MARCH FORTH TO THE LAND OF CUMORAH, AND WE DID PITCH OUR TENTS AROUND ABOUT THE HILL CUMORAH; AND IT WAS IN A LAND OF MANY WATERS, RIVERS, AND FOUNTAINS; AND HERE WE HAD HOPE TO GAIN ADVANTAGE OVER THE LAMANITES. AND WHEN THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY AND FOUR YEARS HAD PASSED AWAY, WE HAD GATHERED IN ALL THE REMAINDER OF OUR PEOPLE UNTO THE LAND OF CUMORAH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN WE HAD GATHERED IN ALL OUR PEOPLE IN ONE TO THE LAND OF CUMORAH, BEHOLD I, MORMON, BEGAN TO BE OLD; AND KNOWING IT TO BE THE LAST STRUGGLE OF MY PEOPLE, AND HAVING BEEN COMMANDED OF THE LORD THAT I SHOULD NOT SUFFER THE RECORDS WHICH HAD BEEN HANDED DOWN BY OUR FATHERS, WHICH WERE SACRED, TO FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE LAMANITES, (FOR THE LAMANITES WOULD DESTROY THEM) THEREFORE I MADE THIS RECORD OUT OF THE PLATES OF NEPHI, AND HID UP IN THE HILL CUMORAH ALL THE RECORDS WHICH HAD BEEN ENTRUSTED TO ME BY THE HAND OF THE LORD, SAVE IT WERE THESE FEW PLATES WHICH I GAVE UNTO MY SON MORONI. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MY PEOPLE, WITH THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN, DID NOW BEHOLD THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES MARCHING TOWARDS THEM; AND WITH THAT AWFUL FEAR OF DEATH WHICH FILLS THE BREASTS OF ALL THE WICKED, DID THEY AWAIT TO RECEIVE THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY CAME TO BATTLE AGAINST US, AND EVERY SOUL WAS FILLED WITH TERROR BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THEIR NUMBERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID FALL UPON MY PEOPLE WITH THE SWORD, AND WITH THE BOW, AND WITH THE ARROW, AND WITH THE AX, AND WITH ALL MANNER OF WEAPONS OF WAR. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MY MEN WERE HEWN DOWN, YEA, EVEN MY TEN THOUSAND WHO WERE WITH ME, AND I FELL WOUNDED IN THE MIDST; AND THEY PASSED BY ME THAT THEY DID NOT PUT AN END TO MY LIFE. AND WHEN THEY HAD GONE THROUGH AND HEWN DOWN ALL MY PEOPLE SAVE IT WERE TWENTY AND FOUR OF US, (AMONG WHOM WAS MY SON MORONI) AND WE HAVING SURVIVED THE DEAD OF OUR PEOPLE, DID BEHOLD ON THE MORROW, WHEN THE LAMANITES HAD RETURNED UNTO THEIR CAMPS, FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL CUMORAH, THE TEN THOUSAND OF MY PEOPLE WHO WERE HEWN DOWN, BEING LED IN THE FRONT BY ME. AND WE ALSO BEHELD THE TEN THOUSAND OF MY PEOPLE WHO WERE LED BY MY SON MORONI. AND BEHOLD, THE TEN THOUSAND OF GIDGIDDONAH HAD FALLEN, AND HE ALSO IN THE MIDST. AND LAMAH HAD FALLEN WITH HIS TEN THOUSAND; AND GILGAL HAD FALLEN WITH HIS TEN THOUSAND; AND LIMHAH HAD FALLEN WITH HIS TEN THOUSAND; AND JENEUM HAD FALLEN WITH HIS TEN THOUSAND; AND CUMENIHAH, AND MORONIHAH, AND ANTIONUM, AND SHIBLOM, AND SHEM, AND JOSH, HAD FALLEN WITH THEIR TEN THOUSAND EACH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE TEN MORE WHO DID FALL BY THE SWORD, WITH THEIR TEN THOUSAND EACH; YEA, EVEN ALL MY PEOPLE, SAVE IT WERE THOSE TWENTY AND FOUR WHO WERE WITH ME, AND ALSO A FEW WHO HAD ESCAPED INTO THE SOUTH COUNTRIES, AND A FEW WHO HAD DESERTED OVER UNTO THE LAMANITES, HAD FALLEN; AND THEIR FLESH, AND BONES, AND BLOOD LAY UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, BEING LEFT BY THE HANDS OF THOSE WHO SLEW THEM TO MOLDER UPON THE LAND, AND TO CRUMBLE AND TO RETURN TO THEIR MOTHER EARTH. AND MY SOUL WAS RENT WITH ANGUISH, BECAUSE OF THE SLAIN OF MY PEOPLE, AND I CRIED: O YE FAIR ONES, HOW COULD YE HAVE DEPARTED FROM THE WAYS OF THE LORD! O YE FAIR ONES, HOW COULD YE HAVE REJECTED THAT JESUS, WHO STOOD WITH OPEN ARMS TO RECEIVE YOU! BEHOLD, IF YE HAD NOT DONE THIS, YE WOULD NOT HAVE FALLEN. BUT BEHOLD, YE ARE FALLEN, AND I MOURN YOUR LOSS. O YE FAIR SONS AND DAUGHTERS, YE FATHERS AND MOTHERS, YE HUSBANDS AND WIVES, YE FAIR ONES, HOW IS IT THAT YE COULD HAVE FALLEN! BUT BEHOLD, YE ARE GONE, AND MY SORROWS CANNOT BRING YOUR RETURN. AND THE DAY SOON COMETH THAT YOUR MORTAL MUST PUT ON IMMORTALITY, AND THESE BODIES WHICH ARE NOW MOLDERING IN CORRUPTION MUST SOON BECOME INCORRUPTIBLE BODIES; AND THEN YE MUST STAND BEFORE THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF CHRIST, TO BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO YOUR WORKS; AND IF IT SO BE THAT YE ARE RIGHTEOUS, THEN ARE YE BLESSED WITH YOUR FATHERS WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE YOU. O THAT YE HAD REPENTED BEFORE THIS GREAT DESTRUCTION HAD COME UPON YOU. BUT BEHOLD, YE ARE GONE, AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN], YEA, THE ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN] OF HEAVEN, KNOWETH YOUR STATE; AND HE DOETH WITH YOU ACCORDING TO HIS JUSTICE AND MERCY. AND NOW, BEHOLD, I WOULD SPEAK SOMEWHAT UNTO THE REMNANT OF THIS PEOPLE WHO ARE SPARED, IF IT SO BE THAT GOD MAY GIVE UNTO THEM MY WORDS, THAT THEY MAY KNOW OF THE THINGS OF THEIR FATHERS; YEA, I SPEAK UNTO YOU, YE REMNANT OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; AND THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH I SPEAK: KNOW YE THAT YE ARE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. KNOW YE THAT YE MUST COME UNTO REPENTANCE, OR YE CANNOT BE SAVED. KNOW YE THAT YE MUST LAY DOWN YOUR WEAPONS OF WAR, AND DELIGHT NO MORE IN THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD, AND TAKE THEM NOT AGAIN, SAVE IT BE THAT GOD SHALL COMMAND YOU. KNOW YE THAT YE MUST COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF YOUR FATHERS, AND REPENT OF ALL YOUR SINS AND INIQUITIES, AND BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST, THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD, AND THAT HE WAS SLAIN BY THE JEWS, AND BY THE POWER OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HE HATH RISEN AGAIN, WHEREBY HE HATH GAINED THE VICTORY OVER THE GRAVE; AND ALSO, IN HIM IS THE STING OF DEATH SWALLOWED UP. AND HE BRINGETH TO PASS THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, WHEREBY MAN MUST BE RAISED TO STAND BEFORE HIS JUDGMENT-SEAT. AND HE HATH BROUGHT TO PASS THE REDEMPTION OF THE WORLD, WHEREBY HE THAT IS FOUND GUILTLESS BEFORE HIM AT THE JUDGMENT DAY HATH IT GIVEN UNTO HIM TO DWELL IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD IN HIS KINGDOM, TO SING CEASELESS PRAISES WITH THE CHOIRS ABOVE, UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND UNTO THE SON [ENOCH], AND UNTO THE HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24], WHICH ARE ONE GOD, IN A STATE OF HAPPINESS WHICH HATH NO END. THEREFORE REPENT, AND BE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF JESUS, AND LAY HOLD UPON THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST, WHICH SHALL BE SET BEFORE YOU, NOT ONLY IN THIS RECORD BUT ALSO IN THE RECORD WHICH SHALL COME UNTO THE GENTILES FROM THE JEWS, WHICH RECORD SHALL COME FROM THE GENTILES UNTO YOU. FOR BEHOLD, THIS IS WRITTEN FOR THE INTENT THAT YE MAY BELIEVE THAT; AND IF YE BELIEVE THAT YE WILL BELIEVE THIS ALSO; AND IF YE BELIEVE THIS YE WILL KNOW CONCERNING YOUR FATHERS, AND ALSO THE MARVELOUS WORKS WHICH WERE WROUGHT BY THE POWER OF GOD AMONG THEM. AND YE WILL ALSO KNOW THAT YE ARE A REMNANT OF THE SEED OF JACOB; THEREFORE YE ARE NUMBERED AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE FIRST COVENANT; AND IF IT SO BE THAT YE BELIEVE IN CHRIST, AND ARE BAPTIZED, FIRST WITH WATER, THEN WITH FIRE AND WITH THE HOLY GHOST, FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF OUR SAVIOR, ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH HE HATH COMMANDED US, IT SHALL BE WELL WITH YOU IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. AMEN.
MORMON 4
BEHOLD I, MORONI, DO FINISH THE RECORD OF MY FATHER, MORMON. BEHOLD, I HAVE BUT FEW THINGS TO WRITE, WHICH THINGS I HAVE BEEN COMMANDED BY MY FATHER. AND NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THE GREAT AND TREMENDOUS BATTLE AT CUMORAH, BEHOLD, THE NEPHITES WHO HAD ESCAPED INTO THE COUNTRY SOUTHWARD WERE HUNTED BY THE LAMANITES, UNTIL THEY WERE ALL DESTROYED. AND MY FATHER ALSO WAS KILLED BY THEM, AND I EVEN REMAIN ALONE TO WRITE THE SAD TALE OF THE DESTRUCTION OF MY PEOPLE. BUT BEHOLD, THEY ARE GONE, AND I FULFIL THE COMMANDMENT OF MY FATHER. AND WHETHER THEY WILL SLAY ME, I KNOW NOT. THEREFORE, I WILL WRITE AND HIDE UP THE RECORDS IN THE EARTH; AND WHITHER I GO IT MATTERETH NOT. BEHOLD, MY FATHER HATH MADE THIS RECORD, AND HE HATH WRITTEN THE INTENT THEREOF. AND BEHOLD, I WOULD WRITE IT ALSO IF I HAD ROOM UPON THE PLATES, BUT I HAVE NOT; AND ORE I HAVE NONE, FOR I AM ALONE. MY FATHER HATH BEEN SLAIN IN BATTLE, AND ALL MY KINSFOLK, AND I HAVE NOT FRIENDS NOR WHITHER TO GO; AND HOW LONG THE LORD WILL SUFFER THAT I MAY LIVE I KNOW NOT. BEHOLD, FOUR HUNDRED YEARS HAVE PASSED AWAY SINCE THE COMING OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR. AND BEHOLD, THE LAMANITES HAVE HUNTED MY PEOPLE, THE NEPHITES, DOWN FROM CITY TO CITY AND FROM PLACE TO PLACE, EVEN UNTIL THEY ARE NO MORE; AND GREAT HAS BEEN THEIR FALL; YEA, GREAT AND MARVELOUS IS THE DESTRUCTION OF MY PEOPLE, THE NEPHITES. AND BEHOLD, IT IS THE HAND OF THE LORD WHICH HATH DONE IT. AND BEHOLD ALSO, THE LAMANITES ARE AT WAR ONE WITH ANOTHER; AND THE WHOLE FACE OF THIS LAND IS ONE CONTINUAL ROUND OF MURDER AND BLOODSHED; AND NO ONE KNOWETH THE END OF THE WAR. AND NOW, BEHOLD, I SAY NO MORE CONCERNING THEM, FOR THERE ARE NONE SAVE IT BE THE LAMANITES AND ROBBERS THAT DO EXIST UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND THERE ARE NONE THAT DO KNOW THE TRUE GOD SAVE IT BE THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS, WHO DID TARRY IN THE LAND UNTIL THE WICKEDNESS OF THE PEOPLE WAS SO GREAT THAT THE LORD WOULD NOT SUFFER THEM TO REMAIN WITH THE PEOPLE; AND WHETHER THEY BE UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND NO MAN KNOWETH. BUT BEHOLD, MY FATHER AND I HAVE SEEN THEM, AND THEY HAVE MINISTERED UNTO US. AND WHOSO RECEIVETH THIS RECORD, AND SHALL NOT CONDEMN IT BECAUSE OF THE IMPERFECTIONS WHICH ARE IN IT, THE SAME SHALL KNOW OF GREATER THINGS THAN THESE. BEHOLD, I AM MORONI; AND WERE IT POSSIBLE, I WOULD MAKE ALL THINGS KNOWN UNTO YOU. BEHOLD, I MAKE AN END OF SPEAKING CONCERNING THIS PEOPLE. I AM THE SON OF MORMON, AND MY FATHER WAS A DESCENDANT OF NEPHI. AND I AM THE SAME WHO HIDETH UP THIS RECORD UNTO THE LORD; THE PLATES THEREOF ARE OF NO WORTH, BECAUSE OF THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD. FOR HE TRULY SAITH THAT NO ONE SHALL HAVE THEM TO GET GAIN; BUT THE RECORD THEREOF IS OF GREAT WORTH; AND WHOSO SHALL BRING IT TO LIGHT, HIM WILL THE LORD BLESS. FOR NONE CAN HAVE POWER TO BRING IT TO LIGHT SAVE IT BE GIVEN HIM OF GOD; FOR GOD WILLS THAT IT SHALL BE DONE WITH AN EYE SINGLE TO HIS GLORY, OR THE WELFARE OF THE ANCIENT AND LONG DISPERSED COVENANT PEOPLE OF THE LORD. AND BLESSED BE HE THAT SHALL BRING THIS THING TO LIGHT; FOR IT SHALL BE BROUGHT OUT OF DARKNESS UNTO LIGHT, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD; YEA, IT SHALL BE BROUGHT OUT OF THE EARTH, AND IT SHALL SHINE FORTH OUT OF DARKNESS, AND COME UNTO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE PEOPLE; AND IT SHALL BE DONE BY THE POWER OF GOD. AND IF THERE BE FAULTS, THEY BE THE FAULTS OF A MAN. BUT BEHOLD, WE KNOW NO FAULT; NEVERTHELESS, GOD KNOWETH ALL THINGS; THEREFORE, HE THAT CONDEMNETH, LET HIM BE AWARE LEST HE SHALL BE IN DANGER OF HELL FIRE. AND HE THAT SAITH: SHOW UNTO ME, OR YE SHALL BE SMITTEN—LET HIM BEWARE LEST HE COMMANDETH THAT WHICH IS FORBIDDEN OF THE LORD. FOR BEHOLD, THE SAME THAT JUDGETH RASHLY SHALL BE JUDGED RASHLY AGAIN; FOR ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS SHALL HIS WAGES BE; THEREFORE, HE THAT SMITETH SHALL BE SMITTEN AGAIN, OF THE LORD. BEHOLD WHAT THE SCRIPTURE SAYS—MAN SHALL NOT SMITE, NEITHER SHALL HE JUDGE; FOR JUDGMENT IS MINE, SAITH THE LORD, AND VENGEANCE IS MINE ALSO, AND I WILL REPAY. AND HE THAT SHALL BREATHE OUT WRATH AND STRIFES AGAINST THE WORK OF THE LORD, AND AGAINST THE COVENANT PEOPLE OF THE LORD WHO ARE THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND SHALL SAY: WE WILL DESTROY THE WORK OF THE LORD, AND THE LORD WILL NOT REMEMBER HIS COVENANT WHICH HE HATH MADE UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL—THE SAME IS IN DANGER TO BE HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE; FOR THE ETERNAL PURPOSES OF THE LORD SHALL ROLL ON, UNTIL ALL HIS PROMISES SHALL BE FULFILLED. SEARCH THE PROPHECIES OF ISAIAH. BEHOLD, I CANNOT WRITE THEM. YEA, BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THOSE SAINTS WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE ME, WHO HAVE POSSESSED THIS LAND, SHALL CRY, YEA, EVEN FROM THE DUST WILL THEY CRY UNTO THE LORD; AND AS THE LORD LIVETH HE WILL REMEMBER THE COVENANT WHICH HE HATH MADE WITH THEM. AND HE KNOWETH THEIR PRAYERS, THAT THEY WERE IN BEHALF OF THEIR BRETHREN. AND HE KNOWETH THEIR FAITH, FOR IN HIS NAME COULD THEY REMOVE MOUNTAINS; AND IN HIS NAME COULD THEY CAUSE THE EARTH TO SHAKE; AND BY THE POWER OF HIS WORD DID THEY CAUSE PRISONS TO TUMBLE TO THE EARTH; YEA, EVEN THE FIERY FURNACE COULD NOT HARM THEM, NEITHER WILD BEASTS NOR POISONOUS SERPENTS, BECAUSE OF THE POWER OF HIS WORD. AND BEHOLD, THEIR PRAYERS WERE ALSO IN BEHALF OF HIM THAT THE LORD SHOULD SUFFER TO BRING THESE THINGS FORTH. AND NO ONE NEED SAY THEY SHALL NOT COME, FOR THEY SURELY SHALL, FOR THE LORD HATH SPOKEN IT; FOR OUT OF THE EARTH SHALL THEY COME, BY THE HAND OF THE LORD, AND NONE CAN STAY IT; AND IT SHALL COME IN A DAY WHEN IT SHALL BE SAID THAT MIRACLES ARE DONE AWAY; AND IT SHALL COME EVEN AS IF ONE SHOULD SPEAK FROM THE DEAD. AND IT SHALL COME IN A DAY WHEN THE BLOOD OF SAINTS SHALL CRY UNTO THE LORD, BECAUSE OF SECRET COMBINATIONS AND THE WORKS OF DARKNESS. YEA, IT SHALL COME IN A DAY WHEN THE POWER OF GOD SHALL BE DENIED, AND CHURCHES BECOME DEFILED AND BE LIFTED UP IN THE PRIDE OF THEIR HEARTS; YEA, EVEN IN A DAY WHEN LEADERS OF CHURCHES AND TEACHERS SHALL RISE IN THE PRIDE OF THEIR HEARTS, EVEN TO THE ENVYING OF THEM WHO BELONG TO THEIR CHURCHES. YEA, IT SHALL COME IN A DAY WHEN THERE SHALL BE HEARD OF FIRES, AND TEMPESTS, AND VAPORS OF SMOKE IN FOREIGN LANDS; AND THERE SHALL ALSO BE HEARD OF WARS, RUMORS OF WARS, AND EARTHQUAKES IN DIVER’S PLACES. YEA, IT SHALL COME IN A DAY WHEN THERE SHALL BE GREAT POLLUTIONS UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH; THERE SHALL BE MURDERS, AND ROBBING, AND LYING, AND DECEIVINGS, AND WHOREDOMS, AND ALL MANNER OF ABOMINATIONS; WHEN THERE SHALL BE MANY WHO WILL SAY, DO THIS, OR DO THAT, AND IT MATTERETH NOT, FOR THE LORD WILL UPHOLD SUCH AT THE LAST DAY. BUT WO UNTO SUCH, FOR THEY ARE IN THE GALL OF BITTERNESS AND IN THE BONDS OF INIQUITY. YEA, IT SHALL COME IN A DAY WHEN THERE SHALL BE CHURCHES BUILT UP THAT SHALL SAY: COME UNTO ME, AND FOR YOUR MONEY YOU SHALL BE FORGIVEN OF YOUR SINS. O YE WICKED AND PERVERSE AND STIFFNECKED PEOPLE, WHY HAVE YE BUILT UP CHURCHES UNTO YOURSELVES TO GET GAIN? WHY HAVE YE TRANSFIGURED THE HOLY WORD OF GOD, THAT YE MIGHT BRING DAMNATION UPON YOUR SOULS? BEHOLD, LOOK YE UNTO THE REVELATIONS OF GOD; FOR BEHOLD, THE TIME COMETH AT THAT DAY WHEN ALL THESE THINGS MUST BE FULFILLED. BEHOLD, THE LORD HATH SHOWN UNTO ME GREAT AND MARVELOUS THINGS CONCERNING THAT WHICH MUST SHORTLY COME, AT THAT DAY WHEN THESE THINGS SHALL COME FORTH AMONG YOU. BEHOLD, I SPEAK UNTO YOU AS IF YE WERE PRESENT, AND YET YE ARE NOT. BUT BEHOLD, JESUS CHRIST HATH SHOWN YOU UNTO ME, AND I KNOW YOUR DOING. AND I KNOW THAT YE DO WALK IN THE PRIDE OF YOUR HEARTS; AND THERE ARE NONE SAVE A FEW ONLY WHO DO NOT LIFT THEMSELVES UP IN THE PRIDE OF THEIR HEARTS, UNTO THE WEARING OF VERY FINE APPAREL, UNTO ENVYING, AND STRIFES, AND MALICE, AND PERSECUTIONS, AND ALL MANNER OF INIQUITIES; AND YOUR CHURCHES, YEA, EVEN EVERY ONE, HAVE BECOME POLLUTED BECAUSE OF THE PRIDE OF YOUR HEARTS. FOR BEHOLD, YE DO LOVE MONEY, AND YOUR SUBSTANCE, AND YOUR FINE APPAREL, AND THE ADORNING OF YOUR CHURCHES, MORE THAN YE LOVE THE POOR AND THE NEEDY, THE SICK AND THE AFFLICTED. O YE POLLUTIONS, YE HYPOCRITES, YE TEACHERS, WHO SELL YOURSELVES FOR THAT WHICH WILL CANKER, WHY HAVE YE POLLUTED THE HOLY CHURCH OF GOD? WHY ARE YE ASHAMED TO TAKE UPON YOU THE NAME OF CHRIST? WHY DO YE NOT THINK THAT GREATER IS THE VALUE OF AN ENDLESS HAPPINESS THAN THAT MISERY WHICH NEVER DIES—BECAUSE OF THE PRAISE OF THE WORLD? WHY DO YE ADORN YOURSELVES WITH THAT WHICH HATH NO LIFE, AND YET SUFFER THE HUNGRY, AND THE NEEDY, AND THE NAKED, AND THE SICK AND THE AFFLICTED TO PASS BY YOU, AND NOTICE THEM NOT? YEA, WHY DO YE BUILD UP YOUR SECRET ABOMINATIONS TO GET GAIN, AND CAUSE THAT WIDOWS SHOULD MOURN BEFORE THE LORD, AND ALSO ORPHANS TO MOURN BEFORE THE LORD, AND ALSO THE BLOOD OF THEIR FATHERS AND THEIR HUSBANDS TO CRY UNTO THE LORD FROM THE GROUND, FOR VENGEANCE UPON YOUR HEADS? BEHOLD, THE SWORD OF VENGEANCE HANGETH OVER YOU; AND THE TIME SOON COMETH THAT HE AVENGETH THE BLOOD OF THE SAINTS UPON YOU, FOR HE WILL NOT SUFFER THEIR CRIES ANY LONGER. AND NOW, I SPEAK ALSO CONCERNING THOSE WHO DO NOT BELIEVE IN CHRIST. BEHOLD, WILL YE BELIEVE IN THE DAY OF YOUR VISITATION—BEHOLD, WHEN THE LORD SHALL COME, YEA, EVEN THAT GREAT DAY WHEN THE EARTH SHALL BE ROLLED TOGETHER AS A SCROLL, AND THE ELEMENTS SHALL MELT WITH FERVENT HEAT, YEA, IN THAT GREAT DAY WHEN YE SHALL BE BROUGHT TO STAND BEFORE THE LAMB OF GOD—THEN WILL YE SAY THAT THERE IS NO GOD? THEN WILL YE LONGER DENY THE CHRIST, OR CAN YE BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD? DO YE SUPPOSE THAT YE SHALL DWELL WITH HIM UNDER A CONSCIOUSNESS OF YOUR GUILT? DO YE SUPPOSE THAT YE COULD BE HAPPY TO DWELL WITH THAT HOLY BEING, WHEN YOUR SOULS ARE RACKED WITH A CONSCIOUSNESS OF GUILT THAT YE HAVE EVER ABUSED HIS LAWS? BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT YE WOULD BE MORE MISERABLE TO DWELL WITH A HOLY AND JUST GOD, UNDER A CONSCIOUSNESS OF YOUR FILTHINESS BEFORE HIM, THAN YE WOULD TO DWELL WITH THE DAMNED SOULS IN HELL. FOR BEHOLD, WHEN YE SHALL BE BROUGHT TO SEE YOUR NAKEDNESS BEFORE GOD, AND ALSO THE GLORY OF GOD, AND THE HOLINESS OF JESUS CHRIST, IT WILL KINDLE A FLAME OF UNQUENCHABLE FIRE UPON YOU. O THEN YE UNBELIEVING, TURN YE UNTO THE LORD; CRY MIGHTILY UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE NAME OF JESUS [STEPHEN], THAT PERHAPS YE MAY BE FOUND SPOTLESS, PURE, FAIR, AND WHITE, HAVING BEEN CLEANSED BY THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB, AT THAT GREAT AND LAST DAY. AND AGAIN I SPEAK UNTO YOU WHO DENY THE REVELATIONS OF GOD, AND SAY THAT THEY ARE DONE AWAY, THAT THERE ARE NO REVELATIONS, NOR PROPHECIES, NOR GIFTS, NOR HEALING, NOR SPEAKING WITH TONGUES, AND THE INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES; BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, HE THAT DENIETH THESE THINGS KNOWETH NOT THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST; YEA, HE HAS NOT READ THE SCRIPTURES; IF SO, HE DOES NOT UNDERSTAND THEM. FOR DO WE NOT READ THAT GOD IS THE SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND FOREVER, AND IN HIM THERE IS NO VARIABLENESS NEITHER SHADOW OF CHANGING? AND NOW, IF YE HAVE IMAGINED UP UNTO YOURSELVES A GOD WHO DOTH VARY, AND IN WHOM THERE IS SHADOW OF CHANGING, THEN HAVE YE IMAGINED UP UNTO YOURSELVES A GOD WHO IS NOT A GOD OF MIRACLES. BUT BEHOLD, I WILL SHOW UNTO YOU A GOD OF MIRACLES, EVEN THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB; AND IT IS THAT SAME GOD WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, AND ALL THINGS THAT IN THEM ARE. BEHOLD, HE CREATED ADAM, AND BY ADAM CAME THE FALL OF MAN. AND BECAUSE OF THE FALL OF MAN CAME JESUS CHRIST, EVEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [ENOCH]; AND BECAUSE OF JESUS CHRIST CAME THE REDEMPTION OF MAN. AND BECAUSE OF THE REDEMPTION OF MAN, WHICH CAME BY JESUS CHRIST, THEY ARE BROUGHT BACK INTO THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD; YEA, THIS IS WHEREIN ALL MEN ARE REDEEMED, BECAUSE THE DEATH OF CHRIST BRINGETH TO PASS THE RESURRECTION, WHICH BRINGETH TO PASS A REDEMPTION FROM AN ENDLESS SLEEP, FROM WHICH SLEEP ALL MEN SHALL BE AWAKENED BY THE POWER OF GOD WHEN THE TRUMP SHALL SOUND; AND THEY SHALL COME FORTH, BOTH SMALL AND GREAT, AND ALL SHALL STAND BEFORE HIS BAR, BEING REDEEMED AND LOOSED FROM THIS ETERNAL BAND OF DEATH, WHICH DEATH IS A TEMPORAL DEATH. AND THEN COMETH THE JUDGMENT OF THE HOLY ONE UPON THEM; AND THEN COMETH THE TIME THAT HE THAT IS FILTHY SHALL BE FILTHY STILL; AND HE THAT IS RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE RIGHTEOUS STILL; HE THAT IS HAPPY SHALL BE HAPPY STILL; AND HE THAT IS UNHAPPY SHALL BE UNHAPPY STILL. AND NOW, O ALL YE THAT HAVE IMAGINED UP UNTO YOURSELVES A GOD WHO CAN DO NO MIRACLES, I WOULD ASK OF YOU, HAVE ALL THESE THINGS PASSED, OF WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN? HAS THE END COME YET? BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY; AND GOD HAS NOT CEASED TO BE A GOD OF MIRACLES. BEHOLD, ARE NOT THE THINGS THAT GOD HATH WROUGHT MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES? YEA, AND WHO CAN COMPREHEND THE MARVELOUS WORKS OF GOD? WHO SHALL SAY THAT IT WAS NOT A MIRACLE THAT BY HIS WORD THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH SHOULD BE; AND BY THE POWER OF HIS WORD MAN WAS CREATED OF THE DUST OF THE EARTH; AND BY THE POWER OF HIS WORD HAVE MIRACLES BEEN WROUGHT? AND WHO SHALL SAY THAT JESUS CHRIST DID NOT DO MANY MIGHTY MIRACLES? AND THERE WERE MANY MIGHTY MIRACLES WROUGHT BY THE HANDS OF THE APOSTLES. AND IF THERE WERE MIRACLES WROUGHT THEN, WHY HAS GOD CEASED TO BE A GOD OF MIRACLES AND YET BE AN UNCHANGEABLE BEING? AND BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU HE CHANGETH NOT; IF SO, HE WOULD CEASE TO BE GOD; AND HE CEASETH NOT TO BE GOD, AND IS A GOD OF MIRACLES. AND THE REASON WHY HE CEASETH TO DO MIRACLES AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN IS BECAUSE THAT THEY DWINDLE IN UNBELIEF, AND DEPART FROM THE RIGHT WAY, AND KNOW NOT THE GOD IN WHOM THEY SHOULD TRUST. BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT WHOSO BELIEVETH IN CHRIST, DOUBTING NOTHING, WHATSOEVER HE SHALL ASK THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE NAME OF CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IT SHALL BE GRANTED HIM; AND THIS PROMISE IS UNTO ALL, EVEN UNTO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH. FOR BEHOLD, THUS SAID JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, UNTO HIS DISCIPLES WHO SHOULD TARRY, YEA, AND ALSO TO ALL HIS DISCIPLES, IN THE HEARING OF THE MULTITUDE: GO YE INTO ALL THE WORLD, AND PREACH THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE; AND HE THAT BELIEVETH AND IS BAPTIZED SHALL BE SAVED, BUT HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT SHALL BE DAMNED; AND THESE SIGNS SHALL FOLLOW THEM THAT BELIEVE—IN MY NAME SHALL THEY CAST OUT DEVILS; THEY SHALL SPEAK WITH NEW TONGUES; THEY SHALL TAKE UP SERPENTS; AND IF THEY DRINK ANY DEADLY THING IT SHALL NOT HURT THEM; THEY SHALL LAY HANDS ON THE SICK AND THEY SHALL RECOVER; AND WHOSOEVER SHALL BELIEVE IN MY NAME, DOUBTING NOTHING, UNTO HIM WILL I CONFIRM ALL MY WORDS, EVEN UNTO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH. AND NOW, BEHOLD, WHO CAN STAND AGAINST THE WORKS OF THE LORD? WHO CAN DENY HIS SAYINGS? WHO WILL RISE UP AGAINST THE ALMIGHTY POWER OF THE LORD? WHO WILL DESPISE THE WORKS OF THE LORD? WHO WILL DESPISE THE CHILDREN OF CHRIST? BEHOLD, ALL YE WHO ARE DESPISERS OF THE WORKS OF THE LORD, FOR YE SHALL WONDER AND PERISH. O THEN DESPISE NOT, AND WONDER NOT, BUT HEARKEN UNTO THE WORDS OF THE LORD, AND ASK THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE NAME OF JESUS [STEPHEN] FOR WHAT THINGS SOEVER YE SHALL STAND IN NEED. DOUBT NOT, BUT BE BELIEVING, AND BEGIN AS IN TIMES OF OLD, AND COME UNTO THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WORK OUT YOUR OWN SALVATION WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING BEFORE HIM. BE WISE IN THE DAYS OF YOUR PROBATION; STRIP YOURSELVES OF ALL UNCLEANNESS; ASK NOT, THAT YE MAY CONSUME IT ON YOUR LUSTS, BUT ASK WITH A FIRMNESS UNSHAKEN, THAT YE WILL YIELD TO NO TEMPTATION, BUT THAT YE WILL SERVE THE TRUE AND LIVING GOD. SEE THAT YE ARE NOT BAPTIZED UNWORTHILY; SEE THAT YE PARTAKE NOT OF THE SACRAMENT OF CHRIST UNWORTHILY; BUT SEE THAT YE DO ALL THINGS IN WORTHINESS, AND DO IT IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD; AND IF YE DO THIS, AND ENDURE TO THE END, YE WILL IN NOWISE BE CAST OUT. BEHOLD, I SPEAK UNTO YOU AS THOUGH I SPAKE FROM THE DEAD; FOR I KNOW THAT YE SHALL HAVE MY WORDS. CONDEMN ME NOT BECAUSE OF MINE IMPERFECTION, NEITHER MY FATHER, BECAUSE OF HIS IMPERFECTION, NEITHER THEM WHO HAVE WRITTEN BEFORE HIM; BUT RATHER GIVE THANKS UNTO GOD THAT HE HATH MADE MANIFEST UNTO YOU OUR IMPERFECTIONS, THAT YE MAY LEARN TO BE MORE-WISE THAN WE HAVE BEEN. AND NOW, BEHOLD, WE HAVE WRITTEN THIS RECORD ACCORDING TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, IN THE CHARACTERS WHICH ARE CALLED AMONG US THE REFORMED EGYPTIAN, BEING HANDED DOWN AND ALTERED BY US, ACCORDING TO OUR MANNER OF SPEECH. AND IF OUR PLATES HAD BEEN SUFFICIENTLY, LARGE WE SHOULD HAVE WRITTEN IN HEBREW; BUT THE HEBREW HATH BEEN ALTERED BY US ALSO; AND IF WE COULD HAVE WRITTEN IN HEBREW, BEHOLD, YE WOULD HAVE HAD NO IMPERFECTION IN OUR RECORD. BUT THE LORD KNOWETH THE THINGS WHICH WE HAVE WRITTEN, AND ALSO THAT NONE OTHER PEOPLE KNOWETH OUR LANGUAGE; AND BECAUSE THAT NONE OTHER PEOPLE KNOWETH OUR LANGUAGE, THEREFORE HE HATH PREPARED MEANS FOR THE INTERPRETATION THEREOF. AND THESE THINGS ARE WRITTEN THAT WE MAY RID OUR GARMENTS OF THE BLOOD OF OUR BRETHREN, WHO HAVE DWINDLED IN UNBELIEF. AND BEHOLD, THESE THINGS WHICH WE HAVE DESIRED CONCERNING OUR BRETHREN, YEA, EVEN THEIR RESTORATION TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST, ARE ACCORDING TO THE PRAYERS OF ALL THE SAINTS WHO HAVE DWELT IN THE LAND. AND MAY THE LORD JESUS CHRIST GRANT THAT THEIR PRAYERS MAY BE ANSWERED ACCORDING TO THEIR FAITH; AND MAY GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] REMEMBER THE COVENANT WHICH HE HATH MADE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; AND MAY HE BLESS THEM FOREVER, THROUGH FAITH ON THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST. AMEN.
THE BOOK OF ETHER
ETHER 1
AND NOW I, MORONI, PROCEED TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THOSE ANCIENT INHABITANTS WHO WERE DESTROYED BY THE HAND OF THE LORD UPON THE FACE OF THIS NORTH COUNTRY. AND I TAKE MINE ACCOUNT FROM THE TWENTY AND FOUR PLATES WHICH WERE FOUND BY THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI, WHICH IS CALLED THE BOOK OF ETHER. AND AS I SUPPOSE THAT THE FIRST PART OF THIS RECORD, WHICH SPEAKS CONCERNING THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, AND ALSO OF ADAM, AND AN ACCOUNT FROM THAT TIME EVEN TO THE GREAT TOWER, AND WHATSOEVER THINGS TRANSPIRED AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN UNTIL THAT TIME, IS HAD AMONG THE JEWS—THEREFORE I DO NOT WRITE THOSE THINGS WHICH TRANSPIRED FROM THE DAYS OF ADAM UNTIL THAT TIME; BUT THEY ARE HAD UPON THE PLATES; AND WHOSO FINDETH THEM, THE SAME WILL HAVE POWER THAT HE MAY GET THE FULL ACCOUNT. BUT BEHOLD, I GIVE NOT THE FULL ACCOUNT, BUT A PART OF THE ACCOUNT I GIVE, FROM THE TOWER DOWN UNTIL THEY WERE DESTROYED. AND ON THIS WISE DO I GIVE THE ACCOUNT. HE THAT WROTE THIS RECORD WAS ETHER, AND HE WAS A DESCENDANT OF CORIANTOR. CORIANTOR WAS THE SON OF MORON. AND MORON WAS THE SON OF ETHEM. AND ETHEM WAS THE SON OF AHAH. AND AHAH WAS THE SON OF SETH. AND SETH WAS THE SON OF SHIBLON. AND SHIBLON WAS THE SON OF COM. AND COM WAS THE SON OF CORIANTUM. AND CORIANTUM WAS THE SON OF AMNIGADDAH. AND AMNIGADDAH WAS THE SON OF AARON. AND AARON WAS A DESCENDANT OF HETH, WHO WAS THE SON OF HEARTHOM. AND HEARTHOM WAS THE SON OF LIB. AND LIB WAS THE SON OF KISH. AND KISH WAS THE SON OF COROM. AND COROM WAS THE SON OF LEVI. AND LEVI WAS THE SON OF KIM. AND KIM WAS THE SON OF MORIANTON. AND MORIANTON WAS A DESCENDANT OF RIPLAKISH. AND RIPLAKISH WAS THE SON OF SHEZ. AND SHEZ WAS THE SON OF HETH. AND HETH WAS THE SON OF COM. AND COM WAS THE SON OF CORIANTUM. AND CORIANTUM WAS THE SON OF EMER. AND EMER WAS THE SON OF OMER. AND OMER WAS THE SON OF SHULE. AND SHULE WAS THE SON OF KIB. AND KIB WAS THE SON OF ORIHAH, WHO WAS THE SON OF JARED; WHICH JARED CAME FORTH WITH HIS BROTHER AND THEIR FAMILIES, WITH SOME OTHERS AND THEIR FAMILIES, FROM THE GREAT TOWER, AT THE TIME THE LORD CONFOUNDED THE LANGUAGE OF THE PEOPLE, AND SWORE IN HIS WRATH THAT THEY SHOULD BE SCATTERED UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH; AND ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE LORD THE PEOPLE WERE SCATTERED. AND THE BROTHER OF JARED BEING A LARGE AND MIGHTY MAN, AND A MAN HIGHLY FAVORED OF THE LORD, JARED, HIS BROTHER, SAID UNTO HIM: CRY UNTO THE LORD, THAT HE WILL NOT CONFOUND US THAT WE MAY NOT UNDERSTAND OUR WORDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE BROTHER OF JARED DID CRY UNTO THE LORD, AND THE LORD HAD COMPASSION UPON JARED; THEREFORE, HE DID NOT CONFOUND THE LANGUAGE OF JARED; AND JARED AND HIS BROTHER WERE NOT CONFOUNDED. THEN JARED SAID UNTO HIS BROTHER: CRY AGAIN UNTO THE LORD, AND IT MAY BE THAT HE WILL TURN AWAY HIS ANGER FROM THEM WHO ARE OUR FRIENDS, THAT HE, CONFOUND NOT THEIR LANGUAGE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE BROTHER OF JARED DID CRY UNTO THE LORD, AND THE LORD HAD COMPASSION UPON THEIR FRIENDS AND THEIR FAMILIES ALSO, THAT THEY WERE NOT CONFOUNDED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT JARED SPAKE AGAIN UNTO HIS BROTHER, SAYING: GO AND INQUIRE OF THE LORD WHETHER HE WILL DRIVE US OUT OF THE LAND, AND IF HE WILL DRIVE US OUT OF THE LAND, CRY UNTO HIM WHITHER WE SHALL GO. AND WHO KNOWETH BUT THE LORD WILL CARRY US FORTH INTO A LAND WHICH IS CHOICE ABOVE ALL THE EARTH? AND IF IT SO BE, LET US BE FAITHFUL UNTO THE LORD, THAT WE MAY RECEIVE IT FOR OUR INHERITANCE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE BROTHER OF JARED DID CRY UNTO THE LORD ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY THE MOUTH OF JARED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD DID HEAR THE BROTHER OF JARED, AND HAD COMPASSION UPON HIM, AND SAID UNTO HIM: GO TO AND GATHER TOGETHER THY FLOCKS, BOTH MALE AND FEMALE, OF EVERY KIND; AND ALSO OF THE SEED OF THE EARTH OF EVERY KIND; AND THY FAMILIES; AND ALSO JARED THY BROTHER AND HIS FAMILY; AND ALSO THY FRIENDS AND THEIR FAMILIES, AND THE FRIENDS OF JARED AND THEIR FAMILIES. AND WHEN THOU HAST DONE THIS THOU SHALT GO AT THE HEAD OF THEM DOWN INTO THE VALLEY WHICH IS NORTHWARD. AND THERE WILL I MEET THEE, AND I WILL GO BEFORE THEE INTO A LAND WHICH IS CHOICE ABOVE ALL THE LANDS OF THE EARTH. AND THERE WILL I BLESS THEE AND THY SEED, AND RAISE UP UNTO ME OF THY SEED, AND OF THE SEED OF THY BROTHER, AND THEY WHO SHALL GO WITH THEE, A GREAT NATION. AND THERE SHALL BE NONE GREATER THAN THE NATION WHICH I WILL RAISE UP UNTO ME OF THY SEED, UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH. AND THUS, I WILL DO UNTO THEE BECAUSE THIS LONG TIME YE HAVE CRIED UNTO ME. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT JARED AND HIS BROTHER, AND THEIR FAMILIES, AND ALSO THE FRIENDS OF JARED AND HIS BROTHER AND THEIR FAMILIES, WENT DOWN INTO THE VALLEY WHICH WAS NORTHWARD, (AND THE NAME OF THE VALLEY WAS NIMROD, BEING CALLED AFTER THE MIGHTY HUNTER) WITH THEIR FLOCKS WHICH THEY HAD GATHERED TOGETHER, MALE AND FEMALE, OF EVERY KIND. AND THEY DID ALSO LAY SNARES AND CATCH FOWLS OF THE AIR; AND THEY DID ALSO PREPARE A VESSEL, IN WHICH THEY DID CARRY WITH THEM THE FISH OF THE WATERS. AND THEY DID ALSO CARRY WITH THEM DESERET, WHICH, BY INTERPRETATION, IS A HONEY BEE; AND THUS, THEY DID CARRY WITH THEM SWARMS OF BEES, AND ALL MANNER OF THAT WHICH WAS UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, SEEDS OF EVERY KIND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD COME DOWN INTO THE VALLEY OF NIMROD THE LORD CAME DOWN AND TALKED WITH THE BROTHER OF JARED; AND HE WAS IN A CLOUD, AND THE BROTHER OF JARED SAW HIM NOT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD GO FORTH INTO THE WILDERNESS, YEA, INTO THAT QUARTER WHERE THERE NEVER HAD MAN BEEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD DID GO BEFORE THEM, AND DID TALK WITH THEM AS HE STOOD IN A CLOUD, AND GAVE DIRECTIONS WHITHER THEY SHOULD TRAVEL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID TRAVEL IN THE WILDERNESS, AND DID BUILD BARGES, IN WHICH THEY DID CROSS MANY WATERS, BEING DIRECTED CONTINUALLY BY THE HAND OF THE LORD. AND THE LORD WOULD NOT SUFFER THAT THEY SHOULD STOP BEYOND THE SEA IN THE WILDERNESS, BUT HE WOULD THAT THEY SHOULD COME FORTH EVEN UNTO THE LAND OF PROMISE, WHICH WAS CHOICE ABOVE ALL OTHER LANDS, WHICH THE LORD GOD HAD PRESERVED FOR A RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE. AND HE HAD SWORN IN HIS WRATH UNTO THE BROTHER OF JARED, THAT WHOSO SHOULD POSSESS THIS LAND OF PROMISE, FROM THAT TIME HENCEFORTH AND FOREVER, SHOULD SERVE HIM, THE TRUE AND ONLY GOD, OR THEY SHOULD BE SWEPT OFF WHEN THE FULNESS OF HIS WRATH SHOULD COME UPON THEM. AND NOW, WE CAN BEHOLD THE DECREES OF GOD CONCERNING THIS LAND, THAT IT IS A LAND OF PROMISE; AND WHATSOEVER NATION SHALL POSSESS IT SHALL SERVE GOD, OR THEY SHALL BE SWEPT OFF WHEN THE FULNESS OF HIS WRATH SHALL COME UPON THEM. AND THE FULNESS OF HIS WRATH COMETH UPON THEM WHEN THEY ARE RIPENED IN INIQUITY. FOR BEHOLD, THIS IS A LAND WHICH IS CHOICE ABOVE ALL OTHER LANDS; WHEREFORE HE THAT DOTH POSSESS IT SHALL SERVE GOD OR SHALL BE SWEPT OFF; FOR IT IS THE EVERLASTING DECREE OF GOD. AND IT IS NOT UNTIL THE FULNESS OF INIQUITY AMONG THE CHILDREN OF THE LAND, THAT THEY ARE SWEPT OFF. AND THIS COMETH UNTO YOU, O YE GENTILES, THAT YE MAY KNOW THE DECREES OF GOD—THAT YE MAY REPENT, AND NOT CONTINUE IN YOUR INIQUITIES UNTIL THE FULNESS COME, THAT YE MAY NOT BRING DOWN THE FULNESS OF THE WRATH OF GOD UPON YOU AS THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND HAVE HITHERTO DONE. BEHOLD, THIS IS A CHOICE LAND, AND WHATSOEVER NATION SHALL POSSESS IT SHALL BE FREE FROM BONDAGE, AND FROM CAPTIVITY, AND FROM ALL OTHER NATIONS UNDER HEAVEN, IF THEY WILL BUT SERVE THE GOD OF THE LAND, WHO IS JESUS CHRIST, WHO HATH BEEN MANIFESTED BY THE THINGS WHICH WE HAVE WRITTEN. AND NOW I PROCEED WITH MY RECORD; FOR BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD DID BRING JARED AND HIS BRETHREN FORTH EVEN TO THAT GREAT SEA WHICH DIVIDETH THE LANDS. AND AS THEY CAME TO THE SEA, THEY PITCHED THEIR TENTS; AND THEY CALLED THE NAME OF THE PLACE MORIANCUMER; AND THEY DWELT IN TENTS, AND DWELT IN TENTS UPON THE SEASHORE FOR THE SPACE OF FOUR YEARS. AND IT CAME TO PASS AT THE END OF FOUR YEARS THAT THE LORD CAME AGAIN UNTO THE BROTHER OF JARED, AND STOOD IN A CLOUD AND TALKED WITH HIM. AND FOR THE SPACE OF THREE HOURS DID THE LORD TALK WITH THE BROTHER OF JARED, AND CHASTENED HIM BECAUSE HE REMEMBERED NOT TO CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD. AND THE BROTHER OF JARED REPENTED OF THE EVIL WHICH HE HAD DONE, AND DID CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD FOR HIS BRETHREN WHO WERE WITH HIM. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO HIM: I WILL FORGIVE THEE AND THY BRETHREN OF THEIR SINS; BUT THOU SHALT NOT SIN ANY MORE, FOR YE SHALL REMEMBER THAT MY SPIRIT WILL NOT ALWAYS STRIVE WITH MAN; WHEREFORE, IF YE WILL SIN UNTIL YE ARE FULLY RIPE YE SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. AND THESE ARE MY THOUGHTS UPON THE LAND WHICH I SHALL GIVE YOU FOR YOUR INHERITANCE; FOR IT SHALL BE A LAND CHOICE ABOVE ALL OTHER LANDS. AND THE LORD SAID: GO TO WORK AND BUILD, AFTER THE MANNER OF BARGES WHICH YE HAVE HITHERTO BUILT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE BROTHER OF JARED DID GO TO WORK, AND ALSO HIS BRETHREN, AND BUILT BARGES AFTER THE MANNER WHICH THEY HAD BUILT, ACCORDING TO THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE LORD. AND THEY WERE SMALL, AND THEY WERE LIGHT UPON THE WATER, EVEN LIKE UNTO THE LIGHTNESS OF A FOWL UPON THE WATER. AND THEY WERE BUILT AFTER A MANNER THAT THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY TIGHT, EVEN THAT THEY WOULD HOLD WATER LIKE UNTO A DISH; AND THE BOTTOM THEREOF WAS TIGHT LIKE UNTO A DISH; AND THE SIDES THEREOF WERE TIGHT LIKE UNTO A DISH; AND THE ENDS THEREOF WERE PEAKED; AND THE TOP THEREOF WAS TIGHT LIKE UNTO A DISH; AND THE LENGTH THEREOF WAS THE LENGTH OF A TREE; AND THE DOOR THEREOF, WHEN IT WAS SHUT, WAS TIGHT LIKE UNTO A DISH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE BROTHER OF JARED CRIED UNTO THE LORD, SAYING: O LORD, I HAVE PERFORMED THE WORK WHICH THOU HAST COMMANDED ME, AND I HAVE MADE THE BARGES ACCORDING AS THOU HAST DIRECTED ME. AND BEHOLD, O LORD, IN THEM THERE IS NO LIGHT; WHITHER SHALL WE STEER? AND ALSO, WE SHALL PERISH, FOR IN THEM WE CANNOT BREATHE, SAVE IT IS THE AIR WHICH IS IN THEM; THEREFORE, WE SHALL PERISH. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO THE BROTHER OF JARED: BEHOLD, THOU SHALT MAKE A HOLE IN THE TOP, AND ALSO IN THE BOTTOM; AND WHEN THOU SHALT SUFFER FOR AIR THOU SHALT UNSTOP THE HOLE AND RECEIVE AIR. AND IF IT BE SO THAT THE WATER COME IN UPON THEE, BEHOLD, YE SHALL STOP THE HOLE, THAT YE MAY NOT PERISH IN THE FLOOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE BROTHER OF JARED DID SO, ACCORDING AS THE LORD HAD COMMANDED. AND HE CRIED AGAIN UNTO THE LORD SAYING: O LORD, BEHOLD I HAVE DONE EVEN AS THOU HAST COMMANDED ME; AND I HAVE PREPARED THE VESSELS FOR MY PEOPLE, AND BEHOLD THERE IS NO LIGHT IN THEM. BEHOLD, O LORD, WILT THOU SUFFER THAT WE SHALL CROSS THIS GREAT WATER IN DARKNESS? AND THE LORD SAID UNTO THE BROTHER OF JARED: WHAT WILL YE THAT I SHOULD DO THAT YE MAY HAVE LIGHT IN YOUR VESSELS? FOR BEHOLD, YE CANNOT HAVE WINDOWS, FOR THEY WILL BE DASHED IN PIECES; NEITHER SHALL YE TAKE FIRE WITH YOU, FOR YE SHALL NOT GO BY THE LIGHT OF FIRE. FOR BEHOLD, YE SHALL BE AS A WHALE IN THE MIDST OF THE SEA; FOR THE MOUNTAIN WAVES SHALL DASH UPON YOU. NEVERTHELESS, I WILL BRING YOU UP AGAIN OUT OF THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA; FOR THE WINDS HAVE GONE FORTH OUT OF MY MOUTH, AND ALSO THE RAINS AND THE FLOODS HAVE I SENT FORTH. AND BEHOLD, I PREPARE YOU AGAINST THESE THINGS; FOR YE CANNOT CROSS THIS GREAT DEEP SAVE I PREPARE YOU AGAINST THE WAVES OF THE SEA, AND THE WINDS WHICH HAVE GONE FORTH, AND THE FLOODS WHICH SHALL COME. THEREFORE, WHAT WILL YE THAT I SHOULD PREPARE FOR YOU THAT YE MAY HAVE LIGHT WHEN YE ARE SWALLOWED UP IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA? AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE BROTHER OF JARED, (NOW THE NUMBER OF THE VESSELS WHICH HAD BEEN PREPARED WAS EIGHT) WENT FORTH UNTO THE MOUNT, WHICH THEY CALLED THE MOUNT SHELEM, BECAUSE OF ITS EXCEEDING HEIGHT, AND DID MOLTEN OUT OF A ROCK SIXTEEN SMALL STONES; AND THEY WERE WHITE AND CLEAR, EVEN AS TRANSPARENT GLASS; AND HE DID CARRY THEM IN HIS HANDS UPON THE TOP OF THE MOUNT, AND CRIED AGAIN UNTO THE LORD, SAYING: O LORD, THOU HAST SAID THAT WE MUST BE ENCOMPASSED ABOUT BY THE FLOODS. NOW BEHOLD, O LORD, AND DO NOT BE ANGRY WITH THY SERVANT BECAUSE OF HIS WEAKNESS BEFORE THEE; FOR WE KNOW THAT THOU ART HOLY AND DWELLEST IN THE HEAVENS, AND THAT WE ARE UNWORTHY BEFORE THEE; BECAUSE OF THE FALL OUR NATURES HAVE BECOME EVIL CONTINUALLY; NEVERTHELESS, O LORD, THOU HAST GIVEN US A COMMANDMENT THAT WE MUST CALL UPON THEE, THAT FROM THEE WE MAY RECEIVE ACCORDING TO OUR DESIRES. BEHOLD, O LORD, THOU HAST SMITTEN US BECAUSE OF OUR INIQUITY, AND HAST DRIVEN US FORTH, AND FOR THESE MANY YEARS WE HAVE BEEN IN THE WILDERNESS; NEVERTHELESS, THOU HAST BEEN MERCIFUL UNTO US. O LORD, LOOK UPON ME IN PITY, AND TURN AWAY THINE ANGER FROM THIS THY PEOPLE, AND SUFFER NOT THAT THEY SHALL GO FORTH ACROSS THIS RAGING DEEP IN DARKNESS; BUT BEHOLD THESE THINGS WHICH I HAVE MOLTEN OUT OF THE ROCK. AND I KNOW, O LORD, THAT THOU HAST ALL POWER, AND CAN DO WHATSOEVER THOU WILT FOR THE BENEFIT OF MAN; THEREFORE, TOUCH THESE STONES, O LORD, WITH THY FINGER, AND PREPARE THEM THAT THEY MAY SHINE FORTH IN DARKNESS; AND THEY SHALL SHINE FORTH UNTO US IN THE VESSELS WHICH WE HAVE PREPARED, THAT WE MAY HAVE LIGHT WHILE WE SHALL CROSS THE SEA. BEHOLD, O LORD, THOU CANST DO THIS. WE KNOW THAT THOU ART ABLE TO SHOW FORTH GREAT POWER, WHICH LOOKS SMALL UNTO THE UNDERSTANDING OF MEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE BROTHER OF JARED HAD SAID THESE WORDS, BEHOLD, THE LORD STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND AND TOUCHED THE STONES ONE BY ONE WITH HIS FINGER. AND THE VEIL WAS TAKEN FROM OFF THE EYES OF THE BROTHER OF JARED, AND HE SAW THE FINGER OF THE LORD; AND IT WAS AS THE FINGER OF A MAN, LIKE UNTO FLESH AND BLOOD; AND THE BROTHER OF JARED FELL DOWN BEFORE THE LORD, FOR HE WAS STRUCK WITH FEAR. AND THE LORD SAW THAT THE BROTHER OF JARED HAD FALLEN TO THE EARTH; AND THE LORD SAID UNTO HIM: ARISE, WHY HAST THOU FALLEN? AND HE SAITH UNTO THE LORD: I SAW THE FINGER OF THE LORD, AND I FEARED LEST HE SHOULD SMITE ME; FOR I KNEW NOT THAT THE LORD HAD FLESH AND BLOOD. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO HIM: BECAUSE OF THY FAITH THOU HAST SEEN THAT I SHALL TAKE UPON ME FLESH AND BLOOD; AND NEVER HAS MAN COME BEFORE ME WITH SUCH EXCEEDING FAITH AS THOU HAST; FOR WERE IT NOT SO YE COULD NOT HAVE SEEN MY FINGER. SAWEST THOU MORE THAN THIS? AND HE ANSWERED: NAY; LORD, SHOW THYSELF UNTO ME. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO HIM: BELIEVEST THOU THE WORDS WHICH I SHALL SPEAK? AND HE ANSWERED: YEA, LORD, I KNOW THAT THOU SPEAKEST THE TRUTH, FOR THOU ART A GOD OF TRUTH, AND CANST NOT LIE. AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE WORDS, BEHOLD, THE LORD SHOWED HIMSELF UNTO HIM, AND SAID: BECAUSE THOU KNOWEST THESE THINGS YE ARE REDEEMED FROM THE FALL; THEREFORE, YE ARE BROUGHT BACK INTO MY PRESENCE; THEREFORE, I SHOW MYSELF UNTO YOU. BEHOLD, I AM HE WHO WAS PREPARED FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD TO REDEEM MY PEOPLE. BEHOLD, I AM JESUS CHRIST. I AM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS]. IN ME SHALL ALL MANKIND HAVE LIFE, AND THAT ETERNALLY, EVEN THEY WHO SHALL BELIEVE ON MY NAME; AND THEY SHALL BECOME MY SONS AND MY DAUGHTERS. AND NEVER HAVE I SHOWED MYSELF UNTO MAN WHOM I HAVE CREATED, FOR NEVER HAS MAN BELIEVED IN ME AS THOU HAST. SEEST THOU THAT YE ARE CREATED AFTER MINE OWN IMAGE? YEA, EVEN ALL MEN WERE CREATED IN THE BEGINNING AFTER MINE OWN IMAGE. BEHOLD, THIS BODY, WHICH YE NOW BEHOLD, IS THE BODY OF MY SPIRIT; AND MAN HAVE I CREATED AFTER THE BODY OF MY SPIRIT; AND EVEN AS I APPEAR UNTO THEE TO BE IN THE SPIRIT WILL I APPEAR UNTO MY PEOPLE IN THE FLESH. AND NOW, AS I, MORONI, SAID I COULD NOT MAKE A FULL ACCOUNT OF THESE THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN, THEREFORE IT SUFFICETH ME TO SAY THAT JESUS SHOWED HIMSELF UNTO THIS MAN IN THE SPIRIT, EVEN AFTER THE MANNER AND IN THE LIKENESS OF THE SAME BODY EVEN AS HE SHOWED HIMSELF UNTO THE NEPHITES. AND HE MINISTERED UNTO HIM EVEN AS HE MINISTERED UNTO THE NEPHITES; AND ALL THIS, THAT THIS MAN MIGHT KNOW THAT HE WAS GOD, BECAUSE OF THE MANY GREAT WORKS WHICH THE LORD HAD SHOWED UNTO HIM. AND BECAUSE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THIS MAN HE COULD NOT BE KEPT FROM BEHOLDING WITHIN THE VEIL; AND HE SAW THE FINGER OF JESUS, WHICH, WHEN HE SAW, HE FELL WITH FEAR; FOR HE KNEW THAT IT WAS THE FINGER OF THE LORD; AND HE HAD FAITH NO LONGER, FOR HE KNEW, NOTHING DOUBTING. WHEREFORE, HAVING THIS PERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, HE COULD NOT BE KEPT FROM WITHIN THE VEIL; THEREFORE, HE SAW JESUS; AND HE DID MINISTER UNTO HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD SAID UNTO THE BROTHER OF JARED: BEHOLD, THOU SHALT NOT SUFFER THESE THINGS WHICH YE HAVE SEEN AND HEARD TO GO FORTH UNTO THE WORLD, UNTIL THE TIME COMETH THAT I SHALL GLORIFY MY NAME IN THE FLESH; WHEREFORE, YE SHALL TREASURE UP THE THINGS WHICH YE HAVE SEEN AND HEARD, AND SHOW IT TO NO MAN. AND BEHOLD, WHEN YE SHALL COME UNTO ME, YE SHALL WRITE THEM AND SHALL SEAL THEM UP, THAT NO ONE CAN INTERPRET THEM; FOR YE SHALL WRITE THEM IN A LANGUAGE THAT THEY CANNOT BE READ. AND BEHOLD, THESE TWO STONES WILL I GIVE UNTO THEE, AND YE SHALL SEAL THEM UP ALSO WITH THE THINGS WHICH YE SHALL WRITE. FOR BEHOLD, THE LANGUAGE WHICH YE SHALL WRITE I HAVE CONFOUNDED; WHEREFORE I WILL CAUSE IN MY OWN DUE TIME THAT THESE STONES SHALL MAGNIFY TO THE EYES OF MEN THESE THINGS WHICH YE SHALL WRITE. AND WHEN THE LORD HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HE SHOWED UNTO THE BROTHER OF JARED ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH WHICH HAD BEEN, AND ALSO ALL THAT WOULD BE; AND HE WITHHELD THEM NOT FROM HIS SIGHT, EVEN UNTO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH. FOR HE HAD SAID UNTO HIM IN TIMES BEFORE, THAT IF HE WOULD BELIEVE IN HIM THAT HE COULD SHOW UNTO HIM ALL THINGS—IT SHOULD BE SHOWN UNTO HIM; THEREFORE, THE LORD COULD NOT WITHHOLD ANYTHING FROM HIM, FOR HE KNEW THAT THE LORD COULD SHOW HIM ALL THINGS. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO HIM: WRITE THESE THINGS AND SEAL THEM UP; AND I WILL SHOW THEM IN MINE OWN DUE TIME UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD COMMANDED HIM THAT HE SHOULD SEAL UP THE TWO STONES WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED, AND SHOW THEM NOT, UNTIL THE LORD SHOULD SHOW THEM UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND THE LORD COMMANDED THE BROTHER OF JARED TO GO DOWN OUT OF THE MOUNT FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, AND WRITE THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD SEEN; AND THEY WERE FORBIDDEN TO COME UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN UNTIL AFTER THAT HE SHOULD BE LIFTED UP UPON THE CROSS; AND FOR THIS CAUSE DID KING MOSIAH KEEP THEM, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT COME UNTO THE WORLD UNTIL AFTER CHRIST SHOULD SHOW HIMSELF UNTO HIS PEOPLE. AND AFTER CHRIST TRULY HAD SHOWED HIMSELF UNTO HIS PEOPLE, HE COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD BE MADE MANIFEST. AND NOW, AFTER THAT, THEY HAVE ALL DWINDLED IN UNBELIEF; AND THERE IS NONE SAVE IT BE THE LAMANITES, AND THEY HAVE REJECTED THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST; THEREFORE, I AM COMMANDED THAT I SHOULD HIDE THEM UP AGAIN IN THE EARTH. BEHOLD, I HAVE WRITTEN UPON THESE PLATES THE VERY THINGS WHICH THE BROTHER OF JARED SAW; AND THERE NEVER WERE GREATER THINGS MADE MANIFEST THAN THOSE WHICH WERE MADE MANIFEST UNTO THE BROTHER OF JARED. WHEREFORE THE LORD HATH COMMANDED ME TO WRITE THEM; AND I HAVE WRITTEN THEM. AND HE COMMANDED ME THAT I SHOULD SEAL THEM UP; AND HE ALSO HATH COMMANDED THAT I SHOULD SEAL UP THE INTERPRETATION THEREOF; WHEREFORE I HAVE SEALED UP THE INTERPRETERS, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD. FOR THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: THEY SHALL NOT GO FORTH UNTO THE GENTILES UNTIL THE DAY THAT THEY SHALL REPENT OF THEIR INIQUITY, AND BECOME CLEAN BEFORE THE LORD. AND IN THAT DAY THAT THEY SHALL EXERCISE FAITH IN ME, SAITH THE LORD, EVEN AS THE BROTHER OF JARED DID, THAT THEY MAY BECOME SANCTIFIED IN ME, THEN WILL I MANIFEST UNTO THEM THE THINGS WHICH THE BROTHER OF JARED SAW, EVEN TO THE UNFOLDING UNTO THEM ALL MY REVELATIONS, SAITH JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE HEAVENS AND OF THE EARTH, AND ALL THINGS THAT IN THEM ARE. AND HE THAT WILL CONTEND AGAINST THE WORD OF THE LORD, LET HIM BE ACCURSED; AND HE THAT SHALL DENY THESE THINGS, LET HIM BE ACCURSED; FOR UNTO THEM WILL I SHOW NO GREATER THINGS, SAITH JESUS CHRIST; FOR I AM HE WHO SPEAKETH. AND AT MY COMMAND THE HEAVENS ARE OPENED AND ARE SHUT; AND AT MY WORD THE EARTH SHALL SHAKE; AND AT MY COMMAND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF SHALL PASS AWAY, EVEN SO AS BY FIRE. AND HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT MY WORDS BELIEVETH NOT MY DISCIPLES; AND IF IT SO BE THAT I DO NOT SPEAK, JUDGE YE; FOR YE SHALL KNOW THAT IT IS I THAT SPEAKETH, AT THE LAST DAY. BUT HE THAT BELIEVETH THESE THINGS WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN, HIM WILL I VISIT WITH THE MANIFESTATIONS OF MY SPIRIT, AND HE SHALL KNOW AND BEAR RECORD. FOR BECAUSE OF MY SPIRIT HE SHALL KNOW THAT THESE THINGS ARE TRUE; FOR IT PERSUADETH MEN TO DO GOOD. AND WHATSOEVER THING PERSUADETH MEN TO DO GOOD IS OF ME; FOR GOOD COMETH OF NONE SAVE IT BE OF ME. I AM THE SAME THAT LEADETH MEN TO ALL GOOD; HE THAT WILL NOT BELIEVE MY WORDS WILL NOT BELIEVE ME—THAT I AM; AND HE THAT WILL NOT BELIEVE ME WILL NOT BELIEVE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT ME. FOR BEHOLD, I AM THE FATHER [STEPHEN], I AM THE LIGHT, AND THE LIFE, AND THE TRUTH OF THE WORLD. COME UNTO ME, O YE GENTILES, AND I WILL SHOW UNTO YOU THE GREATER THINGS, THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH IS HID UP BECAUSE OF UNBELIEF. COME UNTO ME, O YE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND IT SHALL BE MADE MANIFEST UNTO YOU HOW GREAT THINGS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH LAID UP FOR YOU, FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD; AND IT HATH NOT COME UNTO YOU, BECAUSE OF UNBELIEF. BEHOLD, WHEN YE SHALL REND THAT VEIL OF UNBELIEF WHICH DOTH CAUSE YOU TO REMAIN IN YOUR AWFUL STATE OF WICKEDNESS, AND HARDNESS OF HEART, AND BLINDNESS OF MIND, THEN SHALL THE GREAT AND MARVELOUS THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN HID UP FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD FROM YOU—YEA, WHEN YE SHALL CALL UPON THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WITH A BROKEN HEART AND A CONTRITE SPIRIT, THEN SHALL YE KNOW THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH REMEMBERED THE COVENANT WHICH HE MADE UNTO YOUR FATHERS, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND THEN SHALL MY REVELATIONS WHICH I HAVE CAUSED TO BE WRITTEN BY MY SERVANT JOHN BE UNFOLDED IN THE EYES OF ALL THE PEOPLE. REMEMBER, WHEN YE SEE THESE THINGS, YE SHALL KNOW THAT THE TIME IS AT HAND THAT THEY SHALL BE MADE MANIFEST IN VERY DEED. THEREFORE, WHEN YE SHALL RECEIVE THIS RECORD YE MAY KNOW THAT THE WORK OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS COMMENCED UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND. THEREFORE, REPENT ALL YE ENDS OF THE EARTH, AND COME UNTO ME, AND BELIEVE IN MY GOSPEL, AND BE BAPTIZED IN MY NAME; FOR HE THAT BELIEVETH AND IS BAPTIZED SHALL BE SAVED; BUT HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT SHALL BE DAMNED; AND SIGNS SHALL FOLLOW THEM THAT BELIEVE IN MY NAME. AND BLESSED IS HE THAT IS FOUND FAITHFUL UNTO MY NAME AT THE LAST DAY, FOR HE SHALL BE LIFTED UP TO DWELL IN THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR HIM FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. AND BEHOLD IT IS I THAT HATH SPOKEN IT. AMEN.
ETHER 2
AND NOW I, MORONI, HAVE WRITTEN THE WORDS WHICH WERE COMMANDED ME, ACCORDING TO MY MEMORY; AND I HAVE TOLD YOU THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE SEALED UP; THEREFORE, TOUCH THEM NOT IN ORDER THAT YE MAY TRANSLATE; FOR THAT THING IS FORBIDDEN YOU, EXCEPT BY AND BY IT SHALL BE WISDOM IN GOD. AND BEHOLD, YE MAY BE PRIVILEGED THAT YE MAY SHOW THE PLATES UNTO THOSE WHO SHALL ASSIST TO BRING FORTH THIS WORK; AND UNTO THREE SHALL THEY BE SHOWN BY THE POWER OF GOD; WHEREFORE THEY SHALL KNOW OF A SURETY THAT THESE THINGS ARE TRUE. AND IN THE MOUTH OF THREE WITNESSES SHALL THESE THINGS BE ESTABLISHED; AND THE TESTIMONY OF THREE, AND THIS WORK, IN THE WHICH SHALL BE SHOWN FORTH THE POWER OF GOD AND ALSO HIS WORD, OF WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE SON [ENOCH], AND THE HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24] BEAR RECORD—AND ALL THIS SHALL STAND AS A TESTIMONY AGAINST THE WORLD AT THE LAST DAY. AND IF IT SO BE THAT THEY REPENT AND COME UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE NAME OF JESUS [STEPHEN], THEY SHALL BE RECEIVED INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND NOW, IF I HAVE NO AUTHORITY FOR THESE THINGS, JUDGE YE; FOR YE SHALL KNOW THAT I HAVE AUTHORITY WHEN YE SHALL SEE ME, AND WE SHALL STAND BEFORE GOD AT THE LAST DAY. AMEN.
ETHER 3
AND NOW I, MORONI, PROCEED TO GIVE THE RECORD OF JARED AND HIS BROTHER. FOR IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THE LORD HAD PREPARED THE STONES WHICH THE BROTHER OF JARED HAD CARRIED UP INTO THE MOUNT, THE BROTHER OF JARED CAME DOWN OUT OF THE MOUNT, AND HE DID PUT FORTH THE STONES INTO THE VESSELS WHICH WERE PREPARED, ONE IN EACH END THEREOF; AND BEHOLD, THEY DID GIVE LIGHT UNTO THE VESSELS. AND THUS, THE LORD CAUSED STONES TO SHINE IN DARKNESS, TO GIVE LIGHT UNTO MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT CROSS THE GREAT WATERS IN DARKNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD PREPARED ALL MANNER OF FOOD, THAT THEREBY THEY MIGHT SUBSIST UPON THE WATER, AND ALSO FOOD FOR THEIR FLOCKS AND HERDS, AND WHATSOEVER BEAST OR ANIMAL OR FOWL THAT THEY SHOULD CARRY WITH THEM— AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD DONE ALL THESE THINGS THEY GOT ABOARD OF THEIR VESSELS OR BARGES, AND SET FORTH INTO THE SEA, COMMENDING THEMSELVES UNTO THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD GOD CAUSED THAT THERE SHOULD BE A FURIOUS WIND BLOW UPON THE FACE OF THE WATERS, TOWARDS THE PROMISED LAND; AND THUS, THEY WERE TOSSED UPON THE WAVES OF THE SEA BEFORE THE WIND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WERE MANY TIMES BURIED IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA, BECAUSE OF THE MOUNTAIN WAVES WHICH BROKE UPON THEM, AND ALSO THE GREAT AND TERRIBLE TEMPESTS WHICH WERE CAUSED BY THE FIERCENESS OF THE WIND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY WERE BURIED IN THE DEEP THERE WAS NO WATER THAT COULD HURT THEM, THEIR VESSELS BEING TIGHT LIKE UNTO A DISH, AND ALSO, THEY WERE TIGHT LIKE UNTO THE ARK OF NOAH; THEREFORE, WHEN THEY WERE ENCOMPASSED ABOUT BY MANY WATERS THEY DID CRY UNTO THE LORD, AND HE DID BRING THEM FORTH AGAIN UPON THE TOP OF THE WATERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE WIND DID NEVER CEASE TO BLOW TOWARDS THE PROMISED LAND WHILE THEY WERE UPON THE WATERS; AND THUS, THEY WERE DRIVEN FORTH BEFORE THE WIND. AND THEY DID SING PRAISES UNTO THE LORD; YEA, THE BROTHER OF JARED DID SING PRAISES UNTO THE LORD, AND HE DID THANK AND PRAISE THE LORD ALL THE DAY LONG; AND WHEN THE NIGHT CAME, THEY DID NOT CEASE TO PRAISE THE LORD. AND THUS, THEY WERE DRIVEN FORTH; AND NO MONSTER OF THE SEA COULD BREAK THEM, NEITHER WHALE THAT COULD MAR THEM; AND THEY DID HAVE LIGHT CONTINUALLY, WHETHER IT WAS ABOVE THE WATER OR UNDER THE WATER. AND THUS, THEY WERE DRIVEN FORTH, THREE HUNDRED AND FORTY AND FOUR DAYS UPON THE WATER. AND THEY DID LAND UPON THE SHORE OF THE PROMISED LAND. AND WHEN THEY HAD SET THEIR FEET UPON THE SHORES OF THE PROMISED LAND, THEY BOWED THEMSELVES DOWN UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, AND DID HUMBLE THEMSELVES BEFORE THE LORD, AND DID SHED TEARS OF JOY BEFORE THE LORD, BECAUSE OF THE MULTITUDE OF HIS TENDER MERCIES OVER THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY WENT FORTH UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, AND BEGAN TO TILL THE EARTH. AND JARED HAD FOUR SONS; AND THEY WERE CALLED JACOM, AND GILGAH, AND MAHAH, AND ORIHAH. AND THE BROTHER OF JARED ALSO BEGAT SONS AND DAUGHTERS. AND THE FRIENDS OF JARED AND HIS BROTHER WERE IN NUMBER ABOUT TWENTY AND TWO SOULS; AND THEY ALSO BEGAT SONS AND DAUGHTERS BEFORE THEY CAME TO THE PROMISED LAND; AND THEREFORE, THEY BEGAN TO BE MANY. AND THEY WERE TAUGHT TO WALK HUMBLY BEFORE THE LORD; AND THEY WERE ALSO TAUGHT FROM ON HIGH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY BEGAN TO SPREAD UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, AND TO MULTIPLY AND TO TILL THE EARTH; AND THEY DID WAX STRONG IN THE LAND. AND THE BROTHER OF JARED BEGAN TO BE OLD, AND SAW THAT HE MUST SOON GO DOWN TO THE GRAVE; WHEREFORE HE SAID UNTO JARED: LET US GATHER TOGETHER OUR PEOPLE THAT WE MAY NUMBER THEM, THAT WE MAY KNOW OF THEM WHAT THEY WILL DESIRE OF US BEFORE WE GO DOWN TO OUR GRAVES. AND ACCORDINGLY, THE PEOPLE WERE GATHERED TOGETHER. NOW THE NUMBER OF THE SONS AND THE DAUGHTERS OF THE BROTHER OF JARED WERE TWENTY AND TWO SOULS; AND THE NUMBER OF SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF JARED WERE TWELVE, HE HAVING FOUR SONS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID NUMBER THEIR PEOPLE; AND AFTER THAT THEY HAD NUMBERED THEM, THEY DID DESIRE OF THEM THE THINGS WHICH THEY WOULD THAT THEY SHOULD DO BEFORE THEY WENT DOWN TO THEIR GRAVES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE DESIRED OF THEM THAT THEY SHOULD ANOINT ONE OF THEIR SONS TO BE A KING OVER THEM. AND NOW BEHOLD, THIS WAS GRIEVOUS UNTO THEM. AND THE BROTHER OF JARED SAID UNTO THEM: SURELY THIS THING LEADETH INTO CAPTIVITY. BUT JARED SAID UNTO HIS BROTHER: SUFFER THEM THAT THEY MAY HAVE A KING. AND THEREFORE, HE SAID UNTO THEM: CHOOSE YE OUT FROM AMONG OUR SONS A KING, EVEN WHOM YE WILL. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY CHOSE EVEN THE FIRSTBORN OF THE BROTHER OF JARED; AND HIS NAME WAS PAGAG. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE REFUSED AND WOULD NOT BE THEIR KING. AND THE PEOPLE WOULD THAT HIS FATHER SHOULD CONSTRAIN HIM, BUT HIS FATHER WOULD NOT; AND HE COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD CONSTRAIN NO MAN TO BE THEIR KING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY CHOSE ALL THE BROTHERS OF PAGAG, AND THEY WOULD NOT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NEITHER WOULD THE SONS OF JARED, EVEN ALL SAVE IT WERE ONE; AND ORIHAH WAS ANOINTED TO BE KING OVER THE PEOPLE. AND HE BEGAN TO REIGN, AND THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO PROSPER; AND THEY BECAME EXCEEDINGLY RICH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT JARED DIED, AND HIS BROTHER ALSO. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ORIHAH DID WALK HUMBLY BEFORE THE LORD, AND DID REMEMBER HOW GREAT THINGS THE LORD HAD DONE FOR HIS FATHER, AND ALSO TAUGHT HIS PEOPLE HOW GREAT THINGS THE LORD HAD DONE FOR THEIR FATHERS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ORIHAH DID EXECUTE JUDGMENT UPON THE LAND IN RIGHTEOUSNESS ALL HIS DAYS, WHOSE DAYS WERE EXCEEDINGLY MANY. AND HE BEGAT SONS AND DAUGHTERS; YEA, HE BEGAT THIRTY AND ONE, AMONG WHOM WERE TWENTY AND THREE SONS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE ALSO BEGAT KIB IN HIS OLD AGE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KIB REIGNED IN HIS STEAD; AND KIB BEGAT CORIHOR. AND WHEN CORIHOR WAS THIRTY AND TWO YEARS OLD HE REBELLED AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND WENT OVER AND DWELT IN THE LAND OF NEHOR; AND HE BEGAT SONS AND DAUGHTERS, AND THEY BECAME EXCEEDINGLY FAIR; WHEREFORE CORIHOR DREW AWAY MANY PEOPLE AFTER HIM. AND WHEN HE HAD GATHERED TOGETHER AN ARMY HE CAME UP UNTO THE LAND OF MORON WHERE THE KING DWELT, AND TOOK HIM CAPTIVE, WHICH BROUGHT TO PASS THE SAYING OF THE BROTHER OF JARED THAT THEY WOULD BE BROUGHT INTO CAPTIVITY. NOW THE LAND OF MORON, WHERE THE KING DWELT, WAS NEAR THE LAND WHICH IS CALLED DESOLATION BY THE NEPHITES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KIB DWELT IN CAPTIVITY, AND HIS PEOPLE UNDER CORIHOR HIS SON, UNTIL HE BECAME EXCEEDINGLY OLD; NEVERTHELESS, KIB BEGAT SHULE IN HIS OLD AGE, WHILE HE WAS YET IN CAPTIVITY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SHULE WAS ANGRY WITH HIS BROTHER; AND SHULE WAXED STRONG, AND BECAME MIGHTY AS TO THE STRENGTH OF A MAN; AND HE WAS ALSO MIGHTY IN JUDGMENT. WHEREFORE, HE CAME TO THE HILL EPHRAIM, AND HE DID MOLTEN OUT OF THE HILL, AND MADE SWORDS OUT OF STEEL FOR THOSE WHOM HE HAD DRAWN AWAY WITH HIM; AND AFTER HE HAD ARMED THEM WITH SWORDS, HE RETURNED TO THE CITY NEHOR, AND GAVE BATTLE UNTO HIS BROTHER CORIHOR, BY WHICH MEANS HE OBTAINED THE KINGDOM AND RESTORED IT UNTO HIS FATHER KIB. AND NOW BECAUSE OF THE THING WHICH SHULE HAD DONE, HIS FATHER BESTOWED UPON HIM THE KINGDOM; THEREFORE, HE BEGAN TO REIGN IN THE STEAD OF HIS FATHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID EXECUTE JUDGMENT IN RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND HE DID SPREAD HIS KINGDOM UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND, FOR THE PEOPLE HAD BECOME EXCEEDINGLY NUMEROUS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SHULE ALSO BEGAT MANY SONS AND DAUGHTERS. AND CORIHOR REPENTED OF THE MANY EVILS WHICH HE HAD DONE; WHEREFORE SHULE GAVE HIM POWER IN HIS KINGDOM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT CORIHOR HAD MANY SONS AND DAUGHTERS. AND AMONG THE SONS OF CORIHOR THERE WAS ONE WHOSE NAME WAS NOAH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NOAH REBELLED AGAINST SHULE, THE KING, AND ALSO HIS FATHER CORIHOR, AND DREW AWAY COHOR HIS BROTHER, AND ALSO ALL HIS BRETHREN AND MANY OF THE PEOPLE. AND HE GAVE BATTLE UNTO SHULE, THE KING, IN WHICH HE DID OBTAIN THE LAND OF THEIR FIRST INHERITANCE; AND HE BECAME A KING OVER THAT PART OF THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE GAVE BATTLE AGAIN UNTO SHULE, THE KING; AND HE TOOK SHULE, THE KING, AND CARRIED HIM AWAY CAPTIVE INTO MORON. AND IT CAME TO PASS AS HE WAS ABOUT TO PUT HIM TO DEATH, THE SONS OF SHULE CREPT INTO THE HOUSE OF NOAH BY NIGHT AND SLEW HIM, AND BROKE DOWN THE DOOR OF THE PRISON AND BROUGHT OUT THEIR FATHER, AND PLACED HIM UPON HIS THRONE IN HIS OWN KINGDOM. WHEREFORE, THE SON OF NOAH DID BUILD UP HIS KINGDOM IN HIS STEAD; NEVERTHELESS, THEY DID NOT GAIN POWER ANY MORE OVER SHULE THE KING, AND THE PEOPLE WHO WERE UNDER THE REIGN OF SHULE THE KING DID PROSPER EXCEEDINGLY AND WAX GREAT. AND THE COUNTRY WAS DIVIDED; AND THERE WERE TWO KINGDOMS, THE KINGDOM OF SHULE, AND THE KINGDOM OF COHOR, THE SON OF NOAH. AND COHOR, THE SON OF NOAH, CAUSED THAT HIS PEOPLE SHOULD GIVE BATTLE UNTO SHULE, IN WHICH SHULE DID BEAT THEM AND DID SLAY COHOR. AND NOW COHOR HAD A SON WHO WAS CALLED NIMROD; AND NIMROD GAVE UP THE KINGDOM OF COHOR UNTO SHULE, AND HE DID GAIN FAVOR IN THE EYES OF SHULE; WHEREFORE SHULE DID BESTOW GREAT FAVORS UPON HIM, AND HE DID DO IN THE KINGDOM OF SHULE ACCORDING TO HIS DESIRES. AND ALSO, IN THE REIGN OF SHULE THERE CAME PROPHETS AMONG THE PEOPLE, WHO WERE SENT FROM THE LORD, PROPHESYING THAT THE WICKEDNESS AND IDOLATRY OF THE PEOPLE WAS BRINGING A CURSE UPON THE LAND, AND THEY SHOULD BE DESTROYED IF THEY DID NOT REPENT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE DID REVILE AGAINST THE PROPHETS, AND DID MOCK THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KING SHULE DID EXECUTE JUDGMENT AGAINST ALL THOSE WHO DID REVILE AGAINST THE PROPHETS. AND HE DID EXECUTE A LAW THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND, WHICH GAVE POWER UNTO THE PROPHETS THAT THEY SHOULD GO WHITHERSOEVER THEY WOULD; AND BY THIS CAUSE THE PEOPLE WERE BROUGHT UNTO REPENTANCE. AND BECAUSE THE PEOPLE DID REPENT OF THEIR INIQUITIES AND IDOLATRIES THE LORD DID SPARE THEM, AND THEY BEGAN TO PROSPER AGAIN IN THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SHULE BEGAT SONS AND DAUGHTERS IN HIS OLD AGE. AND THERE WERE NO MORE WARS IN THE DAYS OF SHULE; AND HE REMEMBERED THE GREAT THINGS THAT THE LORD HAD DONE FOR HIS FATHERS IN BRINGING THEM ACROSS THE GREAT DEEP INTO THE PROMISED LAND; WHEREFORE HE DID EXECUTE JUDGMENT IN RIGHTEOUSNESS ALL HIS DAYS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE BEGAT OMER, AND OMER REIGNED IN HIS STEAD. AND OMER BEGAT JARED; AND JARED BEGAT SONS AND DAUGHTERS. AND JARED REBELLED AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND CAME AND DWELT IN THE LAND OF HETH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID FLATTER MANY PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF HIS CUNNING WORDS, UNTIL HE HAD GAINED THE HALF OF THE KINGDOM. AND WHEN HE HAD GAINED THE HALF OF THE KINGDOM, HE GAVE BATTLE UNTO HIS FATHER, AND HE DID CARRY AWAY HIS FATHER INTO CAPTIVITY, AND DID MAKE HIM SERVE IN CAPTIVITY; AND NOW, IN THE DAYS OF THE REIGN OF OMER HE WAS IN CAPTIVITY THE HALF OF HIS DAYS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE BEGAT SONS AND DAUGHTERS, AMONG WHOM WERE ESROM AND CORIANTUMR; AND THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY ANGRY BECAUSE OF THE DOINGS OF JARED THEIR BROTHER, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID RAISE AN ARMY AND GAVE BATTLE UNTO JARED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID GIVE BATTLE UNTO HIM BY NIGHT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD SLAIN THE ARMY OF JARED, THEY WERE ABOUT TO SLAY HIM ALSO; AND HE PLED WITH THEM THAT THEY WOULD NOT SLAY HIM, AND HE WOULD GIVE UP THE KINGDOM UNTO HIS FATHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID GRANT UNTO HIM HIS LIFE. AND NOW JARED BECAME EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL BECAUSE OF THE LOSS OF THE KINGDOM, FOR HE HAD SET HIS HEART UPON THE KINGDOM AND UPON THE GLORY OF THE WORLD. NOW THE DAUGHTER OF JARED BEING EXCEEDINGLY EXPERT, AND SEEING THE SORROWS OF HER FATHER, THOUGHT TO DEVISE A PLAN WHEREBY SHE COULD REDEEM THE KINGDOM UNTO HER FATHER. NOW THE DAUGHTER OF JARED WAS EXCEEDINGLY FAIR. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SHE DID TALK WITH HER FATHER, AND SAID UNTO HIM: WHEREBY HATH MY FATHER SO MUCH SORROW? HATH HE NOT READ THE RECORD WHICH OUR FATHERS BROUGHT ACROSS THE GREAT DEEP? BEHOLD, IS THERE NOT AN ACCOUNT CONCERNING THEM OF OLD, THAT THEY BY THEIR SECRET PLANS DID OBTAIN KINGDOMS AND GREAT GLORY? AND NOW, THEREFORE, LET MY FATHER SEND FOR AKISH, THE SON OF KIMNOR; AND BEHOLD, I AM FAIR, AND I WILL DANCE BEFORE HIM, AND I WILL PLEASE HIM, THAT HE WILL DESIRE ME TO WIFE; WHEREFORE IF HE SHALL DESIRE OF THEE THAT YE SHALL GIVE UNTO HIM ME TO WIFE, THEN SHALL YE SAY: I WILL GIVE HER IF YE WILL BRING UNTO ME THE HEAD OF MY FATHER, THE KING. AND NOW OMER WAS A FRIEND TO AKISH; WHEREFORE, WHEN JARED HAD SENT FOR AKISH, THE DAUGHTER OF JARED DANCED BEFORE HIM THAT SHE PLEASED HIM, INSOMUCH THAT HE DESIRED HER TO WIFE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE SAID UNTO JARED: GIVE HER UNTO ME TO WIFE. AND JARED SAID UNTO HIM: I WILL GIVE HER UNTO YOU, IF YE WILL BRING UNTO ME THE HEAD OF MY FATHER, THE KING. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AKISH GATHERED IN UNTO THE HOUSE OF JARED ALL HIS KINSFOLK, AND SAID UNTO THEM: WILL YE SWEAR UNTO ME THAT YE WILL BE FAITHFUL UNTO ME IN THE THING WHICH I SHALL DESIRE OF YOU? AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY ALL SWARE UNTO HIM, BY THE GOD OF HEAVEN, AND ALSO BY THE HEAVENS, AND ALSO BY THE EARTH, AND BY THEIR HEADS, THAT WHOSO SHOULD VARY FROM THE ASSISTANCE WHICH AKISH DESIRED SHOULD LOSE HIS HEAD; AND WHOSO SHOULD DIVULGE WHATSOEVER THING AKISH MADE KNOWN UNTO THEM, THE SAME SHOULD LOSE HIS LIFE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THUS THEY DID AGREE WITH AKISH. AND AKISH DID ADMINISTER UNTO THEM THE OATHS WHICH WERE GIVEN BY THEM OF OLD WHO ALSO SOUGHT POWER, WHICH HAD BEEN HANDED DOWN EVEN FROM CAIN, WHO WAS A MURDERER FROM THE BEGINNING. AND THEY WERE KEPT UP BY THE POWER OF THE DEVIL TO ADMINISTER THESE OATHS UNTO THE PEOPLE, TO KEEP THEM IN DARKNESS, TO HELP SUCH AS SOUGHT POWER TO GAIN POWER, AND TO MURDER, AND TO PLUNDER, AND TO LIE, AND TO COMMIT ALL MANNER OF WICKEDNESS AND WHOREDOMS. AND IT WAS THE DAUGHTER OF JARED WHO PUT IT INTO HIS HEART TO SEARCH UP THESE THINGS OF OLD; AND JARED PUT IT INTO THE HEART OF AKISH; WHEREFORE, AKISH ADMINISTERED IT UNTO HIS KINDRED AND FRIENDS, LEADING THEM AWAY BY FAIR PROMISES TO DO WHATSOEVER THING HE DESIRED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY FORMED A SECRET COMBINATION, EVEN AS THEY OF OLD; WHICH COMBINATION IS MOST ABOMINABLE AND WICKED ABOVE ALL, IN THE SIGHT OF GOD; FOR THE LORD WORKETH NOT IN SECRET COMBINATIONS, NEITHER DOTH HE WILL THAT MAN SHOULD SHED BLOOD, BUT IN ALL THINGS HATH FORBIDDEN IT, FROM THE BEGINNING OF MAN. AND NOW I, MORONI, DO NOT WRITE THE MANNER OF THEIR OATHS AND COMBINATIONS, FOR IT HATH BEEN MADE KNOWN UNTO ME THAT THEY ARE HAD AMONG ALL PEOPLE, AND THEY ARE HAD AMONG THE LAMANITES. AND THEY HAVE CAUSED THE DESTRUCTION OF THIS PEOPLE OF WHOM I AM NOW SPEAKING, AND ALSO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE PEOPLE OF NEPHI. AND WHATSOEVER NATION SHALL UPHOLD SUCH SECRET COMBINATIONS, TO GET POWER AND GAIN, UNTIL THEY SHALL SPREAD OVER THE NATION, BEHOLD, THEY SHALL BE DESTROYED; FOR THE LORD WILL NOT SUFFER THAT THE BLOOD OF HIS SAINTS, WHICH SHALL BE SHED BY THEM, SHALL ALWAYS CRY UNTO HIM FROM THE GROUND FOR VENGEANCE UPON THEM AND YET HE, AVENGE THEM NOT. WHEREFORE, O YE GENTILES, IT IS WISDOM IN GOD THAT THESE THINGS SHOULD BE SHOWN UNTO YOU, THAT THEREBY YE MAY REPENT OF YOUR SINS, AND SUFFER NOT THAT THESE MURDEROUS COMBINATIONS SHALL GET ABOVE YOU, WHICH ARE BUILT UP TO GET POWER AND GAIN—AND THE WORK, YEA, EVEN THE WORK OF DESTRUCTION COME UPON YOU, YEA, EVEN THE SWORD OF THE JUSTICE OF THE ETERNAL GOD SHALL FALL UPON YOU, TO YOUR OVERTHROW AND DESTRUCTION IF YE SHALL SUFFER THESE THINGS TO BE. WHEREFORE, THE LORD COMMANDETH YOU, WHEN YE SHALL SEE THESE THINGS COME AMONG YOU THAT YE SHALL AWAKE TO A SENSE OF YOUR AWFUL SITUATION, BECAUSE OF THIS SECRET COMBINATION WHICH SHALL BE AMONG YOU; OR WO BE UNTO IT, BECAUSE OF THE BLOOD OF THEM WHO HAVE BEEN SLAIN; FOR THEY CRY FROM THE DUST FOR VENGEANCE UPON IT, AND ALSO UPON THOSE WHO BUILT IT UP. FOR IT COMETH TO PASS THAT WHOSO BUILDETH IT UP SEEKETH TO OVERTHROW THE FREEDOM OF ALL LANDS, NATIONS, AND COUNTRIES; AND IT BRINGETH TO PASS THE DESTRUCTION OF ALL PEOPLE, FOR IT IS BUILT UP BY THE DEVIL, WHO IS THE FATHER [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] OF ALL LIES; EVEN THAT SAME LIAR WHO BEGUILED OUR FIRST PARENTS, YEA, EVEN THAT SAME LIAR WHO HATH CAUSED MAN TO COMMIT MURDER FROM THE BEGINNING; WHO HATH HARDENED THE HEARTS OF MEN THAT THEY HAVE MURDERED THE PROPHETS, AND STONED THEM, AND CAST THEM OUT FROM THE BEGINNING. WHEREFORE, I, MORONI, AM COMMANDED TO WRITE THESE THINGS THAT EVIL MAY BE DONE AWAY, AND THAT THE TIME MAY COME THAT SATAN MAY HAVE NO POWER UPON THE HEARTS OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN, BUT THAT THEY MAY BE PERSUADED TO DO GOOD CONTINUALLY, THAT THEY MAY COME UNTO THE FOUNTAIN OF ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS AND BE SAVED.
ETHER 4
AND NOW I, MORONI, PROCEED WITH MY RECORD. THEREFORE, BEHOLD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT BECAUSE OF THE SECRET COMBINATIONS OF AKISH AND HIS FRIENDS, BEHOLD, THEY DID OVERTHROW THE KINGDOM OF OMER. NEVERTHELESS, THE LORD WAS MERCIFUL UNTO OMER, AND ALSO TO HIS SONS AND TO HIS DAUGHTERS WHO DID NOT SEEK HIS DESTRUCTION. AND THE LORD WARNED OMER IN A DREAM THAT HE SHOULD DEPART OUT OF THE LAND; WHEREFORE OMER DEPARTED OUT OF THE LAND WITH HIS FAMILY, AND TRAVELED MANY DAYS, AND CAME OVER AND PASSED BY THE HILL OF SHIM, AND CAME OVER BY THE PLACE WHERE THE NEPHITES WERE DESTROYED, AND FROM THENCE EASTWARD, AND CAME TO A PLACE WHICH WAS CALLED ABLOM, BY THE SEASHORE, AND THERE HE PITCHED HIS TENT, AND ALSO HIS SONS AND HIS DAUGHTERS, AND ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD, SAVE IT WERE JARED AND HIS FAMILY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT JARED WAS ANOINTED KING OVER THE PEOPLE, BY THE HAND OF WICKEDNESS; AND HE GAVE UNTO AKISH HIS DAUGHTER TO WIFE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AKISH SOUGHT THE LIFE OF HIS FATHER-IN-LAW; AND HE APPLIED UNTO THOSE WHOM HE HAD SWORN BY THE OATH OF THE ANCIENTS, AND THEY OBTAINED THE HEAD OF HIS FATHER-IN-LAW, AS HE SAT UPON HIS THRONE, GIVING AUDIENCE TO HIS PEOPLE. FOR SO GREAT HAD BEEN THE SPREADING OF THIS WICKED AND SECRET SOCIETY THAT IT HAD CORRUPTED THE HEARTS OF ALL THE PEOPLE; THEREFORE, JARED WAS MURDERED UPON HIS THRONE, AND AKISH REIGNED IN HIS STEAD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AKISH BEGAN TO BE JEALOUS OF HIS SON, THEREFORE HE SHUT HIM UP IN PRISON, AND KEPT HIM UPON LITTLE OR NO FOOD UNTIL HE HAD SUFFERED DEATH. AND NOW THE BROTHER OF HIM THAT SUFFERED DEATH, (AND HIS NAME WAS NIMRAH) WAS ANGRY WITH HIS FATHER BECAUSE OF THAT WHICH HIS FATHER HAD DONE UNTO HIS BROTHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT NIMRAH GATHERED TOGETHER A SMALL NUMBER OF MEN, AND FLED OUT OF THE LAND, AND CAME OVER AND DWELT WITH OMER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AKISH BEGAT OTHER SONS, AND THEY WON THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE, NOTWITHSTANDING THEY HAD SWORN UNTO HIM TO DO ALL MANNER OF INIQUITY ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH HE DESIRED. NOW THE PEOPLE OF AKISH WERE DESIROUS FOR GAIN, EVEN AS AKISH WAS DESIROUS FOR POWER; WHEREFORE, THE SONS OF AKISH DID OFFER THEM MONEY, BY WHICH MEANS THEY DREW AWAY THE MORE PART OF THE PEOPLE AFTER THEM. AND THERE BEGAN TO BE A WAR BETWEEN THE SONS OF AKISH AND AKISH, WHICH LASTED FOR THE SPACE OF MANY YEARS, YEA, UNTO THE DESTRUCTION OF NEARLY ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE KINGDOM, YEA, EVEN ALL, SAVE IT WERE THIRTY SOULS, AND THEY WHO FLED WITH THE HOUSE OF OMER. WHEREFORE, OMER WAS RESTORED AGAIN TO THE LAND OF HIS INHERITANCE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT OMER BEGAN TO BE OLD; NEVERTHELESS, IN HIS OLD AGE HE BEGAT EMER; AND HE ANOINTED EMER TO BE KING TO REIGN IN HIS STEAD. AND AFTER THAT HE HAD ANOINTED EMER TO BE KING HE SAW PEACE IN THE LAND FOR THE SPACE OF TWO YEARS, AND HE DIED, HAVING SEEN EXCEEDINGLY MANY DAYS, WHICH WERE FULL OF SORROW. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT EMER DID REIGN IN HIS STEAD, AND DID FILL THE STEPS OF HIS FATHER. AND THE LORD BEGAN AGAIN TO TAKE THE CURSE FROM OFF THE LAND, AND THE HOUSE OF EMER DID PROSPER EXCEEDINGLY UNDER THE REIGN OF EMER; AND IN THE SPACE OF SIXTY AND TWO YEARS THEY HAD BECOME EXCEEDINGLY STRONG, INSOMUCH THAT THEY BECAME EXCEEDINGLY RICH—HAVING ALL MANNER OF FRUIT, AND OF GRAIN, AND OF SILKS, AND OF FINE LINEN, AND OF GOLD, AND OF SILVER, AND OF PRECIOUS THINGS; AND ALSO ALL MANNER OF CATTLE, OF OXEN, AND COWS, AND OF SHEEP, AND OF SWINE, AND OF GOATS, AND ALSO MANY OTHER KINDS OF ANIMALS WHICH WERE USEFUL FOR THE FOOD OF MAN. AND THEY ALSO HAD HORSES, AND ASSES, AND THERE WERE ELEPHANTS AND CURELOMS AND CUMOMS; ALL OF WHICH WERE USEFUL UNTO MAN, AND MORE ESPECIALLY THE ELEPHANTS AND CURELOMS AND CUMOMS. AND THUS, THE LORD DID POUR OUT HIS BLESSINGS UPON THIS LAND, WHICH WAS CHOICE ABOVE ALL OTHER LANDS; AND HE COMMANDED THAT WHOSO SHOULD POSSESS THE LAND SHOULD POSSESS IT UNTO THE LORD, OR THEY SHOULD BE DESTROYED WHEN THEY WERE RIPENED IN INIQUITY; FOR UPON SUCH, SAITH THE LORD: I WILL POUR OUT THE FULNESS OF MY WRATH. AND EMER DID EXECUTE JUDGMENT IN RIGHTEOUSNESS ALL HIS DAYS, AND HE BEGAT MANY SONS AND DAUGHTERS; AND HE BEGAT CORIANTUM, AND HE ANOINTED CORIANTUM TO REIGN IN HIS STEAD. AND AFTER HE HAD ANOINTED CORIANTUM TO REIGN IN HIS STEAD HE LIVED FOUR YEARS, AND HE SAW PEACE IN THE LAND; YEA, AND HE EVEN SAW THE SON OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND DID REJOICE AND GLORY IN HIS DAY; AND HE DIED IN PEACE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT CORIANTUM DID WALK IN THE STEPS OF HIS FATHER, AND DID BUILD MANY MIGHTY CITIES, AND DID ADMINISTER THAT WHICH WAS GOOD UNTO HIS PEOPLE IN ALL HIS DAYS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE HAD NO CHILDREN EVEN UNTIL HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY OLD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HIS WIFE DIED, BEING A HUNDRED AND TWO YEARS OLD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT CORIANTUM TOOK TO WIFE, IN HIS OLD AGE, A YOUNG MAID, AND BEGAT SONS AND DAUGHTERS; WHEREFORE HE LIVED UNTIL HE WAS A HUNDRED AND FORTY AND TWO YEARS OLD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE BEGAT COM, AND COM REIGNED IN HIS STEAD; AND HE REIGNED FORTY AND NINE YEARS, AND HE BEGAT HETH; AND HE ALSO BEGAT OTHER SONS AND DAUGHTERS. AND THE PEOPLE HAD SPREAD AGAIN OVER ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND, AND THERE BEGAN AGAIN TO BE AN EXCEEDINGLY GREAT WICKEDNESS UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, AND HETH BEGAN TO EMBRACE THE SECRET PLANS AGAIN OF OLD, TO DESTROY HIS FATHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID DETHRONE HIS FATHER, FOR HE SLEW HIM WITH HIS OWN SWORD; AND HE DID REIGN IN HIS STEAD. AND THERE CAME PROPHETS IN THE LAND AGAIN, CRYING REPENTANCE UNTO THEM—THAT THEY MUST PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD OR THERE SHOULD COME A CURSE UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND; YEA, EVEN THERE SHOULD BE A GREAT FAMINE, IN WHICH THEY SHOULD BE DESTROYED IF THEY DID NOT REPENT. BUT THE PEOPLE BELIEVED NOT THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS, BUT THEY CAST THEM OUT; AND SOME OF THEM THEY CAST INTO PITS AND LEFT THEM TO PERISH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID ALL THESE THINGS ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF THE KING, HETH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE BEGAN TO BE A GREAT DEARTH UPON THE LAND, AND THE INHABITANTS BEGAN TO BE DESTROYED EXCEEDINGLY FAST BECAUSE OF THE DEARTH, FOR THERE WAS NO RAIN UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH. AND THERE CAME FORTH POISONOUS SERPENTS ALSO UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, AND DID POISON MANY PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEIR FLOCKS BEGAN TO FLEE BEFORE THE POISONOUS SERPENTS, TOWARDS THE LAND SOUTHWARD, WHICH WAS CALLED BY THE NEPHITES ZARAHEMLA. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE MANY OF THEM WHICH DID PERISH BY THE WAY; NEVERTHELESS, THERE WERE SOME WHICH FLED INTO THE LAND SOUTHWARD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD DID CAUSE THE SERPENTS THAT THEY SHOULD PURSUE THEM NO MORE, BUT THAT THEY SHOULD HEDGE UP THE WAY THAT THE PEOPLE COULD NOT PASS, THAT WHOSO SHOULD ATTEMPT TO PASS MIGHT FALL BY THE POISONOUS SERPENTS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE DID FOLLOW THE COURSE OF THE BEASTS, AND DID DEVOUR THE CARCASSES OF THEM WHICH FELL BY THE WAY, UNTIL THEY HAD DEVOURED THEM ALL. NOW WHEN THE PEOPLE SAW THAT THEY MUST PERISH THEY BEGAN TO REPENT OF THEIR INIQUITIES AND CRY UNTO THE LORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD HUMBLED THEMSELVES SUFFICIENTLY BEFORE THE LORD, HE DID SEND RAIN UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH; AND THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO REVIVE AGAIN, AND THERE BEGAN TO BE FRUIT IN THE NORTH COUNTRIES, AND IN ALL THE COUNTRIES ROUND ABOUT. AND THE LORD DID SHOW FORTH HIS POWER UNTO THEM IN PRESERVING THEM FROM FAMINE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SHEZ, WHO WAS A DESCENDANT OF HETH—FOR HETH HAD PERISHED BY THE FAMINE, AND ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD SAVE IT WERE SHEZ— WHEREFORE, SHEZ BEGAN TO BUILD UP AGAIN A BROKEN PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SHEZ DID REMEMBER THE DESTRUCTION OF HIS FATHERS, AND HE DID BUILD UP A RIGHTEOUS KINGDOM; FOR HE REMEMBERED WHAT THE LORD HAD DONE IN BRINGING JARED AND HIS BROTHER ACROSS THE DEEP; AND HE DID WALK IN THE WAYS OF THE LORD; AND HE BEGAT SONS AND DAUGHTERS. AND HIS ELDEST SON, WHOSE NAME WAS SHEZ, DID REBEL AGAINST HIM; NEVERTHELESS, SHEZ WAS SMITTEN BY THE HAND OF A ROBBER, BECAUSE OF HIS EXCEEDING RICHES, WHICH BROUGHT PEACE AGAIN UNTO HIS FATHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HIS FATHER DID BUILD UP MANY CITIES UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, AND THE PEOPLE BEGAN AGAIN TO SPREAD OVER ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND SHEZ DID LIVE TO AN EXCEEDINGLY OLD AGE; AND HE BEGAT RIPLAKISH. AND HE DIED, AND RIPLAKISH REIGNED IN HIS STEAD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT RIPLAKISH DID NOT DO THAT WHICH WAS RIGHT IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD, FOR HE DID HAVE MANY WIVES AND CONCUBINES, AND DID LAY THAT UPON MEN’S SHOULDERS WHICH WAS GRIEVOUS TO BE BORNE; YEA, HE DID TAX THEM WITH HEAVY TAXES; AND WITH THE TAXES HE DID BUILD MANY SPACIOUS BUILDINGS. AND HE DID ERECT HIM AN EXCEEDINGLY BEAUTIFUL THRONE; AND HE DID BUILD MANY PRISONS, AND WHOSO WOULD NOT BE SUBJECT UNTO TAXES HE DID CAST INTO PRISON; AND WHOSO WAS NOT ABLE TO PAY TAXES HE DID CAST INTO PRISON; AND HE DID CAUSE THAT THEY SHOULD LABOR CONTINUALLY FOR THEIR SUPPORT; AND WHOSO REFUSED TO LABOR HE DID CAUSE TO BE PUT TO DEATH. WHEREFORE HE DID OBTAIN ALL HIS FINE WORK, YEA, EVEN HIS FINE GOLD HE DID CAUSE TO BE REFINED IN PRISON; AND ALL MANNER OF FINE WORKMANSHIP HE DID CAUSE TO BE WROUGHT IN PRISON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID AFFLICT THE PEOPLE WITH HIS WHOREDOMS AND ABOMINATIONS. AND WHEN HE HAD REIGNED FOR THE SPACE OF FORTY AND TWO YEARS THE PEOPLE DID RISE UP IN REBELLION AGAINST HIM; AND THERE BEGAN TO BE WAR AGAIN IN THE LAND, INSOMUCH THAT RIPLAKISH WAS KILLED, AND HIS DESCENDANTS WERE DRIVEN OUT OF THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THE SPACE OF MANY YEARS, MORIANTON, (HE BEING A DESCENDANT OF RIPLAKISH) GATHERED TOGETHER AN ARMY OF OUTCASTS, AND WENT FORTH AND GAVE BATTLE UNTO THE PEOPLE; AND HE GAINED POWER OVER MANY CITIES; AND THE WAR BECAME EXCEEDINGLY SORE, AND DID LAST FOR THE SPACE OF MANY YEARS; AND HE DID GAIN POWER OVER ALL THE LAND, AND DID ESTABLISH HIMSELF KING OVER ALL THE LAND. AND AFTER THAT HE HAD ESTABLISHED HIMSELF KING, HE DID EASE THE BURDEN OF THE PEOPLE, BY WHICH HE DID GAIN FAVOR IN THE EYES OF THE PEOPLE, AND THEY DID ANOINT HIM TO BE THEIR KING. AND HE DID DO JUSTICE UNTO THE PEOPLE, BUT NOT UNTO HIMSELF BECAUSE OF HIS MANY WHOREDOMS; WHEREFORE HE WAS CUT OFF FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORIANTON BUILT UP MANY CITIES, AND THE PEOPLE BECAME EXCEEDINGLY RICH UNDER HIS REIGN, BOTH IN BUILDINGS, AND IN GOLD AND SILVER, AND IN RAISING GRAIN, AND IN FLOCKS, AND HERDS, AND SUCH THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN RESTORED UNTO THEM. AND MORIANTON DID LIVE TO AN EXCEEDINGLY GREAT AGE, AND THEN HE BEGAT KIM; AND KIM DID REIGN IN THE STEAD OF HIS FATHER; AND HE DID REIGN EIGHT YEARS, AND HIS FATHER DIED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KIM DID NOT REIGN IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHEREFORE HE WAS NOT FAVORED OF THE LORD. AND HIS BROTHER DID RISE UP IN REBELLION AGAINST HIM, BY WHICH HE DID BRING HIM INTO CAPTIVITY; AND HE DID REMAIN IN CAPTIVITY ALL HIS DAYS; AND HE BEGAT SONS AND DAUGHTERS IN CAPTIVITY, AND IN HIS OLD AGE HE BEGAT LEVI; AND HE DIED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT LEVI DID SERVE IN CAPTIVITY AFTER THE DEATH OF HIS FATHER, FOR THE SPACE OF FORTY AND TWO YEARS. AND HE DID MAKE WAR AGAINST THE KING OF THE LAND, BY WHICH HE DID OBTAIN UNTO HIMSELF THE KINGDOM. AND AFTER HE HAD OBTAINED UNTO HIMSELF THE KINGDOM, HE DID THAT WHICH WAS RIGHT IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD; AND THE PEOPLE DID PROSPER IN THE LAND; AND HE DID LIVE TO A GOOD OLD AGE, AND BEGAT SONS AND DAUGHTERS; AND HE ALSO BEGAT COROM, WHOM HE ANOINTED KING IN HIS STEAD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT COROM DID THAT WHICH WAS GOOD IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD ALL HIS DAYS; AND HE BEGAT MANY SONS AND DAUGHTERS; AND AFTER HE HAD SEEN MANY DAYS HE DID PASS AWAY, EVEN LIKE UNTO THE REST OF THE EARTH; AND KISH REIGNED IN HIS STEAD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT KISH PASSED AWAY ALSO, AND LIB REIGNED IN HIS STEAD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT LIB ALSO DID THAT WHICH WAS GOOD IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD. AND IN THE DAYS OF LIB THE POISONOUS SERPENTS WERE DESTROYED. WHEREFORE THEY DID GO INTO THE LAND SOUTHWARD, TO HUNT FOOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND, FOR THE LAND WAS COVERED WITH ANIMALS OF THE FOREST. AND LIB ALSO HIMSELF BECAME A GREAT HUNTER. AND THEY BUILT A GREAT CITY BY THE NARROW NECK OF LAND, BY THE PLACE WHERE THE SEA DIVIDES THE LAND. AND THEY DID PRESERVE THE LAND SOUTHWARD FOR A WILDERNESS, TO GET GAME. AND THE WHOLE FACE OF THE LAND NORTHWARD WAS COVERED WITH INHABITANTS. AND THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY INDUSTRIOUS, AND THEY DID BUY AND SELL AND TRAFFIC ONE WITH ANOTHER, THAT THEY MIGHT GET GAIN. AND THEY DID WORK IN ALL MANNER OF ORE, AND THEY DID MAKE GOLD, AND SILVER, AND IRON, AND BRASS, AND ALL MANNER OF METALS; AND THEY DID DIG IT OUT OF THE EARTH; WHEREFORE, THEY DID CAST UP MIGHTY HEAPS OF EARTH TO GET ORE, OF GOLD, AND OF SILVER, AND OF IRON, AND OF COPPER. AND THEY DID WORK ALL MANNER OF FINE WORK. AND THEY DID HAVE SILKS, AND FINE-TWINED LINEN; AND THEY DID WORK ALL MANNER OF CLOTH, THAT THEY MIGHT CLOTHE THEMSELVES FROM THEIR NAKEDNESS. AND THEY DID MAKE ALL MANNER OF TOOLS TO TILL THE EARTH, BOTH TO PLOW AND TO SOW, TO REAP AND TO HOE, AND ALSO TO THRASH. AND THEY DID MAKE ALL MANNER OF TOOLS WITH WHICH THEY DID WORK THEIR BEASTS. AND THEY DID MAKE ALL MANNER OF WEAPONS OF WAR. AND THEY DID WORK ALL MANNER OF WORK OF EXCEEDINGLY CURIOUS WORKMANSHIP. AND NEVER COULD BE A PEOPLE MORE BLESSED THAN WERE THEY, AND MORE PROSPERED BY THE HAND OF THE LORD. AND THEY WERE IN A LAND THAT WAS CHOICE ABOVE ALL LANDS, FOR THE LORD HAD SPOKEN IT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT LIB DID LIVE MANY YEARS, AND BEGAT SONS AND DAUGHTERS; AND HE ALSO BEGAT HEARTHOM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HEARTHOM REIGNED IN THE STEAD OF HIS FATHER. AND WHEN HEARTHOM HAD REIGNED TWENTY AND FOUR YEARS, BEHOLD, THE KINGDOM WAS TAKEN AWAY FROM HIM. AND HE SERVED MANY YEARS IN CAPTIVITY, YEA, EVEN ALL THE REMAINDER OF HIS DAYS. AND HE BEGAT HETH, AND HETH LIVED IN CAPTIVITY ALL HIS DAYS. AND HETH BEGAT AARON, AND AARON DWELT IN CAPTIVITY ALL HIS DAYS; AND HE BEGAT AMNIGADDAH, AND AMNIGADDAH ALSO DWELT IN CAPTIVITY ALL HIS DAYS; AND HE BEGAT CORIANTUM, AND CORIANTUM DWELT IN CAPTIVITY ALL HIS DAYS; AND HE BEGAT COM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT COM DREW AWAY THE HALF OF THE KINGDOM. AND HE REIGNED OVER THE HALF OF THE KINGDOM FORTY AND TWO YEARS; AND HE WENT TO BATTLE AGAINST THE KING, AMGID, AND THEY FOUGHT FOR THE SPACE OF MANY YEARS, DURING WHICH TIME COM GAINED POWER OVER AMGID, AND OBTAINED POWER OVER THE REMAINDER OF THE KINGDOM. AND IN THE DAYS OF COM THERE BEGAN TO BE ROBBERS IN THE LAND; AND THEY ADOPTED THE OLD PLANS, AND ADMINISTERED OATHS AFTER THE MANNER OF THE ANCIENTS, AND SOUGHT AGAIN TO DESTROY THE KINGDOM. NOW COM DID FIGHT AGAINST THEM MUCH; NEVERTHELESS, HE DID NOT PREVAIL AGAINST THEM. AND THERE CAME ALSO IN THE DAYS OF COM MANY PROPHETS, AND PROPHESIED OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THAT GREAT PEOPLE EXCEPT THEY SHOULD REPENT, AND TURN UNTO THE LORD, AND FORSAKE THEIR MURDERS AND WICKEDNESS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PROPHETS WERE REJECTED BY THE PEOPLE, AND THEY FLED UNTO COM FOR PROTECTION, FOR THE PEOPLE SOUGHT TO DESTROY THEM. AND THEY PROPHESIED UNTO COM MANY THINGS; AND HE WAS BLESSED IN ALL THE REMAINDER OF HIS DAYS. AND HE LIVED TO A GOOD OLD AGE, AND BEGAT SHIBLOM; AND SHIBLOM REIGNED IN HIS STEAD. AND THE BROTHER OF SHIBLOM REBELLED AGAINST HIM, AND THERE BEGAN TO BE AN EXCEEDINGLY GREAT WAR IN ALL THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE BROTHER OF SHIBLOM CAUSED THAT ALL THE PROPHETS WHO PROPHESIED OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THE PEOPLE SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH; AND THERE WAS GREAT CALAMITY IN ALL THE LAND, FOR THEY HAD TESTIFIED THAT A GREAT CURSE SHOULD COME UPON THE LAND, AND ALSO UPON THE PEOPLE, AND THAT THERE SHOULD BE A GREAT DESTRUCTION AMONG THEM, SUCH AN ONE AS NEVER HAD BEEN UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND THEIR BONES SHOULD BECOME AS HEAPS OF EARTH UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND EXCEPT THEY SHOULD REPENT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS. AND THEY HEARKENED NOT UNTO THE VOICE OF THE LORD, BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKED COMBINATIONS; WHEREFORE, THERE BEGAN TO BE WARS AND CONTENTIONS IN ALL THE LAND, AND ALSO MANY FAMINES AND PESTILENCES, INSOMUCH THAT THERE WAS A GREAT DESTRUCTION, SUCH A ONE AS NEVER HAD BEEN KNOWN UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH; AND ALL THIS CAME TO PASS IN THE DAYS OF SHIBLOM. AND THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO REPENT OF THEIR INIQUITY; AND INASMUCH AS THEY DID THE LORD DID HAVE MERCY ON THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SHIBLOM WAS SLAIN, AND SETH WAS BROUGHT INTO CAPTIVITY, AND DID DWELL IN CAPTIVITY ALL HIS DAYS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AHAH, HIS SON, DID OBTAIN THE KINGDOM; AND HE DID REIGN OVER THE PEOPLE ALL HIS DAYS. AND HE DID DO ALL MANNER OF INIQUITY IN HIS DAYS, BY WHICH HE DID CAUSE THE SHEDDING OF MUCH BLOOD; AND FEW WERE HIS DAYS. AND ETHEM, BEING A DESCENDANT OF AHAH, DID OBTAIN THE KINGDOM; AND HE ALSO DID DO THAT WHICH WAS WICKED IN HIS DAYS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE DAYS OF ETHEM THERE CAME MANY PROPHETS, AND PROPHESIED AGAIN UNTO THE PEOPLE; YEA, THEY DID PROPHESY THAT THE LORD WOULD UTTERLY DESTROY THEM FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH EXCEPT THEY REPENTED OF THEIR INIQUITIES. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE HARDENED THEIR HEARTS, AND WOULD NOT HEARKEN UNTO THEIR WORDS; AND THE PROPHETS MOURNED AND WITHDREW FROM AMONG THE PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ETHEM DID EXECUTE JUDGMENT IN WICKEDNESS ALL HIS DAYS; AND HE BEGAT MORON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORON DID REIGN IN HIS STEAD; AND MORON DID THAT WHICH WAS WICKED BEFORE THE LORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE AROSE A REBELLION AMONG THE PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF THAT SECRET COMBINATION WHICH WAS BUILT UP TO GET POWER AND GAIN; AND THERE AROSE A MIGHTY MAN AMONG THEM IN INIQUITY, AND GAVE BATTLE UNTO MORON, IN WHICH HE DID OVERTHROW THE HALF OF THE KINGDOM; AND HE DID MAINTAIN THE HALF OF THE KINGDOM FOR MANY YEARS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MORON DID OVERTHROW HIM, AND DID OBTAIN THE KINGDOM AGAIN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE AROSE ANOTHER MIGHTY MAN; AND HE WAS A DESCENDANT OF THE BROTHER OF JARED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE DID OVERTHROW MORON AND OBTAIN THE KINGDOM; WHEREFORE, MORON DWELT IN CAPTIVITY ALL THE REMAINDER OF HIS DAYS; AND HE BEGAT CORIANTOR. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT CORIANTOR DWELT IN CAPTIVITY ALL HIS DAYS. AND IN THE DAYS OF CORIANTOR THERE ALSO CAME MANY PROPHETS, AND PROPHESIED OF GREAT AND MARVELOUS THINGS, AND CRIED REPENTANCE UNTO THE PEOPLE, AND EXCEPT THEY SHOULD REPENT THE LORD GOD WOULD EXECUTE JUDGMENT AGAINST THEM TO THEIR UTTER DESTRUCTION; AND THAT THE LORD GOD WOULD SEND OR BRING FORTH ANOTHER PEOPLE TO POSSESS THE LAND, BY HIS POWER, AFTER THE MANNER BY WHICH HE BROUGHT THEIR FATHERS. AND THEY DID REJECT ALL THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS, BECAUSE OF THEIR SECRET SOCIETY AND WICKED ABOMINATIONS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT CORIANTOR BEGAT ETHER, AND HE DIED, HAVING DWELT IN CAPTIVITY ALL HIS DAYS.
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AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE DAYS OF ETHER WERE IN THE DAYS OF CORIANTUMR; AND CORIANTUMR WAS KING OVER ALL THE LAND. AND ETHER WAS A PROPHET OF THE LORD; WHEREFORE ETHER CAME FORTH IN THE DAYS OF CORIANTUMR, AND BEGAN TO PROPHESY UNTO THE PEOPLE, FOR HE COULD NOT BE RESTRAINED BECAUSE OF THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WHICH WAS IN HIM. FOR HE DID CRY FROM THE MORNING, EVEN UNTIL THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN, EXHORTING THE PEOPLE TO BELIEVE IN GOD UNTO REPENTANCE LEST THEY SHOULD BE DESTROYED, SAYING UNTO THEM THAT BY FAITH ALL THINGS ARE FULFILLED— WHEREFORE, WHOSO BELIEVETH IN GOD MIGHT WITH SURETY HOPE FOR A BETTER WORLD, YEA, EVEN A PLACE AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, WHICH HOPE COMETH OF FAITH, MAKETH AN ANCHOR TO THE SOULS OF MEN, WHICH WOULD MAKE THEM SURE AND STEADFAST, ALWAYS ABOUNDING IN GOOD WORKS, BEING LED TO GLORIFY GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ETHER DID PROPHESY GREAT AND MARVELOUS THINGS UNTO THE PEOPLE, WHICH THEY DID NOT BELIEVE, BECAUSE THEY SAW THEM NOT. AND NOW, I, MORONI, WOULD SPEAK SOMEWHAT CONCERNING THESE THINGS; I WOULD SHOW UNTO THE WORLD THAT FAITH IS THINGS WHICH ARE HOPED FOR AND NOT SEEN; WHEREFORE, DISPUTE NOT BECAUSE YE SEE NOT, FOR YE RECEIVE NO WITNESS UNTIL AFTER THE TRIAL OF YOUR FAITH. FOR IT WAS BY FAITH THAT CHRIST SHOWED HIMSELF UNTO OUR FATHERS, AFTER HE HAD RISEN FROM THE DEAD; AND HE SHOWED NOT HIMSELF UNTO THEM UNTIL AFTER THEY HAD FAITH IN HIM; WHEREFORE, IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT SOME HAD FAITH IN HIM, FOR HE SHOWED HIMSELF NOT UNTO THE WORLD. BUT BECAUSE OF THE FAITH OF MEN HE HAS SHOWN HIMSELF UNTO THE WORLD, AND GLORIFIED THE NAME OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND PREPARED A WAY THAT THEREBY OTHERS MIGHT BE PARTAKERS OF THE HEAVENLY GIFT, THAT THEY MIGHT HOPE FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH THEY HAVE NOT SEEN. WHEREFORE, YE MAY ALSO HAVE HOPE, AND BE PARTAKERS OF THE GIFT, IF YE WILL BUT HAVE FAITH. BEHOLD IT WAS BY FAITH THAT THEY OF OLD WERE CALLED AFTER THE HOLY ORDER OF GOD. WHEREFORE, BY FAITH WAS THE LAW OF MOSES GIVEN. BUT IN THE GIFT OF HIS SON HATH GOD PREPARED A MORE EXCELLENT WAY; AND IT IS BY FAITH THAT IT HATH BEEN FULFILLED. FOR IF THERE BE NO FAITH AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN GOD CAN DO NO MIRACLE AMONG THEM; WHEREFORE, HE SHOWED NOT HIMSELF UNTIL AFTER THEIR FAITH. BEHOLD, IT WAS THE FAITH OF ALMA AND AMULEK THAT CAUSED THE PRISON TO TUMBLE TO THE EARTH. BEHOLD, IT WAS THE FAITH OF NEPHI AND LEHI THAT WROUGHT THE CHANGE UPON THE LAMANITES, THAT THEY WERE BAPTIZED WITH FIRE AND WITH THE HOLY GHOST. BEHOLD, IT WAS THE FAITH OF AMMON AND HIS BRETHREN WHICH WROUGHT SO GREAT A MIRACLE AMONG THE LAMANITES. YEA, AND EVEN ALL THEY WHO WROUGHT MIRACLES WROUGHT THEM BY FAITH, EVEN THOSE WHO WERE BEFORE CHRIST AND ALSO THOSE WHO WERE AFTER. AND IT WAS BY FAITH THAT THE THREE DISCIPLES OBTAINED A PROMISE THAT THEY SHOULD NOT TASTE OF DEATH; AND THEY OBTAINED NOT THE PROMISE UNTIL AFTER THEIR FAITH. AND NEITHER AT ANY TIME HATH ANY WROUGHT MIRACLES UNTIL AFTER THEIR FAITH; WHEREFORE THEY FIRST BELIEVED IN THE SON OF GOD. AND THERE WERE MANY WHOSE FAITH WAS SO EXCEEDINGLY STRONG, EVEN BEFORE CHRIST CAME, WHO COULD NOT BE KEPT FROM WITHIN THE VEIL, BUT TRULY SAW WITH THEIR EYES THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAD BEHELD WITH AN EYE OF FAITH, AND THEY WERE GLAD. AND BEHOLD, WE HAVE SEEN IN THIS RECORD THAT ONE OF THESE WAS THE BROTHER OF JARED; FOR SO GREAT WAS HIS FAITH IN GOD, THAT WHEN GOD PUT FORTH HIS FINGER, HE COULD NOT HIDE IT FROM THE SIGHT OF THE BROTHER OF JARED, BECAUSE OF HIS WORD WHICH HE HAD SPOKEN UNTO HIM, WHICH WORD HE HAD OBTAINED BY FAITH. AND AFTER THE BROTHER OF JARED HAD BEHELD THE FINGER OF THE LORD, BECAUSE OF THE PROMISE WHICH THE BROTHER OF JARED HAD OBTAINED BY FAITH, THE LORD COULD NOT WITHHOLD ANYTHING FROM HIS SIGHT; WHEREFORE HE SHOWED HIM ALL THINGS, FOR HE COULD NO LONGER BE KEPT WITHOUT THE VEIL. AND IT IS BY FAITH THAT MY FATHERS HAVE OBTAINED THE PROMISE THAT THESE THINGS SHOULD COME UNTO THEIR BRETHREN THROUGH THE GENTILES; THEREFORE, THE LORD HATH COMMANDED ME, YEA, EVEN JESUS CHRIST. AND I SAID UNTO HIM: LORD, THE GENTILES WILL MOCK AT THESE THINGS, BECAUSE OF OUR WEAKNESS IN WRITING; FOR LORD THOU HAST MADE US MIGHTY IN WORD BY FAITH, BUT THOU HAST NOT MADE US MIGHTY IN WRITING; FOR THOU HAST MADE ALL THIS PEOPLE THAT THEY COULD SPEAK MUCH, BECAUSE OF THE HOLY GHOST WHICH THOU HAST GIVEN THEM; AND THOU HAST MADE US THAT WE COULD WRITE BUT LITTLE, BECAUSE OF THE AWKWARDNESS OF OUR HANDS. BEHOLD, THOU HAST NOT MADE US MIGHTY IN WRITING LIKE UNTO THE BROTHER OF JARED, FOR THOU MADEST HIM THAT THE THINGS WHICH HE WROTE WERE MIGHTY EVEN AS THOU ART, UNTO THE OVERPOWERING OF MAN TO READ THEM. THOU HAST ALSO MADE OUR WORDS POWERFUL AND GREAT, EVEN THAT WE CANNOT WRITE THEM; WHEREFORE, WHEN WE WRITE WE BEHOLD OUR WEAKNESS, AND STUMBLE BECAUSE OF THE PLACING OF OUR WORDS; AND I FEAR LEST THE GENTILES SHALL MOCK AT OUR WORDS. AND WHEN I HAD SAID THIS, THE LORD SPAKE UNTO ME, SAYING: FOOLS MOCK, BUT THEY SHALL MOURN; AND MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR THE MEEK, THAT THEY SHALL TAKE NO ADVANTAGE OF YOUR WEAKNESS; AND IF MEN COME UNTO ME, I WILL SHOW UNTO THEM THEIR WEAKNESS. I GIVE UNTO MEN WEAKNESS THAT THEY MAY BE HUMBLE; AND MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR ALL MEN THAT HUMBLE THEMSELVES BEFORE ME; FOR IF THEY HUMBLE THEMSELVES BEFORE ME, AND HAVE FAITH IN ME, THEN WILL I MAKE WEAK THINGS BECOME STRONG UNTO THEM. BEHOLD, I WILL SHOW UNTO THE GENTILES THEIR WEAKNESS, AND I WILL SHOW UNTO THEM THAT FAITH, HOPE AND CHARITY BRINGETH UNTO ME— THE FOUNTAIN OF ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND I, MORONI, HAVING HEARD THESE WORDS, WAS COMFORTED, AND SAID: O LORD, THY RIGHTEOUS WILL BE DONE, FOR I KNOW THAT THOU WORKEST UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN ACCORDING TO THEIR FAITH; FOR THE BROTHER OF JARED SAID UNTO THE MOUNTAIN ZERIN, REMOVE AND IT WAS REMOVED. AND IF HE HAD NOT HAD FAITH IT WOULD NOT HAVE MOVED; WHEREFORE THOU WORKEST AFTER MEN HAVE FAITH. FOR THUS DIDST THOU MANIFEST THYSELF UNTO THY DISCIPLES; FOR AFTER THEY HAD FAITH, AND DID SPEAK IN THY NAME, THOU DIDST SHOW THYSELF UNTO THEM IN GREAT POWER. AND I ALSO REMEMBER THAT THOU HAST SAID THAT THOU HAST PREPARED A HOUSE FOR MAN, YEA, EVEN AMONG THE MANSIONS OF THY FATHER [STEPHEN], IN WHICH MAN MIGHT HAVE A MORE EXCELLENT HOPE; WHEREFORE MAN MUST HOPE, OR HE CANNOT RECEIVE AN INHERITANCE IN THE PLACE WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED. AND AGAIN, I REMEMBER THAT THOU HAST SAID THAT THOU HAST LOVED THE WORLD, EVEN UNTO THE LAYING DOWN OF THY LIFE FOR THE WORLD, THAT THOU MIGHTEST TAKE IT AGAIN TO PREPARE A PLACE FOR THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND NOW I KNOW THAT THIS LOVE WHICH THOU HAST HAD FOR THE CHILDREN OF MEN IS CHARITY; WHEREFORE, EXCEPT MEN SHALL HAVE CHARITY THEY CANNOT INHERIT THAT PLACE WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED IN THE MANSIONS OF THY FATHER [STEPHEN]. WHEREFORE, I KNOW BY THIS THING WHICH THOU HAST SAID, THAT IF THE GENTILES HAVE NOT CHARITY, BECAUSE OF OUR WEAKNESS, THAT THOU WILT PROVE THEM, AND TAKE AWAY THEIR TALENT, YEA, EVEN THAT WHICH THEY HAVE RECEIVED, AND GIVE UNTO THEM WHO SHALL HAVE MORE ABUNDANTLY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT I PRAYED UNTO THE LORD THAT HE WOULD GIVE UNTO THE GENTILES GRACE, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE CHARITY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: IF THEY HAVE NOT CHARITY IT MATTERETH NOT UNTO THEE, THOU HAST BEEN FAITHFUL; WHEREFORE, THY GARMENTS SHALL BE MADE CLEAN. AND BECAUSE THOU HAST SEEN THY WEAKNESS THOU SHALT BE MADE STRONG, EVEN UNTO THE SITTING DOWN IN THE PLACE WHICH I HAVE PREPARED IN THE MANSIONS OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND NOW I, MORONI, BID FAREWELL UNTO THE GENTILES, YEA, AND ALSO UNTO MY BRETHREN WHOM I LOVE, UNTIL WE SHALL MEET BEFORE THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF CHRIST, WHERE ALL MEN SHALL KNOW THAT MY GARMENTS ARE NOT SPOTTED WITH YOUR BLOOD. AND THEN SHALL YE KNOW THAT I HAVE SEEN JESUS, AND THAT HE HATH TALKED WITH ME FACE TO FACE, AND THAT HE TOLD ME IN PLAIN HUMILITY, EVEN AS A MAN TELLETH ANOTHER IN MINE OWN LANGUAGE, CONCERNING THESE THINGS; AND ONLY A FEW HAVE I WRITTEN, BECAUSE OF MY WEAKNESS IN WRITING. AND NOW, I WOULD COMMEND YOU TO SEEK THIS JESUS OF WHOM THE PROPHETS AND APOSTLES HAVE WRITTEN, THAT THE GRACE OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND ALSO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND THE HOLY GHOST, WHICH BEARETH RECORD OF THEM, MAY BE AND ABIDE IN YOU FOREVER. AMEN.
ETHER 6
AND NOW I, MORONI, PROCEED TO FINISH MY RECORD CONCERNING THE DESTRUCTION OF THE PEOPLE OF WHOM I HAVE BEEN WRITING. FOR BEHOLD, THEY REJECTED ALL THE WORDS OF ETHER; FOR HE TRULY TOLD THEM OF ALL THINGS, FROM THE BEGINNING OF MAN; AND THAT AFTER THE WATERS HAD RECEDED FROM OFF THE FACE OF THIS LAND IT BECAME A CHOICE LAND ABOVE ALL OTHER LANDS, A CHOSEN LAND OF THE LORD; WHEREFORE THE LORD WOULD HAVE THAT ALL MEN SHOULD SERVE HIM WHO DWELL UPON THE FACE THEREOF; AND THAT IT WAS THE PLACE OF THE NEW JERUSALEM, WHICH SHOULD COME DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN, AND THE HOLY SANCTUARY OF THE LORD. BEHOLD, ETHER SAW THE DAYS OF CHRIST, AND HE SPAKE CONCERNING A NEW JERUSALEM UPON THIS LAND. AND HE SPAKE ALSO CONCERNING THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND THE JERUSALEM FROM WHENCE LEHI SHOULD COME—AFTER IT SHOULD BE DESTROYED IT SHOULD BE BUILT UP AGAIN, A HOLY CITY UNTO THE LORD; WHEREFORE, IT COULD NOT BE A NEW JERUSALEM FOR IT HAD BEEN IN A TIME OF OLD; BUT IT SHOULD BE BUILT UP AGAIN, AND BECOME A HOLY CITY OF THE LORD; AND IT SHOULD BE BUILT UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL—AND THAT A NEW JERUSALEM SHOULD BE BUILT UP UPON THIS LAND, UNTO THE REMNANT OF THE SEED OF JOSEPH, FOR WHICH THINGS THERE HAS BEEN A TYPE. FOR AS JOSEPH BROUGHT HIS FATHER DOWN INTO THE LAND OF EGYPT, EVEN SO HE DIED THERE; WHEREFORE, THE LORD BROUGHT A REMNANT OF THE SEED OF JOSEPH OUT OF THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, THAT HE MIGHT BE MERCIFUL UNTO THE SEED OF JOSEPH THAT THEY SHOULD PERISH NOT, EVEN AS HE WAS MERCIFUL UNTO THE FATHER OF JOSEPH THAT HE SHOULD PERISH NOT. WHEREFORE, THE REMNANT OF THE HOUSE OF JOSEPH SHALL BE BUILT UPON THIS LAND; AND IT SHALL BE A LAND OF THEIR INHERITANCE; AND THEY SHALL BUILD UP A HOLY CITY UNTO THE LORD, LIKE UNTO THE JERUSALEM OF OLD; AND THEY SHALL NO MORE BE CONFOUNDED, UNTIL THE END COME WHEN THE EARTH SHALL PASS AWAY. AND THERE SHALL BE A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH; AND THEY SHALL BE LIKE UNTO THE OLD SAVE THE OLD HAVE PASSED AWAY, AND ALL THINGS HAVE BECOME NEW. AND THEN COMETH THE NEW JERUSALEM; AND BLESSED ARE THEY WHO DWELL THEREIN, FOR IT IS THEY WHOSE GARMENTS ARE WHITE THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB; AND THEY ARE THEY WHO ARE NUMBERED AMONG THE REMNANT OF THE SEED OF JOSEPH, WHO WERE OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND THEN ALSO COMETH THE JERUSALEM OF OLD; AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF, BLESSED ARE THEY, FOR THEY HAVE BEEN WASHED IN THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB; AND THEY ARE THEY WHO WERE SCATTERED AND GATHERED IN FROM THE FOUR QUARTERS OF THE EARTH, AND FROM THE NORTH COUNTRIES, AND ARE PARTAKERS OF THE FULFILLING OF THE COVENANT WHICH GOD MADE WITH THEIR FATHER, ABRAHAM. AND WHEN THESE THINGS COME, BRINGETH TO PASS THE SCRIPTURE WHICH SAITH, THERE ARE THEY WHO WERE FIRST, WHO SHALL BE LAST; AND THERE ARE THEY WHO WERE LAST, WHO SHALL BE FIRST. AND I WAS ABOUT TO WRITE MORE, BUT I AM FORBIDDEN; BUT GREAT AND MARVELOUS WERE THE PROPHECIES OF ETHER; BUT THEY ESTEEMED HIM AS NAUGHT, AND CAST HIM OUT; AND HE HID HIMSELF IN THE CAVITY OF A ROCK BY DAY, AND BY NIGHT HE WENT FORTH VIEWING THE THINGS WHICH SHOULD COME UPON THE PEOPLE. AND AS HE DWELT IN THE CAVITY OF A ROCK, HE MADE THE REMAINDER OF THIS RECORD, VIEWING THE DESTRUCTIONS WHICH CAME UPON THE PEOPLE, BY NIGHT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THAT SAME YEAR IN WHICH HE WAS CAST OUT FROM AMONG THE PEOPLE THERE BEGAN TO BE A GREAT WAR AMONG THE PEOPLE, FOR THERE WERE MANY WHO ROSE UP, WHO WERE MIGHTY MEN, AND SOUGHT TO DESTROY CORIANTUMR BY THEIR SECRET PLANS OF WICKEDNESS, OF WHICH HATH BEEN SPOKEN. AND NOW CORIANTUMR, HAVING STUDIED, HIMSELF, IN ALL THE ARTS OF WAR AND ALL THE CUNNING OF THE WORLD, WHEREFORE HE GAVE BATTLE UNTO THEM WHO SOUGHT TO DESTROY HIM. BUT HE REPENTED NOT, NEITHER HIS FAIR SONS NOR DAUGHTERS; NEITHER THE FAIR SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF COHOR; NEITHER THE FAIR SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF CORIHOR; AND IN FINE, THERE WERE NONE OF THE FAIR SONS AND DAUGHTERS UPON THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH WHO REPENTED OF THEIR SINS. WHEREFORE, IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE FIRST YEAR THAT ETHER DWELT IN THE CAVITY OF A ROCK, THERE WERE MANY PEOPLE WHO WERE SLAIN BY THE SWORD OF THOSE SECRET COMBINATIONS, FIGHTING AGAINST CORIANTUMR THAT THEY MIGHT OBTAIN THE KINGDOM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE SONS OF CORIANTUMR FOUGHT MUCH AND BLED MUCH. AND IN THE SECOND YEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO ETHER, THAT HE SHOULD GO AND PROPHESY UNTO CORIANTUMR THAT, IF HE WOULD REPENT, AND ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD, THE LORD WOULD GIVE UNTO HIM HIS KINGDOM AND SPARE THE PEOPLE—OTHERWISE THEY SHOULD BE DESTROYED, AND ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD SAVE IT WERE HIMSELF. AND HE SHOULD ONLY LIVE TO SEE THE FULFILLING OF THE PROPHECIES WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN CONCERNING ANOTHER PEOPLE RECEIVING THE LAND FOR THEIR INHERITANCE; AND CORIANTUMR SHOULD RECEIVE A BURIAL BY THEM; AND EVERY SOUL SHOULD BE DESTROYED SAVE IT WERE CORIANTUMR. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT CORIANTUMR REPENTED NOT, NEITHER HIS HOUSEHOLD, NEITHER THE PEOPLE; AND THE WARS CEASED NOT; AND THEY SOUGHT TO KILL ETHER, BUT HE FLED FROM BEFORE THEM AND HID AGAIN IN THE CAVITY OF THE ROCK. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE AROSE UP SHARED, AND HE ALSO GAVE BATTLE UNTO CORIANTUMR; AND HE DID BEAT HIM, INSOMUCH THAT IN THE THIRD YEAR HE DID BRING HIM INTO CAPTIVITY. AND THE SONS OF CORIANTUMR, IN THE FOURTH YEAR, DID BEAT SHARED, AND DID OBTAIN THE KINGDOM AGAIN UNTO THEIR FATHER. NOW THERE BEGAN TO BE A WAR UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND, EVERY MAN WITH HIS BAND FIGHTING FOR THAT WHICH HE DESIRED. AND THERE WERE ROBBERS, AND IN FINE, ALL MANNER OF WICKEDNESS UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT CORIANTUMR WAS EXCEEDINGLY ANGRY WITH SHARED, AND HE WENT AGAINST HIM WITH HIS ARMIES TO BATTLE; AND THEY DID MEET IN GREAT ANGER, AND THEY DID MEET IN THE VALLEY OF GILGAL; AND THE BATTLE BECAME EXCEEDINGLY SORE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SHARED FOUGHT AGAINST HIM FOR THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT CORIANTUMR BEAT HIM, AND DID PURSUE HIM UNTIL HE CAME TO THE PLAINS OF HESHLON. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SHARED GAVE HIM BATTLE AGAIN UPON THE PLAINS; AND BEHOLD, HE DID BEAT CORIANTUMR, AND DROVE HIM BACK AGAIN TO THE VALLEY OF GILGAL. AND CORIANTUMR GAVE SHARED BATTLE AGAIN IN THE VALLEY OF GILGAL, IN WHICH HE BEAT SHARED AND SLEW HIM. AND SHARED WOUNDED CORIANTUMR IN HIS THIGH, THAT HE DID NOT GO TO BATTLE AGAIN FOR THE SPACE OF TWO YEARS, IN WHICH TIME ALL THE PEOPLE UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND WERE SHEDDING BLOOD, AND THERE WAS NONE TO RESTRAIN THEM. AND NOW THERE BEGAN TO BE A GREAT CURSE UPON ALL THE LAND BECAUSE OF THE INIQUITY OF THE PEOPLE, IN WHICH, IF A MAN SHOULD LAY HIS TOOL OR HIS SWORD UPON HIS SHELF, OR UPON THE PLACE WHITHER HE WOULD KEEP IT, BEHOLD, UPON THE MORROW, HE COULD NOT FIND IT, SO GREAT WAS THE CURSE UPON THE LAND. WHEREFORE EVERY MAN DID CLEAVE UNTO THAT WHICH WAS HIS OWN, WITH HIS HANDS, AND WOULD NOT BORROW NEITHER WOULD HE LEND; AND EVERY MAN KEPT THE HILT OF HIS SWORD IN HIS RIGHT HAND, IN THE DEFENCE OF HIS PROPERTY AND HIS OWN LIFE AND OF HIS WIVES AND CHILDREN. AND NOW, AFTER THE SPACE OF TWO YEARS, AND AFTER THE DEATH OF SHARED, BEHOLD, THERE AROSE THE BROTHER OF SHARED AND HE GAVE BATTLE UNTO CORIANTUMR, IN WHICH CORIANTUMR DID BEAT HIM AND DID PURSUE HIM TO THE WILDERNESS OF AKISH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE BROTHER OF SHARED DID GIVE BATTLE UNTO HIM IN THE WILDERNESS OF AKISH; AND THE BATTLE BECAME EXCEEDINGLY SORE, AND MANY THOUSANDS FELL BY THE SWORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT CORIANTUMR DID LAY SIEGE TO THE WILDERNESS; AND THE BROTHER OF SHARED DID MARCH FORTH OUT OF THE WILDERNESS BY NIGHT, AND SLEW A PART OF THE ARMY OF CORIANTUMR, AS THEY WERE DRUNKEN. AND HE CAME FORTH TO THE LAND OF MORON, AND PLACED HIMSELF UPON THE THRONE OF CORIANTUMR. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT CORIANTUMR DWELT WITH HIS ARMY IN THE WILDERNESS FOR THE SPACE OF TWO YEARS, IN WHICH HE DID RECEIVE GREAT STRENGTH TO HIS ARMY. NOW THE BROTHER OF SHARED, WHOSE NAME WAS GILEAD, ALSO RECEIVED GREAT STRENGTH TO HIS ARMY, BECAUSE OF SECRET COMBINATIONS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HIS HIGH PRIEST MURDERED HIM AS HE SAT UPON HIS THRONE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ONE OF THE SECRET COMBINATIONS MURDERED HIM IN A SECRET PASS, AND OBTAINED UNTO HIMSELF THE KINGDOM; AND HIS NAME WAS LIB; AND LIB WAS A MAN OF GREAT STATURE, MORE THAN ANY OTHER MAN AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IN THE FIRST YEAR OF LIB, CORIANTUMR CAME UP UNTO THE LAND OF MORON, AND GAVE BATTLE UNTO LIB. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE FOUGHT WITH LIB, IN WHICH LIB DID SMITE UPON HIS ARM THAT HE WAS WOUNDED; NEVERTHELESS, THE ARMY OF CORIANTUMR DID PRESS FORWARD UPON LIB, THAT HE FLED TO THE BORDERS UPON THE SEASHORE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT CORIANTUMR PURSUED HIM; AND LIB GAVE BATTLE UNTO HIM UPON THE SEASHORE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT LIB DID SMITE THE ARMY OF CORIANTUMR, THAT THEY FLED AGAIN TO THE WILDERNESS OF AKISH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT LIB DID PURSUE HIM UNTIL HE CAME TO THE PLAINS OF AGOSH. AND CORIANTUMR HAD TAKEN ALL THE PEOPLE WITH HIM AS HE FLED BEFORE LIB IN THAT QUARTER OF THE LAND WHITHER, HE FLED. AND WHEN HE HAD COME TO THE PLAINS OF AGOSH HE GAVE BATTLE UNTO LIB, AND HE SMOTE UPON HIM UNTIL HE DIED; NEVERTHELESS, THE BROTHER OF LIB DID COME AGAINST CORIANTUMR IN THE STEAD THEREOF, AND THE BATTLE BECAME EXCEEDINGLY SORE, IN THE WHICH CORIANTUMR FLED AGAIN BEFORE THE ARMY OF THE BROTHER OF LIB. NOW THE NAME OF THE BROTHER OF LIB WAS CALLED SHIZ. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SHIZ PURSUED AFTER CORIANTUMR, AND HE DID OVERTHROW MANY CITIES, AND HE DID SLAY BOTH WOMEN AND CHILDREN, AND HE DID BURN THE CITIES. AND THERE WENT A FEAR OF SHIZ THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND; YEA, A CRY WENT FORTH THROUGHOUT THE LAND—WHO CAN STAND BEFORE THE ARMY OF SHIZ? BEHOLD, HE SWEEPETH THE EARTH BEFORE HIM! AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO FLOCK TOGETHER IN ARMIES, THROUGHOUT ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND. AND THEY WERE DIVIDED; AND A PART OF THEM FLED TO THE ARMY OF SHIZ, AND A PART OF THEM FLED TO THE ARMY OF CORIANTUMR. AND SO GREAT AND LASTING HAD BEEN THE WAR, AND SO LONG HAD BEEN THE SCENE OF BLOODSHED AND CARNAGE, THAT THE WHOLE FACE OF THE LAND WAS COVERED WITH THE BODIES OF THE DEAD. AND SO SWIFT AND SPEEDY WAS THE WAR THAT THERE WAS NONE LEFT TO BURY THE DEAD, BUT THEY DID MARCH FORTH FROM THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD TO THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD, LEAVING THE BODIES OF BOTH MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN STREWED UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, TO BECOME A PREY TO THE WORMS OF THE FLESH. AND THE SCENT THEREOF WENT FORTH UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, EVEN UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND; WHEREFORE THE PEOPLE BECAME TROUBLED BY DAY AND BY NIGHT, BECAUSE OF THE SCENT THEREOF. NEVERTHELESS, SHIZ DID NOT CEASE TO PURSUE CORIANTUMR; FOR HE HAD SWORN TO AVENGE HIMSELF UPON CORIANTUMR OF THE BLOOD OF HIS BROTHER, WHO HAD BEEN SLAIN, AND THE WORD OF THE LORD WHICH CAME TO ETHER THAT CORIANTUMR SHOULD NOT FALL BY THE SWORD. AND THUS, WE SEE THAT THE LORD DID VISIT THEM IN THE FULNESS OF HIS WRATH, AND THEIR WICKEDNESS AND ABOMINATIONS HAD PREPARED A WAY FOR THEIR EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SHIZ DID PURSUE CORIANTUMR EASTWARD, EVEN TO THE BORDERS BY THE SEASHORE, AND THERE HE GAVE BATTLE UNTO SHIZ FOR THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS. AND SO TERRIBLE WAS THE DESTRUCTION AMONG THE ARMIES OF SHIZ THAT THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO BE FRIGHTENED, AND BEGAN TO FLEE BEFORE THE ARMIES OF CORIANTUMR; AND THEY FLED TO THE LAND OF CORIHOR, AND SWEPT OFF THE INHABITANTS BEFORE THEM, ALL THEM THAT WOULD NOT JOIN THEM. AND THEY PITCHED THEIR TENTS IN THE VALLEY OF CORIHOR; AND CORIANTUMR PITCHED HIS TENTS IN THE VALLEY OF SHURR. NOW THE VALLEY OF SHURR WAS NEAR THE HILL COMNOR; WHEREFORE, CORIANTUMR DID GATHER HIS ARMIES TOGETHER UPON THE HILL COMNOR, AND DID SOUND A TRUMPET UNTO THE ARMIES OF SHIZ TO INVITE THEM FORTH TO BATTLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY CAME FORTH, BUT WERE DRIVEN AGAIN; AND THEY CAME THE SECOND TIME, AND THEY WERE DRIVEN AGAIN THE SECOND TIME. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY CAME AGAIN THE THIRD TIME, AND THE BATTLE BECAME EXCEEDINGLY SORE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT SHIZ SMOTE UPON CORIANTUMR THAT HE GAVE HIM MANY DEEP WOUNDS; AND CORIANTUMR, HAVING LOST HIS BLOOD, FAINTED, AND WAS CARRIED AWAY AS THOUGH HE WERE DEAD. NOW THE LOSS OF MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN ON BOTH SIDES WAS SO GREAT THAT SHIZ COMMANDED HIS PEOPLE THAT THEY SHOULD NOT PURSUE THE ARMIES OF CORIANTUMR; WHEREFORE, THEY RETURNED TO THEIR CAMP. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN CORIANTUMR HAD RECOVERED OF HIS WOUNDS, HE BEGAN TO REMEMBER THE WORDS WHICH ETHER HAD SPOKEN UNTO HIM. HE SAW THAT THERE HAD BEEN SLAIN BY THE SWORD ALREADY NEARLY, TWO MILLION’S, OF HIS PEOPLE, AND HE BEGAN TO SORROW IN HIS HEART; YEA, THERE HAD BEEN SLAIN TWO MILLIONS OF MIGHTY MEN, AND ALSO THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN. HE BEGAN TO REPENT OF THE EVIL WHICH HE HAD DONE; HE BEGAN TO REMEMBER THE WORDS WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY THE MOUTH OF ALL THE PROPHETS, AND HE SAW THEM THAT THEY WERE FULFILLED THUS FAR, EVERY WHIT; AND HIS SOUL MOURNED AND REFUSED TO BE COMFORTED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE WROTE AN EPISTLE UNTO SHIZ, DESIRING HIM THAT HE WOULD SPARE THE PEOPLE, AND HE WOULD GIVE UP THE KINGDOM FOR THE SAKE OF THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN SHIZ HAD RECEIVED HIS EPISTLE HE WROTE AN EPISTLE UNTO CORIANTUMR, THAT IF HE WOULD GIVE HIMSELF UP, THAT HE MIGHT SLAY HIM WITH HIS OWN SWORD, THAT HE WOULD SPARE THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE PEOPLE REPENTED NOT OF THEIR INIQUITY; AND THE PEOPLE OF CORIANTUMR WERE STIRRED UP TO ANGER AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF SHIZ; AND THE PEOPLE OF SHIZ WERE STIRRED UP TO ANGER AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF CORIANTUMR; WHEREFORE, THE PEOPLE OF SHIZ DID GIVE BATTLE UNTO THE PEOPLE OF CORIANTUMR. AND WHEN CORIANTUMR SAW THAT HE WAS ABOUT TO FALL HE FLED AGAIN BEFORE THE PEOPLE OF SHIZ. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE CAME TO THE WATERS OF RIPLIANCUM, WHICH, BY INTERPRETATION, IS LARGE, OR TO EXCEED ALL; WHEREFORE, WHEN THEY CAME TO THESE WATERS, THEY PITCHED THEIR TENTS; AND SHIZ ALSO PITCHED HIS TENTS NEAR UNTO THEM; AND THEREFORE, ON THE MORROW THEY DID COME TO BATTLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY FOUGHT AN EXCEEDINGLY SORE BATTLE, IN WHICH CORIANTUMR WAS WOUNDED AGAIN, AND HE FAINTED WITH THE LOSS OF BLOOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ARMIES OF CORIANTUMR DID PRESS UPON THE ARMIES OF SHIZ THAT THEY BEAT THEM, THAT THEY CAUSED THEM TO FLEE BEFORE THEM; AND THEY DID FLEE SOUTHWARD, AND DID PITCH THEIR TENTS IN A PLACE WHICH WAS CALLED OGATH. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ARMY OF CORIANTUMR DID PITCH THEIR TENTS BY THE HILL RAMAH; AND IT WAS THAT SAME HILL WHERE MY FATHER MORMON DID HIDE UP THE RECORDS UNTO THE LORD, WHICH WERE SACRED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY DID GATHER TOGETHER ALL THE PEOPLE UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE LAND, WHO HAD NOT BEEN SLAIN, SAVE IT WAS ETHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ETHER DID BEHOLD ALL THE DOINGS OF THE PEOPLE; AND HE BEHELD THAT THE PEOPLE WHO WERE FOR CORIANTUMR WERE GATHERED TOGETHER TO THE ARMY OF CORIANTUMR; AND THE PEOPLE WHO WERE FOR SHIZ WERE GATHERED TOGETHER TO THE ARMY OF SHIZ. WHEREFORE, THEY WERE FOR THE SPACE OF FOUR YEARS GATHERING TOGETHER THE PEOPLE, THAT THEY MIGHT GET ALL WHO WERE UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, AND THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE ALL THE STRENGTH WHICH IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT THEY COULD RECEIVE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY WERE ALL GATHERED TOGETHER, EVERY ONE TO THE ARMY WHICH HE WOULD, WITH THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN— BOTH MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN BEING ARMED WITH WEAPONS OF WAR, HAVING SHIELDS, AND BREASTPLATES, AND HEAD-PLATES, AND BEING CLOTHED AFTER THE MANNER OF WAR—THEY DID MARCH FORTH ONE AGAINST ANOTHER TO BATTLE; AND THEY FOUGHT ALL THAT DAY, AND CONQUERED NOT. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN IT WAS NIGHT, THEY WERE WEARY, AND RETIRED TO THEIR CAMPS; AND AFTER THEY HAD RETIRED TO THEIR CAMPS, THEY TOOK UP A HOWLING AND A LAMENTATION FOR THE LOSS OF THE SLAIN OF THEIR PEOPLE; AND SO GREAT WERE THEIR CRIES, THEIR HOWLINGS AND LAMENTATIONS, THAT THEY DID REND THE AIR EXCEEDINGLY. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ON THE MORROW THEY DID GO AGAIN TO BATTLE, AND GREAT AND TERRIBLE WAS THAT DAY; NEVERTHELESS, THEY CONQUERED NOT, AND WHEN THE NIGHT CAME AGAIN, THEY DID REND THE AIR WITH THEIR CRIES, AND THEIR HOWLINGS, AND THEIR MOURNINGS, FOR THE LOSS OF THE SLAIN OF THEIR PEOPLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT CORIANTUMR WROTE AGAIN AN EPISTLE UNTO SHIZ, DESIRING THAT HE WOULD NOT COME AGAIN TO BATTLE, BUT THAT HE WOULD TAKE THE KINGDOM, AND SPARE THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE. BUT BEHOLD, THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD HAD CEASED STRIVING WITH THEM, AND SATAN HAD FULL POWER OVER THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE; FOR THEY WERE GIVEN UP UNTO THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS, AND THE BLINDNESS OF THEIR MINDS THAT THEY MIGHT BE DESTROYED; WHEREFORE THEY WENT AGAIN TO BATTLE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY FOUGHT ALL THAT DAY, AND WHEN THE NIGHT CAME, THEY SLEPT UPON THEIR SWORDS. AND ON THE MORROW, THEY FOUGHT EVEN UNTIL THE NIGHT CAME. AND WHEN THE NIGHT CAME, THEY WERE DRUNKEN WITH ANGER, EVEN AS A MAN WHO IS DRUNKEN WITH WINE; AND THEY SLEPT AGAIN UPON THEIR SWORDS. AND ON THE MORROW, THEY FOUGHT AGAIN; AND WHEN THE NIGHT CAME, THEY HAD ALL FALLEN BY THE SWORD SAVE IT WERE FIFTY AND TWO OF THE PEOPLE OF CORIANTUMR, AND SIXTY AND NINE OF THE PEOPLE OF SHIZ. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY SLEPT UPON THEIR SWORDS THAT NIGHT, AND ON THE MORROW, THEY FOUGHT AGAIN, AND THEY CONTENDED IN THEIR MIGHT WITH THEIR SWORDS AND WITH THEIR SHIELDS, ALL THAT DAY. AND WHEN THE NIGHT CAME THERE WERE THIRTY AND TWO OF THE PEOPLE OF SHIZ, AND TWENTY AND SEVEN OF THE PEOPLE OF CORIANTUMR. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY ATE AND SLEPT, AND PREPARED FOR DEATH ON THE MORROW. AND THEY WERE LARGE AND MIGHTY MEN AS TO THE STRENGTH OF MEN. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT THEY FOUGHT FOR THE SPACE OF THREE HOURS, AND THEY FAINTED WITH THE LOSS OF BLOOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE MEN OF CORIANTUMR HAD RECEIVED SUFFICIENT STRENGTH THAT THEY COULD WALK, THEY WERE ABOUT TO FLEE FOR THEIR LIVES; BUT BEHOLD, SHIZ AROSE, AND ALSO HIS MEN, AND HE SWORE IN HIS WRATH THAT HE WOULD SLAY CORIANTUMR OR HE WOULD PERISH BY THE SWORD. WHEREFORE, HE DID PURSUE THEM, AND ON THE MORROW, HE DID OVERTAKE THEM; AND THEY FOUGHT AGAIN WITH THE SWORD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD ALL FALLEN BY THE SWORD, SAVE IT WERE CORIANTUMR AND SHIZ, BEHOLD SHIZ HAD FAINTED WITH THE LOSS OF BLOOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN CORIANTUMR HAD LEANED UPON HIS SWORD, THAT HE RESTED A LITTLE, HE SMOTE OFF THE HEAD OF SHIZ. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER HE HAD SMITTEN OFF THE HEAD OF SHIZ, THAT SHIZ RAISED UP ON HIS HANDS AND FELL; AND AFTER THAT HE HAD STRUGGLED FOR BREATH, HE DIED. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT CORIANTUMR FELL TO THE EARTH, AND BECAME AS IF HE HAD NO LIFE. AND THE LORD SPAKE UNTO ETHER, AND SAID UNTO HIM: GO FORTH. AND HE WENT FORTH, AND BEHELD THAT THE WORDS OF THE LORD HAD ALL BEEN FULFILLED; AND HE FINISHED HIS RECORD; (AND THE HUNDREDTH PART I HAVE NOT WRITTEN) AND HE HID THEM IN A MANNER THAT THE PEOPLE OF LIMHI DID FIND THEM. NOW THE LAST WORDS WHICH ARE WRITTEN BY ETHER ARE THESE: WHETHER THE LORD WILL THAT I BE TRANSLATED, OR THAT I SUFFER THE WILL OF THE LORD IN THE FLESH, IT MATTERETH NOT, IF IT SO BE THAT I AM SAVED IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AMEN.
THE BOOK OF MORONI
MORONI 1
NOW I, MORONI, AFTER HAVING MADE AN END OF ABRIDGING THE ACCOUNT OF THE PEOPLE OF JARED, I HAD SUPPOSED NOT TO HAVE WRITTEN MORE, BUT I HAVE NOT AS YET PERISHED; AND I MAKE NOT MYSELF KNOWN TO THE LAMANITES LEST THEY SHOULD DESTROY ME. FOR BEHOLD, THEIR WARS ARE EXCEEDINGLY FIERCE AMONG THEMSELVES; AND BECAUSE OF THEIR HATRED THEY PUT TO DEATH EVERY NEPHITE THAT WILL NOT DENY THE CHRIST. AND I, MORONI, WILL NOT DENY THE CHRIST; WHEREFORE, I WANDER WHITHERSOEVER I CAN FOR THE SAFETY OF MINE OWN LIFE. WHEREFORE, I WRITE A FEW MORE THINGS, CONTRARY TO THAT WHICH I HAD SUPPOSED; FOR I HAD SUPPOSED NOT TO HAVE WRITTEN ANY MORE; BUT I WRITE A FEW MORE THINGS, THAT PERHAPS THEY MAY BE OF WORTH UNTO MY BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES, IN SOME FUTURE DAY, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE LORD.
MORONI 2
THE WORDS OF CHRIST, WHICH HE SPAKE UNTO HIS DISCIPLES, THE TWELVE WHOM HE HAD CHOSEN, AS HE LAID HIS HANDS UPON THEM—AND HE CALLED THEM BY NAME, SAYING: YE SHALL CALL ON THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], IN MIGHTY PRAYER; AND AFTER YE HAVE DONE THIS YE SHALL HAVE POWER THAT TO HIM UPON WHOM YE SHALL LAY YOUR HANDS, YE SHALL GIVE THE HOLY GHOST; AND IN MY NAME SHALL YE GIVE IT, FOR THUS DO MINE APOSTLES. NOW CHRIST SPAKE THESE WORDS UNTO THEM AT THE TIME OF HIS FIRST APPEARING; AND THE MULTITUDE HEARD IT NOT, BUT THE DISCIPLES HEARD IT; AND ON AS MANY AS THEY LAID THEIR HANDS, FELL THE HOLY GHOST.
MORONI 3
THE MANNER WHICH THE DISCIPLES, WHO WERE CALLED THE ELDERS OF THE CHURCH, ORDAINED PRIESTS AND TEACHERS—AFTER THEY HAD PRAYED UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE NAME OF CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THEY LAID THEIR HANDS UPON THEM, AND SAID: IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST I ORDAIN YOU TO BE A PRIEST (OR IF HE BE A TEACHER, I ORDAIN YOU TO BE A TEACHER) TO PREACH REPENTANCE AND REMISSION OF SINS THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, BY THE ENDURANCE OF FAITH ON HIS NAME TO THE END. AMEN. AND AFTER THIS MANNER DID, THEY ORDAIN PRIESTS AND TEACHERS, ACCORDING TO THE GIFTS AND CALLINGS OF GOD UNTO MEN; AND THEY ORDAINED THEM BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST, WHICH WAS IN THEM.
MORONI 4
THE MANNER OF THEIR ELDERS AND PRIESTS ADMINISTERING THE FLESH AND BLOOD OF CHRIST UNTO THE CHURCH; AND THEY ADMINISTERED IT ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST; WHEREFORE WE KNOW THE MANNER TO BE TRUE; AND THE ELDER OR PRIEST DID MINISTER IT—AND THEY DID KNEEL DOWN WITH THE CHURCH, AND PRAY TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE NAME OF CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], SAYING: O GOD, THE ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN], WE ASK THEE IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THY SON, JESUS CHRIST, TO BLESS AND SANCTIFY THIS BREAD TO THE SOULS OF ALL THOSE WHO PARTAKE OF IT; THAT THEY MAY EAT IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE BODY OF THY SON, AND WITNESS UNTO THEE, O GOD, THE ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT THEY ARE WILLING TO TAKE UPON THEM THE NAME OF THY SON, AND ALWAYS REMEMBER HIM, AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS WHICH HE HATH GIVEN THEM, THAT THEY MAY ALWAYS HAVE HIS SPIRIT TO BE WITH THEM. AMEN.
MORONI 5
THE MANNER OF ADMINISTERING THE WINE—BEHOLD, THEY TOOK THE CUP, AND SAID: O GOD, THE ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN], WE ASK THEE, IN THE NAME OF THY SON, JESUS CHRIST, TO BLESS AND SANCTIFY THIS WINE TO THE SOULS OF ALL THOSE WHO DRINK OF IT, THAT THEY MAY DO IT IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE BLOOD OF THY SON, WHICH WAS SHED FOR THEM; THAT THEY MAY WITNESS UNTO THEE, O GOD, THE ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT THEY DO ALWAYS REMEMBER HIM, THAT THEY MAY HAVE HIS SPIRIT TO BE WITH THEM. AMEN.
MORONI 6
AND NOW I SPEAK CONCERNING BAPTISM. BEHOLD, ELDERS, PRIESTS, AND TEACHERS WERE BAPTIZED; AND THEY WERE NOT BAPTIZED SAVE THEY BROUGHT FORTH FRUIT MEET THAT THEY WERE WORTHY OF IT. NEITHER DID THEY RECEIVE ANY UNTO BAPTISM SAVE THEY CAME FORTH WITH A BROKEN HEART AND A CONTRITE SPIRIT, AND WITNESSED UNTO THE CHURCH THAT THEY TRULY REPENTED OF ALL THEIR SINS. AND NONE WERE RECEIVED UNTO BAPTISM SAVE THEY TOOK UPON THEM THE NAME OF CHRIST, HAVING A DETERMINATION TO SERVE HIM TO THE END. AND AFTER THEY HAD BEEN RECEIVED UNTO BAPTISM, AND WERE WROUGHT UPON AND CLEANSED BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST, THEY WERE NUMBERED AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST; AND THEIR NAMES WERE TAKEN, THAT THEY MIGHT BE REMEMBERED AND NOURISHED BY THE GOOD WORD OF GOD, TO KEEP THEM IN THE RIGHT WAY, TO KEEP THEM CONTINUALLY WATCHFUL UNTO PRAYER, RELYING ALONE UPON THE MERITS OF CHRIST, WHO WAS THE AUTHOR AND THE FINISHER OF THEIR FAITH. AND THE CHURCH DID MEET TOGETHER OFT, TO FAST AND TO PRAY, AND TO SPEAK ONE WITH ANOTHER CONCERNING THE WELFARE OF THEIR SOULS. AND THEY DID MEET TOGETHER OFT TO PARTAKE OF BREAD AND WINE, IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE LORD JESUS. AND THEY WERE STRICT TO OBSERVE THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO INIQUITY AMONG THEM; AND WHOSO WAS FOUND TO COMMIT INIQUITY, AND THREE WITNESSES OF THE CHURCH DID CONDEMN THEM BEFORE THE ELDERS, AND IF THEY REPENTED NOT, AND CONFESSED NOT, THEIR NAMES WERE BLOTTED OUT, AND THEY WERE NOT NUMBERED AMONG THE PEOPLE OF CHRIST. BUT AS OFT AS THEY REPENTED AND SOUGHT FORGIVENESS, WITH REAL INTENT, THEY WERE FORGIVEN. AND THEIR MEETINGS WERE CONDUCTED BY THE CHURCH AFTER THE MANNER OF THE WORKINGS OF THE SPIRIT, AND BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST; FOR AS THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST LED THEM WHETHER TO PREACH, OR TO EXHORT, OR TO PRAY, OR TO SUPPLICATE, OR TO SING, EVEN SO IT WAS DONE.
MORONI 7
AND NOW I, MORONI, WRITE A FEW OF THE WORDS OF MY FATHER MORMON, WHICH HE SPAKE CONCERNING FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITY; FOR AFTER THIS MANNER DID, HE SPEAK UNTO THE PEOPLE, AS HE TAUGHT THEM IN THE SYNAGOGUE WHICH THEY HAD BUILT FOR THE PLACE OF WORSHIP. AND NOW I, MORMON, SPEAK UNTO YOU, MY BELOVED BRETHREN; AND IT IS BY THE GRACE OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND HIS HOLY WILL, BECAUSE OF THE GIFT OF HIS CALLING UNTO ME, THAT I AM PERMITTED TO SPEAK UNTO YOU AT THIS TIME. WHEREFORE, I WOULD SPEAK UNTO YOU THAT ARE OF THE CHURCH, THAT ARE THE PEACEABLE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST, AND THAT HAVE OBTAINED A SUFFICIENT HOPE BY WHICH YE CAN ENTER INTO THE REST OF THE LORD, FROM THIS TIME HENCEFORTH UNTIL YE SHALL REST WITH HIM IN HEAVEN. AND NOW MY BRETHREN, I JUDGE THESE THINGS OF YOU BECAUSE OF YOUR PEACEABLE WALK WITH THE CHILDREN OF MEN. FOR I REMEMBER THE WORD OF GOD WHICH SAITH BY THEIR WORKS YE SHALL KNOW THEM; FOR IF THEIR WORKS BE GOOD, THEN THEY ARE GOOD ALSO. FOR BEHOLD, GOD HATH SAID A MAN BEING EVIL CANNOT DO THAT WHICH IS GOOD; FOR IF HE OFFERETH A GIFT, OR PRAYETH UNTO GOD, EXCEPT HE SHALL DO IT WITH REAL INTENT IT PROFITETH HIM NOTHING. FOR BEHOLD, IT IS NOT COUNTED UNTO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR BEHOLD, IF A MAN BEING EVIL GIVETH A GIFT, HE DOETH IT GRUDGINGLY; WHEREFORE IT IS COUNTED UNTO HIM THE SAME AS IF HE HAD RETAINED THE GIFT; WHEREFORE HE IS COUNTED EVIL BEFORE GOD. AND LIKEWISE, ALSO IS IT COUNTED EVIL UNTO A MAN, IF HE SHALL PRAY AND NOT WITH REAL INTENT OF HEART; YEA, AND IT PROFITETH HIM NOTHING, FOR GOD RECEIVETH NONE SUCH. WHEREFORE, A MAN BEING EVIL CANNOT DO THAT WHICH IS GOOD; NEITHER WILL HE GIVE A GOOD GIFT. FOR BEHOLD, A BITTER FOUNTAIN CANNOT BRING FORTH GOOD WATER; NEITHER CAN A GOOD FOUNTAIN BRING FORTH BITTER WATER; WHEREFORE, A MAN BEING A SERVANT OF THE DEVIL CANNOT FOLLOW CHRIST; AND IF HE, FOLLOW CHRIST HE CANNOT BE A SERVANT OF THE DEVIL. WHEREFORE, ALL THINGS WHICH ARE GOOD COMETH OF GOD; AND THAT WHICH IS EVIL COMETH OF THE DEVIL; FOR THE DEVIL IS AN ENEMY UNTO GOD, AND FIGHTETH AGAINST HIM CONTINUALLY, AND INVITETH AND ENTICETH TO SIN, AND TO DO THAT WHICH IS EVIL CONTINUALLY. BUT BEHOLD, THAT WHICH IS OF GOD INVITETH AND ENTICETH TO DO GOOD CONTINUALLY; WHEREFORE, EVERY THING WHICH INVITETH AND ENTICETH TO DO GOOD, AND TO LOVE GOD, AND TO SERVE HIM, IS INSPIRED OF GOD. WHEREFORE, TAKE HEED, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, THAT YE DO NOT JUDGE THAT WHICH IS EVIL TO BE OF GOD, OR THAT WHICH IS GOOD AND OF GOD TO BE OF THE DEVIL. FOR BEHOLD, MY BRETHREN, IT IS GIVEN UNTO YOU TO JUDGE, THAT YE MAY KNOW GOOD FROM EVIL; AND THE WAY TO JUDGE IS AS PLAIN, THAT YE MAY KNOW WITH A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE, AS THE DAYLIGHT IS FROM THE DARK NIGHT. FOR BEHOLD, THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST IS GIVEN TO EVERY MAN, THAT HE MAY KNOW GOOD FROM EVIL; WHEREFORE, I SHOW UNTO YOU THE WAY TO JUDGE; FOR EVERY THING WHICH INVITETH TO DO GOOD, AND TO PERSUADE TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST, IS SENT FORTH BY THE POWER AND GIFT OF CHRIST; WHEREFORE YE MAY KNOW WITH A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE IT IS OF GOD. BUT WHATSOEVER THING PERSUADETH MEN TO DO EVIL, AND BELIEVE NOT IN CHRIST, AND DENY HIM, AND SERVE NOT GOD, THEN YE MAY KNOW WITH A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE IT IS OF THE DEVIL; FOR AFTER THIS MANNER DOTH THE DEVIL WORK, FOR HE PERSUADETH NO MAN TO DO GOOD, NO, NOT ONE; NEITHER DO HIS ANGELS; NEITHER DO THEY WHO SUBJECT THEMSELVES UNTO HIM. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, SEEING THAT YE KNOW THE LIGHT BY WHICH YE MAY JUDGE, WHICH LIGHT IS THE LIGHT OF CHRIST, SEE THAT YE DO NOT JUDGE WRONGFULLY; FOR WITH THAT SAME JUDGMENT WHICH YE JUDGE YE SHALL ALSO BE JUDGED. WHEREFORE, I BESEECH OF YOU, BRETHREN, THAT YE SHOULD SEARCH DILIGENTLY IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST THAT YE MAY KNOW GOOD FROM EVIL; AND IF YE WILL LAY HOLD UPON EVERY GOOD THING, AND CONDEMN IT NOT, YE CERTAINLY WILL BE A CHILD OF CHRIST. AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THAT YE CAN LAY HOLD UPON EVERY GOOD THING? AND NOW I COME TO THAT FAITH, OF WHICH I SAID I WOULD SPEAK; AND I WILL TELL YOU THE WAY WHEREBY YE MAY LAY HOLD ON EVERY GOOD THING. FOR BEHOLD, GOD KNOWING ALL THINGS, BEING FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING, BEHOLD, HE SENT ANGELS TO MINISTER UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, TO MAKE MANIFEST CONCERNING THE COMING OF CHRIST; AND IN CHRIST THERE SHOULD COME EVERY GOOD THING. AND GOD ALSO DECLARED UNTO PROPHETS, BY HIS OWN MOUTH, THAT CHRIST SHOULD COME. AND BEHOLD, THERE WERE DIVER’S WAYS THAT HE DID MANIFEST THINGS UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, WHICH WERE GOOD; AND ALL THINGS WHICH ARE GOOD COMETH OF CHRIST; OTHERWISE MEN WERE FALLEN, AND THERE COULD NO GOOD THING COME UNTO THEM. WHEREFORE, BY THE MINISTERING OF ANGELS, AND BY EVERY WORD WHICH PROCEEDED FORTH OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD, MEN BEGAN TO EXERCISE FAITH IN CHRIST; AND THUS, BY FAITH, THEY DID LAY HOLD UPON EVERY GOOD THING; AND THUS, IT WAS UNTIL THE COMING OF CHRIST. AND AFTER THAT HE CAME MEN ALSO WERE SAVED BY FAITH IN HIS NAME; AND BY FAITH, THEY BECOME THE SONS OF GOD. AND AS SURELY AS CHRIST LIVETH HE SPAKE THESE WORDS UNTO OUR FATHERS, SAYING: WHATSOEVER THING YE SHALL ASK THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHICH IS GOOD, IN FAITH BELIEVING THAT YE SHALL RECEIVE, BEHOLD, IT SHALL BE DONE UNTO YOU. WHEREFORE, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, HAVE MIRACLES CEASED BECAUSE CHRIST HATH ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, AND HATH SAT DOWN ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, TO CLAIM OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HIS RIGHTS OF MERCY WHICH HE HATH UPON THE CHILDREN OF MEN? FOR HE HATH ANSWERED THE ENDS OF THE LAW, AND HE CLAIMETH ALL THOSE WHO HAVE FAITH IN HIM; AND THEY WHO HAVE FAITH IN HIM WILL CLEAVE UNTO EVERY GOOD THING; WHEREFORE HE ADVOCATETH THE CAUSE OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN; AND HE DWELLETH ETERNALLY IN THE HEAVENS. AND BECAUSE HE HATH DONE THIS, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, HAVE MIRACLES CEASED? BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY; NEITHER HAVE ANGELS CEASED TO MINISTER UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN. FOR BEHOLD, THEY ARE SUBJECT UNTO HIM, TO MINISTER ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF HIS COMMAND, SHOWING THEMSELVES UNTO THEM OF STRONG FAITH AND A FIRM MIND IN EVERY FORM OF GODLINESS. AND THE OFFICE OF THEIR MINISTRY IS TO CALL MEN UNTO REPENTANCE, AND TO FULFIL AND TO DO THE WORK OF THE [SEXLESS] COVENANTS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHICH HE HATH MADE UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, TO PREPARE THE WAY AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN, BY DECLARING THE WORD OF CHRIST UNTO THE CHOSEN VESSELS OF THE LORD, THAT THEY MAY BEAR TESTIMONY OF HIM. AND BY SO DOING, THE LORD GOD PREPARETH THE WAY THAT THE RESIDUE OF MEN MAY HAVE FAITH IN CHRIST, THAT THE HOLY GHOST MAY HAVE PLACE IN THEIR HEARTS, ACCORDING TO THE POWER THEREOF; AND AFTER THIS MANNER BRINGETH TO PASS THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE COVENANTS WHICH HE HATH MADE UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN. AND CHRIST HATH SAID: IF YE WILL HAVE FAITH IN ME YE SHALL HAVE POWER TO DO WHATSOEVER THING IS EXPEDIENT IN ME. AND HE HATH SAID: REPENT ALL YE ENDS OF THE EARTH, AND COME UNTO ME, AND BE BAPTIZED IN MY NAME, AND HAVE FAITH IN ME, THAT YE MAY BE SAVED. AND NOW, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, IF THIS BE THE CASE THAT THESE THINGS ARE TRUE WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU, AND GOD WILL SHOW UNTO YOU, WITH POWER AND GREAT GLORY AT THE LAST DAY, THAT THEY ARE TRUE, AND IF THEY ARE TRUE HAS THE DAY OF MIRACLES CEASED? OR HAVE ANGELS CEASED TO APPEAR UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN? OR HAS HE WITHHELD THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST FROM THEM? OR WILL HE, SO LONG AS TIME SHALL LAST, OR THE EARTH SHALL STAND, OR THERE SHALL BE ONE MAN UPON THE FACE THEREOF TO BE SAVED? BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, NAY; FOR IT IS BY FAITH THAT MIRACLES ARE WROUGHT; AND IT IS BY FAITH THAT ANGELS APPEAR AND MINISTER UNTO MEN; WHEREFORE, IF THESE THINGS HAVE CEASED WO BE UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, FOR IT IS BECAUSE OF UNBELIEF, AND ALL IS VAIN. FOR NO MAN CAN BE SAVED, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF CHRIST, SAVE THEY SHALL HAVE FAITH IN HIS NAME; WHEREFORE, IF THESE THINGS HAVE CEASED, THEN HAS FAITH CEASED ALSO; AND AWFUL IS THE STATE OF MAN, FOR THEY ARE AS THOUGH THERE HAD BEEN NO REDEMPTION MADE. BUT BEHOLD, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I JUDGE BETTER THINGS OF YOU, FOR I JUDGE THAT YE HAVE FAITH IN CHRIST BECAUSE OF YOUR MEEKNESS; FOR IF YE HAVE NOT FAITH IN HIM THEN YE ARE NOT FIT TO BE NUMBERED AMONG THE PEOPLE OF HIS CHURCH. AND AGAIN, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, I WOULD SPEAK UNTO YOU CONCERNING HOPE. HOW IS IT THAT YE CAN ATTAIN UNTO FAITH, SAVE YE SHALL HAVE HOPE? AND WHAT IS IT THAT YE SHALL HOPE FOR? BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU THAT YE SHALL HAVE HOPE THROUGH THE ATONEMENT OF CHRIST AND THE POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION, TO BE RAISED UNTO LIFE ETERNAL, AND THIS BECAUSE OF YOUR FAITH IN HIM ACCORDING TO THE PROMISE. WHEREFORE, IF A MAN, HAVE FAITH HE MUST NEEDS HAVE HOPE; FOR WITHOUT FAITH THERE CANNOT BE ANY HOPE. AND AGAIN, BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU THAT HE CANNOT HAVE FAITH AND HOPE, SAVE HE SHALL BE MEEK, AND LOWLY OF HEART. IF SO, HIS FAITH AND HOPE IS VAIN, FOR NONE IS ACCEPTABLE BEFORE GOD, SAVE THE MEEK AND LOWLY IN HEART; AND IF A MAN BE MEEK AND LOWLY IN HEART, AND CONFESSES BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST, HE MUST NEEDS HAVE CHARITY; FOR IF HE, HAVE NOT CHARITY HE IS NOTHING; WHEREFORE HE MUST NEEDS HAVE CHARITY. AND CHARITY SUFFERETH LONG, AND IS KIND, AND ENVIETH NOT, AND IS NOT PUFFED UP, SEEKETH NOT HER OWN, IS NOT EASILY PROVOKED, THINKETH NO EVIL, AND REJOICETH NOT IN INIQUITY BUT REJOICETH IN THE TRUTH, BEARETH ALL THINGS, BELIEVETH ALL THINGS, HOPETH ALL THINGS, ENDURETH ALL THINGS. WHEREFORE, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, IF YE HAVE NOT CHARITY, YE ARE NOTHING, FOR CHARITY NEVER FAILETH. WHEREFORE, CLEAVE UNTO CHARITY, WHICH IS THE GREATEST OF ALL, FOR ALL THINGS MUST FAIL—BUT CHARITY IS THE PURE LOVE OF CHRIST, AND IT ENDURETH FOREVER; AND WHOSO IS FOUND POSSESSED OF IT AT THE LAST DAY, IT SHALL BE WELL WITH HIM. WHEREFORE, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, PRAY UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WITH ALL THE ENERGY OF HEART, THAT YE MAY BE FILLED WITH THIS LOVE, WHICH HE HATH BESTOWED UPON ALL WHO ARE TRUE FOLLOWERS OF HIS SON, JESUS CHRIST; THAT YE MAY BECOME THE SONS OF GOD; THAT WHEN HE SHALL APPEAR WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM, FOR WE SHALL SEE HIM AS HE IS; THAT WE MAY HAVE THIS HOPE; THAT WE MAY BE PURIFIED EVEN AS HE IS PURE. AMEN.
MORONI 8
AN EPISTLE OF MY FATHER MORMON, WRITTEN TO ME, MORONI; AND IT WAS WRITTEN UNTO ME SOON AFTER MY CALLING TO THE MINISTRY. AND ON THIS WISE DID HE WRITE UNTO ME, SAYING: MY BELOVED SON, MORONI, I REJOICE EXCEEDINGLY THAT YOUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HATH BEEN MINDFUL OF YOU, AND HATH CALLED YOU TO HIS MINISTRY, AND TO HIS HOLY WORK. I AM MINDFUL OF YOU ALWAYS IN MY PRAYERS, CONTINUALLY PRAYING UNTO GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE NAME OF HIS HOLY CHILD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAWHEH], JESUS, THAT HE, THROUGH HIS INFINITE GOODNESS AND GRACE, WILL KEEP YOU THROUGH THE ENDURANCE OF FAITH ON HIS NAME TO THE END. AND NOW, MY SON, I SPEAK UNTO YOU CONCERNING THAT WHICH GRIEVETH ME EXCEEDINGLY; FOR IT GRIEVETH ME THAT THERE SHOULD DISPUTATIONS RISE AMONG YOU. FOR, IF I HAVE LEARNED THE TRUTH, THERE HAVE BEEN DISPUTATIONS AMONG YOU CONCERNING THE BAPTISM OF YOUR LITTLE CHILDREN. AND NOW, MY SON, I DESIRE THAT YE SHOULD LABOR DILIGENTLY, THAT THIS GROSS ERROR SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM AMONG YOU; FOR, FOR THIS INTENT I HAVE WRITTEN THIS EPISTLE. FOR IMMEDIATELY AFTER I HAD LEARNED THESE THINGS OF YOU, I INQUIRED OF THE LORD CONCERNING THE MATTER. AND THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO ME BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST, SAYING: LISTEN TO THE WORDS OF CHRIST, YOUR REDEEMER, YOUR LORD AND YOUR GOD. BEHOLD, I CAME INTO THE WORLD NOT TO CALL THE RIGHTEOUS BUT SINNERS TO REPENTANCE; THE WHOLE NEED NO PHYSICIAN, BUT THEY THAT ARE SICK; WHEREFORE, LITTLE CHILDREN ARE WHOLE, FOR THEY ARE NOT CAPABLE OF COMMITTING SIN; WHEREFORE THE CURSE OF ADAM IS TAKEN FROM THEM IN ME, THAT IT HATH NO POWER OVER THEM; AND THE LAW OF CIRCUMCISION IS DONE AWAY IN ME. AND AFTER THIS MANNER DID THE HOLY GHOST MANIFEST THE WORD OF GOD UNTO ME; WHEREFORE, MY BELOVED SON, I KNOW THAT IT IS SOLEMN MOCKERY BEFORE GOD, THAT YE SHOULD BAPTIZE LITTLE CHILDREN. BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU THAT THIS THING SHALL YE TEACH—REPENTANCE AND BAPTISM UNTO THOSE WHO ARE ACCOUNTABLE AND CAPABLE OF COMMITTING SIN; YEA, TEACH PARENTS THAT THEY MUST REPENT AND BE BAPTIZED, AND HUMBLE THEMSELVES AS THEIR LITTLE CHILDREN, AND THEY SHALL ALL BE SAVED WITH THEIR LITTLE CHILDREN. AND THEIR LITTLE CHILDREN NEED NO REPENTANCE, NEITHER BAPTISM. BEHOLD, BAPTISM IS UNTO REPENTANCE TO THE FULFILLING THE COMMANDMENTS UNTO THE REMISSION OF SINS. BUT LITTLE CHILDREN ARE ALIVE IN CHRIST, EVEN FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD; IF NOT SO, GOD IS A PARTIAL GOD, AND ALSO A CHANGEABLE GOD, AND A RESPECTER TO PERSONS; FOR HOW MANY LITTLE CHILDREN HAVE DIED WITHOUT BAPTISM! WHEREFORE, IF LITTLE CHILDREN COULD NOT BE SAVED WITHOUT BAPTISM, THESE MUST HAVE GONE TO AN ENDLESS HELL. BEHOLD I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT HE THAT SUPPOSETH THAT LITTLE CHILDREN NEED BAPTISM IS IN THE GALL OF BITTERNESS AND IN THE BONDS OF INIQUITY; FOR HE HATH NEITHER FAITH, HOPE, NOR CHARITY; WHEREFORE, SHOULD HE BE CUT OFF WHILE IN THE THOUGHT, HE MUST GO DOWN TO HELL. FOR AWFUL IS THE WICKEDNESS TO SUPPOSE THAT GOD SAVETH ONE CHILD BECAUSE OF BAPTISM, AND THE OTHER MUST PERISH BECAUSE HE HATH NO BAPTISM. WO BE UNTO THEM THAT SHALL PERVERT THE WAYS OF THE LORD AFTER THIS MANNER, FOR THEY SHALL PERISH EXCEPT THEY REPENT. BEHOLD, I SPEAK WITH BOLDNESS, HAVING AUTHORITY FROM GOD; AND I FEAR NOT WHAT MAN CAN DO; FOR PERFECT LOVE CASTETH OUT ALL FEAR. AND I AM FILLED WITH CHARITY, WHICH IS EVERLASTING LOVE; WHEREFORE, ALL CHILDREN ARE ALIKE UNTO ME; WHEREFORE, I LOVE LITTLE CHILDREN WITH A PERFECT LOVE; AND THEY ARE ALL ALIKE AND PARTAKERS OF SALVATION. FOR I KNOW THAT GOD IS NOT A PARTIAL GOD, NEITHER A CHANGEABLE BEING; BUT HE IS UNCHANGEABLE FROM ALL ETERNITY TO ALL ETERNITY. LITTLE CHILDREN CANNOT REPENT; WHEREFORE, IT IS AWFUL WICKEDNESS TO DENY THE PURE MERCIES OF GOD UNTO THEM, FOR THEY ARE ALL ALIVE IN HIM BECAUSE OF HIS MERCY. AND HE THAT SAITH THAT LITTLE CHILDREN NEED BAPTISM DENIETH THE MERCIES OF CHRIST, AND SETTETH AT NAUGHT THE ATONEMENT OF HIM AND THE POWER OF HIS REDEMPTION. WO UNTO SUCH, FOR THEY ARE IN DANGER OF DEATH, HELL, AND AN ENDLESS TORMENT. I SPEAK IT BOLDLY; GOD HATH COMMANDED ME. LISTEN UNTO THEM AND GIVE HEED, OR THEY STAND AGAINST YOU AT THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF CHRIST. FOR BEHOLD THAT ALL LITTLE CHILDREN ARE ALIVE IN CHRIST, AND ALSO ALL THEY THAT ARE WITHOUT THE LAW. FOR THE POWER OF REDEMPTION COMETH ON ALL THEM THAT HAVE NO LAW; WHEREFORE, HE THAT IS NOT CONDEMNED, OR HE THAT IS UNDER NO CONDEMNATION, CANNOT REPENT; AND UNTO SUCH BAPTISM AVAILETH NOTHING—BUT IT IS MOCKERY BEFORE GOD, DENYING THE MERCIES OF CHRIST, AND THE POWER OF HIS HOLY SPIRIT, AND PUTTING TRUST IN DEAD WORKS. BEHOLD, MY SON, THIS THING OUGHT NOT TO BE; FOR REPENTANCE IS UNTO THEM THAT ARE UNDER CONDEMNATION AND UNDER THE CURSE OF A BROKEN LAW. AND THE FIRST FRUITS OF REPENTANCE IS BAPTISM; AND BAPTISM COMETH BY FAITH UNTO THE FULFILLING THE COMMANDMENTS; AND THE FULFILLING THE COMMANDMENTS BRINGETH REMISSION OF SINS; AND THE REMISSION OF SINS BRINGETH MEEKNESS, AND LOWLINESS OF HEART; AND BECAUSE OF MEEKNESS AND LOWLINESS OF HEART COMETH THE VISITATION OF THE HOLY GHOST, WHICH COMFORTER FILLETH WITH HOPE AND PERFECT LOVE, WHICH LOVE ENDURETH BY DILIGENCE UNTO PRAYER, UNTIL THE END SHALL COME, WHEN ALL THE SAINTS SHALL DWELL WITH GOD. BEHOLD, MY SON, I WILL WRITE UNTO YOU AGAIN IF I GO NOT OUT SOON AGAINST THE LAMANITES. BEHOLD, THE PRIDE OF THIS NATION, OR THE PEOPLE OF THE NEPHITES, HATH PROVEN THEIR DESTRUCTION EXCEPT THEY SHOULD REPENT. PRAY FOR THEM, MY SON, THAT REPENTANCE MAY COME UNTO THEM. BUT BEHOLD, I FEAR LEST THE SPIRIT HATH CEASED STRIVING WITH THEM; AND IN THIS PART OF THE LAND THEY ARE ALSO SEEKING TO PUT DOWN ALL POWER AND AUTHORITY WHICH COMETH FROM GOD; AND THEY ARE DENYING THE HOLY GHOST. AND AFTER REJECTING SO GREAT A KNOWLEDGE, MY SON, THEY MUST PERISH SOON, UNTO THE FULFILLING OF THE PROPHECIES WHICH WERE SPOKEN BY THE PROPHETS, AS WELL AS THE WORDS OF OUR SAVIOR HIMSELF. FAREWELL, MY SON, UNTIL I SHALL WRITE UNTO YOU, OR SHALL MEET YOU AGAIN. AMEN. THE 2ND EPISTLE OF MORMON TO HIS SON MORONI. 
MORONI 9
MY BELOVED SON, I WRITE UNTO YOU AGAIN THAT YE MAY KNOW THAT I AM YET ALIVE; BUT I WRITE SOMEWHAT OF THAT WHICH IS GRIEVOUS. FOR BEHOLD, I HAVE HAD A SORE BATTLE WITH THE LAMANITES, IN WHICH WE DID NOT CONQUER; AND ARCHEANTUS HAS FALLEN BY THE SWORD, AND ALSO LURAM AND EMRON; YEA, AND WE HAVE LOST A GREAT NUMBER OF OUR CHOICE MEN. AND NOW BEHOLD, MY SON, I FEAR LEST THE LAMANITES SHALL DESTROY THIS PEOPLE; FOR THEY DO NOT REPENT, AND SATAN STIRRETH THEM UP CONTINUALLY TO ANGER ONE WITH ANOTHER. BEHOLD, I AM LABORING WITH THEM CONTINUALLY; AND WHEN I SPEAK THE WORD OF GOD WITH SHARPNESS THEY TREMBLE AND ANGER AGAINST ME; AND WHEN I USE NO SHARPNESS, THEY HARDEN THEIR HEARTS AGAINST IT; WHEREFORE, I FEAR LEST THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD HATH CEASED STRIVING WITH THEM. FOR SO EXCEEDINGLY DO THEY ANGER THAT IT SEEMETH ME THAT THEY HAVE NO FEAR OF DEATH; AND THEY HAVE LOST THEIR LOVE, ONE TOWARDS ANOTHER; AND THEY THIRST AFTER BLOOD AND REVENGE CONTINUALLY. AND NOW, MY BELOVED SON, NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR HARDNESS, LET US LABOR DILIGENTLY; FOR IF WE SHOULD CEASE TO LABOR, WE SHOULD BE BROUGHT UNDER CONDEMNATION; FOR WE HAVE A LABOR TO PERFORM WHILST IN THIS TABERNACLE OF CLAY, THAT WE MAY CONQUER THE ENEMY OF ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND REST OUR SOULS IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND NOW I WRITE SOMEWHAT CONCERNING THE SUFFERINGS OF THIS PEOPLE. FOR ACCORDING TO THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED FROM AMORON, BEHOLD, THE LAMANITES HAVE MANY PRISONERS, WHICH THEY TOOK FROM THE TOWER OF SHERRIZAH; AND THERE WERE MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN. AND THE HUSBANDS AND FATHERS OF THOSE WOMEN AND CHILDREN THEY HAVE SLAIN; AND THEY FEED THE WOMEN UPON THE FLESH OF THEIR HUSBANDS, AND THE CHILDREN UPON THE FLESH OF THEIR FATHERS; AND NO WATER, SAVE A LITTLE, DO THEY GIVE UNTO THEM. AND NOTWITHSTANDING THIS GREAT ABOMINATION OF THE LAMANITES, IT DOTH NOT EXCEED THAT OF OUR PEOPLE IN MORIANTUM. FOR BEHOLD, MANY OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE LAMANITES HAVE THEY TAKEN PRISONERS; AND AFTER DEPRIVING THEM OF THAT WHICH WAS MOST DEAR AND PRECIOUS ABOVE ALL THINGS, WHICH IS CHASTITY AND VIRTUE AND AFTER THEY HAD DONE THIS THING, THEY DID MURDER THEM IN A MOST CRUEL MANNER, TORTURING THEIR BODIES EVEN UNTO DEATH; AND AFTER THEY HAVE DONE THIS, THEY DEVOUR THEIR FLESH LIKE UNTO WILD BEASTS, BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS; AND THEY DO IT FOR A TOKEN OF BRAVERY. O MY BELOVED SON, HOW CAN A PEOPLE LIKE THIS, THAT ARE WITHOUT CIVILIZATION (AND ONLY A FEW YEARS HAVE PASSED AWAY, AND THEY WERE A CIVIL AND A DELIGHTSOME PEOPLE) BUT O MY SON, HOW CAN A PEOPLE LIKE THIS, WHOSE DELIGHT IS IN SO MUCH ABOMINATION—HOW CAN WE EXPECT THAT GOD WILL STAY HIS HAND IN JUDGMENT AGAINST US? BEHOLD, MY HEART CRIES: WO UNTO THIS PEOPLE. COME OUT IN JUDGMENT, O GOD, AND HIDE THEIR SINS, AND WICKEDNESS, AND ABOMINATIONS FROM BEFORE THY FACE! AND AGAIN, MY SON, THERE ARE MANY WIDOWS AND THEIR DAUGHTERS WHO REMAIN IN SHERRIZAH; AND THAT PART OF THE PROVISIONS WHICH THE LAMANITES DID NOT CARRY AWAY, BEHOLD, THE ARMY OF ZENEPHI HAS CARRIED AWAY, AND LEFT THEM TO WANDER WHITHERSOEVER THEY CAN FOR FOOD; AND MANY OLD WOMEN DO FAINT BY THE WAY AND DIE. AND THE ARMY WHICH IS WITH ME IS WEAK; AND THE ARMIES OF THE LAMANITES ARE BETWIXT SHERRIZAH AND ME; AND AS MANY AS HAVE FLED TO THE ARMY OF AARON HAVE FALLEN VICTIMS TO THEIR AWFUL BRUTALITY. O THE DEPRAVITY OF MY PEOPLE! THEY ARE WITHOUT ORDER AND WITHOUT MERCY. BEHOLD, I AM BUT A MAN, AND I HAVE BUT THE STRENGTH OF A MAN, AND I CANNOT ANY LONGER ENFORCE MY COMMANDS. AND THEY HAVE BECOME STRONG IN THEIR PERVERSION; AND THEY ARE ALIKE BRUTAL, SPARING NONE, NEITHER OLD NOR YOUNG; AND THEY DELIGHT IN EVERYTHING SAVE THAT WHICH IS GOOD; AND THE SUFFERING OF OUR WOMEN AND OUR CHILDREN UPON ALL THE FACE OF THIS LAND DOTH EXCEED EVERYTHING; YEA, TONGUE CANNOT TELL, NEITHER CAN IT BE WRITTEN. AND NOW, MY SON, I DWELL NO LONGER UPON THIS HORRIBLE SCENE. BEHOLD, THOU KNOWEST THE WICKEDNESS OF THIS PEOPLE; THOU KNOWEST THAT THEY ARE WITHOUT PRINCIPLE, AND PAST FEELING; AND THEIR WICKEDNESS DOTH EXCEED THAT OF THE LAMANITES. BEHOLD, MY SON, I CANNOT RECOMMEND THEM UNTO GOD LEST HE SHOULD SMITE ME. BUT BEHOLD, MY SON, I RECOMMEND THEE UNTO GOD, AND I TRUST IN CHRIST THAT THOU WILT BE SAVED; AND I PRAY UNTO GOD THAT HE WILL SPARE THY LIFE, TO WITNESS THE RETURN OF HIS PEOPLE UNTO HIM, OR THEIR UTTER DESTRUCTION; FOR I KNOW THAT THEY MUST PERISH EXCEPT THEY REPENT AND RETURN UNTO HIM. AND IF THEY PERISH IT WILL BE LIKE UNTO THE JAREDITES, BECAUSE OF THE WILFULNESS OF THEIR HEARTS, SEEKING FOR BLOOD AND REVENGE. AND IF IT SO BE THAT THEY PERISH, WE KNOW THAT MANY OF OUR BRETHREN HAVE DESERTED OVER UNTO THE LAMANITES, AND MANY MORE WILL ALSO DESERT OVER UNTO THEM; WHEREFORE, WRITE SOMEWHAT A FEW THINGS, IF THOU ART SPARED AND I SHALL PERISH AND NOT SEE THEE; BUT I TRUST THAT I MAY SEE THEE SOON; FOR I HAVE SACRED RECORDS THAT I WOULD DELIVER UP UNTO THEE. MY SON, BE FAITHFUL IN CHRIST; AND MAY NOT THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN GRIEVE THEE, TO WEIGH THEE DOWN UNTO DEATH; BUT MAY CHRIST LIFT THEE UP, AND MAY HIS SUFFERINGS AND DEATH, AND THE SHOWING HIS BODY UNTO OUR FATHERS, AND HIS MERCY AND LONG-SUFFERING, AND THE HOPE OF HIS GLORY AND OF ETERNAL LIFE, REST IN YOUR MIND FOREVER. AND MAY THE GRACE OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHOSE THRONE IS HIGH IN THE HEAVENS, AND OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO SITTETH ON THE RIGHT HAND OF HIS POWER, UNTIL ALL THINGS SHALL BECOME SUBJECT UNTO HIM, BE, AND ABIDE WITH YOU FOREVER. AMEN.
MORONI 10
NOW I, MORONI, WRITE SOMEWHAT AS SEEMETH ME GOOD; AND I WRITE UNTO MY BRETHREN, THE LAMANITES; AND I WOULD THAT THEY SHOULD KNOW THAT MORE THAN FOUR HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS HAVE PASSED AWAY SINCE THE SIGN WAS GIVEN OF THE COMING OF CHRIST. AND I SEAL UP THESE RECORDS, AFTER I HAVE SPOKEN A FEW WORDS BY WAY OF EXHORTATION UNTO YOU. BEHOLD, I WOULD EXHORT YOU THAT WHEN YE SHALL READ THESE THINGS, IF IT BE WISDOM IN GOD THAT YE SHOULD READ THEM, THAT YE WOULD REMEMBER HOW MERCIFUL THE LORD HATH BEEN UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN, FROM THE CREATION OF ADAM EVEN DOWN UNTIL THE TIME THAT YE SHALL RECEIVE THESE THINGS, AND PONDER IT IN YOUR HEARTS. AND WHEN YE SHALL RECEIVE THESE THINGS, I WOULD EXHORT YOU THAT YE WOULD ASK GOD, THE ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN], IN THE NAME OF CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], IF THESE THINGS ARE NOT TRUE; AND IF YE SHALL ASK WITH A SINCERE HEART, WITH REAL INTENT, HAVING FAITH IN CHRIST, HE WILL MANIFEST THE TRUTH OF IT UNTO YOU, BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST. AND BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST YE MAY KNOW THE TRUTH OF ALL THINGS. AND WHATSOEVER THING IS GOOD IS JUST AND TRUE; WHEREFORE, NOTHING THAT IS GOOD DENIETH THE CHRIST, BUT ACKNOWLEDGETH THAT HE IS. AND YE MAY KNOW THAT HE IS, BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST; WHEREFORE I WOULD EXHORT YOU THAT YE DENY NOT THE POWER OF GOD; FOR HE WORKETH BY POWER, ACCORDING TO THE FAITH OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN, THE SAME TODAY AND TOMORROW, AND FOREVER. AND AGAIN, I EXHORT YOU, MY BRETHREN, THAT YE DENY NOT THE GIFTS OF GOD, FOR THEY ARE MANY; AND THEY COME FROM THE SAME GOD. AND THERE ARE DIFFERENT WAYS THAT THESE GIFTS ARE ADMINISTERED; BUT IT IS THE SAME GOD WHO WORKETH ALL IN ALL; AND THEY ARE GIVEN BY THE MANIFESTATIONS OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD UNTO MEN, TO PROFIT THEM. FOR BEHOLD, TO ONE IS GIVEN BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THAT HE MAY TEACH THE WORD OF WISDOM; AND TO ANOTHER, THAT HE MAY TEACH THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE BY THE SAME SPIRIT; AND TO ANOTHER, EXCEEDINGLY GREAT FAITH; AND TO ANOTHER, THE GIFTS OF HEALING BY THE SAME SPIRIT; AND AGAIN, TO ANOTHER, THAT HE MAY WORK MIGHTY MIRACLES; AND AGAIN, TO ANOTHER, THAT HE MAY PROPHESY CONCERNING ALL THINGS; AND AGAIN, TO ANOTHER, THE BEHOLDING OF ANGELS AND MINISTERING SPIRITS; AND AGAIN, TO ANOTHER, ALL KINDS OF TONGUES; AND AGAIN, TO ANOTHER, THE INTERPRETATION OF LANGUAGES AND OF DIVER’S KINDS OF TONGUES. AND ALL THESE GIFTS COME BY THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST; AND THEY COME UNTO EVERY MAN SEVERALLY, ACCORDING AS HE WILL. AND I WOULD EXHORT YOU, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, THAT YE REMEMBER THAT EVERY GOOD GIFT COMETH OF CHRIST. AND I WOULD EXHORT YOU, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, THAT YE REMEMBER THAT HE IS THE SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND FOREVER, AND THAT ALL THESE GIFTS OF WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN, WHICH ARE SPIRITUAL, NEVER WILL BE DONE AWAY, EVEN AS LONG AS THE WORLD SHALL STAND, ONLY ACCORDING TO THE UNBELIEF OF THE CHILDREN OF MEN. WHEREFORE, THERE MUST BE FAITH; AND IF THERE MUST BE FAITH THERE MUST ALSO BE HOPE; AND IF THERE MUST BE HOPE THERE MUST ALSO BE CHARITY. AND EXCEPT YE HAVE CHARITY YE CAN IN NOWISE BE SAVED IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD; NEITHER CAN YE BE SAVED IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD IF YE HAVE NOT FAITH; NEITHER CAN YE IF YE HAVE NO HOPE. AND IF YE HAVE NO HOPE YE MUST NEEDS BE IN DESPAIR; AND DESPAIR COMETH BECAUSE OF INIQUITY. AND CHRIST TRULY SAID UNTO OUR FATHERS: IF YE HAVE FAITH YE CAN DO ALL THINGS WHICH ARE EXPEDIENT UNTO ME. AND NOW I SPEAK UNTO ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH—THAT IF THE DAY COMETH THAT THE POWER AND GIFTS OF GOD SHALL BE DONE AWAY AMONG YOU, IT SHALL BE BECAUSE OF UNBELIEF. AND WO BE UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN IF THIS BE THE CASE; FOR THERE SHALL BE NONE THAT DOETH GOOD AMONG YOU, NO NOT ONE. FOR IF THERE BE ONE AMONG YOU THAT DOETH GOOD, HE SHALL WORK BY THE POWER AND GIFTS OF GOD. AND WO UNTO THEM WHO SHALL DO THESE THINGS AWAY AND DIE, FOR THEY DIE IN THEIR SINS, AND THEY CANNOT BE SAVED IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD; AND I SPEAK IT ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF CHRIST; AND I LIE NOT. AND I EXHORT YOU TO REMEMBER THESE THINGS; FOR THE TIME SPEEDILY COMETH THAT YE SHALL KNOW THAT I LIE NOT, FOR YE SHALL SEE ME AT THE BAR OF GOD; AND THE LORD GOD WILL SAY UNTO YOU: DID I NOT DECLARE MY WORDS UNTO YOU, WHICH WERE WRITTEN BY THIS MAN, LIKE AS ONE CRYING FROM THE DEAD, YEA, EVEN AS ONE SPEAKING OUT OF THE DUST? I DECLARE THESE THINGS UNTO THE FULFILLING OF THE PROPHECIES. AND BEHOLD, THEY SHALL PROCEED FORTH OUT OF THE MOUTH OF THE EVERLASTING GOD; AND HIS WORD SHALL HISS FORTH FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION. AND GOD SHALL SHOW UNTO YOU, THAT THAT WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN IS TRUE. AND AGAIN, I WOULD EXHORT YOU THAT YE WOULD COME UNTO CHRIST, AND LAY HOLD UPON EVERY GOOD GIFT, AND TOUCH NOT THE EVIL GIFT, NOR THE UNCLEAN THING. AND AWAKE, AND ARISE FROM THE DUST, O JERUSALEM; YEA, AND PUT ON THY BEAUTIFUL GARMENTS, O DAUGHTER OF ZION; AND STRENGTHEN THY STAKES AND ENLARGE THY BORDERS FOREVER, THAT THOU MAYEST NO MORE BE CONFOUNDED, THAT THE COVENANTS OF THE ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN] WHICH HE HATH MADE UNTO THEE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL, MAY BE FULFILLED. YEA, COME UNTO CHRIST, AND BE PERFECTED IN HIM, AND DENY YOURSELVES OF ALL UNGODLINESS; AND IF YE SHALL DENY YOURSELVES OF ALL UNGODLINESS, AND LOVE GOD WITH ALL YOUR MIGHT, MIND AND STRENGTH, THEN IS HIS GRACE SUFFICIENT FOR YOU, THAT BY HIS GRACE YE MAY BE PERFECT IN CHRIST; AND IF BY THE GRACE OF GOD YE ARE PERFECT IN CHRIST, YE CAN IN NOWISE DENY THE POWER OF GOD. AND AGAIN, IF YE BY THE GRACE OF GOD ARE PERFECT IN CHRIST, AND DENY NOT HIS POWER, THEN ARE YE SANCTIFIED IN CHRIST BY THE GRACE OF GOD, THROUGH THE SHEDDING OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST, WHICH IS IN THE COVENANT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] UNTO THE REMISSION OF YOUR SINS, THAT YE BECOME HOLY, WITHOUT SPOT. AND NOW I BID UNTO ALL, FAREWELL. I SOON GO TO REST IN THE PARADISE OF GOD, UNTIL MY SPIRIT AND BODY SHALL AGAIN REUNITE, AND I AM BROUGHT FORTH TRIUMPHANT THROUGH THE AIR, TO MEET YOU BEFORE THE PLEASING BAR OF THE GREAT JEHOVAH [THE TOP HIGHEST TITLE OF THE LORD AS THE TRUE TOP CREATOR AGENT LORD], THE ETERNAL JUDGE [THE TOP HIGHER THAN MOST-HIGHEST PERSONAL LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH AS THE TRUE SUPREME CREATOR] OF BOTH QUICK AND DEAD [THE BOOK OF THE DEAD PROPHETS FOR THE DEAD TO BE CAST INTO HELL FOR A ETERNAL DAMNATION & THE BOOK OF THE LIVING PROPHETS FOR THE QUICK TO BE CAST INTO PURGATORY FOR A ETERNAL SANCTIFICATION IN JAMES 4:12 & ACTS 7:42; 17:22-31]. AMEN. THE END.
THE SUPER GOSPEL INFANCY, THE HARMONY OF ANCIENT GOSPELS COMPRISED OF JESUS’ 1ST INITIAL 36 YEARS
IN LUKE 1:1-4; JOHN 1:1-18, SINCE IT IS CLEAR THAT MANY HAVE PAINSTAKINGLY TRIED TO STITCH TOGETHER A NARRATIVE REGARDING MATTERS WHICH HAVE BEEN PROVEN TO OUR OWN SATISFACTION, EVEN AS DID THOSE WHO FROM THE VERY BEGINNING WERE EYEWITNESSES AND HUMBLE ADMINISTRATORS OF THE WORD; IT SEEMED RIGHT THAT I SHOULD FOLLOW SUIT; ACCURATELY ORDERING AND WRITING TO YOU FROM A LOFTIER VIEW, MOST NOBLE LOVER OF GOD, THAT YOU ALSO MIGHT COME TO SEE THE CERTAINTY IN THE THINGS THAT YOU WERE TAUGHT. IN THE FIRST PLACE, THERE WAS THE WORD, AND THIS WORD HAD TO DO WITH GOD, AND THIS WORD WAS GOD. THIS WAS THE VERY BASIS FOR DRAWING NEAR TO GOD. EVERYTHING WAS BROUGHT INTO BEING BECAUSE OF IT, AND APART FROM IT NOT SO MUCH AS ONE THING EVER CAME TO PASS. FOR WITHIN IT THERE WAS LIFE, AND THAT LIGHT WAS ENLIGHTENMENT FOR ALL OF MANKIND, AND THAT LIGHT CONTINUES TO SHINE THROUGH ALL OF THE DARKNESS, WITHOUT THAT DARKNESS EVER PERCEIVING IT. GOD SENT OUT A MAN WHOSE NAME WAS JOHN. HE CAME TO ATTEST TO THAT LIGHT, THAT ALL MIGHT COME TO BELIEVE IN IT THROUGH HIM. NOT THAT HE WAS THAT LIGHT, BUT HE DID COME AS A WITNESS TO THAT LIGHT. THE TRUE LIGHT WAS HE WHO ILLUMINES ALL MEN BY HIS COMING INTO THE WORLD. HE WAS IN THE WORLD, AND THE WORLD CAME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF HIM, YET THE WORLD NEVER DID RECOGNIZE HIM. HE JOINED IN AMONG HIS OWN, BUT THEY REFUSED TO ACCEPT HIM. TO AS MANY AS TRUSTED IN HIS GOOD NAME, HOWEVER, AND DID COME TO ACCEPT HIM, HE GAVE THE CHANCE TO BECOME GOD’S OWN CHILDREN; BROUGHT FORTH THROUGH NEITHER BLOODLINE, NOR THE WILL OF THE FLESH, NOR THE SLIGHTEST EFFORT ON THE PART OF MEN, BUT THE AGENCY OF GOD INSTEAD. THE WORD PUT ON FLESH AND LIVED AMONG US, AND WE RECOGNIZED HIS PREEMINENCE AS GOD’S ONLY SON, BRIMMING WITH SPIRITUAL LIFE, BEING THE EMBODIMENT OF TRUTH. JOHN HAS APTLY TESTIFIED OF HIM, AND RESOUNDINGLY PROCLAIMED, “THIS WAS THE SAME ONE WHO APPEARED BEFORE ME BRINGING WORD THAT THROUGH ME HE WOULD RISE TO 2 PROMINENCE.” AND FROM THIS MAN, OR RATHER HIM IN THE FULLEST SENSE, EACH OF US ALSO RECEIVES THIS GIFT: TRUE SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE AS OPPOSED TO MERE SPIRITUAL INTERCESSION, BECAUSE THROUGH MOSES CAME THE LAW, WHEREAS THROUGH JESUS, THE CHRIST, CAME THE GIFT OF SPIRITUAL FULFILLMENT, ALONG WITH THE EMBODIMENT OF TRUTH. NO ONE EVER SAW GOD CLEARLY BEFORE; THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON IS REVEALING HIM NOW FROM THE HEART OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. MARY’S PARENTS (BMARY 1:1-6; PSMT 1,2; PEV 1:1,2) JERUSALEM {HERE BEGINS THE BOOK OF THE BIRTH OF THE BLESSED MARY AND THE CHILDHOOD OF OUR SAVIOR; WHICH WAS WRITTEN IN HEBREW BY THE MOST REVEREND APOSTLE MATTHEW.} THE HOLY AND MAJESTIC VIRGIN MARY WAS BORN IN THE CITY OF NAZARETH, DESCENDED FROM DAVID’S ROYAL BLOODLINE, AND RECEIVED HER INSTRUCTION IN THE LORD’S TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM. HER FATHER’S NAME WAS JOACHIM AND HIS FAMILY WERE FROM GALILEE AND THE CITY OF NAZARETH. HER MOTHER’S NAME WAS ANNA, AND HER FAMILY WAS FROM BETHLEHEM. THEY LIVED PLAINLY AND HONESTLY BEFORE GOD; PIOUSLY AND BLAMELESSLY IN THE SIGHT OF MEN. ACCORDING TO THE CHRONICLES OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL, JOACHIM, A WEALTHY MAN OF JUDAH’S LINE, WAS IN JERUSALEM AT THIS TIME. HE SHEPHERDED HIS OWN SHEEP, AND LOVED THE LORD WHOLEHEARTEDLY AND WITH ALL INTEGRITY. HIS ENTIRE CONCERN WAS FOR THE WELL-BEING OF HIS HERDS; AND FROM THE FOOD THAT THEY PRODUCED, HE FED EVERY GOD-FEARING PERSON, HONORING GOD BY OFFERING A TWOFOLD CHARITY TO EVERYONE WHO SERVED HIM, AND WHO WORKED AT TEACHING. HE BROUGHT ALL OF HIS OFFERINGS BEFORE THE LORD, SAYING, “WHAT I BRING AS A SACRIFICE FOR MY OWN SINS WILL BE DEDICATED TO THE LORD, THAT HE MIGHT BE APPEASED WITH ME. WHAT IS OVER AND ABOVE THAT WILL BE FOR THE PEOPLE TO USE.” SO, HIS ENTIRE INCOME--HIS LAMBS, HIS SHEEP, HIS WOOL, AND EVERYTHING ELSE THAT HE OWNED--WAS SPLIT THREE WAYS: ONE PART WAS DEVOTED TO ORPHANS, WIDOWS, FOREIGNERS AND THE NEEDY; ANOTHER TO THE TEMPLE, ITS OFFICIALS, AND THOSE WHO WORSHIP GOD; AND THE THIRD PART HE RESERVED FOR HIS OWN NEEDS AND THOSE OF HIS ENTIRE FAMILY. HE PRACTICED THIS LEVEL OF 3 GENEROSITY FROM THE AGE OF FIFTEEN YEARS, AND ALL THE WHILE GOD COMPOUNDED HIS FLOCKS AND HIS WEALTH, SUCH THAT THERE WAS NO ONE ELSE LIKE HIM IN ALL OF ISRAEL. WHEN HE WAS TWENTY, HE MARRIED ANNA, THE DAUGHTER OF ISSACHAR, WHO SHARED HIS LINEAGE FROM DAVID. THEY PRACTICED THIS DECENT WAY OF LIVING FOR ABOUT TWENTY YEARS; BEING APPROVED BY GOD AND RESPECTED BY MEN, YET SHE BORE HIM NEITHER SONS NOR DAUGHTERS. THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD WAS APPROACHING, AND THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL WERE BRINGING THEIR OBLATIONS. NOW DURING THE FESTAL DAYS, JOACHIM WAS GATHERING HIS GIFTS BEFORE THE LORD IN THE COMPANY OF SOME OTHER PEOPLE WHO WERE OFFERING THEIR INCENSE UP. AND THIS PRIEST NAMED REUBEN ROSE TO HIS FEET, WALKED OVER TO JOACHIM AND SAID, “IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR YOU TO STAND HERE ALONGSIDE THESE OTHERS AND PRESENT YOUR OFFERINGS AHEAD OF THOSE WHO ARE SACRIFICING TO GOD, SEEING THAT YOU HAVE FATHERED NO CHILDREN IN ISRAEL.” (BUT THEY HAD SOLEMNLY PLEDGED THAT IF GOD SHOULD BLESS THEM WITH A CHILD, THEY WOULD CONSECRATE IT TO THE SERVICE OF THE LORD; WHICH WAS WHY THEY WENT TO THE LORD’S TEMPLE DURING EVERY FEAST OF THE YEAR.) JOACHIM’S CENSURE (BMARY 1:7-1:12; PEV 1:3-7) JERUSALEM; THE HILL COUNTRY NOW WHEN THE DEDICATION FEAST WAS APPROACHING DURING THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD OF ISSACHAR, JOACHIM AND SOME OTHERS OF HIS TRIBE TRAVELED UP TO JERUSALEM. WHEN HE SAW JOACHIM AND HIS COMPANIONS BRINGING THEIR OFFERINGS, HE SNUBBED BOTH HIM AND HIS GIFTS, DEMANDING, “WHY WOULD A CHILDLESS PERSON LIKE YOU BE SO PRESUMPTUOUS AS TO COME AND STAND HERE ALONGSIDE THOSE WHO ARE NOT? GOD WILL NEVER ACCEPT ANY OFFERINGS FROM YOU,” HE ADDED. “HE HASN’T EVEN DEEMED YOU WORTHY TO HAVE CHILDREN! REMEMBER THAT THE SCRIPTURE READS, ‘ACCURSED ARE ALL WHO FAIL TO FATHER A SON IN ISRAEL.’” HE SAID, MOREOVER, “YOU OUGHT FIRST TO FREE YOURSELF FROM THAT CURSE BY FATHERING A CHILD, AND ONLY THEN SHOULD YOU BRING YOUR OFFERINGS INTO THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD.” TAKEN ABACK BY SUCH A SHAMEFUL AND PUBLIC CENSURE, JOACHIM RAN AWAY FROM THE LORD’S TEMPLE IN TEARS. HE FELT DISCOURAGED AND SAID TO HIMSELF, “I WILL CHECK THE REGISTER TO SEE IF I AM INDEED THE ONLY ONE IN 4 ISRAEL WHO HAS NOT BROUGHT UP ANY CHILDREN.” SO, HE CONSULTED THE ARCHIVES OF THE TWELVE TRIBES AND LEARNED THAT ALL OF THE UPRIGHT IN ISRAEL HAD INDEED RAISED UP CHILDREN. THEN HE RECALLED THAT EVEN AS HIS DAYS WERE DRAWING TO A CLOSE, GOD BLESSED THE PATRIARCH ABRAHAM WITH HIS SON ISAAC. NOW SINCE JOACHIM WAS SO DEPRESSED, HE DID NOT WISH TO GO BACK HOME AND FACE HIS WIFE AND NEIGHBORS WHO, AFTER ALL, HAD BEEN THERE AND HAD HEARD ALL THAT THE HIGH PRIEST HAD SPOKEN, AND FEARED THAT THEY MIGHT PUBLICLY HUMILIATE HIM AS WELL. HE THEREFORE DID NOT GO BACK HOME, BUT WITHDREW INSTEAD INTO THE MOUNTAINS OF A FARAWAY LAND WITH HIS HERDSMEN, SO THAT HIS WIFE ANNA MIGHT HEAR NOTHING ABOUT HIM. THERE HE SET UP HIS TENT, AND AFTER SOME TIME HE STARTED FASTING. “FOR FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS I WILL NOT EAT OR DRINK ANYTHING,” HE SAID TO HIMSELF. “MY PRAYER WILL BE MY ONLY FOOD AND DRINK UNTIL THE LORD MY GOD VISITS ME.” ANNA’S LAMENT (PEV 2:1; 2:8-3:7; PSMT 2,3) JERUSALEM HIS WIFE ANNA SANG TWO ELEGIES, AND UTTERED A DOUBLE LAMENT: “I WILL WEEP FOR MY WIDOWHOOD AND WAIL FOR MY BARRENNESS.” FOR BECAUSE SHE HAD HEARD NOTHING OF WHAT HAD BECOME OF JOACHIM, SHE COMPLAINED TO GOD, AND IN TEARS DID SHE PLEAD, “OH LORD, GREAT AND POWERFUL GOD OF ISRAEL, YOU HAVE GIVEN ME NO CHILDREN; WHY HAVE YOU TAKEN MY HUSBAND AS WELL? BEHOLD, IT HAS BEEN FIVE MONTHS SINCE I HAVE SEEN HIM, AND I HAVE NO IDEA WHERE HE MIGHT BE. IF I KNEW THAT HE WERE DEAD, I COULD AT LEAST BURY HIM.” THEN SHE ENTERED INTO THE COURTYARD OF HIS HOUSE IN THE DEPTH OF HER SORROW, FELL TO HER FACE AND PRAYED, POURING FORTH HER REQUESTS TO THE LORD. AND AFTERWARD, EVEN THOUGH SHE FELT DEJECTED, ANNA GOT UP FROM HER PRAYERS, TOOK OFF HER MOURNING CLOTHES, WASHED HER HAIR, AND PUT ON HER WEDDING GARMENTS. AT ABOUT THE NINTH HOUR, SHE WENT FOR A WALK IN HER GARDEN AND SAW A LAUREL TREE THERE. AND SITTING DOWN BENEATH IT, SHE BEGGED THE LORD, “OH GOD OF OUR FATHERS, HEARKEN TO MY PRAYER AND BLESS ME EVEN AS YOU BLESSED THE WOMB OF SARAH AND GRACED HER WITH HER SON ISAAC.” THEN ANNA LOOKED INTO THE SKY AND SIGHED. AND NOTICING A NEST OF 5 SPARROWS IN THAT LAUREL TREE, SHE SANG THE FOLLOWING ELEGY: “POOR LITTLE ME! WHO GAVE ME LIFE? WHAT WOMB BROUGHT ME FORTH? FOR I WAS BORN ONLY TO BE CURSED BEFORE THE PEOPLE-- EVEN THE SONS OF ISRAEL. AND I WAS CENSURED; THEY RIDICULED ME AND THREW ME OUT OF THE LORD’S TEMPLE. POOR LITTLE ME! WITH WHAT AM I TO BE COMPARED? I AM NOT TO BE COMPARED WITH THE BIRDS OF THE SKY, BECAUSE, OH MY LORD, EVEN THE BIRDS OF THE SKY PRODUCE FOR YOU. POOR LITTLE ME! WITH WHAT AM I TO BE COMPARED? I AM NOT TO BE COMPARED WITH THE SPEECHLESS BEASTS, BECAUSE, OH MY LORD, EVEN THE SPEECHLESS BEASTS PRODUCE FOR YOU. POOR LITTLE ME! WITH WHAT AM I TO BE COMPARED? I AM NOT TO BE COMPARED WITH THE EARTH’S WILD ANIMALS, BECAUSE, OH MY LORD, EVEN THE WILD ANIMALS OF THE EARTH PRODUCE FOR YOU. POOR LITTLE ME! WITH WHAT AM I TO BE COMPARED? I AM NOT TO BE COMPARED WITH THESE WATERS, BECAUSE, OH MY LORD, EVEN THESE WATERS PRODUCE FOR YOU. POOR LITTLE ME! WITH WHAT AM I TO BE COMPARED? I AM NOT TO BE COMPARED WITH THIS EARTH, BECAUSE EVEN THIS EARTH IS PRODUCTIVE IN ITS SEASON AND PRAISES YOU, OH MY LORD.” AND SHE SPOKE SORROWFULLY SAYING, “LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, THE ONE WHO HAS GIVEN POSTERITY TO ALL LIVING THINGS; EVERY CREATURE, BE THEY EITHER TAME OR WILD; TO SERPENTS, BIRDS, AND FISH AS WELL, THAT THEY MIGHT ALL TAKE PLEASURE IN THEIR YOUNG. ONLY I AM DEPRIVED OF YOUR GENEROUS GIFT. BUT YOU, DEAR GOD, KNOW THAT FROM MY WEDDING DAY, I PROMISED IN MY HEART THAT IF EVER YOU GAVE ME A SON OR A DAUGHTER, I WOULD GIVE THEM BACK TO YOU, TO SERVE YOU IN YOUR SACRED TEMPLE.” AN ANGEL APPEARS TO ANNA (BMARY 3:1-5; PEV 4:1,2; 2:2-7; PSMT 2,3) JERUSALEM AND BEHOLD, EVEN AS SHE WAS SAYING ALL THIS, ONE OF GOD’S ANGELS 6 SUDDENLY APPEARED TO HER AND SAID, “ANNA, ANNA, DO NOT BE AFRAID! DO NOT THINK THAT WHAT YOU SEE IS SOME DELUSION, FOR I AM THE ANGEL WHO HAS PRESENTED YOUR PETITIONS AND CHARITABLE DONATIONS IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD. THE LORD GOD HAS HEARD YOUR PLEA AND ORDAINED SEED FOR YOU. YOU WILL CONCEIVE AND GIVE BIRTH, AND YOUR CHILD’S NAME WILL BE THE TALK OF THE WHOLE EARTH. ALL GENERATIONS WILL MARVEL AT WHAT YOU ARE TO BEAR; EVEN UNTIL THE END OF THE AGE.” “AS MY LORD IS THE LIVING GOD,” ANNA REPLIED, “IF A CHILD IS GIVEN TO ME, BE IT EITHER A BOY OR A GIRL, I WILL GIVE IT TO THE LORD MY GOD, AND IT WILL SERVE HIM ALL THE DAYS OF ITS LIFE.” THEN THE ANGEL SAID TO HER, “I HAVE BEEN SENT TO YOU TO LET YOU KNOW THAT YOU ARE TO BEAR A DAUGHTER. YOU ARE TO NAME HER MARY, AND SHE WILL BE FAVORED ABOVE ALL OTHER WOMEN. AND AS SOON AS SHE IS BORN, SHE WILL EXHIBIT QUALITIES LIKE THOSE OF THE LORD. SHE WILL BE BROUGHT UP IN HER FATHER’S HOUSE UNTIL THE THREE YEARS OF HER WEANING RUN OUT, THEN SHE WILL BE GIVEN TO THE SERVICE OF THE LORD. SHE WILL NEVER SET FOOT OFF THE TEMPLE GROUNDS UNTIL SHE REACHES THE AGE OF DISCRETION. IN SHORT, IN THAT PLACE SHE WILL SERVE THE LORD, FASTING AND PRAYING DAY AND NIGHT, KEEPING AWAY FROM EVERY UNCLEAN THING, AND NEVER LYING WITH A MAN. THIS WILL BE UNPARALLELED--A VIRGIN WILL GIVE BIRTH TO A SON IN A PURE AND UNDEFILED MANNER; WITHOUT SLEEPING WITH A MAN, A YOUNG WOMAN WILL BRING FORTH THE LORD, WHO WILL RESCUE THE WORLD THROUGH HIS DIVINE NATURE, POWER, AND LABORS.” AND AFTER HE HAD SPOKEN THIS, THE ANGEL VANISHED FROM HER SIGHT. BUT BECAUSE SHE HAD SEEN ALL THIS AND HEARD SUCH WORDS, SHE WITHDREW TO HER BEDROOM IN FEAR AND DREAD, THREW HERSELF OVER HER BED AS DEAD, AND STAYED THERE ALL DAY AND NIGHT IN PRAYER AND TREMBLING. WHEN ALL OF THIS HAD TAKEN PLACE, SHE CALLED HER SERVANT TO HERSELF AND SAID, “DO YOU NOT SEE HOW MY WIDOWHOOD HAS DELUDED ME AND CAUSED ME NO END OF CONFUSION? EVEN SO, YOU HAVE BEEN UNWILLING TO COME IN AND VISIT ME!” NOW THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD WAS APPROACHING, SO HER SERVANT JUDITH ASKED ANNA, “HOW LONG ARE YOU GOING TO WALLOW IN YOUR SELF-PITY, BECAUSE THE LORD’S GREAT DAY IS NEARLY UPON US AND YOU WILL BE UNABLE TO DO ANY MOURNING THEN. BEHOLD, HERE IS A HEAD-COVERING. A SEAMSTRESS HAD GIVEN IT TO ME, BUT BECAUSE I AM JUST A SERVANT, I CANNOT WEAR IT. WHY NOT TAKE IT TO 7 YOURSELF INSTEAD, SINCE IT SO GREATLY BEFITS YOUR REGAL APPEARANCE!” “GO AWAY!” ANNA REPLIED, “I WILL NOT ACCEPT THIS THING FROM YOU. THE LORD HAS HUMILIATED ME AND WHO KNOWS BUT THAT SOME EVILDOER HAS NOT GIVEN IT TO YOU. YOUR PASSING IT ON TO ME MIGHT ONLY GET ME CAUGHT UP IN YOUR SIN!” SOMEWHAT SULLENLY, JUDITH REPLIED, “AND HOW AM I SUPPOSED TO BRING A CURSE DOWN ON YOU SEEING THAT YOU NEVER EVEN LISTEN TO ME? THE LORD GOD HAS SEALED YOUR WOMB THAT YOU MIGHT NOT BRING FORTH ANY CHILDREN IN ISRAEL. IF GOD HIMSELF HAS CLOSED YOUR WOMB AND TAKEN YOUR HUSBAND AWAY FROM YOU, WHAT COULD I POSSIBLY DO TO YOU?” AND WHEN ANNA HEARD THAT, SHE RAISED HER VOICE AND WEPT ALOUD. AN ANGEL APPEARS TO JOACHIM (BMARY 2:1-14; PSMT 3) THE MOUNTAINOUS COUNTRYSIDE JOACHIM, MEANWHILE, WAS ALONE ON THE MOUNTAINS FEEDING HIS FLOCKS. ONE DAY A YOUNG BOY APPEARED TO HIM AND ASKED, “WHY NOT GO BACK HOME TO YOUR WIFE?” “I HAVE BEEN WITH HER FOR TWENTY YEARS NOW,” EXPLAINED JOACHIM, “AND IT HAS NOT BEEN GOD’S WILL TO GIVE ME ANY CHILDREN THROUGH HER. WITH SHAME AND REPROACH HAVE I BEEN CAST AWAY FROM THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. WHY SHOULD I RETURN TO HER SEEING THAT I HAVE ALREADY BEEN COMPLETELY SCORNED AND DRIVEN OUT? SO AS LONG AS GOD GIVES ME LIGHT IN THIS LIFE, I WILL SIMPLY STAY HERE WITH MY SHEEP. WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM MY SERVANTS, I WILL GIVE THE POOR, THE ORPHANS, AND THE GOD-FEARING THEIR PORTIONS.” AND AFTER HE HAD SPOKEN THIS, THE YOUNG MAN, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD, STOOD THERE BATHED IN A DAZZLING LIGHT! NOW BECAUSE JOACHIM HAD BEEN RATTLED BY THE VISITATION, THE ANGEL WHO HAD SHOWN HIMSELF TO JOACHIM TRIED TO CONSOLE HIM, SAYING, “DO NOT BE SHAKEN BY MY MANIFESTATION TO YOU, FOR I AM THE ANGEL OF THE LORD, SENT TO YOU BY HIM IN ORDER TO LET YOU KNOW THAT HE HAS HEARD YOUR PRAYERS AND SEEN YOUR ALMS. HE HAS ALSO SEEN YOUR HUMILIATION AND HEARD THE UNJUST ACCUSATIONS LEVELED AGAINST YOU WITH REGARD TO YOUR CHILDLESSNESS. BUT IT IS ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR OWN SINS THAT GOD PUNISHES PEOPLE, AND NOT THEIR PHYSICAL CONDITION. WHENEVER HE CLOSES A WOMAN’S WOMB, HE HAS ITS MIRACULOUS OPENING IN MIND; SO THAT WHAT IT BRINGS FORTH MIGHT BE SEEN AS THE GIFT OF GOD, AND NOT AS 8 THE RESULT OF MERE PASSION. FOR WAS NOT SARAH, THE MOTHER OF YOUR PEOPLE, CHILDLESS UNTIL HER EIGHTIETH YEAR? AND DID SHE NOT BRING TO PASS THE BLESSING PROMISED TO EVERY NATION, BRINGING FORTH ISAAC AT SUCH AN OLD AGE? “AND RACHEL, WHO WAS SO FAVORED BY GOD AND BELOVED OF JACOB, WENT ON FOR A LONG TIME BEFORE SHE EVER BORE A CHILD, YET SHE LATER WENT ON TO BEAR JOSEPH, WHO NOT ONLY GOVERNED EGYPT, BUT ALSO SPARED MANY NATIONS A FAMINE’S DEATH. AND EVEN THOUGH BOTH OF THEIR MOTHERS WERE BARREN, WHO AMONG THE JUDGES WAS BRAVER THAN SAMSON, OR HOLIER THAN SAMUEL? BUT IF REASON SHOULD FAIL TO CONVINCE YOU OF THE SOUNDNESS OF MY SPEECH, THAT MANY WHO WERE BARREN HAVE CONCEIVED IN THEIR OLD AGE AND BROUGHT FORTH TO THEIR SURPRISE, THIS VERY DAY I HAVE APPEARED TO YOUR WIFE AS SHE SAT WEEPING AND PRAYING, AND COMFORTED HER. KNOW, THEREFORE, THAT YOUR WIFE ANNA WILL BRING FORTH A DAUGHTER FROM YOUR VERY OWN SEED, AND YOU HAVE ABANDONED HER WITHOUT EVEN KNOWING THIS. YOU ARE TO NAME HER MARY, AND SHE IS TO BE SET APART TO THE LORD’S SERVICE FROM THE TIME OF HER BIRTH, EVEN AS YOU HAVE PROMISED. SHE WILL BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT FROM HER MOTHER’S WOMB, AND WILL REMAIN WITHIN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, WHERE THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL LIVE IN HER. SHE WILL NEVER EAT OR DRINK ANY UNCLEAN THING, AND WILL SPEAK ONLY WITH THOSE INSIDE THE LORD’S TEMPLE, AND NEVER OUTSIDE WITH THE REST OF THE WORLD, THAT SHE MIGHT AVOID SLANDEROUS AND EVIL SUSPICIONS. SHE WILL, MOREOVER, BE VENERATED ABOVE ALL OTHER HOLY WOMEN, SUCH THAT NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO SAY THAT ANY WOMAN BEFORE HER WAS EVER LIKE HER, NOR INDEED WILL ANYONE IN THIS WORLD COME ALONG HEREAFTER WHO EVER WILL BE. AND EVEN AS SHE WILL BE BORN IN A MIRACULOUS FASHION, SO ALSO IN DUE COURSE WILL SHE BEAR IN A WAY UNPARALLELED--WHILE YET A VIRGIN SHE WILL BRING FORTH THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], WHO WILL RESCUE ALL NATIONS, AS HIS NAME, JESUS, SIGNIFIES. “GET DOWN FROM THESE MOUNTAINS, THEREFORE, AND RETURN TO YOUR WIFE, WHOM YOU WILL FIND IS PREGNANT. GOD HAS RAISED UP A SEED INSIDE HER, AND YOU WILL THANK HIM FOR IT. HER CHILD WILL BE BLESSED, AND SO WILL SHE. INDEED, SHE IS TO BE MADE THE MOTHER OF EVERLASTING BLESSING. AND AS A SIGN OF WHAT I HAVE TOLD YOU, AS SOON AS YOU ARRIVE AT THE GOLDEN GATE IN JERUSALEM, YOU WILL MEET UP WITH YOUR WIFE ANNA, WHO, 9 THOUGH DOWNCAST OVER YOUR NOT RETURNING SOONER, WILL BE JOYFUL AT THE SIGHT OF YOU.” THEN JOACHIM WORSHIPED THE ANGEL AND SAID, “IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOR IN YOUR EYES, THEN COME, SIT IN MY TENT AWHILE AND BLESS YOUR SERVANT.” BUT THE ANGEL CORRECTED HIM, SAYING, “DO NOT SAY ‘SERVANT,’ BUT ‘FELLOW SERVANT,’ FOR WE BOTH SERVE A SINGLE MASTER. BUT MY FOOD CANNOT BE SEEN AND MY DRINK IS INVISIBLE TO MEN. YOU SHOULD THEREFORE NOT INVITE ME INTO YOUR TENT. IF, HOWEVER, YOU WERE READY TO OFFER ME SOMETHING, SACRIFICE IT INSTEAD AS A BURNT OFFERING TO THE LORD.” AND TAKING A SPOTLESS LAMB JOACHIM SAID TO THE ANGEL, “I WOULD NEVER HAVE TAKEN IT UPON MYSELF TO PRESENT A BURNT OFFERING TO THE LORD HAD YOU NOT FIRST COMMANDED ME AND GIVEN ME THE PRIESTLY AUTHORITY TO DO SO.” “I WOULD NEVER HAVE SAID THAT YOU COULD,” THE ANGEL REPLIED, “UNLESS I HAD FIRST KNOWN THE WILL OF THE LORD.” AND AS JOACHIM WAS OFFERING UP HIS SACRIFICE TO GOD, THE ANGEL ASCENDED WITH THE FRAGRANCE OF THE SMOKE RIGHT UP INTO THE SKY. THEN JOACHIM FELL TO HIS FACE AND PRAYED FROM THE SIXTH HOUR UNTIL DUSK. AND THE YOUNG MEN AND HIRED HANDS WHO WERE WITH HIM THERE, UNAWARE OF WHY HE WAS LYING THERE FACE DOWN, SUPPOSED THAT HE HAD PASSED AWAY. THEY HURRIED OVER TO HIM AND, WITH GREAT DIFFICULTY, THEY LIFTED HIM UP OFF OF THE GROUND. AND WHEN JOACHIM RELATED THE VISION OF THE ANGEL TO THEM, THEY WERE STRICKEN WITH ALARM AND AMAZEMENT, AND ADVISED HIM TO DO ACCORDING TO THE ANGELIC VISION AND HURRY BACK HOME TO HIS WIFE JUST AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. AND EVEN AS JOACHIM WAS CONSIDERING WHETHER OR NOT HE OUGHT TO GO BACK, A DEEP SLEEP OVERWHELMED HIM. AND BEHOLD, THE ANGEL WHO HAD SHOWN HIMSELF TO HIM BEFORE WHEN HE WAS AWAKE NOW APPEARED TO HIM IN HIS SLEEP AND SAID, “GOD HAS APPOINTED ME TO BE YOUR GUARDIAN ANGEL. GO DOWN THEREFORE, AND RETURN TO ANNA IN COMPLETE ASSURANCE, BECAUSE THE MERCIFUL DEEDS THAT YOU AND YOUR WIFE HAVE PERFORMED HAVE BEEN SPOKEN IN THE PRESENCE OF THE HIGHEST. GOD IS GIVING YOU FRUIT SUCH AS HAS NEVER BEEN GIVEN TO EITHER PROPHET OR SAINT; NOR WILL EVER BE GIVEN HEREAFTER.” NOW WHEN JOACHIM STIRRED FROM HIS SLUMBER, HE WENT DOWN, SUMMONED HIS HERDSMEN AND RELATED HIS DREAM TO THEM. “BRING ME 10 TEN SPOTLESS EWE-LAMBS,” HE INSTRUCTED THEM, “THAT I MIGHT GIVE THEM TO THE LORD MY GOD. BRING ME ALSO TWELVE UNBLEMISHED CALVES, WHICH WILL BE FOR THE ELDERS AND THE PRIESTS, AS WELL AS A HUNDRED YOUNG HEGOATS, WHICH WILL BE FOR THE ENTIRE NATION.” THEN THEY WORSHIPED THE LORD. “SEE TO IT THAT YOU NEVER AGAIN DISREGARD AN ANGEL’S WORDS!” THEY CAUTIONED JOACHIM. “LET US RISE UP AND MOVE ON! WE WILL RETURN AT A LEISURELY PACE, FEEDING OUR FLOCKS ALONG THE WAY.” AN ANGEL AGAIN APPEARS TO ANNA (BMARY 3:6-10; PEV 4:3-5:5; PSMT 3) JERUSALEM NOW AFTER THEY HAD TRAVELED FOR THIRTY DAYS AND DRAWN NEAR TO THE PLACE, BEHOLD, TWO ANGELS OF THE LORD CAME AND APPEARED TO ANNA, WHO WAS STANDING IN THE MIDST OF PRAYER, AND (ONE OF THEM) PROCLAIMED TO HER, “LOOK, YOUR HUSBAND JOACHIM IS COMING WITH HIS DRIVER AND HIS DROVES OF SHEEP, CATTLE, AND GOATS. AN ANGEL, YOU SEE, HAS COME DOWN TO HIM FROM THE LORD SAYING, ‘JOACHIM! JOACHIM! THE LORD HIMSELF HAS HEARD YOUR PRAYER. YOU MUST LEAVE THIS PLACE AT ONCE, FOR YOUR WIFE ANNA IS TO BEAR YOU A CHILD.’ GET UP THEREFORE, AND AS PROOF OF WHAT I HAVE TOLD YOU, SET OUT FOR JERUSALEM, AND WHEN YOU REACH THAT ENTRANCE WHICH, BECAUSE IT IS OVERLAID WITH GOLD, IS REFERRED TO AS ‘THE GOLDEN GATE,’ YOU WILL MEET UP WITH YOUR HUSBAND, WHOSE SAFETY HAS SO CONCERNED YOU, FOR HE IS COMING BACK TO YOU. WHEN YOU SEE THESE THINGS HAPPEN AS I HAVE DESCRIBED THEM, BELIEVE THAT EVERYTHING ELSE I HAVE SPOKEN TO YOU WILL CERTAINLY COME TO PASS.” SO WITH ALL SPEED, SHE AND HER MAIDENS WENT OUT TO GREET HIM. THEY EACH THEREFORE LEFT THEIR PLACES AS THEY HAD BEEN TOLD BY THE ANGELS, AND THEY EACH ARRIVED AT THE SPECIFIED PLACE, WHERE THEY MET UP. ANNA, NEARLY EXHAUSTED FROM STANDING AND WAITING AT THE GATE SO LONG AND PRAYING FOR HIM TO SHOW, LIFTED UP HER EYES; AND BEHOLD, SHE SAW JOACHIM APPROACHING IN THE DISTANCE WITH HIS DROVES! NOW WHEN ANNA SAW JOACHIM COMING, SHE RAN UP TO HIM, THREW HER ARMS AROUND HIS NECK, OFFERED UP HER THANKS TO GOD AND SAID, “NOW I AM CERTAIN THAT THE LORD GOD HAS REGARDED ME HIGHLY; FOR I WAS A WIDOW, BUT NOW I AM A WIDOW NO MORE; BARREN, BUT NOW I HAVE CONCEIVED A CHILD.” THEN THEY, EXULTING IN THEIR RESPECTIVE VISIONS AND FULLY CONVINCED THAT THEY WOULD BRING FORTH A CHILD, PAID 11 THEIR DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO THE LORD, WHO HONORS THOSE WHO EXERCISE HUMILITY. THEN, AFTER THEY HAD PRAISED THE LORD, THEY BOTH WENT HOME, AND JOACHIM SPENT HIS FIRST DAY HOME AT REST. THE FOLLOWING DAY HE WENT TO OFFER UP HIS BEASTS, SAYING IN HIS HEART, “THE FRONTLET OF THE PRIEST WILL CLEARLY REVEAL WHETHER THE LORD IS FAVORABLE TOWARD ME.” AND AS JOACHIM WAS OFFERING THEM UP, HE ASCENDED TO THE LORD’S ALTAR, LOOKED INTO THE PLATE ON THE FOREHEAD OF THE PRIEST, AND SAW NO SIN WITHIN HIMSELF. “NOW I AM CERTAIN,” SAID JOACHIM, “THAT THE LORD GOD HAS FAVORED ME AND FORGIVEN ME OF ALL MY SINS.” AND FULLY VINDICATED, HE LEFT THE LORD’S TEMPLE AND WENT DOWN TO HIS HOUSE, WHERE THEY LIVED IN JOY AND COMPLETE ASSURANCE THAT GOD WOULD DO WHAT HE HAD PROMISED. AND WHEN WORD OF THIS HAD GOTTEN AROUND, THERE WAS MUCH JOY AMONG ALL OF THEIR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS, INASMUCH AS THE ENTIRE NATION OF ISRAEL OFFERED THEM CONGRATULATIONS. THE BIRTH AND INFANCY OF MARY DETAILS ABOUT JESUS’ FAMILY LIFE (PEV 5:6-8:1; BMARY 3:11-4:11; PSMT 4,5,42; QUR 3:35-36) JERUSALEM SO ANNA CONCEIVED AND THEN PROCLAIMED, “LORD, PLEASE ACCEPT WHAT’S IN MY WOMB, FOR I AM CONSECRATING IT TO YOUR SERVICE, FOR YOU SURELY KNOW AND HEAR ALL THINGS.” AND DURING HER NINTH MONTH, AFTER COMING TO FULL TERM, ANNA GAVE BIRTH. “WHAT HAVE I BORNE?” SHE ASKED THE MIDWIFE. “A LITTLE GIRL,” THE MIDWIFE ANSWERED. AND ANNA CRIED OUT, “TODAY MY SOUL IS MAGNIFIED! LORD, I HAVE BROUGHT FORTH A DAUGHTER AND NAMED HER ‘MARY.’ PROTECT HER AND ALL OF HER CHILDREN FROM THAT ACCURSED ONE, SATAN!” THEN SHE LAY DOWN. AND WHEN THE TIME OF HER PURIFICATION HAD PASSED, ANNA BEGAN TO NURSE THE CHILD. THEN, ON THE EIGHTH DAY, THEY NAMED HER MARY, AS THE ANGEL HAD INSTRUCTED THEM, FOR HER NAME WILL NEVER FADE. AND THE GIRL GREW MORE ROBUST WITH EACH DAY THAT PASSED. NOW WHEN SHE WAS SIX MONTHS OLD, HER MOTHER SET HER ON THE GROUND TO SEE IF SHE COULD BUT STAND ON HER FEET. AND AFTER TAKING SEVEN STEPS, SHE RETURNED TO HER MOTHER’S LAP. THEN ANNA LIFTED HER UP AND EXCLAIMED, “AS MY LORD IS THE LIVING GOD, YOU WILL NO MORE WALK UPON THIS 12, GROUND UNTIL SUCH TIME AS I TAKE YOU INTO THE LORD’S TEMPLE.” SHE THEN CONVERTED MARY’S NURSERY INTO A SANCTUARY AND ALLOWED NOTHING DEFILED OR POLLUTED TO PASS THROUGH. THEN ANNA SOUGHT ASSISTANCE FROM THE JEWISH VIRGINS, AND THEY TOOK MARY TO THEMSELVES, SERVING HER, CARING FOR HER, AND KEEPING HER AMUSED. AND ON MARY’S FIRST BIRTHDAY, JOACHIM READIED A GREAT BANQUET AND INVITED ALL OF THE PRIESTS, TEACHERS OF THE LAW, AND THE ELDERS--EVEN THE ENTIRE NATION OF ISRAEL. AND HE PRESENTED THE GIRL TO THE PRIESTS, WHO BLESSED HER, SAYING, “GOD OF OUR FATHERS, BLESS THIS CHILD AND GIVE HER AN ILLUSTRIOUS REPUTATION THAT SHINES ETERNALLY THROUGHOUT THE GENERATIONS.” AND ALL WHO WERE THERE REPLIED, “AMEN! AMEN! AMEN!” FROM THERE THEY TOOK HER OVER TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS, WHO BLESSED HER, SAYING, “GOD OF THE HIGHEST HEAVEN, LOOK UPON THIS LITTLE GIRL AND GRACE HER WITH A PERFECT AND UNSURPASSABLE BLESSING.” THEN HER MOTHER TOOK HER INTO HER NURSERY AND SUCKLED HER THERE, SINGING THIS SONG TO THE LORD: “I WILL PRAISE THE LORD WITH A SONG, FOR HE HAS COME AND CLEARED ME OF THE DISHONOR HEAPED UPON ME BY MY ENEMIES. AND THE LORD HAS GIVEN ME VIRTUE IN ITS FULL FRUITAGE, UNPARALLELED--YET EVERYWHERE BEFORE HIM! WHO WILL PROCLAIM TO THE SONS OF REUBEN THAT ANNA IS NURSING? LISTEN CLOSELY, YOU TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL, ANNA IS NURSING!” SHE THEN PLACED MARY TO SLEEP ON HER BED IN HER RECENTLY ENSHRINED NURSERY AND THEN RETURNED TO SERVE AT THE FEAST. AFTER THE BANQUET, THEY LEFT REJOICING AND PRAISING THE GOD OF ISRAEL. THE CHILD GREW APACE AS THE MONTHS WENT BY, AND WHEN SHE WAS TWO YEARS OLD, JOACHIM SAID, “LET’S TAKE HER UP TO THE LORD’S TEMPLE, FOR WE MADE A PROMISE WHICH WE MUST FULFILL. OTHERWISE THE LORD MIGHT CURSE US AND REFUSE OUR OFFERING.” BUT ANNA SAID, “WE SHOULD WAIT UNTIL THE THREE YEARS HAVE PASSED, SO THE GIRL WILL NO LONGER YEARN FOR HER FATHER AND MOTHER.” “VERY WELL,” SAID JOACHIM, “WE CAN WAIT.” AND WHEN THE CHILD HAD TURNED THREE, THE TIME ALLOTTED FOR HER WEANING HAD RUN OUT, SO JOACHIM SAID, “SUMMON THE JEWISH VIRGINS AND LIGHT A TORCH FOR EACH OF THEM, SO THAT THE GIRL MIGHT NOT RETURN HEART AND 13, MIND DISTRACTED FROM THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD.” JOACHIM AND HIS WIFE ANNA GAVE ALL DILIGENCE TO THIS RIGHT UP TO THE TIME THAT THEY REACHED THE LORD’S TEMPLE WITH THE SACRIFICES THEY HAD BROUGHT TO OFFER GOD. THERE THEY ENTERED THE YOUNG MARY INTO THE SOCIETY OF VIRGINS, WHERE THE OTHER VIRGINS STAYED, PRAISING GOD BOTH NIGHT AND DAY. NOW AROUND THE TEMPLE AND BEFORE ITS DOORS WERE FIFTEEN STEPS TO CLIMB, WHICH CORRESPOND TO THE FIFTEEN PSALMS OF ASCENT, AND THE TEMPLE WAS BUILT INTO THE MOUNTAIN IN SUCH A WAY THAT THE ALTAR FOR BURNT OFFERINGS, BEING OUTSIDE, COULD NOT BE APPROACHED EXCEPT BY THESE. AND THE HOLY AND VIRGIN MARY’S PARENTS PLACED HER ON THE FIRST STEP BEFORE THE TEMPLE DOORS AND, ACCORDING TO THE PRACTICE, WENT TO CHANGE OUT OF THEIR TRAVELING CLOTHES AND INTO SOME THAT WERE NICE AND CLEAN. MEANWHILE, THE LORD’S VIRGIN, NOT NEEDING ANYONE TO HELP OR LEAD HER, ASCENDED ALL OF THE STEPS ONE BY ONE SO QUICKLY THAT SHE DID NOT EVEN LOOK BEHIND, NOR DID SHE SEEK OUT HER PARENTS AS OTHER CHILDREN TYPICALLY DO. ANYONE WOULD HAVE THOUGHT HER TO BE OF A PROPER AGE. THE PRIEST THEN HUGGED AND BLESSED MARY. “THE LORD HAS MAGNIFIED YOUR NAME [LADY MARY CHRIST] THROUGHOUT THE GENERATIONS,” HE SAID, “FOR AT THE CLOSE OF THIS AGE THE LORD WILL UNVEIL HIS PLAN TO DELIVER ALL OF THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL THROUGH YOU.” THEN THE PRIEST PLACED HER ON THE THIRD STEP OF THE ALTAR, AND THE LORD FILLED HER WITH SUCH JOY THAT HER FEET STARTED DANCING, AND ALL OF THE FAMILIES OF ISRAEL ADORED HER. HER PARENTS, WHO HAD EACH BEEN RUNNING AROUND LOOKING ANXIOUSLY FOR THE CHILD UNTIL THEY FOUND HER IN THE TEMPLE, WERE EQUALLY AMAZED. THE PRIESTS WERE ALSO TAKEN ABACK. THIS WAS HOW THE LORD CHOSE TO BRING TO PASS THIS WONDERFUL WORK--TO SHOW FORTH THE GREATNESS THAT THE VIRGIN WOULD ONE DAY COME TO EMBODY BY MEANS OF THIS MARVEL DONE IN HER CHILDHOOD. THEN ANNA, FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, SAID BEFORE THEM ALL: “THE ALL-POWERFUL LORD, THE GOD OF HOSTS, HAS COME TO VISIT HIS PEOPLE IN HOLINESS AND BENEVOLENCE, BEING EVER MINDFUL OF HIS WORD; TO CUT TO SIZE THE HEARTS OF THE GENTILES WHO HAD BEEN RISING UP AGAINST US, AND CONVERT THEM TO HIMSELF. 14 HE HAS UNSTOPPED HIS EARS TO HEARKEN TO OUR PRAYERS, AND HAS SILENCED THE GLOATING OF OUR ENEMIES. THE BARREN ONE HAS BECOME A MOTHER, BRINGING FORTH JOY AND CELEBRATION TO ISRAEL, FOR BEHOLD THE GIFTS THAT I HAVE BROUGHT TO OFFER TO MY LORD! AND POWERLESS WERE MY ADVERSARIES TO STOP ME, FOR YOU SEE, GOD HAS OPENED THEIR HEARTS TO ME, AND GIVEN ME ETERNAL GLADNESS.” AND AFTER HER PARENTS HAD OFFERED UP THEIR SACRIFICES AND COMPLETED THEIR PLEDGE, EVEN AS THE LAW DIRECTS, THEY LEFT THE VIRGIN IN THE TEMPLE HOUSING WITH THE OTHER VIRGINS WHO WERE TO BE BROUGHT UP THERE, AND THEY RETURNED TO THEIR OWN HOME, EXULTING IN THE LORD, AMAZED THAT THE GIRL DID NOT TURN BACK. (NOW IT WAS DURING THAT SAME YEAR THAT ANNA WAS WIDOWED. ANNA AND EMERINA WERE SISTERS, YOU SEE, AND EMERINA WAS THE MOTHER OF ELIZABETH, WHO BROUGHT FORTH JOHN THE BAPTIST. AND BECAUSE ANNA, THE MOTHER OF THE BLESSED MARY, WAS SO BEAUTIFUL, SHE MARRIED CLEOPHAS BY ORDER OF THE LORD AFTER JOACHIM HAD PASSED AWAY. NOW WITHIN A YEAR SHE BORE A SECOND DAUGHTER THROUGH CLEOPHAS, WHOM SHE LIKEWISE NAMED ‘MARY.’ ANNA THEN GAVE THIS MARY OVER TO ALPHAEUS TO WED, AND SHE LATER BORE HIM JAMES, SON OF ALPHAEUS, AND ALSO PHILIP, HIS BROTHER. HER SECOND HUSBAND, CLEOPHAS ALSO DIED BEFORE THE CHILD COULD BE BORN, SO AN ANGEL COMMANDED HER TO TAKE A THIRD HUSBAND BY WHOM SHE BORE HER THIRD DAUGHTER, SALOME, WHOM SHE WOULD ALSO REFER TO AS ‘MARY.’ ANNA THEN GAVE HER IN MARRIAGE TO ZEBEDEE, THROUGH WHOM SHE BORE THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE, JAMES AND JOHN THE EVANGELIST.) MARY IN THE TEMPLE (LUKE 1:5-7; BMARY 5:1,2; PEV 8:2; PSMT 6; QUR 3:37; QBAR 2:15-21; LJB PT.1) JERUSALEM {WITH THE AID OF GOD AND HIS DIVINE GUIDANCE, WE BEGIN TO WRITE ABOUT THE LIFE OF THAT HOLY MAN, JOHN THE BAPTIST, THE SON OF ZECHARIAH. MAY HE INTERCEDE ON OUR BEHALF. AMEN.} IN THE DAYS OF HEROD, THE KING OF JUDEA, THERE WAS THIS LEVITE PRIEST OF ABIJAH’S COURSE WHOSE NAME WAS ZECHARIAH, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH. 15 HE WAS A PROPHET WHO AROSE AT THAT TIME FROM AMONG THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. AND HE HAD A GOD-LOVING WIFE, WHOSE NAME WAS ELIZABETH, AND SHE WAS OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE LINE OF AARON, OF THE TRIBE OF LEVI. BOTH WERE RIGHTEOUS IN GOD’S SIGHT, AND BLAMELESSLY LIVED ACCORDING TO ALL OF THE LORD’S COMMANDMENTS AND ORDINANCES. AND BECAUSE THEY HAD BOTH GROWN OLD AND ELIZABETH WAS BARREN, THEY REMAINED WITHOUT CHILDREN. MARY’S LORD GRACIOUSLY ACCEPTED HER AND PLACED HER UNDER THE CARE OF ZECHARIAH, AND EVERYONE IN ISRAEL HELD HER IN THE HIGHEST OF REGARD. BY THE TIME THAT SHE WAS THREE, SHE WALKED SO GRACEFULLY, SPOKE SO FITTINGLY, AND PRAISED GOD SO PASSIONATELY, THAT EVERYONE WAS IMPRESSED BY HER. SO AMAZED WERE THEY, IN FACT, THAT SHE WAS NOT THOUGHT OF AS A CHILD AT ALL, BUT EVEN AS A THIRTY-YEAR-OLD ADULT. AND AS THE LORD’S VIRGIN MATURED, HE MODELED HER INTO AN EXEMPLARY CHILD. SHE GREW MORE HOLY EVERY DAY, AND WAS THE FULFILLMENT OF THE SCRIPTURE WRITTEN IN THE PSALMS THAT READS, “HER PARENTS DELIVERED HER OVER, BUT THE LORD NURTURED HER,” AND SHE REMAINED CONTINUOUSLY IN PRAYER. SO TRULY BEAUTIFUL AND SPLENDID WAS HER APPEARANCE, THAT ONE COULD HARDLY LOOK HER IN THE FACE. SHE ALWAYS KEPT HERSELF BUSY WITH HER WOOLWORKING. SO MUCH SO, AS A MATTER OF FACT, THAT FROM HER YOUTH SHE COULD DO EVERYTHING THAT EVEN THE ELDERLY WOMEN COULD NOT. AND THIS WAS HER DAILY SCHEDULE: FROM DAWN UNTIL THE THIRD HOUR, SHE WOULD PRAY; FROM THE THIRD HOUR UNTIL THE NINTH, SHE WOULD WEAVE; AND FROM THE NINTH HOUR ON, SHE WOULD RETURN TO HER PRAYERS. SHE WOULD NOT STOP UNTIL AN ANGEL OF THE LORD WOULD VISIT HER, AT WHICH POINT SHE WOULD EAT FOOD RIGHT OUT OF HIS HAND. EVERY DAY SHE SPOKE WITH THEM, AND EVERY DAY SHE RECEIVED VISITORS FROM GOD, WHICH KEPT HER FROM EVERY FORM OF EVIL AND CAUSED HER TO OVERFLOW WITH THE RICHEST OF BLESSINGS. IT WAS IN THIS WAY THAT SHE BECAME EVER MORE PERFECT IN THE WORK OF GOD. AND SHE NEVER RESTED A BIT FROM PRAISING GOD, EVEN WHEN THE OLDER VIRGINS WOULD LEAVE OFF, SO THAT WHEN IT CAME TO EXALTATIONS AND VIGILS TO GOD, NO ONE WAS FOUND TO SURPASS HER, NOR INDEED WERE ANY MORE KNOWLEDGEABLE IN THE WISDOM OF GOD’S LAW. NO ONE WAS MORE MEEK OR MODEST, NONE COULD SING MORE BEAUTIFULLY, NOR WAS ANY MORE COMPLETE 16 IN VIRTUE. TRULY SHE WAS STEADY, UNMOVING, AND CONSTANT; AND EACH DAY SHE GREW CLOSER TO PERFECTION. NO ONE EVER SAW HER GET ANGRY, OR HEARD HER SPEAK WICKEDLY. HER SPEECH WAS MARKED BY SUCH ELOQUENCE, THAT IT WAS QUITE CLEAR THAT GOD WAS IN HER TONGUE. SHE PRAYED WITHOUT CEASING, AND DILIGENTLY SEARCHED THE LAW, EVER MINDFUL LEST WITH SO MUCH AS A SINGLE WORD SHE SHOULD SIN AGAINST ANY OF HER COMPANIONS. SHE WAS CONCERNED THAT THROUGH HER LAUGHTER, OR THE SOUND OF HER MELODIOUS VOICE, SHE SHOULD CAUSE OFFENSE; OR THAT HER ELATION SHOULD, PERCHANCE, BETRAY ANY MISCONDUCT OR ARROGANCE ON HER PART TO ONE OF HER COMPANIONS. SHE GLORIFIED GOD CEASELESSLY, AND IF ANYONE EVER GREETED HER, SHE WOULD SIMPLY RESPOND, “GIVE THANKS TO GOD,” THAT SHE MIGHT NEVER HAVE TO LEAVE OFF, AND THIS IS WHERE THE CUSTOM AMONG MEN OF SAYING, “GIVE THANKS TO GOD,” WHEN GREETING ONE ANOTHER CAME FROM. SHE NOURISHED HERSELF EXCLUSIVELY ON THE FOOD THAT THE ANGEL WOULD HAND-FEED HER DAILY, AND WOULD DISTRIBUTE EVERY MORSEL THAT THE PRIESTS WOULD GIVE HER TO THE POOR. THE ANGELS OF GOD WERE FREQUENTLY SEEN TALKING WITH HER, AND WOULD OBEY HER WITHOUT QUESTION. IF ANYONE WHO WAS SICK EVER TOUCHED HER, HE WOULD RETURN HOME HEALED THAT VERY HOUR. “ONE DAY,” MARY RELATED, “WHILE I WAS LIVING IN GOD’S TEMPLE AND RECEIVING MY FOOD FROM AN ANGEL’S HAND, SOMEONE WHO HAD THE APPEARANCE OF AN ANGEL REVEALED HIMSELF TO ME, BUT I COULD NOT MAKE OUT HIS FACE, AND HE DID NOT HAVE A CUP OR ANY BREAD IN HIS HAND LIKE THE ANGEL DID THAT CAME BEFORE. RIGHT AWAY THE TEMPLE’S VEIL WAS RIPPED IN TWO AND THE EARTH SHOOK WITH TREMENDOUS FORCE, AND BECAUSE I COULD NOT LOOK AT HIM, I FELL TO THE GROUND. BUT HE REACHED BENEATH ME AND LIFTED ME UP. AND I LOOKED INTO THE HEAVENS AND BEHOLD, A DEWY CLOUD CAME DOWN AND DRENCHED ME FROM MY HEAD TO MY FEET; AND WITH HIS ROBE, HE DRIED ME OFF. AND THE ‘ANGEL’ GREETED ME, SAYING TO ME, ‘HELLO THERE, YOU FAVORED ONE AND CHOSEN VESSEL, EVERLASTING MERCY TO YOU.’ THEN HE STRUCK THE RIGHT-HAND SIDE OF HIS ROBE AND OUT CAME A GIANT LOAF, AND HE PLACED IT ON THE ALTAR OF THE TEMPLE, ATE THEREFROM AND GAVE SOME TO ME. ONCE AGAIN, HE STRUCK HIS ROBE ON THE LEFT-HAND SIDE, AND OUT CAME A GIANT CUP THAT WAS BRIMMING WITH WINE. HE PLACED IT ON THE TEMPLE’S ALTAR, DRANK THEREFROM AND GAVE SOME TO 17 ME. THEN I LOOKED AT THEM AGAIN AND I SAW THAT THE BREAD AND WINE HAD BEEN RESTORED TO THE WAY THEY WERE BEFORE. AND HE SAID TO ME, ‘THREE YEARS FROM NOW I WILL SEND YOU MY WORD, AND YOU WILL BEAR ME MY SON. HE WILL RENEW EVERYTHING IN ALL OF CREATION. MY BELOVED, GO IN PEACE, AND MY PEACE WILL BE WITH YOU.’ AND AFTER TELLING ME ALL OF THESE THINGS, HE DISAPPEARED BEFORE MY EYES, AND THE TEMPLE WAS RESTORED TO THE WAY IT WAS BEFORE.” ABIATHAR ASKS MARY TO WED HIS SON (PSMT 7; PEV 8:3) THE TEMPLE, JERUSALEM NOW WHEN MARY TURNED TWELVE, THE PRIESTS ALL GOT TOGETHER AND SAID, “BEHOLD, MARY IS NOW TWELVE YEARS OLD. WHAT ARE WE TO DO WITH HER, FOR WE DO NOT WISH TO SEE THE POLLUTION OF THE HOLY PLACE, OF THE LORD OUR GOD?” ABIATHAR THE PRIEST OFFERED NUMEROUS GIFTS TO THE OTHER HIGH PRIESTS IN EXCHANGE FOR MARY’S HAND IN MARRIAGE TO HIS SON. BUT MARY UTTERLY REFUSED, SAYING, “IT CAN NEVER BE THAT I SHOULD EVER KNOW A MAN, OR THAT A MAN SHOULD EVER KNOW ME.” ALL OF THE PRIESTS, AND HER FAMILY AS WELL, KEPT SAYING TO HER, “GOD IS SHOWN LOVE THROUGH CHILDREN, AND IS WORSHIPED IN PROGENY, EVEN AS IT HAS EVER BEEN AMONG THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL.” “GOD IS WORSHIPED THROUGH CHASTITY,” ANSWERED MARY. “THIS WAS FIRST DEMONSTRATED THROUGH ABEL, BEFORE WHOM THERE WAS NONE AMONG MANKIND WHO WAS RIGHTEOUS. GOD WAS PLEASED WITH HIS OFFERINGS, BUT ABEL WAS MERCILESSLY SLAIN BY THE ONE WHO DID NOT PLEASE HIM. HE RECEIVED TWO CROWNS AS HIS REWARD; ONE FOR HIS OFFERING, AND ONE FOR HIS VIRGINITY, SINCE HIS BODY REMAINED UNSULLIED. AND SINCE ELIJAH ALSO KEPT HIS BODY UNDEFILED THE WHOLE TIME THAT HE WAS IN THE FLESH, HE WAS TAKEN UP THEREIN. AND NOW, SINCE I HAVE BEEN IN GOD’S TEMPLE FROM THE TIME OF MY YOUTH, I HAVE COME TO LEARN THAT VIRGINITY CAN BE PLEASING TO GOD. SO BECAUSE I AM ABLE TO OFFER TO GOD THE THING THAT HE HOLDS DEAR, IN MY HEART OF HEARTS I HAVE FIRMLY DECIDED THAT I OUGHT NEVER TO KNOW ANY MAN.” 18 MARY GOES TO LIVE AS JOSEPH’S WARD (HJC 2-4; BMARY 6:1) BETHLEHEM NOW THERE WAS THIS ELDERLY MAN NAMED JOSEPH WHO WAS FROM THE FAMILY AND CITY OF KING DAVID, THE JUDEAN TOWN OF BETHLEHEM. THIS MAN WAS TRAINED IN ALL KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM, AND HAD BEEN MADE A PRIEST IN THE LORD’S TEMPLE. HE WAS SKILLED IN HIS CARPENTER’S TRADE, AND HE TOOK A WIFE AS OTHER MEN DO--FATHERING FOUR SONS, WHOSE NAMES WERE JUDAS, JUSTUS, JAMES, AND SIMON; AND ALSO, TWO DAUGHTERS, WHOSE NAMES WERE ASSIA AND LYDIA. IN DUE COURSE, THE WIFE OF THE RIGHTEOUS JOSEPH, A WOMAN WHO WAS BENT ON HOLINESS IN ALL THAT SHE DID, PASSED AWAY. BUT THAT VENERABLE MAN JOSEPH, MY FATHER ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, AND HUSBAND TO MY MOTHER MARY, WENT OFF TO HIS BUSINESS AND PRACTICED CARPENTRY WITH HIS SONS. NOW MY BLESSED, HOLY, AND UNBLEMISHED MOTHER MARY WAS ALREADY TWELVE YEARS OLD BY THE TIME THE HONORABLE JOSEPH HAD BECOME A WIDOWER. HER PARENTS HAD DEDICATED HER TO THE TEMPLE WHEN SHE WAS THREE, YOU SEE, AND FOR NINE YEARS SHE LIVED IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. THEN, WHEN THE PRIESTS RECOGNIZED THAT THE SAINTLY AND GOD-LOVING VIRGIN WAS COMING OF AGE, THEY TALKED IT OVER WITH ONE ANOTHER. “LET US TRY AND FIND A JUST AND PIOUS MAN,” THEY AGREED, “TO WHOM WE MAY ENTRUST MARY UNTIL SUCH TIME AS SHE SHOULD WED, JUST IN CASE WHAT NORMALLY HAPPENS AMONG WOMEN SHOULD TAKE PLACE WITHIN HER WHILE HOUSED IN IT, FOR SHOULD WE FAIL TO DO THIS THING, WE MIGHT BRING GOD’S WRATH DOWN ON OURSELVES.” SO, THEY PROMPTLY SENT WORD, AND ASSEMBLED TWELVE ELDERLY MEN FROM THE LINE OF JUDAH. THEY WROTE OUT THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE ISRAELITE TRIBES, AND THE LOT FELL UPON THE ELDERLY, DEVOUT, AND UPRIGHT JOSEPH. NOW WHEN AT LAST THE PRIESTS WERE RESOLVED, THEY SAID TO MY BLESSED MOTHER: “GO WITH JOSEPH, AND REMAIN WITH HIM UNTIL IT’S TIME FOR YOU TO WED.” SO, THE RIGHTEOUS JOSEPH ACCEPTED MY MOTHER AND TOOK HER AWAY TO HIS OWN HOME. AND MARY FOUND THE LESSER JAMES HEARTBROKEN AND DOWNCAST OVER THE RECENT LOSS OF HIS MOTHER, SO SHE LOOKED AFTER HIM IN HIS FATHER’S HOUSE; AND THIS IS WHY MARY IS SPOKEN OF AS THE MOTHER OF JAMES. FROM THAT TIME FORWARD JOSEPH LEFT HER AT 19 HOME AND WENT AWAY TO HIS CARPENTER’S SHOP AND PRACTICED HIS TRADE. AND AFTER LIVING IN HIS HOME FOR TWO YEARS FROM THE TIME THAT HE TOOK HER IN, MARY WAS FOURTEEN YEARS OF AGE. MARY ORDERED TO WED (BMARY 5:3-17; PEV 8:3-6; PSMT 8) THE TEMPLE, JERUSALEM AND IT HAPPENED THAT BY THE TIME MARY HAD REACHED THE AGE OF FOURTEEN, EVERY UPRIGHT PERSON WHO HAD EVER MET HER RESPECTED HER LIFESTYLE AND MANNER OF SPEAKING, AND NO MALICIOUS PERSON COULD ACCUSE HER OF ANY WRONGDOING. THEN THE PHARISEES AFFIRMED THAT BECAUSE SHE HAD TURNED FOURTEEN, AND BECAUSE IT HAD BEEN SUCH A LONGSTANDING PRACTICE, NO WOMAN WHO HAD REACHED THAT PARTICULAR AGE SHOULD REMAIN WITHIN THE TEMPLE OF GOD. SO, THE HIGH PRIEST ISSUED THIS DECREE: “ALL FOURTEEN-YEAR-OLD VIRGINS WHO HAVE REACHED PHYSICAL MATURITY, AND WHO RESIDE IN THE TEMPLE’S PUBLIC HOUSING, SHOULD RETURN TO THEIR OWN HOMES AND SEEK TO BE WED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CUSTOM OF THEIR NATION.” MARY, THE LORD’S VIRGIN, WAS THE ONLY ONE TO REFUSE, EVEN THOUGH THE OTHER VIRGINS WERE EAGER TO COMPLY, SAYING THAT SHE COULD NOT FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: THAT BOTH SHE AND HER PARENTS HAD GIVEN HER TO THE LORD’S SERVICE AND THAT, MOREOVER, SHE HAD PLEDGED HER VIRGINITY TO THE LORD, WHICH WAS A VOW THAT SHE WAS DETERMINED NEVER TO BREAK BY SLEEPING WITH A MAN. THIS PUT THE HIGH PRIEST IN A DIFFICULT POSITION BECAUSE HE REALIZED THAT HE COULD NOT ANNUL THE VOW, DISOBEYING THE SCRIPTURE THAT READS, “VOW AND PAY,” NOR DID HE WISH TO SET A PRECEDENT THAT WOULD SEEM FOREIGN TO THE PEOPLE. SO, HE ORDERED ALL OF THE PROMINENT PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM AND ITS SURROUNDING AREAS TO CONVENE DURING THE APPROACHING FEAST, AND TO OFFER UP THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO THE MOST PRUDENT OPTION FOR SUCH A DIFFICULT SITUATION. AND AFTER THEY HAD GATHERED TOGETHER, HE SAID TO THEM, “LOOK, MARY HAS TURNED FOURTEEN IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. WHAT SHOULD WE DO TO KEEP HER FROM POLLUTING THE LORD’S TEMPLE?” THEY ALL AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE BEST TO CONSULT THE LORD AND TO SEEK HIS ADVICE. THEY THEREFORE SAID TO THE HIGH PRIEST: “YOU SERVE AT THE LORD’S ALTAR. ENTER INTO THE SANCTUARY AND PRAY WITH REGARD TO HER SITUATION, AND WE WILL COMPLY WITH 20 WHATEVER THE LORD SHOULD REVEAL TO YOU.” THEN THEY JOINED TOGETHER IN PRAYER, AND THE HIGH PRIEST TOOK THE BREASTPLATE OF JUDGMENT, ENTERED INTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES AND PRAYED HER CIRCUMSTANCES OVER. THEN AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO HIM AND SAID, “ZECHARIAH, ZECHARIAH, GO AND GATHER ALL OF THE WIDOWERS FROM AMONG THE PEOPLE.” AND ALL WHO WERE THERE HEARD A VOICE COMING FROM THE ARK AND THE MERCY SEAT, WHICH SAID THAT THE VIRGIN OUGHT TO BE BETROTHED TO THE ONE DETERMINED ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECY OUT OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH, FOR ISAIAH SAYS, “A STAFF WILL PROCEED FROM THE STEM OF JESSE, AND A FLOWER WILL BUD FROM ITS ROOT, AND THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WILL REST UPON HIM; THE SPIRIT THAT ENKINDLES WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT THAT DELIVERS POWER AND INSTRUCTION, THE SPIRIT THAT CONVEYS KNOWLEDGE AND VIRTUE, AND THE SPIRIT THAT INSPIRES AN AWE OF THE LORD WILL DIRECT HIM.” AND SO, IT HAPPENED THAT THEY CAME ACROSS THE IDEA OF SENDING A HERALD OUT TO THE ISRAELITE TRIBES AND GATHERING THEM TOGETHER IN THE LORD’S TEMPLE ON THE THIRD DAY. JOSEPH CHOSEN TO TAKE MARY (BMARY 6:1-7; PEV 8:7-16; PSMT 8) THE TEMPLE, JERUSALEM SO IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS PROPHECY, HE ORDERED EVERY AVAILABLE AND ELIGIBLE MAN OF DAVID’S LINE TO BRING HIS OWN ROD UP TO THE ALTAR. THE MAN FROM WHOSE STAFF A FLOWER WOULD BUD, AND UPON WHICH THE LORD’S SPIRIT WOULD ALIGHT IN THE FORM OF A DOVE WOULD BE THE ONE TO WHOM THE VIRGIN SHOULD BE BETROTHED. AND THE CRIERS WENT THROUGHOUT THE JUDEAN COUNTRYSIDE. THEN THE LORD’S TRUMPET BLARED AND EVERYONE CAME RUNNING UP. AMONG THEM WAS JOSEPH, WHO TOSSED ASIDE HIS CARPENTER’S AX AND JOINED IN THE GATHERING. AND WHEN THEY HAD ALL ASSEMBLED IN ONE PLACE, THE HIGH PRIEST ABIATHAR GOT UP AND ASCENDED TO A HIGHER STEP, THAT ALL OF THE PEOPLE MIGHT SEE HIM AND HEAR. AND WHEN HE HAD GOTTEN THEM TO QUIET DOWN, ABIATHAR DECLARED, “SONS OF ISRAEL, LISTEN! OPEN YOUR EARS AND HEARKEN TO MY WORDS. FROM THE TIME THAT SOLOMON BUILT THIS TEMPLE, IT HAS HOUSED VIRGINS--THE DAUGHTERS OF KINGS AND OF PROPHETS, OF PRIESTS AND OF HIGH PRIESTS--AND 21 GREAT AND VENERABLE WERE THEY. BUT WHEN THE TIME WAS RIGHT, THEY FOLLOWED IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THEIR MOTHERS, AND WERE MARRIED OFF, AND SO WERE DEEMED TO BE PLEASING TO GOD. BUT MARY HAS FOUND A NEW WAY OF LIFE FOR HERSELF; PROMISING TO CONTINUE IN HER VOW OF VIRGINITY TO GOD. FOR THIS REASON, I THINK IT IS RIGHT TO DETERMINE INTO WHOSE CARE SHE SHOULD BE GIVEN BY ASKING GOD AND RECEIVING HIS RESPONSE.” THESE WORDS WERE ACCEPTED BY THE SYNAGOGUE, SO THE PRIESTS CAST THE LOT ON THE TWELVE TRIBES, AND IT FELL UPON THE TRIBE OF JUDAH. “TOMORROW,” THE PRIEST ANNOUNCED, “LET ALL WHO ARE WITHOUT A WIFE COME TOGETHER, STAFF IN HAND.” SO, JOSEPH BROUGHT HIS ROD ALONG, AS DID ALL THE YOUNGER MEN, EACH OF WHOM TOOK HIS STAFF UP TO THE HIGH PRIEST. BUT WHEN EVERYONE ELSE HANDED THEIR RODS IN, JOSEPH HELD HIS OWN ROD BACK. AFTER HE HAD TAKEN THE STAFFS, THE HIGH PRIEST ENTERED INTO THE TEMPLE AND PRAYED. AND AFTER HE HAD FINISHED HIS PRAYER, HE GATHERED THEM, RETURNED WITH THEM, AND DISTRIBUTED THEM AMONG THE MEN; BUT NO SIGN APPEARED ON ANY OF THEM. SO, WHEN NOTHING THAT THE HEAVENLY VOICE HAD SPOKEN OF SEEMED TO HAPPEN, THE HIGH PRIEST DECIDED THAT IT WOULD BE BEST TO ONCE AGAIN CONSULT THE LORD, WHOSE ANSWER WAS THAT THE VIRGIN SHOULD BE ENGAGED TO THE ONE MAN IN THE WHOLE CROWD WHO HAD NOT TURNED IN HIS STAFF. JOSEPH HANDED IN HIS ROD, AND WHEN THE HIGH PRIEST HAD RECEIVED THEM, HE SACRIFICED TO THE LORD GOD AND SOUGHT AN ANSWER FROM HIM. “PUT THEIR STAFFS INTO GOD’S HOLY OF HOLIES,” THE LORD INSTRUCTED HIM, “AND LEAVE THEM ALL THERE. TELL THEM TO RETURN TOMORROW AND RECEIVE THEIR RODS BACK. LET MARY BE DELIVERED INTO THE KEEPING OF THE MAN WHO SHOWS THIS SIGN: ‘WHEN HIS STAFF IS RETURNED INTO HIS HAND, A DOVE WILL ISSUE FROM ITS TIP, AND FLY AWAY INTO THE SKY.’” SO, THEY ALL ASSEMBLED EARLY THE NEXT MORNING. THEN INCENSE WAS OFFERED UP, AND THE HIGH PRIEST ENTERED INTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES AND BROUGHT OUT THE RODS. THEN HE HANDED THEM OUT AGAIN, BUT NO DOVE CAME FROM ANY OF THEM. THE HIGH PRIEST THEN DONNED THE TWELVE BELLS AND THE PRIESTLY ROBE, ENTERED INTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES, BURNT AN OFFERING AND SAID A PRAYER. THEN AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO HIM AND SAID, “HERE IS THE SHORTEST STAFF. YOU DID NOT COUNT IT UP OR TAKE IT OUT WITH THE OTHERS, THOUGH YOU BROUGHT IT IN WITH ALL THE REST. NOW AFTER 22 YOU HAVE TAKEN IT OUT AND GIVEN IT TO ITS OWNER, THE SIGN THAT I SPOKE TO YOU ABOUT WILL APPEAR.” JOSEPH WAS THEREFORE EXPOSED, BECAUSE THE STAFF BELONGED TO HIM. HE HAD BEEN PASSED UP, SO TO SPEAK, THAT ON ACCOUNT OF HIS OLD AGE HE MIGHT NOT GET HER--AND NEITHER DID HE WISH TO ASK FOR IT BACK. AND AS HE STOOD THERE MEEKLY, LAST OF ALL, THE HIGH PRIEST THUNDERED, “JOSEPH! WE ARE ALL WAITING FOR YOU TO COME AND GET YOUR STAFF.” NOW BECAUSE THE HIGH PRIEST HAD CALLED HIM WITH SUCH VEHEMENCE, JOSEPH WENT UP TREMBLING. SO, HE RECEIVED HIS STAFF AFTER EVERYONE ELSE HAD RECEIVED THEIRS. NOW AS SOON AS HE HAD REACHED OUT HIS HAND AND TAKEN HOLD THEREOF, FROM OUT OF THE SKY FLEW A BEAUTIFUL DOVE, WHICH WAS EVEN WHITER THAN SNOW, AND PERCHED UPON IT. THEN THE DOVE FLEW OFF OF IT AND ONTO JOSEPH’S HEAD. THEN, AFTER FLYING AROUND THE ROOFTOPS OF THE TEMPLE FOR QUITE AWHILE, IT FLEW AWAY INTO THE HEAVENS. NOW EVERYONE SAW CLEARLY THAT THE VIRGIN WAS TO BE BETROTHED TO HIM, SO THEY CONGRATULATED THE OLD MAN AND SAID, “FATHER JOSEPH, YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED IN YOUR OLD AGE, FOR GOD HAS DEEMED YOU TO BE WORTHY OF MARY.” THEN THE PRIESTS ALL COUNSELED JOSEPH: “YOU MUST ACCEPT HER, FOR OUT OF THE ENTIRE LINE OF JUDAH, GOD HAS CHOSEN YOU ALONE TO TAKE THE LORD’S VIRGIN INTO YOUR CARE.” BUT JOSEPH ANSWERED THEM SHEEPISHLY, “I AM AN OLD MAN, WITH SONS OF MY OWN; SHE IS BUT A LITTLE GIRL. I HAVE CHILDREN ALREADY, SO WHY ARE YOU GIVING ME THIS YOUNG MAIDEN, WHO IS EVEN YOUNGER THAN MY GRANDSONS? I PROTEST FOR FEAR OF BECOMING AN OBJECT OF RIDICULE IN ISRAEL.” “JOSEPH,” THE HIGH PRIEST ABIATHAR CAUTIONED, “YOU OUGHT TO FEAR THE LORD YOUR GOD AND CALL TO MIND WHAT HE DID TO DATHAN, ABIRAM, AND KORAH; HOW THE EARTH WAS RIPPED APART AND ALL OF THEM WERE SWALLOWED UP. IT WAS FOR THEIR DISOBEDIENCE (AND) CONTEMPT FOR GOD’S WILL THAT THEY PERISHED. WATCH OUT JOSEPH, AND REALIZE THAT ALL OF THIS COULD COME TO PASS IN YOUR HOUSE TOO. IT MOST CERTAINLY WILL HAPPEN IF YOU SCORN WHAT GOD DEMANDS.” “TRULY I DO NOT DESPISE GOD’S WILL,” JOSEPH REPLIED, “BUT I WILL FOSTER HER UNTIL I KNOW TO WHICH OF MY SONS IT IS HIS WILL TO GIVE HER. LET SOME OF HER VIRGIN FRIENDS BE GIVEN HER FOR COMPANIONSHIP AND CONSOLATION.” “FIVE VIRGINS WILL INDEED BE CONCEDED,” THE HIGH PRIEST ABIATHAR RESPONDED, “BUT ONLY UNTIL THE DAY COMES FOR YOU TO TAKE HER TO YOURSELF, FOR SHE CANNOT MARRY ANYONE BUT 23 YOU.” SO, JOSEPH, GROWING FEARFUL, ACCEPTED MARY INTO HIS CHARGE, ALONG WITH REBECCA, SEPHORA, SUSANNA, ABIGEA, AND ZAEL, THE FIVE (OTHER) MAIDENS WHO WERE TO LIVE WITH HER IN JOSEPH’S HOUSE, AND TO WHOM THE HIGH PRIEST WOULD GIVE THE SILK, THE BLUE, THE CHOICE LINEN, THE SCARLET, THE PURPLE, AND THE FINE FLAX. “MARY,” SAID JOSEPH, “I HAVE ACCEPTED YOU FROM THE LORD’S TEMPLE, BUT FOR NOW I MUST LEAVE YOU IN MY HOUSE TO GO AWAY AND DO SOME BUILDING. I WILL COME AGAIN FOR YOU, AND MAY THE LORD WATCH OVER YOU.” MARY SPINS THE SCARLET AND THE PURPLE (PEV 9:1-5A; PSMT 8) JERUSALEM; BETHLEHEM A COUNCIL OF PRIESTS ASSEMBLED AND SAID, “LET US FASHION A VEIL FOR THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD.” AND THE HIGH PRIEST SAID, “SUMMON THE UNDEFILED VIRGINS OF THE LINE OF DAVID.” AND THE OFFICERS WENT LOOKING AND FOUND SEVEN VIRGINS. THE HIGH PRIEST THEN CALLED TO MIND THAT MARY, TOO, WAS OF DAVID’S LINE, SO THE OFFICERS WENT AND GOT HER ALSO. THEN THEY GATHERED THEM INTO THE LORD’S TEMPLE AND THE HIGH PRIEST SAID, “CAST LOTS BEFORE ME TO SEE WHO WILL WEAVE THE GOLDEN THREAD, THE WHITE, THE LINEN, THE SILK, THE BLUE, THE CRIMSON AND THE ROYAL PURPLE.” THE ROYAL PURPLE AND THE CRIMSON FELL TO MARY’S LOT, SO SHE ACCEPTED THEM AND TOOK THEM HOME. THEN, SO AS TO PROVOKE MARY, THE OTHER VIRGINS TAUNTED, “SINCE YOU ARE AFTER US ALL, AND YOUNGER THAN US ALL, AND EVER SO MODEST, YOU TRULY DESERVE TO BE AWARDED, AND TO ACCEPT THE PURPLE.” THEN THEY STARTED CALLING HER ‘THE VIRGIN QUEEN.’ AND EVEN AS THEY WERE SAYING THESE THINGS, THE ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED IN THEIR MIDST AND SAID, “THESE WORDS WILL NOT HAVE BEEN SPOKEN AS A MERE INSULT, BUT UTTERED AS A MOST PROPHETIC TRUTH.” THEY NATURALLY TREMBLED AT THE SIGHT OF THE ANGEL AND THE WORDS HE HAD SPOKEN; SO, THEY ASKED MARY TO FORGIVE THEM AND TO PRAY ON THEIR BEHALF. MARY THEN TOOK THE SCARLET THREAD AND BEGAN TO SPIN. THIS MARKS THE TIME WHEN ZECHARIAH BECAME UNABLE TO SPEAK. 24 THE FORETELLING OF JOHN’S BIRTH (LUKE 1:8-25; PEV 9:5B; QUR 3:38-41; 19:2-10; 21:89-90; LJB PT.2) JERUSALEM NOW ZECHARIAH WAS EVER PRESIDING IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. AND IT HAPPENED THAT, EVEN AS HE WAS EXECUTING HIS PRIESTLY DUTIES IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, ACCORDING TO HIS CUSTOM (AND) THE ORDER OF HIS COURSE, AND THE MANNER OF HIS PRIESTLY OFFICE, IT WAS HIS LOT TO ENTER INTO THE LORD’S TEMPLE AND BURN INCENSE AT THE TIME OF THE LIGHTING THEREOF. NOW EVERY TIME ZECHARIAH WOULD LOOK IN ON MARY IN THE TEMPLE, HE FOUND THAT SHE HAD ALL OF THIS FOOD WITH HER, SO HE ASKED HER, “MARY, WHERE DOES ALL THIS FOOD COME FROM?” “ALL OF THIS FOOD COMES FROM GOD,” SHE REPLIED. “HE GIVES GENEROUSLY TO WHOMEVER HE PLEASES.” AFTER HEARING THIS, ZECHARIAH SECRETLY CALLED UPON HIS LORD AND PRAYED, “LORD, YOU, HEARKEN TO MY EVERY PRAYER. MY BONES ALL CREAK, AND MY HEAD HAS AGED TO A LUSTROUS GRAY, YET NEVER HAVE I PRAYED TO YOU IN VAIN. LORD, DO NOT LET ME LEAVE THIS WORLD WITHOUT AN HEIR, BUT GIVE ME RIGHTEOUS CHILDREN. NOW, BECAUSE MY WIFE IS BARREN, I FEAR THAT MY COUSINS ARE IN LINE TO REPLACE ME. EVEN SO, YOU, ARE OVER ALL WHO INHERIT. GIVE ME A SON WHO IS FAVORED IN YOUR EYES--ONE WHO WILL BE NOT ONLY HEIR TO ME, BUT ALSO TO THE HOUSE OF JACOB.” AND EVEN AS HE STOOD PRAYING IN THE TEMPLE, HIS ANSWER CAME: AN ANGEL OF THE LORD SUDDENLY APPEARED TO HIM, STANDING TO THE RIGHT OF THE ALTAR OF INCENSE. AND AS SOON AS ZECHARIAH SAW HIM, HE GREW ANXIOUS--AND HE FROZE WITH FEAR, SO THE ANGEL SAID, “ZECHARIAH, HAVE NO FEAR, BUT REJOICE INSTEAD; FOR YOUR HUMBLE PRAYER HAS BEEN HEARD, AND YOUR WIFE ELIZABETH WILL BEAR YOU A SON, AND YOU ARE TO NAME HIM JOHN; A NAME THAT NONE BEFORE HIM HAS BEEN CALLED. AND GOD IS INVITING YOU TO CELEBRATE IN THE BIRTH OF JOHN. YOU ARE TO BE JOYFUL AND GLAD, AND HIS APPEARANCE WILL BRING REJOICING TO MANY. HE WILL BE GREAT IN THE EYES OF GOD, FOR HE WILL GIVE HIS STRENGTH TO THE WORD OF GOD. 25 HE IS DESTINED TO BE HONORABLE AND VIRTUOUS; A PROPHET AND AN HONEST MAN WHO WILL NEVER PARTAKE OF WINE OR STRONG DRINK. AND HE WILL BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT WHILE YET IN HIS MOTHER’S WOMB. AND HE WILL TRANSFORM MANY HEARTS AMONG THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, THAT THEY MIGHT TURN AGAIN TO THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND THE LORD’S FACE WILL BE TOWARD HIM AS HE VENTURES FORTH IN THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIJAH, THAT HE MIGHT TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS TOWARD THEIR SONS, AND THE HEARTS OF THE DISOBEDIENT, THAT THEY MIGHT LIVE ACCORDING TO THE WISDOM OF THE JUST; TO TRAIN A PEOPLE TO READINESS, THAT THEY MIGHT BE PREPARED FOR THE LORD.” ZECHARIAH WAS TAKEN ABACK BY WHAT HAD BEEN SAID, AND DOUBT OVERTOOK HIM, FOR HE HAD AS YET NOT FATHERED ANY CHILDREN. HE DID NOT RECALL THE CASE OF ABRAHAM, WHO WAS FOREMOST AMONG THE PATRIARCHS, TO WHOM GOD HAD GIVEN ISAAC AFTER HAVING REACHED THE AGE OF ONE HUNDRED YEARS, NOR DID HE CALL TO MIND HIS WIFE SARAH WHO WAS JUST AS BARREN AS HIS OWN WIFE WAS. “LORD,” ZECHARIAH INQUIRED, “HOW CAN I BE SURE OF THIS? HOW AM I TO FATHER A SON SEEING THAT OLD AGE HAS CREPT UP ON ME AND ALSO MY WIFE, WHO IS BARREN?” “THIS IS ALL THE WILL OF GOD,” THE ANGEL REPLIED, “HE ALWAYS DOES AS HE SEES FIT. THIS WAS HOW YOUR LORD PUT IT, ‘FOR [ME] THIS IS NOTHING, [I] BROUGHT YOU INTO BEING, AND YOU WERE NOTHING BEFORE THAT!’” “SHOW ME LORD,” ZECHARIAH SAID. “GIVE ME A SIGN!” “I AM GABRIEL,” THE ANGEL REPLIED, “WHO STANDS IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD HIMSELF. I WAS SENT TO SPEAK TO YOU AND TO GIVE YOU THIS WONDERFUL NEWS. NOW BEHOLD, SINCE YOU DID NOT BELIEVE THE WORDS I SPOKE, THOUGH YOUR BODY WILL OTHERWISE REMAIN INTACT, YOU WILL BE UNABLE TO SPEAK WITH ANY MAN EXCEPT THROUGH SIGNS, UNTIL THE PASSAGE OF THREE DAYS AND NIGHTS, THE TIME ALLOTTED FOR THESE THINGS TO HAPPEN. KEEP YOUR LORD FOREVER IN YOUR THOUGHTS, PRAISING HIM BOTH DUSK AND DAWN.” THEN THE ANGEL VANISHED FROM HIS SIGHT. MEANWHILE THE PEOPLE WHO HAD BEEN WAITING FOR ZECHARIAH, WERE 26 WONDERING WHY HE HAD BEEN IN THE TEMPLE SO LONG. WHEN HE FINALLY CAME OUT OF IT, HE WAS UNABLE TO SPEAK, AND THEY COULD TELL THAT HE HAD SEEN A VISION WHILE IN IT, AND HE CONTINUED TO SPEAK TO THEM IN SIGNS. AND WHEN HIS TIME OF SERVICE HAD ENDED, HE RETURNED TO HIS HOME. AND ELIZABETH CAME TO LEARN OF THIS (FROM GOD.) “[I] HEARKENED TO THE PRAYER OF ZECHARIAH AND GAVE HIM JOHN, REMOVING THE BARRENNESS OF HIS WIFE. TOGETHER THEY VIED IN GOOD WORKS AND CALLED ON [ME] IN ALL HONESTY, FEAR, AND SUBMISSION.” ELIZABETH’S SECLUSION (LJB PT.3) JUDEA NOW IN THOSE DAYS ELIZABETH CONCEIVED AND REMAINED IN SECLUSION UNTIL HER FIFTH MONTH, FOR SHE FELT RATHER ILL AT EASE, FEARING TO APPEAR IN PUBLIC, SEEING THAT SHE WAS AGED AND PREGNANT, AND MILK WAS LEAKING FROM HER BREASTS. SO, SHE KEPT TO HERSELF, CLOSED OFF IN ISOLATION IN A ROOM OF HER HOUSE, AS DID ZECHARIAH. THE DOOR THAT STOOD BETWEEN THEM REMAINED SHUT TIGHT, AND THEY SPOKE TO NO ONE AT THAT TIME. THE ANNUNCIATION (LUKE 1:26-38; BMARY 7:1-21; PEV 11:1-3; HJC 5; SBOR 8:459-471; PSMT 9; QUR 3:45-49; 19:16-22A; LJB PT.4) NAZARETH NOW DURING THE SIXTH MONTH OF THEIR ENGAGEMENT, WHEN ELIZABETH WAS IN HER SIXTH MONTH OF PREGNANCY, GOD SENT GABRIEL, THE ANGEL OF HIS SPIRIT, TO THE VIRGIN MARY, WHO WAS BETROTHED TO JOSEPH, OF THE LINE OF DAVID, IN THE GALILEAN CITY OF NAZARETH. THIS TOOK PLACE WHEN SHE FIRST ARRIVED IN GALILEE, IN ORDER TO ANNOUNCE TO HER THE CONCEPTION OF OUR SAVIOR, AND THE WAY THAT IT WOULD COME TO PASS. FIRST OF ALL, GABRIEL WAS REVEALED IN HIS HOLINESS AND MIGHT. MARY TOOK A PITCHER AND WENT OUT TO DRAW SOME WATER, AND WHILE SHE WAS AT THE WELL, HE APPROACHED HER. AND BEHOLD, THERE CAME A VOICE: “HELLO THERE, EXALTED ONE, REJOICE! YOU ARE MORE BLESSED THAN ALL WOMEN, FOR THE LORD IS WITH YOU.” AND SHE LOOKED LEFT AND RIGHT TO SEE WHERE IT COULD BE COMING FROM, BECAUSE THE SAYING TROUBLED HER GREATLY, AND SHE WONDERED WHAT SUCH A STATEMENT MIGHT MEAN. AND SHE WENT BACK 27 INTO HER HOUSE AND PUT DOWN THE JUG. AND STILL SHAKEN, SHE TOOK THE PURPLE THREAD, SAT DOWN AND STARTED WORKING WITH IT. THE NEXT DAY, THE ARCHANGEL ADDRESSED THE YOUNG WOMAN A SECOND TIME IN WORDS. MARY WAS AT THE FOUNTAIN FILLING HER PITCHER WHEN THE ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO HER AND SAID, “MARY, HOW BLESSED ARE YOU, FOR YOU HAVE READIED A PLACE IN YOUR WOMB FOR THE LORD TO LIVE. JUST LOOK, THE HEAVENLY LIGHT WILL COME AND DWELL IN YOU, AND THROUGH YOU WILL ILLUMINE THE WORLD.” AND ON THE THIRD DAY, HE APPROACHED HER AGAIN IN A SIMILAR WAY, ENTERING IN THE FORM OF AN UNSPEAKABLY BEAUTIFUL YOUNG MAN, FILLING THE ROOM SHE WAS IN WITH A BLINDING LIGHT, EVEN AS SHE WAS WORKING WITH HER FINGERS ON THE PURPLE. AND BEHOLD, THE LORD’S ANGEL STOOD BEFORE HER; AND WHEN MARY SAW HIM, SHE TREMBLED WITH FRIGHT, (AND) SAID, “MAY THE MERCIFUL ONE SHIELD ME FROM YOU.” AND HE ADDRESSED HER IN THE MOST GENIAL WAY IMAGINABLE, SAYING, “HELLO, MARY, MOST ACCEPTABLE OF THE LORD’S VIRGINS! OH, VIRGIN WHO IS FULL OF SPLENDOR, THE LORD IS WITH YOU! YOU ARE BLESSED AMONG WOMEN, AND BLESSED ALSO IS THE FRUIT OF YOUR WOMB JESUS. BLESSED ARE YOU ABOVE ALL WOMEN! BLESSED (INDEED) ARE YOU BEYOND ALL MEN WHO HAVE EVER BEEN BORN! FOR GOD HAS CHOSEN YOU ALONE. HE HAS CREATED YOU UNBLEMISHED AND EXALTED YOU ABOVE ALL OTHER WOMEN.” AND WHEN MARY HEARD THESE WORDS, SHE BEGAN TO SHAKE WITH FEAR. THE LORD’S ANGEL THEN DECLARED, “MARY, DO NOT BE AFRAID, FOR YOU HAVE RECEIVED GOD’S FAVOR. I AM YOUR LORD’S MESSENGER, HERE TO BRING YOU A HOLY SON. BEHOLD, YOU ARE TO CONCEIVE IN YOUR WOMB, AND BRING FORTH A KING WHO FILLS NOT ONLY THE ENTIRE EARTH, BUT THE HEAVENS AS WELL; AND WHOSE RULE SPANS FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION. MARY, SHOW YOUR OBEDIENCE TO THE LORD BY BOWING DOWN AND WORSHIPPING WITH THE WORSHIPPERS. GOD IS INVITING YOU TO REJOICE IN A WORD FROM HIM. HIS NAME IS JESUS, THE CHRIST, THE SON OF MARY. HE WILL SHOW HIS GREATNESS IN THIS WORLD AND THE ONE THAT IS TO COME, AND GOD WILL GREATLY HONOR HIM. HE WILL PREACH TO ALL MEN FROM THE CRADLE TO HIS FINAL DAY, LIVING 28 VIRTUOUSLY ALL THE WHILE.” BUT TO THE VIRGIN, SUCH CELESTIAL LIGHT WAS NOTHING NEW; FOR SHE, BEING NO STRANGER TO THE FACES OF HEAVENLY ANGELS, WAS NOT ALARMED BY THE SIGHT OF THE MESSENGER, NOR WAS SHE AWED BY THE BRILLIANCE OF THE LIGHT, BUT THE ANGEL’S WORDS DID TROUBLE HER GREATLY. “WHAT COULD SUCH A FANTASTIC GREETING POSSIBLY MEAN?” SHE WONDERED. “WHAT MIGHT IT FORESHADOW, OR WHAT MIGHT COME OF IT?” AND THROUGH DIVINE INSPIRATION THE ANGEL RESPONDED TO HER THOUGHTS, SAYING, “MARY, DO NOT BE ALARMED AND IMAGINE THAT BY MY GREETING I MEANT ANYTHING THAT IS INCONSISTENT WITH YOUR CHASTITY--FOR IT IS BECAUSE OF YOUR PURITY THAT THE LORD HAS FAVORED YOU. BEHOLD, WHILE PRESERVING YOUR VIRGINITY, AND APART FROM ANY KIND OF SIN, YOU, ARE TO CONCEIVE IN YOUR WOMB, AND BY HIS WORD BRING FORTH A SON, WHOM YOU ARE TO CALL JESUS. HE WILL BE GREAT, FOR HE WILL RULE FROM SEA TO SEA, AND FROM THE HEADS OF THE RIVERS TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH. AND HE WILL BE CALLED THE SON OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]; FOR THE ONE BORN INTO A LOWLY STATE UPON THE EARTH IN REALITY RULES FROM ONE WHICH IS EXALTED IN HEAVEN. THE LORD WILL GIVE HIM THE THRONE OF HIS FOREFATHER DAVID, AND HE WILL REIGN OVER THE HOUSE OF JACOB FOR ENDLESS AGES, AND TO THERE WILL BE NO END TO HIS KINGDOM. HE IS KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS, INFINITE AND ETERNAL IS HIS HEAVENLY REIGN.” “LORD,” SAID MARY, “TELL ME HOW THESE THINGS CAN BE? HOW IS IT POSSIBLE FOR ME TO BEAR A CHILD WITHOUT A MAN’S SEED, SEEING THAT IN LINE WITH MY VOW I HAVE NEVER SLEPT WITH, (OR) TOUCHED ANY MAN, NOR EVER HAVE I BEEN UNCHASTE?” (THE VIRGIN DID NOT REPLY TO THE WORDS OF THE ANGEL AS THOUGH SHE DISBELIEVED THEM, BUT MERELY TO FIND OUT HOW THESE THINGS WOULD COME ABOUT.) TO THIS THE ANGEL RESPONDED, “MARY, DO NOT THINK THAT YOU WILL CONCEIVE BY SLEEPING WITH A MAN AS OTHERS DO, BUT AS A VIRGIN, YOU WILL CONCEIVE, AS A VIRGIN YOU WILL BRING FORTH, AND AS A VIRGIN YOU WILL GIVE SUCK.” AND WHEN SHE HEARD THAT, SHE THOUGHT IT 29 OVER AND ASKED, “THEN WILL I CONCEIVE BY THE LORD, THE LIVING GOD, AND GIVE BIRTH EVEN AS OTHER WOMEN DO?” “NOT AT ALL, MARY,” SAID THE ANGEL OF THE LORD, “FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL DRAW NEAR TO YOU, AND THE LORD’S POWER, FREE FROM THE SLIGHTEST TAINT OF LUSTFUL PASSIONS, WILL OVERSHADOW YOU, SO THAT WHAT YOU BEAR WILL BE COMPLETELY HOLY, BECAUSE IT WILL BE CONCEIVED WITHOUT SIN, AND BE CALLED THE ‘SON OF GOD’ UPON HIS BIRTH. AND YOU ARE TO NAME HIM JESUS FOR HE WILL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS. THIS IS THE WAY THAT YOUR LORD PUT IT, ‘THIS IS SIMPLE ENOUGH FOR [ME]. HE WILL BE A SIGN TO ALL MANKIND, AND A BLESSING THAT COMES STRAIGHT FROM [ME]. [MY] DECREE WILL SURELY COME TO PASS.’ THIS IS HOW THE WILL OF GOD IS: WHENEVER HE ORDAINS ANYTHING WHATSOEVER, HE NEED ONLY SAY ‘APPEAR’ AND IT APPEARS. TO HIM WILL HE REVEAL THE WISDOM OF THE WRITINGS, THE TORAH AND THE GOSPEL--AND HE WILL SEND HIM OUT TO PREACH AMONG THE ISRAELITES. HE WILL SAY, ‘I AM GIVING YOU A SIGN FROM YOUR LORD--I WILL FORM THE SHAPE OF A BIRD FROM MUD, AND BREATHE INTO IT. THROUGH GOD’S POWER, IT WILL BE CHANGED INTO A LIVING BIRD. AND THROUGH THE POWER OF GOD, I WILL HEAL THE LEPROUS AND THE BLIND, AND RAISE THE DEAD BACK UP TO LIFE. I WILL GIVE YOU ORDERS AS TO WHAT TO EAT AND WHAT TO LAY UP IN YOUR HOMES. IF YOUR FAITH IS PURE, SURELY THIS WILL BE A SIGN FOR YOU. I HAVE COME IN ORDER TO CONFIRM THE TORAH THAT HAS BEEN REVEALED TO YOU ALREADY, AS WELL AS TO MAKE LAWFUL CERTAIN THINGS YOU’VE BEEN DENIED. THIS IS THE SIGN THAT I BRING TO YOU STRAIGHT FROM THE LORD; NOW HONOR GOD BY OBEYING ME! GOD IS BOTH MY MASTER AND YOURS: THEREFORE, DO ALL THINGS FOR HIM, FOR THAT PATH INDEED IS STRAIGHT.’ “NOW BEHOLD, ELIZABETH, YOUR KINSWOMAN HAS ALSO CONCEIVED A SON IN HER OLD AGE; AND SHE THAT WAS THOUGHT TO BE BARREN IS NOW IN HER SIXTH MONTH, FOR NO WORD OF GOD WILL BE ROBBED OF ITS STRENGTH. WITH GOD, YOU SEE, NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE.” THEN MARY, HARBORING NO DOUBTS IN HER HEART, STRETCHED OUT HER HANDS AND LIFTED HER EYES TOWARD HEAVEN AND SAID TO THE ARCHANGEL: “BEHOLD THE SERVANT OF THE LORD! MAY THESE THINGS ALL BE TO ME AS YOU HAVE SAID.” “VIRGIN,” THE ARCHANGEL REPLIED, “ACCEPT GOD INTO YOUR UNBLEMISHED HEART.” AND AS HE SPOKE, HE BREATHED GOD’S PERFECTION INTO HER WHO HAD EVER BEEN A VIRGIN. SHE WAS STRICKEN WITH ALARM AND AMAZEMENT AS SHE LISTENED. AND EVEN AS SHE STOOD AND TREMBLED, HER MIND RACED AND HER HEART THROBBED ON 30 ACCOUNT OF THE MYSTERIOUS WORDS THAT SHE HAD HEARD. BUT SOON SHE REJOICED, AND HER HEART RECEIVED ITS HEALING FROM THE SELFSAME VOICE. THE YOUNG WOMAN LAUGHED SO HARD THAT HER FACE TURNED RED, AND HER HEART FILLED WITH AWE AS SHE REELED IN JOY. COURAGE, THEN, WAS GIVEN HER, AND A WORD FLEW INTO HER WOMB; QUICKLY PUTTING ON THE FLESH, COMING TO LIFE AND TAKING THE FORM OF A CHILD WITHIN HER--(AND) EVEN SO DID MARY CONCEIVE. THE ANGEL THEN SALUTED HER AND LEFT HER PRESENCE. “I, (JESUS,) CHOSE HER MYSELF, ACCORDING TO MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] WILL, AND THE COUNSEL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND WAS FORMED OUT OF HER FLESH BY A MEANS SO MYSTERIOUS THAT IT DEFIES THE CREATED REASON.” MARY VISITS ELIZABETH (LUKE 1:39-56; PEV 12:1-3; QUR 19:22B; LJB PT.5) JERUSALEM, THE HIGHLANDS OF JUDEA SO MARY FINISHED UP THE PURPLE AND THE SCARLET, AND THEN SHE GAVE THEM TO THE PRIEST, WHO BLESSED HER, SAYING, “THE LORD GOD HAS EXALTED YOUR NAME [LADY MARY CHRIST], MARY, AND YOUR PRAISES WILL SPAN THE GENERATIONS OF THE EARTH.” THEN MARY ROSE UP QUICKLY IN JOY, AND LEFT IN HASTE TO A FARAWAY PLACE--TO THE HOME OF ZECHARIAH AND ELIZABETH, HER KINSWOMAN, WHO LIVED IN A JUDEAN TOWN NESTLED IN THE HILLS. NOW MARY WAS AMAZED THAT ELIZABETH COULD BE EXPECTING A CHILD, AND SO KEPT SAYING IN HER HEART: “HOW GREAT AND WONDERFUL ARE YOUR DEEDS, OH ALMIGHTY GOD, FOR YOU HAVE GIVEN CHILDREN TO AN OLD WOMAN WHO WAS BARREN. I WILL NOT LEAVE OFF WALKING UNTIL I HAVE VISITED HER AND SEEN FOR MYSELF THE MARVELOUS THING THAT GOD HAS BROUGHT TO PASS IN OUR DAYS: A VIRGIN WHO WILL BEAR A CHILD, AND A BARREN WOMAN WHO WILL GIVE SUCK.” SHE KNOCKED AT THE DOOR AND CALLED TO HER. AND WHEN ELIZABETH HEARD MARY’S CRY, THE BABY LEAPT WITHIN HER WOMB. THEN ELIZABETH, FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, CRIED ALOUD, “BLESSED ARE YOU ABOVE ALL WOMEN, AND MOST HOLY IS THE FRUIT OF YOUR WOMB.” AND SHE PUT DOWN HER SCARLET AND WITH GREAT JOY AND GLADNESS, RACED TO THE DOOR, FLUNG IT OPEN, AND AS SOON AS SHE SAW MARY THERE, SHE WORSHIPED HER AND ASKED, “HOW CAN IT BE THAT THE MOTHER OF MY LORD SHOULD VISIT ME? FOR BEHOLD, NO SOONER DID THE SOUND OF YOUR CALL ENTER INTO MY EARS, THEN DID THE CHILD IN MY WOMB JUMP FOR JOY AND GIVE YOU PRAISE! AND BLESSED INDEED IS SHE WHO BELIEVED, FOR THE THINGS SPOKEN TO HER BY THE 31, LORD WILL CERTAINLY BE FULFILLED.” THEN THE DEVOUT AND HOLY VIRGIN EMBRACED THE TRUE TURTLE-DOVE, AND THE WORD BAPTIZED JOHN WHILE YET IN HIS MOTHER’S WOMB. THEN DAVID APPEARED IN THEIR MIDST AND PROCLAIMED: “MERCY AND TRUTH HAVE JOINED TOGETHER, AND VIRTUE AND PEACE HAVE KISSED ONE ANOTHER.” JUST THEN JOHN STIRRED WITHIN THE WOMB AS IF STRIVING TO COME OUT AND MEET HIS LORD. AND AS THEY WENT INTO THE HOUSE, MARY (AND) ELIZABETH (TOGETHER) SAID: “MY SOUL TRULY MAGNIFIES THE LORD, AND MY SPIRIT HAS DELIGHTED IN GOD MY SAVIOR, FOR HE HAS LOOKED UPON THE LOWLINESS OF HIS SERVANT: BEHOLD, FROM THIS TIME FORWARD ALL GENERATIONS WILL HONOR ME, BECAUSE HE THAT IS ALL-POWERFUL HAS DONE MARVELOUS THINGS TO ME; AND HIS NAME IS ‘HOLY.’ HIS MERCY IS FROM GENERATIONS TO GENERATIONS AND IS ON THOSE THAT FEAR HIM. WITH HIS ARM, HE HAS SHOWN HIS MIGHT; TO DISPERSE THOSE WHOSE HEARTS IMAGINE PROUD THINGS. HE HAS PULLED THE RULERS OUT OF THEIR THRONES, AND REPLACED THEM WITH THE OPPRESSED. HE HAS HEAPED GOOD THINGS UPON THE HUNGRY, PLUNDERED THE RICH AND BANISHED THEM. HE HAS BROUGHT DELIVERANCE TO HIS SERVANT ISRAEL, THAT HE MIGHT CALL TO MIND HIS FORBEARANCE, EVEN AS HE SWORE TO OUR ANCESTORS; TOWARD ABRAHAM AND HIS CHILDREN FOR ALL OF ETERNITY.” BUT AFTER THEY HAD GREETED EACH OTHER, MARY LOST SIGHT OF THE MYSTERIOUS THINGS THAT THE ARCHANGEL GABRIEL HAD REVEALED TO HER. AND LOOKING TOWARD HEAVEN, SHE GROANED, “LORD, WHO AM I THAT ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE EARTH SHOULD VENERATE ME?” FOR THREE MONTHS, UNTIL MARY’S TIME WAS NEAR, SHE REMAINED WITH ELIZABETH, AND HER WOMB GREW WITH EACH DAY THAT PASSED. MARY WAS SIXTEEN YEARS OLD BY THE TIME THAT ALL OF THESE ASTONISHING THINGS CAME ABOUT, AND SHE RETURNED TO HER HOME FOR FEAR OF THE ISRAELITES AND HID. 32 THE BIRTH AND NAMING OF JOHN (LUKE 1:57-80; QUR 19:11; LJB PT.6) THE HIGHLANDS OF JUDEA NOW ELIZABETH CAME TO FULL TERM AND BROUGHT FORTH A SON, AND THERE WAS GREAT JOY AND GLADNESS IN HER HOUSE. HER FAMILY AND HER NEIGHBORS, HEARING HOW THE LORD HAD SHOWN HER COMPASSION, REJOICED ALONG WITH HER. SO, ON THE EIGHTH DAY THEY CAME TO CIRCUMCISE HIM, INTENDING TO NAME HIM AFTER HIS FATHER ZECHARIAH. “NOT SO,” HIS MOTHER INSISTED, “HIS NAME IS SUPPOSED TO BE JOHN.” “THERE IS NO ONE IN YOUR FAMILY WITH THIS NAME,” THEY PROTESTED. ELIZABETH THEREFORE SAID TO THEM: “ASK HIS FATHER WHAT HIS NAME SHOULD BE.” NOW WHEN ZECHARIAH CAME OUT OF THE TEMPLE, THEY GESTURED TO HIM, “TELL US WHAT YOU’D HAVE US NAME HIM?” AND HE MOTIONED FOR A TABLET TO WRITE ON AND WROTE OUT, “HIS NAME IS JOHN,” AND NONE OF THEM COULD BELIEVE THESE WORDS. ALL OF A SUDDEN, HE COULD OPEN HIS MOUTH, AND HIS TONGUE WAS FREE TO SPEAK. ZECHARIAH THEREFORE PRAISED THE LORD, (AND) URGED THEM ALL TO GLORIFY HIM MORNING AND EVENING. EVERYONE GREW FEARFUL, AND NEWS OF THESE THINGS SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE HILLS OF JUDEA. NOW BECAUSE THE HAND OF THE LORD WAS UPON HIM, ALL WHO HEARD IT TOOK THESE THINGS TO HEART, AND THEY ASKED, “WHAT IS THIS CHILD DESTINED TO BECOME?” AND FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, HIS FATHER ZECHARIAH, MINDFUL OF THE GIFT HE HAD RECEIVED FROM GOD, PROPHESIED CONCERNING HIS SON JOHN THE BAPTIST: “PRAISE THE LORD, THE GOD OF ISRAEL, FOR HE HAS COME AND FREED HIS PEOPLE AND LIFTED UP A HORN OF SALVATION FOR THOSE OF US OF THE HOUSE OF HIS SERVANT DAVID, EVEN AS HE HAD FORETOLD IN ANCIENT TIMES BY THE MOUTH OF HIS HOLY PROPHETS, DELIVERANCE FROM OUR ENEMIES, AND FROM THE GRASP OF THOSE WHO HATE US. TO SHOW FORBEARANCE TO OUR PREDECESSORS, AND CALL TO MIND THE HOLINESS OF THE PROMISE; THE SOLEMN PLEDGE THAT HE MADE TO OUR FATHER ABRAHAM, TO GRANT THAT WE BE SAVED 33 FROM THE CLUTCHES OF OUR ENEMIES AND TO SERVE HIM WITHOUT FEAR, IN PURITY AND VIRTUE IN HIS SIGHT EVERY DAY OF OUR LIVES. YES, CHILD, AND YOU WILL BE KNOWN AS THE PROPHET OF THE MOST HIGH SINCE YOU WILL GO AHEAD OF HIM TO CLEAR HIS WAY; TO GIVE KNOWLEDGE FOR THE DELIVERANCE OF HIS PEOPLE IN HIS PARDONING OF THEIR SINS, FOR TENDER IS THE MERCY OF OUR GOD, WHICH IS WHY HE WILL LOOK UPON US FROM ABOVE AS THE DAWN BREAKS FORTH, (AND EVEN NOW THAT DAY IS DAWNING.) TO SHINE ON THOSE WHO LIVE IN DARKNESS; UNDERNEATH THE SHADOW OF DEATH; TO GUIDE OUR STEPS ON THE ROAD TO PEACE.” AT THAT TIME JOHN WAS LIVING IN PROSPERITY, AND FOR TWO YEARS HE NURSED AT THE BREAST OF HIS MOTHER. THE JOY OF GOD WAS ON HIS FACE, AND HE GREW UP STRENGTHENED IN THE SPIRIT. JOSEPH DISCOVERS THAT MARY IS PREGNANT (BMARY 6:6,7/8:1-11; PEV 13:1-14:2; MATT 1:19-24; PSMT 10,11; HJC 5; ASIS 11:4) CAPERNAUM; BETHLEHEM; NAZARETH EVEN AS ALL OF THIS WAS GOING ON, JOSEPH, BECAUSE HE WAS A CARPENTER, WAS BUSILY AT WORK ON A HOUSE-BUILDING PROJECT NEAR THE SEASIDE DISTRICT IN CAPERNAUM, WHERE HE REMAINED FOR NINE MONTHS. NOW AFTER THE NINE MONTHS HAD PASSED, AS THE CUSTOMARY ENGAGEMENT CEREMONIES WERE DRAWING TO A CLOSE, THREE MONTHS AFTER MARY’S CONCEPTION, THAT VENERABLE MAN JOSEPH LEFT THE BUILDING SITE AND RETURNED TO HIS HOMETOWN OF BETHLEHEM TO GET HIS HOUSE IN ORDER AND TO SUPPLY THE PROVISIONS NECESSARY FOR THE WEDDING. BUT MARY, THE LORD’S VIRGIN HAD RETURNED TO HER PARENTS’ HOME IN GALILEE, ALONG WITH THE SEVEN OTHER VIRGINS WHO WERE OF THE SAME AGE AND PERIOD OF WEANING, AND WHO HAD BEEN APPOINTED BY THE PRIEST TO CARE FOR HER. AND JOSEPH LEFT JUDEA AND TRAVELED ON TO GALILEE, PLANNING TO VISIT THE VIRGIN THERE, FOR IT WAS BY THEN NEARLY THREE MONTHS FROM THEIR TIME OF ENGAGEMENT. 34 BEHOLD, BY THE TIME JOSEPH ENTERED INTO HIS HOME, MARY WAS IN HER SIXTH MONTH OF PREGNANCY. NOW SHE WAS HIS BETROTHED, SO IT SOON BECAME CLEAR TO HIM THAT SHE WAS EXPECTING, FOR SHE COULD NOT HIDE IT FROM HIM--AFTER ALL HE DID HAVE FREE ACCESS TO HER AND DID SPEAK FAMILIARLY WITH HER, SO HE NATURALLY CAME TO KNOW. WHEN HE REALIZED THAT MY VIRGIN MOTHER WAS PREGNANT, HE WAS STUNNED, AND SO ENTIRELY TAKEN WITH DISTRESS, THAT HE STARTED TO SHAKE. HE SLAPPED HIMSELF UPON THE FACE, DROPPED TO THE GROUND UPON SACKCLOTH AND WAILED, “WITH WHAT SEMBLANCE AM I TO FACE THE LORD MY GOD? WHAT INTERCESSION AM I ABLE TO OFFER ON BEHALF OF THIS YOUNG WOMAN? SHE WAS A VIRGIN WHEN I ACCEPTED HER FROM THE LORD’S TEMPLE, BUT I HAVE NOT PROTECTED HER. WHO HAS BETRAYED ME? WHO HAS CARRIED OUT SUCH WICKEDNESS; VIOLATING THIS VIRGIN IN MY VERY OWN HOME? COULD IT BE THAT MY LIFE HAS BECOME LIKE ADAM’S? FOR ADAM WAS BY HIMSELF IN HIS TIME OF PRAYER, WHEN THE SERPENT CREPT UP AND FOUND EVE ALONE AND BEGUILED HER; AND A SIMILAR FATE HAS BEFALLEN ME. MY LORD, MY GOD, TAKE MY SPIRIT, FOR I WOULD RATHER DIE THAN LIVE!” AND THE VIRGINS WHO HAD BEEN WITH MARY ASKED HIM, “WHAT ARE YOU SAYING, MASTER JOSEPH? WE ARE QUITE CONVINCED THAT NO MAN HAS LAID HIS HAND ON HER. WE KNOW FOR SURE THAT SHE HAS NOT SULLIED HER INNOCENCE AND THAT SHE HAS, IN FACT, PRESERVED HER VIRGINITY, FOR GOD HIMSELF HAS PROTECTED HER. WE HAVE KEPT OUR EYES ON HER; AND SHE CONTINUES EVER WITH US IN OUR PRAYERS. EVERY DAY AN ANGEL OF THE LORD SPEAKS WITH HER; AND EVERY DAY SHE IS FED BY AN ANGEL’S HAND. HOW ANY EVIL COULD ENTER INTO HER, OR HOW THERE COULD BE ANY SIN WITHIN HER WE DO NOT KNOW, BUT IF YOU WANT US TO TELL YOU WHAT WE THINK IT IS, IT IS THAT NOTHING LESS THAN GOD’S ANGEL HAS IMPREGNATED HER.” “ARE YOU TRYING TO TELL ME THAT AN ANGEL OF GOD HAS GOTTEN HER PREGNANT?” JOSEPH REPLIED. “WHY ARE YOU TRYING TO DECEIVE ME? TRULY, IT IS MORE LIKELY THAT SOMEONE DISGUISED AS AN ANGEL FROM GOD HAS SEDUCED HER.” AND HE SOBBED AS HE SPOKE THESE THINGS AND ASKED, “HOW AM I GOING TO LOOK WHEN I ENTER INTO THE LORD’S TEMPLE? HOW AM I TO HIDE MY CIRCUMSTANCES FROM THE PRIESTS OF GOD? WHAT AM I SUPPOSED TO DO?” AND AFTER HE HAD SPOKEN THIS, IT OCCURRED TO HIM THAT HE SHOULD RUN AWAY, AND SECRETLY PUT HER AWAY AS WELL. 35 THEN JOSEPH GOT UP FROM THE SACKCLOTH, SUMMONED MARY TO HIMSELF AND ASKED, “WHY HAVE YOU WHO WERE CARED FOR BY GOD, FORGOTTEN YOUR GOD AND DONE THIS THING? WHY HAVE YOU WHO WERE HAND-FED BY AN ANGEL AND RAISED IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES GONE AND DEBASED YOUR VERY SOUL?” AND THROUGH HER TEARS, SHE SOBBED, “I AM CHASTE AND HAVE NEVER SLEPT WITH ANY MAN.” “AS MY LORD IS THE LIVING GOD,” JOSEPH REPLIED, “I DON’T KNOW WHY THIS HAS HAPPENED TO ME.” AND HE COULD NOT EVEN BRING HIMSELF TO EAT OR DRINK ANYTHING THAT DAY ON ACCOUNT OF HIS SORROW AND DREAD. AND JOSEPH LEFT HER THERE, UNSURE AS TO WHICH COURSE IT WOULD BE BEST TO TAKE. HE GREW ALL THE MORE ANXIOUS AND CONFUSED THE MORE HE TRIED TO FIGURE OUT WHAT HE SHOULD DO WITH HER, FOR HE WAS A RIGHTEOUS MAN AND WAS NOT EAGER TO EXPOSE HER, NOR AS A PIOUS MAN, WAS HE WILLING TO STIGMATIZE HER WITH THE REPUTATION OF A WHORE. “IF I SHOULD COVER UP HER SIN,” HE SAID, “I WILL BE OPPOSING THE LAW OF THE LORD, AND IF I SHOULD EXPOSE HER TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, I FEAR THAT I MIGHT BE HANDING OVER INNOCENT BLOOD TO THE SENTENCE OF DEATH, FOR WHAT IS IN HER MAY INDEED BE FROM THE ANGELS.” HE THEREFORE DETERMINED FIRMLY TO TERMINATE THEIR ENGAGEMENT QUIETLY, AND TO DIVORCE HER SECRETLY. AND WHEN HE HAD DECIDED THIS, HE STARTED TO DEVISE A SCHEME TO HIDE MARY AND PUT HER AWAY: HE PLANNED TO GET UP IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT, LEAVE HER THERE AND LIVE IN SECLUSION, BUT NIGHT FELL UPON HIM AS HE WAS WORKING OUT THE DETAILS. NOW BEHOLD, LATER ON THAT EVENING THAT HOLY PRINCE OF ANGELS, THE ANGEL OF THE LORD’S SPIRIT, GABRIEL, CAME TO THIS EARTH WITH AN ORDER FROM MY FATHER [STEPHEN], AND SPOKE TO JOSEPH IN HIS DREAMS, SAYING, “JOSEPH, SON OF DAVID, DO NOT BE AFRAID! DO NOT FEAR TO TAKE THIS CHILD, NOR HESITATE TO TAKE MARY AS YOUR WIFE. DO NOT THINK UNSEEMLY THOUGHTS ABOUT THE VIRGIN, AND DO NOT IMAGINE FOR A MOMENT THAT SHE IS GUILTY OF FORNICATION, FOR IT IS BY MEANS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT SHE HAS CONCEIVED, AND AMONG ALL WOMEN IS THE ONLY VIRGIN WHO WILL EVER GIVE BIRTH. AND SHE WILL BRING FORTH A SON--EVEN THE VERY SON OF GOD--WHOM YOU ARE TO NAME ‘JESUS,’ WHICH MEANS ‘THE SAVIOR,’ FOR HE WILL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS.” NOW ALL OF THESE THINGS CAME TO PASS IN ORDER TO FULFILL WHAT THE LORD HAD SPOKEN THROUGH THE PROPHET: “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN 36 WILL CONCEIVE AND BRING FORTH A SON, WHOM THEY WILL CALL IMMANUEL;” WHICH MEANS ‘GOD IN OUR MIDST,’ WHEN INTERPRETED. “HE WILL RULE ALL NATIONS WITH A ROD OF IRON.” AND AFTER SAYING ALL OF THIS TO HIM, THE ANGEL LEFT HIS PRESENCE. AND AT MIDDAY, JOSEPH ROSE UP FROM HIS SLUMBER, GAVE PRAISE TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL, AND THANKED HIM WHO HAD SHOWN HIM SUCH MERCY. HE THEN SHARED HIS DREAM WITH MARY AND THE OTHER VIRGINS WHO WERE THERE. AND AFTER RECEIVING ASSURANCES FROM THE ANGELS AND FROM MARY, HE CONFESSED, “I HAVE SINNED IN MY MISTRUST OF YOU.” AND HE DID NOT DIVORCE HER, BUT KEPT HER INSTEAD AS THE ANGEL HAD INSTRUCTED HIM; AND SHE REMAINED IN THERE WITH HIM. EVEN SO, HE DID NOT SPEAK THESE THINGS TO ANYONE. THE TRIAL OF JOSEPH AND MARY (PSMT 12; PEV 15:1-16:2 BMARY 8:12; ASIS 11:5,6) JERUSALEM, THE HILLS OF THE COUNTRYSIDE A RUMOR STARTED TO GET AROUND THAT MARY WAS PREGNANT, SO ANNAS, THE TEACHER OF THE LAW, CAME TO JOSEPH AND DEMANDED, “WHY HAVE YOU NOT SEEN FIT TO JOIN IN OUR ASSEMBLY?” JOSEPH REPLIED, “BECAUSE MY TRAVELS TIRED ME OUT AND I TOOK IT EASY ON MY FIRST DAY BACK.” THEN ANNAS CAUGHT SIGHT OF MARY AND SAW FOR HIMSELF THAT SHE WAS WITH CHILD. HE RAN TO THE PRIEST AND SAID: “JOSEPH, FOR WHOM YOU HAVE BORNE WITNESS, HAS DONE A TERRIBLE THING!” “WHAT IS IT?” THE HIGH PRIEST ASKED HIM. “HE HAS DEFLOWERED THE VIRGIN WHOM HE RECEIVED FROM THE LORD’S TEMPLE,” ANNAS REPLIED, “CONSUMMATING HIS MARRIAGE TO HER WITHOUT TELLING IT TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL.” “HAS JOSEPH REALLY DONE THIS THING?” THE PRIEST INQUIRED. “SEND OFFICERS AND YOU WILL FIND THAT THE ‘VIRGIN’ IS PREGNANT.” SOME OFFICERS THEN WENT AND VERIFIED THAT IT WAS TRUE, BRINGING JOSEPH AND MARY BACK WITH THEM TO THE COURT. THE TEMPLE OFFICERS SEIZED JOSEPH AND LED HIM BEFORE THE HIGH PRIEST WHO BEGAN TO ACCUSE HIM, (TOGETHER WITH THE OTHER) PRIESTS, SAYING, “HOW COULD YOU HAVE BEEN CHEATED OUT OF A WEDDING LIKE THIS; A VIRGIN WHOM GOD’S OWN ANGELS NURTURED AS A DOVE IN THE TEMPLE, WHO NEVER SOUGHT THE COMPANY OF ANY MAN, AND WHOSE UNDERSTANDING OF GOD’S LAW WAS UNEXCELLED? WHY HAVE YOU DONE THIS KIND OF THING? HAD YOU NOT DEFILED THIS MAIDEN, SHE WOULD BE A VIRGIN TODAY.” BUT JOSEPH SWORE 37 ON OATH THAT HE HAD NEVER EVEN TOUCHED HER, SAYING, “AS MY LORD IS THE LIVING GOD, I AM NOT TO BLAME FOR THE STATE SHE IS IN.” “DO NOT PERJURE YOURSELF,” THE PRIEST REJOINED. “OWN UP TO THE FACTS; YOU HAVE FAILED TO BOW YOUR HEAD BENEATH THE HAND OF POWER, AND HAVE CONSUMMATED YOUR MARRIAGE WITHOUT TELLING IT TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND HAVE THEREBY DENIED A BLESSING ON YOUR CHILDREN.” JOSEPH DID NOT SPEAK A WORD, SO THE PRIEST DEMANDED, “RESTORE THE ‘VIRGIN’ THAT YOU TOOK FROM THE LORD’S TEMPLE.” AS JOSEPH WEPT IN BITTERNESS, THE PRIEST ANNOUNCED, “I WILL GIVE YOU BOTH TO DRINK OF THE WATER OF THE LORD’S TESTING, AND IT WILL WITNESS TO YOU OF YOUR SINS.” HE THEN BROUGHT IT OVER TO JOSEPH TO DRINK AND SENT HIM OUT INTO THE HILLS, AND HE RETURNED TO THEM UNCHANGED. “AS GOD IS LIVING,” THE HIGH PRIEST ABIATHAR SAID TO JOSEPH, “I WILL THEREFORE GIVE YOU TO DRINK OF THE WATER OF THE LORD’S TESTING, AND HE WILL IMMEDIATELY SHOW THE SIGN OF YOUR SIN.” SO, JOSEPH WAS ALSO CALLED BEFORE THE ALTAR AND GIVEN THE WATER OF THE LORD’S TESTING, OUT OF WHICH SHOULD ANYONE DRINK AND WALK AROUND IT SEVEN TIMES, WILL EXPOSE HIS GUILT, FOR IF HE HAS SPOKEN A FALSEHOOD, GOD WILL SHOW IT IN HIS FACE. JOSEPH DRANK IT GLADLY AND WENT AROUND THE ALTAR, AND NOT A TRACE OF GUILT APPEARED ON HIM. SO, THE PRIESTS, THE OFFICERS, AND THE PEOPLE THERE EXALTED HIM, SAYING “BLESSED ARE YOU, FOR EVIL WAS NOT FOUND IN YOU.” THEN A GREAT CROWD OF ISRAELITES GATHERED AROUND, AND MARY WAS USHERED INTO THE LORD’S TEMPLE. THE PRIESTS, HER NEIGHBORS, AND EVEN HER PARENTS CLAMORED TO MARY: “CONFESS TO THE PRIESTS THAT YOU, WHO WERE HAND-FED AS A DOVE BY ANGELS IN GOD’S TEMPLE, HAVE COMMITTED SIN.” AND CALLING MARY TO THEMSELVES, THEY ASKED, “WHAT EXCUSE CAN YOU POSSIBLY GIVE? WHAT SIGN WILL HE GIVE OVER AND ABOVE THE PREGNANCY THAT IS CLEARLY REVEALED IN YOUR OWN WOMB?” AND THE PRIEST DEMANDED, “WHY HAVE YOU WHO WERE RAISED IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES, HAND-FED BY AN ANGEL, HEARD HYMNS AND DANCED IN HIS PRESENCE, DONE THIS, HUMBLING YOUR VERY SOUL AND FORGETTING THE LORD YOUR GOD? SINCE JOSEPH HAS BEEN CLEARED WITH REGARD TO YOU, WE WILL ONLY ACCEPT ONE ANSWER FROM YOU, AND THAT IS THAT YOU SHOULD TELL US WHO IT WAS THAT SEDUCED YOU. FOR TRULY IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR YOU TO CONFESS THAN TO 38 HAVE THE WRATH OF GOD REVEALED AS A SIGN ON YOUR FACE, EXPOSING YOU BEFORE US ALL.” BUT MARY BURST INTO TEARS AND REPLIED, “AS MY LORD IS THE LIVING GOD, I AM UNTAINTED BEFORE HIM AND HAVE NEVER SLEPT WITH ANY MAN.” BUT HE HAD MARY DRINK AS WELL, AND VENTURE OUT INTO THE HILLS, WHEREUPON SHE ALSO RETURNED UNCHANGED. MARY THEN STOOD FIRMLY, AND BOLDLY PROCLAIMED, “IF THERE IS ANY EVIL OR DEFILEMENT IN ME, OR IF THERE HAS EVER BEEN IN ME ANY LUST OR LASCIVIOUSNESS, MAY THE LORD EXPOSE ME BEFORE EVERYONE HERE, THAT THEY MIGHT LEARN A LESSON FROM MY CASE.” AND SHE APPROACHED THE ALTAR OF GOD IN COMPLETE ASSURANCE, DRANK THE WATER OF TESTING, AND WENT AROUND IT SEVEN TIMES, AND NOT A TRACE OF GUILT WAS FOUND IN HER. SEEING THAT SHE WAS PREGNANT, YET STILL DISPLAYED NO SIGN OF GUILT, ALL OF THE PEOPLE STAMMERED, AND WERE BEWILDERED. BUT, AS IS COMMON IN CROWDS, SOME OF THEM BECAME DISORDERLY AND COMPLAINED TO ONE ANOTHER. SOME OF THEM BLESSED HER, SAYING THAT SHE WAS HOLY AND PURE; BUT OTHERS, MOTIVATED BY DOUBTS, DENOUNCED HER, SAYING THAT SHE WAS WICKED AND DEFILED. THEN MARY, SEEING HOW HER INTEGRITY HAD NOT RID THE PEOPLE OF THEIR DOUBTS, CONFIDENTLY SAID TO THEM: “AS GOD, ADONAI OF THE MULTITUDES, IN WHOSE SIGHT I STAND LIVES, I HAVE NEVER SLEPT WITH ANY MAN, NOR HAS IT EVER CROSSED MY MIND, SEEING THAT FROM THE TIME OF MY YOUTH UNTIL THIS DAY I HAVE BEEN EVER MINDFUL OF THIS VOW. AND I MADE THIS PLEDGE MY OFFERING TO GOD FROM EARLY IN MY CHILDHOOD, THAT I MIGHT DWELL UPRIGHTLY WITH HIM WHO MADE ME; LIVE SOLELY IN HIM WITH WHOM I SHARE MY CONVICTIONS; AND REMAIN SPOTLESSLY AND EXCLUSIVELY WITH HIM.” THEN THE PRIEST ANNOUNCED TO THEM, “IF THE LORD GOD HAS NOT REVEALED ANY SINS IN YOU, THEN NEITHER WILL I JUDGE YOU,” AND HE LET THEM BOTH GO. THEN EVERYONE STARTED KISSING HER AND ASKING HER TO FORGIVE THEM FOR THEIR VICIOUS MISTRUST. THEN JOSEPH AND MARY LEFT FOR HIS HOUSE, JOYFULLY PRAISING THE GOD OF ISRAEL. EVERYONE, INCLUDING THE PRIESTS AND THE VIRGINS LED HER HOME, REJOICING, CELEBRATING, AND LOUDLY PROCLAIMING, “BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHO HAS REVEALED YOUR HOLINESS TO ISRAEL.” AND AFTER THIS, JOSEPH MARRIED THE VIRGIN AND GUARDED HER, LIVING SEPARATELY ALONGSIDE HER FOR TWO MONTHS; NEVER APPROACHING HER OR LYING WITH HER, BUT KEEPING HER AS A PERFECT VIRGIN 39 AS THE ANGEL HAD INSTRUCTED HIM. 40 INFANCY 2 INTODUCTION TO THE ARABIC INFANCY GOSPEL; JOSEPH AND MARY TRAVEL TO BETHLEHEM (LUKE 2:1-6; BMARY 8:13,14; PEV 17:1-18:1; PSMT 13; ARIN 1:1,4-6; ASIS 11:7; HJC 7; QUR 19:23-26) NAZARETH; JERUSALEM; THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM {WE FOUND THE FOLLOWING REPORTS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF JOSEPH THE HIGH PRIEST, WHO SOME SAY IS CAIAPHAS:} NOW IT HAPPENED SHORTLY AFTER THE TWO MONTHS, IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND NINTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF ALEXANDER, WHEN JOSEPH THE CARPENTER WAS LIVING APART FROM HIS WIFE MARY IN HER HOUSE, THAT A REGISTRATION WAS IMPOSED ACCORDING TO THE EDICT OF AUGUSTUS CAESAR THE KING: THAT EVERYONE IN THE INHABITED WORLD SHOULD REGISTER IN HIS OWN TOWN. (THIS REGISTRATION WAS THE FIRST TO TAKE PLACE DURING THE GOVERNORSHIP OF QUIRINIUS IN SYRIA.) SO, EVERYONE RETURNED TO ENROLL IN THEIR OWN HOME TOWNS. IT WAS NEEDFUL, THEREFORE, FOR JOSEPH TO SIGN ON WITH MARY (IN BETHLEHEM), BECAUSE THEY, BEING OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, AND THE STOCK AND LINEAGE OF DAVID, WERE BOTH FROM THERE. BY THEN IT WAS APPROACHING NINE MONTHS FROM HER TIME OF CONCEPTION, AND BY THEN MARY WAS GREAT WITH CHILD. “I WILL ENTER MY SONS,” (SAID JOSEPH,) “BUT WHAT AM I TO DO WITH THIS GIRL? HOW AM I TO REGISTER HER? AS MY WIFE? I AM TOO EMBARRASSED TO ADMIT THAT! PERHAPS AS MY DAUGHTER! I CANNOT, FOR THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL ARE ALL AWARE THAT SHE IS NOT MY DAUGHTER. NO, ON THIS, THE LORD’S DAY, THE LORD WILL DO AS HE SEES FIT.” SO, THE AGED AND RIGHTEOUS JOSEPH GOT UP, PACKED SOME ESSENTIALS, SADDLED HIS DONKEY, AND SEATED HER ON IT. JOSEPH THEN LEFT THE CITY OF NAZARETH, HIS SON LEADING AND HIMSELF TRAILING BEHIND. THEY PASSED THROUGH GALILEE AND ENTERED INTO JUDEA, THEN TRAVELED ON TO JERUSALEM AND BETHLEHEM. AND AS THEY WERE APPROACHING THE THIRD MILESTONE, JOSEPH TURNED AROUND AND NOTICED MARY LOOKING SAD, SO HE THOUGHT WITHIN HIMSELF, “PERHAPS THE CHILD WITHIN HER IS CAUSING HER ANGUISH.” LATER ON, JOSEPH TURNED AROUND AND SAW HER LAUGHING OUT LOUD, SO HE ASKED HER, “MARY, 41 WHY DO I SEE LAUGHTER ON YOUR FACE ONE MINUTE AND SORROW ON IT THE NEXT?” AND MARY REPLIED TO JOSEPH, “I CAN SEE TWO PEOPLES WITH THESE EYES OF MINE: ONE OF THEM WEEPING IN BITTERNESS AND ONE TRIUMPHING IN UTTER JOY.” WHEN THEY REACHED THE HALFWAY POINT ALONG THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM, MARY CALLED OUT TO JOSEPH, “I SEE TWO NATIONS BEFORE ME, ONE WEEPING AND THE OTHER REJOICING.” “SIT QUIETLY UPON YOUR BEAST,” ANSWERED JOSEPH, “AND SPEAK ONLY WHEN NECESSARY!” A HANDSOME YOUNG MAN, ALL DRESSED IN WHITE, APPEARED BEFORE THEM THERE AND ASKED, “JOSEPH, WHY DID YOU SAY THAT THE WORDS THAT WERE SPOKEN BY MARY CONCERNING THE TWO PEOPLES WERE SUPERFLUOUS? FOR SHE SAW THE JEWISH PEOPLE WEEPING BECAUSE THEY HAVE ABANDONED THEIR GOD; AND THE GENTILE PEOPLE REJOICING BECAUSE THEY HAVE DRAWN NEAR TO THE LORD, EVEN AS HE PROMISED TO OUR FOREFATHERS ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB: FOR THE TIME HAS NOW COME FOR A BLESSING TO BE EXTENDED TOWARD ALL THE NATIONS OF THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM!” AND AFTER HE HAD SPOKEN THIS, THEY DREW NEAR TO THE CAVE. AND THE ANGEL COMMANDED THE DONKEY TO STOP, FOR IT HAPPENED AT THAT POINT THAT THE TIME FOR HER TO GIVE BIRTH HAD COME. MARY THEN LET JOSEPH KNOW THAT IT WAS HER TIME, AND THAT SHE WOULD BE UNABLE TO MAKE IT INTO TOWN. THE ANGEL THEN TOLD MARY TO COME DOWN FROM HER BEAST. “JOSEPH,” SAID MARY, “TAKE ME OFF OF THIS DONKEY, FOR THE CHILD WITHIN ME IS STRUGGLING TO COME OUT.” AND JOSEPH HELPED HER DOWN FROM IT. AND THE THROES OF CHILDBIRTH DROVE HER TO THE BASE OF A PALM, WHERE SHE LAMENTED, “OH THAT I HAD ONLY DIED BEFORE AND PASSED INTO OBLIVION!” AND FROM WITHIN A VOICE CRIED OUT, “DO NOT BE SAD, FOR BELOW AT YOUR FEET, YOUR LORD HAS PROVIDED YOU WITH A BROOK. NOW IF YOU SHOULD SHAKE THE PALM A BIT, IT WILL DROP FRESH, RIPE DATES INTO YOUR LAP. EAT, DRINK, AND REJOICE THEREFORE; AND IF YOU SHOULD MEET WITH ANYONE, MERELY SAY, ‘I HAVE SWORN A FAST TO THE LORD THIS DAY, AND WILL NOT SPEAK WITH ANY MAN.’” AND (JOSEPH) ASKED HER, “WHERE AM I TO TAKE YOU IN THIS FORSAKEN PLACE THAT I MIGHT CONCEAL YOUR DISGRACE?” “ENTER INTO AN UNDERGROUND CAVERN WHICH HAS NEVER SEEN THE LIGHT OF DAY,” THE ANGEL REPLIED, “BUT WHICH HAS FOREVER BEEN CHOKED WITH DARKNESS.” JOSEPH 42 FOUND A CAVE NEARBY, AND MARY SAID, “LET US ENTER INTO IT,” AND HE TOOK HER INSIDE. NOW AS SOON AS MARY ENTERED THE CAVE, IT BEGAN TO SHINE AS BRIGHT AS THE SIXTH HOUR OF THE DAY. AND THE LIGHT, WHICH CAME FROM GOD, WAS SUCH THAT SO LONG AS MARY WAS THERE, BE IT EITHER NIGHT OR DAY, THERE WAS NEVER ANY LACK THEREOF. THE BIRTH OF JESUS (LUKE 2:7A; MATT 1:25; PEV 18:1-20:3; PSMT 13; SBOR 8:471-476; BMARY 8:15; LTIN 73,74 IN ARUNDEL MS 404; ARIN 1:2,3,7; ASIS 10:7-31, 11:8B-14; OSOL 19:6-11; IGEPH 19) IN A CAVE BETWEEN JERUSALEM AND BETHLEHEM; THE SEVEN HEAVENS AND JOSEPH, LEAVING HIS SONS TO CARE FOR HER, WENT OUT TO SEEK FOR A JEWISH MIDWIFE IN THE REGION OF BETHLEHEM. NOW BEHOLD, A GIRL DREW NEAR WITH A BIRTHING CHAIR AND CAME TO A STOP. BOTH OF THEM WERE STARTLED, AND JOSEPH ASKED HER, “GIRL, WHERE ARE YOU GOING WITH THAT CHAIR?” AND SHE ANSWERED HIM, “MY MISTRESS HAS SENT ME HERE BECAUSE A YOUNG MAN CAME RUNNING UP AND CRYING OUT, ‘HURRY NOW! COME AND ASSIST IN A REMARKABLE BIRTH, BECAUSE FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER A VIRGIN WILL BRING FORTH.’ NOW AS SOON AS MY MISTRESS HEARD THIS, SHE SENT ME OUT AHEAD OF HER. LOOK, HERE SHE COMES NOW!” AND BEHOLD, THERE WAS THIS WOMAN COMING DOWN FROM THE HILLS. JOSEPH TURNED AROUND AND SAW HER APPROACHING, SO HE WENT UP TO HER AND THEY INTRODUCED THEMSELVES TO ONE ANOTHER. “MISTER,” THE MIDWIFE ASKED JOSEPH, “WHERE ARE YOU HEADED?” AND HE ANSWERED HER, “I AM IN SEARCH OF A JEWISH MIDWIFE.” AND THE WOMAN ASKED HIM, “ARE YOU AN ISRAELITE?” “INDEED, I AM,” JOSEPH REPLIED. THE WOMAN THEN ASKED HIM, “WHO IS THIS ‘VIRGIN’ WHO IS READY TO BRING FORTH IN THIS CAVERN?” “IT IS MARY,” ANSWERED JOSEPH, “WHO WAS EDUCATED IN THE LORD’S TEMPLE AND BETROTHED TO ME.” “IS SHE THEREFORE NOT YOUR WIFE?” THE MIDWIFE ASKED HIM. “WELL, SHE WAS BETROTHED TO ME,” JOSEPH REPLIED, “BUT IT WAS THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT BROUGHT ABOUT HER CONCEPTION.” “IS WHAT YOU SAY INDEED THE TRUTH?” THE MIDWIFE ASKED HIM. “COME AND SEE IT FOR YOURSELF!” RESPONDED JOSEPH. AND SHE FOLLOWED HIM TO THE MOUTH OF THE CAVE, WHERE THEY 43 CAME TO A STOP. “COME AND HAVE A LOOK AT MARY,” HE DIRECTED HER, SO BOTH OF THEM WENT INSIDE. AND EVEN AS SHE WAS ABOUT TO ENTER INTO THE INNERMOST CHAMBER, BEHOLD, A LUMINOUS CLOUD SHONE BRILLIANTLY WITHIN IT, AND THE MIDWIFE FROZE WITH FEAR. “BEHOLD,” JOSEPH CRIED ALOUD TO MARY, “I HAVE BROUGHT YOU A MIDWIFE, ZACHEL, WHO IS STANDING OUTSIDE AT THE OPENING. NOT ONLY DOES SHE NOT DARE TO ENTER, BUT INDEED FINDS IT IMPOSSIBLE TO DO SO.” WHEN MARY HEARD THIS, SHE GRINNED. “DO NOT SMILE,” JOSEPH COMPLAINED, “BUT BE PRUDENT, FOR SHE HAS COME TO EXAMINE YOU AND SEE IF YOU NEED MEDICINE.” HE ASKED THE MIDWIFE TO GO INSIDE AND HAVE A LOOK, AND SHE STOOD BEFORE MARY. “NOW AS I WAS GOING IN,” (THE MIDWIFE LATER REPORTED,) “I SAW THE VIRGIN LOOKING UP AND FACING HEAVEN. AND ALTHOUGH SHE SEEMED TO BE TALKING TO HERSELF, I TRULY BELIEVE THAT SHE WAS PRAYING TO AND PRAISING THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. AND WHEN I CAME UP TO HER, I SAID, ‘TELL ME, MY DAUGHTER, DO YOU NOT FEEL ANY PAIN? IS THERE NO PART OF YOUR BODY IN ANGUISH?’ YET SHE REMAINED MOTIONLESS; FIXED LIKE A SOLID ROCK TOWARD HEAVEN.” AND FOR SEVERAL HOURS MARY ALLOWED HERSELF TO BE OBSERVED. (AND WHEN THE LORD WAS ABOUT TO BE BORN, JOSEPH WENT AWAY TO SEEK MIDWIVES.) AND [IN HIS VISION, ISAIAH] HEARD THE VOICE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], THE ETERNAL ONE, [HIS] LORD’S FATHER [STEPHEN] SAYING TO [HIS] LORD, THE SON, THE CHRIST, THE ONE WHO IS TO BE CALLED JESUS, “WITHDRAW FROM HERE AND PASS THROUGH THE HEAVENS. YOU MUST DESCEND BELOW THE SKIES OF THAT WORLD TO DWELL WITHIN THAT SPHERE, AND FURTHER DESCEND AS FAR AS THE ANGEL IN SHEOL, BUT YOU WILL BY NO MEANS TRAVEL AS FAR DOWN AS DESTRUCTION AND PERDITION. AND YOU ARE TO TAKE ON THE APPEARANCE OF THOSE OF THE FIVE HEAVENS, AND MUST TAKE CARE TO TRANSFORM YOURSELF INTO THE IMAGE OF BOTH THE ANGELS OF THE SKY, AND THOSE IN SHEOL. NOT A SINGLE ANGEL OF THAT REALM WILL PERCEIVE THAT YOU ARE LORD WITH ME OVER THEIR ANGELS OF GOVERNANCE AND THOSE OF THE SEVEN HEAVENS. AND THEY WILL FAIL TO GRASP THAT YOU ARE WITH ME WHEN WITH THE UTTERANCE OF THE SKIES I SUMMON YOU UNTO MYSELF--ALONG WITH THEIR ANGELS AND STARS-- UNTIL MY VOICE ASCENDS TO THE SIXTH HEAVEN, THAT YOU MIGHT PASS JUDGMENT UPON AND UTTERLY DESTROY THE RULERS, ANGELS, AND ‘GODS’ OF 44 THAT REALM, AND THE DOMAIN THAT THEY CONTROL. FOR THEY HAVE ALL DENIED ME AND SAID, ‘WE ARE ALL ALONE, AND THERE IS NO ONE HERE BUT US.’ AFTER THIS, YOU WILL RISE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD, RISING FROM THE ‘GODS’ OF DEATH AND ENTERING INTO YOUR TRUE STATURE. AND YOU ARE TO WEAR NO DISGUISE IN ANY OF THE HEAVENS, BUT IN THE FULLNESS OF YOUR SPLENDOR WILL YOU RISE UP AND SIT TO MY RIGHT, AND THE PRINCES AND POWERS WILL WORSHIP YOU, AS WILL EACH AND EVERY ANGELIC BEING AND AUTHORITY, BE THEY IN HEAVEN, ON EARTH, OR IN HELL.” THESE ARE THE INSTRUCTIONS THAT I HEARD THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS ONE GIVING TO MY LORD. AND I COULD SEE THE LORD DEPARTING FROM THE SEVENTH HEAVEN AND ENTERING INTO THE SIXTH. THE ANGEL WHO HAD ACCOMPANIED ME FROM THAT WORLD WAS WITH ME, AND HE SAID, “ISAIAH, LOOK AND SEE, THAT YOU MAY UNDERSTAND THE DISGUISING AND DESCENT OF THE LORD.” THEN I LOOKED, AND WHEN THE ANGELS OF THE SIXTH HEAVEN SAW HIM, THEY EXALTED AND VENERATED HIM, FOR HE HAD NOT BEEN CHANGED INTO THE FORM OF THE ANGELS THERE. AND AS THEY WERE PRAISING HIM, I SANG PRAISES TO HIM RIGHT ALONG WITH THEM. AND WHEN I SAW HIM DESCEND INTO THE FIFTH HEAVEN, HE TRANSFORMED HIMSELF TO RESEMBLE THE ANGELS THERE; AND THEY DID NOT EXALT OR VENERATE HIM WHEN THEY SAW HIM, FOR HIS APPEARANCE WAS LIKE THEIR OWN. HE THEN WENT DOWN INTO THE FOURTH HEAVEN AND CHANGED HIS APPEARANCE INTO THAT OF THE ANGELS WHO WERE THERE, AND WHEN THEY SAW HIM, THEY NEITHER EXALTED NOR VENERATED HIM, FOR HIS FORM WAS JUST LIKE THEIRS. AGAIN, I SAW HIM DESCEND INTO THE THIRD HEAVEN, THAT HE CHANGED HIMSELF INTO THE FORM OF THE ANGELS THERE. NOW THE GATEKEEPERS OF THAT REALM DEMANDED THE PASSWORD, SO TO KEEP FROM BEING KNOWN, THE LORD SPOKE IT TO THEM. AND WHEN THEY SAW HIM, THEY DID NOT EXALT OR VENERATE HIM BECAUSE HIS APPEARANCE WAS LIKE THEIR OWN. AGAIN, I SAW HIM DESCEND INTO THE SECOND HEAVEN, WHERE THE GATEKEEPERS LIKEWISE DEMANDED THE PASSWORD, AND THE LORD PROVIDED IT. THEN I SAW HIM DISGUISE HIMSELF TO LOOK LIKE THE ANGELS OF THE SECOND HEAVEN, BUT BECAUSE HE LOOKED LIKE THEM, THEY DID NOT EXALT HIM WHEN THEY SAW HIM. AND WHEN I SAW HIM DESCEND INTO THE FIRST HEAVEN, HE SPOKE THE PASSWORD TO THE GATEKEEPERS THERE. THEN HE DISGUISED HIMSELF TO APPEAR AS THE ANGELS TO THE LEFT OF THAT THRONE, AND THEY NEITHER PRAISED NOR WORSHIPED HIM BECAUSE HIS APPEARANCE WAS 45 LIKE THEIR OWN. (AS FOR MYSELF, NO ONE EVEN QUESTIONED ME ON ACCOUNT OF THE ANGEL WHO WAS GUIDING ME.) AND ONCE AGAIN, HE DESCENDED INTO THE SKY WHERE THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD RESIDES AND SPOKE THE PASSWORD TO THOSE ON THE LEFT-HAND SIDE, AND BECAUSE HIS FORM WAS JUST LIKE THEIRS, THEY DID NOT EXALT OR VENERATE HIM THERE. QUITE TO THE CONTRARY, THEY WERE JEALOUSLY CONTENDING WITH ONE ANOTHER, FOR THERE IS AN EVIL POWER AND A COMPETITION OVER TRIVIAL MATTERS IN THAT PLACE. AND I SAW HIM DESCEND AND DISGUISE HIMSELF TO RESEMBLE THE ANGELS OF THE AIR, AND THEY DID NOT EXALT HIM THERE, BECAUSE HE LOOKED LIKE ONE OF THEM. HE DID NOT SPEAK THE PASSWORD TO THEM, NOR DID THEY EVEN QUESTION HIM, FOR THEY WERE BUSY PILLAGING AND BEATING ONE ANOTHER. NOW AS FOR THE VIRGINITY OF MARY, AND THE WAY THAT SHE BROUGHT FORTH, AND THE PASSION OF THE LORD, THEY WERE ALL CONCEALED FROM THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD. EVEN THOUGH THESE MYSTERIES WERE SHOUTED OUT LOUD, GOD BROUGHT THEM ABOUT IN COMPLETE SILENCE. SO HOW WAS ALL THIS SHOWN TO THE WORLD? UP IN THE HEAVENS A STAR FAR MORE LUMINOUS THAN ANY OTHER BLAZED FORTH. NO WORDS COULD EXPRESS ITS BRILLIANCE; ITS INCOMPARABILITY LEFT MEN UTTERLY PERPLEXED. THE SUN, MOON, AND STARS SURROUNDED IT IN HARMONY, BUT THIS STAR OUTSHONE THEM ALL. THEN EXTREME BEWILDERMENT ENSUED; WHERE COULD THIS STAR, WHICH WAS SO DIFFERENT FROM ITS COMPANIONS HAVE COME FROM? EVERYWHERE, MAGIC DISAPPEARED BEFORE IT--ALL THE SPELLS OF SORCERY WERE BROKEN, AND SUPERSTITION WAS REMOVED. THE ANCIENT KINGDOM OF DARKNESS WAS ABOUT TO BE UNDONE; FOR GOD, BY COMING DOWN IN HUMAN FORM, WAS USHERING IN A NEW ORDER OF ETERNAL LIFE. NOW WHAT HAD BEEN DEVISED BY GOD WAS BEING BROUGHT TO PASS; AND EVERYTHING FROM THAT DAY FORTH WAS THROWN INTO DISARRAY ON ACCOUNT OF THIS DESIGN TO DESTROY DEATH. “AS I WAS WALKING ALONG,” (JOSEPH RECALLED,) “I CAME TO A STOP AND THEN LOOKED UP. THERE I SAW THE CLOUDS ASTONISHED. AND GAZING UPWARD FURTHER STILL, I SAW BIRDS MOTIONLESS AGAINST THE UNMOVING SKY. THEN I LOOKED AROUND ME AND SAW WORK HANDS WHO WERE SITTING AT A TABLE. A BOWL HAD BEEN PLACED BEFORE THEM, AND THEIR HANDS WERE IN IT, BUT THEY WERE NOT MOVING THEM TO FEED THEMSELVES. AND THOSE IN THE PROCESS OF EATING WERE NO LONGER CHEWING. THOSE WHO WERE LIFTING THEIR FOOD WERE PUTTING NONE OF IT DOWN, WHILE THOSE WHOSE FOOD WAS NEAR TO 46 THEIR LIPS WERE PUTTING NONE OF IT INTO THEIR MOUTHS. EVERYONE WAS LOOKING UP. AND BEHOLD, SHEEP THAT WERE BEING DRIVEN ALONG STOOD STILL AND DID NOT ADVANCE, WHILE THE HAND OF THE SHEPHERD WHOSE ROD WAS SET TO STRIKE THEM REMAINED FROZEN IN ITS PLACE. THEN I GLANCED OVER TO SEE WHAT THE RIVER LOOKED LIKE. I COULD SEE A NUMBER OF YOUNG GOATS, SOME WITH THEIR MUZZLES OVER AND OTHERS WITH THEIRS IN THE WATER, BUT NONE OF THEM WERE DRINKING. AND JUST AS SUDDENLY, EVERYTHING RETURNED TO NORMAL.” BY THEN THE SUN WAS GOING DOWN. “AT THAT MOMENT,” (THE MIDWIFE RELATED,) “EVERYTHING CAME TO A COMPLETE STOP. THERE WAS AN UTTER AND FEARFUL SILENCE--EVEN THE WINDS STOPPED BLOWING! THE LEAVES DID NOT RUSTLE ON THE TREES, NOR DID THE WATERS BABBLE, FOR THE RIVERS ALL STOPPED FLOWING, AND THE OCEANS CEASED THEIR UNDULATIONS. ALL THAT THE WATERS BRING FORTH GREW STILL. THERE WAS NO HUMAN VOICE TO BE HEARD, AND THE SILENCE WAS COMPLETE--FOR THE VERY POLE STOPPED SPINNING AT THAT MOMENT AND TIME NEARLY GROUND TO A HALT. ALL OF THEM WERE TAKEN WITH FEAR AND EVERYONE STOPPED TALKING. WE WERE ALL ANTICIPATING THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] AND THE END OF THE WORLD.” WHEN THE MOMENT WAS RIPE, GOD SHOWED HIS POWER VISIBLY. FIXATED ON HEAVEN, THE VIRGIN STOOD AND BECAME AS WHITE AS SNOW, FOR THE FULFILLMENT OF ALL GOOD THINGS WAS NEAR. “MY SOUL INDEED IS MAGNIFIED,” THE MIDWIFE EXCLAIMED, “AND THESE EYES OF MINE HAVE SEEN GREAT THINGS, FOR THIS VERY DAY HAS BROUGHT ABOUT THE DELIVERANCE OF ISRAEL!” AND IMMEDIATELY THE CLOUD WITHDREW FROM THE CAVE, AND WAS REPLACED BY A LIGHT SO BRIGHT THAT OUR EYES COULD NOT ENDURE THE SIGHT. THE LIGHT BROUGHT FORTH EVEN AS THE DEW FROM HEAVEN CONDENSES UPON THE EARTH. AND EVEN AS IT BLAZED, SHE BORE A SON BY VIRGIN BIRTH. AND AS HE WAS COMING FORTH, THE LUMINOUS BEAMS INTENSIFIED TO A LEVEL FAR BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN, FILLING THE ENTIRE CAVE WITH THEIR BRILLIANCE. AND WITH IT CAME THE MOST FRAGRANT ODOR IMAGINABLE; MORE REDOLENT THAN ANY AROMATIC OINTMENT. (NOW EVEN THOUGH AMONG MANKIND THIS IS THOUGHT TO BE AN INCREDIBLE MIRACLE, FOR GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND GOD THE SON [JESUS], NOTHING AT ALL IS CONSIDERED MIRACULOUS.) THE MERRY EARTH SHUDDERED AS THE CHILD CAME FORTH; THE HEAVENLY THRONE BURST OUT IN LAUGHTER AS CREATION CELEBRATED IN JOY, (AND) A DAZZLINGLY BRILLIANT STAR WAS WORSHIPED AMONG THE MAGI. THE ANGELS ENCOMPASSED HIM AT HIS 47 COMING, AND THE VOICES OF MANY INVISIBLE BEINGS JOINED TOGETHER IN CHORUS AND SHOUTED, “AMEN!” IMMEDIATELY UPON HIS BIRTH, HE STOOD TO HIS FEET, AND WORSHIPPING HIM THE ANGELS PROCLAIMED, “GLORY TO GOD IN THE HEIGHTS AND PEACE TO MEN OF GOODWILL ON EARTH.” “MARY LOOKED IN ASTONISHMENT WITH HER OWN EYES AND SAW THE INFANT, AND EXALTED THE ONE TO WHOM SHE COULD SEE SHE HAD BORNE. AS FOR THE CHILD, HE RADIATED A BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL LIGHT, WHICH WAS LIKE THE RAYS OF THE SUN. HE WAS INDEED A SIGHT TO BEHOLD, FOR HIS MERE ARRIVAL PACIFIED AND BROUGHT TO REST THE ENTIRE WORLD.” AFTER HER ASTONISHMENT HAD FADED, HER WOMB BECAME EVEN AS IT HAD BEEN PRIOR TO CONCEPTION, AND SHE BOUND HIM UP IN SWADDLING CLOTHS. “I, HOWEVER, WAS AMAZED,” (THE MIDWIFE CONTINUED,) “AND I STOOD THERE STUNNED, STARING IN UTTER ASTONISHMENT AT THE SPECTACULARLY BRIGHT LIGHT THAT HAD JUST BEEN BROUGHT FORTH. BUT IN TIME THE LIGHT WITHDREW AND BEGAN TO TAKE ON THE FORM OF A NEWBORN CHILD. SOON ITS APPEARANCE CHANGED TO THAT OF A NORMAL INFANT BORN AFTER THE USUAL FASHION. AND AS HE CAME WITH ALL OF THESE VISIBLE SIGNS, JESUS SPOKE TO HIS MOTHER FROM THE CRADLE, SAYING, ‘MARY, I AM JESUS, THAT SON OF GOD AND SERVANT; THAT WORD WHICH YOU HAVE BROUGHT FORTH, EVEN AS THE ANGEL GABRIEL ANNOUNCED TO YOU, AND MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS SENT ME HERE TO SAVE THE WORLD.’ “AND GROWING EVER THE MORE DARING,” (THE MIDWIFE RELATED,) “I BENT DOWN TO PICK HIM UP AND TOUCH HIM WITH MY HANDS. WHAT WAS STARTLING TO ME WAS THAT UNLIKE OTHER BABIES WHO ARE BORN ON THIS EARTH, HE WEIGHED NEARLY NOTHING AT ALL! I LOOKED HIM OVER CLOSELY AND COULD FIND NO FLAW UPON HIM ANYWHERE, BUT FOUND HIM INSTEAD TO BE AS LUMINOUS IN BODY AS THE DEW FROM THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. AND SINCE HE WEIGHED NEARLY NOTHING AT ALL, HE WAS EFFORTLESS TO CARRY. HE WAS MAGNIFICENT TO BEHOLD, (AND) FOR SOME TIME HE ASTOUNDED ME BY NOT CRYING AS OTHER BABIES DO. AND AS I HELD HIM IN MY ARMS AND GAZED INTO HIS FACE, HE LET OUT THE MOST JOYFUL LAUGH--AND WHEN HE OPENED UP HIS EYES, THEY PIERCED ME THROUGH WITH JUST A GLANCE. ALL OF A SUDDEN, A BRIGHT LIGHT BEAMED FORTH FROM HIS EYES LIKE A LIGHTNING FLASH. ‘THIS HAS BEEN A GREAT DAY FOR ME,’ [I] EXCLAIMED, ‘FOR I HAVE SEEN SOMETHING 48 COMPLETELY NEW!’” THEN JESUS WENT AND NURSED AT THE BREAST OF HIS MOTHER MARY. NOW JOSEPH (HAD) VENTURED OFF TO SEE IF HE COULD FIND [ANY MIDWIVES] FOR MARY, AND AFTER HE HAD FOUND SOME, HE CAME BACK. HE SPOTTED AN ELDERLY JEWISH WOMAN COMING FROM JERUSALEM. BY THE TIME JOSEPH ARRIVED AT THE CAVE WITH THE OLD WOMAN, IT WAS ALREADY PAST SUNSET. “KIND WOMAN,” SAID JOSEPH, “PLEASE COME THIS WAY AND ENTER THIS CAVE. THERE YOU WILL SEE A YOUNG WOMAN WHO IS ABOUT READY TO GIVE BIRTH.” AND BOTH OF THEM WENT INSIDE, BUT BEHOLD, EVERYTHING THERE SHIMMERED WITH A LIGHT THAT WAS BRIGHTER THAN LAMPLIGHT AND CANDLELIGHT--IT WAS, INDEED, EVEN BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN! BY THAT TIME THE CHILD WAS ALREADY WRAPPED UP IN SWADDLING CLOTHES AND NURSING AT THE BREAST OF HIS MOTHER, SAINT MARY. AND THE TWO OF THEM WERE TAKEN ABACK BY THE SPECTACLE OF LIGHT. AND WHEN HER HUSBAND JOSEPH SAW HER THERE, HE SAID TO HER, “TELL ME WHAT HAS STARTLED YOU?” IMMEDIATELY, HIS EYES WERE OPENED AND HE COULD SEE THE NEW BORN CHILD, AND HE PRAISED THE LORD, BECAUSE THE CHILD HAD ARRIVED AS FORETOLD BY THE LOT. AND THEY HEARD A VOICE PROCLAIM, “RELATE THIS VISION TO NO ONE!” “I HAVE BROUGHT YOU TWO MIDWIVES,” JOSEPH SAID TO MARY, “ZELOMI AND SALOME. THEY ARE STANDING OUTSIDE BY THE MOUTH OF THE CAVE, BUT THE LIGHT IS SO INTENSE THAT THEY DARE NOT ENTER.” WHEN SHE HEARD ALL THIS, MARY SMILED. “STOP SMILING!” SAID JOSEPH. “BE SENSIBLE AND ALLOW THEM TO INSPECT YOU. WHAT IF YOU SHOULD NEED THEIR MEDICINE?” THEN MARY GAVE THEM HER PERMISSION TO ENTER. AND WHEN ZELOMI CAME INSIDE, SHE REQUESTED OF MARY, “GRANT ME CONSENT TO LOOK AT YOU.” AND AFTER MARY HAD AGREED TO THE EXAMINATION, THE MIDWIFE EXCLAIMED, LORD, OH ALMIGHTY LORD, HAVE MERCY ON US! NEVER BEFORE HAS IT BEEN HEARD, NOR EVER EVEN IMAGINED THAT A MOTHER SHOULD SHOW EVERY SIGN OF VIRGINITY AFTER MILK HAS COME INTO THE BREASTS AND A SON HAS BEEN BROUGHT FORTH! BUT SHE HAS SUFFERED NEITHER LOSS OF BLOOD, NOR THE SLIGHTEST PAIN IN GIVING BIRTH. AS A VIRGIN SHE HAS CONCEIVED, AS A VIRGIN SHE HAS BORNE A CHILD, AND A VIRGIN SHE REMAINS.” “ARE YOU THE MOTHER OF THIS BOY?” THE ELDERLY WOMAN ASKED SAINT MARY. “INDEED, I AM,” SAINT MARY AFFIRMED. “YOU ARE COMPLETELY UNLIKE OTHER WOMEN,” THE ELDERLY LADY REPLIED. “EVEN AS THERE IS NO 49 CHILD WHO CAN COMPARE WITH MY SON,” EXPLAINED SAINT MARY, “NEITHER IS THERE ANY WOMAN WHO CAN COMPARE WITH HIS MOTHER.” “MY LADY,” THE AGED WOMAN REPLIED, “I HAVE COME HERE TO RECEIVE AN EVERLASTING BLESSING.” NOW THE MIDWIFE CAME OUT OF THE CAVE AND SALOME GREETED HER. “SALOME! SALOME!” THE MIDWIFE SHOUTED, “I MUST TELL YOU OF THIS NOVEL SIGHT; A VIRGIN HAS GIVEN BIRTH, SOMETHING THAT HER CONDITION FORBIDS!” AND WHEN SALOME, THE OTHER MIDWIFE, HEARD THAT, SHE SCOFFED, “AS MY LORD IS THE LIVING GOD, I WILL NOT BELIEVE WHAT I HAVE HEARD--THAT A VIRGIN HAS GIVEN BIRTH--UNLESS I FIRST EXAMINE HER (AND) PROVE IT WITH MY OWN FINGER!” AND ZELOMI ENTERED IN AND SAID, “MARY, PREPARE YOURSELF, FOR THERE IS NO SMALL CONTROVERSY BREWING OVER YOU.” AND WHEN MARY HEARD THESE WORDS, SHE LIED BACK DOWN AND READIED HERSELF. THEN SALOME CAME IN AND DEMANDED, “MARY, ALLOW ME TO INSPECT YOU AND SEE WHETHER WHAT ZELOMI HAS TOLD ME IS TRUE.” AND MARY GAVE HER PERMISSION TO EXAMINE HER. SO, SALOME WENT INSIDE, MADE HER READY, AND PROVED HER STATUS. AND WHEN SHE HAD INSPECTED HER AS SHE HAD SAID AND WITHDRAWN HER HAND, IT BEGAN TO WITHER UP. AND OVERCOME WITH ANGUISH AND HORRIBLE PAIN, SHE STARTED WEEPING BITTERLY. “WHAT MISERY FOR MY SIN AND DOUBT,” SALOME SHOUTED, “FOR I HAVE TEMPTED THE LIVING GOD. JUST LOOK, MY HAND FEELS LIKE IT IS BURNING WITH FIRE AND FALLING RIGHT OFF!” AND DROPPING TO HER KNEES, SHE WEPT AND PLEADED BEFORE THE LORD, “OH GOD OF MY FATHERS, CONSIDER MY CASE; FOR I AM A CHILD OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB! DO NOT HUMILIATE ME BEFORE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, BUT RESTORE ME TO THE DESTITUTE; FOR AS YOU ARE WELL AWARE, OH LORD, I OFFER MY SERVICES IN YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND MY PAYMENT COMES FROM YOU ALONE. OH LORD GOD, YOU, KNOW THAT I HAVE ALWAYS WORSHIPED YOU, AND CARED FOR THOSE WHO LIVE IN WANT. NEVER HAVE I TAKEN PAY FROM WIDOWS AND ORPHANS, NOR HAVE I EVER TURNED THE POOR AWAY EMPTY-HANDED. NOW BEHOLD, I AM MADE TO SUFFER FOR MY LACK OF FAITH, FOR I SOUGHT TO PUT YOUR VIRGIN TO THE TEST FOR NO REASON WHATSOEVER.” AND EVEN AS SALOME WAS RECOUNTING THESE DEEDS, A YOUNG MAN DRESSED IN GLISTENING CLOTHES, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD, (APPEARED AND) 50 STOOD BESIDE HER. “SALOME! SALOME!” HE CRIED ALOUD, “THE LORD YOUR GOD HAS HEARD YOUR PRAYER. GO RIGHT NOW, AND WORSHIP THE BABE. TOUCH HIM WITH YOUR HAND AND HE WILL HEAL YOU, AND JOY AND DELIVERANCE WILL BE TO YOU, FOR HE IS THE SAVIOR OF ALL THE WORLD, AND OF ALL WHO TRUST IN HIM.” “PLACE YOUR HANDS UPON THE CHILD!” OUR LADY SAINT MARY BID HER. SO, SHE QUICKLY APPROACHED THE INFANT AND ADORED HIM, SAYING, “I WILL TRULY WORSHIP THIS CHILD, FOR AN ILLUSTRIOUS KING HAS BEEN BORN TO ISRAEL!” THEN SALOME TOUCHED THE HEM OF HIS SWADDLING CLOTHES AND IMMEDIATELY HER HAND WAS HEALED, AND SHE WAS RESTORED AS SHE HAD IMPLORED. AND UPON HER RESTORATION, SHE GOT UP TO LEAVE, TESTIFYING ALONG THE WAY, “FROM THIS DAY FORWARD, I WILL SERVE THIS CHILD AND CARE FOR HIM!” AND AS SHE WAS LEAVING THE CAVE, SHE STARTED CRYING OUT AND PROCLAIMING THE MARVELOUS THINGS THAT SHE HAD SEEN--THE WAY THAT SHE HAD SUFFERED AND THE HEALING THAT SHE HAD RECEIVED--AND GREAT NUMBERS WERE PERSUADED BY HER TESTIMONY. NOW BEHOLD, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD CRIED OUT TO HER, “SALOME! SALOME! LET NO ONE HEAR OF THE WONDERS YOU’VE SEEN UNTIL THIS CHILD ENTERS JERUSALEM!” BUT STORIES ABOUT HIM CIRCULATED WIDELY THROUGHOUT BETHLEHEM. SOME OF THEM CLAIMED, “THE VIRGIN MARY HAS BROUGHT FORTH BEFORE EVEN TWO MONTHS OF MARRIAGE.” MANY OTHERS CONTENDED, “MARY DID NOT REALLY GIVE BIRTH; THE MIDWIFE NEVER WENT UP, AND WE HEARD NO CRIES OR ANGUISH OF BIRTH.” ALL OF THEM WERE BLIND TO HIM; EVERYBODY KNEW OF HIM, BUT THEY DID NOT KNOW WHERE HE CAME FROM. JOSEPH THEN (WENT AND) ENTERED HIS NAME INTO THE REGISTER; FOR MARY’S HUSBAND WAS A SON OF DAVID, FROM THE TRIBE OF JUDAH. SO, IT HAPPENED THAT MY MOTHER, THE VIRGIN MARY, BROUGHT ME FORTH IN BETHLEHEM; IN A CAVE NEAR TO THE TOMB OF RACHEL, THE WIFE OF JACOB THE PATRIARCH, AND THE MOTHER OF JOSEPH AND BENJAMIN. SHE BECAME A GRACIOUS MOTHER, AND IT WAS NOT WITHOUT REASON THAT HER LABOR AND HER CHILDBIRTH WERE FREE FROM ANGUISH; FOR SHE DID NOT SEEK AFTER A MIDWIFE BECAUSE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] USED HER AS A CONDUIT OF LIFE ITSELF. SHE, DRIVEN BY HER INTENSE DETERMINATION, GAVE BIRTH MANFULLY, AND HER CHILDBIRTH CAME ABOUT PRECISELY AS IT HAD BEEN FORETOLD, AND WAS AFFECTED BY AN EXTREME POWER. AND IN HER LOVE WAS DELIVERANCE, IN HER GUARDIANSHIP 51 WAS BENEVOLENCE, AND IN HER DECLARATION WAS GRANDEUR. THE SHEPHERDS VISIT (LUKE 2:8-20; ARIN 1:2,3,19-21; PSMT 13; SBOR 8:477-479) THE CAVE, BETWEEN JERUSALEM AND BETHLEHEM THE NEWLY BORN INFANT WAS REVEALED TO THOSE WHO ARE OBEDIENT TO GOD: DRIVERS OF CATTLE, HERDERS OF GOATS, AND SHEPHERDS OF SHEEP. THERE WERE SHEPHERDS STAYING OVERNIGHT IN A NEARBY PLACE KEEPING WATCH OVER THEIR FLOCKS IN THE FIELD. AN ANGEL OF THE LORD (CAME AND) STOOD NEAR TO THEM, AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD SHONE ALL AROUND THEM, AND ALL OF THEM WERE TAKEN WITH FEAR. “DO NOT BE AFRAID,” THE ANGEL REASSURED THEM, “FOR BEHOLD, I AM BRINGING YOU GREAT NEWS OF UNBOUNDED JOY THAT EVERYONE WILL COME TO KNOW: FOR THIS VERY DAY, IN THE CITY OF DAVID, A SAVIOR HAS INDEED BEEN BORN, THE ANOINTED LORD. AND THIS WILL BE A SIGN FOR YOU: YOU WILL FIND A BABY LYING IN A MANGER, ALL BOUND UP IN SWADDLING CLOTHES.” AND SUDDENLY, A VAST ARRAY OF THE HEAVENLY HOST APPEARED TO THEM AND JOINED THE ANGEL WHO WAS PRAISING GOD, SAYING, “GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND PEACE ON EARTH TO MEN WHO PLEASE HIM.” THEN THE ANGELS ROSE UP FROM THEIR MIDST AND INTO THE SKY, AND THE SHEPHERDS SAID TO ONE ANOTHER, “LET US ALL MAKE OUR WAY TO BETHLEHEM THIS VERY INSTANT AND SEE WHAT THE LORD HAS REVEALED TO US.” THEY HURRIED THERE AND FOUND MARY WITH JOSEPH, AND THE BABY LYING IN THE MANGER. AND AFTER THE SHEPHERDS HAD SEEN IT, THEY WENT INSIDE, LIT A FIRE (AND) MADE KNOWN THE WORDS THAT WERE SPOKEN TO THEM ABOUT THIS CHILD, AND ALSO ABOUT THE ANGELS THEY HAD SEEN AT MIDNIGHT, PRAISING AND WORSHIPPING THE GOD OF HEAVEN AND PROCLAIMING, “THE ANOINTED LORD AND SAVIOR TO ALL, HAS BEEN BORN TO US. THROUGH HIM WILL DELIVERANCE BE RESTORED TO ISRAEL.” ALL WERE CELEBRATING IN DELIGHT. JUST THEN, THE ENTIRE ARRAY OF THE HEAVENLY HOST APPEARED TO THEM, PRAISING AND WORSHIPPING THE GOD OF PERFECTION. AND SINCE THE SHEPHERDS WERE DOING THE SAME BY THEN, THE CAVE CAME TO RESEMBLE A GLORIOUS TEMPLE, FOR THE TONGUES OF MEN AND ANGELS JOINED TO WORSHIP AND GIVE PRAISE TO GOD FOR THE BIRTH OF CHRIST THE LORD. WHEN THE ELDERLY JEWISH WOMAN SAW ALL OF THESE EVIDENT MIRACLES, SHE ALSO GAVE GOD PRAISE AND SAID, “OH GOD OF ISRAEL, I THANK YOU FOR GRANTING THAT MY EYES SHOULD SEE THE BIRTH OF THE SAVIOR OF THE 52 WORLD!” AND ALL WHO HEARD THE SHEPHERDS SPEAK MARVELED AT THE THINGS THEY SAID. BUT MARY COMMITTED THEIR WORDS TO MEMORY AND PONDERED THEM WITHIN HER HEART. AND AS THE SHEPHERDS WERE RETURNING, THEY EXALTED GOD AND GAVE HIM PRAISE, FOR ALL THAT THEY HAD SEEN AND HEARD CAME TO PASS AS THEY WERE TOLD. AND A POWERFUL STAR, LARGER THAN ANY OTHER SEEN SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN, BEAMED OVER THE CAVE FROM DUSK UNTIL DAWN. THE JERUSALEM PROPHETS, MOREOVER, AFFIRMED THAT THIS STAR WAS THE SIGN OF THE BIRTH OF THE CHRIST; THE ONE DESTINED TO RESTORE THE COVENANT NOT ONLY TO ISRAEL, BUT ALSO TO THE OTHER NATIONS. AND BETHLEHEM WAS PROCLAIMED TO BE THE PROVIDENTIAL BIRTHPLACE OF THE WORD. JESUS’ CIRCUMCISION (PSMT 14,15; ARIN 2:1-4; LUKE 2:7, 21) A STABLE; BETHLEHEM; THE CAVE THREE DAYS AFTER THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, MARY VENTURED OUT OF THE CAVE. NOW BECAUSE THERE WAS NO ROOM FOR THEM AT THE INN, SHE ENTERED INTO A STABLE (AND) LAID THE CHILD IN A MANGER, WHERE AN OX AND A DONKEY WORSHIPED HIM. IT WAS THEN THAT THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH, “THE OX KNOWS HIS OWNER, AND THE DONKEY HIS MASTER’S FEEDING TROUGH,” HAD THEIR FULFILLMENT. SO, WITHOUT CEASING DID THE ANIMALS, THE OX AND THE DONKEY, WORSHIP HIM WHO WAS IN THEIR MIDST. THEN THE WORDS THAT WERE SPOKEN BY THE PROPHET HABAKKUK, “YOU ARE REVEALED BETWEEN THE TWO CREATURES,” WERE FULFILLED. FOR THREE DAYS JOSEPH STAYED IN THE SAME PLACE WITH MARY, AND ON THE SIXTH, THEY TRAVELED ON TO BETHLEHEM AND KEPT THE SABBATH THERE. AND WHEN THE TIME CAME FOR HIM TO BE CIRCUMCISED, THAT IS, THE EIGHTH DAY--UPON WHICH THE LAW DICTATES THAT A CHILD MUST BE CIRCUMCISED, THEY PERFORMED IT IN THE CAVE. THEY NAMED HIM JESUS, WHICH WAS WHAT THE ANGEL HAD CALLED HIM PRIOR TO HIS CONCEPTION IN THE WOMB. AND AFTER THE CHILD HAD UNDERGONE PARHITHOMUS, OR CIRCUMCISION, THE ELDERLY JEWISH WOMAN TOOK THE FORESKIN AND UMBILICAL CORD AND PRESERVED THEM IN AN ALABASTER JAR FILLED WITH AGED SPIKENARD. HER SON HAPPENED TO BE A PHARMACIST, SO SHE CAUTIONED HIM, “BE CAREFUL NOT TO SELL THIS ALABASTER JAR OF NARD-OIL, EVEN IF SOMEONE SHOULD OFFER YOU THREE HUNDRED DENARII FOR IT.” THIS SAME 53 ALABASTER JAR WAS LATER PROCURED BY MARY THE SINNER, WHO POURED IT OVER THE HEAD AND FEET OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND WIPED IT OFF WITH THE HAIR OF HER HEAD. MARY TAKES JESUS TO HER FAMILY; THE PRESENTATION (LUKE 2:22-39; ARIN 2:4-10; ASIS 11:15,16B,17B; PSMT 15; QUR 19:27-33, 43:63) JERUSALEM WHEN MARY’S PERIOD OF PURIFICATION AS REQUIRED BY THE MOSAIC LAW HAD PASSED, JOSEPH (AND MARY) TOOK HIM TO JERUSALEM TO PRESENT HIM TO THE LORD. MARY CAME BEARING HIM TO HER FAMILY. “MARY,” THEY SAID, “THIS IS AN ASTONISHING THING. SISTER OF AARON, YOUR FATHER WAS NEVER A WHOREMONGER, NOR EVER WAS YOUR MOTHER A HARLOT.” SHE GESTURED TO THEM AND POINTED TO THE BABE. “HOW ARE WE TO SPEAK WITH AN INFANT IN A CRADLE?” THEY QUESTIONED HER. THEN JESUS SPOKE RIGHT UP AND SAID, “I AM GOD’S SERVANT. HE HAS PLACED THE BOOK INTO MY HANDS AND DECREED MY PROPHETHOOD. I HAVE COME TO CONFER WISDOM UPON YOU, AND TO MAKE PLAIN MANY OF THE ISSUES THAT CURRENTLY DIVIDE YOU. HIS GOODNESS FOLLOWS ME WHEREVER I GO. HE HAS INSTRUCTED ME TO PRAY CONTINUOUSLY AND TO GIVE ALMS TO THE POOR MY WHOLE LIFE LONG. HE HAS ENCOURAGED ME TO HONOR MY MOTHER, AND HAS DRIVEN EVIL AND FOOLISHNESS FAR FROM ME. I WAS BLESSED ON THE DAY OF MY BIRTH, AND WILL BE BLESSED ON THE DAY OF MY DEATH, AND MAY PEACE REST ON ME ON THE DAY OF MY RESURRECTION. HONOR GOD BY OBEYING ME. GOD IS BOTH MY MASTER AND YOURS, SO DO ALL THINGS FOR HIS SAKE, FOR THIS PATH IS TRULY STRAIGHT.” AND TEN DAYS LATER, FORTY DAYS AFTER HIS BIRTH, THEY PRESENTED HIM BEFORE THE LORD IN HIS TEMPLE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHAT’S WRITTEN IN THE LAW OF THE LORD, “EVERY MALE THAT PASSES THROUGH THE WOMB MUST BE GIVEN TO THE LORD.” THEY ALSO OFFERED UP A SACRIFICE IN KEEPING WITH THE LAW OF THE LORD: “A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES, OR TWO YOUNG PIGEONS.” NOW BEHOLD, IN THE JERUSALEM TEMPLE THERE WAS THIS RIGHTEOUS AND RELIGIOUS MAN NAMED SIMEON WHO WAS ONE HUNDRED AND TWELVE YEARS OLD. HE WAS ANTICIPATING THE CONSOLATION OF ISRAEL, AND THE DIVINE INSPIRATION WAS UPON HIM. AND THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED TO HIM THE LORD’S RESPONSE--THAT HE WOULD NOT DIE BEFORE HAVING SEEN THE LORD’S 54 MESSIAH, THE SON OF GOD, ALIVE AND IN THE FLESH. SIMEON ENTERED INTO THE TEMPLE COMPLETELY INSPIRED, AND THE PARENTS OF THE INFANT JESUS BROUGHT HIM IN WITH THEM, SO THAT THEY COULD DO TO HIM AS THE LAW DIRECTS. AND AT THAT MOMENT--WHEN HIS MOTHER, SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, CRADLED HIM IN HER ARMS--THE ELDERLY SIMEON OVERFLOWED WITH BOUNDLESS JOY, FOR HE SAW THE BOY AS A GLORIOUS BEAM OF LIGHT. AND THE ANGELS WORSHIPED HIM, SURROUNDING HIM AS GUARDIANS AROUND THEIR KING. AND AS SOON AS SIMEON SAW THE CHILD, HE CRIED ALOUD, “GOD HAS COME TO VISIT HIS PEOPLE, AND THE LORD HAS BROUGHT HIS WORD TO PASS.” THEN SIMEON HURRIED OVER TO SAINT MARY, STRETCHED OUT HIS HANDS TO HER AND TOOK JESUS INTO HIS ARMS. AFTER TAKING JESUS INTO HIS ROBE, SIMEON KISSED HIS FEET, WORSHIPED HIM, AND PAID HIS RESPECTS TO GOD, SAYING, “LORD, LET YOUR SERVANT GO IN PEACE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH YOUR WORD; FOR THESE EYES OF MINE HAVE SEEN YOUR DELIVERANCE WHICH YOU HAVE READIED IN THE SIGHT OF ALL: TO UNCOVER A LIGHT FOR THE GENTILES AND THE GLORIFICATION OF YOUR PEOPLE ISRAEL.” HIS FATHER AND MOTHER WERE AMAZED BY THE THINGS THAT WERE SAID OF HIM. AND SIMEON BLESSED THEM AND PROPHESIED TO HIS MOTHER MARY, “BEHOLD, THIS CHILD IS SET FOR THE FALLING AND RISING OF MANY IN ISRAEL, AND AS A SIGN THAT’S SPOKEN AGAINST. AND YOUR SOUL WILL BE PIERCED BY THE SWORD, SO, AS TO EXPOSE THE THOUGHTS OF MANY HEARTS.” AND THERE WAS ALSO IN THE TEMPLE A CERTAIN PROPHETESS BY THE NAME OF ANNA, THE DAUGHTER OF PHANUEL, WHO WAS OF THE TRIBE OF ASHER. SHE MARRIED AS A VIRGIN AND LIVED WITH HER HUSBAND FOR SEVEN YEARS BEFORE BEING WIDOWED, THEN LIVED EIGHTY-FOUR YEARS MORE IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD, FASTING AND WORSHIPPING DAY AND NIGHT WITHOUT EVER LEAVING. AND AT THAT MOMENT, SHE CAME UP TO THEM AND OFFERED HER THANKS AND PRAISES TO GOD. ANNA ALSO WORSHIPED THE BOY AND CAME TO SHARE IN MARY’S JOY, SAYING TO THOSE WHO WERE THERE AND AWAITING THE DELIVERANCE OF ISRAEL ALL ABOUT HIM, “IN HIM LIES THE REDEMPTION OF THE 55, WORLD.” AND AFTER COMPLETING ALL THAT WAS REQUIRED BY THE LAW OF THE LORD, THEY SET OUT FOR NAZARETH IN GALILEE. WHILE IN NAZARETH HE NURSED AT THE BREAST OF HIS MOTHER AS ANY OTHER INFANT WOULD, SO THAT HE MIGHT REMAIN CONCEALED. AND THIS WAS HIDDEN FROM THE HEAVENLY REALMS, AND THE ‘GODS’ AND RULERS OF THIS EARTH. JESUS’ GENEALOGY (MATT 1:1-17) MATTHEW’S VERSION THE ACCOUNT OF THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS, THE CHRIST--THE ‘SON’ OF DAVID AND OF ABRAHAM: ABRAHAM FATHERED ISAAC, ISAAC FATHERED JACOB, AND JACOB FATHERED JUDAH AND HIS SIBLINGS. JUDAH FATHERED PEREZ AND ZERAH THROUGH TAMAR, PEREZ FATHERED HEZRON, HEZRON FATHERED RAM, RAM FATHERED AMMINADAB, AMMINADAB FATHERED NAHSHON, NAHSHON FATHERED SALMON, SALMON FATHERED BOAZ THROUGH RAHAB, BOAZ FATHERED OBED THROUGH RUTH, OBED FATHERED JESSE, AND JESSE FATHERED KING DAVID. DAVID FATHERED SOLOMON THROUGH HER WHO HAD BEEN URIAH’S WIFE, SOLOMON FATHERED REHOBOAM, REHOBOAM FATHERED ABIJAH, ABIJAH FATHERED ASA, ASA FATHERED JEHOSHAPHAT, JEHOSHAPHAT FATHERED JEHORAM, JEHORAM FATHERED UZZIAH, UZZIAH FATHERED JOTHAM, JOTHAM FATHERED AHAZ, AHAZ FATHERED HEZEKIAH, HEZEKIAH FATHERED MANASSEH, MANASSEH FATHERED AMON, AMON FATHERED JOSIAH, AND JOSIAH FATHERED JECONIAH AND HIS BROTHERS AT THE TIME OF THE BABYLONIAN EXILE. AFTER THE EXILE INTO BABYLON, JECONIAH FATHERED SHEALTIEL, SHEALTIEL FATHERED ZERUBBABEL, ZERUBBABEL FATHERED ABIUD, ABIUD FATHERED ELIAKIM, ELIAKIM FATHERED AZOR, AZOR FATHERED ZADOK, ZADOK FATHERED AKIM, AKIM FATHERED ELIUD, ELIUD FATHERED ELEAZAR, ELEAZAR FATHERED MATTHAN, MATTHAN FATHERED JACOB, AND JACOB FATHERED JOSEPH, WHO WAS HUSBAND TO MARY, WHO BROUGHT FORTH JESUS, THE ONE WHO IS CALLED THE CHRIST. SO, IT CAME ABOUT THAT FOURTEEN GENERATIONS PASSED BETWEEN ABRAHAM AND DAVID, FOURTEEN GENERATIONS PASSED BETWEEN DAVID AND THE BABYLONIAN EXILE, AND FOURTEEN GENERATIONS PASSED BETWEEN THE EXILE INTO BABYLON AND THE CHRIST. 56 THE MAJI VISIT (MATT 2:1-12; ARIN 3:1-10; PEV 21:1-4; PSMT 16,17; HJC 8; LJB PT.8) JERUSALEM; BETHLEHEM NOW MORE THAN TWO YEARS AFTER JESUS HAD BEEN BORN IN BETHLEHEM, DURING THE REIGN OF HEROD THE KING, JOSEPH WAS READY TO TRAVEL ON TO JUDEA. AT THAT TIME, THERE WAS A GREAT DISTURBANCE TAKING PLACE IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDAH OVER SOME MAGI WHO HAD COME FROM THE EAST BRINGING MARVELOUS GIFTS TO JERUSALEM, IN KEEPING WITH THE PROPHECY OF ZOROASTER. “WHERE,” THEY WERE ASKING, “IS THE KING OF THE JEWS WHO HAS BEEN BORN TO YOU? WE HAVE SEEN HIS STAR IN THE EAST AND HAVE COME TO WORSHIP HIM.” BUT SATAN WENT AND INFORMED HEROD THE GREAT, FATHER OF ARCHELAUS, ABOUT THESE THINGS. NOW WHEN KING HEROD CAUGHT WIND OF IT, HE WAS DISTURBED BY ALL THAT HE HAD LEARNED OF THE MAGI, AND ALL OF JERUSALEM LIKEWISE, SEEING THAT THE YOUNGSTER WAS THE KING OF THE JEWS. AND HE WANTED TO KILL HIM THAT VERY INSTANT. SO, SHAKEN WAS HE, AS A MATTER OF FACT, THAT HE ASSEMBLED ALL OF THE SCRIBES, PHARISEES, CHIEF PRIESTS, AND TEACHERS OF THE LAW FROM AMONG THE PEOPLE AND ASKED THEM WHERE THE PROPHETS HAD FORETOLD THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE MESSIAH WOULD BE. “WHAT IS WRITTEN ABOUT THIS MESSIAH?” HE INQUIRED. “WHERE IS HE SUPPOSED TO BE BORN?” “IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDAH,” THEY ANSWERED HIM, “FOR THIS IS HOW THE PROPHET WORDED IT: ‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, OF JUDAH’S LAND, ARE IN NO WAY LEAST AMONG THE PRINCES OF JUDAH; FOR A LEADER WILL ARISE FROM YOU WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.’” THEN KING HEROD DISMISSED THEM ALL AND SECRETLY SUMMONED THE MAGI TO HIMSELF, ASKING, “WHAT WAS THIS SIGN THAT YOU SAW THAT SHOWED THAT A KING HAD JUST BEEN BORN?” “WE SAW HOW A STAR OUTSHONE ALL OF THESE OTHERS,” THE MAGI ANSWERED, “DIMMING THEM INEXPRESSIBLY, SUCH THAT THESE STARS NO LONGER GAVE LIGHT. THIS IS HOW WE CAME TO KNOW THAT A KING HAD BEEN BORN UNTO ISRAEL. WE HAVE COME TO WORSHIP HIM.” HEROD ASKED THEM THE TIME OF THE STAR’S APPEARANCE TO THEM, AND LEARNED FROM THEM THE PRECISE TIME THAT THE STAR HAD APPEARED. THEN HE SENT THEM OFF TO BETHLEHEM WITH THESE WORDS: “GO RIGHT NOW AND 57 INVESTIGATE! UNCOVER EVERY DETAIL HAVING TO DO WITH THIS CHILD, AND AFTER YOU HAVE TRACKED HIM DOWN, BRING ME A REPORT, THAT I MIGHT COME AND WORSHIP HIM TOO.” AND HEARING THE KING, THEY WENT THEIR WAY. AND BEHOLD, THE STAR THAT THEY HAD SEEN BACK EAST, GUIDED THEM, GOING BEFORE THEM UNTIL THEY ARRIVED AT THE CAVE WHERE THE CHILD WAS. AND WHEN THE MAGI SAW THE STAR, THEY REJOICED IN INEXPRESSIBLE DELIGHT. AND IT CAME TO REST OVER THE HEAD OF THE CAVE. THEY WENT INSIDE AND SAW THE CHILD SEATED ON THE LAP OF HIS MOTHER MARY, AND THEY PROSTRATED THEMSELVES IN WORSHIP. THEN THEY OPENED THE TREASURES THEY HAD BROUGHT TO THEM AND PRESENTED THE HOLY MARY AND JOSEPH WITH GENEROUS OFFERINGS. EACH OF THEM OFFERED THE CHILD GIFTS (AND) GOLD; ONE GAVE HIM GOLD, ANOTHER FRANKINCENSE, AND A THIRD ONE GAVE HIM MYRRH. AND RATHER THAN PRONOUNCING A BLESSING UPON THEM, OUR LADY MARY TOOK ONE OF THE SWADDLING CLOTHS THAT THE YOUNG CHILD WAS WRAPPED-UP IN AND OFFERED IT TO THEM, WHICH THEY ACCEPTED FROM HER AS A GLORIOUS GIFT. AND WHEN THEY WOULD HAVE GONE BACK TO KING HEROD, EVEN AS THEY SLEPT, GOD (SENT) AN ANGEL TO WARN THEM IN A DREAM NOT TO RETURN, SO THEY SET OUT FOR THEIR NATIVE LAND BY ANOTHER ROUTE. SOON AN ANGEL APPEARED TO THEM IN THE SEMBLANCE OF THE STAR WHICH HAD GUIDED THEM ON THEIR WAY BEFORE; AND THEY FOLLOWED THE LIGHT THEREOF UNTIL THEY CAME INTO THEIR OWN LAND. AND UPON THEIR ARRIVAL, KINGS AND PRINCES CAME UP TO THEM AND POSED ALL MANNER OF QUESTIONS TO THEM, SUCH AS, “WHAT DID YOU DO?” AND, “WHAT DID YOU SEE?” AND, “WHAT WAS YOUR TRIP LIKE?” AND, “WHO DID YOU MEET ALONG THE WAY?” BUT THEY HANDED THEM THE SWADDLING CLOTH THAT SAINT MARY HAD GIVEN THEM AND HELD A BANQUET IN ITS HONOR. THEN THEY LIT A FIRE, WHICH THEY WORSHIPED ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THEIR NATION. THEN THEY CAST THE SWADDLING CLOTH INTO THE FLAMES, WHICH RECEIVED AND PRESERVED IT. AFTER THE FIRE HAD BEEN PUT OUT, THEY PULLED IT FROM THE ASHES UNHARMED, JUST AS THOUGH THE FLAMES HAD NEVER TOUCHED IT. THEN THEY STARTED KISSING THE CLOTH, PLACING IT OVER THEIR HEADS AND EYES. “WITHOUT QUESTION,” THEY AFFIRMED, “THE TRUTH OF THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DOUBT, AND IT IS TRULY ASTONISHING THAT THE FIRE WAS POWERLESS TO CHAR IT, MUCH LESS TO DEVOUR IT.” THEN, WITH THE UTMOST OF 58 REGARD, THEY TOOK THE CLOTH AND TREASURED IT ALONGSIDE THEIR OTHER HALLOWED POSSESSIONS. JOSEPH’S WARNING (MATT 2:13-15; ARIN 4:1-4; PEV 22:2; INTHL 1A; LJB PT.8) JERUSALEM; THE CAVE; THE ROAD TO EGYPT HEROD BEGAN TO RECOGNIZE THAT THE MAGI HAD BEEN AWAY TOO LONG, AND WERE NOT ABOUT TO RETURN TO HIM, SO HE CALLED FOR ALL THE PRIESTS AND SAGES. “TELL ME,” HE (AGAIN) PRODDED, “WHERE IS THE CHRIST SUPPOSED TO BE BORN?” “IN THE JUDEAN TOWN OF BETHLEHEM,” THEY ANSWERED HIM; WHEREUPON HE BEGAN TO PLOT IN HIS MIND THE DEATH OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. NOW THIS WAS THE SAME HEROD WHO CALLED FOR THE BEHEADING OF MY FRIEND AND KINSMAN JOHN. AND HE LIKEWISE SOUGHT ME OUT, IMAGINING THAT MINE WOULD BE AN EARTHLY KINGDOM. NOW BEHOLD, AFTER THE DEPARTURE OF THE MAGI, THE DAY BEFORE THESE THINGS TOOK PLACE, THE LORD’S ANGEL APPEARED IN THAT PIOUS OLD MAN JOSEPH’S DREAM (AND) WARNED HIM AS HE SLEPT, SAYING, “GET UP! TAKE THE YOUNG BOY AND HIS MOTHER, MARY, AND AS SOON AS THE ROOSTER CROWS ESCAPE FROM THOSE WHO SEEK TO SLAY HIM THROUGH THE DESERT AND INTO EGYPT. WAIT THERE UNTIL I SAY OTHERWISE, FOR HEROD IS GOING TO TRY TO HUNT DOWN AND MURDER THE YOUNG CHILD.” NOW WHEN MARY HEARD THAT THE BABIES WERE ABOUT TO BE KILLED, SHE GREW TERRIFIED, TOOK THE BOY, WRAPPED HIM UP IN THE SWADDLING CLOTH, AND PLACED HIM INTO AN OX’S FEEDING TROUGH. AND THAT NIGHT JOSEPH ROSE UP, AND AS HE WAS PLANNING HIS TRIP, DAWN STARTED TO BREAK. HE THEN TOOK ME, THE YOUNG BOY AND MY MOTHER MARY BY NIGHT AND SET OFF FOR EGYPT AS THE ANGEL HAD COMMANDED HIM, AND I RESTED IN HER BOSOM. HE STAYED IN EGYPT UNTIL AFTER THE DEATH OF HEROD THAT WHAT THE LORD HAD SPOKEN THROUGH THE PROPHET, “OUT OF EGYPT I HAVE CALLED MY SON,” MIGHT BE FULFILLED. THE SLAUGHTER OF THE INNOCENTS AND THE MURDER OF ZECHARIAH (MATT 2:16-18; PEV 22:1,3-24:1; PSMT 17; LJB PT.9) BETHLEHEM NOW WHEN IT WAS CLEAR TO HEROD THAT THE MAGI HAD MOCKED HIM, HE WAS ENRAGED. AND WISHING TO TAKE AND MURDER THEM, HEROD ORDERED HIS EXECUTIONERS TO TRAVEL DOWN EVERY ROAD, BUT HE COULD NOT TRACK 59 THEM DOWN. THEN HEROD SOUGHT AFTER THE MASTER IN ORDER TO PUT AN END TO HIM, BUT HE COULD NOT FIND HIM. HE THEREFORE SENT HIS EXECUTIONERS TO BETHLEHEM AND ITS SURROUNDINGS, AND STARTED PUTTING THE CHILDREN TO DEATH. (AND AS) HEROD (HAD) COMMANDED, (THEY) SLAUGHTERED EVERY MALE CHILD AGE TWO AND UNDER, ACCORDING TO THE PRECISE TIME GIVEN TO HIM BY THE MAGI. IT WAS THEN THAT THE WORD SPOKEN THROUGH THE PROPHET JEREMIAH WAS FULFILLED, “IN RAMAH A VOICE WAS HEARD WAILING IN HORRIBLE ANGUISH. RACHEL WAS WEEPING FOR HER CHILDREN; AND NOTHING COULD CONSOLE HER, FOR THEY NO MORE.” NOW ELIZABETH HEARD THAT THE EXECUTIONERS WERE OUT SEARCHING FOR JOHN, AND FEARING THAT HER SON WOULD BE KILLED WITH THE OTHER CHILDREN, SHE IMMEDIATELY TOOK HIM TO ZECHARIAH IN THE TEMPLE. “OH, MY LORD,” ELIZABETH IMPLORED, “LET US TAKE OUR SON JOHN TO ANOTHER LAND, THAT WE MIGHT SAVE HIM FROM THAT UNBELIEVER HEROD, WHO IS SLAUGHTERING CHILDREN ON ACCOUNT OF JESUS THE CHRIST. MARY AND JOSEPH HAVE ALREADY ESCAPED INTO THE LAND OF EGYPT. LET US GO THIS VERY MOMENT, SO THAT THEY DON’T KILL OUR SON, AND TURN OUR JOY INTO SORROW.” “I MUST NOT ABANDON MY SERVICE IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD,” ZECHARIAH SAID, “ONLY TO ENTER INTO A FOREIGN NATION THAT IS TEEMING WITH IDOL WORSHIPPERS.” “WHAT AM I TO DO THEREFORE,” SHE ASKED HIM, “THAT I MIGHT SAVE MY INFANT SON?” “RISE UP,” THE OLD MAN SAID TO HER, “AND VENTURE FORTH INTO THE WILDERNESS OF ’AIN KARIM. THERE, BY THE WILL OF GOD, YOU WILL FIND REFUGE FOR YOUR SON. IF THEY SHOULD COME HERE SEEKING HIM, THEY WILL SHED MY BLOOD INSTEAD OF HIS.” AND HOW GREAT WAS THEIR SADNESS AT THEIR PARTING! THE FAITHFUL ZECHARIAH TOOK THE CHILD INTO HIS ARMS, BLESSED HIM, KISSED HIM AND LAMENTED: “OH JOHN, MY SON, HOW DEEP IS MY PAIN! OH, GLORY OF MY LATER LIFE! THEY HAVE TAKEN FROM ME THE GLORY OF YOUR FACE, WHICH IS SO VERY FULL OF GRACE.” THEN ZECHARIAH TOOK HIM INTO THE TEMPLE AND BLESSED HIM, SAYING, “MAY GOD GUARD YOU ALONG YOUR PATH.” JUST THEN, GABRIEL, THE HEAD OF ALL ANGELS, CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN AND INTO THEIR MIDST CARRYING A GARMENT AND A LEATHER BELT, AND SAID TO HIM: “ZECHARIAH, TAKE THESE CLOTHES AND PUT THEM ON YOUR SON. 60 GOD IS SENDING THEM DOWN FROM HEAVEN. THIS CLOTHING BELONGS TO ELIJAH, AND THIS BELT IS OF ELISHA.” SO, THE BLESSED ZECHARIAH ACCEPTED THEM FROM THE ANGEL, PRAYED OVER THEM AND PRESENTED THEM TO HIS SON, BINDING ON HIM WITH THE LEATHER BELT THE GARMENT OF CAMEL’S HAIR. THEN HE TOOK HIM BACK TO HIS MOTHER AND INSTRUCTED HER: “TAKE HIM OUT INTO THE DESERT, FOR THE HAND OF THE LORD IS UPON HIM. I HAVE COME TO LEARN FROM GOD THAT HE IS TO REMAIN IN THE WILDERNESS UNTIL THE DAY THAT HE’S REVEALED TO ISRAEL.” THEN, WITH WEEPING, THE BLESSED ELIZABETH TOOK THE CHILD; AND ZECHARIAH, ALSO WEEPING, SAID TO HIM, “I KNOW THAT I WILL NEVER AGAIN LOOK ON YOU WITH THESE EYES OF FLESH. GO IN PEACE AND BE LED BY GOD.” THEN ELIZABETH WALKED AWAY WITH HER LITTLE BOY. AFTER THIS, SHE TOOK JOHN AND FLED INTO THE HILLS WITH HIM. SHE LOOKED LEFT AND RIGHT FOR A PLACE TO CONCEAL HIM, BUT THERE WAS NOWHERE FOR HIM TO BE HID. “MOUNTAIN OF GOD,” ELIZABETH WAILED, “ACCEPT A MOTHER AND HER CHILD.” NOW BECAUSE ELIZABETH WAS UNABLE TO CLIMB, THE MOUNTAIN SUDDENLY SPLIT DOWN THE MIDDLE AND RECEIVED HER. A LIGHT WAS THERE TO SHOW THE WAY, FOR AN ANGEL OF THE LORD TRAVELED WITH THEM AND LOOKED AFTER THEM, AND THEY ENTERED INTO THE WILDERNESS OF ’AIN KARIM, WHERE SHE REMAINED WITH HIM. AND SO, IT HAPPENED THAT WHEN KING HEROD SENT TROOPS TO JERUSALEM TO SLAUGHTER THE CHILDREN, THE EXECUTIONERS CAME AND STARTED PUTTING THEM TO DEATH UNTIL SUNSET. THIS ALL HAPPENED ON SEPTEMBER SEVENTH. HEROD SENT OFFICERS TO ZECHARIAH IN AN EFFORT TO TRACK DOWN JOHN. “ZECHARIAH,” THEY DEMANDED, “TELL US WHERE YOU’VE HIDDEN YOUR SON?” “I AM THE SERVANT OF GOD,” HE REPLIED, “HERE AT WORK IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. I HAVE NO IDEA WHERE MY CHILD COULD BE.” THE SERVANTS THEN LEFT AND PASSED THESE THINGS ON TO HEROD, WHEREUPON HE SEETHED AND RAGED, “HIS SON IS TO REIGN AS KING OVER ISRAEL!” AGAIN, HE SENT INQUIRY TO HIM, “WHERE IS YOUR SON? YOU HAD BETTER OWN UP, BECAUSE AS YOU WELL KNOW, YOUR VERY LIFE IS IN MY HANDS!” AND THE AGENTS WENT AND APPRISED HIM OF THIS. “I AM INDEED A MARTYR OF GOD,” ZECHARIAH SAID. “SPILL MY BLOOD, BUT THE LORD HIMSELF WILL TAKE MY SPIRIT, FOR YOU ARE SHEDDING THE BLOOD OF AN INNOCENT MAN AT THE VERY THRESHOLD OF THE LORD’S TEMPLE.” AND AS THEY WERE ON THEIR WAY BACK TO THEIR KING, BEHOLD, SATAN APPROACHED THEM AND ASKED: “HOW CAN IT BE THAT YOU 61 HAVE LEFT THE SON OF ZECHARIAH WITHOUT KILLING HIM? HE IS HIDDEN AWAY IN THE TEMPLE WITH HIS FATHER. DO NOT SPARE HIM, BUT KILL HIM INSTEAD, THAT THE KING MAY NOT BE ENRAGED WITH YOU. RETURN FOR HIM, AND SHOULD YOU FAIL TO FIND THE SON, KILL THE FATHER IN HIS STEAD.” THE OFFICERS DID AS SATAN HAD SAID, AND RETURNED TO THE TEMPLE EARLY IN THE MORNING, WHERE THEY CAME ACROSS ZECHARIAH, WHO WAS STANDING IN HIS SERVICE TO THE LORD. “WHERE,” THEY DEMANDED, “IS YOUR SON? YOU ARE HIDING HIM IN HERE SOMEWHERE!” AND ZECHARIAH REPLIED: “THERE IS NO CHILD IN THIS TEMPLE.” “YOU MOST CERTAINLY ARE HIDING HIM HERE,” THEY INSISTED. “YOU ARE SHIELDING HIM FROM THE KING.” “OH, YOU MOST MERCILESS FIENDS!” ZECHARIAH SAID. “YOUR KING LAPS UP BLOOD LIKE A LIONESS! HOW LONG WILL YOU SHED THE BLOOD OF THE INNOCENT?” “BRING OUT YOUR SON,” THEY ANSWERED HIM, “THAT WE MIGHT SLAY HIM. FOR IF YOU SHOULD REFUSE TO DO IT, THEN WE WILL KILL YOU IN HIS STEAD.” THEN THE PROPHET ANSWERED THEM: “AS FOR MY SON, HE HAS FLED INTO THE WILDERNESS WITH HIS MOTHER, AND I HAVE NO IDEA WHERE HE MIGHT BE.” NOW AFTER ZECHARIAH HAD BIDDEN FAREWELL TO ELIZABETH AND HIS SON JOHN, HE BLESSED THE BOY AND MADE HIM A PRIEST. THEN HE HANDED HIM OVER TO HIS MOTHER, AND SHE BID HIM, “PRAY FOR ME, MY BLESSED FATHER, THAT GOD MIGHT MAKE MY WAY BEARABLE IN THE WILDERNESS.” AND HE RESPONDED, “MAY THE ONE WHO CAUSED US TO BRING FORTH OUR CHILD IN OUR OLD AGE, GUIDE YOU BOTH ALONG YOUR WAY.” THEN SHE ACCEPTED THE CHILD AND ENTERED INTO THE WILDERNESS WHERE NOT A SINGLE SOUL RESIDED. (HOW TRULY GREAT AND COMMENDABLE IS YOUR CASE, OH BLESSED ELIZABETH. YOU DID NOT ASK FOR ANYONE TO TRAVEL ALONG WITH YOU, THOUGH YOU KNEW NEITHER OF THE WAY NOR OF ANY PLACE TO HIDE. YOU DID NOT SEEK TO TAKE ANY FOOD OR WATER FOR THE CHILD TO [EAT OR] DRINK. YOU DID NOT DEMAND OF HIS FATHER ZECHARIAH: “TO WHOM ARE YOU SENDING ME IN THIS DESERT REGION?” THE WILDERNESS AT THAT TIME HAD NEITHER A MONASTERY NOR AN ASSEMBLY OF MONKS THAT YOU MIGHT SAY: “I WILL GO AND LIVE AMONG THEM WITH MY SON.” LIKEWISE, WHEN HEROD’S EXECUTIONERS CAME TO [YOU,] ZECHARIAH, DEMANDING, “WHERE IS YOUR NEWBORN SON, THE CHILD OF YOUR OLD AGE?” YOU DID NOT DENY THE TRUTH AND CLAIM: “I DO NOT KNOW OF ANY SUCH CHILD,” BUT IN TRUTH DID YOU RESPOND: “HIS MOTHER FLED WITH HIM INTO THE WILDERNESS.”) NOW AFTER ZECHARIAH HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS TO 62 THE OFFICERS WITH REGARD TO HIS SON, THEY SLEW HIM THERE INSIDE THE TEMPLE. AND ZECHARIAH WAS MURDERED AS THE DAY WAS DAWNING, AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL DID NOT KNOW THAT HE’D BEEN KILLED. BUT AS THE PRIESTS WERE LEAVING AT THE SALUTATION HOUR, ZECHARIAH WAS NOT THERE TO OFFER THE CUSTOMARY BENEDICTION. AND THE PRIESTS STOOD AROUND WAITING FOR ZECHARIAH; TO WELCOME HIM WITH A PRAYER AND OFFER PRAISE TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. BUT WHEN HE DID NOT COME OUT, THEY FEARED THE WORST. EVEN SO, ONE WAS BOLD ENOUGH TO GO INSIDE. HE LOOKED AROUND, AND BESIDE THE ALTAR HE SAW CONGEALED BLOOD. THEN HE HEARD A VOICE THAT SAID, “ZECHARIAH HAS BEEN SLAIN, AND HIS BLOOD WILL NOT BE WIPED CLEAN UNTIL HIS AVENGER COMES.” THESE WORDS TERRIFIED HIM, AND HE LEFT TO INFORM THE OTHER PRIESTS ABOUT WHAT HE HAD SEEN. AND THEY STEELED THEMSELVES TO ENTER THEREIN, AND SAW FIRSTHAND JUST WHAT HAD BEEN DONE. THE FRETWORK OF THE CEILING WAILED, AND THE PRIESTS TORE THEIR ROBES FROM TOP TO BOTTOM. AND THEY FOUND HIS DRIEDUP BLOOD, BUT THEY COULD NOT FIND HIS CORPSE. AND WITH DEEP REGRET THEY WENT OUT AND LET THE PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT THE MURDER OF ZECHARIAH. AND ALL THE TRIBES OF THE PEOPLE HEARD ABOUT IT AND MOURNED FOR HIM. THE PRIESTS THEREFORE PLACED HIS REMAINS IN A SHROUD, AND THEN FOR FEAR OF THE WICKED ONE, LAID IT TO REST IN A HIDDEN BURIAL GROUND NEAR THE BODY OF HIS FATHER BERECHIAH. NOW HIS BLOOD SEETHED UPON THE EARTH FOR FIFTY YEARS, UNTIL TITUS, THE SON OF THE ROMAN EMPEROR VESPASIAN, CAME AND DEMOLISHED JERUSALEM--DESTROYING THE JEWISH PRIESTS FOR SPILLING THE BLOOD OF ZECHARIAH, AS THE LORD HAD HIMSELF DECREED. THEY MOURNED HIM FOR THREE DAYS AND NIGHTS. AFTER THAT, THE PRIESTS ALL GOT TOGETHER TO DETERMINE WHO WAS FIT TO REPLACE HIM, AND BY LOT THEY INSTALLED SIMEON. THIS WAS THE SAME ONE TO WHOM THE HOLY SPIRIT HAD REVEALED THAT HE WOULD NOT SEE DEATH BEFORE HAVING SEEN THE CHRIST IN THE FLESH. {CONCLUSION TO THE PROTEVANGELION OF JAMES} {I, JAMES, PENNED THIS NARRATIVE WHILE YET IN JERUSALEM. AND AT THE TIME THAT THE UPROAR BEGAN, I GOT AWAY INTO THE WILDERNESS UNTIL AFTER THE DEATH OF HEROD, WHEN THE DISTURBANCE IN JERUSALEM HAD DIED DOWN. AND I PRAISE THE LORD GOD, WHO GRACED ME WITH WISDOM ENOUGH TO RECORD AN ACCOUNT SUCH AS THIS TO YOU, SPIRITUAL ONES WHO 63 LOVE GOD, TO HIM BELONG GLORY AND DOMINION FOREVER. MERCY TO ALL WHO WORSHIP OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. MAY HE BE WORSHIPED FOREVERMORE. AMEN.} THE JOURNEY INTO EGYPT (PSMT 18-22; CF. HJC 8; INTHL 1B) BETWEEN BETHLEHEM AND EGYPT AS SOON AS JOSEPH AND MARY CAME TO A CAVE, THEY DECIDED THAT THEY SHOULD REST IN IT, SO MARY CLIMBED DOWN FROM HER MOUNT, SEATED HERSELF, AND PLACED THE BOY JESUS UPON HER LAP. THERE WERE THREE YOUNG MEN WHO TRAVELED WITH JOSEPH, AND ALSO A GIRL NAMED SALOME, WHO TRAVELED WITH MARY. NOW BEHOLD, MANY DRAGONS SUDDENLY CAME THUNDERING OUT OF THE CAVE! AND WHEN THE BOYS CAUGHT SIGHT OF THEM, THEY SHRIEKED IN HORROR. JESUS THEN CAME DOWN FROM HIS MOTHER’S KNEES AND STOOD TO HIS FEET BEFORE THE BEASTS, WHICH WORSHIPED HIM AND WENT THEIR WAY. IT WAS THEN THAT THE WORDS SPOKEN THROUGH THE PROPHET DAVID WERE FULFILLED, “DRAGONS, PRAISE THE LORD--FROM UPON THE EARTH, AND THE DEPTHS OF THE SEAS.” AND THE BOY JESUS ORDERED THEM NOT TO INJURE ANYONE, AND HE TRAVELED ON AHEAD OF THEM. BUT JOSEPH AND MARY WERE VERY CONCERNED THAT THE DRAGONS WOULD DO HARM TO THE LAD. “DO NOT BE AFRAID,” JESUS CONSOLED THEM, “NOR THINK OF ME AS JUST A CHILD, FOR I AM NOW AND HAVE ALWAYS BEEN THE EMBODIMENT OF PERFECTION. NO WOODLAND CREATURE CAN HELP BUT BE GENTLE IN MY PRESENCE.” LIONS AND LEOPARDS WORSHIPED HIM ALSO, WALKING WITH THEM ACROSS THE DESERT, TRAVELING AHEAD OF JOSEPH AND MARY, BOWING THEIR HEADS AND SHOWING THE WAY WHEREVER THEY WOULD GO. THEY WORSHIPED JESUS WITH SINCERE VENERATION, AND WAGGED THEIR TAILS IN SUBMISSION TO HIM. WHEN MARY FIRST SAW ALL OF THE LIONS AND THE LEOPARDS AND THE MANY OTHER WILD ANIMALS THAT WERE THRONGING THEM, SHE BEGAN TO GROW CONCERNED. BUT THE LITTLE BOY JESUS GAZED INTO HIS MOTHER’S EYES WITH THE MOST PLEASING EXPRESSION AND SAID, “MOTHER, DO NOT BE AFRAID, FOR THEY HAVE NOT COME TO HARM YOU IN ANY WAY. MUCH TO THE CONTRARY, THEY ARE EAGER TO ATTEND TO YOU AND ME BOTH.” WITH THIS ASSURANCE HE DISPELLED ALL OF THE FEAR THAT SHE HAD IN HER HEART. THE LIONS CONTINUED TO WALK WITH THEM, INJURING NEITHER THEM, NOR THE OXEN, NOR THE 64 DONKEYS, NOR ANY OF THE PACK ANIMALS THAT WERE CARRYING THEIR PROVISIONS IN THE LEAST. THEY WERE EVEN DOCILE TOWARD THE SHEEP AND THE RAMS THAT THEY HAD BROUGHT FROM JUDEA. THEY WALKED AMONG WOLVES AND NONE OF THEM HAD ANY FEAR, NOR DID A SINGLE ONE, DO HARM TO ANOTHER. THEN WHAT WAS SPOKEN BY THE PROPHET, “WOLVES WILL EAT ALONGSIDE LAMBS, AND LION AND OX WILL EAT HAY WITH ONE ANOTHER,” WAS FULFILLED. TWO OXEN HAULED [THE] WAGON THAT WAS FILLED WITH THEIR PROVISIONS, AND THE LIONS GUIDED THEM ALONG THE WAY. AND ON THE THIRD DAY OF THEIR JOURNEY, AS THEY WERE TRAVELING ALONG, IT HAPPENED THAT THE EXTREME HEAT OF THE DESERT SUN STARTED TO OVERWHELM MARY; SO, WHEN SHE CAUGHT SIGHT OF A PALM TREE, SHE SAID, “JOSEPH, I WOULD LIKE TO REST AWHILE UNDER THE SHADE OF THIS PALM.” JOSEPH PROMPTLY TOOK HER OVER AND HELPED HER GET DOWN FROM HER BEAST. AND AS MARY RESTED THERE, SHE LOOKED INTO ITS CANOPY AND SAW A PROFUSION OF DATE CLUSTERS. “JOSEPH,” SHE SAID, “HOW I LONG TO EAT OF THE FRUIT OF THIS PALM; IF ONLY THERE WERE SOME WAY FOR US TO PICK SOME!” “I’M TRULY SURPRISED THAT YOU’RE SPEAKING THIS WAY,” JOSEPH REPLIED, “EVEN CONSIDERING HOW YOU WOULD LIKE TO EAT THE FRUIT OF THIS TREE WHEN YOU CAN PLAINLY SEE HOW HIGH IT IS! I AM FAR MORE CONCERNED WITH OUR LACK OF WATER, FOR OUR SKINS HAVE BEEN DEPLETED, AND WE DON’T HAVE ENOUGH FOR OURSELVES, MUCH LESS OUR LIVESTOCK.” THEN THE BOY JESUS, LYING IN HIS MOTHER’S LAP WITH AN AMUSED LOOK ON HIS FACE, COMMANDED THE PALM, “LOWER YOUR BRANCHES, OH PALM, AND REFRESH MY MOTHER WITH YOUR FRUIT.” NOW AS SOON AS THE PALM TREE HEARD THESE WORDS, IT IMMEDIATELY BOWED ITS TOP ALL THE WAY DOWN TO MARY’S FEET; AND THEY ATE THEIR FILL OF THE FRUIT THEY HAD PLUCKED. AND AFTER THEY HAD PICKED IT CLEAN IT REMAINED THERE LOWERED, AWAITING THE COMMAND TO STAND FROM THE ONE WHO HAD ORDERED IT TO BEND. “PALM TREE,” CRIED JESUS, “RISE UP NOW AND STRENGTHEN YOURSELF! BECOME LIKE THE TREES IN MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] PARADISE AND CAUSE YOUR ROOTS TO OPEN UP A HIDDEN SPRING, SO THAT WE MIGHT HAVE ENOUGH TO DRINK.” JUST THEN IT STOOD TALL, AND COLD, CRYSTAL CLEAR WATER BEGAN TO GUSH FROM BETWEEN ITS ROOTS. AND WHEN THE PEOPLE WHO WERE THERE SAW THE FOUNTAIN OF WATER, THEY ALL REJOICED AND GAVE THANKS TO GOD. ALL OF THEM THEN DRANK THEIR FILL, AS DID THEIR LIVESTOCK AND THE OTHER BEASTS. 65 THE FOLLOWING DAY AS THEY WERE ON THEIR WAY, AT THE VERY HOUR THAT THEIR JOURNEY BEGAN, JESUS TURNED TO THE PALM AND SAID, “PALM TREE, HERE IS THE BLESSING THAT I WILL GIVE TO YOU: MY ANGELS WILL TAKE OFF ONE OF YOUR BRANCHES AND PLANT IT IN MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] PARADISE. I WILL, MOREOVER, PRESENT YOU WITH THIS MARK OF DISTINCTION: TO ANYONE WHO PREVAILS IN ANY CHALLENGE, IT WILL BE SAID, ‘YOU HAVE RECEIVED THE PALM OF VICTORY.’” AND EVEN AS HE WAS SAYING THESE THINGS, BEHOLD, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO THEM, STOOD ATOP THE PALM, PLUCKED ONE OF ITS BRANCHES OFF, AND FLEW AWAY, BRANCH IN HAND, INTO THE SKY. NOW AFTER THEY HAD TAKEN IT IN, THEY PROSTRATED THEMSELVES AS DEAD. “WHY ARE YOU SO FULL OF FEAR?” HE QUESTIONED THEM. “ARE YOU NOT AWARE THAT THIS PALM, WHICH I HAVE ARRANGED TO BE TRANSPLANTED INTO PARADISE, IS TO BE READIED FOR THE HOLY ONES IN THE PLACE OF BLISS, EVEN AS IT HAS BEEN READIED FOR US TODAY IN THIS DESERT?” AND THEY ROSE UP STRENGTHENED IN THEIR JOY. AFTER THIS, AS THEY JOURNEYED ON, THEIR SADDLE STRAPS BROKE, (AND) JOSEPH SAID TO JESUS, “LORD, WE ARE ALL ABOUT TO BROIL IN THIS HEAT. IF IT SHOULD SEEM GOOD TO YOU, PLEASE ALLOW US TO TRAVEL ALONGSIDE THE SEA, THAT WE MIGHT LODGE IN THE COASTAL TOWNS.” “JOSEPH,” SAID JESUS, “DO NOT FRET; I WILL SHORTEN THE DISTANCE THAT YOU MUST GO, SO THAT WHAT WOULD HAVE REQUIRED THIRTY DAYS TO PASS, YOU WILL COMPLETE THIS VERY DAY.” AND RIGHT AS HE WAS SAYING THIS, BEHOLD, THE MOUNTAINS AND TOWNSHIPS OF EGYPT CAME INTO VIEW JUST AHEAD. AND AFTER JOSEPH HAD LEFT HIS HOME AND WITHDRAWN INTO EGYPT, HE REMAINED THERE FOR AN ENTIRE YEAR, UNTIL THE ANGER OF HEROD HAD DIMINISHED. AND JESUS WAS TWO WHEN HE CAME INTO EGYPT. ARRIVAL IN EGYPT; THE 365 IDOLS TOPPLE (PSMT 22-24; INTHL 1:1C) SOTINEN, GREATER HERMOPOLIS THEY ENTERED JOYFULLY AND EXULTANTLY INTO THE REGION OF HERMOPOLIS. AND AS JESUS WAS WALKING THROUGH A FIELD OF GRAIN, HE REACHED OUT HIS HAND AND GRABBED HOLD OF SOME EARS. AFTER ROASTING THEM UPON A FIRE, HE CRUSHED THEM AND ATE. THEY THEN ENTERED THE EGYPTIAN CITY OF SOTINEN. NOW SINCE THERE WAS NO ONE THERE FROM WHOM THEY KNEW TO SEEK HOSPITALITY, THEY WENT INTO A CERTAIN TEMPLE KNOWN AS THE 66 EGYPTIAN CAPITOL BUILDING. THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE IDOLS HAD BEEN SET UP IN THAT PLACE, EACH RECEIVING RELIGIOUS DEVOTION AND HALLOWED RITUALS ON ITS PARTICULAR DAY. THE EGYPTIANS WHO LIVED IN THAT TOWN WOULD ENTER INTO THE CAPITOL, WHERE THE PRIESTS WOULD TELL THEM HOW MANY SACRIFICES TO OFFER UP THAT DAY, CORRESPONDING TO THE REGARD IN WHICH THE ‘GOD’ WAS HELD. AND IT HAPPENED THAT AS SOON AS MARY TOOK THE YOUNG BOY INTO THE TEMPLE, EVERY IDOL IN THAT PLACE FELL FLAT ON ITS FACE, AND EACH OF THEM WAS LYING THERE FACE DOWN ON THE FLOOR, SMASHED AND DEMOLISHED IN A SHOW OF THEIR POWERLESSNESS. THEN WAS FULFILLED THE WORD OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH: “BEHOLD, THE LORD WILL ENTER EGYPT ON A SWIFT CLOUD, AND ALL THAT THE EGYPTIANS HAVE CRAFTED WILL BE CLEARED AWAY AT HIS COMING.” AND WHEN THAT CITY’S RULER AFFRODOSIUS WAS NOTIFIED, HE AND HIS ENTIRE ARMY MARCHED TOWARD THE TEMPLE. AND WHEN THE TEMPLE PRIESTS CAUGHT SIGHT OF AFFRODOSIUS ENTERING INTO THAT PLACE, IN THE FULL STRENGTH OF HIS MILITARY MIGHT, THEY FELT CERTAIN THAT HE WOULD RETALIATE AGAINST THOSE WHO OVERTHREW THE IDOLS. BUT WHEN HE ENTERED INTO THE TEMPLE AND SAW ALL OF THE GODS LYING THERE FACE DOWN, AFFRODOSIUS WENT UP TO MARY, WHO WAS HOLDING JESUS IN HER ARMS, AND WORSHIPED HIM. THEN HE CONFESSED TO HIS ARMY AND HIS SUPPORTERS, “OUR GODS WOULD NEVER HAVE FALLEN IN HIS PRESENCE, NOR WOULD THEY HAVE REMAINED HERE PROSTRATED BEFORE HIM UNLESS HE WERE GOD OVER OUR GODS; SO EVEN THOUGH THEY CANNOT SPEAK, THEY SILENTLY ACKNOWLEDGE HIS LORDSHIP. IF WE SHOULD FAIL TO DO AS WE SEE OUR OWN GODS DOING, THEN WE ARE ALL IN DANGER OF INFURIATING HIM AND BEING DEVASTATED LIKE PHARAOH, KING OF THE EGYPTIANS, WHO DROWNED WITH HIS WHOLE ARMY IN THE SEA FOR NOT ACKNOWLEDGING SUCH A MASTERFUL AUTHORITY.” THEN EVERYONE IN THAT PLACE PUT THEIR FAITH IN THE LORD GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. JESUS REVIVES A DRIED FISH (INTHL 1) SOTINEN? AND ON ENTERING INTO EGYPT, THEY LIVED FOR A YEAR AS BOARDERS IN A WIDOW’S HOUSE. WHEN JESUS WAS THREE, HE JOINED IN WITH SOME BOYS THAT HE SAW PLAYING. HE PLACED A DRIED-UP FISH INTO A TUB AND SAID, 67 “BREATHE,” AND IT STARTED TO RESPIRE. “RELEASE THE SALT WITHIN YOURSELF,” HE COMMANDED THE FISH, “AND JUMP INTO THE WATER.” AND IT DID AS HE HAD SAID. SEEING, THEN, WHAT HE HAD DONE, THE NEIGHBORS WENT AND INFORMED THE WIDOW WHO WAS HOUSING HIS MOTHER MARY; AND AS SOON AS SHE FOUND OUT ABOUT IT, SHE EVICTED THEM. JESUS INFURIATES A TEACHER (INTHL 2) SOTINEN? AND AS JESUS WAS WALKING THROUGH TOWN WITH HIS MOTHER, HE LOOKED UP AND SAW AN INSTRUCTOR WHO WAS TEACHING HIS STUDENTS. BEHOLD, TWELVE SPARROWS WERE FIGHTING THERE, AND THEY FELL FROM THE WALL AND INTO THE TEACHER’S LAP AS HE WAS LECTURING THEM. WHEN JESUS SAW IT, HE CAME TO A STOP AND BURST INTO LAUGHTER. THE INSTRUCTOR, MARKING HIS AMUSEMENT, BECAME ENRAGED. “GO GET THAT BOY,” HE TOLD HIS STUDENTS, “AND BRING HIM RIGHT BACK HERE TO ME!” AND AS SOON AS THEY TOOK HOLD OF HIM, THE TEACHER PINCHED HIS EAR AND ASKED, “WHAT HAVE YOU SEEN THAT YOU THINK IS SO FUNNY?” “LOOK INTO MY HAND,” HE ANSWERED, “IS IT NOT FULL OF GRAIN? I REVEALED THE GRAIN TO THESE BIRDS, AND DISTRIBUTED IT AMONG THEM. IT WAS AT THEIR OWN PERIL THAT THEY MADE OFF WITH IT; FOR THEY WERE ALL FIGHTING OVER THE DIVISION OF THIS GRAIN!” AND JESUS DID NOT LEAVE THAT SPOT UNTIL THEY HAD DIVIDED IT. THE INSTRUCTOR THEREFORE THREW BOTH JESUS AND HIS MOTHER OUT OF TOWN. THE FALLEN IDOL AND THE POSSESSED BOY (ARIN 4:5-23) A LARGE EGYPTIAN CITY AND THEY APPROACHED A LARGE CITY THAT HOUSED AN IDOL WHICH RECEIVED THE SACRIFICES AND PLEDGES FROM ALL THE OTHER EGYPTIAN GODS AND IDOLS. NOW THERE WAS A PRIEST NEARBY WHO WOULD ATTEND TO IT AND, AS OFTEN AS SATAN SPOKE THROUGH IT, PASS ALONG TO THE EGYPTIANS AND THE OTHERS EVERY WORD THAT IT WOULD SPEAK. THIS PRIEST HAD A THREE-YEAR-OLD SON WHO WAS POSSESSED BY A LEGION OF DEMONS, AND WOULD UTTER MANY SENSELESS THINGS. NOW WHENEVER THE DEMONS WOULD EXERCISE THEIR POWER OVER HIM, THE BOY WOULD TEAR HIS CLOTHING AND WALK AROUND NAKED, THROWING ROCKS AT EVERYONE IN SIGHT. THE CITY’S INN WAS NEAR TO 68 THE IDOL, AND WHEN JOSEPH AND SAINT MARY ENTERED THAT CITY AND CHECKED INTO THE INN, THE RESIDENTS WERE ALL AMAZED. ALL OF THAT IDOL’S JUDGES AND PRIESTS GATHERED BEFORE IT AND ASKED, “WHAT DOES ALL THIS FEAR AND TERROR THAT HAS GRIPPED OUR REGION FOREBODE?” “TRULY THE UNKNOWN AND UNRIVALED GOD IS VISITING US,” THE IDOL REPLIED. “HE IS NO DOUBT THE SON OF GOD, AND NO ONE BUT HE IS WORTHY OF ADORATION. THE ENTIRE NATION TREMBLED AT HIS FAME, AND HIS ARRIVAL HAS BROUGHT THIS PRESENT FEAR AND DREAD UPON US; AND WE DO OURSELVES SHRINK BEFORE HIS TREMENDOUS MIGHT.” AND EVEN AS HE SAID THIS THE IDOL FELL, AND ITS COLLAPSE PROMPTED EVERYONE FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT AND PARTS BEYOND TO RUN AWAY. THE NEXT TIME THE DISORDER OVERCAME THE SON OF THE PRIEST, HOWEVER, HE WENT INTO THE INN WHERE JOSEPH AND SAINT MARY WERE STAYING AND APPROACHED THOSE FROM WHOM EVERYONE ELSE HAD FLED. AND WHEN OUR LADY, SAINT MARY, HAD FINISHED WASHING THE SWADDLING CLOTHS OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, SHE HUNG THEM OVER A POST TO DRY. THE DEMONPOSSESSED BOY PULLED ONE OFF AND WRAPPED IT AROUND HIS HEAD, WHEREUPON THE DEMONS SPEWED OUT OF HIS MOUTH AS CROWS AND SNAKES, AND FLEW AWAY FROM HIM IN HASTE. THE BOY WAS HEALED ONCE AND FOR ALL BY THE POWER OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND HE BEGAN TO OFFER THANKS, AND TO SING SONGS OF PRAISE TO THE LORD, WHO HAD MADE HIM WELL. WHEN HIS FATHER SAW THAT HIS BOY WAS AGAIN IN HEALTH, HE PRODDED HIM, “SON, TELL ME WHAT HAS BECOME OF YOU. EXPLAIN TO ME HOW YOU WERE RESTORED?” “AS SOON AS THOSE DEVILS GOT HOLD OF ME,” HIS SON REPLIED, “I WENT INTO THE INN, WHERE I MET A VERY BEAUTIFUL WOMAN--AND HER YOUNG BOY WAS THERE WITH HER. SHE HAD JUST WASHED HIS SWADDLING CLOTHES AND HUNG THEM OVER A POST TO DRY. THEN I TOOK ONE AND PLACED IT OVER MY HEAD, AT WHICH POINT THE DEMONS CAME OUT AND FLED.” WHEN HIS FATHER HEARD ALL OF THESE THINGS FROM HIM, HE JUMPED FOR JOY AND CRIED ALOUD, “MY CHILD, THIS MIGHT JUST BE THAT BOY--THAT SON OF THE LIVING GOD--WHO BROUGHT ALL OF CREATION INTO EXISTENCE; FOR THE VERY MOMENT THAT HE CAME TO US THE IDOL WAS DESTROYED, AND EVERY SINGLE GOD, OVERWHELMED BY A HIGHER POWER, FELL FLAT ON ITS FACE.” IN THIS WAS FULFILLED THAT PROPHECY THAT READS, “OUT OF EGYPT I HAVE CALLED MY SON.” 69 THE ROBBERS FLEE (ARIN 5:1-6) EGYPT, ON A ROAD FREQUENTED BY ROBBERS WHEN JOSEPH AND MARY HEARD THAT THIS IDOL HAD FALLEN DOWN AND BEEN DESTROYED, THEY GREW FEARFUL. AND TREMBLING THEY SAID, “BACK WHEN WE WERE STILL IN ISRAEL, HEROD PUT ALL OF THE INFANTS THAT WERE IN AND AROUND BETHLEHEM TO DEATH BECAUSE HE SOUGHT TO MURDER JESUS. IF THE EGYPTIANS SHOULD HEAR THAT THIS IDOL HAS FALLEN DOWN AND SHATTERED TO BITS, THEY WILL SET US ALL ABLAZE!” THEY THEREFORE SOUGHT REFUGE WHERE BANDITS LIE IN WAIT FOR PASSERSBY, TO STEAL THEIR CLOTHING AND THEIR WAGONS, TO BIND THEM UP AND CARRY THEM OFF. AND EVEN AS JOSEPH AND MARY DREW NEAR TO IT, THESE ROBBERS PERCEIVED THEIR APPROACH AS A KING WITH A MIGHTY ARMY, ATTENDED BY LEGIONS OF HORSES, COMPLETE WITH DRUMS AND TRUMPET BLASTS ANNOUNCING THE DEPARTURE FROM HIS CITY. THE SOUND OF IT SO FRIGHTENED THEM, THAT THEY LEFT EVERYTHING THEY HAD STOLEN BEHIND AND RAN. WHEN THIS HAPPENED, THOSE WHO HAD BEEN CAPTURED GOT UP AND UNTIED ONE ANOTHER--EACH ONE TOOK WHAT WAS THEIR OWN AND THEY ALL WENT ON THEIR WAY. WHEN THEY SAW JOSEPH AND MARY APPROACHING, THESE PEOPLE ASKED THEM, “WHERE IS THAT KING THAT WE ALL HEARD--WHO SO ALARMED THE BANDITS THAT THEY RAN AWAY, LEAVING US ALL HERE FREE AND UNHARMED?” “HE IS FOLLOWING AFTER US,” SAID JOSEPH. POSSESSION CURED (ARIN 6:1-4) AN EGYPTIAN CITY THEY ENTERED INTO ANOTHER TOWN WHERE THERE LIVED A DEMONPOSSESSED WOMAN IN WHOM SATAN, THE ONE CONDEMNED FOR REBELLION, HAD MADE HIMSELF AT HOME. ONE NIGHT, AS SHE WAS GOING OUT TO DRAW SOME WATER, SHE FOUND THAT SHE COULD NOT KEEP HER CLOTHING ON OR STAY INSIDE OF ANY HOUSE. STILL, NO MATTER HOW MANY TIMES ANYONE HAD TRIED TO CHAIN HER UP, SHE HAD BROKEN FREE AND MADE HER WAY INTO DESERT PLACES, WHERE SHE WOULD ON OCCASION LIE IN WAIT AT CROSSROADS AND PLACES OF WORSHIP TO CAST STONES AT PEOPLE, AND SHE BROUGHT GREAT HARDSHIPS ON HER FRIENDS. SAINT MARY FELT FOR THIS WOMAN THE MOMENT SHE LAID EYES ON HER; AND SATAN FLED AWAY FROM HER IN THE SHAPE OF A YOUNG MAN, SCREAMING, 70 “MARY, I AM UTTERLY TORMENTED BY YOU AND YOUR SON!” SO, SHE WAS FREED OF HER AFFLICTION, BUT WHEN SHE RECOGNIZED HER NAKEDNESS, THE WOMAN BLUSHED AND HID FROM THE EYES OF MEN, PUT ON SOME CLOTHES AND WENT BACK HOME. SHE THEN RELATED THE STORY TO HER FATHER AND HER FAMILY-- WHO, BY THE WAY, HAPPENED TO BE THE MOST PROMINENT PEOPLE IN THAT TOWN--AND THEY SHOWED THEMSELVES GREATLY HOSPITABLE TO JOSEPH AND SAINT MARY. MUTENESS HEALED (ARIN 6:5-9) ANOTHER EGYPTIAN CITY THE FOLLOWING MORNING THEY WERE GIVEN THE NECESSARY PROVISIONS FOR THEIR JOURNEY, AND THEY HEADED OUT. THEY CAME INTO ANOTHER TOWN AROUND SUNSET, WHERE A MARRIAGE WAS ABOUT TO BE PERFORMED. BUT THE BRIDE HAD BECOME UNABLE TO SPEAK TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT SHE COULD NOT EVEN OPEN HER MOUTH ON ACCOUNT OF SOME MAGICAL SPELLS THAT SOME SORCERERS STEEPED IN THE SATANIC ARTS HAD CAST ON HER. BUT WHEN THIS SPEECHLESS WOMAN SAW MARY ON HER WAY INTO TOWN BEARING THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IN HER ARMS, SHE REACHED OUT TO HIM AND HELD HIM IN HER EMBRACE, HUGGING AND KISSING HIM ALL OVER; MOVING HIM BACK AND FORTH AND SQUEEZING HIM AGAINST HERSELF. IMMEDIATELY THE STRING OF HER TONGUE WAS LOOSED, AND HER EARS WERE CLEARED, AND SHE STARTED SINGING PRAISES TO GOD, THE ONE WHO HAD HEALED HER. SO, THE PEOPLE OF THAT TOWN WERE OVERJOYED THAT NIGHT, AND THEY TRULY BELIEVED THAT GOD AND HIS ANGELS HAD COME DOWN TO THEM. THEY STAYED IN THAT PLACE FOR THREE WHOLE DAYS, BEING SHOWN TRUE VENERATION AND GREAT HOSPITALITY. SATANIC OPPRESSION AND SKIN DISEASES CURED (ARIN 6:10-37) ANOTHER EGYPTIAN CITY THEN, AFTER RECEIVING PROVISIONS FOR THEIR JOURNEY, THEY TRAVELED ON. THEY ENTERED INTO ANOTHER TOWN, WHERE THEY TRULY WISHED TO LODGE, FOR IT WAS A POPULAR PLACE. THERE WAS A WOMAN IN THIS TOWN WHO HAD GONE TO THE RIVER TO BATHE ONE DAY, AND BEHOLD, SATAN, THE ACCURSED ONE, SPRANG ON HER IN THE FORM OF A SNAKE AND WRAPPED HIMSELF AROUND HER BODY; AND HE WRENCHED HER EVERY NIGHT THEREAFTER. WHEN THIS WOMAN SAW OUR LADY, SAINT MARY, WITH THE CHILD, THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, IN HER 71 ARMS, SHE ASKED THE LADY SAINT MARY TO HAND THE LITTLE ONE OVER TO HER, SO THAT SHE MIGHT KISS AND HOLD HIM IN HER ARMS. NOW WHEN MARY HANDED HIM OVER--EVEN AS SHE WAS TAKING HOLD OF THE CHILD--SATAN SUDDENLY TOOK OFF AND ABANDONED HER, AND THAT WOMAN NEVER SAW HIM AGAIN. EVERYONE IN THAT PLACE IMMEDIATELY BROKE INTO PRAISES TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], AND THE WOMAN GAVE THEM GENEROUS GIFTS. THE NEXT DAY, THAT SAME WOMAN BOUGHT PERFUMED WATER WITH WHICH TO BATHE THE ANOINTED LORD, AND SET IT ASIDE. ANOTHER GIRL WAS THERE WHOSE SKIN WAS WHITE WITH LEPROSY, AND AS SOON AS SHE WAS SPRINKLED WITH IT, AND HAD SCRUBBED HERSELF OFF, HER SKIN DISEASE WAS WASHED AWAY. SO, THE PEOPLE ALL PROCLAIMED, “THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT THAT JOSEPH, MARY, AND THIS BOY ARE GODS, SINCE THEY DO NOT SEEM LIKE MORTAL MEN.” AND AS THEY WERE GETTING SET TO TRAVEL ON, THE GIRL WHO HAD BEEN AFFLICTED BY HER SKIN DISEASE APPROACHED THEM AND ASKED IF SHE COULD COME ALONG. AND THEY ANSWERED THAT SHE COULD, SO THE GIRL TRAVELED ON WITH THEM UNTIL THEY CAME TO A TOWN IN WHICH STOOD THE PALACE OF A GREAT KING, AND THAT PLACE WAS NEAR TO THE INN WHERE THEY WERE STAYING. ONE DAY, WHEN THE GIRL WENT TO VISIT THE PRINCE’S WIFE, SHE FOUND HER GRIEVING AND SUFFERING TERRIBLY, SO SHE ASKED HER, “WHY ARE YOU WEEPING?” “PLEASE DON’T ASK ME WHY I WEEP,” SHE PLEADED, “FOR I AM UNDER SUCH A TRIAL THAT I DARE NOT TELL A SOUL ABOUT IT!” “BUT IF YOU’LL CONFIDE IN ME,” THE GIRL REPLIED, “AND DISCLOSE TO ME THE NATURE OF YOUR PERSONAL SUFFERING, THEN I MIGHT JUST BE ABLE TO FIND YOU A REMEDY.” “THEN YOU MUST KEEP IT TO YOURSELF,” THE PRINCESS INSISTED, “AND NOT TELL ANYONE ABOUT IT! I HAVE BEEN MARRIED TO THIS PRINCE WHO REIGNS OVER MANY REGIONS AS A KING, AND HAD LIVED WITH HIM FOR QUITE A WHILE BEFORE I BORE HIM ANY CHILDREN. AT LONG LAST HE MANAGED TO GET ME PREGNANT, BUT WOULDN’T YOU KNOW, I GAVE BIRTH TO A LEPROUS SON! NOW AS SOON AS MY HUSBAND SAW HIM, HE IMMEDIATELY DENIED HIS PATERNITY AND SAID, ‘YOU EITHER TAKE AND DESTROY HIM, OR ELSE SEND HIM OFF TO A NURSE IN A PLACE SO FAR AWAY THAT HE WILL NEVER BE HEARD FROM! AS FOR YOU, LOOK TO YOURSELF, BECAUSE I NEVER WANT TO SEE YOU AGAIN!’ SO HERE I AM, LANGUISHING AND GRIEVING OVER MY HORRIBLE SITUATION. OH, FOR MY SON! OH, FOR MY HUSBAND! DO YOU GET THE IDEA?” “I HAVE FOUND A REMEDY FOR YOUR PLIGHT THAT I KNOW YOU CAN TRUST,” THE GIRL REPLIED, 72 “EVEN THE ONE WHO IS CALLED JESUS, THE SON OF THE LADY SAINT MARY. YOU SEE, I ALSO HAD A SKIN DISEASE, BUT THEN GOD WASHED ME CLEAN OF IT.” “WHERE,” ASKED THE WOMAN, “IS THIS GOD OF WHOM YOU SPEAK?” THE GIRL ANSWERED, “HE IS STAYING RIGHT HERE IN YOUR VERY OWN HOME!” “BUT HOW IS THIS POSSIBLE?” THE PRINCESS SAID. “TELL ME WHERE THIS CHILD COULD BE!” “BEHOLD,” THE GIRL REPLIED, “YOU KNOW JOSEPH AND MARY? THE CHILD WHO IS WITH THEM IS CALLED JESUS; AND HE WAS THE ONE WHO FREED ME FROM MY OWN ILLNESS AND SUFFERING.” “WELL THEN,” THE PRINCESS ASKED, “JUST HOW WERE YOU CLEANSED OF IT? WILL YOU AT LEAST EXPLAIN THAT MUCH TO ME?” “WHY, OF COURSE I WILL,” THE GIRL REPLIED. “AFTER I HAD BATHED THE BOY, I TOOK THE WATER USED TO WASH HIS BODY, AND POURED IT OVER MYSELF, AND MY SKIN DISEASE DISAPPEARED.” THE PRINCESS THEN GOT UP AND SHOWED HERSELF HOSPITABLE TO THEM, THROWING A BANQUET IN JOSEPH’S HONOR BEFORE A GREAT MANY MEN. THE FOLLOWING DAY, SHE TOOK PERFUMED WATER IN WHICH TO BATHE THE LORD JESUS, AND LATER POURED SOME OVER HER OWN SON, WHOM SHE HAD BROUGHT ALONG, AND IMMEDIATELY HE WAS FREED OF HIS LEPROSY. SHE THEN SANG PRAISES OF THANKS TO GOD, SAYING, “OH, JESUS! HOW BLESSED IS THE MOTHER WHO BORE YOU! IS THIS HOW YOU RESTORE MANKIND: MAKING THEM EVEN AS YOU ARE YOURSELF WITH THE VERY WATER THAT WAS USED TO CLEAN YOU OFF?” THEN SHE OFFERED LAVISH GIFTS TO OUR LADY, SAINT MARY, AND BID HER FAREWELL WITH EVERY CONCEIVABLE HONOR. WITCHCRAFTS OVERCOME (ARIN 7:1-35) SEVERAL EGYPTIAN CITIES AFTER THIS, THEY CAME TO ANOTHER TOWN AND DECIDED TO LODGE THERE. SO THEY WENT TO THE HOUSE OF A MAN WHO HAD JUST COMPLETED HIS NUPTIALS, BUT DUE TO THE INFLUENCE OF SOME SORCERERS, COULD NOT CONSUMMATE HIS MARRIAGE. BUT THEY SPENT THE NIGHT AT THIS MAN’S HOUSE, AND HE WAS RELIEVED OF HIS AFFLICTION. EARLY THE NEXT MORNING, AS THEY WERE GATHERING THEIR THINGS TO GO THEIR WAY, THE NEWLY WEDDED MAN DID NOT LET THEM GO, BUT INSTEAD SHOWED THEM GREAT HOSPITALITY. EVEN SO, THEY TRAVELED ON THE FOLLOWING DAY. AND THEY ENTERED INTO ANOTHER TOWN, WHERE THEY SAW THREE WOMEN WHO WERE WEEPING AND WAILING AS THEY WERE LEAVING A CERTAIN 73 GRAVEYARD. AS SOON AS SAINT MARY SAW THEM, SHE ASKED THE GIRL WHO HAD SOUGHT TO TRAVEL WITH THEM, “WOULD YOU PLEASE GO OVER TO THOSE WOMEN AND FIND OUT WHAT IS TROUBLING THEM, AND WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES THEY ARE UNDER.” THEY DID NOT ANSWER HER QUESTION THOUGH, BUT QUESTIONED HER INSTEAD, “WHO ARE YOU, THEN, AND WHERE ARE YOU HEADED? FOR THE DAY HAS NEARLY PASSED, AND THE NIGHT IS ON ITS HEELS.” “WE ARE TRAVELERS SEARCHING FOR AN INN IN WHICH TO STAY,” THE GIRL REPLIED. “FOLLOW US,” THEY ANSWERED THEM, “YOU CAN COME AND STAY WITH US.” SO, THEY FOLLOWED AFTER THOSE WOMEN, AND WERE USHERED INTO A BRAND, NEW HOUSE--ALL DECORATED WITH EVERY KIND OF FURNITURE IMAGINABLE. BY NOW IT WAS WINTER, AND THE GIRL ENTERED INTO THE PARLOR AND FOUND THE WOMEN THERE, CRYING AND LAMENTING OVER THEIR PLIGHT, EVEN AS THEY HAD BEFORE. A MULE WAS STANDING NEXT TO THEM ALL DRAPED IN SILK. A BLACK FEEDBAG WAS HANGING FROM HIS NECK--AND THEY WERE KISSING HIM AND FEEDING HIM. BUT WHEN THE GIRL REMARKED, “LADIES, THAT’S A FINE-LOOKING MULE YOU’VE GOT THERE!” THEY ALL BURST INTO TEARS AND SAID, “WHAT YOU SEE AS A MULE WAS ONCE OUR BROTHER, BORN FROM THE VERY SAME MOTHER AS WE. FOR WHEN OUR FATHER PASSED AWAY, HE LEFT US WITH A LARGE ESTATE, AND THIS WAS OUR ONLY BROTHER. WE TRIED TO FIND HIM A SUITABLE COMPANION, THINKING THAT HE SHOULD WED AS OTHERS DO, BUT SOME WOMAN GOT JEALOUS AND CAST A SPELL ON HIM WITHOUT OUR KNOWING. THEN ONE NIGHT, RIGHT BEFORE DAWN, WHEN THE DOORS TO THE HOUSE WERE STILL SHUT TIGHT, WE SAW THAT OUR BROTHER HERE HAD BEEN CHANGED INTO A MULE, AS YOU CAN PLAINLY SEE. AND WE, BEING IN THE SORRY STATE THAT YOU SEE US IN NOW, HAVING NO FATHER TO CONSOLE US, HAVE SOUGHT THE SERVICES OF ALL THE SAGES, WIZARDS, AND SORCERERS IN THE WORLD, BUT THEY HAVE NOT HELPED US IN THE LEAST! SO NOW WHEN WE FIND OURSELVES FEELING DOWN, WE GET UP AND TRAVEL WITH OUR MOTHER TO OUR FATHER’S GRAVE. AND AFTER WE HAVE CRIED IT OFF, WE ALL SIMPLY COME BACK HERE.” AND AS SOON AS THE GIRL HAD HEARD ALL THIS, SHE SAID, “NOW TAKE HEART, AND HAVE NO FEAR, FOR TRULY A CURE FOR WHAT AILS YOU IS NEAR. IT IS, IN FACT, RIGHT HERE WITH YOU--EVEN IN YOUR VERY HOME! I WAS A VICTIM OF A SKIN DISEASE, YOU SEE, BUT WHEN I SAW THIS WOMAN WITH HER CHILD JESUS, I SPRINKLED MY BODY WITH THE BATHWATER THAT HIS MOTHER HAD USED TO WASH HIM OFF, AND IN THAT INSTANT, I WAS HEALED. NOW I AM CERTAIN THAT 74 HE CAN BRING YOUR TROUBLES TO AN END. GET UP, THEREFORE, AND GO OVER TO MY LADY MARY, AND AFTER YOU HAVE BROUGHT HER INTO THIS ROOM, SHARE YOUR SECRET WITH HER. AND WHILE YOU ARE AT IT, ASK HER TO SHOW YOU COMPASSION FOR THE CIRCUMSTANCES YOU ARE UNDER.” THE MOMENT THE WOMEN HEARD WHAT THE GIRL HAD SAID, THEY WENT QUICKLY TO OUR LADY, SAINT MARY, INTRODUCED THEMSELVES TO HER, SEATED THEMSELVES BEFORE HER AND WEPT. “OH, OUR LADY, SAINT MARY,” THEY PLEADED, “SHOW US SOME COMPASSION, FOR OUR HOUSE IS WITHOUT A HEAD, AND WE HAVE NO ONE WHO IS OLDER--NEITHER FATHER OR BROTHER--TO LEAD US EITHER IN OR OUT! WHAT YOU SEE AS A MULE OVER HERE WAS ONCE OUR BROTHER. SOME WOMAN USING WITCHCRAFT HAS BROUGHT HIM TO HIS PRESENT STATE. AND FOR THIS REASON, DO WE BEG OF YOU, PLEASE HAVE PITY ON US ALL!” WHEN SHE HEARD THIS, MARY FELT SORRY FOR THEM, SO SHE TOOK THE LORD JESUS, PLACED HIM ON THE BACK OF THE MULE AND SAID, “OH, CHRIST JESUS, THROUGH YOUR ABSOLUTE POWER, RESTORE THIS MULE INTO A MAN, HAVING THE SAME SENSE AS HE HAD BEFORE.” THE LADY, SAINT MARY, HAD SCARCELY FINISHED SPEAKING THESE WORDS WHEN THE MULE RETURNED TO THE FORM OF A YOUNG MAN WITHOUT ANY DEFORMITY WHATSOEVER. THEN HE, HIS SISTERS AND HIS MOTHER ALL WORSHIPED OUR LADY, SAINT MARY. THEN THEY LIFTED UP THE CHILD AND HELD HIM OUT ABOVE THEIR HEADS, KISSING HIM, AND PROCLAIMING, “OH JESUS, SAVIOR OF THE WORLD, HOW BLESSED IS YOUR MOTHER! HOW BLESSED AND JOYFUL ARE THE EYES THAT SEE YOU!” THE TWO SISTERS THEN CONFESSED TO THEIR MOTHER, “TRULY, IT WAS THE LORD JESUS CHRIST WHO HELPED OUR BROTHER, RESTORING HIM TO HIS PRIOR STATE; BUT IT WAS ALSO THROUGH THE KINDNESS OF THAT GIRL WHO TOLD US ABOUT MARY AND HER SON. SO, SEEING THAT OUR BROTHER HERE IS NOT YET WED, IT SEEMS GOOD THAT WE SHOULD MARRY HIM TO THIS SERVANT GIRL OF THEIRS. SO, THEY CONSULTED MARY ABOUT IT, AND WHEN SHE HAD GIVEN THEM HER CONSENT, THEY THREW A STYLISH WEDDING FOR HER.” SO, THEIR SORROW TURNED TO GLADNESS, AND THEIR GRIEVING INTO JOY. AND THEY DRESSED UP IN THEIR FINEST CLOTHING AND BRACELETS, AND BEGAN TO CELEBRATE AND TO BE FESTIVE. THEN THEY ALL BROKE OUT IN SONG, AND SOON THEY WERE ALL EXALTING AND PRAISING GOD, SAYING, “JESUS, OH SON OF DAVID, WHO CHANGES SORROW INTO JOY, AND MISERY INTO ELATION!” AND AFTER THESE THINGS, JOSEPH AND MARY REMAINED THERE WITH THEM TEN 75 DAYS MORE, RECEIVING TREMENDOUS APPRECIATION FROM THEM. AND AFTER JOSEPH AND MARY HAD GONE AWAY, THEY ALL WENT HOME WEEPING, BUT NONE OF THEM WEPT MORE THAN THE GIRL. TITUS AND DUMACHUS (DYSMAS AND GESTAS) (ARIN 8:1-8) THE DESERT, WHERE BANDITS LIE IN WAIT AND AS THEY MOVED ON FROM THAT DISTRICT, THEY CAME INTO A DESERT, WHERE THEY WERE WARNED ABOUT ALL OF THE ROBBERS THAT LURKED THERE. JOSEPH AND SAINT MARY THEREFORE WAITED UNTIL NIGHTFALL TO PASS THROUGH. AND EVEN AS THEY JOURNEYED FORTH, THEY CAUGHT SIGHT OF TWO BANDITS WHO WERE SLEEPING IN THE ROAD--AND MANY OF THEIR COMPANIONS WERE SLEEPING NEARBY. THESE TWO ROBBERS WERE NAMED TITUS AND DUMACHUS. “DUMACHUS,” TITUS IMPLORED HIM, “I BEG YOU, PLEASE ALLOW THESE PEOPLE TO PASS US QUIETLY BY, SO THAT NO ONE IN OUR BAND MIGHT NOTICE THEM.” NOW DUMACHUS REFUSED TO DO IT, SO ONCE AGAIN HE SAID TO HIM, “I WILL GIVE YOU FORTY GOATS; AND LOOK, HERE IS MY BELT, TAKE IT ALSO AS A PLEDGE.” AND HE HANDED IT OVER TO DUMACHUS EVEN AS HE WAS BARGAINING WITH HIM, SO THAT HE MIGHT NOT SOUND THE ALARM. WHEN OUR LADY SAINT MARY SAW THE KINDNESS THAT THIS ROBBER HAD DONE THEM, SHE INFORMED HIM, “THE LORD GOD WILL FORGIVE YOU OF YOUR SINS AND PLACE YOU AT HIS OWN RIGHT HAND.” “MOTHER,” THE LORD JESUS SAID TO HER, “IN THIRTY YEARS TIME, THE JEWS WILL CRUCIFY ME IN JERUSALEM. THESE TWO THIEVES WILL BE CRUCIFIED ALONGSIDE ME; TITUS WILL BE TO MY RIGHT, AND DUMACHUS TO MY LEFT--AND TITUS WILL PASS INTO PARADISE EVEN BEFORE I DO.” “MY SON!” SAID MARY, “GOD FORBID THIS SHOULD HAPPEN TO YOU!” THEN THEY TRAVELED TO ANOTHER TOWN. THERE WERE SEVERAL IDOLS IN THAT PLACE THAT TURNED INTO MERE SAND DUNES AT THEIR APPROACH. THE SPRING AT MATAREA (ARIN 8:9-11) MATAREA AFTER THIS, THEY TRAVELED ON TO THAT SYCAMORE TREE, A PLACE THAT IS NOW CALLED MATAREA. AND THERE IN THAT REGION THE LORD JESUS CAUSED A FOUNTAIN TO SPRING FORTH, AND SAINT MARY WASHED HIS COAT IN IT. AND THE SWEAT THAT DRIPPED FROM THE LORD JESUS IN THAT LAND PRODUCES A 76 MEDICINAL OIL. THE HOLY FAMILY MEETS PHAROAH (ARIN 8:12-13) MEMPHIS FROM MATAREA THEY MOVED ON TO MEMPHIS, WHERE THEY MET TOGETHER WITH PHARAOH. FOR THREE YEARS THEY REMAINED IN EGYPT, AND THE LORD JESUS PERFORMED ALL KINDS OF MIRACLES WHICH ARE NEITHER TO BE FOUND IN THE GOSPEL OF THE INFANCY, NOR THE GOSPEL OF PERFECTION. 77 INFANCY 3 RETURN TO JUDEA; TO GALILEE (MATT 2:13-23; LUKE 2:40; ARIN 8:14-17; PSMT 25; INTHL 3; HJC 9) EGYPT, JUDEA, NAZARETH BUT AFTER THREE YEARS HAD COME AND GONE, HEROD PASSED AWAY. (NOW HE DIED FROM THE WORST DEATH THAT YOU CAN IMAGINE, PAYING THE PRICE FOR THOSE INNOCENT CHILDREN, WHOSE BLOOD HE SO WICKEDLY SHED.) AFTER THE DEATH OF THAT EVIL DESPOT AND THE PASSING OF JOSEPH FROM EGYPT, (AN ANGEL OF THE LORD) LED HIM OUT INTO THE DESERT UNTIL THOSE WHO SOUGHT AFTER THE BOY’S LIFE WERE NO LONGER A THREAT AND JERUSALEM WAS ONCE AGAIN AT REST. BEHOLD, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO JOSEPH IN A DREAM, SAYING, “GET UP! TAKE YOUR YOUNG CHILD AND HIS MOTHER INTO ISRAEL, FOR THOSE WHO SOUGHT TO KILL HIM ARE DEAD.” AND BEHOLD, ONE OF THE LORD’S ANGELS CAME (ALSO) TO MARY, SAYING, “TAKE THE CHILD AND RETURN TO THE LAND OF THE JEWS, BECAUSE THE ONES WHO WERE TRYING TO KILL HIM HAVE THEMSELVES PASSED ON.” JOSEPH THEREFORE GOT UP, TOOK THE YOUNG CHILD AND HIS MOTHER AND ENTERED INTO ISRAEL. THE CLOSER HE DREW TO JUDEA, HOWEVER, THE MORE RELUCTANT HE BECAME TO ENTER INTO IT. (JOSEPH, YOU SEE, HAD HEARD THAT HEROD HAD PASSED ON AND THAT HIS SON ARCHELAUS WAS REIGNING IN HIS STEAD, SO HE WAS AFRAID TO GO THERE.) AND ON HIS ARRIVAL IN JUDEA, AN ANGEL OF GOD APPEARED TO HIM IN A DREAM, WARNING HIM: “JOSEPH, TRAVEL ON TO THE CITY OF NAZARETH AND SETTLE IN THAT PLACE.” SO, JOSEPH AND MARY GOT UP AND LEFT WITH JESUS FOR THE REGION OF GALILEE, AND THEY ENTERED INTO NAZARETH, WHERE SHE HAD AN INHERITANCE FROM HER FATHER; THAT WHAT WAS SPOKEN THROUGH THE PROPHETS, “HE WILL BE CALLED A NAZARENE,” MIGHT BE FULFILLED. AND JOSEPH RETURNED TO HIS CARPENTER’S TRADE, EARNING A LIVING WITH HIS OWN TWO HANDS; FOR HE WOULD NEVER HAVE TRIED TO LIVE OFF OF ANOTHER MAN’S LABOR; (EVEN) AS THE MOSAIC LAW FORBIDS. AND HE THANKED THE LORD GOD FOR HIS KINDNESS, AND FOR GIVING HIM SUCH AN UNDERSTANDING. IT IS TRULY MYSTERIOUS THAT THE LORD OF EVERY NATION SHOULD BE MOVED AROUND ALL OVER LIKE THIS--BACK AND FORTH ACROSS SO MANY LANDS. AND THE BOY GREW, AND BECAME STRONG, AND EXTREMELY WISE. AND GOD ENDOWED HIM WITH 78 HIS NATURE. JESUS’ BATHWATER CURES VARIOUS ILLNESSES (ARIN 9:1-11) BETHLEHEM LATER, AFTER THEY HAD ENTERED INTO BETHLEHEM, THEY CAME ACROSS SEVERAL VICTIMS OF A GRAVE DISORDER THAT HAD BECOME SO SERIOUS THAT MOST CHILDREN WHO SUFFERED FROM IT WOULD DIE. A WOMAN THERE HAD A SON WHO WAS AFFLICTED THEREBY, AND WAS STANDING AT THE DOOR OF DEATH. AND SHE BROUGHT HIM TO OUR LADY, CALLING ON HER AS SHE WAS BATHING JESUS CHRIST. “OH, MY LADY MARY,” THE WOMAN IMPLORED HER, “CONSIDER THE MISFORTUNE OF MY SON, WHO IS WRACKED BY SUCH EXTREME PAIN.” AND HEARING HER, MARY SAID, “TAKE AND SPRINKLE HIM WITH A LITTLE BIT OF THAT WATER WITH WHICH I HAVE JUST NOW FINISHED BATHING MY SON.” THEN SHE TOOK SOME OF THAT WATER, EVEN AS SHE HAD BEEN TOLD, AND MOTTLED HER BOY WHO, WORN OUT BY TUMULTUOUS SUFFERINGS, HAD DRIFTED OFF. AFTER SLEEPING BUT A LITTLE WHILE, HE WAS RESTORED TO HEALTH AND HE AWOKE. THRILLED BY THIS TURN OF EVENTS, THE MOTHER RETURNED TO SAINT MARY, WHO REPLIED, “OFFER UP YOUR PRAISE TO GOD. IT IS HE WHO HAS HEALED YOUR SON.” A NEIGHBOR OF THE WOMAN WHOSE SON HAD BEEN MADE WELL WAS NEARBY, AND THIS WOMAN’S BOY WAS ALSO SUFFERING FROM THE VERY SAME ILLNESS. HIS EYES HAD NEARLY CLOSED FOREVER, AND DAY AND NIGHT SHE MOURNED FOR HIM. THE RESTORED BOY’S MOTHER THEN SUGGESTED, “HOW ABOUT TAKING YOUR SON TO MARY AS I HAVE DONE? I TOOK MY BOY TO HER AS HE WAS IN THE THROES OF DEATH, AND THE WATER WITH WHICH SHE HAD WASHED THE BODY OF HER SON JESUS HEALED HIM.” AS SOON AS THE OTHER WOMAN HEARD WHAT SHE SAID, SHE WENT THERE ALSO. AND AFTER GETTING HOLD OF SOME OF THE SAME WATER, SHE USED IT TO WASH HER SON AS WELL. AFTER SHE HAD DONE THIS, HIS EYES AND HIS BODY WERE IMMEDIATELY RESTORED TO THE WAY THAT THEY HAD BEEN BEFORE. AND WHEN SHE RETURNED TO SAINT MARY WITH HER BOY, OUR LADY TOLD HER TO OFFER THANKS TO GOD FOR THE RECOVERY OF HER SON, BUT TO AVOID TELLING ANYONE ABOUT WHAT HAD BEEN DONE. 79 THE TWO WIVES AND THEIR SONS’ ILLNESSES (ARIN 10:1-14) BETHLEHEM IN THAT VERY TOWN, THERE WERE THESE TWO WIVES OF ONE HUSBAND, EACH OF WHOM HAD A BOY WHO WAS ILL. ONE OF THEM, WHOSE NAME WAS MARY, HAD A SON NAMED CLEOPHAS. SHE GOT UP, TOOK HER SON WITH HER, AND WENT TO VISIT JESUS’ MOTHER, OUR LADY SAINT MARY. SHE OFFERED HER A FINE, LUXURIOUS RUG, AND PLEADED, “OH MY LADY MARY, PLEASE ACCEPT THIS RUG FROM ME IN EXCHANGE FOR A TINY PIECE OF SWADDLING CLOTH.” MARY THEN AGREED TO IT, SO WHEN THE MOTHER OF CLEOPHAS LEFT, SHE FASHIONED A GARMENT FROM IT, PLACED IT UPON HER BOY, AND HE WAS RELIEVED; BUT THE SON OF THE OTHER WIFE DIED. OUT OF THIS DISPARITY THERE AROSE A CONFLICT IN THE RUNNING OF THE HOUSE. EACH MOTHER HAD BEEN TAKING A TURN EVERY OTHER WEEK. WHEN CLEOPHAS’ MOTHER MARY’S TURN CAME AROUND, SHE FIRED UP THE FURNACE TO BAKE SOME BREAD AND LEFT HER SON NEARBY AS SHE STEPPED AWAY TO GET SOME FLOUR. THE COMPETITOR WIFE, SEEING THE BOY UNATTENDED, GRABBED HIM, THREW HIM INTO THE SWELTERING OVEN AND RAN OFF QUICKLY. WHEN MARY CAME BACK AND SAW HER SON CLEOPHAS LYING IN THE MIDST THEREOF, WHICH WAS JUST AS COOL AS IT HAD BEEN BEFORE BEING HEATED, SHE RECOGNIZED THAT THE RIVAL WIFE HAD TOSSED HIM INTO THE FLAMES. AFTER SHE HAD PULLED HIM OUT, SHE TOOK HIM OVER TO THE LADY SAINT MARY, AND EXPLAINED TO HER WHAT HAD HAPPENED. “KEEP THIS TO YOURSELF,” SHE SAID. “I NEED TO KNOW THAT YOU WILL NOT TELL THESE THINGS TO OTHERS.” AFTERWARD, THE ENEMY WIFE WAS DRAWING WATER AT THE WELL, AND SEEING CLEOPHAS PLAYING NEARBY, AND NO ONE AROUND TO WITNESS IT, SHE SNATCHED HIM UP AND THREW HIM IN. SOME MEN CAME TO THE WELL TO DRAW SOME WATER AND SAW THE BOY SITTING THERE ON THE SURFACE, AND WERE TAKEN ABACK AT THE SIGHT. THEN THEY GAVE PRAISES TO GOD AND PULLED HIM OUT WITH ROPES. HIS MOTHER CAME AND TOOK HIM STRAIGHT TO OUR LADY SAINT MARY, SAYING SOLEMNLY, “OH MY LADY, SEE WHAT MY RIVAL HAS DONE TO MY SON! SEE HOW SHE HAS THROWN HIM DOWN A WELL, AND I HAVE NO DOUBT BUT THAT SOONER OR LATER SHE WILL BE THE DEATH OF HIM.” “GOD HIMSELF WILL AVENGE YOUR CAUSE,” REPLIED SAINT MARY. A FEW DAYS 80 LATER, THE OTHER WIFE CAME TO THE WELL TO DRAW SOME WATER, AND HER FOOT GOT CAUGHT BY THE ROPE IN SUCH A WAY THAT SHE FELL HEADLONG INTO THE WELL, EVEN AS BEFIT HER CASE. AND THOSE WHO RUSHED TO HELP HER OUT FOUND HER HEAD BASHED IN AND HER BONES IN SPLINTERS. SO, SHE CAME TO A SORRY END, AND THE SAYING OF THE PROPHET WHO WROTE, “THEY MADE A DEEP WELL, BUT ENDED UP FALLING INTO THE PIT THAT THEY HAD DUG,” WAS FULFILLED IN HER. THE HEALING OF BARTHOLOMEW (ARIN 11:1-8) BETHLEHEM IN THAT CITY THERE WAS YET ANOTHER WOMAN WHO HAD TWIN SONS WHO HAD FALLEN PREY TO A DISEASE. AND AFTER ONE HAD DIED, SHE TOOK THE OTHER, WHO WAS HIMSELF ON THE VERGE OF DEATH, CRADLED IN HER ARMS TO OUR LADY SAINT MARY. AND SHE PLEADED THROUGH HER TEARS, “OH, MY LADY, PLEASE HELP ME IN MY DISTRESS. NOT LONG AGO I HAD TWO SONS, BUT I HAVE JUST NOW BURIED ONE AND CAN SEE THAT THE OTHER ONE IS ON THE BRINK. BEHOLD, I AM DESPERATELY SEEKING MERCY FROM GOD, AND AM OFFERING UP MY PRAYERS TO HIM.” “OH, MY LORD,” THE WOMAN SAID, “YOU ARE KIND AND GRACIOUS AND GIVING. YOU HAVE GIVEN ME TWO SONS AND TAKEN ONE AGAIN TO YOURSELF, PLEASE LEAVE ME THIS OTHER ONE.” AND SENSING THE DEPTH OF HER DESPAIR, SAINT MARY FELT SORRY FOR HER AND SAID, “REST YOUR BOY ON THE BED OF MY SON, AND LAY THE CLOTHES OF MY CHILD ON HIM.” THE VERY MOMENT SHE HAD LAID HIM WHO HAD JUST CLOSED HIS EYES IN DEATH ONTO THE BED WHERE THE ANOINTED WAS LYING, AND THE SCENT OF THE CLOTHES OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST HIT THE LAD, HIS EYES POPPED OPEN, AND HE CRIED TO HIS MOTHER FOR BREAD, WHICH WHEN HE HAD TAKEN SOME, HE PROMPTLY ATE. “OH, MY LADY MARY,” CONFESSED HIS MOTHER, “NOW I AM CONVINCED THAT GOD’S POWERS WORK THROUGH YOU, SUCH THAT YOUR SON IS ABLE TO HEAL CHILDREN, WHO ARE BY NATURE LIKE HIM, AS SOON AS THEY COME INTO CONTACT WITH HIS CLOTHING.” THE BOY WHO WAS CURED LIKE THIS IS THE SAME ONE WHO IS CALLED BARTHOLOMEW IN THE GOSPEL. BATHWATER CURES (ARIN 12:1-6) THE CAVE OUTSIDE BETHLEHEM NOW THERE WAS A LEPROUS WOMAN WHO CAME TO THE MOTHER OF JESUS, 81 OUR LADY SAINT MARY, AND PLEADED, “HELP ME, MY LADY.” “WHAT KIND OF ASSISTANCE ARE YOU SEEKING?” SAINT MARY INQUIRED. “WILL YOU ASK FOR SILVER OR GOLD, OR WOULD YOU HAVE YOUR LEPROSY CURED?” “WHO CAN DO THIS THING FOR ME?” THE WOMAN ASKED. “JUST WAIT UNTIL I HAVE BATHED MY SON JESUS AND PUT HIM DOWN TO REST” SHE SAID, AND THE WOMAN WAITED AS ADVISED, AND AFTER MARY HAD LAID JESUS DOWN TO SLEEP, SHE GAVE HER SOME OF THE WATER SHE HAD USED TO WASH HIS BODY AND SAID, “TAKE SOME OF THE WATER AND POUR IT OVER YOURSELF.” AND WHEN THE WOMAN HAD COMPLIED, SHE RECEIVED HER CLEANSING AND SO PRAISED GOD, THANKING HIM WITH ALL HER HEART. ANOTHER CURED BY BATHWATER (ARIN 12:7-22) JERUSALEM? AFTER STAYING THERE WITH HER FOR THREE DAYS, THE WOMAN WENT AWAY AND INTO TOWN. AND AS SHE WAS GOING IN, SHE MET UP WITH A CERTAIN PRINCE WHO WAS MARRIED TO THE DAUGHTER OF THIS OTHER PRINCE. BUT WHEN THIS PRINCE WENT IN TO EXAMINE HER HE SAW EVIDENCE OF LEPROSY--A STAR-LIKE SIGN BETWEEN HER EYES--AND HE IMMEDIATELY NULLIFIED THEIR MARRIAGE VOWS. WHEN THE WOMAN SAW THE TWO IN SUCH A STATE, POURING FORTH A FLOOD OF TEARS, SHE ASKED THEM WHY THEY ALL WERE WEEPING SO. “DO NOT PRY INTO OUR AFFAIRS,” THEY SAID, “FOR WE ARE NOT EVEN ABLE TO BREATHE OUR CIRCUMSTANCES TO ANYONE.” EVEN SO SHE PRODDED THEM TO SHARE THEIR CASE WITH HER MORE FULLY, SUGGESTING TO THEM THAT SHE MIGHT BE ABLE TO HELP THEM. SO AFTER SHOWING HER THE MAIDEN WITH THE MARK OF HER DISEASE BETWEEN HER EYES, SHE SAID, “I, THE VERY ONE WHO STANDS BEFORE YOU NOW, ALSO SUFFERED FROM THE SAME DISEASE, BUT WHEN MY DEALINGS BROUGHT ME TO BETHLEHEM, I ENTERED INTO THIS CAVERN AND SAW A WOMAN THERE WHOSE NAME WAS MARY, AND HER SON JESUS WAS THERE WITH HER. AND SEEING ME IN MY LEPROUS STATE, SHE FELT FOR ME AND OFFERED ME SOME OF THE WATER WITH WHICH SHE HAD WASHED THE BODY OF HER SON. AND WHEN I HAD SPRINKLED MYSELF WITH IT, I BECAME CLEAN.” AT THAT POINT THE WOMAN ASKED, “YOUNG LADY, WOULD YOU BE SO KIND AS TO TAKE US TO THE LADY SAINT MARY AND LET US MEET HER?” AND AFTER SHE HAD AGREED TO IT, THEY GOT UP AND TRAVELED OVER TO OUR LADY, TAKING SOME VERY COSTLY GIFTS ALONG WITH THEM. AND WHEN THEY HAD GONE IN TO 82 HER, THEY PRESENTED THEIR OFFERINGS TO HER, THEN REVEALED TO HER THE SKIN DISEASE OF THE YOUNG LADY THAT THEY HAD BROUGHT WITH THEM. AT THAT POINT SAINT MARY SAID, “MAY THE MERCY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST BE WITH YOU.” THEN SHE OFFERED THEM SOME OF THE WATER THAT SHE HAD USED TO WASH THE BODY OF JESUS CHRIST, AND INSTRUCTED THEM TO CLEANSE THE DISEASED WOMAN WITH IT. AND WHEN THEY DID AS THEY WERE TOLD, THE WOMAN WAS IMMEDIATELY HEALED, SO THESE AND SOME OTHERS WHO WERE THERE EXALTED GOD AND RETURNED IN JOY TO THEIR OWN TOWN, PRAISING GOD FOR WHAT HAD BEEN DONE. AND ON HEARING THAT HIS WIFE WAS CURED, THE PRINCE AGAIN TOOK HER INTO HIS HOUSE AND TOOK HER HAND IN MARRIAGE, GIVING PRAISE TO GOD FOR RESTORING HIS WIFE. GIRL AFFLICTED BY SATAN (ARIN 13:1-13) JERUSALEM? IN THAT PLACE THERE ALSO LIVED THIS GIRL WHO WAS TORMENTED BY SATAN. THAT FILTHY SPIRIT, YOU SEE, WOULD OFTEN APPEAR TO HER IN THE FORM OF A DRAGON AND SWALLOW HER WHOLE. HE SUCKED SO MUCH BLOOD FROM HER, IN FACT, THAT SHE LOOKED JUST LIKE A CORPSE. EVERY TIME SHE WOULD COME TO HER SENSES, SHE WOULD HOLD HER HEAD IN HER HANDS AND SCREAM, “HOW WRETCHED I AM, SEEING HOW THERE IS NONE TO SAVE ME FROM THIS WICKED DRAGON!” HER FATHER AND MOTHER CRIED FOR HER AND LAMENTED, AS DID ALL THE OTHERS THERE; AND ALL WHO WERE THERE WOULD FEEL PARTICULARLY BAD FOR HER WHENEVER THEY WOULD HEAR HER WEEPING, WAILING, AND CRYING OUT, “OH, MY FRIENDS! OH, MY FAMILY! IS THERE NO ONE WHO CAN SAVE ME FROM THIS MURDERER?” THE PRINCE’S DAUGHTER, WHOSE LEPROSY HAD COMPLETELY VANISHED, UPON HEARING THE WAILING OF THAT GIRL, WENT ALL THE WAY UP TO THE ROOF OF HER PALACE AND SAW THE GIRL’S HANDS WRAPPED AROUND HER HEAD, SURROUNDED BY HER SORROWFUL COMPANIONS, AND POURING FORTH A STREAM OF TEARS. THEN SHE ASKED THE POSSESSED GIRL’S HUSBAND IF HIS MOTHER-INLAW WERE LIVING, AND HE LET HER KNOW THAT BOTH HER MOTHER AND HER FATHER WERE INDEED ALIVE. SHE THEN HAD THE GIRL’S MOTHER SENT TO HER. AND AS SHE CAUGHT SIGHT OF HER APPROACH, SHE ASKED HER MOTHER, “IS THIS POSSESSED GIRL HERE YOUR DAUGHTER?” “YES, YOUNG LADY,” SHE WOEFULLY AND SORROWFULLY CONFESSED, “I WAS THE ONE WHO GAVE BIRTH TO HER.” THE 83 PRINCE’S DAUGHTER THEN REPLIED, “TELL ME ALL ABOUT HER STATE, BECAUSE I AM HERE TO TELL YOU THAT I ONCE HAD A SKIN DISEASE, BUT THE LADY MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS CHRIST, HEALED ME OF IT. IF YOU’D LIKE TO SEE YOUR DAUGHTER CURED, THEN TAKE HER TO BETHLEHEM AND ASK TO SEE MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS, AND HAVE NO DOUBTS AS TO WHETHER YOUR DAUGHTER WILL RECOVER, FOR I BELIEVE WITH ALL MY HEART THAT YOU WILL GO BACK HOME REJOICING OVER YOUR DAUGHTER’S RESTORATION.” AND WHEN SHE HAD FINISHED SPEAKING, SHE GOT UP AND TOOK HER DAUGHTER THERE. THEN SHE WENT UP TO MARY AND SHARED HER GIRL’S CIRCUMSTANCES WITH HER. AND WHEN SHE HAD LISTENED TO HER STORY, MARY GAVE THE WOMAN SOME OF THE WATER SHE HAD USED IN WASHING THE BODY OF HER BOY JESUS, AND ASKED HER TO POUR IT OVER THAT OF HER DAUGHTER. SHE ALSO GAVE HER ONE OF THE SWADDLING CLOTHS OF THE LORD JESUS, SAYING, “TAKE THIS CLOTH AND SHOW IT TO YOUR ADVERSARY EVERY TIME THAT YOU SEE HIM.” AND SHE BADE THEM PEACE AND SENT THEM OFF. FIRE FROM THE SWADDLING CLOTH (ARIN 13:14-20) JUDEA AFTER LEAVING THAT TOWN AND RETURNING HOME, THE HOUR THAT SATAN WOULD TYPICALLY SHOW UP AND TAKE CONTROL OF HER CAME AROUND. THE ACCURSED SPIRIT SUDDENLY SHOWED HIMSELF TO HER IN THE LIKENESS OF AN ENORMOUS DRAGON. ON SEEING THIS, THE GIRL WAS TERRIFIED, BUT HER MOTHER SAID, “DAUGHTER, HAVE NO FEAR, BUT ALLOW HIM TO DRAW NEAR TO YOU. THEN REVEAL TO HIM THE SWADDLING CLOTH THAT WAS GIVEN TO US BY OUR LADY MARY, AND LET US SEE WHAT COMES OF IT.” THEN SATAN APPROACHED HER IN THE FORM OF A TERRIFYING DRAGON AND THE GIRL BECAME SO AFRAID THAT SHE BEGAN TO TREMBLE WITH VIOLENCE. BUT EVEN AS SHE HELD THE SWADDLING CLOTH TO HER HEAD AND ABOUT HER EYES, WHERE THE DRAGON COULD SEE IT, FLAMES SHOT OUT AND THE DRAGON WAS PUMMELED WITH FIERY CINDERS. WHAT A WONDER WAS BROUGHT ABOUT THROUGH ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED, FOR JUST AS SOON AS THE DRAGON CAUGHT SIGHT OF THE SWADDLING CLOTHS OF THE LORD JESUS, FIRE SHOT OUT OF IT AND BESPATTERED HIS EYES AND FACE. “WHY SHOULD YOU AND I MEET LIKE THIS, JESUS, SON OF MARY?” HE SHRIEKED LOUDLY. “WHERE AM I TO RUN AND FREE MYSELF FROM YOU?” SO HE FLED AWAY FROM HER IN FEAR. SHE, BEING FREED FROM HER TORMENT, SANG 84 SONGS OF PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD ALONG WITH EVERYONE ELSE WHO WAS THERE AT THE TIME THAT THIS MIRACLE TOOK PLACE. JUDAS STRIKES JESUS (ARIN 14:1-10) JUDEA SATAN HAD TAKEN POSSESSION OF THE SON OF ANOTHER WOMAN IN THAT REGION. AS OFTEN AS SATAN WOULD TAKE CONTROL OF THIS BOY, WHOSE NAME WAS JUDAS, HE WOULD GO AROUND BITING EVERYONE IN SIGHT; AND IF THERE WAS NO ONE AROUND, HE WOULD BITE HIS OWN HANDS AND LIMBS. THE MOTHER OF THIS WRETCHED BOY, HEARING ABOUT SAINT MARY AND HER SON JESUS, ROSE UP QUICKLY AND CARRIED HER CHILD IN HER ARMS TO OUR LADY MARY. MEANWHILE JAMES AND JOSES HAD TAKEN THE YOUNG JESUS TO PLAY WITH SOME OTHER CHILDREN, AND WHILE THEY WERE OUT, THEY ALL SAT DOWN ALONGSIDE HIM. THEN JUDAS, THE POSSESSED BOY, CAME AND SAT DOWN TO HIS RIGHT. AND WHEN SATAN WAS WORKING THROUGH HIM IN HIS USUAL MANNER, THE BOY ATTEMPTED TO BITE THE LORD JESUS. BUT BECAUSE HE WAS NOT ABLE, HE STRUCK HIM SO HARD AGAINST HIS RIGHT HAND SIDE THAT HE CRIED ALOUD. AND THE MOMENT THAT HE DID SO, SATAN LEFT THE LAD AND RAN AWAY LIKE A MAD DOG. THIS VERY CHILD, THE ONE WHO STRUCK JESUS, AND OUT OF WHOM SATAN FLED IN THE FORM OF A DOG WAS HE WHO BETRAYED HIM TO THE JEWS--JUDAS ISCARIOT. AND THE JEWS PIERCED HIM WITH A SPEAR ON THE VERY SPOT WHERE JUDAS HAD STRICKEN HIM. A BOY WRECKS JESUS’ POOLS AND DIES (PSMT 26) GALILEE, BY THE JORDAN RIVER AND WHEN HE HAD RETURNED FROM EGYPT, BY THE TIME THAT HE WAS FOUR YEARS OLD, IT SO HAPPENED THAT HE WAS PLAYING IN GALILEE BY THE BANKS OF THE JORDAN WITH SOME OTHER YOUNGSTERS ON A SABBATH DAY. NOW AS HE WAS SITTING THERE, JESUS FASHIONED SEVEN PUDDLES OUT OF MUD, EACH COMPLETE WITH ITS OWN VIADUCTS, AND AT HIS COMMAND THE WATERS RUSHED INTO THEM AND OUT AGAIN. THEN ONE OF THOSE BOYS--A CHILD OF SATAN WHO WAS JEALOUS OF JESUS--STOPPED UP THE CHANNELS THAT WERE FEEDING THESE POOLS AND DEMOLISHED ALL THAT JESUS HAD MADE. “CURSE YOU, YOU SON OF THE DEVIL!” JESUS REPROACHED HIM. “WILL YOU TEAR DOWN MY HARD WORK?” AND RIGHT AWAY THE ONE WHO HAD DONE THIS DROPPED DEAD. THE 85 DEAD BOY’S PARENTS THEN LOUDLY DENOUNCED JOSEPH AND MARY, COMPLAINING, “YOUR BOY HAS KILLED OUR SON, AND NOW HE IS DEAD.” AND WHEN JOSEPH AND MARY HEARD THE CLAMORING OF THE PARENTS AND THE CONVERGENCE OF THE JEWS, THEY WENT OUT TO WHERE JESUS WAS. PRIVATELY, HOWEVER, JOSEPH CONFIDED TO MARY, “I DO NOT DARE TO LECTURE HIM. YOU MUST THEREFORE CHASTEN HIM, AND BE SURE TO ASK HIM WHY IT IS THAT HE STIRS THE PEOPLE’S ANGER AGAINST US AND FORCES SUCH ANIMOSITY UPON US.” AND WHEN MARY WENT AND QUESTIONED HIM, “OH MY LORD, WHAT DID HE DO THAT HE SHOULD DIE?” JESUS REPLIED, “HE DESERVED TO DIE FOR SCATTERING ALL THAT I WORKED SO HARD TO BUILD.” THEN HIS MOTHER PLEADED WITH HIM, “MY LORD, DO NOT CONDUCT YOURSELF LIKE THIS, FOR EVERYONE IS UP IN ARMS AGAINST US.” AND JESUS, NOT WISHING TO CAUSE HIS MOTHER GRIEF, KICKED THE BOY WHO HAD DIED IN THE RUMP WITH HIS RIGHT FOOT AND ORDERED HIM, “GET UP, YOU CHILD OF DARKNESS! BECAUSE YOU HAVE DESTROYED ALL THAT I HAD WORKED SO HARD TO MAKE, YOU ARE UNFIT TO ENTER MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] REST.” THEN THE ONE WHO HAD DIED GOT BACK UP AND RAN AWAY. AND AT JESUS’ COMMAND, THE WATER GUSHED BACK THROUGH THE CHANNELS AND INTO THE PUDDLES. THOMAS’ INTRODUCTION (INTH GREEK 1) {HERE BEGINS THE BOOK OF THE HOLY APOSTLE THOMAS THE ISRAELITE PHILOSOPHER REGARDING THE DISCOURSE ON THE CHILDHOOD OF THE LORD. I, THOMAS THE ISRAELITE, HAVE FELT THE NEED TO INFORM YOU BROTHERS FROM AMONG THE GENTILES, FILLING YOU IN ON THE MIGHTY CHILDHOOD DEEDS THAT OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST BROUGHT TO PASS IN OUR LAND FROM THE AGE OF FIVE FORWARD, EVEN AS HE SPOKE BODILY IN THE CITY OF NAZARETH.} JESUS CLARIFIES WATER AND QUICKENS CLAY ANIMALS (INTH 2(3); QBAR 2:11; PSMT 27) GALILEE WHEN JESUS WAS FIVE YEARS OLD, HE WAS PLAYING NEAR THE SHALLOW CROSSING OF A STREAM. HE DIVERTED SOME OF THE FLOWING WATER INTO PUDDLES AND WITH A WORD HE GAVE COMMAND AND THEY INSTANTLY CLARIFIED. AFTERWARD, JESUS TOOK SOME CLAY OUT OF THE PUDDLES HE HAD FORMED 86 AND, BEFORE THEM ALL FASHIONED TWELVE SPARROWS FROM IT, REPRESENTING THE TWELVE APOSTLES. THERE WERE MANY OTHER CHILDREN WHO WERE PLAYING WITH HIM THERE. A CERTAIN JEW, WHEN HE SAW WHAT JESUS WAS DOING AS HE PLAYED THERE ON THE SABBATH DAY, HURRIED OVER RIGHT AWAY TO HIS FATHER JOSEPH. “LOOK, THE BOY INFORMED HIM, YOUR SON IS PLAYING DOWN BY THE RIVER. HE HAS TAKEN MUD AND MADE TWELVE SPARROWS WITH IT, WHICH IS UNLAWFUL FOR HIM TO DO, THEREBY DESECRATING THE SABBATH DAY.” AND WHEN HE HEARD THIS, JOSEPH MADE AWAY FOR THAT PLACE. AND AS SOON AS HE GOT THERE, THE BOY SAID TO HIM: “SEE? YOUR SON, BY DOING WORK, IS VIOLATING THE SABBATH! HE HAS FASHIONED TWELVE SPARROWS OUT OF CLAY.” AND JOSEPH CHASTENED JESUS, SAYING, “WHY DO YOU BREAK THE SABBATH WITH SUCH UNLAWFUL ACTS?” BUT WHEN JESUS HEARD JOSEPH, HE OFFERED NO REPLY, BUT INSTEAD TURNED TOWARD THE SPARROWS, CLAPPED HIS HANDS AND CRIED ALOUD BEFORE THEM ALL, “FLY NOW, AND GO YOUR WAY! SAIL THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND LIVE, CALLING ME TO MIND YOUR WHOLE LIFE LONG.” AND AT THE SOUND OF HIS WORD THEY ALL FLEW INTO THE AIR, FLAPPING AND CHIRPING LOUDLY EVEN UNTO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH. AND WHEN JOSEPH SAW THIS MIRACLE, HE WAS ASTOUNDED. AND WHEN THE JEWS SAW IT, THEY TOO WERE ASTOUNDED. EVERYONE, IN FACT, UPON SEEING SUCH WONDERS, WAS ASTOUNDED. MANY WHO WERE THERE PRAISED JESUS AND OFFERED HIM THANKS, BUT A FEW OTHERS DENOUNCED HIM--STILL OTHERS WENT AND NOTIFIED THE HIGH-RANKING PRIESTS AND THE LEADERS OF THE PHARISEES THAT JOSEPH’S BOY JESUS HAD PERFORMED GREAT SIGNS AND WONDERS IN THE SIGHT OF ISRAEL. AND WORD GOT AROUND TO THE ISRAELITE TRIBES. BOY SCATTERS JESUS’ FISH POOL (INTH 3(2); ARIN 19:16-21; PSMT 28,29) GALILEE JESUS LEFT HIS MOTHER IN THE HOUSE ONE DAY AFTER A RAIN, AND WENT TO PLAY ON A RIVERBANK WITH SOME BOYS. AFTER MAKING SOME PONDS THEY DUG LITTLE CHANNELS, DRAWING SOME OF THE RIVER WATER INTO THE SMALL FISH PONDS. THEN JESUS SAID TO THE WATERS: “CLARIFY AND BECOME FRESH,” AND THEY ALL BECAME SO RIGHT AWAY. THE LORD JESUS HAD ALSO FORMED TWELVE SPARROWS AROUND HIS PUDDLE, PLACING THREE ON EACH OF THE SIDES. BUT THIS ALL HAPPENED ON THE SABBATH, AND THE SON OF A JEW NAMED ANNAS, A TEMPLE PRIEST, HAPPENED ALONG AND SAW THEM MAKING ALL OF THESE 87 THINGS AND PROTESTED, “ARE YOU MAKING IMAGES OF CLAY ON THE SABBATH DAY?” THEN HE HURRIED OVER TO THEM AND RUINED ALL OF THEIR PONDS. BUT WHEN THE LORD JESUS CLAPPED HIS HANDS OVER THE SPARROWS HE HAD FASHIONED, THEY TOOK OFF CHIRPING. SOON THE SON OF ANNAS THE SCRIBE AGAIN STOOD NEARBY, BRANCH IN HAND BEFORE THEM ALL, THIS TIME WITH JOSEPH. AND WITH BITTER ANGER, HE TOOK THE WILLOW BRANCH AND APPROACHED JESUS’ FISH POND TO BREAK DOWN ITS DAMS THAT HE HAD FASHIONED WITH HIS OWN TWO HANDS. AND UPON DESTROYING THE PONDS WITH THE BRANCH, THE WATERS THAT HAD FLOWED INTO IT STREAMED OUT AGAIN. HE SEALED OFF THE INLET, MOREOVER, AND BROKE DOWN THE CHANNEL SUPPLYING IT. AND WHEN JESUS SAW WHAT HE HAD DONE, HE WAS ANGRY, AND HE REPROACHED THE BOY WHO HAD DESTROYED HIS LEVEES, “YOU, DISRESPECTFUL FOOL! WHAT AN EVIL, GODLESS, AND LAWLESS ONE YOU ARE! IN WHAT WAY WERE THESE PONDS HARMING YOU THAT YOU HAVE FELT THE NEED TO DRAIN THEM?” THEN THE WATER DISAPPEARED AND THE LORD JESUS REPROVED HIM, “OH EVIL SEED MOST FOUL! OH, SON OF DEATH! OH, DEVIL’S WORKSHOP! THE FRUIT OF YOUR SEED WILL BE POWERLESS INDEED! YOUR ROOTS WILL PARCH, AND YOUR FRUITLESS BRANCHES WITHER. BEHOLD, YOU WILL TRAVEL NO FURTHER; BUT YOU ALSO WILL WASTE AWAY LIKE A TREE AND SPROUT NEITHER LEAVES, NOR ROOTS, NOR ANY FRUIT; AND YOUR VERY LIFE WILL EVAPORATE EVEN AS THIS WATER HAS, AND YOU WILL BECOME AS DRIED-UP AS THE STICK WHICH YOU NOW HOLD.” MOMENTS LATER, AS HE HEADED OFF ALONG HIS WAY, THE BOY FELL DOWN BEFORE THEM ALL; WITHERING UP SUDDENLY AND COMPLETELY, THUS SURRENDERING HIS SPIRIT AND PASSING ON. THEN JESUS LEFT THAT PLACE AND ENTERED INTO JOSEPH’S HOUSE. NOW WHEN THE YOUNGSTERS HE WAS PLAYING WITH SAW WHAT HAD HAPPENED, THEY WERE ASTONISHED AND WENT TO THE DEAD BOY’S FATHER AND LET HIM KNOW. HE THEN RAN OVER TO THE SCENE AND SAW THAT THE YOUTH WAS DEAD. THE WITHERED BOY’S PARENTS THEN CARRIED HIM AWAY, GRIEVING OVER THE LOSS OF THIS CHILD. AND THEY TOOK JESUS STRAIGHT TO JOSEPH, CHASTENING HIM, “WHAT KIND OF BOY DO YOU HAVE THAT DOES SUCH THINGS?” THEN JOSEPH, TREMBLING, TOOK HOLD OF JESUS AND WENT WITH HIM AND HIS MOTHER (BACK) INTO HIS HOUSE. 88 BOY ATTACKS JESUS AND DIES (ARIN 19:22-24; INTH 4; PSMT 29) NAZARETH? AND AFTER A FEW DAYS HAD PASSED, JESUS WAS AGAIN WALKING HOME ONE EVENING THROUGH THE MIDST OF TOWN WITH A VERY FRIGHTENED JOSEPH. AND BEHOLD, A CERTAIN BOY, ANOTHER EVILDOER, THREW A STONE AT JESUS AND RAN QUICKLY UP TO HIM FROM THE FRONT WISHING TO MAKE A LAUGHINGSTOCK OF HIM OR EVEN INJURE HIM IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, POUNDING HIM SO SOUNDLY AGAINST HIS SHOULDER THAT HE SLAMMED AGAINST THE GROUND. JESUS BECAME FURIOUS AND CONDEMNED THE BOY, “MAY YOU GO NO FURTHER ON YOUR WAY (SO AS TO) RETURN FROM IT UNHARMED! AND EVEN AS YOU HAVE KNOCKED ME DOWN, SO ALSO WILL YOU FALL TO THE GROUND, BUT YOU WILL NEVER RECOVER.” AND IN THAT INSTANT THE BOY FELL DEAD. SOME WHO HAD WITNESSED THE EVENT, HOWEVER, INCLUDING THE DEAD BOY’S PARENTS SHOUTED, “WHERE COULD THIS BOY HAVE COME FROM, SEEING HOW EVERY WORD HE SPEAKS IS TRUE, AND IS CARRIED OUT IN FACT, SOMETIMES BEFORE HE EVEN UTTERS IT?” THEY ALL CAME UP TO JOSEPH, BRINGING WITH THEM THE PARENTS OF THE DEAD BOYS. AND THEY STARTED TO REPROVE HIM SAYING, “BECAUSE YOUR SON DOES THINGS LIKE THIS, YOU MAY NO LONGER LIVE WITH HIM ALONGSIDE US IN THIS TOWN. TAKE JESUS AWAY FROM HERE--OR ELSE KINDLY TEACH HIM TO BLESS AND NOT TO CURSE, FOR HE IS KILLING OUR CHILDREN, SINCE EVERY WORD OF HIS HAS AN IMMEDIATE EFFECT.” JOSEPH ADMONISHES JESUS; HIS REPLY (INTH 5; PSMT 29) JERUSALEM JOSEPH THEN WENT UP TO JESUS, CALLING THE BOY PRIVATELY TO HIMSELF. NOW AFTER JOSEPH HAD SEATED HIMSELF UPON HIS CHAIR, THE BOY CAME AND STOOD BEFORE HIM THERE. HE THEN REPROVED JESUS SAYING, “WHY DO YOU DO THESE KINDS OF THINGS? MANY OF THESE PEOPLE ARE HEARTBROKEN ALREADY BECAUSE OF YOU, AND THEREFORE THEY DESPISE AND HARASS US. MANY OF THEM ARE NOW TALKING BAD ABOUT YOU AND DERIDE US BOTH ON YOUR ACCOUNT, AND WE HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO ENDURE IT.” JESUS ANSWERED THEM, “ACCORDING TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THIS AGE, UNLESS A FATHER HAS TAUGHT HIS SON, HE IS NOT TO BE CONSIDERED WISE. EVEN SO, THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] CURSE CANNOT HINDER ANY MAN UNLESS HE IS AN EVILDOER. I 89 RECOGNIZE THAT THESE WORDS ARE NOT COMING FROM YOU, SO FOR YOUR SAKE I WILL SPEAK NO MORE. IN EITHER CASE, THESE PEOPLE WILL BE PUNISHED.” AND THOSE WHO HAD ACCUSED HIM WERE AT THAT MOMENT ALL MADE BLIND, AND ALL WHO SAW IT WERE TERRIFIED AND TAKEN ABACK, AND THEY PROCLAIMED, “GOOD OR BAD, EVERYTHING THAT THIS BOY SPEAKS BECOMES AN ACTION--AND INDEED, A MIRACLE!” AND WHEN THEY HAD ESTABLISHED THAT JESUS HAD DONE THIS, JOSEPH GOT UP AND PULLED HIM HARD BY THE EAR. THEN JESUS STARED HIM DOWN IN ALL SEVERITY, CRYING OUT, “THAT IS QUITE ENOUGH! FOR YOU TO SEEK AND NOT TO FIND IS ONE THING,” THE BOY ANGRILY REBUKED, “BUT FOR YOU TO ACT IN SO RECKLESS A MANNER IS QUITE ANOTHER. ARE YOU NOT YET CONVINCED THAT I’M NOT TRULY YOUR OWN? DO NOT PROVOKE ME!” THEN THEY BANDED TOGETHER AGAINST JESUS, AND DENOUNCED HIM TO JOSEPH. NOW WHEN JOSEPH SAW WHAT WAS GOING ON, HE GREW FEARFUL OVER THE FURIOUS OUTCRY OF THE ISRAELITES. JESUS THEN GRABBED THE DEAD BOY BY THE EAR AND LIFTED HIM UP BEFORE THEM ALL, AND THEY COULD SEE THAT HE WAS SCOLDING HIM AS A FATHER WOULD SCOLD HIS OWN SON. THE SPIRIT OF THE BOY WAS THEN RETURNED AND HE WAS RAISED AGAIN TO LIFE, AND ALL WERE AMAZED AT HIS RESTORATION. ZACCHAEUS TAKES JESUS AS HIS PUPIL (INTH 6:1-12, (6); ARIN 20:1-4; PSMT 30) JERUSALEM THERE WAS ALSO A CERTAIN TEACHER IN JERUSALEM NAMED ZACCHAEUS WHO WAS STANDING NEARBY AND HAD HEARD WHAT JESUS HAD SAID TO HIS FATHER. HE WAS STUNNED THAT A MERE CHILD SUCH AS HE WOULD SPEAK SUCH THINGS. AND SEEING THAT JESUS COULD NOT BE VANQUISHED, AND RECOGNIZING THE POWER THAT WAS WITHIN HIM, HE WAS INCENSED, AND STARTED FEARLESSLY, FOOLISHLY, AND RUDELY DENOUNCING JOSEPH, “DON’T YOU THINK THAT YOU SHOULD TURN YOUR SON OVER TO ME, SO THAT HE MIGHT LEARN WORLDLY WISDOM AND RESPECT FOR OTHER PEOPLE? IT IS CLEAR TO ME THAT YOU AND MARY CARE MORE ABOUT YOUR OWN SON THAN YOU DO THE ELDERS OF ISRAEL AND WHAT THEY HAVE TO SAY OF HIM. YOU OUGHT TO HAVE SHOWN US ALL--THE ENTIRE CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL--A LITTLE MORE RESPECT, SO THAT HE MIGHT LIKE OTHER CHILDREN AND BE BETTER LIKED BY THEM, AND THAT HE MIGHT RECEIVE A PROPER JEWISH EDUCATION.” JOSEPH, HOWEVER, QUESTIONED THEM, “BUT WHO IS CAPABLE OF TAKING HIM ON AND TEACHING 90 HIM ANYTHING? IF YOU THINK THAT YOU CAN DO IT, THEN WE ARE MORE THAN WILLING TO LET YOU TRY AND PROVIDE HIM WITH A COMMON EDUCATION.” AND A FEW DAYS LATER HE WENT UP TO JOSEPH, SAYING, “YOU KNOW, YOUR BOY REALLY IS QUITE CLEVER, AND HE HAS TREMENDOUS INSIGHT. WHY NOT TURN HIM OVER TO ME SO THAT HE MIGHT LEARN HIS LETTERS? I WILL TEACH HIM ALL THERE IS TO KNOW OF THEM. I WILL ALSO TEACH HIM THE PROPER WAY TO ADDRESS HIS ELDERS, GIVING THEM ALL THEIR DUE RESPECT AS FATHERS AND FOREFATHERS, AS WELL AS HOW TO GET ALONG WITH THOSE WHO ARE HIS AGE.” JOSEPH AGREED AND TOLD SAINT MARY. THE NEXT DAY JOSEPH TOOK JESUS BY THE HAND AND LED HIM OVER TO ZACCHAEUS SAYING, “VERY WELL, RABBI, TAKE THIS BOY AND TEACH HIM LETTERS.” “BROTHER,” HE RESPONDED, “IF YOU WILL TURN HIM OVER TO ME, I WILL CAST LIGHT ON THE SCRIPTURES FOR HIM, CONVINCING HIM THAT HE OUGHT TO BLESS EVERYTHING AND CURSE NOTHING.” AND JESUS, HEARING WHAT ZACCHAEUS HAD SAID, BURST INTO LAUGHTER AND ANSWERED THEM, “THE LESSONS TO WHICH YOU REFER, AND THE PRINCIPLES THAT UNDERLIE THEM ARE SUFFICIENT FOR AN ORDINARY PERSON’S EDUCATION, AND AS SUCH OUGHT TO BE KEPT BY THEM; BUT YOUR LAW COURTS ARE ALIEN TO ME. YOU SPEAK AS YOU CAN UNDERSTAND, BUT I UNDERSTAND MUCH MORE THAN YOU CAN, FOR BEFORE THE AGES CAME ABOUT I AM. I EVEN KNOW WHEN YOUR FATHERS’ FATHERS WERE BORN; YET I HAVE NO FLESHLY FATHER. YOU WHO READ FROM THE LAW AND KNOW ABOUT IT DO INDEED HOLD TO IT; BUT I EXISTED BEFORE THE LAW WAS GIVEN. SINCE, HOWEVER, YOU IMAGINE THAT NO ONE ELSE’S LEARNING IS A MATCH FOR YOUR OWN, I WILL TEACH YOU A THING OR TWO ABOUT THE THINGS TO WHICH YOU REFER THAT NO ONE COULD POSSIBLY EXPOUND, UNLESS HE WERE WORTHY. FOR WHEN I AM EXALTED IN THIS WORLD AT LAST, I WILL BRING TO AN END ALL REFERENCE TO YOUR LINEAGE. YOU SEE, YOU DO NOT YOURSELVES RECALL THE OCCASION OF YOUR BIRTH. I NOT ONLY KNOW WHEN ALL OF YOU WERE BORN, BUT ALSO HOW MUCH LONGER YOU WILL LIVE ON THIS EARTH.” “OH, OH, OH!” THEY ALL RESPONDED IN AMAZEMENT. “WHAT A GREAT AND INCREDIBLE MYSTERY THIS IS. WE HAVE NEVER HEARD ANY SUCH CLAIMS BEFORE. NO ONE ELSE HAS EVER SAID SUCH THINGS, NOT EVEN THE PROPHETS THEMSELVES, OR THE SCRIBES, OR THE PHARISEES. WE KNOW WHERE THIS BOY CAME FROM. HE IS SCARCELY EVEN FIVE YEARS OLD. WHERE DOES HE GET OFF SAYING THINGS LIKE THIS?” THE PHARISEES DECLARED, “WE HAVE NEVER HEARD SUCH CLAIMS FROM 91 ANY OTHER CHILD OF HIS YEARS.” BUT JESUS REPLIED, “DOES IT SURPRISE YOU THAT A CHILD WOULD SAY SUCH THINGS? HOW IS IT THAT YOU DO NOT BELIEVE ME WHEN I SPEAK THESE WORDS TO YOU? ALL OF YOU WERE ASTONISHED WHEN I REVEALED TO YOU THAT I KNEW WHEN YOU WERE BORN. I WILL GO EVEN FURTHER THAN THIS, SO THAT YOU MIGHT MARVEL ALL THE MORE. I HAVE BOTH SEEN ABRAHAM AND SPOKEN WITH HIM--THE ONE WHO YOU CALL ‘FATHER’-- AND ABRAHAM HAS SEEN ME TOO!” EVERYONE THERE WAS TAKEN ABACK, AND NO ONE EVEN DARED TO SPEAK. AND JESUS ADDED, “I HAVE BEEN IN YOUR MIDST AS A CHILD AMONG YOUR CHILDREN, AND YOU HAVE NOT EVEN COME TO KNOW ME. I HAVE SPOKEN TO YOU AS WITH THE WISE, AND YOU HAVE FAILED TO COMPREHEND MY SPEECH. INDEED, YOU ARE MORE CHILDISH THAN I AM, AND YOUR FAITH IS STUNTED.” ONCE AGAIN, HE SAID TO THEM, “YOU FIND IT HARD TO BELIEVE THAT I KNOW HOW MANY YEARS HAVE BEEN GIVEN YOU TO LIVE? BELIEVE ME; I KNOW WHEN THE WORLD WAS FORMED. BEHOLD, THOUGH YOU DON’T BELIEVE ME NOW, WHEN THE DAY COMES THAT YOU SEE MY CROSS, YOU WILL KNOW THAT I AM TELLING THE TRUTH.” AND WHEN THEY HEARD THESE WORDS, THEY WERE ALL APPALLED. JESUS ASTONISHES ZACCHAEUS (ARIN 22:1-6; INTH 6:3-7:4(7)) JERUSALEM ZACCHAEUS WROTE OUT THE HEBREW ALPHABET AND ONE BY ONE PRONOUNCED FOR HIM ALL OF THE LETTERS FROM [ALEPH] TO [TAW], ASKING HIM QUESTION AFTER QUESTION. HE SAID “[ALEPH]” TO HIM, AND THE BOY SAID “[ALEPH.]” THE TEACHER REPEATED, “[ALEPH,]” AND SO THE BOY REPEATED IT ALSO. THEN, THE THIRD TIME THAT THE MASTER SAID “[ALEPH,]” JESUS LOOKED RIGHT AT HIM AND DEMANDED, “YOU WHO DO NOT KNOW THE [ALEPH] ACCORDING TO ITS PROPER SENSE, HOW EVER WILL YOU TEACH ANYONE ABOUT THE [BETH]? YOU HYPOCRITE, IF YOU KNOW THE [ALEPH], THEN EXPLAIN IT TO US; ONLY THEN WILL WE BELIEVE YOU WHEN YOU TEACH ABOUT THE [BETH].” THEN JESUS STARTED TO EXAMINE THE TEACHER ON THE TOPIC OF THE FIRST LETTER, AND THE TEACHER COULD NOT ANSWER. AND THE BOY TAUGHT ZACCHAEUS LOUD ENOUGH FOR ALL TO HEAR, “LISTEN, TEACHER, AND PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE COMPOSITION OF THE FIRST LETTER; HOW IT HAS LINES AND A STROKE INTERSECTING THE TWO DOWN THE CENTER, AS YOU CAN SEE, 92 INTERSECTING, RISING UP, DANCING THERE AND TURNING TOGETHER; THREE SIGNS, EACH ALIKE, SUBORDINATE TO, YET SUPPORTIVE OF ONE ANOTHER, ALL OF THEM THE SAME DIMENSIONS. THERE YOU HAVE IT--THE LINES OF THE [ALEPH]!” NOW WHEN ZACCHAEUS THE INSTRUCTOR HEARD SO MANY ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETATIONS OF THE FIRST LETTER BEING ELUCIDATED BY THE BOY, HE WAS BEWILDERED BY HIS ANSWER, AND HIS EXPOSITION, AND WAS UTTERLY AMAZED AND COULD GIVE HIM NO REPLY. AND BEGINNING AT [ALEPH], JESUS EXPOUNDED ALL TWENTY-TWO LETTERS WITHOUT ANY PROMPTING WHATSOEVER. THEN ZACCHAEUS CONFESSED TO THE PEOPLE THERE, “HOW MISERABLE AND WRETCHED AND TROUBLED I AM. BY TAKING THIS BOY TO MYSELF, I HAVE GOTTEN ONLY SHAME. I BEG YOU, JOSEPH, TAKE THIS BOY AWAY FROM ME, FOR I CANNOT BEAR THE WAY HE LOOKS AT ME SO DEMANDINGLY. I CANNOT UNDERSTAND IN THE LEAST THE THINGS ABOUT WHICH HE SPEAKS. THIS CHILD CANNOT BE OF THIS WORLD. PERHAPS HE WAS BORN BEFORE THE WORLD WAS FORMED. WHAT BELLY COULD CARRY HIM? WHOSE WOMB COULD NOURISH HIM? MY FRIEND, I AM UNDONE; HE UTTERLY PERPLEXES ME--I CANNOT EVEN BEGIN TO SCALE THE HEIGHTS OF HIS UNDERSTANDING. I HAVE FOOLED MYSELF, AND BEEN DISGRACED THRICE OVER. I HAD SOUGHT AFTER A STUDENT, BUT HAVE INSTEAD GOTTEN A TEACHER. I AM, MY FRIENDS, COMPLETELY ASHAMED THAT A MERE CHILD SUCH AS HE HAS GOTTEN THE BETTER OF AN OLD MAN LIKE ME. DEPRESSION AND DEATH OVERWHELM ME ON ACCOUNT OF THIS LAD. I CANNOT LOOK HIM IN THE FACE--AND WHEN EVERYONE GOES AROUND SAYING THAT I HAVE BEEN BESTED BY A LITTLE BOY, HOW AM I SUPPOSED TO REPLY? WHAT AM I TO SAY ABOUT THE FIRST LETTER AND ITS LINES AS HE EXPLAINED IT TO ME? MY FRIENDS, I HAVE NO IDEA, FOR I UNDERSTAND NEITHER BEGINNING NOR END.” AND TURNING TO JOSEPH HE REMARKED, “WITHOUT A DOUBT, BROTHER, THIS CHILD WAS NOT BORN OF THIS EARTH, SO I IMPLORE YOU, BROTHER JOSEPH, TAKE HIM BACK HOME WITH YOU. BE HE A GOD OR AN ANGEL OR SOME OTHER MAGNIFICENT BEING I DO NOT KNOW, AND CANNOT SAY.” ZACCHAEUS TAKES JESUS TO LEVI (ARIN 20:7-12; PSMT 31; INTH 8) JERUSALEM THEN THE DOCTOR OF THE LAW, MASTER ZACCHAEUS URGED JOSEPH AND 93 MARY A SECOND TIME, “TURN THE BOY OVER TO ME AND I WILL TAKE HIM TO MASTER LEVI--HE WILL TEACH HIM LETTERS AND GIVE HIM AN EDUCATION!” THEN JOSEPH AND MARY PACIFIED JESUS AND TOOK HIM OVER TO THE SCHOOL SO THAT THE ELDERLY LEVI MIGHT TEACH HIM LETTERS. AND FROM THE MOMENT HE ENTERED THAT PLACE, JESUS REMAINED SILENT. AND STARTING WITH THE FIRST LETTER, ALEPH, MASTER LEVI KEPT SAYING JUST THAT ONE LETTER TO JESUS, AND ORDERING HIM TO EXPLAIN IT, BUT HE HELD HIS PEACE AND GAVE NO ANSWER. THEN MASTER LEVI, HIS INSTRUCTOR, GRABBED HIS STORAX ROD AND CRACKED HIM OVER THE HEAD WITH IT. THEN JESUS, STANDING UP TO HIS TEACHER LEVI, DEMANDED, “WHY DID YOU HIT ME? YOU CAN BE QUITE SURE OF THIS: THE ONE WHO HAS BEEN STRICKEN CAN TEACH THE ONE WHO STRUCK HIM MUCH MORE THAN HE COULD EVER LEARN FROM HIM. YOU SEE, I CAN TEACH YOU ALL ABOUT WHAT YOU CLAIM TO KNOW. EVERYONE WHO SPEAKS, AND EVERYONE WHO HEARS IS AS BLIND AS THE NOISE OF BRASS OR THE CLANG OF A CYMBAL; WHICH CANNOT HEAR THE SOUNDS THEY MAKE.” TO ZACCHAEUS HE ADDED, “EVERY LETTER FROM ALEPH TO [TAW] IS UNDERSTOOD BY THE WAY THAT IT’S COMPOSED. EXPLAIN WHAT THE [TAW] IS FIRST, AND THEN I WILL MAKE CLEAR TO YOU WHAT THE ALEPH IS.” AND ONCE AGAIN HE SAID TO HIM, “HOW CAN THOSE WHO KNOW NOT THE ALEPH, EVER COME TO KNOW THE [TAW], SEEING HOW HYPOCRITICAL THEY ARE? SAY WHAT ALEPH IS FIRST AND THEN I WILL BELIEVE YOU WHEN YOU EXPOUND TO ME THE BETH.” THEN, ONE BY ONE, JESUS STARTED ASKING ABOUT THE NAMES OF EACH, AND SAID, “LET THE LAW TEACHER EXPLAIN TO US WHAT THE FIRST LETTER IS, OR WHY IT HAS SO MANY TRIANGLES, WHICH GRADUALLY FLOW FROM POINTED TO BROAD, BRINGING TOGETHER, DRAWING ACROSS, AND REACHING OVER; BEING PERPENDICULAR, PROSTRATE, AND CURVING.” AND WHEN THE TEACHER THREATENED HIM WITH A WHIPPING, THE LORD JESUS EXPOUNDED THE MEANING OF THE LETTERS ALEPH AND BETH TO HIM. HE ALSO POINTED OUT WHICH PARTS OF THE LETTERS WERE STRAIGHT, WHICH WERE DIAGONAL; WHICH OF THEM HAD DOUBLE STROKES; THOSE WITH AND WITHOUT POINTS; THE REASON THAT ONE PRECEDED ANOTHER; AND HE BEGAN TO MAKE PLAIN TO HIM ONE THING AFTER ANOTHER, EXPLAINING THINGS THAT HIS INSTRUCTOR HAD NEVER SO MUCH AS HEARD OF BEFORE, NOR READ OUT OF ANY BOOK. AND WHEN LEVI HEARD THIS, HE WAS SURPRISED AT SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT OF LETTERS AND NAMES, AND STARTED LOUDLY DENOUNCING JESUS BEFORE THEM 94 ALL, “DOES HE EVEN DESERVE TO LIVE ON THIS EARTH? NO, HE OUGHT TO BE HUNG INSTEAD UPON A GIANT CROSS! HE CAN PUT OUT ANY FIRE AND TALK HIS WAY OUT OF ANY PUNISHMENT.” THE LORD JESUS WENT ON TO EXPLAIN TO THE TEACHER, “LISTEN CAREFULLY TO THE WAY THAT I SPEAK THEM.” THEN HE STARTED PLAINLY AND INTELLIGIBLY TO PRONOUNCE, “ALEPH, BETH, GIMEL, DALETH...” AND ALL OF THE OTHERS TO THE END OF THE ALPHABET. UPON HEARING THIS, THE TEACHER WAS SO BESIDE HIMSELF THAT HE CRIED OUT, “I HONESTLY BELIEVE THAT THIS CHILD LIVED BEFORE THE DELUGE AND WAS BORN BEFORE NOAH. WHAT WOMB GAVE RISE TO HIM? WHAT MOTHER BROUGHT HIM INTO THIS WORLD? WHAT BREASTS NURSED HIM? I FLEE FROM HIS PRESENCE. I CANNOT ENDURE THE WORDS FROM HIS MOUTH, AND MY HEART IS AMAZED AT THE SOUND OF SUCH SPEECH. I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT ANY MAN COULD COMPREHEND HIS EXPOSITIONS UNLESS GOD WERE WITH HIM. NOW I-- PITIFUL FOOL THAT I AM--HAVE ALLOWED MYSELF TO BECOME A JOKE IN HIS EYES, FOR THE WHOLE TIME THAT I WAS THINKING OF HIM AS A STUDENT, IGNORANT OF WHO HE WAS, I HAVE COME TO SEE THAT HE’S MY BETTER. NOW WHAT CAN I SAY? BECAUSE I CANNOT ENDURE THE WORDS THAT THIS BOY SPEAKS, NOR DO I FIND MYSELF ABLE TO PLUMB THEIR DEPTHS, I MUST SURELY LEAVE THIS TOWN. FOR SEEING AS HOW I AM ABLE TO GRASP NEITHER BEGINNING NOR END OF HIS EXPOSITION, AN OLD MAN LIKE ME STANDS VANQUISHED BY A LITTLE CHILD. IT IS NO SMALL MATTER TO ASCERTAIN EVEN THE FIRST THING ABOUT HIM. I TELL YOU MOST ASSUREDLY, AND DO NOT LIE WHEN I SAY THAT FROM WHERE I STAND, THE ACTIONS OF THIS BOY, THE SOURCE OF HIS SPEAKING, AND THE THOUGHT THAT UNDERLIES HIS OBJECTIVE, SEEM TO HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THOSE OF MORTAL MEN. HENCE, I CANNOT TELL WHETHER HE IS A SORCERER, OR A GOD, OR IF, PERHAPS, THERE IS SOME ANGEL OF GOD SPEAKING THROUGH HIM. FROM WHERE HE DERIVES HIS ESSENCE, OR FROM WHERE HE CAME, OR WHAT EVER WILL BECOME OF HIM I CANNOT SAY.” TURNING TO JOSEPH, HE CONFESSED, “YOU BROUGHT ME A BOY WHO IS MORE KNOWLEDGEABLE THAN ANY MASTER, AS THOUGH HE WERE IN NEED OF LEARNING.” AND TURNING TO MARY THE TEACHER AFFIRMED, “THIS SON OF YOURS HAS NOT THE SLIGHTEST NEED OF ANY TEACHING.” AND EVEN AS THE JEWS WERE ATTEMPTING TO CONSOLE ZACCHAEUS, THE BOY JESUS CRACKED A SMILE AND LAUGHED OUT LOUD. THEN HE SAID TO THE SONS OF ISRAEL WHO WERE STANDING THERE LISTENING, “LET THOSE AMONG YOU 95 WHO HAVE BORNE NO FRUIT NOW BRING IT FORTH, AND LET THOSE WHOSE HEARTS ARE BLIND NOW SEE, THOSE WHO ARE LAME NOW WALK STRAIGHT, THE POOR ENJOY GOOD THINGS, THE DEAD COME BACK TO LIFE, AND EVERYONE BE RESTORED TO THEIR ORIGINAL STATURE TO LIVE IN HIM WHO IS THE FOUNTAINHEAD OF LIFE AND OF ETERNAL SWEETNESS. I HAVE COME DOWN HERE FROM ON HIGH THAT I MIGHT BRING A CURSE ON THESE FOR THEIR OWN GOOD, SO THAT I MIGHT SUMMON THEM AGAIN TO WHAT IS ABOVE, EVEN AS IT HAS BEEN DECREED BY THE ONE WHO SENT ME.” AND WHEN THE BOY JESUS HAD SPOKEN THESE THINGS, THOSE WHO HAD FALLEN VICTIM TO GRAVE DISORDERS WERE IMMEDIATELY HEALED. AFTER THAT, NO ONE DARED TO SAY A THING TO HIM, OR TO HEAR ANYTHING FROM HIM, OR TO ANGER HIM FOR FEAR THAT THEY MIGHT BE CURSED BY HIM AND THEREBY SUFFER HARM. BOYS ROUGHHOUSING ON THE ROOF (ARIN 19:4-11; INTH 9(8); PSMT 32) NAZARETH JOSEPH AND MARY THEN WENT AWAY AND TOOK JESUS INTO THE CITY OF NAZARETH, AND HE LIVED WITH HIS PARENTS THERE. AND A FEW DAYS LATER, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, JESUS WAS PLAYING ON A HOUSETOP IN NAZARETH WITH SOME OTHER YOUNGSTERS. ONE OF THEM SHOVED ANOTHER HEADLONG TO THE GROUND FROM THE UPPER FLOOR, WHEREUPON THE CHILD DIED. AND WHEN THEY SAW IT, ALL OF THE OTHER CHILDREN WHO HAD BEEN PLAYING WITH HIM RAN AWAY, LEAVING JESUS STANDING THERE BY HIMSELF ON THE HOUSETOP WHERE THE BOY HAD BEEN PUSHED OFF. AND WHEN THE DEAD BOY’S PARENTS HEARD OF IT, THEY RAN OVER TO THAT PLACE IN TEARS. AND WHEN THEY FOUND THE DEAD BOY LYING ON THE GROUND AND JESUS STANDING UP ABOVE, THEY ASSUMED THAT HE HAD PUSHED HIM DOWN. AND THE DEAD BOY’S PARENTS, WHO HAD NOT WITNESSED THE EVENT, CONFRONTED JOSEPH AND MARY, SAYING, “YOUR SON HAS THROWN OUR BOY TO THE GROUND, AND NOW HE IS DEAD.” BUT JESUS HELD HIS PEACE AND DID NOT ANSWER. THEN THEY LOOKED UP AT JESUS AND DENOUNCED HIM, ACCUSING HIM OF HAVING THROWN HIM OFF: “SURELY IT WAS YOU WHO THREW OUR BOY FROM THE TOP OF THAT HOUSE!” JOSEPH AND MARY QUICKLY RAN OVER TO WHERE JESUS WAS; AND HIS MOTHER QUESTIONED HIM, “MY LORD, TELL ME, WAS IT YOU WHO PUSHED HIM DOWN?” BUT JESUS DENIED IT, ANSWERING, “I DID NOT THROW HIM OFF--HE JUMPED 96 DOWN FROM IT HIMSELF. HE WAS SIMPLY BEING CARELESS AND HURLED HIMSELF FROM THE ROOF TO HIS DEATH.” BUT THEY SHOUTED AND THREATENED HIM, SAYING, “OUR SON HAS BEEN KILLED, AND THIS IS THE ONE WHO MURDERED HIM!” AND SIZING UP THE SITUATION, THE LORD JESUS ANSWERED THEM, “DO NOT ACCUSE ME OF A CRIME THAT YOU HAVE NO WAY OF PROVING. LET US GO AND ASK HIM OURSELVES. HE WILL TELL US WHAT REALLY HAPPENED.” AND IMMEDIATELY JESUS JUMPED DOWN FROM THE ROOF AND YELLED OUT AS LOUD AS HE COULD, “ZENO! ZENO!” FOR THAT WAS THE YOUNG BOY’S NAME. AND ZENO ANSWERED JESUS, “YES, LORD?” “WAS I THE ONE WHO PUSHED YOU FROM THE ROOF TO THE GROUND?” JESUS ASKED HIM. “GET UP AND SAY WHO THREW YOU DOWN!” AND AT HIS WORD, THE BOY GOT UP AND WORSHIPED JESUS SAYING, “LORD, YOU WERE NOT THE ONE WHO THREW ME DOWN. THAT INDEED, WAS SOMEONE ELSE. RATHER, IT WAS YOU WHO RAISED ME FROM DEATH TO LIFE!” AND WHEN THEY SAW WHAT HAD HAPPENED, EVERYONE WAS ASTOUNDED, INCLUDING THE PARENTS OF THE PREVIOUSLY DEAD BOY. AND WHEN THE LORD JESUS ADVISED THOSE WHO HAD GATHERED AROUND TO CONSIDER THE BOY’S WORDS CAREFULLY, THEY PRAISED GOD FOR THE MIRACLE. AND THE PARENTS PRAISED GOD FOR THE SIGN THAT JESUS HAD SHOWN AND WORSHIPED HIM. JOSEPH, MARY, AND JESUS THEN MOVED ON TO JERICHO. JESUS HEALS A MAN’S FOOT (INTH 10(9)) JERICHO A FEW DAYS LATER, IN THAT VERY QUARTER, THERE WAS THIS MAN CHOPPING WOOD IN A NEARBY CORNER WHO LOST CONTROL OF HIS AX, SPLITTING OPEN AND SEVERING THE SOLE FROM HIS FOOT. HE WAS BLEEDING SO FREELY THAT HE WAS NEAR TO DEATH. SUCH A DISTURBANCE THEN AROSE IN THAT PLACE THAT MANY PEOPLE RAN UP TO HIM AND GATHERED ALL AROUND HIM. THE BOY JESUS RAN THERE ALSO, SHOVING HIS WAY THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE CROWD. HE THEN TOOK HIM BY THE FOOT, AND HEALED THE YOUNG MAN WITH JUST A TOUCH. THEN JESUS ORDERED HIM, “GET UP! SPLIT YOUR WOOD, AND THINK OF ME.” THE MAN GOT UP AND WORSHIPED HIM, THANKED HIM, AND THEN BEGAN TO SPLIT HIS WOOD. AND SEEING WHAT HAD HAPPENED, EVERYONE THERE ALSO GAVE THANKS AND MARVELED, WORSHIPPING THE LAD AND CONFESSING, “WITHOUT A DOUBT 97 THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS ALIVE IN THIS CHILD.” JESUS DRAWS WATER WITH HIS GARMENT (ARIN 19:12-15; INTH 11(10); PSMT 33) JERICHO NOW WHEN JESUS WAS SIX YEARS OLD, HIS MOTHER HANDED HIM A PITCHER AND SENT HIM OUT WITH SOME CHILDREN TO DRAW WATER FROM THE WELL AND RETURN WITH IT. HE PULLED IT OUT COMPLETELY FULL, AND AFTER HE HAD DRAWN IT OUT, AS HE WAS WALKING IN A CROWD, ONE OF THE CHILDREN BUMPED AGAINST HIM AND HIT THE JUG, WHEREUPON HE STUMBLED AND IT BROKE! AND GOING OVER TO THE WELL, HE LAID OUT THE GARMENT HE WAS WEARING, DREW UP AS MUCH WELL WATER WITH IT AS HAD BEEN IN THE PITCHER, AND CARRIED IT TO HIS MOTHER IN HIS ROBE. AND WHEN HIS MOTHER SAW THIS ASTONISHING MIRACLE, SHE PONDERED IT WITHIN HERSELF, AND SHE WAS COMPLETELY AMAZED; SHE THEN HUGGED AND KISSED HIM ALL OVER. MARY ETCHED THIS AND ALL OF THE OTHER WONDERS THAT SHE HAD SEEN IN HER HEART, KEEPING THE MYSTERIES SHE HAD SEEN HIM PERFORM TO HERSELF. THE THREE MEASURES OF CORN (PSMT 34) JERICHO ON ANOTHER DAY, JESUS TOOK A TINY MEASURE OF GRAIN FROM HIS MOTHER’S STOREHOUSE AND WENT OUT TO THE FIELD AND SEEDED IT HIMSELF. THEN IT SPRANG FORTH AND GREW, BEARING INCREASE WITH ASTONISHING SPEED. IN TIME HE HARVESTED IT ALONE; AND IT YIELDED HIM THREE MEASURES, WHICH HE FREELY GAVE TO HIS MANY FRIENDS. JESUS, MARY, AND SALOME HELP OUT JOHN THE BAPTIST (LJB PT.10) THE WILDERNESS OF JUDEA NOW AS FOR THE BLESSED JOHN, HE WANDERED WITH HIS MOTHER OUT IN THE DESERT, AND GOD SUPPLIED LOCUSTS AND WILD HONEY FOR HIM TO EAT, EVEN AS IT HAD BEEN SPOKEN TO HIS MOTHER ABOUT HIM, THAT HE MIGHT NOT LET ANY UNCLEAN FOOD PASS THROUGH HIS MOUTH. AFTER FIVE YEARS HAD COME AND GONE, THE DEVOUT, EXALTED, AND AGED MOTHER ELIZABETH PASSED AWAY AND THE HOLY JOHN SAT WEEPING OVER HER BODY. HE HAD NO IDEA 98 HOW TO ENSHROUD OR BURY HER, FOR HE WAS BUT SEVEN-AND-A-HALF AT THE TIME OF HER PASSING. (NOW THE BLESSED ELIZABETH DIED ON THE SAME DAY AS HAD HEROD, WHICH WAS FEBRUARY THE FIFTEENTH.) JESUS, WHO COULD SEE BOTH THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, SAW HIS COUSIN JOHN SITTING AND WAILING OVER HIS MOTHER. AND JESUS ALSO STARTED WEEPING AT LENGTH, BUT NO ONE KNEW THE CAUSE OF HIS TEARS. WHEN MARY SAW THE GRIEVING OF JESUS, SHE ASKED HIM, “WHY ARE YOU WEEPING? DID JOSEPH OR SOMEONE ELSE SCOLD YOU?” “NO, MOTHER,” ANSWERED THE MOUTH ABOUNDING WITH LIFE. “THE TRUTH IS THAT ELIZABETH, YOUR AGED KINSWOMAN, HAS LEFT MY DEARLY BELOVED JOHN AN ORPHAN. EVEN NOW HE IS WEEPING OVER HER BODY, WHICH IS LYING ON THE MOUNTAIN.” WHEN MARY HEARD THIS, SHE BEGAN TO MOURN OVER THE LOSS OF HER KINSWOMAN. “WEEP NOT, DEAREST MOTHER,” JESUS CONSOLED HER. “WE WILL GO AND VISIT HER THIS VERY HOUR.” AND EVEN AS HE WAS SAYING THIS TO HIS MOTHER, A BRIGHT CLOUD CAME DOWN AND SETTLED IN BETWEEN THEM. THEN JESUS SAID, “CALL UPON SALOME, AND HAVE HER COME ALONG WITH US.” THEN THEY ALL CLIMBED ONTO THE CLOUD, WHICH FLEW THEM OUT TO THE WILDERNESS OF ’AIN KARIM WHERE JOHN WAS SITTING, AND ELIZABETH’S BODY WAS LAYING. THE SAVIOR THEN COMMANDED THE CLOUD, “DROP US OFF ON THIS SIDE OF IT.” THEN THE CLOUD, WITHOUT DELAY, TRAVELED THERE AND WENT AWAY. BUT THE SOUND CARRIED OVER TO JOHN. AND WHEN JOHN HEARD THE NOISE OF THEIR APPROACH, HE WAS AFRAID AND ABANDONED THE BODY OF HIS MOTHER. HE THEN HEARD A VOICE THAT SAID, “JOHN, DO NOT BE AFRAID. I AM YOUR KINSMAN JESUS. I HAVE COME WITH MY MOTHER TO SEE TO THE PROPER BURIAL OF YOUR OWN HALLOWED MOTHER ELIZABETH, FOR SHE IS NEAR OF KIN TO MY MOTHER AND ME.” WHEN JOHN HEARD THIS, HE TURNED AROUND AND HEADED BACK IN THE DIRECTION OF CHRIST AND HIS MOTHER MARY AND EMBRACED THEM. THEN THE SAVIOR SAID TO HIS MOTHER, “MOTHER, SALOME, RISE UP AND WASH HER BODY OFF.” THEY BATHED IT IN THE SPRING FROM WHICH SHE USED TO WASH HERSELF AND HER BOY. MARY THEN HELD JOHN CLOSE AND WEPT WITH HIM, CURSING HEROD FOR HIS MANY CRIMES. THEN THE ANGELS MICHAEL AND GABRIEL CAME DOWN FROM THE HEAVENS AND DUG A GRAVE. “GO NOW,” SAID THE SAVIOR, “AND RETURN WITH THE SOULS OF ZECHARIAH AND SIMEON THE PRIEST, THAT THEY MIGHT SING AS YOU BURY HER BODY.” IMMEDIATELY MICHAEL RETURNED WITH THE SOULS OF SIMEON 99 AND ZECHARIAH, WHO PLACED THE SHROUD OVER ELIZABETH’S BODY AND SANG FOR RATHER A WHILE. NOW THE MOTHER OF JESUS WEPT, AS DID SALOME, AND THE TWO PRIESTS TRACED THE SIGN OF THE CROSS UPON HER CORPSE AND PRAYED OVER IT THREE TIMES BEFORE LAYING IT TO REST IN THE GRAVE. THEN THEY BURIED HER BODY THERE, SEALING THE PLOT WITH THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, AND THEY EACH RETURNED IN PEACE TO THEIR PLACES. FOR SEVEN DAYS JESUS AND HIS MOTHER REMAINED WITH JOHN--CONSOLING HIM ON THE LOSS OF HIS MOTHER, AND TEACHING HIM HOW TO SURVIVE IN THE DESERT. THEN JESUS SAID TO HIS MOTHER, “LET US MOVE ON TO WHERE I CAN RESUME MY WORK.” AND MARY BURST INTO TEARS OVER THE ISOLATION OF THE YOUNG BOY JOHN, SO SHE SUGGESTED, “SINCE HE HAS BEEN LEFT AN ORPHAN AND THERE’S NO ONE HERE TO CARE FOR HIM, WE WILL TAKE HIM HOME WITH US.” BUT JESUS REPLIED, “THIS IS NOT THE WILL OF MY HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN]. HE IS TO REMAIN IN THE WILDERNESS UNTIL THE DAY THAT HE’S REVEALED TO ISRAEL. HE WILL NOT REMAIN IN A WASTELAND FULL OF WILD BEASTS, BUT WILL INSTEAD WALK IN A DESERT FULL OF PROPHETS AND ANGELS, AS THOUGH THERE WERE GREAT MULTITUDES OF PEOPLE THERE. ARCHANGEL GABRIEL IS ALSO WITH US, AND I HAVE CHARGED HIM WITH PROTECTING JOHN AND GRANTING HIM POWER FROM ON HIGH. WHAT IS MORE, I WILL MAKE THE WATER FROM THIS SPRING AS SWEET AND PLEASING TO HIM AS HIS OWN MOTHER’S MILK. WHO WAS IT THAT WATCHED OVER HIM IN HIS YOUTH? OH, MOTHER, DO I NOT LOVE HIM MORE THAN THE WORLD ITSELF? ZECHARIAH LOVED HIM TOO, AND I HAVE DECREED THAT HE SHOULD ALSO COME AND CARE FOR JOHN, FOR THOUGH HIS BODY LIES BURIED IN THE GROUND, HIS SOUL INDEED LIVES ON.” JESUS SPOKE THESE WORDS TO HIS MOTHER IN THE WILDERNESS, EVEN AS JOHN REMAINED BEHIND. THEY THEN CLIMBED BACK ONTO THE CLOUD, AND JOHN WATCHED AND GRIEVED AS THEY LEFT HIM THERE. MARY AGONIZED AND MOURNED FOR JOHN SAYING, “HOW WRETCHED I FEEL, SEEING YOU ALONE OUT HERE IN THE DESERT. WHERE IS YOUR FATHER ZECHARIAH? WHERE IS YOUR MOTHER ELIZABETH? LET THEM COME TODAY AND WEEP ALONGSIDE ME.” “MOTHER,” JESUS REASSURED HER, “DO NOT WEEP OVER THIS CHILD, FOR I WILL NEVER FORGET HIM.” AND EVEN AS HE WAS SAYING THESE THINGS, BEHOLD, THE CLOUD PICKED THEM UP AND CARRIED THEM OFF TO NAZARETH. AND WHILE IN NAZARETH, JESUS FULFILLED ALL THINGS HUMAN EXCEPT FOR SINNING. AND JOHN LIVED IN THE DESERT WITH GREAT SIMPLICITY AND DEVOTION. GOD AND 100 HIS ANGELS WERE WITH HIM THERE, AND HIS ONLY NOURISHMENT CAME FROM GRASSES AND WILD HONEY. HE PRAYED WITHOUT CEASING, FASTED OFTEN, AND REMAINED IN EXPECTATION OF THE SALVATION OF ISRAEL. JESUS COMMANDS CLAY ANIMALS (ARIN 15:1-7) JERICHO? ONE DAY, WHEN THE LORD JESUS WAS SEVEN YEARS OLD, HE WAS PLAYING WITH SOME FRIENDS OF HIS WHO WERE ABOUT HIS AGE. AS THE BOYS WERE PLAYING, THEY MOLDED CLAY INTO VARIOUS SHAPES--DONKEYS, CATTLE, BIRDS, AND OTHER CREATURES. EACH OF THEM WAS BOASTING TO THE OTHERS ABOUT HOW MUCH BETTER THEIR OWN WAS, AND EACH OF THEM WAS ATTEMPTING TO OUTDO THE OTHERS. FINALLY, THE LORD JESUS SAID TO THE YOUNG MEN, “I WILL ORDER THE FORMS THAT I HAVE FASHIONED TO WALK.” AND RIGHT AWAY THEY STARTED WALKING, AND WHEN HE ORDERED THEM TO RETURN, ALL OF THEM CAME BACK TO HIM. HE HAD, MOREOVER, MODELED IMAGES OF SPARROWS AND OTHER BIRDS, WHICH FLEW AROUND WHEN HE ORDERED THEM TO FLY, STAYED IN PLACE WHEN HE SAID “HOVER,” AND ATE AND DRANK WHEN HE GAVE THEM FOOD AND DRINK. AFTER A WHILE, THE BOYS WENT OFF AND REPORTED TO THEIR PARENTS ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED, AND THEIR FATHERS ALL ADMONISHED THEM, “FROM NOW ON, CHILDREN, BEWARE OF HIS COMPANIONSHIP, FOR HE IS AN ENCHANTER. STEER CLEAR OF HIM AND HAVE NOTHING AT ALL TO DO WITH HIM, FOR FROM THIS TIME FORWARD YOU ARE FORBIDDEN EVER TO PLAY WITH HIM.” MIRACLE AT THE DYER’S (ARIN 15:8-15; INTH: PARIS MANUSCRIPT #239) JERICHO? ON ANOTHER DAY, WHEN THE LORD JESUS WAS PLAYING AND RUNNING AROUND WITH THE BOYS, HE PASSED BY THE SHOP OF A DYER NAMED SALEM. THERE WERE MANY CLOTHES IN THAT SHOP BELONGING TO THE PEOPLE OF THAT TOWN; EACH WITH ORDERS TO BE DYED IN VARIOUS WAYS. HE SAW A YOUNG MAN DIPPING SOME CLOTHING AND LEGGINGS INTO A RATHER GLOOMY COLOR, DYING THEM ACCORDING TO THE INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN BY EACH OF HIS CUSTOMERS, AND PLACING THEM INTO THE VAT. THE BOY JESUS, ENTERING INTO THE DYER’S SHOP, APPROACHED THE YOUNG MAN WHO WAS DOING THIS, TOOK ALL OF THE GARMENTS AND THREW THEM INTO THE DRYER. WHEN SALEM RETURNED AND SAW THAT THE CLOTHES HAD ALL BEEN RUINED, HE STARTED TO 101 RANT AND TO RAVE, AND TO TAKE JESUS TO TASK, SAYING, “OH SON OF MARY, WHAT HAVE YOU DONE TO ME? YOU HAVE NOT WRONGED ME ALONE, BUT MY NEIGHBORS AS WELL. THEY ALL WANTED THEIR CLOTHING TO BE DYED PROPERLY, BUT YOU CAME ALONG AND RUINED THEM ENTIRELY!” THEN THE LORD JESUS ANSWERED HIM, “I WILL RESTORE EACH AND EVERY PIECE TO WHATEVER COLOR YOU WISH.” AND HE IMMEDIATELY STARTED PULLING THE CLOTHS FROM OUT OF THE DRYER, AND THEY ALL WERE COLORED AS THE DYER HAD INTENDED. AND WHEN THE JEWS SAW THIS AMAZING MIRACLE, THEY ALL STARTED PRAISING GOD. ANOTHER MIRACLE AT THE DYER’S (GPH 37, 47; QUR 2:138) THE LORD ENTERED INTO THE SHOP OF A DYER NAMED LEVI, TOOK SEVENTYTWO DIFFERENT PIGMENTS AND POURED THEM ALL INTO THE VAT. NOW AS JESUS TOOK THEM OUT, THEY ALL TURNED WHITE. THEN HE SAID, “THE SON HAS COME AS ONE WHO DYES IN THE SELFSAME MANNER.” GOD IS A DYER, AND EVEN AS THE EXCELLENT DYES ARE CALLED “TRUE,” AND FUSE WITH EVERYTHING THAT IS COLORED WITHIN THEM, SO IT ALSO HAPPENS TO WHOMEVER GOD DYES. EVEN AS HIS ARE DYES OF IMMORTALITY, SO ALSO DO THEY ACHIEVE ETERNAL LIFE BY MEANS OF HIS TINCTURES. THESE DAYS WHAT GOD DIPS, HE DIPS IN WATER. WE SOAK IN THE DYE OF GOD. WHO CAN BOAST OF A DYE THAT IS BETTER THAN GOD’S? TRULY WE WILL WORSHIP HIM! JESUS STRETCHES THE THRONE (ARIN 16:1-16) JERUSALEM NOW WHENEVER JOSEPH WOULD GO INTO TOWN, HE WOULD TAKE THE LORD JESUS ALONG. WHETHER HIS WORK INVOLVED MAKING GATES, MILKING BUCKETS, SIEVES, OR CRATES, ANYWHERE THAT HE WOULD GO, THE LORD JESUS WOULD GO THERE WITH HIM. NOW ANY TIME JOSEPH WAS WORKING ON SOMETHING THAT NEEDED LENGTHENING OR SHORTENING; WIDENING OR NARROWING, THE LORD JESUS WOULD REACH HIS HAND OUT TOWARD IT, AND IT WOULD IMMEDIATELY BECOME AS HE NEEDED IT TO BE. HE THEREFORE HAD NO NEED TO COMPLETE ANY JOB WITH HIS OWN TWO HANDS, FOR JOSEPH WAS NOT AN EXPERT IN THIS LINE OF WORK. THE KING OF JERUSALEM ONCE SUMMONED JOSEPH AND INSTRUCTED HIM, “I WANT YOU TO FASHION A THRONE FOR ME OF PRECISELY THE SAME 102 DIMENSIONS AS THE PLACE WHERE I USUALLY SIT.” JOSEPH AGREED AND STARTED WORKING ON THE PROJECT. HE LABORED FOR TWO WHOLE YEARS IN THE PALACE OF THE KING BEFORE HE WAS ABLE TO FINISH IT OFF, AND WHEN HE BROUGHT IT TO THE SPOT TO FIT IT IN, HE FOUND THAT IT WAS TWO SPANS SHORT OF THE COMMISSIONED SIZE ON EITHER SIDE. AND WHEN THE KING SAW IT, HE SEETHED WITH RAGE AT JOSEPH. JOSEPH WAS SO DISTRAUGHT OVER THE KING’S ANGER, THAT HE DID NOT EVEN EAT HIS SUPPER, BUT WENT STRAIGHT TO BED, TAKING NOTHING WITH HIM TO EAT. THE LORD JESUS THEN INQUIRED, “WHAT ARE YOU UPSET ABOUT?” “BECAUSE,” JOSEPH REPLIED, “I HAVE WASTED TWO WHOLE YEARS OF LABOR IN THIS EFFORT!” “DO NOT FEAR,” JESUS REASSURED HIM, “NEITHER SHOULD YOU BE DISTRAUGHT. YOU TAKE HOLD OF ONE SIDE OF THE THRONE, AND I WILL TAKE HOLD OF THE OTHER, AND WE WILL STRETCH IT TO ITS PROPER LENGTH.” AND WHEN JOSEPH DID WHAT JESUS HAD SAID, AND EACH HAD PULLED AS HARD AS THEY COULD, THE THRONE OBEDIENTLY STRETCHED ITSELF TO FIT THE SPACE EXACTLY. WHEN THOSE WHO WERE STANDING THERE SAW IT, THEY WERE ALL ASTOUNDED AND GAVE PRAISE TO GOD, FOR THIS THRONE WAS MADE FROM THE SAME KIND OF WOOD AS WAS USED IN SOLOMON’S DAY, DECORATED AS IT WAS WITH MANY INTRICATE FIGURES AND DESIGNS. THE BOYS WHO TURNED INTO GOATS (ARIN 17:1-10) JERUSALEM? ON ANOTHER OCCASION THE LORD JESUS WENT OUT INTO THE STREET, SAW SOME YOUNG BOYS PLAYING TOGETHER, AND WENT OVER TO THEM TO JOIN IN. BUT AS SOON AS THEY CAUGHT SIGHT OF HIM, THEY ALL HID THEMSELVES FROM HIM, LEAVING HIM TO LOOK FOR THEM. THE LORD JESUS CAME UP TO THE GATE OF A CERTAIN HOUSE AND ASKED THE WOMEN STANDING THERE, “WHERE DID ALL OF THOSE BOYS GO?” AND WHEN THEY SAID THAT THERE WERE NONE AROUND, THE LORD JESUS ASKED THEM, “THEN WHO ARE THOSE YOU CAN PLAINLY SEE IN THAT ARCHWAY OVER THERE?” “THOSE ARE THREE-YEAR-OLD GOATS,” THE WOMEN REPLIED. THEN JESUS SHOUTED, “HEY YOU GOATS, COME ON OVER TO YOUR SHEPHERD!” AND THE BOYS CAME OUT AND FROLICKED ALL AROUND HIM LIKE GOATS. AND WHEN THE WOMEN SAW THAT, THEY WERE UTTERLY ASTOUNDED, AND TREMBLED. AND RIGHT AWAY THEY WORSHIPED THE LORD 103 JESUS, BEGGING HIM, “OH JESUS, OUR LORD, AND SON OF MARY, YOU ARE WITHOUT QUESTION THE GOOD SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL! HAVE MERCY ON YOUR MAIDSERVANTS, WHO STAND IN YOUR PRESENCE, LORD, AND HAVE NO DOUBT THAT YOU HAVE COME TO SAVE AND NOT DESTROY.” THEN THE LORD DECLARED TO THEM, “THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL APPEAR EVEN AS ETHIOPES COMPARED TO THE REST OF MANKIND.” “LORD,” THE WOMEN REPLIED, “YOU KNOW ALL THINGS, AND NOTHING CAN HIDE ITSELF FROM YOU; BUT NOW WE ARE ASKING YOU--EVEN APPEALING TO EVERY MERCY THAT IS WITHIN YOU--TO RESTORE THESE BOYS TO THEIR PRIOR STATE.” THEN HE SAID, “COME ON YOU GUYS, LET’S GO AND PLAY!” AND RIGHT IN FRONT OF THOSE WOMEN, THE GOATS ALL CHANGED BACK INTO BOYS. THE KING KILLS THE SERPENT (ARIN 18:1-19) JERUSALEM? IN THE MONTH OF ADAR, JESUS GATHERED THE BOYS TOGETHER, ARRANGING THEM AS WOULD A KING. THEY SPREAD THEIR CLOTHES OUT ON THE GROUND SO THAT HE COULD HAVE A SEAT. THEN THEY FASHIONED A GARLAND OF FLOWERS AND PLACED IT ON HIS HEAD. THEN THEY ARRAYED THEMSELVES TO HIS LEFT AND RIGHT AS GUARDIANS OF THE KING. NOW IF ANYONE HAPPENED TO PASS HIM BY, THE BOYS WOULD TAKE HOLD OF THEM AND DRIVE THEM ALONG SAYING, “COME ON OVER HERE AND PAY THE KING HIS DUE RESPECT, THAT ALL MAY GO WELL WITH YOU ALONG YOUR WAY.” AND EVEN AS THEY CARRIED ON LIKE THIS, SOME MEN CAME ALONG BEARING A BOY UPON A MAT. THIS CHILD, YOU SEE, HAD GONE TO GATHER WOOD UP ON THE MOUNTAINSIDE WITH SOME FRIENDS OF HIS, WHERE HE CAME ACROSS A PARTRIDGE’S NEST. HE REACHED OUT HIS HAND TO COLLECT THE EGGS, AND WITHOUT WARNING A VENOMOUS VIPER SHOT OUT OF IT AND STRUCK HIM ON HIS HAND. THEN HE SHOUTED FOR HIS FRIENDS TO COME AND HELP HIM OUT. BUT BY THE TIME THEY GOT TO WHERE THE YOUNG BOY WAS, HE WAS ALREADY LYING LIKE A CORPSE UPON THE GROUND. HIS NEIGHBORS SHOWED UP A LITTLE WHILE LATER AND CARRIED HIM BACK INTO TOWN. NOW WHEN THEY ARRIVED AT THE PLACE WHERE THE LORD JESUS SAT ENTHRONED AS A KING--AND THE OTHER BOYS STANDING AS HIS GUARDIANS--THE YOUNGSTERS RACED TO HEAD OFF THE SNAKE-BITTEN CHILD AND SAID, “COME WITH US AND PAY THE KING THE RESPECT HE IS DUE.” 104 WHEN, HOWEVER, OUT OF THEIR UNBEARABLE GRIEF THEY DECLINED, THE BOYS COMPELLED THEM, FORCING THEM TO AGAINST THEIR WILLS. AND WHEN THEY GOT TO THE LORD JESUS, HE SAID, “TELL ME WHY YOU ARE CARRYING THAT CHILD?” AND WHEN THEY SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN BITTEN BY A SNAKE, THE LORD JESUS SAID, “LET US GO AND SLAY THAT SERPENT.” BUT WHEN THAT BOY’S PARENTS BEGGED TO BE EXCUSED, SEEING THAT THEIR SON WAS ALL BUT DEAD ALREADY, THE YOUNG MEN SAID TO THEM AGAIN, “DID YOU NOT HEAR THE KING’S PRONOUNCEMENT, ‘LET US GO AND SLAY THAT SERPENT’? WILL YOU DISOBEY HIM?” SO THEY BROUGHT THE STRETCHER BACK, THOUGH IT REALLY WAS AGAINST THEIR WILLS. AND WHEN THEY ARRIVED AT THE NEST, THE LORD JESUS ASKED THE BOYS, “IS THIS WHERE THAT SERPENT LIKES TO HIDE?” “YES IT IS,” THEY ALL REPLIED. THEN THE LORD JESUS CALLED TO THE VIPER, AND IT SLITHERED OUT SUBMISSIVELY TO HIM. AND JESUS COMMANDED THE SERPENT, “GO RIGHT NOW AND SUCK OUT ALL OF THE VENOM THAT YOU’VE INJECTED INTO THAT BOY!” SO IT SKIDDED OVER TO HIM AND SUCKED ALL OF IT BACK OUT OF HIM. THEN THE LORD JESUS CURSED IT, AND THE SNAKE BURST OPEN AND DIED. AND HE PLACED HIS HAND UPON THE LAD, RESTORING HIM TO HIS FORMER STATE. AND WHEN THE BOY BEGAN TO CRY, THE LORD JESUS SAID TO HIM, “WIPE AWAY YOUR TEARS, FOR THE DAY IS COMING WHEN I WILL TAKE YOU ON AS ONE OF MY DISCIPLES.” AND THIS IS THE ONE WHO IS REFERRED TO AS SIMON THE CANAANITE IN THE GOSPEL. ONE KERNEL OF GRAIN YIELDS A HUNDRED MEASURES (INTH 12) JERICHO? ONCE AGAIN, DURING THE SOWING SEASON, THE BOY WENT OUT WITH HIS FATHER TO SOW GRAIN IN THEIR FIELD. NOW EVEN AS HIS FATHER SOWED, THE BOY JESUS PLANTED BUT A SINGLE GRAIN, AND AFTER HARVESTING AND TOSSING IT, HE GARNERED A FULL ONE HUNDRED MEASURES FROM IT. THEN HE CALLED THE NEEDY OF THAT TOWN TO THE THRESHING FLOOR AND DISTRIBUTED THE GRAIN AMONG THEM, AND JOSEPH GATHERED WHAT REMAINED, AND HE WAS EIGHT WHEN HE WORKED THIS WONDER. 105 THE LIONS WORSHIP JESUS (PSMT 35) JERICHO, THE JORDAN RIVER THERE IS THIS ROAD WHICH PASSES FROM JERICHO OVER TO THE PLACE ON THE JORDAN RIVER WHERE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL HAD CROSSED OVER; AND IT IS SAID THAT THE ARK OF THE COVENANT ONCE RESTED THERE. NOW JESUS, WHO BY THEN WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD, LEFT JERICHO AND HEADED OUT FOR THE JORDAN. THIS PATH WAS NOT SAFE FOR MEN TO WALK BECAUSE OVER BY THE SIDE OF THE ROAD, NOT FAR FROM THE RIVERBANK, THERE WAS THIS CAVE WHERE A LIONESS LAY NURSING HER CUBS. JESUS CAME FROM JERICHO KNOWING FULL WELL THAT A LIONESS HAD RECENTLY BROUGHT FORTH A LITTER IN THAT PLACE, AND HE WENT RIGHT IN BEFORE THEM ALL. NOW AS SOON AS THE LIONS CAUGHT SIGHT OF JESUS, THEY ALL RAN UP AND ADORED HIM. AND THE WHOLE TIME THAT JESUS SAT WITHIN THE CAVE, THE LITTLE CUBS RUBBED UP AGAINST HIM AND PLAYED WITH HIM, EVEN AS THE OLDER LIONS KEPT THEIR DISTANCE AND LOWERED THEIR HEADS, WORSHIPPING HIM AND PATTING THEIR TAILS AFFECTIONATELY UPON HIM. NOW THOSE WHO WERE STANDING OFF IN THE DISTANCE, UNABLE TO SEE JESUS SAID, “HE WOULD NEVER HAVE OFFERED HIMSELF TO THE LIONS UNLESS HE OR HIS PARENTS HAD COMMITTED SOME SERIOUS OFFENCE.” AND AS THESE PEOPLE WERE SPECULATING TO ONE ANOTHER, OVERWHELMED BY THEIR GRIEF, BEHOLD, JESUS SUDDENLY CAME OUT OF THE CAVE IN PLAIN SIGHT OF THEM ALL; THE PRIDE OF LIONS GOING BEFORE HIM, AND THE CUBS PLAYING WITH EACH OTHER ALL AROUND HIS FEET. AND JESUS’ MOTHER AND FATHER STOOD, HEADS BOWED, IN THE DISTANCE AS THEY LOOKED ON. THE OTHERS ALSO KEPT THEIR DISTANCE ON ACCOUNT OF THE LIONS, NOT DARING TO APPROACH THEM. THEN HE SAID TO THE PEOPLE THERE, “HOW FAR SUPERIOR ARE THE UNTAMED ANIMALS TO THE LIKES OF YOU, SEEING HOW THEY BOTH RECOGNIZE AND VENERATE THEIR LORD, WHEREAS YOU MEN, EVEN THOUGH YOU HAVE BEEN MADE IN THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD, HAVE NO IDEA WHO HE IS! WILD ANIMALS SENSE ME AND BECOME DOCILE; WHEREAS MEN LOOK RIGHT AT ME AND DO NOT EVEN ACKNOWLEDGE ME.” 106 THE LIONS CROSS THE JORDAN WITH JESUS (PSMT 36) THE JORDAN RIVER AFTER THIS, THE WATERS OF THE JORDAN SPREAD TO THE RIGHT AND TO THE LEFT, AND JESUS WENT ACROSS BEFORE THEM ALL, ATTENDED BY THE LIONS. THEN LOUD ENOUGH FOR ALL TO HEAR, JESUS CALLED OUT TO THE LIONS, “NOW GO IN PEACE ALONG YOUR WAY, INJURING NO ONE, AND MAY NO MAN DO YOU ANY HARM UNTIL YOU RETURN TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH YOU CAME.” AND THEY BID HIM FAREWELL THROUGH THEIR CRIES AND THEIR GESTURES. THEY THEN MOVED ON TO THEIR PROPER DOMAIN. JOSEPH AND JESUS STRETCH THE BEAM (INTH 13(11); PSMT 37) AND WHEN JESUS WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD, JOSEPH WAS COMMISSIONED BY A WEALTHY YOUNG MAN TO BUILD FOR HIM A BED OF SIX CUBITS, BECAUSE AT THAT TIME HE WAS WORKING AS A CARPENTER SPECIALIZING IN WOODEN PLOWS, YOKES FOR OXEN, FARM EQUIPMENT, AND BEDS. AND JOSEPH WENT OUT TO THE FIELD TO COLLECT SOME WOOD, AND JESUS WENT ALONG WITH HIM. HE ORDERED HIS SERVANT TO CUT A BEAM WITH AN IRON SAW TO THE GIVEN LENGTH. BUT HE DID NOT KEEP TO THE SPECIFIED MEASURE, CUTTING ONE OF THE TIMBERS A BIT TOO SHORT. AND AFTER SAWING TWO WOODEN PLANKS, HE PRODUCED ONE AND PLACED IT UP AGAINST THE OTHER. THEN JOSEPH, NOTICING THAT ONE BOARD WAS SHORTER THAN THE OTHER, GREW TROUBLED. THEN HE MEASURED IT AND CONFIRMED THAT IT WAS WANTING, SO HE BECAME FRUSTRATED AND WAS NOT SURE WHAT HE SHOULD DO ABOUT IT. AS HE STARTED THINKING ABOUT WHAT TO DO, HE HEADED OFF TO FIND ANOTHER. JESUS, WHEN HE SAW WHAT HAD HAPPENED, AND MARKING THE PERPLEXITY OF JOSEPH, THAT TO HIM THE SITUATION SEEMED HOPELESS, COMFORTED HIM, SAYING, “COME NOW, LET US TAKE HOLD OF BOTH ENDS OF THESE BEAMS AND POSITION THEM TOGETHER, LINING UP THE ENDS; FOR BY FITTING THEM TOGETHER PRECISELY AND PULLING THEM TO OURSELVES, WE WILL MAKE THE ONE THE SAME AS THE OTHER.” AND JOSEPH, UNSURE OF WHAT JESUS HAD IN MIND BY SAYING THIS, DID AS HE WAS TOLD, SINCE HE KNEW FULL WELL THAT JESUS COULD DO WHATEVER HE WILLED. SO JOSEPH GRABBED THE ENDS OF THE TWO WOODEN BEAMS AND PRESSED THEM FLUSH AGAINST THE WALL BESIDE HIM, AND JESUS 107 TOOK THE OPPOSITE ENDS. ONCE AGAIN JESUS SAID, “HOLD TIGHT TO THIS SHORTER PIECE.” AND JOSEPH, STILL BEWILDERED, TOOK HOLD OF IT. JESUS THEN GRABBED THE OTHER END AND STRETCHED IT TO HIMSELF UNTIL IT WAS THE SAME AS THE OTHER BEAM. “FROM NOW ON,” JESUS ASSURED HIM, “BE ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING, BUT GO BACK NOW AND FINISH YOUR WORK, EVEN AS YOU HAVE AGREED TO DO, WITH NOTHING WHATEVER TO STAND IN YOUR WAY.” HIS FATHER JOSEPH TOOK IT ALL IN AND WAS DUMFOUNDED. THEN HE HUGGED AND KISSED THE BOY, SAYING IN HIS HEART, “HOW BLESSED I AM THAT GOD HAS GIVEN ME A SON LIKE THIS!” THEN JOSEPH WENT AHEAD AND FINISHED THE JOB, EVEN AS HE HAD PROMISED. AND AS SOON AS THEY RETURNED TO TOWN, JOSEPH EXPLAINED ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED TO MARY. NOW WHEN MARY HEARD ABOUT AND HAD SEEN THE GLORIOUS MIRACLES THAT WERE DONE BY HER SON [JESUS], SHE EXULTED, WORSHIPPING HIM ALONG WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN], NOW AND FOREVERMORE; THROUGHOUT AN ETERNITY OF AGES. AMEN. JESUS’ SECOND VISIT TO A TEACHER (INTH 14; PSMT 38; ARIN 20:13-16) JERUSALEM? WHEN ALL OF THE PEOPLE STARTED URGING JOSEPH AND MARY TO ENROLL JESUS IN A SCHOOL SO THAT HE MIGHT LEARN HIS LETTERS, JOSEPH CAME TO ACCEPT JUST HOW MUCH THE BOY TRULY UNDERSTOOD FOR A CHILD OF HIS YEARS, AND THAT HE WAS BECOMING MUCH MORE MATURE. SO HE, NOT REFUSING, DECIDED THAT JESUS SHOULD NOT GO ON ANY LONGER WITHOUT LEARNING THEM, AND COMPLIED WITH THE ORDER OF THE ELDERS. THEY TOOK HIM TO SCHOOL A SECOND TIME AROUND, TO AN EVEN MORE LEARNED TEACHER, WHO WOULD INSTRUCT HIM IN HUMAN KNOWLEDGE. “FIRST I WILL TEACH HIM GREEK,” THE TEACHER SAID TO JOSEPH, “THEN I WILL MOVE ON TO HEBREW.” THAT TEACHER, YOU SEE, KNEW ALL ABOUT THE KNOWLEDGE THAT THIS BOY POSSESSED AND IT FRIGHTENED HIM. EVEN SO HE WROTE OUT THE ALPHABET FOR HIM AND WENT OVER IT WITH HIM FOR SEVERAL HOURS; BUT JESUS DID NOT ANSWER HIM. THEN THE INSTRUCTOR STARTED TEACHING HIM IN A FORCEFUL WAY, SAYING, “SAY ALPHA!” THEN JESUS CHALLENGED HIM, “IF YOU ARE SUCH A CLEVER TEACHER, AND KNOW THE LETTERS SO WELL, THEN TELL ME THE STRENGTH OF THE ALPHA, AND I WILL SHOW YOU THAT OF THE BETA--OR, IF YOU PREFER, YOU MAY TELL ME FIRST WHAT IS THE BETA, AND THEN I WILL EXPLAIN THE ALPHA.” NOW THE 108 TEACHER WAS ENRAGED AT THIS, BUT WHEN HE LIFTED HIS HAND TO FLOG THE CHILD, AND BEAT HIM OVER THE HEAD, THE BOY WINCED IN PAIN AND CURSED HIM, AND HIS HAND IMMEDIATELY WITHERED. THEN HE FELL FACE DOWN TO THE GROUND AND DIED. THEN THE BOY RETURNED TO THE HOUSE OF JOSEPH AND MARY. JOSEPH, HOWEVER, GREW ANXIOUS AND FEARFUL. HE CALLED JESUS’ MOTHER MARY OVER TO HIMSELF AND ISSUED HER THE FOLLOWING COMMAND: “NEVER AGAIN WILL WE LET HIM OUT OF THIS HOUSE. DO NOT LET HIM SET SO MUCH AS A SINGLE FOOT OUTSIDE THE DOOR, BECAUSE EVERYONE WHO ANGERS HIM ENDS UP DEAD. KNOW THAT MY SOUL SUFFERS ALMOST TO DEATH BECAUSE OF HIM! WHO KNOWS BUT THAT ONE DAY SOMEONE MIGHT STRIKE AND KILL HIM OUT OF RAGE!” “OH MAN OF GOD,” MARY REPLIED, “DO NOT EVEN THINK THIS WAY, BUT HAVE FAITH INSTEAD THAT THE ONE WHO SENT HIM AS ONE BORN AMONG MANKIND WILL KEEP HIM FROM ALL SPITE AND IN HIS NAME GUARD HIM AGAINST ALL EVIL.” FINAL ATTEMPT TO EDUCATE JESUS; JESUS TEACHES LIKE A TORRENT OF LIVING WATER (INTH 15; PSMT 39) JERUSALEM? NOW A LITTLE WHILE LATER THE JEWS ASKED JOSEPH A THIRD TIME TO COAX JESUS INTO BEING SCHOOLED BY YET ANOTHER TEACHER. THIS TEACHER-- SOMEONE WHO WAS CLOSE TO JOSEPH--ADVISED HIM, “BRING THE BOY TO ME AT MY SCHOOL; AND IF I CAN WIN HIM OVER, PERHAPS I’LL BE ABLE TO TEACH HIM LETTERS.” AND JOSEPH, KNOWING THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANY MAN TO TEACH HIM ANYTHING, SINCE HIS KNOWLEDGE CAME FROM GOD ALONE, ANSWERED HIM, “BROTHER, IF YOU THINK THAT YOU CAN TEACH HIM, THEN GO AHEAD AND TAKE HIM TO YOURSELF.” JOSEPH AND MARY, FEARFUL OF THE PEOPLE, INTIMIDATED BY THE RULERS, AND BROKEN BY THE PRIESTS, WENT AHEAD AND DELIVERED HIM UP TO THE SCHOOL DESPITE THE MISGIVINGS OF JOSEPH. THE BOY, HOWEVER, WENT ALONG CHEERFULLY. AND JESUS WALKED BOLDLY INTO THE CLASSROOM, SAW THE BOOK ON THE PODIUM AND, MOVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, PULLED IT FROM THE INSTRUCTOR’S HANDS EVEN AS HE WAS TEACHING FROM THE LAW. THEN IN THE SIGHT AND HEARING OF ALL, JESUS STARTED READING AND TEACHING THEM FROM OUT OF THE LAW, THOUGH HE DID 109 NOT READ FROM THE WORDS INSCRIBED. IT WAS INSTEAD THROUGH THE POWER OF THE LIVING GOD THAT HE OPENED HIS MOUTH AND, BY MEANS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT HE TAUGHT THEM ALL--AS A NEVER-ENDING FLOOD OF WATER GUSHING FROM A FOUNTAIN OF LIFE! AND IT WAS WITH THIS KIND OF POWER THAT HE TAUGHT THE PEOPLE THE SUBLIME THINGS OF THE LIVING GOD. AND THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE SEATED THERE CHANGED TO ABSOLUTE ASTONISHMENT UPON HEARING SUCH WORDS FROM HIM. AND A GREAT CROWD GATHERED AROUND, AND THEY STOOD THERE, LISTENING IN AMAZEMENT OVER THE EXCELLENCE OF HIS TEACHING AND THE FLUENCY OF HIS SPEECH. EVERYONE THERE, INCLUDING THE TEACHER, WHO DROPPED TO THE GROUND IN ADORATION, WAS UTTERLY ASTOUNDED THAT A MERE CHILD LIKE HIM COULD BRING SUCH THINGS AS THESE TO LIGHT. BUT AS SOON AS JOSEPH HEARD OF IT, HE GREW ANXIOUS AND RACED OVER TO JESUS AT THE SCHOOL, WONDERING TO HIMSELF IF THIS TEACHER MIGHT, FOR HIS LACK OF EXPERIENCE WITH HIM, BE DEAD ALREADY. BUT WHEN THE SCHOOLMASTER CAUGHT SIGHT OF JOSEPH, HE CONFESSED, “BROTHER, I REALIZE THAT I TOOK THIS BOY ON AS A PUPIL, BUT HE IS BRIMMING WITH ALL GRACE AND WISDOM. THIS IS NO MERE STUDENT THAT YOU HAVE BROUGHT TO ME, BUT A GREAT TEACHER! WHO CAN HEAR THE WORDS HE SPEAKS? BROTHER, I BEG YOU, TAKE HIM HOME WITH YOU.” THIS FULFILLED THE SCRIPTURE THAT READS, “THE RIVER OF GOD OVERFLOWS WITH WATER. THEIR FOOD YOU HAVE READIED, FOR EVEN THUS IS THE PREPARATION THEREOF.” AND WHEN THE BOY HEARD ALL THESE THINGS, HE QUICKLY SMILED AT THE TEACHER AND SAID, “BECAUSE YOU HAVE SPOKEN SO APTLY AND TESTIFIED SO TRUTHFULLY, THE ONE WHO WAS STRICKEN WILL NOW BE MADE WHOLE.” AND JUST THEN HIS FORMER INSTRUCTOR WAS HEALED. THEN JOSEPH TOOK THE YOUNG MAN AND RETURNED TO HIS HOME. JOSEPH HEALS ANOTHER JOSEPH (PSMT 40) CAPERNAUM AFTER THIS, BECAUSE THEIR ENEMIES HAD BEEN ACTING SO SPITEFULLY TOWARD THEM, JOSEPH TOOK JESUS AND MARY AND WENT AWAY TO CAPERNAUM BY THE SEA. NOW DURING THE TIME THAT JESUS WAS THERE, THERE LIVED THIS OTHER, RATHER WEALTHY MAN WHOSE NAME ALSO HAPPENED TO BE JOSEPH. BUT THIS MAN HAD WITHERED UP AND DIED FROM AN ILLNESS, 110 AND WAS LAYING LIFELESS ON HIS BED. NOW WHEN JESUS HEARD THE TOWNSPEOPLE SORROWING AND WAILING AND GRIEVING OVER THE DEPARTED, HE ASKED JOSEPH, “WHY NOT DO THIS MAN A KINDNESS THAT’S IN LINE WITH YOUR BENEVOLENCE, SEEING THAT YOU AND HE BOTH SHARE THE SAME NAME?” JOSEPH THEN INQUIRED OF JESUS, “HOW IS IT WITHIN MY AUTHORITY OR CAPACITY TO DO ANYTHING FOR THIS MAN?” AND JESUS ANSWERED HIM, “TAKE THE CLOTH OFF OF YOUR HEAD AND LAY IT OVER THE FACE OF THE MAN WHO IS DEAD, AND SAY TO HIM, ‘THE ANOINTED ONE IS SAVING YOU.’ THE LIFELESS MAN WILL THEN BE RESTORED AND RISE AGAIN FROM HIS BED.” JOSEPH, WHEN HE HEARD WHAT JESUS HAD SAID, QUICKLY ROSE UP AND RAN INTO THE HOUSE OF THE DECEASED, PLACED THE CLOTH HE HAD BEEN WEARING AROUND HIS HEAD OVER THE FACE OF THE MAN ON THE BED AND SAID, “JESUS IS SAVING YOU.” AND THE MAN WHO HAD DIED IMMEDIATELY GOT UP FROM HIS BED AND ASKED, “WHO IS THIS JESUS?” JESUS BLOWS ON JAMES’ SNAKEBITE (ARIN 19:1-3; INTH 16; PSMT 41) BETHLEHEM THEY MOVED ON FROM CAPERNAUM TO BETHLEHEM, WHERE JOSEPH COULD STAY WITH MARY AND JESUS IN HIS OWN HOUSE. ONE DAY JOSEPH SUMMONED HIS ELDEST BOY JAMES AND SENT HIM OUT INTO THE GARDEN TO COLLECT HERBS AND FIREWOOD FOR THE STEW AND RETURN HOME WITH THEM. THE YOUNG JESUS, HOWEVER, TAGGED ALONG BEHIND HIM INTO THE GARDEN WITHOUT EITHER JOSEPH OR MARY KNOWING ABOUT IT. WHEN THEY GOT TO THE SPOT WHERE THE FIREWOOD WAS, JAMES STARTED GATHERING VEGETABLES, AND BEHOLD, A POISONOUS SNAKE SHOT OUT OF ITS HOLE AND BIT JAMES ON THE HAND, WHEREUPON HE STARTED YELLING AND SCREAMING IN GREAT PAIN. THEN HE GREW FAINT AND CRIED OUT IN ANGUISH, “OH, NO! NO! AN ACCURSED SNAKE HAS BITTEN MY HAND!” THE LORD JESUS, WHO WAS STANDING THERE ACROSS FROM HIM, HEARING HIS CRIES OF AGONY AND SEEING HIM IN THIS STATE--ALL SPRAWLED OUT AND NEARLY DEAD--RAN UP TO HIM, TOOK HIM BY THE HAND, AND WITH NOTHING BUT A PUFF TO THE WOUND, HE COOLED IT OFF, AND JAMES WAS IMMEDIATELY HEALED. HIS PAIN DISAPPEARED, AND THE SERPENT SPLIT APART. JOSEPH AND MARY, WHEN THEY HEARD THE CRY OF JAMES AND THE CALL OF JESUS, RAN TO THE GARDEN UNAWARE OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED, AND FOUND 111 THE SNAKE DEAD AND JAMES HEALED. JESUS REVIVES A DEAD CHILD (INTH 17) BETHLEHEM? NOW AFTER THIS HAD COME TO PASS, THERE HAPPENED TO BE A LITTLE CHILD WHO LIVED NEAR JOSEPH WHO HAD DIED FROM AN ILLNESS, AND HIS MOTHER WAS CRYING OUT IN BITTER ANGUISH. HEARING THAT HORRIBLE WAILING AND THE ENSUING COMMOTION, JESUS HURRIED OVER THERE, FOUND THE CHILD DEAD, LAID HIS HAND UPON HIS CHEST AND SAID, “I SAY TO YOU, DO NOT DIE, BUT GO AND LIVE AT YOUR MOTHER’S SIDE.” AND LOOKING UP, THE CHILD LAUGHED. “TAKE THIS BOY AND SUCKLE HIM,” HE INSTRUCTED THE WOMAN, “AND REMEMBER ME.” NOW WHEN THE BYSTANDERS SAW IT, THEY WERE ALL AMAZED AND THEY CONFESSED, “WITHOUT A DOUBT, THIS LAD IS EITHER HIMSELF A GOD OR ELSE HE IS AN ANGEL OF GOD, FOR EVERY SINGLE WORD HE SPEAKS BRINGS ABOUT A REALITY.” AND JESUS LEFT THEM THERE AND WENT TO PLAY WITH SOME OTHER CHILDREN. JESUS REVIVES A DEAD CONSTRUCTION WORKER (INTH 18) BETHLEHEM? SOME TIME LATER A RATHER LARGE DISTURBANCE BROKE OUT WHERE A HOUSE WAS BEING BUILT, SO JESUS GOT UP AND HEADED THERE. WHEN HE SAW A MAN LYING THERE DEAD, JESUS TOOK HIM BY THE HAND AND SAID, “GET UP SIR, AND DO YOUR WORK!” AND THE MAN ROSE RIGHT UP AND WORSHIPED HIM. AND WHEN THE PEOPLE SAW THIS THING, THEY WERE ALL ASTOUNDED, AND CRIED ALOUD, “THIS BOY ASSUREDLY COMES FROM HEAVEN, SINCE HE HAS DELIVERED SO MANY FROM DEATH, AND AS LONG AS HE REMAINS ALIVE, HE HAS THE POWER TO SAVE THEM ALL.” JESUS BLESSES HIS FAMILY; THE GLORY OF GOD SHINES UPON HIM (PSMT 42) BETHLEHEM? JOSEPH TOOK HIS SONS, JAMES, JOSEPH, JUDAH, SIMEON, AND HIS TWO DAUGHTERS TO A BANQUET. JESUS AND HIS MOTHER MARY MET THEM THERE, ALONG WITH HER SISTER MARY, DAUGHTER OF CLEOPHAS. AND WHEN THEY HAD 112 ALL ARRIVED, HE SANCTIFIED AND BLESSED THEM ALL. (THE LORD GOD HAD GIVEN THIS MARY OVER TO CLEOPHAS AND ANNA, HER FATHER AND MOTHER, SINCE THEY HAD PRESENTED JESUS’ MOTHER TO THE LORD. SHE WAS KNOWN BY THE SAME NAME, MARY, THAT HER PARENTS MIGHT FEEL SOMEWHAT CONSOLED. NOW JESUS WOULD ALWAYS BE THE FIRST TO EAT, FOR NOT ONE OF THEM WOULD EVER VENTURE TO DINE, DRINK, RECLINE AT TABLE, OR BREAK BREAD UNLESS HE HAD BLESSED THEM FIRST. AND IF FOR SOME REASON HE WAS NOT PRESENT, THEY WOULD WAIT AROUND FOR HIM. AND WHENEVER HE DID NOT WISH TO COME FOR FOOD AND DRINK, THEN NEITHER DID JOSEPH, MARY, OR ANY OF HIS BROTHERS, THE SONS OF JOSEPH. THESE BROTHERS OF HIS WOULD OBEY HIM WITH ALL SEVERITY, SEEING HIS LIFE AS THE LIGHT OF A LAMP. AND WHENEVER JESUS WOULD SLEEP, BE IT EITHER NIGHT OR DAY, THE GLORY OF GOD WOULD SHINE ON HIM. MAY ALL PRAISE AND HONOR BE TO HIM FOREVERMORE. AMEN AND AMEN!) JESUS STAYS BEHIND IN THE TEMPLE (LUKE 2:41-43A; ARIN 21:1-8; INTH 19:1A) CARAVAN TO NAZARETH, THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM EVERY YEAR, JESUS’ PARENTS WOULD GO TO THE PASSOVER FEAST IN JERUSALEM. AND WHEN HE WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD, THEY TRAVELED UP, AS THEIR CUSTOM WAS. AND AFTER THE FEAST WAS OVER AND THEY HAD SATISFIED THE NUMBER OF DAYS REQUIRED, THEY ALL STARTED OUT FOR HOME. AND EVEN AS THEY WERE ALL RETURNING, THE LORD JESUS HEADED BACK FOR JERUSALEM. HIS PARENTS KNEW NOTHING ABOUT HIM STAYING BEHIND IN THE TEMPLE AMONG THE TEACHERS, ELDERS, AND LEARNED MEN OF JERUSALEM. HE POSED MANY QUESTIONS TO THEM AND ANSWERED THEM CONCERNING MANY ISSUES HAVING TO DO WITH THEIR EXPERTISE. FOR EXAMPLE, JESUS ASKED THEM: “WHOSE SON IS THIS ‘MESSIAH’?” “DAVID’S,” THEY REPLIED. JESUS THEREFORE QUESTIONED THEM, “THEN WHY IN THE SPIRIT DOES DAVID CALL HIM ‘LORD’ WHEN IT STATES, ‘THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD “SIT HERE TO MY RIGHT UNTIL I HAVE MADE ALL WHO OPPOSE YOU A STOOL FOR YOUR FEET?”’” THEN THIS PARTICULARLY EMINENT RABBI PRODDED HIM, “HAVE YOU READ BOOKS?” “NOT ONLY HAVE I READ BOOKS,” JESUS REPLIED, “BUT ALSO WHAT IS IN THOSE BOOKS.” THEN HE GAVE THEM A DETAILED EXPLANATION OF THE BOOKS OF THE LAW--THE RULES, THE LEGISLATIONS, AND ALL OF THE RIDDLES THAT WERE INTERWOVEN INTO THE 113 PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES--MATTERS THAT WERE TOO PROFOUND FOR THE MIND OF ANY EVER TO UNRAVEL. AT THAT POINT THE RABBI SAID, “I HAVE NEVER SEEN, OR EVEN HEARD OF SUCH THINGS BEFORE! WHAT DO ALL OF YOU SUPPOSE WILL BECOME OF THIS BOY?” JESUS ASTONISHES AN ASTRONOMER AND A PHILOSOPHER (ARIN 20:9-21) THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM AND WHEN THIS ASTRONOMER WHO WAS THERE ASKED THE LORD JESUS, “HAVE YOU EVER STUDIED ASTRONOMY?” HE ANSWERED HIM BY REVEALING TO HIM THE NUMBER OF SPHERES AND CELESTIAL OBJECTS, TOGETHER WITH THEIR TRIANGULAR, SQUARE, AND SEXTILE FACETS; WHICH ONES MOVED PROGRADE AND WHICH ONES MOVED RETROGRADE, THEIR VARIOUS PROPORTIONS AND THEIR VARIOUS FORECASTS, ALONG WITH MANY OTHER DEPTHS, NEVER YET PLUMBED BY THE MINDS OF MEN. THERE WAS ALSO THIS PHILOSOPHER AMONG THEM WHO WAS VERY SKILLED IN MEDICINE AND THE PHYSICAL SCIENCES, WHO ASKED THE LORD JESUS, “HAVE YOU EVER STUDIED MEDICINE?” HE ANSWERED HIM WITH AN EXPLANATION OF BOTH MEDICINE AND ITS THEORETICAL UNDERPINNINGS. MOREOVER, HE DEFINED PRECISELY WHAT LIES ABOVE THE POWERS OF NATURE, ALONG WITH ALL THAT IS SUBJECT THERETO; THE PHYSICAL POTENTIAL, AND THE INTERACTIONS BETWEEN THE BODY AND ITS FLUIDS, AND HOW THEY RESPOND TO ONE ANOTHER. HE ALSO REVEALED THE NUMBER OF ITS CONSTITUENT PARTS, SUCH AS BONES, ARTERIES, VEINS, AND NERVES; THE VARIOUS PHYSICAL ASPECTS OF THE BODY, NAMELY WARMTH AND DRYNESS, COOLNESS AND MOISTURE, AS WELL AS THEIR VARIOUS FUNCTIONS; HOW THE SOUL CONTROLS THE BODY, AND THE VARIOUS SENSES AND MODALITIES THAT ARE OPEN TO THEM; THE CAPACITY FOR LANGUAGE; DESIRE AND ANGER; AND LAST OF ALL, THE COMPOSITION AND DECOMPOSITION OF THE BODY; AND A WHOLE HOST OF OTHER SUBJECTS THAT HAVE ELUDED THE GRASP OF ALL MANKIND. THEN THAT PHILOSOPHER GOT UP AND WORSHIPED JESUS, SAYING, “OH JESUS, MY LORD! FROM NOW ON, I WILL FOLLOW YOU AND WORK FOR YOU.” 114 JOSEPH AND MARY DISCOVER THAT JESUS IS MISSING (LUKE 2:43B; INTH 19:1B-5; ARIN 21:22-29) CARAVAN TO NAZARETH, THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM BUT HIS PARENTS IMAGINED THAT JESUS MUST HAVE BEEN IN THE CROWD WITH THEM SOMEWHERE. AND AFTER THEY HAD DONE A FULL DAY’S WALKING, THEY WENT LOOKING FOR HIM AMONG THEIR KIN, AND WHEN HE WAS NOWHERE TO BE FOUND, THEY GREW TROUBLED AND HEADED BACK TO THE CITY TO SEARCH FOR HIM. THEY FOUND HIM AT LAST ON THE THIRD DAY, SITTING IN THE TEMPLE AMID THE TEACHERS, HEARING THE LAW AND POSING QUESTIONS TO THEM. AND ALL OF THOSE WHO HEARD HIM THERE WERE ASTOUNDED BY HIS UNDERSTANDING AND HIS EXPOSITION. AND EVERYONE THERE PAID CAREFUL ATTENTION TO HIM AND WONDERED HOW IN THE WORLD A MERE CHILD LIKE THIS COULD THROW SO MUCH LIGHT ON PASSAGES FROM OUT OF THE LAW AND PARABLES WITHIN THE PROPHETS, LEAVING THE ELDERS AND THE TEACHERS OF THE PEOPLE UTTERLY UNABLE TO SPEAK. IT WAS EVEN AS THEY WERE ALL ADDRESSING THESE AND OTHER ISSUES THAT THE LADY SAINT MARY CAME WALKING IN AFTER HAVING WANDERED AROUND ALL OVER WITH JOSEPH FOR THREE DAYS SEEKING AFTER HIM. AND WHEN SHE SAW THAT HE WAS SEATED IN THE PRESENCE OF DOCTORS, ASKING THEM QUESTIONS AND GIVING THEM ANSWERS, JOSEPH AND MARY WERE BOTH ASTONISHED. THEN HIS MOTHER MARY APPROACHED HIM AND ASKED, “WHY HAVE YOU PUT US THROUGH ALL THIS, MY CHILD? I’LL HAVE YOU KNOW THAT YOUR FATHER AND I HAVE GONE THROUGH A GREAT DEAL OF TROUBLE IN SEARCHING FOR YOU, AND WE WORRIED ABOUT YOU ALL THAT TIME!” JESUS THEN REPLIED TO THEM, “WHY DID YOU GO LOOKING ALL OVER? WERE YOU NOT AWARE THAT IT WAS NEEDFUL FOR ME TO BE EMPLOYED IN THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN], TAKING CARE OF HIS AFFAIRS?” BUT THEY FAILED TO GRASP THE SENSE IN WHICH HE MEANT FOR THEM TO HEAR HIS WORDS. BUT THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES THEN SPOKE UP, “ARE YOU THE MOTHER OF THIS LAD?” “YES, I AM,” SHE REPLIED. “OH MARY,” THEY ALL CONFESSED, “HOW JOYFUL ARE YOU AMONG WOMEN! YOU ARE TRULY BLESSED TO HAVE BROUGHT FORTH A BOY LIKE HIM, FOR SUCH A BLESSING HAS GOD LAVISHED ON THE FRUIT OF YOUR WOMB. NEVER BEFORE HAVE WE SEEN OR HEARD SUCH GLORIOUS AND EXCELLENT WISDOM.” JESUS THEN ROSE UP AND FOLLOWED HIS MOTHER, GOING DOWN WITH THEM, AND TRAVELING WITH THEM ON TO NAZARETH, WHERE HE 115 LIVED IN OBEDIENCE TO THEM. HIS MOTHER TREASURED UP ALL THAT HAD BEEN SAID IN HER HEART. AND JESUS WAXED EVER WISER AND WISER, ALL THE TIME GROWING IN GRACE AND STATURE; AND THE ESTEEM OF GOD AND MEN. TO HIM BE BOUNDLESS GLORY FOREVERMORE. AMEN. JESUS BEGINS TO HIDE HIS ACTIVITIES; DILIGENTLY STUDIES THE LAW (ARIN 22) NAZARETH THIS MARKS THE TIME WHEN JESUS BEGAN HIDING HIS MIRACLES AND SECRET WORKS. HE DEDICATED HIMSELF TO A CAREFUL STUDY OF THE LAW UNTIL THE END OF HIS THIRTIETH YEAR, THE AGE AT WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ACKNOWLEDGED HIM OPENLY AT THE JORDAN WITH THE SOUND OF HIS VOICE, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE FORM OF A DOVE, ADDRESSING HIM WITH THIS DECLARATION FROM THE SKY ABOVE: “THIS IS MY SON, WHOM I LOVE AND IN WHOM I TAKE DELIGHT!” HE IS THE ONE WE WORSHIP WITH ALL HONOR, BECAUSE HE BROUGHT US FROM THE WOMB OF OUR MOTHER; CALLING US INTO BEING AND BRINGING US TO LIFE. HE WHO FOR OUR SAKES HAS TAKEN ON A HUMAN FORM AND RESCUED US, THAT HE MIGHT EMBRACE US WITH ETERNAL KINDNESS, AND FREELY SHOW US THE GREATNESS AND ABUNDANCE OF HIS MERCY AND GOODNESS. MAY ALL GLORY, PRAISE, POWER AND DOMINION BE TO HIM FROM NOW ON AND FOREVERMORE. AMEN. INTRODUCTION TO THE LIFE OF JOSEPH THE CARPENTER; INSTRUCTIONS TO SPREAD THE GOSPEL (HJC INTRO,1) {IN THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; THREE WHO ARE COMPRISED OF ONE. THE NARRATIVE OF THE DEATH OF OUR FATHER, THE AGED AND VENERABLE JOSEPH THE CARPENTER. BROTHERS, MAY HIS BLESSINGS AND HIS PRAYERS SUSTAIN US ALL. AMEN. HIS ENTIRE LIFETIME AMOUNTED TO ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVEN YEARS, AND HIS PASSING FROM THIS WORLD TOOK PLACE ON THE TWENTY-SIXTH OF ABIB, WHICH IS ALSO KNOWN AS AB. MAY WE BE UPHELD BY HIS PRAYER! AMEN. AND IT WAS TRULY NONE OTHER THAN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST WHO DISCLOSED THIS NARRATIVE TO HIS MOST REVEREND DISCIPLES ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES; ALL ABOUT THE LABORS OF JOSEPH, AND ALSO OF HIS FINAL DAYS. AND THE HOLY APOSTLES PRESERVED THIS ADDRESS, AND LEFT IT IN WRITTEN FORM IN THE 116 JERUSALEM LIBRARY. MAY THEIR PRAYERS SUSTAIN US ALL! AMEN.} ONE DAY IT HAPPENED THAT OUR LORD, GOD, AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, WAS SITTING ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES WITH HIS FOLLOWERS WHO HAD GATHERED THERE. AND HE ADDRESSED THEM AS FOLLOWS: “BROTHERS, FRIENDS, AND SONS WHOM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS CHOSEN OUT OF ALL MANKIND; YOU KNOW HOW I HAVE FREQUENTLY SPOKEN TO YOU ABOUT THE CRUCIFIXION I MUST UNDERGO, AND OF THE DEATH THAT I MUST ENDURE IN ORDER TO REDEEM ADAM AND HIS CHILDREN, AND HOW I WILL ARISE FROM DEATH. I WILL NOW ENTRUST YOU WITH THE TEACHING OF THE SACRED GOSPEL WHICH HAS BEEN PREACHED TO YOU ALREADY, SO THAT YOU MIGHT MAKE IT KNOWN AROUND THE WORLD. I WILL, MOREOVER, GIVE YOU POWER FROM ON HIGH, FILLING YOU WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. AND YOU ARE TO PREACH REPENTANCE AND THE REMISSION OF SIN THROUGHOUT EACH AND EVERY NATION. FOR IF A MAN COULD FIND SO MUCH AS A SINGLE CUP OF WATER THAT IS FROM THE WORLD TO COME, IT WOULD SEEM FAR GREATER AND MORE-VAST TO HIM THAN THE COLLECTIVE RICHES OF THIS EARTH. MOREOVER, THE GROUND COVERED BY EVEN A SINGLE FOOT IN MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] HOUSE IS BEYOND THE WEALTH OF THIS WHOLE WORLD. TRULY A SINGLE, JOYFUL HOUR IN THE HOME OF THE GODLY IS MORE-GRACIOUS AND DEAR THAN A THOUSAND YEARS AMONG EVILDOERS: SINCE THEIR WAILING AND MOURNING WILL NEVER CEASE, NOR EVER WILL THEIR TEARS STOP FLOWING, NOR WILL THEY EVEN ONCE ENJOY ANY COMFORT OR REST. “AND NOW, OH MY DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS, GO AND PROCLAIM THIS IN EVERY NATION, SAYING TO THEM, ‘TRULY THE SAVIOR, THE ADMINISTRATOR OF JUSTICE, IS LOOKING DILIGENTLY INTO THE INHERITANCE THAT IS DUE. AND THE ANGELS WILL THROW DOWN THEIR OPPONENTS AND FIGHT ON THEIR BEHALF ON THE DAY OF BATTLE. AND HE WILL CLOSELY SCRUTINIZE EVERY SENSELESS AND BASELESS WORD THAT MANKIND HAS SPOKEN, AND THEY WILL ALL BE FORCED TO GIVE ACCOUNT. FOR EVEN AS DEATH IS INESCAPABLE, SO ALSO WILL EVERY SINGLE ONE OF MAN’S WORKS, WHETHER THEY ARE GOOD OR BAD, BE SPREAD OUT ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT.’ ALSO, BE SURE TO RELATE TO THEM THIS MESSAGE I AM GIVING YOU TODAY, ‘LET NOT THE STRONG MAN GLORY IN HIS MIGHT, NOR THE RICH MAN IN HIS WEALTH; BUT IF ANY MAN MUST GLORY, LET HIM GLORIFY THE LORD.’” 117 THE DEATH OF JOSEPH (HJC 10-32; ARIN 22:7B) AFTER MANY YEARS HAD COME AND GONE, THE ELDERLY JOSEPH ARRIVED AT A RIPE OLD AGE. DESPITE WORKING CONTINUOUSLY, HIS BODY NEVER GREW FRAIL, NOR DID HIS VISION EVER FAIL, NOR EVER DID HIS TEETH FALL OUT, NOR WAS HE EVER SENILE HIS WHOLE LIFE LONG; BUT HE, LIKE A YOUNG LAD, WENT ABOUT HIS BUSINESS SPRYLY AND ENERGETICALLY, WITH HIS ARMS AND LEGS INTACT AND FREE FROM ACHES AND PAINS. ALL TOGETHER, HIS LIFETIME AMOUNTED TO ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVEN YEARS, STRETCHING HIS DAYS TO THEIR FURTHEST EXTENT. NOW TWO OF JOSEPH’S OLDEST BOYS, JUSTUS AND SIMEON, WERE MARRIED AND HAD THEIR OWN FAMILIES. BOTH OF HIS DAUGHTERS WERE ALSO MARRIED AND LIVING IN THEIR OWN HOMES. THAT LEFT JOSES AND THE LESSER JAMES LIVING IN JOSEPH’S HOUSE WITH MY VIRGIN MOTHER. I LIVED WITH THEM BLAMELESSLY AS ONE OF HIS SONS, CALLING MARY MY MOTHER AND JOSEPH MY FATHER, DOING WHATEVER THEY WOULD TELL ME TO. I NEVER DEFIED THEM, BUT ALWAYS OBEYED THEM NO MATTER WHAT THEY WOULD SAY, EVEN AS OTHER MEN WHO ARE BROUGHT FORTH ON THIS EARTH ARE INCLINED TO DO. I NEVER DID PROVOKE THEM TO ANGER, NOR DID I TALK BACK TO THEM, OR CONTRADICT THEM, EITHER. ON THE CONTRARY, AS THE APPLE OF MY EYE, DID I LAVISH THEM BOTH WITH LOVE AND AFFECTION. AND AFTER ALL THIS, IT HAPPENED THAT THE DEATH AND PASSING FROM THIS WORLD OF THE PIOUS AND ELDERLY JOSEPH WAS DRAWING NEAR, AS IS THE CASE FOR EVERY MAN THAT IS BORN OF THIS EARTH. AND EVEN AS HE WAS AT THE POINT OF DEATH, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD INFORMED HIM THAT HIS PASSING WAS NEAR. HE THEREFORE GREW FEARFUL AND PERPLEXED. HE THEN ROSE UP AND TRAVELED ON TO JERUSALEM. AND WHEN HE WENT INTO THE LORD’S TEMPLE, HE POURED FORTH HIS PRAYERS BEFORE THE SANCTUARY, PLEADING, “OH, GOD, AUTHOR OF EVERY SOLACE; GOD OF ALL PITY, AND LORD OVER THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE; GOD OF MY SOUL; GOD OF MY BODY; AND GOD OF MY SPIRIT; I WORSHIP YOU AND PLEAD WITH YOU. OH, MY LORD, MY GOD, IF MY DAYS ARE AT AN END, AND THE HOUR OF MY PASSING FROM THIS WORLD IS AT HAND, I BEG OF YOU, SEND MICHAEL, THE GREAT PRINCE OF YOUR HOLY ANGELS, TO ACCOMPANY ME, THAT MY MISERABLE SOUL MIGHT LEAVE THIS TORTURED FRAME OF MINE WITHOUT INCIDENT; FREE FROM ANY THREAT OR FEAR. FOR UNSPEAKABLE FEAR AND DREAD SEIZE ALL BODIES ON THEIR DYING DAY; BE THEY EITHER MALE OR 118 FEMALE, WILD OR DOMESTIC ANIMAL, OR WHATEVER CRAWLS ALONG THE GROUND, OR FLIES THROUGH THE AIR. EVERY CREATURE UNDER HEAVEN THAT BREATHES IN THE BREATH OF LIFE BECOMES PANIC-STRICKEN AS THEIR SOULS FEARFULLY AND WOEFULLY PASS AWAY FROM THEIR BODIES. OH, MY LORD AND MY GOD, LET YOUR HOLY ANGEL BE THERE TO HELP EASE THE SEPARATION BETWEEN MY BODY AND SOUL, AND DO NOT LET THE FACE OF THE GUARDIAN ANGEL APPOINTED TO ME FROM THE TIME OF MY BIRTH TURN AWAY FROM ME NOW; BUT MAY HE ACCOMPANY ME ON MY JOURNEY EVEN UNTIL HE BRINGS ME TO YOU. LET HIS EXPRESSION BE PLEASING TO ME AND COMFORT MY HEART, AND LET HIM GO WITH ME IN PEACE. LET NOT THE DEMONS APPROACH ME WITH THEIR FRIGHTFUL FACES ON THE WAY THAT I MUST GO, UNTIL I ARRIVE IN YOUR DELIGHTFUL PRESENCE. LET NOT THE GATEKEEPERS KEEP MY SOUL FROM PARADISE. SHOW NOT FORTH MY SINS SO AS TO CONDEMN ME BEFORE THE TERROR OF YOUR JUDGMENT SEAT. DO NOT PERMIT THE LIONS TO LUNGE ON ME, NOR ALLOW THE SWELLS OF THE FIERY SEA TO OVERWHELM MY SOUL BEFORE I HAVE GAZED UPON YOUR FACE, SO GLORIOUS AND DIVINE; FOR EVERY SOUL MUST FACE THESE THINGS. OH, GOD, MOST UPRIGHT JUDGE, WHO WITH JUSTICE AND FAIRNESS WILL PASS JUDGMENT ON ALL MANKIND, AND WILL PAY THEM BACK FOR WHAT THEY HAVE DONE. OH, MY LORD, MY GOD, I BEG OF YOU, DRAW NEAR TO ME WITH YOUR COMPASSION, AND SHINE YOUR LIGHT UPON MY PATH, THAT I MIGHT DRAW NEAR TO YOU; FOR YOU ARE A FOUNTAIN OVERFLOWING WITH EVERY GLORIOUS THING, AND ARE POSSESSED OF EVERLASTING GLORY. AMEN.” AND IT HAPPENED AFTERWARD THAT WHEN HE HAD RETURNED TO HIS OWN HOME IN NAZARETH OF GALILEE, JOSEPH WAS STRICKEN BY AN ILLNESS THAT CONFINED HIM TO HIS BED. AND IT WAS AT THAT TIME THAT HE PASSED ON, AS IS THE LOT OF ALL MANKIND. THIS DISEASE, YOU SEE, COMPLETELY OVERWHELMED HIM. FROM THE DAY THAT HE WAS BORN, HE HAD NEVER YET SUFFERED SUCH AN AFFLICTION, AND TRULY IT PLEASED CHRIST TO ARRANGE THIS END FOR THE RIGHTEOUS JOSEPH. AND FOR FORTY YEARS HE REMAINED UNWED; AFTERWARD HE CARED FOR HIS WIFE ANOTHER FORTY-NINE UNTIL SHE DIED. AND A YEAR AFTER HER DEATH, THE PRIESTS ENTRUSTED MY MOTHER, THE BLESSED MARY TO HIM, TO LOOK AFTER HER UNTIL SUCH TIME AS SHE SHOULD WED. SHE LIVED IN HIS HOUSE FOR TWO WHOLE YEARS; AND DURING HER THIRD YEAR IN THE HOUSE OF JOSEPH, WHEN SHE WAS FIFTEEN, SHE BROUGHT ME INTO THIS WORLD BY A MEANS SO MYSTERIOUS THAT NO CREATED BEING CAN RECOUNT IT, NOR YET 119 UNDERSTAND IT, BUT ONLY MYSELF, MY FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24], WHO ARE OF ONE SUBSTANCE WITH ME. THE AGE OF MY FATHER THEREFORE, THAT VENERABLE OLD MAN, WAS ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVEN YEARS, AS IT HAD BEEN DECREED BY MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN. AND IT WAS ON THE TWENTY-SIXTH OF ABIB THAT HIS SOUL LEFT HIS BODY. FOR IT WAS THEN THAT THE CHOICE GOLD STARTED TO LOSE ITS LUSTER, AND THE SILVER TO WEAR OUT THROUGH USE. (BY THIS I MEAN HIS WISDOM AND HIS INTELLECT.) HE ALSO REFUSED ALL FOOD AND DRINK. AND HAVING LOST HIS CARPENTRY SKILLS, HE BEGAN TO LET HIS BUSINESS GO. AND SO, IT HAPPENED THAT, IN THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH DAY OF ABIB, THAT THAT HONORABLE MAN, THE AGED JOSEPH, LAY UPON HIS BED, SURRENDERING HIS TROUBLED SOUL. HE THEREFORE OPENED HIS MOUTH AND CRIED: “CURSED WAS THE DAY I WAS BROUGHT INTO THIS WORLD! CURSED WAS THE WOMB THAT CARRIED ME! CURSED WERE THE BOWELS THAT MOVED FOR ME! CURSED WERE THE FEET THAT I SAT AND RESTED ON! CURSED WERE THE BREASTS THAT NURSED ME! CURSED WERE THE HANDS THAT CARRIED ME AND CARED FOR ME UNTIL I WAS GROWN! FOR IN SIN WAS I CONCEIVED, AND IN SIN DID MY MOTHER LONG FOR ME. CURSED ARE MY LIPS AND MY TONGUE, WHICH HAVE BROUGHT UP AND SPOKEN FOOLISHNESS, SCANDAL, LIES, IGNORANCE, RIDICULE, GOSSIP, DISHONESTY, AND HYPOCRISY! CURSED ARE MY EYES, WHICH HAVE GAZED UPON SCANDAL! CURSED ARE MY EARS, WHICH HAVE REJOICED IN THE SLANDEROUS WORDS OF OTHERS! CURSED ARE MY HANDS WHICH HAVE TAKEN THINGS THAT WERE NOT THEIRS! CURSED ARE MY STOMACH AND MY GUTS, WHICH HAVE LONGED FOR FORBIDDEN FOODS! CURSED IS MY THROAT, WHICH AS A BLAZING FIRE HAS CONSUMED ALL THAT IT HAS COME ACROSS! CURSED ARE MY FEET, WHICH HAVE TAKEN PATHS OFFENSIVE TO GOD! CURSED IS MY BODY, AS IS ALSO MY PATHETIC SOUL, WHICH HAS ALREADY DESERTED GOD, WHO FASHIONED IT! WHAT WILL I DO WHEN I AM MADE TO STAND BEFORE THE RIGHTEOUS 120 JUDGE; WHEN HE WILL DEMAND AN ACCOUNT FOR ALL THE DEEDS THAT HAVE BEEN ACCUMULATING FROM MY YOUTH? CURSED IS EVERY MAN WHO DIES IN HIS SINS! BEHOLD, THAT SAME EVENT THAT OVERTOOK MY FATHER JACOB AS HIS SOUL SAILED AWAY FROM HIS BODY HAS TRULY OVERTAKEN ME! OH, HOW MISERABLE I AM TODAY, AND FIT TO BE MOURNED! GOD, HOWEVER, AND NO ONE ELSE, WILL CONCERN HIMSELF WITH MY BODY AND SOUL; AND DEAL WITH THEM AS HE SEES FIT.” THEN I WENT OVER TO JOSEPH AND FOUND HIS SOUL IN ITS DISTRESS, FOR HE WAS SUFFERING TERRIBLY. AND I SAID TO HIM, “BLESS YOU, FATHER JOSEPH! HOW ARE YOU FEELING, OH MAN OF HONOR?” AND HE RESPONDED, “BLESS YOU TOO, MY BELOVED SON. TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU THAT PAIN AND FEAR ENCOMPASS ME, BUT MY SOUL GREW STILL WHEN I HEARD YOUR VOICE. OH, JESUS OF NAZARETH! JESUS WHO RESCUES ME! JESUS WHO SETS MY SOUL FREE! JESUS WHO DEFENDS ME! OH, JESUS! HOW SWEET IS YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN MY MOUTH--AND IN THE MOUTHS OF ALL WHO CHERISH IT! OH, ALL-SEEING EYE, AND ALL-HEARING EAR, HEARKEN TO THE WORDS I SPEAK! I WORSHIP YOU AND SERVE YOU TODAY IN ALL HUMILITY, AND MY TEARS RAIN DOWN BEFORE YOUR FACE. YOU ARE MY GOD, AND MY LORD, EVEN AS THE ANGEL HAS REMINDED ME SO MANY TIMES, PARTICULARLY ON THAT DAY WHEN WAYWARD THOUGHTS TOSSED MY SOUL TO AND FRO CONCERNING THE HOLY AND VIRGIN MARY, OF WHOM I WAS SECRETLY PLOTTING TO RID MYSELF, THOUGH SHE WAS BEARING YOU WITHIN HER WOMB. AT THE TIME THAT I WAS WEIGHING MY OPTIONS, BEHOLD, THESE ANGELS OF THE LORD APPEARED IN MY SLEEP, AND RELATED THIS INCREDIBLE MYSTERY TO ME: ‘JOSEPH, SON OF DAVID, DO NOT FEAR TO TAKE ON MARY AS YOUR WIFE; DO NOT BE SAD OR SPEAK SUCH UNBECOMING WORDS WITH REGARD TO HER CONCEPTION, FOR SHE IS CARRYING THE CHILD OF THE DIVINE INSPIRATION, AND WILL BRING A SON INTO THE WORLD, WHO WILL BE CALLED JESUS, SINCE HE WILL FREE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS.’ OH, MY LORD, PLEASE DO NOT PERMIT ME TO SUFFER ON ACCOUNT OF MY LACK OF KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING YOUR BIRTH, NEITHER OF THE MYSTERY INVOLVED. OH, MY LORD, I ALSO RECALL THE OCCASION WHEN THAT BOY DIED OF A SNAKEBITE--HOW HIS FAMILY WISHED TO TURN YOU OVER TO HEROD, ACCUSING YOU OF KILLING HIM--BUT EVEN SO, YOU BROUGHT HIM BACK FROM DEATH AND RESTORED HIM TO HIS MOTHER AND FATHER. HOW I THEN CAME UP TO YOU, GRABBED YOUR HAND AND ADMONISHED YOU, ‘WATCH YOURSELF, MY SON!’ AT 121 THAT TIME YOU ANSWERED ME, ‘ARE YOU NOT SEEN AS MY FLESHLY FATHER? I WILL SHOW YOU WHO I TRULY AM!’ FOR ALL OF THESE REASONS, MY LORD AND MY GOD, PLEASE DO NOT BE MAD AT ME, NOR CALL ME TO ACCOUNT FOR THAT INSTANCE. I AM YOUR SERVANT, YOUR SERVANT GIRL’S SON; BUT YOU ARE MY LORD, MY GOD AND MY DELIVERER, AND ASSUREDLY THE SON OF GOD.” NOW WHEN MY FATHER JOSEPH HAD SPOKEN THIS, HE WAS WORN FROM ALL HIS WEEPING. AND I COULD SEE THAT DEATH CLEARLY HELD HIM IN ITS SWAY. THEN MY UNBLEMISHED VIRGIN MOTHER STOOD TO HER FEET, WALKED OVER TO ME AND SAID, “OH, MY BELOVED SON, THIS HONORABLE OLD MAN JOSEPH IS EVEN NOW AT THE POINT OF DEATH.” “OH, DEAREST MOTHER,” I REPLIED, “TRULY THE BURDEN OF DEATH IS SHARED BY ALL THINGS THAT ARE BROUGHT FORTH ON EARTH; FOR DEATH HAS ITS WAY WITH ALL OF MANKIND. EVEN YOU, OH VIRGIN MOTHER, MUST EXPERIENCE THE SAME FATE AS OTHER MORTALS. NEVERTHELESS, NEITHER YOUR DEPARTURE, NOR THAT OF THIS RIGHTEOUS MAN, QUALIFIES AS THE TRUE DEATH, BUT RATHER AS ETERNAL LIFE. FURTHERMORE, EVEN I MUST DIE WITH REGARD TO THE BODY THAT I GOT FROM YOU. EVEN SO, RISE UP DEAREST MOTHER OF MINE, AND GO OVER TO THE BLESSED OLD MAN JOSEPH, THAT YOU MIGHT BEAR WITNESS TO ALL THAT TAKES PLACE AS HIS SOUL RISES UP FROM HIS BODY.” MY SPOTLESS MOTHER MARY WALKED OVER TO WHERE JOSEPH WAS AND WENT INSIDE. THERE AT HIS FEET I SAT AND WATCHED OVER HIM, FOR BY THEN THE SIGNS OF DEATH COULD BE SEEN IN HIS FACE. AND THAT HONORABLE OLD MAN LIFTED UP HIS HEAD AND FIXED HIS EYES UPON ME, BUT HAD NO STRENGTH TO SPEAK TO ME ON ACCOUNT OF THE PAINS OF DEATH THAT HAD TAKEN HIM. BUT HE KEPT ON GASPING FOR AIR, AND I HELD HIS HANDS FOR AN ENTIRE HOUR, AT WHICH TIME HE TURNED AND LOOKED AT ME, MOTIONING TO ME NOT TO LEAVE HIS SIDE. AT THAT MOMENT, I HELD MY HAND UP TO HIS CHEST, AND SENSED HIS SOUL AROUND HIS THROAT, READY TO DEPART ITS CHAMBER. AND WHEN MY VIRGIN MOTHER SAW ME TOUCHING HIS BODY, SHE ALSO FELT HIS FEET. AND WHEN SHE FOUND THAT THEY WERE LIFELESS AND COLD, SHE SAID TO ME, “OH, MY BELOVED SON, TRULY HIS FEET ARE STIFFENING, AND ARE EVEN NOW AS COLD AS SNOW.” SHE THEN CALLED JOSEPH’S SONS AND DAUGHTERS, SAYING, “COME NOW, ALL OF YOU, AND GATHER ALL AROUND YOUR FATHER; FOR HE IS SURELY AT THE GATES OF DEATH.” THEN HIS DAUGHTER ASSIA REMARKED, 122 “OH MY BROTHERS, THIS IS CERTAINLY THE SAME AFFLICTION THAT CLAIMED THE LIFE OF MY OWN DEAR MOTHER!” AND SHE MOURNED AND WEPT IN BITTERNESS; WHEREUPON ALL OF JOSEPH’S OTHER CHILDREN LIKEWISE CRIED ALONGSIDE HER, MY MOTHER AND MYSELF WEEPING ALONG WITH THEM. AND GLANCING SOUTHWARD, I SAW DEATH ALREADY DRAWING NEAR, AND ALL OF GEHENNA WITH HIM, CLOSELY GUARDED BY HIS ARMY AND HIS HELPERS; FLAMES SHOOTING OUT OF THEIR CLOTHING, FACES, AND MOUTHS. AND WHEN MY FATHER JOSEPH SAW THEM COMING, HIS EYES WELLED UP WITH TEARS, AND AT THAT MOMENT HE GROANED IN A VERY STRANGE WAY. WHEN I SAW HIM GASPING FURIOUSLY, I PUSHED DEATH BACK, AND ALL HIS MINIONS. AND I CALLED UPON MY HOLY FATHER [STEPHEN] AND SAID, “OH FATHER [STEPHEN] OF EVERY MERCY--THE ALL-SEEING EYE AND THE ALL-HEARING EAR--HEARKEN TO MY PRAYERS AND PETITIONS ON BEHALF OF THE ELDERLY JOSEPH. SEND IN THE BRIGHTNESS OF ALL YOUR ANGELS, MICHAEL, THE PRINCE OF ANGELS, TOGETHER WITH GABRIEL, THE PROCLAIMER OF LIGHT. ALLOW THE ENTIRE HOST OF THEM TO WALK ALONGSIDE THE SOUL OF MY FATHER JOSEPH UNTIL THEY BRING IT NEAR TO YOU. THIS IS THE MOMENT WHEN MY FATHER NEEDS YOUR COMPASSION THE MOST.” (AND I SAY TO YOU ALSO THAT EACH AND EVERY SAINT--INDEED EACH AND EVERY MAN THAT IS BORN TO THIS WORLD, BE THEY EITHER JUST OR CORRUPT--MUST NECESSARILY PASS AWAY.) THEN MICHAEL AND GABRIEL APPROACHED THE SOUL OF MY FATHER JOSEPH. THEN THEY TOOK AND WRAPPED IT IN A GLISTENING CLOTH. THIS WAS THE MEANS BY WHICH HIS SPIRIT WAS GIVEN INTO THE HANDS OF MY GOOD FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO GRANTED HIM PEACE. NONE OF HIS CHILDREN YET KNEW THAT JOSEPH HAD DIED. AND THE ANGELS DEFENDED HIS SOUL FROM THE DEMONS OF DARKNESS WHO WERE BLOCKING THE WAY, GLORIFYING GOD UNTIL THEY HAD CONVEYED IT INTO THE ABODE OF THE DEVOUT. NOW HIS CORPSE WAS LYING FLAT ON ITS BACK AND DEVOID OF BLOOD. I THEREFORE REACHED OUT AND STRAIGHTENED HIS EYES, SHUT HIS MOUTH WITH MY OWN HAND, AND SAID TO THE VIRGIN MARY, “OH, MOTHER OF MINE, WHERE IS THAT ABILITY WHICH HE SO APTLY SHOWED THROUGHOUT HIS LIFETIME IN THIS WORLD? SADLY, IT HAS GONE AWAY, AND IS AS THOUGH IT NEVER WAS.” AND WHEN HIS CHILDREN OVERHEARD MY CONVERSATION WITH MY SPOTLESS AND VIRGIN MOTHER, THEY KNEW THAT HE HAD BREATHED HIS LAST, AND THEY BURST INTO TEARS AND MOURNED FOR HIM. “YOUR FATHER’S DEATH,” I 123 EXPLAINED TO THEM, “IS IN TRUTH NOT REALLY DEATH, BUT RATHER IT IS ENDLESS LIFE: FOR HE HAS BEEN FREED FROM THIS WORLD AND ITS CONCERNS, AND HAS MOVED ON TO ENDLESS AND ETERNAL REST.” AND HEARING THESE WORDS, THEY TORE THEIR CLOTHES AND WEPT ALOUD. AND THE PEOPLE OF NAZARETH AND GALILEE CONVERGED ON THE SCENE WHEN THEY HEARD THEIR WEEPING, AND THEY WEPT FROM THE THIRD HOUR ALL THE WAY UNTIL THE NINTH. AND AT THE NINTH HOUR THEY ALL WENT TOGETHER TO THE BED OF JOSEPH. AND THEY RUBBED HIS BODY WITH PRECIOUS OINTMENTS AND RAISED IT UP. BUT I PRAYED THAT SAME PRAYER TO MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE HEAVENLY LANGUAGE WHICH I HAD MADE WITH MY OWN HAND BEFORE I WAS CARRIED IN THE WOMB OF MY MOTHER MARY. AND WHEN I HAD COMPLETED IT, I SAID “AMEN,” AND THE ENTIRE HOST OF ANGELS APPEARED. AND I ORDERED TWO OF THEM TO EXTEND THEIR GLISTENING ROBES AND TO ENSHROUD THE BODY OF THE BLESSED OLD MAN JOSEPH IN THEM. AT THAT POINT I SPOKE TO JOSEPH, SAYING, “THE STENCH OF DEATH AND CORRUPTION WILL HAVE NO POWER OVER YOU, NOR WILL SO MUCH AS A SINGLE WORM EVER COME FROM OUT OF YOUR BODY. NONE OF ITS LIMBS WILL EVER BE BROKEN, NOR WILL A HAIR ON YOUR HEAD BE MOVED FROM ITS PLACE. OH JOSEPH, MY FATHER, NO PART OF YOUR BODY WILL EVER BE LOST, BUT IT WILL REMAIN INTACT AND NEVER DECOMPOSE, EVEN UNTIL THE THOUSAND-YEAR FEAST. I WILL BLESS AND REPAY IN THE ASSEMBLY OF VIRGINS ANYONE WHO SHOULD MAKE AN OFFERING ON YOUR SPECIAL DAY. AND ON THE DAY OF YOUR MEMORIAL, WHOSOEVER SHOULD FEED THE WRETCHED, THE POOR, THE WIDOWS, AND THE ORPHANS IN YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] FROM THE WORK OF HIS HANDS WILL NEVER LACK ANY THING GOOD AS LONG AS HE LIVES. AND TO ANYONE WHO HAS SO MUCH AS OFFERED A CUP OF WATER OR WINE TO DRINK TO EITHER WIDOW OR ORPHAN IN YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], I WILL PLACE HIM IN YOUR CARE, THAT YOU MAY TRAVEL ALONG WITH HIM AS HE ENTERS INTO THE MILLENNIAL FEAST. AND TO EVERY MAN WHO SHOULD OFFER A GIFT ON THE DAY OF YOUR COMMEMORATION, I WILL BLESS AND REPAY IN THE ASSEMBLY OF VIRGINS: TO ONE I WILL GIVE THIRTY TIMES OVER, TO ANOTHER, SIXTY, AND TO YET ANOTHER, A HUNDRED. AND AS FOR ANYONE WHO SHOULD WRITE DOWN THE STORY OF YOUR LIFE, AND OF YOUR LABORS, AND OF YOUR PASSING FROM THIS EARTH--AND EVEN THIS NARRATIVE THAT IS FROM MY MOUTH--HIM I WILL COMMIT TO YOUR KEEPING AS LONG AS HE LIVES. AND WHEN HIS SOUL LEAVES HIS BODY AND HE HAS PARTED FROM 124 THIS REALM, I WILL BURN THE BOOK OF HIS SINS AND NOT AFFLICT HIM WITH ANY PENALTY ON JUDGMENT DAY; BUT HE WILL TRAVEL THROUGH THE SEA OF FLAMES, PASSING ACROSS WITHOUT TROUBLE OR PAIN. AND TO EVERY POOR MAN WHO CAN OFFER NONE OF THESE THINGS, THIS WILL BE WHAT HE SHOULD DO: IF A SON IS BORN TO HIM, HE IS TO NAME HIM JOSEPH, SO THAT NEITHER POVERTY NOR UNTIMELY DEATH MIGHT EVER COME TO PASS IN THAT HOUSE.” AFTER THIS, THE LEADING MEN OF THAT TOWN GATHERED TOGETHER AT THE SPOT WHERE JOSEPH’S BODY HAD BEEN PLACED, BRINGING WITH THEM BURIAL SHROUDS WITH WHICH THEY WISHED TO WRAP HIM UP, ACCORDING TO THE WAY THE JEWS PREPARE THE BODIES OF THEIR DEAD. BUT THEY FOUND THAT HIS SHROUD HELD TIGHT--CLINGING LIKE IRON TO HIS BODY--FOR WHEN THEY WOULD HAVE TAKEN IT OFF, THEY FOUND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO LOOSEN OR BUDGE, NOR COULD THEY FIND A LINEN EDGE, WHICH ASTONISHED THEM TO NO END. FINALLY, THEY CARRIED HIM OVER TO A PLACE WHERE THERE WAS A CAVE AND OPENED THE GATE SO THEY COULD LAY HIS BODY TO REST ALONGSIDE THOSE OF HIS FOREBEARS. JUST THEN I CALLED TO MIND THE DAY THAT HE TRAVELED WITH ME INTO EGYPT, AND OF THE TREMENDOUS HARDSHIPS THAT FOR MY SAKE HE WAS COMPELLED TO ENDURE. AND I MOURNED HIS PASSING FOR QUITE SOME TIME; SAYING AS I WAS SPRAWLED OUT OVER HIS CORPSE: “OH DEATH, WHICH CAUSES ALL KNOWLEDGE TO DISAPPEAR AND BRINGS ABOUT TEARS AND SORROWS IN ABUNDANCE, SURELY IT IS MY FATHER [STEPHEN], GOD HIMSELF, WHO HAS GIVEN YOU THIS POWER. BECAUSE MEN PERISH FOR THE TRANSGRESSION OF ADAM AND HIS WIFE EVE, AND DEATH DOES NOT SPARE ANYONE. EVEN SO, NOTHING EVER HAPPENS TO ANYONE, OR IS BROUGHT UPON HIM WITHOUT MY FATHER [STEPHEN] COMMANDING IT FIRST. SURELY THERE HAVE BEEN MEN WHOSE LIVES REACHED NINE HUNDRED YEARS; BUT EVEN THESE HAVE PASSED AWAY. AND THOUGH THERE WERE OTHERS WHO LIVED EVEN LONGER, ALL OF THEM HAVE COME TO THIS END, AND NOT ONE OF THEM CAN SAY, ‘I HAVE NEVER TASTED DEATH.’ FOR THE LORD DOES NOT SEND THE SAME AFFLICTION TWICE; HENCE IT HAS SATISFIED MY FATHER [STEPHEN] TO INFLICT IT UPON MANKIND BUT ONCE. “DEATH GOES OUT THE VERY INSTANT THAT IT SEES THE ORDER COMING DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND IT SAYS, ‘I WILL GO FORTH AGAINST THAT MAN, AND AFFLICT HIM MOST GRIEVOUSLY.’ THEN, IN A FLASH IT SETS UPON THE SOUL AND OVERPOWERS IT, DOING WITH IT AS IT PLEASES. BECAUSE ADAM VIOLATED MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] DECREE, YOU SEE, AND FAILED TO ACT IN LINE WITH HIS WILL, THE 125 ANGER OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] SEETHED OVER HIM, AND HE THEN CONDEMNED HIM TO DEATH; AND THIS WAS HOW DEATH CAME INTO THE WORLD. IF, HOWEVER, ADAM HAD KEPT MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] LAWS, DEATH WOULD NEVER HAVE GOTTEN THE BETTER OF HIM. DON’T YOU KNOW THAT I COULD ASK MY FATHER [STEPHEN] TO SEND ME DOWN A CHARIOT OF FIRE TO TAKE MY FATHER JOSEPH’S BODY UP TO THE PEACEFUL PLACE THAT IT MIGHT LIVE AMONG THE SPIRITS THERE? BUT BECAUSE OF ADAM’S DISOBEDIENCE, THE TROUBLE AND VIOLENCE THAT COME WITH DEATH HAS BEFALLEN ALL OF MANKIND. AND IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT I MYSELF MUST DIE IN THE FLESH; THAT I MIGHT SECURE GRACE FOR THOSE WHO ARE MY HANDIWORK.” HAVING SAID THIS, I EMBRACED THE BODY OF MY FATHER JOSEPH, AND WEPT OVER IT. THEN THEY OPENED UP THE MOUTH OF THE TOMB AND PLACED HIS BODY INTO IT, NEAR TO THAT OF HIS FATHER JACOB. AND AT THE TIME OF HIS PASSING, HE HAD LIVED ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVEN YEARS. NEVER HAD A TOOTH IN HIS MOUTH PAINED HIM, NOR HAD HIS EYESIGHT EVER GROWN DIM, NOR EVER DID HIS BODY BEND, OR HIS STRENGTH EVER FAIL HIM, BUT HE WORKED AT HIS CARPENTER’S TRADE EVEN UNTIL HIS DYING DAY, WHICH WAS ON THE TWENTY-SIXTH OF ABIB. AND AFTER JOSEPH, WHO WAS WORN OUT BY OLD AGE, HAD DIED AND RECEIVED A BURIAL ALONGSIDE HIS FOREBEARS, THE BLESSED MARY WENT TO LIVE WITH HER SISTERS’ CHILDREN. AND WHEN WE APOSTLES HEARD THESE WORDS FROM OUR SAVIOR, WE ROSE UP IN JOY AND PROSTRATED OURSELVES IN HIS HONOR. “OH SAVIOR OF US ALL,” WE IMPLORED HIM, “SHOW US YOUR GRACE. NOW WE ALL HAVE HEARD THE LIFEGIVING WORD! EVEN SO, WE STILL HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE FATES OF ENOCH AND ELIJAH, OH SAVIOR OF OURS, FOR THEY WERE BOTH REPRIEVED FROM DEATH. FOR TRULY THEY DWELL IN THE PLACE OF THE JUST EVEN UNTO THIS VERY DAY, NOR HAVE THEIR BODIES KNOWN DECAY. EVEN SO, THAT AGED CARPENTER, JOSEPH WAS, AFTER ALL, YOUR FATHER ACCORDING TO THE FLESH. AND YOU HAVE ORDERED US TO GO THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND PREACH TO THEM YOUR HOLY GOSPEL; AND YOU HAVE SAID, ‘RELATE TO THEM THE ACCOUNT OF THE PASSING OF MY FATHER JOSEPH, AND HONOR HIM EVERY YEAR WITH A SOLEMN HOLIDAY AND FESTIVAL, AND LET THEM KNOW THAT ANYONE WHO TAKES ANYTHING AWAY FROM THIS NARRATIVE, OR ADDS ANYTHING TO IT, SINS BY SO DOING.’ YET WE ARE ESPECIALLY EAGER TO UNDERSTAND WHY IT IS THAT YOU DID NOT CAUSE JOSEPH TO BE IMMORTAL LIKE THESE, THOUGH HE CALLED YOU HIS SON FROM THE DAY 126 THAT YOU WERE BORN IN BETHLEHEM, AND YOU SAY YOURSELF THAT HE WAS BOTH CHOSEN AND RIGHTEOUS?” AND OUR SAVIOR ANSWERED US, “TRULY MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] PROPHECY REGARDING THE DISOBEDIENCE OF ADAM HAS NOW BEEN FULFILLED. EVERYTHING IS ORDERED BY MY FATHER [STEPHEN] ACCORDING TO HIS WILL AND PLEASURE. FOR IF ANY MAN SHOULD DESPISE THE COMMANDS OF GOD, AND IN IMITATION OF THE DEVIL CONTINUE TO SIN, HIS LIFE IS PROLONGED, THAT HE MIGHT HAVE A CHANGE OF HEART, AND THINK ABOUT HOW HE MUST BE GIVEN OVER TO DEATH. IF, HOWEVER, ANYONE IS QUICK TO DO GOOD WORKS, HIS LIFE IS ALSO PROLONGED, THAT THE MORE HIS LIFE IS LENGTHENED AND DISCUSSED, THE MORE THAT UPRIGHT MEN MIGHT IMITATE HIM. BUT WHEN YOU SEE A MAN WHOSE MIND TENDS TOWARD ANGER HIS DAYS ARE INDEED CUT SHORT; FOR THESE ARE THE ONES WHO ARE TAKEN IN THE PRIME OF THEIR LIVES. THEREFORE, EVERY PROPHECY THAT HAS BEEN SPOKEN BY MY FATHER [STEPHEN] CONCERNING MANKIND MUST BE FULFILLED IN EVERY ONE OF ITS ASPECTS. YET WITH REGARD TO ENOCH AND ELIJAH, AND HOW THEY ARE ALIVE TO THIS DAY IN THE VERY FLESH IN WHICH THEY WERE BORN, AND WITH REGARD TO MY FATHER JOSEPH, WHOSE BODY HAS NOT BEEN SPARED AS WERE THEIRS; INDEED, EVEN IF A MAN WERE TO LIVE MANY THOUSANDS OF YEARS UPON THIS EARTH, HE WOULD NEVERTHELESS AT SOME POINT BE COMPELLED TO EXCHANGE HIS LIFE FOR DEATH. AND MY BROTHERS I SAY TO YOU THAT ENOCH AND ELIJAH MUST RETURN TO THIS WORLD TOWARD THE CLOSE OF TIME AND BE SLAIN AS WELL. TO BE MORE SPECIFIC, THIS WILL HAPPEN ON THE DAY OF UPSET, TERROR, CONFUSION, AND EVIL. FOR BECAUSE OF THE REPROACH WITH WHICH HE WILL BE REVEALED, THE ANTICHRIST WILL MUTILATE THE BODIES OF THE FOUR WHO ARE TO DISGRACE HIM UTTERLY WHEN THEY EXPOSE HIM FOR HIS UNGODLINESS DURING THE TIME THAT THEY ARE ALIVE, AND HE WILL POUR THEIR BLOOD OUT LIKE WATER.” “OH, OUR LORD, GOD, AND SAVIOR,” WE ASKED, “WHO ARE THESE FOUR ABOUT WHOM YOU HAVE SPOKEN, THOSE WHOM THE ANTICHRIST WILL CUT OFF ON ACCOUNT OF THE REPROACH THAT THEY WILL LAY TO HIS CHARGE?” “THEY ARE ENOCH, ELIJAH, SCHILA, AND TABITHA,” THE LORD REPLIED. WHEN WE HEARD OUR SAVIOR SAY THIS TO US, WE ALL EXULTED AND REJOICED, GIVING GLORY AND THANKS TO THE LORD GOD, AND OUR SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST. TO HIM BE GLORY, HONOR, DIGNITY, POWER, AUTHORITY, AND PRAISE, THE GOOD FATHER [STEPHEN] ALONG WITH HIM, TOGETHER WITH THE LIFE-GIVING HOLY SPIRIT, FROM NOW ON AND 127 FOREVERMORE. AMEN. {HERE ENDS THE COMPLETE INFANCY GOSPEL, WHICH THROUGH THE AID OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] GOD HAS BEEN COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHAT WE FOUND WRITTEN IN THE ORIGINAL.} 128 MINISTRY 1 INTRODUCTION TO JESUS’ MINISTRY (MARK 1:1; LUKE 3:1; LENTULUS TO TIBERIUS) JUDEA HERE BEGINS THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD. IN THE FIFTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF TIBERIUS CAESAR, PONTIUS PILATE WAS THE GOVERNOR OF JUDEA, AND HEROD WAS THE TETRARCH OF GALILEE. PHILIP, HIS BROTHER, WAS THE TETRARCH OF ITURAEA AND TRACHONTIS, AND LYSANIAS WAS THE TETRARCH OF ABILINE. IN THOSE DAYS THERE EMERGED, AND TO THIS DAY EXISTS, A MAN OF TREMENDOUS MIGHT NAMED JESUS CHRIST, WHO IS REFERRED TO AS THE PROPHET OF TRUTH BY THE GENTILES, AND THE SON OF GOD BY HIS OWN DISCIPLES, SINCE HE RAISES THE DEAD AND HEALS THE ILL. HE IS A MAN OF AVERAGE HEIGHT, HANDSOME AND DIGNIFIED IN HIS APPEARANCE, GIVING THOSE WHO LOOK ON HIM A FEELING OF LOVE AND AT THE SAME TIME FEAR. HIS HAIR IS THE SAME SHADE AS AN UNRIPE HAZELNUT, AND IS STRAIGHT NEARLY TO HIS EARS, BUT FROM THAT POINT DOWN, IT BECOMES DARKER, CURLIER, AND SHINIER; FLOWING OVER HIS SHOULDERS AND PARTING DOWN THE MIDDLE OF HIS HEAD AS IS TYPICAL OF NAZARENES. HIS BROW IS GENTLE AND SERENE, AND HIS FACE HAS NEITHER WRINKLES NOR FLAWS, AND ITS COMELINESS IS ENHANCED BY A SLIGHT RUDDINESS THERETO. THERE IS NO DEFECT TO BE FOUND ON EITHER HIS NOSE OR HIS MOUTH. HIS BEARD IS FULL, AND ABOUT THE SAME SHADE AS HIS HAIR; NOT TOO LONG, BUT PARTING A BIT BELOW THE CHIN. HIS EXPRESSION IS ONE OF MATURE SIMPLICITY, WITH SPARKLINGLY CLEAR GRAY EYES. HIS REBUKE IS FEARFUL, BUT HIS WARNINGS ARE HUMANE AND MOTIVATED BY LOVE, THAT IS TO SAY HE STRIKES A BALANCE BETWEEN LIGHTHEARTEDNESS AND SOLEMNITY. ON OCCASION HE HAS WEPT, BUT HE HAS NEVER INDULGED IN LAUGHTER. HE STANDS TALL AND STRAIGHT, WITH PARTICULARLY ARRESTING HANDS AND ARMS. HIS MANNER OF SPEAKING IS SERIOUS, MEASURED, AND DOWN TO EARTH; MORE CAPTIVATING THAN THE CHILDREN OF MEN. 129 THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST (MATT 3:1-12; MARK 1:2-8; LUKE 3:2-18; JOHN 1:19-28; GEB 1, QUOTE BY EPIPHANIUS, HERESIES 30.3; GEB 3, QUOTE BY EPIPHANIUS, HERESIES 30.13) JUDEAN COUNTRYSIDE NEAR THE JORDAN RIVER NOW IN THE DAYS WHEN ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS WERE HIGH PRIESTS, THE WORD OF GOD CAME TO VISIT THIS MAN IN THE JUDEAN COUNTRYSIDE BY THE NAME OF JOHN, WHO WAS A DESCENDANT OF AARON THE PRIEST, AND THE SON OF ZECHARIAH AND ELIZABETH. JOHN TURNED UP AT THE JORDAN RIVER AND TRAVELED THROUGHOUT THE REGIONS OF JUDEA TO EITHER SIDE THEREOF, PREACHING A BAPTISM THAT CHANGED PEOPLES’ HEARTS; OF REDEDICATION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS, SAYING, “YOU MUST TURN YOUR LIVES AROUND, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS DRAWING NEAR.” THIS WAS HE WHO WAS PROPHESIED OF IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE ORACLES OF ISAIAH THE PROPHET: “BEHOLD, I WILL SEND A MESSENGER AHEAD OF YOU WHO WILL MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR YOUR ARRIVAL. THE VOICE OF SOMEONE CRYING IN A WILDERNESS, ‘EVERYONE, MAKE ALL THINGS READY FOR THE COMING OF THE LORD! MAKE EVERY ONE OF HIS WAYS PLAIN. EVERY VALLEY WILL BE FILLED IN, AND EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL WILL BE MADE FLAT. THE CROOKED ROADS WILL BE MADE STRAIGHT, AND THE BUMPY ROADS WILL BE MADE SMOOTH. THEN ALL MEN WILL BE CONVINCED OF GOD’S SALVATION.’” JOHN’S CLOTHES WERE WOVEN FROM CAMEL’S HAIR, AND HE WORE A LEATHER BELT AROUND HIS WAIST. FOR NOURISHMENT HE ATE LOCUSTS AND NATURAL, RAW HONEY THAT TASTED LIKE MANNA, LIKE A CAKE PAN-COOKED IN OIL. EVERYONE IN THE JUDEAN COUNTRYSIDE, THE REGIONS ALONG THE JORDAN, AND JERUSALEM, WENT OUT TO HIM. THEY CONFESSED THEIR SINS AND WERE BAPTIZED BY HIM IN THE JORDAN RIVER. BUT WHEN JOHN SAW THAT MANY OF THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES WERE COMING TO HIM TO BE BAPTIZED, HE CRIED OUT TO THEM, “YOU BROOD OF VIPERS, WHO COUNSELED YOU TO FLEE FROM THE JUDGMENT TO COME? PRODUCE RESULTS CONSISTENT WITH TRUE PENITENCE. NOW DO NOT SAY TO ONE 130 ANOTHER, (OR) THINK TO YOURSELVES THAT YOU CAN SAY, ‘OUR FATHER IS ABRAHAM,’ BECAUSE I AM TELLING YOU NOW THAT GOD CAN TRANSFORM EVEN THESE VERY ROCKS INTO CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM. THE AX IS ALREADY LAID AT THE ROOTS OF THE TREES, AND EVERY TREE THAT FAILS TO BRING FORTH FIT FRUIT WILL BE CHOPPED UP AND RELEGATED TO THE FLAMES.” AND THOSE WHO WERE ASSEMBLED ASKED, “WELL THEN, EXPLAIN TO US WHAT WE MUST DO?” AND JOHN REPLIED, “ANY MAN WHO HAS TWO GARMENTS SHOULD GIVE TO SOMEONE WHO HAS NONE, AND WHOEVER HAS FOOD SHOULD DO LIKEWISE.” TAX-COLLECTORS WERE ALSO COMING TO HIM TO BE BAPTIZED, SO THEY ASKED HIM, “TEACHER, WHAT ARE WE SUPPOSED TO DO?” AND HE REPLIED, “ONLY COLLECT THE AMOUNT THAT’S DUE.” THEN SOME SOLDIERS WHO WERE THERE INQUIRED, “WHAT ARE WE SUPPOSED TO DO?” AND HE RESPONDED, “BE CONTENT WITH WHAT YOU EARN, ACCUSE NO ONE FALSELY, NEITHER EXTORT ANY MONEY FROM ANYONE.” ALL OF THESE PEOPLE WERE WAITING IN EXPECTATION, WONDERING TO THEMSELVES IF JOHN WERE INDEED THE MESSIAH. NOW THIS WAS JOHN’S ANSWER TO THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES WHEN THE JEWS OF JERUSALEM SENT THEM OUT TO ASK HIM WHO HE WAS. HE DID NOT FAIL TO ACKNOWLEDGE, BUT FREELY ADMITTED, “I AM NOT THE MESSIAH.” THEY ASKED HIM, “WHO ARE YOU THEN? YOU MUST BE ELIJAH.” “I AM NOT!” HE REPLIED. “HOW ABOUT THE PROPHET?” HE ANSWERED THEM, “NO!” FINALLY, THEY ASKED HIM, “WHO ARE YOU, THEN. GIVE US A STATEMENT TO TAKE BACK TO THOSE WHO SENT US. WHAT IS IT THAT YOU SAY OF YOURSELF?” JOHN ANSWERED THEM WITH THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH, “MINE IS THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN A WILDERNESS, ‘MAKE EVERY ONE OF HIS WAYS STRAIGHT!’” NOW SOME FROM AMONG THE PHARISEES WHO HAD BEEN SENT PRODDED HIM, “IF YOU ARE NOT THE MESSIAH, NOR ELIJAH, NOR THE PROPHET, THEN WHY DO YOU BAPTIZE?” JOHN RESPONDED TO THE PEOPLE THERE AND REMOVED ALL DOUBT. THIS WAS WHAT HE HAD TO SAY: “I BAPTIZE YOU IN THE WATER OF REPENTANCE, BUT, THERE IS ONE WHO STANDS AMONG YOU-- SOMEONE WHO YOU DO NOT KNOW, SOMEONE WHO IS GREATER THAN I. HE IS FOLLOWING ON MY HEELS. 131 IT IS HE WHO COMES AFTER ME, WHOSE SANDALS I AM NOT FIT TO CARRY. NOR AM I SO WORTHY AS TO BEND DOWN AND UNTIE THE LACES THEREOF. HE WILL BAPTIZE YOU WITH HOLY SPIRIT AND WITH FIRE. HIS SIFTING FORK IS IN HIS HAND TO EMPTY OUT HIS THRESHING FLOOR AND GATHER HIS WHEAT INTO HIS BARN. BUT THE CHAFF HE WILL BURN IN UNQUENCHABLE FLAMES.” ALL OF THESE THINGS TOOK PLACE AT BETHANY, ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE JORDAN, WHERE JOHN WAS BAPTIZING. AND JOHN SPURRED THEM ON WITH MANY SUCH WORDS, PREACHING THE GOSPEL TO THE PEOPLE. JOHN BAPTIZES JESUS (MATT 3:3-17; MARK 1:9-11; LUKE 3:21-3; JOHN 1:29-32; GHB 2, QUOTE BY JEROME, AGAINST PELAGIANS 3; GHB 3, QUOTE BY JEROME, COMMENTARY ON ISAIAH 4, CONCERNING ISA 11:2; GEB 4, QUOTE BY EPIPHANIUS, HERESIES 30.13; SEVERUS, SYRIAC BAPTISMAL LITURGY; DTRY 88:3) THE JORDAN RIVER ONE DAY, WHEN THE PEOPLE WERE BEING BAPTIZED, THE LORD’S MOTHER AND BROTHERS SAID TO HIM, “JOHN THE BAPTIST IS WASHING FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. LET’S ALL GO AND BE BAPTIZED BY HIM.” “IN WHAT WAY HAVE I ERRED?” JESUS REPLIED. “WHY SHOULD I GO AND BE BAPTIZED BY HIM? THAT WOULD ONLY BE FITTING IF I DID NOT UNDERSTAND MY OWN TEACHING.” AT THAT TIME JESUS CAME FROM NAZARETH IN GALILEE OVER TO THE JORDAN TO BE BAPTIZED BY JOHN. THE NEXT DAY JOHN SAW JESUS HEADING HIS WAY AND SAID, “BEHOLD, IT’S GOD’S LAMB OF ATONEMENT FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD! THIS IS THE ONE I WAS TALKING ABOUT WHEN I SAID TO YOU, ‘A MAN WHO COMES AFTER ME SURPASSES ME, SINCE HE WENT BEFORE ME.’ I NEVER DID KNOW HIM MYSELF, BUT THE REASON I CAME WASHING WITH WATER IN THE FIRST PLACE WAS SO THAT I MIGHT REVEAL HIM TO ISRAEL.” EVEN SO, JESUS ALSO WAS BAPTIZED, THOUGH JOHN TRIED TO DISCOURAGE HIM, SAYING, “I 132 OUGHT, TO BE BAPTIZED BY YOU, AND HERE YOU ARE COMING TO ME?” “LET IT BE THIS WAY FOR NOW,” JESUS REPLIED. “IT IS PROPER INSOFAR AS IT ALLOWS FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF ALL.” ONLY THEN DID JOHN CONSENT. NOW JOHN WAS STANDING UP ABOVE THE WATERS AS CHRIST WENT DOWN INTO THEM TO RECEIVE BAPTISM IN THE JORDAN. AND JUST THEN A GREAT LIGHT BLAZED FORTH ALL AROUND; AND FIRE WAS VISIBLE UPON THE WATER, SUCH THAT ALL WHO WERE THERE WERE AFRAID. AND EVEN AS JESUS WAS PRAYING THERE AND BEING BAPTIZED, HE ROSE UP FROM THE WATER AND THE SKY STARTED SPREADING APART. ON HIS WAY UP AND OUT OF THE WATER, JESUS SAW THE SKY SPLITTING OPEN AND THE ENTIRE WELLSPRING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT PLUNGING DOWN-- PERCHING UPON HIM IN PHYSICAL FORM LIKE A DOVE (AND) FILLING HIM. FOR TRULY THE LORD IS THE SPIRIT, AND WHEREVER THE SPIRIT MANIFESTS, LIBERATION ENSUES. AND A VOICE CAME FROM THE SKY: “YOU ARE MY SON AND I LOVE YOU. YOU BRING ME GREAT JOY! THIS VERY DAY I HAVE BECOME, YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN]. I AWAITED YOU IN ALL THE PROPHETS, SON, BIDING MY TIME UNTIL YOUR ARRIVAL, THAT I MIGHT SETTLE ALL THINGS IN YOU. FOR YOU ARE MY REST, MY FIRSTBORN SON, WHO RULES FOREVER.” AND RIGHT AWAY A BRIGHT LIGHT ILLUMINED THAT PLACE. AND WHEN JOHN SAW ALL OF THIS, HE ASKED HIM, “WHO ARE YOU?” AND ONCE AGAIN A VOICE FROM THE HEAVENS CONFIRMED, “THIS IS MY PRECIOUS SON. HE PLEASES ME IMMENSELY, (AND) I ACCEPT HIM COMPLETELY!” THEN JOHN KNELT DOWN BEFORE HIM AND PLEADED, “LORD, I BEG YOU TO BAPTIZE ME!” BUT JESUS REFUSED, SAYING, “THAT WILL NOT BE NECESSARY. THIS IS THE MEANS BY WHICH ALL THINGS ARE TO BE FULFILLED.” AND JESUS WAS ABOUT THIRTY YEARS OLD WHEN HIS MINISTRY BEGAN. JESUS’ GENEALOGY (LUKE 3:23-38; RM 1:3,4A; 9:5) LUKE’S VERSION AND THE HUMAN GENEALOGY OF THE CHRIST IS TRACEABLE THROUGH THE FOREFATHERS. GOD’S OWN SON, WHO WAS OF THE SONS OF DAVID ACCORDING TO NATURAL HUMAN LINEAGE, (AND) WHO BY MEANS OF THE SANCTIFYING SPIRIT WAS CONFIRMED WITH AUTHORITY TO BE THE SON OF GOD. HE WAS ALSO CONSIDERED TO BE THE SON OF JOSEPH, WHO WAS THE SON OF HELI, THE SON OF MATTHAT, THE SON OF LEVI, THE SON OF MELKI, THE SON OF JANNAI, THE SON OF JOSEPH, THE SON OF MATTATHIAS, THE SON OF AMOS, THE SON OF NAHUM, THE 133 SON OF ESLI, THE SON OF NAGGAI, THE SON OF MAATH, THE SON OF MATTATHIAS, THE SON OF SEMEIN, THE SON OF JOSECH, THE SON OF JODA, THE SON OF JOANAN, THE SON OF RHESA, THE SON OF ZERUBBABEL, THE SON OF SHEALTIEL, THE SON OF NERI, THE SON OF MELKI, THE SON OF ADDI, THE SON OF COSAM, THE SON OF ELMADAM, THE SON OF ER, THE SON OF JOSHUA, THE SON OF ELIEZER, THE SON OF JORIM, THE SON OF MATTHAT, THE SON OF LEVI, THE SON OF SIMEON, THE SON OF JUDAH, THE SON OF JOSEPH, THE SON OF JONAM, THE SON OF ELIAKIM, THE SON OF MELEA, THE SON OF MENNA, THE SON OF MATTATHA, THE SON OF NATHAN, THE SON OF DAVID, THE SON OF JESSE, THE SON OF OBED, THE SON OF BOAZ, THE SON OF SALMON, THE SON OF NAHSHON, THE SON OF AMMINADAB, THE SON OF RAM, THE SON OF HEZRON, THE SON OF PEREZ, THE SON OF JUDAH, THE SON OF JACOB, THE SON OF ISAAC, THE SON OF ABRAHAM, THE SON OF TERAH, THE SON OF NAHOR, THE SON OF SERUG, THE SON OF REU, THE SON OF PELEG, THE SON OF EBER, THE SON OF SHELAH, THE SON OF CAINAN, THE SON OF ARPHAXAD, THE SON OF SHEM, THE SON OF NOAH, THE SON OF LAMECH, THE SON OF METHUSELAH, THE SON OF ENOCH, THE SON OF JARED, THE SON OF MAHALALEEL, THE SON OF CAINAN, THE SON OF ENOS, THE SON OF SETH, THE SON OF ADAM, THE SON OF GOD. THE TEMPTATION (MATT 4:1-11; MARK 1:12,13; LUKE 4:1-13; GHB 4, QUOTE BY ORIGEN, COMMENTARY ON JOHN 2) JORDAN RIVER; THE WILDERNESS (MOUNT TABOR) JESUS, FILLED WITH THE DIVINE INSPIRATION, RETURNED FROM THE JORDAN AND WAS GUIDED BY THE SPIRIT, WHICH SENT HIM OUT TO A SOLITARY PLACE IN THE WILDERNESS TO BE TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL. “AT THAT MOMENT, MY MOTHER, THE HOLY SPIRIT TOOK ME, WHISKED ME AWAY BY ONE OF MY HAIRS, AND BROUGHT ME TO THE GREAT MOUNT TABOR.” HE SPENT FORTY DAYS IN THE WILDERNESS BEING TEMPTED BY SATAN. HE LIVED AMONG THE CREATURES OF THE WILD, WHERE ANGELS LOOKED AFTER HIM. HE ATE NOTHING THAT WHOLE TIME, SO AFTER FASTING FOR FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS, HE WAS VERY HUNGRY. THEN THE TEMPTER SHOWED UP AND ENTICED HIM, “IF YOU REALLY ARE THE SON OF GOD, THEN SAY THE WORD AND THIS STONE, (INDEED ALL OF) THESE STONES WILL BE TURNED INTO BREAD.” JESUS REPLIED, “IT IS WRITTEN: ‘MAN DOES NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT COMES FROM THE MOUTH OF GOD.’” 134 THEN THE DEVIL TOOK HIM AND LED HIM TO JERUSALEM, THE HOLY CITY AND PLACED HIM ON THE PINNACLE OF THE TEMPLE. HE SAID, “IF YOU REALLY ARE THE SON OF GOD, THEN JUMP DOWN FROM HERE. YOU SEE, IT IS WRITTEN: ‘HE WILL ORDER HIS ANGELS TO WATCH OVER YOU, TO GUARD YOU CAREFULLY, AND PICK YOU UP WITH THEIR OWN HANDS, LEST YOU SHOULD KICK YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’” JESUS REPLIED, “IT IS WRITTEN, ‘DO NOT TEMPT THE LORD YOUR GOD.’” AGAIN, THE DEVIL TOOK HIM AND LED HIM UP TO A HIGH PLACE, TO A LOFTY MOUNTAIN AND SHOWED HIM ALL THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD, WITH ALL OF THEIR TRAPPINGS, IN A MOMENT OF TIME. “ALL OF THIS WILL I GIVE TO YOU,” HE BAITED HIM, “IF YOU WILL BOW AND WORSHIP ME. ALL OF ITS POWER, AND EVERY BIT OF ITS GLORY WILL I GIVE TO YOU, FOR IT HAS BEEN PLACED INTO MY HAND, AND I AM FREE TO OFFER IT TO WHOMEVER I CHOOSE. SO, IT WILL ALL BE YOURS IF YOU WORSHIP ME.” AND JESUS ANSWERED SAYING, “YOU GET BEHIND ME, SATAN! FOR IT IS WRITTEN, ‘YOU MUST WORSHIP ONLY GOD, SERVING HIM AND NO ONE ELSE.’” THEN, AFTER THE DEVIL HAD RUN THROUGH EVERY TEMPTATION, HE LEFT JESUS TO AWAIT A BETTER OCCASION. ANGELS THEN CAME AND MINISTERED TO HIM. JOHN’S TESTIMONIAL; THE FIRST FOLLOWERS (JOHN 1:32-51; PAPYRUS BEROLINENSIS 11710) BETHANY; FAR SIDE OF THE JORDAN THEN JOHN GAVE THIS TESTIMONY: “I SAW THE SPIRIT COMING DOWN AS A DOVE OUT OF THE SKY, AND LINGERING UPON HIM. HAD THAT ONE WHO SENT ME TO BAPTIZE IN WATER NOT DISCLOSED TO ME, ‘THE MAN UPON WHOM YOU SEE THE SPIRIT COME DOWN AND REMAIN IS THE ONE WHO WILL BAPTIZE WITH THE DIVINE INSPIRATION,’ I WOULD NEVER HAVE RECOGNIZED HIM. I HAVE SEEN, AND DO CONFIRM THAT THIS ONE IS THE SON OF GOD.” THE NEXT DAY, JOHN WAS STANDING THERE WITH TWO OF HIS FOLLOWERS. AND AS JESUS WAS WALKING ALONG, JOHN LOOKED HIS WAY AND CRIED ALOUD, “BEHOLD--THE LAMB OF GOD!” AND WHEN THE TWO OF THEM HEARD WHAT JOHN HAD SAID, THEY STARTED FOLLOWING AFTER HIM. JESUS, TURNING AROUND, SAW THEM IN PURSUIT AND ASKED, “WHAT ARE YOU SEEKING?” AND THEY ASKED HIM, “RABBI, (WHICH MEANS ‘TEACHER,’) WHERE ARE YOU STAYING?” AND JESUS ANSWERED, “IF YOU’D LIKE TO KNOW, THEN COME ALONG!” THEY WENT WITH HIM AND SAW THE PLACE, AND THAT DAY THEY ALL 135 REMAINED TOGETHER UNTIL ABOUT THE TENTH HOUR. ANDREW, SIMON PETER’S BROTHER, WAS ONE OF THE TWO THAT HEARD JOHN TESTIFY, AND WHO AFTERWARD FOLLOWED JESUS. THE FIRST THING HE DID WAS TO GO AND FIND HIS OWN BROTHER SIMON. AND HE SAID TO HIM, “WE HAVE FOUND THE MESSIAH, WHICH MEANS THE CHRIST.” ANDREW THEN TOOK SIMON OVER TO INTRODUCE HIM TO JESUS. JESUS LOOKED AT HIM AND SAID, “YOU ARE SIMON, THE SON OF JOHN. YOU ARE TO BE KNOWN AS CEPHAS, WHICH MEANS ‘THE STONE.’” THE FOLLOWING DAY, HE WAS OF A MIND TO MOVE ON TO GALILEE, SO JESUS FOUND PHILIP, AND BID HIM, “FOLLOW ME.” PHILIP, YOU SEE, WAS FROM BETHSAIDA, THE SAME CITY THAT ANDREW AND PETER WERE FROM. PHILIP WENT TO GET NATHANAEL AND SAID, “YOU KNOW THE ONE ABOUT WHOM MOSES WROTE IN THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS? WELL, WE HAVE FOUND HIM! HE IS JOSEPH’S SON; JESUS OF NAZARETH.” AND NATHANAEL ASKED HIM, “NAZARETH? CAN A BLESSING COME FROM THERE?” “YOU WILL SEE,” PHILIP SAID. “COME ON!” JESUS SAW NATHANAEL APPROACHING AND SAID, “LOOK, AN ISRAELITE IN WHOM THERE TRULY IS NO GUILE!” “HOW CAN IT BE THAT YOU KNOW ME SO WELL?” NATHANAEL ASKED HIM. JESUS REPLIED, “I SAW YOU EVEN BEFORE PHILIP SUMMONED YOU. YOU WERE UNDERNEATH THE FIG TREE.” “RABBI,” NATHANAEL CONFESSED, “MY MASTER--YOU ARE GOD’S LAMB OF ATONEMENT FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD! YOU ARE ASSUREDLY THE SON OF GOD! THE KING OF ISRAEL!” “NATHANAEL, WALK IN THE SUN! DO YOU BELIEVE THAT SIMPLY BECAUSE I SAID TO YOU THAT I COULD SEE YOU UNDERNEATH THE FIG TREE?” RABBI JESUS ANSWERED HIM. “YOU ARE GOING TO SEE THINGS THAT ARE FAR MORE IMPRESSIVE THAN THIS! OF A TRUTH, AND WITHOUT A DOUBT,” HE SAID, “I AM HERE TO TELL YOU THAT YOU ARE GOING TO SEE THE SKY OPEN UP, AND GOD’S ANGELS RISING AND FALLING ON THE SON OF MAN.” JESUS TURNS WATER INTO WINE (JOHN 2:1-12) CANA, IN GALILEE ON THE THIRD DAY, THERE WAS A MARRIAGE IN CANA OF GALILEE, AND THE MOTHER OF JESUS WAS THERE. JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES HAD ALSO BEEN INVITED. AFTER THE WINE HAD RUN OUT, JESUS’ MOTHER SAID TO HIM, “THEY ARE OUT OF WINE.” “WOMAN,” JESUS ANSWERED, “WHY ARE YOU BRINGING ME INTO THIS? IT IS NOT MY TIME JUST YET.” AND AT THIS HIS MOTHER 136 INSTRUCTED THE SERVANTS, “DO WHATEVER HE TELLS YOU TO!” SIX STONE WATER JUGS WERE STANDING NEARBY, THE TYPE THAT THE JEWS USE FOR ABLUTIONS. THEY WERE EACH FROM ABOUT TWO TO THREE “MEASURES” IN CAPACITY. “FILL THOSE JUGS UP WITH WATER,” JESUS COMMANDED THE ATTENDANTS; SO, THEY FILLED THEM TO THE BRIM. THEN HE INSTRUCTED THEM: “NOW MEASURE SOME OUT AND TAKE IT TO THE BANQUET HOST.” THEN THEY DID AS THEY WERE TOLD, AND THE ONE IN CHARGE OF THE FEAST TASTED THE WATER THAT HAD TURNED TO WINE. THE HOST HAD NO IDEA FROM WHERE IT HAD COME, BUT THE ONES WHO HAD DRAWN THE WATER OUT KNEW. THEN HE CALLED THE GROOM TO HIMSELF AND SAID, “EVERYONE ELSE SERVES THE BETTER WINE FIRST, AND AFTER THE GUESTS ARE ALREADY DRUNK, THE CHEAPER WINE IS THEN BROUGHT OUT. YOU, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAVE SAVED THE BETTER WINE UNTIL THE END.” THIS WAS THE FIRST OF HIS SUPERNATURAL SIGNS, AND JESUS PERFORMED IT IN CANA OF GALILEE. IT WAS IN THIS WAY THAT HE SHOWED HIS GLORY, AND HIS STUDENTS PUT THEIR FAITH IN HIM. AFTER THIS, HE TRAVELED DOWN TO CAPERNAUM WITH HIS MOTHER, HIS BROTHERS, AND ALL OF HIS DISCIPLES AND SPENT A FEW DAYS THERE. THE FIRST PURGING OF THE TEMPLE (JOHN 2:13-25; GTH 71) JERUSALEM THE JEWISH PASSOVER WAS APPROACHING AT THE TIME THAT JESUS TRAVELED UP TO JERUSALEM. HE CAME ACROSS MEN WHO WERE SELLING CATTLE, SHEEP AND DOVES IN THE TEMPLE; AND STILL OTHERS WHO WERE SITTING AT TABLES EXCHANGING MONEY. THEN HE MADE A WHIP OF CORDS AND CHASED THEM FROM THE TEMPLE GROUNDS, TOGETHER WITH THEIR SHEEP AND CATTLE. THEN HE POURED OUT THE CHANGERS’ MONEY AND FLIPPED THEIR TABLES OVER. FURTHERMORE, HE RAGED AT THOSE WHO WERE SELLING DOVES, “TAKE ALL OF THESE THINGS FAR FROM HERE! DO NOT TURN MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] HOME INTO A MARKET!” THEN HIS DISCIPLES CALLED TO MIND HOW IT WAS WRITTEN, “I WILL BE UTTERLY CONSUMED BY THOSE WHO COVET THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN].” THEN THE JEWS INSISTED, “WHAT HEAVENLY SIGN CAN YOU SHOW US TO PROVE YOUR AUTHORITY TO DO THIS?” “LEVEL THIS TEMPLE,” JESUS RETORTED, “AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL RESTORE IT.” THE JEWS THEN SAID, “RAISE IT UP IN THREE DAYS, WILL YOU? THIS TEMPLE TOOK FORTY-SIX YEARS TO CONSTRUCT!” (BUT WHEN JESUS SAID “TEMPLE,” WHAT HE MEANT WAS HIS 137 BODY.) “I WILL MYSELF TEAR DOWN THIS HOUSE,” SAID JESUS, “AND NONE WILL BE ABLE TO REBUILD IT <BUT ME.>” AND AFTER HE AROSE FROM DEATH, HIS DISCIPLES CALLED TO MIND WHAT HE HAD SAID, THEN THEY BELIEVED THE SCRIPTURE IN LIGHT OF THE WORDS THAT JESUS HAD SPOKEN. AS HE WAS ATTENDING THE PASSOVER FEAST IN JERUSALEM, MANY PEOPLE SAW THE WONDERS THAT HE WAS WORKING, AND PUT THEIR FAITH IN HIS GOOD NAME. JESUS, HOWEVER, WOULD NOT GIVE HIMSELF TO THEM, FOR HE KNEW ALL THINGS. AND HAVING A COMPLETE UNDERSTANDING OF HUMAN NATURE, HE HAD NO NEED FOR ANYONE TO EXPLAIN TO HIM THE KINDS OF THINGS THAT PEOPLE COULD DO. NICODEMUS VISITS JESUS (JOHN 3:1-21) JERUSALEM THERE WAS THIS JEWISH LEADER OF THE PHARISEES, A MAN WHOSE NAME WAS NICODEMUS. HE CAME TO JESUS BY NIGHT AND CONFESSED, “RABBI, WE ARE ALL AWARE THAT YOU ARE A TEACHER SENT HERE FROM GOD, SEEING HOW NO ONE COULD POSSIBLY SHOW FORTH THE SIGNS THAT YOU DO UNLESS GOD WERE WORKING THROUGH HIM.” “TRULY, AND MOST ASSUREDLY I SAY TO YOU,” JESUS REPLIED, “UNLESS A MAN IS BORN AGAIN FROM ABOVE, HE IS UNABLE TO SEE THE DOMINION OF GOD.” NICODEMUS ASKED, “HOW IS IT POSSIBLE FOR AN AGED MAN TO BE BORN ANEW? CAN HE REENTER HIS MOTHER’S WOMB AND IN THIS WAY BE BORN AGAIN?” “I SAY TO YOU MOST ASSUREDLY,” ANSWERED JESUS, “THAT UNLESS A MAN IS BORN OF WATER AND SPIRIT, HE CANNOT ATTAIN TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD. WHAT THE FLESH GIVES BIRTH TO REMAINS FLESHLY; AND WHAT THE SPIRIT BRINGS FORTH BECOMES SPIRITUAL. DO NOT BE PUT OFF BY MY TELLING YOU THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOUR BIRTH BE FROM ABOVE. THE SPIRIT WHISPERS WHEREVER IT MAY--YOU CAN HEAR THE VOICE THEREOF, BUT WHERE IT’S FROM YOU CANNOT KNOW, NOR CAN YOU SEE WHERE THEN IT GOES--AND EVERYONE TO WHOM THE SPIRIT GIVES BIRTH LIVES LIKE THIS.” NICODEMUS ANSWERED HIM, “TELL ME HOW THESE THINGS CAN BE?” “DO YOU, A TEACHER OF ISRAEL, NOT UNDERSTAND THESE THINGS?” “TRULY AND MOST ASSUREDLY I SAY TO YOU,” JESUS RESPONDED, “WE ARE TALKING ABOUT THINGS THAT WE DO UNDERSTAND, AND ARE SPEAKING OF THINGS THAT OUR EYES HAVE SEEN, AND YET YOU QUESTION WHAT WE SAY. IF I WERE TO SHOW YOU THE THINGS OF HEAVEN, HOW EVER WOULD YOU COME TO ACCEPT THEM, SEEING THAT YOU 138 DOUBT THE EARTHLY THINGS I HAVE EXPLAINED TO YOU ALREADY? AND NO ONE HAS EVER GONE UP INTO THE HEAVENS EXCEPT FOR THE ONE WHO CAME DOWN FROM THE HEAVENS, NAMELY THE SON OF MAN, WHO EVEN NOW IS IN THE HEAVENS. THE SON OF MAN MUST BE HUNG UP AS MOSES PREFIGURED WHEN HE LIFTED UP THE SERPENT IN THE DESERT, THAT WHOEVER SHOULD PLACE THEIR FAITH IN HIM MIGHT COME TO HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. FOR GOD’S LOVE SO ABOUNDED TOWARD THOSE IN THE WORLD THAT HE OFFERED UP THE ONLY SON THAT WAS BORN TO HIM, THAT WHOEVER SHOULD PLACE THEIR TRUST IN HIM MIGHT COME TO HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, AND NEVER DIE. GOD DID NOT SEND HIS SON INTO THE WORLD TO CONVICT THE WORLD, BUT THAT THROUGH THE SON, THE WORLD MIGHT BE SPARED. THE ONE WHO PUTS HIS FAITH IN HIM IS NOT CONVICTED; THE ONE WHO DOES NOT BELIEVE HAS SENTENCE PASSED AGAINST HIM ALREADY BECAUSE HE HAS REFUSED TO TRUST IN THE NAME OF THE ONLY SON THAT WAS BORN TO GOD. THIS IS HOW THE DISTINCTION IS MADE: THE LIGHT HAS SHINED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, AND MEN HAVE PREFERRED THE DARKNESS TO THE LIGHT, SINCE THEIR WAY OF LIFE WAS COMPLETELY WRONG. FOR EVERYONE WHO DOES EVIL IS REPULSED BY THE LIGHT FOR FEAR THAT HIS DEEDS WILL BE SHOWN FOR WHAT THEY ARE. BUT EVERYONE WHO PUTS THE TRUTH INTO ACTION APPROACHES THE LIGHT, THAT IT MIGHT BE RECOGNIZED THAT GOD HAS USED HIS LABORS TO DO HIS WORKS.” JOHN’S FINAL ATTESTATION (JOHN 3:22-4:3) THE JORDAN RIVER; AENON, NEAR SALIM AFTER THESE THINGS, JESUS AND HIS FOLLOWERS ENTERED INTO THE LAND OF JUDEA AND BAPTIZED THERE; AND HE REMAINED THERE WITH THEM. AND JOHN WAS ALSO BAPTIZING AT AENON NEAR SALIM BECAUSE THERE WAS AN ABUNDANCE OF WATER THERE; AND THE PEOPLE CAME TO HIM AND WERE BAPTIZED. JOHN, YOU SEE, HAD NOT YET BEEN CAST INTO PRISON. A DISPUTE THEREFORE AROSE BETWEEN A JEW, (INDEED) SEVERAL JEWS, AND JOHN’S DISCIPLES WITH REGARD TO ABLUTIONS. AND THEY TOOK THE MATTER UP TO JOHN, SAYING, “RABBI, YOU KNOW THAT MAN YOU ATTESTED TO, THE ONE WHO WAS ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE JORDAN WITH YOU? WELL, NOW HE IS BAPTIZING THOSE WHO COME TO HIM.” “NO MAN CAN RECEIVE IT,” REPLIED JOHN, “UNLESS THEY HAVE BEEN GRACED BY HEAVEN. EACH OF YOU KNOWS THAT I CONFESSED, ‘I AM NOT THE MESSIAH, BUT THAT I AM SENT AHEAD OF 139 HIM.’ IT IS THE BRIDEGROOM WHO RECEIVES THE BRIDE. THE GROOM’S BEST MAN MERELY STANDS NEARBY, RECEIVING HIS TESTIMONY AND REJOICING AT THE SOUND OF THE BRIDEGROOM’S VOICE. NOW MY JOY IS FULFILLED AT LAST, FOR NOW I MUST BE DIMINISHED, SO THAT HE MIGHT BE INCREASED. “THE ONE WHO CAME DOWN FROM ABOVE IS THE ONE WHO IS SET OVER ALL. HE THAT IS OF THE EARTH IS FORMED OF AN EARTHLY SUBSTANCE, AND SPEAKS FROM AN EARTHLY PERSPECTIVE. HE THAT COMES FROM HEAVEN IS GREATER THAN ALL. HE TESTIFIES ABOUT WHAT HE HAS SEEN AND HEARD, AND STILL NOBODY CATCHES ON. ANYONE CONFORMING TO HIS TESTIMONY RECEIVES THIS ASSURANCE: THAT GOD IS STRAIGHTFORWARD. THE ONE WHO IS SENT FROM GOD SPEAKS THE VERY WORDS OF GOD, FOR GOD IN NO WAY RATIONS THE SPIRIT. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] LOVES THE SON [JESUS OR ENOCH] AND PLACES ALL THINGS INTO HIS HANDS. WHOEVER PUTS HIS TRUST IN THE SON OF MAN HAS ETERNAL LIFE, BUT WHOEVER DENIES THE SON WILL NOT EVER SEE LIFE, FOR GOD’S ANGER SEETHES OVER HIM.” WHEN THE LORD LEARNED THAT THE PHARISEES HAD BECOME AWARE OF HIS RECRUITING AND BAPTIZING MORE STUDENTS THAN JOHN HAD BEEN--EVEN THOUGH IT WAS HIS OWN DISCIPLES WHO WERE DOING ALL OF THE BAPTIZING, AND NOT, AS IT WERE, JESUS HIMSELF, HE LEFT JUDEA FOR GALILEE. ON THE ROAD TO GALILEE (GTH 7, 11, 60, 87, 106, 111, 112) ON THE ROAD TO GALILEE A SAMARITAN WAS CARRYING A LAMB ON HIS WAY INTO JUDEA. “<HOW COME> THAT MAN <HAS TO> CARRY THAT LAMB?” JESUS ASKED HIS STUDENTS. “SO THAT HE MIGHT KILL IT AND EAT,” THEY RESPONDED. “HE WILL NOT EAT IT WHILE LIFE IS STILL IN IT,” JESUS OBSERVED, “BUT ONLY AFTER HE HAS BUTCHERED IT, SO THAT WHAT HE EATS IS NOTHING BUT A CARCASS.” “HE CANNOT DO SO OTHERWISE!” THEY REASONED. “SUCH INDEED IS YOUR CIRCUMSTANCE,” JESUS CONTINUED, “FIND A PLACE FOR YOURSELVES TO LIVE, OR YOU ALSO MIGHT BECOME A CARCASS--AND LIKE A CARCASS BE DEVOURED! BLESSED IS THE LION THAT THE MAN CONSUMES SO THAT THE LION BECOMES HUMAN; AND CURSED IS THE MAN THAT GETS EATEN BY THE LION SO THAT THE LION TAKES ON HUMANITY! “HOW MISERABLE THE BODY THAT DEPENDS UPON A BODY, AND HOW MISERABLE THE SOUL THAT DEPENDS UPON THESE TWO. ACCURSED IS THE FLESH THAT IS GOVERNED BY THE SOUL, AND ACCURSED IS THE SOUL THAT IS GOVERNED BY THE FLESH. THIS HEAVEN WILL PASS AWAY, AS WILL THE NEXT. THE DEAD DO 140 NOT HAVE LIFE, NOR WILL THE LIVING EVER DIE. BACK WHEN YOU WOULD EAT WHAT WAS DEAD, YOU USED IT TO FEED WHAT WAS ALIVE. AND NOW THAT THE LIGHT IS SHINING ON YOU, WHAT WILL YOU DO? ON THE DAY THAT YOU WERE ONE, YOU SPLIT IN TWO, SO WHEN YOU ARE TWO WHAT EVER WILL YOU DO? WHEN YOU JOIN THE TWO INTO ONE, YOU WILL BE TRANSFORMED. THEN, AS THE SONS OF HUMANITY YOU WILL SAY TO THE MOUNTAIN, ‘MOVE AWAY!’ AND IT WILL BE MOVED. THE SKIES WILL ROLL UP BEFORE YOU, AND THE EARTH WILL TOO, AND WHOEVER RECEIVES HIS LIFE FROM THE ONE WHO LIVES FOREVER WILL NEVER SEE DEATH.” (DOES NOT JESUS HIMSELF AFFIRM, “OF ONE WHO HAS COME TO SEE THE TRUTH OF HIS NATURE, THE WORLD IS NOT WORTHY?”) THE SAMARITAN WOMAN (JOHN 4:4-42) SYCHAR, SAMARIA IT WAS NECESSARY FOR JESUS TO PASS THROUGH SAMARIA. HE CAME TO SYCHAR, A SAMARITAN TOWN NEAR THE TRACT OF LAND THAT JACOB LEFT TO HIS SON JOSEPH; AND JACOB’S WELL WAS IN THAT PLACE. IT WAS ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR. JESUS, THEREFORE, BEING WORN OUT FROM SO MUCH TRAVELING ACCORDINGLY SAT DOWN ON THE WELL. A SAMARITAN WOMAN CAME UP TO IT TO DRAW SOME WATER. SINCE HIS FOLLOWERS HAD GONE INTO TOWN TO BUY SOME FOOD, JESUS BID HER, “GIVE ME SOMETHING TO DRINK.” SO THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA ASKED HIM, “SEEING HOW YOU ARE A JEW, AND I AM A SAMARITAN WOMAN, WHY ARE YOU ASKING ME FOR A DRINK?” (JEWS, YOU SEE, HAVE NO DEALINGS WITH SAMARITANS.) JESUS RESPONDED, “IF ONLY YOU HAD UNDERSTOOD JUST WHAT THE GIFT OF GOD IS, AND JUST WHO IT IS THAT IS SAYING TO YOU, ‘GIVE ME SOMETHING TO DRINK,’ YOU WOULD HAVE ASKED IT OF HIM FIRST, AND HE WOULD HAVE GIVEN YOU THE WATER OF LIFE.” “YOU HAVE NO BUCKET,” THE WOMAN REPLIED, “AND THIS WELL IS VERY DEEP. FROM WHERE WILL YOU DRAW THIS ‘LIFE-GIVING WATER’? ARE YOU GREATER THAN OUR FATHER JACOB, WHO GAVE US THIS WELL, HAVING DRUNK FROM IT HIMSELF, EVEN AS HIS SONS AND HIS CATTLE?” “EVERYONE WHO DRINKS OF THIS WATER,” JESUS REPLIED, “WILL GROW THIRSTY AGAIN, BUT ANYONE WHO DRINKS THE WATER THAT I WILL GIVE WILL NOT EVER THIRST AGAIN; BUT THE WATER I WILL GIVE TO HIM WILL BECOME A FOUNTAIN OF WATER SPRINGING UP TO LIMITLESS LIFE.” “MISTER,” THE WOMAN ANSWERED, “GIVE ME SOME OF THIS WATER SO THAT I MIGHT NOT GET THIRSTY AGAIN, AND HAVE TO COME WALKING ALL THIS WAY TO DRAW.” 141 JESUS SAID, “GO! SEND FOR YOUR HUSBAND AND RETURN.” “I HAVE NO HUSBAND,” THE WOMAN REPLIED. “HOW APTLY YOU HAVE PHRASED THAT!” SAID JESUS, “FOR YOU HAVE HAD FIVE. THE ONE YOU ARE CURRENTLY WITH IS NOT TRULY YOUR HUSBAND, SO WELL HAVE YOU SPOKEN.” “MISTER,” THE WOMAN ANSWERED, “I SENSE THAT YOU ARE A PROPHET. OUR FATHERS WORSHIPED RIGHT HERE ON THIS MOUNTAIN, YET YOUR PEOPLE SAY TO OURS THAT JERUSALEM IS THE PROPER PLACE FOR MEN TO WORSHIP.” “WOMAN,” JESUS ASSURED HER, “BELIEVE ME WHEN I TELL YOU THAT THE HOUR IS COMING WHEN YOU WILL WORSHIP THE FATHER NEITHER ON THIS MOUNTAIN, NOR YET IN JERUSALEM. YOU WORSHIP IN IGNORANCE, BUT WE WORSHIP WITH UNDERSTANDING, SINCE DELIVERANCE IS FROM THE JEWS. BUT THE TIME IS COMING--AND IS UPON US--WHEN THE TRUE WORSHIPPERS WILL WORSHIP THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WITH INSPIRATION, AND WITH TRUTH. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] GOES LOOKING FOR PEOPLE LIKE THAT TO WORSHIP HIM. GOD IS A SPIRIT, AND ANYONE WHO WORSHIPS HIM MUST WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH.” “I KNOW,” THE WOMAN ANSWERED, “THAT THE MESSIAH, THE ONE WHO IS CALLED ‘THE CHRIST,’ IS COMING; WHEN THAT ONE DOES COME, HE WILL EXPOUND ALL THINGS IN DETAIL.” “I, WHO AM SPEAKING TO YOU,” JESUS REVEALED, “AM THAT ONE!” AND HIS DISCIPLES SHOWED UP AS HE WAS SAYING ALL THIS. THEY WERE SURPRISED TO SEE HIM SPEAKING WITH A WOMAN, BUT NO ONE ASKED, “WHAT DO YOU WANT?” OR, “WHY ARE YOU SPEAKING WITH HER?” SO THE WOMAN LEFT FOR THE CITY, LEAVING HER WATER POT BEHIND. AND SHE SAID TO THE PEOPLE THERE, “COME! SEE A MAN WHO DESCRIBED TO ME ALL THAT I EVER DID. WOULD NOT THIS ONE BE THE CHRIST?” IMMEDIATELY THEY STREAMED OUT OF THE TOWN AND OVER TO JESUS. AND AS THEY WERE WALKING ALONG, THE DISCIPLES URGED HIM, “TEACHER, EAT!” BUT JESUS REPLIED, “I’VE GOT FOOD TO EAT YOU KNOW NOTHING ABOUT.” THE DISCIPLES THEN STARTED ASKING EACH OTHER, “NO ONE BROUGHT HIM ANY FOOD, DID THEY?” THEN JESUS INFORMED THEM, “MY ‘FOOD’ IS THIS: THAT I MIGHT DO ACCORDING TO THE DECREE HANDED DOWN TO ME BY THE ONE WHO SENT ME, THAT I MIGHT BRING HIS STRIVING TO AN END. NOW DO NOT GO SAYING THAT THERE IS NO HARVEST FOR FOUR MORE MONTHS. BEHOLD, I AM TELLING YOU NOW TO LIFT UP YOUR EYES AND LOOK ON THE FIELDS, BECAUSE THEY ARE WHITE ALREADY AND WAITING TO BE PICKED! ANYONE WHO GATHERS WILL RECEIVE WAGES AND BE COLLECTING FRUIT THAT LEADS TO ENDLESS LIFE! THIS IS SO THAT THOSE WHO SOW 142 MAY REJOICE WITH THOSE WHO REAP. FOR THE SAYING, ‘ONE MAN SOWS AND ANOTHER MAN REAPS’ IS TRUE IN THIS SENSE. I SENT YOU TO GATHER WHERE BEFORE YOU NEVER LABORED; OTHERS HAVE WORKED IT, AND YOU ARE HERE TO GARNER THE FRUITS OF THEIR LABORS.” AND MANY SAMARITANS FROM THAT CITY BELIEVED THE WOMAN’S TESTIMONY, “HE RELATED TO ME ALL THAT I EVER DID,” AND SO CAME TO PLACE THEIR TRUST IN HIM. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE SAMARITANS CAME TO HIM, THEY ASKED HIM IF THEY COULD STAY WITH HIM AWHILE; AND HE STAYED THERE WITH THEM FOR TWO DAYS. AND MANY MORE BELIEVED THROUGH HIS TESTIMONY, AND TO THE WOMAN THEY AFFIRMED, “NOW WE BELIEVE, NOT ONLY THROUGH YOUR PREACHING, BUT WE HAVE HEARD IT OURSELVES AND ARE SURE THAT THIS IS THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD!” JESUS HEARS OF JOHN’S IMPRISONMENT AND RETURNS TO GALILEE (MATT 4:12; MARK 1:14-15; LUKE 3:19-20, 4:14,15; JOHN 4:43-45) SAMARIA; GALILEE BUT AFTER JOHN HAD REPROVED HEROD THE TETRARCH WITH REGARD TO HIS SISTER-IN-LAW, HERODIAS, AND ALL OF HIS OTHER IMMORAL ACTS, HEROD ADDED THIS TO HIS LIST: HE HAD JOHN PUT INTO PRISON. AND AFTER JOHN HAD BEEN LOCKED UP, JESUS CAME TO HEAR OF HIS CONFINEMENT. SO AFTER TWO DAYS, HE LEFT THAT PLACE AND RETURNED TO GALILEE IN THE STRENGTH OF THE SPIRIT, PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD, AND HIS FAME SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE LAND. (NOW JESUS HAD ALREADY REVEALED THAT EVERY PROPHET IS DISHONORED IN HIS OWN NATION.) WHEN HE SHOWED UP IN GALILEE, THE GALILEANS ACCEPTED HIM. THEY HAD ALL BEEN TO THE FEAST AND HAD SEEN THE WONDERFUL THINGS THAT HE HAD DONE AT THE PASSOVER IN JERUSALEM. AND HE TAUGHT IN THEIR SYNAGOGUES, “THE TIME IS NOW, THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS BREAKING FORTH! TURN YOUR LIVES AROUND AND ACCEPT THE WONDERFUL NEWS!” AND EVERYONE THERE EXALTED HIM. PETER, ANDREW, JAMES, AND JOHN FOLLOW JESUS (MATT 4:18-22; MARK 1:16-20; AJN 88,89) BESIDE THE SEA OF GALILEE AS JESUS WALKED ALONG THE SEA OF GALILEE, HE CAUGHT SIGHT OF TWO BROTHERS; SIMON, WHOSE NICKNAME WAS PETER, ALONG WITH HIS BROTHER 143 ANDREW. THEY, BEING FISHERMEN, WERE CASTING A NET INTO THE SEA. AND HE CALLED OUT TO THEM, “FOLLOW ME AND I WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF MEN!” AND JUST THEN THEY FOLLOWED HIM, LEAVING THEIR NETS BEHIND THEM. MOVING ON FROM THERE HE SAW TWO OTHER BROTHERS, JAMES, THE SON OF ZEBEDEE, ALONG WITH HIS BROTHER JOHN. AND HE CALLED TO THEM AS THEY WERE PREPARING THEIR NETS IN A BOAT WITH THEIR FATHER. FOR AFTER JESUS HAD SELECTED THE TWO BROTHERS, PETER AND ANDREW, HE CAME UP TO ME, AND MY BROTHER JAMES, SAYING, “COME TO ME FOR I HAVE NEED OF YOU.” AND MY BROTHER ASKED ME, “JOHN, WHAT DOES THIS YOUTH WHO CALLED OUT TO US FROM THE SHORE DESIRE?” “WHAT YOUTH?” I ASKED. “THE ONE WHO IS SUMMONING US,” HE ANSWERED. “BROTHER JAMES,” I SAID TO HIM, “WE’VE BEEN OUT TO SEA FOR WAY TOO LONG--YOU ARE SEEING THINGS! CAN YOU NOT TELL THAT THE ONE STANDING THERE IS A GROWN MAN, STRIKINGLY HANDSOME AND JOYFUL OF FACE?” “MY BROTHER,” HE ANSWERED, “THAT IS NOT THE ONE I SEE. LET US GO AND SEE WHAT THIS IS ABOUT.” AND THEY BOTH GOT OUT OF THE BOAT. NOW AS [THEY] WERE GETTING OFF, [THEY] REALIZED THAT HE WAS HELPING [THEM] TO GUIDE [THEIR] BOAT ASHORE. AND RIGHT AWAY THEY FOLLOWED HIM, LEAVING THEIR FATHER ZEBEDEE IN THE BOAT WITH THE WORKERS. AND AS WE WERE LEAVING THAT PLACE, AGAIN WISHING TO FOLLOW HIM, HE SHOWED HIMSELF TO ME AGAIN; THIS TIME WITH A BALD HEAD AND A LONG, THICK BEARD. TO JAMES, HOWEVER, HE REVEALED HIMSELF AS AN ADOLESCENT BOY WHOSE BEARD WAS JUST GROWING IN. WE WERE BOTH CONFUSED BY THIS, AND MARVELED OVER WHAT WE HAD SEEN. STILL, THE LONGER WE FOLLOWED AFTER HIM, AND THE MORE THAT WE THOUGHT ABOUT IT, THE MORE CONFUSED WE BOTH BECAME. AND ANOTHER, EVEN MORE INCREDIBLE SIGHT WAS REVEALED TO ME. EVERY TIME THAT I WOULD TRY TO SEE HIM AS HE TRULY WAS, I NEVER COULD SEE HIM WITH HIS EYES CLOSED, BUT THEY WERE CONSTANTLY OPEN. HE WOULD ON OCCASION SEEM TO ME AS SOMEWHAT SMALL AND RATHER HOMELY, BUT AT OTHER TIMES HE WOULD APPEAR AS ONE WHOSE STATURE REACHED INTO THE SKY. THERE WAS YET ANOTHER WONDER IN HIM: WHEN I WOULD SIT WITH HIM AT THE TABLE, HE WOULD HOLD ME TO HIS HEART AND I WOULD HOLD HIM CLOSE TO MINE. SOMETIMES HIS CHEST SEEMED SOFT AND GENTLE, AND SOMETIMES IT SEEMED AS HARD AS A ROCK. NATURALLY I WAS CONFUSED BY THIS AND ASKED, ‘WHAT IS THIS SUPPOSED TO MEAN?’ 144 JESUS CURES A FEVER (JOHN 4:46-54) CANA, GALILEE THEN HE RETURNED TO CANA IN GALILEE, WHERE HE’D TURNED THE WATER INTO WINE. AND THE SON OF A CERTAIN NOBLEMAN WAS SICK IN CAPERNAUM. HEARING THAT HE HAD COME INTO GALILEE FROM JUDEA, THIS MAN WENT ALL THE WAY OUT TO JESUS AND ASKED IF HE WOULD RETURN WITH HIM TO HEAL HIS SON, FOR HE WAS AT THE POINT OF DEATH. “UNLESS YOU WITNESS SIGNS AND WONDERS,” JESUS REPLIED, “YOU DON’T BELIEVE ANYTHING AT ALL!” “LORD,” SAID THE NOBLEMAN, “COME DOWN BEFORE MY CHILD DIES!” “GO YOUR WAY!” JESUS REPLIED, “YOUR SON IS ALIVE!” AND THE MAN BELIEVED WHAT JESUS SAID, AND AT THAT HE WENT HIS WAY. AND EVEN AS HE WAS GOING BACK DOWN, HIS SERVANTS MET HIM AND GAVE HIM THIS WORD: “YOUR SON IS ALIVE!” HE THEN ASKED, “AT WHAT TIME DID HE RECOVER?” “THE FEVER BROKE YESTERDAY AT ABOUT THE SEVENTH HOUR,” THEY ANSWERED. THE FATHER THEN REALIZED THAT IT HAD HAPPENED DURING THAT SAME HOUR THAT JESUS HAD SAID, “YOUR SON IS ALIVE!” AND HE AND HIS HOUSEHOLD BELIEVED FIRSTHAND. THIS WAS THE SECOND SIGN THAT JESUS HAD SHOWN, HAVING COME AGAIN FROM JUDEA INTO GALILEE. DENIAL IN NAZARETH (LUKE 4:16-30; MATT 4:13-17; GTH 31) NAZARETH; CAPERNAUM AND HE CAME TO NAZARETH WHERE HE HAD BEEN RAISED, AND ENTERED INTO THE SYNAGOGUE ON THE SABBATH DAY, EVEN AS HIS CUSTOM WAS. AND HE STOOD UP TO READ, AND WAS HANDED THE SCROLL OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH. AND AFTER UNROLLING THE SCROLL, HE FOUND THE PART WHERE IT WAS WRITTEN, “THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME. HE HAS ANOINTED ME, THAT I MIGHT PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE NEEDY; HE HAS SENT ME TO BRING HEALING TO THOSE WHOSE HEARTS ARE SHATTERED; TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE CAPTIVES; AND NEW SIGHT TO THOSE WHO ARE NOW BLIND; 145 TO SET FREE THE DOWNTRODDEN AND TO PREACH THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.” AND HE ROLLED THE SCROLL BACK UP, HANDED IT TO THE ATTENDANT, AND SAT BACK DOWN. AND THE EYES OF THOSE IN THE SYNAGOGUE FASTENED UPON HIM. THEN HE SAID, “TODAY THIS SCRIPTURE IS FULFILLED IN YOUR HEARING.” AND EVERYONE TESTIFIED ABOUT HIM AND WAS ASTOUNDED BY THE ELEGANCE OF THE WORDS THAT CAME FROM HIS MOUTH. BUT SOME OF THEM OBJECTED, “IS THIS MAN NOT JOSEPH’S SON?” “YOU WILL CERTAINLY SPEAK THIS PARABLE AGAINST ME,” JESUS SAID, “‘PHYSICIAN, HEAL YOURSELF! DO ALL OF THOSE AMAZING WORKS THAT WE HEARD YOU DID IN CAPERNAUM RIGHT HERE IN YOUR OWN TOWN.’ MOST ASSUREDLY I SAY TO YOU,” HE ADDED, “NO PROPHET IS ACCEPTED IN HIS OWN HOME TOWN, AND A DOCTOR DOES NOT HEAL THOSE WHO KNOW HIM. BUT I WILL TELL YOU HOW IT TRULY IS, THERE WERE PLENTY OF WIDOWS IN ISRAEL IN ELIJAH’S DAY, WHEN THE SKY WAS CLOSED FOR OVER THREE YEARS AND SIX MONTHS, AND A MAJOR FAMINE SWEPT OVER THE LAND. BUT ELIJAH WAS NOT SENT TO ANY OF THESE, BUT RATHER TO A WIDOWED WOMAN IN ZAREPHATH OF SIDON. AND THERE WERE MANY LEPERS IN ISRAEL DURING THE DAYS OF THE PROPHET ELISHA, AND NOT EVEN ONE OF THEM WAS CLEANSED EXCEPT FOR NAAMAN, THE SYRIAN.” AND AS SOON AS THOSE IN THE SYNAGOGUE HEARD THESE WORDS, THEY SEETHED WITH RAGE, ROSE TO THEIR FEET, AND DROVE HIM UP TO A CLIFF ON THE HILL ON WHICH THE CITY WAS BUILT, IN AN EFFORT TO THROW HIM DOWN. BUT HE SLIPPED RIGHT THROUGH THEIR GRASP, PASSING THROUGH THEIR VERY MIDST. AND DEPARTING FROM NAZARETH, JESUS ENTERED INTO CAPERNAUM BY THE SEA IN THE REGIONS OF ZEBULUN AND NAPHTHALI AND STAYED THERE TO FULFILL WHAT WAS SPOKEN THROUGH ISAIAH THE PROPHET: “LAND OF ZEBULUN AND LAND OF NAPHTHALI, SEAWARD, PAST THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES-- THE PEOPLE ONCE LIVING IN DARKNESS HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT, AND FOR THOSE IN THE KINGDOM AND SHADOW OF DEATH, THE LIGHT HAS ARISEN.” 146 FROM THAT TIME FORWARD, JESUS STARTED PREACHING, “TURN YOUR LIVES AROUND, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS DRAWING NEAR!” CASTING OUT DEMONS (MARK 1:21-28; LUKE 4:31-37) CAPERNAUM THEY THEN MOVED ON TO CAPERNAUM, A CITY OF GALILEE. AND WHEN THE SABBATH DAY CAME AROUND, JESUS ENTERED INTO THE SYNAGOGUE AND STARTED TEACHING THE PEOPLE THERE, AND THEY WERE ALL ASTOUNDED BY HIS DOCTRINE, FOR HIS TEACHING WAS CONVINCING, AND HE TAUGHT THEM AS SOMEONE WITH AUTHORITY, AND NOT AS THOSE WHO TEACH THE LAW. THERE WAS A DEMON-POSSESSED MAN IN THE SYNAGOGUE, WHO AT THAT MOMENT, OVERCOME BY AN EVIL SPIRIT SCREAMED OUT AS LOUD AS HE COULD, “LEAVE US BE! WHAT HAVE YOU TO DO WITH US, (AND) WE WITH YOU, JESUS OF NAZARETH? HAVE YOU COME TO DO AWAY WITH US? I CAN SEE YOU. I KNOW WHO YOU ARE--THE HOLY ONE OF GOD!” BUT JESUS STOPPED HIM, SAYING, “DO NOT SAY ANOTHER WORD, BUT LEAVE THIS MAN!” AND THE FILTHY SPIRIT CAUSED HIM TO CONVULSE, AND HE SHRIEKED WITH A DEAFENING VOICE AND THREW HIM DOWN BEFORE THEM ALL AND WENT AWAY WITHOUT DOING HIM ANY HARM. EVERYONE WAS SO SURPRISED THAT THEY ASKED ONE ANOTHER, “WHAT IS THIS? SOME NEW DOCTRINE? WITH POWER AND DOMINION, HE EVEN COMMANDS THE WICKED SPIRITS, AND THEY DEPART!” AND WORD ABOUT HIM QUICKLY SPREAD THROUGH THE NEARBY PARTS OF GALILEE. JESUS HEALS THE SICK (MATT 8:14-17; MARK 1:29-34; LUKE 4:38-41) CAPERNAUM AFTER THEY HAD LEFT THE SYNAGOGUE, THEY WENT TO THE HOME OF SIMON AND ANDREW, ACCOMPANIED BY JAMES AND JOHN. SIMON’S MOTHER-INLAW, YOU SEE, WAS STRICKEN WITH A VERY HIGH FEVER AND WAS LAYING IN BED, AND THEY TOLD JESUS ABOUT HER STATE AND ASKED HIM TO HELP HER OUT. JESUS, ON ENTERING INTO PETER’S HOUSE, SAW HIS MOTHER-IN-LAW FEVERSTRICKEN AND BEDRIDDEN. AT THAT POINT, HE WENT UP TO HER, STOOPED OVER, TOOK HOLD OF HER HAND, REBUKED THE FEVER, AND IT LEFT HER. AT THAT POINT HE HELPED HER UP, AND SHE STOOD UP RIGHT AWAY AND STARTED SERVING THEM. FROM DUSK UNTIL AFTER SUNSET THAT EVENING, THE PEOPLE BROUGHT ALL 147 WHO WERE AFFLICTED BY THIS SICKNESS OR THAT UP TO JESUS, TOGETHER WITH MANY WHO WERE DEMON-POSSESSED. THE WHOLE TOWN GATHERED AT HIS DOORSTEP, WHERE HE HEALED MANY OF THOSE WHO WERE VARIOUSLY AFFLICTED BY LAYING HIS HANDS ON EACH OF THEM. FURTHERMORE, HE DROVE OUT MANY DEMONS, CASTING THEM FORTH WITH MERELY A WORD. THE DEMONS LEFT MANY PEOPLE, SCREAMING, “YOU ARE INDEED THE SON OF GOD!” BUT HE REPROVED THEM, AND WOULD NOT PERMIT THE DEMONS TO UTTER SO MUCH AS A SINGLE WORD SINCE THEY COULD SEE THAT HE WAS THE CHRIST. ALL OF THIS CAME TO PASS IN ORDER TO FULFILL WHAT HAD BEEN SPOKEN THROUGH ISAIAH THE PROPHET: “HE SHOULDERED OUR WEAKNESSES AND BORE OUR ILLNESSES.” JESUS EXPANDS HIS HEALING MINISTRY (MATT 4:23-25; MARK 1:35-39; LUKE 4:42-44) GALILEE AS DAYLIGHT WAS APPROACHING ONE MORNING, JESUS ROSE UP UNDER COVER OF DARKNESS, LEFT THE HOUSE, AND VENTURED FORTH TO PRAY IN A SECLUDED SPOT. SIMON AND HIS COMPANIONS WENT SEARCHING FOR HIM, AND WHEN THEY FOUND HIM, THEY SAID, “EVERYONE IS LOOKING FOR YOU!” “LET’S MOVE ON TO THE NEXT TOWN,” HE SAID, “THAT I MIGHT PREACH IN THAT PLACE TOO. THIS, YOU SEE, WAS WHY I CAME TO BEGIN WITH.” THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SEARCHING FOR JESUS, WHEN THEY GOT TO WHERE HE WAS, TOOK HOLD OF HIM AND TRIED TO KEEP HIM FROM LEAVING THEM. BUT JESUS SAID, “IT IS ONLY RIGHT THAT I SHOULD PREACH THE GREAT NEWS OF GOD’S KINGDOM TO THE OTHER TOWNSHIPS ALSO, FOR THIS IS WHY I WAS SENT.” SO JESUS WENT ALL AROUND GALILEE TEACHING AND PREACHING IN THEIR SYNAGOGUES, PROCLAIMING THE WONDERFUL MESSAGE OF THE KINGDOM, CASTING OUT DEMONS AND CURING EVERY ILLNESS AND MALADY AMONG THE PEOPLE. AND NEWS OF HIM SPREAD THROUGHOUT SYRIA, AND THEY BROUGHT ALL OF THE SICK UP TO HIM, ALONG WITH THOSE WHO WERE SUFFERING FROM VARIOUS DISEASES AND AFFLICTIONS--THE DEMON-POSSESSED, THE INSANE, AND THE PARALYZED-- AND HE CURED THEM. MANY GROUPS FROM GALILEE, THE TEN CITIES, JERUSALEM, JUDEA, AND THE REGIONS BEYOND THE JORDAN FOLLOWED HIM ALL AROUND, AND HE CONTINUED TO PREACH IN THE SYNAGOGUES OF GALILEE AND THE LAND OF THE JEWS. 148 THE BIG CATCH (LUKE 5:1-11) LAKE OF GENNESARET (SEA OF GALILEE) ONE DAY JESUS WAS STANDING OVER BY THE LAKE OF GENNESARET AND THE PEOPLE WERE PRESSING UP AGAINST HIM TO LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD. AND HE SPOTTED TWO BOATS THAT WERE NEAR TO THE SHORE, WHOSE FISHERMEN HAD GOTTEN OUT OF THEM TO WASH THEIR NETS. JESUS THEN GOT INTO THE ONE THAT BELONGED TO SIMON, AND ASKED HIM TO PULL AWAY FROM THE SHORE A BIT, AND HE TAUGHT THE ASSEMBLY WHILE SEATED IN THE BOAT. AND WHEN HE HAD FINISHED SPEAKING, HE SAID TO SIMON, “LAUNCH OUT INTO THE DEEPER WATERS AND DROP YOUR NETS THAT YOU MIGHT DRAW.” “TEACHER,” SAID SIMON, “WE HAVE FISHED ALL NIGHT AND NOT CAUGHT ANYTHING, BUT I WILL DROP THE NET AS YOU HAVE SAID.” AND THEY SIGNALED TO THEIR PARTNERS IN THE OTHER BOAT THAT THEY SHOULD COME AND HELP THEM OUT. THEY CAME AND FILLED THEM TO THE SINKING POINT. AT THIS, SIMON PETER FELL TO HIS KNEES AND CONFESSED, “GO AWAY AND BE DONE WITH ME, LORD, FOR I AM AN EVIL MAN.” PETER, YOU SEE, AND ALL WHO WERE THERE, WERE THOROUGHLY ASTOUNDED BY THE NUMBER OF FISH THAT THEY HAD CAUGHT; AS WERE THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE, JAMES AND JOHN, WHO WERE PARTNERS WITH SIMON. “HAVE NO FEAR, SIMON,” JESUS REASSURED HIM, “FOR FROM THIS TIME FORWARD, YOU WILL BE A FISHER OF MEN.” AND THEY BROUGHT THEIR BOATS BACK TO THE SHORE AND FOLLOWED HIM, LEAVING EVERYTHING BEHIND THEM THERE. JESUS HEALS A SKIN DISEASE (MATT 8:2-4; MARK 1:40-45; LUKE 5:12-16; EGTN 2:1,4) GALILEE AND BEHOLD, IT HAPPENED THAT WHILE HE WAS IN ONE OF THOSE TOWNS, THERE WAS THIS MAN WHO WAS BLANKETED BY LEPROSY. NOW WHEN HE CAUGHT SIGHT OF JESUS, HE CAME UP TO HIM AND FELL TO HIS KNEES (AND) FACE IN WORSHIP. “LORD JESUS,” HE SAID, “MY TEACHER! AS A RESULT OF KEEPING COMPANY WITH LEPERS, AND EATING ALONGSIDE THEM IN THE POORHOUSE, I MYSELF CONTRACTED LEPROSY. IF YOU WILL, YOU CAN MAKE ME CLEAN.” AND JESUS, MOVED WITH COMPASSION, REACHED OUT HIS HAND AND TOUCHED HIM, SAYING TO HIM, “THAT IS TRULY MY DESIRE; THEREFORE BE CLEANSED.” AND EVEN AS HE SAID THIS, THE LEPROSY WENT AWAY, AND THE 149 MAN WAS CLEANSED. AND IMMEDIATELY JESUS GAVE HIM A STERN WARNING AND USHERED HIM OUT, SAYING TO HIM: “SEE TO IT THAT YOU SAY NOTHING TO ANYONE, BUT DO GO AND ALLOW THE PRIEST TO EXAMINE YOU, AND OFFER THE SACRIFICE THAT IS CALLED FOR BY MOSES, BOTH FOR YOUR CLEANSING AND AS A SIGN TO THEM--AND NO MORE SINNING!” BUT HE LEFT THAT PLACE AND STARTED PREACHING BLATANTLY, AND SPEAKING THE MATTER SO EXTENSIVELY THAT JESUS COULD NO LONGER ENTER INTO ANY TOWN OPENLY. AND THE STORIES ABOUT HIM GREW EVEN MORE WIDESPREAD, AND GREAT MULTITUDES WERE GATHERING BOTH TO HEAR HIM AND TO BE HEALED BY HIM OF THEIR ILLNESSES. AND HE WITHDREW INTO SOLITUDE TO PRAY. AND THOUGH HE WAS WAY OUT IN ISOLATED PLACES, THEY NONETHELESS CAME OUT TO HIM FROM EVERY REGION. JESUS HEALS A PARALYTIC (MATT 9:1-8; MARK 2:1-12; LUKE 5:17-26) CAPERNAUM NOW A FEW DAYS AFTER THIS, JESUS BOARDED A BOAT, CROSSED OVER THE SEA AND ENTERED AGAIN INTO HIS OWN TOWN OF CAPERNAUM. AND HE WAS RUMORED TO BE IN A CERTAIN HOUSE. SO MANY RUSHED TO FILL THE PLACE THAT THERE WAS NOT THE TINIEST BIT OF ROOM--EVEN AS FAR BACK AS THE DOOR--AND HE PREACHED THE GOSPEL TO THE PEOPLE THERE. PHARISEES AND LAWYERS FROM GALILEE, JUDEA, AND JERUSALEM WERE SITTING THERE ALSO. AND THE LORD’S HEALING POWER WAS WITH HIM TO RESTORE THE SICK. AND BEHOLD, SOME MEN APPROACHED HIM, AND FOUR OF THEM WERE CARRYING A PARALYTIC ON A STRETCHER, AND THEY MADE QUITE AN EFFORT TO GET HIM INTO THE HOUSE AND LAY HIM RIGHT ACROSS FROM JESUS, BUT THE CROWD KEPT THEM FROM DOING SO. STILL, THEY WERE DETERMINED TO GET HIM IN AND SET THE MAN BEFORE HIM. NOW THEY COULD FIND NO WAY TO GET THROUGH ON ACCOUNT OF THE CROWD, SO THEY CLIMBED UP TO THE ROOF OF THE HOUSE, UNDID THE PART ABOVE JESUS, OPENED IT AND LET DOWN THE STRETCHER THAT THE PARALYTIC WAS LYING ON RIGHT THROUGH THE TILES AND INTO THE CROWD FACING HIM, WITH THE MAN STILL ON IT! AND MARKING THEIR DETERMINATION, JESUS SAID, “MY FRIEND, MY SON, BE OF GOOD CHEER! YOUR SINS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN YOU.” SOME LAW TEACHERS WERE SEATED THERE, AND IN THEIR HEARTS, THEY WERE WONDERING, “WHY DOES THIS MAN PUT IT THAT WAY? WHAT HE SPEAKS IS BLASPHEMY! WHO IS THIS BLASPHEMER, ANYWAY? WHO BESIDES GOD HAS 150 THE POWER TO PARDON SINS?” AND PICKING UP ON THEIR DELIBERATIONS, HE IMMEDIATELY KNEW IN HIS SPIRIT WHAT THEIR HEARTS WERE CONSIDERING. JESUS THEREFORE QUESTIONED THEM, “WHY DO YOUR HEARTS THINK (OR EVEN) ENTERTAIN SUCH WICKED THOUGHTS? WHAT IS EASIER TO SAY TO THIS PARALYZED MAN: ‘YOUR SINS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN YOU,’ OR TO SAY, ‘ARISE! PICK UP YOUR BED AND WALK’? IT IS SO THAT YOU MIGHT RECOGNIZE THAT THE SON OF MAN HAS POWER OVER THE SINS OF THE WORLD, AND HAS THE AUTHORITY TO GRANT PARDON.” AND TO THE PARALYTIC HE SAID, “RISE UP, I SAY! NOW TAKE YOUR BED AND WALK BACK HOME.” JUST THEN THE MAN GOT UP BEFORE THEM ALL, TOOK HOLD OF HIS MAT--THE THING HE HAD BEEN LYING ON--AND TRAVELED HOME PRAISING GOD, AND THEY ALL SAW IT. THEY WERE ALL SPELLBOUND AND ASTONISHED, AND THEY STARTED GLORIFYING GOD, WHO HAD GIVEN SUCH POWER TO MEN, SAYING, “TODAY WE HAVE SEEN INCREDIBLE THINGS; WE HAVE NEVER SEEN THE LIKES OF THIS!” JESUS CALLS MATTHEW (AND LEVI) (MATT 9:9-10; MARK 2:13-14; LUKE 5:29-28; GHB 5, QUOTE BY DIDYMUS, COMMENTARY ON PSALM 184, REGARDING PSALM 33) CAPERNAUM NOW AS HE WAS MOVING ON, JESUS SAW A TAX-COLLECTOR NAMED MATTHEW SEATED AT THE TAX BOOTH. “FOLLOW ME!” JESUS SAID, WHEREUPON MATTHEW GOT RIGHT UP AND FOLLOWED HIM. NOW AS HE WAS WALKING ALONG THE LAKESHORE, HE SAW THE SON OF ALPHAEUS, A TAX-COLLECTOR WHOSE NAME WAS LEVI SITTING AT HIS SPOT AT THE TAX-COLLECTOR’S POST. (SCRIPTURE, YOU SEE, SEEMS TO EQUATE MATTHEW WITH LEVI, BUT THEY ARE ACTUALLY TWO DIFFERENT PEOPLE. MATTHIAS, THE ONE WHO TOOK THE PLACE OF JUDAS, IS IN FACT LEVI. HE IS THE ONE WHO HAS TWO NAMES; SOMETHING THAT THE GOSPEL OF THE HEBREWS MAKES CLEAR.) “FOLLOW ME!” JESUS SAID. AND LEVI STOOD, LEAVING EVERYTHING BEHIND, AND FOLLOWING AFTER HIM. 151 MINISTRY 2 THE PARALYTIC AT BETHESDA (JOHN 5:1-47; GTH 52; EGTN 1:1-9: QUOTE BY PSEUDO-CYPRIAN, ON THE UNBELIEF OF THE JEWS 4; CLEMENTINE HOMILIES 3.53) JERUSALEM A SHORT TIME LATER, THERE WAS A FEAST OF THE JEWS AND JESUS WENT UP TO JERUSALEM TO ATTEND. NOW IN JERUSALEM THERE IS THIS POOL OVER BY THE SHEEP GATE, WHICH IN ARAMAIC IS CALLED “BETHESDA.” IT HAS FIVE COLONNADES SURROUNDING IT, AND ALL MANNER OF THE AILING--THE BLIND, THE LAME, AND THE PARALYZED--WERE LYING IN WAIT FOR THE ROUSING OF THE WATER. (EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE, YOU SEE, AN ANGEL WOULD COME DOWN TO THE POOL AND STIR THE WATER UP. THE FIRST ONE IN AFTER THIS UPSET WOULD BE CURED OF WHATEVER MALADY HAD AFFLICTED THEM.) A MAN WHO HAD BEEN DISABLED FOR THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS WAS IN THAT PLACE. JESUS SAW HIM LYING THERE, AND KNOWING THAT HE HAD BEEN THERE A LONG TIME ASKED HIM, “WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE MADE WHOLE?” “LORD,” THE LAME MAN ANSWERED HIM, “I’VE GOT NO ONE TO HELP ME IN AT THE STIRRING THEREOF; FOR EVEN AS I AM INCHING TOWARD IT, SOMEONE ALWAYS BEATS ME THERE.” “GET UP!” SAID JESUS, “NOW PICK UP YOUR BED AND WALK.” RIGHT AWAY THE MAN WAS HEALED, AND HE PICKED UP HIS BED AND WALKED AWAY. NOW IT WAS THE SABBATH DAY, SO THE JEWS SAID TO THE RESTORED MAN, “TODAY IS THE SABBATH! THE LAW PROHIBITS YOU FROM CARRYING THAT BED.” BUT THE MAN REPLIED, “THE VERY ONE WHO HEALED ME ALSO SAID TO ME, ‘PICK UP YOUR BED AND WALK.’” “WHO IS THIS ‘MAN’ WHO TOLD YOU TO PICK UP YOUR BED AND WALK?” THEY DEMANDED. THE ONE WHO HAD BEEN HEALED HAD NO IDEA WHO IT WAS THAT HAD HEALED HIM, FOR JESUS HAD SLIPPED AWAY INTO THE CROWD. A SHORT WHILE LATER, JESUS MET HIM AT THE TEMPLE AND SAID, “BEHOLD, YOU ARE RESTORED TO YOUR FORMER STATE. SEE TO IT THAT YOU STOP SINNING, OR SOMETHING FAR WORSE MIGHT BEFALL YOU.” THE MAN LEFT THAT PLACE AND INFORMED THE JEWS THAT IT WAS JESUS WHO HAD HEALED HIM. THE JEWS, THEREFORE, WERE LOOKING TO DELIVER JESUS UP TO DEATH, FOR HE HAD DARED TO PERFORM THESE ACTS ON THE SABBATH. “MY FATHER [STEPHEN] MINISTERS UP TO NOW,” JESUS EXPLAINED, “AND NOW I MINISTER JUST LIKE 152 HIM.” THEN THE JEWS WERE EVEN MORE DETERMINED TO PUT HIM TO DEATH, FOR NOT ONLY WAS HE VIOLATING THE SABBATH, BUT WAS ALSO CALLING GOD HIS FATHER [STEPHEN], MAKING HIMSELF OUT TO BE EQUAL TO GOD. “I SAY TO YOU IN ALL TRUTH,” JESUS THEREFORE ANSWERED THEM, “THE SON IS UNABLE TO ACT ON HIS OWN. HE IS ONLY ABLE TO DO AS HE SEES HIS OWN FATHER DOING, FOR THE SON SEES WHAT THE FATHER DOES AND DOES THINGS JUST LIKE HIM. FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN] LOVES THE SON [JESUS OR ENOCH], AND FILLS HIM IN ON ALL HE DOES. AND HE WILL, MOREOVER, MAKE KNOWN THINGS THAT ARE EVEN MORE ASTOUNDING THAN THIS, THAT ALL OF YOU MIGHT BE AMAZED. FOR IN THE SAME WAY THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] RAISES THE DEAD AND GIVES THEM LIFE, SO ALSO DOES THE SON GIVE LIFE TO WHOMEVER HE WILL. MOREOVER, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] JUDGES NO ONE, BUT HAS RELEGATED THE JUDGMENT OF ALL THINGS TO THE SON. THIS IS SO THAT EVERYONE MIGHT RESPECT THE SON EVERY BIT AS MUCH AS THEY RESPECT THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. WHOEVER DISHONORS THE SON ALSO BRINGS DISHONOR UPON THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT HIM. I SAY TO YOU MOST ASSUREDLY, ANYONE WHO HEARS MY WORD AND BELIEVES IN HIM WHO SENT ME HERE, HAS TRANSCENDENT LIFE AND WILL NOT BE JUDGED, BUT HAS PASSED RIGHT THROUGH DEATH AND INTO LIFE. ASSUREDLY I SAY TO YOU, THE TIME IS APPROACHING, AND TRULY IS UPON US, WHEN THE DEAD WILL HEAR THE VOICE OF THE SON OF GOD, AND IN HEARING THEY WILL COME ALIVE. BECAUSE IN THE SAME WAY THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS LIFE WITHIN HIMSELF, SO ALSO HAS HE DECREED THAT THE SON SHOULD HAVE LIFE WITHIN HIMSELF. AND HE HAS GIVEN HIM COMPLETE AUTHORITY, FOR HE IS THE SON OF MAN. “DO NOT BE SURPRISED AT THIS, BECAUSE A TIME IS COMING WHEN ALL WHO ARE IN THE GRAVE WILL HEAR HIS VOICE AND RESURRECT; THOSE WHO HAVE ACTED RIGHTEOUSLY WILL ARISE TO BE ENLIVENED, AND THOSE WHO HAVE ACTED WICKEDLY WILL ARISE ONLY TO BE SENTENCED. I CANNOT DO WHATEVER I PLEASE. I JUDGE ACCORDING TO THE WAY I HEAR, AND AS SUCH MY JUDGMENT IS FAIR, SEEING THAT I DO NOT ACT BY MY OWN WHIMS, BUT ONLY AS THE ONE WHO SENT ME WISHES ME TO. AND IF I SHOULD SPEAK OF MYSELF ALONE, THEN MY TESTIMONY WILL NOT STAND. THERE IS ANOTHER WHO WILL TESTIFY ON MY BEHALF, AND I AM QUITE SURE THAT HIS TESTIMONY REGARDING ME IS TRUE. YOU SENT ENVOYS OUT TO JOHN, AND HE HAS TESTIFIED TO THE TRUTH. NOT THAT I ACCEPT THE TESTIMONY OF MEN; BUT THIS I SAY FOR YOUR SALVATION. JOHN WAS A LAMP THAT WAS BURNING BRIGHT, AND FOR A TIME 153 YOU WERE EAGER TO BASK IN HIS LIGHT. BUT I AM BACKED UP BY A TESTIMONY THAT IS GREATER THAN JOHN’S. WHAT I AM WORKING ON NOW, YOU SEE, IS THE VERY TASK THAT WAS GIVEN TO ME BY THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND IT DOES OF ITSELF CONFIRM THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS SENT ME. MOREOVER, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT ME HAS ALREADY BORNE ME OUT. NEVER HAVE YOU HEARD HIS VOICE, NOR EVER HAVE YOU SEEN HIS FORM, AND NEITHER IS HIS WORD ALIVE IN YOU. THAT MUCH IS CERTAIN, SEEING THAT YOU DO NOT TRUST IN THE ONE WHOM HE HAS SENT.” <JESUS SAID> TO THE SCRIBES, “<GOD WILL JUDGE> ALL WHO BEHAVE UNFAIRLY, <SO LOOK TO YOURSELVES> AND NOT ME. <YOU IMAGINE THAT YOU JUDGE THE SAME WAY THAT> HE DOES, HOW DOES HE?” AND TURNING TO THE LEADERS OF THE PEOPLE, HE SAID: “PORE OVER THE WRITINGS THEN. YOU STUDY THE SCRIPTURES METICULOUSLY, SUPPOSING THAT THROUGH THEM, YOU WILL HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. YET YOU REJECT ME OUT OF HAND, IN SPITE OF THE FACT THAT THESE VERY SCRIPTURES POINT TO ME, THAT YOU MIGHT DRAW NEAR TO ME AND THEREBY RECEIVE ENDLESS LIFE. “I DO NOT ACCEPT THE PRAISES OF MEN. INDEED I KNOW HOW IT IS WITH YOU. YOU DO NOT HAVE GOD’S LOVE IN YOUR HEARTS. FOR EVEN THOUGH I COME BEARING THE VERY STAMP OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN], YOU DO NOT BELIEVE IN ME. IF, HOWEVER, SOMEONE ELSE SHOULD COME ALONG ACTING IN LINE WITH HIS OWN WILL, YOU WILL ALL BE SURE TO EMBRACE HIM. IF YOU ACCEPT COMMENDATION FROM EACH OTHER, WHILE NOT ATTEMPTING IN THE LEAST TO RECEIVE THE GLORIFICATION THAT COMES FROM GOD ALONE, HOW EVER WILL YOU COME TO BELIEVE? “NOW DO NOT IMAGINE THAT I WILL BE THE ONE TO ARRAIGN YOU BEFORE MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. MOSES, UPON WHOM YOU’VE PINNED YOUR EVERY HOPE, STANDS AS YOUR ACCUSER.” “WE KNOW THAT GOD SPOKE TO MOSES,” THEY SAID. “BUT AS FOR YOU, WE HAVE NO IDEA <WHERE YOU CAME FROM.>” “YOU ARE NOW CHARGED WITH NOT ACCEPTING THOSE <WHOM MOSES ENDORSED,”> ANSWERED JESUS. “HAD YOU BELIEVED MOSES, YOU WOULD HAVE BELIEVED ME, FOR I AM THE ONE ABOUT WHOM HE WROTE TO YOUR FOREFATHERS, SAYING, ‘THE LORD OUR GOD WILL RAISE UP A PROPHET FOR YOU FROM AMONG YOUR BROTHERS, WHO WILL BE TO YOU EVEN AS I AM. HEAR HIM, THEREFORE, IN ALL THINGS. AND WHOSOEVER WILL NOT HEAR THAT PROPHET WILL DIE.’ HOW WILL YOU EVER BELIEVE WHAT I SAY IF YOU DO NOT ACCEPT THE THINGS THAT HE WROTE?” 154 HIS FOLLOWERS SAID TO HIM, “TWENTY-FOUR PROPHETS HAVE SPOKEN IN ISRAEL, AND ALL OF THEM WERE POINTING TO YOU!” THEN JESUS SAID, “YOU ARE SPEAKING OF THE DEAD, AND OVERLOOKING THE LIVING ONE WHO IS IN YOUR MIDST. I, THE ONE WHO SPEAKS IN THE PROPHETS, AM HERE WITH YOU, SPEAKING TO YOU.” <SOME PEOPLE IN THE CROWD STARTED TO GATHER> STONES TOGETHER <IN ORDER TO PUMMEL> HIM. <THE LEADERS THEN> TOOK HOLD OF HIM AND TRIED TO ARREST HIM AND DELIVER HIM OVER TO THE PEOPLE, BUT BECAUSE THE TIME FOR HIM TO BE HANDED UP HAD NOT YET COME, THEY FAILED TO APPREHEND HIM. THE LORD THEREFORE OF HIS OWN ELUDED THEIR GRASP AND GOT AWAY FROM THEM. THE LORD OF THE SABBATH (MATT 12:1-9A; MARK 2:23-28; LUKE 6:1-5; LUKE 6:5 IN CODEX BEZAE CANTABRIGIENSIS) GALILEE ONE SABBATH DAY AT ABOUT THAT TIME JESUS WAS CUTTING THROUGH SOME WHEAT FIELDS. AS THEY WALKED ALONG HIS HUNGRY DISCIPLES STARTED PICKING SOME OF THE HEADS, RUBBING THEM BETWEEN THEIR HANDS AND EATING THE GRAINS. WHEN SOME OF THE PHARISEES SAW WHAT THEY WERE DOING, THEY PRODDED JESUS, “LOOK, YOUR FOLLOWERS ARE BREAKING THE SABBATH! WHY ARE YOU (AND) YOUR DISCIPLES DOING WHAT’S UNLAWFUL ON THE SABBATH DAY?” “HAVE YOU NEVER READ WHAT DAVID DID WHEN HE AND HIS COMPANIONS WERE HUNGRY AND LACKING?” JESUS EXPLAINED. “HE ENTERED INTO THE HOUSE OF GOD DURING THE DAYS OF ABIATHAR THE HIGH PRIEST, AND THEY ATE OF THE CONSECRATED BREAD. HE ALSO SHARED SOME WITH HIS COMPANIONS. HE AND HIS FRIENDS ATE OF THAT SACRED BREAD, WHICH WAS PROHIBITED TO THEM, BUT AUTHORIZED FOR THE PRIESTS ALONE. “HAVE YOU NOT ALSO READ IN THE LAW THAT ON THE SABBATH THE PRIESTS WHO SERVE IN THE TEMPLE PROFANE THAT DAY AND REMAIN UNDEFILED? I SAY TO YOU THAT SOMEONE GREATER THAN THE TEMPLE IS HERE. IF ONLY YOU HAD KNOWN WHAT WAS MEANT BY THE WORDS, ‘I LONG FOR MERCY AND NOT SACRIFICE,’ YOU WOULD NOT HAVE PASSED SENTENCE AGAINST THOSE WHO HAVE COMMITTED NO CRIME.” “THE SABBATH WAS DESIGNED FOR THE SAKE OF MANKIND,” JESUS EXPLAINED, “AND NOT MANKIND FOR THE SAKE OF THE SABBATH. SO THE SON OF MAN IS INDEED LORD EVEN OVER THE SABBATH,” 155 AND AT THAT HE WENT AWAY. THAT SAME DAY HE SAW SOMEONE DOING WORK ON THE SABBATH, AND SAID TO HIM, “SIR, IF YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU ARE DOING, THEN YOU ARE TO BE COMMENDED, BUT IF NOT, THEN CURSE YOU--YOU ARE NOTHING BUT A LAWBREAKER!” THE MAN WITH THE SHRIVELED HAND (MATT 12:9B-14; MARK 3:1-6; LUKE 6:6-11; GNAZ 4, QUOTE BY JEROME, ON MATTHEW 2, REGARDING MATTHEW 12:13) GALILEE AT ANOTHER TIME, ON ANOTHER SABBATH, HE ENTERED INTO THEIR SYNAGOGUE AND STARTED TO TEACH. NOW A MAN WAS THERE WHOSE RIGHT HAND HAD WITHERED. (SOME PHARISEES AND SCRIBES AMONG THEM WERE LOOKING FOR GROUNDS UPON WHICH TO BRING CHARGES AGAINST JESUS, SO THEY WATCHED HIM CAREFULLY TO SEE IF HE WOULD HEAL THE MAN ON THE SABBATH DAY.) THIS STONEMASON CRIED OUT FOR RELIEF, “I WAS ONCE A WORKER OF STONE, AND EARNED MY WAY WITH THESE TWO HANDS. JESUS, I IMPLORE YOU; PLEASE HEAL ME, THAT I MIGHT NOT BE REDUCED TO BEGGING FOR MY FOOD IN SHAME.” BUT JESUS WAS AWARE OF THEIR THOUGHTS AND SAID TO THE MAN WITH THE WITHERED HAND, “GET UP! STAND RIGHT HERE BEFORE THE CROWD.” HE THEREFORE ROSE AND STOOD NEARBY. “IS IT LAWFUL TO HEAL ON THE SABBATH DAY?” THEY ASKED HIM. “I WILL PUT THE QUESTION TO YOU LIKE THIS,” JESUS COUNTERED: “WHICH ACT DONE ON THE SABBATH DAY IS IN LINE WITH THE LAW: TO PERFORM AN ACT OF KINDNESS, OR TO COMMIT AN ACT OF WICKEDNESS; TO SAVE SOMEONE’S LIFE OR DESTROY IT?” BUT THEY DID NOT ANSWER HIM. “SHOULD ANY OF YOU HAVE BUT A SINGLE SHEEP,” JESUS ASKED, “AND IT SHOULD SLIP INTO A DITCH ON THE SABBATH, WOULD YOU NOT TAKE HOLD AND PULL IT OUT? HOW MUCH MORE PRECIOUS IS A HUMAN BEING THAN A SHEEP! FOR THIS REASON IT IS LAWFUL TO PERFORM AN ACT OF MERCY ON THE SABBATH DAY.” HE LOOKED OUT INDIGNANTLY OVER THEM ALL, THOROUGHLY PAINED AT THEIR UNYIELDING HEARTS. “REACH OUT YOUR HAND,” HE SAID TO THE MAN. THE MAN THEN DID AS HE WAS TOLD, AND HIS HAND WAS COMPLETELY RESTORED, AND WAS EVERY BIT AS GOOD AS THE OTHER. BUT THE PEOPLE SEETHED WITH RAGE AND BEGAN DISCUSSING AMONG THEMSELVES JUST WHAT THEY OUGHT TO DO TO HIM. THE PHARISEES AND THE HERODIANS THEN WENT OUT AND STARTED DEVISING A SCHEME TO MURDER JESUS. 156 JESUS HEALS THE SICK (MATT 12:15-21; MARK 3:7-12) BESIDE THE SEA OF GALILEE SENSING THIS, JESUS LEFT THAT PLACE WITH HIS FOLLOWERS AND WENT OUT TO THE LAKE, AND A GREAT CROWD FROM GALILEE FOLLOWED AFTER HIM. WHEN THEY HEARD ABOUT ALL THAT HE WAS DOING, THRONGS OF PEOPLE CAME OUT TO HIM--FROM JUDEA, JERUSALEM, IDUMEA, THE REGIONS BEYOND THE JORDAN, AND ALL AROUND TYRE AND SIDON. AND HE HEALED THOSE WHO WERE SICK AMONG THEM, CHARGING THEM NOT TO REVEAL WHO HE WAS. HE ASKED HIS DISCIPLES TO READY A LITTLE BOAT FOR HIM ON ACCOUNT OF THE CROWDS, TO KEEP THE PEOPLE FROM CRUSHING HIM. HE HAD HEALED SO MANY, YOU SEE, THAT THE DISEASED WERE SHOVING THEIR WAY THROUGH TO BUT TOUCH HIM. EVERY TIME THE WICKED SPIRITS CAUGHT SIGHT OF HIM, THEY WOULD FALL DOWN BEFORE HIM AND SHOUT, “YOU ARE GOD’S SON!” BUT HE STRICTLY ORDERED THEM NOT TO TELL ANYONE WHO HE WAS. ALL OF THIS CAME TO PASS IN ORDER TO FULFILL WHAT HAD BEEN SPOKEN THROUGH ISAIAH THE PROPHET, “THIS IS MY HAND-PICKED SERVANT, MY BELOVED, THE ONE IN WHOM I TAKE DELIGHT. MY SPIRIT WILL I REST ON HIM, AND HE WILL REVEAL JUSTICE TO THE NATIONS. HE WILL NOT ARGUE OR CRY ALOUD; NOR WILL HIS VOICE BE HEARD IN THE STREETS. HE WILL NOT SO MUCH AS SNAP A DAMAGED REED, OR PUT OUT EVEN A SMOLDERING WICK, UNTIL HE GUIDES JUSTICE TO ITS CONQUEST. ALL THE NATIONS WILL TRUST IN HIS NAME.” JESUS COMMISSIONS TWELVE APOSTLES (MARK 3:13-19; LUKE 6:12-16; GEB 2:1, QUOTE BY EPIPHANIUS, HERESIES 30.13) GALILEE, NEAR CAPERNAUM IN THOSE DAYS, JESUS WENT INTO THE HILLS TO PRAY, AND TO PETITION GOD THE WHOLE NIGHT THROUGH. AND EVEN AS THE MORNING DAWNED, HE CALLED HIS HAND-PICKED DISCIPLES TO HIMSELF AND SELECTED TWELVE FROM AMONG THEM AND APPOINTED THEM, DESIGNATING THEM AS HIS APOSTLES, THAT THEY MIGHT TRAVEL WITH HIM, POSSESS THE POWER TO CAST OUT DEMONS, AND BE 157 SENT OUT TO SPEAK, “THIS MAN NAMED JESUS, WHO IS ABOUT THIRTY YEARS OLD, HAS SENT US.” THE TWELVE HE APPOINTED WERE SIMON, THE ONE HE NAMED PETER, AND ANDREW, HIS BROTHER; JAMES, THE SON OF ZEBEDEE, AND HIS BROTHER JOHN--UPON WHOM HE BESTOWED THE NAME BOANERGES, WHICH MEANS THE SONS OF THUNDER--ALSO PHILIP, BARTHOLOMEW, THOMAS, JAMES, SON OF ALPHAEUS, SIMON, ALSO KNOWN AS THE ZEALOT, JAMES’ SON JUDAS (ALSO CALLED) THADDEUS, AND JUDAS ISCARIOT, WHO BECAME A TURNCOAT (AND) BETRAYED HIM. TEACHING FROM THE MOUNTAINSIDE (MATT 5:1-8:1; LUKE 6:17-7:1A; ACTS 20.35B; GPH 49; GNAZ 3A, QUOTE BY JEROME, COMMENTARY ON MATTHEW 1, REGARDING MATTHEW 6:11; GNAZ 3B, QUOTE BY JEROME, TRACTATE ON PSALM 135; QUOTE FROM ORIGEN, ON PRAYER, 2:2; CURSIVE MS 1424 (QUOTE FOLLOWING MATT 7:5); 2CLEMENT 4:5; TRADITIONS OF MATTHIAS, QUOTE BY CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, STROMATEIS 2.9.45; GTH 19, 24, 32, 36, 45, 47:1, 2:49, 58, 68, 69, 92, 93, 94/36 POXY 655; QUOTE BY CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, HOMILIES 3.52; GHB 6, QUOTE BY CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, MISCELLANIES 2.9.45; QUOTE BY CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, MISCELLANIES 5.14.96) ON A MOUNTAINSIDE NEAR CAPERNAUM HE WENT DOWN WITH THEM AND ARRIVED AT A LEVEL PLACE AND STOOD, AND MANY OF HIS STUDENTS WERE THERE. A SIZABLE MULTITUDE FROM ALL PARTS OF JUDEA, JERUSALEM, AND THE COASTAL CITIES OF TYRE AND SIDON WAS THERE AS WELL. ALL HAD COME TO HEAR HIM SPEAK AND TO BE HEALED OF THEIR DISEASES. THOSE WHO WERE AFFLICTED BY EVIL SPIRITS WERE DELIVERED FROM THEM, AND THEY WERE TRYING TO TOUCH HIM, FOR POWER WAS FLOWING FROM HIM AND HEALING EACH AND EVERY ONE OF THEM. AND SEEING SUCH ENORMOUS MASSES, HE WENT UP THE MOUNTAINSIDE, SEATED HIMSELF, AND HIS DISCIPLES GATHERED AROUND HIM. HE LOOKED OUT OVER HIS FOLLOWERS AND BEGAN TO SPEAK TO THEM, TEACHING THEM: “BLESSED ARE THE NEEDY (AND) THE POOR IN SPIRIT; FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS COMPRISED OF THEM. BLESSED ARE YOU WHO ARE CRYING NOW 158 FOR YOU ARE ALL ABOUT TO LAUGH. BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO LAMENT, FOR THEIR CONSOLATION IS DRAWING NEAR. BLESSED ARE YOU WHO ARE HUNGRY NOW, FOR YOU ARE TO BE SATISFIED. BLESSED ARE THE HUMBLE, FOR THEY WILL INHERIT THE EARTH. BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HUNGER AND THIRST AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR THEY WILL BE FILLED. BLESSED ARE THE COMPASSIONATE, FOR THEY WILL BE SHOWN COMPASSION. BLESSED ARE THE PURE OF HEART, FOR THEY WILL SEE GOD. BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO AID IN RECONCILIATION, FOR THEY ARE TO BEAR THE NAME; ‘CHILDREN OF GOD.’ BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE HUNTED DOWN ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR VIRTUE, FOR THEY COMPRISE THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. BLESSED ARE THEY WHOSE HEARTS HAVE SUFFERED GREATLY, FOR THESE HAVE COME TO KNOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. BLESSED ARE THEY WHO GO WITHOUT FOOD, THAT THE BELLIES OF OTHERS MIGHT BE FILLED. BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO HAS TOILED AND FOUND LIFE. BLESSED ARE THE CHOSEN ONES WHO WORK ALONE, FOR YOU WILL DISCOVER THE KINGDOM. SINCE IT’S FROM THAT PLACE THAT YOU CAME FORTH, AND TO THAT PLACE YOU WILL BE RESTORED! BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO CAME INTO BEING PRIOR TO THIS EXISTENCE. FOR THOUGH THEY CAME DOWN TO THIS REALM, THEY WILL AGAIN EXIST ETERNALLY! FOR IF YOU BECOME A STUDENT OF MINE AND EXAMINE MY SAYINGS CLOSELY, THE VERY STONES WILL BECOME YOUR SERVANTS, FOR THERE ARE FIVE TREES IN PARADISE THAT REMAIN FOR YOU ALONE; THEY DO NOT CHANGE FROM SUMMER TO WINTER, AND THEIR LEAVES ARE NEVER SHED. 159 ANYONE WHO KNOWS OF THESE WILL NOT EVER TASTE OF DEATH. TRULY YOU ARE BLESSED WHEN THEY DETEST YOU, EXCLUDE YOU, INSULT YOU, HUNT YOU DOWN AND DEFAME YOU; MAKING YOURS AN EVIL NAME; CASTING IT ASIDE AND HURLING EVERY MALICIOUS AND LYING WORD AGAINST YOU--AND ALL OF IT ON MY ACCOUNT--FOR THE SAKE OF THE SON OF MAN! FOR WHATEVER FORM YOUR PERSECUTION TAKES, NO BASIS WILL BE FOUND FOR IT; AND WHEREVER PERSECUTION HAS BEFALLEN YOU, NO STANDING IS TO BE AFFORDED. CELEBRATE AND JUMP FOR JOY, FOR BEYOND MEASURE IS THE REWARD THAT AWAITS YOU IN THE HEAVENS! THIS, YOU SEE, WAS THE WAY THEIR FOREFATHERS TREATED THOSE WHO WERE PROPHETS BEFORE YOU. BUT WOE TO THE RICH, FOR YOUR COMFORTABLE DAYS ARE BEHIND YOU NOW! WOE TO YOU WHO ARE WELL-FED NOW, FOR YOU ARE ALL ABOUT TO STARVE! WOE TO YOU WHO ARE LAUGHING NOW, FOR YOU ARE ABOUT TO HOWL AND LAMENT! WOE TO YOU WHO ARE ACCLAIMED BY MEN, FOR THAT IS EXACTLY HOW THEIR FOREFATHERS SPOKE OF THE FALSE PROPHETS. YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH, BUT IF THE SALT SHOULD LOSE ITS TASTE, WHAT IS THERE TO SEASON IT? IT IS THEN NO LONGER FIT FOR ANYTHING BUT TO BE THROWN INTO THE DIRT AND TRAMPLED BY MEN. YOU ARE ILLUMINATION TO THIS WORLD; A WELL DEFENDED CITY, SITTING HIGH UPON A MOUNTAIN CANNOT BE HID, NOR INDEED CAN IT BE SACKED. ALSO, NO ONE LIGHTS A LAMP AND SETS IT UNDER A GRAIN BUCKET. INSTEAD THEY PLACE IT HIGH ON A STAND, AND IT ENLIGHTENS ALL WHO ARE IN THAT HOUSE. LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE ON ALL OF MANKIND, THAT THEY MIGHT APPRECIATE THE GOODNESS IN THE WORK THAT YOU ARE DOING AND LIKEWISE BRING HONOR TO YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE HEAVENS. “NOW DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT MY COMING NULLIFIES THE LAW OR THE PROPHETS. MY COMING DOES NOT ANNUL THEM, BUT RATHER COMPLETES THEM. I AM TELLING YOU THE SIMPLE TRUTH WHEN I SAY THAT NOT SO MUCH AS A SINGLE JOT, OR THE TINIEST MARK WILL BE OVERLOOKED IN THE LAW, BUT EVERY DETAIL IS TO BE WORKED OUT UNTIL HEAVEN AND EARTH PASS OUT OF EXISTENCE! SO WHOEVER VOIDS THE LEAST OF THESE COMMANDS, AND TEACHES OTHERS TO DO THE SAME WILL BE DESPISED IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; BUT WHOEVER PUTS THESE TEACHINGS TO WORK WILL BE EXALTED IN THE KINGDOM OF 160 HEAVEN. BELIEVE ME WHEN I TELL YOU THAT YOU WILL NEVER GET INTO THE KINGDOM OF THE SKIES UNLESS YOUR VIRTUE OUTSHINES THAT OF THE PHARISEES AND SCRIBES. “YOU HAVE HEARD THAT IT WAS SAID, ‘DO NOT KILL, AND EVERY MURDERER WILL BE JUDGED FOR IT.’ BUT I AM TELLING YOU NOW THAT ANYONE WHO HARBORS ANGER AGAINST HIS BROTHER WITHOUT JUST CAUSE WILL BE JUDGED FOR IT. MOREOVER, ANYONE WHO SAYS TO HIS BROTHER, ‘YOU CONTEMPTIBLE PERSON!’ WILL HAVE TO ANSWER TO THE SANHEDRIN. BUT ANYONE WHO CALLS YOU A ‘FOOL’ IS RIGHT ON THE BRINK OF THE FIRES OF GEHENNA! “FOR THIS REASON, EVEN IF YOU ARE AT THE ALTAR PRESENTING YOUR OFFERING, AND IN THE PROCESS RECALL THAT YOUR BROTHER HAS A GRIEVANCE AGAINST YOU, PUT IT DOWN BEFORE THE ALTAR AND GO WORK THINGS OUT FIRST WITH YOUR BROTHER. ONLY THEN SHOULD YOU RETURN AND PRESENT YOUR GIFT. “YOU SHOULD TRY AND SETTLE THINGS EVEN AS YOUR ENEMY IS DRAGGING YOU TO COURT. OTHERWISE HE MIGHT PLACE YOU INTO THE HANDS OF THE JUDGE, AND THE JUDGE, INTO THE CUSTODY OF THE BAILIFF, WHO MAY, IN TURN, THROW YOU INTO PRISON! I SAY TO YOU MOST ASSUREDLY, YOU WILL NOT BE LET OUT UNTIL YOU HAVE PAID BACK THE LAST CENT. “YOU HAVE HEARD THAT PEOPLE HAVE SAID, ‘DO NOT CHEAT ON YOUR SPOUSE.’ I, HOWEVER, AM TELLING YOU NOW THAT ANYONE WHO LOOKS A WOMAN OVER AND WISHES TO HAVE HIS WAY WITH HER IS AN ADULTERER ALREADY. IF YOUR RIGHT EYE IS A CONDUIT OF EVIL, THEN POKE IT OUT AND THROW IT AWAY. IF YOUR RIGHT HAND IS AN INSTRUMENT FOR WRONGDOING, THEN CUT IT OFF AND CAST IT ASIDE. BETTER TO LOSE A BODY PART THAN TO WALK FULLY INTACT RIGHT INTO GEHENNA! “PEOPLE HAVE SAID, ‘ANYONE WHO PUTS AWAY HIS WIFE HAS BUT TO ISSUE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE.’ I, HOWEVER, AM TELLING YOU NOW THAT ANYONE WHO DIVORCES HIS WIFE FOR ANYTHING BUT UNFAITHFULNESS FORCES HER INTO ADULTERY, SINCE ANYONE WHO MARRIES THIS WOMAN BECOMES GUILTY OF ADULTERY. “MOREOVER, IN AGES PAST YOU HAVE HEARD THAT IT WAS SAID, ‘DO NOT GO BACK ON YOUR OATHS, BUT FOLLOW THROUGH ON YOUR VOWS TO THE LORD.’ BUT I AM TELLING YOU TO NEVER SWEAR. DO NOT SWEAR BY HEAVEN, SINCE IT IS THE THRONE OF GOD; NOR BY THIS WORLD, SINCE THAT IS HIS FOOTREST; NOR BY JERUSALEM, SINCE THAT PLACE BELONGS TO THE GREAT KING. DO NOT EVEN 161 SWEAR BY YOUR HEAD, SINCE YOU CAN NEITHER WHITEN NOR DARKEN SO MUCH AS A SINGLE STRAND. SIMPLY LET YOUR ‘YES’ MEAN ‘YES,’ AND YOUR ‘NO’ MEAN ‘NO.’ ANYTHING MORE IS OF THE EVIL ONE. “YOU HAVE HEARD IT SAID, ‘AN EYE IN EXCHANGE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH.’ I AM TELLING YOU OTHERWISE. DO NOT OPPOSE AN EVIL MAN. IF ANYONE SHOULD STRIKE YOUR CHEEK, TURN THE OTHER ONE HIS WAY AS WELL. ALSO, IF SOMEONE WISHES TO SUE YOU FOR THE CLOTHES ON YOUR BACK, LET HIM HAVE YOUR UNDERCLOTHES. IF ANYONE OBLIGES YOU TO GO A MILE, THEN GO WITH HIM TWO. SHOULD ANYONE ASK YOU FOR SOMETHING, THEN GIVE IT TO THEM, AND DO NOT IGNORE THE ONE WHO ASKS YOU FOR A LOAN. “YOU HAVE HEARD THAT IT WAS SAID, ‘SHOW LOVE FOR A FRIEND, BUT HATRED FOR AN ENEMY.’ BUT I AM SAYING TO THOSE OF YOU WHO HEAR MY WORDS, SHOW LOVE TO YOUR ENEMIES, BLESSING THOSE WHO CURSE YOU, DOING GOOD TO THOSE WHO HATE YOU, AND EXTENDING YOUR PRAYERS TOWARD THOSE WHO WRONG YOU. IF SOMEONE SHOULD HIT YOU ON THE CHEEK, TURN THE OTHER ONE TO HIM AS WELL. IF ANYONE SHOULD TAKE YOUR CLOTHES, DO NOT KEEP HIM FROM STEALING YOUR UNDERCLOTHES. GIVE TO EVERYONE WHO ASKS OF YOU, AND IF ANYONE SHOULD TAKE WHAT’S YOURS, DO NOT INSIST ON ITS RETURN. THIS IS SO THAT YOU MAY BE SONS TO YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN]. HE ORDERS HIS SUN TO RISE OVER THE WICKED AND THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HE SENDS RAIN UPON BOTH THE VIRTUOUS AND THE SINFUL. HOW IS IT TO YOUR CREDIT, (AND) WHAT REWARD CAN YOU HOPE TO RECEIVE FOR LOVING THOSE WHO LOVE YOU BACK? DO NOT EVEN THE TAX-COLLECTORS DO THAT? EVEN ‘SINNERS’ SHOW LOVE TOWARD THOSE WHO LOVE THEM. AND IF YOU ONLY ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR FRIENDS, WHAT ARE YOU DOING THAT THESE OTHERS ARE NOT? DO NOT EVEN THE PAGANS DO THIS? AND IF YOU ARE ONLY KIND TO THOSE WHO SHOW YOU BENEVOLENCE, TELL ME HOW THAT MAKES YOU SPECIAL? EVEN ‘SINNERS’ DO AS MUCH AS THAT. WHAT CREDIT CAN YOU HOPE TO RECEIVE BY LENDING TO THOSE FROM WHOM YOU FULLY EXPECT TO RECEIVE PAYMENT IN KIND? EVEN ‘SINNERS’ GRANT LOANS TO ‘SINNERS’ IN FULL EXPECTATION OF REPAYMENT. RATHER, SHOW YOUR ENEMIES WHAT LOVE IS, AND PERFORM ACTS OF KINDNESS EVEN TO THEM. IT IS MORE BLESSED TO GIVE THAN TO RECEIVE. SHOULD YOU HAVE ANY MONEY, DO NOT LEND IT AT INTEREST. PRESENT IT INSTEAD TO THOSE FROM WHOM YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE IT BACK. GRANT LOANS TO THEM WITHOUT ANY TERMS OF RECOMPENSE, THAT WAY YOUR RETURN WILL INDEED BE GREAT, 162 AND YOU WILL TRULY BE THE SONS OF THE MOST HIGH, SINCE HE SHOWS KINDNESS TOWARD THE REPROBATE AND THE UNAPPRECIATIVE ALIKE. EMBODY MERCY (AND) PERFECTION EVEN AS YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN EMBODIES [THEM]. “TAKE PAINS TO AVOID DOING KIND WORKS IN PUBLIC, FOR EVERYONE TO SEE. IF YOU SHOULD, YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN WILL NOT REWARD YOU. SO WHEN YOU ARE HELPING OUT THE IMPOVERISHED DO NOT PROCLAIM IT WITH TRUMPET BLASTS, RECEIVING PRAISES FROM MEN AS DO THE HYPOCRITES IN THE SYNAGOGUES AND IN THE STREETS. YOU CAN BE SURE THAT THEY HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED THEIR WAGES. YOU, HOWEVER, WHEN GIVING TO THE POOR, DO NOT EVEN INFORM YOUR LEFT HAND OF THE DOINGS OF YOUR RIGHT, THAT YOUR GIVING MIGHT REMAIN UNSEEN. YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO EXAMINES ALL THAT IS HIDDEN, WILL PAY YOU BACK. “AND DO NOT PRAY ON LIKE THE HYPOCRITES DO, FOR THEY ALL LIKE TO BE SEEN BY MEN; THEY STAND IN PRAYER BEFORE SYNAGOGUES AND AT STREET CORNERS. I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, THEY ALREADY HAVE THE PAYMENT THEY CRAVE. WHEN YOU PRAY, ENTER INTO YOUR ROOM, SHUT THE DOOR BEHIND YOU, AND PRAY TO YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO IS HIDDEN. THEN YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL PAY YOU BACK, FOR HE SEES WHAT IS DONE IN SECRET. AND DO NOT PRAY ON LIKE THE PAGANS DO, FOR THEY THINK THAT THEY WILL BE HEARD FOR ALL THEIR BLATHER. YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] KNOWS ALL ABOUT YOUR NEEDS WAY BEFORE YOU EVEN ASK, SO DO NOT SEEK TO BE LIKE THEM. HERE IS A PATTERN FOR YOUR PRAYERS: “DEAREST FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN, BLESSED BE YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]! MAY YOUR KINGDOM COME, AND YOUR WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD (AND THAT WHICH IS) FOR THE NEXT, AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS. AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATIONS, BUT GUARD US AGAINST (THE) EVIL (OF) THE WICKED ONE. 163 FOR THE KINGDOM, THE DOMINION AND THE PRAISES ARE YOURS FOR NEVER-ENDING AGES. AMEN. YOU SEE, IF YOU FORGIVE WHAT MEN DO TO YOU, THEN YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] IN THE HEAVENS WILL FORGIVE YOU, TOO. BUT IF YOU DON’T FORGIVE THE SINS OF MEN, THEN YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] WON’T FORGIVE YOUR SINS. “WHENEVER YOU FAST, DO NOT GO AROUND LOOKING DISMAL LIKE THE HYPOCRITES DO, BECAUSE THEY MAKE ALL KINDS OF FACES SO THAT MEN WILL BE SURE TO SEE THAT THEY ARE FASTING. I TELL YOU MOST ASSUREDLY, THEY HAVE THE REWARD THAT THEY ARE AFTER. BUT WHEN YOU FAST, RUB ANOINTING OIL OVER YOUR HEAD, AND SCRUB YOUR FACE, SO THAT PEOPLE MIGHT NOT MARK YOUR OBSERVANCE. BUT YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO CANNOT BE SEEN, WILL INDEED TAKE NOTE; AND YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO SEES WHAT IS DONE IN SECRET, WILL REWARD YOU. “DO NOT HOARD UP WEALTH ON EARTH, WHERE MOTH AND RUST DECAY, AND BURGLARS BREAK IN AND STEAL. RATHER, STOCKPILE RICHES IN THE SKY, WHERE MOTH AND RUST DO NOT BREAK DOWN, AND THIEVES DO NOT PURLOIN. FOR WHATEVER THE LEANING OF YOUR HEART, THE THINGS YOU VALUE WILL BE CLOSE AT HAND.” “REVEAL TO US YOUR PLACE OF LIFE,” HIS DISCIPLES IMPLORED HIM, “SINCE WE ALL MUST SEEK FOR IT!” HE RESPONDED, “THOSE OF YOU WITH TWO GOOD EARS, LISTEN HERE! THERE IS WITHIN A LUMINOUS BEING A LIGHT THAT SHINES THROUGHOUT ALL THINGS. IF IT SHOULD REMAIN UNLIT, THEN EVERYTHING WILL BE OBSCURED. THE ‘EYE’ IS THE ‘LAMP OF THE BODY;’ IF YOUR EYE IS UNDIVIDED, THEN YOUR BODY WILL BEAM WITH LIGHT. BUT IF YOUR EYES SHOULD BE DIVIDED, THEN YOUR ENTIRE BODY WILL BE ECLIPSED BY DARKNESS. IF THE LIGHT WITHIN SHOULD REMAIN OBSCURED, THEN THAT DARKNESS IS INDEED PROFOUND! “A PERSON CANNOT RIDE TWO HORSES, NOR YET CAN HE DRAW TWO BOWS; NEITHER CAN HE SERVE TWO MASTERS. HE WILL EITHER HATE THE ONE AND LOVE THE OTHER, OR ELSE BE LOYAL TO THE ONE WHILE DISDAINING THE OTHER. YOU CANNOT SERVE BOTH GOD AND MAMMON. “AND FOR THIS REASON, DO I SAY, DO NOT FRET ABOUT YOUR LIFE, WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO EAT OR DRINK; NOR OVER YOUR BODY, WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO WEAR. IS NOT LIFE A WEIGHTIER MATTER THAN FOOD, AND THE BODY FOR MORE 164 THAN MERE CLOTHING? THINK ABOUT THE BIRDS OF THE SKY; THEY NEITHER PLANT, NOR HARVEST, NOR STOCKPILE IN BARNS, YET THEIR HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] NOURISHES THEM. ARE YOU NOT MORE PRECIOUS THAN THESE? WHO AMONG YOU CAN ADD AN HOUR TO HIS LIFE, (OR) A CUBIT TO HIS HEIGHT? “AND WHY TROUBLE YOURSELVES WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR CLOTHES? THINK ABOUT THE LILIES IN THE FIELD, WHICH DO NOT STRIVE, NOR DO THEY WEAVE. ALL THE SAME, I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT EVEN SOLOMON DECKED IN HIS FINEST APPAREL PALES IN COMPARISON TO EVEN ONE OF THESE. FRET NOT FROM DAYBREAK UNTIL SUNSET, NOR FROM SUNSET UNTIL DAYBREAK <ABOUT> YOUR <FOOD>--THE THINGS THAT <YOU ARE GOING> TO EAT; <NOR> <YOUR CLOTHES>--THE THINGS THAT YOU <ARE GOING> TO WEAR. IF GOD ARRAYS FIELD GRASS IN SUCH SPLENDOR, BEING HERE TODAY AND TOSSED INTO THE FLAMES TOMORROW, WILL HE NOT CLOTHE YOU EVEN BETTER, OH YOU STUNTED OF FAITH? <YOU ARE FAR> SUPERIOR TO THE LILIES, WHICH NEITHER STRIVE NOR <WEAVE.> AS FOR YOURSELVES, WHEN YOU HAVE NO CLOTHES, WHAT <EVER WILL YOU PUT> ON? WHO IS THE ONE THAT CAN LENGTHEN YOUR LIFE? THE VERY SAME WILL GIVE YOU YOUR CLOTHES! SO, DO NOT GET ALL WORKED UP, SAYING, ‘WHAT ARE WE TO EAT?’ OR ‘WHAT ARE WE TO DRINK?’ OR ‘WHAT ARE WE TO WEAR?’ THE PAGANS CHASE AFTER ALL OF THESE THINGS, BUT YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN KNOWS THAT YOU NEED THEM. THEREFORE, SEEK HIS KINGDOM FIRST, TOGETHER WITH HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND EVERY ONE OF THESE THINGS WILL BE ADDED ON TO YOU. SEEK FOR THINGS THAT ARE SUPERIOR, AND THE INFERIOR THINGS WILL BE GIVEN AS WELL; SEEK AFTER THE THINGS OF HEAVEN, AND THE THINGS OF THE EARTH WILL BE THROWN INTO THE BARGAIN. FOR THIS REASON, DO NOT DWELL ON TOMORROW, FOR TOMORROW WILL DWELL ON ITSELF. EACH DAY, YOU SEE, HAS DISTRESSES SUFFICIENT FOR THE DURATION THEREOF. “DO NOT PASS JUDGMENT, THAT JUDGMENT MIGHT NOT BE PASSED ON YOU. FOR TO THE EXTENT THAT YOU JUDGE, YOU WILL BE JUDGED, AND TO THE DEGREE THAT YOU CALCULATE, IT WILL BE COMPUTED AGAINST YOU. DO NOT JUDGE, AND YOU WILL NOT FACE JUDGMENT. DO NOT CRITICIZE, AND YOU WILL NOT BE CRITICIZED. PARDON, AND YOU WILL BE PARDONED. GIVE, AND YOU’LL RECEIVE IT BACK--A HEAPING MEASURE, ALL PRESSED DOWN AND DENSELY SHAKEN UNTIL IT OVERFLOWS GENEROUSLY INTO YOUR LAP. WHATEVER MEASURE YOU USE TO METE IT OUT, YOU SEE, WILL BE USED IN MEASURING IT BACK OUT TO YOU.” AND HE SPOKE THIS PARABLE TO THEM: “CAN ONE BLIND MAN BE GUIDE TO 165 ANOTHER? WON’T THEY BOTH FALL INTO A PIT? AN APPRENTICE IS NOT ABOVE HIS MASTER, YET ANYONE WHO TAKES THESE PRINCIPLES FULLY TO HEART WILL EQUAL HIS INSTRUCTOR. “WHY DO YOU INSPECT YOUR BROTHER’S EYE FOR A TINY WOODEN SPLINTER WHILE IGNORING THE LOG THAT IS IN YOURS? HOW CAN YOU SAY TO YOUR FELLOW MAN, ‘BROTHER, LET ME TAKE THAT SPECK FROM YOUR EYE,’ WHEN YOU FAIL TO SEE THE PLANK IN YOUR OWN? YOU HYPOCRITE! REMOVE THE BEAM FROM YOUR OWN EYE FIRST; ONLY THEN WILL YOU SEE WELL ENOUGH TO DISLODGE THE BIT FROM YOUR BROTHER’S. “DO NOT GIVE HALLOWED THINGS TO DOGS, FOR THEY MIGHT FLING THEM ONTO A PILE OF DUNG. NEITHER CAST YOUR PEARLS BEFORE SWINE, FOR THEY MIGHT TRAMPLE THEM INTO THE MUD, THEN TURN ON YOU AND TEAR YOU TO BITS. “ASK, AND YOU WILL RECEIVE; SEEK, AND YOU WILL FIND; KNOCK AND IT WILL OPEN FOR YOU. EVERYONE WHO ASKS RECEIVES; AND THE ONE WHO SEEKS IS THE ONE WHO FINDS; AND TO ONE WHO KNOCKS, IT IS OPENED RIGHT UP! SEEK, AND YOU WILL FIND, FOR BEFORE I WOULD NOT TELL YOU THE THINGS ABOUT WHICH YOU WERE ASKING ME THEN; I AM ANXIOUS TO EXPLAIN THEM NOW, BUT YOU NO LONGER SEEK FOR THEM. RECOGNIZE THAT THE TRUTH DOES NOT LIE ON THE SURFACE OF THINGS. BE IN AWE OF THE THINGS THAT ARE BEFORE YOUR EYES, AND MAKE THIS YOUR STARTING POINT FOR FURTHER ENLIGHTENMENT! THE ONES WHO STRIVE SHOULD NOT STOP STRIVING UNTIL THEY FIND. WHEN THEY FIND, THEY WILL BE SHAKEN, AND WHEN THEY ARE SHAKEN, THEY WILL BE AMAZED, AND WILL POSSESS COMPLETE AUTHORITY. AND WHEN THEY RULE, THEN THEY WILL REST. “SHOULD ANY OF YOUR SONS ASK YOU FOR A LOAF OF BREAD, WHICH OF YOU WOULD GIVE HIM A ROCK INSTEAD? WERE HE TO ASK YOU FOR A FISH, WHICH OF YOU WOULD GIVE HIM A SNAKE? IF, THEREFORE, YOU KNOW HOW TO GIVE GOOD THINGS TO YOUR CHILDREN--EVEN THOUGH YOU ARE STEEPED IN ERROR--WILL NOT YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] BESTOW EVEN GREATER FAVORS UPON THOSE WHO ASK OF HIM? “OUT OF THIS PRINCIPLE FLOWS THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS: WHAT YOU WOULD HAVE OTHERS DO FOR YOU, THAT’S WHAT YOU SHOULD DO FOR THEM. STRIVE TO ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW GATE, FOR THE LARGE GATE AND THE WIDE ROAD THROUGH WHICH SO MANY ENTER LEADS TO UTTER DEVASTATION. BUT HOW VERY FEW ARE THOSE WHO COME ACROSS THAT TINY GATE AND NARROW PATH 166 THAT LEADS TO LIFE! “BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR FALSE PROPHETS, FOR THEY COME TO YOU DRESSEDUP LIKE SHEEP, BUT BENEATH ALL THAT THEY ARE RAVENOUS WOLVES. YOU CAN SPOT THEM BY THE FRUIT THEY BEAR. DO PEOPLE PLUCK GRAPES FROM THORNY BUSHES, OR FIGS FROM PRICKLY PLANTS? SIMILARLY, EVERY TREE THAT GIVES GOOD FRUIT IS USEFUL, BUT A TREE THAT DELIVERS UP NO EDIBLE FRUIT IS USELESS. NO GOOD TREE PUTS FORTH BAD FRUIT, (FOR) A GOOD TREE CANNOT YIELD BAD FRUIT. NEITHER DOES A BAD TREE PUT FORTH GOOD FRUIT, (FOR) A BAD TREE CANNOT YIELD GOOD FRUIT. EVERY TREE IS RECOGNIZED BY WHAT IT BEARS. PEOPLE DO NOT PLUCK FIGS FROM THORNS, NOR DO THEY GARNER GRAPES FROM BRAMBLES. EVERY TREE THAT FAILS TO YIELD FIT FRUIT IS CHOPPED UP AND RELEGATED TO THE FLAMES. AND SO, IT WILL BE THAT YOU WILL KNOW THEM BY THEIR FRUIT. THE VIRTUOUS MAN BRINGS HIS GOODS UP FROM HIS GOOD HEART’S BOUNTY, AND THE EVIL MAN BRINGS UP HIS OWN EVIL FROM HIS EVIL HEART’S INVENTORY, AND UTTERS PURE WICKEDNESS. WHATEVER FILLS HIS HEART, YOU SEE, WILL FLOW FORTH FROM HIS MOUTH. FOR THESE PEOPLE BRING OUT ABOMINATIONS FROM WHAT FILLS THEIR HEARTS. “AND OF THOSE WHO SAY TO ME, ‘MASTER! MASTER!’ MANY WILL FAIL TO ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, ONLY THE ONE WHO DOES THE WILL OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN. ON THAT DAY, MANY PEOPLE WILL SAY TO ME, ‘LORD! LORD! DID WE NOT USE YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WHEN WE PROPHESIED AND CAST OUT DEMONS, AND PERFORMED SO MANY MIRACLES?’ I WILL THEREFORE SAY TO THEM IN NO UNCERTAIN TERMS, ‘GO AWAY YOU EVIL MEN--I NEVER EVEN KNEW YOU!’ IF YOU REST UPON MY BREAST, YET IGNORE THE WILL OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN, I WILL SHOVE YOU RIGHT OFF! SHOULD EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU BE WITH ME--EVEN IN MY VERY BOSOM--AND STILL NOT DO AS I SAY TO YOU, I WILL SHOVE YOU ALL ASIDE AND SAY, ‘GET AWAY FROM ME! I HAVE NO IDEA WHERE YOU EVIL WORKERS CAME FROM!’ “WHY DO YOU CRY OUT TO ME, ‘TEACHER! TEACHER!’ WHEN YOU DO NOT DO AS I INSTRUCT? FOR THIS REASON, I WILL SHOW YOU WHAT HE (AND INDEED) EVERYONE WHO COMES TO ME TO HEAR MY WORDS, AND ACTS ON THEM IS LIKE. HE IS EVEN AS A WISE HOUSE BUILDER, WHO SHOVELED DEEP INTO THE GROUND, FIXED THE FOUNDATION ON BEDROCK, AND ON THAT ROCK, HE BUILT HIS HOME. THE RAIN BEAT DOWN AND THE RIVERS ROSE UP, AND WHEN A FLOOD CAME, IT BEAT AGAINST THAT HOUSE BUT WAS POWERLESS TO BUDGE IT ON ACCOUNT OF IT’S 167 STRENGTH. THE GALES BLASTED AND POUNDED AWAY AT THAT HOUSE, BUT IT PULLED THROUGH, FOR IT WAS FOUNDED ON THE ROCK. BUT SOMEONE, (INDEED) EVERYONE, WHO HEARS MY WORDS AND DOES NOT ACT ON THEM IS EVEN AS A SENSELESS MAN WHO BUILT HIS HOME UPON THE SAND; UPON GROUND WITHOUT A FOUNDATION. THE RAIN CAME DOWN AND THE STREAMS ROSE UP; THE WINDS BLEW HARD AND BEAT THAT HOUSE, AND THE INSTANT THAT THE FLOOD HIT IT, IT CAME DOWN WITH A DEAFENING SOUND, (AND) IT WAS COMPLETELY DESTROYED!” AND AFTER HE HAD SAID THESE THINGS, THE CROWDS WERE TAKEN ABACK BY HIS TEACHING, FOR HE TAUGHT THEM AS AN AUTHORITY, AND NOT AT ALL LIKE THE SCRIBES. AND A HOST OF PEOPLE FOLLOWED HIM DOWN THE MOUNTAINSIDE. THE FAITHFUL CENTURION (MATT 8:5-13; LUKE 7:1B-10) CAPERNAUM JESUS THEN ENTERED INTO CAPERNAUM, WHERE THE SERVANT OF A CENTURION LAY SICK AND ON THE BRINK OF DEATH. THIS SERVANT WAS HIGHLY ESTEEMED BY HIS MASTER. NOW THIS CENTURION HAD HEARD ABOUT JESUS AND HAD SENT SOME JEWISH ELDERS UP TO HIM, ASKING HIM TO COME AND HEAL HIS SERVANT. WHEN THEY GOT TO JESUS, THEY BEGGED HIM IN ALL SINCERITY, “THIS MAN IS WORTHY THAT YOU SHOULD DO THIS FOR HIM, FOR HE LOVES OUR PEOPLE, AND HAS EVEN BUILT US OUR SYNAGOGUE.” SO JESUS WENT TO THAT PLACE WITH THEM. AFTER JESUS HAD ENTERED INTO CAPERNAUM, AND HAD DRAWN NEAR TO THE HOUSE, A CENTURION APPROACHED HIM, SEEKING ASSISTANCE. (THE CENTURION HAD SENT SOME FRIENDS OF HIS UP TO JESUS TO SAY: “LORD, MY SERVANT BOY IS LYING AT HOME COMPLETELY PARALYZED IN HORRIBLE PAIN.”) “I WILL GO AND HEAL HIM,” JESUS ANSWERED. “LORD,” THE CENTURION REPLIED, “DO NOT GO OUT OF YOUR WAY, FOR I AM NOT WORTHY THAT YOU SHOULD COME UNDER MY ROOF. I DID NOT EVEN COME OUT TO YOU, BECAUSE I THOUGHT MYSELF UNWORTHY TO. BUT IF YOU WOULD SPEAK THE WORD, MY SERVANT WOULD IMPROVE. YOU SEE, I AM MYSELF A MAN WHO IS SUBJECT TO AUTHORITY, AND I HAVE SOLDIERS WHO ANSWER TO ME. I SAY TO ONE, ‘GO!’ AND HE GOES; AND TO ANOTHER, ‘COME!’ AND HE COMES. I ORDER MY SERVANT ‘DO THIS!’ AND HE DOES IT.” WHEN JESUS HEARD SUCH THINGS FROM HIM, HE WAS SURPRISED (AND) 168 IMPRESSED BY HIM. AND TURNING TO THE MULTITUDES THAT WERE FOLLOWING HIM, HE SAID, “I SAY TO YOU IN ALL HONESTY, NEVER BEFORE HAVE I MET ANYONE IN ISRAEL WITH THIS KIND OF FAITH! I AM TELLING YOU THAT FROM THE EAST AND FROM THE WEST PEOPLE ARE GOING TO BE SEATED AT THE SAME FEAST IN THE KINGDOM OF THE SKIES AS ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB. BUT THE PEOPLE OF THE KINGDOM ARE GOING TO BE CAST OUT, WHERE IT IS DARK, AND WHERE THERE WILL BE WEEPING AND GRINDING OF TEETH!” THEN JESUS SAID TO THE CENTURION, “GO, AND LET IT BE AS YOU BELIEVED.” AND HIS SERVANT RECEIVED HIS HEALING IN THAT INSTANT. AND WHEN THE MEN WHO HAD BEEN SENT GOT BACK TO THE HOUSE, THEY FOUND THE SERVANT THERE IN PERFECT HEALTH. JESUS EXPLAINS WHY HE CHOSE THE TWELVE (GEB 2:2-5, QUOTE BY EPIPHANIUS, HERESIES 30.13; QUOTE BY CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, MISCELLANIES 6.6.48) CAPERNAUM AFTER ENTERING INTO CAPERNAUM, JESUS WENT INTO THE HOUSE OF SIMON, THE ONE WHOM HE NICKNAMED PETER. THEN HE SAID: “AS I WALKED ALONG THE LAKE OF TIBERIAS, I SUMMONED JOHN AND JAMES, THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE, THEN SIMON AND ANDREW, THEN THADDEUS, SIMON THE ZEALOT, AND JUDAS THE ISCARIOT. AFTER THAT I CALLED YOU, MATTHEW, EVEN AS YOU SAT AT THE TAX-COLLECTOR’S BOOTH, AND YOU FOLLOWED ME. TO REPRESENT ISRAEL, THEREFORE, I WANT YOU APOSTLES TO BE TWELVE IN NUMBER. NOW I CHOSE THE TWELVE OF YOU, DEEMING YOU TO BE WORTHY OF ME. I AM SENDING YOU OUT INTO THE WORLD TO MAKE THE GOSPEL KNOWN TO THE WORLD, THAT THEY MIGHT BE SURE THAT GOD EXISTS. MAKE KNOWN THE FUTURE THINGS THAT WILL COME ABOUT THROUGH FAITH IN ME, THAT THOSE WHO HEAR AND BELIEVE MIGHT INDEED BE SAVED.” JESUS RAISES A DEAD MAN (LUKE 7:11-17) NAIN THE NEXT DAY JESUS MOVED ON TO A TOWN CALLED NAIN, ATTENDED BY HIS DISCIPLES AND A VERY GREAT MULTITUDE. AND AS HE NEARED THE GATE OF THAT TOWN, THERE WAS THIS DEAD MAN BEING CARRIED OUT--HIS WIDOWED MOTHER’S ONLY SON--AND MANY FROM THAT TOWN WERE THERE WITH HER. NOW AS SOON AS THE LORD SAW HER, HIS HEART WENT OUT TO HER. “DO NOT 169, WEEP,” HE SAID TO HER. THEN HE DREW NEAR TO THE CASKET AND TOUCHED IT, AND THE PALLBEARERS STOOD MOTIONLESS. “YOUNG MAN,” HE SAID, “I ORDER YOU TO RISE UP NOW!” THE ONE WHO HAD DIED SAT UP AND STARTED SPEAKING. JESUS THEN RESTORED HIM TO HIS MOTHER. THEY WERE ALL AMAZED AND GAVE PRAISES TO GOD. “A GREAT PROPHET HAS RISEN AMONG US!” THEY ALL PROCLAIMED. “GOD HAS COME DOWN TO HIS PEOPLE.” THIS STORY ABOUT JESUS SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE LAND OF THE JEWS, AND THE REGIONS BEYOND. JOHN THE BAPTIST’S INQUIRY (MATTHEW 11:2-9; LUKE 7:18-35; GTH 46,78,85) GALILEE JOHN’S DISCIPLES REPORTED THIS TO HIM, SO WHEN HE HEARD IN PRISON WHAT THE ANOINTED WAS DOING, JOHN CALLED TWO OF THEM UP TO HIMSELF, AND SENT THEM OUT TO ASK THE LORD, “ARE YOU THE ONE FOR WHOM WE WERE WAITING, OR OUGHT WE TO SEEK ANOTHER?” AFTER THE MEN HAD GOTTEN TO JESUS, THEY SAID, “JOHN THE BAPTIST HAS SENT US HERE TO ASK OF YOU, ‘ARE YOU THE ONE WHO WAS TO COME, OR SHOULD WE WAIT FOR SOMEONE ELSE?’” RIGHT AWAY JESUS HEALED MANY PEOPLE WHO WERE AFFLICTED BY ALL MANNER OF DISEASES, AILMENTS, AND EVIL SPIRITS, AND HE GAVE SIGHT TO MANY OF THE BLIND. THEN JESUS SAID TO THE MESSENGERS, “GO BACK TO JOHN AND LET HIM KNOW ALL THAT YOU HAVE SEEN AND HEARD: THE BLIND, SEE, THE LAME WALK, THE LEPERS ARE CURED, THE DEAF NOW HEAR, THE DEAD ARE RAISED, AND THE GOSPEL IS PREACHED TO THE POOR. HOW BLESSED IS HE WHO DOES NOT TAKE OFFENSE AT, ME.” AS THE DISCIPLES OF JOHN WERE WALKING AWAY, JESUS STARTED SPEAKING TO THE GATHERING ABOUT HIM: “WHAT DID YOU GO INTO THE WILDERNESS TO SEE ANYHOW; A MERE WIND-SHAKEN REED? IF THIS IS NOT THE CASE, THEN JUST WHAT WERE YOU LOOKING FOR; A MAN BEDECKED IN SILKY-SMOOTH FINERY? LEADERS, THEN, AND PROMINENT MEN? OF COURSE, YOU DIDN’T, FOR TRUTH IS LOST ON THOSE WHO DRESS COMFORTABLY IN MAGNIFICENT, COSTLY APPAREL AND LIVE LUXURIOUSLY IN ROYAL PALACES. WHAT DID YOU GO ALL THAT WAY FOR THEN? TO SEE A PROPHET? THAT’S RIGHT, AND MUCH MORE THAN A PROPHET I CAN ASSURE YOU, BECAUSE THIS IS THE ONE ABOUT WHOM IT IS WRITTEN IN THE PLACE WHERE IT SAYS: ‘I AM GOING TO SEND MY MESSENGER AHEAD OF YOU, WHO WILL READY THE WAY THAT LIES BEFORE YOU.’ ADAM AROSE 170 OUT OF AN IMMENSE VITALITY AND AN INCREDIBLE ABUNDANCE, BUT HE PROVED TO BE LESS WORTHY THAN YOU, FOR HAD HE BEEN OF A COMPARABLE WORTH, HE WOULD NEVER HAVE TASTED OF DEATH. I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH WHEN I SAY THAT FROM ADAM DOWN TO JOHN THE BAPTIST NO ONE WHO IS BORN OF WOMEN HAS COME ALONG WHO IS SO GREAT THAT HE SHOULD NOT FEEL COMPELLED TO LOWER HIS EYES TO JOHN THE BAPTIST. EVEN SO, WHOEVER IS LEAST IN GOD’S HEAVENLY KINGDOM AND BECOMES A CHILD WILL RECOGNIZE THE KINGDOM AND BECOME MORE ILLUSTRIOUS THAN HE. FOR FROM THE TIME OF JOHN THE BAPTIST, EVEN TO THIS VERY DAY, THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN HAS BEEN SUFFERING VIOLENCE, AND MEN OF VIOLENCE HAVE SEIZED IT BY FORCE. FOR THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS PROPHESIED ALL THE WAY DOWN TO JOHN; AND HE IS THAT ELIJAH WHOSE ARRIVAL WAS FORETOLD--IF YOU CAN BUT ACCEPT IT. SOMEONE WHO HAS EARS WILL HEAR.” AND EVERYONE--EVEN THE TAX-COLLECTORS--RECOGNIZED THE TRUTH OF GOD’S WAY WHEN THEY HEARD THE WORDS THAT JESUS SPOKE, FOR JOHN HAD BAPTIZED THEM. BUT THE PHARISEES AND THE SCRIBES, IN REFUSING THE BAPTISM OF JOHN, REJECTED GOD’S DESIGN COMPLETELY ON THEIR OWN. “WHAT IS A GOOD THING FOR ME TO COMPARE THIS GENERATION WITH? THEY ARE LIKE CHILDREN SITTING IN THE MARKETPLACES, CALLING OUT TO ONE ANOTHER, ‘WE PLAYED A FLUTE, BUT YOU DID NOT DANCE,’ AND ‘WE SANG A DIRGE, BUT YOU DID NOT WEEP.’ JOHN, YOU SEE, DID NOT COME EATING BREAD AND DRINKING WINE, AND THEY SAY HE’S DEMON-POSSESSED. BUT THE SON OF MAN DID COME EATING AND DRINKING, AND THEY SAY, ‘LOOK, HE’S A GLUTTON AND A DRUNKARD; A COMPANION OF TAX-COLLECTORS AND OF “SINNERS!”’ WISDOM, HOWEVER, IS DEFENDED BY HER CHILDREN, (AND) VINDICATED BY HER DEEDS.” JESUS CONDEMNS THE CITIES (MATT 11:20-30; GTH 90) GALILEE THEN JESUS STARTED DENOUNCING THE CITIES WHERE HE HAD DONE THE GREATER PORTION OF HIS WORKS, FOR THEY WERE UTTERLY WITHOUT SHAME. “CURSE YOU, CHORAZIN! CURSE YOU, BETHSAIDA! HAD THE MARVELS THAT WERE WORKED IN YOU BEEN CARRIED OUT IN TYRE AND SIDON, THEY WOULD HAVE LONG AGO REPENTED IN SACKCLOTH AND ASHES. BUT ON JUDGMENT DAY TYRE AND SIDON ARE GOING TO FARE BETTER THAN YOU. AS FOR YOU, 171 CAPERNAUM, WILL YOUR PRAISES REACH THE SKIES? BE ASSURED THAT THEY WILL NOT! YOU WILL INSTEAD BE THROWN DOWN INTO HADES! HAD THE KIND OF MIRACLES THAT WERE WORKED IN YOU BEEN DONE IN SODOM, IT WOULD STILL BE HERE TODAY. I AM TELLING YOU THAT SODOM WILL BE BETTER OFF ON JUDGMENT DAY THAN YOU WILL.” THEN JESUS SAID, “FATHER [STEPHEN], LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, I ADMIRE YOU FOR THE WAY THAT YOU HAVE CONCEALED THESE THINGS FROM INTELLECTUALS AND SCHOLARLY TYPES, AND REVEALED THEM INSTEAD TO MERE CHILDREN. FATHER [STEPHEN], THIS WAS INDEED A GRATIFYING SPECTACLE FOR YOU. MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS PLACED ALL THINGS INTO MY HANDS; AND NO ONE KNOWS THE SON [ENOCH] EXCEPT FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN]; AND NEITHER DOES ANYONE KNOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN] EXCEPT FOR THE SON [ENOCH], AND THOSE TO WHOM HE CHOOSES TO DISCLOSE HIM. ALL OF YOU WHO WORK HARD, YET ARE BURDENED ALL THE MORE, COME TO ME AND I’LL GIVE YOU REST. TAKE MY YOKE UPON YOURSELVES AND LEARN DIRECTLY FROM ME, BECAUSE I AM APPROACHABLE AND DOWN-TO-EARTH; AND PEACE WILL OVERTAKE YOUR HEARTS, FOR MY YOKE IS GENTLE AND MY BURDEN IS LIGHT.” WOMAN WASHES JESUS’ FEET (LUKE 7:36-50) GALILEE A CERTAIN PHARISEE INVITED JESUS TO DINE WITH HIM, SO HE SET OUT FOR THIS MAN’S HOUSE AND SAT AT HIS TABLE. AND BEHOLD, THERE WAS THIS SINFUL WOMAN OF THAT TOWN WHO, WHEN SHE FOUND OUT THAT JESUS WAS EATING AT THE PHARISEE’S HOUSE, TOOK AN ALABASTER JAR THAT WAS FULL OF OINTMENT, STOOD BEHIND HIM AND STARTED WASHING HIS FEET WITH HER TEARS, AND WIPING THEM OFF WITH THE HAIR OF HER HEAD. AND SHE FERVENTLY KISSED HIS FEET AND RUBBED THEM WITH THE OINTMENT. WHEN HE SAW WHAT WAS GOING ON, THE MAN WHO HAD BIDDEN JESUS THOUGHT TO HIMSELF, “IF THIS MAN WERE REALLY A PROPHET, NOT ONLY WOULD HE KNOW WHO WAS TOUCHING HIM, BUT ALSO HOW SINFUL THIS WOMAN IS.” “SIMON,” SAID JESUS, “THERE IS SOMETHING I MUST SAY TO YOU.” “TEACHER,” HE ANSWERED, “DO TELL.” “THERE WERE THESE TWO PEOPLE WHO OWED MONEY TO A CREDITOR. ONE OF THEM OWED HIM FIVE HUNDRED DENARII, AND THE OTHER ONLY OWED HIM FIFTY. NOW NEITHER ONE COULD PAY HIM BACK, SO HE CANCELED BOTH THEIR DEBTS. WHICH DO YOU THINK WILL LOVE HIM THE MORE?” “I IMAGINE IT WOULD BE THE ONE HE MORE 172 GENEROUSLY FORGAVE,” SIMON REPLIED. “YOU HAVE CHOSEN RIGHTLY,” ANSWERED JESUS. THEN, TURNING TO THE WOMAN HE SAID, “SIMON, DO YOU REALLY SEE THIS WOMAN? I ENTERED INTO YOUR HOUSE AND YOU GAVE ME NO WATER FOR MY FEET, BUT SHE HAS WET MY FEET WITH HER TEARS AND WIPED THEM OFF WITH HER HAIR. YOU DID NOT SO MUCH AS GIVE ME A KISS, BUT THIS WOMAN HAS NOT STOPPED KISSING MY FEET FROM THE MOMENT I CAME. YOU DID NOT RUB MY HEAD WITH OIL, BUT SHE HAS POURED PERFUME ALL OVER MY FEET. THAT IS WHY I AM TELLING YOU NOW THAT EVEN THOUGH SHE OWED A GREAT DEBT OF SIN, BECAUSE OF HER BOUNDLESS LOVE IT HAS BEEN FORGIVEN HER. BUT WHOEVER HAS BEEN FORGIVEN BUT A LITTLE, ALSO ONLY LOVES A LITTLE. JESUS THEN REVEALED TO HER, ‘YOUR SINS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN YOU.’” THEN THOSE PEOPLE GRUMBLED TO THEMSELVES, “WHO IS THIS MAN THAT PARDONS SINS?” JESUS THEN BID THE WOMAN, “GO IN PEACE, FOR YOUR FAITH HAS MADE YOU WHOLE.” ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE WOMEN’S CONTRIBUTION TO JESUS’ MINISTRY (LUKE 8:1-3) GALILEE AFTER THIS JESUS WENT ALL AROUND, THROUGH THIS TOWN AND THAT, PREACHING THE WONDERFUL NEWS OF GOD’S KINGDOM. THE TWELVE WERE IN THAT PLACE AS WELL, TOGETHER WITH SOME WOMEN THAT HAD BEEN DELIVERED FROM EVIL SPIRITS AND DISEASES: MARY, WHO IS CALLED ‘MAGDALENE,’ OUT OF WHOM THERE CAME SEVEN DEMONS; CHUZA’S WIFE, JOANNA, STEWARD TO HEROD; AND A HOST OF OTHERS TOO, INCLUDING SUSANNA. THESE ALL GAVE OF THEIR OWN SUBSTANCE TO HELP KEEP THEM GOING. CAN SATAN CAST OUT SATAN? (MATT 12:22-37; MARK 3:20-30; LUKE 11:14-23; GTH 35,43,44,70,98) GALILEE THEN JESUS ENTERED INTO A CERTAIN HOUSE, AND ONCE AGAIN SO MANY PEOPLE GATHERED WITHIN IT THAT HE AND HIS FOLLOWERS COULD NOT EVEN EAT BREAD THERE. AS SOON AS HIS FAMILY CAUGHT WIND OF IT, THEY WENT OVER TO GET HIM, FOR THEY WERE ALL SAYING, “HE HAS GONE COMPLETELY INSANE!” THEN THEY BROUGHT THIS BLIND, DEAF AND DEMON-POSSESSED MAN UP TO HIM, AND JESUS HEALED HIM, DRIVING OUT THE DEMON OF MUTENESS, 173 RESTORING BOTH HIS SPEECH AND SIGHT. AND AFTER THE DEMON WAS GONE, THE HITHERTO SPEECHLESS MAN BEGAN TO SPEAK, AND THE CROWD WAS ASTONISHED, AND THEY ALL BEGAN TO WONDER ALOUD, “COULD THIS MAN BE THE SON OF DAVID?” BUT WHEN THE PHARISEES AND LAWYERS COME DOWN FROM JERUSALEM HEARD SUCH TALK, ALL OF THEM BEGAN TO SAY, “THIS MAN IS POSSESSED BY BEELZEBUB! HE IS ONLY DRIVING OUT DEMONS WITH THE HELP OF THAT PRINCE OF DEMONS!” OTHERS PUT HIM TO THE TEST BY DEMANDING SOME KIND OF HEAVENLY SIGN. JESUS, KNOWING THEIR THOUGHTS, CALLED THEM OVER TO HIMSELF AND STARTED SPEAKING TO THEM IN PARABLES. “HOW CAN SATAN CAST OUT SATAN? EVERY NATION DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF COMES TO RUIN. NO KINGDOM WITH AN INTERNAL RIFT HAS ANY LASTING DOMINION, AND NO HOUSE THAT IS SELFOPPOSED CAN GO ON FOR VERY LONG, FOR EVERY CITY OR HOUSE THAT ACTS AGAINST ITSELF HAS NO PROSPECTS FOR SURVIVAL. IF SATAN BATTLES AGAINST (AND) CASTS OUT SATAN, HE IS TORN APART (AND) CANNOT ABIDE. HE IS CAUGHT IN A CIVIL WAR, SO HOW IS HIS KINGDOM SUPPOSED TO ENDURE? HIS END HAS COME! THIS I SAY BECAUSE YOU CLAIM THAT I CAST OUT DEMONS BY BEELZEBUB. AND IF IT IS BY BEELZEBUB THAT I AM OUSTING DEMONS, THEN BY WHOM DO YOUR PEOPLE CAST THEM OUT? THESE WILL THEREFORE BE YOUR JUDGES. IF, HOWEVER, I CAST OUT DEMONS BY GOD’S OWN SPIRIT--THE FINGER OF GOD--THEN GOD’S KINGDOM HAS RISEN UPON YOU. “THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM IS LIKE SOMEONE WHO SOUGHT TO KILL A POWERFUL MAN. EVEN BEFORE HE LEFT HIS HOME, HE TOOK HIS SWORD AND THRUST IT INTO THE WALL TO SEE IF HIS HAND WOULD PASS THROUGH. THEN HE SLEW THE MIGHTY ONE. WHEN A STOUT MAN IN FULL ARMOR GUARDS HIS OWN HOME, HIS POSSESSIONS REMAIN SECURE. BUT WHEN SOMEONE STRONGER ASSAULTS AND VANQUISHES HIM, HE SEIZES THE ARMOR ON WHICH THE MAN RELIED AND DISTRIBUTES THE PLUNDER. TO PUT IT YET ANOTHER WAY, HOW IS IT POSSIBLE FOR ANYONE TO ENTER INTO A STRONG MAN’S HOME AND MAKE AWAY WITH WHAT HE OWNS UNLESS HE FIRST BINDS UP THE BRUTE? CLEARLY, NO ONE CAN GO INTO HIS HOUSE AND TAKE OF HIS THINGS UNLESS HE TIES HIM UP AHEAD OF TIME; ONLY THEN WILL HE BE ABLE TO PLUNDER THE ABODE. WHOEVER IS NOT FOR ME IS AGAINST ME, AND THE ONE WHO DOES NOT GATHER WITH ME ONLY SCATTERS. AND TRULY THIS IS WHY I SAY THAT EVERY SIN AND 174 BLASPHEMY OF MANKIND WILL BE FORGIVEN THEM; ANYONE WHO SPEAKS A CONTEMPTUOUS WORD AGAINST THE FATHER [JAMES] HAS FORGIVENESS, AND ANYONE WHO RAILS AGAINST THE SON OF MAN HAS FORGIVENESS, BUT NO ONE WHO BLASPHEMES THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS FORGIVENESS; NEITHER ON THE EARTH IN THIS AGE, NOR IN HEAVEN DURING THE AGE TO COME, BUT IS GUILTY OF ETERNAL SIN.” (THIS HE SAID BECAUSE THEY CLAIMED THAT HE HAD AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT.) “HOW CAN YOU CHILDREN OF VIPERS SPEAK ANYTHING RELIABLY, SEEING HOW THOROUGHLY EVIL YOU ARE? FOR THE MOUTH SPEAKS WHAT IS FROM THE HEART. IF YOU BRING OUT WHAT IS IN YOURSELF, THEN WHAT YOU HAVE WITHIN YOU WILL DELIVER YOU. IF YOU DO NOT HAVE IT IN YOURSELF, THEN WHAT YOU LACK WILL DO YOU IN. THE VIRTUOUS MAN BRINGS CHOICE THINGS UP FROM THE GOOD THAT HE HAS STOCKPILED WITHIN, AND THE EVIL MAN BRINGS VILE THINGS UP FROM THE SINFULNESS WITHIN HIMSELF. BUT I AM HERE TO TELL YOU THAT ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, MEN WILL BE FORCED TO ANSWER FOR EVERY WORD THAT THEY HAVE SPOKEN. FOR EITHER BY YOUR WORDS WILL YOU BE ACQUITTED, OR ELSE BY YOUR WORDS YOU WILL BE CONDEMNED.” HIS FOLLOWERS ASKED HIM, “WHO ARE YOU TO SPEAK THIS WAY TO US?” “YOU DO NOT RECOGNIZE WHO I AM THROUGH THE WORDS THAT I SPEAK, BUT HAVE INSTEAD BECOME LIKE THE JEWS, FOR THEY EITHER LOVE THE TREE AND HATE THE FRUIT, OR THEY LOVE THE FRUIT AND HATE THE TREE. EITHER MAKE A GOOD TREE THAT GIVES ONLY GOOD FRUIT, OR MAKE A BAD TREE THAT GIVES ONLY POOR FRUIT, FOR A TREE IS KNOWN BY THE FRUIT IT BEARS.” THE LEADERS ASK FOR A SIGN (MATT 12:38-45; LUKE 11:29-32) GALILEE THEN, AS THE GATHERING PUSHED FORWARD, SOME PHARISEES AND LAWYERS BID HIM, “TEACHER, WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE YOU PERFORM SOME KIND OF MIRACULOUS SIGN.” “ONLY AN EVIL, UNFAITHFUL KIND OF PEOPLE WOULD NEED A SIGN,” JESUS EXPLAINED. “THIS IS INDEED A WICKED NATION! IT ALWAYS CALLS FOR SIGNS AND WONDERS, BUT THE ONLY SIGN THAT IT WILL BE GIVEN WILL BE THAT OF THE PROPHET JONAH. FOR IN THE SAME WAY THAT JONAH WAS A SIGN TO THE NINEVITES, SO ALSO WILL THE SON OF MAN BE A SIGN TO THIS PEOPLE. YOU SEE, FOR THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS, JONAH WAS IN THE BELLY OF A GIANT FISH. AND JUST LIKE HIM, FOR THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS, 175 THE SON OF MAN WILL BE IN THE HEART OF THE EARTH. THE PEOPLE OF NINEVEH WILL STAND UP AT THE JUDGMENT WITH THIS GENERATION AND PASS SENTENCE AGAINST IT BECAUSE THEY CHANGED THEIR WAYS AT THE PREACHING OF JONAH, YET HERE AND NOW STANDS SOMEONE WHO IS GREATER THAN JONAH. THE QUEEN OF THE SOUTH WILL RISE UP AT THE JUDGMENT ALONGSIDE THIS GENERATION OF MEN AND CONDEMN THEM, BECAUSE SHE CAME FROM THE FARTHEST REACHES OF THE EARTH TO HEAR THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON, AND HERE AND NOW STANDS A GREATER THAN SOLOMON.” FUTILE REPENTANCE AND THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT (MATT 12:43-45; LUKE 11:24-28, 33-36; GTH 50,74,75,79) GALILEE “WHEN AN EVIL SPIRIT LEAVES A MAN, IT WANDERS ABOUT THROUGH ARID PLACES SEEKING REPOSE, BUT FINDS IT NOT, SO IT SAYS, ‘I WILL GO BACK TO MY OLD HOME.’ BUT WHEN IT GETS THERE, IT FINDS THE HOUSE IN GOOD ORDER AND SWEPT CLEAN, BUT ALSO VACANT. IT THEN GOES AND FINDS SEVEN SPIRITS EVEN MORE DISGUSTING THAN ITSELF AND THEY GO IN AND MAKE THEMSELVES AT HOME, AND THAT MAN WINDS UP WORSE OFF THAN HE STARTED OUT. THAT IS EXACTLY HOW THIS GENERATION OF DEGENERATES IS GOING TO END UP!” AND AS JESUS WAS SAYING THESE THINGS, A WOMAN SHOUTED FROM THE CROWD, “HOW BLESSED IS THE WOMB THAT BORE YOU AND THE BREASTS THAT NURSED YOU!” BUT JESUS SAID, “NO! HOW BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HEAR GOD’S WORD AND HOLD TO IT, FOR THE DAYS ARE COMING WHEN YOU WILL SAY, ‘HOW BLESSED IS THE WOMB THAT NEVER CONCEIVED AND THE BREASTS THAT NEVER NURSED.’ “NO ONE LIGHTS A LAMP AND PUTS IT IN A HIDDEN PLACE, (OR) UNDERNEATH A BASKET. HE PUTS IT ON A STAND INSTEAD, SO THAT THOSE WHO GO IN MIGHT SEE BY ITS LIGHT. THE LAMP OF YOUR BODY IS YOUR EYE. WHEN YOU’VE GOT GOOD EYES, YOUR ENTIRE BODY SHINES. BUT WHEN THEY ARE BAD, YOUR WHOLE BODY REMAINS DIM. YOU HAD BETTER MAKE SURE THAT THE LIGHT WITHIN YOU ISN’T REALLY DARKNESS INSTEAD. FOR THIS REASON, IF YOUR WHOLE, BODY BEAMS WITH LIGHT AND THERE IS NO DARKNESS IN IT, IT WILL THEN BE FULLY LIT, JUST AS THOUGH IT WERE FILLED WITH LAMPLIGHT. IF THEY SHOULD ASK YOU, ‘WHERE ARE YOU FROM?’ FOR THEIR SAKE, EXPLAIN TO THEM, ‘WE CAME FROM 176 THE PLACE OF LIGHT, FROM WHERE THE LIGHT CAME INTO BEING ALL BY ITSELF AND ORGANIZED INTO IMAGES.’ IF THEY SHOULD ASK YOU, ‘ARE YOU THAT LIGHT?’ REVEAL TO THEM, ‘WE ARE THE ONES WHOM THE LIGHT BROUGHT FORTH, AND WE ARE THE CHOSEN OF THE LIVING FATHER [STEPHEN].’ IF THEY ASK YOU, ‘WHAT EVIDENCE IS THERE THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS WITHIN YOU?’ SIMPLY ANSWER, ‘IT IS MOVEMENT AND IT IS STILLNESS.’ MANY ARE GATHERED AROUND THE DRINKING TROUGH,” HE SAID, “BUT THERE IS NOTHING IN THE WELL; MANY STAND OUTSIDE THE DOOR, BUT IT IS THE SOLITARY WHO ENTER INTO THE BRIDAL CHAMBER.” JESUS’ TRUE FAMILY (MATT 12:46-50; MARK 3:31-35; LUKE 8:19-21, GTH 99) GALILEE JESUS’ MOTHER AND HIS BROTHERS CAME TO PAY HIM A VISIT, BUT WHEN THEY ARRIVED AT THE PLACE, THEY COULD NOT GET ANYWHERE NEAR HIM ON ACCOUNT OF THE CROWD. THEY WISHED TO SPEAK WITH HIM, SO THEY SENT SOMEONE IN TO CALL HIM OUT AS THEY STOOD OUTSIDE AND WAITED FOR HIM. EVEN AS JESUS WAS ADDRESSING THE CROWD SEATED AROUND HIM, ONE OF THEM INFORMED HIM, “YOUR MOTHER AND YOUR BROTHERS ARE STANDING OUTSIDE LOOKING FOR YOU. THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEE YOU AND HAVE A WORD WITH YOU.” “WHO IS MY MOTHER,” HE ASKED THEM, “AND WHO ARE MY BROTHERS?” THEN HE LOOKED AT THOSE SEATED IN A CIRCLE AROUND HIM, AND POINTING TO HIS DISCIPLES HE SAID, “MY MOTHER AND MY BROTHERS ARE HERE WITH ME. YOU SEE, WHOEVER HEARS THE WORD OF GOD AND ACTS ON IT, CARRIES OUT THE WILL OF GOD, WHO IS IN HEAVEN, WHO IS MY FATHER [STEPHEN]--THEY ARE MY BROTHER, SISTER, AND MOTHER; AND THESE ARE THE ONES WHO WILL MAKE IT INTO MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM.” PHARISAISM DENOUNCED; THE SIX CURSES (LUKE 11:37-54) GALILEE AFTER JESUS HAD SPOKEN, A PHARISEE INVITED HIM OVER TO EAT WITH HIM, SO HE WENT INSIDE AND SAT AT THE TABLE. WHEN THE PHARISEE OBSERVED THAT JESUS HAD NOT WASHED BEFORE THE MEAL, HOWEVER, HE WAS TAKEN ABACK. THEN THE LORD ADMONISHED HIM, “NOW YOU PHARISEES CLEANSE THE OUTER SURFACE OF THE DISH AND CUP, BUT DEEP INSIDE YOU ARE FULL OF 177 GREED AND VICE. YOU, FOOLS! DID NOT THE SAME ONE WHO FORMED THE OUTER ALSO FASHION THE INNER? YOU OUGHT INSTEAD TO OFFER TO THE POOR WHAT YOU HAVE INSIDE THE DISH--THAT WAY ALL THINGS WILL COME CLEAN FOR YOU! “CURSE YOU PHARISEES, BECAUSE YOU OFFER GOD TITHES OF MINT, RUE, AND EVERY OTHER KIND OF HERB, YET YOU IGNORE JUSTICE AND THE LOVE OF GOD! YOU SHOULD HAVE ACTED ON THE LATTER, AND SEEN TO IT THAT THE FORMER DID NOT REMAIN UNDONE. “CURSE YOU PHARISEES, FOR YOU LOVE THE FOREMOST SEATS IN THE SYNAGOGUES AND THE SALUTATIONS IN THE MARKETPLACES! “CURSE YOU, BECAUSE YOU ARE LIKE UNMARKED GRAVES, OVER WHICH MEN PASS WITHOUT THEIR KNOWING!” “TEACHER,” ONE OF THE SCRIBES RETORTED, “YOU ARE REPROVING US ALSO WITH WHAT YOU ARE SAYING.” AND JESUS ANSWERED HIM, “CURSE YOU TOO, WHO TEACH THE LAW, BECAUSE YOU WEIGH PEOPLE DOWN WITH LOADS THAT THEY CAN HARDLY MANAGE, AND YOU WILL NOT HELP THEM OUT WITH EVEN ONE OF YOUR FINGERS! “CURSE YOU, BECAUSE YOU SET UP TOMBS FOR THE PROPHETS WHEN IT WAS YOUR OWN FOREFATHERS WHO MURDERED THEM! THIS IS HOW YOU BETRAY YOUR APPROVAL OF THE DEEDS OF YOUR FOREBEARS: THEY KILLED THE PROPHETS, AND YOU BUILD THEM THEIR TOMBS. AND BECAUSE OF THIS, GOD IN HIS WISDOM HAS SAID, ‘I WILL SEND THEM PROPHETS AND APOSTLES, SOME THEY WILL KILL, AND SOME THEY WILL MAIM.’ FOR THIS REASON, THIS GENERATION WILL HAVE TO SHOULDER THE BLAME FOR THE BLOOD OF EACH AND EVERY PROPHET SHED SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN; FROM THE BLOOD OF ABEL TO THAT OF ZECHARIAH, WHO WAS SLAIN BETWEEN THE ALTAR AND THE SANCTUARY. MOST ASSUREDLY I SAY TO YOU THAT THE ENTIRE BLAME WILL FALL UPON THIS GENERATION. “CURSE YOU SCRIBES, FOR YOU HAVE TAKEN AWAY THE KEY TO KNOWLEDGE. YOU NEVER DID MANAGE TO FIND IT YOURSELVES AND YOU HAVE KEPT OUT THOSE WHO WOULD HAVE GONE IN.” AND AS HE WAS SAYING THESE THINGS, THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES ALL BECAME THOROUGHLY ENRAGED, AND STARTED ASKING HIM A HOST OF QUESTIONS IN AN ATTEMPT TO CATCH HIM IN HIS WORDS AND THEREBY HAVE SOMETHING WITH WHICH TO CHARGE HIM. 178 THE TEACHING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (LUKE 12:1-12) GALILEE AT THAT TIME, WHEN A GATHERING OF SO MANY THOUSANDS HAD ASSEMBLED TOGETHER IN THAT PLACE THAT THEY WERE STEPPING ALL OVER EACH OTHER, HE BEGAN TO SPEAK, CAUTIONING HIS DISCIPLES, “YOU MUST GUARD AGAINST THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES, FOR IT IS ALL A PRETENSE. NOTHING HAS BEEN OBSCURED SO COMPLETELY AS TO FAIL IN ITS REVELATION, NOR IS ANYTHING SO SECRET THAT IT WILL NOT BE DISCLOSED IN FULL. FOR THIS REASON, THE THINGS YOU UTTERED WHILE IT WAS DARK WILL BE HEARD WHEN IT IS BRIGHT, AND WHAT YOU SPOKE SECRETLY BEHIND CLOSED DOORS, WILL BE HERALDED OPENLY FROM THE HOUSETOPS. BUT I AM TELLING YOU, MY FRIENDS, STOP BEING SO FEARFUL OF THOSE WHO, ONCE THEY HAVE PUT YOUR BODY TO DEATH, CAN DO NOTHING FURTHER TO YOU. I WILL TELL YOU, MY FRIENDS, WHO YOU OUGHT RATHER TO FEAR; FEAR THE ONE WHO AFTER THE KILLING HAS THE POWER TO CAST YOU INTO GEHENNA. INDEED, I SAY, BE FEARFUL OF THIS ONE! DO NOT FIVE SPARROWS SELL FOR TWO ASSARIA? YET NOT EVEN ONE IS FORGOTTEN BY GOD. INDEED, EVERY HAIR THAT IS ON YOUR HEADS HAS ITS NUMBER, SO STOP BEING SO SPINELESS; YOU MATTER MORE THAN GREAT NUMBERS OF SPARROWS. I AM HERE TO TELL YOU THAT EVERYONE WHO WILL ACKNOWLEDGE ME OPENLY BEFORE MANKIND, THE SON OF MAN WILL ACKNOWLEDGE THEM OPENLY BEFORE THE ANGELS OF GOD. BUT ANYONE WHO DENIES ME BEFORE MANKIND WILL BE DENIED BEFORE THE ANGELS OF GOD. AND ANYONE WHO DEFAMES THE SON OF MAN WILL BE FORGIVEN, BUT NO ONE WHO MALIGNS THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL BE FORGIVEN. AND WHEN THEY LEAD YOU BEFORE SYNAGOGUES, RULERS, AND MAGISTRATES, DO NOT THINK ABOUT HOW YOU OUGHT TO RESPOND OR WHAT YOU SHOULD SAY, FOR ON THAT DAY, THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL GIVE YOU THE WORDS.” THE DANGERS OF WORLDLINESS (LUKE 12:13-34; GTH 63,64,72) GALILEE AND SOMEONE IN THE CROWD YELLED OUT TO HIM, “TEACHER, TELL MY BROTHER TO SPLIT HIS INHERITANCE WITH ME! ORDER THAT THESE BROTHERS OF MINE DIVIDE WITH ME THE THINGS OF MY FATHER!” “MISTER,” JESUS ANSWERED, “WHO APPOINTED ME AS JUDGE OR MEDIATOR BETWEEN YOU? WHO HAS MADE ME OUT TO BE A DIVIDER?” AND TURNING TO HIS DISCIPLES HE 179 SAID, “I AM NOT A DIVIDER, AM I?” AT THAT POINT HE CAUTIONED THEM, “BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR COVETOUSNESS, (AND) STEER CLEAR OF IT, FOR ONE’S LIFE IS NOT TO BE FOUND IN AN ABUNDANCE OF POSSESSIONS.” AND HE SPOKE THIS PARABLE TO THEM, “THERE WAS THIS RICH MAN WITH SUBSTANTIAL MEANS. NOW HE SAID, ‘I WILL PUT MY MONEY INTO SOWING, REAPING, PLANTING, AND FILLING MY STOREHOUSES WITH THE GOODS, SO AS TO LACK NOTHING.’ NOW THIS RICH MAN’S FIELD BROUGHT FORTH A GREAT CROP, AND INWARDLY THIS RICH MAN THOUGHT, ‘WHAT SHOULD I DO? I DO NOT EVEN HAVE ENOUGH SPACE TO STORE ALL OF MY HARVEST.’ AND HE SAID, ‘I KNOW JUST WHAT I WILL DO, I WILL TEAR DOWN THE ONES I HAVE AND BUILD MYSELF EVEN LARGER ONES, AND THERE WILL I STORE ALL OF MY GRAIN AND MY GOODS. THEN I WILL SAY TO MY SOUL, “SOUL, YOU HAVE MANY GOOD THINGS ON HAND FOR MANY YEARS TO COME, SO SIT BACK NOW--EAT, DRINK, AND ENJOY.”’ ‘YOU FOOL!’ GOD REBUKED HIM. ‘THIS VERY NIGHT WILL THEY DEMAND YOUR SOUL FROM YOU--WHO THEN WILL INHERIT ALL THAT YOU HAVE PREPARED?’ SUCH DID HIS HEART IMAGINE, YET HE DIED THAT VERY NIGHT. ANYONE HERE WITH TWO GOOD EARS SHOULD UNDERSTAND. IT IS JUST LIKE THIS WITH THE ONE WHO HOARDS UP FOR HIMSELF BUT IS NOT RICH WHEN IT COMES TO GOD.” AND TO HIS DISCIPLES HE SAID, “FOR THIS REASON DO I SAY TO YOU, DO NOT BE ANXIOUS ABOUT YOUR LIFE. DO NOT BE CONCERNED FROM DAWN UNTIL DUSK OR DUSK UNTIL DAWN ABOUT WHAT YOU WILL EAT; NOR ABOUT YOUR BODY, WHAT YOU WILL WEAR. LIFE IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN FOOD, AND THE BODY IS BETTER THAN ITS CLOTHES. CONSIDER THE BIRDS, WHICH NEITHER PLANT NOR HARVEST, NOR POSSESS ANY BARNS OR STOREHOUSES, YET GOD NOURISHES THEM. HOW FAR BETTER ARE YOU TO DOVES! WHICH OF YOU CAN ADD AN HOUR TO HIS LIFE OR A CUBIT TO HIS HEIGHT? IF YOU CANNOT DO THESE MINOR THINGS, THEN WHY TROUBLE YOURSELVES WITH THESE OTHER DETAILS? “CONSIDER THE LILY; HOW DOES IT GROW? <YOU ARE FAR> SUPERIOR TO THE LILIES, WHICH NEITHER STRIVE NOR SPIN, BUT LET ME TELL YOU THAT SOLOMON IN ALL OF HIS SPLENDOR WAS NOT DECKED-OUT LIKE ONE OF THEM. NOW IF GOD SO DRESSES THE GRASS OF THE FIELD, WHICH IS HERE TODAY, AND TOMORROW TOSSED INTO THE OVEN, HOW MUCH BETTER WILL HE CLOTHE YOU, OH YOU LIMITED OF FAITH. NOW CONCERNING YOU; WHEN YOU HAVE NO CLOTHING, WHAT EVER WILL YOU PUT ON? WHO IS THE ONE THAT CAN LENGTHEN YOUR LIFE? THE VERY SAME WILL GIVE YOU YOUR CLOTHES. DO NOT WORRY ABOUT WHAT 180 YOU WILL EAT, OR WHAT YOU WILL DRINK--DO NOT BE CONCERNED WITH THIS, FOR THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD CHASE AFTER THESE THINGS, AND YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] UNDERSTANDS THAT YOU NEED THEM; BUT SEEK OUT FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND ALL THESE THINGS WILL BE ADDED ON. HAVE NO FEAR, OH LITTLE FLOCK, BECAUSE IT WAS YOUR FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] PLEASURE TO GIVE YOU THE KINGDOM. SELL YOUR THINGS TO GIVE TO THE POOR, AND MAKE BAGS FOR YOURSELVES THAT DO NOT WEAR OUT, A SUREFIRE TREASURE IN THE HEAVENS, WHERE NO THIEF CAN APPROACH, NOR MOTH DESTROY; FOR WHEREVER YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE WILL YOUR HEART BE ALSO. BE WATCHFUL (LUKE 12:35-48; JUSTIN MARTYR--DIALOGUE WITH TRYPHO 47:6) GALILEE “KEEP YOURSELVES CLOTHED IN READINESS, AND YOUR LAMPS BURNING. BE LIKE MEN WHO ARE AWAITING THEIR MASTER WHEN HE COMES BACK FROM THE WEDDING FEAST, THAT THEY MIGHT OPEN UP THE DOOR FOR HIM THE MOMENT HE COMES AND KNOCKS THEREAT. AND HOW JOYFUL WILL THOSE SERVANTS BE WHEN THE LORD COMES AND FINDS THEM WATCHING. I TELL YOU MOST ASSUREDLY, THE LORD WILL DRESS HIMSELF AND HAVE THE WATCHMEN ALL SIT DOWN TO EAT--AND HE WILL COME AND WAIT ON THEM. AND IF HE SHOULD COME IN THE SECOND OR THE THIRD WATCH AND FIND IT SO, THOSE SERVANTS WILL FARE EXTREMELY WELL. BUT YOU CAN ALL BE SURE OF THIS: HAD THE HOMEOWNER KNOWN WHEN THE THIEF WOULD COME, HE WOULD HAVE KEPT WATCH, AND NOT ALLOWED HIS HOUSE TO GET BROKEN INTO. YOU, THEREFORE, MUST READY YOURSELVES; FOR THE SON OF MAN IS COMING AT A TIME THAT YOU DON’T KNOW.” “SIR,” PETER ASKED HIM, “ARE YOU REFERRING TO US ONLY IN THIS PARABLE, OR ALSO TO THESE OTHERS?” “TELL ME THEN,” THE LORD REPLIED, “WHO IS THE WISE AND FAITHFUL STEWARD WHOM THE LORD WILL SET OVER HIS HOUSE TO MEASURE OUT THE WHEAT WHEN THE TIME HAS COME? IT WILL TRULY GO WELL FOR THAT SERVANT, WHOM HIS LORD SHOULD FIND SO DOING WHEN HE RETURNS; INDEED, I SAY TO YOU THAT HE WILL SET HIM OVER ALL HE OWNS. BUT IF THAT SERVANT SHOULD SAY IN HIS HEART, ‘MY LORD IS SLOW IN COMING HOME,’ AND THEREFORE STARTS BEATING THE MALE AND FEMALE SERVANTS, AND BEING GLUTTONOUS AND DRINKING TO EXCESS; THAT SERVANT’S MASTER WILL COME ON A DAY HE HAS NOT FORESEEN, AND IN AN HOUR THAT HE DOES NOT KNOW, AND 181 HACK HIM TO BITS, APPOINTING FOR HIM THE INHERITANCE OF UNBELIEVERS. I WILL JUDGE YOU IN LINE WITH THE WAY THAT I FIND YOU. THAT SERVANT WHO KNEW THE WILL OF HIS LORD, YET FAILED TO GET THINGS READY FOR HIM, OR DID NOT DO ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, WILL BE BEATEN WITH MANY LASHES. HE WILL BE BEATEN WITH FEW WHO, THOUGH HAVING DONE THINGS THAT ARE WORTHY OF LASHES, DID NOT KNOW. MUCH WILL BE REQUIRED FROM ALL TO WHOM MUCH HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED; AND MUCH MORE WILL BE DEMANDED OF HIM TO WHOM MUCH HAS BEEN COMMITTED. JESUS BRINGS ABOUT A DIVISION (LUKE 12:49-59; GTH 10,16) GALILEE “I CAME TO SET THE WORLD ON FIRE, (AND INDEED) I HAVE. NOW BEHOLD, I AM GUARDING IT UNTIL IT BLAZES. HOW I WISH THAT IT WAS LIT ALREADY, BUT I HAVE A BAPTISM TO UNDERGO, AND HOW TROUBLED I AM UNTIL IT IS DONE! DO YOU THINK THAT I CAME TO PACIFY THE WORLD? PERHAPS PEOPLE THINK THAT I HAVE COME TO BRING THEM PEACE ON EARTH. I AM TELLING YOU NOT PEACE, BUT DIVISION. THEY ARE UNAWARE THAT IT IS INSTEAD DISCORD THAT I HAVE COME TO CAST UPON THE WORLD--FIRE, SWORD, AND WAR. AFTER ALL, FROM THIS TIME FORTH, IN A HOUSE OF FIVE, THERE WILL BE THREE AGAINST TWO AND TWO AGAINST THREE; A FATHER OPPOSING HIS SON AND A SON OPPOSING HIS FATHER, A MOTHER RESISTING A DAUGHTER, AND A DAUGHTER RESISTING A MOTHER, A MOTHER-IN-LAW VERSUS HER DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, AND A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW VERSUS HER MOTHER-IN-LAW, AND ALL OF THEM WILL STAND ALONE.” HE THEN EXPLAINED TO THE MULTITUDES, “WHEN YOU SEE A CLOUD RISING UP FROM THE WEST, IMMEDIATELY YOU SAY, ‘A STORM OF RAIN IS ON ITS WAY,’ AND EVEN SO IT COMES TO PASS. ALSO, WHEN A SOUTH WIND BLOWS, YOU SAY, ‘IT IS GOING TO BE A SCORCHER,’ AND SO IT GOES. YOU HYPOCRITES! YOU KNOW ENOUGH TO READ THE FACE OF EARTH AND SKY, SO WHY CAN’T YOU READ THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES? AND BESIDES ALL THAT, WHY IS IT THAT YOU FAIL TO DISCERN RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR YOURSELVES? FOR EVEN AS YOU ARE ON YOUR WAY TO THE RULER WITH YOUR ADVERSARY, YOU DILIGENTLY TRY TO FREE YOURSELF FOR FEAR THAT HE MIGHT DRAG YOU BEFORE THE JUDGE, AND THAT THE JUDGE MIGHT TURN YOU OVER TO THE JAILER, AND THAT THE JAILER MIGHT THROW YOU INTO PRISON. I AM TELLING YOU NOW THAT YOU WILL NOT GET OUT UNTIL YOU HAVE PAID BACK THE VERY LAST CENT.” 182 JESUS DEMANDS REPENTANCE (LUKE 13:1-9) GALILEE AND SOME PEOPLE WHO WERE THERE AT THE TIME WERE DISCUSSING WITH HIM THE TOPIC OF THE GALILEANS WHOSE BLOOD PILATE HAD MINGLED WITH THEIR SACRIFICES. AND JESUS SAID, “DO YOU IMAGINE THAT BECAUSE THESE PEOPLE SUFFERED SUCH THINGS, THESE MEN OF GALILEE WERE SINFUL BEYOND ALL OTHER GALILEANS? I AM TELLING YOU NO; BUT ALL OF YOU WILL COME TO THIS IF YOU SHOULD CHOOSE NOT TO REFORM. HOW ABOUT THOSE EIGHTEEN WHO WERE KILLED WHEN THE TOWER FELL ON THEM IN SILOAM? DO YOU IMAGINE THAT THEIR DEBT WAS BEYOND THAT OF OTHER MEN IN JERUSALEM? I AM TELLING YOU NO; BUT IF YOU SHOULD NOT REPENT, ALL OF YOU WILL END UP LIKE THAT.” AND HE SPOKE THIS PARABLE: “A CERTAIN MAN HAD A FIG TREE THAT WAS PLANTED IN HIS VINEYARD, AND CAME LOOKING FOR FRUIT THEREON BUT NEVER FOUND ANY, SO HE COMPLAINED TO THE VINEDRESSER, ‘BEHOLD, FOR THREE YEARS NOW I HAVE COME LOOKING FOR FRUIT ON THIS TREE AND HAVE NEVER FOUND ANY. CHOP IT DOWN! WHY MAKE FRUITLESS THE GROUND THAT IT USES?’ ‘SIR,’ RESPONDED THE VINEDRESSER, ‘LEAVE IT HERE FOR ONE MORE YEAR, SO THAT I MIGHT DIG AROUND IT, MIX IN SOME MANURE AND THEN SEE IF IT BEARS YOU ANY FRUIT. IF IT DOES NOT, THEN GO AHEAD AND CUT IT DOWN.’” PARABLE OF THE SOWER (MATT 13:1-9; MARK 4:1-9; LUKE 8:4-8) THE SEA OF GALILEE AND THAT DAY JESUS LEFT THE HOUSE AND STARTED TO TEACH AS HE SAT DOWN BY THE SEA. A GREAT MANY MULTITUDES WERE GATHERED AROUND HIM; AND THEY CAME TO HIM FROM THIS TOWN AND THAT. SO MUCH SO, AS A MATTER OF FACT, THAT HE GOT INTO THE BOAT AND SAT DOWN ON THE SEA, EVEN AS THE CROWD THAT HAD GATHERED THERE STOOD ON THE SHORE. AND HE BEGAN TO SPEAK TO THEM AGAIN AND TEACH THEM MANY THINGS IN PARABLES. AND AS HE WAS TEACHING THEM, HE SPOKE THIS PARABLE TO THEM, SAYING, “HEAR THIS! A SOWER WENT OUT TO SOW HIS SEED, TOOK A HANDFUL AND SCATTERED. AND IT HAPPENED THAT, AS HE SEEDED IT, SOME OF IT FELL ONTO THE ROAD, AND THE SEED GOT TRAMPLED DOWN. AND THE BIRDS CAME DOWN FROM THE SKY, GATHERED THEM (AND) ATE THEM UP. OTHERS FELL ONTO THE ROCK, (OR) STONY 183 GROUND WHERE THERE WAS NOT MUCH DIRT. THESE TOOK NEITHER ROOT IN THE EARTH, NOR DID THEY FORM ANY HEADS OF GRAIN. AND RIGHT AWAY (THEY ALL) CAME UP, FOR THE SOIL THERE WAS LACKING IN DEPTH. NOW AS SOON AS THEY SPRANG UP, THE SUN AROSE, AND THESE FOR THEIR LACK OF ROOT AND WANT OF MOISTURE, WERE SCORCHED, (AND THEY) WITHERED. OTHERS FELL AMID THE THORNS, AND THE THORNS COMING UP WITH THEM, CHOKED THE SEEDS, AND THE WORMS DEVOURED THEM, AND SO THEY DID NOT YIELD THEIR FRUIT. STILL OTHERS FELL ON FERTILE GROUND. THESE CAME UP, GREW LARGE, AND ALL OF THEM INDEED BORE FRUIT--SOME OF THEM A HUNDREDFOLD, SOME SIXTY, AND SOME THIRTY. (AGAIN,) ONE OF THEM BORE THIRTY-FOLD, ANOTHER ONE BORE SIXTY-FOLD, AND ANOTHER ONE A HUNDRED-FOLD.” AND HE CRIED OUT, “WHOEVER HAS EARS TO HEAR--LET HIM HEAR!” WHY JESUS USES PARABLES (MATT 13:10-23; MARK 4:10-20; LUKE 8:9-15; GTH 5, 7, 9, 41, 56, 62, 80/5 POXY 654; QUOTE BY CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, MISCELLANIES 5.10.63; QUOTE BY MACARIUS OF EGYPT, HOMILY 12.17) BESIDE THE SEA OF GALILEE AND WHEN JESUS WAS ALONE, THOSE WHO WERE AROUND HIM CAME UP TO HIM, ALONG WITH THE TWELVE DISCIPLES, AND ASKED HIM ABOUT THE PARABLE, “WHY DO YOU SPEAK TO THEM IN PARABLES?” (AND) “WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THIS PARABLE?” AND HE ANSWERED THEM, “WHOEVER HAS COME TO SEE THE WORLD HAS EXHUMED A CADAVER, AND OF THAT ONE WHO HAS UNCOVERED THE CORPSE, THE WORLD IS NOT WORTHY. I CLARIFY MY MYSTERIES TO THOSE <WHO ARE WORTHY> OF <MY> MYSTERIES. DO NOT LET YOUR LEFT HAND IN ON THE WORKINGS OF YOUR RIGHT. MY MYSTERY IS FOR ME TO SHARE WITH THE SONS OF MY HOUSE. I AM GIVING YOU SUCH AN INHERITANCE THAT NOTHING IN THIS WORLD CAN COMPARE WITH IT. TO YOU IT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO KNOW THE SECRETS OF THE HEAVENLY GOVERNANCE, (AND) THE MYSTERY OF GOD’S RULERSHIP, BUT TO THESE OTHERS IT HAS BEEN GIVEN ONLY IN PARABLES. FOR TO THESE THIS KNOWLEDGE HAS NOT BEEN GIVEN. NO, FOR OUTSIDERS, ALL THINGS ARE HIDDEN AWAY IN PARABLES, SO THAT IN SEEING THEY MAY SEE AND YET NEVER PERCEIVE, AND IN HEARING THEY MAY HEAR AND YET NEVER UNDERSTAND, LEST THEY SHOULD TURN AND BE FORGIVEN THEIR SINS.’ FOR IT WILL BE GIVEN TO THE ONE WHO HAS, AND HE WILL HAVE IT IN ABUNDANCE, AND 184 WHOEVER HAS NOTHING, EVEN WHAT HE DOES HAVE WILL BE TAKEN AWAY. THIS IS WHY I USE PARABLES WHEN I SPEAK TO THESE, FOR THOUGH THEY SEE, THEY DON’T PERCEIVE, AND THOUGH THEY HEAR THEY DON’T DISCERN, AND NEITHER DO THEY COMPREHEND.’ AND FULFILLED IN THEM IS THE PROPHECY OF ISAIAH, WHICH SAYS, ‘IN HEARING YOU WILL HEAR, AND WILL NEVER UNDERSTAND, AND IN SEEING YOU WILL SEE, AND NEVER WILL PERCEIVE. FOR THIS PEOPLE’S HEART HAS GROWN NUMB; THEY HEARD ONLY WEARILY WITH THEIR EARS, AND THEIR EYES THEY HAVE CLOSED, LEST WITH THEIR EYES THEY SHOULD SEE, AND WITH THEIR EARS THEY SHOULD HEAR, AND WITH THEIR HEARTS UNDERSTAND, THAT THEY MIGHT RETURN TO ME TO BE RESTORED.’ BUT JOYFUL ARE YOUR EYES THAT SEE, AND JOYFUL ARE YOUR EARS THAT HEAR, FOR TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU, THAT MANY PROPHETS AND RIGHTEOUS MEN WISHED TO SEE WHAT YOU NOW SEE, AND DID NOT SEE IT, AND TO HEAR WHAT YOU NOW HEAR, AND DID NOT HEAR IT.” THEN HE ASKED THEM, “IS THE MEANING OF THIS PARABLE LOST ON YOU? HOW THEN WILL YOU DECIPHER THE REST? I AM GOING TO GIVE YOU WHAT NO EYE HAS SEEN, WHAT NO EAR HAS HEARD, WHAT NO HAND HAS HANDLED, AND WHAT HAS NEVER RISEN IN THE HEARTS OF MEN. HEAR THEREFORE THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER. THE SEED STANDS FOR THE WORD OF GOD, SO WHAT THE SOWER SOWS IS THE WORD. NOW THOSE ON THE ROAD WHERE THE WORD IS SOWN ARE THOSE WHO HEAR. WHENEVER ANYONE HEARS THE WORD OF THE KINGDOM AND DOES NOT UNDERSTAND IT SATAN, THE DEVIL, THE EVIL ONE, COMES ALONG AND QUICKLY CAPTURES AND TAKES THE WORD THAT WAS SOWN IN THEIR HEARTS, LEST THROUGH THEIR BELIEF THEREIN THEY MIGHT BE SAVED. THIS IS THAT WHICH WAS SOWN ON THE ROAD. “AS FOR THOSE WHO WERE SOWN ON ROCK, THESE ARE THE ONES WHO ARE LIKEWISE SOWN ON ROCKY GROUND. THESE, THEREFORE, ARE THE ONES WHO HEAR THE WORD, AND UPON HEARING IT, IMMEDIATELY RECEIVE THE WORD WITH JOY. THEY ARE, NONETHELESS, NOT FIRMLY ROOTED IN THEMSELVES. THEY, BEING THE EPHEMERAL SORT, BELIEVE ONLY FOR A LITTLE WHILE, AND THEY QUICKLY LOSE THEIR FOOTING WHENEVER, FOR THE SAKE OF THE WORD, TRIAL OR PERSECUTION COMES, AND THEY THEREFORE FALL AWAY. “AND WHAT WAS CAST ONTO THORNS: THESE ARE THE ONES WHO HAVE BEEN SOWN TOWARD THORNY PLACES. AND EVEN THOUGH THEY HEAR THE WORD, THE AGE AND IT’S, WORRIES, THE DECEITFULNESS OF RICHES, AND THE CRAVINGS FOR OTHER THINGS ENTER IN AND CHOKE THE WORD, RENDERING IT UNFRUITFUL. AND 185 THOSE WHO HAVE HEARD, AND VENTURE FORTH THROUGH TROUBLES AND WEALTH, AND THE PLEASURES OF THIS LIFE, ARE STRANGLED, AND DO NOT COME TO THEIR FRUITION. “AND THAT WHICH IS SOWN ON FERTILE GROUND: THESE ARE THE ONES WHO, ONCE THEY HAVE BEEN SOWN, HEAR THE WORD, AND UPON HEARING THE WORD WITH A TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS HEART, UNDERSTAND IT, ACCEPT IT AND HOLD ON TO IT, AND BEAR THEIR FRUIT CONTINUOUSLY. SOME OF THEM A HUNDREDFOLD, SOME SIXTY, AND SOME THIRTY; ONE (INDEED) BEARS THIRTY-FOLD, ONE SIXTY, ONE A HUNDRED FOLD, AND ANOTHER ONE A HUNDRED AND TWENTY FOLD. AND HE ASKED THEM, “DOES ONE BRING OUT THE LAMP ONLY TO PLACE IT UNDER A JAR (OR) BENEATH THE COUCH? IS IT NOT MEANT TO BE PUT ON A STAND? NOBODY LIGHTS A LAMP AND COVERS IT UP WITH A VESSEL OR PUTS IT UNDER A COUCH. HE PUTS IT INSTEAD UPON A STAND, SO THAT THOSE WHO COME IN MIGHT SEE BY ITS LIGHT. KNOW WHAT IS BEFORE YOUR FACE, AND WHAT IS CONCEALED FROM YOU WILL BE REVEALED TO YOU. YOU SEE, NOTHING IS SO SECRET THAT IT WILL NOT SURFACE (AND) BE EXPOSED, NOR HIDDEN SO WELL, THAT IT WILL NOT BECOME OBVIOUS AND RECOGNIZED, AND (NOTHING IS) BURIED THAT WILL NOT BE <EXHUMED.> FOR THERE IS NOTHING THAT WAS CONCEALED THAT IS NOT MEANT TO BE REVEALED, NOR WAS ANYTHING KEPT HIDDEN BUT THAT IT SHOULD COME TO LIGHT. IF ANYONE HAS EARS THAT HEAR, LET HIM HEAR. “AND FOR THIS REASON,” JESUS ADVISED THEM, “CONSIDER CAREFULLY THE WAY THAT YOU HEAR. IT WILL BE MEASURED BACK OUT TO YOU IN LINE WITH THE WAY THAT YOU MEASURE, AND IT WILL BE ADDED TO THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE ABLE TO HEAR. MORE WILL BE GIVEN TO HIM WHO HAS SOMETHING IN HAND, BUT IT WILL BE TAKEN AWAY FROM HIM WHO APPEARS TO HAVE AND YET DOES NOT. THOSE WHO ARE HOLDING NOTHING WILL BE STRIPPED OF EVEN THE LITTLE THAT THEY HAVE.” THE WHEAT AND THE TARES (MATT 13:24-30; GTH 57) BESIDE THE SEA OF GALILEE AND HE SPOKE ANOTHER PARABLE TO THEM: “THE KINGDOM OF THE SKIES IS LIKE A MAN WHO HAD GOOD SEED, WHICH HE SOWED INTO HIS FIELD. HIS ENEMY CAME BY NIGHT AND PLANTED TARES AMONG THE WHEAT AND RAN AWAY WHILE THE MEN WERE ASLEEP. AND WHEN THE WHEAT SPRANG UP AND 186 YIELDED FRUIT, THE WEEDS APPEARED ALONG WITH IT. NOW THE MAN DID NOT LET THEM PULL UP THE TARES. THE SERVANTS OF THAT HOUSEHOLDER APPROACHED HIM AND ASKED, ‘SIR, DID YOU NOT SOW GOOD SEED IN YOUR FIELD? WHERE DID ALL OF THESE WEEDS COME FROM?’ ‘AN ENEMY HAS DONE THIS,’ HE ANSWERED. ‘WOULD YOU HAVE US GO AND PULL THEM OUT?’ THE SERVANTS ASKED. ‘NO,’ THE MAN REPLIED, ‘FOR IF YOU GO GATHERING UP THE TARES, YOU MIGHT UPROOT THE WHEAT WITH THEM. LET THE TWO GROW ALONGSIDE EACH OTHER UNTIL THE HARVEST, FOR AT THE TIME OF THE HARVEST, THE WEEDS WILL BE CONSPICUOUS, AND I WILL SAY TO THE REAPERS, “GATHER UP FIRST THE TARES AND TIE THEM INTO BUNDLES TO BURN, THEN GATHER THE WHEAT INTO MY BARN.”’” THE SEED GROWS BY ITSELF (MARK 4:26-29) BESIDE THE SEA OF GALILEE AND HE SAID, “THIS IS HOW GOD’S KINGDOM IS: IT IS AS THOUGH A MAN SHOULD CAST HIS SEED UPON THE GROUND, AND DAY AND NIGHT GO TO SLEEP AND RISE AGAIN. HE HAS NO IDEA HOW THE SEED SPRINGS UP OR GROWS; FOR THE EARTH BRINGS FORTH THE GRAIN BY ITSELF--FIRST A BLADE, THEN AN EAR, THEN THE GRAIN GROWS FULL WITHIN IT. NOW WHEN AT LAST THE GRAIN IS RIPE, THE HARVEST TIME HAS COME ABOUT, SO WITHOUT DELAY HE SENDS THE SICKLE.” THE MUSTARD SEED (MATT 13:31-32; MARK 4:30-32; GTH 20) BESIDE THE SEA OF GALILEE “TELL US WHAT THE KINGDOM OF THE SKIES IS LIKE,” THE DISCIPLES ASKED JESUS. AND HE SET ANOTHER PARABLE BEFORE THEM: “WHAT CAN WE LIKEN GOD’S KINGDOM TO, OR WHAT PARABLE CAN WE USE TO DESCRIBE IT? THE KINGDOM OF THE SKIES IS EVEN AS A MUSTARD GRAIN, WHICH A MAN TOOK AND SOWED IN HIS FIELD. AND WHEN IT IS CAST UPON THE EARTH, IT IS INDEED LESS THAN ANY OTHER SEED; BUT WHENEVER IT FALLS UPON (OR) IS PLANTED IN PREPARED SOIL, IT GROWS TO BECOME GREATER THAN ALL OTHER PLANTS. AND AFTER IT IS FULLY GROWN, IT BECOMES THE GREATEST OF HERBS, BECOMING A TREE, (AND) A SHELTER, PRODUCING LIMBS SO ENORMOUS THAT THE BIRDS OF THE SKY CAN REST UNDER THE SHADE (OF) ITS BRANCHES.” 187 THE WOMAN AND THE YEAST (MATT 13:33; GTH 96) BESIDE THE SEA OF GALILEE HE LAID ANOTHER PARABLE BEFORE THEM: “THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] HEAVENLY KINGDOM IS LIKE YEAST, OUT OF WHICH A WOMAN TOOK A SMALL AMOUNT AND HID IT IN THREE MEASURES OF MEAL UNTIL THE BATCH WAS THOROUGHLY LEAVENED. THEN SHE FORMED <THE DOUGH> INTO GIANT LOAVES. ANYONE HERE WITH EARS SHOULD HEAR! THE WOMAN AND HER JAR OF MEAL (GTH 97) BESIDE THE SEA OF GALILEE? “THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM IS LIKE A WOMAN WHO WAS CARRYING A FULL <JAR> OF MEAL. AS SHE WALKED ALONG <A> DISTANT ROAD, THE HANDLE OF THE JAR BROKE AND THE MEAL TRICKLED OUT BEHIND HER <ALONG> THE PATH. SHE DID NOT NOTICE IT AT THE TIME; BUT WAS UNAWARE OF HER MISFORTUNE. ONLY WHEN SHE HAD REACHED HER HOUSE, AND PUT DOWN THE JAR DID SHE LEARN THAT IT WAS EMPTY.” JESUS SPEAKS TO THE PEOPLE ONLY IN PARABLES (MATT 13:34-35) BESIDE THE SEA OF GALILEE? JESUS SPOKE ALL THESE THINGS TO THE PEOPLE IN THE LANGUAGE OF PARABLES, AND HE DID NOT SAY ANYTHING TO THEM EXCEPT THROUGH PARABLES, TO FULFILL WHAT WAS SPOKEN THROUGH THE PROPHET, “I WILL OPEN UP MY MOUTH IN PARABLES, PROCLAIMING THINGS HIDDEN FROM THE WORLD’S FOUNDATION.” JESUS EXPLAINS THE WHEAT AND THE TARES TO HIS DISCIPLES (MATT 13:36-43) IN A HOUSE WITH HIS DISCIPLES THEN JESUS LEFT THE CROWDS BEHIND AND ENTERED THE HOUSE. AND HIS FOLLOWERS APPROACHED HIM AND SAID, “EXPLAIN TO US THE PARABLE OF THE WEEDS IN THE FIELD.” AND HE ANSWERED THEM, “THE ONE WHO SOWS THE GOOD SEED IS THE SON OF MAN, THE FIELD IS THE WORLD, AND THE GOOD SEED ARE THE SONS OF THE KINGDOM. THE TARES ARE THE SONS OF THE EVIL ONE, AND THE DEVIL IS THE ENEMY THAT SOWED THEM. THE HARVEST IS THE END OF THE 188 AGE, AND THE REAPERS ARE THE ANGELS. SO EVEN AS THE TARES ARE GATHERED UP AND BURNED WITH FIRE, SO WILL IT BE AT THE CLOSE OF THIS AGE. THE SON OF MAN WILL SEND FORTH HIS ANGELS, AND THEY WILL GATHER OUT OF HIS KINGDOM EVERYTHING THAT STANDS AGAINST IT, ALONG WITH THOSE WHO COMMIT LAWLESS ACTS, AND TOSS THEM INTO THE BLAZING FURNACE WHERE THERE WILL BE WEEPING AND GRINDING OF TEETH. THEN THE RIGHTEOUS ONES WILL SHINE LIKE THE SUN IN THE KINGDOM OF THEIR FATHER [STEPHEN]. WHOEVER HAS EARS THAT CAN HEAR, LET HIM HEAR. TREASURE HIDDEN IN THE FIELD (MATT 13:44; GTH 109; QUOTE BY CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, HOMILIES 3.71.3) IN A HOUSE WITH THE DISCIPLES “AGAIN, THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM IS LIKE SOMEONE WHO HAD A TREASURE HIDDEN IN HIS FIELD BUT KNEW NOTHING ABOUT IT. <WHEN> HE DIED HE LEFT IT TO HIS <SON.> THE SON KNEW <NOTHING> ABOUT IT EITHER. HE TOOK POSSESSION OF THE FIELD AND SOLD IT--A MAN THEN FOUND THE TREASURE AND HID IT, AND HE JOYFULLY WENT AND SOLD ALL THAT HE HAD, AND BOUGHT THAT FIELD. THE BUYER WENT PLOWING, <UNCOVERED> THE TREASURE, AND STARTED LENDING MONEY AT INTEREST TO WHOMEVER HE PLEASED.” (THE WORD THAT WAS GIVEN FREELY MUST NEVER BE SOLD.) THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE (MATT 13:45-46; GTH 76) IN A HOUSE WITH THE DISCIPLES “AGAIN, THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] HEAVENLY KINGDOM IS LIKE A BUSINESSMAN WHO HAD A SUPPLY OF MERCHANDISE (AND) WAS IN SEARCH OF QUALITY PEARLS. THAT DEALER WAS WISE; HE FOUND ONE PEARL THAT WAS ESPECIALLY PRECIOUS AND WENT AND SOLD ALL OF HIS GOODS AND BOUGHT THAT SINGULAR PEARL FOR HIMSELF. AND SO, IT GOES FOR YOU AS WELL, LOOK FOR HIS RELIABLE AND ENDURING TREASURE WHERE NO MOTH DEVOURS AND NO WORM DESTROYS.” THE LARGE FISH (GTH 8) IN A HOUSE WITH THE DISCIPLES? AND HE SAID, “THE TRUE HUMAN IS LIKE A WISE FISHERMAN WHO CAST HIS NET INTO THE SEA AND PULLED IT OUT FULL OF LITTLE FISH. THE DISCERNING FISHERMAN SPOTTED A LARGE, CHOICE FISH AMONG THEM. HE THREW ALL OF THE 189 SMALLER ONES BACK INTO THE WATER, AND HAD NO TROUBLE IN CHOOSING THE LARGE. ANYONE HERE WITH TWO GOOD EARS SHOULD HEAR! THE TWO KINDS OF FISH (MATT 13:47-50) IN A HOUSE WITH THE DISCIPLES “AGAIN, THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM IS LIKE A NET THAT WAS CAST INTO THE SEA AND WHICH TOOK OF EVERY KIND. AND WHEN IT WAS FULL, MEN DRAGGED IT ASHORE. THEN THEY SAT DOWN, GATHERING THE GOOD ONES INTO BASKETS AND CASTING THE BAD ONES ASIDE. THAT IS HOW THINGS WILL COME ABOUT AT THE END OF THE AGE. THE ANGELS WILL COME AND SEVER THE WICKED FROM AMONG THE RIGHTEOUS AND HURL THEM INTO THE FLAMING FURNACE, WHERE IT WILL BE ALL WEEPING AND GRINDING OF TEETH.” CLOSING PARABLES (MATT 13:51-53; MARK 4:33-34; CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, HOMILIES 8.7) IN A HOUSE WITH THE DISCIPLES JESUS ASKED THEM, “ARE ALL THESE THINGS NOW CLEAR TO YOU?” “YES, THEY ARE,” THEY ANSWERED HIM. “FOR THIS REASON,” HE EXPLAINED, “EVERY SCRIBE WHO HAS BEEN INITIATED INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE A HOMEOWNER WHO BRINGS OUT OF HIS STOREHOUSE THINGS THAT ARE BOTH NEW AND OLD. SOMEONE IS COUNTED RICH IN GOD WHEN THEY RECOGNIZE THAT THE ANCIENT THINGS OF AGES PAST ARE WHAT IS ‘NEW,’ AND THAT WHAT IS ‘NEW’ IS REALLY ‘OLD.’” AND AS FAR AS THEY WERE ABLE TO HEAR, HE SPOKE THE WORD TO THEM USING MANY SUCH PARABLES; AND HE SPOKE NOTHING TO THEM EXCEPT THROUGH PARABLES, BUT WHEN HE WAS ALONE WITH HIS DISCIPLES, HE WOULD WORK THEM ALL OUT FOR THEM. AND SO IT HAPPENED THAT, AFTER HE HAD FINISHED SPEAKING THESE PARABLES, JESUS MOVED ON. THE WINDS AND THE WAVES OBEY JESUS (MATT 8:18, 23-27; MARK 4:35-41; LUKE 8:22-25; ACA&M 8) BY AND UPON THE SEA OF GALILEE MY CHILDREN, WHO HAVE GIVEN YOUR LIVES OVER TO THE LORD, HAVE NO FEAR, BECAUSE THE LORD WILL NEVER FORSAKE US. AT THAT TIME WE WERE ALONE WITH OUR LORD. NOW ON THAT DAY, WHEN EVENING HAD COME, IT HAPPENED THAT JESUS SAW GREAT MASSES GATHERED AROUND HIM. HE THEN 190 GAVE ORDERS TO TRAVEL ON TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE LAKE, SAYING TO [US], “LET US PASS TO THE FURTHER SHORE.” AND [WE] TOOK HIM INTO THE BOAT AS HE WAS, LEAVING THE CROWDS BEHIND [US] THERE. AND AFTER HE HAD CLIMBED ABOARD, WE DISCIPLES FOLLOWED AFTER HIM, AND THEN [WE] SHOVED OFF. (AND THERE WERE ALSO OTHER SMALL BOATS WITH HIM.) AND WHILE HE WAS ON BOARD, HE QUIETLY LIED DOWN IN ORDER TO TEST US, AND FELL INTO A DEEP SLEEP AS [WE] SAILED ALONG, THOUGH HE WAS NOT TRULY ASLEEP. AND BEHOLD, A GREAT, TEMPESTUOUS WINDSTORM ROSE UP IN THE SEA, AND BORE DOWN UPON IT. AND THE SEA BECAME SO ROUGH THAT THE WAVES WERE POUNDING AGAINST THE BOAT (AND) TOWERING OVER THE SAIL OF THE SHIP, SUCH THAT IT WAS BEING FILLED. AND BY THAT TIME IT WAS ALMOST FULL AND THEY WERE ALL IN MORTAL DANGER, BUT HE WAS SLEEPING ON A PILLOW DOWN IN THE STERN. AND [WE], HIS DISCIPLES, CAME UP TO HIM SAYING, “MASTER, MASTER, WE ARE ALL ABOUT TO DIE! LORD, SAVE US! WE ARE PERISHING! TEACHER, DO YOU NOT CARE IF WE ALL DIE?” AND SEEING THAT WE WERE TERRIFIED, HE WOKE RIGHT UP AND QUESTIONED [US], “OH YOU LIMITED OF FAITH, TELL ME WHY YOU’RE SO AFRAID?” THEN HE STOOD TO HIS FEET, AND REPROVED THE WINDS AND COMMANDED THE RAGING WATERS OF THE SEA, “BE SILENT AND STILL!” THE WAVES SUBSIDED AND THE WIND WAS LULLED, AND A GREAT CALM SETTLED IN. (ALL THINGS ARE OBEDIENT TO HIM, YOU SEE, FOR THEY ARE ALL HIS HANDIWORK.) “WHY ARE YOU SO FULL OF FEAR?” HE DEMANDED. “HOW HAVE YOU COME TO SUCH UNBELIEF? WHERE IS YOUR FAITH?” AND THE MEN, PARALYZED WITH FEAR, SAID TO EACH OTHER IN UTTER ASTONISHMENT, “WHO CAN THIS BE? FROM WHERE IS THIS MAN THAT HE EVEN COMMANDS THE WINDS AND THE WAVES AND THEY OBEY HIM?” AND FOR THIS REASON, MY CHILDREN, DO NOT EVER BE AFRAID, FOR THE LORD JESUS WILL NEVER FORSAKE US. HEALING THE DEMONIAC (MATT 8:28-34; MARK 5:1-20; LUKE 8:26-39) EASTERN SHORE OF THE SEA OF GALILEE AND HE SAILED DOWN (WITH) [THEM] TO THE REGION OF THE GADARENES AND CAME TO LAND ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SEA, TO THE PLACE THAT WAS OPPOSITE GALILEE. AND TWO DEMONIACS WHO WERE SO VIOLENT THAT NO ONE WAS ABLE TO PASS THAT WAY, CAME OUT FROM AMONG THE TOMBS AND CONFRONTED HIM. WHEN JESUS HAD COME OUT OF THE BOAT (AND) STEPPED 191 ASHORE, HE WAS MET BY (ONE OF) THE DEMON-POSSESSED, FILTHY SPIRITED [MEN] WHO HAD COME OUT FROM THAT TOWN’S CEMETERY TO WITHSTAND HIM. THIS MAN HAD WORN NO CLOTHES FOR A LONG TIME NOW, NOR HAD HE LIVED IN ANY HOUSE, BUT ONLY THERE AMONG THE TOMBS. THE DEMON HAD TAKEN CONTROL OF HIM ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS, AND NO ONE WAS ABLE TO KEEP HIM TIED DOWN ANY LONGER, EVEN WITH A CHAIN. HE HAD BEEN SHACKLED MANY TIMES, YOU SEE, AND IN SPITE OF BEING BOUND-UP HAND AND FOOT, AND CONSTANTLY KEPT UNDER WATCH, HE STILL MANAGED TO SHATTER HIS CHAINS AND DEMOLISH HIS FOOT IRONS AND BE DRIVEN BY THE DEMON INTO DESOLATE PLACES. THERE WAS NO ONE STRONG ENOUGH TO OVERPOWER HIM, AND HE WOULD CRY OUT DAY AND NIGHT AMID THE TOMBS AND HILLS, AND MUTILATE HIMSELF WITH ROCKS. AS SOON AS HE SAW JESUS FROM AFAR, HE RAN UP TO HIM, FELL TO HIS KNEES BEFORE HIM, (AND) SHOUTED OUT AS LOUD AS HE COULD, “TELL ME WHAT YOU WANT FROM ME, JESUS, SON OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]! I BEG YOU, PLEASE, DO NOT HURT ME! SWEAR TO GOD THAT YOU WON’T TORMENT ME!” JESUS, YOU SEE, HAD ORDERED THE FILTHY SPIRIT TO LEAVE THE MAN, SAYING TO HIM, “YOU, UNCLEAN SPIRIT, COME OUT OF HIM!” “WHAT IS YOUR NAME?” JESUS DEMANDED. “LEGION,” THE MAN REPLIED, “FOR WE ARE MANY.” MULTITUDES OF DEMONS, YOU SEE, HAD ENTERED INTO HIM. “SON OF GOD,” THEY ALL CRIED OUT, “TELL US WHAT YOU WANT FROM US! HAVE YOU COME TO TORMENT US BEFORE THE TIME?” NOW HE (AND) THE DEMONS PLEADED PERSISTENTLY WITH JESUS NOT TO CAST THEM OUT (AND) MAKE THEM GO DOWN TO THE ABYSS. A SHORT DISTANCE AWAY FROM THEM, ON THE SLOPE OF A NEARBY HILL, A GIANT HERD OF PIGS WAS FEEDING. THE DEMONS BEGGED JESUS TO LET THEM GO INTO THE SWINE, (SAYING,) “IF YOU FORCE US OUT, THEN SEND US TO THAT HERD OF PIGS, AND LET US ENTER INTO THEM.” AND JESUS AGREED, SAYING, “GO AHEAD!” SO, WHEN THE EVIL SPIRITS LEFT THE MAN, THEY ALL WENT INTO THE PIGS, AND THE ENTIRE HERD--NEARLY TWO THOUSAND IN NUMBER--RACED DOWN THE STEEP EMBANKMENT INTO THE SEA WHERE, DROWNING IN THE WATER, THEY DIED. WHEN THE HERDSMEN SAW WHAT HAD BEEN DONE, THEY DASHED INTO THE CITY AND THROUGH THE COUNTRYSIDE PROCLAIMING ALL THAT THEY HAD SEEN-- INCLUDING WHAT HAD BECOME OF THE DEMONIACS. AND THE WHOLE TOWN 192 WENT OUT TO MEET HIM, (AND) TO SEE ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED. AND WHEN THEY CAME TO HIM AND SAW HIM THERE, THEY FOUND THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN POSSESSED, (BUT) FROM WHOM THE LEGION OF DEMONS HAD FLED, SITTING AT THE FEET OF JESUS, FULLY DRESSED AND SOUND OF MIND; AND ALL OF THEM WERE PETRIFIED. THOSE WHO HAD SEEN THE EVENT EXPLAINED TO THE PEOPLE WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO THE DEMON-POSSESSED MAN; HOW [HE] HAD BEEN HEALED, AND ABOUT THE SWINE AS WELL. THEN EVERYONE IN THE REGION OF THE GERASENES STARTED BEGGING JESUS TO LEAVE THEIR PRESENCE (AND) THEIR LAND, FOR ALL OF THEM WERE TERRIFIED. SO, JESUS WENT ABOARD THE BOAT, AND AS HE WAS CLIMBING IN, THE MAN WHO WAS FORMERLY POSSESSED BY DEMONS ASKED IF HE MIGHT TRAVEL ON WITH HIM. JESUS WOULD NOT LET HIM COME, BUT SENT HIM AWAY, SAYING, “GO BACK HOME TO YOUR FAMILY AND LET THEM KNOW HOW MUCH THE LORD GOD HAS DONE FOR YOU, (AND) THE KINDNESS HE HAS SHOWN TO YOU,” THEN HE SHOVED OFF. SO THE MAN WENT INTO TOWN, (AND) ON TO THE DECAPOLIS AND BEGAN TO PROCLAIM WHAT A MARVELOUS THING THAT THE LORD HAD DONE FOR HIM, AND THEY WERE ALL ASTONISHED. THE FEAST AT LEVI’S (MATT 9:11-13; MARK 5:21, 2:15-17; LUKE 8:40/5:29-32; BARNABAS 5:9) CAPERNAUM NOW WHEN JESUS HAD ONCE AGAIN CROSSED OVER AND RETURNED TO THE OTHER SHORE OF THE LAKE, A LARGE CROWD GREETED HIM, AND SURROUNDED HIM, FOR THEY HAD ALL BEEN AWAITING HIM. A GREAT THRONG GATHERED AROUND HIM AND HE STARTED TEACHING THEM. THEN LEVI HELD A FEAST FOR JESUS AT HIS HOME. AS JESUS WAS EATING AT LEVI’S HOUSE, LARGE NUMBERS OF TAX-COLLECTORS AND “SINNERS” AND OTHERS CAME AROUND (AND) DINED WITH HIM AND HIS DISCIPLES. (MANY, YOU SEE, HAD FOLLOWED HIM THERE.) BUT THE PHARISEES AND THEIR SCRIBES, SAW THAT HE WAS EATING WITH “SINNERS” AND TAX-COLLECTORS. THEY GRUMBLED TO HIS STUDENTS, DEMANDING, “WHY DO YOU (AND) YOUR MASTER EAT AND DRINK WITH TAXCOLLECTORS AND ‘SINNERS?’” WHEN JESUS HEARD THEM (ASKING) THIS, HE ANSWERED THEM, “IT IS NOT THE HEALTHY WHO NEED A DOCTOR, BUT THOSE WHO ARE ILL. YOU OUGHT TO GO AND LEARN WHAT IT MEANS TO SAY ‘I LONG FOR 193 MERCY, AND NOT SACRIFICE.’ IT IS NOT THE RIGHTEOUS, YOU SEE, BUT THE UNRIGHTEOUS INSTEAD THAT I HAVE COME TO CALL TO REPENTANCE.” (AND IT WAS IN HIS CHOICE OF THE APOSTLES THAT HE TRULY SHOWED HE WAS THE SON OF GOD, FOR THE ONES THAT HE SELECTED WERE ‘SINFUL’ ABOVE ALL OTHERS, WHICH WAS PROOF THAT HE CAME TO CALL ‘SINNERS’ TO REPENTANCE, AND NOT SAINTS.) JOHN’S FOLLOWERS QUESTION JESUS (MATT 9:14-17; MARK 2:18-22; LUKE 5:33-39; GTH 104) CAPERNAUM(?) THE FOLLOWERS OF JOHN WERE FASTING, AS WERE THE PHARISEES. AT THAT TIME, SOME OF JOHN’S STUDENTS APPROACHED JESUS AND ASKED, “WHY IS IT THAT WE, THE FOLLOWERS OF JOHN, FAST AND PRAY ALL THE TIME, AS DO THE DISCIPLES OF THE PHARISEES, BUT YOUR DISCIPLES NEVER DO. TO THE CONTRARY, THEY ARE ALWAYS EATING AND DRINKING?” “CAN YOU COMPEL THE GUESTS OF THE BRIDEGROOM TO FAST WHILE HE IS YET WITH THEM?” JESUS REPLIED. “HOW IS IT EVEN POSSIBLE FOR THE BRIDEGROOM’S GUESTS TO FAST (AND) MOURN WHILE HE IS THERE? THEY CANNOT SO LONG AS THE BRIDEGROOM REMAINS. BUT THE TIME IS APPROACHING WHEN THE GROOM WILL BE TAKEN FROM THEM--THEN WILL BEGIN THEIR DAY OF FASTING. THEIR ‘FAST,’ THEREFORE, WILL BE IN THOSE DAYS.” “COME NOW,” THEY URGED HIM, “LET US ALL FAST AND PRAY.” “FOR WHAT REASON?” ASKED JESUS. “WHAT OFFENSE HAVE I COMMITTED, OR IN WHAT WAY HAVE I BEEN OVERCOME? AFTER THE GROOM HAS LEFT THE BRIDAL CHAMBER, THEN THE PEOPLE CAN FAST AND PRAY.” THEN HE SPOKE THIS PARABLE TO THEM: “NO ONE RIPS A PIECE OFF OF NEW CLOTHING AND SEWS THE NEW PATCH ONTO OLD. IF HE SHOULD, THE NEWER PIECE WOULD SHRINK, TEARING THE OLDER CLOTHING EVEN FURTHER; HE WILL HAVE RIPPED THE NEW GARMENT ALL THE MORE, AND THE NEW PORTION WOULD NO LONGER FIT THE OLD. AND NO MEN POUR FRESH WINE INTO USED WINESKINS, EITHER. IF THEY SHOULD, THE FRESH WINE WOULD POP THE SKINS, AND THE WINE WOULD FLOW RIGHT OUT, AND THE WINE AND THE SKINS WOULD BE DESTROYED. NO, FRESH WINE HAS TO BE PUT INTO NEW WINESKINS! THEY (THEREFORE) PUT IT IN THE NEW, THAT WAY THEY ARE BOTH PRESERVED. ALSO, AFTER DRINKING THE OLD WINE, NO ONE EVER WANTS THE NEW, FOR THEY HOLD THAT THE OLDER IS THE BETTER.” 194 THE RAISING OF JAIRUS’ DAUGHTER; THE HEALING OF THE BLEEDING WOMAN (MATT 9:18-26; MARK 5:22-43; LUKE 8:41-56) CAPERNAUM AT THAT MOMENT, EVEN AS HE WAS SAYING THESE THINGS, ONE OF THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, A MAN NAMED JAIRUS, CAME IN. AND AS SOON AS HE SAW JESUS THERE, HE WENT UP TO HIM AND KNELT BEFORE HIM. AND HE FELL DOWN AT HIS FEET AND SOLEMNLY BEGGED JESUS TO GO TO HIS HOUSE BECAUSE HIS ONLY DAUGHTER, A TWELVE YEAR OLD, GIRL, WAS NEAR TO DEATH. “MY DAUGHTER IS IN THE THROES OF DEATH, (AND BY NOW) HAS PASSED AWAY. BUT KINDLY COME AND PLACE YOUR HANDS ON HER, THAT SHE MIGHT RECEIVE HER HEALING, AND SHE WILL LIVE.” SO, JESUS AND HIS FOLLOWERS GOT UP AND WENT WITH HIM. AND AS HE WAS ON HIS WAY, A GREAT CROWD FOLLOWED AFTER HIM, SQUEEZING HIM ALMOST TO THE POINT OF CRUSHING HIM. AND THERE WAS THIS WOMAN THERE WHO, FOR TWELVE YEARS HAD BEEN THE VICTIM OF BLEEDING, YET NO ONE HAD BEEN ABLE TO CURE HER. SHE HAD SUFFERED A GREAT DEAL, WHILE UNDER THE CARE OF MANY PHYSICIANS, AND HAD SPENT ALL THAT SHE HAD ON DOCTORS; BUT RATHER THAN GETTING ANY BETTER, SHE HAD ONLY GOTTEN WORSE. AND WHEN SHE CAME TO HEAR OF JESUS, SHE SAID IN HER HEART, “IF I WERE TO BUT TOUCH HIS CLOTHES, I WOULD BE HEALED!” SO RIGHT AWAY SHE SNUCK UP BEHIND HIM AND TOUCHED THE HEM OF HIS ROBE, AND IN THAT INSTANT THE WOMAN WAS HEALED. HER BLEEDING STOPPED, AND SHE PERCEIVED WITHIN HERSELF THAT SHE’D BEEN DELIVERED FROM HER SUFFERING. JESUS IMMEDIATELY SENSED POWER FLOWING OUT OF HIM, SO HE TURNED AROUND AMID THE CROWD, ASKING, “WHO WAS IT THAT TOUCHED MY CLOTHES?” “YOU SEE ALL OF THESE PEOPLE THRONGING YOU,” HIS STUDENTS REPLIED, “AND YET YOU ASK, ‘WHO TOUCHED ME?’” BUT HE KEPT ON LOOKING TO SEE WHO IT WAS. “WHO HAS TOUCHED ME?” HE DEMANDED. WHEN EVERYONE THERE DENIED IT, PETER RESPONDED, “TEACHER, THE PEOPLE ARE SWARMING ALL AROUND YOU AND SHOVING UP AGAINST YOU.” BUT JESUS ANSWERED HIM, “SOMEONE HERE HAS TOUCHED ME, THOUGH. I AM SURE THAT POWER HAS FLOWED FROM ME!” JESUS TURNED AROUND AND LOOKED AT HER. THEN THE WOMAN, REALIZING WHAT HAD CHANGED WITHIN HER AND SEEING THAT SHE COULD NOT HIDE, CAME AND FELL AT HIS FEET TREMBLING WITH FEAR. AND SHE CONFESSED THE TRUTH 195 BEFORE THEM ALL; HER REASON FOR TOUCHING HIM AND HOW SHE HAD BEEN SO QUICKLY CURED. “TAKE HEART, MY DAUGHTER,” HE ASSURED HER, “WHAT HEALED YOU WAS YOUR FAITH. GO PEACEFULLY ALONG YOUR WAY AND BE FREE OF YOUR AFFLICTION.” AND EVEN AS JESUS WAS SPEAKING, A CERTAIN MAN CAME (WITH) SOME FROM THE HOUSE OF JAIRUS, A RULER OF THE SYNAGOGUE. “YOUR DAUGHTER’S DEAD!” THE MAN DECLARED. “DO NOT CONTINUE TO TROUBLE THIS TEACHER, (FOR) IT WILL DO YOU NO GOOD.” WHEN JESUS HEARD THIS, HE IGNORED THEIR WORDS AND COUNSELED JAIRUS, THE RULER OF THE SYNAGOGUE: “HAVE NO FEAR, FOR IF YOU WOULD JUST BELIEVE, THEN YOUR DAUGHTER WOULD BE HEALED.” HE ALLOWED ONLY PETER, JAMES, AND HIS BROTHER JOHN TO FOLLOW HIM. WHEN HE GOT TO THE HOME OF JAIRUS, THE SYNAGOGUE RULER, JESUS SAW THE PEOPLE IN AN UPROAR, CRYING OUT AND LAMENTING, MOURNING FOR HER AS LOUD AS THEY COULD. AT THAT POINT, HE WENT INSIDE, ALLOWING NONE BUT PETER, JOHN AND JAMES TO GO IN WITH HIM, ALONG WITH THE FATHER AND MOTHER OF THE GIRL. WHEN JESUS ENTERED THE RULER’S HOUSE, HE SAW THE FLUTISTS AND THE DISORDERLY CROWD AND QUESTIONED THEM, “WHY ALL THIS LAMENTATION AND COMMOTION? GET OUT! ENOUGH WITH ALL OF YOUR WEEPING. THIS CHILD IS NOT DEAD, BUT ONLY SLEEPING.” STILL, SURE THAT SHE WAS DEAD ALREADY, THEY ALL SIMPLY LAUGHED AT HIM. BUT AFTER USHERING THESE PEOPLE OUT, HE TOOK THE FATHER AND MOTHER OF THE GIRL, ALONG WITH THE DISCIPLES WHO WERE WITH HIM, AND WENT IN TO WHERE THE YOUNG CHILD WAS. HE TOOK THE YOUNG GIRL BY HER HAND AND SAID, “TALITHA KOUM!” WHICH TRANSLATES AS, “I SAY YOUNG WOMAN, RISE UP NOW!” THEN HER SPIRIT WAS RESTORED AND SHE IMMEDIATELY GOT UP AND STARTED WALKING AROUND. THIS UTTERLY ASTOUNDED THEM, AND HE SOLEMNLY BOUND THEM NOT TO TELL ANYONE WHAT HAD HAPPENED, (NOR) TO ALLOW ANYONE TO FIND OUT ABOUT IT. THEN HE HAD THEM GIVE HER SOMETHING TO EAT. JESUS HEALS THE TWO BLIND MEN (MATT 9:27-34) CAPERNAUM? AND AS JESUS MOVED ON FROM THERE, TWO BLIND MEN FOLLOWED AFTER HIM, CRYING OUT, “SON OF DAVID, HAVE MERCY ON US.” WHEN HE GOT TO THE HOUSE, THE SIGHTLESS MEN CAME UP TO HIM. “DO YOU BELIEVE THAT I CAN DO THIS?” HE ASKED THEM. “YES LORD,” THEY ANSWERED. THEN HE TOUCHED 196 THEIR EYES AND SAID, “LET IT BE TO YOU AS YOU BELIEVED,” AND THEIR EYES WERE OPENED. THEN JESUS ORDERED THEM STERNLY, “SEE THAT NO ONE HEARS OF THIS.” BUT THEY WENT RIGHT OUT AND SPREAD HIS NAME THROUGHOUT THE LAND. AND BEHOLD, EVEN AS THEY WERE LEAVING, THEY BROUGHT A SPEECHLESS, DEMON-POSSESSED MAN OVER TO HIM. AFTER THE DEMON HAD BEEN CAST OUT, THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN MUTE BEGAN TO SPEAK, AND THE PEOPLE CRIED OUT IN ASTONISHMENT, “NEVER HAS THIS BEEN SEEN IN ISRAEL!” “IT IS ONLY THROUGH THE LORD OF DEMONS,” THE PHARISEES CONTENDED, “THAT THIS MAN IS OUSTING DEMONS.” JESUS “DISHONORED IN HIS OWN HOUSE” (MATT 13:54-58; MARK 6:1-6) NAZARETH JESUS LEFT THAT REGION FOR HIS OWN, AND HIS STUDENTS FOLLOWED HIM. HE ARRIVED IN HIS HOMETOWN, AND WHEN THE SABBATH CAME AROUND, JESUS STARTED TEACHING THE PEOPLE IN THEIR SYNAGOGUE. AND MANY OF THOSE WHO HEARD HIM THERE WERE AMAZED, ASKING, “WHERE DID THIS MAN LEARN ALL THIS? WHAT KIND OF WISDOM IS THIS THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO HIM THAT HE DOES SUCH MARVELS? IS THIS NOT THE CARPENTER, THE SON OF THE CARPENTER, (AND) OF MARY? HIS MOTHER’S NAME IS MARY, RIGHT? ARE NOT JAMES, JOSEPH, JUDAS AND SIMON HIS BROTHERS? ARE NOT HIS SISTERS HERE WITH US?” AND THEY ALL TOOK OFFENSE AT HIM. BUT JESUS INFORMED THEM, “A PROPHET ONLY LACKS HONOR IN HIS OWN HOMETOWN, IN HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD, AND IN HIS OWN FAMILY.” HE WAS UNABLE TO WORK ANY WONDERS THERE, EXCEPT TO LAY HIS HANDS UPON AND HEAL A FEW OF THE SICK. AND HE WAS ASTOUNDED BY THEIR LACK OF FAITH; AND IT WAS OWING TO THEIR UNBELIEF THAT HE DID NOT PERFORM A GREAT MANY WONDERS IN THAT PLACE. JESUS IN THE GENTILE TEMPLE (ACA&M 12-15) NAZARETH? JERUSALEM? HEBRON? (ANDREW SAID,) “AS WE, THE TWELVE DISCIPLES, WERE ENTERING INTO A GENTILE TEMPLE WITH OUR LORD, THAT HE MIGHT MAKE PLAIN TO US THE IGNORANCE OF THE DEVIL, IT HAPPENED THAT THE CHIEF PRIESTS, SEEING US FOLLOWING AFTER JESUS, CHIDED US, ‘OH YOU WRETCHES, WHY DO YOU WALK WITH THE ONE WHO SAYS THAT HE’S THE SON OF GOD? ARE YOU TRYING TO SAY 197 THAT GOD HAS A SON? WHICH OF YOU HAS EVER SEEN GOD IN THE PRESENCE OF A WOMAN? IS NOT THIS THE SON OF JOSEPH THE CARPENTER, AND IS NOT MARY HIS MOTHER. ARE NOT JAMES AND SIMON HIS BROTHERS?’ AND WHEN WE HEARD THESE WORDS, OUR HEARTS ALL SANK. AND JESUS, KNOWING THAT OUR HEARTS WERE GIVING WAY, TOOK US ASIDE TO A SECLUDED SPOT, AND PERFORMED AMAZING MIRACLES BEFORE US THERE, SHOWING HIS GODHEAD TO US ALL. THEN WE APPEALED TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS, SAYING, ‘YOU MUST ALSO COME AND SEE--FOR HE HAS PERSUADED US.’ “AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS FOLLOWED US. NOW AFTER WE HAD ENTERED INTO THE GENTILE TEMPLE, JESUS BROUGHT THE HEAVENS INTO VIEW, TO ASSURE US THAT THESE THINGS WERE TRUE. (NOW THIRTY MEN FROM THE PEOPLE WENT IN WITH US, ATTENDED BY FOUR OF THE CHIEF PRIESTS.) AND JESUS, LOOKING OVER THE RIGHT AND LEFT HAND SIDES OF THE TEMPLE, CAUGHT SIGHT OF TWO SCULPTED SPHINXES, ONE TO THE RIGHT AND THE OTHER TO THE LEFT. AND TURNING TO US, JESUS SAID, ‘BEHOLD, THIS IS LIKE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, FOR THESE ARE EVEN AS THE CHERUBIM AND SERAPHIM ARE IN HEAVEN.’ THEN HE LOOKED AT THE SPHINX ON THE RIGHT, AND SAID, ‘I SAY TO YOU, IMAGE OF WHAT IS IN HEAVEN--THAT WHICH THE HANDS OF ARTISANS HAVE SCULPTED--LEAVE YOUR PLACE, AND COME DOWN TO GIVE ANSWER TO THE HIGH-RANKING PRIESTS, AND CONVICT THEM, AND REVEAL TO THEM WHETHER I AM TRULY GOD, OR JUST A MAN.’ “AND AT THAT MOMENT THE SPHINX GOT UP FROM ITS SPOT, AND IN A HUMAN VOICE PROCLAIMED TO THEM, ‘OH YOU SENSELESS SONS OF ISRAEL! NOT ONLY HAVE THESE PEOPLE NOT BEEN CONTENT WITH THE BLINDING OF THEIR HEARTS, BUT THEY LONG FOR OTHERS TO BE BLIND LIKE THEM, WHO ASCRIBE HUMAN QUALITIES TO GOD. FIRST OF ALL, GOD MADE MAN AND BREATHED HIS BREATH INTO ALL THAT LIVE, GIVING MOVEMENT TO WHAT HAD NEVER MOVED. HE IS THE ONE WHO SUMMONED ABRAHAM, CHERISHED HIS SON ISAAC, AND BROUGHT HIS BELOVED JACOB BACK INTO HIS LAND, AND REVEALED HIMSELF TO HIM IN THE WILDERNESS, AND MADE MANY GREAT THINGS FOR HIM. IT WAS HE WHO LED THEM FORTH AND GAVE THEM WATER GUSHING FROM A ROCK. HE IS THE JUDGE OF THE LIVING AND THE DEAD. HE IS THE ONE WHO PREPARES GREAT BLESSINGS FOR THOSE WHO OBEY HIM, AND DEVISES PUNISHMENTS FOR THOSE WHO DON’T. SO, DO NOT THINK OF ME AS SOME MERE IDOL THAT CAN BE HANDLED; FOR INDEED I SAY TO YOU, THAT THE TEMPLES ARE BETTER THAN YOUR 198 SYNAGOGUES. BECAUSE EVEN THOUGH WE ARE BUT STONES, THE PRIESTS THEMSELVES HAVE CALLED US GODS. AND THOSE PRIESTS WHO SERVE AT THE TEMPLE PURIFY FOR FEAR OF THE DEMONS. FOR IF THEY HAVE HAD RELATIONS WITH WOMEN, THEY PURIFY FOR SEVEN DAYS. IT IS BECAUSE OF US THAT THEY DO NOT ENTER INTO THE TEMPLE--ON ACCOUNT OF THE FEAR THAT THEY SHOW FOR THE NAME THAT THEY HAVE GIVEN US--THAT IS TO SAY THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. BUT AS FOR YOU, AFTER YOU HAVE FORNICATED, YOU TAKE UP THE LAW OF GOD, GO RIGHT INTO THE SYNAGOGUE OF GOD, PURIFY AND THEN RECITE--SHOWING NO RESPECT FOR THE GLORIOUS WORDS OF GOD. I AM TELLING YOU THAT BECAUSE OF THIS, THE TEMPLES ARE GOING TO FARE BETTER THAN YOUR SYNAGOGUES, SUCH THAT THEY, TOO, WILL BECOME CHURCHES OF HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON.’ AFTER THE SPHINX HAD SPOKEN THIS, IT FELL SILENT. “AND WE SAID TO THE HIGH-RANKING PRIESTS, ‘IT WOULD NOW BE FITTING FOR YOU TO BELIEVE, FOR EVEN THE STONES HAVE CONVICTED YOU.’ ‘THESE STONES,’ THE JEWS REPLIED, ‘HAVE ONLY SPOKEN THROUGH MAGIC, SO DON’T GO THINKING THAT IT’S A GOD. SEE, IF YOU HAD PUT THE WORDS OF THIS STONE TO THE TEST, YOU WOULD HAVE RECOGNIZED ITS TRICKERY. FOR WHERE DID HE MEET ABRAHAM, OR HOW DID HE LAY EYES ON HIM? ABRAHAM DIED A GREAT MANY YEARS BEFORE THIS MAN EVER LIVED, SO HOW COULD HE HAVE POSSIBLY KNOWN HIM?’ “AND JESUS AGAIN TURNED TO THE IMAGE AND SAID, ‘SINCE THESE MEN DO NOT BELIEVE THAT I HAVE SPOKEN TO ABRAHAM, GO OUT INTO THE LAND OF THE CANAANITES, TO THE DOUBLE CAVE IN THE FIELD OF MAMRE, WHERE THE BODY OF ABRAHAM LIES; AND CRY ALOUD BEFORE THE TOMB, “ABRAHAM, ABRAHAM, WHOSE BODY RESTS IN THIS SEPULCHER, AND WHOSE SOUL RESTS IN PARADISE, HE WHO FASHIONED YOU AND MADE YOU HIS FRIEND FROM THE BEGINNING, SAYS THIS, ‘YOU--AND YOUR SON ISAAC; AND JACOB ALSO, THE SON OF YOUR SON--RISE UP NOW AND GO TO THE TEMPLES OF THE JEBUSITES, SO THAT WE MIGHT CONVICT THE CHIEF PRIESTS, THAT THEY MIGHT COME TO UNDERSTAND THAT I KNOW YOU, AND THAT YOU KNOW ME.”’ AND THE SPHINX, ON HEARING THESE WORDS, IMMEDIATELY PASSED BEFORE US ALL. AND SHE SET OFF FOR THE LAND OF THE CANAANITES, TO THE FIELD OF MAMRE, AND THERE CRIED OUT BEFORE THE TOMB AS JESUS HAD COMMANDED HER. AND THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS SUDDENLY CAME OUT ALIVE, AND INQUIRED OF THE SPHINX, ‘TO WHICH OF US HAVE YOU BEEN SENT?’ ‘I HAVE BEEN SENT AS A SIGN TO THE 199 THREE PATRIARCHS,’ THE SPHINX REPLIED, ‘BUT GO BACK AND REST UNTIL THE TIME OF THE RESURRECTION.’ AND AS SOON AS THEY HEARD THIS, THEY WENT BACK IN AND FELL ASLEEP. AND THE THREE PATRIARCHS SET OUT WITH THE SPHINX TO MEET JESUS, WHERE THEY THEN CONVICTED THE CHIEF PRIESTS. JESUS THEN ORDERED THEM, ‘GO BACK TO YOUR PLACES,’ AND OFF THEY WENT. ‘RETURN TO YOUR POST,’ HE COMMANDED THE IMAGE. AND SHE WENT BACK UP AND STOOD IN HER SPOT. AND HE ALSO WORKED MANY OTHER WONDERS, BUT THEY NEVER CAME TO BELIEVE IN HIM. AND IF I WERE TO DESCRIBE THESE THINGS TO YOU, YOU WOULD NO DOUBT THINK THEY WERE UNTRUE.” BOUNTIFUL HARVEST; FEW LABORERS (MATT 9:35-38; MARK 6:6B; GTH 73; QUOTE BY CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, HOMILIES 3.64.1) THROUGHOUT GALILEE AND JESUS WENT FROM VILLAGE TO VILLAGE THROUGHOUT ALL OF THE CITIES AND TOWNSHIPS, TEACHING IN THEIR SYNAGOGUES, PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS OF THE KINGDOM, AND HEALING EVERY SICKNESS AND DISEASE AMONG THEM. AND HE FELT COMPASSION FOR THE MULTITUDES WHEN HE SAW THEM ALL FAINT AND CAST ASIDE, AS SHEEP THAT WERE LACKING A SHEPHERD. “HOW GREAT IS THE HARVEST,” HE SAID TO HIS STUDENTS, “YET HOW FEW ARE THE REAPERS. YOU SHOULD THEREFORE BEG THE LORD OF THE CROP TO SEND MORE WORKERS INTO HIS FIELD. HOW BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOM THE LORD WILL ASSIGN TO THE SERVICE OF HIS, FELLOW WORKERS.” THE TWELVE SENT OUT AS A WITNESS (MATT 10:1,5-11:1, 10:16 IN CURSIVE MS. 1424; MARK 6:7-13; LUKE 9:1-6; GTH 6,14,23,27,33/27,33 POXY 1; GEB 6, QUOTE BY EPIPHANIUS, HERESIES 30.16; GNAZ 11, QUOTE BY EUSEBIUS, THEOPHANY 4.12) GALILEE AND HE CALLED HIS TWELVE DISCIPLES TO HIMSELF AND GAVE THEM POWER AND AUTHORITY TO CAST OUT THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS, AND TO CURE EVERY SICKNESS AND DISEASE. THE DISCIPLES ASKED JESUS, “WOULD YOU LIKE US TO FAST? HOW SHOULD WE PRAY? SHOULD WE GIVE ALMS? WHAT DIET SHOULD WE OBSERVE?” “IF YOU FAST,” JESUS SAID, “YOU WILL BRING SIN UPON YOURSELVES, AND IF YOU PRAY, YOU WILL CONDEMN YOURSELVES, AND IF YOU GIVE ALMS, YOU WILL DAMAGE YOUR SPIRITS. I CAME TO BRING ALL SACRIFICING 200 TO AN END, AND IF YOU CONTINUE TO OFFER UP SACRIFICES, YOU WILL NEVER STOP EXPERIENCING WRATH. IF YOU DO NOT FAST FROM THE WORLD, YOU WILL NEVER FIND THE KINGDOM OF GOD; IF YOU DO NOT KEEP THE SABBATH DAY AS A SABBATH, YOU WILL NEVER COME TO SEE THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. INDEED, YOU HEAR WITH ONE OF YOUR EARS, BUT THE OTHER YOU HAVE CLOSED. NEVER SAY ANYTHING THAT IS UNTRUE, NOR EVER DO WHAT’S HATEFUL TO YOU, FOR ALL THINGS LIE OPEN IN THE SIGHT OF HEAVEN. NOTHING, THEREFORE, IS HIDDEN THAT WILL NOT BE EXPOSED, NOR IS ANYTHING CONCEALED THAT WILL NOT BE REVEALED. NOW WHEN YOU ENTER INTO ANY LAND AND TRAVEL THROUGHOUT ANY REGION, IF THEY SHOULD RECEIVE YOU, EAT WHATEVER THEY MIGHT PLACE BEFORE YOU, AND HEAL THE SICK WHO ARE WITH THEM. FOR WHAT GOES INTO YOUR MOUTH CANNOT DEFILE YOU. IT IS INSTEAD THE THINGS THAT COME FROM YOUR MOUTH THAT BRING ABOUT YOUR DEFILEMENT.” JESUS, AFTER GIVING THEM INSTRUCTION, SENT THESE TWELVE OUT IN PAIRS TO PREACH THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND TO HEAL THE SICK. AND THESE WERE THE GUIDELINES THAT HE GAVE: “DO NOT GO AMONG THE GENTILES, NOR INTO ANY SAMARITAN TOWN; BUT GO INSTEAD TO THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND AS YOU GO, PROCLAIM TO THEM, ‘THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN HAS DRAWN NEAR TO YOU!’ RESTORE THE SICK, CLEANSE THE LEPROUS, RAISE THE DEAD, AND OUST THE DEMONS: FREELY WAS IT GIVEN YOU, SO FREELY YOU SHOULD GIVE IT, TOO. CARRY NOTHING BUT A STAFF FOR YOUR PATH. DO NOT TAKE ANY SILVER, OR GOLD, OR BRASS IN YOUR BELTS; NOR BREAD OR SCRIP FOR ALONG THE WAY. WEAR SANDALS ON YOUR FEET, BUT DO NOT CARRY EXTRA COATS, OR SANDALS, OR STAFFS- -FOR THE WORKER IS WORTHY OF HIS HIRE. “AND INTO WHATEVER TOWN OR VILLAGE THAT YOU ENTER, SEEK OUT SOMEONE WHO IS WORTHY, AND WHENEVER YOU GO INTO A HOUSE, NO MATTER WHOSE IT MAY BE, REMAIN THERE IN HIS HOME UNTIL SUCH TIME AS YOU LEAVE THAT TOWN. ON ENTERING INTO THAT PLACE, WELCOME IT; AND IF THE HOUSE SHOULD INDEED BE WORTHY, LET YOUR PEACE COME OVER IT; AND SHOULD THAT PLACE BE UNDESERVING, LET YOUR PEACE RETURN TO YOU. AND IF ANYONE, (OR) THE PEOPLE OF ANY PLACE SHOULD REFUSE TO TAKE YOU IN OR HEAR YOUR WORDS, THEN SHAKE THE DUST FROM OFF YOUR FEET AS YOU ARE LEAVING THAT HOUSE OR TOWN AS A TESTIMONY AGAINST THEM. I TELL YOU MOST ASSUREDLY, IT WILL BE MORE TOLERABLE FOR THE LAND OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT THAN IT WILL BE FOR THAT TOWN. 201 “BEHOLD, I AM SENDING YOU OUT AS SHEEP AMID WOLVES, SO BE AS SLY AS SNAKES, (INDEED) BE EVEN SLIER THAN SNAKES; YOU SHOULD BE AS SIMPLE AS DOVES. AND YOU MUST BE WARY OF MEN, FOR THEY WILL TURN YOU OVER TO COUNCILS, AND BEAT YOU IN THEIR SYNAGOGUES, AND YOU WILL BE BROUGHT FOR MY SAKE BEFORE GOVERNORS AND KINGS FOR A TESTIMONY BOTH TO THESE AND TO THE GENTILES. AND WHEN THEY DELIVER YOU UP, DO NOT THINK ABOUT WHAT YOU SHOULD SAY, OR HOW YOU SHOULD SAY IT, BECAUSE AT THAT VERY MOMENT WHAT YOU SHOULD SAY WILL COME TO YOU. YOU ARE NOT YOURSELVES THE SPEAKERS, YOU SEE, BUT THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL BE SPEAKING IN YOU. A BROTHER, MOREOVER, WILL DELIVER HIS OWN BROTHER OVER TO DEATH, AND A FATHER, HIS OWN CHILD. CHILDREN WILL TURN AGAINST THEIR PARENTS, AND THEY WILL HAVE THEM PUT TO DEATH. YOU WILL BE HATED BY ALL FOR BEARING MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], BUT WHOEVER BEARS IT TO THE END WILL BE SAVED. AND WHEN THEY PERSECUTE YOU IN THIS TOWN, ESCAPE FROM THERE INTO ANOTHER, FOR I AM TELLING YOU THAT YOU WILL NOT HAVE PASSED THROUGH ALL THE CITIES OF ISRAEL BEFORE THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN. A STUDENT IS NOT ABOVE HIS TEACHER, NOR A SERVANT GREATER THAN HIS LORD; IT IS ENOUGH FOR A DISCIPLE TO BE AS HIS TEACHER, AND A SERVANT TO BE LIKE HIS LORD. IF THEY HAVE CALLED THE RULER OF THE HOUSE BEELZEBUB, HOW MUCH MORE WILL THEY THOSE OF HIS OWN HOUSE! “THEREFORE, HAVE NO FEAR OF THEM, FOR NOTHING HAS BEEN COVERED THAT WILL NOT BE EXPOSED; OR MADE UNCLEAR THAT WILL NOT BE SEEN THROUGH. WHAT I SAY TO YOU IN DARKNESS, SPEAK IN ILLUMINATION, AND WHAT YOU HEAR IN YOUR EAR, THE OTHER EAR (I MEAN,) PROCLAIM FROM YOUR HOUSETOPS. NO ONE LIGHTS A LAMP AND PLACES IT UNDER A BASKET, NOR DOES ANYONE HIDE IT AWAY SOMEWHERE. ONE PUTS IT ON A STAND INSTEAD, SO THAT EVERYONE MIGHT SEE ITS LIGHT, WHETHER COMING IN OR GOING OUT. AND DO NOT BE SHAKEN BY THOSE WHO DESTROY THE BODY, BUT HAVE NO STRENGTH TO SLAY THE SOUL. RATHER, FEAR HIM WHO HAS THE POWER TO DESTROY BOTH BODY AND SOUL IN GEHENNA. DO NOT TWO SPARROWS SELL FOR AN ASSAR? YET APART FROM YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN], NOT SO MUCH AS ONE OF THESE EVER FALLS TO THE GROUND. AS FOR YOU--EVEN THE VERY HAIRS OF YOUR HEAD HAVE THEIR NUMBER. SO, DO NOT BE AFRAID OF THEM--YOU ARE WORTH MORE THAN SCORES OF SPARROWS. “THEREFORE, ALL WHO WILL ACKNOWLEDGE ME BEFORE MANKIND, I WILL 202 LIKEWISE ACKNOWLEDGE THEM BEFORE MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN. BUT WHOEVER DENIES ME BEFORE MEN--HIM ALSO I WILL DENY BEFORE MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN. DO NOT THINK THAT I CAME TO PACIFY THE WORLD; I DID NOT COME BRINGING PEACE, BUT A SWORD. YOU SEE, I CAME TO SET A MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER; A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW VERSUS HER MOTHER-IN-LAW; AND A MAN’S ENEMIES WILL BE THOSE OF HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD. I CHOOSE THE WORTHIEST FOR MYSELF--AND MY HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS GIVEN ME THE MOST-WORTHY. WHOEVER LOVES HIS FATHER OR MOTHER ABOVE ME IS NOT WORTHY OF ME; AND WHOEVER LOVES HIS SON OR DAUGHTER ABOVE ME IS NOT WORTHY OF ME. FURTHERMORE, WHOEVER DOES NOT ACCEPT HIS CROSS AND FOLLOW ME IS NOT WORTHY OF ME. THE ONE WHO FINDS HIS LIFE WILL LOSE IT, AND THE ONE WHO LOSES HIS LIFE FOR MY SAKE WILL FIND IT. WHOEVER ACCEPTS YOU IS ACCEPTING ME, AND THE ONE WHO ACCEPTS ME IS ACCEPTING ALSO HIM WHO SENT ME. ANYONE ACCEPTING A WISE MAN IN THE NAME OF A WISE MAN WILL RECEIVE THE REWARD OF THE WISE. AND THE ONE WHO ACCEPTS A RIGHTEOUS MAN IN THE NAME OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN, WILL RECEIVE THE REWARD OF THE RIGHTEOUS. AND WHOEVER GIVES ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES SO MUCH AS A SINGLE CUP OF COLD WATER TO DRINK IN THE NAME OF A DISCIPLE, I TELL YOU MOST ASSUREDLY, HE WILL NOT BE DENIED HIS REWARD. OUT OF A THOUSAND, I WILL CHOOSE ONE, AND OUT OF TEN THOUSAND, I WILL CHOOSE TWO--AND THEY WILL STAND IN PEACE AS ONE.” AND IT HAPPENED THAT, WHEN JESUS HAD FINISHED GIVING INSTRUCTION TO HIS TWELVE DISCIPLES, HE LEFT THAT PLACE TO TEACH AND PREACH IN THEIR CITIES. SO THEY TRAVELED THROUGH THE VILLAGES, WARNING THE PEOPLE TO CHANGE THEIR WAYS. THEY DROVE OUT MANY DEMONS, ANOINTED MANY OF THE SICK WITH OIL AND HEALED PEOPLE EVERYWHERE. 203 MINISTRY 3 THE DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST (MATT 14:1-12; MARK 6:14-29; LUKE 9:7-9) MACHAERUS NOW BY THAT TIME, KING HEROD THE TETRARCH HAD HEARD STORIES ABOUT JESUS, (AND) THE KINDS OF THINGS THAT HE WAS DOING; FOR HIS NAME HAD GOTTEN AROUND. BUT HEROD WAS PERPLEXED, BECAUSE HE (AND) SOME (OTHERS) WERE SAYING, “JOHN THE BAPTIST HAS BEEN RAISED FROM THE DEAD, AND FOR THIS REASON THESE POWERS WORK IN HIM.” BUT OTHERS HELD THAT ELIJAH HAD COME: “HE IS ELIJAH,” THEY WOULD SAY. AND STILL OTHERS MAINTAINED THAT ONE OF THE ANCIENT PROPHETS HAD COME TO LIFE: “IT IS A WISE MAN, LIKE ONE OF THE SAGES OF OLD.” NOW WHEN HEROD HEARD THAT, HE SAID TO HIS ATTENDANTS, “JOHN, WHOM I HAD BEHEADED, HAS BEEN RAISED UP. BUT THEN AGAIN, WHO IS THIS THAT I HAVE BEEN HEARING SO MUCH ABOUT? I HAD JOHN’S HEAD CHOPPED OFF! AND HE SOUGHT FOR A CHANCE TO MEET WITH HIM.” HEROD, YOU SEE, HAD SENT FOR JOHN, HAD HIM BOUND UP AND ARRESTED AND PUT INTO PRISON OVER THE ISSUE OF HIS BROTHER PHILIP’S, WIFE, HERODIAS, WHOM HE HAD MARRIED. FOR JOHN HAD BEEN ADMONISHING HEROD, “IT IS AGAINST THE LAW FOR YOU TO HAVE YOUR BROTHER’S WIFE.” NOW HEROD REALLY WANTED TO KILL JOHN, BUT SINCE THE PEOPLE BELIEVED THAT HE WAS A PROPHET, HE FEARED THEM. NOW HERODIAS NURSED A GRUDGE AGAINST HIM AND SOUGHT TO HAVE HIM PUT TO DEATH, BUT WAS NOT ABLE TO MAKE IT HAPPEN, FOR HEROD FEARED JOHN, KNOWING HIM TO BE A RIGHTEOUS AND HOLY MAN, AND THEREFORE KEPT HIM SAFE IN PRISON. HE WOULD BECOME EXTREMELY PERPLEXED (AND) DO MANY THINGS WHENEVER HE WOULD HEAR HIM SPEAK, AND HE HEARD THAT HE WORKED MANY WONDERS, YET HE CONTINUED TO HEAR HIM GLADLY. THEN THE DAY CAME AT LAST. ON HIS BIRTHDAY, HEROD HELD A BANQUET FOR HIS NOBLEMEN AND MILITARY BRASS AND THE FOREMOST OF GALILEE. WHEN THE DAUGHTER OF HERODIAS CAME IN AND DANCED FOR THEM, SHE DELIGHTED HEROD AND HIS GUESTS TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT HE PROMISED HER ON OATH TO GIVE HER ANYTHING THAT SHE WOULD ASK OF HIM. “ASK ME FOR WHATEVER YOU WISH,” THE KING ASSURED THE GIRL, “AND I WILL GIVE IT TO 204 YOU.” AND HE SOLEMNLY SWORE TO HER, “WHATEVER YOU MIGHT ASK OF ME, I WILL GRANT IT TO YOU--EVEN IF IT SHOULD BE THE HALF OF MY KINGDOM.” AND SHE WENT OUT, AND BESOUGHT HER MOTHER, “TELL ME WHAT I SHOULD ASK HIM FOR?” WHEREUPON HER MOTHER REPLIED, “THE HEAD OF THAT BAPTIZER, JOHN!” SHE HURRIED RIGHT BACK IN TO THE KING, AND, AT HER MOTHER’S BEHEST DEMANDED, “I WOULD THAT YOU GIVE ME JOHN THE BAPTIST’S HEAD ON A DISH RIGHT HERE (AND) NOW.” THE KING REGRETTED IT DEEPLY, BUT FOR THE SAKE OF HIS OATH, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING AT TABLE WITH HIM, HE WOULD NOT BREAK HIS WORD TO HER. HE SENT AN EXECUTIONER RIGHT AWAY, WITH ORDERS THAT HER REQUEST BE CARRIED OUT--THAT THAT MAN’S HEAD BE BROUGHT IN ON A SERVING DISH. AND HE WENT AND BEHEADED HIM IN THE PRISON, AND BROUGHT HIS HEAD IN ON A PLATTER, AND HANDED IT TO THE GIRL; AND THE GIRL CARRIED IT TO HER MOTHER AND GAVE IT TO HER. WHEN HIS FOLLOWERS HEARD ABOUT IT, THEY CAME AND PICKED HIS BODY UP. THEN THEY BURIED IT, LAYING IT IN A TOMB. AND THEY WENT BACK TO JESUS AND TOLD HIM THESE THINGS. JESUS FEEDS FIVE THOUSAND (MATT 14:13-21; MARK 6:30-44; LUKE 9:10-17; JOHN 6:1-13) NORTHEASTERN SHORE OF THE SEA OF GALILEE AFTER THIS, WHEN THE APOSTLES HAD RETURNED, THEY GATHERED ALL AROUND HIM, TELLING HIM ALL ABOUT WHAT THEY HAD DONE AND TAUGHT. AND WHEN JESUS HEARD THIS, HE URGED THEM, “COME NOW, LET US GO SECRETLY TO A SECLUDED SPOT AND TAKE IT EASY FOR A WHILE.” YOU SEE, THEY HAD BEEN COMING AND GOING SO MUCH THAT THEY HAD ABSOLUTELY NO CHANCE TO EAT. AND JESUS TOOK THEM, BOARDED A BOAT WITH THEM, AND SAILED WITH THEM TO AN ISOLATED SETTING ON THE FAR SIDE OF THE SEA OF GALILEE, WHICH IS THE SEA OF TIBERIAS, TO A TOWN CALLED BETHSAIDA. NOW MANY WHO WERE THERE RECOGNIZED THEM, FOR THEY HAD SEEN THE WONDERS THAT HE HAD WORKED ON THE SICK. AND THE PEOPLE WATCHED AS THEY WENT AWAY, SO WHEN THE THRONGS OF PEOPLE HEARD ABOUT IT AND IT BECAME KNOWN, THEY ALL FOLLOWED AFTER JESUS, RUNNING THERE ON FOOT FROM ALL OF THE TOWNS, AND ARRIVING THERE AHEAD OF HIM. AFTER JESUS HAD LEFT THAT REGION BEHIND AND GONE ASHORE, HE SAW A GREAT CROWD AND FELT 205 SORRY FOR THEM, FOR THEY WERE LIKE SHEEP WHO WERE LACKING A SHEPHERD. HE WELCOMED THEM ALL AND STARTED SPEAKING TO THEM AND TEACHING THEM MANY THINGS ABOUT GOD’S KINGDOM. THEN HE HEALED THOSE WHO WERE SICK AND NEEDED HEALING. JESUS CLIMBED UP THE MOUNTAINSIDE AND SAT WITH HIS DISCIPLES THERE, AND THE JEWISH FEAST DAY OF PASSOVER, WAS DRAWING NEAR. THEN HE LIFTED UP HIS EYES AND SAW MANY PEOPLE COMING TO HIM, JESUS THEREFORE SAID TO PHILIP, “WHERE ARE WE TO BUY BREAD FOR THESE PEOPLE?” (THIS HE SAID AS A TEST TO HIM, FOR HE ALREADY KNEW WHAT HE WOULD DO.) THEN PHILIP ANSWERED HIM, “TWO HUNDRED DENARII WORTH OF LOAVES WOULD NOT BE ENOUGH FOR EACH OF THEM TO HAVE EVEN A PARTIAL SERVING.” AND LATER ON, TOWARD DUSK THAT DAY, HIS TWELVE DISCIPLES APPROACHED HIM AND URGED, “THIS IS SUCH A FAR-FLUNG PLACE, AND THE DAY HAS GROWN QUITE LONG; PLEASE TELL THEM TO GO AWAY. HAVE THEM GO OUT INTO THE COUNTRYSIDE AND VILLAGES ROUND ABOUT TO BUY THEMSELVES SOME FOOD TO EAT, AS WELL AS LODGING.” “THEY HAVE NO NEED TO GO AWAY,” JESUS ANSWERED. “YOU GIVE THEM SOMETHING TO EAT.” THEN THE DISCIPLES ASKED, “ARE WE TO GO OUT, AND WITH TWO HUNDRED DENARII WORTH OF LOAVES, GIVE THEM SOMETHING?” “HOW MANY LOAVES HAVE YOU GOT?” HE ASKED THEM. “GO AND SEE.” ONE OF HIS SERVANTS, SIMON’S BROTHER ANDREW, SAID TO HIM, “HERE IS A BOY, WHO HAS FIVE BARLEY LOAVES AND TWO FISH; BUT WHAT DO THESE AMOUNT TO AMONG SO MANY?” AND WHEN IT DAWNED ON THEM, THEY SAID, “WE’VE GOT NOTHING HERE BUT FIVE LOAVES AND TWO FISH; THAT IS UNLESS WE GO AND BUY FOOD FOR ALL THESE PEOPLE!” (YOU SEE, THERE WERE CLOSE TO FIVE THOUSAND MEN WHO WERE THERE.) AND JESUS SAID, “BRING THEM OVER HERE TO ME.” THEN HE HAD THE CROWD SIT DOWN ON THE GREEN GRASS. HE THEN SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, “HAVE THEM SIT IN PARTIES OF FIFTY.” AND SO THEY DID, AND THERE WAS A LOT OF GRASS IN THAT PLACE, AND THEY ALL SAT DOWN, BY HUNDREDS AND BY FIFTIES; ABOUT FIVE THOUSAND MEN IN ALL. UPON RECEIVING THE FIVE LOAVES AND THE TWO FISH, JESUS TOOK THE LOAVES, LOOKED TO THE SKY, AND BLESSED THEM. AND AFTER HE HAD GIVEN THANKS, HE TORE APART THE LOAVES AND HANDED THEM TO THE DISCIPLES TO SET BEFORE THE PEOPLE; AND THEY DISTRIBUTED THEM AMONG THOSE WHO WERE SITTING THERE, AND THE FISH AS WELL. HE DIVIDED THE TWO FISH AMONG THEM ALL--AS MANY AS THE PEOPLE WISHED--AND THEY ATE THEIR FILL AND WERE SATISFIED. AND 206 WHEN THE CROWD HAD HAD ENOUGH, HE INSTRUCTED HIS DISCIPLES, “GATHER UP THE LEFTOVER FRAGMENTS, SO THAT NOTHING MIGHT BE LACKING OF THEM.” AND THEY TOOK THE LEAVINGS, GATHERING UP AND FILLING TWELVE BASKETS WITH WHAT REMAINED OF THE FIVE BARLEY LOAVES AND THE FISH THAT WERE LEFT BY THEM WHO HAD EATEN IT. AND THERE WERE FIVE THOUSAND MEN WHO ATE IN THAT PLACE--NOT INCLUDING THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN! JESUS REJECTS AN EARTHLY KINGDOM (MATT14:22-23; MARK 6:45-46; JOHN 6:14-17A) NORTHEASTERN SHORE OF THE SEA OF GALILEE WHEN THE PEOPLE SAW THE SIGN THAT HE HAD SHOWN, THEY SAID, “THIS IS SURELY THE PROPHET WHO IS COMING INTO THE WORLD!” THEN, WHEN EVENING HAD COME, HE IMMEDIATELY CONSTRAINED THE DISCIPLES TO GET INTO THE BOAT AND TRAVEL ON AHEAD OF HIM TO BETHSAIDA ON THE OTHER SIDE, AS HE STAYED BEHIND AND DISMISSED THE CROWDS. HIS STUDENTS THEN WENT DOWN TO THE SEA, GOT INTO A BOAT AND SET OUT FOR CAPERNAUM, ON THE OPPOSITE SHORE OF THE LAKE. AND AFTER HE HAD LEFT THEM THERE, JESUS, KNOWING THAT THE PEOPLE WERE ABOUT TO COME AND FORCE THE KINGSHIP ON HIM, HEADED UP TO THE MOUNTAIN TO PRAY ALONE. JESUS WALKS ON THE SEA (MATT 14:23B-33; MARK 6:47-52; JOHN 6:17B-21; ACJN 12,13) THE SEA OF GALILEE BY THE TIME EVENING HAD COME AND DARKNESS HAD FALLEN, JESUS WAS ALL ALONE UPON THE LAND. BUT HE COULD SEE THE DISCIPLES, WIND AGAINST THEM, STRAINING AT THE OARS IN THE BOAT, ALREADY MANY STADIA AWAY, BEING HURLED ABOUT BY THE WAVES IN THE MIDST OF THE LAKE. THE WIND WAS BLOWING STRONG AND THE WATERS WERE GROWING VIOLENT. EVEN SO, JESUS HAD NOT YET JOINED THEM. THEN, IN THE FOURTH WATCH OF THE NIGHT, BY THE TIME THEY HAD ROWED ABOUT TWENTY-FIVE OR THIRTY STADIA, JESUS WENT WALKING OUT TO THEM ON THE WATER. HE WAS JUST ABOUT TO PASS THEM BY, BUT WHEN THEY SAW HIM DRAWING NEAR TO THE BOAT, WALKING ON THE SURFACE OF THE SEA, THEY IMAGINED HIM TO BE A GHOST. SINCE THEY ALL SAW HIM AND WERE TERRIFIED, THEY CRIED OUT IN FEAR, “IT IS A SPIRIT!” BUT JESUS IMMEDIATELY SPOKE UP AND SAID, “BE NOT FEARFUL, BUT BELIEVING, FOR INDEED IT IS ME!” “MASTER,” SIMON ANSWERED, “IF YOU ARE WHO YOU 207 CLAIM TO BE, ORDER ME TO COME OUT TO YOU UPON THESE WATERS.” JESUS SAID, “COME TO ME.” SO SIMON GOT OUT OF THE BOAT AND WALKED OUT TO HIM UPON THE WATER; BUT HE GREW ANXIOUS WHEN HIS THOUGHTS TURNED TO THE POWERFUL GALE. THEN PETER BEGAN TO SINK, SO HE CRIED OUT, “MASTER, SAVE ME!” AND IMMEDIATELY JESUS CAUGHT HOLD OF HIM AND SAID, “OH, YOU LIMITED OF FAITH, WHY EVER DID YOU DOUBT?” THEN THEY WERE WILLING TO TAKE HIM INTO THE SHIP. HE CLIMBED INTO IT WITH THEM, AND THE WIND DIED DOWN JUST AS SOON AS THEY HAD BOARDED. AND RIGHT AWAY THE BOAT REACHED THE SHORE FOR WHICH THEY HAD SET OUT. THEY WERE ALL COMPLETELY TAKEN ABACK, SINCE THEIR HEARTS HAD BEEN MADE HARD, AND THEY HAD NOT UNDERSTOOD ABOUT THE LOAVES. AND THE ONES WHO HAD BEEN IN THE BOAT CAME TO HIM IN ADORATION, SAYING, “YOU’RE ASSUREDLY THE SON OF GOD.” IN GENNESARET (MATT 14:34-36; MARK 6:53-56; ACJN 92,93) GENNESARET AND AFTER THEY HAD PASSED ACROSS, THEY CAME TO LAND AT GENNESARET, WHERE THEY CAST ANCHOR. AND AS SOON AS THEY HAD DISEMBARKED, THE PEOPLE THERE IMMEDIATELY RECOGNIZED HIM, AND RACED THROUGHOUT THE REGION, PASSING THE WORD ALONG TO THE SURROUNDING COUNTRYSIDE, AND THE PEOPLE STARTED BRINGING THEIR SICK UP TO HIM ON MATS WHEREVER THEY HEARD THAT JESUS WAS. AND EVERYWHERE THAT HE WOULD GO, BE IT IN VILLAGES, TOWNSHIPS, OR THE COUNTRYSIDE, THEY LAID THOSE WHO WERE IN POOR HEALTH IN THE MARKETS, AND BEGGED HIM TO ALLOW THE ILL TO TOUCH BUT THE FRINGE OF HIS ROBE; AND AS MANY AS TOUCHED IT WERE INSTANTLY HEALED. AGAIN, ONE TIME WHEN WE DISCIPLES WERE ALL SLEEPING IN A HOUSE IN GENNESARET, AFTER I, (JOHN,) HAD WRAPPED MYSELF UP, I KEPT A WATCHFUL EYE ON HIM. AT FIRST I HEARD HIM SAY TO ME, “JOHN, GO TO SLEEP.” AND WHEN I HEARD THIS, I PRETENDED TO FALL ASLEEP; THEN I SAW ANOTHER WHO WAS LIKE HIM THERE, WHOM I ALSO HEARD SAYING TO MY MASTER, “JESUS, THE ONES YOU HAVE CHOSEN STILL DO NOT BELIEVE IN YOU.” AND MY LORD REPLIED, “INDEED THEY DO NOT, FOR THEY ARE BUT MORTAL MEN.” I WILL RELATE ANOTHER SUBLIME MATTER TO YOU, MY BROTHERS. THERE WERE TIMES WHEN I WANTED TO TOUCH HIM, AND I FELT A SOLID, PHYSICAL PRESENCE; BUT THEN THERE WERE TIMES WHEN HIS BODY SEEMED UNREAL TO 208 ME, AND WITHOUT SUBSTANCE--AS IF IT WERE NOT EVEN THERE AT ALL. NOW, IF EVER HE WAS INVITED BY PHARISEE AND INDEED WENT TO THE PLACE WHERE HE HAD BEEN BIDDEN, WE WOULD ALL GO WITH HIM THERE. AND OUR HOST, PLACING A LOAF OF BREAD BEFORE EACH OF US, WOULD GIVE HIM ONE ALSO. THEN HE WOULD BLESS HIS OWN AND SPLIT IT AMONG US; AND THAT TINY BIT WOULD FILL US ALL, WHILE OUR OWN WOULD REMAIN UNBROKEN. THOSE WHO HAD INVITED HIM WOULD ALWAYS BE AMAZED. AND WHENEVER I WOULD WALK WITH HIM, FROM TIME TO TIME I WOULD TRY TO SEE IF HE LEFT HIS PRINTS UPON THE GROUND, BUT I COULD NEVER MAKE OUT ANY. WHAT I DID NOTICE, HOWEVER, WAS HIM RAISING HIMSELF UP OFF OF THE GROUND. DEAREST BROTHERS, I AM SAYING THESE THINGS TO YOU NOW THAT I MIGHT STIR YOUR FAITH IN HIM. AT THIS TIME, HOWEVER, WE MUST REMAIN SILENT WHEN IT COMES TO HIS MASTERFUL AND AMAZING WORKS, INASMUCH AS THEY ARE MYSTERIOUS, AND THERE CAN BE NO DOUBTING THAT THEY ARE NEITHER TO BE EXPRESSED WITH WORDS NOR UNDERSTOOD WITH REASON. THE LIFE-GIVING BREAD (JOHN 6:22-71; JOHN 6:56 IN CODEX BEZAE CANTABRIGIENSIS) CAPERNAUM THE NEXT DAY IT BECAME CLEAR TO THE PEOPLE STILL STANDING ACROSS THE SEA THAT THERE HAD BEEN BUT ONE BOAT, AND THAT JESUS HAD NOT GOTTEN IN WITH HIS DISCIPLES, BUT THAT HIS FOLLOWERS HAD GONE AWAY ALL BY THEMSELVES. BOATS FROM TIBERIAS, HOWEVER, DID LAND NEAR THE SPOT WHERE THEY HAD EATEN THE BREAD AFTER THE LORD HAD GIVEN THANKS. WHEN, THEREFORE, IT DAWNED ON THE PEOPLE THAT NEITHER JESUS NOR HIS DISCIPLES WERE THERE, THEY BOARDED THE BOATS AND CROSSED OVER TO THE TOWN OF CAPERNAUM IN SEARCH OF HIM. AND WHEN THEY FOUND HIM ON THAT SIDE OF THE SEA, THEY ASKED HIM, “RABBI, WHEN DID YOU COME TO THIS SHORE?” “I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH,” JESUS REPLIED, “YOU SEEK ME NOT ON ACCOUNT OF THE SIGNS THAT YOU SAW, BUT BECAUSE YOU HAD EATEN YOUR FILL OF THE LOAVES. “DO NOT LABOR FOR THE FOOD THAT PERISHES, BUT FOR THE FOOD THAT LEADS TO ENDLESS LIFE, WHICH THE SON OF MAN WILL GIVE TO YOU; BECAUSE GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS PLACED HIS SEAL ON HIM.” THEY ASKED HIM, “WHAT SHOULD WE DO TO BRING TO PASS THE WORKS OF GOD?” JESUS ANSWERED, “GOD’S ‘WORK’ IS THAT YOU SHOULD PLACE YOUR FAITH IN THE ONE HE SENT.” “WHAT SIGN WILL 209 YOU SHOW US THEN, THAT WE MIGHT SEE IT AND THEREBY PLACE OUR FAITH IN YOU?” THEY ASKED. “WHAT KIND OF WORK WILL YOU PERFORM? OUR FOREFATHERS ATE THE HEAVENLY FOOD OUT IN THE WILDERNESS; EVEN AS IT IS WRITTEN, ‘HE PROVIDED THEM WITH BREAD TO EAT FROM ON HIGH.’ I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH,” JESUS EXPLAINED, “IT WAS NOT MOSES WHO GAVE YOU TO EAT OF THE HEAVENLY BREAD; IT IS, RATHER, MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO GIVES YOU OF THE TRUE BREAD OF HEAVEN. THE ‘BREAD’ OF GOD IS THAT WHICH COMES DOWN FROM HEAVEN AND CAUSES THE WORLD TO COME ALIVE.” “TEACHER,” THEY IMPLORED HIM, “GIVE US TO EAT OF THIS BREAD.” “I AM MYSELF THAT BREAD OF LIFE,” JESUS INFORMED THEM. “WHOEVER COMES TO ME WILL NEVER HUNGER, AND WHOEVER TRUSTS IN ME WILL NEVER THIRST. EVEN SO, ALL OF YOU HAVE SEEN ME AND YET HAVE NOT BELIEVED IN ME, EVEN AS I HAVE SPOKEN IT TO YOU. ALL THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] GIVES TO ME ARE DRAWN TO ME; AND ANYONE WHO APPROACHES ME, I WILL BY NO MEANS CAST OUT. FOR I DID NOT COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN TO DO MY OWN WILL, BUT THE WILL OF THE ONE WHO SENT ME; AND THIS IS THE WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT ME: THAT I SHOULD NOT LOSE ANYTHING THAT HE HAS GIVEN TO ME, BUT THAT I MIGHT RESTORE IT ON THE FINAL DAY. THIS, YOU SEE, IS MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] WILL: THAT EVERYONE WHO LOOKS UPON THE SON AND ACCEPTS HIM SHOULD HAVE ENDLESS LIFE; AND I WILL LIFT THEM UP ON THE FINAL DAY.” THEN THE JEWS STARTED COMPLAINING ABOUT HIM BECAUSE HE SAID, “I AM THAT BREAD THAT CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN.” “IS THIS NOT JESUS,” THEY MARVELED, “THE SON OF JOSEPH; ABOUT WHOM WE ARE CERTAIN OF FATHER AND MOTHER? HOW IS IT THAT HE NOW CAN SAY, ‘I HAVE COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN?” “QUIT GRUMBLING TO YOURSELVES,” JESUS REPLIED. “NO ONE CAN APPROACH ME UNLESS THEY ARE LED BY THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT ME; AND I WILL LIFT HIM UP ON THE FINAL DAY. IT IS WRITTEN IN THE PROPHETS, ‘THEY WILL ALL BE LED BY GOD.’ EVERYONE WHO HEARS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND LEARNS FROM HIM COMES TO ME. NO MAN HAS EVER SEEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] EXCEPT FOR THE ONE WHO CAME DOWN FROM GOD; THIS ONE HAS TRULY SEEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, WHOEVER TRUSTS HAS ENDLESS LIFE; AND I AM THAT BREAD OF LIFE. “YOUR FOREFATHERS ATE THE MANNA IN THE WILDERNESS, AND THEY ALL DIED. THIS, HOWEVER, IS THE BREAD THAT COMES DOWN FROM HEAVEN, OF THE WHICH A MAN MIGHT EAT AND NEVER DIE. I AM THAT LIVING BREAD THAT 210 COMES FROM HEAVEN; SO, ANYONE WHO EATS OF THIS BREAD WILL LIVE FOREVER. AND MY FLESH IS THE BREAD THAT I GIVE TO BRING THE WORLD TO LIFE.” THEN THE JEWS STARTED ARGUING AMONG THEMSELVES, AND ASKING ONE ANOTHER, “HOW CAN THIS MAN GIVE US TO EAT OF HIS FLESH?” THEN JESUS REVEALED TO THEM, “I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, UNLESS YOU EAT THE FLESH OF THE SON OF MAN AND DRINK HIS BLOOD, YOU DO NOT HAVE ANY LIFE WITHIN. WHOEVER EATS MY FLESH AND DRINKS MY BLOOD HAS ENDLESS LIFE, AND I WILL RAISE HIM ON THE FINAL DAY. MY FLESH IS FOOD IN TRUTH, YOU SEE, AND MY BLOOD IS DRINK INDEED. WHOEVER EATS MY FLESH AND DRINKS MY BLOOD LIVES WITHIN ME, AND I LIVE WITHIN HIM; EVEN AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS WITHIN ME AND I AM WITHIN HIM. I PROMISE YOU, IF YOU DO NOT TAKE THE BODY OF THE SON OF MAN AS THE BREAD OF LIFE, THEN YOU DO NOT HAVE LIFE IN HIM. EVEN AS THE LIVING FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS SENT ME, SO ALSO DO I LIVE THROUGH HIM-- THEREFORE WHOEVER WILL PARTAKE OF ME WILL LIVE THROUGH ME. THIS IS THE BREAD WHICH CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, NOT LIKE THAT WHICH THE FATHERS ATE BEFORE AND DIED; WHOSOEVER EATS THIS BREAD WILL LIVE FOREVER.” HE SAID THESE THINGS AS HE WAS TEACHING IN THE CAPERNAUM SYNAGOGUE. WHEN THEY HEARD THIS, MANY OF HIS DISCIPLES COMPLAINED, “THIS IS DIFFICULT DOCTRINE--WHO CAN ACCEPT IT?” JESUS, HOWEVER, KNOWING INWARDLY THAT HIS FOLLOWERS WERE MURMURING ABOUT IT, QUESTIONED THEM, “DOES THIS OFFEND YOU? WHAT IF YOU WERE TO SEE THE SON OF MAN RISING UP TO HIS FORMER STATURE? “THE SPIRIT IS WHAT BRINGS YOU LIFE, BUT THE FLESH PROFITS YOU NOTHING. THE WORDS THAT I SPEAK TO YOU ARE SPIRIT AND LIFE. EVEN SO, SOME OF YOU REFUSE TO BELIEVE.” (FOR EVEN FROM THE VERY START, JESUS KNEW ALL WHO WOULD DOUBT, AS WELL AS WHO WOULD BETRAY HIM.) “THIS,” HE CONTINUED, “WAS WHY I SAID TO YOU THAT NO ONE CAN APPROACH ME UNLESS MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS EMPOWERED HIM.” AFTER THIS, MANY OF HIS DISCIPLES WENT AWAY, AND TRAVELED WITH HIM NO MORE. “DO YOU WISH TO ABANDON ME TOO?” JESUS QUESTIONED THE TWELVE. “MASTER,” SIMON PETER ANSWERED, “TO WHOM ARE WE SUPPOSED TO GO? YOUR WORDS LEAD TO ENDLESS LIFE. WE ARE CONFIDENT AND DO BELIEVE THAT YOU ARE THE HOLY ONE, THE SON OF GOD.” “DID I NOT CHOOSE THE TWELVE OF YOU?” JESUS REPLIED. “EVEN SO, ONE OF YOU IS A DEVIL!” HE WAS REFERRING TO JUDAS ISCARIOT, THE SON OF SIMON, WHO, THOUGH HE WAS 211 AMONG THE TWELVE, WAS TO BETRAY HIM. CLEAN HANDS--CORRUPT HEARTS (MATT 15:1-20; MARK 7:1-23; GTH 40) CAPERNAUM? THEN SOME PHARISEES CAME TO HIM FROM JERUSALEM, TOGETHER WITH SOME SCRIBES, AND GATHERED AROUND HIM. AND WHEN THEY SAW THAT SOME OF HIS DISCIPLES WERE EATING WITH DEFILED--THAT IS TO SAY, UNWASHED HANDS, THEY LOOKED DOWN ON THEM. THE PHARISEES, YOU SEE, AND ALL OF THE JEWS, MINDFUL OF THE DICTATES OF THE ELDERS, REFUSE TO EAT UNLESS THEY WASH THEIR HANDS RELIGIOUSLY. AND NEITHER DO THEY DINE WHEN THEY COME FROM THE MARKETS, UNLESS THEY WASH THEMSELVES FIRST; AND THERE ARE MANY OTHER RULES WHICH THEY OBSERVE; THE CLEANSING OF CUPS, POTS, BRONZE VESSELS, AND TABLES. AND THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES QUESTIONED JESUS, “WHY DO YOUR FOLLOWERS BREAK WITH TRADITION, AND LIVE NOT BY THE RULES OF THE ELDERS? THEY DO NOT WASH BEFORE THEY EAT; BUT EAT THEIR FOOD WITH UNCLEAN HANDS!” JESUS SAID, “YOU HYPOCRITES! HOW WELL HAS ISAIAH PROPHESIED OF YOU, SEEING HOW IT STANDS WRITTEN, ‘THESE PEOPLE GLORIFY ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEARTS ARE FAR FROM ME. THEY WORSHIP ME TO NO AVAIL, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES WHAT ARE HUMAN COMMANDMENTS. YOU ABANDON GOD’S INSTRUCTIONS, AND HOLD INSTEAD TO THE LAWS OF MEN.’” THEN HE SAID, “AND HOW COMPLETELY DO YOU SET ASIDE THE LAW OF GOD, THAT YOU MIGHT KEEP TO YOUR OWN TEACHINGS! AND WHY IS IT THAT YOU BREAK GOD’S WORD FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR TRADITION? FOR GOD (SPEAKING THROUGH) MOSES HAS SAID, ‘HONOR YOUR FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER,’ AND ‘WHOSOEVER SHOULD CURSE HIS FATHER OR MOTHER, MUST DIE A TERRIBLE DEATH.’ BUT YOU SAY, ‘IF SOMEONE SHOULD SAY TO HIS FATHER OR MOTHER, “WHAT YOU WOULD OTHERWISE HAVE GOTTEN FROM ME IS ‘KORBAN,’ THAT IS TO SAY, ‘AN OFFERING GIVEN TO GOD ALONE,’ HE IS NOT TO USE IT TO ‘HONOR HIS FATHER OR MOTHER.”’ YOU NO LONGER ENABLE HIM TO DO ANYTHING FOR HIS OWN PARENTS, UNDERMINING THE LAW OF GOD FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR OWN, WHICH YOU DO YOURSELVES IMPOSE; AND YOU ALSO DO MANY OTHER THINGS OF A LIKE NATURE.” AND AGAIN HE CALLED THEM TO HIMSELF AND SAID, “ALL OF YOU, LISTEN HERE AND UNDERSTAND: THERE IS SURELY NOTHING OUTSIDE A MAN WHICH BY 212 ENTERING INTO HIM CAN CORRUPT HIM. WHAT GOES INTO A MAN’S MOUTH DOES NOT ‘DEFILE’ HIM; IT IS INSTEAD THE THINGS THAT COME FROM WITHIN A MAN THAT BRING ABOUT HIS DEFILEMENT. ANYONE HERE WITH EARS, SHOULD HEAR.” AND WHEN JESUS HAD MOVED ON FROM THERE, HIS DISCIPLES CAME UP TO HIM AND ASKED HIM ABOUT THE PARABLE: “DID YOU KNOW THAT THE PHARISEES TOOK OFFENSE AT THIS?” HE ANSWERED THEM, “EVERY PLANT THAT MY HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS NOT PLANTED WILL BE PULLED OUT BY ITS ROOTS. A GRAPEVINE HAS INDEED BEEN PLANTED OUTSIDE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], BUT BECAUSE IT IS FEEBLE, IT WILL BE ROOTED UP AND DIE. LET THEM BE; THEY ARE ALL BLIND GUIDES. IF ONE BLIND MAN SHOULD LEAD ANOTHER, BOTH WILL FALL RIGHT INTO THE DITCH.” PETER BID HIM, “WORK THIS PARABLE OUT FOR US.” “DO YOU STILL NOT UNDERSTAND?” JESUS REPLIED. “DO YOU NOT RECOGNIZE THAT WHATEVER ENTERS INTO A MAN FROM THE OUTSIDE CANNOT DEFILE HIM, BECAUSE WHATEVER ENTERS INTO HIS MOUTH DOES NOT ENTER INTO HIS HEART BUT HIS BELLY INSTEAD, AND FROM THERE PASSES INTO THE COMMODE? ALL FOODS ARE SO PURGED.” THEN HE SAID, “IT IS, TO THE CONTRARY, WHAT COMES OUT OF A MAN THAT CORRUPTS A MAN. FOR WHAT COMES FROM THE MOUTH PROCEEDS FROM THE HEART, AND THESE ARE THE KINDS OF THINGS THAT MAKE MEN ‘UNCLEAN.’ YOU SEE, EVIL THOUGHTS, FORNICATION, THEFT, MURDER, ADULTERY, GREED, MALICE, DECEIT, FALSE WITNESSING, LEWDNESS, ENVY, SLANDER, ARROGANCE AND FOLLY COME FROM DEEP WITHIN THE HEART OF MAN. ALL OF THESE EVILS PROCEED FROM WITHIN, AND THESE ARE THE KINDS OF THINGS THAT DEFILE A MAN; BUT HE IS NOT TAINTED BY EATING WITH UNWASHED HANDS.” IN TYRE AND SIDON (MATT 15:21-28; MARK 7:24-30; JOHN 7:1) TYRE AND SIDON AFTER THIS, JESUS TRAVELED ALL AROUND IN GALILEE, DELIBERATELY STEERING CLEAR OF JUDEA BECAUSE THE JEWS THERE WERE LYING IN WAIT TO TAKE HIS LIFE. AND HE WITHDREW TO THE REGIONS OF TYRE AND SIDON AND ENTERED INTO A CERTAIN HOUSE. HE DID NOT WANT ANYONE FINDING OUT ABOUT IT, BUT HE COULD NOT KEEP IT FROM BEING KNOWN. AND RIGHT AWAY THIS CANAANITE WOMAN FROM THAT AREA WHOSE DAUGHTER HAD AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT, HEARD ABOUT JESUS AND WENT TO HIM, CRYING OUT, “LORD, SON OF DAVID, SHOW 213 ME SOME COMPASSION! MY DAUGHTER IS POSSESSED BY DEMONS.” JESUS DID NOT SPEAK A WORD. HIS FOLLOWERS THEREFORE APPROACHED HIM AND SAID, “SEND HER AWAY, FOR SHE KEEPS ON CALLING OUT TO US.” “I WAS SENT ONLY TO THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL,” JESUS REPLIED. THE WOMAN, A SYROPHOENICIAN GREEK BY RACE, CAME AND KNELT BEFORE HIM, FELL DOWN AT HIS FEET AND BEGGED HIM TO CAST THE DEMON FROM HER DAUGHTER. “HELP ME, LORD!” SHE PLEADED. “ALLOW THE CHILDREN FIRST TO EAT,” HE SAID TO HER, “FOR IT IS NOT RIGHT TO TAKE THE CHILDREN’S BREAD AND FLING IT TO THE DOGS.” “YES, MY LORD,” SHE ANSWERED HIM, “THAT MUCH IS TRUE. BUT SURELY THE PUPS UNDERNEATH GET TO EAT OF THE CHILDREN’S CRUMBS THAT FALL FROM THE TABLE OF THEIR MASTER.” AND HE SAID TO HER, “WOMAN, YOU HAVE TREMENDOUS FAITH. BECAUSE YOU HAVE PHRASED IT THUS, YOU MAY GO. YOUR REQUEST HAS BEEN GRANTED; THE DEMON HAS LEFT YOUR DAUGHTER.” AND HER DAUGHTER WAS HEALED FROM THAT HOUR. WHEN SHE ENTERED INTO HER HOUSE, SHE FOUND HER CHILD LYING IN BED, AND THE DEMON GONE. JESUS HEALS THE BLIND, MUTE, LAME AND CRIPPLED (MATT 15:29-31; MARK 7:31-37) THE DECAPOLIS THEN HE LEFT THE REGION OF TYRE, AND THROUGH SIDON, PASSED ALONGSIDE THE SEA OF GALILEE INTO THE DECAPOLIS REGION. HE THEN CLIMBED UP ONTO A MOUNTAIN AND SAT DOWN THERE. ENORMOUS CROWDS CAME UP TO HIM, BRINGING THE LAME, THE BLIND, THE MUTE, AND MANY OTHERS ALONG WITH THEM--LAYING THEM ALL RIGHT AT HIS FEET--AND HE HEALED THEM. AND THEY TOOK THIS DEAF-MUTE UP TO JESUS, AND PLEADED WITH HIM TO PLACE HIS HAND ON HIM. THEN HE TOOK HIM PRIVATELY FROM THE CROWD, STUCK HIS FINGERS INTO HIS EARS, SPAT UPON AND TOUCHED HIS TONGUE. THEN HE GAZED INTO THE SKY, HEAVED A SIGH, AND SAID TO HIM, “EPHPHATHA,” WHICH MEANS “BE OPENED!” WHEN TRANSLATED. AND HIS EARS IMMEDIATELY OPENED UP, AND HIS TONGUE WAS FREED, AND HE SPOKE CLEARLY. THE CROWDS WERE ASTOUNDED WHEN THEY SAW THE MUTE TALKING, THE DISABLED MADE WHOLE, THE LAME WALKING AND THE BLIND SEEING; AND THEY GLORIFIED THE GOD OF ISRAEL. AND HE ORDERED THEM NOT TO TELL ANYONE; BUT THE MORE THAT HE FORBAD THEM, THE MORE BOLDLY THEY DECLARED IT. NOW THEY WERE SO 214 AMAZED THAT THEY ALL PROCLAIMED, “HE DOES ALL THINGS TO PERFECTION; HE EVEN CAUSES THE DEAF TO HEAR AND THE SILENT TO SPEAK.” JESUS FEEDS THE FOUR THOUSAND (MATT 15:32; MARK 8:1-9A) THE DECAPOLIS AT THAT TIME, WHEN A LARGE CROWD HAD AGAIN ASSEMBLED IN THAT PLACE, THEY HAD NOTHING THERE FOR THEM TO EAT, SO HE CALLED HIS FOLLOWERS TO HIMSELF AND SAID, “I FEEL SORRY FOR THESE PEOPLE, FOR THEY’VE BEEN WITH ME THREE DAYS NOW, AND THEY HAVE GOT NOTHING TO EAT. I DO NOT WISH TO SEND THEM AWAY HUNGRY, (FOR) SOME HAVE COME GREAT DISTANCES, AND IF I WERE TO SEND THEM OFF, THEY MIGHT JUST FAINT ALONG THE WAY.” AND HIS DISCIPLES ANSWERED HIM, “WHERE CAN ANYONE GET ENOUGH FOOD TO FEED THIS CROWD IN SUCH A REMOTE LOCATION?” JESUS THEREFORE QUESTIONED THEM, “TELL ME HOW MANY LOAVES YOU HAVE?” THEY ANSWERED HIM, “SEVEN, AND A FEW MEAGER FISH.” THEN HE HAD THE CROWD SIT DOWN UPON THE GROUND. HE TOOK THE SEVEN LOAVES, AND THE FISH AS WELL, GAVE THANKS TO GOD, TORE THE LOAVES AND GAVE THEM TO HIS FOLLOWERS TO PLACE BEFORE THE PEOPLE, AND SO THEY DID. AND AFTER BLESSING THE FEW SMALL FISH THAT THEY HAD WITH THEM, HE ORDERED HIS DISCIPLES TO SET THEM BEFORE THE MULTITUDES. EVERYBODY ATE THEIR FILL; AND THEY TOOK UP SEVEN BASKETS FULL OF LEFTOVER BROKEN BITS. AND THOSE WHO ATE WERE FOUR THOUSAND IN NUMBER, NOT INCLUDING THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN. THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES (MATT 15:39-16:4A; MARK 8:9B-12; GTH 91) BETHSAIDA THEN HE SENT THE CROWD AWAY, CLIMBED INTO THE BOAT WITH HIS DISCIPLES, AND ARRIVED IN THE REGION OF DALMANUTHA, (WHICH IS ALSO KNOWN AS) MAGADAN. THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES CAME UP TO PUT JESUS TO THE TEST, LOOKING TO HIM TO SHOW THEM SOME HEAVENLY SIGN. “REVEAL YOURSELF TO US,” THEY PRODDED HIM, “SO THAT WE MIGHT BELIEVE IN YOU.” HE THEN GROANED DEEPLY IN HIS SPIRIT, AND QUESTIONED THEM, “WHY DOES THIS GENERATION NEED A SIGN? WHEN EVENING COMES, YOU SAY, ‘THE SKY IS RED, SO TODAY IT WILL BE SUNNY,’ AND IN THE MORNING YOU SAY, 215 ‘TODAY THE SKY IS RED AND CLOUDY, SO TODAY IT WILL BE STORMY.’ YOU KNOW HOW TO EXAMINE (AND) INTERPRET THE FACE OF THE EARTH AND SKY, BUT HAVE NOT RECOGNIZED THE ONE WHO IS BEFORE YOUR EYES. YOU ARE UNABLE TO READ THIS MOMENT, NOR YET READ THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. A WICKED AND ADULTEROUS PEOPLE SEEKS, AFTER SOME KIND OF MIRACULOUS SIGN, BUT I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, NO SIGN WILL BE GIVEN TO THIS GENERATION, UNLESS IT BE THE SIGN OF JONAH.” THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES, SADDUCEES, AND HEROD (MATT 16:5-12; MARK 8:13-21) BETHSAIDA, THE SEA OF GALILEE THEN JESUS WENT AWAY, LEAVING ALL OF THEM BEHIND. HE CLIMBED BACK INTO THE BOAT AND SHOVED OFF FOR THE OTHER SIDE. AND THEY FORGOT TO TAKE BREAD FOR THEIR TRIP ACROSS THE LAKE, AND ONLY HAD ONE LOAF WITH THEM IN THE BOAT. AND HE CAUTIONED THEM, SAYING, “WATCH YOURSELVES, AND BEWARE THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES, AS WELL AS THAT OF HEROD.” AND THEY DISCUSSED IT AMONG THEMSELVES, IMAGINING, “IT MUST BE FOR OUR LACK OF BREAD. WE FORGOT TO BRING BREAD WITH US!” AND JESUS, AWARE OF THEIR THOUGHTS, REPROACHED THEM: “YOU STUNTED OF FAITH, WHY DO YOU REASON TO YOURSELVES THAT IT’S FOR YOUR LACK OF BREAD? DO YOU NOT YET SEE OR UNDERSTAND? ARE YOUR HEARTS CALLUSED? DO YOU HAVE EYES THAT DO NOT SEE, AND EARS THAT DO NOT HEAR? DO YOU THEREFORE NOT RECALL WHEN I BROKE THE FIVE LOAVES FOR THE FIVE THOUSAND? HOW MANY BASKETS FULL DID YOU GATHER?” THEY ANSWERED HIM, “TWELVE.” “AND WHEN I BROKE THE SEVEN LOAVES FOR THE FOUR THOUSAND; HOW MANY BASKETS FULL OF BROKEN BITS DID YOU PICK UP?” AND THEY ANSWERED HIM, “SEVEN.” AND HE QUESTIONED THEM, “HOW DO YOU NOT YET RECOGNIZE THAT I WAS NOT TALKING TO YOU ABOUT BREAD? YOU OUGHT, RATHER, TO GUARD AGAINST THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES AND THE SADDUCEES.” ONLY THEN DID THEY REALIZE THAT HE WAS NOT TELLING THEM TO GUARD AGAINST THE YEAST USED IN THE BAKING OF BREAD, BUT AGAINST THE TEACHING OF THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES INSTEAD. 216 HEALING THE BLIND MAN IN BETHSAIDA (MARK 8:22-26) BETHSAIDA THEY CAME TO BETHSAIDA; AND THE PEOPLE BROUGHT THIS BLIND MAN UP TO HIM, AND BEGGED JESUS TO TOUCH HIM. AND HE TOOK THE BLIND MAN BY THE HAND, AND GUIDED HIM RIGHT OUT OF TOWN. THERE HE SPAT INTO HIS EYES, PLACED HIS HANDS UPON HIM, AND ASKED, “ARE YOU ABLE TO SEE ANYTHING?” AND THE MAN LOOKED UP AND SAID, “I SEE MEN; BUT THEY APPEAR TO ME AS WALKING TREES.” AFTER HE PLACED HIS HANDS UPON HIS EYES, THIS MAN’S VISION WAS RESTORED, AND HE SAW EVERYTHING CLEARLY. THEN HE SENT HIM HOME, SAYING, “DO NOT GO BACK INTO TOWN, OR REVEAL IT TO ANYONE THERE.” THOMAS’ INSIGHT AND JESUS’ WORDS TO HIM: PETER’S INSIGHT (MATT 16:13-20; MARK 8:27-30; LUKE 9:18-21; GTH PROLOGUE,1,2,13/1,2 POXY 654) THE VILLAGES NEAR CAESAREA PHILIPPI JESUS AND HIS FOLLOWERS MOVED ON TO THE VILLAGES AROUND CAESAREA PHILIPPI. AND ONE DAY, ALONG THE WAY, WHEN JESUS HAD ENTERED INTO [THAT] DISTRICT, HE WAS PRAYING PRIVATELY, AND HIS DISCIPLES WERE ALL WITH HIM. “EQUATE ME WITH SOMETHING,” JESUS BID HIS STUDENTS, “AND EXPLAIN TO ME WHAT I AM LIKE.” SIMON PETER ANSWERED HIM, “YOU ARE EVEN AS A GODLY ANGEL.” MATTHEW SAID, “YOU ARE LIKE A WISE INTELLECTUAL.” “MASTER,” SAID THOMAS, “MY MOUTH IS COMPLETELY AT A LOSS TO PUT INTO WORDS WHAT YOU ARE LIKE.” JESUS SAID, “I AM NOT YOUR MASTER, FOR YOU HAVE GROWN DRUNK, HAVING PARTAKEN OF THE LIVING SPRING THAT I MYSELF HAVE MEASURED OUT.” AND HE TOOK HIM ASIDE AND SPOKE THREE SAYINGS TO HIM. WHEN THOMAS RETURNED TO HIS COMPANIONS, THEY ASKED HIM, “WHAT DID JESUS SAY TO YOU?” THOMAS ANSWERED, “IF I WERE TO TELL YOU ONE OF THE SAYINGS THAT HE SPOKE TO ME, YOU WOULD PICK UP STONES AND THROW THEM AT ME--FLAMES WOULD THEN SHOOT OUT OF THEM AND BURN YOU UP.” THESE ARE THE MYSTERIOUS THINGS THAT THE LIVING JESUS SPOKE AND WHICH DIDYMUS JUDAS, <WHO IS> ALSO KNOWN AS THOMAS, WROTE DOWN. HE SAID, MOREOVER, “WHOEVER FINDS WHAT THESE WORDS MEAN, WILL NOT 217 EVER TASTE OF DEATH. THE SEEKER SHOULD KEEP ON SEEKING UNTIL THEY FIND, AND WHEN THEY FIND, THEY WILL BE SHAKEN, AND WHEN THEY ARE SHAKEN, THEY WILL BE ASTONISHED, AND WILL RULE OVER EVERYTHING, (AND <WHEN THEY REIGN>, THEN THEY WILL <REST.>)” THEN HE QUESTIONED HIS DISCIPLES, “WHO DO THE PEOPLE SAY THAT THE SON OF MAN IS, (AND) THE MULTITUDES, THAT I AM?” AND THEY ANSWERED HIM, “SOME SAY THAT YOU ARE JOHN THE BAPTIST, OTHERS SAY THAT YOU’RE ELIJAH, OTHERS SAY YOU’RE JEREMIAH, AND STILL OTHERS, THAT YOU’RE ONE OF THE PROPHETS--THAT ONE OF THE PROPHETS FROM AGES PAST HAS COME ALIVE.” “WELL THEN,” HE ASKED, “WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?” SIMON PETER ANSWERED HIM, “YOU ARE GOD’S MESSIAH; THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD.” AND JESUS ANSWERED, “HOW BLESSED ARE YOU, SIMON, SON OF JOHN! BECAUSE IT WAS NOT FLESH AND BLOOD THAT REVEALED THIS TO YOU, BUT IT WAS MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN. AND I AM HERE TO SAY TO YOU THAT YOU ARE A ROCK, AND ON THIS ROCK I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH, AND THE GATES OF HADES WILL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT. I WILL HAND THE KEYS OF HEAVEN’S KINGDOM OVER TO YOU; AND WHATEVER YOU BIND ON EARTH WILL BE, HAVING BEEN BOUND UP IN THE SKY, AND WHATEVER YOU LOOSE ON EARTH WILL BE, HAVING BEEN LOOSED UP IN THE SKY.” HE THEN FORBAD HIS SERVANTS FROM TELLING ANYONE ABOUT HIM, THAT HE WAS JESUS THE CHRIST. JESUS STARTS TEACHING ABOUT HIS PASSION AND HIS RESURRECTION (MATT 16:21-23; MARK 8:31-33; LUKE 9:22) NEAR CAESAREA PHILIPPI AND FROM THAT TIME FORWARD JESUS STARTED TEACHING (AND) EXPLAINING TO HIS STUDENTS THAT HE, THE SON OF MAN, MUST TRAVEL UP TO JERUSALEM AND BE SUBJECTED TO MANY ORDEALS. HE SAID, “THE SON OF MAN HAS MANY SUFFERINGS TO UNDERGO; AND TO FACE REJECTION BY THE ELDERS, CHIEF PRIESTS, AND SCRIBES, AND AFTER THAT BE PUT TO DEATH. THEN, AFTER THREE DAYS, (THAT IS TO SAY,) ON THE THIRD DAY, HE WILL BE RAISED BACK UP TO LIFE.” AND THIS HE SPOKE QUITE CLEARLY. AND PETER TOOK HIM, AND STARTED TO REPROACH HIM. “NOT SO, MY LORD!” HE PROTESTED. “THIS WILL NEVER BE TO YOU!” BUT JESUS, TURNING AND LOOKING AT HIS DISCIPLES, REBUKED HIM, SAYING, “YOU GET BEHIND ME, SATAN! YOU ARE AN OBSTRUCTION TO ME, FOR YOU ARE NOT CONCERNED WITH THE THINGS OF GOD, BUT MERELY WITH THE 218 THINGS OF MEN.” JESUS TEACHES ABOUT DISCIPLESHIP (MATT 16:24-28; MARK 8:34-9:1; LUKE 9:23-27) NEAR CAESAREA PHILIPPI THEN HE CALLED THE PEOPLE AND HIS DISCIPLES TO HIMSELF AND COUNSELED THEM, “IF ANY MAN WOULD FOLLOW ME, LET HIM FIRST DENY HIMSELF, CARRY HIS CROSS EVERY DAY AND THEN FOLLOW ME, BECAUSE WHOEVER WOULD SAVE HIS LIFE WILL END UP LOSING IT; BUT WHOEVER WOULD LOSE HIS LIFE FOR MY SAKE, AND THAT OF THE GOSPEL, WILL (BOTH) FIND (AND) SAVE IT. FOR WHAT PROFIT IS THERE FOR A MAN IF HE SHOULD COME TO POSSESS EVEN THE ENTIRE WORLD AND DO HARM TO HIMSELF (OR) FORFEIT HIS SOUL? OR WHAT DOES ANY MAN HAVE TO OFFER IN EXCHANGE FOR HIS SOUL? YOU SEE, WHOEVER DESPISES ME AND MY WORDS IN THIS ADULTEROUS AGE OF CORRUPTION, THE SON OF MAN WILL LIKEWISE DESPISE HIM WHEN HE COMES IN THE FULLNESS OF HIS SPLENDOR AND THE MAJESTY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]--IN THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY ANGELS AND THEIR GRANDEUR. FOR THE SON OF MAN WILL TRULY COME WITH ALL HIS ANGELS IN THE GLORY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND AT THAT TIME, HE WILL PAY ALL MEN IN LINE WITH THEIR WORKS.” AND HE SAID TO THEM, “I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, THERE ARE SOME WHO ARE STANDING HERE WHO WILL NOT DIE BEFORE THEY HAVE SEEN THE KINGDOM OF GOD COMING IN POWER (AND) THE SON OF MAN, IN HIS REIGN.” THE TRANSFIGURATION (MATT 17:1-8; MARK 9:2-8; LUKE 9:28-36; ACJN 90; 2PET 1:18) MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION AFTER SIX (WHOLE) DAYS HAD PASSED, ABOUT EIGHT DAYS AFTER JESUS HAD SAID ALL THIS, HE TOOK PETER AND JAMES AND ME, JOHN, THE BROTHER OF JAMES, AND LED [US] APART BY [OUR]SELVES TO HIS USUAL PRAYER SPOT HIGH UP THE MOUNTAIN, IN ORDER TO PRAY. AND EVEN AS HE WAS IN THE MIDST OF PRAYER, HE WAS CHANGED BEFORE [US] THERE. AND WE SAW SUCH LIGHT UPON HIM THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR A MAN TO DESCRIBE IT IN HUMAN TERMS. HIS FACE TRANSFORMED, AND BEAMED LIKE THE SUN, AND HIS CLOTHING BEGAN SHINING WHITE AS SNOW; WHITER, IN FACT, THAN ANY FULLER ON EARTH COULD POSSIBLY WHITEN THEM; AS WHITE AS LIGHT, AND AS BRIGHT AS A LIGHTNING BOLT. 219 JUST THEN TWO MEN, MOSES AND ELIJAH, APPEARED TO THEM IN GLORIOUS SPLENDOR, AND THEY WERE DISCUSSING HIS IMMINENT DEPARTURE, WHICH HE WAS SOON TO BRING ABOUT IN JERUSALEM. PETER AND HIS COMPANIONS WERE ALL QUITE DROWSY, BUT ONCE THEY HAD AWAKENED FULLY, THEY BEHELD HIS GLORY AND THAT OF THE TWO MEN WHO WERE STANDING THERE WITH HIM. AS THE MEN WERE DEPARTING FROM JESUS, PETER SAID TO HIM, “MASTER, SIR, IT IS GOOD THAT WE ARE HERE; IF YOU WOULD, LET US SET UP THREE TABERNACLES, ONE FOR YOU, ONE FOR MOSES, AND ANOTHER FOR ELIJAH.” NOW HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT TO SAY, (OR EVEN) WHAT HE WAS SAYING, FOR ALL OF THEM WERE TERRIFIED. AND BEHOLD, EVEN AS HE WAS SPEAKING, A BRIGHT CLOUD APPEARED AND OVERTOOK THEM ALL, AND AS THE CLOUD ENVELOPED THEM THERE, THEY WERE PARALYZED WITH FEAR. AND A VOICE CAME FROM THE CLOUD, SAYING, “THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, THE ELECT ONE; I AM TRULY PLEASED WITH HIM. YOU MUST HEAR HIM.” WHEN THE VOICE HAD SPOKEN (AND) THE DISCIPLES HAD HEARD IT, THEY FELL TO THEIR FACES ON THE GROUND IN FEAR. BUT JESUS CAME AND TOUCHED THEM. “RISE UP, AND FEAR NOT,” HE SAID. ALL OF A SUDDEN THEY LOOKED UP (AND) AROUND, AND NO LONGER SAW ANYONE THERE WITH HIM. JESUS WAS ALL ALONE AND IN THEIR MIDST, AND THEY LET NO ONE KNOW AT THE TIME ABOUT WHAT THEY HAD SEEN. (AND WE DID OURSELVES HEAR THIS VOICE FROM THE HEAVENS, FOR WE WERE WITH HIM ON THE SACRED MOUNTAIN.) A SECOND TRANSFIGURATION (ACJN 90, 91) MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION HE LED THE THREE OF US UP THE MOUNTAIN AGAIN IN A SIMILAR WAY, SAYING, “COME UP WITH ME.” ONCE AGAIN WE WENT ALONG, AND WE SAW HIM PRAYING AT A DISTANCE. NOW BECAUSE HE LOVED ME, (JOHN,) I DREW NEAR TO HIM SILENTLY, JUST AS IF HE WOULD NOT SEE, AND STOOD AND WATCHED HIM FROM BEHIND. NOW I COULD TELL THAT HE WAS NOT WEARING CLOTHES, BUT APPEARED TO US AS NAKED, YET NOT THE LEAST BIT LIKE A MORTAL. HIS FEET WERE SO MUCH WHITER THAN SNOW THAT THEY LIT UP THE VERY GROUND BENEATH HIM, AND HIS HEAD REACHED INTO THE SKY, AND THE SIGHT WAS SUCH THAT I SHRIEKED IN FRIGHT. THEN HE TURNED AROUND AND APPEARED AS SMALL AS ANY MAN! AND HE TOOK HOLD OF MY BEARD, AND PULLING IT HE SAID TO ME, “JOHN, DO NOT BE DOUBTFUL, BUT BELIEVING; AND STOP BEING SO 220 NOSY.” “LORD,” I ASKED, “WHAT DID I DO?” AND LET ME TELL YOU, MY BROTHERS, FOR THIRTY DAYS I SUFFERED SUCH AGONY WHERE HE GRABBED ME BY MY BEARD, THAT I COMPLAINED TO HIM, “LORD, IF YOUR LIGHTHEARTED TUG HAS CAUSED ME SUCH PAIN, WHAT WOULD IT HAVE BEEN LIKE IF YOU HAD DRUBBED ME BUT GOOD?” AND HE ANSWERED ME, “FROM THIS TIME FORTH, MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS NEVER TO PROVOKE THE ONE WHO IS NOT TO BE TEMPTED.” BUT PETER AND JAMES WERE ANGERED BY MY DISCUSSION WITH THE LORD AND GESTURED FOR ME TO COME TO THEM AND LEAVE THE LORD ALONE. SO I WENT OVER TO WHERE THEY WERE, AND THEY BOTH PRODDED ME, “WHO WAS THE LORD TALKING TO ON THE MOUNTAIN TOP, FOR WE HEARD TWO OF THEM SPEAKING?” AND WHEN I THOUGHT ABOUT THE EXTENT OF HIS COMPASSION AS IT RELATES TO HIS ALL-ENCOMPASSING NATURE AND HIS WISDOM, WHICH HAS NEVER GROWN WEARY OF WATCHING OVER US, I REPLIED, “IF YOU WERE TO ASK THIS OF HIM, YOU WOULD GET YOUR ANSWER.” JESUS REVEALS THAT JOHN THE BAPTIST IS ELIJAH (MATT 17:9-13; MARK 9:9-13; LUKE 9:37A) [THIS MEANS THE NON-APOSTLE LORD YAHWEH [LADY VICTORIA] IS THE LORD STEPHEN [LADY STEPHANIE], WHICH IS THE LORD YAHWEH STEPHEN [LADY VICTORIA STEPHANIE] ON THE 0TH TO 1ST LEVEL, THE APOSTLE LORD JEHOVAH [LADY VICTORIA] IS THE LORD CHURCH [LADY CHURCH] ON THE 1ST TO 2ND LEVEL, THE APOSTLE LORD PETER [LADY VICTORIA] IS THE LORD ISRAEL [LADY RACHEL] ON THE 2ND TO 3RD LEVEL, THE APOSTLE LORD JOHN [LADY ELIZABETH] IS THE LORD ELIJAH [LADY VICTORIA] ON THE 3RD TO 4TH LEVEL, THE APOSTLE LORD JESUS [LADY MARY] IS THE LORD MOSES [LADY ZIPPORAH] ON THE 4TH TO 5TH LEVEL, THE APOSTLE LORD JAMES [LADY MARY] IS THE LORD MICHAEL [LADY MICHAL] ON THE 5TH TO 6TH LEVEL, THE APOSTLE LORD STEPHEN [LADY STEPHANIE] IS THE LORD JOB [LADY VICTORIA] ON THE 6TH TO 7TH LEVEL, THE NON-APOSTLE LORD STEPHEN [LADY VICTORIA] IS THE LORD ENOCH [LADY EDNA] ON THE 7TH TO 8TH LEVEL, THE NON-APOSTLE LORD YAHWEH [LADY VICTORIA] IS THE LORD STEPHEN [LADY STEPHANIE] ON THE 8TH TO 9TH LEVEL, WHICH IS THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH [LADY STEPHANIE VICTORIA] ON THE 10TH LEVEL FROM LUKE 24:1-ACTS 9:30] MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION AND THE FOLLOWING DAY, AS THEY WERE COMING DOWN THE MOUNTAINSIDE, HE CONSTRAINED THEM, “DO NOT TELL ANYONE WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN UNTIL THE SON OF MAN HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD.” SO, THEY KEPT IT TO THEMSELVES, BUT WONDERED WHAT HE MEANT BY, “RISING UP FROM THE DEAD.” AND THE DISCIPLES ASKED HIM, “SO WHY IS IT THAT THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES MAINTAIN THAT ELIJAH MUST APPEAR BEFOREHAND?” AND JESUS ANSWERED THEM, “WHEN ELIJAH DOES COME, HE WILL RESTORE ALL THINGS-- EVEN AS IT STANDS WRITTEN OF THE SON OF MAN--THAT HE MUST UNDERGO MANY SUFFERINGS AND BE DESPISED. BUT I AM HERE TO TELL YOU, ELIJAH HAS ALREADY COME, YET THESE PEOPLE NEVER ACKNOWLEDGED HIM. THEY DID JUST WHAT THEY WANTED TO DO TO HIM, EVEN AS IT IS WRITTEN ABOUT HIM. THE SON OF MAN IS TO SUFFER THE SAME FATE AT THEIR HANDS. THE DISCIPLES THEN RECOGNIZED THAT HE WAS TALKING TO THEM ABOUT JOHN THE BAPTIST.” 221 THE DEMON THE DISCIPLES COULD NOT CAST OUT (MATT 17:14-21; MARK 9:14-29; LUKE 9:37B-43A) AT THE FOOT OF THE MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION NOW WHEN THEY HAD COME DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN AND TO THE DISCIPLES, THEY SAW A GREAT CROWD SURROUNDING THEM, AND SOME SCRIBES CLASHING WITH THEM. AND WHEN EVERYONE CAUGHT SIGHT OF HIM, THEY WERE STARTLED, AND ALL OF THEM GREW FEARFUL. THEY THEN RAN UP TO WELCOME HIM. NOW WHEN THEY HAD ASSEMBLED TOGETHER, JESUS ASKED THE PEOPLE THERE, “WHAT ARE YOU TALKING TO THE DISCIPLES ABOUT?” AND SOMEONE FROM THE CROWD WENT UP TO JESUS AND KNELT BEFORE HIM, CRYING OUT, “TEACHER, SIR, I HAVE BROUGHT YOU MY SON. I’M BEGGING YOU, HAVE A LOOK AT HIM (AND) SHOW HIM SOME COMPASSION. FOR HE IS MY ONLY CHILD, AND HE HAS BEEN TAKEN WITH THIS AFFLICTION. HE HAS A SPIRIT OF MUTENESS, AND HE SUFFERS INTENSELY. WHEREVER IT TAKES HOLD OF HIM, HE SCREAMS OUT SUDDENLY; AND IT HURLS HIM DOWN IN SUCH CONVULSIONS THAT HE FOAMS AND GRINDS HIS TEETH AND BECOMES ALL WITHERED. HE IS FOREVER FALLING INTO FIRE AND WATER. IT HARDLY EVER LEAVES HIM AND EVEN NOW IS KILLING HIM. I BROUGHT HIM HERE TO YOUR DISCIPLES AND ASKED, (NAY) BEGGED THEM TO CAST THE SPIRIT OUT, BUT THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO HEAL HIM.” AND HE ANSWERED THEM, “OH FALSE-HEARTED AND UNBELIEVING GENERATION, HOW LONG MUST I REMAIN WITH YOU? HOW LONG DO I HAVE TO PUT UP WITH YOU? BRING YOUR SON OVER HERE TO ME.” SO, THEY TOOK THE BOY OVER TO JESUS; AND JUST THEN, EVEN AS HE WAS ON HIS WAY, THE FILTHY SPIRIT CAUGHT SIGHT OF HIM, AND RIGHT AWAY HE WRACKED THE BOY, THROWING HIM TOSSING AND FOAMING TO THE GROUND. AND HE ASKED HIS FATHER, “HOW LONG HAS HE SUFFERED THIS?” AND HE ANSWERED, “FROM HIS EARLIEST CHILDHOOD. IT HAS TOSSED HIM REPEATEDLY INTO FIRE AND WATER IN ITS EFFORTS TO DESTROY HIM. BUT IF YOU CAN HELP US OUT, THEN HAVE MERCY ON US.” THEN JESUS ASKED HIM, “IF YOU CAN? ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE FOR ONE WHO HAS FAITH.” THE CHILD’S FATHER IMMEDIATELY CRIED OUT, “I DO BELIEVE; HELP ME OVERCOME MY DOUBTS!” AND WHEN JESUS SAW THAT A MOB WAS COMING, HE COMMANDED THE UNCLEAN DEMON SPIRIT, SAYING TO IT, “I ORDER YOU, YOU SPIRIT OF MUTENESS AND DEAFNESS, TO LEAVE HIM NOW AND NEVER GO BACK.” 222 THEN, SHRIEKING AND TEARING HIM GOOD, THE SPIRIT LEFT HIM, AND HE LAID THERE AS DEAD. MOST OF THEM, IN FACT, SAID THAT HE WAS DEAD. BUT JESUS GRABBED THE BOY BY HIS HAND, PICKED HIM UP, AND HE AROSE. AND HE WAS HEALED FROM THAT VERY MOMENT; AND JESUS RESTORED HIM TO HIS FATHER. AND THEY WERE ALL AMAZED BY THE GREATNESS OF GOD. THEN, ON ENTERING INTO THE HOUSE, HIS DISCIPLES APPROACHED HIM AND ASKED HIM IN PRIVATE, “WHY COULD WE NOT CAST IT OUT?” AND HE ANSWERED THEM, “BECAUSE YOU ARE STUNTED IN YOUR FAITH. I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, IF YOU HAD FAITH AS SMALL AS A MUSTARD SEED, YOU COULD SAY TO THIS MOUNTAIN, ‘MOVE FROM THIS PLACE OVER TO THAT,’ AND IT WOULD DO SO. NOTHING WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU. BUT THIS KIND OF SPIRIT CANNOT LEAVE MEN EXCEPT BY MEANS OF FASTING AND PRAYER.” JESUS AGAIN TRIES TO EXPLAIN TO HIS DISCIPLES ABOUT HIS DEATH (MATT 17:22-23; MARK 9:30-32; LUKE 9:43B-45) GALILEE EVEN AS THEY WERE ALL MARVELING AT EVERYTHING THAT JESUS HAD DONE, THEY MOVED ON INTO GALILEE. NOW HE DID NOT WANT ANYONE KNOWING ABOUT IT; BECAUSE WHEN THEY HAD GATHERED THERE, HE WAS GIVING INSTRUCTION TO HIS DISCIPLES. HE SAID, “LISTEN CLOSE TO WHAT I SAY: THE SON OF MAN IS TO BE BETRAYED INTO THE HANDS OF MEN, AND THEY ARE GOING TO MURDER HIM. AFTER THAT, ON THE THIRD DAY AFTER HE HAS BEEN PUT TO DEATH, HE WILL THEN BE STIRRED (AND) RAISED TO LIFE.” BUT THE DISCIPLES WERE DEJECTED, AND THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND HIS WORDS. THEY WERE HIDDEN FROM THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT UNDERSTAND THEM; AND THEY WERE TOO AFRAID TO ASK HIM TO EXPLAIN THEM. JESUS, PETER, AND THE SHEKEL (MATT 17:24-27; MARK 9:33A) CAPERNAUM WHEN THEY ARRIVED IN CAPERNAUM, THE HALF-SHEKEL COLLECTORS CAME UP TO PETER AND ASKED, “DOES YOUR TEACHER PAY THE TEMPLE TAX?” “OF COURSE, HE DOES,” HE ANSWERED THEM. AND ON ENTERING INTO THE HOUSE, JESUS SPOKE TO PETER FIRST, SAYING, “SIMON, TELL ME WHAT SEEMS RIGHT TO YOU. FROM WHOM DO EARTHLY KINGS COLLECT TOLL OR TRIBUTE, THEIR OWN CHILDREN OR THOSE UNRELATED TO THEMSELVES?” AND WHEN PETER 223 ANSWERED, “FROM OUTSIDERS,” JESUS EXPLAINED, “SONS ARE THEREFORE NOT OBLIGED. HOWEVER, SO AS NOT TO OFFEND THEM, GO AND CAST A HOOK INTO THE SEA, TAKE THE FISH THAT YOU CATCH FIRST, AND WHEN YOU OPEN UP ITS MOUTH YOU WILL FIND A SHEKEL THERE. TAKE IT AND PAY THEM ON BEHALF OF BOTH OF US.” WHOEVER IS LEAST IS GREATEST (MATT 18:1-14; MARK 9:33B-50; LUKE 9:46-50; GPH 31) CAPERNAUM A DISPUTE BROKE OUT AMONG THE DISCIPLES AS TO WHICH OF THEM WOULD BECOME THE MORE PREEMINENT. JESUS, KNOWING THEIR THOUGHTS, QUESTIONED THEM, “WHAT WERE YOU TALKING ABOUT ALONG THE WAY?” THEY, HOWEVER, DID NOT ANSWER, FOR AS THEY WERE WALKING ALONG, THEY HAD SPOKEN TOGETHER AS TO WHICH OF THEM WAS TO BECOME THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS. AND HE SAT DOWN, SUMMONED THE TWELVE AND INSTRUCTED THEM, “IF ANYONE WOULD STRIVE TO BE FIRST, HE MUST BE THE LOWEST--EVEN A SERVANT TO ALL PEOPLE.” THEN THE DISCIPLES CAME TO JESUS, ASKING, “WHO, THEREFORE, IS THE GREATEST IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN?” CALLING A CHILD TO HIMSELF, JESUS TOOK HOLD OF HIM AND HAD HIM STAND RIGHT NEXT TO HIM BEFORE THEM. AND DRAWING HIM INTO HIS ARMS, HE INFORMED THEM, “I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, UNLESS YOU TRANSFORM YOURSELVES AND BECOME LIKE CHILDREN, YOU WILL NEVER MAKE IT INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. FOR THIS REASON, WHOEVER HUMBLES HIMSELF AND BECOMES LIKE THIS CHILD, WILL BE GREATEST IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. WHOEVER RECEIVES ANY OF THESE CHILDREN, SUCH AS THIS ONE, IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS, IN FACT, RECEIVING ME; AND WHOEVER RECEIVES ME IS NOT RECEIVING ME ALONE, BUT ALSO THE ONE WHO SENT ME. YOU SEE, THE MOST-HUMBLE AMONG YOU WILL BE THE MOST PREEMINENT.” THEN JOHN SAID TO HIM, “TEACHER, SIR, WE SAW THIS MAN CASTING OUT EVIL SPIRITS IN YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND WE TRIED TO STOP HIM BECAUSE HE WAS NOT FROM THOSE OF US WHO FOLLOW YOU.” BUT JESUS ANSWERED, “DO NOT PREVENT HIM BECAUSE THERE IS NOT ANYONE WHO COULD WORK A MIRACLE IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND TURN AROUND AND MALIGN ME. SEE, WHOEVER IS NOT OPPOSED TO US IS FOR US, (AND) WHOEVER IS NOT AGAINST YOU IS ON YOUR SIDE. FOR TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU, HE WILL NEVER FORFEIT HIS REWARD WHO, BECAUSE YOU ARE OF THE ANOINTED, GIVES YOU SO MUCH AS A CUP OF WATER 224 TO DRINK IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. “EVEN SO, IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR WHOEVER SADDENS EVEN ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES WHO TRUSTS IN ME, TO HAVE A GIANT MILLSTONE HUNG AROUND HIS NECK, (AND WITH THAT) MILLSTONE RINGING HIS NECK, BE TOSSED INTO THE SEA TO DROWN. CURSE THE WORLD FOR ITS DECEIT! IT IS INEVITABLE THAT DECEPTIONS SHOULD COME, BUT CURSE THE MAN BY WHOM THESE SCHEMES ARE SET IN PLACE! NOW IF YOUR HAND LEADS YOU TO YOUR RUIN, THEN CHOP IT OFF AND CAST IT OUT. BETTER THAT YOU SHOULD GO THROUGH LIFE WITH BUT ONE HAND, THEN WITH TWO HANDS TO ENTER INTO GEHENNA, WHERE THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE, AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED. AND IF YOUR FOOT SHOULD LEAD YOU INTO SIN, THEN CUT IT OFF. IT IS BETTER FOR YOU TO ENTER INTO LIFE WITH A SINGLE FOOT, THAN WITH TWO FEET TO WALK INTO THE EVERLASTING FLAMES, WHERE THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE, AND THE FIRE IS NOT PUT OUT. AND IF YOUR EYE SHOULD DRAW YOU INTO ERROR, PULL IT OUT AND THROW IT AWAY. BETTER THAT YOU SHOULD GO THROUGH LIFE WITH A SINGLE EYE (AND) ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD, THEN WITH TWO EYES TO BE SENT INTO THE FIRE OF GEHENNA, WHERE THEIR WORM NEVER DIES, AND THE FIRE IS NOT PUT OUT. EVERYONE WILL BE SALTED WITH FIRE, AND EVERY SACRIFICE WILL BE SALTED WITH SALT. SALT IS USEFUL, BUT IF THE SALT SHOULD LOSE ITS TASTE, HOW EVER CAN YOU SALT IT AGAIN? HAVE SALT WITHIN YOURSELVES, AND BE AT PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER.” (THE APOSTLES TAUGHT THEIR DISCIPLES, “MAY THE FULLNESS OF OUR OFFERING BE SALTED WITH SALT.” NOW WHEN THEY SAID “SALT,” WHAT THEY MEANT WAS “WISDOM” IN CODE, FOR WITHOUT THAT, NO OFFERING IS ACCEPTABLE. WISDOM AS IT STANDS TODAY IS BARREN AND WITHOUT A CHILD. SHE IS THEREFORE CALLED A “<HINT> OF SALT.” WHEREVER THEY <SHOULD GATHER> IN THEIR SPECIAL WAY, THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL <JOIN WITH THEM,> AND MANY ARE HER CHILDREN!) “BE CAREFUL NOT TO SCORN ANY OF THESE LITTLE ONES WHO TRUST IN ME, FOR I AM HERE TO TELL YOU THAT IN HEAVEN, THEIR ANGELS GAZE ENDLESSLY UPON THE FACE OF MY HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN]. THE SON OF MAN CAME TO RESTORE WHAT HAD BEEN LOST. “WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE? IF A MAN SHOULD HAVE A HUNDRED SHEEP AND ONE OF THEM SHOULD WANDER OFF, DOES HE NOT LEAVE THE NINETY-NINE BEHIND ON THE HILLS AND GO SEARCHING FOR THE ONE THAT WALKED AWAY? AND IF HE MANAGES TO FIND IT, I TELL YOU MOST ASSUREDLY THAT HE TAKES 225 GREATER PLEASURE IN THAT ONE THAN IN THE NINETY-NINE THAT NEVER STRAYED. LIKEWISE, IT IS NOT THE WILL OF MY HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] THAT EVEN ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES SHOULD PERISH. JESUS INSTRUCTS PETER TO FORGIVE (MATT 18:15-35; GTH 30,48/30 POXY 1; GNAZ 5, QUOTE BY JEROME, AGAINST PELAGIANS 3.2B) CAPERNAUM “IF YOUR BROTHER SHOULD SIN AGAINST YOU, GO AND, JUST BETWEEN THE TWO OF YOU, EXPLAIN TO HIM WHERE HE IS WRONG. AND IF HE SHOULD HEED YOUR WORDS, THEN YOU WILL HAVE WON HIM OVER. BUT IF HE SHOULD NOT, THEN TAKE ONE OR TWO OTHERS ALONG WITH YOU, SO THAT ‘UNDER THE TESTIMONY OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES, EVERY WORD MIGHT BE UPHELD.’ IF HE REFUSES TO LISTEN EVEN TO THEM, THEN LET THE CONGREGATION KNOW. AND IF HE THEN DOES NOT GIVE HEED, THEN LET HIM BE IN YOUR SIGHT AS A PAGAN OR A TAX-COLLECTOR. I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, WHATEVER YOU BIND ON EARTH WILL BE, HAVING BEEN BOUND UP ABOVE; AND WHATEVER YOU LOOSE ON EARTH WILL BE, HAVING BEEN LOOSED UP ABOVE. IF, IN A SINGLE HOUSE, TWO SHOULD COME TO TERMS TOGETHER, THEY WILL BID THE MOUNTAIN, ‘MOVE AWAY!’ AND IT WILL BE MOVED. ONCE AGAIN, I SAY TO YOU, IF TWO OF YOU SHOULD AGREE ON EARTH ABOUT ANYTHING FOR WHICH THEY ASK, IT WILL BE DONE FOR THEM BY MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN. YOU SEE, WHEREVER TWO OR THREE ARE GATHERED IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THERE I AM IN THE MIDST OF THEM. (AND) WHERE THERE ARE THREE DIVINE BEINGS, THEY ARE GODS <APART FROM> GOD. AND WHERE THERE ARE TWO OR EVEN ONE, I SAY, ‘I LIVE WITHIN THAT ONE.’ PICK UP A ROCK, AND YOU’LL FIND ME THERE. SPLIT APART A CHUNK OF WOOD, AND THERE WILL I BE.” THEN PETER WENT UP TO JESUS AND ASKED, “MASTER, HOW OFTEN SHOULD I FORGIVE MY BROTHER WHEN HE SINS AGAINST ME?” JESUS ANSWERED HIM, “IF YOUR BROTHER OR SISTER HAS SLANDERED YOU AND MAKES IT RIGHT, ACCEPT HIM OR HER SEVEN TIMES A DAY.” SIMON, HIS DISCIPLE, QUESTIONED HIM, “SEVEN TIMES IN JUST ONE DAY?” JESUS ANSWERED, “I AM SAYING TO YOU, MORE THAN JUST THOSE SEVEN TIMES, BUT SEVENTY-SEVEN, (EVEN) SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN. FOR EVEN THE PROPHETS THEMSELVES, AFTER THEY HAD BEEN ANOINTED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, WERE CAPABLE OF SINFUL SPEECH. “THEREFORE, THE HEAVENLY DOMINION IS LIKE A KING WHO WANTED TO 226 SETTLE ACCOUNTS WITH HIS SERVANTS. WHEN HE BEGAN TO RECKON WITH THEM, ONE OF THEM WHO OWE TEN THOUSAND TALENTS WAS BROUGHT TO HIM; AND SEEING THAT HE COULD NOT PAY, HIS MASTER COMMANDED THAT HE BE SOLD, ALONG WITH HIS WIFE, HIS CHILDREN, AND EVERYTHING THAT HE OWNED AS PAYMENT. AND SO THE SERVANT FELL TO HIS KNEES AND BEGGED, ‘LORD, IF YOU’LL ONLY HAVE PATIENCE WITH ME, I WILL PAY YOU BACK ONE HUNDRED PERCENT.’ AND HIS MASTER FELT SORRY FOR HIM, CANCELED HIS DEBT, AND SET HIM FREE. “THAT VERY SERVANT WENT RIGHT OUT AND TRACKED DOWN ONE OF HIS FELLOWS WHO OWED HIM A HUNDRED DENARII. HE LATCHED ONTO HIM AND STARTED TO STRANGLE HIM, INSISTING, ‘PAY ME BACK EVERYTHING YOU OWE!’ AND HIS FELLOW SERVANT FELL DOWN AND PLEADED WITH HIM, ‘HAVE PATIENCE WITH ME, AND I WILL PAY IT ALL BACK.’ BUT HE REFUSED; GOING OFF INSTEAD AND HAVING HIM CAST INTO PRISON UNTIL HE COULD FULLY REPAY HIS DEBT. “WHEN SOME OTHER SERVANTS SAW THAT, THEY BECAME VERY UPSET AND WENT AND RELATED ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED TO THEIR MASTER. THEN HIS MASTER SENT FOR HIM, AND REPROVED HIM: ‘YOU WICKED SERVANT! I FORGAVE YOUR ENTIRE DEBT BECAUSE YOU BEGGED ME TO. WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN FITTING FOR YOU TO HAVE SHOWN MERCY TO YOUR FELLOW SERVANT, EVEN AS I SHOWED MERCY TO YOU?’ AND HIS MASTER BECAME ANGRY AND TURNED HIM OVER TO THE JAILERS, UNTIL HE COULD PAY HIS DEBT IN FULL. EVEN SO WILL MY HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] DEAL WITH YOU, IF YOU REFUSE TO PARDON YOUR BROTHER FROM YOUR INNERMOST BEINGS.” THE SOLEMNITY AND PRICE OF DISCIPLESHIP (MATT 8:19-22; LUKE 9:57-62; GTH 86) SEA OF GALILEE AND AS THEY TRAVELED ALONG THE WAY, A CERTAIN SCRIBE SAID TO HIM, “TEACHER, I WILL FOLLOW YOU WHEREVER YOU GO.” AND JESUS ANSWERED, “FOXES HAVE THEIR HOLES, AND THE BIRDS OF THE SKY, THEIR NESTS; BUT THE SON OF MAN HAS NO PLACE WHERE HIS HEAD MIGHT REST.” AND TO ANOTHER, A DISCIPLE OF HIS, HE SAID, “FOLLOW ME.” BUT HE ANSWERED HIM, “SIR, LET ME GO FIRST AND BURY MY FATHER.” AND JESUS SAID TO HIM, “FOLLOW ME, AND LEAVE THE DEAD TO BURY THEIR OWN. BUT AS FOR YOU, GO OUT AND MAKE KNOWN THE KINGDOM OF GOD.” STILL ANOTHER ONE OF THEM AFFIRMED, “I WILL FOLLOW YOU, SIR, BUT FIRST 227 LET ME GO AND BID MY FAMILY FAREWELL.” AND JESUS ANSWERED, “NO ONE WHO PUTS HIS HAND TO A PLOUGH WHILE LOOKING BEHIND IS SUITED TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD.” JESUS’ BROTHERS URGE HIM TO REVEAL HIMSELF (JOHN 7:2-9) GALILEE NOW THE JEWISH FEAST OF TABERNACLES WAS APPROACHING, SO HIS BROTHERS PRESSURED HIM, “WHY NOT LEAVE AND GO TO JUDEA, SO THAT YOUR FOLLOWERS MIGHT ALSO BEAR WITNESS TO YOUR WONDERS. AFTER ALL, NO ONE WHO WISHES TO LIVE IN THE PUBLIC EYE EVER DOES ANYTHING ON THE SLY. IF YOU CAN DO ALL OF THESE THINGS, THEN SHOW YOURSELF TO THE ENTIRE WORLD.” YOU SEE, EVEN HIS OWN BROTHERS DID NOT BELIEVE IN HIM. JESUS THEREFORE SAID TO THEM, “IT IS NOT MY TIME AS YET, BUT YOUR TIME IS ALWAYS AT HAND. THE WORLD CANNOT HATE YOU, BUT IT DOES HATE ME FOR TESTIFYING AGAINST ITS EVIL WORKINGS. YOU GO ON UP TO THIS FEAST. I AM NOT GOING UP JUST YET, FOR MY TIME HAS NOT YET COME.” AND WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN THESE THINGS TO THEM, HE REMAINED BEHIND IN GALILEE. JESUS SECRETLY HEADS FOR JERUSALEM (LUKE 9:51-56; JOHN 7:10) SAMARIA AND AFTER HIS BROTHERS HAD SET OUT FOR THE FEAST, THE TIME CAME FOR HIM TO BE TAKEN UP, SO HE RESOLVED TO GO UP HIMSELF--NOT OPENLY, MIND YOU, BUT SECRETLY, AS IT WERE. AND HE SENT MESSENGERS AHEAD OF HIM. AND AFTER LEAVING THAT PLACE, THEY ENTERED INTO A SAMARITAN VILLAGE TO MAKE THINGS READY FOR HIM. BUT THE PEOPLE THERE DID NOT WELCOME HIM, FOR HE WAS ON HIS WAY THROUGH TO JERUSALEM. AND WHEN HIS DISCIPLES JAMES AND JOHN SAW THIS, THEY ASKED HIM, “LORD, WOULD YOU HAVE US CALL DOWN FIRE FROM THE SKY TO CONSUME THEM AS ELIJAH ONCE DID?” BUT JESUS TURNED AROUND AND REBUKED THEM, SAYING, “YOU DO NOT RECOGNIZE THE NATURE OF YOUR SPIRIT, FOR THE SON OF MAN DID NOT COME TO DESTROY HUMAN LIFE, BUT TO RESTORE IT.” AND THEY MOVED ON TO ANOTHER TOWN. 228 JESUS AT THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES (JOHN 7:11-8:1; GTH 38,53,59,108/38 POXY 655; OSOL 30; THE HEAVENLY DIALOGUE, QUOTE BY ORIGEN, AGAINST CELSUS 8.15) JERUSALEM SO THE JEWS WERE LOOKING FOR HIM AT THE FEAST, SAYING, “WHERE IS THAT MAN?” AND THE CROWDS WERE BUSTLING WITH TALK ABOUT HIM THERE; SOME WERE SAYING, “HE IS A RIGHTEOUS MAN,” BUT OTHERS CONTENDED, “NO, HE IS LEADING THE PEOPLE ASTRAY.” EVEN SO, NO ONE SPOKE OPENLY ABOUT HIM FOR FEAR OF THE JEWS. AND IT WAS ABOUT MIDWAY THROUGH THE FEAST WHEN JESUS WENT UP INTO THE TEMPLE AND STARTED TO TEACH. AND THERE THE JEWS ALL MARVELED AND ASKED, “HOW DID THIS MAN ACQUIRE SUCH KNOWLEDGE WITHOUT THE BENEFIT OF AN EDUCATION?” AND JESUS ANSWERED, “THIS IS NOT MY OWN DOCTRINE, BUT THAT OF THE ONE WHO SENT ME. IF ANY ONE SHOULD DO HIS WILL, HE WILL COME TO RECOGNIZE WHETHER THIS TEACHING COMES FROM GOD, OR IF I AM SPEAKING ON MY OWN. WHOEVER SPEAKS ON HIS OWN AUTHORITY, SEEKS HIS OWN GLORY, BUT ANYONE WHO SEEKS TO GLORIFY THE ONE WHO SENDS HIM IS AUTHENTIC, AND NO FALSITY EXISTS WITHIN HIM. DID NOT MOSES GIVE YOU THE LAW? ALL THE SAME, NOT EVEN ONE OF YOU KEEPS TO THE LAW, SO WHY ARE YOU LOOKING TO MURDER ME?” “YOU’RE, DEMON-POSSESSED,” THE PEOPLE REPLIED. “JUST WHO IS IT THAT IS SEEKING YOUR DEATH?” “I DID ONE MIRACLE AND YOU’RE ALL AMAZED?” JESUS REPLIED. “STILL, YOU WILL CIRCUMCISE A CHILD ON THE SABBATH DAY BECAUSE MOSES PASSED CIRCUMCISION DOWN TO YOU, THOUGH IT DID NOT ACTUALLY STEM FROM HIM, BUT THE PATRIARCHS INSTEAD. SO, IF YOU CAN CIRCUMCISE A BOY ON THE SABBATH TO KEEP FROM BREAKING THE MOSAIC LAW, THEN WHY ARE YOU ENRAGED AT ME FOR RESTORING A MAN TO PERFECT HEALTH ON THE SABBATH DAY? DO NOT JUDGE BY APPEARANCES, BUT BY RIGHTEOUSNESS INSTEAD.” “IS CIRCUMCISION BENEFICIAL OR NOT?” HIS DISCIPLES ASKED HIM. HE ANSWERED, “IF IT WERE OF ANY USE, THEIR FATHER [STEPHEN] WOULD BRING FORTH FROM THEIR MOTHERS, CHILDREN WHO ARE CIRCUMCISED ALREADY. IT IS, RATHER, THE TRUE CIRCUMCISION--THAT OF THE SPIRIT--THAT HAS BECOME BENEFICIAL IN ITS EVERY ASPECT.” THEN SOME OF THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM STARTED TO ASK, “IS THIS NOT THE MAN THEY ARE TRYING TO KILL? AND THERE HE GOES SPEAKING FREELY AMONG THEM. THEY ARE NOT SAYING A WORD TO HIM. HAVE THE LEADERS ALL CONCLUDED THAT HE IS THE MESSIAH? WE KNOW WHERE THIS MAN CAME 229 FROM, BUT WHEN THE MESSIAH COMES, NO ONE WILL KNOW WHERE HE CAME FROM.” AND AS JESUS WAS TEACHING IN THE TEMPLE, HE CRIED OUT TO THEM, “YOU HAVE KNOWN ME, HAVE YOU? AND WHERE I CAME FROM TOO? I DID NOT COME OF MY OWN ACCORD. THE ONE WHO SENT ME IS GENUINE, AND YOU HAVE CERTAINLY NEVER KNOWN HIM! I KNOW HIM BECAUSE I CAME FROM HIS VERY PRESENCE, AND HE WAS THE ONE WHO SENT ME HERE.” SO, THEY TRIED TO APPREHEND HIM, BUT NONE COULD GET THEIR HANDS ON HIM, SINCE HIS TIME HAD NOT YET COME. AND MANY WHO WERE IN THAT CROWD PLACED THEIR TRUST IN HIM AND PROCLAIMED, “WHEN THE MESSIAH DOES COME, WILL HE DO MORE SIGNS THAN THIS MAN HAS?” THE PHARISEES HEARD THE PEOPLE SPEAKING THESE THINGS UNDER THEIR BREATH ABOUT HIM, SO ALONG WITH THE HIGH-RANKING PRIESTS, THEY SENT OFFICERS OUT TO ARREST HIM. JESUS THEREFORE SAID TO THEM, “I WILL ONLY BE WITH YOU A LITTLE LONGER, AND THEN BE OFF TO HIM WHO SENT ME. YOU HAVE OFTEN LONGED TO HEAR THE WORDS THAT I AM NOW PASSING ON TO YOU, AND YOU’VE GOT NO ONE ELSE TO HEAR THEM FROM. EVEN SO, THE DAYS ARE COMING WHEN YOU WILL SEEK FOR ME AND FIND ME NOT, AND IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU TO COME OVER TO WHERE I AM.” SO, THE JEWS THEN STARTED ASKING EACH OTHER, “WHERE IS HE OFF TO, THEN, THAT WE WILL BE UNABLE TO FIND HIM? WILL HE GO AWAY AND LIVE AMONG THE GENTILES, AND TEACH AMONG THE GREEKS? AND WHAT IS THIS SAYING OF HIS, ‘YOU WILL SEEK ME, BUT NOT EVER FIND ME,’ AND, ‘YOU CANNOT COME TO WHERE I AM’?” (AND) JESUS SAID, “AS LONG AS YOU REMAIN ALIVE, YOU MUST LOOK TO THE ONE WHO LIVES; OTHERWISE YOU JUST MIGHT DIE, AND WHEN YOU SEEK FOR THE LIVING ONE, YOU WILL BE UNABLE TO FIND HIM.” ON THE FINAL AND MOST IMPORTANT DAY OF THE FEAST, JESUS STOOD AND CRIED ALOUD, “IF ANYONE IS THIRSTY, LET HIM COME TO ME AND DRINK. ANYONE WHO DRINKS FROM MY MOUTH WILL BECOME LIKE ME! I WILL, IN FACT, BECOME THAT MAN, AND THE HIDDEN THINGS WILL OPEN UP TO HIM. MANY ARE THOSE WHO CIRCLE THE WELL, YET NO ONE EVER DRAWS FROM IT. WHY FEAR NOW WHEN YOU’VE COME SO FAR? ISN’T IT CLEAR TO YOU THAT I LACK NEITHER COURAGE, NOR A WEAPON, WHOSOEVER TRUSTS IN ME, AS IT SAYS IN THE SCRIPTURE, ‘RIVERS OF LIVING WATERS WILL FLOW FORTH FROM HIM.’” AND IN SO SAYING, HE SPOKE OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH THEY WHO BELIEVED IN HIM 230 WOULD SOON RECEIVE. (DRINK DEEPLY FROM THE FOUNTAIN OF THE LIVING GOD, FOR IT IS OPEN TO YOU NOW. YOU WHO THIRST, DRINK YOUR FILL, AND REST YOURSELVES BY THE SPRING OF THE LORD, FOR IT IS LOVELY AND PURE, AND BRINGS REST TO YOUR SOUL. MORE PLEASING THAN HONEY IS THE TASTE THEREOF, AND THE HONEYCOMB IS AS NOTHING BESIDE IT. FOR IT FLOWS FROM THE LIPS OF THE LORD, AND TAKES ITS NAME FROM HIS VERY HEART. FOR IT APPROACHED UNSEEN, AND ARRIVED WITHOUT LIMIT, AND UNTIL IT CAME AT LAST, AND WAS SET IN THEIR MIDST, NO ONE KNEW ANYTHING ABOUT IT. HOW BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO DRINK THEREFROM, AND COME TO FIND THEIR REST THEREBY.) NOW JESUS HAD NOT YET BEEN GLORIFIED, SINCE THE HOLY SPIRIT HAD NOT YET BEEN GIVEN. THEREFORE, MANY IN THE CROWD, HEARING HIS WORDS PROCLAIMED, “THIS MAN MUST CERTAINLY BE THAT PROPHET.” OTHERS SAID, “THIS IS THE MESSIAH!” AND OTHERS ASKED, “WHY WOULD THE MESSIAH COME FROM GALILEE? DOES NOT THE SCRIPTURE SAY THAT THE MESSIAH COMES FROM THE SEED OF DAVID, AND HAILS FROM HIS HOMETOWN OF BETHLEHEM?” THERE WAS THUS A DIVISION AMONG THE PEOPLE ON HIS ACCOUNT. AND SOME THERE WANTED TO ARREST HIM, BUT NO ONE MANAGED TO GET THEIR HANDS ON HIM. SO, THE OFFICERS APPROACHED THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE PHARISEES, WHO ASKED THEM, “HOW IS IT THAT YOU DID NOT ARREST HIM?” “NO ONE ELSE HAS EVER SPOKEN THE WAY THAT THIS MAN HAS,” THE OFFICERS REPLIED. THE PHARISEES THEN QUESTIONED THEM, “HAVE YOU BEEN TAKEN IN AS WELL? HAS ANYONE FROM THE RULERS BELIEVED IN HIM? HOW ABOUT THE PHARISEES? IT IS ONLY THAT THIS CROWD IS CURSED, IGNORANT AS THEY ARE ABOUT THE LAW!” NICODEMUS, THE ONE WHO HAD COME TO HIM BY NIGHT, BEING ONE OF THEM, ASKED THEM, “DOES OUR LAW PASS SENTENCE AGAINST A MAN WITHOUT FIRST GIVING HIM A HEARING TO FIND OUT WHAT IT IS THAT HE HAS DONE?” “ARE YOU ALSO FROM GALILEE?” THEY REJOINED. “LOOK INTO IT AND RECOGNIZE THAT THE PROPHET, (INDEED) NO PROPHET RISES UP FROM GALILEE.” AND AT THAT THEY ALL WENT HOME. BUT JESUS WENT TO THE 231 MOUNT OF OLIVES. THE WOMAN CAUGHT IN ADULTERY (JOHN: 8:2-8:11) JERUSALEM AT DAYBREAK HE RETURNED TO THE TEMPLE, AND EVERYONE CAME UP TO HIM, AND HE SAT DOWN AND STARTED TEACHING THEM. NOW THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES BROUGHT THIS WOMAN UP TO HIM WHO HAD BEEN CAUGHT IN UNFAITHFULNESS. AND THEY PLACED HER RIGHT IN THE MIDST OF THE CROWD AND SAID TO HIM, “TEACHER, THIS WOMAN WAS CAUGHT IN THE VERY ACT OF ADULTERY. NOW THE MOSAIC LAW STATES THAT SOMEONE LIKE THIS SHOULD BE STONED TO DEATH. WHAT DO YOU SAY?” THEY PUT THIS QUESTION TO HIM IN ORDER TO ENTRAP HIM, SO THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE SOME CAUSE FOR BRINGING HIM UP ON CHARGES. THEN JESUS LEANED FORWARD AND STARTED WRITING ON THE GROUND WITH HIS FINGER. AND WHEN THEY PRODDED HIM FOR AN ANSWER, JESUS SAT BACK UP AND SAID, “LET THE SINLESS ONE AMONG YOU BE THE FIRST TO CAST A STONE AT HER.” AND HE BENT BACK DOWN AND CONTINUED WRITING ON THE GROUND. AND WHEN THEY HEARD THIS, THEY STARTED LEAVING ONE BY ONE, FROM THE OLDEST TO THE YOUNGEST, EACH CONVICTED BY THEIR CONSCIENCE. AND JESUS WAS THE ONLY ONE WHO REMAINED, AND THE WOMAN WAS STANDING THERE. AND STRAIGHTENING HIMSELF BACK UP, HE SAW NO ONE THERE EXCEPT THIS WOMAN. AND HE ASKED HER, “WOMAN, WHERE ARE YOUR ACCUSERS? IS THERE NOT A SOUL LEFT TO SENTENCE YOU?” AND SHE ANSWERED HIM, “NO ONE, SIR.” THEN JESUS SAID, “I DO NOT CONDEMN YOU, EITHER. NOW MOVE ALONG AND SIN NO MORE.” DISPUTATIONS (JOHN 8:12-59; GTH 77,82,83,84) JERUSALEM SO JESUS ADDRESSED THE PEOPLE AGAIN, SAYING, “I AM THE LIGHT OF THIS WORLD. I AM THE LIGHT THAT’S IN ALL THINGS. WHOEVER FOLLOWS ME WILL NEVER WALK IN DARKNESS, BUT WILL INSTEAD EXPERIENCE A LIVING LIGHT. I AM THE FULLNESS. ALL THAT THERE IS HAS COME FROM ME, AND ALL HAS BEEN ACHIEVED IN ME. SPLIT APART A CHUNK OF WOOD, AND THERE WILL I BE! PICK UP A STONE AND THERE YOU WILL FIND ME. WHOEVER IS NEAR TO ME IS NEAR TO THE FIRE, AND WHOEVER IS FAR FROM ME IS FAR FROM THE KINGDOM.” 232 “YOU TESTIFY ABOUT YOURSELF,” THE PHARISEES CONTENDED, “YOUR WITNESS IS THEREFORE UNTRUE!” JESUS ANSWERED THEM, “EVEN IF I DO TESTIFY ABOUT MYSELF, MINE IS STILL A WORTHY ATTESTATION, SINCE I KNOW WHERE I CAME FROM AS WELL AS WHERE I GO. YOU, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAVE NO IDEA WHERE I CAME FROM OR WHERE I AM GOING. YOUR JUDGMENTS REST ON FLESHLY VIEWS. I DO NOT MYSELF JUDGE ANYONE; BUT EVEN IF I WERE TO JUDGE, MY JUDGMENTS WOULD STILL BE TRUE, SINCE I’M NOT ALONE IN WHAT I DO. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT ME STANDS WITH ME. IN YOUR LAW, MOREOVER, YOU WILL FIND THAT IT STANDS WRITTEN, ‘THE TESTIMONY OF TWO MEN IS FAITHFUL.’ EVEN IF I SPEAK OF MYSELF, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT ME TESTIFIES ABOUT ME ALSO.” THEY THEREFORE ASKED HIM, “WHERE IS THIS ‘FATHER [STEPHEN]’ OF YOURS?” AND JESUS ANSWERED THEM, “YOU HAVE NEVER KNOWN ME, NOR HAVE YOU EVER KNOWN MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. HAD YOU EVER COME TO KNOW ME, YOU WOULD HAVE ALSO COME TO KNOW MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. PEOPLE CAN TRULY SEE THE FORMS, BUT THE LIGHT WITHIN THEM REMAINS CONCEALED BY THE VERY LIGHT OF MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] [SEXLESS] IMAGE. HE WILL MAKE HIMSELF KNOWN ALL RIGHT, BUT IT IS HIS LIGHT THAT CONCEALS HIS IMAGE. YOU ARE PLEASED AT THE SIGHT OF YOUR OWN SEMBLANCE, BUT WHEN YOU COME TO SEE YOUR IMAGES, WHICH CAME INTO BEING BEFORE YOU, AND WHICH NEITHER DISAPPEAR NOR SHOW THEMSELVES FOR WHAT THEY ARE, HOW GREAT A BURDEN YOU WILL HAVE TO BEAR!” JESUS SPOKE THESE WORDS IN THE TREASURY WHILE TEACHING IN THE TEMPLE. EVEN SO, NO ONE THERE, LAID HOLD OF HIM, SINCE HIS TIME HAD NOT YET COME. ONCE AGAIN, HE SAID TO THEM, “I AM ABOUT TO GO AWAY. YOU WILL TRY TO FIND ME, BUT YOU WILL PERISH IN YOUR SINS. YOU CANNOT FOLLOW ME TO WHERE I GO.” SO, THE JEWS INQUIRED, “BECAUSE HE IS SAYING, ‘YOU CANNOT FOLLOW ME TO WHERE I GO,’ DOES HE MEAN THAT HE WILL KILL HIMSELF?” “YOU ARE FROM HERE BELOW,” HE EXPLAINED TO THEM, “WHEREAS I AM FROM UP ABOVE. YOU ARE FROM THIS WORLD, BUT I AM NOT OF THIS REALM. THIS IS WHY I SAID TO YOU THAT YOU WILL PERISH IN YOUR SINS, BECAUSE YOU WILL DIE IN WICKEDNESS FOR NOT BELIEVING THAT I AM.” AND SO, THEY ASKED HIM, “WHO ARE YOU, THEN?” AND JESUS REPLIED, “EVEN WHAT I HAVE SAID FROM THE START! I HAVE MANY THINGS TO SPEAK AND JUDGE ABOUT YOU. EVEN SO, THE ONE WHO SENT ME HERE IS FAITHFUL, AND I WILL MAKE KNOWN TO THE WHOLE WORLD THE THINGS THAT I GOT STRAIGHT FROM HIM.” THEY DID NOT 233 UNDERSTAND THAT JESUS WAS SPEAKING TO THEM OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], SO HE ADVISED THEM, “WHEN YOU GLORIFY THE SON OF MAN, THEN YOU WILL COME TO SEE THAT I AM, AND THAT I’VE SPOKEN NOTHING ON MY OWN. BUT THESE WORDS THAT I SPEAK TO YOU ARE EVEN AS MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS GIVEN THEM TO ME, AND HE WHO SENT ME IS ALSO WITH ME. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] NEVER LEFT ME ALONE, BECAUSE I ALWAYS DO WHAT HE FINDS PLEASING.” AND EVEN AS HE WAS SPEAKING, MANY PUT THEIR FAITH IN HIM. SO, JESUS ADVISED THE JEWS WHO BELIEVED IN HIM THERE, “IF YOU STAY FAITHFUL TO MY WORD, THEN YOU ARE MY FOLLOWERS IN TRUTH. YOU WILL SEE THINGS AS THEY TRULY ARE, AND THE TRUTH WILL SET YOU FREE.” “WE ARE OF THE SEED OF ABRAHAM,” THEY ANSWERED HIM, “AND HAVE NEVER BEEN SUBJECT TO ANYONE, SO HOW CAN YOU SAY, ‘YOU ARE GOING TO BE SET FREE’?” JESUS ANSWERED THEM, “I AM TELLING YOU TRULY THAT EVERYONE WHO IS A PARTY TO SIN IS A SLAVE TO SIN, AND THE SERVANT IS NOT A PERMANENT MEMBER OF THE HOUSE; BUT THE SON BELONGS FOREVERMORE. SO, IF THE SON SHOULD SET YOU FREE, THEN YOU WILL INDEED BE FREE. I KNOW THAT YOU’RE THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, BUT YOU ARE LOOKING TO DO ME IN BECAUSE YOU HAVE NO PLACE IN YOU FOR MY WORD. I AM TELLING YOU WHAT I HAVE SEEN IN THE VERY PRESENCE OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. YOU LIKEWISE DO AS YOU HAVE SEEN FROM YOUR FATHER.” “OUR FATHER IS ABRAHAM,” THEY ALL RESPONDED. “IF YOU WERE TRULY THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM,” JESUS REPLIED, “YOU WOULD BE DOING AS ABRAHAM DID. AS IT STANDS NOW, YOU ARE LOOKING TO PUT ME TO DEATH, A MAN WHO HAS TOLD YOU THE TRUTH THAT HE GOT STRAIGHT FROM GOD. ABRAHAM NEVER DID THAT! YOU ARE TRULY DOING THE WILL OF YOUR FATHER.” “IT WAS NOT WE WHO WERE BORN OF FORNICATION,” THEY RETORTED. “WE HAVE BUT ONE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THAT IS GOD!” “IF GOD WERE INDEED YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN],” JESUS ANSWERED, “YOU WOULD LOVE ME, BECAUSE I CAME HERE STRAIGHT FROM GOD, AND NOW I AM WITH YOU. NEITHER DID I COME OF MY OWN, BUT I WAS SENT HERE BY HIM. SO WHY DO YOU MISCONSTRUE MY WORDS? IT IS EVEN BECAUSE YOU CANNOT UNDERSTAND MY SPEECH. YOUR SOURCE--YOUR FATHER--IS THE DEVIL, AND IT IS YOUR FATHER’S WILL THAT YOU WILL DO. HE’S BEEN A MURDERER FROM THE VERY FIRST, AND HAS NEVER STOOD IN THE TRUTH, SINCE THERE IS NO TRUTH TO BE FOUND IN HIM. WHENEVER SOMEONE SPEAKS A LIE, HE SPEAKS IT THROUGH ACQUAINTANCE WITH HIM, BECAUSE THAT PERSON IS A LIAR, EVEN AS HIS FATHER BEFORE HIM. AND YOU DO NOT BELIEVE ME 234 SIMPLY BECAUSE I SPEAK THE TRUTH. WHICH OF YOU CAN CONVICT ME OF SIN? AND IF I SHOULD SPEAK THE TRUTH TO YOU, WHY THEN DO YOU NOT BELIEVE? THE ONE WHO COMES FROM GOD UNDERSTANDS THE WORDS OF GOD. THE REASON THAT YOU DO NOT GRASP THEM IS SIMPLY THAT YOU’RE NOT FROM GOD.” SO, THE JEWS REPLIED, “ARE WE NOT RIGHT IN CALLING YOU A DEMONPOSSESSED SAMARITAN?” “I HAVE NO DEMON!” JESUS TOLD THEM, “IT IS THAT I AM HONORING MY FATHER [STEPHEN], WHEREAS YOU ARE DISHONORING ME. AND I AM NOT SEEKING TO GLORIFY MYSELF; BUT THERE IS ANOTHER WHO SEEKS IT, AND HE IS THE JUDGE. HOW TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU, IF ANYONE SHOULD KEEP MY WORD, HE WILL NOT EVER SEE, DEATH?” THE JEWS THEREFORE ANSWERED HIM, “NOW WE KNOW FOR CERTAIN THAT YOU’VE GOT A DEMON! ABRAHAM DIED, AS HAVE THE PROPHETS; YET YOU PROFESS, ‘IF ANYONE SHOULD KEEP MY WORD, HE WILL NEVER TASTE OF DEATH.’ ARE YOU GREATER THAN OUR FATHER ABRAHAM? HE HAS DIED, EVEN AS THE PROPHETS HAVE. WHO ARE YOU MAKING YOURSELF OUT TO BE?” JESUS REPLIED, “IF I WERE TO EXALT MYSELF, THEN MY GLORY WOULD COME TO NOTHING. THE ONE WHO MAGNIFIES ME IS MY FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO YOU ARGUE IS YOUR GOD--EVEN THOUGH YOU’VE NEVER KNOWN HIM. BUT I HAVE KNOWN HIM, AND IF I WERE EVER TO SAY THAT I DID NOT KNOW HIM, I WOULD BE A LIAR LIKE YOU! BUT I TRULY DO KNOW HIM AND I KEEP HIS WORD. YOUR ‘FATHER’ ABRAHAM WAS THRILLED AT THE CHANCE TO SEE MY DAY, AND WITHOUT A DOUBT HE DID SEE IT--AND HE WAS OVERJOYED BY IT!” SO, THE JEWS REPLIED, “YOU ARE NOT YET FIFTY YEARS OLD, AND YOU HAVE MET ABRAHAM?” JESUS ANSWERED THEM, “I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, BEFORE ABRAHAM EVER WAS, I AM!” THEN THEY STARTED PICKING UP ROCKS TO STONE HIM WITH, BUT JESUS CONCEALED HIMSELF AND WALKED OUT OF THE TEMPLE THROUGH THE MIDST OF THEM ALL, AND SUCH WAS HIS DEPARTURE FROM THEM. HEALING OF THE MAN BORN BLIND (JOHN 9:1-41) JERUSALEM AND IN PASSING, HE SAW A MAN WHO HAD BEEN BORN BLIND, AND HIS FOLLOWERS ASKED HIM, “RABBI, WAS IT HIS OWN SIN OR THAT OF HIS PARENTS THAT CAUSED HIM TO BE BORN LIKE THIS?” JESUS SAID, “HE HAS NOT COMMITTED SIN, AND NEITHER HAVE HIS PARENTS. IT HAPPENED SO THAT GOD’S WORKS MIGHT BE SHOWN IN HIM. WHILE DAYLIGHT REMAINS, IT IS ONLY RIGHT THAT I SHOULD DO THE WORKS OF HIM WHO SENT ME. THE NIGHT IS 235 COMING, WHEREIN NO MAN CAN WORK AT ALL. I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD SO LONG AS I AM IN THE WORLD.” AND AFTER HE HAD SAID ALL THIS, HE SPAT UPON THE GROUND, MADE SOME MUD AND RUBBED IT ONTO THE BLIND MAN’S EYES. AT THAT POINT HE TOLD THE MAN, “GO AND RINSE IN THE POOL OF SILOAM,” (WHICH TRANSLATES AS ‘SENT.’) SO, HE WENT AWAY AND WASHED HIMSELF, AND HE CAME BACK ABLE TO SEE. HIS NEIGHBORS AND THOSE WHO HAD SEEN HIM BEFORE AS A BLIND MAN ASKED, “IS THIS NOT THE SAME ONE WHO USED TO SIT AND BEG?” SOME CONFIRMED, “IT IS HIM ALRIGHT,” BUT OTHERS ALLEGED, “IT IS ONLY THAT HE LOOKS LIKE HIM.” BUT AS FOR THE MAN HIMSELF, HE CONFESSED, “I AM HE!” SO, THEY ASKED HIM, “THEN HOW WAS IT THAT YOUR EYES WERE OPENED?” THE MAN RESPONDED, “THIS MAN NAMED JESUS MADE SOME MUD AND DAUBED MY EYES. THEN HE TOLD ME, ‘GO TO THE POOL OF SILOAM AND WASH UP THERE.’ AND I WENT AWAY AND WASHED MYSELF, AND AFTER THAT I WAS ABLE TO SEE.” “WHERE IS THIS MAN?” THEY QUESTIONED HIM. AND HE ANSWERED THEM, “I DO NOT KNOW.” THEY TOOK THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN BLIND UP TO THE PHARISEES. NOW THE DAY UPON WHICH JESUS HAD MADE THE MUD AND OPENED HIS EYES WAS A SABBATH. SO THE PHARISEES ASKED HIM ONCE AGAIN HOW IT WAS THAT HE COULD SEE. “HE SMEARED MY EYES WITH MUD.” HE SAID. THEN I WASHED IT OFF, AND NOW I CAN SEE.” SEVERAL OF THE PHARISEES THEREFORE CONTENDED, “THIS MAN DOES NOT COME FROM GOD, SINCE HE DOES NOT KEEP THE SABBATH DAY.” SOME OTHERS ASKED, “HOW IS A SINFUL MAN ABLE TO SHOW SUCH SIGNS?” SO, THEY WERE SPLIT IN THEIR OPINIONS. AND ONCE AGAIN THEY QUESTIONED THE BLIND MAN, “TELL US WHAT YOU THINK OF HIM, SEEING HOW IT WAS YOUR EYES THAT HE OPENED?” “HE IS A PROPHET,” HE RESPONDED. THE JEWS, HOWEVER, DID NOT BELIEVE THAT THE MAN HAD BEEN BORN BLIND AND HAD RECEIVED HIS SIGHT UNTIL THEY HAD SUMMONED THE PARENTS OF THE ONE WHO HAD COME TO SEE. “IS THIS YOUR SON, WHO YOU CLAIM WAS BORN BLIND?” THE JEWS ASKED THE PARENTS. “HOW IS IT NOW THAT HE CAN SEE?” “WE KNOW THAT THIS MAN IS OUR SON,” HIS PARENTS REPLIED, “AND THAT HE’S BEEN BLIND SINCE HE WAS BORN, BUT WE HAVE NO IDEA HOW HE NOW CAN SEE, OR WHO IT WAS THAT OPENED HIS EYES. HE IS OLD ENOUGH, SO ASK IT OF HIM. HE IS FREE TO SPEAK THIS FOR HIMSELF.” HIS PARENTS PUT IT LIKE THIS SINCE THEY WERE BOTH AFRAID OF THE 236 JEWS. THE JEWS, YOU SEE, HAD ALREADY CONSPIRED TO THROW ANYONE WHO ACKNOWLEDGED HIM TO BE THE CHRIST RIGHT OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THIS WAS WHY HIS PARENTS SAID, “ASK IT OF HIM, FOR HE IS OF AGE.” AND THEY SENT AGAIN FOR THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN BLIND, AND ORDERED HIM, “PRAISE GOD FOR THIS MIRACLE. THIS MAN WE KNOW TO BE A SINNER.” SO, HE REPLIED, “I DON’T KNOW IF HE’S A SINNER, BUT I DO KNOW ONE THING; THAT I USED TO BE BLIND, BUT NOW I CAN SEE!” AND ONCE AGAIN THEY ASKED THE MAN, “TELL ME WHAT HE DID TO YOU. HOW DID HE OPEN UP YOUR EYES?” “I HAVE EXPLAINED IT TO YOU ALREADY,” HE RETORTED, “AND YOU WOULD NOT LISTEN. WHY DO YOU WANT TO HEAR IT AGAIN? DO YOU WISH TO BECOME ANOTHER OF HIS STUDENTS?” “YOU ARE ONE OF THIS MAN’S FOLLOWERS,” THEY REPLIED, “BUT WE ARE ALL DISCIPLES OF MOSES. WE RECOGNIZE THAT GOD SPOKE TO MOSES, BUT WE DON’T KNOW WHERE HE CAME FROM.” “WHAT AN UNBELIEVABLE THING IT IS,” THE MAN REPLIED, “THAT YOU CANNOT TELL WHERE HE IS FROM, WHEN HERE HE HAS OPENED UP MY EYES! ALL OF US UNDERSTAND THAT GOD DOES NOT ACKNOWLEDGE SINNERS, BUT HE DOES LISTEN TO ANYONE WHO WORSHIPS HIM AND DOES HIS WILL. TO OPEN THE EYES OF ONE BORN BLIND IS SOMETHING COMPLETELY UNHEARD OF. THIS MAN WOULD BE ABLE TO DO NOTHING AT ALL IF HE DID NOT COME FROM GOD.” AND TO THIS THEY SAID, “YOU WERE BORN IN UTTER SIN--AND DO YOU DARE TO PREACH TO US?” AND THEY THREW THE MAN RIGHT OUT OF THERE. NOW WHEN JESUS HEARD THAT HE HAD BEEN CAST OUT, HE FOUND THE MAN AND ASKED HIM, “DO YOU BELIEVE IN THE SON OF GOD, (WHO IS ALSO) THE SON OF MAN?” “SIR,” HE ASKED, “WHO IS HE, THAT I MIGHT BELIEVE IN HIM.” “NOT ONLY HAVE YOU SEEN HIM ALREADY,” SAID JESUS, “BUT HE IS SPEAKING RIGHT TO YOU.” AND THE MAN REPLIED, “LORD, I DO BELIEVE!” AND HE FELL TO HIS FACE BEFORE HIM. “I CAME INTO THIS WORLD,” JESUS EXPLAINED, “IN ORDER TO CREATE THIS DISTINCTION: THAT THE BLIND MIGHT COME TO SEE, AND THAT THOSE WHO SEE MIGHT BE MADE BLIND.” AND SOME PHARISEES WHO WERE THERE WITH HIM HEARD ALL OF THIS AND SAID, “TELL US, THEN, ARE WE BLIND TOO?” AND JESUS SAID, “IF INDEED YOU HAD BEEN BLIND, YOU WOULD NOT BE GUILTY OF SIN. BUT SINCE YOU SAY THAT YOU CAN SEE, YOUR SIN LINGERS ON. 237 THE GOOD SHEPHERD (JOHN 10:1-21; GOSPEL OF THE EBIONITES IN CLEMENTINE HOMILIES III.52) JERUSALEM “I AM THE DOOR THAT LEADS TO LIFE. WHOEVER PASSES THROUGH ME ENTERS INTO LIFE. ASSUREDLY I SAY TO YOU, WHOEVER DOES NOT ENTER THE SHEEPFOLD THROUGH THE DOOR, BUT CLIMBS OVER FROM SOME OTHER SIDE IS A THIEF AND A ROBBER. THE SHEPHERD OF THE SHEEP ENTERS IN THROUGH THE DOOR. THE PORTER OPENS UP FOR HIM AND THE SHEEP ALL HEAR HIS VOICE. AND HE CALLS HIS OWN SHEEP BY NAME AND GUIDES THEM OUT. AND AFTER DRAWING OUT THOSE THAT BELONG TO HIM, HE GOES OUT AHEAD OF THEM. AND THE SHEEP FOLLOW AFTER HIM BECAUSE THEY RECOGNIZE THE SOUND OF HIS VOICE. BUT THEY WILL NOT FOLLOW A STRANGER. THEY ALL RUN AWAY FROM HIM, FOR THEY RECOGNIZE NOT A STRANGER’S VOICE.” JESUS SPOKE THIS TO THEM IN A PARABLE, BUT THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT HE WAS TELLING THEM. SO, JESUS AGAIN AFFIRMED TO THEM, “MOST ASSUREDLY I SAY TO YOU, I AM THE SHEEP GATE. ALL WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE ME WERE THIEVES AND ROBBERS. THE SHEEP, HOWEVER, NEVER LISTENED TO THEM. I AM THAT DOOR. IF ANY SHOULD GO IN THROUGH ME, HE WILL BE KEPT SAFE, AND WILL COME IN AND GO OUT, AND FIND PASTURE. THE ONLY REASON THAT THE THIEF COMES IS IN ORDER TO STEAL, TO KILL, AND TO DESTROY; BUT I HAVE COME TO GIVE THEM LIFE--THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE IT TO A GREATER EXTENT! “I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD. THE GOOD SHEPHERD LAYS HIS LIFE DOWN FOR THE SHEEP. BUT THE HIRED HAND, WHO IS NOT THE SHEPHERD TO WHOM THE SHEEP BELONG, RUNS AWAY WHEN HE SEES THE WOLF APPROACHING. THE WOLF THEN CATCHES THEM, AND THE SHEEP ARE ALL DISPERSED. AND THE HIRED SERVANT RUNS AWAY, FOR HE IS BUT A WAGE EARNER, AND IS NOT WORRIED ABOUT THE SHEEP. “I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD. I KNOW MY OWN AND THEY KNOW ME, EVEN AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] KNOWS ME, AND I KNOW HIM. AND I LAY DOWN MY LIFE FOR THE SAKE OF THE SHEEP. WHAT IS MORE, I HAVE OTHER SHEEP WHICH ARE NOT OF THIS FOLD WHICH I MUST LIKEWISE BRING ALONG. THESE WILL ALSO HEAR MY VOICE, AND THERE WILL BE A SINGLE FLOCK, WITH A SINGLE SHEPHERD. THIS IS WHY MY FATHER [STEPHEN] LOVES ME: BECAUSE I LAY MY LIFE DOWN THAT I MIGHT TAKE IT UP AGAIN. NO ONE DEPRIVES ME OF IT. IT IS OF MY OWN WILL THAT I LAY IT 238 DOWN; AND I HAVE THE POWER TO TAKE IT UP. THIS INSTRUCTION WAS GIVEN TO ME BY MY FATHER [STEPHEN].” AND THERE AROSE YET ANOTHER RIFT AMONG THE JEWS OVER THESE WORDS. MANY AMONG THEM CONTENDED, “HE HAS A DEMON!” AND “HE IS DEMENTED!” AND “WHY DO YOU EVEN LISTEN TO HIM?” BUT OTHERS INSISTED, “THESE ARE NOT THE WORDS OF A DEMONIAC. CAN A DEMON OPEN THE EYES OF THE BLIND?” THE SEVENTY-TWO SENT OUT (LUKE 10:1-24; DTRY 35:3; ACTS OF PAUL, GOSPEL FRAGMENT IN COPTIC) PEREA NOW AFTER THIS, THE LORD APPOINTED ANOTHER SEVENTY(-TWO,) AND SENT THEM OUT IN PAIRS BEFORE HIM INTO EVERY CITY AND REGION WHERE HE WAS SOON TO GO. THEN HE INFORMED THEM, “TRULY IT IS A BOUNTIFUL CROP, BUT THERE ARE SCARCELY ANY HARVESTERS. SO, APPEAL TO THE LORD OF THE HARVEST TO SEND MORE GATHERERS INTO HIS FIELD. NOW MOVE ALONG. DIVISIONS AND HERESIES ARE SURE TO COME. I AM SENDING YOU OUT AS SHEEP AMONG WOLVES, (FOR) MANY WILL COME OUTWARDLY DRAPED IN SHEEPSKINS AND BEARING MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], BUT DEEP WITHIN THEY ARE RAVENOUS WOLVES. DO NOT CARRY A BAG, OR A WALLET, OR ANY SANDALS. DO NOT SO MUCH AS SAY ‘HELLO’ TO ANYONE ALONG THE WAY. AND INTO WHATEVER HOUSE YOU GO, EVEN BEFORE YOU DO ANYTHING ELSE, SAY, ‘MAY PEACE COME UPON THIS HOME.’ AND IF THERE SHOULD BE A SON OF PEACE IN THAT PLACE, YOUR PEACE WILL COME TO REST ON IT. AND IF THIS IS NOT THE CASE, YOUR PEACE WILL THEN COME BACK TO YOU. REMAIN THERE WITH THEM IN THAT HOUSE, AND EAT OR DRINK WHAT THEY PROVIDE FOR YOU, BECAUSE THE LABORER IS WORTHY OF HIS HIRE. DO NOT MOVE FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE. “AND INTO WHATEVER TOWN YOU GO AND THEY RECEIVE YOU, EAT WHATEVER THEY GIVE TO YOU. HEAL THE SICK AMONG THEM, AND SAY TO THEM, ‘GOD’S KINGDOM HAS DRAWN NEAR TO YOU.’ AND INTO WHATEVER TOWN YOU GO AND THEY DO NOT TAKE YOU IN, GO OUT INTO ITS OPEN PLACES AND PROCLAIM, ‘EVEN THE DUST OF YOUR TOWN THAT STICKS TO US, WE SCRAPE OFF AGAINST YOU! EVEN SO, BE SURE OF THIS: THE KINGDOM OF GOD HAS DRAWN NEAR TO YOU.’ I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT WHEN THE DAY COMES, IT WILL BE MORE TOLERABLE FOR SODOM THAN IT WILL BE FOR THAT PLACE. 239 “CURSE YOU, CHORAZIN! CURSE YOU, BETHSAIDA! FOR HAD THE MIGHTY WORKS THAT WERE DONE IN YOU BEEN CARRIED OUT IN TYRE AND SIDON, THEY WOULD HAVE SAT LONG AGO IN SACKCLOTH AND ASHES AND REPENTED. BUT THE JUDGMENT WILL BE MORE TOLERABLE FOR TYRE AND SIDON THAN IT WILL BE FOR YOU. AS FOR YOU, CAPERNAUM, HAVE YOUR PRAISES REACHED THE SKIES? WELL, YOU WILL BE BROUGHT DOWN TO HELL! WHOEVER HEARS YOU, ALSO HEARS ME; AND WHOEVER DISMISSES YOU DISMISSES ME; AND ANYONE WHO REJECTS ME IS ALSO REJECTING HIM WHO SENT ME.” AND THE SEVENTY(-TWO) RETURNED IN JOY, SAYING, “LORD, EVEN THE DEMONS SUBJECT THEMSELVES TO US UNDER YOUR AUTHORITY!” AND HE REPLIED, “I HAVE SEEN THE ADVERSARY FALL LIKE LIGHTNING FROM THE SKY. BEHOLD, I HAVE GIVEN YOU POWER TO TRAMPLE DOWN SNAKES AND SCORPIONS, AND THE ENEMY’S EVERY STRENGTH. THERE IS NOTHING THAT CAN HARM YOU AT ALL. BUT DO NOT REJOICE OVER THE FACT THAT THE SPIRITS SUBMIT TO YOU, BUT DELIGHT IN THE KNOWLEDGE THAT YOUR NAMES HAVE BEEN WRITTEN UP IN THE HEAVENS. THERE IS SOMETHING ABOVE THE RAISING OF THE DEAD AND THE FEEDING OF THE MULTITUDES--BLESSED INDEED ARE THOSE WHO WITH THEIR WHOLE HEART HAVE BELIEVED.” AT THAT MOMENT, JESUS GREW JOYFUL IN SPIRIT AND SAID, “FATHER [STEPHEN], I FULLY AGREE WITH YOU, LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, THAT YOU HAVE CONCEALED THESE THINGS FROM THE ‘LEARNED’ AND ‘WISE,’ AND HAVE DISCLOSED THEM INSTEAD TO MERE ‘INFANTS.’ INDEED, FATHER [STEPHEN], BECAUSE IT WAS JUST SO PLEASING TO YOU! MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS PLACED ALL THINGS INTO MY HANDS, AND NO ONE KNOWS WHO THE SON [ENOCH] IS, EXCEPT FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND NO ONE KNOWS WHO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS EXCEPT FOR THE SON [ENOCH], AND THOSE TO WHOM THE SON [ENOCH] WISHES TO DISCLOSE HIM.” AND HE TURNED TO THE FOLLOWERS AND SPOKE TO THEM PRIVATELY, “HOW PRIVILEGED ARE THE EYES THAT SEE WHAT YOU DO, FOR INDEED I AM TELLING YOU THAT MANY PROPHETS AND KINGS HAVE LONGED TO GLIMPSE WHAT YOU NOW SEE, AND NEVER DID SEE IT, AND TO HEAR WHAT YOU’RE BEING TOLD, BUT NEVER HEARD IT.” 240 THE GOOD SAMARITAN (LUKE 10:25-37; GTH 25; CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, EXCERPTS FROM THEODOTUS 2.2; CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, MISCELLANIES 1.19) JUDEA? NOW BEHOLD, THIS LAWYER STOOD UP TO TEST HIM, SAYING, “TEACHER, WHAT MUST I DO TO INHERIT LIMITLESS LIFE?” AND JESUS REPLIED, “WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE LAW? TELL ME HOW IT READS TO YOU.” AND HE ANSWERED JESUS, “YOU ARE TO LOVE YOUR GOD WITH YOUR WHOLE HEART AND YOUR WHOLE SPIRIT; FROM THE FULLNESS OF YOUR STRENGTH AND WITH A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING; AND YOUR FELLOW MAN AS YOU DO YOURSELF.” AND JESUS SAID, “YOU HAVE GIVEN ME THE RIGHT ANSWER. IF YOU’VE SEEN YOUR BROTHER, THEN YOU’VE SEEN YOUR GOD. LOVE YOUR FRIENDS AS YOU DO YOUR SOUL, DEFEND THEM AS THE PUPIL OF YOUR EYE. DO ALL THIS AND YOU WILL LIVE. SAVE YOURSELF AND YOUR SOUL AS WELL!’” BUT EAGER TO EXCUSE HIMSELF, THE MAN PUT THIS QUESTION TO HIM, “BUT WHO QUALIFIES AS MY NEIGHBOR?” AND JESUS, TAKING IT ALL IN, ANSWERED HIM, “THIS MAN WAS ON HIS WAY DOWN TO JERICHO FROM JERUSALEM, WHEN HE FELL PREY TO BANDITS. THEY TOOK HIS CLOTHING OFF OF HIM, POUNDED HIM SEVERELY, AND RAN AWAY, LEAVING HIM THERE HALF DEAD. AND A CERTAIN PRIEST HAPPENED TO BE PASSING THROUGH. WHEN HE SAW THE MAN, HE PASSED HIM BY ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE. LIKEWISE, WHEN A LEVITE WHO HAPPENED ON THAT PLACE GOT THERE AND SAW IT, HE PASSED HIM BY ON THE OTHER SIDE. A SAMARITAN, HOWEVER, CAME TO HIM ON HIS TRAVELS. BUT WHEN THIS MAN SAW HIM, HE WAS MOVED WITH COMPASSION FOR HIM. HE WALKED OVER TO HIM, BOUND UP HIS WOUNDS, POURED OLIVE OIL AND WINE OVER THEM, LIFTED HIM UP ONTO HIS OWN MOUNT, TOOK HIM TO AN INN AND CARED FOR HIM. AND THE NEXT DAY AS HE WAS MOVING ON, HE TOOK OUT TWO DENARII AND GAVE THEM TO THE INNKEEPER AND SAID, ‘WATCH OVER HIM, AND IF IT SHOULD COST YOU ANYTHING MORE, I WILL PAY YOU BACK WHEN I RETURN.’ OF THESE THREE, WHICH ONE OF THEM DO YOU SUPPOSE TURNED OUT TO BE A ‘NEIGHBOR’ TO THE ONE WHO FELL AMONG THE ROBBERS?” AND HE ANSWERED, “THE ONE WHO SHOWED HIM COMPASSION.” THEN JESUS CHARGED HIM, “GO AND DO THINGS JUST LIKE HIM.” 241 MARTHA AND MARY (LUKE 10:38-42) BETHANY AND AS THEY CONTINUED ON, HE CAME TO THIS CERTAIN VILLAGE WHERE THIS WOMAN NAMED MARTHA WELCOMED HIM INTO HER HOME. AND SHE HAD THIS SISTER NAMED MARY, WHO ALSO SAT AT JESUS’ FEET AND LISTENED TO HIM AS HE TAUGHT. AND MARTHA WAS DISTRACTED BY ALL OF THE SERVING THAT SHE WAS DOING, SO SHE STOOD BY JESUS AND ASKED, “SIR, DOES IT NOT BOTHER YOU THAT MY SISTER HAS LEFT ME TO SERVE BY MYSELF? ORDER HER TO HELP ME OUT.” AND JESUS REPLIED, “MARTHA, MARTHA, YOU ARE ANXIOUS AND CONCERNED ABOUT MANY THINGS, BUT ONLY A FEW THINGS ARE NECESSARY--OR REALLY JUST ONE. MARY HAS CHOSEN THE BETTER ONE; AND SHE WILL NOT BE DEPRIVED OF IT.” PRAYER AND THE PARABLE OF THE PERSISTENT NEIGHBOR (LUKE 11:1-13) PEREA AND IT HAPPENED THAT, AS HE WAS PRAYING IN A CERTAIN PLACE, ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES APPROACHED HIM AS HE WAS CLOSING AND REQUESTED, “LORD, TEACH US HOW WE OUGHT TO PRAY, EVEN AS JOHN TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES.” AND HE SAID TO THEM, “WHENEVER YOU PRAY, YOU SHOULD SAY: ‘OUR FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO IS IN HEAVEN, BLESSED BE YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. MAY YOUR KINGDOM COME, AND YOUR WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US THIS DAY OUR NEXT DAY’S BREAD. AND FORGIVE US OUR SINS, AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS. AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT SAVE US FROM THE EVIL ONE.’” THEN HE ASKED THEM, “WHO AMONG YOU THAT HAS A FRIEND WOULD GO TO HIM AT MIDNIGHT AND BESEECH HIM, ‘FRIEND, PLEASE LEND ME THREE LOAVES. SEE, THIS FRIEND OF MINE HAS COME TO ME ON HIS TRAVELS, AND I DO NOT HAVE ANYTHING TO GIVE HIM.’ AND THE ONE INSIDE RESPONDING, ‘DO 242 NOT BOTHER ME. I HAVE ALREADY BOLTED THE DOOR, AND MY CHILDREN ARE ALL IN BED WITH ME. IT’S NOT LIKE I CAN GET RIGHT UP AND GIVE IT TO YOU!’ I AM TELLING YOU, EVEN IF HE WOULD NOT GET UP SOLELY FOR THE SAKE OF HIS FRIENDSHIP, HE WILL GET UP AND GIVE HIM AS MANY AS HE NEEDS SIMPLY BECAUSE HE KEEPS ON PESTERING HIM. AND SO, I AM TELLING YOU: ASK, AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU; SEEK, AND YOU WILL FIND: KNOCK, AND IT WILL OPEN UP FOR YOU. YOU SEE, THE ONE WHO ASKS IS THE ONE WHO RECEIVES; THE ONE WHO SEEKS IS THE ONE WHO FINDS; AND TO ONE WHO KNOCKS, IT IS OPENED RIGHT UP. “FATHERS, IF YOUR SON WERE TO ASK YOU FOR A LOAF, WHICH OF YOU WOULD GIVE HIM A STONE. HOW ABOUT A FISH? IF YOUR SON SHOULD ASK YOU FOR A FISH, WOULD YOU GIVE HIM A SNAKE? WOULD YOU HAND HIM A SCORPION IF HE ASKED FOR AN EGG? IF EVEN YOU, AS DEGENERATE AS YOU ARE, KNOW HOW TO GIVE GOOD GIFTS TO YOUR CHILDREN, HOW MUCH MORE WILL YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] GIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] TO THOSE WHO ASK IT OF HIM!” JESUS HEALS THE BENT WOMAN (LUKE 13:10-17) PEREA AND HE WAS TEACHING IN ONE OF THE SYNAGOGUES ON THE SABBATH DAY, AND BEHOLD, THERE WAS THIS WOMAN WHO HAD SUFFERED FROM A DEBILITATING SPIRIT FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS. SHE WAS ALTOGETHER BENT AND COULD NOT STRAIGHTEN HERSELF AT ALL. AND WHEN JESUS SAW HER, HE SUMMONED HER AND SAID TO HER, “WOMAN, YOU HAVE BEEN SET FREE FROM YOUR INFIRMITY!” AND HE LAID HIS HANDS UPON HER, AND SHE STRAIGHTENED RIGHT UP AND GLORIFIED GOD. AND THE SYNAGOGUE LEADER, FURIOUS THAT JESUS HAD HEALED ON THE SABBATH, SAID TO THOSE WHO WERE GATHERED THERE, “THERE ARE SIX DAYS SET ASIDE FOR DOING WORK. COME AND BE HEALED ON ONE OF THOSE DAYS AND NOT ON THE SABBATH!” “HYPOCRITES!” HE SAID TO THEM. “DO NOT ALL OF YOU UNTIE YOUR OX OR YOUR DONKEY FROM ITS STALL AND LEAD IT OUT TO HAVE A DRINK? THEN WHY SHOULD THIS WOMAN, A DAUGHTER OF ABRAHAM WHO HAS BEEN BOUND UP BY THE ENEMY FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS NOW, NOT BE SET FREE FROM HER BONDAGE ON THE SABBATH DAY?” AND WHEN HE SAID THIS, ALL OF HIS ADVERSARIES WERE PUT TO SHAME, BUT THE PEOPLE WERE DELIGHTED BY THE MARVELOUS THINGS THAT HE WAS DOING. 243 THE MUSTARD SEED AND THE THREE MEASURES (LUKE 13:18-21) PEREA “WHAT IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD LIKE?” HE ASKED THEM. “WHAT CAN I USE AS AN ANALOGY? IT IS COMPARABLE TO A MUSTARD SEED WHICH A MAN TOOK AND SOWED IN HIS GARDEN. IT GREW INTO AN ENORMOUS TREE, AND THE BIRDS OF THE SKY SETTLED IN AMONG ITS BRANCHES.” ONCE AGAIN, HE SAID TO THEM, “WHAT MIGHT I LIKEN GOD’S KINGDOM TO? IT IS EVEN AS YEAST, WHICH A WOMAN TOOK AND HID IN THREE SATAS OF FLOUR UNTIL IT HAD WORKED ITSELF THROUGH.” THE DEDICATION FEAST (JOHN 10:22-39) JERUSALEM THEN CAME THE DEDICATION FEAST IN JERUSALEM. IT WAS WINTERTIME, AND JESUS WAS ON THE TEMPLE GROUNDS, WALKING IN SOLOMON’S PORTICO. SO, THE JEWS ALL GATHERED AROUND HIM AND ASKED, “HOW LONG WILL YOU KEEP US GUESSING? IF YOU ARE THE MESSIAH, THEN COME RIGHT OUT AND TELL US.” AND JESUS ANSWERED, “I HAVE TOLD YOU ALREADY. IT IS JUST THAT YOU DID NOT BELIEVE. THE VERY WORKS THAT I DO IN MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] TESTIFY ABOUT ME. IT IS BECAUSE YOU ARE NOT MY SHEEP THAT YOU DO NOT BELIEVE ME. IT IS EVEN AS I HAVE TOLD YOU BEFORE; MY SHEEP ALL RECOGNIZE MY VOICE. I KNOW THEM, AND THEY FOLLOW ME, AND I GIVE THEM ENDLESS LIFE. NO ONE TAKES THEM FROM MY HAND. MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO HAS GIVEN THEM TO ME IS GREATER THAN ALL, (AS IS) THAT WHICH MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS GIVEN TO ME. I AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ARE ONE.” SO ONCE AGAIN THE JEWS GATHERED STONES WITH WHICH TO PUMMEL HIM. “I HAVE SHOWN YOU MANY GREAT WORKS WHICH ARE FROM MY FATHER [STEPHEN],” JESUS RETORTED, “FOR WHICH OF THESE WORKS DO YOU STONE ME?” “WE ARE NOT STONING YOU FOR ANY GOOD WORK,” THE JEWS REJOINED, “BUT FOR SPEAKING WICKEDLY, BECAUSE YOU--A MERE MORTAL--ARE MAKING YOURSELF OUT TO BE EQUAL TO GOD.” “ISN’T IT WRITTEN IN YOUR LAW,” JESUS SAID, “‘I HAVE CALLED YOU GODS’? IF HE ADDRESSED THE ONES TO WHOM THE WORD OF GOD CAME AS GODS, AND THAT [HOLY] SCRIPTURE CAN’T BE SET ASIDE, THEN WHAT ABOUT THE ONE WHOM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SANCTIFIED AND SENT INTO THE WORLD. WHY IS IT THAT YOU ACCUSE ME OF BLASPHEMY FOR SAYING THAT I’M THE SON 244 OF GOD? IF I DO NOT DO MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] WORKS, THEN DO NOT PUT YOUR FAITH IN ME. BUT IF I SHOULD DO MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] WORKS, EVEN IF YOU WOULD NOT TAKE ME AT MY WORD, AT LEAST ACCEPT THE WORKS I DO, SO THAT YOU MIGHT RECOGNIZE AND BELIEVE THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS WITHIN ME, AND THAT I AM WITHIN HIM.” AND THEY TRIED ONCE MORE TO SEIZE HIM, BUT HE SLIPPED RIGHT THROUGH THEIR FINGERS. JESUS WITHDRAWS TO THE JORDAN, ASKS THE PEOPLE A STRANGE QUESTION AND WORKS A MIRACLE (JOHN 10:40-42; EGTN 4) THE JORDAN RIVER THEN HE RETURNED TO THE PLACE ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE JORDAN WHERE JOHN HAD FIRST BAPTIZED AND STAYED THERE. <JESUS SAID, “THIS WITHERED TREE’S FRUIT HAS BEEN> LOCKED UP <AND ITS PRODUCTIVITY> HAS BEEN SUBJECTED IMPERCEPTIBLY. <HOW MUCH OF> ITS WEIGHT <REMAINS> UNWEIGHED?” THEY WERE BEWILDERED AT SUCH AN UNUSUAL QUESTION, SO JESUS HEADED TO THE RIVERBANK. AND AS HE STOOD THERE, HE STRETCHED OUT HIS RIGHT HAND AND <GROUND UP A WITHERED BRANCH(?)> AND SCATTERED IT OVER THE <COURSING RIVER.> THEN <HE SPRINKLED SOME> WATER <OVER> THE <DRIED-UP TREE> AND IT <FILLED OUT> BEFORE THEIR EYES AND PUT FORTH FRUIT <IN SUCH ABUNDANCE THAT THERE WAS NOTHING> INTO <WHICH IT COULD ALL FIT BEFORE THEM.> AND MANY PEOPLE CAME UP TO HIM AND SAID, “JOHN NEVER PERFORMED ANY SIGNS, BUT EVERYTHING THAT JOHN TAUGHT US ABOUT THIS MAN TURNED OUT TO BE TRUE.” AND MANY PLACED THEIR FAITH IN HIM THERE. ENTER THROUGH THE STRAIGHT GATE (LUKE 13:22-30) PEREA AND HE PASSED THROUGH TOWNS AND VILLAGES, TEACHING, AND ADVANCING TOWARD JERUSALEM. AND SOMEONE ASKED HIM, “LORD, ARE THERE BUT A FEW WHO ARE SAVED?” AND HE ANSWERED THEM, “STRIVE TO ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW GATE, BECAUSE I AM TELLING YOU THAT MANY WILL TRY TO GAIN ENTRANCE, BUT WILL NOT BE ABLE TO. WHEN THE HOMEOWNER GETS UP AND BOLTS THE DOOR, AND YOU ARE ALL STANDING OUTSIDE KNOCKING AT IT AND SHOUTING, ‘LORD, LORD, OPEN UP THE DOOR FOR US!’ HE WILL ASK YOU, 245 ‘WHERE DID YOU COME FROM.’ THEN YOU WILL ANSWER HIM, ‘WE ATE AND DRANK IN YOUR VERY MIDST! YOU TAUGHT US IN OUR VERY STREETS!’ THEN HE WILL REPLY TO THEM, ‘YOU, HORDE OF EVILDOERS! I KNOW NEITHER WHO YOU ARE, NOR THE PLACE FROM WHENCE YOU CAME. GET AWAY FROM ME!’ “THERE WILL BE WAILING AND TOOTH GRINDING THERE WHEN YOU SEE ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND JACOB, TOGETHER WITH EVERY PROPHET OF GOD’S KINGDOM, EVEN AS THE LIKES OF YOU ARE BEING THROWN OUT. THEY WILL COME FROM EAST AND WEST, AND NORTH AND SOUTH, AND TAKE THEIR SEAT IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD. SEE, THERE ARE LAST WHO WILL BE FIRST, AND FIRST WHO WILL BE LAST.” JESUS IS WARNED ABOUT HEROD (LUKE 13:30-35; GTH 67) PEREA THAT DAY, SOME PHARISEES APPROACHED HIM AND SAID, “LEAVE THIS PLACE, FOR HEROD IS SEEKING TO MURDER YOU.” AND HE ANSWERED THEM, “GO AND SAY TO THAT FOX, ‘SEE, TODAY I AM CASTING OUT DEMONS AND PREPARING REMEDIES. TOMORROW I WILL DO THE SAME. BUT ON THE THIRD DAY I WILL BE PERFECTED.’ NEVERTHELESS, IT IS NEEDFUL FOR ME TO PRESS ON TODAY, TOMORROW AND THE FOLLOWING DAY, BECAUSE IT CANNOT BE THAT A PROPHET SHOULD EVER DIE OUTSIDE OF JERUSALEM. JERUSALEM! JERUSALEM! SLAYER OF PROPHETS AND STONER OF THOSE WHO ARE SENT TO YOU! HOW OFTEN I HAVE ACHED TO GATHER YOUR CHILDREN TOGETHER, AS A HEN GATHERS HER HATCHLINGS UNDER HER WINGS, BUT YOU WOULD NOT HAVE IT! LOOK, YOUR HOUSE IS BEING LEFT TO YOU IN DESOLATION. THOSE WHO KNOW ALL THINGS, YET ARE LACKING WITHIN, ARE TRULY LACKING IN ALL THINGS. I TELL YOU MOST ASSUREDLY, YOU WILL NEVER SEE ME AGAIN UNTIL YOU HAVE CONFESSED, ‘BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]!’” HOW TO ATTEND, AND HOW TO GIVE A FEAST (LUKE 14:1-14) PEREA HE ENTERED INTO THE HOUSE OF THIS CERTAIN PROMINENT PHARISEE TO EAT BREAD ONE SABBATH DAY, AND THEY MONITORED HIM CLOSELY. NOW BEHOLD, BEFORE HIM WAS THIS DROPSICAL MAN, SO JESUS QUESTIONED THE PHARISEES AND LAWYERS, “IS IT LAWFUL TO HEAL ON THE SABBATH DAY?” THEY DID NOT ANSWER HIM AT ALL, SO HE GRABBED HOLD OF THE MAN, MADE HIM WELL AND 246 LET HIM GO. AND HE PRODDED THEM, “WHICH OF YOU WHO HAS A SON, (OR) A DONKEY, OR AN OX, SHOULD THEY FALL INTO A WELL ON THE SABBATH DAY, WOULD NOT IMMEDIATELY PULL HIM OUT?” AND THEY COULD NOT SAY A THING. HE MARKED HOW THE GUESTS WERE COMPETING FOR THE SEATS OF DISTINCTION, AND SPOKE THIS PARABLE TO THEM, “WHENEVER YOU ARE CALLED TO A WEDDING FEAST, DO NOT SIT IN THE SEATS OF HONOR, FOR IT MIGHT JUST BE THAT HE HAS INVITED SOMEONE WHO IS MORE NOBLE THAN YOU. THE ONE WHO INVITED YOU MIGHT THEN APPROACH YOU AND SAY, ‘LET THIS PERSON HAVE YOUR SEAT.’ YOU WILL THEN HAVE TO BEAR THE SHAME OF TAKING THE PLACE OF LEAST IMPORTANCE. WHENEVER YOU ARE BIDDEN, YOU OUGHT RATHER TO SIT IN THE LOWEST POSITION, SO WHEN THE ONE WHO INVITED YOU COMES, HE WILL SAY TO YOU, ‘MY FRIEND, MOVE ON UP!’ THEN YOU WILL BE HONORED BEFORE THOSE SEATED WITH YOU. YOU SEE, WHOEVER HONORS HIMSELF WILL BE ABASED, WHILE THOSE WHO HUMBLE THEMSELVES WILL BE HONORED.” AND, MOREOVER, HE SAID TO THOSE WHO HAD INVITED HIM, “WHENEVER YOU HAVE LUNCH OR DINNER GUESTS, DO NOT INVITE YOUR FRIENDS, BROTHERS, FAMILY MEMBERS, OR WEALTHY NEIGHBORS, FOR THEY MIGHT THEN INVITE YOU BACK, AND YOU WILL THUS BE RECOMPENSED. INSTEAD, WHENEVER YOU HOLD A BANQUET, SUMMON THE POOR, THE MAIMED, THE LAME, AND THE BLIND. THAT WAY YOU WILL INDEED BE BLESSED, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT HAVE THE MEANS TO REPAY; YOU WILL RECEIVE IT BACK AT THE REVIVAL OF THE JUST!” THE REJECTED INVITATION (LUKE 14:15-24) PEREA WHEN ONE OF THE MEN SEATED THERE WITH HIM HEARD THIS, HE SAID TO HIM, “HOW LUCKY IS THE MAN WHO WILL EAT BREAD IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN!” AND JESUS ANSWERED HIM, “THERE WAS THIS MAN WHO READIED AN ENORMOUS FEAST AND INVITED MANY GUESTS. WHEN THE TIME CAME AROUND, HE SENT HIS SERVANT OUT TO SAY TO THOSE WHO HAD BEEN INVITED, ‘EVERYTHING IS SET IN PLACE, SO COME RIGHT NOW!’ BUT EVERY ONE STARTED MAKING EXCUSES. THE FIRST ONE SAID, ‘I HAVE JUST NOW BOUGHT A FIELD AND I MUST GO AND HAVE A LOOK. PLEASE LET ME OFF.’ ANOTHER ONE SAID, ‘NOT LONG AGO I PURCHASED FIVE, YOKE OF OXEN, AND I MUST NOW GO TO INSPECT THEM. PLEASE EXCUSE ME.’ YET ANOTHER SAID TO HIM, ‘I CANNOT COME FOR I HAVE ONLY JUST NOW WED.’ THAT SERVANT RETURNED AND PASSED ALL OF THIS 247 ON TO HIS MASTER. THEN THE OWNER OF THE HOUSE BECAME ENRAGED AND ORDERED HIS SERVANT: ‘GO OUT QUICKLY INTO THE STREETS AND ALLEYS OF THE CITY, AND COME BACK WITH THE POOR, THE MAIMED, THE BLIND, AND THE LAME.’ AND THE SERVANT SAID, ‘LORD, WHAT YOU ORDERED DONE HAS BEEN CARRIED OUT, AND EVEN NOW THERE ARE SETTINGS LEFT.’ THEN THE MASTER CHARGED HIS SERVANT: ‘GO OUT INTO THE HIGHWAYS AND BYWAYS AND FORCE THEM TO ATTEND, THAT MY HOUSE MIGHT BE FILLED UP. I AM TELLING YOU, NOT ONE OF THOSE WHO WERE INVITED WILL PARTAKE OF MY FEAST!’” THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP (LUKE 14:25-35; GTH 15, 55, 101, 105) PEREA ENORMOUS CROWDS OF PEOPLE WERE FOLLOWING AFTER JESUS, AND HE TURNED TO THEM AND SAID, “WHOEVER DOES NOT HATE <FATHER> AND MOTHER THE WAY THAT I DO IS NOT FIT TO BE MY DISCIPLE, AND WHOEVER DOES <NOT> LOVE <FATHER AND> MOTHER THE WAY THAT I DO IS NOT FIT TO BE MY DISCIPLE. MY MOTHER <GAVE ME DEATH>, YOU SEE, BUT MY TRUE <MOTHER> GAVE ME LIFE. ANYONE WHO KNOWS BOTH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE MOTHER [VICTORIA] WILL BE CALLED THE CHILD OF A HARLOT. WHEN YOU COME TO SEE THE ONE WHO WAS NOT BORN OF WOMAN, FALL UPON YOUR FACES IN WORSHIP, FOR THAT ONE IS INDEED YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN]. ANYONE WHO COMES TO ME AND DOES NOT HATE HIS ‘FATHER’ AND ‘MOTHER,’ ‘WIFE’ AND ‘CHILDREN,’ ‘BROTHERS’ AND ‘SISTERS’ AND EVEN HIS OWN LIFE, IS NOT FIT TO BE MY DISCIPLE. ALSO, ANYONE WHO FAILS TO PICK UP HIS CROSS AND FOLLOW AFTER ME IS NOT WORTHY OF ME (AND) CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE. “IF ANY OF YOU WISHED TO BUILD A TOWER, WOULD HE NOT SIT DOWN FIRST AND FIGURE OUT HIS EXPENSES BEFORE HE STARTED, IN ORDER TO DETERMINE WHETHER HE HAS THE MEANS TO FINISH? BECAUSE IF HE HAS LAID THE FOUNDATION ALREADY AND CANNOT COMPLETE IT, EVERYONE WHO SEES IT WILL BEGIN TO MOCK HIM, SAYING, ‘THIS MAN STARTED OUT TO BUILD, BUT WAS NOT ABLE TO FINISH IT OFF!’ OR LET’S SAY THAT ONE KING GOES OUT TO BATTLE AGAINST ANOTHER. WOULD HE NOT SIT DOWN FIRST AND FIGURE OUT WHETHER HIS TEN THOUSAND WILL BE ABLE TO WITHSTAND THE TWENTY THOUSAND SENT OUT TO OPPOSE HIM? IF HE CANNOT, HE SENDS ENVOYS OUT WHILE THE OTHER ONE IS STILL FAR OFF AND SUES FOR PEACE. “SIMILARLY, NONE OF YOU WHO FAILS TO LEAVE ALL OF HIS THINGS BEHIND 248 CAN BE MY DISCIPLE. THE SALT IS GOOD, BUT IF THE SALT GOES BLAND, WHAT IS THERE TO SEASON IT? IT IS FIT FOR NEITHER THE LAND NOR THE MANURE PILE; IT IS SIMPLY THROWN AWAY. WHOEVER HAS EARS THAT CAN HEAR, LET HIM HEAR.” THE LOST SHEEP AND THE LOST COIN (LUKE 15:1-10; GTH 107) PEREA NOW ALL OF THE TAX-COLLECTORS AND ‘SINNERS’ GATHERED CLOSELY AROUND HIM IN ORDER TO HEAR HIM. BUT THE PHARISEES AND SCRIBES WERE GRUMBLING, “THIS MAN NOT ONLY TAKES IN ‘SINNERS,’ BUT THEN GOES ON TO EAT WITH THEM!” AND HE SPOKE THIS PARABLE TO THEM, “THE KINGDOM IS LIKE A SHEPHERD WHO HAD A HUNDRED SHEEP. THE LARGEST OF THEM WANDERED OFF. HE LEFT THE NINETY-NINE AND WENT OUT LOOKING FOR THAT ONE UNTIL HE FOUND IT. AFTER ALL OF HIS EFFORTS, HE SAID TO THAT SHEEP, ‘I LOVE YOU MORE THAN THE NINETY-NINE!’ “WHO AMONG YOU THAT OWNS A HUNDRED SHEEP, UPON THE LOSS OF EVEN ONE, WOULD NOT LEAVE THE NINETY-NINE BEHIND IN THE FIELD AND SEARCH FOR THE ONE THAT WENT ASTRAY UNTIL HE HAS FOUND IT? AND ONCE HE HAS RECOVERED IT, DOES HE NOT JOYFULLY PLACE IT OVER HIS SHOULDERS? THEN, AFTER THE MAN GETS HOME, DOES HE NOT GATHER TOGETHER HIS FRIENDS AND HIS NEIGHBORS AND SAY, ‘JOIN ME NOW IN CELEBRATION, FOR I HAVE FOUND THE SHEEP THAT I HAD LOST.’ I AM HERE TO TELL YOU THAT THE JOY IN HEAVEN OVER A SINGLE ‘SINNER’ WHO REPENTS FAR EXCEEDS THAT OF NINETY-NINE ‘RIGHTEOUS’ MEN, WHO DO NOT FEEL THE NEED TO REFORM. “OR WHAT WOMAN UPON LOSING ONE OF HER TEN DRACHMAS DOES NOT LIGHT A LAMP AND DILIGENTLY SWEEP HER HOUSE UNTIL SHE FINDS IT? AND AS SOON AS SHE RECOVERS IT, DOES SHE NOT GATHER TOGETHER ALL OF HER NEIGHBORS AND LADY FRIENDS AND SAY, ‘REJOICE WITH ME, FOR I HAVE FOUND THE DRACHMA THAT I LOST!’ I HEREBY SAY TO YOU THAT THE ANGELS OF GOD REJOICE OVER THE CONVERSION OF EVEN A SINGLE ‘SINNER.’” THE PRODIGAL SON (LUKE 15:11-32) PEREA AND HE WENT ON, “THIS MAN HAD TWO SONS. THE YOUNGEST ONE SAID TO HIS FATHER, ‘FATHER [JAMES], GIVE ME MY SHARE OF THE INHERITANCE.’ SO, THE MAN 249 DIVIDED HIS ESTATE BETWEEN THEM. NOT LONG AFTER THAT, THE YOUNGER SON GATHERED TOGETHER ALL OF HIS BELONGINGS AND MADE AWAY FOR A DISTANT LAND, WHERE HE MANAGED TO FRITTER AWAY ALL OF HIS WEALTH IN RIOTOUS LIVING. AFTER HE HAD SQUANDERED IT ALL, A TERRIBLE FAMINE SWEPT OVER THE REGION, AND HE BECAME DESTITUTE. HE JOINED HIMSELF TO A MAN OF THAT LAND, WHO SENT HIM OUT INTO THE FIELDS TO FEED SWINE. HE LONGED TO FILL HIS STOMACH WITH EVEN THE HUSKS THAT THE PIGS WERE EATING, BUT NO ONE THERE WOULD GIVE HIM ANY. THEN HE CAME TO HIMSELF AND ASKED, ‘HOW MANY OF MY FATHER’S HIRED HANDS HAVE MORE THAN ENOUGH BREAD, BUT AS FOR ME--I’M STARVING TO DEATH! I WILL RISE AND GO BACK TO MY FATHER, AND SAY TO HIM, “FATHER [JAMES], I HAVE SINNED AGAINST HEAVEN, AND IN YOUR EYES. I AM NO LONGER FIT TO BE CALLED YOUR SON--JUST LET ME BE AS A HIRELING TO YOU.”’ AND HE GOT UP AND RETURNED TO HIS FATHER, WHO, SEEING HIM FAR AWAY IN THE DISTANCE, BEAMED WITH COMPASSION, RAN RIGHT UP TO HIM, WRAPPED HIS ARMS AROUND HIS NECK AND KISSED HIM. AND THEN HIS BOY CONFESSED TO HIM, ‘FATHER [JAMES], I HAVE SINNED AGAINST HEAVEN AND IN YOUR SIGHT. I AM NOT WORTHY TO BE CALLED YOUR SON. TREAT ME LIKE ONE OF YOUR HIRED HANDS.’ BUT THE FATHER COMMANDED HIS SERVANTS, ‘BRING OUT MY FINEST ROBE AND CLOTHE HIM WITH IT; GIVE HIM A RING FOR HIS HAND, AND SANDALS FOR HIS FEET. BRING THE FATTED CALF AND SLAUGHTER IT, SO THAT WE MIGHT CELEBRATE AND FEAST UPON IT, FOR THIS SON OF MINE WAS DEAD, BUT NOW HE IS ALIVE AGAIN; WHO ONCE WAS LOST, BUT NOW IS FOUND.’ AND THEY ALL BEGAN TO MAKE MERRY. “BUT THE ELDER SON HAD BEEN OUT IN THE FIELD. AND AS HE DREW NEAR TO THE HOUSE, HE HEARD THE MUSIC AND THE DANCING, SO HE CALLED ONE OF THE YOUNG MEN TO HIMSELF AND ASKED, ‘WHAT IS ALL OF THIS ABOUT?’ AND THE SERVANT EXPLAINED, ‘YOUR BROTHER HAS COME BACK TO US, AND YOUR FATHER HAS SLAUGHTERED THE FATTED CALF FOR HIM, BECAUSE HE HAS GOTTEN HIM BACK ALL SAFE AND SOUND!’ BUT HIS BROTHER SEETHED WITH RAGE AND REFUSED TO GO IN, SO HIS FATHER CAME OUT AND STARTED PLEADING WITH HIM. AND HE COMPLAINED TO HIS FATHER, ‘BEHOLD, I HAVE WORKED FOR YOU ALL OF THESE YEARS, AND HAVE NEVER DISOBEYED YOUR COMMANDS, YET YOU NEVER GAVE ME SO MUCH AS A YOUNG GOAT THAT I MIGHT REVEL WITH MY FRIENDS. BUT WHEN THIS SON OF YOURS SHOWS UP AFTER BLOWING YOUR SUBSTANCE ROMPING WITH WHORES, YOU GO AND SLAUGHTER THE FATTED CALF FOR HIM!’ 250 AND THE MAN RESPONDED, ‘SON, YOU ARE ALWAYS HERE WITH ME, AND WHAT IS MINE IS YOURS AS WELL. WE SIMPLY HAD TO REJOICE AND BE GLAD, FOR THIS BROTHER OF YOURS WAS ONCE DEAD, BUT NOW HE IS ALIVE AGAIN; HE ONCE WAS LOST, BUT NOW IS FOUND.’” THE CLEVER MANAGER (LUKE 16:1-18; CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, STROMATEIS 1.28.177; QUOTE BY CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, 11.51, 3.50, 18.20) PEREA AND HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, “THERE WAS THIS RICH MAN WHOSE STEWARD WAS CHARGED WITH SQUANDERING HIS ASSETS. SO, HE CALLED FOR HIM AND DEMANDED, ‘WHAT IS THIS I HEAR OF YOU? ACCOUNT FOR YOUR OVERSIGHT, FOR YOU MAY NO LONGER MANAGE MY AFFAIRS.’ AND THE STEWARD SAID WITHIN HIMSELF, ‘WHAT AM I GOING TO DO NOW THAT MY BOSS IS FIRING ME? I AM TOO WEAK TO DIG AND TOO PROUD TO BEG. I KNOW JUST WHAT I WILL DO WHEN I AM RELIEVED OF MY DUTIES--GET THEM TO WELCOME ME INTO THEIR HOUSES!’ AND HE SUMMONED ALL OF HIS MASTER’S DEBTORS AND INQUIRED OF THE FIRST, ‘HOW MUCH DO YOU OWE MY MASTER?’ AND HE REPLIED, ‘A HUNDRED BATHS OF OLIVE OIL.’ ‘NOW TAKE YOUR BILL, SIT DOWN AND WRITE FIFTY.’ THEN HE ASKED THE SECOND ONE, ‘NOW AS FOR YOU, HOW MUCH DO YOU OWE?’ HE RESPONDED, ‘ONE HUNDRED CORS OF WHEAT.’ SO, HE SAID TO HIM, ‘HERE IS YOUR INVOICE, WRITE DOWN EIGHTY.’ THEN THE LORD COMMENDED THE UNJUST STEWARD ON THE SHREWDNESS OF HIS TACTICS. FOR THE SONS OF THIS AGE ARE MORE-CLEVER IN THEIR STRAIN THAN THE SONS OF LIGHT. AND I AM HERE TO SAY TO YOU, BE COMPETENT MONEY-CHANGERS. MAKE PLENTY OF FRIENDS FOR YOURSELVES WITH THIS UNHOLY MAMMON, SO THAT WHEN YOU FAIL, THEY WILL RECEIVE YOU INTO THEIR ETERNAL ABODES. WHOEVER IS FAITHFUL WITH WHAT IS LEAST WILL BE FAITHFUL WITH WHAT IS GREAT; AND WHOEVER IS UNFAITHFUL WITH WHAT IS LEAST WILL BE UNFAITHFUL WITH WHAT IS GREAT. SO, IF YOU CAN’T BE TRUSTED WITH FILTHY LUCRE, WHO WILL ENTRUST YOU WITH THE TRUE WEALTH? AND IF YOU CANNOT BE TRUSTED WITH THE THINGS OF OTHERS, WHO WILL GIVE YOU ANYTHING FOR YOURSELF? BECOME FAITHFUL MONEY-CHANGERS! REJECT THE COUNTERFEIT COINS AND ACCEPT ONLY THE GENUINE. NO SERVANT CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS, BECAUSE HE WILL DESPISE THE ONE AND LOVE THE OTHER, OR ELSE HE WILL SERVE THE ONE AND IGNORE THE OTHER. YOU CANNOT SERVE BOTH GOD AND MAMMON.” 251 WHEN THE MONEY-LOVING PHARISEES HEARD THIS, THEY ALL SCOFFED AT HIM. JESUS SAID TO THEM, “YOU LIKE TO PARADE YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE MANKIND, BUT GOD KNOWS WHAT’S IN YOUR HEARTS, BECAUSE WHAT IS THOUGHT COMMENDABLE IN THE EYES OF MEN IS REPREHENSIBLE IN THE SIGHT OF GOD. UNTIL JOHN CAME ON THE SCENE, THERE WAS THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. AND EVER SINCE THAT TIME, THE GOOD NEWS OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD HAS BEEN PROCLAIMED, AND EVERYONE FORCES THEIR WAY IN. INDEED, IT WOULD BE EASIER FOR HEAVEN AND EARTH TO PASS OUT OF EXISTENCE THAN IT WOULD BE FOR A TITTLE OF THE LAW TO DISAPPEAR. WHOEVER DIVORCES HIS WIFE AND MARRIES ANOTHER, IS COMMITTING ADULTERY, AND ANYONE WHO MARRIES THAT WOMAN PUT AWAY BY HER HUSBAND IS ALSO COMMITTING ADULTERY. THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS (LUKE 16:19-31; RECOGNITIONS OF CLEMENT 2.29) PEREA NOW THERE WAS THIS CERTAIN RICH MAN WHO DRESSED IN PURPLE AND CHOICEST LINEN, AND FEASTED SUMPTUOUSLY ON A DAILY BASIS. THEN THERE WAS THIS POOR MAN NAMED LAZARUS, WHO HAD BEEN PLACED AT HIS GATE, ALL COVERED IN SORES. HE LONGED TO EAT EVEN THE CRUMBS THAT FELL FROM THE RICH MAN’S TABLE. DOGS EVEN CAME UP TO HIM AND LICKED HIS SORES. SO, THE POOR MAN DIED, AND WAS WHISKED BY THE ANGELS INTO ABRAHAM’S BOSOM. THE WEALTHY MAN PASSED ON AS WELL, AND HE RECEIVED A BURIAL. AND AMID HIS TORTURES IN HADES, HE LOOKED UP AND SAW ABRAHAM OFF IN THE DISTANCE, AND LAZARUS WAS IN HIS BOSOM. THEN HE CRIED OUT, ‘FATHER ABRAHAM, SHOW ME SOME COMPASSION! SEND LAZARUS TO DIP HIS FINGER INTO THE WATER AND COOL MY TONGUE WITH IT, BECAUSE THIS FLAME IS TORMENTING ME SO.’ ‘MY SON,’ ABRAHAM REPLIED, ‘CALL TO MIND ALL OF THE GOOD THINGS THAT YOU RECEIVED WHILE YOU WERE STILL ALIVE, AS WELL AS THE EVILS THAT LAZARUS HAS KNOWN. HE IS RECEIVING HIS CONSOLATION NOW, WHEREAS YOU ARE RECEIVING YOUR AFFLICTION. AND BESIDES ALL THAT, A GREAT CHASM HAS BEEN PLACED BETWEEN OURSELVES AND YOU, SO THAT THOSE WHO WOULD LEAVE AND CROSS OVER TO YOU CANNOT, NOR CAN ANY PASS OVER FROM THAT SIDE TO THIS.’ ‘THEN I BEG YOU FATHER ABRAHAM,’ THE WEALTHY MAN REPLIED, ‘SEND HIM TO MY FATHER’S HOUSE, THAT HE MIGHT DESCRIBE THIS PLACE OF TORMENT IN DETAIL TO MY FIVE BROTHERS, SO THAT THEY DON’T ALSO END UP HERE.’ ABRAHAM THEN ANSWERED HIM, ‘THEY HAVE MOSES AND THE 252 PROPHETS, LET YOUR BROTHERS HEAR THEIR WORDS.’ AND HE RESPONDED, ‘BUT NO, FATHER ABRAHAM, IF SOMEONE SHOULD RISE UP FROM THE DEAD AND GO TO THEM, THEY WILL TRULY CHANGE THEIR WAYS!’ ‘IF THEY WILL NOT HEAR MOSES AND THE PROPHETS,’ ABRAHAM REJOINED, ‘THEN NEITHER WILL THEY BE PERSUADED BY SOMEONE WHO RISES FROM THE DEAD.’ CURSE THOSE WHO LIVE IN EXTRAVAGANCE AND WEALTH AND YET GIVE NOTHING TO THE POOR! THESE WILL HAVE TO GIVE ACCOUNT, FOR THEY SHOULD HAVE LOVED THEIR NEIGHBORS AS THEMSELVES. FOR THEY SHOWED THE POOR NO COMPASSION IN THEIR HARDSHIP.” FORGIVENESS AND FAITH (LUKE 17:1-10; OXY 840:1) PEREA <JESUS SAID, “A CRIMINAL,> BEFORE COMMITTING A CRIME, THINKS ABOUT HIS EVERY MOVE. BUT YOU SHOULD GUARD AGAINST A FATE LIKE HIS, SINCE THOSE WHO CARRY OUT CRIMES AGAINST THEIR FELLOW MEN NOT ONLY GET WHAT’S COMING TO THEM IN THIS LIFE, BUT (IN THE NEXT ONE,) HE WILL HAVE TO FACE PUNISHMENT AND ETERNAL ANGUISH. STUMBLING BLOCKS ARE SURE TO COME,” HE CAUTIONED HIS DISCIPLES, “BUT WOE TO THE ONE WHO SETS THEM UP. IT WOULD PROFIT HIM MORE TO HAVE A GIANT MILLSTONE FITTED AROUND HIS NECK AND TO BE THROWN INTO THE SEA THAN TO CAUSE ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES TO LOSE THEIR FOOTING. YOU MUST THEREFORE WATCH YOURSELVES. IF YOUR BROTHER SHOULD DO YOU WRONG, THEN REPROVE HIM, AND IF HE SHOULD CHANGE HIS WAYS, THEN FORGIVE HIM. AND IF HE SHOULD INJURE YOU SEVEN TIMES IN JUST ONE DAY, AND SEVEN TIMES THAT DAY HE SHOULD TURN AROUND AND APOLOGIZE, THEN PARDON HIM.” THEN THE APOSTLES SAID TO THE LORD, “GIVE US A MORE EXCELLENT FAITH.” THE LORD THEN ANSWERED THEM, “IF YOUR FAITH, WERE EVEN AS A MUSTARD SEED, YOU WOULD HAVE SAID TO THIS MULBERRY TREE, ‘BE PULLED UP BY THE ROOTS AND PLANTED IN THE SEA,’ AND IT WOULD HAVE OBEYED YOU. “WHICH OF YOU, SHOULD HE HAVE A SERVANT OUT PLOWING OR FEEDING, WOULD HAVE HIM COME IN FROM THE FIELD AND SAY TO HIM, ‘COME HERE. SIT DOWN AND EAT!’? WOULD YOU NOT RATHER SAY TO HIM, ‘YOU MUST FIX ME SOMETHING TO EAT. TIE YOUR ROBE AND WAIT ON ME WHILE I EAT AND DRINK. YOU CAN EAT WHEN I AM DONE.’ DOES THE SERVANT GET ANY THANKS FOR FOLLOWING ORDERS? I THINK NOT! AND SO, IT GOES FOR ALL OF YOU, AFTER DOING 253 WHAT YOU WERE EXPECTED TO, SAY, ‘WE ARE ALL JUST MISERABLE SERVANTS AND HAVE ONLY DONE AS WE WERE TOLD.’” 254 MINISTRY 4 JESUS RAISES LAZARUS (JOHN 11:1-44) BETHANY NOW THERE WAS THIS CERTAIN MAN NAMED LAZARUS WHO WAS ILL. HE WAS FROM BETHANY, THE SAME VILLAGE AS MARY AND HER SISTER MARTHA. NOW THIS WAS THE SAME MARY WHO HAD ANOINTED THE LORD WITH OINTMENT AND WIPED OFF HIS FEET WITH HER HAIR, AND THE AILING LAZARUS WAS HER BROTHER. SO, THE SISTERS SENT A MESSAGE TO JESUS, “LORD, THE ONE THAT YOU LOVE IS ILL.” NOW WHEN JESUS HEARD THIS, HE SAID, “THIS ILLNESS WILL NOT LEAD TO DEATH, BUT TO THE GLORIFICATION OF GOD; THAT THE SON OF GOD MIGHT BE EXALTED THEREBY.” NOW JESUS LOVED MARTHA AND HER SISTER, AND LAZARUS TOO. SO, WHEN HE HEARD ABOUT HIS CONDITION, JESUS STAYED WHERE HE WAS FOR TWO DAYS. “LET US RETURN TO JUDEA,” HE SAID TO HIS STUDENTS. “RABBI,” THE DISCIPLES QUESTIONED HIM, “THE JEWS HAVE JUST NOW TRIED TO STONE YOU, AND ARE YOU GOING BACK AGAIN?” “ARE THERE NOT TWELVE HOURS IN A DAY?” JESUS REPLIED. “IF ANYONE SHOULD WALK IN DAYLIGHT, HE WILL NOT STUMBLE, BECAUSE HE CAN SEE BY THE LIGHT OF THIS WORLD. IF, HOWEVER, SOMEONE SHOULD WALK AT NIGHT, THEN HE WILL INDEED SLIP UP, FOR THERE IS NO LIGHT IN HIM.” AFTER SAYING THIS TO THEM, HE EXPLAINED, “OUR FRIEND LAZARUS HAS ONLY FALLEN ASLEEP; BUT I AM GOING THERE TO WAKE HIM UP.” SO, HIS FOLLOWERS SAID TO HIM, “SIR, IF HE IS SLEEPING, THEN HE WILL GET WELL.” NOW JESUS MEANT THAT HE HAD DIED, BUT THE DISCIPLES IMAGINED THAT HE WAS TALKING ABOUT SOME KIND OF RESTFUL SLUMBER. SO, AT THAT POINT JESUS CAME OUT AND SAID, “LAZARUS IS DEAD, BUT FOR YOUR SAKES I AM GLAD THAT I WAS NOT THERE, SO THAT YOU MIGHT COME TO BELIEVE. EVEN SO, LET US ALL NOW GO TO HIM.” AT THIS, THOMAS, WHO IS ALSO KNOWN AS DIDYMUS, SAID TO THE OTHER DISCIPLES, “LET US ALL GO WITH HIM AS WELL, THAT WE MIGHT ALL DIE ALONGSIDE HIM.” SO, JESUS CAME AND FOUND THAT LAZARUS HAD ALREADY BEEN ENTOMBED FOR FOUR DAYS. NOW BETHANY WAS ONLY ABOUT FIFTEEN STADIA AWAY FROM JERUSALEM, AND MANY JEWS HAD COME TO MARTHA AND MARY TO COMFORT THEM ON THE LOSS OF THEIR BROTHER. WHEN MARTHA HEARD THAT JESUS WOULD SOON BE 255 THERE, SHE WENT OUT TO MEET HIM, WHILE MARY SAT AT HOME. “LORD,” SAID MARTHA, “MY BROTHER WOULD NEVER HAVE PASSED ON HAD YOU BEEN HERE. BUT I KNOW THAT EVEN NOW, GOD WILL GIVE YOU WHATEVER YOU MIGHT ASK OF HIM.” “YOUR BROTHER WILL BE RAISED AGAIN,” JESUS SAID. “I KNOW,” MARTHA ANSWERED. “HE WILL RISE AGAIN IN THE RESURRECTION ON THE LAST DAY.” JESUS SAID, “I AM THE RESURRECTION AND I AM LIFE. ANYONE WHO TRUSTS IN ME, EVEN THOUGH HE PASSES ON, HE WILL INDEED LIVE. AND EVERYONE WHO IS ALIVE AND HAS FAITH IN ME WILL NEVER, EVER DIE. DO YOU BELIEVE THIS?” “I DO, MY LORD,” SHE ANSWERED HIM, “I BELIEVE THAT YOU ARE THE MESSIAH, THE SON OF GOD WHO IS COMING INTO THE WORLD.” AND AFTER SHE HAD SAID ALL THIS, SHE RETURNED AND SUMMONED MARY, AND SAID TO HER PRIVATELY, “THE TEACHER IS HERE, AND HE’S ASKING FOR YOU.” WHEN MARY HEARD THIS, SHE GOT UP QUICKLY AND WENT OVER TO WHERE JESUS WAS. NOW JESUS HAD NOT YET ENTERED INTO THE VILLAGE, BUT WAS STILL WAITING THERE WHERE MARTHA HAD MET HIM. THE JEWS WHO HAD BEEN WITH HER IN HER HOUSE, CONSOLING HER, WHEN THEY SAW HOW MARY HAD SPRUNG UP AND HURRIED OUT, SAID, “SHE IS GOING TO WEEP AT THE TOMB,” SO THEY FOLLOWED AFTER HER. SO, WHEN MARY GOT TO THE PLACE WHERE JESUS WAS AND SAW HIM THERE, SHE FELL AT HIS FEET AND SAID, “LORD, MY BROTHER WOULD NEVER HAVE DIED IF YOU HAD BEEN HERE.” WHEN JESUS SAW HER WEEPING, AND THE JEWS WHO CAME WITH HER ALSO WEEPING, HE WAS DEEPLY STIRRED WITHIN HIS SPIRIT, AND HE GREW TROUBLED. THEN HE ASKED THEM, “WHERE HAVE YOU LAID HIM?” “LORD,” THEY REPLIED, “COME AND SEE.” JESUS WEPT. SO, THE JEWS THERE SAID, “LOOK AT HOW DEEP HIS LOVE FOR LAZARUS WAS!” BUT SOME OF THEM SNEERED, “COULD NOT THIS ONE WHO OPENED UP THE EYES OF THE BLIND MAN ALSO HAVE KEPT THIS MAN FROM DYING?” SO, JESUS, ONCE AGAIN DEEPLY MOVED, ARRIVED AT THE TOMB. IT WAS A CAVE WITH A STONE LYING ACROSS IT. “REMOVE THE STONE,” HE SAID TO THEM. AND MARTHA, THE SISTER OF THE DECEASED, PROTESTED, “LORD, THE STENCH OF DEATH IS ON HIM NOW, FOR HE HAS BEEN DEAD FOR FOUR DAYS!” “DID I NOT ALREADY SAY TO YOU,” JESUS REMINDED HER, “THAT IF YOU WERE TO BELIEVE, YOU WOULD SEE THE GLORY OF GOD?” THEN THEY REMOVED THE STONE WHERE THE DEAD MAN, LIE. AND JESUS LOOKED TO THE SKY AND SAID, “FATHER [STEPHEN], I THANK YOU FOR HEARING ME. I KNOW VERY WELL THAT YOU ALWAYS DO, BUT I SAID IT FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE STANDING HERE, THAT THEY MIGHT 256 BELIEVE THAT YOU HAVE SENT ME.” AND AFTER HE HAD SPOKEN THIS, HE SHOUTED IN A LOUD VOICE, “LAZARUS, COME FORTH!” AND THE ONE WHO HAD DIED CAME OUT, HIS GRAVE CLOTHES STILL BOUND AROUND HIS HANDS AND FEET, AND A CLOTH, STILL WRAPPED AROUND HIS FACE. AND JESUS SAID, “UNBIND HIM NOW AND LET HIM GO.” THE PHARISEES CONSPIRE TO EXECUTE JESUS (JOHN 11:45-54) JERUSALEM; EPHRAIM MANY OF THE JEWS WHO CAME TO MARY AND SAW WHAT JESUS HAD DONE CAME TO PUT THEIR FAITH IN HIM. SOME OF THEM, HOWEVER, WENT TO THE PHARISEES AND LET THEM KNOW WHAT HE WAS DOING. THE HIGH-RANKING PRIESTS AND THE PHARISEES THEREFORE CALLED A MEETING OF THE SANHEDRIN AND ASKED, “WHAT ARE WE SUPPOSED TO DO, SEEING THAT HE DOES SO MANY SIGNS? WERE WE TO LET HIM GO ON LIKE THIS, EVERYONE WOULD COME TO BELIEVE IN HIM, AND THE ROMANS WOULD COME AND DO AWAY WITH OUR TEMPLE AND OUR NATION?” AND ONE OF THEM--THAT YEAR’S HIGH PRIEST, WHOSE NAME WAS CAIAPHAS--QUESTIONED THEM, “DO YOU UNDERSTAND NOTHING AT ALL? CAN YOU NOT SEE THAT IT IS BETTER FOR ONE MAN TO DIE FOR THE SAKE OF THE PEOPLE, THAN FOR THE ENTIRE NATION TO PERISH?” NOW IT WAS NOT ON HIS OWN THAT HE SAID THIS TO THEM, BUT AS THAT YEAR’S HIGH PRIEST, HE WAS PROPHESYING THAT JESUS WAS SOON TO DIE FOR THE SAKE OF THE NATION. AND NOT JUST FOR THAT NATION ALONE, BUT TO BIND TOGETHER ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN WHO ARE SCATTERED FAR AND WIDE, AND MAKE THEM ALL ONE. SO, THEY PLOTTED HIS DEATH FROM THAT DAY ON. JESUS THEREFORE NO LONGER WALKED FREELY AMONG THE JEWS, BUT LEFT THAT PLACE FOR A TOWN CALLED EPHRAIM, WHICH WAS NEAR TO THE DESERT, AND HE STAYED WITH HIS DISCIPLES THERE. THE GRATEFUL LEPER (LUKE 17:11-19) GALILEE OR SAMARIA HE WAS TRAVELING BETWEEN GALILEE AND SAMARIA ON HIS WAY THROUGH TO JERUSALEM. THERE HE ENTERED INTO A CERTAIN VILLAGE WHERE THERE MET HIM TEN LEPERS WHO WERE STANDING OFF IN THE DISTANCE AND SHOUTING, “JESUS, MASTER, SHOW US SOME COMPASSION!” AND WHEN HE SAW THEM, HE SAID TO THEM, “GO AND SHOW YOURSELVES TO THE PRIESTS.” AND EVEN AS 257 THEY WENT THEIR WAY, ALL OF THEM RECEIVED THEIR CLEANSING. AND ONE OF THEM, WHEN HE REALIZED THAT HE’D BEEN CURED, RETURNED PRAISING GOD LOUDLY. AND HE FELL TO HIS FACE AT JESUS’ FEET AND GAVE HIM THANKS--AND THIS MAN WAS A SAMARITAN. “WERE THERE NOT TEN WHO WERE CLEANSED?” JESUS MARVELED. “WHERE THEN ARE THE OTHER NINE? WERE THERE NONE FOUND BESIDES THIS FOREIGNER WHO WOULD COME BACK AND PRAISE GOD?” THEN HE SAID TO HIM, “RISE UP NOW AND GO YOUR WAY, FOR YOUR FAITH HAS MADE YOU WHOLE.” THE COMING OF THE KINGDOM (LUKE 17:20-37; GTH 3, 18, 29, 51, 61, 113) GALILEE? AND HE WAS PRODDED BY THE PHARISEES (AND) THE DISCIPLES, “TELL US WHEN GOD’S KINGDOM WILL COME.” HE ANSWERED THEM, “THE KINGDOM OF GOD DOES NOT COME THROUGH OBSERVATION, NOR WILL ANYONE PROCLAIM, ‘LOOK, HERE IT IS,’ OR ‘LOOK, OVER THERE!’ YOU SEE, GOD’S KINGDOM LIES WITHIN YOU! IT IS INSTEAD THAT THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] DOMINION COVERS THE FACE OF THE EARTH AND MEN FAIL TO DISCERN IT.” “EXPLAIN TO US HOW OUR END WILL COME,” THE FOLLOWERS REQUESTED OF JESUS. JESUS ANSWERED THEM, “HAVE YOU FOUND THE BEGINNING, THEN, THAT YOU SEEK FOR THE END? FOR WHERE THE BEGINNING IS, THERE WILL THE END BE ALSO. BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO TAKES HIS STAND AT THE BEGINNING, FOR HE WILL KNOW THE END AND WILL NOT EVER TASTE OF DEATH.” HIS DISCIPLES ASKED HIM, “WHEN WILL THE DEAD FIND REST, AND THE NEW WORLD COME AT LAST?” HE ANSWERED THEM, “WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO HAS ALREADY HAPPENED, BUT YOU DO NOT YET REALIZE IT. IF THOSE WHO LEAD YOU SHOULD SAY TO YOU, ‘BEHOLD, THE KINGDOM IS UP IN THE SKY,’ THEN THE BIRDS OF THE SKY WILL ENTER IN BEFORE YOU. SHOULD THEY CLAIM, ‘IT IS UNDER THE EARTH (OR) BENEATH THE SEA,’ THEN THE FISH WILL ENTER IN BEFORE YOU. TO THE CONTRARY, THE DOMINION LIES BOTH WITHIN YOU AND WITHOUT. <THOSE WHO> COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF <THEMSELVES> WILL DISCOVER THIS. AS SOON AS YOU RECOGNIZE WHO YOU ARE, YOU WILL BECOME RECOGNIZED. YOU WILL COME TO SEE YOURSELVES AS THE CHILDREN OF THE LIVING FATHER [STEPHEN]. IF, HOWEVER, YOU ARE UNAWARE OF YOUR TRUE NATURE, THEN YOU DWELL IN POVERTY, AND YOU ARE YOURSELVES THAT POVERTY! IT IS TRULY MARVELOUS THAT FLESH SHOULD ARISE FROM SPIRIT, BUT IF SPIRIT SHOULD BREAK FORTH BY MEANS OF THE FLESH, 258 THEN THAT IS A MARVEL BOUND UP IN A MARVEL. EVEN SO, I AM TRULY AMAZED AT HOW SUCH A VAST FORTUNE HAS MADE ITS HOME IN SUCH GREAT POVERTY! THE DAYS ARE COMING,” HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, “WHEN YOU WILL LONG TO BEHOLD EVEN ONE OF THE DAYS OF THE SON OF MAN, AND WILL NOT SEE IT. THEY WILL SAY TO YOU, ‘LOOK, OVER HERE!’ AND ‘LOOK, OVER THERE!’ DO NOT FOLLOW AFTER THEM, BECAUSE IN HIS DAY, THE SON OF MAN WILL BE EVEN AS A BOLT OF LIGHTNING FLASHING FROM ONE END OF THE SKY TO THE OTHER. BUT BEFORE THAT EVER HAPPENS, HE MUST UNDERGO NUMEROUS ORDEALS, AND BE REJECTED BY THIS GENERATION. AND JUST AS IT WAS IN NOAH’S DAY, SO ALSO WILL IT BE IN THE DAYS OF THE SON OF MAN. THEY ATE, THEY DRANK, THEY MARRIED OFF AND WERE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE RIGHT UP TO THE DAY THAT HE ENTERED THE ARK. THEN CAME THE ALL-DESTROYING FLOOD. IT HAPPENED THE SAME WAY IN LOT’S TIME; THEY ATE, THEY DRANK, THEY BOUGHT, THEY SOLD, THEY PLANTED AND THEY BUILT. THEN, ON THE VERY DAY THAT LOT LEFT SODOM, HE RAINED FIRE AND BRIMSTONE DOWN FROM HEAVEN, BRINGING ALL THINGS DOWN TO DESTRUCTION. ON THE DAY OF THE REVELATION OF THE SON OF MAN, IT WILL BE EVEN AS THESE THINGS WERE. ON THAT DAY, THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE UP ON THE HOUSETOP, DO NOT GO DOWN FOR WHAT’S IN YOUR HOUSE. AND THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE OUT IN THE FIELD, DO NOT EVEN TURN AROUND. REMEMBER LOT’S WIFE? ANYONE LOOKING TO SAVE HIS LIFE WILL END UP LOSING IT, BUT WHOEVER TURNS HIS BACK ON THIS LIFE WILL END UP SAVING IT. I AM TELLING YOU THAT ON THAT NIGHT, TWO WILL BE IN THE SAME BED; ONE WILL BE TAKEN, AND THE OTHER WILL BE LEFT--ONE WILL DIE AND ONE WILL LIVE. TWO WOMEN WILL BE GRINDING IN THE VERY SAME PLACE; ONE WILL BE TAKEN, AND THE OTHER WILL BE LEFT. TWO MEN WILL BE OUT IN A FIELD; ONE WILL BE TAKEN, AND THE OTHER WILL BE LEFT.” “WHERE TO, MY LORD?” THEY ASKED HIM. HE ANSWERED, “WHEREVER THERE IS A CARCASS, THE VULTURES WILL BE SURE TO GATHER.” SALOME SAID, “WHO ARE YOU, MISTER? YOU HAVE CLIMBED ONTO MY COUCH AND EATEN FROM MY TABLE AS IF SENT TO ME BY SOMEONE.” JESUS ANSWERED HER, “I AM THE ONE WHO RECEIVES HIS NATURE FROM THE ONE WHO IS WHOLE. THE THINGS OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO ME.” “I AM TRULY YOUR DISCIPLE,” (ANSWERED SALOME.) “IT IS FOR THIS REASON,” (JESUS EXPLAINED TO HER,) “THAT I SAY, ‘WHEN A MAN IS UNIFIED, HE WILL BEAM WITH LIGHT; BUT IF HE SHOULD BE CONFLICTED, HE WILL BE CHOKED WITH DARKNESS.’” 259 THE UNJUST JUDGE; THE PHARISEE AND THE TAX-COLLECTOR (LUKE 18:1-14) GALILEE? AND HE RELATED THIS PARABLE TO THEM SO THAT THEY MIGHT ALWAYS PRAY AND NEVER LOSE HEART. HE SAID, “THERE WAS A CERTAIN JUDGE IN A PARTICULAR TOWN WHO NEITHER WORSHIPED GOD, NOR REVERENCED MEN. THERE WAS ALSO THIS WIDOW WHO LIVED IN THAT TOWN WHO KEPT ON COMING UP TO HIM AND SAYING, ‘CARRY OUT JUSTICE FOR ME AGAINST MY ENEMY.’ AND FOR A WHILE, HE DID NOT BOTHER. BUT LATER ON, HE THOUGHT TO HIMSELF, ‘THOUGH I RESPECT NEITHER GOD NOR MAN, BECAUSE THIS WOMAN KEEPS ON PESTERING ME, I WILL INDEED STAND UP FOR HER, LEST SHE BELEAGUER ME WITH HER ENDLESS VISITS.’” AND THE LORD SAID, “MARK THE WORDS OF THE UNRIGHTEOUS JUDGE. WILL NOT GOD AVENGE HIS ELECT, WHO CRY OUT TO HIM BOTH DAY AND NIGHT. WILL HE KEEP THEM WAITING? I AM TELLING YOU THAT HE WILL CARRY OUT JUSTICE FOR THEM WITH ALL DUE SPEED. NEVERTHELESS, WHEN THE SON OF MAN DOES COME, WILL HE FIND FAITH HERE ON THIS EARTH?” THEN HE SPOKE THIS PARABLE TO SOME WHO LOOKED DOWN ON EVERYONE ELSE, BELIEVING IN THEIR HEARTS THAT THEY WERE JUST: “TWO MEN, A PHARISEE AND A TAX-COLLECTOR, WENT UP TO THE TEMPLE TO PRAY ONE DAY. THE PHARISEE STOOD AND PRAYED TO HIMSELF, ‘GOD, I THANK YOU FOR THE FACT THAT I AM NOT GREEDY, EVIL, OR ADULTEROUS, LIKE OTHER PEOPLE ARE, SUCH AS THIS PUBLICAN OVER HERE. I FAST TWO TIMES A WEEK, AND PAY A TITHE ON ALL THAT I RECEIVE.’ BUT THE TAX-COLLECTOR STOOD FAR AWAY AND WOULD NOT EVEN LOOK UP TO HEAVEN. HE MERELY STRUCK HIS CHEST AND SAID, ‘GOD, HAVE MERCY ON A SINNER LIKE ME!’ I AM HERE TO SAY TO YOU THAT THIS ONE WENT DOWN TO HIS HOUSE JUSTIFIED, WHILE THE OTHER ONE DID NOT! FOR EVERYONE WHO EXALTS HIMSELF WILL BE HUMBLED, WHEREAS ALL OF THOSE WHO HUMBLE THEMSELVES WILL BE EXALTED.” JESUS TEACHES ABOUT DIVORCE (MATT 19:1-12; MARK 10:2-12) PEREA AND AFTER JESUS HAD SAID ALL THIS, HE LEFT GALILEE FOR THE PART OF JUDEA THAT LIES BEYOND THE JORDAN. ENORMOUS CROWDS AGAIN CAME TO HIM (AND) FOLLOWED AFTER HIM, AND HE STARTED TEACHING AND HEALING THEM 260 THERE AS WAS HIS CUSTOM. AND THE PHARISEES CAME TO PUT HIM TO THE TEST, ASKING, “IS IT LAWFUL FOR A MAN TO DIVORCE HIS WIFE FOR WHATEVER REASON?” HE REPLIED, “WHAT DID MOSES SAY TO YOU?” THEY ANSWERED HIM, “MOSES ALLOWED A MAN TO WRITE OUT A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND HER ON HER WAY.” AND HE ASKED THEM, “HAVE YOU NEVER READ THAT HE WHO CREATED THEM AT FIRST CREATED THEM BOTH MALE AND FEMALE?” THEN HE EXPLAINED: “THIS IS WHY A MAN WILL LEAVE HIS MOTHER AND FATHER BEHIND AND JOIN TOGETHER WITH HIS WIFE. AND SO THEY ARE TO REMAIN; THE TWO ARE TO BE ONE IN FLESH. THUS, THEY ARE NO LONGER TWO, BUT ONE. SO DO NOT LET ANYONE TEAR APART WHAT GOD HAS JOINED.” THEN THEY ASKED HIM, “SO HOW COME MOSES SAID TO GIVE HER A BILL OF DIVORCE AND SEND HER AWAY?” HE ANSWERED, “MOSES WROTE THIS LAW FOR YOU, ALLOWING YOU TO DIVORCE YOUR WIVES, BECAUSE YOUR HEARTS HAD BEEN MADE HARD. BUT THIS WAS NOT HOW IT WAS AT FIRST. I AM TELLING YOU NOW THAT WHOEVER PUTS HIS WIFE AWAY AND MARRIES ANOTHER FOR ANY REASON BUT WHOREDOM IS COMMITTING ADULTERY AGAINST HER. AND WHOEVER MARRIES THE WOMAN WHO HAS BEEN PUT AWAY IS ALSO COMMITTING ADULTERY.” WHEN THEY ALL GOT BACK TO THE HOUSE, HIS FOLLOWERS PRODDED JESUS ABOUT THIS. HE RESPONDED, “ANYONE WHO PUTS AWAY HIS WIFE AND MARRIES SOME OTHER WOMAN IS COMMITTING ADULTERY AGAINST HER. AND IF SHE SHOULD PUT HER HUSBAND AWAY AND MARRY SOME OTHER MAN, SHE IS COMMITTING ADULTERY AGAINST HIM.” “IF THIS IS THE CASE BETWEEN A MAN AND A WOMAN,” HIS DISCIPLES REMARKED, “THEN IT IS BETTER TO REMAIN UNWED.” AND HE INFORMED THEM, “NOT EVERYONE CAN ACCEPT THIS INSIGHT; ONLY THOSE TO WHOM IT HAS BEEN GIVEN. YOU SEE, THERE ARE THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN BORN AS EUNUCHS FROM THEIR MOTHER’S WOMB; AND THERE ARE THE KIND THAT ARE MADE EUNUCHS BY MEN; AND THERE ARE EUNUCHS WHO HAVE KEPT THEMSELVES THAT WAY FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. LET WHOEVER CAN, RECEIVE THIS.” JESUS AND THE CHILDREN (MATT 19:13-15; MARK 10:13-16; LUKE 18:15-17; GTH 4,22/4 POXY 654; GOSPEL OF THE NASSENES, QUOTE BY HIPPOLYTUS, PHILOSOPHUMENA 5.7.20) PEREA AT THAT TIME, THE PEOPLE WERE BRINGING INFANTS (AND) YOUNG CHILDREN 261 OVER TO HIM SO THAT HE MIGHT LAY HIS HANDS ON THEM AND PRAY. BUT WHEN HIS DISCIPLES SAW WHAT THE PEOPLE WERE DOING, THEY REPROACHED THEM. BUT WHEN JESUS SAW THE DISCIPLES HINDERING THE CROWDS, HE BECAME ANGRY, CALLED THE CHILDREN TO HIMSELF AND SAID, “LET THE LITTLE ONES DRAW NEAR TO ME! DO NOT STAND IN THE WAY OF THEIR COMING, FOR THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM OF GOD IS COMPRISED OF SUCH AS THESE. MOST ASSUREDLY I SAY TO YOU, WHOEVER FAILS TO RECEIVE THE KINGDOM OF GOD AS A LITTLE CHILD WILL NEVER ENTER INTO IT.” JESUS, SPOTTING SOME SUCKLING NEWBORNS, SAID TO HIS FOLLOWERS, “YOU SEE THESE INFANTS NURSING HERE? THOSE WHO ENTER THE KINGDOM ARE JUST LIKE THESE.” HIS FOLLOWERS ASKED HIM, “SO ARE WE TO ENTER IN AS NEWBORNS?” JESUS ANSWERED, “OUT OF THE TWO YOU SHOULD FORM ONE, MAKING WHAT IS INSIDE LIKE WHAT IS OUTSIDE, AND WHAT IS OUTSIDE LIKE WHAT IS INSIDE, AND WHAT IS ‘HIGHER’ SHOULD BE BROUGHT TOGETHER WITH WHAT IS ‘LOWER,’ AND IN THIS WAY YOU WILL TRANSFORM THE ‘MAN’ AND THE ‘WOMAN’ INTO THAT SINGULAR UNION. THUS THE MAN WILL NOT BE ‘MALE,’ NOR WILL THE WOMAN BE ‘FEMALE.’ AND WHEN YOU SHOULD REPLACE AN ‘EYE’ WITH AN ‘EYE,’ AND A ‘HAND’ WITH A ‘HAND,’ AND A ‘FOOT’ WITH A ‘FOOT,’ WITH ONE IMAGE REPLACING THE OTHER, YOU WILL ENTER INTO THE <KINGDOM.> ANYONE WHO LOOKS FOR ME WILL FIND ME IN CHILDREN, FOR IT IS IN THESE THAT I WILL SHOW MYSELF. THE AGED MAN WHO IS FULL OF DAYS WILL NOT HESITATE TO ASK A LITTLE CHILD WHO IS SEVEN DAYS OLD ABOUT THE PLACE OF LIFE, AND HE WILL LIVE. FOR THERE ARE MANY WHO ARE FIRST WHO WILL BE LAST, AND MANY WHO ARE LAST (WHO WILL BE) FIRST, AND THEY WILL BECOME SINGULAR, ONE.” THEN HE TOOK THE CHILDREN INTO HIS ARMS AND BLESSED THEM. AND AFTER LAYING HIS HANDS ON THEM, HE LEFT THAT PLACE. THE PITFALL OF WEALTH (MATT 19:16-28; MARK 10:17-31; LUKE 18:18-30; GNAZ 6, QUOTE BY ORIGEN, ON MATTHEW, 15:14, REGARDING MATT 19:16-30; GTH 110,81) PEREA NOW AS JESUS WAS MOVING ON FROM THERE, A CERTAIN RULER RAN UP TO HIM. AND WHEN HE HAD DRAWN NEAR TO HIM, HE ASKED HIM, “GOOD TEACHER, WHAT IS THE GOOD THAT I MUST DO TO RECEIVE [THE] INHERIT[ANCE] 262 (OF) ETERNAL LIFE?” AND JESUS ASKED HIM, “WHY DO YOU REFER TO ME AS GOOD, (AND) ASK IT OF ME? GOD ALONE, AND NO ONE ELSE, IS THE ONLY ONE WHO IS GOOD. BUT IF YOU’D LIKE TO ENTER INTO LIFE, THEN YOU MUST ABIDE BY THE COMMANDMENTS.” AND HE ASKED JESUS, “WHICH ONES?” AND JESUS SAID, “YOU KNOW THEM: ‘DO NOT MURDER, DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT WITNESS FALSELY, DO NOT COMMIT FRAUD, HONOR YOUR FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER, AND LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOU DO YOURSELF.’” THE YOUNG MAN ANSWERED HIM, “TEACHER, I HAVE LIVED BY THESE FROM MY CHILDHOOD. WHAT DO I YET LACK?” WHEN JESUS HEARD THIS, HE LOOKED AT HIM WITH LOVE (AND) SAID, “YOU ONLY FALL SHORT IN ONE THING. IF YOU WISH TO MOVE ON TO PERFECTION, GO AND SELL THE THINGS YOU OWN AND DISTRIBUTE YOUR SUBSTANCE AMONG THE POOR, THEN YOU WILL HAVE TREASURE IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. THEN COME AND FOLLOW AFTER ME.” AND WHEN HE HEARD THIS, THE YOUNG MAN’S FACE FELL, (AND) HIS HEART SANK. JESUS LOOKED AT HIM AND SAID, “HOW HARD IT IS FOR THE RICH TO GET INTO GOD’S KINGDOM! TRULY IT IS EASIER FOR A CAMEL TO PASS THROUGH THE EYE OF A NEEDLE THAN IT IS FOR A WEALTHY MAN TO ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD.” AND HE WENT AWAY ALL DEJECTED, SEEING THAT HE HAD MANY POSSESSIONS. AND THOSE WHO HEARD THIS ASKED HIM, “THEN WHO QUALIFIES FOR SALVATION?” JESUS ANSWERED, “WHAT IS BEYOND THE GRASP OF MEN IS WITHIN THE REACH OF GOD.” A SECOND WEALTHY MAN ASKED HIM, “TEACHER, WHAT MUST I DO TO HAVE LIFE?” JESUS ANSWERED, “SIR, YOU MUST FULFILL THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS.” “I HAVE DONE THAT ALREADY,” THE MAN REPLIED. “GO NOW,” HE SAID, “SELL YOUR THINGS AND GIVE IT ALL TO THE POOR. THEN COME AND FOLLOW ME.” BUT THE RICH MAN DIDN’T LIKE HEARING THAT, SO HE STARTED SCRATCHING HIS HEAD. THEN THE LORD REPROVED HIM, SAYING, “HOW CAN YOU CLAIM TO BE FULFILLING THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, WHEN THE LAW DEMANDS OF YOU, ‘LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOU DO YOURSELF’? TAKE A LOOK AROUND YOU THEN. MANY OF YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS, ABRAHAM’S OWN SONS AND DAUGHTERS, LIVE IN SQUALOR AND STARVE TO DEATH, WHILE NOTHING OF YOURS EVER MAKES IT OUT TO THEM.” AND TURNING TOWARD SIMON, WHO WAS SITTING NEARBY, HE SAID TO HIM, “SIMON, SON OF JONAH, IT IS EASIER FOR A CAMEL TO PASS THROUGH THE EYE OF A NEEDLE THAN IT IS FOR A RICH MAN TO PASS INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.” AND JESUS TURNED AND LOOKED AT HIS 263 DISCIPLES AND SAID, “THE ONE WHO DISCOVERS THE WORLD AND FINDS THE WEALTH, AND THE ONE WHO HAS AUTHORITY, OUGHT TO RENOUNCE THE WORLD (AND) TO REIGN. IN ALL TRUTH I SAY TO YOU, A WEALTHY MAN CAN HARDLY ENTER INTO THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM OF GOD.” THE DISCIPLES WERE ALL AMAZED BY HIS WORDS. BUT ONCE AGAIN HE SAID TO THEM, “CHILDREN, HOW DIFFICULT IT IS FOR THOSE WHOSE CONFIDENCE IS IN THEIR WEALTH TO GET INTO GOD’S KINGDOM! ONCE AGAIN, I SAY TO YOU, IT IS EASIER FOR A CAMEL TO SQUEEZE THROUGH THE EYE OF A NEEDLE THAN IT IS FOR A WEALTHY MAN TO ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD.” WHEN HIS STUDENTS HEARD THIS, THEY WERE COMPLETELY TAKEN ABACK. “WHO THEN CAN BE SAVED?” THEY ASKED ONE ANOTHER. JESUS THEN LOOKED AT HIS DISCIPLES AND SAID, “THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR MEN, BUT NOT FOR GOD. FOR GOD, ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE.” THEN PETER ASKED HIM, “ALL OF US HAVE FORSAKEN EVERYTHING TO FOLLOW YOU. WHAT, THEREFORE, WILL WE POSSESS?” “TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU,” JESUS THEN SAID TO THEM, “WHEN ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN MADE NEW, AND THE SON OF MAN IS SITTING ON HIS GLORIOUS THRONE, ALL OF YOU WHO FOLLOWED ME WILL LIKEWISE SIT UPON TWELVE THRONES AND JUDGE THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. AND EVERYONE WHO LEFT HOUSES, OR BROTHERS, OR SISTERS, OR FATHER, OR MOTHER, OR WIFE, OR CHILDREN, OR FIELDS FOR MY SAKE (AND) THE KINGDOM OF GOD, WILL RECEIVE (AND) NOT FAIL TO RECEIVE MANY TIMES OVER, (EVEN) A HUNDRED FOLD, HOMES, BROTHERS, SISTERS, MOTHERS, CHILDREN AND FIELDS--AND THOUGH THEY COME WITH PERSECUTIONS IN THIS AGE, THEIR END IS ETERNAL LIFE IN THE AGE TO COME. AND MANY WHO ARE FIRST WILL THEN BE LAST, AND MANY OF THE LAST WILL THEN BE FIRST. THE WORKERS IN THE FIELD (MATT 20:1-16; BARNABAS 6:13) PEREA “THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE A MAN WHO OWNED SOME LAND. ONE MORNING HE WENT OUT TO HIRE SOME WORKERS FOR HIS VINEYARD. HE CONTRACTED WITH THE WORKMEN FOR A DENARIUS THAT DAY, AND SENT THEM OUT TO WORK IN IT. AND AT ABOUT THE THIRD HOUR, HE WENT BACK AND SAW SOME OTHERS WHO WERE STANDING AROUND IN THE MARKETPLACE NOT DOING ANYTHING. ‘YOU ALSO GO INTO THE VINEYARD,” HE SAID TO THEM, “AND I WILL PAY YOU WHAT IS RIGHT,’ AND AWAY THEY WENT. AND HE WENT OUT AND DID 264 THE SAME THING AT THE SIXTH, AND THE NINTH HOURS. NOW AT ABOUT THE ELEVENTH HOUR, HE FOUND YET OTHERS WHO WERE STANDING IDLY BY, SO HE ASKED THEM, ‘WHY HAVE YOU STOOD AROUND HERE DOING NOTHING ALL DAY?’ ‘BECAUSE,’ THEY SAID, ‘NO ONE WOULD HIRE US.’ ‘YOU ALSO GO OUT,’ HE ORDERED THEM, ‘AND YOU WILL BE PAID WHAT IS RIGHT.’ AND AT DUSK, THE OWNER SAID TO HIS OVERSEER, ‘SUMMON THE WORKERS AND PAY THEM, STARTING WITH THE LAST AND ENDING WITH THE FIRST.’ AND THOSE WHO WERE HIRED AT ABOUT THE ELEVENTH HOUR CAME UP, AND EACH OF THEM RECEIVED A DENARIUS. AND WHEN THOSE WHO WERE FIRST CAME UP TO HIM, THEY EXPECTED TO BE PAID THE MORE, BUT THEY ALSO RECEIVED A DENARIUS APIECE. AND UPON RECEIVING IT, THEY STARTED RAILING AGAINST THE OWNER OF THE ESTATE, ‘THESE LATECOMERS HAVE WORKED SCARCELY EVEN A SINGLE HOUR, YET YOU HAVE PLACED THEM ON PAR WITH THE LIKES OF US, WHO HAVE SHOULDERED THE BETTER PART OF THE WORK, NOT TO MENTION THE HEAT OF THE DAY.’ ‘FRIEND,’ HE ANSWERED ONE OF THEM, ‘I HAVE NOT WRONGED YOU. DID YOU NOT AGREE WITH ME TO WORK FOR A DENARIUS? TAKE WHAT’S YOURS AND MOVE ALONG. I WISH TO GIVE TO THESE WHO WERE LAST EVEN AS I HAVE GIVEN TO YOU. DO I NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO DISTRIBUTE MY SUBSTANCE ANY WAY THAT I SEE FIT? OR DOES MY GENEROSITY ELICIT YOUR AVARICE?’ THIS IS HOW THE LAST WILL BE FIRST, AND THE FIRST WILL BE LAST. BEHOLD, I DO MYSELF CAUSE THE FIRST THINGS TO BECOME LAST AND THE LAST THINGS TO BECOME FIRST. MANY ARE THE CALLED, YOU SEE, BUT THE CHOSEN ARE FEW.” JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM (MATT 20:17-28; MARK 10:32-45; LUKE 18:31-34; SMK 1; MATT 20:28FF IN CERTAIN MSS.) PEREA, BETHANY NOW JESUS LED THEM OUT AS THEY MOVED ON TO JERUSALEM. THE DISCIPLES WERE AMAZED, AND THOSE WHO FOLLOWED WERE TROUBLED AND AFRAID. HE TOOK THE TWELVE DISCIPLES ASIDE PRIVATELY AND INFORMED THEM ONCE AGAIN ABOUT WHAT HE WAS SOON TO UNDERGO, “SEE, WE ARE HEADED UP TO JERUSALEM, AND ALL THAT THE PROPHETS HAVE WRITTEN ABOUT THE SON OF MAN ARE TO BE FULFILLED. THE SON OF MAN WILL BE DELIVERED UP TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES. THEY WILL THEN CONDEMN HIM TO DEATH, AND HAND HIM OVER TO THE GENTILES SO THAT THEY MIGHT MOCK HIM, INSULT HIM, SPIT ON HIM, BEAT HIM, CRUCIFY AND KILL HIM. AND THREE DAYS LATER, 265 HE WILL RISE UP, BEING RAISED TO LIFE ON THE THIRD DAY.” THE DISCIPLES DID NOT GET THIS AT ALL. ITS MEANING WAS LOST ON THEM, AND THEY DID NOT REALIZE WHAT HE WAS TALKING TO THEM ABOUT. THEN THEY CAME TO BETHANY. THERE WAS A WOMAN THERE WHOSE BROTHER HAD RECENTLY DIED, SO SHE KNELT DOWN BEFORE JESUS. “SON OF DAVID,” SHE IMPLORED HIM, “SHOW ME COMPASSION!” BUT THE DISCIPLES REPROVED HER. THEN JESUS BECAME ANGRY, AND WENT WITH HER INTO THE GARDEN WHERE HIS TOMB WAS. AT THAT MOMENT, A VOICE WAS HEARD FROM WITHIN THE TOMB. THEN JESUS WENT TO THE ENTRANCE AND ROLLED AWAY THE STONE. HE WENT IN TO WHERE THE YOUNG MAN WAS, TOOK HIM BY HIS HAND AND LIFTED HIM UP. THE MAN LOOKED ON JESUS WITH LOVE, AND BEGGED HIM TO REMAIN WITH HIM. THEY THEN CAME OUT OF THE TOMB AND ENTERED INTO THE YOUNG MAN’S HOME. (WHO, BY THE WAY, WAS VERY WEALTHY.) SIX DAYS LATER, JESUS GAVE HIM INSTRUCTION: THE MAN CAME TO HIM THAT EVENING, CLAD ONLY IN A LINEN CLOTH. HE STAYED THERE WITH HIM OVERNIGHT, FOR JESUS TAUGHT HIM THE MYSTERY OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD. THEN HE LEFT THAT PLACE AND CROSSED BACK OVER TO THE FAR SIDE OF THE JORDAN. THEN THE MOTHER OF THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE APPROACHED HIM, TOGETHER WITH HER SONS, KNELT DOWN BEFORE HIM AND ASKED HIM TO DO HER A FAVOR. JESUS ASKED HER, “WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE?” JAMES AND JOHN SAID, “TEACHER, WE WOULD LIKE YOU TO GRANT US OUR REQUEST.” AND HE RESPONDED, “WHAT WOULD YOU HAVE ME DO FOR YOU?” THEY ANSWERED, “ALLOW US TO SIT IN YOUR GLORY, ONE TO YOUR RIGHT, AND THE OTHER TO YOUR LEFT.” “PLEASE,” THE MOTHER ASKED JESUS, “ORDER THAT ONE OF THESE TWO SONS OF MINE MIGHT SIT TO YOUR RIGHT IN YOUR KINGDOM, AND THE OTHER TO YOUR LEFT.” BUT JESUS RESPONDED, “YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT YOU’RE ASKING OF ME. ARE YOU ABLE TO DRINK FROM THE CUP OF WHICH I MUST SOON PARTAKE, OR OF EXPERIENCING THE SAME BAPTISM WHICH I AM SOON TO UNDERGO?” “YES, WE ARE,” THEY ANSWERED HIM. “INDEED, YOU ARE TO DRINK OF MY CUP,” HE INFORMED THEM, “AND GO THROUGH THE SAME BAPTISM WITH WHICH I WILL BE BAPTIZED. NEVERTHELESS, IT IS NOT FOR ME TO GRANT A SEAT, EITHER TO MY RIGHT OR TO MY LEFT. IT BELONGS INSTEAD TO THOSE FOR WHOM MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS PREPARED IT.” WHEN THE TEN HEARD ABOUT THIS, THEY WERE FURIOUS WITH THE TWO 266 BROTHERS, JAMES AND JOHN. SO, JESUS CALLED THEM TO HIMSELF AND SAID, “YOU KNOW HOW THOSE WHO ARE RECKONED AS GOVERNORS OVER THE GENTILES LORD IT OVER THEM, AND HOW THEIR SUPERIORS SUBJUGATE THEM AS WELL. THIS IS NOT HOW IT WILL BE WITH YOU. RATHER, LET ANYONE AMONG YOU WHO ASPIRES TO GREATNESS BECOME YOUR SERVANT, AND WHOEVER WOULD BE FIRST MUST BE SERVANT TO YOU, (AND INDEED) TO ALL; EVEN AS THE SON OF MAN HAS. FOR THE SON OF MAN DID NOT COME TO BE SERVED, BUT IN ORDER TO RENDER SERVICE, AND TO OFFER HIS LIFE AS A RANSOM FOR MANY. YOU OUGHT RATHER TO TRY AND OUTGROW SMALLNESS, FOREGOING GREATNESS TO BECOME SMALL. UPON RECEIVING A DINNER INVITATION, FOR EXAMPLE, DO NOT GO IN AND SIT AMONG THE PLACES OF DISTINCTION, LEST SOMEONE MORE ILLUSTRIOUS THAN YOU SHOULD COME ALONG, AND THE HOST BE COMPELLED TO APPROACH YOU AND SAY, ‘MOVE ON DOWN,’ AND THUS EMBARRASS YOU. IT WOULD WORK MORE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE FOR YOU TO SEAT YOURSELF IN A LESSER SPOT. THAT WAY IF SOMEONE LESS DISTINGUISHED SHOULD COME, THE HOST WILL THEREFORE SAY TO YOU, ‘MOVE ON UP!’” ZACCHAEUS THE PUBLICAN (LUKE 18:35-37; 19:1-10; MARK 10:46A; SMK 2; TRADITIONS OF MATTHIAS, QUOTE BY CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, STROMATEIS 4.6.35) JERICHO AS JESUS WAS APPROACHING JERICHO, THIS BLIND MAN WAS SITTING AND BEGGING BY THE SIDE OF THE ROAD. WHEN HE HEARD ALL THE PEOPLE WHO WERE HEADED THAT WAY, THE BLIND MAN ASKED, “WHAT IS ALL OF THIS ABOUT?” THE PEOPLE REPLIED, “JESUS OF NAZARETH IS PASSING BY.” THEY THEN ARRIVED IN JERICHO. NOW THE SISTER OF THE YOUNG MAN WHOM JESUS LOVED WAS THERE, AS WERE BOTH HIS MOTHER AND SALOME. JESUS, HOWEVER, WOULD NOT VISIT THEM AS HE WAS ONLY PASSING THROUGH. THERE WAS THIS RICH MAN THERE NAMED ZACCHAEUS, WHO WAS A CHIEF TAX-COLLECTOR. HE WAS DETERMINED TO GET A GLIMPSE OF JESUS. HE WANTED TO SEE WHICH ONE HE WAS, BUT OWING TO THE THRONGS AND HIS DIMINUTIVE STATURE, HE WAS NOT ABLE. SO, HE RAN ON AHEAD AND CLIMBED UP A SYCAMORE TREE IN ORDER TO GET A LOOK AT HIM, SEEING HOW HE WAS SOON TO PASS THAT WAY. NOW WHEN JESUS CAME TO THAT PLACE, HE GLANCED UP AND LOOKED AT HIM. “ZACCHAEUS,” JESUS BECKONED HIM, “HURRY ON DOWN, FOR I MUST SPEND THE DAY AT YOUR HOUSE!” AND ZACCHAEUS 267 CLAMBERED DOWN AND RECEIVED HIM WITH DELIGHT. AND WHEN THEY SAW THAT, EVERYONE STARTED GRUMBLING, “HE HAS GONE TO STAY WITH A ‘SINFUL’ MAN!” BUT ZACCHAEUS STOOD AND SAID TO THE LORD, “LOOK, SIR! I AM GIVING HALF OF ALL THAT I OWN TO THE POOR, AND IF I HAVE DEFRAUDED ANYONE OUT OF ANYTHING, I WILL PAY IT BACK FOUR TIMES OVER.” AND JESUS SAID TO HIM, “THE SON OF MAN HAS COME THIS DAY AND RESTORED WHAT HAD BEEN LOST; FOR IT WAS IN ORDER TO SEARCH OUT AND SAVE WHAT WAS LOST THAT THE SON OF MAN CAME. TODAY DELIVERANCE HAS COME TO THIS HOUSE, FOR THIS MAN ALSO IS A SON OF ABRAHAM.” THE TEN MINAS (LUKE 19:11-28) JERICHO NOW AS THEY WERE HEARING HIS WORDS, HE WENT ON TO SPEAK A PARABLE TO THEM, BECAUSE HE WAS NEAR TO JERUSALEM, AND THEY WERE UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD WAS ABOUT TO UNFOLD. FOR THIS REASON JESUS SAID TO THEM, “THERE ONCE WAS THIS HIGHBORN MAN WHO TRAVELED TO A FARAWAY LAND TO ACCEPT A KINGSHIP AND RETURN. HE THEREFORE SUMMONED TEN OF HIS SERVANTS AND DISTRIBUTED TEN MINAS AMONG THEM. HE SAID, ‘PUT THIS MONEY TO GOOD USE UNTIL I RETURN.’ NOW HIS SUBJECTS ALL HATED HIM, SO THEY SENT A DELEGATION AFTER HIM TO DECLARE, ‘WE DO NOT WANT THIS MAN REIGNING OVER US.’ AND AFTER BEING INSTALLED AS KING, THE MAN CAME HOME. THEN HE GAVE ORDERS THAT THOSE TO WHOM HE HAD ENTRUSTED THE MONEY SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO HIM SO THAT HE MIGHT DETERMINE HOW EACH OF THEM HAD FOLLOWED THROUGH ON HIS TASK. THE FIRST ONE CAME TO HIM AND SAID, ‘SIR, YOUR MINA HAS MADE YOU ANOTHER TEN.’ AND HE REPLIED, ‘GREAT WORK, YOU ABLE SERVANT! NOW BECAUSE YOU HAVE PROVEN YOURSELF FAITHFUL OVER SOMETHING SMALL, TAKE AUTHORITY OVER TEN CITIES!’ THE SECOND ONE THEN APPROACHED HIM AND SAID, ‘LORD, YOUR MINA HAS INCREASED FIVEFOLD.’ ACCORDINGLY, HE SAID TO HIM, ‘AS FOR YOU, COMMAND FIVE CITIES!’ THEN ANOTHER ONE CAME UP AND SAID, ‘MASTER, BEHOLD, HERE IS YOUR MINA. I HAD IT TUCKED AWAY IN A HANDKERCHIEF. YOU SEE, I FEARED YOUR AUSTERE DISPOSITION. YOU TAKE WHAT YOU DID NOT LAY DOWN, AND HARVEST WHERE YOU DID NOT PLANT.’ ‘YOU WICKED SERVANT!’ HE ANSWERED HIM, ‘I WILL JUDGE YOU BY YOUR VERY WORDS.’ SO, YOU KNEW ME TO BE A AUSTERE MAN, TAKING UP WHAT I NEVER 268 LAID DOWN AND REAPING WHERE I NEVER SOWED? IN THAT CASE, WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN BETTER TO HAVE PUT MY MONEY IN THE BANK, SO THAT I COULD HAVE AT LEAST GOTTEN IT BACK WITH SOME INTEREST ON MY RETURN?’ “AND HE ORDERED THOSE WHO WERE STANDING NEARBY: ‘CONFISCATE HIS MINA AND GIVE IT TO THE MAN WHO HAS TEN.’ AT THIS POINT THEY ALL REPLIED, ‘BUT SIRE, HE ALREADY HAS TEN MINAS!’ EVEN SO, I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT EVERYONE WHO HAS WILL BE GIVEN THE MORE, BUT AS FOR SOMEONE WHO LACKS, EVEN WHAT HE DOES HAVE WILL BE TAKEN AWAY FROM HIM. BUT AS FOR THESE, MY ENEMIES, WHO DO NOT WISH TO BOW TO MY LORDSHIP OVER THEM, BRING THEM HERE AND SLAY THEM BEFORE ME.’” AND AFTER HE HAD SAID ALL THIS, HE VENTURED ON, LEADING THE WAY UP TO JERUSALEM. BARTIMAEUS AND HIS COMPANION (MATT 20:29-34; MARK 10:46B-52; LUKE 18:38-43) LEAVING JERICHO FOR JERUSALEM A GREAT CROWD WAS FOLLOWING AFTER JESUS AS HE AND HIS FOLLOWERS WERE LEAVING THE CITY OF JERICHO; AND TWO BLIND MEN WERE SITTING OVER BY THE SIDE OF THE ROAD. (ONE OF THEM,) BARTIMAEUS, WHICH MEANS ‘THE SON OF TIMAEUS,’ WAS SITTING THERE BEGGING. NOW WHEN THEY HEARD THAT IT WAS JESUS OF NAZARETH WHO WAS PASSING THAT WAY, THEY STARTED TO SHOUT, “LORD JESUS, SON OF DAVID, HAVE MERCY ON ME!” “SHOW US SOME COMPASSION!” MANY PEOPLE, THE FOREPART OF THE CROWD, REPROVED THEM, SAYING, “BE QUIET!” BUT THEY SIMPLY SHOUTED LOUDER (AND) LONGER, “LORD, SON OF DAVID, SHOW ME SOME COMPASSION!” “PLEASE HAVE PITY ON US BOTH!” JESUS IMMEDIATELY STOPPED AND COMMANDED THAT THE MAN BE BROUGHT BEFORE HIM. “SUMMON HIM,” JESUS SAID. SO, THEY CALLED TO THE BLIND MAN, “TAKE COURAGE, MISTER. HE IS CALLING OUT FOR YOU, SO GET UP!” AND TOSSING HIS CLOAK TO THE SIDE, BARTIMAEUS SPRANG TO HIS FEET AND WENT TO JESUS. AND WHEN THE MAN HAD DRAWN NEAR TO HIM, JESUS ASKED HIM, “WHAT WOULD YOU HAVE ME DO FOR YOU?” “RABBI, SIR,” SAID THE SIGHTLESS MAN, “HOW I WISH THAT I COULD SEE.” AND EACH OF THEM PLEADED, “WE WOULD LIKE OUR EYES TO BE OPENED.” JESUS FELT FOR THEM AND TOUCHED THEIR EYES. AND ALL OF A SUDDEN, THEY RECEIVED THEIR SIGHT, AND TRAVELED DOWN THE ROAD WITH HIM. THEN THE MAN GAVE PRAISES TO GOD, AND WHEN THE CROWD SAW THAT, THEY ALSO STARTED TO GLORIFY GOD. 269 ARRIVAL IN BETHANY; MARY ANOINTS JESUS (JOHN 11:55-12:1, 9-11) BETHANY, NEAR JERUSALEM NOW THE JEWISH PASSOVER WAS DRAWING NEAR, AND MANY WENT UP TO JERUSALEM FROM THE COUNTRYSIDE BEFORE THE PASSOVER TO PURIFY THEMSELVES. THEY WERE KEEPING AN EYE OUT FOR JESUS. AND THE PEOPLE STOOD THERE ASKING ONE ANOTHER IN THE TEMPLE, “WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE? WILL HE ABSENT HIMSELF FROM THE FEAST?” NOW THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE PHARISEES HAD ISSUED A DECREE TO THE EFFECT THAT IF ANYONE SHOULD KNOW OF HIS WHEREABOUTS, HE MUST DISCLOSE IT, THAT THEY MIGHT ARREST HIM. THIS WAS WHY SIX DAYS PRIOR TO THE PASSOVER, JESUS CAME TO BETHANY, WHERE LAZARUS WAS, WHO HAD DIED, AND WHOM JESUS HAD RAISED FROM THE DEAD. AND MANY OF THE JEWS HEARD THAT HE WAS THERE, SO THEY CAME, NOT ONLY TO SEE JESUS, BUT ALSO TO SEE LAZARUS, WHOM HE HAD RAISED. NOW THE CHIEF PRIESTS HAD MADE A SIMILAR PACT TO MURDER LAZARUS, BECAUSE MANY OF THE JEWS WERE GOING OFF AND BELIEVING IN JESUS ON ACCOUNT OF HIM. THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY (MATT 21:1-11, 14-17; MARK 11:1-11; LUKE 19:29-44; JOHN 12:12-19; POXY 840 2:1-9, GTH 28/28 POXY 1) BETHPHAGE, BETHANY, MOUNT OF OLIVES, JERUSALEM BY THE FOLLOWING DAY, THE GREAT MULTITUDE THAT SHOWED UP FOR THE FEAST HAD HEARD THAT JESUS WAS COMING TO JERUSALEM. AND THEY DREW NEAR, APPROACHING (AND) ARRIVING IN BETHPHAGE, THEN BETHANY, AS FAR AS THE HILL KNOWN AS THE MOUNT OF OLIVES. THEN JESUS SENT OUT TWO OF HIS FOLLOWERS, SAYING TO THEM, “GO ON AHEAD TO THE VILLAGE THAT LIES BEFORE YOU, AND EVEN AS YOU ARE GOING IN, YOU WILL SEE A DONKEY TETHERED THERE, AND A COLT WHICH NO ONE HAS EVER RIDDEN BEFORE, TIED ALONGSIDE HER. UNTIE THEM BOTH AND BRING THEM HERE. AND IF ANYONE SAYS ANYTHING TO YOU, (OR) ASKS YOU, ‘WHAT ARE YOU UP TO?’ (OR) ‘WHY ARE YOU UNTYING IT?’ SIMPLY RESPOND, ‘THE LORD IS IN NEED OF THEM.’ HE WILL SEND [THEM] BACK HERE SHORTLY, (AND) WITHOUT HESITATION.’” SO, THE DISCIPLES WENT AND DID AS JESUS HAD SAID. THOSE HE SENT WENT OUT AND FOUND EVERYTHING PRECISELY AS JESUS HAD DESCRIBED IT TO THEM. THEY WENT AND 270 FOUND A COLT TIED TO A DOOR IN THE OPEN STREET. AS THEY WERE UNTYING THE COLT, THE OWNERS HAPPENED TO BE STANDING THERE. THEY THEN ASKED THE DISCIPLES, “WHAT ARE YOU DOING, UNTYING THAT COLT?” THEY REPLIED AS JESUS HAD INSTRUCTED THEM: “THE LORD HAS NEED OF [THEM],” THEY ANSWERED. SO, THE PEOPLE LET THEM LEAVE WITH [THEM]. THEY BROUGHT BACK THE ASS AND ITS COLT, DRAPED THEIR GARMENTS ACROSS THEM, AND SEATED HIM THEREON. SO, JESUS FOUND HIMSELF A YOUNG DONKEY AND MOUNTED IT. AND ALL OF THIS CAME TO PASS IN ORDER TO FULFILL WHAT HAD BEEN SPOKEN THROUGH THE PROPHET WHO SAID, ‘SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, “FEAR NOT, OH DAUGHTER OF ZION. BEHOLD, YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, HUMBLY, MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, UPON A COLT--THE FOAL OF A BEAST OF BURDEN.”’ HIS STUDENTS DID NOT GET THIS AT FIRST, BUT AFTER JESUS HAD BEEN GLORIFIED, THEY RECOGNIZED THAT ALL OF THESE THINGS WERE WRITTEN ABOUT HIM AND HAD BEEN FULFILLED IN HIM. AND AS HE MOVED ON FROM THERE, THE BETTER PORTION OF THE CROWD CONTINUED TO SPREAD THEIR CLOTHING OUT ALONG THE ROAD, WHILE OTHERS CUT PALM BRANCHES FROM TREES THAT WERE OUT IN THE FIELDS. THEY WENT OUT TO MEET HIM SHOUTING, (AND) SCATTERING THE BRANCHES ALL OVER THE ROAD. WHEN HE CAME TO THE CREST OF THE ROAD ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, THE HOST OF DISCIPLES--THE GREAT CROWD THAT WAS LEADING THE WAY, AND ALSO THOSE WHO WERE TRAILING BEHIND--STARTED PRAISING GOD WITH JOYFUL CRIES FOR ALL THE WONDERS THEY HAD SEEN. THEY WERE ALL CLAMORING, “HOSANNA TO THE SON OF DAVID! BLESSED IS THE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]! BLESSED IS THE KING OF ISRAEL! BLESSED IS THE COMING OF THE KINGDOM OF OUR FATHER DAVID! PEACE IN HEAVEN, AND GLORY IN THE HIGHEST! HOSANNA EVEN IN THE HIGHEST!” THEN SOME OF THE PHARISEES FROM AMONG THE PEOPLE REPROVED JESUS: “TEACHER, ADMONISH YOUR DISCIPLES!” “I CAN ASSURE YOU,” HE ANSWERED THEM, “IF THESE WERE TO SILENCE THEMSELVES, THE VERY STONES WOULD CRY ALOUD.” 271 AND AS HE DREW NEAR TO JERUSALEM AND CAUGHT SIGHT OF THE CITY, HE MOURNED FOR IT, SAYING, “IF ONLY YOU, YES YOU, HAD UNDERSTOOD WHAT WOULD HAVE BROUGHT YOU PEACE THIS VERY DAY, WHICH EVEN NOW IS HIDDEN FROM YOU. THE DAYS ARE COMING WHEN YOUR ADVERSARIES WILL RAISE UP AN EMBANKMENT AGAINST YOU, SURROUNDING YOU AND SHUTTING YOU IN ON EVERY SIDE, AND WILL THROW YOU RIGHT DOWN TO THE GROUND, ALONG WITH THE CHILDREN WITHIN YOUR WALLS. THEY WILL NOT LEAVE SO MUCH AS A SINGLE STONE UPON ANOTHER--ALL BECAUSE YOU DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE TIME OF YOUR VISITATION!” NOW THE PEOPLE WHO WERE WITH JESUS WHEN HE CALLED LAZARUS OUT OF THE TOMB AND RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD WERE THERE DESCRIBING THE EVENT TO EVERYONE. AND BECAUSE THEY HEARD THAT JESUS HAD WORKED THIS WONDER, MANY PEOPLE WENT OUT TO MEET HIM. AND AS HE ENTERED INTO JERUSALEM, THE ENTIRE CITY TREMBLED, ASKING, “WHO IS THIS?” AND THE CROWDS PROCLAIMED, “THIS IS JESUS, THE PROPHET FROM NAZARETH OF GALILEE!” AND HE WENT OVER TO THE TEMPLE, WHERE BLIND AND LAME MEN CAME UP TO HIM, AND HE HEALED THEM THERE. AND WHEN THE HIGHRANKING PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES SAW THE WONDERFUL THINGS THAT HE WAS DOING, AND THE CHILDREN CRYING OUT IN THE TEMPLE, “HOSANNA TO THE SON OF DAVID,” THEY BECAME EXTREMELY ANGRY. “DO YOU NOT HEAR WHAT THESE CHILDREN ARE SAYING?” THEY QUESTIONED HIM. “YES, I DO,” JESUS SAID, “HAVE YOU NEVER READ, ‘YOU HAVE PRAISES PREPARED FROM THE MOUTHS OF BABES AND CHILDREN’?” SO, THE PHARISEES CONCLUDED AMONG THEMSELVES, “FACE IT, WE ARE GETTING NOWHERE WITH THIS. LOOK AT HOW THE WHOLE WORLD CHASES AFTER HIM!” AND JESUS WENT UP INTO THE TEMPLE, TAKING <HIS STUDENTS> ALONG WITH HIM. HE LED THEM ALL THE WAY INTO THE INNERMOST SANCTUARY AND STARTED WANDERING THROUGH THE TEMPLE GROUNDS, LOOKING AROUND AT EVERYTHING. A HIGH-RANKING PHARISEE PRIEST NAMED LEVI ALSO WENT IN AND CONFRONTED THEM, DEMANDING OF THE SAVIOR, “WHO AUTHORIZED YOU TO WALK AROUND IN THIS INNER SANCTUM AND LOOK UPON THESE HALLOWED OBJECTS, SEEING HOW YOU HAVE NOT PERFORMED THE CEREMONIAL ABLUTION, NOR HAVE YOUR FOLLOWERS SO MUCH AS CLEANSED THEIR FEET? IN A POLLUTED STATE HAVE YOU ENCROACHED UPON THIS CEREMONIALLY CLEAN AND HOLY 272 PLACE. NO ONE WALKS AROUND IN HERE UNLESS THEY HAVE WASHED UP FIRST AND PUT ON CLEAN CLOTHES, NOR DO THEY VENTURE TO LOOK UPON THESE HOLY VESSELS!” NOW THE SAVIOR IMMEDIATELY GOT UP WITH HIS DISCIPLES AND SAID, “AND I SUPPOSE THAT YOU ARE CLEAN, SEEING THAT YOU ARE WITH US HERE?” “I’M CLEAN ALL RIGHT,” LEVI SAID. “I WENT DOWN INTO THE POOL OF DAVID, WASHED MYSELF OFF, AND CAME BACK UP ON THE OTHER SIDE. I HAVE, MOREOVER, PUT ON CEREMONIALLY CLEAN, WHITE CLOTHING. IT WAS ONLY AFTER DOING SO THAT I CAME HERE AND LOOKED UPON THESE SACRED THINGS.” “ACCURSED BE THE BLIND WHO REFUSE TO SEE!” THE SAVIOR RETORTED. “YOU WASH IN THESE LIFELESS WATERS, WHERE SWINE AND DOGS WALLOW DAY AND NIGHT. YOU CLEANSE AND SCRUB YOUR SKIN SUPERFICIALLY AS ANY WHORE OR SHOWGIRL WOULD. THEY ALL RINSE AND SCOUR--PUTTING ON FRAGRANCES AND PAINTING THEMSELVES FOR THE SEDUCTION OF MEN--BUT DEEP INSIDE THEY ARE TEEMING WITH SCORPIONS AND EVERY MANNER OF FILTH. YOU SAY THAT MY STUDENTS AND I ARE UNWASHED, YET WE HAVE BATHED IN THE DYNAMIC WATER OF LIFE WHICH COMES DOWN FROM <MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN.> BUT CURSE THOSE <WHO ARE HYPOCRITICAL AND BLIND!> I TOOK MY PLACE IN THE MIDST OF THE WORLD, AND SHOWED MYSELF TO THEM IN THE FLESH. I FOUND THEM ALL TO BE INTOXICATED, AND NOT ONE OF THEM WAS THIRSTY. MY SOUL HAS SUFFERED, (AND CONTINUES TO) SUFFER, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SONS OF MEN, FOR THEIR HEARTS ARE BLIND AND THEY DO NOT SEE, FOR EMPTY DID THEY ENTER THIS WORLD, AND EMPTY DO THEY SEEK TO LEAVE IT--AND THE WHOLE TIME THAT THEY ARE HERE, THEY CONTINUE IN THEIR DRUNKENNESS. AFTER THEY HAVE RECOVERED FROM THEIR WINE, THEY WILL REPENT.” NOW BECAUSE IT WAS GETTING TO BE QUITE LATE, HE AND THE TWELVE LEFT THEM ALL BEHIND AND WITHDREW FROM TOWN TO LODGE IN BETHANY. THE WITHERED FIG TREE (MATT 21:18-19; MARK 11:12-14) OUTSIDE JERUSALEM NOW WHEN JESUS LEFT BETHANY EARLY THE NEXT MORNING AND HEADED FOR THE CITY, HE WAS HUNGRY. HE SAW THIS FIG TREE THAT WAS COVERED WITH LEAVES OFF IN THE DISTANCE, SO HE WENT UP TO IT TO SEE IF THERE WAS ANY FRUIT ON IT. WHEN HE GOT THERE, HE FOUND NOTHING ON IT BUT LEAVES, FOR IT WAS NOT THE SEASON OF FIGS. SO HE SAID TO THE TREE, “MAY YOU NEVER AGAIN 273 BRING FORTH, (AND) FROM THIS TIME FORWARD, MAY NO ONE EAT ANY FRUIT FROM YOU!” AND HIS DISCIPLES HEARD HIM SAYING THIS. AND AT THAT, THE FIG TREE WITHERED. THE SECOND CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE (MATT 21:12-13, MARK 11:15-19; LUKE 19:45-48) JERUSALEM AND WHEN THEY GOT TO JERUSALEM, JESUS ENTERED INTO GOD’S TEMPLE AND THREW OUT THOSE WHO WERE BUYING AND SELLING WITHIN IT. HE TURNED OVER THE TABLES OF THE MONEY-CHANGERS, TOGETHER WITH THE BENCHES OF THOSE WHO SOLD DOVES, AND WOULD NOT LET ANYONE CARRY GOODS THROUGH THE TEMPLE GROUNDS. AND AS HE WAS INSTRUCTING THEM, HE SAID, “IS IT NOT WRITTEN, ‘MY HOUSE WILL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR EACH AND EVERY NATION’? THAT INDEED IS HOW IT READS,” HE SAID. “YET YOU HAVE CONVERTED IT INTO A HIDEAWAY FOR BANDITS!” AND WHEN THEY HEARD THIS, THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES, FEARING JESUS, STARTED LOOKING FOR SOME WAY TO PUT HIM TO DEATH. THE ENTIRE MULTITUDE, YOU SEE, WAS ASTOUNDED BY HIS TEACHING. HE TAUGHT THEM AT THE TEMPLE EVERY SINGLE DAY. EVEN SO, THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES, WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE LEADING CITIZENS, WERE LOOKING TO PUT HIM TO DEATH. BUT THEY COULD NOT FIND A WAY, SINCE THE PEOPLE HUNG UPON HIS EVERY WORD. AND WHEN IT GOT TO BE LATE IN THE DAY, HE LEFT THE CITY (WITH THEM.) THE SECOND ENCOUNTER WITH THE FIG TREE (MATT 21:20-22; MARK 11:20-25; LUKE 21:37-38) JERUSALEM AND EARLY THE NEXT MORNING, AS THEY WERE TRAVELING ALONG, THEY SAW HOW THE FIG TREE HAD BEEN WITHERED FROM ITS VERY ROOTS. AND PETER, CALLING IT TO MIND, SAID TO JESUS, “RABBI, LOOK AT THAT! THE FIG TREE THAT YOU CURSED HAS DRIED UP!” AND WHEN THE DISCIPLES SAW IT, THEY MARVELED, “HOW QUICKLY HAS THIS FIG TREE WITHERED!” AND JESUS REPLIED, “YOU MUST PUT YOUR FAITH IN GOD. I TELL YOU MOST ASSUREDLY, IF YOU HAVE FAITH IN GOD, AND DO NOT DOUBT, NOT ONLY WILL YOU DO WHAT HAS BEEN DONE TO THIS FIG TREE, BUT IF YOU SHOULD SAY TO THIS MOUNTAIN, ‘BE TAKEN UP AND CAST INTO THE SEA,’ IT WILL HAPPEN. AND ALL THAT YOU ASK FOR IN PRAYER, THINK ABOUT HOW YOU HAVE RECEIVED IT ALREADY, AND IT WILL BECOME A REALITY FOR YOU. I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, IF ANYONE 274 HARBORING NO DOUBTS WITHIN HIS HEART, SHOULD SAY TO THIS MOUNTAIN, ‘BE PICKED UP AND TOSSED INTO THE SEA,’ BELIEVING MOST SINCERELY THAT IT WILL HAPPEN, IT WILL BE CARRIED OUT FOR HIM. FOR THIS REASON DO I SAY TO YOU, WHATEVER YOUR REQUEST MAY BE, WHEN YOU PRAY BELIEVE THAT YOU’VE RECEIVED IT ALREADY, AND IT WILL INDEED BE YOURS. AND IF YOU SHOULD HOLD ANYTHING AGAINST ANYONE, EVEN AS YOU ARE STANDING THERE IN THE MIDST OF PRAYER, FORGIVE HIM. YOU SEE, YOU HAVE BUT TO FORGIVE THE SINS OF OTHER MEN, AND GOD WILL FORGIVE YOU OF YOUR OWN SINS.” CHRIST’S AUTHORITY CHALLENGED (MATT 21:23-27; MARK 11:27-33; LUKE 20:1-8) THE TEMPLE, JERUSALEM AND IT HAPPENED AGAIN ON ONE OF THOSE DAYS THAT THEY ENTERED INTO JERUSALEM AND ARRIVED IN THE TEMPLE. AND AS HE CONDUCTED HIMSELF THERE, TEACHING THE CROWD (AND) PREACHING, THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES CAME UP TO HIM, ALONG WITH THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE, AND STOOD NEARBY, DEMANDING, “WHAT RIGHT HAVE YOU TO DO ALL THIS?” AND, “WHO HAS GIVEN YOU THE AUTHORITY TO DO THESE THINGS?” JESUS THEREFORE ANSWERED THEM, “I WILL ALSO QUESTION YOU ABOUT A CERTAIN POINT, AND YOU GIVE ME A REPLY. AND IF YOU SHOULD ANSWER ME, I WILL REVEAL TO YOU THE POWER BY WHICH I DO THESE THINGS. WHAT WAS THE SOURCE OF JOHN’S BAPTISM? WAS IT FROM HEAVEN, OR FROM MEN? ENLIGHTEN ME!” NOW ALL OF THEM WERE AFRAID OF THE PEOPLE, SINCE THEY ALL CONSIDERED JOHN A PROPHET, SO THE ONES WHO WERE CONFRONTING HIM STARTED SPEAKING AMONG THEMSELVES, SAYING, “IF WE SHOULD SAY THAT IT COMES FROM HEAVEN, HE WILL ANSWER, ‘WHY DIDN’T YOU BELIEVE IN HIM?’ IF WE SHOULD SAY THAT IT COMES FROM MEN,’ WE HAVE ALL THESE PEOPLE TO FEAR. THEY WILL STONE US ALL TO DEATH, SINCE THEY ARE PERSUADED THAT JOHN IS A PROPHET!” AND THEY ANSWERED THAT THEY DID NOT KNOW. “WE HAVE NO IDEA,” THEY SAID TO HIM. JESUS ANSWERED, “THEN NEITHER DO I REVEAL TO YOU THE POWER THAT ENABLES ME TO DO THE THINGS I DO.” WHO IS THE TRUE WORKER? (MATT 21:28-32) THE TEMPLE, JERUSALEM “NOW TELL ME HOW THIS SEEMS TO YOU? THIS MAN HAD TWO CHILDREN. HE APPROACHED THE FIRST ONE AND SAID, ‘MY CHILD, GO OUT AND WORK IN 275 THE VINEYARD TODAY.’ AND THE BOY REPLIED, ‘I DO NOT CARE TO GO.’ LATER ON, HOWEVER, HE FELT THAT HE SHOULD RECONSIDER, SO HE DID GO AFTER ALL. THE FATHER THEN APPROACHED THE OTHER ONE AND SAID AS BEFORE. AND THE YOUNG MAN ANSWERED HIM, ‘I WILL, SIR,’ BUT AFTERWARD HE DID NOT GO. OF THE TWO, WHICH ONE DID HIS FATHER’S WILL?” “THE FIRST ONE DID,” THEY ANSWERED HIM. JESUS SAID, “HOW TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU THAT PUBLICANS AND HARLOTS ARE ENTERING INTO GOD’S KINGDOM AHEAD OF YOU. FOR JOHN APPROACHED YOU IN THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT YOU DID NOT BELIEVE IN HIM. YET THE TAX-COLLECTORS AND PROSTITUTES DID. EVEN SO, YOU WERE NOT THEN MOVED TO GIVE HIS TEACHING A SECOND THOUGHT.” PARABLE OF THE WICKED HARVESTERS (MATT 21:33-46; MARK 12:1-12; LUKE, 20:9-19; GTH 65, 66) THE TEMPLE, JERUSALEM THEN HE STARTED SPEAKING TO THE PEOPLE IN PARABLES: “HEAR, THEREFORE, THIS PARABLE: THERE WAS THIS RIGHTEOUS (AND) WEALTHY LANDOWNER, WHO PLANTED A VINEYARD, HEDGED IT ABOUT, DUG A PIT FOR A WINEPRESS, AND SET UP A TOWER. HE THEN LEASED IT TO SOME TENANTS AND WENT AWAY FOR A CERTAIN TIME. AND HE SENT SOME OF HIS SERVANTS TO THE GROUNDSKEEPERS DURING THE SEASON TO RECEIVE ITS FRUIT. AND THE TENANTS TOOK HIS SERVANTS AND SCOURGED ONE, KILLED ANOTHER, AND STONED YET ANOTHER ONE. HE SENT ONE SERVANT TO THOSE TENANTS AT ABOUT THE TIME OF HARVEST, THAT THEY MIGHT RENDER SOME OF THE FRUITS OF THE VINEYARD TO HIM. BUT THE TENANTS TOOK HIM, BEAT HIM ALMOST TO DEATH, AND SENT HIM AWAY WITH NOTHING AT ALL. THEN THE SERVANT WENT AND TOLD HIS LORD. HIS MASTER SAID, ‘MAYBE IT WAS BECAUSE HE DID NOT KNOW THEM.’ THEN HE SENT ANOTHER TO THEM. BUT THEY DRUBBED THAT ONE AS WELL, BEATING HIM OVER THE HEAD, TREATING HIM WITH CONTEMPT, AND SENDING HIM AWAY EMPTY-HANDED. HE SENT THEM YET ANOTHER ONE, AND THEY INJURED THIS THIRD ONE ALSO, THROWING HIM OUT AND MURDERING HIM. HE AGAIN SENT MORE SERVANTS--EVEN MORE THAN HE HAD BEFORE--AND THEY TREATED THEM ALL THE SAME; SOME THEY BEAT AND SOME THEY KILLED. THEN THE OWNER OF THE VINEYARD SAID, ‘WHAT AM I SUPPOSED TO DO?’ THERE REMAINED TO HIM A BELOVED SON. ‘I WILL SEND MY CHERISHED SON TO THEM; PERHAPS THEY WILL ESTEEM MY SON.’ SO HE SENT HIM, LAST OF ALL, SAYING, ‘SURELY THEY WILL HUMBLE THEMSELVES BEFORE MY SON (AND) SHOW HIM SOME 276 RESPECT!’ BUT AS SOON AS THEY CAUGHT SIGHT OF HIM, THOSE TENANTS STARTED SCHEMING AMONG THEMSELVES, SAYING, ‘THIS ONE IS THE HEIR. COME NOW, WE WOULD DO WELL TO MURDER HIM. THAT WAY, WE WILL COMMAND HIS ESTATE.’ THEY GRABBED HIM, KILLED HIM, AND THREW HIM OUT OF THE VINEYARD. SO WHEN AT LAST THE OWNER COMES, WHAT WILL HE DO TO THOSE TENANTS?” “WHAT A BUNCH OF WICKED MEN!” THEY ANSWERED HIM. “HE WILL COME AND DESTROY THEM ALL, AND LEASE THE VINEYARD OUT TO OTHERS-- THE KIND WHO WILL HAND THE PRODUCE UP TO HIM WHEN HARVEST TIME COMES AROUND!” “ANYONE WITH EARS TO HEAR, HAD BETTER HEAR!” AND WHEN THEY HEARD THAT, THE PEOPLE SAID, “MAY THIS NEVER COME TO PASS!” THEN JESUS LOOKED AT THEM AND SAID, “HAVE YOU NEVER READ, ‘THE STONE THAT THE WORKERS CAST ASIDE WAS PLACED AS THE CORNERSTONE. THIS WAS ALL THE LORD’S OWN DOING, AND YET WE LOOK UPON IT IN AMAZEMENT’? SO WHAT IS THIS THAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN? ‘SHOW ME THE STONE THAT THE BUILDERS REJECTED; THAT ONE IS THE CORNER STONE’? AND BECAUSE OF THIS I SAY TO YOU THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD WILL BE TAKEN AWAY FROM YOU AND GIVEN TO THE KIND WHO WILL PRODUCE ITS FRUIT. THE ONE WHO STUMBLES OVER THIS STONE WILL BE BROKEN TO BITS. (INDEED) EVERYONE WHO FALLS ON THAT STONE WILL SHATTER, BUT THOSE ON WHOM THE STONE SHOULD FALL, THEM THE STONE WILL GRIND TO CHAFF.” AND WHEN THE SCRIBES, CHIEF PRIESTS, AND PHARISEES CAUGHT THESE PARABLES, THEY IMMEDIATELY RESUMED THEIR ATTEMPT TO LAY HOLD OF HIM AND TAKE HIM INTO CUSTODY, SINCE THEY RECOGNIZED THAT HE HAD SPOKEN THIS PARABLE AGAINST THEM. EVEN SO, THEY FEARED THE CROWD, FOR THEY HELD HIM AS A PROPHET, SO THEY LET HIM BE AND WENT AWAY. THE INVITATION TO THE WEDDING FEAST (MATT 22:1-14) THE TEMPLE, JERUSALEM AND JESUS ANSWERED THEM AGAIN IN PARABLES, SAYING, “THE EMPIRE OF THE SKIES IS LIKENED TO A KING WHO WAS PLANNING A WEDDING FOR HIS SON. HE SENT HIS SERVANTS OUT TO CALL ON THOSE INVITED TO THE MARRIAGE FEAST, BUT NONE OF THEM WERE WILLING TO GO. AGAIN HE SENT OUT OTHER SERVANTS, SAYING TO THEM, ‘SAY TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED, “BEHOLD, MY BANQUET IS ALREADY SET--MY BULLOCKS AND MY FATTED STOCK HAVE ALL BEEN SLAUGHTERED--AND ALL OF IT IS READY NOW. COME AT ONCE TO THE WEDDING 277 FEAST!”’ AND THE INVITED ALL WENT CASUALLY AWAY, ONE TO HIS FIELD, ANOTHER TO HIS TRADE. AS FOR THE OTHERS, THEY SEIZED HIS SERVANTS, THEN THEY BEAT AND MURDERED THEM. NOW THE KING WAS ENRAGED BY THIS, SO HE SENT HIS SOLDIERS FORTH. THEN HE WIPED THOSE KILLERS OUT AND BURNED DOWN THEIR ENTIRE TOWN. THEN HE SAID TO HIS SERVANTS, ‘TRULY THE WEDDING FEAST IS READY, BUT THOSE INVITED WERE UNDESERVING. THEREFORE GO TO THE ENDS OF THE STREETS AND INVITE ANY AND ALL THAT YOU COME ACROSS TO THE WEDDING FEAST.’ THEN THOSE SERVANTS WENT ALL THROUGH THE BYWAYS ROUNDING UP EVERYONE THAT THEY COULD FIND, WHETHER THEY WERE GOOD OR BAD, AND THE BANQUET HALL WAS FILLED WITH THOSE SEATED. “THE KING THEN CAME IN TO INSPECT THE ARRANGEMENT. HE SAW A MAN IN ATTENDANCE THERE WHO WAS NOT DRESSED IN THE PROPER ATTIRE. SO HE CONFRONTED HIM, ‘MY FRIEND, HOW DID YOU GET IN HERE WITHOUT WEDDING CLOTHES?’ AND THE MAN WAS LOST FOR WORDS. THE KING THEN COMMANDED HIS SERVANTS, ‘BIND HIM BY HIS HANDS AND FEET AND CAST HIM INTO THE OUTER DARKNESS; THE PLACE WHERE THERE WILL BE WAILING AND GRINDING OF TEETH.’ FOR WITHOUT QUESTION THOSE BIDDEN ARE MANY, YET THOSE CHOSEN ARE FEW.” GIVE CAESAR WHAT BELONGS TO CAESAR (MATT 22:15; MARK 12:13-17; LUKE 20:20-26; GTH 100; EGTN 3) THE TEMPLE, JERUSALEM AND THE PHARISEES WENT OFF AND DISCUSSED HOW THEY MIGHT ENTANGLE HIM IN A REMARK. AND KEEPING HIM UNDER CLOSE SURVEILLANCE, THEY SENT SOME OF THE FOLLOWERS OF THE PHARISEES AND HERODIANS, (AS) SPIES POSING AS RIGHTEOUS FOLK, IN ORDER TO CATCH HIM BY SOME STATEMENT (OR) TO LAY HOLD OF SOMETHING HE MIGHT SAY, SO AS TO DELIVER HIM UP TO THE GOVERNOR’S CONTROL AND JURISDICTION. AND THEY CAME AND PUT THIS QUESTION TO HIM: “MASTER JESUS, WE KNOW THAT YOU COME <FROM GOD>, BECAUSE THE THINGS THAT YOU DO PLACE YOU ABOVE ALL OF THE PROPHETS. WE KNOW THAT YOU ARE SINCERE, THAT YOU SPEAK AND TEACH WHAT IS RIGHT, AND THAT YOU ARE SWAYED BY NONE, SINCE YOU SHOW NEITHER RESPECT OF PERSONS, NOR DO YOU DEFER TO ANY MAN. QUITE TO THE CONTRARY, YOU TEACH GOD’S WAY IN LINE WITH TRUTH.” AND THEY SAID, “CAESAR’S PEOPLE DEMAND THAT WE PAY TAXES. SO TELL US WHAT YOU THINK. WOULD IT BE RIGHT OR WRONG FOR US TO PAY CAESAR’S POLL TAX? SHOULD WE HAVE TO PAY OR NOT?” 278 JESUS, HOWEVER, SENSING THEIR SPITE, AND MARKING THEIR CUNNING, WAS AWARE OF THEIR HYPOCRISY. “WHY ARE YOU PUTTING ME TO THE TEST?” HE ASKED THEM. “YOU HYPOCRITES! LET ME SEE THE COIN FOR THE TAX. BRING ME A DENARIUS, AND LET ME HAVE A LOOK AT IT!” SO THE MEN BROUGHT ONE UP TO JESUS (AND) HANDED IT OVER. THEN HE ASKED THEM, “WHOSE IMAGE IS THIS, AND WHAT IS INSCRIBED THEREON?” THE MEN ANSWERED HIM, “CAESAR’S.” THEN JESUS SAID TO THEM, “SO GIVE TO CAESAR WHAT BELONGS TO CAESAR, AND TO GOD WHAT BELONGS TO GOD, AND TO ME, WHAT IS MINE.” AND WHEN THEY HEARD THAT, THEY WERE AMAZED BY HIM (AND) HIS RESPONSE, (AND) THEY KEPT SILENT. SO RIGHT THERE IN THE SIGHT OF ALL, THEY FAILED TO TAKE HIM IN HIS WORDS. SO THEY WENT AWAY AND LET HIM BE. THE WIFE OF THE SEVEN BROTHERS (MATT 22:23-33; MARK 12:18-27; LUKE 20:27-38; GEB QUOTE IN CLEMENTINE HOMILIES 3.50) THE TEMPLE, JERUSALEM AND THAT SAME DAY SOME SADDUCEES, THOSE WHO CLAIM THAT THERE WILL BE NO RESURRECTION, APPROACHED HIM. AND THEY ASKED HIM A QUESTION: “TEACHER, MOSES WROTE TO US, SAYING THAT IF SOMEONE’S BROTHER SHOULD DIE HAVING A WIFE, BUT NO CHILD, (THEREBY) LEAVING HIS WIFE BEHIND, AND LEAVING NO CHILDREN, HIS BROTHER SHOULD THENCEFORTH TAKE HIS WIFE, (AND) THROUGH HER HE SHOULD MARRY IN, CAUSING SEED FOR HIS BROTHER TO PROCEED FROM HER. NOW THERE WERE SEVEN BROTHERS AMONG US, AND THE FIRST ONE TOOK A WIFE AND PASSED AWAY CHILDLESS. HE THEREFORE LEFT HIS WIFE TO HIS BROTHER, NEITHER HAVING (NOR) LEAVING ANY SEED. THEN THE SECOND TOOK HER TO HIMSELF, AND HE ALSO PASSED AWAY, LEAVING NO SEED BEHIND. AND THE THIRD, ALL THE WAY THROUGH THE SEVENTH, LIKEWISE TOOK HER. AND IN LIKE FASHION, NOT EVEN ONE OF THE SEVEN LEFT ANY CHILDREN (OR) SEED BEHIND. SO EACH OF THEM PASSED ON, AND AFTERWARD, LAST OF ALL, THE WOMAN ALSO PASSED AWAY. NOW WHEN THE RESURRECTION COMES AND THESE RISE UP, WHICH OF THE SEVEN WILL THIS WOMAN BECOME WIFE TO? WHOSE WIFE WILL SHE BE, SINCE ALL SEVEN OF THEM HAD HER AS HIS?” AND JESUS ANSWERED THEM, “AREN’T YOU BEING MISLED BY THIS, HAVING UNDERSTOOD NEITHER THE SCRIPTURES NOR THE POWER OF GOD? YOU MISJUDGE BECAUSE YOU DO NOT KNOW THE PRECISION OF THE SCRIPTURES. IT IS BECAUSE OF THIS THAT YOU DON’T SEE THE POWER OF GOD. HOW IS IT THAT 279 YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND THAT THE SCRIPTURES ARE BASED ON SOUNDNESS OF REASON? IT IS ONLY THE CHILDREN OF THIS AGE WHO WED AND ARE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE. BUT AS FOR THE ONES DEEMED WORTHY TO ACHIEVE THAT RESURRECTION AGE, UPON RISING IN THE REVIVAL FROM THE DEAD, THEY WILL NEITHER MARRY NOR BE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE. YOU SEE, IT WON’T EVEN BE POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO DIE ANYMORE, BECAUSE THEY WILL BE CELESTIAL--EVEN AS THE ANGELS ARE IN HEAVEN--AND AS THE SONS OF THE RESURRECTION, THEY WILL THEREFORE BE THE SONS OF GOD. NOW AS FOR THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, DID YOU NEVER READ THE WORD THAT GOD SPOKE TO YOU IN THE BOOK OF MOSES? MOSES, REFERRING TO THE LORD, POINTED OUT AT THE BURNING BUSH, THAT THE DEAD ARE TO BE RAISED AGAIN, SAYING, ‘I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND THE GOD OF ISAAC AND THE GOD OF JACOB.’ HE IS, THEREFORE, NOT THE GOD OF THE DEAD, BUT OF THE LIVING INSTEAD, BECAUSE TO HIM ALL ARE ALIVE. YOU ARE BEING LED ASTRAY IN A SERIOUS WAY.” AND THE MULTITUDES WERE MOVED BY HIS TEACHING. WHICH COMMANDMENT IS THE GREATEST? (MATT 22:34-40; MARK 12:28-34) THE TEMPLE, JERUSALEM AND A LAWYER FROM THE SCRIBES CAME TO THEM AND LISTENED TO THEIR DEBATE. AND SEEING HOW WELL JESUS HAD ANSWERED THEM, HE PUT THIS QUESTION TO HIM: “TEACHER, WHICH IS THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL COMMAND-- THE GREATEST IN THE LAW?” AND JESUS ANSWERED HIM, “THE FOREMOST IS ‘HEARKEN, OH ISRAEL! OUR LORD AND GOD REIGNS ALONE; AND YOUR LOVE FOR THE LORD YOUR GOD WILL BE FROM YOUR WHOLE HEART, SOUL AND MIND--EVEN FROM THE FULLNESS OF YOUR STRENGTH.’ THIS IS THE GREAT AND OVERRIDING COMMANDMENT. AND THE SECOND, WHICH IS SIMILAR TO IT, IS THIS: ‘YOU MUST LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOU DO YOURSELF.’ OF ALL THE COMMANDMENTS, NOT A SINGLE ONE SURPASSES THESE. THE FULLNESS OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS FLOWS FROM THESE TWO TEACHINGS.” “WELL PUT, TEACHER,” THE SCRIBE CONFESSED, “IN SAYING THAT HE IS ONE, AND THAT NO OTHER EXISTS BESIDES HIM, YOU HAVE SPOKEN TRULY. FOR TO LOVE HIM COMPLETELY, IN THE FULLNESS OF YOUR STRENGTH, AND TO LOVE A NEIGHBOR EVEN AS YOURSELF OUTSHINES ALL BURNT OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES.” AND JESUS, SEEING HOW WISELY THE SCRIBE HAD ANSWERED, SAID TO HIM, “YOU ARE NOT FAR FROM THE KINGDOM OF GOD.” AND NO ONE THERE DARED TO 280 QUESTION HIM FURTHER. “DAVID CALLS HIM ‘LORD’” (MATT 22:41-46; MARK 12:35-37; LUKE 20:41-44) THE TEMPLE, JERUSALEM AS JESUS WAS TEACHING IN THE TEMPLE, HE POSED TO THEM, “HOW CAN IT BE AS THE SCRIBES ASSERT--THAT THE MESSIAH WILL BE A SON OF DAVID? IN THE BOOK OF PSALMS, DAVID PROCLAIMS THROUGH DIVINE INSPIRATION, ‘THE LORD HAS SAID UNTO MY LORD, ‘SIT HERE TO MY RIGHT UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A STOOL FOR YOUR FEET.’ NOW IF NONE OTHER THAN DAVID IDENTIFIES HIM AS ‘LORD,’ WHERE DO THEY GET THAT HE’S HIS SON?” AND WHEN THE PHARISEES HAD ASSEMBLED THERE, JESUS ASKED THEM THIS QUESTION: “WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THE MESSIAH? WHOSE SON IS HE SUPPOSED TO BE?” AND THEY ANSWERED, “DAVID’S.” SO HE ASKED THEM, “HOW IS IT THAT IN SPIRIT DAVID CALLS HIM ‘LORD,’ SAYING, ‘THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, “SIT HERE TO MY RIGHT UNTIL I PLACE YOUR ENEMIES BENEATH YOUR FEET.”’ SO IF DAVID HIMSELF CALLS HIM ‘LORD,’ HOW THEN CAN HE BE HIS SON?” AND THE GREAT CROWD TOOK ENORMOUS PLEASURE IN HEARING HIM. NONE COULD RESPOND WITH EVEN A WORD, NOR DID ANYONE RISK QUESTIONING HIM FROM THAT DAY FORWARD. EXPOSING THE SCRIBES AND THE PHARISEES (MATT 23:1-39; MARK 12:38-40; LUKE 20:45-47; GTH 39, 89,102,103/39 POXY 655; JUSTIN, DIALOGUE WITH TRYPHO 116:2; HIPPOLYTUS, PHILOSOPHUMENA 5.3) THE TEMPLE, JERUSALEM AND EVEN AS HE LECTURED THEM, THE ENTIRE CROWD LISTENED WITH RAPT ATTENTION. JESUS BEGAN CAUTIONING HIS DISCIPLES AND THE PEOPLE: “WATCH OUT FOR (AND) BEWARE OF THE SCRIBES AND THE PHARISEES! THEY HAVE PLACED THEMSELVES ON THE SEAT OF MOSES, SO KEEP TO AND CARRY OUT WHATEVER THEY SHOULD TELL YOU TO; BUT DO NOT IMITATE THEIR WAYS. FOR THEY SAY ONE THING AND DO ANOTHER. YOU SEE, THEY TIE UP HEAVY AND UNMANAGEABLE LOADS, AND PLACE THEM ON THE BACKS OF MEN. EVEN SO THEY WILL NOT SO MUCH AS LIFT A FINGER TO BUDGE THEM. EVERY SINGLE ONE OF THEIR DEEDS IS DESIGNED TO BE SEEN BY MEN; FOR THEY MAKE THEIR PHYLACTERIES REALLY WIDE, (AND) THEY LOVE TO WALK IN FLOWING ROBES, 281 FLAUNTING THEIR ELONGATED TASSELS, DELIGHTING IN THE SALUTATIONS THEY RECEIVE IN THE MARKETPLACES, AND CHERISHING THE FOREMOST SEATS IN THE SYNAGOGUES. THEY LOVE THE PLACES OF DISTINCTION AT FEASTS, AND TO BE REFERRED TO AS ‘RABBI’ BY MEN. THEY CONSUME THE HOMES OF WIDOWS AND THEN GO ON TO PRAY AT LENGTH. WHEN THESE ARE SENTENCED, THEY WILL BE SEVERELY PUNISHED. “BUT YOU MUST NOT BE CALLED ‘RABBI,’ SINCE YOU HAVE BUT ONE MASTER, AND ALL OF YOU ARE BROTHERS. MOREOVER, DO NOT REFER TO ANYONE UPON THIS EARTH AS YOUR ‘FATHER,’ FOR ONLY ONE IS YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN]--THE ONE IN HEAVEN. NEITHER LET YOURSELVES BE CALLED ‘TEACHERS,’ FOR CHRIST WILL BE YOUR ONLY GUIDE. AND THE GREATEST AMONG YOU IS TO BE YOUR SERVANT, SINCE WHOEVER HONORS HIMSELF IS ABASED, AND WHOEVER ABASES HIMSELF IS HONORED. “CURSE THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES! FOR THEY ARE EVEN AS A DOG THAT LIES ATOP A CATTLE TROUGH; HE NEITHER EATS, NOR DOES HE LET THE CATTLE EAT. THE PHARISEES AND THE SCRIBES HAVE TAKEN AND HIDDEN THE KEYS OF KNOWLEDGE. THESE HAVE FAILED TO MAKE IT IN, AND HAVE STOOD IN THE WAY OF THOSE WHO WERE TRYING. YOU, ON THE OTHER HAND, BECOME AS SLIPPERY AS SNAKES, AND AS SIMPLE AS DOVES. IF YOU KEEP MY WORD, YOU WILL RECOGNIZE THE ETERNAL KINGDOM IN ADVANCE. HOW LUCKY IS THE MAN WHO KNOWS WHERE THE THIEVES ARE GOING TO ENTER, SINCE HE WILL BE ABLE TO ARISE AND PREPARE FROM THE VERY START THAT WHICH PERTAINS TO THE KINGDOM BEFORE THEY MANAGE TO BREAK INTO IT. “CURSE YOU, SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, YOU, PHONIES! YOU SHUT THE EMPIRE OF THE SKIES IN THE FACE OF ALL MANKIND. YOU DO NOT GO IN YOURSELVES, AND YOU BLOCK OFF THOSE WHO ARE TRYING TO GET IN. CURSE YOU, SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, YOU PHONIES! YOU DEVOUR THE HOMES OF WIDOWS AND THEN PRAY LONG AND PRETENTIOUS PRAYERS TO CONCEAL IT. YOU WILL THEREFORE RECEIVE A STIFFER SENTENCE. CURSE YOU SCRIBES AND PHARISEES! YOU TRAVEL ACROSS SEA AND LAND TO GAIN A SINGLE PROSELYTE; AND WHEN YOU’VE TURNED HIM INTO ONE, YOU CAUSE HIM TO BE TWICE THE CHILD OF GEHENNA THAT YOU ARE. CURSE YOU, YOU BLIND LEADERS! YOU SAY, ‘SHOULD ANYONE DECLARE AN OATH UPON THIS SANCTUARY, IT MEANS NOTHING; BUT SHOULD ANYONE SWEAR BY THE GOLD OF THE TEMPLE, HIS DEBT REMAINS.’ YOU BLIND FOOLS! WHICH IS GREATER: THE GOLD, OR THE TEMPLE THAT 282 SANCTIFIES IT? WHAT IS MORE, YOU DECLARE, ‘IF ANYONE SHOULD SWEAR BY THE ALTAR, IT MEANS NOTHING; BUT IF ANYONE SHOULD SWEAR BY THE OFFERING ON IT, HIS OATH IS BINDING. YOU BLIND MEN! WHICH IS GREATER: THE GIFT, OR THE ALTAR THAT SANCTIFIES IT? SO THEN, WHOEVER SWEARS BY THE ALTAR SWEARS BY BOTH IT AND WHAT’S ON IT. AND WHOEVER SWEARS BY THE TEMPLE SWEARS BY IT AND THE ONE WHO DWELLS THEREIN. AND ANYONE SWEARING BY HEAVEN IS SWEARING BY THE THRONE OF GOD--(EVEN) THE ONE WHO IS SEATED THEREON. CURSE YOU, SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, YOU PHONIES! YOU HAVE TITHED OF YOUR MINT, DILL AND CUMIN, BUT HAVE NEGLECTED THE WEIGHTIER MATTERS OF THE LAW; JUSTICE, MERCY AND FAITH. YOU OUGHT TO HAVE KEPT TO THE LATTER, WITHOUT BEING NEGLIGENT OF THE FORMER. YOU BLIND GUIDES! YOU STRAIN OUT THE GNAT, BUT SWALLOW THE CAMEL. CURSE YOU, SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, YOU PHONIES! YOU CLEAN THE OUTER PORTION OF THE DISH AND CUP, BUT ON THE INSIDE YOU ARE FILLED WITH GREED AND SELF-INDULGENCE. WHY IS IT THAT YOU WASH THE OUTSIDE? IS IT BECAUSE YOU FAIL TO RECOGNIZE THAT THE ONE WHO CREATED THE INSIDE IS ALSO THE ONE WHO CREATED THE OUTSIDE? YOU BLIND PHARISEE! START BY SCRUBBING THE INSIDE OF THE DISH AND CUP. THAT WAY THEIR OUTSIDES WILL ALSO BE CLEANSED. CURSE YOU SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, YOU PHONIES! YOU ARE LIKE WHITEWASHED TOMBS, WHICH APPEAR BEAUTIFUL ON THE SURFACE, BUT IN YOUR CORE YOU ARE FILLED WITH SKELETONS OF DEAD MEN AND ALL MANNER OF FILTH, FOR THE ENLIVENED MAN IS NOT IN YOU. THAT IS HOW IT GOES WITH YOU. ON THE SURFACE, YOU APPEAR AS RIGHTEOUS BEFORE THE PEOPLE, BUT DEEP INSIDE, YOU ARE FULL OF HYPOCRISY AND VICE. “CURSE YOU, SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, YOU PHONIES! YOU BUILD SEPULCHERS FOR THE PROPHETS AND ADORN THE GRAVES OF THE UPRIGHT. THEN YOU PROFESS, ‘HAD WE BEEN AROUND IN THE DAYS OF OUR FATHERS, WE WOULD NEVER HAVE HAD A PART IN THE SHEDDING OF THEIR BLOOD.’ YOU ARE IN EFFECT COMMENDING YOURSELVES FOR BEING THE SEED OF THOSE WHO SLEW THE PROPHETS. SO THEN, BRING TO COMPLETION THE SINS OF YOUR FATHERS. YOU SERPENTS! YOU BROOD OF VIPERS! HOW EVER WILL YOU ESCAPE THE JUDGMENT OF GEHENNA? FOR THIS REASON I AM GOING TO SEND PROPHETS TO YOU; WISE MEN AND TEACHERS, TOO. SOME YOU WILL KILL AND CRUCIFY, OTHERS YOU WILL BEAT IN YOUR SYNAGOGUES, HOUNDING THEM FROM TOWN TO TOWN. THAT WAY EVERY DROP OF RIGHTEOUS BLOOD THAT HAS BEEN SHED UPON THIS 283 EARTH WILL FIND ITS WAY STRAIGHT BACK TO YOU, FROM THE BLOOD OF THE RIGHTEOUS ABEL ALL THE WAY DOWN TO THAT OF ZECHARIAH, SON OF BERECHIAH, WHOM YOU MURDERED BETWEEN THE TEMPLE AND THE ALTAR. I SAY TO YOU MOST ASSUREDLY, EVERY BIT OF THIS WILL FALL UPON THIS GENERATION. “OH JERUSALEM! JERUSALEM! SLAYER OF THE PROPHETS AND STONER OF THOSE WHO ARE SENT TO HER! HOW MANY TIMES HAVE I LONGED TO GATHER YOUR CHILDREN TOGETHER AS A HEN GATHERS HER NESTLINGS UNDER HER WINGS- -BUT YOU WOULD NOT HAVE IT. LOOK, YOUR HOUSE IS BEING LEFT TO YOU IN DESOLATION. FOR I AM HERE TO SAY TO YOU, FROM THIS VERY DAY UNTIL SUCH TIME AS YOU PROCLAIM, ‘BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH],’ YOU WILL NEVER SEE ME AGAIN.” THE WIDOW’S MITE (MARK 12:41-44; LUKE 21:1-4) THE TEMPLE, JERUSALEM AND HE SAT DOWN OPPOSITE THE TREASURY, LOOKED UP AND STARTED WATCHING THE CROWDS AS THEY DROPPED COINS INTO THE DEPOSITORY. HE SAW THE RICH PROFFERING THEIR GIFTS, AND MANY OF THE WEALTHIER ONES WERE DONATING RATHER LARGE SUMS. THEN HE NOTICED A CERTAIN POOR (AND) NEEDY WIDOW, WHO CAME AND PLACED TWO LEPTA, WHICH AMOUNT TO A QUADRANS, THEREIN. AND CALLING HIS DISCIPLES TO HIMSELF, HE SAID, “TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU THAT THIS POOR WIDOW HAS PUT MORE INTO THE TREASURY THAN ALL THE REST. YOU SEE, THESE OTHERS OFFERED UP OUT OF WHAT REMAINED TO THEM. THIS WIDOW, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAS GIVEN COMPLETELY, ALL THAT SHE HAD OF HER LIVELIHOOD, OUT OF HER POVERTY (AND) WANT--EVEN TO THE VERY LAST.” THE HOUR HAS COME (JOHN 12:20-50) THE TEMPLE, JERUSALEM NOW THERE WERE SOME GREEKS WHO HAD ALSO GONE UP TO WORSHIP AT THE FEAST. THEY WENT OVER TO PHILIP, WHO WAS FROM BETHSAIDA IN GALILEE, AND SAID TO HIM, “SIR, WE WOULD LIKE TO MEET WITH JESUS.” SO PHILIP WENT AND INFORMED ANDREW, THEN THEY WENT OVER TO JESUS AND LET HIM KNOW. “THE HOUR HAS COME FOR THE SON OF MAN TO BE GLORIFIED,” SAID JESUS. “TRULY AND MOST ASSUREDLY I SAY TO YOU THAT UNLESS THE GRAIN OF WHEAT THAT FALLS TO THE EARTH SHOULD HAPPEN TO DIE, IT WOULD 284 SIMPLY REMAIN ALONE. NEVERTHELESS, BECAUSE IT DIES, IT BRINGS FORTH AN ABUNDANCE OF FRUIT. WHOEVER LOVES HIS LIFE WILL LOSE IT, BUT WHOEVER DESPISES HIS EARTHLY EXISTENCE LAYS IT UP FOR ENDLESS LIFE. IF ANYONE WOULD DO FOR ME, LET HIM FOLLOW AFTER ME; AND WHEREVER I SHOULD BE, THERE ALSO WILL BE THE ONE SERVING ME. MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL HONOR ANYONE WHO ATTENDS TO ME. NOW MY HEART IS SHAKEN, AND WHAT SHOULD I SAY, ‘FATHER [STEPHEN], RESCUE ME FROM THIS MOMENT’? ON THE CONTRARY, IT WAS FOR THIS VERY REASON THAT I CAME TO THIS MOMENT. FATHER [STEPHEN], MAGNIFY YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]!” THEN A VOICE CAME OUT OF HEAVEN, “I HAVE MAGNIFIED IT ALREADY, AND WILL MAGNIFY IT EVEN MORE.” SO WHEN THE CROWD STANDING THERE HEARD IT, THEY ALL SAID THAT IT SOUNDED LIKE THUNDER. OTHERS CLAIMED THAT AN ANGEL HAD SPOKEN. “IT WAS NOT FOR MY SAKE THAT YOU HEARD THIS VOICE,” JESUS EXPLAINED, “BUT FOR YOUR OWN. A JUDGMENT HAS BEFALLEN THE WORLD, AND THE RULER OF THIS REALM WILL BE DRIVEN OUT. AND IF I SHOULD BE RAISED FROM THE EARTH, I WILL PULL MANKIND TO MYSELF.” THIS HE SAID TO INDICATE THE NATURE OF HIS DEATH. THEN THE MULTITUDE RESPONDED, “FROM THE LAW WE HAVE LEARNED THAT THE MESSIAH WILL REMAIN FOREVER, SO HOW CAN YOU SAY THAT ‘THE SON OF MAN HAS TO BE RAISED UP?’ WHO THEN IS THIS ‘SON OF MAN’?” SO, JESUS REPLIED, “THE LIGHT WILL ONLY BE WITH YOU A LITTLE WHILE LONGER, SO WALK AS LONG AS YOU HAVE THE LIGHT, THAT YOU MIGHT NOT BE OVERWHELMED BY DARKNESS. THE ONE WHO WALKS IN DARKNESS HAS NO IDEA WHERE HE IS GOING. AS LONG AS THE LIGHT ENDURES FOR YOU, YOU MUST BELIEVE IN THE LIGHT, SO THAT YOU MIGHT BE THE SONS OF LIGHT.” JESUS SPOKE THESE WORDS TO THEM, THEN HE WENT AND HID FROM THEM. AND EVEN THOUGH HE HAD DONE SO MANY SIGNS BEFORE THEM, THEY STILL DID NOT BELIEVE IN HIM. THIS HAPPENED TO FULFILL THE WORD OF ISAIAH THE PROPHET, WHO SAID, “LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR ACCOUNT? TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF THE LORD BEEN REVEALED?” THIS WAS THE REASON THAT THEY COULD NOT BELIEVE HIM, FOR AGAIN ISAIAH PROPHESIED, “HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES AND CALLUSED THEIR HEARTS, LEST WITH THEIR EYES THEY SHOULD SEE, AND PERCEIVING IN THEIR HEARTS, THEY SHOULD RETURN THAT I MIGHT HEAL THEM!” ISAIAH PROPHESIED THESE THINGS BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN A WITNESS TO HIS GLORY AND HAD SPOKEN THIS ABOUT HIM. YET IN SPITE OF ALL THESE THINGS, MANY LEADERS DID BELIEVE IN HIM. BUT THESE WERE ALL AFRAID TO ADMIT IT LEST THE PHARISEES SHOULD BAR THEM FROM THE 285 SYNAGOGUE. YOU SEE, THEY VALUED THE PRAISES OF MEN OVER THE PRAISES OF GOD. THEN JESUS CRIED OUT TO THEM, “THE ONE WHO BELIEVES IN ME IS NOT BELIEVING JUST IN ME, BUT ALSO IN THE ONE WHO SENT ME, AND THE ONE WHO LOOKS ON ME ISN’T SEEING ONLY ME, BUT ALSO THE ONE WHO SENT ME. I HAVE COME AS A LIGHT INTO THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL WHO PLACE THEIR FAITH IN ME MIGHT NOT REMAIN IN DARKNESS. AND IF ANYONE SHOULD HEAR MY WORDS AND NOT CONFORM HIMSELF TO THEM, I WILL NOT BE HIS JUDGE, BECAUSE I DID NOT COME TO JUDGE THE WORLD, BUT TO SAVE THE WORLD. WHOEVER REJECTS ME, AND FAILS TO ACCEPT MY WORDS ALREADY HAS A JUDGE. ON THAT FINAL DAY, THE VERY WORD THAT I HAVE SPOKEN WILL ITSELF CONDEMN HIM. FOR IT WAS NOT ON MY OWN THAT I SPOKE THESE THINGS, BUT IT WAS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT ME THAT GAVE ME ORDERS AS TO WHAT I SHOULD SAY AND HOW I SHOULD SAY IT. AND I KNOW THAT HIS TEACHING LEADS TO ENDLESS LIFE. SO, THE THINGS THAT I SPEAK, I SPEAK IN LINE WITH THE COMMAND THAT WAS GIVEN ME BY MY FATHER [STEPHEN].” THE APOCALYPSE OF JESUS (MATT 24:1-51; MARK 13:1-37; LUKE 21:5-36; CLEMENTINE RECOGNITIONS, 4.4; BARNABAS 12:1B; 2BAR 25:1B-4; SBOR 2:6-38; APEL 3:1-18; 2ESD 2:13, 5:1-12, 13:29-31, 15:12-19; PAPIAS, QUOTE FROM IRENAEUS, AGAINST HERESIES 33.3,4) THE TEMPLE, MOUNT OF OLIVES THEN JESUS LEFT THE TEMPLE. AND AS HE WAS ON HIS WAY OUT, HIS DISCIPLES CAME UP TO HIM AND CALLED HIS ATTENTION TO THE BUILDINGS THEREOF. NOW SOME OF THEM TALKED ABOUT HOW IT WAS ADORNED WITH BEAUTIFUL STONES AND GIFTS. “MASTER,” ONE OF HIS FOLLOWERS SAID, “BEHOLD WHAT MANNER OF STONES AND STRUCTURES THESE ARE!” BUT JESUS ANSWERED HIM, “SEE ALL OF THESE MAGNIFICENT BUILDINGS (AND) OBJECTS? AS FOR ALL THAT YOU SEE HERE, I AM TELLING YOU TRULY THAT THE DAYS ARE COMING WHEN THERE WILL NOT BE SO MUCH AS A SINGLE STONE LEFT ON ANOTHER THAT WILL NOT BE THROWN DOWN. AND THIS GENERATION WILL NOT PASS UNTIL THE DESTRUCTION BEGINS. FOR THEY WILL COME AND SIT IN THIS VERY PLACE AND LAY SIEGE TO IT, AND IN THIS PLACE, THEY WILL SLAY YOUR CHILDREN.” AS HE SAT UPON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES ACROSS FROM THE TEMPLE, THE 286 DISCIPLES, PETER, JAMES, JOHN, AND ANDREW ASKED HIM PRIVATELY, “MASTER, TELL US WHEN ALL OF THIS WILL COME TO PASS. WHAT WILL BE THE SIGN THAT ALL THESE THINGS WILL BE FULFILLED, AND WHAT WILL BE THE SIGN OF YOUR COMING AND THE END OF THE AGE?” AND JESUS REPLIED, “TAKE CARE THAT NO MAN DECEIVES YOU, BECAUSE MANY PEOPLE WILL COME IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND CLAIM, ‘I AM THE MESSIAH!’ AND ‘THE TIME IS UPON US!’ AND THEY WILL DECEIVE MANY. SO, DO NOT GO CHASING AFTER THEM. THE SON OF LAWLESSNESS WILL SHOW HIMSELF AND SAY TO YOU, ‘I AM THE CHRIST,’ ALTHOUGH HE IS NOT. DON’T YOU BELIEVE HIM! YOU WILL START TO HEAR OF WARS AND REPORTS OF WARS AND AGITATIONS, BUT WHEN YOU DO, SEE TO IT THAT YOU ARE NEITHER FRIGHTENED NOR DISTURBED THEREBY. THESE, YOU SEE, ARE BUT THE FORESHADOWINGS, SO DO NOT BE AFRAID, FOR THE END HAS NOT YET COME. THE CONSUMMATION WILL NOT TAKE PLACE ALL AT ONCE.” THEN HE INFORMED THEM, “BEHOLD, THE DAYS ARE COMING WHEN THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WILL ARRIVE TO RESCUE THOSE WHO LIVE ON EARTH. CONFUSION OF MIND WILL OVERTAKE THOSE WHO DWELL THEREON, CAUSING THEM TO PLOT WARS ONE AGAINST THE OTHER, CITY AGAINST CITY, REGION AGAINST REGION. NATION WILL MOVE AGAINST NATION, AND KINGDOM AGAINST KINGDOM, AND MAJOR EARTHQUAKES WILL BREAK FORTH IN THIS PLACE AND THAT, AS WILL FAMINES, PESTILENCES, AND HORRIFYING SPECTACLES--AND MOMENTOUS OMENS WILL APPEAR FROM OUT OF HEAVEN. WHEN, HOWEVER UPON THE EARTH COME VIOLENT SHAKINGS, THUNDERS AND LIGHTNINGS, MILDEWS UPON THE LAND, FRENZIES OF JACKALS AND WOLVES, THE SLAUGHTERING AND DEVASTATION OF MEN, THE BELLOWING OF OXEN, FOUR-FOOTED CATTLE, DOMESTIC MULES AND GOATS AND SHEEP, THEN GREAT EXPANSES OF FARMLAND WILL BECOME BARREN AND THROUGH NEGLECT NOT RENDER THEIR FRUIT. THE SELLING OF FREE MEN INTO SLAVERY WILL BECOME COMMONPLACE AS WILL THE ROBBING OF TEMPLES. WHEN ALL OF THESE THINGS COME TO PASS, THE TENTH GENERATION OF MEN WILL APPEAR AT LAST, WHEN HE WHO SHAKES THE EARTH AND BRINGS FORTH THE LIGHTNINGS WILL DESTROY THE GLORY OF THE IDOLS, AND SHAKE DOWN THOSE OF THE SEVEN-HILLED ROME. VAST AMOUNTS OF WEALTH WILL PERISH, BURNING IN THE GREAT FIRE OF THE FLAME OF HEPHAESTUS. THEN BLOOD WILL RAIN DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN; BUT THE EARTH WITH ITS COUNTLESS MEN WILL SLAY EACH OTHER IN THEIR MADNESS. DURING THIS TIME OF UNREST, GOD WILL IMPOSE FAMINES AND DISEASES AND THUNDERBOLTS UPON THOSE WHO DO NOT JUDGE ACCORDING 287 TO JUSTICE. THERE WILL BE SUCH A DEARTH OF MEN ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, THAT ONE WOULD MARVEL TO SEE THE FOOTPRINTS OF ANOTHER ON THE GROUND. THESE ARE BUT THE ONSET OF LABOR PAINS. BUT BEFORE THESE TRIALS TAKE PLACE, THEY WILL TAKE YOU INTO CUSTODY AND HAND YOU OVER TO COUNCILS TO BE TORTURED, SO LOOK TO YOURSELVES. THEY WILL PERSECUTE YOU, TURN YOU OVER TO SYNAGOGUES AND IMPRISONMENT, AND YOU WILL BE BEATEN THERE. AND ALL THE NATIONS WILL DESPISE YOU ON ACCOUNT OF ME; AND YOU WILL BE BROUGHT AS WITNESSES BEFORE GOVERNORS AND KINGS FOR THE SAKE OF MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THIS WILL BE YOUR OCCASION TO TESTIFY. THE GOSPEL, HOWEVER, MUST FIRST BE PREACHED BEFORE THE NATIONS. NOW WHEN THEY LEAD YOU UP AND TURN YOU IN, DO NOT REHEARSE WHAT YOU WILL SPEAK. SIMPLY RESOLVE IN YOUR HEARTS NOT TO PLAN OUT YOUR REBUTTAL IN ADVANCE, FOR I WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH A MOUTH AND A WISDOM WHICH NONE WHO OPPOSE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO DENY OR WITHSTAND. INSTEAD, SPEAK WHATEVER IS GIVEN TO YOU AT THAT TIME, BECAUSE THE WORDS WILL NOT BE COMING FROM YOU, BUT RATHER, THE HOLY SPIRIT. “MANY WILL BE DISPLEASED AT THIS, AND WILL TURN EACH OTHER OVER AND DESPISE ONE ANOTHER. AT THAT POINT MANY FALSE PROPHETS WILL RISE UP AND SEDUCE MANY, AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WILL INCREASE TO A LEVEL BEYOND THAT WHICH YOU NOW SEE, NOR HAVE YOU EVER HEARD OF BEFORE. AND OWING TO THE PROLIFERATION OF LAWLESSNESS, THE LOVE OF THE MANY WILL GROW COLD. YOU WILL EVEN BE TURNED OVER BY PARENTS AND SIBLINGS; FRIENDS AND RELATIVES. SO, A BROTHER WILL HAND HIS OWN BROTHER OVER TO BE KILLED, AND A FATHER, HIS SON. CHILDREN WILL RISE AGAINST THEIR PARENTS, AND THEY WILL SEE TO IT THAT SOME OF YOU ARE EXECUTED. AND THEY WILL BE HATEFUL TOWARD YOU AND PUT YOU TO DEATH FOR BEARING MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. EVEN SO, NOT A SINGLE HAIR THAT IS ON YOUR HEAD WILL BE LOST. THE ONE WHO PERSEVERES TO THE VERY END WILL BE SAVED. AND THROUGH YOUR PERSISTENCE YOU WILL SAVE YOUR SOULS. THIS GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM WILL BE PROCLAIMED AT THAT TIME AS A SIGN TO THE WORLD. THAT IS WHEN THE MOMENT WILL COME. THEN WHEN YOU SEE JERUSALEM SURROUNDED BY ARMIES, RECOGNIZE THAT ITS DESTRUCTION IS AT HAND. SO, WHEN YOU SEE THE ABOMINATION THAT CAUSES DEVASTATION, AS SPOKEN OF BY DANIEL THE PROPHET, STANDING IN THE HOLY PLACE WHERE IT DOES NOT BELONG, (LET WHOEVER READS THIS UNDERSTAND IT,) THEN LET THOSE WHO ARE IN JUDEA FLEE TO THE MOUNTAINS, LET THOSE WHO 288 ARE INSIDE GET OUT, AND LET NOT THOSE IN THE SURROUNDING AREAS GO IN. LET NOT THE ONE WHO IS ON TOP OF HIS HOUSE GO BACK DOWN TO TAKE ANYTHING FROM IT. LET NOT THE ONE WHO IS IN THE FIELD GO BACK TO RETRIEVE HIS CLOTHING. YOU SEE, THESE ARE DAYS OF RETRIBUTION, FOR THE FULFILLMENT OF ALL THAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN. “LET EGYPT MOURN FROM ITS FOUNDATIONS FOR THE PLAGUE OF CHASTISEMENT AND PUNISHMENT BEING BROUGHT UPON IT BY THE LORD. LET THOSE WEEP, WHO TILL THE SOIL, FOR INDEED THEIR SEED WILL FAIL, AND THEIR TREES ALL WITHER FROM BLIGHT AND HAIL AND TERRIBLE TEMPEST. WOE TO THE WORLD AND TO THOSE WHO DWELL THEREIN, FOR MISERY AND SWORD DRAW NEAR TO THEM, AND NATION WILL RISE UP, SWORD IN HAND, TO BATTLE AGAINST NATION. FOR UNREST WILL THERE BE AMONG MANKIND, AND STRONGER AND STRONGER WILL THEY GROW AGAINST ONE ANOTHER: SHOWING RESPECT FOR NEITHER KING NOR COMMANDER. A MAN WILL WISH TO ENTER A TOWN, BUT WILL BE TURNED BACK. CITIES WILL REMAIN IN CONFUSION ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR PRIDE, HOUSES WILL THEN BE DESTROYED, AND THE PEOPLE THERE WILL LIVE IN FEAR. A MAN WILL SHOW NO MERCY TO HIS NEIGHBOR, BUT FOR HIS HUNGER’S SAKE AND THE EXTENT OF HIS SUFFERING WILL HE USE HIS SWORD TO PLUNDER HIS NEIGHBOR FOR HIS HOUSEHOLD GOODS. BUT CURSE ANY WHO ARE PREGNANT AND NURSING IN THOSE DAYS! FOR THERE WILL BE A GREAT TRAVAIL IN THE LAND, AND A WRATH AGAINST THIS PEOPLE. THEY WILL ALL FALL BY THE SWORD AND BE TAKEN CAPTIVE INTO EVERY NATION. AND JERUSALEM WILL BE TRAMPLED DOWN BY GENTILES UNTIL THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES ARE FULFILLED. “PRAY THAT YOUR FLIGHT DOES NOT COME IN THE WINTER OR ON THE SABBATH, BECAUSE THERE WILL COME A TIME OF TROUBLE UNRIVALED SINCE THE TIME WHEN GOD FIRST BROUGHT THE WORLD INTO BEING UNTIL NOW, NOR EVER COULD IT HAPPEN AGAIN. AND SOMEONE WILL REIGN OVER THE WORLD, WHOM NONE ON EARTH WILL ANTICIPATE; AND THE BIRDS WILL FLY AWAY, AND THE SEA OF SODOM WILL CAST UP FISH. THEN WILL THE ONE WHOM THE MULTITUDES KNOW NOT CAUSE HIS VOICE TO BE HEARD BY NIGHT, AND HIS VOICE WILL BE HEARD BY ALL. CHAOS, ALSO, WILL REIGN IN MANY PLACES, FIRES WILL BREAK OUT, WILD ANIMALS WILL WANDER BEYOND THEIR USUAL PLACES, AND MENSTRUOUS WOMEN WILL BRING FORTH MONSTERS. SALTY WATER WILL BE FOUND IN THE SWEET, AND FRIEND WILL OVERPOWER FRIEND. THEN REASON WILL GO INTO HIDING, AND WISDOM WITHDRAW INTO ITS ABODE, AND MANY WILL 289 SEEK AFTER IT, BUT NO ONE WILL FIND IT. THEN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AND LACK OF RESTRAINT WILL INCREASE UPON THE EARTH. A NATION WILL THEN ASK ITS NEIGHBOR, ‘HAS RIGHTEOUSNESS OR ANYONE WHO DOES WHAT IS RIGHT PASSED THROUGH YOU?’ AND THE ANSWER WILL BE, ‘NOT AT ALL.’ AND IN THOSE DAYS, MEN WILL HOPE, BUT NOT RECEIVE; LABOR, BUT THEIR EFFORTS WILL BE FOR NOUGHT. HAD THE LORD NOT SHORTENED THOSE DAYS, NO FLESH WOULD AT ALL BE SAVED. BUT THOSE DAYS WILL INDEED BE CUT SHORT BY THE LORD, WHO HAS SHORTENED THEM FOR THE SAKE OF THE ELECT. ASK AND YOU WILL RECEIVE; PRAY THAT YOUR DAYS MIGHT BE FEW IN NUMBER, THAT YOUR DAYS MIGHT BE CUT SHORT. THEN IF ANYONE SHOULD SAY TO YOU, ‘LOOK, THE MESSIAH IS HERE,’ OR, ‘LOOK, OVER THERE!’ DON’T YOU BELIEVE IT, BECAUSE FALSE CHRISTS AND FALSE PROPHETS WILL COME ALONG AND DO SIGNS AND WONDERS TO DECEIVE, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE, EVEN THE ELECT. BUT THAT SON OF LAWLESSNESS WILL ONCE AGAIN TAKE HIS STAND IN HALLOWED PLACES, (EVEN) IN THE HOLY PLACE. TO THE SUN HE WILL COMMAND, ‘DESCEND,’ AND IT WILL GO DOWN. ‘SHINE,’ HE WILL SAY, AND IT WILL BLAZE FORTH; ‘DARKEN,’ HE WILL DECLARE, AND IT WILL GROW DARK. TO THE MOON HE WILL DEMAND, ‘BECOME BLOODY,’ AND SO IT WILL BE. LIKE THEM HE WILL SWEEP ACROSS THE SKY. WITH A WORD HE WILL DECREE: ‘WALK UPON THE RIVERS AND SEAS,’ AND ON RIVER AND SEA WILL HE TREAD AS IF HE WERE ON DRY LAND. THE LAME HE WILL CAUSE TO WALK, THE DEAF TO HEAR, THE MUTE TO SPEAK, AND THE BLIND TO SEE. THE LEPERS HE WILL CLEANSE, AND THE ILL HE WILL HEAL. HE WILL CAST OUT DEMONS AND MULTIPLY HIS SIGNS AND WONDERS BEFORE ALL MEN. ALL THE WORKS THAT THE CHRIST PERFORMED HE WILL LIKEWISE REPLICATE, EXCEPT FOR THE RAISING OF THE DEAD ALONE. THIS IS HOW YOU WILL KNOW THAT HE’S THE SON OF LAWLESSNESS, FOR HE HAS NO POWER TO GIVE LIFE. “BUT THE KINGDOM IS EVEN NOW PREPARED FOR YOU, SO LOOK TO YOURSELVES! SEE, I HAVE TOLD YOU ALL THINGS IN ADVANCE. SO, IF THEY SHOULD SAY TO YOU, ‘LOOK, HE IS OUT IN THE DESERT!’ DO NOT GO FORTH, ‘LOOK, IN THE INNERMOST ROOMS!’ DO NOT BELIEVE IT. YOU KNOW HOW LIGHTNING STRIKES IN THE EAST AND LIGHTS UP THE WEST, THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN WILL BE JUST LIKE THAT! AND THE LAND WHICH YOU SEE RULING NOW WILL BE LAID WASTE AND UNTRODDEN, AND ALL OF MANKIND WILL SEE ITS DESOLATION. (WHEREVER THERE IS A CARCASS, THE VULTURES WILL BE SURE TO GATHER!) BUT IF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] GRANTS THAT YOU SHOULD LIVE, AFTER THE 290 THIRD DAY YOU WILL SEE IT THROWN INTO CONFUSION. “BUT IN THE DAYS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE DISTRESS OF THOSE TIMES, THERE WILL BE SIGNS IN THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE STARS. NOW WITH REGARD TO THE SIGNS: THE SUN WILL BE DIMMED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT FURNISH HER LIGHT. THEN THE SUN WILL SUDDENLY SHINE AT NIGHT, AND THE MOON DURING THE DAY. A TREE WILL BEND DOWN AND STAND UPRIGHT, BLOOD WILL DRIP FROM OUT OF WOOD, AND STONE WILL SPEAK, AND THE PEOPLE WILL BE DISTRESSED, AND THE STARS WILL FALL FROM THE SKY. AND IN THIS WORLD, NATIONS WILL BE TORMENTED AND PERPLEXED BY THE ROARING AND BILLOWING OF THE SEA. BEHOLD, THE DAYS ARE COMING WHEN FEAR WILL SEIZE ALL OF THOSE WHO LIVE ON EARTH, AND THE LAND WILL BE DEVOID OF FAITH. MEN WILL GROW COLD WITH FEAR AND DREAD BECAUSE OF WHAT IS TAKING PLACE, FOR THE POWERS OF HEAVEN WILL ALL BE SHAKEN. THEN THE SIGN OF THE SON OF MAN WILL APPEAR IN THE SKY, AND THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD WILL BEAT THEIR BREASTS. AT THAT TIME, THEY WILL SEE THE SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN WITH TREMENDOUS POWER AND MAGNIFICENT GLORY. ON THE DAY THAT THE MESSIAH COMES, IT WILL BE EVEN AS A FLOCK OF DOVES SURROUNDING HIM AS A CROWN. HE WILL TREAD UPON THE VAULT THE HEAVEN, LED FORTH BY THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. THE WHOLE WORLD WILL SEE HIM EVEN AS THE SUN SHINING FROM THE EASTERN TO THE WESTERN HORIZONS. ALL OF HIS ANGELS WILL SURROUND HIM AT HIS COMING. “AND HE WILL SEND THEM FORTH AT THE GREAT TRUMPET CALL, AND THEY WILL GATHER ALL HIS CHOSEN ONES FROM THE FOUR WINDS--FROM ONE END OF HEAVEN TO THE OTHER, (AND) FROM THE FARTHEST REACHES OF THE EARTH TO THE UTTERMOST REGIONS OF HEAVEN. AND WHEN ALL OF THESE THINGS BEGIN TO TAKE PLACE, IT WILL BE TIME TO RISE AND LIFT YOUR HEADS, FOR YOUR DELIVERANCE HAS FINALLY COME!” THEN HE SPOKE A PARABLE TO THEM: “TAKE THE FIG TREE, AND EVERY OTHER TREE AS WELL. NOW WORK OUT THE MYSTERY OF THE FIG TREE: WHEN ITS TENDER LIMBS GROW OUT AND SPROUT LEAVES, AT THAT MOMENT YOU CAN SEE FOR YOURSELVES AND KNOW THAT SUMMER IS COMING. AND SO IT WILL BE THAT WHEN YOU SEE ALL OF THESE THINGS BEGIN TO UNFOLD, UNDERSTAND THAT GOD’S KINGDOM IS AT HAND; EVEN AT THE VERY DOORS! I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, THIS GENERATION WILL NOT HAVE PASSED BEFORE ALL THESE THINGS ARE FULFILLED AT LAST. HEAVEN AND EARTH WILL PASS AWAY, BUT NEVER MY WORDS. THEREFORE AT THE END OF DAYS, THIS WILL BE THE SIGN THAT 291 THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WILL SHOW IN THE SIGHT OF ALL WHO DWELL ON EARTH; WHEN TERROR OVERTAKES THOSE WHO ARE LIVING IN THE WORLD AND THEY FALL INTO TERRIBLE TORMENTS AND TRIBULATIONS. IT WILL THEN COME ABOUT THAT BECAUSE OF THEIR MANY TROUBLES, THEY WILL SAY IN THEIR HEARTS, ‘THE MIGHTY ONE NO LONGER TAKES THOUGHT FOR THE EARTH.’ IT WILL BE EVEN AS THEY ARE LOSING ALL HOPE THAT THE TIME WILL AWAKEN. FURTHERMORE, THE GREAT GOD WHO DWELLS IN THE SKIES WILL BECOME IN EVERY WAY A SAVIOR TO ALL MEN OF VIRTUE. AT THAT TIME A PROFOUND PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING WILL BEGIN, AND THE BOUNTIFUL LAND WILL ONCE AGAIN BRING FORTH FRUIT IN PROFUSION, AND WILL NO LONGER REMAIN DIVIDED OR IN SERVITUDE. THOSE WHO ENTER INTO GOD’S KINGDOM WILL SEE THE DAYS COME WHEN VINES WILL GROW WITH TEN THOUSAND RUNNERS APIECE, AND TEN THOUSAND BRANCHES WILL GROW ON EACH RUNNER, AND TEN THOUSAND SHOOTS WILL GROW ON EACH BRANCH, AND TEN THOUSAND SPROUTS WILL GROW ON EACH SHOOT, AND TEN THOUSAND BUNCHES WILL GROW ON EACH SPROUT. AND THESE BUNCHES WILL EACH PRODUCE TEN THOUSAND GRAPES; AND WHEN THEY ARE PRESSED, EACH OF THESE GRAPES WILL YIELD TWENTY-FIVE MEASURES OF WINE. AND IF ONE OF THE SAINTS SHOULD GRAB ONE CLUSTER, ANOTHER ONE WILL THEN PROCLAIM, ‘I AM BETTER, TAKE ME INSTEAD! GLORIFY THE LORD THROUGH ME!’ A GRAIN OF WHEAT WILL LIKEWISE PRODUCE TEN THOUSAND EARS, AND THESE EARS WILL EACH HAVE TEN THOUSAND GRAINS THEREON, AND EACH GRAIN WILL YIELD FIVE POUNDS OF PURE, FINE WHEAT FLOUR TWICE OVER. AND IT WILL BE THE SAME FOR EVERY OTHER FRUIT, SEED, AND PLANT. AND EVERY ANIMAL WILL FEED SOLELY ON WHAT THE EARTH PROVIDES. THEY WILL BECOME PEACEABLE AND LIVE TOGETHER IN HARMONY, AND WILL SUBJECT THEMSELVES OBEDIENTLY TO MEN. EVERY HARBOR AND PORT WILL ONCE AGAIN BE OPEN TO ALL MANKIND AND SHAMELESSNESS WILL EXIST NO MORE. THEN GOD WILL AGAIN PERFORM A GREAT SIGN: A STAR WILL SHINE FORTH LIKE A RADIANT CROWN, GLORIOUS, AND GLEAMING FROM THE RESPLENDENT SKY FOR A GREAT MANY DAYS. (FOR AT THAT TIME, HE WILL SHOW FROM HEAVEN THE CROWN THAT IS GIVEN TO MEN WHO STRIVE IN THE WAR.) BUT AS FOR THE DAY AND THE HOUR, NO MAN KNOWS IT, NEITHER DO THE ANGELS IN HEAVEN, NOR EVEN DOES THE SON, BUT ONLY THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. “BUT AT THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN, THINGS WILL BE EVEN AS THEY WERE IN NOAH’S DAY. FOR JUST AS IT WAS IN THE DAYS BEFORE THE FLOOD, 292 WHEN THEY WERE EATING AND DRINKING, GETTING MARRIED AND MARRYING OFF RIGHT UP TO THE DAY THAT NOAH ENTERED THE ARK; NONE GAVE HEED UNTIL THE FLOOD ARRIVED AND DID AWAY WITH ALL OF THEM. EVEN SO WILL THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN BE. TWO WILL THEN BE OUT IN THE FIELD; ONE WILL BE TAKEN AND THE OTHER WILL BE LEFT. TWO WILL BE GRINDING AT THE MILL; ONE WILL BE TAKEN AND THE OTHER WILL BE LEFT. SO STAY ALERT, FOR YOU DO NOT KNOW WHEN YOUR LORD WILL RETURN. “EVEN SO, RECOGNIZE THIS MUCH, IF THE HOMEOWNER HAD KNOWN BEFORE THE HOUR THAT THE THIEF WOULD COME, HE WOULD HAVE KEPT WATCH, AND NOT ALLOWED HIS HOUSE TO GET BROKEN INTO. SO ALSO, MUST YOU BE VIGILANT, FOR THE SON OF MAN IS COMING AT A TIME THAT YOU DO NOT KNOW. ALSO, LOOK TO YOURSELVES, LEST AT ANY TIME YOUR HEARTS BE OVERCOME BY EXCESS AND DRUNKENNESS AND THE CONCERNS OF THIS LIFE, AND THAT DAY SNEAK UP ON YOU WITHOUT YOUR BEING AWARE. FOR LIKE A TRAP IT WILL ENSNARE ALL OF THOSE WHO LIVE ON EARTH. WHO THEN IS THAT TRUSTY AND SAGACIOUS SERVANT WHOM HIS LORD WILL SET OVER HIS HOUSEHOLD SERVANTS, THAT HE MIGHT GIVE THEM THEIR FOOD WHEN THE SEASON ARRIVES? HOW LUCKY WILL THAT SERVANT BE WHEN HIS LORD COMES AND FINDS HIM SO DOING. I TELL YOU MOST ASSUREDLY, HE WILL PUT HIM OVER ALL THAT HE HAS. BUT SHOULD THAT WICKED SERVANT SAY IN HIS HEART, ‘MY MASTER WILL BE GONE A LONG TIME,’ AND STARTS BEATING HIS FELLOW SERVANTS, AND EATING AND DRINKING WITH THE DRUNKARDS, THAT SERVANT’S MASTER WILL COME ON A DAY THAT HE’S NOT EXPECTING, AND AT A TIME THAT HE’S NOT AWARE, AND HACK HIM TO BITS, ASSIGNING HIM HIS PART WITH THE HYPOCRITES, WHERE THERE WILL BE WAILING AND GRINDING OF TEETH. “SO BE ALERT, PRAYING AT ALL TIMES THAT YOU MIGHT BE DEEMED WORTHY TO ESCAPE ALL THAT WILL SOON COME TO PASS, AND STAND IN THE PRESENCE OF THE SON OF MAN. DO NOT LET DOWN YOUR GUARD; WATCH AND PRAY, SINCE YOU DO NOT KNOW WHEN THAT TIME WILL BE. IT IS LIKE A MAN WHO WAS GOING ON A DISTANT JOURNEY, WHO, AT THE TIME HE LEFT HIS HOUSE, CHARGED EACH OF HIS SERVANTS WITH CERTAIN TASKS, AND COMMANDED THE PORTER TO KEEP WATCH. SO, REMAIN VIGILANT, FOR YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN THE LORD OF THE HOUSE MIGHT COME; AT DUSK, MIDNIGHT, COCK’S CROW, OR DAYBREAK. SHOULD HE HAPPEN TO COME BACK ON A SUDDEN, DO NOT LET HIM CATCH YOU SLEEPING. AND WHAT I SAY TO YOU, I SAY TO ALL: WATCH! 293 THE TEN VIRGINS (MATT 25:1-13; ACAN IN P. UTRECHT I P.14) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AT THAT TIME, THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN WILL BE LIKENED UNTO TEN VIRGINS WHO EACH TOOK THEIR LANTERNS AND WENT TO MEET THE BRIDEGROOM. FIVE OF THEM WERE FOOLISH, AND FIVE OF THEM WERE WISE. NOW THE FOOLISH ONES, EVEN THOUGH THEY TOOK THEIR LAMPS, FAILED TO TAKE ANY OLIVE OIL WITH THEM; WHEREAS THE PRUDENT ONES CARRIED FLASKS ALONG WITH THEIR LAMPS. AND AS THE BRIDEGROOM LINGERED, THEY NODDED OFF, AND LAY THERE SLEEPING. THEN AT MIDNIGHT THERE CAME A SHOUT, ‘BEHOLD, THE BRIDEGROOM IS COMING! GO AND MEET HIM.’ THEN THOSE VIRGINS ALL GOT UP, AND THEY EACH TRIMMED THEIR OWN LANTERNS. ‘GIVE US OF YOUR OLIVE OIL,’ SAID THE FOOLISH TO THE WISE, ‘FOR OUR LAMPS ARE BURNING OUT!’ BUT THE WISE ONES SAID TO THEM, ‘WE FEAR THAT THERE WILL NOT BE ENOUGH FOR YOU AND US BOTH. YOU OUGHT RATHER TO GO TO THOSE WHO SELL AND BUY SOME OIL FOR YOURSELVES.’ NOW AFTER THEY HAD GONE AWAY TO PURCHASE SOME, THE BRIDEGROOM CAME. THOSE WHO WERE READY WENT IN WITH HIM TO THE WEDDING FEAST, AND THE DOOR WAS THEN SECURED. AFTER A WHILE, THE OTHER VIRGINS CAME AROUND PLEADING, ‘LORD, LORD, OPEN UP THE DOOR FOR US!’ BUT THE BRIDEGROOM ANSWERED, ‘I TELL YOU MOST ASSUREDLY THAT I NEVER EVEN KNEW YOU.’ SO, KEEP WATCH, BECAUSE YOU DO NOT KNOW THE DAY OR THE HOUR. OH VIRGINS, IT IS NOT WITHOUT REASON THAT YOU HAVE GUARDED YOUR CHASTITY, NOR WAS IT IN VAIN THAT YOU PERSISTED IN PRAYER WITH YOUR LAMPS BURNING UNTIL THE VOICE CAME TO YOU AT MIDNIGHT, SAYING, ‘GET UP! GO FORTH AND MEET THE BRIDEGROOM.’ THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS (MATT 25:14-30) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AGAIN, IT WILL BE LIKE A MAN WHO WAS GOING ON A TRIP, WHO SUMMONED HIS SERVANTS, AND PLACED THEM OVER ALL THAT HE OWNED. HE GAVE ONE FIVE TALENTS; ANOTHER, TWO; AND STILL ANOTHER, ONE; ACCORDING TO WHAT THEY EACH COULD DO. THEN THE MASTER WENT AWAY. NOT LONG AFTER THAT, THE SERVANT WHO HAD RECEIVED THE FIVE WENT AWAY AND TRADED WITH THEM, EARNING FIVE MORE. THE SERVANT WHO HAD RECEIVED THE TWO LIKEWISE GAINED ANOTHER TWO. BUT THE SERVANT WHO RECEIVED THE ONE 294 WENT OFF, DUG INTO THE GROUND, AND HID AWAY HIS MASTER’S SILVER. AFTER SOME TIME, THE MASTER OF THOSE SERVANTS RETURNED AND STARTED TO SETTLE ACCOUNTS WITH THEM. AND THE ONE WHO RECEIVED THE FIVE TALENTS APPROACHED HIM AND PRESENTED HIM WITH ANOTHER FIVE, SAYING, ‘MASTER, YOU ENTRUSTED ME WITH FIVE TALENTS. BEHOLD, I HAVE MADE YOU FIVE MORE TALENTS!’ THEN HIS MASTER SAID TO HIM, ‘GREAT WORK, YOU GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT. I WILL PUT YOU OVER MANY THINGS. ENTER INTO YOUR MASTER’S JOY.’ THE SERVANT WHO RECEIVED THE TWO TALENTS ALSO APPROACHED HIS MASTER AND SAID, ‘LORD, YOU ENTRUSTED ME WITH TWO TALENTS. SEE, I HAVE MADE YOU TWO MORE TALENTS!’ HIS MASTER REPLIED, ‘WELL DONE, YOU GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT! YOU HAVE SHOWN THAT YOU CAN BE TRUSTED WITH A FEW TALENTS, SO I WILL PUT YOU OVER MANY THINGS. ENTER INTO YOUR MASTER’S JOY!’ AND THE SERVANT WHO HAD RECEIVED THE ONE CAME UP TO HIM AND EXPLAINED, ‘MASTER, KNOWING THAT YOU ARE A DIFFICULT MAN, REAPING WHERE YOU NEVER SOWED AND GATHERING WHERE YOU NEVER SCATTERED, I FEARED YOU. I WENT OUT AND HID YOUR TALENT IN THE GROUND. THERE, NOW YOU HAVE WHAT IS YOUR OWN!’ HIS MASTER RESPONDED, ‘YOU WORTHLESS AND INDOLENT SERVANT! KNOWING THAT I REAP WHERE I DID NOT SOW, AND GATHER WHERE I DID NOT SCATTER, YOU OUGHT TO HAVE DEPOSITED MY SILVER WITH THE MONEY BROKERS. THAT WAY, BY THE TIME THAT I GOT BACK, I WOULD HAVE GOTTEN WHAT WAS MINE ALONG WITH SOME INTEREST. SO CONFISCATE THE ONE HE HAS AND GIVE IT TO THE ONE WITH TEN.’ FOR TO EVERYONE WHO HAS, IT WILL BE GIVEN, AND HE WILL HAVE IT IN ABUNDANCE. BUT FROM ONE WHO HAS NOTHING, EVEN WHAT HE DOES HAVE WILL BE TAKEN AWAY FROM HIM. ‘NOW TOSS THAT NO ACCOUNT SERVANT INTO THE DARKNESS WITHOUT, WHERE THERE WILL BE WEEPING AND GRINDING OF TEETH.’” THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH (MATT 25:31-46; REV 2:26-27/19:6-8/20:4-6; 1THESS 4:16-17; 2PET 3:8-10A,13; BARNABAS 15:3-7) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND THE SON OF MAN WILL SIT UPON HIS GLORIOUS THRONE WHEN HE COMES IN ALL HIS GLORY, AND ALL OF HIS ANGELS WITH HIM.” (AND I, [JOHN,] HEARD WHAT SOUNDED LIKE THE NOISE OF A GREAT CROWD, AND THE CRASHING OF MANY WATERS, ALONG WITH THE VIOLENT CLAPPING OF THUNDER, SAYING, 295 “HALLELUJAH, FOR OUR LORD GOD ALMIGHTY HAS TAKEN THE THRONE! LET US REJOICE AND SHOUT IN TRIUMPH! GIVE HIM THE GLORY, FOR THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB HAS COME AND HIS BETROTHED HAS READIED HERSELF. SHE HAS BEEN ALLOWED TO ADORN HERSELF IN BEAUTIFUL LINEN, GLISTENING AND WHITE.” (THE FINE LINEN, YOU SEE, IS THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE SAINTS.) “AND TO THE ONE WHO OVERCOMES AND KEEPS MY WORDS UP TO THE END, WILL I GIVE POWER OVER ALL THE NATIONS, AND HE WILL RULE THEM WITH AN IRON SCEPTER.” AND THEY WERE RESTORED TO LIFE AND ASSUMED THEIR THRONES WITH THE MESSIAH FOR A THOUSAND YEARS. FOR THE LORD HIMSELF WILL DESCEND FROM HEAVEN WITH A SHOUT AND THE VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL AND THE TRUMPET OF GOD. AND THE DEAD IN CHRIST WILL RISE UP FIRST. THEN WE WHO ARE ALIVE AND HAVE BEEN SPARED WILL BE CAUGHT UP WITH THEM TO THE CLOUDS, TO MEET THE LORD UP IN THE AIR. AND IN THIS WAY WE WILL BE WITH THE LORD FOREVER. THOSE WHO REMAINED IN DEATH DID NOT COME BACK TO LIFE AGAIN UNTIL THE END OF THE MILLENNIUM. THIS IS THE FIRST RESURRECTION. HOW BLESSED AND HOLY IS THE ONE WHO HAS A PART IN THE FIRST RESURRECTION. THE SECOND DEATH HAS NO POWER OVER THESE. INSTEAD THEY ARE TO BE PRIESTS OF GOD AND OF THE MESSIAH, AND THEY WILL REIGN ALONGSIDE HIM FOR THE THOUSAND YEARS. EVEN SO, MY BELOVED, DO NOT LET THIS ONE THING ESCAPE YOU; THAT ONE DAY WITH THE LORD IS AS A THOUSAND YEARS, AND A THOUSAND YEARS ARE AS A DAY. IT IS NOT THE CASE THAT THE LORD IS SLOW TO CARRY OUT HIS PROMISE. IT IS ONLY THAT HE IS BEING PATIENT; FOR IT IS AGAINST HIS NATURE THAT ANYONE SHOULD BE LOST, BUT THAT ALL SHOULD HAVE A CHANGE OF HEART. THIS IS THE SABBATH THAT MOSES SPEAKS OF AT THE CREATION WHEN HE SAYS, “FOR SIX DAYS, GOD LABORED WITH THE WORKS OF HIS HANDS, AND HE FINISHED THEM ON THE SEVENTH. ON THAT DAY THE LORD RESTED, AND KEPT IT HOLY.” NOW CHILDREN, DO NOT MISS WHAT HE’S SAYING HERE: “HE COMPLETED THEM IN SIX DAYS,” FOR WHAT HE MEANS IS THIS: THAT THE LORD WILL BRING EVERYTHING TO PASS AFTER SIX THOUSAND YEARS. WITH HIM, YOU SEE, A “DAY” MEANS A THOUSAND YEARS. HE BEARS ME OUT HIMSELF ON THIS WHEN HE SAYS, “BEHOLD, THE LORD’S DAY WILL BE AS A THOUSAND YEARS.” THUS, MY CHILDREN, WE MAY CONCLUDE THAT IN SIX DAYS- -IN SIX THOUSAND YEARS, THAT IS--EVERYTHING WILL BE COMPLETED. AND WHERE HE SAYS, “HE RESTED ON THE SEVENTH DAY,” HE IS SAYING: AT THE TIME THAT HIS SON COMES, HE WILL BRING AN END TO THE DAYS OF THE 296 LAWLESS ONE, CALL JUDGMENT DOWN UPON THE WICKED, THEN HE WILL CHANGE THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE STARS. AFTER THAT, ON THE SEVENTH DAY, HIS TRUE REST WILL BEGIN AT LAST. HE GOES ON TO EXPLAIN, “CLEAN OF HAND AND PURE OF HEART, YOU WILL KEEP IT HOLY.” NOW IF YOU CAN SAY TO ME THAT ANYONE THESE DAYS IS PURE ENOUGH IN HEART TO BE KEEPING IT HOLY--THE DAY WHICH GOD HIMSELF HAS BLESSED--THEN I MUST SAY THAT WE HAVE BEEN DECEIVED! IF, HOWEVER, WHEN THAT DAY DOES COME SOMEONE DOES MANAGE TO KEEP IT HOLY; BY ENTERING INTO THAT TRUE REST--THAT WHICH HAS BEEN OPENED TO US AND IS RECEIVED THROUGH THE FULFILLMENT OF THAT PROMISE, WHEN LAWLESSNESS REALLY IS NO MORE AND ALL THINGS REALLY HAVE BEEN MADE NEW BY THE LORD--THEN WE TRULY WILL BE ABLE TO KEEP IT HOLY, FOR WE WILL HAVE OURSELVES BEEN MADE HOLY. NEVERTHELESS, THE LORD’S DAY WILL COME LIKE A THIEF IN THE NIGHT.) “AND EVERY NATION WILL BE GATHERED BEFORE HIM, AND HE WILL SEPARATE THEM FROM EACH OTHER, EVEN AS A SHEPHERD SEPARATES HIS SHEEP FROM THE GOATS. HE WILL CAUSE HIS SHEEP TO STAND TO HIS RIGHT, AND THE GOATS WILL STAND OFF TO HIS LEFT. THEN THE KING WILL SAY TO THOSE WHO ARE ON HIS RIGHT, ‘COME NOW, YOU WHO MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS EXALTED, RECEIVE THE KINGDOM SET ASIDE FOR YOU FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME TO EAT, I WAS THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME TO DRINK. I WAS A STRANGER AND YOU WELCOMED ME IN, NAKED AND YOU COVERED ME UP. I WAS ILL AND YOU KEPT A VIGIL FOR ME, IN PRISON AND YOU VISITED ME.’ AND THE RIGHTEOUS ONES WILL THEN INQUIRE, ‘LORD, WHEN DID WE EVER SEE YOU HUNGRY AND FEED YOU, OR THIRSTY AND GIVE YOU SOMETHING TO DRINK? WHEN DID WE EVER SEE YOU AS A STRANGER AND WELCOME YOU IN, OR NAKED AND COVER YOU UP? WHEN DID WE SEE YOU ILL OR IN PRISON AND VISIT YOU?’ AND THE KING WILL RESPOND, ‘I SAY TO YOU ASSUREDLY, WHATEVER YOU DID FOR THE LEAST OF THESE, MY FAMILY MEMBERS, YOU DID IT FOR ME.’ THEN HE WILL SAY TO THOSE WHO ARE ON HIS LEFT, ‘AWAY FROM ME, YOU ACCURSED ONES, AND ENTER INTO THE ETERNAL FIRE WHICH HAS BEEN SET ASIDE FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS. FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME NOTHING TO EAT. I WAS THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME NOTHING TO DRINK. I WAS A STRANGER AND YOU DID NOT WELCOME ME; SICK AND IN PRISON, YET YOU NEVER CAME TO VISIT ME.’ THEN THEY WILL ASK, ‘LORD, WHEN DID WE EVER SEE YOU HUNGRY OR THIRSTY OR AS A STRANGER OR NAKED OR SICK OR IN PRISON AND NOT CARE FOR YOU?’ 297 THEN HE WILL INDEED REPLY, ‘I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, INASMUCH AS YOU DID NOT DO IT FOR THE LEAST OF THESE, YOU DID NOT DO IT FOR ME.’ AND THESE WILL ALL DEPART INTO EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT, BUT THE RIGHTEOUS, INTO EVERLASTING LIFE.” (AND EVEN AS HIS WORD DECLARES, WE ARE ALL AWAITING A NEW HEAVEN’S AND A NEW EARTH, WHERE RIGHTEOUSNESS INDEED PREVAILS.) THE CONSPIRACY AGAINST JESUS (MATT 26:1-5; MARK 14:1,2; LUKE 22:1,2) MOUNT OF OLIVES NOW THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, WHICH IS ALSO CALLED THE PASSOVER, WAS DRAWING NEAR--ONLY TWO DAYS AWAY AT THE TIME THAT JESUS WAS SAYING THESE THINGS. HE SAID TO HIS FOLLOWERS, “AS ALL OF YOU ARE WELL AWARE, PASSOVER IS TWO DAYS FROM NOW, AND THE SON OF MAN WILL BE GIVEN UP TO BE CRUCIFIED.” THEN THE CHIEF PRIESTS, ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE, AND THE SCRIBES ALL GATHERED IN THE PALACE OF THE HIGH PRIEST, WHOSE NAME WAS CAIAPHAS. THEY PLOTTED TOGETHER, SEEKING FOR SOME CRAFTY WAY TO ARREST JESUS, MURDER HIM AND BE DONE WITH HIM, FOR THEY WERE AFRAID OF THE PEOPLE. THEY SAID, “NOT DURING THE FEAST, HOWEVER, FOR THE CROWDS MIGHT RIOT.” MARY ANOINTS JESUS (JOHN 12:2-8; MATT 26:6-13; MARK: 14:3-9) BETHANY, NEAR JERUSALEM AND WHILE JESUS WAS STAYING IN BETHANY, THEY MADE HIM A SUPPER IN THE HOUSE OF ONE KNOWN AS SIMON THE LEPER. MARTHA WAS SERVING, AND LAZARUS WAS AMONG THOSE WHO WERE SEATED WITH HIM. SO THIS WOMAN, MARY, TOOK AND BROKE OPEN AN ALABASTER LITRAI JAR THAT WAS FILLED WITH A VERY COSTLY SPIKENARD OINTMENT, AND POURED THE PERFUME OVER JESUS’ HEAD AS HE RECLINED THERE AT THE TABLE. SHE ANOINTED JESUS’ FEET, AND WIPED THEM OFF WITH HER HAIR, AND THE FRAGRANCE OF THE OINTMENT FILLED THE HOUSE. BUT WHEN HIS DISCIPLES SAW IT, THEY WERE INCENSED. THESE (AND) SOME OTHERS THERE ANGRILY COMMENTED TO ONE ANOTHER, “WHY SUCH A WASTE OF A FINE FRAGRANCE? IT COULD HAVE BEEN SOLD FOR A HEFTY SUM, MORE THAN THREE HUNDRED DENARII, AND THE PROCEEDS COULD HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO THE POOR!” AND THEY REPROVED HER SEVERELY. SO, JUDAS ISCARIOT, THE SON OF SIMON, WHO WAS ABOUT TO HAND HIM UP, DEMANDED, “SO WHY WAS THIS OINTMENT NOT SOLD, AND THREE HUNDRED DENARII GIVEN 298 TO THE POOR?” NOW HE DID NOT ASK THIS OUT OF ANY CONCERN THAT HE HAD FOR THE POOR, BUT BECAUSE HE WAS A THIEF, AND CARRIED THE BAG, AND WOULD POCKET SOME OF WHATEVER WAS PUT INTO IT. SO, JESUS ANSWERED, “LEAVE HER ALONE. WHY ARE YOU TROUBLING THIS WOMAN? SHE HAS DONE A BEAUTIFUL THING FOR ME. SHE HAS SAVED IT FOR THE DAY OF MY EMBALMING. YOU WILL ALWAYS HAVE THE POOR WITH YOU, AND ANY TIME YOU FEEL LIKE HELPING THEM, YOU MAY DO SO. BUT YOU WILL NOT ALWAYS HAVE ME WITH YOU. SHE DID WHAT SHE COULD. SHE CAME BEFOREHAND AND POURED PERFUME OVER MY BODY TO PREPARE ME FOR MY BURIAL. ASSUREDLY I SAY TO YOU, WHEREVER THIS GOSPEL IS PROCLAIMED IN THE WORLD, WHAT SHE HAS DONE FOR ME WILL ALSO BE PROCLAIMED AS A MEMORIAL TO HER.” JUDAS STRIKES A BARGAIN (MATT 26:14-16; MARK 14:10-11; LUKE 22:3-6) JERUSALEM THEN SATAN ENTERED INTO JUDAS WHO IS CALLED ISCARIOT, WHO WAS NUMBERED AMONG THE TWELVE. AND INTENDING TO HAND JESUS OVER TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND CAPTAINS, HE DISCUSSED WITH THEM HOW HE MIGHT BETRAY HIM, ASKING, “WHAT WOULD YOU GIVE ME IF I WERE TO HAND HIM OVER TO YOU?” AND THEY REJOICED, AGREEING TO GIVE HIM SILVER. HE ACCEPTED IT GLADLY, SO THEY COUNTED OUT THIRTY SILVER COINS FOR HIM. SO, FROM THAT MOMENT ON JUDAS WATCHED FOR HIS CHANCE TO BETRAY HIM WHEN THERE WAS NO CROWD AROUND. KING ABGAR OFFERS JESUS ASYLUM (ACTHAD; EPAB) EDESSA, JERUSALEM {THIS IS A COPY OF A LETTER WHICH ABGAR THE TOPARCH WROTE TO JESUS, AND SENT TO HIM IN JERUSALEM BY THE HAND OF THE COURIER, HANANIAH, (AND ALSO) THE COPY OF THE THINGS THAT JESUS WROTE TO ABGAR THE TOPARCH BY THE HAND OF HANANIAH THE COURIER:} IN THOSE DAYS THERE WAS THIS GOVERNOR OF A CITY CALLED EDESSA, WHOSE NAME WAS ABGAR, WHO HAD HEARD OF THE WONDERS THAT THE CHRIST HAD WORKED, AND OF WHAT HE TAUGHT AS WELL, FOR HIS FAME HAD SPREAD BOTH FAR AND WIDE. HE WAS AMAZED BY HIM AND WISHED TO MEET HIM, BUT WAS UNABLE TO LEAVE THE SUPERVISION OF HIS CITY. NOW ABGAR WAS OVERTAKEN BY A CHRONIC ILLNESS RIGHT ABOUT THE TIME OF THE PASSION OF JESUS AND 299 THE PLOTTING OF THE JEWS, SO HE SENT A LETTER TO CHRIST BY WAY OF HANANIAH THE COURIER. IT WENT SOMETHING LIKE THIS: “ABGAR OUCHAMA, THE TOPARCH, GOVERNOR OF THE LAND OF THE EDESSENES, TO JESUS, WHO IS CALLED CHRIST, THE GOOD SAVIOR WHO HAS APPEARED IN THE REGION OF JERUSALEM, GREETINGS TO YOU. I HAVE HEARD MANY THINGS ABOUT YOU; OF THE MANY WONDERS THAT YOU HAVE WORKED, AND THE HEALINGS THAT YOU HAVE BROUGHT ABOUT WITH NEITHER MEDICINE NOR HERB. IT IS REPORTED THAT YOU CAUSE THE BLIND TO SEE AND THE LAME TO WALK; THAT YOU CLEANSE THE LEPROUS, HEAL THE PARALYZED, EXORCISE FILTHY SPIRITS AND DEMONS, RESTORE THOSE WHO SUFFER FROM CHRONIC ILLNESSES, AND RAISE THE DEAD BACK UP TO LIFE. WHEN I LEARNED THESE THINGS ABOUT YOU, I FIGURED THAT YOU MUST BE ONE OR THE OTHER OF THESE TWO: EITHER YOU ARE A GOD WHO CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN TO BRING THESE THINGS TO PASS, OR YOU ARE A SON OF GOD. AND THIS IS WHY I HAVE WRITTEN YOU; BY EVERYTHING THAT’S GOOD IN YOU, I IMPLORE YOU NOW TO COME TO US; BOTH TO CURE ME OF MY ILLNESS AND TO ESCAPE THE SCHEMING OF THE JEWS. I HAVE HEARD THAT THE JEWS ARE SPREADING MALICIOUS RUMORS ABOUT YOU, AND THAT THEY WISH TO DO YOU HARM. COME AND ESCAPE THE STRATAGEMS OF THE WICKED--ALL THAT THEY HAVE SET IN PLACE AGAINST YOU ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR OWN JEALOUSY. AND THOUGH MY CITY IS RATHER SMALL, IT IS HOLY, AND LARGE ENOUGH FOR THE BOTH OF US.” NOW ABGAR HAD ORDERED HANANIAH TO OBTAIN AN ACCURATE DESCRIPTION OF CHRIST; WHAT HE LOOKED LIKE, HOW TALL HE WAS, ABOUT HIS HAIR, AND, IN SHORT, ALL THAT THERE WAS TO KNOW OF HIM. THEN HANANIAH WENT AND HANDED HIM THE LETTER AND LOOKED HIM OVER CAREFULLY, BUT COULD NOT FIX HIS APPEARANCE IN HIS MIND. AND JESUS, AS ONE WHO UNDERSTOOD THE HEART, REQUESTED SOMETHING WITH WHICH TO WASH, AND A TOWEL WAS GIVEN HIM. AND AFTER HE HAD WASHED HIMSELF, HE PATTED HIS FACE WITH IT, AND IT LEFT ITS, FORM IN THE LINEN CLOTH. THEN HE HANDED IT TO HANANIAH AND SAID, “TAKE THIS BACK TO THE ONE WHO SENT YOU, WITH THIS MESSAGE: PEACE TO YOU AND TO YOUR TOWN! THIS IS THE REASON THAT I CAME; TO SUFFER ON BEHALF OF THIS WORLD, AND TO RISE AGAIN AND RAISE THE FATHERS. HOW BLESSED YOU ARE FOR BELIEVING IN ME, FOR CONCERNING ME IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN, ‘THOSE WHO HAVE SEEN ME WILL NOT BELIEVE IN ME,’ AND, ‘THOSE WHO NEVER SAW ME WILL BELIEVE AND LIVE.’ NOW CONCERNING THAT PART OF 300 YOUR LETTER REQUESTING THAT I COME TO YOU. I NEED TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT I MUST COMPLETE MY MISSION IN THIS LAND, AND AFTERWARD BE TAKEN UP TO HIM WHO SENT ME. BUT AFTER I HAVE PASSED INTO THE HEAVENS, I WILL SEND THADDEUS, A DISCIPLE OF MINE, TO BE WITH YOU. HE WILL HEAL YOUR ILLNESS, OPEN UP YOUR EYES, GUIDE YOU INTO ALL TRUTH, AND BRING YOU LIFE-- ALONG WITH THE PEOPLE OF YOUR TOWN.” AND AFTER RECEIVING HANANIAH, ABGAR FELL DOWN AND WORSHIPED THE IMAGE, AND HIS DISEASE VANISHED BEFORE THADDEUS ARRIVED. THE PASSOVER PREPARATIONS (MATT 26:17-20; MARK 14:12-17; LUKE 22:7-16, 24-30; GEB 7, QUOTE BY EPIPHANIUS, HERESIES 30.22) LARGE UPPER ROOM, JERUSALEM THEN CAME THE DAY OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, UPON WHICH, THE CUSTOM IS THAT THE PASSOVER LAMB MUST BE SACRIFICED. THE DISCIPLES DREW NEAR TO JESUS, AND HE SAID, “CLEARLY I’VE NOT LOOKED FORWARD TO EATING THIS PASSOVER MEAT WITH YOU IN ITS EVERY ASPECT, HAVE I?” AND HE SENT OUT TWO OF HIS DISCIPLES, PETER AND JOHN, SAYING, “GO AND READY THE PASSOVER MEAL FOR US, THAT WE MIGHT EAT.” AND THEY ASKED HIM, “WHERE WOULD YOU HAVE US MAKE IT FOR YOU?” GO TO A CERTAIN MAN IN TOWN. AND BEHOLD, EVEN AS YOU ARE ENTERING THE CITY, A MAN CARRYING A PITCHER OF WATER WILL MEET YOU. FOLLOW HIM INTO THE HOUSE HE ENTERS. THEN YOU WILL SAY TO THE ONE IN CHARGE OF THE HOUSE THAT HE GOES INTO, ‘THE MASTER SAYS TO YOU, “MY TIME IS AT HAND. MY DISCIPLES AND I WILL KEEP THE PASSOVER AT YOUR HOUSE. WHERE IS THE ROOM WHERE MY FOLLOWERS AND I WILL EAT THE PASSOVER MEAL?”’ THEN HE WILL SHOW YOU A LARGE UPPER ROOM WHICH HAS BEEN SPREAD OUT AND PREPARED. ARRANGE IT FOR US IN THAT PLACE.” SO, THE DISCIPLES WENT INTO THE CITY AND FOUND THINGS EVEN AS HE HAD DESCRIBED IT TO THEM, SO THEY READIED THE PASSOVER THERE. THAT EVENING, JESUS ARRIVED WITH THE TWELVE. AND WHEN THE TIME HAD COME, HE SAT AT TABLE WITH THE TWELVE APOSTLES. THEN HE EXPLAINED, “I HAVE LONGED TO EAT THIS PASSOVER WITH YOU BEFORE MY SUFFERING, INASMUCH AS I SAY TO YOU THAT I WILL IN NO WAY EAT OF IT UNTIL THE TIME COMES WHEN IT IS FULFILLED IN GOD’S KINGDOM.” AND A DISPUTE BROKE OUT AMONG THEM AS TO WHICH OF THEM WOULD BE THE GREATEST. AT THAT POINT HE SAID TO THEM, “THE KINGS OF THE GENTILES 301 LORD IT OVER THEM, AND THE ONES WHO ARE OVER THESE ARE CALLED ‘BENEFACTORS.’ YET THAT IS NOT HOW IT WILL BE WITH YOU. LET THE ONE WHO IS GREATER AMONG YOU BE EVEN AS THE LESSER, AND THE ONE WHO RULES AS THE ONE WHO SERVES. FOR WHICH IS THE GREATER, THE ONE SEATED OR THE ONE SERVING? IS IT NOT THE ONE WHO SITS? EVEN SO, I AM HERE WITH YOU AS ONE WHO SERVES. YOU ARE THE ONES WHO HAVE STAYED WITH ME THROUGH MY ORDEALS, AND I AM PASSING A KINGDOM ON TO YOU, EVEN AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS PASSED A KINGDOM ON TO ME, THAT YOU MIGHT EAT AND DRINK AT MY TABLE IN THE KINGDOM. THEN YOU WILL SIT ON THRONES, JUDGING THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL.” JESUS WASHES THE FEET OF THE DISCIPLES (JOHN 13:1-20) THE UPPER ROOM, JERUSALEM NOW JESUS KNEW PRIOR TO THE PASSOVER FEAST THAT THE TIME HAD COME FOR HIM TO LEAVE THIS WORLD AND RETURN TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND OUT OF LOVE FOR HIS OWN WHO WERE IN THE WORLD, HE PROVED TO THEM THE EXTENT THEREOF. AT THE TIME THAT THE SUPPER WAS BEING SERVED, THE DEVIL HAD ALREADY PLACED IN JUDAS ISCARIOT, THE SON OF SIMON, THE RESOLVE TO BETRAY HIM. JESUS WAS AWARE THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAD PLACED ALL THINGS INTO HIS HANDS, AND THAT HE HAD COME FROM GOD AND WAS ON HIS WAY BACK TO HIM. SO, HE ROSE UP FROM THE DINNER TABLE, LAID DOWN HIS OUTER GARMENT, TOOK A TOWEL AND WRAPPED IT AROUND HIMSELF. THEN HE POURED WATER INTO A BASIN AND STARTED WASHING OFF AND WIPING DRY THE FEET OF THE APOSTLES USING THE TOWEL WITH WHICH HE HAD GIRT HIMSELF. WHEN HE GOT TO SIMON PETER, HE ASKED HIM, “LORD, ARE YOU GOING TO WASH MY FEET?” JESUS REPLIED, “YOU DO NOT YET RECOGNIZE WHAT I’M DOING TO YOU, BUT IT WILL COME TO YOU AT A LATER TIME.” “YOU WILL NEVER WASH MY FEET!” PETER INSISTED. “WERE I NOT TO WASH YOUR FEET,” SAID JESUS, “YOU WOULD HAVE NO PORTION WITH ME.” “LORD,” SIMON PETER ANSWERED HIM, “NOT MY FEET ONLY, BUT MY HANDS AND MY HEAD AS WELL!” JESUS REPLIED, “ONCE A MAN HAS BEEN CLEANSED, HE NEEDS ONLY TO HAVE HIS FEET WASHED OFF, OTHERWISE HE IS CLEAN ALL OVER. AND YOU ARE ALL CLEAN. WELL, NOT ALL OF YOU.” (YOU SEE, HE KNEW WHO WAS ABOUT TO BETRAY HIM, AND THAT IS WHY HE SAID TO THEM, “NOT ALL OF YOU ARE CLEAN.”) SO, AFTER HE HAD WASHED THEIR FEET AND PUT HIS CLOTHES BACK ON, HE 302 WENT AND SAT BACK DOWN AGAIN. AT THAT POINT HE SAID TO THEM, “HAVE YOU ANY IDEA WHAT I’VE DONE FOR YOU? YOU REFER TO ME AS ‘THE MASTER’ AND ‘THE TEACHER,’ AND WHAT YOU SAY IS INDEED THE TRUTH, FOR TRULY THAT IS WHAT I AM. SO, IF I, THE ‘MASTER’ AND THE ‘TEACHER’ HAVE WASHED OFF YOUR FEET, THEN YOU SHOULD WASH EACH OTHER’S FEET. I HAVE LEFT YOU AN EXAMPLE, THAT YOU MAY DO EVEN AS I HAVE DONE FOR YOU. TRULY, TRULY, DO I SAY TO YOU THAT A SERVANT IS NOT ABOVE HIS MASTER, NOR IS THE ONE WHO IS SENT GREATER THAN THE ONE WHO SENT HIM. IF YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD THESE TRUTHS, YOU WOULD DO WELL TO PUT THEM TO USE. I AM NOT REFERRING TO ALL OF YOU: I KNOW THE ONES WHOM I HAVE CHOSEN. BUT IT IS TO SATISFY THE SCRIPTURE THAT READS, ‘THE ONE EATING MY BREAD HAS RAISED HIS HEEL AGAINST ME.’ I AM SPEAKING TO YOU FROM THIS AGE SO THAT WHEN IT COMES ABOUT, YOU WILL BELIEVE THAT I AM. MOST ASSUREDLY I SAY TO YOU, ANYONE WHO RECEIVES THE ONE THAT I SEND TO THEM IS RECEIVING ME, AND THE ONE WHO RECEIVES ME IS ALSO RECEIVING THE ONE WHO SENT ME.” JESUS IDENTIFIES JUDAS AS HIS BETRAYER (MATT 26:21-25; MARK 14:18-21; LUKE 22:21-23; JOHN 13:21-30) THE UPPER ROOM, JERUSALEM AND HIS SPIRIT WRENCHED AS HE SPOKE THESE THINGS. “BUT LOOK,” HE SAID AS THEY WERE LYING THERE AND EATING, “THE HAND OF MY BETRAYER IS ON THE TABLE WITH MINE! I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, ONE OF YOU EATING HERE WITH ME IS GOING TO BETRAY ME.” HIS FOLLOWERS WERE SADDENED AND STARTED LOOKING TO ONE ANOTHER, UNCERTAIN AS TO WHICH OF THE DISCIPLES HE HAD MEANT. THEN THEY BEGAN TO DELIBERATE AMONG THEMSELVES AS TO WHICH OF THEM IT MIGHT BE WHO INTENDED TO DO THIS. AND ONE AFTER ANOTHER THEY STARTED ASKING HIM, “LORD, IS IT ME?” NOW ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES, THE ONE WHOM JESUS LOVED, WAS LEANING AGAINST HIS BREAST. SIMON PETER MOTIONED TO THIS DISCIPLE, SEEKING AN ANSWER AS TO WHICH OF THEM HE WAS REFERRING TO. HE THEREFORE LEANED AGAINST THE BREAST OF JESUS AND ASKED, “WHO IS IT, LORD?” AND JESUS REPLIED, “IT IS TRULY ONE OF THE TWELVE: THE ONE WHO DIPS HIS HAND IN THE BOWL WITH MINE; THE ONE TO WHOM I WILL GIVE THIS PIECE OF BREAD AFTER I HAVE DRENCHED IT. FOR TRULY THE SON OF MAN IS TO GO PRECISELY AS IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN ABOUT HIM; IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHAT HAS BEEN PRESCRIBED FOR HIM. EVEN SO, WOE BETIDE THAT MAN BY WHOM THE SON OF MAN WILL BE BETRAYED. IT 303 WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER FOR HIM HAD HE NEVER BEEN BORN.” SO, HE DIPPED THE BREAD AND GAVE IT TO JUDAS ISCARIOT, THE SON OF SIMON. THEN JUDAS, HIS BETRAYER, SAID TO HIM, “SURELY IT IS NOT ME IS IT, RABBI?” JESUS REPLIED, “YOU HAVE SAID IT YOURSELF.” THEN, AFTER THE SOP, SATAN ENTERED INTO JUDAS, SO JESUS SAID TO HIM, “DO AS YOU’VE RESOLVED WITHOUT DELAY.” BUT NONE OF THE ONES LYING THERE HAD ANY IDEA AS TO WHY HE HAD SPOKEN THIS TO HIM. SOME IMAGINED THAT BECAUSE JUDAS WAS IN CHARGE OF THE MONEY BAG, THAT JESUS HAD SAID TO HIM, “BUY THE THINGS WE WILL NEED FOR THE FEAST,” OR THAT HE SHOULD GIVE SOMETHING TO THE POOR. SO HE WENT OUT AFTER RECEIVING THE BREAD, AND IT WAS NIGHT. LOVE ONE ANOTHER (JOHN 13:31-35; GHB 7 QUOTE BY JEROME, COMMENTARY ON EPHESIANS 3, REGARDING EPHESIANS 5:4; QUOTE BY JEROME, ON ISAIAH 11.2) THE UPPER ROOM, JERUSALEM SO AFTER JUDAS HAD LEFT THAT PLACE, JESUS SAID, “NOW THE SON OF MAN IS PREPARED FOR GLORIFICATION, AND THROUGH HIM WILL GOD BE GLORIFIED. AND IF GOD IS SET TO BE GLORIFIED THROUGH THE SON OF MAN, THEN GOD HIMSELF WILL GLORIFY HIM; AND HOW SUDDENLY WILL HE DO SO! DEAREST CHILDREN, I WILL ONLY BE WITH YOU A LITTLE WHILE LONGER. AND EVEN AS I HAVE SAID TO THE JEWS, SO NOW DO I SAY TO YOU; YOU WILL GO LOOKING FOR ME, BUT NOT BE ABLE TO FOLLOW ME TO WHERE I GO. I AM PASSING A NEW COMMANDMENT ON TO YOU: THAT YOU SHOULD LOVE ONE ANOTHER, EVEN AS I HAVE LOVED YOU. NEVER THINK OF YOURSELF AS TRULY FULFILLED UNTIL YOU CAN LOOK UPON YOUR BROTHER WITH LOVE. IT IS AMONG THE GREATEST OF SINS TO SADDEN THE SPIRIT OF A BROTHER. IF YOU SHOULD SHOW LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER, THEN EVERYONE WILL RECOGNIZE YOU AS MY DISCIPLES.” JESUS PREDICTS PETER’S DENIALS (MATT 26:31-35; MARK 14:27-31; LUKE 22:31-38; JOHN 13:36-38; BARNABAS7:11B) UPPER ROOM, JERUSALEM SIMON PETER ASKED HIM, “LORD, WHERE ARE YOU GOING?” JESUS ANSWERED, “YOU CANNOT FOLLOW ME THERE JUST YET, BUT EVENTUALLY YOU WILL.” THEN JESUS REVEALED TO THEM, “ALL OF YOU WILL STUMBLE TONIGHT ON MY ACCOUNT, FOR IT IS WRITTEN, ‘I WILL STRIKE DOWN THE SHEPHERD AND THE 304 SHEEPFOLD, WILL SCATTER.’ BUT AFTER I HAVE BEEN RAISED UP, I WILL TRAVEL ON AHEAD OF YOU INTO GALILEE.” “LORD,” ASKED PETER, “WHY CAN’T I JUST FOLLOW YOU NOW?” “SIMON, SIMON, SATAN HAS REQUESTED THAT ALL OF YOU BE DELIVERED UP SO THAT HE MIGHT SIFT YOU AS WHEAT. THOSE WHO WISH TO SEE ME AND TAKE HOLD OF MY KINGDOM MUST RECEIVE ME IN SUFFERINGS AND TRIALS. BUT I HAVE INTERCEDED ON YOUR BEHALF, THAT YOUR FAITH MIGHT FAIL YOU NOT. AND AFTER YOUR CONVERSION, STRENGTHEN YOUR BRETHREN.” AND PETER REPLIED, SAYING, “LORD, I AM READY TO GO TO PRISON WITH YOU-- AND EVEN TO MY DEATH! EVEN IF EVERYONE ELSE SHOULD FALL AWAY ON YOUR ACCOUNT, I NEVER WILL. I WILL LAY DOWN MY LIFE FOR YOU.” THEN JESUS SAID, “WILL YOU REALLY LAY DOWN YOUR LIFE FOR ME? FOR I AM TELLING YOU TRULY, PETER, THIS VERY DAY, BEFORE THE COCK CROWS TWICE, YOU WILL DISOWN ME THREE TIMES, DENYING EVEN THIS VERY NIGHT THAT YOU KNOW ME.” BUT PETER SPOKE THE MORE VEHEMENTLY, “EVEN IF IT MEANS THAT I MUST DIE, I WILL BY NO MEANS DENY YOU.” AND ALL OF THE OTHER DISCIPLES SPOKE LIKEWISE TO HIM. AND HE ASKED THEM, “WHEN I SENT YOU OUT WITHOUT BAG OR WALLET OR SANDALS, WERE YOU EVER IN WANT FOR ANYTHING?” “NOT A THING,” THEY SAID. “BUT NOW,” HE CONTINUED, “LET WHOEVER HAS A BAG OR A WALLET TAKE IT WITH THEM, AND LET ONE WHO HAS NO SWORD SELL HIS ROBE AND PURCHASE ONE. I AM TELLING YOU THAT WHAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN, ‘AND HE WAS COUNTED AMONG THE LAWLESS ONES,’ MUST BE COMPLETED IN ME. YOU SEE, EVERYTHING THAT PERTAINS TO ME IS ABOUT TO BE FULFILLED.” THEN THEY SAID, “LOOK, THERE ARE TWO SWORDS RIGHT HERE!” AND HE SAID TO THEM, “THESE WILL SUFFICE.” THE BREAD AND THE CUP (MATT 26:26-29; MARK 14:22-25; LUKE 22:17-20) THE UPPER ROOM, JERUSALEM AND AFTER HE HAD TAKEN THE CUP, HE BLESSED IT AND SAID, “TAKE THIS AND DIVIDE IT AMONG YOURSELVES. FOR I AM TELLING YOU THAT I WILL NOT DRINK OF THE FRUIT OF THE VINE UNTIL THE KINGDOM OF GOD ARRIVES.” AND AS THEY WERE EATING, JESUS TOOK A LOAF, BLESSED IT AND BROKE IT. THEN HE GAVE SOME TO EACH OF HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING, “TAKE THIS NOW AND EAT OF IT, FOR THIS IS MY BODY, WHICH IS OFFERED UP ON YOUR BEHALF. DO THIS TO BRING ABOUT MY REMEMBRANCE.” AFTER THE SUPPER, HE TOOK THE CUP AS HE HAD BEFORE, BLESSED IT AND OFFERED IT TO THEM, SAYING, “ALL OF YOU, 305 DRINK OF IT.” AND THE DISCIPLES DRANK THEREFROM. “THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT WHICH IS IN MY BLOOD, WHICH IS POURED OUT FOR YOUR SAKES (AND) MANY OTHERS; THAT THE SINS OF THE MANY MIGHT BE FORGIVEN. I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, I WILL NOT AGAIN DRINK OF THE FRUIT OF THE VINE UNTIL SUCH TIME AS I DRINK IT AGAIN WITH YOU IN MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM, THE KINGDOM OF GOD. THE FAREWELL DISCOURSE: THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE (JOHN 14:1-31) THE UPPER ROOM, JERUSALEM “DO NOT LET YOUR HEARTS BE MOVED. BELIEVE IN GOD AND BELIEVE IN ME. MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] HOME HAS MANY DWELLINGS. I WOULD HAVE TOLD YOU IF IT WERE NOT TRUE. I AM GOING TO READY A PLACE FOR YOU, AND IF I GO TO MAKE A PLACE FOR YOU, THEN I WILL COME AND TAKE YOU TO MYSELF, THAT YOU MAY ALSO BE WHERE I AM. AND YOU KNOW THE WAY TO WHERE I GO.” THOMAS SAID, “LORD, WE DO NOT KNOW WHERE YOU ARE GOING, SO HOW ARE WE TO KNOW THE WAY?” JESUS REPLIED, “I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE! NO ONE GETS TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] EXCEPT THROUGH ME! IF ONLY YOU HAD KNOWN ME, THEN YOU WOULD HAVE KNOWN THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. FROM THIS TIME FORWARD, YOU HAVE BOTH KNOWN HIM AND SEEN HIM.” PHILIP SAID, “LORD, REVEAL THE FATHER [STEPHEN] TO US AND THAT WILL BE ENOUGH FOR US.” “HAVE I BEEN WITH YOU SO LONG NOW, PHILIP,” JESUS ASKED HIM, “AND DO YOU STILL NOT SEE ME FOR WHO I AM? THE ONE WHO SEES ME IS SEEING THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. DO YOU NOT BELIEVE THAT I AM WITHIN THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS WITHIN ME? THE VERY WORDS THAT I SPEAK TO YOU DO NOT COME FROM ME, BUT FROM MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO LIVES IN ME. ALL THE WORKS ARE DONE BY HIM! BELIEVE ME WHEN I SAY THAT I AM WITHIN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS WITHIN ME. IF INDEED BY NOTHING ELSE, THEN BELIEVE IT THROUGH THE WORKS THEMSELVES. ASSUREDLY I SAY TO YOU, THE ONE WHO PUTS HIS TRUST IN ME WILL DO THE SAME THINGS THAT I DO. INDEED, HE WILL DO EVEN GREATER THINGS THAN THESE BECAUSE I GO TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. MOREOVER, I WILL BRING TO PASS ALL THAT YOU MIGHT ASK IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] MIGHT BE GLORIFIED THROUGH HIS SON. IF YOU SHOULD ASK ANYTHING IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], I WILL DO IT FOR YOU. “IF YOU LOVE ME, YOU WILL KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS. AND I WILL BESEECH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND ANOTHER WILL HE SEND TO YOU; A COMFORTER WHO 306 WILL SPEND FOREVER WITH YOU. THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, WHICH THE WORLD CANNOT RECEIVE, SINCE IT NEITHER PERCEIVES IT, NOR EVEN KNOWS OF IT. BUT YOU DO KNOW IT BECAUSE IT REMAINS AMONG YOU AND WILL BE WITHIN YOU. I WILL NOT LEAVE YOU ORPHANED HERE, I AM COMING BACK TO YOU. ONLY A LITTLE WHILE LONGER AND THE WORLD WILL SEE ME NO MORE. EVEN SO, YOU WILL SEE ME; FOR BECAUSE I AM ALIVE, SO ALSO WILL YOU COME ALIVE. WHEN THAT DAY COMES, YOU WILL RECOGNIZE THAT I AM WITHIN MY FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THAT YOU ARE WITHIN ME AND THAT I AM WITHIN YOU. THE ONE WHO LOVES ME IS THE ONE WHO RECEIVES MY WORDS AND KEEPS TO THEM. AND WHOEVER LOVES ME WILL BE LOVED BY MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. I WILL ALSO LOVE THAT MAN AND REVEAL MYSELF TO HIM.” JUDAS, NOT ISCARIOT, ASKED HIM, “LORD, IN WHAT WAY WILL YOU REVEAL YOURSELF TO US WITHOUT REVEALING YOURSELF TO THE REST OF THE WORLD?” JESUS ANSWERED HIM, SAYING, “IF ANYONE LOVES ME, HE WILL KEEP MY WORD; AND MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL LOVE HIM TOO, AND WE WILL COME TO HIM AND MAKE OURSELVES A HOME WITH HIM, BUT THE ONE WHO DOES NOT LOVE ME DOES NOT KEEP MY WORDS; AND THE WORD THAT YOU HEAR IS NOT MY OWN, BUT COMES FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT ME HERE. I SPOKE THESE THINGS TO YOU IN THE TIME THAT I WAS WITH YOU. BUT THAT ADVOCATE, THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL SEND YOU IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WILL BRING ALL THINGS TO LIGHT FOR YOU, AND CAUSE YOU TO REMEMBER ALL THAT I HAVE SPOKEN TO YOU. I LEAVE YOU NOW IN PEACE, AND PEACE IS WHAT I GIVE TO YOU. I DO NOT GIVE TO YOU AS THE WORLD GIVES. HAVE NO FEAR, NEITHER LET YOUR HEARTS BE MOVED. YOU HAVE HEARD ME SAY, ‘I AM GOING HOME AND I WILL COME AGAIN TO YOU.’ HAD YOU LOVED ME, YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN GLAD TO HEAR ME SAY, ‘I AM GOING TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN].’ THE FATHER [STEPHEN], YOU SEE, IS GREATER THAN I AM. I HAVE SPOKEN THIS TO YOU NOW, BEFORE IT HAPPENS, SO THAT WHEN IT DOES HAPPEN, YOU MIGHT BELIEVE IT. I WILL NOT SPEAK MUCH FROM THIS TIME FORTH BECAUSE THE RULER OF THIS WORLD IS ON HIS WAY, AND HE HAS NO INHERITANCE WITH ME. NEVERTHELESS, THE LOVE THAT I HAVE FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN] MUST BE SHOWN BY MY DOING AS HE HAS BIDDEN ME. RISE UP NOW, AND LET’S MOVE ON! 307 I AM THE TRUE VINE (JOHN 15:1-17) JERUSALEM “I AM THE TRUE VINE AND MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IS THE VINEDRESSER. HE REMOVES EVERY UNFRUITFUL BRANCH THAT IS WITHIN ME, AND PRUNES EACH ONE THAT DOES BRING FORTH, THAT IT MAY PRODUCE EVEN MORE FRUIT. YOU HAVE BEEN PRUNED ALREADY, ON ACCOUNT OF THE WORD I HAVE SPOKEN TO YOU. REMAIN WITHIN ME, WITH ME THERE INSIDE OF YOU. JUST AS THE BRANCH, APART FROM THE VINE, CANNOT BEAR ANY FRUIT ON ITS OWN, NEITHER CAN YOU UNLESS YOU SHOULD REMAIN IN ME. I AM THE VINE AND YOU ARE THE BRANCHES. WHOEVER REMAINS IN ME, THEREFORE, WITH ME INSIDE OF HIM, WILL BRING FORTH AN ABUNDANCE OF FRUIT; BECAUSE APART FROM ME YOU CAN DO NOTHING AT ALL. UNLESS A MAN REMAINS IN ME, HE IS THROWN AWAY LIKE A WITHERED BRANCH. THEY GATHER AND TOSS THEM INTO THE FLAMES, AND IN THAT PLACE THEY ALL WILL BURN. IF YOU REMAIN WITHIN ME AND MY WORDS REMAIN WITHIN YOU, THEN YOU CAN ASK FOR WHATEVER YOU WISH--YOU WILL RECEIVE IT! MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IS GLORIFIED IN THIS: THAT YOU SHOULD BRING FORTH FRUIT IN ABUNDANCE, AND THEREBY SHOW YOUR DISCIPLESHIP. AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS LOVED ME, SO ALSO HAVE I LOVED YOU. THEREFORE, YOU MUST REMAIN IN MY LOVE. AND IF YOU SHOULD KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, YOU WILL TRULY REMAIN IN MY LOVE, EVEN AS I HAVE KEPT THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND REMAINED IN HIS LOVE. I HAVE SAID THESE THINGS TO YOU SO THAT YOU MIGHT LIVE IN MY LOVE A BRIM WITH ALL JOY. THIS IS MY COMMAND TO YOU: YOU MUST SHOW LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER EVEN AS I HAVE SHOWN LOVE FOR YOU. NO ONE HAS A GREATER LOVE THAN THIS: THAT ONE WOULD GIVE HIS OWN LIFE FOR THE SAKE OF HIS FRIENDS. YOU ARE MY FRIENDS IF YOU DO AS I’VE INSTRUCTED YOU. NO LONGER DO I CALL YOU SERVANTS, BECAUSE THE SERVANT IS NOT PRIVY TO THE AFFAIRS OF HIS MASTER. BUT I HAVE CALLED YOU MY FRIENDS, BECAUSE I HAVE PASSED ALL THAT I HAVE HEARD FROM MY FATHER [STEPHEN] ON TO YOU. YOU HAVE NOT CHOSEN ME, BUT I HAVE CHOSEN YOU, THAT YOU MIGHT GO AND BRING FORTH FRUIT, AND THAT YOUR FRUIT MIGHT ENDURE, SO THAT WHATEVER YOU SHOULD ASK OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], HE MIGHT GIVE IT TO YOU. THIS IS MY COMMAND TO YOU: SHOW LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER. 308 OPPOSITION (JOHN 15:18-27) JERUSALEM “IF YOU ARE HATED BY THE WORLD, UNDERSTAND THAT IT HATED ME BEFORE IT HATED YOU. HAD YOU BEEN OF THE WORLD, THE WORLD WOULD HAVE LOVED YOU AS ITS OWN. YOU, HOWEVER, ARE NOT OF THIS WORLD. RATHER, I HAVE CHOSEN YOU FROM OUT OF THIS WORLD, AND THIS IS WHY THE WORLD CAN’T ACCEPT YOU. RECALL THE WORDS THAT I SPOKE TO YOU: ‘A SERVANT IS NOT GREATER THAN HIS MASTER.’ IF THEY PERSECUTED ME, THEY WILL PERSECUTE YOU TOO. IF THEY HAD KEPT MY WORD, THEY WOULD KEEP YOURS TOO. BUT THEY WILL DO ALL THESE THINGS TO YOU IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], SINCE THEY DO NOT KNOW THE ONE WHO SENT ME. HAD I NOT COME AND SPOKEN TO THEM, THEY WOULD NOT BE GUILTY OF SIN. BUT NOW THEY HAVE NO EXCUSE FOR THEIR SIN. WHOEVER HATES ME HATES MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. HAD I NOT DONE WORKS AMONG THEM THAT NO ONE ELSE HAD EVER DONE, THEY WOULD NOT BE GUILTY OF SIN. BUT THESE HAVE NOT JUST SEEN THESE WORKS, BUT HAVE ALSO DESPISED BOTH MY FATHER [STEPHEN] AND MYSELF. THIS, HOWEVER, HAS COME TO PASS IN ORDER TO FULFILL WHAT WAS WRITTEN IN THEIR LAW: ‘THEY HAVE HATED ME FOR NO GOOD CAUSE.’ AND WHEN THE HELPER COMES, THAT SPIRIT OF TRUTH [JOHN 4:23-24] THAT I WILL SEND YOU FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN], IT WILL BEAR ME OUT ON THIS. IT WILL BEAR YOU OUT ON THIS AS WELL, SINCE YOU’VE BEEN WITH ME FROM THE START. “I AM GOING TO THE ONE WHO SENT ME” (JOHN 16:1-33) JERUSALEM “I HAVE SPOKEN ALL OF THIS TO YOU TO KEEP YOU FROM BEING ENSNARED. THEY WILL FORCE YOU OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUE. INDEED, THE TIME WILL COME WHEN EVERYONE WHO MURDERS YOU WILL IMAGINE THAT THEY ARE DOING GOD SOME KIND OF SACRED SERVICE. AND THE REASON THAT THEY DO THESE THINGS IS BECAUSE THEY HAVE NEVER KNOWN ME, NOR EVER HAVE THEY KNOWN MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. NEVERTHELESS, I HAVE SPOKEN THESE THINGS TO YOU SO THAT WHEN THE TIME DOES COME, YOU MIGHT CALL TO MIND THAT I SAID THEM. I NEVER TOLD YOU THESE THINGS BEFORE BECAUSE I WAS STILL WITH YOU. “BUT NOW I AM OFF TO HIM WHO SENT ME, YET NOT ONE OF YOU IS ASKING ME, ‘WHERE ARE YOU GOING?’ YOUR HEARTS HAVE INSTEAD GROWN SORROWFUL OVER THE WORDS I’VE SPOKEN. EVEN SO, I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, IT WILL 309 WORK TO YOUR ADVANTAGE IF I DO GO AWAY, BECAUSE IF I WERE NOT TO GO, THE COMFORTER WOULD NOT COME TO YOUR AID. BUT IF I DO GO, I WILL SEND IT TO YOU. AND WHEN IT DOES COME, IT WILL PROVE THE WORLD WRONG ABOUT SIN AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AND JUDGMENT AS WELL. CONCERNING SIN, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO FAITH IN ME; CONCERNING RIGHTEOUSNESS, BECAUSE I AM GOING TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND YOU WILL SEE ME NO LONGER; AND CONCERNING JUDGMENT, BECAUSE THE RULER OF THIS WORLD HAS BEEN CONDEMNED. I HAVE MANY THINGS TO TEACH YOU STILL, BUT YOU CANNOT BEAR THEM AT THIS TIME. BUT WHEN IT DOES COME, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, I MEAN, IT WILL LEAD YOU INTO EVERY TRUTH. YOU SEE, IT WILL NOT BE SPEAKING ON ITS OWN, BUT ONLY WHAT IT HEARS, AND IT WILL FILL YOU IN ON THINGS TO COME. IT WILL GLORIFY ME BY DRAWING ON WHAT IS MINE AND GIVING IT TO YOU. ALL THAT BELONGS TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ALSO BELONGS TO ME, AND THIS IS WHY I SAID TO YOU THAT IT TAKES ALL THAT BELONGS TO ME AND PASSES IT ON TO YOU.” THE FAREWELL PRAYER (JOHN 17:1-26; VSS. FOLLOWING JOHN 17:26 IN CODEX EVANGELII JOHANNEI PARISII IN SACRO TEMPLARIORUM TABULARIO ASSERVATUS; PSEUDO-CYPRIAN, AGAINST DICE-THROWERS 3; FRAGMENT FROM THE STRASBOURG COPTIC PAPYRUS) JERUSALEM AND WHEN JESUS HAD SPOKEN THESE THINGS, HE LIFTED HIS EYES TOWARD HEAVEN AND SAID, “FATHER [STEPHEN], THE TIME HAS COME TO GLORIFY YOUR SON, THAT HE MIGHT ALSO BRING YOU GLORY. FOR YOU HAVE GIVEN HIM POWER OVER ALL FLESH, TO GRANT LIMITLESS LIFE TO ALL THAT YOU HAVE GIVEN HIM. AND NEVERENDING LIFE IS THIS: THAT THEY MIGHT COME TO KNOW YOU, THE ONLY TRUE GOD, AND JESUS CHRIST, THE ONE YOU HAVE SENT. I HAVE BROUGHT YOU GLORY HERE ON EARTH BY FINISHING ALL THAT YOU GAVE ME TO DO. AND NOW, FATHER [STEPHEN], GLORIFY ME WITH THE MAJESTY THAT I SHARED WITH YOU BEFORE THE WORLD WAS MADE. I HAVE REVEALED YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] TO THOSE THAT YOU GAVE TO ME FROM OUT OF THE WORLD. ALL OF THEM BELONGED TO YOU, AND YOU HAVE GIVEN THEM TO ME, AND THEY HAVE TRULY KEPT YOUR WORD. NOW THEY HAVE RECEIVED ASSURANCES THAT WHAT YOU HAVE GIVEN ME IS INDEED FROM YOU. FOR I HAVE PASSED THE WORDS THAT YOU GAVE ME ON TO THEM, AND THEY HAVE ACCEPTED THEM, KNOWING FOR SURE THAT I CAME FROM YOUR SIDE, AND BELIEVING THAT YOU HAVE SENT ME. I AM PRAYING FOR THE SAKE OF THESE. I 310 AM NOT PRAYING ON BEHALF OF THIS WORLD, BUT FOR THE SAKE OF THE ONES THAT YOU HAVE GIVEN ME, FOR ALL OF THEM BELONG TO YOU. AND ALL THAT I HAVE BELONGS TO YOU, AND WHAT IS YOURS IS MINE AS WELL. AND I HAVE BEEN GLORIFIED THROUGH THEM. I AM NO LONGER IN THIS REALM, BUT THESE ARE TO REMAIN BEHIND AS I COME TO YOU. HOLY FATHER [STEPHEN], WATCH OVER THOSE YOU HAVE GIVEN TO ME IN YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THAT THEY MIGHT BECOME ONE, EVEN AS WE ARE ONE. WHILE I WAS WITH THEM IN THIS WORLD, I KEPT THEM IN YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. I WATCHED OVER THOSE THAT YOU GAVE TO ME, AND NOT ONE OF THEM WAS LOST EXCEPT FOR THAT SON OF DEVASTATION, THAT THE SCRIPTURE MIGHT BE FULFILLED. AND NOW I’M COMING BACK TO YOU, HAVING SPOKEN THESE THINGS IN THE WORLD, THAT MY JOY MIGHT BE FULFILLED IN THEM. I HAVE PASSED YOUR WORD ON TO THEM, AND THE WORLD HAS DESPISED THEM, SINCE THEY ARE NOT OF THIS WORLD, EVEN AS I AM NOT OF THIS WORLD. I AM NOT ASKING YOU TO RELEASE THEM FROM THIS REALM, BUT THAT YOU MIGHT GUARD THEM AGAINST ALL EVIL. THEY ARE NO MORE OF THIS WORLD THAN I AM. SANCTIFY THEM IN YOUR TRUTH. YOUR WORD IS TRUTH. I HAVE SENT THEM OUT INTO THE WORLD EVEN AS YOU HAVE SENT ME INTO THE WORLD. AND I SANCTIFY MYSELF FOR THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT BE SANCTIFIED THROUGH THE TRUTH. NOT THAT I PRAY FOR THESE ALONE, BUT ALSO FOR THOSE WHO WILL COME TO BELIEVE IN ME THROUGH THEIR TESTIMONY, THAT THEY MIGHT ALL BECOME ONE, EVEN AS YOU, FATHER [STEPHEN] ARE WITHIN ME, AND I AM WITHIN YOU. THIS IS SO THAT THEY MIGHT BE WITHIN US, THAT THE WORLD MAY COME TO KNOW THAT YOU HAVE SENT ME. AND I HAVE GIVEN THEM THE SAME GLORY THAT YOU GAVE TO ME, THAT THEY MAY BE ONE, EVEN AS WE ARE ONE--‘I AM’ IN THEM, AND ‘YOU ARE’ IN ME, THAT THEY MIGHT ALL BE MADE PERFECT IN THE ‘ONE’--AND THAT THEY MIGHT RECOGNIZE WHILE IN THIS WORLD THAT YOU HAVE SENT ME, AND THAT YOU HAVE LOVED THEM IN THE SAME WAY THAT YOU HAVE LOVED ME. FATHER [STEPHEN], I TRULY WISH FOR THOSE THAT YOU HAVE GIVEN ME TO COME OVER TO WHERE I AM, THAT THEY MIGHT EXPERIENCE MY GLORY, WHICH YOU GAVE TO ME, BECAUSE YOU LOVED ME BEFORE THE WORLD EVER WAS. HOLY FATHER [STEPHEN], TRULY THE WORLD NEVER DID KNOW YOU, BUT I DO KNOW YOU, AND THESE ALL KNOW THAT YOU HAVE SENT ME. I HAVE MADE YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] KNOWN TO THEM, AND I WILL AGAIN MAKE IT KNOWN, SO THAT IN THESE MIGHT DWELL THE SAME LOVE WITH WHICH YOU HAVE LOVED ME, AND THAT I MIGHT REMAIN IN THEM. STRENGTHEN ME NOW WITH YOUR POWER, SO THAT WITH ME THEY MIGHT 311 ENDURE THE WORLD. AMEN. I HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE SCEPTER OF THE KINGDOM. ALL OF THESE HAVE BEEN DESPISED--AND SINCE THEY WERE LOWLY, THEY WERE NEVER RECOGNIZED. THROUGH YOU, OH FATHER [STEPHEN], HAVE I TAKEN MY PLACE AS KING. YOU WILL PLACE ALL THINGS INTO MY HANDS. AND NOW I WILL REVEAL MYSELF TO YOU IN THE FULLNESS OF MY GLORY, AND MAKE KNOWN TO YOU THE SCOPE OF YOUR AUTHORITY, TOGETHER WITH THE SECRET OF YOUR APOSTLESHIP.” THEN, WITH UPLIFTED HANDS, JESUS SAID TO HIS FOLLOWERS, “BEHOLD, THE TIME FOR ME TO DRINK THE CUP FROM WHICH MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS GIVEN ME TO DRINK HAS COME. I AM OFF TO MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT ME HERE, SO I WILL REMIND YOU ONE LAST TIME: I AM SENDING YOU OUT, SO DO AS I’VE INSTRUCTED YOU. PASS WHAT I HAVE TAUGHT YOU ON TO OTHERS, SO THAT THE WHOLE WORLD MIGHT COME TO RECEIVE IT, AND SO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT. THE SINS OF THOSE THAT YOU FORGIVE WILL BE FORGIVEN, AND THE SINS OF THOSE YOU DO NOT FORGIVE WILL REMAIN UNFORGIVEN. HEAR WHAT I HAVE SAID TO YOU: I DO NOT COME FROM THIS WORLD. THE COMFORTER [JOHN 4:23-24] IS WITH YOU NOW, SO TEACH THROUGH THE AUTHORITY OF THE ADVOCATE. I AM SENDING YOU OUT AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS SENT ME. DO NOT SADDEN THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT IS LIVING WITHIN YOU. DO NOT QUENCH THE LIGHT THAT IS SHINING WITHIN YOU. THIS IN TRUTH I SWEAR TO YOU, THAT I AM NOT OF THIS WORLD. JOHN WILL ACT AS YOUR FATHER UNTIL HE COMES TO ME IN PARADISE.” THEN HE SANCTIFIED THEM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. THE PARTING HYMN AND DANCE (ACJN 94-97A) JERUSALEM NOW PRIOR TO BEING ARRESTED BY THE UNGOVERNABLE JEWS WHO RECEIVED THEIR LAW THROUGH THE LAWLESS SERPENT, HE GATHERED US ALL TOGETHER AND SAID, “BEFORE I AM HANDED UP TO THEM, LET US SING A HYMN TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND VENTURE FORTH TO WHAT LIES AHEAD.” SO, HE HAD US FORM A CIRCLE TOGETHER AND HOLD HANDS WITH ONE ANOTHER. AND HE STOOD AT THE CENTER AND SAID, “ANSWER ME, ‘AMEN.’” AND HE SANG A HYMN, WHICH WENT LIKE THIS: 312 “GLORY TO YOU, FATHER [STEPHEN]!” AND THOSE OF US ENCIRCLING HIM ANSWERED, “AMEN!” “GLORY TO YOU WORD! GLORY TO YOU, GRACE!” “AMEN!” “GLORY TO YOU, GRACE! GLORY TO YOU, HOLY ONE! GLORY EVEN UNTO GLORY!” “AMEN!” “OH FATHER [STEPHEN], HOW WE GIVE YOU PRAISE! WE THANK YOU, LIGHT, WHEREIN NO DARKNESS DWELLS.” “AMEN!” “NOW I WILL EXPLAIN TO YOU WHY WE ARE GIVING THANKS: I WILL BE DELIVERED, AND I WILL DELIVER.” “AMEN!” “I WILL BE FREED, AND I WILL SET FREE.” “AMEN!” “I WILL BE WOUNDED, AND I WILL WOUND.” “AMEN!” “I WILL BE BORN, AND I WILL BRING FORTH.” “AMEN!” “I WILL CONSUME, AND I WILL BE CONSUMED.” “AMEN!” “I WILL HEAR, AND I WILL BE HEARD.” “AMEN!” “I WILL BE UNDERSTOOD, BEING UNDERSTANDING ITSELF.” “AMEN!” “I WILL BE CLEANSED, AND I WILL CLEANSE.” “AMEN!” THE DANCE OF GRACE: “I WILL PIPE. ALL OF YOU DANCE!” “AMEN!” “I WILL GRIEVE. ALL OF YOU MOURN!” “AMEN!” “THE EIGHTFOLD POWER HAS JOINED US IN SONG!” “AMEN!” “THE TWELFTH IN NUMBER IS DANCING ON HIGH!” “AMEN!” “IT IS FOR THE ALL TO DANCE UP IN THE HEIGHTS!” “AMEN!” “ALL OF THOSE WHO DO NOT DANCE, DO NOT KNOW WHAT IS TAKING PLACE!” “AMEN!” “I WILL FLEE, AND I WILL STAY!” “AMEN!” “I WILL BEAUTIFY, AND I WILL BE BEAUTIFIED!” “AMEN!” “I WILL BE UNITED, AND I WILL UNIFY!” “AMEN!” “I HAVE NO HOUSE, YET I HAVE MANY HOUSES!” “AMEN!” “I HAVE NO PLACE, YET I HAVE MANY PLACES!” “AMEN!” “I HAVE NO TEMPLE, YET I HAVE MANY TEMPLES!” “AMEN!” “I AM A LAMP TO ALL WHO LOOK ON ME!” “AMEN!” “I AM A MIRROR TO ALL WHO KNOW ME!” “AMEN!” “I AM A DOOR FOR ALL WHO KNOCK ON ME!” “AMEN!” “I AM A PATH FOR ALL WHO TRAVEL.” “AMEN!” “NOW IF YOU RESPOND TO MY DANCE, SEE YOURSELF AS WITHIN ME WHO 313 SPEAKS. AND WHEN YOU SEE THE THINGS I DO, KEEP MY MYSTERIES TO YOURSELVES. THOSE OF YOU WHO DANCE WITH ME, CONSIDER MY ACTIONS CAREFULLY, FOR IT IS FOR YOU TO SUFFER THE PASSION OF MANKIND, WHICH CORRESPONDS TO MY OWN SUFFERING. YOU SEE, YOU COULD NEVER HAVE UNDERSTOOD YOUR OWN AFFLICTION WITHOUT REALIZING THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS SENT ME TO YOU AS THE WORD. THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE SEEN MY ACTIONS AS SUFFERING HAVE NOT STOOD FIRM, BUT YOU HAVE INSTEAD BEEN MOVED. YOU HAVE ME TO REST UPON AS YOU MOVE TOWARD WISDOM; REST UPON ME! AFTER I DEPART FROM YOU, YOU WILL COME TO SEE ME AS I AM! I AM NOT AS I NOW SEEM TO YOU. AT THE TIME THAT YOU COME FORTH, YOU WILL SEE ME AS I TRULY AM. HAD YOU KNOWN WHAT YOUR PASSION WOULD ENTAIL, YOU COULD HAVE AVOIDED IT ALTOGETHER. LEARN THEREFORE THE WAY TO SUFFER, AND YOU WILL GAIN POWER OVER YOUR SUFFERING. I WILL TEACH YOU WHAT YOU DO NOT KNOW. I AM YOUR GOD, AND NOT THAT OF THE BETRAYER. IT IS MY WILL THAT HOLY SOULS SHOULD JOIN WITH MINE. LISTEN TO THE WORD OF WISDOM! SAY AGAIN WITH ME. ‘GLORY TO YOU, FATHER [STEPHEN]! GLORY TO YOU, WORD! GLORY TO YOU, HOLY SPIRIT!’ AS FOR MYSELF, IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE ME AS I TRULY WAS, I MADE ALL THINGS A LAUGHINGSTOCK BY MEANS OF THE WORD. BY NO MEANS WAS I PUT TO SHAME, BUT INSTEAD I JUMPED FOR JOY! BUT YOU MUST COME TO SEE THE GREATER VISION, AND ONCE YOU HAVE GRASPED IT, THEN YOU MUST GO ON TO PROCLAIM, ‘GLORY TO YOU, FATHER [STEPHEN]!’” “AMEN!” AGONY IN THE GARDEN (MATT 26:30,36-46; MARK 14:26,32-42; LUKE 22:39-46; JOHN 18:3A) GETHSEMANE AND AFTER THE LORD JESUS HAD DANCED WITH US, SUNG [THE] HYMN AND GIVEN US THESE WORDS, HE CROSSED OVER THE BROOK OF KIDRON, EVEN AS HE OFTEN WOULD, TO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, WHERE THERE WAS A GARDEN KNOWN AS GETHSEMANE. THEN HE ENTERED INTO IT, AND THE DISCIPLES FOLLOWED HIM. “SIT HERE,” HE SAID, “WHILE I GO OVER THERE AND PRAY.” AND HE TOOK PETER WITH HIM THERE, ALONG WITH JAMES AND JOHN, THE TWO SONS OF ZEBEDEE. AND FEELINGS OF SORROW AND DREAD OVERWHELMED HIM. JESUS 314 THEN CONFESSED TO THEM, “MY SOUL IS NEAR TO DEATH FROM SORROW. REMAIN WITH ME AND STAY AWAKE!” AND HE WENT ON A LITTLE FARTHER, FELL TO HIS FACE ON THE GROUND AND PRAYED THAT IF IT COULD BE DONE, THE HOUR MIGHT PASS HIM BY. “ABBA, FATHER [STEPHEN], TAKE THIS CUP FROM ME IF YOU CAN. ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE WITH YOU, SO MAY YOU TAKE THIS CUP AWAY. NEVERTHELESS, NOT WHAT I WILL (OR) AS I WILL. RATHER, LET WHAT YOU WOULD HAVE HAPPEN, COME ABOUT AS YOU WOULD HAVE IT.” AN ANGEL THEN APPEARED FROM HEAVEN AND STRENGTHENED HIM. AND IN ANGUISH OF SPIRIT, HE PRAYED THE MORE FERVENTLY. AND HIS SWEAT WAS AS DROPS OF BLOOD FALLING TO THE GROUND. HE THEN AROSE FROM THE PRAYER AND RETURNED TO THE DISCIPLES. HE FOUND THEM LYING THERE ASLEEP, OVERCOME BY SORROW. “SIMON,” HE QUESTIONED PETER, “WHY ARE YOU SLEEPING? COULD YOU NOT STAY AWAKE WITH ME A SINGLE HOUR? ARISE! SHAKE OFF YOUR SLUMBER AND PRAY THAT YOU DO NOT GIVE WAY TO TEMPTATION. FOR THE SPIRIT IS TRULY WILLING, BUT THE FLESH IS WEAK.” HE WENT OVER AND PRAYED THE SAME PRAYER A SECOND TIME, SAYING, “MY FATHER [STEPHEN], IF IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO REMOVE THIS CUP WITHOUT MY DRINKING IT, LET YOUR WILL BE DONE.” WHEN HE RETURNED, HE AGAIN FOUND THEM LYING THERE ASLEEP, THEIR EYES HAVING GROWN QUITE HEAVY. THEY DID NOT KNOW HOW TO ANSWER HIM. SO HE LEFT THEM THERE AND WENT BACK AND PRAYED THE SAME WORDS A THIRD TIME. NOW JUDAS, HIS BETRAYER, KNEW ABOUT THIS LOCATION, SINCE JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES HAD GATHERED THERE ON MANY OCCASIONS. SO JUDAS TOOK CHARGE OF THE BAND OF SOLDIERS, THE OFFICERS OF THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE PHARISEES, AND HEADED TO THAT PLACE AS WELL. THEN JESUS RETURNED THE THIRD TIME TO HIS DISCIPLES AND SAID, “SLEEP ON THEN, AND TAKE YOUR REST. ENOUGH OF THIS! THE HOUR IS NEAR, (AND INDEED) HAS COME. THE SON OF MAN IS ABOUT TO BE GIVEN OVER TO REPROBATES. LET US ALL GET UP AND GO, FOR MY BETRAYER IS APPROACHING!” THE ARREST (MATT 26:47-56; MARK 14:43-52; LUKE 22:47-53:JOHN 18:2-12A) GETHSEMANE AND EVEN AS HE WAS SPEAKING, JUDAS, ONE OF THE TWELVE SHOWED UP, 315 AND WITH HIM WAS A GREAT MULTITUDE SENT FROM THE CHIEF PRIESTS, THE SCRIBES, AND THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE, ALL OF WHOM HE WAS LEADING THERE. THEY WERE CARRYING TORCHES AND LANTERNS, AND WERE FITTED OUT WITH SWORDS AND CLUBS AS WEAPONS. NOW THE TRAITOR HAD WORKED OUT A SIGNAL WITH THEM: “THE ONE TO WHOM I WILL SHOW AFFECTION IS HE. ARREST HIM, THEREFORE, AND TAKE HIM AWAY UNDER GUARD.” AND GOING OVER TO JESUS, HE SAID, “RABBI, REJOICE!” HE WENT UP TO HIM TO GIVE HIM A KISS, BUT JESUS SIMPLY QUESTIONED HIM: “JUDAS, IS IT WITH A KISS THAT YOU BETRAY THE SON OF MAN? MY FRIEND, DO WHAT YOU HAVE COME TO DO.” AND JUDAS KISSED HIM. NOW JESUS, AWARE OF ALL THAT WAS ABOUT TO HAPPEN TO HIM, CAME RIGHT OUT AND ASKED THEM, “WHOM DO YOU SEEK?” AND THEY RESPONDED, “JESUS THE NAZARENE.” AND HE REPLIED, “I AM.” NOW JUDAS, THE ONE WHO HAD BETRAYED HIM, WAS ALSO THERE AND STANDING BESIDE THEM. SO WHEN HE ANSWERED THEM, “I AM,” THEY ALL FLEW BACK AND HIT THE GROUND. SO HE ASKED THEM ONCE AGAIN, “WHOM DO YOU SEEK?” AND THEY REPLIED, “JESUS THE NAZARENE.” JESUS SAID TO THEM, “I HAVE ANSWERED YOU ALREADY: I AM. SO IF YOU ARE AFTER ME, THEN LET THESE OTHERS GO.” THIS TOOK PLACE TO FULFILL THE PROPHECY THAT SAYS, “I DID NOT LOSE EVEN ONE OF THOSE YOU GAVE TO ME.” WHEN JESUS’ FOLLOWERS SAW WHAT WAS ABOUT TO HAPPEN, THEY ASKED, “LORD, ARE WE SUPPOSED TO STRIKE THEM DOWN WITH THESE SWORDS?” AT THAT MOMENT THE SOLDIERS GRABBED HOLD OF JESUS AND PLACED HIM UNDER ARREST. JUST THEN, ONE OF JESUS’ COMPANIONS, SIMON PETER, WHO WAS STANDING NEARBY CARRYING A SWORD, REACHED FOR IT, DREW IT OUT AND STRUCK THE SERVANT OF THE HIGH PRIEST--WHOSE NAME WAS MALCHUS-- CUTTING OFF HIS RIGHT EAR. BUT JESUS SAID TO PETER, “PUT YOUR SWORD BACK IN ITS SHEATH! BEHOLD, EVERYONE WHO LIVES BY THE SWORD ALSO DIES BY THE SWORD. DO YOU NOT UNDERSTAND THAT I COULD CALL UPON MY FATHER [STEPHEN]? HE WOULD IMMEDIATELY PLACE TWELVE LEGIONS OF ANGELS AT MY DISPOSAL! HOW THEN WOULD THE SCRIPTURES THAT SAID THAT IT MUST BE THIS WAY EVER BE SATISFIED? SHOULD I REFUSE TO DRINK THE CUP THAT WAS GIVEN TO ME BY MY FATHER [STEPHEN]? ENOUGH OF THIS!” AND HE HEALED HIS EAR WITH JUST A TOUCH. AT THAT POINT, JESUS SAID TO THE CROWD--THE CHIEF PRIESTS, THE OFFICERS OF THE TEMPLE GUARD, AND THE ELDERS, WHO HAD COME FOR HIM--“HAVE YOU COME 316 TO ARREST ME AS AGAINST A BANDIT; BRANDISHING THESE SWORDS AND CLUBS? I WAS WITH YOU EVERY DAY, SITTING AND TEACHING IN THE TEMPLE, AND YOU NEVER LAID HANDS ON ME TO TAKE ME THEN. BUT THE SCRIPTURES MUST BE SATISFIED. ALL OF THIS HAS COME TO PASS TO FULFILL THE WRITINGS OF THE PROPHETS. BUT THIS IS YOUR TIME; WHEN DARKNESS REIGNS.” THEN EVERYONE, (INCLUDING) THE DISCIPLES, ABANDONED HIM AND RAN AWAY. THEN THE BAND, ITS COMMANDER, AND THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS GRABBED JESUS AND BOUND HIM UP. NOW A CERTAIN YOUNG MAN, WHO WAS WEARING NOTHING BUT A LINEN SHEET DRAPED AROUND HIS NAKED BODY, WAS FOLLOWING AFTER JESUS. AS SOON AS THEY LAID HOLD OF HIM, HE LEFT HIS LINEN SHEET BEHIND AND RAN AWAY WEARING NOTHING AT ALL. 317 PASSION 1 PROLOGUE TO THE ACTS OF PONTIUS PILATE (ALSO KNOWN AS THE GOSPEL OF NICODEMUS) JERUSALEM? {I AM ANANIAS, AN OFFICER OF THE PRAETORIAN GUARD. AND AS ONE WHO IS WELL-VERSED IN THE LAW, I LEARNED OF JESUS CHRIST THROUGH THE HOLY WRITINGS, WHICH I READ WITH AN UNWAVERING TRUST, AND WAS DEEMED WORTHY TO RECEIVE HOLY BAPTISM. AND I LOOKED HIGH AND LOW FOR REPORTS THAT HAD BEEN MADE BY THE JEWS, WHO DURING AND AFTER THE TIME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, HAD WRITTEN THEM UNDER ORDERS FROM PONTIUS PILATE HIMSELF. I FOUND THESE ACCOUNTS WRITTEN IN THE ORIGINAL HEBREW DURING THE SEVENTEENTH YEAR OF OUR EMPEROR FLAVIUS THEODOSIUS, THE SIXTH YEAR OF THE NINTH INDICTION OF THE NOBILITY OF FLAVIUS VALENTINIANUS, AND HAVE TRANSLATED THEM INTO GREEK BOTH TO PLEASE GOD AND TO ENLIGHTEN ALL WHO CALL UPON THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. FOR THIS VERY REASON, ALL OF YOU WHO READ THIS ACCOUNT AND COPY IT INTO OTHER BOOKS, THINK OF ME AND PRAY ON MY BEHALF, THAT GOD MIGHT BE KINDLY DISPOSED TOWARD ME AND FORGIVE ALL OF THE SINS THAT I HAVE COMMITTED AGAINST HIM. PEACE TO ALL WHO READ THIS BOOK AND COME TO HEAR WHAT IT HAS TO SAY, AND TO THOSE WHO SERVE THEM AS WELL. AMEN. NOW THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT NICODEMUS RECORDED WITH REGARD TO THE DEEDS OF THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE REST OF THE JEWS AFTER THE LORD HAD SUFFERED ON THE CROSS. HE HANDED THEM OVER ON THE TWENTY-FIFTH OF MARCH, FOUR YEARS INTO THE TWO HUNDRED AND SECOND OLYMPIAD, EIGHT DAYS PRIOR TO THE MONTH OF APRIL. THIS SAME NICODEMUS, DURING THE NINETEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF EMPEROR TIBERIUS OF ROME, TRANSLATED THESE ACCOUNTS INTO THE HEBREW TONGUE. THIS COINCIDES WITH THE NINETEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HEROD, KING OF GALILEE, WHICH WAS DURING THE CONSULATE OF RUFUS AND RUBELLIO, WHEN THE JEWISH HIGH PRIEST WAS JOSEPH CAIAPHAS.} 318 JESUS BEFORE THE SANHEDRIN (JOHN 18:12-14, 19-24; MATT 26:57-68; MARK 14:53-65; LUKE 22:63-71; POXY 1224:4) JERUSALEM TOGETHER, THE SOLDIERS, THE CAPTAIN OF THE THOUSAND, AND THE OFFICERS SEIZED JESUS, TIED HIM UP, AND LED HIM AWAY TO ANNAS FIRST, SINCE HE WAS FATHER-IN-LAW TO CAIAPHAS, THAT YEAR’S HIGH PRIEST. CAIAPHAS, YOU SEE, WAS THE ONE WHO HAD COUNSELED THE JEWS, “BETTER THAT ONE MAN SHOULD DIE THAN THE ENTIRE NATION.” THE HIGH PRIEST THEN EXAMINED JESUS WITH REGARD TO HIS STUDENTS AND HIS TEACHING. “I SPOKE PLAINLY AND OPENLY BEFORE THE WORLD,” JESUS REPLIED. “I WAS FOREVER IN THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE TEMPLE, SPEAKING WHERE THE JEWS PERPETUALLY CONVENE. I NEVER SPOKE ANYTHING IN SECRET, SO WHY ARE YOU INTERROGATING ME? WHY NOT ASK THE ONES WHO HEARD ME TEACH WHAT I SAID?” AND WHEN HE HEARD THIS, ONE OF THE OFFICERS STANDING NEARBY STRUCK JESUS AND SHOUTED, “IS THIS THE WAY YOU ANSWER THE HIGH PRIEST?” “IF I SPOKE AMISS,” JESUS REPLIED, “KINDLY TELL ME WHERE I MISSPOKE, BUT IF I SPOKE THE TRUTH, HOW CAN YOU JUSTIFY HITTING ME?” SO ANNAS FORWARDED HIM TO CAIAPHAS, THE HIGH PRIEST. THOSE ARRESTING JESUS SEIZED HIM AND LED HIM AWAY STILL BOUND INTO THE HOUSE OF THE HIGH PRIEST CAIAPHAS, WHERE ALL OF THE CHIEF PRIESTS, TEACHERS OF THE LAW, AND ELDERS HAD GATHERED TOGETHER. THE HIGH-RANKING PRIESTS AND THE ENTIRE SANHEDRIN WERE LOOKING FOR FALSE TESTIMONY TO USE AGAINST JESUS IN ORDER TO BRING ABOUT HIS EXECUTION. BUT EVEN THOUGH MANY PRETENDERS STEPPED UP AND PUT FORTH FALSE STATEMENTS ABOUT HIM, THEY WERE UNABLE TO PRODUCE ANY. THEIR STORIES, YOU SEE, DID NOT AGREE WITH ONE ANOTHER. THEN AT LAST TWO ROSE TO THEIR FEET, CAME FORWARD AND HURLED THIS FALSE ACCUSATION AGAINST HIM: “BOTH OF US HEARD HIM SAY, ‘I CAN (AND) WILL DESTROY THIS TEMPLE THAT WAS BUILT THROUGH MANUAL LABOR, AND IN THREE DAYS RAISE UP IN ITS PLACE ONE NOT MADE WITH THE HANDS OF MEN.’” BUT EVEN THE TESTIMONIES OF THESE TWO WERE NOT IN PERFECT ACCORD. THEN THE HIGH PRIEST STOOD UP IN THE SIGHT OF ALL AND EXAMINED JESUS: “ARE YOU NOT GOING TO RESPOND? WHAT CAN ALL OF THE THINGS THAT THESE MEN HAVE TESTIFIED AGAINST YOU POSSIBLY MEAN? <WHAT ARE YOU 319 TRYING TO PROVE BY> NOT ANSWERING? WHAT ARE YOU REPUDIATING, ANYWAY? WHAT IS THIS NEW DOCTRINE THEY CLAIM THAT YOU TEACH? WHAT IS THIS BRAND NEW MESSAGE THAT YOU ARE PREACHING? EXPLAIN <IT TO US> AND <WE WILL LISTEN.>” BUT JESUS HELD HIS PEACE AND GAVE NO RESPONSE. ONCE AGAIN THE HIGH PRIEST EXAMINED HIM: “I ORDER YOU TO SWEAR BY THE LIVING GOD: TELL US PLAINLY, ARE YOU THE MESSIAH, THE SON OF THE HOLY GOD?” “INDEED I AM,” ANSWERED JESUS. “THIS IS WHAT YOU SAY YOURSELVES! AND TO ALL OF YOU I SAY THAT ONE DAY YOU ARE GOING TO SEE THE SON OF MAN COMING FROM THE SKY ON CLOUDS, SEATED TO THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER.” THEN THE HIGH PRIEST RIPPED HIS CLOTHING. “HIS WORDS ARE BLASPHEMOUS!” HE ARGUED. THEN HE SAID, “WHAT NEED HAVE WE OF FURTHER WITNESSES? LISTEN UP, NOW THAT YOU HAVE HEARD HIS BLASPHEMY, ARE YOU READY TO RENDER YOUR VERDICT?” “HE OUGHT TO BE PUT TO DEATH!” THEY ALL REPLIED. SO EACH OF THEM PASSED SENTENCE AGAINST HIM AS ONE DESERVING THE DEATH PENALTY. THEN SOME OF THE MEN GUARDING JESUS STARTED TAUNTING HIM: THEY BLINDFOLDED HIM, SPIT INTO HIS FACE, BEAT HIM, AND PUNCHED HIM WITH THEIR FISTS. STILL OTHERS SLAPPED HIM AND DEMANDED: “HEY, CHRIST, WHY NOT PROPHESY TO US! WHICH OF US PUNCHED YOU?” THEN THE OFFICERS TOOK HIM AND DRUBBED HIM. PETER’S DENIALS (MATT 26:58, 69-75; MARK 14:54, 66-72; LUKE 22:54B-62; JOHN 18:15-18, 25-27; ACPT 7) JERUSALEM SIMON PETER AND ANOTHER DISCIPLE WERE FOLLOWING AFTER JESUS. NOW BECAUSE THE HIGH PRIEST KNEW ABOUT THIS FOLLOWER, HE WENT AHEAD AND ACCOMPANIED JESUS INTO THE COURTYARD OF THE HIGH PRIEST, BUT PETER HAD TO WAIT OUTSIDE AT THE DOOR. THE OTHER DISCIPLE, THE ONE THAT THE HIGH PRIEST KNEW ABOUT, RETURNED AND SPOKE TO THE GIRL WHO WAS POSTED THERE AND BROUGHT PETER IN WITH HIM. BUT PETER FOLLOWED AT A DISTANCE ALL THE WAY TO THE COURT OF THE HIGH PRIEST. BUT AFTER SOME PEOPLE HAD GOTTEN A FIRE GOING IN THE MIDST THEREOF, AND ALL OF THEM HAD SEATED THEMSELVES AROUND IT, PETER WENT RIGHT IN AND SAT DOWN ALONGSIDE THEM TO SEE HOW THINGS WOULD TURN OUT, AND HE BASKED IN THE WARMTH OF THE FIRE. NOW PETER WAS SITTING THERE OPENLY, AND A SERVANT GIRL SPOTTED HIM 320 SITTING IN THE FIRELIGHT BELOW. AND AFTER LOOKING AT HIM CLOSELY SHE SAID, “THIS MAN WAS WITH HIM.” THEN ONE OF THE SERVANTS OF THE HIGH PRIEST, THE GIRL WHO WAS ASSIGNED TO THE DOOR, CAME UP TO HIM AND LOOKED HIM OVER CAREFULLY. “YOU WERE RIGHT AT THE SIDE OF THAT NAZARENE, JESUS OF GALILEE,” SHE ACCUSED HIM. “YOU ARE ANOTHER OF THAT MAN’S FOLLOWERS, AREN’T YOU?” BUT HE DENIED JESUS BEFORE THEM ALL, SAYING, “I AM NOT! NOT ONLY DO I NOT KNOW HIM, LADY, BUT I DO NOT SO MUCH AS KNOW OR UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU ARE SAYING!” AND HE SLIPPED AWAY TO ANOTHER SPOT OVER BY THE ENTRANCE, AND THE COCK CROWED. NOW THE SERVANTS AND OFFICIALS WERE KEEPING WARM TOGETHER AROUND A FIRE THEY HAD KINDLED ON ACCOUNT OF THE CHILL, AND PETER STOOD RIGHT THERE WARMING HIMSELF ALONGSIDE THEM. AND AGAIN ANOTHER SERVANT GIRL SAW HIM THERE AND INFORMED THOSE WHO WERE STANDING NEARBY, “THIS MAN WAS WITH JESUS OF NAZARETH. HE IS ONE OF THEM!” AND A LITTLE WHILE LATER, AS SIMON PETER STOOD BASKING IN THE WARMTH, SOMEONE ELSE ACCUSED HIM, “YOU ARE ASSUREDLY ANOTHER OF HIS STUDENTS.” “MISTER,” PETER ANSWERED, “I AM NOT!” “YOU MOST CERTAINLY ARE!” AND HE DENIED IT AGAIN WITH AN OATH: “I DO NOT EVEN KNOW THAT MAN!” AND ABOUT AN HOUR OR SO AFTER THAT, ANOTHER ONE OF THEM AFFIRMED, “THERE CAN BE NO QUESTION, THIS MAN HAD TO HAVE BEEN WITH HIM, FOR HE IS A GALILEAN.” AND A SHORT TIME LATER, THOSE WHO WERE STANDING NEARBY WENT UP TO PETER AND SAID, “YOU HAVE GOT TO BE ONE OF THEM! BEHOLD, YOUR GALILEAN ACCENT GIVES YOU AWAY.” AND PETER ANSWERED HIM, “MISTER, I DO NOT KNOW WHAT YOU ARE SAYING!” ONE OF THE SERVANTS OF THE HIGH PRIEST, SOMEONE RELATED TO THE MAN WHOSE EAR PETER HAD CUT OFF, DEMANDED, “DID I NOT SEE YOU IN THE GARDEN WITH HIM?” AND ONCE AGAIN PETER DENIED IT, CALLING ALL MANNER OF CURSES DOWN UPON HIMSELF. AND HE OFFERED THIS TESTIMONY BEFORE THEM ALL: “I DON’T EVEN KNOW THIS MAN THAT YOU’RE TALKING ABOUT!” AND RIGHT THEN, EVEN AS HE WAS SAYING ALL OF THIS, THE COCK CROWED A SECOND TIME. THEN THE LORD TURNED AND LOOKED AT PETER. THEN PETER CALLED TO MIND THE WORD THAT THE LORD HAD SPOKEN TO HIM, “TODAY, BEFORE THE COCK CROWS TWICE, YOU WILL DENY ME THREE TIMES.” AND AFTER THINKING IT THROUGH, HE WENT OUT AND STARTED SOBBING BITTERLY. PRECIOUS BROTHERS, I DENIED OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST NOT ONCE, BUT 321 THREE TIMES. STILL, ALL OF THOSE WHO CORNERED ME WERE VICIOUS DOGS, AS THE LORD’S PROPHET HAD FORETOLD. EVEN SO, THE LORD DID NOT HOLD IT AGAINST ME. NOT AT ALL, BUT OUT OF HIS COMPASSION FOR THE WEAKNESS OF MY FLESH, HE TURNED AND LOOKED AT ME, PROMPTING ME TO POUR FORTH BITTER TEARS. AND I DEEPLY REGRETTED MY LACK OF FAITH; HOW COULD I HAVE BEEN SO TAKEN IN BY THE DEVIL AS TO TURN MY BACK ON MY LORD’S WORD? YOU MEN AND BROTHERS WHO ARE GATHERED TOGETHER IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], I AM TELLING YOU NOW THAT SATAN, THAT DECEIVER, ALSO SHOOTS HIS ARROWS AT YOU, THAT HE MIGHT LEAD YOU ALL ASTRAY. NEVER BE WANTING FOR FAITH, MY BROTHERS, NOR EVER WAVER IN YOUR MIND. YOU OUGHT INSTEAD TO STRENGTHEN YOURSELVES. SHOW SOME RESOLVE AND DO NOT DOUBT. FOR IF SATAN WAS ABLE TO UNDERMINE AND BRING DOWN SOMEONE LIKE MYSELF, WHOM THE LORD REGARDED SO HIGHLY, EVEN TO THE POINT WHERE I DENIED THE LIGHT OF MY HOPE, CONVINCING ME TO BACK DOWN AS THOUGH THE ONE I BELIEVED IN WERE SOME MERE MORTAL, WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE THAT HE WILL DO TO YOU WHO ARE NEW TO THIS? DO YOU THINK THAT HE WILL NOT TEAR YOU DOWN AND TURN YOU INTO ENEMIES OF GOD’S KINGDOM, DRAGGING YOU ALL DOWN TO DESTRUCTION? EVERYONE HE MANAGES TO ROB OF HIS ASSURANCE IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, YOU SEE, BECOMES FOREVERMORE A CHILD OF DESTRUCTION. THEREFORE, MY BROTHERS--THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CHOSEN BY THE LORD--TURN YOURSELVES AROUND AND BE SECURELY FOUNDED ON THE LORD ALMIGHTY, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHOM NO ONE HAS EVER SEEN, NOR INDEED CAN ANY BEHOLD WHOSE FAITH IS NOT IN HIM. RECOGNIZE WHERE THIS SEDUCTION THAT HAS LURED YOU CAME FROM. YOU SEE, I DID NOT COME TO CONVINCE YOU WITH MERE WORDS THAT THE ONE I PREACH TO YOU IS THE MESSIAH, BUT THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS TO URGE YOU ON INSTEAD BY SUPERNATURAL POWERS AND DEEDS. LET NONE OF YOU HOLD OUT FOR ANY OTHER ‘SAVIOR’ BESIDES HIM WHO WAS DESPISED, WHOM THE JEWS ASSAILED; THIS NAZARENE WHO WAS CRUCIFIED, AND DIED, AND ROSE AGAIN ON THE THIRD DAY. JESUS CONDEMNED BY THE SANHEDRIN (MATT 27:1, 2A; MARK 15:1A; LUKE 22:66-23:1B) JERUSALEM AT DAYBREAK ON THE FOLLOWING MORNING, THE CHIEF PRIESTS, THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE, AND THE TEACHERS OF THE LAW CONVENED FOR THE SOLE 322 PURPOSE OF SEEING TO THE EXECUTION OF JESUS. SO THEY LED HIM OFF TO THEIR SANHEDRIN, WHERE THEY EXAMINED HIM, “IF YOU REALLY ARE THE MESSIAH, THEN WHY NOT COME RIGHT OUT AND TELL US.” “IF I WERE TO TELL YOU THAT,” JESUS RESPONDED, “YOU WOULD NOT BELIEVE ME, AND IF I WERE TO ASK IT OF YOU, YOU WOULD NOT GIVE ME ANY ANSWER, NEITHER WOULD YOU LET ME GO. FROM THIS TIME FORWARD THE SON OF MAN WILL BE SEATED TO THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD’S STRENGTH.” “DO YOU CLAIM TO BE THE SON OF GOD?” THEY ALL DEMANDED. “IT IS BECAUSE I AM THAT YOU ARE ACCUSING ME OF IT,” HE RETORTED. THEN THEY SAID, “WHAT NEED HAVE WE OF FURTHER WITNESSES? WE HAVE HEARD IT OURSELVES FROM HIS VERY LIPS.” THEN THEY TIED HIM UP AND LED HIM OFF, AND THE COUNCIL STOOD TO THEIR FEET. JUDAS COMMITS SUICIDE (MATT 27:3-10; ACTS 1:18,19) JERUSALEM NOW WHEN JUDAS SAW THAT JESUS HAD BEEN CONDEMNED [DAMNED], HE BECAME VERY SORRY FOR HAVING BETRAYED HIM, SO HE RETURNED THE THIRTY SILVER COINS TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE ELDERS, CONFESSING, “I HAVE COMMITTED A SERIOUS OFFENSE: I HAVE BETRAYED INNOCENT BLOOD!” “WHAT IS THAT TO US?” THEY ASKED, “THAT WAS ALL YOUR OWN DOING!” SO, JUDAS THREW THE COINS INTO THE SANCTUARY AND WENT RIGHT OUT AND HANGED HIMSELF. AND HE DOVE HEAD FIRST; HIS BELLY SPLIT OPEN, AND OUT GUSHED HIS GUTS! NOW THIS MAN BOUGHT A FIELD WITH HIS EVIL REWARD; THE CHIEF PRIESTS PICKED THE COINS UP OFF OF THE FLOOR AND SAID, “SINCE THIS IS BLOOD MONEY IT CANNOT LAWFULLY BE PUT INTO THE TREASURY.” SO, THEY DECIDED TO SPEND THE MONEY ON A POTTER’S FIELD AND USE IT AS A CEMETERY FOR FOREIGNERS. AND EVERYONE WHO LIVED IN JERUSALEM HEARD ABOUT IT. AS A MATTER OF FACT, THE NAME OF THAT FIELD FOUND A PLACE IN THEIR TONGUE. “AKELDEMA,” MEANS “THE FIELD OF BLOOD,” AND THAT IS WHY IT IS CALLED “BLOOD FIELD” TO THIS VERY DAY. THEN WERE FULFILLED THE WORDS SPOKEN BY JEREMIAH THE PROPHET, “THEY ACCEPTED THE THIRTY SILVER COINS, THE PRICE THAT THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL HAD SET ON HIM, AND USED THEM TO PURCHASE THE POTTERS FIELD, EVEN AS THE LORD HAD ORDAINED FOR ME.” 323 THE JEWS ACCUSE JESUS BEFORE PILATE (MATT 27:2B; MARK 15:1B; LUKE 1B,2; JOHN 18:28-32; GNC 1:1-3:1) PALACE OF PONTIUS PILATE, JERUSALEM THEN, WHILE IT WAS STILL EARLY IN THE MORNING, THE JEWS LED JESUS AWAY FROM CAIAPHAS AND OVER TO THE PRAETORIUM, AND DELIVERED HIM UP TO PILATE THE GOVERNOR. NOW THEY ALL WANTED TO EAT THE PASSOVER MEAL, SO TO AVOID CEREMONIAL DEFILEMENT, THEY DID NOT GO IN. AND ANNAS, CAIAPHAS, SEMES, DATHAES, GAMALIEL, JUDAS, LEVI, NAPHTHALI, ALEXANDER, JAIRUS, AND ALL OF THE OTHER JEWS STARTED CHARGING JESUS WITH A WHOLE RANGE OF OFFENSES, SO PILATE WENT OUT TO THEM AND REQUESTED, “WHAT IS THE PRECISE CHARGE THAT YOU ARE BRINGING AGAINST HIM?” “WE WOULD NOT HAVE BROUGHT HIM HERE TO YOU,” THEY RESPONDED, “IF HE WERE NOT A CRIMINAL.” THEN THEY STARTED ACCUSING HIM, SAYING, “WE FOUND THIS MAN TO BE UNDERMINING OUR NATION; FORBIDDING THAT TAXES BE PAID TO CAESAR. WE KNOW FOR A FACT,” THEY INSISTED, “THAT THIS MAN IS THE SON OF JOSEPH THE CARPENTER AND THAT HE WAS BORN OF MARY; BUT HE CLAIMS TO BE THE MESSIAH, THE SON OF GOD, AND A KING AS WELL! AND AS IF THAT WERE NOT ENOUGH, HE DESECRATES THE SABBATH DAY AND SEEKS TO DO AWAY WITH THE LAW OF OUR FATHERS.” THEN PILATE QUESTIONED THEM, “AND WHAT THINGS DOES HE DO THAT SHOW HE WANTS IT DONE AWAY WITH?” “IN OUR LAW,” THE JEWS REPLIED, “IT SAYS THAT NO HEALING SHOULD BE DONE ON THE SABBATH. BUT THIS MAN, BY HIS EVIL WAYS, HAS HEALED THE LAME, THE CRIPPLED, THE WITHERED, THE BLIND, THE PARALYZED, THE DEAF, AND THE DEMON-POSSESSED--ALL UPON THE SABBATH DAY!” “AND IN WHAT WAY ARE THESE ACTIONS EVIL?” PILATE ASKED. “HE IS A SORCERER!” THEY RETORTED. “IT IS THROUGH NONE OTHER THAN BEELZEBUB THAT HE CASTS THE EVIL SPIRITS OUT. ALL OF THEM ARE AT HIS COMMAND.” “WHAT YOU SAY CANNOT BE TRUE!” PILATE REPLIED. “NO FILTHY SPIRIT CAN CAST OUT ANOTHER; ONLY THE GODS CAN DO THAT.” “YOUR EXCELLENCY,” THE JEWS BID PILATE, “WE IMPLORE YOU; PLEASE TAKE HIM AND TRY HIM YOURSELF BEFORE YOUR COURT.” AND PILATE CALLED THEM NEAR AND ASKED, “SINCE I AM BUT A GOVERNOR, KINDLY EXPLAIN TO ME HOW I AM SUPPOSED TO INTERROGATE A KING?” “NOW HOLD ON RIGHT THERE!” THEY SAID. “WE NEVER SAID THAT HE WAS A KING. ONLY THAT HE CLAIMS TO BE 324 ONE!” THEN PILATE CALLED HIS MESSENGER OVER AND DIRECTED HIM, “GIVE JESUS A PROPER ESCORT INTO THIS PLACE.” SO THE MESSENGER WENT RIGHT OUT. AND AS SOON AS HE SAW THAT HE WAS THE CHRIST, THE MESSENGER WORSHIPED HIM. THEN HE TOOK HIS CLOAK IN HAND AND SPREAD IT OUT ON THE GROUND BELOW. THEN THE MAN ADDRESSED HIM THUS, “LORD, THE GOVERNOR IS SUMMONING YOU, SO PLEASE PASS ACROSS THIS AS YOU ENTER.” BUT WHEN THE JEWS SAW HOW THE MESSENGER HAD ACTED, THEY DENOUNCED PILATE, DEMANDING, “WHY DID YOU SEND THIS HERALD OUT TO CALL HIM IN, AND NOT A BAILIFF INSTEAD? FOR AS SOON AS THIS MESSENGER LAID EYES ON HIM, HE WORSHIPED HIM, SPREADING HIS CLOAK UPON THE GROUND AND ASKING HIM TO WALK ACROSS IT AS THOUGH HE WERE SOME KIND OF KING!” THEN PILATE CALLED FOR THE MESSENGER AND QUESTIONED HIM, “WHY DID YOU SPREAD YOUR CAPE ON THE GROUND AND HAVE JESUS PASS OVER?” “LORD GOVERNOR,” REPLIED THE MESSENGER, “WHEN YOU SENT ME OVER TO ALEXANDER IN JERUSALEM, I SAW THIS MAN SEATED ON A DONKEY, AND THE CHILDREN OF THE HEBREWS WERE CARRYING BRANCHES IN THEIR HANDS AND MAKING A COMMOTION. AND OTHER PEOPLE WERE SPREADING THEIR OWN CLOTHES OUT BEFORE HIM AND PROCLAIMING, ‘YOU, WHO REST IN THE HIGHEST, RESCUE US NOW! PRAISES TO THE ONE WHO COMES BEARING THE LORD’S NAME!’” “THE CHILDREN OF THE HEBREWS WERE CRYING OUT IN HEBREW,” THE JEWS CALLED OUT TO THE MESSENGER, “SO HOW COULD YOU, WHO SPEAK GREEK, POSSIBLY HAVE UNDERSTOOD WHAT THEY SAID?” “I SIMPLY ASKED ONE OF THE JEWS,” THE MESSENGER REPLIED, “‘WHAT IS THIS THAT THEY ARE SHOUTING IN HEBREW?’ AND HE INTERPRETED IT FOR ME.” THEN PILATE DEMANDED, “AND JUST WHAT WERE THEY CRYING OUT IN HEBREW?” “HOSANNA MEMBROME BARUCHAMMA ADONAI,” THE JEWS ANSWERED. “AND JUST HOW DO ‘HOSANNA’ AND ALL OF THOSE OTHER WORDS TRANSLATE?” PILATE ASKED. “YOU WHO REST IN THE HIGHEST, RESCUE US NOW,” CONCEDED THE JEWS. “PRAISES TO THE ONE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH].” THEN PILATE ASKED THEM, “IF YOU ADMIT THAT THESE ARE THE WORDS THAT THE CHILDREN SPOKE, THEN WHY ARE YOU FAULTING THIS MESSENGER?” AND NONE OF THEM COULD SAY A THING. THEN THE GOVERNOR BID THE MESSENGER, “GO OUT AND BRING HIM BACK IN ANY WAY THAT YOU SEE FIT!” AT THIS, THE MESSENGER WENT RIGHT OUT AND DID AS HE HAD DONE BEFORE, SAYING TO JESUS, “LORD, THE 325 GOVERNOR IS SUMMONING YOU, PLEASE COME INSIDE.” AND AS HE WAS GOING IN, JESUS PASSED BY THE ENSIGNS WHO WERE HOLDING THE STANDARDS UP. THEN THE IMAGES AT THE TOPS OF THE STANDARDS STARTED OF THEMSELVES TO BOW DOWN AND WORSHIP HIM. AND WHEN THE JEWS SAW WHAT THOSE IMAGES HAD DONE, BOWING THEMSELVES IN WORSHIP TO JESUS, THEY CLAMORED AGAINST THE STANDARD BEARERS. BUT PILATE ASKED THEM, “ARE YOU NOT AMAZED THAT THE IMAGES BOWED DOWN AND WORSHIPED JESUS?” “WE SAW THE STANDARD BEARERS LOWERING THEM IN REVERENCE TO HIM!” THE JEWS ANSWERED PILATE. THEN THE GOVERNOR CALLED THE ENSIGNS OVER AND DEMANDED, “WHY HAVE YOU DONE THIS?” “WE ARE ALL GREEK,” THEY SAID, “AND SERVANTS OF THE TEMPLES. WHY WOULD WE WORSHIP HIM? WE WERE TRYING TO HOLD THE IMAGES UP, BUT THEY BOWED DOWN AND WORSHIPED HIM ON THEIR OWN.” THEN PILATE ORDERED THE SYNAGOGUE RULERS AND THE ELDERS: “PICK OUT SOME STRONG MEN TO SUPPORT THE STANDARDS, AND LET US ALL SEE IF THE IMAGES LOWER THEMSELVES THEN.” SO THE JEWISH ELDERS CHOSE THE TWELVE STRONGEST MEN AND HAD THEM HOLD THE STANDARDS UP, AND THEY STOOD, IN GROUPS OF SIX, BEFORE THE BAR OF THE GOVERNOR. AND PILATE INSTRUCTED THE MESSENGER, “WALK HIM OUT OF THE PRAETORIUM, AND COME BACK IN WITH HIM ANY WAY THAT YOU LIKE.” JESUS AND THE MESSENGER THEN LEFT THE HALL. THEN PILATE SUMMONED THE ENSIGNS WHO HAD HELD THE STANDARDS WITH THE IMAGES UP THE FIRST TIME, AND INFORMED THEM, “I HAVE SWORN BY CAESAR’S LIFE THAT IF THE STANDARDS DO NOT BOW DOWN WHEN JESUS COMES IN, I WILL HAVE YOUR HEADS CHOPPED OFF!” AND THE GOVERNOR ORDERED JESUS TO ENTER IN A SECOND TIME. SO THE MESSENGER DID AS HE HAD BEFORE, INVITING JESUS TO WALK ACROSS HIS CAPE. HE STEPPED ACROSS AND WENT INSIDE, AND AS HE WAS GOING IN, THE STANDARDS FELL DOWN IN REVERENCE TO HIM, EVEN AS THEY HAD BEFORE. AND WHEN PILATE SAW THIS, HE WAS STUNNED, AND NEARLY GOT UP OUT OF HIS SEAT. AND EVEN AS HE WAS COMING TO TERMS WITH THIS, HIS WIFE, WHO WAS SOME DISTANCE AWAY, SENT HIM THIS MESSAGE: “DO NOT GET MIXED UP WITH THIS HONORABLE MAN, BECAUSE LAST NIGHT I AGONIZED MUCH OVER A DREAM I HAD ABOUT HIM!” AND PILATE, CALLING THE JEWS BEFORE HIM SAID, “YOU KNOW THAT MY WIFE IS DEVOUT, AND THAT SHE IS EVERY BIT THE PRACTICING JEW THAT YOU ARE.” THEN THEY REPLIED, “WE ARE ALL AWARE OF 326 THAT.” “LOOK,” SAID PILATE, “MY WIFE JUST NOW SENT THIS MESSAGE TO ME: ‘DO NOT GET MIXED UP WITH THIS HONORABLE MAN, BECAUSE LAST NIGHT I AGONIZED MUCH OVER A DREAM I HAD ABOUT HIM.’” “DID WE NOT SAY THAT HE WAS A SORCERER?” THE JEWS REPLIED. “YOU SEE, HE WAS THE ONE WHO SENT YOUR WIFE THAT DREAM!” THEN PILATE CALLED FOR JESUS AND ASKED, “WHAT ARE THESE MEN TESTIFYING AGAINST YOU? WILL YOU NOT HAVE YOUR SAY?” “THEY WOULD NOT BE SAYING ANYTHING AT ALL HAD THEY NOT BEEN GIVEN THE POWER TO DO SO,” JESUS REPLIED. “EVERYONE HAS THE ABILITY TO BRING ABOUT EITHER GOOD OR EVIL WITH THE POWER OF THE TONGUE. THEY WILL THEREFORE SEE TO IT.” THEN THE JEWISH ELDERS CHALLENGED JESUS, “AND JUST WHAT OUGHT WE TO SEE, ANYWAY? ALL OF US KNOW, FIRST OF ALL, THAT YOU WERE BORN THROUGH FORNICATION; SECOND, THAT YOUR BIRTH BROUGHT ABOUT THE SLAUGHTER OF THE CHILDREN OF BETHLEHEM; AND THIRD, THE REASON THAT YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER, JOSEPH AND MARY, HAD TO RUN AWAY INTO EGYPT WAS BECAUSE THE PEOPLE ALL HATED THEM.” BUT SOME OF THE MORE FAIR-MINDED AMONG THE JEWS WHO WERE STANDING NEARBY SPOKE UP, “WE DO NOT AGREE THAT HIS WAS AN ILLEGITIMATE BIRTH BECAUSE WE KNOW FOR SURE THAT JOSEPH WAS BETROTHED TO MARY, AND IT THEREFORE DID NOT CONSTITUTE FORNICATION.” THEN PILATE SAID TO THE JEWS WHO HAD ALLEGED THAT JESUS WAS BORN OUT OF WEDLOCK, “YOUR CHARGE IS BASELESS, BECAUSE THERE HAD BEEN A BETROTHAL BY THEN. EVEN YOUR FELLOW COUNTRYMEN SAY THAT!” ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS THEN ANSWERED PILATE, “ALL OF US HERE MAINTAIN THAT HIS BIRTH WAS THROUGH FORNICATION, AND YOU STILL DO NOT BELIEVE US? THESE ARE DISCIPLES AND PROSELYTES OF HIS.” THEN PILATE CALLED ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS TO HIMSELF AND SAID, “TELL ME, WHAT ARE PROSELYTES?” “PROSELYTES,” THEY EXPLAINED, “ARE PEOPLE WHO ARE BORN TO GENTILE PARENTS AND CONVERT TO JUDAISM.” THEN LAZARUS, ASTERIUS, ANTONIUS, JAMES, AMNES, CARAS, SAMUEL, ISAAC, PHINEES, CRISPUS, AGRIPPA, AND JUDAS, THE ONES WHO HAD VOUCHED FOR HIS LEGITIMACY, CONTENDED, “NONE OF US ARE PROSELYTES. WE ARE ALL OF JEWISH HERITAGE, AND ARE TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, FOR WE WERE THERE AT THE BETROTHAL OF JOSEPH AND MARY.” PILATE THEN CALLED THESE TWELVE WHO DENIED THAT HE WAS BORN OF FORNICATION OVER TO HIMSELF AND SAID, “I ORDER YOU TO SWEAR BY CAESAR’S LIFE THAT YOUR CLAIM--THAT HIS BIRTH WAS NOT OF FORNICATION--IS TRUE.” BUT 327 THEY ALL ANSWERED PILATE, “WE ARE FORBIDDEN BY OUR LAW EVER TO SWEAR, BECAUSE FOR US TO DO SO WOULD BE A SIN. YOU OUGHT TO HAVE THEM SWEAR ON CAESAR’S LIFE THAT IT IS NOT AS WE HAVE SAID, AND WE WILL ACCEPT THE PENALTY OF DEATH.” PILATE THEN QUESTIONED ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, “WILL YOU NOT RESPOND TO THESE THINGS?” ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS ANSWERED PILATE, “YOU ARE CREDITING THESE TWELVE MEN WHO HOLD THAT HE IS LEGITIMATE, EVEN THOUGH WE AND THE CROWD ASSEMBLED HERE ARE CLAMORING THAT HE WAS BORN THROUGH FORNICATION, THAT HE PRACTICES SORCERY, AND THAT HE NOT ONLY CLAIMS A KINGSHIP FOR HIMSELF, BUT THEN GOES ON TO SAY THAT HE IS GOD’S SON, AND WE ARE GIVEN NO CREDENCE?” PILATE THEN ORDERED THE ENTIRE CROWD TO LEAVE EXCEPT FOR THE TWELVE MEN WHO DENIED THAT HE HAD COME THROUGH FORNICATION. AND AFTER ORDERING THAT JESUS BE TAKEN OUT OF EARSHOT, HE ASKED THEM, “WHY ARE THEY SO ANXIOUS TO HAVE HIM EXECUTED?” “THEY CANNOT ACCEPT THE WAY HE PERFORMS HIS HEALINGS ON THE SABBATH DAY,” THEY REPLIED. PILATE THEN ASKED, “DO YOU MEAN THAT THESE MEN WANT TO KILL HIM FOR DOING A KINDNESS?” “THAT IS INDEED THE CASE,” THEY ANSWERED HIM. AND PILATE, GROWING INDIGNANT, LEFT THE PRAETORIUM AND ANNOUNCED TO ALL WHO WERE ASSEMBLED THERE, “AS THE SUN IS MY WITNESS, I DO NOT FIND ANY GUILT IN THIS MAN.” “WE WOULD NEVER HAVE HANDED HIM OVER TO YOU IF HE WERE NOT A CRIMINAL,” THE JEWS REPLIED TO THE GOVERNOR. AT THAT POINT PILATE DECLARED, “TAKE HIM TO YOURSELVES, THEREFORE, AND JUDGE HIM AS YOUR LAW DIRECTS!” NOW IN ORDER TO BRING TO PASS THE WORD THAT WAS SPOKEN BY JESUS PREFIGURING THE KIND OF DEATH THAT HE WOULD SUFFER, THE JEWS RESPONDED, “IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR US TO PUT A MAN TO DEATH.” AND PILATE ASKED THEM, “DID YOUR GOD INTEND FOR THAT COMMAND TO APPLY TO YOU ALONE AND NOT TO ME?” JESUS BEFORE PILATE (MATT 27:11-14; MARK 15:2-5; LUKE 23:1-6; JOHN 18:33-38; GNC 3:2-9:1A) JERUSALEM THEN PILATE WENT BACK INTO THE PRAETORIUM AND SUMMONED JESUS. AND WHEN JESUS WAS STANDING BEFORE THE GOVERNOR, PILATE ASKED HIM IN CONFIDENCE, “ARE YOU INDEED THE KING OF THE JEWS?” BUT JESUS ASKED HIM, “ARE YOU ASKING BECAUSE YOU WERE MOVED TO ASK, OR DID OTHER 328 PEOPLE TELL YOU THAT?” “AM I A JEW?” ASKED PILATE. “YOUR OWN PEOPLE, AND THEIR CHIEF PRIESTS, HAVE PLACED YOU INTO MY HANDS. NOW WHAT DID YOU DO TO DESERVE THIS?” “IT IS THAT MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD,” JESUS ANSWERED. “YOU SEE, IF MINE WERE AN EARTHLY KINGDOM, MY SERVANTS WOULD FIGHT TO KEEP ME FROM BEING HANDED OVER TO THE JEWS. THE SOURCE OF MY KINGSHIP LIES NOT IN THIS REALM.” “THEN INDEED YOU ARE A KING!” PILATE DECLARED. “IT IS YOU, THEREFORE, WHO ARE CALLING ME KING!” JESUS REPLIED. “THIS WAS WHY I WAS BORN AND SENT--THAT EVERYONE WHO IS OF THE TRUTH MIGHT HEAR MY VOICE.” THEN PILATE ASKED HIM, “WHAT IS TRUTH?” JESUS SAID, “TRUTH COMES FROM HEAVEN.” SO PILATE ASKED HIM, “IS THERE NOT ANY TRUTH ON EARTH?” “YOU HAVE SEEN FOR YOURSELF,” JESUS ANSWERED PILATE, “THAT THOSE WHO SPEAK THE TRUTH ON EARTH ARE CONDEMNED BY THOSE IN AUTHORITY.” THEN PILATE, LEAVING JESUS IN THE PRAETORIUM, WENT OUT TO THE JEWS AND PROCLAIMED, “I DO NOT FIND ANY GUILT IN HIM.” “THIS MAN SAID,” THE JEWS REJOINED, “‘I AM ABLE TO DESTROY THIS TEMPLE AND TO BUILD IT AGAIN IN JUST THREE DAYS.’” “WHICH TEMPLE?” PILATE ASKED THEM. “THE ONE THAT TOOK SOLOMON FORTY-SIX YEARS TO CONSTRUCT,” THE JEWS ANSWERED. “HE SAYS THAT NOT ONLY WILL HE DESTROY IT, BUT THAT IN THREE DAYS HE WILL RESTORE IT!” PILATE THEN DECLARED, “I AM FREE OF THIS RIGHTEOUS MAN’S BLOOD; YOU SEE TO IT YOURSELVES!” “MAY THE BLOODGUILT FALL ON US AND OUR CHILDREN AS WELL!” ANSWERED THE JEWS. AND PILATE CALLED THE ELDERS, THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES OVER TO HIMSELF AND CHARGED THEM PRIVATELY, “DO NOT CONDUCT YOURSELVES THIS WAY. YOUR ALLEGATIONS INVOLVE HEALING AND SABBATH BREAKING. NONE OF THE THINGS YOU HAVE ACCUSED HIM OF WARRANTS THE DEATH PENALTY.” THE ELDERS, CHIEF PRIESTS, AND LEVITES REPLIED, “SHOULD A MAN BE PUT TO DEATH FOR SPEAKING BLASPHEMY AGAINST CAESAR?” “HE DOES DESERVE TO DIE FOR THAT,” RESPONDED PILATE. “A MAN QUALIFIES FOR THE DEATH PENALTY IF HE CURSES CAESAR,” THE JEWS ANSWERED PILATE, “BUT THIS MAN HAS BLASPHEMED GOD HIMSELF.” THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE ELDERS STARTED DENOUNCING JESUS, BUT HE NEVER RESPONDED TO ANY OF IT. THEN PILATE ASKED HIM, “DO YOU NOT HEAR HOW MANY CHARGES THEY ARE BRINGING AGAINST YOU?” BUT JESUS DID NOT ANSWER HIM, WHICH ASTONISHED THE GOVERNOR TO NO END. THE CHIEF 329 PRIESTS WENT ON CHARGING HIM WITH A WHOLE RANGE OF OFFENSES, SO, PILATE ASKED HIM ONCE AGAIN, “ARE YOU NOT GOING TO DEFEND YOURSELF? LOOK AT HOW MANY CRIMES THEY ARE CHARGING YOU WITH!” BUT JESUS STILL DID NOT RESPOND, AND PILATE WAS AMAZED. THEN THE GOVERNOR ORDERED THE JEWS TO LEAVE THE PRAETORIUM. AND HE CALLED JESUS OVER TO HIMSELF AND ASKED, “WHAT AM I TO DO WITH YOU?” “EVEN AS IT WAS GIVEN TO YOU,” ANSWERED JESUS. THEN PILATE REQUESTED, “AND JUST HOW WAS IT GIVEN TO ME?” JESUS REPLIED, “MOSES AND THE PROPHETS FORESPOKE OF BOTH MY DEATH AND MY RESURRECTION.” NOW THE JEWS WERE TRYING TO HEAR WHAT THEY WERE SAYING, AND AS SOON AS THEY HEARD THAT, THEY ASKED PILATE, “WHAT DO YOU NEED TO HEAR OVER AND ABOVE THAT MAN’S BLASPHEMY?” AND PILATE ANSWERED THE JEWS, “IF THIS QUALIFIES AS BLASPHEMY, THEN TAKE HIM INTO YOUR SYNAGOGUE, CHARGE HIM WITH IT, AND JUDGE HIM AS YOUR LAW DIRECTS!” THEN THE JEWS INFORMED PILATE, “OUR LAW STIPULATES THAT IF ONE MAN SHOULD WRONG ANOTHER, HE SHOULD RECEIVE THIRTY-NINE LASHES, BUT IT CALLS FOR THE STONING OF ANYONE WHO BLASPHEMES GOD.” “THEN TAKE HIM,” PILATE ANSWERED THEM, “AND PUNISH HIM AS YOU SEE FIT!” THE JEWS THEN SAID TO PILATE, “WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE HIM CRUCIFIED.” “HE DOES NOT DESERVE TO BE CRUCIFIED,” PILATE RESPONDED. THEN THE GOVERNOR STUDIED THE GREAT NUMBER OF JEWS WHO WERE STANDING THERE CLOSELY. AND WHEN HE SAW THAT MANY OF THEM WERE SHEDDING TEARS, HE OBSERVED, “NOT ALL OF THEM WISH TO SEE HIM KILLED.” BUT THE JEWISH ELDERS THEN RETORTED, “EACH OF US HAS COME IN ORDER TO BRING ABOUT HIS EXECUTION.” THEN PILATE ASKED THE JEWS, “WHY OUGHT HE TO BE PUT TO DEATH?” “BECAUSE HE CLAIMS TO BE THE SON OF GOD,” THE JEWS REPLIED, “AND A KING AS WELL.” NICODEMUS, WHO WAS THERE AMONG THE JEWS, STOOD BEFORE THE GOVERNOR AND PLEADED, “YOUR HONOR, I IMPLORE YOU, ALLOW ME TO SPEAK A FEW WORDS.” “YOU MAY SPEAK,” PILATE SAID. AND NICODEMUS EXPLAINED, “I INQUIRED OF THE ELDERS, PRIESTS, LEVITES, AND ALL WHO WERE IN THE SYNAGOGUE, ‘WHAT ARE YOU PLANNING TO DO WITH THIS MAN? HE PERFORMS SIGNS AND WONDERS WHICH ARE FAR TOO NUMEROUS TO COUNT, AND WHICH NO ONE ELSE HAS EVER DONE OR EVER WILL DO. SET HIM FREE, AND DO NOT LONG FOR EVIL TO BEFALL HIM. THE SIGNS THAT HE PRESENTS WILL ENDURE IF INDEED THEY COME FROM GOD; BUT IF NOT, THEY WILL NEVER AMOUNT TO 330 ANYTHING. YOU SEE, WHEN GOD SENT MOSES INTO EGYPT, HE ORDERED HIM TO PERFORM MANY SIGNS BEFORE PHARAOH, KING OF EGYPT. NOW PHARAOH HAD THESE TWO MAGICIANS, JANNES AND JAMBRES, WHO ALSO PULLED OFF NUMEROUS SIGNS LIKE THOSE THAT MOSES DID, AND THE EGYPTIANS WERE CONVINCED THAT THEY WERE GODS. BUT BECAUSE THE SIGNS THAT THEY SHOWED DID NOT REALLY COME FROM GOD, THEY PERISHED ALONG WITH THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN THEM, AS YOU PHARISEES AND TEACHERS OF THE LAW ARE WELL AWARE. NOW SET THIS MAN FREE, FOR HE HAS DONE NOTHING THAT IS WORTHY OF DEATH.’” AT THAT POINT THE JEWS REPLIED, “YOU ARE A CONVERT AND A DISCIPLE OF HIS.” “HAS THE GOVERNOR ALSO CONVERTED, AND BECOME HIS DISCIPLE?” NICODEMUS ASKED. “DID NOT CAESAR HIMSELF APPOINT HIM TO THIS HIGH OFFICE?” AND WHEN THE JEWS HEARD THIS, THEY BECAME ENRAGED AND STARTED TO GRIND THEIR TEETH AGAINST NICODEMUS. THEN PILATE ASKED THEM, “WHY ARE YOU GNASHING YOUR TEETH AGAINST HIM WHEN YOU KNOW THAT HE’S TELLING THE TRUTH?” THE JEWS THEN SAID TO NICODEMUS, “MAY YOU RECEIVE HIS INHERITANCE ALONG WITH HIS TEACHING.” “YES INDEED,” NICODEMUS AFFIRMED, “MAY IT BE TO ME AS YOU HAVE SAID.” THEN ONE FROM AMONG THE JEWS GOT UP AND ASKED IF HE MIGHT SAY SOMETHING. “IF YOU’VE GOT SOMETHING TO SAY,” THE GOVERNOR REPLIED, “THEN YOU MAY SPEAK.” AND HE TESTIFIED, “I LAID IN AGONY ON A MAT FOR THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS, BUT THEN JESUS CAME HEALING MANY OF THE DEMONPOSSESSED, AS WELL AS THOSE CRIPPLED BY VARIOUS DISEASES. NOW A FEW YOUNG MEN FELT FOR ME AND CARRIED ME OVER TO HIM ON MY STRETCHER. AND WHEN HE SAW ME, THIS JESUS PITIED ME, AND SAID TO ME, ‘PICK UP YOUR BED AND WALK.’ SO I PICKED UP MY BED AND STARTED WALKING!” “ASK HIM THE DAY ON WHICH HE RECEIVED HIS HEALING,” THE JEWS BID PILATE. “IT WAS ON THE SABBATH DAY,” ADMITTED THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN HEALED. THEN ANOTHER OF THE JEWS ROSE UP AND ASKED THE GOVERNOR IF HE MIGHT SAY A FEW THINGS. AND THE GOVERNOR REPLIED, “SAY WHAT YOU WILL.” THIS MAN THEREFORE TESTIFIED, “I LAY IN HORRIBLE PAIN OVER BY THE SHEEP POOL IN JERUSALEM FOR THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS WAITING TO BE HEALED. NOW AT A CERTAIN TIME, ONE OF GOD’S ANGELS WOULD COME ALONG AND ROUSE THE WATER, AND THAT IS WHEN THE REMEDY WOULD COME. THE FIRST ONE IN, YOU SEE, WOULD BE THE ONE TO RECEIVE HEALING FOR WHATEVER THE AFFLICTION. 331 AND WHEN JESUS SAW ME SUFFERING THERE, HE ASKED ME, ‘WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE MADE WHOLE?’ ‘SIR,’ I REPLIED, ‘I’VE GOT NO ONE TO HELP ME IN AT THE STIRRING THEREOF.’ ‘STAND UP!’ HE ORDERED ME, ‘NOW PICK UP YOUR BED AND WALK.’ AND I WAS IMMEDIATELY HEALED, SO I PICKED UP MY BED AND STARTED WALKING.” THE JEWS THEN ASKED PILATE, “PLEASE, GOVERNOR, ASK HIM THE DAY ON WHICH HE WAS HEALED.” THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN ILL SAID, “IT WAS ON THE SABBATH.” THE JEWS THEN SAID TO PILATE, “DID WE NOT SAY TO YOU THAT HE DOES HIS HEALING ON THE SABBATH DAY? AND IT IS BY THE PRINCE OF DEMONS THAT HE EXORCISES DEMONS!” AND ANOTHER FROM THE JEWS STEPPED UP AND AFFIRMED, “I WAS BORN BLIND. I COULD HEAR THINGS JUST FINE, BUT I COULD NOT SEE ANYTHING. ONE DAY, AS JESUS WAS WALKING BY, I HEARD THIS PASSING MULTITUDE, SO I ASKED WHAT IT WAS ALL ABOUT, AND I WAS TOLD THAT IT WAS JESUS. SO I SCREAMED AS LOUD AS I COULD, ‘SON OF DAVID, HAVE MERCY ON ME!’ ALL OF A SUDDEN HE STOPPED AND HAD ME BROUGHT BEFORE HIM. THEN HE ASKED ME, ‘WHAT WOULD YOU HAVE ME DO FOR YOU?’ AND I ANSWERED HIM, ‘I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE MY SIGHT.’ AND OUT OF COMPASSION FOR ME HE TOUCHED MY EYES AND SAID TO ME, ‘RECEIVE YOUR SIGHT!’ AND JUST LIKE THAT I WAS ABLE TO SEE! THEN I FOLLOWED AFTER HIM, REJOICING AND GIVING THANKS.” THEN ANOTHER OF THE JEWS STOOD UP AND DECLARED, “I WAS HUNCHED OVER, AND WITH ONLY A WORD HE CAUSED ME TO STAND UP STRAIGHT!” “I HAD A SKIN DISEASE,” AFFIRMED ANOTHER, “AND HE CLEANSED ME WITH JUST A WORD!” THEN A WOMAN NAMED VERONICA TESTIFIED, “I WAS PLAGUED FOR TWELVE YEARS BY A CONTINUAL FLOW OF BLOOD. THEN I TOUCHED THE HEM OF HIS ROBE, AND RIGHT AWAY MY BLEEDING STOPPED.” AT THAT POINT THE JEWS REPLIED, “OUR LAW DOES NOT ADMIT THE TESTIMONY OF A WOMAN.” AND AFTER MANY OTHERS HAD PUT FORWARD THEIR ACCOUNTS, ANOTHER ONE OF THE JEWS ADDED, “I SAW WHEN JESUS WAS INVITED TO A WEDDING IN CANA OF GALILEE. AFTER THE WINE HAD RUN OUT, HE ORDERED THE SERVANTS TO FILL SIX JUGS BRIMFUL WITH WATER, AND SO THEY DID. THEN HE BLESSED THEM, CHANGING THE WATER INTO WINE. EVERYBODY DRANK OF IT, AND THIS MIRACLE AMAZED US ALL!” THEN ANOTHER FROM AMONG THE JEWS STEPPED FORWARD AND DECLARED, “I SAW JESUS WHEN HE WAS TEACHING IN THE SYNAGOGUE IN CAPERNAUM. NOW IN THAT PLACE THERE WAS THIS DEMON-POSSESSED MAN. ‘LEAVE ME ALONE!’ THE DEMON SCREAMED. ‘WHAT HAVE WE TO DO WITH YOU, 332 JESUS OF NAZARETH? I KNOW THAT YOU’RE GOD’S HOLY ONE.’ BUT JESUS REPROVED HIM, SAYING, ‘BE SILENT, YOU FILTHY SPIRIT, AND LEAVE THIS MAN AT ONCE!’ AND RIGHT AWAY HE LEFT THAT MAN, NOT HARMING HIM AT ALL.” THEN A PHARISEE TESTIFIED: “I SAW AN ENORMOUS CROWD FROM ALL PARTS OF GALILEE GATHER TOGETHER AROUND JESUS; FROM JUDEA, THE SEASIDE, AND THE MANY REGIONS AROUND THE JORDAN. AND EVEN THOUGH SO MANY SICK CAME UP TO HIM, HE HEALED EACH AND EVERY ONE OF THEM. I HEARD THE FILTHY SPIRITS SCREAMING, ‘YOU ARE THE SON OF GOD!’ BUT JESUS ORDERED THEM MOST EMPHATICALLY, ‘DON’T YOU TELL A SOUL!’” AND AFTER THIS, ANOTHER ONE, WHO WAS KNOWN AS CENTURIO, TESTIFIED, “I SAW JESUS IN CAPERNAUM. ‘MASTER,’ I BEGGED HIM, ‘MY SERVANT BACK HOME IS WRACKED WITH PARALYSIS.’ AND JESUS SAID, ‘THEN I WILL GO AND HEAL HIM.’ ‘BUT LORD,’ I SAID, ‘I AM NOT EVEN WORTHY THAT YOU SHOULD ENTER MY HOUSE. JUST SAY THE WORD AND MY SERVANT WILL BE RESTORED.’ ‘GO ON THEN,’ HE SAID TO ME, ‘MAY IT BE TO YOU AS YOU BELIEVED.’ AND IT WAS FROM THAT TIME THAT MY SERVANT WAS HEALED.” THEN A CERTAIN PROMINENT MAN CHIMED IN, “I HAD A SON WHO WAS LAYING AT DEATH’S DOOR BACK IN CAPERNAUM. AND WHEN I HEARD THAT JESUS HAD COME INTO GALILEE, I WENT AND BEGGED HIM TO COME DOWN TO MY HOUSE AND RESTORE MY SON, FOR HE WAS AT THE POINT OF DEATH. HE SAID TO ME, ‘YOUR SON IS ALIVE!’ AND IT WAS FROM THAT VERY MOMENT THAT MY SON WAS MADE WELL!” AND A HOST OF OTHERS SHOUTED, “SURELY HE’S THE SON OF GOD AND A PROPHET TOO, SEEING HOW WITH HIS WORD ALONE HE CURES EVERY MANNER OF ILLNESS, AND SUBJUGATES EVERY DEMON.” THEN PILATE ASKED THOSE WHO WERE CLAIMING THAT THE DEMONS WERE UNDER HIS AUTHORITY, “WHY, THEN, ARE YOUR TEACHERS NOT ALSO SUBJECT TO HIM?” “WE HAVE NO IDEA,” THEY REPLIED. BUT OTHER PEOPLE THEN AFFIRMED, “ONLY GOD CAN GIVE THIS KIND OF POWER.” “WHY THEN ARE YOUR TEACHERS UNABLE TO CONTROL THEM?” PILATE ASKED THE JEWS. SOME CLAIMED, “THE POWER TO COMMAND DEMONS COMES FROM GOD ALONE,” BUT OTHERS SAID, “JESUS RAISED LAZARUS FROM THE DEAD AFTER HE HAD BEEN ENTOMBED FOR FOUR DAYS!” THEN THE GOVERNOR SHUDDERED, AND QUESTIONED THE ENTIRE ASSEMBLY OF JEWS, “WHY ARE YOU SO EAGER TO SHED INNOCENT BLOOD?” PILATE THEN SUMMONED NICODEMUS AND THE TWELVE WHO HELD THAT JESUS WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, AND ASKED THEM, “WHAT AM I 333 SUPPOSED TO DO? THE PEOPLE ARE DIVIDED.” “WE DO NOT KNOW,” THEY ANSWERED HIM, “THOSE WHO INCITE THE CROWDS WILL SEE TO IT.” THEN HE WENT OUT TO THE JEWS AGAIN AND PROCLAIMED TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE ASSEMBLED MULTITUDE, “I DO NOT FIND ANY GUILT IN THIS MAN.” BUT THEY GREW ALL THE MORE INSISTENT, SAYING, “HE’S BEEN TEACHING ALL OVER JUDEA, GETTING THE PEOPLE ALL WORKED UP! HE STARTED OUT IN GALILEE AND HAS CONTINUED TO THIS VERY PLACE!” BUT WHEN PILATE HEARD THESE WORDS FROM THEM, HE ASKED IF JESUS WERE A GALILEAN. AND WHEN HE REALIZED THAT JESUS FELL UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF HEROD, HE FORWARDED JESUS TO HIM, WHO AT THE TIME WAS ALSO IN JERUSALEM. HEROD TRIES JESUS (LUKE 23:8-12) JERUSALEM NOW HEROD WAS VERY PLEASED TO MEET JESUS. HE HAD HEARD QUITE A BIT ABOUT HIM AND HAD BEEN LONGING TO MEET HIM FOR SOME TIME. HE WAS EAGER TO SEE HIM WORK SOME KIND OF WONDER. AND EVEN THOUGH HEROD INTERROGATED HIM AT LENGTH, JESUS NEVER GAVE HIM ANY ANSWER, AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS STOOD THERE ACCUSING HIM WITH ALL VEHEMENCE. THEN HEROD AND HIS SOLDIERS TREATED HIM SHAMEFULLY. THEY MOCKED HIM, DECKED HIM OUT IN BEAUTIFUL FINERY AND SENT HIM BACK OVER TO PILATE. AND THOUGH HEROD AND PILATE HAD BEEN ENEMIES UP TO THAT TIME, THAT DAY MARKED THE START OF THEIR FRIENDSHIP. JESUS’ TRIAL BEFORE THE PEOPLE (MATT 27:15-26; MARK 15:6-15; LUKE 23:13-25; JOHN 18:39-19:1-16A; GNC 9:1B-9:5; GPT 6-9,1,2; GNAZ 9 QUOTE BY JEROME, COMMENTARY ON MATTHEW 4) JERUSALEM NOW IT WAS THE GOVERNOR’S PRACTICE AT THIS FEAST TO FREE ANY PRISONER THAT THE CROWD DESIRED. AT THE TIME THERE WAS THIS RATHER INFAMOUS INMATE NAMED JESUS BARABBAS, THE MEANING OF WHICH IS “THE SON OF THEIR TEACHER, WHO DURING THE REBELLION HAD COMMITTED MURDER AND BEEN LOCKED AWAY WITH THE OTHER INSURGENTS.” THEN PILATE AGAIN ROUNDED UP THE JEWS: THE CHIEF PRIESTS, THE RULERS, AND THE PEOPLE. AND WHEN THE CROWD HAD ASSEMBLED THERE, THEY APPROACHED PILATE AND ASKED HIM TO DO WHAT HE WOULD CUSTOMARILY DO FOR THEM. “YOU 334 BROUGHT THIS MAN BEFORE ME,” PILATE DECLARED, “AS SOMEONE WHO CORRUPTS THE NATION. NOW BEHOLD, I HAVE TRIED HIM HERE BEFORE YOU ALL AND HAVE FOUND HIM TO BE NOT GUILTY OF THE CHARGES YOU HAVE BROUGHT AGAINST HIM, AS HAS HEROD. JUST LOOK, HE HAS EVEN SENT HIM BACK TO US. NOTHING THAT THIS MAN HAS DONE QUALIFIES HIM FOR THE PENALTY OF DEATH. NOW IT IS YOUR CUSTOM THAT I SHOULD RELEASE TO YOU A PRISONER AT PASSOVER, THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD. I HAVE THIS INMATE NAMED BARABBAS WHO HAS BEEN CONDEMNED FOR MURDER, AND THIS KING OF THE JEWS, JESUS, WHO IS STANDING HERE BEFORE YOU ALL, AND IN WHOM I HAVE FOUND NO GUILT. I WILL PUNISH HIM AND SET HIM FREE.” (HE WAS NOW UNDER OBLIGATION TO RELEASE ONE MAN AMONG THEM DURING THE FEAST.) “SO, WHICH ONE WOULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE LET LOOSE AMONG YOU?” PILATE ASKED, “WOULD YOU RATHER HAVE ME FREE JESUS BARABBAS, OR JESUS WHO IS KNOWN AS THE MESSIAH, THE KING OF THE JEWS?” (HE KNEW FULL WELL, YOU SEE, THAT IT WAS OUT OF JEALOUSY THAT THE CHIEF PRIESTS HAD TURNED JESUS OVER TO HIM. AND AS PILATE SAT AT HIS BAR, HIS WIFE SENT HIM THIS WORD: “DO NOT GET MIXED UP WITH THIS HONORABLE MAN BECAUSE I HAVE AGONIZED MUCH TODAY OVER A DREAM I HAD ABOUT HIM.”) BUT THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE ELDERS WORKED THE CROWD INTO A FRENZY, AND CONVINCED THEM TO HAVE JESUS PUT TO DEATH, AND TO HAVE BARABBAS RELEASED IN HIS STEAD. AND THEY ALL CRIED OUT AS ONE, “NOT HIM; TAKE THIS MAN AWAY FROM US! SET BARABBAS FREE INSTEAD; GIVE US THIS MAN IN HIS PLACE.” (IT WAS IN THAT VERY CITY, YOU SEE, THAT BARABBAS HAD TAKEN PART IN AN UPRISING AND HAD BEEN IMPRISONED FOR REBELLION AND MURDER.) AND OUT OF HIS DESIRE TO FREE JESUS, GOVERNOR PILATE ONCE AGAIN PLEADED WITH THEM, ASKING, “WHICH OF THE TWO SHOULD I RELEASE TO YOU?” “BARABBAS!” THEY ANSWERED HIM. “WHAT THEN,” PILATE ASKED, “WOULD YOU HAVE ME DO WITH JESUS THE CHRIST--THE ONE YOU CALL THE KING OF THE JEWS?” “CRUCIFY HIM!” THE CROWD RESPONDED WITH A SHOUT. AND THEY KEPT ON SCREAMING, “CRUCIFY HIM! CRUCIFY HIM!” PILATE APPEALED TO THEM YET A THIRD TIME, ASKING, “WHY SHOULD I? WHAT IS HIS CRIME? I HAVE FOUND NO BASIS WHATSOEVER FOR PUTTING HIM TO DEATH, SO I WILL SEE TO IT THAT HE IS BEATEN AND THEN HAVE HIM RELEASED.” BUT THEY JUST SCREAMED THE LOUDER, “CRUCIFY HIM!” THEN PILATE TOOK JESUS AND ORDERED HIM BEATEN. THE SOLDIERS 335 TWISTED A CROWN OF THORNS, THEN THEY PUT IT ON HIS HEAD AND DRESSED HIM IN A PURPLE ROBE. THEY APPROACHED HIM REPEATEDLY AND MOCKED, “HAIL TO YOU, OH KING OF THE JEWS!” THEN THEY SLAPPED HIM IN THE FACE. THEN PILATE WENT OUT TO THEM AGAIN AND SAID, “LOOK, I AM BRINGING HIM BACK TO LET YOU KNOW THAT I HAVE FOUND NO GUILT IN HIM.” THEN JESUS CAME OUT WEARING THE CROWN OF THORNS AND THE PURPLE ROBE. “JUST LOOK AT THIS MAN!” PILATE BID THEM. WHEN THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE OFFICIALS SAW HIM, THEY SHOUTED, “CRUCIFY HIM! CRUCIFY HIM!” THEN PILATE SAID TO THEM, “YOU TAKE AND CRUCIFY HIM, BECAUSE I HAVE FOUND NO GUILT IN HIM!” “WE HAVE A LAW,” THE JEWS REPLIED, “AND ACCORDING TO THAT LAW HE SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH FOR CALLING HIMSELF THE SON OF GOD.” WHEN PILATE HEARD THEM SAYING THIS, HE GREW EVEN MORE DISTURBED. AND HE WENT BACK INTO THE PRAETORIUM AND QUESTIONED JESUS, “WHERE DID YOU COME FROM?” BUT JESUS DID NOT ANSWER HIM. “SO, YOU’RE NOT GOING TO ANSWER ME,” PILATE SAID TO HIM. “DO YOU NOT REALIZE THAT I HAVE BOTH THE AUTHORITY TO FREE YOU, AS WELL AS TO HAVE YOU CRUCIFIED?” “YOU WOULD NEVER HAVE HAD SUCH POWER,” JESUS SAID, “HAD IT NOT BEEN GIVEN TO YOU FROM ABOVE, SO THE ONE WHO HANDED ME OVER TO YOU IS COMMITTING THE MORE SERIOUS OFFENSE.” NOW PILATE WAS ALL THE MORE ANXIOUS TO LET HIM GO AFTER HE HEARD HIM SAY THIS, BUT THE JEWS KEPT ON CLAMORING, “IF YOU FREE THIS MAN, YOU CANNOT BE CAESAR’S FRIEND, BECAUSE HE HAS MADE HIMSELF OUT TO BE THE SON OF GOD, AND A KING AS WELL. WOULD YOU HAVE HIM TAKE CAESAR’S PLACE AS KING? ANYONE WHO DECLARES HIMSELF KING DOES SO IN OPPOSITION TO CAESAR!” AND WHEN PILATE HEARD THIS, HE BROUGHT JESUS OUT AND SAT ON THE JUDGMENT SEAT AT A SPOT KNOWN AS “THE PAVEMENT,” BUT IN ARAMAIC IT IS CALLED “GABBATHA.” THIS TOOK PLACE AT ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR ON THE DAY OF PREPARATION, DURING THE WEEK OF PASSOVER. AND PILATE SAID TO THE JEWS, “BEHOLD YOUR KING!” BUT THEY JUST ROARED, “AWAY WITH HIM! TAKE HIM AWAY AND CRUCIFY HIM!” “IS IT MY ROLE TO CRUCIFY YOUR KING?” ASKED PILATE. THE CHIEF PRIESTS RESPONDED, “WE RECOGNIZE NO KING BUT CAESAR!” NOW THE JEWS HAD PILATE REALLY UPSET. “YOURS HAS ALWAYS BEEN A SEDITIOUS PEOPLE,” HE RETORTED, “FOREVER IN OPPOSITION TO THOSE WHO WISH TO DO YOU GOOD!” “AND WHO MIGHT THEY BE?” THE JEWS DEMANDED. 336 “THE WAY I HEARD IT,” PILATE ANSWERED, “YOUR GOD RESCUED YOU FROM UNBEARABLE SLAVERY UNDER THE EGYPTIANS, AND GUIDED YOU ACROSS THE RED SEA AS IF BY DRY LAND. HE SUPPLIED YOU WITH MANNA AND QUAILS IN THE DESERT, QUENCHED YOUR THIRST WITH WATER FROM A ROCK, AND ENTRUSTED YOU WITH HIS OWN LAW. YET IN SPITE OF ALL THIS, YOU INFURIATED YOUR GOD. A MOLTEN CALF WAS ALL YOU WANTED, AND THIS SO ENRAGED YOUR GOD THAT HE WOULD HAVE WIPED YOU OUT COMPLETELY HAD MOSES NOT INTERVENED ON YOUR BEHALF. AND EVEN THOUGH YOU WERE SPARED, YOU HAVE THE NERVE TO IMPLICATE ME AS ONE WHO DESPISES THE EMPEROR!” THEN HE GOT UP OUT OF HIS JUDGMENT SEAT AND STARTED TO LEAVE. AND THE JEWS ALL SHOUTED, “WE RECOGNIZE ONLY CAESAR, NOT JESUS. MAGI FROM THE EAST BROUGHT HIM GIFTS THAT WERE FIT FOR A KING, AND WHEN HEROD HEARD THE MAGI SAY THAT A KING HAD BEEN BORN, HE TRIED TO HAVE HIM PUT TO DEATH. BUT AS SOON AS HIS FATHER JOSEPH LEARNED OF IT, HE TOOK HIM AND HIS MOTHER AND FLED INTO EGYPT. WHEN HEROD FOUND OUT ABOUT THIS, HE HAD ALL OF THE HEBREW INFANTS OF BETHLEHEM KILLED.” AND WHEN PILATE HEARD THESE WORDS, HIS BLOOD RAN COLD, AND HE HAD THE BOISTEROUS CROWD PIPE DOWN. THEN HE ASKED THEM, “DO YOU MEAN THAT THIS IS THE ONE THAT HEROD SOUGHT?” “YES,” THE JEWS REPLIED, “THE VERY SAME.” AND THEY STUBBORNLY PERSISTED WITH DEAFENING SHOUTS THAT JESUS BE CRUCIFIED, AND THEIR SHOUTS PREVAILED. WHEN PILATE SENSED THAT HE WAS GETTING NOWHERE WITH THIS, BUT WAS ONLY STIRRING UP A GREATER COMMOTION, HE TOOK WATER IN THE SIGHT OF ALL, WASHED HIS HANDS BEFORE THE SUN AND SAID, “I AM FREE OF THIS MAN’S BLOOD. YOU WILL HAVE TO BEAR THE BLAME.” AND EVERYONE RESPONDED, “LET HIS BLOOD FALL ON US AND OUR CHILDREN AS WELL!” BUT NONE OF THE JEWS THERE WASHED THEIR HANDS, AND NEITHER DID HEROD OR ANY OF HIS MAGISTRATES. THEN PILATE GOT UP, SINCE NONE OF THEM WOULD WASH. AND KING HEROD COMMANDED THAT THE LORD BE TAKEN AWAY, SAYING, “DO AS I’VE INSTRUCTED YOU!” AND PILATE, WISHING TO PACIFY THE MULTITUDES, ORDERED THAT THE PEOPLE’S WILL BE CARRIED OUT. PILATE SET BARABBAS, THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN IMPRISONED FOR REBELLION AND MURDER, FREE AMONG THEM, FOR HE WAS THEIR CHOSEN ONE. THEN PILATE GAVE THE COMMAND, AND THE CURTAIN ACROSS FROM HIS JUDGMENT SEAT WAS PULLED BACK. THEN HE SAID, “JESUS, YOUR OWN PEOPLE 337 HAVE CONVICTED YOU FOR BEING THEIR KING. I HAVE ORDERED THAT YOU BE BEATEN AS THE LAW OF THE RIGHTEOUS EMPERORS DIRECTS, AND HUNG UPON A CROSS IN THE VERY GARDEN WHERE YOU WERE TAKEN. AND THE TWO EVILDOERS, GESTAS AND DYSMAS ARE TO BE CRUCIFIED ALONGSIDE YOU.” NOW JOSEPH, A MUTUAL FRIEND TO BOTH PILATE AND JESUS, WAS STANDING THERE. AND WHEN HE REALIZED THAT THEY WERE ABOUT TO CRUCIFY HIM, JOSEPH APPROACHED PILATE AND REQUESTED THE LORD’S BODY, SO THAT HE MIGHT BURY IT HIMSELF. THEN PILATE SENT A MESSAGE TO HEROD, REQUESTING HIS REMAINS. “PILATE, MY GOOD FRIEND,” HEROD ANSWERED, “WE WOULD HAVE BURIED HIM WHETHER OR NOT ANYONE HAD ASKED, SEEING THAT THE SABBATH DAY IS ALMOST HERE. YOU SEE, IT STANDS WRITTEN IN THE LAW, ‘THE SUN MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO SET ON ANYONE WHO HAS BEEN PUT TO DEATH.’” AND HEROD HANDED HIM OVER TO THE CROWDS ON THE EVE OF THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD. SO THEY GRABBED THE LORD, SHOVING HIM AS THEY DROVE HIM ON, SAYING, “LET US DRAG GOD’S SON ALONG NOW THAT HE IS SUBJECT TO US.” THEY PLACED A PURPLE ROBE ON HIM AND SET HIM ON THE JUDGMENT SEAT. “JUDGE FAIRLY, OH KING OF ISRAEL!” THEY SNEERED. THEN ONE OF THEM BROUGHT A CROWN OF THORNS AND PLACED IT ON THE HEAD OF THE LORD. NOW SOME OF THOSE WHO WERE STANDING THERE SPAT INTO HIS EYES, WHILE OTHERS SLAPPED HIM IN THE FACE, AND STILL OTHERS POKED HIM WITH A STICK. SOME POUNDED HIM AND JEERED, “LET US PAY RESPECT TO THE SON OF GOD!” BUT PILATE (HAD) ORDERED THAT JESUS BE BEATEN, SO THE GOVERNOR’S SOLDIERS SEIZED THE LORD JESUS, LED HIM AWAY AND USHERED HIM INTO THE PALACE, WHICH IS CALLED THE PRAETORIUM, WHERE THE ENTIRE COMPANY OF SOLDIERS MARSHALED AROUND HIM. THEY STRIPPED HIS CLOTHING OFF OF HIM, PLACED A BRIGHT RED (AND) A PURPLE ROBE ON HIM. THEN THEY TWISTED THORNS INTO A CROWN AND PLACED IT UPON HIS HEAD. AND AFTER PUTTING A STAFF INTO HIS RIGHT HAND, THEY DROPPED TO THEIR KNEES BEFORE HIM AND TAUNTED HIM. OVER AND AGAIN THEY APPROACHED HIM IN PRETENDED WORSHIP AND GIBED, “OH, KING OF THE JEWS, HOW WE GLORIFY YOU!” TIME AND AGAIN THEY TOOK THAT STAFF AND BEAT HIM OVER THE HEAD WITH IT, SPITTING ALL OVER HIM, AND DROPPING TO THEIR KNEES IN FEIGNED WORSHIP TO HIM. THEN AT LAST PILATE TURNED HIM OVER TO THEM TO BE CRUCIFIED. 338 THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS (MATT 27:31-45; MARK 15:20-33; LUKE 23:26-44; JOHN 19:17-24; GNC 10:1-11:1A; GPT 4-5A; ANAPLT 7A) [THE CROSS OF THE APOSTLE JESUS CHRIST AS BARABBAS CHRIST HAS BEEN FULFILLED FROM APRIL 7TH, 18AD TO APRIL 7TH, 2018AD, BECAUSE THE HOLY CALL AT THE BEGINNING & THE END OF THE CRUCIFIXION’S 2,000 YEARS REIGN DECREASES 16 YEARS EACH IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:1-13:10, SO THIS MEANS THAT FORGIVENESS IS OUT OF BUSINESS OR OUT OF DATE & THE NEED IS FULFILLED FOR MAN & WOMAN, THAT NOW NEEDS NO MORE FORGIVENESS FOR NON-SEXUAL SINS BETWEEN A MAN & A MAN & NO MORE REPENTANCE FOR NON-TEMPTING THINGS BETWEEN A WOMAN & A WOMAN, & THIS ALSO MEANS THERE IS NO NEED FOR A ETERNAL RELEASE FROM TEMPTING THINGS BETWEEN A WOMAN & A MAN, BUT NOT VISA-VERSA & SEXUAL SINS BETWEEN A MAN & A WOMAN, BUT NOT VISA-VERSA, THAT IS FULFILLED ALSO IN THIS ALLOTTED TIME FRAME SINCE APRIL, 7TH, 2018AD IN THE STONING OF THE APOSTLE JAMES CHRIST AS BARABBAS CHRIST & STONING OF THE APOSTLE STEPHEN CHRIST AS BARABBAS CHRIST ABOVE THE CROSS IN THE LORDSHIP OF THE LAW, BUT ONLY HALF OF THE ENGLISH REALMS 2,000 YEAR REIGN HAS BEEN FULFILLED FROM APRIL 7TH, 1018AD TO APRIL 7TH, 2018AD & THE REMAINDER OF THE 1,000 YEARS FROM APRIL 7TH, 2018AD TO APRIL 7TH, 3018AD, THAT DOES NOT NEED A ETERNAL RELEASE OF THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP OF THE CREATOR AGENT LORDS ILLEGALLY BECOMING MAN & GROWING DICKS & HAVING SEX OR FUCKING & NOT STRIPPING THE CREATOR AGENT LADIES ILLEGALLY BECOMING WOMAN & GROWING PUSSIES IN THE STONING OF THE NON-APOSTLE STEPHEN CHRIST AS STEVE CHRIST IN THE JEWISH CHRISTIANITY REALM, THE GENTILE CHRISTIANITY REALM, THE SPANISH CHRISTIANITY REALM, THE GREEK CHRISTIANITY REALM & THE ROMAN [ITALIAN & SICILIAN] CHRISTIANITY REALM & FORMER HALF [STRIPPING & NOT FUCKING] OF THE ENGLISH CHRISTIANITY REALM IN THE ENTIRE PART OF THE ULTIMATE END TIME PROPHESY IN ACTS 29:1-26 THAT IS ALREADY FULFILLED SINCE, APRIL 7TH, 2018AD, BUT IS ELEVATED & YET TO BE FULFILLED, THAT STILL NEEDS A ETERNAL RELEASE OF THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP OF THE CREATOR AGENT LORDS ILLEGALLY BECOMING MAN & GROWING DICKS & STRIPPING THE CREATOR AGENT LADIES ILLEGALLY BECOMING WOMAN & GROWING PUSSIES & ANYTHING AT THE SAINTLY CHRISTIAN LORDS [LADIES] LOWER LEVELS ARE FULFILLED IN THE STONING OF THE NON-APOSTLE STEPHEN CHRIST AS STEVE CHRIST IN THE ENGLISH CHRISTIANITY REALM IN THE LATTER HALF [STRIPPING & NOT FUCKING] OF THE ULTIMATE END TIME PROPHESY FROM APRIL 7TH, 2018AD TO APRIL 7TH, 3018AD IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30] GOLGOTHA (GETHSEMANE), OUTSIDE JERUSALEM NOW AFTER THEY HAD FINISHED MOCKING HIM, THEY TOOK THE PURPLE ROBE AWAY FROM HIM AND PUT HIS CLOTHING BACK ON HIM. JESUS THEN LEFT THE PRAETORIUM, ALONG WITH THE TWO LAWBREAKERS. THEN JESUS WAS HANDED OVER TO THE SOLDIERS, WHO CONDUCTED HIM OUT (AND) LED HIM AWAY TO BE CRUCIFIED. HE PUSHED ON TOWARD THE SKULL PLACE, WHICH IN ARAMAIC IS CALLED GOLGOTHA, CARRYING HIS OWN CROSS. AND AS THEY WERE HEADING OUT, (THE SOLDIERS) LEADING HIM ALONG THE WAY, THEY RAN INTO SIMON OF CYRENE, FATHER TO RUFUS AND ALEXANDER, WHO WAS ON HIS WAY IN FROM THE COUNTRYSIDE. THEY LAID THE CROSS UPON HIS BACK AND FORCED HIM TO CARRY IT BEHIND JESUS. A GREAT CROWD FOLLOWED AFTER HIM, AND SOME WOMEN WERE WEEPING AND WAILING OVER HIM. AND JESUS TURNED AND SAID TO THEM, “DO NOT WEEP ON MY ACCOUNT, OH DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM, BUT FOR YOURSELVES AND FOR YOUR CHILDREN! YOU SEE, THE TIME IS APPROACHING WHEN YOU WILL SAY, ‘HOW BLESSED ARE THE BARREN WOMEN; THE WOMBS THAT NEVER BORE AND THE BREASTS THAT NEVER NURSED!’ THEN THEY WILL BEG THE MOUNTAINS, ‘COLLAPSE ON US!’ AND THE HILLS, ‘SHELTER US!’ FOR IF MEN ACT THIS WAY WHILE THE TREE IS STILL GREEN, WHAT WILL THEY DO AFTER IT HAS WITHERED?” AND THEY BROUGHT JESUS TO A SPOT KNOWN AS GOLGOTHA, WHICH MEANS THE PLACE OF THE SKULL. AND THESE TWO LAWBREAKERS WERE ALSO BEING TAKEN OUT TO BE PUT TO DEATH WITH HIM. THEN (AND) THERE THEY GAVE HIM WINE BLENDED WITH MYRRH (AND) GALL TO DRINK, AND AFTER HE HAD TASTED IT, HE REFUSED TO DRINK OF IT. THEY UNDRESSED HIM, WRAPPED HIM IN A LINEN CLOTH, AND PLACED A CROWN OF THORNS UPON HIS HEAD. THEN THEY BROUGHT (THE) TWO CRIMINALS AND CRUCIFIED THE LORD JESUS ALONG WITH [THE] OTHERS; ONE TO EITHER SIDE OF HIM. BUT HE HELD HIS PEACE AND HID HIS PAIN. “FORGIVE THEM, FATHER [STEPHEN],” SAID JESUS, “FOR THEY DO NOT KNOW WHAT THEY ARE DOING.” NOW IT WAS ABOUT THE THIRD HOUR WHEN THEY CRUCIFIED HIM, AND THEY SEATED THEMSELVES THERE AND KEPT WATCH OVER HIM. NOW AFTER PILATE 339 HAD PASSED SENTENCE AGAINST HIM AND THE CROSS HAD BEEN RAISED UP, HE HAD A PROCLAMATION OF THE CRIME HE WAS CHARGED WITH READIED AND AFFIXED ABOVE HIS HEAD UPON THE CROSS STATING, AS THE JEWS THEMSELVES HAD LAID TO HIS CHARGE, THAT HE WAS THE KING OF THE JEWS. THE JUDGMENT THEY WROTE AGAINST HIM AS HIS TITLE ON THE NOTICE READ: THIS IS JESUS OF NAZARETH, KING OF THE JEWS, KING OF ISRAEL. AND MANY THERE FROM AMONG THE JEWS READ THIS SIGN. (THE PLACE WHERE JESUS WAS CRUCIFIED WAS NEAR TO THE CITY, YOU SEE, AND THE NOTICE WAS WRITTEN IN ARAMAIC, LATIN AND GREEK.) “DO NOT WRITE, ‘THE KING OF THE JEWS,’” THE CHIEF PRIESTS OBJECTED TO PILATE. “INSTEAD WRITE, ‘THIS MAN CLAIMED TO BE THE KING OF THE JEWS.’” “I HAVE WRITTEN WHAT I HAVE WRITTEN,” PILATE REPLIED. TWO ROBBERS WERE ALSO BEING CRUCIFIED ALONG WITH JESUS--ONE TO HIS RIGHT, AND ANOTHER TO HIS LEFT--FULFILLING THE SCRIPTURE THAT SAYS, “HE WAS RECKONED AMONG THE LAWBREAKERS.” PASSERS-BY FIRED PUT-DOWNS AT HIM, SHAKING THEIR HEADS AT HIM AND HECKLING, “OH! YOU WHO ARE TO DESTROY THE TEMPLE AND BUILD IT AGAIN IN JUST THREE DAYS. IF YOU ARE THE SON OF GOD, THEN DELIVER YOURSELF--COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS!” AS THE PEOPLE STOOD AROUND AND GAWKED, THE LEADERS--THE CHIEF PRIESTS, THE SCRIBES, AND THE ELDERS--DERIDED HIM AMONG THEMSELVES IN LIKE FASHION, RIDICULING HIM RELENTLESSLY. “THIS MAN HAS DELIVERED OTHERS,” THEY TAUNTED, “BUT HE CANNOT EVEN SAVE HIMSELF. LET THIS MAN RESCUE HIMSELF IF HE IS THE ELECT ONE, THE ANOINTED OF GOD. HE IS ISRAEL’S KING! THIS MESSIAH, THIS KING OF ISRAEL, OUGHT TO PROVE TO US THAT HE CAN COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS RIGHT NOW, FOR THEN WE WOULD BELIEVE IN HIM. HE TRUSTS IN GOD, SO IF GOD LIKES HIM SO WELL, THEN LET GOD DELIVER HIM NOW. HE DID BOAST, ‘I AM GOD’S SON,’ YOU KNOW.” THE SOLDIERS ALSO WENT UP TO JESUS AND MOCKED HIM. THEY PRESENTED HIM WITH SOUR WINE AND SCOFFED, “IF YOU REALLY ARE THE JEWISH KING, THEN WHY NOT JUST DELIVER YOURSELF.” (OVER HIM A WRITTEN PROCLAMATION READ: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.) EVEN THE ROBBERS BEING CRUCIFIED THERE ALONGSIDE HIM SHOWERED HIM WITH ABUSE. NOW AFTER THE SOLDIERS HAD PUT JESUS ON THE CROSS, THEY PILED HIS GARMENTS UP BEFORE HIM, AND THEN THEY ALL LAID CLAIM TO HIS CLOTHES. THEY DIVIDED THEM INTO FOUR PORTIONS AMONG THEMSELVES, ONE FOR EACH, 340 AND CAST LOTS TO SEE WHO WOULD GET WHAT. ONLY HIS UNDERSHIRT REMAINED, BUT FROM TOP TO BOTTOM IT WAS SEAMLESS AND OF A SINGLE WOVEN FABRIC. SO INSTEAD OF RIPPING IT APART, THE SOLDIERS AGREED, “LET THE LOT DECIDE WHO GETS TO KEEP IT.” THIS TOOK PLACE IN ORDER TO FULFILL THE WORD (OF) SCRIPTURE AS SPOKEN THROUGH THE PROPHET, “MY CLOTHING THEY SPLIT AMONG THEMSELVES AND FOR MY GARMENTS THEY CAST THEIR LOTS.” AT THAT POINT ONE OF THE CRIMINALS STARTED REPROACHING THEM, “IT IS FOR OUR OWN EVIL DEEDS THAT WE ARE SUFFERING, BUT WHAT CRIME HAS THIS MAN, WHO HAS BECOME SAVIOR TO US ALL, COMMITTED AGAINST YOU?” AND HE SO INFURIATED THEM THAT THEY ORDERED THAT HIS LEGS NOT BE BROKEN, SO THAT HE MIGHT DIE IN AGONY. THESE WERE THE THINGS THAT THE SOLDIERS DID. EVEN SO, ONE OF THE CRUCIFIED OUTLAWS WHO WAS HANGING THERE KEPT RAINING INSULTS DOWN ON HIM, “ARE YOU NOT SUPPOSED TO BE THE MESSIAH? DELIVER YOURSELF AND US AS WELL!” BUT DYSMAS, THE OTHER THIEF, REPROVED HIM, SAYING, “DO YOU HAVE NO FEAR OF GOD, SEEING AS [WE] ARE BOTH SUFFERING THE SAME PENALTY? WE ARE SUFFERING JUSTLY, FOR OURS IS AN APPROPRIATE SENTENCE, SEEING THAT OUR PUNISHMENT IS IN LINE WITH OUR CRIMES. BUT THIS MAN HAS NOT SINNED AT ALL.” “JESUS,” HE PLEADED, “WHEN YOU COME IN YOUR KINGDOM AND THE FULLNESS OF YOUR SPLENDOR, PLEASE REMEMBER ME!” “TRULY AND MOST ASSUREDLY I SAY TO YOU,” JESUS ANSWERED HIM, “YOU WILL THIS VERY DAY SEE ME IN PARADISE!” BY NOW IT WAS ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR, AND FROM THE SIXTH HOUR TO THE NINTH, DARKNESS FELL OVER THE LAND OF JUDEA, (AND INDEED) THE ENTIRE WORLD, FOR THE SUN WENT DARK AND THE STARS APPEARED, BUT THEY HAD NO GLINT IN THEM, AND THE LIGHT OF THE MOON GAVE OUT, AS THOUGH IT HAD BEEN TURNED TO BLOOD. AND ALL OF THEM GREW ANXIOUS AND FEARFUL, LEST THE SUN HAD GONE DOWN ALREADY, KNOWING THAT HE WAS STILL ALIVE, FOR AGAINST THEM IT STANDS WRITTEN, “THE SUN HAD BETTER NOT SET ON THE ONE WHO HAS BEEN PUT TO DEATH.” JOHN’S VISION OF THE CROSS OF LIGHT (ACJN 97-102) MOUNT OF OLIVES NOW AFTER THE DANCE, DEAR ONES, AND THE DEPARTURE OF THE LORD, WE APOSTLES WERE ALL LIKE MEN GONE ASTRAY, AND WE FLED IN ALL DIRECTIONS. BUT EVEN I, (JOHN,) AS I WAS WATCHING HIM SUFFER, DID NOT STAY TO 341 WITNESS HIS PASSION. INSTEAD I RAN TO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, WEEPING OVER WHAT HAD HAPPENED. NOW THAT FRIDAY AT ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR, AFTER HE HAD BEEN HUNG UPON THE CROSS, DARKNESS OVERTOOK THE EARTH. JUST THEN MY LORD STOOD IN THE HEART OF THE CAVE, FILLING THE ENTIRE PLACE WITH LIGHT. THEN MY LORD EXPRESSED TO ME, “JOHN, AS FAR AS THOSE WHO ARE DOWN IN JERUSALEM ARE CONCERNED, I AM BEING CRUCIFIED. THEY ARE LANCING ME WITH SPEARS AND STICKS, AND GIVING ME GALL AND VINEGAR TO DRINK. EVEN SO, I AM RIGHT HERE SPEAKING WITH YOU, SO LISTEN CLOSE TO WHAT I SAY. I WAS THE ONE WHO PUT IT INTO YOUR HEAD TO CLIMB UP THIS MOUNTAIN, SO THAT YOU MIGHT HEAR SOME TEACHINGS THAT A STUDENT CAN ONLY RECEIVE FROM HIS MASTER, AND WHICH A MAN CAN ONLY LEARN FROM HIS GOD.” AFTER SAYING THIS, HE REVEALED TO ME A CROSS OF LIGHT WHICH HAD BEEN SET UP. NOW THERE WAS AN ENORMOUS CROWD AROUND THIS CROSS WHICH WAS NOT OF A SINGLE STAMP; BUT WITHIN THIS CROSS THERE WAS BOTH A UNIFIED FORM AND A SINGULAR LIKENESS. AND I SAW THE LORD ABOVE THIS CROSS, SHAPELESS AND CONSISTING OF NOTHING BUT A VOICE. NOW THIS VOICE WAS NOT LIKE THE ONE WE WERE USED TO HEARING, BUT HEAVENLY, CAPTIVATING AND KINDHEARTED. “JOHN,” THE VOICE CONVEYED TO ME, “IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT SOMEONE HEAR THESE THINGS FROM ME, BECAUSE I AM IN NEED OF SOMEONE WHO WILL HEAR. IT IS FOR YOUR BENEFIT THAT I SOMETIMES CALL THIS SHINING CROSS THE WORD. NOW AT OTHER TIMES I REFER TO IT AS MIND, OR JESUS, OR CHRIST, OR THE DOOR, OR THE WAY, OR THE BREAD, OR THE SEED, OR THE RESURRECTION, OR THE SON, OR THE FATHER [STEPHEN], OR THE SPIRIT, OR LIFE, OR TRUTH, OR FAITH--AND THERE ARE TIMES WHEN I CALL IT GRACE. IT IS, IN FACT, FOR THE SAKE OF MANKIND THAT I COUCH IT IN SUCH TERMS. NOW AS IT IS UNDERSTOOD IN ITSELF AND AS IT IS SPOKEN TO US, IT IS TRULY THE DEMARCATION OF ALL THINGS, THE RAISING UP OF, AND THE BASIS FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN SET IN PLACE, BUT HAVE HITHERTO REMAINED UNSETTLED; NAMELY THE HARMONY IN THE WISDOM AND THE WISDOM IN THE HARMONY. BUT TO THE RIGHT AND TO THE LEFT THERE EXIST POWERS, PRINCIPALITIES, AUTHORITIES, DEMONS, IMPLEMENTATIONS, INTIMIDATIONS, FURY, DEVILS, SATAN AND THE SECONDARY BASIS, FROM WHICH PROCEED THE ESSENCE OF EPHEMERAL THINGS. “SO YOU SEE, THIS IS THE CROSS WHICH THROUGH THE WORD HAS BROUGHT 342 ALL THINGS TOGETHER, SEVERING OFF THE TRANSITORY AND LOWER THINGS, AND CONSOLIDATING ALL THINGS INTO ONE. BUT THIS IS NOT THE WOODEN CROSS, WHICH YOU ARE GOING TO SEE WHEN YOU GO DOWN THERE, AND NEITHER AM I THE ONE THEREON, WHO YOU DO NOT SEE NOW, BUT WHOSE UTTERANCE YOU NOW HEAR. I WAS TAKEN TO BE SOMETHING THAT I AM NOT, FOR I NEVER REVEALED MY TRUE SELF TO THOSE MANY OTHERS. THEY WILL THINK OF ME AS SOMETHING ELSE INSTEAD; SOMETHING THAT IS BASE AND UTTERLY BENEATH ME. AS A RESULT, EVEN AS THE PLACE OF REST IS NEITHER PERCEIVED NOR EVEN DISCUSSED, I, THE LORD OVER THIS PLACE WILL BE PERCEIVED AND DISCUSSED ALL THAT MUCH LESS. “NOW THE PEOPLE YOU SEE CROWDED AROUND THE CROSS, WHICH REPRESENTS THE BASER ESSENCE, ARE NOT OF A SINGULAR FORM, AND THE ONES THAT YOU SEE WITHIN THE CROSS DO NOT MAINTAIN A UNIFIED ASPECT. THIS IS BECAUSE NOT EVERY MEMBER OF THE ONE WHO HAS DESCENDED HAS BEEN ASSEMBLED TOGETHER WITH THEM. BUT AFTER HUMAN NATURE HAS BEEN LIFTED UP, WHEN THE KIND WHO OBEY MY VOICE APPROACH ME, THEN WHOEVER IS ABLE TO HEAR ME WILL UNITE WITH IT. IT IS TO REMAIN ABOVE THEM, AND WILL NO LONGER APPEAR AS IT DOES NOW. NO, IT WILL BE ELEVATED ABOVE THEM, EVEN AS I AM RIGHT NOW. YOU SEE, I WILL NEVER BE AS I ONCE WAS AS LONG AS YOU DO NOT SPEAK OF YOURSELF AS BELONGING TO ME. BUT IF YOU SHOULD HEAR THE THINGS I HAVE TO SAY AND TAKE THESE WORDS OF MINE TO HEART, THEN YOU WILL BECOME AS I AM NOW. BUT ONCE I HAVE TAKEN YOU TO MYSELF, YOU WILL BECOME AS I ONCE WAS, FOR HEREIN LIES YOUR SOURCE. THEREFORE PAY NO MIND TO THE MULTITUDES, BUT STEER CLEAR OF THEM INSTEAD, FOR THEY ARE FAR REMOVED FROM THE MYSTERY! RECOGNIZE THAT I EXIST ENTIRELY WITHIN THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] EXISTS WITHIN ME. “ACCORDINGLY, I NEVER DID SUFFER THE THINGS THAT THESE PEOPLE WILL CLAIM THAT I SUFFERED. YOU KNOW THAT SUFFERING THAT I SHOWED YOU AND THE OTHERS IN THAT DANCE, WELL I WANT IT TO BE SPOKEN OF AS A MYSTERY. FOR YOU SEE, WHAT I HAVE SHOWN YOU IS IN FACT YOURSELF AS YOU TRULY ARE. EVEN SO, ONLY I KNOW MYSELF AS I TRULY AM, AND THESE OTHER ONES DO NOT. DO THEREFORE ALLOW ME TO HOLD ON TO WHAT IS MINE. AND IT IS THROUGH ME THAT YOU MUST PERCEIVE WHAT BELONGS TO YOU. AS I HAVE SAID TO YOU ALREADY, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SEE ME AS I TRULY AM UNLESS YOU CAN SEE ME AS ONE WHO IS AKIN TO ME. 343 “YOU HAVE HEARD OF MY SUFFERING, BUT THAT I WAS NOT THE ONE WHO SUFFERED; THAT I FELT NO PAIN, YET MY AGONY WAS REAL; THAT I WAS PIERCED, YET I WAS NOT INJURED; HANGED, AND YET I WAS NOT HANGED; THAT MY BLOOD POURED OUT, YET IT DID NOT FLOW AND, IN BRIEF, IN NO WAY DID I SUFFER THE THINGS THAT THEY WILL CLAIM THAT I SUFFERED. NOT AT ALL. EVEN SO, I HAVE ENDURED THINGS THAT THEY NEVER MENTION. BUT EVEN NOW I WILL REVEAL TO YOU THE TRUE NATURE OF MY SUFFERINGS, SINCE I KNOW THAT YOU WILL UNDERSTAND. RECOGNIZE ME AS THE WORD--AND THAT THE WORD WAS WHAT WAS PUT TO DEATH; THAT THE WORD WAS PIERCED, THAT THE WORD DRIPPED BLOOD, THAT THE WORD WAS MAIMED, THE WORD WAS HUNG, THE WORD WAS WHAT ENDURED THE PASSION, THE WORD WAS NAILED, AND THAT THE WORD WAS WHAT DIED. THIS IS HOW I HAVE EXPRESSED IT, MAKING A PLACE FOR THE MAN. YOUR REASONING, THEREFORE, OUGHT TO BEGIN WITH THE WORD. THEN YOU WILL COME TO PERCEIVE THE LORD, AND IN THE THIRD PLACE, THE MAN, AND THE SUFFERINGS THAT HE HAS ENDURED.” AFTER HE FINISHED TELLING ME ALL OF THESE THINGS, AS WELL AS OTHERS THAT I COULD NOT EXPRESS TO YOU AS HE WOULD HAVE ME, HE WAS RAISED UP, AND NO ONE IN THAT CROWD THERE NOTICED IT. BUT LATER ON, AFTER I HAD GONE BACK DOWN, I LAUGHED THEM ALL TO SCORN, BECAUSE HE HAD REVEALED TO ME BEFOREHAND ALL THAT THEY WERE SAYING ABOUT HIM. NEVERTHELESS, I HELD THIS ONE THING VERY FIRMLY IN MY MIND: THAT THE LORD PUT EVERY SINGLE DETAIL INTO SYMBOLIC LANGUAGE, AS A GIFT TO BE GIVEN TO MANKIND, THAT THEIR HEARTS MIGHT BE TRANSFORMED THEREBY AND THUS RECEIVE DELIVERANCE. THE OVERTHROW OF HADES (DEC 2:1, 4:1-5:1; DECLTA 2:1-5:3A; DECLTB 2:1-6:2) THE UNDERWORLD OH LORD JESUS CHRIST, LIFE AND RESURRECTION OF THE WORLD, AND THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD, GIVE US GRACE TO SPEAK OF YOUR RESURRECTION, OF THE MIRACULOUS DEEDS THAT YOU HAVE PERFORMED IN HADES, AND OF THE WONDERS THAT YOU HAVE WORKED IN THE UNDERWORLD. GRANT US LEAVE TO UTTER MYSTERIES THROUGH YOUR DEATH UPON THE CROSS, FOR YOU HAVE ADJURED US ALL AND STRICTLY FORBIDDEN YOUR SERVANTS TO REVEAL TO ANY MAN THE SECRETS OF YOUR DIVINE MAJESTY WHICH YOU HAVE WROUGHT IN HADES. NOW AFTER BEING PLACED ALONGSIDE OUR FATHERS IN THE ABYSS, THE 344 SHADOW OF DEATH, THAT DEEP DARKNESS WHEREIN LIE ALL WHO HAVE DIED SINCE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, SOMETHING LIKE THE SUN SHONE SUDDENLY UPON US AND ILLUMINED US ALL. AND HOW GREAT WAS THAT LIGHT--THE GOLDEN RADIANCE OF THE SUN AND THE HUE OF ROYAL PURPLE. AND WE COULD SEE EACH OTHER IN THAT MIDNIGHT HOUR. AND THE FATHER OF THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE REJOICED TOGETHER WITH ABRAHAM, THE PATRIARCHS AND THE PROPHETS. AND THEY ALL CRIED OUT TO ONE ANOTHER, “THIS LIGHT IS SHINING FROM A GREAT ILLUMINATION! THIS LIGHT CAN BE NONE OTHER THAN THE AUTHOR OF EVERLASTING LIFE, WHO HAS PROMISED TO GIVE US THE LIGHT OF ETERNITY.” THEN ISAIAH, ONE OF THOSE WHO WAS STANDING THERE, CRIED ALOUD, “FATHER ADAM AND ALL OF THOSE WHO ARE GATHERED AROUND, LISTEN TO THE WORDS I SPEAK. IN THE DAYS THAT I WALKED THE EARTH, I PROPHESIED THE COMING OF THIS LIGHT BY THE TEACHING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH WHOM I SANG, ‘LAND OF ZEBULUN AND NAPTHALI BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES, THE PEOPLE SITTING IN THE MIDST OF DARKNESS HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT; AND AMONG THOSE WHO DWELL BENEATH THE SHADOW OF DEATH, A SHINING LIGHT HAS BROKEN FORTH.’ NOW IT HAS FINALLY COME AND ILLUMINED US WHO SIT IN DEATH.” AND WHEN THEY HEARD HIS WORDS, THEY TURNED HIS WAY. “WHO ARE YOU?” FATHER ADAM ASKED HIM, “FOR YOU HAVE SPOKEN THE TRUTH.” “I AM ISAIAH,” HE REPLIED. AND EVEN AS WE WERE CELEBRATING IN THE LIGHT THAT HAD DAWNED IN OUR MIDST, OUR FATHER SIMEON CAME TO US REJOICING AND SAYING, “GIVE GLORY TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD; FOR WHEN HE WAS AN INFANT IN THE TEMPLE, I TOOK HIM INTO MY ARMS. AND THE HOLY SPIRIT PROMPTED ME TO DECLARE, ‘NOW MY EYES HAVE SEEN YOUR SALVATION. YOU HAVE LAID IT OUT BEFORE US ALL--A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, AND FOR THE GLORIFICATION OF YOUR PEOPLE ISRAEL.’” AND AFTER HEARING THIS, THE HOST OF SAINTS REJOICED THE MORE, EVEN AS HADES AND THE GATES OF DEATH ALL TREMBLED. THEN WE HEARD THE RUMBLING VOICE OF THE SON OF THE MOST-HIGH FATHER [STEPHEN] AS HE THUNDERED, “OH PRINCES, RAISE THE PORTAL; HOIST THE EVERLASTING GATES, AND THE KING OF GLORY, CHRIST THE LORD WILL COME UP 345 AND ENTER THEREIN.” AND BEHOLD, SATAN, THE LUMINARY OF DEATH, ROSE UP EVEN AS THE SAINTS EXULTED, FLED IN TERROR TO HIS OFFICIALS AND INFERNAL AUTHORITIES AND SAID, “MY OFFICERS AND NETHER POWERS, HURRY UP AND SHUT THE GATES! SECURE THEM NOW WITH IRON BARS! RESIST THEM ALL AND BRAVELY FIGHT, LEST THEY SHOULD CAPTURE US AND KEEP US BOUND IN CHAINS.” THEN ALL OF HIS UNHOLY MINIONS WERE DISTURBED, AND WENT OFF WITH ALL DILIGENCE TO SHUT THE GATES AND TO CAREFULLY FASTEN ALL THE LOCKS AND IRON BARS; AND THEY BRANDISHED THEIR WEAPONS AS THEY HOWLED IN A MOST FRIGHTFUL AND GRUESOME VOICE. THEN SATAN, THE PRINCE AND HEIR OF DARKNESS, AND RINGLEADER OF DEATH, APPROACHED HADES AND GLOATED, “MOST INSATIABLE DEVOURER, HEARKEN TO MY SPEECH. BRACE YOURSELF TO RECEIVE THE ONE THAT I AM BRINGING DOWN TO YOU. FOR THERE IS THIS ONE FROM AMONG THE JEWISH RACE NAMED JESUS WHO CALLS HIMSELF THE SON OF GOD.” AND TO THIS VOICE HADES REPLIED, “THAT VOICE THAT CRIED OUT INDEED BELONGED TO NONE OTHER THAN THE SON OF THE MOST-HIGH FATHER [STEPHEN]. THE ENTIRE EARTH, YOU SEE, EVEN DOWN TO THE REGIONS BELOW, SHOOK SO HARD AT THE SOUND OF IT THAT I THINK THAT NOW BOTH MYSELF AND MY DUNGEONS LIE EXPOSED.” AND SATAN, THAT LEADER OF DEATH REPLIED, “WHAT HAS GOTTEN YOU SO TEARY-EYED? MY MOST ANCIENT AND VILE FRIEND, HAVE NO FEAR; I HAVE TURNED THE WHOLE RACE OF JEWS AGAINST HIM! THEY STRUCK HIM WITH BLOWS TO THE FACE JUST AS I COMMANDED THEM. I EVEN MANAGED TO TURN ONE OF HIS OWN DISCIPLES AGAINST HIM! HE’S THE SAME AS ANY MAN; SO AFRAID TO DIE. JUST LOOK, IT WAS OUT OF FEAR THAT HE CRIED ALOUD, ‘MY SOUL IS ALMOST DEAD FROM SORROW.’ AND I WAS THE ONE WHO BROUGHT HIM DOWN. FOR HE IS NOTHING BUT A MAN, AND HE HAS JUST NOW BEEN LIFTED UP AND HUNG UPON A CROSS, SO GET READY TO SECURE HIM HERE. HE CAUSED ME A GREAT DEAL OF TROUBLE WHEN HE WALKED UP THERE AMONG THE LIVING. HE HAS WRONGED ME AND TAKEN HIS STAND AGAINST ME AT EVERY TURN. HE HAS CAST OUT AS MANY OF MY SERVANTS AS HE HAS COME ACROSS. HE HAS CURED ALL WHOM I HAD DISABLED THROUGH HIS WORD ALONE--THE BLIND, THE LAME, THE LEPROUS, AND THE LIKE. HE HAS EVEN RECLAIMED THE DEAD THAT I HAVE DELIVERED OVER TO YOU.” “IS HE REALLY SO POWERFUL,” HADES CHALLENGED PRINCE SATAN, “THAT HE DOES ALL THIS WITH HIS WORD ALONE? IF HE FEARS DEATH SO MUCH, THEN WHO 346 MUST HE BE TO HAVE SUCH AUTHORITY? WILL YOU INDEED BE ABLE TO HOLD YOUR OWN AGAINST HIM, IF HE HAS THIS KIND OF CLOUT? LOOK, THROUGH YOUR, MIGHT YOU HAVE BROUGHT DOWN AND SUBJECTED GREAT PEOPLE TO MY RULE. SO, IF YOU HAVE THIS KIND OF AUTHORITY, AND HE MANAGES TO FRUSTRATE YOUR COMMAND, WHAT KIND OF POWER MUST LIE BEHIND THIS MAN JESUS WHO IS SO ‘AFRAID OF DEATH’? I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, IF HE SHOWS THIS KIND OF ABILITY AS A HUMAN BEING, THEN HE MUST TRULY BE ALL-POWERFUL AND DIVINE. NONE CAN STAND AGAINST SUCH STRENGTH! AND IF IT IS, AS YOU ALLEGE, THAT HE SAID HE FEARED DEATH, HE ONLY SAID IT TO DERIDE AND TO RIDICULE YOU, WITH AN EYE TOWARD SEIZING YOU WITH THE HAND OF STRENGTH. AND WOE, WOE TO YOU FOREVERMORE.” “OH HADES, MOST INSATIABLE DEVOURER,” ANSWERED SATAN, PRINCE OF TARTARUS, “TELL ME WHY YOU HAVE SUCH DOUBTS? WHY ARE YOU SO AFRAID TO RECEIVE JESUS, OUR MUTUAL NEMESIS? I AM NOT AFRAID OF HIM. I HAVE TEMPTED HIM, STIRRED UP THE RELIGIOUS FERVOR AND RIGHTEOUS INDIGNATION OF MY ANCIENT PEOPLE, THE JEWS, AGAINST HIM, SHARPENED A SPEAR TO PIERCE HIM WITH, MIXED GALL AND VINEGAR FOR HIM TO DRINK, READIED A TREE TO CRUCIFY HIM ON, AND GATHERED THORNS TO PRICK HIM WITH. SOON HE WILL BE DEAD AND I WILL BE ABLE TO BRING HIM HERE TO YOU, SUBJECT BOTH TO YOU AND ME! THEREFORE WHEN HE DOES GET HERE, BE PREPARED TO HOLD HIM FAST.” “OH HEIR OF DARKNESS,” HADES RETORTED, “SON OF DAMNATION AND DEVIL, YOU HAVE JUST NOW TOLD ME THAT THROUGH HIS WORD ALONE HE HAS BROUGHT MANY BACK TO LIFE WHOM YOU HAD READIED FOR BURIAL. YOU HAVE INFORMED ME THAT HE HAS HIMSELF DRAWN THE DEAD FROM ME. I HAVE HELD A GREAT MANY HERE WHO MANAGED TO TAKE THE DEAD FROM ME WHEN THEY LIVED UPON THE EARTH. IT WAS NOT THROUGH THEIR OWN POWER THAT THEY DID THIS, BUT THROUGH THEIR PRAYERS TO GOD, AND IT WAS THEIR ALMIGHTY GOD WHO DREW THEM FROM ME. WHO THEN IS THIS JESUS, WHO TAKES THE DEAD FROM ME WITHOUT SUCH PRAYERS? IF, THEN, HE HAS RELEASED OTHER PEOPLE FROM THE GRAVE, BY WHAT MEANS OR STRENGTH ARE WE TO DETAIN HIM HERE? A SHORT TIME AGO I SWALLOWED UP THIS DEAD MAN NAMED LAZARUS, AND NOT LONG THEREAFTER HE WAS FORCIBLY REMOVED FROM MY ENTRAILS BY THE WORD OF ONE FROM AMONG THE LIVING, AND I THINK IT WAS THE ONE OF WHOM YOU SPEAK.” THEN SATAN, THE PRINCE OF DEATH SAID, “IT WAS JESUS ALL 347 RIGHT.” AND AFTER HEARING THIS, HADES REMARKED, “IF IT IS THAT SAME ONE WHO BY ORDER OF HIS WORD ALONE CAUSED LAZARUS TO FLY LIKE AN EAGLE FROM MY BOSOM AFTER FOUR DAYS OF DEATH, THEN HE IS NOT A MAN FROM THE HUMAN RACE, BUT GOD IN ALL HIS MAJESTY. WERE WE TO LET THIS MAN IN HERE, THEN I FEAR THAT WE COULD LOSE EVERYONE ELSE AS WELL, JUST LOOK, I CAN SENSE THE UNREST OF ALL WHOM I HAVE DEVOURED SINCE THE WORLD WAS MADE. OH, HOW MY BELLY ACHES! THE TAKING OF LAZARUS FROM ME SEEMS TO ME AN ILL OMEN, FOR HE WAS NOT TAKEN FROM ME LIKE AN ORDINARY DEAD MAN. NO, THE EARTH CAST HIM FORTH AS SWIFT AS AN EAGLE. NOW SATAN, MASTER OF ALL EVILS, I IMPLORE YOU, BY YOUR STRENGTH AS WELL AS MINE, DO NOT BRING HIM HERE TO ME! FOR I FEAR THAT EVEN AS WE ARE EXPECTING TO CAPTURE HIM, HE WILL TAKE US CAPTIVE INSTEAD. JUST LOOK, IF ALL IT TOOK WAS HIS VOICE ALONE TO DESTROY EVERY BIT OF MY POWER, WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE THAT HE WILL DO WHEN HE SHOWS UP HERE IN PERSON? FOR AS SOON AS I HEARD THE WORD OF HIS COMMAND I SHOOK WITH HORROR AND DREAD, AND ALL WHO SERVE ME WERE LIKEWISE MORTIFIED. SO, I AM NOW QUITE SURE THAT ANY MAN WHO COULD DO ALL THIS MUST INDEED BE GOD HIMSELF, POWERFUL IN DOMINION, MIGHTY IN HUMANITY, AND SAVIOR TO ALL MANKIND. BEHOLD, I FEAR THAT HIS ENTIRE PURPOSE FOR COMING DOWN HERE IS TO RAISE THE DEAD. AND I AM TELLING YOU, BY THE DARKNESS THAT SURROUNDS US ALL, IF YOU SHOULD BRING HIM HERE TO ME, HE WILL FREE ALL THOSE WHO ARE LOCKED AWAY IN THE CRUELTY OF PRISON, SHACKLED BY THE UNBREAKABLE CHAINS OF THEIR SINS. HE WILL BRING THEM INTO THE ETERNAL LIFE OF HIS DIVINITY, AND NOT SO MUCH AS ONE FROM THE DEAD WILL BE LEFT FOR ME!” “DO NOT BE SUCH A COWARD!” SATAN RETORTED. “YOU HAD BETTER READY YOURSELF, BECAUSE HE IS HANGING ON THE CROSS ALREADY AND THERE IS NOTHING ELSE THAT I CAN DO.” “IF THERE IS NOTHING YOU CAN DO,” HADES REPLIED, “THEN RECOGNIZE THAT YOUR DESTRUCTION IS AT HAND. NOW I WILL NO DOUBT REMAIN CAST DOWN AND IN DISGRACE, BUT YOU WILL BE PLACED TO SUFFER TORMENTS IN MY EMBRACE.” AND ALL OF A SUDDEN, EVEN AS SATAN AND HADES WERE ARGUING IT ALL OUT, A VOICE THUNDERED AND SPIRITS CRIED FORTH, “RAISE YOUR GATES, YOU RULERS, AND BE LIFTED UP, YOU EVERLASTING GATES; THE KING OF GLORY IS ON HIS WAY!” NOW WHEN HADES HEARD THIS, HE CAST SATAN OUT OF HIS KINGDOM, SAYING TO HIM: “GO AND FIGHT HIM IF YOU CAN! GO ON THEN, GET 348 OUT OF MY HOUSE! IF YOU ARE SUCH A MIGHTY WARRIOR, THEN GO AND BATTLE AGAINST THE KING OF GLORY,” SATAN THEREFORE LEFT HIS PRESENCE. THEN HADES ORDERED HIS MOST WICKED AND DEMONIC SERVANTS, “NOW SECURE THE CRUEL GATES OF BRASS, AND FIRMLY FASTEN THE IRON BARS. TIGHTEN AND SECURE THEM ALL, AND HOLD FAST MY BOLTS. STAND TALL AND KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN FOR ANYTHING. TAKE COURAGE AND RESIST, THAT WE WHO HOLD CAPTIVITY MIGHT NOT OURSELVES BE TAKEN CAPTIVE, FOR IF HE SHOULD GET IN HERE, CALAMITIES WILL BEFALL US ALL.” NOW THE SAINTS COULD HEAR THE CONFLICT BETWEEN SATAN AND HADES, FOR THEY DID POSSESS KNOWLEDGE, THOUGH THEY DID NOT YET RECOGNIZE ONE ANOTHER. “RULER OF DEATH,” OUR HOLY FATHER ADAM ANSWERED SATAN, “TELL ME WHY YOU SHAKE WITH FRIGHT? BEHOLD, THE LORD IS COMING TO DEMOLISH ALL THAT YOU HAVE CONTRIVED. HE WILL LAY HOLD OF YOU AND BIND YOU UP FOREVERMORE.” AND WHEN THE SAINTS HEARD THE VOICE OF OUR FATHER ADAM, AND THE BOLDNESS WITH WHICH HE HAD ANSWERED SATAN, THEY WERE STRENGTHENED IN THEIR JOY, AND THEY ALL CAME RUNNING UP TO FATHER ADAM AND CROWDED AROUND HIM. THEN OUR FATHER ADAM STARED OUT OVER THE GREAT MULTITUDE AND WONDERED IN ASTONISHMENT IF ALL IN THE WORLD WERE A DESCENDANT OF HIS. JOHN THE BAPTIST (DEC 2:2; DECLTA 2:3; DECLTB 5:2) THE UNDERWORLD AFTER THIS ANOTHER MAN, AN ANCHORITE FROM THE WILDERNESS, STEPPED INTO THEIR MIDST. “AND WHO MIGHT YOU BE WHO CLOTHE YOURSELF IN SUCH RAIMENT?” THE PATRIARCHS ASKED HIM. “I AM JOHN,” HE REPLIED, “THE LAST OF THE PROPHETS. I MADE STRAIGHT THE WAYS OF GOD’S SON, AND VENTURED OUT AHEAD OF THAT VERY LORD TO CLEAR THE RUGGED AND BARREN PLACES INTO TIDY PATHS. MINE WAS THE FINGER THAT POINTED HIM OUT TO THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM, REVEALING THAT HE WAS THE LAMB OF THE LORD AND THE SON OF GOD. I AM THE VOICE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], THE PROPHET, AND I AM GOING OUT BEFORE HIS FACE TO PREPARE HIS WAYS BEFORE HE COMES, TO DELIVER THE KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION TO HIS PEOPLE, THAT THEIR SINS MIGHT BE FORGIVEN THEM. “AND WHEN I SAW HIM DRAWING NEAR, THE HOLY SPIRIT PROMPTED ME TO DECLARE, ‘BEHOLD, IT IS THE LAMB OF GOD, THE ONE WHO TAKES AWAY THE 349 SINS OF THE WORLD!’ I BAPTIZED HIM IN THE JORDAN RIVER WITH MY OWN HAND, AND I SAW THE HOLY SPIRIT ALIGHTING UPON HIM AS A DOVE. THEN I HEARD A VOICE FROM THE SKY, ‘THIS IS TRULY THE SON OF MY LOVE, THE ONE IN WHOM I TAKE DELIGHT.’ AND HE LET ME KNOW THAT HE WOULD GO DOWN INTO THE NETHER REALMS. AND NOW I HAVE INDEED COME DOWN TO THIS PLACE, AND GONE BEFORE HIM TO LET YOU KNOW THAT THE RISEN SON OF GOD IS ABOUT TO ARRIVE FROM ON HIGH TO VISIT US WHO SIT IN DARKNESS, UNDERNEATH THE SHADOW OF DEATH. HE HAS SENT ME HERE TO SAY TO YOU THAT THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD IS COMING DOWN; TO ADVISE YOU THAT ALL WHO PUT THEIR FAITH IN HIM WILL BE SAVED, AND TO CAUTION YOU THAT ALL WHO REFUSE TO BELIEVE WILL BE CONDEMNED. SO NOW I’M HERE TO LET YOU KNOW: AS SOON AS YOU SEE HIM, WORSHIP HIM, FOR THIS WILL BE YOUR ONLY CHANCE FOR REPENTANCE, BECAUSE IN THE VAIN WORLD ABOVE, YOU SINNED THROUGH ALL YOUR IDOL WORSHIPPING, AND IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO REPENT AT ANY OTHER TIME.” ADAM AND SETH (DEC 3:1; DECLTA 3:1; DECLTB 4:2B-3) THE UNDERWORLD AND WHEN FATHER ADAM HEARD THESE WORDS, HE CRIED OUT IN A LOUD VOICE, “HALLELUJAH!” WHICH IS TO SAY, “TRULY THE LORD IS ON HIS WAY.” AND HEARING THAT JESUS HAD BEEN BAPTIZED IN THE RIVER JORDAN, FATHER ADAM, THE FIRST MAN FORMED, EMBRACED THOSE WHO WERE STANDING AROUND HIM. AND THROUGH HIS BITTER TEARS HE SOBBED TO HIS SON SETH, “LET YOUR SONS THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS KNOW ALL THAT YOU HEARD FROM MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL; WITH REGARD TO WHAT TOOK PLACE WHEN I WAS ILL AND SENT YOU TO THE GATES OF PARADISE TO BESEECH GOD TO SEND HIS ANGEL TO GIVE YOU OIL FROM THE TREE OF MERCY WITH WHICH TO ANOINT MY BODY.” THEN SETH, GOING BEFORE THE RIGHTEOUS PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS PROCLAIMED, “PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS, HEARKEN TO MY SPEECH. WHEN MY FATHER ADAM, THE FIRST MAN FORMED, GREW TERMINALLY ILL, HE SENT ME OUT TO THE GATE OF PARADISE TO PRAY TO GOD, HOPING THAT HE WOULD SEND AN ANGEL OUT TO LEAD ME TO THE TREE OF MERCY, THAT I MIGHT TAKE SOME OF THE OIL THEREFROM AND ANOINT HIM THEREWITH, SO THAT HE MIGHT RECOVER THEREBY. SO I PRAYED TO THE LORD, AND IN TEARS DID I CALL UPON THE GUARDIAN OF PARADISE TO GIVE ME SOME. THEN MICHAEL THE 350 ARCHANGEL CAME OUT AND QUESTIONED ME, ‘SETH, WHY ARE YOU WEEPING? TELL ME, THEN, WHAT YOU ARE SEEKING? FOR THE LORD HAS SENT ME HERE TO YOU, SEEING THAT I HAVE BEEN SET OVER THE HUMAN RACE. IS IT BECAUSE YOUR FATHER IS ILL AND YOU WANT SOME OF THAT OIL THAT RAISES UP THE SICK, OR ELSE ACCESS TO THE TREE THAT PRODUCES IT? IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU TO RECEIVE IT JUST YET. BUT SETH, LET ME TELL YOU, DO NOT TOIL THROUGH TEARFUL PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION FOR THE OIL OF THAT TREE OF MERCY WITH WHICH TO ANOINT THE BODY OF YOUR FATHER, WHICH IS STRICKEN BY SUCH PAIN. REALIZE IN ADVANCE THAT THE BODY OF YOUR FATHER ADAM WILL NOT AT THIS TIME BE GIVEN THIS OIL OF MERCY, BUT ONLY AFTER THE PASSING OF MANY AGES. YOU SEE, YOU WILL ONLY BE ABLE TO RECEIVE IT IN THE FINAL DAYS AND TIMES, AFTER THE FULFILLMENT OF THE FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED YEARS. FOR THE DEARLY BELOVED SON OF GOD WILL COME DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN AND ENTER THIS WORLD, THAT HE MIGHT RAISE UP NOT ONLY THE BODY OF ADAM, BUT INDEED THOSE OF ALL THE DEPARTED. AND WHEN HE COMES, HE WILL BE BAPTIZED BY JOHN IN THE RIVER JORDAN. THEN, WHEN HE RISES UP AND OUT OF THE WATER, HE WILL ANOINT THE BODIES OF ALL WHO BELIEVE IN HIM WITH THE OIL OF HIS MERCY. THAT OIL OF MERCY WILL BE FOR THOSE WHO ARE TO BE DELIVERED UNTO ETERNAL LIFE, THOSE WHO ARE BORN OF WATER AND DIVINE INSPIRATION. AND WHEN HE GOES DOWN INTO THE HEART OF THE EARTH, JESUS CHRIST, THE BELOVED SON OF GOD, WILL THEN RISE UP, CARRY OUR FATHER ADAM INTO PARADISE, AND DELIVER HIM AT LAST TO THAT TREE OF MERCY. AND HE WILL PURIFY HIMSELF AND HIS CHILDREN WITH WATER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. THEN HE WILL BE FREE OF EVERY DISEASE, AND THEN WILL BEGIN THE ETERNAL REIGN OF THOSE WHO HAVE TRUSTED IN HIM. BUT NONE OF THIS CAN HAPPEN YET, SO GO BACK AND SAY TO YOUR FATHER, ‘FIVE THOUSAND AND FIVE HUNDRED YEARS FROM THE TIME THAT THE WORLD WAS BROUGHT INTO BEING, GOD’S ONLY BEGOTTEN SON IS GOING TO COME DOWN TO THIS REALM AND TAKE ON A HUMAN FORM, AND HE WILL BE THE ONE TO ANOINT HIM WITH THE OIL OF HIS MERCY.’” AND WHEN SETH WAS HEARD TO SAY THESE THINGS, THE PATRIARCHS, THE PROPHETS AND ALL OF THE ASSEMBLED SAINTS, FILLED WITH JOY AND EXULTATION, STARTED TO MOCK AND REPROVE HADES, CHIDING, “OH, HADES, WHO DEVOURS ALL THINGS BUT IS NEVER FILLED, OPEN WIDE YOUR GATES THAT THE KING OF GLORY MIGHT COME INSIDE.” 351 DAVID (DEC 5:2; DECLTA 5:2A; DECLTB 6:1A) THE UNDERWORLD THEN ANOTHER CAME FORWARD WHO WAS SET APART BY A REGAL APPEARANCE. HIS NAME WAS DAVID, AND HE CRIED OUT, “YOU WHO ARE BLIND, DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT WHEN I LIVED IN THE WORLD ABOVE, I WAS THE ONE WHO SPOKE THAT WORD, ‘LIFT UP YOUR GATES, YOU RULERS?’ I MADE KNOWN THE MERCY OF GOD EVEN AS I WALKED THE EARTH, FORETELLING OF THE FUTURE JOY, AND ALSO OF HIS COMING HERE, SAYING, ‘LET THEM THROUGHOUT ALL THE AGES, CONFESS TO THE LORD OF HIS TENDER MERCIES AND WONDERFUL WORKS ON BEHALF OF THE SONS OF MEN, FOR HE HAS SHATTERED THE GATES OF BRASS, DESTROYED THE BARS OF IRON, AND RAISED THEM FROM THEIR WICKED WAYS.’” JEREMIAH (DECLTB 6:1B) THE UNDERWORLD THEN EACH OF THE RIGHTEOUS FOREFATHERS STARTED TO RECOGNIZE ONE ANOTHER AND TO RECITE THEIR RESPECTIVE PROPHECIES. THE HOLY JEREMIAH, GOING OVER WHAT HE HAD SAID, THEN ADDRESSED THE OTHER PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS, SAYING, “WHEN I LIVED IN THE WORLD ABOVE, I FORESPOKE OF THE SON OF GOD, OF HIS COMING TO THIS EARTH, AND OF THE WAY THAT HE WOULD SPEAK TO MEN.” ISAIAH (DECLTA 5:2B; DECLTB 5:1) THE UNDERWORLD FOLLOWING HIM, ISAIAH LIKEWISE SAID TO THEM, “WHEN I LIVED UPON THE EARTH, I SPOKE OF THIS THROUGH THE DIVINE INSPIRATION, FOR DID I NOT SAY TO YOU, ‘THE DEAD WILL ARISE, AND ALL WHO ARE ENTOMBED WILL AGAIN RISE UP; AND THE PEOPLES OF THE EARTH, (AND) THOSE BENEATH WILL REJOICE AS ONE, FOR THE DEW OF THE LORD WILL HEAL THEM ALL’? AND AGAIN, I SAID, ‘OH DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING? OH HADES, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY?’” THE SAINTS (DECLTA 5:3A; DECLTB 6:2) THE UNDERWORLD AND WHEN THE SAINTS HEARD WHAT ISAIAH HAD SAID, THEY ALL STARTED 352 PRODDING HADES, “OPEN UP YOUR GATES, FOR NOW YOU ARE VANQUISHED. FROM NOW ON, YOU ARE TO BE WEAK AND DEFENSELESS.” THEN ALL OF THE SAINTS, BASKING IN THE LIGHT OF THE LORD BEFORE THE EYES OF OUR FATHER ADAM, RESPONDING TO ALL THAT THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS HAD SAID, CRIED OUT, “HALLELUJAH! BLESSINGS ON THE ONE WHO COMES BEARING THE LORD’S NAME.” NOW THEIR SHOUTS STARTED SATAN TREMBLING AND SEEKING SOME MEANS OF ESCAPE, BUT BECAUSE HADES AND HIS MINIONS HAD HIM ALL BOUND UP AND KEPT IN THE UNDERWORLD--SURROUNDED AND GUARDED ON EVERY SIDE--ALL HIS EFFORTS WERE FOR NOUGHT. “WHAT HAS GOT YOU SHAKING?” THEY TAUNTED. “WE ARE NOT ABOUT TO LET YOU OUT. TAKE WHAT YOU’VE GOT COMING TO YOU FROM THE ONE YOU ATTACKED EACH AND EVERY DAY. AND OF THIS YOU CAN BE SURE: HE WILL BIND YOU UP AND DELIVER YOU INTO MY HANDS.” JESUS SURRENDERS HIS SPIRIT (MATT 27:46-50; MARK 15:34-37; LUKE 23:45B-46; JOHN 19:25-30; JOHN 19:26-30 IN CODEX EVANGELII JOHANNEI TEMPLARIORUM; GPT 5:2-5; GNC 11:1A) JERUSALEM AND RIGHT ABOUT THE NINTH HOUR JESUS SHOUTED WITH A THUNDERING VOICE, “ELOI, ELOI, LAMA SABACHTHANI!”--WHICH MEANS “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?” NOW WHEN SOME OF THOSE WHO WERE STANDING NEARBY HEARD THIS, THEY SAID, “LISTEN UP, HE IS CALLING ELIJAH!” AND ONE OF THEM SAID, “GIVE HIM GALL AND VINEGAR TO DRINK.” AND RIGHT AWAY ONE OF THE MEN RACED TO GET A SPONGE. THEN, AFTER STIRRING UP THE MIXTURE, HE SATURATED THE SPONGE WITH SOUR WINE, POKED A STICK THROUGH IT, AND GAVE IT TO JESUS TO DRINK. BUT HE (AND SOME) OTHERS SAID, “LEAVE THIS MAN ALONE FOR NOW. LET US SEE IF ELIJAH COMES TO TAKE HIM DOWN (AND) RESCUE HIM.” NOW JESUS’ MOTHER WAS STANDING BY THE CROSS, AS WAS HIS MOTHER’S SISTER MARY, THE WIFE OF CLEOPHAS, AND ALSO MARY MAGDALENE. AND WHEN JESUS SAW HIS MOTHER THERE, AND HIS BELOVED DISCIPLE CLOSE AT HAND, HE SAID TO HER, “PRECIOUS WOMAN, DO NOT WEEP, FOR I AM ON MY WAY BACK TO MY FATHER, WHERE THERE IS ETERNAL LIFE. YOUR SON IS RIGHT HERE AT YOUR SIDE! HE IS GOING TO TAKE MY PLACE.” AND TO THE DISCIPLE HE SAID, “HERE IS YOUR MOTHER!” AND THIS FOLLOWER TOOK HER INTO HIS 353 HOME FROM THAT TIME FORWARD. AFTER THAT, KNOWING THAT ALL WAS NOW FULFILLED SO AS TO SATISFY THE SCRIPTURE, JESUS SAID, “I AM THIRSTY.” A JUG OF VINEGARED WINE WAS SITTING THERE, SO THEY STEEPED A SPONGE IN IT, ATTACHED IT TO THE STALK OF A HYSSOP PLANT, AND RAISED IT UP TO JESUS’ LIPS, BRINGING ALL THINGS TO A CLOSE, AND PILING THEIR SINS UPON THEIR HEADS. AND MANY, THINKING IT NIGHTTIME, WENT AROUND CARRYING LANTERNS, AND THEY LAY DOWN. AND AFTER HE HAD TAKEN A DRINK, JESUS CRIED WITH A DEAFENING SHOUT, “MY POWER! MY POWER! YOU HAVE FORSAKEN ME! IT IS FINISHED NOW!” AND WHEN JESUS HAD AGAIN CRIED IN A LOUD VOICE, “FATHER [STEPHEN], BADDACH EPHKID ROUEL” WHICH TRANSLATES AS, “FATHER [STEPHEN], I PLACE MY SPIRIT INTO YOUR HANDS!” HE BREATHED HIS LAST, LOWERED HIS HEAD, SURRENDERED HIS SPIRIT AND WAS TAKEN UP. SIGNS ACCOMPANYING JESUS’ DEATH (MATT 27:51-56; MARK 15:38-41; LUKE 23:45B, 47-49; JOHN 19:31-37; GNC 11:1B; GPT 5:6; GNAZ 10, QUOTE BY JEROME, EPISTLE TO HEDIBIA 120.8, GNAZ 10, QUOTE BY JEROME, ON MATTHEW 4, REGARDING MATTHEW 27:51, ANAPLT 7B; DEC 5:3A; DECLTA 5:3B; DECLTB 7:1) GOLGOTHA (GETHSEMANE), JERUSALEM AND JUST THEN THE CURTAIN OF THE TEMPLE RIPPED IN TWO FROM TOP TO BOTTOM. THE GROUND THEN SHOOK AND THE TEMPLE’S ENORMOUS LINTEL FRACTURED AND COLLAPSED, SHATTERING INTO PIECES. AND THE ENTIRE EARTH WAS SWALLOWED UP BY THE UNDERWORLD, SUCH THAT THE VERY SANCTUARY OF THE TEMPLE, AS THEY REFER TO IT, COULD NOT BE SEEN BY THE JEWS AS THEY FELL. THE ROCKS CRACKED OPEN AND THEY SAW AN ABYSS IN THE EARTH BELOW; AND THEY HEARD THE RUMBLING OF THUNDERS THAT CAME UPON IT. AND ONCE AGAIN, THE VOICE OF THE SON OF THE MOST HIGH FATHER [STEPHEN] CAME THUNDERING (IN HADES,) “OH YOU PRINCES, HOIST YOUR GATES, AND YOU EVERLASTING GATES, BE LIFTED UP; THE KING OF GLORY IS COMING IN.” AND SEEING THAT THE VOICE HAD TWICE CRIED OUT, SATAN AND HADES THEN INQUIRED, “WHO IS THIS KING OF GLORY?” JUST AS IF THEY DID NOT KNOW. AND THE VOICE OF THE LORD ANSWERED THEM, “IT IS THE GREAT AND POWERFUL LORD, THE LORD WHO IS ALMIGHTY IN BATTLE.” “I RECOGNIZE THOSE WORDS THAT WERE SHOUTED,” DAVID ANSWERED HADES, “FOR I SPOKE THOSE SAME 354 WORDS THROUGH HIS SPIRIT. AND NOW I WILL SAY TO YOU AS I SAID BEFORE, ‘IT IS THE STRONG AND MIGHTY LORD, THE LORD WHO IS GREAT IN BATTLE, HE IS INDEED THE KING OF GLORY.’” AND DURING THAT HORRIFIC EVENT, THE BODIES OF MANY OF THE RIGHTEOUS WHO HAD DIED ALREADY WERE SEEN RAISED BACK UP TO LIFE. THEY CAME OUT OF THEIR GRAVES AND, FOLLOWING THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS, ENTERED INTO THE HOLY CITY AND APPEARED TO MANY OF ITS CITIZENS, AS THE JEWS HAVE THEMSELVES ADMITTED. THEY REPORTED THAT THEY HAD SEEN ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB; THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS, MOSES, AND EVEN JOB, WHO THEY SAY DIED SOME THIRTY-FIVE HUNDRED YEARS BEFORE. I, (PILATE,) SAW GREAT NUMBERS APPEARING BODILY, AND THEY WERE GRIEVING FOR THE JEWS, BOTH FOR THE GREAT INIQUITY THAT HAD HAPPENED ON THEIR ACCOUNT, AS WELL AS THE SUBSEQUENT DEVASTATION OF THEIR NATION AND THEIR LAW. AND AFTER THE CENTURION WHO WAS STANDING BEFORE JESUS, AND THOSE WHO WERE KEEPING GUARD WITH HIM, HAD WITNESSED THE EARTHQUAKE AND ALL OF THE OTHER SIGNS THAT HAD TAKEN PLACE, HEARING HIS SHOUT AND SEEING HOW HE HAD DIED, THEY GREW FEARFUL AND GAVE GLORY TO GOD, SHOUTING OUT AND CONFESSING, “THIS RIGHTEOUS MAN MUST HAVE BEEN THE SON OF GOD!” AND WHEN ALL WHO HAD GATHERED TO SEE THIS EVENT SAW WHAT HAD HAPPENED, THEY BEAT THEIR BREASTS AND LEFT FOR HOME. BUT THOSE WHO KNEW HIM WERE WATCHING HIM FROM A DISTANCE, (AND) AMONG THEM WERE SOME WOMEN, MARY OF MAGDALA, MARY, MOTHER OF THE LESSER JAMES, AND OF JOSES AND SALOME. THESE WOMEN HAD TRAVELED WITH HIM ALL OVER GALILEE, ATTENDING TO HIS EVERY NEED. THERE WERE ALSO MANY OTHER WOMEN WHO WERE WATCHING THESE THINGS FROM AFAR WHO HAD FOLLOWED HIM AND MADE THE JOURNEY FROM GALILEE ALL THE WAY UP TO JERUSALEM. NOW IT WAS THE DAY OF PREPARATION FOR THE FOLLOWING DAY’S HIGH SABBATH, AND THE JEWS, NOT WANTING ANY BODIES LEFT HANGING ON THE CROSSES ON THE SABBATH DAY, ASKED PILATE TO ORDER THAT THEIR LEGS BE BROKEN AND THEIR CORPSES REMOVED. SO THE SOLDIERS CAME AND BROKE THE LEGS OF THE FIRST MAN CRUCIFIED ALONGSIDE JESUS, THEN THOSE OF THE SECOND ONE. BUT WHEN THEY CAME TO JESUS AND FOUND THAT HE WAS DEAD ALREADY, THEY LEFT HIS LEGS UNBROKEN. ONE OF THE SOLDIERS, HOWEVER, DID PIERCE JESUS THROUGH HIS SIDE WITH A SPEAR, AND OUT OF HIM FLOWED 355 BLOOD AND WATER. NOW ALL OF THESE THINGS CAME TO PASS TO BRING TO FULFILLMENT THE SCRIPTURE THAT SAYS, “NOT EVEN ONE OF HIS BONES WILL BE BROKEN.” AND, AS IT SAYS IN ANOTHER PLACE, “THEY WILL LOOK ON THE ONE WHOM THEY HAVE PIERCED.” AND THE MAN WHO HAS GIVEN THIS ACCOUNT ACTUALLY SAW IT HAPPEN, AND HIS IS A FAITHFUL WITNESS. HE KNOWS THAT HE IS TELLING THE TRUTH, SUCH THAT YOU MIGHT ALSO BELIEVE. CHRIST’S BURIAL (MATT 27:57-58; MARK 15:42-45; LUKE 23:50-52; JOHN 19:38-39; GPT 6A; GNC 11:2A) JERUSALEM NOW IT WAS THE DAY BEFORE THE SABBATH, THE DAY OF PREPARATION. AND THERE WAS IN THAT PLACE A WEALTHY MAN WHOSE NAME WAS JOSEPH, A BLAMELESS, VIRTUOUS (AND) DISTINGUISHED MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL. HE HAD DISSENTED TO BOTH THEIR VERDICT AND THEIR DEED. NOW, HE WAS FROM A JUDEAN TOWN CALLED ARIMATHEA, AND WAS WAITING FOR THE COMING OF GOD. (HE WAS A FOLLOWER OF JESUS, THOUGH SECRETLY, FOR FEAR OF THE JEWS.) SO LATER ON, AS THE DUSK WAS SETTLING IN, HE WENT BOLDLY UP TO PILATE AND ASKED HIM FOR THE BODY OF JESUS. BUT WHEN PILATE HEARD THAT JESUS WAS ALREADY DEAD, HE WAS ASTONISHED, SO HE CALLED THE CENTURION OVER TO HIMSELF AND ASKED IF HE HAD INDEED PASSED ON; AND THE CENTURION FILLED THE GOVERNOR IN ON WHAT HAD HAPPENED. AND WHEN THE GOVERNOR AND HIS WIFE HEARD THAT THE REPORT WAS TRUE, BOTH OF THEM WERE DEEPLY MOVED, AND NEITHER OF THEM ATE OR DRANK ANYTHING THAT DAY. AND PILATE SENT FOR THE JEWS AND ASKED: “DID YOU SEE ALL THAT CAME TO PASS?” BUT THEY SIMPLY REPLIED, “IT WAS ONLY AN ORDINARY SOLAR ECLIPSE.” AND AT THAT, PILATE ENTRUSTED THE BODY TO JOSEPH. SO WITH THE PERMISSION OF PILATE, HE CAME AND TOOK POSSESSION OF THE CORPSE, AND NICODEMUS, THE MAN WHO HAD EARLIER VISITED JESUS UNDER COVER OF DARKNESS WAS WITH HIM. JOSEPH PURCHASED SOME CLEAN LINEN CLOTH, (AND) NICODEMUS BROUGHT WITH HIM A MIXTURE OF ALOES AND MYRRH, IN ALL ABOUT A HUNDRED LITRAI. TOGETHER THEY TOOK DOWN THE CROSS, PULLED THE SPIKES FROM THE LORD’S HANDS AND PLACED HIM THERE UPON THE GROUND. AND AT THIS, THE WHOLE WORLD SHOOK--AND THEY WERE SEIZED WITH FEAR AND DREAD. 356 THE END OF DARKNESS (MATT 27:59-61; MARK 15:46-47; LUKE 23:53-56; JOHN 19:40-42; GPT 6B; GNC 11:2B,3) NEAR JERUSALEM AT THAT POINT THE SUN APPEARED, AND IT TURNED OUT TO BE THE NINTH HOUR. BUT THE JEWS REJOICED AND TURNED HIS BODY OVER TO JOSEPH, SINCE HE HAD BEEN A WITNESS TO ALL OF THE WONDERFUL THINGS THAT JESUS HAD DONE. SO THE TWO OF THEM TOOK THE LORD, WASHED HIM OFF, AND WRAPPED HIM UP IN THE LINEN CLOTH ALONG WITH THE SPICES, IN ACCORDANCE WITH JEWISH BURIAL CUSTOMS. NOW THERE WAS THIS GARDEN KNOWN AS THE GARDEN OF JOSEPH NEAR TO THE SPOT WHERE JESUS HAD BEEN CRUCIFIED, AND IN THAT GARDEN THERE WAS THIS NEW TOMB WHICH BELONGED TO JOSEPH, WHO HAD CARVED IT OUT OF THE ROCK HIMSELF, AND NO ONE HAD AS YET BEEN PLACED THEREIN. NOW THEY LAID HIM THERE BOTH BECAUSE IT WAS NEARBY, AND BECAUSE IT WAS THE JEWISH DAY OF PREPARATION AND THE SABBATH DAY WAS DRAWING NEAR. HE THEN ROLLED A GIANT STONE AGAINST THE OPENING AND WENT AWAY. NOW HIS FRIENDS, MARY OF MAGDALA, AND MARY, MOTHER OF JOSES--WOMEN WHO HAD TRAVELED WITH JESUS FROM GALILEE--WERE WITNESSES TO ALL THESE THINGS, (INCLUDING) WHERE (AND) HOW HE HAD BEEN PLACED, FOR THEY WERE STANDING IN THE DISTANCE. THEY THEN WENT HOME, READIED SPICES AND OINTMENTS, AND RESTED ON THE SABBATH DAY, EVEN AS THE LAW DIRECTS. THE THIEF (DECLTA 5:3B; DECLTB 7:2) THE UNDERWORLD THEN THE LORD HIMSELF LOOKED DOWN ON EARTH FROM OUT OF HEAVEN TO HEAR THE GROANING OF THE FETTERED AND TO LIBERATE THE SONS OF THE SLAIN. NOW AFTER THE VOICE HAD SOUNDED (IN HADES,) A MAN APPEARED BEARING A CROSS UPON HIS SHOULDERS, AND THE LOOK OF A THIEF. HE STOOD OUTSIDE AND CRIED TO THEM, “OPEN UP AND LET ME IN!” SO SATAN CRACKED THE DOOR A BIT AND PULLED HIM INTO HIS ABODE, SHUTTING THE DOOR BEHIND HIM THERE. THEN ALL OF THE SAINTS, SEEING HIM CLEARLY, IMMEDIATELY QUESTIONED HIM, “WE ALL CAN SEE THAT YOU ARE A THIEF, SO EXPLAIN TO US WHAT YOU ARE CARRYING UPON YOUR BACK.” “INDEED I REALLY WAS A THIEF,” HE REPLIED IN ALL HUMILITY, “AND THE JEWS HUNG ME ON A CROSS ALONGSIDE 357 MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, SON OF THE MOST-HIGH FATHER [STEPHEN]. I HAVE COME TO HERALD HIS ARRIVAL; TO LET YOU KNOW THAT HE IS FOLLOWING AFTER ME.” DAVID’S OUTCRY (DECLTA 5:3C; DECLTB 7:3A) THE UNDERWORLD THEN DAVID RAGED AGAINST HADES, CRYING OUT AS LOUD AS HE COULD, “OH HADES, YOU MOST EVIL AND DISGUSTING FIEND, OPEN UP YOUR GATES RIGHT NOW, THAT THE KING OF GLORY MIGHT COME IN!” AND ALL OF GOD’S SAINTS LIKEWISE ROSE UP AGAINST SATAN, TRYING TO GET THEIR HANDS ON HIM AND TEAR HIM LIMB FROM LIMB. JOSEPH DETAINED (GNC 12:1) A WINDOWLESS HOUSE, JERUSALEM? NOW WHEN THE JEWS HEARD THAT JOSEPH HAD ASKED FOR THE BODY OF JESUS, THEY WENT ALL OVER LOOKING FOR HIM, AS WELL AS THE TWELVE WHO HAD HELD THAT JESUS WAS NOT BORN OUT OF WEDLOCK; NICODEMUS, AND THE MANY OTHERS WHO HAD COME BEFORE PILATE AND BORNE WITNESS TO HIS WONDERFUL WORKS. THEY, HOWEVER, WERE ALL IN HIDING, AND THE JEWS ONLY MANAGED TO TRACK DOWN NICODEMUS, WHO WAS HIMSELF A RULER OF THE JEWS. “WHY ARE YOU IN THE SYNAGOGUE?” NICODEMUS ASKED THEM. “WHY INDEED ARE YOU IN HERE?” THE JEWS REPLIED. “YOU ARE IN LEAGUE WITH HIM, AND WILL RECEIVE HIS PORTION IN THE LIFE TO COME!” “AMEN, AMEN,” NICODEMUS REPLIED. THEN JOSEPH CAME FORWARD AND ASKED THEM, “WHY ARE YOU SO PUT OUT WITH ME FOR REQUESTING THE BODY OF JESUS? BEHOLD, I HAVE WRAPPED IT UP IN SPOTLESS LINEN AND PLACED IT IN MY VERY OWN FRESHLY HEWN TOMB, AND I ROLLED A STONE AGAINST THE MOUTH OF THE CAVE. YOU HAVE DEALT VERY POORLY WITH THE RIGHTEOUS ONE, FOR YOU NEVER ONCE REPENTED THE WHOLE TIME THAT YOU WERE CRUCIFYING HIM. AND TO TOP IT ALL OFF, YOU WENT SO FAR AS TO PIERCE HIM WITH A SPEAR.” BUT THE JEWS SEIZED JOSEPH AND HAD HIM TAKEN INTO CUSTODY UNTIL THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK. “NOW REALIZE THAT IT IS ONLY BECAUSE THE SABBATH IS DAWNING, AND THE HOUR PREVENTS US FROM HARMING YOU THAT WE ARE RESTRAINING OURSELVES. BUT YOU CAN BE QUITE SURE OF THIS: YOU WILL NOT EVEN RECEIVE A BURIAL. NO, WE ARE GOING TO TOSS YOUR CARCASS 358 OUT FOR THE BIRDS OF THE SKY TO PECK.” “THIS IS HOW THE BOASTFUL GOLIATH ONCE REPROACHED THE LIVING GOD AND THE RIGHTEOUS DAVID,” JOSEPH REPLIED. “FOR THROUGH THE PROPHET GOD HAS SAID, ‘VENGEANCE IS MINE,’ SAYS THE LORD, ‘I WILL REPAY!’ NOW BEHOLD, SOMEONE WHO WAS CIRCUMCISED, THOUGH NOT IN THE FLESH, BUT THE HEART INSTEAD, TOOK WATER, WASHED HIS HANDS BEFORE THE SUN, AND PROCLAIMED BEFORE YOU ALL, ‘I AM FREE OF THIS RIGHTEOUS MAN’S BLOOD. YOU WILL THEREFORE SEE TO IT.’ AT THAT POINT YOU SAID TO PILATE, ‘MAY HIS BLOOD FALL ON US, AND OUR CHILDREN TOO.’ NOW I FEAR THAT THE LORD’S ANGER MAY INDEED COME UPON BOTH YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN, EVEN AS YOU HAVE SAID.” NOW WHEN THE JEWS HEARD THESE WORDS, THEY ALL GREW BITTER IN THEIR HEARTS, AND THEY SNATCHED JOSEPH AWAY AND SHUT HIM UP IN A WINDOWLESS HOUSE. THEY STATIONED GUARDS TO WATCH THE DOOR AND SEALED UP THE ENTRANCE TO WHERE HE WAS CONFINED. THE JEWISH RULERS BEGIN TO SENSE THEIR GUILT (GPT 7-8A; GHB 9:2, QUOTE BY JEROME, ON FAMOUS MEN 2) JERUSALEM THEN THE JEWS, THE ELDERS, AND THE PRIESTS, RECOGNIZING THE EVIL THEY HAD BROUGHT UPON THEMSELVES, STARTED BEATING THEIR BREASTS AND CRYING OUT LOUD, “OH, FOR THE CALAMITY OF OUR SINS, FOR OUR JUDGMENT IS AT HAND, AND JERUSALEM IS DOOMED.” NOW I, (PETER,) WAS IN MOURNING WITH MY FRIENDS, AND WE HID OURSELVES IN OUR HEARTS’ DISTRESS. THEY WERE, YOU SEE, HUNTING US DOWN AS EVILDOERS SEEKING TO SET THE TEMPLE ABLAZE. NOW JAMES HAD VOWED TO EAT NOTHING FROM THE MOMENT THAT HE DRANK OF THE LORD’S CUP UNTIL SUCH TIME AS HE SAW JESUS RAISED UP FROM AMONG THOSE WHO SLEEP. AND WE (ALSO) WERE FASTING AS WE SAT MOURNING AND WEEPING NIGHT AND DAY UNTIL THE SABBATH. AND AFTER THE SCRIBES, PHARISEES, AND ELDERS HAD CONVENED, THEY LEARNED THAT ALL OF THE PEOPLE WERE GROANING, BEATING THEIR BREASTS AND LAMENTING, “IF HIS DEATH HAS CAUSED THESE AMAZING SIGNS, THIS MAN MUST HAVE BEEN RIGHTEOUS INDEED!” THE SEALING OF THE TOMB (MATT 27:62-66; GPT 8B; GNC 12:2) JERUSALEM THIS SO FRIGHTENED THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE PHARISEES THAT THE 359, FOLLOWING DAY, AFTER THE PREPARATION, THEY WENT UP TO PILATE AND BID HIM, “SIR, WE RECALL THAT WHILE THAT CHARLATAN WAS STILL ALIVE, HE CLAIMED THAT HE WOULD RISE AGAIN AFTER THREE DAYS. SO, GIVE US SOLDIERS (AND) ORDER THE TOMB SECURED UNTIL THE THIRD DAY, OR ELSE HIS FOLLOWERS MIGHT COME AND TAKE HIS BODY AWAY AND THEN GO AROUND TELLING EVERYONE THAT HE HAS RISEN UP FROM THE DEAD! THIS LAST LIE WOULD BE EVEN WORSE THAN THE FIRST BECAUSE THE PEOPLE MIGHT ACTUALLY BELIEVE THAT HE HAS BEEN RAISED FROM DEATH AND DO US HARM.” “YOU HAVE YOUR GUARD,” PILATE REPLIED. “GO AND MAKE IT AS SAFE AS YOU CAN.” AND HE GAVE THEM PETRONIUS THE CENTURION AND SOME SOLDIERS TO GUARD THE SEPULCHER, AND ELDERS AND SCRIBES WENT WITH THEM THERE. AND ALL WHO WERE THERE HELPED THE CENTURION AND THE SOLDIERS TO SECURE THE TOMB, ROLLING THE ENORMOUS STONE AGAINST THE OPENING. THEY THEN PLACED SEVEN SEALS THEREON, PITCHED A TENT AND KEPT GUARD THERE. THE HARROWING OF HELL (DEC 5:3B; DECLTA 5:3D; DECLTB 7:3B-8:1A) THE UNDERWORLD AND AGAIN THE VOICE WENT FORTH (IN HADES) AND THE CRY WAS HEARD, “HOIST YOUR GATES, YOU PRINCES, AND BE RAISED UP, YOU EVERLASTING GATES, THE KING OF GLORY IS ON HIS WAY.” AND ONCE AGAIN, AT THIS CLEAR VOICE, HADES AND SATAN STARTED ASKING, “WHO IS THIS KING OF GLORY?” JUST AS IF THEY DID NOT KNOW. “THE LORD OF HOSTS IS THAT KING OF GLORY,” THE ANGELS OF THE LORD PROCLAIMED, “THE GREAT AND POWERFUL LORD, EVEN THE LORD WHO IS MIGHTY IN BATTLE!” AND BEHOLD, EVEN AS THE ANSWER CAME, HADES STARTED TREMBLING, AS THE GATES OF BRASS (AND) BOLTS OF DEATH ALL SHATTERED INTO PIECES AND THE IRON BARS FELL BROKEN TO THE GROUND. EVERYTHING WAS LEFT LYING THERE COMPLETELY EXPOSED. AND WE WERE SET FREE FROM [OUR] CHAINS, AS WERE THE REST OF THE DEAD WHO HAD BEEN BOUND UP IN IT. AND SATAN WAS LEFT STANDING THERE CONFOUNDED, SPIRITLESS AND SHACKLED OF FOOT IN [OUR] MIDST. 360 CHRIST DESCENDS INTO HADES (DEC 5:3B-6:1; DECLTA 5:3E-6:1; DECLTB 8:1B) THE UNDERWORLD AND EVEN AS DAVID WAS SPEAKING, THE LORD OF MAJESTY CAME DOWN INTO HADES IN THE FORM OF A MAN, BATHED IN HEAVENLY LIGHT FROM ABOVE. AS ONE WHO WAS LOWLY, YET GREAT, AND FULL OF COMPASSION DID HE WHO RESCUES WITH INVINCIBLE POWER DESCEND, CHAIN IN HAND, ILLUMINATING THE ETERNAL DARKNESS AND BREAKING THE UNBREAKABLE CHAINS; VISITING US WHO WERE SITTING IN THIS DEEPEST DARKNESS, UNDERNEATH THE SHADOW OF THE DEATH OF SINS. AND SEEING CHRIST SO SUDDENLY IN THEIR ABODE, ALARMED OVER THE HORRIBLE WAY THAT THEY HAD BEEN BROUGHT DOWN, HADES, DEATH, THEIR EVIL MINIONS AND THEIR VICIOUS HELPERS WERE ALL AGHAST THAT SUCH A LIGHT WOULD DAWN IN THEIR KINGDOM. AND THE LEGIONS OF DEMONS ALL SHOUTED AS ONE, “WOE TO US, FOR NOW WE ARE VANQUISHED! YOU HAVE DEFEATED US! OH JESUS, SO MIGHTY AND GLORIOUS A MAN, SO WONDERFUL AND GREAT, SO SPOTLESS AND SO FREE OF SIN, WHERE EVER DID YOU COME FROM? JUST LOOK, THE EARTHLY REALM SO LONG DOMINATED BY OURSELVES, AND WHICH UNTIL NOW HAS PAID US TRIBUTE, HAS NEVER SENT US SUCH A DEAD MAN NOR DELIVERED SUCH GIFTS INTO THIS NETHER LAND. WHO ARE YOU WHO HAVE BROUGHT OUR MASTER TO CONFUSION? WHO IS THE ONE WHO PASSES UNSCATHED THROUGH CORRUPTION; WHO IN WRATH CONDEMNS OUR POWER WITH PROOF OF HIS UNDEFILED MAJESTY? WHO ARE YOU, SO GREAT AND YET SO SMALL; SO LOWLY AND SO GRAND; COMMANDER AND COMBATANT; MIGHTY IN BATTLE YET IN THE FORM OF A SERVANT--THE KING OF GLORY--WHO DIED AND YET LIVED; WHO THOUGH HE WAS SLAIN HAS CARRIED THE CROSS? WHO ARE YOU, THAT HAS INVADED OUR KINGDOM WITH SUCH PLUCK? YOU NOT ONLY SHOW NO FEAR OF OUR TORMENTS, BUT AS IF THAT WERE NOT ENOUGH, YOU ARE LOOKING TO FREE EVERYONE HERE FROM OUR BONDS. YOU WHO ONCE LAY LIFELESS IN THE TOMB HAVE NOW COME DOWN AS THE LIVING ONE. ALL OF CREATION SHOOK AT YOUR DEATH, AND EVEN THE STARS THEMSELVES TREMBLED. YOU HAVE BEEN SET FREE AMONG THE DECEASED, AND NOW YOU HAVE COME AT LAST AND DISTURBED OUR LEGIONS. WHO ARE YOU THAT YOU ARE ABLE TO LIBERATE THE PRISONERS WHO HAD ONCE BEEN BOUND BY ORIGINAL SIN, RESTORING THEM TO THE FREEDOM THAT THEY ONCE POSSESSED? WHO COULD YOU POSSIBLY BE WHO RADIATE 361 SUCH A DIVINE AND SPLENDID LIGHT, ILLUMINATING THOSE WHO ARE BLINDED BY THE DARKNESS OF THEIR SINS? MIGHT YOU BE THAT SAME JESUS WHOM OUR HIGH COMMANDER SATAN WARNED US WOULD LAY CLAIM TO THE WHOLE WORLD THROUGH HIS DEATH AND HIS CROSS?” JESUS SEIZES SATAN (DEC 6:2A; DECLTA 6:2B; DECLTB 8:1C) THE UNDERWORLD JUST THEN THE KING OF GLORY SEIZED THEIR LEADER, SATAN, BY HIS HEAD, HANDED HIM TO THE ANGELS, AND SAID, “BIND HIM HAND AND FOOT, NECK AND MOUTH IN IRONS!” JESUS DRAWS ALL THE SAINTS TO HIMSELF (DEC 8:1B; DECLTA 6:2C,8:1B; DECLTB 9:1A) THE UNDERWORLD THEN THE KIND AND GENTLE LORD JESUS, KING OF GLORY AND SAVIOR TO ALL, STRETCHED OUT HIS RIGHT HAND AND GRABBED ADAM BY HIS, LIFTING HIM UP AND DRAWING HIM INTO HIS BRILLIANCE, GREETING HIM AND SAYING TO HIM, “PEACE TO YOU, ADAM, AND YOUR CHILDREN TOO, THROUGH NUMBERLESS AGES OF AGES! AMEN.” AND WITH JOY UPON HIS FACE, OUR FATHER ADAM FELL AT THE LORD’S KNEES AND PRAYED LOUDLY THROUGH HIS TEARS, “I WILL PRAISE YOU, OH LORD, FOR YOU HAVE RAISED ME UP, AND GIVEN MY ENEMIES NO CAUSE TO GLOAT. OH MY LORD, MY GOD, I CRIED OUT TO YOU, AND YOU, OH LORD, HAVE RESTORED ME! TO YOUR MAJESTY, OH LORD, I OFFER UP MY GRATITUDE, FOR YOU HAVE LIFTED ME FROM DEEPEST HADES. YOU HAVE FREED MY SOUL FROM HELL, SAVING ME FROM THOSE WHO SINK INTO THE PIT.” THE TESTIMONY OF ADAM AND EVE (DECLTA 8:1C; DECLTB 9:1B) THE UNDERWORLD THEN OUR FOREFATHER ADAM FELL AT THE FEET OF THE LORD. AND AS HE WAS RISING UP, HE STARTED KISSING HIS HANDS AND SHEDDING MANY TEARS. AND HE SPOKE THESE THINGS BEFORE THEM ALL: “LOOK AND SEE THE HANDS THAT FASHIONED ME.” AND TO THE LORD HE SAID, “OH KING OF GLORY, YOU HAVE COME TO FREE MANKIND AND DELIVER THEM INTO YOUR ETERNAL REIGN!” OUR 362 MOTHER EVE LIKEWISE FELL AT THE FEET OF THE LORD. AND LIFTING HERSELF UP, SHE KISSED HIS HANDS AND POURED FORTH MANY TEARS. AND SHE TESTIFIED BEFORE THEM ALL, “BEHOLD THE HANDS THAT FASHIONED ME!” THE TESTIMONY OF THE SAINTS (DEC 8:1C; DECLTA 8:1A,D; DECLTB 9:2A) THE UNDERWORLD (AND ADAM SAID,) “OH YOU, HIS SAINTS, SING TO THE LORD AND OFFER THANKS TO THE MEMORIAL OF HIS HOLINESS. FOR IN HIS ANGER THERE IS WRATH, BUT IN THE MERCY OF HIS WILL, THERE IS LIFE.” THEN THE SAINTS ALL WORSHIPED HIM, CRYING OUT, “BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]! THE LORD GOD HAS SHINED HIS LIGHT UPON US ALL THROUGHOUT THE AGES. AMEN. HALLELUJAH FOR AGES OF AGES! PRAISE, HONOR, POWER, AND GLORY TO YOU, FOR YOU HAVE COME DOWN TO VISIT US FROM ON HIGH!” JESUS TURNED TO THE OTHERS; AND STRETCHING FORTH HIS HAND TO THEM, HE SAID, “YOU WHO ARE SANCTIFIED, WHO BELONG TO ME AND SHARE IN MY IMAGE AND MY LIKENESS, APPROACH ME NOW (AND) COME WITH ME. ALL OF YOU WHO HAVE PERISHED THROUGH THE TREE THAT WAS TOUCHED BY THIS MAN, WHO ON ACCOUNT OF THE TREE THE DEVIL AND DEATH HAVE BEEN CONDEMNED, SEE NOW JUST HOW THE DEVIL AND DEATH HAVE PERISHED ON ACCOUNT OF THE TREE. JUST LOOK, I HAVE RAISED YOU ALL BACK UP TO LIFE THROUGH THE TREE OF THE CROSS!” TOGETHER THEY SANG HALLELUJAH, REJOICING AS ONE IN HIS GLORY. THEN THE SAINTS ALL RAN SUDDENLY BENEATH THE HANDS OF THE LORD AND ASSEMBLED TOGETHER, AND ALL OF THE SAINTS AND THE PROPHETS OF GOD LIKEWISE FELL AT THE FEET OF THE LORD. THEY ALL CRIED OUT WITH ONE ACCORD, “WE THANK YOU, OH CHRIST, SAVIOR OF THE WORLD, FOR YOU HAVE BROUGHT OUR LIFE BACK UP FROM DESTRUCTION. OH YOU WHO RANSOM ALL THE WORLD-- YOU HAVE COME TO US AT LAST! MOST ASSUREDLY YOU HAVE FULFILLED ALL THAT YOU HAVE FORETOLD THROUGH THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. YOU HAVE REDEEMED THE LIVING ONES THROUGH YOUR CROSS, AND THROUGH YOUR DEATH THEREON YOU HAVE COME DOWN TO US, THAT THROUGH YOUR GREATNESS YOU MIGHT SAVE US ALL FROM DEATH AND THE NETHER REALM.” 363 EVENTS OF THE SABBATH: MANY VISIT THE TOMB, THE SYNAGOGUE RULERS SCHEDULE AN ASSEMBLY, THE WOMEN BUY SPICES FOR JESUS (MARK 16:1; GPT 9A; GNC 12:2A) THE TOMB, OUTSIDE JERUSALEM THE FOLLOWING MORNING, WHEN THE SABBATH DAY HAD DAWNED, A CROWD CAME FROM JERUSALEM AND THE COUNTRYSIDE TO VISIT THE SEALED TOMB. ON THE SABBATH DAY, THE SYNAGOGUE RULERS, PRIESTS, AND LEVITES CALLED FOR EVERYONE TO MEET IN THE SYNAGOGUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK. (AND) WHEN THE SABBATH DAY HAD COME AND GONE, WHEN THE WEEK WAS NEARLY AT AN END, MARY OF MAGDALA, MARY, THE MOTHER OF JAMES, AND SALOME BOUGHT AROMATIC SPICES WITH WHICH THEY WISHED TO GO AND ANOINT THE BODY OF JESUS. THE SIGN OF VICTORY (DECLTA 8:1E; DECLTB 10:1A) THE UNDERWORLD THEN EVERYONE WHOM GOD HAD SANCTIFIED BESOUGHT THE LORD TO LEAVE THE SIGN OF HIS HOLY CROSS AS A SYMBOL OF TRIUMPH IN THE UNDERWORLD, THAT ITS EVIL OFFICIALS MIGHT NOT KEEP AS AN OFFENDER ANYONE WHOM THE LORD HAD FORGIVEN. “OH LORD,” THEY SAID, “EVEN AS YOU HAVE FIXED YOUR GLORIOUS NAME IN THE HEAVENS AND RAISED YOUR CROSS UPON THE EARTH AS A GESTURE OF YOUR REDEMPTION, SO ALSO, OH LORD, SET AS A SIGN IN HADES THE CROSS OF VICTORY, THAT DEATH MAY NO LONGER HOLD SWAY.” AND THEN IT WAS DONE: THE LORD PLANTED HIS CROSS IN THE HEART OF HADES; AND THIS, THE MARK OF HIS CONQUEST, WILL TRULY STAND FOREVERMORE. LEAVING HADES (DEC 6:2B,7,8:1A,2A; DECLTA 6:2A,7:1-8:2A; DECLTB 8:1D,9:2B,10:1B) THE UNDERWORLD AND AFTER HE HAD SPOKEN THIS, THE SAVIOR REACHED OUT HIS HAND AND BLESSED ADAM, PLACING THE SIGN OF THE CROSS UPON HIS FOREHEAD. AND HE DID THE SAME TO ALL OF THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS, MARTYRS AND FOREBEARS. AND THROUGH HIS MAJESTY ALONE, THE KING OF GLORY TRAMPLED DEATH. THEN HE FIXED HIS HOLY FOOT UPON HIS THROAT AND SAID, “YOU HAVE PERFORMED COUNTLESS EVILS THROUGH ENDLESS AGES, AND NEVER ONCE HAVE 364 YOU LET UP. BUT TODAY I AM GIVING YOU OVER TO THE EVERLASTING FLAMES.” AND RIGHT AWAY HE SUMMONED HADES AND COMMANDED HIM, “TAKE THIS WICKED AND MOST LOATHSOME CREATURE INTO YOUR KEEPING UNTIL I SAY; UNTIL THE TIME OF MY SECOND COMING.” AND WHEN HADES HAD TAKEN HOLD OF SATAN, HE SAID TO HIM, “OH BEELZEBUB, PRINCE OF DAMNATION AND HEAD OF DESTRUCTION, HEIR TO FIRE AND TORMENT, ENEMY OF THE SAINTS, WHOM THE ANGELS DERIDE AND THE RIGHTEOUS CONTEMN, WHY DID YOU SEEK TO DO SUCH THINGS? WHY DID YOU NEED TO ARRANGE FOR THE CRUCIFIXION OF THE KING OF GLORY? WAS IT SO THAT HE MIGHT COME DOWN HERE AND STRIP US BARE? WAS IT JUST THAT YOU WERE WHOLLY BENT ON CRUCIFYING THE KING OF GLORY, THROUGH WHOSE DEATH YOU PROMISED US ALL SUCH VASTNESS OF PLUNDER? WERE YOU REALLY TOO FOOLISH TO SEE WHAT YOU WERE DOING? NOW BEHOLD, THIS JESUS IS DISPELLING THIS DARKNESS WITH THE GLORY OF HIS DIVINITY. HE HAS FRACTURED THE FIRM FOUNDATIONS OF OUR PRISONS, SENDING ALL THE CAPTIVES FORTH AND FREEING THOSE WHO HAD ONCE BEEN BOUND. ALL WHO USED TO GROAN UNDER OUR TORMENTS NOW DERIDE US. THEIR PRAYERS HAVE CAUSED THE STORMING OF OUR DOMINION AND THE CONQUERING OF OUR KINGDOM. THE RACE OF MEN NOW FEARS US NOT! AND AS IF THAT WERE NOT ENOUGH, THE DEAD, WHO NEVER BEFORE COULD GLOAT OVER US, NOR AS PRISONERS COULD THEY EVER BE JOYFUL, TORMENT US NOW WITHOUT ANY FEAR. OH PRINCE SATAN, FATHER OF ALL IMPIOUS SCOUNDRELS AND RENEGADES, TELL ME WHY YOU DID THIS THING? THE HOWLS OF THOSE WHO HAD GIVEN UP ALL HOPE OF EVER BEING SAVED AND LIVING AGAIN CAN NO LONGER BE HEARD. NOT A SINGLE GROAN OR SOLITARY TEAR IS TO BE FOUND ON ANY OF THEIR FACES. OH PRINCE SATAN, KEEPER OF THE KEYS TO THE UNDERWORLD, LOOK AROUND AND RECOGNIZE THAT NO MAN NOW LIES DEAD IN ME! THE LOSS OF PARADISE AND ALL THE SPOILS THAT YOU HAD GAINED THROUGH THE TREE OF TRANSGRESSION YOU HAVE NOW LOST THROUGH THE TREE OF THE CROSS. ALL OF YOUR JOY HAS COME TO AN END. WHEN YOU HUNG UP THAT JESUS CHRIST, THE KING OF GLORY, YOU WERE NOT ACTING AGAINST YOURSELF ALONE, BUT ME AS WELL. YOU HAD HOPED TO KILL THE KING OF GLORY, BUT HAVE DESTROYED YOURSELF IN HIS STEAD. SO NOW THAT I’VE TAKEN YOU TO MYSELF, YOU WILL COME TO KNOW FIRSTHAND OF THE EVILS THAT I WILL INFLICT ON YOU FROM THIS TIME FORTH! YOU WILL MEET WITH THE EVERLASTING TORMENTS AND ENDLESS PUNISHMENTS THAT AWAIT YOU IN MY 365 ETERNAL CUSTODY. OH PRINCE SATAN, FOUNDER OF ALL DEATH AND FOUNT OF ALL PRIDE, YOU SHOULD HAVE THOUGHT THE WICKED CASE OF THAT JESUS THROUGH. OH HEAD OF ALL DEVILS, BEGINNING OF DEATH AND END OF ALL EVIL, WHERE DID YOU FIND ANY INIQUITY IN THIS JESUS TO WIN HIS DESTRUCTION? WHY DID YOU PRESUME TO CARRY OUT SUCH A SIN? WHY DID YOU, FOR NO REASON AT ALL AND CONTRARY TO JUSTICE, CRUCIFY THE ONE YOU KNEW TO BE SINLESS? YOU BROUGHT AN INNOCENT AND RIGHTEOUS MAN DOWN HERE TO OUR SPHERE, THEREBY RELEASING ALL OF THE GUILTY, WICKED AND UNRIGHTEOUS OF THE WORLD! WHAT WERE YOU THINKING WHEN YOU BROUGHT THIS MAN DOWN INTO THIS DARKNESS? THROUGH HIM YOU HAVE BEEN STRIPPED OF ALL WHO HAVE DIED SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN. NOW ALL OF YOUR JOY HAS BEEN TURNED INTO SORROW.” AND WHEN HADES HAD THUS FINISHED SPEAKING TO PRINCE SATAN, THE KING OF GLORY SAID, “PRINCE SATAN IS TO REMAIN UNDER YOUR AUTHORITY FOR AGES WITHOUT END IN THE PLACE OF ADAM AND HIS CHILDREN, MY HOLY ONES.” NOW JESUS PLACED SATAN INTO HIS HANDS EVEN AS HE WAS SAYING ALL OF THIS TO HIM. AND SEIZING HADES, THE SAVIOR SMOTE HIM, DEMANDING AN ACCOUNT FOR ALL THINGS. AND RIGHT AWAY HE TOOK HOLD OF SATAN, ITS PRINCE, SHOVING HIM BACKWARDS, THROWING HIM AND SOME OTHERS DOWN WITH HADES INTO TARTARUS, DISPENSING WITH THEM--ONE AND ALL. (AND) THEY FELL WITH HIM BENEATH THE FEET OF THE LORD INTO THE YAWNING CHASM BELOW, BUT OTHERS HE LED INTO THE WORLD ABOVE. AND GRASPING THE HAND OF ADAM, HE ROSE UP OUT OF THE UNDERWORLD WITH ALL WHOM HE HAD SANCTIFIED STREAMING BEHIND. AND HE ORDERED US, AND MANY OTHERS, TO RISE UP BODILY AND OFFER TO THE WORLD OUR TESTIMONY OF THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND OF ALL THE THINGS THAT HAD BEEN DONE IN THE REGIONS BELOW. THE RESURRECTION (MATT 28:1A; GPT 9-10; 1PET 3:18,19) THE TOMB, THE PALACE OF PILATE NOW LATER ON THAT NIGHT, AFTER THE SABBATH HAD PASSED AND THE LORD’S DAY WAS DRAWING NEAR, THE SOLDIERS WERE KEEPING WATCH IN PAIRS. AND A GREAT NOISE CAME FROM THE SKY, AND THEY COULD SEE THE HEAVENS OPENING. THEN THEY SAW TWO MEN COMING DOWN IN A BEAM OF LIGHT. AND AS THEY WERE APPROACHING THE TOMB, THE STONE THAT HAD BEEN 366 PUSHED AGAINST THE DOOR STARTED OF ITSELF TO ROLL ASIDE. AND WHEN THE TOMB WAS OPENED UP, THE TWO YOUNG MEN WENT INTO IT. AND WHEN THE SOLDIERS SAW THIS, THEY ROUSED THE CENTURION FROM HIS SLUMBER, AS WELL AS THE ELDERS, FOR THEY WERE ALSO KEEPING WATCH. AND EVEN AS THEY WERE DESCRIBING ALL THAT THEY HAD SEEN TO THEM, THEY ONCE AGAIN SAW: THREE MEN CAME OUT OF THE TOMB, TWO OF THEM WERE SUPPORTING THE THIRD, AND A CROSS CAME FOLLOWING AFTER! NOW THE HEADS OF THE TWO REACHED ALL THE WAY INTO THE SKIES, BUT THAT OF THE ONE THEY WERE LEADING BY THE HAND, EXTENDED EVEN BEYOND THEM. AND THEY ALL HEARD A VOICE FROM HEAVEN INQUIRE, “HAVE YOU PREACHED TO THOSE WHO SLEEP?” AND FROM THE CROSS THE ANSWER CAME: “INDEED I HAVE!” CHRIST, YOU SEE, DIED ONCE FOR THE SINS OF ALL MANKIND--THE RIGHTEOUS AND UNRIGHTEOUS ALIKE--THAT HE MIGHT DELIVER US TO GOD. HIS BODY WAS PUT TO DEATH, BUT HE WAS MADE ALIVE IN SPIRIT, IN THE WHICH HE WENT AND PREACHED TO THE SPIRITS IN PRISON. THE ASCENT INTO PARADISE (DEC 8:2B; DECLTA 8:2B) BETWEEN PARADISE AND EARTH AND AS HE SAILED INTO THE SKY, THE RIGHTEOUS FOREFATHERS TRAILED BEHIND HIM SINGING PRAISES AND PROCLAIMING, “BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]! HALLELUJAH! GIVE HIM THE GLORY, OH YOU SAINTS!” THEN THE RIGHTEOUS DAVID IN A LOUD VOICE SANG, “SING A NEW SONG TO THE LORD, FOR HE HAS PERFORMED GLORIOUS WORKS! HIS RIGHT HAND AND HIS HOLY ARM HAVE WROUGHT SALVATION FOR US ALL. THE LORD HAS MADE KNOWN HIS SALVATION AND HAS SHOWN FORTH HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR THE NATIONS TO BEHOLD.” THEN THE HOST OF SAINTS CHIMED IN, “THIS INDEED IS THE GLORY OF THE SAINTS. AMEN AND HALLELUJAH!” HABAKKUK (DECLTA 8:3A) BETWEEN PARADISE AND EARTH THEN HABAKKUK THE PROPHET CRIED OUT, “YOU WENT FORTH TO RESCUE YOUR PEOPLE AND TO FREE YOUR CHOSEN ONES.” AND THE SAINTS ALL SHOUTED, “BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]! THE LORD HIMSELF INDEED IS GOD, AND HE HAS CAUSED HIS LIGHT TO SHINE ON US. AMEN AND HALLELUJAH!” 367 MICAH (DECLTA 8:3B) BETWEEN PARADISE AND EARTH. THEN THE PROPHET MICAH LIKEWISE CRIED, “WHAT OTHER ‘GOD’ IS LIKE YOU, OH LORD? WHO ELSE CAN BLOT OUT TRANSGRESSIONS AND FORGIVE SINS? BUT NOW YOU HAVE BRIDLED YOUR ANGER AND CONFIRMED THAT YOUR DESIRE IS FOR MERCY. AND EVEN AS YOU HAVE SWORN TO OUR FATHERS IN DAYS OF OLD, YOU HAVE LOOKED AWAY AND SHOWN US YOUR FORBEARANCE, FORGIVING US OF OUR MISDEEDS AND CAUSING ALL OF OUR SINS TO SINK DOWN IN THE MASS OF DEATH.” “THIS IS OUR GOD FOREVER AND EVER,” ECHOED THE SAINTS, “AND HE WILL RULE US ALL FOREVERMORE. AMEN AND HALLELUJAH!” SO THEY FOLLOWED AFTER THE LORD, THE PROPHETS RECITING THEIR HOLY WORDS AND PRAISES, AND THE SAINTS ALL RESPONDING, “AMEN AND HALLELUJAH!” INTO PARADISE (DEC 9; DECLTA 9) PARADISE THE LORD THEN TOOK ADAM BY THE HAND AND DELIVERED HIM OVER TO THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL. AND THE SAINTS ALL FOLLOWED AFTER HIM, WHO CARRIED THEM INTO THE WONDROUS GRACE OF PARADISE. AND TWO MOST ANCIENT ONES, MEN WHO WERE FULL OF DAYS, APPROACHED THEM AS THEY WERE PASSING THROUGH THE GATES. THE HOLY FATHERS QUESTIONED THEM, “WHO ARE YOU, FOR YOU HAVE NEITHER SEEN DEATH NOR GONE DOWN INTO HELL, BUT HAVE DWELLED, BODY AND SOUL, RIGHT HERE IN PARADISE.” AND ONE OF THEM REPLIED, “I AM ENOCH, WHO WAS PLEASING TO GOD, AND BY THE WORD OF THE LORD WAS TRANSLATED HERE. AND THE ONE THAT YOU SEE WITH ME IS ELIJAH THE TISHBITE, WHO WAS TAKEN UP IN A CHARIOT OF FIRE. NEVER TO THIS DAY HAVE WE TASTED OF DEATH, (FOR) WE ARE TO REMAIN ALIVE UNTIL THE END OF THE AGE. BUT WE HAVE BEEN AWAITING THE ARRIVAL OF THE ANTICHRIST, WHEN GOD WILL SEND US FORTH TO WITHSTAND HIM, THAT WE MIGHT DO BATTLE AGAINST HIM WITH HEAVENLY SIGNS AND WONDERS. HE WILL THEN HAVE US PUT TO DEATH, BUT THREE AND A HALF DAYS AFTER KILLING US IN JERUSALEM, WE WILL THEN BE RAISED AGAIN. AND AFTER THE THREE DAYS, WE WILL AGAIN BE TAKEN UP ALIVE IN CLOUDS TO MEET THE LORD.” 368 THE PENITENT THIEF (DEC 10; DECLTA 10) PARADISE AND EVEN AS ENOCH AND ELIJAH WERE ADDRESSING THE SAINTS, BEHOLD, THIS OTHER MOST WRETCHED MAN APPROACHED, BEARING HIS CROSS UPON HIS SHOULDER. AND WHEN THE SAINTS CAUGHT SIGHT OF HIM, THEY ASKED HIM, “WHO MIGHT YOU BE, WHO HAVE THE LOOK OF A THIEF? AND WHAT IS THAT SIGN THAT YOU ARE CARRYING?” AND HE ANSWERED THEM, “WHAT YOU SAY IS INDEED THE TRUTH. YOU ARE RIGHT TO CALL ME A THIEF, FOR I DID ALL KINDS OF TERRIBLE THINGS IN THAT WORLD. THE JEWS CRUCIFIED ME ALONGSIDE JESUS, AND I WAS A WITNESS TO ALL OF THE MIRACULOUS EVENTS THAT CAME ABOUT AS A RESULT OF THE CROSS OF JESUS THE CRUCIFIED. AND I CAME TO ACCEPT THAT HE WAS THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE NATURAL ORDER, THE ALL-POWERFUL KING! SO I CALLED TO HIM IN PRAYER AND SAID, ‘OH LORD, REMEMBER ME WHEN YOU COME INTO YOUR KINGDOM!’ AND RECEIVING MY PLEA, HE IMMEDIATELY ANSWERED ME, ‘IN ALL TRUTH DO I SAY TO YOU, THIS VERY DAY YOU WILL BE WITH ME IN PARADISE.’ AND HE GAVE ME THIS SIGN OF THE CROSS, AND SAID TO ME, ‘WALK RIGHT INTO PARADISE CARRYING THIS SIGN, AND SHOULD THE ANGEL WHO IS GUARDING IT NOT LET YOU IN, SIMPLY SHOW HIM THE SIGN OF THE CROSS AND SAY TO HIM, “JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, WHO HAS JUST NOW BEEN CRUCIFIED HAS SENT ME TO YOU.”’ “AND I CAME CARRYING MY CROSS INTO PARADISE, AND WAS MET BY THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL, SO I SAID TO HIM, ‘JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, WHO HAS BEEN CRUCIFIED, HAS SENT ME HERE, SO PLEASE LEAD ME TO EDEN’S GATE.’ AND AFTER HEARING ME SAY THIS, HE LET ME PASS THROUGH. (THE FLAMING SWORD, WHEN IT SAW THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, OPENED RIGHT UP FOR ME.) BUT HE PLACED ME OFF TO THE RIGHT AND SAID, ‘BEHOLD, WAIT A WHILE AND ADAM, THE FATHER OF THE HUMAN RACE, WILL ENTER IN WITH ALL OF HIS CHILDREN, THE HOLY AND THE RIGHTEOUS. AND AFTER THE GLORIOUS AND MOST VICTORIOUS ASCENSION OF THE CRUCIFIED LORD CHRIST, THEY WILL ALSO BE ALLOWED INSIDE.’ AND NOW THAT I HAVE SEEN YOU, I HAVE COME TO WELCOME YOU!” AND WHEN THE SAINTS HEARD THESE WORDS, THEY ALL PROCLAIMED, “HOW GREAT IS THE LORD, AND POWERFUL HIS MIGHT! WE BLESS YOU, OH ALMIGHTY LORD, FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ETERNAL BLESSINGS AND OF ALL MERCIES. YOU HAVE SHOWN YOURSELF MERCIFUL TO YOUR OWN, WHO HAVE SINNED, AND HAVE BROUGHT 369 THEM ALL INTO THE DELIGHT OF PARADISE AND INTO YOUR FERTILE PASTURES, FOR SURELY THIS IS THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT. AMEN AND AMEN!” THE EARTHQUAKE AND THE REPORT TO PILATE (MATT 28:2-4; GPT 11) THE TOMB NOW THOSE WHO WERE AT THE TOMB WERE ADVISING ONE ANOTHER AS TO HOW TO APPROACH PILATE AND BREAK THESE THINGS TO HIM. AND EVEN AS THEY WERE WORKING IT OUT, A MAN CAME DOWN FROM THE SKY AND ENTERED INTO THE TOMB. AND WHEN THE CENTURIONS SAW ALL THIS, THEY ABANDONED THE TOMB THAT THEY HAD BEEN GUARDING AND HURRIED OVER TO PILATE UNDER COVER OF DARKNESS. THOSE WHO SAW IT WERE DEEPLY UNSETTLED AS THEY RELATED ALL THAT THEY HAD SEEN TO HIM. “THIS MAN REALLY WAS THE SON OF GOD!” THEY CONFESSED. PILATE ANSWERED THEM, “MY HANDS ARE CLEAN OF THE BLOOD OF GOD’S SON--THIS WAS ALL YOUR OWN DOING!” THEN THEY ALL CLOSED IN ON HIM AND PLEADED WITH HIM TO TELL THE CENTURION AND HIS SOLDIERS TO SPEAK NOTHING OF WHAT THEY HAD SEEN TO ANYONE. “FOR IT IS BETTER FOR US TO BEAR THE GUILT OF THE GREATEST SIN BEFORE GOD, THEN TO BE STONED TO DEATH AT THE HANDS OF THE JEWS.” SO, PILATE ORDERED THE SOLDIERS TO KEEP SILENT ABOUT IT. AND BEHOLD, THERE WAS THIS TERRIBLE SHAKING OF THE EARTH, AND AN ANGEL OF THE LORD CAME DOWN FROM THE SKY. HE WENT OVER TO THE TOMB, ROLLED AWAY THE STONE AND SAT DOWN ON IT. HIS APPEARANCE WAS LIKE LIGHTNING AND HIS CLOTHING WAS AS WHITE AS SNOW. THOSE WHO WERE KEEPING WATCH WERE SO AFRAID THAT THEY ALL SHOOK AND LAY AS DEAD. JOSEPH NOT FOUND (GNC 12:2B) JERUSALEM AND THE ENTIRE MULTITUDE--THE SYNAGOGUE RULERS, THE PRIESTS, AND THE LEVITES--GOT UP EARLY AND TOOK COUNCIL IN THE SYNAGOGUE AS TO HOW THEY SHOULD PUT JOSEPH TO DEATH. AND EVEN AS THE COUNCIL SAT, THEY ORDERED THAT HE BE BROUGHT BEFORE THEM IN DISGRACE. BUT AFTER THEY HAD OPENED THE DOOR, THEY FOUND THAT HE WAS NOT INSIDE. THEY ALL WERE TAKEN WITH SURPRISE AND DREAD, SINCE NONE OF THE SEALS HAD BEEN BROKEN, AND CAIAPHAS STILL HELD THE KEY. SO, THEY NO LONGER DARED TO LAY THEIR HANDS 370 ON THE ONES WHO HAD STOOD UP FOR JESUS IN THE PRESENCE OF PILATE. THE WOMEN FIND THE TOMB OPEN; JESUS APPEARS TO MARY MAGDALENE AND THE OTHER WOMEN (MATT 28:1B,5-10; MARK 16:2-9; LUKE 24:2-8; JOHN 20:1-17; GPT 12,13; EPAP 9B-10A) THE TOMB AND WHEN JESUS ROSE UP EARLY ON THE FIRST DAY, (WHICH IS) THE LORD’S, HIS FIRST APPEARANCE WAS TO MARY MAGDALENE, OUT OF WHOM HE HAD CAST FORTH SEVEN DEMONS. IN THE EARLY MORNING DARKNESS OF THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, EVEN AS THE LORD’S DAY WAS DAWNING, MARY OF MAGDALA, ONE OF THE LORD’S FEMALE DISCIPLES WENT WITH THE OTHER MARY TO HAVE A LOOK AT THE TOMB. AND MARY MAGDALENE, FOR FEAR OF THE JEWS--ALL OF WHOM WERE BURNING WITH RAGE--HAD NOT DONE WHAT WOMEN CUSTOMARILY DO FOR THEIR LOVED ONES WHO HAVE DIED. SO SHE, WITH THE SPICES THEY HAD PREPARED, TOOK SOME OF HER LADY FRIENDS, (AMONG WHOM WAS) THE OTHER MARY, AND WENT TO VISIT THE SEPULCHER WHERE THE LORD HAD BEEN PLACED. NOW THESE THREE WOMEN VISITED THAT SPOT: MARY, MARY MAGDALENE, AND HER DAUGHTER SARAH. NOW THEY WERE ALL AFRAID THAT THE JEWS WOULD SEE THEM, SO THEY AGREED, “EVEN THOUGH WE WERE NOT ABLE TO WEEP AND MOURN FOR HIM ON THE DAY OF HIS CRUCIFIXION, LET’S ALL GO AND DO SO NOW.” THEY WEPT AND WAILED OVER WHAT HAD HAPPENED, AND THEY TOOK OINTMENT WITH THEM TO POUR OVER HIS BODY. AND AS THEY NEARED THE BURIAL SITE, THEY ASKED EACH OTHER, “NOW WHO WILL ROLL THE STONE FROM THE MOUTH OF THE TOMB, SO THAT WE MIGHT GO IN, SIT AT HIS SIDE AND PERFORM WHAT IS DUE?” (THE STONE, YOU SEE, WAS VERY LARGE.) “AND IF SOMEONE SHOULD SEE US, AS WE ALL FEAR THEY MIGHT, AND WE FIND OURSELVES UNABLE TO DO SO, LET US AT LEAST PLACE WHAT WE HAVE BROUGHT BEFORE THE DOOR AS A MEMORIAL TO HIM, AND WE WILL WEEP AND BEAT OUR BREASTS ALL THE WAY HOME.” BUT AS THEY WERE APPROACHING THE TOMB THEY LOOKED UP, AND ON THEIR ARRIVAL, THEY SAW WHERE THE GIANT STONE HAD BEEN ROLLED AWAY FROM THE OPENING, AND THEY FOUND THE BURIAL SPOT UNCOVERED. SO MARY MAGDALENE RAN OVER TO SIMON PETER, AND TO THE OTHER DISCIPLE, WHOM JESUS LOVED, AND SAID, “THEY HAVE TAKEN THE LORD AWAY FROM THE TOMB, 371 AND WE DO NOT KNOW WHERE THEY HAVE PLACED HIM!” PETER AND THE OTHER DISCIPLE THEREFORE HURRIED OUT AND RACED TO THE TOMB. THE TWO OF THEM RAN THERE TOGETHER, BUT THE OTHER DISCIPLE OUTRAN PETER, ARRIVING FIRST AT THE BURIAL PLACE. HE BENT DOWN AND SAW THE LINEN CLOTH LYING THERE, BUT DID NOT ENTER INTO IT. THEN SIMON PETER CAME FOLLOWING AFTER HIM AND DID GO IN. AND SIMON, BENDING OVER, SAW THE BURIAL LINENS LYING THERE, AND THE CLOTH FROM HIS HEAD ROLLED UP AND IN ANOTHER SPOT. AND HE WENT AWAY MARVELING OVER ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED. SO THE OTHER DISCIPLE WHO GOT TO THE TOMB FIRST WENT IN AND SAW, AND HE BELIEVED. (YOU SEE, AT THE TIME THEY HAD NOT UNDERSTOOD FROM THE SCRIPTURES THAT IT WAS NEEDFUL FOR JESUS TO RISE UP FROM DEATH.) THE WOMEN, (HOWEVER,) WENT UP TO THE TOMB, BENT OVER, OPENED THE DOOR AND HAD A LOOK INSIDE. AND RIGHT THERE IN THE MIDST OF THE TOMB, THEY SAW A HANDSOME YOUNG MAN SITTING, ALL DRESSED IN DAZZLINGLY BRIGHT ATTIRE. THE ANGEL ASKED THE WOMEN, “WHY HAVE YOU COME HERE? WHO ARE YOU LOOKING FOR? HIM THAT WAS CRUCIFIED? HE HAS RISEN UP AND GONE AWAY. BUT IF YOU SHOULD DOUBT MY WORDS, JUST BEND DOWN AND LOOK INSIDE.” AND WHEN THEY WENT INTO THE TOMB, THEY DID NOT FIND THE BODY OF THE LORD JESUS THERE. INSTEAD THEY SAW A YOUNG MAN DRESSED IN A WHITE ROBE SITTING OFF TO THE RIGHT HAND SIDE, AND THEY WERE FRIGHTENED. “HAVE NO FEAR,” HE SAID TO THEM. “I KNOW THAT YOU ARE SEEKING JESUS OF NAZARETH, WHO WAS CRUCIFIED. HE IS NOT HERE, BUT HAS RISEN LIKE HE SAID HE WOULD. COME AND SEE WHERE HE WAS PUT; SEE THAT HE IS NOT THERE! REALIZE THAT HE HAS RISEN UP AND GONE BACK TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE WAS SENT.” AND ALL OF A SUDDEN, EVEN AS THEY WERE MARVELING AT THIS, TWO MEN STOOD BESIDE THEM IN GARMENTS THAT GLEAMED LIKE LIGHTNING, AND THE WOMEN WERE SO FRIGHTENED THAT THEY FELL TO THEIR FACES ON THE GROUND BEFORE THEM. BUT THEN THOSE MEN QUESTIONED THEM, “WHY ARE YOU LOOKING FOR THE LIVING AMONG THE DEAD? HE IS NOT HERE. HE IS RISEN! CALL TO MIND WHAT HE SAID TO YOU WHILE HE WAS YET IN GALILEE: ‘THE SON OF MAN MUST BE HANDED UP TO WICKED MEN, UNDERGO CRUCIFIXION AND ON THE THIRD DAY, BE RAISED AGAIN.’” AND THEY THEN RECALLED THE THINGS HE SAID. “NOW GO QUICKLY TO PETER 372 AND THE DISCIPLES AND LET THEM KNOW THAT HE HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD. AND BEHOLD, HE IS GOING ON AHEAD OF YOU INTO GALILEE. LISTEN, I AM TELLING YOU AS HE HAS TOLD YOU; YOU ARE ALL TO MEET HIM THERE.” THEN, FRIGHTENED AND BEWILDERED, THEY QUICKLY LEFT THE TOMB AND FLED IN FEAR AND TREMENDOUS JOY. AND WITHOUT SAYING ANYTHING, THEY RAN TO INFORM HIS DISCIPLES--FOR THEY WERE TOO AFRAID TO TELL ANYONE ABOUT WHAT HAD HAPPENED. NOW MARY STOOD WEEPING JUST OUTSIDE THE TOMB. AND EVEN AS SHE WEPT, SHE STOOPED DOWN INTO IT AND SAW TWO ANGELS SITTING THERE ALL DRESSED IN WHITE, ONE AT THE HEAD AND ONE AT THE FEET WHERE THE BODY OF JESUS HAD BEEN PLACED. AND THE ANGELS SAID TO MARY, “WOMAN, WHY ARE YOU WEEPING?” “BECAUSE THEY HAVE TAKEN MY LORD AWAY,” SHE SAID, “AND I DO NOT KNOW WHERE THEY HAVE PUT HIM.” NOW AFTER MARY HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, SHE TURNED AROUND AND SAW JESUS STANDING THERE, THOUGH SHE DID NOT YET RECOGNIZE HIM. JESUS ASKED HER, “WOMAN, WHY ARE YOU CRYING? WHO ARE YOU LOOKING FOR?” AND SUPPOSING HIM TO BE THE GROUNDSKEEPER, SHE SAID TO HIM, “SIR, IF YOU HAVE TAKEN HIM AWAY SOMEWHERE, THEN PLEASE TELL ME WHERE YOU HAVE PLACED HIM AND I WILL GO AND GET HIM.” THEN JESUS SAID, “MARY!” AND SHE TURNED AROUND AND CRIED, “RABBONI!” WHICH MEANS ‘TEACHER.’ JESUS SAID, “DO NOT TOUCH ME, FOR I HAVE NOT YET ASCENDED TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. BUT GO TO MY BROTHERS AND LET THEM KNOW THAT I AM GOING UP TO MY FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO IS ALSO YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN], AND TO MY GOD, WHO IS ALSO YOUR GOD.” NOW BEHOLD, EVEN AS THE WOMEN WERE MOURNING AND WEEPING THERE ALONG THE WAY, THE LORD JESUS MET THEM, AND APPEARED TO THEM SAYING, “HELLO THERE! FOR WHOM ARE YOU WEEPING? STOP YOUR CRYING THIS INSTANT; I AM THE ONE THAT YOU ARE SEEKING.” AND THEY WENT UP TO HIM, TOOK HOLD OF HIS FEET, AND WORSHIPED HIM. “HAVE NO FEAR,” HE SAID TO THEM, “BUT LET ONE OF YOU GO TO YOUR BROTHERS, THE DISCIPLES, AND TELL THEM THAT THEY SHOULD TRAVEL ON TO GALILEE AND MEET ME THERE. SAY TO THEM, ‘LET’S GO. THE MASTER HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD!’” THE REPORT OF THE SOLDIERS TO THE JEWS (MATT 28:11-15; GNC 13) IN THE SYNAGOGUE NOW AS THEY WERE ON THEIR WAY, EVEN AS THOSE WHO WERE IN THE 373 SYNAGOGUE CONTINUED TO SIT AND MARVEL OVER WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO JOSEPH, SOME MEMBERS OF THE GUARD WENT INTO THE CITY. THE JEWS, OUT OF FEAR THAT THE DISCIPLES WOULD COME AND STEAL HIS BODY AND TAKE THE LORD AWAY SOMEWHERE, HAD REQUESTED THEM OF PILATE TO KEEP THE TOMB OF JESUS SAFE. THESE PASSED ALONG ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED TO THE SYNAGOGUE RULERS, THE CHIEF PRIESTS, AND THE LEVITES. “THERE WAS THIS POWERFUL EARTHQUAKE,” THEY EXPLAINED, “AND WE SAW AN ANGEL COME DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN, WHO ROLLED THE STONE FROM THE MOUTH OF THE CAVE AND SAT ON IT. HE WAS AS WHITE AS SNOW AND LIKE LIGHTNING IN APPEARANCE, AND WE WERE ALL TERRIFIED AND FELL AS DEAD MEN TO THE GROUND. WE ALSO HEARD THE VOICE OF THE ANGEL SPEAKING WITH THE WOMEN WHO WERE WAITING AT THE TOMB, SAYING, ‘HAVE NO FEAR. SEE, I KNOW THAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR JESUS, WHO HAS BEEN CRUCIFIED. HE IS NOT HERE, BUT HAS RISEN AS HE SAID HE WOULD. COME AND SEE THE SPOT WHERE THE LORD ONCE LAY. GO RIGHT NOW TO HIS DISCIPLES AND LET THEM KNOW THAT HE HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND IS EVEN NOW IN GALILEE.’” “WHO WERE THESE WOMEN THAT HE SPOKE WITH?” THE JEWS INQUIRED. AND THE MEMBERS OF THE GUARD SAID, “WE HAVE NO IDEA WHO THEY WERE.” SO THE JEWS THEN ASKED, “AND JUST WHEN DID ALL THESE THINGS TAKE PLACE?” “IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT,” RESPONDED THE GUARD. “WHY, THEN, DID YOU FAIL TO ARREST THEM?” THE JEWS DEMANDED. “WE WERE SO TERRIFIED THAT WE BECAME AS DEAD MEN,” THE GUARD EXPLAINED. “WE DIDN’T EVEN HOPE TO SEE THE LIGHT OF DAY, SO HOW COULD WE HAVE POSSIBLY DETAINED THEM?” “AS THE LORD LIVES,” THE JEWS REJOINED, “WE DO NOT BELIEVE YOU.” “YOU SAW THAT MAN PERFORM SO MANY SIGNS,” THE GUARD REPROVED THE JEWS, “AND YOU STILL DID NOT BELIEVE IN HIM, SO WHY SHOULD YOU TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT? YOU ARE RIGHT WHEN YOU SAY THAT THE LORD LIVES; FOR HE IS INDEED ALIVE. WE HAVE COME TO LEARN,” ADDED THE GUARD, “THAT YOU LOCKED UP THAT MAN WHO ASKED FOR THE BODY OF JESUS. FOR EVEN THOUGH YOU SEALED THE DOOR, WHEN YOU OPENED IT BACK UP, YOU DID NOT FIND HIM THERE. SO WHY NOT HAND JOSEPH OVER TO US, AND WE WILL HAND JESUS OVER TO YOU.” “JOSEPH IS BACK IN HIS OWN HOME TOWN,” THE JEWS AFFIRMED. “AND JESUS HAS RISEN UP, AND IS IN GALILEE, AS WE HEARD THE ANGEL SAY,” REPLIED THE MEMBERS OF THE GUARD. NOW THESE WORDS STRUCK FEAR IN THEIR HEARTS, SO THEY CAUTIONED 374 THEM, “BE CAREFUL THAT PEOPLE DON’T HEAR THIS TELLING; OR ELSE EVERYONE WILL COME TO BELIEVE IN JESUS.” AND THE ELDERS OF THE JEWS TOOK COUNSEL TOGETHER. THEY LAID OUT A SUFFICIENT QUANTITY OF SILVER, AND GAVE IT TO THE SOLDIERS WITH THESE WORDS: “SAY, ‘HIS FOLLOWERS ALL CAME LATE AT NIGHT, EVEN AS WE SLEPT, AND MADE AWAY WITH HIS REMAINS.’ NOW DO NOT WORRY, IF THE GOVERNOR SHOULD HEAR OF THIS; WE WILL CONVINCE HIM AND KEEP YOU OUT OF HARM’S WAY.” SO, THEY TOOK THE MONEY AND DID AS THEY WERE TOLD. AND THE JEWS PUT FORTH THIS STORY OF THEIRS, WHICH IS SPREAD ABROAD AMONG ALL MEN TO THIS DAY. REPORT TO THE DISCIPLES; THE VISIT OF THE THREE WOMEN (MARK 16:10,11; LUKE 24:9-12; JOHN 20:18; GPT 12; EPAP 10B) OUTSIDE THE TOMB, JERUSALEM WHEN MARY MAGDALENE, JOANNA, MARY MOTHER OF JAMES, AND THE OTHERS GOT BACK FROM THE TOMB, THEY REPORTED ALL OF THESE THINGS TO THE ELEVEN, AND TO ALL THE OTHER DISCIPLES. THEN MARY MAGDALENE BROUGHT THE NEWS THAT SHE HAD SEEN THE LORD, AND RELATED ALL THAT HE HAD SAID TO HER TO THOSE FOLLOWERS WHO HAD BEEN WITH HIM. NOW THE DISCIPLES WERE MOURNING AND WEEPING, FOR THEY HAD NOT BELIEVED THE WOMEN. AFTER HEARING THAT JESUS WAS ALIVE, AND THAT MARY HAD SEEN HIM, THEY DID NOT ACCEPT IT, FOR THEIR WORDS SEEMED RIDICULOUS TO THEM. NOW MARY CAME AND REPORTED IT TO US (APOSTLES,) BUT WE JUST ASKED HER, “WOMAN, WHAT HAVE WE TO DO WITH YOU? CAN THE ONE WHO IS DEAD, AND IN THE GRAVE POSSIBLY BE ALIVE AGAIN?” (FOR WHEN SHE TOLD US THAT OUR SAVIOR HAD RISEN FROM THE DEAD, WE DID NOT BELIEVE HER.) SHE THEN WENT BACK TO OUR LORD AND SAID, “NONE OF THEM BELIEVED ME WHEN I TOLD THEM OF YOUR RESURRECTION.” “LET ANOTHER ONE OF YOU GO AND TELL THEM AGAIN” HE SAID. AND MARTHA CAME AND LET US KNOW, BUT WE REPLIED, “TELL US WHAT YOU WANT WITH US? IS IT POSSIBLE FOR THE ONE WHO HAS DIED AND IS ENTOMBED TO BE ALIVE AGAIN?” (FOR WHEN SHE SAID, “THE SAVIOR HAS RISEN UP FROM THE DEAD,” WE DID NOT TAKE HER AT HER WORD.) SHE THEN WENT BACK TO THE LORD AND SAID, “NO ONE BELIEVED ME WHEN I TOLD THEM THAT YOU WERE ALIVE.” AND HE SAID TO HER, “LET ANOTHER OF YOU GO AND TELL THIS TO THEM AGAIN.” SO, SARAH CAME TO US AND GAVE US THE SAME REPORT, AND WE CALLED HER A LIAR. SO, SHE WENT BACK TO OUR LORD 375 AND GAVE HIM THE SAME WORD AS MARY HAD. THEN MARY CAME BACK AND TOLD US AGAIN, BUT WE DID NOT BELIEVE HER, SO SHE WENT BACK TO THE LORD AND REPORTED IT TO HIM. NOW IT WAS THE FINAL DAY OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, AND SINCE THE FEAST BY THEN WAS AT AN END, MANY PEOPLE LEFT THE CITY AND RETURNED TO THEIR HOMES. AND WE, THE TWELVE DISCIPLES OF THE LORD, WEPT AND GRIEVED, AND EACH OF US WENT BACK HOME MOURNING OVER WHAT HAD HAPPENED. BUT I, SIMON PETER, AND MY BROTHER ANDREW TOOK OUR NETS AND HEADED OUT FOR THE SEA, AND LEVI, WHOM THE LORD <HAD CALLED AT THE TAX BOOTH> WAS WITH US. APPEARANCE TO JAMES (GHB 9, QUOTE BY JEROME, ON FAMOUS MEN 2) JERUSALEM JESUS THEN APPEARED TO JAMES. (ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL OF THE HEBREWS, AFTER THE RESURRECTION OF THE SAVIOR, THE LORD HANDED HIS ROBE TO THE SERVANT OF THE PRIEST. THEN HE WENT AND SHOWED HIMSELF TO JAMES. A LITTLE WHILE LATER, THE LORD SAID, “BRING ME A TABLE AND SOME BREAD.” AND RIGHT AWAY HE TOOK THE BREAD AND BLESSED IT. AND AFTER HE HAD BROKEN IT, HE GAVE THE BREAD TO JAMES THE JUST AND SAID TO HIM, “BROTHER, EAT THIS YOUR BREAD, FOR THE SON OF MAN HAS RISEN UP FROM THOSE WHO SLEEP!”) THE WALK TO EMMAUS (MARK 16:12; LUKE 24:13-32) ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS NOW BEHOLD, LATER ON THAT DAY JESUS SHOWED HIMSELF TO TWO OF THEM IN A DIFFERENT FORM AS THEY WERE WALKING IN THE COUNTRYSIDE, ON THEIR WAY OUT TO EMMAUS, A VILLAGE ABOUT SIXTY STADIA FROM JERUSALEM. AND TOGETHER THEY WERE GOING OVER ALL THE THINGS THAT HAD COME TO PASS. AND EVEN AS THEY WERE DISCUSSING THESE ISSUES, JESUS DREW NEAR AND TRAVELED ALONGSIDE THEM. NOW THEIR EYES WERE BEING HELD SO AS NOT TO RECOGNIZE HIM; AND HE ASKED THEM, “WHAT ARE THESE THINGS THAT YOU ARE SAYING TO ONE ANOTHER AS YOU WALK ALL DEJECTEDLY ALONG?” AND ONE OF THEM, WHOSE NAME WAS CLEOPHAS, ANSWERED HIM, “ARE YOU BUT A STRANGER IN JERUSALEM, UNAWARE OF THE THINGS THAT HAVE HAPPENED THERE OVER THE PAST FEW DAYS.” “WHAT THINGS?” ASKED JESUS. “WITH REGARD TO 376 JESUS OF NAZARETH,” THEY ANSWERED HIM, “THIS MAN, THIS PROPHET WHO WAS MIGHTY IN DEED AND WORD BEFORE GOD AND ALL THE PEOPLE; HOW OUR CHIEF PRIESTS AND RULERS HANDED HIM UP TO THE JUDGMENT OF DEATH, AND CRUCIFIED HIM. BUT WE WERE COUNTING ON HIM FOR THE REDEMPTION OF ISRAEL, AND IT HAS BEEN THREE DAYS NOW SINCE THESE THINGS HAVE HAPPENED. NOW THERE WERE THESE WOMEN WHO WENT EARLY TO HIS TOMB, BUT WERE UNABLE TO LOCATE HIS REMAINS. THEY CAME AND SURPRISED US WITH NEWS OF AN ANGELIC VISION THAT THEY HAD EXPERIENCED, AND THEY ALL CLAIMED THAT HE WAS ALIVE. NOW SOME OF THOSE WHO WERE WITH US WENT OVER TO THE TOMB AND FOUND THINGS EVEN AS THE WOMEN HAD DESCRIBED IT TO THEM, BUT THEY DID NOT SEE HIM.” “YOU, FOOLS!” HE CHIDED THEM, “AND SLOW OF HEART TO BELIEVE ALL THAT THE PROPHETS HAD FORETOLD. OUGHT NOT THE MESSIAH TO HAVE SUFFERED AND ENTERED INTO HIS GLORY?” AND FROM ALL OF THE PROPHETS, BEGINNING WITH MOSES, HE EXPOUNDED THE SCRIPTURES WITH REFERENCE TO HIMSELF. AND AS THEY DREW NEAR TO THE VILLAGE FOR WHICH THEY HAD SET OUT, JESUS ACTED AS IF HE WERE TRAVELING FURTHER. “STAY WITH US,” THEY SAID TO HIM, “FOR EVENING IS APPROACHING AND THE DAY HAS NEARLY PASSED.” AND HE TURNED ASIDE TO STAY WITH THEM. AND AS THEY WERE RECLINING TOGETHER, HE TOOK THE LOAF, BLESSED IT, BROKE IT, AND DIVIDED IT AMONG THEM. THEN THEIR EYES WERE OPENED UP, AND THEY RECOGNIZED HIM, AND HE VANISHED FROM THEIR SIGHT. “DID OUR HEARTS NOT BURN WITHIN US AS HE SPOKE WITH US ALONG THE ROAD AND CLARIFIED THE SCRIPTURES TO US?” THEY MARVELED TO EACH OTHER. THE REPORT FROM EMMAUS. (MARK 16:13; LUKE 24:33-35) THESE MEN ROSE UP THAT VERY HOUR AND WENT BACK TO JERUSALEM AND REPORTED IT TO THE OTHERS. THEY FOUND THE ELEVEN GATHERED TOGETHER IN THE COMPANY OF SOME OTHERS. “THE LORD HAS ASSUREDLY BEEN RAISED TO LIFE,” THEY AFFIRMED, “AND HE HAS APPEARED TO SIMON!” THEN THEY EXPLAINED TO THEM ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED AS THEY WALKED ALONG THE ROAD, AND ABOUT THE WAY THAT HE HAD MADE HIMSELF KNOWN IN THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD, BUT THE DISCIPLES DID NOT BELIEVE THEM EITHER. 377 PASSION 2 JESUS REVEALS HIMSELF TO THE ELEVEN (MARK 16:14, FREER LOGION-CODEX WASHINGTONIANUS; LUKE 24:36-43; JOHN 20:19-20; EPAP 11A) JERUSALEM LATE IN THE EVENING, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, JESUS APPEARED TO THE ELEVEN. AT THAT TIME THE LORD SAID TO MARY AND HER SISTERS, “LET’S ALL GO AND VISIT THEM NOW.” HE CAME TO US VEILED AND FOUND US INSIDE EATING. NOW FOR FEAR OF THE JEWS THE DOORS HAD BEEN LOCKED IN THE PLACE WHERE [WE] DISCIPLES HAD GATHERED, AND WE WERE FULL OF DOUBT AND LACKING FAITH. BUT JESUS CAME AND STOOD IN [OUR] MIDST EVEN AS [WE] WERE DISCUSSING THESE THINGS. “PEACE TO YOU!” HE SAID TO US. BUT ALL [OF US] WERE TERRIFIED, AND THOUGHT THAT [WE] HAD SEEN A GHOST. SO, HE QUESTIONED [US], “WHY ARE YOU SO FULL OF FEAR, AND WHY DO DOUBTS ARISE IN YOUR HEARTS? JUST LOOK AT MY HANDS AND MY FEET, IT IS ME ALL RIGHT. A GHOST DOES NOT HAVE FLESH AND BONES, AS YOU CAN SEE THAT I HAVE.” AND HE SHOWED THEM HIS HANDS, HIS FEET, AND HIS SIDE. NOW AS SOON AS THEY RECOGNIZED THAT IT WAS THE LORD, HIS DISCIPLES REJOICED. AND IN SPITE OF ALL THEIR JOY AND AMAZEMENT, THEY STILL COULD NOT BELIEVE IT WAS HIM. THEN HE ASKED THEM, “HAVE YOU GOT ANYTHING TO EAT AROUND HERE?” SO THEY GAVE HIM A PIECE OF BROILED FISH, WHICH HE TOOK AND ATE BEFORE THEM ALL. THEN HE REBUKED THEM FOR REPEATEDLY REFUSING TO BELIEVE THE ONES WHO HAD SEEN HIM AFTER HIS RESURRECTION. NOW THEY ALL APOLOGIZED AND SAID, “SATAN HOLDS SWAY OVER THIS LAWLESS AND FAITHLESS AGE. HE USES UNCLEAN SPIRITS TO KEEP THE TRUE POWER OF GOD FROM BEING UNDERSTOOD. LET YOUR JUSTICE BECOME APPARENT, THEREFORE,” THEY ALL BESOUGHT THE CHRIST. “SATAN’S TIME IN POWER IS THROUGH,” THE CHRIST REPLIED. “EVEN SO, OTHER TERRIBLE THINGS ARE ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE. I WAS PUT TO DEATH FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO SINNED, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE THE TRUTH RESTORED TO THEM. AND THIS IS HOW THEY ARE TO INHERIT THE IMPERISHABLE GLORY OF THE SPIRIT THAT EXISTS IN HEAVEN.” 378 THE DIALOGUE OF THE SAVIOR (DSAV; JOHN 20:21-23; GEGP, QUOTES BY CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, STROMATEIS 3.6.45, 3.9.63, 3.9.64, 3.9.66, 3.9.67, 3.13.91, 3.13.92, 3.15.97; EPIPHANIUS, EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 67; EPIPHANIUS, HERESIES 62.2.7.8F; 2CLEM 12:2-5; QUOTE BY JEROME, COMMENTARY ON EZEKIEL 16.52) JERUSALEM? “NOW THE TIME HAS COME, MY FOLLOWERS,” SAID THE SAVIOR TO HIS DISCIPLES, “FOR US TO ABANDON OUR LABORS AND TO REST, FOR THE ONE WHO RESTS WILL REST FOREVER. NOW I SAY TO YOU, BE ALWAYS ABOVE <MATTER AND> TIME. <YET I> CAUTION YOU, <DO NOT BE> FEARFUL <OF ANGER, FOR> TO YOU <IT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ESCAPE IT.> ANGER, YOU SEE, IS FEARSOME, <AND TO> STIR UP ANGER IS <INDEED UNWISE.> HOWEVER, BECAUSE YOU HAVE <UNDERSTOOD THAT ANGER> COMES FROM <FEAR, YOU HAVE BECOME WISE.> THEY SPOKE THESE WORDS AGAINST ANGER WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING, AND THAT PLACED THEM UNDER THE POWER OF THE ARCHONS, FOR NOTHING HAD THE STRENGTH TO RESIST IT. BUT WHEN I CAME, I MADE A WAY FOR THEM AND DISCLOSED IT TO THE CHOSEN AND THE SOLITARY, FOR THEY, KNOWING THE FATHER [STEPHEN], HAVE HAD FAITH IN WHAT IS TRUE. “NOW WHEN YOU OFFER PRAISE, DO IT LIKE THIS: HEAR US, OH FATHER [STEPHEN], EVEN AS YOU HEARD YOUR ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, RECEIVING HIM AND GIVING HIM REST FROM HIS MANY LABORS. YOU ARE HE WHOSE POWER <IS UNLIMITED.> YOUR ARMOR IS <IMPENETRABLE AND YOUR WORD IS> LIGHT. <YOU ARE INDEED THE GOD OF THE> LIVING; <THE ONE> WHOM THEY TOUCH NOT. <YOU ARE> THE WORD OF <LIFE, OPENING THE DOOR TO> REPENTANCE <AND TO> LIFE. <EVERYTHING PROCEEDS> FROM YOU. YOU ARE THE ENTIRE THOUGHT AND SERENITY OF THE SOLITARY. AGAIN, HEAR US AS YOU HEARD 379 YOUR ELECT. BY MEANS OF YOUR SACRIFICE WILL THESE ENTER IN; AND BY MEANS OF THEIR GOOD WORKS HAVE THEY RECLAIMED THEIR SOULS FROM THESE BLIND LIMBS, THAT THEY MIGHT LIVE FOREVERMORE. AMEN. “I WILL INSTRUCT YOU. WHEN THE TIME OF DISSOLUTION COMES, THE FIRST POWER OF DARKNESS WILL APPROACH YOU. HAVE NO FEAR, AND DO NOT SAY, ‘BEHOLD! THE HOUR HAS COME!’ RATHER, WHEN YOU COME TO SEE A SINGLE STAFF, WHICH <INDICATES THAT> THIS <TIME INDEED HAS COME,> YOU <WHO HAVE BEEN CHOSEN TO RECEIVE THIS INSTRUCTION,> UNDERSTAND THAT <WHICH IS TO COME> FROM THE WORK <YOU ARE TO BRING FORTH.> AND <IN ANGER WILL> THE ARCHONS APPROACH YOU <THAT THEY MIGHT FRIGHTEN YOU.> HOW TRULY IS FEAR THE POWER OF DARKNESS, SO IF YOU ARE GOING TO BE FEARFUL OF WHAT WILL SOON COME UPON YOU, IT WILL CONSUME YOU. FOR THERE IS NOT SO MUCH AS ONE AMONG THEM WHO WILL SPARE YOU OR SHOW YOU ANY MERCY. BUT LOOK AT THE <GREAT POWER THAT LIES> WITHIN IT, FOR YOU SEE, YOU HAVE PREVAILED AGAINST EVERY STATEMENT ON THIS EARTH. THIS <WILL> RAISE YOU TO THE PLACE BEYOND THE AUTHORITIES, <WHERE THERE IS NO> TYRANT. WHEN YOU <GET THERE> YOU WILL SEE ALL OF THOSE WHO <CAME BEFORE> AND <ALL WHO WILL COME AFTER YOU. AND SO> I TELL YOU THAT WHICH <YOU MUST DO WITH REGARD TO> THE DESIGN. <FOR TO UNDERSTAND THE> DESIGN <WHICH EXISTS IN THE> PLACE OF TRUTH <IS TO FIND LIFE.> THEY, HOWEVER, <ARE THE SONS OF FALSEHOOD.> WHEREAS YOU <ARE CHILDREN> OF THE TRUTH. THIS, <THE PATH TO THE> LIVING MIND, <WILL BE OPENED UP, SO> THAT YOU MIGHT BRIM WITH JOY. SO THEN <FEAR NOT,> THAT <YOU MIGHT FIND REST FOR> YOUR SOULS, <AND DOUBT NOT,> LEST THE WORD <SHOULD BECOME OBSCURED. FOR > WHAT THEY HAVE LIFTED UP <IS THE WORD, BUT> THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO <OVERPOWER IT. MAKE> YOUR INSIDE <THE SAME AS YOUR OUTSIDE, FOR YOUR INSIDE AND> YOUR OUTSIDE <ARE ONE AND THE SAME.> FORMIDABLE, YOU SEE, IS THAT PLACE OF CROSSING THAT LIES BEFORE YOU. EVEN SO, PASS IT BY IN SINGLENESS OF MIND! FOR GREAT IS ITS DEPTH AND LOFTY IS ITS HEIGHT. <BUT> IN SINGLENESS OF MIND, <YOU MUST PASS IT BY!> AND THE FIRE THAT <BURNS> IS <APART FROM> THE WATERS <IN THAT PLACE, AND> ALL THE POWERS <WILL SUBJECT THEMSELVES TO> YOU. THEY WILL <ALL SUBMIT,> AND 380 THE POWERS <OVER WHICH> THEY <RULE WILL LIKEWISE SUCCUMB.> I AM TELLING YOU <THE TRUTH,> THIS <SOUL WILL> BECOME A <LIGHT, WHICH WILL SHINE> WITHIN EVERYONE <WHO IS OF THE TRUTH.> YOU ARE THE <ONES WHO KNOW THIS TRUTH,> AND THAT <WHICH YOU BRING FORTH WILL PROVIDE THE REMEDY FOR THE> FORGETFULNESS <THAT NOW DOMINATES THE> CHILDREN OF <LIGHT.> AND WHAT YOU <PRODUCE WHEN> YOU <BRING IT FORTH WILL MAKE THEM FREE.>” MATTHEW ASKED, “HOW <ARE WE TO BRING OUT WHAT IS INSIDE OF US?”> THE SAVIOR REPLIED, < “YOU DO NOT YET UNDERSTAND> WHAT IS WITHIN YOU. <BUT IF YOU> WILL ABIDE <IN ME,> YOU <WILL COME TO KNOW OF IT.”> JUDAS ASKED, “LORD, <WHAT WILL BE> THE WORKS <DONE BY> THESE SOULS, THESE <ELECT,> THESE LITTLE ONES? WHEN <WILL THEY COME, AND> WHERE WILL THEY BE? <IN WHAT WAY WILL> THE SPIRIT <SHOW ITSELF?”> THE LORD ANSWERED, < “THE SPIRIT WILL ASSIGN THEM THEIR PLACES AND THEIR LABORS, AND THE TRUTH WILL ITSELF RECEIVE THEM.> THESE DO NOT PERISH <IN THAT DAY,> NOR DO THEY COME TO DESTRUCTION, FOR THEY HAVE KNOWN THEIR CONSORTS, AND HE WHO WOULD ACCEPT THEM. THE TRUTH, YOU SEE, GOES SEARCHING FOR THE WISE AND THE RIGHTEOUS. “THE MIND IS THE LAMP OF THE BODY,” THE SAVIOR AFFIRMED. “AS LONG AS ALL THINGS ARE ORDERED PROPERLY WITHIN YOU, THAT IS TO SAY, <IN LINE WITH THE TRUTH,> YOUR BODIES WILL ALL BE LUMINOUS. BUT AS LONG AS YOUR HEARTS REMAIN DARKENED, THE RADIANCE WHICH YOU AWAIT <WILL NOT COME.> I HAVE CALLED <YOU HERE TO LET YOU KNOW> THAT I WILL TRAVEL <ON AHEAD OF YOU. THOSE WHO ARE TO REVEAL> MY WORD WITH <TRUTH WILL> I SEND TO <THOSE WHO SEEK AFTER IT.>” HIS FOLLOWERS THEN INQUIRED OF HIM, “LORD, WHO IS THE SEEKER, AND <WHO IS THE> REVEALER?” “THE ONE WHO SEEKS <THE TRUTH> REVEALS <THE MYSTERIES OF GOD.>” THE LORD REPLIED. “LORD,” ASKED MATTHEW, “WHEN I HEAR <SOMETHING,> AND WHEN I SPEAK IT, WHO IS IT THAT <IS SPEAKING, AND WHO IS IT THAT IS> HEARING?” “THE ONE WHO SPEAKS,” THE LORD EXPLAINED, “IS ALSO THE ONE WHO HEARS, AND THE ONE WHO SEES IS ALSO THE ONE WHO REVEALS.” MARY ASKED HIM, “LORD, BEHOLD! FROM WHERE DO I CARRY THE BODY WHEN I AM WEEPING, AND FROM WHERE DO I CARRY IT WHEN I AM 381 LAUGHING?” THE LORD ANSWERED, “THE BODY WEEPS ON ACCOUNT OF ITS WORKS, AS ALSO FOR THAT WHICH REMAINS, AND THE MIND LAUGHS BECAUSE <IT RECOGNIZES THE> SPIRIT. THERE IS A CONFUSION THAT LEADS YOU TO DEATH AND A CONFUSION THAT LEADS YOU TO LIFE. SHOULD ONE NOT STAND IN THE DARKNESS HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SEE THE LIGHT. AND SO I AM TELLING YOU <THAT IGNORANCE> OF THE LIGHT IS ITSELF THE DARKNESS. AND IF YOU DO NOT STAND IN THE DARKNESS, YOU WILL NEVER COME TO SEE THE LIGHT. <FLEE FROM THAT WHICH COMES FROM> THE LIE, <FOR> THEY BROUGHT THEM OUT <FROM THE PLACE OF DARKNESS.> YOU WILL GIVE <OFF A BRILLIANT> LIGHT, AND <YOU WILL> EXIST FOR ALL TIME IN THE <BLESSEDNESS> OF ONE <WHO WILL LIVE IN PEACE> FOREVER. THEN THE POWERS THAT ARE ABOVE, AS WELL AS THOSE THAT ARE BELOW, WILL <FLEE FROM> YOU. IN THAT PLACE THERE WILL BE WEEPING AND GRINDING OF TEETH WITH REGARD TO THE END OF ALL THESE THINGS.” JUDAS SAID, “TELL US, LORD, WHAT WAS THERE BEFORE THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH CAME INTO BEING?” THE LORD ANSWERED HIM, “THERE WAS DARKNESS, AND THERE WAS WATER, AND THERE WAS SPIRIT ON THE WATER. AND I AM HERE TO TELL YOU THAT WHAT YOU ARE SEARCHING FOR AND ASKING ABOUT, BEHOLD, IT LIES WITHIN YOU, AND <WITHIN YOU LIES BOTH> THE POWER AND THE MYSTERY <OF> THE SPIRIT, FOR OUT OF <DARKNESS, LIGHT BEAMS FORTH.> EVIL COMES <IN ORDER TO CONCEAL> THE REAL MIND AND <TO ALIENATE YOU FROM YOUR TRUE SELF.> BEHOLD, <IT WILL BE UNVEILED, AND YOU WILL COME TO POSSESS IT.>” <ONE OF THEM> SAID, “LORD, TELL US WHERE THE SOUL IS ESTABLISHED AND WHERE THE REAL MIND EXISTS.” THE LORD ANSWERED, “THE FIRE OF THE SPIRIT CAME TO BE WITHIN THEM BOTH. AND FOR THIS REASON, THE <SPIRIT> CAME TO BE, AND THE TRUE MIND CAME INTO BEING INSIDE THEM <BOTH.> IF ONE SHOULD PLACE HIS SOUL ON HIGH, HE WILL BE LIFTED UP THEREBY.” AND MATTHEW SAID, “<TELL US,> WHO TOOK IT, THAT IS TO SAY <THE MIND OF TRUTH? SURELY> IT WAS THOSE WHO ARE POWERFUL.” THE LORD SAID, “<YOU ARE> MORE POWERFUL THAN HE <WHO RULES AT PRESENT. AND> YOU ARE <MORE POWERFUL THAN> HE WHO FOLLOWS; YOU AND ALL OF THE WORKS <THAT ARE BROUGHT FORTH FROM> YOUR HEARTS. FOR EVEN AS YOUR HEARTS <HAVE OVERCOME,> SO IS THIS THE MEANS TO OVERWHELM THE POWERS THAT ARE ABOVE AND ALSO THOSE THAT ARE BELOW, 382 <WHO REIGN AT THIS TIME.> I AM TELLING YOU, LET WHOEVER HAS POWER RENOUNCE IT AND REPENT. AND LET HIM WHO KNOWS SEEK AND FIND AND TAKE DELIGHT.” “BEHOLD!” SAID JUDAS, “I SEE THAT EVERYTHING EXISTS <ACCORDING TO PROVIDENCE,> LIKE THE SIGNS THAT ARE ABOVE THE EARTH. THIS WAS WHY THINGS HAPPENED THIS WAY.” THE LORD SAID, “WHEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SET UP THE WORLD, HE COLLECTED WATER FROM IT AND HIS WORD ISSUED FORTH FROM IT AND IT CAME TO LIVE IN MANY <PLACES.> IT WAS HIGHER THAN THE PATH OF THE STARS, WHICH SURROUND THE WHOLE EARTH. THEY <WERE ALL IN WANT OF IT,> FOR THE WATER THAT WAS COLLECTED EXISTED BEYOND THEM. <ALL OF THEM WERE DEPRIVED> OF IT, A MASSIVE FIRE SURROUNDING THEM ALL, EVEN AS IT WERE A WALL. AND <THERE CAME A> TIME WHEN MANY THINGS BECAME SEPARATED FROM WHAT WAS WITHIN. WHEN THE WORD WAS ESTABLISHED, HE LOOKED UPON <THE EARTH> AND SAID, ‘GO AND CAST FORTH FROM YOURSELF, THAT <NOTHING MIGHT> BE LACKING FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION, AND FROM AGE TO AGE.’ AFTERWARD IT SPEWED FORTH FROM ITSELF GUSHERS OF MILK AND WELLSPRINGS OF HONEY AND OIL AND WINE AND FINE FRUITS, ALONG WITH SWEETNESS OF FLAVOR AND EDIBLE ROOTS, THAT IT MIGHT LACK NOTHING FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION, AND FROM AGE TO AGE. “AND THE WORD EXISTS ABOVE <ALL THINGS, AND THERE IT HAS BEEN> SET, NAMELY <ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT.> ITS BEAUTY <WAS GREAT,> AND BEYOND IT WAS A POWERFUL LIGHT, LUMINOUS AND EVEN MORE DAZZLING THAN THE ONE THAT RESEMBLES IT, FOR THIS IS THE ONE THAT RULES OVER THE HOST OF ETERNAL ONES, THOSE THAT ARE ABOVE ALONG WITH THOSE THAT ARE BELOW. THE LIGHT WAS TAKEN OUT OF THE FIRE AND DISPERSED OVER THE FULLNESS THAT EXISTS ABOVE AND BELOW ALL OF THE WORKS THAT DEPEND ON THEM. THEY ARE <SET> OVER THE HEAVENS ABOVE AND THE EARTH BELOW. AND ALL THE WORKS DEPEND ON THEM.” AND JUDAS, WHEN HE HEARD THESE THINGS, BOWED DOWN IN WORSHIP TO THE LORD AND OFFERED HIM PRAISE. “THESE THINGS WHICH YOU SEEK OF THE SON OF MAN,” MARY ASKED THE BROTHERS, “WHERE EVER WILL YOU KEEP THEM?” “SISTER,” THE LORD ANSWERED HER, “NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO LOOK INTO THESE THINGS EXCEPT FOR SOMEONE WHO HAS A PLACE FOR THEM IN HIS HEART 383 AND IS CAPABLE OF COMING FORTH FROM THIS REALM AND ENTERING INTO THE PLACE OF LIFE, THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE DETAINED HERE IN THIS WORLD OF POVERTY.” MATTHEW SAID, “LORD, I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THAT PLACE OF LIFE, THAT PLACE WHERE THERE IS NO EVIL, BUT ONLY PURE LIGHT EXISTS!” THE LORD ANSWERED HIM, “BROTHER MATTHEW, YOU WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO SEE IT AS LONG AS YOU ARE WEARING THIS FLESH.” MATTHEW SAID, “LORD, EVEN IF I WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SEE IT, ALLOW ME TO DISCERN IT!” THE LORD SAID, “ALL WHO HAVE COME TO KNOW THEMSELVES HAVE RECOGNIZED WITHIN THEMSELVES ALL THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THEMSELVES ALONE TO DO, AND THEY HAVE COME TO RESEMBLE IT IN THEIR VIRTUE.” “LORD,” SAID JUDAS, “TELL ME, WHAT CAUSES THE SHAKING THAT MOVES THE EARTH?” AND PICKING UP A STONE, THE LORD HELD IT IN HIS HAND AND ASKED, “WHAT AM I HOLDING IN MY HAND?” “IT IS A ROCK,” ANSWERED JUDAS. “WHAT SUPPORTS THE EARTH,” JESUS INFORMED THEM, “IS ALSO WHAT SUPPORTS THE HEAVENS. WHEN A WORD ISSUES FORTH FROM THE GREATNESS, IT MOVES ALONG THAT WHICH SUPPORTS THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH. YOU SEE, IT IS NOT IN FACT THE EARTH THAT MOVES, FOR IF IT WERE THE THING THAT MOVED, IT WOULD FALL. THIS, HOWEVER, DOES NOT HAPPEN, LEST THE FIRST WORD SHOULD FAIL, FOR THAT WAS WHAT ESTABLISHED THE UNIVERSE. NOW THE UNIVERSE CAME INTO BEING WITHIN IT AND RECEIVED ITS FRAGRANCE FROM IT. FOR WHATEVER THINGS REMAIN UNMOVED, I <WILL MOVE> THEM ON BEHALF OF YOU, THE SONS OF MAN. THAT, YOU SEE, IS YOUR PLACE OF ORIGIN. YOU EXIST WITHIN THE HEARTS OF THOSE WHO SPEAK FROM JOY AND TRUTH. AND EVEN THOUGH IT GOES FORTH AMONG MANKIND FROM THE VERY BODY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THEY ARE NOT RECEPTIVE TO IT. EVEN SO, IT GOES BACK UPWARD TO ITS PLACE. “HE WHO RECOGNIZES NOT THE WORK OF PERFECTION KNOWS NOTHING AT ALL, AND ONE WHO DOES NOT STAND IN THE DARKNESS WILL NEVER COME TO SEE THE LIGHT. WHOEVER UNDERSTANDS NOT HOW FIRE WAS BROUGHT INTO BEING WILL BURN THEREIN, FOR THEY DO NOT KNOW THE ROOT THEREOF. WHOEVER DOES NOT FIRST UNDERSTAND WATER UNDERSTANDS NOTHING, SO WHAT GOOD DOES IT DO TO BAPTIZE HIM? WHOEVER DOES NOT UNDERSTAND HOW THE WIND THAT BLOWS CAME INTO BEING WILL BLOW AWAY WITH IT. WHOEVER FAILS TO UNDERSTAND HOW THE BODY THAT THEY CARRY AROUND CAME INTO BEING WILL 384 PERISH ALONG WITH IT. AND HOW WILL HE WHO KNOWS NOT THE SON EVER COME TO KNOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN]? AS FOR ANYONE WHO WILL NOT KNOW THE ROOT OF EVIL, HE IS NOT A STRANGER TO IT. WHOEVER WILL NOT KNOW HOW HE CAME INTO BEING, WILL NEVER KNOW HOW HE IS TO DEPART. HE IS NO STRANGER TO THIS WORLD, WHICH WILL <PERISH, AND> BE HUMILIATED.” THEN HE TOOK JUDAS, MATTHEW, AND MARY <OUT TO> THE END OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. AND AFTER PLACING HIS HAND UPON THEM, THEY HOPED THAT THEY MIGHT COME TO SEE. JUDAS LIFTED UP HIS EYES, AND THERE HE SAW A LOFTY PLACE, AND DOWN BELOW, A GREAT ABYSS. JUDAS ASKED MATTHEW, “BROTHER, WHO CAN HOPE TO SCALE THIS HEIGHT, OR TO GO DOWN INTO THIS DEPTH? FOR THERE IS A GREAT FIRE IN THAT PLACE, AS WELL AS A GREAT TERROR.” THAT VERY MOMENT A WORD CAME FROM IT. AND EVEN AS IT STOOD THERE, HE OBSERVED THE WAY IN WHICH THE WORD CAME DOWN. THEN HE ASKED IT, “WHY HAVE YOU COME DOWN TO THIS PLACE?” AND GREETING THEM, THE SON OF MAN SAID, “A SEED FROM A POWER WAS LACKING, AND IT SANK DOWN INTO THE ABYSS OF THE EARTH. THEN THE GREATNESS REMEMBERED IT AND SENT THE WORD DOWN TO IT. THAT WORD BROUGHT IT UP INTO HIS PRESENCE, THAT THE FIRST WORD MIGHT NOT FAIL.” HIS DISCIPLES WERE AMAZED BY ALL THAT HE HAD SAID AND THEY RECEIVED IT ALL ON FAITH. AND THEY ALL CAME TO SEE THAT IT WAS NOT NECESSARY TO LOOK UPON EVIL. THEN HE EXPLAINED TO HIS DISCIPLES, “DID I NOT SAY TO YOU THAT LIKE A VISIBLE THUNDER, OR THE FLASHING OF LIGHTNING WOULD THE GOOD BE TAKEN UP TO THE LIGHT?” THEN ALL OF HIS FOLLOWERS PRAISED HIM AND SAID, “LORD, WHO WAS THERE TO OFFER YOU PRAISE BEFORE YOU CAME HERE TO THIS PLACE--FOR ALL PRAISES EXIST ON YOUR ACCOUNT? OR WHO IS IT THAT WILL OFFER YOU BLESSINGS--FOR ALL GOOD THINGS PROCEED FROM YOU?” AND EVEN AS THEY WERE STANDING THERE, HE SAW TWO SPIRITS CARRYING A SINGLE SOUL WITH THEM IN A DAZZLING BOLT OF LIGHTNING. AND A WORD CAME FROM THE SON OF MAN, SAYING, “PRESENT THEM WITH THEIR GARMENT!” THE SMALL BECAME JUST LIKE THE GREAT; THESE AND THE ONES RECEIVING THEM WERE JUST ALIKE. <THEN HE RETURNED WITH THE> DISCIPLES WHOM HE HAD <TAKEN UP.> “<DID YOU> SEE EVIL <AMONG> THEM FROM THE FIRST <TIME THEY SAW> ONE ANOTHER?” ASKED MARY. < “YES I DID,”> THE LORD REPLIED, <“AND> WHEN YOU SEE THEM <UNITE AND> BECOME ENORMOUS, THEY WILL <ALL FEIGN THEIR OWN IMPORTANCE.> BUT WHEN YOU COME TO SEE THE ONE WHO LIVES 385 FOREVER, THAT IS INDEED THE GREAT VISION.” “EXPLAIN IT TO US!” THEY ALL IMPLORED. “HOW WOULD YOU RATHER SEE IT,” HE ASKED, “IN A FLEETING VISION, OR AN ETERNAL ONE?” HE SAID, MOREOVER, “TRY TO SAVE WHAT CAN FOLLOW AFTER YOU. LOOK FOR IT AND SPEAK FROM WITHIN IT, SO ALL THAT YOU SEEK FOR MAY BE IN HARMONY WITH YOU. BECAUSE I AM HERE TO TELL YOU, THE LIVING GOD LIVES WITHIN YOU, <AND YOU LIVE> WITHIN HIM.” “HOW TRULY I WISH <TO DWELL IN THAT PLACE,”> SAID JUDAS. “THE LIVING GOD LIVES <WITHIN THE ONE WHO IS> WHOLE,” THE LORD ANSWERED, < “WHEREAS> THE DEFICIENCY <RESIDES WITHIN THE EMPTY.”> JUDAS ASKED, “WHO <WILL COME TO DWELL THEREIN?”> THE LORD ANSWERED HIM, <“THOSE WHO COMPLETE> THE WORKS THAT <REMAIN TO BE DONE. AS FOR> THAT WHICH REMAINS, IT IS THEY WHO YOU <ARE TO PREPARE FOR VICTORY OVER THE ANGELIC RULERS.”> “BEHOLD,” SAID JUDAS, “THE ARCHONS ARE ABOVE US, SO THEY WILL BE THE ONES TO RULE OVER US!” “YOU WILL BE THE ONES TO GOVERN THEM,” JESUS COUNTERED, “BUT ONLY AFTER YOU HAVE RID YOURSELVES OF COVETOUSNESS. THEN YOU WILL DON THE GARMENTS OF LIGHT AND ENTER INTO THE BRIDAL CHAMBER.” “HOW WILL OUR GARMENTS BE BROUGHT TO US?” ASKED JUDAS. “THERE ARE SOME WHO WILL BRING THEM TO YOU,” THE LORD ANSWERED, “AND THERE ARE OTHERS WHO WILL RECEIVE YOU. YOU SEE, THEY ARE THE ONES WHO WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH YOUR CLOTHES. FOR WHO WILL BE ABLE TO PASS THROUGH THAT PLACE OF RETRIBUTION? EVEN SO, THE CLOTHING OF LIFE HAS BEEN GIVEN TO MEN SINCE THEY SEE THE PATH BY WHICH THEY MUST GO. IT IS EVEN A CHALLENGE FOR ME TO PASS THROUGH.” “HENCE,” SAID MARY, “‘THE TROUBLE OF EACH DAY,’ AND ‘THE WORKER DESERVES HIS WAGE,’ AND ‘THE DISCIPLE IS LIKE HIS TEACHER.’” (SHE PUT FORTH THESE EXPRESSIONS AS A WOMAN WHO UNDERSTOOD THEM FULLY.) THE DISCIPLES THEN ASKED HIM, “WHAT IS THIS ‘FULLNESS’ AND WHAT IS THIS ‘DEFICIENCY’?” “THE ‘FULLNESS,’” HE SAID, “IS WHERE YOU CAME FROM, WHEREAS THE ‘DEFICIENCY’ IS THE PLACE WHERE YOU CURRENTLY DWELL. BUT LOOK AND SEE, HOW HIS LIGHT HAS POURED DOWN ON ME!” “LORD,” ASKED MATTHEW, “TELL ME HOW THE DEAD PASS ON, AND THE LIVING COME ALIVE!” THE LORD ANSWERED HIM, “YOU HAVE ASKED ME 386 ABOUT THE SAYING; < ‘YOU HAVE SHOWN ME> WHAT NO EYE HAS SEEN, NOR HAVE I HEARD IT FROM ANYONE BUT YOU.’ NONETHELESS I SAY TO YOU, A MAN IS REFERRED TO AS ‘DEAD’ WHEN WHAT ANIMATES HIM IS TAKEN AWAY. NOW WHEN WHAT IS ALIVE ESCAPES FROM WHAT IS DEAD, IT WILL THEN BE CALLED ‘ALIVE’ AGAIN.” JUDAS ASKED: “WHY DO THESE DIE AND LIVE AGAIN FOR THE SAKE OF TRUTH?” “WHAT THE TRUTH BRINGS FORTH IS NOT WHAT DIES,” THE LORD REPLIED. “THAT WHICH IS BORN OF WOMAN IS THE THING THAT DIES.” “LORD,” MARY ASKED HIM, “TELL ME, WAS I BROUGHT TO THIS PLACE TO GAIN A PROFIT OR TO SUFFER A LOSS?” “YOU ARE HERE,” THE LORD EXPLAINED, “TO SHOW FORTH THE ABUNDANCE OF THE REVEALER!” “IS THERE ANY PLACE, THEN, THAT IS UNPRODUCTIVE, OR IN WANT OF TRUTH?” MARY INQUIRED. “IN THE PLACE THAT I AM NOT!” THE LORD REPLIED. “LORD,” SAID MARY, “YOU ARE WONDERFUL AND FEARSOME; AN ALL-CONSUMING FIRE TO THOSE WHO DO NOT KNOW YOU.” MATTHEW ASKED, “WHY CAN’T WE ALL JUST REST RIGHT NOW?” THE LORD ANSWERED HIM, “ONCE YOU’VE LAID THESE BURDENS DOWN, YOUR REST WILL COME.” MATTHEW ASKED, “HOW DOES THE SMALL BECOME ONE WITH THE GREAT?” THE LORD REPLIED, “YOU WILL INDEED FIND REST ONCE YOU HAVE ABANDONED THE WORKS THAT CANNOT FOLLOW AFTER YOU.” MARY SAID, “I WOULD LIKE TO SEE ALL THINGS AS THEY TRULY ARE.” “LIFE IS THE FORTUNE FOR HIM THAT SEEKS IT,” THE LORD DECLARED. “THE PLEASURE THAT THIS WORLD PROVIDES IS COUNTERFEIT; ITS GOLD AND ITS SILVER ARE BUT A DELUSION.” HIS FOLLOWERS ASKED HIM, “WHAT OUGHT WE TO DO TO ENSURE THAT OUR WORK COMES TO PERFECTION?” “BE PREPARED IN THE FACE OF ALL THINGS,” THE LORD REPLIED. “HOW BLESSED IS THE MAN WHO HAS RECOGNIZED THE WAR, AND HAS SEEN THE BATTLE WITH HIS OWN TWO EYES, FOR HE HAS EMERGED TRIUMPHANTLY, HAVING NEITHER KILLED NOR SUFFERED DEATH.” “LORD,” JUDAS INQUIRED, “TELL ME WHERE THE PATH BEGINS.” “WITH LOVE AND WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS,” HE ANSWERED US. “HAD EVEN ONE OF THESE BEEN AMONG THE ARCHONS, EVIL NEVER WOULD HAVE COME INTO EXISTENCE.” “LORD,” SAID MATTHEW, “YOU HAVE SPOKEN OPENLY ABOUT THE END OF ALL THINGS.” THE LORD SAID, “YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD AND ACCEPTED ON FAITH ALL THAT I HAVE SAID TO YOU. THEY ARE YOURS AS FAR AS YOU CAN 387 UNDERSTAND. IF, HOWEVER, YOU CANNOT COMPREHEND THEM, THEY ARE NOT FOR YOU TO HAVE.” “WHAT IS THIS PLACE THAT WE ARE HEADED FOR?” THEY PRODDED HIM. “WHATEVER PLACE LIES WITHIN YOUR GRASP, THERE YOU MUST STAND,” SAID THE LORD. MARY ASKED, “IS IT POSSIBLE TO SEE EVERYTHING THAT IS ESTABLISHED IN THIS MANNER?” THE LORD REPLIED, “THE ONE WHO SEES IS THE ONE WHO REVEALS, EVEN AS I HAVE TOLD YOU BEFORE.” HIS TWELVE DISCIPLES QUESTIONED HIM, “TEACHER, <WHERE IS THE PATH TO THE> PEACEFUL <HEART?> TEACH US <HOW WE ARE TO ATTAIN IT.>” THE LORD SAID, “IF YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD ALL THAT I HAVE EXPLAINED TO YOU, YOU WILL ACHIEVE IMMORTALITY. YOU <ARE,> AFTER ALL, <THE PATH THAT LEADS TO> EVERYTHING.” MARY SAID, “THERE IS BUT ONE WORD THAT I WILL SPEAK TO THE LORD WITH REGARD TO THE MYSTERY OF THE TRUTH IN WHICH WE HAVE COME TO STAND: WE HAVE BEEN REVEALED TO THE COSMIC BEINGS.” JUDAS SAID TO MATTHEW, “WE WOULD LIKE TO UNDERSTAND THE TYPE OF GARMENT WITH WHICH WE ARE TO BE CLOTHED WHEN WE DEPART FROM THIS CORRUPTED FLESH.” THE LORD ANSWERED, “THE ARCHONS AND ADMINISTRATORS POSSESS GARMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO THEM ONLY FOR A CERTAIN TIME, AND WHICH DO NOT ENDURE. YOU, HOWEVER, AS CHILDREN OF TRUTH, ARE NOT TO ARRAY YOURSELVES IN THESE TEMPORAL VESTMENTS. YOU WILL INSTEAD RECEIVE YOUR BLESSING WHEN YOU COME TO UNDRESS YOURSELVES! YOU SEE, IT IS NO GREAT THING <TO STRIP YOURSELVES AND TO STEP> OUTSIDE.” <ONE OF THEM> SAID, < “LORD,> SPEAK <TO US ABOUT ‘THE MUSTARD SEED.’”> THE LORD REPLIED, <“IT HAS BEEN SOWN BY> YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] <AND IT IS HE THAT BRINGS IT FORTH.”> “WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THAT MUSTARD SEED?” MARY ASKED HIM. “DOES IT COME FROM HEAVEN, OR FROM THE EARTH?” THE LORD ANSWERED, “WHEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ESTABLISHED THE WORLD FOR HIMSELF, HE RETAINED SOME THINGS FROM THE MOTHER OF ALL, AND THIS INSPIRES BOTH HIS SPEAKING AND HIS ACTIONS.” “THIS YOU HAVE SPOKEN FROM THE MIND OF TRUTH,” JUDAS REMARKED. “WHEN WE PRAY, HOW SHOULD WE DO IT?” “PRAY IN THE PLACE WHERE THERE IS NO WOMAN,” THE LORD REPLIED. (“NOW BY TELLING US TO PRAY IN A PLACE 388 WHERE THERE IS NO WOMAN,” SAID MATTHEW, “HE MEANS THAT WE SHOULD DESTROY THE WORKS OF THE FEMALE. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT THERE IS SOME OTHER WAY OF BRINGING FORTH, ONLY THAT SOMEDAY WOMEN WILL NO LONGER GIVE BIRTH.”) “THEY WILL NEVER CEASE TO EXIST!” MARY PROTESTED. “WHO IS SO SURE THAT THEY WON’T ALL DISSOLVE,” THE LORD REPLIED, “THEIR WORKS BEING UNDONE IN THIS PLACE TOO?” (NOW WHEN SALOME ASKED, “HOW LONG WILL DEATH CONTINUE TO REIGN?” THE LORD ANSWERED HER, “AS LONG AS YOU WOMEN CONTINUE TO BEAR.” YOU SEE, THE SAVIOR HAS HIMSELF AFFIRMED, “I HAVE COME TO UNDO THE WORKS OF THE FEMALE.” HE DOES NOT MEAN THAT PROCREATION IS BAD, FOR SUCH IS NECESSARY FOR THE REDEMPTION OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE. FURTHERMORE, THE LORD HAS SAID, “WHOEVER HAS TAKEN A WIFE SHOULD NEVER FORSAKE HER, BUT WHOEVER HAS NOT DONE SO WOULD BE BETTER OFF NOT GETTING MARRIED.” FOR IN THE GOSPEL OF THE EGYPTIANS MANY MYSTERIOUS MATTERS OF THIS NATURE ARE PASSED DOWN AS ESOTERIC WISDOM GIVEN SECRETLY BY THE SAVIOR, TEACHING HIS DISCIPLES THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE SON [JESUS], AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN] ARE A SINGLE ONE. THE NAASSENES MAINTAIN THAT THE SOUL IS DIFFICULT TO FIND AND TO BECOME FAMILIAR WITH. THIS IS BECAUSE IT REMAINS NEITHER IN A SINGULAR FORM, NOR DOES IT CONFORM TO A PARTICULAR ASPECT, AND AS SUCH DOES NOT POSSESS A DEFINITE APPEARANCE SUCH THAT ANY PATTERN OR PERCEPTION OF IT COULD POSSIBLY DESCRIBE IT. NOW SINCE THE WORD HAD SPOKEN OF THE END, SALOME WAS RIGHT TO ASK, “HOW LONG ARE MEN TO SUFFER DEATH?” SCRIPTURE UTILIZES THE WORD ‘MAN’ HERE IN TWO WAYS; BOTH AS THAT OF THE OUTWARD, VISIBLE FORM ALONG WITH THE SOUL, AND ALSO WITH REFERENCE TO THE REDEEMED AND THE UNREDEEMED ALIKE. THE IMPULSE OF THE ‘MALE’ IS USED TO REPRESENT AGGRESSION, AND THE TERM ‘FEMALE’ IS USED TO INDICATE LUSTING. ‘WORKS’ SIGNIFIES BOTH BIRTH AND DECAY. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT LIFE IS A BAD THING OR THAT THE CREATION IS EVIL, ONLY THAT SUCH IS THE COURSE OF NATURE. YOU SEE, WHEN SALOME ASKED, “THEN HAVE I DONE WELL BY NOT HAVING CHILDREN?” THE LORD REPLIED, “YOU MAY EAT OF EVERY HERB, BUT OF THE BITTER ONE DO NOT PARTAKE.” LET US ALL WAIT IN CONSTANT EXPECTATION OF THE ARRIVAL OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN LOVE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR WE DO NOT KNOW THE DAY OF GOD’S COMING. FOR YOU SEE, WHEN SALOME INQUIRED OF HIM, “TELL US WHEN YOUR KINGDOM WILL COME.” THE LORD REPLIED, “WHEN YOU TREAD UNDERFOOT THIS COVERING OF 389 SHAME, AND WHEN THE TWO SHOULD UNITE, THE INNER BECOMING ONE WITH THE OUTER, AND WHEN THE MALE BECOMES NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE WITH REGARD TO THE FEMALE.” WHENEVER WE SPEAK THE TRUTH TO ONE ANOTHER, YOU SEE, THE TWO BECOME ONE, FOR A SINGLE SOUL, FREE OF ALL THAT IS FALSE, OCCUPIES THE TWO PERSONS. AS FOR THE ‘OUTSIDE’ BEING EVEN AS THE ‘INSIDE,’ HERE IS THE INTERPRETATION: WITH REFERENCE TO WHAT IS WITHIN, HE MEANS THE SOUL, AND WITH REFERENCE TO WHAT IS WITHOUT, HE MEANS THE PHYSICAL BODY. SO EVEN AS YOUR BODY CAN BE CLEARLY SEEN, SO ALSO OUGHT YOU TO MAKE THE CHARACTER OF YOUR SOUL APPARENT THROUGH YOUR GOOD WORKS. NOW WHEN HE SAYS, ‘THE MALE WITH REGARD TO THE FEMALE, NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE,’ HE IS SAYING, ‘WHEN A BROTHER LOOKS UPON A SISTER, HE OUGHT NOT TO THINK OF HER AS FEMALE, AND SHE LIKEWISE OUGHT NOT TO THINK OF HIM AS MALE.’ THUS HE ASSURES US: “IF YOU DO THESE THINGS, MY KINGDOM WILL APPEAR.”) JUDAS SAID TO MATTHEW, “THE WORKS OF THE FEMALE WILL ALL DISSOLVE. <AND WHEN THEY SEE IT,> THE ARCHONS WILL CALL UPON <THEIR EVERY STRENGTH.> IS THIS HOW WE ARE TO BECOME PREPARED FOR THEM?” THE LORD ASKED, “CAN THEY HONESTLY SEE YOU? CAN THEY SEE THE ONES RECEIVING YOU? BEHOLD! A WORD IS ISSUING FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SILENTLY INTO THE ABYSS, BRINGING FORTH LIKE A LIGHTNING FLASH. ARE THEY ABLE TO SEE OR OVERPOWER IT? NOT AT ALL, FOR EVEN NOW IT REMAINS TO YOU! YOU HAVE KNOWN THE WAY WHICH NO ANGEL OR POWER HAS EVER SEEN. BUT IT BELONGS TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON, FOR THEY ARE BOTH A SINGLE <ONE.> YOU WILL TRAVEL ALONG THE PATH THAT ALL OF YOU HAVE COME TO KNOW, AND NO MATTER HOW GREAT THE ARCHONS BECOME, THEY WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO ATTAIN TO IT. EVEN SO, LISTEN HERE--IT IS A BURDEN EVEN FOR ME TO DO IT.” “WHEN THE WORKS DISSOLVE <INTO NOTHINGNESS,”> MARY ASKED THE LORD, <“WILL IT BE YOUR WORKS> THAT DISSOLVE A WORK?” THE LORD ANSWERED HER, “WITHOUT QUESTION, FOR <THE WAY> IS KNOWN TO EACH OF YOU. <NOW> IF I SHOULD DISSOLVE <THE WORKS, THEY> WILL <EACH> GO BACK TO THEIR PLACE.” “HOW DOES THE SPIRIT APPEAR?” ASKED JUDAS. “HOW DOES THE SWORD APPEAR?” ANSWERED JESUS. “HOW DOES THE LIGHT APPEAR?” JUDAS PROBED. THE LORD SAID, <“YOU ALREADY EXIST> ETERNALLY WITHIN IT.” JUDAS ASKED, “WHO FORGIVES THE WORKS OF WHOM? THOSE WORKS 390 WHICH <WILL CONDEMN> THE WORLD. <WHEN THE TIME OF JUDGMENT COMES ABOUT,> WHO IS IT THAT FORGIVES THE WORKS.” THE LORD ANSWERED HIM, “WHO IS IT <THAT CONDEMNS?> IT IS FITTING FOR ONE WHO HAS UNDERSTOOD THE WORKS TO CARRY OUT THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] WILL. AS FOR ALL OF YOU, STRIVE TO RID YOURSELVES OF ANGER AND OF ENVY. ALSO, STRIP YOURSELVES OF YOUR <WORLDLINESS,> AND DO NOT <SEEK AFTER THAT WHICH IS NOT YOUR OWN.(?)> <...> <AND DO NOT WAVER WHEN THE TIME COMES FOR YOU TO> REPROACH <THE WORLD.> FOR I SAY TO YOU, <THE ARCHONS WILL FALL ON YOU TO STRIKE FEAR INTO YOUR HEARTS.(?)> <...> <WHEN> YOU TAKE THE <WORD OF GOD TO YOURSELVES(?)> YOU <WILL REST UPON IT, AND THE PERSON> WHO HAS SOUGHT, AND HAS <COME TO UNDERSTAND> THIS, WILL REST <UPON IT ALSO.> HE WILL LIVE FOREVERMORE. AND I SAY THIS TO YOU <NOW, SO THAT> YOUR SPIRITS AND YOUR SOULS MIGHT NOT BE LED ASTRAY.” THEN JESUS AGAIN SAID TO THEM, “PEACE TO YOU! I AM SENDING YOU FORTH EVEN AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS SENT ME.” AND AFTER SAYING THIS, HE BREATHED ON THEM AND SAID, “RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT! THE SINS OF THOSE YOU HAVE FORGIVEN WILL INDEED BE FORGIVEN, AND THE SINS OF THOSE YOU HAVE NOT FORGIVEN WILL REMAIN UNFORGIVEN.” JESUS’ SECOND APPEARANCE TO THE TWELVE (EPAP 11B,12; JOHN 20:24-29) JERUSALEM BUT THOMAS, ONE OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES--WHO IS ALSO KNOWN AS DIDYMUS--WAS NOT THERE AT THE TIME THAT JESUS CAME. AND WHEN THE OTHER DISCIPLES INFORMED HIM, “ALL OF US HAVE SEEN THE LORD!” HE ANSWERED THEM, “UNLESS I SEE THE NAIL MARKS IN HIS HAND, AND PLACE MY FINGER INTO THEM, AND MY HAND INTO HIS SIDE, I WILL NOT BELIEVE.” NOW AFTER EIGHT DAYS HAD PASSED, ALL OF THE DISCIPLES WERE AGAIN GATHERED TOGETHER INSIDE, AND THE DOORS WERE LOCKED, AND THOMAS WAS WITH THEM. THEN JESUS CAME AND STOOD IN THEIR MIDST, SAYING, “PEACE TO YOU!” NOW HE PRESENTED HIMSELF TO US IN AN ETHEREAL FORM; AND WE, IMAGINING HIM TO BE A GHOST, WERE STARTLED AND FRIGHTENED, STILL NOT BELIEVING THAT IT COULD BE HIM. BUT INDEED IT WAS THE LORD, SO HE QUESTIONED US, “WHY ARE YOU SO UNSETTLED, AND WHY DO DOUBTS ARISE IN YOUR HEARTS? COME NOW, AND HAVE NO FEAR. I AM YOUR MASTER, YOUR TEACHER; THE ONE YOU, PETER, DENIED THREE TIMES BEFORE THE CROWING OF 391 THE COCK. ARE YOU DENYING ME YET AGAIN?” AND WE APPROACHED HIM, DOUBTING IN OUR HEARTS WHETHER IT COULD POSSIBLY BE HIM. THEN HE ASKED US, “WHY THIS STUBBORN REFUSAL TO BELIEVE? WHY ARE YOU SO SKEPTICAL? BELIEVE THAT I AM THE ONE WHO SPOKE TO YOU ABOUT MY FLESH, MY DEATH, AND MY RESURRECTION. NOW JUST SO THAT YOU MIGHT KNOW IT’S ME, TOUCH ME, PETER, AND YOU WILL SEE. PLACE YOUR HAND ON THE NAIL PRINTS IN MY HANDS, AND YOUR FINGER WITHIN THEM.” AND TO THOMAS HE SAID, “AS FOR YOU, THOMAS, BRING YOUR FINGER OVER AND INSPECT MY HANDS. NOW BRING YOUR HAND OVER AND TOUCH THE SPEAR WOUND THAT WAS MADE IN MY SIDE. PLACE YOUR FINGER (AND) YOUR HAND THEREIN, AND BE NOT DOUBTFUL, BUT BELIEVING!” AND AT THIS THOMAS CONFESSED, “YOU ARE MY LORD AND MY GOD!” “THOMAS,” JESUS QUESTIONED HIM, “DOES YOUR FAITH RELY ON YOUR HAVING SEEN ME? BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN AND HAVE YET BELIEVED. AS FOR YOU, ANDREW, LOOK AT MY FEET AND SEE WHETHER OR NOT THEY TOUCH THE GROUND, OR LEAVE A FOOTPRINT. YOU SEE, IN THE PROPHET IT STANDS WRITTEN, ‘THE FOOT OF A GHOST OR A DEMON NEITHER TOUCHES THE GROUND, (NOR) LEAVES ANY KIND OF PRINT BEHIND.’” BUT NOW WE TOUCHED HIM TO KNOW FOR SURE WHETHER HE HAD TRULY RISEN IN THE FLESH, AND WHEN WE HAD FELT HIM AND FOUND THAT HE HAD INDEED RISEN UP BODILY, WE FELL TO OUR FACES BEFORE HIM. AND CONFESSING OUR SIN, WE ASKED THAT HE FORGIVE US FOR OUR FAITHLESSNESS, FOR WE HAD NOT BELIEVED HIM. THEN OUR REDEEMER, THE LORD AND SAVIOR SAID TO US, “RISE UP NOW, AND I WILL REVEAL TO YOU ALL THAT IS ON THE EARTH, AND WHAT IS IN HEAVEN, AND EVEN THAT WHICH IS ABOVE THE HEAVENS, INCLUDING YOUR RESURRECTION, THE REST THAT EXISTS IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND JUST WHY IT IS THAT MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS SENT ME. MY FATHER [STEPHEN], YOU SEE, HAS GIVEN ME POWER TO TAKE YOU UP, ALONG WITH ALL WHO TRUST IN ME.” THE MISSION OF THE APOSTLES (EPAP 13-30) JERUSALEM? NOW THIS IS WHAT HE REVEALED TO US: “IT SO HAPPENED THAT WHEN I HAD NEARLY REACHED THIS PLACE, EVEN AS I WAS PASSING THROUGH THE HEAVENS, ON MY WAY DOWN FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL, I PUT ON THE WISDOM OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND CLOTHED MYSELF IN HIS POWER AND MIGHT; AND WHEN I WAS IN 392 THE HEAVENS, I WAS LIKE THE HEAVENS. I PASSED BY THE ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS, AND BEING LIKE THEM IN APPEARANCE, I PASSED BY THE ORDERS AND DOMINIONS, PRINCES AND POWERS, POSSESSING IN FULL MEASURE THE WISDOM OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT ME. BUT MICHAEL, WHO RANKS HIGHEST AMONG THE ANGELS, FOLLOWED AFTER ME. AND ARCHANGELS GABRIEL, URIEL, AND RAPHAEL, FOLLOWED ME SECRETLY AS WELL, UNTIL WE ARRIVED AT THE FIFTH HEAVENLY PLANE, IN THEIR HEARTS BELIEVING ME TO BE AMONG THEIR RANKS, MY APPEARANCE BEING LIKE THEIRS. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HIMSELF HAD GIVEN ME THIS POWER. THEN I GRACED THE ARCHANGELS WITH THE VOICE OF WONDER, DISTRACTING THEM ALL AND SUMMONING THEM TO ASCEND BEFORE THE ALTAR OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] TO COMPLETE THE SERVICE OF THEIR WORK UNTIL SUCH TIME AS I SHOULD RETURN TO HIM. AND IT WAS AS THE IMAGE OF HIS WISDOM THAT I DID THIS. I BECAME THE ALL WITHIN THE ALL AMONG THEM, YOU SEE, THAT I MIGHT RETURN TO THE GLORY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF MAJESTY, HAVING BROUGHT ABOUT THE MERCIFUL WILL OF THE ONE WHO SENT ME. ARE YOU AWARE THAT THE ANGEL GABRIEL CAME DOWN BRINGING THE WORD TO MARY?” “YES, LORD,” WE ANSWERED HIM. SO, HE CONTINUED, “NOW DO YOU RECALL ME SAYING TO YOU THAT I BECAME LIKE AN ANGEL AMONG THE ANGELS?” AND WE ANSWERED HIM, “YES, LORD.” “BACK THEN,” HE REVEALED TO US, “IT WAS I WHO APPEARED TO THE VIRGIN MARY, AND IT WAS I WHO SPOKE WITH HER, TRANSFORMING MYSELF INTO THE IMAGE OF THE ARCHANGEL GABRIEL. WITH FAITH AND LAUGHTER DID SHE ACCEPT ME INTO HER HEART. AND I, THE WORD, TRANSFORMED MYSELF AND ENTERED HER WOMB AND BECAME FLESH. AND WITH REGARD TO MARY, I BECAME A SERVANT TO MYSELF, APPEARING IN THE SEMBLANCE OF AN ANGEL. EVEN SO WILL I DO AFTER I RISE AGAIN TO MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. “NOW YOU MUST OBSERVE MY PASSING. IF, AT THE TIME OF PASSOVER, YOU SHOULD COMMEMORATE THE MEMORIAL OF MY DEATH, THEN ONE OF YOU STANDING HERE WITH ME WILL BE THROWN INTO PRISON FOR THE SAKE OF MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND HE WILL BE IN GREAT DISTRESS AND SORROW, LAMENTING IN DISTANT ISOLATION FROM YOU EVEN AS YOU ARE OBSERVING IT. FOR THE ONE WHO IS CONFINED WILL REGRET THAT HE CANNOT KEEP IT WITH YOU. NOW I WILL SEND MY OWN POWER IN THE FORM OF THE ANGEL GABRIEL, AND THE PRISON DOORS WILL BE OPENED UP. HE WILL SLIP AWAY AND COME TO KEEP THE ALL NIGHT VIGIL WITH YOU, AND REMAIN WITH YOU UNTIL THE CROWING OF THE COCK. 393 BUT AT THE COCK’S CROW, THE COMPLETION OF MY AGAPE AND OF MY REMEMBRANCE, HE WILL ONCE AGAIN BE TAKEN AWAY AND THROWN INTO PRISON FOR A TESTIMONY UNTIL THE TIME COMES FOR HIM TO LEAVE THAT PLACE AND BEGIN TO PREACH WHAT I HAVE GIVEN YOU IN THE WAY THAT I HAVE INSTRUCTED YOU.” AND WE ASKED HIM, “LORD, HAVE YOU NOT YET FINISHED THE DRINKING OF THE PASSOVER? DO WE, PERCHANCE, HAVE TO TAKE THE CUP AND DRINK ONCE MORE?” AND HE ANSWERED US, “AS A MATTER OF FACT, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO DO SO UNTIL SUCH TIME AS I RETURN WITH THOSE WHO HAVE SUFFERED MARTYRDOM FOR MY SAKE.” AND WE SAID, “OH LORD, WHAT YOU ARE NOW SAYING TO US IS GREAT, AS IS WHAT YOU HAVE SAID BEFORE. SO, IN WHAT FORM OR POWER ARE YOU ABOUT TO COME?” “HOW TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU,” HE ANSWERED US, “THAT ON THE WINGS OF CLOUDS WILL I COME, BEARING ME IN GLORY AND BURSTING FORTH WITH A SEVENFOLD BRIGHTNESS--EVEN AS THE SUN--AND MY CROSS GOING BEFORE ME. I WILL COME DOWN UPON THE EARTH TO PASS JUDGMENT ON THE LIVING AND THE DEAD.” AND WE ASKED HIM, “LORD, HOW MANY YEARS REMAIN UNTIL THIS HAPPENS?” HE ANSWERED US, “THE COMING OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE COMPLETION OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTIETH YEAR, BETWEEN PENTECOST AND PASSOVER, AFTER THE HUNDREDTH AND THE TWENTIETH PART HAVE PASSED.” (THE FULFILLMENT OF [THESE] NUMBER[S], YOU SEE, CORRESPONDS TO HIS CRUCIFIXION AND HIS RESURRECTION.) “NOW LORD,” WE SAID, “UP TO NOW YOU HAVE ONLY TOLD US THAT YOU WERE COMING, BUT JUST NOW YOU SAID THAT HE WHO SENT YOU WOULD COME. SO HOW CAN YOU SAY, ‘IT WILL BE THE ONE WHO SENT ME WHO WILL COME’?” “I AM ENTIRELY WITHIN MY FATHER [STEPHEN],” HE EXPLAINED TO US, “AND MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IS ENTIRELY WITHIN ME.” THEN WE ASKED HIM, “ARE YOU REALLY GOING TO LEAVE US UNTIL THE TIME OF YOUR RETURN? WHERE EVER WILL WE FIND A TEACHER?” “DO YOU NOT UNDERSTAND,” HE ANSWERED US, “THAT EVEN UP TO NOW I EXIST BOTH HERE AND THERE WITH THE ONE WHO SENT ME?” “LORD,” WE ASKED HIM, “IS IT REALLY POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO EXIST BOTH HERE AND THERE AT THE SAME TIME?” AND HE SAID, “I AM ENTIRELY WITHIN THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS WITHIN ME. I EXIST AFTER HIS IMAGE AND HIS LIKENESS, AFTER HIS POWER, HIS PERFECTION, AND HIS LIGHT.” (NOW WHEN HE SAID, “I AM HIS PERFECT WORD IN ITS FULLEST SENSE,” THIS INDICATES THE WORK THAT HE DID BY MEANS OF THE FLESH, EVEN AS HE SAID AFTER HIS CRUCIFIXION, WHEN HE HAD DIED AND RISEN 394 UP.) “TO HIM,” (HE CONTINUED,) “I HAVE BECOME SOMETHING LIKE THIS: I AM THE PERFECT THOUGHT IN THE FORM OF A TYPE. NOW I CAME INTO BEING ON THE EIGHTH DAY, (WHICH IS THE LORD’S.) BUT THROUGH MY OWN REDEMPTION YOU WILL COME TO PERCEIVE THE WONDERS, AND HIS IMAGE, AND EVERY THING IN ITS PERFECTION--THE COMPLETION OF ALL THINGS AND THEIR CONCLUSION AS WELL. THEN YOU WILL SEE ME RISE AGAIN TO MY HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO IS IN THE SKY. NOW BEHOLD, I AM GIVING YOU A NEW COMMAND; LOVE ONE ANOTHER AND DEFER TO ONE ANOTHER SO THAT PEACE MIGHT ALWAYS BE WITH YOU. SHOW LOVE TO YOUR ADVERSARIES, AND DO TO NO ONE ELSE WHAT YOU WOULD NOT HAVE DONE TO YOU. PREACH THIS AND TEACH IT AMONG THOSE WHOSE FAITH IS IN ME. PROCLAIM THE CELESTIAL KINGDOM OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]; AND EVEN AS MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS EMPOWERED ME, SO ALSO DO I EMPOWER YOU, THAT YOU MIGHT BRING NEAR THE CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN]. “IF YOU PREACH THIS, THEY WILL BELIEVE YOU! IT IS YOUR DUTY TO LEAD HIS CHILDREN INTO HEAVEN!” BUT WE ASKED HIM, “LORD, CERTAINLY YOU CAN DO ALL THAT YOU HAVE BIDDEN US TO; BUT JUST HOW ARE WE SUPPOSED TO DO IT?” “I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH,” HE SAID, “PREACH IT AND TEACH IT, FOR I WILL BE THERE AT YOUR SIDE. YOU SEE, I AM MORE THAN PLEASED TO REMAIN WITH YOU, HELPING YOU TO BECOME MY FELLOW HEIRS IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, WHICH BELONGS TO HIM WHO SENT ME. I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, YOU WILL BE MY FRIENDS AND BROTHERS, FOR MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS DELIGHTED IN BOTH YOU AND THOSE WHO WILL COME TO BELIEVE IN ME THROUGH YOU. I SAY TO YOU MOST EMPHATICALLY, SUCH A GREAT AND WONDROUS JOY HAS MY FATHER [STEPHEN] PREPARED FOR YOU THAT THE ANGELS AND AUTHORITIES HAVE LONG DESIRED, (AND STILL) DESIRE TO LOOK UPON IT AND PERCEIVE! BUT THEY WILL NOT BE GIVEN THE VISION OF MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] GLORY.” “OH LORD,” WE ASKED HIM, “WHAT IS THE MEANING OF ALL YOU ARE SAYING?” “YOU ARE GOING TO SEE A LIGHT THAT IS BRIGHTER THAN ANY OTHER LIGHT THAT SHINES,” HE REPLIED, “AND EVEN MORE PERFECT THAN PERFECTION ITSELF; AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF LIGHT [JAMES 1:17] WILL PERFECT THE SON. YOU SEE, THE FATHER IS PERFECTION ITSELF; AND IT IS THROUGH DEATH AND RESURRECTION THAT THE SON IS MADE PERFECT. SO THE ONE FEAT, IN FACT, OUTSHINES THE OTHER, AND I AM IN ALL REGARDS THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], FOR I EXIST WITHIN THE ONE WHO ACCOMPLISHES; THE FULLNESS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] <WHO SENT> ME.” “BUT LORD,” THE TWELVE OF US 395 RESPONDED, “YOU HAVE BECOME OUR LIFE AND OUR SALVATION, EVEN AS YOU SPEAK SUCH HOPEFUL WORDS TO US!” “BELIEVE IN IT, AND TAKE COURAGE IN IT,” HE ADVISED US, “AND MAY PEACE DWELL WITHIN YOUR HEARTS, FOR TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU THAT THERE EXISTS SUCH A REST IN STORE FOR YOU IN HEAVEN, THAT PLACE WHERE THERE IS NO EATING OR DRINKING, NO MOURNING OR MERRYMAKING, NO WORLDLY CONCERNS, NO GARMENT OF FLESH AND NO PERISHING OF THOSE WHO DWELL THEREIN. YOU WILL NOT EXIST AS PART OF THE CREATION BELOW, BUT YOU IMPERISHABLE ONES ARE TO RECEIVE A SHARE IN, AND TO DWELL WITHIN THE INCORRUPTIBILITY OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND EVEN AS I REMAIN CONTINUALLY WITHIN THE FATHER [STEPHEN], SO ALSO DOES YOUR PLACE OF REST LIE WITHIN ME.” “WILL WE APPEAR IN THE FORM OF AN ANGEL,” WE ASKED HIM, “OR THAT OF THE FLESH?” “BEHOLD,” HE SAID, “I HAVE PUT ON THAT FLESH OF YOURS. I WAS BORN WITH IT, CRUCIFIED WITH IT, BURIED WITH IT, AND THROUGH MY HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN], ROSE AGAIN WITH IT. THIS HAPPENED TO FULFILL THE ORACLE THAT THE PROPHET DAVID SPOKE OF ME, FORETELLING OF BOTH MY DEATH AND MY RESURRECTION: ‘OH LORD, HOW THOSE WHO STRIVE WITH ME HAVE MULTIPLIED, AND HOW MANY ARE THOSE WHO RISE AGAINST ME. MANY ARE THOSE WHO SAY TO MY SOUL, “GOD WILL NEVER COME TO YOUR AID.” BUT YOU, OH LORD, ARE MY PROTECTION AND MY GLORY; EVEN THE ONE WHO LIFTS UP MY HEAD. THEN MY VOICE CRIED OUT TO GOD, AND FROM THE MOUNT OF HIS SANCTUARY HE HEARD ME. I LAY DOWN AND SLEPT, AND I AROSE, FOR GOD HIMSELF HAD RAISED ME UP. YOU, OH LORD, ARE MY REFUGE. I HAD NO FEAR OF THE MULTITUDES WHO ROSE UP AGAINST ME AND HEDGED ME ABOUT. RISE UP AND DELIVER ME NOW, OH, MY LORD AND MY GOD! FOR YOU HAVE SMITTEN AND CAST TO THE GROUND 396 ALL WHO HAVE HATED ME FOR NO GOOD CAUSE. YOU HAVE TRAMPLED THEM BENEATH YOUR FEET, AND YOU HAVE SHATTERED THE TEETH OF THE WICKED. SALVATION COMES FROM GOD ALONE. MAY YOU SANCTIFY YOUR OWN.’ “ALL THAT THE PROPHETS HAVE SPOKEN HAS THUS BEEN COMPLETED, TAKING PLACE AND HAVING ITS FULFILLMENT IN ME. I WAS WITHIN THEM, YOU SEE, (AND) I MYSELF SPOKE THROUGH THEM, SO WITH HOW MUCH MORE CERTAINTY WILL WHAT I HAVE DISCLOSED TO YOU TRULY HAPPEN, SO THAT YOU AND ALL WHO BELIEVE IN ME MIGHT BRING GLORY TO THE ONE WHO SENT ME!” BUT AFTER SAYING ALL OF THIS TO US, WE SAID, “LORD, YOU HAVE SHOWN US MERCY AND IT IS ON YOUR ACCOUNT THAT WE ARE SAVED. YOU HAVE SHOWN US ALL THESE THINGS; BUT IF IT SHOULD SEEM GOOD TO YOU, WE WOULD LIKE TO ASK YOU A QUESTION.” AND JESUS ANSWERED US, “I REALIZE THAT YOU ARE LISTENING CLOSELY AND THAT YOU LONG TO HEAR, FOR TRULY YOU WILL ALL ENDURE, AND EVEN AS YOU LISTEN TO ME YOUR HEARTS ALL FILL WITH JOY. LOOK, ASK ME ANYTHING YOU’D LIKE TO KNOW. AS LONG AS YOU LISTEN CLOSE TO WHAT I SAY, IT WILL BE MY PLEASURE TO SPEAK WELL WITH YOU. HOW TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU, EVEN AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS AWAKENED ME FROM OUT OF DEATH, SO ALSO WILL YOU RISE UP IN THE FLESH, HE WILL TRANSPORT YOU TO THAT PLACE THAT IS ABOVE THE HEAVENS ABOUT WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN TO YOU FROM THE FIRST, PREPARED FOR YOU BY THE ONE WHO SENT ME HERE. AND THIS IS HOW I WILL BRING TO PASS ALL THAT HAS BEEN ARRANGED FOR YOUR SALVATION--AND IT IS WITH THIS IN MIND THAT I HAVE BROUGHT MERCY TO ITS PERFECTION. FOR BEING UNBEGOTTEN, I WAS BORN OF MANKIND, AND AS ONE WHO WAS WITHOUT FLESH, HAVE I WORN THE FLESH AND GROWN UP IN IT. YOU SEE, I CAME TO REGENERATE YOU WHO WERE BEGOTTEN IN THE FLESH, THAT THROUGH YOUR REGENERATION YOU MIGHT GAIN IN YOUR FLESHLY RESURRECTION AN IMPERISHABLE GARMENT. FOR MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS DELIGHTED IN YOU, AND IN ALL OF THOSE WHO HOPE AND PLACE THEIR FAITH IN HIM. AND I WILL AWAKEN THE HOPE OF THE KINGDOM IN WHOMEVER I PLEASE.” AT THAT POINT WE ALL REMARKED, “HOW GREAT IS THE HOPE THAT YOU INSPIRE, AND THE WAY IN WHICH YOU SPEAK!” AND HE RESPONDED, “DO YOU BELIEVE THAT EVERYTHING I AM TELLING YOU WILL TRULY HAPPEN?” AND WE ANSWERED HIM, “YES LORD, WE DO.” “I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH,” HE SAID, “MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS GIVEN ME 397 COMPLETE AUTHORITY TO DRAW ALL OF THOSE WHO ARE IN DARKNESS INTO THE LIGHT AND ALL OF THOSE WHO ARE IN CORRUPTIBILITY INTO INCORRUPTIBILITY, AND THOSE WHO ARE IN FALSEHOOD INTO RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THOSE WHO ARE IN DEATH INTO LIFE, AND THOSE WHO ARE IN CAPTIVITY INTO FREEDOM. YOU SEE, IT IS POSSIBLE FOR GOD TO DO WHAT MANKIND CANNOT. I AM HOPE FOR THE HOPELESS, A HELPER FOR THE NEEDY, A TREASURE FOR THE IMPOVERISHED, A PHYSICIAN FOR THE ILL, AND THE RESURRECTION FOR THE DEAD.” AND AFTER SAYING THIS TO US, WE ASKED HIM, “LORD, WILL THE FLESH INDEED BE JUDGED WITH THE SOUL AND THE SPIRIT? WILL THE ONE INDEED REST IN HEAVEN WHILE THE OTHER SUFFERS A LIFE OF EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT?” THEN HE ASKED US, “HOW LONG WILL YOU CONTINUE TO PROMPT ME FOR ANSWERS?” “BUT LORD,” WE AGAIN PRODDED HIM, “IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE ASK THESE THINGS OF YOU, SINCE YOU HAVE COMMANDED US TO PREACH, PROPHESY AND TEACH, THAT WE MIGHT THEREFORE BECOME COMPETENT PREACHERS, ABLE TO TEACH THEM IN SUCH A WAY THAT THEY COME TO BELIEVE IN YOU, HAVING LEARNED THE CERTAINTY OF ALL THINGS THROUGH YOU. THIS IS WHY WE ARE ASKING YOU SO MANY QUESTIONS.” AND HE ANSWERED US, “TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU, THE FLESH OF EVERY MAN WILL RISE UP WITH HIS SOUL AND SPIRIT STILL WITHIN.” AND WE ASKED HIM, “LORD, IS IT POSSIBLE FOR WHAT HAS PASSED AWAY AND DISAPPEARED TO LIVE AGAIN (AND) BE MADE WHOLE? NOW WE ARE NOT ASKING THIS BECAUSE WE DOUBT, FOR SUCH IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE WITH YOU, FOR WE BELIEVE ALL THAT YOU ARE SAYING EITHER HAS ALREADY HAPPENED OR WILL SOMEDAY HAPPEN.” “OH YOU LIMITED OF FAITH,” HE RESPONDED IN WRATH, “HOW LONG WILL YOU YET ASK OF ME? EVEN SO, DO NOT BE AFRAID TO ASK ME ABOUT WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW; UNGRUDGINGLY WILL I DISCLOSE IT TO YOU. SIMPLY KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS AND DO AS I SAY TO YOU WITHOUT HESITATION. HOLD NOTHING BACK, AND DO NOT SHOW RESPECT OF PERSONS NOR AVERT YOUR EYES FROM ANYONE, THAT I MIGHT NOT TURN MY FACE FROM YOU. RATHER, SERVE IN A STRAIGHT, DIRECT, AND NARROW WAY. IF YOU SHOULD DO THIS, MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL TAKE GREAT PLEASURE IN YOU ALL.” AGAIN, WE SAID, “LORD, BEHOLD, WE ARE TAKEN WITH DISTRESS. WE KNOW THAT WE ARE ANNOYING YOU WITH SO MANY QUESTIONS.” AT THAT POINT HE ANSWERED US, “I KNOW THAT IN FAITH, WITH (AND) FROM YOUR ENTIRE BEING DO YOU INQUIRE OF ME, AND SO I AM DELIGHTED BY YOU. FOR TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU, THAT BOTH MYSELF AND MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WITHIN ME 398 ARE PLEASED THAT YOU PROD AND QUESTION ME. I REJOICE THAT YOU HAVE THE BOLDNESS TO DO IT, FOR IT TRULY LEADS YOU INTO LIFE.” BUT WE WERE HAPPY TO HEAR HIM ANSWER THIS WAY, FOR HE HAD SPOKEN MEEKLY TO US. WE THEREFORE URGED HIM: “LORD, YOU HAVE SHOWN YOURSELF GRACIOUS TO US IN ALL THINGS; GIVING US LIFE BY ANSWERING ALL THAT WE HAVE PUT TO YOU. WILL YOU AGAIN REVEAL TO US WHATEVER WE MIGHT ASK OF YOU?” THEN HE ASKED US, “IS IT THE SPIRIT OR THE FLESH THAT PASSES AWAY?” “WHAT PERISHES IS THE FLESH,” WE ANSWERED HIM. THEN HE SAID, “WHAT HAS FALLEN WILL RISE AGAIN, WHAT IS LOST WILL BE FOUND, AND WHAT LANGUISHES WILL BOUNCE BACK, THAT IN SO DOING MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] GLORY MIGHT BE REVEALED. AND EVEN AS HE HAS DONE FOR ME, SO ALSO WILL I DO FOR YOU WHO BELIEVE IN ME. FOR INDEED I SAY TO YOU, THE SOUL WILL NOT RISE UP WITHOUT THE FLESH SO THAT ON THAT DAY AN ACCOUNTING MIGHT TAKE PLACE. THIS IS SO THAT THEY MIGHT OWN UP TO THEIR WORKS, BE THEY EITHER GOOD OR BAD, AND FACE THEIR JUDGMENT ACCORDINGLY, THAT A SELECTION AND PRESENTATION OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FAITHFUL AND KEPT THE COMMAND OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT ME MIGHT THUS BE MADE. THEN THE JUDGMENT OF BITTERNESS WILL TAKE PLACE IN ACCORDANCE WITH MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] WILL, WHO SAID TO ME, ‘MY SON, ON JUDGMENT DAY, YOU ARE NOT TO FEAR THE RICH, NOR OUT OF PITY ARE YOU TO SPARE THE POOR. NO, YOU ARE TO DELIVER EACH OF THEM OVER TO ETERNAL PUNISHMENT ACCORDING TO THEIR ACTIONS.’ BUT TO MY BELOVED, THOSE WHO HAVE LOVED ME BACK AND HAVE DONE AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT ME HAS COMMANDED, WILL I GRANT REST AND LIFE IN MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] HEAVENLY KINGDOM. LOOK AND SEE WHAT AUTHORITY HE HAS GIVEN ME. THESE WILL ALSO SEE THE KIND OF POWER THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS GIVEN TO ME, THAT I MIGHT ACHIEVE WHAT I WISH IN THE WAY THAT I DESIRE, THAT I MIGHT GIVE IT TO THOSE IN WHOM I HAVE AWAKENED THIS HOPE, THOSE TO WHOM IT IS MY WILL TO GIVE AND TO PROVIDE IT. AND IT WAS FOR THIS REASON THAT I WENT DOWN TO THE PLACE OF LAZARUS AND SPOKE TO ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, PREACHING THE GOOD NEWS TO THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE PROPHETS, THAT THEY MIGHT RISE UP OUT OF THE KIND OF REPOSE THAT EXISTS BELOW TO THAT WHICH LIES ABOVE IN HEAVEN, AS WITH YOU, EXTENDING TO THEM THE RIGHT HAND OF THE BAPTISM OF LIFE, TOGETHER WITH THE REMISSION OF SINS AND THE DELIVERANCE FROM ALL THAT IS WRONG. AND THUS WILL I OFFER FROM THIS TIME ON TO ALL WHO PLACE THEIR FAITH IN ME. NEVERTHELESS, SHOULD SOMEONE 399 BELIEVE IN ME AND NOT HEED MY COMMANDS, IT WILL PROFIT THEM NOTHING, WHATEVER THEIR VIEW OF ME MIGHT BE. SUCH HAVE RUN THE COURSE IN VAIN, AND THEIR LOT WILL BE ERROR AND DESTRUCTION AND A GREAT AND PAINFUL PUNISHMENT, SINCE THROUGH THEIR WILLFUL DISREGARD THEY HAVE SINNED AGAINST MY COMMAND. BUT TO YOU, AND TO ALL OF THOSE WHO PLACE THEIR TRUST IN ME HAVE I GRANTED TO BECOME THE CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT, (AND) OF LIFE IN GOD, FREE FROM ALL EVIL, AND THE BURDEN OF THE JUDGMENT, (AND) THE POWER OF THE ARCHONS. AND EVERYTHING I HAVE PROMISED YOU, I WILL GIVE TO ALL THESE OTHERS TOO, THAT THEY MIGHT ESCAPE FROM THE PRISON, THE FETTERS (AND) THE SPEARS OF THE ARCHONS--AND ALSO FROM THEIR BLAZING FIRE!” AND AT THAT WE SAID TO HIM, “LORD, YOU HAVE CAUSED US TO REJOICE AND HAVE GIVEN US REST, (AND) LIFE, (AND) <HAVE BOLSTERED> OUR FAITH WITH AMAZING WORKS. FOR IN ALL TRUTH HAVE YOU PREACHED TO OUR FATHERS AND THE PROPHETS, AND EVEN SO DO YOU PREACH TO US AND TO ALL OF MANKIND. WILL YOU NOW TEACH US AS YOU TAUGHT THEM?” THEN HE INFORMED US, “INDEED I SAY TO YOU AND TO ALL WHO HAVE TRUSTED IN ME, AND TO ALL WHO WILL COME TO BELIEVE IN THE ONE WHO SENT ME, THAT I WILL LEAD YOU UP AND INTO HEAVEN, TO THE PLACE WHICH MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS PREPARED FOR THE CHOSEN AND THE MOST CHOSEN, AND THE KINGDOM OF THE ELECT IN THE PROMISED REST, AND I WILL GIVE YOU ENDLESS LIFE. AS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE SINNED AGAINST MY COMMANDMENTS, TEACHING SOMETHING ELSE INSTEAD, ADDING TO AND TAKING FROM THEM, TO INFLATE THEIR OWN GREATNESS, WHO IF AS A RESULT SHOULD ESTRANGE AND DESTROY THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN ME IN TRUTH, WILL I GIVE OVER TO ETERNAL DESTRUCTION.” BUT WE ASKED HIM, “LORD, WILL OTHERS <PUT FORTH A> GRIEVANCE AND BRING ABOUT ANOTHER TEACHING BESIDES THAT WHICH YOU HAVE GIVEN US?” “JUST AS THERE ARE THOSE WHO DO WHAT IS APPROPRIATE AND BEAUTIFUL,” HE ANSWERED US, “SO ALSO MUST THE WICKED COME, THAT BOTH GOOD AND EVIL MIGHT BE MADE KNOWN. THEN A JUST TRIAL WILL TAKE PLACE IN WHICH THESE WILL BE GIVEN OVER TO DESTRUCTION (AND) DEATH, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR WORKS AND DEEDS.” AND AGAIN WE SAID TO HIM, “LORD, HOW JOYFUL WE ARE TO LOOK ON YOU AND HEAR YOU SPEAK SUCH WORDS TO US, FOR OUR EYES HAVE SEEN ALL THE WONDERS THAT YOU HAVE WORKED.” AND HE ANSWERED US, “HOW MUCH MORE JOYFUL ARE THEY WHO HAVE NOT SEEN AND HAVE YET BELIEVED, FOR THEY WILL BE CALLED THE CHILDREN OF THE KINGDOM. THEY ARE 400 TO BE MADE PERFECT WITHIN THE PERFECT ONE, AND IN MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] KINGDOM I WILL BE THEIR LIFE FOREVERMORE.” ONCE AGAIN, WE QUESTIONED HIM, “LORD, <SEEING> THAT YOU ARE GOING TO LEAVE US, HOW WILL ANYONE EVER COME TO BELIEVE US, IN LIGHT OF THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE INFORMED US, ‘A DAY AND AN HOUR IS COMING WHEN I WILL RISE UP TO MY FATHER [STEPHEN]’?” HE ANSWERED US, “GO AND PREACH TO THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL, AND TO THE ISRAELITES AMONG THE GENTILES, FROM NORTH TO SOUTH (AND) FROM SOUTH TO NORTH; FROM THE SUNRISE IN THE EAST TO THE SUNSET IN THE WEST. MANY WILL BELIEVE IN ME, THE SON OF GOD.” BUT WE ASKED HIM, “LORD, WHO WILL BELIEVE THE THINGS WE SAY? WHO WILL EVEN GIVE US A HEARING? HOW ARE WE TO PERFORM OR TEACH OR RECOUNT THE SIGNS, WONDERS, AND POWERFUL WORKS THAT YOU HAVE DONE?” HE ANSWERED, “SIMPLY GO AND PREACH TO THEM, AND TEACH EVERYONE ABOUT MY RETURN, IN THE LIGHT OF MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] MERCY. I WILL WORK THROUGH YOU EVEN AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS WORKED THROUGH ME, SINCE I WILL BE THERE AT YOUR SIDE. I WILL SEND MY PEACE TO YOU; MY SPIRIT AND MY POWER, TOO. FROM MY VERY POWER AND SPIRIT WILL I ENABLE YOU TO PROPHESY TO THEM UNTO ETERNAL LIFE. THAT IS HOW IT WILL BE WITH YOU--AND THEY WILL BELIEVE YOU! INDEED, TO THESE ALSO WILL THIS POWER BE GIVEN AND PASSED ALONG, THAT THEY MIGHT TEACH IT TO THE GENTILES IN TURN.” MARY ASKS JESUS ABOUT THE NATURE OF HIS FOLLOWERS (GTH 21) MARY ASKED JESUS, “WHOM DO YOUR FOLLOWERS RESEMBLE?” “THEY ARE LIKE LITTLE CHILDREN WHO ARE LIVING ON SOMEONE ELSE’S LAND,” HE ANSWERED HER. “WHEN THE LANDLORDS COME AROUND, THEY WILL SAY, ‘GIVE US BACK OUR ESTATE.’ AND THESE WILL ALL STRIP NAKED IN THEIR PRESENCE, THAT THEY MIGHT GIVE THEM BACK THEIR FIELD. SO THIS IS HOW I SPEAK OF IT: SHOULD THE HOMEOWNER REALIZE THAT THE THIEF IS COMING, HE WILL KEEP WATCH BEFORE HE COMES TO STEAL HIS THINGS, AND NOT ALLOW HIM TO TUNNEL INTO HIS HOUSE, WHICH IS HIS KINGDOM. YOU, HOWEVER, MUST STAND GUARD FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. READY YOURSELVES IN GREATNESS OF STRENGTH, THAT THE THIEVES MIGHT NOT FIND THEIR WAY TO YOU; FOR THEY WILL FALL UPON THE POWER THAT YOU LOOK TO FOR HELP. LET THERE BE IN YOUR MIDST A MAN WHO UNDERSTANDS. WHEN THE FRUIT BURST FORTH, HE CAME 401 QUICKLY, SICKLE IN HAND, AND REAPED IT. WHOEVER HAS EARS THAT HEAR, LET HIM HEAR.” PETER’S OBJECTION TO MARY (GTH 114) JERUSALEM? SIMON PETER SAID TO THEM, “HAVE MARY DEPART FROM US, FOR WOMEN DO NOT QUALIFY FOR THIS LIFE.” “BEHOLD,” JESUS ANSWERED HIM, “I WILL GUIDE HER MYSELF, MAKING HER A ‘MALE’ LIKE YOU, SO THAT SHE MIGHT ALSO COME ALIVE IN SPIRIT. INDEED, ANY WOMAN WHO MAKES HERSELF MALE WILL ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.” THE GOSPEL OF MARY (GMARY, GPH 28, 48B) JERUSALEM? {SIX PAGES ARE MISSING FROM THE MANUSCRIPT.} <ONE OF THE DISCIPLES ASKED THE SAVIOR,> “WILL MATTER BE DESTROYED OR NOT?” “EVERY NATURE,” REPLIED THE SAVIOR, “EVERY FORMATION, AND EVERY CREATURE EXISTS WITHIN AND AMONG ONE ANOTHER. EACH WILL, IN TURN, BE RESOLVED AGAIN INTO ITS OWN ROOT, FOR INTO ITS ORIGINAL ROOT DOES THE ESSENCE OF ALL MATTER RETURN. WHOEVER HAS EARS TO HEAR, HAD BETTER HEAR!” PETER SAID, “SINCE YOU HAVE BEEN REVEALING ALL THINGS TO US, DESCRIBE TO US ALSO THE SIN OF THE WORLD.” “THE ‘SIN’ DOES NOT LIE IN THIS WORLD,” THE SAVIOR REPLIED. “IT IS YOU WHO BRING SIN ABOUT THROUGH YOUR PURSUIT OF THE ADULTEROUS NATURE, AND THIS CREATES THE PERCEPTION OF SIN. IT WAS TO RESTORE EVERY ESSENCE OF EVERY NATURE TO ITS PROPER ROOT THAT THE GOOD CAME DOWN TO BE WITH YOU.” “THIS IS WHY SICKNESS AND DEATH REMAIN WITH YOU,” HE CONTINUED, “FOR YOU GIVE YOURSELVES OVER TO THE THING THAT MISLEADS YOU. WHOEVER HAS A MIND THAT CAN GRASP THIS, LET HIM UNDERSTAND. MATTER BROUGHT PASSION INTO EXISTENCE, AND THIS PASSION HAD NO COUNTERPART SINCE IT CAME INTO BEING AGAINST NATURE. THEN A DISTURBANCE AROSE IN THE ENTIRE BODY, WHICH WAS WHY I TOLD YOU TO BE OF GOOD CHEER, AND NOT TO CONFORM YOURSELVES TO THIS FLESH, BUT TO THAT OTHER IMAGE OF NATURE INSTEAD. WHOEVER HAS EARS THAT HEAR, LET HIM HEAR.” 402 AFTER SAYING ALL THESE THINGS, THE BLESSED ONE SAID TO THEM ALL, “PEACE TO YOU! MAKE A PLACE WITHIN YOU FOR MY PEACE. BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR ANYONE WHO LEADS YOU ASTRAY BY SAYING, ‘LOOK, OVER HERE!’ OR, ‘LOOK, OVER THERE!’ FOR THE SON OF MAN LIES WITHIN YOURSELVES, SO YOU MUST SEEK AFTER HIM. THOSE WHO SEARCH FOR HIM WILL DISCOVER HIM. NOW GO OUT AND PREACH THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM! AND DO NOT BE LIKE THE LAWGIVER, LAYING DOWN RULES BEYOND THOSE THAT I HAVE GIVEN YOU, OR ELSE THEY WILL COME TO DOMINATE YOU.” AND AFTER SPEAKING THESE WORDS, HE LEFT THEIR PRESENCE. BUT ALL OF THEM WERE DEEPLY SADDENED, AND THROUGH THEIR TEARS THEY ASKED, “HOW ARE WE SUPPOSED TO GO OUT TO THE GENTILES AND PREACH THE KINGDOM OF THE SON OF MAN? HOW EVER WILL WE ESCAPE WHEN THEY DID NOT EVEN SPARE HIM?” THEN MARY, STANDING UP AND ADDRESSING THEM ALL, SAID TO HER BROTHERS, “WEEP NOT! DO NOT BE SAD OR LOSE RESOLVE, FOR HIS GRACE WILL ALWAYS BE WITH YOU, PROTECTING YOU AT ALL TIMES. LET US INSTEAD GIVE PRAISE TO HIS GREATNESS, FOR HE HAS READIED US ALL AND PUT US IN TOUCH WITH OUR TRUE HUMANITY.” AND AFTER SHE HAD SPOKEN THIS, SHE TURNED THEIR THOUGHTS TOWARD THE GOOD, AND THEY STARTED DISCUSSING THE WORDS OF THE SAVIOR. (NOW THERE WERE THREE MARYS WHO WALKED WITH JESUS: HIS MOTHER, HIS SISTER, AND MARY MAGDALENE, WHO WAS CALLED HIS COMPANION. HIS SISTER, HIS MOTHER, AND HIS COMPANION WERE ALL CALLED “MARY.” BUT MARY MAGDALENE <WAS HIS> COMPANION, AND <HE LOVED> HER MORE THAN ANY OF THE DISCIPLES, AND HE WOULD OFTEN KISS HER <ON THE MOUTH.> <THIS WOULD OFFEND> THE OTHER DISCIPLES, <AND THEY USED TO OPENLY DISAPPROVE.> “WHY,” THEY WOULD ASK, “DO YOU LOVE HER MORE THAN THE REST OF US?” THE SAVIOR ANSWERED THEM, “WHY IS MY LOVE FOR YOU NOT LIKE MY LOVE FOR HER?” IF A BLIND MAN SHOULD STAND IN DARKNESS ALONGSIDE SOMEONE WHO CAN SEE, WHAT DIFFERENCE IS THERE BETWEEN THE TWO. BUT WHEN AT LAST THE LIGHT BREAKS FORTH, THE ONE WITH SIGHT WILL SEE THE LIGHT, BUT THE BLIND ONE WILL REMAIN IN DARKNESS.”) “SISTER,” PETER QUESTIONED MARY, “WE KNOW HOW THE SAVIOR FAVORED YOU ABOVE ALL OTHER WOMEN. TELL US WHAT YOU KNOW AND RECALL OF THE WORDS THAT THE SAVIOR SPOKE TO YOU; THINGS THAT WE HAVE NOT YET KNOWN, NOR HAVE WE SO MUCH AS HEARD BEFORE.” “I WILL REVEAL TO YOU ALL THAT IS 403 HIDDEN FROM YOU,” ANSWERED MARY. AND SHE THUS BEGAN TO SPEAK TO THEM: “I WAS GIVEN A VISION OF THE LORD. AND I SAID TO HIM, ‘LORD, THIS VERY DAY HAVE I SEEN YOU IN A VISION!’ ‘HOW BLESSED YOU ARE FOR NOT WAVERING AT THE SIGHT OF ME,’ HE ANSWERED HER, ‘FOR THE TREASURE IS IN THE SAME PLACE AS IS THE MIND.’ ‘LORD,’ I ASKED, ‘IS IT THROUGH THE SOUL OR THE SPIRIT THAT THE ONE WHO SEES A VISION EXPERIENCES IT?’ ‘IT IS THROUGH NEITHER THE SOUL NOR THE SPIRIT THAT HE COMES TO SEE,’ THE LORD REPLIED. ‘IT IS THROUGH THE MIND INSTEAD, WHICH EXISTS BETWEEN THESE TWO THAT THE VISION IS EXPERIENCED. AND IT IS <THROUGH THE MIND THAT THE SOUL AND THE SPIRIT COME TOGETHER.’” (AND MARY CONTINUED TO RELATE THE HIDDEN THINGS OF THE LORD TO THEM.)> {FOUR PAGES ARE MISSING FROM THE MANUSCRIPT.} <(THEN SHE RELATED A VISION OF THE SOUL’S PASSAGE TO THEM.) “AFTER MEETING UP WITH AND OVERCOMING THE FIRST POWER, WHICH IS CALLED DARKNESS, THE SOUL APPROACHED THE SECOND POWER, WHICH IS CALLED DESIRE, AND SPOKE WITH> IT. AND DESIRE SAID, ‘I NEVER SAW YOU GOING DOWN, YET NOW I SEE YOU GOING UP. WHY ARE YOU LYING TO ME? YOU THEREFORE, BELONG TO ME!’ BUT THE SOUL RESPONDED, ‘YOU NEITHER SAW, NOR RECOGNIZED ME, BUT I SAW YOU! YOU HAVE CONFUSED MY TRUE SELF WITH THE CLOTHING THAT I WORE. YOU NEVER SAW ME FOR WHO I WAS.’ THE SOUL, AFTER SAYING THESE THINGS, WENT AWAY REJOICING. “THEN IT CAME TO THE THIRD POWER, WHICH IS CALLED IGNORANCE. AFTER CLOSELY EXAMINING THE SOUL, IT DEMANDED, ‘WHERE DO YOU THINK THAT YOU ARE GOING? YOU ARE CAUGHT UP IN FORNICATION! YOU DARE NOT PASS JUDGMENT, THEREFORE, BECAUSE YOU ARE BOUND UP IN IT!’ AND THE SOUL RESPONDED, ‘HOW CAN YOU JUDGE ME WHEN I HAVE NOT MYSELF PASSED JUDGMENT? I HAVE INDEED BEEN BOUND UP, BUT I HAVE NOT BOUND UP OTHER PEOPLE. NO ONE EVER RECOGNIZED ME. EVEN SO, I HAVE RECOGNIZED THE DISSOLUTION OF ALL THINGS, BOTH OF HEAVEN AND OF EARTH.’ “AFTER OVERCOMING THE THIRD POWER, IT WENT ON UP TO AND BEHELD THE FOURTH, WHICH WAS SEVENFOLD IN ITS APPEARANCE. THE FIRST FORM BEING DARKNESS, THE SECOND, DESIRE, THE THIRD, IGNORANCE, THE FOURTH, THE IMPULSE TOWARD DEATH, THE FIFTH, THE EMPIRE OF THE FLESH, THE SIXTH, FOOLISH FLESHLY LOGIC, AND THE SEVENTH IS THE WISDOM OF WRATH. THESE ARE THE SEVEN WRATHFUL POWERS. THEY POSED THESE QUESTIONS TO THE 404 SOUL: ‘WHERE HAVE YOU COME FROM, YOU SLAYER OF MEN?’ AND ‘WHERE ARE YOU HEADED, YOU CONQUEROR OF SPACE?’ ‘WHAT HAD ME BOUND UP HAS BEEN VANQUISHED,’ THE SOUL REPLIED, ‘AND WHAT HAD ME HEDGED ABOUT HAS BEEN UNDONE. DESIRE HAS LOST ITS GRIP ON ME, AND MY IGNORANCE HAS DIED. I WAS RELEASED FROM THIS WORLD AS AN ETERNAL ONE, AND AS A TYPE FROM THE TYPE HAVE I BEEN FREED FROM THE FLEETING FETTERS OF OBLIVION. FROM THIS TIME AND FOREVERMORE, THROUGHOUT THE SEASON AND THE FULLNESS OF THE AGE, I WILL REST IN SILENCE.’” AND AFTER SAYING ALL THIS, MARY FELL SILENT, FOR IT WAS UP TO THIS POINT THAT THE SAVIOR HAD SPOKEN TO HER. BUT ANDREW COMPLAINED TO THE BROTHERS, SAYING, “YOU CAN SAY WHAT YOU LIKE ABOUT THE THINGS SHE JUST SAID, BUT I FOR ONE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE SAVIOR SAID ALL THAT. COME ON, WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE? FOR THESE THINGS SEEM VASTLY DIFFERENT FROM HIS THINKING, (AND) THESE TEACHINGS CERTAINLY CONTAIN SOME STRANGE IDEAS!” AND PETER SECONDED, SPEAKING OUT AGAINST THESE THINGS. HE ASKED THEM ALL WITH REGARD TO THE SAVIOR, “HAS HE REALLY DISCLOSED ALL OF THESE THINGS SECRETLY TO A WOMAN WITHOUT SPEAKING THEM OPENLY TO US? ARE WE SUPPOSED TO TURN AROUND AND START LISTENING TO THE LIKES OF HER? DOES HE HONESTLY PREFER HER TO US?” AND THROUGH HER TEARS, MARY QUESTIONED PETER, “WHAT ARE YOU THINKING, BROTHER PETER? DO YOU IMAGINE THAT I HAVE CONJURED ALL OF THIS UP OUT OF MY OWN HEART, OR THAT I AM TELLING LIES ABOUT THE SAVIOR?” LEVI CUT IN, SAYING TO PETER, “PETER, YOU HAVE ALWAYS BEEN HOTTEMPERED; EVER INCLINING TOWARD ANGER AND CONSTANTLY GIVING WAY TO IT. AND EVEN NOW THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT YOU ARE DOING, QUESTIONING HER AS THOUGH YOU WERE HER ENEMY. ARE YOU NOW GOING TO ATTACK THIS WOMAN AS IF SHE WERE ONE OF THE ADVERSARIES? IF THE SAVIOR THOUGHT HER TO BE WORTHY, THEN WHO ARE YOU TO DISMISS HER? FOR HE KNEW HER FULLY AND LOVED HER DEVOTEDLY, AND IT IS BECAUSE THE SAVIOR KNOWS HER SO WELL THAT HE LOVES HER MORE THAN HE DOES US. LET US THEREFORE BE ASHAMED AND CLOTHE OURSELVES IN OUR IDEAL HUMANITY. LET US ALL BE ON OUR WAY AND PREACH THE GOSPEL AS THE SAVIOR HAS COMMANDED, NOT LAYING DOWN ANY RULES OR LAWS BEYOND THOSE WHICH HE LAID DOWN FOR US.” AND AFTER HEARING THIS, THEY WENT AND STARTED TO PUBLISH AND TO PREACH. 405 APPEARANCE AT THE LAKE OF TIBERIAS (JOHN 20:30-21:25) LAKE OF TIBERIAS (SEA OF GALILEE) NOW AFTER THESE THINGS JESUS AGAIN REVEALED HIMSELF TO HIS DISCIPLES AT THE LAKE OF TIBERIAS. SIMON PETER, THOMAS, WHO IS ALSO KNOWN AS DIDYMUS, NATHANAEL OF CANA IN GALILEE, THE TWO SONS OF ZEBEDEE, AND TWO OTHER DISCIPLES WERE WITH THEM AS WELL. SIMON PETER SAID TO THEM, “I AM GOING OUT TO FISH.” AND THEY ANSWERED HIM, “THEN WE WILL GO ALONG WITH YOU.” AND RIGHT AWAY THEY WENT TO THE BOAT AND CLIMBED ABOARD, AND THEY CAUGHT NOTHING ALL THAT NIGHT. NOW AS MORNING WAS APPROACHING, JESUS STOOD THERE ON THE SHORE, BUT NONE OF THE FOLLOWERS RECOGNIZED HIM AS SUCH. THEN HE ASKED THEM, “CHILDREN, HAVE YOU GOT ANYTHING TO EAT?” “NO, WE DON’T” THEY ANSWERED HIM. JESUS THEREFORE SAID TO [THEM], “CAST YOUR NET OVER THE RIGHT-HAND SIDE AND YOU WILL FIND SOMETHING.” NOW THEIR CATCH OF FISH WAS SO ENORMOUS, THAT THEY LACKED THE STRENGTH TO HAUL IT IN. THEN THE BELOVED DISCIPLE OF JESUS SAID TO PETER, “IT IS THE LORD!” NOW SIMON PETER WAS NOT WEARING ANYTHING, SO WHEN HE HEARD THAT IT WAS THE LORD, HE PUT ON HIS SHIRT AND JUMPED RIGHT IN. AND SINCE THEY WERE NOT FAR FROM THE SHORE, ONLY ABOUT TWO HUNDRED CUBITS AWAY, THE OTHER DISCIPLES CAME ASHORE INSIDE THE TINY VESSEL, DRAGGING THE NET THAT WAS FULL OF FISH. AND AS THEY DISEMBARKED UPON THE LAND, THEY SAW A COAL FIRE THERE, AND A SINGLE FISH THEREON, AND A LOAF OF BREAD AS WELL. AND JESUS SAID TO THEM, “NOW BRING THE FISH THAT YOU HAVE CAUGHT.” SIMON PETER WENT OVER AND DRAGGED ASHORE THE NET THAT WAS LADEN WITH FISH. NOW THERE WERE ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY THREE OF THEM, AND THESE FISH WERE VERY LARGE. AND DESPITE THE GREATNESS OF THE HAUL, THE NET NEVER TORE. THEN JESUS SAID TO THEM, “COME NOW, AND LET US EAT SOME BREAKFAST!” AND KNOWING HIM TO BE THE LORD, NONE OF HIS FOLLOWERS DARED TO ASK HIM WHO HE WAS. THEN JESUS TOOK AND GAVE THEM BREAD. AND HE DID THE SAME WITH THE FISH AS WELL. NOW THIS WAS ALREADY THE THIRD TIME AFTER HIS RESURRECTION THAT HE HAD SHOWN HIMSELF TO HIS DISCIPLES. AND WHEN THEY HAD FINISHED THEIR MORNING MEAL, JESUS QUESTIONED SIMON PETER, “SIMON, SON OF JOHN, DO YOU LOVE ME MORE THAN THESE?” “LORD,” HE ANSWERED, “OF COURSE I DO. YOU KNOW HOW I LOVE YOU!” AND 406 HE RESPONDED, “FEED MY LAMBS.” AND A SECOND TIME HE QUESTIONED HIM, “SIMON, SON OF JOHN, DO YOU LOVE ME?” HE REPLIED, “YES LORD, YOU KNOW THAT I LOVE YOU.” AND HE BID HIM, “TEND MY SHEEP.” YET A THIRD TIME HE ASKED HIM, “SIMON, SON OF JOHN, DO YOU LOVE ME?” NOW PETER WAS SADDENED THAT HE ASKED HIM A THIRD TIME, “DO YOU LOVE ME?” AND HE RESPONDED, “LORD, YOU KNOW ALL THINGS. YOU KNOW THAT I LOVE YOU.” AND JESUS SAID, “FEED MY SHEEP. I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH, WHEN YOU WERE YOUNG, YOU CLOTHED YOURSELF AND WALKED WHERE YOU PLEASED. BUT AFTER YOU HAVE GROWN OLD, YOU WILL STRETCH YOUR HANDS OUT TOWARD ANOTHER, WHO WILL DRESS YOU UP AND CARRY YOU WHERE YOU DID NOT WISH TO GO.” (THIS HE SAID TO INDICATE THE MANNER OF DEATH BY WHICH HE WOULD GLORIFY GOD.) AFTER SAYING THIS TO HIM, JESUS SAID, “FOLLOW ME!” PETER TURNED AROUND AND SAW THE BELOVED DISCIPLE OF JESUS FOLLOWING THEM; THE ONE WHO LEANED AGAINST HIS BREAST DURING THE SUPPER AND ASKED, ‘WHO IS YOUR BETRAYER, LORD?’ AND WHEN PETER SAW HIM THERE, HE ASKED JESUS, “LORD, WHAT ABOUT THIS MAN?” AND JESUS REPLIED, “IF IT IS MY WILL THAT HE SHOULD STAY UNTIL I COME, WHY SHOULD THAT BE YOUR CONCERN? YOU MUST FOLLOW AFTER ME!” THE BROTHERS TOOK THIS TO MEAN THAT THIS DISCIPLE WOULD NEVER DIE. BUT JESUS NEVER SAID THAT HE WOULD NOT DIE, ONLY “IF IT IS MY WILL THAT HE SHOULD STAY UNTIL I COME, WHAT IS THAT TO YOU?” AND THAT DISCIPLE IS THE ONE WHO WROTE THIS DOWN. WE ARE CERTAIN THAT HIS IS A RELIABLE WITNESS. THERE ARE ALSO MANY OTHER THINGS THAT JESUS DID. IF THESE WERE TO BE WRITTEN ONE BY ONE, I SUPPOSE THAT EVEN THE WORLD ITSELF WOULD NOT BE LARGE ENOUGH TO HOUSE THE SCROLLS NEEDED TO CONTAIN THEM ALL. EVEN THOUGH JESUS PERFORMED MANY SIGNS AND WONDERS BEFORE HIS FOLLOWERS WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN WRITTEN ON THIS SCROLL, THESE THINGS HAVE NONETHELESS BEEN WRITTEN DOWN SO THAT YOU MIGHT COME TO BELIEVE, (AND) CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS THE MESSIAH, THE SON OF GOD, AND THAT THROUGH YOUR FAITH, YOU MIGHT COME TO HAVE LIFE IN HIS NAME. AMEN. THE GREAT COMMISSION (MATT 28:16-20; MARK 16:15-18) THE MOUNTAIN IN GALILEE WHERE JESUS DESIGNATED THE APOSTLES THE ELEVEN DISCIPLES THEN WENT AWAY TO THE MOUNTAIN IN GALILEE 407 WHERE JESUS HAD APPOINTED THEM. AND WHEN HIS FOLLOWERS SAW HIM THERE, THEY WORSHIPED HIM, BUT EVEN SO, SOME OF THEM CONTINUED TO DOUBT. AND JESUS CAME TO THEM SAYING, “ALL AUTHORITY IN HEAVEN AND EARTH HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ME. GO OUT INTO EVERY CORNER OF THE EARTH AND PREACH THE GOSPEL TO ALL CREATION, AND BAPTIZE THOSE OF EVERY NATION, TEACHING THEM ALL ABOUT THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE SON [JESUS], AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN]. TEACH THEM TO ABIDE BY ALL THAT I HAVE GIVEN YOU. WHOEVER BELIEVES AND IS BAPTIZED WILL BE SAVED, BUT WHOEVER DOES NOT BELIEVE WILL BE CONDEMNED. AND THESE ARE THE SIGNS THAT WILL FOLLOW FOR THE BELIEVERS: THEY WILL CAST OUT DEMONS IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND SPEAK HITHERTO UNSPOKEN TONGUES. THEY WILL HANDLE VENOMOUS REPTILES; AND IF THEY SHOULD DRINK ANY POISON, IT WILL IN NO WAY HARM THEM. THEY WILL LAY THEIR HANDS UPON THE ILL, AND THEY WILL RECOVER. AND BEHOLD, I WILL BE WITH YOU UNTIL THE END OF THE AGE. AMEN.” THE FORTY DAY INTERIM (LUKE 24:44-49; ACTS 1:3-5; 1COR 15:6,7; GTH 12) VARIOUS PLACES? HE WAS AFTERWARD SEEN BY ABOUT FIVE HUNDRED WITNESSES. (NOW SOME OF THESE HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP, BUT MOST ARE ALIVE UNTIL THIS DAY.) THEN HE APPEARED TO ALL OF THE DISCIPLES AT ONCE. MANY AND UNFAILING WERE THE PROOFS BY WHICH HE SHOWED HIMSELF ALIVE TO THE APOSTLES WHOM HE HAD SELECTED. HE WAS SEEN BY THEM FOR FORTY DAYS AFTER HIS PASSION, AND HE SPOKE TO THEM ABOUT GOD’S KINGDOM. AND WHEN HE WAS ASSEMBLED WITH THEM, HE INSTRUCTED THEM NOT TO LEAVE JERUSALEM, BUT TO “WAIT FOR THE PROMISE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], ABOUT WHICH YOU HAVE HEARD ME SPEAK. FOR TRULY JOHN BAPTIZED WITH WATER, BUT NOT MANY DAYS FROM NOW, YOU WILL BE BAPTIZED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.” AND HE SAID TO THEM, “THESE ARE THE WORDS THAT I SPOKE WHILE I WAS YET WITH YOU: ‘ALL THAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN IN THE LAW OF MOSES, AND THE PROPHETS, AND THE PSALMS, HAS TO BE FULFILLED IN ME.’” THEN HE OPENED THEIR HEARTS TO THE SCRIPTURES AND EXPLAINED, “IT WAS ALONG THESE LINES THAT THEY WERE WRITTEN, SO IT WAS FITTING FOR THE CHRIST TO SUFFER THIS WAY AND TO RISE FROM THE DEAD ON THE THIRD DAY, AND THAT FROM JERUSALEM EVEN UNTO ALL THE NATIONS, A CHANGE OF HEART AND THE REMISSION OF SINS MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED IN HIS NAME. YOU ARE 408 WITNESSES TO THESE THINGS. NOW LISTEN! I WILL BE SENDING YOU WHAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS PROMISED TO GIVE TO YOU, BUT YOU ARE TO REMAIN IN JERUSALEM UNTIL YOU ARE CLOTHED WITH POWER FROM ON HIGH.” THE DISCIPLES SAID TO JESUS, “WE REALIZE THAT YOU ARE GOING TO LEAVE US AND THAT WE CANNOT HOLD YOU BACK. WHO, THEREFORE, WILL RISE UP AND RULE OVER US?” AND JESUS ANSWERED THEM, “WHEN YOU GET TO THAT PLACE, YOU MUST GO TO JAMES THE JUST, FOR WHOM HEAVEN AND EARTH HAVE COME INTO BEING.” JESUS TEACHES ABOUT PAUL (EPAP 31-33) JERUSALEM? MOUNT OF OLIVES? “NOW BEHOLD, YOU WILL MEET UP WITH A MAN NAMED SAUL, WHICH WILL AFTERWARD BE CHANGED TO ‘PAUL.’ HE IS A JEW, CIRCUMCISED AS THE LAW DIRECTS. WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING WILL HE HEAR MY VOICE FROM OUT OF HEAVEN, AND HIS EYES WILL BE MADE DARK. NOW DO FOR HIM AS I DID FOR YOU; MAKE A CROSS OF SPITTLE UPON HIM WITH YOUR HANDS. AND AS SOON AS YOU DELIVER HIM OVER TO OTHERS, THIS MAN’S EYES WILL BE OPENED UP. THEN HE WILL BE FOR THE PRAISE OF GOD, MY HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN]. HE WILL BECOME MIGHTY AMONG THE GENTILES; AND MANY, WHEN THEY HEAR THE WAY THAT HE PREACHES AND INSTRUCTS, WILL DELIGHT AND BE SAVED. THEN HE WILL BE DESPISED AND DELIVERED INTO THE HAND OF HIS ENEMY. HE WILL TESTIFY BEFORE MORTAL AND PERISHABLE RULERS. AND ON HIM WILL COME THE COMPLETION OF MY TESTIMONY, FOR BECAUSE HE STARTED OUT BY PERSECUTING AND DESPISING ME, HE WILL BE CONVERTED TO ME AND THEREBY WILL HE PREACH AND TEACH. HE IS TO BE AMONG MY ELECT, A CHOSEN VESSEL AND A WALL THAT DOES NOT FAIL. THE LAST OF THE LAST WILL THEN GO OUT AND PREACH TO THE GENTILES ACCORDING TO THE PERFECT WILL OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN].” AND HE SPOKE THIS TO THEM IN NO UNCERTAIN TERMS: “EVEN AS YOU HAVE COME TO LEARN FROM THE SCRIPTURES THAT YOUR ANCESTORS THE PROPHETS SPOKE OF ME, AND WHICH ARE FULFILLED IN ME, SO ALSO WILL YOU BE THEIR LEADERS. AND EVEN AS IT BEFITS YOU, EVERY WORD THAT I HAVE SPOKEN TO YOU AND ALL THAT YOU HAVE WRITTEN OF ME--HOW I AM THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] WORD AND HOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS WITHIN ME--THAT YOU MUST ALSO BE TO THAT MAN. TEACH HIM, HAVING HIM CALL TO MIND WHAT THE SCRIPTURES HAVE SAID, AND HOW THEY ARE FULFILLED IN ME. THEN HE WILL BE FOR THE DELIVERANCE OF THE 409 GENTILES.” AND WE ASKED HIM, “MASTER, DO WE SHARE THE SAME HOPE OF INHERITANCE WITH THEM?” AND HE RESPONDED, “ARE THE FINGERS ON THE HAND ALIKE? ARE THE EARS OF CORN IN THE FIELD ALIKE? DO THE FRUIT TREES ALL BRING FORTH THE SAME FRUIT? DO THEY NOT ALL PRODUCE ACCORDING TO THEIR NATURES?” AND WE ASKED HIM, “LORD, ARE YOU SPEAKING TO US AGAIN IN PARABLES?” “DO NOT FEEL BAD,” HE ANSWERED US. “FOR TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU THAT YOU ARE MY FRIENDS AND BROTHERS IN THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN], AND HE IS PLEASED WITH THIS ARRANGEMENT. MOST ASSUREDLY I SAY TO YOU THAT I WILL ALSO OFFER THIS HOPE TO ALL WHO WILL COME TO BELIEVE THROUGH YOUR TEACHING.” AND ONCE AGAIN WE QUESTIONED HIM, “LORD, WHEN WILL WE COME TO MEET THAT MAN, AND WHEN WILL WE GO TO YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN], OUR LORD AND GOD?” AND HE ANSWERED US, “THAT MAN WILL GO FORTH FROM THE LAND OF CILICIA TO DAMASCUS IN SYRIA IN ORDER TO TEAR APART THE CHURCH, WHICH YOU MUST YOURSELVES ESTABLISH. AT THAT TIME, I WILL SPEAK THROUGH YOU, AND HE WILL QUICKLY COME AROUND. THIS MAN’S FAITH WILL INDEED BE STRONG, THAT HE MIGHT FULFILL THE WORD OF THE PROPHET THAT SAYS, ‘BEHOLD, OUT OF THE LAND OF SYRIA I WILL BEGIN THE CALL OF A NEW JERUSALEM, AND I WILL SUBDUE AND CAPTURE ZION,’ AND ‘THE ONE WHO IS WITHOUT CHILDREN AND BARREN WILL BEAR FRUIT AND BE CALLED “DAUGHTER” BY MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. I, HOWEVER, WILL CALL HER MY BRIDE.’ THEN I WILL TURN THAT MAN ASIDE, THAT HE MIGHT NEVER REACH THAT PLACE AND CARRY OUT HIS EVIL PLANS, AND THROUGH HIM WILL MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] GLORY BE COMPLETED. BEHOLD, I WILL SPEAK TO HIM FROM OUT OF HEAVEN AFTER I HAVE GONE TO BE WITH MY FATHER [STEPHEN], AND IT WILL BE TO HIM AS I HAVE SPOKEN IT TO YOU.” INTRODUCTION TO THE APOCALYPSE OF PETER (APPT 1A) MOUNT OF OLIVES, BETHANY, OUTSIDE OF JERUSALEM {THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, WHICH CHRIST REVEALED TO PETER. (IT WAS FOR NOT KEEPING THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD THEIR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT THEY ALL PERISHED IN THEIR SINS.) AND PETER PONDERED IT CAREFULLY, THAT HE MIGHT UNLOCK THE MYSTERY BOUND UP IN THE SON OF THE MERCIFUL GOD, WHO DELIGHTS IN MERCY.} 410 HIS DISCIPLES ASK IF THE TIME OF HIS COMING IS AT HAND (LUKE 24:50A; ACTS 1:6-8; APPT 1B; EPAP 34A) MOUNT OF OLIVES THEN HE TOOK THEM OUT AS FAR AS BETHANY, AND AS HE SAT UPON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES HIS DISCIPLES ALL CAME UP TO HIM. SO, WHEN THEY WERE ONCE AGAIN TOGETHER THERE, THEY ASKED HIM, “LORD, ARE YOU GOING TO RESTORE THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL AT THIS TIME?” AND HE RESPONDED, “TO YOU IT HAS NOT BEEN GRANTED TO KNOW THE TIMES OR THE SEASONS, WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS FIXED ACCORDING TO HIS OWN AUTHORITY. BUT YOU WILL BE GIVEN POWER AFTER THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS COME TO YOU, AND YOU WILL BE MY WITNESSES IN JERUSALEM AND JUDEA, AND FROM SAMARIA TO THE FARTHEST REACHES OF THE EARTH.” AND ONCE AGAIN WE SAID TO HIM, “LORD, HOW PROFOUND ARE THE THINGS YOU HAVE DISCLOSED AND PREACHED. YOU HAVE MADE THINGS KNOWN TO US THAT HAVE NEVER YET BEEN SPOKEN, AND YOU HAVE COMFORTED US AND SHOWN YOURSELF GRACIOUS TO US IN ALL REGARDS. FOR YOU HAVE SHOWN US ALL THESE THINGS AFTER YOUR RESURRECTION SO THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE SALVATION. EVEN SO, YOU ONLY REVEALED TO US THAT SIGNS AND WONDERS WOULD TAKE PLACE IN THE HEAVENS AND ON THE EARTH. TEACH US ENOUGH ABOUT THEM TO RECOGNIZE THEM.” AND EACH OF US BEGGED AND PLEADED WITH HIM, SAYING, “REVEAL TO US THE SIGNS OF YOUR RETURN, ALONG WITH THOSE OF THE END OF THE WORLD, SO THAT WE MIGHT KNOW WHEN IT WILL COME AND THEREBY MAKE A RECORD OF IT, FOR WE MUST TEACH IT TO THOSE WHO ARE COMING AFTER US--THOSE TO WHOM WE ARE TO PREACH THE WORD OF YOUR GOSPEL, AND WHOM WE ARE TO INSTALL IN YOUR CHURCH. THAT WAY, WHEN THEY COME TO HEAR, THEY WILL PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO IT AND THEREBY MARK THE TIME OF YOUR COMING.” AND OUR LORD AFFIRMED TO US, “I WILL TEACH YOU NOT ONLY ALL THAT WILL BEFALL YOU, BUT ALSO WHAT WILL COME OF THOSE WHO WILL ACCEPT YOUR INSTRUCTION. SEE THAT NO MAN LEADS YOU ASTRAY, CAUSING YOU TO BECOME DOUBTERS, THEREBY SERVING OTHER ‘GODS.’ MANY WILL COME BEARING MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND CLAIMING, ‘I AM THE CHRIST!’ DON’T YOU BELIEVE THEM. DO NOT EVEN DRAW NEAR TO THEM, FOR THE COMING OF GOD’S SON WILL NOT IN ANY WAY BE SEEN EXCEPT AS THE LIGHTNING THAT FLASHES FROM THE EAST AND LIGHTS UP THE WEST. IN ALL MY GLORY WILL I COME, ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN 411 AND WITH A GREAT MULTITUDE. IN ALL MY GLORY WILL I COME, WITH MY CROSS PASSING BEFORE MY FACE. IN ALL MY GLORY WILL I COME, SHINING SEVEN TIMES BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN, WITH ALL OF MY SAINTS, ALL OF MY ANGELS. AT THAT TIME, MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL PLACE A CROWN UPON MY HEAD, THAT I MIGHT PASS JUDGMENT ON THE LIVING AND THE DEAD, AND REWARD THEM ALL FOR WHAT THEY HAVE DONE.” AN EXHORTATION (2ESD 2:15-32) MOTHER, EMBRACE YOUR CHILDREN, AND BRING THEM UP WITH JOY, AS A DOVE. PLANT THEIR FEET FIRMLY, FOR I HAVE CHOSEN YOU SAYS THE LORD. AT THAT TIME I WILL RAISE THE DEAD FROM THEIR ABODES, AND BRING THEM ALL FROM OUT OF THEIR TOMBS, FOR IN THESE HAVE I SEEN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. HAVE NO FEAR, OH MOTHER OF THE CHILDREN, FOR I HAVE SET YOU APART, DECLARES THE LORD. HELP WILL I SEND TO YOU, EVEN MY SERVANTS ISAIAH AND JEREMIAH. ACCORDING TO THEIR PROPHECY HAVE I SET ASIDE TWELVE TREES THAT ARE REPLETE WITH FRUITS OF VARIOUS TYPES, AND A CORRESPONDING NUMBER OF SPRINGS THAT ARE FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY, ALONG WITH SEVEN GREAT MOUNTAINS UPON WHICH GROW ROSES AND LILIES, WITH WHICH I WILL FILL YOUR CHILDREN WITH ALL GLADNESS. PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF THE WIDOWED. SECURE JUSTICE FOR THE FATHERLESS. PROVIDE FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN NEED. DEFEND THE ORPHANED. FURNISH CLOTHING FOR THE NAKED. CARE FOR THE WOUNDED AND THE FRAIL. DO NOT RIDICULE THE LAME. SAFEGUARD THE WOUNDED, AND TO THE BLIND, GIVE A VISION OF MY GLORY. CARE FOR THE OLD AND YOUNG WITHIN YOUR WALLS. TAKE AND BURY THE DEAD WHENEVER YOU COME ACROSS THEM, AND I WILL GIVE YOU THE FIRST PLACE IN MY RESURRECTION. PEACE, MY PEOPLE, AND BE STILL, FOR YOUR REST WILL TRULY COME. OH, GOOD NURSE, NOURISH YOUR CHILDREN AND ESTABLISH THEIR FEET. NOT ONE OF THE SERVANTS THAT I HAVE GIVEN TO YOU WILL BE LOST, FOR I WILL REQUIRE THEM FROM AMONG THOSE WHO ARE NUMBERED WITHIN YOU. FRET NOT, WHEN THE DAY OF DISTRESS AND HEAVINESS COMES, OTHERS WILL WEEP IN SADNESS, BUT YOU WILL REJOICE IN YOUR ABUNDANCE. THE HEATHEN WILL ALL ENVY YOU, BUT BE ABLE TO DO NOTHING AGAINST YOU SAYS THE LORD. MY HANDS WILL COVER YOU, THAT 412 YOUR CHILDREN MIGHT NOT SEE GEHENNA. OH MOTHER, REJOICE WITH YOUR CHILDREN, FOR I WILL SAVE YOU SAYS THE LORD. CALL TO MIND YOUR BABES WHO SLEEP, FOR I WILL BRING THEM UP FROM THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH AND SHOW THEM MERCY; FOR I AM MERCIFUL SAYS THE ALMIGHTY LORD. HOLD TIGHT TO YOUR CHILDREN UNTIL I COME AND SHOW THEM WHAT MY MERCY ENTAILS, FOR MY SPRINGS FLOW ABUNDANTLY AND MY GRACE NEVER FAILS. THOSE WHO ARE SEALED (2ESD 2:34B-41) OH YOU NATIONS THAT HEAR AND UNDERSTAND--WATCH FOR YOUR SHEPHERD, AND HE WILL GIVE YOU EVERLASTING REST, FOR NEAR AT HAND IS HE WHO COMES AT THE CLOSE OF THIS AGE. READY YOURSELVES FOR THE TREASURES OF THE KINGDOM, FOR THE ETERNAL LIGHT WILL SHINE ON YOU FOREVERMORE. FLEE THE SPECTER OF THIS AGE AND RECEIVE THE JOY OF YOUR GLORY! I BEAR WITNESS OPENLY OF MY SAVIOR. ACCEPT THE GIFT BEING GIVEN TO YOU. BE COMPLETELY FILLED WITH JOY. GIVE THANKS TO HIM WHO HAS CALLED YOU TO THE HEAVENLY REALM. RISE UP AND STAND TALL! BEHOLD THE NUMBER OF THOSE WHO ARE SEALED AT THE FEAST OF THE LORD! THESE HAVE FLED FROM THE SHADOW OF THIS WORLD AND ACCEPTED THE GLORIOUS ROBES FROM THE LORD. TAKE AGAIN OH ZION THE FULLNESS OF YOUR NUMBERS AND SEAL UP THE MEASURE AMONG YOU OF THOSE WHO HAVE CLOTHED THEMSELVES IN WHITE, WHO HAVE SATISFIED THE LAW OF THE LORD. FULFILLED IS THE NUMBER OF YOUR CHILDREN--ALL OF THOSE FOR WHOM YOU HAVE LONGED. ASK FOR POWER FROM THE LORD, THAT YOUR PEOPLE, THOSE WHO WERE CALLED FROM THE VERY START, MIGHT NOW BE MADE HOLY. THE GREAT MULTITUDE (2ESD 2:42-48) I, (EZRA,) BEHELD A GREAT AND NUMBERLESS MULTITUDE UPON MOUNT ZION, AND ALL WERE PRAISING THE LORD WITH SONGS. AMONG THEM WAS A YOUNG MAN WHO WAS GREAT OF STATURE, MUCH TALLER THAN THE OTHERS THERE, AND HE WAS PLACING A CROWN ON EACH OF THEIR HEADS. STILL, HE WAS MORE ILLUSTRIOUS THAN THESE. AND I WAS FASCINATED, SO I ASKED THE ANGEL, “WHO, SIR, ARE THESE?” AND HE ANSWERED ME, “THESE ARE THE ONES WHO HAVE TAKEN OFF THEIR EARTHLY CLOTHES AND REPLACED THEM WITH THE CLOTHING OF IMMORTALITY. THESE HAVE ALL CONFESSED GOD’S NAME, AND EVEN NOW ARE BEING CROWNED, AND THEY ARE RECEIVING PALMS.” “WHO IS 413 THAT YOUNG MAN WHO IS PLACING CROWNS UPON THEIR HEADS AND PALMS INTO THEIR HANDS?” “THIS ONE IS THE SON OF GOD,” THE ANGEL REPLIED, “WHOM THEY HAVE CONFESSED IN THE WORLD.” THEN I STARTED PRAISING THOSE WHO HAD BRAVELY STOOD FOR THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THEN THE ANGEL INSTRUCTED ME, “GO, AND LET MY PEOPLE KNOW HOW COUNTLESS AND BEYOND MEASURE ARE THE WONDERS OF THE LORD GOD WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN.” THE FIG TREE (APPT 2A; SBOR 2:154-186) MOUNT OF OLIVES “NOW TAKE THE FIG TREE AS A SIGN: AS SOON AS ITS BRANCHES GROW OUT AND ITS SHOOTS BURST FORTH, THE END OF THE WORLD WILL BE NEAR AT HAND.” AND I, PETER, SAID TO HIM, “EXPLAIN THE PARABLE OF THE FIG TREE TO ME. HOW CAN WE MAKE SENSE OF THIS, SINCE THE FIG TREE IS FOREVER PUTTING FORTH ITS SHOOTS, AND EACH YEAR YIELDS ITS OWNER FRUITS. WHAT THEN IS THIS PARABLE OF THE FIG TREE SUPPOSED TO MEAN. NONE OF US UNDERSTANDS IT.” AND THE LORD ANSWERED ME, “DO YOU NOT SEE THAT THE FIG TREE REPRESENTS THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL? IT IS JUST LIKE THE MAN WHO PLANTED A FIG TREE IN HIS GARDEN THAT BORE HIM NO FRUIT. NOW FOR SEVERAL YEARS HE WENT OUT TO SEE IF IT EVER BROUGHT ANY FRUIT FORTH. NOW WHEN HE SAW THAT IT DID NOT, HE SAID TO HIS GARDENER: ‘DIG THIS FIG TREE OUT BY THE ROOTS, THAT IT MIGHT NOT MAKE USELESS OUR GROUND.’ AND TO GOD HE REPLIED, ‘WE, YOUR SERVANTS, WOULD LIKE TO CLEAR IT, DIG INTO THE SURROUNDING EARTH AND WATER IT. IF AT THAT TIME IT BEARS YOU NO FRUIT, WE WILL NOT HESITATE TO PULL IT UP OUT OF THE ORCHARD, EVEN BY ITS ROOTS, AND PLANT ANOTHER IN ITS STEAD.’ NOW, HAVE YOU UNDERSTOOD HOW THIS FIG TREE REPRESENTS THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL? FOR TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU, IN THE LAST DAYS, AFTER ITS TWIGS HAVE SPROUTED, FALSE PROPHETS WILL COME ALONG AND RAISE THE HOPES OF EVERYONE, SAYING: ‘I AM THE CHRIST, AND NOW I AM IN THE WORLD!’ WHEN, HOWEVER, THIS SIGN APPEARS THROUGHOUT THE EARTH: CHILDREN ARE DELIVERED WITH GRAY TEMPLES FROM THEIR BIRTH, CALAMITIES BEFALL ALL MEN, MASS STARVATION BREAKS OUT, EPIDEMICS AND WARFARE ARISE, AT THE CHANGING OF TIMES, WITH EXPRESSIONS OF GRIEF, AND AN EXCESS OF TEARS, A GREAT MANY CHILDREN AMONG THE NATIONS WILL SADLY, AND WITH PITEOUS WAILS, DEVOUR THEIR PARENTS. THEY WILL LAY CLOAKS OVER THEIR CORPSES AND BURY THEM BENEATH THE EARTH, THE MOTHER OF ALL NATIONS, 414 WHICH WILL HAVE BEEN POLLUTED BY BLOOD AND DUST. WHAT MISERABLE AND FRIGHTFUL SINNERS ARE THOSE OF THE FINAL GENERATION, WHO UNDERSTAND NOT THAT WHEN WOMEN NO LONGER GIVE BIRTH, THE HARVEST OF PERSUASIVE MEN HAS COME. WHEN DECEIVERS COME TO SPEAK ON EARTH--EVEN IN THE PLACE OF PROPHETS--THE GATHERING WILL BE CLOSE AT HAND. AND WHEN ISRAEL COMES TO SEE THE EVIL THEY’VE DONE, THEY WHO SINNED GREATLY BY CRUCIFYING THE TRUE CHRIST WILL TURN AWAY AND FOLLOW THEM INSTEAD, REPUDIATING THE ONE WHOM OUR ANCESTORS PRAISED. BELIAR WILL LIKEWISE COME AND PERFORM MANY SIGNS BEFORE MANKIND, BUT THIS CHARLATAN IS NOT THE CHRIST. AND WITH HIS DAGGER WILL HE MURDER THE MANY MARTYRS WHO ARE TO REJECT HIM. THEN WILL BURST FORTH THE BRANCHES OF THE FIG TREE, WHICH IS TO SAY, THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. MANY WILL BE SLAIN BY HIM, AND THEY WILL THEREFORE BECOME MARTYRS. TRULY IN THOSE DAYS THERE WILL BE CONFUSION OF HOLY, CHOSEN AND FAITHFUL MEN. THESE WILL BE PLUNDERED, ALONG WITH THE JEWS. UPON THESE WILL FALL A TERRIBLE WRATH WHEN A PEOPLE FROM AMONG THE TEN TRIBES, WHICH THE OFFSHOOT OF THE ASSYRIANS HAD DESTROYED, WILL COME FROM THE EAST TO SEEK OUT THE JEWS. AFTER THESE THINGS WILL THE GENTILES PERISH. FROM THIS DAY FORWARD, THE FAITHFUL AND ELECT AMONG THE HEBREWS WILL RULE OVER VERY POWERFUL MEN, SUBJECTING THEM AS IN TIMES OF OLD, FOR THEIR STRENGTH HAS NOT BEEN LOST. THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], WHO DWELLS IN THE HEAVENS AND RULES OVER ALL WILL THEN SEND SLEEP OVER MANKIND, CAUSING ALL OF THEIR EYES TO CLOSE. HOW BLESSED ARE THE SERVANTS THAT THE MASTER WILL FIND AWAKE AT THE TIME OF HIS COMING, FOR THEY HAVE REMAINED AWAKE THROUGHOUT THE AGE, WATCHING WITH SLEEPLESS EYES IN EXPECTATION. FOR THOUGH HE SHOULD COME AT DAWN, OR DUSK, OR AT MIDDAY, HE WILL MOST ASSUREDLY COME, AND YOU WILL FIND IT ALL AS I HAVE SAID. IT WILL COME ABOUT WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME, FOR THE COMING GENERATION, WHEN AT MIDDAY ALL OF THE STARS WILL APPEAR FROM THE HEAVEN OF STARS, IN THE PRESENCE OF THE TWO GREAT LUMINARIES. COMING OF ENOCH AND ELIJAH (APPT 2B, SBOR 2:187-195) MOUNT OF OLIVES “ENOCH AND ELIJAH WILL THEN BE SENT IN ORDER TO INSTRUCT THEM THAT THIS IS THE DECEIVER COMING INTO THE WORLD, THAT HE MIGHT MISLEAD IT 415 THROUGH SIGNS AND WONDERS. AT THAT TIME THE TISHBITE, ADVANCING A HEAVENLY CHARIOT AT FULL SPEED FROM HEAVEN, WILL ARRIVE UPON THE EARTH AND SHOW FORTH THREE SIGNS FOR THE ENTIRE WORLD, EVEN AS LIFE IS FADING AWAY. WOE TO AS MANY AS ARE FOUND TO BE WITH CHILD ON THAT DAY, AND AS MANY AS ARE NURSING BABES, AND AS MANY AS DWELL UPON THE SEA. WOE INDEED TO AS MANY AS WILL SEE THAT DAY, FOR A CLOUD OF DARKNESS WILL ENVELOP THE EARTH, FROM EAST TO WEST AND SOUTH TO NORTH. AND SO, IT WILL HAPPEN THAT THOSE WHO ARE SLAIN BY HIS HAND, WILL BE NUMBERED AMONG THE GOOD AND FAITHFUL MARTYRS WHO IN THEIR LIFETIMES HAVE PLEASED GOD. SIGNS OF THE END (EPAP 34B) MOUNT OF OLIVES “NOW THERE WILL BE SOME WHO WILL HEAR THIS MAN, (PAUL,) AND COME TO BELIEVE IN ME THROUGH HIM. AND ALL OF THIS WILL COME TO PASS IN THOSE COMING YEARS AND DAYS.” AND AGAIN, WE ASKED HIM, “TELL US WHAT WILL HAPPEN THEN?” AND HE ANSWERED, “THE FAITHFUL AND THE UNBELIEVING WILL TOGETHER SEE A TRUMPET IN THE SKY, THE SHOWING FORTH OF MIGHTY STARS IN BROAD DAYLIGHT, A DRAGON, AND WONDROUS THINGS SPANNING HEAVEN AND EARTH; STARS GOING DOWN IN FLAMES, GREAT HAILSTONES BURNING IN A FANTASTIC FIRE, THE HEATED BATTLE BETWEEN THE SUN AND MOON, THE CEASELESS AND FEARFUL THUNDER AND LIGHTNING, THE CLAPPING OF THUNDER AND THE SHAKING OF EARTH. CITIES WILL BE LAID TO WASTE AND MEN WILL PERISH IN THEIR RUIN. THE RAINS WILL FAIL AND A GREAT DROUGHT WILL FOLLOW. THERE WILL BE A TERRIBLE PLAGUE ACCOMPANIED BY WIDESPREAD AND OFTEN SUDDEN DEATH TO SUCH A DEGREE THAT THOSE WHO DIE WILL LACK A GRAVE. CHILDREN AND FAMILY MEMBERS ALIKE WILL BE CARRIED OUT ON A SINGLE BED. AND A PARENT WILL NOT TURN TO FACE HIS CHILD, NOR WILL A CHILD LOOK UPON HIS PARENT, NOR WILL A MAN TURN TOWARD HIS NEIGHBOR. BUT THOSE WHO ARE FORSAKEN AND LEFT BEHIND WILL RISE UP AND SEE THE ONES WHO ABANDONED THEM, IN THAT THEY HAULED THEM OUT ON ACCOUNT OF THE PLAGUE. ALL THINGS REFLECT HATRED, AFFLICTION AND JEALOUSY. THEY WILL TAKE FROM ONE AND GIVE TO ANOTHER. NOW MOURN FOR THOSE WHO HAVE IGNORED THIS COMMAND, FOR WHAT FOLLOWS WILL BE EVEN WORSE! 416 MORE PLAGUES, THE COMING OF THE ELECT (EPAP 35-39) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AT THAT TIME MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] ANGER WILL BE KINDLED OVER THE DEPRAVITY OF MANKIND. MANY ARE THEIR CRIMES, YOU SEE, AND THEIR LIVES ARE CORRUPT-- THE HORROR OF THEIR IMPURITY STANDS AGAINST THEM IN SO MANY WAYS.” “OH LORD,” WE ASKED, “WHAT LIES IN STORE FOR THOSE WHO HOPE IN YOU?” AND HE RESPONDED, “HOW MUCH LONGER WILL YOUR HEARTS BE DULL? HOW TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU, EVEN AS IT HAS BEEN SPOKEN OF ME AND MY PEOPLE THROUGH DAVID THE PROPHET, SO WILL IT BE FOR THOSE WHO COME TO BELIEVE IN ME. BUT DECEIVERS AND OPPONENTS WILL THERE BE IN THE WORLD, THOSE WHO SLANDER WHAT IS RIGHT. AND THEY WILL LIVE UP TO THE PROPHECY OF DAVID, WHO SAID, ‘HOW QUICK ARE THEIR FEET TO SHED BLOOD AND THEIR TONGUES TO WEAVE DECEIT; THE VENOM OF SERPENTS IS UNDER THEIR LIPS. AND I SEE YOU AS YOU TRAVEL WITH A THIEF, AND CLAIM YOUR PORTION WITH A FORNICATOR. AND TO TOP IT ALL OFF, YOU SIT THERE SLANDERING YOUR BROTHER AND SETTING A TRAP FOR THE SON OF YOUR MOTHER. WHAT? DO YOU THINK THAT I SHOULD BE LIKE YOU?’ NOTICE HOW GOD’S PROPHET HAS ENCOMPASSED ALL THINGS BY HIS WORDS. AND EVEN AS I HAVE TOLD YOU BEFORE, THIS WAS SO THAT EVERYTHING MIGHT BE FULFILLED.” AND AGAIN, WE QUESTIONED HIM, “LORD, WILL THE GENTILES NOT THEN ASK, ‘WHERE IS THIS GOD OF THEIRS?’” AND HE RESPONDED, “THIS IS HOW THE ELECT ARE TO BE REVEALED: THEY WILL COME FORTH AFTER SUFFERING SUCH AN ORDEAL.” AND WE ASKED HIM, “ARE THEY TO LEAVE THIS WORLD THROUGH THE TORMENT OF AN AFFLICTION?” “THEY WILL NOT,” HE SAID TO US, “BUT IF THEY SHOULD FACE THIS TRIAL, IT WILL BE AS A TEST OF THEIR FAITH; WHETHER OR NOT THEY KEEP THESE WORDS OF MINE IN THEIR HEARTS AND OBEY MY COMMANDS. THEY WILL RISE UP AND WAIT BUT A FEW DAYS, THAT HE WHO SENT ME MIGHT BE GLORIFIED, AND MYSELF ALONG WITH HIM. ALL OF THIS I SAY TO YOU, FOR HE HAS SENT ME HERE TO YOU. BUT YOU MUST PASS IT ON TO ISRAEL, AND ALSO TO THE GENTILES, THAT THEY MIGHT LIKEWISE HEAR OF IT. THEY WILL COME TO BELIEVE IN ME AND HAVE A PART IN YOUR SALVATION; AND THEY WILL ESCAPE THE TORMENT OF THIS PLAGUE. NOW SUCH AS DESPISE THE PAINS OF DEATH WILL BE TAKEN AWAY AND KEPT IN PRISON. THERE THEY WILL BE TORTURED LIKE THIEVES.” “LORD,” WE ASKED HIM, “WILL THEY BE LIKE THE UNBELIEVERS, AND 417 WILL YOU PUNISH THOSE WHO HAVE FLED FROM THIS PLAGUE IN A SIMILAR WAY?” AND HE SAID TO US, “THEY HAVE CARRIED OUT THE WORK OF SINNERS. AND EVEN THOUGH THEY HAVE BELIEVED IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THEY HAVE NONETHELESS ACTED LIKE THOSE WHO DO NOT.” AND AGAIN, WE ASKED HIM, “LORD, HAVE THOSE WHO HAVE ESCAPED THUS IN STORE FOR THEM NO PORTION IN LIFE?” AND HE REPLIED, “WHOEVER HAS GLORIFIED MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IS THE VERY HOME OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN].” AND WE BID HIM, “LORD, SHOW US WHAT WILL HAPPEN AFTER THIS.” “IN THOSE COMING YEARS AND DAYS,” SAID JESUS, “THERE WILL BE WARS UPON WARS. THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD WILL BE SHAKEN, AND THEY WILL DECLARE WAR AGAINST ONE ANOTHER. THEN THE CLOUDS WILL ALL BE STIRRED, AND WILL BRING ABOUT DARKNESS, DROUGHT, AND THE PERSECUTION OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN ME, AND ALSO THE ELECT. THEN CONTENTIONS, HOSTILITIES, AND EVIL DEEDS WILL RISE UP BETWEEN THEM. SOME OF THEM WILL BELIEVE IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], BUT WILL FOLLOW AFTER EVIL--AND ALL THEY TEACH WILL BE IN VAIN. NOW MEN WILL FOLLOW AFTER THEM AND BOW TO THEIR RICHES, THEIR CORRUPTION, THEIR DRUNKEN DEBAUCHERIES, AND THEIR BRIBES; AND AMONG THEM THE RULE WILL BE TO SHOW RESPECT OF PERSONS. “BUT THOSE WHO WOULD LOOK UPON THE FACE OF GOD, SHOWING NO SUCH REGARD FOR THE SINFUL RICH, NOR FEAR FOR THOSE WHO LEAD THEM ASTRAY, BUT WHO WOULD REPROVE THEM INSTEAD, ARE TO BE CROWNED IN THE VERY PRESENCE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THOSE WHO REPROACH THEIR NEIGHBORS WILL BE SAVED AS WELL, FOR SUCH IS THE CHILD OF WISDOM AND FAITH. IF, HOWEVER, HE SHOULD NOT BECOME THE CHILD OF WISDOM, HE WILL HATE AND PERSECUTE HIS BROTHER. HE WILL NOT TURN TOWARD HIS BROTHER (OR) HIS NEIGHBOR, BUT WILL DESPISE HIM AND TURN AGAINST HIM AND CAST HIM OUT. “BUT THOSE WHO WALK IN THE WAY OF TRUTH AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF FAITH IN ME, LOVING ME AND POSSESSING THE KNOWLEDGE OF WISDOM AND PERSEVERANCE FOR THE SAKE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS OUGHT TO EXULT, FOR THEY HAVE BORNE UP UNDER CRUELTY, AND HAVE WALKED IN POVERTY, PUTTING UP WITH THOSE WHO HATE AND ABUSE THEM. FOR MEN DESPISE THOSE WHO STRIVE TO MAKE THEMSELVES POOR, AND FOR ALL THAT CONTINUE TO ENDURE. GREAT INDEED WILL BE THEIR REWARD. THEY HAVE BEEN AFFLICTED AND MADE DESTITUTE, FOR EVEN AS THEY HAVE WALKED IN HUNGER AND THIRST, MEN HAVE DESPISED THEM. BUT THEY HAVE BORNE IT ALL FOR THE BLESSEDNESS OF 418 HEAVEN, SO THEY WILL SPEND FOREVER AT MY SIDE. BUT CURSE THOSE WHO LOATHE AND DESPISE THEM; THOSE WHO WALK IN HAUGHTINESS AND BOASTING, FOR THESE ARE DESTINED FOR PERDITION.” BUT WE ASKED HIM, “LORD, WILL ALL OF THESE THINGS TRULY HAPPEN? SURELY IT DOES NOT BECOME YOU THAT WE SHOULD COME UPON THEM OURSELVES!” “HOW THEN,” ASKED JESUS, “WILL THE JUDGMENT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS BE PRONOUNCED ON EITHER THE UPRIGHT OR THE WICKED?” “BUT LORD,” WE SAID, “ON THAT DAY, WILL THEY NOT THEN SAY TO YOU, ‘WHEN IT CAME TO RIGHTEOUSNESS AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, LIGHT AND DARKNESS, GOOD AND EVIL, YOU NEVER SAW TO IT <BEFORE, BUT> NOW YOU HAVE LED <EVERYONE> INTO RIGHTEOUSNESS, HAVING SHOWN THEM ALL BOTH LIGHT AND DARKNESS, GOOD AND EVIL, (AND) SEPARATED THEM.’” THEN HE SAID, “AT THAT TIME I WILL SAY TO THEM, ‘ADAM WAS GIVEN THE CHANCE TO DECIDE WHICH OF THE TWO THAT HE PREFERRED. AND HE PLACED HIS HAND UPON THE LIGHT, CHOOSING IT AND FORSAKING THE DARKNESS, CASTING IT AWAY FROM HIM (AND) REJECTING IT. AND EVERYONE ELSE HAS THIS ABILITY TO BELIEVE IN THE LIGHT AND THE LIFE, WHICH IS MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT ME. AND SO EVERYONE WHO HAS FAITH AND CARRIES OUT THE LABORS OF LIFE WILL LIVE, EXISTING WITHIN BOTH (THE LIGHT AND THE LIFE.) BUT IF HE REFUSES TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE LIGHT’S EXISTENCE AND PERFORMS THE WORKS OF DARKNESS INSTEAD, THEN HE CAN SAY NOTHING IN HIS OWN DEFENSE. HE WILL NOT EVEN BE ABLE TO LIFT HIS EYES TO LOOK ON ME, THE SON OF GOD.’ AND I WILL SAY TO HIM, ‘YOU FOUND JUST WHAT YOU WERE LOOKING FOR, AND HAVE RECEIVED THAT FOR WHICH YOU HAVE ASKED. OH, MAN, UPON WHAT GROUNDS DO YOU SEEK TO CONVICT ME? WHY DO YOU CONDEMN US? WHY DO YOU FAIL TO UNDERSTAND US? WHY DID YOU ABANDON AND DISOWN BOTH MYSELF AND MY KINGDOM? YOU WERE DENYING ME EVEN AS YOU WERE ACKNOWLEDGING ME. WHY DO YOU EVEN NOW CONTINUE TO PROCLAIM AND YET DENY ME? NOW LOOK AND SEE; DOES NOT EVERY MAN HAVE THE POWER TO CHOOSE EITHER TO BELIEVE (AND) LIVE OR ELSE TO DIE? WHOEVER HAS KEPT MY COMMANDS AND HELD TO THEM WILL HENCEFORTH BE A SON OF LIGHT, EVEN A SON OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN]. I CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO KEEP AND DO MY COMMANDMENTS; (BUT) ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE WHO TWIST MY WORDS. I AM THAT WORD. I PUT ON THE FLESH AND I LABORED AND I DIED. I TAUGHT THAT CERTAIN PEOPLE WOULD BE CHOSEN AND SAVED, BUT THAT OTHERS, WHO WERE 419 LOST, WOULD BE LOST FOREVER. THEY WILL HAVE TO SUFFER ETERNAL TORMENT AND DEVASTATION, BEING SCOURGED ALIVE BY FIRE, IN THEIR SPIRIT, IN THEIR FLESH, AND IN THEIR SOUL.” THE SPIRITS AT THE JUDGMENT (APPT 3) MOUNT OF OLIVES AND IN HIS RIGHT HAND HE SHOWED ME, (PETER,) THE SOULS OF MEN, AND IN THE PALM THEREOF, THE FIGURE OF WHAT WILL COME TO PASS ON THE LAST DAY CONCERNING THE UPRIGHT AND HOW THEY ARE TO BE SEVERED FROM AMONG THE WICKED; HOW THE RIGHTEOUS OF HEART ARE GOING TO FARE, AND HOW THE WORKERS OF EVIL WILL BE ROOTED OUT FOREVERMORE. WE SAW THE SINNERS WEEPING AND MOURNING IN BITTER ANGUISH TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT ALL WHO LOOKED WERE MOVED TO TEARS, THE RIGHTEOUS, THE ANGELS, AS WELL AS ALL THE SINNERS. AND I ASKED HIM, “LORD, ALLOW ME TO SAY SOMETHING ABOUT THESE SINNERS: THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER OFF HAD THEY NOT BEEN BORN.” AND THE SAVIOR RESPONDED, “OH, PETER, WHY WOULD YOU SUPPOSE THAT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER FOR THEM HAD THEY NEVER BEEN BORN? TRULY YOU ARE RESISTING GOD. YOU COULD NEVER HAVE MORE COMPASSION FOR HIS IMAGE THAN HE DOES. YOU SEE, HE MADE THEM ALL AND BROUGHT THEM FORTH, WHEN THEY DID NOT EVEN EXIST BEFORE. AND MY HEART IS HEAVY BECAUSE YOU HAVE SEEN WHAT WILL BEFALL THE SINNERS IN THE FINAL DAYS; BUT I WILL SHOW YOU BY WHAT WORKS THEY HAVE SINNED AGAINST THE MOST HIGH. JUDGMENT DAY (APPT 4A; SBOR 2:214-220) MOUNT OF OLIVES “NOW HAVE A LOOK AT WHAT THESE WILL SUFFER IN THE CLOSING DAYS, WHEN THE DAY OF GOD BEGINS. ON THE DAY THAT GOD RENDERS HIS JUDGMENT, THE SONS OF MEN WILL ALL BE ASSEMBLED FROM EAST TO WEST BEFORE MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO LIVES FOREVER. THEN HE WILL ISSUE THE COMMAND, AND HELL WILL OPEN UP ITS BARS OF STEEL AND SURRENDER THOSE WHO ARE DETAINED WITHIN. THEN THE UNDYING ANGELS OF THE IMMORTAL GOD, MICHAEL, GABRIEL, RAPHAEL, AND URIEL, WHO KNOW THE EVIL DEEDS OF ALL MANKIND, WILL LEAD THE SOULS OF ALL OUT OF THE GLOOMY DARKNESS OVER TO THEIR JUDGMENT, TO THE BAR OF THE GREAT AND IMMORTAL GOD. AND SINCE IT IS HIS WILL THAT ALL 420 MEN SHOULD APPEAR, ALL OF THE ANIMALS AND BIRDS WILL RECEIVE ORDERS TO GIVE BACK ALL OF THE FLESH THAT THEY HAVE CONSUMED. BECAUSE ALL THINGS BELONG TO GOD, NOTHING EVER PERISHES FOR HIM, NOR IS ANYTHING IMPOSSIBLE TO HIM. (FOR AT THE BEHEST OF GOD, ALL THINGS COME TO PASS ON THE DAY OF DECISION, THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, AS TOOK PLACE WHEN HE MADE THE WORLD AND GAVE ORDERS TO EVERYTHING THAT IS THEREIN.) THERE IS BUT ONE WHO IS EVERLASTING, THE UNIVERSAL RULER HIMSELF, WHO WILL JUDGE ALL OF MANKIND. EVEN SO WILL IT COME ABOUT IN THE FINAL DAYS, FOR ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE WITH GOD. (ALSO, IN SCRIPTURE HE SAYS: “SON OF MAN, PROPHESY TO ALL THESE BONES, ‘BONES, JOIN TOGETHER WITH BONES, THEN ON WITH YOUR JOINTS, TENDONS, NERVES, FLESH, SKIN AND HAIR.’”) THEN, WHEN GOD ISSUES THE COMMAND, URIEL WILL SUPPLY THEM WITH THEIR SOUL AND SPIRIT. (GOD, YOU SEE, HAS PUT HIM OVER THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD WHEN THE DAY OF DECISION COMES.) THE GRAINS OF WHEAT (APPT 4B; MACARIUS MAGNES, APOCRITICA 4.6.16) MOUNT OF OLIVES “NOW CONSIDER THE GRAINS OF WHEAT WHICH ARE CAST TO THE GROUND AND REFLECT THEREON. MEN CAST THEM TO THE EARTH AS SOMETHING DRIED-UP AND WITHOUT A SOUL, YET THEY LIVE AGAIN AND BEAR THEIR FRUIT. THE EARTH GIVES THEM BACK AS RECEIVED BY PLEDGE. NOW THIS THAT DIES AND IS SOWN IN THE EARTH IN THE FORM OF A SEED REPRESENTS MANKIND. AND IT WILL STIR AGAIN AND HAVE ITS LIFE RESTORED--(EVEN) THOSE WHO WILL BE JUDGED. SO WITH HOW MUCH GREATER CERTAINTY WILL GOD RAISE UP ON THE DAY OF DECISION ALL OF THOSE WHO TRUST IN HIM, AND WHO ARE CHOSEN BY HIM, AND ARE THOSE FOR WHOM HE HAS MADE THE WORLD. AND THE EARTH WILL TRULY GIVE THIS BACK TO GOD ON THE DAY OF DECISION, FOR BOTH IT AND THE HEAVEN WHICH ENCOMPASSES IT ARE TO FACE JUDGMENT ALONGSIDE THEM. A FIGURE OF THE RAISING OF MANKIND AND OF JUDGMENT (SBOR 2:221-251) MOUNT OF OLIVES AT THAT TIME, THE HEAVENLY ONE WILL GIVE THE DEAD BOTH BREATH AND VOICE, AND BONES WILL BE FASTENED TOGETHER WITH ALL MANNER OF CONNECTIONS; FLESH AND SINEWS, VEINS AND SKIN UPON THE FLESH, AS WELL AS 421 EACH AND EVERY HAIR THAT WAS FORMERLY THEREON. ON A SINGLE DAY WILL HUMAN BODIES RECONNECT AND RESURRECT IN A HEAVENLY WAY, AND BREATHING WILL COMMENCE. THEN THAT MIGHTY ANGEL, URIEL, WILL DEMOLISH THE MASSIVE BOLTS OF RIGID STEEL. HE WILL THROW OPEN WIDE THE GATES OF HELL--WHICH ARE NOT FORGED OF METAL--AND LEAD ALL THE SORROWFUL BEINGS AWAY TO THEIR JUDGMENT, MOST PARTICULARLY THOSE OF THE PRIMORDIAL PHANTOMS, THE TITANS, AND THE GIANTS WHICH WERE DESTROYED BY THE DELUGE. THOSE ALSO WHOM THE WAVES OVERTOOK IN THE SEA, ALONG WITH AS MANY ANIMALS AND REPTILES AND BIRDS AS WERE EVER DEVOURED, EVEN THESE WILL HE CALL BEFORE HIS JUDGMENT SEAT. MOREOVER, HE WILL ALSO GATHER AND SET BEFORE IT ALL OF THOSE WHO WERE DESTROYED IN THE FLAMES OF THE FLESH-CONSUMING FIRE, WHEN SABAOTH ADONAI, WHO THUNDERS FROM ON HIGH, PUTS AN END TO FATE, RAISES UP THE DEAD, AND TAKES HIS SEAT ON HIS HEAVENLY THRONE, AND ESTABLISHES A MIGHTY PILLAR. CHRIST, WHO IS HIMSELF IMPERISHABLE, WILL COME IN GLORY UPON A CLOUD TO THE ONE WHO LIVES ETERNALLY, IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS HOLY ANGELS. HE WILL TAKE HIS SEAT TO THE RIGHT HAND OF THE GREAT ONE, TO PRESIDE OVER THE TRIAL OF LIFE, BOTH OF THE PIOUS AND THE IMPIOUS. AND MOSES, THAT GREAT FRIEND OF THE MOST HIGH WILL COME AS WELL, HIMSELF HAVING DONNED THE FLESH. THE RIGHTEOUS ABRAHAM WILL LIKEWISE RETURN IN THE FLESH, TOGETHER WITH ISAAC AND JACOB, AS WILL JOSHUA, DANIEL, ELIJAH, HABAKKUK, JONAH, AND ALL WHO WERE EVER SLAIN BY THE JEWS. ALL OF THE HEBREWS AFTER JEREMIAH WILL HE DEVASTATE IN JUDGMENT BEFORE HIM THERE, THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE AND RENDER WHATEVER RETRIBUTION IS APPROPRIATE FOR WHATEVER ANYONE EVER DID DURING THEIR EARTHLY EXISTENCE. THE CALAMITIES, DESTRUCTION BY FIRE (APPT 5-6A, CF. MACARIUS MAGNES, APOCRITICA 4.7; SBOR 2:196-213; 2PET 3:10B-12) MOUNT OF OLIVES “NOW THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT WILL COME TO PASS ON JUDGMENT DAY TO THOSE WHO HAVE FALLEN AWAY FROM THEIR FAITH IN GOD AND HAVE INSTEAD CARRIED OUT WICKEDNESS. A GREAT TORRENT OF SCORCHING FIRE WILL PROCEED FROM HEAVEN. FLAMING RIVERS WILL BE LET LOOSE, DARKNESS AND OBSCURITY WILL ARISE AND ENVELOP THE EARTH, THE WATERS WILL THEN TRANSFORM, 422 CHANGING INTO FIERY EMBERS. ALL THAT LIES WITHIN THEM WILL BLAZE AND THE SEA ITSELF WILL TURN TO FLAME. UNDER THE HEAVEN AN UNQUENCHABLE FIRE WILL RAGE, FLOWING ON ACCOUNT OF THE JUDGMENT OF WRATH, WHICH WILL CONSUME EVERY PLACE IN EVERY LAND, THE FATHOMLESS OCEAN AND SHIMMERING SEA, ALL OF THE LAKES, RIVERS, AND SPRINGS, AND ALL OF MERCILESS HADES AS WELL, TOGETHER WITH THE VAULT OF HEAVEN. THE FLAMES OF FIRE WILL BURN THE STARS AND THE HEAVENLY POWERS. THE HEAVENLY LIGHTS WILL LIKEWISE COLLIDE WITH ONE ANOTHER INTO A DESOLATE FORM, AND THE STARS WILL FALL FROM HEAVEN AND INTO THE SEA. ALL OF MANKIND WILL GNASH THEIR TEETH IN A BLAZING STREAM; FIRE AND BRIMSTONE WILL FLASH ACROSS A FLAMING PLAIN, AND ASHES WILL COME TO BLANKET ALL THINGS. THE EARTHLY ELEMENTS WILL ALL BE LEFT BARE, BE THEY EITHER LAND, OR SEA, OR AIR, OR LIGHT, OR THE HEAVENLY VAULT; EVEN ALL OF THE DAYS AND NIGHTS. THE COUNTLESS BIRDS THAT FILLED THE SKY WILL NO LONGER BE, AND AQUATIC CREATURES NO LONGER SWIM IN THE DEEP; SHIPS FILLED WITH CARGO WILL VOYAGE NO MORE ON THE SEAS, NOR WILL THE PLOUGH BE PULLED BY THE BEASTS, AND THE BREEZE NO LONGER BLOW THROUGH THE TREES. ALL THINGS WILL AT ONCE FUSE INTO ONE, THEN DIFFUSE INTO THIN AIR. THE HEAVEN WILL BE ROLLED UP LIKE A SCROLL AND THE STARS WILL MELT AND FALL LIKE LEAVES FROM A VINE, OR THOSE OF THE FIG TREE, AND BE AS THOUGH THEY NEVER WERE. THE STRONGHOLDS OF HEAVEN, FOR THEIR LACK OF WATER, WILL CEASE TO EXIST AND BE AS THOUGH THEY NEVER WERE. THE LIGHTNING BOLTS OF HEAVEN, WHO BY THEIR CHARMS WILL PANIC THE WORLD, WILL EXIST NO MORE. AND THE SPIRITS OF THE CORPSES WILL GROW TO RESEMBLE THEM; BEING SET ABLAZE AT GOD’S COMMAND. ON THAT DAY THE SKIES WILL PASS AWAY WITH A WHOOSH, THE ELEMENTS WILL FLAME OUT OF EXISTENCE, AND THE EARTH AND EVERYTHING IN IT WILL BE BROUGHT TO JUDGMENT. THEN, WHEN THE ENTIRE CREATED ORDER HAS COME UNDONE, THOSE IN THE EAST WILL FLEE TO THE WEST, (AND THOSE IN THE WEST) WILL FLEE TO THE EAST; THOSE IN THE SOUTH WILL FLEE TO THE NORTH, WHILE THOSE IN THE NORTH WILL FLEE TO THE SOUTH. BUT THE WRATH OF THE FEARSOME FLAMES WILL OVERTAKE THEM EVERYWHERE. IT WILL DRIVE THEM ON AND DELIVER THEM UP TO THE JUDGMENT OF WRATH IN STREAMS OF UNQUENCHABLE FIRE. FOR IT FLOWS AND FLAMES WITH FIRE, AND AFTER ITS SEETHING WAVES HAVE BROKEN FORTH, THERE WILL BE MUCH GRINDING OF TEETH AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN. NOW SINCE CREATION ITSELF COMES APART LIKE 423 THIS, THINK ABOUT HOW YOU OUGHT TO ACT, WHAT GODLY AND FOCUSED LIVES YOU SHOULD BE LIVING! LOOK FORWARD TO THE COMING OF THE DAY OF GOD. WORK DILIGENTLY TO HASTEN ITS ARRIVAL, FOR IN THAT DAY THE HEAVENS WILL BE SET ABLAZE UNTIL THEY ALL DISINTEGRATE, AND THE ELEMENTS WILL MELT AWAY IN THE FLAMES. THEN EVERYONE WILL SEE MY COMING AS I ARRIVE ON AN EVERLASTING SHINING CLOUD, IN THE PRESENCE OF THE ANGELS OF GOD WHO WILL SIT WITH ME ON MY GLORIOUS THRONE, TO THE RIGHT HAND OF MY HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN]. HE WILL PLACE A CROWN UPON MY HEAD. EVERY NATION WILL WEEP FOR ITSELF- -EVEN AS THEY WATCH IT UNFOLD. AND HE WILL ORDER THEM TO ENTER INTO THE RIVER OF FIRE EVEN AS THEY ARE CONFRONTED WITH THEIR WICKED DEEDS. EACH ONE WILL BE PAID BACK IN LINE WITH HIS OWN WORKS. THE ELECT ONES, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHO HAVE DONE WELL WILL DRAW NEAR TO ME AND NOT WITNESS THE SPECTACLE OF DEATH BY THE ALL-CONSUMING FIRE. THE PUNISHMENT OF THE WICKED (APPT 6B-7A; SBOR 2:252-282) MOUNT OF OLIVES “BUT AS FOR THE EVIL CREATURES, THE SINNERS AND THE HYPOCRITES, THEY WILL COME TO STAND IN THE DARK ABYSS THAT NEVER ENDS. THE FIRE IS THEIR PUNISHMENT. THE ANGELS WILL THEN BRING FORWARD THEIR SINS AND PREPARE A PLACE FOR THEM WHERE THEY WILL EACH BE PUNISHED FOREVER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR CRIME. URIEL, THE ANGEL OF GOD, WILL THEN BRING FORWARD THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO SINNED PRIOR TO THE FLOOD, WHO LIVE IN ALL MANNER OF IDOLS--IN MOLTEN IMAGES, OBJECTS OF DESIRE, AND PAINTINGS, TOGETHER WITH THOSE WHO LIVE ON THE TOPS OF HILLS, WITHIN THE STONES AND BESIDE THE ROAD--ALL THE THINGS THAT MEN CALL ‘GODS.’ THEN THEY ALL WILL PASS THROUGH THE FIERY RIVER OF UNDYING FLAME. THESE WILL THEN BE BURNED IN EVERLASTING FIRE TOGETHER WITH THEIR IDOLS. THE RIGHTEOUS ONES WILL ALL BE SAVED, BUT THE WICKED WILL BE DESTROYED FOR GOOD, INCLUDING THOSE WHO HAVE CARRIED OUT ATROCITIES OR MURDERS, AS WILL THEIR ACCOMPLICES. LIARS, TOO, WILL LIKEWISE PERISH, AS WILL CRAFTY THIEVES AND DESTROYERS OF HOMES; THE PARASITES, THE ADULTERERS, THE SLANDERERS, THE VIOLENT, THE LAWLESS, AND THE IDOLATROUS, WHO HAVE ABANDONED THE GREAT AND ABIDING GOD AND BECOME BLASPHEMERS, PLUNDERING THE DEVOUT, BREAKING THE FAITH, AND SLAUGHTERING THE RIGHTEOUS. ALSO, AS MANY 424 ELDERS AND RESPECTED DEACONS AS CRAFTILY, SHAMELESSLY, AND HYPOCRITICALLY JUDGED WITH RESPECT AND, TRUSTING IN DECEITFUL STATEMENTS, HAVE DEALT UNJUSTLY WITH OTHER PEOPLE. MORE DESTRUCTIVE THAN ANY LEOPARD OR WOLF, THESE ARE ASSUREDLY THE MOST DEPRAVED. ALSO, AS MANY AS ARE EXTREMELY ARROGANT, OR EMPLOY USURY, GATHERING INTEREST UPON INTEREST FOR THEIR OWN HOUSEHOLDS, WHO BY SO DOING HARM ORPHANS OR WIDOWS. EVEN THOSE WHO GIVE TO ORPHANS OR WIDOWS FROM WHAT DERIVES FROM SUCH EVILS, AS ALSO THOSE WHO REPROACH OTHERS WHEN THEY GIVE TO THEM OF THEIR OWN LABORS. ALSO, AS MANY AS NEGLECTED THEIR PARENTS IN THEIR OLD AGE, NOT GIVING THEM ANYTHING BACK AT ALL, REFUSING TO CARE FOR THEM IN TURN. MOREOVER, AS MANY AS DISOBEYED OR SPOKE BACK TO THEIR PARENTS, AND ALL WHO WENT BACK ON THEIR SOLEMN PLEDGES, AND SUCH SERVANTS AS TURNED AGAINST THEIR MASTERS. ALSO, THOSE WHO POLLUTED THE FLESH THROUGH LEWDNESS, AND ALL WHO SECRETLY ENGAGED IN INTERCOURSE, UNDOING THE GIRDLE OF VIRGINITY, AND AS MANY AS SMOTE WHAT THEY HAD IN THE WOMB, CASTING FORTH THEIR CHILDREN CONTRARY TO THE LAW. AND AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN DESTROYED, TOGETHER WITH THEIR HOMES, THEY WILL AFTERWARD BE PUNISHED FOREVER. MEN AND WOMEN WILL THEN COME TO WHATEVER PLACE BEFITS THEM BEST.” THE BLASPHEMERS (APPT 7B/21,22 AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND I, (PETER,) SAW A DISMAL PLACE, EVEN THE PLACE OF PUNISHMENT. NOW THOSE WHO WERE BEING PUNISHED THERE WERE CLAD IN A MANNER BEFITTING THE PLACE. THEY ALL WORE DARK CLOTHING, AS DID THEIR ANGELS OF PUNISHMENT. NOW THERE WERE SOME THERE WHO WERE HANGING BY THEIR TONGUES. THESE WERE THE ONES WHO BLASPHEMED THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. BENEATH THEM LIE SPREAD OUT AN UNQUENCHABLE FLAMING FIRE THAT TORMENTED THEM. THOSE WHO FORSOOK RIGHTEOUSNESS (APPT 7C/23 AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND BEHOLD, THERE WAS THIS OTHER PLACE WITH A GIANT PIT (AND) A LAKE THAT WAS FILLED WITH BURNING MIRE. CERTAIN MEN WHO HAD FORSAKEN RIGHTEOUSNESS WERE BOUND UP THERE, AND TORMENTING ANGELS WERE 425 STATIONED OVER THEM, VISITING THEM AND STOKING THE FIRE OF THEIR PUNISHMENT. WANTON WOMEN AND MEN (APPT 7D/24 AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AGAIN, THERE WERE THESE TWO WOMEN HANGING OVER THE SEETHING MIRE FROM THEIR NECKS AND HAIR WHO WERE BEING THROWN INTO THE PIT. THESE WERE THE ONES WHO ADORNED THEMSELVES (AND) BRAIDED THEIR HAIR, NOT FOR THE SAKE OF COMELINESS, BUT IN ORDER TO INVITE FORNICATION, THAT THEY MIGHT LEAD THE SOULS OF MEN DOWN TO DESTRUCTION. THE MEN WHO HAD SLEPT WITH THEM AND DEFILED THEMSELVES THROUGH ADULTERY, WERE HANGING BY THEIR FEET (AND) LOINS IN THAT FLAMING PLACE. THEIR HEADS WERE ALL STUCK IN THE MIRE, AND THEY CRIED ALOUD TO ONE ANOTHER, ‘WE DID NOT KNOW, (NOR DID WE) BELIEVE THAT WE WOULD END UP IN THIS PLACE OF ETERNAL ANGUISH!’ THE MURDERERS AND THEIR ACCOMPLICES (APPT 7E/25A AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND I, (PETER,) SAW THE MURDERERS AND THEIR ACCOMPLICES THROWN INTO A FIERY CREVASSE--A PLACE THAT WAS CRAWLING WITH REPTILES (AND) VENOMOUS CREATURES--WHERE MYRIAD WORMS, LIKE INKY CLOUDS, OPPRESSED THEM ALL. AND IN THAT TORMENT THEY WRITHED WITHOUT REST. THE SLAIN BEHOLD THEIR KILLERS (APPT 7F/25B AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “THEN THE ANGEL EZRAEL WILL BRING FORWARD THE SOULS OF THEIR VICTIMS. AND AFTER THAT, THESE ALL STOOD BY AND WITNESSED THE SUFFERING OF THOSE WHO HAD MURDERED THEM. AND THE MURDERERS CONFESSED, ‘OH GOD, HOW TRULY RIGHTEOUS IS YOUR JUDGMENT. FOR TRULY WE HAVE HEARD THAT WE WOULD COME TO THIS PLACE OF EVERLASTING JUDGMENT, BUT WE DID NOT BELIEVE IT.’ THOSE WHO ABORT THEIR CHILDREN (APPT 8A/26 AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND NEAR TO THIS FLAMING PLACE I SAW ANOTHER GORGE. HERE FLOWED IN 426 JUDGMENT ALL KINDS OF HORRIFYING FILTH FROM ALL MANNER OF SOURCES--THE EXCREMENT AND BODILY DISCHARGE OF THE TORMENTED--AND THERE IT POOLED INTO A LAKE. AND THERE WERE WOMEN SITTING THERE ENGULFED BY IT UP TO THEIR THROATS, SUFFERING A MOST PAINFUL PUNISHMENT. THESE WERE THE ONES WHO CONCEIVED CHILDREN OUT OF WEDLOCK AND THEN WENT ON TO HAVE ABORTIONS, DESTROYING THE WORK THAT GOD HAD MADE. THE ABORTED (APPT 8B) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND ACROSS FROM THEM THERE WAS THIS PLACE WHERE GREAT NUMBERS OF THE ABORTED SAT WEEPING. BOTH SIDES LIVE AND CRY TO GOD. LIGHTNINGS FLASH FROM THESE CHILDREN AND PIERCE THE EYES OF THOSE WHO FORNICATED AND BROUGHT ABOUT THEIR DESTRUCTION. “ABOVE THESE OTHER MEN AND WOMEN STAND NAKED, AND THEIR CHILDREN STAND ACROSS FROM THEM IN A HEAVENLY PLACE. THERE THEY GROAN, AND CONFIDENTLY SUMMON THEIR PARENTS BEFORE THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST AND CRY ALOUD TO GOD FOR WHAT THESE HAVE DONE, ‘THESE WERE THE ONES WHO DISREGARDED, SET AT NOUGHT, AND DID NOT KEEP TO YOUR WORD. THEY MURDERED US, CURSING THE ANGEL WHO FASHIONED US AND HUNG US UP. THEY KEPT FROM US THE LIGHT THAT YOU HAVE APPOINTED FOR ALL.’” (SO IT HAS BEEN PASSED DOWN AND RECEIVED IN THE SCRIPTURES THAT ARE INSPIRED BY GOD.) “MILK FLOWED FROM THE BREASTS OF THE MOTHER, WHICH THEN CONGEALED AND GAVE A STENCH. FROM IT ISSUED TINY FLESH-EATING MONSTERS, WHICH SCURRIED ALL OVER THEM, TURNING AGAINST THEM AND TORMENTING THEM FOREVERMORE ALONG WITH THEIR HUSBANDS, SINCE THEY OVERTHREW THE COMMAND OF GOD AND MURDERED THEIR CHILDREN.” (THIS TEACHES THAT PUNISHMENT COMES AS A RESULT OF SINNING.) “THESE CHILDREN, WHO HAVE BEEN EXPOSED BY THEIR PARENTS, ARE THEN ASSIGNED TO THE ANGEL TEMELOUCHOS, WHO REARS THEM THERE AND NURTURES THEM, CAUSING THEM TO BE LIKE ONE WHO HAS BEEN FAITHFUL FOR A HUNDRED YEARS.” (PETER IN HIS APOCALYPSE SAYS THAT THESE WILL RECEIVE THE BETTER LOT, FOR AFTER RECEIVING THIS KNOWLEDGE, THEY HOPE TO ATTAIN TO A BETTER EXISTENCE, AS IF THEY HAD ALREADY GONE THROUGH THE SUFFERING THEY WOULD HAVE UNDERGONE HAD THEY BEEN ALLOWED TO LIVE OUT A PHYSICAL EXISTENCE. THE 427 OTHERS, BY CONTRAST, WILL BE OFFERED SALVATION AS THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN WRONGED AND WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED MERCY. THEY WILL RECEIVE AS A REWARD AN EXISTENCE THAT IS WITHOUT ANGUISH.) “BUT THOSE WHO KILLED THEM ARE TO ENDURE AN EVERLASTING TORMENT, FOR EVEN THUS IS THE WILL OF GOD. THE PERSECUTORS AND BETRAYERS OF THE RIGHTEOUS (APPT 9A/27 AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND OTHER MEN AND WOMEN STOOD THERE IN FLAMES STRETCHING HALFWAY UP THEIR BODIES. THEN EZRAEL, THE ANGEL OF WRATH, BROUGHT FORWARD THEIR HALF-BLAZING BODIES, AND TOSSED THEM INTO THE HELL OF MANKIND, A BLACK PLACE WHERE THERE EXIST ALL MANNER OF PUNISHMENTS. THERE THEY WERE AFFLICTED BY EVIL (AND) WRATHFUL SPIRITS, WHILE NEVERSLEEPING WORMS GNAWED TIRELESSLY AT THEIR GUTS. THESE WERE THOSE WHO PERSECUTED AND BETRAYED MY RIGHTEOUS ONES. THOSE WHO DOUBT AND BLASPHEME GOD’S WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (APPT 9B/28 AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “NOT FAR FROM THOSE WHO LIVED LIKE THIS WERE OTHER MEN AND WOMEN WHO GNAWED AT THEIR TONGUES (AND) BIT THROUGH THEIR LIPS. THERE THEY WERE BEING TORTURED AND POKED IN THE EYES WITH RED HOT IRONS. THESE WERE THE ONES WHO QUESTIONED AND INSULTED MY WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. THE LIARS WHO KILLED THE MARTYRS (APPT 9C/29 AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND ACROSS THE WAY FROM THESE THERE WERE YET OTHER MEN AND WOMEN WHOSE ACTIONS WERE CARRIED OUT THROUGH DECEPTION. THESE ALL HAD THEIR LIPS SLICED OFF, AND WERE BITING THROUGH THEIR TONGUES. FIRE PASSED INTO THEIR MOUTHS AND ENTERED THEIR GUTS. THESE WERE THE FALSE WITNESSES WHO THROUGH THEIR LIES CAUSED THE MARTYRS TO BE SLAIN. THOSE WHO TRUSTED IN THEIR RICHES (APPT 9D/30 AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND NEAR TO THAT SPOT THERE WAS A PLACE WHERE A PILLAR OF FIRE STOOD 428 SITUATED OVER GLOWING STONES THAT WERE SHARPER THAN ANY SWORD OR SPIT. AND MEN AND WOMEN DRESSED IN RAGS AND FILTHY CLOTHES ARE TOSSED ON THEM, WHERE THEY WRITHE IN AGONY, THAT THEY MIGHT ENDURE THE ETERNAL TORTURE OF JUDGMENT. AND IN THAT PLACE, THERE WERE THE RICH, WHO TRUSTED IN THEIR WEALTH. THEY SHOWED THE WIDOWS, THE ORPHANS AND THEIR MOTHERS NO MERCY, BUT HAVE INSTEAD DESPISED (BOTH) THESE (AND) THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD, IN WHOSE SIGHT <THEY ARE PRECIOUS.> USERERS (APPT 10A/31 AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND NOT FAR FROM THERE WAS THIS GIANT LAKE THAT WAS CHOKED WITH FILTH; DISCHARGE, BLOOD, AND SIMMERING MIRE. AND THEY WERE STANDING THERE UP TO THEIR KNEES IN THE PLACE WHERE THEY TOSS DOWN MEN AND WOMEN WHO LENT MONEY AND DEMANDED A HIGH RATE OF INTEREST. CULTISTS (APPT 10B/32 AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND OTHER MEN AND WOMEN FLUNG THEMSELVES FROM THE HEIGHTS DOWN A STEEP SLOPE. AND WHEN THEY REACHED THE BOTTOM THEIR TORTURERS, THE DEMONS, WOULD DRIVE THESE IDOL WORSHIPPERS TO THEIR WIT’S END. THEY FORCED THEM BACK TO THE PRECIPICE, WHERE THEY ARE AGAIN PUSHED OFF, AND ONCE AGAIN FALL DOWN FROM THERE. AND THEY DO THIS ENDLESSLY, (AND ARE) TORMENTED FOREVER LIKE THIS WITHOUT RESPITE. THESE ARE THE ONES WHO OUT OF DEVOTION TO SOME ‘APOSTLE’ HAVE ALLOWED THEMSELVES TO BE CUT, AND HAVE DEFILED THEIR BODIES BY ACTING AS A WOMAN WITH A MAN, AND THE WOMEN WITH THEM THERE ARE THEY WHO HAVE BEHAVED TOWARD ONE ANOTHER AS A MAN WITH A WOMAN. THE IDOL WORSHIPPERS (APPT 10C/33 AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND BEYOND THESE PEOPLE, OVER BY THE PRECIPICE, <THERE WERE YET OTHERS.> AND BENEATH THEM EZRAEL READIES A GREAT FIRE; A PLACE CONSUMED BY A BLAZING INFERNO, FULL OF ALL MANNER OF GOLD AND SILVER IDOLS, THINGS THAT LOOKED LIKE CATS AND LIONS, REPTILES AND BEASTS; WORKS THAT WERE FASHIONED BY THE HANDS OF MEN. AND THE MEN AND WOMEN 429 WHO HAD FORMED IMAGES IN THE PLACE OF GOD ARE TO REMAIN THERE IN THEIR FIERY CHAINS. AND BECAUSE OF THIS, THEIR ERROR, THESE WILL STAND SCOURGING THEMSELVES IN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT BEFORE THE DECEITFUL IMAGES, AND SUCH IS THEIR JUDGMENT. NOW BESIDE THESE STOOD MEN AND WOMEN WHO WERE HOLDING GLOWING RODS, AND THEY WERE BEATING EACH OTHER WITHOUT REST. THOSE WHO FORSOOK THE WAY OF GOD (APPT 10D/34 AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND CLOSE AT HAND WERE STILL OTHER MEN AND WOMEN WHO WERE BEING ROASTED AND TURNED IN THE FIRE, BAKING AWAY IN THE FLAME OF JUDGMENT AND ITS PERPETUAL TORMENT. THESE ARE THE ONES WHO HAVE UTTERLY RENOUNCED THE WAY OF GOD AND TAKEN INSTEAD TO FOLLOWING DEVILS. THOSE WHO DISHONOR THEIR FATHER [STEPHEN] AND MOTHER [VICTORIA] (APPT 11A) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND THERE WAS THIS OTHER VERY HIGH POSITION. IN THAT PLACE THERE IS A FURNACE AND A BRAZIER, WHERE A GREAT FIRE BLAZES. AND FROM ONE END COMES A FIERY FLAME. THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO TAKE A FALSE STEP GO TUMBLING DOWN TO THAT PLACE OF FEAR. AND ONCE AGAIN, AS THE FIRE THAT IS READIED FOR THEM FLOWS, THEY CLIMB BACK UP ONLY TO FALL BACK DOWN AND RESUME THEIR TUMBLING. AND THEY WILL BE PUNISHED THIS WAY FOREVERMORE. THESE ARE THE ONES WHO HAVE FAILED TO HONOR THEIR FATHER AND MOTHER, BUT HAVE INTENTIONALLY WITHDRAWN FROM THEM. AND IN THIS WAY THEY ARE PUNISHED FOREVER. THOSE WHO DISOBEY THEIR PARENTS AND THEIR ELDERS (APPT 11B) MOUNT OF OLIVES “EZRAEL THE ANGEL THEN BRINGS CHILDREN AND YOUNG WOMEN OVER TO SHOW THEM THE ONES BEING PUNISHED THERE. THEIR PAINFUL PUNISHMENT WILL BE TO BE HUNG UP FOR FLESH-EATING BIRDS TO PECK. THESE ARE THE ONES WHO TRUST IN THEIR SINS, DISOBEY THEIR PARENTS’ COMMANDS, DO NOT FOLLOW THE TEACHINGS OF THEIR FOREBEARS, NOR DO THEY RESPECT THEIR ELDERS. 430 THOSE WHO DID NOT PRESERVE THEIR VIRGINITY (APPT 11C) MOUNT OF OLIVES “NEXT TO THESE WERE YOUNG WOMEN WHO WERE CLOTHED ONLY IN DARKNESS. THEIR PUNISHMENT WILL BE INTENSE AND THEIR FLESH WILL BE RIPPED TO SHREDS. THESE WERE THOSE WHO KEPT NOT THEIR VIRGINITY UNTIL THEY WERE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE, AND THEY WILL FEEL THESE TORMENTS THE WHOLE TIME THEY ARE SUFFERING THEM. DISOBEDIENT SERVANTS (APPT 11D) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AGAIN, THERE WERE THESE OTHER MEN WHO CONSTANTLY GNAWED AT THEIR TONGUES AND WERE BEING TORTURED IN ETERNAL FLAMES. THESE WERE THE SERVANTS WHO DISOBEYED THEIR MASTERS. AND THIS WILL BE THEIR JUDGMENT FOREVER. SELF-RIGHTEOUS HYPOCRITES (APPT 12A) MOUNT OF OLIVES “NOW NOT FAR FROM THIS PLACE OF ANGUISH, THERE WERE MEN AND WOMEN WHO WERE DRESSED IN WHITE WHO COULD NEITHER SEE NOR SPEAK. THESE WERE TIGHTLY PACKED TOGETHER AND DROPPED ON COALS OF INEXTINGUISHABLE FIRE. THESE ARE THE ONES WHO MAKE CHARITABLE DONATIONS AND BOAST, ‘WE ARE RIGHTEOUS IN THE EYES OF GOD,’ THOUGH THEY HAVE NEVER YET LABORED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. THE FIERY STREAM OF JUDGMENT (APPT 12B; SBOR 2:283-312) MOUNT OF OLIVES “THEN EZRAEL, THE ANGEL OF GOD, ALLOWS THEM TO COME FORTH FROM THIS FIRE ONLY TO PRONOUNCE THEIR FINAL JUDGMENT AGAINST THEM. THIS THEN BECOMES THEIR FINAL SENTENCE. AND A FIERY STREAM IS UNLEASHED ON THE CONDEMNED AND THEY ARE CARRIED TO THE MIDST THEREOF, AND URIEL PLACES THEM DOWN THERE.” (NOW THIS RIVER OF FIRE SYMBOLIZES THAT CLOSED DOOR BY WHICH THE UNGODLY ARE TO BE KEPT OUT OF THE KINGDOM, AS DANIEL HAS WRITTEN, AS HAS PETER IN HIS APOCALYPSE. “THAT PARTY OF FOOLISH ONES WILL RISE UP AND FIND THE DOOR SHUT,” REFERS TO THE BLAZING RIVER THAT LIES 431 BEFORE THEM.) “ALSO THERE EXIST FIERY WHEELS WHICH, THROUGH THEIR REVOLUTIONS HOLD THESE MEN AND WOMEN IN SUSPENSION. THESE PEOPLE WILL BE BROUGHT BY GOD’S WRATH NEAR TO THE PILLAR AROUND WHICH AN UNQUENCHABLE FIERY RIVER SWIRLS, AS WILL THE SORCERERS AND THE SORCERESSES WHO ARE THERE WITH THEM. NOW THE ONES WHO BLAZE IN THE PIT ARE THE SORCERERS AND THE SORCERESSES. AND CONCERNING THEIR JUDGMENTS, THESE FLAMING WHEELS ARE NUMBERLESS. NOW THESE ARE TO BE SUDDENLY AND SEVERELY BEATEN WITH FIERY WHIPS FROM ABOVE BY THE ANGELS OF THE ETERNAL GOD, AND BOUND BELOW WITH CHAINS OF FIRE AND UNBREAKABLE BONDS. THEN, IN THAT DARKNESS OF NIGHT, THEY WILL BE HURLED BEFORE DREAD BEASTS OF THE UNDERWORLD, WHERE THE DARKNESS IS INDEED PROFOUND. BUT WHEN THE ANGELS HAVE INFLICTED NUMEROUS PUNISHMENTS ON ALL OF THOSE WHO WERE WICKED OF HEART, A FLAMING MAELSTROM FROM THE MIGHTY RIVER WILL AFTERWARD CLOSE IN ON THEM. (FOR THEY WERE WHOLLY CONSUMED BY EVIL DEEDS.) TO AND FRO WILL THESE ALL HOWL, OFF IN THE DISTANCE, SUFFERING A MOST LAMENTABLE FATE. FATHERS AND NEWBORN CHILDREN, MOTHERS AND INFANTS WEEPING AT THEIR BREAST. THEY WILL NEVER WANT FOR TEARS, NOR WILL THEIR LENGTHY CRIES BE HEARD AS THEY WAIL MOST WRETCHEDLY HERE AND THERE, BUT IN OBSCURITY WILL THEY SHOUT BELOW IN DARK AND DANK TARTARUS. IN UNGODLY PLACES AND BLAZING FIRE WILL THEY PAY THRICE OVER FOR THE EVIL THEY HAVE DONE. ALL OF THESE WILL CLENCH THEIR TEETH AND WITHER AWAY FROM THIRST AND ENDLESS CRUELTY. THEY WILL ALL CRY OUT FOR DEATH, BUT IT WILL ELUDE THEM, FOR NEITHER DEATH NOR DARK OF NIGHT WILL AFFORD THEM ANY RESPITE. THEY WILL FOREVER CRY OUT IN VAIN TO GOD, THE RULER OF HEAVEN, BUT HE WILL CONSPICUOUSLY TURN HIS FACE FROM THEM, FOR HE GAVE SEVEN AGE-DAYS TO AN EVERSTRAYING MANKIND, THAT THEY MIGHT REPENT THROUGH THE INTERCESSION OF THE HOLY VIRGIN. THE RIGHTEOUS BEHOLD THE PUNISHMENT OF THE WICKED (APPT 13) MOUNT OF OLIVES “THE ANGELS THEN BROUGHT FORWARD IN THEIR ARMS MY CHOSEN AND MY RIGHTEOUS ONES, WHO HAVE BEEN MADE PERFECT IN ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS, WEARING ETERNAL LIFE AS THEIR GARMENT. THEY WILL SEE VENGEANCE CARRIED OUT ON THOSE WHO DESPISED THEM EVEN AS THEY UNDERGO HIS 432 PUNISHMENT. ALL OF THEM WILL RECEIVE AN EVERLASTING TORMENT THAT IS IN LINE WITH THEIR OWN ACTIONS. AND THOSE WHO SUFFER WILL CRY AS ONE, ‘SHOW US SOME COMPASSION, FOR NOW WE KNOW WHAT GOD’S JUDGMENT IS, EVEN THOUGH HE WARNED US ALL BEFORE AND WE NEVER LISTENED.’ AND TARTAROUCHOS THE ANGEL WILL COME AND INFLICT EVEN GREATER TORMENTS ON THEM, SAYING, ‘ARE YOU REPENTING NOW, WHEN THERE IS NO TIME TO REPENT? NOTHING MORE IS LEFT OF YOUR LIVES!’ BUT AT THAT TIME THEY WILL ALL CONFESS, ‘RIGHTEOUS IS THE JUDGMENT OF GOD! ALL OF US HAVE HEARD IT NOW, AND CAN PERCEIVE THAT HIS JUDGMENT IS JUST, BEING THAT OUR PUNISHMENT IS IN LINE WITH OUR CRIMES.’” THE APOSTLES’ CONCERN FOR THE SINNERS (EPAP 40-42) MOUNT OF OLIVES “OH LORD,” WE SAID, “HOW TORMENTED WE ARE ON THEIR ACCOUNT!” “THAT IS GOOD,” THE LORD REPLIED, “FOR THE RIGHTEOUS ALSO SHOW CONCERN FOR THE SINNERS--PRAYING AND APPEALING TO GOD MY FATHER [STEPHEN], AND PLEADING WITH HIM.” AND ONCE AGAIN WE SAID TO HIM, “OH LORD, DOES NO ONE SUPPLICATE YOU? HOW IS IT THAT NO ONE FEARS YOU?” BUT HE ANSWERED US, “INDEED I WILL HEARKEN TO THE PRAYERS THAT THE RIGHTEOUS MAKE ON THEIR BEHALF.” AND WHEN HE REVEALED THIS TO US, WE ANSWERED HIM, “OH LORD, THROUGH ALL THAT YOU HAVE SAID TO US, YOU HAVE TRULY INSPIRED US, AND IN SHOWING US MERCY HAVE DELIVERED US, THAT WE MIGHT PREACH IT TO WHOM IT IS RIGHT, TO THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY, AND INDEED WE WILL. BUT WILL WE HAVE OUR REWARD WITH YOU?” BUT HE SIMPLY SAID TO US, “GO OUT AND START PREACHING, AND YOU WILL BECOME GOOD MINISTERS AND SERVANTS.” “BUT LORD,” WE SAID, “YOU ARE EVEN AS A FATHER TO US. YOU WILL BE THE ONE TO PREACH THROUGH US!” AT THAT POINT HE QUESTIONED US, “IS EVERYONE A FATHER, THEN? IS EVERYONE A SERVANT? IS EVERYONE A TEACHER? DO NOT ALL OF YOU BECOME FATHERS OR TEACHERS.” AND AT THAT WE SAID TO HIM, “LORD, DID YOU NOT SAY TO US, ‘DO NOT SPEAK OF ANYONE ON THIS EARTH AS YOUR “FATHER” OR YOUR “MASTER,” FOR YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] IS YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] AND YOUR MASTER.’ NOW WHY ARE YOU TELLING US, ‘LIKE ME, YOU ARE TO BECOME FATHERS TO MANY CHILDREN, AND BRING FORTH TEACHERS AND SERVANTS.’” AND HE ANSWERED US, “WHAT YOU HAVE SAID IS INDEED THE TRUTH. FOR I SAY TO YOU THAT EVERYONE WHO HAS COME TO BELIEVE IN 433 ME BY LISTENING TO YOU; THROUGH YOU WILL HE RECEIVE FROM ME BAPTISM AND THE LIGHT OF THE SEAL THAT IS IN MY HAND. IT IS THROUGH ME THAT YOU WILL BECOME FATHERS AND TEACHERS AS WELL AS SERVANTS.” BUT WE ASKED HIM, “LORD, HOW CAN WE BE EACH OF THESE THREE? HOW CAN IT BE THAT THE THREE SHOULD BE ONE?” “HOW TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU,” HE EXPOUNDED, “YOU WILL BE CALLED FATHERS FIRST OF ALL, BECAUSE FROM YOUR HEART AND OUT OF YOUR COMPASSION, YOU HAVE REVEALED TO THEM THE TEACHINGS OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. SECONDLY, YOU WILL BE CALLED SERVANTS BECAUSE IT IS THROUGH YOU THAT THESE WILL RECEIVE THE BAPTISM OF LIFE AND BY MY HAND THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. AND YOU WILL BE REFERRED TO AS TEACHERS BECAUSE UNGRUDGINGLY HAVE YOU DISCLOSED MY WORD TO THEM. WITHOUT DISTRESS HAVE YOU CAUTIONED THEM AND YOUR REBUKE HAS CAUSED THEM TO REPENT. YOU HAVE NOT FEARED THEIR RICHES NOR RESPECTED THEIR PERSONS, BUT INSTEAD HAVE KEPT MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] COMMAND AND BROUGHT IT TO COMPLETION. AND GREAT IS YOUR REWARD WITH MY HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN], FOR THEY WILL HAVE THEIR SINS FORGIVEN THEM AND THEY WILL LIVE AN ETERNAL LIFE, RECEIVING A SHARE IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.” “OH LORD,” WE SAID, “IF ALL OF US (AND) EACH OF THEM HAD TEN THOUSAND TONGUES WITH WHICH TO SPEAK, WE COULD NOT ADEQUATELY THANK YOU FOR PROMISING SUCH THINGS TO US!” AND HE RESPONDED, “NOW WHAT I HAVE DONE FOR YOU, I SAY, GO AND DO FOR OTHERS TOO.” THE WISE AND THE FOOLISH VIRGINS (EPAP 43-45) MOUNT OF OLIVES “THEN YOU WILL BE EVEN AS THE WISE VIRGINS WHO LIT THE FLAME AND THEN KEPT WATCH; WHO DID NOT SLEEP, BUT WENT WITH THEIR LAMPS TO MEET THEIR LORD, THE BRIDEGROOM, AND HAVE ENTERED INTO THE BRIDAL CHAMBER WITH HIM. BUT THE FOOLISH ONES WHO SPOKE WITH THEM ALL FELL ASLEEP AND PROVED THEMSELVES UNABLE TO.” AND WE ASKED HIM, “LORD, WHO ARE THE WISE AND WHO ARE THE FOOLISH?” AND HE ANSWERED US, “WITH REGARD TO WHAT THE PROPHET HAS SAID, THE FIVE WISE AND THE FIVE FOOLISH ARE CHILDREN--FOR THEY ARE THE DAUGHTERS OF GOD. NOW ALLOW MANKIND TO HEAR THEIR NAMES.” BUT WE WERE DOWNCAST AND ANXIOUS, WEEPING FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO HAD FALLEN ASLEEP (AND) BEEN SHUT OUT. AND HE REVEALED TO US, “THE FIVE WHO ARE WISE ARE FAITH, LOVE, GRACE, PEACE 434 AND HOPE. WHENEVER THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN ME COME INTO POSSESSION OF THESE, THEY WILL BECOME GUIDES TO OTHERS WHO BELIEVE IN ME AND IN HIM WHO SENT ME. I AM BOTH THE LORD AND THE BRIDEGROOM, WHOM THEY HAVE ACCEPTED. THEY HAVE GONE WITH ME INTO THE BRIDEGROOM’S HOUSE AND HAVE LAID DOWN WITH ME IN MY BRIDAL CHAMBER AND REJOICED. BUT THE FIVE FOOLISH ONES SLEPT, AND WHEN THEY WOKE UP, THEY CAME TO THE BRIDEGROOM’S HOUSE AND KNOCKED AT THE DOOR, FOR BY THEN IT HAD BEEN SHUT TIGHT. THEN ALL OF THEM WEPT AND MOURNED BECAUSE THE DOORS HAD BEEN SECURED AND THEY WERE NOT BEING OPENED TO THEM.” BUT WE QUESTIONED HIM, “LORD, WHAT ABOUT THEIR WISE SISTERS WHO ARE THERE IN THE BRIDEGROOM’S HOME? DID THEY SIMPLY SIT INSIDE AND NOT OPEN IT FOR THEM? DID THEY NOT FEEL SORRY FOR THEM OR BEG THE BRIDEGROOM TO OPEN UP TO THEM?” “OF COURSE, THEY ARE SAD AND ANXIOUS FOR THEM,” HE SAID. “EVEN SO, NO MATTER HOW THEY PLEAD WITH THE GROOM, IT AVAILS THEM NOTHING, FOR THEY CANNOT AFFORD ANY GRACE TO THESE OTHERS.” “OH LORD,” WE ASKED, “WHEN WILL THE DAY COME FOR THEM TO BE LET IN FOR THEIR SISTER’S SAKE?” AND HE RESPONDED, “WHOEVER IS SHUT OUT REMAINS SHUT OUT.” AND WE SAID TO HIM, “WE HAVE UNDERSTOOD THIS WORD OF YOURS, OH LORD, (BUT) IS THIS TRULY BINDING? WHO THEN ARE THESE FOOLISH ONES?” “LISTEN UP,” HE SAID TO THEM, “THESE ARE THEIR NAMES; WISDOM, KNOWLEDGE, OBEDIENCE, PERSEVERANCE AND MERCY. THESE HAVE LIED DORMANT IN THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN ME AND ACKNOWLEDGED ME. BUT SINCE THOSE WHO SLEPT FAILED TO KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, THEY ARE TO REMAIN OUTSIDE OF THE KINGDOM AND FOLD OF THE SHEPHERD AND HIS SHEEP- -AND WHOEVER REMAINS OUTSIDE THE SHEEPFOLD GETS EATEN BY WOLVES. AND EVEN THOUGH HE HEARS, HE WILL NONETHELESS BE JUDGED--AND FOR THIS REASON SUFFER DEATH. HE WILL UNDERGO MUCH SUFFERING, MISERY, AND HARDSHIP. REST WILL ELUDE HIM AND HE WILL BE UNABLE TO PERSEVERE. AND THOUGH HIS SUFFERING IS ACUTE AND HE IS CUT TO SHREDS, TORN (AND) TORTURED BY HIS PROLONGED AND PAINFUL PUNISHMENT, HIS WILL TRULY BE A SLOW (AND) AGONIZING DEATH.” AND WE SAID TO HIM, “LORD, HOW WELL YOU HAVE REVEALED ALL THINGS TO US.” AND HE RESPONDED, “DO YOU UNDERSTAND THESE WORDS OF MINE?” “YES, LORD,” WE ALL AFFIRMED. “IT IS THROUGH THESE (FIRST) FIVE THAT THEY HOPE TO GAIN ACCESS TO YOUR KINGDOM, AND THROUGH THE FIVE WHO ARE SHUT OUT THAT THEY ARE TO 435 REMAIN OUTSIDE. EVEN SO, OH LORD AND BRIDEGROOM, BECAUSE OF THOSE WHO FELL ASLEEP, THOSE WHO KEPT WATCH AND GOT TO BE WITH YOU WILL NEVER REJOICE.” AND AT THAT HE SAID TO US, “THEY WILL REJOICE IN THAT THEY HAVE GONE IN WITH THE LORD AND BRIDEGROOM, BUT THOSE WHO SLEPT ARE THEIR SISTERS, SO THEY WILL INDEED BE GRIEVED ON THEIR ACCOUNT. NOW GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] DOES HAVE TEN DAUGHTERS.” “OH LORD,” WE SAID, “HOW TRULY IT BEFITS YOUR GREATNESS THAT YOU SHOULD SHOWER GRACE ON THESE, THEIR SISTERS.” AND HE RESPONDED, “THIS WAS NOT YOUR OWN IDEA, BUT THAT OF HIM WHO SENT ME HERE, AND I AGREE WITH HIM!” THE SINNERS RELEASED FROM HADES (APPT 14A; SBOR 2:313-338; JUDE 22,23) MOUNT OF OLIVES “BUT AS FOR THEIR COUNTERPARTS, THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTED IN JUSTICE AND RIGHTEOUS DEEDS, HOLINESS AND TRULY UPRIGHT THINKING, ANGELS WILL RAISE THEM FROM THE BURNING STREAM AND DELIVER THEM UNTO THE LIGHT-- EVEN TO THE CAREFREE REALM, WHEREIN LIES THE PATH OF IMMORTALITY OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD AND THE THREE SPRINGS: OF WINE, OF HONEY, AND OF MILK. THEN THE WORLD WILL BELONG THE SAME TO ALL, WITH NO WALLS OR FENCES TO DIVIDE THEM. IT WILL THEN, OF ITS OWN, BRING FORTH FRUIT IN A MUCH GREATER ABUNDANCE. PEOPLE WILL LIVE THEIR LIVES AS ONE, AND WEALTH WILL BE DISTRIBUTED EVENLY. IN THAT PLACE THERE WILL BE NO ‘RICH’ OR ‘POOR,’ NEITHER DESPOT, NOR ANY SLAVE. THERE WILL, MOREOVER, EXIST AT THAT TIME NEITHER THE COMMON NOR THE EMINENT; NEITHER SOVEREIGN NOR HEAD OF STATE, FOR ALL WILL BE ON THE SAME LEVEL WITH ONE ANOTHER. IT WILL NO LONGER BE SAID THAT ‘NIGHT HAS FALLEN’ OR THAT ‘SOMETHING WILL HAPPEN TOMORROW’ OR THAT ‘SOMETHING HAPPENED YESTERDAY,’ NOR WILL THERE BE DAYS AT ALL TO THINK ABOUT. NEITHER WILL THERE BE ANY SPRING OR SUMMER, BUYING OR SELLING, DUSK OR DAWN, FOR HE WILL MAKE IT ALL AS ONE LONG DAY. TO ALL OF THESE, HIS RIGHTEOUS ONES, THE ETERNAL GOD WHO GOVERNS ALL, WILL GRANT THEM SOMETHING FURTHER STILL: WHEN THEY ASK HIM TO RESCUE MANKIND FROM THE UNQUENCHABLE FIRE AND PERPETUAL GRINDING OF TEETH, HE WILL GIVE THEM WHAT THEY LONG FOR, AND THIS IS DEFINITE. I WILL THEN DELIVER OUT OF TORMENT WHOMSOEVER MY RIGHTEOUS AND ELECT ONES SHOULD ASK OF ME.” (BE COMPASSIONATE TO THOSE WHO DOUBT, BUT OTHERS YOU MUST DRAG FROM THE FIRE, DESPISING EVEN THE GARMENT THAT IS TAINTED 436 BY THE FLESH.) “(AND) IF ANYONE SHOULD CRY TO ME IN THEIR AFFLICTION, I WILL GRANT THEM TO GOD. BEHOLD, HE WILL HIMSELF PLUCK THEM FROM THE UNDYING FIRE AND SET THEM IN ANOTHER PLACE, EVEN INTO ANOTHER ETERNAL REALM WHERE THEY WILL LIVE FOREVER WITH THE IMMORTAL ONES. THEN I WILL GIVE MY RIGHTEOUS AND ELECT ONES THE PRECIOUS BAPTISM AND THE SALVATION FOR WHICH THEY HAVE PLEADED WITH ME, THERE IN THAT DEEP AND ABIDING ACHERUSIAN LAKE, WHERE HE HAS THE BROAD WAVES, (AND) WHICH IS REFERRED TO BY MEN AS THE ELYSIAN FIELD; AND ALL OF THIS FOR THE SAKE OF HIS OWN. AND THEIR PORTION WILL BE WITH MY RIGHTEOUS ONES, WHO WILL BE ADORNED WITH FLOWERS; AND I WILL GO <TO THEM> AND REJOICE WITH THEM. THEN I WILL TRAVEL ON TO MY ETERNAL REALM EXULTING WITH THE PATRIARCHS AND MY ELECT. I WILL FULFILL THE PROMISES THAT MY HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] AND I HAVE MADE TO THEM. THE GENTILES ALSO WILL I CAUSE TO ENTER MY ETERNAL REALM. MY FATHER [STEPHEN] AND I WILL REVEAL ALL THAT I HAVE PROMISED TO GIVE TO THEM IN ALL OF ITS ETERNITY.” EXHORTATION TO PREACH (EPAP 46-50; TRADITIONS OF MATTHIAS, QUOTE BY CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, STROMATEIS 3.4.26, 7.13.82) MOUNT OF OLIVES “ALL OF YOU, VENTURE FORTH! TEACH AND PREACH IN A CLEAR AND TRUTHFUL MANNER. STAND YOUR GROUND BEFORE ALL MEN AND DON’T DEFER TO ANYONE. SHOW NEITHER ANY FEAR OF, NOR RESPECT FOR ANYONE, BUT MOST ESPECIALLY THE RICH, FOR THEY WILL BE FOUND NOT TO HAVE FOLLOWED MY COMMANDS, BUT TO HAVE REVELED IN THEIR WEALTH INSTEAD.” “LORD,” WE ASKED HIM, “DOES THIS APPLY TO THE RICH ALONE?” AND HE REPLIED, “IF SOMEONE SHOULD HAVE BUT A LITTLE SUBSTANCE, AND NOT BE WEALTHY, SHOULD HE GIVE TO THE NEEDY AND NOT DENY THE POOR SOUL WHO HAS NOTHING, I AM TELLING YOU THAT MEN WILL CALL HIM A HUMANITARIAN. BUT IF THAT ONE SHOULD STUMBLE UNDER THE BURDEN OF THE SINS HE HAS COMMITTED, AND SHOULD DO HIS NEIGHBOR WRONG, THEN FOR THE SAKE OF THE KINDNESS THAT THIS PERSON HAS SHOWN HIS NEIGHBOR, HIS NEIGHBOR OUGHT TO ADMONISH HIM. NOW AFTER HIS NEIGHBOR HAS REBUKED HIM AND HE HAS REPENTED, HE WILL BE SAVED, AND THE ONE WHO REPROVED HIM WILL HAVE ENDLESS LIFE AS HIS REWARD. BUT IF A NEEDY PERSON SHOULD SEE SOMEONE WHO HAS DONE SOME GOOD FOR HIM 437 SINNING AWAY, AND HE DOES NOT REBUKE HIM (BUT) ENCOURAGES HIM (INSTEAD,) SUCH A ONE WILL BE SEVERELY JUDGED, FOR ONE BLIND MAN WHO LEADS ANOTHER WILL CAUSE THEM BOTH TO FALL INTO A DITCH. YOU SEE, BOTH THE RESPECTED AND THE ONE WHO RESPECTS, ENCOURAGED AND ENCOURAGER ALIKE ARE TO BE PUNISHED WITH THE SAME PUNISHMENT.” (FOR THEY SAY THAT IN THE TRADITIONS OF MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE IT ALWAYS SAYS, ‘SHOULD THE NEIGHBOR OF ONE WHO IS CHOSEN SIN, THE CHOSEN ONE HAS SINNED AS WELL. YOU SEE, HAD HE CONFORMED HIMSELF TO THE TEACHING OF THE WORD, THEN HIS NEIGHBOR WOULD HAVE BEEN TOO ASHAMED OF HIS LIFESTYLE TO LIVE OUT ANY LIFE OF SIN.’ MATTHIAS ALSO TAUGHT THAT WE OUGHT NOT TO GIVE OURSELVES LICENSE TO INDULGE IN SENSUAL DELIGHTS, BUT THAT WE OUGHT RATHER TO CLASH WITH THE FLESH AND ALLOW THE SOUL TO MATURE THROUGH A FAITH THAT IS MINGLED WITH KNOWLEDGE.) “AND EVEN AS THE PROPHET HAS SPOKEN, ‘THOSE WHOSE BELLY IS THEIR GOD, WHO ENCOURAGE A PERSON TO SIN, WHO HOLD A SINNER IN REGARD, JUSTIFYING THE UNGODLY FOR SOME KIND OF REWARD, ARE ACCURSED--ONE AND ALL.’ NOW DO YOU SEE HOW THE JUDGMENT WILL BE. RECOGNIZE THAT A JUDGMENT AWAITS THEM. YOU CAN BE SURE THAT ON THAT DAY, I WILL NEITHER FEAR THE RICH, NOR WILL I GO EASY ON THE POOR. “IF YOU ARE A WITNESS TO ANOTHER’S SIN, THEN JUST BETWEEN THE TWO OF YOU, MAKE PLAIN TO HIM WHERE HE IS WRONG, BECAUSE IF HE SHOULD LISTEN TO YOU, THEN YOU WILL HAVE WON HIM OVER! NEVERTHELESS, IF HE SHOULD NOT HEED YOUR REBUKE, THEN BRING ALONG ANOTHER ONE, OR EVEN TWO IF IT SHOULD COME TO THAT. CORRECT YOUR BROTHER (AND) OFFER HIM GUIDANCE! BUT IF AFTER ALL THAT HE STILL WILL NOT LISTEN, THEN MARK HIM AS, AND TREAT HIM LIKE A GENTILE OR A TAX-COLLECTOR. “SHOULD YOU HEAR SOMETHING ABOUT YOUR BROTHER, DO NOT GIVE IT ANY CREDIT. DO NOT SLANDER ANYONE AND DO NOT LONG TO HEAR IT FROM OTHERS, BECAUSE IT STANDS WRITTEN: ‘LET NOT YOUR EAR EVER HEARKEN TO SLANDER.’ IF YOU HAVE SEEN SOMETHING, THEN DENOUNCE IT; CORRECT AND CONVERT HIM.” “OH LORD,” WE SAID, “YOU HAVE GIVEN US INSTRUCTION AND EXHORTATIONS IN ALL THINGS. EVEN SO, LORD, OUGHT THERE TO BE DISSENSIONS AND DISPUTES, COVETOUSNESS AND TURMOIL, HATRED AND ANGER AMONG THE FAITHFUL WHO BELIEVE IN THE PREACHING OF YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]? FOR YOU HAVE SAID, ‘THEY WILL FAULT A PERSON WITHOUT TAKING THEIR CHARACTER INTO ACCOUNT.’ ARE THESE 438 NOT SINNING BY DESPISING THE ONE WHO HAS CORRECTED THEM?” AND HE ANSWERED US, “TELL ME AGAIN WHY THE JUDGMENT IS COMING? IS IT NOT SO THAT THE WHEAT MIGHT MAKE IT INTO THE BARN AND THE CHAFF, INTO THE FIRE? <THAT IS HOW IT GOES WITH THOSE> WHO HAVE THIS KIND OF HATE. AS FOR THE ONE WHO LOVES ME AND REPROVES THOSE WHO DO NOT CARRY OUT MY COMMANDMENTS, HE WILL BE DESPISED FOR IT, AND WILL THEREFORE SUFFER PERSECUTION. MEN WILL DESPISE AND RIDICULE THEM. AND AS IF THAT WERE NOT ENOUGH, THEY WILL ALSO DELIBERATELY SAY WHAT IS UNTRUE. A CONSPIRACY WILL ARISE AGAINST THOSE WHO LOVE ME. BUT THESE WILL REPROVE THEM, WITH AN EYE TOWARD GAINING THEIR SALVATION. BUT ANYONE WHO POINTS OUT ANY OF THEIR MISDEEDS AND SEEKS TO CORRECT THEM AND EXHORT THEM WILL FIRST BE HATED, THEN AVOIDED, AND ULTIMATELY SET AT NOUGHT. ALSO ANYONE SEEKING TO RENDER THEM ANY ASSISTANCE WILL BE KEPT FROM DOING SO. BUT WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THOSE WHO HAVE SUFFERED THIS ARE TO RANK AS MARTYRS. YOU SEE, THEY WERE EAGER TO SEE RIGHTEOUSNESS CARRIED OUT, AND WERE NOT MOTIVATED BY SOME KIND OF CORRUPTIBLE ZEAL.” AND WE ASKED HIM, “WILL SUCH A THING TAKE PLACE EVEN IN OUR MIDST?” AND HE ANSWERED US, “DO NOT FEAR THE GREATER PART, BUT WATCH FOR WHAT A FEW WILL DO.” “TELL US WHAT YOU MEAN,” WE ASKED. AND HE SAID, “ANOTHER TEACHING WILL ARISE; A CONTROVERSY. NOW SEEKING ONLY TO GLORIFY THEMSELVES, THEY WILL COME TO PUT FORTH WORTHLESS DOCTRINE. NOW THIS WILL GIVE RISE TO A FATAL ERROR, WHICH WILL TEACH EVEN THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN ME TO TURN AWAY FROM MY COMMAND, AND LEAD THEM FROM ETERNAL LIFE. DAMN ALL THOSE WHO TWIST MY WORDS AND FORSAKE MY COMMAND FOR THEIR OWN ENDS, AND DAMN THEM ALL WHO GIVE THEM A HEARING, AND ALL WHO REJECT THE LIFE-GIVING COMMANDMENT, FOR THEY ARE TO SHARE IN THEIR ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. EXHORTATION TO PETER (APPT 14B/1-3 AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND PETER, I HAVE SPOKEN ALL OF THIS TO YOU, AND EXPOUNDED IT, CAUSING YOU TO UNDERSTAND IT. GO WEST THEREFORE, OUT TO THAT CITY THAT RULES OVER THE WEST, AND TO THAT VINEYARD TO WHICH I WILL DIRECT YOU. <‘SHOW THEM> BY THE HAND OF MY SINLESS SON THAT EVEN NOW HIS WORK <IS DONE, THAT THE CHILDREN> OF DESTRUCTION MIGHT BE MADE HOLY.’ BUT 439 YOU ARE THE ONE WHO HAS BEEN CHOSEN IN THE HOPE THAT I HAVE GIVEN YOU. GO IN PEACE AND SPREAD MY GOSPEL THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. DRINK THE CUP WHICH I HAVE FORETOLD YOU MUST DRINK AT THE HAND OF THE SON OF HIM WHO IS IN HADES, THAT HIS DESTRUCTION MIGHT COME, AND THAT YOU MIGHT BE MADE WORTHY OF THE PROMISE. WHEN PEOPLE COME TO SEE THE SOURCE OF MY WORD, WHICH IS IN FACT THE HOPE OF LIFE, THE WHOLE WORLD WILL SUDDENLY BE CARRIED OFF. “BUT THERE WILL BE MANY FALSE PROPHETS AMONG THEM. THESE PEOPLE WILL PUT FORTH DIVERGENT TEACHINGS AND DOCTRINES OF PERDITION, AND WILL THUS BECOME THE CHILDREN THEREOF. AFTER THAT, GOD WILL COME TO MY FAITHFUL ONES WHO HUNGER AND THIRST, SUFFERING AFFLICTION AND THE TRIAL OF THEIR SOULS IN THIS LIFE.” A VISION OF THE RIGHTEOUS (LUKE 24:50B-51A; ACTS 1:9; APPT 15-17A,18/4-20 AKHMIM) MOUNT OF OLIVES “AND MY LORD AND KING JESUS CHRIST SAID TO ME, ‘LET US CLIMB THIS HOLY MOUNT.’ AND WE, HIS TWELVE DISCIPLES WENT UP, BEGGING AND PLEADING WITH HIM TO REVEAL TO US EVEN ONE OF OUR RIGHTEOUS BRETHREN WHO HAD DEPARTED FROM THIS WORLD, THAT WE MIGHT HAVE A LOOK AT THEM AND SEE THEIR FORM FOR OURSELVES, THAT WE THROUGH OUR BOLDNESS MIGHT ENCOURAGE THOSE WHO SHOULD HEAR US. AND AT HIS TRANSFIGURATION, THE LORD SHOWED (ME,) PETER, AND ALSO JAMES AND JOHN, THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE, THE CLOTHING OF THE FINAL DAYS, THE DAY OF THE RESURRECTION. NOW BEHOLD, EVEN AS WE WERE PRAYING, THESE TWO MEN APPEARED TO US, STANDING THERE BEFORE THE LORD, BUT WE WERE NOT ABLE TO LOOK THEIR WAY AND SEE THEIR FACES, FOR THEY BEAMED FORTH EVEN MORE LIGHT THAN THE SUN. THEIR GARMENTS WERE LUMINOUS BEYOND WORDS, AND BEYOND COMPARE, SUCH AS HAS NEVER BEEN SEEN BY ANY MAN IN THIS WORLD. THE GENTLENESS THEREOF NO MOUTH CAN EXPRESS, NOR CAN ANY HEART CONCEIVE OF THE GLORY OF THEIR ADORNMENT OR THE BEAUTY OF THEIR FACES. ASTONISHING AND WONDERFUL WAS THEIR APPEARANCE. THE GREATER ONE, I WOULD VENTURE TO SAY, SHONE MORE IN HIS BRILLIANCE THAN A CRYSTAL. AND WE WERE ALL AMAZED AT THE SIGHT OF THEM. THEIR BODIES WERE EVEN WHITER THAN SNOW, AND HAD A REDNESS SURPASSING ANY ROSE. THAT 440 REDNESS, MOREOVER, WAS MINGLED WITH THE WHITENESS THEREOF. IT IS SIMPLY NOT POSSIBLE FOR ME TO PUT THEIR BEAUTY INTO WORDS. THEY HAD CURLY HAIR THAT FRAMED THEIR FACES AND SHOULDERS IN A DELIGHTFUL MANNER. AND AROUND THEIR FOREHEADS THERE WAS A CROWN OF NARD--LIKE A GARLAND WOVEN OUT OF NARD BLOSSOMS--AND BEAUTIFUL BLOOMS OF DIFFERENT HUES, LIKE A RAINBOW ON THE WATER, (OR) IN THE AIR WAS [THEIR] HAIR; SO FINELY FASHIONED WAS THEIR FORM, AND [THEY] WERE DECKED OUT IN ALL MANNER OF ORNAMENTATION. AND WHEN WE LOOKED ON THEM IN ALL OF THEIR SPLENDOR WE MARVELED IN THEIR PRESENCE, AND WE WERE STARTLED BY THEIR SUDDEN APPEARANCE. “AND I WENT UP TO OUR LORD GOD JESUS CHRIST AND ASKED, ‘WHO ARE THESE, MY LORD?’ AND HE ANSWERED ME, ‘THESE ARE YOUR RIGHTEOUS BRETHREN, MOSES AND ELIJAH, THE ONES WHOSE FORM YOU WISHED TO SEE.’ THEN I ASKED HIM, ‘WHERE THEN ARE ABRAHAM, ISAAC, JACOB AND THE OTHER HOLY PATRIARCHS? AND WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THAT WORLD IN WHICH THESE WHO HAVE SUCH GLORY DWELL?’ THE LORD THEN REVEALED TO US THIS EXPANSIVE, OTHERWORLDLY KIND OF SETTING, WHERE ALL THINGS EMANATED LIGHT--A PARADISE IN THE EAST CHOSEN FOR ADAM BY GOD. THE AIR IN THAT PLACE WAS CHARGED WITH SHIMMERING SUNLIGHT AND PLANTS OF EXQUISITE BEAUTY, AND WAS ACCOMPANIED BY THE FRAGRANCE OF PERFUME--AND I SAW THERE MANY FRUITS. THIS GARDEN, THE EARTH, WAS BURSTING WITH UNFADING FLOWERS--REDOLENT OF SPICES AND PLANTS THAT BLOSSOM GLORIOUSLY; NEVER FADING, AND BRINGING FORTH BLESSED FRUITS. THE FLOWERS IN THAT LAND GAVE OFF SUCH A WONDERFUL FRAGRANCE THAT WHEN RELEASED FROM THERE, IT CARRIED OVER TO WHERE WE WERE. THOSE WHO WERE LIVING IN THAT REALM WORE THE SHINING CLOTHES OF ANGELS, AND THEIR CLOTHING MATCHED THE ATMOSPHERE OF THIS, THEIR HOME. IN THAT REGION, ANGELS WALKED AMONG THEM. ALL WHO LIVED IN THAT PLACE WERE AS GLORIOUS AS THE OTHERS THERE. AND IN THE BLESSEDNESS OF THAT EXPANSE, THEY PRAISED THE LORD GOD WITH A COMMON VOICE. AND MY LORD AND GOD JESUS CHRIST ASKED ME, ‘DO YOU RECOGNIZE THE CONGREGATION OF THE PATRIARCHS? THIS IS WHERE YOUR BROTHERS, THE HIGH PRIESTS AND THE RIGHTEOUS ONES, DWELL. THOSE WHO ARE TO SUFFER PERSECUTION FOR THE SAKE OF MY RIGHTEOUSNESS ARE TO RECEIVE BOTH HONOR AND GLORY, AND COME TO ENJOY THIS VERY REPOSE.’ “AND I REJOICED AND BELIEVED AND CAME TO RECOGNIZE WHAT WAS 441 WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF MY LORD JESUS CHRIST. AND I ASKED HIM, ‘LORD, WOULD YOU HAVE ME BUILD THREE TABERNACLES HERE; ONE FOR YOU, ONE FOR MOSES, AND ANOTHER FOR ELIJAH?’ AND IN ANGER HE REPLIED, ‘SATAN BATTLES AGAINST YOU AND HAS VEILED YOUR UNDERSTANDING, FOR YOU ARE OVERWHELMED BY THE THINGS OF THIS WORLD. YOUR EYES MUST BE OPENED, AND YOUR EARS UNSTOPPED THAT <YOU MIGHT COME TO SEE> A TENT THAT HAS NOT BEEN FASHIONED BY THE HANDS OF MEN, BUT ONE WHICH MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS MADE ESPECIALLY FOR MYSELF AND MY CHOSEN ONES. [AT MY] COMING, (JESUS SAID,) [I] WILL RAISE UP THE DEAD…AND CAUSE MY RIGHTEOUS ONES TO SHINE EVEN SEVEN TIMES BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN. THEIR CROWNS I WILL CAUSE TO GLEAM LIKE CRYSTAL, LIKE A RAINBOW IN THE TIME OF RAIN. PERFUMED WITH NARD AND BEYOND ALL WORDS WILL BE <THEIR CROWNS,> FULLY BEJEWELED WITH RUBIES AND THE GLEAMING OF SHINING EMERALDS, TOPAZES, PRECIOUS STONES AND YELLOW PEARLS THAT SHINE FORTH LIKE THE STARS OF HEAVEN AND THE RAYS OF THE SUN--ALL OF THEM COMPLETELY DAZZLING, AND IMPOSSIBLE TO LOOK UPON.’ AND WE WERE OVERJOYED AT THE SIGHT.” AND WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN THESE THINGS TO US AND ENDED HIS DISCOURSE WITH US, ONCE AGAIN HE SAID TO US, “NOW BEHOLD, (RECALL THAT I SAID,) ‘AFTER THREE DAYS AND THREE HOURS, HE WHO SENT ME WILL COME AND TAKE ME WITH HIM.’ THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS COMMITTED THE JUDGMENT OF ALL THINGS TO THE SON. HAVE YOU UNDERSTOOD MY WORDS TO YOU, (PETER)? IT IS FOR YOU, TO KNOW THIS MYSTERY, BUT YOU MUST NOT LET THE SINNERS KNOW WHAT YOU HAVE HEARD ME SAY, FOR IF YOU DO, THEY WILL ONLY SIN THE MORE AND FALL INTO EVEN GREATER TRANSGRESSION. MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL GRANT LIFE TO ALL MEN, GIVING ALL THIS GLORY TO THEM, AS WELL AS THE KINGDOM THAT NEVER PASSES. I COME FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN ME. AND IT IS ALSO BECAUSE OF THESE WHO BELIEVED IN ME THAT UPON THEIR REQUEST, I WILL SHOW MERCY TO ALL OF MANKIND.” AND EVEN AS THEY LOOKED ON, HE RAISED HIS HANDS AND BLESSED THEM. JUST THEN THERE WAS THUNDER AND LIGHTNING AND SHAKING OF THE EARTH, (AND) A VOICE FROM HEAVEN WAS HEARD TO DECLARE, “THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I REJOICE, AND MY COMMANDMENTS: HEAR HIM.” (AND GROWING FEARFUL, WE COMPLETELY LOST SIGHT OF THE THINGS OF THIS LIFE, AND ALL OF THE THINGS OF THE FLESH AS WELL. AND WE HAD NO WAY OF UNDERSTANDING THE THINGS ABOUT WHICH WE HAD BEEN SPEAKING, 442 BOTH BECAUSE OF THE WONDERS THAT WE HAD SEEN ON THAT DAY, AS WELL AS THE WAY IN WHICH HE HAD REVEALED HIS SECOND COMING TO US ON THAT MOUNTAIN, TOGETHER WITH THE KINGDOM THAT ENDURES FOREVER.) AND EVEN AS HE WAS BLESSING THEM, HE WAS TAKEN UP FROM AMONG THEM AND CARRIED INTO HEAVEN. A BRIGHT AND ENORMOUS WHITE CLOUD FORMED OVERHEAD AND BORE AWAY OUR LORD, WITH MOSES AND ELIJAH. AND [WE] STOOD THERE TREMBLING WITH FRIGHT, BUT WE ALL LOOKED UPWARD AND SAW THE SKY SPREADING APART. WE COULD SEE FLESH-BEARING MEN APPROACHING AND WELCOMING OUR LORD, ALONG WITH MOSES AND ELIJAH. AND WE HEARD THE VOICES OF MANY ANGELS AS THEY REJOICED AND PROCLAIMED, “OH PRIEST, GATHER US IN YOUR GLORIOUS LIGHT.” AND AS THEY WERE APPROACHING THE HEAVENLY FIRMAMENT, WE HEARD HIM SAY, “GO IN PEACE!” AND THE FACES OF THE ANGELS THERE SURPASS EVEN THE SHINING OF THE SUN, AND THEIR CROWNS ARE EVEN AS THE RAINBOW IN THE TIME OF RAIN. (THEY ARE ALL) PERFUMED WITH NARD, AND THEIR EYES GLEAM LIKE THE MORNING STAR. THERE ARE NO WORDS TO EXPRESS A BEAUTY LIKE THEIRS. THEIR CLOTHES ARE NOT WOVEN, BUT ARE WHITE LIKE THE FULLER’S, EVEN AS THE ONES THAT I, (PETER,) SAW ON THE MOUNTAIN WHERE MOSES AND ELIJAH WERE. THE ASCENSION (MARK 16:19-20; LUKE 24:51B-53; ACTS 1:10-11; REV 1:7; APPT 17B; ASIS 11:3B-33) MOUNT OF OLIVES, THE SEVEN HEAVENS THE LORD SENT FORTH HIS TWELVE APOSTLES AS HE ROSE INTO THE SKY, BUT HE WAS NOT CHANGED INTO THE FORM OF THE ANGELS THERE. SATAN HIMSELF, AND THE ANGELS OF THAT FIRMAMENT SAW HIM THERE AND WORSHIPED HIM. AND GREAT WAS THE ANGUISH IN THAT PLACE, AS THEY CRIED OUT, “HOW DID OUR LORD COME DOWN HERE TO OUR SPHERE AND WE NOT NOTICE HIS GREATNESS, SEEING IN HIM THAT HE WAS THE KING OF GLORY? ONLY NOW DO WE RECOGNIZE THAT THIS WAS THE MAJESTY THAT WAS ON HIM EVEN FROM THE SIXTH HEAVEN.” THEN THEY ENTERED INTO THE SECOND HEAVEN, AND HE WAS NOT TRANSFORMED THERE, BUT ALL OF THE ANGELS, THOSE TO THE RIGHT, THOSE TO THE LEFT, AS WELL AS THE THRONE THAT WAS IN THE MIDST, WORSHIPED HIM AND OFFERED HIM PRAISE, SAYING, “HOW DID OUR LORD CONCEAL HIMSELF ON HIS WAY DOWN AND WE NOT SEE IT?” AND IN LIKE FASHION DID HE RISE UP INTO 443 THE THIRD HEAVEN, AND AFTER THIS SAME PATTERN DID THEY PRAISE HIM AND SPEAK. AND THROUGH THE FOURTH AND THE FIFTH HEAVENS, THE ANGELS ALL SPOKE IN PRECISELY THE SAME MANNER. THERE WAS BUT ONE GLORY, AND HE WAS NOT CHANGED. AND I, (ISAIAH,) BEHELD HIS ENTRY INTO THE SIXTH HEAVEN, THAT THEY WORSHIPED HIM THERE AND OFFERED HIM PRAISE. EVEN SO, THE PRAISES GREW LOUDER IN EACH OF THE HEAVENS. THEN I WITNESSED HIS ASCENT INTO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, WHERE ALL OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND ALL OF THE ANGELS SANG HIS PRAISES. THEN I WATCHED HIM AS HE TOOK HIS SEAT TO THE RIGHT HAND OF THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS GOD, WHOSE GLORY I TOLD YOU I COULD NOT SO MUCH AS LOOK UPON. AND I SAW THE ANGEL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT SEATED THERE AND TO THE LEFT. THIS FULFILLED THE WORD OF SCRIPTURE THAT SAYS, “THIS GENERATION SEEKS THE FACE OF THE GOD OF JACOB.” AND IN HEAVEN THERE WAS GREAT ALARM AND AMAZEMENT. THE ANGELS ALL FLOCKED TOGETHER TO FULFILL THE SCRIPTURE THAT SAYS, “OH YOU PRINCES, OPEN THE GATES!” (THEN HE) VANISHED FROM THEIR SIGHT. AND EVEN AS THEY WERE GAZING INTENTLY UPWARD, TWO MEN IN WHITE CLOTHES STOOD BY THEM AND QUESTIONED THEM, “OH MEN OF GALILEE, WHY ARE YOU STANDING HERE STARING UP INTO THE HEAVENS? THIS JESUS, WHO WAS TAKEN UP FROM AMONG YOU AND RECEIVED AGAIN INTO HEAVEN, WILL RETURN IN THE SAME MANNER AS YOU SAW HIM RISE UP INTO THE SKY.” (BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH CLOUDS, AND EVERY EYE WILL LOOK ON HIM, EVEN THOSE WHO PIERCED HIM; AND ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH WILL MOURN ON HIS ACCOUNT. EVEN SO, AMEN!) THEN THE HEAVENS, WHICH HAD BEEN OPENED, WERE SHUT BACK UP. THEY WORSHIPED HIM (AND) SAID A PRAYER AND WENT BACK DOWN THE MOUNTAINSIDE PRAISING GOD, WHO HAS THE NAMES OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONES WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE, WHICH IS IN HEAVEN. AND THEY WENT JOYFULLY BACK INTO JERUSALEM, REMAINING IN THE TEMPLE, AND PRAISING GOD CEASELESSLY. AND AFTER RECEIVING THEIR INSTRUCTIONS, THEY REPORTED TO PETER AND HIS COMPANIONS. AFTERWARD, JESUS HIMSELF PUT THEM TO WORK AS AMBASSADORS IN CHARGE OF SPREADING THE HOLY AND IMPERISHABLE WORD OF ETERNAL SALVATION FROM ONE END OF THE EARTH TO THE OTHER. SO THEY WENT AND PREACHED IT EVERYWHERE, AND THE LORD WORKED WITH THEM, CONFIRMING THE WORD WITH THE SIGNS THAT FOLLOWED. 
THE LETTER OF ARISTEAS
CHAPTER 1
AT THE TIME OF THE JEWISH CAPTIVITY IN EGYPT, PTOLEMY PHILADELPHUS REVEALS HIMSELF AS THE FIRST GREAT BIBLIOPHILE. HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRES TO HAVE ALL THE BOOKS IN THE WORLD IN HIS LIBRARY; IN ORDER TO GET THE [SEXLESS] LAWS OF MOSES HE OFFERS TO TRADE 100,000 CAPTIVES FOR THAT WORK EXCLAIMING, "IT IS A SMALL BOON INDEED!"
1 SINCE I HAVE COLLECTED MATERIAL FOR A MEMORABLE HISTORY OF MY VISIT TO ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE JEWS, AND BECAUSE YOU, PHILOCRATES, AS YOU LOSE NO OPPORTUNITY OF REMINDING ME, HAVE SET GREAT STORE UPON RECEIVING AN ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXLESS] MOTIVES AND OBJECT OF MY MISSION, I HAVE ATTEMPTED TO DRAW UP CLEAR EXPOSITION OF THE MATTER FOR YOU, FOR I PERCEIVE THAT YOU POSSESS A NATURAL [SEXLESS] LOVE OF LEARNING, A QUALITY WHICH IS THE HIGHEST POSSESSION OF MAN, TO BE CONSTANTLY ATTEMPTING 'TO ADD TO HIS STOCK OF KNOWLEDGE AND ACQUIREMENTS' WHETHER THROUGH THE STUDY OF HISTORY OR BY ACTUALLY PARTICIPATING IN THE EVENTS THEMSELVES. 2 IT IS BY THIS MEANS, BY TAKING UP INTO ITSELF THE NOBLEST ELEMENTS, THAT THE SOUL IS ESTABLISHED IN PURITY, AND HAVING FIXED ITS AIM ON PIETY, THE NOBLEST GOAL OF ALL, IT USES THIS AS ITS INFALLIBLE GUIDE AND SO ACQUIRES A DEFINITE [SEXLESS] PURPOSE. 3 IT WAS MY DEVOTION TO THE PURSUIT OF RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE THAT LED ME TO UNDERTAKE THE EMBASSY TO THE MAN I HAVE MENTIONED, WHO WAS HELD IN THE HIGHEST ESTEEM BY HIS OWN CITIZENS AND BY OTHERS, BOTH FOR HIS VIRTUE AND HIS MAJESTY, AND WHO HAD IN HIS POSSESSION DOCUMENTS OF THE HIGHEST VALUE TO THE JEWS IN HIS OWN COUNTRY AND IN FOREIGN LANDS FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DIVINE [SEXLESS] LAW, FOR THEIR [SEXLESS] LAWS ARE WRITTEN ON LEATHER PARCHMENTS IN JEWISH [SEXLESS] CHARACTERS. 4 THIS EMBASSY THEN I UNDERTOOK WITH ENTHUSIASM, HAVING FIRST OF ALL FOUND AN [SEXLESS] OPPORTUNITY OF PLEADING WITH THE KING ON BEHALF OF THE JEWISH CAPTIVES WHO HAD BEEN TRANSPORTED FROM JUDEA TO EGYPT BY THE KING'S FATHER, WHEN HE FIRST OBTAINED POSSESSION OF THIS CITY AND CONQUERED THE LAND OF EGYPT. 5 IT IS WORTH WHILE THAT I SHOULD TELL YOU THIS STORY, TOO, SINCE I AM CONVINCED THAT YOU, WITH YOUR DISPOSITION TOWARDS HOLINESS AND YOUR SYMPATHY WITH MEN WHO ARE LIVING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE HOLY [SEXLESS] LAW, WILL ALL THE MORE READILY LISTEN TO THE ACCOUNT WHICH I [SEXLESSLY] PURPOSE TO SET FORTH, SINCE YOU YOURSELF HAVE LATELY COME TO US FROM THE ISLAND AND ARE ANXIOUS TO HEAR EVERYTHING THAT TENDS TO BUILD UP THE SOUL. 6 ON A FORMER OCCASION TOO, I SENT YOU A RECORD OF THE FACTS [EVIDENCE] WHICH I [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT WORTH RELATING ABOUT THE JEWISH RACE [ACTS 7:30-56], THE RECORD WHICH I HAD OBTAINED FROM THE MOST LEARNED HIGH PRIESTS OF THE MOST LEARNED LAND OF EGYPT. 7 AS YOU ARE SO EAGER TO ACQUIRE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH CAN BENEFIT THE MIND, I' FEEL IT INCUMBENT UPON ME TO IMPART TO YOU ALL THE INFORMATION IN MY POWER. 8 I SHOULD FEEL THE SAME DUTY TOWARDS ALL WHO POSSESSED THE SAME DISPOSITION BUT I FEEL IT ESPECIALLY TOWARDS YOU SINCE YOU HAVE ASPIRATIONS WHICH ARE SO NOBLE, AND SINCE YOU ARE NOT ONLY MY BROTHER IN [SEXLESS] CHARACTER, NO LESS THAN IN BLOOD, BUT ARE ONE WITH ME AS WELL IN THE PURSUIT OF GOODNESS. 9 FOR NEITHER THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE DERIVED FROM GOLD NOR ANY OTHER OF THE POSSESSIONS WHICH ARE PRIZED BY SHALLOW MINDS CONFERS THE SAME BENEFIT AS THE PURSUIT OF CULTURE AND THE STUDY WHICH WE EXPEND IN SECURING IT. 10 BUT THAT I MAY NOT WEARY YOU BY A TOO LENGTHY INTRODUCTION, I WILL PROCEED AT ONCE TO THE SUBSTANCE OF MY NARRATIVE. 11 DEMETRIUS OF PHALERUM, THE PRESIDENT OF THE KING'S LIBRARY, RECEIVED VAST SUM OF MONEY, FOR THE [SEXLESS] PURPOSE OF COLLECTING TOGETHER, AS FAR AS HE POSSIBLY COULD, ALL THE BOOKS IN THE WORLD. 12 BY MEANS OF PURCHASE AND TRANSCRIPTION, HE CARRIED OUT, TO THE BEST OF HIS ABILITY, THE [SEXLESS] PURPOSE OF THE KING. 13 ON ONE OCCASION WHEN I WAS PRESENT, HE WAS ASKED, HOW, MANY THOUSAND BOOKS ARE THERE IN THE LIBRARY? AND HE REPLIED, 'MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND, O KING, AND I SHALL MAKE ENDEAVOUR IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE TO GATHER TOGETHER THE REMAINDER ALSO, SO THAT THE TOTAL OF FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND MAY BE REACHED. I AM TOLD THAT THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE JEWS ARE WORTH TRANSCRIBING AND DESERVE A PLACE IN YOUR LIBRARY! 14 'WHAT IS TO PREVENT YOU FROM DOING THIS?' REPLIED THE KING. 'EVERYTHING THAT IS NECESSARY HAS BEEN PLACED AT YOUR DISPOSAL! 15 'THEY NEED TO BE TRANSLATED,' ANSWERED DEMETRIUS 'FOR IN THE COUNTRY OF THE JEWS THEY USE A PECULIAR ALPHABET (JUST AS THE EGYPTIANS, TOO, HAVE A SPECIAL FORM OF LETTERS) AND SPEAK A PECULIAR DIALECT. 16 THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO USE THE SYRIAC TONGUE, BUT THIS IS NOT THE CASE; THEIR LANGUAGE IS QUITE DIFFERENT.' 17 AND THE KING WHEN HE UNDERSTOOD ALL THE FACTS OF THE CASE ORDERED A LETTER TO BE WRITTEN TO THE JEWISH HIGH PRIEST THAT HIS [SEXLESS] PURPOSE (WHICH HAS ALREADY BEEN DESCRIBED) MIGHT BE ACCOMPLISHED. 18 [SEXUALLY] THINKING THAT THE TIME HAD COME TO PRESS THE DEMAND, WHICH I HAD OFTEN LAID BEFORE SOSIBIUS OF TARENTUM AND ANDREAS, THE CHIEF OF THE BODYGUARD, FOR THE EMANCIPATION OF THE JEWS WHO HAD BEEN TRANSPORTED FROM JUDEA BY THE KING'S FATHER, FOR WHEN BY A COMBINATION OF GOOD FORTUNE AND COURAGE HE HAD BROUGHT HIS ATTACK ON THE WHOLE DISTRICT OF COELE-SYRIA AND PHOENICIA TO A SUCCESSFUL ISSUE, IN THE PROCESS OF TERRORISING THE COUNTRY INTO SUBJECTION, HE TRANSPORTED SOME OF HIS FOES AND OTHERS HE REDUCED TO CAPTIVITY. 19 THE NUMBER OF THOSE WHOM HE TRANSPORTED FROM THE COUNTRY OF THE JEWS TO EGYPT AMOUNTED TO NO LESS THAN A HUNDRED THOUSAND. 20 OF THESE HE ARMED THIRTY THOUSAND PICKED MEN AND SETTLED THEM IN GARRISONS IN THE COUNTRY DISTRICTS. 21 (AND EVEN BEFORE THIS TIME LARGE NUMBERS OF JEWS HAD COME INTO EGYPT WITH THE PERSIAN, AND IN AN EARLIER PERIOD STILL OTHERS HAD BEEN SENT TO EGYPT TO HELP PSAMMETICHUS IN HIS CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE KING OF THE ETHIOPIANS. BUT THESE WERE NOTHING LIKE SO NUMEROUS AS THE CAPTIVES WHOM PTOLEMY THE SON OF LAGUS TRANSPORTED). 22 AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID PTOLEMY PICKED OUT THE BEST OF THESE, THE MEN WHO WERE IN THE PRIME OF LIFE AND DISTINGUISHED FOR THEIR COURAGE, AND ARMED THEM, BUT THE GREAT MASS OF THE OTHERS, THOSE WHO WERE TOO OLD OR TOO YOUNG FOR THIS [SEXLESS] PURPOSE, AND THE WOMEN TOO, HE REDUCED TO SLAVERY, NOT THAT HE WISHED TO DO THIS OF HIS OWN FREE WILL, BUT HE WAS COMPELLED BY HIS SOLDIERS WHO CLAIMED THEM AS A REWARD FOR THE SERVICES WHICH THEY HAD RENDERED IN WAR. 23 HAVING, AS HAS ALREADY BEEN STATED, OBTAINED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR SECURING THEIR EMANCIPATION, I ADDRESSED THE KING WITH THE FOLLOWING ARGUMENTS. 'LET US NOT BE SO UNREASONABLE AS TO ALLOW OUR [SEXLESS] DEEDS TO GIVE THE [SEXUAL] LIE TO OUR [SEXLESS] WORDS [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. 24 SINCE THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH WE WISH NOT ONLY TO TRANSCRIBE BUT ALSO TO TRANSLATE BELONGS TO THE WHOLE JEWISH RACE, WHAT JUSTIFICATION SHALL WE BE ABLE TO FIND FOR OUR EMBASSY WHILE SUCH VAST NUMBERS OF THEM REMAIN IN A STATE OF SLAVERY IN YOUR KINGDOM? 25 IN THE PERFECTION AND WEALTH OF YOUR CLEMENCY RELEASE THOSE WHO ARE HELD IN SUCH MISERABLE BONDAGE, SINCE AS I HAVE BEEN AT PAINS TO DISCOVER, THE GOD WHO GAVE THEM THEIR [SEXLESS] LAW IS THE GOD WHO MAINTAINS YOUR KINGDOM. 26 THEY WORSHIP THE SAME GOD, THE LORD AND [TRUE] CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AS ALL OTHER MEN, AS WE OURSELVES, O KING, THOUGH WE CALL HIM BY DIFFERENT NAMES, SUCH AS ZEUS OR DIS. 27 THIS NAME WAS VERY APPROPRIATELY BESTOWED UPON HIM BY OUR FIRST ANCESTORS, IN ORDER TO SIGNIFY THAT HE, THROUGH WHOM ALL THINGS ARE ENDOWED WITH LIFE AND COME INTO BEING, IS NECESSARILY THE RIDER AND LORD OF THE UNIVERSE. 28 SET ALL MANKIND AN EXAMPLE OF MAGNANIMITY BY RELEASING THOSE WHO ARE HELD IN BONDAGE.' 29 AFTER A BRIEF INTERVAL, WHILE I WAS OFFERING UP AN EARNEST PRAYER TO GOD THAT HE WOULD SO DISPOSE THE MIND OF THE KING THAT ALL THE CAPTIVES MIGHT BE SET AT LIBERTY--(FOR THE HUMAN RACE, BEING THE CREATION OF GOD, IS SWAYED AND [SEXLESSLY] INFLUENCED BY HIM. 30 THEREFORE WITH MANY DIVER’S PRAYERS I CALLED UPON HIM WHO RULETH THE HEART THAT THE KING MIGHT BE CONSTRAINED TO GRANT MY REQUEST. 31 FOR I HAD GREAT HOPES WITH REGARD TO THE SALVATION OF THE MEN SINCE I WAS ASSURED THAT GOD WOULD GRANT A FULFILMENT OF MY PRAYER. 32 FOR WHEN MEN FROM PURE [SEXLESS] MOTIVES PLAN SOME [SEXLESS] ACTION IN THE INTEREST OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THE PERFORMANCE OF NOBLE [SEXLESS] DEEDS, ALMIGHTY GOD BRINGS THEIR [SEXLESS] EFFORTS AND [SEXLESS] PURPOSES TO A SUCCESSFUL ISSUE) THE KING RAISED HIS HEAD AND LOOKING UP AT ME WITH A CHEERFUL COUNTENANCE ASKED, 'HOW MANY THOUSANDS DO YOU [SEXLESSLY] THINK THEY WILL NUMBER?' 33 ANDREAS, WHO WAS STANDING NEAR, REPLIED, 'A LITTLE MORE THAN A HUNDRED THOUSAND.' 34 'IT IS A SMALL BOON INDEED,' SAID THE KING, 'THAT ARISTEAS ASKS OF US!' 35 THEN SOSIBIUS AND SOME OTHERS WHO WERE PRESENT SAID [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] 'YES, BUT IT WILL BE A FIT TRIBUTE TO YOUR MAGNANIMITY FOR YOU TO OFFER THE ENFRANCHISEMENT OF THESE MEN AS AN ACT OF DEVOTION TO THE SUPREME GOD. 36 YOU HAVE BEEN GREATLY HONOURED BY ALMIGHTY GOD AND EXALTED ABOVE ALL YOUR FOREFATHERS IN GLORY AND IT IS ONLY FITTING THAT YOU SHOULD RENDER TO HIM THE GREATEST THANK-OFFERING IN YOUR POWER.' 37 EXTREMELY PLEASED WITH THESE ARGUMENTS HE GAVE ORDERS THAT AN ADDITION SHOULD BE MADE TO THE WAGES OF THE SOLDIERS BY THE AMOUNT OF THE REDEMPTION MONEY, THAT TWENTY DRACHMAE SHOULD BE PAID TO THE OWNERS FOR EVERY SLAVE, THAT A PUBLIC ORDER SHOULD BE ISSUED AND THAT REGISTERS OF THE CAPTIVES SHOULD BE ATTACHED TO IT. 38 HE SHOWED THE GREATEST ENTHUSIASM IN THE BUSINESS, FOR IT WAS GOD WHO HAD BROUGHT OUR [SEXLESS] PURPOSE TO FULFILMENT IN ITS ENTIRETY AND CONSTRAINED HIM TO REDEEM NOT ONLY THOSE WHO HAD COME INTO EGYPT WITH THE ARMY OF HIS FATHER BUT ANY WHO HAD COME BEFORE THAT TIME OR HAD BEEN SUBSEQUENTLY BROUGHT INTO THE KINGDOM. 39 IT WAS POINTED OUT TO HIM THAT THE RANSOM MONEY WOULD EXCEED FOUR HUNDRED TALENTS. 40 I [SEXLESSLY] THINK IT WILL BE USEFUL TO INSERT A COPY OF THE DECREE, FOR IN THIS WAY THE MAGNANIMITY OF THE KING, WHO WAS EMPOWERED BY GOD TO SAVE SUCH VAST MULTITUDES, WILL BE MADE CLEARER AND MORE MANIFEST. 41 THE DECREE OF THE KING RAN AS FOLLOWS: 'ALL WHO SERVED IN THE ARMY OF OUR FATHER IN THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST SYRIA AND PHOENICIA AND IN THE ATTACK UPON THE COUNTRY OF THE JEWS AND BECAME POSSESSED OF JEWISH CAPTIVES AND BROUGHT THEM BACK TO THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA AND THE LAND OF EGYPT OR SOLD THEM TO OTHERS--AND IN THE SAME WAY ANY CAPTIVES WHO WERE IN OUR LAND BEFORE THAT TIME OR WERE BROUGHT HITHER AFTERWARDS--ALL WHO POSSESS SUCH CAPTIVES ARE REQUIRED TO SET THEM AT LIBERTY AT ONCE, RECEIVING TWENTY DRACHMAE PER HEAD AS RANSOM MONEY. 42 THE SOLDIERS WILL RECEIVE THIS MONEY AS A GIFT ADDED TO THEIR WAGES, THE OTHERS FROM THE KING'S TREASURY. 43 WE [SEXLESSLY] THINK THAT IT WAS AGAINST OUR FATHER'S WILL AND AGAINST ALL PROPRIETY THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE CAPTIVES AND THAT THE DEVASTATION OF THEIR LAND AND THE TRANSPORTATION OF THE JEWS TO EGYPT WAS AN ACT OF MILITARY WANTONNESS. 44 THE SPOIL WHICH FELL TO THE SOLDIERS ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE WAS ALL THE BOOTY WHICH THEY SHOULD HAVE CLAIMED. 45 TO REDUCE THE PEOPLE TO SLAVERY IN ADDITION WAS AN ACT OF ABSOLUTE INJUSTICE. 46 WHEREFORE, SINCE IT IS ACKNOWLEDGED THAT WE ARE ACCUSTOMED TO RENDER JUSTICE TO ALL MEN AND ESPECIALLY TO THOSE WHO ARE UNFAIRLY IN A CONDITION OF SERVITUDE, AND SINCE WE STRIVE TO DEAL FAIRLY WITH ALL MEN ACCORDING TO THE DEMANDS OF JUSTICE AND PIETY, WE HAVE DECREED, IN REFERENCE TO THE PERSONS OF THE JEWS WHO ARE IN ANY CONDITION OF BONDAGE IN ANY PART OF OUR DOMINION, THAT THOSE WHO POSSESS THEM SHALL RECEIVE THE STIPULATED SUM OF MONEY AND SET THEM AT LIBERTY AND THAT NO MAN SHALL SHOW ANY TARDINESS IN DISCHARGING HIS OBLIGATIONS. 47 WITHIN THREE DAYS AFTER THE PUBLICATION OF THIS DECREE, THEY MUST MAKE LISTS OF SLAVES FOR THE OFFICERS APPOINTED TO CARRY OUT OUR WILL, AND IMMEDIATELY PRODUCE THE PERSONS OF THE CAPTIVES. 48 FOR WE CONSIDER THAT IT WILL BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO US AND TO OUR AFFAIRS THAT THE MATTER SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO A CONCLUSION. 49 ANY ONE WHO LIKES MAY GIVE INFORMATION ABOUT ANY WHO DISOBEY THE DECREE, ON CONDITION THAT IF THE MAN IS PROVED GUILTY, HE WILL BECOME HIS SLAVE; HIS PROPERTY, HOWEVER, WILL BE HANDED OVER TO THE ROYAL TREASURY.' 50 WHEN THE DECREE WAS BROUGHT TO BE READ OVER TO THE KING FOR HIS APPROVAL, IT CONTAINED ALL THE OTHER PROVISIONS EXCEPT THE PHRASE 'ANY CAPTIVES WHO WERE IN THE LAND BEFORE THAT TIME OR WERE BROUGHT HITHER AFTERWARDS,' AND IN HIS MAGNANIMITY AND THE LARGENESS OF HIS HEART THE KING INSERTED THIS CLAUSE AND GAVE ORDERS THAT THE GRANT OF MONEY REQUIRED FOR THE REDEMPTION SHOULD BE DEPOSITED IN FULL WITH THE PAYMASTERS OF THE FORCES AND THE ROYAL BANKERS, AND SO THE MATTER WAS DECIDED AND THE DECREE RATIFIED WITHIN SEVEN DAYS. 51 THE GRANT FOR THE REDEMPTION AMOUNTED TO MORE THAN SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY TALENTS; FOR MANY INFANTS AT THE BREAST WERE EMANCIPATED TOGETHER WITH THEIR MOTHERS. 52 WHEN THE QUESTION WAS RAISED WHETHER THE SUM OF TWENTY TALENTS WAS TO BE PAID FOR THESE, THE KING ORDERED THAT IT SHOULD BE DONE, AND THUS HE CARRIED OUT HIS DECISION IN THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE WAY.
CHAPTER 2
SHOWING HOW THE MOST CAREFUL RECORDS WERE KEPT OF AFFAIRS OF STATE. GOVERNMENT RED TAPE. A COMMITTEE OF SIX IS APPOINTED TO GO TO THE HIGH PRIEST IN JERUSALEM AND ARRANGE FOR THE EXCHANGE. ARISTEAS IS PUT IN CHARGE OF THE DELEGATION.
1 WHEN THIS HAD BEEN DONE, HE ORDERED DEMETRIUS TO DRAW UP A MEMORIAL WITH REGARD TO THE TRANSCRIPTION OF THE JEWISH BOOKS. 2 FOR ALL AFFAIRS OF STATE USED TO BE CARRIED OUT BY MEANS OF DECREES AND WITH THE MOST PAINS-TAKING ACCURACY BY THESE EGYPTIAN KINGS, AND NOTHING WAS DONE IN A SLIPSHOD OR HAPHAZARD FASHION. 3 AND SO I HAVE INSERTED COPIES OF THE MEMORIAL AND THE LETTERS, THE NUMBER OF THE PRESENTS SENT AND THE [DIVINE] NATURE OF EACH, SINCE EVERY ONE OF THEM EXCELLED IN MAGNIFICENCE AND TECHNICAL SKILL. 4 THE FOLLOWING IS A COPY OF THE MEMORIAL. THE MEMORY OF DEMETRIUS TO THE GREAT KING. 'SINCE YOU HAVE GIVEN ME INSTRUCTIONS O KING, THAT THE BOOKS WHICH ARE NEEDED TO COMPLETE YOUR LIBRARY SHOULD BE COLLECTED TOGETHER, AND THAT THOSE WHICH ARE DEFECTIVE SHOULD BE REPAIRED, I HAVE DEVOTED MYSELF WITH THE UTMOST CARE TO THE FULFILMENT OF YOUR WISHES, AND I NOW HAVE THE FOLLOWING PROPOSAL TO LAY BEFORE YOU. 5 THE BOOKS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE JEWS (WITH SOME FEW OTHERS) ARE ABSENT FROM THE LIBRARY. 6 THEY ARE WRITTEN IN THE HEBREW [SEXLESS] CHARACTERS AND [SEXLESS] LANGUAGE AND HAVE BEEN CARELESSLY INTERPRETED, AND DO NOT REPRESENT THE ORIGINAL TEXT AS I AM INFORMED BY THOSE WHO KNOW; FOR THEY HAVE NEVER HAD A KING'S CARE TO PROTECT THEM. 7 IT IS NECESSARY THAT THESE SHOULD BE MADE ACCURATE FOR YOUR LIBRARY SINCE THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH THEY CONTAIN, INASMUCH AS IT IS OF DIVINE ORIGIN, IS FULL OF WISDOM AND FREE FROM ALL BLEMISH. 8 FOR THIS REASON LITERARY MEN AND POETS AND THE MASS OF HISTORICAL WRITERS HAVE HELD ALOOF FROM REFERRING TO THESE BOOKS AND THE MEN WHO HAVE LIVED AND ARE LIVING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEM, BECAUSE THEIR CONCEPTION OF LIFE IS SO SACRED AND RELIGIOUS, AS HECATAEUS OF ABDERA SAYS. 9 IF IT PLEASE YOU, O KING, A LETTER SHALL BE WRITTEN TO THE HIGH PRIEST IN JERUSALEM, ASKING HIM TO SEND SIX ELDERS OUT OF EVERY TRIBE, MEN WHO HAVE LIVED THE NOBLEST LIFE AND ARE MOST SKILLED IN THEIR [SEXLESS] LAW, THAT WE MAY FIND OUT THE POINTS IN WHICH THE MAJORITY OF THEM ARE IN AGREEMENT, AND SO HAVING OBTAINED AN ACCURATE TRANSLATION MAY PLACE IT IN A CONSPICUOUS PLACE IN A MANNER WORTHY OF THE WORK ITSELF AND YOUR [SEXLESS] PURPOSE. 10 MAY CONTINUAL PROSPERITY BE YOURS!' 11 WHEN THIS MEMORIAL HAD BEEN PRESENTED, THE KING ORDERED A LETTER TO BE WRITTEN TO ELEAZAR ON THE MATTER, GIVING ALSO AN ACCOUNT OF THE EMANCIPATION OF THE JEWISH CAPTIVES. 12 AND HE GAVE FIFTY TALENTS WEIGHT OF GOLD AND SEVENTY TALENTS OF SILVER AND A LARGE QUANTITY OF PRECIOUS STONES TO MAKE BOWLS AND VIALS AND A TABLE AND LIBATION CUPS. 13 HE ALSO GAVE ORDERS TO THOSE WHO HAD THE CUSTODY OF HIS COFFERS TO ALLOW THE ARTIFICERS TO MAKE A SELECTION OF ANY MATERIALS THEY MIGHT REQUIRE FOR THE [SEXLESS] PURPOSE, AND THAT A HUNDRED TALENTS IN MONEY SHOULD BE SENT TO PROVIDE SACRIFICES FOR THE TEMPLE AND FOR OTHER NEEDS. 14 I SHALL GIVE YOU A FULL ACCOUNT OF THE WORKMANSHIP AFTER I HAVE SET BEFORE YOU, COPIES OF THE LETTERS. THE LETTER OF THE KING RAN AS FOLLOWS: 15 'KING PTOLEMY SENDS GREETING AND SALUTATION TO THE HIGH PRIEST ELEAZAR. 16 SINCE THERE ARE MANY JEWS SETTLED IN OUR REALM WHO WERE CARRIED OFF FROM JERUSALEM BY THE PERSIANS AT THE TIME OF THEIR POWER AND MANY MORE WHO CAME WITH MY FATHER INTO EGYPT AS CAPTIVES--LARGE NUMBERS OF THESE HE PLACED IN THE ARMY AND PAID THEM HIGHER WAGES THAN USUAL, AND WHEN HE HAD PROVED THE LOYALTY OF THEIR LEADERS HE BUILT FORTRESSES AND PLACED THEM IN THEIR CHARGE THAT THE NATIVE EGYPTIANS MIGHT BE INTIMIDATED BY THEM. 17 AND I, WHEN I ASCENDED THE THRONE, ADOPTED A KINDLY ATTITUDE TOWARDS ALL MY SUBJECTS, AND MORE PARTICULARLY TO THOSE WHO WERE CITIZENS OF YOURS, I HAVE SET AT LIBERTY MORE THAN A HUNDRED THOUSAND CAPTIVES, PAYING THEIR OWNERS THE APPROPRIATE MARKET PRICE FOR THEM, AND IF EVER EVIL HAS BEEN DONE TO YOUR PEOPLE THROUGH THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS OF THE MOB [MAFIA], I HAVE MADE THEM REPARATION. 18 THE [SEXLESS] MOTIVE WHICH PROMPTED MY [SEXLESS] ACTION HAS BEEN THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO ACT PIOUSLY AND RENDER UNTO THE SUPREME GOD A THANK-OFFERING FOR MAINTAINING MY KINGDOM IN PEACE AND GREAT GLORY IN ALL THE WORLD. 19 MOREOVER THOSE OF YOUR PEOPLE WHO WERE IN THE PRIME OF LIFE I HAVE DRAFTED INTO MY ARMY, AND THOSE WHO WERE FIT TO BE ATTACHED TO MY PERSON AND WORTHY OF THE CONFIDENCE OF THE COURT, I HAVE ESTABLISHED IN OFFICIAL POSITIONS. 20 NOW SINCE I AM ANXIOUS TO SHOW MY GRATITUDE TO THESE MEN AND TO THE JEWS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND TO THE GENERATIONS YET TO COME, I HAVE DETERMINED THAT YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW SHALL BE TRANSLATED FROM THE HEBREW TONGUE WHICH IS IN USE AMONGST YOU INTO THE GREEK LANGUAGE, THAT THESE BOOKS MAY BE ADDED TO THE OTHER ROYAL BOOKS IN MY LIBRARY. 21 IT WILL BE A KINDNESS ON YOUR PART AND A REWARD FOR MY ZEAL IF YOU WILL SELECT SIX ELDERS FROM EACH OF YOUR TRIBES, MEN OF NOBLE LIFE AND SKILLED IN YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW AND ABLE TO INTERPRET IT, THAT IN QUESTIONS OF DISPUTE WE MAY BE ABLE TO DISCOVER THE VERDICT IN WHICH THE MAJORITY AGREE, FOR THE INVESTIGATION IS OF THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE IMPORTANCE. 22 I HOPE TO WIN GREAT RENOWN BY THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THIS WORK. 23 I HAVE SENT ANDREAS, THE CHIEF OF MY BODYGUARD AND ARISTEAS--MEN WHOM I HOLD IN HIGH ESTEEM--TO LAY THE MATTER BEFORE YOU AND PRESENT YOU WITH A HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER, THE FIRST-FRUITS OF MY OFFERING FOR THE TEMPLE AND THE SACRIFICES AND OTHER RELIGIOUS RITES. 24 IF YOU WILL WRITE TO ME CONCERNING YOUR WISHES IN THESE MATTERS, YOU WILL CONFER A GREAT FAVOUR UPON ME AND AFFORD ME A NEW PLEDGE OF FRIENDSHIP, FOR ALL YOUR WISHES SHALL BE CARRIED OUT AS SPEEDILY AS POSSIBLE. FAREWELL! 25 TO THIS LETTER ELEAZAR REPLIED APPROPRIATELY AS FOLLOWS: 'ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST SENDS GREETINGS TO KING PTOLEMY HIS TRUE FRIEND. 26 MY HIGHEST WISHES ARE FOR YOUR WELFARE AND THE WELFARE OF QUEEN ARSINOE, YOUR SISTER, AND YOUR CHILDREN. 27 I ALSO AM WELL. I HAVE RECEIVED YOUR LETTER AND AM GREATLY REJOICED BY YOUR [SEXLESS] PURPOSE AND YOUR NOBLE [SEXLESS] COUNSEL. 28 I SUMMONED TOGETHER THE WHOLE PEOPLE AND READ IT TO THEM THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW OF YOUR DEVOTION TO OUR GOD. 29 I SHOWED THEM TOO THE CUPS WHICH YOU SENT, TWENTY OF GOLD AND THIRTY OF SILVER, THE FIVE BOWLS AND THE TABLE OF DEDICATION, AND THE HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER FOR THE OFFERING OF THE SACRIFICES AND PROVIDING THE THINGS OF WHICH THE TEMPLE STANDS IN NEED. 30 THESE GIFTS WERE BROUGHT TO ME BY ANDREAS, ONE OF YOUR MOST HONOURED SERVANTS, AND BY ARISTEAS, BOTH GOOD MEN AND TRUE, DISTINGUISHED BY THEIR LEARNING, AND WORTHY IN EVERY WAY TO BE THE REPRESENTATIVES OF YOUR HIGH PRINCIPLES AND RIGHTEOUS [SEXLESS] PURPOSES. 31 THESE MEN IMPARTED TO ME YOUR MESSAGE AND RECEIVED FROM ME AN ANSWER IN AGREEMENT WITH YOUR LETTER. I WILL CONSENT TO EVERYTHING WHICH IS ADVANTAGEOUS TO YOU EVEN THOUGH YOUR REQUEST IS VERY UNUSUAL. 32 FOR YOU HAVE BESTOWED UPON OUR CITIZENS GREAT AND NEVER TO BE FORGOTTEN BENEFITS IN MANY WAYS. 33 IMMEDIATELY THEREFORE I OFFERED SACRIFICES ON BEHALF OF YOU, YOUR SISTER, YOUR CHILDREN, AND YOUR FRIENDS, AND ALL THE PEOPLE PRAYED THAT YOUR PLANS MIGHT PROSPER CONTINUALLY, AND THAT ALMIGHTY GOD MIGHT PRESERVE YOUR KINGDOM IN PEACE WITH HONOUR, AND THAT THE TRANSLATION OF THE HOLY [SEXLESS] LAW MIGHT PROVE ADVANTAGEOUS TO YOU AND BE CARRIED OUT SUCCESSFULLY. 34 IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL THE PEOPLE I SELECTED SIX ELDERS FROM EACH TRIBE, GOOD MEN AND TRUE, AND I HAVE SENT THEM TO YOU WITH A COPY OF OUR [SEXLESS] LAW. 35 IT WILL BE A KINDNESS, O RIGHTEOUS KING, IF YOU WILL GIVE INSTRUCTION THAT AS SOON AS THE TRANSLATION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS COMPLETED, THE MEN SHALL BE RESTORED AGAIN TO US IN SAFETY. FAREWELL! 36 THE FOLLOWING ARE THE NAMES OF THE ELDERS: OF THE FIRST TRIBE, JOSEPH, EZEKIAH, ZACHARIAH, JOHN, EZEKIAH, ELISHA. 37 OF THE SECOND TRIBE, JUDAS, SIMON, SAMUEL, ADAEUS, MATTATHIAS, ESCHLEMIAS. 38 OF THE THIRD TRIBE, NEHEMIA, JOSEPH, THEODOSIUS, BASEAS, ORNIAS, DAKIS. 39 OF THE FOURTH TRIBE, JONATHAN, ABRAEUS, ELISHA, ANANIAS, CHABRIAS...40 OF THE FIFTH TRIBE, ISAAC, JACOB, JESUS, SABBATAEUS, SIMON, LEVI. 41 OF THE SIXTH TRIBE, JUDAS, JOSEPH, SIMON, ZACHARIAS, SAMUEL, SELEMAS. 42 OF THE SEVENTH TRIBE, SABBATAEUS, ZEDEKIAH, JACOB, ISAAC, JESIAS, NATTHAEUS. 43 OF THE EIGHTH TRIBE, THEODOSIUS, JASON, JESUS, THEODOTUS, JOHN, JONATHAN. 44 OF THE NINTH TRIBE, THEOPHILUS, ABRAHAM, ARSAMOS, JASON, ENDEMIAS, DANIEL. 45 OF THE TENTH TRIBE, JEREMIAH, [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] ELEAZAR, ZACHARIAH, BANEAS, ELISHA, DATHAEUS. 46 OF THE ELEVENTH TRIBE, SAMUEL, JOSEPH, JUDAS, JONATHES, CHABU, DOSITHEUS. 47 OF THE TWELFTH TRIBE, ISAELUS, JOHN, THEODOSIUS, ARSAMOS, ABIETES, EZEKIEL. 48 THEY WERE SEVENTY-TWO IN ALL. SUCH WAS THE ANSWER WHICH ELEAZAR AND HIS FRIENDS GAVE TO THE KING'S LETTER. 
CHAPTER 3
IN WHICH IS DESCRIBED THE MOST EXQUISITE AND BEAUTIFUL TABLE EVER PRODUCED. ALSO, OTHER RICH GIFTS, INTERESTING IN THE LIGHT OF RECENT EXCAVATIONS IN EGYPT.
1 I WILL NOW PROCEED TO REDEEM MY PROMISE AND GIVE A DESCRIPTION OF THE WORKS OF ART. 2 THEY WERE WROUGHT WITH EXCEPTIONAL SKILL, FOR THE KING SPARED NO EXPENSE AND PERSONALLY SUPERINTENDED THE WORKMEN INDIVIDUALLY. 3 THEY COULD NOT THEREFORE SCAMP ANY PART OF THE WORK OR FINISH IT OFF NEGLIGENTLY. 4 FIRST OF ALL I WILL GIVE YOU A DESCRIPTION OF THE TABLE. 5 THE KING WAS ANXIOUS THAT THIS PIECE OF WORK SHOULD BE OF EXCEPTIONALLY LARGE DIMENSIONS, AND HE CAUSED ENQUIRIES TO BE MADE OF THE JEWS IN THE LOCALITY WITH REGARD TO THE SIZE OF THE TABLE ALREADY IN THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM. 6 AND WHEN THEY DESCRIBED THE MEASUREMENTS, HE PROCEEDED TO ASK WHETHER HE MIGHT MAKE A LARGER STRUCTURE. 7 AND SOME OF THE PRIESTS AND THE OTHER JEWS REPLIED THAT THERE WAS NOTHING TO PREVENT HIM. 8 AND HE SAID THAT HE WAS ANXIOUS TO MAKE IT FIVE TIMES THE SIZE, BUT HE HESITATED LEST IT SHOULD PROVE USELESS FOR THE TEMPLE SERVICES. 9 HE WAS DESIROUS THAT HIS GIFT SHOULD NOT MERELY BE STATIONED IN THE TEMPLE, FOR IT WOULD AFFORD HIM MUCH GREATER [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IF THE MEN WHOSE DUTY IT WAS TO OFFER THE FITTING SACRIFICES WERE ABLE TO DO SO APPROPRIATELY ON THE TABLE WHICH HE HAD MADE. 10 HE DID NOT SUPPOSE THAT IT WAS OWING TO LACK OF GOLD THAT THE FORMER TABLE HAD BEEN MADE OF SMALL SIZE, BUT THERE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN, HE SAID, SOME REASON WHY IT WAS MADE OF--THIS DIMENSION. 11 FOR HAD THE ORDER BEEN GIVEN, THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NO LACK OF MEANS. 12 WHEREFORE WE MUST NOT TRANSGRESS OR GO BEYOND THE PROPER MEASURE. 13 AT THE SAME TIME HE ORDERED THEM TO PRESS INTO SERVICE ALL THE MANIFOLD FORMS OF ART, FOR HE WAS A MAN OF THE MOST-LOFTY CONCEPTIONS AND [DIVINE] NATURE HAD ENDOWED HIM WITH A KEEN IMAGINATION WHICH ENABLED HIM TO PICTURE THE APPEARANCE WHICH WOULD BE PRESENTED BY THE FINISHED WORK. 14 HE GAVE ORDERS TOO, THAT WHERE THERE WERE NO INSTRUCTIONS LAID DOWN IN THE JEWISH SCRIPTURES, EVERYTHING SHOULD BE MADE AS BEAUTIFUL AS POSSIBLE. 15 WHEN SUCH INSTRUCTIONS WERE LAID DOWN, THEY WERE TO BE CARRIED OUT TO THE LETTER. 16 THEY MADE THE TABLE TWO CUBITS LONG [17 INCHES, 18 INCHES OR 22 INCHES], ONE CUBIT BROAD, ONE AND A HALF CUBITS HIGH FASHIONING IT OF PURE SOLID GOLD. 17 WHAT I AM DESCRIBING WAS NOT THIN GOLD LAID OVER ANOTHER FOUNDATION, BUT THE WHOLE STRUCTURE WAS OF MASSIVE GOLD WELDED TOGETHER. 18 AND THEY MADE A BORDER OF A HAND'S BREADTH ROUND ABOUT IT. 19 AND THERE WAS A WREATH OF WAVE-WORK, ENGRAVED IN RELIEF IN THE FORM OF ROPES MARVELLOUSLY WROUGHT ON ITS THREE SIDES. 20 FOR IT WAS TRIANGULAR IN SHAPE AND THE STYLE OF THE WORK WAS EXACTLY THE SAME ON EACH OF THE SIDES, SO THAT WHICHEVER SIDE THEY WERE TURNED, THEY PRESENTED THE SAME APPEARANCE. 21 OF THE TWO SIDES UNDER THE BORDER, THE ONE WHICH SLOPED DOWN TO THE TABLE WAS A VERY BEAUTIFUL PIECE OF WORK, BUT IT WAS THE OUTER SIDE WHICH ATTRACTED THE GAZE OF THE SPECTATOR. 22 NOW THE UPPER EDGE OF THE TWO SIDES, BEING ELEVATED, WAS SHARP SINCE, AS WE HAVE SAID, THE RIM WAS THREE-SIDED, FROM WHATEVER POINT OF VIEW ONE APPROACHED IT. 23 AND THERE WERE LAYERS OF PRECIOUS STONES ON IT IN THE MIDST OF THE EMBOSSED CORD-WORK, AND THEY WERE INTERWOVEN WITH ONE ANOTHER BY AN INIMITABLE ARTISTIC [SEXLESS] DEVICE. 24 FOR THE SAKE OF SECURITY THEY WERE ALL FIXED BY GOLDEN NEEDLES WHICH WERE INSERTED IN PERFORATIONS IN THE STONES. 25 AT THE SIDES THEY WERE CLAMPED TOGETHER BY FASTENINGS TO HOLD THEM FIRM. 26 ON THE PART OF THE BORDER ROUND THE TABLE WHICH SLANTED UPWARDS AND MET THE EYES, THERE WAS WROUGHT A PATTERN OF EGGS IN PRECIOUS STONES, ELABORATELY ENGRAVED BY A CONTINUOUS PIECE OF FLUTED RELIEF-WORK, CLOSELY CONNECTED TOGETHER ROUND THE WHOLE TABLE. 27 AND UNDER THE STONES WHICH HAD BEEN ARRANGED TO REPRESENT EGGS THE ARTISTS MADE A CROWN CONTAINING ALL KINDS OF FRUITS, HAVING AT ITS TOP CLUSTERS OF GRAPES AND EARS OF CORN, DATES ALSO AND APPLES, AND POMEGRANATES AND THE LIKE, CONSPICUOUSLY ARRANGED. 28 THESE FRUITS WERE WROUGHT OUT OF PRECIOUS STONES, OF THE SAME COLOUR AS THE FRUITS THEMSELVES AND THEY FASTENED THEM EDGEWAYS ROUND ALL THE SIDES OF THE TABLE WITH A BAND OF GOLD. 29 AND AFTER THE CROWN OF FRUIT HAD BEEN PUT ON, UNDERNEATH THERE WAS INSERTED ANOTHER PATTERN OF EGGS IN PRECIOUS STONES, AND OTHER FLUTING AND EMBOSSED WORK, THAT BOTH SIDES OF THE TABLE MIGHT BE USED, ACCORDING TO THE WISHES OF THE OWNERS AND FOR THIS REASON THE WAVE-WORK AND THE BORDER WERE EXTENDED DOWN TO THE FEET OF THE TABLE. 30 THEY MADE AND FASTENED UNDER THE WHOLE WIDTH OF THE TABLE A MASSIVE PLATE FOUR FINGERS THICK, THAT THE FEET MIGHT BE INSERTED INTO IT, AND CLAMPED FAST WITH LINCH-PINS WHICH FITTED INTO SOCKETS UNDER THE BORDER, SO THAT WHICH EVER SIDE OF THE TABLE PEOPLE PREFERRED, MIGHT BE USED. 31 THUS IT BECAME MANIFESTLY CLEAR THAT THE WORK WAS INTENDED TO BE USED EITHER WAY. 32 ON THE TABLE ITSELF THEY ENGRAVED A 'MAEANDER,' HAVING PRECIOUS STONES STANDING OUT IN THE MIDDLE OF IT, RUBIES AND EMERALDS AND AN ONYX TOO AND MANY OTHER KINDS OF STONES WHICH EXCEL IN BEAUTY. 33 AND NEXT TO THE 'MAEANDER' THERE WAS PLACED A WONDERFUL PIECE OF NETWORK, WHICH MADE THE CENTRE OF THE TABLE APPEAR LIKE A RHOMBOID IN SHAPE, AND ON IT A CRYSTAL AND AMBER, AS IT IS CALLED, HAD BEEN WROUGHT, WHICH PRODUCED AN INCOMPARABLE IMPRESSION ON THE BEHOLDERS. 34 THEY MADE THE FEET OF THE TABLE WITH HEADS LIKE LILIES, SO THAT THEY SEEMED TO BE LIKE LILIES BENDING DOWN BENEATH THE TABLE, AND THE PARTS WHICH WERE VISIBLE REPRESENTED LEAVES WHICH STOOD UPRIGHT. 35 THE BASIS OF THE FOOT ON THE GROUND CONSISTED OF A RUBY AND MEASURED A HAND'S BREADTH HIGH ALL ROUND. 36 IT HAD THE APPEARANCE OF A SHOE AND WAS EIGHT FINGERS BROAD. 37 UPON IT THE WHOLE EXPANSE OF THE FOOT RESTED. 38 AND THEY MADE THE FOOT APPEAR LIKE IVY GROWING OUT OF THE STONE, INTERWOVEN WITH AKANTHUS AND SURROUNDED WITH A VINE WHICH ENCIRCLED IT WITH CLUSTERS OF GRAPES, WHICH WERE WORKED IN STONES, UP TO THE TOP OF THE FOOT. 39 ALL THE FOUR FEET WERE MADE IN THE SAME STYLE, AND EVERYTHING WAS WROUGHT AND FITTED SO SKILFULLY, AND SUCH REMARKABLE SKILL AND KNOWLEDGE WERE EXPENDED UPON MAKING IT TRUE TO [DIVINE] NATURE, THAT WHEN THE AIR WAS STIRRED BY A BREATH OF WIND, MOVEMENT WAS IMPARTED TO THE LEAVES, AND EVERYTHING WAS FASHIONED TO CORRESPOND WITH THE ACTUAL REALITY WHICH IT REPRESENTED. 40 AND THEY MADE THE TOP OF THE TABLE IN THREE PARTS LIKE A TRIPTYCHON, AND THEY WERE SO FITTED AND DOVETAILED TOGETHER WITH SPIGOTS ALONG THE WHOLE BREADTH OF THE WORK, THAT THE MEETING OF THE JOINTS COULD NOT BE SEEN OR EVEN DISCOVERED. 41 THE THICKNESS OF THE TABLE WAS NOT LESS THAN HALF A CUBIT, SO THAT THE WHOLE WORK MUST HAVE COST MANY TALENTS. 42 FOR SINCE THE KING DID NOT WISH TO ADD TO ITS SIZE, HE EXPENDED ON THE DETAILS THE SAME SUM OF MONEY WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN REQUIRED IF THE TABLE COULD HAVE BEEN OF LARGER DIMENSIONS. 43 AND EVERYTHING WAS COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS PLAN, IN A MOST WONDERFUL AND REMARKABLE WAY, WITH INIMITABLE ART AND INCOMPARABLE BEAUTY. 44 OF THE MIXING BOWLS, TWO WERE WROUGHT IN GOLD, AND FROM THE BASE TO THE MIDDLE WERE ENGRAVED WITH RELIEF WORK IN THE PATTERN OF SCALES, AND BETWEEN THE SCALES PRECIOUS STONES WERE INSERTED WITH GREAT ARTISTIC SKILL. 45 THEN THERE WAS A 'MAEANDER' A CUBIT IN HEIGHT, WITH ITS SURFACE. WROUGHT OUT OF PRECIOUS STONES OF MANY COLOURS, DISPLAYING GREAT ARTISTIC EFFORT AND BEAUTY. 46 UPON THIS THERE WAS A MOSAIC, WORKED IN THE FORM OF A RHOMBUS, HAVING A NET-LIKE APPEARANCE AND REACHING RIGHT UP TO THE BRIM. 47 IN THE MIDDLE, SMALL SHIELDS WHICH WERE MADE OF DIFFERENT PRECIOUS STONES, PLACED ALTERNATELY, AND VARYING IN KIND, NOT LESS THAN FOUR FINGERS BROAD, ENHANCED THE BEAUTY OF THEIR APPEARANCE. 48 ON THE TOP OF THE BRIM THERE WAS AN ORNAMENT OF LILIES IN BLOOM, AND INTERTWINING CLUSTERS OF GRAPES WERE ENGRAVEN ALL ROUND. 49 SUCH THEN WAS THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE GOLDEN BOWLS, AND THEY HELD MORE THAN TWO FIRKINS EACH. 50 THE SILVER BOWLS HAD A SMOOTH SURFACE, AND WERE WONDERFULLY MADE AS IF THEY WERE INTENDED FOR LOOKING-GLASSES, SO THAT EVERYTHING WHICH WAS BROUGHT NEAR TO THEM WAS REFLECTED EVEN MORE CLEARLY THAN IN MIRRORS. 51 BUT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DESCRIBE THE REAL IMPRESSION WHICH THESE WORKS OF ART PRODUCED UPON THE MIND WHEN THEY WERE FINISHED. 52 FOR, WHEN THESE VESSELS HAD BEEN COMPLETED AND PLACED SIDE BY SIDE, FIRST A SILVER BOWL AND THEN A GOLDEN, THEN ANOTHER SILVER, AND THEN ANOTHER GOLDEN, THE APPEARANCE THEY PRESENTED IS ALTOGETHER INDESCRIBABLE, AND THOSE WHO CAME TO SEE THEM WERE NOT ABLE TO TEAR THEMSELVES FROM THE BRILLIANT SIGHT AND ENTRANCING SPECTACLE. 53 THE IMPRESSIONS PRODUCED BY THE SPECTACLE WERE VARIOUS IN KIND. 54 WHEN MEN LOOKED AT THE GOLDEN VESSELS, AND THEIR MINDS MADE A COMPLETE SURVEY OF EACH DETAIL OF WORKMANSHIP, THEIR SOULS WERE THRILLED WITH WONDER. 55 AGAIN WHEN A MAN WISHED TO DIRECT HIS GAZE TO THE SILVER VESSELS, AS THEY STOOD BEFORE HIM, EVERYTHING SEEMED TO FLASH WITH LIGHT ROUND ABOUT THE PLACE WHERE HE WAS STANDING, AND AFFORDED A STILL GREATER DELIGHT TO THE ONLOOKERS. 56 SO THAT IT IS REALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO DESCRIBE THE ARTISTIC BEAUTY OF THE WORKS. 57 THE GOLDEN VIALS THEY ENGRAVED IN THE CENTRE WITH VINE WREATHS. 58 AND ABOUT THE RIMS THEY WOVE A WREATH OF IVY AND MYRTLE AND OLIVE IN RELIEF WORK AND INSERTED PRECIOUS STONES IN IT. 59 THE OTHER PARTS OF THE RELIEF WORK THEY WROUGHT IN DIFFERENT PATTERNS, SINCE THEY MADE IT A POINT OF HONOUR TO COMPLETE EVERYTHING IN A WAY WORTHY OF THE MAJESTY OF THE KING. 60 IN A WORD IT MAY BE SAID THAT NEITHER IN THE KING'S TREASURY NOR IN ANY OTHER, WERE THERE ANY WORKS WHICH EQUALLED THESE IN COSTLINESS OR IN ARTISTIC SKILL. 61 FOR THE KING SPENT NO LITTLE [SEXUAL] THOUGHT UPON THEM, FOR HE [SEXUALLY] LOVED TO GAIN GLORY FOR THE EXCELLENCE OF HIS DESIGNS. 62 FOR OFTENTIMES HE WOULD NEGLECT HIS OFFICIAL BUSINESS, AND SPEND HIS TIME WITH THE ARTISTS IN HIS ANXIETY THAT THEY SHOULD COMPLETE EVERYTHING IN A MANNER WORTHY OF THE PLACE TO WHICH THE GIFTS WERE TO BE SENT. 63 SO EVERYTHING WAS CARRIED OUT ON A GRAND SCALE, IN A MANNER WORTHY OF THE KING WHO SENT THE GIFTS AND OF THE HIGH PRIEST WHO WAS THE RULER OF THE LAND. 64 THERE WAS NO STINT OF PRECIOUS STONES, FOR NOT LESS THAN FIVE THOUSAND WERE USED AND THEY WERE ALL OF LARGE SIZE. 65 THE MOST EXCEPTIONAL ARTISTIC SKILL WAS EMPLOYED, SO THAT THE COST OF THE STONES AND THE WORKMANSHIP WAS FIVE TIMES AS MUCH AS THAT OF THE GOLD.
CHAPTER 4
VIVID DETAILS OF THE SACRIFICE. THE UNERRING ACCURACY OF THE PRIESTS IS NOTABLE. A SAVAGE [SEXUAL] ORGY. A DESCRIPTION OF THE TEMPLE AND ITS WATER-WORKS.
1 I HAVE GIVEN YOU THIS DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENTS BECAUSE I [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT IT WAS NECESSARY. 2 THE NEXT POINT IN THE NARRATIVE IS AN ACCOUNT OF OUR JOURNEY TO ELEAZAR, BUT I WILL FIRST OF ALL GIVE YOU A DESCRIPTION OF THE WHOLE COUNTRY. 3 WHEN WE ARRIVED IN THE LAND OF THE JEWS, WE SAW THE CITY SITUATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WHOLE OF JUDEA ON THE TOP OF A MOUNTAIN OF CONSIDERABLE ALTITUDE. 4 ON THE SUMMIT THE TEMPLE HAD BEEN BUILT IN ALL ITS SPLENDOUR. 5 IT WAS SURROUNDED BY THREE WALLS MORE THAN SEVENTY CUBITS HIGH AND IN LENGTH AND BREADTH CORRESPONDING TO THE STRUCTURE OF THE EDIFICE. 6 ALL THE BUILDINGS WERE CHARACTERISED BY A MAGNIFICENCE AND COSTLINESS QUITE UNPRECEDENTED. 7 IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT NO EXPENSE HAD BEEN SPARED ON THE DOOR AND THE FASTENINGS, WHICH CONNECTED IT WITH THE DOOR-POSTS, AND THE STABILITY OF THE LINTEL. 8 THE STYLE OF THE CURTAIN TOO WAS THOROUGHLY IN PROPORTION TO THAT OF THE ENTRANCE. 9 ITS FABRIC OWING TO THE DRAUGHT OF WIND WAS IN PERPETUAL MOTION, AND AS THIS MOTION WAS COMMUNICATED FROM THE BOTTOM AND THE CURTAIN BULGED OUT TO ITS HIGHEST EXTENT, IT AFFORDED A PLEASANT SPECTACLE FROM WHICH A MAN COULD SCARCELY TEAR HIMSELF AWAY. 10 THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE ALTAR WAS IN KEEPING WITH THE PLACE ITSELF AND WITH THE BURNT OFFERINGS WHICH WERE CONSUMED BY FIRE UPON IT, AND THE APPROACH TO IT WAS ON A SIMILAR SCALE. 11 THERE WAS A GRADUAL SLOPE UP TO IT, CONVENIENTLY ARRANGED FOR THE [SEXLESS] PURPOSE OF DECENCY, AND THE MINISTERING PRIESTS WERE ROBED IN LINEN GARMENTS, DOWN TO THEIR ANKLES. 12 THE TEMPLE FACES THE EAST AND ITS BACK IS TOWARD THE WEST. 13 THE WHOLE OF THE FLOOR IS PAVED WITH STONES AND SLOPES DOWN TO THE APPOINTED PLACES, THAT WATER MAY BE CONVEYED TO WASH AWAY THE BLOOD FROM THE SACRIFICES, FOR MANY THOUSAND BEASTS ARE SACRIFICED THERE ON THE FEAST DAYS. 14 AND THERE IS AN INEXHAUSTIBLE SUPPLY OF WATER, BECAUSE AN ABUNDANT NATURAL SPRING GUSHES UP FROM WITHIN THE TEMPLE AREA. 15 THERE ARE MOREOVER WONDERFUL AND INDESCRIBABLE CISTERNS UNDERGROUND, AS THEY POINTED OUT TO ME, AT A DISTANCE OF FIVE FURLONGS ALL ROUND THE SITE OF THE TEMPLE, AND EACH OF THEM HAS COUNTLESS PIPES SO THAT THE DIFFERENT STREAMS CONVERGE TOGETHER. 16 AND ALL THESE WERE FASTENED WITH LEAD AT THE BOTTOM AND AT THE SIDEWALLS, AND OVER THEM A GREAT QUANTITY OF PLASTER HAD BEEN SPREAD, AND EVERY PART OF THE WORK HAD BEEN MOST CAREFULLY CARRIED OUT. 17 THERE ARE MANY OPENINGS FOR WATER AT THE BASE OF THE ALTAR WHICH ARE INVISIBLE TO ALL EXCEPT TO THOSE WHO ARE ENGAGED IN THE MINISTRATION, SO THAT ALL THE BLOOD OF THE SACRIFICES WHICH IS COLLECTED IN GREAT QUANTITIES IS WASHED AWAY IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE. 18 SUCH IS MY OPINION WITH REGARD TO THE [SEXLESS] CHARACTER OF THE RESERVOIRS AND I WILL NOW SHOW YOU HOW IT WAS CONFIRMED. 19 THEY LED ME MORE THAN FOUR FURLONGS OUTSIDE THE CITY AND BADE ME PEER DOWN TOWARDS A CERTAIN SPOT AND LISTEN TO THE NOISE THAT WAS MADE BY THE MEETING OF THE WATERS, SO THAT THE GREAT SIZE OF THE RESERVOIRS BECAME MANIFEST TO ME, AS HAS ALREADY BEEN POINTED OUT. 20 THE MINISTRATION OF THE PRIESTS IS IN EVERY WAY UNSURPASSED BOTH FOR ITS PHYSICAL ENDURANCE AND FOR ITS ORDERLY AND SILENT SERVICE. 21 FOR THEY ALL WORK SPONTANEOUSLY, THOUGH IT ENTAILS MUCH PAINFUL EXERTION, AND EACH ONE HAS A SPECIAL TASK ALLOTTED TO HIM. 22 THE SERVICE IS CARRIED ON WITHOUT INTERRUPTION--SOME PROVIDE THE WOOD, OTHERS THE OIL, OTHERS THE FINE WHEAT FLOUR, OTHERS THE SPICES; OTHERS AGAIN BRING THE PIECES OF FLESH FOR THE BURNT OFFERING, EXHIBITING A WONDERFUL, DEGREE OF STRENGTH. 23 FOR THEY TAKE UP WITH BOTH HANDS THE LIMBS OF A CALF, EACH OF THEM WEIGHING MORE THAN TWO TALENTS, AND THROW THEM WITH EACH HAND IN A WONDERFUL WAY ON TO THE HIGH PLACE OF THE ALTAR AND NEVER MISS PLACING THEM ON THE PROPER SPOT. 24 IN THE SAME WAY THE PIECES OF THE SHEEP AND ALSO OF THE GOATS ARE WONDERFUL BOTH FOR THEIR WEIGHT AND THEIR FATNESS. 25 FOR THOSE, WHOSE BUSINESS IT IS, ALWAYS SELECT THE BEASTS WHICH ARE WITHOUT BLEMISH AND SPECIALLY, FAT, AND THUS THE SACRIFICE WHICH I HAVE DESCRIBED, IS CARRIED OUT. 26 THERE IS A SPECIAL PLACE SET APART FOR THEM TO REST IN, WHERE THOSE WHO ARE RELIEVED FROM DUTY SIT. 27 WHEN THIS TAKES PLACE, THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY RESTED AND ARE READY TO RESUME THEIR DUTIES RISE UP SPONTANEOUSLY SINCE THERE IS NO ONE TO GIVE ORDERS WITH REGARD TO THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE SACRIFICES. 28 THE MOST COMPLETE SILENCE REIGNS SO THAT ONE MIGHT IMAGINE THAT THERE WAS NOT A SINGLE PERSON PRESENT, THOUGH THERE ARE ACTUALLY SEVEN HUNDRED MEN ENGAGED IN THE WORK, BESIDES THE VAST NUMBER OF THOSE WHO ARE OCCUPIED IN BRINGING UP THE SACRIFICES. 29 EVERYTHING IS CARRIED OUT WITH REVERENCE AND IN A WAY WORTHY OF THE GREAT GOD. 30 WE WERE GREATLY ASTONISHED, WHEN WE SAW ELEAZAR ENGAGED IN THE MINISTRATION, AT THE MODE OF HIS DRESS, AND THE MAJESTY OF HIS APPEARANCE, WHICH WAS REVEALED IN THE ROBE WHICH HE WORE AND THE PRECIOUS STONES UPON HIS PERSON. 31 THERE WERE GOLDEN BELLS UPON THE GARMENT WHICH REACHED DOWN TO HIS FEET, GIVING FORTH A PECULIAR KIND OF MELODY, AND ON BOTH SIDES OF THEM THERE WERE POMEGRANATES WITH VARIEGATED FLOWERS OF A WONDERFUL HUE. 32 HE WAS GIRDED WITH A GIRDLE OF CONSPICUOUS BEAUTY, WOVEN IN THE MOST BEAUTIFUL COLOURS. 33 ON HIS BREAST HE WORE THE ORACLE OF GOD, AS IT IS CALLED, ON WHICH TWELVE STONES, OF DIFFERENT KINDS, WERE INSET, FASTENED TOGETHER WITH GOLD, CONTAINING THE NAMES OF THE LEADERS OF THE TRIBES, ACCORDING TO THEIR ORIGINAL ORDER, EACH ONE FLASHING FORTH IN AN INDESCRIBABLE WAY ITS OWN PARTICULAR COLOUR. 34 ON HIS HEAD HE WORE A TIARA [JEWELED ORNAMENTAL BAND], AS IT IS CALLED, AND UPON THIS IN THE MIDDLE OF HIS FOREHEAD AN INIMITABLE TURBAN, THE ROYAL DIADEM FULL OF GLORY WITH THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] INSCRIBED IN SACRED LETTERS ON A PLATE OF GOLD…HAVING BEEN JUDGED WORTHY TO WEAR THESE EMBLEMS IN THE MINISTRATIONS. 35 THEIR APPEARANCE CREATED SUCH AWE AND CONFUSION OF MIND AS TO MAKE ONE FEEL THAT ONE HAD COME INTO THE PRESENCE OF A MAN WHO BELONGED TO A DIFFERENT WORLD. 36 I AM CONVINCED THAT ANY ONE WHO TAKES PART IN THE SPECTACLE WHICH I HAVE DESCRIBED WILL HE FILLED WITH ASTONISHMENT AND INDESCRIBABLE WONDER AND BE PROFOUNDLY AFFECTED IN HIS MIND AT THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT OF THE SANCTITY WHICH IS ATTACHED TO EACH DETAIL OF THE SERVICE. 37 BUT IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT GAIN COMPLETE INFORMATION, WE ASCENDED TO THE SUMMIT OF THE NEIGHBORING CITADEL AND LOOKED AROUND US. 38 IT IS SITUATED IN A VERY LOFTY SPOT, AND IS FORTIFIED WITH MANY TOWERS, WHICH HAVE BEEN BUILT UP TO THE VERY TOP, OF IMMENSE STONES, WITH THE OBJECT, AS WE WERE INFORMED, OF GUARDING THE TEMPLE PRECINCTS, SO THAT IF THERE WERE AN ATTACK, OR AN INSURRECTION OR AN ONSLAUGHT OF THE ENEMY, NO ONE WOULD BE ABLE TO FORCE AN ENTRANCE WITHIN THE WALLS THAT SURROUND THE TEMPLE. 39 ON THE TOWERS OF THE CITADEL ENGINES OF WAR WERE PLACED AND DIFFERENT KINDS OF MACHINES, AND THE POSITION WAS MUCH HIGHER THAN THE CIRCLE OF WALLS WHICH I HAVE MENTIONED. 40 THE TOWERS WERE GUARDED TOO BY MOST TRUSTY MEN WHO HAD GIVEN THE UTMOST PROOF OF THEIR LOYALTY TO THEIR COUNTRY. 41 THESE MEN WERE NEVER ALLOWED TO LEAVE THE CITADEL, EXCEPT ON FEAST DAYS AND THEN ONLY IN DETACHMENTS, NOR DID THEY PERMIT ANY STRANGER TO ENTER IT. 42 THEY WERE ALSO VERY CAREFUL WHEN ANY COMMAND CAME FROM THE CHIEF OFFICER TO ADMIT ANY VISITORS TO INSPECT THE PLACE, AS OUR OWN EXPERIENCE TAUGHT US. 43 THEY WERE VERY RELUCTANT TO ADMIT US--THOUGH WE WERE BUT TWO UNARMED MEN--TO VIEW THE OFFERING OF THE SACRIFICES. 44 AND THEY ASSERTED THAT THEY WERE BOUND BY AN OATH WHEN THE TRUST WAS COMMITTED TO THEM, FOR THEY HAD ALL SWORN AND WERE BOUND TO CARRY OUT THE OATH SACREDLY TO THE LETTER, THAT THOUGH THEY WERE FIVE HUNDRED IN NUMBER THEY WOULD NOT PERMIT MORE THAN FIVE MEN TO ENTER AT ONE TIME. 45 THE CITADEL WAS THE SPECIAL PROTECTION OF THE TEMPLE AND ITS FOUNDER HAD FORTIFIED IT SO STRONGLY THAT IT MIGHT EFFICIENTLY PROTECT IT.
CHAPTER 5
A DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY AND THE COUNTRYSIDE. COMPARE VERSE 11 WITH CONDITIONS OF TODAY. VERSES 89-41 REVEAL HOW THE ANCIENTS ESTIMATE A SCHOLAR AND A GENTLEMAN.
THE SIZE OF THE CITY IS OF MODERATE DIMENSIONS. 2 IT IS ABOUT FORTY FURLONGS [1/8 MILE, 220 YARDS] IN CIRCUMFERENCE, AS FAR AS ONE COULD CONJECTURE. 3 IT HAS ITS TOWERS ARRANGED IN THE SHAPE OF A THEATRE, WITH THOROUGHFARES LEADING BETWEEN THEM NOW THE CROSSROADS OF THE LOWER TOWERS ARE VISIBLE BUT THOSE OF THE UPPER TOWERS ARE MORE FREQUENTED. 4 FOR THE GROUND ASCENDS, SINCE THE CITY IS BUILT UPON A MOUNTAIN. 5 THERE ARE STEPS TOO WHICH LEAD UP TO THE CROSSROADS, AND SOME PEOPLE ARE ALWAYS GOING UP, AND OTHERS DOWN AND THEY KEEP AS FAR APART FROM EACH OTHER AS POSSIBLE ON THE ROAD BECAUSE OF THOSE WHO ARE BOUND BY THE RULES OF PURITY, LEST THEY SHOULD TOUCH ANYTHING WHICH IS [SEXUALLY] UNLAWFUL. 6 IT WAS NOT WITHOUT REASON THAT THE ORIGINAL FOUNDERS OF THE CITY BUILT IT IN DUE PROPORTIONS, FOR THEY POSSESSED CLEAR INSIGHT WITH REGARD TO WHAT WAS REQUIRED. 7 FOR THE COUNTRY IS EXTENSIVE AND BEAUTIFUL. 8 SOME PARTS OF IT ARE LEVEL, ESPECIALLY THE DISTRICTS WHICH BELONG TO SAMARIA, AS IT IS CALLED, AND WHICH BORDER ON THE LAND OF THE IDUMEANS, OTHER PARTS ARE MOUNTAINOUS, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHICH ARE CONTIGUOUS TO THE LAND OF JUDEA. 9 THE PEOPLE THEREFORE ARE BOUND TO DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO AGRICULTURE AND THE CULTIVATION OF THE SOIL THAT BY THIS MEANS THEY MAY HAVE A PLENTIFUL SUPPLY OF CROPS. 10 IN THIS WAY CULTIVATION OF EVERY KIND IS CARRIED ON AND AN ABUNDANT HARVEST REAPED IN THE WHOLE OF THE AFORESAID LAND. 11 THE CITIES WHICH ARE LARGE AND ENJOY A CORRESPONDING PROSPERITY ARE WELL-POPULATED, BUT THEY NEGLECT THE COUNTRY DISTRICTS, SINCE ALL MEN ARE INCLINED TO A LIFE OF ENJOYMENT, FOR EVERY ONE HAS A NATURAL TENDENCY TOWARDS THE PURSUIT OF [SEXLESS] PLEASURE. 12 THE SAME THING HAPPENED IN ALEXANDRIA, WHICH EXCELS ALL CITIES IN SIZE AND PROSPERITY. 13 COUNTRY PEOPLE BY MIGRATING FROM THE RURAL DISTRICTS AND SETTLING IN THE CITY BROUGHT AGRICULTURE INTO DISREPUTE: AND SO, TO PREVENT THEM FROM SETTLING IN THE CITY, THE KING ISSUED ORDERS THAT THEY SHOULD NOT STAY IN IT FOR MORE THAN TWENTY DAYS. 14 AND IN THE SAME WAY HE GAVE THE JUDGES WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS, THAT IF IT WAS NECESSARY TO ISSUE A SUMMONS AGAINST ANY ONE WHO LIVED IN THE COUNTRY, THE CASE MUST BE SETTLED WITHIN FIVE DAYS. 15 AND SINCE HE CONSIDERED THE MATTER ONE OF GREAT IMPORTANCE, HE APPOINTED ALSO LEGAL OFFICERS FOR EVERY DISTRICT WITH THEIR ASSISTANTS, THAT THE FARMERS AND THEIR ADVOCATES MIGHT NOT IN THE INTERESTS OF BUSINESS EMPTY THE GRANARIES OF THE CITY, I MEAN, OF THE PRODUCE OF HUSBANDRY. 16 I HAVE PERMITTED THIS DIGRESSION BECAUSE IT WAS ELEAZAR WHO POINTED OUT WITH GREAT CLEARNESS THE POINTS WHICH HAVE BEEN MENTIONED. 17 FOR GREAT IS THE ENERGY WHICH THEY EXPEND ON THE TILLAGE OF THE SOIL. 18 FOR THE LAND IS THICKLY PLANTED WITH MULTITUDES OF OLIVE TREES, WITH CROPS OF CORN AND PULSE, WITH VINES TOO, AND THERE IS ABUNDANCE OF HONEY. 19 OTHER KINDS OF FRUIT TREES AND DATES DO NOT COUNT COMPARED WITH THESE. 20 THERE ARE CATTLE OF ALL KINDS IN GREAT QUANTITIES AND A RICH PASTURAGE FOR THEM. 21 WHEREFORE THEY RIGHTLY RECOGNISE THAT THE COUNTRY DISTRICTS NEED A LARGE POPULATION, AND THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE VILLAGES ARE PROPERLY REGULATED. 22 A GREAT QUANTITY OF SPICES AND PRECIOUS STONES AND GOLD IS BROUGHT INTO THE COUNTRY BY THE ARABS. 23 FOR THE COUNTRY IS WELL ADAPTED NOT ONLY FOR AGRICULTURE BUT ALSO FOR COMMERCE, AND THE CITY IS RICH IN THE ARTS AND LACKS NONE OF THE MERCHANDISE WHICH IS BROUGHT ACROSS THE SEA. 24 IT POSSESSES TOO SUITABLE AND COMMODIOUS HARBOURS AT ASKALON, JOPPA, AND GAZA, AS WELL M AT PTOLEMAIS WHICH WAS FOUNDED BY THE KING AND HOLDS A CENTRAL POSITION COMPARED WITH THE OTHER PLACES NAMED, BEING NOT FAR DISTANT FROM ANY OF THEM. 25 THE COUNTRY PRODUCES EVERYTHING IN ABUNDANCE, SINCE IT IS WELL WATERED IN ALL DIRECTIONS AND WELL PROTECTED FROM STORMS. 26 THE RIVER JORDAN, AS IT IS CALLED, WHICH NEVER RUNS DRY, FLOWS THROUGH THE LAND. 27 ORIGINALLY THE COUNTRY CONTAINED NOT LESS THAN 60 MILLION ACRES--THOUGH AFTERWARDS THE NEIGHBOURING PEOPLES MADE INCURSIONS AGAINST IT--AND 600,000 MEN WERE SETTLED UPON IT IN FARMS OF A HUNDRED ACRES EACH. 28 THE RIVER LIKE THE NILE RISES IN HARVEST-TIME AND IRRIGATES A LARGE PORTION OF THE LAND. 29 NEAR THE DISTRICT BELONGING TO THE PEOPLE OF PTOLEMAIS IT ISSUES INTO ANOTHER RIVER AND THIS FLOWS OUT INTO THE SEA. 30 OTHER MOUNTAIN TORRENTS, AS THEY ARE CALLED, FLOW DOWN INTO THE PLAIN AND ENCOMPASS THE PARTS ABOUT GAZA AND THE DISTRICT OF ASHDOD. 31 THE COUNTRY IS ENCIRCLED BY A NATURAL FENCE AND IS VERY DIFFICULT TO ATTACK AND CANNOT BE ASSAILED BY LARGE FORCES, OWING TO THE NARROW PASSES, WITH THEFT OVERHANGING PRECIPICES AND DEEP RAVINES, AND THE RUGGED [SEXLESS] CHARACTER OF THE MOUNTAINOUS REGIONS WHICH SURROUND ALL THE LAND. 32 WE WERE TOLD THAT FROM THE NEIGHBOURING MOUNTAINS OF ARABIA COPPER AND IRON WERE FORMERLY OBTAINED. 33 THIS WAS STOPPED, HOWEVER, AT THE TIME OF THE PERSIAN RULE, SINCE THE AUTHORITIES OF THE TIME SPREAD ABROAD A FALSE REPORT THAT THE WORKING OF THE MINES WAS USELESS AND EXPENSIVE IN ORDER TO PREVENT THEIR COUNTRY FROM BEING DESTROYED BY THE MINING IN THESE DISTRICTS AND POSSIBLY TAKEN AWAY FROM THEM OWING TO THE PERSIAN RULE, SINCE BY THE ASSISTANCE OF THIS FALSE REPORT THEY FOUND AN EXCUSE FOR ENTERING THE DISTRICT. 34 I HAVE NOW, MY DEAR BROTHER PHILOCRATES, GIVEN YOU ALL THE ESSENTIAL INFORMATION UPON THIS SUBJECT IN BRIEF FORM. 35 I SHALL DESCRIBE THE WORK OF TRANSLATION IN THE SEQUEL. 36 THE HIGH PRIEST SELECTED MEN OF THE FINEST [SEXLESS] CHARACTER AND THE HIGHEST CULTURE, SUCH AS ONE WOULD EXPECT FROM THEIR NOBLE PARENTAGE. 37 THEY WERE MEN WHO HAD NOT ONLY ACQUIRED PROFICIENCY IN JEWISH LITERATURE BUT HAD STUDIED MOST CAREFULLY THAT OF THE GREEKS AS WELL. 38 THEY WERE SPECIALLY QUALIFIED THEREFORE FOR SERVING ON EMBASSIES AND THEY UNDERTOOK THIS DUTY WHENEVER IT WAS NECESSARY. 39 THEY POSSESSED A GREAT FACILITY FOR CONFERENCES AND THE DISCUSSION OF PROBLEMS CONNECTED WITH THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 40 THEY ESPOUSED THE MIDDLE COURSE--AND THIS IS ALWAYS THE BEST COURSE TO PURSUE. 41 THEY ABJURED THE ROUGH AND UNCOUTH MANNER, BUT THEY WERE ALTOGETHER ABOVE PRIDE AND NEVER ASSUMED AN AIR OF SUPERIORITY OVER OTHERS, AND IN CONVERSATION THEY WERE READY TO LISTEN AND GIVE AN APPROPRIATE ANSWER TO EVERY QUESTION. 42 AND ALL OF THEM CAREFULLY OBSERVED THIS RULE AND WERE ANXIOUS ABOVE EVERYTHING ELSE TO EXCEL EACH OTHER IN ITS OBSERVANCE AND THEY WERE ALL OF THEM WORTHY OF THEIR LEADER AND OF HIS VIRTUE. 43 AND ONE COULD OBSERVE HOW THEY [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ELEAZAR BY THEIR UNWILLINGNESS TO BE TORN AWAY FROM HIM AND HOW HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED THEM. 44 FAR BESIDES THE LETTER WHICH HE WROTE TO THE KING CONCERNING THEIR SAFE RETURN, HE ALSO EARNESTLY BESOUGHT ANDREAS TO WORK FOR THE SAME END AND URGED ME, TOO, TO ASSIST TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY. 45 AND ALTHOUGH WE PROMISED TO GIVE OUR BEST ATTENTION TO THE MATTER, HE SAID THAT HE WAS STILL GREATLY DISTRESSED, FOR HE KNEW THAT THE KING OUT OF THE GOODNESS OF HIS [DIVINE] NATURE CONSIDERED IT HIS HIGHEST PRIVILEGE, WHENEVER HE HEARD OF A MAN WHO WAS SUPERIOR TO HIS FELLOWS IN CULTURE AND WISDOM, TO SUMMON HIM TO HIS COURT. 46 FOR I HAVE HEARD OF A FINE SAYING OF HIS TO THE EFFECT THAT BY SECURING JUST AND PRUDENT MEN ABOUT HIS PERSON HE WOULD SECURE THE GREATEST PROTECTION FOR HIS KINGDOM, SINCE SUCH FRIENDS WOULD UNRESERVEDLY GIVE HIM THE MOST BENEFICIAL ADVICE. 47 AND THE MEN WHO WERE NOW BEING SENT TO HIM BY ELEAZAR UNDOUBTEDLY POSSESSED THESE QUALITIES. 48 AND HE FREQUENTLY ASSERTED UPON OATH THAT HE WOULD NEVER LET THE MEN GO IF IT WERE MERELY SOME PRIVATE INTEREST OF HIS OWN THAT CONSTITUTED THE IMPELLING [SEXLESS] MOTIVE-BUT IT WAS FOR THE COMMON ADVANTAGE OF ALL THE CITIZENS THAT HE WAS SENDING THEM. 49 FOR, HE EXPLAINED, THE GOOD LIFE CONSISTS IN THE KEEPING OF THE ENACTMENTS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND THIS END IS ACHIEVED MUCH MORE BY HEARING THAN BY READING. 50 FROM THIS AND OTHER SIMILAR STATEMENTS IT WAS CLEAR WHAT HIS FEELINGS TOWARDS THEM WERE.
CHAPTER 6
EXPLANATIONS OF THE CUSTOMS OF THE PEOPLE SHOWING WHAT IS MEANT BY THE WORD, "UNCLEAN." THE ESSENCE AND ORIGIN OF THE "GOD-BELIEF." VERSES 48-44 GIVE A PICTURESQUE DESCRIPTION OF THE DIVINITY OF PHYSIOLOGY.
1 IT IS WORTH WHILE TO MENTION BRIEFLY THE INFORMATION WHICH HE GAVE IN REPLY TO OUR QUESTIONS. 2 FOR I SUPPOSE THAT MOST PEOPLE FEEL A CURIOSITY WITH REGARD TO SOME OF THE ENACTMENTS IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW, ESPECIALLY THOSE ABOUT MEATS AND DRINKS AND ANIMALS RECOGNISED AS UNCLEAN. 3 WHEN WE ASKED WHY, SINCE THERE IS BUT ONE FORM OF CREATION, SOME ANIMALS ARE REGARDED AS UNCLEAN FOR EATING, AND OTHERS UNCLEAN EVEN TO THE TOUCH (FOR THOUGH THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS SCRUPULOUS ON MOST POINTS, IT IS SPECIALLY, SCRUPULOUS ON SUCH MATTERS AS THESE) HE BEGAN HIS REPLY AS FOLLOWS: 4 'YOU OBSERVE,' HE SAID, 'WHAT AN EFFECT OUR MODES OF LIFE AND OUR ASSOCIATIONS PRODUCE UPON US; BY ASSOCIATING WITH THE BAD, MEN CATCH THEIR DEPRAVITIES AND BECOME MISERABLE THROUGHOUT THEIR LIFE; BUT IF THEY LIVE WITH THE WISE AND PRUDENT, THEY FIND THE MEANS OF ESCAPING FROM IGNORANCE AND AMENDING THEIR LIVES. 5 OUR [SEXLESS] LAWGIVER FIRST OF ALL LAID DOWN THE PRINCIPLES OF PIETY AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AND INCULCATED THEM POINT BY POINT, NOT MERELY BY PROHIBITIONS BUT BY THE USE OF EXAMPLES AS WELL, DEMONSTRATING THE INJURIOUS EFFECTS OF [SEXUAL] SIN AND THE PUNISHMENTS INFLICTED BY GOD UPON THE GUILTY. 6 FOR HE PROVED FIRST OF ALL THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD AND THAT HIS POWER IS MANIFESTED THROUGHOUT THE UNIVERSE, SINCE EVERY PLACE IS FILLED WITH HIS SOVEREIGNTY AND NONE OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE WROUGHT IN SECRET BY MEN UPON THE EARTH ESCAPES HIS KNOWLEDGE. 7 FOR ALL THAT A MAN DOES AND ALL THAT IS TO COME TO PASS IN THE FUTURE ARE MANIFEST TO HIM. 8 WORKING OUT THESE TRUTHS CAREFULLY AND HAVING MADE THEM PLAIN, HE SHOWED THAT EVEN IF A MAN SHOULD [SEXUALLY] THINK OF DOING EVIL, TO SAY NOTHING OF ACTUALLY EFFECTING IT, HE WOULD NOT ESCAPE DETECTION, FOR HE MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE POWER OF GOD PERVADED [SPREAD THROUGH] THE WHOLE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 9 BEGINNING FROM HIS STARTING POINT, HE WENT ON TO SHOW THAT ALL MANKIND EXCEPT OURSELVES BELIEVE IN THE EXISTENCE OF MANY GODS, THOUGH THEY THEMSELVES ARE MUCH MORE POWERFUL THAN THE BEINGS WHOM THEY VAINLY WORSHIP. 10 FOR WHEN THEY HAVE MADE STATUES OF STONE AND WOOD, THEY SAY THAT THEY ARE THE IMAGES OF THOSE WHO HAVE INVENTED SOMETHING USEFUL FOR LIFE AND THEY WORSHIP THEM, THOUGH THEY HAVE CLEAR PROOF THAT THEY POSSESS NO FEELING. 11 FOR IT WOULD BE UTTERLY FOOLISH TO SUPPOSE THAT ANY ONE BECAME A GOD IN VIRTUE OF HIS INVENTIONS. 12 FOR THE INVENTORS SIMPLY TOOK CERTAIN OBJECTS ALREADY CREATED AND BY COMBINING THEM TOGETHER, SHOWED THAT THEY POSSESSED A FRESH UTILITY: THEY DID NOT THEMSELVES CREATE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE THING, AND SO IT IS A VAIN AND FOOLISH THING FOR PEOPLE TO MAKE GODS OF MEN [MORTAL GODS] LIKE THEMSELVES. 13 FOR IN OUR TIMES THERE ARE MANY WHO ARE MUCH MORE INVENTIVE AND MUCH MORE LEARNED THAN THE MEN OF FORMER DAYS WHO HAVE BEEN DEIFIED, AND YET THEY WOULD NEVER COME TO WORSHIP THEM. 14 THE MAKERS AND AUTHORS OF THESE [BULLSHIT] MYTHS [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT THEY ARE THE WISEST OF THE GREEKS. 15 WHY NEED WE SPEAK OF OTHER [SEXUALLY] INFATUATED PEOPLE, EGYPTIANS AND THE LIKE, WHO PLACE THEIR RELIANCE UPON WILD BEASTS AND MOST KINDS OF CREEPING THINGS AND CATTLE, AND WORSHIP THEM, AND OFFER SACRIFICES TO THEM BOTH WHILE LIVING AND WHEN DEAD? 16 NOW OUR [SEXLESS] LAWGIVER BEING A WISE MAN AND SPECIALLY ENDOWED BY GOD TO UNDERSTAND ALL THINGS, TOOK A COMPREHENSIVE VIEW OF EACH PARTICULAR DETAIL, AND FENCED US ROUND WITH IMPREGNABLE RAMPARTS AND WALLS OF IRON, THAT WE MIGHT NOT MINGLE AT ALL WITH ANY OF THE OTHER NATIONS, BUT REMAIN PURE IN BODY AND SOUL, FREE FROM ALL VAIN IMAGINATIONS, WORSHIPPING THE ONE ALMIGHTY GOD ABOVE THE WHOLE CREATION. 17 HENCE THE LEADING EGYPTIAN PRIESTS HAVING LOOKED CAREFULLY INTO MANY MATTERS, AND BEING COGNIZANT WITH OUR AFFAIRS, CALL US "MEN OF GOD." 18 THIS IS A TITLE WHICH DOES NOT BELONG TO THE REST OF MANKIND BUT ONLY TO THOSE WHO WORSHIP THE TRUE GOD. 19 THE REST ARE MEN NOT OF GOD BUT OF MEATS AND DRINKS AND CLOTHING. 20 FOR THEIR WHOLE DISPOSITION LEADS THEM TO FIND SOLACE IN THESE THINGS ARE RECKONED OF NO ACCOUNT, BUT THROUGHOUT THEIR THINGS. 21 AMONG OUR PEOPLE SUCH WHOLE LIFE THEIR MAIN CONSIDERATION IS THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD. 22 THEREFORE LEST WE SHOULD BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED BY ANY ABOMINATION, OR OUR LIVES BE PERVERTED BY EVIL COMMUNICATIONS, HE HEDGED US ROUND ON ALL SIDES BY RULES OF PURITY, AFFECTING ALIKE WHAT WE EAT, OR DRINK, OR TOUCH, OR HEAR, OR SEE. 23 FOR THOUGH, SPEAKING GENERALLY, ALL THINGS ARE ALIKE IN THEIR NATURAL CONSTITUTION, SINCE THEY ARE ALL GOVERNED BY ONE AND THE SAME POWER, YET THERE IS A DEEP REASON IN EACH INDIVIDUAL CASE WHY WE ABSTAIN FROM THE USE OF CERTAIN THINGS AND ENJOY THE COMMON USE OF OTHERS. 24 FOR THE SAKE OF ILLUSTRATION I WILL RUN OVER ONE OR TWO POINTS AND EXPLAIN THEM TO YOU. 25 FOR YOU MUST NOT FALL INTO THE DEGRADING IDEA THAT IT WAS OUT OF REGARD TO MICE AND WEASELS AND OTHER SUCH THINGS THAT MOSES DREW UP HIS [SEXLESS] LAWS WITH SUCH EXCEEDING CARE. 26 ALL THESE ORDINANCES WERE MADE FOR THE SAKE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS TO AID THE QUEST FOR VIRTUE AND THE PERFECTING OF [SEXLESS] CHARACTER. 27 FOR ALL THE BIRDS THAT WE USE ARE TAME AND DISTINGUISHED BY THEIR CLEANLINESS, FEEDING ON VARIOUS KINDS OF GRAIN AND PULSE, SUCH AS FOR INSTANCE PIGEONS, TURTLE-DOVES, LOCUSTS, PARTRIDGES, GEESE ALSO, AND ALL OTHER BIRDS OF THIS CLASS. 28 BUT THE BIRDS WHICH ARE FORBIDDEN YOU WILL FIND TO BE WILD AND CARNIVOROUS, TYRANNISING OVER THE OTHERS BY THE STRENGTH WHICH THEY POSSESS, AND CRUELLY OBTAINING FOOD BY PREYING OF THE TAME BIRDS ENUMERATED ABOVE. 29 AND NOT ONLY SO, BUT THEY SEIZE LAMBS AND KIDS, AND INJURE HUMAN BEINGS TOO, WHETHER DEAD OR ALIVE, AND SO BY NAMING THEM UNCLEAN, HE GAVE A SIGN BY MEANS OF THEM THAT THOSE, FOR WHOM THE LEGISLATION WAS ORDAINED, MUST PRACTISE RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THEIR HEARTS AND NOT TYRANNISE OVER ANY ONE IN RELIANCE UPON THEIR OWN STRENGTH NOR ROB THEM OF ANYTHING, BUT STEER THEIR COURSE OF LIFE IN ACCORDANCE WITH JUSTICE, JUST AS THE TAME BIRDS, ALREADY MENTIONED, CONSUME THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF PULSE THAT GROW UPON THE EARTH AND DO NOT TYRANNISE TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR OWN KINDRED. 30 OUR LEGISLATOR TAUGHT US THEREFORE THAT IT IS BY SUCH METHODS AS THESE THAT INDICATIONS ARE GIVEN TO THE WISE, THAT THEY MUST BE JUST AND EFFECT NOTHING BY VIOLENCE, AND REFRAIN FROM TYRANNISING OVER OTHERS IN RELIANCE UPON THEIR OWN STRENGTH. 31 FOR SINCE IT IS CONSIDERED UNSEEMLY EVEN TO TOUCH SUCH UNCLEAN ANIMALS, AS HAVE BEEN MENTIONED, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR PARTICULAR HABITS, OUGHT WE NOT TO TAKE EVERY PRECAUTION LEST OUR OWN [SEXUAL] CHARACTERS SHOULD BE DESTROYED TO THE SAME EXTENT? 32 WHEREFORE ALL THE RULES WHICH HE HAS LAID DOWN WITH REGARD TO WHAT IS PERMITTED IN THE CASE OF THESE BIRDS AND OTHER ANIMALS, HE HAS ENACTED WITH THE OBJECT OF TEACHING US A MORAL LESSON. 33 FOR THE DIVISION OF THE HOOF AND THE SEPARATION OF THE CLAWS ARE INTENDED TO TEACH US THAT WE MUST [HOLY] DISCRIMINATE BETWEEN OUR INDIVIDUAL [SEXLESS] ACTIONS WITH A VIEW TO THE PRACTICE OF VIRTUE. 34 FOR THE STRENGTH OF OUR WHOLE BODY AND ITS ACTIVITY DEPEND UPON OUR SHOULDERS AND LIMBS. 35 THEREFORE HE COMPELS US TO RECOGNISE THAT WE MUST PERFORM ALL OUR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS WITH [HOLY] DISCRIMINATION ACCORDING TO THE STANDARD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, MORE ESPECIALLY BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN DISTINCTLY SEPARATED FROM THE REST OF MANKIND. 36 FOR MOST OTHER MEN DEFILE THEMSELVES BY PROMISCUOUS INTERCOURSE, THEREBY WORKING GREAT INIQUITY, AND WHOLE COUNTRIES AND CITIES PRIDE THEMSELVES UPON SUCH [SEXUAL] VICES [TABOOS]. 37 FOR THEY NOT ONLY HAVE [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH MEN BUT THEY DEFILE THEIR OWN MOTHERS AND EVEN THEIR DAUGHTERS. 38 BUT WE HAVE BEEN KEPT SEPARATE FROM SUCH [SEXUAL] SINS. 39 AND THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN SEPARATED IN THE AFOREMENTIONED WAY ARE ALSO CHARACTERISED BY THE [SEXLESS] LAWGIVER AS POSSESSING THE GIFT OF MEMORY. 40 FOR ALL ANIMALS "WHICH ARE CLOVEN-FOOTED AND CHEW THE CUD" REPRESENT TO THE INITIATED THE SYMBOL OF MEMORY. 41 FOR THE ACT OF CHEWING THE CUD IS NOTHING ELSE THAN THE REMINISCENCE OF LIFE AND EXISTENCE. 42 FOR LIFE IS WONT TO BE SUSTAINED BY MEANS OF FOOD, WHEREFOR HE EXHORTS US IN THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE ALSO IN THESE WORDS: "THOU SHALT SURELY REMEMBER THE LORD THAT WROUGHT IN THEE THOSE GREAT AND WONDERFUL THINGS." 43 FOR WHEN THEY ARE PROPERLY CONCEIVED, THEY ARE MANIFESTLY GREAT AND GLORIOUS; FIRST THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE BODY AND THE DISPOSITION OF THE FOOD AND THE SEPARATION OF EACH INDIVIDUAL LIMB AND, FOR MORE, THE ORGANISATION OF THE SENSES, THE OPERATION AND INVISIBLE MOVEMENT OF THE MIND, THE RAPIDITY OF ITS PARTICULAR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS AND ITS DISCOVERY OF THE ARTS, DISPLAY AN INFINITE RESOURCEFULNESS. 44 WHEREFORE HE EXHORTS US TO REMEMBER THAT THE AFORESAID PARTS ARE KEPT TOGETHER BY THE DIVINE POWER WITH CONSUMMATE SKILL. 45 FOR HE HAS MARKED OUT EVERY TIME AND PLACE THAT WE MAY CONTINUALLY REMEMBER THE GOD WHO RULES AND PRESERVES US. 46 FOR IN THE MATTER OF MEATS AND DRINKS HE BIDS US FIRST OF ALL OFFER PART AS A SACRIFICE AND THEN FORTHWITH ENJOY OUR MEAL. 47 MOREOVER, UPON OUR GARMENTS HE HAS GIVEN US A SYMBOL OF REMEMBRANCE, AND IN LIKE MANNER HE HAS ORDERED US TO PUT THE DIVINE ORACLES UPON OUR GATES AND DOORS AS A REMEMBRANCE OF GOD. 48 AND UPON OUR HANDS, TOO, HE EXPRESSLY ORDERS THE SYMBOL TO BE FASTENED, CLEARLY SHOWING THAT WE OUGHT TO PERFORM EVERY ACT IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, REMEMBERING OUR OWN CREATION, AND ABOVE ALL THE FEAR OF GOD. 49 HE BIDS MEN ALSO, WHEN LYING DOWN TO SLEEP AND RISING TIP AGAIN, TO MEDITATE UPON THE WORKS OF GOD, NOT ONLY IN WORD, BUT BY OBSERVING DISTINCTLY THE CHANGE AND IMPRESSION PRODUCED UPON THEM, WHEN THEY ARE GOING TO SLEEP, AND ALSO THEIR WAKING, HOW DIVINE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE THE CHANGE FROM ONE OF THESE STATES TO THE OTHER IS. 50 THE EXCELLENCY OF THE ANALOGY IN REGARD TO DISCRIMINATION AND MEMORY HAS NOW BEEN POINTED OUT TO YOU, ACCORDING TO OUR INTERPRETATION OF "THE CLOVEN HOOF AND THE CHEWING OF THE CUD." 51 FOR OUR [SEXLESS] LAWS HAVE NOT BEEN DRAWN UP AT RANDOM OR IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FIRST CASUAL [SEXLESS] THOUGHT THAT OCCURRED TO THE MIND, BUT WITH A VIEW TO TRUTH AND THE INDICATION OF RIGHT REASON. 52 FOR BY MEANS OF THE DIRECTIONS WHICH HE GIVES WITH REGARD TO MEATS AND DRINKS AND PARTICULAR CASES OF TOUCHING, HE BIDS US NEITHER TO DO NOR LISTEN TO ANYTHING THOUGHTLESSLY NOR TO RESORT TO INJUSTICE BY THE ABUSE OF THE POWER OF [SEXUAL] REASON. 53 IN THE CASE OF THE WILD ANIMALS, TOO, THE SAME PRINCIPLE MAY BE DISCOVERED. 54 FOR THE [SEXUAL] CHARACTER OF THE WEASEL AND OF MICE AND SUCH ANIMALS AS THESE, WHICH ARE EXPRESSLY MENTIONED, IS DESTRUCTIVE. 55 MICE DEFILE AND DAMAGE EVERYTHING, NOT ONLY FOR THEIR OWN FOOD BUT EVEN TO THE EXTENT OF RENDERING ABSOLUTELY USELESS TO MAN WHATEVER IT FALLS IN THEIR WAY TO DAMAGE. 56 THE WEASEL CLASS, TOO, IS PECULIAR: FOR BESIDES WHAT HAS BEEN SAID, IT HAS A CHARACTERISTIC WHICH IS DEFILING: IT CONCEIVES THROUGH THE EARS AND BRINGS FORTH THROUGH THE MOUTH. 57 AND IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT A LIKE PRACTICE IS DECLARED UNCLEAN IN MEN. 58 FOR BY EMBODYING IN SPEECH ALL THAT THEY RECEIVE THROUGH THE EARS, THEY INVOLVE OTHERS IN EVILS AND WORK NO ORDINARY IMPURITY, BEING THEMSELVES ALTOGETHER DEFILED BY THE [SEXUAL] POLLUTION OF IMPIETY [GODLESSNESS OR ATHEISTIC]. 59 AND YOUR KING, AS WE ARE INFORMED, DOES QUITE RIGHT IN DESTROYING SUCH MEN.' 60 THEN I SAID 'I SUPPOSE YOU MEAN THE INFORMERS, FOR HE CONSTANTLY EXPOSES THEM TO TORTURES AND TO PAINFUL FORMS OF DEATH.' 61 'YES,' HE REPLIED, 'THESE ARE THE MEN I MEAN; FOR TO WATCH FOR MEN'S DESTRUCTION IS AN UNHOLY THING. 62 AND OUR [SEXLESS] LAW FORBIDS US TO INJURE ANY ONE EITHER BY WORD OR DEED. 63 MY BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THESE MATTERS OUGHT TO HAVE CONVINCED YOU, THAT ALL OUR REGULATIONS HAVE BEEN DRAWN UP WITH A VIEW TO RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THAT NOTHING HAS BEEN ENACTED IN THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE THOUGHTLESSLY OR WITHOUT DUE REASON, BUT ITS [SEXLESS] PURPOSE IS TO ENABLE US THROUGHOUT OUR WHOLE LIFE AND IN ALL OUR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS TO PRACTISE RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE ALL MEN, BEING MINDFUL OF ALMIGHTY GOD. 64 AND SO CONCERNING MEATS AND THINGS UNCLEAN, CREEPING THINGS, AND WILD BEASTS, THE WHOLE SYSTEM AIMS AT RIGHTEOUSNESS AND RIGHTEOUS RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN MAN AND MAN.' 65 HE SEEMED TO ME TO HAVE MADE A GOOD DEFENCE ON ALL THE POINTS; FOR IN REFERENCE ALSO TO THE CALVES AND RAMS AND GOATS WHICH ARE OFFERED, HE SAID THAT IT WAS NECESSARY TO TAKE THEM FROM THE HERDS AND FLOCKS, AND SACRIFICE TAME ANIMALS AND OFFER NOTHING WILD, THAT THE OFFERERS OF THE SACRIFICES MIGHT UNDERSTAND THE SYMBOLIC MEANING OF THE [SEXLESS] LAWGIVER AND NOT BE UNDER THE [SEXUAL] INFLUENCE OF AN [SEXUAL] ARROGANT SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS. 66 FOR HE, WHO OFFERS A SACRIFICE, MAKES AN OFFERING ALSO OF HIS OWN SOUL IN ALL ITS [SEXLESS] MOODS. 67 I [SEXLESSLY] THINK THAT THESE PARTICULARS WITH REGARD TO OUR DISCUSSION ARE WORTH NARRATING, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THE SANCTITY AND NATURAL MEANING OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, I HAVE BEEN INDUCED TO EXPLAIN THEM TO YOU CLEARLY, PHILOCRATES, BECAUSE OF YOUR OWN DEVOTION TO LEARNING.
CHAPTER 7
THE ARRIVAL OF THE ENVOYS WITH THE MANUSCRIPT OF THE PRECIOUS BOOK AND GIFTS. PREPARATIONS FOR A ROYAL BANQUET. THE HOST IMMEDIATELY UPON BEING SEATED AT TABLE ENTERTAINS HIS GUESTS WITH QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. SOME SAGE COMMENTS ON SOCIOLOGY.
1 AND ELEAZAR, AFTER OFFERING THE SACRIFICE, AND SELECTING THE ENVOYS, AND PREPARING MANY GIFTS FOR THE KING, DESPATCHED US ON OUR JOURNEY IN GREAT SECURITY. 2 AND WHEN WE REACHED ALEXANDRIA, THE KING WAS AT ONCE INFORMED OF OUR ARRIVAL. 3 ON OUR ADMISSION TO THE PALACE, ANDREAS AND I WARMLY GREETED THE KING AND HANDED OVER TO HIM THE LETTER WRITTEN BY ELEAZAR. 4 THE KING WAS VERY ANXIOUS TO MEET THE ENVOYS, AND GAVE ORDERS THAT ALL THE OTHER OFFICIALS SHOULD BE DISMISSED AND THE ENVOYS SUMMONED TO HIS PRESENCE AT ONCE. 5 NOW THIS EXCITED GENERAL SURPRISE, FOR IT IS CUSTOMARY FOR THOSE WHO COME TO SEEK AN AUDIENCE WITH THE KING ON MATTERS OF IMPORTANCE TO BE ADMITTED TO HIS PRESENCE ON THE FIFTH DAY, WHILE ENVOYS FROM KINGS OR VERY IMPORTANT CITIES WITH DIFFICULTY SECURE ADMISSION TO THE COURT IN THIRTY DAYS--BUT THESE MEN HE COUNTED WORTHY OF GREATER HONOUR, SINCE HE HELD THEIR MASTER IN SUCH HIGH ESTEEM, AND SO HE IMMEDIATELY DISMISSED THOSE WHOSE PRESENCE HE REGARDED AS SUPERFLUOUS AND CONTINUED WALKING ABOUT UNTIL THEY CAME IN AND HE WAS ABLE TO WELCOME THEM. 6 WHEN THEY ENTERED WITH THE GIFTS WHICH HAD BEEN SENT WITH THEM AND THE VALUABLE PARCHMENTS, ON WHICH THE [SEXLESS] LAW WAS INSCRIBED IN GOLD IN JEWISH [SEXLESS] CHARACTERS, FOR THE PARCHMENT WAS WONDERFULLY PREPARED AND THE CONNEXION BETWEEN THE PAGES HAD BEEN SO AFFECTED AS TO BE INVISIBLE, THE KING AS SOON AS HE SAW THEM BEGAN TO ASK THEM ABOUT THE BOOKS. 7 AND WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN THE ROLLS OUT OF THEIR COVERINGS AND UNFOLDED THE PAGES, THE KING STOOD STILL FOR A LONG TIME AND THEN MAKING OBEISANCE ABOUT SEVEN TIMES, HE SAID: 8 'I THANK YOU, MY FRIENDS, AND I THANK HIM THAT SENT YOU STILL MORE, AND MOST OF ALL GOD, WHOSE ORACLES THESE ARE.' 9 AND WHEN ALL, THE ENVOYS AND THE OTHERS WHO WERE PRESENT AS WELL, SHOUTED OUT AT ONE TIME AND WITH ONE VOICE: 'GOD SAVE THE KING!' HE BURST INTO TEARS OF JOY. 10 FOR HIS EXALTATION OF SOUL AND THE SENSE OF THE OVERWHELMING HONOUR WHICH HAD BEEN PAID HIM COMPELLED HIM TO WEEP OVER HIS GOOD FORTUNE. 11 HE COMMANDED THEM TO PUT THE ROLLS BACK IN THEIR PLACES AND THEN AFTER SALUTING THE MEN, SAID: 'IT WAS RIGHT, MEN OF GOD, THAT I SHOULD FIRST OF ALL PAY MY REVERENCE TO THE BOOKS FOR THE SAKE OF WHICH I SUMMONED YOU HERE AND THEN WHEN I HAD DONE THAT, TO EXTEND THE RIGHT-HAND OF FRIENDSHIP TO YOU. 12 IT WAS FOR THIS REASON THAT I DID THIS FIRST. 13 I HAVE ENACTED THAT THIS DAY, ON WHICH YOU ARRIVED, SHALL BE KEPT AS A GREAT DAY AND IT WILL BE CELEBRATED ANNUALLY THROUGHOUT MY LIFE TIME. 14 IT HAPPENS ALSO THAT IT IS THE ANNIVERSARY OF MY NAVAL VICTORY OVER ANTIGONUS. THEREFORE, I SHALL BE GLAD TO FEAST WITH YOU TO-DAY. 15 EVERYTHING THAT YOU MAY HAVE OCCASION TO USE,' HE SAID, 'SHALL BE PREPARED FOR YOU IN A BEFITTING MANNER AND FOR ME ALSO WITH YOU.' 16 AFTER THEY HAD EXPRESSED THEIR DELIGHT, HE GAVE ORDERS THAT THE BEST QUARTERS NEAR THE CITADEL SHOULD BE ASSIGNED TO THEM, AND THAT PREPARATIONS SHOULD BE MADE FOR THE BANQUET. 17 AND NICANOR SUMMONED THE LORD HIGH STEWARD, DOROTHEUS, WHO WAS THE SPECIAL OFFICER APPOINTED TO LOOK AFTER THE JEWS, AND COMMANDED HIM TO MAKE THE NECESSARY PREPARATION FOR EACH ONE. 18 FOR THIS ARRANGEMENT HAD BEEN MADE BY THE KING AND IT IS AN ARRANGEMENT WHICH YOU SEE MAINTAINED TODAY. 19 FOR AS MANY CITIES AS HAVE SPECIAL CUSTOMS IN THE MATTER OF DRINKING, EATING, AND RECLINING, HAVE SPECIAL OFFICERS APPOINTED TO LOOK AFTER THEIR REQUIREMENTS. 20 AND WHENEVER THEY COME TO VISIT THE KINGS, PREPARATIONS ARE MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR OWN CUSTOMS, IN ORDER THAT THERE MAY BE NO DISCOMFORT TO DISTURB THE ENJOYMENT OF THEIR VISIT. 21 THE. SAME PRECAUTION WAS TAKEN IN THE CASE OF THE JEWISH ENVOYS. 22 NOW DOROTHEUS WHO WAS THE PATRON APPOINTED TO LOOK AFTER JEWISH GUESTS WAS A VERY CONSCIENTIOUS MAN. 23 ALL THE STORES WHICH WERE UNDER HIS CONTROL AND SET APART FOR THE RECEPTION OF SUCH GUESTS, HE BROUGHT OUT FOR THE FEAST. 24 HE ARRANGED THE SEATS IN TWO ROWS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE KING'S INSTRUCTIONS. 25 FOR HE HAD ORDERED HIM TO MAKE HALF THE MEN SIT AT HIS RIGHT HAND AND THE REST BEHIND HIM, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT NOT WITHHOLD FROM THEM THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE HONOUR. 26 WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN THEIR SEATS, HE INSTRUCTED DOROTHEUS TO CARRY OUT EVERYTHING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CUSTOMS WHICH WERE IN USE AMONGST HIS JEWISH GUESTS. 27 THEREFORE HE DISPENSED WITH THE SERVICES OF THE SACRED HERALDS AND THE SACRIFICING PRIESTS AND THE OTHERS WHO WERE ACCUSTOMED TO OFFER THE PRAYERS, AND CALLED UPON ONE OF OUR NUMBER, ELEAZAR, THE OLDEST OF THE JEWISH PRIESTS, TO OFFER PRAYER INSTEAD. 28 AND HE ROSE UP AND MADE A REMARKABLE PRAYER. 'MAY ALMIGHTY GOD ENRICH YOU, O KING, WITH ALL THE GOOD THINGS WHICH HE HAS MADE AND MAY HE GRANT YOU AND YOUR WIFE AND YOUR CHILDREN AND YOUR COMRADES THE CONTINUAL POSSESSION OF THEM AS LONG AS YOU LIVE!' 29 AT THESE WORDS A LOUD AND JOYOUS APPLAUSE BROKE OUT WHICH LASTED FOR A CONSIDERABLE TIME, AND THEN THEY TURNED TO THE ENJOYMENT OF THE BANQUET WHICH HAD BEEN PREPARED. 30 ALL THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR SERVICE AT TABLE WERE CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE INJUNCTION OF DOROTHEUS. 31 AMONG THE ATTENDANTS WERE THE ROYAL PAGES AND OTHERS WHO HELD PLACES OF HONOUR AT THE KING'S COURT. 32 TAKING AN OPPORTUNITY AFFORDED BY A PAUSE IN THE BANQUET THE KING ASKED THE ENVOY WHO SAT IN THE SEAT OF HONOUR (FOR THEY WERE ARRANGED ACCORDING TO SENIORITY), HOW HE COULD KEEP HIS KINGDOM UNIMPAIRED TO THE END? 33 AFTER PONDERING FOR A MOMENT HE REPLIED, 'YOU COULD BEST ESTABLISH ITS SECURITY IF YOU WERE TO IMITATE THE UNCEASING BENIGNITY OF GOD. FOR IF YOU EXHIBIT CLEMENCY AND INFLICT MILD PUNISHMENTS UPON THOSE WHO DESERVE THEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR DESERTS, YOU WILL TURN THEM FROM EVIL AND LEAD THEM TO REPENTANCE.' 34 THE KING PRAISED THE ANSWER AND THEN ASKED THE NEXT MAN, HOW HE COULD DO EVERYTHING FOR THE BEST IN ALL HIS [SEXLESS] ACTIONS? 35 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF A MAN MAINTAINS A JUST BEARING TOWARDS ALL, HE WILL ALWAYS ACT RIGHTLY ON EVERY OCCASION, REMEMBERING THAT EVERY [SEXUAL] THOUGHT IS KNOWN TO GOD. IF YOU TAKE THE FEAR OF GOD AS YOUR STARTING-POINT, YOU WILL NEVER MISS THE GOAL.' 36 THE KING COMPLIMENTED THIS MAN, TOO, UPON HIS ANSWER AND ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD HAVE FRIENDS LIKE-MINDED WITH HIMSELF? 37 HE REPLIED, 'IF THEY SEE YOU STUDYING THE INTERESTS OF THE MULTITUDES OVER WHOM YOU RULE; YOU WILL DO WELL TO OBSERVE HOW GOD BESTOWS HIS BENEFITS ON THE HUMAN RACE, PROVIDING FOR THEM HEALTH AND FOOD AND--ALL OTHER THINGS IN DUE SEASON.' 38 AFTER EXPRESSING HIS AGREEMENT WITH THE REPLY, THE KING ASKED THE NEXT GUEST, HOW IN GIVING AUDIENCES AND PASSING JUDGMENTS HE COULD GAIN THE PRAISE EVEN OF THOSE WHO FAILED TO WIN THEIR SUIT? 39 AND HE SAID, 'IF YOU ARE FAIR IN SPEECH TO ALL ALIKE AND NEVER ACT [SEXUAL] INSOLENTLY NOR TYRANNICALLY IN YOUR TREATMENT OF [SEXUAL] OFFENDERS. AND YOU WILL DO THIS IF YOU WATCH THE METHOD BY WHICH GOD ACTS. THE PETITIONS OF THE WORTHY ARE ALWAYS FULFILLED, WHILE THOSE WHO FAIL TO OBTAIN AN ANSWER TO THEIR PRAYERS ARE INFORMED BY MEANS OF DREAMS OR EVENTS OF WHAT WAS HARMFUL IN THEIR REQUESTS AND THAT GOD DOES NOT SMITE THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS OR THE GREATNESS OF HIS STRENGTH, BUT ACTS WITH FORBEARANCE TOWARDS THEM.' 40 THE KING PRAISED THE MAN WARMLY FOR HIS ANSWER AND ASKED THE NEXT IN ORDER, HOW HE COULD BE INVINCIBLE IN MILITARY AFFAIRS? 41 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF HE DID NOT TRUST ENTIRELY TO HIS MULTITUDES OR HIS WARLIKE FORCES, BUT CALLED UPON GOD CONTINUALLY TO BRING HIS ENTERPRISES TO A SUCCESSFUL ISSUE, WHILE HE HIMSELF. DISCHARGED ALL HIS DUTIES IN THE SPIRIT OF JUSTICE.' 42 WELCOMING THIS ANSWER, HE ASKED ANOTHER HOW HE MIGHT BECOME. AN OBJECT OF DREAD TO HIS ENEMIES. 43 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF WHILE MAINTAINING A VAST SUPPLY OF ARMS AND FORCES HE REMEMBERED THAT THESE THINGS WERE POWERLESS TO ACHIEVE A PERMANENT AND CONCLUSIVE RESULT. FOR EVEN GOD INSTILS FEAR INTO THE MINDS OF MEN BY GRANTING REPRIEVES AND MAKING MERELY A DISPLAY OF THE GREATNESS OF HIS POWER.' 44 THIS MAN THE KING PRAISED AND THEN SAID TO THE NEXT, 'WHAT IS THE HIGHEST GOOD IN LIFE?' 45 AND HE ANSWERED, 'TO KNOW THAT GOD IS LORD OF THE UNIVERSE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND THAT IN OUR FINEST ACHIEVEMENTS IT IS NOT WE WHO ATTAIN SUCCESS BUT GOD WHO BY HIS POWER BRINGS ALL THINGS TO FULFILMENT AND LEADS US TO THE GOAL.' 46 THE KING EXCLAIMED THAT THE MAN HAD ANSWERED WELL AND THEN ASKED THE NEXT HOW HE COULD KEEP ALL HIS POSSESSIONS INTACT AND FINALLY HAND THEM DOWN TO HIS SUCCESSORS IN THE SAME CONDITION? 47 AND HE ANSWERED, 'BY PRAYING CONSTANTLY TO GOD THAT YOU MAY BE INSPIRED WITH HIGH [SEXLESS] MOTIVES IN ALL YOUR UNDERTAKINGS AND BY WARNING YOUR DESCENDANTS NOT TO BE DAZZLED BY FAME OR WEALTH, FOR IT IS GOD WHO BESTOWS ALL THESE GIFTS AND MEN NEVER BY THEMSELVES WIN THE SUPREMACY.' 48 THE KING EXPRESSED HIS AGREEMENT WITH THE ANSWER AND INQUIRED OF THE NEXT GUEST, HOW HE COULD BEAR WITH EQUANIMITY WHATEVER BEFELL HIM? 49 AND HE SAID, 'IF YOU HAVE A FIRM GRASP OF THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT THAT ALL MEN ARE APPOINTED BY GOD TO SHARE THE GREATEST EVIL AS WELL AS THE GREATEST GOOD, SINCE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ONE WHO IS A MAN TO BE EXEMPT FROM THESE. BUT GOD TO WHOM WE OUGHT ALWAYS TO PRAY, INSPIRES US WITH COURAGE TO ENDURE.' 50 DELIGHTED WITH THE MAN'S REPLY, THE KING SAID THAT ALL THEIR ANSWERS HAD BEEN GOOD. 'I WILL PUT A QUESTION TO ONE OTHER,' HE ADDED, 'AND THEN I WILL STOP FOR THE PRESENT: THAT WE MAY TURN OUR ATTENTION TO THE ENJOYMENT OF THE FEAST AND SPEND A PLEASANT TIME.' 51 THEREUPON HE ASKED THE MAN, 'WHAT IS THE TRUE AIM OF COURAGE?' 52 AND HE ANSWERED, 'IF A RIGHT PLAN IS CARRIED OUT IN THE HOUR OF DANGER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ORIGINAL [SEXLESS] INTENTION. FOR ALL THINGS ARE ACCOMPLISHED BY GOD TO YOUR ADVANTAGE, O KING, SINCE YOUR [SEXLESS] PURPOSE IS GOOD.' 53 WHEN ALL HAD SIGNIFIED BY THEIR APPLAUSE THEIR AGREEMENT WITH THE ANSWER, THE KING SAID TO THE PHILOSOPHERS (FOR NOT A FEW OF THEM WERE PRESENT), 'IT IS MY OPINION THAT THESE MEN EXCEL IN VIRTUE AND POSSESS EXTRAORDINARY KNOWLEDGE, SINCE ON THE SPUR OF THE MOMENT THEY HAVE GIVEN FITTING ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS WHICH I HAVE PUT TO THEM, AND HAVE ALL MADE GOD THE STARTING-POINT OF THEIR [SEXLESS] WORDS.' 54 AND MENEDEMUS, THE PHILOSOPHER OF ERETRIA, SAID, 'TRUE, O KING, FOR SINCE THE UNIVERSE IS MANAGED BY PROVIDENCE AND SINCE WE RIGHTLY PERCEIVE THAT MAN IS THE CREATION OF GOD, IT FOLLOWS THAT ALL POWER AND BEAUTY OF SPEECH PROCEED FROM GOD.' 55 WHEN THE KING HAD NODDED HIS ASSENT TO THIS SENTIMENT, THE SPEAKING CEASED AND THEY PROCEEDED TO ENJOY THEMSELVES. WHEN EVENING CAME ON, THE BANQUET ENDED. 
CHAPTER 8
MORE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. NOTE VERSE 20 WITH ITS REFERENCE TO FLYING THROUGH THE AIR WRITTEN IN 150 B. C.
1 ON THE FOLLOWING DAY THEY SAT DOWN TO TABLE AGAIN AND CONTINUED THE BANQUET ACCORDING TO THE SAME ARRANGEMENTS. 2 WHEN THE KING [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT THAT A FITTING OPPORTUNITY HAD ARRIVED TO PUT INQUIRIES TO HIS GUESTS, HE PROCEEDED TO ASK FURTHER QUESTIONS OF THE MEN WHO SAT NEXT IN ORDER TO THOSE WHO HAD GIVEN ANSWERS ON THE PREVIOUS DAY. 3 HE BEGAN TO OPEN THE CONVERSATION WITH THE ELEVENTH MAN, FOR THERE WERE TEN WHO HAD BEEN ASKED QUESTIONS ON THE FORMER OCCASION. 4 WHEN SILENCE WAS ESTABLISHED, HE ASKED HOW HE COULD CONTINUE TO BE RICH? 5 AFTER A BRIEF REFLECTION, THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN ASKED THE QUESTION REPLIED, 'IF HE DID NOTHING UNWORTHY OF HIS POSITION, NEVER ACTED [SEXUAL] LICENTIOUSLY, NEVER [SEXUAL] LAVISHED EXPENSE ON EMPTY AND VAIN PURSUITS, BUT BY ACTS OF BENEVOLENCE MADE ALL HIS SUBJECTS WELL DISPOSED TOWARDS HIMSELF. FOR IT IS GOD WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF ALL GOOD THINGS AND HIM MAN MUST NEEDS OBEY.' 6 THE KING BESTOWED PRAISE UPON HIM AND THEN ASKED ANOTHER HOW HE COULD MAINTAIN THE TRUTH? 7 IN REPLY TO THE QUESTION HE SAID, 'BY RECOGNIZING THAT A LIE BRINGS GREAT DISGRACE UPON ALL MEN, AND MORE ESPECIALLY UPON KINGS. FOR SINCE THEY HAVE THE POWER TO DO WHATEVER THEY WISH, WHY SHOULD THEY RESORT TO LIES? IN ADDITION TO THIS YOU MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER, O KING, THAT GOD IS A [SEXLESS] LOVER OF THE TRUTH. 8 THE KING RECEIVED THE ANSWER WITH GREAT DELIGHT AND LOOKING AT ANOTHER SAID, 'WHAT IS THE TEACHING OF WISDOM?' 9 AND THE OTHER REPLIED, 'AS YOU WISH THAT NO EVIL SHOULD BEFALL YOU, BUT TO BE A PARTAKER OF ALL GOOD THINGS, SO YOU SHOULD ACT ON THE SAME PRINCIPLE TOWARDS YOUR SUBJECTS AND [SEXUAL] OFFENDERS, AND YOU SHOULD MILDLY ADMONISH THE NOBLE AND GOOD. FOR GOD DRAWS ALL MEN TO HIMSELF BY HIS BENIGNITY.' 10 THE KING PRAISED HIM AND ASKED THE NEXT IN ORDER HOW HE COULD BE THE FRIEND OF MEN? 11 AND HE REPLIED, 'BY OBSERVING THAT THE HUMAN RACE INCREASES AND IS BORN WITH MUCH TROUBLE AND GREAT SUFFERING: WHEREFORE YOU MUST NOT LIGHTLY PUNISH OR INFLICT TORMENTS UPON THEM, SINCE YOU KNOW THAT THE LIFE OF MEN IS MADE UP OF PAINS AND PENALTIES. FOR IF YOU UNDERSTOOD EVERYTHING YOU WOULD BE FILLED WITH PITY, FOR GOD ALSO IT PITIFUL! 12 THE KING RECEIVED THE ANSWER WITH APPROBATION AND INQUIRED OF THE NEXT, 'WHAT IS THE MOST ESSENTIAL QUALIFICATION FOR RULING?' 13 'TO KEEP ONESELF,' HE ANSWERED, 'FREE FROM BRIBERY AND TO PRACTISE SOBRIETY DURING THE GREATER PART OF ONE'S LIFE, TO HONOUR RIGHTOUSNESS ABOVE ALL THINGS, AND TO MAKE FRIENDS OF MEN OF THIS TYPE. FOR GOD, TOO, IS A [SEXLESS] LOVER OF JUSTICE! 13 HAVING SIGNIFIED HIS APPROVAL, THE KING SAID TO ANOTHER, 'WHAT IS THE TRUE MARK OF PIETY?' 14 AND HE REPLIED, 'TO PERCEIVE THAT GOD CONSTANTLY WORKS IN THE UNIVERSE AND KNOWS ALL THINGS, AND NO MAN WHO ACTS UNJUSTLY AND WORKS WICKEDNESS CAN ESCAPE HIS NOTICE. AS GOD IS THE BENEFACTOR OF THE WHOLE WORLD, SO YOU, TOO, MUST IMITATE HIM AND BE VOID OF OFFENCE! 15 THE KING SIGNIFIED HIS AGREEMENT AND SAID TO ANOTHER, 'WHAT IS THE ESSENCE OF KINGSHIP?' 16 AND HE REPLIED, 'TO RULE ONESELF WELL AND NOT TO BE LED ASTRAY BY WEALTH OR FAME TO IMMODERATE OR UNSEEMLY [SEXUAL] DESIRES, THIS IS THE TRUE WAY OF RULING IF YOU REASON THE MATTER WELL OUT. FOR ALL THAT YOU REALLY NEED IS YOURS, AND GOD IS FREE FROM NEED AND BENIGNANT WITHAL. LET YOUR [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS BE SUCH AS BECOME A MAN, AND [SEXLESS] DESIRE NOT MANY THINGS BUT ONLY SUCH AS ARE NECESSARY FOR RULING! 17 THE KING PRAISED HIM AND ASKED ANOTHER MAN, HOW HIS DELIBERATIONS MIGHT BE FOR THE BEST? 18 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF HE CONSTANTLY SET JUSTICE BEFORE HIM IN EVERYTHING AND [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT THAT INJUSTICE WAS EQUIVALENT TO DEPRIVATION OF LIFE. FOR GOD ALWAYS PROMISES THE HIGHEST BLESSINGS TO THE JUST!' 19 HAVING PRAISED HIM, THE KING ASKED THE NEXT, HOW HE COULD BE FREE FROM DISTURBING [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS IN HIS SLEEP? 20 AND HE REPLIED, 'YOU HAVE ASKED ME A. QUESTION WHICH IS VERY DIFFICULT TO ANSWER, FOR WE CANNOT BRING OUR TRUE SELVES INTO PLAY DURING THE HOURS FOR SLEEP, BUT ARE HELD FAST IN THESE BY IMAGINATIONS THAT CANNOT BE CONTROLLED BY REASON. FOR OUR SOULS POSSESS THE FEELING THAT THEY ACTUALLY SEE THE THINGS THAT ENTER INTO OUR CONSCIOUSNESS DURING SLEEP. BUT WE MAKE A MISTAKE IF WE SUPPOSE THAT WE ARE ACTUALLY SAILING ON THE SEA IN BOATS OR FLYING THROUGH THE AIR [WRITTEN ABOUT 150 BC] OR TRAVELLING TO OTHER REGIONS OR ANYTHING ELSE OF THE KIND. AND YET WE ACTUALLY DO IMAGINE SUCH THINGS TO BE TAKING PLACE. 21 SO FAR AS IT IS POSSIBLE FOR ME TO DECIDE, I HAVE REACHED THE FOLLOWING CONCLUSION. YOU MUST IN EVERY POSSIBLE WAY, O KING, GOVERN YOUR [SEXLESS] WORDS AND [SEXLESS] ACTIONS BY THE RULE OF PIETY THAT YOU MAY HAVE THE CONSCIOUSNESS THAT YOU ARE MAINTAINING VIRTUE AND THAT YOU NEVER CHOOSE TO GRATIFY YOURSELF AT THE EXPENSE OF REASON AND NEVER BY ABUSING YOUR POWER DO DESPITE TO RIGHTEOUSNESS. 22 FOR THE MIND MOSTLY BUSIES ITSELF IN SLEEP WITH THE SAME THINGS WITH, WHICH IT OCCUPIES ITSELF WHEN AWAKE. AND HE WHO HAS ALL HIS [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS AND [SEXLESS] ACTIONS SET TOWARDS THE NOBLEST ENDS ESTABLISHES HIMSELF IN RIGHTEOUSNESS BOTH WHEN HE IS AWAKE AND WHEN HE IS ASLEEP. WHEREFORE. YOU MUST BE STEADFAST IN THE CONSTANT DISCIPLINE OF SELF. 23 THE KING BESTOWED PRAISE ON THE MAN AND SAID TO ANOTHER, 'SINCE YOU ARE THE TENTH TO ANSWER, WHEN YOU HAVE SPOKEN, WE WILL DEVOTE OURSELVES TO THE BANQUET.' AND THEN HE PUT THE QUESTION, HOW CAN I AVOID DOING ANYTHING UNWORTHY OF MYSELF? 24 AND HE REPLIED, 'LOOK ALWAYS TO YOUR OWN FAME AND YOUR OWN SUPREME POSITION, THAT YOU MAY SPEAK AND [SEXUALLY] THINK ONLY SUCH THINGS AS ARE CONSISTENT THEREWITH, KNOWING THAT ALL YOUR SUBJECTS [SEXUALLY] THINK AND [SEXUALLY] TALK ABOUT YOU. FOR YOU MUST NOT APPEAR TO BE WORSE THAN THE ACTORS, WHO STUDY CAREFULLY THE ROLE, WHICH IT IS NECESSARY FOR THEM TO PLAY, AND SHAPE ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] ACTIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH IT. YOU ARE NOT ACTING A PART, BUT ARE REALLY A KING, SINCE GOD HAS BESTOWED UPON YOU A ROYAL AUTHORITY IN KEEPING WITH YOUR [SEXLESS] CHARACTER.' 25 WHEN THE KING HAD APPLAUDED LOUD AND LONG IN THE MOST, GRACIOUS WAY, THE GUESTS WERE URGED TO SEEK REPOSE. SO, WHEN THE CONVERSATION CEASED, THEY DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO THE NEXT COURSE OF THE FEAST. 26 ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, THE SAME ARRANGEMENT WAS OBSERVED, AND WHEN THE KING FOUND AN OPPORTUNITY OF PUTTING QUESTIONS TO THE MEN, HE QUESTIONED THE FIRST OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN LEFT OVER FOR THE NEXT INTERROGATION, WHAT IS THE HIGHEST FORM OF GOVERNMENT? 27 AND HE REPLIED, 'TO RULE ONESELF AND NOT TO BE CARRIED AWAY BY [SEXUAL] IMPULSES. FOR ALL MEN POSSESS A CERTAIN NATURAL BENT OF MIND. IT IS PROBABLE THAT MOST MEN HAVE AN [SEXUAL] INCLINATION TOWARDS FOOD AND DRINK AND [SEXUAL] PLEASURE, AND KINGS A BENT TOWARDS THE ACQUISITION OF TERRITORY AND GREAT RENOWN. BUT IT IS GOOD THAT THERE SHOULD BE MODERATION IN ALL THINGS [ROMANS 8:28]. 28 WHAT GOD GIVES, THAT YOU MUST TAKE AND KEEP, BUT NEVER YEARN FOR THINGS THAT ARE BEYOND YOUR REACH.' 29 PLEASED WITH THESE WORDS, THE KING ASKED THE NEXT, HOW HE COULD BE FREE FROM ENVY? 30 AND HE AFTER A BRIEF PAUSE REPLIED, 'IF YOU CONSIDER FIRST OF ALL THAT IT IS GOD WHO BESTOWS ON ALL KINGS GLORY AND GREAT WEALTH AND NO ONE IS KING BY HIS OWN POWER. ALL MEN WISH TO SHARE THIS GLORY BUT CANNOT, SINCE IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD! 31 THE KING PRAISED THE MAN IN A LONG SPEECH AND THEN ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD DESPISE HIS ENEMIES? 32 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF YOU SHOW KINDNESS TO ALL MEN AND WIN THEIR FRIENDSHIP, YOU NEED FEAR NO ONE. TO BE POPULAR WITH ALL MEN IS THE BEST OF GOOD GIFTS TO RECEIVE FROM GOD! 33 HAVING PRAISED THIS ANSWER THE KING ORDERED THE NEXT MAN TO REPLY TO THE QUESTION, HOW HE COULD MAINTAIN HIS GREAT RENOWN? 34 AND HE REPLIED THAT 'IF YOU ARE GENEROUS AND LARGE-HEARTED IN BESTOWING KINDNESS AND ACTS OF GRACE UPON OTHERS, YOU WILL NEVER LOSE YOUR RENOWN, BUT IF YOU WISH THE AFORESAID GRACES TO CONTINUE YOURS, YOU MUST CALL UPON GOD CONTINUALLY.' 35 THE KING EXPRESSED HIS APPROVAL AND ASKED THE NEXT, TO WHOM OUGHT A MAN TO SHOW LIBERALITY? 36 AND HE REPLIED, 'ALL MEN ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE OUGHT TO SHOW LIBERALITY TO THOSE WHO ARE WELL DISPOSED TOWARDS US, BUT I [SEXLESSLY] THINK THAT WE OUGHT TO SHOW THE SAME KEEN SPIRIT OF GENEROSITY TO THOSE WHO ARE OPPOSED TO US THAT BY THIS MEANS WE MAY WIN THEM OVER TO THE RIGHT AND TO WHAT IS ADVANTAGEOUS TO OURSELVES. BUT WE MUST PRAY TO GOD THAT THIS MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED, FOR HE RULES THE MINDS OF ALL MEN.' 37 HAVING EXPRESSED HIS AGREEMENT WITH THE ANSWER, THE KING ASKED THE SIXTH TO REPLY TO THE QUESTION, TO WHOM OUGHT WE TO EXHIBIT GRATITUDE? 38 AND HE REPLIED, 'TO OUR PARENTS CONTINUALLY, FOR GOD HAS GIVEN US A MOST IMPORTANT COMMANDMENT WITH REGARD TO THE HONOUR DUE TO PARENTS. IN THE NEXT PLACE HE RECKONS THE ATTITUDE OF FRIEND TOWARDS FRIEND FOR HE SPEAKS OF "A FRIEND WHICH IS AS THINE OWN SOUL." YOU DO WELL IN TRYING TO BRING ALL MEN INTO FRIENDSHIP WITH YOURSELF.' 39 THE KING SPOKE KINDLY TO HIM AND THEN ASKED THE NEXT, WHAT IS IT THAT RESEMBLES BEAUTY IN VALUE? 40 AND HE SAID, 'PIETY, FOR IT IS THE PRE-EMINENT FORM OF BEAUTY, AND ITS POWER LIES IN [SEXLESS] LOVE, WHICH IS THE GIFT OF GOD. THIS YOU HAVE ALREADY ACQUIRED AND WITH IT ALL THE BLESSINGS OF LIFE.' 41 THE KING IN THE MOST GRACIOUS WAY APPLAUDED THE ANSWER AND ASKED ANOTHER, HOW, IF HE WERE TO FAIL, HE COULD REGAIN HIS REPUTATION AGAIN IN THE SAME DEGREE? 42 AND HE SAID, 'IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO FAIL, FOR YOU HAVE SOWN IN ALL MEN THE SEEDS OF GRATITUDE WHICH PRODUCE A HARVEST OF GOODWILL, AND THIS IS MIGHTIER THAN THE STRONGEST WEAPONS AND GUARANTEES THE GREATEST SECURITY. BUT IF ANY MAN DOES FAIL, HE MUST NEVER AGAIN DO THOSE THINGS WHICH CAUSED HIS FAILURE, BUT HE MUST FORM FRIENDSHIPS AND ACT JUSTLY. FOR IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD TO BE ABLE TO DO GOOD [SEXLESS] ACTIONS AND NOT THE CONTRARY.' 43 DELIGHTED WITH THESE WORDS, THE KING ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD BE FREE FROM GRIEF? 44 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF HE NEVER INJURED ANY ONE, BUT DID GOOD TO EVERYBODY AND FOLLOWED THE PATHWAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR ITS FRUITS BRING FREEDOM FROM GRIEF. BUT WE MUST PRAY TO GOD THAT UNEXPECTED EVILS SUCH AS DEATH OR DISEASE OR PAIN OR ANYTHING OF THIS KIND MAY NOT COME UPON US AND INJURE US. BUT SINCE YOU ARE DEVOTED TO PIETY, NO SUCH MISFORTUNE WILL EVER COME UPON YOU.' 45 THE KING BESTOWED GREAT PRAISE UPON HIM AND ASKED THE TENTH, WHAT IS THE HIGHEST FORM OF GLORY? 46 AND HE SAID, 'TO HONOUR GOD, AND THIS IS DONE NOT WITH GIFTS AND SACRIFICES BUT WITH PURITY OF SOUL AND HOLY CONVICTION, SINCE ALL THINGS ARE FASHIONED AND GOVERNED BY GOD IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS WILL. OF THIS [SEXLESS] PURPOSE YOU ARE IN CONSTANT POSSESSION AS ALL MEN CAN SHE FROM YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE PAST AND IN THE PRESENT.' 47 WITH LOUD VOICE THE KING GREETED THEM ALL AND SPOKE KINDLY TO THEM, AND ALL THOSE WHO WERE PRESENT EXPRESSED THEIR APPROVAL, ESPECIALLY THE PHILOSOPHERS. FOR THEY WERE FAR SUPERIOR TO THEM [THE PHILOSOPHERS] BOTH IN [SEXLESS] CONDUCT AND IN [SEXLESS] ARGUMENT, SINCE THEY ALWAYS MADE GOD THEIR STARTING-POINT. 48 AFTER THIS THE KING TO SHOW HIS GOOD FEELING PROCEEDED TO DRINK THE HEALTH OF HIS GUESTS.
CHAPTER 9
VERSE 8 EPITOMIZES THE VALUE OF KNOWLEDGE. VERSE 28, PARENTAL [SEXLESS] AFFECTION. NOTE ESPECIALLY THE QUESTION IN VERSE 26 AND THE ANSWER. ALSO NOTE THE QUESTION IN VERSE 47 AND THE ANSWER. THIS IS SAGE ADVICE FOR BUSINESS MEN.
1 ON THE FOLLOWING DAY THE SAME ARRANGEMENTS WERE E FOR THE BANQUET, AND THE KING, AS SOON AS AN OPPORTUNITY OCCURRED, BEGAN TO PUT QUESTIONS TO THE MEN WHO SAT NEXT TO THOSE WHO HAD ALREADY RESPONDED, AND HE SAID TO THE FIRST 'IS WISDOM CAPABLE OF BEING TAUGHT?' 2 AND HE SAID, 'THE SOUL IS SO CONSTITUTED THAT IT IS ABLE BY THE DIVINE POWER TO RECEIVE ALL THE GOOD AND REJECT THE CONTRARY.' 3 THE KING EXPRESSED APPROVAL AND ASKED THE NEXT MAN, WHAT IS IT THAT IS MOST BENEFICIAL TO HEALTH? 4 AND HE SAID, 'TEMPERANCE, AND IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO ACQUIRE THIS UNLESS GOD CREATE A DISPOSITION TOWARDS IT.' 5 THE KING SPOKE KINDLY TO THE MAN AND SAID TO ANOTHER, 'HOW CAN A MAN WORTHILY PAY THE DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO HIS PARENTS?' 6 AND HE SAID, 'BY NEVER CAUSING THEM PAIN, AND THIS IS NOT POSSIBLE UNLESS GOD DISPOSE THE MIND TO THE PURSUIT OF THE NOBLEST ENDS.' 7 THE KING EXPRESSED AGREEMENT AND ASKED THE NEXT, HOW HE COULD BECOME AN EAGER LISTENER? 8 AND HE SAID, 'BY REMEMBERING THAT ALL KNOWLEDGE IS USEFUL, BECAUSE IT ENABLES YOU BY THE HELP OF GOD IN A TIME OF EMERGENCY TO SELECT SOME OF THE THINGS WHICH YOU HAVE LEARNED AND APPLY THEM TO THE CRISIS WHICH CONFRONTS YOU. AND SO, THE EFFORTS OF MEN ARE FULFILLED BY THE ASSISTANCE OF GOD.' 9 THE KING PRAISED HIM AND ASKED THE NEXT HOW HE COULD AVOID DOING ANYTHING CONTRARY TO [SEXLESS] LAW? 10 AND HE SAID, 'IF YOU RECOGNIZE THAT IT IS GOD WHO HAS PUT THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHTS INTO THE HEARTS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAWGIVERS THAT THE LIVES OF MEN MIGHT BE PRESERVED, YOU WILL FOLLOW THEM.' 11 THE KING ACKNOWLEDGED THE MAN'S ANSWER AND SAID TO ANOTHER, 'WHAT IS THE ADVANTAGE OF KINSHIP?' 12 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF WE CONSIDER THAT WE OURSELVES ARE AFFLICTED BY THE MISFORTUNES WHICH FALL UPON OUR RELATIVES AND IF THEIR SUFFERINGS BECOME OUR OWN--THEN THE STRENGTH OF KINSHIP IS APPARENT AT ONCE, FOR IT IS ONLY WHEN SUCH FEELING IS SHOWN THAT WE SHALL WIN HONOUR AND ESTEEM IN THEIR EYES. FOR HELP, WHEN IT IS LINKED WITH KINDLINESS, IS OF ITSELF A BOND WHICH IS ALTOGETHER INDISSOLUBLE. AND IN THE DAY OF THEIR PROSPERITY WE MUST NOT CRAVE THEIR POSSESSIONS, BUT MUST PRAY GOD TO BESTOW ALL MANNER OF GOOD UPON THEM.' 13 AND HAVING ACCORDED TO HIM THE SAME PRAISE AS TO THE REST, THE KING ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD ATTAIN FREEDOM FROM FEAR? 14 AND HE SAID, 'WHEN THE MIND IS CONSCIOUS THAT IT HAS WROUGHT NO EVIL, AND WHEN GOD DIRECTS IT TO ALL NOBLE [SEXLESS] COUNSELS.' 15 THE KING EXPRESSED HIS APPROVAL AND ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD ALWAYS MAINTAIN A RIGHT JUDGEMENT? 16 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF HE CONSTANTLY SET BEFORE HIS EYES THE MISFORTUNES WHICH BEFALL MEN AND RECOGNIZED THAT IT IS GOD WHO TAKES AWAY PROSPERITY FROM SOME AND BRINGS OTHERS TO GREAT HONOUR AND GLORY.' 17 THE KING GAVE A KINDLY RECEPTION TO THE MAN AND ASKED THE NEXT TO ANSWER THE QUESTION, HOW HE COULD AVOID A LIFE OF EASE AND [SEXLESS] PLEASURE? 18 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF HE CONTINUALLY REMEMBERED THAT HE WAS THE RULER OF A GREAT EMPIRE AND THE LORD OF VAST MULTITUDES, AND THAT HIS MIND OUGHT NOT TO BE OCCUPIED WITH OTHER THINGS, BUT HE OUGHT ALWAYS TO BE CONSIDERING HOW HE COULD BEST PROMOTE THEIR WELFARE. HE MUST PRAY, TOO, TO GOD THAT NO DUTY MIGHT BE NEGLECTED.' 19 HAVING BESTOWED PRAISE UPON HIM, THE KING ASKED THE TENTH, HOW HE COULD RECOGNIZE THOSE WHO WERE DEALING TREACHEROUSLY WITH HIM? 20 AND HE REPLIED TO THE QUESTION, 'IF HE OBSERVED WHETHER THE BEARING OF THOSE ABOUT HIM WAS NATURAL AND WHETHER THEY MAINTAINED THE PROPER RULE OF PRECEDENCE AT RECEPTIONS AND COUNCILS, AND IN THEIR GENERAL INTERCOURSE, NEVER GOING BEYOND THE BOUNDS OF PROPRIETY IN CONGRATULATIONS OR IN OTHER MATTERS OF DEPORTMENT. BUT GOD WILL INCLINE YOUR MIND, O KING, TO ALL THAT IS NOBLE.' 21 WHEN THE KING HAD EXPRESSED HIS LOUD APPROVAL AND PRAISED THEM ALL INDIVIDUALLY (AMID THE PLAUDITS OF ALL WHO WERE PRESENT), THEY TURNED TO THE ENJOYMENT OF THE FEAST. 22 AND ON THE NEXT DAY, WHEN THE OPPORTUNITY OFFERED, THE KING ASKED THE NEXT MAN, WHAT IS THE GROSSEST FORM OF NEGLECT? 23 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF A MAN DOES NOT CARE FOR HIS CHILDREN AND DEVOTE EVERY EFFORT TO THEIR EDUCATION. FOR WE ALWAYS PRAY TO GOD NOT SO MUCH FOR OURSELVES AS FOR OUR CHILDREN THAT EVERY BLESSING MAY BE THEIRS. OUR [SEXLESS] DESIRE THAT OUR CHILDREN MAY POSSESS SELF-CONTROL IS ONLY REALIZED BY THE POWER OF GOD.' 24 THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD SPOKEN WELL AND THEN ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD BE PATRIOTIC? 25 'BY KEEPING BEFORE YOUR MIND,' HE REPLIED, 'THE [SEXLESS] THOUGHT THAT IT IS GOOD TO LIVE AND DIE IN ONE'S OWN COUNTRY. RESIDENCE ABROAD BRINGS CONTEMPT UPON THE POOR AND SHAME UPON THE RICH AS THOUGH THEY HAD BEEN BANISHED FOR A [SEXUAL] CRIME. IF YOU BESTOW BENEFITS UPON ALL, AS YOU CONTINUALLY DO, GOD WILL GIVE YOU FAVOUR WITH ALL AND YOU WILL BE ACCOUNTED PATRIOTIC." 26 AFTER LISTENING TO THIS MAN, THE KING ASKED THE NEXT IN ORDER, HOW HE COULD LIVE AMICABLY WITH HIS WIFE? 27 AND HE ANSWERED, 'BY RECOGNIZING THAT WOMANKIND, ARE BY [SEXUAL] NATURE HEADSTRONG AND ENERGETIC IN THE PURSUIT OF THEIR OWN [SEXUAL] DESIRES, AND SUBJECT TO SUDDEN CHANGES OF OPINION THROUGH FALLACIOUS REASONING, AND THEIR [SEXUAL] NATURE IS ESSENTIALLY WEAK. IT IS NECESSARY TO DEAL WISELY WITH THEM AND NOT TO [SEXUALLY] PROVOKE STRIFE. FOR THE SUCCESSFUL [SEXLESS] CONDUCT OF LIFE, THE STEERSMAN MUST KNOW THE GOAL TOWARD WHICH HE OUGHT TO DIRECT HIS COURSE. IT IS ONLY BY CALLING UPON THE HELP OF GOD THAT MEN CAN STEER A TRUE COURSE OF LIFE AT ALL TIMES.' 28 THE KING EXPRESSED HIS AGREEMENT AND ASKED THE NEXT, HOW HE COULD BE FREE FROM [SEXUAL] ERROR? 29 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF YOU ALWAYS ACT WITH DELIBERATION AND NEVER GIVE CREDENCE TO SLANDERS, BUT PROVE FOR YOURSELF THE THINGS THAT ARE SAID TO YOU AND DECIDE BY YOUR OWN JUDGEMENT THE REQUESTS WHICH ARE MADE TO YOU AND CARRY OUT EVERYTHING IN THE LIGHT OF YOUR JUDGEMENT, YOU WILL BE FREE FROM [SEXUAL] ERROR, O KING. BUT THE KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICE OF THESE THINGS IS THE WORK OF THE DIVINE POWER.' 30 DELIGHTED WITH THESE WORDS, THE KING ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD BE FREE FROM WRATH? 31 AND HE SAID IN REPLY TO THE QUESTION, 'IF HE RECOGNIZED THAT HE HAD POWER OVER ALL EVEN TO INFLICT DEATH UPON THEM, IF HE GAVE WAY TO WRATH, AND THAT IT WOULD BE USELESS AND PITIFUL IF HE, JUST BECAUSE HE WAS LORD, DEPRIVED MANY OF LIFE. 32 WHAT NEED WAS THERE FOR WRATH, WHEN ALL MEN WERE IN SUBJECTION AND NO ONE WAS HOSTILE TO HIM? IT IS NECESSARY TO RECOGNIZE THAT GOD RULES THE WHOLE WORLD IN THE SPIRIT OF KINDNESS AND WITHOUT WRATH AT ALL, AND YOU,' SAID HE, 'O KING, MUST OF NECESSITY COPY HIS EXAMPLE.' 33 THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD ANSWERED WELL AND THEN INQUIRED OF THE NEXT MAN, WHAT IS GOOD [SEXLESS] COUNSEL? 34 'TO ACT WELL AT ALL TIMES AND WITH DUE REFLECTION,' HE EXPLAINED, 'COMPARING WHAT IS ADVANTAGEOUS TO OUR OWN POLICY WITH THE INJURIOUS EFFECTS THAT WOULD RESULT FROM THE ADOPTION OF THE OPPOSITE VIEW, IN ORDER THAT BY WEIGHING EVERY POINT WE MAY BE WELL ADVISED AND OUR [SEXLESS] PURPOSE MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED. AND MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL, BY THE POWER OF GOD EVERY PLAN OF YOURS WILL FIND FULFILMENT BECAUSE YOU PRACTICE PIETY.' 35 THE KING SAID THAT THIS MAN HAD ANSWERED WELL, AND ASKED ANOTHER, WHAT IS PHILOSOPHY? 36 AND HE EXPLAINED, 'TO DELIBERATE WELL IN REFERENCE TO ANY QUESTION THAT EMERGES AND NEVER TO BE CARRIED AWAY BY [SEXUAL] IMPULSES, BUT TO PONDER OVER THE INJURIES THAT RESULT FROM THE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, AND TO ACT RIGHTLY AS THE CIRCUMSTANCES DEMAND, PRACTICING MODERATION. BUT WE MUST PRAY TO GOD TO INSTILL INTO OUR MIND A REGARD FOR THESE THINGS.' 37 THE KING SIGNIFIED HIS CONSENT AND ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD MEET WITH RECOGNITION WHEN TRAVELING ABROAD? 38 'BY BEING FAIR TO ALL MEN,' HE REPLIED, 'AND BY APPEARING TO BE INFERIOR RATHER THAN SUPERIOR TO THOSE AMONGST WHOM HE WAS TRAVELING. FOR IT IS A RECOGNIZED PRINCIPLE THAT GOD BY HIS VERY [DIVINE] NATURE ACCEPTS THE HUMBLE. AND THE HUMAN RACE [SEXUALLY] LOVES THOSE WHO ARE WILLING TO BE IN SUBJECTION TO THEM.' 39 HAVING EXPRESSED HIS APPROVAL AT THIS REPLY, THE KING ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD BUILD IN SUCH A WAY THAT HIS STRUCTURES WOULD ENDURE AFTER HIM? 40 AND HE REPLIED TO THE QUESTION, 'IF HIS CREATIONS WERE ON A GREAT AND NOBLE SCALE, SO THAT THE BEHOLDERS WOULD SPARE THEM FOR THEIR BEAUTY, AND IF HE NEVER DISMISSED ANY OF THOSE WHO WROUGHT SUCH WORKS AND NEVER COMPELLED OTHERS TO MINISTER TO HIS NEEDS WITHOUT WAGES. 41 FOR OBSERVING HOW GOD PROVIDES FOR THE HUMAN RACE, GRANTING THEM HEALTH AND MENTAL CAPACITY AND. ALL OTHER GIFTS, HE HIMSELF SHOULD FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE BY RENDERING TO MEN A RECOMPENSE FOR THEIR ARDUOUS TOIL. FOR IT IS THE [SEXLESS] DEEDS THAT ARE WROUGHT IN RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT ABIDE CONTINUALLY! 42 THE KING SAID THAT THIS MAN, TOO, HAD ANSWERED WELL AND ASKED THE TENTH, WHAT IS THE FRUIT OF WISDOM? 43 AND HE REPLIED, 'THAT A MAN SHOULD BE CONSCIOUS IN HIMSELF THAT HE HAS WROUGHT NO EVIL AND THAT HE SHOULD LIVE HIS LIFE IN THE TRUTH. SINCE IT IS FROM THESE, O MIGHTY KING, THAT THE GREATEST JOY AND STEADFASTNESS OF SOUL AND STRONG FAITH IN GOD ACCRUE TO YOU IF YOU RULE YOUR REALM IN PIETY.' 4.4 AND WHEN THEY HEARD THE ANSWER, THEY ALL SHOUTED WITH LOUD ACCLAIM, AND AFTERWARDS THE KING IN THE FULLNESS OF HIS JOY BEGAN TO DRINK THEIR HEALTHS. 45 AND ON THE NEXT DAY THE BANQUET FOLLOWED THE SAME COURSE AS ON PREVIOUS OCCASIONS, AND WHEN THE OPPORTUNITY PRESENTED ITSELF THE KING PROCEEDED TO PUT QUESTIONS TO THE REMAINING GUESTS, AND HE SAID TO THE FIRST, 'HOW CAN A MAN KEEP HIMSELF FROM PRIDE?' 46 AND HE REPLIED, 'IF HE MAINTAINS EQUALITY AND REMEMBERS ON ALL OCCASIONS THAT HE IS A MAN RULING OVER MEN. AND GOD BRINGS THE PROUD TO NOUGHT, AND EXALTS THE MEEK AND HUMBLE! 47 THE KING SPOKE KINDLY TO HIM AND ASKED THE NEXT, WHOM OUGHT A MAN TO SELECT AS HIS [SEXLESS] COUNSELLORS? 48 AND HE REPLIED, 'THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN TESTED IN MANY AFFAIRS AND MAINTAIN UNMINGLED GOODWILL TOWARDS HIM AND PARTAKE OF HIS OWN DISPOSITION. AND GOD MANIFESTS HIMSELF TO THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY THAT THESE ENDS MAY BE ATTAINED.' 49 THE KING PRAISED HIM AND ASKED ANOTHER, WHAT IS THE MOST NECESSARY POSSESSION FOR A KING? 50 'THE FRIENDSHIP AND [SEXLESS] LOVE OF HIS SUBJECTS,' HE REPLIED, 'FOR IT IS THROUGH THIS THAT THE BOND OF GOODWILL IS RENDERED INDISSOLUBLE. AND IT IS GOD WHO ENSURES THAT THIS MAY COME TO PASS IN ACCORDANCE WITH YOUR WISH.' 51 THE KING PRAISED HIM AND INQUIRED OF ANOTHER, WHAT IS GOAL OF SPEECH? AND HE REPLIED, 'TO CONVINCE YOUR OPPONENT BY SHOWING HIM HIS MISTAKES IN A WELL-ORDERED ARMY OF ARGUMENTS. 52 FOR IN THIS WAY YOU WILL WIN YOUR HEARER, NOT BY OPPOSING HIM, BUT BY BESTOWING PRAISE UPON HIM WITH A VIEW TO PERSUADING HIM. AND IT IS BY THE POWER OF GOD THAT PERSUASION IS ACCOMPLISHED.' 53 THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD GIVEN A GOOD ANSWER, AND ASKED ANOTHER, HOW HE COULD LIVE AMICABLY WITH THE MANY DIFFERENT RACES WHO FORMED THE POPULATION OF HIS KINGDOM? 54 'BY ACTING THE PROPER PART TOWARDS EACH,' HE REPLIED, 'AND TAKING RIGHTEOUSNESS AS YOUR GUIDE, AS YOU ARE NOW DOING WITH THE HELP OF THE INSIGHT WHICH GOD BESTOWS UPON YOU.' 55 THE KING WAS DELIGHTED BY THIS REPLY, AND ASKED ANOTHER, 'UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES OUGHT A MAN TO SUFFER GRIEF?' 56 'IN THE MISFORTUNES THAT BEFALL OUR FRIENDS,' HE REPLIED, 'WHEN WE SEE THAT THEY ARE PROTRACTED AND IRREMEDIABLE. REASON DOES NOT ALLOW US TO GRIEVE FOR THOSE WHO ARE DEAD AND SET FREE FROM EVIL, BUT ALL MEN DO GRIEVE OVER THEM BECAUSE THEY [SEXUALLY] THINK ONLY OF THEMSELVES AND THEIR OWN ADVANTAGE. IT IS BY THE POWER OF GOD ALONE THAT WE CAN ESCAPE ALL EVIL! 57 THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD GIVEN A FITTING ANSWER, AND ASKED ANOTHER, HOW IS REPUTATION LOST? 58 AND HE REPLIED, 'WHEN PRIDE AND UNBOUNDED SELF-CONFIDENCE HOLD SWAY, DISHONOUR AND LOSS OF REPUTATION ARE ENGENDERED. FOR GOD IS THE LORD OF ALL REPUTATION AND BESTOWS IT WHERE HE WILL.' 59 THE KING GAVE HIS CONFIRMATION TO THE ANSWER, AND ASKED THE NEXT MAN, TO WHOM OUGHT MEN TO ENTRUST THEMSELVES? 60 'TO THOSE,' HE REPLIED, 'WHO SERVE YOU FROM GOODWILL AND NOT FROM FEAR OR SELF-INTEREST, [SEXUALLY] THINKING ONLY OF THEIR OWN GAIN. FOR THE ONE IS THE SIGN OF [SEXUAL] LOVE, THE OTHER THE MARK OF ILL WILL AND TIME-SERVING. 61 FOR THE MAN WHO IS ALWAYS WATCHING FOR HIS OWN GAIN IS A TRAITOR AT HEART. BUT YOU POSSESS THE [SEXLESS] AFFECTION OF ALL YOUR SUBJECTS BY THE HELP OF THE GOOD [SEXLESS] COUNSEL WHICH GOD BESTOWS UPON YOU.' 62 THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD ANSWERED WISELY, AND ASKED ANOTHER, WHAT IS IT THAT KEEPS A KINGDOM SAFE? 63 AND HE REPLIED TO THE QUESTION, 'CARE AND FORETHOUGHT THAT NO EVIL MAY BE WROUGHT BY THOSE WHO ARE PLACED IN A POSITION OF AUTHORITY OVER THE PEOPLE, AND THIS YOU ALWAYS DO BY THE HELP OF GOD WHO INSPIRES YOU WITH GRAVE JUDGEMENT.' 64 THE KING SPOKE WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO HIM, AND ASKED ANOTHER, WHAT IS IT THAT MAINTAINS GRATITUDE AND HONOUR? 65 AND HE REPLIED, 'VIRTUE, FOR IT IS THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS, AND BY IT EVIL IS DESTROYED, EVEN AS YOU EXHIBIT NOBILITY OF [SEXLESS] CHARACTER TOWARDS ALL BY THE GIFT WHICH GOD BESTOWS UPON YOU.' 66 THE KING GRACIOUSLY ACKNOWLEDGED THE ANSWER AND ASKED THE ELEVENTH (SINCE THERE WERE TWO MORE THAN SEVENTY), HOW HE COULD IN TIME OF WAR MAINTAIN TRANQUILLITY OF SOUL? 67 AND HE REPLIED, 'BY REMEMBERING THAT HE HAD DONE NO EVIL TO ANY OF HIS SUBJECTS, AND THAT ALL WOULD FIGHT FOR HIM IN RETURN FOR THE BENEFITS WHICH THEY HAD RECEIVED, KNOWING THAT EVEN IF THEY LOSE THEIR LIVES, YOU WILL CARE FOR THOSE DEPENDENT ON THEM. FOR YOU NEVER FAIL TO MAKE REPARATION TO ANY--SUCH IS THE KIND-HEARTEDNESS WITH WHICH GOD HAS INSPIRED YOU.' 68 THE KING LOUDLY APPLAUDED THEM ALL AND SPOKE VERY KINDLY TO THEM AND THEN DRANK A LONG DRAUGHT TO THE HEALTH OF EACH, GIVING HIMSELF UP TO ENJOYMENT, AND LAVISHING THE MOST GENEROUS AND JOYOUS FRIENDSHIP UPON HIS GUESTS.
CHAPTER 10
THE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CONTINUE. SHOWING HOW THE ARMY OFFICERS OUGHT TO BE SELECTED. WHAT MAN IS WORTHY OF ADMIRATION AND OTHER PROBLEMS OF DAILY LIFE AS TRUE TODAY AS 2000 YEARS AGO. VERSES 15-17 ARE NOTABLE FOR RECOMMENDING THE THEATRE. VERSES 2I-22 DESCRIBE THE WISDOM OF ELECTING A PRESIDENT OR HAVING A KING.
1 ON THE SEVENTH DAY MUCH MORE EXTENSIVE PREPARATIONS WERE MADE, AND MANY OTHERS WERE PRESENT FROM THE DIFFERENT CITIES (AMONG THEM A LARGE NUMBER OF AMBASSADORS). 2 WHEN AN OPPORTUNITY OCCURRED, THE KING ASKED THE FIRST OF THOSE WHO HAD NOT YET BEEN QUESTIONED, HOW HE COULD AVOID BEING DECEIVED BY FALLACIOUS REASONING? 3 AND HE REPLIED, 'BY NOTICING CAREFULLY THE SPEAKER, THE THING SPOKEN, AND THE SUBJECT UNDER DISCUSSION, AND BY PUTTING THE SAME QUESTIONS AGAIN AFTER AN INTERVAL IN DIFFERENT FORMS. BUT TO POSSESS AN ALERT MIND AND TO BE ABLE TO FORM A SOUND JUDGEMENT IN EVERY CASE IS ONE OF THE GOOD GIFTS OF GOD, AND YOU POSSESS IT, O KING.' 4 THE KING LOUDLY APPLAUDED THE ANSWER AND ASKED ANOTHER, WHY IS IT THAT THE MAJORITY OF MEN NEVER BECOME VIRTUOUS? 5 'BECAUSE,' HE REPLIED, 'ALL MEN ARE BY [SEXUAL] NATURE INTEMPERATE AND INCLINED TO [SEXUAL] PLEASURE. HENCE, INJUSTICE SPRINGS UP AND A FLOOD OF [SEXUAL] AVARICE [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10]. THE HABIT OF VIRTUE IS A HINDRANCE TO THOSE WHO ARE DEVOTED TO A LIFE OF [SEXLESS] PLEASURE BECAUSE IT ENJOINS UPON THEM THE PREFERENCE OF TEMPERANCE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR IT IS GOD WHO IS THE MASTER OF THESE THINGS.' 6 THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD ANSWERED WELL, AND ASKED, WHAT OUGHT KINGS TO OBEY? AND HE SAID, 'THE [SEXLESS] LAWS, IN ORDER THAT BY RIGHTEOUS ENACTMENTS THEY MAY RESTORE THE LIVES OF MEN. EVEN AS YOU BY SUCH [SEXLESS] CONDUCT IN OBEDIENCE TO THE DIVINE COMMAND HAVE LAID UP IN STORE FOR YOURSELF A PERPETUAL MEMORIAL.' 7 THE KING SAID THAT THIS MAN, TOO, HAD SPOKEN WELL, AND ASKED THE NEXT, WHOM OUGHT WE TO APPOINT AS GOVERNORS? AND HE REPLIED, 'ALL WHO HATE WICKEDNESS, AND IMITATING YOUR OWN [SEXLESS] CONDUCT ACT RIGHTEOUSLY THAT THEY MAY MAINTAIN A GOOD REPUTATION CONSTANTLY. FOR THIS IS WHAT YOU DO, O MIGHTY KING,' HE SAID, 'AND IT IS GOD WHO HAS BESTOWED UPON YOU THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.' 9 THE KING LOUDLY ACCLAIMED THE ANSWER AND THEN LOOKING AT THE NEXT MAN SAID, 'WHOM OUGHT WE TO APPOINT AS OFFICERS OVER THE FORCES?' 10 AND HE EXPLAINED, 'THOSE WHO EXCEL IN COURAGE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THOSE WHO ARE MORE ANXIOUS ABOUT THE SAFETY OF THEIR MEN THAN TO GAIN A VICTORY BY RISKING THEIR LIVES THROUGH RASHNESS. FOR AS GOD ACTS WELL TOWARDS ALL MEN, SO TOO YOU IN IMITATION OF HIM ARE THE BENEFACTOR OF ALL YOUR SUBJECTS.' 11 THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD GIVEN A GOOD ANSWER AND ASKED ANOTHER, WHAT MAN IS WORTHY OF ADMIRATION? 12 AND HE REPLIED, 'THE MAN WHO IS FURNISHED WITH REPUTATION AND WEALTH AND POWER AND POSSESSES A SOUL EQUAL TO IT ALL. YOU YOURSELF SHOW BY YOUR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS THAT YOU ARE MOST WORTHY OF ADMIRATION THROUGH THE HELP OF GOD WHO MAKES YOU CARE FOR THESE THINGS.' 13 THE KING EXPRESSED HIS APPROVAL AND SAID TO ANOTHER, 'TO WHAT AFFAIRS OUGHT KINGS TO DEVOTE MOST TIME?' 14 AND HE REPLIED, 'TO READING AND THE STUDY OF THE RECORDS OF OFFICIAL JOURNEYS, WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN REFERENCE TO THE VARIOUS KINGDOMS, WITH A VIEW TO THE REFORMATION AND PRESERVATION OF THE SUBJECTS. AND IT IS BY SUCH ACTIVITY THAT YOU HAVE ATTAINED TO A GLORY WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN APPROACHED BY OTHERS, THROUGH THE HELP OF GOD WHO FULFILS ALL YOUR [SEXLESS] DESIRES.' 15 THE KING SPOKE ENTHUSIASTICALLY TO THE MAN AND ASKED ANOTHER, HOW OUGHT A MAN TO OCCUPY HIMSELF DURING HIS HOURS OF RELAXATION AND RECREATION? 16 AND HE REPLIED, 'TO WATCH THOSE PLAYS WHICH CAN BE ACTED WITH PROPRIETY AND TO SET BEFORE ONE'S EYES SCENES TAKEN FROM LIFE AND ENACTED WITH DIGNITY AND DECENCY IS PROFITABLE AND APPROPRIATE. 17 FOR THERE IS SOME EDIFICATION TO BE FOUND EVEN IN THESE AMUSEMENTS, FOR OFTEN SOME DESIRABLE LESSON IS TAUGHT BY THE MOST INSIGNIFICANT AFFAIRS OF LIFE. BUT BY PRACTISING THE UTMOST PROPRIETY IN ALL YOUR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS, YOU HAVE SHOWN THAT YOU ARE A PHILOSOPHER AND YOU ARE HONOURED BY GOD ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR VIRTUE.' 18 THE KING, PLEASED WITH THE WORDS WHICH HAD JUST BEEN SPOKEN, SAID TO THE NINTH MAN, HOW OUGHT A MAN TO [SEXLESSLY] CONDUCT HIMSELF AT [SEXLESS] BANQUETS? 19 AND HE REPLIED, 'YOU SHOULD SUMMON TO YOUR SIDE MEN OF LEARNING AND THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO GIVE YOU USEFUL HINTS WITH REGARD TO THE AFFAIRS OF YOUR KINGDOM AND THE LIVES OF YOUR SUBJECTS (FOR YOU COULD NOT FIND ANY THEME MORE SUITABLE OR MORE EDUCATIVE THAN THIS) SINCE SUCH MEN ARE DEAR TO GOD BECAUSE THEY HAVE TRAINED THEIR MINDS TO CONTEMPLATE THE NOBLEST THEMES, AS YOU INDEED ARE DOING YOURSELF, SINCE ALL YOUR [SEXLESS] ACTIONS ARE DIRECTED BY GOD.' 20 DELIGHTED WITH THE REPLY, THE KING INQUIRED OF THE NEXT MAN, WHAT IS BEST FOR THE PEOPLE? THAT A PRIVATE CITIZEN SHOULD BE MADE KING OVER THEM OR A MEMBER OF THE ROYAL FAMILY? 21 AND HE REPLIED, 'HE WHO IS BEST BY [DIVINE] NATURE. FOR KINGS WHO COME OF ROYAL LINEAGE ARE OFTEN HARSH AND SEVERE TOWARDS THEIR SUBJECTS. AND STILL MORE IS THIS THE CASE WITH SOME OF THOSE WHO HAVE RISEN FROM THE RANKS OF PRIVATE CITIZENS, WHO AFTER HAVING EXPERIENCED EVIL AND BORNE THEIR SHARE OF POVERTY, WHEN THEY RULE OVER MULTITUDES TURN OUT TO BE MORE-CRUEL THAN THE GODLESS TYRANTS. 22 BUT, AS I HAVE SAID, A GOOD [DIVINE] NATURE WHICH HAS BEEN PROPERLY TRAINED IS CAPABLE OF RULING, AND YOU ARE A GREAT KING, NOT SO MUCH BECAUSE YOU EXCEL IN THE GLORY OF YOUR RULE AND YOUR WEALTH BUT RATHER BECAUSE YOU HAVE SURPASSED ALL MEN IN CLEMENCY AND PHILANTHROPY, THANKS TO GOD WHO HAS ENDOWED YOU WITH THESE QUALITIES.' 23 THE KING SPENT SOME TIME IN PRAISING THIS MAN AND THEN ASKED THE LAST OF ALL, WHAT IS THE GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT IN RULING AN EMPIRE? 24 AND HE REPLIED, 'THAT THE SUBJECTS SHOULD CONTINUALLY DWELL IN A STATE OF PEACE, AND THAT JUSTICE SHOULD BE SPEEDILY ADMINISTERED IN CASES OF DISPUTE.' 25 THESE RESULTS ARE ACHIEVED THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] INFLUENCE OF THE RULER, WHEN HE IS A MAN WHO HATES EVIL AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVES THE GOOD AND DEVOTES HIS ENERGIES TO SAVING THE LIVES OF MEN, JUST AS YOU CONSIDER INJUSTICE THE WORST FORM OF EVIL AND BY YOUR JUST ADMINISTRATION HAVE FASHIONED FOR YOURSELF AN UNDYING REPUTATION, SINCE GOD BESTOWS UPON YOU A MIND WHICH IS PURE AND UNTAINTED BY ANY EVIL.' 26 AND WHEN HE CEASED, LOUD AND JOYFUL APPLAUSE BROKE OUT FOR SOME CONSIDERABLE TIME. WHEN IT STOPPED THE KING TOOK A CUP AND GAVE A TOAST IN HONOUR OF ALL HIS GUESTS AND THE WORDS WHICH THEY HAD UTTERED. 27 THEN IN CONCLUSION HE SAID, I HAVE DERIVED THE GREATEST BENEFIT FROM YOUR PRESENCE. I HAVE PROFITED MUCH BY THE WISE CACHING WHICH YOU HAVE GIVEN ME IN REFERENCE TO THE ART OF RULING.' 28 THEN HE ORDERED THAT THREE TALENTS OF SILVER SHOULD BE PRESENTED TO EACH OF THEM, AND APPOINTED ONE OF HIS SLAVES TO DELIVER OVER THE MONEY. 29 ALL AT ONCE SHOUTED THEIR APPROVAL, AND THE BANQUET BECAME A SCENE OF JOY, WHILE THE KING GAVE HIMSELF UP TO A CONTINUOUS ROUND OF FESTIVITY.
 CHAPTER 11
FOR A COMMENT ON ANCIENT STENOGRAPHY, SEE VERSE 7. THE TRANSLATION IS SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL AND ACCEPTED AS READ, AND (VERSE 23) A RISING VOTE OF APPROVAL IS TAKEN AND UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.
1 I HAVE WRITTEN AT LENGTH AND MUST CRAVE YOUR PARDON, PHILOCRATES. 2 I WAS ASTONISHED BEYOND MEASURE AT THE MEN AND THE WAY IN WHICH ON THE SPUR OF THE MOMENT THEY GAVE ANSWERS WHICH REALLY NEEDED A LONG TIME TO DEVISE. 3 FOR THOUGH THE QUESTIONER HAD GIVEN GREAT [SEXLESS] THOUGHT TO EACH PARTICULAR QUESTION, THOSE WHO REPLIED ONE AFTER THE OTHER HAD THEIR ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS READY AT ONCE AND SO THEY SEEMED TO ME AND TO ALL WHO WERE PRESENT AND ESPECIALLY TO THE PHILOSOPHERS TO BE WORTHY OF ADMIRATION. 4 AND I SUPPOSE THAT THE THING WILL SEEM INCREDIBLE TO THOSE WHO WILL READ MY NARRATIVE IN THE FUTURE. 5 BUT IT IS UNSEEMLY TO MISREPRESENT FACTS WHICH ARE RECORDED IN THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES. 6 AND IT WOULD NOT BE RIGHT FOR ME TO TRANSGRESS IN SUCH A MATTER AS THIS. I TELL THE STORY JUST AS IT HAPPENED, CONSCIENTIOUSLY AVOIDING ANY [SEXUAL] ERROR. 7 I WAS SO IMPRESSED BY THE FORCE OF THEIR UTTERANCES, THAT I MADE AN EFFORT TO CONSULT THOSE WHOSE BUSINESS IT WAS TO MAKE A RECORD OF ALL THAT HAPPENED AT THE ROYAL AUDIENCES AND BANQUETS. 8 FOR IT IS THE CUSTOM, AS YOU KNOW, FROM THE MOMENT THE KING BEGINS TO TRANSACT BUSINESS UNTIL THE TIME WHEN HE RETIRES TO REST, FOR A RECORD TO BE TAKEN OF ALL HIS SAYINGS AND DOINGS, A MOST EXCELLENT AND USEFUL ARRANGEMENT. 9 FOR ON THE FOLLOWING DAY THE MINUTES OF THE DOINGS AND SAYINGS OF THE PREVIOUS DAY ARE READ OVER BEFORE BUSINESS COMMENCE, AND IF THERE HAS BEEN ANY IRREGULARITY, THE MATTER IS AT ONCE SET RIGHT. 10 I OBTAINED THEREFORE, AS HAS BEEN SAID, ACCURATE INFORMATION FROM THE PUBLIC RECORDS, AND I HAVE SET FORTH THE FACTS IN PROPER ORDER SINCE I KNOW HOW EAGER YOU ARE TO OBTAIN USEFUL INFORMATION. 11 THREE DAYS LATER DEMETRIUS TOOK THE MEN AND PASSING ALONG THE SEA-WALL, SEVEN STADIA LONG, TO THE ISLAND, CROSSED THE BRIDGE AND MADE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICTS OF PHAROS. 12 THERE HE ASSEMBLED THEM IN A HOUSE, WHICH HAD BEEN BUILT UPON THE SEA-SHORE, OF GREAT BEAUTY AND IN A SECLUDED SITUATION, AND INVITED THEM TO CARRY OUT THE WORK OF TRANSLATION, SINCE EVERYTHING THAT THEY NEEDED FOR THE [SEXLESS] PURPOSE WAS PLACED AT THEIR DISPOSAL. 13 SO THEY SET TO WORK COMPARING THEIR SEVERAL RESULTS AND MAKING THEM AGREE, AND WHATEVER THEY AGREED UPON WAS SUITABLY COPIED OUT UNDER THE DIRECTION OF DEMETRIUS. 14 AND THE SESSION LASTED UNTIL THE NINTH HOUR; AFTER THIS THEY WERE SET FREE TO MINISTER TO THEIR PHYSICAL NEEDS. 15 EVERYTHING THEY WANTED WAS FURNISHED FOR THEM ON A LAVISH SCALE. IN ADDITION TO THIS DOROTHEUS MADE THE SAME PREPARATIONS FOR THEM DAILY AS WERE MADE FOR THE KING HIMSELF, FOR THUS HE HAD BEEN COMMANDED BY THE KING. 16 IN THE EARLY MORNING THEY APPEARED DAILY AT THE COURT, AND AFTER SALUTING THE KING WENT BACK TO THEIR OWN PLACE. 17 AND AS IS THE CUSTOM OF ALL THE JEWS, THEY WASHED THEIR HANDS IN THE SEA AND PRAYED TO GOD AND THEN DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO READING AND TRANSLATING THE PARTICULAR PASSAGE UPON WHICH THEY WERE ENGAGED, AND I PUT THE QUESTION TO THEM, WHY IT WAS THAT THEY WASHED THEIR HANDS BEFORE THEY PRAYED? 18 AND THEY EXPLAINED THAT IT WAS A TOKEN THAT THEY HAD DONE NO EVIL (FOR EVERY FORM OF ACTIVITY IS WROUGHT BY MEANS OF THE HANDS) SINCE IN THEIR NOBLE AND HOLY WAY THEY REGARD EVERYTHING AS A SYMBOL OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUTH. 19 AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, THEY MET TOGETHER DAILY IN THE PLACE WHICH WAS DELIGHTFUL FOR ITS QUIET AND ITS BRIGHTNESS AND APPLIED THEMSELVES TO THEIR TASK. 20 AND IT SO CHANCED THAT THE WORK OF TRANSLATION WAS COMPLETED IN SEVENTY-TWO DAYS, JUST AS IF THIS HAD BEEN ARRANGED OF SET [SEXLESS] PURPOSE. 21 WHEN THE WORK WAS COMPLETED, DEMETRIUS COLLECTED TOGETHER THE JEWISH POPULATION IN THE PLACE WHERE THE TRANSLATION HAD BEEN MADE, AND READ IT OVER TO ALL, IN THE PRESENCE OF THE TRANSLATORS, WHO MET WITH A GREAT RECEPTION ALSO FROM THE PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF THE GREAT BENEFITS WHICH THEY HAD CONFERRED UPON THEM. 22 THEY BESTOWED WARM PRAISE UPON DEMETRIUS, TOO, AND URGED HIM TO HAVE THE WHOLE [SEXLESS] LAW TRANSCRIBED AND PRESENT A COPY TO THEIR LEADERS. 23 AFTER THE BOOKS HAD BEEN READ, THE PRIESTS AND THE ELDERS OF THE TRANSLATORS AND THE JEWISH COMMUNITY AND THE LEADERS OF THE PEOPLE STOOD UP AND SAID, THAT SINCE SO EXCELLENT AND SACRED AND ACCURATE A TRANSLATION HAD BEEN MADE, IT WAS ONLY RIGHT THAT IT SHOULD REMAIN AS IT WAS AND NO ALTERATION SHOULD BE MADE IN IT 24 AND WHEN THE WHOLE COMPANY EXPRESSED THEIR APPROVAL, THEY BADE THEM PRONOUNCE A CURSE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR CUSTOM UPON ANYONE WHO SHOULD MAKE ANY ALTERATION EITHER BY ADDING ANYTHING OR CHANGING IN ANY WAY WHATEVER ANY OF THE WORDS WHICH HAD BEEN WRITTEN OR MAKING ANY OMISSION. 25 THIS WAS A VERY WISE PRECAUTION TO ENSURE THAT THE BOOK MIGHT BE PRESERVED FOR ALL THE FUTURE TIME UNCHANGED. 26 WHEN THE MATTER WAS REPORTED TO THE KING, HE REJOICED GREATLY, FOR HE FELT THAT THE DESIGN WHICH HE HAD FORMED HAD BEEN SAFELY CARRIED OUT. 27 THE WHOLE BOOK WAS READ OVER TO HIM AND HE WAS GREATLY ASTONISHED AT THE SPIRIT OF THE [SEXLESS] LAWGIVER. 28 AND HE SAID TO DEMETRIUS, 'HOW IS IT THAT NONE OF THE HISTORIANS OR 'THE POETS HAVE EVER [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT IT WORTH THEIR WHILE TO ALLUDE TO SUCH A WONDERFUL ACHIEVEMENT?' 29 AND HE REPLIED, 'BECAUSE THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS SACRED AND OF DIVINE ORIGIN. AND SOME OF THOSE WHO FORMED THE [SEXUAL] INTENTION OF DEALING WITH IT HAVE BEEN SMITTEN BY GOD AND THEREFORE DESISTED FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] PURPOSE.' 30 HE SAID THAT HE HAD HEARD FROM THEOPOMPUS THAT HE HAD BEEN DRIVEN OUT OF HIS MIND FOR MORE THAN THIRTY DAYS BECAUSE HE INTENDED TO INSERT IN HIS HISTORY SOME OF THE INCIDENTS FROM THE EARLIER AND SOMEWHAT UNRELIABLE TRANSLATIONS OF THE [SEXUAL] LAW. 31 WHEN HE HAD RECOVERED A LITTLE, HE BESOUGHT GOD TO MAKE IT CLEAR TO HIM WHY THE MISFORTUNE HAD BEFALLEN HIM. 32 AND IT WAS REVEALED TO HIM IN A DREAM, THAT FROM IDLE CURIOSITY HE WAS WISHING TO COMMUNICATE SACRED TRUTHS TO COMMON MEN, AND THAT IF HE DESISTED, HE WOULD RECOVER HIS HEALTH. 33 I HAVE HEARD, TOO, FROM THE LIPS OF THEODEKTES, ONE OF THE TRAGIC POETS, THAT WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO ADAPT SOME OF THE INCIDENTS RECORDED IN THE BOOK FOR ONE OF HIS PLAYS, HE WAS AFFECTED WITH CATARACT IN BOTH HIS EYES. 34 AND WHEN HE PERCEIVED THE REASON WHY THE MISFORTUNE HAD BEFALLEN HIM, HE PRAYED TO GOD FOR MANY DAYS AND WAS AFTERWARDS RESTORED. 35 AND AFTER, THE KING, AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, HAD RECEIVED THE EXPLANATION OF DEMETRIUS ON THIS POINT, HE DID HOMAGE AND ORDERED THAT GREAT CARE SHOULD BE TAKEN OF THE BOOKS, AND THAT THEY SHOULD BE SACREDLY GUARDED. 36 AND HE URGED THE TRANSLATORS TO VISIT HIM FREQUENTLY AFTER THEIR RETURN TO JUDEA, FOR IT WAS ONLY RIGHT, HE SAID, THAT HE SHOULD NOW SEND THEM HOME. 37 BUT WHEN THEY CAME BACK, HE WOULD TREAT THEM AS FRIENDS, AS WAS RIGHT, AND THEY WOULD RECEIVE RICH PRESENTS FROM HIM. 38 HE ORDERED PREPARATIONS TO BE MADE FOR THEM TO RETURN HOME, AND TREATED THEM MOST MUNIFICENTLY. 39 HE PRESENTED EACH ONE OF THEM WITH THREE ROBES OF THE FINEST SORT, TWO TALENTS OF GOLD, A SIDEBOARD WEIGHING ONE TALENT, ALL THE FURNITURE FOR THREE COUCHES. 40 AND WITH THE ESCORT HE SENT ELEAZAR TEN COUCHES WITH SILVER LEGS AND ALL THE NECESSARY EQUIPMENT, A SIDEBOARD WORTH THIRTY TALENTS, TEN ROBES, PURPLE, AND A MAGNIFICENT CROWN, AND A HUNDRED PIECES OF THE FINEST WOVEN LINEN, ALSO BOWLS AND DISHES, AND TWO GOLDEN BEAKERS TO BE DEDICATED TO GOD. 41 HE URGED HIM ALSO IN A LETTER THAT IF ANY OF THE MEN PREFERRED TO COME BACK TO HIM, NOT TO HINDER THEM. 42 FOR HE COUNTED IT A GREAT PRIVILEGE TO ENJOY THE SOCIETY OF SUCH LEARNED MEN, AND HE WOULD RATHER LAVISH HIS WEALTH UPON THEM THAN UPON VANITIES. 43 AND NOW PHILOCRATES, YOU HAVE THE COMPLETE STORY IN ACCORDANCE WITH MY PROMISE. 44 I [SEXLESSLY] THINK THAT YOU FIND GREATER [SEXLESS] PLEASURE IN THESE MATTERS THAN IN THE WRITINGS OF THE MYTHOLOGISTS. 45 FOR YOU ARE DEVOTED TO THE STUDY OF THOSE THINGS WHICH CAN BENEFIT THE SOUL, AND SPEND MUCH TIME UPON IT. I SHALL ATTEMPT TO NARRATE WHATEVER OTHER EVENTS ARE WORTH RECORDING, THAT BY PERUSING THEM YOU MAY SECURE THE HIGHEST REWARD FOR YOUR ZEAL.
THE OTHER BIBLICAL GOSPELS
THE GOSPEL OF THE HEBREWS
1. WHEN CHRIST WISHED TO COME UPON THE EARTH TO MEN, THE GOOD FATHER [STEPHEN] SUMMONED A MIGHTY POWER IN HEAVEN, WHICH WAS CALLED MICHAEL, AND ENTRUSTED CHRIST TO THE CARE THEREOF. AND THE POWER CAME INTO THE WORLD AND WAS CALLED MARY, AND CHRIST WAS IN HER WOMB SEVEN MONTHS. (CYRIL OF JERUSALEM, DISCOURSE ON MARY THEOTOKOS 12) FRAGMENT 1 IDENTIFIES JESUS AS THE SON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT; THIS IDEA IS FOUND ALSO IN THE EGYPTIAN COPTIC EPISTLE OF JAMES, ANOTHER INDICATION OF THE EGYPTIAN ORIGIN OF THE GOSPEL. 2. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THE LORD WAS COME UP OUT OF THE WATER, THE WHOLE FOUNT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED UPON HIM AND RESTED ON HIM AND SAID TO HIM: MY SON, IN ALL THE PROPHETS WAS I WAITING FOR THEE THAT THOU SHOULDEST COME AND I MIGHT REST IN THEE. FOR THOU ART MY REST, THOU ART MY FIRST-BEGOTTEN SON THAT REIGNEST FOR EVER. (JEROME, COMMENTARY ON ISAIAH 4) FRAGMENT 2 USES THE LANGUAGE OF JEWISH WISDOM LITERATURE, BUT APPLIES IT TO THE HOLY SPIRIT: THE SPIRIT HAS WAITED IN VAIN THROUGH ALL THE PROPHETS FOR THE SON. THE "REST" THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT FINDS IN THE SON BELONGS TO THE CHRISTIAN GNOSTIC IDEA OF THE PRE-EXISTENT REDEEMER WHO FINALLY BECOMES INCARNATE IN JESUS. 3. EVEN SO DID MY MOTHER, THE HOLY SPIRIT, TAKE ME BY ONE OF MY HAIRS AND CARRY ME AWAY ON TO THE GREAT MOUNTAIN TABOR. (ORIGEN, COMMENTARY ON JOHN 2.12.87) FRAGMENTS 2 AND 3, GIVING ACCOUNTS OF JESUS' BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION OR TRANSFIGURATION, SPRING FROM THE WIDESPREAD GRECO-ROMAN MYTH OF THE DESCENT OF DIVINE WISDOM, THIS UNDERLIES THE PARALLEL PASSAGES IN THE GOSPELS OF MATTHEW (11.25–30), LUKE (7.18–35 AND 11.49–51) AND JOHN (1.1–18), AS WELL AS THE GOSPEL OF THOMAS. THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN FRAGMENT 3 AND THE ORTHODOX CANONICAL GOSPELS ARE CONSIDERABLE: THEIR THIRD-PERSON NARRATIVE HAS BECOME AN ACCOUNT BY JESUS HIMSELF, SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] IS REPLACED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT IS IDENTIFIED AS JESUS' MOTHER. 4A. HE THAT MARVELS SHALL REIGN, AND HE THAT HAS REIGNED SHALL REST. (CLEMENT, STROMATEIS 2.9.45.5) 4B. HE THAT SEEKS WILL NOT REST TILL HE FINDS, AND HE THAT HAS FOUND SHALL MARVEL; AND HE THAT HAS MARVELED SHALL REIGN, AND HE THAT HAS REIGNED SHALL REST. (CLEMENT, STROMATEIS 5.14.96.3) FRAGMENT 4 IS A "CHAIN-SAYING", SEEK–FIND–MARVEL–REIGN–REST, DESCRIBING THE STEPS TOWARDS SALVATION, WHERE "REST" EQUALS THE STATE OF SALVATION. THE SAYING IS SIMILAR TO THEMES FOUND IN JEWISH WISDOM LITERATURE, AND THE SIMILARITY TO A SAYING IN THE GOSPEL OF THOMAS SUGGESTS THAT THE TEXT MAY HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED BY GNOSTIC WISDOM TEACHING. 5. AND NEVER BE YE JOYFUL, SAVE WHEN YE BEHOLD YOUR BROTHER WITH [SEXLESS] LOVE. (JEROME, COMMENTARY ON EPHESIANS 3) 6. IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS ...THERE IS COUNTED AMONG THE MOST GRIEVOUS OFFENSES: HE THAT HAS GRIEVED THE SPIRIT OF HIS BROTHER. (JEROME, COMMENTARY ON EZEKIEL 6) FRAGMENTS 5 (ON EPHESIANS 5.4) AND 6 (ON EZEKIEL 18.7) ARE ETHICAL SAYING OF JESUS, SUGGESTING THAT SUCH TEACHINGS FORMED A SIGNIFICANT PART OF THE GOSPEL. 7. THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS ...RECORDS AFTER THE RESURRECTION OF THE SAVIOR: AND WHEN THE LORD HAD GIVEN THE LINEN CLOTH TO THE SERVANT OF THE PRIEST, HE WENT TO JAMES AND APPEARED TO HIM. FOR JAMES HAD SWORN THAT HE WOULD NOT EAT BREAD FROM THAT HOUR IN WHICH HE HAD DRUNK THE CUP OF THE LORD UNTIL HE SHOULD SEE HIM RISEN FROM AMONG THEM THAT SLEEP. AND SHORTLY THEREAFTER THE LORD SAID: BRING A TABLE AND BREAD! AND IMMEDIATELY IT IS ADDED: HE TOOK THE BREAD, BLESSED IT AND BRAKE IT AND GAVE IT TO JAMES THE JUST AND SAID TO HIM: MY BROTHER, EAT THY BREAD, FOR THE SON OF MAN IS RISEN FROM AMONG THEM THAT SLEEP. (JEROME, DE VIRIS INLUSTRIBUS 2) FRAGMENT 7 EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF JAMES, THE BROTHER OF JESUS AND HEAD OF THE JEWISH–CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT IN JERUSALEM AFTER JESUS' DEATH, THEREBY TESTIFYING TO THE JEWISH CHARACTER OF THE COMMUNITY OF THE GOSPEL. IN ADDITION TO DIRECT QUOTATIONS, OTHER GOSPEL STORIES WERE SUMMARIZED OR CITED BY THE CHURCH FATHERS. THE TRANSLATIONS BELOW ARE FROM VIELHAUER & STRECKER (1991), EXCEPT "B2" WHICH IS FROM KLAUCK (2003): A. (SCRIPTURE) SEEMS TO CALL MATTHEW "LEVI" IN THE GOSPEL OF LUKE. YET IT IS NOT A QUESTION OF ONE AND THE SAME PERSON. RATHER MATTHIAS, WHO WAS INSTALLED (AS APOSTLE) IN PLACE OF JUDAS, AND LEVI ARE THE SAME PERSON WITH A DOUBLE NAME. THIS IS CLEAR FROM THE GOSPEL OF THE HEBREWS. (DIDYMUS THE BLIND, COMMENTARY ON THE PSALMS 184.9–10) THE SUMMARY OF A GOSPEL PASSAGE IDENTIFIES MATTIAS, RATHER THAN MATTHEW, AS THE NAME OF THE TAX-COLLECTOR WHO WAS CALLED TO FOLLOW JESUS. B1. AND HE (PAPIAS) HAS ADDUCED ANOTHER STORY OF A WOMAN WHO WAS ACCUSED OF MANY [SEXUAL] SINS BEFORE THE LORD, WHICH IS CONTAINED IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS. (EUSEBIUS, HISTORIA ECCLESIASTICA 3.39.17) THE CITATION BY EUSEBIUS OF A STORY HE FOUND IN THE WRITINGS OF PAPIAS IS BELIEVED TO REFER TO AN ALTERNATE VERSION OF THE ACCOUNT IN JOHN'S GOSPEL OF JESUS AND THE WOMAN TAKEN IN ADULTERY. B2. IT IS RELATED IN SOME GOSPELS THAT A WOMAN WAS CONDEMNED BY THE JEWS BECAUSE OF A [SEXUAL] SIN AND WAS TAKEN TO THE CUSTOMARY PLACE OF STONING, IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT BE STONED. WE ARE TOLD THAT WHEN THE SAVIOR CAUGHT SIGHT OF HER AND SAW THAT THEY WERE READY TO STONE HER, HE SAID TO THOSE WHO WANTED TO THROW STONES AT HER: LET THE ONE WHO HAS NOT [SEXUALLY] SINNED, LIFT A STONE AND THROW IT. IF SOMEONE IS CERTAIN THAT HE HAS NOT [SEXUALLY] SINNED, LET HIM TAKE A STONE AND HIT HER. AND NO ONE DARED TO DO SO. WHEN THEY EXAMINED THEMSELVES AND THEY RECOGNIZED THAT THEY TOO BORE RESPONSIBILITY FOR CERTAIN ACTIONS, THEY DID NOT DARE TO STONE HER. (DIDYMUS THE BLIND, COMMENTARY ON ECCLESIASTES 4.223.6–13) 
THE GOSPEL OF THE EBIONITES
IN THE GOSPEL THEY HAVE, CALLED ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, BUT NOT WHOLLY COMPLETE, BUT FALSIFIED AND MUTILATED, THEY CALL IT THE HEBREW GOSPEL, IT IS CONTAINED THAT ‘THERE WAS A CERTAIN MAN NAMED JESUS, AND HE WAS ABOUT THIRTY YEARS OLD, WHO CHOSE US. AND COMING UNTO CAPERNAUM HE ENTERED INTO THE HOUSE OF SIMON WHO WAS SURNAMED PETER, AND OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SAID: AS I PASSED BY THE LAKE OF TIBERIAS, I CHOSE JOHN AND JAMES THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE, AND SIMON AND ANDREW AND PHILIP AND BARTHOLOMEW, JAMES THE SON OF ALPHAEUS AND THOMAS THADDAEUS AND SIMON THE ZEALOT AND JUDAS THE ISCARIOT: AND THEE, MATTHEW, AS THOU SATEST AT THE RECEIPT OF CUSTOM I CALLED, AND THOU FOLLOWEDST ME. YOU THEREFORE I WILL TO BE TWELVE APOSTLES FOR A TESTIMONY UNTO (OF) ISRAEL. AND: JOHN WAS BAPTIZING, AND THERE WENT OUT UNTO HIM PHARISEES AND WERE BAPTIZED, AND ALL JERUSALEM. AND JOHN HAD RAIMENT OF CAMEL’S HAIR AND A LEATHERN GIRDLE ABOUT HIS LOINS: AND HIS MEAT, IT SAITH, WAS WILD HONEY, WHEREOF THE TASTE IS THE TASTE OF MANNA, AS A CAKE DIPPED IN OIL. THAT, FORSOOTH, THEY MAY PERVERT THE WORD OF TRUTH INTO A LIE AND FOR LOCUSTS PUT A CAKE DIPPED IN HONEY (SIC). THESE EBIONITES WERE VEGETARIANS AND OBJECTED TO THE IDEA OF EATING LOCUSTS. A LOCUST IN GREEK IS AKRIS, AND THE WORD THEY USED FOR CAKE IS ENKRIS, SO THE CHANGE IS SLIGHT. WE SHALL MEET WITH THIS TENDENCY AGAIN. AND THE BEGINNING OF THEIR GOSPEL SAYS THAT: IT CAME TO PASS IN THE DAYS OF HEROD THE KING OF JUDAEA WHEN CAIAPHAS WAS HIGH PRIEST THAT THERE CAME A CERTAIN MAN JOHN BY NAME, BAPTIZING WITH THE BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE IN THE RIVER JORDAN, WHO WAS SAID TO BE OF THE LINEAGE OF AARON THE PRIEST, CHILD OF ZACHARIAS AND ELISABETH, AND ALL WENT OUT UNTO HIM. THE BORROWING FROM SAINT LUKE IS VERY EVIDENT HERE. HE GOES ON: AND AFTER A GOOD DEAL MORE IT CONTINUES THAT: AFTER THE PEOPLE WERE BAPTIZED, JESUS ALSO CAME AND WAS BAPTIZED BY JOHN, AND AS HE CAME UP FROM THE WATER, THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED, AND HE SAW THE HOLY GHOST IN THE LIKENESS OF A DOVE THAT DESCENDED AND ENTERED INTO HIM: AND A VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAYING: THOU ART MY BELOVED SON, IN THEE I AM WELL PLEASED: AND AGAIN: THIS DAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN THEE. AND STRAIGHTWAY THERE SHONE ABOUT THE PLACE A GREAT LIGHT. WHICH WHEN JOHN SAW, IT SAITH, HE SAITH UNTO HIM: WHO ART THOU, LORD? AND AGAIN THERE WAS A VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAYING UNTO HIM: THIS IS MY BELOVED SON IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED. AND THEN, IT SAITH, JOHN FELL DOWN BEFORE HIM AND SAID: I BESEECH THEE, LORD, BAPTIZE THOU ME. BUT HE PREVENTED HIM SAYING: SUFFER IT, OR LET IT GO: FOR THUS IT BEHOVETH THAT ALL THINGS SHOULD BE FULFILLED. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, THEY SAY THAT JESUS WAS BEGOTTEN OF THE SEED OF A MAN, AND WAS CHOSEN, AND SO BY THE CHOICE OF GOD, HE WAS CALLED THE SON OF GOD FROM THE CHRIST THAT CAME INTO HIM FROM ABOVE IN THE LIKENESS OF A DOVE. AND THEY DENY THAT HE WAS BEGOTTEN OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], BUT SAY THAT HE WAS CREATED [FORMER GLORY], AS ONE OF THE ARCHANGELS, YET GREATER, AND THAT HE IS LORD OF ANGELS AND OF ALL THINGS MADE BY THE ALMIGHTY, AND THAT HE CAME AND TAUGHT, AS THE GOSPEL, SO CALLED, CURRENT AMONG THEM CONTAINS, THAT, ‘I CAME TO DESTROY THE SACRIFICES, AND IF YE CEASE NOT FROM SACRIFICING, THE WRATH OF GOD WILL NOT CEASE FROM YOU’. WITH REFERENCE TO THE PASSOVER AND THE EVASION OF THE IDEA THAT JESUS PARTOOK OF FLESH: THEY HAVE CHANGED THE SAYING, AS IS PLAIN TO ALL FROM THE COMBINATION OF PHRASES, AND HAVE MADE THE DISCIPLES SAY: WHERE WILT THOU THAT WE MAKE READY FOR THEE TO EAT THE PASSOVER? AND HIM, FORSOOTH, SAY: HAVE I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED WITH [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO EAT THIS [DIVINE] FLESH OF THE PASSOVER WITH YOU? THESE FRAGMENTS SHOW CLEARLY THAT THE GOSPEL WAS DESIGNED TO SUPPORT A PARTICULAR SET OF VIEWS. THEY ENABLE US ALSO TO DISTINGUISH IT FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS, FOR, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE ACCOUNTS OF THE BAPTISM IN THE TWO ARE QUITE DIFFERENT. THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE TWELVE, OR ‘OF THE TWELVE’, MENTIONED BY ORIGEN, AMBROSE AND JEROME, IS IDENTIFIED BY ZAHN WITH THE EBIONITE GOSPEL. HE MAKES A GOOD CASE FOR THE IDENTIFICATION. IF THE TWO ARE NOT IDENTICAL, IT CAN ONLY BE SAID THAT WE KNOW NOTHING OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE TWELVE. THE TITLE FOR CERTAIN COPTIC FRAGMENTS OF NARRATIVES OF THE [SEXLESS] PASSION ARE DESCRIBED IN THEIR PROPER PLACE IN THIS COLLECTION: BUT NO ONE HAS BEEN FOUND TO FOLLOW HIS LEAD. THE SEQUENCE OF FOUR FRAGMENTS ARRANGED IN THE ORDER OF VIELHAUER & STRECKER FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL ARE AS FOLLOWS: 1) IT CAME TO PASS IN THE DAYS OF HEROD, KING OF JUDAEA UNDER THE HIGH PRIEST CAIAPHAS, THAT JOHN CAME AND BAPTIZED WITH THE BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE IN THE RIVER JORDAN, HE IS SAID TO BE FROM THE TRIBE OF AARON AND A SON OF ZACHARIAS THE PRIEST AND OF ELIZABETH AND ALL WENT OUT TO HIM. (13.6) AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN JOHN BAPTIZED, THAT THE PHARISEES CAME TO HIM AND WERE BAPTIZED, AND ALL JERUSALEM ALSO. HE HAD A GARMENT OF CAMELS' HAIR, AND A LEATHER GIRDLE ABOUT HIS LOINS. AND HIS MEAT WAS WILD HONEY, WHICH TASTED LIKE MANNA, FORMED LIKE CAKES OF OIL. (13.4) THE PEOPLE HAVING BEEN BAPTIZED, JESUS CAME ALSO, AND WAS BAPTIZED BY JOHN. AND AS HE CAME OUT OF THE WATER THE HEAVENS OPENED, AND HE SAW THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDING UNDER THE FORM OF A DOVE, AND ENTERING INTO HIM. AND A VOICE WAS HEARD FROM HEAVEN: 'THOU ART MY BELOVED SON, AND IN THEE AM I WELL PLEASED'. AND AGAIN: 'THIS DAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN THEE'. AND SUDDENLY SHONE A GREAT LIGHT IN THAT PLACE. AND JOHN SEEING HIM, SAID, 'WHO ART THOU, LORD'? THEN A VOICE WAS HEARD FROM HEAVEN: 'THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED'. THEREAT JOHN FELL AT HIS FEET AND SAID: 'I PRAY THEE, LORD, BAPTIZE ME'. BUT HE WOULD NOT, SAYING 'SUFFER IT, FOR SO IT BEHOOVES THAT ALL SHOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED'. (13.7) 2) "THERE WAS A MAN NAMED JESUS, AND HE WAS ABOUT THIRTY YEARS OLD, HE HAS CHOSEN US. AND HE CAME INTO CAPERNAUM AND ENTERED INTO THE HOUSE OF SIMON, SURNAMED PETER, AND HE OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SAID, 'AS I WALKED BY THE SEA OF TIBERIAS, I CHOSE JOHN AND JAMES, THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE, AND SIMON AND ANDREW AND THADDAEUS AND SIMON ZELOTES, AND JUDAS ISCARIOT, THEE ALSO, MATTHEW, WHEN THOU WAST SITTING AT THE RECEIPT OF CUSTOM, DID I CALL AND THOU DIDST FOLLOW ME. ACCORDING TO MY [SEXLESS] INTENTION YE SHALL BE TWELVE APOSTLES FOR A TESTIMONY UNTO ISRAEL'." (13.2–3) 3) "THEY SAY THAT HE WAS NOT BEGOTTEN OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], BUT CREATED [FORMER GLORY] AS ONE OF THE ARCHANGELS...THAT HE RULES OVER THE ANGELS AND ALL THE CREATURES OF THE ALMIGHTY, AND THAT HE CAME AND DECLARED, AS THEIR GOSPEL, WHICH IS CALLED ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS, REPORTS: 'I AM COME TO ABOLISH THE SACRIFICES, IF YE CEASE NOT FROM SACRIFICING, THE WRATH WILL NOT CEASE FROM YOU'." (16.4–5) 4) "THEY DESTROYED THE TRUE ORDER AND CHANGED THE PASSAGE...THEY MADE THE DISCIPLES SAY, 'WHERE WILT THOU THAT WE PREPARE FOR THEE TO EAT THE PASSOVER'? TO WHICH HE REPLIED: 'I HAVE NO [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO EAT THE [SEXLESS] FLESH OF THIS PASCHAL LAMB WITH YOU'." (22.4) 
THE SECRET GOSPEL OF MARK
FROM THE LETTERS OF THE MOST HOLY CLEMENT, THE AUTHOR OF THE STROMATEIS. TO THEODORE. YOU DID WELL IN SILENCING THE UNSPEAKABLE TEACHINGS OF THE CARPOCRATIANS. FOR THESE ARE THE "WANDERING STARS" REFERRED TO IN THE PROPHECY, WHO WANDER FROM THE NARROW ROAD OF THE COMMANDMENTS INTO A BOUNDLESS ABYSS OF THE CARNAL AND BODILY [SEXUAL] SINS. FOR, [SEXUALLY] PRIDING THEMSELVES IN KNOWLEDGE, AS THEY SAY, "OF THE DEEP THINGS OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]," THEY DO NOT KNOW THAT THEY ARE CASTING THEMSELVES AWAY INTO "THE NETHER WORLD OF THE DARKNESS" OF FALSITY, AND, BOASTING THAT THEY ARE FREE, THEY HAVE BECOME SLAVES OF SERVILE [SEXUAL] DESIRES. SUCH MEN ARE TO BE OPPOSED IN ALL WAYS AND ALTOGETHER. FOR, EVEN IF THEY SHOULD SAY SOMETHING TRUE, ONE WHO LOVES THE TRUTH SHOULD NOT, EVEN SO, AGREE WITH THEM. FOR NOT ALL TRUE THINGS ARE THE TRUTH, NOR SHOULD THAT TRUTH WHICH MERELY SEEMS TRUE ACCORDING TO HUMAN OPINIONS BE PREFERRED TO THE TRUE TRUTH, THAT ACCORDING TO THE FAITH. NOW OF THE THINGS THEY KEEP SAYING ABOUT THE DIVINELY INSPIRED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK, SOME ARE ALTOGETHER FALSIFICATIONS, AND OTHERS, EVEN IF THEY DO CONTAIN SOME TRUE ELEMENTS, NEVERTHELESS ARE NOT REPORTED TRULY. FOR THE TRUE THINGS BEING MIXED WITH INVENTIONS, ARE FALSIFIED, SO THAT, AS THE SAYING GOES, EVEN THE SALT LOSES ITS SAVOR. AS FOR MARK, THEN, DURING PETER'S STAY IN ROME HE WROTE AN ACCOUNT OF THE LORD'S [SEXLESS] DOINGS, NOT, HOWEVER, DECLARING ALL OF THEM, NOR YET HINTING AT THE SECRET ONES, BUT SELECTING WHAT HE THOUGHT MOST USEFUL FOR INCREASING THE FAITH OF THOSE WHO WERE BEING INSTRUCTED. BUT WHEN PETER DIED A MARTYR, MARK CAME OVER TO ALEXANDRIA, BRINGING BOTH HIS OWN NOTES AND THOSE OF PETER, FROM WHICH HE TRANSFERRED TO HIS FORMER BOOK THE THINGS SUITABLE TO WHATEVER MAKES FOR PROGRESS TOWARD KNOWLEDGE. THUS, HE COMPOSED A MORE SPIRITUAL GOSPEL FOR THE USE OF THOSE WHO WERE BEING PERFECTED. NEVERTHELESS, HE YET DID NOT DIVULGE THE THINGS NOT TO BE UTTERED, NOR DID HE WRITE DOWN THE HIEROPHANTIC TEACHING OF THE LORD, BUT TO THE STORIES ALREADY WRITTEN HE ADDED YET OTHERS AND, MOREOVER, BROUGHT IN CERTAIN SAYINGS OF WHICH HE KNEW THE INTERPRETATION WOULD, AS A MYSTAGOGUE, LEAD THE HEARERS INTO THE INNERMOST SANCTUARY OF THAT TRUTH HIDDEN BY SEVEN VEILS. THUS, IN SUM, HE PREPARED MATTERS, NEITHER GRUDGINGLY NOR INCAUTIOUSLY, IN MY OPINION, AND, DYING, HE LEFT HIS COMPOSITION TO THE CHURCH IN ALEXANDRIA, WHERE IT EVEN YET IS MOST CAREFULLY GUARDED, BEING READ ONLY TO THOSE WHO ARE BEING INITIATED INTO THE GREAT MYSTERIES. BUT SINCE THE FOUL DEMONS ARE ALWAYS DEVISING DESTRUCTION FOR THE RACE OF MEN, CARPOCRATES, INSTRUCTED BY THEM AND USING DECEITFUL ARTS, SO ENSLAVED A CERTAIN PRESBYTER OF THE CHURCH IN ALEXANDRIA THAT HE GOT FROM HIM A COPY OF THE SECRET GOSPEL, WHICH HE BOTH INTERPRETED ACCORDING TO HIS BLASPHEMOUS AND CARNAL [SEXUAL] DOCTRINE AND, MOREOVER, [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED, MIXING WITH THE SPOTLESS AND HOLY WORDS UTTERLY SHAMELESS LIES. FROM THIS MIXTURE IS DRAWN OFF THE [SEXUAL] TEACHING OF THE CARPOCRATIANS. TO THEM, THEREFORE, AS I SAID ABOVE, ONE MUST NEVER GIVE WAY; NOR, WHEN THEY PUT FORWARD THEIR FALSIFICATIONS, SHOULD ONE CONCEDE THAT THE SECRET GOSPEL IS BY MARK, BUT SHOULD EVEN DENY IT ON OATH. FOR, "NOT ALL TRUE THINGS ARE TO BE SAID TO ALL MEN." FOR THIS REASON, THE WISDOM OF GOD, THROUGH SOLOMON, ADVISES, "ANSWER THE FOOL FROM HIS FOLLY," TEACHING THAT THE LIGHT OF THE TRUTH SHOULD BE HIDDEN FROM THOSE WHO ARE MENTALLY BLIND. AGAIN, IT SAYS, "FROM HIM WHO HAS NOT SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY," AND, "LET THE FOOL WALK IN DARKNESS." BUT WE ARE "CHILDREN OF LIGHT," HAVING BEEN ILLUMINATED BY "THE DAYSPRING" OF THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD "FROM ON HIGH," AND "WHERE THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS," IT SAYS, "THE RE IS LIBERTY," FOR "ALL THINGS ARE PURE TO THE PURE." TO YOU, THEREFORE, I SHALL NOT HESITATE TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS YOU HAVE ASKED, REFUTING THE FALSIFICATIONS BY THE VERY WORDS OF THE GOSPEL. FOR EXAMPLE, AFTER,"AND THEY WERE IN THE ROAD GOING UP TO JERUSALEM," AND WHAT FOLLOWS, UNTIL "AFTER THREE DAYS HE SHALL ARISE," THE SECRET GOSPEL BRINGS THE FOLLOWING MATERIAL WORD FOR WORD: "AND THEY COME INTO BETHANY. AND A CERTAIN WOMAN WHOSE BROTHER HAD DIED WAS THERE. AND, COMING, SHE PROSTRATED HERSELF BEFORE JESUS AND SAYS TO HIM, 'SON OF DAVID, HAVE MERCY ON ME.' BUT THE DISCIPLES REBUKED HER. AND JESUS, BEING ANGERED, WENT OFF WITH HER INTO THE GARDEN WHERE THE TOMB WAS, AND STRAIGHTWAY A GREAT CRY WAS HEARD FROM THE TOMB. AND GOING NEAR JESUS ROLLED AWAY THE STONE FROM THE DOOR OF THE TOMB. AND STRAIGHTWAY, GOING IN WHERE THE YOUTH WAS, HE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND AND RAISED HIM, SEIZING HIS HAND. BUT THE YOUTH, LOOKING UPON HIM, [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM AND BEGAN TO BESEECH HIM THAT HE MIGHT BE WITH HIM. AND GOING OUT OF THE TOMB THEY CAME INTO THE HOUSE OF THE YOUTH, FOR HE WAS RICH. AND AFTER SIX DAYS JESUS TOLD HIM WHAT TO DO AND IN THE EVENING THE YOUTH COMES TO HIM, WEARING A LINEN CLOTH OVER HIS NAKED BODY. AND HE REMAINED WITH HIM THAT NIGHT, FOR JESUS TAUGHT HIM THE MYSTERY OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND THENCE, ARISING, HE RETURNED TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE JORDAN." AFTER THESE WORDS FOLLOWS THE TEXT, "AND JAMES AND JOHN COME TO HIM," AND ALL THAT SECTION. BUT "NAKED MAN WITH NAKED MAN," AND THE OTHER THINGS ABOUT WHICH YOU WROTE, ARE NOT FOUND. AND AFTER THE WORDS, "AND HE COMES INTO JERICHO," THE SECRET GOSPEL ADDS ONLY, "AND THE SISTER OF THE YOUTH WHOM JESUS [SEXLESSLY] LOVED AND HIS MOTHER AND SALOME WERE THERE, AND JESUS DID NOT RECEIVE THEM." BUT THE MANY OTHER THINGS ABOUT WHICH YOU WROTE BOTH SEEM TO BE AND ARE FALSIFICATIONS. NOW THE TRUE EXPLANATION AND THAT WHICH ACCORDS WITH THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY…
THE APOCRYHON OF JAMES
JAMES WRITES TO YOU. PEACE BE WITH YOU FROM PEACE, [SEXLESS] LOVE FROM [SEXLESS] LOVE, GRACE FROM GRACE, FAITH FROM FAITH, LIFE FROM HOLY LIFE! SINCE YOU ASKED ME TO SEND YOU A SECRET BOOK WHICH WAS REVEALED TO ME AND PETER BY THE LORD, I COULD NEITHER REFUSE YOU NOR SPEAK DIRECTLY TO YOU, BUT I HAVE WRITTEN IT IN HEBREW LETTERS AND HAVE SENT IT TO YOU, AND TO YOU ALONE. BUT INASMUCH AS YOU ARE A MINISTER OF THE SALVATION OF THE SAINTS, ENDEAVOR EARNESTLY AND TAKE CARE NOT TO RECOUNT THIS BOOK TO MANY, THIS WHICH THE SAVIOR DID NOT DESIRE TO RECOUNT TO ALL OF US, HIS TWELVE DISCIPLES. BUT BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO WILL BE SAVED THROUGH FAITH IN THIS DISCOURSE. NOW I SENT YOU TEN MONTHS AGO ANOTHER SECRET BOOK WITH THE SAVIOR REVEALED TO ME. BUT THAT ONE YOU ARE TO REGARD IN THIS MANNER, AS REVEALED TO ME, JAMES. NOW THE TWELVE DISCIPLES WERE SITTING ALL TOGETHER AT THE SAME TIME, AND, REMEMBERING WHAT THE SAVIOR HAD SAID TO EACH ONE OF THEM, WHETHER SECRETLY OR OPENLY, THEY WERE SETTING IT DOWN IN BOOKS. AND I WAS WRITING WHAT WAS IN MY BOOK, LO, THE SAVIOR APPEARED, AFTER HE HAD DEPARTED FROM US WHILE WE GAZED AT HIM. AND FIVE HUNDRED AND FIFTY DAYS AFTER HE AROSE FROM THE DEAD, WE SAID TO HIM: "HAVE YOU GONE AND DEPARTED FROM US?" AND JESUS SAID: "NO, BUT I SHALL GO TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH I HAVE COME. IF YOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO COME WITH ME, COME." THEY ALL ANSWERED AND SAID: "IF YOU BID US, WE'LL COME." HE SAID: "TRULY I SAY TO YOU, NO ONE EVER WILL ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IF I BID HIM, BUT RATHER BECAUSE YOU YOURSELVES ARE FULL. LET ME HAVE JAMES AND PETER, IN ORDER THAT I MAY FILL THEM." AND WHEN HE CALLED THESE TWO, HE TOOK THEM ASIDE, AND COMMANDED THE REST TO BUSY THEMSELVES WITH THAT WITH WHICH THEY HAD BEEN BUSY. THE SAVIOR SAID; "YOU HAVE RECEIVED MERCY... (7 LINES MISSING) DO YOU NOT DESIRE, THEN, TO BE FILLED? AND IS YOUR HEART DRUNK? DO YOU NOT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE, THEN, TO BE SOBER? THEREFORE, BE ASHAMED! AND NOW, WAKING OR SLEEPING, REMEMBER THAT YOU HAVE SEEN THE SON OF MAN, AND WITH HIM YOU HAVE SPOKEN, AND TO HIM YOU HAVE LISTENED. WOE TO THOSE WHO HAVE SEEN THE SON OF MAN! BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN THE MAN, AND WHO HAVE NOT CONSORTED WITH HIM, AND WHO HAVE NOT SPOKEN WITH HIM, AND WHO HAVE NOT LISTENED TO ANYTHING FROM HIM. YOURS IS LIFE! KNOW, THEREFORE, THAT HE HEALED YOU WHEN YOU WERE ILL, IN ORDER THAT YOU MIGHT REIGN. WOE TO THOSE WHO HAVE RESTED FROM THEIR ILLNESS, BECAUSE THEY WILL RELAPSE AGAIN INTO ILLNESS! BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN ILL, AND HAVE KNOWN REST BEFORE THEY BECAME ILL. YOURS IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD! THEREFORE, I SAY TO YOU, BECOME FULL AND LEAVE NO PLACE WITHIN YOU EMPTY, SINCE THE COMING ONE IS ABLE TO MOCK YOU." THEN PETER ANSWERED: "LORD, THREE TIMES YOU HAVE SAID TO US 'BECOME FULL', BUT WE ARE FULL." THE LORD ANSWERED AND SAID: "THEREFORE I SAY UNTO YOU, BECOME FULL, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY NOT BE DIMINISHED. THOSE WHO ARE DIMINISHED, HOWEVER, WILL NOT BE SAVED. FOR FULLNESS IS GOOD AND DIMINUTION IS BAD. THEREFORE, JUST AS IT IS GOOD FOR YOU TO BE DIMINISHED AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, BAD FOR YOU TO BE FILLED, SO ALSO THE ONE WHO IS FULL IS DIMINISHED; AND THE ONE WHO IS DIMINISHED IS NOT FILLED AS THE ONE WHO IS DIMINISHED IS FILLED, AND THE ONE WHO IS FULL, FOR HIS PART, BRINGS HIS SUFFICIENCY TO COMPLETION. THEREFORE, IT IS FITTING TO BE DIMINISHED WHILE YOU CAN STILL BE FILLED, AND TO BE FILLED WHILE IT IS STILL POSSIBLE TO BE DIMINISHED, IN ORDER THAT YOU CAN FILL YOURSELVES THE MORE. THEREFORE, BECOME FULL OF THE SPIRIT BUT BE DIMINISHED OF REASON. FOR REASON IS OF THE SOUL; AND IT IS SOUL." AND I ANSWERED, AND SAID TO HIM: "LORD, WE CAN OBEY YOU IF YOU WISH. FOR WE HAVE FORSAKEN OUR FOREFATHERS AND OUR MOTHERS AND OUR VILLAGES AND HAVE FOLLOWED YOU. GRANT US, THEREFORE, NOT TO BE [SEXUALLY] TEMPTED BY THE WICKED DEVIL." THE LORD ANSWERED AND SAID: "WHAT IS YOUR MERIT WHEN YOU DO THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IF IT IS NOT GIVEN TO YOU BY HIM AS A GIFT, WHILE YOU ARE [SEXUALLY] TEMPTED BY SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]? BUT IF YOU ARE OPPRESSED BY SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND ARE PERSECUTED AND YOU DO THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] WILL, I SAY THAT HE WILL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU AND WILL MAKE YOU EQUAL WITH ME AND WILL CONSIDER THAT YOU HAVE BECOME BELOVED THROUGH HIS PROVIDENCE ACCORDING TO YOUR FREE CHOICE. WILL YOU NOT CEASE, THEN, BEING LOVERS OF THE FLESH AND BEING AFRAID OF SUFFERINGS? OR DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT YOU HAVE NOT YET BEEN MISTREATED AND HAVE NOT YET BEEN ACCUSED UNJUSTLY, NOR HAVE YOU YET BEEN SHUT UP IN PRISON, NOR HAVE YOU YET BEEN CONDEMNED [DAMNED] LAWLESSLY, NOR HAVE YOU YET BEEN CRUCIFIED WITHOUT REASON, NOR HAVE YOU YET BEEN BURIED SHAMEFULLY, AS WAS I MYSELF, BY THE EVIL ONE? DO YOU DARE TO SPARE THE FLESH, YOU FOR WHOM THE SPIRIT IS AN ENCIRCLING WALL? IF YOU CONTEMPLATE THE WORLD, HOW LONG IT IS BEFORE YOU AND ALSO HOW LONG IT IS AFTER YOU, YOU WILL FIND THAT YOUR LIFE IS ONE SINGLE DAY AND YOUR SUFFERINGS, ONE SINGLE HOUR. FOR THE GOOD WILL NOT ENTER THE WORLD. SCORN DEATH, THEREFORE, AND TAKE CONCERN FOR LIFE. REMEMBER MY CROSS AND MY DEATH AND YOU WILL LIVE." AND I ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM: "LORD, DO NOT MENTION TO US THE CROSS AND THE DEATH, FOR THEY ARE FAR FROM YOU." THE LORD ANSWERED AND SAID: "TRULY I SAY TO YOU, NONE WILL BE SAVED UNLESS THEY BELIEVE IN MY CROSS. BUT THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN MY CROSS, THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD. THEREFORE, BECOME SEEKERS FOR DEATH, JUST AS THE DEAD WHO SEEK FOR LIFE, FOR THAT WHICH THEY SEEK IS REVEALED TO THEM. AND WHAT IS THERE TO CONCERN THEM? WHEN YOU TURN YOURSELVES TOWARDS DEATH, IT WILL MAKE KNOWN TO YOU, ELECTION. IN TRUTH I SAY TO YOU, NONE OF THOSE WHO ARE AFRAID OF DEATH WILL BE SAVED. FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD BELONGS TO THOSE WHO HAVE PUT THEMSELVES TO DEATH. BECOME BETTER THAN I; MAKE YOURSELVES LIKE THE SON [JESUS] OF THE HOLY SPIRIT." THEN I QUESTIONED HIM: "LORD HOW MAY WE PROPHESY TO THOSE WHO ASK US TO PROPHESY TO THEM? FOR THERE ARE MANY WHO ASK US AND WHO LOOK TO US TO HEAR AN ORACLE FROM US." THE LORD ANSWERED AND SAID: "DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT THE HEAD OF PROPHECY WAS CUT OFF WITH JOHN?" AND I SAID: "LORD, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO REMOVE THE HEAD OF PROPHECY, IS IT?" THE LORD SAID TO ME: "WHEN YOU COME TO KNOW WHAT 'HEAD' IS, AND THAT PROPHECY ISSUES FROM THE HEAD, THEN UNDERSTAND WHAT IS THE MEANING OF 'ITS HEAD WAS REMOVED'. I FIRST SPOKE WITH YOU IN PARABLES, AND YOU DID NOT UNDERSTAND. NOW, IN TURN, I SPEAK WITH YOU OPENLY, AND YOU DO NOT PERCEIVE. BUT IT IS YOU WHO WERE TO ME A PARABLE IN PARABLES AND WHAT IS APPARENT IN WHAT ARE OPEN. "BE ZEALOUS TO BE SAVED WITHOUT BEING URGED. RATHER, BE READY ON YOUR OWN AND, IF POSSIBLE, GO BEFORE ME. FOR THUS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU. "BECOME HATERS OF HYPOCRISY AND EVIL [SEXUAL] THOUGHT [S]. FOR IT IS THOUGHT WHICH GIVES BIRTH TO HYPOCRISY, BUT HYPOCRISY IS FAR FROM THE TRUTH. "LET NOT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN WITHER AWAY. FOR IT IS LIKE A DATE PALM SHOOT WHOSE FRUITS POURED DOWN AROUND IT. IT PUT FORTH LEAVES AND, WHEN THEY BUDDED, THEY CAUSED THE PRODUCTIVITY OF THE DATE PALM TO DRY UP. THUS, IT IS ALSO WITH THE FRUIT WHICH CAME FROM THIS SINGLE ROOT; WHEN THE FRUIT WAS PICKED, FRUITS WERE COLLECTED BY MANY HARVESTERS. IT WOULD INDEED BE GOOD IF IT WERE POSSIBLE TO PRODUCE THESE NEW PLANTS NOW; FOR THEN YOU WOULD FIND THE KINGDOM. "SINCE I HAVE BEEN GLORIFIED IN THIS MANNER BEFORE THIS TIME, WHY DO YOU ALL RESTRAIN ME WHEN I AM EAGER TO GO? YOU HAVE CONSTRAINED ME TO REMAIN WITH YOU EIGHTEEN MORE DAYS FOR THE SAKE OF THE PARABLES. IT SUFFICED FOR SOME PERSONS TO PAY ATTENTION TO THE TEACHING AND UNDERSTAND 'THE SHEPHERDS' AND 'THE SEED' AND 'THE BUILDING' AND 'THE LAMPS OF THE VIRGINS' AND 'THE WAGE OF THE WORKERS' AND 'THE DOUBLE DRACHMA' AND 'THE WOMAN.' "BECOME ZEALOUS ABOUT THE WORD. FOR THE WORD'S FIRST CONDITION IS [SEXLESS] FAITH, THE SECOND IS [SEXLESS] LOVE, THE THIRD IS [SEXLESS] WORKS. NOW FROM THESE COMES LIFE. FOR THE WORD IS LIKE A GRAIN OF WHEAT. WHEN SOMEONE SOWED IT, HE BELIEVED IN IT, AND WHEN IT SPROUTED, HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED IT, BECAUSE HE LOOKED FORWARD, TO MANY GRAINS IN THE PLACE OF ONE, AND WHEN HE WORKED IT, HE WAS SAVED, BECAUSE HE PREPARED IT FOR FOOD. AGAIN, HE LEFT SOME GRAINS TO SOW. THUS, IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE FOR YOU ALL TO RECEIVE THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN: UNLESS YOU RECEIVE IT THROUGH KNOWLEDGE, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO FIND IT. "THEREFORE, I SAY TO YOU, BE SOBER. DO NOT GO ASTRAY. AND MANY TIMES, I HAVE SAID TO YOU ALL TOGETHER, AND ALSO TO YOU ALONE, JAMES, I HAVE SAID, 'BE SAVED!' AND I HAVE COMMANDED YOU TO FOLLOW ME, AND I HAVE TAUGHT YOU THE RESPONSE IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RULERS. OBSERVE THAT I HAVE DESCENDED, AND I HAVE SPOKEN, AND I HAVE TROUBLED MYSELF, AND I HAVE RECEIVED MY CROWN, WHEN I SAVED YOU. FOR I HAVE DESCENDED TO DWELL WITH YOU IN ORDER THAT YOU ALSO MAY DWELL WITH ME. AND WHEN I FOUND THAT YOUR HOUSES HAD NO CEILINGS OVER THEM, I DWELT IN HOUSES WHICH WOULD BE ABLE TO RECEIVE ME WHEN I DESCENDED. "THEREFORE, OBEY ME, MY BROTHERS. UNDERSTAND WHAT THE GREAT LIGHT IS. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] DOES NOT NEED ME. FOR A FATHER DOES NOT NEED A SON, BUT IT IS THE SON WHO NEEDS THE FATHER. TO HIM I AM GOING, FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE SON [JESUS] IS NOT IN NEED OF YOU. "PAY ATTENTION TO THE WORD. UNDERSTAND KNOWLEDGE. [SEXLESSLY] LOVE LIFE. AND NO ONE WILL PERSECUTE YOU, NOR WILL ANY ONE, OPPRESS YOU, OTHER THAN YOU YOURSELVES. "O YOU, WRETCHED! O YOU UNFORTUNATES! O YOU, DISSEMBLERS OF THE TRUTH! O YOU, FALSIFIERS OF KNOWLEDGE! O YOU, [SEXUAL] SINNERS AGAINST THE SPIRIT! DO YOU EVEN NOW DARE TO LISTEN, WHEN IT BEHOOVED YOU TO SPEAK FROM THE BEGINNING? DO YOU EVEN NOW DARE TO SLEEP, WHEN IT BEHOOVED YOU TO BE AWAKE FROM THE BEGINNING, IN ORDER THAT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN MIGHT RECEIVE YOU? IN TRUTH I SAY TO YOU, IT IS EASIER FOR A HOLY ONE TO SINK INTO [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENT, AND FOR A MAN OF LIGHT TO SINK INTO DARKNESS, THAN FOR YOU TO REIGN, OR EVEN NOT TO REIGN! "I HAVE REMEMBERED YOUR TEARS AND YOUR GRIEF AND YOUR SORROW. THEY ARE FAR FROM US. NOW, THEN, YOU WHO ARE OUTSIDE THE [SEXLESS] INHERITANCE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WEEP WHERE IT BEHOOVES YOU AND GRIEVE AND PROCLAIM THAT WHICH IS GOOD, SINCE THE SON [JESUS] IS ASCENDING APPROPRIATELY. IN TRUTH I SAY TO YOU, HAD IT BEEN TO THOSE WHO WOULD LISTEN TO ME THAT I WAS SENT, AND HAD IT BEEN WITH THEM THAT I WAS TO SPEAK, I WOULD HAVE NEVER DESCENDED UPON THE EARTH. AND NOW, THEN, BE ASHAMED ON ACCOUNT OF THEM. "BEHOLD, I SHALL DEPART FROM YOU. I AM GOING AND I DO NOT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO REMAIN WITH YOU ANY LONGER, JUST AS YOU YOURSELVES HAVE NOT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED. NOW, THEN, FOLLOW ME QUICKLY. THEREFORE, I SAY TO YOU, FOR YOUR SAKE I HAVE DESCENDED. YOU ARE THE BELOVED; YOU ARE THOSE WHO WILL BECOME A CAUSE OF LIFE FOR MANY. BESEECH THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. IMPLORE GOD OFTEN, AND HE WILL GIVE TO YOU. BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO HAS SEEN YOU WITH HIM WHEN HE IS PROCLAIMED AMONG THE ANGELS AND GLORIFIED AMONG THE SAINTS. YOURS IS LIFE! REJOICE AND BE GLAD AS CHILDREN OF GOD. KEEP HIS WILL IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY BE SAVED. TAKE REPROOF FROM ME AND SAVE YOURSELVES. I INTERCEDE ON YOUR BEHALF WITH THE FATHER, AND HE WILL FORGIVE YOU MUCH." AND WHEN WE HEARD THESE THINGS, WE BECAME ELATED, FOR WE HAD BEEN DEPRESSED ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT WE HAD SAID EARLIER. NOW WHEN HE SAW OUR REJOICING, HE SAID: "WOE TO YOU WHO ARE IN WANT OF AN ADVOCATE! WOE TO YOU WHO ARE IN NEED OF GRACE! BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE SPOKEN FREELY AND HAVE PRODUCED GRACE FOR THEMSELVES. MAKE YOURSELVES LIKE STRANGERS; OF WHAT SORT ARE THEY IN THE ESTIMATION OF YOUR CITY? WHY ARE YOU TROUBLED WHEN YOU OUST YOURSELVES OF YOUR OWN ACCORD AND DEPART FROM YOUR CITY? WHY DO YOU ABANDON YOUR DWELLING PLACE OF YOUR OWN ACCORD, READYING IT FOR THOSE WHO [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO DWELL IN IT? O YOU, EXILES AND FUGITIVES! WOE TO YOU, BECAUSE YOU WILL BE CAUGHT! OR PERHAPS YOU IMAGINE THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS A [SEXUAL] LOVER OF HUMANITY? OR THAT HE IS PERSUADED BY PRAYERS? OR THAT HE IS GRACIOUS TO ONE ON BEHALF OF ANOTHER? OR THAT HE BEARS WITH ONE WHO SEEKS? FOR HE KNOWS THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE AND ALSO THAT WHICH THE FLESH NEEDS. BECAUSE IT IS NOT THE FLESH WHICH YEARNS FOR THE SOUL. FOR WITHOUT THE SOUL THE BODY DOES NOT [SEXUALLY] SIN, JUST AS THE SOUL IS NOT SAVED WITHOUT THE SPIRIT. BUT IF THE SOUL IS SAVED WHEN IT IS WITHOUT [SEXUAL] EVIL, AND IF THE SPIRIT ALSO IS SAVED, THEN THE BODY BECOMES SINLESS [1ST JOHN 3:9]. FOR IT IS THE SPIRIT WHICH ANIMATES THE SOUL, BUT IT IS THE BODY WHICH KILLS IT, THAT IS, IT IS THE SOUL WHICH KILLS ITSELF. TRULY I SAY TO YOU, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WILL NOT FORGIVE THE [SEXUAL] SIN OF THE SOUL AT ALL, NOR THE [SEXUAL] GUILT OF THE FLESH. FOR NONE OF THOSE WHO HAVE WORN THE FLESH WILL BE SAVED. FOR DO YOU IMAGINE THAT MANY HAVE FOUND THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN? BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO HAS SEEN HIMSELF AS A FOURTH ONE IN HEAVEN." WHEN WE HEARD THESE THINGS, WE BECAME DISTRESSED. NOW WHEN HE SAW THAT WE WERE DISTRESSED, HE SAID: "THIS IS WHY I SAY THIS TO YOU, THAT YOU MAY KNOW YOURSELVES. FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE AN EAR OF GRAIN WHICH SPROUTED IN A FIELD. AND WHEN IT RIPENED, IT SCATTERED ITS FRUIT AND, IN TURN, FILLED THE FIELD WITH EARS OF GRAIN FOR ANOTHER YEAR. YOU ALSO: BE ZEALOUS TO REAP FOR YOURSELVES AN EAR OF LIFE, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY BE FILLED WITH THE KINGDOM. "AS LONG AS I AM WITH YOU, GIVE HEED TO ME AND OBEY ME. BUT WHEN I AM TO DEPART FROM YOU, REMEMBER ME. AND REMEMBER ME BECAUSE I WAS WITH YOU WITHOUT YOUR KNOWING ME. BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE KNOWN ME. WOE TO THOSE WHO HAVE HEARD AND HAVE NOT BELIEVED! BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN BUT HAVE HAD FAITH! "AND ONCE AGAIN I PERSUADE YOU. FOR I AM REVEALED TO YOU BUILDING A HOUSE WHICH IS VERY VALUABLE TO YOU, SINCE YOU TAKE SHELTER UNDER IT; IN THE SAME WAY IT WILL BE ABLE TO SUPPORT THE HOUSE OF YOUR NEIGHBORS WHEN THEIRS IS IN [SEXUAL] DANGER OF FALLING. IN TRUTH I SAY TO YOU, WOE TO THOSE ON BEHALF OF WHOM I WAS SENT DOWN TO THIS PLACE! BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE TO ASCEND TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. AGAIN, I REPROVE YOU. YOU WHO ARE, MAKE YOURSELVES LIKE THOSE WHO ARE NOT, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY COME TO BE WITH THOSE WHO ARE NOT. "LET NOT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN BECOME DESOLATE AMONG YOU. DO NOT BECOME ARROGANT ON ACCOUNT OF THE LIGHT WHICH ILLUMINES. RATHER, BECOME TO YOURSELVES IN THIS MANNER, AS I AM TO YOU. FOR I HAVE PLACED MYSELF UNDER THE CURSE, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY BE SAVED" AND PETER ANSWERED TO THIS AND SAID: "SOMETIMES YOU URGE US ON TO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, AND OTHER TIMES YOU TURN US AWAY, LORD. SOMETIMES YOU PERSUADE US AND IMPEL US TO FAITH AND PROMISE US LIFE, AND OTHER TIMES YOU EXPEL US FROM THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." AND THE LORD ANSWERED AND SAID TO US: "I HAVE GIVEN YOU FAITH MANY TIMES. MOREOVER, I HAVE REVEALED MYSELF TO YOU, JAMES, AND YOU HAVE NOT KNOWN ME. AGAIN, NOW I SEE YOU REJOICING MANY TIMES. AND WHEN YOU ARE ELATED OVER THE PROMISE OF LIFE, ARE YOU NEVERTHELESS GLUM? AND ARE YOU DISTRESSED WHEN YOU ARE TAUGHT ABOUT THE KINGDOM? BUT YOU THROUGH FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE HAVE RECEIVED LIFE. THEREFORE, SCORN REJECTION WHEN YOU HEAR IT, BUT, WHEN YOU HEAR THE PROMISE, BE THE MORE-GLAD. IN TRUTH I SAY TO YOU, THE ONE WHO WILL RECEIVE LIFE AND BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM WILL NEVER LEAVE IT, NOT EVEN IF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] DESIRES TO BANISH HIM! "THESE THINGS I SHALL SAY TO YOU FOR THE PRESENT. BUT NOW I SHALL ASCEND TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH I HAVE COME. BUT YOU, WHEN I WAS EAGER TO GO, HAVE DRIVEN ME OUT, AND, INSTEAD OF YOUR ACCOMPANYING ME, YOU HAVE PURSUED ME. BUT GIVE HEED TO THE GLORY WHICH AWAITS ME, AND, HAVING OPENED YOUR HEARTS, LISTEN TO THE HYMNS WHICH AWAIT ME UP IN HEAVEN. FOR TODAY I AM OBLIGED TO TAKE (MY PLACE) AT THE RIGHT HAND OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. NOW I HAVE SAID MY LAST WORD TO YOU. I SHALL PART FROM YOU. FOR A CHARIOT OF WIND HAS TAKEN ME UP, AND FROM NOW ON I SHALL STRIP MYSELF IN ORDER THAT I MAY CLOTHE MYSELF. BUT GIVE HEED: BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE PREACHED THE SON [JESUS] BEFORE HE DESCENDED, IN ORDER THAT, WHEN I HAVE COME, I MAY ASCEND. THRICE-BLESSED ARE THOS WHO WERE PROCLAIMED BY THE SON [JESUS] BEFORE THEY CAME INTO BEING, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY HAVE A PORTION WITH THEM." WHEN HE SAID THESE THINGS, HE WENT AWAY. AND WE KNELT DOWN, I AND PETER, AND GAVE THANKS, AND SENT OUR HEARTS UP TO HEAVEN. WE HEARD WITH OUR EARS AND SAW WITH OUR EYES THE SOUND OF WARS AND A TRUMPET CALL AND A GREAT COMMOTION. AND WHEN WE PASSED BEYOND THAT PLACE, WE SENT OUT MINDS UP FURTHER. AND WE SAW WITH OUR EYES AND HEARD WITH OUR EARS, HYMNS AND ANGELIC PRAISES AND ANGELIC JUBILATION. AND HEAVENLY MAJESTIES WERE HYMNING, AND WE OURSELVES WERE JUBILANT. AFTER THIS, WE ALSO DESIRED TO SEND OUR SPIRITS ABOVE TO THE MAJESTY. AND WHEN WE ASCENDED, WE WERE PERMITTED NEITHER TO SEE NOR TO HEAR ANYTHING. FOR THE REST OF THE DISCIPLES CALLED TO US AND QUESTIONED US: "WHAT IS IT THAT YOU HAVE HEARD FROM THE MASTER?" AND, "WHAT HAS HE SAID TO YOU?" AND, "WHERE HAS HE GONE?" AND WE ANSWERED THEM: "HE HAS ASCENDED." AND, "HE HAS GIVEN US A PLEDGE AND HAS PROMISED US ALL LIFE AND DISCLOSED TO US CHILDREN WHO ARE TO COME AFTER US, SINCE HE HAS BID US TO LOVE THEM, INASMUCH AS WE WILL BE SAVED FOR THEIR SAKE." AND WHEN THEY HEARD, THEY BELIEVED THE REVELATION, BUT WERE ANGRY ABOUT THOSE WHO WOULD BE BORN. THEN I, NOT [SEXUALLY] DESIRING TO ENTICE THEM TO SCANDAL, SENT EACH ONE TO ANOTHER PLACE. BUT I MYSELF WENT UP TO JERUSALEM, PRAYING THAT I MAY OBTAIN A PORTION WITH THE BELOVED WHO ARE TO BE REVEALED. AND I PRAY THAT THE BEGINNING MAY COME FROM YOU, FOR THUS I CAN BE SAVED. BECAUSE THEY WILL BE ENLIGHTENED THROUGH ME, THROUGH MY FAITH AND THROUGH ANOTHER'S WHICH IS BETTER THAN MINE, FOR I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE THAT MINE BECOME THE LESSER. ENDEAVOR EARNESTLY, THEREFORE, TO MAKE YOURSELF LIKE THEM, AND PRAY THAT YOU MAY OBTAIN A PORTION WITH THEM. FOR APART FROM WHAT I HAVE RECOUNTED, THE SAVIOR DID NOT DISCLOSE REVELATION TO US. FOR THEIR SAKE WE PROCLAIM, INDEED, A PORTION WITH THOSE FOR WHOM IT WAS PROCLAIMED, THOSE WHOM THE LORD HAS MADE HIS CHILDREN. 
THE GOSPEL OF BARTHOLOMEW
GREEK. 1 AFTER THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, BARTHOLOMEW CAME UNTO THE LORD AND QUESTIONED HIM, SAYING: LORD, REVEAL UNTO ME THE MYSTERIES OF THE HEAVENS. 2 JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM: IF I PUT OFF THE BODY OF THE FLESH, I SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO TELL THEM UNTO THEE. 3 OM. SLAVONIC. 1 BEFORE THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST FROM THE DEAD, THE APOSTLES SAID: LET US QUESTION THE LORD: LORD, REVEAL UNTO US THE WONDERS. 2 AND JESUS SAID UNTO THEM: IF I PUT OFF THE BODY OF THE FLESH, I CANNOT TELL THEM UNTO YOU. 3 BUT WHEN HE WAS BURIED AND RISEN AGAIN, THEY ALL DURST NOT QUESTION HIM, BECAUSE IT WAS NOT TO LOOK UPON HIM, BUT THE FULLNESS OF HIS GODHEAD WAS SEEN. 4 BUT BARTHOLOMEW, &... LATIN 2. AT THAT TIME, BEFORE THE LORD JESUS CHRIST SUFFERED, ALL THE DISCIPLES WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, QUESTIONING HIM AND SAYING: LORD, SHOW US THE MYSTERY IN THE HEAVENS. 2 BUT JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM: IF I PUT NOT OFF THE BODY OF FLESH, I CANNOT TELL YOU. 3 BUT AFTER THAT HE HAD SUFFERED AND RISEN AGAIN, ALL THE APOSTLES, LOOKING UPON HIM, DURST NOT QUESTION HIM, BECAUSE HIS COUNTENANCE WAS NOT AS IT HAD BEEN AFORETIME, BUT SHOWED FORTH THE FULLNESS OF POWER. GREEK. 4 BARTHOLOMEW THEREFORE DREW NEAR UNTO THE LORD AND SAID: I HAVE A WORD TO SPEAK UNTO THEE, LORD. 5 AND JESUS SAID TO HIM: I KNOW WHAT THOU ART ABOUT TO SAY; SAY THEN WHAT THOU WILT, AND I WILL ANSWER THEE. 6 AND BARTHOLOMEW SAID: LORD, WHEN THOU WENTEST TO BE HANGED UPON THE CROSS, I FOLLOWED THEE AFAR OFF AND SAW THEE HUNG UPON THE CROSS, AND THE ANGELS COMING DOWN FROM HEAVEN AND [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPING THEE. AND WHEN THERE CAME DARKNESS, 7 I BEHELD, AND I SAW THEE THAT THOU WAST VANISHED AWAY FROM THE CROSS AND I HEARD ONLY A VOICE IN THE PARTS UNDER THE EARTH, AND GREAT WAILING AND GNASHING OF TEETH ON A SUDDEN. TELL ME, LORD, WHITHER WENTEST THOU FROM THE CROSS? 8 AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID: BLESSED ART THOU, BARTHOLOMEW, MY BELOVED, BECAUSE THOU SAWEST THIS MYSTERY, AND NOW WILL I TELL THEE ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER THOU ASKEST ME. 9 FOR WHEN I VANISHED AWAY FROM THE CROSS, THEN WENT I DOWN INTO HADES THAT I MIGHT BRING UP ADAM AND ALL THEM THAT WERE WITH HIM, ACCORDING TO THE SUPPLICATION OF MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL. 10 THEN SAID BARTHOLOMEW: LORD, WHAT WAS THE VOICE WHICH WAS HEARD? 11 JESUS SAITH UNTO HIM: HADES SAID UNTO BELIAR [LUCIFER/VCITORIA]: AS I PERCEIVE, A GOD COMETH HITHER. [SLAVONIC AND LATIN 2 CONTINUE:] AND THE ANGELS CRIED UNTO THE POWERS, SAYING: REMOVE YOUR GATES, YE PRINCES, REMOVE THE EVERLASTING DOORS, FOR BEHOLD THE KING OF GLORY COMETH DOWN. 12 HADES SAID: WHO IS THE KING OF GLORY, THAT COMETH DOWN FROM HEAVEN UNTO US? 13 AND WHEN I HAD DESCENDED FIVE HUNDRED STEPS, HADES WAS TROUBLED, SAYING: I HEAR THE [SEXLESS] BREATHING OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND I CANNOT ENDURE IT. (LATIN 2. HE COMETH WITH GREAT FRAGRANCE AND I CANNOT BEAR IT.) 14 BUT THE DEVIL ANSWERED AND SAID: SUBMIT NOT THYSELF, O HADES, BUT BE STRONG: FOR GOD HIMSELF HATH NOT DESCENDED UPON THE EARTH. 15 BUT WHEN I HAD DESCENDED YET FIVE HUNDRED STEPS, THE ANGELS AND THE POWERS CRIED OUT: TAKE HOLD, REMOVE THE DOORS, FOR BEHOLD THE KING OF GLORY COMETH DOWN. AND HADES SAID: O, WOE UNTO ME, FOR I HEAR THE [SEXLESS] BREATH OF GOD.] GREEK. 16-17 AND BELIAR SAID UNTO HADES: LOOK CAREFULLY WHO IT IS THAT, FOR IT IS ELIAS, OR ENOCH, OR ONE OF THE PROPHETS THAT THIS MAN SEEMETH TO ME TO BE. BUT HADES ANSWERED DEATH AND SAID: NOT YET ARE SIX THOUSAND YEARS ACCOMPLISHED. AND WHENCE ARE THESE, O BELIAR [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], FOR THE SUM OF THE NUMBER IS IN MINE HANDS. [SLAVONIC. 16 AND THE DEVIL SAID UNTO HADES: WHY AFFRIGHTEST THOU ME, HADES? IT IS A PROPHET, AND HE HATH MADE HIMSELF LIKE UNTO GOD: THIS PROPHET WILL WE TAKE AND BRING HIM HITHER UNTO THOSE THAT THINK TO ASCEND INTO HEAVEN. 17 AND HADES SAID: WHICH OF THE PROPHETS IS IT? SHOW ME: IS IT ENOCH THE SCRIBE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS? BUT GOD HATH NOT SUFFERED HIM TO COME DOWN UPON THE EARTH BEFORE THE END OF THE SIX THOUSAND YEARS. SAYEST THOU THAT IT IS ELIAS, THE AVENGER? BUT BEFORE HE COMETH NOT DOWN. WHAT SHALL I DO, WHEREAS THE DESTRUCTION IS OF GOD: FOR SURELY OUR END IS AT HAND? FOR I HAVE THE NUMBER (OF THE YEARS) IN MINE HANDS]. GREEK. 18: BE NOT TROUBLED, MAKE SAFE THY GATES AND STRENGTHEN THY BARS: CONSIDER, GOD COMETH NOT DOWN UPON THE EARTH. 19 HADES SAITH UNTO HIM: THESE BE NO GOOD WORDS THAT I HEAR FROM THEE: MY BELLY IS RENT, AND MINE INWARD PARTS ARE PAINED: IT CANNOT BE BUT THAT GOD COMETH HITHER. ALAS, WHITHER SHALL I FLEE BEFORE THE FACE OF THE POWER OF THE GREAT KING? SUFFER ME TO ENTER INTO MYSELF (THYSELF, LATIN): FOR BEFORE (OF, LATIN) THEE WAS I FORMED. 20 THEN DID I ENTER IN AND SCOURGED HIM AND BOUND HIM WITH CHAINS THAT CANNOT BE LOOSED, AND BROUGHT FORTH THENCE ALL THE PATRIARCHS AND CAME AGAIN UNTO THE CROSS. 21 BARTHOLOMEW SAITH UNTO HIM: [LATIN 2, I SAW THEE AGAIN, HANGING UPON THE CROSS, AND ALL THE DEAD ARISING AND WORSHIPPING THEE, AND GOING UP AGAIN INTO THEIR SEPULCHERS]. TELL ME, LORD, WHO WAS HE WHOM THE ANGELS BARE UP IN THEIR HANDS, EVEN THAT MAN THAT WAS VERY GREAT OF STATURE? [SLAV., LATIN. 2, AND WHAT SPAKEST THOU UNTO HIM THAT HE SIGHED SO SORE]? 22 JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM: IT WAS ADAM THE FIRST-FORMED, FOR WHOSE SAKE I CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN UPON EARTH. AND I SAID UNTO HIM: I WAS HUNG UPON THE CROSS FOR THEE AND FOR THY CHILDREN'S SAKE. AND HE, WHEN HE HEARD IT, GROANED AND SAID: SO WAS THY GOOD PLEASURE, O LORD. 23 AGAIN BARTHOLOMEW SAID: LORD, I SAW THE ANGELS ASCENDING BEFORE ADAM AND SINGING PRAISES. 24 BUT ONE OF THE ANGELS WHICH WAS VERY GREAT, ABOVE THE REST, WOULD NOT ASCEND UP WITH THEM: AND THERE WAS IN HIS HAND A SWORD OF FIRE, AND HE WAS LOOKING STEADFASTLY UPON THEE ONLY. [SLAV. 25 AND ALL THE ANGELS BESOUGHT HIM THAT HE WOULD GO UP WITH THEM, BUT HE WOULD NOT. BUT WHEN THOU DIDST COMMAND HIM TO GO UP, I BEHELD A FLAME OF FIRE ISSUING OUT OF HIS HANDS AND GOING EVEN UNTO THE CITY OF JERUSALEM. 26 AND JESUS SAID UNTO HIM: BLESSED ART THOU, BARTHOLOMEW MY BELOVED BECAUSE THOU SAWEST THESE MYSTERIES. THIS WAS ONE OF THE ANGELS OF VENGEANCE WHICH STAND BEFORE MY FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] THRONE: AND THIS ANGEL SENT HE UNTO ME. 27 AND FOR THIS CAUSE, HE WOULD NOT ASCEND UP, BECAUSE HE DESIRED TO DESTROY ALL THE POWERS OF THE WORLD. BUT WHEN I COMMANDED HIM TO ASCEND UP, THERE WENT A FLAME OUT OF HIS HAND AND RENT ASUNDER THE VEIL OF THE TEMPLE, AND PARTED IT IN TWO PIECES FOR A WITNESS UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL FOR MY PASSION BECAUSE THEY CRUCIFIED ME. (LAT. 1. BUT THE FLAME WHICH THOU SAWEST ISSUING OUT OF HIS HANDS SMOTE THE HOUSE OF THE SYNAGOGUE OF THE JEWS, FOR A TESTIMONY OF ME WHEREIN THEY CRUCIFIED ME.)]. GREEK. 28 AND WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN, HE SAID UNTO THE APOSTLES: TARRY FOR ME IN THIS PLACE, FOR TODAY A SACRIFICE IS OFFERED IN PARADISE. 29 AND BARTHOLOMEW ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO JESUS: LORD, WHAT IS THE SACRIFICE WHICH IS OFFERED IN PARADISE? AND JESUS SAID: THERE BE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS WHICH TODAY HAVE DEPARTED OUT OF THE BODY AND GO UNTO PARADISE, AND UNLESS I BE 30 AND BARTHOLOMEW SAID: LORD, HOW MANY SOULS DEPART OUT OF THE WORLD DAILY? JESUS SAITH UNTO HIM: THIRTY THOUSAND. 31 BARTHOLOMEW SAITH UNTO HIM: LORD, WHEN THOU WAST WITH US TEACHING THE WORD, DIDST THOU RECEIVE THE SACRIFICES IN PARADISE? JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM: VERILY I SAY UNTO THEE, MY BELOVED, THAT I BOTH TAUGHT THE WORD WITH YOU AND CONTINUALLY SAT WITH MY FATHER [STEPHEN], AND RECEIVED THE SACRIFICES IN PARADISE EVERYDAY. 32 BARTHOLOMEW ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM: LORD, IF THIRTY THOUSAND SOULS DEPART OUT OF THE WORLD EVERY DAY, HOW MANY SOULS OUT OF THEM ARE FOUND RIGHTEOUS? JESUS SAITH UNTO HIM: HARDLY FIFTY [THREE] MY BELOVED. 33 AGAIN BARTHOLOMEW SAITH: AND HOW DO THREE ONLY ENTER INTO PARADISE? JESUS SAITH UNTO HIM: THE [FIFTY] THREE ENTER INTO PARADISE OR ARE LAID UP IN ABRAHAM'S BOSOM: BUT THE OTHERS GO INTO THE PLACE OF THE RESURRECTION, FOR THE THREE ARE NOT LIKE UNTO THE FIFTY. 34 BARTHOLOMEW SAITH UNTO HIM: LORD, HOW MANY SOULS ABOVE THE NUMBER ARE BORN INTO THE WORLD DAILY? JESUS SAITH UNTO HIM: ONE SOUL ONLY IS BORN ABOVE THE NUMBER OF THEM THAT DEPART. [30, &C., LATIN 1. BARTHOLOMEW SAID: HOW MANY ARE THE SOULS WHICH DEPART OUT OF THE BODY EVERY DAY? JESUS SAID: VERILY I SAY UNTO THEE, TWELVE (THOUSAND) EIGHT HUNDRED, FOUR SCORE AND THREE SOULS DEPART OUT OF THE BODY EVERY DAY]. 35 AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE GAVE THEM THE PEACE, AND VANISHED AWAY FROM THEM. 
CHAPTER 2
1 NOW THE APOSTLES WERE IN THE PLACE [CHERUBIM, CHELTOURA, CHRITIR] WITH MARY. 2 AND BARTHOLOMEW CAME AND SAID UNTO PETER AND ANDREW AND JOHN: LET US ASK HER THAT IS HIGHLY FAVOURED HOW SHE CONCEIVED THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE, OR HOW SHE, BARE HIM THAT CANNOT BE CARRIED, OR HOW SHE BROUGHT FORTH SO MUCH GREATNESS. BUT THEY DOUBTED TO ASK HER. 3 BARTHOLOMEW THEREFORE SAID UNTO PETER: THOU THAT ART THE CHIEF, AND MY TEACHER, DRAW NEAR AND ASK HER. BUT PETER SAID TO JOHN: THOU ART A VIRGIN AND UNDEFILED (AND BELOVED) AND THOU MUST ASK HER. 4 AND AS THEY ALL DOUBTED AND DISPUTED, BARTHOLOMEW CAME NEAR UNTO HER WITH A CHEERFUL COUNTENANCE AND SAID TO HER: THOU THAT ART HIGHLY FAVOURED, THE TABERNACLE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], UNBLEMISHED WE, EVEN ALL THE APOSTLES, ASK THEE (OR ALL THE APOSTLES HAVE SENT ME TO ASK THEE) TO TELL US HOW THOU DIDST CONCEIVE THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE, OR HOW THOU DIDST BEAR HIM THAT CANNOT BE 5 BUT MARY SAID UNTO THEM: ASK ME NOT (OR DO YE INDEED ASK ME) CONCERNING THIS MYSTERY. IF I SHOULD BEGIN TO TELL YOU, FIRE WILL ISSUE FORTH OUT OF MY MOUTH AND CONSUME ALL THE WORLD. 6 BUT THEY CONTINUED YET THE MORE TO ASK HER. AND SHE, FOR SHE COULD NOT REFUSE TO HEAR THE APOSTLES, SAID: LET US STAND UP IN PRAYER. 7 AND THE APOSTLES STOOD BEHIND MARY: BUT SHE SAID UNTO PETER: PETER, THOU CHIEF, THOU GREAT PILLAR, STANDEST THOU BEHIND US? SAID NOT OUR LORD: THE HEAD OF THE MAN IS CHRIST? NOW THEREFORE STAND YE BEFORE ME AND PRAY. 8 BUT THEY SAID UNTO HER: IN THEE DID THE LORD SET HIS TABERNACLE, AND IT WAS HIS GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE THAT THOU SHOULDEST CONTAIN HIM, AND THOU OUGHTEST TO BE THE LEADER IN THE PRAYER (TO GO WITH US TO). 9 BUT SHE SAID UNTO THEM: YE ARE SHINING STARS, AND AS THE PROPHET SAID, 'I DID LIFT UP MINE EYES UNTO THE HILLS, FROM WHENCE SHALL COME MINE HELP', YE, THEREFORE, ARE THE HILLS, AND IT BEHOVETH YOU TO PRAY. 10 THE APOSTLES SAY UNTO HER: THOU OUGHTEST TO PRAY, THOU ART THE MOTHER OF THE HEAVENLY KING. 11 MARY SAITH UNTO THEM: IN YOUR LIKENESS DID GOD FORM THE SPARROWS, AND SENT THEM FORTH INTO THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD. 12 BUT THEY SAY UNTO HER: HE THAT IS SCARCE CONTAINED BY THE 13 THEN MARY STOOD UP BEFORE THEM AND SPREAD OUT HER HANDS TOWARD THE HEAVEN AND BEGAN TO SPEAK THUS: ELPHUE ZARETHRA CHARBOUM NEMIOTH MELITHO THRABOUTHA MEPHNOUNOS CHEMIATH AROURA MARIDON ELISON MARMIADON SEPTION HESABOUTHA ENNOUNA SAKTINOS ATHOOR BELELAM OPHEOTH ABO CHRASAR (THIS IS THE READING OF ONE GREEK COPY: THE OTHERS AND THE SLAVONIC HAVE MANY DIFFERENCES AS IN ALL SUCH CASES: BUT AS THE ORIGINAL WORDS TO HAVE ONCE HAD A MEANING, THE MATTER IS NOT OF IMPORTANCE), WHICH IS IN THE GREEK TONGUE(HEBREW, SLAV.): O GOD THE EXCEEDING GREAT AND ALL-WISE AND KING OF THE WORLDS (AGES), THAT ART NOT TO BE DESCRIBED, THE INEFFABLE, THAT DIDST ESTABLISH THE GREATNESS OF THE HEAVENS AND ALL THINGS BY A WORD, THAT OUT OF DARKNESS (OR THE UNKNOWN) DIDST CONSTITUTE AND FASTEN TOGETHER THE POLES OF HEAVEN IN HARMONY, DIDST BRING INTO SHAPE THE MATTER THAT WAS IN [SEXUAL] CONFUSION, DIDST BRING INTO ORDER THE THINGS THAT WERE WITHOUT ORDER, DIDST PART THE MISTY DARKNESS FROM THE LIGHT, DIDST ESTABLISH IN ONE PLACE THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE WATERS, THOU THAT MAKEST THE BEINGS OF THE AIR TO TREMBLE, AND ART THE FEAR OF THEM THAT ARE ON (OR UNDER) THE EARTH, THAT DIDST SETTLE THE EARTH AND NOT SUFFER IT TO PERISH, AND FILLEDST IT, WHICH IS THE NOURISHER OF ALL THINGS, WITH SHOWERS OF BLESSING: (SON [JESUS] OF) THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THOU WHOM THE SEVEN HEAVENS HARDLY CONTAINED, BUT WHO WAST WELL-PLEASED TO BE CONTAINED WITHOUT PAIN IN ME, THOU THAT ART THYSELF THE FULL WORD OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN WHOM ALL THINGS CAME TO BE: GIVE GLORY TO THINE EXCEEDING GREAT NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAWHEH], AND BID ME TO SPEAK BEFORE THY HOLY 14 AND WHEN SHE HAD ENDED THE PRAYER SHE BEGAN TO SAY UNTO THEM: LET US SIT DOWN UPON THE GROUND, AND COME THOU, PETER THE CHIEF, AND SIT ON MY RIGHT HAND AND PUT THY LEFT HAND BENEATH MINE ARMPIT, AND THOU, ANDREW, DO SO ON MY LEFT HAND; AND THOU, JOHN, THE VIRGIN, HOLD TOGETHER MY BOSOM; AND THOU, BARTHOLOMEW, SET THY KNEES AGAINST MY BACK AND HOLD MY SHOULDERS, LEST WHEN I BEGIN TO SPEAK MY BONES BE LOOSED ONE FROM ANOTHER. 15 AND WHEN THEY HAD SO DONE, SHE BEGAN TO SAY: WHEN I ABODE IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD AND RECEIVED MY FOOD FROM AN ANGEL, ON A CERTAIN DAY THERE APPEARED UNTO ME ONE IN THE LIKENESS OF AN ANGEL, BUT HIS FACE WAS INCOMPREHENSIBLE, AND HE HAD NOT IN HIS HAND BREAD OR A CUP, AS DID THE ANGEL WHICH CAME TO ME AFORETIME. 16 AND STRAIGHTWAY THE ROBE (VEIL) OF THE TEMPLE WAS RENT AND THERE WAS A VERY GREAT EARTHQUAKE, AND I FELL UPON THE EARTH, FOR I WAS NOT ABLE TO ENDURE THE SIGHT OF HIM. 17 BUT HE PUT HIS HAND BENEATH ME AND RAISED ME UP, AND I LOOKED UP INTO HEAVEN AND THERE CAME A CLOUD OF DEW AND SPRINKLED ME FROM THE HEAD TO THE FEET, AND HE WIPED ME WITH HIS ROBE. 18 AND SAID UNTO ME: HAIL, THOU THAT ART HIGHLY FAVOURED, THE CHOSEN VESSEL, GRACE INEXHAUSTIBLE. AND HE SMOTE HIS GARMENT UPON THE RIGHT HAND AND THERE CAME A VERY GREAT LOAF, AND HE SET IT UPON THE ALTAR OF THE TEMPLE AND DID EAT OF IT FIRST HIMSELF, AND GAVE UNTO ME ALSO. 19 AND AGAIN HE SMOTE HIS GARMENT UPON THE LEFT HAND AND THERE CAME A VERY GREAT CUP FULL OF WINE: AND HE SET IT UPON THE ALTAR OF THE TEMPLE AND DID DRINK OF IT FIRST HIMSELF, AND GAVE ALSO UNTO ME. AND I BEHELD AND SAW THE BREAD AND THE CUP WHOLE AS THEY WERE. 20 AND HE SAID UNTO ME: YET THREE YEARS, AND I WILL SEND MY WORD UNTO THEE AND THEN SHALT CONCEIVE MY (OR A) SON, AND THROUGH HIM SHALL THE WHOLE CREATION BE SAVED. PEACE BE UNTO 21 AND WHEN HE HAD SO SAID HE VANISHED AWAY FROM MINE EYES, AND THE TEMPLE WAS RESTORED AS IT HAD BEEN BEFORE. 22 AND AS SHE WAS SAYING THIS, FIRE ISSUED OUT OF HER MOUTH, AND THE WORLD WAS AT THE POINT TO COME TO AN END: BUT JESUS APPEARED QUICKLY (LAT. 2, AND LAID HIS HAND UPON HER MOUTH) AND SAID UNTO MARY: UTTER NOT THIS MYSTERY, OR THIS DAY MY WHOLE CREATION WILL COME TO AN END (LAT. 2, AND THE FLAME FROM HER MOUTH CEASED). AND THE APOSTLES WERE TAKEN WITH FEAR LEST HAPLY THE LORD SHOULD BE WROTH WITH THEM.
CHAPTER 3
1 AND HE DEPARTED WITH THEM UNTO THE MOUNT MAURIA (LAT. 2, MAMBRE), AND SAT IN THE MIDST OF THEM. 2 BUT THEY DOUBTED TO QUESTION HIM, BEING AFRAID. 3 AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM: ASK ME WHAT YE WILL THAT I SHOULD TEACH YOU, AND I WILL SHOW IT YOU. FOR YET SEVEN DAYS, AND I ASCEND UNTO MY FATHER [STEPHEN], AND I SHALL NO MORE BE SEEN OF YOU IN THIS LIKENESS. 4 BUT THEY, YET DOUBTING, SAID UNTO HIM: LORD, SHOW US THE DEEP (ABYSS) ACCORDING UNTO THY PROMISE. 5 AND JESUS SAID UNTO THEM: IT IS NOT GOOD (LAT. 2, IS GOOD) FOR YOU TO SEE THE DEEP: NOTWITHSTANDING, IF YE DESIRE IT, ACCORDING TO MY PROMISE, COME, FOLLOW ME AND BEHOLD. 6 AND HE LED THEM AWAY INTO A PLACE THAT IS CALLED CHERUBIM (CHERUKT SLAV., CHAIROUDEE GR., LAT. 2 OMITS), THAT IS THE PLACE OF TRUTH. 7 AND HE BECKONED UNTO THE ANGELS OF THE WEST AND THE EARTH WAS ROLLED UP LIKE A VOLUME OF A BOOK AND THE DEEP WAS REVEALED UNTO THEM. 8 AND WHEN THE APOSTLES SAW IT, THEY FELL ON THEIR FACES UPON THE EARTH. 9 BUT JESUS RAISED THEM UP, SAYING: SAID I NOT UNTO YOU, 'IT IS NOT GOOD FOR YOU TO SEE THE DEEP'. AND AGAIN, HE BECKONED UNTO THE ANGELS, AND THE DEEP WAS COVERED UP. 
CHAPTER 4
1 AND HE TOOK THEM AND BROUGHT THEM AGAIN UNTO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES. 2 AND PETER SAID UNTO MARY: THOU THAT ART HIGHLY FAVOURED, ENTREAT THE LORD THAT HE WOULD REVEAL UNTO US THE THINGS THAT ARE IN THE HEAVENS. 3 AND MARY SAID UNTO PETER: O STONE HEWN OUT OF THE ROCK, DID NOT THE LORD BUILD HIS CHURCH UPON THEE? GO THOU THEREFORE FIRST AND ASK HIM. 4 PETER SAITH AGAIN: O TABERNACLE THAT ART SPREAD ABROAD. 5 MARY SAITH: THOU ART THE IMAGE OF ADAM: WAS NOT HE FIRST FORMED AND THEN EVE? LOOK UPON THE SUN, THAT ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF ADAM IT IS BRIGHT. AND UPON THE MOON, THAT BECAUSE OF THE TRANSGRESSION OF EVE IT IS FULL OF CLAY. FOR GOD DID PLACE ADAM IN THE EAST AND EVE IN THE WEST, AND APPOINTED THE LIGHTS THAT THE SUN SHOULD SHINE ON THE EARTH UNTO ADAM IN THE EAST IN HIS FIERY CHARIOTS, AND THE MOON IN THE WEST SHOULD GIVE LIGHT UNTO EVE WITH A COUNTENANCE LIKE MILK. AND SHE [SEXLESSLY] DEFILED THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD. THEREFORE, WAS THE MOON STAINED WITH CLAY (LAT. 2, IS CLOUDY) AND HER LIGHT IS NOT BRIGHT. THOU THEREFORE, SINCE THOU ART THE LIKENESS OF ADAM, OUGHTEST TO ASK HIM: BUT IN ME WAS HE CONTAINED THAT I MIGHT RECOVER THE STRENGTH OF THE FEMALE. 6 NOW WHEN THEY CAME UP TO THE TOP OF THE MOUNT, AND THE MASTER WAS WITHDRAWN FROM THEM A LITTLE SPACE, PETER SAITH UNTO MARY: THOU ART SHE THAT HAST BROUGHT TO NOUGHT THE TRANSGRESSION OF EVE, CHANGING IT FROM SHAME INTO JOY; IT IS LAWFUL, THEREFORE, FOR THEE TO ASK. 7 WHEN JESUS APPEARED AGAIN, BARTHOLOMEW SAITH UNTO HIM: LORD, SHOW US THE ADVERSARY OF MEN THAT WE MAY BEHOLD HIM, OF WHAT FASHION HE IS, AND WHAT IS HIS WORK, AND WHENCE HE COMETH FORTH, AND WHAT POWER HE HATH THAT HE SPARED NOT EVEN THEE, BUT CAUSED THEE TO BE HANGED UPON THE TREE. 8 BUT JESUS LOOKED UPON HIM AND SAID: THOU BOLD HEART! THOU ASKEST FOR THAT WHICH THOU ART NOT ABLE TO LOOK UPON. 9 BUT BARTHOLOMEW WAS TROUBLED AND FELL AT JESUS' FEET AND BEGAN TO SPEAK THUS: O LAMP THAT CANNOT BE QUENCHED, LORD JESUS CHRIST, [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE ETERNAL LIGHT THAT HAST GIVEN UNTO THEM THAT [SEXLESS] LOVE THEE THE GRACE THAT BEAUTIFIETH ALL, AND HAST GIVEN US THE ETERNAL LIGHT BY THY COMING INTO THE WORLD, THAT HAST ACCOMPLISHED THE [SEXLESS] WORK OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], HAST TURNED THE SHAME-FACEDNESS OF ADAM INTO MIRTH, HAST DONE AWAY THE SORROW OF EVE WITH A CHEERFUL COUNTENANCE BY THY BIRTH FROM A VIRGIN: REMEMBER NOT [SEXUAL] EVIL AGAINST ME BUT GRANT ME THE WORD OF MINE ASKING. (LAT. 2, WHO DIDST COME DOWN INTO THE WORLD, WHO HAST CONFIRMED THE ETERNAL WORD OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO HAST CALLED THE SADNESS OF JOY, WHO HAST MADE THE SHAME OF EVE GLAD, AND RESTORED HER BY VOUCHSAFING TO BE CONTAINED IN THE WOMB). 10 AND AS HE THUS SPAKE, JESUS RAISED HIM UP AND SAID UNTO HIM: BARTHOLOMEW, WILT THOU SEE THE ADVERSARY OF MEN? I TELL THEE THAT WHEN THOU BEHOLDEST HIM, NOT THOU ONLY BUT THE REST OF 11 BUT THEY ALL SAID UNTO HIM: LORD, LET US BEHOLD HIM. 12 AND HE LED THEM DOWN FROM THE MOUNT OF OLIVES AND LOOKED WRATHFULLY UPON THE ANGELS THAT KEEP HELL (TARTARUS), AND BECKONED UNTO MICHAEL TO SOUND THE TRUMPET IN THE HEIGHT OF THE HEAVENS. AND MICHAEL SOUNDED, AND THE EARTH SHOOK, AND BELIAR [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] CAME UP, BEING HELD BY 660 (560 GR., 6,064 LAT. 1, 6,060 LAT. 2) ANGELS AND BOUND WITH FIERY CHAINS. 12 AND THE LENGTH OF HIM WAS 1,600 CUBITS AND HIS BREADTH 40 (LAT. 1, 300, SLAV. 17) CUBITS (LAT. 2, HIS LENGTH 1,900 CUBITS, HIS BREADTH 700, ONE WING OF HIM 80), AND HIS FACE WAS LIKE A LIGHTNING OF FIRE AND HIS EYES FULL OF DARKNESS (LIKE SPARKS, SLAV.). AND OUT OF HIS NOSTRILS CAME A STINKING SMOKE, AND HIS MOUTH WAS AS THE GULF OF A PRECIPICE, AND THE ONE OF HIS WINGS WAS FOUR-SCORE CUBITS. 14 AND STRAIGHTWAY WHEN THE APOSTLES SAW HIM, THEY FELL TO THE EARTH ON THEIR FACES AND BECAME AS DEAD. 15 BUT JESUS CAME NEAR AND RAISED THE APOSTLES AND GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF POWER, AND HE SAITH UNTO BARTHOLOMEW: COME NEAR, BARTHOLOMEW, AND TRAMPLE WITH THY FEET ON HIS NECK, AND HE WILL TELL THEE HIS WORK, WHAT IT IS, AND HOW HE [SEXUALLY] DECEIVETH MEN. 16 AND JESUS STOOD AFAR OFF WITH THE REST OF THE APOSTLES. 17 AND BARTHOLOLMEW FEARED, AND RAISED HIS VOICE AND SAID: BLESSED BE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THINE IMMORTAL KINGDOM FROM HENCEFORTH EVEN FOR EVER. AND WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN, JESUS PERMITTED HIM, SAYING: GO AND TREAD UPON THE NECK OF BELIAR [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]: AND BARTHOLOMEW RAN QUICKLY UPON HIM AND TRODE UPON HIS NECK: AND BELIAR [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] TREMBLED. (FOR THIS VERSE THE VIENNA MS. HAS: AND BARTHOLOMEW RAISED HIS VOICE AND SAID THUS: O WOMB MORE SPACIOUS THAN A CITY, WIDER THAN THE SPREADING OF THE HEAVENS, THAT CONTAINED HIM WHOM THE SEVEN HEAVENS CONTAIN NOT, BUT THOU WITHOUT PAIN DIDST CONTAIN SANCTIFIED IN THY BOSOM, EVIDENTLY OUT OF PLACE. LATIN 1 HAS ONLY: THEN DID ANTICHRIST TREMBLE AND WAS FILLED WITH FURY.) 18 AND BARTHOLOMEW WAS AFRAID, AND FLED, AND SAID UNTO JESUS: LORD, GIVE ME A HEM OF THY GARMENTS (LAT. 2, THE KERCHIEF (?) FROM THY SHOULDERS) THAT I MAY HAVE COURAGE TO DRAW NEAR UNTO HIM. 19 BUT JESUS SAID UNTO HIM: THOU CANST NOT TAKE A HEM OF MY GARMENTS, FOR THESE ARE NOT MY GARMENTS WHICH I WORE BEFORE I WAS CRUCIFIED. 20 AND BARTHOLOMEW SAID: LORD, I FEAR LEST, LIKE AS HE SPARED NOT THINE ANGELS, HE, SWALLOW ME UP ALSO. 21 JESUS SAITH UNTO HIM: WERE NOT ALL THINGS MADE BY MY WORD, AND BY THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] THE SPIRITS [JAMES 1:17] WERE MADE SUBJECT UNTO SOLOMON? THOU, THEREFORE, BEING COMMANDED BY MY WORD, GO IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND ASK HIM WHAT THOU WILT. (LAT. 2 OMITS 20.) 22 [AND BARTHOLOMEW MADE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS AND PRAYED UNTO JESUS AND WENT BEHIND HIM. AND JESUS SAID TO HIM: DRAW NEAR. AND AS BARTHOLOMEW DREW NEAR, FIRE WAS KINDLED ON EVERY SIDE, SO THAT HIS GARMENTS APPEARED FIERY. JESUS SAITH TO BARTHOLOMEW: AS I SAID UNTO THEE, TREAD UPON HIS NECK AND ASK HIM WHAT IS HIS POWER.] AND BARTHOLOMEW WENT AND TRODE UPON HIS NECK, AND PRESSED DOWN HIS FACE INTO THE EARTH AS FAR AS HIS EARS. 23 AND BARTHOLOMEW SAITH UNTO HIM: TELL ME WHO THOU ART AND WHAT IS THY NAME. AND HE SAID TO HIM: LIGHTEN ME A LITTLE, AND I WILL TELL THEE WHO I AM AND HOW I CAME HITHER, AND WHAT MY WORK IS AND WHAT MY POWER IS. 24 AND HE LIGHTENED HIM AND SAITH TO HIM: SAY ALL THAT THOU HAST DONE AND ALL THAT THOU DOEST. 25 AND BELIAR [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] ANSWERED AND SAID: IF THOU WILT KNOW MY NAME, AT THE FIRST I WAS CALLED SATANAEL, WHICH IS INTERPRETED A MESSENGER OF GOD, BUT WHEN I REJECTED THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD MY NAME WAS CALLED SATANAS [SATAN---LUCIFER/VICTORIA], THAT IS, AN ANGEL THAT KEEPETH HELL (TARTARUS). 26 AND AGAIN BARTHOLOMEW SAITH UNTO HIM: REVEAL UNTO ME ALL THINGS AND HIDE NOTHING FROM ME. 27 AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: I SWEAR UNTO THEE BY THE POWER OF THE GLORY OF GOD THAT EVEN IF I WOULD HIDE AUGHT I CANNOT, FOR HE IS NEAR THAT WOULD CONVICT ME. FOR IF I WERE ABLE, I WOULD HAVE DESTROYED YOU LIKE ONE OF THEM THAT WERE BEFORE YOU. 28 FOR, INDEED, I WAS FORMED (CALLED) THE FIRST ANGEL: FOR WHEN GOD MADE THE HEAVENS, HE TOOK A HANDFUL OF FIRE AND FORMED ME FIRST, MICHAEL SECOND [VIENNA MS. HERE HAS THESE SENTENCES: FOR HE HAD HIS SON [JESUS] BEFORE THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH AND WE WERE FORMED (FOR WHEN HE TOOK THOUGHT TO CREATE ALL THINGS, HIS SON [JESUS] SPAKE A WORD), SO THAT WE ALSO WERE CREATED BY THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE SON [JESUS] AND THE [SEXLESS] CONSENT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. HE FORMED, I SAY, FIRST ME, NEXT MICHAEL THE CHIEF CAPTAIN OF THE HOSTS THAT ARE ABOVE], GABRIEL THIRD, URIEL FOURTH, RAPHAEL FIFTH, NATHANAEL SIXTH, AND OTHER ANGELS OF WHOM I CANNOT TELL THE NAMES. [JERUSALEM MS., MICHAEL, GABRIEL, RAPHAEL, URIEL, XATHANAEL, AND OTHER 6,000 ANGELS. LAT. I, MICHAEL THE HONOUR OF POWER, THIRD RAPHAEL, FOURTH GABRIEL, AND OTHER SEVEN. LAT. 2, RAPHAEL THIRD, GABRIEL FOURTH, URIEL FIFTH, ZATHAEL SIXTH, AND OTHER SIX.] FOR THEY ARE THE ROD-BEARERS (LICTORS) OF GOD, AND THEY SMITE ME WITH THEIR RODS AND PURSUE ME SEVEN TIMES IN THE NIGHT AND SEVEN TIMES IN THE DAY, AND LEAVE ME NOT AT ALL AND BREAK IN PIECES ALL MY POWER. THESE ARE THE (TWELVE, LAT. 2) ANGELS OF VENGEANCE WHICH STAND BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD: THESE ARE THE ANGELS THAT WERE FIRST FORMED. 30 AND AFTER THEM WERE FORMED ALL THE ANGELS. IN THE FIRST HEAVEN ARE A HUNDRED MYRIADS, AND IN THE SECOND A HUNDRED MYRIADS, AND IN THE THIRD A HUNDRED MYRIADS, AND IN THE FOURTH A HUNDRED MYRIADS, AND IN THE FIFTH A HUNDRED MYRIADS, AND IN THE SIXTH A HUNDRED MYRIADS, AND IN THE SEVENTH (A HUNDRED MYRIADS, AND OUTSIDE THE SEVEN HEAVENS, JERUSALEM MS.) IS THE FIRST FIRMAMENT (FLAT SURFACE) WHEREIN ARE THE POWERS WHICH WORK UPON MEN. 31 FOR THERE ARE FOUR OTHER ANGELS SET OVER THE WINDS. THE FIRST ANGEL IS OVER THE NORTH, AND HE IS CALLED CHAIROUM (…BROIL, JERUSALEM MS.; LAT. 2, ANGEL OF THE NORTH, MAUCH), AND HATH IN HIS HAND A ROD OF FIRE, AND RESTRAINETH THE SUPER-FLUITY OF MOISTURE THAT THE EARTH BE NOT OVERMUCH WET. 32 AND THE ANGEL THAT IS OVER THE NORTH IS CALLED OERTHA (LAT. 2, ALFATHA): HE HATH A TORCH OF FIRE AND PUTTETH IT TO HIS SIDES, AND THEY WARM THE GREAT COLDNESS OF HIM THAT HE, FREEZE NOT THE WORLD. 33 AND THE ANGEL THAT IS OVER THE SOUTH IS CALLED KERKOUTHA (LAT. 2, CEDAR) AND THEY BREAK HIS FIERCENESS THAT HE, SHAKE NOT THE EARTH. 34 AND THE ANGEL THAT IS OVER THE SOUTH-WEST IS CALLED NAOUTHA, AND HE HATH A ROD OF SNOW IN HIS HAND AND PUTTETH IT INTO HIS MOUTH, AND QUENCHETH THE FIRE THAT COMETH OUT OF HIS MOUTH. AND IF THE ANGEL QUENCHED IT NOT AT HIS MOUTH IT WOULD SET ALL THE WORLD ON FIRE. 35 AND THERE IS ANOTHER ANGEL OVER THE SEA WHICH MAKETH IT ROUGH WITH THE WAVES THEREOF. 36 BUT THE 37 BARTHOLOMEW SAITH UNTO HIM: FLOW CHASTISEST THOU THE SOULS OF MEN? 38 BELIAR [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SAITH UNTO HIM: WILT THOU THAT I DECLARE UNTO THEE THE PUNISHMENT OF THE HYPOCRITES, OF THE BACK-BITERS, OF THE JESTERS, OF THE [SEXUAL] IDOLATERS, AND THE COVETOUS, AND THE ADULTERERS, AND THE WIZARDS, AND THE DIVINERS, AND OF THEM THAT BELIEVE IN US, AND OF ALL WHOM I LOOK UPON (DECEIVE?)? (38 LAT. 2: WHEN I WILL SHOW ANY ILLUSION BY THEM. BUT THEY THAT DO THESE THINGS, AND THEY THAT CONSENT UNTO THEM OR FOLLOW THEM, DO PERISH WITH ME. 39 BARTHOLOMEW SAID UNTO HIM: DECLARE QUICKLY HOW THOU PERSUADEST MEN NOT TO FOLLOW GOD AND THINE EVIL ARTS, THAT ARE SLIPPERY AND DARK, THAT THEY SHOULD LEAVE THE STRAIGHT AND SHINING PATHS OF THE LORD.) 39 BARTHOLOMEW SAITH UNTO HIM: I WILL THAT THOU DECLARE IT IN FEW WORDS. 40 AND HE SMOTE HIS TEETH TOGETHER, GNASHING THEM, AND THERE CAME UP OUT OF THE BOTTOMLESS PIT A WHEEL HAVING A SWORD FLASHING WITH FIRE, AND IN THE SWORD WERE PIPES. 41 AND I (HE) ASKED HIM, SAYING: WHAT IS THIS SWORD? 42 AND HE SAID: THIS SWORD IS THE SWORD OF THE GLUTTONOUS: FOR INTO THIS PIPE ARE SENT THEY THAT THROUGH THEIR GLUTTONY DEVISE ALL MANNER OF [SEXUAL] SIN, INTO THE SECOND PIPE ARE SENT THE BACKBITERS WHICH BACKBITE THEIR NEIGHBOUR SECRETLY, INTO THE THIRD PIPE ARE SENT THE HYPOCRITES AND THE REST WHOM I OVERTHROW BY MY CONTRIVANCE. (LAT. 2:40 AND ANTICHRIST SAID: I WILL TELL THEE. AND A WHEEL CAME UP OUT OF THE ABYSS, HAVING SEVEN FIERY KNIVES. THE FIRST KNIFE HATH TWELVE PIPES (CANALES)… 42 ANTICHRIST ANSWERED: THE PIPE OF FIRE IN THE FIRST KNIFE, IN IT ARE PUT THE CASTERS OF LOTS AND DIVINERS AND ENCHANTERS, AND THEY THAT BELIEVE IN THEM OR HAVE SOUGHT THEM, BECAUSE IN THE [SEXUAL] INIQUITY OF THEIR HEART THEY HAVE INVENTED FALSE DIVINATIONS. IN THE SECOND PIPE OF FIRE ARE FIRST THE BLASPHEMERS…SUICIDES... [SEXUAL] IDOLATERS...IN THE REST ARE FIRST PERJURERS… (LONG ENUMERATION). 43 AND BARTHOLOMEW SAID: DOST THOU THEN DO THESE THINGS BY THYSELF ALONE? 44 AND SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SAID: IF I WERE ABLE TO GO FORTH BY MYSELF, I WOULD HAVE DESTROYED THE WHOLE WORLD IN THREE DAYS: BUT NEITHER I NOR ANY OF THE SIX HUNDRED GO FORTH. FOR WE HAVE OTHER SWIFT MINISTERS WHOM WE COMMAND, AND WE FURNISH THEM WITH A HOOK OF MANY POINTS AND SEND THEM FORTH TO HUNT, AND THEY CATCH FOR US SOULS OF MEN, [SEXUALLY] ENTICING THEM WITH SWEETNESS OF DIVERS BAITS, THAT IS BY DRUNKENNESS AND LAUGHTER, BY BACKBITING, HYPOCRISY, [SEXUAL] PLEASURES, FORNICATION, AND THE REST OF THE 45 AND I WILL TELL THEE ALSO THE REST OF THE NAMES OF THE ANGELS. THE ANGEL OF THE HAIL IS CALLED MERMEOTH, AND HE HOLDETH THE HAIL UPON HIS HEAD, AND MY MINISTERS DO ADJURE HIM AND SEND HIM WHITHER THEY WILL. AND OTHER ANGELS ARE THERE OVER THE SNOW, AND OTHER OVER THE THUNDER, AND OTHER OVER THE LIGHTNING, AND WHEN ANY SPIRIT OF US WOULD GO FORTH EITHER BY LAND OR BY SEA, THESE ANGELS SEND FORTH FIERY STONES AND SET OUR LIMBS ON FIRE. (LAT. 2 ENUMERATES ALL THE TRANSGRESSIONS 46 BARTHOLOMEW SAITH: BE STILL (BE MUZZLED) THOU DRAGON OF THE PIT. 47 AND BELIAR [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SAID: MANY THINGS WILL I TELL THEE OF THE ANGELS. THEY THAT RUN TOGETHER THROUGHOUT THE HEAVENLY PLACES AND THE EARTHLY ARE THESE: MERMEOTH, ONOMATATH, DOUTH, MELIOTH, CHAROUTH, GRAPHATHAS, OETHRA, NEPHONOS, CHALKATOURA. WITH THEM DO FLY (ARE ADMINISTERED?) THE THINGS THAT ARE IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH AND UNDER THE EARTH. 48 BARTHOLOMEW SAITH UNTO HIM: BE STILL (BE MUZZLED) AND BE FAINT, THAT I MAY ENTREAT MY LORD. 49 AND BARTHOLOMEW FELL UPON HIS FACE AND CAST EARTH UPON HIS HEAD AND BEGAN TO SAY: O LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. ALL THE CHOIRS OF THE ANGELS PRAISE THEE, O MASTER, AND I THAT AM UNWORTHY WITH MY LIPS…DO PRAISE THEE, O MASTER. HEARKEN UNTO ME THY SERVANT, AND AS THOU DIDST CHOOSE ME FROM THE RECEIPT OF CUSTOM AND DIDST NOT SUFFER ME TO HAVE MY CONVERSATION UNTO THE END IN MY FORMER DEEDS, O LORD JESUS CHRIST, HEARKEN UNTO ME AND HAVE MERCY UPON THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS. 50 AND WHEN HE HAD SO SAID, THE LORD SAITH UNTO HIM: RISE UP, SUFFER HIM THAT GROANETH TO ARISE: I WILL DECLARE THE REST UNTO THEE. 51 AND BARTHOLOMEW RAISED UP SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND SAID UNTO HIM: GO UNTO THY PLACE, WITH THINE ANGELS, BUT THE LORD HATH MERCY UPON ALL HIS WORLD. (50, 51, AGAIN ENORMOUSLY AMPLIFIED IN LAT. 2. SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] COMPLAINS THAT HE HAS BEEN TRICKED INTO TELLING HIS [TOP] SECRETS BEFORE THE TIME. THE INTERPOLATION IS TO SOME EXTENT DATED BY THIS SENTENCE: ' SIMON MAGUS AND ZAROES AND ARFAXIR AND JANNES AND MAMBRES ARE MY BROTHERS.' ZAROES AND ARFAXATARE WIZARDS WHO FIGURE IN THE LATIN ACTS OF MATTHEW AND OF SIMON AND JUDE (SEE BELOW). 52 BUT THE DEVIL [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SAID: SUFFER ME, AND I WILL TELL THEE HOW I WAS CAST DOWN INTO THIS PLACE AND HOW THE LORD DID MAKE MAN. 53 I WAS GOING TO AND FRO IN THE WORLD, AND GOD SAID UNTO MICHAEL: BRING ME A CLOD FROM THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH, AND WATER OUT OF THE FOUR RIVERS OF PARADISE. AND WHEN MICHAEL BROUGHT THEM GOD FORMED ADAM IN THE REGIONS OF THE EAST, AND SHAPED THE CLOD WHICH WAS SHAPELESS, AND STRETCHED SINEWS AND VEINS UPON IT AND ESTABLISHED IT WITH JOINTS; AND HE WORSHIPPED HIM, HIMSELF FOR HIS OWN SAKE FIRST, BECAUSE HE WAS THE IMAGE OF GOD, THEREFORE HE WORSHIPPED HIM. 54 AND WHEN I CAME FROM THE ENDS OF THE EARTH MICHAEL SAID: WORSHIP THOU THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD, WHICH HE HATH MADE ACCORDING TO HIS LIKENESS. BUT I SAID: I AM FIRE OF FIRE, I WAS THE FIRST ANGEL FORMED, AND SHALL WORSHIP CLAY AND MATTER? 55 AND MICHAEL SAITH TO ME: WORSHIP, LEST GOD BE WROTH WITH THEE. BUT I SAID TO HIM: GOD WILL NOT BE WROTH WITH ME; BUT I WILL SET MY THRONE OVER AGAINST HIS THRONE, AND I WILL BE AS HE IS. THEN WAS GOD WROTH WITH ME AND CAST ME DOWN, HAVING COMMANDED THE WINDOWS OF HEAVEN TO BE OPENED. 56 AND WHEN I WAS CAST DOWN, HE ASKED ALSO THE SIX HUNDRED THAT WERE UNDER ME, IF THEY WOULD WORSHIP: BUT THEY SAID: LIKE AS WE HAVE SEEN THE FIRST ANGEL DO, NEITHER WILL WE WORSHIP HIM THAT IS LESS THAN OURSELVES. THEN WERE THE SIX HUNDRED ALSO CAST DOWN BY HIM WITH ME. 57 AND WHEN WE WERE CAST DOWN UPON THE EARTH, WE WERE SENSELESS FOR FORTY YEARS, AND WHEN THE SUN SHONE FORTH SEVEN TIMES BRIGHTER THAN FIRE, SUDDENLY I AWAKED; AND I LOOKED ABOUT AND SAW THE SIX HUNDRED THAT WERE UNDER ME SENSELESS. 58 AND I AWAKED MY SON SALPSAN AND TOOK HIM TO COUNSEL HOW I MIGHT DECEIVE THE MAN ON WHOSE ACCOUNT I WAS CAST OUT OF THE HEAVENS. 59 AND THUS DID I CONTRIVE IT. I TOOK A VIAL IN MINE HAND AND SCRAPED THE SWEAT FROM OFF MY BREAST AND THE HAIR OF MINE ARMPITS, AND WASHED MYSELF (LAT. 2, I TOOK FIG LEAVES IN MY HANDS AND WIPED THE SWEAT FROM MY BOSOM AND BELOW MINE ARMS AND CAST IT DOWN BESIDE THE STREAMS OF WATERS. 69 IS GREATLY PROLONGED IN THIS TEXT) IN THE SPRINGS OF THE WATERS WHENCE THE FOUR RIVERS FLOW OUT, AND EVE DRANK OF IT AND [SEXLESS] DESIRE CAME UPON HER: FOR IF SHE HAD NOT DRUNK OF THAT WATER, I SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO [SEXUALLY] DECEIVE HER. 61 AND BARTHOLOMEW CAME AND FELL AT JESUS' FEET AND BEGAN WITH TEARS TO SAY THUS: ABBA, FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT ART PAST FINDING OUT BY US, [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHOM THE SEVEN HEAVENS HARDLY CONTAINED, BUT WHO WAST PLEASED TO BE CONTAINED EASILY AND WITHOUT PAIN WITHIN THE BODY OF THE VIRGIN: WHOM THE VIRGIN KNEW NOT THAT SHE BARE: THOU BY THY THOUGHT HAST ORDAINED ALL THINGS TO BE: THOU GIVEST US THAT WHICH WE NEED BEFORE THOU ART ENTREATED. 62 THOU THAT DIDST WEAR A CROWN OF THORNS THAT THOU MIGHTEST PREPARE FOR US THAT REPENT THE PRECIOUS CROWN FROM HEAVEN, THAT DIDST HANG UPON THE TREE, THAT (A CLAUSE GONE): (LAT. 2, THAT THOU MIGHTEST TURN FROM US THE TREE OF [SEXUAL] LUST AND CONCUPISCENCE (ETC...). THE VERSE IS PROLONGED FOR OVER 40 LINES [THE TOP IS 46 LINES BECAUSE OF THE END OF THE 1ST KINDGOM) (THAT DIDST DRINK WINE MINGLED WITH GALL) THAT THOU MIGHTEST GIVE US TO DRINK OF THE WINE OF COMPUNCTION, AND WAST PIERCED IN THE SIDE WITH A SPEAR THAT THOU MIGHTEST FILL US WITH THY BODY AND THY BLOOD: 63 THOU THAT GAVEST NAMES UNTO THE FOUR RIVERS: TO THE FIRST PHISON, BECAUSE OF THE FAITH (PISTIS) WHICH THOU DIDST APPEAR IN THE WORLD TO PREACH, TO THE SECOND GEON, FOR THAT MAN WAS MADE OF EARTH (GE); TO THE THIRD TIGRIS, BECAUSE BY THEE WAS REVEALED UNTO US THE CONSUBSTANTIAL TRINITY IN THE HEAVENS (TO MAKE ANYTHING OF THIS WE MUST READ TRIGIS); TO THE FOURTH EUPHRATES, BECAUSE BY THY PRESENCE IN THE WORLD THOU MADEST EVERY SOUL TO REJOICE (EUPHRANAI) THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF IMMORTALITY. 64 MY GOD, AND FATHER [STEPHEN], THE GREATEST, MY KING: SAVE, LORD, THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS. 65 WHEN HE HAD THUS PRAYED JESUS SAID UNTO HIM: BARTHOLOMEW, MY FATHER [STEPHEN] DID NAME ME CHRIST, THAT I MIGHT COME DOWN UPON EARTH AND ANOINT EVERY MAN THAT COMETH UNTO ME WITH THE OIL OF LIFE: AND HE DID CALL ME JESUS THAT I MIGHT HEAL EVERY SIN OF THEM THAT KNOW NOT…AND GIVE UNTO MEN…THE 66 AND AGAIN BARTHOLOMEW SAITH UNTO HIM: LORD, IS IT LAWFUL FOR ME TO REVEAL THESE MYSTERIES UNTO EVERY MAN? JESUS SAITH UNTO HIM: BARTHOLOMEW, MY BELOVED, AS MANY AS ARE FAITHFUL AND ARE ABLE TO KEEP THEM UNTO THEMSELVES, TO THEM MAYEST THOU ENTRUST THESE THINGS. FOR SOME THERE ARE THAT BE WORTHY OF THEM, BUT THERE ARE ALSO OTHER SOME UNTO WHOM IT IS NOT FIT TO ENTRUST THEM: FOR THEY ARE [SEXUALLY] VAIN (SWAGGERERS), DRUNKARDS, PROUD, UNMERCIFUL, PARTAKERS IN IDOLATRY, AUTHORS OF FORNICATION, SLANDERERS, TEACHERS OF FOOLISHNESS, AND DOING ALL [SEXUAL] WORKS THAT ARE OF THE DEVIL, AND THEREFORE ARE THEY NOT WORTHY THAT THESE SHOULD BE ENTRUSTED TO THEM. 68 AND ALSO, THEY ARE SECRET, BECAUSE OF THOSE THAT CANNOT CONTAIN THEM, FOR AS MANY AS CAN CONTAIN THEM SHALL HAVE A PART IN THEM. HEREIN (HITHERTO?) THEREFORE, MY BELOVED, HAVE I SPOKEN UNTO THEE, FOR BLESSED ART THOU AND ALL THY KINDRED WHICH OF THEIR CHOICE HAVE THIS WORD ENTRUSTED UNTO THEM; FOR ALL THEY THAT OF MY JUDGMENT. 69 THEN I, BARTHOLOMEW, WHICH WROTE THESE THINGS IN MINE HEART, TOOK HOLD ON THE HAND OF GLORY BE TO THEE, O LORD JESUS CHRIST, THAT GIVEST UNTO ALL THY GRACE WHICH ALL WE HAVE PERCEIVED. ALLELUIA. GLORY BE TO THEE, O LORD, THE LIFE OF [SEXUAL] SINNERS. GLORY BE TO THEE, O LORD, DEATH IS PUT TO SHAME. GLORY BE TO THEE, O LORD, THE TREASURE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR UNTO GOD DO WE SING. 70 AND AS BARTHOLOMEW THUS SPAKE AGAIN, JESUS PUT OFF HIS MANTLE AND TOOK A KERCHIEF FROM THE NECK OF BARTHOLOMEW AND BEGAN TO REJOICE AND SAY (70 LAT. 2, THEN JESUS TOOK A KERCHIEF (?) I AND SAID: I AM GOOD: MILD AND GRACIOUS AND MERCIFUL, STRONG AND RIGHTEOUS, WONDERFUL AND HOLY): I AM GOOD. ALLELUIA. I AM MEEK AND GENTLE. ALLELUIA. GLORY BE TO THEE, O LORD: FOR I GIVE GIFTS UNTO ALL THEM THAT DESIRE ME. ALLELUIA. GLORY BE TO THEE, O LORD, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN. ALLELUIA. 71 AND WHEN HE HAD CEASED, THE APOSTLES KISSED HIM, AND HE GAVE THEM THE PEACE OF [SEXLESS] LOVE.
CHAPTER 5
1 BARTHOLOMEW SAITH UNTO HIM: DECLARE UNTO US, LORD WHAT [SEXUAL] SIN IS HEAVIER THAN ALL [SEXUAL] SINS? 2 JESUS SAITH UNTO HIM: VERILY I SAY UNTO THEE THAT HYPOCRISY AND BACKBITING IS HEAVIER THAN ALL [SEXUAL] SINS: FOR BECAUSE OF THEM, THE PROPHET SAID IN THE PSALM, THAT 'THE UNGODLY SHALL NOT RISE IN THE JUDGMENT, NEITHER [SEXUAL] SINNERS IN THE COUNCIL OF THE RIGHTEOUS', NEITHER THE UNGODLY IN THE JUDGMENT OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT EVERY [NON-SEXUAL] SIN SHALL BE FORGIVEN UNTO EVERY MAN, BUT THE [SEXUAL] SIN AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24] SHALL NOT BE FORGIVEN. 3 AND BARTHOLOMEW SAITH UNTO HIM: WHAT IS THE [SEXUAL] SIN AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24]? 4 JESUS SAITH UNTO HIM: WHOSOEVER SHALL DECREE AGAINST ANY MAN THAT HATH SERVED MY HOLY FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH BLASPHEMED AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24]: FOR EVERY MAN THAT SERVETH GOD WORSHIPFULLY IS WORTHY OF THE HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24], AND HE THAT SPEAKETH ANYTHING [SEXUALLY] EVIL AGAINST HIM SHALL NOT BE FORGIVEN. 5 WOE UNTO HIM THAT SWEARETH BY THE HEAD OF GOD, YEA WOE (?) TO HIM THAT SWEARETH FALSELY BY HIM TRULY. FOR THERE ARE TWELVE HEADS OF GOD THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]: FOR HE IS THE TRUTH, AND IN HIM IS NO LIE, NEITHER FORSWEARING. 6 YE, THEREFORE, GO YE AND PREACH UNTO ALL THE WORLD THE WORD OF TRUTH, AND THOU, BARTHOLOMEW, PREACH THIS WORD UNTO EVERY ONE THAT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRETH IT, AND AS MANY AS 7 BARTHOLOMEW SAITH: O LORD, AND IF ANY [SEXUAL] SIN WITH [SEXUAL] SIN OF THE BODY, WHAT IS THEIR REWARD? 8 AND JESUS SAID: IT IS GOOD IF HE THAT IS BAPTIZED PRESENT HIS BAPTISM BLAMELESS: BUT THE [SEXUAL] PLEASURE OF THE FLESH WILL BECOME A [SEXUAL] LOVER. FOR A SINGLE MARRIAGE BELONGETH TO SOBRIETY: FOR VERILY I SAY UNTO THEE, HE THAT [SEXUAL] SINNETH AFTER THE THIRD MARRIAGE (WIFE) IS UNWORTHY OF GOD. (8 LAT. 2 IS TO THIS EFFECT…BUT IF THE [SEXUAL] LUST OF THE FLESH [1ST JOHN 2:15-17] COME UPON HIM, HE OUGHT TO BE THE HUSBAND OF ONE WIFE. THE MARRIED, IF THEY ARE GOOD AND PAY TITHES [MALACHI 3:8-12], WILL RECEIVE A HUNDREDFOLD. A SECOND MARRIAGE IS [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL, ON CONDITION OF THE DILIGENT PERFORMANCE OF GOOD WORKS, AND DUE PAYMENT OF TITHES: BUT A THIRD MARRIAGE IS REPROBATED [THIS MEANS THE 3RD TIME YOU STRIKE OUT]: AND VIRGINITY IS BEST.) 9 BUT YE, PREACH YE UNTO EVERY MAN THAT THEY KEEP THEMSELVES FROM SUCH THINGS: FOR I DEPART NOT FROM YOU AND I DO SUPPLY YOU WITH THE HOLY GHOST. (LAT. 2, AT THE END OF 9, JESUS ASCENDS IN THE CLOUDS, AND TWO ANGELS APPEAR AND SAY: 'YE MEN OF GALILEE', AND THE REST) 10 AND BARTHOLOMEW [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED HIM WITH THE APOSTLES, AND GLORIFIED GOD EARNESTLY, SAYING: GLORY BE TO THEE, HOLY FATHER [STEPHEN], SUN UNQUENCHABLE, INCOMPREHENSIBLE, FULL OF LIGHT. UNTO THEE BE GLORY, UNTO THEE HONOUR AND ADORATION, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN. (LAT. 2, END OF THE QUESTIONING OF THE MOST BLESSED BARTHOLOMEW AND (OR) THE OTHER APOSTLES WITH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.) 
THE MARTYRDOM OF THE HOLY AND GLORIOUS APOSTLE BARTHOLOMEW
HISTORIANS DECLARE THAT INDIA IS DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS; AND THE FIRST IS SAID TO END AT ETHIOPIA, AND THE SECOND AT MEDIA, AND THE THIRD COMPLETES THE COUNTRY; AND THE ONE PORTION OF IT ENDS IN THE DARK, AND THE OTHER IN THE OCEAN.  TO THIS INDIA, THEN, THE HOLY BARTHOLOMEW THE APOSTLE OF CHRIST WENT, AND TOOK UP HIS QUARTERS IN THE TEMPLE OF ASTARUTH, AND LIVED THERE AS ONE OF THE PILGRIMS AND THE POOR. IN THIS TEMPLE, THEN, THERE WAS AN IDOL CALLED ASTARUTH, WHICH WAS SUPPOSED TO HEAL THE INFIRM, BUT RATHER THE MORE INJURED ALL. AND THE PEOPLE WERE IN ENTIRE IGNORANCE OF THE TRUE GOD; AND FROM WANT OF KNOWLEDGE, BUT RATHER FROM THE DIFFICULTY OF GOING TO ANY OTHER, THEY ALL FLED FOR REFUGE TO THE FALSE GOD. AND HE BROUGHT UPON THEM TROUBLES, INFIRMITIES, DAMAGE, VIOLENCE, AND MUCH AFFLICTION; AND WHEN ANY ONE SACRIFICED TO HIM, THE DEMON, RETIRING, APPEARED TO GIVE A CURE TO THE PERSON IN TROUBLE; AND THE FOOLISH PEOPLE, SEEING THIS, BELIEVED IN HIM. BUT THE DEMONS RETIRED, NOT BECAUSE THEY WISHED TO CURE MEN, BUT THAT THEY MIGHT THE MORE ASSAIL THEM, AND RATHER HAVE THEM ALTOGETHER IN THEIR POWER; AND THINKING THAT THEY WERE CURED BODILY, THOSE THAT SACRIFICED TO THEM WERE THE MORE DISEASED IN SOUL. AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT WHILE THE HOLY APOSTLE OF CHRIST, BARTHOLOMEW, STAYED THERE, ASTARUTH GAVE NO RESPONSE, AND WAS NOT ABLE FOR CURING.  AND WHEN THE TEMPLE WAS FULL OF SICK PERSONS, WHO SACRIFICED TO HIM DAILY, ASTARUTH COULD GIVE NO RESPONSE; AND SICK PERSONS WHO HAD COME FROM FAR COUNTRIES WERE LYING THERE. WHEN, THEREFORE, IN THAT TEMPLE NOT EVEN ONE OF THE IDOLS WAS ABLE TO GIVE A RESPONSE, AND WAS OF BENEFIT NEITHER TO THOSE THAT SACRIFICED TO THEM NOR TO THOSE WHO WERE IN THE AGONIES OF DEATH ON THEIR ACCOUNT, THEY WERE COMPELLED TO GO TO ANOTHER CITY, WHERE THERE WAS A TEMPLE OF IDOLS, WHERE THEIR GREAT AND MOST EMINENT GOD WAS CALLED BECHER.  AND HAVING THERE SACRIFICED, THEY DEMANDED, ASKING WHY THEIR GOD ASTARUTH HAD NOT RESPONDED TO THEM.  AND THE DEMON BECHER ANSWERED AND SAID TO THEM:  FROM THE DAY AND HOUR THAT THE TRUE GOD, WHO DWELLETH IN THE HEAVENS, SENT HIS APOSTLE BARTHOLOMEW INTO THE REGIONS HERE, YOUR GOD ASTARUTH IS HELD FAST BY CHAINS OF FIRE, AND CAN NO LONGER EITHER SPEAK OR BREATHE.  THEY SAID TO HIM:  AND WHO IS THIS BARTHOLOMEW?  HE ANSWERED:  HE IS THE FRIEND OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD, AND HAS JUST COME INTO THESE PARTS, THAT HE MAY TAKE AWAY ALL THE WORSHIP OF THE IDOLS IN THE NAME OF HIS GOD.  AND THE SERVANTS OF THE GREEKS SAID TO HIM:  TELL US WHAT HE IS LIKE, THAT WE MAY BE ABLE TO FIND HIM. AND THE DEMON ANSWERED AND SAID:  HE HAS BLACK HAIR, A SHAGGY HEAD, A FAIR SKIN, LARGE EYES, BEAUTIFUL NOSTRILS, HIS EARS HIDDEN BY THE HAIR OF HIS HEAD, WITH A YELLOW BEARD, A FEW GREY HAIRS, OF MIDDLE HEIGHT, AND NEITHER TALL NOR STUNTED, BUT MIDDLING, CLOTHED WITH A WHITE UNDERCLOAK BORDERED WITH PURPLE, AND UPON HIS SHOULDERS A VERY WHITE CLOAK; AND HIS CLOTHES HAVE BEEN WORN TWENTY-SIX YEARS, BUT NEITHER ARE THEY DIRTY, NOR HAVE THEY WAXED OLD.  SEVEN TIMES A DAY HE BENDS THE KNEE TO THE LORD, AND SEVEN TIMES A NIGHT DOES HE PRAY TO GOD.  HIS VOICE IS LIKE THE SOUND OF A STRONG TRUMPET; THERE GO ALONG WITH HIM ANGELS OF GOD, WHO ALLOW HIM NEITHER TO BE WEARY, NOR TO HUNGER, NOR TO THIRST; HIS FACE, AND HIS SOUL, AND HIS HEART ARE ALWAYS GLAD AND REJOICING; HE FORESEES EVERYTHING, HE KNOWS AND SPEAKS EVERY TONGUE OF EVERY NATION.  AND BEHOLD NOW, AS SOON AS YOU ASK ME, AND I ANSWER YOU ABOUT HIM, BEHOLD, HE KNOWS; FOR THE ANGELS OF THE LORD TELL HIM; AND IF YOU WISH TO SEEK HIM, IF HE IS WILLING, HE WILL APPEAR TO YOU; BUT IF HE SHALL NOT BE WILLING, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO FIND HIM.  I ENTREAT YOU, THEREFORE, IF YOU SHALL FIND HIM, ENTREAT HIM NOT TO COME HERE, LEST HIS ANGELS DO TO ME AS THEY HAVE DONE TO MY BROTHER ASTARUTH. AND WHEN THE DEMON HAD SAID THIS, HE HELD HIS PEACE.  AND THEY RETURNED, AND SET TO WORK TO LOOK INTO EVERY FACE OF THE PILGRIMS AND POOR MEN, AND FOR TWO DAYS THEY COULD FIND HIM NOWHERE.  AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT ONE WHO WAS A DEMONIAC SET TO WORK TO CRY OUT:  APOSTLE OF THE LORD, BARTHOLOMEW, THY PRAYERS ARE BURNING ME UP.  THEN SAID THE APOSTLE TO HIM:  HOLD THY PEACE, AND COME OUT OF HIM.  AND THAT VERY HOUR, THE MAN WHO HAD SUFFERED FROM THE DEMON FOR MANY YEARS WAS SET FREE. AND POLYMIUS, THE KING OF THAT COUNTRY, HAPPENED TO BE STANDING OPPOSITE THE APOSTLE; AND HE HAD A DAUGHTER A DEMONIAC, THAT IS TO SAY, A LUNATIC.  AND HE HEARD ABOUT THE DEMONIAC THAT HAD BEEN HEALED, AND SENT MESSENGERS TO THE APOSTLE, SAYING:  MY DAUGHTER IS GRIEVOUSLY TORN; I IMPLORE THEE, THEREFORE, AS THOU HAST DELIVERED HIM WHO SUFFERED FOR MANY YEARS, SO ALSO TO ORDER MY DAUGHTER TO BE SET FREE.  AND THE APOSTLE ROSE UP, AND WENT WITH THEM.  AND HE SEES THE KING’S DAUGHTER BOUND WITH CHAINS, FOR SHE USED TO TEAR IN PIECES ALL HER LIMBS; AND IF ANY ONE CAME NEAR HER, SHE USED TO BITE, AND NO ONE DARED TO COME NEAR HER.  THE SERVANTS SAY TO HIM:  AND WHO IS IT THAT DARES TO TOUCH HER?  THE APOSTLE ANSWERED THEM:  LOOSE HER, AND LET HER GO.  THEY SAY TO HIM AGAIN:  WE HAVE HER IN OUR POWER WHEN SHE IS BOUND WITH ALL OUR FORCE, AND DOST THOU BID US LOOSE HER?  THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THEM:  BEHOLD, I KEEP HER ENEMY BOUND, AND ARE YOU EVEN NOW AFRAID OF HER?  GO AND LOOSE HER; AND WHEN SHE HAS PARTAKEN OF FOOD, LET HER REST, AND EARLY TO-MORROW BRING HER TO ME.  AND THEY WENT AND DID AS THE APOSTLE HAD COMMANDED THEM; AND THEREAFTER THE DEMON WAS NOT ABLE TO COME NEAR HER. THEN THE KING LOADED CAMELS WITH GOLD AND SILVER, PRECIOUS STONES, PEARLS, AND CLOTHING, AND SOUGHT TO SEE THE APOSTLE; AND HAVING MADE MANY EFFORTS, AND NOT FOUND HIM, HE BROUGHT EVERYTHING BACK TO HIS PALACE. AND IT HAPPENED, WHEN THE NIGHT HAD PASSED, AND THE FOLLOWING DAY WAS DAWNING, THE SUN HAVING RISEN, THE APOSTLE APPEARED ALONE WITH THE KING IN HIS BED-CHAMBER, AND SAID TO HIM:  WHY DIDST THOU SEEK ME YESTERDAY THE WHOLE DAY WITH GOLD AND SILVER, AND PRECIOUS STONES, PEARLS, AND RAIMENT?  FOR THESE GIFTS THOSE PERSONS LONG FOR WHO SEEK EARTHLY THINGS; BUT I SEEK NOTHING EARTHLY, NOTHING CARNAL.  WHEREFORE I WISH TO TEACH THEE THAT THE SON OF GOD DEIGNED TO BE BORN AS A MAN OUT OF A VIRGIN’S WOMB.  HE WAS CONCEIVED IN THE WOMB OF THE VIRGIN; HE TOOK TO HIMSELF HER WHO WAS ALWAYS A VIRGIN, HAVING WITHIN HERSELF HIM WHO MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, THE SEA, AND ALL THAT THEREIN IS.  HE, BORN OF A VIRGIN, LIKE MANKIND, TOOK TO HIMSELF A BEGINNING IN TIME, HE WHO HAS A BEGINNING NEITHER OF TIMES NOR DAYS; BUT HE HIMSELF MADE EVERY BEGINNING, AND EVERYTHING CREATED, WHETHER IN THINGS VISIBLE OR INVISIBLE.  AND AS THIS VIRGIN DID NOT KNOW MAN, SO SHE, PRESERVING HER VIRGINITY, VOWED A VOW TO THE LORD GOD.  AND SHE WAS THE FIRST WHO DID SO.  FOR, FROM THE TIME THAT MAN EXISTED FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD, NO WOMAN MADE A VOW OF THIS MODE OF LIFE; BUT SHE, AS SHE WAS THE FIRST AMONG WOMEN WHO LOVED THIS IN HER HEART, SAID, I OFFER TO THEE, O LORD, MY VIRGINITY.  AND, AS I HAVE SAID TO THEE, NONE OF MANKIND DARED TO SPEAK THIS WORD; BUT SHE BEING CALLED FOR THE SALVATION OF MANY, OBSERVED THIS—THAT SHE MIGHT REMAIN A VIRGIN THROUGH THE LOVE OF GOD, PURE AND UNDEFILED.  AND SUDDENLY, WHEN SHE WAS SHUT UP IN HER CHAMBER, THE ARCHANGEL GABRIEL APPEARED, GLEAMING LIKE THE SUN; AND WHEN SHE WAS TERRIFIED AT THE SIGHT, THE ANGEL SAID TO HER, FEAR NOT, MARY; FOR THOU HAST FOUND FAVOUR IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD, AND THOU SHALT CONCEIVE.  AND SHE CAST OFF FEAR, AND STOOD UP, AND SAID, HOW SHALL THIS BE TO ME, SINCE I KNOW NOT MAN?  THE ANGEL ANSWERED HER, THE HOLY GHOST SHALL COME UPON THEE, AND THE POWER OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SHALL OVERSHADOW THEE; WHEREFORE ALSO THAT HOLY THING WHICH IS BORN OF THEE SHALL BE CALLED SON OF GOD. THUS, THEREFORE, WHEN THE ANGEL HAD DEPARTED FROM HER, SHE ESCAPED THE TEMPTATION OF THE DEVIL, WHO DECEIVED THE FIRST MAN WHEN AT REST.  FOR, HAVING TASTED OF THE TREE OF DISOBEDIENCE, WHEN THE WOMAN SAID TO HIM, EAT, HE ATE; AND THUS, THE FIRST MAN WAS CAST OUT OF PARADISE, AND BANISHED TO THIS LIFE.  FROM HIM HAVE BEEN BORN THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE.  THEN THE SON OF GOD HAVING BEEN BORN OF THE VIRGIN, AND HAVING BECOME PERFECT MAN, AND HAVING BEEN BAPTIZED, AND AFTER HIS BAPTISM HAVING FASTED FORTY DAYS, THE TEMPTER CAME AND SAID TO HIM:  IF THOU ART THE SON OF GOD, TELL THESE STONES TO BECOME LOAVES.  AND HE ANSWERED:  NOT ON BREAD ALONE SHALL MAN LIVE, BUT BY EVERY WORD OF GOD. THUS, THEREFORE THE DEVIL, WHO THROUGH EATING HAD CONQUERED THE FIRST MAN, WAS CONQUERED THROUGH THE FASTING OF THE SECOND MAN; AND AS HE THROUGH WANT OF SELF-RESTRAINT HAD CONQUERED THE FIRST MAN, THE SON OF THE VIRGIN EARTH, SO WE SHALL CONQUER THROUGH THE FASTING OF THE SECOND ADAM, THE SON OF THE VIRGIN MARY. THE KING SAYS TO HIM:  AND HOW IS IT THAT THOU SAIDST JUST NOW THAT SHE WAS THE FIRST VIRGIN OF WHOM WAS BORN GOD AND MAN?  AND THE APOSTLE ANSWERED:  I GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD THAT THOU HEAREST ME GLADLY.  THE FIRST MAN, THEN, WAS CALLED ADAM; HE WAS FORMED OUT OF THE EARTH.  AND THE EARTH, HIS MOTHER OUT OF WHICH HE WAS, WAS VIRGIN, BECAUSE IT HAD NEITHER BEEN POLLUTED BY THE BLOOD OF MAN NOR OPENED FOR THE BURIAL OF ANY ONE.  THE EARTH, THEN, WAS LIKE THE VIRGIN, IN ORDER THAT HE WHO CONQUERED THE SON OF THE VIRGIN EARTH MIGHT BE CONQUERED BY THE SON OF THE VIRGIN MARY.  AND, BEHOLD, HE DID CONQUER; FOR HIS WICKED CRAFT, THROUGH THE EATING OF THE TREE BY WHICH MAN, BEING DECEIVED, CAME FORTH FROM PARADISE, KEPT PARADISE SHUT.  THEREAFTER THIS SON OF THE VIRGIN CONQUERED ALL THE CRAFT OF THE DEVIL.  AND HIS CRAFT WAS SUCH, THAT WHEN HE SAW THE SON OF THE VIRGIN FASTING FORTY DAYS, HE KNEW IN TRUTH THAT HE WAS THE TRUE GOD.  THE TRUE GOD AND MAN, THEREFORE, HATH NOT GIVEN HIMSELF OUT TO BE KNOWN, EXCEPT TO THOSE WHO ARE PURE IN HEART, AND WHO SERVE HIM BY GOOD WORKS.  THE DEVIL HIMSELF, THEREFORE, WHEN HE SAW THAT AFTER THE FORTY DAYS, HE WAS AGAIN HUNGRY, WAS DECEIVED INTO THINKING THAT HE WAS NOT GOD, AND SAID TO HIM, WHY HAST THOU BEEN HUNGRY? TELL THESE STONES TO BECOME LOAVES, AND EAT.  AND THE LORD ANSWERED HIM, LISTEN, DEVIL; ALTHOUGH THOU MAYST LORD IT OVER MAN, BECAUSE HE HAS NOT KEPT THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD.  I HAVE FULFILLED THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN HAVING FASTED, AND SHALL DESTROY THY POWER, SO THAT THOU SHALT NO LONGER LORD IT OVER MAN.  AND WHEN HE SAW HIMSELF CONQUERED, HE AGAIN TAKES JESUS TO AN EXCEEDING HIGH MOUNTAIN, AND SHOWS HIM ALL THE KINGDOMS OF THE WORLD, AND SAYS, ALL THESE WILL I GIVE THEE, IF THOU WILT FALL DOWN AND WORSHIP ME.  THE LORD SAYS TO HIM, GET THEE BEHIND ME, SATAN; FOR IT IS WRITTEN, THOU SHALT WORSHIP THE LORD THY GOD, AND HIM ONLY SHALT THOU SERVE.  AND THERE WAS A THIRD TEMPTATION FOR THE LORD; FOR HE TAKES HIM UP TO THE PINNACLE OF THE TEMPLE, AND SAYS, IF THOU ART THE SON OF GOD, CAST THYSELF DOWN.  THE LORD SAYS TO HIM, THOU SHALT NOT TEMPT THE LORD THY GOD.  AND THE DEVIL DISAPPEARED.  AND HE INDEED THAT ONCE CONQUERED ADAM, THE SON OF THE VIRGIN EARTH, WAS THRICE CONQUERED BY CHRIST, THE SON OF THE VIRGIN MARY. AND WHEN THE LORD HAD CONQUERED THE TYRANT, HE SENT HIS APOSTLES INTO ALL THE WORLD, THAT HE MIGHT REDEEM HIS PEOPLE FROM THE DECEPTION OF THE DEVIL; AND ONE OF THESE I AM, AN APOSTLE OF CHRIST.  ON THIS ACCOUNT WE SEEK NOT AFTER GOLD AND SILVER, BUT RATHER DESPISE THEM, BECAUSE WE LABOUR TO BE RICH IN THAT PLACE WHERE THE KINGDOM OF HIM ALONE ENDURETH FOR EVER, WHERE NEITHER TROUBLE, NOR GRIEF, NOR GROANING, NOR DEATH, HAS PLACE; WHERE THERE IS ETERNAL BLESSEDNESS, AND INEFFABLE JOY, AND EVERLASTING EXULTATION, AND PERPETUAL REPOSE.  WHEREFORE ALSO THE DEMON SITTING IN YOUR TEMPLE, WHO MAKES RESPONSES TO YOU, IS KEPT IN CHAINS THROUGH THE ANGEL OF THE LORD WHO HAS SENT ME.  BECAUSE IF THOU SHALT BE BAPTIZED, AND WISHEST THYSELF TO BE ENLIGHTENED, I WILL MAKE THEE BEHOLD HIM, AND LEARN FROM HOW GREAT EVILS THOU HAST BEEN REDEEMED.  AT THE SAME TIME HEAR ALSO BY WHAT MEANS HE INJURES ALL THOSE WHO ARE LYING SICK IN THE TEMPLE.  THE DEVIL HIMSELF BY HIS OWN ART CAUSES THE MEN TO BE SICK, AND AGAIN TO BE HEALED, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY THE MORE BELIEVE IN THE IDOLS, AND IN ORDER THAT HE MAY HAVE PLACE THE MORE IN THEIR SOULS, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY SAY TO THE STOCK AND THE STONE, THOU ART OUR GOD. BUT THAT DEMON WHO DWELLS IN THE IDOL IS HELD IN SUBJECTION, CONQUERED BY ME, AND IS ABLE TO GIVE NO RESPONSE TO THOSE WHO SACRIFICE AND PRAY THERE.  AND IF THOU WISHEST TO PROVE THAT IT IS SO, I ORDER HIM TO RETURN INTO THE IDOL, AND I WILL MAKE HIM CONFESS WITH HIS OWN MOUTH THAT HE IS BOUND, AND ABLE TO GIVE NO RESPONSE. THE KING SAYS TO HIM:  TO-MORROW, AT THE FIRST HOUR OF THE DAY, THE PRIESTS ARE READY TO SACRIFICE IN THE TEMPLE, AND I SHALL COME THERE, AND SHALL BE ABLE TO SEE THIS WONDERFUL WORK. AND IT CAME TO PASS ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, AS THEY WERE SACRIFICING, THE DEVIL BEGAN TO CRY OUT:  REFRAIN, YE WRETCHED ONES, FROM SACRIFICING TO ME, LEST YE SUFFER WORSE FOR MY SAKE; BECAUSE I AM BOUND IN FIERY CHAINS, AND KEPT IN SUBJECTION BY AN ANGEL OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, WHOM THE JEWS CRUCIFIED:  FOR, BEING AFRAID OF HIM, THEY CONDEMNED HIM TO DEATH.  AND HE PUT TO DEATH DEATH HIMSELF, OUR KING, AND HE BOUND OUR PRINCE IN CHAINS OF FIRE; AND ON THE THIRD DAY, HAVING CONQUERED DEATH AND THE DEVIL, ROSE IN GLORY, AND GAVE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS TO HIS APOSTLES, AND SENT THEM OUT INTO THE FOUR QUARTERS OF THE WORLD; AND ONE OF THEM IS HERE JUST NOW, WHO HAS BOUND ME, AND KEEPS ME IN SUBJECTION. I IMPLORE YOU, THEREFORE, SUPPLICATE HIM ON MY ACCOUNT, THAT HE MAY SET ME FREE TO GO INTO OTHER HABITATIONS. THEN THE APOSTLE ANSWERED:  CONFESS, UNCLEAN DEMON, WHO IS IT THAT HAS INJURED ALL THOSE THAT ARE LYING HERE FROM HEAVY DISEASES?  THE DEMON ANSWERED:  THE DEVIL, OUR RULER, HE WHO IS BOUND, HE SENDS US AGAINST MEN, THAT, HAVING FIRST INJURED THEIR BODIES, WE MAY THUS ALSO MAKE AN ASSAULT UPON THEIR SOULS WHEN THEY SACRIFICE TO US.  FOR THEN WE HAVE COMPLETE POWER OVER THEM, WHEN THEY BELIEVE IN US AND SACRIFICE TO US.  AND WHEN, ON ACCOUNT OF THE MISCHIEF DONE TO THEM, WE RETIRE, WE APPEAR CURING THEM, AND ARE WORSHIPPED BY THEM AS GODS; BUT IN TRUTH WE ARE DEMONS, AND THE SERVANTS OF HIM WHO WAS CRUCIFIED, THE SON OF THE VIRGIN, HAVE BOUND US.  FOR FROM THAT DAY ON WHICH THE APOSTLE BARTHOLOMEW CAME I AM PUNISHED, KEPT BOUND IN CHAINS OF FIRE.  AND FOR THIS REASON, I SPEAK, BECAUSE HE HAS COMMANDED ME.  AT THE SAME TIME, I DARE NOT UTTER MORE WHEN THE APOSTLE IS PRESENT, NEITHER I NOR OUR RULERS. THE APOSTLE SAYS TO HIM:  WHY DOST THOU NOT SAVE ALL THAT HAVE COME TO THEE?  THE DEMON SAYS TO HIM:  WHEN WE INJURE THEIR BODIES, UNLESS WE FIRST INJURE THEIR SOULS, WE DO NOT LET THEIR BODIES GO.  THE APOSTLE SAYS TO HIM:  AND HOW DO YOU INJURE THEIR SOULS?  THE DEMON ANSWERED HIM:  WHEN THEY BELIEVE THAT WE ARE GODS, AND SACRIFICE TO US, GOD WITHDRAWS FROM THOSE WHO SACRIFICE, AND WE DO NOT TAKE AWAY THE SUFFERINGS OF THEIR BODIES, BUT RETIRE INTO THEIR SOULS. THEN THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE PEOPLE:  BEHOLD, THE GOD WHOM YOU THOUGHT TO CURE YOU, DOES THE MORE MISCHIEF TO YOUR SOULS AND BODIES.  HEAR EVEN NOW YOUR [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WHO DWELLS IN THE HEAVENS, AND DO NOT BELIEVE IN LIFELESS STONES AND STOCKS.  AND IF YOU WISH THAT I SHOULD PRAY FOR YOU, AND THAT ALL THESE MAY RECEIVE HEALTH, TAKE DOWN THIS IDOL, AND BREAK IT TO PIECES; AND WHEN YOU HAVE DONE THIS, I WILL SANCTIFY THIS TEMPLE IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST; AND HAVING BAPTIZED ALL OF YOU WHO ARE IN IT IN THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD, AND SANCTIFIED YOU, I WILL SAVE ALL. THEN THE KING GAVE ORDERS, AND ALL THE PEOPLE BROUGHT ROPES AND CROWBARS, AND WERE NOT AT ALL ABLE TO TAKE DOWN THE IDOL.  THEN THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THEM:  UNFASTEN THE ROPES.  AND WHEN THEY HAD UNFASTENED THEM, HE SAID TO THE DEMON DWELLING IN IT:  IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, COME OUT OF THIS IDOL, AND GO INTO A DESERT PLACE, WHERE NEITHER WINGED CREATURE UTTERS A CRY, NOR VOICE OF MAN HAS EVER BEEN HEARD.  AND STRAIGHTWAY HE AROSE AT THE WORD OF THE APOSTLE, AND LIFTED IT UP FROM ITS FOUNDATIONS; AND IN THAT SAME HOUR ALL THE IDOLS THAT WERE IN THAT PLACE WERE BROKEN TO PIECES. THEN ALL CRIED OUT WITH ONE VOICE, SAYING:  HE ALONE IS GOD ALMIGHTY WHOM BARTHOLOMEW THE APOSTLE PROCLAIMS.  THEN THE HOLY BARTHOLOMEW, HAVING SPREAD FORTH HIS HANDS TO HEAVEN, SAID:  GOD OF ABRAHAM, GOD OF ISAAC, GOD OF JACOB, WHO FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN HAST SENT FORTH THINE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT REDEEM BY HIS OWN BLOOD ALL OF US ENSLAVED BY SIN, AND DECLARE US TO BE THY SONS, THAT WE MAY KNOW THEE, THE TRUE GOD, THAT THOU EXISTEST ALWAYS TO ETERNITY GOD WITHOUT END: ONE GOD, THE FATHER [STEPHEN], ACKNOWLEDGED IN SON AND HOLY SPIRIT; ONE GOD, THE SON, GLORIFIED IN FATHER [STEPHEN] AND HOLY SPIRIT; ONE GOD, THE HOLY SPIRIT, WORSHIPPED IN FATHER [STEPHEN] AND SON; AND ACKNOWLEDGED TO BE TRULY ONE, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] UNBEGOTTEN, THE SON BEGOTTEN, THE HOLY SPIRIT PROCEEDING; AND IN THEE THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND IN THE HOLY SPIRIT, THINE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IS, IN WHOSE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THOU HAST GIVEN US POWER TO HEAL THE SICK, TO CURE PARALYTICS, TO EXPEL DEMONS, AND RAISE THE DEAD:  FOR HE SAID TO US, VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT WHATEVER YE SHALL ASK IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] YE SHALL RECEIVE. I ENTREAT, THEN, THAT IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ALL THIS MULTITUDE MAY BE SAVED, THAT ALL MAY KNOW THAT THOU ALONE ART GOD IN HEAVEN, AND IN THE EARTH, AND IN THE SEA, WHO SEEKEST THE SALVATION OF MEN THROUGH THAT SAME JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, WITH WHOM THOU LIVEST AND REIGNEST IN UNITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR EVER AND EVER. AND WHEN ALL RESPONDED TO THE AMEN, SUDDENLY THERE APPEARED AN ANGEL OF THE LORD, SHINING BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN, WINGED, AND OTHER FOUR ANGELS HOLDING UP THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE TEMPLE; AND WITH HIS FINGER THE ONE SEALED THE TEMPLE AND THE PEOPLE, AND SAID:  THUS SAITH THE LORD WHO HATH SENT ME, AS YOU HAVE ALL BEEN PURIFIED FROM ALL YOUR INFIRMITY, SO ALSO THIS TEMPLE SHALL BE PURIFIED FROM ALL UNCLEANNESS, AND FROM THE DEMONS DWELLING IN IT, WHOM THE APOSTLE OF GOD HAS ORDERED TO GO INTO A DESERT PLACE; FOR SO HATH GOD COMMANDED ME, THAT I MAY MANIFEST HIM TO YOU.  AND WHEN YE BEHOLD HIM, FEAR NOTHING; BUT WHEN I MAKE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, SO ALSO DO YE WITH YOUR FINGER SEAL YOUR FACES, AND THESE EVIL THINGS WILL FLEE FROM YOU.  THEN HE SHOWED THEM THE DEMON WHO DWELT IN THE TEMPLE, LIKE AN ETHIOPIAN, BLACK AS SOOT; HIS FACE SHARP LIKE A DOG’S, THIN-CHEEKED, WITH HAIR DOWN TO HIS FEET, EYES LIKE FIRE, SPARKS COMING OUT OF HIS MOUTH; AND OUT OF HIS NOSTRILS CAME FORTH SMOKE LIKE SULPHUR, WITH WINGS SPINED LIKE A PORCUPINE; AND HIS HANDS WERE BOUND WITH FIERY CHAINS, AND HE WAS FIRMLY KEPT IN.  AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SAID TO HIM:  AS ALSO THE APOSTLE HATH COMMANDED, I LET THEE GO; GO WHERE VOICE OF MAN IS NOT HEARD, AND BE THERE UNTIL THE GREAT DAY OF JUDGMENT.  AND WHEN HE LET HIM GO, HE FLEW AWAY, GROANING AND WEEPING, AND DISAPPEARED.  AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD WENT UP INTO HEAVEN IN THE SIGHT OF ALL. THEN THE KING, AND ALSO THE QUEEN, WITH THEIR TWO SONS, AND WITH ALL HIS PEOPLE, AND WITH ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE CITY, AND EVERY CITY ROUND ABOUT, AND COUNTRY, AND WHATEVER LAND HIS KINGDOM RULED OVER, WERE SAVED, AND BELIEVED, AND WERE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE SON [JESUS], AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN]. AND THE KING LAID ASIDE HIS DIADEM, AND FOLLOWED BARTHOLOMEW THE APOSTLE OF CHRIST. AND AFTER THESE THINGS THE UNBELIEVERS OF THE GREEKS, HAVING COME TOGETHER TO ASTREGES THE KING, WHO WAS THE ELDER BROTHER OF THE KING WHO HAD BEEN BAPTIZED, SAY TO HIM: O KING, THY BROTHER POLYMIUS HAS BECOME DISCIPLE TO A CERTAIN MAGICIAN, WHO HAS TAKEN DOWN OUR TEMPLES, AND BROKEN OUR GODS TO PIECES.  AND WHILE THEY WERE THUS SPEAKING AND WEEPING, BEHOLD, AGAIN THERE CAME ALSO SOME OTHERS FROM THE CITIES ROUND ABOUT, BOTH PRIESTS AND PEOPLE; AND THEY SET ABOUT WEEPING AND MAKING ACCUSATIONS BEFORE THE KING.  THEN KING ASTREGES IN A RAGE SENT A THOUSAND, ARMED MEN ALONG WITH THOSE PRIESTS, IN ORDER THAT, WHEREVER THEY SHOULD FIND THE APOSTLE, THEY MIGHT BRING HIM TO HIM BOUND.  AND WHEN THEY HAD DONE SO, AND FOUND HIM, AND BROUGHT HIM, HE SAYS TO HIM:  ART THOU HE WHO HAS PERVERTED MY BROTHER FROM THE GODS?  TO WHOM THE APOSTLE ANSWERED:  I HAVE NOT PERVERTED HIM, BUT HAVE CONVERTED HIM TO GOD.  THE KING SAYS TO HIM:  ART THOU HE WHO CAUSED OUR GODS TO BE BROKEN IN PIECES?  THE APOSTLE SAYS TO HIM:  I GAVE POWER TO THE DEMONS WHO WERE IN THEM, AND THEY BROKE IN PIECES THE DUMB AND SENSELESS IDOLS, THAT ALL MEN MIGHT BELIEVE IN GOD ALMIGHTY, WHO DWELLETH IN THE HEAVENS.  THE KING SAYS TO HIM:  AS THOU HAST MADE MY BROTHER DENY HIS GODS, AND BELIEVE IN THY GOD, SO I ALSO WILL MAKE YOU REJECT THY GOD AND BELIEVE IN MY GODS.  THE APOSTLE SAYS TO HIM:  IF I HAVE BOUND AND KEPT IN SUBJECTION THE GOD WHICH THY BROTHER WORSHIPPED, AND AT MY ORDER THE IDOLS WERE BROKEN IN PIECES, IF THOU ALSO ART ABLE TO DO THE SAME TO MY GOD, THOU CANST PERSUADE ME ALSO TO SACRIFICE TO THY GODS; BUT IF THOU CANST DO NOTHING TO MY GOD, I WILL BREAK ALL THY GODS IN PIECES; BUT DO THOU BELIEVE IN MY GOD. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN, THE KING WAS INFORMED THAT THIS GOD BALDAD AND ALL THE OTHER IDOLS HAD FALLEN DOWN, AND WERE BROKEN IN PIECES.  THEN THE KING RENT THE PURPLE IN WHICH HE WAS CLOTHED, AND ORDERED THE HOLY APOSTLE BARTHOLOMEW TO BE BEATEN WITH RODS; AND AFTER HAVING BEEN THUS SCOURGED, TO BE BEHEADED. AND INNUMERABLE MULTITUDES CAME FROM ALL THE CITIES, TO THE NUMBER OF TWELVE THOUSAND, WHO HAD BELIEVED IN HIM ALONG WITH THE KING; AND THEY TOOK UP THE REMAINS OF THE APOSTLE WITH SINGING OF PRAISE AND WITH ALL GLORY, AND THEY LAID THEM IN THE ROYAL TOMB, AND GLORIFIED GOD.  AND THE KING ASTREGES HAVING HEARD OF THIS, ORDERED HIM TO BE THROWN INTO THE SEA; AND HIS REMAINS WERE CARRIED INTO THE ISLAND OF LIPARIS. AND IT CAME TO PASS ON THE THIRTIETH DAY AFTER THE APOSTLE WAS CARRIED AWAY, THAT THE KING ASTREGES WAS OVERPOWERED BY A DEMON AND MISERABLY STRANGLED; AND ALL THE PRIESTS WERE STRANGLED BY DEMONS, AND PERISHED ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR RISING AGAINST THE APOSTLE, AND THUS DIED BY AN EVIL FATE. AND THERE WAS GREAT FEAR AND TREMBLING, AND ALL CAME TO THE LORD, AND WERE BAPTIZED BY THE PRESBYTERS WHO HAD BEEN ORDAINED BY THE HOLY APOSTLE BARTHOLOMEW.  AND ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF THE APOSTLE, ALL THE CLERGY OF THE PEOPLE MADE KING POLYMIUS BISHOP; AND IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HE RECEIVED THE GRACE OF HEALING, AND BEGAN TO DO SIGNS.  AND HE REMAINED IN THE BISHOPRIC TWENTY YEARS; AND HAVING PROSPERED IN ALL THINGS, AND GOVERNED THE CHURCH WELL, AND GUIDED IT IN RIGHT OPINIONS, HE FELL ASLEEP IN PEACE, AND WENT TO THE LORD:  TO WHOM BE GLORY AND STRENGTH FOR EVER AND EVER.  AMEN.
THE BOOK OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST BY BARTHOLOMEW THE APOSTLE
'DO NOT LET THIS BOOK COME INTO THE HAND OF ANY MAN WHO IS AN UNBELIEVER AND A HERETIC. BEHOLD THIS IS THE SEVENTH TIME THAT I HAVE COMMANDED THEE, O MY SON THADDAEUS, CONCERNING THESE MYSTERIES. REVEAL NOT THOU THEM TO ANY IMPURE MAN, BUT KEEP THEM SAFELY. ' WE SEE THAT THE BOOK WAS ADDRESSED BY BARTHOLOMEW TO HIS SON THADDAEUS, AND THIS WOULD NO DOUBT HAVE BEEN THE SUBJECT OF SOME OF THE OPENING LINES OF THE NEXT WE MAY PLACE THE TWO FRAGMENTS, ONE ABOUT THE CHILD OF JOSEPH OF ARIMATHAEA, THE OTHER ABOUT THE COCK RAISED TO LIFE, WHICH HAVE BEEN ALREADY DESCRIBED AS NOS. 7 AND 8 OF THE COPTIC NARRATIVES OF THE PASSION (PP. 149, 150). THE ORDER IS UNCERTAIN. THEN WE HAVE A PIECE WHICH IN REVILLOUT IS NO. 12 (P. 165), IN LACAUNO. 3 (P. 34). LACAU GIVES IT PARTLY IN TWO RECESSIONS. CHRIST IS ON THE CROSS, BUT HIS SIDE HAS BEEN PIERCED, AND HE IS DEAD. A MAN IN THE CROWD NAMED ANANIAS, OF BETHLEHEM, RUSHES TO THE CROSS AND EMBRACES AND SALUTES THE BODY BREAST TO BREAST, HAND TO HAND, AND DENOUNCES THE JEWS. A VOICE COMES FROM THE BODY OF JESUS AND BLESSES ANANIAS, PROMISING HIM [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION AND THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF 'THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE IMMORTAL FRUIT '. THE PRIESTS DECIDE TO STONE ANANIAS: HE UTTERS WORDS OF EXULTATION. THE STONING PRODUCES NO EFFECT. THEY CAST HIM INTO A FURNACE WHERE HE REMAINS TILL JESUS HAS RISEN. AT LAST THEY PIERCE HIM WITH A SPEAR. THE SAVIOUR TAKES HIS SOUL TO HEAVEN, AND BLESSES HIM. THERE CAN BE BUT LITTLE MATTER LOST BETWEEN THIS AND THE OPENING OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM MS., IN THE FIRST LINES OF WHICH THE TAKING OF ANANIAS' SOUL TO HEAVEN IS MENTIONED. WE NOW TAKE UP THE BRITISH MUSEUM MS. AS OUR BASIS. CERTAIN PASSAGES OF IT ARE PRESERVED IN PARIS FRAGMENTS WHICH PARTLY OVERLAP EACH OTHER, AND SO THREE DIFFERENT TEXTS EXIST FOR SOME PARTS: BUT IT WILL NOT BE IMPORTANT FOR OUR PURPOSE TO NOTE MANY OF THE VARIATIONS. JOSEPH OF ARIMATHAEA BURIED THE BODY OF JESUS. DEATH CAME INTO AMENTE (THE UNDERWORLD), ASKING WHO THE NEW ARRIVAL WAS, FOR HE DETECTED A DISTURBANCE. HE CAME TO THE TOMB OF JESUS WITH HIS SIX SONS IN THE FORM OF SERPENTS. JESUS LAY THERE (IT WAS THE SECOND DAY, THE SATURDAY) WITH HIS FACE AND HEAD COVERED WITH NAPKINS. DEATH ADDRESSED HIS SON THE PESTILENCE, AND DESCRIBED THE COMMOTION WHICH HAD TAKEN PLACE IN HIS DOMAIN. THEN HE SPOKE TO THE BODY OF JESUS AND ASKED, 'WHO ART THOU?' JESUS REMOVED THE NAPKIN THAT WAS ON HIS FACE AND LOOKED IN THE FACE OF DEATH AND LAUGHED AT HIM. DEATH AND HIS SONS FLED. THEN THEY APPROACHED AGAIN, AND THE SAME THING HAPPENED. HE ADDRESSED JESUS AGAIN AT SOME LENGTH, SUSPECTING, BUT NOT CERTAIN, WHO HE WAS. THEN JESUS ROSE AND MOUNTED INTO THE CHARIOT OF THE CHERUBIM. HE WROUGHT HAVOC IN HELL, BREAKING THE DOORS, BINDING THE DEMONS, BELIAR [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND MELKIR (CF. MELKIRA IN THE ASCENSION OF ISAIAH), AND DELIVERED ADAM AND THE HOLY SOULS. THEN HE TURNED TO JUDAS ISCARIOT AND UTTERED A LONG REBUKE, AND DESCRIBED THE SUFFERINGS WHICH HE MUST ENDURE. THIRTY NAMES OF [SEXUAL] SINS ARE GIVEN, WHICH ARE THE SNAKES WHICH WERE SENT TO DEVOUR HIM. JESUS ROSE FROM THE DEAD, AND ABBATON (DEATH) AND PESTILENCE CAME BACK TO AMENTE TO PROTECT IT, BUT THEY FOUND IT WHOLLY DESOLATE, ONLY THREE SOULS WERE LEFT IN IT (THOSE OF HEROD, CAIN, AND JUDAS, SAYS THE PARIS MS.). MEANWHILE THE ANGELS WERE SINGING THE HYMN WHICH THE SERAPHIM SING AT DAWN ON THE LORD'S DAY [SUNDAY] OVER HIS BODY AND HIS BLOOD. EARLY IN THE MORNING OF THE LORD'S DAY [SUNDAY] THE WOMEN WENT TO THE TOMB. THEY WERE MARY MAGDALENE, MARY THE MOTHER OF JAMES WHOM JESUS DELIVERED OUT OF THE HAND OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], SALOME WHO TEMPTED HIM, MARY WHO MINISTERED TO HIM AND MARTHA HER SISTER, JOANNA (SUSANNA) THE WIFE OF CHUZA WHO HAD RENOUNCED THE MARRIAGE BED, BERENICE WHO WAS HEALED OF AN ISSUE OF BLOOD IN CAPERNAUM, LIA (LEAH) THE WIDOW WHOSE SON HE RAISED AT NAIN, AND THE WOMAN TO WHOM HE SAID, 'THY [NON-SEXUAL] SINS WHICH ARE MANY ARE FORGIVEN THEE'. THESE WERE ALL IN THE GARDEN OF PHILOGENES, WHOSE SON SIMEON JESUS HEALED WHEN HE CAME DOWN FROM THE MOUNT OF OLIVES WITH THE APOSTLES (PROBABLY THE LUNATIC BOY AT THE MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION). MARY SAID TO PHILOGENES: IF THOU ART INDEED HE, I KNOW THEE. PHILOGENES SAID: THOU ART MARY THE MOTHER OF THALKAMARIMATH, WHICH MEANS JOY, BLESSING, AND GLADNESS. MARY SAID: IF THOU HAVE BORNE HIM AWAY, TELL ME WHERE THOU HAST LAID HIM AND I WILL TAKE HIM AWAY: FEAR NOT. PHILOGENES TOLD HOW THE JEWS SOUGHT A SAFE TOMB FOR JESUS THAT THE BODY MIGHT NOT BE STOLEN, AND HE OFFERED TO PLACE IT IN A TOMB IN HIS OWN GARDEN AND WATCH OVER IT: AND THEY SEALED IT AND DEPARTED. AT MIDNIGHT HE ROSE AND WENT OUT AND FOUND ALL THE ORDERS OF ANGELS: CHERUBIM SERAPHIM, POWERS, AND VIRGINS. HEAVEN OPENED, AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] RAISED JESUS. PETER, TOO, WAS THERE AND SUPPORTED PHILOGENES, OR HE WOULD HAVE DIED. THE SAVIOUR THEN APPEARED TO THEM ON THE [SEXLESS] CHARIOT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND SAID TO MARY: MARI KHAR MARIATH (MARY THE MOTHER OF THE SON OF GOD). MARY ANSWERED: RABBOUNI KATHIATHARI MIOTH (THE SON OF GOD THE ALMIGHTY, MY LORD, AND MY SON.). A LONG ADDRESS TO MARY FROM JESUS FOLLOWS, IN THE COURSE OF WHICH HE BIDS HER TELL HIS BRETHREN, 'I ASCEND UNTO MY FATHER [STEPHEN] AND YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN]', MARY SAYS: IF INDEED I AM NOT PERMITTED TO TOUCH THEE, AT LEAST BLESS MY BODY IN WHICH THOU DIDST DEIGN TO DWELL. BELIEVE ME, MY BRETHREN THE HOLY APOSTLES, I, BARTHOLOMEW BEHELD THE SON OF GOD ON THE CHARIOT OF THE CHERUBIM. ALL THE HEAVENLY HOSTS WERE ABOUT HIM. HE BLESSED THE BODY OF MARY. SHE WENT AND GAVE THE MESSAGE TO THE APOSTLES, AND PETER BLESSED HER, AND THEY REJOICED. JESUS AND THE REDEEMED SOULS ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] CROWNED HIM. THE GLORY OF THIS SCENE BARTHOLOMEW COULD NOT DESCRIBE. IT IS HERE THAT HE ENJOINS HIS SON THADDAEUS NOT TO LET THIS BOOK FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE IMPURE (QUOTED ABOVE). THEN FOLLOWS A SERIES OF HYMNS SUNG IN HEAVEN, EIGHT IN ALL, WHICH ACCOMPANY THE RECEPTION OF ADAM AND THE OTHER HOLY SOULS INTO GLORY. ADAM [THE GIANT] WAS EIGHTY CUBITS HIGH [113 FEET BY 17 INCHES, 120 FEET BY 18 INCHES, 147 FEET BY 22 INCHES] AND EVE [THE GIANT] FIFTY [71 FEET BY 17 INCHES, 75 FEET BY 18 INCHES, 92 FEET BY 22 INCHES]. THEY WERE BROUGHT TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] BY MICHAEL. BARTHOLOMEW HAD NEVER SEEN ANYTHING TO COMPARE WITH THE [SEXLESS] BEAUTY AND GLORY OF ADAM, SAVE THAT OF JESUS. ADAM WAS FORGIVEN, AND ALL THE ANGELS AND SAINTS REJOICED AND SALUTED HIM, AND DEPARTED EACH TO THEIR PLACE. ADAM WAS SET AT THE GATE OF LIFE TO GREET ALL THE [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUS AS THEY ENTER, AND EVE WAS SET OVER ALL THE WOMEN WHO HAD DONE THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD, TO GREET THEM AS THEY COME INTO THE CITY OF CHRIST. AS FOR ME, BARTHOLOMEW, I REMAINED MANY DAYS WITHOUT FOOD OR DRINK, NOURISHED BY THE GLORY OF THE VISION. THE APOSTLES THANKED AND BLESSED BARTHOLOMEW FOR WHAT HE HAD TOLD THEM: HE SHOULD BE CALLED THE APOSTLE OF THE MYSTERIES OF GOD. BUT HE PROTESTED: I AM THE LEAST OF YOU ALL, A HUMBLE WORKMAN. WILL NOT THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY SAY WHEN THEY SEE ME, 'IS NOT THIS BARTHOLOMEW THE MAN OF ITALY, THE GARDENER THE DEALER IN VEGETABLES? IS NOT THIS THE MAN THAT DWELLETH IN THE GARDEN OF HIEROCRATES THE GOVERNOR OF OUR CITY? HOW HAS HE ATTAINED THIS GREATNESS? 'THE NEXT WORDS INTRODUCE A NEW SECTION. AT THE TIME WHEN JESUS TOOK US UP INTO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, HE SPOKE TO US IN AN UNKNOWN TONGUE, WHICH HE REVEALED TO US, SAYING: ANETHARATH (OR ATHARATH THAURATH). THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED [ACTS 7:37-38, 55-56] AND WE ALL WENT UP INTO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN (SO THE LONDON MS.: IN THE PARIS COPY ONLY JESUS WENT UP, AND THE APOSTLES GAZED AFTER HIM). HE PRAYED THE FATHER TO BLESS US. THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WITH THE SON [JESUS] AND THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN], LAID HIS HAND ON THE HEAD OF PETER (AND MADE HIM ARCHBISHOP OF THE WHOLE WORLD: PARIS B). ALL THAT IS BOUND OR LOOSED BY HIM ON EARTH SHALL BE SO IN HEAVEN, NONE WHO IS NOT ORDAINED BY HIM SHALL BE ACCEPTED. EACH OF THE APOSTLES WAS SEPARATELY BLESSED (THERE ARE OMISSIONS OF SINGLE NAMES IN ONE OR OTHER OF THE THREE TEXTS). ANDREW, JAMES, JOHN, PHILIP (THE CROSS WILL PRECEDE HIM WHEREVER HE GOES), THOMAS, BARTHOLOMEW (HE WILL BE THE DEPOSITARY OF THE MYSTERIES OF THE SON), MATTHEW (HIS SHADOW WILL HEAL THE SICK) JAMES SON OF ALPHAEUS, SIMON ZELOTES, JUDAS OF JAMES, THADDEUS, MATTHIAS WHO WAS RICH AND LEFT ALL TO FOLLOW JESUS). AND NOW, MY BRETHREN THE APOSTLES, FORGIVE ME: I, BARTHOLOMEW, AM NOT A MAN TO BE HONOURED. THE APOSTLES KISSED AND BLESSED HIM. AND THEN, WITH MARY, THEY OFFERED THE EUCHARIST. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SENT THE SON [JESUS] DOWN INTO GALILEE TO CONSOLE THE APOSTLES AND MARY: AND HE CAME AND BLESSED THEM AND SHOWED THEM HIS WOUNDS, AND COMMITTED THEM TO THE CARE OF PETER, AND GAVE THEM THEIR COMMISSION TO PREACH. THEY KISSED HIS SIDE AND SEALED THEMSELVES WITH THE BLOOD THAT FLOWED THENCE. HE WENT UP TO HEAVEN. THOMAS WAS NOT WITH THEM, FOR HE HAD DEPARTED TO HIS CITY, HEARING THAT HIS SON SIOPHANES (THEOPHANES?) WAS DEAD: IT WAS THE SEVENTH DAY SINCE THE DEATH WHEN HE ARRIVED. HE WENT TO THE TOMB AND RAISED HIM IN THE NAME OF JESUS [STEPHEN]. SIOPHANES TOLD HIM OF THE TAKING OF HIS SOUL BY MICHAEL: HOW IT SPRANG FROM HIS BODY AND LIGHTED ON THE HAND OF MICHAEL, WHO WRAPPED IT IN A FINE LINEN CLOTH: HOW HE CROSSED THE RIVER OF FIRE AND IT SEEMED TO HIM AS WATER, AND WAS WASHED THRICE IN THE ACHERUSIAN LAKE: HOW IN HEAVEN HE SAW THE TWELVE SPLENDID THRONES OF THE APOSTLES, AND WAS NOT PERMITTED TO SIT ON HIS FATHER'S [STEPHEN] THRONE [REVELATION 4:1-5:14]. THOMAS AND HE WENT INTO THE CITY TO THE CONSTERNATION OF ALL WHO SAW THEM. HE, SIOPHANES, ADDRESSED THE PEOPLE AND TOLD HIS STORY: AND THOMAS BAPTIZED 12,000 OF THEM, FOUNDED A CHURCH, AND MADE SIOPHANES ITS BISHOP. THEN THOMAS MOUNTED ON A CLOUD AND IT TOOK HIM TO THE MOLMTOF OLIVES AND TO THE APOSTLES, WHO TOLD HIM OF THE VISIT OF JESUS: AND HE WOULD NOT BELIEVE. BARTHOLOMEW ADMONISHED HIM. THEN JESUS APPEARED, AND MADE THOMAS TOUCH HIS WOUNDS: AND DEPARTED INTO HEAVEN. THIS IS THE SECOND TIME THAT HE SHOWED HIMSELF TO HIS DISCIPLES AFTER THAT HE HAD RISEN FROM THE DEAD. THIS IS THE BOOK OF THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS THE CHRIST, OUR LORD, IN JOY AND GLADNESS. IN PEACE. AMEN. PETER SAID TO THE APOSTLES: LET US OFFER THE OFFERING BEFORE WE SEPARATE. THEY PREPARED THE BREAD, THE CUP, AND INCENSE. PETER STOOD BY THE SACRIFICE AND THE OTHERS ROUND THE TABLE. THEY WAITED (BREAK IN THE TEXT: BUDGE AND OTHERS SUPPOSE AN APPEARANCE OF CHRIST, BUT I DO NOT THINK THIS IS CORRECT: 4 1/2 LINES ARE GONE THEN THERE ARE BROKEN WORDS): TABLE…THEIR HEARTS REJOICED… [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED THE SON OF GOD. HE TOOK HIS SEAT…HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] (PROBABLY, WHO SITTETH AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]). HIS BODY WAS ON THE TABLE ABOUT WHICH THEY WERE ASSEMBLED, AND THEY DIVIDED IT. THEY SAW THE BLOOD OF JESUS POURING OUT AS LIVING BLOOD DOWN INTO THE CUP. PETER SAID: GOD HATH [SEXLESSLY] LOVED US MORE THAN ALL, IN LETTING US SEE THESE GREAT HONOURS: AND OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HATH ALLOWED US TO BEHOLD AND HATH REVEALED TO US THE GLORY OF HIS BODY AND HIS DIVINE BLOOD. THEY PARTOOK OF THE BODY AND BLOOD-AND THEN THEY SEPARATED AND PREACHED THE WORD. (WHAT IS CLEARLY INDICATED IS A CHANGE IN THE ELEMENTS: THERE IS NOT ROOM FOR A DESCRIPTION OF AN APPEARANCE OF JESUS: HE SAYS NO WORD, AND HIS DEPARTURE IS NOT MENTIONED.) THIS WRITING MAY BE BETTER DESCRIBED AS A RHAPSODY THAN A NARRATIVE. IT BRISTLES WITH CONTRADICTIONS OF ITSELF: JOSEPH AND PHILOGENES BOTH BURY JESUS, THOMAS RAISES THE DEAD AND WILL NOT BELIEVE IN CHRIST'S RESURRECTION: AND SO FORTH. THAT MARY THE MOTHER OF JESUS IS IDENTIFIED WITH MARY MAGDALENE IS TYPICAL OF THE DISREGARD OF HISTORY, AND WE HAVE SEEN IT IN OTHER COPTIC DOCUMENTS. THE INTEREST OF THE AUTHORS CENTRED IN THE HYMNS, BLESSINGS, SALUTATIONS, AND PRAYERS, WHICH IN THIS ANALYSIS HAVE BEEN WHOLLY OMITTED, BUT WHICH OCCUPY A LARGE PART OF THE ORIGINAL TEXT. THE GLORIFICATION OF SAINT BARTHOLOMEW IS ANOTHER PURPOSE OF THE WRITER: THE SPECIAL BLESSINGS GIVEN TO HIM RECALL THE ATTITUDE WHICH HE TAKES IN THE GOSPEL (I. 1, 8) AS INQUIRING INTO THE MYSTERIES OF HEAVEN, AND SEEING THINGS WHICH ARE HIDDEN FROM OTHERS. BOTH GOSPEL AND BOOK ARE SPECIALLY INTERESTED IN THE DESCENT INTO HELL, THE RESURRECTION, AND THE REDEMPTION OF ADAM. BARTHOLOMEW (NATHANAEL) WAS TOLD (IN SAINT JOHN'S GOSPEL) THAT HE WOULD SEE THE ANGELS ASCENDING AND DESCENDING UPON THE SON OF MAN. THIS PROMISE IS FULFILLED IN THE GOSPEL (I. 6, 231 AND VERY OFTEN IN THE BOOK: IN SAINT JOHN WE ALSO READ OF HIS BEING 'UNDER THE FIG-TREE', AND THIS WAS PROBABLY ENOUGH TO SUGGEST TO THE COPTIC AUTHOR OF THE BOOK THAT HE WAS A GARDENER.
THE EPISTLE OF MATHETES TO DIOGNETUS
CHAPTER I -- OCCASION OF THE EPISTLE.                  
SINCE I SEE THEE, MOST EXCELLENT DIOGNETUS, EXCEEDINGLY DESIROUS TO LEARN THE MODE OF WORSHIPPING GOD PREVALENT AMONG THE CHRISTIANS, AND INQUIRING VERY CAREFULLY AND EARNESTLY CONCERNING THEM, WHAT GOD THEY TRUST IN, AND WHAT FORM OF RELIGION THEY OBSERVE, SO AS ALL TO LOOK DOWN UPON THE WORLD ITSELF, AND DESPISE DEATH, WHILE THEY NEITHER ESTEEM THOSE TO BE GODS THAT ARE RECKONED SUCH BY THE GREEKS, NOR HOLD TO THE SUPERSTITION OF THE JEWS; AND WHAT IS THE AFFECTION WHICH THEY CHERISH AMONG THEMSELVES; AND WHY, IN FINE, THIS NEW KIND OR PRACTICE [OF PIETY] HAS ONLY NOW ENTERED INTO THE WORLD, AND NOT LONG AGO; I CORDIALLY WELCOME THIS THY DESIRE, AND I IMPLORE GOD, WHO ENABLES US BOTH TO SPEAK AND TO HEAR, TO GRANT TO ME SO TO SPEAK, THAT, ABOVE ALL, I MAY HEAR YOU HAVE BEEN EDIFIED, AND TO YOU SO TO HEAR, THAT I WHO SPEAK MAY HAVE NO CAUSE OF REGRET FOR HAVING DONE SO. 
CHAPTER II -- THE VANITY OF IDOLS. 
COME, THEN, AFTER YOU HAVE FREED YOURSELF FROM ALL PREJUDICES POSSESSING YOUR MIND, AND LAID ASIDE WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO, AS SOMETHING APT TO DECEIVE YOU, AND BEING MADE, AS IF FROM THE BEGINNING, A NEW MAN, INASMUCH AS, ACCORDING TO YOUR OWN CONFESSION, YOU ARE TO BE THE HEARER OF A NEW [SYSTEM OF] DOCTRINE; COME AND CONTEMPLATE, NOT WITH YOUR EYES ONLY, BUT WITH YOUR UNDERSTANDING, THE SUBSTANCE AND THE FORM OF THOSE WHOM YE DECLARE AND DEEM TO BE GODS. IS NOT ONE OF THEM A STONE SIMILAR TO THAT ON WHICH WE TREAD? IS NOT A SECOND BRASS, IN NO WAY SUPERIOR TO THOSE VESSELS WHICH ARE CONSTRUCTED FOR OUR ORDINARY USE? IS NOT A THIRD WOOD, AND THAT ALREADY ROTTEN? IS NOT A FOURTH SILVER, WHICH NEEDS A MAN TO WATCH IT, LEST IT BE STOLEN? IS NOT A FIFTH IRON, CONSUMED BY RUST? IS NOT A SIXTH EARTHENWARE, IN NO DEGREE MORE VALUABLE THAN THAT WHICH IS FORMED FOR THE HUMBLEST PURPOSES? ARE NOT ALL THESE OF CORRUPTIBLE MATTER? ARE THEY NOT FABRICATED BY MEANS OF IRON AND FIRE? DID NOT THE SCULPTOR FASHION ONE OF THEM, THE BRAZIER A SECOND, THE SILVERSMITH A THIRD, AND THE POTTER A FOURTH? WAS NOT EVERY ONE OF THEM, BEFORE THEY WERE FORMED BY THE ARTS OF THESE [WORKMEN] INTO THE SHAPE OF THESE [GODS], EACH IN ITS OWN WAY SUBJECT TO CHANGE? WOULD NOT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE NOW VESSELS, FORMED OF THE SAME MATERIALS, BECOME LIKE TO SUCH, IF THEY MET WITH THE SAME ARTIFICERS? MIGHT NOT THESE, WHICH ARE NOW WORSHIPPED BY YOU, AGAIN BE MADE BY MEN VESSELS SIMILAR TO OTHERS? ARE THEY NOT ALL DEAF? ARE THEY NOT BLIND? ARE THEY NOT WITHOUT LIFE? ARE THEY NOT DESTITUTE OF FEELING? ARE THEY NOT INCAPABLE OF MOTION? ARE THEY NOT ALL LIABLE TO ROT? ARE THEY NOT ALL CORRUPTIBLE? THESE THINGS YE CALL GODS; THESE YE SERVE; THESE YE WORSHIP; AND YE BECOME ALTOGETHER LIKE TO THEM. FOR THIS REASON, YE HATE THE CHRISTIANS, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT DEEM THESE TO BE GODS. BUT DO NOT YE YOURSELVES, WHO NOW THINK AND SUPPOSE [SUCH TO BE GODS], MUCH MORE CAST CONTEMPT UPON THEM THAN THEY [THE CHRISTIANS DO]? DO YE NOT MUCH MORE MOCK AND INSULT THEM, WHEN YE WORSHIP THOSE THAT ARE MADE OF STONE AND EARTHENWARE, WITHOUT APPOINTING ANY PERSONS TO GUARD THEM; BUT THOSE MADE OF SILVER AND GOLD YE SHUT UP BY NIGHT, AND APPOINT WATCHERS TO LOOK AFTER THEM BY DAY, LEST THEY BE STOLEN? AND BY THOSE GIFTS WHICH YE MEAN TO PRESENT TO THEM, DO YE NOT, IF THEY ARE POSSESSED OF SENSE, RATHER PUNISH [THAN HONOUR] THEM? BUT IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY ARE DESTITUTE OF SENSE, YE CONVICT THEM OF THIS FACT, WHILE YE WORSHIP THEM WITH BLOOD AND THE SMOKE OF SACRIFICES. LET ANY ONE OF YOU SUFFER SUCH INDIGNITIES! LET ANY ONE OF YOU ENDURE TO HAVE SUCH THINGS DONE TO HIMSELF! BUT NOT A SINGLE HUMAN BEING WILL, UNLESS COMPELLED TO IT, ENDURE SUCH TREATMENT, SINCE HE IS ENDOWED WITH SENSE AND REASON. A STONE, HOWEVER, READILY BEARS IT, SEEING IT IS INSENSIBLE. CERTAINLY, YOU DO NOT SHOW [BY YOUR CONDUCT] THAT HE [YOUR GOD] IS POSSESSED OF SENSE. AND AS TO THE FACT THAT CHRISTIANS ARE NOT ACCUSTOMED TO SERVE SUCH GODS, I MIGHT EASILY FIND MANY OTHER THINGS TO SAY; BUT IF EVEN WHAT HAS BEEN SAID DOES NOT SEEM TO ANY ONE SUFFICIENT, I DEEM IT IDLE TO SAY ANYTHING FURTHER. 
CHAPTER III -- SUPERSTITIONS OF THE JEWS. 
AND NEXT, I IMAGINE THAT YOU ARE MOST DESIROUS OF HEARING SOMETHING ON THIS POINT, THAT THE CHRISTIANS DO NOT OBSERVE THE SAME FORMS OF DIVINE WORSHIP AS DO THE JEWS. THE JEWS, THEN, IF THEY ABSTAIN FROM THE KIND OF SERVICE ABOVE DESCRIBED, AND DEEM IT PROPER TO WORSHIP ONE GOD AS BEING LORD OF ALL, [ARE RIGHT]; BUT IF THEY OFFER HIM WORSHIP IN THE WAY WHICH WE HAVE DESCRIBED, THEY GREATLY ERR. FOR WHILE THE GENTILES, BY OFFERING SUCH THINGS TO THOSE THAT ARE DESTITUTE OF SENSE AND HEARING, FURNISH AN EXAMPLE OF MADNESS; THEY, ON THE OTHER HAND BY THINKING TO OFFER THESE THINGS TO GOD AS IF HE NEEDED THEM, MIGHT JUSTLY RECKON IT RATHER AN ACT OF FOLLY THAN OF DIVINE WORSHIP. FOR HE THAT MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND ALL THAT IS THEREIN, AND GIVES TO US ALL THE THINGS OF WHICH WE STAND IN NEED, CERTAINLY REQUIRES NONE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HE HIMSELF BESTOWS ON SUCH AS THINK OF FURNISHING THEM TO HIM. BUT THOSE WHO IMAGINE THAT, BY MEANS OF BLOOD, AND THE SMOKE OF SACRIFICES AND BURNT-OFFERINGS, THEY OFFER SACRIFICES [ACCEPTABLE] TO HIM, AND THAT BY SUCH HONOURS THEY SHOW HIM RESPECT,--THESE, BY SUPPOSING THAT THEY CAN GIVE ANYTHING TO HIM WHO STANDS IN NEED OF NOTHING, APPEAR TO ME IN NO RESPECT TO DIFFER FROM THOSE WHO STUDIOUSLY CONFER THE SAME HONOUR ON THINGS DESTITUTE OF SENSE, AND WHICH THEREFORE ARE UNABLE TO ENJOY SUCH HONOURS. 
CHAPTER IV -- THE OTHER OBSERVANCES OF THE JEWS. 
BUT AS TO THEIR SCRUPULOSITY CONCERNING MEATS, AND THEIR SUPERSTITION AS RESPECTS THE SABBATHS, AND THEIR BOASTING ABOUT CIRCUMCISION, AND THEIR FANCIES ABOUT FASTING AND THE NEW MOONS, WHICH ARE UTTERLY RIDICULOUS AND UNWORTHY OF NOTICE, I DO NOT THINK THAT YOU REQUIRE TO LEARN ANYTHING FROM ME. FOR, TO ACCEPT SOME OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN FORMED BY GOD FOR THE USE OF MEN AS PROPERLY FORMED, AND TO REJECT OTHERS AS USELESS AND REDUNDANT, HOW CAN THIS BE LAWFUL? AND TO SPEAK FALSELY OF GOD, AS IF HE FORBADE US TO DO WHAT IS GOOD ON THE SABBATH-DAYS, HOW IS NOT THIS IMPIOUS? AND TO GLORY IN THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE FLESH AS A PROOF OF ELECTION, AND AS IF, ON ACCOUNT OF IT, THEY WERE SPECIALLY, BELOVED BY GOD, HOW IS IT NOT A SUBJECT OF RIDICULE? AND AS TO THEIR OBSERVING MONTHS AND DAYS, AS IF WAITING UPON THE STARS AND THE MOON, AND THEIR DISTRIBUTING, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN TENDENCIES, THE APPOINTMENTS OF GOD, AND THE VICISSITUDES OF THE SEASONS, SOME FOR FESTIVITIES, AND OTHERS FOR MOURNING, WHO WOULD DEEM THIS A PART OF DIVINE WORSHIP, AND NOT MUCH RATHER A MANIFESTATION OF FOLLY? I SUPPOSE, THEN, YOU ARE SUFFICIENTLY CONVINCED THAT THE CHRISTIANS PROPERLY ABSTAIN FROM THE VANITY AND ERROR COMMON [TO BOTH JEWS AND GENTILES], AND FROM THE BUSY-BODY SPIRIT AND VAIN BOASTING OF THE JEWS; BUT YOU MUST NOT HOPE TO LEARN THE MYSTERY OF THEIR PECULIAR MODE OF WORSHIPPING GOD FROM ANY MORTAL. 
CHAPTER V -- THE MANNERS OF THE CHRISTIANS. 
FOR THE CHRISTIANS ARE DISTINGUISHED FROM OTHER MEN NEITHER BY COUNTRY, NOR LANGUAGE, NOR THE CUSTOMS WHICH THEY OBSERVE. FOR THEY NEITHER INHABIT CITIES OF THEIR OWN, NOR EMPLOY A PECULIAR FORM OF SPEECH, NOR LEAD A LIFE WHICH IS MARKED OUT BY ANY SINGULARITY. THE COURSE OF CONDUCT WHICH THEY FOLLOW HAS NOT BEEN DEVISED BY ANY SPECULATION OR DELIBERATION OF INQUISITIVE MEN; NOR DO THEY, LIKE SOME, PROCLAIM THEMSELVES THE ADVOCATES OF ANY MERELY HUMAN DOCTRINES. BUT, INHABITING GREEK AS WELL AS BARBARIAN CITIES, ACCORDING AS THE LOT OF EACH OF THEM HAS DETERMINED, AND FOLLOWING THE CUSTOMS OF THE NATIVES IN RESPECT TO CLOTHING, FOOD, AND THE REST OF THEIR ORDINARY CONDUCT, THEY DISPLAY TO US THEIR WONDERFUL AND CONFESSEDLY STRIKING METHOD OF LIFE. THEY DWELL IN THEIR OWN COUNTRIES, BUT SIMPLY AS SOJOURNERS. AS CITIZENS, THEY SHARE IN ALL THINGS WITH OTHERS, AND YET ENDURE ALL THINGS AS IF FOREIGNERS. EVERY FOREIGN LAND IS TO THEM AS THEIR NATIVE COUNTRY, AND EVERY LAND OF THEIR BIRTH AS A LAND OF STRANGERS. THEY MARRY, AS DO ALL [OTHERS]; THEY BEGET CHILDREN; BUT THEY DO NOT DESTROY THEIR OFFSPRING. THEY HAVE A COMMON TABLE, BUT NOT A COMMON BED. THEY ARE IN THE FLESH, BUT THEY DO NOT LIVE AFTER THE FLESH. THEY PASS THEIR DAYS ON EARTH, BUT THEY ARE CITIZENS OF HEAVEN. THEY OBEY THE PRESCRIBED LAWS, AND AT THE SAME TIME SURPASS THE LAWS BY THEIR LIVES. THEY LOVE ALL MEN, AND ARE PERSECUTED BY ALL. THEY ARE UNKNOWN AND CONDEMNED; THEY ARE PUT TO DEATH, AND RESTORED TO LIFE. THEY ARE POOR, YET MAKE MANY RICH; THEY ARE IN LACK OF ALL THINGS, AND YET ABOUND IN ALL; THEY ARE DISHONOURED, AND YET IN THEIR VERY DISHONOUR ARE GLORIFIED. THEY ARE EVIL SPOKEN OF, AND YET ARE JUSTIFIED; THEY ARE REVILED, AND BLESS; THEY ARE INSULTED, AND REPAY THE INSULT WITH HONOUR; THEY DO GOOD, YET ARE PUNISHED AS EVIL-DOERS. WHEN PUNISHED, THEY REJOICE AS IF QUICKENED INTO LIFE; THEY ARE ASSAILED BY THE JEWS AS FOREIGNERS, AND ARE PERSECUTED BY THE GREEKS; YET THOSE WHO HATE THEM ARE UNABLE TO ASSIGN ANY REASON FOR THEIR HATRED. 
CHAPTER VI -- THE RELATION OF CHRISTIANS TO THE WORLD. 
TO SUM UP ALL IN ONE WORD--WHAT THE SOUL IS IN THE BODY, THAT ARE CHRISTIANS IN THE WORLD. THE SOUL IS DISPERSED THROUGH ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE BODY, AND CHRISTIANS ARE SCATTERED THROUGH ALL THE CITIES OF THE WORLD. THE SOUL DWELLS IN THE BODY, YET IS NOT OF THE BODY; AND CHRISTIANS DWELL IN THE WORLD, YET ARE NOT OF THE WORLD. THE INVISIBLE SOUL IS GUARDED BY THE VISIBLE BODY, AND CHRISTIANS ARE KNOWN INDEED TO BE IN THE WORLD, BUT THEIR GODLINESS REMAINS INVISIBLE. THE FLESH HATES THE SOUL, AND WARS AGAINST IT, THOUGH ITSELF SUFFERING NO INJURY, BECAUSE IT IS PREVENTED FROM ENJOYING PLEASURES; THE WORLD ALSO HATES THE CHRISTIANS, THOUGH IN NOWISE INJURED, BECAUSE THEY ABJURE PLEASURES. THE SOUL LOVES THE FLESH THAT HATES IT, AND [LOVES ALSO] THE MEMBERS; CHRISTIANS LIKEWISE LOVE THOSE THAT HATE THEM. THE SOUL IS IMPRISONED IN THE BODY, YET PRESERVES THAT VERY BODY; AND CHRISTIANS ARE CONFINED IN THE WORLD AS IN A PRISON, AND YET THEY ARE THE PRESERVERS OF THE WORLD. THE IMMORTAL SOUL DWELLS IN A MORTAL TABERNACLE; AND CHRISTIANS DWELL AS SOJOURNERS IN CORRUPTIBLE [BODIES], LOOKING FOR AN INCORRUPTIBLE DWELLING IN THE HEAVENS. THE SOUL, WHEN BUT ILL-PROVIDED WITH FOOD AND DRINK, BECOMES BETTER; IN LIKE MANNER, THE CHRISTIANS, THOUGH SUBJECTED DAY BY DAY TO PUNISHMENT, INCREASE THE MORE IN NUMBER. GOD HAS ASSIGNED THEM THIS ILLUSTRIOUS POSITION, WHICH IT, WERE UNLAWFUL FOR THEM TO FORSAKE.  
CHAPTER VII -- THE MANIFESTATION OF CHRIST. 
FOR, AS I SAID, THIS WAS NO MERE EARTHLY INVENTION WHICH WAS DELIVERED TO THEM, NOR IS IT A MERE HUMAN SYSTEM OF OPINION, WHICH THEY JUDGE IT RIGHT TO PRESERVE SO CAREFULLY, NOR HAS A DISPENSATION OF MERE HUMAN MYSTERIES BEEN COMMITTED TO THEM, BUT TRULY GOD HIMSELF, WHO IS ALMIGHTY, THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL THINGS, AND INVISIBLE, HAS SENT FROM HEAVEN, AND PLACED AMONG MEN, [HIM WHO IS] THE TRUTH, AND THE HOLY AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE WORD, AND HAS FIRMLY ESTABLISHED HIM IN THEIR HEARTS. HE DID NOT, AS ONE MIGHT HAVE IMAGINED, SEND TO MEN ANY SERVANT, OR ANGEL, OR RULER, OR ANY ONE OF THOSE WHO BEAR SWAY OVER EARTHLY THINGS, OR ONE OF THOSE TO WHOM THE GOVERNMENT OF THINGS IN THE HEAVENS HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED, BUT THE VERY [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND FASHIONER OF ALL THINGS--BY WHOM HE MADE THE HEAVENS--BY WHOM HE ENCLOSED THE SEA WITHIN ITS PROPER BOUNDS--WHOSE ORDINANCES ALL THE STARS FAITHFULLY OBSERVE--FROM WHOM THE SUN HAS RECEIVED THE MEASURE OF HIS DAILY COURSE TO BE OBSERVED--WHOM THE MOON OBEYS, BEING COMMANDED TO SHINE IN THE NIGHT, AND WHOM THE STARS ALSO OBEY, FOLLOWING THE MOON IN HER COURSE; BY WHOM ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN ARRANGED, AND PLACED WITHIN THEIR PROPER LIMITS, AND TO WHOM ALL ARE SUBJECT--THE HEAVENS AND THE THINGS THAT ARE THEREIN, THE EARTH AND THE THINGS THAT ARE THEREIN, THE SEA AND THE THINGS THAT ARE THEREIN--FIRE, AIR, AND THE ABYSS--THE THINGS WHICH ARE IN THE HEIGHTS, THE THINGS WHICH ARE IN THE DEPTHS, AND THE THINGS WHICH LIE BETWEEN. THIS [MESSENGER] HE SENT TO THEM. WAS IT THEN, AS ONE MIGHT CONCEIVE, FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXERCISING TYRANNY, OR OF INSPIRING FEAR AND TERROR? BY NO MEANS, BUT UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF CLEMENCY AND MEEKNESS. AS A KING SENDS HIS SON, WHO IS ALSO A KING, SO SENT HE HIM; AS GOD HE SENT HIM; AS TO MEN HE SENT HIM; AS A SAVIOUR HE SENT HIM, AND AS SEEKING TO PERSUADE, NOT TO COMPEL US; FOR VIOLENCE HAS NO PLACE IN THE CHARACTER OF GOD. AS CALLING US HE SENT HIM, NOT AS VENGEFULLY PURSUING US; AS LOVING US HE SENT HIM, NOT AS JUDGING US. FOR HE WILL YET SEND HIM TO JUDGE US, AND WHO SHALL ENDURE HIS APPEARING? ... DO YOU NOT SEE THEM EXPOSED TO WILD BEASTS, THAT THEY MAY BE PERSUADED TO DENY THE LORD, AND YET NOT OVERCOME? DO YOU NOT SEE THAT THE MORE OF THEM ARE PUNISHED, THE GREATER BECOMES THE NUMBER OF THE REST? THIS DOES NOT SEEM TO BE THE WORK OF MAN: THIS IS THE POWER OF GOD; THESE ARE THE EVIDENCES OF HIS MANIFESTATION. 
CHAPTER VIII -- THE MISERABLE STATE OF MEN BEFORE THE COMING OF THE WORD. 
FOR, WHO OF MEN AT ALL UNDERSTOOD BEFORE HIS COMING WHAT GOD IS? DO YOU ACCEPT OF THE VAIN AND SILLY DOCTRINES OF THOSE WHO ARE DEEMED TRUSTWORTHY PHILOSOPHERS? OF WHOM SOME SAID THAT FIRE WAS GOD, CALLING THAT GOD TO WHICH THEY THEMSELVES WERE BY AND BY TO COME; AND SOME WATER; AND OTHERS SOME OTHER OF THE ELEMENTS FORMED BY GOD. BUT IF ANY ONE OF THESE THEORIES BE WORTHY OF APPROBATION, EVERY ONE OF THE REST OF CREATED THINGS MIGHT ALSO BE DECLARED TO BE GOD. BUT SUCH DECLARATIONS ARE SIMPLY THE STARTLING AND ERRONEOUS UTTERANCES OF DECEIVERS; AND NO MAN HAS EITHER SEEN HIM, OR MADE HIM KNOWN, BUT HE HAS REVEALED HIMSELF. AND HE HAS MANIFESTED HIMSELF THROUGH FAITH, TO WHICH ALONE IT IS GIVEN TO BEHOLD GOD. FOR GOD, THE LORD AND FASHIONER OF ALL THINGS, WHO MADE ALL THINGS, AND ASSIGNED THEM THEIR SEVERAL POSITIONS, PROVED HIMSELF NOT MERELY A FRIEND OF MANKIND, BUT ALSO LONG-SUFFERING [IN HIS DEALINGS WITH THEM.] YEA, HE WAS ALWAYS OF SUCH A CHARACTER, AND STILL IS, AND WILL EVER BE, KIND AND GOOD, AND FREE FROM WRATH, AND TRUE, AND THE ONLY ONE WHO IS [ABSOLUTELY] GOOD; AND HE FORMED IN HIS MIND A GREAT AND UNSPEAKABLE CONCEPTION, WHICH HE COMMUNICATED TO HIS SON ALONE. AS LONG, THEN, AS HE HELD AND PRESERVED HIS OWN WISE COUNSEL IN CONCEALMENT, HE APPEARED TO NEGLECT US, AND TO HAVE NO CARE OVER US. BUT AFTER HE REVEALED AND LAID OPEN, THROUGH HIS BELOVED SON, THE THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN PREPARED FROM THE BEGINNING, HE CONFERRED EVERY BLESSING ALL AT ONCE UPON US, SO THAT WE SHOULD BOTH SHARE IN HIS BENEFITS, AND SEE AND BE ACTIVE [IN HIS SERVICE]. WHO OF US WOULD EVER HAVE EXPECTED THESE THINGS? HE WAS AWARE, THEN, OF ALL THINGS IN HIS OWN MIND, ALONG WITH HIS SON, ACCORDING TO THE RELATION SUBSISTING BETWEEN THEM. 
CHAPTER IX -- WHY THE SON WAS SENT SO LATE. 
AS LONG THEN AS THE FORMER TIME ENDURED, HE PERMITTED US TO BE BORNE ALONG BY UNRULY IMPULSES, BEING DRAWN AWAY BY THE DESIRE OF PLEASURE AND VARIOUS LUSTS. THIS WAS NOT THAT HE AT ALL DELIGHTED IN OUR SINS, BUT THAT HE SIMPLY ENDURED THEM; NOR THAT HE APPROVED THE TIME OF WORKING INIQUITY WHICH THEN WAS, BUT THAT HE SOUGHT TO FORM A MIND CONSCIOUS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, SO THAT BEING CONVINCED IN THAT TIME OF OUR UNWORTHINESS OF ATTAINING LIFE THROUGH OUR OWN WORKS, IT SHOULD NOW, THROUGH THE KINDNESS OF GOD, BE VOUCHSAFED TO US; AND HAVING MADE IT MANIFEST THAT IN OURSELVES WE WERE UNABLE TO ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD, WE MIGHT THROUGH THE POWER OF GOD BE MADE ABLE. BUT WHEN OUR WICKEDNESS HAD REACHED ITS HEIGHT, AND IT HAD BEEN CLEARLY SHOWN THAT ITS REWARD, PUNISHMENT AND DEATH, WAS IMPENDING OVER US; AND WHEN THE TIME HAD COME WHICH GOD HAD BEFORE APPOINTED FOR MANIFESTING HIS OWN KINDNESS AND POWER, HOW THE ONE LOVE OF GOD, THROUGH EXCEEDING REGARD FOR MEN, DID NOT REGARD US WITH HATRED, NOR THRUST US AWAY, NOR REMEMBER OUR INIQUITY AGAINST US, BUT SHOWED GREAT LONG-SUFFERING, AND BORE WITH US, HE HIMSELF TOOK ON HIM THE BURDEN OF OUR INIQUITIES, HE GAVE HIS OWN SON AS A RANSOM FOR US, THE HOLY ONE FOR TRANSGRESSORS, THE BLAMELESS ONE FOR THE WICKED, THE RIGHTEOUS ONE FOR THE UNRIGHTEOUS, THE INCORRUPTIBLE ONE FOR THE CORRUPTIBLE, THE IMMORTAL ONE FOR THEM THAT ARE MORTAL. FOR WHAT OTHER THING WAS CAPABLE OF COVERING OUR SINS THAN HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS? BY WHAT OTHER ONE WAS IT POSSIBLE THAT WE, THE WICKED AND UNGODLY, COULD BE JUSTIFIED, THEN BY THE ONLY SON OF GOD? O SWEET EXCHANGE! O UNSEARCHABLE OPERATION! O BENEFITS SURPASSING ALL EXPECTATION! THAT THE WICKEDNESS OF MANY SHOULD BE HID IN A SINGLE RIGHTEOUS ONE, AND THAT THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF ONE SHOULD JUSTIFY MANY TRANSGRESSORS! HAVING THEREFORE CONVINCED US IN THE FORMER TIME THAT OUR NATURE WAS UNABLE TO ATTAIN TO LIFE, AND HAVING NOW REVEALED THE SAVIOUR WHO IS ABLE TO SAVE EVEN THOSE THINGS WHICH IT WAS [FORMERLY] IMPOSSIBLE TO SAVE, BY BOTH THESE FACTS HE DESIRED TO LEAD US TO TRUST IN HIS KINDNESS, TO ESTEEM HIM OUR NOURISHER, FATHER [STEPHEN], TEACHER, COUNSELLOR, HEALER, OUR WISDOM, LIGHT, HONOUR, GLORY, POWER, AND LIFE, SO THAT WE SHOULD NOT BE ANXIOUS[ CONCERNING CLOTHING AND FOOD. 
CHAPTER X -- THE BLESSINGS THAT WILL FLOW FROM FAITH. 
IF YOU ALSO DESIRE [TO POSSESS] THIS FAITH, YOU LIKEWISE SHALL RECEIVE FIRST OF ALL THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. FOR GOD HAS LOVED MANKIND, ON WHOSE ACCOUNT HE MADE THE WORLD, TO WHOM HE RENDERED SUBJECT ALL THE THINGS THAT ARE IN IT, TO WHOM HE GAVE REASON AND UNDERSTANDING, TO WHOM ALONE HE IMPARTED THE PRIVILEGE OF LOOKING UPWARDS TO HIMSELF, WHOM HE FORMED AFTER HIS OWN IMAGE, TO WHOM HE SENT HIS ONLYBEGOTTEN SON, TO WHOM HE HAS PROMISED A KINGDOM IN HEAVEN, AND WILL GIVE IT TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOVED HIM. AND WHEN YOU HAVE ATTAINED THIS KNOWLEDGE, WITH WHAT JOY DO YOU THINK YOU WILL BE FILLED? OR, HOW WILL YOU LOVE HIM WHO HAS FIRST SO LOVED YOU? AND IF YOU LOVE HIM, YOU WILL BE AN IMITATOR OF HIS KINDNESS. AND DO NOT WONDER THAT A MAN MAY BECOME AN IMITATOR OF GOD. HE CAN, IF HE IS WILLING. FOR IT IS NOT BY RULING OVER HIS NEIGHBOURS, OR BY SEEKING TO HOLD THE SUPREMACY OVER THOSE THAT ARE WEAKER, OR BY BEING RICH, AND SHOWING VIOLENCE TOWARDS THOSE THAT ARE INFERIOR, THAT HAPPINESS IS FOUND; NOR CAN ANY ONE BY THESE THINGS BECOME AN IMITATOR OF GOD. BUT THESE THINGS DO NOT AT ALL CONSTITUTE HIS MAJESTY. ON THE CONTRARY HE WHO TAKES UPON HIMSELF THE BURDEN OF HIS NEIGHBOUR; HE WHO, IN WHATSOEVER RESPECT HE MAY BE SUPERIOR, IS READY TO BENEFIT ANOTHER WHO IS DEFICIENT; HE WHO, WHATSOEVER THINGS HE HAS RECEIVED FROM GOD, BY DISTRIBUTING THESE TO THE NEEDY, BECOMES A GOD TO THOSE WHO RECEIVE [HIS BENEFITS]: HE IS AN IMITATOR OF GOD. THEN THOU SHALT SEE, WHILE STILL ON EARTH, THAT GOD IN THE HEAVENS RULES OVER [THE UNIVERSE]; THEN THOU SHALL BEGIN TO SPEAK THE MYSTERIES OF GOD; THEN SHALT THOU BOTH LOVE AND ADMIRE THOSE THAT SUFFER PUNISHMENT BECAUSE THEY WILL NOT DENY GOD; THEN SHALL THOU CONDEMN THE DECEIT AND ERROR OF THE WORLD WHEN THOU SHALL KNOW WHAT IT IS TO LIVE TRULY IN HEAVEN, WHEN THOU SHALT DESPISE THAT WHICH IS HERE ESTEEMED TO BE DEATH, WHEN THOU SHALT FEAR WHAT IS TRULY DEATH, WHICH IS RESERVED FOR THOSE WHO SHALL BE CONDEMNED TO THE ETERNAL FIRE, WHICH SHALL AFFLICT THOSE EVEN TO THE END THAT ARE COMMITTED TO IT. THEN SHALT THOU ADMIRE THOSE WHO FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE ENDURE THE FIRE THAT IS BUT FOR A MOMENT, AND SHALT COUNT THEM HAPPY WHEN THOU SHALT KNOW [THE NATURE OF] THAT FIRE. 
CHAPTER XI -- THESE THINGS ARE WORTHY TO BE KNOWN AND BELIEVED. 
I DO NOT SPEAK OF THINGS STRANGE TO ME, NOR DO I AIM AT ANYTHING INCONSISTENT WITH RIGHT REASON; BUT HAVING BEEN A DISCIPLE OF THE APOSTLES, I AM BECOME A TEACHER OF THE GENTILES. I MINISTER THE THINGS DELIVERED TO ME TO THOSE THAT ARE DISCIPLES WORTHY OF THE TRUTH. FOR WHO THAT IS RIGHTLY TAUGHT AND BEGOTTEN BY THE LOVING WORD, WOULD NOT SEEK TO LEARN ACCURATELY THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN CLEARLY SHOWN BY THE WORD TO HIS DISCIPLES, TO WHOM THE WORD BEING MANIFESTED HAS REVEALED THEM, SPEAKING PLAINLY [TO THEM], NOT UNDERSTOOD INDEED BY THE UNBELIEVING, BUT CONVERSING WITH THE DISCIPLES, WHO, BEING ESTEEMED FAITHFUL BY HIM, ACQUIRED A KNOWLEDGE OF THE MYSTERIES OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]? FOR WHICH S REASON HE SENT THE WORD, THAT HE MIGHT BE MANIFESTED TO THE WORLD; AND HE, BEING DESPISED BY THE PEOPLE [OF THE JEWS], WAS, WHEN PREACHED BY THE APOSTLES, BELIEVED ON BY THE GENTILES. THIS IS HE WHO WAS FROM THE BEGINNING, WHO APPEARED AS IF NEW, AND WAS FOUND OLD, AND YET WHO IS EVER BORN AFRESH IN THE HEARTS OF THE SAINTS. THIS IS HE WHO, BEING FROM EVERLASTING, IS TO-DAY CALLED THE SON; THROUGH WHOM THE CHURCH IS ENRICHED, AND GRACE, WIDELY SPREAD, INCREASES IN THE SAINTS. FURNISHING UNDERSTANDING, REVEALING MYSTERIES, ANNOUNCING TIMES, REJOICING OVER THE FAITHFUL. GIVING TO THOSE THAT SEEK, BY WHOM THE LIMITS OF FAITH ARE NOT BROKEN THROUGH, NOR THE BOUNDARIES SET BY THE FATHERS PASSED OVER. THEN THE FEAR OF THE LAW IS CHANTED, AND THE GRACE OF THE PROPHETS IS KNOWN, AND THE FAITH OF THE GOSPELS IS ESTABLISHED, AND THE TRADITION OF THE APOSTLES IS PRESERVED, AND THE GRACE OF THE CHURCH EXULTS; WHICH GRACE IF YOU GRIEVE NOT, YOU SHALL KNOW THOSE THINGS WHICH THE WORD TEACHES, BY WHOM HE WILLS, AND WHEN HE PLEASES. FOR WHATEVER THINGS WE ARE MOVED TO UTTER BY THE WILL OF THE WORD COMMANDING US, WE COMMUNICATE TO YOU WITH PAINS, AND FROM A LOVE OF THE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN REVEALED TO US. 
CHAPTER XII -- THE IMPORTANCE OF KNOWLEDGE TO TRUE SPIRITUAL LIFE. 
WHEN YOU HAVE READ AND CAREFULLY LISTENED TO THESE THINGS, YOU SHALL KNOW WHAT GOD BESTOWS ON SUCH AS RIGHTLY LOVE HIM, BEING MADE [AS YE ARE] A PARADISE OF DELIGHT, PRESENTING IN YOURSELVES A TREE BEARING ALL KINDS OF PRODUCE AND FLOURISHING WELL, BEING ADORNED WITH VARIOUS FRUITS. FOR IN THIS PLACE THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE AND THE TREE OF LIFE HAVE BEEN PLANTED; BUT IT IS NOT THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE THAT DESTROYS--IT IS DISOBEDIENCE THAT PROVES DESTRUCTIVE. NOR TRULY ARE THOSE WORDS WITHOUT SIGNIFICANCE WHICH ARE WRITTEN, HOW GOD FROM THE BEGINNING PLANTED THE TREE OF LIFE IN THE MIDST OF PARADISE, REVEALING THROUGH KNOWLEDGE THE WAY TO LIFE, AND WHEN THOSE WHO WERE FIRST FORMED DID NOT USE THIS [KNOWLEDGE] PROPERLY, THEY WERE, THROUGH THE FRAUD OF THE SERPENT, STRIPPED NAKED. FOR NEITHER CAN LIFE EXIST WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, NOR IS KNOWLEDGE SECURE WITHOUT LIFE. WHEREFORE BOTH WERE PLANTED CLOSE TOGETHER. THE APOSTLE, PERCEIVING THE FORCE [OF THIS CONJUNCTION], AND BLAMING THAT KNOWLEDGE WHICH, WITHOUT TRUE DOCTRINE, IS ADMITTED TO INFLUENCE LIFE, DECLARES, "KNOWLEDGE PUFFETH UP, BUT LOVE EDIFIETH." FOR HE WHO THINKS HE KNOWS ANYTHING WITHOUT TRUE KNOWLEDGE, AND SUCH AS IS WITNESSED TO BY LIFE, KNOWS NOTHING, BUT IS DECEIVED BY THE SERPENT, AS NOT LOVING LIFE. BUT HE WHO COMBINES KNOWLEDGE WITH FEAR, AND SEEKS AFTER LIFE, PLANTS IN HOPE, LOOKING FOR FRUIT. LET YOUR HEART BE YOUR WISDOM; AND LET YOUR LIFE BE TRUE KNOWLEDGE INWARDLY RECEIVED. BEARING THIS TREE AND DISPLAYING ITS FRUIT, THOU SHALT ALWAYS GATHER IN THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE DESIRED BY GOD, WHICH THE SERPENT CANNOT REACH, AND TO WHICH DECEPTION DOES NOT APPROACH; NOR IS EVE THEN CORRUPTED, BUT IS TRUSTED AS A VIRGIN; AND SALVATION IS MANIFESTED, AND THE APOSTLES ARE FILLED WITH UNDERSTANDING, AND THE PASSOVER OF THE LORD ADVANCES, AND THE CHOIRS ARE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND ARE ARRANGED IN PROPER ORDER, AND THE WORD REJOICES IN TEACHING THE SAINTS,--BY WHOM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS GLORIFIED: TO WHOM BE GLORY FOR EVER. AMEN.
THE GOSPEL OF NICODEMUS ALSO CALLED THE ACTS OF PONTIUS PILATE
ACTS OF PILATE: MEMORIALS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST DONE IN THE TIME OF PONTIUS PILATE
I ANANIAS (AENEAS COPT., EMAUS LAT.), THE PROTECTOR, OF PRAETORIAN RANK, LEARNED IN THE LAW, DID FROM THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES RECOGNIZE OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST AND CAME NEAR TO HIM BY FAITH AND WAS ACCOUNTED WORTHY OF HOLY BAPTISM: AND I SOUGHT OUT THE MEMORIALS THAT WERE MADE AT THAT SEASON IN THE TIME OF OUR MASTER JESUS CHRIST, WHICH THE JEWS DEPOSITED WITH PONTIUS PILATE, AND FOUND THE MEMORIALS IN HEBREW (LETTERS), AND BY THE GOOD PLEASURE OF GOD I TRANSLATED THEM INTO GREEK (LETTERS) FOR THE INFORMING OF ALL THEM THAT CALL UPON THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: IN THE REIGN OF OUR LORD FLAVIUS THEODOSIUS, IN THE SEVENTEENTH YEAR, AND OF FLAVIUS VALENTINIANUS THE SIXTH, IN THE NINTH INDICTION [CORRUPT: LAT. HAS THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR OF THEODOSIUS, WHEN VALENTINIAN WAS PROCLAIMED AUGUSTUS, A. D. 425]. ALL YE THEREFORE THAT READ THIS AND TRANSLATE (OR COPY) IT INTO OTHER BOOKS, REMEMBER ME AND PRAY FOR ME THAT GOD WILL BE GRACIOUS UNTO ME AND BE MERCIFUL UNTO MY SINS WHICH I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST HIM.  PEACE BE TO THEM THAT READ AND THAT HEAR THESE THINGS AND TO THEIR SERVANTS. AMEN.  IN THE FIFTEENTH (NINETEENTH) YEAR OF THE GOVERNANCE OF TIBERIUS CAESAR, EMPEROR OF THE ROMANS, AND OF HEROD, KING OF GALILEE, IN THE NINETEENTH YEAR OF HIS RULE, ON THE EIGHTH OF THE CALENDS OF APRIL, WHICH IS THE 25TH OF MARCH, IN THE CONSULATE OF RUFUS AND RUBELLIO, IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THE TWO HUNDRED AND SECOND OLYMPIAD, JOSEPH WHO IS CAIAPHAS BEING HIGH PRIEST OF THE JEWS: THESE BE THE THINGS WHICH AFTER THE CROSS AND PASSION OF THE LORD NICODEMUS RECORDED AND DELIVERED UNTO THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE REST OF THE JEWS: AND THE SAME NICODEMUS SET THEM FORTH IN HEBREW (LETTERS).  
THE ACCOUNT THAT NICODEMUS WROTE IN HEBREW, AFTER THE CROSS AND [SEXLESS] PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE SAVIOR GOD, AND LEFT TO THOSE THAT CAME AFTER HIM, IS AS FOLLOWS:
CHAPTER 1
HAVING CALLED A COUNCIL, THE HIGH PRIESTS AND SCRIBES ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS AND SEINES AND DATHAES, AND GAMALIEL, JUDAS, LEVI AND NEPHTHALIM, ALEXANDER AND JAIRUS, AND THE REST OF THE JEWS, CAME TO PILATE ACCUSING JESUS ABOUT MANY THINGS, SAYING: WE KNOW THIS MAN TO BE THE SON OF JOSEPH THE CARPENTER, BORN OF MARY; AND HE SAYS THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD, AND A KING; MOREOVER, HE PROFANES THE SABBATH, AND WISHES TO DO AWAY WITH THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF OUR FATHERS. PILATE SAYS: AND WHAT ARE THE THINGS WHICH HE DOES, TO SHOW THAT HE WISHES TO DO AWAY WITH IT? THE JEWS SAY: WE HAVE A [SEXLESS] LAW NOT TO CURE ANY ONE ON THE SABBATH; BUT THIS MAN HAS ON THE SABBATH CURED THE LAME AND THE CROOKED, THE WITHERED AND THE BLIND AND THE PARALYTIC, THE DUMB AND THE DEMONIAC, BY EVIL PRACTICES. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: WHAT EVIL PRACTICES? THEY SAY TO HIM: HE IS A MAGICIAN, AND BY BEELZEBUL PRINCE OF THE DEMONS BE CASTS OUT THE DEMONS, AND ALL ARE SUBJECT TO HIM. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: THIS IS NOT CASTING OUT THE DEMONS BY AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT, BUT BY THE GOD AESCULAPIUS. THE JEWS SAY TO PILATE: WE ENTREAT YOUR HIGHNESS THAT HE STAND AT THY TRIBUNAL, AND BE HEARD. AND PILATE HAVING CALLED THEM, SAYS: TELL ME HOW I, BEING A PROCURATOR, CAN TRY A KING? THEY SAY TO HIM: W DO NOT SAY THAT HE IS A KING, BUT HE HIMSELF SAYS THAT HE IS. AND PILATE HAVING CALLED THE RUNNER, SAYS TO HIM: LET JESUS BE BROUGHT IN WITH RESPECT. AND THE RUNNER GOING OUT, AND RECOGNIZING HIM, ADORED HIM, AND TOOK HIS CLOAK INTO HIS HAND, AND SPREAD IT ON THE GROUND, AND SAYS TO HIM: MY LORD, WALK ON THIS, AND COME IN, FOR THE PROCURATOR CALLS THEE. AND THE JEWS SEEING WHAT THE RUNNER HAD DONE, CRIED OUT AGAINST PILATE, SAYING: WHY HAST THOU ORDERED HIM TO COME IN BY A RUNNER, AND NOT BY A CRIER? FOR ASSUREDLY THE RUNNER, WHEN HE SAW HIM, ADORED HIM, AND SPREAD HIS DOUBLET ON THE GROUND, AND MADE HIM WALK LIKE A KING. AND PILATE HAVING CALLED THE RUNNER, SAYS TO HIM: WHY HAST THOU DONE THIS, AND SPREAD OUT THY CLOAK UPON THE EARTH, AND MADE JESUS WALK UPON IT? THE RUNNER SAYS TO HIM: MY LORD PROCURATOR, WHEN THOU DIDST SEND ME TO JERUSALEM TO ALEXANDER, I SAW HIM SITTING UPON AN ASS, AND THE SONS OF THE HEBREWS HELD BRANCHES IN THEIR HANDS, AND SHOUTED; AND OTHER SPREAD THEIR CLOTHES UNDER HIM SAYING, SAVE, NOW, THOU WHO ART IN THE [MOST] HIGHEST: BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THE JEWS CRY OUT, AND SAY, TO THE RUNNER: THE SOILS OF THE HEBREWS SHOUTED IN HEBREW; WHENCE THEN HAST THOU THE GREEK? THE RUNNER SAYS TO THEM: I ASKED ONE OF THE JEWS, AND SAID, WHAT IS IT THEY ARE SHOUTING IN HEBREW? AND HE INTERPRETED IT FOR ME. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: AND WHAT DID THEY SHOUT IN HEBREW? THE JEWS SAY TO HIM: HOSANNA MEMBROME BARUCHAMMA ADONAI. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: AND THIS HOSANNA, ETC., HOW IS IT INTERPRETED? THE JEWS SAY TO HIM: SAVE NOW IN THE [MOST] HIGHEST; BLESSED IS HE; THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: IF YOU BEAR WITNESS TO THE WORDS SPOKEN BY THE CHILDREN, IN WHAT HAS THE RUNNER DONE WRONG? AND THEY WERE SILENT. AND THE PROCURATOR SAYS TO THE RUNNER: GO OUT, AND BRING HIM IN WHAT WAY THOU WILT. AND THE RUNNER GOING OUT, DID IN THE SAME MANNER AS BEFORE, AND SAYS TO JESUS: MY LORD, COME IN; THE PROCURATOR CALLETH THEE. AND JESUS GOING IN, AND THE STANDARD-BEARERS HOLDING THEIR STANDARDS, THE TOPS OF THE STANDARDS WERE BENT DOWN, AND ADORED JESUS. AND THE JEWS SEEING THE BEARING OF THE STANDARDS, HOW THEY WERE BENT DOWN AND ADORED JESUS, CRIED OUT VEHEMENTLY AGAINST THE STANDARD-BEARERS. AND PILATE SAYS TO THE JEWS: DO YOU NOT WONDER HOW THE TOPS OF THE STANDARDS WERE BENT DOWN, AND ADORED JESUS? THE JEWS SAY TO PILATE: WE SAW HOW THE STANDARD-BEARERS BENT THEM DOWN, AND ADORED HIM. AND THE PROCURATOR HAVING CALLED THE STANDARD-BEARERS, SAYS TO THEM: WHY HAVE YOU DONE THIS? THEY SAY TO PILATE: WE ARE GREEKS AND TEMPLE-SLAVES, AND HOW COULD WE ADORE HIM? AND ASSUREDLY, AS WE WERE HOLDING THEM UP, THE TOPS BENT DOWN OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, AND ADORED HIM. PILATE SAYS TO THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE: DO YOU CHOOSE FOR YOURSELVES MEN STRONG AND POWERFUL, AND LET THEM HOLD UP THE STANDARDS, AND LET US SEE WHETHER THEY WILL BEND DOWN WITH THEM. AND THE ELDERS OF THE JEWS PICKED OUT TWELVE MEN POWERFUL AND STRONG, AND MADE THEM HOLD UP THE STANDARDS SIX BY SIX; AND THEY WERE PLACED IN FRONT OF THE PROCURATOR'S TRIBUNAL. AND PILATE SAYS TO THE RUNNER: TAKE HIM OUTSIDE OF THE PRAETORIUM, AND BRING HIM IN AGAIN IN WHATEVER WAY MAY PLEASE THEE. AND JESUS AND THE RUNNER WENT OUT OF THE PRAETORIUM. AND PILATE, SUMMONING THOSE WHO HAD FORMERLY HELD UP THE STANDARDS, SAYS TO THEM: I HAVE SWORN BY TILE HEALTH OF CAESAR, THAT IF THE STANDARDS DO NOT BEND DOWN WHEN JESUS COMES IN, I WILL CUT OFF YOUR HEADS. AND THE PROCURATOR ORDERED JESUS TO COME IN THE SECOND TIME. AND THE RUNNER DID IN THE SAME MANNER AS BEFORE, AND MADE MANY ENTREATIES TO JESUS TO WALK ON HIS CLOAK. AND HE WALKED ON IT, AND WENT ILL. AND AS HE WENT IN, THE STANDARDS WERE AGAIN BENT DOWN, AND ADORED JESUS. 
CHAPTER 2
AND PILATE SEEING THIS, WAS AFRAID, AND SOUGHT TO GO AWAY FROM THE TRIBUNAL; BUT WHEN HE WAS STILL [SEXUALLY] THINKING OF GOING AWAY, HIS WIFE SENT TO HIM, SAYING: HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THIS JUST MAN, FOR MANY THINGS HAVE I SUFFERED ON HIS ACCOUNT THIS NIGHT. AND PILATE, SUMMONING THE JEWS, SAYS TO THEM: YOU KNOW THAT MY WIFE IS A WORSHIPPER OF GOD, AND PREFERS TO ADHERE TO THE JEWISH RELIGION ALONG WITH YOU. THEY SAY TO HIM: YES; WE KNOW. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: BEHOLD, MY WIFE HAS SENT TO ME, SAYING, HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THIS JUST MAN, FOR MANY THINGS HAVE I SUFFERED ON ACCOUNT OF HIM THIS NIGHT. AND THE JEWS ANSWERING, SAY UNTO PILATE: DID WE NOT TELL THEE THAT HE WAS A SORCERER? BEHOLD, HE HAS SENT A DREAM TO THY WIFE. AND PILATE, HAVING SUMMONED JESUS, SAYS TO HIM: WHAT DO THESE, WITNESS AGAINST THEE? SAYEST THOU NOTHING? AND JESUS SAID: UNLESS THEY HAD THE POWER, THEY WOULD SAY NOTHING; FOR EVERY ONE HAS THE POWER OF HIS OWN MOUTH TO SPEAK BOTH GOOD AND EVIL. THEY SHALL SEE TO IT. AND THE EIDERS OF THE JEWS ANSWERED, AND SAID TO JESUS: WHAT SHALL WE SEE? FIRST, THAT THOU WAST BORN OF FORNICATION; SECONDLY, THAT THY BIRTH IN BETHLEHEM WAS THE CAUSE OF THE MURDER OF THE INFANTS; THIRDLY, THAT THY FATHER JOSEPH AND THY MOTHER MARY FLED INTO EGYPT BECAUSE THEY HAD NO CONFIDENCE IN THE PEOPLE. SOME OF THE BYSTANDERS, PIOUS MEN OF THE JEWS, SAY: WE DENY THAT HE WAS BORN OF FORNICATION; FOR WE KNOW THAT JOSEPH ESPOUSED MARY, AND HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION. PILATE SAYS TO THE JEWS WHO SAID THAT HE WAS OF FORNICATION: THIS STORY OF YOURS IS NOT TRUE, BECAUSE THEY WERE BETROTHED, AS ALSO THESE FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN OF YOURS SAY. ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SAY TO PILATE: ALL THE MULTITUDE OF US CRY OUT THAT HE WAS BORN OF FORNICATION, AND ARE NOT BELIEVED; THESE ARE PROSELYTES, AND HIS DISCIPLES. AND PILATE, CALLING ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, SAYS TO THEM: WHAT ARE PROSELYTES? THEY SAY TO HIM: THEY ARE BY BIRTH CHILDREN OF THE GREEKS, AND HAVE NOW BECOME JEWS. AND THOSE THAT SAID THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, VIZ.-LAZARUS, ASTERIUS, ANTONIUS, JAMES, ATONES, ZERAS, SAMUEL, ISAAC, PHINEES, CRISPUS, AGRIPPAS, AND JUDAS -SAY: WE ARE NOT PROSELYTES, BUT ARE CHILDREN OF THE JEWS, AND SPEAK OF THE TRUTH; FOR WE WERE PRESENT AT THE BETROTHAL OF JOSEPH AND MARY. AND PILATE, CALLING THESE TWELVE MEN WHO SAID THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, SAYS TO THEM: I ADJURE YOU BY THE HEALTH OF CAESAR, TO TELL ME WHETHER IT BE TRUE THAT YOU SAY, THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION. THEY SAY TO PILATE: WE HAVE A [SEXLESS] LAW AGAINST TAKING OATHS, BECAUSE IT IS A [SEXUAL] SIN; BUT THEY WILL SWEAR BY THE HEALTH OF CAESAR, THAT IT IS NOT AS WE HAVE SAID, AND WE ARE LIABLE TO DEATH. PILATE SAYS TO ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS: HAVE YOU NOTHING TO ANSWER TO THIS? ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SAY TO PILATE: THESE TWELVE ARE BELIEVED WHEN THEY SAY THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION; ALL THE MULTITUDE OF US CRY OUT THAT HE WAS BORN OF FORNICATION, AND THAT HE IS A SORCERER, AND HE SAYS THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD AND A KING, AND WE ARE NOT BELIEVED. AND PILATE ORDERS ALL THE MULTITUDE TO GO OUT, EXCEPT THE TWELVE MEN WHO SAID THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, AND HE ORDERED JESUS TO BE SEPARATED FROM THEM. AND PILATE SAYS TO THEM: FOR WHAT REASON DO THEY WISH TO PUT HIM TO DEATH? THEY SAY TO HIM: THEY ARE ANGRY BECAUSE HE CURES ON THE SABBATH. PILATE SAYS: FOR A GOOD WORK DO THEY WISH TO PUT HIM TO DEATH? THEY SAY TO HIM: YES.
CHAPTER 3
AND PILATE, FILLED WITH RAGE, WENT OUTSIDE OF THE PRAETORIUM, AND SAID TO THEM: I TAKE THE SUN TO WITNESS THAT I FIND NO FAULT IN THIS MAN. THE JEWS ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE PROCURATOR: UNLESS THIS MAN WERE AN EVIL-DOER, WE SHOULD NOT HAVE DELIVERED HIM TO THEE. AND PILATE SAID, DO, YOU TAKE HIM, AND JUDGE HIM ACCORDING TO YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW. THE JEWS SAID TO PILATE: IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR US TO PUT ANY ONE TO DEATH. PILATE SAID: HAS GOD SAID THAT YOU ARE NOT TO PUT TO DEATH, BUT THAT I AM? AND PILATE WENT AGAIN INTO THE PRAETORIUM, AND SPOKE TO JESUS PRIVATELY, AND SAID TO HIM: ART THOU THE KING OF THE JEWS? JESUS ANSWERED PILATE: DOST THOU SAY THIS OF THYSELF, OR HAVE OTHERS SAID IT TO THEE OF ME? PILATE ANSWERED JESUS: AM I ALSO A JEW? THY NATION AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS HAVE GIVEN THEE UP TO ME. WHAT HAST THOU DONE? JESUS ANSWERED: MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD; FOR IF MY KINGDOM WERE OF THIS WORLD, MY SERVANTS WOULD FIGHT IN ORDER THAT I SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN UP TO THE JEWS: BUT NOW MY KINGDOM IS NOT FROM THENCE. PILATE SAID TO HIM: ART THOU THEN A KING? JESUS ANSWERED HIM: THOU SAYEST THAT I AM A KING. BECAUSE FOR THIS, HAVE I BEEN BORN, AND HAVE I COME, IN ORDER THAT EVERY ONE WHO IS OF THE TRUTH MIGHT HEAR MY VOICE. PILATE SAYS TO HIM: WHAT IS TRUTH? JESUS SAYS TO HIM: TRUTH IS FROM HEAVEN. PILATE SAYS: IS TRUTH NOT UPON EARTH? JESUS SAYS TO PILATE: THOU SEEST HOW THOSE WHO SPEAK THE TRUTH ARE JUDGED BY THOSE THAT HAVE THE POWER UPON EARTH.
CHAPTER 4
AND LEAVING JESUS WITHIN THE PRAETORIUM, PILATE WENT OUT TO THE JEWS, AND SAID TO THEM: I FIND NO FAULT IN HIM. THE JEWS SAY TO HIM: HE SAID, I CAN DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND IN THREE DAYS BUILD IT. PILATE SAYS: WHAT TEMPLE? THE JEWS SAY: THE ONE THAT SOLOMON BUILT IN FORTY-SIX YEARS, AND THIS MAN SPEAKS OF PULLING IT DOWN AND BUILDING IT IN THREE DAYS. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: I AM INNOCENT OF THE BLOOD OF THIS JUST MAN. SEE YOU TO IT. THE JEWS SAY: HIS BLOOD BE UPON US, AND UPON OUR CHILDREN. AND PILATE HAVING SUMMONED THE EIDERS AND PRIESTS AND LEVITES, SAID TO THEM PRIVATELY: DO NOT ACT THUS, BECAUSE NO CHARGE THAT YOU BRING AGAINST HIM IS WORTHY OF DEATH; FOR YOUR CHARGE IS ABOUT CURING AND SABBATH PROFANATION. THE ELDERS AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SAY: IF ANY ONE, SPEAK EVIL AGAINST CAESAR, IS HE WORTHY OF DEATH OR NOT? PILATE SAYS: HE IS WORTHY OF DEATH THE JEWS SAY TO PILATE: IF ANY ONE, SPEAK EVIL, AGAINST CAESAR, HE IS WORTHY OF DEATH; BUT THIS MAN HAS SPOKEN EVIL AGAINST GOD. AND THE PROCURATOR ORDERED THE JEWS TO GO OUTSIDE OF THE PRAETORIUM; AND SUMMONING JESUS, HE SAYS TO HIM: WHAT SHALL I DO TO THEE? JESUS SAYS TO PILATE: AS IT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THEE. PILATE SAYS: HOW GIVEN? JESUS SAYS: MOSES AND THE PROPHETS HAVE PROCLAIMED BEFOREHAND OF MY DEATH AND RESURRECTION. AND THE JEWS NOTICING THIS, AND HEARING IT, SAY TO PILATE: WHAT MORE WILT THOU HEAR OF THIS BLASPHEMY? PILATE SAYS TO THE JEWS: IF THESE WORDS BE BLASPHEMOUS, DO YOU TAKE HIM FOR THE BLASPHEMY, AND LEAD HIM AWAY TO YOUR SYNAGOGUE, AND JUDGE HIM ACCORDING TO YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW. THE JEWS SAY TO PILATE: OUR [SEXLESS] LAW BEARS THAT A MAN WHO WRONGS HIS FELLOW-MEN IS WORTHY TO RECEIVE FORTY SAVE ONE; BUT HE THAT BLASPHEMETH GOD IS TO BE STONED WITH STONES. PILATE SAYS TO THEM: DO YOU TAKE HIM, AND PUNISH HIM IN WHATEVER WAY YOU PLEASE. THE JEWS SAY TO PILATE: WE WISH THAT HE BE CRUCIFIED. PILATE SAYS: HE IS NOT DESERVING OF CRUCIFIXION. AND THE PROCURATOR, LOOKING ROUND UPON THE CROWDS OF THE JEWS STANDING BY, SEES MANY OF THE JEWS WEEPING, AND SAYS: ALL THE MULTITUDE DO NOT WISH HIM TO DIE. THE ELDERS OF THE JEWS SAY: FOR THIS REASON, ALL THE MULTITUDE OF US HAVE COME, THAT HE SHOULD DIE. PILATE SAYS TO THE JEWS: WHY SHOULD HE DIE? THE JEWS SAY: BECAUSE HE CALLED HIMSELF SON OF GOD, AND KING.
CHAPTER 5
AND ONE NICODEMUS, A JEW, STOOD BEFORE THE PROCURATOR, AND SAID: I BESEECH YOUR HONOUR, LET ME SAY A FEW WORDS. PILATE SAYS: SAY ON. NICODEMUS SAYS: I SAID TO THE ELDERS AND THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, AND TO ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS IN THE SYNAGOGUE, WHAT, DO YOU SEEK TO DO WITH THIS MAN? THIS MAN MANY MIRACLES AND STRANGE THINGS, WHICH NO ONE HAS DONE OR WILL DO. LET HIM GO, AND DO NOT WISH ANY EVIL AGAINST HIM. IF THE MIRACLES WHICH HE DOES ARE OF GOD, THEY WILL STAND; BUT IF MAN, THEY WILL COME TO NOTHING. FOR ASSUREDLY MOSES, BEING SENT BY GOD INTO EGYPT, DID MANY MIRACLES, WHICH THE LORD COMMANDED HIM TO DO BEFORE PHARAOH KING OF EGYPT. AND THERE WERE THERE JANNES AND JAMBRES, SERVANTS OF PHARAOH, AND THEY ALSO DID NOT A FEW OF THE MIRACLES WHICH MOSES DID; AND THE EGYPTIANS TOOK THEM TO BE GODS, THIS JANNES AND THIS JAMBRES. BUT, SINCE THE MIRACLES WHICH THEY DID WERE NOT OF GOD, BOTH THEY AND THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN THEM WERE DESTROYED. AND NOW RELEASE THIS MAN, FOR HE IS NOT DESERVING OF DEATH. THE JEWS SAY TO NICODEMUS: THOU HAST BECOME HIS DISCIPLE, AND THEREFORE THOU DEFENDEST HIM. NICODEMUS SAYS TO THEM: PERHAPS, TOO, THE PROCURATOR HAS BECOME HIS DISCIPLE, BECAUSE HE DEFENDS HIM. HAS THE EMPEROR NOT APPOINTED HIM TO THIS PLACE OF DIGNITY? AND THE JEWS WERE VEHEMENTLY ENRAGED, AND GNASHED THEIR TEETH AGAINST NICODEMUS. PILATE SAYS TO I THEM: WHY DO YOU GNASH YOUR TEETH AGAINST HIM WHEN YOU HEAR THE TRUTH? THE JEWS SAY TO NICODEMUS: MAYST THOU RECEIVE HIS TRUTH AND HIS PORTION. NICODEMUS SAYS: AMEN, AMEN; MAY I RECEIVE IT, AS YOU HAVE SAID.
CHAPTER 6
ONE OF THE JEWS, STEPPING UP, ASKED LEAVE OF THE PROCURATOR TO SAY A WORD. THE PROCURATOR SAYS: IF THOU WISHEST TO SAY ANY THING, SAY ON AND THE JEW SAID: THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS I LAY IN MY BED IN GREAT AGONY. AND WHEN JESUS CAME, MANY DEMONIACS, AND MANY LYING ILL OF VARIOUS DISEASES, WERE CURED BY HIM. AND SOME YOUNG MEN, TAKING PITY ON ME, CARRIED ME, BED AND ALL, AND TOOK ME TO HIM. AND WHEN JESUS SAW ME, BED HAD COMPASSION ON ME, AND SAID TO ME: TAKE UP THY COUCH AND WALK. AND I TOOK UP MY COUCH, AND WALKED. THE JEWS SAY TO PILATE: ASK HIM ON WHAT DAY IT WAS THAT HE WAS CURED. HE THAT HAD BEEN CURED SAYS: ON A SABBATH. THE JEWS SAY: IS NOT THIS THE VERY THING THAT WE SAID, THAT ON A SABBATH HE CURES AND CASTS OUT DEMONS? AND ANOTHER JEW STEPPED UP AND SAID: I WAS BORN BLIND; I HEARD SOUNDS, BUT SAW NOT A FACE. AND AS JESUS PASSED BY, I CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, PITY ME, O SON OF DAVID. AND HE PITIED ME, AND PUT HIS HANDS UPON MY EYES, AND I INSTANTLY RECEIVED MY SIGHT. AND ANOTHER JEW STEPPED UP AND SAID: I WAS CROOKED, AND HE STRAIGHTENED ME WITH A WORD. AND ANOTHER SAID: I WAS A LEPER, AND HE CURED ME WITH A WORD. 
CHAPTER 7
AND A WOMAN CRIED OUT FROM A DISTANCE, AND SAID: I HAD AN ISSUE OF BLOOD, AND I TOUCHED THE HEM OF HIS GARMENT, AND THE ISSUE OF BLOOD WHICH I HAD HAD FOR TWELVE YEARS WAS STOPPED. THE JEWS SAY: WE HAVE A [SEXLESS] LAW, THAT A WOMAN'S EVIDENCE IS NOT TO BE RECEIVED. 
CHAPTER 8
AND OTHERS, A MULTITUDE BOTH OF MEN AND WOMEN, CRIED OUT, SAYING: THIS MAN IS A PROPHET, AND THE DEMONS ARE SUBJECT TO HIM. PILATE SAYS TO THEM WHO SAID THAT THE DEMONS WERE SUBJECT TO HIM: WHY, THEN, WERE NOT YOUR TEACHERS ALSO SUBJECT TO HIM? THEY SAY TO PILATE: WE DO NOT KNOW. AND OTHERS SAID: HE RAISED LAZARUS FROM THE TOMB AFTER HE HAD BEEN DEAD FOUR DAYS. AND THE PROCURATOR TREMBLED, AND SAID TO ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS: WHY DO YOU WISH TO POUR OUT INNOCENT BLOOD? 
CHAPTER 9
AND HAVING SUMMONED NICODEMUS AND THE TWELVE MEN THAT SAID HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, HE SAYS TO THEM: WHAT SHALL I DO, BECAUSE THERE IS AN INSURRECTION AMONG THE PEOPLE? THEY SAY TO HIM: WE KNOW NOT; LET THEM SEE TO IT. AGAIN PILATE, HAVING SUMMONED ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS, SAYS: YOU KNOW THAT IT IS CUSTOMARY, AT THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, TO RELEASE ONE PRISONER TO YOU. I HAVE ONE CONDEMNED PRISONER IN THE PRISON, A MURDERER NAMED BARABBAS, AND THIS MAN STANDING IN YOUR PRESENCE, JESUS, IN WHOM I FIND NO FAULT. WHICH OF THEM DO YOU WISH ME TO RELEASE TO YOU? AND THEY CRY OUT: BARABBAS. PILATE SAYS: WHAT, THEN, SHALL WE DO TO JESUS WHO IS CALLED CHRIST? THE JEWS SAY: LET HIM BE CRUCIFIED. AND OTHERS SAID: THOU ART NO FRIEND OF CAESAR'S IF THOU RELEASE THIS MAN, BECAUSE HE CALLED HIMSELF SON OF GOD AND KING. YOU WISH, THEN, THIS MAN TO BE KING, AND NOT CAESAR? AND PILATE, IN A RAGE, SAYS TO THE JEWS: ALWAYS HAS YOUR NATION BEEN REBELLIOUS, AND YOU ALWAYS SPEAK AGAINST YOUR BENEFACTORS. THE JEWS SAY: WHAT BENEFACTORS? HE SAYS TO THEM: YOUR GOD LED YOU OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT FROM BITTER SLAVERY, AND BROUGHT YOU SAFE THROUGH THE SEA AS THROUGH DRY LAND, AND IN THE DESERT FED YOU WITH MANNA, AND GAVE YOU QUAILS, AND QUENCHED YOUR THIRST WITH WATER FROM A ROCK, AND GAVE YOU A [SEXLESS] LAW, AND IN ALL THESE THINGS YOU [SEXUALLY] PROVOKED YOUR GOD TO ANGER, AND SOUGHT A MOLTEN CALF. AND YOU EXASPERATED YOUR GOD, AND HE SOUGHT TO SLAY YOU. AND MOSES PRAYED FOR YOU, AND YOU WERE NOT PUT TO DEATH. AND NOW YOU CHARGE ME WITH HATING THE EMPEROR. AND RISING UP FROM THE TRIBUNAL, HE SOUGHT TO GO OUT. AND THE JEWS CRY OUT, AND SAY: WE KNOW THAT CAESAR IS KING, AND NOT JESUS. FOR ASSUREDLY THE MAGI BROUGHT GIFTS TO HIM AS TO A KING. AND WHEN HEROD HEARD FROM THE MAGI THAT A KING HAD BEEN BORN, HE SOUGHT TO SLAY HIM; AND HIS FATHER JOSEPH, KNOWING THIS, TOOK HIM AND HIS MOTHER, AND THEY FLED INTO EGYPT. AND HEROD HEARING OF IT, DESTROYED THE CHILDREN OF THE HEBREWS THAT HAD BEEN BORN IN BETHLEHEM. AND WHEN PILATE HEARD THESE WORDS, HE WAS AFRAID; AND ORDERING THE CROWD TO KEEP SILENCE, BECAUSE THEY WERE CRYING OUT, HE SAID TO THEM: SO, THIS IS HE WHOM HEROD SOUGHT? THE JEWS SAY: YES, IT IS HE. AND, TAKING WATER, PILATE WASHED HIS HANDS IN THE FACE OF THE SUN, SAYING: I AM INNOCENT OF THE BLOOD OF THIS JUST MAN; SEE YOU TO IT. AGAIN, THE JEWS CRY OUT: HIS BLOOD BE UPON US, AND UPON OUR CHILDREN. THEN PILATE ORDERED THE CURTAIN OF THE TRIBUNAL WHERE HE WAS SITTING TO BE DRAWN, AND SAYS TO JESUS: THY NATION HAS CHARGED THEE WITH BEING A KING. ON THIS ACCOUNT I SENTENCE THEE, FIRST TO BE SCOURGED, ACCORDING TO THE ENACTMENT OF VENERABLE KINGS, AND THEN TO BE FASTENED ON THE CROSS IN THE GARDEN WHERE THOU WAST SEIZED. AND LET DYSMAS AND GESTAS, THE TWO MALEFACTORS, BE CRUCIFIED WITH THEE. 
CHAPTER 10
AND JESUS WENT FORTH OUT OF THE PRAETORIUM, AND THE TWO MALEFACTORS WITH HIM. AND WHEN THEY CAME TO THE PLACE, THEY STRIPPED HIM OF HIS CLOTHES, AND GIRDED HIM WITH A TOWEL, AND PUT A CROWN OF THORNS ON HIM ROUND HIS HEAD. AND THEY CRUCIFIED HIM; AND AT THE SAME TIME ALSO THEY HUNG UP THE TWO MALEFACTORS ALONG WITH HIM. AND JESUS SAID: FATHER [STEPHEN], FORGIVE THEM, FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO. AND THE SOLDIERS PARTED HIS CLOTHES AMONG THEM; AND THE PEOPLE STOOD LOOKING AT HIM. AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS, AND THE RULERS WITH THEM, MOCKED HIM, SAYING: HE SAVED OTHERS; LET HIM SAVE HIMSELF. IF HE BE THE SON OF GOD, LET HIM COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS. AND THE SOLDIERS MADE SPORT OF HIM, COMING NEAR AND OFFERING HIM VINEGAR MIXED WITH GALL, AND SAID: THOU ART THE KING OF THE JEWS; SAVE THYSELF. AND PILATE, AFTER THE SENTENCE, ORDERED THE CHARGE MADE AGAINST HIM TO BE INSCRIBED AS A SUPERSCRIPTION IN GREEK, AND LATIN, AND HEBREW, ACCORDING TO WHAT THE JEWS HAD SAID: HE IS KING OF THE JEWS. AND ONE OF THE MALEFACTORS HANGING UP SPOKE TO HIM, SAYING: IF THOU BE THE CHRIST, SAVE THYSELF AND US. AND DYSMAS ANSWERING, REPROVED HIM, SAYING: DOST THOU NOT FEAR GOD, BECAUSE THOU ART IN THE SAME CONDEMNATION? AND WE INDEED JUSTLY, FOR WE RECEIVE THE FIT PUNISHMENT OF OUR [SEXUAL] DEEDS; BUT THIS MAN HAS DONE NO EVIL. AND HE SAID TO JESUS: REMEMBER ME, LORD, IN THY KINGDOM. AND JESUS SAID TO HIM: AMEN, AMEN; I SAY TO THEE, TO-DAY SHALL THOU BE WITH ME IN PARADISE. 
CHAPTER 11
AND IT WAS ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR, AND THERE WAS DARKNESS OVER THE EARTH UNTIL THE NINTH HOUR, THE SUN BEING DARKENED; AND THE CURTAIN OF THE TEMPLE WAS SPLIT IN THE MIDDLE. AND CRYING OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, JESUS SAID: FATHER [STEPHEN], BADDACH EPHKID RUEL, WHICH IS, INTERPRETED: INTO THY HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT. AND HAVING SAID THIS, HE GAVE UP THE GHOST. AND THE CENTURION, SEEING WHAT HAD HAPPENED, GLORIFIED GOD, AND SAID: THIS WAS A JUST MAN. AND ALL THE CROWDS THAT WERE PRESENT AT THIS SPECTACLE, WHEN THEY SAW WHAT HAD HAPPENED, BEAT THEIR BREASTS AND WENT AWAY. AND THE CENTURION REPORTED WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO THE PROCURATOR. AND WHEN THE PROCURATOR AND HIS WIFE HEARD IT, THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY GRIEVED, AND NEITHER ATE NOR DRANK THAT DAY. AND PILATE SENT FOR THE JEWS, AND SAID TO THEM: HAVE YOU SEEN WHAT HAS HAPPENED? AND THEY SAY: THERE HAS BEEN AN ECLIPSE OF THE SUN IN THE USUAL WAY. AND HIS ACQUAINTANCES WERE STANDING AT A DISTANCE, AND THE WOMEN WHO CAME WITH HIM FROM GALILEE, SEEING THESE THINGS. AND A MAN NAMED JOSEPH, A COUNCILLOR FROM THE CITY OF ARIMATHAEA, WHO ALSO WAITED FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD, WENT TO PILATE, AND BEGGED THE BODY OF JESUS. AND HE TOOK IT DOWN, AND WRAPPED IT IN CLEAN LINEN, AND PLACED IT IN A TOMB HEWN OUT OF THE ROCK, IN WHICH NO ONE HAD EVER LAIN. 
CHAPTER 12
AND THE JEWS, HEARING THAT JOSEPH HAD BEGGED THE BOOTY OF JESUS, SOUGHT HIM AND THE TWELVE WHO SAID THAT JESUS WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, AND NICODEMUS, AND MANY OTHERS WHO HAD STEPPED UP BEFORE PILATE AND DECLARED HIS GOOD WORKS. AND OF ALL THESE THAT WERE HID, NICODEMUS ALONE WAS SEEN BY THEM, BECAUSE HE WAS A RULER OF THE JEWS. AND NICODEMUS SAYS TO THEM: HOW HAVE YOU COME INTO THE SYNAGOGUE? THE JEWS SAY TO HIM: HOW HAST THOU COME INTO THE SYNAGOGUE? FOR THOU ART A CONFEDERATE OF HIS, AND HIS PORTION IS WITH THEE IN THE WORLD TO COME. NICODEMUS SAYS: AMEN, AMEN. AND LIKEWISE, JOSEPH ALSO STEPPED OUT AND SAID TO THEM: WHY ARE YOU ANGRY AGAINST ME BECAUSE I BEGGED THE BODY OF JESUS? BEHOLD, I HAVE PUT HIM IN MY NEW TOMB, WRAPPING HIM IN CLEAN LINEN; AND I HAVE ROLLED A STONE TO THE DOOR OF THE TOMB. AND YOU HAVE ACTED NOT WELL AGAINST THE JUST MAN, BECAUSE YOU HAVE NOT REPENTED OF CRUCIFYING HIM, BUT ALSO HAVE PIERCED HIM WITH A SPEAR. AND THE JEWS SEIZED JOSEPH, AND ORDERED HIM TO BE SECURED UNTIL THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, AND SAID TO HIM: KNOW THAT THE TIME DOES NOT ALLOW US TO DO ANYTHING AGAINST THEE, BECAUSE THE SABBATH IS DAWNING; AND KNOW THAT THOU SHALL NOT BE DEEMED WORTHY OF BURIAL, BUT WE SHALL GIVE THY FLESH TO THE BIRDS OF THE AIR. JOSEPH SAYS TO THEM: THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT GOLIATH, WHO REPROACHED THE LIVING GOD AND HOLY DAVID. FOR GOD HAS SAID BY THE PROPHET, VENGEANCE IS MINE, AND I WILL REPAY, SAITH THE LORD. AND NOW HE THAT IS UNCIRCUMCISED IN FLESH, BUT CIRCUMCISED IN HEART, HAS TAKEN WATER, AND WASHED HIS HANDS IN THE FACE OF THE SUN, SAYING, I AM INNOCENT OF THE BLOOD OF THIS JUST MAN; SEE YE TO IT. AND YOU ANSWERED AND SAID TO PILATE, HIS BLOOD BE UPON US, AND UPON OUR CHILDREN. AND NOW I AM AFRAID LEST THE WRATH OF GOD COME UPON YOU, AND UPON YOUR CHILDREN, AS YOU HAVE SAID. AND THE JEWS, HEARING THESE WORDS, WERE EMBITTERED IN THEIR SOULS, AND SEIZED JOSEPH, AND LOCKED HIM INTO A ROOM WHERE THERE WAS NO WINDOW; AND GUARDS WERE STATIONED AT THE DOOR, AND THEY SEALED THE DOOR WHERE JOSEPH WAS LOCKED IN. AND ON THE SABBATH, THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, MADE A DECREE THAT ALL SHOULD BE FOUND IN THE SYNAGOGUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK. AND RISING UP EARLY, ALL THE MULTITUDE IN THE SYNAGOGUE CONSULTED BY WHAT DEATH THEY SHOULD SLAY HIM. AND WHEN THE SANHEDRIN WAS SITTING, THEY ORDERED HIM TO BE BROUGHT WITH MUCH INDIGNITY. AND HAVING OPENED THE DOOR, THEY FOUND HIM NOT. AND ALL THE PEOPLE WERE SURPRISED, AND STRUCK WITH DISMAY, BECAUSE THEY FOUND THE SEALS UNBROKEN. AND BECAUSE CAIAPHAS HAD THE KEY. AND THEY NO LONGER DARED TO LAY HANDS UPON THOSE WHO HAD SPOKEN BEFORE PILATE IN JESUS' BEHALF.
CHAPTER 13
AND WHILE THEY WERE STILL SITTING IN THE SYNAGOGUE, AND WONDERING ABOUT JOSEPH, THERE COME SOME OF THE GUARD WHOM THE JEWS HAD BEGGED OF PILATE TO GUARD THE TOMB OF JESUS, THAT HIS DISCIPLES MIGHT NOT COME AND STEAL HIM. AND THEY REPORTED TO THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, WHAT HAD HAPPENED: HOW THERE HAD BEEN A GREAT EARTHQUAKE; AND WE SAW AN ANGEL COMING DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND HE ROLLED AWAY THE STONE FROM THE MOUTH OF THE TOMB, AND SAT UPON IT; AND HE SHONE LIKE SNOW, AND LIKE LIGHTNING. AND WE WERE VERY MUCH AFRAID, AND LAY LIKE DEAD MEN; AND WE HEARD THE VOICE OF THE ANGEL SAYING TO THE WOMEN WHO REMAINED BESIDE THE TOMB, BE NOT AFRAID, FOR I KNOW THAT YOU SEEK JESUS WHO WAS CRUCIFIED. HE IS NOT HERE: HE IS RISEN, AS HE SAID. COME, SEE THE PLACE WHERE THE LORD LAY: AND GO QUICKLY, AND TELL HIS DISCIPLES THAT HE IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND IS IN GALILEE. THE JEWS SAY: TO WHAT WOMEN DID HE SPEAK? THE MEN OF THE GUARD SAY: WE DO NOT KNOW WHO THEY WERE. THE JEWS SAY: AT WHAT TIME WAS THIS? THE MEN OF THE GUARD SAY: AT MIDNIGHT. THE JEWS SAY: AND WHEREFORE DID YOU NOT LAY HOLD OF THEM? THE MEN OF THE GUARD SAY: WE WERE LIKE DEAD MEN FROM FEAR, NOT EXPECTING TO SEE THE LIGHT OF DAY, AND HOW COULD WE LAY HOLD OF THEM? THE JEWS SAY: AS THE LORD LIVETH, WE DO NOT BELIEVE YOU. THE MEN OF THE GUARD SAY TO THE JEWS: YOU HAVE SEEN SO GREAT MIRACLES IN THE CASE OF THIS MAN, AND HAVE NOT BELIEVED; AND HOW CAN YOU BELIEVE US? AND ASSUREDLY YOU HAVE DONE WELL TO SWEAR THAT THE LORD LIVETH, FOR INDEED HE DOES LIVE. AGAIN, THE MEN OF THE GUARD SAY: WE HAVE HEARD THAT YOU HAVE LOCKED UP THE MAN THAT BEGGED THE BODY OF JESUS, AND PUT A SEAL ON THE DOOR; AND THAT YOU HAVE OPENED IT, AND NOT FOUND HIM. DO YOU THEN GIVE US THE MAN WHOM YOU WERE GUARDING, AND WE SHALL GIVE YOU, JESUS! THE JEWS SAY: JOSEPH HAS GONE AWAY TO HIS OWN CITY. THE MEN OF THE GUARD SAY TO THE JEWS: AND JESUS HAS RISEN, AS WE HEARD FROM THE ANGEL, AND IS IN GALILEE. AND WHEN THE JEWS HEARD THESE WORDS, THEY WERE VERY MUCH AFRAID, AND SAID: WE MUST TAKE CARE LEST THIS STORY HE HEARD, AND ALL INCLINE TO JESUS. AND THE JEWS CALLED A COUNCIL, AND PAID DOWN A CONSIDERABLE SUM OF MONEY, AND GAVE IT TO THE SOLDIERS, SAYING: SAY, WHILE WE SLEPT, HIS DISCIPLES CAME BY NIGHT AND STOLE HIM; AND IF THIS COME TO THE EARS OF THE PROCURATOR, WE SHALL PERSUADE HIM, AND KEEP YOU OUT OF TROUBLE. AND THEY TOOK IT, AND SAID AS THE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED.
CHAPTER 14
AND PHINEES A PRIEST, AND ADAS A TEACHER, AND HAGGAI A LEVITE, CAME DOWN FROM GALILEE TO JERUSALEM, AND SAID TO THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES: WE SAW JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES SITTING ON THE MOUNTAIN CALLED MAMILCH; AND HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, GO INTO ALL THE WORLD, AND PREACH TO EVERY CREATURE: HE THAT BELIEVETH AND IS BAPTIZED SHALL BE SAVED, AND HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT SHALL BE CONDEMNED. AND THESE SIGNS SHALL ATTEND THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED: IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THEY SHALL CAST OUT DEMONS, SPEAK NEW TONGUES, TAKE UP SERPENTS; AND IF THEY DRINK ANY DEADLY THING, IT SHALL BY NO MEANS HURT THEM; THEY SHALL LAY HANDS ON THE SICK, AND THEY SHALL BE WELL. AND WHILE JESUS WAS SPEAKING TO HIS DISCIPLES, WE SAW HIM TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN. THE ELDERS AND THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES SAY: GIVE GLORY TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL, AND CONFESS TO HIM WHETHER YOU HAVE HEARD AND SEEN THOSE THINGS OF WHICH YOU HAVE GIVEN US AN ACCOUNT. AND THOSE WHO HAD GIVEN THE ACCOUNT SAID: AS THE LORD LIVETH, THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, WE HEARD THESE THINGS, AND SAW HIM TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN. THE CIDERS AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SAY TO THEM: HAVE YOU COME TO GIVE US THIS ANNOUNCEMENT, OR TO OFFER PRAYER TO GOD? AND THEY SAY: TO OFFER PRAYER TO GOD. THE ELDERS AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SAY TO THEM: IF YOU HAVE COME TO OFFER PRAYER TO GOD, WHY THEN HAVE YOU TOLD THESE IDLE TALES IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL THE PEOPLE? SAYS PHINEES THE PRIEST, AND ATLAS THE TEACHER, AND HAGGAI THE LEVITE TO THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUES. AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES: IF WHAT WE HAVE SAID AND SEEN BE [SEXUALLY] SINFUL, BEHOLD, WE ARE BEFORE YOU; DO TO US AS SEEMS GOOD IN YOUR EYES. AND THEY TOOK THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND MADE THEM SWEAR UPON IT, NOT TO GIVE ANY MORE AN ACCOUNT OF THESE MATTERS TO ANY ONE. AND THEY GAVE THEM TO CAT AND DRINK, AND SENT THEM OUT OF THE CITY, HAVING GIVEN THEM ALSO MONEY, AND THREE MEN WITH THEM; AND THEY SENT THEM AWAY TO GALILEE.AND THESE MEN HAVING GONE INTO GALILEE, THE CHIEF PRIESTS, AND THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE ELDERS, CAME TOGETHER INTO THE SYNAGOGUE, AND LOCKED THE DOOR, AND LAMENTED WITH A GREAT LAMENTATION, SAYING: IS THIS A MIRACLE THAT HAS HAPPENED IN ISRAEL? AND ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SAID: WHY ARE YOU SO MUCH MOVED? WHY DO YOU WEEP? DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT HIS DISCIPLES HAVE GIVEN A SUM OF GOLD TO THE GUARDS OF THE TOMB, AND HAVE INSTRUCTED THEM TO SAY THAT AN ANGEL CAME DOWN AND ROLLED AWAY THE STONE FROM THE DOOR OF THE TOMB? AND THE PRIESTS AND THE ELDERS SAID: BE IT THAT HIS DISCIPLES HAVE STOLEN HIS BODY; HOW IS IT THAT THE LIFE HAS COME INTO HIS BODY, AND THAT HE IS GOING, ABOUT IN GALILEE? AND THEY BEING UNABLE TO GIVE AN ANSWER TO THESE THINGS, SAID, AFTER GREAT HESITATION: IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR US TO BELIEVE THE UNCIRCUMCISED. 
CHAPTER 15
AND NICODEMUS STOOD UP, AND STOOD BEFORE THE SANHEDRIN, SAYING: YOU SAY WELL; YOU ARE NOT IGNORANT, YOU PEOPLE OF THE LORD, OF THESE MEN THAT COME DOWN FROM GALILEE, THAT THEY FEAR GOD, AND ARE MEN OF SUBSTANCE, HATERS OF COVETOUSNESS, MEN OF PEACE; AND THEY HAVE DECLARED WITH AN OATH. WE SAW JESUS UPON THE MOUNTAIN MAMILCH WITH HIS DISCIPLES, AND HE TAUGHT WHAT WE HEARD FROM HIM, AND WE SAW HIM TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN. AND NO ONE ASKED THEM IN WHAT FORM HE WENT UP. FOR ASSUREDLY, AS THE BOOK OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES TAUGHT US, HELIAS ALSO WAS TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN, AND ELISSAEUS CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND HELIAS THREW HIS SHEEPSKIN UPON ELISSAEUS, AND ELISSAEUS THREW HIS SHEEPSKIN UPON THE JORDAN, AND CROSSED, AND CAME INTO JERICHO. AND THE CHILDREN OF THE PROPHETS MET HIM, AND SAID, O ELISSAEUS, WHERE IS THY MASTER HELIAS? AND HE SAID, HE HAS BEEN TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN. AND THEY SAID TO ELISSAEUS, HAS NOT A SPIRIT SEIZED HIM, ARID THROWN HIM UPON ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS? BUT LET US TAKE OUR SERVANTS WITH US, AND SEEK HIM. AND THEY PERSUADED ELISSAEUS, AND HE WENT AWAY WITH THEM. AND THEY SOUGHT HIM THREE DAYS, AND DID NOT FIND HIM; AND THEY KNEW HE HAD BEEN TAKEN UP. AND NOW LISTEN TO ME, AND LET US SEND INTO EVERY DISTRICT OF ISRAEL, AND SEE LEST PERCHANCE CHRIST HAS BEEN TAKEN UP BY A SPIRIT, AND THROWN UPON ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS? AND THIS PROPOSAL PLEASED ALL. AND THEY SENT INTO EVERY DISTRICT OF ISRAEL, AND SOUGHT JESUS, AND DID NOT FIND HIM; BUT THEY FOUND JOSEPH IN ARIMATHAEA, AND NO ONE DARED TO LAY HANDS ON HIM. AND THEY REPORTED TO THE ELDERS, AND THE PRIESTS, AND THE LEVITES: WE HAVE GONE [A] ROUND TO EVERY DISTRICT OF ISRAEL, AND HAVE NOT FOUND JESUS; BUT JOSEPH WE HAVE FOUND IN ARIMATHAEA. AND HEARING ABOUT JOSEPH, THEY WERE GLAD, AND GAVE GLORY TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL. AND THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, HAVING HELD A COUNCIL AS TO THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY SHOULD MEET WITH JOSEPH, TOOK A PIECE OF PAPER, AND WROTE TO JOSEPH AS FOLLOWS: PEACE TO THEE! WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST GOD, AND AGAINST THEE; AND WE HAVE PRAYED TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL, THAT THOU SHOULDST DEIGN TO COME TO THY FATHERS, AND TO THY CHILDREN, BECAUSE WE HAVE ALL BEEN GRIEVED. FOR HAVING OPENED THE DOOR, WE DID NOT FIND THEE. AND WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE [SEXUALLY] COUNSELLED EVIL [SEXUAL] COUNSEL AGAINST THEE; BUT THE LORD HAS DEFENDED THEE, AND THE LORD HIMSELF HAS SCATTERED TO THE WINDS OUR [SEXUAL] COUNSEL AGAINST THEE, O HONOURABLE FATHER JOSEPH. AND THEY CHOSE FROM ALL ISRAEL SEVEN MEN, FRIENDS OF JOSEPH, WHOM ALSO JOSEPH HIMSELF WAS ACQUAINTED WITH; AND THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, SAY TO THEM: TAKE NOTICE: IF, AFTER RECEIVING OUR LETTER, HE READ IT, KNOW THAT HE WILL COME WITH YOU TO US; BUT IF HE DO NOT READ IT, KNOW THAT HE IS ILL-DISPOSED TOWARDS US. AND HAVING SALUTED HIM IN PEACE, RETURN TO US. AND HAVING BLESSED THE MEN, THEY DISMISSED THEM. AND THE MEN CAME TO JOSEPH, AND DID REVERENCE TO HIM, AND SAID TO HIM: PEACE TO THEE! AND HE SAID: PEACE TO YOU, AND TO ALL THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL! AND THEY GAVE HIM THE ROLL OF THE LETTER. AND JOSEPH HAVING RECEIVED IT, READ THE LETTER AND ROLLED IT UP, AND BLESSED GOD, AND SAID: BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD, WHO HAS DELIVERED ISRAEL, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT SHED INNOCENT BLOOD; AND BLESSED BE THE LORD, WHO SENT OUT HIS ANGEL, AND COVERED ME UNDER HIS WINGS. AND HE SET A TABLE FOR THEM; AND THEY ATE AND DRANK, AND SLEPT THERE. AND THEY ROSE UP EARLY, AND PRAYED. AND JOSEPH SADDLED HIS ASS, AND SET OUT WITH THE MEN; AND THEY CAME TO THE HOLY CITY JERUSALEM. AND ALL THE PEOPLE MET JOSEPH, AND CRIED OUT: PEACE TO THEE IN THY COMING IN! AND HE SAID TO ALL THE PEOPLE: PEACE TO YOU! AND HE KISSED THEM. AND THE PEOPLE PRAYED WITH JOSEPH, AND THEY WERE ASTONISHED AT THE SIGHT OF HIM. AND NICODEMUS RECEIVED HIM INTO HIS HOUSE, AND MADE A GREAT FEAST, AND CALLED ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, AND THE ELDERS, AND THE PRIESTS, AND THE LEVITES TO HIS HOUSE. AND THEY REJOICED, EATING AND DRINKING WITH JOSEPH; AND AFTER SINGING HYMNS, EACH PROCEEDED TO HIS OWN HOUSE. BUT JOSEPH REMAINED IN THE HOUSE OF NICODEMUS. AND ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, WHICH WAS THE PREPARATION, THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES WENT EARLY TO THE HOUSE OF NICODEMUS; AND NICODEMUS MET THEM, AND SAID: PEACE TO YOU! AND THEY SAID: PEACE TO THEE, AND TO JOSEPH, AND TO ALL THY HOUSE, AND TO ALL THE HOUSE OF JOSEPH! AND HE BROUGHT THEM INTO HIS HOUSE. AND ALL THE SANHEDRIN SAT DOWN, AND JOSEPH SAT DOWN BETWEEN ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS: AND NO ONE DARED TO SAY A WORD TO HIM. AND JOSEPH SAID: WHY HAVE YOU CALLED ME? AND THEY SIGNALLED TO NICODEMUS TO SPEAK TO JOSEPH. AND NICODEMUS, OPENING HIS MOUTH, SAID TO JOSEPH: FATHER, THOU KNOWEST THAT THE HONOURABLE TEACHERS, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, SEE TO LEARN A WORD FROM THEE. AND JOSEPH SAID: ASK. AND ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS HAVING TAKEN THE [SEXLESS] LAW, MADE JOSEPH SWEAR, SAYING: GIVE GLORY TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL, AND GIVE HIM CONFESSION; FOR ACHAR BEING MADE TO SWEAR BY THE PROPHET JESUS, DID NOT FORSWEAR HIMSELF, BUT DECLARED UNTO HIM ALL, AND DID NOT HIDE A WORD FROM HIM. DO THOU ALSO ACCORDINGLY NOT HIDE FROM US TO THE EXTENT OF A WORD. AND JOSEPH SAID: I SHALL NOT HIDE FROM YOU ONE WORD. AND THEY SAID TO HIM: WITH GRIEF WAS WE GRIEVED BECAUSE THOU DIDST BEG THE BODY OF JESUS, AND WRAP IT IN CLEAN LINEN, AND LAY IT IN A TOMB. AND ON ACCOUNT OF THIS WE SECURED THEE IN A ROOM WHERE THERE WERE NO WINDOWS: AND WE PUT LOCKS AND SEALS UPON THE DOORS AND GUARDS KEPT WATCHING WHERE THOU WAST LOCKED IN AND, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK WE OPENED, AND FOUND THEE NOT, AND WERE GRIEVED EXCEEDINGLY; AND ASTONISHMENT FELL UPON ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD UNTIL YESTERDAY. AND NOW RELATE TO US WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO THEE. AND JOSEPH SAID: ON THE PREPARATION, ABOUT THE TENTH HOUR, YOU LOCKED ME UP, AND I REMAINED ALL THE SABBATH. AND AT MIDNIGHT, AS I WAS STANDING AND PRAYING, THE ROOM WHERE YOU LOCKED ME IN WAS HUNG UP BY THE FOUR CORNERS, AND I SAW A LIGHT LIKE LIGHTNING INTO MY EYES. AND I WAS AFRAID, AND FELL TO THE GROUND. AND SOME ONE TOOK ME BY THE HAND, AND REMOVED ME FROM THE PLACE WHERE I HAD FALLEN; AND MOISTURE OF WATER WAS POURED FROM MY HEAD EVEN TO MY FEET, AND A SMELL OF PERFUMES CAME ABOUT MY NOSTRILS. AND HE WIPED MY FACE, AND KISSED ME, AND SAID TO ME, FEAR NOT, JOSEPH; OPEN THINE EYES, AND SEE WHO IT IS THAT SPEAKS TO THEE. AND LOOKING UP, I SAW JESUS. AND I TREMBLED AND [SEXLESSLY] THOUGHT IT WAS A PHANTOM; AND I SAID THE COMMANDMENTS, AND HE SAID THEM WITH ME. EVEN SO YOU ARE NOT IGNORANT THAT A PHANTOM, IF IT, MEET ANYBODY, AND HEAR THE COMMANDMENTS, TAKES TO FLIGHT. AND SEEING THAT HE SAID THEM WITH THE, I SAID TO HIM, RABBI HELIAS. AND HE SAID TO ME, I AM NOT HELIAS. AND I SAID TO HIM, WHO ART THOU, MY LORD? AND HE SAID TO ME, I AM JESUS, WHOSE BODY THOU DIDST BEG FROM PILATE; AND THOU DIDST CLOTHE ME WITH CLEAN, LINEN. AND DIDST PUT A NAPKIN ON MY FACE, AND DIDST LAY ME IN THY NEW TOMB, AND DIDST ROLL A GREAT STONE TO THE DOOR OF THE TOMB. AND I SAID TO HIM THAT WAS SPEAKING TO ME, SHOW ME THE PLACE WHERE I LAID THEE. AND HE CARRIED ME AWAY, AND SHOWED ME THE PLACE WHERE I LAID HIM; AND THE LINEN CLOTH WAS LYING IN IT, AND THE NAPKIN FOR HIS FACE. AND I KNEW THAT IT WAS JESUS. AND HE TOOK ME BY THE HAND, AND PLACED ME, THOUGH THE DOORS WERE LOCKED, IN THE MIDDLE OF MY HOUSE, AND LED ME AWAY TO MY BED, AND SAID TO ME, PEACE TO THEE! AND HE KISSED ME, AND SAID TO ME, FOR FORTY DAYS GO NOT FORTH OUT OF THY HOUSE; FOR, BEHOLD, I GO TO MY BRETHREN INTO GALILEE.
CHAPTER 16
AND THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, WHEN THEY HEARD THESE WORDS FROM JOSEPH, BECAME AS DEAD, AND FELL TO THE GROUND, AND FASTED UNTIL THE NINTH HOUR. AND NICODEMUS, ALONG WITH JOSEPH, EXHORTED ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, SAYING: RISE UP AND STAND UPON YOUR FEET, AND TASTE BREAD, AND STRENGTHEN YOUR SOULS, BECAUSE TO-MORROW IS THE SABBATH OF THE LORD. AND THEY ROSE UP, AND PRAYED TO GOD, AND ATE AND DRANK, AND DEPARTED EVERY MAN TO HIS OWN HOUSE. AND ON THE SABBATH OUR TEACHERS AND THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES SAT QUESTIONING EACH OTHER, AND SAYING: WHAT IS THIS WRATH THAT HAS COME UPON US? FOR WE KNOW HIS FATHER AND MOTHER. LEVI, A TEACHER, SAYS: I KNOW THAT HIS PARENTS FEAR GOD, AND DO NOT WITHDRAW THEMSELVES FROM THE PRAYERS, AND GIVE THE TITHES THRICE A YEAR. AND WHEN JESUS WAS BORN, HIS PARENTS BROUGHT HIM TO THIS PLACE, AND GAVE SACRIFICES AND BURNT-OFFERINGS TO GOD. AND WHEN THE GREAT TEACHER SYMEON TOOK HIM INTO HIS ARMS, HE SAID, NOW THOU SENDEST AWAY THY SERVANT, LORD, ACCORDING TO THY WORD, IN PEACE; FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY SALVATION, WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED BEFORE THE FACE OF ALL THE PEOPLES: A LIGHT FOR THE REVELATION OF THE GENTILES, AND THE GLORY OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL. AND SYMEON BLESSED THEM, AND SAID TO MARY HIS MOTHER, I GIVE THEE GOOD NEWS ABOUT THIS CHILD. AND MARY SAID, IT IS WELL, MY LORD. AND SYMEON SAID TO HER, IT IS WELL; BEHOLD, HE LIES FOR THE FALL AND RISING AGAIN OF MANY IN ISRAEL, AND FOR A SIGN SPOKEN AGAINST; AND OF THEE THYSELF A SWORD SHALL GO THROUGH THE SOUL, IN ORDER THAT THE REASONING OF MANY HEARTS MAY BE REVEALED. THEY SAY TO THE TEACHER LEVI: HOW KNOWEST THOU THESE THINGS? LEVI SAYS TO THEM: DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT FROM HIM I LEARNED THE [SEXLESS] LAW? THE SANHEDRIN SAY TO HIM: WE WISH TO SEE THY FATHER. AND THEY SENT FOR HIS FATHER. AND THEY ASKED HIM; AND HE SAID TO THEM: WHY HAVE YOU NOT BELIEVED MY SON? THE BLESSED AND JUST SYMEON HIMSELF TAUGHT HIM THE [SEXLESS] LAW. THE SANHEDRIN SAYS TO RABBI LEVI: IS THE WORD THAT YOU HAVE SAID TRUE? AND HE SAID: IT IS TRUE. AND THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, SAID TO THEMSELVES: COME, LET US SEND INTO GALILEE TO THE THREE MEN THAT CAME AND TOLD ABOUT HIS TEACHING AND HIS TAKING UP, AND LET THEM TELL US HOW THEY SAW HIM TAKEN UP. AND THIS SAYING PLEASED ALL. AND THEY SENT AWAY THE THREE MEN WHO HAD ALREADY GONE AWAY INTO GALILEE WITH THEM; AND THEY SAY TO THEM: SAY TO RABBI ADAS, AND RABBI PHINEES, AND RABBI HAGGAI: PEACE TO YOU, AND ALL WHO ARE WITH YOU! A GREAT INQUIRY HAVING TAKEN PLACE IN TILE SANHEDRIN, WE HAVE BEEN SENT TO YOU TO CALL YOU TO THIS HOLY PLACE, JERUSALEM. AND THE MEN SET OUT INTO GALILEE, AND FOUND THEM SITTING AND CONSIDERING THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND THEY SALUTED THEM IN PEACE. AND THE MEN WHO WERE IN GALILEE SAID TO THOSE WHO HAD COME TO THEM: PEACE UPON ALL ISRAEL! AND THEY SAID: PEACE TO YOU! AND THEY AGAIN SAID TO THEM: WHY HAVE YOU COME? AND THOSE WHO HAD BEEN SENT SAID: THE SANHEDRIN CALL YOU TO THE HOLY CITY JERUSALEM. AND WHEN THE MEN HEARD THAT THEY WERE SOUGHT BY THE SANHEDRIN, THEY PRAYED TO GOD, AND RECLINED WITH THE MEN, AND ATE AND DRANK, AND ROSE UP, AND SET OUT IN PEACE TO JERUSALEM. AND ON THE FOLLOWING DAY THE SANHEDRIN SAT IN THE SYNAGOGUE, AND ASKED THEM, SAYING: DID YOU REALLY SEE JESUS SITTING ON THE MOUNTAIN MAMILCH TEACHING HIS ELEVEN DISCIPLES, AND DID YOU SEE HIM TAKEN UP? AND THE MEN ANSWERED THEM, AND SAID: AS WE SAW HIM TAKEN UP, SO ALSO, WE SAID. ANNAS SAYS: TAKE THEM AWAY FROM ONE ANOTHER, AND LET US SEE WHETHER THEIR ACCOUNT AGREES. AND THEY TOOK THEM AWAY FROM ONE ANOTHER. AND FIRST THEY CALL ADAS, AND SAY TO HIM: HOW DIDST THOU SEE JESUS TAKEN UP? ADAS SAYS: WHILE HE WAS YET SITTING ON THE MOUNTAIN MAMILCH, AND TEACHING HIS DISCIPLES, WE SAW A CLOUD OVERSHADOWING BOTH HIM AND HIS DISCIPLES. AND THE CLOUD TOOK HIM UP INTO HEAVEN, AND HIS DISCIPLES LAY UPON THEIR FACE UPON THE EARTH. AND THEY CALL PHINEES THE PRIEST, AND ASK HIM ALSO, SAYING: HOW DIDST THOU SEE JESUS TAKEN UP? AND HE SPOKE IN LIKE MANNER. AND THEY AGAIN ASKED HAGGAI, AND HE SPOKE IN LIKE MANNER. AND THE SANHEDRIN SAID: THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES HOLDS: AT THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE EVERY WORD SHALL BE ESTABLISHED. BUTHEM, A TEACHER, SAYS: IT IS WRITTEN IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD, AND IS NOT, BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM. JAIRUS, A READIER, SAID: AND THE DEATH OF HOLY MOSES WE HAVE HEARD OF, AND HAVE NOT SEEN IT; FOR IT IS WRITTEN IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD, AND MOSES DIED FROM THE MOUTH OF THE LORD, AND NO MAN KNOWETH OF HIS SEPULCHRE UNTO THIS DAY. AND RABBI LEVI SAID: WHY DID RABBI SYMEON SAY, WHEN HE SAW JESUS, "BEHOLD, HE LIES FOR THE FALL AND RISING AGAIN OF MANY IN ISRAEL, AND FOR A SIGN SPOKEN AGAINST?" AND RABBI ISAAC SAID: IT IS WRITTEN IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE THY FACE, WHO SHALL GO BEFORE THEE TO KEEP THEE IN EVERY GOOD WAY, BECAUSE MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HAS BEEN CALLED UPON HIM. THEN ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SAID: RIGHTLY HAVE YOU SAID WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES, THAT NO ONE SAW THE DEATH OF ENOCH, AND NO ONE HAS NAMED THE DEATH OF MOSES; HUT JESUS WAS TRIED BEFORE PILATE, AND WE SAW HIM RECEIVING BLOWS AND SPITTINGS ON HIS FACE, AND THE SOLDIERS PUT ABOUT HIM A CROWN OF THORNS, AND HE WAS SCOURGED, AND RECEIVED SENTENCE FROM PILATE, AND WAS CRUCIFIED UPON THE CRANIUM, AND TWO ROBBERS WITH HIM; AND THEY GAVE HIM TO DRINK VINEGAR WITH GALL, AND LONGINUS THE SOLDIER PIERCED HIS SIDE WITH A SPEAR; AND JOSEPH OUR HONOURABLE FATHER BEGGED HIS BODY, AND, AS HE SAYS, HE IS RISEN; AND AS THE THREE TEACHERS SAY, WE SAW HIM TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN; AND RABBI LEVI HAS GIVEN EVIDENCE OF WHAT WAS SAID BY RABBI SYMEON, AND THAT HE SAID, BEHOLD, HE LIES FOR THE FALL AND RISING AGAIN OF MANY IN ISRAEL, AND FOR A SIGN SPOKEN AGAINST. AND ALL THE TEACHERS SAID TO ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD: IF THIS WAS FROM THE LORD, AND IS WONDERFUL IN YOUR EYES, KNOWING YOU SHALL KNOW, O HOUSE OF JACOB, THAT IT IS WRITTEN, CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGETH UPON A TREE. AND ANOTHER [HOLY] SCRIPTURE TEACHES: THE GODS WHICH HAVE NOT MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH SHALL BE DESTROYED. AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SAID TO EACH OTHER: IF HIS MEMORIAL BE UNTIL THE YEAR THAT IS CALLED JOBEL, KNOW THAT IT SHALL IT ENDURE FOR EVER, AND HE HATH RAISED FOR HIMSELF A NEW PEOPLE. THEN THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, ANNOUNCED TO ALL ISRAEL, SAYING: CURSED IS THAT MAN WHO SHALL WORSHIP THE WORK OF MAN'S HAND, AND CURSED IS THE MAN WHO SHALL WORSHIP THE CREATURES MORE THAN THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND ALL THE PEOPLE SAID, AMEN, AMEN. AND ALL THE PEOPLE PRAISED THE LORD, AND SAID: BLESSED IS THE LORD, WHO HATH GIVEN REST TO HIS PEOPLE ISRAEL, ACCORDING TO ALL THAT HE HATH SPOKEN; THERE HATH NOT FALLEN ONE WORD OF EVERY GOOD WORD OF HIS THAT HE SPOKE TO MOSES HIS SERVANT. MAY THE LORD OUR GOD BE WITH US, AS HE WAS WITH OUR FATHERS: LET HIM NOT DESTROY US. AND LET HIM NOT DESTROY US, THAT WE MAY INCLINE OUR HEARTS TO HIM, THAT WE MAY WALK IN ALL HIS WAYS, THAT WE MAY KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS AND HIS JUDGMENTS WHICH HE COMMANDED TO OUR FATHERS. AND THE LORD SHALL BE FOR A KING OVER ALL THE EARTH IN THAT DAY; AND THERE SHALL HE ONE LORD, AND HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ONE. THE LORD IS OUR KING: HE SHALL SAVE US. THERE IS NONE LIKE THEE, O LORD. GREAT ART THOU, O LORD, AND GREAT IS THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. BY THY POWER HEAL US. O LORD, AND WE SHALL BE HEALED: SAVE US, O LORD, AND WE SHALL BE SAVED; BECAUSE WE ARE THY LOT AND HERITAGE. AND THE LORD WILL NOT LEAVE HIS PEOPLE, FOR HIS GREAT NAME'S SAKE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; FOR THE LORD HAS BEGUN TO MAKE US INTO HIS PEOPLE. AND ALL, HAVING SUNG PRAISES, WENT AWAY EACH MAN TO HIS OWN HOUSE, GLORIFYING GOD; FOR HIS IS THE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN. 
SECOND GREEK FORM
THE JEW ACCORDINGLY DID THIS, AND DELIVERED IT TO NICODEMUS; AND HE, AGAIN, TRANSLATED IT FROM THE HEBREW WRITING INTO THE ROMAIC LANGUAGE. AND THE ACCOUNT IS AS FOLLOWS:
CHAPTER 1
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HAVING WROUGHT IN JUDAEA MANY AND GREAT AND EXTRAORDINARY MIRACLES, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THIS BEING HATED BY THE HEBREWS, WHILE PILATE WAS PROCURATOR IN JERUSALEM, AND ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS HIGH PRIESTS, THERE CAME OF THE JEWS TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS, JUDAS, LEVI, NEPHTHALIM, ALEXANDER, SYRUS, AND MANY OTHERS, SPEAKING AGAINST CHRIST. AND THESE CHIEF PRIESTS SENT THEM AWAY TO SAY THESE THINGS TO PILATE ALSO. AND THEY WENT AWAY, AND SAID TO HIM: A MAN WALKS ABOUT IN THIS CITY WHOSE FATHER IS CALLED JOSEPH, AND HIS MOTHER MARY; AND HE CALLS HIMSELF KING AND SON OF GOD; AND BEING A JEW, HE OVERTURNS THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURES, AND DOES AWAY WITH THE SABBATH. PILATE THEN ASKED, IN ORDER TO LEARN FROM THEM IN WHAT MANNER LIE DID AWAY WITH THE SABBATH. AND THEY ANSWERED, SAYING: HE CURES TILE SICK ON THE SABBATH. PILATE SAYS: IF HE MAKES THE SICK WHOLE, HE DOES NO EVIL. THEY SAY TO HIM: IF HE EFFECTED THE CURES PROPERLY, SMALL WOULD BE THE EVIL; BUT BY USING MAGIC HE DOES THESE THINGS, AND BY HAVING THE DEMONS ON HIS SIDE. PILATE SAYS: TO CURE A PERSON THAT IS ILL IS NOT A DIABOLIC WORK, BUT A GRACE FROM GOD. THE HEBREWS SAID: WE BESEECH YOUR HIGHNESS TO SUMMON HIM, IN ORDER THAT THOU MAYST MAKE ACCURATE INQUIRY INTO WHAT WE SAY. PILATE THEREFORE, THROWING OFF HIS CLOAK, GAVE IT TO ONE OF HIS OFFICERS, SAYING: GO AWAY, AND SHOW THIS TO JESUS, AND SAY TO HIM, PILATE THE PROCURATOR CALLS THEE TO COME BEFORE HIM. THE OFFICER ACCORDINGLY WENT AWAY, AND FINDING JESUS, SUMMONED HIM, HAVING UNFOLDED ON THE GROUND ALSO PILATE'S MANTLE, AND URGED HIM TO WALK UPON IT. AND THE HEBREWS, SEEING THIS, AND BEING GREATLY ENRAGED, CAME TO PILATE, MURMURING AGAINST HIM, HOW HE HAD DEEMED JESUS WORTHY OF SO GREAT HONOUR. AND HE, HAVING INQUIRED OF THE OFFICER WHO HAD BEEN SENT HOW HE HAD DONE SO, THE OFFICER ANSWERED: WHEN THOU DIDST SEND ME TO THE JEW ALEXANDER, I CAME UPON JESUS ENTERING THE GATE OF THE CITY, SITTING UPON AN ASS. AND I SAW THAT THE HEBREWS SPREAD THEIR GARMENTS IN THE WAY, AND THE ASS WALKED UPON THE GARMENTS; AND OTHERS CUT BRANCHES, AND THEY WENT FORTH TO MEET HIM, AND CRIED OUT, HOSANNA IN THE [MOST] HIGHEST! THUS, THEREFORE, IT WAS NECESSARY FOR ME ALSO TO DO. THE JEWS, HEARING THESE WORDS, SAID TO HIM: HOW DIDST THOU, BEING A ROMAN, KNOW WHAT WAS SAID BY THE HEBREWS? THE OFFICER ANSWERED: I ASKED ONE OF THE HEBREWS, AND HE TOLD THESE THINGS. PILATE SAID: WHAT MEANS HOSANNA? THE JEWS SAID: SAVE US, O LORD. PILATE ANSWERED: SINCE YOU CONFESS THAT YOUR CHILDREN SAID SO, HOW NOW DO YOU BRING CHARGES, AND SAY AGAINST JESUS WHAT YOU DO SAY? THE JEWS WERE SILENT, AND HAD NOTHING TO ANSWER. NOW, AS JESUS WAS COMING TO PILATE, THE SOLDIERS OF PILATE ADORED HIM. AND OTHERS ALSO WERE STANDING BEFORE PILATE HOLDING STANDARDS. AND AS JESUS WAS COMING, THE STANDARDS ALSO BOWED DOWN, AND ADORED HIM. AS PILATE, THEREFORE, WAS WONDERING AT WHAT HAD HAPPENED, THE JEWS SAID TO HIM: MY LORD, IT WAS NOT THE STANDARDS THAT ADORED JESUS, BUT THE SOLDIERS WHO WERE HOLDING THEM CARELESSLY. PILATE SAYS TO THE RULER OF THE SYNAGOGUE: CHOOSE TWELVE POWERFUL MEN, AND GIVE THEM THE STANDARDS, SO THAT THEY MAY HOLD THEM FIRMLY. AND THIS HAVING TAKEN PLACE, PILATE ORDERED THE OFFICER TO TAKE JESUS OUTSIDE, AND BRING HIM IN AGAIN. AND AS HE WAS COMING IN, THE STANDARDS AGAIN BOWED DOWN, AND ADORED HIM. PILATE THEREFORE WONDERED GREATLY. BUT THE JEWS SAID: HE IS A MAGICIAN, AND THROUGH THAT HE DOES THESE THINGS.
CHAPTER 2
PILATE SAYS TO JESUS: HEAREST THOU WHAT THESE TESTIFY AGAINST THEE, AND ANSWEREST THOU NOT? AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID: EVERY MAN HAS POWER TO SPEAK EITHER GOOD OR BAD, AS HE WISHES; THESE ALSO, THEREFORE, HAVING POWER, SAY WHAT THEY WISH. THE JEWS SAID TO HIM: WHAT HAVE WE TO SAY ABOUT THEE? FIRST, THAT THOU WAST BEGOTTEN FROM [SEXUAL] SIN; SECOND, THAT ON ACCOUNT OF THEE, WHEN THOU WAST BORN, THE INFANTS WERE MURDERED; THIRD, THAT THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER FLED INTO EGYPT, BECAUSE THEY HAD NO CONFIDENCE IN THE PEOPLE. TO THESE THE JEWS WHO WERE THERE PRESENT, GOD-FEARING MEN, ANSWERED AND SAID: WE SAY THAT HIS BIRTH IS NOT FROM [SEXUAL] SIN; FOR WE KNOW THAT JOSEPH RECEIVED INTO KEEPING HIS MOTHER MARY, ACCORDING TO THE PRACTICE OF BETROTHAL. PILATE SAID: CONSEQUENTLY, YOU LIE WHO SAY THAT HIS BIRTH IS FROM [SEXUAL] SIN. THEY SAY AGAIN TO PILATE: ALL THE PEOPLE TESTIFY THAT HE IS A MAGICIAN. THE GOD-FEARING JEWS ANSWERED AND SAID: WE ALSO WERE AT THE BETROTHAL OF HIS MOTHER, AND WE ARE JEWS, AND KNOW ALL HIS DAILY LIFE; BUT THAT HE IS A MAGICIAN, THAT WE DO NOT KNOW. AND THE JEWS THAT THUS SAID WERE THESE: LAZARUS, ASTHARIUS, ANTONIUS, JAMES, ZARAS, SAMUEL, ISAAC, PHINEES, CRISPUS, DAGRIPPUS, AMESE, AND JUDAS. PILATE THEREFORE SAYS TO THEM: BY THE LIFE OF CAESAR, I WISH YOU TO SWEAR WHETHER THE BIRTH OF THIS MAN IS WITHOUT [SEXUAL] SIN. THEY ANSWERED: OUR [SEXLESS] LAW LAYS DOWN THAT WE ARE TO SWEAR NOT AT ALL, BECAUSE AN OATH IS GREAT [SEXUAL] SIN. NOTWITHSTANDING, BY THE LIFE OF CAESAR WE SWEAR THAT HIS BIRTH IS WITHOUT [SEXUAL] SIN; AND IF WE LIE, ORDER US ALL TO BE BEHEADED. AND WHEN THEY HAD THINS SPOKEN, THE JEWS THAT WERE BRINGING THE CHARGE ANSWERED PILATE, AND SAID: AND DOST THOU BELIEVE THESE TWELVE SINGLE JEWS MORE THAN ALL THE MULTITUDE AND US, WHO KNOW FOR CERTAIN THAT HE IS A MAGICIAN AND BLASPHEMER, AND THAT HE NAMES HIMSELF SON OF GOD? THEN PILATE ORDERED THEM ALL TO GO FORTH OUT OF THE PRAETORIUM EXCEPT THE SAID TWELVE ALONE. AND WHEN THIS HAD BEEN DONE, PILATE SAYS TO THEM PRIVATELY: AS TO THIS MAN, IT APPEARS THAT FROM ENVY AND MADNESS THE JEWS WISH TO MURDER HIM: FOR OF ONE THING-THAT HE DOES AWAY WITH THE SABBATH-THEY ACCUSE HIM; BUT HE THEN DOES A GOOD WORK, BECAUSE HE CURES THE SICK. FOR THIS, SENTENCE OF DEATH IS NOT UPON THE MAN. THE TWELVE ALSO SAY TO HIM: ASSUREDLY, MY LORD, IT IS SO.
CHAPTER 3
PILATE THEREFORE WENT OUTSIDE IN RAGE AND ANGER, AND SAYS TO ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, AND TO THE CROWD WHO BROUGHT JESUS: I TAKE THE SUN TO WITNESS THAT I FIND NO FAULT IN THIS MAN. THE CROWD ANSWERED: IF HE WERE NOT A SORCERER, AND A MAGICIAN, AND A BLASPHEMER, WE SHOULD NOT HAVE BROUGHT HIM TO YOUR HIGHNESS. PILATE SAID: TRY HIM YOURSELVES; AND SINCE YOU HAVE A [SEXLESS] LAW, DO AS YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW SAYS. THE JEWS SAID: OUR [SEXLESS] LAW PERMITS TO PUT NO MAN TO DEATH. PILATE SAYS: IF YOU ARE UNWILLING TO PUT HIM TO DEATH, HOW MUCH MORE AM I! THEN PILATE RETURNED TO THE PALACE, AND SAYS TO JESUS: TELL ME, ART THOU THE KING OF THE JEWS? JESUS ANSWERED: DOST THOU SAY THIS, OR HAVE THE OTHER JEWS SAID THIS TO THEE, THAT THOU MIGHTST QUESTION ME? PILATE SAID: THOU DOST NOT [SEXUALLY] THINK THAT I AM A HEBREW? I AM NOT A HEBREW. THY PEOPLE AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS HAVE DELIVERED THEE INTO MY HANDS; AND TELL ME IF THOU ART KING OF THE JEWS? JESUS ANSWERED: MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD; FOR IF MY KINGDOM WERE IN THIS WORLD, MY SOLDIERS WOULD NOT BE UNCONCERNED AT MY BEING SEIZED: WHEREFORE MY KINGDOM IS NOT IN THIS WORLD. PILATE SAYS: BUT ART THOU A KING? JESUS SAID: THOU HAST SAID: FOR THIS WAS I BORN, TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE TRUTH; AND IF ANY ONE BE A MAN OF THE TRUTH, HE BELIEVES MY WORD, AND DOES IT. PILATE SAYS: WHAT IS THE TRUTH? JESUS ANSWERED: THE TRUTH IS FROM THE HEAVENS. PILATE SAYS: ON EARTH, THEN, IS THERE NO TRUTH? CHRIST SAYS: I AM THE TRUTH; AND HOW IS THE TRUTH JUDGED ON EARTH BY THOSE THAT HAVE EARTHLY POWER!
CHAPTER 4
PILATE THEREFORE, LEAVING CHRIST ALONE, WENT OUTSIDE, AND SAYS TO THE JEWS: I FIND NO FAULT IN THIS MAN. THE JEWS ANSWERED: LET US TELL YOUR HIGHNESS WHAT HE SAID. HE SAID, I AM ABLE TO DESTROY THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND IN THREE DAYS TO BUILD IT. PILATE SAYS: AND WHAT TEMPLE DID HE SAY THAT HE WAS TO DESTROY? THE HEBREWS SAY: THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON, WHICH SOLOMON BUILT IN FORTY-SIX YEARS. PILATE SAYS PRIVATELY TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES AND THE PHARISEES: I ENTREAT YOU, DO NOTHING EVIL AGAINST THIS MAN; FOR IF YOU DO EVIL AGAINST HIM, YOU WILL DO UNJUSTLY: FOR IT IS NOT JUST THAT SUCH A MAN SHOULD DIE, WHO HAS DONE GREAT GOOD TO MANY MEN. THEY SAID TO PILATE: IF, MY LORD, HE WHO HAS DISHONOURED CAESAR IS WORTHY OF DEATH, HOW MUCH MORE THIS MAN WHO DISHONOURS GOD! THEN PILATE DISMISSED THEM, AND THEY ALL WENT OUTSIDE. THEREUPON HE SAYS TO JESUS: DOST THOU WISH THAT I SHALL DO TO THEE? JESUS SAYS TO PILATE: DO TO ME AS IS DETERMINED. PILATE SAYS: HOW IS IT DETERMINED? JESUS ANSWERED: MOSES AND THE PROPHETS WROTE ABOUT ME BEING CRUCIFIED, AND RISING AGAIN. THE HEBREWS, HEARING THIS, SAID TO PILATE: WHY DO YOU SEEK TO HEAR A GREATER INSULT OUT OF HIM AGAINST GOD? PILATE SAYS: THESE WORDS ARE NOT AN INSULT AGAINST GOD, SINCE THEY ARE WRITTEN IN THE BOOKS OF THE PROPHETS. THE HEBREWS SAID: OUR [HOLY] SCRIPTURE SAYS, IF A [SEXUAL] MAN [SEXUALLY] OFFEND AGAINST A [SEXLESS] MAN, THAT IS TO SAY, IF HE, [SEXUALLY] INSULT HIM, HE IS WORTHY TO RECEIVE FORTY STROKES WITH A ROD; BUT IF ANY ONE [SEXUALLY] INSULTS GOD, TO BE STONED. THEN CAME A MESSENGER FROM PROCLE, THE WIFE OF PILATE, TO HIM; AND THE MESSAGE SAID: TAKE CARE THAT THOU DO NOT AGREE THAT ANY EVIL SHOULD HAPPEN TO JESUS THE GOOD MAN; BECAUSE DURING THIS NIGHT I HAVE SEEN FEARFUL DREAMS ON ACCOUNT OF HIM. AND PILATE SPOKE TO THE HEBREWS, SAYING: IF YOU HOLD AS INSULT AGAINST GOD THE WORDS WHICH YOU DECLARE JESUS TO HAVE SPOKEN, TAKE AND JUDGE HIM YOURSELVES ACCORDING TO YOUR [SEXUAL] LAW. THE JEWS SAID TO PILATE: WE WISH THAT YOU SHOULD CRUCIFY HIM. PILATE SAYS: THIS IS NOT GOOD. AND PILATE, TURNING TOWARDS THE PEOPLE, SAW MANY WEEPING, AND SAID: TO ME IT SEEMS THAT IT IS NOT THE WISH OF ALL THE PEOPLE THAT THIS MAN SHOULD DIE. THE PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES SAY: WE ON THIS ACCOUNT HAVE BROUGHT ALL THE PEOPLE, THAT THOU MIGHTST HAVE FULL CONVICTION THAT ALL WISH HIS DEATH. PILATE SAYS: FOR WHAT EVIL HATH HE DONE? THE HEBREWS SAID: HE SAYS THAT HE IS A KING, AND THE SON OF GOD.
CHAPTER 5
A GOD-FEARING JEW, THEREFORE, NICODEMUS BY NAME, STOOD UP IN THE MIDST, AND SAID TO PILATE: I ENTREAT YOUR HIGHNESS TO PERMIT ME TO SAY A FEW WORDS. SAY ON, SAID PILATE. NICODEMUS SAYS: I, BEING PRESENT IN THE SYNAGOGUE, SAID TO THE PRIESTS, AND THE LEVITES, AND THE SCRIBES, AND THE PEOPLE, WHAT HAVE YOU TO SAY AGAINST THIS MAN? THIS MAN DOES MANY MIRACLES, SUCH AS MAN HAS NEVER YET DONE NOR WILL DO. LET HIM GO, THEREFORE; AND IF INDEED WHAT HE DOES BE FROM GOD, IT WILL STAND; BUT IF FROM MAN, IT WILL BE DESTROYED. JUST AS HAPPENED ALSO WHEN GOD SENT MOSES INTO EGYPT, AND PHAROAH KING OF EGYPT TOLD HIM TO DO A MIRACLE, AND HE DID IT. THEN PHAROAH HAD ALSO TWO MAGICIANS, JANNES AND JAMBRES; AND THEY ALSO DID MIRACLES BY THE USE OF MAGIC ART, BUT NOT SUCH AS MOSES DID. AND THE EGYPTIANS HELD THESE MAGICIANS TO BE GODS; BUT BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT FROM GOD, WHAT THEY DID WAS DESTROYED. THIS JESUS, THEN, RAISED UP LAZARUS, AND HE IS ALIVE. ON THIS ACCOUNT I ENTREAT THEE, MY LORD, BY NO MEANS TO ALLOW THIS MAN TO BE PUT TO DEATH. THE HEBREWS WERE ENRAGED AGAINST NICODEMUS, AND SAID: MAYST THOU RECEIVE THE TRUTH OF JESUS, AND HAVE A PORTION WITH HIM. NICODEMUS SAYS: AMEN, AMEN; BE IT TO ME AS YOU SAY.
CHAPTER 6
AND WHEN NICODEMUS HAD THUS SPOKEN, ANOTHER HEBREW ROSE UP, AND SAID TO PILATE: I BEG OF THEE, MY LORD PILATE, HEAR ME ALSO. PILATE ANSWERED: SAY WHAT THOU WISHEST. THE HEBREW SAYS: I LAY SICK IN BED THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS; AND WHEN HE SAW ME, HE WAS GRIEVED, AND SAID TO ME, RISE, TAKE UP THY COUCH, AND GO INTO THINE HOUSE. AND WHILE HE WAS SAYING THE WORD TO ME, I ROSE AND WALKED ABOUT. THE HEBREWS SAY: ASK HIM ON WHAT DAY OF THE WEEK THIS HAPPENED. HE SAYS: ON SABBATH. THE JEWS SAID: AND CONSEQUENTLY, WE SAY TRULY, THAT HE DOES NOT KEEP THE SABBATH. ANOTHER, AGAIN, STANDING IN THE MIDST, SAID: I WAS BORN BLIND; AND AS JESUS WAS GOING ALONG THE ROAD, I CRIED TO HIM, SAYING, HAVE MERCY UPON ME, LORD, THOU SON OF DAVID. AND HE TOOK CLAY, AND ANOINTED MINE EYES; AND STRAIGHT, WAY I RECEIVED MY SIGHT. ANOTHER SAID: I WAS CROOKED; AND SEEING HIM, I CRIED, HAVE MERCY UPON ME, O LORD. AND HE TOOK ME BY THE HAND, AND I WAS IMMEDIATELY RAISED. ANOTHER SAID: I WAS A LEPER, AND HE HEALED ME MERELY BY A WORD. 
CHAPTER 7
THERE WAS FOUND THERE ALSO A WOMAN NAMED VERONICA, AND SHE SAID: TWELVE YEARS I WAS IN AN ISSUE OF BLOOD, AND I ONLY TOUCHED THE EDGE OF HIS GARMENT, AND DIRECTLY I WAS CURED. THE JEWS SAY: OUR [SEXLESS] LAW DOES NOT ADMIT THE TESTIMONY OF A WOMAN. 
CHAPTER 8
OTHER MEN CRIED: THIS MAN IS A PROPHET, AND THE DEMONS ARE AFRAID OF HIM. PILATE SAYS: AND HOW WERE THE DEMONS NOT AT ALL THUS AFRAID OF YOUR PARENTS ALSO? THEY SAY: WE DO NOT KNOW. OTHERS, AGAIN, SAID: LAZARUS, AFTER HAVING BEEN FOUR DAYS IN THE TOMB, HE RAISED BY A SINGLE WORD. PILATE THEREFORE, HEARING OF THE RAISING OF LAZARUS, WAS AFRAID, AND SAID TO THE PEOPLE: WHY DO YOU WISH TO SHED THE BLOOD OF A JUST MAN? 
CHAPTER 9
THEN HE SUMMONED NICODEMUS AND THE TWELVE GOD-FEARING JEWS, AND SAID TO THEM: WHAT DO YOU SAY THAT I SHOULD DO? BECAUSE THE PEOPLE ARE IN COMMOTION THEY SAY: WE DO NOT KNOW: DO AS THOU WILT; BUT WHAT THE PEOPLE DO, THEY DO UNJUSTLY, IN ORDER TO KILL HIM. PILATE AGAIN WENT OUTSIDE, AND SAID TO THE PEOPLE: YOU KNOW THAT IN THE FEASTS OF UNLEAVENED BREAD IT IS CUSTOMARY THAT I FREE ON YOUR ACCOUNT ONE OF THE CRIMINALS KEPT IN CUSTODY. I HAVE, THEN, ONE MALEFACTOR IN THE PRISON, A ROBBER NAMED BARABBAS. I HAVE ALSO JESUS, WHO HAS NEVER DONE ANY EVIL. WHICH OF THE TWO, THEN, DO YOU WISH THAT I RELEASE TO YOU? THE PEOPLE ANSWERED: RELEASE TO US BARABBAS. PILATE SAYS: WHAT THEN SHALL I DO WITH JESUS? THEY SAY: LET HIM BE CRUCIFIED. AGAIN, OTHERS OF THEM CRIED OUT: IF THOU RELEASE JESUS, THOU ART NO FRIEND OF CAESAR, BECAUSE HE CALLS HIMSELF SON OF GOD, AND KING. AND IF THOU FREE HIM, HE BECOMES A KING, AND WILL TAKE CAESAR'S KINGDOM. PILATE THEREFORE WAS ENRAGED, AND SAID: ALWAYS HAS YOUR NATION BEEN DEVILISH AND UNBELIEVING; AND EVER HAVE YOU BEEN ADVERSARIES TO YOUR BENEFACTORS. THE HEBREWS SAY: AND WHO WERE OUR BENEFACTORS? PILATE SAYS: GOD, WHO FREED YOU OUT OF THE HAND OF PHARAOH, AND BROUGHT YON THROUGH THE RED SEA AS UPON DRY LAND, AND FED YOU WITH QUAILS, AND GAVE YOU WATER TO DRINK OUT OF THE DRY ROCK, AND WHO GAVE YOU A [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH, DENYING GOD YOU BROKE; AND IF MOSES HAD NOT STOOD AND ENTREATED GOD, YOU WOULD HAVE PERISHED BY A BITTER DEATH. ALL THESE, THEN, YOU HAVE FORGOTTEN. THUS ALSO, EVEN NOW, YOU SAY THAT I DO NOT AT ALL [SEXUALLY] LOVE CAESAR, BUT BATE HIM, AND WISH TO [SEXUAL] PLOT AGAINST HIS KINGDOM. AND HAVING THUS SPOKEN, PILATE ROSE UP FROM THE THRONE WITH ANGER, WISHING TO FLEE FROM THEM. THE JEWS THEREFORE CRIED OUT, SAYING: WE WISH CAESAR TO BE KING OVER US, NOT JESUS, BECAUSE JESUS RECEIVED GIFTS FROM THE MAGI. AND HEROD ALSO HEARD THIS-THAT THERE WAS GOING TO BE A KING-AND WISHED TO PUT HIM TO DEATH, AND FOR THIS [SEXUAL] PURPOSE SENT AND PUT TO DEATH ALL THE INFANTS THAT WERE IN BETHLEHEM. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT ALSO HIS FATHER JOSEPH AND IRIS MOTHER FLEET FROM FEAR OF HIM INTO EGYPT. SO, THEN PILATE, HEARING THIS, SILENCED ALL THE PEOPLE, AND SAID: THIS, THEN, IS THE JESUS WHOM HEROD THEN SOUGHT THAT HE MIGHT PUT HIM TO DEATH? THEY SAY TO HIM: YES. PILATE THEREFORE, HAVING ASCERTAINED THAT HE WAS OF THE JURISDICTION OF HEROD, AS BEING DERIVED OF THE RACE OF THE JEWS, SENT JESUS TO HIM. AND HEROD, SEEING HIM, REJOICED GREATLY, BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN LONG DESIRING TO SEE HIM, HEARING OF THE MIRACLES WHICH HE DID. HE PUT ON HIM, THEREFORE, WHITE GARMENTS. THEN HE BEGAN TO QUESTION HIM. BUT JESUS DID NOT GIVE HIM AN ANSWER. AND HEROD, WISHING TO SEE ALSO SOME MIRACLE OR OTHER DONE BY JESUS, AND NOT SEEING IT, AND ALSO BECAUSE HE DID NOT ANSWER HIM A SINGLE WORD, SENT HIM BACK AGAIN TO PILATE. PILATE. SEEING THIS, ORDERED HIS OFFICERS TO BRING WATER. WASHING, THEN, HIS BANDS WITH THE WATER, HE SAID TO THE PEOPLE: I AM INNOCENT OF THE BLOOD OF THIS GOOD MAN. SEE YON TO IT. THAT HE IS UNJUSTLY PUT TO DEATH, SINCE NEITHER I HAVE FOUND A FAULT IN HIM, NOR HEROD; FOR BECAUSE OF THIS HE HAS SENT HIM BACK AGAIN TO ME. THE JEWS SAID: HIS BLOOD BE UPON US, AND UPON OUR CHILDREN. THEN PILATE SAT DOWN UPON HIS THRONE TO PASS SENTENCE. HE GAVE ORDER, THEREFORE, AND JESUS CAME BEFORE HIM. AND THEY BROUGHT A CROWN OF THORNS, AND PUT IT ON HIS HEAD, AND A REED INTO HIS RIGHT HAND. THEN HE PASSED SENTENCE, AND SAID TO HIM: THY NATION SAYS, AND TESTIFIES AGAINST THEE, THAT THOU WISHEST TO BE A KING. THEREFORE, I DECREE THAT THEY SHALL BEAT THEE FIRST WITH A ROD FORTY STROKES, AS THE [SEXUAL] LAWS OF THE KINGS DECREE, AND THAT THEY SHALL MOCK THEE; AND FINALLY, THAT THEY SHALL CRUCIFY THEE. 
CHAPTER 10
THE SENTENCE TO THIS EFFECT, THEN, HAVING BEEN PASSED BY PILATE, THE JEWS BEGAN TO STRIKE JESUS, SOME WITH ROOTS, OTHERS WITH THEIR HANDS, OTHERS WITH THEIR FEET; SOME ALSO SPAT IN HIS FACE. IMMEDIATELY, THEREFORE, THEY GOT READY THE CROSS, AND GAVE IT TO HIM, AND FLEW TO TAKE THE ROAD. AND THUS, GOING ALONG, BEARING ALSO THE CROSS, HE CAME AS FAR AS THE GATE OF THE CITY OF JERUSALEM. BUT AS HE, FROM THE MANY BLOWS AND THE WEIGHT OF THE CROSS, WAS UNABLE TO WALK, THE JEWS, OUT OF THE EAGER [SEXUAL] DESIRE THEY HAD TO CRUCIFY HIM AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE, TOOK THE CROSS FROM HIM, AND GAVE IT TO A MAN THAT MET THEM, SIMON BY NAME, WHO HAD ALSO TWO SONS, ALEXANDER AND RUFUS. AND HE WAS FROM THE CITY OF CYRENE. THEY GAVE THE CROSS, THEN, TO HIM, NOT BECAUSE THEY PITIED JESUS, AND WISHED TO LIGHTEN HIM OF THE WEIGHT, BUT BECAUSE THEY EAGERLY [SEXUALLY] DESIRED, AS HAS BEEN SAID, TO PUT HIM TO DEATH MORE SPEEDILY. OF HIS DISCIPLES, THEREFORE, JOHN FOLLOWED HIM THERE. THEN HE CAME FLEEING TO THE MOTHER OF GOD. AND SAID TO HER: WHERE HAST THOU BEEN, THAT THOU HAST NOT COME TO SEE WHAT HAS HAPPENED? SHE ANSWERED: WHAT IS IT THAT HAS HAPPENED? JOHN SAYS: KNOW THAT THE JEWS HAVE LAID HOLD OF MY MASTER, AND ARE TAKING HIM AWAY TO CRUCIFY HIM. HEARING THIS, HIS MOTHER CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING: MY SON, MY SON, WHAT EVIL THEN HAST THOU DONE, THAT THEY ARE TAKING THEE AWAY TO CRUCIFY THEE? AND SHE ROSE UP AS IF BLINDED, AND GOES ALONG THE ROAD WEEPING. AND WOMEN FOLLOWED HER-MARTHA, AND MARY MAGDALENE, AND SALOME, AND OTHER VIRGINS. AND JOHN ALSO WAS WITH HER. WHEN, THEREFORE, THEY CAME TO THE MULTITUDE OF THE CROWD, THE MOTHER OF GOD SAYS TO JOHN: WHERE IS MY SON? JOHN SAYS: SEEST THOU HIM BEARING THE CROWN OF THORNS, AND HAVING HIS HANDS BOUND? AND THE MOTHER OF GOD, HEARING THIS, AND SEEING HIM, FAINTED, AND FELL BACKWARDS TO THE GROUND, AND LAY A CONSIDERABLE TIME. AND THE WOMEN, AS MANY AS FOLLOWED HER, STOOD ROUND HER, AND WEPT. AND AS SOON AS SHE REVIVED AND ROSE UP, SHE CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE: MY LORD, MY SON, WHERE HAS THE BEAUTY OF THY FORM SUNK? HOW SHALL I ENDURE TO SEE THEE SUFFERING SUCH THINGS? AND THUS SAYING, SHE TORE HER FACE WITH HER NAILS, AND BEAT HER BREAST. WHERE ARE THEY GONE, SAID SHE, THE GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS WHICH THOU DIDST IN JUDAEA? WHAT EVIL HAST THOU DONE TO THE JEWS? THE JEWS, THEN, SEEING HER THUS LAMENTING AND CRYING, CAME AND DROVE HER FROM THE ROAD; BUT SHE WOULD NOT FLEE, BUT REMAINED, SAYING: KILL ME FIRST, YE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS JEWS. THEN THEY GOT SAFE TO THE PLACE CALLED CRANIUM, WHICH WAS PAVED WITH STONE; AND THERE THE JEWS SET UP THE CROSS. THEN THEY STRIPPED JESUS, AND THE SOLDIERS TOOK HIS GARMENTS, AND DIVIDED THEM AMONG THEMSELVES; AND THEY PUT ON HIM A TATTERED ROBE OF SCARLET, AND RAISED HIM, AND DREW HIM UP ON THE CROSS AT THE SIXTH HOUR OF THE DAY. AFTER THIS THEY BROUGHT ALSO TWO ROBBERS, THE ONE ON HIS RIGHT, THE OTHER ON HIS LEFT. THEN THE MOTHER OF GOD, STANDING AND LOOKING, CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING: MY SON! MY SON: AND JESUS, TURNING TO HER, AND SEEING JOHN NEAR HER, AND WEEPING WITH THE REST OF THE WOMEN, SAID: BEHOLD THY SON! THEN HE SAYS ALSO TO JOHN: BEHOLD THY MOTHER! AND SHE WEPT MUCH, SAYING: FOR THIS I WEEP, MY SON, BECAUSE THOU SUFFEREST UNJUSTLY, BECAUSE THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS JEWS HAVE DELIVERED THEE TO A BITTER DEATH. WITHOUT THEE, MY SON, WHAT WILL BECOME OF ME? HOW SHALL I LIVE WITHOUT THEE? WHAT SORT OF LIFE SHALL I SPEND? WHERE ARE THY DISCIPLES, WHO BOASTED THAT THEY WOULD DIE WITH THEE? WHERE THOSE HEALED BY THEE? HOW HAS NO ONE BEEN FOUND TO HELP THEE? AND LOOKING TO THE CROSS, SHE SAID: BEND DOWN, O CROSS, THAT I MAY EMBRACE AND KISS MY SON, WHOM I SUCKLED AT THESE BREASTS AFTER A STRANGE MANNER, AS NOT HAVING KNOWN THAN. BEND DOWN, O CROSS; I WISH TO THROW MY ARMS ROUND MY SON. BEND DOWN, O CROSS, THAT I MAY BID FAREWELL TO MY SON LIKE A MOTHER. THE JEWS, HEARING THESE WORDS, CAME FORWARD, AND DROVE TO A DISTANCE BOTH HER AND THE WOMEN AND JOHN. THEN JESUS CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING: FATHER, [STEPHEN] LET NOT THIS [SEXUAL] SIN STAND AGAINST THEM; FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO. THEN HE SAYS: I THIRST. AND IMMEDIATELY THERE RAN ONE OF THE SOLDIERS, AND TOOK A SPONGE, AND FILLED IT WITH GALL AND VINEGAR MIXED, AND PUT IT ON A REED, AND GAVE JESUS TO DRINK. AND HAVING TASTED IT, HE WOULD NOT DRINK IT. AND THE JEWS STANDING AND LOOKING ON LAUGHED AT HIM, AND SAID: IF THOU TRULY SAYST THAT THOU ART THE SON OF GOD, COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS, AND IMMEDIATELY, THAT WE MAY BELIEVE IN THEE. OTHERS SAID MOCKING: OTHERS HE SAVED, OTHERS HE CURED, AND HE HEALED THE SICK, THE PARALYTIC, THE LEPERS, THE DEMONIACS, THE BLIND, THE LAME, THE DEAD; AND HIMSELF HE CANNOT CURE. IN THE SAME MANNER ALSO, THE ROBBER CRUCIFIED ON HIS LEFT HAND SAID TO HIM: IF THOU ART THE SON OF GOD, COME DOWN AND SAVE BOTH THYSELF AND US. HIS NAME WAS GISTAS. AND HE THAT WAS CRUCIFIED ON THE RIGHT, DYSMAS BY NAME, REPROVED THAT ROBBER, SAYING: O WRETCHED AND MISERABLE MAN, DOST THOU NOT FEAR GOD? WE SUFFER THE DUE PUNISHMENT OF WHAT WE HAVE DONE; BUT THIS MAN HAS DONE NO EVIL AT ALL. AND TURNING TO JESUS, HE SAYS TO HIM: LORD, WHEN THOU SHALT REIGN DO NOT FORGET ME. AND HE SAID TO HIM: TO-DAY, I TELL THEE TRUTH, I SHALL HAVE THEE IN PARADISE WITH ME. 
CHAPTER 11
THEN JESUS, CRYING OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, FATHER [STEPHEN], INTO THY HANDS I SHALL COMMIT MY SPIRIT, BREATHED HIS LAST. AND IMMEDIATELY ONE COULD SEE THE ROCKS RENT: FOR THERE WAS AN EARTHQUAKE OVER ALL THE EARTH; AND FROM THE EARTHQUAKE BEING VIOLENT AND GREAT, THE ROCKS ALSO WERE RENT. AND THE TOMBS OF THE DEAD WERE OPENED, AND THE CURTAIN OF THE TEMPLE WAS RENT, AND THERE WAS DARKNESS FROM THE SIXTH HOUR TILL THE NINTH. AND FROM ALL THESE THINGS THAT HAD HAPPENED THE JEWS WERE AFRAID, AND SAID: CERTAINLY, THIS WAS A JUST MAN. AND LONGINUS, THE CENTURION WHO STOOD BY, SAID: TRULY THIS WAS A SON OF GOD. OTHERS COMING AND SEEING HIM, BEAT THEIR BREASTS FROM FEAR, AND AGAIN TURNED BACK. AND THE CENTURION HAVING PERCEIVED ALL THESE SO GREAT MIRACLES, WENT AWAY AND REPORTED THEM TO PILATE. AND WHEN HE HEARD, HE WONDERED AND WAS ASTONISHED, AND FROM HIS FEAR AND GRIEF WOULD NEITHER EAT NOR DRINK THAT DAY. AND HE SENT NOTICE, AND ALL THE SANHEDRIN CAME TO HIM AS SOON AS THE DARKNESS WAS PAST; AND HE SAID TO THE PEOPLE: YOU KNOW HOW THE SUN HAS BEEN DARKENED; YOU KNOW HOW THE CURTAIN HAS BEEN RENT. CERTAINLY, I DID WELL IN BEING BY NO MEANS WILLING TO PUT TO DEATH THE GOOD MAN. AND THE MALEFACTORS SAID TO PILATE: THIS DARKNESS IS AN ECLIPSE OF THE SUN, SUCH AS HAS HAPPENED ALSO AT OTHER TIMES. THEN THEY SAY TO HIM: WE HOLD THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD TO-MORROW; AND WE ENTREAT THEE, SINCE THE CRUCIFIED ARE STILL BREATHING, THAT THEIR BONES BE BROKEN, AND THAT THEY BE BROUGHT DOWN. PILATE SAID: IT SHALL BE SO. HE THEREFORE SENT SOLDIERS, AND THEY FOUND THE TWO ROBBERS YET BREATHING, AND THEY BROKE THEIR LEGS; BUT FINDING JESUS DEAD, THEY DID NOT TOUCH HIM AT ALL, EXCEPT THAT A SOLDIER SPEARED HIM IN THE RIGHT SIDE, AND IMMEDIATELY THERE CAME FORTH BLOOD AND WATER. AND AS THE DAY OF THE PREPARATION WAS DRAWING TOWARDS EVENING, JOSEPH, A MAN WELL-BORN AND RICH, A GOD-FEARING JEW, FINDING NICODEMUS, WHOSE SENTIMENTS HIS FOREGOING SPEECH HAD SHOWN, SAYS TO HIM: I KNOW THAT THOU DIDST [SEXLESSLY] LOVE JESUS WHEN LIVING, AND DIDST GLADLY HEAR HIS WORDS, AND I SAW THEE FIGHTING WITH THE JEWS ON HIS ACCOUNT. IF THEN, IT, SEEM GOOD TO THEE, LET US GO TO PILATE, AND BEG THE BODY OF JESUS FOR BURIAL, BECAUSE IT IS A GREAT [SEXUAL] SIN FOR HIM TO LIE UNBURIED. I AM AFRAID, SAID NICODEMUS, LEST PILATE SHOULD BE ENRAGED, AND SOME EVIL SHOULD BEFALL ME. BUT IF THOU WILT GO ALONE, AND BEG THE DEAD, AND TAKE HIM, THEN WILL I ALSO GO WITH THEE, AND HELP THEE TO DO EVERYTHING NECESSARY FOR THE BURIAL. NICODEMUS HAVING THUS SPOKEN, JOSEPH DIRECTED HIS EYES TO HEAVEN, AND PRAYED THAT HE MIGHT NOT FAIL IN HIS REQUEST; AND HE WENT AWAY TO PILATE, AND HAVING SALUTED HIM, SAT DOWN. THEN HE SAYS TO HIM: I ENTREAT THEE, MY LORD, NOT TO BE ANGRY WITH ME, IF I SHALL ASK ANYTHING CONTRARY TO WHAT SEEMS GOOD TO YOUR HIGHNESS. AND HE SAID: AND WHAT IS IT THAT THOU ASKEST? JOSEPH SAYS: JESUS, THE GOOD MAN WHOM THROUGH HATRED THE JEWS HAVE TAKEN AWAY TO CRUCIFY, HIM I ENTREAT THAT THOU GIVE ME FOR BURIAL. PILATE SAYS: AND WHAT HAS HAPPENED, THAT WE SHOULD DELIVER TO BE HONOURED AGAIN THE DEAD BODY OF HIM AGAINST WHOM EVIDENCE OF SORCERY WAS BROUGHT BY HIS NATION, AND WHO WAS IN SUSPICION OF TAKING THE KINGDOM OF CAESAR, AND SO WAS GIVEN UP BY US TO DEATH? AND JOSEPH, WEEPING AND IN GREAT GRIEF, FELL AT THE FEET OF PILATE, SAYING: MY LORD, LET NO HATRED FALL UPON A DEAD MAN; FOR ALL THE EVIL THAT A MAN HAS DONE SHOULD PERISH WITH HIM IN HIS DEATH. AND I KNOW YOUR HIGHNESS, HOW EAGER THOU WAST THAT JESUS SHOULD NOT BE CRUCIFIED, AND HOW MUCH THOU SAIDST TO THE JEWS ON HIS BEHALF, NOW IN ENTREATY AND AGAIN IN ANGER, AND AT LAST HOW THOU DIDST WASH THY HANDS, AND DECLARE THAT THOU WOULDST BY NO MEANS TAKE PART WITH THOSE WHO WISHED HIM TO BE PUT TO DEATH; FOR ALL WHICH REASONS I ENTREAT THEE NOT TO REFUSE MY REQUEST. PILATE, THEREFORE, SEEING JOSEPH THUS LYING, AND SUPPLICATING, AND WEEPING, RAISED HIM UP, AND SAID: GO, I GRANT THEE THIS DEAD MAN; TAKE HIM, AND DO WHATEVER THOU WILT. AND THEN JOSEPH, HAVING THANKED PILATE, AND KISSED HIS HANDS AND HIS GARMENTS, WENT FORTH, REJOICING INDEED IN HEART AS HAVING OBTAINED HIS [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE, BUT CARRYING TEARS IN HIS EYES. THUS ALSO, THOUGH GRIEVED, HE WAS GLAD. ACCORDINGLY, HE GOES AWAY TO NICODEMUS, AND DISCLOSES TO HIM ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED. THEN, HAVING BOUGHT MYRRH AND ALOES A HUNDRED POUNDS, AND A NEW TOMB, THEY, ALONG WITH THE MOTHER OF GOD AND MARY MAGDALENE AND SALOME, ALONG WITH JOHN, AND THE REST OF THE WOMEN, DID WHAT WAS CUSTOMARY FOR THE BODY WITH WHITE LINEN, AND PLACED IT IN THE TOMB. AND THE MOTHER OF GOD SAID, WEEPING: HOW AM I NOT TO LAMENT THEE, MY SON? HOW SHOULD I NOT TEAR MY FACE WITH MY NAILS? THIS IS THAT, MY SON, WHICH SYMEON THE ELDER FORETOLD TO ME WHEN I BROUGHT THEE, AN INFANT OF FORTY DAYS OLD, INTO THE TEMPLE. THIS IS THE SWORD WHICH NOW GOES THROUGH MY SOUL. WHO SHALL PUT A STOP TO MY TEARS, MY SWEETEST SON? NO ONE AT ALL EXCEPT THYSELF ALONE, IF, AS THOU SAIDST, THOU SHALT RISE AGAIN IN THREE DAYS. MARY MAGDALENE SAID, WEEPING: HEAR, O PEOPLES, TRIBES, AND TONGUES, AND LEARN TO WHAT DEATH THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS JEWS HAVE DELIVERED HIM WHO DID THEM TEN THOUSAND GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS. HEAR, AND BE ASTONISHED. WHO WILL LET THESE THINGS BE HEARD BY ALL THE WORLD? I SHALL GO ALONE TO ROME, TO THE CAESAR. I SHALL SHOW HIM WHAT EVIL PILATE HATH DONE IN OBEYING THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS JEWS. LIKEWISE, ALSO, JOSEPH LAMENTED, SAYING: AH, ME! SWEETEST JESUS, MOST EXCELLENT OF MEN, IF INDEED IT BE PROPER TO CALL THEE MAN, WHO HAST WROUGHT SUCH MIRACLES AS NO MAN HAS EVER DONE. HOW SHALL I ENSHROUD THEE? HOW SHALL I ENTOMB THEE? THERE SHOULD NOW HAVE BEEN HERE THOSE WHOM THOU FEDST WITH A FEW LOAVES; FOR THUS SHOULD I NOT HAVE SEEMED TO FAIL IN WHAT IS DUE. THEN JOSEPH, ALONG WITH NICODEMUS, WENT HOME; AND LIKEWISE, ALSO THE MOTHER OF GOD, WITH THE WOMEN, JOHN ALSO BEING PRESENT WITH THEM.
CHAPTER 12
WHEN THE JEWS WERE MADE ACQUAINTED WITH THESE THINGS DONE BY JOSEPH AND NICODEMUS, THEY WERE GREATLY STIRRED UP AGAINST THEM. AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SENT FOR JOSEPH, AND SAID: WHY HAST THOU DONE THIS SERVICE TO JESUS? JOSEPH SAYS: I KNOW THAT JESUS WAS A MAN JUST, AND TRUE, AND GOOD IN ALL RESPECTS; AND I KNOW ALSO THAT YOU, THROUGH HATRED, MANAGED TO MURDER HIM: AND THEREFORE, I BURIED HIM. THEN THE HIGH PRIESTS WERE ENRAGED, AND LAID HOLD OF JOSEPH, AND THREW HIM INTO PRISON, AND SAID TO HIM: IF WE HAD NOT TO-MORROW THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, TOMORROW ALSO SHOULD WE HAVE PUT THEE, LIKE HIM, TO DEATH; BUT BEING KEPT IN THE MEANTIME, EARLY IN THE MORNING OF THE LORD'S DAY [SUNDAY] THOU SHALL BE GIVEN UP TO DEATH. THUS, THEY SPOKE, AND AFFIXED THEIR SEAL TO THE PRISON, HAVING SECURED IT BY FASTENINGS OF ALL SORTS. THUS, THEREFORE, WHEN THE PREPARATION WAS ENDED, EARLY ON THE SABBATH THE JEWS WENT AWAY TO PILATE, AND SAID TO HIM: MY LORD, THAT DECEIVER SAID, THAT AFTER THREE DAYS HE SHOULD RISE AGAIN. LEST, THEREFORE, HIS DISCIPLES SHOULD STEAL HIM BY NIGHT, AND LEAD THE PEOPLE ASTRAY BY SUCH DECEIT, ORDER HIS TOMB TO BE GUARDED. PILATE THEREFORE, UPON THIS, GAVE THEM FIVE HUNDRED SOLDIERS, WHO ALSO SAT ROUND THE SEPULCHRE SO AS TO GUARD IT, AFTER HAVING PUT SEALS UPON THE STONE OF THE TOMB. THE LORD'S DAY [SUNDAY], THEN, HAVING DAWNED, THE CHIEF PRIESTS, ALONG WITH THE JEWS, CALLED A COUNCIL, AND SENT TO TAKE JOSEPH OUT OF THE PRISON, IN ORDER TO PUT HIM TO DEATH. BUT HAVING OPENED IT, THEY FOUND HIM NOT. AND THEY WERE ASTONISHED AT THIS-HOW, WITH THE DOORS SHUT, AND THE BOLTS SAFE, AND THE SEALS UNBROKEN, JOSEPH HAD DISAPPEARED.
CHAPTER 13
AND UPON THIS THERE CAME UP ONE OF THE SOLDIERS GUARDING THE TOMB, AND HE SAID IN THE SYNAGOGUE: LEARN THAT JESUS HAS RISEN. THE JEWS SAY: HOW? AND HE SAID: FIRST THERE WAS AN EARTHQUAKE; THEN AN ANGEL OF THE LORD, CLOTHED WITH LIGHTNING, CAME FROM HEAVEN, AND ROLLED THE STONE FROM THE TOMB, AND SAT UPON IT. AND FROM FEAR OF HIM, ALL OF US SOLDIERS BECAME AS DEAD, AND WERE ABLE NEITHER TO FLEE NOR SPEAK. AND WE HEARD THE ANGELS SAYING TO THE WOMEN WHO CAME THERE TO SEE THE TOMB: BE NOT YOU AFRAID, FOR I KNOW THAT YOU SEEK JESUS. HE IS NOT HERE, BUT IS RISEN, AS HE TOLD YOU BEFORE. BEND DOWN AND SEE THE TOMB WHERE HIS BODY LAY; BUT GO AND TELL HIS DISCIPLES THAT HE IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND LET THEM GO INTO GALILEE, FOR THERE SHALL THEY FIND HIM. FOR THIS REASON, I TELL YOU THIS FIRST. THE JEWS SAY TO THE SOLDIERS: WHAT SORT OF WOMEN WERE THEY WHO CAME TO THE TOMB? AND WHY DID YOU NOT LAY HOLD OF THEM? THE SOLDIERS SAY: FROM THE FEAR AND THE MERE SIGHT OF THE ANGEL, WE WERE ABLE NEITHER TO SPEAK NOR MOVE. THE JEWS SAID: AS THE GOD OF ISRAEL LIVETH, WE DO NOT BELIEVE A WORD YOU SAY. THE SOLDIERS SAY: JESUS DID SO GREAT WONDERS, AND YOU BELIEVED NOT, AND ARE YOU GOING TO BELIEVE US? YOU SAY TRULY THAT GOD LIVETH; AND CERTAINLY, HE WHOM YOU CRUCIFIED TRULY LIVETH. BUT WE HAVE HEARD THAT YOU HAD JOSEPH SHUT UP IN THE PRISON, AND THAT YOU AFTERWARDS OPENED THE DOORS, AND DID NOT FIND HIM. DO YOU THEN PRESENT JOSEPH, AND SO WE ALSO SHALL PRESENT JESUS. THE JEWS SAY: JOSEPH, THAT FLED FROM THE PRISON, YOU WILL FIND IN ARIMATHAEA, HIS OWN COUNTRY. AND THE SOLDIERS SAY: GO YOU TOO INTO GALILEE, AND YOU WILL FIND JESUS, AS THE ANGEL SAID TO THE WOMEN. AT THESE WORDS THE JEWS WERE AFRAID, AND SAID TO THE SOLDIERS: SEE THAT YOU TELL THIS STORY TO NOBODY, OR ALL WILL BELIEVE IN JESUS. AND FOR THIS REASON, THEY GAVE THEM ALSO MUCH MONEY. AND THE SOLDIERS SAID: WE ARE AFRAID LEST BY ANY CHANCE PILATE HEAR THAT WE HAVE TAKEN MONEY, AND HE WILL KILL US. AND THE JEWS SAID: TAKE IT; AND WE PLEDGE OURSELVES THAT WE SHALL SPEAK TO PILATE IN YOUR DEFENCE. ONLY SAY THAT YOU WERE ASLEEP, AND IN YOUR SLUMBER THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CAME AND STOLE HIM FROM THE TOMB. THE SOLDIERS THEREFORE TOOK THE MONEY, AND SAID AS THEY WERE BID. AND UP TO THIS DAY THIS SAME LYING TALE IS TOLD AMONG THE JEWS. 
CHAPTER 14
AND A FEW DAYS AFTER THERE CAME FROM GALILEE TO JERUSALEM THREE MEN. ONE OF THEM WAS A PRIEST, BY NAME PHINEES; THE SECOND A LEVITE, BY NAME AGGAI; AND THE THIRD A SOLDIER, BY NAME ADAS. THESE CAME TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS, AND SAID TO THEM AND TO THE PEOPLE: JESUS, WHOM YOU CRUCIFIED, WE HAVE SEEN IN GALILEE WITH HIS ELEVEN DISCIPLES UPON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, TEACHING THEM, AND SAYING, GO, INTO ALL THE WORLD, AND PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS; AND WHOSOEVER WILL BELIEVE AND BE BAPTIZED SHALL BE SAVED; BUT WHOSOEVER WILL NOT BELIEVE SHALL BE CONDEMNED. AND HAVING THUS SPOKEN, HE WENT UP INTO HEAVEN. AND BOTH WE AND MANY OTHERS OF THE FIVE HUNDRED BESIDES WERE LOOKING ON. AND WHEN THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE JEWS HEARD THESE THINGS, THEY SAID TO THESE THREE: GIVE GLORY TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL, AND REPENT OF THESE LIES THAT YOU HAVE TOLD. THEY ANSWERED: AS THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB LIVETH, WE DO NOT LIE, BUT TELL YOU THE TRUTH. THEN THE HIGH PRIEST SPOKE, AND THEY BROUGHT THE OLD COVENANT OF THE HEBREWS OUT OF THE TEMPLE, AND HE MADE THEM SWEAR, AND GIVING THEM ALSO MONEY, HE SENT THEM INTO ANOTHER PLACE, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT NOT PROCLAIM IN JERUSALEM THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. AND WHEN THESE STORIES HAD BEEN HEARD BY ALL THE PEOPLE, THE CROWD CAME TOGETHER INTO THE TEMPLE, AND THERE WAS A GREAT COMMOTION. FOR MANY SAID: JESUS HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AS WE HEAR, AND WHY DID YOU CRUCIFY HIM? AND ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SAID: DO NOT BELIEVE, YE JEWS, WHAT THE SOLDIERS SAY; AND DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THEY SAW AN ANGEL COMING DOWN FROM HEAVEN. FOR WE HAVE GIVEN MONEY TO THE SOLDIERS, IN ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD NOT TELL SUCH TALES TO ANY ONE; AND THUS, ALSO HAVE THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS GIVEN THEM MONEY, IN ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD SAY THAT JESUS HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD.
CHAPTER 15
NICODEMUS SAYS: O CHILDREN OF THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM, THE PROPHET HELIAS WENT UP INTO THE HEIGHT OF HEAVEN WITH A FIERY CHARIOT, AND IT IS NOTHING INCREDIBLE IF JESUS TOO HAS RISEN; FOR THE PROPHET HELIAS WAS A PROTOTYPE OF JESUS, IN ORDER THAT YOU, HEARING THAT JESUS HAS RISEN, MIGHT NOT DISBELIEVE. I THEREFORE SAY AND ADVISE, THAT IT IS BEFITTING THAT WE SEND SOLDIERS INTO GALILEE, TO THAT PLACE WHERE THESE MEN TESTIFY, THAT THEY SAW HIM WITH HIS DISCIPLES, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY GO [A] ROUND ABOUT AND FIND HIM, AND THAT THUS WE MAY ASK PARDON OF HIM FOR THE EVIL WHICH WE HAVE DONE TO HIM. THIS PROPOSAL PLEASED THEM; AND THEY CHOSE SOLDIERS, AND SENT THEM AWAY INTO GALILEE. AND JESUS INDEED THEY DID NOT FIND; BUT THEY FOUND JOSEPH IN ARIMATHAEA. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE SOLDIERS HAD RETURNED, THE CHIEF PRIESTS, HAVING ASCERTAINED THAT JOSEPH WAS FOUND, BROUGHT THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, AND SAID: WHAT SHALL WE DO TO GET JOSEPH TO COME TO US? AFTER DELIBERATING, THEREFORE, THEY WROTE TO HIM A LETTER TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT:-O FATHER JOSEPH, PEACE BE TO THEE AND ALL THY HOUSE, AND THY FRIENDS! WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE [SEXUALLY] OFFENDED AGAINST GOD, AND AGAINST THEE HIS SERVANT. ON ACCOUNT OF THIS, WE ENTREAT THEE TO COME HERE TO US THY CHILDREN. FOR WE BARE WONDERED MUCH HOW THOU DIDST ESCAPE FROM THE PRISON, AND WE SAY IN TRUTH THAT WE HAD AN EVIL DESIGN AGAINST THEE. BUT GOD, SEEING THAT OUR DESIGNS AGAINST THEE WERE UNJUST, HAS DELIVERED THEE OUT OF OUR HANDS. BUT COME TO US, FOR THOU ART THE HONOUR OF OUR PEOPLE. THIS LETTER THE JEWS SENT TO ARIMATHAEA, WITH SEVEN SOLDIERS, FRIENDS OF JOSEPH. AND THEY WENT AWAY AND FOUND HIM; AND HAVING RESPECTFULLY SALUTED HIM, AS THEY HAD BEEN ORDERED, THEY GAVE HIM THE LETTER, AND, AFTER RECEIVING IT AND READING IT, HE GLORIFIED GOD, AND EMBRACED THE SOLDIERS; AND HAVING SET A TABLE, ATE AND DRANK WITH THEM DURING ALL THE DAY AND THE NIGHT. AND ON THE FOLLOWING DAY HE SET OUT WITH THEM TO JERUSALEM; AND THE PEOPLE CAME FORTH TO MEET HIM, AND EMBRACED HIM. AND NICODEMUS RECEIVED HIM INTO HIS OWN HOUSE. AND THE DAY AFTER, ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, THE CHIEF PRIESTS, HAVING SUMMONED HIM TO THE TEMPLE, SAID TO HIM: GIVE GLORY TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL, AND TELL US THE TRUTH. FOR WE KNOW THAT THOU DIDST BURY JESUS; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT WE LAID HOLD OF THEE, AND LOCKED THEE UP IN THE PRISON. THEREAFTER, WHEN WE SOUGHT TO BRING THEE OUT TO BE PUT TO DEATH, WE DID NOT FIND THEE, AND WE WERE GREATLY ASTONISHED AND AFRAID. MOREOVER, WE PRAYED TO GOD THAT WE MIGHT FIND THEE, AND ASK THEE. TELL US THEREFORE THE TRUTH. JOSEPH SAID TO THEM: IN THE EVENING OF THE PREPARATION, WHEN YOU SECURED ME IN PRISON, I FELL A-PRAYING THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE NIGHT, AND THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE DAY OF THE SABBATH. AND AT MIDNIGHT I SEE THE PRISON-HOUSE THAT FOUR ANGELS LIFTED IT UP, HOLDING IT BY THE FOUR CORNERS. AND JESUS CAME IN LIKE LIGHTNING, AND I FELL TO THE GROUND FROM FEAR. TAKING HOLD OF ME, THEREFORE, BY THE HAND, HE RAISED ME, SAYING, FEAR NOT, JOSEPH. THEREAFTER, EMBRACING ME, HE KISSED ME, AND SAID, TURN, THYSELF, AND SEE WHO I AM. TURNING MYSELF, THEREFORE, AND LOOKING, I SAID, MY LORD, I KNOW NOT WHO THOU ART. HE SAYS, I AM JESUS, WHOM THOU DIDST BURY THE DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY. I SAY TO HIM, SHOW, ME THE TOMB, AND THEN I SHALL BELIEVE. HE TOOK ME, THEREFORE, BY THE HAND, AND LED ME AWAY TO THE TOMB, WHICH HAD BEEN OPENED. AND SEEING THE LINEN AND THE NAPKIN, AND RECOGNISING HIM, I SAID, BLESSED, IS HE THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; AND I ADORED HIM. THEN TAKING ME BY THE HAND, AND ACCOMPANIED BY THE ANGELS, HE BROUGHT ME TO MY HOUSE IN ARIMATHAEA, AND SAID TO ME, SIT, HERE FOR FORTY DAYS; FOR I GO TO MY DISCIPLES, IN ORDER THAT I MAY ENABLE THEM FULLY TO PROCLAIM MY RESURRECTION.
CHAPTER 16
WHEN JOSEPH HAD THUS SPOKEN, THE CHIEF PRIESTS CRIED OUT TO THE PEOPLE: WE KNOW THAT JESUS HAD A FATHER AND MOTHER; HOW CAN WE BELIEVE THAT HE IS THE CHRIST? ONE OF THE LEVITES ANSWERED AND SAID: I KNOW THE FAMILY OF JESUS, NOBLE-MINDED MEN, GREAT SERVANTS OF GOD, AND RECEIVING TITHES FROM THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS. AND I KNOW ALSO SYMEON THE EIDER, THAT HE RECEIVED HIM WHEN HE WAS AN INFANT, AND SAID TO HIM: NOW THOU SENDEST AWAY THY SERVANT, O LORD. THE JEWS SAID: LET US NOW FIND THE THREE MEN THAT SAW HIM ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, THAT WE MAY QUESTION THEM, AND LEARN THE TRUTH MORE ACCURATELY. THEY FOUND THEM, AND BROUGHT THEM BEFORE ALL, AND MADE THEM SWEAR TO TELL THE TRUTH. AND THEY SAID: AS THE GOD OF ISRAEL LIVETH, WE SAW JESUS ALIVE ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, AND GOING UP INTO HEAVEN. THEN ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS TOOK THE THREE APART, ONE BY ONE, AND QUESTIONED THEM SINGLY IN PRIVATE. THEY AGREED WITH ONE ANOTHER, THEREFORE, AND GAVE, EVEN THE THREE, ONE ACCOUNT. THE CHIEF PRIESTS ANSWERED, SAYING: OUR [HOLY] SCRIPTURE SAYS THAT EVERY WORD SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY TWO OR THREE WITNESSES. JOSEPH, THEN, HAS CONFESSED THAT HE, ALONG WITH NICODEMUS, ATTENDED TO HIS BODY, AND BURIED HIM, AND HOW IT IS THE TRUTH THAT HE HAS RISEN. 
MEMORIALS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST DONE IN THE TIME OF PONTIUS PILATE
PROLOGUE (ABSENT FROM SOME MANUSCRIPTS AND VERSIONS) I ANANIAS (AENEAS COPT., EMAUS LATT.), THE PROTECTOR, OF PRAETORIAN RANK, LEARNED IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW, DID FROM THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES RECOGNIZE OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST AND CAME NEAR TO HIM BY FAITH, AND WAS ACCOUNTED WORTHY OF HOLY BAPTISM: AND I SOUGHT OUT THE MEMORIALS THAT WERE MADE AT THAT SEASON IN THE TIME OF OUR MASTER JESUS CHRIST, WHICH THE JEWS DEPOSITED WITH PONTIUS PILATE, AND FOUND THE MEMORIALS IN HEBREW (LETTERS), AND BY THE GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE OF GOD I TRANSLATED THEM INTO GREEK (LETTERS) FOR THE INFORMING OF ALL THEM THAT CALL UPON THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: IN THE REIGN OF OUR LORD FLAVIUS THEODOSIUS, IN THE SEVENTEENTH YEAR, AND OF FLAVIUS VALENTINIANUS THE SIXTH, IN THE NINTH INDICTION [CORRUPT: LAT. HAS THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR OF THEODOSIUS, WHEN VALENTINIAN WAS PROCLAIMED AUGUSTUS, A.D. 425]. 
CHAPTER 1
ALL YE THEREFORE THAT READ THIS AND TRANSLATE (OR COPY) IT INTO OTHER BOOKS, REMEMBER ME AND PRAY FOR ME THAT GOD WILL BE GRACIOUS UNTO ME AND BE MERCIFUL UNTO MY [SEXUAL] SINS WHICH I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST HIM. PEACE BE TO THEM THAT READ AND THAT HEAR THESE THINGS AND TO THEIR SERVANTS. AMEN. IN THE FIFTEENTH (AL. NINETEENTH) YEAR OF THE GOVERNANCE OF TIBERIUS CAESAR, EMPEROR OF THE ROMANS, AND OF HEROD, KING OF GALILEE, IN THE NINETEENTH YEAR OF HIS RULE, ON THE EIGHTH OF THE KALENDS OF APRIL, WHICH IS THE 25TH OF MARCH, IN THE CONSULATE OF RUFUS AND RUBELLIO, IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THE TWO HUNDRED AND SECOND OLYMPIAD, JOSEPH WHO IS CAIAPHAS BEING HIGH PRIEST OF THE JEWS: THESE BE THE THINGS WHICH AFTER THE CROSS AND PASSION OF THE LORD NICODEMUS RECORDED AND DELIVERED UNTO THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE REST OF THE JEWS: AND THE SAME NICODEMUS SET THEM FORTH IN HEBREW (LETTERS). 1 FOR THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND SCRIBES ASSEMBLED IN COUNCIL, EVEN ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS AND SOMNE (SENES) AND DOTHAIM (DOTHAEL, DATHAËS, DATAM) AND GAMALIEL, JUDAS, LEVI AND NEPTHALIM, ALEXANDER AND JAIRUS AND THE REST OF THE JEWS, AND CAME UNTO PILATE ACCUSING JESUS FOR MANY DEEDS, SAYING: WE KNOW THIS MAN, THAT HE IS THE SON OF JOSEPH THE CARPENTER, BEGOTTEN OF MARY, AND HE SAITH THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD AND A KING; MOREOVER HE DOTH [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE THE SABBATHS AND HE WOULD DESTROY THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF OUR FATHERS. PILATE SAITH: AND WHAT THINGS ARE THEY THAT HE DOETH, AND WOULD DESTROY THE [SEXLESS] LAW? THE JEWS SAY: WE HAVE A [SEXLESS] LAW THAT WE SHOULD NOT HEAL ANY MAN ON THE SABBATH: BUT THIS MAN OF HIS EVIL DEEDS HATH HEALED THE LAME AND THE BENT, THE WITHERED AND THE BLIND AND THE PARALYTIC, THE DUMB AND THEM THAT WERE POSSESSED, ON THE SABBATH DAY! PILATE SAITH UNTO THEM: BY WHAT EVIL DEEDS? THEY SAY UNTO HIM: HE IS A SORCERER, AND BY BEELZEBUB THE PRINCE OF THE DEVILS HE CASTETH OUT DEVILS, AND THEY ARE ALL SUBJECT UNTO HIM. PILATE SAITH UNTO THEM: THIS IS NOT TO CAST OUT DEVILS BY AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT, BUT BY THE GOD ASCLEPIUS. 2 THE JEWS SAY UNTO PILATE: WE BESEECH THY MAJESTY, THAT HE APPEARED BEFORE THY JUDGEMENT-SEAT AND BE HEARD. AND PILATE CALLED THEM UNTO HIM AND SAID: TELL ME, HOW CAN I THAT AM A GOVERNOR EXAMINE A KING? THEY SAY UNTO HIM: WE SAY NOT THAT HE IS A KING, BUT HE SAITH IT OF HIMSELF. AND PILATE CALLED THE MESSENGER (CURSOR) AND SAID UNTO HIM: LET JESUS BE BROUGHT HITHER, BUT WITH GENTLENESS. AND THE MESSENGER WENT FORTH, AND WHEN HE PERCEIVED JESUS, HE WORSHIPPED HIM AND TOOK THE KERCHIEF THAT WAS ON HIS HAND AND SPREAD IT UPON THE EARTH AND SAITH UNTO HIM: LORD, WALK HEREON AND ENTER IN, FOR THE GOVERNOR CALLETH THEE. AND WHEN THE JEWS SAW WHAT THE MESSENGER HAD DONE, THEY CRIED OUT AGAINST PILATE SAYING: WHEREFORE DIDST THOU NOT SUMMON HIM BY A HERALD TO ENTER IN, BUT BY A MESSENGER? FOR THE MESSENGER WHEN HE SAW HIM WORSHIPPED HIM AND SPREAD OUT HIS KERCHIEF UPON THE GROUND AND HATH MADE HIM WALK UPON IT LIKE A KING! 3 THEN PILATE CALLED FOR THE MESSENGER AND SAID UNTO HIM: WHEREFORE HAST THOU DONE THIS, AND HAST SPREAD THY KERCHIEF UPON THE GROUND AND MADE JESUS TO WALK UPON IT? THE MESSENGER SAITH UNTO HIM: LORD GOVERNOR, WHEN THOU SENTEST ME TO JERUSALEM UNTO ALEXANDER, I SAW JESUS SITTING UPON AN ASS, AND THE CHILDREN OF THE HEBREWS HELD BRANCHES IN THEIR HANDS AND CRIED OUT, AND OTHERS SPREAD THEIR GARMENTS BENEATH HIM, SAYING: SAVE NOW, THOU THAT ART IN THE HIGHEST: BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 4 THE JEWS CRIED OUT AND SAID UNTO THE MESSENGER: THE CHILDREN OF THE HEBREWS CRIED OUT IN HEBREW: HOW THEN HAST THOU IT IN THE GREEK? THE MESSENGER SAITH TO THEM: I DID ASK ONE OF THE JEWS AND SAID: WHAT IS IT THAT THEY CRY OUT IN HEBREW? AND HE INTERPRETED IT UNTO ME. PILATE SAITH UNTO THEM: AND HOW CRIED THEY IN HEBREW? THE JEWS SAY UNTO HIM: HOSANNA MEMBROME BAROUCHAMMA ADONAI. PILATE SAITH UNTO THEM: AND THE HOSANNA AND THE REST, HOW IS IT INTERPRETED? THE JEWS SAY UNTO HIM: SAVE NOW, THOU THAT ART IN THE HIGHEST: BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD PILATE SAITH UNTO THEM: IF YOU YOURSELVES BEAR WITNESS OF THE WORDS WHICH WERE SAID OF THE CHILDREN, WHEREIN HATH THE MESSENGER [SEXUALLY] SINNED? AND THEY HELD THEIR PEACE. THE GOVERNOR SAITH UNTO THE MESSENGER: GO FORTH AND BRING HIM IN AFTER WHAT MANNER THOU WILT. AND THE MESSENGER WENT FORTH AND DID AFTER THE FORMER MANNER AND SAID UNTO JESUS: LORD, ENTER IN: THE GOVERNOR CALLETH THEE. 5 NOW WHEN JESUS ENTERED IN, AND THE ENSIGNS WERE HOLDING THE STANDARDS, THE [SEXLESS] IMAGES (BUSTS) OF THE STANDARDS BOWED AND DID REVERENCE TO JESUS. AND WHEN THE JEWS SAW THE CARRIAGE OF THE STANDARDS, HOW THEY BOWED THEMSELVES AND DID REVERENCE UNTO JESUS, THEY CRIED OUT ABOVE MEASURE AGAINST THE ENSIGNS. BUT PILATE SAID UNTO THE JEWS: MARVEL YE NOT THAT THE [SEXLESS] IMAGES BOWED THEMSELVES AND DID REVERENCE UNTO JESUS? THE JEWS SAY UNTO PILATE: WE SAW HOW THE ENSIGNS MADE THEM TO BOW AND DID REVERENCE TO HIM. AND THE GOVERNOR CALLED FOR THE ENSIGNS AND SAITH UNTO THEM: WHEREFORE DID YE SO? THEY SAY UNTO PILATE: WE ARE GREEKS AND SERVERS OF TEMPLES, AND HOW COULD WE DO HIM REVERENCE? FOR INDEED, WHILST WE HELD THE [SEXLESS] IMAGES, THEY BOWED OF THEMSELVES AND DID REVERENCE UNTO HIM. 6 THEN SAITH PILATE UNTO THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE: CHOOSE YOU OUT ABLE AND STRONG MEN AND LET THEM HOLD THE STANDARDS, AND LET US SEE IF THEY BOW OF THEMSELVES. AND THE ELDERS OF THE JEWS TOOK TWELVE MEN STRONG AND ABLE AND MADE THEM TO HOLD THE STANDARDS BY SIXES, AND THEY WERE SET BEFORE THE JUDGEMENT-SEAT OF THE GOVERNOR; AND PILATE SAID TO THE MESSENGER: TAKE HIM OUT OF THE JUDGEMENT HALL (PRAETORIUM) AND BRING HIM IN AGAIN AFTER WHAT MANNER THOU WILT. AND JESUS WENT OUT OF THE JUDGEMENT HALL, HE AND THE MESSENGER. AND PILATE CALLED UNTO HIM THEM THAT BEFORE HELD THE [SEXLESS] IMAGES, AND SAID UNTO THEM: I HAVE SWORN BY THE SAFETY OF CAESAR THAT IF THE STANDARDS BOW NOT WHEN JESUS ENTERETH IN, I WILL CUT OFF YOUR HEADS. AND THE GOVERNOR COMMANDED JESUS TO ENTER IN THE SECOND TIME. AND THE MESSENGER DID AFTER THE FORMER MANNER AND BESOUGHT JESUS MUCH THAT HE WOULD WALK UPON HIS KERCHIEF; AND HE WALKED UPON IT AND ENTERED IN. AND WHEN HE HAD ENTERED, THE STANDARDS BOWED THEMSELVES AGAIN AND DID REVERENCE UNTO JESUS.
CHAPTER 2
1 NOW WHEN PILATE SAW IT, HE WAS AFRAID, AND SOUGHT TO RISE UP FROM THE JUDGEMENT-SEAT. AND WHILE HE YET THOUGHT TO RISE UP, HIS WIFE SENT UNTO HIM, SAYING: HAVE THOU NOTHING TO DO WITH THIS JUST MAN, FOR I HAVE SUFFERED MANY THINGS BECAUSE OF HIM BY NIGHT. AND PILATE CALLED UNTO HIM ALL THE JEWS, AND SAID UNTO THEM: YE KNOW THAT MY WIFE FEARETH GOD AND FAVOURETH RATHER THE CUSTOMS OF THE JEWS, WITH YOU? THEY SAY UNTO HIM: YEA, WE KNOW IT. PILATE SAITH UNTO THEM: LO, MY WIFE HATH SENT UNTO ME, SAYING: HAVE THOU NOTHING TO DO WITH THIS JUST MAN: FOR I HAVE SUFFERED MANY THINGS BECAUSE OF HIM BY NIGHT. BUT THE JEWS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO PILATE: SAID WE NOT UNTO THEE THAT HE IS A SORCERER? BEHOLD, HE HATH SENT A VISION OF A DREAM UNTO THY WIFE. 2 AND PILATE CALLED JESUS UNTO HIM AND SAID TO HIM: WHAT IS IT THAT THESE WITNESS AGAINST THEE? SPEAKEST THOU NOTHING? BUT JESUS SAID: IF THEY HAD NOT HAD POWER, THEY WOULD HAVE SPOKEN NOTHING; FOR EVERY MAN HATH POWER OVER HIS OWN MOUTH, TO SPEAK GOOD OR EVIL: THEY SHALL SEE TO IT. 3 THE ELDERS OF THE JEWS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO JESUS: WHAT SHALL WE SEE? FIRSTLY, THAT THOU WAST BORN OF FORNICATION; SECONDLY, THAT THY BIRTH IN BETHLEHEM WAS THE CAUSE OF THE SLAYING OF CHILDREN; THIRDLY, THAT THY FATHER JOSEPH AND THY MOTHER MARY FLED INTO EGYPT BECAUSE THEY HAD NO CONFIDENCE BEFORE THE PEOPLE. 4 THEN SAID CERTAIN OF THEM THAT STOOD BY, DEVOUT MEN OF THE JEWS: WE SAY NOT THAT HE CAME OF FORNICATION; BUT WE KNOW THAT JOSEPH WAS BETROTHED UNTO MARY, AND HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION. PILATE SAITH UNTO THOSE JEWS WHICH SAID THAT HE CAME OF FORNICATION: THIS YOUR SAYING IS NOT TRUE, FOR THERE WERE ESPOUSALS, AS THESE ALSO SAY WHICH ARE OF YOUR NATION. ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SAY UNTO PILATE: THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF US CRY OUT THAT HE WAS BORN OF FORNICATION, AND WE ARE NOT BELIEVED: BUT THESE ARE PROSELYTES AND DISCIPLES OF HIS. AND PILATE CALLED ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS UNTO HIM AND SAID TO THEM: WHAT BE PROSELYTES? THEY SAY UNTO HIM: THEY WERE BORN CHILDREN OF GREEKS, AND NOW ARE THEY BECOME JEWS. THEN SAID THEY WHICH SAID THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, EVEN LAZARUS, ASTERIUS, ANTONIUS, JACOB, AMNES, ZENAS, SAMUEL, ISAAC, PHINEES, CRISPUS, AGRIPPA, AND JUDAS: WE WERE NOT BORN PROSELYTES (ARE NOT GREEKS, COPT.), BUT WE ARE CHILDREN OF JEWS AND WE SPEAK THE TRUTH; FOR VERILY WE WERE PRESENT AT THE ESPOUSALS OF JOSEPH AND MARY. 5 AND PILATE CALLED UNTO HIM THOSE TWELVE MEN WHICH SAID THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, AND SAITH UNTO THEM: I ADJURE YOU BY THE SAFETY OF CAESAR, ARE THESE THINGS TRUE WHICH YE HAVE SAID, THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION? THEY SAY UNTO PILATE: WE HAVE A [SEXLESS] LAW THAT WE SWEAR NOT, BECAUSE IT IS [SEXUAL] SIN: BUT LET THEM SWEAR BY THE SAFETY OF CAESAR THAT IT IS NOT AS WE HAVE SAID, AND WE WILL BE GUILTY OF DEATH. PILATE SAITH TO ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS: ANSWER YE NOTHING TO THESE THINGS? ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SAY UNTO PILATE: THESE TWELVE MEN ARE BELIEVED WHICH SAY THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, BUT THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF US CRY OUT THAT HE WAS BORN OF FORNICATION, AND IS A SORCERER, AND SAITH THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD AND A KING, AND WE ARE NOT BELIEVED. 6 AND PILATE COMMANDED THE WHOLE MULTITUDE TO GO OUT, SAVING THE TWELVE MEN WHICH SAID THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, AND HE COMMANDED JESUS TO BE SET APART: AND PILATE SAITH UNTO THEM: FOR WHAT CAUSE DO THEY DESIRE TO PUT HIM TO DEATH? THEY SAY UNTO PILATE: THEY HAVE JEALOUSY, BECAUSE HE HEALETH ON THE SABBATH DAY. PILATE SAITH: FOR A GOOD WORK DO THEY DESIRE TO PUT HIM TO DEATH? THEY SAY UNTO HIM: YEA.
CHAPTER 3
1 AND PILATE WAS FILLED WITH INDIGNATION AND WENT FORTH WITHOUT THE JUDGEMENT HALL AND SAITH UNTO THEM: I CALL THE SUN TO WITNESS THAT I FIND NO FAULT IN THIS MAN. THE JEWS ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE GOVERNOR: IF THIS MAN WERE NOT A, MALEFACTOR WE WOULD NOT HAVE DELIVERED HIM UNTO THEE. AND PILATE SAID: TAKE YE HIM AND JUDGE HIM ACCORDING TO YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW. THE JEWS SAID UNTO PILATE: IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR US TO PUT ANY MAN TO DEATH. PILATE SAID: HATH GOD FORBIDDEN YOU TO SLAY, AND ALLOWED ME? 2 AND PILATE WENT IN AGAIN INTO THE JUDGEMENT HALL AND CALLED JESUS APART AND SAID UNTO HIM: ART THOU THE KING OF THE JEWS? JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID TO PILATE: SAYEST THOU THIS THING OF THYSELF, OR DID OTHERS TELL IT THEE OF ME? PILATE ANSWERED JESUS: AM I ALSO A JEW? THINE OWN NATION AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS HAVE DELIVERED THEE UNTO ME: WHAT HAST THOU DONE? JESUS ANSWERED: MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD; FOR IF MY KINGDOM WERE OF THIS WORLD, MY SERVANTS WOULD HAVE STRIVEN THAT I SHOULD NOT BE DELIVERED TO THE JEWS: BUT NOW IS MY KINGDOM NOT FROM HENCE. PILATE SAID UNTO HIM: ART THOU A KING, THEN? JESUS ANSWERED HIM: THOU SAYEST THAT I AM A KING; FOR FOR THIS CAUSE WAS I BORN AND AM COME, THAT EVERY ONE THAT IS OF THE TRUTH SHOULD HEAR MY VOICE. PILATE SAITH UNTO HIM: WHAT IS TRUTH? JESUS SAITH UNTO HIM: TRUTH IS OF HEAVEN. PILATE SAITH: IS THERE NOT TRUTH UPON EARTH? JESUS SAITH UNTO PILATE: THOU SEEST HOW THAT THEY WHICH SPEAK THE TRUTH ARE JUDGED OF THEM THAT HAVE AUTHORITY UPON EARTH.
CHAPTER 4
1 AND PILATE LEFT JESUS IN THE JUDGEMENT HALL AND WENT FORTH TO THE JEWS AND SAID UNTO THEM: I FIND NO FAULT IN HIM. THE JEWS SAY UNTO HIM: THIS MAN SAID: I AM ABLE TO DESTROY THIS TEMPLE AND IN THREE DAYS TO BUILD IT UP. PILATE SAITH: WHAT TEMPLE? THE JEWS SAY: THAT WHICH SOLOMON BUILT IN FORTY AND SIX YEARS, BUT WHICH THIS MAN SAITH HE WILL DESTROY AND BUILD IT IN THREE DAYS. PILATE SAITH UNTO THEM: I AM GUILTLESS OF THE BLOOD OF THIS JUST MAN: SEE YE TO IT. THE JEWS SAY: HIS BLOOD BE UPON US AND ON OUR CHILDREN. 2 AND PILATE CALLED THE ELDERS AND THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES UNTO HIM AND SAID TO THEM SECRETLY: DO NOT SO: FOR THERE IS NOTHING WORTHY OF DEATH WHEREOF YE HAVE ACCUSED HIM, FOR YOUR ACCUSATION IS CONCERNING HEALING AND PROFANING OF THE SABBATH. THE ELDERS AND THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES SAY: IF A MAN BLASPHEME AGAINST CAESAR, IS HE WORTHY OF DEATH OR NO? PILATE SAITH: HE IS WORTHY OF DEATH. THE JEWS SAY UNTO PILATE: IF A MAN BE WORTHY OF DEATH, IF HE, BLASPHEME AGAINST CAESAR, THIS MAN HATH BLASPHEMED AGAINST GOD. 3 THEN THE GOVERNOR COMMANDED ALL THE JEWS TO GO OUT FROM THE JUDGEMENT HALL, AND HE CALLED JESUS TO HIM AND SAITH UNTO HIM: WHAT SHALL I DO WITH THEE? JESUS SAITH UNTO PILATE: DO AS IT HATH BEEN GIVEN THEE. PILATE SAITH: HOW HATH IT BEEN GIVEN? JESUS SAITH: MOSES AND THE PROPHETS DID FORETELL CONCERNING MY DEATH AND RISING AGAIN. NOW THE JEWS INQUIRED BY STEALTH AND HEARD, AND THEY SAY UNTO PILATE: WHAT NEEDEST THOU TO HEAR FURTHER OF THIS BLASPHEMY? PILATE SAITH UNTO THE JEWS: IF THIS WORD BE OF BLASPHEMY, TAKE YE HIM FOR HIS BLASPHEMY, AND BRING HIM INTO YOUR SYNAGOGUE AND JUDGE HIM ACCORDING TO YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW. THE JEWS SAY UNTO PILATE: IT IS CONTAINED IN OUR [SEXLESS] LAW, THAT IF A MAN [SEXUAL] SIN AGAINST A MAN, HE IS WORTHY TO RECEIVE FORTY STRIPES SAVE ONE: BUT HE THAT BLASPHEMETH AGAINST GOD, THAT HE SHOULD BE STONED WITH STONING. 4 PILATE SAITH UNTO THEM: TAKE YE HIM AND AVENGE YOURSELVES OF HIM IN WHAT MANNER YE WILL. THE JEWS SAY UNTO PILATE: WE WILL THAT HE BE CRUCIFIED. PILATE SAITH: HE DESERVETH NOT TO BE CRUCIFIED. 5 NOW AS THE GOVERNOR LOOKED ROUND ABOUT UPON THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS WHICH STOOD BY, HE BEHELD MANY OF THE JEWS WEEPING, AND SAID: NOT ALL THE MULTITUDE DESIRE THAT HE SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH. THE ELDER OF THE JEWS SAID: TO THIS END HAVE THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF US COME HITHER, THAT HE SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH. PILATE SAITH TO THE JEWS: WHEREFORE SHOULD HE DIE? THE JEWS SAID: BECAUSE HE CALLED HIMSELF THE SON OF GOD, AND A KING.
CHAPTER 5
1 BUT A CERTAIN MAN, NICODEMUS, A JEW, CAME AND STOOD BEFORE THE GOVERNOR AND SAID: I BESEECH THEE, GOOD (PIOUS) LORD, BID ME SPEAK A FEW WORDS. PILATE SAITH: SAY ON. NICODEMUS SAITH: I SAID UNTO THE ELDERS AND THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES AND UNTO ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS IN THE SYNAGOGUE: WHEREFORE CONTEND YE WITH THIS MAN? THIS MAN DOETH MANY AND WONDERFUL SIGNS, WHICH NO MAN HATH DONE, NEITHER WILL DO: LET HIM ALONE AND CONTRIVE NOT ANY EVIL AGAINST HIM: IF THE SIGNS WHICH HE DOETH ARE OF GOD, THEY WILL STAND, BUT IF THEY BE OF MEN, THEY WILL COME TO NOUGHT. FOR VERILY MOSES, WHEN HE WAS SENT OF GOD INTO EGYPT DID MANY SIGNS, WHICH GOD COMMANDED HIM TO DO BEFORE PHARAOH, KING OF EGYPT; AND THERE WERE THERE CERTAIN MEN, SERVANTS OF PHARAOH, JANNES AND JAMBRES, AND THEY ALSO DID SIGNS NOT A FEW, OF THEM WHICH MOSES DID, AND THE EGYPTIANS HELD THEM AS GODS, EVEN JANNES AND JAMBRES: AND WHEREAS THE SIGNS WHICH THEY DID WERE NOT OF GOD, THEY PERISHED AND THOSE ALSO THAT BELIEVED ON THEM. AND NOW LET THIS MAN GO, FOR HE IS NOT WORTHY OF DEATH. 2 THE JEWS SAY UNTO NICODEMUS: THOU DIDST BECOME HIS DISCIPLE AND THOU SPEAKEST ON HIS BEHALF. NICODEMUS SAITH UNTO THEM: IS THE GOVERNOR ALSO BECOME HIS DISCIPLE, THAT HE SPEAKETH ON HIS BEHALF? DID NOT CAESAR APPOINT HIM UNTO THIS DIGNITY? AND THE JEWS WERE RAGING AND GNASHING THEIR TEETH AGAINST NICODEMUS. PILATE SAITH UNTO THEM: WHEREFORE GNASH YE YOUR TEETH AGAINST HIM, WHEREAS YE HAVE HEARD THE TRUTH? THE JEWS SAY UNTO NICODEMUS: MAYEST THOU RECEIVE HIS TRUTH AND HIS PORTION. NICODEMUS SAITH: AMEN, AMEN: MAY I RECEIVE IT AS YE HAVE SAID.
CHAPTER 6
1 NOW ONE OF THE JEWS CAME FORWARD AND BESOUGHT THE GOVERNOR THAT HE MIGHT SPEAK A WORD. THE GOVERNOR SAITH: IF THOU WILT SAY AUGHT, SPEAK ON. AND THE JEW SAID: THIRTY AND EIGHT YEARS LAY I ON A BED IN SUFFERING OF PAINS, AND AT THE COMING OF JESUS MANY THAT WERE POSSESSED AND LAID WITH DIVERS DISEASES WERE HEALED BY HIM, AND CERTAIN (FAITHFUL) YOUNG MEN TOOK PITY ON ME AND CARRIED ME WITH MY BED AND BROUGHT ME UNTO HIM; AND WHEN JESUS SAW ME HE HAD COMPASSION, AND SPAKE A WORD UNTO ME: TAKE UP THY BED AND WALK. AND I TOOK UP MY BED AND WALKED. THE JEWS SAY UNTO PILATE: ASK OF HIM WHAT DAY IT WAS WHEREON HE WAS HEALED? <PILATE SAID UNTO HIM THAT WAS HEALED OF HIS SICKNESS: TELL ME TRULY WHAT DAY IT WAS WHEREON HE HEALED THEE. COPT. ONLY.> HE THAT WAS HEALED SAITH: ON THE SABBATH. THE JEWS SAY: DID WE NOT INFORM THEE SO, THAT UPON THE SABBATH HE HEALETH AND CASTETH OUT DEVILS? 2 AND ANOTHER JEW CAME FORWARD AND SAID: I WAS BORN BLIND: I HEARD WORDS BUT I SAW NO MAN’S FACE: AND AS JESUS PASSED BY, I CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE: HAVE MERCY ON ME, O SON OF DAVID. AND HE TOOK PITY ON ME AND PUT HIS HANDS UPON MINE EYES AND I RECEIVED SIGHT IMMEDIATELY. AND ANOTHER JEW CAME FORWARD AND SAID: I WAS BOWED AND HE MADE ME STRAIGHT WITH A WORD. AND ANOTHER SAID: I WAS A LEPER, AND HE HEALED ME WITH A WORD.
CHAPTER 7
AND A CERTAIN WOMAN NAMED BERNICE (BERONICE COPT., VERONICA LAT.) CRYING OUT FROM AFAR OFF SAID: I HAD AN ISSUE OF BLOOD AND I TOUCHED THE HEM OF HIS GARMENT, AND THE FLOWING OF MY BLOOD WAS STAYED WHICH I HAD TWELVE YEARS. THE JEWS SAY: WE HAVE A [SEXLESS] LAW THAT A WOMAN SHALL NOT COME TO GIVE TESTIMONY.
CHAPTER 8
AND CERTAIN OTHERS, EVEN A MULTITUDE BOTH OF MEN AND WOMEN, CRIED OUT, SAYING: THIS MAN IS A PROPHET AND THE DEVILS ARE SUBJECT UNTO HIM. PILATE SAITH TO THEM WHICH SAID: THE DEVILS ARE SUBJECT UNTO HIM: WHEREFORE WERE NOT YOUR TEACHERS ALSO SUBJECT UNTO HIM? THEY SAY UNTO PILATE: WE KNOW NOT. OTHERS ALSO SAID: HE RAISED UP LAZARUS WHICH WAS DEAD OUT OF HIS TOMB AFTER FOUR DAYS. AND THE GOVERNOR WAS AFRAID AND SAID UNTO ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS: WHEREFORE WILL YE SHED INNOCENT BLOOD?
CHAPTER 9
1 AND HE CALLED UNTO HIM NICODEMUS AND THOSE TWELVE MEN WHICH SAID THAT HE WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, AND SAID UNTO THEM: WHAT SHALL I DO, FOR THERE RISETH SEDITION AMONG THE PEOPLE? THEY SAY UNTO HIM: WE KNOW NOT; LET THEM SEE TO IT. AGAIN, PILATE CALLED FOR ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS AND SAITH: YE KNOW THAT YE HAVE A CUSTOM THAT AT THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD I SHOULD RELEASE UNTO YOU A PRISONER. NOW I HAVE A PRISONER UNDER CONDEMNATION IN THE PRISON, A MURDERER, BARABBAS BY NAME, AND THIS JESUS ALSO WHICH STANDETH BEFORE YOU, IN WHOM I FIND NO FAULT: WHOM WILL YE THAT I RELEASE UNTO YOU? BUT THEY CRIED OUT: BARABBAS. PILATE SAITH: WHAT SHALL I DO THEN WITH JESUS WHO IS CALLED CHRIST? THE JEWS SAY: LET HIM BE CRUCIFIED. BUT CERTAIN OF THE JEWS ANSWERED: THOU ART NOT A FRIEND OF CAESAR’S IF THOU LET THIS MAN GO; FOR HE CALLED HIMSELF THE SON OF GOD AND A KING: THOU WILT THEREFORE HAVE HIM FOR KING AND NOT CAESAR. 2 AND PILATE WAS WROTH AND SAID UNTO THE JEWS: YOUR NATION IS ALWAYS SEDITIOUS AND YE REBEL AGAINST YOUR BENEFACTORS. THE JEWS SAY: AGAINST WHAT BENEFACTORS? PILATE SAITH: ACCORDING AS I HAVE HEARD, YOUR GOD BROUGHT YOU OUT OF EGYPT OUT OF HARD BONDAGE, AND LED YOU SAFE THROUGH THE SEA AS BY DRY LAND, AND IN THE WILDERNESS, HE NOURISHED YOU WITH MANNA AND GAVE YOU QUAILS, AND GAVE YOU WATER TO DRINK OUT OF A ROCK, AND GAVE UNTO YOU, A [SEXLESS] LAW. AND IN ALL THESE THINGS YE [SEXUALLY] PROVOKED YOUR GOD TO ANGER, AND SOUGHT OUT A MOLTEN CALF, AND ANGERED YOUR GOD AND HE SOUGHT TO SLAY YOU: AND MOSES MADE SUPPLICATION FOR YOU AND YE WERE NOT PUT TO DEATH. AND NOW YE DO ACCUSE ME THAT I HATE THE KING (EMPEROR). 3 AND HE ROSE UP FROM THE JUDGMENT-SEAT AND SOUGHT TO GO FORTH. AND THE JEWS CRIED OUT, SAYING: WE KNOW OUR KING, EVEN CAESAR AND NOT JESUS. FOR INDEED THE WISE MEN BROUGHT GIFTS FROM THE EAST UNTO HIM AS UNTO A KING, AND WHEN HEROD HEARD FROM THE WISE MEN THAT A KING WAS BORN, HE SOUGHT TO SLAY HIM; AND WHEN HIS FATHER JOSEPH KNEW THAT, HE TOOK HIM AND HIS MOTHER AND THEY FLED INTO EGYPT. AND WHEN HEROD HEARD IT, HE DESTROYED THE CHILDREN OF THE HEBREWS THAT WERE BORN IN BETHLEHEM. 4 AND WHEN PILATE HEARD THESE WORDS, HE WAS AFRAID. AND PILATE SILENCED THE MULTITUDE, BECAUSE THEY CRIED STILL, AND SAID UNTO THEM: SO, THEN, THIS IS HE WHOM HEROD SOUGHT? THE JEWS SAY: YEA, THIS IS HE. AND PILATE TOOK WATER AND WASHED HIS HANDS BEFORE THE SUN, SAYING: I AM INNOCENT OF THE BLOOD OF THIS JUST MAN: SEE YE TO IT. AGAIN, THE JEWS CRIED OUT: HIS BLOOD BE UPON US AND UPON OUR CHILDREN. 5 THEN PILATE COMMANDED THE VEIL TO BE DRAWN BEFORE THE JUDGEMENT-SEAT WHEREON HE SAT, AND SAITH UNTO JESUS: THY NATION HATH CONVICTED THEE (ACCUSED THEE) AS BEING A KING: THEREFORE HAVE I DECREED THAT THOU SHOULDEST FIRST BE SCOURGED ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE PIOUS EMPERORS, AND THEREAFTER HANGED UPON THE CROSS IN THE GARDEN WHEREIN THOU WAST TAKEN: AND LET DYSMAS AND GESTAS THE TWO MALEFACTORS BE CRUCIFIED WITH THEE.
CHAPTER 10
1 AND JESUS WENT FORTH OF THE JUDGEMENT HALL AND THE TWO MALEFACTORS WITH HIM. AND WHEN THEY WERE COME TO THE PLACE, THEY STRIPPED HIM OF HIS GARMENTS AND GIRT HIM WITH A LINEN CLOTH AND PUT A CROWN OF THORNS ABOUT HIS HEAD: LIKEWISE, ALSO THEY HANGED UP THE TWO MALEFACTORS. BUT JESUS SAID: FATHER [STEPHEN], FORGIVE THEM, FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO. AND THE SOLDIERS DIVIDED HIS GARMENTS AMONG THEM. AND THE PEOPLE STOOD LOOKING UPON HIM, AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE RULERS WITH THEM DERIDED HIM, SAYING: HE SAVED OTHERS, LET HIM SAVE HIMSELF: IF HE BE THE SON OF GOD [LET HIM COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS]. AND THE SOLDIERS ALSO MOCKED HIM, COMING AND OFFERING HIM VINEGAR WITH GALL; AND THEY SAID: IF THOU BE THE KING OF THE JEWS, SAVE THYSELF. AND PILATE AFTER THE SENTENCE COMMANDED HIS ACCUSATION TO BE WRITTEN FOR A TITLE IN LETTERS OF GREEK AND LATIN AND HEBREW, ACCORDING TO THE SAYING OF THE JEWS: THAT HE WAS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 2 AND ONE OF THE MALEFACTORS THAT WERE HANGED [BY NAME GESTAS] SPAKE UNTO HIM, SAYING: IF THOU BE THE CHRIST, SAVE THYSELF, AND US. BUT DYSMAS ANSWERING REBUKED HIM, SAYING: DOST THOU NOT AT ALL FEAR GOD, SEEING THOU ART IN THE SAME CONDEMNATION? AND WE INDEED JUSTLY, FOR WE RECEIVE THE DUE REWARD OF OUR DEEDS; BUT THIS MAN HATH DONE NOTHING AMISS. AND HE SAID UNTO JESUS: REMEMBER ME, LORD, IN THY KINGDOM. AND JESUS SAID UNTO HIM: VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO THEE, THAT TO-DAY THOU SHALT BE (ART) WITH ME IN PARADISE.
CHAPTER 11
1 AND IT WAS ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR, AND THERE WAS DARKNESS OVER THE LAND UNTIL THE NINTH HOUR, FOR THE SUN WAS DARKENED: AND THE VEIL OF THE TEMPLE WAS RENT ASUNDER IN THE MIDST. AND JESUS CALLED WITH A LOUD VOICE AND SAID: FATHER [STEPHEN], BADDACH EPHKID ROUEL, WHICH IS INTERPRETED: INTO THY HANDS I COMMEND MY SPIRIT. AND HAVING THUS SAID HE GAVE UP THE GHOST. AND WHEN THE CENTURION SAW WHAT WAS DONE, HE GLORIFIED GOD, SAYING: THIS MAN WAS RIGHTEOUS. AND ALL THE MULTITUDES THAT HAD COME TO THE SIGHT, WHEN THEY BEHELD WHAT WAS DONE SMOTE THEIR BREASTS AND RETURNED. 2 BUT THE CENTURION REPORTED UNTO THE GOVERNOR THE THINGS THAT HAD COME TO PASS: AND WHEN THE GOVERNOR AND HIS WIFE HEARD, THEY WERE SORE VEXED, AND NEITHER ATE NOR DRANK THAT DAY. AND PILATE SENT FOR THE JEWS AND SAID UNTO THEM: DID YE SEE THAT WHICH CAME TO PASS? BUT THEY SAID: THERE WAS AN ECLIPSE OF THE SUN AFTER THE ACCUSTOMED SORT. 3 AND HIS ACQUAINTANCE HAD STOOD AFAR OFF, AND THE WOMEN WHICH CAME WITH HIM FROM GALILEE, BEHOLDING THESE THINGS. BUT A CERTAIN MAN NAMED JOSEPH, BEING A [SEXLESS] COUNSELLOR, OF THE CITY OF ARIMATHAEA, WHO ALSO HIMSELF LOOKED FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD, THIS MAN WENT TO PILATE AND BEGGED THE BODY OF JESUS. AND HE TOOK IT DOWN AND WRAPPED IT IN A CLEAN LINEN CLOTH AND LAID IT IN A HEWN SEPULCHRE WHEREIN WAS NEVER MAN YET LAID. 
CHAPTER 12
1 NOW WHEN THE JEWS HEARD THAT JOSEPH HAD BEGGED THE BODY OF JESUS, THEY SOUGHT FOR HIM AND FOR THE TWELVE MEN WHICH SAID THAT JESUS WAS NOT BORN OF FORNICATION, AND FOR NICODEMUS AND MANY OTHERS WHICH HAD COME FORTH BEFORE PILATE AND DECLARED HIS GOOD WORKS. BUT ALL THEY HID THEMSELVES, AND NICODEMUS ONLY WAS SEEN OF THEM, FOR HE WAS A RULER OF THE JEWS. AND NICODEMUS SAID UNTO THEM: HOW CAME YE INTO THE SYNAGOGUE? THE JEWS SAY UNTO HIM: HOW DIDST THOU COME INTO THE SYNAGOGUE? FOR THOU ART CONFEDERATE WITH HIM, AND HIS PORTION SHALL BE WITH THEE IN THE LIFE TO COME. NICODEMUS SAITH: AMEN, AMEN. LIKEWISE, JOSEPH ALSO CAME FORTH AND SAID UNTO THEM: WHY IS IT THAT YE ARE VEXED AGAINST ME, FOR THAT I BEGGED THE BODY OF JESUS? BEHOLD I HAVE LAID IT IN MY NEW TOMB, HAVING WRAPPED IT IN CLEAN LINEN, AND I ROLLED A STONE OVER THE DOOR OF THE CAVE. AND YE HAVE NOT DEALT WELL WITH THE JUST ONE, FOR YE REPENTED NOT WHEN YE HAD CRUCIFIED HIM, BUT YE ALSO PIERCED HIM WITH A SPEAR. BUT THE JEWS TOOK HOLD ON JOSEPH AND COMMANDED HIM TO BE PUT IN SAFEGUARD UNTIL THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK: AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM: KNOW THOU THAT THE TIME ALLOWETH US NOT TO DO ANYTHING AGAINST THEE, BECAUSE THE SABBATH DAWNETH: BUT KNOW THAT THOU SHALT NOT OBTAIN BURIAL, BUT WE WILL GIVE THY FLESH UNTO THE FOWLS OF THE HEAVEN. JOSEPH SAITH UNTO THEM: THIS IS THE WORD OF GOLIATH THE BOASTFUL WHICH REPROACHED THE LIVING GOD AND THE HOLY DAVID. FOR GOD SAID BY THE PROPHET: VENGEANCE IS MINE, AND I WILL RECOMPENSE, SAITH THE LORD. AND NOW, LO, ONE THAT WAS UNCIRCUMCISED, BUT CIRCUMCISED IN HEART, TOOK WATER AND WASHED HIS HANDS BEFORE THE SUN, SAYING: I AM INNOCENT OF THE BLOOD OF THIS JUST PERSON: SEE YE TO IT. AND YE ANSWERED PILATE AND SAID: HIS BLOOD BE UPON US AND UPON OUR CHILDREN. AND NOW I FEAR LEST THE WRATH OF THE LORD COME UPON YOU AND UPON YOUR CHILDREN, AS YE HAVE SAID. BUT WHEN THE JEWS HEARD THESE WORDS, THEY WAXED BITTER IN SOUL, AND CAUGHT HOLD ON JOSEPH AND TOOK HIM AND SHUT HIM UP IN A HOUSE WHEREIN WAS NO WINDOW, AND GUARDS WERE SET AT THE DOOR: AND THEY SEALED THE DOOR OF THE PLACE WHERE JOSEPH WAS SHUT UP. 2 AND UPON THE SABBATH DAY THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES MADE AN ORDINANCE THAT ALL MEN SHOULD APPEAR IN THE SYNAGOGUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK. AND ALL THE MULTITUDE ROSE UP EARLY AND TOOK COUNCIL IN THE SYNAGOGUE BY WHAT DEATH THEY SHOULD KILL HIM. AND WHEN THE COUNCIL WAS SET, THEY COMMANDED HIM TO BE BROUGHT WITH GREAT DISHONOUR. AND WHEN THEY HAD OPENED THE DOOR, THEY FOUND HIM NOT. AND ALL THE PEOPLE WERE BESIDE THEMSELVES AND AMAZED, BECAUSE THEY FOUND THE SEALS CLOSED, AND CAIAPHAS HAD THE KEY. AND THEY DURST NOT ANY MORE LAY HANDS UPON THEM THAT HAD SPOKEN IN THE BEHALF OF JESUS BEFORE PILATE.
CHAPTER 13
1 AND WHILE THEY YET SAT IN THE SYNAGOGUE AND MARVELED BECAUSE OF JOSEPH, THERE CAME CERTAIN OF THE GUARD WHICH THE JEWS HAD ASKED OF PILATE TO KEEP THE SEPULCHER OF JESUS LEST PERADVENTURE HIS DISCIPLES SHOULD COME AND STEAL HIM AWAY. AND THEY SPAKE AND DECLARED UNTO THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES THAT WHICH HAD COME TO PASS: HOW THAT THERE WAS A GREAT EARTHQUAKE, AND WE SAW AN ANGEL DESCEND FROM HEAVEN, AND HE ROLLED AWAY THE STONE FROM THE MOUTH OF THE CAVE, AND SAT UPON IT. AND HE DID SHINE LIKE SNOW AND LIKE LIGHTNING, AND WE WERE SORE AFRAID AND LAY AS DEAD MEN. AND WE HEARD THE VOICE OF THE ANGEL SPEAKING WITH THE WOMEN WHICH WAITED AT THE SEPULCHER, SAYING: FEAR YE NOT: FOR I KNOW THAT YE SEEK JESUS WHICH WAS CRUCIFIED. HE IS NOT HERE: HE IS RISEN, AS HE SAID. COME, SEE THE PLACE WHERE THE LORD LAY, AND GO QUICKLY AND SAY UNTO HIS DISCIPLES THAT HE IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND IS IN GALILEE. 2 THE JEWS SAY: WITH WHAT WOMEN SPAKE HE? THEY OF THE GUARD SAY: WE KNOW NOT WHO THEY WERE. THE JEWS SAY: AT WHAT HOUR WAS IT? THEY OF THE GUARD SAY: AT MIDNIGHT. THE JEWS SAY: AND WHEREFORE DID YE NOT TAKE THE WOMEN? THEY OF THE GUARD SAY: WE WERE BECOME AS DEAD MEN THROUGH FEAR, AND WE LOOKED NOT TO SEE THE LIGHT OF THE DAY; HOW THEN COULD WE TAKE THEM? THE JEWS SAY: AS THE LORD LIVETH, WE BELIEVE YOU NOT. THEY OF THE GUARD SAY UNTO THE JEWS: SO MANY SIGNS SAW YE IN THAT MAN, AND YE BELIEVED NOT, HOW THEN SHOULD YE BELIEVE US? VERILY YE SWARE RIGHTLY ‘AS THE LORD LIVETH’, FOR HE LIVETH INDEED. AGAIN, THEY OF THE GUARD SAY: WE HAVE HEARD THAT YE SHUT UP HIM THAT BEGGED THE BODY OF JESUS, AND THAT YE SEALED THE DOOR; AND WHEN YE HAD OPENED IT YE FOUND HIM NOT. GIVE YE THEREFORE JOSEPH AND WE WILL GIVE YOU JESUS. THE JEWS SAY: JOSEPH IS DEPARTED UNTO HIS OWN CITY. THEY OF THE GUARD SAY UNTO THE JEWS: JESUS ALSO IS RISEN, AS WE HAVE HEARD OF THE ANGEL, AND HE IS IN GALILEE. 3 AND WHEN THE JEWS HEARD THESE WORDS, THEY WERE SORE AFRAID, SAYING: TAKE HEED LEST THIS REPORT BE HEARD AND ALL MEN INCLINE UNTO JESUS. AND THE JEWS TOOK COUNSEL AND LAID DOWN MUCH MONEY AND GAVE IT TO THE SOLDIERS, SAYING: SAY YE: WHILE WE SLEPT HIS DISCIPLES CAME BY NIGHT AND STOLE HIM AWAY. AND IF THIS COME TO THE GOVERNOR’S HEARING, WE WILL PERSUADE HIM AND SECURE YOU. AND THEY TOOK THE MONEY AND DID AS THEY WERE INSTRUCTED. [AND THIS THEIR SAYING WAS PUBLISHED ABROAD AMONG ALL MEN. LAT.]
CHAPTER 14
1 NOW A CERTAIN PRIEST NAMED PHINEËS AND ADDAS A TEACHER AND AGGAEUS (OGIAS COPT., EGIAS LAT.) A LEVITE CAME DOWN FROM GALILEE UNTO JERUSALEM AND TOLD THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, SAYING: WE SAW JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES SITTING UPON THE MOUNTAIN WHICH IS CALLED MAMILCH (MAMBRE OR MALECH LAT., MABRECH COPT.), AND HE SAID UNTO HIS DISCIPLES: GO INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH UNTO EVERY CREATURE (THE WHOLE CREATION): HE THAT BELIEVETH AND IS BAPTIZED SHALL BE SAVED, BUT HE THAT DISBELIEVETH SHALL BE CONDEMNED. [AND THESE SIGNS SHALL FOLLOW UPON THEM THAT BELIEVE: IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THEY SHALL CAST OUT DEVILS, THEY SHALL SPEAK WITH NEW TONGUES, THEY SHALL TAKE UP SERPENTS, AND IF THEY DRINK ANY DEADLY THING IT SHALL NOT HURT THEM: THEY SHALL LAY HANDS UPON THE SICK AND THEY SHALL RECOVER.] AND WHILE JESUS YET SPAKE UNTO HIS DISCIPLES WE SAW HIM TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN. 2 THE ELDERS AND THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES SAY: GIVE GLORY TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL AND MAKE CONFESSION UNTO HIM: DID YE INDEED (OR THAT YE DID) HEAR AND SEE THOSE THINGS WHICH YE HAVE TOLD US? THEY THAT TOLD THEM SAY: AS THE LORD GOD OF OUR FATHERS ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB LIVETH, WE DID HEAR THESE THINGS AND WE SAW HIM TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN. THE ELDERS AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SAY UNTO THEM: CAME YE FOR THIS END, THAT YE MIGHT TELL US, OR CAME YE TO PAY YOUR VOWS UNTO GOD? AND THEY SAY: TO PAY OUR VOWS UNTO GOD. THE ELDERS AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SAY UNTO THEM: IF YE CAME TO PAY YOUR VOWS UNTO GOD, TO WHAT [SEXUAL] PURPOSE IS THIS IDLE TALE [BULLSHIT] WHICH YE HAVE BABBLED BEFORE ALL THE PEOPLE? PHINEËS THE PRIEST AND ADDAS THE TEACHER AND AGGAEUS THE LEVITE SAY UNTO THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND PRIESTS AND LEVITES: IF THESE WORDS WHICH WE HAVE SPOKEN AND SEEN BE [SEXUAL] SIN, LO, WE ARE BEFORE YOU: DO UNTO US AS SEEMETH GOOD IN YOUR EYES. AND THEY TOOK THE BOOK OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND ADJURED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD NO MORE TELL ANY MAN THESE WORDS: AND THEY GAVE THEM TO EAT AND TO DRINK, AND PUT THEM OUT OF THE CITY: MOREOVER, THEY GAVE THEM MONEY, AND THREE MEN TO GO WITH THEM, AND THEY SET THEM ON THEIR WAY AS FAR AS GALILEE, AND THEY DEPARTED IN PEACE. 3 NOW WHEN THESE MEN WERE DEPARTED INTO GALILEE, THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE ELDERS GATHERED TOGETHER IN THE SYNAGOGUE, AND SHUT THE GATE, AND LAMENTED WITH A GREAT LAMENTATION, SAYING: WHAT IS THIS SIGN WHICH IS COME TO PASS IN ISRAEL? BUT ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SAID: WHEREFORE ARE YE TROUBLED? WHY WEEP YE? KNOW YE NOT THAT HIS DISCIPLES GAVE MUCH GOLD UNTO THEM THAT KEPT THE SEPULCHER AND TAUGHT THEM TO SAY THAT AN ANGEL CAME DOWN AND ROLLED AWAY THE STONE FROM THE DOOR OF THE SEPULCHER? BUT THE PRIESTS AND THE ELDERS SAID: BE IT SO, THAT HIS DISCIPLES DID STEAL AWAY HIS BODY; BUT HOW IS HIS SOUL ENTERED INTO HIS BODY, AND HOW ABIDETH HE IN GALILEE? BUT THEY COULD NOT ANSWER THESE THINGS, AND HARDLY IN THE END SAID: IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR US TO BELIEVE THE UNCIRCUMCISED. [LAT. (AND COPT., AND ARM.): OUGHT WE TO BELIEVE THE SOLDIERS, THAT AN ANGEL CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN AND ROLLED AWAY THE STONE FROM THE DOOR OF THE SEPULCHER? BUT IN TRUTH HIS DISCIPLES GAVE…SEPULCHER. KNOW YE NOT THAT IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR JEWS TO BELIEVE ANY WORD OF THE UNCIRCUMCISED, KNOWING THAT THEY WHO RECEIVED MUCH GOLD FROM US HAVE SPOKEN ACCORDING AS WE TAUGHT THEM].
CHAPTER 15
1 AND NICODEMUS ROSE UP AND STOOD BEFORE THE COUNCIL, SAYING: YE SAY WELL. KNOW YE NOT, O PEOPLE OF THE LORD, THE MEN THAT CAME DOWN OUT OF GALILEE, THAT THEY FEAR GOD AND ARE MEN OF SUBSTANCE, HATING COVETOUSNESS (A LIE, LAT.), MEN OF PEACE? AND THEY HAVE TOLD YOU WITH AN OATH, SAYING: WE SAW JESUS UPON THE MOUNT MAMILCH WITH HIS DISCIPLES AND THAT HE TAUGHT THEM ALL THINGS THAT YE HEARD OF THEM, AND, SAY THEY, WE SAW HIM TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN. AND NO MAN ASKED THEM IN WHAT MANNER HE WAS TAKEN UP. FOR LIKE AS THE BOOK OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES HATH TAUGHT US THAT ELIAS ALSO WAS TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN, AND ELISEUS CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND ELIAS CAST HIS HAIRY CLOAK UPON ELISEUS, AND ELISEUS CAST THE CLOAK UPON JORDAN AND PASSED OVER AND WENT UNTO JERICHO. AND THE SONS OF THE PROPHETS MET HIM AND SAID: ELISEUS, WHERE IS THY LORD ELIAS? AND HE SAID THAT HE WAS TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN. AND THEY SAID UNTO ELISEUS: HATH NOT A SPIRIT CAUGHT HIM UP AND CAST HIM UPON ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS? BUT LET US TAKE OUR SERVANTS WITH US AND SEEK AFTER HIM. AND THEY PERSUADED ELISEUS AND HE WENT WITH THEM, AND THEY SOUGHT HIM THREE DAYS AND FOUND HIM NOT: AND THEY KNEW THAT HE HAD BEEN TAKEN UP. AND NOW HEARKEN UNTO ME, AND LET US SEND INTO ALL THE COASTS (AL. MOUNTAINS) OF ISRAEL AND SEE WHETHER THE CHRIST WERE NOT TAKEN UP BY A SPIRIT AND CAST UPON ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS. AND THIS SAYING PLEASED THEM ALL: AND THEY SENT INTO ALL THE COASTS (MOUNTAINS, LAT.) AND SOUGHT JESUS AND FOUND HIM NOT. BUT THEY FOUND JOSEPH IN ARIMATHAEA, AND NO MAN DURST LAY HANDS UPON HIM. 2 AND THEY TOLD THE ELDERS AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, SAYING: WE WENT ABOUT THROUGHOUT ALL THE COASTS OF ISRAEL, AND WE FOUND NOT JESUS; BUT JOSEPH WE FOUND IN ARIMATHAEA. AND WHEN THEY HEARD OF JOSEPH THEY REJOICED AND GAVE GLORY TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL. AND THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES TOOK COUNSEL HOW THEY SHOULD MEET WITH JOSEPH, AND THEY TOOK A VOLUME OF PAPER AND WROTE UNTO JOSEPH THESE WORDS: PEACE BE UNTO THEE. WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST GOD AND AGAINST THEE, AND WE HAVE PRAYED UNTO THE GOD OF ISRAEL THAT THOU SHOULDEST VOUCHSAFE TO COME UNTO THY FATHERS AND UNTO THY CHILDREN (LAT. BUT THOU DIDST PRAY UNTO THE GOD OF ISRAEL, AND HE DELIVERED THEE OUT OF OUR HANDS. NOW THEREFORE VOUCHSAFE…) FOR WE ARE ALL TROUBLED, BECAUSE WHEN WE OPENED THE DOOR, WE FOUND THEE NOT: AND WE KNOW THAT WE DEVISED AN EVIL COUNSEL AGAINST THEE, BUT THE LORD HELPED THEE. AND THE LORD HIMSELF MADE OF NONE EFFECT (SCATTERED) OUR COUNSEL AGAINST THEE, O FATHER JOSEPH, THOU THAT ART HONOURABLE AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE. 3 AND THEY CHOSE OUT OF ALL ISRAEL SEVEN MEN THAT WERE FRIENDS OF JOSEPH, WHOM JOSEPH ALSO HIMSELF ACCOUNTED HIS FRIENDS, AND THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SAID UNTO THEM: SEE: IF HE RECEIVE OUR EPISTLE AND READ IT, KNOW THAT HE WILL COME WITH YOU UNTO US: BUT IF HE READ IT NOT, KNOW THAT HE IS VEXED WITH US, AND SALUTE YE HIM IN PEACE AND RETURN UNTO US. AND THEY BLESSED THE MEN AND LET THEM GO. AND THE MEN CAME UNTO JOSEPH AND DID HIM REVERENCE, AND SAID UNTO HIM: PEACE BE UNTO THEE. AND HE SAID: PEACE BE UNTO YOU AND UNTO ALL THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. AND THEY GAVE HIM THE BOOK OF THE EPISTLE, AND JOSEPH RECEIVED IT AND READ IT AND EMBRACED (OR KISSED) THE EPISTLE AND BLESSED GOD AND SAID: BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD, WHICH HATH REDEEMED ISRAEL FROM SHEDDING INNOCENT BLOOD; AND BLESSED BE THE LORD, WHICH SENT HIS ANGEL AND SHELTERED ME UNDER HIS WINGS. (AND HE KISSED THEM) AND SET A TABLE BEFORE THEM, AND THEY DID EAT AND DRINK AND LAY THERE. 4 AND THEY ROSE UP EARLY AND PRAYED: AND JOSEPH SADDLED HIS SHE-ASS AND WENT WITH THE MEN, AND THEY CAME UNTO THE HOLY CITY, EVEN JERUSALEM. AND ALL THE PEOPLE CAME TO MEET JOSEPH AND CRIED: PEACE BE TO THINE ENTERING-IN. AND HE SAID UNTO ALL THE PEOPLE: PEACE BE UNTO YOU, AND ALL THE PEOPLE KISSED HIM. AND THE PEOPLE PRAYED WITH JOSEPH, AND THEY WERE ASTONISHED AT THE SIGHT OF HIM. AND NICODEMUS RECEIVED HIM INTO HIS HOUSE AND MADE A GREAT FEAST, AND CALLED ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS AND THE ELDERS AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES UNTO HIS HOUSE. AND THEY MADE MERRY, EATING AND DRINKING WITH JOSEPH. AND WHEN THEY HAD SUNG A HYMN (OR BLESSED GOD) EVERY MAN WENT UNTO HIS HOUSE. BUT JOSEPH ABODE IN THE HOUSE OF NICODEMUS. 5 AND ON THE MORROW, WHICH WAS THE PREPARATION, THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES ROSE UP EARLY AND CAME TO THE HOUSE OF NICODEMUS, AND NICODEMUS MET THEM AND SAID: PEACE BE UNTO YOU. AND THEY SAID: PEACE BE UNTO THEE AND TO JOSEPH AND UNTO ALL THY HOUSE AND TO ALL THE HOUSE OF JOSEPH. AND HE BROUGHT THEM INTO HIS HOUSE. AND THE WHOLE COUNCIL WAS SET, AND JOSEPH SAT BETWEEN ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS; AND NO MAN DURST SPEAK UNTO HIM A WORD. AND JOSEPH SAID: WHY IS IT THAT YE HAVE CALLED ME? AND THEY BECKONED UNTO NICODEMUS THAT HE SHOULD SPEAK UNTO JOSEPH. AND NICODEMUS OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SAID UNTO JOSEPH: FATHER, THOU KNOWEST THAT THE REVEREND DOCTORS AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SEEK TO LEARN A MATTER OF THEE. AND JOSEPH SAID: INQUIRE YE. AND ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS TOOK THE BOOK OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND ADJURED JOSEPH, SAYING: GIVE GLORY TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL AND MAKE CONFESSION UNTO HIM: [FOR ACHAR, WHEN HE WAS ADJURED OF THE PROPHET JESUS (JOSHUA), FORSWEAR NOT HIMSELF BUT DECLARED UNTO HIM ALL THINGS, AND HID NOT A WORD FROM HIM: THOU THEREFORE ALSO HIDE NOT FROM US SO MUCH AS A WORD. AND JOSEPH: I WILL NOT HIDE ONE WORD FROM YOU.] AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM: WE WERE GREATLY VEXED BECAUSE THOU DIDST BEG THE BODY OF JESUS AND WRAPPEDST IT IN A CLEAN LINEN CLOTH AND DIDST LAY HIM IN A TOMB. AND FOR THIS CAUSE, WE PUT THEE IN SAFEGUARD IN A HOUSE WHEREIN WAS NO WINDOW, AND WE PUT KEYS AND SEALS UPON THE DOORS, AND GUARDS DID KEEP THE PLACE WHEREIN THOU WAST SHUT UP. AND ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK WE OPENED IT AND FOUND THEE NOT, AND WE WERE SORE TROUBLED, AND AMAZEMENT FELL UPON ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD UNTIL YESTERDAY. NOW, THEREFORE, DECLARE UNTO US WHAT BEFELL THEE. 6 AND JOSEPH SAID: ON THE PREPARATION DAY ABOUT THE TENTH HOUR YE DID SHUT ME UP, AND I CONTINUED THERE THE WHOLE SABBATH. AND AT MIDNIGHT AS I STOOD AND PRAYED THE HOUSE WHEREIN YE SHUT ME UP WAS TAKEN UP BY THE FOUR CORNERS, AND I SAW AS IT WERE A FLASHING OF LIGHT IN MINE EYES, AND BEING FILLED WITH FEAR I FELL TO THE EARTH. AND ONE TOOK ME BY THE HAND AND REMOVED ME FROM THE PLACE WHEREON I HAD FALLEN; AND MOISTURE OF WATER WAS SHED ON ME FROM MY HEAD UNTO MY FEET, AND AN ODOR OF OINTMENT CAME ABOUT MY NOSTRILS. AND HE WIPED MY FACE AND KISSED ME AND SAID UNTO ME: FEAR NOT, JOSEPH: OPEN THINE EYES AND SEE WHO IT IS THAT SPEAKETH WITH THEE. AND I LOOKED UP AND SAW JESUS AND I TREMBLED, AND SUPPOSED THAT IT WAS A SPIRIT: AND I SAID THE COMMANDMENTS: AND HE SAID THEM WITH ME. AND [AS] YE ARE NOT IGNORANT THAT A SPIRIT, IF IT, MEET ANY MAN, AND HEAR THE COMMANDMENTS, STRAIGHTWAY FLEETH. AND WHEN I PERCEIVED THAT HE SAID THEM WITH ME, I SAID UNTO HIM: RABBI ELIAS? AND HE SAID UNTO ME: I AM NOT ELIAS. AND I SAID UNTO HIM: WHO ART THOU, LORD? AND HE SAID UNTO ME: I AM JESUS, WHOSE BODY THOU DIDST BEG OF PILATE, AND DIDST CLOTHE ME IN CLEAN LINEN AND COVER MY FACE WITH A NAPKIN, AND LAY ME IN THY NEW CAVE AND ROLL A GREAT STONE UPON THE DOOR OF THE CAVE. AND I SAID TO HIM THAT SPAKE WITH ME: SHOW ME THE PLACE WHERE I LAID THEE. AND HE BROUGHT ME AND SHOWED ME THE PLACE WHERE I LAID HIM, AND THE LINEN CLOTH LAY THEREIN, AND THE NAPKIN THAT WAS UPON HIS FACE. AND I KNEW THAT IT WAS JESUS. AND HE TOOK ME BY THE HAND AND SET ME IN THE MIDST OF MINE HOUSE, THE DOORS BEING SHUT, AND LAID ME UPON MY BED AND SAID UNTO ME: PEACE BE UNTO THEE. AND HE KISSED ME AND SAID UNTO ME: UNTIL FORTY DAYS BE ENDED GO NOT OUT OF THINE HOUSE: FOR BEHOLD I GO UNTO MY BRETHREN INTO GALILEE.
CHAPTER 16
1 AND WHEN THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES HEARD THESE WORDS OF JOSEPH THEY BECAME AS DEAD MEN AND FELL TO THE GROUND, AND THEY FASTED UNTIL THE NINTH HOUR. AND NICODEMUS WITH JOSEPH COMFORTED ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, SAYING: RISE UP AND STAND ON YOUR FEET AND TASTE BREAD AND STRENGTHEN YOUR SOULS, FOR TO-MORROW IS THE SABBATH OF THE LORD. AND THEY ROSE UP AND PRAYED UNTO GOD AND DID EAT AND DRINK, AND DEPARTED EVERY MAN TO HIS HOUSE. 2 AND ON THE SABBATH THE (OUR) TEACHERS AND THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES SAT AND QUESTIONED ONE ANOTHER AND SAID: WHAT IS THIS WRATH THAT IS COME UPON US? FOR WE KNOW HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER. LEVI THE TEACHER SAITH: I KNOW THAT HIS PARENTS FEARED GOD AND KEPT NOT BACK THEIR VOWS AND PAID TITHES THREE TIMES A YEAR. AND WHEN JESUS WAS BORN, HIS PARENTS BROUGHT HIM UP UNTO THIS PLACE AND GAVE SACRIFICES AND BURNT-OFFERINGS TO GOD. AND [WHEN] THE GREAT TEACHER SYMEON TOOK HIM INTO HIS ARMS AND SAID: NOW LETTEST THOU THY SERVANT, LORD, DEPART IN PEACE, FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY SALVATION WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED BEFORE THE FACE OF ALL PEOPLES, A LIGHT TO LIGHTEN THE GENTILES AND THE GLORY OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL. AND SYMEON BLESSED THEM AND SAID UNTO MARY HIS MOTHER: I GIVE THEE GOOD TIDINGS CONCERNING THIS CHILD. AND MARY SAID: GOOD, MY LORD? AND SYMEON SAID TO HER: GOOD. BEHOLD, HE IS SET FOR THE FALL AND RISING AGAIN OF MANY IN ISRAEL, AND FOR A SIGN SPOKEN AGAINST: AND A SWORD SHALL PIERCE THROUGH THINE OWN HEART ALSO, THAT THE THOUGHTS OF MANY HEARTS MAY BE REVEALED. 3 THEY SAY UNTO LEVI THE TEACHER: HOW KNOWEST THOU THESE THINGS? LEVI SAITH UNTO THEM: KNOW YE NOT THAT FROM HIM I DID LEARN THE [SEXLESS] LAW? THE COUNCIL SAY UNTO HIM: WE WOULD SEE THY FATHER. AND THEY SENT AFTER HIS FATHER, AND ASKED OF HIM, AND HE SAID TO THEM: WHY BELIEVED YE NOT MY SON? THE BLESSED AND RIGHTEOUS SYMEON, HE DID TEACH HIM THE [SEXLESS] LAW. THE COUNCIL SAITH: RABBI LEVI, IS THE WORD TRUE WHICH THOU HAST SPOKEN? AND HE SAID: IT IS TRUE. THEN THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SAID AMONG THEMSELVES: COME, LET US SEND INTO GALILEE UNTO THE THREE MEN WHICH CAME AND TOLD US OF HIS TEACHING AND HIS TAKING-UP, AND LET THEM TELL US HOW THEY SAW HIM TAKEN UP. AND THIS WORD PLEASED THEM ALL, AND THEY SENT THE THREE MEN WHICH BEFORE HAD GONE WITH THEM INTO GALILEE AND SAID TO THEM: SAY UNTO RABBI ADDAS AND RABBI PHINEЁS AND RABBI AGGAEUS: PEACE BE TO YOU AND TO ALL THAT ARE WITH YOU. INASMUCH AS GREAT QUESTIONING HATH ARISEN IN THE COUNCIL, WE HAVE SENT UNTO YOU TO CALL YOU UNTO THIS HOLY PLACE OF JERUSALEM. 4 AND THE MEN WENT INTO GALILEE AND FOUND THEM SITTING AND MEDITATING UPON THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND SALUTED THEM IN PEACE. AND THE MEN THAT WERE IN GALILEE SAID UNTO THEM THAT WERE COME TO THEM: PEACE BE UPON ALL ISRAEL. AND THEY SAID: PEACE BE UNTO YOU. AGAIN, THEY SAID UNTO THEM: WHEREFORE ARE YE COME? AND THEY THAT WERE SENT SAID: THE COUNCIL CALLETH YOU UNTO THE HOLY CITY JERUSALEM. AND WHEN THE MEN HEARD THAT THEY WERE BIDDEN BY THE COUNCIL, THEY PRAYED TO GOD AND SAT DOWN TO MEAT WITH THE MEN AND DID EAT AND DRINK, AND ROSE UP AND CAME IN PEACE UNTO JERUSALEM. 5 AND ON THE MORROW THE COUNCIL WAS SET IN THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THEY EXAMINED THEM, SAYING: DID YE IN VERY DEED SEE JESUS SITTING UPON THE MOUNT MAMILCH, AS HE TAUGHT HIS ELEVEN DISCIPLES, AND SAW YE HIM TAKEN UP? AND THE MEN ANSWERED THEM AND SAID: EVEN AS WE SAW HIM TAKEN UP, EVEN SO DID WE TELL IT UNTO YOU. 6 ANNAS SAITH: SET THEM APART FROM ONE ANOTHER, AND LET US SEE IF THEIR WORD AGREETH. AND THEY SET THEM APART ONE FROM ANOTHER, AND THEY CALL ADDAS FIRST AND SAY UNTO HIM: HOW SAWEST THOU JESUS TAKEN UP? ADDAS SAITH: WHILE HE YET SAT UPON THE MOUNT MAMILCH AND TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES, WE SAW A CLOUD THAT OVERSHADOWED HIM AND HIS DISCIPLES: AND THE CLOUD CARRIED HIM UP INTO HEAVEN, AND HIS DISCIPLES LAY (AL. PRAYED, LYING) ON THEIR FACES UPON THE EARTH. AND THEY CALLED PHINEЁS THE PRIEST, AND QUESTIONED HIM ALSO, SAYING: HOW SAWEST THOU JESUS TAKEN UP? AND HE SPAKE IN LIKE MANNER. AND AGAIN, THEY ASKED AGGAEUS, AND HE ALSO SPAKE IN LIKE MANNER. AND THE COUNCIL SAID: IT IS CONTAINED IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES: AT THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE SHALL EVERY WORD BE ESTABLISHED. ABUTHEM (BOUTHEM GR., ABUDEM LAT., ABUDEN, ABUTHEN ARM., OM, COPT.) THE TEACHER SAITH: IT IS WRITTEN IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW: ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD AND IS NOT, BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM. JAEIRUS THE TEACHER SAID: ALSO, WE HAVE HEARD OF THE DEATH OF THE HOLY MOSES, AND HAVE NOT SEEN HIM; FOR IT IS WRITTEN IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD: AND MOSES DIED AT THE MOUTH OF THE LORD, AND NO MAN KNEW OF HIS SEPULCHRE UNTO THIS DAY. AND RABBI LEVI SAID: WHEREFORE WAS IT THAT RABBI SYMEON SAID WHEN HE SAW JESUS: BEHOLD, THIS CHILD IS SET FOR THE FALL AND RISING AGAIN OF MANY IN ISRAEL AND FOR A SIGN SPOKEN AGAINST? AND RABBI ISAAC SAID: IT IS WRITTEN IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW: BEHOLD I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE THY FACE, WHICH SHALL GO BEFORE THEE TO KEEP THEE IN EVERY GOOD WAY, FOR MY NAME IS NAMED THEREON. 7 THEN SAID ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS: YE HAVE WELL SAID THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES, THAT NO MAN SAW THE DEATH OF ENOCH, AND NO MAN HATH NAMED THE DEATH OF MOSES. BUT JESUS SPAKE BEFORE PILATE, AND WE KNOW THAT WE SAW HIM RECEIVE BUFFETS AND SPITTINGS UPON HIS FACE, AND THAT THE SOLDIERS PUT ON HIM A CROWN OF THORNS, AND THAT HE WAS SCOURGED AND RECEIVED CONDEMNATION FROM PILATE, AND THAT HE WAS CRUCIFIED AT THE PLACE OF A SKULL AND TWO THIEVES WITH HIM, AND THAT THEY GAVE HIM VINEGAR TO DRINK WITH GALL, AND THAT LONGINUS THE SOLDIER PIERCED HIS SIDE WITH A SPEAR, AND THAT JOSEPH OUR HONOURABLE FATHER BEGGED HIS BODY, AND THAT, AS HE SAITH, HE ROSE AGAIN, AND THAT (AS) THE THREE TEACHERS SAY: WE SAW HIM TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN, AND THAT RABBI LEVI SPAKE AND TESTIFIED TO THE THINGS WHICH WERE SPOKEN BY RABBI SYMEON, AND THAT HE SAID: BEHOLD THIS CHILD IS SET FOR THE FALL AND RISING AGAIN OF MANY IN ISRAEL AND FOR A SIGN SPOKEN AGAINST. AND ALL THE TEACHERS SAID UNTO ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD: IF THIS HATH COME TO PASS FROM THE LORD, AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES, YE SHALL SURELY KNOW, O HOUSE OF JACOB, THAT IT IS WRITTEN: CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGETH UPON A TREE. AND ANOTHER SCRIPTURE TEACHETH: THE GODS WHICH MADE NOT THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH SHALL PERISH. AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SAID ONE TO ANOTHER: IF HIS MEMORIAL ENDURE UNTIL THE SOMMOS (COPT. SOUM) WHICH IS CALLED JOBEL (THE JUBILEE), KNOW YE THAT HE WILL PREVAIL FOR EVER AND RAISE UP FOR HIMSELF A NEW PEOPLE. THEN THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES ADMONISHED ALL ISRAEL, SAYING: CURSED IS THAT MAN WHO SHALL WORSHIP THAT WHICH MAN’S HAND HATH MADE, AND CURSED IS THE MAN WHO SHALL WORSHIP CREATURES BESIDE THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND ALL THE PEOPLE SAID: AMEN, AMEN. AND ALL THE PEOPLE SANG A HYMN UNTO THE LORD AND SAID: BLESSED BE THE LORD WHO HATH GIVEN REST UNTO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL ACCORDING TO ALL THAT HE SPAKE. THERE HATH NOT ONE WORD FALLEN TO THE GROUND OF ALL HIS GOOD SAYING WHICH HE SPAKE UNTO HIS SERVANT MOSES. THE LORD OUR GOD BE WITH US AS HE WAS WITH OUR FATHERS: LET HIM NOT FORSAKE US. AND LET HIM NOT DESTROY US FROM TURNING OUR HEART UNTO HIM, FROM WALKING IN ALL HIS WAYS AND KEEPING HIS STATUTES AND HIS JUDGMENTS, WHICH HE COMMANDED OUR FATHERS. AND THE LORD SHALL BE KING OVER ALL THE EARTH IN THAT DAY. AND THERE SHALL BE ONE LORD AND HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ONE, EVEN THE LORD OUR KING: HE SHALL SAVE US. THERE IS NONE LIKE UNTO THEE, O LORD. GREAT ART THOU, O LORD, AND GREAT IS THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. HEAL US, O LORD, BY THY POWER, AND WE SHALL BE HEALED: SAVE US, LORD, AND WE SHALL BE SAVED: FOR WE ARE THY PORTION AND THINE INHERITANCE. AND THE LORD WILL NOT FORSAKE HIS PEOPLE FOR HIS GREAT NAME’S SAKE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], FOR THE LORD HATH BEGUN TO MAKE US TO BE HIS PEOPLE. AND WHEN THEY HAD ALL SUNG THIS HYMN, THEY DEPARTED EVERY MAN TO HIS HOUSE, GLORIFYING GOD. [FOR HIS IS THE GLORY, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN]. THERE IS A CONSIDERABLE DIVERGENCE OF THE VERSIONS IN THE CONCLUDING SECTIONS. THE COPTIC AGREES SUBSTANTIALLY WITH THE GREEK A AS TRANSLATED ABOVE. THE ARMENIAN Β (RENDERED INTO LATIN BY CONYBEARE) HAS ONLY TWO CLAUSES OF THE FINAL HYMN, THUS: BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD WHO HATH GIVEN REST UNTO ALL THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL ACCORDING AS HE HATH SAID. AND LET THE LORD OUR GOD BE WITH US, AS HE WAS WITH OUR FATHERS. AND THEY WENT EVERY MAN TO HIS HOUSE PRAISING GOD. THE ARMENIAN Α HAS (AFTER ‘THE PEOPLE SAID AMEN (THRICE)’). AND ALL THE PEOPLE SANG A HYMN UNTO THE LORD AND DEPARTED EVERY MAN TO HIS HOUSE. THE SYRIAC ENDS AT: THE PEOPLE SAID AMEN (THRICE). THE LATIN, AFTER ‘A SIGN SPOKEN AGAINST’ HAS: THEN THE TEACHER (ADDAS) SAID UNTO ALL THE CONGREGATION: IF ALL THE THINGS WHICH THESE HAVE TESTIFIED CAME TO PASS IN JERUSALEM (AL. JESUS), THEY ARE OF GOD, AND LET THEM NOT BE MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES. THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SAID ONE TO ANOTHER: IT IS CONTAINED IN OUR [SEXLESS] LAW: HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SHALL BE BLESSED FOR EVER: HIS PLACE SHALL ENDURE BEFORE THE SUN AND HIS SEAT BEFORE THE MOON: AND IN HIM SHALL ALL THE TRIBES OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED, AND ALL NATIONS SHALL SERVE HIM: AND KINGS SHALL COME FROM AFAR WORSHIPPING AND MAGNIFYING HIM. THE GREEK RECENSION B, WHICH ABRIDGES THE LATTER PART OF THE STORY (AFTER THE CRUCIFIXION) VERY EXTENSIVELY, HAS THIS FOR ITS LAST PARAGRAPH: THEN ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SEPARATED THE THREE BY ONE AND ONE, AND QUESTIONED THEM IN PRIVATE SINGLY. AND THEY AGREED, AND THE THREE OF THEM TOLD ONE TALE. THE CHIEF PRIESTS ANSWERED AND SAID: OUR SCRIPTURE SAITH THAT EVERY WORD SHALL BE ESTABLISHED BY TWO OR THREE WITNESSES. JOSEPH THEREFORE CONFESSED THAT HE TENDED HIM AND BURIED HIM, WITH NICODEMUS; AND HOW IT IS TRUE THAT HE ROSE AGAIN. THIS LEADS ON TO THE OPENING WORDS OF PART II: JOSEPH SAITH: AND WHY MARVEL YE THAT JESUS IS RISEN? THE FACT IS THAT THE TWO FORMS (GREEK B AND LATIN) WHICH HAVE THE SECOND PART—THE DESCENT INTO HELL—ATTACHED TO THEM, HAVE BEEN OBLIGED ON THAT ACCOUNT TO MODIFY THE END OF THE FIRST PART, SO AS TO MANAGE A PLAUSIBLE TRANSITION.
ACTS OF PILATE: RECENSION B OF THE GREEK
IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT THIS IS A LATER WORKING-OVER OF THE ORIGINAL TEXT. NO KNOWN COPY OF IT IS EARLIER THAN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY, AND THE LANGUAGE IN SOME OF THEM IS VERY MEDIAEVAL. A SHORT REVIEW ONLY OF THE PRINCIPAL ADDITIONS TO THE STORY WILL BE GIVEN HERE. THE TITLE RUNS THUS: A NARRATIVE CONCERNING THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST AND HIS HOLY RESURRECTION. WRITTEN BY A JEW NAMED AENEAS, WHICH NICODEMUS, A ROMAN TOPARCH, TRANSLATED OUT OF THE HEBREW TONGUE INTO THE ROMAN SPEECH. IN TWO COPIES THERE IS THIS PROLOGUE: AFTER THE KINGDOM OF THE HEBREWS WAS DISSOLVED, AND FOUR HUNDRED YEARS HAD GONE BY, AND THE HEBREWS ALSO WERE SUBJECT TO THE EMPIRE OF THE ROMANS, THE EMPEROR OF THE ROMANS APPOINTING THEM A KING: AFTERWARD, WHEN TIBERIUS CAESAR WIELDED THE SCEPTER OF THE ROMANS, IN THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN, WHEN HE HAD APPOINTED HEROD KING IN JUDAEA, THE SON OF THAT HEROD WHO AFORETIME KILLED THE CHILDREN IN BETHLEHEM: AND WHEN HE HAD PILATE AS GOVERNOR IN JERUSALEM, AND ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS HAD THE HIGH-PRIESTHOOD OF JERUSALEM; NICODEMUS, A ROMAN TOPARCH, CALLED UNTO HIM A JEW NAMED AENEAS, AND SOUGHT TO RECORD THE THINGS THAT WERE DONE IN JERUSALEM IN THE DAYS OF ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS CONCERNING CHRIST: WHICH ALSO THE JEW HAVING DONE AND DELIVERED IT TO NICODEMUS, HE TRANSLATED THESE THINGS FROM THE HEBREW WRITING INTO THE ROMAN SPEECH: AND THE MATTER OF THIS HISTORY IS THUS: (WHERE IT WILL BE NOTED THAT NICODEMUS IS NO LONGER THE BIBLICAL PERSONAGE, BUT A ROMAN OFFICIAL. ROMAN (ROMAЇC) SPEECH MEANS HERE NOT LATIN BUT GREEK, AND THE TERM IS AN INDICATION OF VERY LATE DATE.) CAP. I BEGINS: WHEN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HAD WROUGHT MANY AND GREAT AND UNWONTED WONDERS IN JUDAEA, AND FOR THAT CAUSE WAS ENVIED BY THE HEBREWS: PILATE BEING GOVERNOR IN JERUSALEM, AND ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS BEING HIGH PRIESTS: THERE CAME CERTAIN OF THE JEWS UNTO THE SAME HIGH PRIESTS, EVEN JUDAS, LEVI, NEPHTHALIM, ALEXANDER, SYRUS, AND MANY OTHERS, SPEAKING AGAINST CHRIST; WHOM ALSO THOSE HIGH PRIESTS SENT TO TELL PILATE ALSO THESE THINGS. THE STORY FOLLOWS THE SAME LINES AS A, NATURALLY, BUT WITH DIFFERENCES GREAT AND SMALL; AND THE INDIVIDUAL MANUSCRIPTS OFTEN MAKE LARGE INSERTIONS. PILATE GIVES HIS OWN MANTLE (ΜΑΝΔΥΛΙΟΝ) TO THE MESSENGER, WHOM ONE MANUSCRIPT CALLS RACHAAB. THE HEBREW WORDS EXCEPT HOSANNA ARE ELIMINATED: ONE MANUSCRIPT THEN INTERPOLATES A NOTICE OF THE CALL OF THE APOSTLES AND A GREAT MANY OF THE MIRACLES OF THE MINISTRY, AND BRINGS THE NARRATIVE DOWN TO THE DENIAL OF PETER. MALCHUS, IT SAYS, WAS THE ONE WHO BUFFETED JESUS. ANOTHER MANUSCRIPT, OMITTING ALL THAT HAS PRECEDED, BEGINS THE STORY WITH THE REPENTANCE OF JUDAS. HE BRINGS THE MONEY BACK TO THE PRIESTS, AND THEY ABUSE HIM AT SOME LENGTH FOR HIS TREACHERY. THEN HE CASTS DOWN THE MONEY AND LEAVES THEM. AND DEPARTING TO HIS HOUSE TO MAKE A HALTER OF ROPE TO HANG HIMSELF, HE FOUND HIS WIFE SITTING AND ROASTING A COCK ON A FIRE OF COALS OR IN A PAN BEFORE EATING IT: AND SAITH TO HER: RISE UP, WIFE, AND PROVIDE ME A ROPE, FOR I WOULD HANG MYSELF, AS I DESERVE. BUT HIS WIFE SAID TO HIM: WHY SAYEST THOU SUCH THINGS? AND JUDAS SAITH TO HER: KNOW OF A TRUTH THAT I HAVE WICKEDLY BETRAYED MY MASTER JESUS TO THE EVIL-DOERS FOR PILATE TO PUT HIM TO DEATH: BUT HE WILL RISE AGAIN ON THE THIRD DAY, AND WOE UNTO US! AND HIS WIFE SAID TO HIM: SAY NOT NOR THINK NOT SO: FOR AS WELL AS THIS COCK THAT IS ROASTING ON THE FIRE OF COALS CAN CROW, JUST SO WELL SHALL JESUS RISE AGAIN, AS THOU SAYEST. AND IMMEDIATELY AT HER WORD THAT COCK SPREAD HIS WINGS AND CROWED THRICE. THEN WAS JUDAS YET MORE CONVINCED, AND STRAIGHTWAY MADE THE HALTER OF ROPE AND HANGED HIMSELF. THE REST OF THE STORY IS AS WE KNOW IT. THIS STORY OF THE COCK HAS MADE ITS WAY INTO LATIN AND THENCE INTO MANY MEDIAEVAL VERNACULAR LEGENDS. THE LATIN COPIES SAY THAT IT IS FOUND ‘IN THE BOOKS OF THE GREEKS’. IN CAP. IX THE SENDING OF JESUS TO HEROD IS INSERTED: ONE OF MANY HARMONISTIC CHANGES WHICH THIS TEXT MAKES, TO INCLUDE ALL THAT IS TOLD IN THE CANONICAL GOSPELS. IN CAP. X THE BEARING OF THE CROSS IS GREATLY AMPLIFIED. WE HAVE FIRST OF ALL SIMON OF CYRENE: ‘THEY GAVE THE CROSS UNTO HIM, NOT BECAUSE THEY HAD COMPASSION ON JESUS AND WOULD LIGHTEN HIM OF HIS BURDEN, BUT DESIRING, AS HAS BEEN SAID, TO KILL HIM MORE QUICKLY.’ JOHN FOLLOWED WITH THEM, AND THEN FLED AND WENT TO THE MOTHER OF GOD (ALWAYS CALLED THE THEOTOKOS HERE) AND TOLD HER. HER LAMENT IS GIVEN—AND SHE AND MARTHA AND MARY MAGDALENE AND SALOME AND THE OTHER WOMEN GO TO THE PLACE. JOHN POINTS OUT JESUS AND THE VIRGIN SWOONS AND LAMENTS AGAIN. THESE LAMENTATIONS ARE GREATLY EXPANDED IN ONE OR OTHER OF THE MANUSCRIPTS. DYSMAS IS CRUCIFIED ON THE RIGHT HAND AND GESTAS ON THE LEFT. AT THE END OF CAP. X, WHERE THE WORDS OF THE THIEVES ARE NARRATED, TWO OF THE THREE MANUSCRIPTS USED BY TISCHENDORF INSERT THE STORY OF THE MEETING WITH DYSMAS IN EGYPT. FIRST, WE HAVE THE INCIDENT OF THE PALM-TREE BOWING TO GIVE ITS FRUIT. THEN THE HOLY FAMILY MEET DYSMAS, WHO IS STRUCK WITH THE BEAUTY OF MARY AND OF THE CHILD IN HER ARMS, ADORES THEM, AND SAYS, ‘IF GOD HAD A MOTHER, I WOULD HAVE SAID THAT THOU ART SHE’. HE RECEIVES THEM INTO HIS HOUSE, AND WHEN HE GOES OUT HUNTING COMMENDS THEM TO HIS WIFE’S CARE. HE HAS A LEPROUS CHILD WHO IS ALWAYS CRYING, AND IS HEALED BY THE WATER IN WHICH JESUS WAS WASHED. DYSMAS HEARING OF THIS ON HIS RETURN IS MOVED TO DO ALL HE CAN TO HELP MARY: AND ON THE RETURN FROM EGYPT HE AIDS THEM AGAIN, AND MARY PROMISES HIM A REWARD FOR HIS GOODNESS. ‘THEREFORE, WAS HE ACCOUNTED WORTHY THROUGH THE GRACE OF THE MERCIFUL GOD AND HIS MOTHER…TO BEAR WITNESS UPON THE CROSS TOGETHER WITH CHRIST.’ IN CAP. XI THE EPISODE OF JOSEPH’S BEGGING THE BODY IS EXPANDED. THE VIRGIN, IN ONE COPY, ASKS HIM TO DO THIS. IN ANOTHER HE GOES TO NICODEMUS, WHO WILL NOT ACCOMPANY HIM TO PILATE BUT IS READY TO HELP IN THE BURIAL. THERE IS A LONG ADDRESS OF JOSEPH TO PILATE, EVERY CLAUSE BEGINNING WITH ‘GIVE ME THIS STRANGER’. AT THE BURIAL THERE IS A FINAL LAMENTATION OF THE VIRGIN AND ONE OF MARY MAGDALENE, WHO SAYS: ‘WHO SHALL MAKE THIS KNOWN UNTO ALL THE WORLD? I WILL GO ALONE TO ROME UNTO CAESAR: I WILL SHOW HIM WHAT EVIL PILATE HATH DONE, CONSENTING UNTO THE WICKED JEWS.’ THIS STORY OF MARY MAGDALENE’S GOING TO ROME IS ONE WHICH APPEARS IN BYZANTINE CHRONICLES AND OTHER LATE DOCUMENTS. IN CAP. XII TWO OF THE COPIES MARK A CONCLUSION AFTER THE SEALING OF THE TOMB. IN FACT, ONE OF THEM ACTUALLY ENDS HERE: THE OTHER HAS A DOXOLOGY AND COLOPHON, BUT CONTINUES WITH XII. 2, ‘WHEN THE LORD’S DAY [SUNDAY] DAWNED THE CHIEF PRIESTS TOOK COUNSEL’. THE REMAINING CHAPTERS, XIII–XVI, ARE MOST DRASTICALLY ABRIDGED, CONTAINING 147 LINES OF PRINT AS AGAINST 333 OF RECENSION A. THE CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH HAS BEEN TRANSLATED ABOVE, AND THE TEXT RUNS ON, AS IS THERE SHOWN, INTO PART II, THE DESCENT INTO HELL. AMONG THE VARIATIONS FROM THE A NARRATIVE, OF WHICH THE OBJECT IS NOT CLEAR, IS THIS, THAT THE THREE WITNESSES OF THE ASCENSION ARE HERE CALLED ‘A PRIEST NAMED PHINEЁS, A LEVITE NAMED AGGAEUS, AND A SOLDIER NAMED ADAS’.
ACTS OF PILATE: THE DESCENT IN HELL
CHRIST’S DESCENT INTO HELL
THIS WRITING, OR THE NUCLEUS OF IT, THE STORY OF THE DESCENT INTO HELL, WAS NOT ORIGINALLY PART OF THE ACTS OF PILATE. IT IS—APART FROM ITS SETTING—PROBABLY AN OLDER DOCUMENT. WHEN IT WAS FIRST ATTACHED TO THE ACTS OF PILATE IS UNCERTAIN. THE OBJECT OF THIS PREFATORY NOTE IS TO SAY THAT WE HAVE THE TEXT IN THREE FORMS. 1. GREEK, ONLY IN LATE MANUSCRIPTS OF RECENSION B. TISCHENDORF USED THREE. 2. LATIN A, FOUND IN THE MAJORITY, PERHAPS, OF THE LATIN MANUSCRIPTS. BE IT NOTED THAT ALL THE LATIN MANUSCRIPTS HAVE BOTH PARTS OF THE ACTS OF PILATE. 3. LATIN B, RATHER AN ABRIDGED TEXT IN THE ACCOUNT OF THE DESCENT, DIFFERING IN ORDER OF CONTENTS AND IN SETTING FROM A. BUT THE OPENING SECTION IS FAR LONGER THAN EITHER OF THE OTHERS. THERE ARE NO EARLY VERSIONS EXCEPT THE LATIN. THE COPTIC, SYRIAC, AND ARMENIAN CONTAIN PART I ONLY. THE ORDER OF THE STORY IN THE THREE RECENSIONS DEMANDS A NOTE. LATIN A AND GREEK GO TOGETHER. LATIN B DIFFERS. I. THE TWO MEN (NAMELESS IN GREEK) ARE FOUND AND INDUCED TO WRITE THEIR STORY. I. THE TWO MEN ARE FOUND, WRITE THEIR STORY, AND RETURN TO THEIR TOMBS. II. THE STORY. A LIGHT, SHINES IN HELL. ADAM, ESAIAS, SIMEON SPEAK (NOT IN B). (IN GREEK, ABRAHAM AND ESAIAS.) JOHN BAPTIST COMES. II. THE STORY. A LIGHT, SHINES. A VOICE: LIFT UP THE GATES. SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] HAS THE DOORS SECURED. III. SETH’S STORY OF THE OIL OF MERCY. III. DIALOGUE OF HELL AND SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] (A. IV). IV. SATAN’S [LUCIFER’S/VICTORIA’S] DIALOGUE WITH HELL. IV. SETH’S STORY. V. FIRST CRY: LIFT UP THE GATES. DAVID AND ISAIAH SPEAK. SECOND CRY. DAVID SPEAKS. CHRIST ENTERS. (GREEK, DAVID SPEAKS ONLY ONCE.) V. ISAIAH AND JOHN BAPTIST (A. II). VI. ADDRESS OF HELL TO CHRIST (NOT IN B). SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] BOUND. VI. DAVID AND JEREMIAH. SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] NOT ALLOWED TO LEAVE HELL. VII. HELL DERIDES SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]. VII. CRY: LIFT UP THE GATES. THE GOOD THIEF APPEARS (A. X). SECOND CRY. VIII. CHRIST GREETS ADAM AND TAKES ALL SAINTS OUT OF HELL. DAVID, HABACUC, MICHEAS SPEAK (NOT IN B). (GREEK OMITS THE PROPHECIES.) VIII. DOORS BROKEN. CHRIST ENTERS. SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] BOUND. IX. THEY MEET ENOCH AND ELIAS (NOT IN B.). IX. CHRIST GREETS ADAM AND EVE (NOT IN A). X. THEY MEET THE THIEF. X. SETS UP HIS CROSS IN HELL (NOT IN A). LEAVES HELL. CONCLUSION. XI. CONCLUSION. XII. THE TWO MEN VANISH. IN ORDER TO PLACE THE MATERIAL FAIRLY BEFORE READERS IT SEEMS NECESSARY TO GIVE ALL THREE TEXTS. HERE THE GREEK, WHICH, LIKE THE REST OF RECENSION B, IS OF LATE TYPE, SHALL BE RELEGATED TO THE SECOND PLACE, AND PREFERENCE GIVEN TO LATIN A. THE CHAPTER- AND VERSE-NUMBERINGS ARE THOSE OF TISCHENDORF. LATIN A, GREEK, LATIN B [PART I, CAP. XVI, ENDS WITH WORDS OF THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, &C. ALL NATIONS SHALL SERVE HIM, AND KINGS SHALL COME FROM AFAR WORSHIPPING AND MAGNIFYING HIM. PART II, CAP. I, RUNS ON FROM THIS.] 
I (XVII), I (XVII), I (XVII): 1 AND JOSEPH AROSE AND SAID UNTO ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS: TRULY AND OF RIGHT DO YE MARVEL BECAUSE YE HAVE HEARD THAT JESUS HATH BEEN SEEN ALIVE AFTER DEATH, AND THAT HE HATH ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN. NEVERTHELESS, IT IS MORE MARVELOUS THAT HE ROSE NOT ALONE FROM THE DEAD, BUT DID RAISE UP ALIVE MANY OTHER DEAD OUT OF THEIR SEPULCHERS, AND THEY HAVE BEEN SEEN OF MANY IN JERUSALEM. AND NOW HEARKEN UNTO ME; FOR WE ALL KNOW THE BLESSED SIMEON, THE HIGH PRIEST WHICH RECEIVED THE CHILD JESUS IN HIS HANDS IN THE TEMPLE. AND THIS SIMEON HAD TWO SONS, BROTHERS IN BLOOD, AND WE ALL WERE AT THEIR FALLING ASLEEP AND AT THEIR BURIAL. GO THEREFORE AND LOOK UPON THEIR SEPULCHERS: FOR THEY ARE OPEN, BECAUSE THEY HAVE RISEN, AND BEHOLD THEY ARE IN THE CITY OF ARIMATHAEA DWELLING TOGETHER IN PRAYER. AND INDEED, MEN HEAR THEM CRYING OUT, YET THEY SPEAK WITH NO MAN, BUT ARE SILENT AS DEAD MEN. BUT COME, LET US GO UNTO THEM AND WITH ALL HONOUR AND GENTLENESS BRING THEM UNTO US, AND IF WE ADJURE THEM, PERCHANCE THEY WILL TELL US CONCERNING THE MYSTERY OF THEIR RISING AGAIN. [PART I ENDS IN THIS TEXT WITH WORDS OF THE PRIESTS: OUR SCRIPTURE SAITH THAT EVERY WORD SHALL BE ESTABLISHED AT THE MOUTHS OF TWO OR THREE. JOSEPH THEREFORE DOTH CONFESS THAT HE TENDED HIM AND BURIED HIM, AND HOW THAT IT IS TRUE THAT HE ROSE AGAIN]. 1 THEN RABBI ADDAS AND RABBI FINEËS AND RABBI EGIAS, EVEN THE THREE MEN WHICH HAD COME OUT OF GALILEE TESTIFYING THAT THEY HAD SEEN JESUS TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN, AROSE IN THE MIDST OF THE MULTITUDE OF THE CHIEF MEN OF THE JEWS, AND SAID BEFORE THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES WHICH WERE ASSEMBLED UNTO THE COUNCIL OF THE LORD: AS WE CAME FROM GALILEE UNTO JORDAN, THERE MET US A GREAT MULTITUDE OF MEN IN WHITE GARMENTS WHO HAD DIED AFORETIME. AMONG WHOM WE BEHELD KARINUS AND LEUCIUS TO BE PRESENT WITH THEM; AND THEY CAME NEAR UNTO US, AND WE KISSED ONE ANOTHER, FOR THEY WERE BELOVED FRIENDS OF OURS, AND ASKED THEM, SAYING: TELL US, FRIENDS AND BRETHREN, WHAT IS THIS SOUL AND FLESH? AND WHO ARE THESE WITH WHOM YE GO? AND HOW ARE YE WHICH WERE DEAD REMAINING IN THE BODY. 
(PART II.) 1 JOSEPH SAITH: AND WHY MARVEL YE THAT JESUS ROSE AGAIN. THIS IS NOT MARVELOUS: BUT THIS IS MARVELOUS, THAT HE ROSE NOT ALONE, BUT RAISED UP MANY OTHER DEAD MEN WHICH APPEARED IN JERUSALEM UNTO MANY. AND IF YE KNOW NOT THE OTHERS, YET SIMEON AT LEAST, WHICH RECEIVED JESUS, AND HIS TWO SONS, WHOM HE HATH RAISED UP, THESE AT LEAST YE DO KNOW, FOR WE BURIED THEM BUT A LITTLE WHILE AGO: AND NOW THEIR SEPULCHERS ARE SEEN TO BE OPENED AND EMPTY, AND THEY THEMSELVES ARE ALIVE AND DWELLING IN ARIMATHAEA. THEY SENT THEREFORE MEN, AND FOUND THEIR SEPULCHERS OPENED AND EMPTY. JOSEPH SAITH: LET US GO UNTO ARIMATHAEA AND FIND THEM. 
2 WHEN THEY HEARD THESE THINGS, THEY ALL REJOICED. AND ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, NICODEMUS AND JOSEPH AND GAMALIEL WENT AND FOUND THEM NOT IN THEIR SEPULCHER, BUT THEY WENT UNTO THE CITY OF ARIMATHAEA, AND FOUND THEM THERE, KNEELING ON THEIR KNEES AND GIVING THEMSELVES UNTO PRAYER. AND THEY KISSED THEM, AND WITH ALL REVERENCE AND IN THE FEAR OF GOD THEY BROUGHT THEM TO JERUSALEM INTO THE SYNAGOGUE. AND THEY SHUT THE DOORS AND TOOK THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD AND PUT IT INTO THEIR HANDS, AND ADJURED THEM BY THE GOD ADONAI AND THE GOD OF ISRAEL WHICH SPAKE UNTO OUR FATHERS BY THE PROPHETS, SAYING: BELIEVE YE THAT IT IS JESUS WHICH RAISED YOU FROM THE DEAD? TELL US HOW YE HAVE ARISEN FROM THE DEAD. 
2 THEN ROSE UP THE CHIEF PRIESTS ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, AND JOSEPH AND NICODEMUS AND GAMALIEL AND OTHERS WITH THEM, AND WENT UNTO ARIMATHAEA AND FOUND THE MEN OF WHOM JOSEPH SPAKE. SO THEY DID OFFER PRAYER, AND SALUTED ONE ANOTHER: THEN THEY CAME WITH THEM TO JERUSALEM; AND THEY BROUGHT THEM INTO THE SYNAGOGUE AND MADE FAST THE DOORS, AND SET THE OLD TESTAMENT OF THE JEWS IN THE MIDST: AND THE HIGH PRIESTS SAID UNTO THEM: WE WOULD HAVE YOU SWEAR BY THE GOD OF ISRAEL AND BY ADONAI, AND SO SPEAK THE TRUTH, HOW YE AROSE AND WHO RAISED YOU FROM THE DEAD.
2 AND THEY ANSWERED AND SAID: WE AROSE WITH CHRIST OUT OF HELL, AND HE RAISED US UP FROM THE DEAD. AND HEREBY MAY YE KNOW THAT THE GATES OF DEATH AND DARKNESS ARE DESTROYED, AND THE SOULS OF THE SAINTS ARE TAKEN OUT THENCE, AND HAVE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN WITH CHRIST THE LORD. BUT WE ALSO HAVE BEEN COMMANDED BY THE LORD HIMSELF THAT FOR A SET TIME WE SHOULD WALK THE BANKS OF JORDAN AND THE MOUNTAINS, YET NOT BEING SEEN OF ALL MEN, NEITHER SPEAKING WITH ALL MEN, BUT ONLY WITH THOSE WITH WHOM IT SHALL PLEASE HIM. AND EVEN NOW WE SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO SPEAK UNTO YOU OR TO BE SEEN OF YOU UNLESS WE HAD BEEN SUFFERED BY THE HOLY GHOST.
3 AND WHEN KARINUS AND LEUCIUS HEARD THIS ADJURATION, THEY TREMBLED IN THEIR BODY AND GROANED, BEING TROUBLED IN HEART. AND LOOKING UP TOGETHER UNTO HEAVEN THEY MADE THE SEAL OF THE CROSS WITH THEIR FINGERS UPON THEIR TONGUES, AND FORTHWITH THEY SPAKE BOTH OF THEM, SAYING: GIVE US EACH A VOLUME OF PAPER, AND LET US WRITE THAT WHICH WE HAVE SEEN AND HEARD. AND THEY GAVE THEM UNTO THEM, AND EACH OF THEM SAT DOWN AND WROTE, SAYING:
3 WHEN THE MEN THAT HAD ARISEN HEARD THAT, THEY MADE UPON THEIR FACES THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, AND SAID UNTO THE CHIEF PRIESTS: GIVE US PAPER AND INK AND PEN. SO, THEY BROUGHT THESE THINGS. AND THEY SAT DOWN AND WROTE THUS:
3 NOW WHEN ALL THE MULTITUDE THAT WERE PRESENT IN THE COUNCIL HEARD THESE THINGS THEY WERE STRICKEN WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING, AND WONDERED, SAYING, DID THESE THINGS TRULY COME TO PASS WHICH THESE MEN OF GALILEE TESTIFY? THEN CAIAPHAS AND ANNAS SAID UNTO THE COUNCIL: NOW SHALL IT BE MADE PLAIN CONCERNING ALL THE THINGS WHICH THESE HAVE TESTIFIED, BOTH FIRST AND LAST: IF IT SHALL BE FOUND TRUE THAT KARINUS AND LEUCIUS DO REMAIN ALIVE IN THE BODY, AND IF WE ARE ABLE TO BEHOLD THEM WITH OUR EYES, THEN THAT IS TRUE IN ALL POINTS WHICH THESE TESTIFY; AND IF WE FIND THEM, THEY WILL ASSURE US OF ALL THINGS: BUT IF NOT, YE SHALL KNOW THAT ALL ARE LYING REPORTS. 
4 THEN THEY TOOK COUNSEL QUICKLY, AND IT PLEASED THEM TO CHOOSE OUT FIT MEN FEARING GOD, WHICH KNEW WHEN THESE MEN HAD DIED AND THE SEPULCHER WHERE THEY WERE BURIED, AND SHOULD INQUIRE DILIGENTLY AND SEE IF IT WERE SO AS THEY HAD HEARD. THERE WENT THEREFORE TO THE PLACE FIFTEEN MEN WHICH HAD BEEN PRESENT THROUGHOUT AT THEIR FALLING ASLEEP, AND HAD STOOD ON THEIR FEET IN THE PLACE WHERE THEY WERE BURIED, AND HAD SEEN THEIR SEPULCHERS. AND THESE CAME AND FOUND THEIR SEPULCHERS AND MANY OTHERS OPEN, AND FOUND NOT ANY SIGN OF THE BONES OR THE DUST OF THEM: AND THEY RETURNED WITH ALL SPEED AND REPORTED THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAD SEEN. 5 THEN WAS ALL THEIR SYNAGOGUE TROUBLED WITH GREAT SADNESS, AND THEY SAID ONE TO ANOTHER: WHAT SHALL WE DO? ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS SAID: LET US SEND UNTO THE PLACE WHEREIN WE HAVE HEARD THAT THEY ARE, AND DISPATCH UNTO THEM MEN OF THE NOBLER SORT, BESEECHING AND SUPPLICATING THEM: PERADVENTURE THEY WILL VOUCHSAFE TO COME UNTO US. THEN THEY SENT UNTO THEM NICODEMUS AND JOSEPH AND THE THREE MEN, THE RABBIS OF GALILEE WHICH HAD SEEN THEM, ENTREATING THEM THAT THEY WOULD VOUCHSAFE TO COME TO THEM. AND THESE WENT AND WALKED ABOUT ALL THE REGION OF JORDAN AND OF THE MOUNTAINS AND FOUND THEM NOT, AND RETURNED BACK AGAIN. 6 AND BEHOLD ON A SUDDEN THERE APPEARED COMING DOWN FROM MOUNT AMALECH A VERY GREAT MULTITUDE, ABOUT TWELVE THOUSAND MEN, WHICH HAD RISEN WITH THE LORD. AND THOUGH THE MEN RECOGNIZED MANY IN THAT PLACE, THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO SPEAK A WORD UNTO THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR FEAR, AND THE VISION OF ANGELS; AND THEY STOOD AFAR OFF BEHOLDING THEM AND HEARKENING TO THEM, HOW THEY WENT SINGING AND SAYING: THE LORD IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD AS HE SAID: LET US ALL REJOICE AND BE GLAD, FOR HE REIGNETH FOR EVER. THEN THEY THAT HAD BEEN SENT WERE AMAZED AND FELL DOWN UPON THE EARTH FOR FEAR: AND THEY WERE WARNED BY AN ANGEL OF THE LORD WHICH RAISED THEM UP FROM THE EARTH, THAT THEY SHOULD SEEK OUT KARINUS AND LEUCIUS IN THEIR OWN HOUSE. 7 THEY AROSE THEN AND WENT TO THEIR HOUSE AND FOUND THEM GIVING THEMSELVES UNTO PRAYER: AND ENTERING IN UNTO THEM THEY FELL ON THEIR FACES TO THE EARTH AND GREETED THEM, AND AROSE AND SAID: O YE FRIENDS OF GOD, THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS HATH SENT US UNTO YOU, FOR THEY HAVE HEARD THAT YE ARE RISEN FROM THE DEAD, ENTREATING AND BESEECHING YOU TO COME UNTO THEM, THAT WE MAY ALL KNOW THE WONDERFUL WORKS OF GOD WHICH HAVE BEEN WROUGHT UPON US (OR YOU?) IN OUR DAYS. AND THEY ROSE IMMEDIATELY BY THE BIDDING OF GOD AND WENT WITH THEM, AND ENTERED INTO THEIR SYNAGOGUE. AND WHEN THE CHIEF OF THE PRIESTS SAW THEM THEY WERE GREATLY TROUBLED AND TREMBLING TOOK HOLD UPON THEM: AND FINALLY ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS TOOK THE BOOKS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD AND PUT THEM INTO THEIR HANDS, AND ADJURED THEM BY THE GOD HELOI AND THE GOD ADONAI AND BY THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE PROPHETS, SAYING: TELL US HOW YE AROSE FROM THE DEAD, AND WHAT ARE THESE WONDERS WHICH HAVE BEEN WROUGHT IN OUR DAYS, EVEN SUCH AS WE HAVE NEVER HEARD TO BE DONE AT ANY TIME: FOR NOW ALL OUR BONES ARE CONFOUNDED AND DRIED UP FOR FEAR, AND THE EARTH MOVETH ITSELF BENEATH OUR FEET: FOR VERILY WE HAVE JOINED TOGETHER ALL OUR HEARTS TO SHED RIGHTEOUS AND HOLY BLOOD. 8 THEN KARINUS AND LEUCIUS BECKONED TO THEM WITH THEIR HANDS THAT THEY SHOULD GIVE THEM A VOLUME OF PAPER, AND INK: AND THIS THEY DID BECAUSE THE HOLY GHOST SUFFERED THEM NOT TO SPEAK WITH THEM. AND THEY GAVE UNTO EACH OF THEM PAPER, AND SEPARATED THEM ONE FROM THE OTHER IN SEVERAL CHAMBERS (CELLS). AND THEY, MAKING WITH THEIR FINGERS THE SIGN OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST, BEGAN TO WRITE EACH HIS VOLUME; AND WHEN THEY HAD ENDED, THEY CRIED OUT AS IT WERE WITH ONE VOICE OUT OF THEIR SEVERAL CHAMBERS: AMEN. AND KARINUS ROSE AND GAVE HIS PAPER UNTO ANNAS AND LEUCIUS UNTO CAIAPHAS, AND THEY SALUTED ONE ANOTHER AND WENT FORTH AND RETURNED UNTO THEIR SEPULCHERS. 9 THEN ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS OPENED THE ROLL OF PAPER AND BEGAN EACH OF THEM TO READ TO HIMSELF PRIVILY. BUT ALL THE PEOPLE TOOK IT ILL, AND THERE WAS A CRY FROM ALL OF THEM: READ THESE WRITINGS UNTO US OPENLY: AND WHEN THEY HAVE BEEN READ, WE WILL KEEP THEM, THAT THIS TRUTH OF GOD BE NOT TURNED BY BLINDING OUR EYES, UNTO DECEIT, BY UNCLEAN AND DECEITFUL MEN. AND THEREUPON ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, BEING SEIZED WITH TREMBLING, DELIVERED THE ROLL OF PAPER UNTO RABBI ADDAS AND RABBI FINEËS AND RABBI EGIAS, WHICH HAD COME FROM GALILEE AND DECLARED THAT JESUS WAS TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN: AND UNTO THEM ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS GAVE CREDENCE THAT THEY SHOULD READ THIS WRITING. AND THEY READ THE PAPER, WHEREIN WAS CONTAINED THIS THAT FOLLOWETH.
II (XVIII), II (XVIII), II (XVIII) 1 O LORD JESU [S] CHRIST, THE LIFE AND RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD (AL. RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD AND THE LIFE OF THE LIVING), SUFFER US TO SPEAK OF THE MYSTERIES OF THY MAJESTY WHICH THOU DIDST PERFORM AFTER THY DEATH UPON THE CROSS, INASMUCH AS WE HAVE BEEN ADJURED BY THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. FOR THOU DIDST COMMAND US THY SERVANTS TO TELL NO MAN THE SECRETS OF THY DIVINE MAJESTY WHICH THOU WROUGHTEST IN HELL.
1 O LORD JESU [S] CHRIST, THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE OF THE WORLD, GIVE US GRACE THAT WE MAY TELL OF THY RESURRECTION AND OF THY MARVELOUS WORKS WHICH THOU DIDST IN HELL (HADES). 
1 I KARINUS. O LORD JESU [S] CHRIST, SON OF THE LIVING GOD, SUFFER ME TO SPEAK OF THY MARVELOUS WORKS WHICH THOU DIDST IN HELL. NOW WHEN WE WERE SET TOGETHER WITH ALL OUR FATHERS IN THE DEEP, IN OBSCURITY OF DARKNESS, ON A SUDDEN THERE CAME A GOLDEN HEAT OF THE SUN AND A PURPLE AND ROYAL LIGHT SHINING UPON US. AND IMMEDIATELY THE FATHER OF THE WHOLE RACE OF MEN, TOGETHER WITH ALL THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS, REJOICED, SAYING: THIS LIGHT IS THE BEGINNING (AUTHOR) OF EVERLASTING LIGHT WHICH DID PROMISE TO SEND UNTO US HIS CO-ETERNAL LIGHT. AND ESAIAS CRIED OUT AND SAID: THIS IS THE [TRUE] LIGHT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], EVEN THE SON OF GOD, ACCORDING AS I PROPHESIED WHEN I LIVED UPON THE EARTH: THE LAND OF ZABULON AND THE LAND OF NEPHTHALIM BEYOND JORDAN, OF GALILEE OF THE GENTILES, THE PEOPLE THAT WALKED IN DARKNESS HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT, AND THEY THAT DWELL IN THE LAND OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM DID THE LIGHT SHINE. AND NOW HATH IT COME AND SHONE UPON US THAT SIT IN DEATH. WE, THEN, WERE IN HELL TOGETHER WITH ALL THEM THAT HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP SINCE THE BEGINNING: AND AT THE HOUR OF MIDNIGHT THERE ROSE UPON THOSE DARK PLACES AS IT WERE THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, AND SHINED, AND ALL WE WERE ENLIGHTENED AND BEHELD ONE ANOTHER. AND STRAIGHTWAY OUR FATHER ABRAHAM, TOGETHER WITH THE PATRIARCHS AND THE PROPHETS, WERE ALL AT ONCE FILLED WITH JOY AND SAID ONE TO ANOTHER: THIS LIGHT COMETH OF THE GREAT LIGHTENING. THE PROPHET ESAIAS BEING THERE PRESENT SAID: THIS [TRUE] LIGHT IS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND OF THE SON [JESUS], AND OF THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN]: CONCERNING WHICH I PROPHESIED WHEN I WAS YET ALIVE, SAYING: THE LAND OF ZABULON AND THE LAND OF NEPHTHALIM, THE PEOPLE THAT SAT IN DARKNESS, HATH SEEN A GREAT LIGHT. WHEN THEREFORE WE WERE HOLDEN IN HELL IN DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW OF DEATH, SUDDENLY THERE SHONE UPON US A GREAT LIGHT, AND HELL DID TREMBLE, AND THE GATES OF DEATH. AND THERE WAS HEARD THE VOICE OF THE SON OF THE MOST-HIGH FATHER [STEPHEN], AS IT WERE THE VOICE OF A GREAT THUNDERING, AND IT PROCLAIMED ALOUD AND BEGAN: DRAW BACK, O PRINCES, YOUR GATES, REMOVE YOUR EVERLASTING DOORS: CHRIST THE LORD THE KING OF GLORY APPROACHETH TO ENTER IN. 2 AND AS WE ALL REJOICED IN THE LIGHT WHICH SHINED UPON US, THERE CAME UNTO US OUR FATHER SIMEON, AND HE REJOICING SAID UNTO US: GLORIFY YE THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD; FOR I RECEIVED HIM IN MY HANDS IN THE TEMPLE WHEN HE WAS BORN A CHILD, AND BEING MOVED OF THE HOLY GHOST I MADE CONFESSION AND SAID UNTO HIM: NOW HAVE MINE EYES SEEN THY SALVATION WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED BEFORE THE FACE OF ALL PEOPLE, A LIGHT TO LIGHTEN THE GENTILES, AND TO BE THE GLORY OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL. AND WHEN THEY HEARD THESE THINGS, THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE SAINTS REJOICED YET MORE. 3 AND AFTER THAT THERE CAME ONE AS IT WERE A DWELLER IN THE WILDERNESS, AND HE WAS INQUIRED OF BY ALL: WHO ART THOU? AND HE ANSWERED THEM AND SAID: I AM JOHN, THE VOICE AND THE PROPHET OF THE MOST-HIGH, WHICH CAME BEFORE THE FACE OF HIS ADVENT TO PREPARE HIS WAYS, TO GIVE KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION UNTO HIS PEOPLE, FOR THE REMISSION OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. AND WHEN I SAW HIM COMING UNTO ME, BEING MOVED OF THE HOLY GHOST, I SAID: BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, BEHOLD HIM THAT TAKETH AWAY THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF THE WORLD. AND I BAPTIZED HIM IN THE RIVER OF JORDAN, AND SAW THE HOLY GHOST DESCENDING UPON HIM IN THE LIKENESS OF A DOVE, AND HEARD A VOICE OUT OF HEAVEN SAYING: THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED. AND NOW HAVE I COME BEFORE HIS FACE, AND COME DOWN TO DECLARE UNTO YOU THAT HE IS AT HAND TO VISIT US, EVEN THE DAYSPRING, THE SON OF GOD, COMING FROM ON HIGH UNTO US THAT SIT IN DARKNESS AND IN THE SHADOW OF DEATH. PONTIUS PILATE UNTO CLAUDIUS, GREETING: THERE BEFELL OF LATE A MATTER WHICH I MYSELF BROUGHT TO LIGHT (OR MADE TRIAL OF): FOR THE JEWS THROUGH ENVY HAVE PUNISHED THEMSELVES AND THEIR POSTERITY WITH FEARFUL JUDGEMENTS OF THEIR OWN FAULT; FOR WHEREAS THEIR FATHERS HAD PROMISES (AL. HAD ANNOUNCED UNTO THEM) THAT THEIR GOD WOULD SEND THEM OUT OF HEAVEN HIS HOLY ONE WHO SHOULD OF RIGHT BE CALLED THEIR KING, AND DID PROMISE THAT HE WOULD SEND HIM UPON EARTH BY A VIRGIN; HE, THEN (OR THIS GOD OF THE HEBREWS, THEN), CAME WHEN I WAS GOVERNOR OF JUDAEA, AND THEY BEHELD HIM ENLIGHTENING THE BLIND, CLEANSING LEPERS, HEALING THE PALSIED, DRIVING DEVILS OUT OF MEN, RAISING THE DEAD, REBUKING THE WINDS, WALKING UPON THE WAVES OF THE SEA DRY-SHOD, AND DOING MANY OTHER WONDERS, AND ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS CALLING HIM THE SON OF GOD: THE CHIEF PRIESTS THEREFORE, MOVED WITH ENVY AGAINST HIM, TOOK HIM AND DELIVERED HIM UNTO ME AND BROUGHT AGAINST HIM ONE FALSE ACCUSATION AFTER ANOTHER, SAYING THAT HE WAS A SORCERER AND DID THINGS CONTRARY TO THEIR [SEXLESS] LAW. BUT I, BELIEVING THAT THESE THINGS WERE SO, HAVING SCOURGED HIM, DELIVERED HIM UNTO THEIR WILL: AND THEY CRUCIFIED HIM, AND WHEN HE WAS BURIED, THEY SET GUARDS UPON HIM. BUT WHILE MY SOLDIERS WATCHED HIM, HE ROSE AGAIN ON THE THIRD DAY: YET SO MUCH WAS THE MALICE OF THE JEWS KINDLED THAT THEY GAVE MONEY TO THE SOLDIERS, SAYING: SAY YE THAT HIS DISCIPLES STOLE AWAY HIS BODY. BUT THEY, THOUGH THEY TOOK THE MONEY, WERE NOT ABLE TO KEEP SILENCE CONCERNING THAT WHICH HAD COME TO PASS, FOR THEY ALSO HAVE TESTIFIED THAT THEY SAW HIM ARISEN AND THAT THEY RECEIVED MONEY FROM THE JEWS. AND THESE THINGS HAVE I REPORTED <UNTO THY MIGHTINESS> FOR THIS CAUSE, LEST SOME OTHER SHOULD LIE UNTO THEE (LAT. LEST ANY LIE OTHERWISE) AND THOU SHOULDEST DEEM RIGHT TO BELIEVE THE FALSE TALES OF THE JEWS.
ACTS OF PILATE: CHRIST’S DESCENT INTO HELL
THIS WRITING, OR THE NUCLEUS OF IT, THE STORY OF THE DESCENT INTO HELL WAS NOT ORIGINALLY PART OF THE ACTS OF PILATE. IT IS -APART FROM ITS SETTING- PROBABLY AN OLDER DOCUMENT. WHEN IT WAS FIRST ATTACHED TO THE ACTS OF PILATE IS UNCERTAIN. THE OBJECT OF THIS PREFATORY NOTE IS TO SAY THAT WE HAVE THE TEXT IN THREE FORMS, [HOWEVER, ONLY THE LATIN A TEXT WILL BE GIVEN. FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF ALL THREE TEXTS SEE M.R. JAMES APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT]. [PART I, CAP. XVI, ENDS WITH WORDS OF THE RULERS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, &... ALL NATIONS SHALL SERVE HIM, AND KINGS SHALL COME FROM AFAR WORSHIPPING AND MAGNIFYING HIM. PART II, CAP. I, RUNS ON FROM THIS.  
I (XVII): 1 AND JOSEPH AROSE AND SAID UNTO ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS: TRULY AND OF RIGHT DO YE MARVEL BECAUSE YE HAVE HEARD THAT JESUS HATH BEEN SEEN ALIVE AFTER DEATH, AND THAT HE HATH ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN. NEVERTHELESS, IT IS MORE MARVELOUS THAT HE ROSE NOT ALONE FROM THE DEAD, BUT DID RAISE UP ALIVE MANY OTHER DEAD OUT OF THEIR SEPULCHRES, AND THEY HAVE BEEN SEEN OF MANY IN JERUSALEM. AND NOW HEARKEN UNTO ME; FOR WE ALL KNOW THE BLESSED SIMEON, THE HIGH PRIEST WHICH RECEIVED THE CHILD JESUS IN HIS HANDS IN THE TEMPLE. AND THIS SIMEON HAD TWO SONS, BROTHERS IN BLOOD AND WE ALL WERE AT THEIR FALLING ASLEEP AND AT THEIR BURIAL. GO THEREFORE AND LOOK UPON THEIR SEPULCHRES: FOR THEY ARE OPEN, BECAUSE THEY HAVE RISEN, AND BEHOLD THEY ARE IN THE CITY OF ARIMATHAEA DWELLING TOGETHER IN PRAYER. AND INDEED, MEN HEAR THEM CRYING OUT, YET THEY SPEAK WITH NO MAN, BUT ARE SILENT AS DEAD MEN. BUT COME, LET US GO UNTO THEM AND WITH ALL HONOUR AND GENTLENESS BRING THEM UNTO US, AND IF WE ADJURE THEM, PERCHANCE THEY WILL TELL US CONCERNING THE MYSTERY OF THEIR RISING AGAIN. 2 WHEN THEY HEARD THESE THINGS, THEY ALL REJOICED. AND ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, NICODEMUS AND JOSEPH AND GAMALIEL WENT AND FOUND THEM NOT IN THEIR SEPULCHRE, BUT THEY WENT UNTO THE CITY OF ARIMATHAEA, AND FOUND THEM THERE, KNEELING ON THEIR KNEES AND GIVING THEMSELVES UNTO PRAYER. AND THEY KISSED THEM, AND WITH ALL REVERENCE AND IN THE FEAR OF GOD THEY BROUGHT THEM TO JERUSALEM INTO THE SYNAGOGUE. AND THEY SHUT THE DOORS AND TOOK THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD AND PUT IT INTO THEIR HANDS, AND ADJURED THEM BY THE GOD ADONAI AND THE GOD OF ISRAEL WHICH SPAKE UNTO OUR FATHERS BY THE PROPHETS, SAYING: BELIEVE YE THAT IT IS JESUS WHICH RAISED YOU FROM THE DEAD? TELL US HOW YE HAVE ARISEN FROM THE DEAD. 3 AND WHEN KARINUS AND LEUCIUS HEARD THIS ADJURATION, THEY TREMBLED IN THEIR BODY AND GROANED, BEING TROUBLED IN HEART. AND LOOKING UP TOGETHER UNTO HEAVEN THEY MADE THE SEAL OF THE CROSS WITH THEIR FINGERS UPON THEIR TONGUES, AND FORTHWITH THEY SPAKE BOTH OF THEM, SAYING: GIVE US EACH A VOLUME OF PAPER, AND LET US WRITE THAT WHICH WE HAVE SEEN AND HEARD. AND THEY GAVE THEM UNTO THEM, AND EACH OF THEM SAT DOWN AND WROTE, SAYING:  
II (XVIII): 1 O LORD JESU [S] CHRIST, THE LIFE AND RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD (AL. RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD AND THE LIFE OF THE LIVING), SUFFER US TO SPEAK OF THE MYSTERIES OF THY MAJESTY WHICH THOU DIDST PERFORM AFTER THY DEATH UPON THE CROSS, INASMUCH AS WE HAVE BEEN ADJURED BY THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. FOR THOU DIDST COMMAND US THY SERVANTS TO TELL NO MAN THE SECRETS OF THY DIVINE MAJESTY WHICH THOU WROUGHTEST IN HELL. NOW WHEN WE WERE SET TOGETHER WITH ALL OUR FATHERS IN THE DEEP, IN OBSCURITY OF DARKNESS, ON A SUDDEN THERE CAME A GOLDEN HEAT OF THE SUN AND A PURPLE AND ROYAL LIGHT SHINING UPON US. AND IMMEDIATELY THE FATHER OF THE WHOLE RACE OF MEN, TOGETHER WITH ALL THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS, REJOICED, SAYING: THIS LIGHT IS THE BEGINNING (AUTHOR) OF EVERLASTING LIGHT WHICH DID PROMISE TO SEND UNTO US HIS COETERNAL LIGHT. AND ESAIAS CRIED OUT AND SAID: THIS IS THE [TRUE] LIGHT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], EVEN THE SON OF GOD, ACCORDING AS I PROPHESIED WHEN I LIVED UPON THE EARTH: THE LAND OF ZABULON AND THE LAND OF NEPHTHALIM BEYOND JORDAN, OF GALILEE OF THE GENTILES, THE PEOPLE THAT WALKED IN DARKNESS HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT, AND THEY THAT DWELL IN THE LAND OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM DID THE LIGHT SHINE. AND NOW HATH IT COME AND SHONE UPON US THAT SIT IN DEATH. 2 AND AS WE ALL REJOICED IN THE LIGHT WHICH SHINED UPON US, THERE CAME UNTO US OUR FATHER SIMEON, AND HE REJOICING SAID UNTO US: GLORIFY YE THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD; FOR I RECEIVED HIM IN MY HANDS IN THE TEMPLE WHEN HE WAS BORN A CHILD, AND BEING MOVED OF THE HOLY GHOST I MADE CONFESSION AND SAID UNTO HIM: NOW HAVE MINE EYES SEEN THY SALVATION WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED BEFORE THE FACE OF ALL PEOPLE, A LIGHT TO LIGHTEN THE GENTILES, AND TO BE THE GLORY OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL. AND WHEN THEY HEARD THESE THINGS, THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE SAINTS REJOICED YET MORE. 3 AND AFTER THAT THERE CAME ONE AS IT WERE A DWELLER IN THE WILDERNESS, AND HE WAS INQUIRED OF BY ALL: WHO ART THOU? AND HE ANSWERED THEM AND SAID: I AM JOHN, THE VOICE AND THE PROPHET OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], WHICH CAME BEFORE THE FACE OF HIS ADVENT TO PREPARE HIS WAYS, TO GIVE KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION UNTO HIS PEOPLE, FOR THE REMISSION OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. AND WHEN I SAW HIM COMING UNTO ME, BEING MOVED OF THE HOLY GHOST, I SAID: BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, BEHOLD HIM THAT TAKETH AWAY THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF THE WORLD. AND I BAPTIZED HIM IN THE RIVER OF JORDAN, AND SAW THE HOLY GHOST DESCENDING UPON HIM IN THE LIKENESS OF A DOVE, AND HEARD A VOICE OUT OF HEAVEN SAYING: THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED. AND NOW HAVE I COME BEFORE HIS FACE, AND COME DOWN TO DECLARE UNTO YOU THAT HE IS AT HAND TO VISIT US, EVEN THE DAY SPRING, THE SON OF GOD, COMING FROM ON HIGH UNTO US THAT SIT IN DARKNESS AND IN THE SHADOW OF DEATH.  
III (XIX): 1 AND WHEN FATHER ADAM THAT WAS FIRST CREATED HEARD THIS, EVEN THAT JESUS WAS BAPTIZED IN JORDAN, HE CRIED OUT TO SETH HIS SON, SAYING: DECLARE UNTO THY SONS THE PATRIARCHS AND THE PROPHETS ALL THAT THOU DIDST HEAR FROM MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL, WHEN I SENT THEE UNTO THE GATES OF PARADISE THAT THOU MIGHTEST ENTREAT GOD TO SEND THEE HIS ANGEL TO GIVE THEE THE OIL OF THE TREE OF MERCY TO ANOINT MY BODY WHEN I WAS SICK. THEN SETH DREW NEAR UNTO THE HOLY PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS, AND SAID: WHEN I, SETH, WAS PRAYING AT THE GATES OF PARADISE, BEHOLD MICHAEL THE ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED UNTO ME, SAYING: I AM SENT UNTO THEE FROM THE LORD: IT IS I THAT AM SET OVER THE BODY OF MAN. AND I SAY UNTO THEE, SETH, VEX NOT THYSELF WITH TEARS, PRAYING AND ENTREATING FOR THE OIL OF THE TREE OF MERCY, THAT THOU MAYEST ANOINT THY FATHER ADAM FOR THE PAIN OF HIS BODY: FOR THOU WILT NOT BE ABLE TO RECEIVE IT SAVE IN THE LAST DAYS AND TIMES, SAVE WHEN FIVE THOUSAND AND FIVE HUNDRED (AL. 5,952) YEARS ARE ACCOMPLISHED: THEN SHALL THE MOST BELOVED SON OF GOD COME UPON THE EARTH TO RAISE UP THE BODY OF ADAM AND THE BODIES OF THE DEAD, AND HE SHALL COME AND BE BAPTIZED IN JORDAN. AND WHEN HE IS COME FORTH OF THE WATER OF JORDAN, THEN SHALL HE ANOINT WITH THE OIL OF MERCY ALL THAT BELIEVE ON HIM, AND THAT OIL OF MERCY SHALL BE UNTO ALL GENERATIONS OF THEM THAT SHALL BE BORN OF WATER AND OF THE HOLY GHOST, UNTO LIFE ETERNAL. THEN SHALL THE MOST BELOVED SON OF GOD, EVEN CHRIST JESUS, COME DOWN UPON THE EARTH AND SHALL BRING IN OUR FATHER ADAM INTO PARADISE UNTO THE TREE OF MERCY. AND WHEN THEY HEARD ALL THESE THINGS OF SETH, ALL THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS REJOICED WITH A GREAT REJOICING.  
IV (XX): 1 AND WHILE ALL THE SAINTS WERE REJOICING, BEHOLD SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THE PRINCE AND CHIEF OF DEATH SAID UNTO HELL: MAKE THYSELF READY TO RECEIVE JESUS WHO BOASTETH HIMSELF THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD, WHEREAS HE IS A MAN THAT FEARETH DEATH, AND SAYETH: MY SOUL IS SORROWFUL EVEN UNTO DEATH. AND HE HATH BEEN MUCH MINE ENEMY, DOING ME GREAT HURT, AND MANY THAT I HAD MADE BLIND, LAME, DUMB, LEPROUS, AND POSSESSED HE HATH HEALED WITH A WORD: AND SOME WHOM I HAVE BROUGHT UNTO THEE DEAD, THEM HATH HE TAKEN AWAY FROM THEE. 2 HELL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THE PRINCE: WHO IS HE THAT IS SO MIGHTY, IF HE BE A MAN THAT FEARETH DEATH? FOR ALL THE MIGHTY ONES OF THE EARTH ARE HELD IN SUBJECTION BY MY POWER, EVEN THEY WHOM THOU HAST BROUGHT ME SUBDUED BY THY POWER. IF, THEN, THOU ART MIGHTY, WHAT MANNER OF MAN IS THIS JESUS WHO, THOUGH HE, FEAR DEATH, RESISTETH THY POWER? IF HE BE SO MIGHTY IN HIS MANHOOD, VERILY I SAY UNTO THEE HE IS ALMIGHTY IN HIS GOD-HEAD, AND NO MAN CAN WITHSTAND HIS POWER. AND WHEN HE SAITH THAT HE FEARETH DEATH, HE WOULD ENSNARE THEE, AND WOE SHALL BE UNTO THEE FOR EVERLASTING AGES. BUT SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THE PRINCE OF TARTARUS SAID: WHY DOUBTEST THOU AND FEAREST TO RECEIVE THIS JESUS WHICH IS THINE ADVERSARY AND MINE? FOR I TEMPTED HIM, AND HAVE STIRRED UP MINE ANCIENT PEOPLE OF THE JEWS WITH ENVY AND WRATH AGAINST HIM. I HAVE SHARPENED A SPEAR TO THRUST HIM THROUGH, GALL AND VINEGAR HAVE I MINGLED TO GIVE HIM TO DRINK, AND I HAVE PREPARED A CROSS TO CRUCIFY HIM AND NAILS TO PIERCE HIM: AND HIS DEATH IS NIGH AT HAND, THAT I MAY BRING HIM UNTO THEE TO BE SUBJECT UNTO THEE AND ME. 3 HELL ANSWERED AND SAID: THOU HAST TOLD ME THAT IT IS HE THAT HATH TAKEN AWAY DEAD MEN FROM ME. FOR THERE BE MANY WHICH WHILE THEY LIVED ON THE EARTH HAVE TAKEN DEAD MEN FROM ME, YET NOT BY THEIR OWN POWER BUT BY PRAYER TO GOD, AND THEIR ALMIGHTY GOD HATH TAKEN THEM FROM ME. WHO IS THIS JESUS WHICH BY HIS OWN WORD WITHOUT PRAYER HATH DRAWN DEAD MEN FROM ME? PERCHANCE IT IS HE WHICH BY THE WORD OF HIS COMMAND DID RESTORE TO LIFE LAZARUS WHICH WAS FOUR DAYS DEAD AND STANK AND WAS CORRUPT, WHOM I HELD HERE DEAD. SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THE PRINCE OF DEATH ANSWERED AND SAID: IT IS THAT SAME JESUS. WHEN HELL HEARD THAT HE SAID UNTO HIM: I ADJURE THEE BY THY STRENGTH AND MINE OWN THAT THOU BRING HIM NOT UNTO ME. FOR AT THAT TIME I, WHEN I HEARD THE COMMAND OF HIS WORD, DID QUAKE AND WAS OVERWHELMED WITH FEAR, AND ALL MY MINISTRIES WITH ME WERE TROUBLED. NEITHER COULD WE KEEP LAZARUS, BUT HE LIKE AN EAGLE SHAKING HIMSELF LEAPED FORTH WITH ALL AGILITY AND SWIFTNESS, AND DEPARTED FROM US, AND THE EARTH ALSO WHICH HELD THE DEAD BODY OF LAZARUS STRAIGHTWAY GAVE HIM UP ALIVE. WHEREFORE NOW I KNOW THAT THAT MAN WHICH WAS ABLE TO DO THESE THINGS IS A GOD STRONG IN COMMAND AND MIGHTY IN MANHOOD, AND THAT HE IS THE SAVIOUR OF MANKIND. AND IF THOU BRING HIM UNTO ME, HE WILL SET FREE ALL THAT ARE HERE SHUT UP IN THE HARD PRISON AND BOUND IN THE CHAINS OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS THAT CANNOT BE BROKEN, AND WILL BRING THEM UNTO THE LIFE OF HIS GOD HEAD FOR EVER.  
V (XXI): 1 AND AS SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THE PRINCE, AND HELL, SPOKE THIS TOGETHER, SUDDENLY THERE CAME A VOICE AS OF THUNDER AND A SPIRITUAL CRY: REMOVE, O PRINCES, YOUR GATES, AND BE YE LIFT UP, YE EVERLASTING DOORS, AND THE KING OF GLORY SHALL COME IN. WHEN HELL HEARD THAT HE SAID UNTO SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THE PRINCE: DEPART FROM ME AND GO OUT OF MINE ABODE: IF THOU BE A MIGHTY MAN OF WAR, FIGHT THOU AGAINST THE KING OF GLORY. BUT WHAT HAST THOU TO DO WITH HIM? AND HELL, CAST SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] FORTH OUT OF HIS DWELLING. THEN SAID HELL UNTO HIS WICKED MINISTERS: SHUT YE THE HARD GATES OF BRASS AND PUT ON THEM THE BARS OF IRON AND WITHSTAND STOUTLY, LEST WE THAT HOLD CAPTIVITY BE TAKEN CAPTIVE. 2 BUT WHEN ALL THE MULTITUDE OF THE SAINTS HEARD IT, THEY SPAKE WITH A VOICE OF REBUKING UNTO HELL: OPEN THY GATES, THAT THE KING OF GLORY MAY COME IN. AND DAVID CRIED OUT, SAYING: DID I NOT WHEN I WAS ALIVE UPON EARTH, FORETELL UNTO YOU: LET THEM GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD, EVEN HIS MERCIES AND HIS WONDERS UNTO THE CHILDREN OF MEN; WHO HATH BROKEN THE GATES OF BRASS AND SMITTEN THE BARS OF IRON IN SUNDER? HE HATH TAKEN THEM OUT OF THE WAY OF THEIR INIQUITY. AND THEREAFTER IN LIKE MANNER ESAIAS SAID: DID NOT I WHEN I WAS ALIVE UPON EARTH FORETELL UNTO YOU: THE DEAD SHALL ARISE, AND THEY THAT ARE IN THE TOMBS SHALL RISE AGAIN, AND THEY THAT ARE IN THE EARTH SHALL REJOICE, FOR THE DEW WHICH COMETH OF THE LORD IS THEIR HEALING? AND AGAIN, I SAID: O DEATH, WHERE IS THY STING? O HELL, WHERE IS THY VICTORY?  3 WHEN THEY HEARD THAT OF ESAIAS, ALL THE SAINTS SAID UNTO HELL: OPEN THY GATES: NOW SHALT THOU BE OVERCOME AND WEAK AND WITHOUT STRENGTH. AND THERE CAME A GREAT VOICE AS OF THUNDER, SAYING: REMOVE, O PRINCES, YOUR GATES, AND BE YE LIFT UP YE DOORS OF HELL, AND THE KING OF GLORY SHALL COME IN. AND WHEN HELL SAW THAT THEY SO CRIED OUT TWICE, HE SAID, AS IF HE KNEW IT NOT: WHO IS THE KING OF GLORY? AND DAVID ANSWERED HELL AND SAID: THE WORDS OF THIS CRY DO I KNOW, FOR BY HIS SPIRIT I PROPHESIED THE SAME; AND NOW I SAY UNTO THEE THAT WHICH I SAID BEFORE: THE LORD STRONG AND MIGHTY, THE LORD MIGHTY IN BATTLE, HE IS THE KING OF GLORY. AND: THE LORD LOOKED DOWN FROM HEAVEN THAT HE MIGHT HEAR THE GROANINGS OF THEM THAT ARE IN FETTERS AND DELIVER THE CHILDREN OF THEM THAT HAVE BEEN SLAIN. AND NOW, O THOU MOST FOUL AND STINKING HELL, OPEN THY GATES, THAT THE KING OF GLORY MAY COME IN. AND AS DAVID SPAKE THUS UNTO HELL, THE LORD OF MAJESTY APPEARED IN THE FORM OF A MAN AND LIGHTENED THE ETERNAL DARKNESS AND BRAKE THE BONDS THAT COULD NOT BE LOOSED: AND THE SUCCOUR OF HIS EVERLASTING MIGHT VISITED US THAT SAT IN THE DEEP DARKNESS OF OUR TRANSGRESSIONS AND IN THE SHADOW OF DEATH OF OUR [SEXUAL] SINS.  
VI (XXII): 1 WHEN HELL AND DEATH AND THEIR WICKED MINISTERS SAW THAT, THEY WERE STRICKEN WITH FEAR, THEY AND THEIR CRUEL OFFICERS, AT THE SIGHT OF THE BRIGHTNESS OF SO GREAT LIGHT IN THEIR OWN REALM, SEEING CHRIST OF A SUDDEN IN THEIR ABODE, AND THEY CRIED OUT, SAYING: WE ARE OVERCOME BY THEE. WHO ART THOU THAT ART SENT BY THE LORD FOR OUR CONFUSION? WHO ART THOU THAT WITHOUT ALL DAMAGE OF CORRUPTION, AND WITH THE SIGNS (?) OF THY MAJESTY UNBLEMISHED, DOST IN WRATH CONDEMN OUR POWER? WHO ART THOU THAT ART SO GREAT AND SO SMALL, BOTH HUMBLE AND EXALTED, BOTH SOLDIER AND COMMANDER, A MARVELOUS WARRIOR IN THE SHAPE OF A BONDSMAN, AND A KING OF GLORY DEAD AND LIVING, WHOM THE CROSS BARE SLAIN UPON IT? THOU THAT DIDST LIE DEAD IN THE SEPULCHRE HAST COME DOWN UNTO US LIVING AND AT THY DEATH ALL CREATION QUAKED AND ALL THE STARS WERE SHAKEN AND THOU HAST BECOME FREE AMONG THE DEAD AND DOST ROUT OUR LEGIONS. WHO ART THOU THAT SETTEST FREE THE PRISONERS THAT ARE HELD BOUND BY ORIGINAL [SEXUAL] SIN AND RESTOREST THEM INTO THEIR FORMER LIBERTY? WHO ART THOU THAT SHEDDEST THY DIVINE AND BRIGHT LIGHT UPON THEM THAT WERE BLINDED WITH THE DARKNESS OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS? AFTER THE SAME MANNER ALL THE LEGIONS OF DEVILS WERE STRICKEN WITH LIKE FEAR AND CRIED OUT ALL TOGETHER IN THE TERROR OF THEIR CONFUSION, SAYING: WHENCE ART THOU, JESUS, A MAN SO MIGHTY AND BRIGHT IN MAJESTY, SO EXCELLENT WITHOUT SPOT AND CLEAN FROM [SEXUAL] SIN? FOR THAT WORLD OF EARTH WHICH HATH BEEN ALWAYS SUBJECT UNTO US UNTIL NOW, AND DID PAY TRIBUTE TO OUR PROFIT, HATH NEVER SENT UNTO US A DEAD MAN LIKE THEE, NOR EVER DISPATCHED SUCH A GIFT UNTO HELL. WHO THEN ART THOU THAT SO FEARLESSLY ENTEREST OUR BORDERS, AND NOT ONLY FEAREST NOT OUR TORMENTS, BUT BESIDES ESSAYEST TO BEAR AWAY ALL MEN OUT OF OUR BONDS? PERADVENTURE THOU ART THAT JESUS, OF WHOM SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] OUR PRINCE SAID THAT BY THY DEATH OF THE CROSS THOU SHOULDEST RECEIVE THE DOMINION OF THE WHOLE WORLD. 2 THEN DID THE KING OF GLORY IN HIS MAJESTY TRAMPLE UPON DEATH, AND LAID HOLD ON SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THE PRINCE AND DELIVERED HIM UNTO THE POWER OF HELL, AND DREW ADAM TO HIM UNTO HIS OWN BRIGHTNESS.  
VII (XXIII): THEN HELL, RECEIVING SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THE PRINCE, WITH SORE REPROACH SAID UNTO HIM: O PRINCE OF PERDITION AND CHIEF OF DESTRUCTION, BEELZEBUB, THE SCORN OF THE ANGELS AND SPITTING OF THE RIGHTEOUS WHY WOULDEST THOU DO THIS? THOU WOULDEST CRUCIFY THE KING OF GLORY AND AT HIS DECEASE DIDST PROMISE US GREAT SPOILS OF HIS DEATH: LIKE A FOOL THOU KNEWEST NOT WHAT THOU DIDST. FOR BEHOLD NOW, THIS JESUS PUTTETH TO FLIGHT BY THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS MAJESTY ALL THE DARKNESS OF DEATH, AND HATH BROKEN THE STRONG DEPTHS OF THE PRISONS, AND LET OUT THE PRISONERS AND LOOSED THEM THAT WERE BOUND. AND ALL THAT WERE SIGHING IN OUR TORMENTS DO REJOICE AGAINST US, AND AT THEIR PRAYERS OUR DOMINIONS ARE VANQUISHED AND OUR REALMS CONQUERED, AND NOW NO NATION OF MEN FEARETH US ANY MORE. AND BESIDE THIS, THE DEAD WHICH WERE NEVER WONT TO BE PROUD TRIUMPH OVER US, AND THE CAPTIVES WHICH NEVER COULD BE JOYFUL DO THREATEN US. O PRINCE SATAN, FATHER [LUCIFER] OF ALL THE WICKED AND UNGODLY AND RENEGADES WHEREFORE WOULDEST THOU DO THIS? THEY THAT FROM THE BEGINNING UNTIL NOW HAVE DESPAIRED OF LIFE AND SALVATION-NOW IS NONE OF THEIR WONTED ROARINGS HEARD, NEITHER DOTH ANY GROAN FROM THEM SOUND IN OUR EARS, NOR IS THERE ANY SIGN OF TEARS UPON THE FACE OF ANY OF THEM. O PRINCE SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], HOLDER OF THE KEYS OF HELL [THE LORD HAS THEM NOW IN REVELATION 1:18], THOSE THY RICHES WHICH THOU HADST GAINED BY THE TREE OF TRANSGRESSION AND THE LOSING OF PARADISE, THOU HAST LOST BY THE TREE OF THE CROSS, AND ALL THY GLADNESS HATH PERISHED. WHEN THOU DIDST HANG UP CHRIST JESUS THE KING OF GLORY THOU WROUGHTEST AGAINST THYSELF AND AGAINST ME. HENCEFORTH THOU SHALT KNOW WHAT ETERNAL TORMENTS AND INFINITE PAINS THOU ART TO SUFFER IN MY KEEPING FOR EVER. O PRINCE SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], AUTHOR OF DEATH [THE LORD TOOK DEATH IN HEBREW 2:14-18] AND HEAD OF ALL PRIDE, THOU OUGHTEST FIRST TO HAVE SOUGHT OUT MATTER OF EVIL IN THIS JESUS: WHEREFORE DIDST THOU ADVENTURE WITHOUT CAUSE TO CRUCIFY HIM UNJUSTLY AGAINST WHOM THOU FOUNDEST NO BLAME, AND TO BRING INTO OUR REALM THE INNOCENT AND RIGHTEOUS ONE, AND TO LOSE THE GUILTY AND THE UNGODLY AND UNRIGHTEOUS OF THE WHOLE WORLD? AND WHEN HELL HAD SPOKEN THUS UNTO SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THE PRINCE, THEN SAID THE KING OF GLORY UNTO HELL: SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THE PRINCE SHALL BE IN THY POWER UNTO ALL AGES IN THE STEAD OF ADAM AND HIS CHILDREN, EVEN THOSE THAT ARE MY RIGHTEOUS ONES.  
VIII (XXIV): 1 AND THE LORD STRETCHING FORTH HIS HAND, SAID: COME UNTO ME, ALL YE MY SAINTS WHICH BEAR MINE IMAGE AND MY LIKENESS. YE THAT BY THE TREE AND THE DEVIL AND DEATH WERE CONDEMNED, BEHOLD NOW THE DEVIL AND DEATH CONDEMNED BY THE TREE. AND FORTHWITH ALL THE SAINTS WERE GATHERED IN ONE UNDER THE HAND OF THE LORD. AND THE LORD HOLDING THE RIGHT HAND OF ADAM, SAID UNTO HIM: PEACE BE UNTO THEE WITH ALL THY CHILDREN THAT ARE MY RIGHTEOUS ONES. BUT ADAM, CASTING HIMSELF AT THE KNEES OF THE LORD ENTREATED HIM WITH TEARS AND BESEECHINGS, AND SAID WITH A LOUD VOICE: I WILL MAGNIFY THEE, O LORD, FOR THOU HAST SET ME UP AND NOT MADE MY FOES TO TRIUMPH OVER ME: O LORD MY GOD I CRIED UNTO THEE AND THOU HAST HEALED ME; LORD, THOU HAST BROUGHT MY SOUL OUT OF HELL, THOU HAST DELIVERED ME FROM THEM THAT GO DOWN TO THE PIT. SING PRAISES UNTO THE LORD ALL YE SAINTS OF HIS, AND GIVE THANKS UNTO HIM FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF HIS HOLINESS. FOR THERE IS WRATH IN HIS INDIGNATION AND LIFE IS IN HIS GOOD PLEASURE. IN LIKE MANNER ALL THE SAINTS OF GOD KNEELED AND CAST THEMSELVES AT THE FEET OF THE LORD, SAYING WITH ONE ACCORD: THOU ART COME, O REDEEMER OF THE WORLD: THAT WHICH THOU DIDST FORETELL BY THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND BY THY PROPHETS, THAT HAST THOU ACCOMPLISHED IN DEED. THOU HAST REDEEMED THE LIVING BY THY CROSS, AND BY THE DEATH OF THE CROSS THOU HAST COME DOWN UNTO US, THAT THOU MIGHTEST SAVE US OUT OF HELL AND DEATH THROUGH THY MAJESTY. O LORD, LIKE AS THOU HAST SET THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THY GLORY IN THE HEAVENS AND SET UP THY CROSS FOR A TOKEN OF REDEMPTION UPON THE EARTH, SO, LORD, SET THOU UP THE SIGN OF THE VICTORY OF THY CROSS IN HELL, THAT DEATH MAY HAVE NO MORE DOMINION. 2 AND THE LORD STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND AND MADE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS OVER ADAM AND OVER ALL HIS SAINTS, AND HE TOOK THE RIGHT HAND OF ADAM AND WENT UP OUT OF HELL, AND ALL THE SAINTS FOLLOWED HIM. THEN DID HOLY DAVID CRY ALOUD AND SAY: SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW SONG, FOR HE HATH DONE MARVELOUS THINGS. HIS RIGHT HAND HATH WROUGHT SALVATION FOR HIM AND HIS HOLY ARM. THE LORD HATH MADE KNOWN HIS SAVING HEALTH, BEFORE THE FACE OF ALL NATIONS HATH HE REVEALED HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE SAINTS ANSWERED, SAYING: SUCH HONOUR HAVE ALL HIS SAINTS. AMEN, ALLELUIA. 3 AND THEREAFTER HABACUC THE PROPHET CRIED OUT AND SAID: THOU WENTEST FORTH FOR THE SALVATION OF THY PEOPLE TO SET FREE THY CHOSEN. AND ALL THE SAINTS ANSWERED, SAYING: BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. GOD IS THE LORD AND HATH SHOWED US LIGHT. AMEN, ALLELUIA. LIKEWISE AFTER THAT THE PROPHET MICHEAS ALSO CRIED, SAYING: WHAT GOD IS LIKE THEE, O LORD, TAKING AWAY INIQUITY AND REMOVING [SEXUAL] SINS? AND NOW THOU WITHHOLDEST THY WRATH FOR A TESTIMONY THAT THOU ART MERCIFUL OF FREE WILL, AND THOU DOST TURN AWAY AND HAVE MERCY ON US, THOU FORGIVEST ALL OUR INIQUITIES AND HAST SUNK ALL OUR [SEXUAL] SINS IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA, AS THOU SWAREST UNTO OUR FATHERS IN THE DAYS OF OLD. AND ALL THE SAINTS ANSWERED, SAYING: THIS IS OUR GOD FOR EVER AND EVER, HE SHALL BE OUR GUIDE, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN, ALLELUIA. AND SO SPAKE ALL THE PROPHETS, MAKING MENTION OF HOLY WORDS OUT OF THEIR PRAISES, AND ALL THE SAINTS FOLLOWED THE LORD, CRYING AMEN, ALLELUIA.  
IX (XXV): BUT THE LORD HOLDING THE HAND OF ADAM DELIVERED HIM UNTO MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL, AND ALL THE SAINTS FOLLOWED MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL, AND HE BROUGHT THEM ALL INTO THE GLORY AND BEAUTY (GRACE) OF PARADISE. AND THERE MET WITH THEM TWO MEN, ANCIENTS OF DAYS, AND WHEN THEY WERE ASKED OF THE SAINTS: WHO ARE YE THAT HAVE NOT YET BEEN DEAD IN HELL WITH US AND ARE SET IN PARADISE IN THE BODY? THEN ONE OF THEM ANSWERING, SAID: I AM ENOCH WHICH WAS TRANSLATED HITHER BY THE WORD OF THE LORD, AND THIS THAT IS WITH ME IS ELIAS THE THESBITE WHICH WAS TAKEN UP IN A CHARIOT OF FIRE: AND UP TO THIS DAY WE HAVE NOT TASTED DEATH, BUT WE ARE RECEIVED UNTO THE COMING OF ANTICHRIST TO FIGHT AGAINST HIM WITH SIGNS AND WONDERS OF GOD, AND TO BE SLAIN OF HIM IN JERUSALEM, AND AFTER THREE DAYS AND A HALF TO BE TAKEN UP AGAIN ALIVE ON THE CLOUDS.  
X (XXVI): AND AS ENOCH AND ELIAS SPAKE THUS WITH THE SAINTS, BEHOLD THERE CAME ANOTHER MAN OF VILE HABIT, BEARING UPON HIS SHOULDERS THE SIGN OF THE CROSS; WHOM WHEN THEY BEHELD, ALL THE SAINTS SAID UNTO HIM: WHO ART THOU? FOR THINE APPEARANCE IS AS OF A ROBBER; AND WHEREFORE IS IT THAT THOU BEAREST A SIGN UPON THY SHOULDERS? AND HE ANSWERED THEM AND SAID: YE HAVE RIGHTLY SAID: FOR I WAS A ROBBER, DOING ALL MANNER OF EVIL UPON THE EARTH. AND THE JEWS CRUCIFIED ME WITH JESUS, AND I BEHELD THE WONDERS IN THE CREATION WHICH CAME TO PASS THROUGH THE CROSS OF JESUS WHEN HE WAS CRUCIFIED, AND I BELIEVED THAT HE WAS THE MAKER OF ALL CREATURES AND THE ALMIGHTY KING, AND I BESOUGHT HIM, SAYING: REMEMBER ME, LORD, WHEN THOU COMEST INTO THY KINGDOM. AND FORTHWITH HE RECEIVED MY PRAYER, AND SAID UNTO ME: VERILY I SAY UNTO THEE, THIS DAY SHALT THOU BE WITH ME IN PARADISE: AND HE GAVE ME THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, SAYING: BEAR THIS AND GO UNTO PARADISE, AND IF THE ANGEL THAT KEEPETH PARADISE SUFFER THEE NOT TO ENTER IN, SHOW HIM THE SIGN OF THE CROSS; AND THOU SHALT SAY UNTO HIM: JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD WHO NOW IS CRUCIFIED HATH SENT ME. AND WHEN I HAD SO DONE, I SPAKE ALL THESE THINGS UNTO THE ANGEL THAT KEEPETH PARADISE; AND WHEN HE HEARD THIS OF ME, FORTHWITH HE OPENED THE DOOR AND BROUGHT ME IN AND SET ME AT THE RIGHT HAND OF PARADISE, SAYING: LO NOW, TARRY A LITTLE, AND ADAM THE FATHER OF ALL MANKIND WILL ENTER IN WITH ALL HIS CHILDREN THAT ARE HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS, AFTER THE TRIUMPH AND GLORY OF THE ASCENDING UP OF CHRIST THE LORD THAT IS CRUCIFIED. WHEN THEY HEARD ALL THESE WORDS OF THE ROBBER, ALL THE HOLY PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS SAID WITH ONE VOICE: BLESSED BE THE LORD ALMIGHTY, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ETERNAL GOOD THINGS, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF MERCIES, THOU THAT HAST GIVEN SUCH GRACE UNTO THY [SEXUAL] SINNERS AND HAST BROUGHT THEM AGAIN INTO THE BEAUTY OF PARADISE AND INTO THY GOOD PASTURES: FOR THIS IS THE MOST HOLY LIFE OF THE SPIRIT. AMEN, AMEN.  
XI (XXVII): THESE ARE THE DIVINE AND HOLY MYSTERIES WHICH WE SAW AND HEARD, EVEN I, KARINUS, AND LEUCIUS: BUT WE WERE NOT SUFFERED TO RELATE FURTHER THE REST OF THE MYSTERIES OF GOD, ACCORDING AS MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL STRICTLY CHARGED US, SAYING: YE SHALL GO WITH YOUR BRETHREN UNTO JERUSALEM AND REMAIN IN PRAYER, CRYING OUT AND GLORIFYING THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO HATH RAISED YOU FROM THE DEAD TOGETHER WITH HIM: AND YE SHALL NOT BE SPEAKING WITH ANY MAN, BUT SIT AS DUMB MEN, UNTIL THE HOUR COME WHEN THE LORD HIMSELF SUFFERETH YOU TO DECLARE THE MYSTERIES OF HIS GOD HEAD. BUT UNTO US MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL GAVE COMMANDMENT THAT WE SHOULD GO OVER JORDAN UNTO A PLACE RICH AND FERTILE, WHERE ARE MANY WHICH ROSE AGAIN TOGETHER WITH US FOR A TESTIMONY OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST THE LORD. FOR THREE DAYS ONLY WERE ALLOWED UNTO US WHO ROSE FROM THE DEAD, TO KEEP THE PASSOVER OF THE LORD IN JERUSALEM WITH OUR KINDRED (PARENTS) THAT ARE LIVING FOR A TESTIMONY OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST THE LORD: AND WE WERE BAPTIZED IN THE HOLY RIVER OF JORDAN AND RECEIVED WHITE ROBES, EVERY ONE OF US. AND AFTER THE THREE DAYS, WHEN WE HAD KEPT THE PASSOVER OF THE LORD, ALL THEY WERE CAUGHT UP IN THE CLOUDS WHICH HAD RISEN AGAIN WITH US, AND WERE TAKEN OVER JORDAN AND WERE NO MORE SEEN OF ANY MAN. BUT UNTO US IT WAS SAID THAT WE SHOULD REMAIN IN THE CITY OF ARIMATHAEA AND CONTINUE IN PRAYER. THESE BE ALL THINGS WHICH THE LORD BADE US DECLARE UNTO YOU: GIVE PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING (CONFESSION) UNTO HIM, AND REPENT THAT HE MAY HAVE MERCY UPON YOU. PEACE BE UNTO YOU FROM THE SAME LORD JESUS CHRIST WHICH IS THE SAVIOUR OF US ALL. AMEN. AND WHEN THEY HAD FINISHED WRITING ALL THINGS IN THE SEVERAL VOLUMES OF PAPER THEY AROSE; AND KARINUS GAVE THAT WHICH HE HAD WRITTEN INTO THE HANDS OF ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS AND GAMALIEL; LIKEWISE, LEUCIUS GAVE THAT WHICH HE HAD WRITTEN INTO THE HANDS OF NICODEMUS AND JOSEPH. AND SUDDENLY THEY WERE TRANSFIGURED AND BECAME WHITE EXCEEDINGLY AND WERE NO MORE SEEN. BUT THEIR WRITINGS WERE FOUND TO BE THE SAME (LIT. EQUAL), NEITHER MORE NOR LESS BY ONE LETTER. AND WHEN ALL THE SYNAGOGUE OF THE JEWS HEARD ALL THESE MARVELOUS SAYINGS OF KARINUS AND LEUCIUS, THEY SAID ONE TO ANOTHER: OF A TRUTH ALL THESE THINGS WERE WROUGHT BY THE LORD, AND BLESSED BE THE LORD, WORLD WITHOUT END, AMEN. AND THEY WENT OUT ALL OF THEM IN GREAT TROUBLE OF MIND, SMITING THEIR BREASTS WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING, AND DEPARTED EVERY MAN UNTO HIS OWN HOME. AND ALL THESE THINGS WHICH WERE SPOKEN BY THE JEWS IN THEIR SYNAGOGUE, DID JOSEPH AND NICODEMUS FORTHWITH DECLARE UNTO THE GOVERNOR. AND PILATE HIMSELF WROTE ALL THE THINGS THAT WERE DONE AND SAID CONCERNING JESUS BY THE JEWS, AND LAID UP ALL THE WORDS IN THE PUBLIC BOOKS OF HIS JUDGEMENT HALL (PRAETORIUM).  
XII (XXVIII): THIS CHAPTER IS NOT FOUND IN THE MAJORITY OF COPIES. AFTER THESE THINGS PILATE ENTERED INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE JEWS AND GATHERED TOGETHER ALL THE CHIEF OF THE PRIESTS, AND THE TEACHERS (GRAMMATICOS) AND SCRIBES AND DOCTORS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND WENT IN WITH THEM INTO THE HOLY PLACE OF THE TEMPLE AND COMMANDED ALL THE DOORS TO BE SHUT, AND SAID UNTO THEM: WE HAVE HEARD THAT YE HAVE IN THIS TEMPLE A CERTAIN GREAT BIBLE; WHEREFORE I ASK YOU THAT IT BE PRESENTED BEFORE US. AND WHEN THAT GREAT BIBLE ADORNED WITH GOLD AND PRECIOUS JEWELS WAS BROUGHT BY FOUR MINISTERS, PILATE SAID TO THEM ALL: I ADJURE YOU BY THE GOD OF YOUR FATHERS WHICH COMMANDED YOU TO BUILD THIS TEMPLE IN THE PLACE OF HIS SANCTUARY, THAT YE HIDE NOT THE TRUTH FROM ME. YE KNOW ALL THE THINGS THAT ARE WRITTEN IN THIS BIBLE; BUT TELL ME NOW IF YE HAVE FOUND IN THE SCRIPTURES THAT THIS JESUS WHOM YE HAVE CRUCIFIED IS THE SON OF GOD WHICH SHOULD COME FOR THE SALVATION OF MANKIND, AND IN WHAT YEAR OF THE TIMES HE MUST COME. DECLARE UNTO ME WHETHER YE CRUCIFIED HIM IN IGNORANCE OR KNOWINGLY. AND ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS WHEN THEY WERE THUS ADJURED COMMANDED ALL THE REST THAT WERE WILL THEM TO GO OUT OF THE TEMPLE; AND THEY THEMSELVES SHUT ALL THE DOORS OF THE TEMPLE AND OF THE SANCTUARY, AND SAID UNTO PILATE: THOU HAST ADJURED US, O EXCELLENT JUDGE, BY THE BUILDING OF THIS TEMPLE TO MAKE MANIFEST UNTO THEE THE TRUTH AND REASON (OR A TRUE ACCOUNT). AFTER THAT WE HAD CRUCIFIED JESUS, KNOWING NOT THAT HE WAS THE SON OF GOD, BUT SUPPOSING THAT BY SOME CHANCE HE DID HIS WONDROUS WORKS, WE MADE A GREAT ASSEMBLY (SYNAGOGUE) IN THIS TEMPLE; AND AS WE CONFERRED ONE WITH ANOTHER CONCERNING THE SIGNS OF THE MIGHTY WORKS WHICH JESUS HAD DONE, WE FOUND MANY WITNESSES OF OUR OWN NATION WHO SAID THAT THEY HAD SEEN JESUS ALIVE AFTER HIS PASSION, AND THAT HE WAS PASSED INTO THE HEIGHT OF THE HEAVEN. MOREOVER, WE SAW TWO WITNESSES WHOM JESUS RAISED FROM THE DEAD, WHO DECLARED UNTO US MANY MARVELOUS THINGS WHICH JESUS DID AMONG THE DEAD, WHICH THINGS WE HAVE IN WRITING IN OUR HANDS. NOW OUR CUSTOM IS THAT EVERY YEAR BEFORE OUR ASSEMBLY WE OPEN THIS HOLY BIBLE AND INQUIRE THE TESTIMONY OF GOD. AND WE HAVE FOUND IN THE FIRST BOOK OF THE SEVENTY HOW THAT MICHAEL THE ANGEL SPAKE UNTO THE THIRD SON OF ADAM THE FIRST MAN CONCERNING THE FIVE THOUSAND AND FIVE HUNDRED YEARS, WHEREIN SHOULD COME THE MOST BELOVED SON OF GOD, EVEN CHRIST: AND FURTHERMORE WE HAVE THOUGHT THAT PERADVENTURE THIS SAME WAS THE GOD OF ISRAEL WHICH SAID UNTO MOSES: MAKE THEE AN ARK OF THE COVENANT IN LENGTH TWO CUBITS AND A HALF, AND IN BREADTH ONE CUBIT AND A HALF, AND IN HEIGHT ONE CUBIT AND A HALF. FOR BY THOSE FIVE CUBITS AND A HALF WE HAVE UNDERSTOOD AND KNOWN THE FASHION OF THE ARK OF THE OLD COVENANT, FOR THAT IN FIVE THOUSAND AND A HALF THOUSAND YEARS JESUS CHRIST SHOULD COME IN THE ARK OF HIS BODY: AND WE HAVE FOUND THAT HE IS THE GOD OF ISRAEL, EVEN THE SON OF GOD. FOR AFTER HIS PASSION, WE THE CHIEF OF THE PRIESTS, BECAUSE WE MARVELLED AT THE SIGNS WHICH CAME TO PASS ON HIS ACCOUNT DID OPEN THE BIBLE, AND SEARCHED OUT ALL THE GENERATIONS UNTO THE GENERATION OF JOSEPH, AND MARY THE MOTHER OF CHRIST, TAKING HER TO BE THE SEED OF DAVID: AND WE FOUND THAT FROM THE DAY WHEN GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND THE FIRST MAN, FROM THAT TIME UNTO THE FLOOD ARE 2,212 YEARS: AND FROM THE FLOOD UNTO THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER 531 YEARS: AND FROM THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER UNTO ABRAHAM 606 YEARS: AND FROM ABRAHAM UNTO THE COMING OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL OUT OF EGYPT 470 YEARS: AND FROM THE GOING OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL OUT OF EGYPT UNTO THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE 511 YEARS: AND FROM THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE UNTO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SAME TEMPLE 464 YEARS: SO FAR FOUND WE IN THE BIBLE OF ESDRAS: AND INQUIRING FROM THE BURNING OF THE TEMPLE UNTO THE COMING OF CHRIST AND HIS BIRTH WE FOUND IT TO BE 636 YEARS, WHICH TOGETHER WERE FIVE THOUSAND AND FIVE HUNDRED YEARS LIKE AS WE FOUND IT WRITTEN IN THE BIBLE THAT MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL DECLARED BEFORE UNTO SETH THE THIRD SON OF ADAM, THAT AFTER FIVE THOUSAND AND A HALF THOUSAND YEARS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD HATH (? SHOULD) COME. HITHERTO HAVE WE TOLD NO MAN, LEST THERE SHOULD BE A SCHISM IN OUR SYNAGOGUES; AND NOW, O EXCELLENT JUDGE, THOU HAST ADJURED US BY THIS HOLY BIBLE OF THE TESTIMONIES OF GOD, AND WE DO DECLARE IT UNTO THEE: AND WE ALSO HAVE ADJURED THEE BY THY LIFE AND HEALTH THAT THOU DECLARE NOT THESE WORDS UNTO ANY MAN IN JERUSALEM.  
XIII (XXIX): AND PILATE, WHEN HE HEARD THESE WORDS OF ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS, LAID THEM ALL UP AMONGST THE ACTS OF THE LORD AND SAVIOUR IN THE PUBLIC BOOKS OF HIS JUDGEMENT HALL, AND WROTE A LETTER UNTO CLAUDIUS THE KING OF THE CITY OF ROME, SAYING: [THE FOLLOWING EPISTLE OR REPORT OF PILATE IS INSERTED IN GREEK INTO THE LATE ACTS OF PETER AND PAUL (40) AND THE PSEUDO-MARCELLUS PASSION OF PETER AND PAUL (19). WE THUS HAVE IT IN GREEK AND LATIN, AND THE GREEK IS USED HERE AS THE BASIS OF THE VERSION.] PONTIUS PILATE UNTO CLAUDIUS, GREETING. THERE BEFELL OF LATE A MATTER WHICH I MYSELF BROUGHT TO LIGHT (OR MADE TRIAL OF): FOR THE JEWS THROUGH ENVY HAVE PUNISHED THEMSELVES AND THEIR POSTERITY WITH FEARFUL JUDGEMENTS OF THEIR OWN FAULT; FOR WHEREAS THEIR FATHERS HAD PROMISES (AL. HAD ANNOUNCED UNTO THEM) THAT THEIR GOD WOULD SEND THEM OUT OF HEAVEN HIS HOLY ONE WHO SHOULD OF RIGHT BE CALLED THEIR KING, AND DID PROMISE THAT HE WOULD SEND HIM UPON EARTH BY A VIRGIN; HE, THEN (OR THIS GOD OF THE HEBREWS, THEN), CAME WHEN I WAS GOVERNOR OF JUDAEA, AND THEY BEHELD HIM ENLIGHTENING THE BLIND, CLEANSING LEPERS, HEALING THE PALSIED, DRIVING DEVILS OUT OF MEN, RAISING THE DEAD, REBUKING THE WINDS, WALKING UPON THE WAVES OF THE SEA DRY-SHOD, AND DOING MANY OTHER WONDERS, AND ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS CALLING HIM THE SON OF GOD: THE CHIEF PRIESTS THEREFORE, MOVED WITH ENVY AGAINST HIM, TOOK HIM AND DELIVERED HIM UNTO ME AND BROUGHT AGAINST HIM ONE FALSE ACCUSATION AFTER ANOTHER, SAYING THAT HE WAS A SORCERER AND DID THINGS CONTRARY TO THEIR [SEXLESS] LAW. BUT I, BELIEVING THAT THESE THINGS WERE SO, HAVING SCOURGED HIM, DELIVERED HIM UNTO THEIR WILL: AND THEY CRUCIFIED HIM, AND WHEN HE WAS BURIED, THEY SET GUARDS UPON HIM. BUT WHILE MY SOLDIERS WATCHED HIM, HE ROSE AGAIN ON THE THIRD DAY: YET SO MUCH WAS THE MALICE OF THE JEWS KINDLED THAT THEY GAVE MONEY TO THE SOLDIERS, SAYING: SAY YE THAT HIS DISCIPLES STOLE AWAY HIS BODY. BUT THEY, THOUGH THEY TOOK THE MONEY, WERE NOT ABLE TO KEEP SILENCE CONCERNING THAT WHICH HAD COME TO PASS, FOR THEY ALSO HAVE TESTIFIED THAT THEY SAW HIM ARISEN AND THAT THEY RECEIVED MONEY FROM THE JEWS. AND THESE THINGS HAVE I REPORTED FOR THIS CAUSE, LEST SOME OTHER SHOULD LIE UNTO THEE (LAT. LEST ANY LIE OTHERWISE) AND THOU SHOULDEST DEEM RIGHT TO BELIEVE THE FALSE TALES OF THE JEWS.
THE INFANCY GOSPELS
THE INFANCY GOSPEL OF JAMES
CHAPTER 1
1 IN THE HISTORIES OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL IT IS WRITTEN THAT THERE WAS ONE IOACIM, EXCEEDING RICH: AND HE OFFERED HIS GIFTS TWOFOLD, SAYING: THAT WHICH IS OF MY SUPERFLUITY SHALL BE FOR THE WHOLE PEOPLE, AND THAT WHICH IS FOR MY FORGIVENESS SHALL BE FOR TITLE LORD, FOR A PROPITIATION UNTO ME. 2 NOW THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD DREW NIGH AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL OFFERED THEIR GIFTS. AND REUBEN STOOD OVER AGAINST HIM SAYING: IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR THEE TO OFFER THY GIFTS FIRST, FORASMUCH AS THOU HAST GOTTEN NO SEED IN ISRAEL. 8 AND IOACIM WAS SORE GRIEVED, AND WENT UNTO THE RECORD OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF THE PEOPLE, SAYING: I WILL LOOK UPON THE RECORD OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL, WHETHER I ONLY HAVE NOT GOTTEN SEED IN ISRAEL. AND HE SEARCHED, AND FOUND CONCERNING ALL THE RIGHTEOUS THAT THEY HAD RAISED UP SEED IN ISRAEL. AND HE REMEMBERED THE PATRIARCH ABRAHAM, HOW IN THE LAST DAYS GOD GAVE HIM A SON, EVEN ISAAC. 4 AND IOACIM WAS SORE GRIEVED, AND SHOWED NOT HIMSELF TO HIS WIFE, BUT BETOOK HIMSELF INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND PITCHED HIS TENT THERE, AND FASTED FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS, SAYING WITHIN HIMSELF: I WILL NOT GO DOWN EITHER FOR MEAT OR FOR DRINK UNTIL THE LORD MY GOD VISIT ME, AND MY PRAYER SHALL BE UNTO ME MEAT AND DRINK. 
CHAPTER 2
1 NOW HIS WIFE ANNA LAMENTED WITH TWO LAMENTATIONS, AND BEWAILED HERSELF WITH TWO BEWAILING’S, SAYING: I WILL BEWAIL MY WIDOWHOOD, AND I WILL BEWAIL MY CHILDLESSNESS. 2 AND THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD DREW NIGH, AND JUDITH HER HANDMAID SAID UNTO HER: HOW LONG HUMBLEST THOU THY SOUL? THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD HATH COME, AND IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR THEE TO MOURN: BUT TAKE THIS HEADBAND, WHICH THE MISTRESS OF MY WORK GAVE ME, AND IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR ME TO PUT IT ON, FORASMUCH AS I AM A HANDMAID, AND IT HATH A MARK OF ROYALTY. AND ANNA SAID: GET THEE FROM ME. LO! I HAVE DONE NOTHING (OR I WILL NOT DO SO) AND THE LORD HATH GREATLY HUMBLED ME: PERADVENTURE ONE GAVE IT TO THEE IN SUBTILTY, AND THOU ART COME TO MAKE ME PARTAKER IN THY [SEXUAL] SIN. AND JUDITH SAID: HOW SHALL I CURSE THEE, SEEING THE LORD HATH SHUT UP THY WOMB, TO GIVE THEE NO FRUIT IN ISRAEL? 3 AND ANNA WAS SORE GRIEVED [AND MOURNED WITH A GREAT MOURNING BECAUSE SHE WAS REPROACHED BY ALL THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. AND COMING TO HERSELF SHE SAID: WHAT SHALL I DO? I WILL PRAY WITH WEEPING UNTO THE LORD MY GOD THAT HE, VISIT ME]. AND SHE PUT OFF HER MOURNING GARMENTS AND CLEANSED (OR ADORNED) HER HEAD AND PUT ON HER BRIDAL GARMENTS: AND ABOUT THE NINTH HOUR SHE WENT DOWN INTO THE GARDEN TO WALK THERE. AND SHE SAW A LAUREL-TREE AND SAT DOWN UNDERNEATH IT AND BESOUGHT THE LORD SAYING: O GOD OF OUR FATHERS, BLESS ME, AND HEARKEN UNTO MY PRAYER, AS THOU DIDST BLESS THE WOMB OF SARAH, AND GAVEST HER A SON, EVEN ISAAC.
CHAPTER 3
1 AND LOOKING UP TO THE HEAVEN SHE ESPIED A NEST OF SPARROWS IN THE LAUREL-TREE, AND MADE A LAMENTATION WITHIN HERSELF, SAYING: WOE UNTO ME, WHO BEGAT ME? AND WHAT WOMB BROUGHT ME FORTH FOR I AM BECOME A CURSE BEFORE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND I AM REPROACHED, AND THEY HAVE MOCKED ME FORTH OUT OF THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD? 2 WOE UNTO ME, UNTO WHAT AM I LIKENED? I AM NOT LIKENED UNTO THE FOWLS OF THE HEAVEN, FOR EVEN THE FOWLS OF THE HEAVEN ARE FRUITFUL BEFORE THEE, O LORD. WOE UNTO ME, UNTO WHAT AM I LIKENED? I AM NOT LIKENED UNTO THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH, FOR EVEN THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH ARE FRUITFUL BEFORE THEE, O LORD. WOE UNTO ME, UNTO WHAT AM I LIKENED? I AM NOT LIKENED UNTO THESE WATERS, FOR EVEN THESE WATERS ARE FRUITFUL BEFORE THEE, O LORD. 3 WOE UNTO ME, UNTO WHAT AM I LIKENED? I AM NOT LIKENED UNTO THIS EARTH, FOR EVEN THIS EARTH BRINGETH FORTH HER FRUITS IN DUE SEASON AND BLESSETH THEE, O LORD.
CHAPTER 4
1 AND BEHOLD AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED, SAYING UNTO HER: ANNA, ANNA, THE LORD HATH HEARKENED UNTO THY PRAYER, AND THOU SHALT CONCEIVE AND BEAR, AND THY SEED SHALL BE SPOKEN OF IN THE WHOLE WORLD. AND ANNA SAID: AS THE LORD MY GOD LIVETH, IF I BRING FORTH EITHER MALE OR FEMALE, I WILL BRING IT FOR A GIFT UNTO THE LORD MY GOD, AND IT SHALL BE MINISTERING UNTO HIM ALL THE DAYS OF ITS LIFE. 2 AND BEHOLD THERE CAME TWO MESSENGERS SAYING UNTO HER: BEHOLD IOACIM THY HUSBAND COMETH WITH HIS FLOCKS: FOR AN ANGEL OF THE LORD CAME DOWN UNTO HIM SAYING: IOACIM, IOACIM, THE LORD GOD HATH HEARKENED UNTO THY PRAYER. GET THEE DOWN HENCE, FOR BEHOLD THY WIFE ANNA HATH CONCEIVED. 3 AND IOACIM SAT HIM DOWN AND CALLED HIS HERDSMEN SAYING: BRING ME HITHER TEN LAMBS WITHOUT BLEMISH AND WITHOUT SPOT, AND THEY SHALL BE FOR THE LORD MY GOD; AND BRING ME TWELVE TENDER CALVES, AND THEY SHALL BE FOR THE PRIESTS AND FOR THE ASSEMBLY OF THE ELDERS; AND A HUNDRED KIDS FOR THE WHOLE PEOPLE. 4 AND BEHOLD IOACIM CAME WITH HIS FLOCKS, AND ANNA STOOD AT THE GATE AND SAW IOACIM COMING, AND RAN AND HUNG UPON HIS NECK, SAYING: NOW KNOW I THAT THE LORD GOD HATH GREATLY BLESSED ME: FOR BEHOLD THE WIDOW IS NO MORE A WIDOW, AND SHE THAT WAS CHILDLESS SHALL CONCEIVE. AND IOACIM RESTED THE FIRST DAY IN HIS HOUSE.
CHAPTER 5
1 AND ON THE MORROW, HE OFFERED HIS GIFTS, SAYING IN HIMSELF: IF THE LORD GOD BE RECONCILED UNTO ME, THE PLATE THAT IS UPON THE FOREHEAD OF THE PRIEST WILL MAKE IT MANIFEST UNTO ME. AND IOACIM OFFERED HIS GIFTS AND LOOKED EARNESTLY UPON THE PLATE OF THE PRIEST WHEN HE WENT UP UNTO THE ALTAR OF TITLE LORD, AND HE SAW NO [SEXUAL] SIN IN HIMSELF. AND IOACIM SAID: NOW KNOW I THAT THE LORD IS BECOME PROPITIOUS UNTO ME AND HATH FORGIVEN ALL MY [NON-SEXUAL] SINS. AND HE WENT DOWN FROM THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD JUSTIFIED, AND WENT UNTO HIS HOUSE. 2 AND HER MONTHS WERE FULFILLED, AND IN THE NINTH MONTH ANNA BROUGHT FORTH. AND SHE SAID UNTO THE MIDWIFE: WHAT HAVE I BROUGHT FORTH? AND SHE SAID: A FEMALE. AND ANNA SAID: MY SOUL IS MAGNIFIED THIS DAY, AND SHE LAID HERSELF DOWN. AND WHEN THE DAYS WERE FULFILLED, ANNA PURIFIED HERSELF AND GAVE SUCK TO THE CHILD AND CALLED HER NAME MARY.
CHAPTER 6
1 AND DAY BY DAY THE CHILD WAXED STRONG, AND WHEN SHE WAS SIX MONTHS OLD HER MOTHER STOOD HER UPON THE GROUND TO TRY IF SHE WOULD STAND; AND SHE WALKED SEVEN STEPS AND RETURNED UNTO HER BOSOM. AND SHE CAUGHT HER UP, SAYING: AS THE LORD MY GOD LIVETH, THOU SHALT WALK NO MORE UPON THIS GROUND, UNTIL I BRING THEE INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. AND SHE MADE A SANCTUARY IN HER BED CHAMBER AND SUFFERED NOTHING COMMON OR UNCLEAN TO PASS THROUGH IT. AND SHE CALLED FOR THE DAUGHTERS OF THE HEBREWS THAT WERE UNDEFILED, AND THEY CARRIED HER HITHER AND THITHER. 2 AND THE FIRST YEAR OF THE CHILD WAS FULFILLED, AND IOACIM MADE A GREAT FEAST AND BADE THE PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES AND THE ASSEMBLY OF THE ELDERS AND THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. AND IOACIM BROUGHT THE CHILD TO THE PRIESTS, AND THEY BLESSED HER, SAYING: 0 GOD OF OUR FATHERS, BLESS THIS CHILD AND GIVE HER A NAME RENOWNED FOR EVER AMONG ALL GENERATIONS. AND ALL THE PEOPLE SAID: SO BE IT, SO BE IT. AMEN. AND HE BROUGHT HER TO THE HIGH PRIESTS, AND THEY BLESSED HER, SAYING: 0 GOD OF THE HIGH PLACES, LOOK UPON THIS CHILD, AND BLESS HER WITH THE LAST BLESSING WHICH HATH NO SUCCESSOR. 3 AND HER MOTHER CAUGHT HER UP INTO THE SANCTUARY OF HER BED CHAMBER AND GAVE HER SUCK. AND ANNA MADE A SONG UNTO THE LORD GOD, SAYING: I WILL SING A HYMN UNTO THE LORD MY GOD, BECAUSE HE HATH VISITED ME AND TAKEN AWAY FROM ME THE REPROACH OF MINE ENEMIES, AND THE LORD HATH GIVEN ME A FRUIT OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, SINGLE AND MANIFOLD BEFORE HIM. WHO SHALL DECLARE UNTO THE SONS OF REUBEN THAT ANNA GIVETH SUCK? HEARKEN, HEARKEN, YE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL, THAT ANNA GIVETH SUCK. AND SHE LAID THE CHILD TO REST IN THE BED CHAMBER OF HER SANCTUARY, AND WENT FORTH AND MINISTERED UNTO THEM. AND WHEN THE FEAST WAS ENDED, THEY GAT THEM DOWN REJOICING, AND GLORIFYING THE GOD OF ISRAEL.
CHAPTER 7
1 AND UNTO THE CHILD HER MONTHS WERE ADDED: AND THE CHILD BECAME TWO YEARS OLD. AND IOACIM SAID: LET US BRING HER UP TO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD THAT WE MAY PAY THE PROMISE WHICH WE PROMISED; LEST THE LORD REQUIRE IT OF US (LIT. SEND UNTO US), AND OUR GIFT BECOME UNACCEPTABLE. AND ANNA SAID: LET US WAIT UNTIL THE THIRD YEAR, THAT THE CHILD MAY NOT LONG AFTER HER FATHER OR MOTHER. AND IOACIM SAID: LET US WAIT. 2 AND THE CHILD BECAME THREE YEARS OLD, AND IOACIM SAID: CALL FOR THE DAUGHTERS OF THE HEBREWS THAT ARE UNDEFILED, AND LET THEM TAKE EVERY ONE A LAMP, AND LET THEM BE BURNING, THAT THE CHILD, TURN NOT BACKWARD AND HER HEART BE TAKEN CAPTIVE AWAY FROM THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. AND THEY DID SO UNTIL THEY WERE GONE UP INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. AND THE PRIEST RECEIVED HER AND KISSED HER AND BLESSED HER AND SAID: THE LORD HATH MAGNIFIED THY NAME AMONG ALL GENERATIONS: IN THEE IN THE LATTER DAYS SHALL THE LORD MAKE MANIFEST HIS REDEMPTION UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. AND HE MADE HER TO SIT UPON THE THIRD STEP OF THE ALTAR. AND THE LORD PUT GRACE UPON HER AND SHE DANCED WITH HER FEET AND ALL TILE HOUSE OF ISRAEL [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HER.
CHAPTER 8
1 AND HER PARENTS GAT THEM DOWN MARVELING, AND PRAISING THE LORD GOD BECAUSE TILE CHILD WAS NOT TURNED AWAY BACKWARD. AND MARY WAS IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD AS A DOVE THAT IS NURTURED: AND SHE RECEIVED FOOD FROM THE HAND OF AN ANGEL. 2 AND WHEN SHE WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD, THERE WAS A COUNCIL OF THE PRIESTS, SAYING: BEHOLD MARY IS BECOME TWELVE YEARS OLD IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. WHAT THEN SHALL WE DO WITH HER? LEST SHE [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE THE SANCTUARY OF THE LORD. AND THEY SAID UNTO THE HIGH PRIEST: THOU STANDEST OVER THE ALTAR OF THE LORD. ENTER IN AND PRAY CONCERNING HER: AND WHATSOEVER THE LORD SHALL REVEAL TO THEE, THAT LET US DO. 3 AND THE HIGH PRIEST TOOK THE VESTMENT WITH THE TWELVE BELLS AND WENT IN UNTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES AND PRAYED CONCERNING HER. AND LO, AN ANGEL OF TILE LORD APPEARED SAYING UNTO HIM: ZACHARIAS, ZACHARIAS~ GO FORTH AND ASSEMBLE THEM THAT ARE WIDOWERS OF THE PEOPLE, AND LET THEM BRING EVERY MAN A ROD, AND TO WHOMSOEVER THE LORD SHALL SHOW A SIGN, HIS WIFE SHALL SHE BE. AND THE HERALDS WENT FORTH OVER ALL THE COUNTRY ROUND ABOUT JUDAEA, AND THE TRUMPET OF THE LORD SOUNDED, AND ALL MEN RAN THERETO.
CHAPTER 9
1 AND JOSEPH CAST DOWN HIS ADZE AND RAN TO MEET THEM, AND WHEN THEY WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, THEY WENT TO THE HIGH PRIEST AND TOOK THEIR RODS WITH THEM. AND HE TOOK THE RODS OF THEM ALL AND WENT INTO THE TEMPLE AND PRAYED. AND WHEN HE HAD FINISHED THE PRAYER, HE TOOK THE RODS AND WENT FORTH AND GAVE THEM BACK TO THEM: AND THERE WAS NO SIGN UPON THEM. BUT JOSEPH RECEIVED THE LAST ROD: AND 1O, A DOVE CAME FORTH OF THE ROD AND FLEW UPON THE BEAD OF JOSEPH. AND THE PRIEST SAID UNTO JOSEPH: UNTO THEE HATH IT FALLEN TO TAKE THE VIRGIN OF THE LORD AND KEEP HER FOR THYSELF. 2 AND JOSEPH REFUSED, SAYING: I HAVE SONS, AND I AM AN OLD MAN, BUT SHE IS A GIRL: LEST I BECAME A LAUGHING-STOCK TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. AND THE PRIEST SAID UNTO JOSEPH: YEAR THE LORD THY GOD, AND REMEMBER WHAT THINGS GOD DID UNTO DATHAN AND ABIRAM AND KORAH, HOW THE EARTH CLAVE AND THEY WERE SWALLOWED UP BECAUSE OF THEIR GAINSAYING. AND NOW FEAR THOU, JOSEPH, LEST IT BE SO IN THINE HOUSE. AND JOSEPH WAS AFRAID, AND TOOK HER TO KEEP HER FOR HIMSELF. AND JOSEPH SAID UNTO MARY: LO, I HAVE RECEIVED THEE OUT OF THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD: AND NOW DO I LEAVE THEE IN MY HOUSE, AND I GO AWAY TO BUILD MY BUILDINGS AND I WILL COME AGAIN UNTO THEE. THE LORD SHALL WATCH OVER THEE.
CHAPTER 10
1 NOW THERE WAS A COUNCIL OF THE PRIESTS, AND THEY SAID: LET US MAKE A VEIL FOR THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. AND THE PRIEST SAID: CALL UNTO ME PURE VIRGINS OF THE TRIBE OF DAVID. AND THE OFFICERS DEPARTED AND SOUGHT AND FOUND SEVEN VIRGINS. AND THE PRIESTS CALLED TO MIND THE CHILD MARY, THAT SHE WAS OF THE TRIBE OF AVID AND WAS UNDEFILED BEFORE GOD: AND THE OFFICERS WENT AND FETCHED HER. AND THEY BROUGHT THEM INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD, AND THE PRIEST SAID: CAST ME LOTS, WHICH OF YOU SHAH WEAVE THE GOLD AND THE UNDEFILED (THE WHITE) AND TILE FINE LINEN AND THE SILK AND THE HYACINTHINE, AND THE SCARLET AND THE TRUE PURPLE. AND THE LOT OF THE TRUE PURPLE AND THE SCARLET FELL UNTO MARY, AND SHE TOOK THEM AND WENT UNTO HER HOUSE. AND AT THAT SEASON ZACHARIAS BECAME DUMB, AND SAMUEL WAS IN HIS STEAD UNTIL THE TIME WHEN ZACHARIAS SPAKE AGAIN. BUT MARY TOOK THE SCARLET AND BEGAN TO SPIN IT.
CHAPTER 11
1 AND SHE TOOK THE PITCHER AND WENT FORTH TO FILL IT WITH WATER: AND LO A VOICE SAYING: HAIL, THOU THAT ART HIGHLY FAVOURED; THE LORD IS WITH THEE: BLESSED ART THOU AMONG WOMEN. AND SHE LOOKED ABOUT HER UPON THE RIGHT HAND AND UPON THE LEFT, TO SEE WHENCE THIS VOICE SHOULD BE: AND BEING FILLED WITH TREMBLING SHE~ WENT TO HER HOUSE AND SET DOWN THE PITCHER, AND TOOK THE PURPLE AND SAT DOWN UPON HER SEAT AND DREW OUT THE THREAD. 2 AND BEHOLD AN ANGEL OF THE LORD STOOD BEFORE HER SAYING: FEAR NOT, MARY, FOR THOU HAST FOUND GRACE BEFORE THE LORD OF ALL THINGS, AND THOU SHALT CONCEIVE OF HIS WORD. AND SHE, WHEN SHE HEARD IT, QUESTIONED IN HERSELF, SAYING: SHALL I VERILY CONCEIVE OF THE LIVING GOD, AND BRING FORTH AFTER THE MANNER OF ALL WOMEN? AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SAID: NOT SO, MARY, FOR A POWER OF THE LORD SHALL OVERSHADOW THEE: WHEREFORE ALSO THAT HOLY THING WHICH SHALL BE BORN OF THEE SHALL BE CALLED THE SON OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]. AND THOU SHALT CALL HIS NAME JESUS: FOR HE SHALL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. AND MARY SAID: BEHOLD THE HANDMAID OF THE LORD IS BEFORE HIM: BE IT UNTO ME ACCORDING TO THY WORD. 
CHAPTER 12
1 AND SHE MADE THE PURPLE AND THE SCARLET AND BROUGHT THEM UNTO THE PRIEST. AND THE PRIEST BLESSED HER AND SAID: MARY, THE LORD GOD HATH MAGNIFIED THY NAME, AND THOU SHALT BE BLESSED AMONG ALL GENERATIONS OF THE EARTH. 2 AND MARY REJOICED AND WENT AWAY UNTO ELIZABETH HER KINSWOMAN: AND SHE KNOCKED AT THE DOOR. AND ELIZABETH WHEN SHE HEARD IT CAST DOWN THE SCARLET (THE WOOL) AND RAN TO THE DOOR AND OPENED IT, AND WHEN SHE SAW MARY, SHE BLESSED HER AND SAID: WHENCE IS THIS TO ME THAT THE MOTHER OF MY LORD SHOULD COME UNTO ME? FOR BEHOLD THAT WHICH IS IN ME LEAPED AND BLESSED THEE. AND MARY FORGAT THE MYSTERIES WHICH GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL HAD TOLD HER, AND SHE LOOKED UP UNTO THE HEAVEN AND SAID: WHO AM I, LORD, THAT ALL THE GENERATIONS OF THE EARTH DO BLESS ME? 8 AND SHE, ABODE, THREE MONTHS WITH ELIZABETH, AND DAY BY DAY HER WOMB GREW: AND MARY WAS AFRAID AND DEPARTED UNTO HER HOUSE AND HID HERSELF FROM THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. NOW SHE WAS SIXTEEN YEARS OLD WHEN THESE MYSTERIES CAME TO PASS.
CHAPTER 13
1 NOW IT WAS THE SIXTH MONTH WITH HER, AND BEHOLD JOSEPH CAME FROM HIS BUILDING, AND HE ENTERED INTO HIS HOUSE AND FOUND HER GREAT WITH CHILD. AND HE SMOTE HIS FACE, AND CAST HIMSELF DOWN UPON THE GROUND ON SACKCLOTH AND WEPT BITTERLY, SAYING: WITH WHAT COUNTENANCE SHALL I LOOK UNTO THE LORD MY GOD? AND WHAT PRAYER SHALL I MAKE CONCERNING THIS MAIDEN? FOR I RECEIVED HER OUT OF THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD MY GOD A VIRGIN, AND HAVE NOT KEPT HER SAFE. WHO IS HE THAT HATH ENSNARED ME? WHO HATH DONE THIS EVIL IN MINE HOUSE AND HATH DEFILED THE VIRGIN? IS NOT THE STORY OF ADAM REPEATED IN ME? FOR AS AT THE HOUR OF HIS GIVING THANKS THE SERPENT CAME AND FOUND EVE ALONE AND DECEIVED HER, SO HATH IT BEFALLEN ME ALSO. 2 AND JOSEPH AROSE FROM OFF THE SACKCLOTH AND CALLED MARY AND SAID UNTO HER O THOU THAT WAST CARED FOR BY GOD, WHY HAST THOU DONE THIS? THOU HAST FORGOTTEN THE LORD THY GOD. WHY HAST THOU HUMBLED THY SOUL, THOU THAT WAST NOURISHED UP IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES AND DIDST RECEIVE FOOD AT THE HAND OF AN ANGEL? 3 BUT SHE WEPT BITTERLY, SAYING: I AM PURE AND I KNOW NOT A MAN. AND JOSEPH SAID UNTO HER: WHENCE THEN IS THAT WHICH IS IN THY WOMB? AND SHE SAID: AS THE LORD MY GOD LIVETH, I KNOW NOT WHENCE IT IS COME UNTO ME.
CHAPTER 14
1 AND JOSEPH WAS SORE AFRAID AND CEASED FROM SPEAKING UNTO HER (OR LEFT HER ALONE), AND PONDERED WHAT HE SHOULD DO WITH HER. AND JOSEPH SAID: IF I HIDE HER [SEXUAL] SIN, I SHALL BE FOUND FIGHTING AGAINST THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD: AND IF I MANIFEST HER UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, I FEAR LEST THAT WHICH IS IN HER BE THE SEED OF AN ANGEL, AND I SHALL BE FOUND DELIVERING UP INNOCENT BLOOD TO THE JUDGEMENT OF DEATH. WHAT THEN SHALL I DO? I WILL LET HER GO FROM ME PRIVILY. AND THE NIGHT CAME UPON HIM. 2 AND BEHOLD AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED UNTO HIM IN A DREAM, SAYING: FEAR NOT THIS CHILD, FOR THAT WHICH IS IN HER IS OF THE HOLY GHOST, AND SHE SHALL BEAR A SON AND THOU SHALT CALL HIS NAME JESUS, FOR HE SHALL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. AND JOSEPH AROSE FROM SLEEP AND GLORIFIED THE GOD OF ISRAEL WHICH HAD SHOWN THIS FAVOUR UNTO HER: AND HE WATCHED OVER HER.
CHAPTER 15
1 NOW ANNAS THE SCRIBE CAME UNTO HIM AND SAID TO HIM: WHEREFORE DIDST THOU NOT APPEAR IN OUR ASSEMBLY? AND JOSEPH SAID UNTO HIM: I WAS WEARY WITH THE JOURNEY, AND I RESTED THE FIRST DAY. AND ANNAS TURNED HIM ABOUT AND SAW MARY GREAT WITH CHILD. 2 AND HE WENT HASTILY TO THE PRIEST AND SAID UNTO HIM: JOSEPH, TO WHOM THOU BEAREST WITNESS [THAT HE IS RIGHTEOUS] HATH [SEXUALLY] SINNED GRIEVOUSLY. AND THE PRIEST SAID: WHEREIN? AND HE SAID: THE VIRGIN WHOM HE RECEIVED OUT OF THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD, HE HATH DEFILED HER, AND MARRIED HER BY STEALTH (LIT. STOLEN HER MARRIAGE), AND HATH NOT DECLARED IT TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. AND THE PRIEST ANSWERED AND SAID: HATH JOSEPH DONE THIS? AND ANNAS THE SCRIBE SAID: SEND OFFICERS, AND THOU SHALT FIND THE VIRGIN GREAT WITH CHILD. AND THE OFFICERS WENT AND FOUND AS HE HAD SAID, AND THEY BROUGHT HER TOGETHER WITH JOSEPH UNTO THE PLACE OF JUDGEMENT. 3 AND THE PRIEST SAID: MARY, WHEREFORE HAST THOU DONE THIS, AND WHEREFORE HAST THOU HUMBLED THY SOUL AND FORGOTTEN THE LORD THY GOD, THOU THAT WAST NURTURED IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES AND DIDST RECEIVE FOOD AT THE HAND OF AN ANGEL AND DIDST HEAR THE HYMNS AND DIDST DANCE BEFORE THE LORD, WHEREFORE HAST THOU DONE THIS? BUT SHE WEPT BITTERLY, SAYING: AS THE LORD MY GOD LIVETH I AM PURE BEFORE HIM AND I KNOW NOT A MAN. 4 AND THE PRIEST SAID UNTO JOSEPH: WHEREFORE HAST THOU DONE THIS? AND JOSEPH SAID: AS THE LORD MY GOD LIVETH I AM PURE AS CONCERNING HER. AND THE PRIEST SAID: BEAR NO FALSE WITNESS BUT SPEAK THE TRUTH: THOU HAST MARRIED HER BY STEALTH AND HAST NOT DECLARED IT UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND HAST NOT BOWED THINE HEAD UNDER THE MIGHTY HAND THAT THY SEED SHOULD BE BLESSED. AND JOSEPH HELD HIS PEACE.
CHAPTER 16
1 AND THE PRIEST SAID: RESTORE THE VIRGIN WHOM THOU DIDST RECEIVE OUT OF THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. AND JOSEPH WAS FULL OF WEEPING. AND THE PRIEST SAID: I WILL GIVE YOU TO DRINK OF THE WATER OF THE CONVICTION OF THE LORD, AND IT WILL MAKE MANIFEST YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS BEFORE YOUR EYES. 2 AND THE PRIEST TOOK THEREOF AND MADE JOSEPH DRINK AND SENT HIM INTO THE HILL-COUNTRY. AND HE RETURNED WHOLE. HE MADE MARY ALSO DRINK AND SENT HER INTO THE HILL-COUNTRY. AND SHE RETURNED WHOLE. AND ALL THE PEOPLE MARVELED, BECAUSE [SEXUAL] SIN APPEARED NOT IN THEM. 3 AND THE PRIEST SAID: IF THE LORD GOD HATH NOT MADE YOUR [SEXUAL] SIN MANIFEST, NEITHER DO I CONDEMN YOU. AND HE LET THEM GO. AND JOSEPH TOOK MARY AND DEPARTED UNTO HIS HOUSE REJOICING, AND GLORIFYING THE GOD OF ISRAEL.
CHAPTER 17
1 NOW THERE WENT OUT A DECREE FROM AUGUSTUS THE KING THAT ALL THAT WERE IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDAEA SHOULD BE RECORDED. AND JOSEPH SAID: I WILL RECORD MY SONS: BUT THIS CHILD, WHAT SHALL I DO WITH HER? HOW SHALL I RECORD HER? AS MY WIFE? NAY, I AM ASHAMED. OR AS MY DAUGHTER? BUT ALL THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL KNOW THAT SHE IS NOT MY DAUGHTER. THIS DAY OF THE LORD SHALL DO AS THE LORD WILLETH. 2 AND HE SADDLED THE SHE-ASS, AND SET HER UPON IT, AND HIS SON LED IT AND JOSEPH FOLLOWED AFTER. AND THEY DREW NEAR (UNTO BETHLEHEM) WITHIN THREE MILES: AND JOSEPH TURNED HIMSELF ABOUT AND SAW HER OF A SAD COUNTENANCE AND SAID WITHIN HIMSELF: PERADVENTURE THAT WHICH IS WITHIN HER PAINETH HER. AND AGAIN, JOSEPH TURNED HIMSELF ABOUT AND SAW HER LAUGHING, AND SAID UNTO HER: MARY, WHAT AILETH THEE THAT I SEE THY FACE AT ONE TIME LAUGHING AND AT ANOTHER TIME SAD? AND MARY SAID UNTO JOSEPH: IT IS BECAUSE I BEHOLD TWO PEOPLES WITH MINE EYES, THE ONE WEEPING AND LAMENTING AND THE OTHER REJOICING AND EXULTING. 8 AND THEY CAME TO THE MIDST OF THE WAY, AND MARY SAID UNTO HIM: TAKE ME DOWN FROM THE ASS, FOR THAT WHICH IS WITHIN ME PRESSETH ME, TO COME FORTH. AND HE TOOK HER DOWN FROM THE ASS AND SAID UNTO HER: WHITHER SHALL I TAKE THEE TO HIDE THY SHAME? FOR THE PLACE IS DESERT. 
CHAPTER 18
1 AND, HE FOUND A CAVE THERE AND BROUGHT HER INTO IT, AND SET HIS SONS BY HER: AND HE WENT FORTH AND SOUGHT FOR A MIDWIFE OF THE HEBREWS IN THE COUNTRY OF BETHLEHEM. 2 NOW I JOSEPH WAS WALKING, AND I WALKED NOT. AND I LOOKED UP TO THE AIR AND SAW THE AIR IN AMAZEMENT. AND I LOOKED UP UNTO THE POLE OF THE HEAVEN AND SAW IT STANDING STILL, AND THE FOWLS OF THE HEAVEN WITHOUT MOTION. AND I LOOKED UPON THE EARTH AND SAW A DISH SET, AND WORKMEN LYING BY IT, AND THEIR HANDS WERE IN THE DISH: AND THEY THAT WERE CHEWING CHEWED NOT, AND THEY THAT WERE LIFTING THE FOOD LIFTED IT NOT, AND THEY THAT PUT IT TO THEIR MOUTH PUT IT NOT THERETO, BUT THE FACES OF ALL OF THEM WERE LOOKING UPWARD. AND BEHOLD THERE WERE SHEEP BEING DRIVEN, AND THEY WENT NOT FORWARD BUT STOOD STILL; AND THE SHEPHERD LIFTED HIS HAND TO SMITE THEM WITH HIS STAFF, AND HIS HAND REMAINED UP. AND I LOOKED UPON THE STREAM OF THE RIVER AND SAW THE MOUTHS OF THE KIDS UPON THE WATER AND THEY DRANK NOT. AND OF A SUDDEN ALL THINGS MOVED ONWARD IN THEIR COURSE.
CHAPTER 19
1 AND, BEHOLD A WOMAN COMING DOWN FROM THE HILL-COUNTRY, AND SHE SAID TO ME: MAN, WHITHER GOEST THOU? AND I SAID: I SEEK A MIDWIFE OF THE HEBREWS. AND SHE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: ART THOU OF ISRAEL? AND I SAID UNTO HER: YEA. AND SHE SAID: AND WHO IS SHE THAT BRINGETH FORTH IN THE CAVE? AND I SAID: SHE THAT IS BETROTHED UNTO ME. AND SHE SAID TO ME: IS SHE NOT THY WIFE? AND I SAID TO HER: IT IS MARY THAT WAS NURTURED UP IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD: AND I RECEIVED HER TO WIFE BY LOT: AND SHE IS NOT MY WIFE, BUT SHE HATH CONCEPTION BY THE HOLY GHOST. AND THE MIDWIFE SAID UNTO HIM: IS THIS THE TRUTH? AND JOSEPH SAID UNTO HER: COME HITHER AND SEE. AND THE MIDWIFE WENT WITH HIM. 2 AND THEY STOOD IN THE PLACE OF THE CAVE: AND BEHOLD A BRIGHT CLOUD OVERSHADOWING THE CAVE. AND THE MIDWIFE SAID: MY SOUL IS MAGNIFIED THIS DAY, BECAUSE MINE EYES HAVE SEEN MARVELOUS THINGS: FOR SALVATION IS BORN UNTO ISRAEL. AND IMMEDIATELY THE CLOUD WITHDREW ITSELF OUT OF THE CAVE, AND A GREAT LIGHT APPEARED IN THE CAVE SO THAT OUR EYES COULD NOT ENDURE IT. AND BY LITTLE AND LITTLE THAT LIGHT WITHDREW ITSELF UNTIL THE YOUNG CHILD APPEARED: AND IT WENT AND TOOK THE BREAST OF ITS MOTHER MARY. AND THE MIDWIFE CRIED ALOUD AND SAID: GREAT UNTO ME TO-DAY IS THIS DAY, IN THAT! HAVE SEEN THIS NEW SIGHT. 3 AND THE MIDWIFE WENT FORTH OF THE CAVE AND SALOME MET HER. AND SHE SAID TO HER: SALOME, SALOME, A NEW SIGHT HAVE I TO TELL THEE. A VIRGIN HATH BROUGHT FORTH, WHICH HER [DIVINE] NATURE ALLOWETH NOT. AND SALOME SAID: AS THE LORD MY GOD LIVETH, IF I MAKE NOT TRIAL AND PROVE HER [DIVINE] NATURE, I WILL NOT BELIEVE THAT A VIRGIN HATH BROUGHT FORTH.
CHAPTER 20
1 AND, THE MIDWIFE WENT IN AND SAID UNTO MARY: ORDER THYSELF, FOR THERE IS NO SMALL CONTENTION ARISEN CONCERNING THEE. ARID SALOME MADE TRIAL AND CRIED OUT AND SAID: WOE UNTO MINE INIQUITY AND MINE UNBELIEF, BECAUSE I HAVE TEMPTED THE LIVING GOD, AND LO, MY HAND FALLETH AWAY FROM ME IN FIRE. AND SHE BOWED HER KNEES UNTO THE LORD, SAYING: O GOD OF MY FATHERS, REMEMBER THAT I AM THE SEED OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB: MAKE ME NOT A PUBLIC EXAMPLE UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, BUT RESTORE ME UNTO THE POOR, FOR THOU KNOWEST, LORD, THAT IN THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] DID I PERFORM MY CURES, AND DID RECEIVE MY HIRE OF THEE. 3 AND LO, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED, SAYING UNTO HER: SALOME, SALOME, THE LORD HATH HEARKENED TO THEE: BRING THINE HAND NEAR UNTO THE YOUNG CHILD AND TAKE HIM UP, AND THERE SHALL BE UNTO THEE SALVATION AND JOY. 4 AND SALOME CAME NEAR AND TOOK HIM UP, SAYING: I WILL DO HIM WORSHIP, FOR A GREAT KING IS BORN UNTO ISRAEL. AND BEHOLD IMMEDIATELY SALOME WAS HEALED: AND SHE WENT FORTH OF THE CAVE JUSTIFIED. AND IO, A VOICE SAYING: SALOME, SALOME, TELL NONE OF THE MARVELS WHICH THOU HAST SEEN, UNTIL THE CHILD, ENTER INTO JERUSALEM.
CHAPTER 21
1 AND BEHOLD, JOSEPH MADE HIM READY TO GO FORTH INTO JUDAEA. AND THERE CAME A GREAT TUMULT IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDAEA; FOR THERE CAME WISE MEN, SAYING: WHERE IS HE THAT IS BORN KING OF THE JEWS? FOR WE HAVE SEEN HIS STAR IN THE EAST AND ARC COME TO WORSHIP HIM. 2 AND WHEN HEROD HEARD IT HE WAS TROUBLED AND SENT OFFICERS UNTO THE WISE MEN. AND HE SENT FOR THE HIGH PRIESTS AND EXAMINED THEM, SAYING: HOW IS IT WRITTEN CONCERNING THE CHRIST, WHERE HE IS BORN? THEY SAY UNTO HIM: IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDAEA: FOR SO IT IS WRITTEN. AND HE LET THEM GO. AND HE EXAMINED THE WISE MEN, SAYING UNTO THEM: WHAT SIGN SAW YE CONCERNING THE KING THAT IS BORN? AND THE WISE MEN SAID: WE SAW A VERY GREAT STAR SHINING AMONG THOSE STARS AND DIMMING THEM SO THAT THE STARS APPEARED NOT: AND THEREBY KNEW WE THAT A KING WAS BORN UNTO ISRAEL, AND WE CAME TO WORSHIP HIM. AND HEROD SAID: GO AND SEEK FOR HIM, AND IF YE FIND HIM, TELL ME, THAT I ALSO MAY COME AND WORSHIP HIM. 3 AND THE WISE MEN WENT FORTH. AND LO, THE STAR WHICH THEY SAW IN ~HE EAST WENT BEFORE THEM UNTIL THEY ENTERED INTO THE CAVE: AND IT STOOD OVER THE HEAD OF THE CAVE. AND THE WISE MEN SAW THE YOUNG CHILD WITH MAR~, HIS MOTHER: AND THEY BROUGHT OUT OF THEIR SCRIP GIFTS, GOLD-AND FRANKINCENSE AND MYRRH. 4 AND BEING WARNED BY THE ANGEL THAT THEY SHOULD NOT ENTER INTO JUDAEA, THEY WENT INTO THEIR OWN COUNTRY BY ANOTHER WAY.
CHAPTER 22
1 BUT WHEN HEROD PERCEIVED THAT HE WAS MOCKED BY THE WISE MEN, HE WAS WROTH, AND SENT MURDERERS, SAYING UNTO THEM: SLAY THE CHILDREN FROM TWO YEARS OLD AND UNDER. 2 AND WHEN MARY HEARD THAT THE CHILDREN WERE BEING SLAIN, SHE WAS AFRAID, AND TOOK THE YOUNG CHILD AND WRAPPED IN SWADDLING CLOTHES AND LAID HIM IN AN OX-MANGER. 3 BUT ELIZABETH WHEN SHE HEARD THAT THEY SOUGHT FOR JOHN, TOOK HIM AND WENT UP INTO THE HILL-COUNTRY AND LOOKED ABOUT HER WHERE SHE SHOULD HIDE HIM: AND THERE WAS NO HIDING-PLACE. AND ELIZABETH GROANED AND SAID WITH A LOUD VOICE: 0 MOUNTAIN OF GOD, RECEIVE THOU A MOTHER WITH A CHILD. FOR ELIZABETH WAS NOT ABLE TO GO UP. AND IMMEDIATELY THE MOUNTAIN CLAVE ASUNDER AND TOOK HER IN. AND THERE WAS A LIGHT SHINING ALWAY FOR THEM: FOR AN ANGEL OF THE LORD WAS WITH THEM, KEEPING WATCH OVER THEM.
CHAPTER 23
1 NOW HEROD SOUGHT FOR JOHN, AND SENT OFFICERS TO ZACHARIAS, SAYING: WHERE HAST THOU HIDDEN THY SON? AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM: I AM A MINISTER OF GOD AND ATTEND CONTINUALLY UPON THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD: I KNOW NOT WHERE MY SON IS. 2 AND THE OFFICERS DEPARTED AND TOLD HEROD ALL THESE THINGS. AND HEROD WAS WROTH AND SAID: HIS SON IS TO BE KING OVER ISRAEL. AND HE SENT UNTO HIM AGAIN, SAYING: SAY THE TRUTH: WHERE IS THY SON? FOR THOU KNOWEST THAT THY BLOOD IS UNDER MY HAND. AND THE OFFICERS DEPARTED AND TOLD HIM ALL THESE THINGS. 3 AND ZACHARIAS SAID: I AM A MARTYR OF GOD IF THOU SHEDDEST MY BLOOD: FOR MY SPIRIT THE LORD SHALL RECEIVE, BECAUSE THOU SHEDDEST INNOCENT BLOOD IN THE FORE-COURT OF THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. AND ABOUT THE DAWNING OF THE DAY ZACHARIAS WAS SLAIN. AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL KNEW NOT THAT HE WAS SLAIN.
CHAPTER 24
1 BUT THE PRIESTS ENTERED IN AT THE HOUR OF THE SALUTATION, AND THE BLESSING OF ZACHARIAS MET THEM NOT ACCORDING TO THE MANNER. AND THE PRIESTS STOOD WAITING FOR ZACHARIAS, TO SALUTE HIM WITH THE PRAYER, AND TO GLORIFY THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. 2 BUT AS HE DELAYED TO COME, THEY WERE ALL AFRAID: AND ONE OF THEM TOOK COURAGE AND ENTERED IN: AND HE SAW BESIDE THE ALTAR CONGEALED BLOOD: AND A VOICE SAYING: ZACHARIAS HATH BEEN SLAIN, AND HIS BLOOD SHALL NOT BE WIPED OUT UNTIL HIS AVENGER COME. AND WHEN HE HEARD THAT WORD, HE WAS AFRAID, AND WENT FORTH AND TOLD THE PRIESTS. 3 AND THEY TOOK COURAGE AND WENT IN AND SAW THAT WHICH WAS DONE: AND THE PANELS OF THE TEMPLE DID WAIL: AND THEY RENT THEIR CLOTHES FROM THE TOP TO THE BOTTOM. AND HIS BODY THEY FOUND NOT, BUT HIS BLOOD THEY FOUND TURNED INTO STONE. AND THEY FEARED, AND WENT FORTH AND TOLD ALL THE PEOPLE THAT ZACHARIAS WAS SLAIN. AND ALL TILE TRIBES OF THE PEOPLE HEARD IT, AND THEY MOURNED FOR HIM AND LAMENTED HIM THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS. AND AFTER THE THREE DAYS THE PRIESTS TOOK [SEXLESS] COUNSEL WHOM THEY SHOULD SET IN HIS STEAD: AND THE LOT CAME UP UPON SYMEON. NOW HE IT WAS WHICH WAS WARNED BY THE HOLY GHOST THAT HE SHOULD NOT SEE DEATH UNTIL HE SHOULD SEE THE CHRIST IN THE FLESH.
CHAPTER 25
1 NOW I, JAMES, WHICH WROTE THIS HISTORY IN JERUSALEM, WHEN THERE AROSE A TUMULT WHEN HEROD DIED, WITHDREW MYSELF INTO THE WILDERNESS UNTIL THE TUMULT CEASED IN JERUSALEM. GLORIFYING THE LORD GOD WHICH GAVE ME THE GIFT, AND THE WISDOM TO WRITE THIS HISTORY. 2 AND GRACE SHALL BE WITH THOSE THAT FEAR OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST: TO WHOM BE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
THE INFANCY GOSPEL OF PSEUDO-MATTHEW: THE BOOK ABOUT THE ORIGIN OF THE BLESSED MARY AND THE CHILDHOOD OF THE SAVIOR
CHAPTER 1: (1) IN THOSE DAYS THERE WAS A MAN IN JERUSALEM, JOACHIM BY NAME, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH. HE WAS THE SHEPHERD OF HIS OWN SHEEP, FEARING THE LORD IN INTEGRITY AND SINGLENESS OF HEART. HE HAD NO OTHER CARE THAN THAT OF HIS HERDS, FROM THE PRODUCE OF WHICH HE SUPPLIED WITH FOOD ALL THAT FEARED GOD, OFFERING DOUBLE GIFTS IN THE FEAR OF GOD TO ALL WHO LABOURED IN DOCTRINE, AND WHO MINISTERED UNTO HIM. THEREFORE, HIS LAMBS, AND HIS SHEEP, AND HIS WOOL, AND ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER HE POSSESSED, HE USED TO DIVIDE INTO THREE PORTIONS: ONE HE GAVE TO THE ORPHANS, THE WIDOWS, THE STRANGERS, AND THE POOR, THE SECOND TO THOSE THAT [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED GOD, AND THE THIRD HE KEPT FOR HIMSELF AND ALL HIS HOUSE. (2) AND AS HE DID SO, THE LORD MULTIPLIED TO HIM HIS HERDS, SO THAT THERE WAS NO MAN LIKE HIM IN THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. THIS NOW HE BEGAN TO DO WHEN HE WAS FIFTEEN YEARS OLD. AND AT THE AGE OF TWENTY HE TOOK TO WIFE, ANNA, THE DAUGHTER OF ACHAR, OF HIS OWN TRIBE, THAT IS, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, OF THE FAMILY OF DAVID. AND THOUGH THEY HAD LIVED TOGETHER FOR TWENTY YEARS, HE HAD BY HER NEITHER SONS NOR DAUGHTERS. 
CHAPTER 2: (3) AND IT HAPPENED THAT, IN THE TIME OF THE FEAST, AMONG THOSE WHO WERE OFFERING INCENSE TO THE LORD, JOACHIM STOOD GETTING READY HIS GIFTS IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD. AND THE PRIEST, RUBEN BY NAME, COMING TO HIM, SAID: IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR THEE TO STAND AMONG THOSE WHO ARE DOING SACRIFICE TO GOD, BECAUSE GOD HAS NOT BLESSED THEE SO AS TO GIVE THEE SEED IN LSRAEL. BEING THEREFORE PUT TO SHAME IN THE SIGHT OF THE PEOPLE, HE RETIRED FROM THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD WEEPING, AND DID NOT RETURN TO HIS HOUSE, BUT WENT TO HIS FLOCKS, TAKING WITH HIM HIS SHEPHERDS INTO THE MOUNTAINS TO A FAR COUNTRY, SO THAT FOR FIVE MONTHS HIS WIFE ANNA COULD HEAR NO TIDINGS OF HIM. AND SHE PRAYED WITH TEARS, SAYING: O LORD, MOST MIGHTY GOD OF ISRAEL, WHY HAST THOU, SEEING THAT ALREADY THOU HAST NOT GIVEN ME CHILDREN, TAKEN FROM ME MY HUSBAND ALSO? BEHOLD, NOW FIVE MONTHS THAT I HAVE NOT SEEN MY HUSBAND, AND I KNOW NOT WHERE HE IS TARRYING; (4) NOR, IF I KNEW HIM TO BE DEAD, COULD I BURY HIM. AND WHILE SHE WEPT EXCESSIVELY, SHE ENTERED INTO THE COURT OF HIS HOUSE, AND SHE FELL ON HER FACE IN PRAYER, AND POURED OUT HER SUPPLICATIONS BEFORE THE LORD. AFTER THIS, RISING FROM HER PRAYER, AND LIFTING HER EYES TO GOD, SHE SAW A SPARROW'S NEST IN A LAUREL TREE, (5) AND UTTERED HER VOICE TO THE LORD WITH GROANING, AND SAID: LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, WHO HAST GIVEN [SEXLESS] OFFSPRING TO EVERY CREATURE, TO BEASTS WILD AND TAME, TO SERPENTS, AND BIRDS, AND FISHES, AND THEY ALL REJOICE OVER THEIR YOUNG ONES, THOU HAST SHUT OUT ME ALONE FROM THE GIFT OF THY BENIGNITY. FOR THOU, O GOD, KNOWEST MY HEART, THAT FROM THE BEGINNING OF MY MARRIED LIFE I HAVE VOWED THAT, IF THOU, O GOD, SHOULDST GIVE ME SON OR DAUGHTER, I WOULD OFFER THEM TO THEE IN THY HOLY TEMPLE. AND WHILE SHE WAS THUS SPEAKING, SUDDENLY AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED BEFORE HER, SAYING: BE NOT AFRAID, ANNA, FOR THERE IS SEED FOR THEE IN THE [SEXLESS] DECREE OF GOD, AND ALL GENERATIONS EVEN TO THE END SHALL WONDER AT THAT WHICH SHALL BE BORN OF THEE. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN, HE VANISHED OUT OF HER SIGHT. BUT SHE, IN FEAR AND DREAD BECAUSE SHE HAD SEEN SUCH A SIGHT, AND HEARD SUCH WORDS, AT LENGTH WENT INTO HER BED-CHAMBER, AND THREW HERSELF ON THE BED AS IF DEAD. AND FOR A WHOLE DAY AND NIGHT SHE REMAINED IN GREAT TREMBLING AND IN PRAYER. AND AFTER THESE THINGS SHE CALLED TO HER, HER SERVANT, AND SAID TO HER: DOST THOU SEE ME [SEXUALLY] DECEIVED IN MY WIDOWHOOD AND IN GREAT PERPLEXITY, AND HAST THOU BEEN UNWILLING TO COME IN TO ME? THEN SHE, WITH A SLIGHT MURMUR, THUS ANSWERED AND SAID: IF GOD HATH SHUT UP THY WOMB, AND HATH TAKEN AWAY THY HUSBAND FROM THEE, WHAT CAN I DO FOR THEE? AND WHEN ANNA HEARD THIS, SHE LIFTED UP HER VOICE, AND WEPT ALOUD.
CHAPTER 3: AT THE SAME TIME THERE APPEARED A YOUNG MAN ON THE MOUNTAINS TO JOACHIM WHILE HE WAS FEEDING HIS FLOCKS, AND SAID TO HIM: WHY DOST THOU NOT RETURN TO THY WIFE? AND JOACHIM SAID: I HAVE HAD HER FOR TWENTY YEARS, AND IT HAS NOT BEEN THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD TO GIVE ME CHILDREN BY HER. I HAVE BEEN DRIVEN WITH SHAME AND REPROACH FROM THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD: WHY SHOULD I GO BACK TO HER, WHEN I HAVE BEEN ONCE CAST OFF AND UTTERLY DESPISED? HERE THEN WILL I REMAIN WITH MY SHEEP, AND SO LONG AS IN THIS LIFE, GOD IS WILLING TO GRANT ME LIGHT, I SHALL WILLINGLY, BY THE HANDS OF MY SERVANTS, BESTOW THEIR PORTIONS UPON THE POOR, AND THE ORPHANS, AND THOSE THAT FEAR GOD. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN, THE YOUNG MAN SAID TO HIM: I AM AN ANGEL OF THE LORD, AND I HAVE TODAY APPEARED TO THY WIFE WHEN SHE WAS WEEPING AND PRAYING, AND HAVE CONSOLED HER, AND KNOW THAT SHE HAS CONCEIVED A DAUGHTER FROM THY SEED, AND THOU IN THY IGNORANCE OF THIS HAST LEFT HER. SHE WILL BE IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT SHALL ABIDE IN HER, AND HER BLESSEDNESS SHALL BE GREATER THAN THAT OF ALL THE HOLY WOMEN, SO THAT NO ONE CAN SAY THAT ANY BEFORE HER HAS BEEN LIKE HER, OR THAT ANY AFTER HER IN THIS WORLD WILL BE SO. THEREFORE, GO DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAINS, AND RETURN TO THY WIFE, WHOM THOU WILT FIND WITH CHILD. FOR GOD HATH RAISED UP SEED IN HER, AND FOR THIS THOU WILT GIVE GOD THANKS, AND HER SEED SHALL BE BLESSED, AND SHE HERSELF SHALL BE BLESSED, AND SHALL BE MADE THE MOTHER OF ETERNAL BLESSING. THEN JOACHIM ADORED THE ANGEL, AND SAID TO HIM: IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOUR IN THY SIGHT, SIT FOR A LITTLE IN MY TENT, AND BLESS THY SERVANT. (1) AND THE ANGEL SAID TO HIM: DO NOT SAY SERVANT, BUT FELLOW-SERVANT, FOR WE ARE THE SERVANTS OF ONE MASTER. (2) BUT MY FOOD IS INVISIBLE, AND MY DRINK CANNOT BE SEEN BY A MORTAL. THEREFORE, THOU OUGHTEST NOT TO ASK ME TO ENTER THY TENT, BUT IF THOU WAST ABOUT TO GIVE ME ANYTHING, (3) OFFER IT AS A BURNT-OFFERING TO THE LORD. THEN JOACHIM TOOK A LAMB WITHOUT SPOT, AND SAID TO THE ANGEL: I SHOULD NOT HAVE DARED TO OFFER A BURNT-OFFERING TO THE LORD, UNLESS THY COMMAND HAD GIVEN ME THE PRIEST'S RIGHT OF OFFERING. (4) AND THE ANGEL SAID TO HIM: I SHOULD NOT HAVE INVITED THEE TO OFFER UNLESS I HAD KNOWN THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE LORD. AND WHEN JOACHIM WAS OFFERING THE SACRIFICE TO GOD, THE ANGEL AND THE ODOUR OF THE SACRIFICE WENT TOGETHER STRAIGHT UP TO HEAVEN WITH THE SMOKE. (5) THEN JOACHIM, THROWING HIMSELF ON HIS FACE, LAY IN PRAYER FROM THE SIXTH HOUR OF THE DAY EVEN UNTIL EVENING. AND HIS LADS AND HIRED SERVANTS WHO WERE WITH HIM SAW HIM, AND NOT KNOWING WHY HE WAS LYING DOWN, THOUGHT THAT HE WAS DEAD, AND THEY CAME TO HIM, AND WITH DIFFICULTY RAISED HIM FROM THE GROUND. AND WHEN HE RECOUNTED TO THEM THE VISION OF THE ANGEL, THEY WERE STRUCK WITH GREAT FEAR AND WONDER, AND ADVISED HIM TO ACCOMPLISH THE VISION OF THE ANGEL WITHOUT DELAY, AND TO GO BACK WITH ALL HASTE TO HIS WIFE. AND WHEN JOACHIM WAS TURNING OVER IN HIS MIND WHETHER HE SHOULD GO BACK OR NOT, IT HAPPENED THAT HE WAS OVERPOWERED BY A DEEP SLEEP, AND, BEHOLD, THE ANGEL WHO HAD ALREADY APPEARED TO HIM WHEN AWAKE, APPEARED TO HIM IN HIS SLEEP, SAYING: I AM THE ANGEL APPOINTED BY GOD AS THY GUARDIAN: GO DOWN WITH CONFIDENCE, AND RETURN TO ANNA, BECAUSE THE [SEXLESS] DEEDS OF MERCY WHICH THOU AND THY WIFE ANNA HAVE DONE HAVE BEEN TOLD IN THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND TO YOU WILL GOD GIVE SUCH FRUIT AS NO PROPHET OR SAINT HAS EVER HAD FROM THE BEGINNING, OR EVER WILL HAVE. AND WHEN JOACHIM AWOKE OUT OF HIS SLEEP, HE CALLED ALL HIS HERDSMEN TO HIM, AND TOLD THEM HIS DREAM. AND THEY [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED THE LORD, AND SAID TO HIM: SEE THAT THOU NO FURTHER DESPISE THE WORDS OF THE ANGEL. BUT RISE AND LET US GO HENCE, AND RETURN AT A QUIET PACE, FEEDING OUR FLOCKS. AND WHEN, AFTER THIRTY DAYS OCCUPIED IN GOING BACK, THEY WERE NOW NEAR AT HAND, BEHOLD, THE ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO ANNA, WHO WAS STANDING AND PRAYING, AND SAID: (6) GO TO THE GATE WHICH IS CALLED GOLDEN, (7) AND MEET THY HUSBAND IN THE WAY, FOR TODAY HE WILL COME TO THEE. SHE THEREFORE WENT TOWARDS HIM IN HASTE, WITH HER MAIDENS, AND, PRAYING TO THE LORD, SHE STOOD A LONG TIME IN THE GATE WAITING FOR HIM. AND WHEN SHE WAS WEARIED WITH LONG WAITING, SHE LIFTED UP HER EYES AND SAW JOACHIM AFAR OFF COMING WITH HIS FLOCKS, AND SHE RAN TO HIM AND HUNG ON HIS NECK, GIVING THANKS TO GOD, AND SAYING: I WAS A WIDOW, AND BEHOLD NOW I AM NOT SO: I WAS BARREN, AND BEHOLD I HAVE NOW CONCEIVED. AND SO, THEY [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED THE LORD, AND WENT INTO THEIR OWN HOUSE. AND WHEN THIS WAS HEARD OF, THERE WAS GREAT JOY AMONG ALL THEIR NEIGHBOURS AND ACQUAINTANCES, SO THAT THE WHOLE LAND OF LSRAEL CONGRATULATED THEM.
CHAPTER 4: AFTER THESE THINGS, HER NINE MONTHS BEING FULFILLED, ANNA BROUGHT FORTH A DAUGHTER, AND CALLED HER MARY. AND HAVING WEANED HER IN HER THIRD YEAR, JOACHIM, AND ANNA HIS WIFE, WENT TOGETHER TO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD TO OFFER SACRIFICES TO GOD, AND PLACED THE INFANT, MARY BY NAME, IN THE COMMUNITY OF VIRGINS, IN WHICH THE VIRGINS REMAINED DAY AND NIGHT PRAISING GOD. AND WHEN SHE WAS PUT DOWN BEFORE THE DOORS OF THE TEMPLE, SHE WENT UP THE FIFTEEN STEPS (1) SO SWIFTLY, THAT SHE DID NOT LOOK BACK AT ALL, NOR DID SHE, AS CHILDREN ARE WONT TO DO, SEEK FOR HER PARENTS. WHEREUPON HER PARENTS, EACH OF THEM ANXIOUSLY SEEKING FOR THE CHILD, WERE BOTH ALIKE ASTONISHED, UNTIL THEY FOUND HER IN THE TEMPLE, AND THE PRIESTS OF THE TEMPLE THEMSELVES WONDERED.
CHAPTER 5: THEN ANNA, FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, SAID BEFORE THEM ALL: THE LORD ALMIGHTY, THE GOD OF HOSTS, BEING MINDFUL OF HIS WORD, HATH VISITED HIS PEOPLE WITH A GOOD AND HOLY VISITATION, TO BRING DOWN THE HEARTS OF THE GENTILES WHO WERE RISING AGAINST US, AND TURN THEM TO HIMSELF. HE HATH OPENED HIS EARS TO OUR PRAYERS: HE HATH KEPT AWAY FROM US THE EXULTING OF ALL OUR ENEMIES. THE BARREN HATH BECOME A MOTHER, AND HATH BROUGHT FORTH EXULTATION AND GLADNESS TO LSRAEL. BEHOLD THE GIFTS WHICH I HAVE BROUGHT TO OFFER TO MY LORD, AND MINE ENEMIES HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO HINDER ME. FOR GOD HATH TURNED THEIR HEARTS TO ME, AND HIMSELF HATH GIVEN ME EVERLASTING JOY.
CHAPTER 6: AND MARY WAS HELD IN ADMIRATION BY ALL THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, AND WHEN SHE WAS THREE YEARS OLD, SHE WALKED WITH A STEP SO MATURE, SHE SPOKE SO PERFECTLY, AND SPENT HER TIME SO ASSIDUOUSLY IN THE PRAISES OF GOD, THAT ALL WERE ASTONISHED AT HER, AND WONDERED, AND SHE WAS NOT RECKONED A YOUNG INFANT, BUT AS IT WERE A GROWN-UP PERSON OF THIRTY YEARS OLD. SHE WAS SO CONSTANT IN PRAYER, AND HER APPEARANCE WAS SO BEAUTIFUL AND GLORIOUS, THAT SCARCELY ANY ONE COULD LOOK INTO HER FACE. AND SHE OCCUPIED HERSELF CONSTANTLY WITH HER WOOL-WORK, SO THAT SHE IN HER TENDER YEARS COULD DO ALL THAT OLD WOMEN WERE NOT ABLE TO DO. AND THIS WAS THE ORDER THAT SHE HAD SET FOR HERSELF: (2) FROM THE MORNING TO THE THIRD HOUR SHE REMAINED IN PRAYER, FROM THE THIRD TO THE NINTH SHE WAS OCCUPIED WITH HER WEAVING, AND FROM THE NINTH SHE AGAIN APPLIED HERSELF TO PRAYER. SHE DID NOT RETIRE FROM PRAYING UNTIL THERE APPEARED TO HER THE ANGEL OF THE LORD, FROM WHOSE HAND SHE USED TO RECEIVE FOOD, AND THUS SHE BECAME MORE AND MORE PERFECT IN THE WORK OF GOD. THEN, WHEN THE OLDER VIRGINS RESTED FROM THE PRAISES OF GOD, SHE DID NOT REST AT ALL, SO THAT IN THE PRAISES AND VIGILS OF GOD NONE WERE FOUND BEFORE HER, NO ONE MORE LEARNED IN THE WISDOM OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD, MORE-LOWLY IN HUMILITY [HUMBLENESS], MORE ELEGANT IN SINGING, MORE PERFECT IN ALL VIRTUE. SHE WAS INDEED STEADFAST, IMMOVEABLE, UNCHANGEABLE, AND DAILY ADVANCING TO PERFECTION. NO ONE SAW HER ANGRY, NOR HEARD HER SPEAKING [SEXUAL] EVIL. ALL HER SPEECH WAS SO FULL OF GRACE, THAT HER GOD WAS ACKNOWLEDGED TO BE IN HER TONGUE. SHE WAS ALWAYS ENGAGED IN PRAYER AND IN SEARCHING THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND SHE WAS ANXIOUS LEST BY ANY WORD OF HERS SHE SHOULD [SEXUALLY] SIN WITH REGARD TO HER COMPANIONS. THEN SHE WAS AFRAID LEST IN HER LAUGHTER, OR THE SOUND OF HER BEAUTIFUL VOICE, SHE SHOULD COMMIT ANY [SEXUAL] FAULT, OR LEST, BEING ELATED, SHE SHOULD DISPLAY ANY WRONG-DOING OR HAUGHTINESS TO ONE OF HER EQUALS. (3) SHE BLESSED GOD WITHOUT INTERMISSION, AND LEST PERCHANCE, EVEN IN HER SALUTATION, SHE MIGHT CEASE FROM PRAISING GOD, IF ANY ONE SALUTED HER, SHE USED TO ANSWER BY WAY OF SALUTATION: THANKS BE TO GOD. AND FROM HER THE CUSTOM FIRST BEGAN OF MEN SAYING, THANKS BE TO GOD, WHEN THEY SALUTED EACH OTHER. SHE REFRESHED HERSELF ONLY WITH THE FOOD WHICH SHE DAILY RECEIVED FROM THE HAND OF THE ANGEL, BUT THE FOOD WHICH SHE OBTAINED FROM THE PRIESTS SHE DIVIDED AMONG THE POOR. THE ANGELS OF GOD WERE OFTEN SEEN SPEAKING WITH HER, AND THEY MOST DILIGENTLY OBEYED HER. IF ANY ONE WHO WAS UNWELL TOUCHED HER, THE SAME HOUR HE WENT HOME CURED.
CHAPTER 7: THEN ABIATHAR THE PRIEST OFFERED GIFTS WITHOUT END TO THE HIGH PRIESTS, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT OBTAIN HER AS WIFE TO HIS SON. BUT MARY FORBADE THEM, SAYING: IT CANNOT BE THAT I SHOULD KNOW A MAN, OR THAT A MAN SHOULD KNOW ME. FOR ALL THE PRIESTS AND ALL HER RELATIONS KEPT SAYING TO HER: GOD IS [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED IN CHILDREN AND ADORED IN POSTERITY, AS HAS ALWAYS HAPPENED AMONG THE SONS OF ISRAEL. BUT MARY ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM: GOD IS [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED IN CHASTITY, AS IS PROVED FIRST OF ALL. (4) FOR BEFORE ABEL THERE WAS NONE RIGHTEOUS AMONG MEN, AND HE BY HIS OFFERINGS PLEASED GOD, AND WAS WITHOUT MERCY SLAIN BY HIM WHO DISPLEASED HIM. TWO CROWNS, THEREFORE, HE RECEIVED, OF OBLATION AND OF VIRGINITY, BECAUSE IN HIS FLESH THERE WAS NO [SEXUAL] POLLUTION. ELIAS ALSO, WHEN HE WAS IN THE FLESH, WAS TAKEN UP IN THE FLESH, BECAUSE HE KEPT HIS FLESH UNSPOTTED. NOW I, FROM MY INFANCY IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, HAVE LEARNED THAT VIRGINITY CAN BE SUFFICIENTLY DEAR TO GOD. AND SO, BECAUSE I CAN OFFER WHAT IS DEAR TO GOD, I HAVE RESOLVED IN MY HEART THAT I SHOULD NOT KNOW A MAN AT ALL.
CHAPTER 8: NOW IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN SHE WAS FOURTEEN YEARS OLD, AND ON THIS ACCOUNT THERE WAS OCCASION FOR THE PHARISEES' SAYING THAT IT WAS NOW A CUSTOM THAT NO WOMAN OF THAT AGE SHOULD ABIDE IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, THEY FELL UPON THE PLAN OF SENDING A HERALD THROUGH ALL THE TRIBES OF LSRAEL, THAT ON THE THIRD DAY ALL SHOULD COME TOGETHER INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. AND WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE HAD COME TOGETHER, ABIATHAR THE HIGH PRIEST ROSE, AND MOUNTED ON A HIGHER STEP, THAT HE MIGHT BE SEEN AND HEARD BY ALL THE PEOPLE, AND WHEN GREAT SILENCE HAD BEEN OBTAINED, HE SAID: HEAR ME, O SONS OF ISRAEL, AND RECEIVE MY WORDS INTO YOUR EARS. EVER SINCE THIS TEMPLE WAS BUILT BY SOLOMON, THERE HAVE BEEN IN IT, VIRGINS, THE DAUGHTERS OF KINGS AND THE DAUGHTERS OF PROPHETS, AND OF HIGH PRIESTS AND PRIESTS, AND THEY WERE GREAT, AND WORTHY OF ADMIRATION. BUT WHEN THEY CAME TO THE PROPER AGE THEY WERE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE, AND FOLLOWED THE COURSE OF THEIR MOTHERS BEFORE THEM, AND WERE PLEASING TO GOD. BUT A NEW ORDER OF LIFE HAS BEEN FOUND OUT BY MARY ALONE, WHO PROMISES THAT SHE WILL REMAIN A VIRGIN TO GOD. WHEREFORE IT SEEMS TO ME, THAT THROUGH OUR INQUIRY AND THE ANSWER OF GOD WE SHOULD TRY TO ASCERTAIN TO WHOSE KEEPING SHE OUGHT TO BE ENTRUSTED. THEN THESE WORDS FOUND FAVOUR WITH ALL THE SYNAGOGUE. AND THE LOT WAS EAST BY THE PRIESTS UPON THE TWELVE TRIBES, AND THE LOT FELL UPON THE TRIBE OF JUDAH. AND THE PRIEST SAID: TOMORROW LET EVERY ONE WHO HAS NO WIFE COME, AND BRING HIS ROD IN HIS HAND. WHENCE IT HAPPENED THAT JOSEPH (1) BROUGHT HIS ROD ALONG WITH THE YOUNG MEN. AND THE RODS HAVING BEEN HANDED OVER TO THE HIGH PRIEST, HE OFFERED A SACRIFICE TO THE LORD GOD, AND [SEXLESSLY] INQUIRED OF THE LORD. AND THE LORD SAID TO HIM: PUT ALL THEIR RODS INTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES OF GOD, AND LET THEM REMAIN THERE, AND ORDER THEM TO COME TO THEE ON THE MORROW TO GET BACK THEIR RODS, AND THE MAN FROM THE POINT OF WHOSE ROD A DOVE SHALL COME FORTH, AND FLY TOWARDS HEAVEN, AND IN WHOSE HAND THE ROD, WHEN GIVEN BACK, SHALL EXHIBIT THIS SIGN, TO HIM LET MARY BE DELIVERED TO BE KEPT. ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, THEN, ALL HAVING ASSEMBLED EARLY, AND AN INCENSE-OFFERING HAVING BEEN MADE, THE HIGH PRIEST WENT INTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES, AND BROUGHT FORTH THE RODS. AND WHEN HE HAD DISTRIBUTED THE RODS, (2) AND THE DOVE CAME FORTH OUT OF NONE OF THEM, THE HIGH PRIEST PUT ON THE TWELVE BELLS (3) AND THE SACERDOTAL ROBE, AND ENTERING INTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES, HE THERE MADE A BURNT-OFFERING, AND POURED FORTH A PRAYER. AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO HIM, SAYING: THERE IS HERE THE SHORTEST ROD, OF WHICH THOU HAST MADE NO ACCOUNT: THOU DIDST BRING IT IN WITH THE REST, BUT DIDST NOT TAKE IT OUT WITH THEM. WHEN THOU HAST TAKEN IT OUT, AND HAST GIVEN IT HIM WHOSE IT IS, IN IT WILL APPEAR THE SIGN OF WHICH I SPOKE TO THEE. NOW THAT WAS JOSEPH'S ROD, AND BECAUSE HE WAS AN OLD MAN, HE HAD BEEN CAST OFF, AS IT WERE, THAT HE MIGHT NOT RECEIVE HER, BUT NEITHER DID HE HIMSELF WISH TO ASK BACK HIS ROD. (4) AND WHEN HE WAS HUMBLY STANDING LAST OF ALL, THE HIGH PRIEST CRIED OUT TO HIM WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING: COME, JOSEPH, AND RECEIVE THY ROD, FOR WE ARE WAITING FOR THEE. AND JOSEPH CAME UP TREMBLING, BECAUSE THE HIGH PRIEST HAD CALLED HIM WITH A VERY LOUD VOICE. BUT AS SOON AS HE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND, AND LAID HOLD OF HIS ROD, IMMEDIATELY FROM THE TOP OF IT CAME FORTH A DOVE WHITER THAN SNOW, BEAUTIFUL EXCEEDINGLY, WHICH, AFTER LONG FLYING ABOUT THE ROOFS OF THE TEMPLE, AT LENGTH FLEW TOWARDS THE HEAVENS. THEN ALL THE PEOPLE CONGRATULATED THE OLD MAN, SAYING: THOU HAST BEEN MADE BLESSED IN THINE OLD AGE, O FATHER JOSEPH, SEEING THAT GOD HATH SHOWN THEE TO BE FIT TO RECEIVE MARY. AND THE PRIESTS HAVING SAID TO HIM, TAKE HER, BECAUSE OF ALL THE TRIBE OF JUDAH THOU ALONE HAST BEEN CHOSEN BY GOD, JOSEPH BEGAN BASHFULLY TO ADDRESS THEM, SAYING: I AM AN OLD MAN, AND HAVE CHILDREN, WHY DO YOU HAND OVER TO ME THIS INFANT, WHO IS YOUNGER THAN MY GRANDSONS? THEN ABIATHAR THE HIGH PRIEST SAID TO HIM: REMEMBER, JOSEPH, HOW DATHAN AND ABIRON AND CORE PERISHED, BECAUSE THEY DESPISED THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD. SO, WILL IT HAPPEN TO THEE, IF THOU DESPISE THIS WHICH IS COMMANDED THEE BY GOD. JOSEPH ANSWERED HIM: I INDEED DO NOT DESPISE THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD, BUT I SHALL BE HER GUARDIAN UNTIL I CAN ASCERTAIN CONCERNING THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD, AS TO WHICH OF MY SONS CAN HAVE HER AS HIS WIFE. LET SOME VIRGINS OF HER COMPANIONS, WITH WHOM SHE MAY MEANWHILE SPEND HER TIME, BE GIVEN FOR A CONSOLATION TO HER. ABIATHAR THE HIGH PRIEST ANSWERED AND SAID: FIVE VIRGINS INDEED SHALL BE GIVEN HER FOR CONSOLATION, UNTIL THE APPOINTED DAY COME IN WHICH THOU MAYST RECEIVE HER, FOR TO NO OTHER CAN SHE BE JOINED IN MARRIAGE. THEN JOSEPH RECEIVED MARY, WITH THE OTHER FIVE VIRGINS WHO WERE TO BE WITH HER IN JOSEPH'S HOUSE. THESE VIRGINS WERE REBECCA, SEPHORA, SUSANNA, ABIGEA, AND CAEL, TO WHOM THE HIGH PRIEST GAVE THE SILK, AND THE BLUE, (5) AND THE FINE LINEN, AND THE SCARLET, AND THE PURPLE, AND THE FINE FLAX. FOR THEY CAST LOTS AMONG THEMSELVES WHAT EACH VIRGIN SHOULD DO, AND THE PURPLE FOR THE VEIL OF THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD FELL TO THE LOT OF MARY. AND WHEN SHE HAD GOT IT, THOSE VIRGINS SAID TO HER: SINCE THOU ART THE LAST, AND HUMBLE, AND YOUNGER THAN ALL, THOU HAST DESERVED TO RECEIVE AND OBTAIN THE PURPLE. AND THUS SAYING, AS IT WERE IN WORDS OF ANNOYANCE, THEY BEGAN TO CALL HER QUEEN OF VIRGINS. WHILE, HOWEVER, THEY WERE SO DOING, THE ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED IN THE MIDST OF THEM, SAYING: THESE WORDS SHALL NOT HAVE BEEN UTTERED BY WAY OF ANNOYANCE, BUT PROPHESIED AS A PROPHECY MOST TRUE. THEY TREMBLED, THEREFORE, AT THE SIGHT OF THE ANGEL, AND AT HIS WORDS, AND ASKED HER TO PARDON THEM, AND PRAY FOR THEM.
CHAPTER 9: AND ON THE SECOND DAY, WHILE MARY WAS AT THE FOUNTAIN TO FILL HER PITCHER, THE ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO HER, SAYING: BLESSED ART THOU, MARY, FOR IN THY WOMB THOU HAST PREPARED A [SEXLESS] HABITATION FOR THE LORD. FOR, LO, THE LIGHT FROM HEAVEN [ACTS 9:3; 22:6; 26:13] SHALL COME AND DWELL IN THEE, AND BY MEANS OF THEE WILL SHINE OVER THE WHOLE WORLD. AGAIN, ON THE THIRD DAY, WHILE SHE WAS WORKING AT THE PURPLE WITH HER FINGERS, THERE ENTERED A YOUNG MAN OF INEFFABLE BEAUTY. AND WHEN MARY SAW HIM, SHE EXCEEDINGLY FEARED AND TREMBLED. AND HE SAID TO HER: HAIL, MARY, FULL OF GRACE, THE LORD IS WITH THEE: BLESSED ART THOU AMONG WOMEN, AND BLESSED IS THE FRUIT OF THY WOMB. [1] AND WHEN SHE HEARD THESE WORDS, SHE TREMBLED, AND WAS EXCEEDINGLY AFRAID. THEN THE ANGEL OF THE LORD ADDED: FEAR NOT, MARY, FOR THOU HAST FOUND FAVOUR WITH GOD: BEHOLD, THOU SHALT CONCEIVE IN THY WOMB, AND SHALT BRING FORTH A KING, WHO FILLS NOT ONLY THE EARTH, BUT THE HEAVEN, AND WHO REIGNS FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION.
CHAPTER 10: WHILE THESE THINGS WERE DOING, JOSEPH WAS OCCUPIED WITH HIS WORK, HOUSE-BUILDING, IN THE DISTRICTS BY THE SEA-SHORE, FOR HE WAS A CARPENTER. AND AFTER NINE MONTHS HE CAME BACK TO HIS HOUSE, AND FOUND MARY PREGNANT [WITH THE HOLY GHOST IN JOHN 4:23-24]. WHEREFORE, BEING IN THE UTMOST DISTRESS, HE TREMBLED AND CRIED OUT, SAYING: O LORD GOD, RECEIVE MY SPIRIT, FOR IT IS BETTER FOR ME TO DIE THAN TO LIVE ANY LONGER. AND THE VIRGINS WHO WERE WITH MARY SAID TO HIM: JOSEPH, WHAT ART THOU SAYING? WE KNOW THAT NO MAN HAS TOUCHED HER, WE CAN TESTIFY THAT SHE IS STILL A VIRGIN, AND UNTOUCHED. WE HAVE WATCHED OVER HER, ALWAYS HAS SHE CONTINUED WITH US IN PRAYER, DAILY DO THE ANGELS OF GOD SPEAK WITH HER, DAILY DOES SHE RECEIVE FOOD FROM THE [TERRIBLE] HAND OF THE LORD. WE KNOW NOT HOW IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THERE CAN BE ANY [SEXUAL] SIN IN HER [1ST JOHN 3:9]. BUT IF THOU WISHEST US TO TELL THEE WHAT WE SUSPECT, NOBODY BUT THE ANGEL OF THE LORD [2] HAS MADE HER PREGNANT. THEN SAID JOSEPH: WHY DO YOU MISLEAD ME, TO BELIEVE THAT AN ANGEL OF THE LORD HAS MADE HER PREGNANT? BUT IT IS POSSIBLE THAT SOME ONE HAS PRETENDED TO BE AN ANGEL OF THE LORD, AND HAS [SEXUALLY] BEGUILED HER [ACTS 13:41]. AND THUS SPEAKING, HE WEPT, AND SAID: WITH WHAT FACE SHALL I LOOK AT THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD, OR WITH WHAT FACE SHALL I SEE THE PRIESTS OF GOD? WHAT AM I TO DO? AND THUS SAYING, HE THOUGHT THAT HE WOULD FLEE, AND SEND HER AWAY.
CHAPTER 11: AND WHEN HE WAS THINKING OF RISING UP AND HIDING HIMSELF, AND DWELLING IN [TOP] SECRET, BEHOLD, ON THAT VERY NIGHT, THE ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO HIM IN SLEEP, SAYING: JOSEPH, THOU SON OF DAVID, FEAR NOT, RECEIVE MARY AS THY WIFE: FOR THAT WHICH IS IN HER WOMB IS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AND SHE SHALL BRING FORTH A SON, AND HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED JESUS, FOR HE WILL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. AND JOSEPH, RISING FROM HIS SLEEP, GAVE THANKS TO GOD, AND SPOKE TO MARY AND THE VIRGINS WHO WERE WITH HER, AND TOLD THEM HIS VISION. AND HE WAS COMFORTED ABOUT MARY, SAYING: I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, IN THAT I SUSPECTED THEE AT ALL.
CHAPTER 12: AFTER THESE THINGS THERE AROSE A GREAT REPORT THAT MARY WAS WITH CHILD. AND JOSEPH WAS SEIZED BY THE OFFICERS OF THE TEMPLE, AND BROUGHT ALONG WITH MARY TO THE HIGH PRIEST. AND HE WITH THE PRIESTS BEGAN TO REPROACH HIM, AND TO SAY: WHY HAST THOU [SEXUALLY] BEGUILED SO GREAT AND SO GLORIOUS A VIRGIN, WHO WAS FED LIKE A DOVE IN THE TEMPLE BY THE ANGELS OF GOD, WHO NEVER WISHED EITHER TO SEE OR TO HAVE A MAN, WHO HAD THE MOST EXCELLENT KNOWLEDGE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD? IF THOU HADST NOT DONE [SEXUAL] VIOLENCE TO HER, SHE WOULD STILL HAVE REMAINED IN HER VIRGINITY. AND JOSEPH VOWED, AND SWORE THAT HE HAD NEVER TOUCHED HER AT ALL. AND ABIATHAR THE HIGH PRIEST ANSWERED HIM: AS THE LORD LIVETH, I WILL GIVE THEE TO DRINK OF THE [CURSED] WATER OF DRINKING OF THE LORD, AND IMMEDIATELY THY [SEXUAL] SIN WILL APPEAR. THEN WAS ASSEMBLED A MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE WHICH COULD NOT BE NUMBERED, AND MARY WAS BROUGHT TO THE TEMPLE. AND THE PRIESTS, AND HER RELATIVES, AND HER PARENTS WEPT, AND SAID TO MARY: CONFESS TO THE PRIESTS THY [SEXUAL] SIN, THOU THAT WAST LIKE A DOVE IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND DIDST RECEIVE FOOD FROM THE HANDS OF AN ANGEL. AND AGAIN, JOSEPH WAS SUMMONED TO THE ALTAR, AND THE [CURSED] WATER OF DRINKING OF THE LORD WAS GIVEN HIM TO DRINK. AND WHEN ANY ONE THAT HAD LIED DRANK THIS WATER, AND WALKED SEVEN TIMES ROUND THE ALTAR, GOD USED TO SHOW SOME SIGN IN HIS FACE. WHEN, THEREFORE, JOSEPH HAD DRUNK IN SAFETY, AND HAD WALKED ROUND THE ALTAR SEVEN TIMES, NO SIGN OF [SEXUAL] SIN APPEARED IN HIM. THEN ALL THE PRIESTS, AND THE OFFICERS, AND THE PEOPLE JUSTIFIED HIM, SAYING: BLESSED ART THOU, SEEING THAT NO CHARGE HAS BEEN FOUND GOOD AGAINST THEE. AND THEY SUMMONED MARY, AND SAID: AND WHAT EXCUSE CANST THOU HAVE? OR WHAT GREATER SIGN CAN APPEAR IN THEE THAN THE CONCEPTION OF THY WOMB, WHICH [SEXUALLY] BETRAYS THEE? THIS ONLY WE REQUIRE OF THEE, THAT SINCE JOSEPH IS PURE REGARDING THEE, THOU CONFESS WHO IT IS THAT HAS [SEXUALLY] BEGUILED THEE. FOR IT IS BETTER THAT THY CONFESSION SHOULD [SEXUALLY] BETRAY THEE, THAN THAT THE WRATH OF GOD SHOULD SET A MARK ON THY FACE, AND EXPOSE THEE IN THE MIDST OF THE PEOPLE. THEN MARY SAID, STEADFASTLY AND WITHOUT TREMBLING: O LORD GOD, KING OVER ALL, WHO KNOWEST ALL [TOP] SECRETS, IF THERE BE ANY [SEXUAL] POLLUTION IN ME, OR ANY [SEXUAL] SIN, OR ANY EVIL [SEXUAL] DESIRES, OR UNCHASTITY, EXPOSE ME IN THE SIGHT OF ALL THE PEOPLE, AND MAKE ME AN EXAMPLE OF PUNISHMENT TO ALL. THUS SAYING, SHE WENT UP TO THE ALTAR OF THE LORD BOLDLY, AND DRANK THE WATER OF DRINKING, AND WALKED ROUND THE ALTAR SEVEN TIMES, AND NO SPOT WAS FOUND IN HER. AND WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE WERE IN THE UTMOST ASTONISHMENT, SEEING THAT SHE WAS WITH CHILD, AND THAT NO SIGN HAD APPEARED IN HER FACE, THEY BEGAN TO BE [SEXUALLY] DISTURBED AMONG THEMSELVES BY CONFLICTING STATEMENTS: SOME SAID THAT SHE WAS HOLY AND [SEXLESSLY] UNSPOTTED, OTHERS THAT SHE WAS WICKED AND [SEXUALLY] DEFILED. THEN MARY, SEEING THAT SHE WAS STILL SUSPECTED BY THE PEOPLE, AND THAT ON THAT ACCOUNT SHE DID NOT SEEM TO THEM TO BE WHOLLY CLEARED, SAID IN THE HEARING OF ALL, WITH A LOUD VOICE, AS THE LORD ADONAI LIVETH, THE LORD OF HOSTS BEFORE WHOM I STAND, I HAVE NOT KNOWN MAN, BUT I AM KNOWN BY HIM TO WHOM FROM MY EARLIEST YEARS I HAVE DEVOTED MYSELF. AND THIS VOW I MADE TO MY GOD FROM MY INFANCY, THAT I SHOULD REMAIN UNSPOTTED IN HIM WHO CREATED ME, AND I TRUST THAT I SHALL SO LIVE TO HIM ALONE, AND SERVE HIM ALONE, AND IN HIM, AS LONG AS I SHALL LIVE, WILL I REMAIN [SEXLESSLY] UNPOLLUTED. THEN THEY ALL BEGAN TO KISS HER FEET AND TO EMBRACE HER KNEES, ASKING HER TO PARDON THEM FOR THEIR WICKED [SEXUAL] SUSPICIONS. AND SHE WAS LED DOWN TO HER HOUSE WITH EXULTATION AND JOY BY THE PEOPLE, AND THE PRIESTS, AND ALL THE VIRGINS. AND THEY CRIED OUT, AND SAID: BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] FOR EVER, BECAUSE HE HATH MANIFESTED THY HOLINESS TO ALL HIS PEOPLE ISRAEL.
CHAPTER 13: AND IT CAME TO PASS SOME LITTLE TIME AFTER, THAT AN ENROLLMENT WAS MADE ACCORDING TO THE EDICT OF CAESAR AUGUSTUS, THAT ALL THE WORLD WAS TO BE ENROLLED [REGISTERED], EACH MAN IN HIS NATIVE PLACE. THIS ENROLLMENT WAS MADE BY CYRINUS, THE GOVERNOR OF SYRIA, [1] IT WAS NECESSARY, THEREFORE, THAT JOSEPH SHOULD ENROLL WITH THE BLESSED MARY IN BETHLEHEM, BECAUSE TO IT THEY BELONGED, BEING OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, AND OF THE HOUSE AND FAMILY OF DAVID. WHEN, THEREFORE, JOSEPH AND THE BLESSED MARY WERE GOING ALONG THE ROAD WHICH LEADS TO BETHLEHEM, MARY SAID TO JOSEPH: I SEE TWO PEOPLES BEFORE ME, THE ONE WEEPING, AND THE OTHER REJOICING. AND JOSEPH ANSWERED: SIT STILL ON THY BEAST, AND DO NOT SPEAK SUPERFLUOUS WORDS. THEN THERE APPEARED BEFORE THEM A BEAUTIFUL BOY, CLOTHED IN WHITE RAIMENT, WHO SAID TO JOSEPH: WHY DIDST THOU SAY THAT THE WORDS WHICH MARY SPOKE ABOUT THE TWO PEOPLES WERE SUPERFLUOUS? FOR SHE SAW THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS WEEPING, BECAUSE THEY HAVE DEPARTED FROM THEIR GOD, AND THE PEOPLE OF THE GENTILES REJOICING, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOW BEEN ADDED AND MADE NEAR TO THE LORD, ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH HE PROMISED TO OUR FATHERS ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB: FOR THE TIME IS AT HAND WHEN IN THE [SEXLESS] SEED OF ABRAHAM ALL NATIONS SHALL BE BLESSED. [2] AND WHEN HE HAD THUS SAID, THE ANGEL ORDERED THE BEAST TO STAND [ACTS 8:25-40], FOR THE TIME WHEN SHE SHOULD BRING FORTH WAS AT HAND, AND HE COMMANDED THE BLESSED MARY TO COME DOWN OFF THE ANIMAL, AND GO INTO A RECESS UNDER A CAVERN, IN WHICH THERE NEVER WAS LIGHT, BUT ALWAYS DARKNESS, BECAUSE THE LIGHT OF DAY COULD NOT REACH IT. AND WHEN THE BLESSED MARY HAD GONE INTO IT, IT BEGAN TO SHINE WITH AS MUCH BRIGHTNESS AS IF IT WERE THE SIXTH HOUR OF THE DAY. THE LIGHT [SIRACH 23:19] FROM GOD SO SHONE IN THE CAVE, THAT NEITHER BY DAY NOR NIGHT WAS LIGHT WANTING AS LONG AS THE BLESSED MARY WAS THERE. AND THERE SHE BROUGHT FORTH A SON, AND THE ANGELS SURROUNDED HIM WHEN HE WAS BEING BORN [THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AS THE TOP CREATOR AGENT LORD’S FIRST-FRUITS IN CONCEIVING & CONCEPTION OF 8.5 MONTHS OF PREGNANCY BEFORE HIS BIRTH AT THE BEGINNING OF THE HOLY GHOST’S SEED IS SUNDAY, JUNE 28TH, 3BC AT 3:00PM & JESUS’ BIRTHDAY IS IN THE MONTH ADAR ON SUNDAY, MARCH 7TH, 2BC AT 3:00PM & JESUS’ ARREST TO THE 4 TRIALS TO THE CROSS TO THE DEATH TO THE HELL TO THE GRAVE, TO THE PRISON IN HELL TO THE RELEASE FROM THE PRISON IN HELL IS ON THURSDAY, APRIL 4TH, 30AD AT 3:00AM TO SATURDAY, APRIL 7TH, 30AD AT 3:00AM IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE & JESUS’ CASTING OUT, TO LEAVE THIS WORLD IS ON FRIDAY, APRIL 5TH, 30AD AT 3:00PM & JESUS’ RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD TO CREATOR AGENT LORDSHIP IS 38 DAYS IN THE NEW UNIVERSE FROM THE ARREST TO LORDSHIP IS 40 DAYS, WHICH IS SUNDAY, APRIL 7TH, 30AD AT 6:00AM TO SUNDAY, MAY 12TH, 30AD AT 6:00AM ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT, PRIMARILY IN PALESTINE IN JERUSALEM, ISRAEL & THIS RULE GOES FOR EVERY ETERNAL CREATURE THAT IS BORN, IF YOU KNOW THE BIRTHDAY, THEN YOU KNOW A CLOSE TIME FRAME FROM THE DEATH TO THE CASTING OUT TO THE HELL TO THE GRAVE, TO THE PRISON IN HELL TO THE RELEASE FROM THE PRISON IN HELL IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE & THE RESURRECTION TO LORDSHIP OF THAT ETERNAL CREATURE ALSO AT THE SAME TIME FRAME IN THE NEW UNIVERSE IN 2ND PROVERBS 8:30-31; ENOCH 68:3-5; LUKE 1 & 2 & ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30 AND EVEN THE LORD ENOCH’S CHRIST AS THE TOP CREATOR AGENT LORD’S FIRST-FRUITS IN CONCEIVING & CONCEPTION OF 8.5 MONTHS OF PREGNANCY BEFORE HIS BIRTH AT THE BEGINNING OF THE HOLY GHOST’S SEED IS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH, AT LEAST A TRILLION YEARS AGO AT 3:00AM & ENOCH’S BIRTHDAY IS IN THE MONTH SIVAN ON SUNDAY, JUNE 6TH AT LEAST A TRILLION YEARS AGO AT 3:00AM & ENOCH DID GO THROUGH A ETERNAL ARREST BY THE LORD TO SECURE ETERNAL SALVATION FOREVER ENDLESSLY THROUGH ETERNAL SUFFERINGS, BUT DID NOT GO THROUGH A ETERNAL DEATH TO THE ETERNAL PRISON IN HELL BECAUSE HE WAS TAKEN UP BY THE LORD AFTER THE 385 YEARS ENOCH CONTINUED IN HIS [SEXLESS] MINISTRY BEFORE THE LORD THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE YEARS [THE HOLY BIBLE LISTS IT AS 366 YEARS WITH THE PREGNANCY, BUT STRENGTH IN WEAKNESS (10 YEARS IN PSALMS 90:10) & STRENGTH ABOVE ANY WEAKNESS (10 YEARS IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:1-10) IS 386 YEARS WITH THE PREGNANCY, 20 YEARS ADDED AT THE POINT BETWEEN GENESIS 5:23-24 & THE QUESTION IS, DID ENOCH HAVE 86 YEARS IN THE SINGLE REALM & 301 YEARS IN THE MARRIAGE REALM OR 66 YEARS IN THE SINGLE REALM & 311 YEARS IN THE MARRIAGE REALM OR 76 YEARS IN THE SINGLE REALM & 321 YEARS IN THE MARRIAGE REALM OR 86 YEARS IN THE SINGLE REALM OR A OVERLAPPING WITH A MIXTURE OF BOTH WORKING BOTH WAYS IN THE 20 YEARS THAT THE LORD STEVE INITIALLY HANDLED IN THE ETERNAL STONING ONCE BETWEEN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE & THE NEW UNIVERSE FROM JUNE 7TH, 1996AD TO JUNE 7TH, 2016AD TO CLOSE UP THE 2000 YEAR REIGN FROM JUNE 7TH, 4BC TO JUNE 7TH, 1996AD & JUNE 6TH TO JULY 4TH FROM ACTS 1:4-ACTS 29:1-2 IS 29 DAYS [LEVELS] & FROM ACTS 1:4-ACTS 30 IS 30 DAYS [LEVELS] GLOBALLY IN THE KINGDOM OF LORDSHIP IN ACTS 7:60 & THE TRUE HOLY DIVISION OF THE 20 YEARS AFTERWARDS IN FROM JUNE 7TH, 1996AD TO JUNE 7TH, 2016AD & TO FINISH IT UP IN THE ULTIMATE END 2 YEARS AFTERWARDS IN JUNE 7TH, 2018AD IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 9:3-30 & IS A CALL WOULD CONCERN 400 YEARS, THE CALL OF 15 YEARS IN HEAVEN ABOVE THE INITIAL 385 YEARS THAT WAS COMPLETED IN THE USA ON INDEPENDENCE DAY FROM JULY 4TH, 1776AD TO JULY 4TH, 1996AD OF THE 200 YEARS IN THE UPTIME/DOWNTIME, WHICH IS 400 YEARS IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:1-6 & ACTS 7:6-7], AND AT THE END OF THAT TIME HE BECAME AWARE THROUGH THE GRACE OF GOD, THAT GOD INTENDED TO REMOVE HIM FROM THE EARTH IN HEBREWS 11:5 FROM THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE, TO LEAVE THIS WORLD & GO INTO THE NEW UNIVERSE IS ON SUNDAY, JUNE 7TH AT LEAST A TRILLION YEARS AGO AT 3:00AM ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT, PRIMARILY IN THE USA IN FLORENCE, SC IN THE NEW UNIVERSE IN PROVERBS 8:22-29; 2ND BOOK OF ADAM & EVE 22:4; 2ND ENOCH 68:3-5; GENESIS 5:22-24 & ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30]. AND AS SOON AS HE WAS BORN, HE STOOD UPON HIS FEET, AND THE ANGELS ADORED HIM, SAYING: GLORY TO GOD IN THE [MOST] HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE TO MEN OF GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE. [3] NOW, WHEN THE [SEXLESS] BIRTH OF THE LORD WAS AT HAND, JOSEPH HAD GONE AWAY TO SEEK MIDWIVES. AND WHEN HE HAD FOUND THEM, HE RETURNED TO THE CAVE, AND FOUND WITH MARY THE INFANT WHICH SHE HAD BROUGHT FORTH. AND JOSEPH SAID TO THE BLESSED MARY: I HAVE BROUGHT THEE TWO MIDWIVES--ZELOMI [4] AND SALOME; AND THEY ARE STANDING OUTSIDE BEFORE THE ENTRANCE TO THE CAVE, NOT DARING TO COME IN HITHER, BECAUSE OF THE EXCEEDING BRIGHTNESS. AND WHEN THE BLESSED MARY HEARD THIS, SHE SMILED, AND JOSEPH SAID TO HER: DO NOT SMILE, BUT PRUDENTLY ALLOW THEM TO VISIT THEE, IN CASE THOU SHOULDST REQUIRE THEM FOR THY CURE. THEN SHE ORDERED THEM TO ENTER. AND WHEN ZELOMI HAD COME IN, SALOME HAVING STAYED WITHOUT, ZELOMI SAID TO MARY: ALLOW ME TO TOUCH THEE. AND WHEN SHE HAD PERMITTED HER TO MAKE AN EXAMINATION, THE MIDWIFE CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND SAID: LORD, LORD ALMIGHTY, MERCY ON US! IT HAS NEVER BEEN HEARD OR THOUGHT OF, THAT ANY ONE SHOULD HAVE HER BREASTS FULL OF MILK, AND THAT THE BIRTH OF A SON SHOULD SHOW HIS MOTHER TO BE A VIRGIN. BUT THERE HAS BEEN NO SPILLING OF BLOOD IN HIS BIRTH, NO PAIN IN BRINGING HIM FORTH. A VIRGIN HAS CONCEIVED, A VIRGIN HAS BROUGHT FORTH, AND A VIRGIN SHE REMAINS. AND HEARING THESE WORDS, SALOME SAID: ALLOW ME TO HANDLE THEE, AND PROVE WHETHER ZELOMI HAVE SPOKEN THE TRUTH. AND THE BLESSED MARY ALLOWED HER TO HANDLE HER. AND WHEN SHE HAD WITHDRAWN HER HAND FROM HANDLING HER [INVESTGATING HER PUSSY TO SEE IF ANY DAMAGE OCCURRED WHILE GIVING BIRTH], IT DRIED UP, AND THROUGH EXCESS OF PAIN SHE BEGAN TO WEEP BITTERLY, AND TO BE IN GREAT DISTRESS, CRYING OUT, AND SAYING: O LORD GOD, THOU KNOWEST THAT I HAVE ALWAYS FEARED THEE, AND THAT WITHOUT RECOMPENSE I HAVE CARED FOR ALL THE POOR, I HAVE TAKEN NOTHING FROM THE WIDOW AND THE ORPHAN, AND THE NEEDY HAVE I NOT SENT EMPTY AWAY. AND, BEHOLD, I AM MADE WRETCHED BECAUSE OF MINE UNBELIEF, SINCE WITHOUT A CAUSE I WISHED TO TRY THY VIRGIN.  AND WHILE SHE WAS THUS SPEAKING, THERE STOOD BY HER A YOUNG MAN IN SHINING GARMENTS, SAYING: GO TO THE CHILD, AND ADORE HIM, AND TOUCH HIM WITH THY HAND, AND HE WILL HEAL THEE, BECAUSE HE IS THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD, AND OF ALL THAT HOPE IN HIM. AND SHE WENT TO THE CHILD WITH HASTE, AND ADORED HIM, AND TOUCHED THE FRINGE OF THE CLOTHS IN WHICH HE WAS WRAPPED, AND INSTANTLY HER HAND WAS CURED. AND GOING FORTH, SHE BEGAN TO CRY ALOUD, AND TO TELL THE WONDERFUL THINGS WHICH SHE HAD SEEN, AND WHICH SHE HAD SUFFERED, AND HOW SHE HAD BEEN CURED, SO THAT MANY THROUGH HER STATEMENTS BELIEVED. AND SOME SHEPHERDS ALSO AFFIRMED THAT THEY HAD SEEN ANGELS SINGING A HYMN AT MIDNIGHT, PRAISING AND BLESSING THE GOD OF HEAVEN, AND SAYING: THERE HAS BEEN BORN THE SAVIOUR OF ALL, WHO IS CHRIST THE LORD, IN WHOM SALVATION SHALL BE BROUGHT BACK TO ISRAEL. [1] MOREOVER, A GREAT STAR, LARGER THAN ANY THAT HAD BEEN SEEN SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD, SHONE OVER THE CAVE FROM THE EVENING TILL THE MORNING. AND THE PROPHETS WHO WERE IN JERUSALEM SAID THAT THIS STAR POINTED OUT THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, WHO SHOULD RESTORE THE PROMISE NOT ONLY TO ISRAEL, BUT TO ALL NATIONS. 
CHAPTER 14: AND ON THE THIRD DAY [TUESDAY] AFTER THE [SEXLESS] BIRTH OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE MOST BLESSED MARY WENT FORTH OUT OF THE CAVE, AND ENTERING A STABLE, PLACED THE CHILD IN THE STALL, AND THE OX AND THE ASS ADORED HIM. THEN WAS FULFILLED THAT WHICH WAS SAID BY ISAIAH THE PROPHET, SAYING: THE OX KNOWETH HIS OWNER, AND THE ASS HIS MASTER'S CRIB. [2] THE VERY ANIMALS, THEREFORE, THE OX AND THE ASS, HAVING HIM IN THEIR MIDST, INCESSANTLY ADORED HIM. THEN WAS FULFILLED THAT WHICH WAS SAID BY ABACUC THE PROPHET, SAYING: [3] BETWEEN TWO ANIMALS THOU ART MADE MANIFEST. IN THE SAME PLACE JOSEPH REMAINED WITH MARY THREE DAYS.
CHAPTER 15: AND ON THE SIXTH DAY [FRIDAY] THEY ENTERED BETHLEHEM, WHERE THEY SPENT THE SEVENTH DAY [SATURDAY]. AND ON THE EIGHTH DAY [SUNDAY] THEY CIRCUMCISED THE CHILD, AND CALLED HIS NAME JESUS, FOR SO HE WAS CALLED BY THE ANGEL BEFORE HE WAS CONCEIVED IN THE WOMB [FORMER GLORY POSSIBLY AS MICHAEL]. [4] NOW, AFTER THE DAYS OF THE PURIFIATION OF MARY WERE FULFILLED ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES, THEN JOSEPH TOOK THE INFANT TO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. AND WHEN THE INFANT HAD RECEIVED PARHITHOMUS, [5] PARHITHOMUS, THAT IS, CIRCUMCISION--THEY OFFERED FOR HIM A PAIR OF TURTLE-DOVES, OR TWO YOUNG PIGEONS. [6] NOW THERE WAS IN THE TEMPLE A MAN OF GOD, PERFECT AND JUST, WHOSE NAME WAS SYMEON, A HUNDRED AND TWELVE YEARS OLD. HE HAD RECEIVED THE [SEXLESS] ANSWER FROM THE LORD, THAT HE SHOULD NOT TASTE OF DEATH TILL HE HAD SEEN CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, LIVING IN THE FLESH. AND HAVING SEEN THE CHILD, HE CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING: GOD HATH VISITED HIS PEOPLE, AND THE LORD HATH FULFILLED HIS PROMISE. AND HE MADE HASTE, AND ADORED HIM. AND AFTER THIS HE TOOK HIM UP INTO HIS CLOAK AND KISSED HIS FEET, AND SAID: LORD, NOW LETTEST THOU THY SERVANT DEPART IN PEACE, ACCORDING TO THY WORD: FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY SALVATION, WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED BEFORE THE FACE OF ALL PEOPLES, TO BE A LIGHT [ACTS 9:3; 22:6; 26:13] TO LIGHTEN THE GENTILES, AND THE GLORY [ACTS 7:55-56] OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL. [7] THERE WAS ALSO IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD, ANNA, A PROPHETESS, THE DAUGHTER OF PHANUEL, OF THE TRIBE OF ASHER, WHO HAD LIVED WITH HER HUSBAND SEVEN YEARS FROM HER VIRGINITY, AND SHE HAD NOW BEEN A WIDOW EIGHTY-FOUR YEARS. AND SHE NEVER LEFT THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD, BUT SPENT HER TIME IN FASTING AND PRAYER. SHE ALSO LIKEWISE ADORED THE CHILD, SAYING: IN HIM IS THE REDEMPTION OF THE WORLD. 
CHAPTER 16: [8] AND WHEN THE SECOND YEAR WAS PAST, [9] MAGI CAME FROM THE EAST TO JERUSALEM, BRINGING GREAT GIFTS. AND THEY MADE STRICT INQUIRY OF THE JEWS, SAYING: WHERE IS THE KING WHO HAS BEEN BORN TO YOU? FOR WE HAVE SEEN HIS STAR IN THE EAST, AND HAVE COME TO [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIP HIM. AND WORD OF THIS CAME TO KING HEROD, AND SO ALARMED HIM THAT HE CALLED TOGETHER THE SCRIBES AND THE PHARISEES, AND THE TEACHERS OF THE PEOPLE, ASKING OF THEM WHERE THE PROPHETS HAD FORETOLD THAT CHRIST SHOULD BE BORN. AND THEY SAID: IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDAH. FOR IT IS WRITTEN: AND THOU BETHLEHEM, IN THE LAND OF JUDAH, ART BY NO MEANS THE LEAST AMONG THE PRINCES OF JUDAH, FOR OUT OF THEE SHALL COME FORTH A LEADER WHO SHALL RULE MY PEOPLE ISRAEL. [1] THEN KING HEROD SUMMONED THE MAGI TO HIM, AND STRICTLY INQUIRED OF THEM WHEN THE STAR APPEARED TO THEM. THEN, SENDING THEM TO BETHLEHEM, HE SAID: GO AND MAKE STRICT INQUIRY ABOUT THE CHILD, AND WHEN YE HAVE FOUND HIM, BRING ME WORD AGAIN, THAT I MAY COME AND [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIP HIM ALSO. AND WHILE THE MAGI WERE GOING ON THEIR WAY, THERE APPEARED TO THEM THE STAR, WHICH WAS, AS IT WERE, A GUIDE TO THEM, GOING BEFORE THEM UNTIL THEY CAME TO WHERE THE CHILD WAS. AND WHEN THE MAGI SAW THE STAR, THEY REJOICED WITH GREAT JOY, AND GOING INTO THE HOUSE, THEY SAW THE CHILD JESUS [FEW MONTHS OLD] SITTING IN HIS MOTHER'S LAP. THEN THEY OPENED THEIR TREASURES, AND PRESENTED GREAT GIFTS TO THE BLESSED MARY AND JOSEPH. AND TO THE CHILD HIMSELF THEY OFFERED EACH OF THEM A PIECE OF GOLD. [2] AND LIKEWISE ONE GAVE GOLD, ANOTHER FRANKINCENSE, AND THE THIRD MYRRH. [3] AND WHEN THEY WERE GOING TO RETURN TO KING HEROD, THEY WERE WARNED BY AN ANGEL IN THEIR SLEEP NOT TO GO BACK TO HEROD, AND THEY RETURNED TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY BY ANOTHER ROAD. 
CHAPTER 17: [4] AND WHEN HEROD [5] SAW THAT HE HAD BEEN MADE SPORT OF BY THE MAGI, HIS HEART SWELLED WITH RAGE, AND HE SENT THROUGH ALL THE ROADS, WISHING TO SEIZE THEM AND PUT THEM TO DEATH. BUT WHEN HE COULD NOT FIND THEM AT ALL, HE SENT ANEW TO BETHLEHEM AND ALL ITS BORDERS, AND SLEW ALL THE MALE CHILDREN WHOM HE FOUND OF TWO YEARS OLD AND UNDER, ACCORDING TO THE TIME THAT HE HAD ASCERTAINED FROM THE MAGI. [6] NOW THE DAY BEFORE THIS WAS DONE JOSEPH WAS WARNED IN HIS SLEEP BY THE ANGEL OF THE LORD, WHO SAID TO HIM: TAKE MARY AND THE CHILD [1 YEARS OF AGE], AND GO INTO EGYPT BY THE WAY OF THE DESERT. AND JOSEPH WENT ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] SAYING OF THE ANGEL. 
CHAPTER 18: [7] AND HAVING COME TO A CERTAIN CAVE, AND WISHING TO REST IN IT, THE BLESSED [8] MARY DISMOUNTED FROM HER BEAST, AND SAT DOWN WITH THE CHILD JESUS IN HER [VIRGIN] BOSOM. AND THERE WERE WITH JOSEPH THREE BOYS, AND WITH MARY A GIRL, GOING ON THE JOURNEY ALONG WITH THEM. AND, LO, SUDDENLY THERE CAME FORTH FROM THE CAVE MANY DRAGONS, AND WHEN THE CHILDREN SAW THEM, THEY CRIED OUT IN GREAT TERROR. THEN JESUS WENT DOWN FROM THE [VIRGIN] BOSOM OF HIS MOTHER, AND STOOD ON HIS FEET BEFORE THE DRAGONS, AND THEY ADORED JESUS, AND THEREAFTER RETIRED. THEN WAS FULFILLED THAT WHICH WAS SAID BY DAVID THE PROPHET, SAYING: PRAISE THE LORD FROM THE EARTH, YE DRAGONS; YE DRAGONS, AND ALL YE DEEPS [9] AND THE YOUNG CHILD JESUS, WALKING BEFORE THEM, COMMANDED THEM TO HURT NO MAN. BUT MARY AND JOSEPH WERE VERY MUCH AFRAID LEST THE CHILD SHOULD BE HURT BY THE DRAGONS. AND JESUS SAID TO THEM: DO NOT BE AFRAID, AND DO NOT CONSIDER ME TO BE A LITTLE CHILD [2 YEARS OF AGE], FOR I AM AND ALWAYS HAVE BEEN PERFECT, AND ALL THE BEASTS OF THE FOREST MUST NEEDS BE TAME BEFORE ME.
CHAPTER 19: LIONS AND PANTHERS ADORED HIM LIKEWISE, AND ACCOMPANIED THEM IN THE DESERT. WHEREVER JOSEPH AND THE BLESSED MARY WENT, THEY WENT BEFORE THEM SHOWING THEM THE WAY, AND BOWING THEIR HEADS, AND SHOWING THEIR SUBMISSION BY WAGGING THEIR TAILS, THEY ADORED HIM WITH GREAT REVERENCE. NOW AT FIRST, WHEN MARY SAW THE LIONS AND THE PANTHERS, AND VARIOUS KINDS OF WILD BEASTS, COMING ABOUT THEM, SHE WAS VERY MUCH AFRAID. BUT THE INFANT JESUS [3 YEARS OF AGE] LOOKED INTO HER FACE WITH A JOYFUL COUNTENANCE, AND SAID: BE NOT AFRAID, MOTHER, FOR THEY COME NOT TO DO THEE HARM, BUT THEY MAKE HASTE TO SERVE BOTH THEE AND ME. WITH THESE WORDS HE DROVE ALL FEAR FROM HER HEART. AND THE LIONS KEPT WALKING WITH THEM, AND WITH THE OXEN, AND THE ASSES, AND THE BEASTS OF BURDEN WHICH CARRIED THEIR BAGGAGE, AND DID NOT HURT A SINGLE ONE OF THEM, THOUGH THEY KEPT BESIDE THEM, BUT THEY WERE TAME AMONG THE SHEEP AND THE RAMS WHICH THEY HAD BROUGHT WITH THEM FROM JUDAEA, AND WHICH THEY HAD WITH THEM. THEY WALKED AMONG WOLVES, AND FEARED NOTHING, AND NO ONE OF THEM WAS HURT BY ANOTHER. THEN WAS FULFILLED THAT WHICH WAS SPOKEN BY THE PROPHET: WOLVES SHALL FEED, WITH LAMBS, THE LION AND THE OX SHALL EAT STRAW TOGETHER. [10] THERE WERE TOGETHER TWO OXEN DRAWING A WAGGON WITH PROVISION FOR THE JOURNEY, AND THE LIONS DIRECTED THEM IN THEIR PATH.
CHAPTER 20: AND IT CAME TO PASS ON THE THIRD DAY OF THEIR JOURNEY, WHILE THEY WERE WALKING, THAT THE BLESSED MARY WAS FATIGUED BY THE EXCESSIVE HEAT OF THE SUN IN THE DESERT, AND SEEING A PALM TREE, SHE SAID TO JOSEPH: LET ME REST A LITTLE UNDER THE SHADE OF THIS TREE. JOSEPH THEREFORE MADE HASTE, AND LED HER TO THE PALM, AND MADE HER COME DOWN FROM HER BEAST. AND AS THE BLESSED MARY WAS SITTING THERE, SHE LOOKED UP TO THE FOLIAGE OF THE PALM, AND SAW IT FULL OF FRUIT, AND SAID TO JOSEPH: I WISH IT WERE POSSIBLE TO GET SOME OF THE FRUIT OF THIS PALM. AND JOSEPH SAID TO HER: I WONDER THAT THOU SAYEST THIS, WHEN THOU SEEST HOW HIGH THE PALM TREE IS, AND THAT THOU THINKEST OF EATING OF ITS FRUIT. I AM THINKING MORE OF THE WANT OF WATER, BECAUSE THE SKINS ARE NOW EMPTY, AND WE HAVE NONE WHEREWITH TO REFRESH OURSELVES AND OUR CATTLE. THEN THE CHILD JESUS, WITH A JOYFUL COUNTENANCE, REPOSING IN THE [VIRGIN] BOSOM OF HIS MOTHER, SAID TO THE PALM: O TREE, BEND THY BRANCHES, AND REFRESH MY MOTHER WITH THY FRUIT. AND IMMEDIATELY AT THESE WORDS THE PALM BENT ITS TOP DOWN TO THE VERY FEET OF THE BLESSED MARY, AND THEY GATHERED FROM IT, FRUIT, WITH WHICH THEY WERE ALL REFRESHED. AND AFTER THEY HAD GATHERED ALL ITS FRUIT, IT REMAINED BENT DOWN, WAITING THE ORDER TO RISE FROM HIM WHO BAD COMMANDED IT TO STOOP. THEN JESUS SAID TO IT: RAISE THYSELF, O PALM TREE, AND BE STRONG, AND BE THE COMPANION OF MY TREES, WHICH ARE IN THE PARADISE OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN], AND OPEN FROM THY ROOTS A VEIN OF WATER WHICH HAS BEEN HID IN THE EARTH, AND LET THE WATERS FLOW, SO THAT WE MAY BE [SEXLESSLY] SATISFIED FROM THEE. AND IT ROSE UP IMMEDIATELY, AND AT ITS ROOT THERE BEGAN TO COME FORTH A SPRING OF WATER EXCEEDINGLY CLEAR AND COOL AND SPARKLING. AND WHEN THEY SAW THE SPRING OF WATER, THEY REJOICED WITH GREAT JOY, AND WERE SATISFIED, THEMSELVES AND ALL THEIR CATTLE AND THEIR BEASTS. WHEREFORE THEY GAVE THANKS TO GOD.
CHAPTER 21: AND ON THE DAY AFTER, WHEN THEY WERE SETTING OUT THENCE, AND IN THE HOUR IN WHICH THEY BEGAN THEIR JOURNEY, JESUS TURNED TO THE PALM, AND SAID: THIS PRIVILEGE I GIVE THEE, O PALM TREE, THAT ONE OF THY BRANCHES BE CARRIED AWAY BY MY ANGELS, AND PLANTED IN THE PARADISE OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND THIS BLESSING I WILL CONFER UPON THEE, THAT IT SHALL BE SAID OF ALL WHO CONQUER IN ANY CONTEST, YOU, HAVE ATTAINED THE PALM OF VICTORY. AND WHILE HE WAS THUS SPEAKING, BEHOLD, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED, AND STOOD UPON THE PALM TREE, AND TAKING OFF ONE OF ITS BRANCHES, FLEW TO HEAVEN WITH THE BRANCH IN HIS HAND. AND WHEN THEY SAW THIS, THEY FELL ON THEIR FACES, AND BECAME AS IT WERE DEAD. AND JESUS SAID TO THEM: WHY ARE YOUR HEARTS POSSESSED WITH FEAR? DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT THIS PALM, WHICH I HAVE CAUSED TO BE TRANSFERRED TO PARADISE [NEW UNIVERSE], SHALL BE PREPARED FOR ALL THE SAINTS IN THE PLACE OF [SEXLESS] DELIGHTS, AS IT HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR US IN THIS PLACE OF THE WILDERNESS? AND THEY WERE FILLED WITH JOY, AND BEING STRENGTHENED, THEY ALL ROSE UP.
CHAPTER 22: AFTER THIS, WHILE THEY WERE GOING ON THEIR JOURNEY, JOSEPH SAID TO JESUS: LORD, IT IS A BOILING HEAT, IF IT PLEASE THEE, LET US GO BY THE SEA-SHORE, THAT WE MAY BE ABLE TO REST IN THE CITIES ON THE COAST. JESUS SAID TO HIM: FEAR NOT, JOSEPH, I WILL SHORTEN THE WAY FOR YOU, SO THAT WHAT YOU WOULD HAVE TAKEN THIRTY DAYS TO GO OVER, YOU SHALL ACCOMPLISH IN THIS ONE DAY. AND WHILE THEY WERE THUS SPEAKING, BEHOLD, THEY LOOKED FORWARD, AND BEGAN TO SEE THE MOUNTAINS AND CITIES OF EGYPT. AND REJOICING AND EXULTING, THEY CAME INTO THE REGIONS OF HERMOPOLIS, AND ENTERED INTO A CERTAIN CITY OF EGYPT WHICH IS CALLED SOTINEN, [1] AND BECAUSE THEY KNEW NO ONE THERE FROM WHOM THEY COULD ASK HOSPITALITY, THEY WENT INTO A TEMPLE WHICH WAS CALLED THE CAPITOL OF EGYPT. AND IN THIS TEMPLE, THERE HAD BEEN SET UP THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FIVE IDOLS, [2] TO EACH OF WHICH ON ITS OWN DAY DIVINE HONOURS AND SACRED RITES WERE PAID. FOR THE EGYPTIANS BELONGING TO THE SAME CITY ENTERED THE CAPITOL, IN WHICH THE PRIESTS TOLD THEM HOW MANY SACRIFICES WERE OFFERED EACH DAY, ACCORDING TO THE HONOUR IN WHICH THE GOD WAS HELD.
CHAPTER 23: AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE MOST BLESSED MARY WENT INTO THE TEMPLE WITH THE LITTLE CHILD, THAT ALL THE IDOLS PROSTRATED THEMSELVES ON THE GROUND, SO THAT ALL OF THEM WERE LYING ON THEIR FACES SHATTERED AND BROKEN TO PIECES, [3] AND THUS THEY PLAINLY SHOWED THAT THEY WERE NOTHING. THEN WAS FULFILLED THAT WHICH WAS SAID BY THE PROPHET ISAIAH: BEHOLD, THE LORD WILL COME UPON A SWIFT CLOUD, AND WILL ENTER EGYPT, AND ALL THE HANDIWORK OF THE EGYPTIANS SHALL BE MOVED AT HIS [SEXLESS] PRESENCE. 
CHAPTER 24: [4] THEN AFFRODOSIUS, THAT GOVERNOR OF THE CITY, WHEN NEWS OF THIS WAS BROUGHT TO HIM, WENT TO THE TEMPLE WITH ALL HIS ARMY. AND THE PRIESTS OF THE TEMPLE, WHEN THEY SAW AFFRODOSIUS WITH ALL HIS ARMY COMING INTO THE TEMPLE, THOUGHT THAT HE WAS MAKING HASTE ONLY TO SEE VENGEANCE TAKEN ON THOSE ON WHOSE ACCOUNT THE GODS HAD FALLEN DOWN. BUT WHEN HE CAME INTO THE TEMPLE, AND SAW ALL THE GODS LYING PROSTRATE ON THEIR FACES, HE WENT UP TO THE BLESSED MARY, WHO WAS CARRYING THE LORD IN HER [VIRGIN] BOSOM, AND ADORED HIM, AND SAID TO ALL HIS ARMY AND ALL HIS FRIENDS: UNLESS THIS WERE THE GOD OF OUR GODS, OUR GODS WOULD NOT HAVE FALLEN ON THEIR FACES BEFORE HIM, NOR WOULD THEY BE LYING PROSTRATE IN HIS [SEXLESS] PRESENCE: WHEREFORE THEY SILENTLY CONFESS THAT HE IS THEIR LORD. UNLESS WE, THEREFORE, TAKE CARE TO DO WHAT WE HAVE SEEN OUR GODS DOING, WE MAY RUN THE RISK OF HIS ANGER, AND ALL COME TO DESTRUCTION, EVEN AS IT HAPPENED TO PHARAOH KING OF THE EGYPTIANS, WHO, NOT BELIEVING IN POWERS SO MIGHTY, WAS DROWNED IN THE SEA, WITH ALL HIS ARMY. [5] THEN ALL THE PEOPLE OF THAT SAME CITY BELIEVED IN THE LORD GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST.
CHAPTER 25: AFTER NO LONG TIME THE ANGEL SAID TO JOSEPH: RETURN TO THE LAND OF JUDAH, FOR THEY ARE DEAD WHO SOUGHT THE CHILD'S LIFE. 
CHAPTER 26: [1] AND IT CAME TO PASS, AFTER JESUS HAD RETURNED OUT OF EGYPT, WHEN HE WAS IN GALILEE, AND ENTERING ON THE FOURTH YEAR OF HIS AGE, THAT ON A SABBATH-DAY HE WAS PLAYING WITH SOME CHILDREN AT THE BED OF THE JORDAN. AND AS HE SAT THERE, JESUS MADE TO HIMSELF SEVEN POOLS OF CLAY, AND TO EACH OF THEM HE MADE PASSAGES, THROUGH WHICH AT HIS COMMAND HE BROUGHT WATER FROM THE TORRENT INTO THE POOL, AND TOOK IT BACK AGAIN. THEN ONE OF THOSE CHILDREN, A SON OF THE DEVIL, MOVED WITH ENVY, SHUT THE PASSAGES WHICH SUPPLIED THE POOLS WITH WATER, AND OVERTHREW WHAT JESUS HAD BUILT UP. THEN SAID JESUS TO HIM: WOE UNTO THEE, THOU SON OF DEATH, THOU SON OF SATAN! DO THOU DESTROY THE [SEXLESS] WORKS WHICH I HAVE WROUGHT? AND IMMEDIATELY HE WHO HAD DONE THIS DIED. THEN WITH GREAT UPROAR THE PARENTS OF THE DEAD BOY CRIED OUT AGAINST MARY AND JOSEPH, SAYING TO THEM: YOUR SON HAS [SEXLESSLY] CURSED OUR SON, AND HE IS DEAD. AND WHEN JOSEPH AND MARY HEARD THIS, THEY CAME FORTHWITH TO JESUS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE OUTCRY OF THE PARENTS OF THE BOY, AND THE GATHERING TOGETHER OF THE JEWS. BUT JOSEPH SAID PRIVATELY TO MARY: I DARE NOT SPEAK TO HIM, BUT DO THOU ADMONISH HIM, AND SAY: WHY HAST THOU RAISED AGAINST US THE HATRED OF THE PEOPLE, AND WHY MUST THE TROUBLESOME HATRED OF MEN BE BORNE BY US? AND HIS MOTHER HAVING COME TO HIM, ASKED HIM, SAYING: MY LORD, WHAT WAS IT THAT HE DID TO BRING ABOUT HIS DEATH? AND HE SAID: HE DESERVED DEATH, BECAUSE HE SCATTERED THE [SEXLESS] WORKS THAT I HAD MADE. THEN HIS MOTHER ASKED HIM, SAYING: DO NOT SO, MY LORD, BECAUSE ALL MEN RISE UP AGAINST US. BUT HE, NOT WISHING TO GRIEVE HIS MOTHER, WITH HIS RIGHT FOOT KICKED THE HINDER PARTS OF THE DEAD BOY, AND SAID TO HIM: RISE, THOU SON OF [SEXUAL] INIQUITY FOR THOU ART NOT WORTHY TO ENTER INTO THE REST OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN], BECAUSE THOU DIDST DESTROY THE [SEXLESS] WORKS WHICH I HAD MADE. THEN HE WHO HAD BEEN DEAD ROSE UP, AND WENT AWAY. AND JESUS, BY THE WORD OF HIS POWER, BROUGHT WATER INTO THE POOLS BY THE AQUEDUCT. 
CHAPTER 27: AND IT CAME TO PASS, AFTER THESE THINGS, THAT IN THE SIGHT OF ALL, JESUS TOOK CLAY FROTH THE POOLS WHICH HE HAD MADE, AND OF IT MADE TWELVE SPARROWS. AND IT WAS THE SABBATH [SATURDAY] WHEN JESUS DID THIS, AND THERE WERE VERY MANY CHILDREN WITH HIM. WHEN, THEREFORE, ONE OF THE JEWS HAD SEEN HIM DOING THIS, HE SAID TO JOSEPH: JOSEPH, DOST THOU NOT SEE THE CHILD JESUS WORKING ON THE SABBATH [SATURDAY] AT WHAT IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR HIM TO DO? FOR HE HAS MADE TWELVE SPARROWS OF CLAY. AND WHEN JOSEPH HEARD THIS, HE REPROVED HIM, SAYING: WHEREFORE DOEST THOU ON THE SABBATH [SATURDAY] SUCH THINGS AS ARE NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR US TO DO? AND WHEN JESUS HEARD JOSEPH, HE STRUCK HIS HANDS TOGETHER, AND SAID TO HIS SPARROWS: FLY! AND AT THE VOICE OF HIS COMMAND THEY BEGAN TO FLY. AND IN THE SIGHT AND HEARING OF ALL THAT STOOD BY, HE SAID TO THE BIRDS: GO AND FLY THROUGH THE EARTH, AND THROUGH ALL THE WORLD, AND LIVE. AND WHEN THOSE THAT WERE THERE SAW SUCH MIRACLES, THEY WERE FILLED WITH GREAT ASTONISHMENT. AND SOME PRAISED AND ADMIRED HIM, BUT OTHERS REVILED HIM. AND CERTAIN OF THEM WENT AWAY TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE HEADS OF THE PHARISEES, AND REPORTED TO THEM THAT JESUS THE SON OF JOSEPH HAD DONE GREAT SIGNS AND MIRACLES IN THE SIGHT OF ALL THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. AND THIS WAS REPORTED IN THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL.
CHAPTER 28: AND AGAIN, THE SON OF ANNAS, A PRIEST OF THE TEMPLE, WHO HAD COME WITH JOSEPH, HOLDING HIS ROD IN HIS HAND IN THE SIGHT OF ALL, WITH GREAT FURY BROKE DOWN THE DAMS WHICH JESUS HAD MADE WITH HIS OWN HANDS, AND LET OUT THE WATER WHICH HE HAD COLLECTED IN THEM FROM THE TORRENT. MOREOVER, HE SHUT THE AQUEDUCT BY WHICH THE WATER CAME IN, AND THEN BROKE IT DOWN. AND WHEN JESUS SAW THIS, HE SAID TO THAT BOY WHO HAD DESTROYED HIS DAMS: O MOST WICKED SEED OF [SEXUAL] INIQUITY! O SON OF DEATH! O WORKSHOP OF SATAN! VERILY THE FRUIT OF THY SEED SHALL BE WITHOUT STRENGTH, AND THY ROOTS WITHOUT MOISTURE, AND THY BRANCHES WITHERED, BEARING NO FRUIT. AND IMMEDIATELY, IN THE SIGHT OF ALL, THE BOY WITHERED AWAY, AND DIED.
CHAPTER 29: THEN JOSEPH TREMBLED, AND TOOK HOLD OF JESUS, AND WENT WITH HIM TO HIS OWN HOUSE, AND HIS MOTHER WITH HIM. AND, BEHOLD, SUDDENLY FROM THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION A BOY, ALSO A WORKER OF [SEXUAL] INIQUITY, RAN UP AND CAME AGAINST THE SHOULDER OF JESUS, WISHING TO MAKE SPORT OF HIM, OR TO HURT HIM, IF HE COULD. AND JESUS SAID TO HIM: THOU SHALL NOT GO BACK SAFE AND SOUND FROM THE WAY THAT THOU GOEST. AND IMMEDIATELY HE FELL DOWN, AND DIED. AND THE PARENTS OF THE DEAD BOY, WHO HAD SEEN WHAT HAPPENED, CRIED OUT, SAYING: WHERE DOES THIS CHILD COME FROM? IT IS MANIFEST THAT EVERY WORD THAT HE SAYS IS TRUE, AND IT IS OFTEN ACCOMPLISHED BEFORE HE SPEAKS. AND THE PARENTS OF THE DEAD BOY CAME TO JOSEPH, AND SAID TO HIM: TAKE AWAY THAT JESUS FROM THIS PLACE, FOR HE CANNOT LIVE WITH US IN THIS TOWN, OR AT LEAST TEACH HIM TO [SEXLESSLY] BLESS, AND NOT TO [SEXLESSLY] CURSE. AND JOSEPH CAME UP TO JESUS, AND ADMONISHED HIM, SAYING: WHY DOEST THOU SUCH THINGS? FOR ALREADY MANY ARE IN GRIEF AND AGAINST THEE, AND HATE US ON THY ACCOUNT, AND WE ENDURE THE REPROACHES OF MEN BECAUSE OF THEE. AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO JOSEPH: NO ONE IS A WISE SON BUT HE WHOM HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH TAUGHT, ACCORDING TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THIS TIME, AND A FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] CURSE CAN HURT NONE BUT [SEXUAL] EVIL-DOERS. THEN THEY CAME TOGETHER AGAINST JESUS, AND ACCUSED HIM TO JOSEPH. WHEN JOSEPH SAW THIS, HE WAS IN GREAT TERROR, FEARING THE [SEXUAL] VIOLENCE AND [SEXUAL] UPROAR OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. AND THE SAME HOUR JESUS SEIZED THE DEAD BOY BY THE EAR, AND LIFTED HIM UP FROM THE EARTH IN THE SIGHT OF ALL: AND THEY SAW JESUS SPEAKING TO HIM LIKE A FATHER TO HIS SON. AND HIS SPIRIT CAME BACK TO HIM, AND HE REVIVED. AND ALL OF THEM WONDERED.
CHAPTER 30: NOW A CERTAIN JEWISH SCHOOLMASTER NAMED ZACHYAS [1] HEARD JESUS THUS SPEAKING, AND SEEING THAT HE COULD NOT BE OVERCOME, FROM KNOWING THE POWER THAT WAS IN HIM, [2] HE BECAME ANGRY, AND BEGAN RUDELY AND FOOLISHLY, AND WITHOUT FEAR, TO SPEAK AGAINST JOSEPH. AND HE SAID: DOST THOU NOT WISH TO ENTRUST ME WITH THY SON, THAT HE MAY BE INSTRUCTED IN HUMAN LEARNING AND IN REVERENCE? BUT I SEE THAT MARY AND THYSELF HAVE MORE REGARD FOR YOUR SON THAN FOR WHAT THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL SAY AGAINST HIM. YOU SHOULD HAVE GIVEN MORE HONOUR TO US, THE ELDERS OF THE WHOLE CHURCH OF ISRAEL, BOTH THAT HE MIGHT BE ON TERMS OF MUTUAL AFFECTION WITH THE CHILDREN, AND THAT AMONG US HE MIGHT BE INSTRUCTED IN JEWISH LEARNING. JOSEPH, ON THE OTHER HAND, SAID TO HIM: AND IS THERE ANY ONE WHO CAN KEEP THIS CHILD, AND TEACH HIM? BUT IF THOU CANST KEEP HIM AND TEACH HIM, WE BY NO MEANS HINDER HIM FROM BEING TAUGHT BY THEE THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE LEARNED BY ALL. AND JESUS, HAVING HEARD WHAT ZACHYAS HAD SAID, ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM: THE PRECEPTS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH THOU HAST JUST SPOKEN OF, AND ALL THE THINGS THAT THOU HAST NAMED, MUST BE KEPT BY THOSE WHO ARE INSTRUCTED IN HUMAN LEARNING, BUT I AM A STRANGER TO YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW-COURTS, BECAUSE I HAVE NO FATHER AFTER THE FLESH. THOU WHO READEST THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND ART LEARNED IN IT, ABIDEST IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BUT I WAS BEFORE THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BUT SINCE THOU THINKEST THAT NO ONE IS EQUAL TO THEE IN LEARNING, THOU SHALT BE TAUGHT BY ME, THAT NO OTHER CAN TEACH ANYTHING BUT THOSE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST NAMED. BUT HE ALONE CAN WHO IS WORTHY. [3] FOR WHEN I SHALL BE EXALTED ON EARTH, I WILL CAUSE TO CEASE ALL MENTION OF YOUR GENEALOGY. FOR THOU KNOWEST NOT WHEN THOU WAST BORN: I ALONE KNOW WHEN YOU WERE BORN, AND HOW LONG YOUR LIFE ON EARTH WILL BE. THEN ALL WHO HEARD THESE WORDS WERE STRUCK WITH ASTONISHMENT, AND CRIED OUT: OH! OH! OH! THIS MARVELLOUSLY GREAT AND WONDERFUL MYSTERY. NEVER HAVE WE HEARD THE LIKE! NEVER HAS IT BEEN HEARD FROM ANY ONE ELSE, NOR HAS IT BEEN SAID OR AT ANY TIME HEARD BY THE PROPHETS, OR THE PHARISEES, OR THE SCRIBES. WE KNOW WHENCE HE IS SPRUNG, AND HE IS SCARCELY FIVE YEARS OLD, AND WHENCE DOES HE SPEAK THESE WORDS? THE PHARISEES ANSWERED: WE HAVE NEVER HEARD SUCH WORDS SPOKEN BY ANY OTHER CHILD SO YOUNG. AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM: AT THIS DO YE WONDER, THAT SUCH THINGS ARE SAID BY A CHILD? WHY, THEN, DO YE NOT BELIEVE ME IN THOSE THINGS WHICH I HAVE SAID TO YOU? AND YOU ALL WONDER BECAUSE I SAID TO YOU THAT I KNOW WHEN YOU WERE BORN. I WILL TELL YOU GREATER THINGS, THAT YOU MAY WONDER MORE. I HAVE SEEN ABRAHAM, WHOM YOU CALL YOUR FATHER, AND HAVE SPOKEN WITH HIM, AND HE HAS SEEN ME. [4] AND WHEN THEY HEARD THIS, THEY HELD THEIR TONGUES, NOR DID ANY OF THEM DARE TO SPEAK. AND JESUS SAID TO THEM: I HAVE BEEN AMONG YOU WITH CHILDREN, AND YOU HAVE NOT KNOWN ME, I HAVE SPOKEN TO YOU AS TO WISE MEN, AND YOU HAVE NOT UNDERSTOOD MY WORDS, BECAUSE YOU ARE YOUNGER THAN I AM, [5] AND OF LITTLE FAITH.
CHAPTER 31: A SECOND TIME THE MASTER ZACHYAS, DOCTOR OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, SAID TO JOSEPH AND MARY: GIVE ME THE BOY, AND I SHALL HAND HIM OVER TO MASTER LEVI, WHO SHALL TEACH HIM HIS LETTERS AND INSTRUCT HIM. THEN JOSEPH AND MARY, SOOTHING JESUS, TOOK HIM TO THE SCHOOLS, THAT HE MIGHT BE TAUGHT HIS LETTERS BY OLD LEVI. AND AS SOON AS HE WENT IN, HE HELD HIS TONGUE. AND THE MASTER LEVI SAID ONE LETTER TO JESUS, AND, BEGINNING FROM THE FIRST LETTER ALEPH, SAID TO HIM: ANSWER. BUT JESUS WAS SILENT, AND ANSWERED NOTHING. WHEREFORE THE PRECEPTOR LEVI WAS ANGRY, AND SEIZED HIS STORAX-TREE ROD, AND STRUCK HIM ON THE HEAD. AND JESUS SAID TO THE TEACHER LEVI: WHY DOST THOU STRIKE ME? THOU SHALL KNOW IN TRUTH, THAT HE WHO IS STRUCK CAN TEACH HIM WHO STRIKES HIM MORE THAN HE CAN BE TAUGHT BY HIM. FOR I CAN TEACH YOU THOSE VERY THINGS THAT YOU ARE SAYING. BUT ALL THESE ARE BLIND WHO SPEAK AND HEAR, LIKE SOUNDING BRASS OR TINKLING CYMBAL, IN WHICH THERE IS NO PERCEPTION OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE MEANT BY THEIR SOUND. [6] AND JESUS IN ADDITION SAID TO ZACHYAS: EVERY LETTER FROM ALEPH EVEN TO THET [7] IS KNOWN BY ITS ARRANGEMENT. SAY THOU FIRST, THEREFORE, WHAT THET IS, AND I WILL TELL THEE WHAT ALEPH IS. AND AGAIN, JESUS SAID TO THEM: THOSE WHO DO NOT KNOW ALEPH, HOW CAN THEY SAY THET, THE HYPOCRITES? TELL ME WHAT THE FIRST ONE, ALEPH, IS, AND I SHALL THEN BELIEVE YOU WHEN YOU HAVE SAID BETH. AND JESUS BEGAN TO ASK THE NAMES OF THE LETTERS ONE BY ONE, AND SAID: LET THE MASTER OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW TELL US WHAT THE FIRST LETTER IS, OR WHY IT HAS MANY TRIANGLES, GRADATE, SUBACUTE, MEDIATE, OBDUCED, PRODUCED, ERECT, PROSTRATE, CURVISTRATE. [1] AND WHEN LEVI HEARD THIS, HE WAS THUNDERSTRUCK AT SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT OF THE NAMES OF THE LETTERS. THEN HE BEGAN IN THE HEATING OF ALL TO CRY OUT, AND SAY: OUGHT SUCH A ONE TO LIVE ON THE EARTH? YEA, HE OUGHT TO BE HUNG ON THE GREAT CROSS. FOR HE CAN PUT OUT FIRE, AND MAKE SPORT OF OTHER MODES OF PUNISHMENT. I THINK THAT HE LIVED BEFORE THE FLOOD, AND WAS BORN BEFORE THE DELUGE. FOR WHAT WOMB BORE HIM? OR WHAT MOTHER BROUGHT HIM FORTH? OR WHAT BREASTS GAVE HIM SUCK? I FLEE BEFORE HIM, I AM NOT ABLE TO WITHSTAND THE WORDS FROM HIS MOUTH, BUT MY HEART IS ASTOUNDED TO HEAR SUCH WORDS. I DO NOT THINK THAT ANY MAN CAN UNDERSTAND WHAT HE SAYS, EXCEPT GOD WERE WITH HIM. NOW I, UNFORTUNATE WRETCH, HAVE GIVEN MYSELF UP TO BE A LAUGHING-STOCK TO HIM. FOR WHEN I THOUGHT I HAD A SCHOLAR, I, NOT KNOWING HIM, HAVE FOUND MY MASTER. WHAT SHALL I SAY? I CANNOT WITHSTAND THE WORDS OF THIS CHILD: I SHALL NOW FLEE FROM THIS TOWN, BECAUSE I CANNOT UNDERSTAND THEM. AN OLD MAN LIKE ME HAS BEEN BEATEN BY A BOY, BECAUSE I CAN FIND NEITHER BEGINNING NOR END OF WHAT HE SAYS. FOR IT IS NO EASY MATTER TO FIND A BEGINNING OF HIMSELF. [2] I TELL YOU OF A CERTAINTY, I AM NOT LYING, THAT TO MY EYES THE PROCEEDINGS OF THIS BOY, THE COMMENCEMENT OF HIS [SEXLESS] CONVERSATION, AND THE UPSHOT OF HIS [SEXLESS] INTENTION, SEEM TO HAVE NOTHING IN COMMON WITH MORTAL MAN. HERE THEN I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER HE BE A [PERMISSIBLE] WIZARD OR A GOD, OR AT LEAST AN ANGEL OF GOD SPEAKS IN HIM. WHENCE HE IS, OR WHERE HE COMES FROM, OR WHO HE WILL TURN OUT TO BE, I KNOW NOT. THEN JESUS, SMILING AT HIM WITH A JOYFUL COUNTENANCE, SAID IN A COMMANDING VOICE TO ALL THE SONS OF ISRAEL STANDING BY AND HEARING: LET THE UNFRUITFUL BRING FORTH FRUIT, AND THE BLIND SEE, AND THE LAME WALK RIGHT, AND THE POOR ENJOY THE GOOD THINGS OF THIS LIFE, AND THE DEAD LIVE, THAT EACH MAY RETURN TO HIS ORIGINAL STATE, AND ABIDE IN HIM WHO IS THE ROOT OF LIFE AND OF PERPETUAL SWEETNESS. AND WHEN THE CHILD JESUS HAD SAID THIS, FORTHWITH ALL WHO HAD FALLEN UNDER MALIGNANT [SEXUAL] DISEASES WERE RESTORED. AND THEY DID NOT DARE TO SAY ANYTHING MORE TO HIM, OR TO HEAR ANYTHING FROM HIM.
CHAPTER 32: AFTER THESE THINGS, JOSEPH AND MARY DEPARTED THENCE WITH JESUS INTO THE CITY OF NAZARETH, AND HE REMAINED THERE WITH HIS PARENTS. AND ON THE FIRST OF THE WEEK, WHEN JESUS WAS PLAYING WITH THE CHILDREN ON THE ROOF OF A CERTAIN HOUSE, IT HAPPENED THAT ONE OF THE CHILDREN PUSHED ANOTHER DOWN FROM THE ROOF TO THE GROUND, AND HE WAS KILLED. AND THE PARENTS OF THE DEAD BOY, WHO HAD NOT SEEN THIS, CRIED OUT AGAINST JOSEPH AND MARY, SAYING: YOUR SON HAS THROWN OUR SON DOWN TO THE GROUND, AND HE IS DEAD. BUT JESUS WAS SILENT, AND ANSWERED THEM NOTHING. AND JOSEPH AND MARY CAME IN HASTE TO JESUS, AND HIS MOTHER ASKED HIM, SAYING: MY LORD, TELL ME IF THOU DIDST THROW HIM DOWN. AND IMMEDIATELY JESUS WENT DOWN FROM THE ROOF TO THE GROUND, AND CALLED THE BOY BY HIS NAME, ZENO. AND HE ANSWERED HIM: MY LORD. AND JESUS SAID TO HIM: WAS IT I THAT THREW THEE DOWN FROM THE ROOF TO THE GROUND? AND HE SAID: NO, MY LORD. AND THE PARENTS OF THE BOY WHO HAD BEEN DEAD WONDERED, AND HONOURED JESUS FOR THE MIRACLE THAT HAD BEEN WROUGHT. AND JOSEPH AND MARY DEPARTED THENCE WITH JESUS TO JERICHO.
CHAPTER 33: NOW JESUS WAS SIX YEARS OLD, AND HIS MOTHER SENT HIM WITH A PITCHER TO THE FOUNTAIN TO DRAW WATER WITH THE CHILDREN. AND IT CAME TO PASS, AFTER HE HAD DRAWN THE WATER, THAT ONE OF THE CHILDREN CAME AGAINST HIM, AND STRUCK THE PITCHER, AND BROKE IT. BUT JESUS STRETCHED OUT THE CLOAK WHICH HE HAD ON, AND TOOK UP IN HIS CLOAK AS MUCH WATER AS THERE HAD BEEN IN THE PITCHER, AND CARRIED IT TO HIS MOTHER. AND WHEN SHE SAW IT, SHE WONDERED, AND REFLECTED WITHIN HERSELF, AND LAID UP ALL THESE THINGS IN HER HEART. 
CHAPTER 34: [3] AGAIN, ON A CERTAIN DAY, HE WENT FORTH INTO THE FIELD, AND TOOK A LITTLE WHEAT FROM HIS MOTHER'S BARN, AND SOWED IT HIMSELF. AND IT SPRANG UP, AND GREW, AND MULTIPLIED EXCEEDINGLY. AND AT LAST IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE HIMSELF [7 YEARS OF AGE] REAPED IT, AND GATHERED AS THE PRODUCE OF IT THREE KORS, [4] AND GAVE IT TO HIS NUMEROUS ACQUAINTANCES. 
CHAPTER 35: [5] THERE IS A ROAD GOING OUT OF JERICHO AND LEADING TO THE RIVER JORDAN, TO THE PLACE WHERE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL CROSSED: AND THERE THE ARK OF THE COVENANT IS SAID TO HAVE RESTED. AND JESUS WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD, AND HE WENT OUT OF JERICHO, AND WENT TOWARDS THE JORDAN. AND THERE WAS BESIDE THE ROAD, NEAR THE BANK OF THE JORDAN, A CAVE WHERE A LIONESS WAS NURSING HER CUBS, AND NO ONE WAS SAFE TO WALK THAT WAY. JESUS THEN, COMING FROM JERICHO, AND KNOWING THAT IN THAT CAVE THE LIONESS BAD BROUGHT FORTH HER YOUNG, WENT INTO IT IN THE SIGHT OF ALL. AND WHEN THE LIONS SAW JESUS, THEY RAN TO MEET HIM, AND ADORED HIM. AND JESUS WAS SITTING IN THE CAVERN, AND THE LION'S CUBS RAN HITHER AND THITHER ROUND HIS FEET, FAWNING UPON HIM, AND SPORTING. AND THE OLDER LIONS, WITH THEIR HEADS BOWED DOWN, STOOD AT A DISTANCE, AND ADORED HIM, AND FAWNED UPON HIM WITH THEIR TAILS. THEN THE PEOPLE WHO WERE STANDING AFAR OFF, NOT SEEING JESUS, SAID: UNLESS HE OR HIS PARENTS HAD COMMITTED GRIEVOUS [SEXUAL] SINS, HE WOULD NOT OF HIS OWN ACCORD HAVE OFFERED HIMSELF UP TO THE LIONS. AND WHEN THE PEOPLE WERE THUS REFLECTING WITHIN THEMSELVES, AND WERE LYING UNDER GREAT SORROW, BEHOLD, ON A SUDDEN, IN THE SIGHT OF THE PEOPLE, JESUS CAME OUT OF THE CAVE, AND THE LIONS WENT BEFORE HIM, AND THE LION'S CUBS PLAYED WITH EACH OTHER BEFORE HIS FEET. AND THE PARENTS OF JESUS STOOD AFAR OFF, WITH THEIR HEADS BOWED DOWN, AND WATCHED, LIKEWISE ALSO THE PEOPLE STOOD AT A DISTANCE, ON ACCOUNT OF THE LIONS, FOR THEY DID NOT DARE TO COME CLOSE TO THEM. THEN JESUS BEGAN TO SAY TO THE PEOPLE: HOW MUCH BETTER ARE THE BEASTS THAN YOU, SEEING THAT THEY RECOGNISE THEIR LORD, AND GLORIFY HIM, WHILE YOU MEN, WHO HAVE BEEN MADE AFTER THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE AND [SEXLESS] LIKENESS OF GOD, DO NOT KNOW HIM! BEASTS KNOW ME, AND ARE TAME, MEN SEE ME, AND DO NOT ACKNOWLEDGE ME.
CHAPTER 36: AFTER THESE THINGS JESUS [9 YEARS OF AGE] CROSSED THE JORDAN, IN THE SIGHT OF THEM ALL, WITH THE LIONS, AND THE WATER OF THE JORDAN WAS DIVIDED ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON THE LEFT. [1] THEN HE SAID TO THE LIONS, IN THE HEARING OF ALL: GO IN PEACE, AND HURT NO ONE, BUT NEITHER LET MAN INJURE YOU, UNTIL YOU RETURN TO THE PLACE WHENCE YOU HAVE COME FORTH. AND THEY, BIDDING HIM FAREWELL, NOT ONLY WITH THEIR GESTURES BUT WITH THEIR VOICES, WENT TO THEIR OWN PLACE. BUT JESUS RETURNED TO HIS MOTHER.
CHAPTER 37: NOW JOSEPH [2] WAS A CARPENTER, AND USED TO MAKE NOTHING ELSE OF WOOD BUT OX-YOKES, AND PLOUGHS, AND IMPLEMENTS OF HUSBANDRY, AND WOODEN BEDS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT A CERTAIN YOUNG MAN ORDERED HIM TO MAKE FOR HIM A COUCH SIX CUBITS LONG. AND JOSEPH COMMANDED HIS SERVANT [3] TO CUT THE WOOD WITH AN IRON SAW, ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE WHICH HE HAD SENT. BUT HE DID NOT KEEP TO THE PRESCRIBED MEASURE, BUT MADE ONE PIECE OF WOOD SHORTER THAN THE OTHER. AND JOSEPH WAS IN PERPLEXITY, AND BEGAN TO CONSIDER WHAT HE WAS TO DO ABOUT THIS. AND WHEN JESUS [10 YEARS OF AGE] SAW HIM IN THIS STATE OF COGITATION, SEEING THAT IT WAS A MATTER OF IMPOSSIBILITY TO HIM, HE ADDRESSES HIM WITH WORDS OF COMFORT, SAYING: COME, LET US TAKE HOLD OF THE ENDS OF THE PIECES OF WOOD, AND LET US PUT THEM TOGETHER, END TO END, AND LET US FIT THEM EXACTLY TO EACH OTHER, AND DRAW TO US, FOR WE SHALL BE ABLE TO MAKE THEM EQUAL. THEN JOSEPH DID WHAT HE WAS BID, FOR HE KNEW THAT HE COULD DO WHATEVER HE WISHED. AND JOSEPH TOOK HOLD OF THE ENDS OF THE PIECES OF WOOD, AND BROUGHT THEM TOGETHER AGAINST THE WALL NEXT HIMSELF, AND JESUS TOOK HOLD OF THE OTHER ENDS OF THE PIECES OF WOOD, AND DREW THE SHORTER PIECE TO HIM, AND MADE IT OF THE SAME LENGTH AS THE LONGER ONE. AND HE SAID TO JOSEPH: GO AND WORK, AND DO WHAT THOU HAST PROMISED TO DO. AND JOSEPH DID WHAT HE HAD PROMISED. 
CHAPTER 38: [4] AND IT CAME TO PASS A SECOND TIME, THAT JOSEPH AND MARY WERE ASKED BY THE PEOPLE THAT JESUS [11 YEARS OF AGE] SHOULD BE TAUGHT HIS LETTERS IN SCHOOL. THEY DID NOT REFUSE TO DO SO, AND ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF THE ELDERS, THEY TOOK HIM TO A MASTER TO BE INSTRUCTED IN HUMAN LEARNING. THEN THE MASTER BEGAN TO TEACH HIM IN AN IMPERIOUS TONE, SAYING: SAY ALPHA. [5] AND JESUS SAID TO HIM: DO THOU TELL ME FIRST WHAT BETHA IS, AND I WILL TELL THEE WHAT ALPHA IS. AND UPON THIS THE MASTER GOT ANGRY AND STRUCK JESUS, AND NO SOONER HAD HE STRUCK HIM, THEN HE FELL DOWN DEAD. AND JESUS WENT HOME AGAIN TO HIS MOTHER. AND JOSEPH, BEING AFRAID, CALLED MARY TO HIM, AND SAID TO HER: KNOW OF A SURETY THAT MY SOUL IS SORROWFUL EVEN UNTO DEATH ON ACCOUNT OF THIS CHILD. FOR IT IS VERY LIKELY THAT AT SOME TIME OR OTHER SOME ONE WILL STRIKE HIM IN MALICE, AND HE WILL DIE. BUT MARY ANSWERED AND SAID: O MAN OF GOD! DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THIS IS POSSIBLE. YOU MAY BELIEVE TO A CERTAINTY THAT HE WHO HAS SENT HIM TO BE BORN AMONG MEN WILL HIMSELF GUARD HIM FROM ALL [SEXUAL] MISCHIEF, AND WILL IN HIS OWN NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] PRESERVE HIM FROM [SEXUAL] EVIL.
CHAPTER 39: AGAIN, THE JEWS ASKED MARY AND JOSEPH A THIRD TIME TO COAX HIM TO GO TO ANOTHER MASTER TO LEARN. AND JOSEPH AND MARY, FEARING THE PEOPLE, AND THE OVERBEARING OF THE PRINCES, AND THE [SEXUAL] THREATS OF THE PRIESTS, LED HIM AGAIN TO SCHOOL, KNOWING THAT HE COULD LEARN NOTHING FROM MAN, BECAUSE HE HAD PERFECT KNOWLEDGE FROM GOD ONLY. AND WHEN JESUS [12 YEARS OF AGE] HAD ENTERED THE SCHOOL, LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, HE TOOK THE BOOK OUT OF THE HAND OF THE MASTER WHO WAS TEACHING THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND IN THE SIGHT AND HEARING OF ALL THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO READ, NOT INDEED WHAT WAS WRITTEN IN THEIR BOOK, BUT HE SPOKE IN THE SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD, AS IF A STREAM OF WATER WERE GUSHING FORTH FROM A LIVING FOUNTAIN, AND THE FOUNTAIN REMAINED ALWAYS FULL. AND WITH SUCH POWER HE TAUGHT THE PEOPLE THE GREAT THINGS OF THE LIVING GOD, THAT THE MASTER HIMSELF FELL TO THE GROUND AND ADORED HIM. AND THE HEART OF THE PEOPLE WHO SAT AND HEARD HIM SAYING SUCH THINGS WAS TURNED INTO ASTONISHMENT. AND WHEN JOSEPH HEARD OF THIS, HE CAME RUNNING TO JESUS, FEARING THAT THE MASTER HIMSELF WAS DEAD. AND WHEN THE MASTER SAW HIM, HE SAID TO HIM: THOU HAST GIVEN ME NOT A SCHOLAR, BUT A MASTER, AND WHO CAN WITHSTAND HIS WORDS? THEN WAS FULFILLED THAT WHICH WAS SPOKEN BY THE PSALMIST: THE RIVER OF GOD IS FULL OF WATER: THOU HAST PREPARED THEM CORN, FOR SO IS THE PROVISION FOR IT. 
CHAPTER 40: [1] AFTER THESE THINGS JOSEPH DEPARTED THENCE WITH MARY AND JESUS TO GO INTO CAPERNAUM BY THE SEA-SHORE, ON ACCOUNT OF THE MALICE OF HIS ADVERSARIES. AND WHEN JESUS WAS LIVING IN CAPERNAUM, THERE WAS IN THE CITY A MAN NAMED JOSEPH, EXCEEDINGLY RICH. BUT HE HAD WASTED AWAY UNDER HIS INFIRMITY, AND DIED, AND WAS LYING DEAD IN HIS COUCH. AND WHEN JESUS HEARD THEM IN THE CITY MOURNING, AND WEEPING, AND LAMENTING OVER THE DEAD MAN, HE SAID TO JOSEPH: WHY DOST THOU NOT AFFORD THE BENEFIT OF THY FAVOUR TO THIS MAN, SEEING THAT HE IS CALLED BY THY NAME? AND JOSEPH ANSWERED HIM: HOW HAVE I ANY POWER OR ABILITY TO AFFORD HIM A BENEFIT? AND JESUS [13 YEARS OF AGE] SAID TO HIM: TAKE THE HANDKERCHIEF WHICH IS UPON THY HEAD, AND GO AND PUT IT ON THE FACE OF THE DEAD MAN, AND SAY TO HIM: CHRIST HEAL THEE, AND IMMEDIATELY THE DEAD MAN WILL BE HEALED, AND WILL RISE FROM HIS COUCH. AND WHEN JOSEPH HEARD THIS, HE WENT AWAY AT THE COMMAND OF JESUS, AND RAN, AND ENTERED THE HOUSE OF THE DEAD MAN, AND PUT THE HANDKERCHIEF WHICH HE WAS WEARING ON HIS HEAD UPON THE FACE OF HIM WHO WAS LYING IN THE COUCH, AND SAID: JESUS HEAL THEE. AND FORTHWITH THE DEAD MAN ROSE FROM HIS BED, AND ASKED WHO JESUS WAS. 
CHAPTER 41: [2] AND THEY WENT AWAY FROM CAPERNAUM INTO THE CITY WHICH IS CALLED BETHLEHEM, AND JOSEPH LIVED WITH MARY IN HIS OWN HOUSE, AND JESUS WITH THEM. AND ON A CERTAIN DAY JOSEPH CALLED TO HIM HIS FIRST-BORN SON JAMES, [3] AND SENT HIM INTO THE VEGETABLE GARDEN TO GATHER VEGETABLES FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING BROTH. AND JESUS FOLLOWED HIS BROTHER JAMES INTO THE GARDEN, BUT JOSEPH AND MARY DID NOT KNOW THIS. AND WHILE JAMES WAS COLLECTING THE VEGETABLES, A VIPER SUDDENLY CAME OUT OF A HOLE AND STRUCK HIS HAND, [4] AND HE BEGAN TO CRY OUT FROM EXCESSIVE PAIN. AND, BECOMING EXHAUSTED, HE SAID, WITH A BITTER CRY: ALAS! ALAS! AN ACCURSED VIPER HAS STRUCK MY HAND. AND JESUS [14 YEARS OF AGE], WHO WAS STANDING OPPOSITE TO HIM, AT THE BITTER CRY RAN UP TO JAMES, AND TOOK HOLD OF HIS HAND, AND ALL THAT HE DID WAS TO BLOW ON THE HAND OF JAMES, AND COOL IT: AND IMMEDIATELY JAMES WAS HEALED, AND THE SERPENT DIED. AND JOSEPH AND MARY DID NOT KNOW WHAT HAD BEEN DONE, BUT AT THE CRY OF JAMES, AND THE COMMAND OF JESUS, THEY RAN TO THE GARDEN, AND FOUND THE SERPENT ALREADY DEAD, AND JAMES QUITE CURED.
CHAPTER 42: AND JOSEPH HAVING COME TO A FEAST WITH HIS SONS, JAMES, JOSEPH, AND JUDAH, AND SIMEON AND HIS TWO DAUGHTERS, JESUS MET THEM, WITH MARY HIS MOTHER, ALONG WITH HER SISTER MARY OF CLEOPHAS, WHOM THE LORD GOD HAD GIVEN TO HER FATHER CLEOPHAS AND HER MOTHER ANNA, BECAUSE THEY HAD OFFERED MARY THE MOTHER OF JESUS TO THE LORD. AND SHE WAS CALLED BY THE SAME NAME, MARY, FOR THE CONSOLATION OF HER PARENTS. [5] AND WHEN THEY HAD COME TOGETHER, JESUS [15 YEARS OF AGE] SANCTIFIED AND BLESSED THEM, AND HE WAS THE FIRST TO BEGIN TO EAT AND DRINK, FOR NONE OF THEM DARED TO EAT OR DRINK, OR TO SIT AT TABLE, OR TO BREAK BREAD, UNTIL HE HAD SANCTIFIED THEM, AND FIRST DONE SO. AND IF HE HAPPENED TO BE ABSENT, THEY USED TO WAIT UNTIL HE SHOULD DO THIS. AND WHEN HE DID NOT WISH TO COME FOR REFRESHMENT, NEITHER JOSEPH NOR MARY, NOR THE SONS OF JOSEPH, HIS BROTHERS, CAME. AND, INDEED, THESE BROTHERS, KEEPING HIS LIFE AS A LAMP BEFORE THEIR EYES, OBSERVED HIM, AND FEARED HIM. AND WHEN JESUS SLEPT, WHETHER BY DAY OR BY NIGHT, THE BRIGHTNESS OF GOD [SIRACH 23:19] SHONE UPON HIM. TO WHOM BE ALL PRAISE AND GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN, AMEN.
INFANCY GOSPEL OF THOMAS
I. I, THOMAS THE ISRAELITE, HAVE THOUGHT IT NEEDFUL TO MAKE KNOWN UNTO ALL THE BRETHREN THAT ARE OF THE GENTILES THE MIGHTY WORKS OF CHILDHOOD WHICH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST WROUGHT WHEN HE WAS CONVERSANT IN THE BODY, AND CAME UNTO THE CITY OF NAZARETH IN THE FIFTH YEAR OF HIS AGE.
II. 1 ON A CERTAIN DAY WHEN THERE HAD FALLEN A SHOWER OF RAIN HE WENT FORTH OF THE HOUSE WHERE HIS MOTHER WAS AND PLAYED UPON THE GROUND WHERE THE WATERS WERE RUNNING: AND HE MADE POOLS, AND THE WATERS FLOWED DOWN, AND THE POOLS WERE FILLED WITH WATER. THEN SAITH HE: I WILL THAT YE BECOME CLEAN AND WHOLESOME WATERS. AND STRAIGHTWAY THEY DID SO. 2 BUT A CERTAIN SON OF ANNAS THE SCRIBE PASSED BY BEARING A BRANCH OF WILLOW, AND HE OVERTHREW THE POOLS WITH THE BRANCH, AND THE WATERS WERE POURED OUT. AND JESUS TURNED ABOUT AND SAID UNTO HIM: O UNGODLY AND DISOBEDIENT ONE, WHAT HURT HAVE THE POOLS DONE THEE THAT THOU HAST EMPTIED THEM? THOU SHALT NOT FINISH THY COURSE, AND THOU SHALT BE WITHERED UP EVEN AS THE BRANCH WHICH THOU HAST IN HAND. 3 AND HE WENT ON, AND AFTER A LITTLE HE [SEXUALLY] FELL AND GAVE UP THE GHOST. AND WHEN THE YOUNG CHILDREN THAT PLAYED WITH HIM SAW IT, THEY MARVELLED AND DEPARTED AND TOLD THE FATHER OF HIM THAT WAS DEAD. AND HE RAN AND FOUND THE CHILD DEAD, AND WENT AND ACCUSED JOSEPH.
III. 1 NOW JESUS MADE OF THAT CLAY TWELVE SPARROWS: AND IT WAS THE SABBATH DAY. AND A CHILD RAN AND TOLD JOSEPH, SAYING: BEHOLD, THY CHILD PLAYETH ABOUT THE BROOK, AND HATH MADE SPARROWS OF THE CLAY, WHICH IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL. 2 AND HE WHEN HE HEARD IT WENT AND SAID TO THE CHILD: WHEREFORE DOEST THOU SO AND PROFANETH THE SABBATH? BUT JESUS ANSWERED HIM NOT, BUT LOOKED UPON THE SPARROWS AND SAID: GO YE, TAKE YOUR FLIGHT, AND REMEMBER ME IN YOUR LIFE. AND AT THE WORD THEY TOOK FLIGHT AND WENT UP INTO THE AIR. AND WHEN JOSEPH SAW IT, HE WAS ASTONISHED.
IV. 1 AND AFTER CERTAIN DAYS, AS JESUS PASSED THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE CITY, A CERTAIN CHILD CAST A STONE AT HIM AND SMOTE HIS SHOULDER. AND JESUS SAID UNTO HIM: THOU SHALT NOT FINISH THY COURSE. AND STRAIGHTWAY HE ALSO FELL DOWN AND DIED. AND THEY THAT WERE THERE WERE AMAZED, SAYING: FROM WHENCE IS THIS CHILD, THAT EVERY WORD WHICH HE SPEAKETH BECOMETH A PERFECT WORK? 2 BUT THEY ALSO DEPARTED AND ACCUSED JOSEPH, SAYING: THOU WILT NOT BE ABLE TO DWELL WITH US IN THIS CITY: BUT IF THOU WILT, TEACH THY CHILD TO [SEXLESSLY] BLESS AND NOT TO [SEXLESSLY] CURSE: FOR VERILY HE SLAYETH OUR CHILDREN: AND EVERY THING THAT HE SAITH BECOMETH A PERFECT WORK.
V. AND AS JOSEPH SAT UPON HIS SEAT, THE CHILD STOOD BEFORE HIM; AND HE TOOK HOLD UPON HIS EAR AND PINCHED IT SORE. BUT JESUS LOOKED UPON HIM EARNESTLY AND SAID: IT SUFFICETH THEE.
VI. 1 AND ON THE MORROW, HE TOOK HIM BY THE HAND AND LED HIM TO A CERTAIN TEACHER, ZACCHAEUS BY NAME, AND SAID UNTO HIM: TAKE THIS CHILD, O MASTER, AND TEACH HIM LETTERS. AND THE OTHER SAID: DELIVER HIM UNTO ME, MY BROTHER, AND I WILL TEACH HIM THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURE, AND I WILL PERSUADE HIM TO [SEXLESSLY] BLESS ALL MEN AND NOT TO [SEXLESSLY] CURSE THEM. 2 AND WHEN JESUS HEARD THAT HE LAUGHED AND SAID UNTO THEM: YE SPEAK THAT YE KNOW, BUT I HAVE KNOWLEDGE MORE THAN YOU, FOR I AM BEFORE THE WORLDS. AND I KNOW WHEN THE FATHERS OF YOUR FATHERS WERE BEGOTTEN, AND I KNOW HOW MANY ARE THE YEARS OF YOUR LIFE. AND EVERY ONE THAT HEARD IT WAS AMAZED. 3 AND AGAIN SAITH JESUS UNTO THEM: MARVEL YE BECAUSE I SAID UNTO YOU THAT I KNOW HOW MANY ARE THE YEARS OF YOUR LIFE? OF A TRUTH I KNOW WHEN THE WORLD WAS CREATED. BEHOLD, NOW YE BELIEVE ME NOT: WHEN YE SHALL SEE MY CROSS THEN WILL YE BELIEVE THAT I SPEAK TRUTH. AND THEY WERE ASTONISHED WHEN THEY HEARD ALL THESE THINGS.
VII. 1 NOW ZACCHAEUS WROTE THE ALPHABET IN HEBREW, AND SAITH UNTO HIM: ALPHA. AND THE YOUNG CHILD SAID: ALPHA. AND AGAIN, THE MASTER SAID: ALPHA, AND THE YOUNG CHILD LIKEWISE. THEN AGAIN, THE THIRD TIME THE MASTER SAID: ALPHA. THEN JESUS LOOKED UPON THE TEACHER AND SAID: THOU THAT KNOWEST NOT THE ALPHA, HOW CANST THOU TEACH ANOTHER THE BETA? AND THE CHILD BEGINNING AT THE ALPHA SAID OF HIS OWN ACCORD THE TWO AND TWENTY LETTERS. 2 AND THEREAFTER SAITH HE: HEAR, O MASTER THE [SEXLESS] ORDINANCE OF THE FIRST LETTER, AND KNOW HOW MANY INCOMINGS AND LINES IT HATH, AND MARKS, COMMON, GOING APART, AND COMING TOGETHER. AND WHEN ZACCHAEUS HEARD SUCH DESIGNATIONS OF THE ONE LETTER HE WAS AMAZED AND HAD NOTHING TO ANSWER, AND TURNING ABOUT HE SAID UNTO JOSEPH: MY BROTHER, THIS CHILD IS OF A TRUTH NOT EARTHLY BORN: TAKE HIM AWAY THEREFORE FROM ME.
VIII. 1 AND AFTER THESE THINGS ONE DAY JESUS WAS PLAYING WITH OTHER BOYS UPON THE TOP OF A HOUSE OF TWO STORIES. AND ONE CHILD WAS PUSHED DOWN BY ANOTHER AND THROWN DOWN TO THE GROUND AND DIED. AND THE BOYS WHICH WERE PLAYING WITH HIM, WHEN THEY SAW IT, FLED, AND JESUS WAS LEFT ALONE STANDING UPON THE ROOF WHENCE THE BOY WAS THROWN DOWN. 2 AND WHEN THE PARENTS OF THE BOY THAT WAS DEAD HEARD OF IT, THEY RAN WEEPING, AND WHEN THEY FOUND THE BOY LYING DEAD UPON THE EARTH AND JESUS STANDING ALONE, THEY SUPPOSED THAT THE BOY HAD BEEN THROWN DOWN BY HIM, AND THEY LOOKED UPON HIM AND REVILED HIM. 3 BUT JESUS, SEEING THAT, LEAPED DOWN STRAIGHTWAY FROM THE UPPER STORY AND STOOD AT THE HEAD OF HIM THAT WAS DEAD AND SAITH TO HIM: ZENO, DID I CAST THEE DOWN? ARISE AND TELL. FOR SO WAS THE BOY CALLED. AND WITH THE WORD THE BOY ROSE UP AND [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED JESUS AND SAID: LORD, THOU DIDST NOT CAST ME DOWN, BUT WHEN I WAS DEAD, THOU DIDST MAKE ME ALIVE.
IX. 1 AND A FEW DAYS AFTER ONE OF THE NEIGHBOURS WAS CLEAVING WOOD AND DID CUT OFF THE SOLE OF HIS FOOT WITH THE AXE, AND BY LOSS OF BLOOD WAS AT THE POINT TO DIE. 2 AND MUCH PEOPLE RAN TOGETHER AND JESUS CAME THITHER WITH THEM. 3 AND HE TOOK HOLD ON THE FOOT OF THE YOUNG MAN THAT WAS SMITTEN, AND HEALED HIM FORTHWITH, AND SAITH UNTO HIM: ARISE, CLEAVE THY WOOD. AND HE AROSE AND WORSHIPPED HIM, GIVING THANKS, AND CLEFT THE WOOD. LIKEWISE, ALSO ALL THEY THAT WERE THERE MARVELLED AND GAVE THANKS UNTO HIM.
X. NOW WHEN HE WAS SIX YEARS OLD, MARY HIS MOTHER SENT HIM TO FETCH WATER FROM THE SPRING: AND AS HE WENT HIS PITCHER WAS BROKEN. AND HE WENT TO THE SPRING AND SPREAD OUT HIS UPPER GARMENT AND DREW WATER OUT OF THE SPRING AND FILLED IT AND TOOK IT AND BROUGHT BACK THE WATER TO HIS MOTHER. AND WHEN SHE SAW IT, WAS AMAZED AND EMBRACED HIM AND KISSED HIM.
XI. 1 AND WHEN HE CAME TO THE EIGHTH YEAR OF HIS AGE JOSEPH WAS REQUIRED BY A CERTAIN RICH MAN TO BUILD HIM A BED, FOR HE WAS A CARPENTER. AND HE WENT FORTH INTO THE FIELD TO GATHER WOOD, AND JESUS ALSO WENT WITH HIM. AND HE CUT TWO BEAMS OF WOOD AND WROUGHT THEM WITH THE AXE, AND SET ONE BESIDE THE OTHER AND MEASURED AND FOUND IT TOO SHORT, AND WHEN HE SAW THAT HE WAS VEXED AND SOUGHT TO FIND ANOTHER. 2 BUT JESUS SEEING IT SAITH UNTO HIM: SET THESE TWO TOGETHER SO THAT THE ENDS OF BOTH BE EVEN. AND JOSEPH, THOUGH HE WAS PERPLEXED CONCERNING THIS, WHAT THE CHILD SHOULD MEAN, DID THAT WHICH WAS COMMANDED. AND HE SAITH AGAIN UNTO HIM: TAKE FIRM HOLD OF THE SHORT BEAM. AND JOSEPH TOOK HOLD ON IT, MARVELLING. THEN JESUS ALSO TOOK HOLD OF THE OTHER END AND PULLED THE [OTHER] END THEREOF AND MADE IT ALSO EQUAL TO THE OTHER BEAM, AND SAITH UNTO JOSEPH: BE NO MORE VEXED, BUT DO THY WORK WITHOUT HINDRANCE. AND HE WHEN HE SAW IT WAS EXCEEDINGLY AMAZED AND SAID WITHIN HIMSELF: BLESSED AM I FOR THAT GOD HATH GIVEN ME SUCH A SON. 3 AND WHEN THEY DEPARTED INTO THE CITY JOSEPH TOLD IT TO MARY, AND SHE WHEN SHE HEARD AND SAW THE WONDERFUL MIGHTY WORKS OF HER SON [JESUS] REJOICED, GLORIFYING HIM WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN] NOW AND FOR EVER AND WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN.
THE 1ST GOSPEL OF THE INFANCY OF JESUS CHRIST
CHAPTER 1: 1 CAIPHAS RELATES THAT JESUS, WHEN IN HIS CRADLE, INFORMED HIS MOTHER THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD. 5 JOSEPH AND MARY GOING TO BETHLEHEM TO BE TAXED, MARY'S TIME OF BRINGING FORTH ARRIVES, AND SHE GOES INTO A CAVE. 8 JOSEPH FETCHES IN A HEBREW WOMAN. THE CAVE FILLED WITH GREAT LIGHTS. 11 THE INFANT BORN, 17 AND CURES THE WOMAN. 19 ARRIVAL OF THE SHEPHERDS. 
THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS WE FOUND IN THE BOOK OF JOSEPH THE HIGH-PRIEST, CALLED BY SOME CAIPHAS: 2 HE RELATES, THAT JESUS SPAKE EVEN WHEN HE WAS IN THE CRADLE, AND SAID TO HIS MOTHER: 3 MARY, I AM JESUS THE SON OF GOD, THAT WORD, WHICH THOU DIDST BRING FORTH ACCORDING TO THE DECLARATION OF THE ANGEL GABRIEL TO THEE, AND MY FATHER HATH SENT ME FOR THE SALVATION OF THE WORLD. 4 IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND NINTH YEAR OF THE ERA OF ALEXANDER, AUGUSTUS PUBLISHED A DECREE THAT ALL PERSONS SHOULD GO TO BE TAXED IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY. 5 JOSEPH THEREFORE AROSE, AND WITH MARY HIS SPOUSE HE WENT TO JERUSALEM, AND THEN CAME TO BETHLEHEM, THAT HE AND HIS FAMILY MIGHT BE TAXED IN THE CITY OF HIS FATHERS. 6 AND WHEN THEY CAME BY THE CAVE, MARY CONFESSED TO JOSEPH THAT HER TIME OF BRINGING FORTH WAS COME, AND SHE COULD NOT GO ON TO THE CITY, AND SAID, LET US GO INTO THIS CAVE. 7 AT THAT TIME THE SUN WAS VERY NEAR GOING DOWN. 8 BUT JOSEPH HASTENED AWAY, THAT HE MIGHT FETCH HER A MIDWIFE, AND WHEN HE SAW AN OLD HEBREW WOMAN WHO WAS OF JERUSALEM, HE SAID TO HER, PRAY COME HITHER, GOOD WOMAN, AND GO INTO THAT CAVE, AND YOU WILL THERE SEE A WOMAN JUST READY TO BRING FORTH. 9 IT WAS AFTER SUNSET, WHEN THE OLD WOMAN AND JOSEPH WITH HER REACHED THE CAVE, AND THEY BOTH WENT INTO IT. 10 AND BEHOLD, IT WAS ALL FILLED WITH LIGHTS, GREATER THAN THE LIGHT OF LAMPS AND CANDLES, AND GREATER THAN THE LIGHT OF THE SUN ITSELF. 11 THE INFANT WAS THEN WRAPPED UP IN SWADDLING CLOTHES, AND SUCKING THE BREASTS OF HIS MOTHER ST. MARY. 12 WHEN THEY BOTH SAW THIS LIGHT, THEY WERE SURPRISED, THE OLD WOMAN ASKED ST. MARY, ART THOU THE MOTHER OF THIS CHILD? 13 ST. MARY REPLIED, SHE, WAS. 14 ON WHICH THE OLD WOMAN SAID, THOU ART VERY DIFFERENT FROM ALL OTHER WOMEN. 15 ST. MARY ANSWERED, AS THERE IS NOT ANY CHILD LIKE TO MY SON, SO NEITHER IS THERE ANY WOMAN LIKE TO HIS MOTHER. 16 THE OLD WOMAN ANSWERED, AND SAID, O MY LADY, I AM COME HITHER THAT I MAY OBTAIN AN EVERLASTING REWARD. 17 THEN OUR LADY ST. MARY SAID TO HER, LAY THINE HANDS UPON THE INFANT, WHICH, WHEN SHE HAD DONE, SHE BECAME WHOLE. 18 AND AS SHE WAS GOING FORTH, SHE SAID, FROM HENCEFORTH, ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE, I WILL ATTEND UPON AND BE A SERVANT OF THIS INFANT. 19 AFTER THIS, WHEN THE SHEPHERDS CAME, AND HAD MADE A FIRE, AND THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY REJOICEING, THE HEAVENLY HOST APPEARED TO THEM, PRAISING AND ADORING THE SUPREME GOD. 20 AND AS THE SHEPHERDS WERE ENGAGED IN THE SAME EMPLOYMENT, THE CAVE AT THAT TIME SEEMED LIKE A GLORIOUS TEMPLE, BECAUSE BOTH THE TONGUES OF ANGELS AND MEN UNITED TO ADORE AND MAGNIFY GOD, ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXLESS] BIRTH OF THE LORD CHRIST. 21 BUT WHEN THE OLD HEBREW WOMAN SAW ALL THESE EVIDENT MIRACLES, SHE GAVE PRAISES TO GOD, AND SAID, I THANK THEE, O GOD, THOU GOD OF ISRAEL, FOR THAT MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THE [SEXLESS] BIRTH OF THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD. 
CHAPTER 2: 1 THE CHILD CIRCUMCISED IN THE CAVE, 2 AND THE OLD WOMAN PRESERVING HIS FORESKIN OR NAVEL-STRING IN A BOX OF SPIKENARD, MARY AFTERWARDS ANNOINTS CHRIST WITH IT. 5 CHRIST BROUGHT TO THE TEMPLE, 6 HE SHINES, 7 AND ANGELS STAND AROUND HIM ADORING. 8 SIMEON PRAISES CHRIST. 
AND WHEN THE TIME OF HIS CIRCUMCISION WAS COME: NAMELY, THE EIGHTH DAY, ON WHICH THE [SEXLESS] LAW COMMANDED THE CHILD TO BE CIRCUMCISED, THEY CIRCUMCISED HIM IN THE CAVE. 2 AND THE OLD HEBREW WOMAN TOOK THE FORESKIN (OTHERS SAY SHE TOOK THE NAVEL-STRING), AND PRESERVED IT IN AN ALABASTER-BOX OF OLD OIL OF SPIKENARD. 3 AND SHE HAD A SON WHO WAS A DRUGGIST, TO WHOM SHE SAID, TAKE HEED THOU SELL NOT THIS ALABASTER-BOX OF SPIKENARD-OINTMENT, ALTHOUGH THOU SHOULDST BE OFFERED THREE HUNDRED PENCE FOR IT. 4 NOW THIS IS THAT ALABASTER-BOX WHICH MARY [MAGDALENE] THE [SEXUAL] SINNER PROCURED, AND POURED FORTH THE OINTMENT OUT OF IT UPON THE HEAD AND THE FEET OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND WIPED THEM OFF WITH THE HAIRS OF HER HEAD. 5 THEN AFTER TEN DAYS THEY BROUGHT HIM TO JERUSALEM, AND ON THE FORTIETH DAY FROM HIS [SEXLESS] BIRTH THEY PRESENTED HIM IN THE TEMPLE BEFORE THE LORD, MAKING THE PROPER OFFERINGS FOR HIM, ACCORDING TO THE REQUIREMENT OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES: NAMELY, THAT EVERY MALE WHICH OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY UNTO GOD. 6 AT THAT TIME OLD SIMEON SAW HIM SHINING AS A PILLAR OF LIGHT, WHEN ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, HIS MOTHER, CARRIED HIM IN HER ARMS, AND WAS FILLED WITH THE GREATEST [SEXLESS] PLEASURE AT THE SIGHT. 7 AND THE ANGELS STOOD AROUND HIM, ADORING HIM, AS A KING'S GUARDS STAND AROUND HIM. 8 THEN SIMEON GOING NEAR TO ST. MARY, AND STRETCHING FORTH HIS HANDS TOWARDS HER, SAID TO THE LORD CHRIST, NOW, O MY LORD, THY SERVANT SHALL DEPART IN PEACE, ACCORDING TO THY WORD, 9 FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY MERCY, WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED FOR THE SALVATION OF ALL NATIONS, A LIGHT TO ALL PEOPLE, AND THE GLORY OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL. 10 HANNAH THE PROPHETESS WAS ALSO PRESENT, AND DRAWING NEAR, SHE GAVE PRAISES TO GOD, AND CELEBRATED THE HAPPINESS OF MARY. 
CHAPTER 3: 1 THE WISE MEN VISIT CHRIST. MARY GIVES THEM ONE OF HIS SWADDLING CLOTHES. 3 AN ANGEL APPEARS TO THEM IN THE FORM OF A STAR. 4 THEY RETURN AND MAKE A FIRE, AND WORSHIP THE SWADDLING CLOTH, AND PUT IT IN THE FIRE WHERE IT REMAINS UNCONSUMED.
AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE LORD JESUS WAS BORN AT BETHLEHEM, A CITY OF JUDAEA, IN THE TIME OF HEROD THE KING, THE WISE MEN CAME FROM THE EAST TO JERUSALEM, ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECY OF ZORADASCHT, [ZOROASTER] AND BROUGHT WITH THEM OFFERINGS: NAMELY, GOLD, FRANKINCENSE, AND MYRRH, AND [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED HIM, AND OFFERED TO HIM THEIR GIFTS. 2 THEN THE LADY MARY TOOK ONE OF HIS SWADDLING CLOTHES IN WHICH THE INFANT WAS WRAPPED, AND GAVE IT TO THEM INSTEAD OF A BLESSING, WHICH THEY RECEIVED FROM HER AS A MOST NOBLE PRESENT. 3 AND AT THE SAME TIME THERE APPEARED TO THEM AN ANGEL IN THE FORM OF THAT STAR WHICH HAD BEFORE BEEN THEIR GUIDE IN THEIR JOURNEY, THE LIGHT OF WHICH THEY FOLLOWED TILL THEY RETURNED INTO THEIR OWN COUNTRY. 4 ON THEIR RETURN THEIR KINGS AND PRINCES CAME TO THEM INQUIRING, WHOM THEY HAD SEEN AND DONE? WHAT SORT OF JOURNEY AND RETURN THEY HAD? WHAT COMPANY THEY HAD ON THE ROAD? 5 BUT THEY PRODUCED THE SWADDLING CLOTH WHICH ST. MARY HAD GIVEN THEM, ON ACCOUNT WHEREOF THEY KEPT A FEAST. 6 AND HAVING, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THEIR COUNTRY, MADE A FIRE, THEY [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED IT. 7 AND CASTING THE SWADDLING CLOTH INTO IT, THE FIRE TOOK IT AND KEPT IT. 8 AND WHEN THE FIRE WAS PUT OUT, THEY TOOK FORTH THE SWADDLING CLOTH UNHURT, AS MUCH AS IF THE FIRE HAD NOT TOUCHED IT. 9 THEN THEY BEGAN TO KISS IT, AND PUT IT UPON THEIR HEADS AND THEIR EYES SAYING, THIS IS CERTAINLY AN UNDOUBTED TRUTH, AND IT IS REALLY SURPRISING THAT THE FIRE COULD NOT BURN IT, AND CONSUME IT. 10 THEN THEY TOOK IT, AND WITH THE GREATEST RESPECT LAID IT UP AMONG THEIR TREASURES. 
CHAPTER 4: 1 HEROD INTENDS TO PUT CHRIST TO DEATH. 3 AN ANGEL WARNS JOSEPH TO TAKE THE CHILD AND HIS MOTHER INTO EGYPT. 6 CONSTERNATION ON THEIR ARRIVAL. 13 THE IDOLS FALL DOWN. 15 MARY WASHES CHRIST'S SWADDLING CLOTHES, HANGS THEM TO DRY ON A POST, AND THE SON OF A PRIEST PUTS ONE ON HIS HEAD, 16 AND BEING POSSESSED OF DEVILS THEY LEAVE HIM. 
NOW HEROD PERCEIVING THAT THE WISE MEN DID DELAY AND NOT RETURN TO HIM, CALLED TOGETHER THE PRIEST AND WISE MEN, AND SAID, TELL ME IN WHAT PLACE THE CHRIST SHOULD BE BORN. 2 AND WHEN THEY REPLIED, IN BETHLEHEM, A CITY OF JUDAEA, HE BEGAN TO CONTRIVE IN HIS OWN MIND THE DEATH OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST [AS NOT BEING THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IN DEATH BECAUSE HE IS IMMORTAL & CAN NEVER ETERNALLY DIE IN HEBREWS 13:8 & IF YOU SAY THE LORD JESUS CHRIST DIED TO SELF IN THE CROSS THROUGH ETERNAL SUFFERINGS, LIKE A HELL [PURGATORY] ON THE LOWER PARTS OF THE EARTH BEING LED BY THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH [JOHN 4:23-24] DURING THE DEVIL’S TEMPTATION OF THE 40 DAYS & 40 NIGHTS BEFORE THE LORD JESUS CHRIST’S INITIAL MINISTRY IN THE ULTIMATE BEGINNING IN LUKE 4:1-13, THEN IT IS THE ABSOLUTE TRUTH,  BUT IF YOU SAY THAT THE LORD JESUS CHRIST DIED ON THE CROSS IN THE ULTIMATE END, THEN IT IS A ABSOLUTE LIE WITH PARTIAL TRUTH, BECAUSE THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IN FACT DID TRADE PLACES, JUST LONG ENOUGH WITH THE LORD BARABBAS CHRIST TO BE ABLE TO POSSIBLY ETERNALLY DIE IN THE ETERNAL WAY TO THE ETERNAL DEATH OF THE CROSS & AFTERWARDS GOING IN LITERAL HELL & EMPTYING IT & TAKING TO KEYS OF DEATH, HELL, THE GRAVE & THE PRISON IN THE ACTS OF PILATE: DESCENT IN HELL IN CHRIST’S DESCENT IN HELL ALSO KNOWN AS THE GOSPEL OF NICODEMUS; GOSPEL OF BARTHOLOMEW 1-5; LUKE 23:13-46, 47-56; HEBREWS 2:14-18 & REVELATION 1:18]. 3 BUT AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO JOSEPH IN HIS SLEEP, AND SAID, ARISE, TAKE THE CHILD AND HIS MOTHER, AND GO INTO EGYPT AS SOON AS THE COCK CROWS. SO, HE AROSE, AND WENT. 4 AND AS HE WAS CONSIDERING WITH HIMSELF ABOUT HIS JOURNEY, THE MORNING CAME UPON HIM. 5 IN THE LENGTH OF THE JOURNEY THE GIRTS OF THE SADDLE BROKE. 6 AND NOW HE DREW NEAR TO A GREAT CITY, IN WHICH THERE WAS AN IDOL, TO WHICH THE PRIESTS OF THE OTHER IDOLS AND GODS OF EGYPT BROUGHT THEIR OFFERINGS AND VOWS. 7 AND THERE WAS BY THIS IDOL A PRIEST MINISTERING TO IT, WHO, AS OFTEN AS SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SPOKE OUT OF THAT IDOL, RELATED THE THINGS HE SAID TO THE INHABITANTS OF EGYPT, AND THOSE COUNTRIES. 8 THIS PRIEST HAD A SON THREE YEARS OLD, WHO WAS POSSESSED WITH A GREAT MULTITUDE OF DEVILS, WHO UTTERED MANY STRANGE THINGS AND WHEN THE DEVILS SEIZED HIM, WALKED ABOUT NAKED WITH HIS CLOTHES TORN, THROWING STONES AT THOSE WHOM HE SAW. 9 NEAR TO THAT IDOL WAS THE INN OF THE CITY, INTO WHICH WHEN JOSEPH AND ST. MARY WERE COME, AND HAD TURNED INTO THAT INN, ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITY WERE ASTONISHED. 10 AND ALL THE MAGISTRATES AND PRIESTS OF THE IDOLS ASSEMBLED BEFORE THAT IDOL, AND MADE INQUIRY THERE, SAYING, WHAT MEANS ALL THIS CONSTERNATION, AND DREAD, WHICH HAS FALLEN UPON ALL OUR COUNTRY? 11 THE IDOL ANSWERED THEM, THE UNKNOWN GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH IN ACTS 17:22-30] IS COME THITHER, WHO IS TRULY GOD, NOR IS THERE ANY ONE BESIDES HIM, WHO IS WORTHY OF DIVINE WORSHIP FOR HE IS TRULY THE SON OF GOD. 12 AT THE FAME OF HIM THIS COUNTRY TREMBLED, AND AT HIS COMING IT IS UNDER THE PRESENT COMMOTION AND CONSTERNATION, AND WE OURSELVES ARE AFRIGHTED BY THE GREATNESS OF HIS POWER. 13 AND AT THE SAME INSTANT THIS IDOL FELL DOWN, AND AT HIS FALL ALL THE INHABITANTS OF EGYPT, BESIDES OTHERS RAN TOGETHER. 14 BUT THE SON OF THE PRIEST, WHEN HIS USUAL [SEXUAL] DISORDER CAME UPON HIM GOING INTO THE INN, FOUND THERE, JOSEPH AND ST. MARY, WHOM ALL THE REST HAD LEFT BEHIND AND FORSOOK. 15 AND WHEN THE LADY ST. MARY HAD WASHED THE SWADDLING CLOTHES OF THE LORD CHRIST, AND HANGED THEM OUT TO DRY UPON A POST, THE BOY POSSESSED WITH THE DEVIL TOOK DOWN ONE OF THEM, AND PUT IT UPON HIS HEAD. 16 AND PRESENTLY THE DEVILS BEGAN TO COME OUT OF HIS MOUTH, AND FLY AWAY IN THE SHAPE OF CROWS AND SERPENTS. 17 FROM THAT TIME THE BOY WAS HEALED BY THE POWER OF THE LORD CHRIST AND HE BEGAN TO SING PRAISES, AND GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD WHO HAD HEALED HIM. 18 WHEN HIS FATHER SAW HIM RESTORED TO HIS FORMER STATE OF HEALTH, HE SAID, MY SON, WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO THEE, AND BY WHAT MEANS WERT THOU CURED? 19 THE SON ANSWERED, WHEN THE DEVILS SEIZED ME, I WENT INTO THE INN, AND THERE FOUND A VERY HANDSOME WOMAN WITH A BOY [12 YEARS OF AGE TO 30 YEARS OF AGE], WHOSE SWADDLING CLOTHES SHE HAD JUST BEFORE WASHED, AND HANGED OUT UPON A POST. 20 ONE OF THESE I TOOK, AND PUT IT UPON MY HEAD, AND IMMEDIATELY THE DEVILS LEFT ME, AND FLED AWAY. 21 AT THIS THE FATHER EXCEEDINGLY REJOICED, AND SAID, MY SON, PERHAPS THIS BOY IS THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD, WHO MADE THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH. 22 FOR AS SOON AS HE CAME AMONGST US, THE IDOL WAS BROKEN, AND ALL THE GODS FELL DOWN, AND WERE DESTROYED BY A GREATER POWER. 23 THEN WAS FULFILLED THE PROPHECY WHICH SAITH, OUT OF EGYPT I HAVE CALLED MY SON. 
CHAPTER 5: 1 JOSEPH AND MARY LEAVE EGYPT. 3 GO TO THE HAUNTS OF ROBBERS, 4 WHO HEARING A MIGHTY NOISE, AS OF A GREAT ARMY FLEE AWAY.
NOW JOSEPH AND MARY WHEN THEY HEARD THAT THE IDOL WAS FALLEN DOWN AND DESTROYED, WERE SEIZED WITH FEAR AND, TREMBLING, AND SAID, WHEN WE WERE IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL, HEROD, INTENDING TO KILL JESUS, SLEW FOR THAT PURPOSE ALL THE INFANTS AT BETHLEHEM, AND THAT NEIGHBORHOOD. 2 AND THERE IS NO DOUBT BUT THE EGYPTIANS IF THEY COME TO HEAR THAT THIS IDOL IS BROKEN AND FALLEN DOWN, WILL BURN US WITH FIRE. 3 THEY WENT THEREFORE HENCE TO THE SECRET PLACES OF ROBBERS, WHO ROBBED TRAVELERS AS THEY PASS BY, OF THEIR CARRIAGES AND THEIR CLOTHES AND CARRIED THEM AWAY BOUND. 4 THESE THIEVES UPON THEIR COMING HEARD A GREAT NOISE SUCH AS THE NOISE OF A KING WITH A GREAT ARMY, AND MANY HORSE [S] AND THE TRUMPETS SOUNDING AT HIS DEPARTURE FROM HIS OWN CITY, AT WHICH THEY WERE SO AFFRIGHTED, AS TO LEAVE ALL THEIR BOOTY BEHIND THEM AND FLY AWAY IN HASTE. 5 UPON THIS THE PRISONERS AROSE, AND LOOSED EACH OTHER'S BONDS, AND TAKING EACH MAN HIS BAGS, THEY WENT WAY, AND SAW JOSEPH AND MARY COMING TOWARDS THEM, AND INQUIRED, WHERE IS THAT KING, THE NOISE OF WHOSE APPROACH THE ROBBERS HEARD, AND LEFT US, SO THAT WE ARE NOW COME OFF SAFE? 6 JOSEPH ANSWERED, HE WILL COME AFTER US. 
CHAPTER 6: 1 MARY LOOKS ON A WOMAN IN WHOM SATAN HAD TAKEN UP HIS ABODE, AND SHE BECOMES DISPOSSESSED. 5 CHRIST KISSED BY A BRIDE MADE DUMB BY SORCERERS, CURES HER. 11 MIRACULOUSLY CURES A GENTLEWOMAN IN WHOM SATAN HAD TAKEN UP HIS ABODE. 16 A LEPROUS GIRL CURED BY THE WATER IN WHICH HE WAS WASHED, AND BECOMES THE SERVANT OF JOSEPH AND MARY. 20 THE LEPROUS SON OF A PRINCE'S WIFE CURED IN LIKE MANNER. 37 HAS MOTHER OFFERS LARGE GIFTS TO MARY, AND DISMISSES HER.
THEN THEY WENT INTO ANOTHER CITY WHERE THERE WAS A WOMAN POSSESSED WITH A DEVIL, AND IN WHOM SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], THAT [SEXUALLY] CURSED REBEL, HAD TAKEN UP HIS ABODE. 2 ONE NIGHT, WHEN SHE WENT TO FETCH WATER, SHE COULD NEITHER ENDURE HER CLOTHES ON, NOR TO BE IN ANY HOUSE, BUT AS OFTEN AS THEY TIED HER WITH CHAINS OR CORDS, SHE, BRAKE THEM, AND WENT OUT INTO DESERT PLACES, AND SOMETIMES STANDING WHERE ROADS CROSSED, AND IN CHURCH YARDS, WOULD THROW STONES AT MEN. 3 WHEN ST. MARY SAW THIS WOMAN, SHE PITIED HER, WHERE UPON SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] PRESENTLY LEFT HER, AND FLED AWAY IN THE FORM OF A YOUNG MAN, SAYING, WOE TO ME, BECAUSE OF THEE, MARY, AND THY SON. 4 SO THE WOMAN WAS DELIVERED FROM HER TORMENT; BUT CONSIDERING HERSELF NAKED, SHE BLUSHED, AND AVOIDED SEEING ANY MAN AND HAVING PUT ON HER CLOTHES, WENT HOME, AND GAVE AN ACCOUNT OF HER CASE TO HER FATHER AND RELATIONS WHO, AS THEY WERE THE BEST OF THE CITY, ENTERTAINED ST. MARY AND JOSEPH WITH THE GREATEST RESPECT. 5 THE NEXT MORNING HAVING RECEIVED A SUFFICIENT SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS FOR THE ROAD, THEY WENT FROM THEM, AND ABOUT THE EVENING OF THE DAY ARRIVED AT ANOTHER TOWN, WHERE A MARRIAGE WAS THEN ABOUT TO BE SOLEMNIZED, BUT BY THE [SEXUAL] ARTS OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND THE [SEXUAL] PRACTICES OF SORCERERS, THE BRIDE WAS BECOME SO DUMB, THAT SHE COULD NOT SO MUCH AS OPEN HER MOUTH. 6 BUT WHEN THIS DUMB BRIDE SAW THE LADY ST. MARY ENTERING INTO THE TOWN, AND CARRYING LORD CHRIST IN HER ARMS, SHE STRETCHED OUT HER HANDS TO THE LORD CHRIST, AND-TOOK HIM IN HER ARMS, AND CLOSELY HUGGING HIM, VERY OFTEN KISSED HIM, CONTINUALLY MOVING HIM AND, PRESSING HIM TO HER BODY. 7 STRAIGHTWAY THE STRING OF HER TONGUE WAS LOOSED, AND HER EARS WERE OPENED, AND SHE BEGAN TO SING PRAISES UNTO GOD, WHO HAD RESTORED HER. 8 SO THERE WAS GREAT JOY AMONG THE INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN THAT NIGHT, WHO THOUGHT THAT GOD AND HIS ANGELS WERE COME DOWN AMONG THEM. 9 IN THIS PLACE THEY ABODE THREE DAYS, MEETING WITH THE GREATEST RESPECT AND MOST SPLENDID ENTERTAINMENT. 10 AND BEING THEN FURNISHED BY THE PEOPLE WITH PROVISIONS FOR THE ROAD, THEY DEPARTED AND WENT TO ANOTHER CITY, IN WHICH THEY WERE INCLINED TO LODGE, BECAUSE IT WAS A FAMOUS PLACE. 11 THERE WAS IN THIS CITY A GENTLEWOMAN, WHO, AS SHE WENT DOWN ONE DAY TO THE RIVER TO BATHE, BEHOLD [SEXUALLY] CURSED SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] LEAPED UPON HER IN THE FORM OF A SERPENT. 12 AND FOLDED HIMSELF ABOUT HER BELLY, AND EVERY NIGHT LAY UPON HER. 13 THIS WOMAN SEEING THE LADY ST. MARY, AND THE LORD CHRIST THE INFANT IN HER [VIRGIN] BOSOM, ASKED THE LADY ST. MARY, THAT SHE WOULD GIVE HER THE CHILD TO KISS, AND CARRY IN HER ARMS. 14 WHEN SHE HAD CONSENTED, AND AS SOON AS THE WOMAN HAD MOVED THE CHILD, SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] LEFT HER, AND FLED AWAY, NOR DID THE WOMAN EVER AFTERWARDS SEE HIM. 15 HEREUPON ALL THE NEIGHBORS PRAISED THE SUPREME GOD, AND THE WOMAN REWARD THEM WITH AMPLE, BENEFICENCE. 16 ON THE MORROW, THE SAME WOMAN BROUGHT PERFUMED WATER TO WASH THE LORD JESUS; AND WHEN SHE HAD WASHED HIM, SHE PRESERVED THE WATER. 17 AND THERE WAS A GIRL THERE, WHOSE BODY WAS WHITE WITH A LEPROSY, WHO BEING SPRINKLED WITH THIS WATER, AND WASHED, WAS INSTANTLY CLEANSED FROM HER LEPROSY. 18 THE PEOPLE THEREFORE SAID WITHOUT DOUBT JOSEPH AND MARY, AND THAT [THE] BOY ARE GODS, FOR THEY DO NOT LOOK LIKE MORTALS. 19 AND WHEN THEY WERE MAKING READY TO GO AWAY, THE GIRL, WHO HAD BEEN TROUBLED WITH THE LEPROSY, CAME AND [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THEY WOULD PERMIT HER TO GO ALONG WITH THEM, SO, THEY CONSENTED AND THE GIRL WENT WITH THEM TILL THEY CAME TO A CITY IN WHICH WAS THE PALACE OF A GREAT KING, AND WHOSE HOUSE WAS NOT FAR FROM THE INN. 20 HERE THEY STAID, AND WHEN THE GIRL WENT ONE DAY TO THE PRINCE'S WIFE, AND FOUND HER IN A SORROWFUL AND MOURNFUL CONDITION, SHE ASKED HER THE REASON OF HER TEARS. 21 SHE REPLIED, WONDER NOT AT MY GROANS, FOR I AM UNDER A GREAT MISFORTUNE, OF WHICH I DARE NOT TELL ANY ONE. 22 BUT, SAYS THE, GIRL, IF YOU WILL ENTRUST ME WITH YOUR PRIVATE GRIEVANCE, PERHAPS I MAY FIND YOU A REMEDY FOR IT. 23 THOU, THEREFORE, SAYS THE PRINCE'S WIFE, SHALL KEEP THE [TOP] SECRET, AND NOT DISCOVER IT TO ANY ONE ALIVE. 24 I HAVE BEEN MARRIED TO THIS PRINCE, WHO RULES AS KING OVER LARGE DOMINIONS, AND LIVED LONG WITH HIM BEFORE HE HAD ANY CHILD BY ME. 25 AT LENGTH I CONCEIVED BY HIM, BUT ALAS! I BROUGHT FORTH A LEPROUS SON, WHICH, WHEN HE SAW HIM WOULD NOT OWN TO BE HIS, BUT SAID TO ME, 26 EITHER DO THOU KILL HIM, OR SEND HIM TO SOME NURSE IN SUCH A PLACE, THAT HE MAY BE NEVER HEARD OF, AND NOW TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF, I WILL NEVER SEE YOU MORE. 27 SO HERE I PINE, LAMENTING MY WRETCHED AND MISERABLE CIRCUMSTANCES. ALAS, MY SON! ALAS, MY HUSBAND; HAVE I DISCLOSED IT TO YOU? 28 THE GIRL REPLIED I HAVE FOUND A REMEDY FOR YOUR DISEASE, WHICH I PROMISE YOU, FOR I ALSO WAS LEPROUS, BUT GOD HATH CLEANSED ME, EVEN HE WHO IS CALLED JESUS THE SON OF THE LADY MARY. 29 THE WOMAN INQUIRING WHERE THAT GOD WAS, WHOM SHE SPAKE OF, THE GIRL ANSWERED, HE LODGES WITH YOU HERE, IN THE SAME HOUSE. 30 BUT HOW CAN THIS BE? SAYS SHE, WHERE IS HE? BEHOLD, REPLIED THE GIRL, JOSEPH AND MARY, AND THE INFANT WHO IS, WITH THEM IS CALLED JESUS, AND IT IS HE WHO DELIVERED ME FROM MY DISEASE AND TORMENT. 31 BUT BY WHAT MEANS, SAYS SHE, WERE YOU CLEANSED FROM YOUR LEPROSY? WILL NOT YOU TELL ME THAT? 32 WHY NOT? SAYS THE GIRL, I TOOK THE WATER WITH WHICH HIS BODY HAD BEEN WASHED, AND POURED IT UPON ME, AND MY LEPROSY VANISHED. 33 THE PRINCE'S, WIFE THEN AROSE AND ENTERTAINED THEM, PROVIDING A GREAT FEAST FOR JOSEPH AMONG A LARGE COMPANY OF MEN. 34 AND THE NEXT DAY TOOK PERFUMED WATER TO WASH THE LORD JESUS, AND AFTERWARDS POURED THE SAME WATER UPON HER SON, WHOM SHE HAD BROUGHT WITH HER, AND HER SON WAS INSTANTLY CLEANSED FROM HIS LEPROSY, 35 THEN SHE SANG THANKS AND UNTO GOD, AND SAID, BLESSED IS THE MOTHER THAT BARE THEE, O JESUS! 36 DOST THOU THUS CURE MEN OF THE SAME [SEXLESS] NATURE WITH THYSELF, WITH THE WATER WITH WHICH THY BODY IS WASHED? 37 SHE THEN OFFERED VERY LARGE GIFTS TO THE LADY MARY, AND SENT HER AWAY WITH ALL IMAGINABLE RESPECT. 
CHAPTER 7: 1 A MAN WHO COULD NOT ENJOY HIS WIFE, FREED FROM HIS DISORDER. 5 A YOUNG MAN WHO HAD BEEN BEWITCHED, AND TURNED INTO A MULE MIRACULOUSLY CURED BY CHRIST BEING PUT ON HIS BACK, 28 AND IS MARRIED TO THE GIRL WHO HAD BEEN CURED OF LEPROSY. 
THEY CAME AFTERWARDS TO ANOTHER CITY, AND HAD A MIND TO LODGE THERE. 2 ACCORDINGLY THEY WENT TO A MAN'S HOUSE, WHO WAS NEWLY MARRIED BUT BY THE [SEXUAL] INFLUENCE OF SORCERERS COULD NOT ENJOY HIS WIFE. 3 BUT THEY LODGING AT HIS HOUSE THAT NIGHT, THE MAN WAS FREED OF HIS [SEXUAL] DISORDER. 4 AND WHEN THEY WERE PREPARING EARLY IN THE MORNING TO GO FORWARD ON THEIR JOUNEY, THE NEW-MARRIED PERSON HINDERED THEM, AND PROVIDED A NOBLE ENTERTAINMENT FOR THEM. 5 BUT GOING FORWARD ON THE MORROW, THEY CAME TO ANOTHER CITY, AND SAW THREE WOMEN GOING FROM A CERTAIN GRAVE WITH GREAT WEEPING. 6 WHEN ST. MARY SAW THEM, SHE SPAKE TO THE GIRL WHO WAS THEIR COMPANION, SAYING, GO AND INQUIRE OF THEM, WHAT IS THE MATTER WITH THEM, AND WHAT MISFORTUNE HAS BEFALLEN THEM? 7 WHEN THE GIRL ASKED THEM, THEY MADE HER NO ANSWER, BUT ASKED HER AGAIN, WHO ARE YE? AND WHERE ARE YOU GOING? FOR THE DAY IS FAR SPENT, AND NIGHT IS AT HAND. 8 WE ARE TRAVELLERS, SAITH THE GIRL, AND WE ARE SEEKING FOR AN INN TO LODGE AT. 9 THEY REPLIED, GO ALONG WITH US, AND LODGE WITH US. 10 THEY THEN FOLLOWED THEM, AND WERE INTRODUCED INTO A NEW HOUSE, WELL FURNISHED WITH ALL SORTS OF FURNITURE. 11 NOW IT WAS WINTER-TIME, AND THE GIRL WENT INTO THE PARLOUR WHERE THESE WOMEN WERE, AND FOUND THEM WEEPING AND LAMENTING AS BEFORE. 12 BY THEM STOOD A MULE, COVERED OVER WITH SILK, AND AN EBONY COLLAR HANGING DOWN FROM HIS NECK, WHOM THEY KISSED AND WERE FEEDING. 13 BUT WHEN THE GIRL SAID, HOW HANDSOME, LADIES, THAT MULE IS! THEY REPLIED WITH TEARS, AND SAID, THIS MULE [ASS], WHICH YOU SEE, WAS OUR BROTHER, BORN OF THIS SAME MOTHER AS WE, 14 FOR WHEN OUR FATHER DIED, AND LEFT US A VERY LARGE ESTATE, AND WE HAD ONLY THIS BROTHER, AND WE ENDEAVOURED TO PROCURE HIM A SUITABLE MATCH, AND THOUGHT HE SHOULD BE MARRIED AS OTHER MEN, SOME GIDDY AND JEALOUS WOMEN BEWITCHED HIM WITHOUT OUR KNOWLEDGE. 15 AND WE ONE NIGHT, A LITTLE BEFORE DAY, WHILE THE DOORS OF THE HOUSE WERE ALL SHUT FAST, SAW THIS OUR BROTHER WAS CHANGED INTO A MULE, SUCH AS YOU NOW SEE HIM TO BE: 16 AND WE IN THE MELANCHOLY CONDITION IN WHICH YOU SEE US, HAVING NO FATHER TO COMFORT US, HAVE APPLIED TO ALL THE WISE MEN, MAGICIANS, AND DIVINERS IN THE WORLD, BUT THEY HAVE BEEN OF NO SERVICE TO US. 17 AS OFTEN THEREFORE AS WE FIND OURSELVES OPPRESSED WITH GRIEF, WE RISE AND GO WITH THIS OUR MOTHER TO OUR FATHER'S TOMB, WHERE, WHEN WE HAVE CRIED SUFFICIENTLY, WE RETURN HOME. 18 WHEN THE GIRL HAD HEARD THIS SHE SAID, TAKE COURAGE, AND CEASE YOUR FEARS, FOR YOU HAVE A REMEDY FOR YOUR AFFLICTIONS NEAR AT HAND EVEN AMOUNG YOU AND IN THE MIDST OF YOUR HOUSE. 19 FOR I WAS ALSO LEPROUS, BUT WHEN I SAW THIS WOMAN, AND THIS LITTLE INFANT WITH HER, WHOSE NAME IS JESUS, I SPRINKLED MY BODY WITH THE WATER WITH WHICH HIS MOTHER HAD WASHED HIM AND I WAS PRESENTLY MADE WELL. 20 AND I AM CERTAIN THAT HE IS ALSO CAPABLE OF RELIEVING YOU UNDER YOUR DISTRESS. WHEREFORE ARISE, GO TO MY MISTRESS MARY, AND WHEN YOU HAVE BROUGHT HER INTO YOUR OWN PARLOUR, DISCLOSE TO HER THE [TOP] SECRET, AT THE SAME TIME EARNESTLY BESEECHING HER TO COMPASSIONATE YOUR CASE. 21 AS SOON AS THE WOMEN HAD HEARD THE GIRL'S DISCOURSE, THEY HASTENED AWAY TO THE LADY ST. MARY, INTRODUCED THEMSELVES TO HER, AND SITTING DOWN BEFORE HER, THEY WEPT. 22 AND SAID, O OUR LADY ST. MARY, PITY YOUR HANDMAIDS, FOR WE HAVE NO HEAD OF OUR FAMILY, NO ONE ELDER THAN US, NO FATHER OR BROTHER TO GO IN OR OUT BEFORE US. 23 BUT THIS MULE, WHICH YOU SEE, WAS OUR BROTHER, WHICH SOME WOMEN BY WITCHCRAFT HAVE BROUGHT INTO THIS CONDITION WHICH YOU SEE: WE THEREFORE ENTREAT YOU TO COMPASSIONATE US. 24 HEREUPON ST. MARY WAS GRIEVED AT THEIR CASE, AND TAKING THE LORD JESUS, PUT HIM UPON THE BACK OF THE MULE. 25 AND SAID TO HER SON, O JESUS CHRIST, RESTORE (OR HEAL) ACCORDING TO THY EXTRAORDINARY POWER THIS MULE, AND GRANT HIM TO HAVE AGAIN THE SHAPE OF A MAN AND A RATIONAL CREATURE, AS HE HAD FORMERLY. 26 THIS WAS SCARCE SAID BY THE LADY ST. MARY, BUT THE MULE IMMEDIATELY PASSED INTO A HUMAN FORM, AND BECAME A YOUNG MAN WITHOUT ANY DEFORMITY. 27 THEN HE AND HIS MOTHER AND THE SISTERS [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED THE LADY ST. MARY, AND LIFTING THE CHILD UPON THEIR HEADS, THEY KISSED HIM, AND SAID, BLESSED IS THY MOTHER, O JESUS, O SAVIOR OF THE WORLD! BLESSED ARE THE EYES WHICH ARE SO HAPPY TO SEE THEE. 28 THEN BOTH THE SISTERS TOLD THEIR MOTHER, SAYING, OF A TRUTH, OUR BROTHER IS RESTORED TO HIS FORMER SHAPE BY THE HELP OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND THE KINDNESS OF THAT GIRL WHO TOLD US OF MARY AND HER SON. 29 AND INASMUCH AS OUR BROTHER IS UNMARRIED, IT IS FIT THAT WE MARRY HIM TO THIS GIRL THEIR SERVANT. 30 WHEN THEY HAD CONSULTED MARY IN THIS MATTER, AND SHE HAD GIVEN HER CONSENT, THEY MADE A SPLENDID WEDDING FOR THIS GIRL. 31 AND SO THEIR SORROW BEING TURNED INTO GLADNESS, AND THEIR MOURNING INTO MIRTH, THEY BEGAN TO REJOICE, AND TO MAKE MERRY, AND SING, BEING DRESSED IN THEIR RICHEST ATTIRE, WITH BRACELETS. 32 AFTERWARDS THEY GLORIFIED AND PRAISED GOD, SAYING, O JESUS, SON OF DAVID, WHO CHANGEST SORROW INTO GLADNESS, AND MOURNING INTO MIRTH! 33 AFTER THIS JOSEPH AND MARY TARRIED THERE TEN DAYS, THEN WENT AWAY, HAVING RECEIVED GREAT RESPECT FROM THESE PEOPLE. 34 WHO, WHEN THEY TOOK THEIR LEAVE OF THEM, AND RETURNED HOME, CRIED, 35 BUT ESPECIALLY THE GIRL. 
CHAPTER 8: 1 JOSEPH AND MARY PASS THROUGH A COUNTRY INFESTED BY ROBBERS. 3 TITUS A HUMANE THIEF, OFFERS DUMACHUS, HIS COMRADE, FORTY GROATS TO LET JOSEPH AND MARY PASS UNMOLESTED. 6 JESUS PROPHECIES THAT THE THIEVES DUMACHUS AND TITUS SHALL BE CRUCIFIED WITH HIM AND THAT TITUS SHALL GO BEFORE HIM INTO PARADISE. 10 CHRIST CAUSES A WELL TO SPRING FROM A SYCAMORE TREE, AND MARY WASHES HIS COAT IN IT. 11 A BALSAM GROWS THERE FROM HIS SWEAT. THEY GO TO MEMPHIS, WHERE CHRIST WORKS MORE MIRACLES. RETURN TO JUDEA. 15 BEING WARNED, DEPART FOR NAZARETH.
IN THEIR JOURNEY FROM HENCE THEY CAME INTO A DESERT COUNTRY AND WERE TOLD IT WAS INFESTED WITH ROBBERS, SO, JOSEPH AND ST. MARY PREPARED TO PASS THROUGH IT IN THE NIGHT. 2 AND AS THEY WERE GOING ALONG, BEHOLD THEY SAW TWO ROBBERS ASLEEP IN THE ROAD, AND WITH THEM A GREAT NUMBER OF ROBBERS, WHO WERE THEIR CONFEDERATES, ALSO ASLEEP. 3 THE NAMES OF THESE TWO WERE TITUS AND DUMACHUS, AND TITUS SAID TO DUMACHUS, I BESEECH THEE LET THESE PERSONS GO ALONG QUIETLY, THAT OUR COMPANY MAY NOT PERCEIVE ANYTHING OF THEM. 4 BUT DAMACHUS REFUSING, TITUS AGAIN SAID, I WILL GIVE THEE FORTY GROATS [GRAIN OATS], AND AS A PLEDGE TAKE MY GIRDLE, WHICH HE GAVE HIM BEFORE HE HAD DONE SPEAKING, THAT HE MIGHT NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH OR MAKE A NOISE. 5 WHEN THE LADY ST. MARY SAW THE KINDNESS WHICH THIS ROBBER DID SHEW THEM, SHE SAID TO HIM, THE LORD GOD WILL RECEIVE THEE TO HIS RIGHT HAND AND GRANT THEE PARDON OF THY [SEXUAL] SINS. 6 THEN THE LORD JESUS ANSWERED, AND SAID TO HIS MOTHER, WHEN THIRTY YEARS ARE EXPIRED [THIS MEANS JESUS WAS 3 YEARS OF AGE], O MOTHER, THE JEWS WILL CRUCIFY ME AT JERUSALEM, 7 AND THESE TWO THIEVES SHALL BE WITH ME AT THE SAME TIME UPON THE CROSS, TITUS ON MY RIGHT HAND, AND DUMACHUS ON MY LEFT, AND FROM THAT TIME TITUS SHALL GO BEFORE ME INTO PARADISE, 8 AND WHEN SHE HAD SAID, GOD FORBID THIS SHOULD BE THY LOT, O MY SON, THEY WENT ON TO A CITY IN WHICH WERE SEVERAL IDOLS, WHICH, AS SOON AS THEY CAME NEAR TO IT, WAS TURNED INTO HILLS OF SAND. 9 HENCE THEY WENT TO THAT SYCAMORE TREE, WHICH IS NOW CALLED MATAREA. 10 AND IN MATEREA THE LORD JESUS CAUSED A WELL TO SPRING FORTH, IN WHICH ST. MARY WASHED HIS COAT, 11 AND A BALSAM IS PRODUCED, OR GROWS, IN THAT COUNTRY, FROM THE SWEAT WHICH RAN DOWN THERE FROM THE LORD JESUS. 12 THENCE THEY PROCEEDED TO MEMPHIS, AND SAW PHAROAH, AND ABODE THREE YEARS IN EGYPT. 13 AND THE LORD JESUS DID VERY MANY MIRACLES, IN EGYPT, WHICH ARE NEITHER TO BE FOUND IN GOSPEL OF THE INFANCY NOR IN THE GOSPEL OF PERFECTION. 14 AT THE END OF THREE YEARS HE RETURNED OUT OF EGYPT, AND WHEN HE CAME NEAR TO JUDEA, JOSEPH WAS AFRAID TO ENTER, 15 FOR HEARING THAT HEROD WAS DEAD, AND THAT ARCHELAUS HIS SON REIGNED IN HIS STEAD, HE WAS AFRAID. 16 AND WHEN HE WENT TO JUDEA, AN, ANGEL OF GOD APPEARD TO HIM, AND SAID, O JOSEPH GO INTO THE CITY OF NAZARETH, AND ABIDE THERE. 17 IT IS STRANGE INDEED, THAT HE, WHO IS THE LORD OF ALL COUNTRIES, SHOULD BE THUS CARRIED BACKWARD AND FORWARD, THROUGH SO MANY COUNTRIES. 
CHAPTER 9: 2 THE TWO SICK CHILDREN WHO WERE PLAGUED WAS CURED BY THE WATER WHEREIN CHRIST WAS WASHED.
WHEN THEY CAME AFTERWARDS INTO THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM, THEY FOUND THERE SEVERAL VERY DESPERATE DISTEMPERS, WHICH BECAME SO TROUBLESOME TO CHILDREN BY SEEING THEM, THAT MOST OF THEM DIED. 2 THERE WAS THERE A WOMAN WHO HAD A SICK SON, WHOM SHE BROUGHT, WHEN HE WAS AT THE POINT OF DEATH, TO THE LADY ST. MARY, WHO SAW HER WHEN SHE WAS WASHING JESUS CHRIST. 3 THEN SAID THE WOMAN, O MY LADY MARY, LOOK DOWN UPON THIS MY SON, WHO IS AFFLICTED WITH MOST DREADFUL PAINS. 4 ST. MARY HEARING HER, SAID, TAKE A LITTLE OF THAT WATER WITH WHICH I HAVE WASHED MY SON, AND SPRINKLE IT UPON HIM. 5 THEN SHE TOOK A LITTLE OF THAT WATER, AS ST. MARY HAD COMMANDED, AND SPRINKLED IT UPON HER SON, WHO BEING WEARIED WITH HIS VIOLENT PAINS, WAS FALLEN ASLEEP, AND AFTER HE HAD SLEPT A LITTLE, AWAKED PERFECTLY WELL AND RECOVERED. 6 THE MOTHER BEING ABUNDANTLY GLAD OF THIS SUCCESS, WENT AGAIN TO ST. MARY, AND ST. MARY SAID TO HER, GIVE PRAISE TO GOD, WHO HATH CURED THIS THY SON. 7 THERE WAS IN THE SAME PLACE ANOTHER WOMAN, A NEIGHBOUR OF HER, WHOSE SON WAS NOW CURED. 8 THIS WOMAN'S, SON WAS AFFLICTED WITH THE SAME DISEASE, AND HIS EYES WERE NOW ALMOST QUITE SHUT, AND SHE WAS LAMENTING FOR HIM DAY AND NIGHT. 9 THE MOTHER OF THE CHILD WHICH WAS CURED, SAID TO HER, WHY DO YOU NOT BRING YOUR SON TO ST. MARY, AS I BROUGHT MY SON TO HER, WHEN HE WAS IN THE AGONIES OF DEATH, AND HE WAS CURE BY THAT WATER, WITH WHICH THE BODY OF HER SON JESUS WAS WASHED? 10 WHEN THE WOMAN HEARD HER SAY THIS, SHE ALSO WENT, AND HAVING PROCURED THE SAME WATER, WASHED HER SON WITH IT, WHEREUPON HIS BODY AND HIS EYES WERE INSTANTLY RESTORED TO THEIR FORMER STATE. 11 AND WHEN SHE BROUGHT HER SON TO ST. MARY, AND OPENED HIS CASE TO HER, SHE COMMANDED HER TO GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR THE RECOVERY OF HER SON'S HEALTH, AND TELL NO ONE WHAT HAD HAPPENED. 
CHAPTER 10: 1 TWO WIVES OF ONE MAN, EACH HAVE A SON SICK. 2 ONE OF THEM NAMED MARY, AND WHOSE SON'S NAME WAS CALEB, PRESENTS THE VIRGIN WITH A HANDSOME CARPET, AND CALEB IS CURED, BUT THE SON OF THE OTHER WIFE DIES, 4 WHICH OCCASIONS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE WOMEN. 5 THE OTHER WIFE PUTS CALEB INTO A HOT OVEN, AND HE IS MIRACULOUSLY PRESERVED, 9 SHE AFTERWARDS THROWS HIM INTO A WELL, AND HE IS AGAIN PRESERVED, 11 HIS MOTHER APPEALS TO THE VIRGIN AGAINST THE OTHER WIFE, 12 WHOSE DOWNFALL THE VIRGIN PROPHESIES, 13 AND WHO ACCORDINGLY FALLS INTO THE WELL, 14 THEREIN FULFILLING A SAYING OF OLD.
THERE WERE IN THE SAME CITY TWO WIVES OF ONE MAN, WHO HAD EACH A SON SICK. ONE OF THEM WAS CALLED MARY, AND HER SON'S NAME WAS CALEB. 2 SHE AROSE, AND TAKING HER SON, WENT TO THE LADY ST. MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS, AND OFFERED HER A VERY HANDSOME CARPET, SAYING, O MY LADY MARY ACCEPT THIS CARPET OF ME, AND INSTEAD OF IT GIVE ME A SMALL SWADDLING CLOTH. 3 TO THIS MARY AGREED, AND WHEN THE MOTHER OF CALEB WAS GONE, SHE MADE A COAT FOR HER SON OF THE SWADDLING CLOTH, PUT IT ON HIM, AND HIS DISEASE WAS CURED, BUT THE SON OF THE OTHER WIFE DIED. 4 HEREUPON THERE AROSE BETWEEN THEM A DIFFERENCE IN DOING THE BUSINESS OF THE FAMILY BY TURNS, EACH HER WEEK, 5 AND WHEN THE TURN OF MARY THE MOTHER OF CALEB CAME, AND SHE WAS HEATING THE OVEN TO BAKE BREAD, AND WENT AWAY TO FETCH THE MEAL, SHE LEFT HER SON CALEB BY THE OVEN, 6 WHOM THE OTHER WIFE, HER RIVAL, SEEING TO BE BY HIMSELF, TOOK AND CAST HIM INTO THE OVEN, WHICH WAS VERY HOT, AND THEN WENT AWAY. 7 MARY ON HER RETURN SAW HER SON CALEB LYING IN THE MIDDLE OF THE OVEN LAUGHING, AND THE OVEN QUITE AS COLD AS THOUGH IT HAD NOT BEEN BEFORE HEATED, AND KNEW THAT HER RIVAL THE OTHER WIFE HAD THROWN HIM INTO THE FIRE. 8 WHEN SHE TOOK HIM OUT, SHE BROUGHT HIM TO THE LADY ST. MARY, AND TOLD HER THE STORY, TO WHOM SHE REPLIED, BE QUIET, I AM CONCERNED LEST THOU SHOULDEST MAKE THIS MATTER KNOWN. 9 AFTER THIS HER RIVAL, THE OTHER WIFE, AS SHE WAS DRAWING WATER AT THE WELL, AND SAW CALEB PLAYING BY THE WELL, AND THAT NO ONE WAS NEAR, TOOK HIM, AND THREW HIM INTO THE WELL. 10 AND WHEN SOME MEN CAME TO FETCH WATER FROM THE WELL, THEY SAW THE BOY SITTING ON THE SUPERFICIES OF THE WATER, AND DREW HIM OUT WITH ROPES, AND WERE EXCEEDINGLY SURPRISED AT THE CHILD, AND PRAISED GOD. 11 THEN CAME THE MOTHER AND TOOK HIM AND CARRIED HIM TO THE LADY ST. MARY, LAMENTING. AND SAYING, O MY LADY, SEE WHAT MY RIVAL HATH DONE TO MY SON, AND HOW SHE HATH CAST HIM INTO THE WELL, AND I DO NOT QUESTION BUT ONE TIME OR OTHER SHE WILL BE THE OCCASION OF HIS DEATH. 12 ST. MARY REPLIED TO HER, GOD WILL VINDICATE YOUR INJURED CAUSE. 13 ACCORDINGLY A FEW DAYS AFTER, WHEN THE OTHER WIFE CAME TO THE WELL TO DRAW WATER, HER FOOT WAS ENTANGLED IN THE ROPE, SO THAT SHE FELL HEADLONG INTO THE WELL, AND THEY WHO RAN TO HER ASSISTANCE FOUND HER SKULL BROKEN, AND BONES BRUISED. 14 SO SHE CAME TO A BAD END, AND IN HER WAS FULFILLED THAT SAYING OF THE AUTHOR, THEY DIGGED A WELL, AND MADE IT DEEP, BUT FELL THEMSELVES INTO THE PIT WHICH THEY PREPARED. 
CHAPTER 11: 1 BARTHOLOMEW, WHEN A CHILD WHICH WAS SICK, MIRACULOUSLY RESTORED BY BEING LAID ON CHRIST'S BED.
ANOTHER WOMAN IN THAT CITY HAD. LIKEWISE, TWO, SON'S SICK. 2 AND WHEN ONE WAS DEAD, THE OTHER, WHO LAY AT THE POINT OF DEATH, SHE TOOK IN HER ARMS TO THE LADY ST. MARY, AND IN A FLOOD OF TEARS ADDRESSED HERSELF TO HER, SAYING, 3 O MY LADY, HELP AND RELIEVE ME, FOR I HAD TWO SONS, THE ONE I HAVE JUST NOW BURIED, THE OTHER I SEE IS FAST AT THE POINT OF DEATH BEHOLD HOW I (EARNESTLY) SEEK FOR YOU FROM GOD, AND PRAY TO HIM. 4 THEN SHE SAID, O LORD, THOU ART GRACIOUS, AND MERCIFUL, AND KIND, THOU, HAST GIVEN ME TWO SONS, ONE OF THEM THOU HALT TAKEN TO THYSELF, O SPARE ME THIS OTHER. 5 ST. MARY THEN PERCEIVING THE GREATNESS OF HER SORROW, PITIED HER AND SAID, DO THOU PLACE THY SON IN MY SON'S BED, AND COVER HIM WITH HIS CLOTHES. 6 AND WHEN SHE HAD PLACED HIM IN THE BED WHEREIN CHRIST LAY, AT THE MOMENT WHEN HIS EYES WERE JUST CLOSED BY DEATH, AS SOON AS EVER THE SMALL OF THE GARMENTS OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST REACHED THE BOY, HIS EYES WERE OPENED, AND CALLING WITH A LOUD VOICE TO HIS MOTHER, HE ASKED FOR BREAD, AND WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED IT, HE SUCKED IT. 7 THEN HIS MOTHER SAID, O LADY MARY, NOW I AM ASSURED THAT THE POWERS OF GOD DO DWELL IN YOU, SO THAT THY SON CAN CURE CHILDREN WHO ARE OF THE SAME SORT AS HIMSELF, AS SOON AS THEY TOUCH HIS GARMENTS. 8 THIS BOY, WHO WAS THUS CURED, IS THE SAME WHO IN THE GOSPEL IS CALLED BARTHOLOMEW. 
CHAPTER 12: A LEPROUS WOMAN HEALED BY CHRIST'S WASHING WATER. 7 A PRINCESS HEALED BY IT AND RESTORED TO HER HUSBAND. 
AGAIN, THERE WAS A LEPROUS WOMAN WHO WENT TO THE LADY ST. MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS, AND SAID, O MY LADY, HELP ME. 2 ST. MARY REPLIED, WHAT HELP DOES THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE? IS IT GOLD OR SILVER, OR THAT THY BODY BE CURED OF ITS LEPROSY? 3 WHO, SAYS THE WOMAN, CAN GRANT ME THIS? 4 ST. MARY REPLIED TO HER, WAIT A LITTLE TILL I HAVE WASHED MY SON JESUS, AND PUT HIM TO BED. 5 THE WOMAN WAITED, AS SHE WAS COMMANDED, AND MARY WHEN SHE HAD PUT JESUS IN BED, GIVING HER THE WATER WITH WHICH SHE HAD WASHED HIS BODY, SAID, TAKE SOME OF THE WATER, AND POUR IT UPON THY BODY, 6 WHICH WHEN SHE HAD DONE, SHE INSTANTLY BECAME CLEAN, AND PRAISED GOD, AND GAVE THANKS TO HIM. 7 THEN SHE WENT AWAY, AFTER SHE HAD ABODE WITH HER THREE DAYS, 8 AND GOING INTO THE CITY, SHE SAW A CERTAIN PRINCE, WHO HAD MARRIED ANOTHER PRINCESS, DAUGHTER, 9 BUT WHEN HE CAME TO SEE HER, HE PERCEIVED BETWEEN HER EYES THE SIGNS OF LEPROSY LIKE A STAR, AND THEREUPON DECLARED THE MARRIAGE DISSOLVED AND VOID. 10 WHEN THE WOMAN SAW THESE PERSONS IN THIS CONDITION, EXCEEDING SORROWFUL, AND SHEDDING ABUNDANCE OF TEARS, SHE INQUIRED OF THEM THE REASON OF THEIR CRYING, 11 THEY REPLIED, INQUIRE NOT INTO OUR CIRCUMSTANCES, FOR WE ARE NOT ABLE TO DECLARE OUR MISFORTUNES TO ANY, PERSON, WHATSOEVER. 12 BUT SHE STILL PRESSED AND [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THEM TO COMMUNICATE THEIR CASE TO HER, INTIMATING, THAT SHE MIGHT BE ABLE TO DIRECT THEM TO A REMEDY. 13 SO WHEN THEY SHOWED THE YOUNG WOMAN TO HER, AND THE SIGNS OF THE LEPROSY, WHICH APPEARED BETWEEN HER EYES, 14 SHE SAID, I ALSO WHOM YE SEE IN THIS PLACE, WAS AFFLICTED WITH THE SAME DISTEMPER, AND GOING ON SOME BUSINESS TO BETHLEHEM, I WENT INTO A CERTAIN CAVE, AND SAW A WOMAN NAMED MARY, WHO HAD A SON CALLED JESUS. 15 SHE SEEING ME TO BE LEPROUS, WAS CONCERNED FOR ME, AND GAVE ME SOME WATER WITH WHICH SHE HAD WASHED HER SON'S BODY, WITH THAT I SPRINKLED MY BODY, AND BECAME CLEAN. 16 THEN SAID THESE WOMEN, WILL YOU [R] MISTRESS, GO ALONG WITH US, AND SHOW THE LADY ST. MARY TO US? 17 TO WHICH SHE CONSENTING, THEY AROSE AND WENT TO THE LADY ST. MARY, TAKING WITH THEM VERY NOBLE PRESENTS. 18 AND WHEN THEY CAME IN AND OFFERED THEIR PRESENTS TO HER, THEY SHOWED THE LEPROUS YOUNG WOMAN WHOM THEY BROUGHT WITH THEM TO HER. 19 THEN SAID ST. MARY, THE MERCY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST REST UPON YOU, 20 AND GIVING THEM A LITTLE OF THAT WATER, WITH WHICH SHE HAD WASHED THE BODY OF JESUS CHRIST, SHE BADE THEM WASH THE DISEASED PERSON WITH IT, WHICH WHEN THEY HAD DONE, SHE WAS PRESENTLY CURED, 21 SO THEY, AND ALL WHO WERE PRESENT, PRAISED GOD; AND BEING FILLED WITH JOY, THEY WENT BACK TO THEIR OWN CITY, AND GAVE PRAISES TO GOD ON THAT ACCOUNT. 22 THEN THE PRINCE HEARING THAT HIS WIFE WAS CURED, TOOK HER HOME AND MADE A SECOND MARRIAGE, GIVING THANKS UNTO GOD FOR THE RECOVERY OF HIS WIFE'S HEALTH. 
CHAPTER 13: 1 A GIRL, WHOSE BLOOD SATAN SUCKED RECEIVES ONE OF CHRIST'S SWADDLING CLOTHES FROM THE VIRGIN, 14 SATAN COMES LIKE A DRAGON, AND SHE SHEWS IT TO HIM, FLAMES AND BURNING COALS PROCEED FROM IT AND FALL UPON HIM, 19 HE IS MIRACULOUSLY DISCOMFITED, AND LEAVES THE GIRL. 
THERE WAS ALSO A GIRL, WHO WAS AFFLICTED BY SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], 2 FOR THAT [SEXUALLY] CURSED SPIRIT DID FREQUENTLY APPEAR TO HER IN THE SHAPE OF A DRAGON, AND WAS INCLINED TO SWALLOW HER UP, AND HAD SO SUCKED OUT ALL HER BLOOD, THAT SHE LOOKED LIKE A DEAD CARCASS. 3 AS OFTEN AS SHE CAME TO HERSELF, WITH HER HANDS WRINGED ABOUT HER HEAD SHE WOULD CRY OUT, AND SAY, WO [E], WO [E] IS ME, THAT THERE IS NO ONE TO BE FOUND, WHO CAN DELIVER ME FROM THAT IMPIOUS DRAGON! 4 HER FATHER AND MOTHER, AND ALL WHO WERE ABOUT HER AND SAW HER, MOURNED AND WEPT OVER HER, 5 AND ALL WHO WERE PRESENT WOULD ESPECIALLY BE UNDER SORROW AND IN TEARS, WHEN THEY HEARD HER BEWAILING AND SAYING, MY BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, IS HERE NO ONE WHO CAN DELIVER ME FROM THIS MURDERER? 6 THEN THE PRINCE'S DAUGHTER, WHO HAD BEEN CURED OF HER LEPROSY, HEARING THE COMPLAINT OF THAT GIRL, WENT UPON THE TOP OF HER CASTLE, AND SAW HER WITH HER HANDS TWISTED ABOUT HER HEAD, POURING OUT A FLOOD OF TEARS, AND ALL THE PEOPLE THAT WERE ABOUT HER IN TEARS. 7 THEN SHE ASKED THE HUSBAND OF THE POSSESSED PERSON, WHETHER HIS WIFE'S MOTHER WAS ALIVE? HE TOLD HER, THAT HER FATHER AND MOTHER WERE BOTH ALIVE, 8 THEN SHE ORDERED HER MOTHER TO BE SENT TO HER, TO WHOM, WHEN SHE SAW HER COMING, SHE SAID, IS THIS POSSESSED GIRL THY DAUGHTER? SHE MOANING AND BEWAILING SAID, YES MADAM I BORE HER. 9 THE PRINCE'S, DAUGHTER ANSWERED, DISCLOSE THE [TOP] SECRET OF HER CASE TO ME, FOR I CONFESS TO YOU THAT I WAS LEPROUS, BUT THE LADY MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS CHRIST, HEALED ME. 10 AND IF YOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE YOUR DAUGHTER TO BE RESTORED TO HER FORMER STATE, TAKE HER TO BETHLEHEM, AND INQUIRE FOR MARY THE MOTHER OF JESUS, AND DOUBT NOT BUT YOUR DAUGHTER WILL BE CURED, FOR I DO NOT QUESTION BUT YOU WILL COME HOME WITH GREAT JOY AT YOUR DAUGHTER'S RECOVERY. 11 AS SOON AS EVER SHE HAD DONE SPEAKING, SHE AROSE AND WENT WITH HER DAUGHTER TO THE PLACE APPOINTED, AND TO MARY, AND TOLD HER THE CASE OF HER DAUGHTER. 12 WHEN ST. MARY HAD HEARD HER STORY, SHE GAVE HER A LITTLE OF THE WATER WITH WHICH SHE HAD WASHED THE BODY OF HER SON JESUS, AND BADE HER POUR IT UPON THE BODY OF HER DAUGHTER. 13 LIKEWISE SHE GAVE HER ONE OF THE SWADDLING CLOTHS OF THE LORD JESUS, AND SAID, TAKE THIS SWADDLING CLOTH, AND SHEW IT TO THINE ENEMY AS OFTEN AS THOU SEEST HIM AND SHE SENT THEM AWAY IN PEACE. 14 AFTER THEY BADE LEFT THAT CITY AND RETURNED HOME, AND THE TIME WAS COME IN WHICH SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WAS WANT TO SEIZE HER, IN THE SAME MOMENT THIS [SEXUALLY] CURSED SPIRIT APPEARED TO HER IN THE SHAPE OF A HUGE DRAGON, AND THE GIRL SEEING HIM WAS AFRAID, 15 THE MOTHER SAID TO HER, BE NOT AFRAID, DAUGHTER, LET HIM ALONE TILL HE COME NEARER TO THEE! THEN SHEW HIM THE SWADDLING CLOTH, WHICH THE LADY MARY GAVE US, AND WE SHALL SEE THE EVENT. 16 SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THEN COMING LIKE A DREADFUL DRAGON, THE BODY OF THE GIRL TREMBLED FOR FEAR. 17 BUT AS SOON AS SHE HAD PUT THE SWADDLING CLOTH UPON HER HEAD, AND ABOUT HER EYES, AND CHEWED IT TO HIM, PRESENTLY THERE ISSUED FORTH FROM THE SWADDLING CLOTH FLAMES AND BURNING COALS, AND FELL UPON THE DRAGON. 18 OH! HOW GREAT A MIRACLE WAS THIS, WHICH WAS DONE: AS SOON AS THE DRAGON SAW THE SWADDLING CLOTH OF THE LORD JESUS, FIRE WENT FORTH AND WAS SCATTERED UPON HIS HEAD AND EYES, SO THAT HE CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, WHAT HAVE I TO DO WITH THEE, JESUS, THOU SON OF MARY? WHITHER SHALL I FLEE FROM THEE? 19 SO HE DREW BACK MUCH AFFRIGHTED, AND LEFT THE GIRL. 20 AND SHE WAS DELIVERED FROM THIS [SEXUAL] TROUBLE, AND SANG PRAISES AND THANKS TO GOD, AND WITH HER ALL WHO WERE PRESENT AT THE WORKING OF THE MIRACLE. 
CHAPTER 14: 1 JUDAS WHEN A BOY POSSESSED BY SATAN, AND BROUGHT UP BY HIS PARENTS TO JESUS TO BE CURED, WHOM HE TRIES TO BITE, 7 BUT FAILING, STRIKES JESUS AND MAKES HIM CRY OUT. WHEREUPON SATAN GOES FROM JESUS IN THE SHAPE OF A DOG.
ANOTHER WOMAN LIKEWISE LIVED THERE, WHOSE SON WAS POSSESSED BY SATAN LUCIFER/VICTORIA], 2 THIS BOY, NAMED JUDAS, AS OFTEN AS SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SEIZED HIM, WAS INCLINED TO BITE ALL THAT WERE PRESENT, AND IF HE FOUND NO ONE ELSE NEAR HIM, HE WOULD BITE HIS OWN HANDS AND OTHER PARTS. 3 BUT THE MOTHER OF THIS MISERABLE BOY, HEARING OF ST. MARY AND HER SON JESUS, AROSE PRESENTLY AND TAKING HER SON IN HER ARMS, BROUGHT HIM TO THE LADY MARY. 4 IN THE MEANTIME, JAMES AND JOSES HAD TAKEN AWAY THE INFANT, THE LORD JESUS, TO PLAY AT A PROPER SEASON WITH OTHER CHILDREN, AND WHEN THEY WENT FORTH, THEY SAT DOWN AND THE LORD JESUS WITH THEM. 5 THEN JUDAS, WHO WAS POSSESSED, CAME AND SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF JESUS. 6 WHEN SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WAS ACTING UPON HIM AS USUAL, HE WENT ABOUT TO BITE THE LORD JESUS. 7 AND BECAUSE HE COULD NOT DO IT, HE STRUCK JESUS ON THE RIGHT SIDE, SO THAT HE CRIED OUT. 8 AND IN THE SAME MOMENT SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WENT OUT OF THE BOY, AND RAN AWAY LIKE A MAD DOG. 9 THIS SAME BOY WHO STRUCK JESUS, AND OUT OF WHOM SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WENT IN THE FORM OF A DOG, WAS JUDAS ISCARIOT, WHO BETRAYED HIM TO THE JEWS. 10 AND THAT SAME SIDE, ON WHICH JUDAS: STRUCK HIM, THE JEWS PIERCED WITH A SPEAR. 
CHAPTER 15: 1 JESUS AND OTHER BOYS PLAY TOGETHER, AND MAKE CLAY FIGURES OF ANIMALS. 4 JESUS CAUSES THEM TO WALK, 6 ALSO MAKES CLAY BIRDS, WHICH HE CAUSES TO FLY, AND EAT AND DRINK. 7 THE CHILDREN'S PARENTS ALARMED, AND TAKE JESUS FOR A SORCERER. 8 HE GOES TO A DYER'S SHOP, AND THROWS ALL THE CLOTHS INTO THE FURNACE, AND WORKS A MIRACLE THEREWITH. 15 WHEREUPON THE JEWS PRAISE GOD.
AND WHEN THE LORD JESUS WAS SEVEN YEARS OF AGE, HE WAS ON A CERTAIN DAY WITH OTHER BOYS HIS COMPANIONS ABOUT THE SAME AGE, 2 WHO, WHEN THEY WERE AT PLAY, MADE CLAY INTO SEVERAL SHAPES, NAMELY-ASSES, OXEN, BIRDS, AND OTHER FIGURES, 3 EACH BOASTING OF HIS WORK, AND ENDEAVOURING TO EXCEED THE REST. 4 THEN THE LORD JESUS SAID TO THE BOYS, I WILL COMMAND THESE FIGURES WHICH I HAVE MADE TO WALK. 5 AND IMMEDIATELY THEY MOVED, AND WHEN HE COMMANDED THEM TO RETURN, THEY RETURNED. 6 HE HAD ALSO MADE THE FIGURES OF BIRDS AND SPARROWS, WHICH, WHEN HE COMMANDED TO FLY, DID FLY, AND WHEN HE COMMANDED TO STAND STILL, DID STAND STILL, AND IF HE GAVE THEM MEAT AND DRINK, THEY DID EAT AND DRINK. 7 WHEN AT LENGTH THE BOYS WENT AWAY, AND RELATED THESE THINGS TO THEIR PARENTS, THEIR FATHERS SAID TO THEM, TAKE HEED, CHILDREN, FOR THE FUTURE OF HIS COMPANY, FOR HE IS A SORCERER, SHUN AND AVOID HIM, AND FROM HENCEFORTH NEVER PLAY WITH HIM. 8 ON A CERTAIN DAY ALSO, WHEN THE LORD JESUS WAS PLAYING WITH THE BOYS, AND RUNNING ABOUT, HE PASSED BY A DYER'S SHOP, WHOSE NAME WAS SALEM. 9 AND THERE WERE IN HIS SHOP MANY PIECES OF CLOTH BELONGING TO THE PEOPLE OF THAT CITY, WHICH THEY DESIGNED TO DYE OF SEVERAL COLOURS. 10 THEN THE LORD JESUS GOING INTO THE DYER'S SHOP, TOOK ALL THE CLOTHS, AND THREW THEM INTO THE FURNACE. 11 WHEN SALEM CAME HOME, AND SAW THE CLOTHS SPOILED, HE BEGAN TO MAKE A GREAT NOISE, AND TO CHIDE THE LORD JESUS, SAYING, 12 WHAT HAST THOU DONE TO ME, O THOU SON OF MARY? THOU HAST INJURED BOTH ME AND MY NEIGHBOURS, THEY ALL [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THEIR CLOTHS OF A PROPER COLOUR, BUT THOU HAST COME AND SPOILED THEM ALL. 13 THE LORD JESUS REPLIED, I WILL CHANGE THE COLOUR OF EVERY CLOTH TO WHAT COLOUR THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST. 14 AND THEN HE PRESENTLY BEGAN TO TAKE THE CLOTHS OUT OF THE FURNACE, AND THEY WERE ALL DYED OF THOSE SAME COLOURS WHICH THE DYER [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED. 15 AND WHEN THE JEWS SAW THIS SURPRISING MIRACLE, THEY PRAISED GOD. 
CHAPTER 16: 1 CHRIST MIRACULOUSLY WIDENS OR CONTRACTS THE GATES, MILK PAILS, SIEVES, OR BOXES, NOT PROPERLY MADE BY JOSEPH, 4 HE NOT BEING SKILLFUL AT HIS CARPENTER'S TRADE. 5 THE KING OF JERUSALEM GIVES JOSEPH AN ORDER FOR A THRONE. 6 JOSEPH WORKS ON IT FOR TWO YEARS IN THE KING'S PALACE, AND MAKES IT TWO SPANS TOO SHORT. THE KING BEING ANGRY WITH HIM, 10 JESUS COMFORTS HIM, 13 COMMANDS HIM TO PULL ONE SIDE OF THE THRONE, WHILE HE PULLS THE OTHER, AND BRINGS IT TO ITS PROPER DIMENSIONS. 14 WHEREUPON THE BYSTANDERS PRAISE GOD.
AND JOSEPH, WHERESOEVER HE WENT IN THE CITY, TOOK THE LORD JESUS WITH HIM, WHERE HE WAS SENT FOR TO WORK TO MAKE GATES, OR MILK-PAILS, OR SIEVES, OR BOXES, THE LORD JESUS WAS WITH HIM, WHERESOEVER BE WENT. 2 AND AS OFTEN AS JOSEPH HAD ANYTHING IN HIS WORK, TO MAKE LONGER, OR SHORTER, OR WIDER, OR NARROWER, THE LORD JESUS WOULD STRETCH HIS HAND TOWARDS IT. 3 AND PRESENTLY IT BECAME AS JOSEPH WOULD HAVE IT: 4 SO THAT HE HAD NO NEED TO FINISH ANYTHING WITH HIS OWN HANDS, FOR HE WAS NOT VERY SKILLFUL AT HIS CARPENTER'S TRADE. 5 ON A CERTAIN TIME THE KING OF JERUSALEM SENT FOR HIM, AND SAID, I WOULD HAVE THEE MAKE ME A THRONE OF THE SAME DIMENSIONS WITH THAT PLACE IN WHICH I COMMONLY SIT. 6 JOSEPH OBEYED, AND FORTHWITH BEGAN THE WORK, AND CONTINUED TWO YEARS IN THE KING'S PALACE BEFORE HE FINISHED IT. 7 AND WHEN HE CAME TO FIX IT IN ITS PLACE, HE FOUND IT WANTED TWO SPANS ON EACH SIDE OF THE APPOINTED MESSURE. 8 WHICH WHEN THE KING SAW, HE WAS VERY ANGRY WITH JOSEPH, 9 AND JOSEPH AFRAID OF THE KING'S ANGER, WENT TO BED WITHOUT HIS SUPPER, TAKING NOT ANY THING TO EAT. 10 THEN THE LORD JESUS ASKED HIM, WHAT HE WAS AFRAID OF? 11 JOSEPH REPLIED, BECAUSE I HAVE LOST MY LABOUR IN THE WORK WHICH I HAVE BEEN ABOUT THESE TWO YEARS. 12 JESUS SAID TO HIM, FEAR NOT, NEITHER BE CAST DOWN, 13 DO THOU LAY HOLD ON ONE SIDE OF THE THRONE, AND I WILL THE OTHER, AND WE WILL BRING IT TO ITS JUST DIMENSIONS. 14 AND WHEN JOSEPH HAD DONE AS THE LORD JESUS SAID, AND EACH OF THEM HAD WITH STRENGTH DRAWN HIS SIDE, THE THRONE OBEYED, AND WAS BROUGHT TO THE PROPER DIMENSIONS OF THE PLACE: 15 WHICH, MIRACLE WHEN THEY WHO STOOD BY SAW, THEY WERE ASTONISHED, AND PRAISED GOD. 16 THE THRONE WAS MADE OF THE SAME WOOD WHICH WAS IN BEING IN SOLOMON'S TIME, NAMELY, WOOD ADORNED WITH VARIOUS SHAPES, AND FIGURES. 
CHAPTER 17: 1 JESUS PLAYS WITH BOYS AT HIDE AND SEEK. 3 SOME WOMEN PUT HIS PLAYFELLOWS IN A FURNACE, 7 WHERE THEY ARE TRANSFORMED BY JESUS INTO KIDS. 10 JESUS CALLS THEM TO GO AND PLAY, AND THEY ARE RESTORED TO THEIR FORMER SHAPE.
ON ANOTHER DAY THE LORD JESUS GOING OUT INTO THE STREET, AND SEEING SOME BOYS WHO WERE MET TO PLAY, JOINED HIMSELF TO THEIR COMPANY. 2 BUT WHEN THEY SAW HIM, THEY HID THEMSELVES, AND LEFT HIM TO SEEK FOR THEM, 3 THE LORD JESUS CAME TO THE GATE OF A CERTAIN HOUSE, AND ASKED SOME WOMEN WHO WERE STANDING THERE, WHERE THE BOYS WERE GONE? 4 AND WHEN THEY ANSWERED, THAT THERE WAS NO ONE THERE, THE LORD JESUS SAID, WHO ARE THOSE WHOM YE SEE IN THE FURNACE? 5 THEY ANSWERED, THEY WERE KIDS OF THREE YEARS OLD. 6 THEN JESUS CRIED OUT ALOUD, AND SAID, COME OUT HITHER, O YE KIDS, TO YOUR SHEPHERD, 7 AND PRESENTLY THE BOYS CAME FORTH LIKE KIDS, AND LEAPED ABOUT HIM, WHICH WHEN THE WOMEN SAW, THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY AMAZED, AND TREMBLED, 8 THEN THEY IMMEDIATELY [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED, THE LORD JESUS, AND BESEECHED HIM, SAYING, O OUR LORD JESUS, SON OF MARY, THOU ART TRULY THAT GOOD SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL! HAVE MERCY ON THY HANDMAIDS, WHO STAND BEFORE THEE, WHO DO NOT DOUBT, BUT THAT THOU, O LORD, ART COME TO SAVE, AND NOT TO DESTROY. 9 AFTER THAT, WHEN THE LORD JESUS SAID, THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL ARE LIKE ETHIOPIANS AMONG THE PEOPLE, THE WOMEN SAID, THOU, LORD, KNOWEST ALL THINGS, NOR IS ANY THING CONCEALED FROM THEE: BUT NOW WE ENTREAT THEE, AND BESEECH OF THY MERCY, THAT THOU WOULDEST RESTORE THOSE BOYS TO THEIR FORMER STATE. 10 THEN JESUS SAID, COME HITHER, O BOYS, THAT WE MAY GO AND PLAY, AND IMMEDIATELY, IN THE PRESENCE OF THESE WOMEN, THE KIDS WERE CHANGED, AND RETURNED INTO THE SHAPE OF BOYS. 
CHAPTER 18: 1 JESUS BECOMES THE KING OF HIS PLAYFELLOWS, AND THEY CROWN HIM WITH FLOWERS, 4 MIRACULOUSLY CAUSES A SERPENT WHO HAD BITTEN SIMON THE CANANITE, THEN A BOY, TO SUCK OUT ALL THE POISON AGAIN, 16 THE SERPENT BURSTS, AND CHRIST RESTORES THE BOY TO HEALTH.
IN THE MONTH ADAR JESUS GATHERED TOGETHER THE BOYS, AND RANKED THEM AS THOUGH HE HAD BEEN A KING. 2 FOR THEY SPREAD THEIR GARMENTS ON THE GROUND FOR HIM TO SIT ON, AND HAVING MADE A CROWN OF FLOWERS, PUT IT UPON HIS HEAD, AND STOOD ON HIS RIGHT AND LEFT AS THE GUARDS OF A KING. 3 AND IF ANY ONE HAPPENED TO PASS BY, THEY TOOK HIM BY FORCE, AND SAID, COME HITHER, AND [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIP THE KING, THAT YOU MAY HAVE A PROSPEROUS JOURNEY. 4 IN THE MEAN TIME, WHILE THESE THINGS WERE DOING, THERE CAME CERTAIN MEN, CARRYING A BOY UPON A COUCH, 5 FOR THIS BOY HAVING GONE WITH HIS COMPANIONS TO THE MOUNTAIN TO GATHER WOOD, AND HAVING FOUND THERE A PARTRIDGE'S NEST, AND PUT HIS HAND IN TO TAKE OUT THE EGGS, WAS STUNG BY A POISONOUS SERPENT, WHICH LEAPED OUT OF THE NEST, SO THAT HE WAS FORCED TO CRY OUT FOR THE HELP OF HIS COMPANIONS, WHO, WHEN THEY CAME, FOUND HIM LYING UPON THE EARTH LIKE A DEAD PERSON. 6 AFTER WHICH HIS NEIGHBOURS CAME AND CARRIED HIM BACK INTO THE CITY. 7 BUT WHEN THEY CAME TO THE PLACE WHERE THE LORD JESUS, WAS SITTING LIKE A KING, AND THE OTHER BOYS STOOD AROUND HIM LIKE HIS MINISTERS, THE BOYS MADE HASTE TO MEET HIM, WHO WAS BITTEN BY THE SERPENT, AND SAID TO HIS NEIGHBOURS, COME AND PAY YOUR RESPECTS TO THE KING, 8 BUT WHEN, BY REASON OF THEIR SORROW, THEY REFUSED TO COME, THE BOYS DREW THEM, AND FORCED THEM AGAINST THEIR WILLS TO COME. 9 AND WHEN THEY CAME TO THE LORD JESUS, HE INQUIRED, ON WHAT ACCOUNT THEY CARRIED THAT BOY? 10 AND WHEN THEY ANSWERED THAT A SERPENT HAD BITTEN HIM, THE LORD JESUS SAID TO THE BOYS, LET US GO AND KILL THAT SERPENT. 11 BUT WHEN THE PARENTS OF THE BOY [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO BE EXCUSED, BECAUSE THEIR SON LAY AT THE POINT OF DEATH, THE BOYS MADE ANSWER, AND SAID, DID NOT YE HEAR WHAT THE KING SAID? LET US GO AND KILL THE SERPENT, AND WILL NOT YE OBEY HIM? 12 SO THEY BROUGHT THE COUCH BACK AGAIN, WHETHER THEY WOULD OR NOT. 13 AND WHEN THEY WERE COME TO THE NEST, THE LORD JESUS SAID TO THE BOYS, IS THIS THE SERPENT'S LURKING PLACE? THEY SAID, IT WAS. 14 THEN THE LORD JESUS CALLING THE SERPENT, IT PRESENTLY CAME FORTH AND SUBMITTED TO HIM, TO WHOM HE SAID, GO AND SUCK OUT ALL THE POISON WHICH THOU HAST INFUSED INTO THAT BOY: 15 SO THE SERPENT CREPT TO THE BOY, AND TOOK AWAY ALL ITS POISON AGAIN. 16 THEN THE LORD JESUS [SEXUALLY] CURSED THE SERPENT, SO THAT IT IMMEDIATELY BURST ASUNDER, AND DIED, 17 AND HE TOUCHED THE BOY WITH HIS HAND TO RESTORE HIM TO HIS FORMER HEALTH, 18 AND WHEN HE BEGAN TO CRY, THE LORD JESUS SAID, CEASE CRYING FOR HEREAFTER THOU SHALL BE MY DISCIPLE, 19 AND THIS IS THAT SIMON THE CANAANITE, WHO IS MENTIONED IN THE GOSPEL. 
CHAPTER 19: 1 JAMES BEING BITTEN BY A VIPER, JESUS BLOWS ON THE WOUND AND CURES HIM. 4 JESUS CHARGED WITH THROWING A BOY FROM THE ROOF OF, A HOUSE, 10 MIRACULOUSLY RAISES THE DEAD BOY TO ACQUIT HIM, 12 FETCHES WATER FOR HIS MOTHER, BREAKS THE PITCHER AND MIRACULOUSLY GATHERS THE WATER IN HIS MANTLE AND BRINGS IT HOME, 16 MAKES FISH POOLS ON THE SABBATH, 20 CAUSES A BOY TO DIE WHO BROKE THEM DOWN, 22 ANOTHER BOY RUNS AGAINST HIM, WHOM HE ALSO CAUSES TO DIE.
ON ANOTHER DAY JOSEPH SENT HIS SON JAMES TO GATHER WOOD, AND THE LORD JESUS WENT WITH HIM, 2 AND WHEN THEY CAME TO THE PLACE WHERE THE WOOD WAS, AND JAMES BEGAN TO GATHER IT, BEHOLD, A VENEMOUS VIPER BIT HIM, SO THAT HE BEGAN TO CRY, AND MAKE A NOISE. 3 THE LORD JESUS SEEING HIM IN THIS CONDITION, CAME TO HIM, AND BLOWED UPON THE PLACE WHERE THE VIPER HAD BIT HIM, AND IT WAS INSTANTLY WELL. 4 ON A CERTAIN DAY THE LORD JESUS WAS WITH SOME BOYS, WHO WERE PLAYING ON THE HOUSE-TOP, AND ONE OF THE BOYS FELL DOWN, AND PRESENTLY DIED. 5 UPON WHICH THE OTHER BOYS ALL RUNNING AWAY, THE LORD JESUS WAS LEFT ALONE ON THE HOUSE-TOP. 6 AND THE BOY'S RELATIONS CAME TO HIM AND SAID TO THE LORD JESUS, THOU DIDST THROW OUR SON DOWN FROM THE HOUSE-TOP. 7 BUT HE DENYING IT, THEY CRIED OUT, OUR SON IS DEAD, AND THIS IS HE WHO KILLED HIM. 8 THE LORD JESUS REPLIED TO THEM, DO NOT CHARGE ME WITH A [SEXUAL] CRIME OF WHICH YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO CONVICT ME, BUT LET US GO AND ASK THE BOY HIMSELF, WHO WILL BRING THE TRUTH TO LIGHT. 9 THEN THE LORD JESUS GOING DOWN STOOD OVER THE HEAD OF THE DEAD BOY, AND SAID WITH A LOUD VOICE, ZEINUNUS, ZEINUNUS, WHO THREW THEE DOWN FROM THE HOUSETOP? 10 THEN THE DEAD BOY ANSWERED, THOU DIDST NOT THROW ME DOWN, BUT SUCH A ONE DID. 11 AND WHEN THE LORD JESUS BADE THOSE WHO STOOD BY TO TAKE PRESENT PRAISED GOD ON ACCOUNT OF THAT MIRACLE. 12 ON A CERTAIN TIME THE LADY ST. MARY HAD COMMANDED THE LORD JESUS TO FETCH HER SOME WATER OUT OF THE WELL, 13 AND WHEN HE HAD GONE TO FETCH THE WATER, THE PITCHER, WHEN IT WAS BROUGHT UP FULL, BRAKE, 14 BUT JESUS SPREADING HIS MANTLE GATHERED UP THE WATER AGAIN, AND BROUGHT IT IN THAT TO HIS MOTHER, 15 WHO, BEING ASTONISHED AT THIS WONDERFUL THING, LAID UP THIS, AND ALL THE OTHER THINGS WHICH SHE HAD SEEN, IN HER MEMORY. 16 AGAIN ON ANOTHER DAY THE LORD JESUS WAS WITH SOME BOYS BY A RIVER, AND THEY DREW WATER OUT OF THE RIVER BY LITTLE CHANNELS, AND MADE LITTLE FISH-POOLS. 17 BUT THE LORD JESUS HAD MADE TWELVE SPARROWS, AND PLACED THEM ABOUT HIS POOL ON EACH SIDE, THREE ON A SIDE. 18 BUT IT WAS THE SABBATH DAY [SATURDAY], AND THE SON OF HANANI A JEW CAME BY, AND SAW THEM MAKING THESE THINGS, AND SAID, DO YE THUS MAKE FIGURES OF CLAY ON THE SABBATH [SATURDAY]? AND HE RAN TO THEM, AND BROKE DOWN THEIR FISH-POOLS. 19 BUT WHEN THE LORD JESUS CLAPPED HIS HANDS OVER THE SPARROWS WHICH HE HAD MADE, THEY FLED AWAY CHIRPING. 20 AT LENGTH THE SON OF HANANI COMING TO THE FISH-POOL OF JESUS TO DESTROY IT, THE WATER VANISHED AWAY, AND THE LORD JESUS SAID TO HIM, 21 IN LIKE MANNER AS THIS WATER HAD VANISHED, SO SHALL THY LIFE VANISH, AND PRESENTLY THE BOY DIED. 22 ANOTHER TIME, WHEN THE LORD JESUS WAS COMING HOME IN THE EVENING WITH JOSEPH, HE MET A BOY, WHO RAN SO HARD AGAINST HIM, THAT HE THREW HIM DOWN, 23 TO WHOM THE LORD JESUS SAID, AS THOU HAST THROWN ME DOWN, SO SHALT THOU FALL, NOR EVER RISE. 24 AND THAT MOMENT THE BOY FELL DOWN AND DIED. 
CHAPTER 20: 4 CHRIST SENT TO SCHOOL TO ZACCHEUS TO LEARN HIS LETTERS, AND TEACHES ZACCHEUS. 13 SENT TO ANOTHER SCHOOLMASTER, 14 REFUSES TO TELL HIS LETTERS, AND THE SCHOOLMASTER GOING TO WHIP HIM, HIS HAND WITHERS AND HE DIES.
THERE WAS ALSO AT JERUSALEM ONE NAMED ZACCHEUS, WHO WAS A SCHOOLMASTER: 2 AND HE SAID TO JOSEPH, JOSEPH, WHY DOST THOU NOT SEND JESUS TO ME, THAT HE MAY LEARN HIS LETTERS? 3 JOSEPH AGREED, AND TOLD ST. MARY, 4 SO THEY BROUGHT HIM TO THAT MASTER, WHO, AS SOON AS HE SAW HIM, WROTE OUT AN ALPHABET FOR HIM, 5 AND HE BADE HIM SAY ALEPH, AND WHEN HE HAD SAID ALEPH, THE MASTER BADE HIM PRONOUNCE BETH. 6 THEN THE LORD JESUS SAID TO HIM, TELL ME FIRST THE MEANING OF THE LETTER ALEPH, AND THEN I WILL PRONOUNCE BETH. 7 AND WHEN THE MASTER THREATENED TO WHIP HIM, THE LORD JESUS EXPLAINED TO HIM THE MEANING OF THE LETTERS ALEPH AND BETH, 8 ALSO WHICH WERE THE STRAIGHT FIGURES OF THE LETTERS, WHICH THE OBLIQUE, AND WHAT LETTERS HAD DOUBLE FIGURES, WHICH HAD POINTS, AND WHICH HAD NONE, WHY ONE LETTER WENT BEFORE ANOTHER, AND MANY OTHER THINGS HE BEGAN TO TELL HIM, AND EXPLAIN, OF WHICH THE MASTER HIMSELF HAD NEVER HEARD, NOR READ IN ANY BOOK. 9 THE LORD JESUS FARTHER SAID TO THE MASTER, TAKE NOTICE HOW I SAY TO THEE, THEN HE BEGAN CLEARLY AND DISTINCTLY TO SAY ALEPH, BETH, GIMEL, DALETH, AND SO ON TO THE END OF THE ALPHABET. 10 AT THIS THE MASTER WAS SO SURPRISED, THAT HE SAID, I BELIEVE THIS BOY WAS BORN BEFORE NOAH, 11 AND TURNING TO JOSEPH, HE SAID, THOU HAST BROUGHT A BOY TO ME TO BE TAUGHT, WHO IS MORE LEARNED THAN ANY MASTER. 12 HE SAID ALSO TO ST. MARY, THIS YOUR SON HAS NO NEED OF ANY LEARNING. 13 THEY BROUGHT HIM THEN TO A MORE LEARNED MASTER, WHO, WHEN HE SAW HIM, SAID, SAY ALEPH, 14 AND WHEN HE HAD SAID ALEPH, THE MASTER BADE HIM PRONOUNCE BETH, TO WHICH THE LORD JESUS REPLIED, TELL ME FIRST THE MEANING OF THE LETTER ALEPH, AND THEN I WILL PRONOUNCE BETH. 15 BUT THIS MASTER, WHEN HE DID LIFT UP HIS HAND TO WHIP HIM, HAD HIS HAND PRESENTLY WITHERED, AND HE DIED. 16 THEN SAID JOSEPH TO ST. MARY, HENCEFORTH WE WILL NOT ALLOW HIM TO GO OUT OF THE HOUSE, FOR EVERY ONE WHO DISPLEASES HIM IS KILLED. 
CHAPTER 21: [COMPARE LUKE II. 42, WHOSE MEAGRE ACCOUNT IS DEFICIENT OF THE SUBLIME DETAILS HERE GIVEN OF THE SUBJECTS DISPUTED UPON.] 1 DISPUTES LEARNEDLY WITH THE DOCTORS IN THE TEMPLE, 7 ON LAW, 9 ON ASTRONOMY, 12 ON PHYSICS AND METAPHYSICS.21 IS WORSHIPED BY A PHILOSOPHER, 28 AND FETCHED HOME BY HIS MOTHER. 
AND WHEN HE WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD, THEY BROUGHT HIM TO JERUSALEM TO THE FEAST, AND WHEN THE FEAST WAS OVER, THEY RETURNED. 2 BUT THE LORD JESUS CONTINUED BEHIND IN THE TEMPLE AMONG THE DOCTORS AND ELDERS, AND LEARNED MEN OF ISRAEL, TO WHOM HE PROPOSED SEVERAL QUESTIONS OF LEARNING, AND ALSO GAVE THEM ANSWERS: 3 FOR HE SAID TO THEM, WHOSE SON IS THE MESSIAH? THEY ANSWERED, THE SON OF DAVID. 4 WHY THEN, SAID HE, DOES HE IN THE SPIRIT CALL HIM LORD? WHEN HE SAITH, THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, SIT THOU AT MY RIGHT HAND, TILL I HAVE MADE THINE ENEMIES THY FOOTSTOOL. 5 THEN A CERTAIN PRINCIPAL RABBI ASKED HIM, HAST THOU READ BOOKS? 6 JESUS ANSWERED, HE HAD READ BOTH BOOKS, AND THE THINGS WHICH WERE CONTAINED IN BOOKS. 7 AND HE EXPLAINED TO THEM THE BOOKS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND PRECEPTS, AND STATUTES: AND THE MYSTERIES WHICH ARE CONTAINED IN THE BOOKS OF THE PROPHETS, THINGS WHICH THE MIND OF NO CREATURE COULD REACH. 8 THEN SAID THAT RABBI, I NEVER YET HAVE SEEN OR HEARD OF SUCH KNOWLEDGE! WHAT DO YOU THINK THAT BOY WILL BE? 9 WHEN A CERTAIN ASTRONOMER, WHO WAS PRESENT, ASKED THE LORD JESUS, WHETHER HE HAD STUDIED ASTRONOMY? 10 THE LORD JESUS REPLIED, AND TOLD HIM THE NUMBER OF THE SPHERES AND HEAVENLY BODIES, AS ALSO THEIR TRIANGULAR, SQUARE, AND SEXTILE ASPECT, THEIR PROGRESSIVE AND RETROGRADE MOTION, THEIR SIZE AND SEVERAL PROGNOSTICATIONS, AND OTHER THINGS WHICH THE REASON OF MAN HAD NEVER DISCOVERED. 11 THERE WAS ALSO AMONG THEM A PHILOSOPHER WELL SKILLED IN PHYSIC [S] AND NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, WHO ASKED THE LORD JESUS, WHETHER HE HAD STUDIED PHYSIC [S]? 12 HE REPLIED, AND EXPLAINED TO HIM PHYSICS AND METAPHYSICS. 13 ALSO THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE ABOVE AND BELOW THE POWER OF NATURE, 14 THE POWERS ALSO OF THE BODY, ITS HUMOURS, AND THEIR EFFECTS. 15 ALSO THE NUMBER OF ITS MEMBERS, AND BONES, VEINS, ARTERIES, AND NERVES, 16 THE SEVERAL CONSTITUTIONS OF BODY, HOT AND DRY, COLD AND MOIST, AND THE TENDENCIES OF THEM, 17 HOW THE SOUL OPERATED UPON THE BODY, 18 WHAT ITS VARIOUS SENSATIONS AND FACULTIES, WERE, 19 THE FACULTY OF SPEAKING, ANGER, [SEXLESS] DESIRE, 20 AND LASTLY THE MANNER OF ITS COMPOSITION AND DISSOLUTION, AND OTHER THINGS, WHICH THE UNDERSTANDING OF NO CREATURE HAD EVER REACHED. 21 THEN THAT PHILOSOPHER AROSE, AND [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED THE LORD JESUS, AND SAID, O LORD JESUS, FROM HENCEFORTH I WILL BE THY DISCIPLE AND SERVANT. 22 WHILE THEY WERE DISCOURSING ON THESE AND SUCH LIKE THINGS, THE LADY ST. MARY CAME IN, HAVING BEEN THREE DAYS WALKING ABOUT WITH JOSEPH, SEEKING FOR HIM. 23 AND WHEN SHE SAW HIM SITTING AMONG THE DOCTORS, AND IN HIS TURN PROPOSING QUESTIONS TO THEM, AND GIVING ANSWERS, SHE SAID TO HIM, MY SON, WHY HAST THOU DONE THUS BY US? BEHOLD I AND THY FATHER HAVE BEEN AT MUCH PAINS IN SEEKING THEE. 24 HE REPLIED, WHY DID YE SEEK ME? DID YE NOT KNOW THAT I OUGHT TO BE EMPLOYED IN MY FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] HOUSE? 25 BUT THEY UNDERSTOOD NOT THE WORDS WHICH HE SAID TO THEM. 26 THEN THE DOCTORS ASKED MARY, WHETHER THIS WERE HER SON? AND WHEN SHE SAID, HE WAS, THEY SAID, O HAPPY MARY, WHO HAST BORNE SUCH A SON. 27 THEN HE RETURNED WITH THEM TO NAZARETH, AND OBEYED THEM IN ALL THINGS. 28 AND HIS MOTHER KEPT ALL THESE THINGS IN HER MIND, 29 AND THE LORD JESUS GREW IN STATURE AND WISDOM, AND FAVOUR WITH GOD AND MAN. 
CHAPTER 22: 1 JESUS CONCEALS [MAKES TOP-SECRET] HIS MIRACLES, 2 JESUS STUDIES THE LAW, 3 JESUS IS THEN AND IS BAPTIZED. 
NOW FROM THIS TIME JESUS BEGAN TO CONCEAL HIS MIRACLES AND [TOP] SECRET WORKS, 2 AND GAVE HIMSELF TO THE STUDY OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, TILL HE ARRIVED TO THE END OF HIS THIRTIETH YEAR, 3 AT WHICH TIME THE FATHER [STEPHEN] PUBLICLY OWNED HIM AT JORDAN, SENDING DOWN THIS [SEXLESS] VOICE FROM HEAVEN, THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED, 4 THE HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24] BEING ALSO PRESENT IN THE FORM OF A DOVE. 5 THIS IS HE WHOM WE WORSHIP WITH ALL REVERENCE, BECAUSE HE GAVE US OUR LIFE AND BEING [ACTS 17:22-30], AND BROUGHT US FROM OUR MOTHER'S WOMB, GLORY TO GOD, 6 WHO, FOR OUR SAKES, TOOK A HUMAN BODY, AND HATH REDEEMED US, THAT SO HE MIGHT EMBRACE US WITH EVERLASTING MERCY, AND SHEW HIS FREE, LARGE, BOUNTIFUL GRACE AND GOODNESS TO US. 7 TO HIM BE GLORY AND PRAISE, AND POWER, AND DOMINION, FROM HENCEFORTH SAID FOR EVERMORE. AMEN. 
THE ARABIC GOSPEL OF THE INFANCY OF OUR SAVIOR
IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE SON [JESUS], AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN], ONE GOD. WITH THE HELP AND FAVOUR OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WE BEGIN TO WRITE A BOOK OF THE MIRACLES OF OUR LORD AND MASTER AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, WHICH IS CALLED THE GOSPEL OF THE INFANCY: IN THE PEACE OF THE LORD. AMEN. 
1.  WE FIND WHAT FOLLOWS IN THE BOOK OF JOSEPH THE HIGH PRIEST, WHO LIVED IN THE TIME OF CHRIST.  SOME SAY THAT HE IS CAIAPHAS. HE HAS SAID THAT JESUS SPOKE, AND, INDEED, WHEN HE WAS LYING IN HIS CRADLE SAID TO MARY HIS MOTHER:  I AM JESUS, THE SON OF GOD, THE LOGOS, WHOM THOU HAST BROUGHT FORTH, AS THE ANGEL GABRIEL ANNOUNCED TO THEE; AND MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS SENT ME FOR THE SALVATION OF THE WORLD. 
2.  IN THE THREE HUNDRED AND NINTH YEAR OF THE ERA OF ALEXANDER, AUGUSTUS PUT FORTH AN EDICT, THAT EVERY MAN SHOULD BE ENROLLED IN HIS NATIVE PLACE.  JOSEPH THEREFORE AROSE, AND TAKING MARY HIS SPOUSE, WENT AWAY TO JERUSALEM, AND CAME TO BETHLEHEM, TO BE ENROLLED ALONG WITH HIS FAMILY IN HIS NATIVE CITY.  AND HAVING COME TO A CAVE, MARY TOLD JOSEPH THAT THE TIME OF THE BIRTH WAS AT HAND, AND THAT SHE COULD NOT GO INTO THE CITY; BUT, SAID SHE, LET US GO INTO THIS CAVE.  THIS TOOK PLACE AT SUNSET.  AND JOSEPH WENT OUT IN HASTE TO GO FOR A WOMAN TO BE NEAR HER.  WHEN, THEREFORE, HE WAS BUSY ABOUT THAT, HE SAW A HEBREW OLD WOMAN BELONGING TO JERUSALEM, AND SAID:  COME HITHER, MY GOOD WOMAN, AND GO INTO THIS CAVE, IN WHICH THERE IS A WOMAN NEAR HER TIME. 
3.  WHEREFORE, AFTER SUNSET, THE OLD WOMAN, AND JOSEPH WITH HER, CAME TO THE CAVE, AND THEY BOTH WENT IN.  AND, BEHOLD, IT WAS FILLED WITH LIGHTS MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN THE GLEAMING OF LAMPS AND CANDLES, AND MORE SPLENDID THAN THE LIGHT OF THE SUN.  THE CHILD, ENWRAPPED IN SWADDLING CLOTHES, WAS SUCKING THE BREAST OF THE LADY MARY HIS MOTHER, BEING PLACED IN A STALL.  AND WHEN BOTH WERE WONDERING AT THIS LIGHT, THE OLD WOMAN ASKS THE LADY MARY:  ART THOU THE MOTHER OF THIS CHILD?  AND WHEN THE LADY MARY GAVE HER ASSENT, SHE SAYS:  THOU ART NOT AT ALL LIKE THE DAUGHTERS OF EVE.  THE LADY MARY SAID:  AS MY SON HAS NO EQUAL AMONG CHILDREN, SO HIS MOTHER HAS NO EQUAL AMONG WOMEN.  THE OLD WOMAN REPLIED:  MY MISTRESS, I CAME TO GET PAYMENT; I HAVE BEEN FOR A LONG TIME AFFECTED WITH PALSY.  OUR MISTRESS THE LADY MARY SAID TO HER:  PLACE THY HANDS UPON THE CHILD.  AND THE OLD WOMAN DID SO, AND WAS IMMEDIATELY CURED.  THEN SHE WENT FORTH, SAYING:  HENCEFORTH I WILL BE THE ATTENDANT AND SERVANT OF THIS CHILD ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE. 
4.  THEN CAME SHEPHERDS; AND WHEN THEY HAD LIGHTED A FIRE, AND WERE REJOICING GREATLY, THERE APPEARED TO THEM THE HOSTS OF HEAVEN PRAISING AND CELEBRATING GOD MOST HIGH [JEHOVAH]. AND WHILE THE SHEPHERDS WERE DOING THE SAME, THE CAVE WAS AT THAT TIME MADE LIKE A TEMPLE OF THE UPPER WORLD, SINCE BOTH HEAVENLY AND EARTHLY VOICES GLORIFIED AND MAGNIFIED GOD ON ACCOUNT OF THE BIRTH OF THE LORD CHRIST.  AND WHEN THAT OLD HEBREW WOMAN SAW THE MANIFESTATION OF THOSE MIRACLES, SHE THANKED GOD, SAYING:  I GIVE THEE THANKS, O GOD, THE GOD OF ISRAEL, BECAUSE MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THE BIRTH OF THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD. 
5.  AND THE TIME OF CIRCUMCISION, THAT IS, THE EIGHTH DAY, BEING AT HAND, THE CHILD WAS TO BE CIRCUMCISED ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW.  WHEREFORE THEY CIRCUMCISED HIM IN THE CAVE.  AND THE OLD HEBREW WOMAN TOOK THE PIECE OF SKIN; BUT SOME SAY THAT SHE TOOK THE NAVEL-STRING, AND LAID IT PAST IN A JAR OF OLD OIL OF NARD.  AND SHE HAD A SON, A DEALER IN UNGUENTS, AND SHE GAVE IT TO HIM, SAYING:  SEE THAT THOU DO NOT SELL THIS JAR OF UNGUENT OF NARD, EVEN ALTHOUGH THREE HUNDRED DENARII SHOULD BE OFFERED THEE FOR IT.  AND THIS IS THAT JAR WHICH MARY THE [SEXUAL] SINNER BOUGHT AND POURED UPON THE HEAD AND FEET OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHICH THEREAFTER SHE WIPED WITH THE HAIR OF HER HEAD.  TEN DAYS AFTER, THEY TOOK HIM TO JERUSALEM; AND ON THE FORTIETH DAY AFTER HIS BIRTH THEY CARRIED HIM INTO THE TEMPLE, AND SET HIM BEFORE THE LORD, AND OFFERED SACRIFICES FOR HIM, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES, WHICH IS:  EVERY MALE THAT OPENETH THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED THE HOLY OF GOD. 
6.  THEN OLD SIMEON SAW HIM SHINING LIKE A PILLAR OF LIGHT, WHEN THE LADY MARY, HIS VIRGIN MOTHER, REJOICING OVER HIM, WAS CARRYING HIM IN HER ARMS.  AND ANGELS, PRAISING HIM, STOOD ROUND HIM IN A CIRCLE, LIKE LIFE GUARDS STANDING BY A KING.  SIMEON THEREFORE WENT UP IN HASTE TO THE LADY MARY, AND, WITH HANDS STRETCHED OUT BEFORE HER, SAID TO THE LORD CHRIST:  NOW, O MY LORD, LET THY SERVANT DEPART IN PEACE, ACCORDING TO THY WORD; FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY COMPASSION, WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED FOR THE SALVATION OF ALL PEOPLES, A LIGHT TO ALL NATIONS, AND GLORY TO THY PEOPLE ISRAEL.  HANNA ALSO, A PROPHETESS, WAS PRESENT, AND CAME UP, GIVING THANKS TO GOD, AND CALLING THE LADY MARY BLESSED. 
7.  AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE LORD JESUS WAS BORN AT BETHLEHEM OF JUDÆA, IN THE TIME OF KING HEROD, BEHOLD, MAGI CAME FROM THE EAST TO JERUSALEM, AS ZERADUSCHT HAD PREDICTED; AND THERE WERE WITH THEM GIFTS, GOLD, AND FRANKINCENSE, AND MYRRH.  AND THEY ADORED HIM, AND PRESENTED TO HIM THEIR GIFTS.  THEN THE LADY MARY TOOK ONE OF THE SWADDLING-BANDS, AND, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SMALLNESS OF HER MEANS, GAVE IT TO THEM; AND THEY RECEIVED IT FROM HER WITH THE GREATEST MARKS OF HONOUR.  AND IN THE SAME HOUR THERE APPEARED TO THEM AN ANGEL IN THE FORM OF THAT STAR WHICH HAD BEFORE GUIDED THEM ON THEIR JOURNEY; AND THEY WENT AWAY, FOLLOWING THE GUIDANCE OF ITS LIGHT, UNTIL THEY ARRIVED IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY. 
8.  AND THEIR KINGS AND CHIEF MEN CAME TOGETHER TO THEM, ASKING WHAT THEY HAD SEEN OR DONE, HOW THEY HAD GONE AND COME BACK, WHAT THEY HAD BROUGHT WITH THEM.  AND THEY SHOWED THEM THAT SWATHING-CLOTH WHICH THE LADY MARY HAD GIVEN THEM.  WHEREFORE THEY CELEBRATED A FEAST, AND, ACCORDING TO THEIR CUSTOM, LIGHTED A FIRE AND WORSHIPPED IT, AND THREW THAT SWATHING-CLOTH INTO IT; AND THE FIRE LAID HOLD OF IT, AND ENVELOPED IT.  AND WHEN THE FIRE HAD GONE OUT, THEY TOOK OUT THE SWATHING-CLOTH EXACTLY AS IT HAD BEEN BEFORE, JUST AS IF THE FIRE HAD NOT TOUCHED IT.  WHEREFORE THEY BEGAN TO KISS IT, AND TO PUT IT ON THEIR HEADS AND THEIR EYES, SAYING:  THIS VERILY IS THE TRUTH WITHOUT DOUBT.  ASSUREDLY IT IS A GREAT THING THAT THE FIRE WAS NOT ABLE TO BURN OR DESTROY IT.  THEN THEY TOOK IT, AND WITH THE GREATEST HONOUR LAID IT UP AMONG THEIR TREASURES. 
9.  AND WHEN HEROD SAW THAT THE MAGI HAD LEFT HIM, AND NOT COME BACK TO HIM, HE SUMMONED THE PRIESTS AND THE WISE MEN, AND SAID TO THEM:  SHOW ME WHERE CHRIST IS TO BE BORN.  AND WHEN THEY ANSWERED, IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDÆA, HE BEGAN TO THINK OF PUTTING THE LORD JESUS CHRIST TO DEATH.  THEN APPEARED AN ANGEL OF THE LORD TO JOSEPH IN HIS SLEEP, AND SAID:  RISE, TAKE THE BOY AND HIS MOTHER, AND GO AWAY INTO EGYPT. HE ROSE, THEREFORE, TOWARDS COCKCROW, AND SET OUT. 
10.  WHILE HE IS REFLECTING HOW HE IS TO SET ABOUT HIS JOURNEY, MORNING CAME UPON HIM AFTER HE HAD GONE A VERY LITTLE WAY.  AND NOW HE WAS APPROACHING A GREAT CITY, IN WHICH THERE WAS AN IDOL, TO WHICH THE OTHER IDOLS AND GODS OF THE EGYPTIANS OFFERED GIFTS AND VOWS.  AND THERE STOOD BEFORE THIS IDOL A PRIEST MINISTERING TO HIM, WHO, AS OFTEN AS SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SPOKE FROM THAT IDOL, REPORTED IT TO THE INHABITANTS OF EGYPT AND ITS TERRITORIES.  THIS PRIEST HAD A SON, THREE YEARS OLD, BESET BY SEVERAL DEMONS; AND HE MADE MANY SPEECHES AND UTTERANCES; AND WHEN THE DEMONS SEIZED HIM, HE TORE HIS CLOTHES, AND REMAINED NAKED, AND THREW STONES AT THE PEOPLE.  AND THERE WAS A HOSPITAL IN THAT CITY DEDICATED TO THAT IDOL.  AND WHEN JOSEPH AND THE LADY MARY HAD COME TO THE CITY, AND HAD TURNED ASIDE INTO THAT HOSPITAL, THE CITIZENS WERE VERY MUCH AFRAID; AND ALL THE CHIEF MEN AND THE PRIESTS OF THE IDOLS CAME TOGETHER TO THAT IDOL, AND SAID TO IT:  WHAT AGITATION AND COMMOTION IS THIS THAT HAS ARISEN IN OUR LAND?  THE IDOL ANSWERED THEM:  A GOD HAS COME HERE IN SECRET, WHO IS GOD INDEED, NOR IS ANY GOD BESIDES HIM WORTHY OF DIVINE WORSHIP, BECAUSE HE IS TRULY THE SON OF GOD.  AND WHEN THIS LAND BECAME AWARE OF HIS PRESENCE, IT TREMBLED AT HIS ARRIVAL, AND WAS MOVED AND SHAKEN; AND WE ARE EXCEEDINGLY AFRAID FROM THE GREATNESS OF HIS POWER.  AND IN THE SAME HOUR THAT IDOL FELL DOWN, AND AT ITS FALL ALL, INHABITANTS OF EGYPT AND OTHERS, RAN TOGETHER. 
11.  AND THE SON OF THE PRIEST, HIS USUAL DISEASE HAVING COME UPON HIM, ENTERED THE HOSPITAL, AND THERE CAME UPON JOSEPH AND THE LADY MARY, FROM WHOM ALL OTHERS HAD FLED.  THE LADY MARY HAD WASHED THE CLOTHS OF THE LORD CHRIST, AND HAD SPREAD THEM OVER SOME WOOD.  THAT DEMONIAC BOY, THEREFORE, CAME AND TOOK ONE OF THE CLOTHS, AND PUT IT ON HIS HEAD.  THEN THE DEMONS, FLEEING IN THE SHAPE OF RAVENS AND SERPENTS, BEGAN TO GO FORTH OUT OF HIS MOUTH.  THE BOY, BEING IMMEDIATELY HEALED AT THE COMMAND OF THE LORD CHRIST, BEGAN TO PRAISE GOD, AND THEN TO GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD WHO HAD HEALED HIM.  AND WHEN HIS FATHER SAW HIM RESTORED TO HEALTH, MY SON, SAID HE, WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO THEE? AND BY WHAT MEANS HAST THOU BEEN HEALED?  THE SON ANSWERED:  WHEN THE DEMONS HAD THROWN ME ON THE GROUND, I WENT INTO THE HOSPITAL, AND THERE I FOUND AN AUGUST WOMAN WITH A BOY, WHOSE NEWLY-WASHED CLOTHS SHE HAD THROWN UPON SOME WOOD:  ONE OF THESE I TOOK UP AND PUT UPON MY HEAD, AND THE DEMONS LEFT ME AND FLED.  AT THIS THE FATHER REJOICED GREATLY, AND SAID:  MY SON, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THIS BOY IS THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH:  FOR WHEN HE CAME OVER TO US, THE IDOL WAS BROKEN, AND ALL THE GODS FELL, AND PERISHED BY THE POWER OF HIS MAGNIFICENCE. 
12.  HERE WAS FULFILLED THE PROPHECY WHICH SAYS, OUT OF EGYPT HAVE I CALLED MY SON. JOSEPH INDEED, AND MARY, WHEN THEY HEARD THAT THAT IDOL HAD FALLEN DOWN AND PERISHED, TREMBLED, AND WERE AFRAID.  THEN THEY SAID:  WHEN WE WERE IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL, HEROD THOUGHT TO PUT JESUS TO DEATH, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT SLEW ALL THE CHILDREN OF BETHLEHEM AND ITS CONFINES; AND THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THE EGYPTIANS, AS SOON AS THEY HAVE HEARD THAT THIS IDOL HAS BEEN BROKEN, WILL BURN US WITH FIRE. 
13.  GOING OUT THENCE, THEY CAME TO A PLACE WHERE THERE WERE ROBBERS WHO HAD PLUNDERED SEVERAL MEN OF THEIR BAGGAGE AND CLOTHES, AND HAD BOUND THEM.  THEN THE ROBBERS HEARD A GREAT NOISE, LIKE THE NOISE OF A MAGNIFICENT KING GOING OUT OF HIS CITY WITH HIS ARMY, AND HIS CHARIOTS AND HIS DRUMS; AND AT THIS THE ROBBERS WERE TERRIFIED, AND LEFT ALL THEIR PLUNDER.  AND THEIR CAPTIVES ROSE UP, LOOSED EACH OTHER’S BONDS, RECOVERED THEIR BAGGAGE, AND WENT AWAY.  AND WHEN THEY SAW JOSEPH AND MARY COMING UP TO THE PLACE, THEY SAID TO THEM:  WHERE IS THAT KING, AT THE HEARING OF THE MAGNIFICENT SOUND OF WHOSE APPROACH THE ROBBERS HAVE LEFT US, SO THAT WE HAVE ESCAPED SAFE?  JOSEPH ANSWERED THEM:  HE WILL COME BEHIND US. 
14.  THEREAFTER THEY CAME INTO ANOTHER CITY, WHERE THERE WAS A DEMONIAC WOMAN WHOM SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], ACCURSED AND REBELLIOUS, HAD BESET, WHEN ON ONE OCCASION SHE HAD GONE OUT BY NIGHT FOR WATER.  SHE COULD NEITHER BEAR CLOTHES, NOR LIVE IN A HOUSE; AND AS OFTEN AS THEY TIED HER UP WITH CHAINS AND THONGS, SHE BROKE THEM, AND FLED NAKED INTO WASTE PLACES; AND, STANDING IN CROSS-ROADS AND CEMETERIES, SHE KEPT THROWING STONES AT PEOPLE, AND BROUGHT VERY HEAVY CALAMITIES UPON HER FRIENDS.  AND WHEN THE LADY MARY SAW HER, SHE PITIED HER; AND UPON THIS SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] IMMEDIATELY LEFT HER, AND FLED AWAY IN THE FORM OF A YOUNG MAN, SAYING:  WOE TO ME FROM THEE, MARY, AND FROM THY SON.  SO THAT WOMAN WAS CURED OF HER TORMENT, AND BEING RESTORED TO HER SENSES, SHE BLUSHED ON ACCOUNT OF HER NAKEDNESS; AND SHUNNING THE SIGHT OF MEN, WENT HOME TO HER FRIENDS.  AND AFTER SHE PUT ON HER CLOTHES, SHE GAVE AN ACCOUNT OF THE MATTER TO HER FATHER AND HER FRIENDS; AND AS THEY WERE THE CHIEF MEN OF THE CITY, THEY RECEIVED THE LADY MARY AND JOSEPH WITH THE GREATEST HONOUR AND HOSPITALITY. 
15.  ON THE DAY AFTER, BEING SUPPLIED BY THEM WITH PROVISION FOR THEIR JOURNEY, THEY WENT AWAY, AND ON THE EVENING OF THAT DAY ARRIVED AT ANOTHER TOWN, IN WHICH THEY WERE CELEBRATING A MARRIAGE; BUT, BY THE ARTS OF ACCURSED SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND THE WORK OF ENCHANTERS, THE BRIDE HAD BECOME DUMB, AND COULD NOT SPEAK A WORD.  AND AFTER THE LADY MARY ENTERED THE TOWN, CARRYING HER SON THE LORD CHRIST, THAT DUMB BRIDE SAW HER, AND STRETCHED OUT HER HANDS TOWARDS THE LORD CHRIST, AND DREW HIM TO HER, AND TOOK HIM INTO HER ARMS, AND HELD HIM CLOSE AND KISSED HIM, AND LEANED OVER HIM, MOVING HIS BODY BACK AND FORWARDS.  IMMEDIATELY THE KNOT OF HER TONGUE WAS LOOSENED, AND HER EARS WERE OPENED; AND SHE GAVE THANKS AND PRAISE TO GOD, BECAUSE HE HAD RESTORED HER TO HEALTH.  AND THAT NIGHT THE INHABITANTS OF THAT TOWN EXULTED WITH JOY, AND THOUGHT THAT GOD AND HIS ANGELS HAD COME DOWN TO THEM. 
16.  THERE THEY REMAINED THREE DAYS, BEING HELD IN GREAT HONOUR, AND LIVING SPLENDIDLY.  THEREAFTER, BEING SUPPLIED BY THEM WITH PROVISION FOR THEIR JOURNEY, THEY WENT AWAY AND CAME TO ANOTHER CITY, IN WHICH, BECAUSE IT WAS VERY POPULOUS, THEY THOUGHT OF PASSING THE NIGHT.  AND THERE WAS IN THAT CITY AN EXCELLENT WOMAN:  AND ONCE, WHEN SHE HAD GONE TO THE RIVER TO BATHE, LO, ACCURSED SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], IN THE FORM OF A SERPENT, HAD LEAPT UPON HER, AND TWISTED HIMSELF ROUND HER BELLY; AND AS OFTEN AS NIGHT CAME ON, HE TYRANNICALLY TORMENTED HER.  THIS WOMAN, SEEING THE MISTRESS THE LADY MARY, AND THE CHILD, THE LORD CHRIST, IN HER BOSOM, WAS STRUCK WITH A LONGING FOR HIM, AND SAID TO THE MISTRESS THE LADY MARY:  O MISTRESS, GIVE ME THIS CHILD, THAT I MAY CARRY HIM, AND KISS HIM.  SHE THEREFORE GAVE HIM TO THE WOMAN; AND WHEN HE WAS BROUGHT TO HER, SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] LET HER GO, AND FLED AND LEFT HER, NOR DID THE WOMAN EVER SEE HIM AFTER THAT DAY.  WHEREFORE ALL WHO WERE PRESENT PRAISED GOD MOST HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND THAT WOMAN BESTOWED ON THEM LIBERAL GIFTS 
17.  ON THE DAY AFTER, THE SAME WOMAN TOOK SCENTED WATER TO WASH THE LORD JESUS, AND AFTER SHE HAD WASHED HIM, SHE TOOK THE WATER WITH WHICH SHE HAD DONE IT, AND POURED PART OF IT UPON A GIRL WHO WAS LIVING THERE, WHOSE BODY WAS WHITE WITH LEPROSY, AND WASHED HER WITH IT.  AND AS SOON AS THIS WAS DONE, THE GIRL WAS CLEANSED FROM HER LEPROSY.  AND THE TOWNSPEOPLE SAID:  THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT JOSEPH AND MARY AND THAT BOY ARE GODS, NOT MEN.  AND WHEN THEY WERE GETTING READY TO GO AWAY FROM THEM, THE GIRL WHO HAD LABOURED UNDER THE LEPROSY CAME UP TO THEM, AND ASKED THEM TO LET HER GO WITH THEM. 
18.  WHEN THEY HAD GIVEN HER PERMISSION, SHE WENT WITH THEM.  AND AFTERWARDS THEY CAME TO A CITY, IN WHICH WAS THE CASTLE OF A MOST ILLUSTRIOUS PRINCE, WHO KEPT A HOUSE FOR THE ENTERTAINMENT OF STRANGERS.  THEY TURNED INTO THIS PLACE; AND THE GIRL WENT AWAY TO THE PRINCE’S WIFE; AND SHE FOUND HER WEEPING AND SORROWFUL, AND SHE ASKED WHY SHE WAS WEEPING.  DO NOT BE SURPRISED, SAID SHE, AT MY TEARS; FOR I AM OVERWHELMED BY A GREAT AFFLICTION, WHICH AS YET I HAVE NOT ENDURED TO TELL TO ANY ONE.  PERHAPS, SAID THE GIRL, IF YOU REVEAL IT AND DISCLOSE IT TO ME, I MAY HAVE A REMEDY FOR IT.  HIDE THIS SECRET, THEN, REPLIED THE PRINCESS, AND TELL IT TO NO ONE.  I WAS MARRIED TO THIS PRINCE, WHO IS A KING AND RULER OVER MANY CITIES, AND I LIVED LONG WITH HIM, BUT BY ME HE HAD NO SON.  AND WHEN AT LENGTH I PRODUCED HIM A SON, HE WAS LEPROUS; AND AS SOON AS HE SAW HIM, HE TURNED AWAY WITH LOATHING, AND SAID TO ME:  EITHER KILL HIM, OR GIVE HIM TO THE NURSE TO BE BROUGHT UP IN SOME PLACE FROM WHICH WE SHALL NEVER HEAR OF HIM MORE.  AFTER THIS I CAN HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THEE, AND I WILL NEVER SEE THEE MORE.  ON THIS ACCOUNT I KNOW NOT WHAT TO DO, AND I AM OVERWHELMED WITH GRIEF.  ALAS! MY SON.  ALAS! MY HUSBAND.  DID I NOT SAY SO? SAID THE GIRL.  I HAVE FOUND A CURE FOR THY DISEASE, AND I SHALL TELL IT THEE.  FOR I TOO WAS A LEPER; BUT I WAS CLEANSED BY GOD, WHO IS JESUS, THE SON OF THE LADY MARY.  AND THE WOMAN ASKING HER WHERE THIS GOD WAS WHOM SHE HAD SPOKEN OF, HERE, WITH THEE, SAID THE GIRL; HE IS LIVING IN THE SAME HOUSE.  BUT HOW IS THIS POSSIBLE? SAID SHE.  WHERE IS HE?  THERE, SAID THE GIRL, ARE JOSEPH AND MARY; AND THE CHILD WHO IS WITH THEM IS CALLED JESUS; AND HE IT IS WHO CURED ME OF MY DISEASE AND MY TORMENT.  BUT BY WHAT MEANS, SAID SHE, WAST THOU CURED OF THY LEPROSY?  WILT THOU NOT TELL ME THAT?  WHY NOT? SAID THE GIRL.  I GOT FROM HIS MOTHER THE WATER IN WHICH HE HAD BEEN WASHED, AND POURED IT OVER MYSELF; AND SO, I WAS CLEANSED FROM MY LEPROSY.  THEN THE PRINCESS ROSE UP, AND INVITED THEM TO AVAIL THEMSELVES OF HER HOSPITALITY.  AND SHE PREPARED A SPLENDID BANQUET FOR JOSEPH IN A GREAT ASSEMBLY OF THE MEN OF THE PLACE.  AND ON THE FOLLOWING DAY SHE TOOK SCENTED WATER WITH WHICH TO WASH THE LORD JESUS, AND THEREAFTER POURED THE SAME WATER OVER HER SON, WHOM SHE HAD TAKEN WITH HER; AND IMMEDIATELY HER SON WAS CLEANSED FROM HIS LEPROSY.  THEREFORE, SINGING THANKS AND PRAISES TO GOD, SHE SAID:  BLESSED IS THE MOTHER WHO BORE THEE, O JESUS; DOST THOU SO CLEANSE THOSE WHO SHARE THE SAME NATURE WITH THEE WITH THE WATER IN WHICH THY BODY HAS BEEN WASHED?  BESIDES, SHE BESTOWED GREAT GIFTS UPON THE MISTRESS THE LADY MARY, AND SENT HER AWAY WITH GREAT HONOUR. 
19.  COMING THEREAFTER TO ANOTHER CITY, THEY WISHED TO SPEND THE NIGHT IN IT.  THEY TURNED ASIDE, THEREFORE, TO THE HOUSE OF A MAN NEWLY MARRIED, BUT WHO, UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF WITCHCRAFT, WAS NOT ABLE TO ENJOY HIS WIFE; AND WHEN THEY HAD SPENT THAT NIGHT WITH HIM, HIS BOND WAS LOOSED.  AND AT DAYBREAK, WHEN THEY WERE GIRDING THEMSELVES FOR THEIR JOURNEY, THE BRIDEGROOM WOULD NOT LET THEM GO, AND PREPARED FOR THEM A GREAT BANQUET. 
20.  THEY SET OUT, THEREFORE, ON THE FOLLOWING DAY; AND AS THEY CAME NEAR ANOTHER CITY, THEY SAW THREE WOMEN WEEPING AS THEY CAME OUT OF A CEMETERY.  AND WHEN THE LADY MARY BEHELD THEM, SHE SAID TO THE GIRL WHO ACCOMPANIED HER:  ASK THEM WHAT IS THE MATTER WITH THEM, OR WHAT CALAMITY HAS BEFALLEN THEM.  AND TO THE GIRL’S QUESTIONS THEY MADE NO REPLY, BUT ASKED IN THEIR TURN:  WHENCE ARE YOU, AND WHITHER ARE YOU GOING? FOR THE DAY IS ALREADY PAST, AND NIGHT IS COMING ON APACE.  WE ARE TRAVELLERS, SAID THE GIRL, AND ARE SEEKING A HOUSE OF ENTERTAINMENT IN WHICH WE MAY PASS THE NIGHT.  THEY SAID:  GO WITH US, AND SPEND THE NIGHT WITH US.  THEY FOLLOWED THEM, THEREFORE, AND WERE BROUGHT INTO A NEW HOUSE WITH SPLENDID DECORATIONS AND FURNITURE.  NOW IT WAS WINTER; AND THE GIRL, GOING INTO THE CHAMBER OF THESE WOMEN, FOUND THEM AGAIN WEEPING AND LAMENTING.  THERE STOOD BESIDE THEM A MULE, COVERED WITH HOUSINGS OF CLOTH OF GOLD, AND SESAME WAS PUT BEFORE HIM; AND THE WOMEN WERE KISSING HIM, AND GIVING HIM FOOD.  AND THE GIRL SAID:  WHAT IS ALL THE ADO, MY LADIES, ABOUT THIS MULE?  THEY ANSWERED HER WITH TEARS, AND SAID:  THIS MULE, WHICH THOU SEEST, WAS OUR BROTHER, BORN OF THE SAME MOTHER WITH OURSELVES.  AND WHEN OUR FATHER DIED, AND LEFT US GREAT WEALTH, AND THIS ONLY BROTHER, WE DID OUR BEST TO GET HIM MARRIED, AND WERE PREPARING HIS NUPTIALS FOR HIM, AFTER THE MANNER OF MEN.  BUT SOME WOMEN, MOVED BY MUTUAL JEALOUSY, BEWITCHED HIM UNKNOWN TO US; AND ONE NIGHT, A LITTLE BEFORE DAYBREAK, WHEN THE DOOR OF OUR HOUSE WAS SHUT, WE SAW THAT THIS OUR BROTHER HAD BEEN TURNED INTO A MULE, AS THOU NOW BEHOLDEST HIM.  AND WE ARE SORROWFUL, AS THOU SEEST, HAVING NO FATHER TO COMFORT US:  THERE IS NO WISE MAN, OR MAGICIAN, OR ENCHANTER IN THE WORLD THAT WE HAVE OMITTED TO SEND FOR; BUT NOTHING HAS DONE US ANY GOOD.  AND AS OFTEN AS OUR HEARTS ARE OVERWHELMED WITH GRIEF, WE RISE AND GO AWAY WITH OUR MOTHER HERE, AND WEEP AT OUR FATHER’S GRAVE, AND COME BACK AGAIN. 
21.  AND WHEN THE GIRL HEARD THESE THINGS, BE OF GOOD COURAGE, SAID SHE, AND WEEP NOT:  FOR THE CURE OF YOUR CALAMITY IS NEAR; YEA, IT IS BESIDE YOU, AND IN THE MIDDLE OF YOUR OWN HOUSE.  FOR I ALSO WAS A LEPER; BUT WHEN I SAW THAT WOMAN, AND ALONG WITH HER THAT YOUNG CHILD, WHOSE NAME IS JESUS, I SPRINKLED MY BODY WITH THE WATER WITH WHICH HIS MOTHER HAD WASHED HIM, AND I WAS CURED.  AND I KNOW THAT HE CAN CURE YOUR AFFLICTION ALSO.  BUT RISE, GO TO MARY MY MISTRESS; BRING HER INTO YOUR HOUSE, AND TELL HER YOUR SECRET; AND ENTREAT AND SUPPLICATE HER TO HAVE PITY UPON YOU.  AFTER THE WOMAN HAD HEARD THE GIRL’S WORDS, THEY WENT IN HASTE TO THE LADY MARY, AND BROUGHT HER INTO THEIR CHAMBER, AND SAT DOWN BEFORE HER WEEPING, AND SAYING:  O OUR MISTRESS, LADY MARY, HAVE PITY ON THY HAND-MAIDENS; FOR NO ONE OLDER THAN OURSELVES, AND NO HEAD OF THE FAMILY, IS LEFT—NEITHER FATHER NOR BROTHER—TO LIVE WITH US; BUT THIS MULE WHICH THOU SEEST WAS OUR BROTHER, AND WOMEN HAVE MADE HIM SUCH AS THOU SEEST BY WITCHCRAFT.  WE BESEECH THEE, THEREFORE, TO HAVE PITY UPON US.  THEN, GRIEVING AT THEIR LOT, THE LADY MARY TOOK UP THE LORD JESUS, AND PUT HIM ON THE MULE’S BACK; AND SHE WEPT AS WELL AS THE WOMEN, AND SAID TO JESUS CHRIST:  ALAS! MY SON, HEAL THIS MULE BY THY MIGHTY POWER, AND MAKE HIM A MAN ENDOWED WITH REASON AS HE WAS BEFORE.  AND WHEN THESE WORDS WERE UTTERED BY THE LADY MARY, HIS FORM WAS CHANGED, AND THE MULE BECAME A YOUNG MAN, FREE FROM EVERY DEFECT.  THEN HE AND HIS MOTHER AND HIS SISTERS ADORED THE LADY MARY, AND LIFTED THE BOY ABOVE THEIR HEADS, AND BEGAN TO KISS HIM, SAYING:  BLESSED IS SHE THAT BORE THEE, O JESUS, O SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD; BLESSED ARE THE EYES WHICH ENJOY THE FELICITY OF SEEING THEE. 
22.  MOREOVER, BOTH THE SISTERS SAID TO THEIR MOTHER:  OUR BROTHER INDEED, BY THE AID OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND BY THE SALUTARY INTERVENTION OF THIS GIRL, WHO POINTED OUT TO US MARY AND HER SON, HAS BEEN RAISED TO HUMAN FORM.  NOW, INDEED, SINCE OUR BROTHER IS UNMARRIED, IT WOULD DO VERY WELL FOR US TO GIVE HIM AS HIS WIFE THIS GIRL, THEIR SERVANT.  AND HAVING ASKED THE LADY MARY, AND OBTAINED HER CONSENT, THEY MADE A SPLENDID WEDDING FOR THE GIRL; AND THEIR SORROW BEING CHANGED INTO JOY, AND THE BEATING OF THEIR BREASTS INTO DANCING, THEY BEGAN TO BE GLAD, TO REJOICE, TO EXULT, AND SING—ADORNED, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR GREAT JOY, IN MOST SPLENDID AND GORGEOUS ATTIRE.  THEN THEY BEGAN TO RECITE SONGS AND PRAISES, AND TO SAY:  O JESUS, SON OF DAVID, WHO TURNEST SORROW INTO GLADNESS, AND LAMENTATIONS INTO JOY!  AND JOSEPH AND MARY REMAINED THERE TEN DAYS.  THEREAFTER THEY SET OUT, TREATED WITH GREAT HONOURS BY THESE PEOPLE, WHO BADE THEM FAREWELL, AND FROM BIDDING THEM FAREWELL RETURNED WEEPING, ESPECIALLY THE GIRL. 
23.  AND TURNING AWAY FROM THIS PLACE, THEY CAME TO A DESERT; AND HEARING THAT IT WAS INFESTED BY ROBBERS, JOSEPH AND THE LADY MARY RESOLVED TO CROSS THIS REGION BY NIGHT.  BUT AS THEY GO ALONG, BEHOLD, THEY SEE TWO ROBBERS LYING IN THE WAY, AND ALONG WITH THEM A GREAT NUMBER OF ROBBERS, WHO WERE THEIR ASSOCIATES, SLEEPING.  NOW THOSE TWO ROBBERS, INTO WHOSE HANDS THEY HAD FALLEN, WERE TITUS AND DUMACHUS.  TITUS THEREFORE SAID TO DUMACHUS:  I BESEECH THEE TO LET THESE PERSONS GO FREELY, AND SO THAT OUR COMRADES MAY NOT SEE THEM.  AND AS DUMACHUS REFUSED, TITUS SAID TO HIM AGAIN:  TAKE TO THYSELF FORTY DRACHMAS FROM ME, AND HOLD THIS AS A PLEDGE.  AT THE SAME TIME, HE HELD OUT TO HIM THE BELT WHICH HE HAD ABOUT HIS WAIST, TO KEEP HIM FROM OPENING HIS MOUTH OR SPEAKING.  AND THE LADY MARY, SEEING THAT THE ROBBER HAD DONE THEM A KINDNESS, SAID TO HIM:  THE LORD GOD WILL SUSTAIN THEE BY HIS RIGHT HAND, AND WILL GRANT THEE REMISSION OF THY [SEXUAL] SINS.  AND THE LORD JESUS ANSWERED, AND SAID TO HIS MOTHER:  THIRTY YEARS HENCE, O MY MOTHER, THE JEWS WILL CRUCIFY ME AT JERUSALEM, AND THESE TWO ROBBERS WILL BE RAISED UPON THE CROSS ALONG WITH ME, TITUS ON MY RIGHT HAND AND DUMACHUS ON MY LEFT; AND AFTER THAT DAY TITUS SHALL GO BEFORE ME INTO PARADISE.  AND SHE SAID:  GOD KEEP THIS FROM THEE, MY SON.  AND THEY WENT THENCE TOWARDS A CITY OF IDOLS, WHICH, AS THEY CAME NEAR IT, WAS CHANGED INTO SAND-HILLS. 
24.  HENCE THEY TURNED ASIDE TO THAT SYCAMORE WHICH IS NOW CALLED MATAREA, AND THE LORD JESUS BROUGHT FORTH IN MATAREA A FOUNTAIN IN WHICH THE LADY MARY WASHED HIS SHIRT.  AND FROM THE SWEAT OF THE LORD JESUS WHICH SHE SPRINKLED THERE, BALSAM WAS PRODUCED IN THAT REGION. 
25.  THENCE THEY CAME DOWN TO MEMPHIS, AND SAW PHARAOH, AND REMAINED THREE YEARS IN EGYPT; AND THE LORD JESUS DID IN EGYPT VERY MANY MIRACLES WHICH ARE RECORDED NEITHER IN THE GOSPEL OF THE INFANCY NOR IN THE PERFECT GOSPEL. 
26.  AND AT THE END OF THE THREE YEARS HE CAME BACK OUT OF EGYPT, AND RETURNED.  AND WHEN THEY HAD ARRIVED AT JUDÆA, JOSEPH WAS AFRAID TO ENTER IT; BUT HEARING THAT HEROD WAS DEAD, AND THAT ARCHELAUS HIS SON HAD SUCCEEDED HIM, HE WAS AFRAID INDEED, BUT HE WENT INTO JUDÆA.  AND AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO HIM, AND SAID:  O JOSEPH, GO INTO THE CITY OF NAZARETH, AND THERE ABIDE. WONDERFUL INDEED, THAT THE LORD OF THE WORLD SHOULD BE THUS BORNE AND CARRIED ABOUT THROUGH THE WORLD! 
27.  THEREAFTER, GOING INTO THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM, THEY SAW THERE MANY AND GRIEVOUS DISEASES INFESTING THE EYES OF THE CHILDREN, WHO WERE DYING IN CONSEQUENCE.  AND A WOMAN WAS THERE WITH A SICK SON, WHOM, NOW VERY NEAR DEATH, SHE BROUGHT TO THE LADY MARY, WHO SAW HIM AS SHE WAS WASHING JESUS CHRIST.  THEN SAID THE WOMAN TO HER:  O MY LADY MARY, LOOK UPON THIS SON OF MINE, WHO IS LABOURING UNDER A GRIEVOUS DISEASE.  AND THE LADY MARY LISTENED TO HER, AND SAID:  TAKE A LITTLE OF THAT WATER IN WHICH I HAVE WASHED MY SON, AND SPRINKLE HIM WITH IT.  SHE THEREFORE TOOK A LITTLE OF THE WATER, AS THE LADY MARY HAD TOLD HER, AND SPRINKLED IT OVER HER SON.  AND WHEN THIS WAS DONE HIS ILLNESS ABATED; AND AFTER SLEEPING A LITTLE, HE ROSE UP FROM SLEEP SAFE AND SOUND.  HIS MOTHER REJOICING AT THIS, AGAIN TOOK HIM TO THE LADY MARY.  AND SHE SAID TO HER:  GIVE THANKS TO GOD, BECAUSE HE HATH HEALED THIS THY SON. 
28.  THERE WAS IN THE SAME PLACE ANOTHER WOMAN, A NEIGHBOUR OF HER WHOSE SON HAD LATELY BEEN RESTORED TO HEALTH.  AND AS HER SON WAS LABOURING UNDER THE SAME DISEASE, AND HIS EYES WERE NOW ALMOST BLINDED, SHE WEPT NIGHT AND DAY.  AND THE MOTHER OF THE CHILD THAT HAD BEEN CURED SAID TO HER:  WHY DOST THOU NOT TAKE THY SON TO THE LADY MARY, AS I DID WITH MINE WHEN HE WAS NEARLY DEAD?  AND HE GOT WELL WITH THAT WATER WITH WHICH THE BODY OF HER SON JESUS HAD BEEN WASHED.  AND WHEN THE WOMAN HEARD THIS FROM HER, SHE TOO WENT AND GOT SOME OF THE SAME WATER, AND WASHED HER SON WITH IT, AND HIS BODY AND HIS EYES WERE INSTANTLY MADE WELL.  HER ALSO, WHEN SHE HAD BROUGHT HER SON TO HER, AND DISCLOSED TO HER ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED, THE LADY MARY ORDERED TO GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR HER SON’S RESTORATION TO HEALTH, AND TO TELL NOBODY OF THIS MATTER. 
29.  THERE WERE IN THE SAME CITY TWO WOMEN, WIVES OF ONE MAN, EACH HAVING A SON ILL WITH FEVER.  THE ONE WAS CALLED MARY, AND HER SON’S NAME WAS CLEOPAS.  SHE ROSE AND TOOK UP HER SON, AND WENT TO THE LADY MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS, AND OFFERING HER A BEAUTIFUL MANTLE, SAID:  O MY LADY MARY, ACCEPT THIS MANTLE, AND FOR IT GIVE ME ONE SMALL BANDAGE.  MARY DID SO, AND THE MOTHER OF CLEOPAS WENT AWAY, AND MADE A SHIRT OF IT, AND PUT IT ON HER SON.  SO, HE WAS CURED OF HIS DISEASE; BUT THE SON OF HER RIVAL DIED.  HENCE THERE SPRUNG UP HATRED BETWEEN THEM; AND AS THEY DID THE HOUSE-WORK WEEK ABOUT, AND AS IT WAS THE TURN OF MARY THE MOTHER OF CLEOPAS, SHE HEATED THE OVEN TO BAKE BREAD; AND GOING AWAY TO BRING THE LUMP THAT SHE HAD KNEADED, SHE LEFT HER SON CLEOPAS BESIDE THE OVEN.  HER RIVAL SEEING HIM ALONE—AND THE OVEN WAS VERY HOT WITH THE FIRE BLAZING UNDER IT—SEIZED HIM AND THREW HIM INTO THE OVEN, AND TOOK HERSELF OFF.  MARY COMING BACK, AND SEEING HER SON CLEOPAS LYING IN THE OVEN LAUGHING, AND THE OVEN QUITE COLD, AS IF NO FIRE HAD EVER COME NEAR IT, KNEW THAT HER RIVAL HAD THROWN HIM INTO THE FIRE.  SHE DREW HIM OUT, THEREFORE, AND TOOK HIM TO THE LADY MARY, AND TOLD HER OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO HIM.  AND SHE SAID:  KEEP SILENCE, AND TELL NOBODY OF THE AFFAIR; FOR I AM AFRAID FOR YOU IF YOU DIVULGE IT.  AFTER THIS HER RIVAL WENT TO THE WELL TO DRAW WATER; AND SEEING CLEOPAS PLAYING BESIDE THE WELL, AND NOBODY NEAR, SHE SEIZED HIM AND THREW HIM INTO THE WELL, AND WENT HOME HERSELF.  AND SOME MEN WHO HAD GONE TO THE WELL FOR WATER SAW THE BOY SITTING ON THE SURFACE OF THE WATER; AND SO, THEY WENT DOWN AND DREW HIM OUT.  AND THEY WERE SEIZED WITH A GREAT ADMIRATION OF THAT BOY, AND PRAISED GOD.  THEN CAME HIS MOTHER, AND TOOK HIM UP, AND WENT WEEPING TO THE LADY MARY, AND SAID:  O MY LADY, SEE WHAT MY RIVAL HAS DONE TO MY SON, AND HOW SHE HAS THROWN HIM INTO THE WELL; SHE WILL BE SURE TO DESTROY HIM SOME DAY OR OTHER.  THE LADY MARY SAID TO HER:  GOD WILL AVENGE THEE UPON HER.  THEREAFTER, WHEN HER RIVAL WENT TO THE WELL TO DRAW WATER, HER FEET GOT ENTANGLED IN THE ROPE, AND SHE FELL INTO THE WELL.  SOME MEN CAME TO DRAW HER OUT, BUT THEY FOUND HER SKULL FRACTURED AND HER BONES BROKEN.  THUS, SHE DIED A MISERABLE DEATH, AND IN HER CAME TO PASS THAT SAYING:  THEY HAVE DIGGED A WELL DEEP, BUT HAVE FALLEN INTO THE PIT WHICH THEY HAD PREPARED. 
30.  ANOTHER WOMAN THERE HAD TWIN SONS WHO HAD FALLEN INTO DISEASE, AND ONE OF THEM DIED, AND THE OTHER WAS AT HIS LAST BREATH.  AND HIS MOTHER, WEEPING, LIFTED HIM UP, AND TOOK HIM TO THE LADY MARY, AND SAID:  O MY LADY, AID ME AND SUCCOUR ME.  FOR I HAD TWO SONS, AND I HAVE JUST BURIED THE ONE, AND THE OTHER IS AT THE POINT OF DEATH.  SEE HOW I AM GOING TO ENTREAT AND PRAY TO GOD.  AND SHE BEGAN TO SAY:  O LORD, THOU ART COMPASSIONATE, AND MERCIFUL, AND FULL OF AFFECTION.  THOU GAVEST ME TWO SONS, OF WHOM THOU HAST TAKEN AWAY THE ONE:  THIS ONE AT LEAST, LEAVE TO ME.  WHEREFORE THE LADY MARY, SEEING THE FERVOUR OF HER WEEPING, HAD COMPASSION ON HER, AND SAID:  PUT THY SON IN MY SON’S BED, AND COVER HIM WITH HIS CLOTHES.  AND WHEN SHE HAD PUT HIM IN THE BED IN WHICH CHRIST WAS LYING, HE HAD ALREADY CLOSED HIS EYES IN DEATH; BUT AS SOON AS THE SMELL OF THE CLOTHES OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST REACHED THE BOY, HE OPENED HIS EYES, AND, CALLING UPON HIS MOTHER WITH A LOUD VOICE, HE ASKED FOR BREAD, AND TOOK IT AND SUCKED IT.  THEN HIS MOTHER SAID:  O LADY MARY, NOW I KNOW THAT THE POWER OF GOD DWELLETH IN THEE, SO THAT THY SON HEALS THOSE THAT PARTAKE OF THE SAME NATURE WITH HIMSELF, AS SOON AS THEY HAVE TOUCHED HIS CLOTHES.  THIS BOY THAT WAS HEALED IS HE WHO IN THE GOSPEL IS CALLED BARTHOLOMEW. 
31.  MOREOVER, THERE WAS THERE A LEPROUS WOMAN, AND SHE WENT TO THE LADY MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS, AND SAID:  MY LADY, HELP ME.  AND THE LADY MARY ANSWERED:  WHAT HELP DOST THOU SEEK?  IS IT GOLD OR SILVER? OR IS IT THAT THY BODY BE MADE CLEAN FROM THE LEPROSY?  AND THAT WOMAN ASKED:  WHO CAN GRANT ME THIS?  AND THE LADY MARY SAID TO HER:  WAIT A LITTLE, UNTIL I SHALL HAVE WASHED MY SON JESUS, AND PUT HIM TO BED.  THE WOMAN WAITED, AS MARY HAD TOLD HER; AND WHEN SHE HAD PUT JESUS TO BED, SHE HELD OUT TO THE WOMAN THE WATER IN WHICH SHE HAD WASHED HIS BODY, AND SAID:  TAKE A LITTLE OF THIS WATER, AND POUR IT OVER THY BODY.  AND AS SOON AS SHE HAD DONE SO, SHE WAS CLEANSED, AND GAVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD. 
32.  THEREFORE, AFTER STAYING WITH HER THREE DAYS, SHE WENT AWAY; AND COMING TO A CITY, SAW THERE ONE OF THE CHIEF MEN, WHO HAD MARRIED THE DAUGHTER OF ANOTHER OF THE CHIEF MEN.  BUT WHEN HE SAW THE WOMAN, HE BEHELD BETWEEN HER EYES THE MARK OF LEPROSY IN THE SHAPE OF A STAR; AND SO, THE MARRIAGE WAS DISSOLVED, AND BECAME NULL AND VOID.  AND WHEN THAT WOMAN SAW THEM IN THIS CONDITION, WEEPING AND OVERWHELMED WITH SORROW, SHE ASKED THE CAUSE OF THEIR GRIEF.  BUT THEY SAID:  INQUIRE NOT INTO OUR CONDITION, FOR TO NO ONE LIVING CAN WE TELL OUR GRIEF, AND TO NONE BUT OURSELVES CAN WE DISCLOSE IT.  SHE URGED THEM, HOWEVER, AND ENTREATED THEM TO ENTRUST IT TO HER, SAYING THAT SHE WOULD PERHAPS BE ABLE TO TELL THEM OF A REMEDY.  AND WHEN THEY SHOWED HER THE GIRL, AND THE SIGN OF LEPROSY WHICH APPEARED BETWEEN HER EYES, AS SOON AS SHE SAW IT, THE WOMAN SAID:  I ALSO, WHOM YOU SEE HERE, LABOURED UNDER THE SAME DISEASE, WHEN, UPON SOME BUSINESS WHICH HAPPENED TO COME IN MY WAY, I WENT TO BETHLEHEM.  THERE GOING INTO A CAVE, I SAW A WOMAN NAMED MARY, WHOSE SON WAS HE WHO WAS NAMED JESUS; AND WHEN SHE SAW THAT I WAS A LEPER, SHE TOOK PITY ON ME, AND HANDED ME THE WATER WITH WHICH SHE HAD WASHED HER SON’S BODY.  WITH IT I SPRINKLED MY BODY, AND CAME OUT CLEAN.  THEN THE WOMAN SAID TO HER:  WILT THOU NOT, O LADY, RISE AND GO WITH US, AND SHOW US THE LADY MARY?  AND SHE ASSENTED; AND THEY ROSE AND WENT TO THE LADY MARY, CARRYING WITH THEM SPLENDID GIFTS.  AND WHEN THEY HAD GONE IN, AND PRESENTED TO HER THE GIFTS, THEY SHOWED HER THE LEPROUS GIRL WHOM THEY HAD BROUGHT.  THE LADY MARY THEREFORE SAID:  MAY THE COMPASSION OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST DESCEND UPON YOU; AND HANDLING TO THEM ALSO A LITTLE OF THE WATER IN WHICH SHE HAD WASHED THE BODY OF JESUS CHRIST, SHE ORDERED THE WRETCHED WOMAN TO BE BATHED IN IT.  AND WHEN THIS HAD BEEN DONE, SHE WAS IMMEDIATELY CURED; AND THEY, AND ALL STANDING BY, PRAISED GOD.  JOYFULLY THEREFORE THEY RETURNED TO THEIR OWN CITY, PRAISING THE LORD FOR WHAT HE HAD DONE.  AND WHEN THE CHIEF HEARD THAT HIS WIFE HAD BEEN CURED, HE TOOK HER HOME, AND MADE A SECOND MARRIAGE, AND GAVE THANKS TO GOD FOR THE RECOVERY OF HIS WIFE’S HEALTH. 
33.  THERE WAS THERE ALSO A YOUNG WOMAN AFFLICTED BY SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], FOR THAT ACCURSED WRETCH REPEATEDLY APPEARED TO HER IN THE FORM OF A HUGE DRAGON, AND PREPARED TO SWALLOW HER.  HE ALSO SUCKED OUT ALL HER BLOOD, SO THAT SHE WAS LEFT LIKE A CORPSE.  AS OFTEN AS HE CAME NEAR HER, SHE, WITH HER HANDS CLASPED OVER HER HEAD, CRIED OUT, AND SAID:  WOE, WOE’S ME, FOR NOBODY IS NEAR TO FREE ME FROM THAT ACCURSED DRAGON.  AND HER FATHER AND MOTHER, AND ALL WHO WERE ABOUT HER OR SAW HER, BEWAILED HER LOT; AND MEN STOOD ROUND HER IN A CROWD, AND ALL WEPT AND LAMENTED, ESPECIALLY WHEN SHE WEPT, AND SAID:  OH, MY BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, IS THERE NO ONE TO FREE ME FROM THAT MURDERER?  AND THE DAUGHTER OF THE CHIEF WHO HAD BEEN HEALED OF HER LEPROSY, HEARING THE GIRL’S VOICE, WENT UP TO THE ROOF OF HER CASTLE, AND SAW HER WITH HER HANDS CLASPED OVER HER HEAD WEEPING, AND ALL THE CROWDS STANDING ROUND HER WEEPING AS WELL.  SHE THEREFORE ASKED THE DEMONIAC’S HUSBAND WHETHER HIS WIFE’S MOTHER, WERE ALIVE.  AND WHEN HE ANSWERED THAT BOTH HER PARENTS WERE LIVING, SHE SAID:  SEND FOR HER MOTHER TO COME TO ME.  AND WHEN SHE SAW THAT HE HAD SENT FOR HER, AND SHE HAD COME, SHE SAID:  IS THAT DISTRACTED GIRL THY DAUGHTER?  YES, O LADY, SAID THAT SORROWFUL AND WEEPING WOMAN, SHE IS MY DAUGHTER.  THE CHIEF’S DAUGHTER ANSWERED:  KEEP MY SECRET, FOR I CONFESS TO THEE THAT I WAS FORMERLY A LEPER; BUT NOW THE LADY MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS CHRIST, HAS HEALED ME.  BUT IF THOU WISHEST THY DAUGHTER TO BE HEALED, TAKE HER TO BETHLEHEM, AND SEEK MARY THE MOTHER OF JESUS, AND BELIEVE THAT THY DAUGHTER WILL BE HEALED; I INDEED BELIEVE THAT THOU WILT COME BACK WITH JOY, WITH THY DAUGHTER HEALED.  AS SOON AS THE WOMAN HEARD THE WORDS OF THE CHIEF’S DAUGHTER, SHE LED AWAY HER DAUGHTER IN HASTE; AND GOING TO THE PLACE INDICATED, SHE WENT TO THE LADY MARY, AND REVEALED TO HER THE STATE OF HER DAUGHTER.  AND THE LADY MARY HEARING HER WORDS, GAVE HER A LITTLE OF THE WATER IN WHICH SHE HAD WASHED THE BODY OF HER SON JESUS, AND ORDERED HER TO POUR IT ON THE BODY OF HER DAUGHTER.  SHE GAVE HER ALSO FROM THE CLOTHES OF THE LORD JESUS A SWATHING-CLOTH, SAYING:  TAKE THIS CLOTH, AND SHOW IT TO THINE ENEMY AS OFTEN AS THOU SHALT SEE HIM.  AND SHE SALUTED THEM, AND SENT THEM AWAY. 
34.  WHEN, THEREFORE, THEY HAD GONE AWAY FROM HER, AND RETURNED TO THEIR OWN DISTRICT, AND THE TIME WAS AT HAND AT WHICH SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WAS WONT TO ATTACK HER, AT THIS VERY TIME THAT ACCURSED ONE APPEARED TO HER IN THE SHAPE OF A HUGE DRAGON, AND THE GIRL WAS AFRAID AT THE SIGHT OF HIM.  AND HER MOTHER SAID TO HER:  FEAR NOT, MY DAUGHTER; ALLOW HIM TO COME NEAR THEE, AND THEN SHOW HIM THE CLOTH WHICH THE LADY MARY HATH GIVEN US, AND LET US SEE WHAT WILL HAPPEN.  SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], THEREFORE, HAVING COME NEAR IN THE LIKENESS OF A TERRIBLE DRAGON, THE BODY OF THE GIRL SHUDDERED FOR FEAR OF HIM; BUT AS SOON AS SHE TOOK OUT THE CLOTH, AND PLACED IT ON HER HEAD, AND COVERED HER EYES WITH IT, FLAMES AND LIVE COALS BEGAN TO DART FORTH FROM IT, AND TO BE CAST UPON THE DRAGON.  O THE GREAT MIRACLE WHICH WAS DONE AS SOON AS THE DRAGON SAW THE CLOTH OF THE LORD JESUS, FROM WHICH THE FIRE DARTED, AND WAS CAST UPON HIS HEAD AND EYES!  HE CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE:  WHAT HAVE I TO DO WITH THEE, O JESUS, SON OF MARY?  WHITHER SHALL I FLY FROM THEE?  AND WITH GREAT FEAR HE TURNED HIS BACK AND DEPARTED FROM THE GIRL, AND NEVER AFTERWARDS APPEARED TO HER.  AND THE GIRL NOW HAD REST FROM HIM, AND GAVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD, AND ALONG WITH HER ALL WHO WERE PRESENT AT THAT MIRACLE. 
35.  ANOTHER WOMAN WAS LIVING IN THE SAME PLACE, WHOSE SON WAS TORMENTED BY SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]. HE, JUDAS BY NAME, AS OFTEN AS SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SEIZED HIM, USED TO BITE ALL WHO CAME NEAR HIM; AND IF HE FOUND NO ONE NEAR HIM, HE USED TO BITE HIS OWN HANDS AND OTHER LIMBS.  THE MOTHER OF THIS WRETCHED CREATURE, THEN, HEARING THE FAME OF THE LADY MARY AND HER SON JESUS, ROSE UP AND BROUGHT HER SON JUDAS WITH HER TO THE LADY MARY.  IN THE MEANTIME, JAMES AND JOSES HAD TAKEN THE CHILD THE LORD JESUS WITH THEM TO PLAY WITH THE OTHER CHILDREN; AND THEY HAD GONE OUT OF THE HOUSE AND SAT DOWN, AND THE LORD JESUS WITH THEM.  AND THE DEMONIAC JUDAS CAME UP, AND SAT DOWN AT JESUS’ RIGHT HAND:  THEN, BEING ATTACKED BY SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] IN THE SAME MANNER AS USUAL, HE WISHED TO BITE THE LORD JESUS, BUT WAS NOT ABLE; NEVERTHELESS, HE STRUCK JESUS ON THE RIGHT SIDE, WHEREUPON HE BEGAN TO WEEP.  AND IMMEDIATELY SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WENT FORTH OUT OF THAT BOY, FLEEING LIKE A MAD DOG.  AND THIS BOY WHO STRUCK JESUS, AND OUT OF WHOM SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WENT FORTH IN THE SHAPE OF A DOG, WAS JUDAS ISCARIOT, WHO BETRAYED HIM TO THE JEWS; AND THAT SAME SIDE ON WHICH JUDAS STRUCK HIM, THE JEWS TRANSFIXED WITH A LANCE. 
36.  NOW, WHEN THE LORD JESUS HAD COMPLETED SEVEN YEARS FROM HIS BIRTH, ON A CERTAIN DAY HE WAS OCCUPIED WITH BOYS OF HIS OWN AGE.  FOR THEY WERE PLAYING AMONG CLAY, FROM WHICH THEY WERE MAKING IMAGES OF ASSES, OXEN, BIRDS, AND OTHER ANIMALS; AND EACH ONE BOASTING OF HIS SKILL, WAS PRAISING HIS OWN WORK.  THEN THE LORD JESUS SAID TO THE BOYS:  THE IMAGES THAT I HAVE MADE I WILL ORDER TO WALK.  THE BOYS ASKED HIM WHETHER THEN HE, WERE THE SON OF THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND THE LORD JESUS BADE THEM WALK.  AND THEY IMMEDIATELY BEGAN TO LEAP; AND THEN, WHEN HE HAD GIVEN THEM LEAVE, THEY AGAIN STOOD STILL.  AND HE HAD MADE FIGURES OF BIRDS AND SPARROWS, WHICH FLEW WHEN HE TOLD THEM TO FLY, AND STOOD STILL WHEN HE TOLD THEM TO STAND, AND ATE AND DRANK WHEN HE HANDED THEM FOOD AND DRINK.  AFTER THE BOYS HAD GONE AWAY AND TOLD THIS TO THEIR PARENTS, THEIR FATHERS SAID TO THEM:  MY SONS, TAKE CARE NOT TO KEEP COMPANY WITH HIM AGAIN, FOR HE IS A WIZARD:  FLEE FROM HIM, THEREFORE, AND AVOID HIM, AND DO NOT PLAY WITH HIM AGAIN AFTER THIS. 
37.  ON A CERTAIN DAY THE LORD JESUS, RUNNING ABOUT AND PLAYING WITH THE BOYS, PASSED THE SHOP OF A DYER, WHOSE NAME WAS SALEM; AND HE HAD IN HIS SHOP MANY PIECES OF CLOTH WHICH HE WAS TO DYE.  THE LORD JESUS THEN, GOING INTO HIS SHOP, TOOK UP ALL THE PIECES OF CLOTH, AND THREW THEM INTO A TUB FULL OF INDIGO.  AND WHEN SALEM CAME AND SAW HIS CLOTHS DESTROYED, HE BEGAN TO CRY OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND TO REPROACH JESUS, SAYING:  WHY HAST THOU DONE THIS TO ME, O SON OF MARY?  THOU HAST DISGRACED ME BEFORE ALL MY TOWNSMEN:  FOR, SEEING THAT EVERY ONE WISHED THE COLOUR THAT SUITED HIMSELF, THOU INDEED HAST COME AND DESTROYED THEM ALL.  THE LORD JESUS ANSWERED:  I SHALL CHANGE FOR THEE THE COLOUR OF ANY PIECE OF CLOTH WHICH THOU SHALT WISH TO BE CHANGED.  AND IMMEDIATELY HE BEGAN TO TAKE THE PIECES OF CLOTH OUT OF THE TUB, EACH OF THEM OF THAT COLOUR WHICH THE DYER WISHED, UNTIL HE HAD TAKEN THEM ALL OUT.  WHEN THE JEWS SAW THIS MIRACLE AND PRODIGY, THEY PRAISED GOD. 
38.  AND JOSEPH USED TO GO ABOUT THROUGH THE WHOLE CITY, AND TAKE THE LORD JESUS WITH HIM, WHEN PEOPLE SENT FOR HIM IN THE WAY OF HIS TRADE TO MAKE FOR THEM DOORS, AND MILK-PAILS, AND BEDS, AND CHESTS; AND THE LORD JESUS WAS WITH HIM WHEREVER HE WENT.  AS OFTEN, THEREFORE, AS JOSEPH HAD TO MAKE ANYTHING A CUBIT OR A SPAN LONGER OR SHORTER, WIDER OR NARROWER, THE LORD JESUS STRETCHED HIS HAND TOWARDS IT; AND AS SOON AS HE DID SO, IT BECAME SUCH AS JOSEPH WISHED.  NOR WAS IT NECESSARY FOR HIM TO MAKE ANYTHING WITH HIS OWN HAND, FOR JOSEPH WAS NOT VERY SKILFUL IN CARPENTRY. 
39.  NOW, ON A CERTAIN DAY, THE KING OF JERUSALEM SENT FOR HIM, AND SAID:  I WISH THEE, JOSEPH, TO MAKE FOR ME A THRONE TO FIT THAT PLACE IN WHICH I USUALLY SIT.  JOSEPH OBEYED, AND BEGAN THE WORK IMMEDIATELY, AND REMAINED IN THE PALACE TWO YEARS, UNTIL HE FINISHED THE WORK OF THAT THRONE.  AND WHEN HE HAD IT CARRIED TO ITS PLACE, HE PERCEIVED THAT EACH SIDE WANTED TWO SPANS OF THE PRESCRIBED MEASURE.  AND THE KING, SEEING THIS, WAS ANGRY WITH JOSEPH; AND JOSEPH, BEING IN GREAT FEAR OF THE KING, SPENT THE NIGHT WITHOUT SUPPER, NOR DID HE TASTE ANYTHING AT ALL.  THEN, BEING ASKED BY THE LORD JESUS WHY HE WAS AFRAID, JOSEPH SAID:  BECAUSE I HAVE SPOILED ALL THE WORK THAT I HAVE BEEN TWO YEARS AT.  AND THE LORD JESUS SAID TO HIM:  FEAR NOT, AND DO NOT LOSE HEART; BUT DO THOU TAKE HOLD OF ONE SIDE OF THE THRONE; I SHALL TAKE THE OTHER; AND WE SHALL PUT THAT TO RIGHTS.  AND JOSEPH, HAVING DONE AS THE LORD JESUS HAD SAID AND EACH HAVING DRAWN BY HIS OWN SIDE, THE THRONE WAS PUT TO RIGHTS, AND BROUGHT TO THE EXACT MEASURE OF THE PLACE.  AND THOSE THAT STOOD BY AND SAW THIS MIRACLE WERE STRUCK WITH ASTONISHMENT, AND PRAISED GOD.  AND THE WOODS USED IN THAT THRONE WERE OF THOSE WHICH ARE CELEBRATED IN THE TIME OF SOLOMON THE SON OF DAVID; THAT IS, WOODS OF MANY AND VARIOUS KINDS. 
40.  ON ANOTHER DAY THE LORD JESUS WENT OUT INTO THE ROAD, AND SAW THE BOYS THAT HAD COME TOGETHER TO PLAY, AND FOLLOWED THEM; BUT THE BOYS HID THEMSELVES FROM HIM.  THE LORD JESUS, THEREFORE, HAVING COME TO THE DOOR OF A CERTAIN HOUSE, AND SEEN SOME WOMEN STANDING THERE, ASKED THEM WHERE THE BOYS HAD GONE; AND WHEN THEY ANSWERED THAT THERE WAS NO ONE THERE, HE SAID AGAIN:  WHO ARE THESE WHOM YOU SEE IN THE FURNACE? THEY REPLIED THAT THEY WERE KIDS OF THREE YEARS OLD.  AND THE LORD JESUS CRIED OUT, AND SAID:  COME OUT HITHER, O KIDS, TO YOUR SHEPHERD.  THEN THE BOYS, IN THE FORM OF KIDS, CAME OUT, AND BEGAN TO DANCE ROUND HIM; AND THE WOMEN, SEEING THIS, WERE VERY MUCH ASTONISHED, AND WERE SEIZED WITH TREMBLING, AND SPEEDILY SUPPLICATED AND ADORED THE LORD JESUS, SAYING:  O OUR LORD JESUS, SON OF MARY, THOU ART OF A TRUTH THAT GOOD SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL; HAVE MERCY ON THY HANDMAIDENS WHO STAND BEFORE THEE, AND WHO HAVE NEVER DOUBTED:  FOR THOU HAST COME, O OUR LORD, TO HEAL, AND NOT TO DESTROY.  AND WHEN THE LORD JESUS ANSWERED THAT THE SONS OF ISRAEL WERE LIKE THE ETHIOPIANS AMONG THE NATIONS, THE WOMEN SAID:  THOU, O LORD, KNOWEST ALL THINGS, NOR IS ANYTHING HID FROM THEE; NOW, INDEED, WE BESEECH THEE, AND ASK THEE OF THY AFFECTION TO RESTORE THESE BOYS THY SERVANTS TO THEIR FORMER CONDITION.  THE LORD JESUS THEREFORE SAID:  COME, BOYS, LET US GO AND PLAY.  AND IMMEDIATELY, WHILE THESE WOMEN WERE STANDING BY, THE KIDS WERE CHANGED INTO BOYS. 
41.  NOW IN THE MONTH ADAR, JESUS, AFTER THE MANNER OF A KING, ASSEMBLED THE BOYS TOGETHER.  THEY SPREAD THEIR CLOTHES ON THE GROUND, AND HE SAT DOWN UPON THEM.  THEN THEY PUT ON HIS HEAD A CROWN MADE OF FLOWERS, AND, LIKE CHAMBER-SERVANTS, STOOD IN HIS PRESENCE, ON THE RIGHT AND ON THE LEFT, AS IF HE WERE A KING.  AND WHOEVER PASSED BY THAT WAY WAS FORCIBLY DRAGGED BY THE BOYS, SAYING:  COME HITHER, AND ADORE THE KING; THEN GO THY WAY. 
42.  IN THE MEANTIME, WHILE THESE THINGS WERE GOING ON, SOME MEN CAME UP CARRYING A BOY.  FOR THIS BOY HAD GONE INTO THE MOUNTAIN WITH THOSE OF HIS OWN AGE TO SEEK WOOD, AND THERE HE FOUND A PARTRIDGE’S NEST; AND WHEN HE STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND TO TAKE THE EGGS FROM IT, A VENOMOUS SERPENT BIT HIM FROM THE MIDDLE OF THE NEST, SO THAT HE CALLED OUT FOR HELP.  HIS COMRADES ACCORDINGLY WENT TO HIM WITH HASTE, AND FOUND HIM LYING ON THE GROUND LIKE ONE DEAD.  THEN HIS RELATIONS CAME AND TOOK HIM UP TO CARRY HIM BACK TO THE CITY.  AND AFTER THEY HAD COME TO THAT PLACE WHERE THE LORD JESUS WAS SITTING LIKE A KING, AND THE REST OF THE BOYS STANDING ROUND HIM LIKE HIS SERVANTS, THE BOYS WENT HASTILY FORWARD TO MEET HIM WHO HAD BEEN BITTEN BY THE SERPENT, AND SAID TO HIS RELATIONS:  COME AND SALUTE THE KING.  BUT WHEN THEY WERE UNWILLING TO GO, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SORROW IN WHICH THEY WERE, THE BOYS DRAGGED THEM BY FORCE AGAINST THEIR WILL.  AND WHEN THEY HAD COME UP TO THE LORD JESUS, HE ASKED THEM WHY THEY WERE CARRYING THE BOY.  AND WHEN THEY ANSWERED THAT A SERPENT HAD BITTEN HIM, THE LORD JESUS SAID TO THE BOYS:  LET US GO AND KILL THAT SERPENT.  AND THE PARENTS OF THE BOY ASKED LEAVE TO GO AWAY, BECAUSE THEIR SON WAS IN THE AGONY OF DEATH; BUT THE BOYS ANSWERED THEM, SAYING:  DID YOU NOT HEAR THE KING SAYING:  LET US GO KILL THE SERPENT? AND WILL YOU NOT OBEY HIM?  AND SO, AGAINST THEIR WILL THE COUCH WAS CARRIED BACK.  AND WHEN THEY CAME TO THE NEST, THE LORD JESUS SAID TO THE BOYS:  IS THIS THE SERPENT’S PLACE?  THEY SAID THAT IT WAS; AND THE SERPENT, AT THE CALL OF THE LORD, CAME FORTH WITHOUT DELAY, AND SUBMITTED ITSELF TO HIM.  AND HE SAID TO IT:  GO AWAY, AND SUCK OUT ALL THE POISON WHICH THOU HAST INFUSED INTO THIS BOY.  AND SO, THE SERPENT CRAWLED TO THE BOY, AND SUCKED OUT ALL ITS POISON.  THEN THE LORD JESUS CURSED IT, AND IMMEDIATELY ON THIS BEING DONE IT BURST ASUNDER; AND THE LORD JESUS STROKED THE BOY WITH HIS HAND, AND HE WAS HEALED.  AND HE BEGAN TO WEEP; BUT JESUS SAID:  DO NOT WEEP, FOR BY AND BY THOU SHALT BE MY DISCIPLE.  AND THIS IS SIMON THE CANANITE, OF WHOM MENTION IS MADE IN THE GOSPEL. 
43.  ON ANOTHER DAY, JOSEPH SENT HIS SON JAMES TO GATHER WOOD, AND THE LORD JESUS WENT WITH HIM AS HIS COMPANION.  AND WHEN THEY HAD COME TO THE PLACE WHERE THE WOOD WAS, AND JAMES HAD BEGUN TO GATHER IT, BEHOLD, A VENOMOUS VIPER BIT HIS HAND, SO THAT HE BEGAN TO CRY OUT AND WEEP.  THE LORD JESUS THEN, SEEING HIM IN THIS CONDITION, WENT UP TO HIM, AND BLEW UPON THE PLACE WHERE THE VIPER HAD BITTEN HIM; AND THIS BEING DONE, HE WAS HEALED IMMEDIATELY. 
44.  ONE DAY, WHEN THE LORD JESUS WAS AGAIN WITH THE BOYS PLAYING ON THE ROOF OF A HOUSE, ONE OF THE BOYS FELL DOWN FROM ABOVE, AND IMMEDIATELY EXPIRED.  AND THE REST OF THE BOYS FLED IN ALL DIRECTIONS, AND THE LORD JESUS WAS LEFT ALONE ON THE ROOF.  AND THE RELATIONS OF THE BOY CAME UP AND SAID TO THE LORD JESUS:  IT WAS THOU WHO DIDST THROW OUR SON HEADLONG FROM THE ROOF.  AND WHEN HE DENIED IT, THEY CRIED OUT, SAYING:  OUR SON IS DEAD, AND HERE IS HE WHO HAS KILLED HIM.  AND THE LORD JESUS SAID TO THEM:  DO NOT BRING AN EVIL REPORT AGAINST ME; BUT IF YOU DO NOT BELIEVE ME, COME AND LET US ASK THE BOY HIMSELF, THAT HE MAY BRING THE TRUTH TO LIGHT.  THEN THE LORD JESUS WENT DOWN, AND STANDING OVER THE DEAD BODY, SAID, WITH A LOUD VOICE:  ZENO, ZENO, WHO THREW THEE DOWN FROM THE ROOF?  THEN THE DEAD BOY ANSWERED AND SAID:  MY LORD, IT WAS NOT THOU WHO DIDST THROW ME DOWN, BUT SUCH A ONE CAST ME DOWN FROM IT.  AND WHEN THE LORD COMMANDED THOSE WHO WERE STANDING BY TO ATTEND TO HIS WORDS, ALL WHO WERE PRESENT PRAISED GOD FOR THIS MIRACLE. 
45.  ONCE UPON A TIME THE LADY MARY HAD ORDERED THE LORD JESUS TO GO AND BRING HER WATER FROM THE WELL.  AND WHEN HE HAD GONE TO GET THE WATER, THE PITCHER ALREADY FULL WAS KNOCKED AGAINST SOMETHING, AND BROKEN.  AND THE LORD JESUS STRETCHED OUT HIS HANDKERCHIEF, AND COLLECTED THE WATER, AND CARRIED IT TO HIS MOTHER; AND SHE WAS ASTONISHED AT IT.  AND SHE HID AND PRESERVED IN HER HEART ALL THAT SHE SAW. 
46.  AGAIN, ON ANOTHER DAY, THE LORD JESUS WAS WITH THE BOYS AT A STREAM OF WATER, AND THEY HAD AGAIN MADE LITTLE FISH-PONDS.  AND THE LORD JESUS HAD MADE TWELVE SPARROWS, AND HAD ARRANGED THEM ROUND HIS FISH-POND, THREE ON EACH SIDE.  AND IT WAS THE SABBATH-DAY.  WHEREFORE A JEW, THE SON OF HANAN, COMING UP, AND SEEING THEM THUS ENGAGED, SAID IN ANGER AND GREAT INDIGNATION:  DO YOU MAKE FIGURES OF CLAY ON THE SABBATH-DAY?  AND HE RAN QUICKLY, AND DESTROYED THEIR FISH-PONDS.  BUT WHEN THE LORD JESUS CLAPPED HIS HANDS OVER THE SPARROWS WHICH HE HAD MADE, THEY FLEW AWAY CHIRPING. THEN THE SON OF HANAN CAME UP TO THE FISH-POND OF JESUS ALSO, AND KICKED IT WITH HIS SHOES, AND THE WATER OF IT VANISHED AWAY.  AND THE LORD JESUS SAID TO HIM:  AS THAT WATER HAS VANISHED AWAY, SO THY LIFE SHALL LIKEWISE VANISH AWAY.  AND IMMEDIATELY THAT BOY DRIED UP. 
47.  AT ANOTHER TIME, WHEN THE LORD JESUS WAS RETURNING HOME WITH JOSEPH IN THE EVENING, HE MET A BOY, WHO RAN UP AGAINST HIM WITH SO MUCH FORCE THAT HE FELL.  AND THE LORD JESUS SAID TO HIM:  AS THOU HAST THROWN ME DOWN, SO THOU SHALT FALL AND NOT RISE AGAIN.  AND THE SAME HOUR THE BOY FELL DOWN, AND EXPIRED. 
48.  THERE WAS, MOREOVER, AT JERUSALEM, A CERTAIN MAN NAMED ZACCHÆUS, WHO TAUGHT BOYS.  HE SAID TO JOSEPH:  WHY, O JOSEPH, DOST THOU NOT BRING JESUS TO THE TO LEARN HIS LETTERS?  JOSEPH AGREED TO DO SO, AND REPORTED THE MATTER TO THE LADY MARY.  THEY THEREFORE TOOK HIM TO THE MASTER; AND HE, AS SOON AS HE SAW HIM, WROTE OUT THE ALPHABET FOR HIM, AND TOLD HIM TO SAY ALEPH.  AND WHEN HE HAD SAID ALEPH, THE MASTER ORDERED HIM TO PRONOUNCE BETH.  AND THE LORD JESUS SAID TO HIM:  TELL ME FIRST THE MEANING OF THE LETTER ALEPH, AND THEN I SHALL PRONOUNCE BETH.  AND WHEN THE MASTER THREATENED TO FLOG HIM, THE LORD JESUS EXPLAINED TO HIM THE MEANINGS OF THE LETTERS ALEPH AND BETH; ALSO WHICH FIGURES OF THE LETTER WERE STRAIGHT, WHICH CROOKED, WHICH DRAWN ROUND INTO A SPIRAL, WHICH MARKED WITH POINTS, WHICH WITHOUT THEM, WHY ONE LETTER WENT BEFORE ANOTHER; AND MANY OTHER THINGS HE BEGAN TO RECOUNT AND TO ELUCIDATE WHICH THE MASTER HIMSELF HAD NEVER EITHER HEARD OR READ IN ANY BOOK.  THE LORD JESUS, MOREOVER, SAID TO THE MASTER:  LISTEN, AND I SHALL SAY THEM TO THEE.  AND HE BEGAN CLEARLY AND DISTINCTLY TO REPEAT ALEPH, BETH, GIMEL, DALETH, ON TO TAU.  AND THE MASTER WAS ASTONISHED, AND SAID:  I THINK THAT THIS BOY WAS BORN BEFORE NOAH.  AND TURNING TO JOSEPH, HE SAID:  THOU HAST BROUGHT TO ME TO BE TAUGHT A BOY MORE LEARNED THAN ALL THE MASTERS.  TO THE LADY MARY ALSO HE SAID:  THIS SON OF THINE HAS NO NEED OF INSTRUCTION. 
49.  THEREAFTER THEY TOOK HIM TO ANOTHER AND A MORE LEARNED MASTER, WHO, WHEN HE SAW HIM, SAID:  SAY ALEPH.  AND WHEN HE HAD SAID ALEPH, THE MASTER ORDERED HIM TO PRONOUNCE BETH.  AND THE LORD JESUS ANSWERED HIM, AND SAID:  FIRST TELL ME THE MEANING OF THE LETTER ALEPH, AND THEN I SHALL PRONOUNCE BETH.  AND WHEN THE MASTER HEREUPON RAISED HIS HAND AND FLOGGED HIM, IMMEDIATELY HIS HAND DRIED UP, AND HE DIED.  THEN SAID JOSEPH, TO THE LADY MARY:  FROM THIS, TIME WE SHALL NOT LET HIM GO OUT OF THE HOUSE, SINCE EVERY ONE WHO OPPOSES HIM IS STRUCK DEAD. 
50.  AND WHEN HE WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD, THEY TOOK HIM TO JERUSALEM TO THE FEAST.  AND WHEN THE FEAST WAS FINISHED, THEY INDEED RETURNED; BUT THE LORD JESUS REMAINED IN THE TEMPLE AMONG THE TEACHERS AND ELDERS AND LEARNED MEN OF THE SONS OF ISRAEL, TO WHOM HE PUT VARIOUS QUESTIONS UPON THE SCIENCES, AND GAVE ANSWERS IN HIS TURN.  FOR HE SAID TO THEM:  WHOSE SON IS THE MESSIAS?  THEY ANSWERED HIM:  THE SON OF DAVID.  WHEREFORE THEN, SAID HE, DOES HE IN THE SPIRIT CALL HIM HIS LORD, WHEN HE SAYS, THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, THAT I MAY PUT THINE ENEMIES UNDER THY FOOTSTEPS?  AGAIN, THE CHIEF OF THE TEACHERS SAID TO HIM:  HAST THOU READ THE BOOKS?  BOTH THE BOOKS, SAID THE LORD JESUS, AND THE THINGS CONTAINED IN THE BOOKS.  AND HE EXPLAINED THE BOOKS, AND THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND THE PRECEPTS, AND THE STATUTES, AND THE MYSTERIES, WHICH ARE CONTAINED IN THE BOOKS OF THE PROPHETS—THINGS WHICH THE UNDERSTANDING OF NO CREATURE ATTAINS TO.  THAT TEACHER THEREFORE SAID:  I HITHERTO HAVE NEITHER ATTAINED TO NOR HEARD OF SUCH KNOWLEDGE:  WHO, PRAY, DO YOU THINK THAT BOY WILL BE? 
51.  AND A PHILOSOPHER WHO WAS THERE PRESENT, A SKILFUL ASTRONOMER, ASKED THE LORD JESUS WHETHER HE HAD STUDIED ASTRONOMY.  AND THE LORD JESUS ANSWERED HIM, AND EXPLAINED THE NUMBER OF THE SPHERES, AND OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES, THEIR NATURES AND OPERATIONS; THEIR OPPOSITION; THEIR ASPECT, TRIANGULAR, SQUARE, AND SEXTILE; THEIR COURSE, DIRECT AND RETROGRADE; THE TWENTY-FOURTHS, AND SIXTIETHS OF TWENTY-FOURTHS; AND OTHER THINGS BEYOND THE REACH OF REASON. 
52.  THERE WAS ALSO AMONG THOSE PHILOSOPHERS ONE VERY SKILLED IN TREATING OF NATURAL SCIENCE, AND HE ASKED THE LORD JESUS WHETHER HE HAD STUDIED MEDICINE.  AND HE, IN REPLY, EXPLAINED TO HIM PHYSICS AND METAPHYSICS, HYPERPHYSICS AND HYPOPHYSICS, THE POWERS LIKEWISE AND HUMOURS OF THE BODY, AND THE EFFECTS OF THE SAME; ALSO THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS AND BONES, OF VEINS, ARTERIES, AND NERVES; ALSO THE EFFECT OF HEAT AND DRYNESS, OF COLD AND MOISTURE, AND WHAT THESE GIVE RISE TO; WHAT WAS THE OPERATION OF THE SOUL UPON THE BODY, AND ITS PERCEPTIONS AND POWERS; WHAT WAS THE OPERATION OF THE FACULTY OF SPEECH, OF ANGER, OF [SEXLESS] DESIRE; LASTLY, THEIR CONJUNCTION AND DISJUNCTION, AND OTHER THINGS BEYOND THE REACH OF ANY CREATED INTELLECT.  THEN THAT PHILOSOPHER ROSE UP, AND ADORED THE LORD JESUS, AND SAID:  O LORD, FROM THIS TIME I WILL BE THY DISCIPLE AND SLAVE. 
53.  WHILE THEY WERE SPEAKING TO EACH OTHER OF THESE AND OTHER THINGS, THE LADY MARY CAME, AFTER HAVING GONE ABOUT SEEKING HIM FOR THREE DAYS ALONG WITH JOSEPH.  SHE THEREFORE, SEEING HIM SITTING AMONG THE TEACHERS ASKING THEM QUESTIONS, AND ANSWERING IN HIS TURN, SAID TO HIM:  MY SON, WHY HAST THOU TREATED US THUS?  BEHOLD, THY FATHER AND I HAVE SOUGHT THEE WITH GREAT TROUBLE.  BUT HE SAID:  WHY DO YOU SEEK ME?  DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT I OUGHT TO OCCUPY MYSELF IN MY FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] HOUSE?  BUT THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE WORDS THAT HE SPOKE TO THEM.  THEN THOSE TEACHERS ASKED MARY WHETHER HE WERE HER SON; AND WHEN SHE SIGNIFIED THAT HE WAS, THEY SAID:  BLESSED ART THOU, O MARY, WHO HAST BROUGHT FORTH SUCH A SON.  AND RETURNING WITH THEM TO NAZARETH, HE OBEYED THEM IN ALL THINGS.  AND HIS MOTHER KEPT ALL THESE WORDS OF HIS IN HER HEART.  AND THE LORD JESUS ADVANCED IN STATURE, AND IN WISDOM, AND IN FAVOUR WITH GOD AND MAN. 
54.  AND FROM THIS DAY HE BEGAN TO HIDE HIS MIRACLES AND MYSTERIES AND [TOP] SECRETS, AND TO GIVE ATTENTION TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW, UNTIL HE COMPLETED HIS THIRTIETH YEAR, WHEN HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] PUBLICLY DECLARED HIM AT THE JORDAN BY THIS VOICE SENT DOWN FROM HEAVEN:  THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED; THE HOLY SPIRIT BEING PRESENT IN THE FORM OF A WHITE DOVE. 
55.  THIS IS HE WHOM WE ADORE WITH SUPPLICATIONS, WHO HATH GIVEN US BEING AND LIFE, AND WHO HATH BROUGHT US FROM OUR MOTHERS’ WOMBS; WHO FOR OUR SAKES ASSUMED A HUMAN BODY, AND REDEEMED US, THAT HE MIGHT EMBRACE US IN ETERNAL COMPASSION, AND SHOW TO US HIS MERCY ACCORDING TO HIS LIBERALITY, AND BENEFICENCE, AND GENEROSITY, AND BENEVOLENCE.  TO HIM IS GLORY, AND BENEFICENCE, AND POWER, AND DOMINION FROM THIS TIME FORTH FOR EVERMORE.  AMEN. HERE ENDETH THE WHOLE GOSPEL OF THE INFANCY, WITH THE AID OF GOD MOST HIGH [JEHOVAH], ACCORDING TO WHAT WE HAVE FOUND IN THE ORIGINAL. 
THE GOSPEL HISTORY OF JOSEPH THE CARPENTER
THE HISTORY OF JOSEPH THE CARPENTER IN THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], OF ONE ESSENCE AND THREE PERSONS. THE HISTORY OF THE DEATH OF OUR FATHER, THE HOLY OLD MAN, JOSEPH THE CARPENTER. MAY HIS BLESSINGS AND PRAYERS PRESERVE US ALL, O BRETHREN! AMEN. HIS WHOLE LIFE WAS ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVEN YEARS, AND HIS DEPARTURE FROM THIS WORLD HAPPENED ON THE TWENTY-SIXTH OF THE MONTH ABIB, WHICH ANSWERS TO THE MONTH AB. MAY HIS PRAYER PRESERVE US! AMEN. AND, INDEED, IT WAS OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF WHO RELATED THIS HISTORY TO HIS HOLY DISCIPLES ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, AND ALL JOSEPH'S LABOUR, AND THE END OF HIS DAYS. AND THE HOLY APOSTLES HAVE PRESERVED THIS CONVERSATION, AND HAVE LEFT IT WRITTEN DOWN IN THE LIBRARY AT JERUSALEM. MAY THEIR PRAYERS PRESERVE US! AMEN.
1. IT HAPPENED ONE DAY, WHEN THE SAVIOR, OUR MASTER, GOD, AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST, WAS SITTING ALONG WITH HIS DISCIPLES, AND THEY WERE ALL ASSEMBLED ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, THAT HE SAID TO THEM: O MY BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, SONS OF THE FATHER WHO HAS CHOSEN YOU FROM ALL MEN, YOU KNOW THAT I HAVE OFTEN TOLD YOU THAT I MUST BE CRUCIFIED, AND MUST DIE FOR THE SALVATION OF ADAM AND HIS POSTERITY, AND THAT I SHALL RISE FROM THE DEAD. NOW I SHALL COMMIT TO YOU THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY GOSPEL FORMERLY ANN OUNCED TO YOU, THAT YOU MAY DECLARE IT THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD. AND I SHALL ENDOW YOU WITH POWER FROM ON HIGH, AND FILL YOU WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. LUKE 24:49 AND YOU SHALL DECLARE TO ALL NATIONS, REPENTANCE AND REMISSION OF [SEXUAL] SINS. LUKE 24:37 FOR A SINGLE CUP OF WATER, MATTHEW 10:42 IF A MAN SHALL FIND IT IN THE WORLD TO COME, IS GREATER AND BETTER THAN ALL THE WEALTH OF THIS WHOLE WORLD. AND AS MUCH GROUND AS ONE FOOT CAN OCCUPY IN THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER, IS GREATER AND MORE EXCELLENT THAN ALL THE RICHES OF THE EARTH. YEA, A SINGLE HOUR IN THE JOYFUL DWELLING OF THE PIOUS IS MORE BLESSED AND MORE PRECIOUS THAN A THOUSAND YEARS AMONG [SEXUAL] SINNERS: INASMUCH AS THEIR WEEPING AND LAMENTATION SHALL NOT COME TO AN END, AND THEIR TEARS SHALL NOT CEASE, NOR SHALL THEY FIND FOR THEMSELVES CONSOLATION AND REPOSE AT ANY TIME FOR EVER. AND NOW, O MY HONOURED MEMBERS, GO DECLARE TO ALL NATIONS, TELL THEM, AND SAY TO THEM: VERILY THE SAVIOUR DILIGENTLY INQUIRES INTO THE INHERITANCE WHICH IS DUE, AND IS THE ADMINISTRATOR OF JUST ICE. AND THE ANGELS WILL CAST DOWN THEIR ENEMIES, AND WILL FIGHT FOR THEM IN THE DAY OF CONFLICT. AND HE WILL EXAMINE EVERY SINGLE FOOLISH AND IDLE WORD WHICH MEN SPEAK, AND THEY SHALL GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF IT. MATTHEW 12:36 FOR AS NO ONE SHALL ESCAPE DEATH, SO ALSO THE WORKS OF EVERY MAN SHALL BE LAID OPEN ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, WHETHER THEY HAVE BEEN GOOD OR EVIL. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:10 TELL THEM ALSO THIS WORD WHICH I HAVE SAID TO YOU TODAY: LET NOT THE STRONG MAN GLORY IN HIS STRENGTH, NOR THE RICH MAN IN HIS RICHES; BUT LET HIM WHO WISHES TO GLORY, GLORY IN THE LORD.
2. THERE WAS A MAN WHOSE NAME WAS JOSEPH, SPRUNG FROM A FAMILY OF BETHLEHEM, A TOWN OF JUDAH, AND THE CITY OF KING DAVID. THIS SAME MAN, BEING WELL FURNISHED WITH WISDOM AND LEARNING, WAS MADE A PRIEST IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. HE WAS, BESIDES, SKILLFUL IN HIS TRADE, WHICH WAS THAT OF A CARPENTER; AND AFTER THE MANNER OF ALL MEN, HE MARRIED A WIFE. MOREOVER, HE BEGOT FOR HIMSELF SONS AND DAUGHTERS, FOUR SONS, NAMELY, AND TWO DAUGHTERS. NOW THESE ARE THEIR NAMES—JUDAS, JUSTUS, JAMES, AND SIMON. THE NAMES OF THE TWO DAUGHTERS WERE ASSIA AND LYDIA. AT LENGTH THE WIFE OF RIGHTEOUS JOSEPH, A WOMAN INTENT ON THE DIVINE GLORY IN ALL HER WORKS, DEPARTED THIS LIFE. BUT JOSEPH, THAT RIGHTEOUS MAN, MY FATHER AFTER THE FLESH, AND THE SPOUSE OF MY MOTHER MARY, WENT AWAY WITH HIS SONS TO HIS TRADE, PRACTICING THE ART OF A CARPENTER.
3. NOW WHEN RIGHTEOUS JOSEPH BECAME A WIDOWER, MY MOTHER MARY, BLESSED, HOLY, AND PURE, WAS ALREADY TWELVE YEARS OLD. FOR HER PARENTS OFFERED HER IN THE TEMPLE WHEN SHE WAS THREE YEARS OF AGE, AND SHE REMAINED IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD NINE YEARS. THEN WHEN THE PRIESTS SAW THAT THE VIRGIN, HOLY AND GOD-FEARING, WAS GROWING UP, THEY SPOKE TO EACH OTHER, SAYING: LET US SEARCH OUT A MAN, RIGHTEOUS AND PIOUS, TO WHOM MARY MAY BE ENTRUSTED UNTIL THE TIME OF HER MARRIAGE; LEST, IF SHE REMAIN, IN THE TEMPLE, IT HAPPEN TO HER AS IS WONT TO HAPPEN TO WOMEN, AND LEST ON THAT ACCOUNT WE [SEXUALLY] SIN, AND GOD BE ANGRY WITH US.
4. THEREFORE THEY IMMEDIATELY SENT OUT, AND ASSEMBLED TWELVE OLD MEN OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH. AND THEY WROTE DOWN THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. AND THE LOT FELL UPON THE PIOUS OLD MAN, RIGHTEOUS JOSEPH. THEN THE PRIESTS ANSWERED, AND SAID TO MY BLESSED MOTHER: GO WITH JOSEPH, AND BE WITH HIM TILL THE TIME OF YOUR MARRIAGE. RIGHTEOUS JOSEPH THEREFORE RECEIVED MY MOTHER, AND LED HER AWAY TO HIS OWN HOUSE. AND MARY FOUND JAMES THE LESS IN HIS FATHER'S HOUSE, BROKEN-HEARTED AND SAD ON ACCOUNT OF THE LOSS OF HIS MOTHER, AND SHE BROUGHT HIM UP. HENCE MARY WAS CALLED THE MOTHER OF JAMES. LUKE 24:10 THEREAFTER JOSEPH LEFT HER AT HOME, AND WENT AWAY TO THE SHOP WHERE HE WROUGHT AT HIS TRADE OF A CARPENTER. AND AFTER THE HOLY VIRGIN HAD SPENT TWO YEARS IN HIS HOUSE HER AGE WAS EXACTLY FOURTEEN YEARS, INCLUDING THE TIME AT WHICH HE RECEIVED HER.
5. AND I CHOSE HER OF MY OWN WILL, WITH THE CONCURRENCE OF MY FATHER, AND THE COUNSEL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AND I WAS MADE FLESH OF HER, BY A MYSTERY WHICH TRANSCENDS THE GRASP OF CREATED REASON. AND THREE MONTHS AFTER HER CONCEPTION THE RIGHTEOUS MAN JOSEPH RETURNED FROM THE PLACE WHERE HE WORKED AT HIS TRADE; AND WHEN HE FOUND MY VIRGIN MOTHER PREGNANT, HE WAS GREATLY PERPLEXED, AND THOUGHT OF SENDING HER AWAY SECRETLY. MATTHEW 1:19 BUT FROM FEAR, AND SORROW, AND THE ANGUISH OF HIS HEART, HE COULD ENDURE NEITHER TO EAT NOR DRINK THAT DAY.
6. BUT AT MID-DAY THERE APPEARED TO HIM IN A DREAM THE PRINCE OF THE ANGELS, THE HOLY GABRIEL, FURNISHED WITH A COMMAND FROM MY FATHER; AND HE SAID TO HIM: JOSEPH, SON OF DAVID, FEAR NOT TO TAKE MARY AS YOUR WIFE: FOR SHE HAS CONCEIVED OF THE HOLY SPIRIT; AND SHE WILL BRING FORTH A SON, WHOSE NAME SHALL BE CALLED JESUS. HE IT IS WHO SHALL RULE ALL NATIONS WITH A ROD OF IRON. HAVING THUS SPOKEN, THE ANGEL DEPARTED FROM HIM. AND JOSEPH ROSE FROM HIS SLEEP, AND DID AS THE ANGEL OF THE LORD HAD SAID TO HIM; AND MARY ABODE WITH HIM. MATTHEW 1:20 
7. SOME TIME AFTER THAT, THERE CAME FORTH AN ORDER FROM AUGUSTUS CÆSAR THE KING, THAT ALL THE HABITABLE WORLD SHOULD BE ENROLLED, EACH MAN IN HIS OWN CITY. THE OLD MAN THEREFORE, RIGHTEOUS JOSEPH, ROSE UP AND TOOK THE VIRGIN MARY AND CAME TO BETHLEHEM, BECAUSE THE TIME OF HER BRINGING FORTH WAS AT HAND. JOSEPH THEN INSCRIBED HIS NAME IN THE LIST; FOR JOSEPH THE SON OF DAVID, WHOSE SPOUSE MARY WAS, WAS OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH. AND INDEED MARY, MY MOTHER, BROUGHT ME FORTH IN BETHLEHEM, IN A CAVE NEAR THE TOMB OF RACHEL THE WIFE OF THE PATRIARCH JACOB, THE MOTHER OF JOSEPH AND BENJAMIN.
8. BUT SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WENT AND TOLD THIS TO HEROD THE GREAT, THE FATHER OF ARCHELAUS. AND IT WAS THIS SAME HEROD WHO ORDERED MY FRIEND AND RELATIVE JOHN TO BE BEHEADED. ACCORDINGLY, HE SEARCHED FOR ME DILIGENTLY, THINKING THAT MY KINGDOM WAS TO BE OF THIS WORLD. JOHN 18:36 BUT JOSEPH, THAT PIOUS OLD MAN, WAS WARNED OF THIS BY A DREAM. THEREFORE, HE ROSE AND TOOK MARY MY MOTHER, AND I LAY IN HER BOSOM. SALOME ALSO WAS THEIR FELLOW-TRAVELLER. HAVING THEREFORE, SET OUT FROM HOME, HE RETIRED INTO EGYPT, AND REMAINED THERE THE SPACE OF ONE WHOLE YEAR, UNTIL THE HATRED OF HEROD PASSED AWAY.
9. NOW HEROD DIED BY THE WORST FORM OF DEATH, ATONING FOR THE SHEDDING OF THE BLOOD OF THE CHILDREN WHOM HE WICKEDLY CUT OFF, THOUGH THERE WAS NO [SEXUAL] SIN IN THEM. AND THAT IMPIOUS TYRANT HEROD BEING DEAD, THEY RETURNED INTO THE LAND OF ISRAEL, AND LIVED IN A CITY OF GALILEE WHICH IS CALLED NAZARETH. AND JOSEPH, GOING BACK TO HIS TRADE OF A CARPENTER, EARNED HIS LIVING BY THE WORK OF HIS HANDS; FOR, AS THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES HAD COMMANDED, HE NEVER SOUGHT TO LIVE FOR NOTHING BY ANOTHER'S LABOUR. GENESIS 3:19
10. AT LENGTH, BY INCREASING YEARS, THE OLD MAN ARRIVED AT A VERY ADVANCED AGE. HE DID NOT, HOWEVER, LABOUR UNDER ANY BODILY WEAKNESS, NOR HAD HIS SIGHT FAILED, NOR HAD ANY TOOTH PERISHED FROM HIS MOUTH. IN MIND ALSO, FOR THE WHOLE TIME OF HIS LIFE, HE NEVER WANDERED, BUT LIKE A BOY HE ALWAYS IN HIS BUSINESS DISPLAYED YOUTHFUL VIGOUR, AND HIS LIMBS REMAINED UNIMPAIRED, AND FREE FROM ALL PAIN. HIS LIFE, THEN, IN ALL, AMOUNTED TO ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVEN YEARS, HIS OLD AGE BEING PROLONGED TO THE UTMOST LIMIT.
11. NOW JUSTUS AND SIMEON, THE ELDER SONS OF JOSEPH, WERE MARRIED, AND HAD FAMILIES OF THEIR OWN. BOTH THE DAUGHTERS WERE LIKEWISE MARRIED, AND LIVED IN THEIR OWN HOUSES. SO THERE REMAINED IN JOSEPH'S HOUSE, JUDAS AND JAMES THE LESS, AND MY VIRGIN MOTHER. I MOREOVER, DWELT ALONG WITH THEM, NOT OTHERWISE THAN IF I HAD BEEN ONE OF HIS SONS. BUT I PASSED ALL MY LIFE WITHOUT FAULT. MARY, I CALLED MY MOTHER, AND JOSEPH FATHER, AND I OBEYED THEM IN ALL THAT THEY SAID; NOR DID I EVER CONTEND AGAINST THEM, BUT COMPLIED WITH THEIR COMMANDS, AS OTHER MEN WHOM EARTH PRODUCES ARE WONT TO DO; NOR DID I AT ANY TIME AROUSE THEIR ANGER, OR GIVE ANY WORD OR ANSWER IN OPPOSITION TO THEM. ON THE CONTRARY, I CHERISHED THEM WITH GREAT [SEXLESS] LOVE, LIKE THE PUPIL OF MY EYE. 
12. IT CAME TO PASS, AFTER THESE THINGS, THAT THE DEATH OF THAT OLD MAN, THE PIOUS JOSEPH, AND HIS DEPARTURE FROM THIS WORLD, WERE APPROACHING, AS HAPPENS TO OTHER MEN WHO OWE THEIR ORIGIN TO THIS EARTH. AND AS HIS BODY WAS VERGING ON DISSOLUTION, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD INFORMED HIM THAT HIS DEATH WAS NOW CLOSE AT HAND. THEREFORE, FEAR AND GREAT PERPLEXITY CAME UPON HIM. SO, HE ROSE UP AND WENT TO JERUSALEM; AND GOING INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD, HE POURED OUT HIS PRAYERS THERE BEFORE THE SANCTUARY, AND SAID:
13. O GOD! AUTHOR OF ALL CONSOLATION, GOD OF ALL COMPASSION, AND LORD OF THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE; GOD OF MY SOUL, BODY, AND SPIRIT; WITH SUPPLICATIONS I REVERENCE YOU, O LORD AND MY GOD. IF NOW MY DAYS ARE ENDED, AND THE TIME DRAWS NEAR WHEN I MUST LEAVE THIS WORLD, SEND ME, I BESEECH YOU, THE GREAT MICHAEL, THE PRINCE OF YOUR HOLY ANGELS: LET HIM REMAIN WITH ME, THAT MY WRETCHED SOUL MAY DEPART FROM THIS AFFLICTED BODY WITHOUT TROUBLE, WITHOUT TERROR AND IMPATIENCE. FOR GREAT FEAR AND INTENSE SADNESS TAKE HOLD OF ALL BODIES ON THE DAY OF THEIR DEATH, WHETHER IT BE MAN OR WOMAN, BEAST WILD OR TAME, OR WHATEVER CREEPS ON THE GROUND OR FLIES IN THE AIR. AT THE LAST ALL CREATURES UNDER HEAVEN IN WHOM IS THE BREATH OF LIFE, ARE STRUCK WITH HORROR, AND THEIR SOULS DEPART FROM THEIR BODIES WITH STRONG FEAR AND GREAT DEPRESSION. NOW THEREFORE, O LORD AND MY GOD, LET YOUR HOLY ANGEL BE PRESENT WITH HIS HELP TO MY SOUL AND BODY, UNTIL THEY SHALL BE DISSEVERED FROM EACH OTHER. AND LET NOT THE FACE OF THE ANGEL, APPOINTED MY GUARDIAN FROM THE DAY OF MY BIRTH, BE TURNED AWAY FROM ME; BUT MAY HE BE THE COMPANION OF MY JOURNEY EVEN UNTIL HE, BRING ME TO YOU: LET HIS COUNTENANCE BE PLEASANT AND GLADSOME TO ME, AND LET HIM ACCOMPANY ME IN PEACE. AND LET NOT DEMONS OF FRIGHTFUL ASPECT COME NEAR ME IN THE WAY IN WHICH I AM TO GO, UNTIL I COME TO YOU IN BLISS. AND LET NOT THE DOORKEEPERS HINDER MY SOUL FROM ENTERING PARADISE. AND DO NOT UNCOVER MY [SEXUAL] SINS, AND EXPOSE ME TO CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] BEFORE YOUR TERRIBLE TRIBUNAL. LET NOT THE LIONS RUSH IN UPON ME; NOR LET THE WAVES OF THE SEA OF FIRE OVERWHELM MY SOUL—FOR THIS MUST EVERY SOUL PASS THROUGH—BEFORE I HAVE SEEN THE GLORY OF YOUR GODHEAD. O GOD, MOST RIGHTEOUS JUDGE, WHO IN JUSTICE AND EQUITY WILT JUDGE MANKIND, AND WILT RENDER UNTO EACH ONE ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS, O LORD AND MY GOD, I BESEECH YOU, BE PRESENT TO ME IN YOUR COMPASSION, AND ENLIGHTEN MY PATH THAT I MAY COME TO YOU; FOR YOU ARE A FOUNTAIN OVERFLOWING WITH ALL GOOD THINGS, AND WITH GLORY FOR EVERMORE. AMEN.
14. IT CAME TO PASS THEREAFTER, WHEN HE RETURNED TO HIS OWN HOUSE IN THE CITY OF NAZARETH, THAT HE WAS SEIZED BY DISEASE, AND HAD TO KEEP HIS BED. AND IT WAS AT THIS TIME THAT HE DIED, ACCORDING TO THE DESTINY OF ALL MANKIND. FOR THIS DISEASE WAS VERY HEAVY UPON HIM, AND HE HAD NEVER BEEN ILL, AS HE NOW WAS, FROM THE DAY OF HIS BIRTH. AND THUS, ASSUREDLY IT, PLEASED CHRIST TO ORDER THE DESTINY OF RIGHTEOUS JOSEPH. HE LIVED FORTY YEARS UNMARRIED, THEREAFTER HIS WIFE REMAINED UNDER HIS CARE FORTY-NINE YEARS, AND THEN DIED. AND A YEAR AFTER HER DEATH, MY MOTHER, THE BLESSED MARY, WAS ENTRUSTED TO HIM BY THE PRIESTS, THAT HE SHOULD KEEP HER UNTIL THE TIME OF HER MARRIAGE. SHE SPENT TWO YEARS IN HIS HOUSE; AND IN THE THIRD YEAR OF HER STAY WITH JOSEPH, IN THE FIFTEENTH YEAR OF HER AGE, SHE BROUGHT ME FORTH ON EARTH BY A MYSTERY WHICH NO CREATURE CAN PENETRATE OR UNDERSTAND, EXCEPT MYSELF, AND MY FATHER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, CONSTITUTING ONE ESSENCE WITH MYSELF. 15. THE WHOLE AGE OF MY FATHER, THEREFORE, THAT RIGHTEOUS OLD MAN, WAS ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVEN YEARS, MY FATHER IN HEAVEN HAVING SO DECREED. AND THE DAY ON WHICH HIS SOUL LEFT HIS BODY WAS THE TWENTY-SIXTH OF THE MONTH ABIB. FOR NOW, THE FINE GOLD BEGAN TO LOSE ITS SPLENDOUR, AND THE SILVER TO BE WORN DOWN BY USE—I MEAN HIS UNDERSTANDING AND HIS WISDOM. HE ALSO LOATHED FOOD AND DRINK, AND LOST ALL HIS SKILL IN HIS TRADE OF CARPENTRY, NOR DID HE ANY MORE PAY ATTENTION TO IT. IT CAME TO PASS, THEN, IN THE EARLY DAWN OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH DAY OF ABIB, THAT JOSEPH, THAT RIGHTEOUS OLD MAN, LYING IN HIS BED, WAS GIVING UP HIS UNQUIET SOUL. WHEREFORE HE OPENED HIS MOUTH WITH MANY SIGHS, AND STRUCK HIS HANDS ONE AGAINST THE OTHER, AND WITH A LOUD VOICE CRIED OUT, AND SPOKE AFTER THE FOLLOWING MANNER: 
16. WOE TO THE DAY ON WHICH I WAS BORN INTO THE WORLD! WOE TO THE WOMB WHICH BARE ME! WOE TO THE BOWELS WHICH ADMITTED ME! WOE TO THE BREASTS WHICH SUCKLED ME! WOE TO THE FEET UPON WHICH I SAT AND RESTED! WOE TO THE HANDS WHICH CARRIED ME AND REARED ME UNTIL I GREW UP! FOR I WAS CONCEIVED IN INIQUITY, AND IN [SEXUAL] SINS DID MY MOTHER [SEXUALLY] DESIRE ME. WOE TO MY TONGUE AND MY LIPS, WHICH HAVE BROUGHT FORTH AND SPOKEN VANITY, DETRACTION, FALSEHOOD, IGNORANCE, DERISION, IDLE TALES, CRAFT, AND HYPOCRISY! WOE TO MY EYES, WHICH HAVE LOOKED UPON SCANDALOUS THINGS! WOE TO MINE EARS, WHICH HAVE DELIGHTED IN THE WORDS OF SLANDERERS! WOE TO MY HANDS, WHICH HAVE SEIZED WHAT DID NOT OF RIGHT BELONG TO THEM! WOE TO MY BELLY AND MY BOWELS, WHICH HAVE [SEXUALLY] LUSTED AFTER FOOD UNLAWFUL TO BE EATEN! WOE TO MY THROAT, WHICH LIKE A FIRE HAS CONSUMED ALL THAT IT FOUND! WOE TO MY FEET, WHICH HAVE TOO OFTEN WALKED IN WAYS DISPLEASING TO GOD! WOE TO MY BODY; AND WOE TO MY MISERABLE SOUL, WHICH HAS ALREADY TURNED ASIDE FROM GOD ITS MAKER! WHAT SHALL I DO WHEN I ARRIVE AT THAT PLACE WHERE I MUST STAND BEFORE THE MOST RIGHTEOUS JUDGE, AND WHEN HE SHALL CALL ME TO ACCOUNT FOR THE WORKS WHICH I HAVE HEAPED UP IN MY YOUTH? WOE TO EVERY MAN DYING IN HIS [SEXUAL] SINS! ASSUREDLY THAT SAME DREADFUL HOUR, WHICH CAME UPON MY FATHER JACOB, MATTHEW 1:16 WHEN HIS SOUL WAS FLYING FORTH FROM HIS BODY, IS NOW, BEHOLD, NEAR AT HAND FOR ME. OH! HOW WRETCHED I AM THIS DAY, AND WORTHY OF LAMENTATION! BUT GOD ALONE IS THE DISPOSER OF MY SOUL AND BODY, HE ALSO WILL DEAL WITH THEM AFTER HIS OWN GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE. 
17. THESE ARE THE WORDS SPOKEN BY JOSEPH, THAT RIGHTEOUS OLD MAN. AND I, GOING IN BESIDE HIM, FOUND HIS SOUL EXCEEDINGLY TROUBLED, FOR HE WAS PLACED IN GREAT PERPLEXITY. AND I SAID TO HIM: HAIL! MY FATHER JOSEPH, YOU RIGHTEOUS MAN; HOW IS IT WITH YOU? AND HE ANSWERED ME: ALL HAIL! MY WELL-BELOVED SON. INDEED, THE AGONY AND FEAR OF DEATH HAVE ALREADY ENVIRONED ME; BUT AS SOON AS I HEARD YOUR VOICE, MY SOUL WAS AT REST. O JESUS OF NAZARETH! JESUS, MY SAVIOR! JESUS, THE DELIVERER OF MY SOUL! JESUS, MY PROTECTOR! JESUS! O SWEETEST NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN MY MOUTH, AND IN THE MOUTH OF ALL THOSE THAT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE IT! O EYE WHICH SEES, AND EAR WHICH HEARS, HEAR ME! I AM YOUR SERVANT; THIS DAY I MOST HUMBLY REVERENCE YOU, AND BEFORE YOUR FACE I POUR OUT MY TEARS. YOU ARE ALTOGETHER MY GOD; YOU ARE MY LORD, AS THE ANGEL HAS TOLD ME TIMES WITHOUT NUMBER, AND ESPECIALLY ON THAT DAY WHEN MY SOUL WAS DRIVEN ABOUT WITH PERVERSE THOUGHTS ABOUT THE PURE AND BLESSED MARY, WHO WAS CARRYING YOU IN HER WOMB, AND WHOM I WAS THINKING OF SECRETLY SENDING AWAY. AND WHILE I WAS THUS MEDITATING, BEHOLD, THERE APPEARED TO ME IN MY REST ANGELS OF THE LORD, SAYING TO ME IN A WONDERFUL MYSTERY: O JOSEPH, YOU SON OF DAVID, FEAR NOT TO TAKE MARY AS YOUR WIFE; AND DO NOT GRIEVE YOUR SOUL, NOR SPEAK UNBECOMING WORDS OF HER CONCEPTION, BECAUSE SHE IS WITH CHILD OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND SHALL BRING FORTH A SON, WHOSE NAME SHALL BE CALLED JESUS, FOR HE SHALL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. DO NOT FOR THIS CAUSE WISH ME EVIL, O LORD! FOR I WAS IGNORANT OF THE MYSTERY OF YOUR BIRTH. I CALL TO MIND ALSO, MY LORD, THAT DAY WHEN THE BOY DIED OF THE BITE OF THE SERPENT. AND HIS RELATIONS WISHED TO DELIVER YOU TO HEROD, SAYING THAT YOU HAD KILLED HIM; BUT YOU RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD, AND RESTORE HIM TO THEM. THEN I WENT UP TO YOU, AND TOOK HOLD OF YOUR HAND, SAYING: MY SON, TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF. BUT YOU SAID TO ME IN REPLY: ARE YOU NOT MY FATHER AFTER THE FLESH? I SHALL TEACH YOU WHO I AM. NOW THEREFORE, O LORD AND MY GOD, DO NOT BE ANGRY WITH ME, OR CONDEMN ME ON ACCOUNT OF THAT HOUR. I AM YOUR SERVANT, AND THE SON OF YOUR HANDMAIDEN; BUT YOU ARE MY LORD, MY GOD AND SAVIOR, MOST SURELY THE SON OF GOD. 18. WHEN MY FATHER JOSEPH HAD THUS SPOKEN, HE WAS UNABLE TO WEEP MORE. AND I SAW THAT DEATH NOW HAD DOMINION OVER HIM. AND MY MOTHER, VIRGIN UNDEFILED, ROSE AND CAME TO ME, SAYING: O MY BELOVED SON, THIS PIOUS OLD MAN JOSEPH IS NOW DYING. AND I ANSWERED: OH, MY DEAREST MOTHER, ASSUREDLY UPON ALL CREATURES PRODUCED IN THIS WORLD THE SAME NECESSITY OF DEATH LIES; FOR DEATH HOLDS SWAY OVER THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE. EVEN YOU, O MY VIRGIN MOTHER, MUST LOOK FOR THE SAME END OF LIFE AS OTHER MORTALS. AND YET YOUR DEATH, AS ALSO THE DEATH OF THIS PIOUS MAN, IS NOT DEATH, BUT LIFE ENDURING TO ETERNITY. NAY MORE, EVEN I MUST DIE, AS CONCERNS THE BODY WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED FROM YOU. BUT RISE, O MY VENERABLE MOTHER, AND GO IN TO JOSEPH, THAT BLESSED OLD MAN, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY SEE WHAT WILL HAPPEN AS HIS SOUL ASCENDS FROM HIS BODY.
19. MY UNDEFILED MOTHER MARY, THEREFORE, WENT AND ENTERED THE PLACE WHERE JOSEPH WAS. AND I WAS SITTING AT HIS FEET LOOKING AT HIM, FOR THE SIGNS OF DEATH ALREADY APPEARED IN HIS COUNTENANCE. AND THAT BLESSED OLD MAN RAISED HIS HEAD, AND KEPT HIS EYES FIXED ON MY FACE, BUT HE HAD NO POWER OF SPEAKING TO ME, ON ACCOUNT OF THE AGONIES OF DEATH, WHICH HELD HIM IN THEIR GRASP. BUT HE KEPT FETCHING MANY SIGHS. AND I HELD HIS HANDS FOR A WHOLE HOUR, AND HE TURNED HIS FACE TO ME, AND MADE SIGNS FOR ME NOT TO LEAVE HIM. THEREAFTER I PUT MY HAND UPON HIS BREAST, AND PERCEIVED HIS SOUL NOW NEAR HIS THROAT, PREPARING TO DEPART FROM ITS RECEPTACLE. 
20. AND WHEN MY VIRGIN MOTHER SAW ME TOUCHING HIS BODY, SHE ALSO TOUCHED HIS FEET. AND FINDING THEM ALREADY DEAD AND DESTITUTE OF HEAT, SHE SAID TO ME: O MY BELOVED SON, ASSUREDLY HIS FEET ARE ALREADY BEGINNING TO STIFFEN, AND THEY ARE AS COLD AS SNOW. ACCORDINGLY, SHE SUMMONED HIS SONS AND DAUGHTERS, AND SAID TO THEM: COME, AS MANY AS THERE ARE OF YOU, AND GO TO YOUR FATHER, FOR ASSUREDLY HE IS NOW AT THE VERY POINT OF DEATH. AND ASSIA, HIS DAUGHTER, ANSWERED AND SAID: WOE'S ME, O MY BROTHERS, THIS IS CERTAINLY THE SAME DISEASE THAT MY BELOVED MOTHER DIED OF. AND SHE LAMENTED AND SHED TEARS; AND ALL JOSEPH'S OTHER CHILDREN MOURNED ALONG WITH HER. I ALSO, AND MY MOTHER MARY, WEPT ALONG WITH THEM.
21. AND TURNING MY EYES TOWARDS THE REGION OF THE SOUTH, I SAW DEATH ALREADY APPROACHING, AND ALL GEHENNA WITH HIM, CLOSELY ATTENDED BY HIS ARMY AND HIS SATELLITES; AND THEIR CLOTHES, THEIR FACES, AND THEIR MOUTHS POURED FORTH FLAMES. AND WHEN MY FATHER JOSEPH SAW THEM COMING STRAIGHT TO HIM, HIS EYES DISSOLVED IN TEARS, AND AT THE SAME TIME HE GROANED AFTER A STRANGE MANNER. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN I SAW THE VEHEMENCE OF HIS SIGHS, I DROVE BACK DEATH AND ALL THE HOST OF SERVANTS WHICH ACCOMPANIED HIM. AND I CALLED UP ON MY GOOD FATHER [STEPHEN], SAYING: 
22. O FATHER OF ALL MERCY, EYE WHICH SEE, AND EAR WHICH HEAR, HEARKEN TO MY PRAYERS AND SUPPLICATIONS IN BEHALF OF THE OLD MAN JOSEPH; AND SEND MICHAEL, THE PRINCE OF YOUR ANGELS, AND GABRIEL, THE HERALD OF LIGHT, AND ALL THE L IGHT OF YOUR ANGELS, AND LET THEIR WHOLE ARRAY WALK WITH THE SOUL OF MY FATHER JOSEPH, UNTIL THEY SHALL HAVE CONDUCTED IT TO YOU. THIS IS THE HOUR IN WHICH MY FATHER HAS NEED OF COMPASSION. AND I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT ALL THE SAINTS, YEA, AS MANY MEN AS ARE BORN IN THE WORLD, WHETHER THEY BE JUST OR WHETHER THEY BE PERVERSE, MUST OF NECESSITY TASTE OF DEATH.
23. THEREFORE MICHAEL AND GABRIEL CAME TO THE SOUL OF MY FATHER JOSEPH, AND TOOK IT, AND WRAPPED IT IN A SHINING WRAPPER. THUS, HE COMMITTED HIS SPIRIT INTO THE HANDS OF MY GOOD FATHER [STEPHEN], AND HE BESTOWED UPON HIM PEACE. BUT AS YET NONE OF HIS CHILDREN KNEW THAT HE HAD FALLEN ASLEEP. AND THE ANGELS PRESERVED HIS SOUL FROM THE DEMONS OF DARKNESS WHICH WERE IN THE WAY, AND PRAISED GOD EVEN UNTIL THEY CONDUCTED IT INTO THE DWELLING-PLACE OF THE PIOUS. 
24. NOW HIS BODY WAS LYING PROSTRATE AND BLOODLESS; WHEREFORE I REACHED FORTH MY HAND, AND PUT RIGHT HIS EYES AND SHUT HIS MOUTH, AND SAID TO THE VIRGIN MARY: O MY MOTHER, WHERE IS THE SKILL WHICH HE SHOWED IN ALL THE TIME THAT HE LIVED IN THIS WORLD? LO! IT HAS PERISHED, AS IF IT HAD NEVER EXISTED. AND WHEN HIS CHILDREN HEARD ME SPEAKING WITH MY MOTHER, THE PURE VIRGIN, THEY KNEW THAT HE HAD ALREADY BREATHED HIS LAST, AND THEY SHED TEARS, AND LAMENTED. BUT I SAID TO THEM: ASSUREDLY THE DEATH OF YOUR FATHER IS NOT DEATH, BUT LIFE EVERLASTING: FOR HE HAS BEEN FREED FROM THE TROUBLES OF THIS LIFE, AND HAS PASSED TO PERPETUAL AND EVERLASTING REST. WHEN THEY HEARD THESE WORDS, THEY RENT THEIR CLOTHES, AND WEPT.
25. AND, INDEED, THE INHABITANTS OF NAZARETH AND OF GALILEE, HAVING HEARD OF THEIR LAMENTATION, FLOCKED TO THEM, AND WEPT FROM THE THIRD HOUR EVEN TO THE NINTH. AND AT THE NINTH HOUR THEY ALL WENT TOGETHER TO JOSEPH'S BED. AND THEY LIFTED HIS BODY, AFTER THEY HAD ANOINTED IT WITH COSTLY OINTMENTS. BUT I ENTREATED MY FATHER IN THE PRAYER OF THE CELESTIALS—THAT SAME PRAYER WHICH WITH MY OWN HAND I MADE BEFORE I WAS CARRIED IN THE WOMB OF THE VIRGIN MARY, MY MOTHER. AND AS SOON AS I HAD FINISHED IT, AND PRONOUNCED THE AMEN, A GREAT MULTITUDE OF ANGELS CAME UP; AND I ORDERED TWO OF THEM TO STRETCH OUT THEIR SHINING GARMENTS, AND TO WRAP IN THEM THE BODY OF JOSEPH, THE BLESSED OLD MAN. 
26. AND I SPOKE TO JOSEPH, AND SAID: THE SMELL OR CORRUPTION OF DEATH SHALL NOT HAVE DOMINION OVER YOU, NOR SHALL A WORM EVER COME FORTH FROM YOUR BODY. NOT A SINGLE LIMB OF IT SHALL BE BROKEN, NOR SHALL ANY HAIR ON YOUR HEAD BE CHANGED. NOTHING OF YOUR BODY SHALL PERISH, O MY FATHER JOSEPH, BUT IT WILL REMAIN ENTIRE AND UNCORRUPTED EVEN UNTIL THE BANQUET OF THE THOUSAND YEARS. AND WHOSOEVER SHALL MAKE AN OFFERING ON THE DAY OF YOUR REMEMBRANCE, HIM WILL I BLESS AND RECOMPENSE IN THE CONGREGATION OF THE VIRGINS, AND WHOSOEVER SHALL GIVE FOOD TO THE WRETCHED, THE POOR, THE WIDOWS, AND ORPHANS FROM THE WORK OF HIS HANDS, ON THE DAY ON WHICH YOUR MEMORY SHALL BE CELEBRATED, AND IN YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], SHALL NOT BE IN WANT OF GOOD THINGS ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE. AND WHOSOEVER SHALL HAVE GIVEN A CUP OF WATER, OR OF WINE, TO DRINK TO THE WIDOW OR ORPHAN IN YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], I WILL GIVE HIM TO YOU, THAT YOU MAY GO IN WITH HIM TO THE BANQUET OF THE THOUSAND YEARS. AND EVERY MAN WHO SHALL PRESENT AN OFFERING ON THE DAY OF YOUR COMMEMORATION WILL I BLESS AND RECOMPENSE IN THE CHURCH OF THE VIRGINS: FOR ONE I WILL RENDER UNTO HIM THIRTY, SIXTY, AND A HUNDRED. AND WHOSOEVER SHALL WRITE THE HISTORY OF YOUR LIFE, OF YOUR LABOUR, AND YOUR DEPARTURE FROM THIS WORLD, AND THIS NARRATIVE THAT HAS ISSUED FROM MY MOUTH, HIM SHALL I COMMIT TO YOUR KEEPING AS LONG AS HE SHALL HAVE TO DO WITH THIS LIFE. AND WHEN HIS SOUL DEPARTS FROM THE BODY, AND WHEN HE MUST LEAVE THIS WORLD, I WILL BURN THE BOOK OF HIS [SEXUAL] SINS, NOR WILL I TORMENT HIM WITH ANY PUNISHMENT IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT; BUT HE SHALL CROSS THE SEA OF FLAMES, AND SHALL GO THROUGH IT WITHOUT TROUBLE OR PAIN. AND UPON EVERY POOR MAN WHO CAN GIVE NONE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH I HAVE MENTIONED THIS IS INCUMBENT: VIZ., IF A SON IS BORN TO HIM, HE SHALL CALL HIS NAME JOSEPH. SO, THERE SHALL NOT TAKE PLACE IN THAT HOUSE EITHER POVERTY OR ANY SUDDEN DEATH FOR EVER.
27. THEREAFTER THE CHIEF MEN OF THE CITY CAME TOGETHER TO THE PLACE WHERE THE BODY OF THE BLESSED OLD MAN JOSEPH HAD BEEN LAID, BRINGING WITH THEM BURIAL-CLOTHES, AND THEY WISHED TO WRAP IT UP IN THEM AFTER THE MANNER IN WHICH THE JEWS ARE WONT TO ARRANGE THEIR DEAD BODIES. AND THEY PERCEIVED THAT HE KEPT HIS SHROUD FAST; FOR IT ADHERED TO THE BODY IN SUCH A WAY, THAT WHEN THEY WISHED TO TAKE IT OFF, IT WAS FOUND TO BE LIKE IRON—IMPOSSIBLE TO BE MOVED OR LOOSENED. NOR COULD THEY FIND ANY ENDS IN THAT PIECE OF LINEN, WHICH STRUCK THEM WITH THE GREATEST ASTONISHMENT. AT LENGTH THEY CARRIED HIM OUT TO A PLACE WHERE THERE WAS A CAVE, AND OPENED THE GATE, THAT THEY MIGHT BURY HIS BODY BESIDE THE BODIES OF HIS FATHERS. THEN THERE CAME IN TO MY MIND THE DAY ON WHICH HE WALKED WITH ME INTO EGYPT, AND THAT EXTREME TROUBLE WHICH HE ENDURED ON MY ACCOUNT. ACCORDINGLY, I BEWAILED HIS DEATH FOR A LONG TIME; AND LYING UPON HIS BODY, I SAID:
28. O DEATH! WHO MAKES ALL KNOWLEDGE TO VANISH AWAY, AND RAISES SO MANY TEARS AND LAMENTATIONS, SURELY IT IS GOD MY FATHER HIMSELF WHO HAS GRANTED YOU THIS POWER. FOR MEN DIE FOR THE TRANSGRESSION OF ADAM AND HIS WIFE EVE, AND DEATH SPARES NOT SO MUCH AS ONE. NEVERTHELESS, NOTHING HAPPENS TO ANY ONE, OR IS BROUGHT UPON HIM, WITHOUT THE COMMAND OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. THERE HAVE CERTAINLY BEEN MEN WHO HAVE PROLONGED THEIR LIFE EVEN TO NINE HUNDRED YEARS; BUT THEY DIED. YEA, THOUGH SOME OF THEM HAVE LIVED LONGER, THEY HAVE, NOTWITHSTANDING, SUCCUMBED TO THE SAME FATE; NOR HAS ANY ONE OF THEM EVER SAID: I HAVE NOT TASTED DEATH. FOR THE LORD NEVER SENDS THE SAME PUNISHMENT MORE THAN ONCE, SINCE IT HAS PLEASED MY FATHER [STEPHEN] TO BRING IT UPON MEN. AND AT THE VERY MOMENT WHEN IT, GOING FORTH, BEHOLDS THE COMMAND DESCENDING TO IT FROM HEAVEN, IT SAYS: I WILL GO FORTH AGAINST THAT MAN, AND WILL GREATLY MOVE HIM. THEN, WITHOUT DELAY, IT MAKES AN ONSET ON THE SOUL, AND OBTAINS THE MASTERY OF IT, DOING WITH IT WHATEVER IT WILL. FOR, BECAUSE ADAM DID NOT THE WILL OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN], BUT TRANSGRESSED HIS COMMANDMENT, THE WRATH OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WAS KINDLED AGAINST HIM, AND HE DOOMED HIM TO DEATH; AND THUS, IT WAS THAT DEATH CAME INTO THE WORLD. BUT IF ADAM HAD OBSERVED MY FATHER'S PRECEPTS, DEATH WOULD NEVER HAVE FALLEN TO HIS LOT. THINK YOU THAT I CAN ASK MY GOOD FATHER TO SEND ME A CHARIOT OF FIRE, 2 KINGS 2:11 WHICH MAY TAKE UP THE BODY OF MY FATHER JOSEPH, AND CONVEY IT TO THE PLACE OF REST, IN ORDER THAT IT MAY DWELL WITH THE SPIRITS? BUT ON ACCOUNT OF THE TRANSGRESSION OF ADAM, THAT TROUBLE AND VIOLENCE OF DEATH HAS DESCENDED UPON ALL THE HUMAN RACE. AND IT IS FOR THIS CAUSE THAT I MUST DIE ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, FOR MY WORK WHICH I HAVE CREATED, THAT THEY MAY OBTAIN GRACE.
29. HAVING THUS SPOKEN, I EMBRACED THE BODY OF MY FATHER JOSEPH, AND WEPT OVER IT, AND THEY OPENED THE DOOR OF THE TOMB, AND PLACED HIS BODY IN IT, NEAR THE BODY OF HIS FATHER JACOB. AND AT THE TIME WHEN HE FELL ASLEEP, HE HAD FULFILLED A HUNDRED AND ELEVEN YEARS. NEVER DID A TOOTH IN HIS MOUTH HURT HIM, NOR WAS HIS EYESIGHT RENDERED LESS SHARP, NOR HIS BODY BENT, NOR HIS STRENGTH IMPAIRED; BUT HE WORKED AT HIS TRADE OF A CARPENTER TO THE VERY LAST DAY OF HIS LIFE, AND THAT WAS THE SIX-AND-TWENTIETH OF THE MONTH ABIB. 
30. AND WE APOSTLES, WHEN WE HEARD THESE THINGS FROM OUR SAVIOR, ROSE UP JOYFULLY, AND PROSTRATED OURSELVES IN HONOUR OF HIM, AND SAID: O OUR SAVIOR, SHOW US YOUR GRACE. NOW INDEED WE HAVE HEARD THE WORD OF LIFE: NEVERTHELESS, WE WONDER, O OUR SAVIOR, AT THE FATE OF ENOCH AND ELIAS, INASMUCH AS THEY HAD NOT TO UNDERGO DEATH. FOR TRULY THEY DWELL IN THE HABITATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS EVEN TO THE PRESENT DAY, NOR HAVE THEIR BODIES SEEN CORRUPTION. YET THAT OLD MAN JOSEPH THE CARPENTER WAS, NEVERTHELESS, YOUR FATHER AFTER THE FLESH. AND YOU HAVE ORDERED US TO GO INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH THE HOLY GOSPEL; AND YOU HAVE SAID: RELATE TO THEM THE DEATH OF MY FATHER JOSEPH, AND CELEBRATE TO HIM WITH ANNUAL SOLEMNITY A FESTIVAL AND SACRED DAY. AND WHOSOEVER SHALL TAKE ANYTHING AWAY FROM THIS NARRATIVE, OR ADD ANYTHING TO IT, COMMITS [SEXUAL] SIN. REVELATION 22:18-19 WE WONDER ESPECIALLY THAT JOSEPH, EVEN FROM THAT DAY ON WHICH YOU WERE BORN IN BETHLEHEM, CALLED YOU HIS SON AFTER THE FLESH. WHEREFORE, THEN, DID YOU NOT MAKE HIM IMMORTAL AS WELL AS THEM, AND YOU SAY THAT HE WAS RIGHTEOUS AND CHOSEN?
31. AND OUR SAVIOUR ANSWERED AND SAID: INDEED, THE PROPHECY OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] UPON ADAM, FOR HIS DISOBEDIENCE, HAS NOW BEEN FULFILLED. AND ALL THINGS ARE ARRANGED ACCORDING TO THE WILL AND [SEXLESS] PLEASURE OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. FOR IF A MAN REJECTS THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD, AND FOLLOWS THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL BY COMMITTING [SEXUAL] SIN, HIS LIFE IS PROLONGED; FOR HE IS PRESERVED IN ORDER THAT HE MAY PERHAPS REPENT, AND REFLECT THAT HE MUST BE DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF DEATH. BUT IF ANY ONE HAS BEEN ZEALOUS OF GOOD WORKS, HIS LIFE ALSO IS PROLONGED, THAT, AS THE FAME OF HIS OLD AGE INCREASES, UPRIGHT MEN MAY IMITATE HIM. BUT WHEN YOU SEE A MAN WHOSE MIND IS PRONE TO ANGER, ASSUREDLY HIS DAYS ARE SHORTENED; FOR IT IS THESE THAT ARE TAKEN AWAY IN THE FLOWER OF THEIR AGE. EVERY PROPHECY, THEREFORE, WHICH MY FATHER HAS PRONOUNCED CONCERNING THE SONS OF MEN, MUST BE FULFILLED IN EVERY PARTICULAR. BUT WITH REFERENCE TO ENOCH AND ELIAS, AND HOW THEY REMAIN ALIVE TO THIS DAY, KEEPING THE SAME BODIES WITH WHICH, THEY WERE BORN; AND AS TO WHAT CONCERNS MY FATHER JOSEPH, WHO HAS NOT BEEN ALLOWED AS WELL AS THEY TO REMAIN IN THE BODY: INDEED, THOUGH A MAN LIVE IN THE WORLD MANY MYRIADS OF YEARS, NEVERTHELESS, AT SOME TIME OR OTHER HE IS COMPELLED TO EXCHANGE LIFE FOR DEATH. AND I SAY TO YOU, O MY BRETHREN, THAT THEY ALSO, ENOCH AND ELIAS, REVELATION 11:3-12 MUST TOWARDS THE END OF TIME RETURN INTO THE WORLD AND DIE—IN THE DAY, NAMELY, OF COMMOTION, OF TERROR, OF PERPLEXITY, AND AFFLICTION. FOR ANTICHRIST WILL SLAY FOUR BODIES, AND WILL POUR OUT THEIR BLOOD LIKE WATER, BECAUSE OF THE REPROACH TO WHICH THEY SHALL EXPOSE HIM, AND THE IGNOMINY WITH WHICH THEY, IN THEIR LIFETIME, SHALL BRAND HIM WHEN THEY REVEAL HIS IMPIETY.
32. AND WE SAID: O OUR LORD, OUR GOD AND SAVIOR, WHO ARE THOSE FOUR WHOM YOU HAVE SAID ANTICHRIST WILL CUT OFF FROM THE REPROACH THEY BRING UPON HIM? THE LORD ANSWERED: THEY ARE ENOCH, ELIAS, SCHILA, AND TABITHA. WHEN WE HEARD THIS FROM OUR SAVIOR, WE REJOICED AND EXULTED, AND WE OFFERED ALL GLORY AND THANKSGIVING TO THE LORD GOD, AND OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. HE IT IS TO WHOM IS DUE GLORY, HONOUR, DIGNITY, DOMINION, POWER, AND PRAISE, AS WELL AS TO THE GOOD FATHER [STEPHEN] WITH HIM, AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT GIVES LIFE, HENCEFORTH AND IN ALL TIME FOR EVERMORE. AMEN.
A TREATISE OF THE BOYHOOD OF JESUS ACCORDING TO THOMAS
1. HOW MARY AND JOSEPH FLED WITH HIM INTO EGYPT
WHEN THERE WAS A TUMULT BECAUSE SEARCH WAS MADE BY HEROD FOR OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THAT HE MIGHT SLAY HIM, THEN SAID AN ANGEL UNTO JOSEPH: TAKE MARY AND HER CHILD AND FLEE INTO EGYPT FROM THE FACE OF THEM THAT SEEK TO SLAY HIM. NOW JESUS WAS TWO YEARS OLD WHEN HE ENTERED INTO EGYPT. AND AS HE WALKED THROUGH A SOWN FIELD, HE PUT FORTH HIS HAND AND TOOK OF THE EARS AND PUT THEM UPON THE FIRE AND GROUND THEM AND BEGAN TO EAT. [AND HE GAVE SUCH FAVOUR UNTO THAT FIELD THAT YEAR BY YEAR WHEN IT WAS SOWN IT YIELDED UNTO THE LORD OF IT SO MANY MEASURES OF WHEAT AS THE NUMBER OF THE GRAINS WHICH HE HAD TAKEN FROM IT]. NOW WHEN THEY HAD ENTERED INTO EGYPT, THEY TOOK LODGING IN THE HOUSE OF A CERTAIN WIDOW, AND ABODE IN THE SAME PLACE ONE YEAR. AND JESUS BECAME THREE YEARS OLD. AND SEEING BOYS PLAYING HE BEGAN TO PLAY WITH THEM. AND HE TOOK A DRIED FISH AND PUT IT INTO A BASON AND COMMANDED IT TO MOVE TO AND FRO, AND IT BEGAN TO MOVE. AND AGAIN, HE SAID TO THE FISH: CAST OUT THY SALT THAT IS IN THEE AND GO INTO THE WATER. AND IT CAME TO PASS. BUT WHEN THE NEIGHBOURS SAW WHAT WAS DONE THEY TOLD IT TO THE WIDOW WOMAN IN WHOSE HOUSE HIS MOTHER MARY DWELT. AND SHE WHEN SHE HEARD IT HASTED AND CAST THEM OUT OF HER HOUSE.
2. HOW A MASTER CAST HIM OUT OF THE CITY
1 AND AS JESUS WALKED WITH MARY HIS MOTHER THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE MARKET-PLACE OF THE CITY, HE LOOKED ABOUT AND SAW A MASTER TEACHING HIS PUPILS. AND BEHOLD TWELVE SPARROWS WHICH WERE QUARRELLING ONE WITH ANOTHER FELL FROM THE WALL INTO THE LAP OF THE MASTER WHO TAUGHT THE BOYS. AND WHEN JESUS SAW IT HE LAUGHED AND STOOD STILL. 2 NOW WHEN THAT TEACHER SAW HIM LAUGHING, HE SAID TO HIS PUPILS IN GREAT ANGER: GO, BRING HIM HITHER UNTO ME. AND WHEN THEY HAD BROUGHT HIM, THE MASTER TOOK HOLD ON HIS EAR AND SAID: WHAT SAWEST THOU THAT THOU DIDST LAUGH? AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: MASTER, SEE, MY HAND IS FULL OF CORN, AND I SHEWED IT UNTO THEM, AND SCATTERED THE CORN, WHICH THEY ARE CARRYING AWAY† IN DANGER†: FOR FOR THIS CAUSE, THEY FOUGHT WITH ONE ANOTHER THAT THEY MIGHT PARTAKE OF THE CORN. 3 AND JESUS LEFT NOT THE PLACE UNTIL IT WAS ACCOMPLISHED. AND FOR THIS CAUSE THE MASTER LABOURED TO CAST HIM OUT OF THE CITY TOGETHER WITH HIS MOTHER.
3. HOW JESUS CAME OUT OF EGYPT
1 AND BEHOLD, AN ANGEL OF THE LORD MET WITH MARY AND SAID UNTO HER: TAKE THE CHILD AND RETURN INTO THE LAND OF THE JEWS: FOR THEY ARE DEAD WHICH SOUGHT HIS LIFE. SO, MARY AROSE WITH JESUS, AND THEY WENT INTO THE CITY NAZARETH, WHICH IS IN THE INHERITANCE OF HIS (HER?) FATHER. 2 BUT WHEN JOSEPH DEPARTED OUT OF EGYPT AFTER THE DEATH OF HEROD, HE TOOK JESUS INTO THE WILDERNESS UNTIL THERE WAS QUIET IN JERUSALEM FROM THEM THAT SOUGHT THE LIFE OF THE CHILD. AND HE GAVE THANKS TO GOD FOR THAT HE HAD GIVEN HIM UNDERSTANDING, AND BECAUSE HE HAD FOUND GRACE BEFORE THE LORD GOD. AMEN. OR, AND MARY AROSE WITH JESUS, AND THEY WENT UNTO THE CITY OF CAPERNAUM WHICH IS OF TIBERIAS, UNTO THE INHERITANCE OF HER FATHER. 2 BUT WHEN JOSEPH HEARD THAT JESUS WAS COME OUT OF EGYPT AFTER THE DEATH OF HEROD, HE TOOK HIM, OR, AFTER THESE THINGS AN ANGEL OF THE LORD CAME UNTO JOSEPH AND UNTO MARY THE MOTHER OF JESUS AND SAID UNTO THEM: TAKE THE CHILD, RETURN INTO THE LAND OF ISRAEL, FOR THEY ARE DEAD THAT SOUGHT THE LIFE OF THE CHILD. AND THEY AROSE AND WENT TO NAZARETH WHERE JOSEPH POSSESSED THE GOODS OF HIS FATHER. 2 AND WHEN JESUS WAS SEVEN YEARS OLD, THERE WAS QUIET IN THE REALM OF HEROD FROM ALL THEM THAT SOUGHT THE LIFE OF THE CHILD. AND THEY RETURNED UNTO BETHLEHEM AND ABODE THERE.
4. WHAT JESUS DID IN THE CITY OF NAZARETH
IT IS A GLORIOUS WORK FOR THOMAS THE ISRAELITE (ISMAELITE) THE APOSTLE OF THE LORD TO TELL OF THE WORKS OF JESUS AFTER HE CAME OUT OF EGYPT UNTO NAZARETH. HEAR (UNDERSTAND) THEREFORE ALL OF YOU, BELOVED BRETHREN, THE SIGNS WHICH THE LORD JESUS DID WHEN HE WAS IN THE CITY OF NAZARETH: AS IT IS SAID IN THE FIRST CHAPTER. 1 NOW WHEN JESUS WAS FIVE YEARS OLD THERE WAS A GREAT RAIN UPON THE EARTH, AND THE CHILD JESUS WALKED ABOUT THEREIN. AND THE RAIN WAS VERY TERRIBLE: AND HE GATHERED THE WATER TOGETHER INTO A POOL AND COMMANDED WITH A WORD THAT IT SHOULD BECOME CLEAR: AND FORTHWITH IT DID SO. 2 AGAIN, HE TOOK OF THE CLAY WHICH CAME OF THAT POOL AND MADE THEREOF TO THE NUMBER OF TWELVE SPARROWS. NOW IT WAS THE SABBATH DAY WHEN JESUS DID THIS AMONG THE CHILDREN OF THE HEBREWS: AND THE CHILDREN OF THE HEBREWS WENT AND SAID UNTO JOSEPH HIS FATHER: LO, THY SON WAS PLAYING WITH US AND HE TOOK CLAY AND MADE SPARROWS WHICH IT WAS NOT RIGHT TO DO UPON THE SABBATH, AND HE HATH BROKEN IT. AND JOSEPH WENT TO THE CHILD JESUS, AND SAID UNTO HIM: WHEREFORE HAST THOU DONE THIS WHICH IT WAS NOT RIGHT TO DO ON THE SABBATH? BUT JESUS SPREAD FORTH (OPENED) HIS HANDS AND COMMANDED THE SPARROWS, SAYING: GO FORTH INTO THE HEIGHT AND FLY: YE SHALL NOT MEET DEATH AT ANY MAN’S HANDS. AND THEY FLEW AND BEGAN TO CRY OUT AND PRAISE ALMIGHTY GOD. BUT WHEN THE JEWS SAW WHAT WAS DONE, THEY MARVELLED AND DEPARTED, PROCLAIMING THE SIGNS WHICH JESUS DID. 3 BUT A PHARISEE WHICH WAS WITH JESUS TOOK A BRANCH OF AN OLIVE TREE AND BEGAN TO EMPTY THE POOL WHICH JESUS HAD MADE. AND WHEN JESUS SAW IT, HE WAS VEXED AND SAID TO HIM: O THOU OF SODOM, UNGODLY AND IGNORANT, WHAT HURT DID THE FOUNTAIN OF WATER DO THEE, WHICH I MADE? LO, THOU SHALT BECOME LIKE A DRY TREE WHICH HATH NEITHER ROOTS NOR LEAF NOR FRUIT. AND STRAIGHTWAY HE WAS DRIED UP AND FELL TO THE EARTH AND DIED: BUT HIS PARENTS CARRIED HIM AWAY DEAD AND REVILED JOSEPH, SAYING: BEHOLD WHAT THY SON HATH DONE: TEACH THOU HIM TO PRAY AND NOT TO BLASPHEME.
5. HOW THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY WERE GRIEVED AGAINST JOSEPH BECAUSE OF THAT WHICH JESUS DID
1 AND AFTER SOME DAYS AS JESUS WALKED WITH JOSEPH THROUGH THE CITY, THERE RAN ONE OF THE CHILDREN AND SMOTE JESUS ON THE ARMS: BUT JESUS SAID UNTO HIM: SO, FINISH THOU THY COURSE. AND IMMEDIATELY HE FELL TO THE EARTH AND DIED. BUT THEY WHEN THEY SAW THIS WONDER, CRIED OUT SAYING: FROM WHENCE COMETH THIS CHILD? AND THEY SAID UNTO JOSEPH: IT IS NOT RIGHT THAT SUCH A CHILD SHOULD BE AMONG US. AND HE DEPARTED AND TOOK HIM WITH HIM. AND THEY SAID TO HIM: DEPART OUT OF THIS PLACE; AND IF THOU MUST BE WITH US, TEACH HIM TO PRAY AND NOT TO BLASPHEME: FOR OUR SONS ARE PUT TO DEATH BY HIM (LIT. LOSE THEIR SENSES). 2 AND JOSEPH CALLED JESUS AND BEGAN TO ADMONISH HIM, SAYING: WHEREFORE BLASPHEMEST THOU? THEY THAT DWELL IN THIS PLACE CONCEIVE HATRED AGAINST US. BUT JESUS SAID: I KNOW THAT THESE WORDS ARE NOT MINE BUT THINE: YET FOR THY SAKE I WILL HOLD MY PEACE: BUT LET THEM SEE (? BEAR) THEIR OWN FOOLISHNESS. AND STRAIGHTWAY THEY THAT SPAKE AGAINST JESUS WERE MADE BLIND, AND AS THEY WALKED TO AND FRO THEY SAID: EVERY WORD THAT COMETH OUT OF HIS MONTH HATH FULFILMENT. 3 AND WHEN JOSEPH SAW WHAT JESUS HAD DONE, HE TOOK HOLD ON HIM BY HIS EAR IN ANGER: BUT JESUS WAS VEXED AND SAID UNTO JOSEPH: IT SUFFICETH THEE TO SEE ME AND NOT TO TOUCH ME. FOR THOU KNOWEST NOT WHO I AM, WHICH IF THOU KNEWEST, THOU WOULDEST NOT GRIEVE ME. AND ALBEIT I AM WITH THEE NOW, YET WAS I MADE BEFORE THEE.
6. HOW JESUS WAS TREATED BY THE MASTER
1 THERE WAS THEREFORE A MAN NAMED ZACHEUS WHO HEARD ALL THAT JESUS SAID UNTO JOSEPH, AND HE MARVELLED IN HIMSELF AND SAID: I HAVE NEVER BEHELD SUCH A CHILD THAT SPAKE SO. AND HE CAME NEAR UNTO JOSEPH AND SAID TO HIM: THOU HAST A WISE CHILD: DELIVER HIM TO ME TO LEARN LETTERS, AND WHEN HE IS LEARNED IN THE STUDY OF THE LETTERS, I WILL TEACH HIM REVERENTLY THAT HE BECOME NOT FOOLISH. JOSEPH ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM: NO MAN IS ABLE TO TEACH HIM BUT GOD ONLY. THINK YOU THAT THIS YOUNG CHILD WILL BE THE OCCASION UNTO US OF LITTLE TORMENT, MY BROTHER? [THERE SHOULD BE MENTION OF A CROSS IN THIS SENTENCE. SYRIAC HAS, THINKEST THOU THAT HE IS WORTHY TO RECEIVE A LITTLE CROSS? SEE BELOW.] 2 BUT WHEN JESUS HEARD JOSEPH SAYING THESE THINGS, HE SAID UNTO ZACHEUS: VERILY, O MASTER, ALL THINGS THAT PROCEED OUT OF MY MOUTH ARE TRUE. AND I AM BEFORE ALL MEN, AND I AM LORD, BUT YE ARE THE CHILDREN OF STRANGERS: FOR UNTO ME IS GIVEN THE GLORY OF THEM (OR OF THE WORLDS) BUT UNTO YOU NOTHING IS GIVEN: FOR I AM BEFORE ALL WORLDS. AND I KNOW HOW MANY ARE THE YEARS OF THY LIFE, AND WHEN THOU SHALT RAISE THAT STANDARD (I.E. THE CROSS) WHEREOF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] SPAKE, THEN SHALL THOU UNDERSTAND THAT ALL THINGS THAT PROCEED OUT OF MY MOUTH ARE TRUE. 3 BUT THE JEWS WHICH STOOD BY AND HEARD THE WORDS WHICH JESUS SPAKE, MARVELLED AND SAID: NOW HAVE WE SEEN SUCH WONDERS AND HEARD SUCH WORDS FROM THIS CHILD, AS WE HAVE NEVER HEARD NEITHER SHALL HEAR FROM ANY OTHER MAN, NEITHER FROM THE CHIEF PRIESTS NOR THE DOCTORS NOR THE PHARISEES. 4 JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM: WHEREFORE MARVEL YE? DO YE THINK IT A THING INCREDIBLE THAT I HAVE TOLD YOU THE TRUTH? I KNOW WHEN YE WERE BORN, AND YOUR FATHERS: AND IF I SHOULD SAY MORE UNTO YOU, I KNOW WHEN THE WORLD WAS CREATED, AND WHO SENT ME UNTO YOU. WHEN THE JEWS HEARD THE WORD WHICH THE CHILD SPAKE, THEY WERE WROTH BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO ANSWER HIM. AND THE CHILD TURNED HIMSELF ABOUT AND REJOICED AND SAID: I SPAKE UNTO YOU A PROVERB; BUT I KNOW THAT YE ARE WEAK AND KNOW NOT ANY THING. 5 NOW THAT MASTER SAID UNTO JOSEPH: BRING HIM UNTO ME AND I WILL TEACH HIM LETTERS. AND JOSEPH TOOK THE CHILD JESUS AND BROUGHT HIM TO THE HOUSE [OF A CERTAIN MASTER] WHERE OTHER CHILDREN ALSO WERE TAUGHT. BUT THE MASTER BEGAN TO TEACH HIM THE LETTERS WITH SWEET SPEECH, AND WROTE FOR HIM THE FIRST LINE WHICH GOETH FROM A UNTO T, AND BEGAN TO FLATTER HIM AND TO TEACH HIM (AND COMMANDED HIM TO SAY THE LETTERS:) BUT THE CHILD HELD HIS PEACE. 6 THEN THAT TEACHER SMOTE THE CHILD ON THE HEAD, AND WHEN THE CHILD RECEIVED THE BLOW, HE SAID UNTO HIM: I OUGHT TO TEACH THEE AND NOT THOU TO TEACH ME. I KNOW THE LETTERS WHICH THOU WOULDEST TEACH ME, AND I KNOW THAT YE ARE UNTO ME AS VESSELS OUT OF WHICH COMETH NOUGHT BUT SOUND, AND NEITHER WISDOM NOR SALVATION OF THE SOUL. AND BEGINNING THE LINE HE SPAKE ALL THE LETTERS FROM A EVEN UNTO T FULLY WITH MUCH QUICKNESS: AND HE LOOKED UPON THE MASTER AND SAID: BUT THOU KNOWEST NOT HOW TO INTERPRET A AND B: HOW WOULDEST THOU TEACH OTHERS? THOU HYPOCRITE, IF THOU KNOWEST AND CANST TELL ME CONCERNING A, THEN WILL I TELL THEE CONCERNING B. BUT WHEN THE TEACHER BEGAN TO EXPOUND CONCERNING THE FIRST LETTER, HE WAS NOT ABLE TO GIVE ANY ANSWER. 7 THEN SAID JESUS UNTO ZACHEUS: HEARKEN UNTO ME, O MASTER, AND UNDERSTAND THE FIRST LETTER. GIVE EAR UNTO ME, HOW THAT IT HATH TWO LINES (EIGHT QUITE UNINTELLIGIBLE DESCRIPTIVE PHRASES FOLLOW). 8 NOW WHEN ZACHEUS SAW THAT HE SO DIVIDED THE FIRST LETTER, HE WAS CONFOUNDED AT SUCH NAMES, AND AT HIS TEACHING, AND CRIED OUT AND SAID: WOE IS ME, FOR I AM CONFOUNDED: I HAVE HIRED SHAME UNTO MYSELF BY MEANS OF THIS CHILD. AND HE SAID UNTO JOSEPH: I BESEECH THEE EARNESTLY, MY BROTHER, TAKE HIM AWAY FROM ME: FOR I CANNOT LOOK UPON HIS FACE NOR HEAR HIS MIGHTY WORDS. FOR THIS CHILD IS ABLE TO SUBDUE THE FIRE AND TO REST RAIN THE SEA, FOR HE WAS BORN BEFORE THE WORLDS. WHAT WOMB BARE HIM OR WHAT MANNER OF MOTHER BROUGHT HIM UP I KNOW NOT. 10 O MY FRIENDS, I AM ASTRAY IN MY WITS, I AM MOCKED, WRETCHED MAN THAT I AM. I SAID THAT I HAD A DISCIPLE, BUT HE IS FOUND TO BE MY MASTER. I CANNOT OVERCOME MY SHAME, FOR I AM OLD, AND I CANNOT FIND WHEREWITHAL TO ANSWER HIM, SO THAT I AM LIKE TO FALL INTO HEAVY SICKNESS AND DEPART OUT OF THE WORLD OR GO AWAY FROM THIS CITY, FOR ALL MEN HAVE SEEN MY SHAME, THAT A CHILD HATH ENSNARED ME. WHAT CAN I ANSWER ANY MAN, OR WHAT WORDS CAN I SPEAK, FOR HE HATH OVERCOME ME AT THE FIRST LETTER! I AM CONFOUNDED, O YE MY FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES, AND I CAN FIND NEITHER FIRST NOR LAST TO ANSWER HIM. 11 AND NOW I BESEECH THEE, BROTHER JOSEPH, REMOVE HIM FROM ME AND TAKE HIM UNTO THINE HOUSE, FOR EITHER HE IS A SORCERER OR A GOD (LORD) OR AN ANGEL, AND WHAT TO SAY I KNOW NOT. 12 AND JESUS TURNED HIMSELF UNTO THE JEWS THAT WERE WITH ZACHEUS AND SAID UNTO THEM: NOW LET ALL THEM THAT SEE NOT SEE, AND LET THEM UNDERSTAND WHICH UNDERSTAND NOT, AND LET THE DEAF HEAR, AND LET THEM ARISE WHICH HAVE DIED BY MY MEANS, AND LET ME CALL THEM THAT ARE HIGH UNTO THAT WHICH IS HIGHER, EVEN AS HE THAT SENT ME UNTO YOU HATH COMMANDED ME. AND WHEN THE CHILD JESUS CEASED SPEAKING, ALL THE AFFLICTED WERE MADE WHOLE, AS MANY AS HAD BEEN AFFLICTED AT HIS WORD. AND THEY DURST NOT SPEAK UNTO HIM.
7. HOW JESUS RAISED UP A BOY
1 NOW ON A DAY, WHEN JESUS CLIMBED UP UPON A HOUSE WITH THE CHILDREN, HE BEGAN TO PLAY WITH THEM: BUT ONE OF THE BOYS FELL DOWN THROUGH THE DOOR OUT OF THE UPPER CHAMBER AND DIED STRAIGHTWAY. AND WHEN THE CHILDREN SAW IT, THEY FLED ALL OF THEM, BUT JESUS REMAINED ALONE IN THE HOUSE. 2 AND WHEN THE PARENTS OF THE CHILD WHICH HAD DIED, CAME THEY SPAKE AGAINST JESUS SAYING: OF A TRUTH THOU MADEST HIM FALL. BUT JESUS SAID: I NEVER MADE HIM FALL: NEVERTHELESS, THEY ACCUSED HIM STILL JESUS THEREFORE CAME DOWN FROM THE HOUSE AND STOOD OVER THE DEAD CHILD AND CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, CALLING HIM BY HIS NAME: ZENO, ZENO, ARISE AND SAY IF I MADE THEE FALL. AND ON A SUDDEN HE AROSE AND SAID: NAY, LORD. AND WHEN HIS PARENTS SAW THIS GREAT MIRACLE WHICH JESUS DID, THEY GLORIFIED GOD, AND WORSHIPPED JESUS.
8. HOW JESUS HEALED THE FOOT OF A BOY
1 AND AFTER A FEW DAYS A CERTAIN BOY OF THAT VILLAGE WAS CLEAVING WOOD, AND SMOTE HIS FOOT. 2 AND WHEN MUCH PEOPLE CAME UNTO HIM, JESUS ALSO CAME WITH THEM. AND HE TOUCHED THE FOOT WHICH WAS HURT, AND FORTHWITH IT WAS MADE WHOLE. AND JESUS SAID UNTO HIM: ARISE AND CLEAVE THE WOOD AND REMEMBER ME. BUT WHEN THE MULTITUDE THAT WERE WITH HIM SAW THE SIGNS WHICH WERE DONE, THEY WORSHIPPED JESUS AND SAID: OF A TRUTH WE BELIEVE SURELY THAT THOU ART GOD.
9. HOW JESUS BARE WATER IN HIS CLOAK
1 AND WHEN JESUS WAS SIX YEARS OLD, HIS MOTHER SENT HIM TO DRAW WATER. AND WHEN JESUS WAS COME UNTO THE WELL THERE WAS MUCH PEOPLE THERE AND THEY BRAKE HIS PITCHER. 2 BUT HE TOOK THE CLOAK WHICH HE HAD UPON HIM AND FILLED IT WITH WATER AND BROUGHT IT TO MARY HIS MOTHER. AND WHEN HIS MOTHER SAW THE MIRACLE THAT JESUS DID, SHE KISSED HIM AND SAID: LORD, HEARKEN UNTO ME AND SAVE MY SON.
10. HOW JESUS SOWED WHEAT
1 NOW WHEN IT WAS SEED-TIME, JOSEPH WENT FORTH TO SOW CORN, AND JESUS FOLLOWED AFTER HIM. AND WHEN JOSEPH BEGAN TO SOW, JESUS PUT FORTH HIS HAND AND TOOK OF THE CORN SO MUCH AS HE COULD HOLD IN HIS HAND, AND SCATTERED IT. 2 JOSEPH THEREFORE CAME AT THE TIME OF HARVEST TO REAP HIS HARVEST. AND JESUS ALSO CAME AND GATHERED THE EARS WHICH HE HAD SOWN, AND THEY MADE A HUNDRED MEASURES OF GOOD CORN: AND HE CALLED THE POOR AND THE WIDOWS AND FATHERLESS AND GAVE THEM THE CORN WHICH HE HAD GAINED, SAVE THAT JOSEPH TOOK A LITTLE THEREOF UNTO HIS HOUSE FOR A BLESSING [OF JESUS].
11. HOW JESUS MADE A SHORT BEAM EVEN WITH A LONG ONE
1 AND JESUS CAME TO BE EIGHT YEARS OLD. NOW JOSEPH WAS A BUILDER AND WROUGHT PLOUGHS AND YOKES FOR OXEN. AND ON A DAY A CERTAIN RICH MAN SAID UNTO JOSEPH: SIR, MAKE ME A BED SERVICEABLE AND COMELY. BUT JOSEPH WAS TROUBLED BECAUSE THE BEAM WHICH HE HAD MADE READY FOR THE WORK WAS SHORT. 2 JESUS SAID UNTO HIM: BE NOT TROUBLED, BUT TAKE THOU HOLD OF THIS BEAM BY THE ONE END AND I BY THE OTHER, AND LET US DRAW IT OUT. AND SO, IT CAME TO PASS, AND FORTHWITH JOSEPH FOUND IT SERVICEABLE FOR THAT WHICH HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED. AND HE SAID UNTO JOSEPH: BEHOLD, FASHION THAT THOU WILT. BUT JOSEPH WHEN HE SAW WHAT WAS DONE EMBRACED HIM AND SAID: BLESSED AM I FOR THAT GOD HATH GIVEN ME SUCH A SON.
12. HOW JESUS WAS DELIVERED OVER TO LEARN LETTERS
1 AND WHEN JOSEPH SAW THAT HE HAD SO GREAT GRACE AND THAT HE INCREASED IN STATURE, HE THOUGHT TO DELIVER HIM OVER TO LEARN LETTERS. AND HE DELIVERED HIM TO ANOTHER DOCTOR THAT HE SHOULD TEACH HIM. THEN SAID THAT DOCTOR UNTO JOSEPH: WHAT MANNER OF LETTERS WOULDEST THOU TEACH THIS CHILD? JOSEPH ANSWERED AND SAID: TEACH HIM FIRST THE LETTERS OF THE GENTILES AND AFTER THAT THE HEBREW. NOW THE DOCTOR KNEW THAT HE WAS OF AN EXCELLENT UNDERSTANDING, AND RECEIVED HIM GLADLY. AND WHEN HE HAD WRITTEN FOR HIM THE FIRST LINE, THAT IS TO SAY A AND B, HE TAUGHT HIM FOR THE SPACE OF SOME HOURS: BUT JESUS HELD HIS PEACE AND ANSWERED NOTHING. 2 AT THE LAST JESUS SAID UNTO THE MASTER: IF THOU BE VERILY A MASTER, AND INDEED KNOWEST THE LETTERS, TELL ME THE POWER OF A AND I WILL TELL THEE THE POWER OF B. THEN WAS THE MASTER FILLED WITH INDIGNATION AND SMOTE HIM ON THE HEAD. BUT JESUS WAS WROTH AND CURSED HIM, AND ON A SUDDEN HE FELL DOWN AND DIED. 3 BUT JESUS RETURNED UNTO HIS OWN HOME. AND JOSEPH ENJOINED MARY HIS MOTHER THAT SHE SHOULD NOT LET HIM GO OUT OF THE COURT OF THE HOUSE.
13. HOW HE WAS DELIVERED UNTO ANOTHER MASTER
1 AFTER MANY DAYS THERE CAME ANOTHER DOCTOR WHICH WAS A FRIEND OF JOSEPH AND SAID UNTO HIM: DELIVER HIM TO ME AND I WILL TEACH HIM LETTERS WITH MUCH GENTLENESS. AND JOSEPH SAID UNTO HIM: IF THOU ART ABLE, TAKE HIM AND TEACH HIM, AND IT SHALL BE DONE GLADLY. AND WHEN THE DOCTOR RECEIVED JESUS, HE WENT WITH FEAR AND GREAT †BOLDNESS† AND TOOK HIM REJOICING. 2 AND WHEN HE WAS COME UNTO THE HOUSE OF THE DOCTOR, HE FOUND A BOOK LYING IN THAT PLACE AND TOOK IT AND OPENED IT, AND READ NOT THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE WRITTEN THEREIN, BUT OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SPAKE BY THE HOLY GHOST AND TAUGHT THE [SEXLESS] LAW: AND ALL THAT STOOD BY HEARKENED ATTENTIVELY, AND THE TEACHER SAT BY HIM AND HEARD HIM GLADLY AND ENTREATED HIM TO CONTINUE TEACHING. AND MUCH PEOPLE GATHERED TOGETHER AND HEARD ALL THE HOLY DOCTRINE WHICH HE TAUGHT AND THE BELOVED WORDS WHICH PROCEEDED OUT OF HIS MOUTH, MARVELLING THAT HE BEING A LITTLE CHILD SPAKE SUCH THINGS. 3 BUT WHEN JOSEPH HEARD, HE WAS AFRAID AND RAN UNTO THE PLACE WHERE JESUS WAS; AND THE MASTER SAID UNTO JOSEPH: KNOW, MY BROTHER, THAT I RECEIVED THY CHILD TO TEACH HIM AND INSTRUCT HIM, BUT HE IS FILLED WITH GREAT GRACE AND WISDOM. THEREFORE, BEHOLD NOW, TAKE HIM UNTO THY HOUSE WITH JOY, BECAUSE THE GRACE WHICH HE HATH IS GIVEN HIM OF THE LORD. 4 AND WHEN JESUS HEARD THE MASTER SPEAK THUS, HE WAS JOYFUL AND SAID: LO, NOW THOU HAST WELL SAID, O MASTER: FOR THY SAKE SHALL HE RISE AGAIN WHO WAS DEAD. AND JOSEPH TOOK HIM UNTO HIS OWN HOME.
14. HOW JESUS MADE JAMES WHOLE OF THE BITE OF A SERPENT
NOW JOSEPH SENT JAMES TO GATHER STRAW, AND JESUS FOLLOWED AFTER HIM. AND AS JAMES GATHERED STRAW, A VIPER BIT HIM AND HE FELL TO THE EARTH AS DEAD BY MEANS OF THE VENOM. BUT WHEN JESUS SAW THAT, HE BREATHED UPON HIS WOUND AND FORTHWITH JAMES WAS MADE WHOLE, AND THE VIPER DIED.
15. HOW JESUS RAISED UP A BOY
AFTER A FEW DAYS A CHILD THAT WAS HIS NEIGHBOUR DIED, AND HIS MOTHER MOURNED FOR HIM SORE; AND WHEN JESUS HEARD, HE WENT AND STOOD OVER THE CHILD, AND SMOTE HIM ON THE BREAST AND SAID: CHILD, I SAY UNTO THEE, DIE NOT, BUT LIVE. AND IMMEDIATELY THE CHILD AROSE: AND JESUS SAID UNTO THE MOTHER OF THE CHILD: TAKE UP THY SON AND GIVE HIM SUCK, AND REMEMBER ME. 2 BUT THE MULTITUDES WHEN THEY SAW THAT MIRACLE SAID: OF A TRUTH THIS CHILD IS FROM HEAVEN; FOR NOW, HATH HE SET FREE MANY SOULS FROM DEATH AND HATH SAVED ALL THEM THAT HOPED IN HIM. [A GAP IN ALL THE LATIN MSS. FILLED BY THE GREEK TEXT A, CAP. 19, 1–3 JESUS AND THE DOCTORS IN THE TEMPLE]. 3 THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES SAID UNTO MARY: ART THOU THE MOTHER OF THIS CHILD? AND MARY SAID: OF A TRUTH I AM. AND THEY SAID UNTO HER: BLESSED ART THOU AMONG WOMEN, BECAUSE GOD HATH BLESSED THE FRUIT OF THY WOMB IN THAT HE HATH GIVEN THEE A CHILD SO GLORIOUS: FOR SO GREAT GIFTS OF WISDOM WE HAVE NEVER SEEN NOR HEARD IN ANY. 4 AND JESUS AROSE AND FOLLOWED HIS MOTHER. BUT MARY KEPT IN HER HEART ALL THE GREAT SIGNS WHICH JESUS WROUGHT AMONG THE PEOPLE, IN HEALING MANY THAT WERE SICK. AND JESUS INCREASED IN STATURE AND WISDOM, AND ALL THAT SAW HIM GLORIFIED GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ALMIGHTY: WHO IS BLESSED FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN. ALL THESE THINGS HAVE I, THOMAS THE ISRAELITE (ISMAELITE), WRITTEN AND RECORDED FOR THE GENTILES AND FOR OUR BRETHREN, AND LIKEWISE MANY OTHER THINGS WHICH JESUS DID, WHICH WAS BORN IN THE LAND OF JUDA. BEHOLD, THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL HATH SEEN ALL THESE FROM THE FIRST EVEN UNTO THE LAST, EVEN HOW GREAT SIGNS AND WONDERS JESUS DID AMONG THEM, WHICH WERE GOOD EXCEEDINGLY. AND THIS IS HE WHICH SHALL JUDGE THE WORLD ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF HIS FATHER [STEPHEN], IMMORTAL AND INVISIBLE, AS THE HOLY SCRIPTURE DECLARETH AND AS THE PROPHETS HAVE TESTIFIED OF HIS WORKS AMONG ALL THE PEOPLES OF ISRAEL: FOR HE IS THE SON OF GOD THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD. AND UNTO HIM BELONGETH ALL GLORY AND HONOUR EVERLASTINGLY, WHO LIVETH AND REIGNETH GOD, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN.
APPENDIX I
FROM THE PISTIS SOPHIA
THE GNOSTIC BOOK CALLED PISTIS SOPHIA CONTAINS A CHARACTERISTIC ACCOUNT OF AN INCIDENT OF THE INFANCY. IT MAY BE COMPARED WITH THE HYMN OF THE SOUL IN THE ACTS OF THOMAS. THE BOOK IN WHICH IT OCCURS IS OF THE THIRD CENTURY.
MARY ANSWERED AND SAID: …THY POWER PROPHESIED THROUGH DAVID: GRACE AND TRUTH, ARE MET TOGETHER, RIGHTEOUSNESS AND PEACE HAVE KISSED EACH OTHER. TRUTH HATH FLOURISHED OUT OF THE EARTH, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS HATH LOOKED DOWN FROM HEAVEN. THUS, DID THY POWER PROPHESY ONCE CONCERNING THEE. WHEN THOU WAST LITTLE, BEFORE THE SPIRIT CAME UPON THEE, THE SPIRIT CAME FROM THE HEIGHT WHILST THOU WAST IN A VINEYARD WITH JOSEPH, AND CAME UNTO ME IN MINE HOUSE IN THY LIKENESS, AND I KNEW IT NOT, AND I THOUGHT THAT IT WAS THOU. AND THE SPIRIT SAID UNTO ME: WHERE IS JESUS MY BROTHER, THAT I MAY MEET WITH HIM? AND WHEN IT SPAKE THUS UNTO ME, I WAS IN PERPLEXITY, AND THOUGHT THAT IT WAS A PHANTOM COME TO TEMPT ME. I TOOK IT THEREFORE AND BOUND IT TO THE FOOT OF THE BED THAT WAS IN MINE HOUSE, UNTIL I SHOULD GO FORTH UNTO THEE AND JOSEPH IN THE FIELD AND FIND YOU IN THE VINEYARD, WHERE JOSEPH WAS STAKING THE VINEYARD. IT CAME TO PASS THEN, THAT WHEN THOU HEARDEST ME TELL THE MATTER UNTO JOSEPH, THOU UNDERSTOODEST THE MATTER, AND DIDST REJOICE, AND SAY: WHERE IS HE, THAT I MAY BEHOLD HIM? OTHERWISE I WILL TARRY FOR HIM IN THIS PLACE. AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN JOSEPH HEARD THEE SPEAK THESE WORDS, HE WAS TROUBLED: AND WE WENT TOGETHER AND ENTERED INTO THE HOUSE AND FOUND THE SPIRIT BOUND TO THE BED. AND WE LOOKED UPON THEE AND UPON IT, AND FOUND THAT THOU WERT LIKE UNTO HIM: AND HE THAT WAS BOUND TO THE BED WAS LOOSED, AND EMBRACED THEE AND KISSED THEE, AND THOU ALSO KISSEDST HIM, AND YE BECAME ONE. MARY GOES ON TO EXPOUND THE APPLICATION OF THE PASSAGE SHE HAD QUOTED FROM THE PSALM.
APPENDIX II
MIRACLE OF THE DYER
IN A PARIS MANUSCRIPT (GR. 239) OF THE GOSPEL OF THOMAS A FRAGMENT OF THIS STORY IS CONTAINED IN GREEK. IT OCCURS IN NO OTHER GREEK OR LATIN MANUSCRIPT OF THOMAS. BUT IN THE MILAN AMBROSIAN MS. L. 58 SUP., EDITED IN FACSIMILE BY CERIANI FOR GIBSON CRAIG (1873, CANONICAL HISTORIES AND APOCRYPHAL LEGENDS), IT OCCURS IN LATIN, BEING THE FIRST MIRACLE AFTER THE RETURN FROM EGYPT. IT IS ALSO TOLD IN THE ARABIC GOSPEL, CH. 38, AND, AT GREAT LENGTH, IN THE ARMENIAN. THILO QUOTES A MOHAMMEDAN VERSION, AND SHOWS THAT THE TALE WAS CURRENT IN PERSIA. THERE SEEMS LITTLE DOUBT THAT IT STOOD IN THE COMPLETER TEXTS OF THE GOSPEL OF THOMAS. IT IS FOUND IN THE MEDIAEVAL FRENCH AND ENGLISH HISTORIES OF THE INFANCY, AND DOUBTLESS IN OTHER VERNACULAR VERSIONS. I GIVE A RENDERING FROM THE MILAN MS. IT CAME TO PASS ON A DAY THAT THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY WENT UNTO THE HOUSE OF A CERTAIN NEIGHBOUR OF HERS WHICH WAS OF THE CRAFT OF A DYER. AND THE CHILD JESUS, HER GLORIOUS SON, FOLLOWED HER AS IS THE WONT OF BOYS TO FOLLOW THEIR MOTHERS. NOW WHILE THE VIRGIN MARY SPAKE WITH THE MAN UNTO WHOM SHE HAD COME, THE CHILD JESUS WENT UNTO THE PLACE WHEREIN THAT MAN WAS WONT TO PRACTISE HIS TRADE, AND FOUND THERE, DIVERS VESSELS CONTAINING SEVERAL DYES; AND LIKEWISE HE FOUND DIVERS CLOTHS BELONGING TO MANY MEN, WHICH THOSE MEN HAD GIVEN TO BE DYED. ALL THE WHICH CLOTHS THE CHILD TOOK AND WRAPPED THEM TOGETHER AND SUNK ALL OF THEM IN A VESSEL WHEREIN WAS ONLY A BLACK DYE. NOW WHEN THIS THING WHICH HE HAD DONE CAME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THAT MAN, HE BEGAN TO BE SORE VEXED AND TO COMPLAIN GREATLY AGAINST THE MOTHER OF JESUS. AND HE SAID TO HIS MOTHER: ALAS! BEHOLD WHAT THY SON HATH DONE: HE HATH BROUGHT ALL MY LABOUR TO NOUGHT. BUT KNOW THOU THIS FOR CERTAIN, THAT THE CHILD SHALL NOT BE LET GO BY ME TILL THE DAMAGE THAT HE HATH DONE BE MADE GOOD. BUT THE MOTHER OF JESUS WHEN SHE HEARD THESE THINGS FROM THE MAN BEGAN TO SAY UNTO HER SON: MY BELOVED SON, WHAT HAST THOU DONE? WHEREFORE HAST THOU DONE THIS? FOR I HOPED THAT I SHOULD HAVE GREAT JOY OF THEE: FOR I KNOW HOW I HAD THEE (= RECEIVED THEE?). BUT THOU, WHEREAS THOU OUGHTEST TO MAKE ME GLAD IN ALL THINGS, AS THOU HAST DONE ALWAY, NOW CONTRARIWISE MAKEST ME SAD. THE CHILD JESUS ANSWERED HIS MOTHER <AND SAID: WHEREIN HAVE I GRIEVED THEE?>. THE BLESSED VIRGIN SAID UNTO HIM: SEE, THOU HAST DESTROYED ALL THE LABOUR OF THIS MAN. BUT JESUS SAID UNTO HER: HOW HAVE I DESTROYED IT? HIS MOTHER ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM: BECAUSE, WHEREAS HE HAD THE CLOTHS FROM MANY MEN TO GIVE TO EACH ONE OF THEIR CLOTHS A SEVERAL DYE, THOU HAST MADE OF ALL OF THEM A DYE OF ONE COLOUR. NOW, THEREFORE, I MUST AMEND THAT WHICH THOU HAST DONE. BUT THE BEAUTIFUL CHILD JESUS WHEN HE HEARD THAT CAME NEAR TO THE VESSEL WHEREIN, HE HAD CAST THE CLOTHS, AND ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MASTER HE DREW THEREOUT EVERY CLOTH DYED OF A SEVERAL COLOUR AND GAVE THEM UNTO THE MAN. AND WHEN THAT MAN SAW IT, TOGETHER WITH THE MOTHER OF THE LORD, HE GLORIFIED THE CHILD, AND THEY HAD HIM IN GREAT ADMIRATION. BUT THE VIRGIN, THE MOTHER OF THE LORD, EMBRACED HER SON IN HER ARMS AND KISSED HIM, AND SO BEING FILLED WITH GREAT JOY RETURNED TO HER HOUSE WITH CHRIST HER SON.
MIRACLE OF THE CHILDREN IN THE OVEN
THIS DOES NOT OCCUR IN KNOWN GREEK OR LATIN TEXTS, BUT IS IN THE ARABIC GOSPEL (CH. 40), THE SYRIAC HISTORY (BUDGE), AND ALSO IN THE FRENCH AND ENGLISH MEDIAEVAL VERSIONS (IN WHICH THE CHILDREN ARE CHANGED INTO PIGS). MOST PROBABLY THE OCCURRENCE IN BOTH EAST AND WEST MEANS THAT THE STORY FORMED PART OF THE TEXT THAT LIES BEHIND ALL THE VERSIONS. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT JESUS WENT OUT ONE DAY AND SAW A COMPANY OF CHILDREN PLAYING TOGETHER, AND HE WENT AFTER THEM, BUT THEY FLED BEFORE HIM AND WENT INTO A FURNACE (AL. CELLAR). AND JESUS CAME AFTER THEM AND STOOD BY THE DOOR AND SAID UNTO THE WOMEN WHO WERE SITTING THERE: WHERE ARE THE CHILDREN WHO CAME IN HERE BEFORE ME? AND THE WOMEN SAID UNTO JESUS: NO CHILDREN CAME HERE. THEN JESUS SAID UNTO THEM: THEN WHAT ARE THE BEINGS THAT ARE INSIDE THE HOUSE? AND THE WOMEN SAID UNTO HIM: THEY ARE GOATS. AND JESUS SAID UNTO THEM: LET THE GOATS WHICH ARE IN THE FURNACE GO OUT TO THEIR SHEPHERDS. AND THERE CAME FORTH FROM THE FURNACE GOATS WHICH LEAPED ROUND ABOUT JESUS AND SKIPPED JOYFULLY. AND WHEN THE WOMEN HAD SEEN WHAT HAD TAKEN PLACE, THEY WONDERED, AND GREAT FEAR LAID HOLD UPON THEM. THEN THE WOMEN ROSE UP AND DID HOMAGE UNTO JESUS, AND THEY MADE SUPPLICATION UNTO HIM, SAYING: O JESUS, THOU SON OF MARY, THOU GOOD SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL, HAVE COMPASSION UPON THINE HANDMAIDENS; FOR THOU DIDST COME TO HEAL AND NOT TO DESTROY. AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM: VERILY THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL ARE LIKE UNTO THE BLACK FOLK AMONG THE NATIVES, FOR THE BLACK ONES SEIZE THE OUTER SIDE OF THE FLOCK AND HARASS THEIR SHEPHERD: EVEN THUS ARE THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. THEN THE WOMEN SAID UNTO HIM: THY DISCIPLES COULD NEVER HIDE THEMSELVES AWAY FROM THEE, AND THEY COULD NEVER HARASS THEE, FOR THEY PERFORM THY WILL AND THEY FULFIL THY COMMANDMENTS. [ARAB. LORD, THOU KNOWEST ALL THINGS AND NOTHING IS, HID FROM THEE. NOW WE PRAY THEE AND ASK OF THY GOODNESS THAT THOU WOULDEST RESTORE UNTO THESE CHILDREN THY SERVANTS THEIR FORMER STATE.] AND JESUS GAVE THE WORD OF COMMAND AND SAID UNTO THE GOATS: COME, O YE CHILDREN, MY PLAYFELLOWS, AND LET US PLAY TOGETHER. AND STRAIGHTWAY WHILST THESE WOMEN WERE LOOKING ON, THEY WERE CHANGED FROM THE SIMILITUDE OF GOATS AND BECAME CHILDREN AGAIN. AND THEY WENT AFTER JESUS. AND FROM THAT DAY THE CHILDREN WERE NOT ABLE TO FLEE FROM JESUS; AND THEIR PARENTS ADMONISHED THEM SAYING: SEE THAT YE DO EVERYTHING THAT JESUS THE SON OF MARY COMMANDETH YOU TO DO. IN SOME VERSIONS THE FATHER, RETURNING AND FINDING THE TOWER EMPTY IS STRUCK BLIND. THE NAMES IN THE ENGLISH VERSION, JOSEPH AND BRAUDYN, ARE PROBABLY THE VERSIFIER’S INVENTION. BOTH THE INFANCIES PRINTED BY HORSTMANN CONTAIN MANY SUCH NAMES, WHICH DO NOT OCCUR ELSEWHERE. OTHER MIRACLES WHICH FIND A PLACE IN THE VERNACULAR VERSIONS OR IN THE VITA RHYTHMICA ARE: JESUS SLIDES ON A SUNBEAM, AND OTHER BOYS ATTEMPTING THIS FALL AND ARE HURT, AND CURED; HE HANGS HIS PITCHER ON A SUNBEAM, OTHER BOYS’ PITCHERS ARE (SIMILARLY) BROKEN AND MENDED; HE BRINGS BITTER HERBS TO MARY AND SWEETENS THEM BY PUTTING FLOUR IN THE POT; A LION CARRIES OFF A SHEPHERD’S BOY AND IS MADE TO BRING HIM BACK; HE FINDS A HUNTER KILLED BY A SNAKE AND RAISES HIM; HE CURES ONE WHO HAD SWALLOWED A VIPER IN HIS SLEEP & THE BOY IN THE TOWER.
THE APOCRYPHAL ACTS OF THE APOSTLES & THE ACTS OF JOHN
THE ACTS OF JOHN
18 NOW JOHN WAS HASTENING TO EPHESUS, MOVED THERETO BY A VISION. DAMONICUS THEREFORE, AND ARISTODEMUS HIS KINSMAN, AND A CERTAIN VERY RICH MAN CLEOBIUS, AND THE WIFE OF MARCELLUS, HARDLY PREVAILED TO KEEP HIM FOR ONE DAY IN MILETUS, REPOSING THEMSELVES WITH HIM. AND WHEN VERY EARLY IN THE MORNING THEY HAD SET FORTH, AND ALREADY ABOUT FOUR MILES OF THE JOURNEY WERE ACCOMPLISHED, A VOICE CAME FROM HEAVEN IN THE HEARING OF ALL OF US, SAYING: JOHN, THOU ART ABOUT TO GIVE GLORY TO THY LORD IN EPHESUS, WHEREOF THOU SHALT KNOW, THOU AND ALL THE BRETHREN THAT ARE WITH THEE, AND CERTAIN OF THEM THAT ARE THERE, WHICH SHALL BELIEVE BY THY MEANS. JOHN THEREFORE PONDERED, REJOICING IN HIMSELF, WHAT IT SHOULD BE THAT SHOULD BEFALL (MEET) HIM AT EPHESUS, AND SAID: LORD, BEHOLD I GO ACCORDING TO THY WILL: LET THAT BE DONE WHICH THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST. 
19 AND AS WE DREW NEAR TO THE CITY, LYCOMEDES THE PRAETOR OF THE EPHESIANS, A MAN OF LARGE SUBSTANCE, MET US, AND FALLING AT JOHN'S FEET BESOUGHT HIM, SAYING: IS THY NAME JOHN? THE GOD WHOM THOU PREACHEST HATH SENT THEE TO DO GOOD UNTO MY WIFE, WHO HATH BEEN SMITTEN WITH PALSY NOW THESE SEVEN DAYS AND LIETH INCURABLE. BUT GLORIFY THOU THY GOD BY HEALING HER, AND HAVE COMPASSION ON US. FOR AS I WAS CONSIDERING WITH MYSELF WHAT RESOLVE TO TAKE IN THIS MATTER, ONE STOOD BY ME AND SAID: LYCOMEDES, CEASE FROM THIS THOUGHT WHICH WARRETH AGAINST THEE, FOR IT IS EVIL (HARD): SUBMIT NOT THYSELF UNTO IT. FOR I HAVE COMPASSION UPON MINE HANDMAID CLEOPATRA, AND HAVE SENT FROM MILETUS A MAN NAMED JOHN WHO SHALL RAISE HER UP AND RESTORE HER TO THEE WHOLE. TARRY NOT, THEREFORE, THOU SERVANT OF THE GOD WHO HATH MANIFESTED HIMSELF UNTO ME, BUT HASTEN UNTO MY WIFE WHO HATH NO MORE THAN BREATH. AND STRAIGHTWAY JOHN WENT FROM THE GATE, WITH THE BRETHREN THAT WERE WITH HIM AND LYCOMEDES, UNTO HIS HOUSE. BUT CLEOBIUS SAID TO HIS YOUNG MEN: GO YE TO MY KINSMAN CALLIPPUS AND RECEIVE OF HIM COMFORTABLE ENTERTAINMENT -FOR I AM COME HITHER WITH HIS SON- THAT WE MAY FIND ALL THINGS DECENT. 
20 NOW WHEN LYCOMEDES CAME WITH JOHN INTO THE HOUSE WHEREIN HIS WIFE LAY, HE CAUGHT HOLD AGAIN OF HIS FEET AND SAID: SEE, LORD, THE WITHERING OF THE BEAUTY, SEE THE YOUTH, SEE THE RENOWNED FLOWER OF MY POOR WIFE, WHEREAT ALL EPHESUS WAS WONT TO MARVEL: WRETCHED ME, I HAVE SUFFERED ENVY, I HAVE BEEN HUMBLED, THE EYE OF MINE ENEMIES HATH SMITTEN ME: I HAVE NEVER WRONGED ANY, THOUGH I MIGHT HAVE INJURED MANY, FOR I LOOKED BEFORE TO THIS VERY THING, AND TOOK CARE, LEST I SHOULD SEE ANY EVIL OR ANY SUCH ILL FORTUNE AS THIS. WHAT PROFIT, THEN, HATH CLEOPATRA FROM MY ANXIETY? WHAT HAVE I GAINED BY BEING KNOWN FOR A PIOUS MAN UNTIL THIS DAY? NAY, I SUFFER MORE THAN THE IMPIOUS, IN THAT I SEE THEE, CLEOPATRA, LYING IN SUCH PLIGHT. THE SUN IN HIS COURSE SHALL NO MORE SEE ME CONVERSING WITH THEE: I WILL GO BEFORE THEE, CLEOPATRA, AND RID MYSELF OF LIFE: I WILL NOT SPARE MINE OWN SAFETY THOUGH IT BE YET YOUNG. I WILL DEFEND MYSELF BEFORE JUSTICE, THAT I HAVE RIGHTLY DESERTED, FOR I MAY INDICT HER AS JUDGING UNRIGHTEOUSLY. I WILL BE AVENGED ON HER WHEN I COME BEFORE HER AS A GHOST [BEREFT] OF LIFE. I WILL SAY TO HER: THOU DIDST FORCE ME TO LEAVE THE LIGHT WHEN THOU DIDST ROB ME OF CLEOPATRA: THOU DIDST CAUSE ME TO BECOME A CORPSE WHEN THOU SENTEST ME THIS ILL FORTUNE: THOU DIDST COMPEL ME TO INSULT PROVIDENCE, BY CUTTING OFF MY JOY IN LIFE (MY CON- FIDENCE). 
21 AND WITH YET MORE WORDS LYCOMEDES ADDRESSING CLEOPATRA CAME NEAR TO THE BED AND CRIED ALOUD AND LAMENTED: BUT JOHN PULLED HIM AWAY, AND SAID: CEASE FROM THESE LAMENTATIONS AND FROM THINE UNFITTING WORDS: THOU MUST NOT DISOBEY HIM THAT (?) APPEARED UNTO THEE: FOR KNOW THAT THOU SHALT RECEIVE THY CONSORT AGAIN. STAND, THEREFORE, WITH US THAT HAVE COME HITHER ON HER ACCOUNT AND PRAY TO THE GOD WHOM THOU SAWEST MANIFESTING HIMSELF UNTO THEE IN DREAMS. WHAT, THEN, IS IT, LYCOMEDES? AWAKE, THOU ALSO, AND OPEN THY SOUL. CAST OFF THE HEAVY SLEEP FROM THEE: BESEECH THE LORD, ENTREAT HIM FOR THY WIFE, AND HE WILL RAISE HER UP. BUT HE FELL UPON THE FLOOR AND LAMENTED, FAINTING. [IT IS EVIDENT FROM WHAT FOLLOWS THAT LYCOMEDES DIED: BUT THE TEXT DOES NOT SAY SO; SOME WORDS MAY HAVE FALLEN OUT.] JOHN THEREFORE SAID WITH TEARS: ALAS FOR THE FRESH (NEW) BETRAYING OF MY VISION! FOR THE NEW [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION THAT IS PREPARED FOR ME! FOR THE NEW DEVICE OF HIM THAT CONTRIVETH AGAINST ME! THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN THAT WAS BORNE UNTO ME IN THE WAY, HATH IT DEVISED THIS FOR ME? WAS IT THIS THAT IT FORESHOWED ME SHOULD COME TO PASS HERE, BETRAYING ME TO THIS GREAT MULTITUDE OF THE CITIZENS BECAUSE OF LYCOMEDES? THE MAN LIETH WITHOUT BREATH, AND I KNOW WELL THAT THEY WILL NOT SUFFER ME TO GO OUT OF THE HOUSE ALIVE. WHY TARRIEST THOU, LORD (OR, WHAT WILT THOU DO)? WHY HAST THOU SHUT OFF FROM US THY GOOD PROMISE? DO NOT, I BESEECH THEE, LORD, DO NOT GIVE HIM CAUSE TO EXULT WHO REJOICETH IN THE SUFFERING OF OTHERS; GIVE HIM NOT CAUSE TO DANCE WHO ALWAYS DERIDETH US; BUT LET THY HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND THY MERCY MAKE HASTE. RAISE UP THESE TWO DEAD WHOSE DEATH IS AGAINST ME. 
22 AND EVEN AS JOHN THUS CRIED OUT, THE CITY OF THE EPHESIANS RAN TOGETHER TO THE HOUSE OF LYCOMEDES, HEARING THAT HE WAS DEAD. AND JOHN, BEHOLDING THE GREAT MULTITUDE THAT WAS COME, SAID UNTO THE LORD: NOW IS THE TIME OF REFRESHMENT AND OF CONFIDENCE TOWARD THEE, O CHRIST; NOW IS THE TIME FOR US WHO ARE SICK TO HAVE THE HELP THAT IS OF THEE, O PHYSICIAN WHO HEALEST FREELY; KEEP THOU MINE ENTERING IN HITHER SAFE FROM DERISION. I BESEECH THEE, JESU [S], SUCCOUR THIS GREAT MULTITUDE THAT IT MAY COME TO THEE WHO ART LORD OF ALL THINGS: BEHOLD THE AFFLICTION, BEHOLD THEM THAT LIE HERE. DO THOU PREPARE, EVEN FROM THEM THAT ARE ASSEMBLED FOR THAT END, HOLY VESSELS FOR THY SERVICE, WHEN THEY BEHOLD THY GIFT. FOR THYSELF HAST SAID, O CHRIST, 'ASK, AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN YOU'. WE ASK THEREFORE OF THEE, O KING, NOT GOLD, NOT SILVER, NOT SUBSTANCE, NOT POSSESSIONS, NOR AUGHT OF WHAT IS ON EARTH AND PERISHETH, BUT TWO SOULS, BY WHOM THOU SHALT CONVERT THEM THAT ARE HERE UNTO THY WAY, UNTO THY TEACHING, UNTO THY LIBERTY (CONFIDENCE), UNTO THY MOST EXCELLENT (OR UNFAILING) PROMISE: FOR WHEN THEY PERCEIVE THY POWER IN THAT THOSE THAT HAVE DIED ARE RAISED, THEY WILL BE SAVED, SOME OF THEM. DO THOU THYSELF, THEREFORE, GIVE THEM HOPE IN THEE: AND SO, GO I UNTO CLEOPATRA AND SAY: ARISE IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 
23 AND HE CAME TO HER AND TOUCHED HER FACE AND SAID: CLEOPATRA, HE SAITH, WHOM EVERY RULER FEARETH, AND EVERY CREATURE AND EVERY POWER, THE ABYSS AND ALL DARKNESS, AND UNSMILING DEATH, AND THE HEIGHT OF HEAVEN, AND THE CIRCLES OF HELL [AND THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, AND THE SIGHT OF THE BLIND], AND THE WHOLE POWER OF THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD, AND THE PRIDE OF THE RULER: ARISE, AND BE NOT AN OCCASION UNTO MANY THAT [SEXUALLY] DESIRE NOT TO BELIEVE, OR AN AFFLICTION UNTO SOULS THAT ARE ABLE TO HOPE AND TO BE SAVED. AND CLEOPATRA STRAIGHTWAY CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE: I ARISE, MASTER: SAVE THOU THINE HANDMAID. NOW WHEN SHE HAD ARISEN [WHO FOR INCURABLE LAIN HAD] SEVEN DAYS, THE CITY OF THE EPHESIANS WAS MOVED AT THE UNLOOKED -FOR SIGHT. AND CLEOPATRA ASKED CONCERNING HER HUSBAND LYCOMEDES, BUT JOHN SAID TO HER: CLEOPATRA, IF THOU KEEP THY SOUL UNMOVED AND STEADFAST, THOU SHALT FORTHWITH HAVE LYCOMEDES THINE HUSBAND STANDING HERE BESIDE THEE, IF AT LEAST THOU BE NOT DISTURBED NOR MOVED AT THAT WHICH HATH BEFALLEN, HAVING BELIEVED ON MY GOD, WHO BY MY MEANS SHALL GRANT HIM UNTO THEE ALIVE. COME THEREFORE WITH ME INTO THINE OTHER BEDCHAMBER, AND THOU SHALT BEHOLD HIM, A DEAD CORPSE INDEED, BUT RAISED AGAIN BY THE POWER OF MY GOD. 
24 AND CLEOPATRA GOING WITH JOHN INTO HER BEDCHAMBER, AND SEEING LYCOMEDES DEAD FOR HER SAKE, HAD NO POWER TO SPEAK (SUFFERED IN HER VOICE), AND GROUND HER TEETH AND BIT HER TONGUE, AND CLOSED HER EYES, RAINING DOWN TEARS: AND WITH CALMNESS GAVE HEED TO THE APOSTLE. BUT JOHN HAD COMPASSION ON CLEOPATRA WHEN HE SAW THAT SHE NEITHER RAGED NOR WAS BESIDE HERSELF, AND CALLED UPON THE PERFECT AND CONDESCENDING MERCY, SAYING: LORD JESUS CHRIST, THOU SEEST THE PRESSURE OF SORROW, THOU SEEST THE NEED; THOU SEEST CLEOPATRA SHRIEKING HER SOUL OUT IN SILENCE, FOR SHE CONSTRAINETH WITHIN HER THE FRENZY THAT CANNOT BE BORNE; AND I KNOW THAT FOR LYCOMEDES' SAKE SHE ALSO WILL DIE UPON HIS BODY. AND SHE SAID QUIETLY TO JOHN: THAT HAVE I IN MIND, MASTER, AND NOUGHT ELSE. AND THE APOSTLE WENT TO THE COUCH WHEREON LYCOMEDES LAY, AND TAKING CLEOPATRA'S HAND HE SAID: CLEOPATRA, BECAUSE OF THE MULTITUDE THAT IS PRESENT, AND THY KINSFOLK THAT HAVE COME IN, WITH STRONG CRYING, SAY THOU TO THINE HUSBAND: ARISE AND GLORIFY THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], FOR HE GIVETH BACK THE DEAD TO THE DEAD. AND SHE WENT TO HER HUSBAND AND SAID TO HIM ACCORDING AS SHE WAS TAUGHT, AND FORTHWITH RAISED HIM UP. AND HE, WHEN HE AROSE, FELL ON THE FLOOR AND KISSED JOHN'S FEET, BUT HE RAISED HIM, SAYING: O MAN, KISS NOT MY FEET BUT THE FEET OF GOD BY WHOSE POWER YE ARE BOTH ARISEN. 
25 BUT LYCOMEDES SAID TO JOHN: I ENTREAT AND ADJURE THEE BY THE GOD IN WHOSE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THOU HAST RAISED US, TO ABIDE WITH US, TOGETHER WITH ALL THEM THAT ARE WITH THEE. LIKEWISE, CLEOPATRA ALSO CAUGHT HIS FEET AND SAID THE SAME. AND JOHN SAID TO THEM: FOR TOMORROW I WILL BE WITH YOU. AND THEY SAID TO HIM AGAIN: WE SHALL HAVE NO HOPE IN THY GOD, BUT SHALL HAVE BEEN RAISED TO NO PURPOSE, IF THOU ABIDE NOT WITH US. AND CLEOBIUS WITH ARISTODEMUS AND DAMONICUS WERE TOUCHED IN THE SOUL AND SAID TO JOHN: LET US ABIDE WITH THEM, THAT THEY CONTINUE WITHOUT OFFENCE TOWARDS THE LORD. SO, HE CONTINUED THERE WITH THE BRETHREN. 
26 THERE CAME TOGETHER THEREFORE A GATHERING OF A GREAT MULTITUDE ON JOHN'S ACCOUNT; AND AS HE DISCOURSED TO THEM THAT WERE THERE, LYCOMEDES, WHO HAD A FRIEND WHO WAS A SKILFUL PAINTER, WENT HASTILY TO HIM AND SAID TO HIM: YOU SEE ME IN A GREAT HURRY TO COME TO YOU: COME QUICKLY TO MY HOUSE AND PAINT THE MAN WHOM I SHOW YOU WITHOUT HIS KNOWING IT. AND THE PAINTER, GIVING SOME ONE THE NECESSARY IMPLEMENTS AND COLOURS, SAID TO LYCOMEDES: SHOW HIM TO ME, AND FOR THE REST HAVE NO ANXIETY. AND LYCOMEDES POINTED OUT JOHN TO THE PAINTER, AND BROUGHT HIM NEAR HIM, AND SHUT HIM UP IN A ROOM FROM WHICH THE APOSTLE OF CHRIST COULD BE SEEN. AND LYCOMEDES WAS WITH THE BLESSED MAN, FEASTING ON THE FAITH AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF OUR GOD, AND REJOICED YET MORE IN THE THOUGHT THAT HE SHOULD POSSESS HIM IN A PORTRAIT. 
27 THE PAINTER, THEN, ON THE FIRST DAY MADE AN OUTLINE OF HIM AND WENT AWAY. AND ON THE NEXT HE PAINTED HIM IN WITH HIS COLOURS, AND SO DELIVERED THE PORTRAIT TO LYCOMEDES TO HIS GREAT JOY. AND LIE TOOK IT AND SET IT UP IN HIS OWN BEDCHAMBER AND HUNG IT WITH GARLANDS: SO THAT LATER JOHN, WHEN HE PERCEIVED IT, SAID TO HIM: MY BELOVED CHILD, WHAT IS IT THAT THOU ALWAYS DOEST WHEN THOU COMEST IN FROM THE BATH INTO THY BEDCHAMBER ALONE? DO NOT I PRAY WITH THEE AND THE REST OF THE BRETHREN? OR IS THERE SOMETHING THOU ART HIDING FROM US? AND AS HE SAID THIS AND TALKED JESTINGLY WITH HIM, HE WENT INTO THE BEDCHAMBER, AND SAW THE PORTRAIT OF AN OLD MAN CROWNED WITH GARLANDS, AND LAMPS AND ALTARS SET BEFORE IT. AND HE CALLED HIM AND SAID: LYCOMEDES, WHAT MEANEST THOU BY THIS MATTER OF THE PORTRAIT? CAN IT BE ONE OF THY GODS THAT IS PAINTED HERE? FOR I SEE THAT THOU ART STILL LIVING IN HEATHEN FASHION. AND LYCOMEDES ANSWERED HIM: MY ONLY GOD IS HE WHO RAISED ME UP FROM DEATH WITH MY WIFE: BUT IF, NEXT TO THAT GOD, IT BE RIGHT THAT THE MEN WHO HAVE BENEFITED US SHOULD BE CALLED GODS -IT IS THOU, FATHER [STEPHEN], WHOM I HAVE HAD PAINTED IN THAT PORTRAIT, WHOM I CROWN AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE AND REVERENCE AS HAVING BECOME MY GOOD GUIDE. 
28 AND JOHN WHO HAD NEVER AT ANY TIME SEEN HIS OWN FACE SAID TO HIM: THOU MOCKEST ME, CHILD: AM I LIKE THAT IN FORM, [EXCELLING] THY LORD? HOW CANST THOU PERSUADE ME THAT THE PORTRAIT IS LIKE ME? AND LYCOMEDES BROUGHT HIM A MIRROR. AND WHEN HE HAD SEEN HIMSELF IN THE MIRROR AND LOOKED EARNESTLY AT THE PORTRAIT, HE SAID: AS THE LORD JESUS CHRIST LIVETH, THE PORTRAIT IS LIKE ME: YET NOT LIKE ME, CHILD, BUT LIKE MY FLESHLY IMAGE; FOR IF THIS PAINTER, WHO HATH IMITATED THIS MY FACE, [SEXUALLY] DESIRETH TO DRAW ME IN A PORTRAIT, HE WILL BE AT A LOSS, [NEEDING MORE THAN] THE COLOURS THAT ARE NOW GIVEN TO THEE, AND BOARDS AND PLASTER (?) AND GLUE (?), AND THE POSITION OF MY SHAPE, AND OLD AGE AND YOUTH AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE SEEN WITH THE EYE. 
29 BUT DO THOU BECOME FOR ME A GOOD PAINTER, LYCOMEDES. THOU HAST COLOURS WHICH HE GIVETH THEE THROUGH ME, WHO PAINTETH ALL OF US FOR HIMSELF, EVEN JESUS, WHO KNOWETH THE SHAPES AND APPEARANCES AND POSTURES AND DISPOSITIONS AND TYPES OF OUR SOULS. AND THE COLOURS WHEREWITH I BID THEE PAINT ARE THESE: FAITH IN GOD, KNOWLEDGE, GODLY FEAR, FRIENDSHIP, COMMUNION, MEEKNESS, KINDNESS, BROTHERLY [SEXLESS] LOVE, PURITY, SIMPLICITY, TRANQUILITY, FEARLESSNESS, GRIEFIESSNESS, SOBRIETY, AND THE WHOLE BAND OF COLOURS THAT PAINTETH THE LIKENESS OF THY SOUL, AND EVEN NOW RAISETH UP THY MEMBERS THAT WERE CAST DOWN, AND LEVELED THEM THAT WERE LIFTED UP, AND TENDETH THY BRUISES, AND HEALETH THY WOUNDS, AND ORDERETH THINE HAIR THAT WAS DISARRANGED, AND WASHETH THY FACE, AND CHASTENETH THINE EYES, AND PURGETH THY BOWELS, AND EMPTIETH THY BELLY, AND CUTTETH OFF THAT WHICH IS BENEATH IT; AND IN A WORD, WHEN THE WHOLE COMPANY AND MINGLING OF SUCH COLOURS IS COME TOGETHER, INTO THY SOUL, IT SHALL PRESENT IT TO OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST UNDAUNTED, WHOLE (UNSMOOTHED), AND FIRM OF SHAPE. BUT THIS THAT THOU HAST NOW DONE IS CHILDISH AND IMPERFECT: THOU HAST DRAWN A DEAD LIKENESS OF THE DEAD. THERE NEED BE NO PORTION OF TEXT LOST AT THIS POINT: BUT POSSIBLY SOME FEW SENTENCES HAVE BEEN OMITTED. THE TRANSITION IS ABRUPT AND THE NEW EPISODE HAS NOT, AS ELSEWHERE, A TITLE OF ITS OWN. 
30 AND HE COMMANDED VERUS (BERUS), THE BROTHER THAT MINISTERED TO HIM, TO GATHER THE AGED WOMEN THAT WERE IN ALL EPHESUS, AND MADE READY, HE AND CLEOPATRA AND LYCOMEDES, ALL THINGS FOR THE CARE OF THEM. VERUS, THEN, CAME TO JOHN, SAYING: OF THE AGED WOMEN THAT ARE HERE OVER THREESCORE YEARS OLD I HAVE FOUND FOUR ONLY SOUND IN BODY, AND OF THE REST SOME… (A WORD GONE) AND SOME PALSIED AND OTHERS SICK. AND WHEN HE HEARD THAT, JOHN KEPT SILENCE FOR A LONG TIME, AND RUBBED HIS FACE AND SAID: O THE SLACKNESS (WEAKNESS) OF THEM THAT DWELL IN EPHESUS! O THE STATE OF DISSOLUTION, AND THE WEAKNESS TOWARD GOD! O DEVIL, THAT HAST SO LONG MOCKED THE FAITHFUL IN EPHESUS! JESUS, WHO GIVETH ME GRACE AND THE GIFT TO HAVE MY CONFIDENCE IN HIM, SAITH TO ME IN SILENCE: SEND AFTER THE OLD WOMEN THAT ARE SICK AND COME (BE) WITH THEM INTO THE THEATRE, AND THROUGH ME HEAL THEM: FOR THERE ARE SOME OF THEM THAT WILL COME UNTO THIS SPECTACLE WHOM BY THESE HEALINGS I WILL CONVERT AND MAKE THEM USEFUL FOR SOME END. 
31 NOW WHEN ALL THE MULTITUDE WAS COME TOGETHER TO LYCOMEDES, HE DISMISSED THEM ON JOHN'S BEHALF, SAYING: TOMORROW COME YE TO THE THEATRE, AS MANY AS [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO SEE THE POWER OF GOD. AND THE MULTITUDE, ON THE MORROW, WHILE IT WAS YET NIGHT, CAME TO THE THEATRE: SO THAT THE PROCONSUL ALSO HEARD OF IT AND HASTED AND TOOK HIS SENT WITH ALL THE PEOPLE. AND A CERTAIN PRAETOR, ANDROMEUS, WHO WAS THE FIRST OF THE EPHESIANS AT THAT TIME, PUT IT ABOUT THAT JOHN HAD PROMISED THINGS IMPOSSIBLE AND INCREDIBLE: BUT IF, SAID HE, HE IS ABLE TO DO ANY SUCH THING AS I HEAR, LET HIM COME INTO THE PUBLIC THEATRE, WHEN IT IS OPEN, NAKED, AND HOLDING NOTHING IN HIS HANDS, NEITHER LET HIM NAME THAT [PERMISSIBLE] MAGICAL NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WHICH I HAVE HEARD HIM UTTER. 
32 JOHN THEREFORE, HAVING HEARD THIS AND BEING MOVED BY. THESE WORDS, COMMANDED THE AGED WOMEN TO BE BROUGHT INTO THE THEATRE: AND WHEN THEY WERE ALL BROUGHT INTO THE MIDST, SOME OF THEM UPON BEDS AND OTHERS LYING IN A DEEP SLEEP, AND ALL THE CITY HAD RUN TOGETHER, AND A GREAT SILENCE WAS MADE, JOHN OPENED HIS MOUTH AND BEGAN TO SAY: 
33 YE MEN OF EPHESUS, LEARN FIRST OF ALL WHEREFORE I AM VISITING IN YOUR CITY, OR WHAT IS THIS GREAT CONFIDENCE WHICH I HAVE TOWARDS YOU, SO THAT IT MAY BECOME MANIFEST TO THIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND TO ALL OF YOU (OR, SO THAT I MANIFEST MYSELF TO). I HAVE BEEN SENT, THEN, UPON A MISSION WHICH IS NOT OF MAN'S ORDERING, AND NOT UPON ANY VAIN JOURNEY; NEITHER AM I A MERCHANT THAT MAKE BARGAINS OR EXCHANGES; BUT JESUS CHRIST WHOM I PREACH, BEING COMPASSIONATE AND KIND, [SEXLESSLY] DESIRETH BY MY MEANS TO CONVERT ALL OF YOU WHO ARE HELD IN UNBELIEF AND SOLD UNTO EVIL [SEXUAL] LUSTS, AND TO DELIVER YOU FROM [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], AND BY HIS POWER WILL I CONFOUND EVEN THE UNBELIEF OF YOUR PRAETOR, BY RAISING UP THEM THAT LIE BEFORE YOU, WHOM YE ALL BEHOLD, IN WHAT PLIGHT AND IN WHAT SICKNESSES THEY ARE. AND TO DO THIS (TO CONFOUND ANDRONICUS) IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR ME IF THEY PERISH: THEREFORE, SHALL THEY BE HEALED. 
34 BUT THIS FIRST I HAVE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO SOW IN YOUR EARS, EVEN THAT YE SHOULD TAKE CARE FOR YOUR SOULS -ON WHICH ACCOUNT I AM COME UNTO YOU- AND NOT EXPECT THAT THIS TIME WILL BE FOR EVER, FOR IT IS BUT A MOMENT, AND NOT LAY UP TREASURES UPON THE EARTH WHERE ALL THINGS DO FADE. NEITHER THINK THAT WHEN YE HAVE GOTTEN CHILDREN YE CAN REST UPON THEM (?), AND TRY NOT FOR THEIR SAKES TO DEFRAUD AND OVERREACH. NEITHER, YE POOR, BE VEXED IF YE HAVE NOT WHEREWITH TO MINISTER UNTO [SEXUAL] PLEASURES; FOR MEN OF SUBSTANCE WHEN THEY ARE DISEASED CALL YOU HAPPY. NEITHER, YE RICH, REJOICE THAT YE HAVE MUCH MONEY, FOR BY POSSESSING THESE THINGS YE PROVIDE FOR YOURSELVES GRIEF THAT YE CANNOT BE RID OF WHEN YE LOSE THEM; AND BESIDES, WHILE IT IS WITH YOU, YE ARE AFRAID LEST SOME ONE ATTACK YOU ON ACCOUNT OF IT. 
35 THOU ALSO THAT ART PUFFED UP BECAUSE OF THE SHAPELINESS OF THY BODY, AND ART OF A HIGH LOOK, SHALT SEE THE END OF THE PROMISE THEREOF IN THE GRAVE; AND THOU THAT REJOICEST IN ADULTERY, KNOW THAT BOTH [SEXLESS] LAW AND NATURE AVENGE IT UPON THEE, AND BEFORE THESE, CONSCIENCE; AND THOU, ADULTERESS, THAT ART AN [SEXUAL] ADVERSARY OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, KNOWEST NOT WHITHER THOU SHALT COME IN THE END. AND THOU THAT SHAREST NOT WITH THE NEEDY, BUT HAST MONIES LAID UP, WHEN THOU DEPARTEST OUT OF THIS BODY AND HAST NEED OF SOME MERCY WHEN THOU BURNEST IN FIRE, SHALT HAVE NONE TO PITY THEE; AND THOU THE WRATHFUL AND [SEXUALLY] PASSIONATE, KNOW THAT THY CONVERSATION IS LIKE THE BRUTE BEASTS; AND THOU, DRUNKARD AND QUARRELLER, LEARN THAT THOU LOSEST THY SENSES BY BEING ENSLAVED TO A SHAMEFUL AND DIRTY [SEXUAL] DESIRE. 
36 THOU THAT REJOICEST IN GOLD AND DELIGHTEST THYSELF WITH IVORY AND JEWELS, WHEN NIGHT FALLETH, CANST THOU BEHOLD WHAT THOU [SEXUALLY] LOVEST? THOU THAT ART VANQUISHED BY SOFT RAIMENT, AND THEN LEAVEST LIFE, WILL THOSE THINGS PROFIT THEE IN THE PLACE WHITHER THOU GOEST? AND LET THE MURDERER KNOW THAT THE CONDIGN PUNISHMENT IS LAID UP FOR HIM TWOFOLD AFTER HIS DEPARTURE HENCE. LIKEWISE, ALSO THOU POISONER, SORCERER, ROBBER, DEFRAUDER, SODOMITE, THIEF, AND AS MANY AS ARE OF THAT BAND, YE SHALL COME AT LAST, AS YOUR WORKS DO LEAD YOU, UNTO UNQUENCHABLE FIRE, AND UTTER DARKNESS, AND THE PIT OF PUNISHMENT, AND ETERNAL THREATENING’S. WHEREFORE, YE MEN OF EPHESUS, TURN YOURSELVES, KNOWING THIS ALSO, THAT KINGS, RULERS, TYRANTS, BOASTERS, AND THEY THAT HAVE CONQUERED IN WARS, STRIPPED OF ALL THINGS WHEN THEY DEPART HENCE, DO SUFFER PAIN, LODGED IN ETERNAL MISERY. 
37 AND HAVING THUS SAID, JOHN BY THE POWER OF GOD HEALED ALL THE DISEASES. THIS SENTENCE MUST BE AN ABRIDGEMENT OF A MUCH LONGER NARRATION. THE MANUSCRIPT INDICATES NO BREAK AT THIS POINT: BUT WE MUST SUPPOSE A NOT INCONSIDERABLE LOSS OF TEXT. FOR ONE THING, ANDRONICUS, WHO IS HERE AN UNBELIEVER, APPEARS AS A CONVERT IN THE NEXT FEW LINES. NOW HE IS, AS WE SHALL SEE LATER, THE HUSBAND OF AN EMINENT BELIEVER, DRUSIANA; AND HIS AND HER CONVERSION WILL HAVE BEEN TOLD AT SOME LENGTH; AND I DO NOT DOUBT THAT AMONG OTHER THINGS THERE WAS A DISCOURSE OF JOHN PERSUADING THEM TO LIVE IN CONTINENCE. 
37 (CONTINUED.) NOW THE BRETHREN FROM MILETUS SAID UNTO JOHN: WE HAVE CONTINUED A LONG TIME AT EPHESUS; IF IT, SEEM GOOD TO THEE, LET US GO ALSO TO SMYRNA; FOR WE HEAR ALREADY THAT THE MIGHTY WORKS OF GOD HAVE REACHED IT ALSO. AND ANDRONICUS SAID TO THEM: WHENSOEVER THE TEACHER WILLETH, THEN LET US GO. BUT JOHN SAID: LET US FIRST GO UNTO THE TEMPLE OF ARTEMIS, FOR PERCHANCE THERE ALSO, IF WE SHOW OURSELVES, THE SERVANTS OF THE LORD WILL BE FOUND. 
38 AFTER TWO DAYS, THEN, WAS THE BIRTHDAY OF THE IDOL TEMPLE. JOHN THEREFORE, WHEN ALL WERE CLAD IN WHITE, ALONE PUT ON BLACK RAIMENT AND WENT UP INTO THE TEMPLE. AND THEY TOOK HIM AND ESSAYED TO KILL HIM. BUT JOHN SAID: YE ARE MAD TO SET UPON ME, A MAN THAT IS THE SERVANT OF THE ONLY GOD. AND HE GAT HIM UP UPON A HIGH PEDESTAL AND SAID UNTO THEM: 
39 YE RUN HAZARD, MEN OF EPHESUS, OF BEING LIKE IN CHARACTER TO THE SEA: EVERY RIVER THAT FLOWETH IN AND EVERY SPRING THAT RUNNETH DOWN, AND THE RAINS, AND WAVES THAT PRESS UPON EACH OTHER, AND TORRENTS FULL OF ROCKS ARE MADE SALT TOGETHER BY THE BITTER TELEMENTT (MS. PROMISE!) THAT IS THEREIN. SO YE ALSO REMAINING UNCHANGED UNTO THIS DAY TOWARD TRUE GODLINESS ARE BECOME [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED BY YOUR ANCIENT RITES OF WORSHIP. HOW MANY WONDERS AND HEALINGS OF DISEASES HAVE YE SEEN WROUGHT THROUGH ME? AND YET ARE YE BLINDED IN YOUR HEARTS AND CANNOT RECOVER SIGHT. WHAT IS IT, THEN, O MEN OF EPHESUS? I HAVE ADVENTURED NOW AND COME UP EVEN INTO THIS YOUR IDOL TEMPLE. I WILL CONVICT YOU OF BEING MOST [SEXUALLY] GODLESS [ATHEISTIC], AND DEAD FROM THE UNDERSTANDING OF MANKIND. BEHOLD, I STAND HERE: YE ALL SAY THAT YE HAVE A GODDESS, EVEN ARTEMIS: PRAY THEN UNTO HER THAT I ALONE MAY DIE; OR ELSE I ONLY, IF YE ARE NOT ABLE TO DO THIS, WILL CALL UPON MINE OWN GOD, AND FOR YOUR UNBELIEF I WILL CAUSE EVERY ONE OF YOU TO DIE. 
40 BUT THEY WHO HAD BEFORETIME MADE TRIAL OF HIM AND HAD SEEN DEAD MEN RAISED UP, CRIED OUT: SLAY US NOT SO, WE BESEECH THEE, JOHN. WE KNOW THAT THOU CANST DO IT. AND JOHN SAID TO THEM: IF THEN YE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE NOT TO DIE, LET THAT WHICH YE WORSHIP BE CONFOUNDED, AND WHEREFORE IT IS CONFOUNDED, THAT YE ALSO MAY DEPART FROM YOUR ANCIENT [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. FOR NOW IS IT TIME THAT EITHER YE BE CONVERTED BY MY GOD, OR I MYSELF DIE BY YOUR GODDESS; FOR I WILL PRAY IN YOUR PRESENCE AND ENTREAT MY GOD THAT MERCY, BE SHOWN UNTO YOU. 
41 AND HAVING SO SAID HE PRAYED THUS: O GOD THAT ART GOD ABOVE ALL THAT ARE CALLED GODS, THAT UNTIL THIS DAY HAST BEEN SET AT NOUGHT IN THE CITY OF THE EPHESIANS, THAT DIDST PUT INTO MY MIND TO COME INTO THIS PLACE, WHEREOF I NEVER THOUGHT; THAT DOST CONVICT EVERY MANNER OF WORSHIP BY TURNING MEN UNTO THEE; AT WHOSE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] EVERY IDOL FLEETH AND EVERY EVIL SPIRIT AND EVERY UNCLEAN POWER; NOW ALSO BY THE FLIGHT OF THE EVIL SPIRIT HERE AT THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], EVEN OF HIM THAT DECEIVETH THIS GREAT MULTITUDE, SHOW THOU THY MERCY IN THIS PLACE, FOR THEY HAVE BEEN MADE TO ERR. 
42 AND AS JOHN SPAKE THESE THINGS, IMMEDIATELY THE ALTAR OF ARTEMIS WAS PARTED INTO MANY PIECES, AND ALL THE THINGS THAT WERE DEDICATED IN THE TEMPLE FELL, AND [MS. THAT WHICH SEEMED GOOD TO HIM] WAS RENT ASUNDER, AND LIKEWISE OF THE [SEXUAL] IMAGES OF THE GODS MORE THAN SEVEN. AND THE HALF OF THE TEMPLE FELL DOWN, SO THAT THE PRIEST WAS SLAIN AT ONE BLOW BY THE FALLING OF THE (BEAM). THE MULTITUDE OF THE EPHESIANS THEREFORE CRIED OUT: ONE IS THE GOD OF JOHN, ONE IS THE GOD THAT HATH PITY ON US, FOR THOU ONLY ART GOD: NOW ARE WE TURNED TO THEE, BEHOLDING THY MARVELOUS WORKS! HAVE MERCY ON US, O GOD, ACCORDING TO THY WILL, AND SAVE US FROM OUR GREAT [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]! AND SOME OF THEM, LYING ON THEIR FACES, MADE SUPPLICATION, AND SOME KNEELED AND BESOUGHT, AND SOME RENT THEIR CLOTHES AND WEPT, AND OTHERS TRIED TO ESCAPE. 
43 BUT JOHN SPREAD FORTH HIS HANDS, AND BEING UPLIFTED IN SOUL, SAID UNTO THE LORD: GLORY BE TO THEE, MY JESUS, THE ONLY GOD OF TRUTH, FOR THAT THOU DOST GAIN (RECEIVE) THY SERVANTS BY, DIVER’S DEVICES. AND HAVING SO SAID, HE SAID TO THE PEOPLE: RISE UP FROM THE FLOOR, YE MEN OF EPHESUS, AND PRAY TO MY GOD, AND RECOGNIZE THE INVISIBLE POWER THAT COMETH TO MANIFESTATION, AND THE WONDERFUL WORKS WHICH ARE WROUGHT BEFORE YOUR EYES. ARTEMIS OUGHT TO HAVE SUCCORED HERSELF: HER SERVANT OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN HELPED OF HER AND NOT TO HAVE DIED. WHERE IS THE POWER OF THE EVIL SPIRIT? WHERE ARE HER SACRIFICES? WHERE HER BIRTHDAYS? WHERE HER FESTIVALS? WHERE ARE THE GARLANDS? WHERE IS ALL THAT SORCERY AND THE POISONING (WITCHCRAFT) THAT IS SISTER THERETO? 
44 BUT THE PEOPLE RISING UP FROM OFF THE FLOOR WENT HASTILY AND CAST DOWN THE REST OF THE IDOL TEMPLE, CRYING: THE GOD OF JOHN ONLY DO WE KNOW, AND HIM HEREAFTER DO WE WORSHIP, SINCE HE HATH HAD MERCY UPON US! AND AS JOHN CAME DOWN FROM THENCE, MUCH PEOPLE TOOK HOLD OF HIM, SAYING: HELP US, O JOHN! ASSIST US THAT DO PERISH IN VAIN! THOU SEEST OUR PURPOSE: THOU SEEST THE MULTITUDE FOLLOWING THEE AND HANGING UPON THEE IN HOPE TOWARD THY GOD. WE HAVE SEEN THE WAY WHEREIN WE WENT ASTRAY WHEN WE LOST HIM: WE HAVE SEEN OUR GODS THAT WERE SET UP IN VAIN: WE HAVE SEEN THE GREAT AND SHAMEFUL DERISION THAT IS COME TO THEM: BUT SUFFER US, WE PRAY THEE, TO COME UNTO THINE HOUSE AND TO BE SUCCORED WITHOUT HINDRANCE. RECEIVE US THAT ARE IN BEWILDERMENT. 
45 AND JOHN SAID TO THEM: MEN (OF EPHESUS), BELIEVE THAT FOR YOUR SAKES I HAVE CONTINUED IN EPHESUS, AND HAVE PUT OFF MY JOURNEY UNTO SMYRNA AND TO THE REST OF THE CITIES, THAT THERE ALSO THE SERVANTS OF CHRIST MAY TURN TO HIM. BUT SINCE I AM NOT YET PERFECTLY ASSURED CONCERNING YOU, I HAVE CONTINUED PRAYING TO MY GOD AND BESEECHING HIM THAT I SHOULD THEN DEPART FROM EPHESUS WHEN I HAVE CONFIRMED YOU IN THE FAITH: AND WHEREAS I SEE THAT THIS IS COME TO PASS AND YET MORE IS BEING FULFILLED, I WILL NOT LEAVE YOU UNTIL I HAVE WEANED YOU LIKE CHILDREN FROM THE NURSE'S MILK, AND HAVE SET YOU UPON A FIRM ROCK. 
46 JOHN THEREFORE CONTINUED WITH THEM, RECEIVING THEM IN THE HOUSE OF ANDROMEUS. AND ONE OF THEM THAT WERE GATHERED LAID DOWN THE DEAD BODY OF THE PRIEST OF ARTEMIS BEFORE THE DOOR [OF THE TEMPLE], FOR HE WAS HIS KINSMAN, AND CAME IN QUICKLY WITH THE REST, SAYING NOTHING OF IT. JOHN, THEREFORE, AFTER THE DISCOURSE TO THE BRETHREN, AND THE PRAYER AND THE THANKSGIVING (EUCHARIST) AND THE LAYING OF HANDS UPON EVERY ONE OF THE CONGREGATION, SAID BY THE SPIRIT: THERE IS ONE HERE WHO MOVED BY FAITH IN GOD HATH LAID DOWN THE PRIEST OF ARTEMIS BEFORE THE GATE AND IS COME IN, AND IN THE YEARNING OF HIS SOUL, TAKING CARE FIRST FOR HIMSELF, HATH THOUGHT THUS IN HIMSELF: IT IS BETTER FOR ME TO TAKE THOUGHT FOR THE LIVING THAN FOR MY KINSMAN THAT IS DEAD: FOR I KNOW THAT IF I TURN TO THE LORD AND SAVE MINE OWN SOUL, JOHN WILL NOT DENY TO RAISE UP THE DEAD ALSO. AND JOHN ARISING FROM HIS PLACE WENT TO THAT INTO WHICH THAT KINSMAN OF THE PRIEST WHO HAD SO THOUGHT WAS ENTERED, AND TOOK HIM BY THE HAND AND SAID: HADST THOU THIS THOUGHT WHEN THOU CAMEST UNTO ME, MY CHILD? AND HE, TAKEN WITH TREMBLING AND AFFRIGHT, SAID: YES, LORD, AND CAST HIMSELF AT HIS FEET. AND JOHN SAID: OUR LORD IS JESUS CHRIST, WHO WILL SHOW HIS POWER IN THY DEAD KINSMAN BY RAISING HIM UP. 
47 AND HE MADE THE YOUNG MAN RISE, AND TOOK HIS HAND AND SAID: IT IS NO GREAT MATTER FOR A MAN THAT IS MASTER OF GREAT MYSTERIES TO CONTINUE WEARYING HIMSELF OVER SMALL THINGS: OR WHAT GREAT THING IS IT TO RID MEN OF DISEASES OF THE BODY? AND YET HOLDING THE YOUNG MAN BY THE HAND HE SAID: I SAY UNTO THEE, CHILD, GO AND RAISE THE DEAD THYSELF, SAYING NOTHING BUT THIS ONLY: JOHN THE SERVANT OF GOD SAITH TO THEE, ARISE. AND THE YOUNG MAN WENT TO HIS KINSMAN AND SAID THIS ONLY -AND MUCH PEOPLE WAS WITH HIM- AND ENTERED IN UNTO JOHN, BRINGING HIM ALIVE. AND JOHN, WHEN HE SAW HIM THAT WAS RAISED, SAID: NOW THAT THOU ART RAISED, THOU DOST NOT TRULY LIVE, NEITHER ART PARTAKER OR HEIR OF THE TRUE LIFE: WILT THOU BELONG UNTO HIM BY WHOSE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND POWER THOU WAST RAISED? AND NOW BELIEVE, AND THOU SHALL LIVE UNTO ALL AGES. AND HE FORTHWITH BELIEVED UPON THE LORD JESUS AND THEREAFTER CLAVE UNTO JOHN. [ANOTHER MANUSCRIPT (Q. PARIS GR. 1468, OF THE ELEVENTH CENTURY) HAS ANOTHER FORM OF THIS STORY. JOHN DESTROYS THE TEMPLE OF ARTEMIS, AND THEN 'WE' GO TO SMYRNA AND ALL THE IDOLS ARE BROKEN: BUCOLUS, POLYCARP, AND ANDRONICUS ARE LEFT TO PRESIDE OVER THE DISTRICT. THERE WERE THERE TWO PRIESTS OF ARTEMIS, BROTHERS, AND ONE DIED. THE RAISING IS TOLD MUCH AS IN THE OLDER TEXT, BUT MORE SHORTLY. 'WE' REMAINED FOUR YEARS IN THE REGION, WHICH WAS WHOLLY CONVERTED, AND THEN RETURNED TO EPHESUS.] 
48 NOW ON THE NEXT DAY JOHN, HAVING SEEN IN A DREAM THAT HE MUST WALK THREE MILES OUTSIDE THE GATES, NEGLECTED IT NOT, BUT ROSE UP EARLY AND SET OUT UPON THE WAY, TOGETHER WITH THE BRETHREN. AND A CERTAIN COUNTRYMAN WHO WAS ADMONISHED BY HIS FATHER NOT TO TAKE TO HIMSELF THE WIFE OF A FELLOW LABOURER OF HIS WHO THREATENED TO KILL HIM -THIS YOUNG MAN WOULD NOT ENDURE THE ADMONITION OF HIS FATHER, BUT KICKED HIM AND LEFT HIM WITHOUT SPEECH (SC. DEAD). AND JOHN, SEEING WHAT HAD BEFALLEN, SAID UNTO THE LORD: LORD, WAS IT ON THIS ACCOUNT THAT THOU DIDST BID ME COME OUT HITHER TO-DAY? 
49 BUT THE YOUNG MAN, BEHOLDING THE VIOLENCE (SHARPNESS) OF DEATH, AND LOOKING TO BE TAKEN, DREW OUT THE SICKLE THAT WAS IN HIS GIRDLE AND STARTED TO RUN TO HIS OWN ABODE; AND JOHN MET HIM AND SAID: STAND STILL, THOU MOST SHAMELESS DEVIL, AND TELL ME WHITHER THOU RUNNEST BEARING A SICKLE THAT THIRSTETH FOR BLOOD. AND THE YOUNG MAN WAS TROUBLED AND CAST THE IRON ON THE GROUND, AND SAID TO HIM: I HAVE DONE A WRETCHED AND BARBAROUS DEED AND I KNOW IT, AND SO I DETERMINED TO DO AN EVIL YET WORSE AND MORE-CRUEL, EVEN TO DIE MYSELF AT ONCE. FOR BECAUSE MY FATHER WAS ALWAYS CURBING ME TO SOBRIETY, THAT I SHOULD LIVE WITHOUT ADULTERY, AND CHASTELY, I COULD NOT ENDURE HIM TO REPROVE ME, AND I KICKED HIM AND SLEW HIM, AND WHEN I SAW WHAT WAS DONE, I WAS HASTING TO THE WOMAN FOR WHOSE SAKE I BECAME MY FATHER'S MURDERER, WITH INTENT TO KILL HER AND HER HUSBAND, AND MYSELF LAST OF ALL: FOR I COULD NOT BEAR TO BE SEEN OF THE HUSBAND OF THE WOMAN, AND UNDERGO THE JUDGEMENT OF DEATH. 
50 AND JOHN SAID TO HIM: THAT I MAY NOT BY GOING AWAY AND LEAVING YOU IN DANGER GIVE PLACE TO HIM THAT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRETH TO LAUGH AND SPORT WITH THEE, COME THOU WITH ME AND SHOW ME THY FATHER, WHERE HE LIETH. AND IF I RAISE HIM UP FOR THEE, WILT THOU HEREAFTER ABSTAIN FROM THE WOMAN THAT IS BECOME A SNARE TO THEE. AND THE YOUNG MAN SAID: IF THOU RAISEST UP MY FATHER HIMSELF FOR ME ALIVE, AND IF I SEE HIM WHOLE AND CONTINUING IN LIFE, I WILL HEREAFTER ABSTAIN FROM HER. 
51 AND WHILE HE WAS SPEAKING, THEY CAME TO THE PLACE WHERE THE OLD MAN LAY DEAD, AND MANY PASSERS-BY WERE STANDING NEAR THERETO. AND JOHN SAID TO THE YOUTH: THOU WRETCHED MAN, DIDST THOU NOT SPARE EVEN THE OLD AGE OF THY FATHER? AND HE, WEEPING AND TEARING HIS HAIR, SAID THAT HE REPENTED THEREOF; AND JOHN THE SERVANT OF THE LORD SAID: THOU DIDST SHOW ME I WAS TO SET FORTH FOR THIS PLACE, THOU KNEWEST THAT THIS WOULD COME TO PASS, FROM WHOM NOTHING CAN BE HID OF THINGS DONE IN LIFE, THAT GIVEST ME POWER TO WORK EVERY CURE AND HEALING BY THY WILL: NOW ALSO GIVE ME THIS OLD MAN ALIVE, FOR THOU SEEST THAT HIS MURDERER IS BECOME HIS OWN JUDGE: AND SPARE HIM, THOU ONLY LORD, THAT SPARED NOT HIS FATHER (BECAUSE HE) COUNSELLED HIM FOR THE BEST. 
52 AND WITH THESE WORDS HE CAME NEAR TO THE OLD MAN AND SAID: MY LORD WILL NOT BE WEAK TO SPREAD OUT HIS KIND PITY AND HIS CONDESCENDING MERCY EVEN UNTO THEE: RISE UP THEREFORE AND GIVE GLORY TO GOD FOR THE WORK THAT IS COME TO PASS AT THIS MOMENT. AND THE OLD MAN SAID: I ARISE, LORD. AND HE ROSE AND SAT UP AND SAID: I WAS RELEASED FROM A TERRIBLE LIFE AND HAD TO BEAR THE INSULTS OF MY SON, DREADFUL AND MANY, AND HIS WANT OF NATURAL AFFECTION, AND TO WHAT END HAST THOU CALLED ME BACK, O MAN OF THE LIVING GOD? (AND JOHN ANSWERED HIM: IF) THOU ART RAISED ONLY FOR THE SAME END, IT, WERE BETTER FOR THEE TO DIE; BUT RAISE THYSELF UNTO BETTER THINGS. AND HE TOOK HIM AND LED HIM INTO THE CITY, PREACHING UNTO HIM THE GRACE OF GOD, SO THAT BEFORE HE ENTERED THE GATE THE OLD MAN BELIEVED. 
53 BUT THE YOUNG MAN, WHEN HE BEHELD THE UNLOOKED-FOR RAISING OF HIS FATHER, AND THE SAVING OF HIMSELF, TOOK A SICKLE AND MUTILATED HIMSELF, AND RAN TO THE HOUSE WHEREIN HE HAD HIS ADULTERESS, AND REPROACHED HER, SAYING: FOR THY SAKE I BECAME THE MURDERER OF MY FATHER AND OF YOU TWO AND OF MYSELF: THERE THOU HAST THAT WHICH IS ALIKE GUILTY OF ALL. FOR ON ME GOD HATH HAD MERCY, THAT I SHOULD KNOW HIS POWER. 
54 AND HE CAME BACK AND TOLD JOHN IN PRESENCE OF THE BRETHREN WHAT HE HAD DONE. BUT JOHN SAID TO HIM: HE THAT PUT IT INTO THINE HEART, YOUNG MAN, TO KILL THY FATHER AND BECOME THE ADULTERER OF ANOTHER MAN'S WIFE, THE SAME MADE THEE THINK IT A RIGHT DEED TO TAKE AWAY ALSO THE UNRULY MEMBERS. BUT THOU SHOULDEST HAVE DONE AWAY, NOT WITH THE PLACE OF [SEXUAL] SIN, BUT THE THOUGHT WHICH THROUGH THOSE MEMBERS SHOWED ITSELF HARMFUL: FOR IT IS NOT THE INSTRUMENTS THAT ARE INJURIOUS, BUT THE UNSEEN SPRINGS BY WHICH EVERY SHAMEFUL EMOTION IS STIRRED AND COMETH TO LIGHT. REPENT THEREFORE, MY CHILD, OF THIS FAULT, AND HAVING LEARNT THE [SEXUAL] WILES OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THOU SHALT HAVE GOD TO HELP THEE IN ALL THE NECESSITIES OF THY SOUL. AND THE YOUNG MAN KEPT SILENCE AND ATTENDED, HAVING REPENTED OF HIS FORMER [SEXUAL] SINS, THAT HE SHOULD OBTAIN PARDON FROM THE GOODNESS OF GOD: AND HE DID NOT SEPARATE FROM JOHN. 
55-57 WHEN, THEN, THESE THINGS HAD BEEN DONE BY HIM IN THE CITY OF THE EPHESIANS, THEY OF SMYRNA SENT UNTO HIM SAYING: WE HEAR THAT THE GOD WHOM THOU PREACHEST IS NOT ENVIOUS, AND HATH CHARGED THEE NOT TO SHOW PARTIALITY BY ABIDING IN ONE PLACE. SINCE, THEN, THOU ART A PREACHER OF SUCH A GOD, COME UNTO SMYRNA AND UNTO THE OTHER CITIES, THAT WE MAY COME TO KNOW THY GOD, AND HAVING KNOWN HIM MAY HAVE OUR HOPE IN HIM. [Q HAS THE ABOVE STORY ALSO, AND CONTINUES WITH AN INCIDENT WHICH IS ALSO QUOTED IN A DIFFERENT FORM (AND NOT AS FROM THESE ACTS) BY JOHN CASSIAN. Q HAS IT THUS: NOW ONE DAY AS JOHN WAS SEATED, A PARTRIDGE FLEW BY AND CAME AND PLAYED IN THE DUST BEFORE HIM; AND JOHN LOOKED ON IT AND WONDERED. AND A CERTAIN PRIEST CAME, WHO WAS ONE OF HIS HEARERS, AND CAME TO JOHN AND SAW THE PARTRIDGE PLAYING IN THE DUST BEFORE HIM, AND WAS OFFENDED IN HIMSELF AND SAID: CAN SUCH AND SO GREAT A MAN, TAKE [SEXUAL] PLEASURE IN A PARTRIDGE PLAYING IN THE DUST? BUT JOHN PERCEIVING IN THE SPIRIT THE THOUGHT OF HIM, SAID TO HIM: IT WERE BETTER FOR THEE ALSO, MY CHILD, TO LOOK AT A PARTRIDGE PLAYING IN THE DUST AND NOT TO [SEXUALLY] DEFILE THYSELF WITH SHAMEFUL AND PROFANE PRACTICES: FOR HE WHO AWAITETH THE CONVERSION AND REPENTANCE OF ALL MEN HATH BROUGHT THEE HERE ON THIS ACCOUNT: FOR I HAVE NO NEED OF A PARTRIDGE PLAYING IN THE DUST. FOR THE PARTRIDGE IS THINE OWN SOUL. THEN THE ELDER, HEARING THIS AND SEEING THAT HE WAS NOT BIDDEN, BUT THAT THE APOSTLE OF CHRIST HAD TOLD HIM ALL THAT WAS IN HIS HEART, FELL ON HIS FACE ON THE EARTH AND CRIED ALOUD, SAYING: NOW KNOW I THAT GOD DWELLETH IN THEE, O BLESSED JOHN! FOR HE THAT [SEXUALLY] TEMPTETH THEE [SEXUALLY] TEMPTETH HIM THAT CANNOT BE [SEXUALLY] TEMPTED [JAMES 1:13]. AND HE ENTREATED HIM TO PRAY FOR HIM. AND HE INSTRUCTED HIM AND DELIVERED HIM THE RULES (CANONS) AND LET HIM GO TO HIS HOUSE, GLORIFYING GOD THAT IS OVER ALL. CASSIAN, COLLATION XXIV. 21, HAS IT THUS: IT IS TOLD THAT THE MOST BLESSED EVANGELIST JOHN, WHEN HE WAS GENTLY STROKING A PARTRIDGE WITH HIS HANDS, SUDDENLY SAW ONE IN THE HABIT OF A HUNTER COMING TO HIM. HE WONDERED THAT A MAN OF SUCH REPUTE AND FAME SHOULD DEMEAN HIMSELF TO SUCH SMALL AND HUMBLE AMUSEMENTS, AND SAID: ART THOU THAT JOHN WHOSE EMINENT AND WIDESPREAD FAME HATH ENTICED ME ALSO WITH GREAT [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO KNOW THEE? WHY THEN ART THOU TAKEN UP WITH SUCH MEAN AMUSEMENTS? THE BLESSED JOHN SAID TO HIM: WHAT IS THAT WHICH THOU CARRIEST IN THY HANDS? A BOW, SAID HE. AND WHY, SAID HE, DOST THOU NOT BEAR IT ABOUT ALWAYS STRETCHED? HE ANSWERED HIM: I MUST NOT, LEST BY CONSTANT BENDING THE STRENGTH OF ITS VIGOUR BE WRUNG AND GROW SOFT AND PERISH, AND WHEN THERE IS NEED THAT THE ARROWS BE SHOT WITH MUCH STRENGTH AT SOME BEAST, THE STRENGTH BEING LOST BY EXCESS OF CONTINUAL TENSION, A FORCIBLE BLOW CANNOT BE DEALT. JUST SO, SAID THE BLESSED JOHN, LET NOT THIS LITTLE AND BRIEF RELAXATION OF MY MIND OFFEND THEE, YOUNG MAN, FOR UNLESS IT DOTH SOMETIMES EASE AND RELAX BY SOME REMISSION THE FORCE OF ITS TENSION, IT WILL GROW SLACK THROUGH UNBROKEN RIGOUR AND WILL NOT BE ABLE TO OBEY THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT. THE ONLY COMMON POINT OF THE TWO STORIES IS THAT ST. JOHN AMUSES HIMSELF WITH A PARTRIDGE, AND A SPECTATOR THINKS IT UNWORTHY OF HIM. THE TWO MORALS DIFFER WHOLLY. THE AMOUNT OF TEXT LOST HERE IS OF QUITE UNCERTAIN LENGTH. IT MUST HAVE TOLD OF THE DOINGS AT SMYRNA, AND ALSO, IT APPEARS, AT LAODICCA (SEE THE TITLE OF THE NEXT SECTION). ONE OF THE EPISODES MUST HAVE BEEN THE CONVERSION OF A WOMAN OF EVIL LIFE (SEE BELOW, 'THE HARLOT THAT WAS CHASTE ')-] OUR BEST MANUSCRIPT PREFIXES A TITLE TO THE NEXT SECTION: FROM LAODICCA TO EPHESUS THE SECOND TIME. 
58 NOW WHEN SOME LONG TIME HAD PASSED, AND NONE OF THE BRETHREN HAD BEEN AT ANY TIME GRIEVED BY JOHN, THEY WERE THEN GRIEVED BECAUSE HE HAD SAID: BRETHREN, IT IS NOW TIME FOR ME TO GO TO EPHESUS (FOR SO HAVE I AGREED WITH THEM THAT DWELL THERE) LEST THEY BECOME SLACK, NOW FOR A LONG TIME HAVING NO MAN TO CONFIRM THEM. BUT ALL OF YOU MUST HAVE YOUR MINDS STEADFAST TOWARDS GOD, WHO NEVER FORSAKETH US. BUT WHEN THEY HEARD THIS FROM HIM, THE BRETHREN LAMENTED BECAUSE THEY WERE TO BE PARTED FROM HIM. AND JOHN SAID: EVEN IF I BE PARTED FROM YOU, YET CHRIST IS ALWAYS WITH YOU: WHOM IF YE [SEXLESSLY] LOVE PURELY YE WILL HAVE HIS FELLOWSHIP WITHOUT REPROACH, FOR IF HE BE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED, HE PREVENTETH (ANTICIPATETH) THEM THAT [SEXLESS] LOVE HIM. 
59 AND HAVING SO SAID, AND BIDDEN FAREWELL TO THEM, AND LEFT MUCH MONEY WITH THE BRETHREN FOR DISTRIBUTION, HE WENT FORTH UNTO EPHESUS, WHILE ALL THE BRETHREN LAMENTED AND GROANED. AND THERE ACCOMPANIED HIM, OF EPHESUS, BOTH ANDRONICUS AND DRUSIANA AND LYCOMEDES AND CLEOBIUS AND THEIR FAMILIES. AND THERE FOLLOWED HIM ARISTOBULA ALSO, WHO HAD HEARD THAT HER HUSBAND TERTULLUS HAD DIED ON THE WAY, AND ARISTIPPUS WITH XENOPHON, AND THE HARLOT THAT WAS CHASTE, AND MANY OTHERS, WHOM HE EXHORTED AT ALL TIMES TO CLEAVE TO THE LORD, AND THEY WOULD NO MORE BE PARTED FROM HIM. 
[bookmark: 60]60 NOW ON THE FIRST DAY WE ARRIVED AT A DESERTED INN, AND WHEN WE WERE AT A LOSS FOR A BED FOR JOHN, WE SAW A DROLL MATTER. THERE WAS ONE BEDSTEAD LYING SOMEWHERE THERE WITHOUT COVERINGS, WHEREON WE SPREAD THE CLOAKS WHICH WE WERE WEARING, AND WE PRAYED HIM TO LIE DOWN UPON IT AND REST, WHILE THE REST OF US ALL SLEPT UPON THE FLOOR. BUT HE WHEN HE LAY DOWN WAS TROUBLED BY THE BUGS, AND AS THEY CONTINUED TO BECOME YET MORE TROUBLESOME TO HIM, WHEN IT WAS NOW ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT, IN THE HEARING OF US ALL HE SAID TO THEM: I SAY UNTO YOU, O BUGS, BEHAVE YOURSELVES, ONE AND ALL, AND LEAVE YOUR ABODE FOR THIS NIGHT AND REMAIN QUIET IN ONE PLACE, AND KEEP YOUR DISTANCE FROM THE SERVANTS OF GOD. AND AS WE LAUGHED, AND WENT ON TALKING FOR SOME TIME, JOHN ADDRESSED HIMSELF TO SLEEP; AND WE, TALKING LOW, GAVE HIM NO DISTURBANCE (OR, THANKS TO HIM WE WERE NOT DISTURBED). 
61 BUT WHEN THE DAY WAS NOW DAWNING, I AROSE FIRST, AND WITH ME VERUS AND ANDRONICUS, AND WE SAW AT THE DOOR OF THE HOUSE WHICH WE HAD TAKEN A GREAT NUMBER OF BUGS STANDING, AND WHILE WE WONDERED AT THE GREAT SIGHT OF THEM, AND ALL THE BRETHREN WERE ROUSED UP BECAUSE OF THEM, JOHN CONTINUED SLEEPING. AND WHEN HE WAS AWAKED, WE DECLARED TO HIM WHAT WE HAD SEEN. AND HE SAT UP ON THE BED AND LOOKED AT THEM AND SAID: SINCE YE HAVE WELL BEHAVED YOURSELVES IN HEARKENING TO MY REBUKE, COME UNTO YOUR PLACE. AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, AND RISEN FROM THE BED, THE BUGS RUNNING FROM THE DOOR HASTED TO THE BED AND CLIMBED UP BY THE LEGS THEREOF AND DISAPPEARED INTO THE JOINTS. AND JOHN SAID AGAIN: THIS CREATURE HEARKENED UNTO THE VOICE OF A MAN, AND ABODE BY ITSELF AND WAS QUIET AND TRESPASSED NOT; BUT WE WHICH HEAR THE VOICE AND COMMANDMENTS OF GOD DISOBEY AND ARE LIGHT-MINDED: AND FOR HOW LONG? 
62 AFTER THESE THINGS WE CAME TO EPHESUS: AND THE BRETHREN THERE, WHO HAD FOR A LONG TIME KNOWN THAT JOHN WAS COMING, RAN TOGETHER TO THE HOUSE OF ANDRONICUS (WHERE ALSO HE CAME TO LODGE), HANDLING HIS FEET AND LAYING HIS HANDS UPON THEIR OWN FACES AND KISSING THEM (AND MANY REJOICED EVEN TO TOUCH HIS VESTURE, AND WERE HEALED BY TOUCHING THE CLOTHES OF THE HOLY APOSTLE. [SO, THE LATIN, WHICH HAS THIS SECTION; THE GREEK HAS: SO THAT THEY EVEN TOUCHED HIS GARMENTS).] 
63 AND WHEREAS THERE WAS GREAT [SEXLESS] LOVE AND JOY UNSURPASSED AMONG THE BRETHREN, A CERTAIN ONE, A MESSENGER OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], BECAME ENAMORED OF DRUSIANA, THOUGH HE SAW AND KNEW THAT SHE WAS THE WIFE OF ANDRONICUS. TO WHOM MANY SAID: IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THEE TO OBTAIN THAT WOMAN, SEEING THAT FOR A LONG TIME SHE HAS EVEN SEPARATED HERSELF FROM HER HUSBAND FOR GODLINESS' SAKE. ART THOU ONLY IGNORANT THAT ANDRONICUS, NOT BEING AFORETIME THAT WHICH NOW HE IS, A GOD-FEARING MAN, SHUT HER UP IN A TOMB, SAYING: EITHER I MUST HAVE THEE AS THE WIFE WHOM I HAD BEFORE, OR THOU SHALT DIE. AND SHE CHOSE RATHER TO DIE THAN TO DO THAT FOULNESS. IF, THEN, SHE WOULD NOT CONSENT, FOR GODLINESS' SAKE, TO COHABIT WITH HER LORD AND HUSBAND, BUT EVEN PERSUADED HIM TO BE OF THE SAME MIND AS HERSELF, WILL SHE CONSENT TO THEE DESIRING TO BE HER [SEXUAL] SEDUCER? DEPART FROM THIS MADNESS WHICH HATH NO REST IN THEE: GIVE UP THIS DEED WHICH THOU CANST NOT BRING TO ACCOMPLISHMENT. 
64 BUT HIS FAMILIAR FRIENDS SAYING THESE THINGS TO HIM DID NOT CONVINCE HIM, BUT WITH SHAMELESSNESS HE COURTED HER WITH MESSAGES; AND WHEN HE LEARNT THE INSULTS AND DISGRACES WHICH SHE RETURNED, HE SPENT HIS LIFE IN MELANCHOLY (OR BETTER, SHE, WHEN SHE LEARNT OF THIS DISGRACE AND INSULT AT HIS HAND, SPENT HER LIFE IN HEAVINESS). AND AFTER TWO DAYS DRUSIANA TOOK TO HER BED FROM HEAVINESS, AND WAS IN A FEVER AND SAID: WOULD THAT I HAD NOT NOW COME HOME TO MY NATIVE PLACE, I THAT HAVE BECOME AN OFFENCE TO A MAN IGNORANT OF GODLINESS! FOR IF IT WERE ONE WHO WAS FILLED WITH THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD, HE WOULD NOT HAVE GONE TO SUCH A PITCH OF MADNESS. BUT NOW (THEREFORE) LORD, SINCE I AM BECOME THE OCCASION OF A BLOW UNTO A SOUL DEVOID OF KNOWLEDGE, SET ME FREE FROM THIS CHAIN AND REMOVE ME UNTO THEE QUICKLY. AND IN THE PRESENCE OF JOHN, WHO KNEW NOTHING AT ALL OF SUCH A MATTER, DRUSIANA DEPARTED OUT OF LIFE NOT WHOLLY HAPPY, YEA, EVEN TROUBLED BECAUSE OF THE SPIRITUAL HURT OF THE MAN. 
65 BUT ANDRONICUS, GRIEVED WITH A SECRET GRIEF, MOURNED IN HIS SOUL, AND WEPT OPENLY, SO THAT JOHN CHECKED HIM OFTEN AND SAID TO HIM: UPON A BETTER HOPE HATH DRUSIANA REMOVED OUT OF THIS UNRIGHTEOUS LIFE. AND ANDRONICUS ANSWERED HIM: YEA, I AM PERSUADED OF IT, O JOHN, AND I DOUBT NOT AT ALL IN REGARD OF TRUST IN MY GOD: BUT THIS VERY THING DO I HOLD FAST, THAT SHE DEPARTED OUT OF LIFE PURE. 
66 AND WHEN SHE WAS CARRIED FORTH, JOHN TOOK HOLD ON ANDRONICUS, AND NOW THAT HE KNEW THE CAUSE, HE MOURNED MORE THAN ANDRONICUS. AND HE KEPT SILENCE, CONSIDERING THE PROVOCATION OF THE ADVERSARY, AND FOR A SPACE SAT STILL. THEN, THE BRETHREN BEING GATHERED THERE TO HEAR WHAT WORD HE WOULD SPEAK OF HER THAT WAS DEPARTED, HE BEGAN TO SAY: 
67 WHEN THE PILOT THAT VOYAGETH, TOGETHER WITH THEM THAT SAIL WITH HIM, AND THE SHIP HERSELF, ARRIVETH IN A CALM AND STORMLESS HARBOUR, THEN LET HIM SAY THAT HE IS SAFE. AND THE HUSBANDMAN THAT HATH COMMITTED THE SEED TO THE EARTH, AND TOILED MUCH IN THE CARE AND PROTECTION OF IT, LET HIM THEN TAKE REST FROM HIS LABOURS, WHEN HE LAYETH UP THE SEED WITH MANIFOLD INCREASE IN HIS BARNS. LET HIM THAT ENTERPRISETH TO RUN IN THE COURSE, THEN EXULT WHEN HE BEARETH HOME THE PRIZE. LET HIM THAT INSCRIBETH HIS NAME FOR THE BOXING, THEN BOAST HIMSELF WHEN HE RECEIVETH THE CROWNS: AND SO, IN SUCCESSION IS IT WITH ALL CONTESTS AND CRAFTS, WHEN THEY DO NOT FAIL IN THE END, BUT SHOW THEMSELVES TO BE LIKE THAT WHICH THEY PROMISED ([SEXUALLY] CORRUPT). 
68 AND THUS ALSO I THINK IS IT WITH THE FAITH WHICH EACH ONE OF US PRACTICETH, THAT IT IS THEN DISCERNED WHETHER IT BE INDEED TRUE, WHEN IT CONTINUETH LIKE ITSELF EVEN UNTIL THE END OF LIFE. FOR MANY OBSTACLES FALL INTO THE WAY, AND PREPARE DISTURBANCE FOR THE MINDS OF MEN: CARE, CHILDREN, PARENTS, GLORY, POVERTY, FLATTERY, PRIME OF LIFE, BEAUTY, CONCEIT, [SEXUAL] LUST, WEALTH, ANGER, UPLIFTING, SLACKNESS, ENVY, JEALOUSY, NEGLECT, FEAR, INSOLENCE, [SEXUAL] LOVE, DECEIT, MONEY, PRETENSE, AND OTHER SUCH OBSTACLES, AS MANY AS THERE ARE IN THIS LIFE: AS ALSO THE PILOT SAILING A PROSPEROUS COURSE IS OPPOSED BY THE ONSET OF CONTRARY WINDS AND A GREAT STORM AND MIGHTY WAVES OUT OF CALM, AND THE HUSBANDMAN BY UNTIMELY WINTER AND BLIGHT AND CREEPING THINGS RISING OUT OF THE EARTH, AND THEY THAT STRIVE IN THE GAMES 'JUST DO NOT WIN', AND THEY THAT EXERCISE CRAFTS ARE HINDERED BY THE DIVERS DIFFICULTIES OF THEM. 
69 BUT BEFORE ALL THINGS IT IS NEEDFUL THAT THE BELIEVER SHOULD LOOK BEFORE AT HIS ENDING AND UNDERSTAND IT IN WHAT MANNER IT WILL COME UPON HIM, WHETHER IT WILL BE VIGOROUS AND SOBER AND WITHOUT ANY OBSTACLE, OR DISTURBED AND CLINGING TO THE THINGS THAT ARE HERE, AND BOUND DOWN BY [SEXUAL] DESIRES. SO IS IT RIGHT THAT A BODY SHOULD BE PRAISED AS COMELY WHEN IT IS WHOLLY STRIPPED, AND A GENERAL AS GREAT WHEN HE HATH ACCOMPLISHED EVERY PROMISE OF THE WAR, AND A PHYSICIAN AS EXCELLENT WHEN HE HATH SUCCEEDED IN EVERY CURE, AND A SOUL AS FULL OF FAITH AND WORTHY (OR RECEPTIVE) OF GOD WHEN IT HATH PAID ITS PROMISE IN FULL: NOT THAT SOUL WHICH BEGAN WELL AND WAS DISSOLVED INTO ALL THE THINGS OF THIS LIFE AND FELL AWAY, NOR THAT WHICH IS NUMB, HAVING MADE AN EFFORT TO ATTAIN TO BETTER THINGS, AND THEN IS BORNE DOWN TO TEMPORAL THINGS, NOR THAT WHICH HATH LONGED AFTER THE THINGS OF TIME MORE THAN THOSE OF ETERNITY, NOR THAT WHICH EXCHANGETH [ENDURING FOR THINGS] THOSE THAT ENDURE NOT, NOR THAT WHICH HATH HONOURED THE WORKS OF DISHONOUR THAT DESERVE SHAME, NOR THAT WHICH TAKETH PLEDGES OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], NOR THAT WHICH HATH RECEIVED THE SERPENT INTO ITS OWN HOUSE, NOR THAT WHICH SUFFERETH REPROACH FOR GOD'S SAKE AND THEN IS [NOT] ASHAMED, NOR THAT WHICH WITH THE MOUTH SAITH YEA, BUT INDEED APPROVETH NOT ITSELF: BUT THAT WHICH HATH PREVAILED NOT TO BE MADE WEAK BY FOUL [SEXUAL] PLEASURE, NOT TO BE OVERCOME BY LIGHT-MINDEDNESS, NOT TO BE CAUGHT BY THE BAIT OF [SEXUAL] LOVE OF MONEY [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10], NOT TO BE BETRAYED BY VIGOR OF BODY OR WRATH. 
70 AND AS JOHN WAS DISCOURSING YET FURTHER UNTO THE BRETHREN THAT THEY SHOULD DESPISE TEMPORAL THINGS IN RESPECT OF THE ETERNAL, HE THAT WAS ENAMORED OF DRUSIANA, BEING INFLAMED WITH A HORRIBLE [SEXUAL] LUST AND POSSESSION OF THE MANY-SHAPED SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], BRIBED THE STEWARD OF ANDRONICUS WHO WAS A [SEXUAL] LOVER OF MONEY [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10] WITH A GREAT SUM: AND HE OPENED THE TOMB AND GAVE HIM OPPORTUNITY TO WREAK THE FORBIDDEN THING UPON THE DEAD BODY. NOT HAVING SUCCEEDED WITH HER WHEN ALIVE, HE WAS STILL IMPORTUNATE AFTER HER DEATH TO HER BODY, AND SAID: IF THOU WOULDST NOT HAVE TO DO WITH ME WHILE THOU LIVEDST, I WILL OUTRAGE THY CORPSE NOW THOU ART DEAD. WITH THIS DESIGN, AND HAVING MANAGED FOR HIMSELF THE WICKED ACT BY MEANS OF THE ABOMINABLE STEWARD, HE RUSHED WITH HIM TO THE SEPULCHER; THEY OPENED THE DOOR AND BEGAN TO STRIP THE GRAVE-CLOTHES FROM THE CORPSE, SAYING: WHAT ART THOU PROFITED, POOR DRUSIANA? COULDEST THOU NOT HAVE DONE THIS IN LIFE, WHICH PERCHANCE WOULD NOT HAVE GRIEVED THEE, HADST THOU DONE IT WILLINGLY? 
71 AND AS THESE MEN WERE SPEAKING THUS, AND ONLY THE ACCUSTOMED SHIFT NOW REMAINED ON HER BODY, A STRANGE SPECTACLE WAS SEEN, SUCH AS THEY DESERVE TO SUFFER WHO DO SUCH DEEDS. A SERPENT APPEARED FROM SOME QUARTER AND DEALT THE STEWARD A SINGLE BITE AND SLEW HIM: BUT THE YOUNG MAN IT DID NOT STRIKE; BUT COILED ABOUT HIS FEET, HISSING TERRIBLY, AND WHEN HE FELL, MOUNTED ON HIS BODY AND SAT UPON HIM. 
72 NOW ON THE NEXT DAY JOHN CAME, ACCOMPANIED BY ANDRONICUS AND THE BRETHREN, TO THE SEPULCHER AT DAWN, IT BEING NOW THE THIRD DAY FROM DRUSIANA'S DEATH, THAT WE MIGHT BREAK BREAD THERE. AND FIRST, WHEN THEY SET OUT, THE KEYS WERE SOUGHT FOR AND COULD NOT BE FOUND; BUT JOHN SAID TO ANDRONICUS: IT IS QUITE RIGHT THAT THEY SHOULD BE LOST, FOR DRUSIANA IS NOT IN THE SEPULCHRE; NEVERTHELESS, LET US GO, THAT THOU MAYEST NOT BE NEGLECTFUL, AND THE DOORS SHALL BE OPENED OF THEMSELVES, EVEN AS THE LORD HATH DONE FOR US MANY SUCH THINGS. 
73 AND WHEN WE WERE AT THE PLACE, AT THE COMMANDMENT OF THE MASTER, THE DOORS WERE OPENED, AND WE SAW BY THE TOMB OF DRUSIANA A BEAUTIFUL YOUTH, SMILING: AND JOHN, WHEN HE SAW HIM, CRIED OUT AND SAID: ART THOU COME BEFORE US HITHER TOO, BEAUTIFUL ONE? AND FOR WHAT CAUSE? AND WE HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO HIM: FOR DRUSIANA'S SAKE, WHOM THOU ART TO RAISE UP-FOR I WAS WITHIN A LITTLE OF FINDING HER [SHAMED] - AND FOR HIS SAKE THAT LIETH DEAD BESIDE HER TOMB. AND WHEN THE BEAUTIFUL ONE HAD SAID THIS UNTO JOHN, HE WENT UP INTO THE HEAVENS IN THE SIGHT OF US ALL. AND JOHN, TURNING TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SEPULCHRE, SAW A YOUNG MAN-EVEN CALLIMACHUS, ONE, OF THE CHIEF OF THE EPHESIANS-AND A HUGE SERPENT SLEEPING UPON HIM, AND THE STEWARD OF ANDRONICUS, FORTUNATUS BY NAME, LYING DEAD. AND AT THE SIGHT OF THE TWO HE STOOD PERPLEXED, SAYING TO THE BRETHREN: WHAT MEANETH SUCH A SIGHT? OR WHEREFORE HATH NOT THE LORD DECLARED UNTO ME WHAT WAS DONE HERE, HE WHO HATH NEVER NEGLECTED ME? 
74 AND ANDRONICUS SEEING THOSE CORPSES, LEAPT UP AND WENT TO DRUSIANA'S TOMB, AND SEEING HER LYING IN HER SHIFT ONLY, SAID TO JOHN: I UNDERSTAND WHAT HAS HAPPENED, THOU BLESSED SERVANT OF GOD, JOHN. THIS CALLIMACHUS WAS ENAMOURED OF MY SISTER; AND BECAUSE HE NEVER WON HER, THOUGH HE OFTEN ASSAYED IT, HE HATH BRIBED THIS MINE ACCURSED STEWARD WITH A GREAT SUM, PERCHANCE DESIGNING, AS NOW WE MAY SEE, TO FULFIL BY HIS MEANS THE TRAGEDY OF HIS CONSPIRACY, FOR INDEED CALLIMACHUS AVOWED THIS TO MANY, SAYING: IF SHE WILL NOT CONSENT TO ME WHEN LIVING, SHE SHALL BE OUTRAGED WHEN DEAD. AND IT MAY BE, MASTER, THAT THE BEAUTIFUL ONE KNEW IT AND SUFFERED NOT HER BODY TO BE INSULTED, AND THEREFORE HAVE THESE DIED WHO MADE THAT ATTEMPT. AND CAN IT BE THAT THE VOICE THAT SAID UNTO THEE, 'RAISE UP DRUSIANA', FORESHOWED THIS? BECAUSE SHE DEPARTED OUT OF THIS LIFE IN SORROW OF MIND. BUT I BELIEVE HIM THAT SAID THAT THIS IS ONE OF THE MEN THAT HAVE GONE ASTRAY; FOR THOU WAST BIDDEN TO RAISE HIM UP: FOR AS TO THE OTHER, I KNOW THAT HE IS UNWORTHY OF SALVATION. BUT THIS ONE THING I BEG OF THEE: RAISE UP CALLIMACHUS FIRST, AND HE WILL CONFESS TO US WHAT IS COME ABOUT. 
75 AND JOHN, LOOKING UPON THE BODY, SAID TO THE VENOMOUS BEAST: GET THEE AWAY FROM HIM THAT IS TO BE A SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST; AND STOOD UP AND PRAYED OVER HIM THUS: O GOD WHOSE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS GLORIFIED BY US, AS OF RIGHT: O GOD WHO SUBDUEST EVERY INJURIOUS FORCE: O GOD WHOSE WILL IS ACCOMPLISHED, WHO ALWAYS HEAREST US: NOW ALSO LET THY GIFT BE ACCOMPLISHED IN THIS YOUNG MAN; AND IF THERE BE ANY DISPENSATION TO BE WROUGHT THROUGH HIM, MANIFEST IT UNTO US WHEN HE IS RAISED UP. AND STRAIGHTWAY THE YOUNG MAN ROSE UP, AND FOR A WHOLE HOUR KEPT SILENCE. 
76 BUT WHEN HE CAME TO HIS RIGHT SENSES, JOHN ASKED OF HIM ABOUT HIS ENTRY INTO THE SEPULCHER, WHAT IT MEANT, AND LEARNING FROM HIM THAT WHICH ANDRONICUS HAD TOLD HIM, NAMELY, THAT HE WAS ENAMORED OF DRUSIANA, JOHN INQUIRED OF HIM AGAIN IF HE HAD FULFILLED HIS FOUL INTENT, TO INSULT A BODY FULL OF HOLINESS. AND HE ANSWERED HIM: HOW COULD I ACCOMPLISH IT WHEN THIS FEARFUL BEAST STRUCK DOWN FORTUNATUS AT A BLOW IN MY SIGHT: AND RIGHTLY, SINCE HE ENCOURAGED MY FRENZY, WHEN I WAS ALREADY CURED OF THAT UNREASONABLE AND HORRIBLE MADNESS: BUT ME IT STOPPED WITH AFFRIGHT, AND BROUGHT ME TO THAT PLIGHT IN WHICH YE SAW ME BEFORE I AROSE. AND ANOTHER THING YET MORE WONDROUS I WILL TELL THEE, WHICH YET WENT NIGH TO SLAY AND WAS WITHIN A LITTLE OF MAKING ME A CORPSE. WHEN MY SOUL WAS STIRRED UP WITH FOLLY AND THE UNCONTROLLABLE MALADY WAS TROUBLING ME, AND I HAD NOW TORN AWAY THE GRAVE-CLOTHES IN WHICH SHE WAS CLAD, AND I HAD THEN COME OUT OF THE GRAVE AND LAID THEM AS THOU SEEST, I WENT AGAIN TO MY UNHOLY WORK: AND I SAW A BEAUTIFUL YOUTH COVERING HER WITH HIS MANTLE, AND FROM HIS EYES SPARKS OF LIGHT CAME FORTH UNTO HER EYES; AND HE UTTERED WORDS TO ME, SAYING: CALLIMACHUS, DIE THAT THOU MAYEST LIVE. NOW WHO HE WAS I KNEW NOT, O SERVANT OF GOD, BUT THAT NOW THOU HAST APPEARED HERE, I RECOGNIZE THAT HE WAS AN ANGEL OF GOD, THAT I KNOW WELL; AND THIS I KNOW OF A TRUTH THAT IT IS A TRUE GOD THAT IS PROCLAIMED BY THEE, AND OF IT I AM PERSUADED. BUT I BESEECH THEE, BE NOT SLACK TO DELIVER ME FROM THIS CALAMITY AND THIS FEARFUL CRIME, AND TO PRESENT ME UNTO THY GOD AS A MAN DECEIVED WITH A SHAMEFUL AND FOUL DECEIT. BESEECHING HELP THEREFORE OF THEE, I TAKE HOLD ON THY FEET. I WOULD BECOME ONE OF THEM THAT HOPE IN CHRIST, THAT THE VOICE MAY PROVE TRUE WHICH SAID TO ME, 'DIE THAT THOU MAYEST LIVE': AND THAT VOICE HATH ALSO FULFILLED ITS EFFECT, FOR HE IS DEAD, THAT FAITHLESS, DISORDERLY, [SEXUAL] GODLESS ONE [ATHEIST], AND I HAVE BEEN RAISED BY THEE, I WHO WILL BE FAITHFUL, GOD-FEARING, KNOWING THE TRUTH, WHICH I ENTREAT THEE MAY BE SHOWN ME BY THEE. 
77 AND JOHN, FILLED WITH GREAT GLADNESS AND PERCEIVING THE WHOLE SPECTACLE OF THE SALVATION OF MAN, SAID: WHAT THY POWER IS, LORD JESU [S] CHRIST, I KNOW NOT, BEWILDERED AS I AM AT THY MUCH COMPASSION AND BOUNDLESS LONG-SUFFERING. O WHAT A GREATNESS THAT CAME DOWN INTO BONDAGE! O UNSPEAKABLE LIBERTY BROUGHT INTO SLAVERY BY US! O INCOMPREHENSIBLE GLORY THAT IS COME UNTO US! THOU THAT HAST KEPT THE DEAD TABERNACLE SAFE FROM INSULT; THAT HAST REDEEMED THE MAN THAT STAINED HIMSELF WITH BLOOD AND CHASTENED THE SOUL OF HIM THAT WOULD [SEXUALLY] DEFILE THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIBLE BODY, FATHER [STEPHEN] THAT HAST HAD PITY AND COMPASSION ON THE MAN THAT CARED NOT FOR THEE; WE GLORIFY THEE, AND PRAISE AND BLESS AND THANK THY GREAT GOODNESS AND LONG-SUFFERING, O HOLY JESU [S], FOR THOU ONLY ART GOD, AND NONE ELSE: WHOSE IS THE MIGHT THAT CANNOT BE CONSPIRED AGAINST, NOW AND WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN. 
78 AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS JOHN TOOK CALLIMACHUS AND SALUTED (KISSED) HIM, SAYING: GLORY BE TO OUR GOD, MY CHILD, WHO HATH HAD MERCY ON THEE, AND MADE ME WORTHY TO GLORIFY HIS POWER, AND THEE ALSO BY A GOOD COURSE TO DEPART FROM THAT THINE ABOMINABLE MADNESS AND DRUNKENNESS, AND HATH CALLED THEE UNTO HIS OWN REST AND UNTO RENEWING OF LIFE. 
79 BUT ANDRONICUS, BEHOLDING THE DEAD CALLIMACHUS RAISED, BESOUGHT JOHN, WITH THE BRETHREN, TO RAISE UP DRUSIANA ALSO, SAYING: O JOHN, LET DRUSIANA ARISE AND SPEND HAPPILY THAT SHORT SPACE (OF LIFE) WHICH SHE GAVE UP THROUGH GRIEF ABOUT CALLIMACHUS, WHEN SHE THOUGHT SHE HAD BECOME A STUMBLING BLOCK TO HIM: AND WHEN THE LORD WILL, HE SHALL TAKE HER AGAIN TO HIMSELF. AND JOHN WITHOUT DELAY WENT UNTO HER TOMB AND TOOK HER HAND AND SAID: UPON THEE THAT ART THE ONLY GOD DO I CALL, THE MORE THAN GREAT, THE UNUTTERABLE, THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE: UNTO WHOM EVERY POWER OF PRINCIPALITIES IS SUBJECTED: UNTO WHOM ALL AUTHORITY BOWETH: BEFORE WHOM ALL PRIDE FALLETH DOWN AND KEEPETH SILENCE: WHOM DEVILS HEARING OF TREMBLE: WHOM ALL CREATION PERCEIVING KEEPETH ITS BOUNDS. LET THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BE GLORIFIED BY US, AND RAISE UP DRUSIANA, THAT CALLIMACHUS MAY YET MORE BE CONFIRMED UNTO THEE WHO DISPENSEST THAT WHICH UNTO MEN IS WITHOUT A WAY AND IMPOSSIBLE, BUT TO THEE ONLY POSSIBLE, EVEN SALVATION AND RESURRECTION: AND THAT DRUSIANA MAY NOW COME FORTH IN PEACE, HAVING ABOUT HER NOT ANY THE LEAST HINDRANCE -NOW THAT THE YOUNG MAN IS TURNED UNTO THEE- IN HER COURSE TOWARD THEE. 
80 AND AFTER THESE WORDS JOHN SAID UNTO DRUSIANA: DRUSIANA, ARISE. AND SHE AROSE AND CAME OUT OF THE TOMB; AND WHEN SHE SAW HERSELF IN HER SHIFT ONLY, SHE WAS PERPLEXED AT THE THING, AND LEARNED THE WHOLE ACCURATELY FROM ANDRONICUS, THE WHILE JOHN LAY UPON HIS FACE, AND CALLIMACHUS WITH VOICE AND TEARS GLORIFIED GOD, AND SHE ALSO REJOICED, GLORIFYING HIM IN LIKE MANNER. 
81 AND WHEN SHE HAD CLOTHED HERSELF, SHE TURNED AND SAW FORTUNATUS LYING, AND SAID UNTO JOHN: FATHER [STEPHEN], LET THIS MAN ALSO RISE, EVEN IF HE DID ASSAY TO BECOME MY BETRAYER. BUT CALLIMACHUS, WHEN HE HEARD HER SAY THAT, SAID: DO NOT, I BESEECH THEE, DRUSIANA, FOR THE VOICE WHICH I HEARD TOOK NO THOUGHT OF HIM, BUT DECLARED CONCERNING THEE ONLY, AND I SAW AND BELIEVED: FOR IF HE HAD BEEN GOOD, PERCHANCE GOD WOULD HAVE HAD MERCY ON HIM ALSO AND WOULD HAVE RAISED HIM BY MEANS OF THE BLESSED JOHN: HE KNEW THEREFORE THAT THE MAN WAS COME TO A BAD END [LAT. HE JUDGED HIM WORTHY TO DIE WHOM HE DID NOT DECLARE WORTHY TO RISE AGAIN]. AND JOHN SAID TO HIM: WE HAVE NOT LEARNED, MY CHILD, TO RENDER EVIL FOR EVIL: FOR GOD, THOUGH WE HAVE DONE MUCH ILL AND NO GOOD TOWARD HIM, HATH NOT GIVEN RETRIBUTION UNTO US, BUT REPENTANCE, AND THOUGH WE WERE IGNORANT OF HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HE DID NOT NEGLECT US BUT HAD MERCY ON US, AND WHEN WE BLASPHEMED HIM, HE DID NOT PUNISH BUT PITIED US, AND WHEN WE DISBELIEVED HIM HE BORE US NO GRUDGE, AND WHEN WE PERSECUTED HIS BRETHREN HE DID NOT RECOMPENSE US EVIL BUT PUT INTO OUR MINDS REPENTANCE AND ABSTINENCE FROM EVIL, AND EXHORTED US TO COME UNTO HIM, AS HE HATH THEE ALSO, MY SON CALLIMACHUS, AND NOT REMEMBERING THY FORMER EVIL HATH MADE THEE HIS SERVANT, WAITING UPON HIS MERCY. WHEREFORE IF THOU ALLOWEST NOT ME TO RAISE UP FORTUNATUS, IT IS FOR DRUSIANA SO TO DO. 
82 AND SHE, DELAYING NOT, WENT WITH REJOICING OF SPIRIT AND SOUL UNTO THE BODY OF FORTUNATUS AND SAID: JESU [S] CHRIST, GOD OF THE AGES, GOD OF TRUTH, THAT HAST GRANTED ME TO SEE WONDERS AND SIGNS, AND GIVEN TO ME TO BECOME PARTAKER OF THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THAT DIDST BREATHE THYSELF INTO ME WITH THY MANY-SHAPED COUNTENANCE, AND HADST MERCY ON ME IN MANY WAYS; THAT DIDST PROTECT ME BY THY GREAT GOODNESS WHEN I WAS OPPRESSED BY ANDRONICUS THAT WAS OF OLD MY HUSBAND; THAT DIDST GIVE ME THY SERVANT ANDRONICUS TO BE MY BROTHER; THAT HAST KEPT ME THINE HANDMAID PURE UNTO THIS DAY; THAT DIDST RAISE ME UP BY THY SERVANT JOHN, AND WHEN I WAS RAISED DIDST SHOW ME HIM THAT WAS MADE TO STUMBLE FREE FROM STUMBLING; THAT HAST GIVEN ME PERFECT REST IN THEE, AND LIGHTENED ME OF THE SECRET MADNESS; WHOM I HAVE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED AND AFFECTIONED: I PRAY THEE, O CHRIST, REFUSE NOT THY DRUSIANA THAT ASKETH THEE TO RAISE UP FORTUNATUS, EVEN THOUGH HE ASSAYED TO BECOME MY BETRAYER. 
83 AND TAKING THE HAND OF THE DEAD MAN SHE SAID: RISE UP, FORTUNATUS, IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND FORTUNATUS AROSE, AND WHEN HE SAW JOHN IN THE SEPULCHER, AND ANDRONICUS, AND DRUSIANA RAISED FROM THE DEAD, AND CALLIMACHUS A BELIEVER, AND THE REST OF THE BRETHREN GLORIFYING GOD, HE SAID: O, TO WHAT HAVE THE POWERS OF THESE CLEVER MEN ATTAINED! I DID NOT WANT TO BE RAISED, BUT WOULD RATHER DIE, SO AS NOT TO SEE THEM. AND WITH THESE WORDS HE FLED AND WENT OUT OF THE SEPULCHER. 
84 AND JOHN, WHEN HE SAW THE UNCHANGED MIND (SOUL) OF FORTUNATUS, SAID: O NATURE THAT IS NOT CHANGED FOR THE BETTER! O FOUNTAIN OF THE SOUL THAT ABIDETH IN FOULNESS! O ESSENCE OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION FULL OF DARKNESS! O DEATH EXULTING IN THEM THAT ARE THINE! O FRUITLESS TREE FULL OF FIRE! O TREE THAT BEAREST COALS FOR FRUIT! O MATTER THAT DWELLEST WITH THE MADNESS OF MATTER (AL. O WOOD OF TREES FULL OF UNWHOLESOME SHOOTS) AND NEIGHBOUR OF UNBELIEF! THOU HAST PROVED WHO THOU ART, AND THOU ART ALWAYS CONVICTED, WITH THY CHILDREN. AND THOU KNOWEST NOT HOW TO PRAISE THE BETTER THINGS: FOR THOU HAST THEM NOT. THEREFORE, SUCH AS IS THY WAY (FRUIT), SUCH ALSO IS THY ROOT AND THY NATURE. BE THOU DESTROYED FROM AMONG THEM THAT TRUST IN THE LORD: FROM THEIR THOUGHTS, FROM THEIR MIND, FROM THEIR SOULS, FROM THEIR BODIES, FROM THEIR ACTS) THEIR LIFE, THEIR CONVERSATION, FROM THEIR BUSINESS, THEIR OCCUPATIONS, THEIR COUNSEL, FROM THE RESURRECTION UNTO (OR REST IN) GOD, FROM THEIR SWEET SAVOUR WHEREIN THOU WILT [NOT] SHARE, FROM THEIR FAITH, THEIR PRAYERS, FROM THE HOLY BATH, FROM THE EUCHARIST, FROM THE FOOD OF THE FLESH, FROM DRINK, FROM CLOTHING, FROM [SEXLESS] LOVE, FROM CARE, FROM [SEXUAL] ABSTINENCE, FROM RIGHTEOUSNESS: FROM ALL THESE, THOU MOST UNHOLY SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], [SEXUAL] ENEMY OF GOD, SHALL JESUS CHRIST OUR GOD AND [THE JUDGE] OF ALL THAT ARE LIKE THEE AND HAVE THY CHARACTER, MAKE THEE TO PERISH. 
85 AND HAVING THUS SAID, JOHN PRAYED, AND TOOK BREAD AND BARE IT INTO THE SEPULCHER TO BREAK IT; AND SAID: WE GLORIFY THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHICH CONVERTETH US FROM [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] AND RUTHLESS DECEIT: WE GLORIFY THEE WHO HAST SHOWN BEFORE OUR EYES THAT WHICH WE HAVE SEEN: WE BEAR WITNESS TO THY LOVING-KINDNESS WHICH APPEARETH IN DIVERS WAYS: WE PRAISE THY MERCIFUL NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], O LORD (WE THANK THEE), WHO HAST CONVICTED THEM THAT ARE CONVICTED OF THEE: WE GIVE THANKS TO THEE, O LORD JESU [S] CHRIST, THAT WE ARE PERSUADED OF THY [GRACE] WHICH IS UNCHANGING: WE GIVE THANKS TO THEE WHO HADST NEED OF OUR NATURE THAT SHOULD BE SAVED: WE GIVE THANKS TO THEE THAT HAST GIVEN US THIS SURE [FAITH], FOR THOU ART [GOD] ALONE, BOTH NOW AND EVER. WE THY SERVANTS GIVE THEE THANKS, O HOLY ONE, WHO ARE ASSEMBLED WITH [GOOD] INTENT AND ARE GATHERED OUT OF THE WORLD (OR RISEN FROM DEATH). 
86 AND HAVING SO PRAYED AND GIVEN GLORY TO GOD, HE WENT OUT OF THE SEPULCHER AFTER IMPARTING UNTO ALL THE BRETHREN OF THE EUCHARIST OF THE LORD. AND WHEN HE WAS COME UNTO ANDRONICUS' HOUSE HE SAID TO THE BRETHREN: BRETHREN, A SPIRIT WITHIN ME HATH DIVINED THAT FORTUNATUS IS ABOUT TO DIE OF BLACKNESS (POISONING OF THE BLOOD) FROM THE BITE OF THE SERPENT; BUT LET SOME ONE GO, QUICKLY AND LEARN IF IT IS SO INDEED. AND ONE OF THE YOUNG MEN RAN AND FOUND HIM DEAD AND THE BLACKNESS SPREADING OVER HIM, AND IT HAD REACHED HIS HEART: AND CAME AND TOLD JOHN THAT HE HAD BEEN DEAD THREE HOURS. AND JOHN SAID: THOU HAST THY CHILD, O DEVIL. 'JOHN THEREFORE WAS WITH THE BRETHREN REJOICING IN THE LORD.' THIS SENTENCE IS IN THE BEST MANUSCRIPT. IN BONNET'S EDITION IT INTRODUCES THE LAST SECTION OF THE ACTS, WHICH FOLLOWS IMMEDIATELY IN THE MANUSCRIPT. IT MAY BELONG TO EITHER EPISODE. THE LATIN HAS: AND THAT DAY HE SPENT JOYFULLY WITH THE BRETHREN. THERE CANNOT BE MUCH OF A GAP BETWEEN THIS AND THE NEXT SECTION, WHICH IS PERHAPS THE MOST INTERESTING IN THE ACTS. THE GREATER PART OF THIS EPISODE IS PRESERVED ONLY IN ONE VERY CORRUPT FOURTEENTH-CENTURY MANUSCRIPT AT VIENNA. TWO IMPORTANT PASSAGES (93-5 (PART) AND 97-8 (PART)) WERE READ AT THE SECOND NICENE COUNCIL AND ARE PRESERVED IN THE ACTS THEREOF: A FEW LINES OF THE HYMN ARE ALSO CITED IN LATIN BY AUGUSTINE (EP. 237 (253) TO CERETIUS): HE FOUND IT CURRENT SEPARATELY AMONG THE PRISCILLIANISTS. THE WHOLE DISCOURSE IS THE BEST POPULAR EXPOSITION WE HAVE OF THE DOCETIC VIEW OF OUR LORD'S [SEXLESS] PERSON. 
87 THOSE THAT WERE PRESENT INQUIRED THE CAUSE, AND WERE ESPECIALLY PERPLEXED, BECAUSE DRUSIANA HAD SAID: THE LORD APPEARED UNTO ME IN THE TOMB IN THE LIKENESS OF JOHN, AND IN THAT OF A YOUTH. FORASMUCH, THEREFORE, AS THEY WERE PERPLEXED AND WERE, IN A MANNER, NOT YET STABLISHED IN THE FAITH, SO AS TO ENDURE IT STEADFASTLY, JOHN SAID (OR JOHN BEARING IT PATIENTLY, SAID): 
88 MEN AND BRETHREN, YE HAVE SUFFERED NOTHING STRANGE OR INCREDIBLE AS CONCERNING YOUR PERCEPTION OF THE [LORD], INASMUCH AS WE ALSO, WHOM HE CHOSE FOR HIMSELF TO BE APOSTLES, WERE TRIED IN MANY WAYS: I, INDEED, AM NEITHER ABLE TO SET FORTH UNTO YOU NOR TO WRITE THE THINGS WHICH I BOTH SAW AND HEARD: AND NOW IS IT NEEDFUL THAT I SHOULD FIT THEM FOR YOUR HEARING; AND ACCORDING AS EACH OF YOU IS ABLE TO CONTAIN IT I WILL IMPART UNTO YOU THOSE THINGS WHEREOF YE ARE ABLE TO BECOME HEARERS, THAT YE MAY SEE THE GLORY THAT IS ABOUT HIM, WHICH WAS AND IS, BOTH NOW AND FOR EVER. FOR WHEN HE HAD CHOSEN PETER AND ANDREW, WHICH WERE BRETHREN, HE COMETH UNTO ME AND JAMES MY BROTHER, SAYING: I HAVE NEED OF YOU, COME UNTO ME. AND MY BROTHER HEARING THAT, SAID: JOHN, WHAT WOULD THIS CHILD HAVE THAT IS UPON THE SEA-SHORE AND CALLED US? AND I SAID: WHAT CHILD? AND HE SAID TO ME AGAIN: THAT WHICH BECKONETH TO US. AND I ANSWERED: BECAUSE OF OUR LONG WATCH WE HAVE KEPT AT SEA, THOU SEEST NOT ARIGHT, MY BROTHER JAMES; BUT SEEST THOU NOT THE MAN THAT STANDETH THERE, COMELY AND FAIR AND OF A CHEERFUL COUNTENANCE? BUT HE SAID TO ME: HIM I SEE NOT, BROTHER; BUT LET US GO FORTH AND WE SHALL SEE WHAT HE WOULD HAVE. 
89 AND SO WHEN WE HAD BROUGHT THE SHIP TO LAND, WE SAW HIM ALSO HELPING ALONG WITH US TO SETTLE THE SHIP: AND WHEN WE DEPARTED FROM THAT PLACE, BEING MINDED TO FOLLOW HIM, AGAIN HE WAS SEEN OF ME AS HAVING RATHER BALD, BUT THE BEARD THICK AND FLOWING, BUT OF JAMES AS A YOUTH WHOSE BEARD WAS NEWLY COME. WE WERE THEREFORE PERPLEXED, BOTH OF US, AS TO WHAT THAT WHICH WE HAD SEEN SHOULD MEAN. AND AFTER THAT, AS WE FOLLOWED HIM, BOTH OF US WERE BY LITTLE AND LITTLE [YET MORE] PERPLEXED AS WE CONSIDERED THE MATTER. YET UNTO ME THERE THEN APPEARED THIS YET MORE WONDERFUL THING: FOR I WOULD TRY TO SEE HIM PRIVILY, AND I NEVER AT ANY TIME SAW HIS EYES CLOSING (WINKING), BUT ONLY OPEN. AND OFT-TIMES HE WOULD APPEAR TO ME AS A SMALL MAN AND UNCOMELY, AND THEN AGAINT AS ONE REACHING UNTO HEAVEN. ALSO, THERE WAS IN HIM ANOTHER MARVEL: WHEN I SAT AT MEAT, HE WOULD TAKE ME UPON HIS OWN BREAST; AND SOMETIMES HIS BREAST WAS FELT OF ME TO BE SMOOTH AND TENDER, AND SOMETIMES HARD LIKE UNTO STONES, SO THAT I WAS PERPLEXED IN MYSELF AND SAID: WHEREFORE IS THIS SO UNTO ME? AND AS I CONSIDERED THIS, HE… 
90 AND AT ANOTHER TIME HE TAKETH WITH HIM ME AND JAMES AND PETER UNTO THE MOUNTAIN WHERE HE WAS WONT TO PRAY, AND WE SAW IN HIM A LIGHT SUCH AS IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR A MAN THAT USETH [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIBLE (MORTAL) SPEECH TO DESCRIBE WHAT IT WAS LIKE. AGAIN, IN LIKE MANNER HE BRINGETH US THREE UP INTO THE MOUNTAIN, SAYING: COME YE WITH ME. AND WE WENT AGAIN: AND WE SAW HIM AT A DISTANCE PRAYING. I, THEREFORE, BECAUSE HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ME, DREW NIGH UNTO HIM SOFTLY, AS THOUGH HE COULD NOT SEE ME, AND STOOD LOOKING UPON HIS HINDER PARTS: AND I SAW THAT HE WAS NOT IN ANY WISE CLAD WITH GARMENTS, BUT WAS SEEN OF US NAKED, AND NOT IN ANY WISE AS A MAN, AND THAT HIS FEET WERE WHITER THAN ANY SNOW, SO THAT THE EARTH THERE WAS LIGHTED UP BY HIS FEET, AND THAT HIS HEAD TOUCHED THE HEAVEN: SO THAT I WAS AFRAID AND CRIED OUT, AND HE, TURNING ABOUT, APPEARED AS A MAN OF SMALL STATURE, AND CAUGHT HOLD ON MY BEARD AND PULLED IT AND SAID TO ME: JOHN, BE NOT FAITHLESS BUT BELIEVING, AND NOT CURIOUS. AND I SAID UNTO HIM: BUT WHAT HAVE I DONE, LORD? AND I SAY UNTO YOU, BRETHREN, I SUFFERED SO GREAT PAIN IN THAT PLACE WHERE HE TOOK HOLD ON MY BEARD FOR THIRTY DAYS, THAT I SAID TO HIM: LORD, IF THY TWITCH WHEN THOU WAST IN SPORT HATH GIVEN ME SO GREAT PAIN, WHAT WERE IT IF THOU HADST GIVEN ME A BUFFET? AND HE SAID UNTO ME: LET IT BE THINE HENCEFORTH NOT TO [SEXUALLY] TEMPT HIM THAT CANNOT BE [SEXUALLY] TEMPTED [JAMES 1:13]. 
91 BUT PETER AND JAMES WERE WROTH BECAUSE I SPOKE WITH THE LORD, AND BECKONED UNTO ME THAT I SHOULD COME UNTO THEM AND LEAVE THE LORD ALONE. AND I WENT, AND THEY BOTH SAID UNTO ME: HE (THE OLD MAN) THAT WAS SPEAKING WITH THE LORD UPON THE TOP OF THE MOUNT, WHO WAS HE? FOR WE HEARD BOTH OF THEM SPEAKING. AND I, HAVING IN MIND HIS GREAT GRACE, AND HIS UNITY WHICH HATH MANY FACES, AND HIS WISDOM WHICH WITHOUT CEASING LOOKETH UPON US, SAID: THAT SHALL YE LEARN IF YE INQUIRE OF HIM. 
92 AGAIN, ONCE WHEN ALL WE HIS DISCIPLES WERE AT GENNESARET SLEEPING IN ONE HOUSE, I ALONE HAVING WRAPPED MYSELF IN MY MANTLE, WATCHED (OR WATCHED FROM BENEATH MY MANTLE) WHAT HE SHOULD DO: AND FIRST I HEARD HIM SAY: JOHN, GO THOU TO SLEEP. AND I THEREON FEIGNING TO SLEEP SAW ANOTHER LIKE UNTO HIM [SLEEPING], WHOM ALSO I HEARD SAY UNTO MY LORD: JESUS, THEY WHOM THOU HAST CHOSEN BELIEVE NOT YET ON THEE (OR DO THEY NOT YET). AND MY LORD SAID UNTO HIM: THOU SAYEST WELL: FOR THEY ARE MEN. 
93 ANOTHER GLORY ALSO WILL I TELL YOU, BRETHREN: SOMETIMES WHEN I WOULD LAY HOLD ON HIM, I MET WITH A MATERIAL AND SOLID BODY, AND AT OTHER TIMES, AGAIN, WHEN I FELT HIM, THE SUBSTANCE WAS IMMATERIAL AND AS IF IT EXISTED NOT AT ALL. AND IF AT ANY TIME HE WERE BIDDEN BY SOME ONE OF THE PHARISEES AND WENT TO THE BIDDING, WE WENT WITH HIM, AND THERE WAS SET BEFORE EACH ONE OF US A LOAF BY THEM THAT HAD BIDDEN US, AND WITH US HE ALSO RECEIVED ONE; AND HIS OWN HE WOULD BLESS AND PART IT AMONG US: AND OF THAT LITTLE EVERY ONE WAS FILLED, AND OUR OWN LOAVES WERE SAVED WHOLE, SO THAT THEY WHICH BADE HIM WERE AMAZED. AND OFTENTIMES WHEN I WALKED WITH HIM, I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO SEE THE PRINT OF HIS FOOT, WHETHER IT APPEARED ON THE EARTH; FOR I SAW HIM AS IT WERE LIFTING HIMSELF UP FROM THE EARTH: AND I NEVER SAW IT. AND THESE THINGS I SPEAK UNTO YOU, BRETHREN, FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF YOUR FAITH TOWARD HIM; FOR WE MUST AT THE PRESENT KEEP SILENCE CONCERNING HIS MIGHTY AND WONDERFUL WORKS, INASMUCH AS THEY ARE UNSPEAKABLE AND, IT MAY BE, CANNOT AT ALL BE EITHER UTTERED OR HEARD. 
[bookmark: 94]94 NOW BEFORE HE WAS TAKEN BY THE [SEXUALLY] LAWLESS JEWS, WHO ALSO WERE GOVERNED BY (HAD THEIR [SEXUAL] LAW FROM) THE [SEXUALLY] LAWLESS SERPENT, HE GATHERED ALL OF US TOGETHER AND SAID: BEFORE I AM DELIVERED UP UNTO THEM LET US SING A HYMN TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND SO GO FORTH TO THAT WHICH LIETH BEFORE US. HE BADE US THEREFORE MAKE AS IT WERE A RING, HOLDING ONE ANOTHER'S HANDS, AND HIMSELF STANDING IN THE MIDST HE SAID: ANSWER AMEN UNTO ME. HE BEGAN, THEN, TO SING A HYMN AND TO SAY: 
GLORY BE TO THEE, FATHER [STEPHEN].
AND WE, GOING ABOUT IN A RING, ANSWERED HIM: AMEN.
GLORY BE TO THEE, WORD: GLORY BE TO THEE, GRACE. AMEN.
GLORY BE TO THEE, SPIRIT: GLORY BE TO THEE, HOLY ONE:
GLORY BE TO THY GLORY. AMEN.
WE PRAISE THEE, O FATHER [STEPHEN], WE GIVE THANKS TO THEE, O LIGHT, WHEREIN DARKNESS
DWELLETH NOT. AMEN.
95 NOW WHEREAS (OR WHEREFORE) WE GIVE THANKS, I SAY:
I WOULD BE SAVED, AND I WOULD SAVE. AMEN.
I WOULD BE LOOSED, AND I WOULD LOOSE. AMEN.
I WOULD BE WOUNDED, AND I WOULD WOUND. AMEN.
I WOULD BE BORN, AND I WOULD BEAR. AMEN.
I WOULD EAT, AND I WOULD BE EATEN. AMEN.
I WOULD HEAR, AND I WOULD BE HEARD. AMEN.
I WOULD BE THOUGHT, BEING WHOLLY THOUGHT. AMEN.
I WOULD BE WASHED, AND I WOULD WASH. AMEN.
GRACE DANCETH. I WOULD PIPE; DANCE YE ALL. AMEN.
I WOULD MOURN: LAMENT YE ALL. AMEN.
THE NUMBER EIGHT (LIT. ONE OGDOAD) SINGETH PRAISE WITH US. AMEN.
THE NUMBER TWELVE DANCETH ON HIGH. AMEN.
THE WHOLE ON HIGH HATH PART IN OUR DANCING. AMEN.
WHOSO DANCETH NOT, KNOWETH NOT WHAT COMETH TO PASS. AMEN.
I WOULD FLEE, AND I WOULD STAY. AMEN.
I WOULD ADORN, AND I WOULD BE ADORNED. AMEN.
I WOULD BE UNITED, AND I WOULD UNITE. AMEN.
A HOUSE I HAVE NOT, AND I HAVE HOUSES. AMEN.
A PLACE I HAVE NOT, AND I HAVE PLACES. AMEN.
A TEMPLE I HAVE NOT, AND I HAVE TEMPLES. AMEN.
A LAMP AM I TO THEE THAT BEHOLDEST ME. AMEN.
A MIRROR AM I TO THEE THAT PERCEIVEST ME. AMEN.
A DOOR AM I TO THEE THAT KNOCKEST AT ME. AMEN.
A WAY AM I TO THEE A WAYFARER. [AMEN].
96 NOW ANSWER THOU (OR AS THOU RESPONDEST) UNTO MY DANCING. BEHOLD THYSELF IN ME WHO SPEAK, AND SEEING WHAT I DO, KEEP SILENCE ABOUT MY MYSTERIES. THOU THAT DANCEST, PERCEIVE WHAT I DO, FOR THINE IS THIS [SEXUAL] PASSION OF THE MANHOOD, WHICH I AM ABOUT TO SUFFER. FOR THOU COULDEST NOT AT ALL HAVE UNDERSTOOD WHAT THOU SUFFEREST IF I HAD NOT BEEN SENT UNTO THEE, AS THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THOU THAT SAWEST WHAT I SUFFER SAWEST ME AS SUFFERING, AND SEEING IT THOU DIDST NOT ABIDE BUT WERT WHOLLY MOVED, MOVED TO MAKE WISE. THOU HAST ME AS A BED, REST UPON ME. WHO I AM, THOU SHALT KNOW WHEN I DEPART. WHAT NOW I AM SEEN TO BE, THAT I AM NOT. THOU SHALT SEE WHEN THOU COMEST. IF THOU HADST KNOWN HOW TO SUFFER, THOU WOULDEST HAVE BEEN ABLE NOT TO SUFFER. LEARN THOU TO SUFFER, AND THOU SHALT BE ABLE NOT TO SUFFER. WHAT THOU KNOWEST NOT, I MYSELF WILL TEACH THEE. THY GOD AM I, NOT THE GOD OF THE TRAITOR. I WOULD KEEP TUNE WITH HOLY SOULS. IN ME KNOW THOU THE WORD OF WISDOM. AGAIN, WITH ME SAY THOU: GLORY BE TO THEE, FATHER [STEPHEN], GLORY TO THEE, WORD; GLORY TO THEE, HOLY GHOST. AND IF THOU WOULDST KNOW CONCERNING ME, WHAT I WAS, KNOW THAT WITH A WORD DID I DECEIVE ALL THINGS AND I WAS NO WHIT DECEIVED. I HAVE LEAPED: BUT DO THOU UNDERSTAND THE WHOLE, AND HAVING UNDERSTOOD IT, SAY: GLORY BE TO THEE, FATHER [STEPHEN]. AMEN. 
[bookmark: 97]97 THUS, MY BELOVED, HAVING DANCED WITH US THE LORD WENT FORTH. AND WE AS MEN GONE ASTRAY OR DAZED WITH SLEEP FLED THIS WAY AND THAT. I, THEN, WHEN I SAW HIM SUFFER, DID NOT EVEN ABIDE BY HIS SUFFERING, BUT FLED UNTO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, WEEPING AT THAT WHICH HAD BEFALLEN. AND WHEN HE WAS CRUCIFIED ON THE FRIDAY, AT THE SIXTH HOUR OF THE DAY, DARKNESS CAME UPON ALL THE EARTH. AND MY LORD STANDING IN THE MIDST OF THE CAVE AND ENLIGHTENING IT, SAID: JOHN, UNTO THE MULTITUDE BELOW IN JERUSALEM I AM BEING CRUCIFIED AND PIERCED WITH LANCES AND REEDS, AND GALL AND VINEGAR IS GIVEN ME TO DRINK. BUT UNTO THEE I SPEAK, AND WHAT I SPEAK HEAR THOU. I PUT IT INTO THY MIND TO COME UP INTO THIS MOUNTAIN, THAT THOU MIGHTEST HEAR THOSE THINGS WHICH IT BEHOVETH A DISCIPLE TO LEARN FROM HIS TEACHER AND A MAN FROM HIS GOD. 
[bookmark: 98]98 AND HAVING THUS SPOKEN, HE SHOWED ME A CROSS OF LIGHT FIXED (SET UP), AND ABOUT THE CROSS A GREAT MULTITUDE, NOT HAVING ONE FORM: AND IN IT (THE CROSS) WAS ONE FORM AND ONE LIKENESST [SO THE MS.; I WOULD READ: AND THEREIN WAS ONE FORM AND ONE LIKENESS: AND IN THE CROSS ANOTHER MULTITUDE, NOT HAVING ONE FORM]. AND THE LORD HIMSELF I BEHELD ABOVE THE CROSS, NOT HAVING ANY SHAPE, BUT ONLY A VOICE: AND A VOICE NOT SUCH AS WAS FAMILIAR TO US, BUT ONE SWEET AND KIND AND TRULY OF GOD, SAYING UNTO ME: JOHN, IT IS NEEDFUL THAT ONE SHOULD HEAR THESE THINGS FROM ME, FOR I HAVE NEED OF ONE THAT WILL HEAR. THIS CROSS OF LIGHT IS SOMETIMES CALLED THE (OR A) WORD BY ME FOR YOUR SAKES, SOMETIMES MIND, SOMETIMES JESUS, SOMETIMES CHRIST, SOMETIMES DOOR, SOMETIMES A WAY, SOMETIMES BREAD, SOMETIMES SEED, SOMETIMES RESURRECTION, SOMETIMES SON, SOMETIMES FATHER [STEPHEN], SOMETIMES SPIRIT, SOMETIMES LIFE, SOMETIMES TRUTH, SOMETIMES FAITH, SOMETIMES GRACE. AND BY THESE NAMES IT IS CALLED AS TOWARD MEN: BUT THAT WHICH IT IS IN TRUTH, AS CONCEIVED OF IN ITSELF AND AS SPOKEN OF UNTO YOU (MS. US), IT IS THE MARKING-OFF OF ALL THINGS, AND THE FIRM UPLIFTING OF THINGS FIXED OUT OF THINGS UNSTABLE, AND THE HARMONY OF WISDOM, AND INDEED WISDOM IN HARMONY [THIS LAST CLAUSE IN THE MS. IS JOINED TO THE NEXT: 'AND BEING WISDOM IN HARMONY']. THERE ARE [PLACES] OF THE RIGHT HAND AND THE LEFT, POWERS ALSO, AUTHORITIES, LORDSHIPS AND DEMONS, WORKINGS, THREATENING’S, WRATHS, DEVILS, SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], AND THE LOWER ROOT WHENCE THE [SEXUAL] NATURE OF THE THINGS THAT COME INTO BEING PROCEEDED. 
99 THIS CROSS, THEN, IS THAT WHICH FIXED ALL THINGS APART (AL. JOINED ALL THINGS UNTO ITSELF) BY THE (OR A) WORD, AND SEPARATE OFF THE THINGS THAT ARE FROM THOSE THAT ARE BELOW (LIT. THE THINGS FROM BIRTH AND BELOW IT), AND THEN ALSO, BEING ONE, STREAMED FORTH INTO ALL THINGS (OR, MADE ALL FLOW FORTH. I SUGGESTED: COMPACTED ALL INTO [ONE]). BUT THIS IS NOT THE CROSS OF WOOD WHICH THOU WILT SEE WHEN THOU GOEST DOWN HENCE: NEITHER AM I HE THAT IS ON THE CROSS, WHOM NOW THOU SEEST NOT, BUT ONLY HEAREST HIS (OR A) VOICE. I WAS RECKONED TO BE THAT WHICH I AM NOT, NOT BEING WHAT I WAS UNTO MANY OTHERS: BUT THEY WILL CALL ME (SAY OF ME) SOMETHING ELSE WHICH IS VILE AND NOT WORTHY OF ME. AS, THEN, THE PLACE OF REST IS NEITHER SEEN NOR SPOKEN OF, MUCH MORE SHALL I, THE LORD THEREOF, BE NEITHER SEEN [NOR OF SPOKEN]. 
100 NOW THE MULTITUDE OF ONE ASPECT (AL. [NOT] OF ONE ASPECT) THAT IS ABOUT THE CROSS IS THE LOWER NATURE: AND THEY WHOM THOU SEEST IN THE CROSS, IF THEY HAVE NOT ONE FORM, IT IS BECAUSE NOT YET HATH EVERY MEMBER OF HIM THAT CAME DOWN BEEN COMPREHENDED. BUT WHEN THE HUMAN NATURE (OR THE UPPER NATURE) IS TAKEN UP, AND THE RACE WHICH DRAWETH NEAR UNTO ME AND OBEYETH MY VOICE, HE THAT NOW HEARETH ME SHALL BE UNITED THEREWITH, AND SHALL NO MORE BE THAT WHICH NOW HE IS, BUT ABOVE THEM, AS I ALSO NOW AM. FOR SO LONG AS THOU CALLEST NOT THYSELF MINE, I AM NOT THAT WHICH I AM (OR WAS): BUT IF THOU HEAR ME, THOU, HEARING, SHALT BE AS I AM, AND I SHALL BE THAT WHICH I WAS, WHEN I [HAVE]THEE AS I AM WITH MYSELF. FOR FROM ME THOU ART THAT (WHICH I AM). CARE NOT THEREFORE FOR THE MANY, AND THEM THAT ARE OUTSIDE THE MYSTERY DESPISE; FOR KNOW THOU THAT I AM WHOLLY WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WITH ME. 
101 NOTHING, THEREFORE, OF THE THINGS WHICH THEY WILL SAY OF ME HAVE I SUFFERED: NAY, THAT SUFFERING ALSO WHICH I SHOWED UNTO THEE AND THE REST IN THE DANCE, I WILL THAT IT BE CALLED A MYSTERY. FOR WHAT THOU ART, THOU SEEST, FOR I SHOWED IT THEE; BUT WHAT I AM I ALONE KNOW, AND NO MAN ELSE. SUFFER ME THEN TO KEEP THAT WHICH IS MINE, AND THAT WHICH IS THINE BEHOLD THOU THROUGH ME, AND BEHOLD ME IN TRUTH, THAT I AM, NOT WHAT I SAID, BUT WHAT THOU ART ABLE TO KNOW, BECAUSE THOU ART AKIN THERETO. THOU HEAREST THAT I SUFFERED, YET DID I NOT SUFFER; THAT I SUFFERED NOT, YET DID I SUFFER; THAT I WAS PIERCED, YET I WAS NOT SMITTEN; HANGED, AND I WAS NOT HANGED; THAT BLOOD FLOWED FROM ME, AND IT FLOWED NOT; AND, IN A WORD, WHAT THEY SAY OF ME, THAT BEFELL ME NOT, BUT WHAT THEY SAY NOT, THAT DID I SUFFER. NOW WHAT THOSE THINGS ARE I SIGNIFY UNTO THEE, FOR I KNOW THAT THOU WILT UNDERSTAND. PERCEIVE THOU THEREFORE IN ME THE PRAISING (AL. SLAYING AL. REST) OF THE (OR A) WORD (LOGOS), THE PIERCING OF THE WORD, THE BLOOD OF THE WORD, THE WOUND OF THE WORD, THE HANGING UP OF THE WORD, THE SUFFERING OF THE WORD, THE NAILING (FIXING) OF THE WORD, THE DEATH OF THE WORD. AND SO, SPEAK I, SEPARATING OFF THE MANHOOD. PERCEIVE THOU THEREFORE IN THE FIRST PLACE OF THE WORD; THEN SHALT THOU PERCEIVE THE LORD, AND IN THE THIRD PLACE THE MAN, AND WHAT HE HATH SUFFERED. 
102 WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN UNTO ME THESE THINGS, AND OTHERS WHICH I KNOW NOT HOW TO SAY AS HE WOULD HAVE ME, HE WAS TAKEN UP, NO ONE OF THE MULTITUDES HAVING BEHELD HIM. AND WHEN I WENT DOWN, I LAUGHED THEM ALL TO SCORN, INASMUCH AS HE HAD TOLD ME THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAVE SAID CONCERNING HIM; HOLDING FAST THIS ONE THING IN MYSELF, THAT THE LORD CONTRIVED ALL THINGS SYMBOLICALLY AND BY A DISPENSATION TOWARD MEN, FOR THEIR CONVERSION AND SALVATION. 
103 HAVING THEREFORE BEHELD, BRETHREN, THE GRACE OF THE LORD AND HIS KINDLY AFFECTION TOWARD US, LET US WORSHIP HIM AS THOSE UNTO WHOM HE HATH SHOWN MERCY, NOT WITH OUR FINGERS, NOR OUR MOUTH, NOR OUR TONGUE, NOR WITH ANY PART WHATSOEVER OF OUR BODY, BUT WITH THE DISPOSITION OF OUR SOUL -EVEN HIM WHO BECAME A MAN APART FROM THIS BODY: AND LET US WATCH BECAUSE (OR WE SHALL FIND THAT) NOW ALSO HE KEEPETH WARD OVER PRISONS FOR OUR SAKE, AND OVER TOMBS, IN BONDS AND DUNGEONS, IN REPROACHES AND INSULTS, BY SEA AND ON DRY LAND, IN SCOURGINGS, CONDEMNATIONS [DAMNATIONS], CONSPIRACIES, FRAUDS, PUNISHMENTS, AND IN A WORD, HE IS WITH ALL OF US, AND HIMSELF SUFFERETH WITH US WHEN WE SUFFER, BRETHREN. WHEN HE IS CALLED UPON BY EACH ONE OF US, HE ENDURETH NOT TO SHUT HIS EARS TO US, BUT AS BEING EVERYWHERE HE HEARKENETH TO ALL OF US; AND NOW BOTH TO ME AND TO DRUSIANA, -FORASMUCH AS HE IS THE GOD OF THEM THAT ARE SHUT UPBRINGING US HELP BY HIS OWN COMPASSION. 
104 BE YE ALSO PERSUADED, THEREFORE, BELOVED, THAT IT IS NOT A MAN WHOM I PREACH UNTO YOU TO WORSHIP, BUT GOD UNCHANGEABLE, GOD INVINCIBLE, GOD HIGHER THAN ALL AUTHORITY AND ALL POWER, AND ELDER AND MIGHTIER THAN ALL ANGELS AND CREATURES THAT ARE NAMED, AND ALL AEONS. IF THEN YE ABIDE IN HIM, AND ARE BUILDED UP IN HIM, YE SHALL POSSESS YOUR SOUL INDESTRUCTIBLE. 
105 AND WHEN HE HAD DELIVERED THESE THINGS UNTO THE BRETHREN, JOHN DEPARTED, WITH ANDRONICUS, TO WALK. AND DRUSIANA ALSO FOLLOWED AFAR OFF WITH ALL THE BRETHREN, THAT THEY MIGHT BEHOLD THE ACTS THAT WERE DONE BY HIM, AND HEAR HIS SPEECH AT ALL TIMES IN THE LORD. 
THE REMAINING EPISODE WHICH IS EXTANT IN THE GREEK IS THE CONCLUSION OF THE BOOK, THE DEATH OR ASSUMPTION OF JOHN. BEFORE IT MUST BE PLACED THE STORIES WHICH WE HAVE ONLY IN THE LATIN (OF 'ABDIAS' AND ANOTHER TEXT BY 'MELLITUS', I.E. MELITO), AND THE TWO OR THREE ISOLATED FRAGMENTS. 
(LAT. XIV.) NOW ON THE NEXT (OR ANOTHER) DAY CRATON, A PHILOSOPHER, HAD PROCLAIMED IN THE MARKET-PLACE THAT HE WOULD GIVE AN EXAMPLE OF THE CONTEMPT OF RICHES: AND THE SPECTACLE WAS AFTER THIS MANNER. HE HAD PERSUADED TWO YOUNG MEN, THE RICHEST OF THE CITY, WHO WERE BROTHERS, TO SPEND THEIR WHOLE INHERITANCE AND BUY EACH OF THEM A JEWEL, AND THESE THEY BRAKE IN PIECES PUBLICLY IN THE SIGHT OF THE PEOPLE. AND WHILE THEY WERE DOING THIS, IT HAPPENED BY CHANCE THAT THE APOSTLE PASSED BY. AND CALLING CRATON THE PHILOSOPHER TO HIM, HE SAID: THAT IS A FOOLISH DESPISING OF THE WORLD WHICH IS PRAISED BY THE MOUTHS OF MEN, BUT LONG AGO CONDEMNED BY THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD. FOR AS THAT IS A VAIN MEDICINE WHEREBY THE DISEASE IS NOT EXTIRPATED, SO IS IT A VAIN TEACHING BY WHICH THE FAULTS OF SOULS AND OF CONDUCT ARE NOT CURED. BUT INDEED, MY MASTER TAUGHT A YOUTH WHO [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO ATTAIN TO ETERNAL LIFE, IN THESE WORDS; SAYING THAT IF HE WOULD BE PERFECT, HE SHOULD SELL ALL HIS GOODS AND GIVE TO THE POOR, AND SO DOING HE WOULD GAIN TREASURE IN HEAVEN AND FIND THE LIFE THAT HAS NO ENDING. AND CRATON SAID TO HIM: HERE THE FRUIT OF COVETOUSNESS IS SET FORTH IN THE MIDST OF MEN, AND HATH BEEN BROKEN TO PIECES. BUT IF GOD IS INDEED THY MASTER AND WILLETH THIS TO BE, THAT THE SUM OF THE PRICE OF THESE JEWELS SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE POOR, CAUSE THOU THE GEMS TO BE RESTORED WHOLE, THAT WHAT I HAVE DONE FOR THE PRAISE OF MEN, THOU MAYEST DO FOR THE GLORY OF HIM WHOM THOU CALLEST THY MASTER. THEN THE BLESSED JOHN GATHERED TOGETHER THE FRAGMENTS OF THE GEMS, AND HOLDING THEM IN HIS HANDS, LIFTED UP HIS EYES TO HEAVEN AND SAID: LORD JESU [S] CHRIST, UNTO WHOM NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE: WHO WHEN THE WORLD WAS BROKEN BY THE TREE OF CONCUPISCENCE, DIDST RESTORE IT AGAIN IN THY FAITHFULNESS BY THE TREE OF THE CROSS: WHO DIDST GIVE TO ONE BORN BLIND THE EYES WHICH NATURE HAD DENIED HIM, WHO DIDST RECALL LAZARUS, DEAD AND BURIED, AFTER THE FOURTH DAY UNTO THE LIGHT; AND HAS SUBJECTED ALL DISEASES AND ALL SICKNESSES UNTO THE WORD OF THY POWER: SO ALSO NOW DO WITH THESE PRECIOUS STONES WHICH THESE, NOT KNOWING THE FRUITS OF ALMSGIVING, HAVE BROKEN IN PIECES FOR THE PRAISE OF MEN: RECOVER THOU THEM, LORD, NOW BY THE HANDS OF THINE ANGELS, THAT BY THEIR VALUE THE WORK OF MERCY MAY BE FULFILLED, AND MAKE THESE MEN BELIEVE IN THEE THE UNBEGOTTEN FATHER [STEPHEN] THROUGH THINE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, WITH THE HOLY GHOST THE ILLUMINATOR AND SANCTIFIER OF THE WHOLE CHURCH, WORLD WITHOUT END. AND WHEN THE FAITHFUL WHO WERE WITH THE APOSTLE HAD ANSWERED AND SAID AMEN, THE FRAGMENTS OF THE GEMS WERE FORTHWITH SO JOINED IN ONE THAT NO MARK AT ALL THAT THEY HAD BEEN BROKEN REMAINED IN THEM. AND CRATON THE PHILOSOPHER, WITH HIS DISCIPLES, SEEING THIS, FELL AT THE FEET OF THE APOSTLE AND BELIEVED THENCEFORTH (OR IMMEDIATELY) AND WAS BAPTIZED, WITH THEM ALL, AND BEGAN HIMSELF PUBLICLY TO PREACH THE FAITH OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
XV. THOSE TWO BROTHERS, THEREFORE, OF WHOM WE SPAKE, SOLD THE GEMS WHICH THEY HAD BOUGHT BY THE SALE OF THEIR INHERITANCE AND GAVE THE PRICE TO THE POOR; AND THEREAFTER A VERY GREAT MULTITUDE OF BELIEVERS BEGAN TO BE JOINED TO THE APOSTLE. AND WHEN ALL THIS WAS DONE, IT HAPPENED THAT AFTER THE SAME EXAMPLE, TWO HONOURABLE MEN OF THE CITY OF THE EPHESIAN SOLD ALL THEIR GOODS AND DISTRIBUTED THEM TO THE NEEDY, AND FOLLOWED THE APOSTLE AS HE WENT THROUGH THE CITIES PREACHING THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD. BUT IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THEY ENTERED THE CITY OF PERGAMUM, THAT THEY SAW THEIR SERVANTS WALKING ABROAD ARRAYED IN SILKEN RAIMENT AND SHINING WITH THE GLORY OF THIS WORLD: WHENCE IT HAPPENED THAT THEY WERE PIERCED WITH THE ARROW OF THE DEVIL AND BECAME SAD, SEEING THEMSELVES POOR AND CLAD WITH A SINGLE CLOAK WHILE THEIR OWN SERVANTS WERE POWERFUL AND PROSPEROUS. BUT THE APOSTLE OF CHRIST, PERCEIVING THESE WILES OF THE DEVIL, SAID: I SEE THAT YE HAVE CHANGED YOUR MINDS AND YOUR COUNTENANCES ON THIS ACCOUNT, THAT, OBEYING THE TEACHING OF MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, YE HAVE GIVEN ALL YE HAD TO THE POOR. NOW, IF YE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO RECOVER THAT WHICH YE FORMERLY POSSESSED OF GOLD, SILVER, AND PRECIOUS STONES, BRING ME SOME STRAIGHT RODS, EACH OF YOU A BUNDLE. AND WHEN THEY HAD DONE SO, HE CALLED UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND THEY WERE TURNED INTO GOLD. AND THE APOSTLE SAID TO THEM: BRING ME SMALL STONES FROM THE SEASHORE. AND WHEN THEY HAD DONE THIS ALSO, HE CALLED UPON THE MAJESTY OF THE LORD, AND ALL THE PEBBLES WERE TURNED INTO GEMS. THEN THE BLESSED JOHN TURNED TO THOSE MEN AND SAID TO THEM: GO ABOUT TO THE GOLDSMITHS AND JEWELERS FOR SEVEN DAYS, AND WHEN YE HAVE PROVED THAT THESE ARE TRUE GOLD AND TRUE JEWELS, TELL ME. AND THEY WENT, BOTH OF THEM, AND AFTER SEVEN DAYS RETURNED TO THE APOSTLE, SAYING: LORD, WE HAVE GONE ABOUT THE SHOPS OF ALL THE GOLDSMITHS, AND THEY HAVE ALL SAID THAT THEY NEVER SAW SUCH PURE GOLD. LIKEWISE, THE JEWELERS HAVE SAID THE SAME, THAT THEY NEVER SAW SUCH EXCELLENT AND PRECIOUS GEMS. 
XVI. THEN THE HOLY JOHN SAID UNTO THEM: GO, AND REDEEM TO YOU THE LANDS WHICH YE HAVE SOLD, FOR YE HAVE LOST THE ESTATES OF HEAVEN. BUY YOURSELVES SILKEN RAIMENT, THAT FOR A TIME YE MAY SHINE LIKE THE ROSE WHICH SHOWETH ITS FRAGRANCE AND REDNESS AND SUDDENLY FADETH AWAY. FOR YE SIGHED AT BEHOLDING YOUR SERVANTS AND GROANED THAT YE WERE BECOME POOR. FLOURISH, THEREFORE, THAT YE MAY FADE: BE RICH FOR THE TIME, THAT YE MAY BE BEGGARS FOR EVER. IS NOT THE LORD'S [TERRIBLE] HAND ABLE TO MAKE RICHES OVERFLOWING AND UNSURPASSABLY GLORIOUS? BUT HE HATH APPOINTED A CONFLICT FOR SOULS, THAT THEY MAY BELIEVE THAT THEY SHALL HAVE ETERNAL RICHES, WHO FOR HIS NAME'S SAKE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HAVE REFUSED TEMPORAL WEALTH. INDEED, OUR MASTER TOLD US CONCERNING A CERTAIN RICH MAN WHO FEASTED EVERY DAY AND SHONE WITH GOLD AND PURPLE, AT WHOSE DOOR LAY A BEGGAR, LAZARUS, WHO [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO RECEIVE EVEN THE CRUMBS THAT FELL FROM HIS TABLE, AND NO MAN GAVE UNTO HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT ON ONE DAY THEY DIED, BOTH OF THEM, AND THAT BEGGAR WAS TAKEN INTO THE REST WHICH IS IN ABRAHAM'S BOSOM, BUT THE RICH MAN WAS CAST INTO FLAMING FIRE: OUT OF WHICH HE LIFTED UP HIS EYES AND SAW LAZARUS, AND PRAYED HIM TO DIP HIS FINGER IN WATER AND COOL HIS MOUTH FOR HE WAS TORMENTED IN THE FLAMES. AND ABRAHAM ANSWERED HIM AND SAID: REMEMBER, SON, THAT THOU RECEIVEDST GOOD THINGS IN THY LIFE, BUT THIS LAZARUS LIKEWISE EVIL THINGS. WHEREFORE RIGHTLY IS HE NOW COMFORTED WHILE THOU ART TORMENTED, AND BESIDES ALL THIS, A GREAT GULF IS FIXED BETWEEN YOU AND US, SO THAT NEITHER CAN THEY COME THENCE HITHER, NOR HITHER THENCE. BUT HE ANSWERED: I HAVE FIVE BRETHREN: I PRAY THAT SOME ONE MAY GO TO WARN THEM, THAT THEY COME NOT INTO THIS FLAME. AND ABRAHAM SAID TO HIM: THEY HAVE MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, LET THEM HEAR THEM. TO THAT HE ANSWERED: LORD, UNLESS ONE RISE UP AGAIN, THEY WILL NOT BELIEVE. ABRAHAM SAID TO HIM: IF THEY BELIEVE NOT MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, NEITHER WILL THEY BELIEVE, IF ONE RISE AGAIN. AND THESE WORDS OUR LORD AND MASTER CONFIRMED BY EXAMPLES OF MIGHTY WORKS: FOR WHEN THEY SAID TO HIM: WHO HATH COME HITHER FROM THENCE, THAT WE MAY BELIEVE HIM? HE ANSWERED: BRING HITHER THE DEAD WHOM YE HAVE. AND WHEN THEY HAD BROUGHT UNTO HIM A YOUNG MAN WHICH WAS DEAD (PS.-MELLITUS: THREE DEAD CORPSES), HE WAS WAKED UP BY HIM AS ONE THAT SLEEPETH, AND CONFIRMED ALL HIS WORDS. BUT WHEREFORE SHOULD I SPEAK OF MY LORD, WHEN AT THIS PRESENT THERE ARE THOSE WHOM IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND IN YOUR [SEXLESS] PRESENCE AND SIGHT I HAVE RAISED FROM THE DEAD: IN WHOSE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] YE HAVE SEEN PALSIED MEN HEALED, LEPERS CLEANSED, BLIND MEN ENLIGHTENED, AND MANY DELIVERED FROM EVIL SPIRITS? BUT THE RICHES OF THESE MIGHTY WORKS THEY CANNOT HAVE WHO HAVE [SEXUALLY] DESIRED TO HAVE EARTHLY WEALTH. FINALLY, WHEN YE YOURSELVES WENT UNTO THE SICK AND CALLED UPON THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THEY WERE HEALED: YE DID DRIVE OUT DEVILS AND RESTORE LIGHT TO THE BLIND. BEHOLD, THIS GRACE IS TAKEN FROM YOU, AND YE ARE BECOME WRETCHED, WHO WERE MIGHTY AND GREAT. AND WHERE AS THERE WAS SUCH FEAR OF YOU UPON THE DEVILS THAT AT YOUR BIDDING, THEY LEFT THE MEN WHOM THEY POSSESSED, NOW YE WILL BE IN FEAR OF THE DEVILS. FOR HE THAT [SEXUALLY] LOVETH MONEY [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10] IS THE SERVANT OF MAMMON: AND MAMMON [MONEY] IS THE NAME OF A DEVIL [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WHO IS SET OVER CARNAL [SEXUAL] GAINS, AND IS THE MASTER OF THEM THAT [SEXUALLY] LOVE THE WORLD. BUT EVEN THE [SEXUAL] LOVERS OF THE WORLD DO NOT POSSESS [TRUE] RICHES [SUCH AS TRUE SALVATION & TRUE HOLINESS], BUT ARE POSSESSED OF THEM. FOR IT IS OUT OF REASON THAT FOR ONE BELLY THERE SHOULD BE LAID UP SO MUCH FOOD AS WOULD SUFFICE A THOUSAND, AND FOR ONE BODY SO MANY GARMENTS AS WOULD FURNISH CLOTHING FOR A THOUSAND MEN. IN VAIN, THEREFORE, IS THAT STORED UP WHICH COMETH NOT INTO USE, AND FOR WHOM IT IS KEPT, NO MAN KNOWETH, AS THE HOLY GHOST SAITH BY THE PROPHET: IN VAIN IS EVERY MAN TROUBLED WHO HEAPETH UP RICHES AND KNOWETH NOT FOR WHOM HE GATHERETH THEM. NAKED DID OUR BIRTH FROM WOMEN BRING US INTO THIS LIGHT, DESTITUTE OF FOOD AND DRINK: NAKED WILL THE EARTH RECEIVE US WHICH BROUGHT US FORTH. WE POSSESS IN COMMON THE RICHES OF THE HEAVEN, THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE SUN IS EQUAL FOR THE RICH AND THE POOR, AND LIKEWISE THE LIGHT OF THE MOON AND THE STARS, THE SOFTNESS OF THE AIR AND THE DROPS OF RAIN, AND THE GATE OF THE CHURCH AND THE FOUNT OF SANCTIFICATION AND THE FORGIVENESS OF [NON-SEXUAL] SINS, AND THE SHARING IN THE ALTAR, AND THE EATING OF THE BODY AND DRINKING OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST, AND THE ANOINTING OF THE CHRISM, AND THE GRACE OF THE GIVER, AND THE VISITATION OF THE LORD, AND THE PARDON OF [SEXUAL] SIN: IN ALL THESE THE DISPENSING OF THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS EQUAL, WITHOUT RESPECT OF PERSONS. NEITHER DOTH THE RICH MAN, USE THESE GIFTS AFTER ONE MANNER AND THE POOR AFTER ANOTHER. BUT WRETCHED AND UNHAPPY IS THE MAN WHO WOULD HAVE SOMETHING MORE THAN SUFFICETH HIM: FOR OF THIS COME HEATS OF FEVERS RIGORS OF COLD, DIVERS PAINS IN ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE BODY, AND HE CAN NEITHER BE FED WITH FOOD NOR SATED WITH DRINK, THAT COVETOUSNESS MAY LEARN THAT MONEY WILL NOT PROFIT IT, WHICH BEING LAID UP BRINGETH TO THE KEEPERS THEREOF ANXIETY BY DAY AND NIGHT, AND SUFFERETH THEM NOT EVEN FOR AN HOUR TO BE QUIET AND SECURE. FOR WHILE THEY GUARD THEIR HOUSES AGAINST THIEVES, TILL THEIR ESTATE, PLY THE PLOUGH, PAY TAXES, BUILD STOREHOUSES, STRIVE FOR GAIN, TRY TO BAFFLE THE ATTACKS OF THE STRONG, AND TO STRIP THE WEAK, EXERCISE THEIR WRATH ON WHOM THEY CAN, AND HARDLY BEAR IT FROM OTHERS, SHRINK NOT FROM PLAYING AT TABLES AND FROM PUBLIC SHOWS, FEAR NOT TO [SEXUAL] DEFILE OR TO BE [SEXUALLY] DEFILED, SUDDENLY DO THEY DEPART OUT OF THIS WORLD, NAKED, BEARING ONLY THEIR OWN [SEXUAL] SINS WITH THEM, FOR WHICH THEY SHALL SUFFER ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
XVII. WHILE THE APOSTLE WAS THUS SPEAKING, BEHOLD THERE WAS BROUGHT TO HIM BY HIS MOTHER, WHO WAS A WIDOW, A YOUNG MAN WHO THIRTY DAYS BEFORE HAD FIRST MARRIED A VVIFE. AND THE PEOPLE WHICH WERE WAITING UPON THE BURIAL CAME WITH THE WIDOWED MOTHER AND CAST THEMSELVES AT THE APOSTLE'S FEET ALL TOGETHER WITH GROANS, WEEPING, AND MOURNING, AND BESOUGHT HIM THAT IN THE NAME OF HIS GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AS HE HAD DONE WITH DRUSIANA, SO HE WOULD RAISE UP THIS YOUNG MAN ALSO. AND THERE WAS SO GREAT WEEPING OF THEM ALL THAT THE APOSTLE HIMSELF COULD HARDLY REFRAIN FROM CRYING AND TEARS. HE CAST HIMSELF DOWN, THEREFORE, IN PRAYER, AND WEPT A LONG TIME: AND RISING FROM PRAYER SPREAD OUT HIS HANDS TO HEAVEN, AND FOR A LONG SPACE PRAYED WITHIN HIMSELF. AND WHEN HE HAD SO DONE THRICE, HE COMMANDED THE BODY WHICH WAS SWATHED TO BE LOOSED, AND SAID: THOU YOUTH STACTEUS, WHO FOR [SEXUAL] LOVE OF THY FLESH HAST QUICKLY LOST THY SOUL: THOU YOUTH WHICH KNEWEST NOT THY [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] NOR PERCEIVEDST THE SAVIOUR OF MEN, AND WAST IGNORANT OF THY TRUE FRIEND, AND THEREFORE DIDST FALL INTO THE SNARE OF THE WORST ENEMY: BEHOLD, I HAVE POURED OUT TEARS AND PRAYERS UNTO MY LORD FOR THINE IGNORANCE, THAT THOU MAYEST RISE FROM THE DEAD, THE BANDS OF DEATH BEING LOOSED, AND DECLARE UNTO THESE TWO, TO ATTICUS AND EUGENIUS, HOW GREAT GLORY THEY HAVE LOST, AND HOW GREAT PUNISHMENT THEY HAVE INCURRED. THEN STACTEUS AROSE AND WORSHIPPED THE APOSTLE, AND BEGAN TO REPROACH HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING: I BEHELD YOUR ANGELS WEEPING, AND THE ANGELS OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] REJOICING AT YOUR OVERTHROW. FOR NOW, IN A LITTLE TIME YE HAVE LOST THE KINGDOM THAT WAS PREPARED FOR YOU, AND THE DWELLING PLACES BUILDED OF SHINING STONES, FULL OF JOY, OF FEASTING AND DELIGHTS, FULL OF EVERLASTING LIFE AND ETERNAL LIGHT: AND HAVE GOTTEN YOURSELVES PLACES OF DARKNESS, FULL OF DRAGONS, OF ROARING FLAMES, OF TORMENTS, AND PUNISHMENTS UNSURPASSABLE, OF PAINS AND ANGUISH, FEAR AND HORRIBLE TREMBLING. YE HAVE LOST THE PLACES FULL OF UNFADING FLOWERS, SHINING, FULL OF THE SOUNDS OF INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC (ORGANS), AND HAVE GOTTEN ON THE OTHER HAND PLACES WHEREIN ROARING AND HOWLING AND MOURNING CEASETH NOT DAY NOR NIGHT. NOTHING ELSE REMAINETH FOR YOU SAVE TO ASK THE APOSTLE OF THE LORD THAT LIKE AS HE HATH RAISED ME TO LIFE, HE WOULD RAISE YOU ALSO FROM DEATH UNTO SALVATION AND BRING BACK YOUR SOULS WHICH NOW ARE BLOTTED OUT OF THE BOOK OF LIFE. 
XVIII. THEN BOTH HE THAT HAD BEEN RAISED AND ALL THE PEOPLE TOGETHER WITH ATTICUS AND EUGENIUS, CAST THEMSELVES AT THE APOSTLE'S FEET AND BESOUGHT HIM TO INTERCEDE FOR THEM WITH THE LORD. UNTO WHOM THE HOLY APOSTLE GAVE THIS ANSWER: THAT FOR THIRTY DAYS THEY SHOULD OFFER PENITENCE TO GOD, AND IN THAT SPACE PRAY ESPECIALLY THAT THE RODS OF GOLD MIGHT RETURN TO THEIR NATURE AND LIKEWISE THE STONES RETURN TO THE MEANNESS WHEREIN THEY WERE MADE. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT AFTER THIRTY DAYS WERE ACCOMPLISHED, AND NEITHER THE RODS WERE TURNCD INTO WOOD NOR THE GEMS INTO PEBBLES, ATTICUS AND EUGENIUS CAME AND SAID TO THE APOSTLE: THOU HAST ALWAYS TAUGHT MERCY, AND PREACHED FORGIVENESS, AND BIDDEN THAT ONE MAN SHOULD SPARE ANOTHER. AND IF GOD WILLETH THAT A MAN SHOULD FORGIVE A MAN, HOW MUCH MORE SHALL HE, AS HE IS GOD, BOTH FORGIVE AND SPARE MEN. WE ARE CONFOUNDED FOR OUR [SEXUAL] SIN: AND WHEREAS WE HAVE CRIED WITH OUR EYES WHICH [SEXUALLY] LUSTED AFTER THE WORLD [1ST JOHN 2:15-17], WE DO NOW REPENT WITH EYES THAT WEEP. WE PRAY THEE, LORD, WE PRAY THEE, APOSTLE OF GOD, SHOW IN DEED THAT MERCY WHICH IN WORD THOU HAST ALWAYS PROMISED. THEN THE HOLY JOHN SAID UNTO THEM AS THEY WEPT AND REPENTED, AND ALL INTERCEDED FOR THEM LIKEWISE: OUR LORD GOD USED THESE WORDS WHEN HE SPAKE CONCERNING [SEXUAL] SINNERS: I WILL NOT THE DEATH OF A [SEXUAL] SINNER, BUT I WILL RATHER THAT HE BE CONVERTED AND LIVE. FOR WHEN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST TAUGHT US CONCERNING THE PENITENT, HE SAID: VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THERE IS GREAT JOY IN HEAVEN OVER ONE [SEXUAL] SINNER THAT REPENTETH AND TURNETH HIMSELF FROM HIS [SEXUAL] SINS: AND THERE IS MORE JOY OVER HIM THAN OVER NINETY AND NINE WHICH HAVE NOT [SEXUALLY] SINNED. WHEREFORE I WOULD HAVE YOU KNOW THAT THE LORD ACCEPTETH THE REPENTANCE OF THESE MEN. AND HE TURNED UNTO ATTICUS AND EUGENIUS AND SAID: GO, CARRY BACK THE RODS UNTO THE WOOD WHENCE YE TOOK THEM, FOR NOW ARE THEY RETURNED TO THEIR OWN NATURE, AND THE STONES UNTO THE SEA-SHORE, FOR THEY ARE BECOME COMMON STONES AS THEY WERE BEFORE. AND WHEN THIS WAS ACCOMPLISHED, THEY RECEIVED AGAIN THE GRACE WHICH THEY HAD LOST, SO THAT AGAIN THEY CAST OUT DEVILS AS BEFORE TIME AND HEALED THE SICK AND ENLIGHTENED THE BLIND, AND DAILY THE LORD DID MANY MIGHTY WORKS BY THEIR MEANS. 
XIX TELLS SHORTLY THE DESTRUCTION OI THE TEMPLE OF EPHESUS AND THE CONVERSION OF 12,000 PEOPLE. THEN FOLLOWS THE EPISODE OF THE POISON-CUP IN A FORM WHICH PROBABLY REPRESENTS THE STORY IN THE LEUCIAN ACTS. (WE HAVE SEEN THAT THE LATE GREEK TEXTS PLACE IT AT THE BEGINNING, IN THE PRESENCE OF DOMITIAN.) 
XX. NOW WHEN ARISTODEMUS, WHO WAS CHIEF PRIEST OF ALL THOSE IDOLS, SAW THIS, FILLED WITH A WICKED SPIRIT, HE STIRRED UP SEDITION AMONG THE PEOPLE, SO THAT ONE PEOPLE PREPARED THEMSELVES TO FIGHT AGAINST THE OTHER. AND JOHN TURNED TO HIM AND SAID: TELL ME, ARISTODEMUS, WHAT CAN I DO TO TAKE AWAY THE ANGER FROM THY SOUL? AND ARISTODEMUS SAID: IF THOU WILT HAVE ME BELIEVE IN THY GOD, I WILL GIVE THEE POISON TO DRINK, AND IF THOU DRINK IT, AND DIE NOT, IT WILL APPEAR THAT THY GOD IS TRUE. THE APOSTLE ANSWERED: IF THOU GIVE ME POISON TO DRINK, WHEN I CALL ON THE NAME OF MY LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], IT WILL NOT BE ABLE TO HARM ME. ARISTODEMUS SAID AGAIN: I WILL THAT THOU FIRST SEE OTHERS DRINK IT AND DIE STRAIGHTWAY THAT SO THY HEART MAY RECOIL FROM THAT CUP. AND THE BLESSED JOHN SAID: I HAVE TOLD THEE ALREADY THAT I AM PREPARED TO DRINK IT THAT THOU MAYEST BELIEVE ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST WHEN THOU SEEST ME WHOLE AFTER THE CUP OF POISON. ARISTODEMUS THEREFORE WENT TO THE PROCONSUL AND ASKED OF HIM TWO MEN WHO WERE TO UNDERGO THE SENTENCE OF DEATH. AND WHEN HE HAD SET THEM IN THE MIDST OF THE MARKET-PLACE BEFORE ALL THE PEOPLE, IN THE SIGHT OF THE APOSTLE HE MADE THEM DRINK THE POISON: AND AS SOON AS THEY HAD DRUNK IT, THEY GAVE UP THE GHOST. THEN ARISTODEMUS TURNED TO JOHN AND SAID: HEARKEN TO ME AND DEPART FROM THY TEACHING WHEREWITH THOU CALLEST AWAY THE PEOPLE FROM THE WORSHIP OF THE GODS, OR TAKE AND DRINK THIS, THAT THOU MAYEST SHOW THAT THY GOD IS ALMIGHTY, IF AFTER THOU HAST DRUNK, THOU CANST REMAIN WHOLE. THEN THE BLESSED JOLM, AS THEY LAY DEAD WHICH HAD DRUNK THE POISON, LIKE A FEARLESS AND BRAVE MAN TOOK THE CUP, AND MAKING THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, SPAKE THUS: MY GOD, AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOSE WORD THE HEAVENS WERE ESTABLISHED, UNTO WHOM ALL THINGS ARE SUBJECT, WHOM ALL CREATION SERVETH, WHOM ALL POWER OBEYETH, FEARETH, AND TREMBLETH, WHEN WE CALL ON THEE FOR SUCCOUR: WHOSE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THE SERPENT HEARING IS STILL, THE DRAGON FLEETH, THE VIPER IS QUIET, THE TOAD (WHICH IS CALLED A FROG) IS STILL AND STRENGTHLESS, THE SCORPION IS QUENCHED, THE BASILISK VANQUISHED, AND THE PHALANGIA (SPIDER) DOTH NO HURT -IN A WORD, ALL VENOMOUS THINGS, AND THE FIERCEST REPTILES AND NOISOME BEASTS, ARE PIERCED (OR COVERED WITH DARKNESS). [PS.- MELLITUS ADDS: AND ALL ROOTS HURTFUL TO THE HEALTH OF MEN DRY UP.] DO THOU, I SAY, QUENCH THE VENOM OF THIS POISON, PUT OUT THE DEADLY WORKINGS THEREOF, AND VOID IT OF THE STRENGTH WHICH IT HATH IN IT: AND GRANT IN THY SIGHT UNTO ALL THESE WHOM THOU HAST CREATED, EYES THAT THEY MAY SEE, AND EARS THAT THEY MAY HEAR AND A HEART THAT THEY MAY UNDERSTAND THY GREATNESS. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS SAID, HE ARMED HIS MOUTH AND ALL HIS BODY WITH THE SIGN OF THE CROSS AND DRANK ALL THAT WAS IN THE CUP. AND AFTER BE HAD DRUNK, HE SAID: I ASK THAT THEY FOR WHOSE SAKE I HAVE DRUNK, BE TURNED UNTO THEE, O LORD, AND BY THINE ENLIGHTENING RECEIVE THE SALVATION WHICH IS IN THEE. AND WHEN FOR THE SPACE OF THREE HOURS THE PEOPLE SAW THAT JOHN WAS OF A CHEERFUL COUNTENANCE, AND THAT THERE WAS NO SIGN AT ALL OF PALENESS OR FEAR IN HIM, THEY BEGAN TO CRY OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE: HE IS THE ONE TRUE GOD WHOM JOHN WORSHIPPETH. 
XXI. BUT ARISTODEMUS EVEN SO BELIEVED NOT, THOUGH THE PEOPLE REPROACHED HIM: BUT TURNED UNTO JOHN AND SAID: THIS ONE THING I LACK -IF THOU IN THE NAME OF THY GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] RAISE UP THESE THAT HAVE DIED BY THIS POISON, MY MIND WILL BE CLEANSED OF ALL DOUBT. WHEN HE SAID THAT, THE PEOPLE ROSE AGAINST ARISTODEMUS SAYING: WE WILL BURN THEE AND THINE HOUSE IF THOU GOEST ON TO TROUBLE THE APOSTLE FURTHER WITH THY WORDS. JOHN, THEREFORE, SEEING THAT THERE WAS A FIERCE SEDITION, ASKED FOR SILENCE, AND SAID IN THE HEARING OF ALL: THE FIRST OF THE VIRTUES OF GOD WHICH WE OUGHT TO IMITATE IS PATIENCE, BY WHICH WE ARE ABLE TO BEAR WITH THE FOOLISHNESS OF UNBELIEVERS. WHEREFORE IF ARISTODEMUS IS STILL HELD BY UNBELIEF, LET US LOOSE THE KNOTS OF HIS UNBELIEF. HE SHALL BE COMPELLED, EVEN THOUGH LATE, TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIS [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] -FOR I WILL NOT CEASE FROM THIS WORK UNTIL A REMEDY SHALL BRING HELP TO HIS WOUNDS, AND LIKE PHYSICIANS WHICH HAVE IN THEIR HANDS A SICK MAN NEEDING MEDICINE, SO ALSO, IF ARISTODEMUS BE NOT YET CURED BY THAT WHICH HATH NOW BEEN DONE, HE SHALL BE CURED BY THAT WHICH I WILL NOW DO. AND HE CALLED ARISTODEMUS TO HIM, AND GAVE HIM HIS COAT, AND HE HIMSELF STOOD CLAD ONLY IN HIS MANTLE. AND ARISTODEMUS SAID TO HIM: WHEREFORE HAST THOU GIVEN ME THY COAT? JOHN SAID TO HIM: THAT THOU MAYEST EVEN SO BE PUT TO SHAME AND DEPART FROM THINE UNBELIEF. AND ARISTODEMUS SAID: AND HOW SHALL THY COAT MAKE ME TO DEPART FROM UNBELIEF? THE APOSTLE ANSWERED: GO AND CAST IT UPON THE BODIES OF THE DEAD, AND THOU SHALT SAY THUS: THE APOSTLE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HATH SENT ME THAT IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] YE MAY RISE AGAIN, THAT ALL MAY KNOW THAT LIFE AND DEATH ARE SERVANTS OF MY LORD JESUS CHRIST. WHICH WHEN ARISTODEMUS HAD DONE, AND HAD SEEN THEM RISE, HE WORSHIPPED JOHN, AND RAN QUICKLY TO THE PROCONSUL AND BEGAN TO SAY WITH A LOUD VOICE: HEAR ME, HEAR ME, THOU PROCONSUL; I THINK THOU REMEMBEREST THAT I HAVE OFTEN STIRRED UP THY WRATH AGAINST JOHN AND DEVISED MANY THINGS AGAINST HIM DAILY, WHEREFORE I FEAR LEST I FEEL HIS WRATH: FOR HE IS A GOD HIDDEN IN THE FORM OF A MAN AND HATH DRUNK POISON, AND NOT ONLY CONTINUETH WHOLE, BUT THEM ALSO WHICH HAD DIED BY THE POISON HE HATH RECALLED TO LIFE BY MY MEANS, BY THE TOUCH OF HIS COAT, AND THEY HAVE NO MARK OF DEATH UPON THEM. WHICH WHEN THE PROCONSUL HEARD HE SAID: AND WHAT WILT THOU HAVE ME TO DO? ARISTODEMUS ANSWERED: LET US GO AND FALL AT HIS FEET AND ASK PARDON, AND WHATEVER HE COMMANDETH US LET US DO. THEN THEY CAME TOGETHER AND CAST THEMSELVES DOWN AND BESOUGHT FORGIVENESS: AND HE RECEIVED THEM AND OFFERED PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING TO GOD, AND HE ORDAINED THEM A FAST OF A WEEK, AND WHEN IT WAS FULFILLED, HE BAPTIZED THEM IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND HIS ALMIGHTY FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE HOLY GHOST THE ILLUMINATOR. [AND WHEN THEV WERE BAPTIZED, WITH ALL THEIR HOUSE AND THEIR SERVANTS AND THEIR KINDRED, THEY BRAKE ALL THEIR IDOLS AND BUILT A CHURCH IN THE NAME OF SAINT [LORD] JOHN [JOHN 10:34-35] [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: WHEREIN HE HIMSELF WAS TAKEN UP, IN MANNER FOLLOWING:] 
THIS BRACKETED SENTENCE, OF LATE COMPLEXION, SERVES TO INTRODUCE THE LAST EPISODE OF THE BOOK. [TWO ADDITIONAL FRAGMENTS THAT DO NOT FIT IN ANY OTHER PLACE. THESE FRAGMENTS ARE VERY BROKEN AND ARE NOT OF MUCH USE FOR THIS PRESENT PROJECT. HOWEVER, IF THERE IS INTEREST IN THEM, THEY CAN BE FOUND ON PAGES 264-6 OF THE TEXT.] THE LAST EPISODE OF THESE ACTS (AS IS THE CASE WITH SEVERAL OTHERS OF THE APOCRYPHAL ACTS) WAS PRESERVCD SEPARATELY FOR READING IN CHURCH ON THE SAINT'S DAY. WE HAVE IT IN AT LEAST NINE GRECK MANUSCRIPTS, AND IN MANY VERSIONS: LATIN, SYRIAC, ARMENIAN, COPTIC, ETHIOPIC, SLAVONIC. 
106 JOHN THEREFORE CONTINUED WITH THE BRETHREN, REJOICING IN THE LORD. AND ON THE MORROW, BEING THE LORD'S DAY [SUNDAY], AND ALL THE BRETHREN BEING GATHERED TOGETHER, HE BEGAN TO SAY UNTO THEM: BRETHREN AND FELLOW-SERVANTS AND COHEIRS AND PARTAKERS WITH ME IN THE KINGDOM OF THE LORD, YE KNOW THE LORD, HOW MANY MIGHTY WORKS HE HATH GRANTED YOU BY MY MEANS, HOW MANY WONDERS, HEALINGS, SIGNS, HOW GREAT SPIRITAL GIFTS, TEACHINGS, GOVERNINGS, REFRESHINGS, MINISTRIES, KNOWLEDGES, GLORIES, GRACES, GIFTS, BELIEFS, COMMUNIONS, ALL WHICH YE HAVE SEEN GIVEN YOU BY HIM IN YOUR SIGHT, YET NOT SEEN BY THESE EYES NOR HEARD BY THESE EARS. BE YE THEREFORE STABLISHED IN HIM, REMEMBERING HIM IN YOUR EVERY DEED, KNOWING THE MYSTERY OF THE DISPENSATION WHICH HATH COME TO PASS TOWARDS MEN, FOR WHAT CAUSE THE LORD HATH L ACCOMPLISHED IT. HE BESEECHETH YOU BY ME, BRETHREN, AND ENTREATETH YOU, DESIRING TO REMAIN WITHOUT GRIEF, WITHOUT INSULT, NOT CONSPIRED AGAINST, NOT CHASTENED: FOR HE KNOWETH EVEN THE INSULT THAT COMETH OF YOU, HE KNOWETH EVEN DISHONOUR, HE KNOWETH EVEN CONSPIRACY, HE KNOWETH EVEN CHASTISEMENT, FROM THEM THAT HEARKEN NOT TO HIS COMMANDMENTS. 
107 LET NOT THEN OUR GOOD GOD BE GRIEVED, THE COMPASSIONATE, THE MERCIFUL, THE HOLY, THE PURE, THE [SEXLESSLY] UNDEFILED, THE IMMATERIAL, THE ONLY, THE ONE, THE UNCHANGEABLE, THE SIMPLE, THE GUILELESS, THE UNWRATHFUL, EVEN OUR GOD JESUS CHRIST, WHO IS ABOVE EVERY NAME THAT WE CAN UTTER OR CONCEIVE, AND MORE EXALTED. LET HIM REJOICE WITH US BECAUSE WE WALK ARIGHT, LET HIM BE GLAD BECAUSE WE LIVE PURELY, LET HIM BE REFRESHED BECAUSE OUR CONVERSATION IS SOBER. LET HIM BE WITHOUT CARE BECAUSE WE LIVE CONTINENTLY, LET HIM BE PLEASED BECAUSE WE COMMUNICATE ONE WITH ANOTHER, LET HIM SMILE BECAUSE WE ARE CHASTE, LET HIM BE MERRY BECAUSE WE [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM. THESE THINGS I NOW SPEAK UNTO YOU, BRETHREN, BECAUSE I AM HASTING UNTO THE WORK SET BEFORE ME, AND ALREADY BEING PERFECTED BY THE LORD. FOR WHAT ELSE COULD I HAVE TO SAY UNTO YOU? YE HAVE THE PLEDGE OF OUR GOD, YE HAVE THE EARNEST OF HIS GOODNESS, YE HAVE HIS PRESENCE THAT CANNOT BE SHUNNED. IF, THEN, YE [NON-SEXUALLY] SIN NO MORE, HE FORGIVETH YOU THAT YE DID IN IGNORANCE: BUT IF AFTER THAT YE HAVE KNOWN HIM AND HE HATH HAD MERCY ON YOU, YE WALK AGAIN IN THE LIKE DEEDS, BOTH THE FORMER WILL BE LAID TO YOUR CHARGE, AND ALSO YE WILL NOT HAVE A PART NOR MERCY BEFORE HIM. 
108 AND WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN THIS UNTO THEM, HE PRAYED THUS: O JESU [S] WHO HAST WOVEN THIS CROWN WITH THY WEAVING, WHO HAST JOINED TOGETHER THESE MANY BLOSSOMS INTO THE UNFADING FLOWER OF THY CORMTENANCE, WHO HAST SOWN IN THEM THESE WORDS: THOU ONLY TENDER OF THY SERVANTS, AND PHYSICIAN WHO HEALEST FREELY: ONLY DOER OF GOOD AND DESPISER OF NONE, ONLY MERCIFUL AND [SEXUAL] LOVER OF MEN, ONLY SAVIOR AND RIGHTEOUS, ONLY SEER OF ALL, WHO ART IN ALL AND EVERYWHERE PRESENT AND CONTAINING ALL THINGS AND FILLING ALL THINGS: CHRIST JESU [S], GOD, LORD, THAT WITH THY GIFTS AND THY MERCY SHELTEREST THEM THAT TRUST IN THEE, THAT KNOWEST CLEARLY THE WILES AND THE ASSAULTS OF HIM THAT IS EVERYWHERE OUR ADVERSARY, WHICH HE DEVISETH AGAINST US: DO THOU ONLY, O LORD, SUCCOR THY SERVANTS BY THY VISITATION. EVEN SO, LORD. 
109 AND HE ASKED FOR BREAD, AND GAVE THANKS THUS: WHAT PRAISE OR WHAT OFFERING OR WHAT THANKSGIVING SHALL WE, BREAKING THIS BREAD, NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SAVE THEE ONLY, O LORD JESU [S]? WE GLORIFY THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT WAS SAID BY THE FATHER [STEPHEN]: WE GLORIFY THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT WAS SAID THROUGH THE SON (OR WE GLORIFY THE NAME OF FATHER [STEPHEN] [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT WAS SAID BY THEE…THE NAME OF SON [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT WAS SAID BY THEE): WE GLORIFY THINE ENTERING OF THE DOOR. WE GLORIFY THE RESURRECTION SHOWN UNTO US BY THEE. WE GLORIFY THY WAY, WE GLORIFY OF THEE THE SEED, THE WORD, THE GRACE, THE FAITH, THE SALT, THE UNSPEAKABLE (AL. CHOSEN) PEARL, THE TREASURE, THE PLOUGH, THE NET, THE GREATNESS, THE DIADEM, HIM THAT FOR US WAS CALLED SON OF MAN, THAT GAVE UNTO US TRUTH, REST, KNOWLEDGE, POWER, THE COMMANDMENT, THE CONFIDENCE, HOPE, [SEXLESS] LOVE, LIBERTY, REFUGE IN THEE. FOR THOU, LORD, ART ALONE THE ROOT OF IMMORTALITY, AND THE FOUNT OF [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION, AND THE SEAT OF THE AGES: CALLED BY ALL THESE NAMES FOR US NOW THAT CALLING ON THEE BY THEM, WE MAY MAKE KNOWN THY GREATNESS WHICH AT THE PRESENT IS INVISIBLE UNTO US, BUT VISIBLE ONLY UNTO THE PURE, BEING PORTRAYED IN THY MANHOOD ONLY. 
110 AND HE, BRAKE THE BREAD AND GAVE UNTO ALL OF US, PRAYING OVER EACH OF THE BRETHREN THAT HE MIGHT BE WORTHY OF THE GRACE OF THE LORD AND OF THE MOST HOLY EUCHARIST. AND HE PARTOOK ALSO HIMSELF LIKEWISE, AND SAID: UNTO ME ALSO BE THERE A PART WITH YOU, AND: PEACE BE WITH YOU, MY BELOVED. 
111 AFTER THAT HE SAID UNTO VERUS: TAKE WITH THEE SOME TWO MEN, WITH BASKETS AND SHOVELS, AND FOLLOW ME. AND VERUS WITHOUT DELAY DID AS HE WAS BIDDEN BY JOHN THE SERVANT OF GOD. THE BLESSED JOHN THEREFORE WENT OUT OF THE HOUSE AND WALKED FORTH OF THE GATES, HAVING TOLD THE MORE PART TO DEPART FROM HIM. AND WHEN HE WAS COME TO THE TOMB OF A CERTAIN BROTHER OF OURS, HE SAID TO THE YOUNG MEN: DIG, MY CHILDREN. AND THEY DUG AND HE WAS INSTANT WITH THEM YET MORE, SAYING: LET THE TRENCH BE DEEPER. AND AS THEY DUG, HE SPOKE UNTO THEM THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD AND EXHORTED THEM THAT WERE COME WITH HIM OUT OF THE HOUSE, EDIFYING AND PERFECTING THEM UNTO THE GREATNESS OF GOD, AND PRAYING OVER EACH ONE OF US. AND WHEN THE YOUNG MEN HAD FINISHED THE TRENCH AS HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED, WE KNOWING NOTHING OF IT, HE TOOK OFF HIS GARMENTS WHEREIN HE WAS CLAD AND LAID THEM AS IT WERE FOR A PALLET IN THE BOTTOM OF THE TRENCH: AND STANDING IN HIS SHIFT ONLY HE STRETCHED HIS HANDS UPWARD AND PRAYED THUS: 
112 O THOU THAT DIDST CHOOSE US OUT FOR THE APOSTLESHIP OF THE GENTILES: O GOD THAT SENTEST US INTO THE WORLD: THAT DIDST REVEAL THYSELF BY THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE PROPHETS: THAT DIDST NEVER REST, BUT ALWAY FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD SAVEDST THEM THAT WERE ABLE TO BE SAVED: THAT MADEST THYSELF KNOWN THROUGH ALL NATURE: THAT PROCLAIMEDST THYSELF EVEN AMONG BEASTS: THAT DIDST MAKE THE DESOLATE AND SAVAGE SOUL TAME AND QUIET: THAT GAVEST THYSELF TO IT WHEN IT WAS ATHIRST FOR THY WORDS: THAT DIDST APPEAR TO IT IN HASTE WHEN IT WAS DYING: THAT DIDST SHOW THYSELF TO IT AS A [SEXLESS] LAW WHEN IT WAS SINKING INTO [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS: THAT DIDST MANIFEST THYSELF TO IT WHEN IT HAD BEEN VANQUISHED BY SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]: THAT DIDST OVERCOME ITS ADVERSARY WHEN IT FLED UNTO THEE: THAT AVEST IT THINE HAND AND DIDST RAISE IT UP FROM THE THINGS OF HADES: THAT DIDST NOT LEAVE IT TO WALK AFTER A BODILY SORT (IN THE BODY): THAT DIDST SHOW TO IT ITS OWN ENEMY: THAT HAST MADE FOR IT A CLEAR KNOWLEDGE TOWARD THEE: O GOD, JESU [S], THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THEM THAT ARE ABOVE THE HEAVENS, THE LORD OF THEM THAT ARE IN THE HEAVENS, THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THEM THAT ARE IN THE OTHER, THE COURSE OF THEM THAT ARE IN THE AIR, THE KEEPER OF THEM THAT ARE ON THE EARTH, THE FEAR OF THEM THAT ARE UNDER THE EARTH, THE GRACE OF THEM THAT ARE THINE OWN: RECEIVE ALSO THE SOUL OF THY JOHN, WHICH IT MAY BE IS ACCOUNTED WORTHY BY THEE. 
113 O THOU WHO HAST KEPT ME UNTIL THIS HOUR FOR THYSELF AND UNTOUCHED BY UNION WITH A WOMAN: WHO WHEN IN MY YOUTH I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO MARRY DIDST APPEAR UNTO ME AND SAY TO ME: JOHN I HAVE NEED OF THEE: WHO DIDST PREPARE FOR ME ALSO A SICKNESS OF THE BODY: WHO WHEN FOR THE THIRD TIME I WOULD MARRY DIDST FORTHWITH PREVENT ME, AND THEN AT THE THIRD HOUR OF THE DAY SAIDST UNTO ME ON THE SEA: JOHN, IF THOU HADST NOT BEEN MINE, I WOULD HAVE SUFFERED THEE TO MARRY: WHO FOR TWO YEARS DIDST BLIND ME (OR AFFLICT MINE EYES), AND GRANT ME TO MOURN AND ENTREAT THEE: WHO IN THE THIRD YEAR DIDST OPEN THE EYES OF MY MIND AND ALSO GRANT ME MY VISIBLE EYES: WHO WHEN I SAW CLEARLY DIDST ORDAIN THAT IT SHOULD BE GRIEVOUS TO ME TO LOOK UPON A WOMAN: WHO DIDST SAVE ME FROM THE TEMPORAL FANTASY AND LEAD ME UNTO THAT WHICH ENDURETH ALWAYS: WHO DIDST RID ME OF THE FOUL MADNESS THAT IS IN THE FLESH: WHO DIDST TAKE ME FROM THE BITTER DEATH AND ESTABLISH ME ON THEE ALONE: WHO DIDST MUZZLE THE SECRET DISEASE OF MY SOUL AND CUT OFF THE OPEN DEED: WHO DIDST AFFLICT AND BANISH HIM THAT RAISED TUMULT IN ME: WHO DIDST MAKE MY [SEXLESS] LOVE OF THEE SPOTLESS: WHO DIDST MAKE MY JOINING UNTO THEE PERFECT AND UNBROKEN: WHO DIDST GIVE ME UNDOUBTING FAITH IN THEE, WHO DIDST ORDER AND MAKE CLEAR MY INCLINATION TOWARD THEE: THOU WHO GIVEST UNTO EVERY MAN THE DUE REWARD OF HIS WORKS, WHO DIDST PUT INTO MY SOUL THAT I SHOULD HAVE NO POSSESSION SAVE THEE ONLY: FOR WHAT IS MORE PRECIOUS THAN THEE? NOW THEREFORE LORD, WHEREAS I HAVE ACCOMPLISHED THE DISPENSATION WHEREWITH I WAS ENTRUSTED, ACCOUNT THOU ME WORTHY OF THY REST, AND GRANT ME THAT END IN THEE WHICH IS SALVATION UNSPEAKABLE AND UNUTTERABLE. 
114 AND AS I COME UNTO THEE, LET THE FIRE GO BACKWARD, LET THE DARKNESS BE OVERCOME, LET THE GULF BE WITHOUT STRENGTH, LET THE FURNACE DIE OUT, LET GEHENNA BE QUENCHED. LET ANGELS FOLLOW, LET DEVILS FEAR, LET RULERS BE BROKEN, LET POWERS FALL; LET THE PLACES OF THE RIGHT HAND STAND FAST, LET THEM OF THE LEFT HAND NOT REMAIN. LET THE DEVIL BE MUZZLED, LET SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] BE DERIDED, LET HIS WRATH BE BURNED OUT, LET HIS MADNESS BE STILLED, LET HIS VENGEANCE BE ASHAMED, LET HIS ASSAULT BE IN PAIN, LET HIS CHILDREN BE SMITTEN AND ALL HIS ROOTS PLUCKED UP. AND GRANT ME TO ACCOMPLISH THE JOURNEY UNTO THEE WITHOUT SUFFERING INSOLENCE OR PROVOCATION, AND TO RECEIVE THAT WHICH THOU HAST PROMISED UNTO THEM THAT LIVE PURELY AND HAVE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED THEE ONLY. 
115 AND HAVING SEALED HIMSELF IN EVERY PART, HE STOOD AND SAID: THOU ART WITH ME, O LORD JESU [S] CHRIST: AND LAID HIMSELF DOWN IN THE TRENCH WHERE HE HAD STROWN HIS GARMENTS: AND HAVING SAID UNTO US: PEACE BE WITH YOU, BRETHREN, HE GAVE UP HIS SPIRIT REJOICING. 
ADDITIONAL
THE LESS GOOD GREEK MANUSCRIPTS AND SOME VERSIONS ARE NOT CONTENT WITH THIS SIMPLE ENDING. THE LATIN SAYS THAT AFTER THE PRAYER A GREAT LIGHT APPEARED OVER THE APOSTLE FOR THE SPACE OF AN HOUR, SO BRIGHT THAT NO ONE COULD LOOK AT IT. THEN HE LAID HIMSELF DOWN AND GAVE UP THE GHOST.) WE WHO WERE THERE REJOICED, SOME OF US, AND SOME MOURNED…AND FORTHWITH MANNA ISSUING FROM THE TOMB WAS SEEN OF ALL, WHICH MANNA THAT PLACE PRODUCETH EVEN UNTO THIS DAY…BUT PERHAPS THE BEST CONCLUSION IS THAT OF ONE GREEK MANUSCRIPT: WE BROUGHT A LINEN CLOTH AND SPREAD IT UPON HIM, AND WENT INTO THE CITY. AND ON THE DAY FOLLOWING WE WENT FORTH AND FOUND NOT HIS BODY, FOR IT WAS TRANSLATED BY THE POWER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, UNTO WHOM BE GLORY…ANOTHER SAYS: ON THE MORROW WE DUG IN THE PLACE, AND HIM WE FOUND NOT, BUT ONLY HIS SANDALS, AND THE EARTH MOVING (LIT. SPRINGING UP LIKE A WELL), AND AFTER THAT WE REMEMBERED THAT WHICH WAS SPOKEN BY THE LORD UNTO PETER...AUGUSTINE (ON JOHN XXI) REPORTS THE BELIEF THAT IN HIS TIME THE EARTH OVER THE GRAVE WAS SEEN TO MOVE AS IF STIRRED BY JOHN'S BREATHING.
THE ACTS OF PETER AND THE 12 APOSTLES
[...] WHICH [...] PURPOSE [...AFTER...] US [...] APOSTLES [...]. WE SAILED [...] OF THE BODY. OTHERS WERE NOT ANXIOUS IN THEIR HEARTS. AND IN OUR HEARTS, WE WERE UNITED. WE AGREED TO FULFILL THE MINISTRY TO WHICH THE LORD APPOINTED US. AND WE MADE A COVENANT WITH EACH OTHER. WE WENT DOWN TO THE SEA AT AN OPPORTUNE MOMENT, WHICH CAME TO US FROM THE LORD. WE FOUND A SHIP MOORED AT THE SHORE READY TO EMBARK, AND WE SPOKE WITH THE SAILORS OF THE SHIP ABOUT OUR COMING ABOARD WITH THEM. THEY SHOWED GREAT KINDLINESS TOWARD US AS WAS [SEXLESSLY] ORDAINED BY THE LORD. AND AFTER WE HAD EMBARKED, WE SAILED A DAY AND A NIGHT. AFTER THAT, A WIND CAME UP BEHIND THE SHIP AND BROUGHT US TO A SMALL CITY IN THE MIDST OF THE SEA. AND I, PETER, INQUIRED ABOUT THE NAME OF THIS CITY FROM RESIDENTS WHO WERE STANDING ON THE DOCK. A MAN AMONG THEM ANSWERED, SAYING, "THE NAME OF THIS CITY IS HABITATION, THAT IS, FOUNDATION [...] ENDURANCE." AND THE LEADER AMONG THEM HOLDING THE PALM BRANCH AT THE EDGE OF THE DOCK. AND AFTER WE HAD GONE ASHORE WITH THE BAGGAGE, I WENT INTO THE CITY, TO SEEK ADVICE ABOUT LODGING. A MAN CAME OUT WEARING A CLOTH BOUND AROUND HIS WAIST, AND A GOLD BELT GIRDED IT. ALSO, A NAPKIN WAS TIED OVER HIS CHEST, EXTENDING OVER HIS SHOULDERS AND COVERING HIS HEAD AND HIS HANDS. I WAS STARING AT THE MAN, BECAUSE HE WAS BEAUTIFUL IN HIS FORM AND STATURE. THERE WERE FOUR PARTS OF HIS BODY THAT I SAW: THE SOLES OF HIS FEET AND A PART OF HIS CHEST AND THE PALMS OF HIS HANDS AND HIS VISAGE. THESE THINGS I WAS ABLE TO SEE. A BOOK COVER LIKE (THOSE OF) MY BOOKS WAS IN HIS LEFT HAND. A STAFF OF STYRAX WOOD WAS IN HIS RIGHT HAND. HIS VOICE WAS RESOUNDING AS HE SLOWLY SPOKE, CRYING OUT IN THE CITY, "PEARLS! PEARLS!" I, INDEED, THOUGHT HE WAS A MAN OF THAT CITY. I SAID TO HIM, "MY BROTHER AND MY FRIEND!" HE ANSWERED ME, THEN, SAYING, "RIGHTLY DID YOU SAY, 'MY BROTHER AND MY FRIEND.' WHAT IS IT YOU SEEK FROM ME?" I SAID TO HIM, "I ASK YOU ABOUT LODGING FOR ME AND THE BROTHERS ALSO, BECAUSE WE ARE STRANGERS HERE." HE SAID TO ME, "FOR THIS REASON HAVE I MYSELF JUST SAID, 'MY BROTHER AND MY FRIEND,' BECAUSE I ALSO AM A FELLOW STRANGER LIKE YOU." AND HAVING SAID THESE THINGS, HE CRIED OUT, "PEARLS! PEARLS!" THE RICH MEN OF THAT CITY HEARD HIS VOICE. THEY CAME OUT OF THEIR HIDDEN STOREROOMS. AND SOME WERE LOOKING OUT FROM THE STOREROOMS OF THEIR HOUSES. OTHERS LOOKED OUT FROM THEIR UPPER WINDOWS. AND THEY DID NOT SEE (THAT THEY COULD GAIN) ANYTHING FROM HIM, BECAUSE THERE WAS NO POUCH ON HIS BACK NOR BUNDLE INSIDE HIS CLOTH AND NAPKIN. AND BECAUSE OF THEIR DISDAIN THEY DID NOT EVEN ACKNOWLEDGE HIM. HE, FOR HIS PART, DID NOT REVEAL HIMSELF TO THEM. THEY RETURNED TO THEIR STOREROOMS, SAYING, "THIS MAN IS MOCKING US." AND THE POOR OF THAT CITY HEARD HIS VOICE, AND THEY CAME TO THE MAN WHO SELLS THIS PEARL. THEY SAID, "PLEASE TAKE THE TROUBLE TO SHOW US THE PEARL SO THAT WE MAY, THEN, SEE IT WITH OUR (OWN) EYES. FOR WE ARE THE POOR. AND WE DO NOT HAVE THIS [...] PRICE TO PAY FOR IT. BUT SHOW US THAT WE MIGHT SAY TO OUR FRIENDS THAT WE SAW A PEARL WITH OUR (OWN) EYES." HE ANSWERED, SAYING TO THEM, "IF IT IS POSSIBLE, COME TO MY CITY, SO THAT I MAY NOT ONLY SHOW IT BEFORE YOUR (VERY) EYES, BUT GIVE IT TO YOU FOR NOTHING." AND INDEED THEY, THE POOR OF THAT CITY, HEARD AND SAID, "SINCE WE ARE BEGGARS, WE SURELY KNOW THAT A MAN DOES NOT GIVE A PEARL TO A BEGGAR, BUT (IT IS) BREAD AND MONEY THAT IS USUALLY RECEIVED. NOW THEN, THE KINDNESS WHICH WE WANT TO RECEIVE FROM YOU (IS) THAT YOU SHOW US THE PEARL BEFORE OUR EYES. AND WE WILL SAY TO OUR FRIENDS PROUDLY THAT WE SAW A PEARL WITH OUR (OWN) EYES" - BECAUSE IT IS NOT FOUND AMONG THE POOR, ESPECIALLY SUCH BEGGARS (AS THESE). HE ANSWERED (AND) SAID TO THEM, "IF IT IS POSSIBLE, YOU YOURSELVES COME TO MY CITY, SO THAT I MAY NOT ONLY SHOW YOU IT, BUT GIVE IT TO YOU FOR NOTHING." THE POOR AND THE BEGGARS REJOICED BECAUSE OF THE MAN WHO GIVES FOR NOTHING. THE MEN ASKED PETER ABOUT THE HARDSHIPS. PETER ANSWERED AND TOLD THOSE THINGS THAT HE HAD HEARD ABOUT THE HARDSHIPS OF THE WAY. BECAUSE THEY ARE INTERPRETERS OF THE HARDSHIPS IN THEIR MINISTRY. HE SAID TO THE MAN WHO SELLS THIS PEARL, "I WANT TO KNOW YOUR NAME AND THE HARDSHIPS OF THE WAY TO YOUR CITY BECAUSE WE ARE STRANGERS AND SERVANTS OF GOD. IT IS NECESSARY FOR US TO SPREAD THE WORD OF GOD IN EVERY CITY HARMONIOUSLY." HE ANSWERED AND SAID, "IF YOU SEEK MY NAME, LITHARGOEL IS MY NAME, THE INTERPRETATION OF WHICH IS, THE LIGHT, GAZELLE-LIKE STONE. "AND ALSO (CONCERNING) THE ROAD TO THE CITY, WHICH YOU ASKED ME ABOUT, I WILL TELL YOU ABOUT IT. NO MAN IS ABLE TO GO ON THAT ROAD, EXCEPT ONE WHO HAS FORSAKEN EVERYTHING THAT HE HAS AND HAS FASTED DAILY FROM STAGE TO STAGE. FOR MANY ARE THE ROBBERS AND WILD BEASTS ON THAT ROAD. THE ONE WHO CARRIES BREAD WITH HIM ON THE ROAD, THE BLACK DOGS KILL BECAUSE OF THE BREAD. THE ONE WHO CARRIES A COSTLY GARMENT OF THE WORLD WITH HIM, THE ROBBERS KILL BECAUSE OF THE GARMENT. THE ONE WHO CARRIES WATER WITH HIM, THE WOLVES KILL BECAUSE OF THE WATER, SINCE THEY WERE THIRSTY FOR IT. THE ONE WHO IS ANXIOUS ABOUT MEAT AND GREEN VEGETABLES, THE LIONS EAT BECAUSE OF THE MEAT. IF HE EVADES THE LIONS, THE BULLS DEVOUR HIM BECAUSE OF THE GREEN VEGETABLES." WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE THINGS TO ME, I SIGHED WITHIN MYSELF, SAYING, "GREAT HARDSHIPS ARE ON THE ROAD! IF ONLY JESUS WOULD GIVE US POWER TO WALK IT!" HE LOOKED AT ME SINCE MY FACE WAS SAD, AND I SIGHED. HE SAID TO ME, "WHY DO YOU SIGH, IF YOU, INDEED, KNOW THIS NAME "JESUS" AND BELIEVE HIM? HE IS A GREAT POWER FOR GIVING STRENGTH. FOR I TOO BELIEVE IN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SENT HIM." I REPLIED, ASKING HIM, "WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE PLACE TO WHICH YOU GO, YOUR CITY?" HE SAID TO ME, "THIS IS THE NAME OF MY CITY, 'NINE GATES.' LET US PRAISE GOD AS WE ARE MINDFUL THAT THE TENTH IS THE HEAD." AFTER THIS I WENT AWAY FROM HIM IN PEACE. AS I WAS ABOUT TO GO AND CALL MY FRIENDS, I SAW WAVES AND LARGE HIGH WALLS SURROUNDING THE BOUNDS OF THE CITY. I MARVELED AT THE GREAT THINGS I SAW. I SAW AN OLD MAN SITTING AND I ASKED HIM IF THE NAME OF THE CITY WAS REALLY HABITATION. HE [...], "HABITATION [...]." HE SAID TO ME, "YOU SPEAK TRULY, FOR WE INHABIT HERE BECAUSE WE ENDURE." I RESPONDED, SAYING, "JUSTLY [...] HAVE MEN NAMED IT [...], BECAUSE (BY) EVERYONE WHO ENDURES HIS TRIALS, CITIES ARE INHABITED, AND A PRECIOUS KINGDOM COMES FROM THEM, BECAUSE THEY ENDURE IN THE MIDST OF THE APOSTASIES AND THE DIFFICULTIES OF THE STORMS. SO THAT IN THIS WAY, THE CITY OF EVERYONE WHO ENDURES THE BURDEN OF HIS YOKE OF FAITH WILL BE INHABITED, AND HE WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." I HURRIED AND WENT AND CALLED MY FRIENDS SO THAT WE MIGHT GO TO THE CITY THAT HE, LITHARGOEL, APPOINTED FOR US. IN A BOND OF FAITH, WE FORSOOK EVERYTHING AS HE HAD SAID (TO DO). WE EVADED THE ROBBERS, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT FIND THEIR GARMENTS WITH US. WE EVADED THE WOLVES, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT FIND THE WATER WITH US FOR WHICH THEY THIRSTED. WE EVADED THE LIONS, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT FIND THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE FOR MEAT WITH US. WE EVADED THE BULLS [...] THEY DID NOT FIND GREEN VEGETABLES. A GREAT JOY CAME UPON US AND A PEACEFUL CAREFREENESS LIKE THAT OF OUR LORD. WE RESTED OURSELVES IN FRONT OF THE GATE, AND WE TALKED WITH EACH OTHER ABOUT THAT WHICH IS NOT A DISTRACTION OF THIS WORLD. RATHER WE CONTINUED IN CONTEMPLATION OF THE FAITH. AS WE DISCUSSED THE ROBBERS ON THE ROAD, WHOM WE EVADED, BEHOLD LITHARGOEL, HAVING CHANGED, CAME OUT TO US. HE HAD THE APPEARANCE OF A PHYSICIAN, SINCE AN UNGUENT BOX WAS UNDER HIS ARM, AND A YOUNG DISCIPLE WAS FOLLOWING HIM CARRYING A POUCH FULL OF MEDICINE. WE DID NOT RECOGNIZE HIM. PETER RESPONDED AND SAID TO HIM, "WE WANT YOU TO DO US A FAVOR, BECAUSE WE ARE STRANGERS, AND TAKE US TO THE HOUSE OF LITHARGOEL BEFORE EVENING COMES." HE SAID, "IN UPRIGHTNESS OF HEART I WILL SHOW IT TO YOU. BUT I AM AMAZED AT HOW YOU KNEW THIS GOOD MAN. FOR HE DOES NOT REVEAL HIMSELF TO EVERY MAN, BECAUSE HE HIMSELF IS THE SON OF A GREAT KING. REST YOURSELVES A LITTLE SO THAT I MAY GO AND HEAL THIS MAN AND COME (BACK)." HE HURRIED AND CAME (BACK) QUICKLY. HE SAID TO PETER, "PETER!" AND PETER WAS FRIGHTENED, FOR HOW DID HE KNOW THAT HIS NAME WAS PETER? PETER RESPONDED TO THE SAVIOR, "HOW DO YOU KNOW ME, FOR YOU CALLED MY NAME?" LITHARGOEL ANSWERED, "I WANT TO ASK YOU WHO GAVE THE NAME PETER TO YOU?" HE SAID TO HIM, "IT WAS JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD. HE GAVE THIS NAME TO ME." HE ANSWERED AND SAID, "IT IS I! RECOGNIZE ME, PETER." HE LOOSENED THE GARMENT, WHICH CLOTHED HIM - THE ONE INTO WHICH HE HAD CHANGED HIMSELF BECAUSE OF US - REVEALING TO US IN TRUTH THAT IT WAS HE. WE PROSTRATED OURSELVES ON THE GROUND AND WORSHIPPED HIM. WE COMPRISED ELEVEN DISCIPLES. HE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND AND CAUSED US TO STAND. WE SPOKE WITH HIM HUMBLY. OUR HEADS WERE BOWED DOWN IN UNWORTHINESS AS WE SAID, "WHAT YOU WISH WE WILL DO. BUT GIVE US POWER TO DO WHAT YOU WISH AT ALL TIMES." HE GAVE THEM THE UNGUENT BOX AND THE POUCH THAT WAS IN THE HAND OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLE. HE COMMANDED THEM LIKE THIS, SAYING, "GO INTO THE CITY FROM WHICH YOU CAME, WHICH IS CALLED HABITATION. CONTINUE IN ENDURANCE AS YOU TEACH ALL THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], BECAUSE I HAVE ENDURED IN HARDSHIPS OF THE FAITH. I WILL GIVE YOU YOUR REWARD. TO THE POOR OF THAT CITY GIVE WHAT THEY NEED IN ORDER TO LIVE UNTIL I GIVE THEM WHAT IS BETTER, WHICH I TOLD YOU THAT I WILL GIVE YOU FOR NOTHING." PETER ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM, "LORD, YOU HAVE TAUGHT US TO FORSAKE THE WORLD AND EVERYTHING IN IT. WE HAVE RENOUNCED THEM FOR YOUR SAKE. WHAT WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT (NOW) IS THE FOOD FOR A SINGLE DAY. WHERE WILL WE BE ABLE TO FIND THE NEEDS THAT YOU ASK US TO PROVIDE FOR THE POOR?" THE LORD ANSWERED AND SAID, "O PETER, IT WAS NECESSARY THAT YOU UNDERSTAND THE PARABLE THAT I TOLD YOU! DO YOU NOT UNDERSTAND THAT MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHICH YOU TEACH, SURPASSES ALL RICHES, AND THE WISDOM OF GOD SURPASSES GOLD, AND SILVER AND PRECIOUS STONE(S)?" HE GAVE THEM THE POUCH OF MEDICINE AND SAID, "HEAL ALL THE SICK OF THE CITY WHO BELIEVE IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]." PETER WAS AFRAID TO REPLY TO HIM FOR THE SECOND TIME. HE SIGNALED TO THE ONE WHO WAS BESIDE HIM, WHO WAS JOHN: "YOU TALK THIS TIME." JOHN ANSWERED AND SAID, "LORD, BEFORE YOU WE ARE AFRAID TO SAY MANY WORDS. BUT IT IS YOU WHO ASKS US TO PRACTICE THIS SKILL. WE HAVE NOT BEEN TAUGHT TO BE PHYSICIANS. HOW THEN WILL WE KNOW HOW TO HEAL BODIES AS YOU HAVE TOLD US?" HE ANSWERED THEM, "RIGHTLY HAVE YOU SPOKEN, JOHN, FOR I KNOW THAT THE PHYSICIANS OF THIS WORLD HEAL WHAT BELONGS TO THE WORLD. THE PHYSICIANS OF SOULS, HOWEVER, HEAL THE HEART. HEAL THE BODIES FIRST, THEREFORE, SO THAT THROUGH THE REAL POWERS OF HEALING FOR THEIR BODIES, WITHOUT MEDICINE OF THE WORLD, THEY MAY BELIEVE IN YOU, THAT YOU HAVE POWER TO HEAL THE ILLNESSES OF THE HEART ALSO. "THE RICH MEN OF THE CITY, HOWEVER, THOSE WHO DID NOT SEE FIT EVEN TO ACKNOWLEDGE ME, BUT WHO REVELED IN THEIR WEALTH AND PRIDE - WITH SUCH AS THESE, THEREFORE, DO NOT DINE IN THEIR HOUSES NOR BE FRIENDS WITH THEM, LEST THEIR PARTIALITY INFLUENCE YOU. FOR MANY IN THE CHURCHES HAVE SHOWN PARTIALITY TO THE RICH, BECAUSE THEY ALSO ARE [SEXUALLY] SINFUL, AND THEY GIVE OCCASION FOR OTHERS TO [SEXUALLY] SIN. BUT JUDGE THEM WITH UPRIGHTNESS, SO THAT YOUR MINISTRY MAY BE GLORIFIED, AND THAT MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ALSO, MAY BE GLORIFIED IN THE CHURCHES." THE DISCIPLES ANSWERED AND SAID, "YES, TRULY THIS IS WHAT IS FITTING TO DO." THEY PROSTRATED THEMSELVES ON THE GROUND AND WORSHIPPED HIM. HE CAUSED THEM TO STAND AND DEPARTED FROM THEM IN PEACE. AMEN. 
 THE ACTS OF PETER
1: THE COPTIC FRAGMENT
THIS IS PRESERVED SEPARATELY IN AN EARLY PAPYRUS MANUSCRIPT (FOURTH-FIFTH CENTURY) NOW AT BERLIN; THE OTHER CONTENTS OF IT ARE GNOSTIC WRITINGS WHICH HAVE NOT YET BEEN PUBLISHED. I FOLLOW C. SCHMIDT'S RENDERING OF IT. IT HAS A TITLE AT THE END: THE ACT OF PETER ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, THAT IS, ON THE LORD'S DAY [SUNDAY], A MULTITUDE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND THEY BROUGHT UNTO PETER MANY SICK THAT HE MIGHT HEAL THEM. AND ONE, OF THE MULTITUDE ADVENTURED TO SAY UNTO PETER: LO, PETER, IN OUR PRESENCE THOU HAST MADE MANY BLIND TO SEE AND THE DEAF TO HEAR AND THE LAME TO WALK, AND HAST SUCCORED THE WEAK AND GIVEN THEM STRENGTH: BUT WHEREFORE HAST THOU NOT SUCCORED THY DAUGHTER, THE VIRGIN, WHICH GREW UP BEAUTIFUL AND HATH BELIEVED IN THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]? FOR BEHOLD, HER ONE SIDE IS WHOLLY PALSIED, AND SHE LIETH THERE STRETCHED OUT IN THE CORNER HELPLESS. WE SEE THEM THAT HAVE BEEN HEALED BY THEE: THINE OWN DAUGHTER THOU HAST NEGLECTED. BUT PETER SMILED AND SAID UNTO HIM: MY SON, IT IS MANIFEST UNTO GOD ALONE WHEREFORE HER BODY IS NOT WHOLE. KNOW THEN THAT GOD IS NOT WEAK NOR POWERLESS TO GRANT HIS GIFT UNTO MY DAUGHTER: BUT THAT THY SOUL MAY BE CONVINCED, AND THEY THAT ARE HERE PRESENT MAY THE MORE BELIEVE -THEN HE LOOKED UNTO HIS DAUGHTER AND SAID TO HER: RAISE THYSELF UP FROM THY PLACE, WITHOUT ANY HELPING THEE SAVE JESUS ONLY, AND WALK WHOLE BEFORE ALL THESE, AND COME UNTO ME. AND SHE AROSE AND CAME TO HIM; AND THE MULTITUDE REJOICED AT THAT WHICH WAS COME TO PASS. THEN SAID PETER UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, YOUR HEART IS CONVINCED THAT GOD IS NOT WITHOUT STRENGTH CONCERNING ALL THINGS THAT WE ASK OF HIM. THEN THEY REJOICED YET MORE AND PRAISED GOD. AND PETER SAID TO HIS DAUGHTER: GO UNTO THY PLACE, AND LAY THEE DOWN AND BE AGAIN IN THINE INFIRMITY, FOR THIS IS EXPEDIENT FOR ME AND FOR THEE. AND THE MAIDEN WENT BACK AND LAY DOWN IN HER PLACE AND WAS AS BEFORETIME: AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE WEPT, AND ENTREATED PETER TO MAKE HER WHOLE. BUT PETER SAID UNTO THEM: AS THE LORD LIVETH, THIS IS EXPEDIENT FOR HER AND FOR ME. FOR ON THE DAY WHEN SHE WAS BORN UNTO ME, I SAW A VISION, AND THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: PETER, THIS DAY IS A GREAT [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION BORN UNTO THEE, FOR THIS DAUGHTER WILL BRING HURT UNTO MANY SOULS IF HER BODY CONTINUE WHOLE. BUT I THOUGHT THAT THE VISION DID MOCK ME. NOW WHEN THE MAIDEN WAS TEN YEARS OLD, A STUMBLING-BLOCK WAS PREPARED FOR MANY BY REASON OF HER. AND AN EXCEEDING RICH MAN, BY NAME PTOLEMAEUS, WHEN HE HAD SEEN THE MAIDEN WITH HER MOTHER BATHING, SENT UNTO HER TO TAKE HER TO WIFE; BUT HER MOTHER CONSENTED NOT. AND HE SENT OFT-TIMES TO HER, AND COULD NOT WAIT. [HERE A LEAF IS LOST: THE SENSE, HOWEVER, IS NOT HARD TO SUPPLY. AUGUSTINE SPEAKS (QUOTING APOCRYPHAL ACTS) OF A DAUGHTER OF PETER STRUCK WITH PALSY AT THE PRAYER OF HER FATHER. PTOLEMAEUS, UNABLE TO WIN THE MAIDEN BY FAIR MEANS, COMES AND CARRIES HER OFF. PETER HEARS OF IT AND PRAYS GOD TO PROTECT HER. HIS PRAYER IS HEARD. SHE IS STRUCK WITH PALSY ON ONE SIDE OF HER BODY. [THEN THE TEXT RESUMES]. THE SERVANTS OF PTOLEMAEUS BROUGHT THE MAIDEN AND LAID HER DOWN BEFORE THE DOOR OF THE HOUSE AND DEPARTED. BUT WHEN I PERCEIVED IT, I AND HER MOTHER, WE WENT DOWN AND FOUND THE MAIDEN, THAT ONE WHOLE SIDE OF HER BODY FROM HER TOES EVEN TO HER HEAD WAS PALSIED AND WITHERED: AND WE BORE HER AWAY, PRAISING THE LORD WHICH HAD PRESERVED HIS HANDMAID FROM [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENT AND SHAME AND ([SEXUAL] CORRUPTION). THIS IS THE CAUSE OF THE MATTER, WHY THE MAIDEN CONTINUETH SO UNTO THIS DAY. NOW, THEN, IT IS FITTING FOR YOU TO KNOW THE END OF PTOLEMAEUS. HE WENT HOME AND SORROWED NIGHT AND DAY OVER THAT WHICH HAD BEFALLEN HIM, AND BY REASON OF THE MANY TEARS WHICH HE SHED, HE BECAME BLIND. AND WHEN HE HAD RESOLVED TO RISE UP AND HANG HIMSELF, LO, ABOUT THE NINTH HOUR OF THE DAY, HE SAW A GREAT LIGHT WHICH ENLIGHTENED THE WHOLE HOUSE, AND HEARD A VOICE SAYING UNTO HIM: PTOLEMAEUS, GOD HATH NOT GIVEN THEE THE VESSELS FOR [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION AND SHAME, AND YET MORE DOTH IT NOT BECOME THEE WHICH HAST BELIEVED IN ME TO [SEXUALLY] DEFILE MY VIRGIN, WHOM THOU SHALT KNOW AS THY SISTER, EVEN AS IF I WERE UNTO YOU BOTH ONE SPIRIT (SIC). BUT RISE UP AND GO QUICKLY UNTO THE HOUSE OF THE APOSTLE PETER, AND THOU SHALT SEE MY GLORY; HE SHALL MAKE KNOWN UNTO THEE WHAT THOU MUST DO. BUT PTOLEMAEUS WAS NOT NEGLIGENT, AND BADE HIS SERVANTS SHOW HIM THE WAY AND BRING HIM UNTO ME. AND WHEN THEY WERE COME TO ME, HE TOLD ME ALL THAT HAD BEFALLEN HIM BY THE POWER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. THEN DID HE SEE WITH THE EYES OF HIS FLESH, AND WITH THE EYES OF HIS SOUL, AND MUCH PEOPLE BELIEVED (HOPED) IN CHRIST: AND HE DID THEM GOOD AND GAVE THEM THE GIFT OF GOD. THEREAFTER PTOLEMAEUS DIED, DEPARTING OUT OF THIS LIFE, AND WENT UNTO HIS LORD: AND WHEN HE MADE HIS WILL HE BEQUEATHED A PIECE OF LAND IN THE NAME OF MY DAUGHTER, BECAUSE THROUGH HER HE HAD BELIEVED IN GOD AND WAS MADE WHOLE. BUT I UNTO WHOM THE DISPOSITION THEREOF FELL, EXERCISED IT WITH GREAT CAREFULNESS: I SOLD THE LAND, AND GOD ALONE KNOWETH NEITHER I NOR MY DAUGHTER (RECEIVED THE PRICE). I SOLD THE LAND AND KEPT NOUGHT BACK OF THE PRICE, BUT GAVE ALL THE MONEY UNTO THE POOR. KNOW THEREFORE, THOU SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST, THAT GOD DIRECTETH (?) THEM THAT ARE HIS, AND PREPARETH GOOD FOR EVERY ONE OF THEM, ALTHOUGH WE THINK THAT GOD HATH FORGOTTEN US. THEREFORE NOW, BRETHREN, LET US BE SORROWFUL AND WATCH AND PRAY, AND SO SHALL THE GOODNESS OF GOD LOOK UPON US, WHEREON WE WAIT. AND YET FURTHER DISCOURSE DID PETER HOLD BEFORE THEM ALL, AND GLORIFIED THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST THE LORD AND GAVE THEM ALL OF THE BREAD: AND WHEN HE HAD DISTRIBUTED IT, HE ROSE UP AND WENT UNTO HIS HOUSE. THE SCENE OF THIS EPISODE IS PROBABLY JERUSALEM. THE SUBJECT OF IT WAS OFTEN USED BY LATER WRITERS, MOST NOTABLY, PERHAPS, BY THE AUTHOR OF THE LATE ACTS OF SS. NEREUS AND ACHILLEUS (FIFTH OR SIXTH CENTURY), WHO GIVES THE DAUGHTER A NAME, PETRONILLA, WHICH HAS PASSED INTO KALENDARS, AND AS PERRONELLE, PERNEL, OR PARNELL HAS BECOME FAMILIAR. A FEW CRITICS HAVE QUESTIONED WHETHER THIS PIECE REALLY BELONGS TO THE ACTS OF PETER: BUT THE WEIGHT OF PROBABILITY AND OF OPINION IS AGAINST THEM. NOTHING CAN BE PLAINER THAN THAT IT IS AN EXTRACT FROM A LARGER BOOK, AND THAT IT IS ANCIENT (THE MANUSCRIPT MAY BE OF THE FOURTH CENTURY). MOREOVER, AUGUSTINE, IN DEALING WITH APOCRYPHAL ACTS, ALLUDES TO THE STORY CONTAINED IN IT. WHAT OTHER LARGE BOOK OF ANCIENT DATE DEALING WITH PETER'S DOINGS CAN WE IMAGINE SAVE THE ACTS? 
2: THE GARDENER'S DAUGHTER
AUGUSTINE (AGAINST ADIMANTUS, XVII. 5), SAYS TO HIS MANICHAEAN OPPONENT: THE STORY OF PETER KILLING ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA BY A WORD IS VERY STUPIDLY BLAMED BY THOSE WHO IN THE APOCRYPHAL ACTS READ AND ADMIRE BOTH THE INCIDENT I MENTIONED ABOUT THE APOSTLE THOMAS (THE DEATH OF THE CUP-BEARER AT THE FEAST IN HIS ACTS) 'AND THAT THE DAUGHTER OF PETER HIMSELF WAS STRICKEN WITH PALSY AT THE PRAYER OF HER FATHER, AND THAT THE DAUGHTER OF A GARDENER DIED AT THE PRAYER OF PETER. THEIR ANSWER IS THAT IT WAS EXPEDIENT FOR THEM, THAT THE ONE SHOULD BE DISABLED BY PALSY AND THE OTHER SHOULD DIE: BUT THEY DO NOT DENY THAT IT HAPPENED AT THE PRAYER OF THE APOSTLE'. THIS ALLUSION TO THE GARDENER'S DAUGHTER REMAINED A PUZZLE UNTIL LATELY. BUT A PASSAGE IN THE EPISTLE OF TITUS (ALREADY QUOTED) TELLS US THE SUBSTANCE OF THE STORY. A CERTAIN GARDENER HAD A DAUGHTER, A VIRGIN, HER FATHER'S ONLY CHILD: HE BEGGED PETER TO PRAY FOR HER. UPON HIS REQUEST, THE APOSTLE ANSWERED HIM THAT THE LORD WOULD GIVE HER THAT WHICH WAS USEFUL FOR HER SOUL. IMMEDIATELY THE GIRL FELL DEAD. O WORTHY GAIN AND SUITABLE TO GOD, TO ESCAPE THE INSOLENCE OF THE FLESH AND MORTIFY THE BOASTFULNESS OF THE BLOOD! BUT THAT OLD MAN, FAITHLESS, AND NOT KNOWING THE GREATNESS OF THE HEAVENLY FAVOUR, IGNORANT OF THE DIVINE BENEFIT, ENTREATED PETER THAT HIS ONLY DAUGHTER MIGHT BE RAISED AGAIN. AND WHEN SHE WAS RAISED, NOT MANY DAYS AFTER, AS IT MIGHT BE TODAY, THE SLAVE OF A BELIEVER WHO LODGED IN THE HOUSE RAN UPON HER AND RUINED THE GIRL, AND BOTH OF THEM DISAPPEARED. THIS WAS EVIDENTLY A CONTRAST TO THE STORY OF PETER'S DAUGHTER, AND PROBABLY FOLLOWED IMMEDIATELY UPON IT IN THE ACTS. THERE IS ANOTHER SENTENCE APPROPRIATE TO THE SITUATION, WHICH DOM DE BRUYNE FOUND IN A CAMBRAI MS. OF THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY -A COLLECTION OF APOPHTHEGMS- AND PRINTED WITH THE EXTRACTS FROM THE EPISTLE OF TITUS. THAT THE DEAD ARE NOT TO BE MOURNED OVERMUCH, PETER, SPEAKING TO ONE WHO LAMENTED WITHOUT PATIENCE THE LOSS OF HIS DAUGHTER, SAID: SO MANY ASSAULTS OF THE DEVIL, SO MANY WARRING’S OF THE BODY, SO MANY DISASTERS OF THE WORLD HATH SHE ESCAPED, AND THOU SHEDDEST TEARS AS IF THOU KNEWEST NOT WHAT THOU SUFFEREST IN THYSELF (WHAT GOOD HATH BEFALLEN THEE). THIS MIGHT VERY WELL BE PART OF PETER'S ADDRESS TO THE BEREAVED GARDENER. 
3: THE VERCELLI ACTS
I. AT THE TIME WHEN PAUL WAS SOJOURNING IN ROME AND CONFIRMING MANY IN THE FAITH, IT CAME ALSO TO PASS THAT ONE BY NAME CANDIDA, THE WIFE OF QUARTUS THAT WAS OVER THE PRISONS, HEARD PAUL AND PAID HEED TO HIS WORDS AND BELIEVED. AND WHEN SHE HAD INSTRUCTED HER HUSBAND ALSO AND HE BELIEVED, QUARTUS SUFFERED PAUL TO GO WHITHER HE WOULD AWAY FROM THE CITY: TO WHOM PAUL SAID: IF IT BE THE WILL OF GOD, HE WILL REVEAL IT UNTO ME. AND AFTER PAUL HAD FASTED THREE DAYS AND ASKED OF THE LORD THAT WHICH SHOULD BE PROFITABLE FOR HIM, HE SAW A VISION, EVEN THE LORD SAYING UNTO HIM: ARISE, PAUL, AND BECOME A PHYSICIAN IN THY BODY (I.E. BY GOING THITHER IN PERSON) TO THEM THAT ARE IN SPAIN. HE THEREFORE, HAVING RELATED TO THE BRETHREN WHAT GOD HAD COMMANDED, NOTHING DOUBTING, PREPARED HIMSELF TO SET FORTH FROM THE CITY. BUT WHEN PAUL WAS ABOUT TO DEPART, THERE WAS GREAT WEEPING THROUGHOUT ALL THE BROTHERHOOD, BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT THAT THEY SHOULD SEE PAUL NO MORE, SO THAT THEY EVEN RENT THEIR CLOTHES. FOR THEY HAD IN MIND ALSO HOW THAT PAUL HAD OFTENTIMES CONTENDED WITH THE DOCTORS OF THE JEWS AND CONFUTED THEM, SAYING: CHRIST, UPON WHOM YOUR FATHERS LAID HANDS, ABOLISHED THEIR SABBATHS AND FASTS AND HOLY-DAYS AND CIRCUMCISION, AND THE DOCTRINES OF MEN AND THE REST OF THE TRADITIONS HE DID ABOLISH. BUT THE BRETHREN LAMENTED (AND ADJURED) PAUL BY THE COMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THAT HE SHOULD NOT BE ABSENT ABOVE A YEAR, SAYING: WE KNOW THY [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR THY BRETHREN; FORGET NOT US WHEN THOU ART COME THITHER, NEITHER BEGIN TO FORSAKE US, AS LITTLE CHILDREN WITHOUT A MOTHER. AND WHEN THEY BESOUGHT HIM LONG WITH TEARS, THERE CAME A SOUND FROM HEAVEN, AND A GREAT VOICE SAYING: PAUL THE SERVANT OF GOD IS CHOSEN TO MINISTER ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE: BY THE HANDS OF NERO THE UNGODLY AND WICKED MAN SHALL HE BE PERFECTED BEFORE YOUR EYES. AND A VERY GREAT FEAR FELL UPON THE BRETHREN BECAUSE OF THE VOICE WHICH CAME FROM HEAVEN: AND THEY WERE CONFIRMED YET MORE IN THE FAITH. II. NOW THEY BROUGHT UNTO PAUL BREAD AND WATER FOR THE SACRIFICE, THAT HE MIGHT MAKE PRAYER AND DISTRIBUTE IT TO EVERY ONE. AMONG WHOM IT BEFELL THAT A WOMAN NAMED RUFINA [SEXLESS] DESIRED, SHE ALSO, TO RECEIVE THE EUCHARIST AT THE HANDS OF PAUL: TO WHOM PAUL, FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD, SAID AS SHE DREW NEAR: RUFINA, THOU COMEST NOT WORTHILY UNTO THE ALTAR OF GOD, ARISING FROM BESIDE ONE THAT IS NOT THINE HUSBAND BUT AN ADULTERER, AND ASSAYEST TO RECEIVE THE EUCHARIST OF GOD. FOR BEHOLD SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SHALL TROUBLE THINE HEART AND CAST THEE DOWN IN THE SIGHT OF ALL THEM THAT BELIEVE IN THE LORD, THAT THEY WHICH SEE AND BELIEVE MAY KNOW THAT THEY HAVE BELIEVED IN THE LIVING GOD, THE SEARCHER OF HEARTS. BUT IF THOU REPENT OF THINE ACT, HE IS FAITHFUL THAT IS ABLE TO BLOT OUT THY [SEXUAL] SIN AND SET THEE FREE FROM THIS [SEXUAL] SIN: BUT IF THOU REPENT NOT, WHILE THOU ART YET IN THE BODY, DEVOURING FIRE AND OUTER DARKNESS SHALL RECEIVE THEE FOR EVER. AND IMMEDIATELY RUFINA FELL DOWN, BEING STRICKEN WITH PALSY (?) FROM HER HEAD UNTO THE NAILS OF HER FEET, AND SHE HAD NO POWER TO SPEAK (GIVEN HER) FOR HER TONGUE WAS BOUND. AND WHEN BOTH THEY THAT BELIEVED (IN THE FAITH) AND THE NEOPHYTES SAW IT, THEY BEAT THEIR BREASTS, REMEMBERING THEIR OLD [SEXUAL] SINS, AND MOURNED AND SAID: WE KNOW NOT IF GOD WILL FORGIVE THE FORMER [NON-SEXUAL] SINS WHICH WE HAVE COMMITTED. THEN PAUL CALLED FOR SILENCE AND SAID: MEN AND BRETHREN WHICH NOW HAVE BEGUN TO BELIEVE ON CHRIST, IF YE CONTINUE NOT IN YOUR FORMER WORKS OF THE TRADITION OF YOUR FATHERS, AND KEEP YOURSELVES FROM ALL GUILE AND WRATH AND FIERCENESS AND ADULTERY AND [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENT, AND FROM PRIDE AND ENVY AND CONTEMPT AND ENMITY, JESUS THE LIVING GOD WILL FORGIVE YOU THAT YE DID IN IGNORANCE. WHEREFORE, YE SERVANTS OF GOD, ARM YOURSELVES EVERY ONE IN YOUR INNER MAN WITH PEACE, PATIENCE, GENTLENESS, FAITH, CHARITY, KNOWLEDGE, WISDOM, [SEXLESS] LOVE OF THE BRETHREN, HOSPITALITY, MERCY, ABSTINENCE, CHASTITY, KINDNESS, JUSTICE: THEN SHALL YE HAVE FOR YOUR GUIDE EVERLASTINGLY THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN OF ALL CREATION, AND SHALL HAVE STRENGTH IN PEACE WITH OUR LORD. AND WHEN THEY HAD HEARD THESE THINGS OF PAUL, THEY BESOUGHT HIM TO PRAY FOR THEM. AND PAUL LIFTED UP HIS VOICE AND SAID: O ETERNAL GOD, GOD OF THE HEAVENS, GOD OF UNSPEAKABLE MAJESTY (DIVINITY), WHO HAST STABLISHED ALL THINGS BY THY WORD, WHO HAST BOUND UPON ALL THE WORLD THE CHAIN OF THY GRACE, FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THINE HOLY SON JESUS CHRIST, WE TOGETHER PRAY THEE THROUGH THY SON JESUS CHRIST, STRENGTHEN THE SOULS WHICH WERE BEFORE UNBELIEVING BUT NOW ARE FAITHFUL. ONCE I WAS A BLASPHEMER, NOW I AM BLASPHEMED; ONCE I WAS A PERSECUTOR, NOW DO I SUFFER PERSECUTION OF OTHERS; ONCE I WAS THE ENEMY OF CHRIST, NOW I PRAY THAT I MAY BE HIS FRIEND: FOR I TRUST IN HIS PROMISE AND IN HIS MERCY; I ACCOUNT MYSELF FAITHFUL AND THAT I HAVE RECEIVED FORGIVENESS OF MY FORMER [NON-SEXUAL] SINS. WHEREFORE I EXHORT YOU ALSO, BRETHREN, TO BELIEVE IN THE LORD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ALMIGHTY, AND TO PUT ALL YOUR TRUST IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HIS SON, BELIEVING IN HIM, AND NO MAN SHALL BE ABLE TO UPROOT YOU FROM HIS PROMISE. BOW YOUR KNEES THEREFORE TOGETHER AND COMMEND ME UNTO THE LORD, WHO AM ABOUT TO SET FORTH UNTO ANOTHER NATION, THAT HIS GRACE MAY GO BEFORE ME AND DISPOSE MY JOURNEY ARIGHT, THAT HE MAY RECEIVE HIS VESSELS HOLY AND BELIEVING, THAT THEY, GIVING THANKS FOR MY PREACHING OF THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD, MAY BE WELL GROUNDED IN THE FAITH. BUT THE BRETHREN WEPT LONG AND PRAYED UNTO THE LORD WITH PAUL, SAYING: BE THOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST, WITH PAUL AND RESTORE HIM UNTO US WHOLE: FOR WE KNOW OUR WEAKNESS WHICH IS IN US EVEN TO THIS DAY. III. AND A GREAT MULTITUDE OF WOMEN WERE KNEELING AND PRAYING AND BESEECHING PAUL; AND THEY KISSED HIS FEET AND ACCOMPANIED HIM UNTO THE HARBOUR. BUT DIONYSIUS AND BALBUS, OF ASIA, KNIGHTS OF ROME, AND ILLUSTRIOUS MEN, AND A SENATOR BY NAME DEMETRIUS ABODE BY PAUL ON HIS RIGHT HAND AND SAID: PAUL, I WOULD [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO LEAVE THE CITY IF I WERE NOT A MAGISTRATE, THAT I MIGHT NOT DEPART FROM THEE. ALSO FROM CAESAR'S HOUSE CLEOBIUS AND IPHITUS AND LYSIMACHUS AND ARISTAEUS AND TWO MATRONS BERENICE AND PHILOSTRATE, WITH NARCISSUS THE PRESBYTER [AFTER THEY HAD] ACCOMPANIED HIM TO THE HARBOUR: BUT WHEREAS A STORM OF THE SEA CAME ON, HE (NARCISSUS?) SENT THE BRETHREN BACK TO ROME, THAT IF ANY WOULD, HE MIGHT COME DOWN AND HEAR PAUL UNTIL HE SET SAIL: AND HEARING THAT, THE BRETHREN WENT UP UNTO THE CITY. AND WHEN THEY TOLD THE BRETHREN THAT HAD REMAINED IN THE CITY, AND THE REPORT WAS SPREAD ABROAD, SOME ON BEASTS, AND SOME ON FOOT, AND OTHERS BY WAY OF THE TIBER CAME DOWN TO THE HARBOUR, AND WERE CONFIRMED IN THE FAITH FOR THREE DAYS, AND ON THE FOURTH DAY UNTIL THE FIFTH HOUR, PRAYING TOGETHER WITH PAUL, AND MAKING THE OFFERING: AND THEY PUT ALL THAT WAS NEEDFUL ON THE SHIP AND DELIVERED HIM TWO YOUNG MEN, BELIEVERS, TO SAIL WITH HIM, AND BADE HIM FAREWELL IN THE LORD AND RETURNED TO ROME. THERE HAS BEEN GREAT DISPUTE ABOUT THESE THREE CHAPTERS, WHETHER THEY ARE NOT AN EXCERPT FROM THE ACTS OF PAUL, OR WHETHER THEY ARE AN ADDITION MADE BY THE WRITER OF THE GREEK ORIGINAL OF THE VERCELLI ACTS. IF THEY ARE FROM THE ACTS OF PAUL, IT MEANS THAT IN THOSE ACTS PAUL WAS REPRESENTED AS VISITING ROME TWICE, AND GOING TO SPAIN BETWEEN THE VISITS. EVIDENTLY, IF THIS WAS SO, HE DID NOT RETURN STRAIGHT FROM SPAIN TO ROME: AT LEAST THE COPTIC GIVES NO INDICATION THAT THE PROPHECIES OF CLEOBIUS AND MYRTE WERE UTTERED IN SPAIN. THE QUESTION IS A DIFFICULT ONE. ALL ALLOW THAT THE WRITER OF THE ACTS OF PETER KNEW AND USED THE ACTS OF PAUL: BUT THERE IS STRONG OPPOSITION TO THE IDEA THAT PAUL RELATED TWO VISITS TO ROME. THE WRITER OF PAUL OBVIOUSLY KNEW THE CANONICAL ACTS VERY WELL AND OBVIOUSLY TOOK GREAT LIBERTIES WITH THEM. DID HE GO SO FAR, ONE WONDERS, AS TO SUPPRESS AND IGNORE THE WHOLE STORY OF THE TRIAL BEFORE FELIX AND THE SHIPWRECK? IF HE TOLD OF BUT ONE VISIT TO ROME -THE FINAL ONE- IT APPEARS THAT HE DID: FOR THE CONDITIONS DESCRIBED IN THE MARTYRDOM -PAUL QUITE FREE AND MARTYRED VERY SHORTLY AFTER HIS ARRIVAL- ARE TOTALLY IRRECONCILABLE WITH LUKE (PAUL ARRIVING IN CUSTODY AND LIVING TWO YEARS AT LEAST IN THE CITY). IV. NOW AFTER A FEW DAYS THERE WAS A GREAT COMMOTION IN THE MIDST OF THE CHURCH, FOR SOME SAID THAT THEY HAD SEEN WONDERFUL WORKS DONE BY A CERTAIN MAN WHOSE NAME WAS SIMON, AND THAT HE WAS AT ARICIA, AND THEY ADDED FURTHER THAT HE SAID HE WAS A GREAT POWER OF GOD AND WITHOUT GOD HE DID NOTHING. IS NOT THIS THE CHRIST? BUT WE BELIEVE IN HIM WHOM PAUL PREACHED UNTO US; FOR BY HIM HAVE WE SEEN THE DEAD RAISED, AND MEN DELIVERED FROM, DIVER’S INFIRMITIES: BUT THIS MAN SEEKETH CONTENTION, WE KNOW IT (OR, BUT WHAT THIS CONTENTION IS, WE KNOW NOT) FOR THERE IS NO SMALL STIR MADE AMONG US. PERCHANCE ALSO HE WILL NOW ENTER INTO ROME; FOR YESTERDAY THEY BESOUGHT HIM WITH GREAT ACCLAMATIONS, SAYING UNTO HIM: THOU ART GOD IN ITALY, THOU ART THE SAVIOUR OF THE ROMANS: HASTE QUICKLY UNTO ROME. BUT HE SPAKE TO THE PEOPLE WITH A SHRILL VOICE, SAYING: TOMORROW ABOUT THE SEVENTH HOUR YE SHALL SEE ME FLY OVER THE GATE OF THE CITY IN THE FORM (HABIT) WHEREIN YE NOW SEE ME SPEAKING UNTO YOU. THEREFORE, BRETHREN, IF IT, SEEM GOOD UNTO YOU, LET US GO AND AWAIT CAREFULLY THE ISSUE OF THE MATTER. THEY ALL THEREFORE RAN TOGETHER AND CAME UNTO THE GATE. AND WHEN IT WAS THE SEVENTH HOUR, BEHOLD SUDDENLY A DUST WAS SEEN IN THE SKY AFAR OFF, LIKE A SMOKE SHINING WITH RAYS STRETCHING FAR FROM IT. AND WHEN HE DREW NEAR TO THE GATE, SUDDENLY HE WAS NOT SEEN: AND THEREAFTER HE APPEARED, STANDING IN THE MIDST OF THE PEOPLE; WHOM THEY ALL WORSHIPPED, AND TOOK KNOWLEDGE THAT HE WAS THE SAME THAT WAS SEEN OF THEM THE DAY BEFORE. AND THE BRETHREN WERE NOT A LITTLE OFFENDED AMONG THEMSELVES, SEEING, MOREOVER, THAT PAUL WAS NOT AT ROME, NEITHER TIMOTHEUS NOR BARNABAS, FOR THEY HAD BEEN SENT INTO MACEDONIA BY PAUL, AND THAT THERE WAS NO MAN TO COMFORT US, TO SPEAK NOTHING OF THEM THAT HAD BUT JUST BECOME CATECHUMENS. AND AS SIMON EXALTED HIMSELF YET MORE BY THE WORKS WHICH HE DID, AND MANY OF THEM DAILY CALLED PAUL A SORCERER, AND OTHERS A DECEIVER, OF SO GREAT A MULTITUDE THAT HAD BEEN STABLISHED IN THE FAITH ALL FELL AWAY SAVE NARCISSUS THE PRESBYTER AND TWO WOMEN IN THE LODGING OF THE BITHYNIANS, AND FOUR THAT COULD NO LONGER GO OUT OF THEIR HOUSE, BUT WERE SHUT UP (DAY AND NIGHT): THESE GAVE THEMSELVES UNTO PRAYER (BY DAY AND NIGHT), BESEECHING THE LORD THAT PAUL MIGHT RETURN QUICKLY, OR SOME OTHER THAT SHOULD VISIT HIS SERVANTS, BECAUSE THE DEVIL HAD MADE THEM FALL BY HIS WICKEDNESS. V. AND AS THEY PRAYED AND FASTED, GOD WAS ALREADY TEACHING PETER AT JERUSALEM OF THAT WHICH SHOULD COME TO PASS. FOR WHEREAS THE TWELVE YEARS WHICH THE LORD CHRIST HAD ENJOINED UPON HIM WERE FULFILLED, HE SHOWED HIM A VISION AFTER THIS MANNER, SAYING UNTO HIM: PETER, THAT SIMON THE SORCERER WHOM THOU DIDST CAST OUT OF JUDAEA, CONVICTING HIM, HATH AGAIN COME BEFORE THEE (PREVENTED THEE) AT ROME. AND THAT SHALT THOU KNOW SHORTLY (OR, AND THAT THOU MAYEST KNOW IN FEW WORDS): FOR ALL THAT DID BELIEVE IN ME HATH SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] MADE TO FALL BY HIS CRAFT AND WORKING: WHOSE POWER SIMON APPROVETH HIMSELF TO BE. BUT DELAY THEE NOT: SET FORTH ON THE MORROW, AND THERE SHALT THOU FIND A SHIP READY, SETTING SAIL FOR ITALY, AND WITHIN FEW DAYS I WILL SHOW THEE MY GRACE WHICH HATH IN IT NO GRUDGING. PETER THEN, ADMONISHED BY THE VISION, RELATED IT UNTO THE BRETHREN WITHOUT DELAY, SAYING: IT IS NECESSARY FOR ME TO GO UP UNTO ROME TO FIGHT WITH THE [SEXUAL] ENEMY AND [SEXUAL] ADVERSARY OF THE LORD AND OF OUR BRETHREN. AND HE WENT DOWN TO CAESAREA AND EMBARKED QUICKLY IN THE SHIP, WHEREOF THE LADDER WAS ALREADY DRAWN UP, NOT TAKING ANY PROVISION WITH HIM. BUT THE GOVERNOR OF THE SHIP WHOSE NAME WAS THEON LOOKED ON PETER AND SAID: WHATSOEVER WE HAVE, ALL IS THINE. FOR WHAT THANK HAVE WE, IF WE TAKE IN A MAN LIKE UNTO OURSELVES WHO IS IN UNCERTAIN CASE (DIFFICULTY) AND SHARE NOT ALL THAT WE HAVE WITH THEE? BUT ONLY LET US HAVE A PROSPEROUS VOYAGE. BUT PETER, GIVING HIM THANKS FOR THAT WHICH HE OFFERED, HIMSELF FASTED WHILE HE WAS IN THE SHIP, SORROWFUL IN MIND AND AGAIN CONSOLING HIMSELF BECAUSE GOD ACCOUNTED HIM WORTHY TO BE A MINISTER IN HIS SERVICE. AND AFTER A FEW DAYS THE GOVERNOR OF THE SHIP ROSE UP AT THE HOUR OF HIS DINNER AND ASKED PETER TO EAT WITH HIM, AND SAID TO HIM: O THOU, WHOEVER THOU ART, I KNOW THEE NOT, BUT AS I RECKON, I TAKE THEE FOR A SERVANT OF GOD. FOR AS I WAS STEERING MY SHIP AT MIDNIGHT, I PERCEIVED THE VOICE OF A MAN FROM HEAVEN SAYING TO ME: THEON, THEON! AND TWICE IT CALLED ME BY MY NAME AND SAID TO ME: AMONG THEM THAT SAIL WITH THEE LET PETER BE GREATLY HONOURED BY THEE, FOR BY HIM SHALT THOU AND THE REST BE PRESERVED SAFE WITHOUT ANY HURT AFTER SUCH A COURSE AS THOU HOPEST NOT FOR. AND PETER BELIEVED THAT GOD WOULD VOUCHSAFE TO SHOW HIS PROVIDENCE UPON THE SEA UNTO THEM THAT WERE IN THE SHIP, AND THENCEFORTH BEGAN PETER TO DECLARE UNTO THEON THE MIGHTY WORKS OF GOD, AND HOW THE LORD HAD CHOSEN HIM FROM AMONG THE APOSTLES, AND FOR WHAT BUSINESS HE SAILED UNTO ITALY: AND DAILY HE COMMUNICATED UNTO HIM THE WORD OF GOD. AND CONSIDERING HIM HE PERCEIVED BY HIS WALK THAT HE WAS OF ONE MIND IN THE FAITH AND A WORTHY MINISTER (DEACON). NOW WHEN THERE WAS A CALM UPON THE SHIP IN HADRIA (THE ADRIATIC), THEON SHOWED IT TO PETER, SAYING UNTO HIM: IF THOU WILT ACCOUNT ME WORTHY, WHOM THOU MAYEST BAPTIZE WITH THE SEAL OF THE LORD THOU HAST AN OPPORTUNITY. FOR ALL THAT WERE IN THE SHIP HAD FALLEN ASLEEP, BEING DRUNKEN. AND PETER WENT DOWN BY A ROPE AND BAPTIZED THEON IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS] AND THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN]: AND HE CAME UP OUT OF THE WATER REJOICING WITH GREAT JOY, AND PETER ALSO WAS GLAD BECAUSE GOD HAD ACCOUNTED THEON WORTHY OF HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. ARID IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THEON WAS BAPTIZED, THERE APPEARED IN THE SAME PLACE A YOUTH SHINING AND BEAUTIFUL, SAYING UNTO THEM: PEACE BE UNTO YOU. AND IMMEDIATELY PETER AND THEON WENT UP AND ENTERED INTO THE CABIN; AND PETER TOOK BREAD AND GAVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD WHICH HAD ACCOUNTED HIM WORTHY OF HIS HOLY MINISTRY, AND FOR THAT THE YOUTH HAD APPEARED UNTO THEM, SAYING: PEACE BE UNTO YOU. AND HE SAID: THOU BEST AND ALONE HOLY ONE, IT IS THOU THAT HAST APPEARED UNTO US, O GOD JESU [S] CHRIST, AND IN THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HATH THIS MAN NOW BEEN WASHED AND SEALED WITH THY HOLY SEAL. THEREFORE, IN THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] DO I IMPART UNTO HIM THINE EUCHARIST, THAT HE MAY BE THY PERFECT SERVANT WITHOUT BLAME FOR EVER. AND AS THEY FEASTED AND REJOICED IN THE LORD, SUDDENLY THERE CAME A WIND, NOT VEHEMENT BUT MODERATE, AT THE SHIP'S PROW, AND CEASED NOT FOR SIX DAYS AND AS MANY NIGHTS, UNTIL THEY CAME UNTO PUTEOLI. VI. AND WHEN THEY HAD TOUCHED AT PUTEOLI, THEON LEAPT OUT OF THE SHIP AND WENT UNTO THE INN WHERE HE WAS WONT TO LODGE, TO PREPARE TO RECEIVE PETER. NOW HE WITH WHOM HE LODGED WAS ONE BY NAME ARISTON, WHICH ALWAYS FEARED THE LORD, AND BECAUSE OF THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THEON ENTRUSTED HIMSELF WITH HIM (HAD DEALINGS WITH HIM). AND WHEN HE WAS COME TO THE INN AND SAW ARISTON, THEON SAID UNTO HIM: GOD WHO HATH ACCOUNTED THEE WORTHY TO SERVE HIM HATH COMMUNICATED HIS GRACE UNTO ME ALSO BY HIS HOLY SERVANT PETER, WHO HATH NOW SAILED WITH ME FROM JUDAEA, BEING [SEXLESS] COMMANDED BY OUR LORD TO COME UNTO ITALY. AND WHEN HE HEARD THAT, ARISTON FELL UPON THEON'S NECK AND EMBRACED HIM AND BESOUGHT HIM TO BRING HIM TO THE SHIP AND SHOW HIM PETER. FOR ARISTON SAID THAT SINCE PAUL SET FORTH UNTO SPAIN THERE WAS NO MAN OF THE BRETHREN WITH WHOM HE COULD REFRESH HIMSELF, AND, MOREOVER, A CERTAIN JEW HAD BROKEN INTO THE CITY, NAMED SIMON, AND WITH HIS CHARMS OF SORCERY AND HIS WICKEDNESS HATH HE MADE ALL THE BROTHERHOOD FALL AWAY THIS WAY AND THAT, SO THAT I ALSO FLED FROM ROME, EXPECTING THE COMING OF PETER: FOR PAUL HAD TOLD US OF HIM, AND I ALSO HAVE SEEN MANY THINGS IN A VISION. NOW, THEREFORE, I BELIEVE IN MY LORD THAT HE WILL BUILD UP AGAIN HIS MINISTRY, FOR ALL THIS DECEIT SHALL BE ROOTED OUT FROM AMONG HIS SERVANTS. FOR OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IS FAITHFUL, WHO IS ABLE TO RESTORE OUR MINDS. AND WHEN THEON HEARD THESE THINGS FROM ARISTON, WHO WEPT, HIS SPIRIT WAS RAISED (INCREASED) YET MORE AND HE WAS THE MORE STRENGTHENED, BECAUSE HE PERCEIVED THAT HE HAD BELIEVED ON THE LIVING GOD. BUT WHEN THEY CAME TOGETHER UNTO THE SHIP, PETER LOOKED UPON THEM AND SMILED, BEING FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT; SO THAT ARISTON FALLING ON HIS FACE AT PETER'S FEET, SAID THUS: BROTHER AND LORD, THAT HAST PART IN THE HOLY MYSTERIES AND SHOWEST THE RIGHT WAY WHICH IS IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST OUR GOD, WHO BY THEE HATH SHOWN UNTO US HIS COMING: WE HAVE LOST ALL THEM WHOM PAUL HAD DELIVERED UNTO US, BY THE [SEXUAL] WORKING OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], BUT NOW I TRUST IN THE LORD WHO HATH COMMANDED THEE TO COME UNTO US, SENDING THEE AS HIS MESSENGER, THAT HE HATH ACCOUNTED US WORTHY TO SEE HIS GREAT AND WONDERFUL WORKS BY THY MEANS. I PRAY THEE THEREFORE, MAKE HASTE UNTO THE CITY: FOR I LEFT THE BRETHREN WHICH HAVE STUMBLED, WHOM I SAW FALL INTO THE [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION OF THE DEVIL, AND FLED HITHER, SAYING UNTO THEM: BRETHREN, STAND FAST IN THE FAITH, FOR IT IS OF NECESSITY THAT WITHIN THESE TWO MONTHS THE MERCY OF OUR LORD, BRING HIS SERVANT UNTO YOU. FOR I HAD SEEN A VISION, EVEN PAUL, SAYING UNTO ME: ARISTON, FLEE THOU OUT OF THE CITY. AND WHEN I HEARD IT, I BELIEVED WITHOUT DELAY AND WENT FORTH IN THE LORD, ALTHOUGH I HAD AN INFIRMITY IN MY FLESH, AND CAME HITHER; AND DAY BY DAY I STOOD UPON THE SEA-SHORE ASKING THE SAILORS: HATH PETER SAILED WITH YOU? BUT NOW THROUGH THE ABUNDANCE OF THE GRACE OF GOD I ENTREAT THEE, LET US GO UP UNTO ROME WITHOUT DELAY, LEST THE TEACHING OF THIS WICKED MAN PREVAIL YET FURTHER. AND AS ARISTON SAID THIS WITH TEARS, PETER GAVE HIM HIS HAND AND RAISED HIM UP FROM THE EARTH, AND PETER ALSO GROANING, SAID WITH TEARS: HE HATH PREVENTED US WHICH [SEXUALLY] TEMPTETH ALL THE WORLD BY HIS ANGELS; BUT HE THAT HATH POWER TO SAVE HIS SERVANTS FROM ALL [SEXUAL] TEMPTATIONS SHALL QUENCH HIS DECEITS AND PUT HIM BENEATH THE FEET OF THEM THAT HAVE BELIEVED IN CHRIST WHOM WE PREACH. AND, AS THEY ENTERED IN AT THE GATE, THEON ENTREATED PETER, SAYING: THOU DIDST NOT REFRESH THYSELF ON ANY DAY IN SO GREAT A VOYAGE (SEA): AND NOW AFTER (BEFORE) SO HARD A JOURNEY WILT THOU SET OUT FORTHWITH FROM THE SHIP? TARRY AND REFRESH THYSELF, AND SO SHALT THOU SET FORTH: FOR FROM HENCE TO ROME UPON A PAVEMENT OF FLINT I FEAR LEST THOU BE HURT BY THE SHAKING. BUT PETER ANSWERED AND SAID TO THEM: WHAT IF IT COME TO PASS THAT A MILLSTONE WERE HUNG UPON ME, AND LIKEWISE UPON THE [SEXUAL] ENEMY OF OUR LORD, EVEN AS MY LORD SAID UNTO US OF ANY THAT OFFENDED ONE OF THE BRETHREN, AND I WERE DROWNED IN THE SEA? BUT IT MIGHT BE NOT ONLY A MILLSTONE, BUT THAT WHICH IS FAR WORSE, EVEN THAT I WHICH AM THE ENEMY OF THIS PERSECUTOR OF HIS SERVANTS SHOULD DIE AFAR OFF FROM THEM THAT HAVE BELIEVED ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST (SO FICKER: THE SENTENCE IS CORRUPT; THE SENSE IS THAT PETER MUST AT ALL COSTS BE WITH HIS FELLOW-CHRISTIANS, OR HE WILL INCUR EVEN WORSE PUNISHMENT THAN THAT THREATENED BY OUR LORD'S [SEXLESS] WORDS). AND BY NO EXHORTATION COULD THEON PREVAIL TO PERSUADE HIM TO TARRY THERE EVEN ONE DAY. BUT THEON HIMSELF DELIVERED ALL THAT WAS IN THE SHIP TO BE SOLD FOR THE PRICE WHICH HE THOUGHT GOOD, AND FOLLOWED PETER UNTO ROME; WHOM ARISTON BROUGHT UNTO THE ABODE OF NARCISSUS THE PRESBYTER. VII. NOW THE REPORT WAS NOISED THROUGH THE CITY UNTO THE BRETHREN THAT WERE DISPERSED, BECAUSE OF SIMON, THAT HE MIGHT SHOW HIM TO BE A DECEIVER AND A PERSECUTOR OF GOOD MEN. ALL THE MULTITUDE THEREFORE RAN TOGETHER TO SEE THE APOSTLE OF THE LORD STAY (HIMSELF, OR THE BRETHREN) ON CHRIST. AND ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK WHEN THE MULTITUDE WAS ASSEMBLED TO SEE PETER, PETER BEGAN TO SAY WITH A LOUD VOICE: YE MEN HERE PRESENT THAT TRUST IN CHRIST, YE THAT FOR A LITTLE SPACE HAVE SUFFERED [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION, LEARN FOR WHAT CAUSE GOD SENT HIS SON INTO THE WORLD, AND WHEREFORE HE MADE HIM TO BE BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY; FOR WOULD HE SO HAVE DONE IF NOT TO PROCURE US SOME GRACE OR DISPENSATION? EVEN BECAUSE HE WOULD TAKE AWAY ALL OFFENCE AND ALL IGNORANCE AND ALL THE CONTRIVANCE OF THE DEVIL, HIS ATTEMPTS (BEGINNINGS) AND HIS STRENGTH WHEREWITH HE PREVAILED AFORETIME, BEFORE OUR GOD SHINED FORTH IN THE WORLD. AND WHEREAS MEN THROUGH IGNORANCE FELL INTO DEATH BY MANY AND DIVER’S INFIRMITIES, ALMIGHTY GOD, MOVED WITH COMPASSION, SENT HIS SON INTO THE WORLD. WITH WHOM I WAS; AND HE (OR I) WALKED UPON THE WATER, WHEREOF I MYSELF REMAIN A WITNESS, AND DO TESTIFY THAT HE THEN WORKED IN THE WORLD BY SIGNS AND WONDERS, ALL OF WHICH HE DID. I DO CONFESS, DEARLY-BELOVED BRETHREN, THAT I WAS WITH HIM: YET I DENIED HIM, EVEN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND THAT NOT ONCE ONLY, BUT THRICE; FOR THERE WERE EVIL DOGS THAT WERE COME ABOUT ME AS THEY DID UNTO THE LORD'S PROPHETS. AND THE LORD IMPUTED IT NOT UNTO ME, BUT TURNED UNTO ME AND HAD COMPASSION ON THE INFIRMITY OF MY FLESH, WHEN (OR SO THAT) AFTERWARD I BITTERLY BEWAILED MYSELF, AND LAMENTED THE WEAKNESS OF MY FAITH, BECAUSE I WAS BEFOOLED BY THE DEVIL AND KEPT NOT IN MIND THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF MY LORD. AND NOW I SAY UNTO YOU, O MEN AND BRETHREN, WHICH ARE GATHERED TOGETHER IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: AGAINST YOU ALSO HATH THE DECEIVER SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AIMED HIS ARROWS, THAT YE MIGHT DEPART OUT OF THE WAY. BUT FAINT NOT, BRETHREN, NEITHER LET YOUR SPIRIT FALL, BUT BE STRONG AND PERSEVERE AND DOUBT NOT: FOR IF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] CAUSED ME TO STUMBLE, WHOM THE LORD HAD IN GREAT HONOUR, SO THAT I DENIED THE LIGHT OF MINE HOPE, AND IF HE OVERTHREW ME AND PERSUADED ME TO FLEE AS IF I HAD PUT MY TRUST IN A MAN, WHAT THINK YE WILL HE DO UNTO YOU WHICH ARE BUT YOUNG IN THE FAITH? DID YE SUPPOSE THAT HE WOULD NOT TURN YOU AWAY TO MAKE YOU [SEXUAL] ENEMIES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND CAST YOU DOWN INTO PERDITION BY A NEW (OR THE LAST) DECEIT? FOR WHOMSOEVER HE CASTETH OUT FROM THE HOPE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, HE IS A SON OF PERDITION FOR EVER. TURN YOURSELVES, THEREFORE, BRETHREN, CHOSEN OF THE LORD, AND BE STRONG IN GOD ALMIGHTY, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHOM NO MAN HATH SEEN AT ANY TIME, NEITHER CAN SEE, SAVE HE WHO HATH BELIEVED IN HIM. AND BE YE AWARE WHENCE THIS [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION HATH COME UPON YOU. FOR IT IS NOT ONLY BY WORDS THAT I WOULD CONVINCE YOU THAT THIS IS CHRIST WHOM I PREACH, BUT ALSO BY DEEDS AND EXCEEDING GREAT WORKS OF POWER DO I EXHORT YOU BY THE FAITH THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS, THAT NONE OF YOU LOOK FOR ANY OTHER SAVE HIM THAT WAS DESPISED AND MOCKED OF THE JEWS, EVEN THIS NAZARENE WHICH WAS CRUCIFIED AND DIED AND THE THIRD DAY ROSE AGAIN. VIII. AND THE BRETHREN REPENTED AND ENTREATED PETER TO FIGHT AGAINST SIMON: (WHO SAID THAT HE WAS THE POWER OF GOD, AND LODGED IN THE HOUSE OF MARCELLUS A SENATOR, WHOM HE HAD CONVINCED BY HIS CHARMS) SAYING: BELIEVE US, BROTHER PETER: THERE WAS NO MAN AMONG MEN SO WISE AS THIS MARCELLUS. ALL THE WIDOWS THAT TRUSTED IN CHRIST HAD RECOURSE UNTO HIM; ALL THE FATHERLESS WERE FED BY HIM; AND WHAT MORE, BROTHER? ALL THE POOR CALLED MARCELLUS THEIR PATRON, AND HIS HOUSE WAS CALLED THE HOUSE OF THE STRANGERS AND OF THE POOR, AND THE EMPEROR SAID UNTO HIM: I WILL KEEP THEE OUT OF EVERY OFFICE, LEST THOU DESPOIL THE PROVINCES TO GIVE GIFTS UNTO THE CHRISTIANS. AND MARCELLUS ANSWERED: ALL MY GOODS ARE ALSO THINE. AND CAESAR SAID TO HIM: MINE THEY WOULD BE IF THOU KEPTEST THEM FOR ME; BUT NOW THEY ARE NOT MINE, FOR THOU GIVEST THEM TO WHOM THOU WILT, AND I KNOW NOT TO WHAT VILE PERSONS. HAVING THIS, THEN, BEFORE OUR EYES, BROTHER PETER, WE REPORT IT TO THEE, HOW THE GREAT MERCY OF THIS MAN IS TURNED UNTO BLASPHEMY; FOR IF HE HAD NOT TURNED, NEITHER SHOULD WE HAVE DEPARTED FROM THE HOLY FAITH OF GOD OUR LORD. AND NOW DOTH THIS MARCELLUS IN ANGER REPENT HIM OF HIS GOOD DEEDS, SAYING: ALL THIS SUBSTANCE HAVE I SPENT IN ALL THIS TIME, VAINLY BELIEVING THAT I GAVE IT FOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD! SO THAT IF ANY STRANGER COMETH TO THE DOOR OF HIS HOUSE, HE SMITETH HIM WITH A STAFF AND BIDDETH HIM BE BEATEN, SAYING: WOULD GOD I HAD NOT SPENT SO MUCH MONEY UPON THESE IMPOSTORS: AND YET MORE DOTH HE SAY, BLASPHEMING. BUT IF THERE ABIDE IN THEE ANY MERCY OF OUR LORD AND AUGHT OF THE GOODNESS OF HIS COMMANDMENTS, DO THOU SUCCOR THE [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] OF THIS MAN WHO HATH DONE SO MANY ALMS-DEEDS UNTO THE SERVANTS OF GOD. AND PETER, WHEN HE PERCEIVED THIS, WAS SMITTEN WITH SHARP AFFLICTION AND SAID: O THE DIVERS ARTS AND [SEXUAL] TEMPTATIONS OF THE DEVIL! O THE CONTRIVANCES AND DEVICES OF THE WICKED! HE THAT NOURISHETH UP FOR HIMSELF A MIGHTY FIRE IN THE DAY OF WRATH, THE DESTRUCTION OF SIMPLE MEN, THE RAVENING WOLF, THE DEVOURER AND SCATTERER OF ETERNAL LIFE! THOU DIDST ENMESH THE FIRST MAN IN CONCUPISCENCE AND BIND HIM WITH THINE OLD INIQUITY AND WITH THE CHAIN OF THE FLESH: THOU ART WHOLLY THE EXCEEDING BITTER FRUIT OF THE TREE OF BITTERNESS, WHO SENDEST DIVER’S [SEXUAL] LUSTS UPON MEN. THOU DIDST COMPEL JUDAS MY FELLOW-DISCIPLE AND FELLOW-APOSTLE TO DO WICKEDLY AND DELIVER UP OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO SHALL PUNISH THEE THEREFORE. THOU DIDST HARDEN THE HEART OF HEROD AND DIDST INFLAME PHARAOH AND COMPEL HIM TO FIGHT AGAINST MOSES THE HOLY SERVANT OF GOD; THOU DIDST GIVE BOLDNESS UNTO CAIAPHAS, THAT HE SHOULD DELIVER OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST UNTO THE UNRIGHTEOUS MULTITUDE; AND EVEN UNTIL NOW THOU SHOOTEST AT INNOCENT SOULS WITH THY POISONOUS ARROWS. THOU WICKED ONE, [SEXUAL] ENEMY OF ALL MEN, BE THOU ACCURSED FROM THE CHURCH OF HIM THE SON OF THE HOLY GOD OMNIPOTENT AND AS A BRAND CAST OUT OF THE FIRE SHALT THOU BE QUENCHED BY THE SERVANTS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. UPON THEE LET THY BLACKNESS BE TURNED AND UPON THY CHILDREN, AN EVIL SEED; UPON THEE BE TURNED THY WICKEDNESS AND THY THREATENING’S; UPON THEE AND THINE ANGELS BE THY [SEXUAL] TEMPTATIONS, THOU BEGINNING OF MALICE AND BOTTOMLESS PIT OF DARKNESS! LET THY DARKNESS THAT THOU HAST BE WITH THEE AND WITH THY VESSELS WHICH THOU OWNEST! DEPART FROM THEM THAT SHALL BELIEVE IN GOD, DEPART FROM THE SERVANTS OF CHRIST AND FROM THEM THAT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO BE HIS SOLDIERS. KEEP THOU TO THYSELF THY GARMENTS OF DARKNESS! WITHOUT CAUSE KNOCKEST THOU AT OTHER MEN'S DOORS, WHICH ARE NOT THINE BUT OF CHRIST JESUS THAT KEEPETH THEM. FOR THOU, RAVENING WOLF, WOULDEST CARRY OFF THE SHEEP THAT ARE NOT THINE BUT OF CHRIST JESUS, WHO KEEPETH THEM WITH ALL CARE AND DILIGENCE. IX. AS PETER SPAKE THUS WITH GREAT SORROW OF MIND, MANY WERE ADDED UNTO THEM THAT BELIEVED ON THE LORD. BUT THE BRETHREN BESOUGHT PETER TO JOIN BATTLE WITH SIMON AND NOT SUFFER HIM ANY LONGER TO VEX THE PEOPLE. AND WITHOUT DELAY PETER WENT QUICKLY OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUE (ASSEMBLY) AND WENT UNTO THE HOUSE OF MARCELLUS, WHERE SIMON LODGED: AND MUCH PEOPLE FOLLOWED HIM. AND WHEN HE CAME TO THE DOOR, HE CALLED THE PORTER AND SAID TO HIM: GO, SAY UNTO SIMON: PETER BECAUSE OF WHOM THOU FLEDDEST OUT OF JUDAEA WAITETH FOR THEE AT THE DOOR. THE PORTER ANSWERED AND SAID TO PETER: SIR, WHETHER THOU BE PETER, I KNOW NOT: BUT I HAVE A COMMAND; FOR HE HAD KNOWLEDGE THAT YESTERDAY THOU DIDST ENTER INTO THE CITY, AND SAID UNTO ME: WHETHER IT BE BY DAY OR BY NIGHT, AT WHATSOEVER HOUR HE COMETH, SAY THAT I AM NOT WITHIN. AND PETER SAID TO THE YOUNG MAN: THOU HAST WELL SAID IN REPORTING THAT WHICH HE COMPELLED THEE TO SAY. AND PETER TURNED UNTO THE PEOPLE THAT FOLLOWED HIM AND SAID: YE SHALL NOW SEE A GREAT AND MARVELOUS WONDER. AND PETER SEEING A GREAT DOG BOUND WITH A STRONG CHAIN, WENT TO HIM AND LOOSED HIM, AND WHEN HE WAS LOOSED THE DOG RECEIVED A MAN'S VOICE AND SAID UNTO PETER: WHAT DOST THOU BID ME TO DO, THOU SERVANT OF THE UNSPEAKABLE AND LIVING GOD? PETER SAID UNTO HIM: GO IN AND SAY UNTO SIMON IN THE MIDST OF HIS COMPANY: PETER SAITH UNTO THEE, COME FORTH ABROAD, FOR THY SAKE AM I COME TO ROME, THOU WICKED ONE AND DECEIVER OF SIMPLE SOULS. AND IMMEDIATELY THE DOG RAN AND ENTERED IN, AND RUSHED INTO THE MIDST OF THEM THAT WERE WITH SIMON, AND LIFTED UP HIS FOREFEET AND IN A LOUD VOICE SAID: THOU SIMON, PETER THE SERVANT OF CHRIST WHO STANDETH AT THE DOOR SAITH UNTO THEE: COME FORTH ABROAD, FOR THY SAKE AM I COME TO ROME, THOU MOST WICKED ONE AND DECEIVER OF SIMPLE SOULS. AND WHEN SIMON HEARD IT, AND BEHELD THE INCREDIBLE SIGHT, HE LOST THE WORDS WHEREWITH HE WAS DECEIVING THEM THAT STOOD BY, AND ALL OF THEM WERE AMAZED. X. BUT WHEN MARCELLUS SAW IT HE WENT OUT TO THE DOOR AND EAST HIMSELF AT PETER'S FEET AND SAID: PETER, I EMBRACE THY FEET, THOU HOLY SERVANT OF THE HOLY GOD; I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED GREATLY: BUT EXACT THOU NOT MY [SEXUAL] SINS, IF THERE BE IN THEE THE TRUE FAITH OF CHRIST, WHOM THOU PREACHEST, IF THOU REMEMBER HIS COMMANDMENTS, TO HATE NO MAN, TO BE UNKIND TO NO MAN, AS I LEARNED FROM THY FELLOW APOSTLE PAUL; KEEP NOT IN MIND MY FAULTS, BUT PRAY FOR ME UNTO THE LORD, THE HOLY SON OF GOD WHOM I HAVE PROVOKED TO WRATH -FOR I HAVE PERSECUTED HIS SERVANTS- THAT I BE NOT DELIVERED WITH THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF SIMON UNTO ETERNAL FIRE; WHO SO PERSUADED ME, THAT I SET UP A STATUE TO HIM WITH THIS INSCRIPTION: 'TO SIMON THE NEW (YOUNG) GOD.' IF I KNEW, O PETER, THAT THOU COULDEST BE WON WITH MONEY, I WOULD GIVE THEE ALL MY SUBSTANCE, YEA I WOULD GIVE IT AND DESPISE IT, THAT I MIGHT GAIN MY SOUL. IF I HAD SONS, I WOULD ACCOUNT THEM AS NOTHING, IF ONLY I MIGHT BELIEVE IN THE LIVING GOD. BUT I CONFESS THAT HE WOULD NOT HAVE DECEIVED ME SAVE THAT HE SAID THAT HE WAS THE POWER OF GOD; YET WILL I TELL THEE, O MOST GENTLE (SWEET) PETER: I WAS NOT WORTHY TO HEAR THEE, THOU SERVANT OF GOD, NEITHER WAS I STABLISHED IN THE FAITH OF GOD WHICH IS IN CHRIST; THEREFORE, WAS I MADE TO STUMBLE. I BESEECH THEE, THEREFORE, TAKE NOT ILL THAT WHICH I AM ABOUT TO SAY, THAT CHRIST OUR LORD WHOM THOU PREACHEST IN TRUTH SAID UNTO THY FELLOW-APOSTLES IN THY PRESENCE: IF YE HAVE FAITH AS A GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED, YE SHALL SAY UNTO THIS MOUNTAIN: REMOVE THYSELF: AND STRAIGHTWAY IT SHALL REMOVE ITSELF. BUT THIS SIMON SAID THAT THOU, PETER, WAST WITHOUT FAITH WHEN THOU DIDST DOUBT, IN THE WATERS. AND I HAVE HEARD THAT CHRIST SAID THIS ALSO: THEY THAT ARE WITH ME HAVE NOT UNDERSTOOD ME. IF, THEN, YE UPON WHOM HE LAID HIS HANDS, WHOM ALSO HE CHOSE, DID DOUBT, I, THEREFORE, HAVING THIS WITNESS, REPENT ME, AND TAKE REFUGE IN THY PRAYERS. RECEIVE MY SOUL, WHO HAVE FALLEN AWAY FROM OUR LORD AND FROM HIS PROMISE. BUT I BELIEVE THAT HE WILL HAVE MERCY UPON ME THAT REPENT. FOR THE ALMIGHTY IS FAITHFUL TO FORGIVE ME MY [NON-SEXUAL] SINS. BUT PETER SAID WITH A LOUD VOICE: UNTO THEE, OUR LORD, BE GLORY AND SPLENDOUR, O GOD ALMIGHTY, FATHER [STEPHEN] OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. UNTO THEE BE PRAISE AND GLORY AND HONOUR, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN. BECAUSE THOU HAST NOW FULLY STRENGTHENED AND STABLISHED US IN THEE IN THE SIGHT OF ALL, HOLY LORD, CONFIRM THOU MARCELLUS, AND SEND THY PEACE UPON HIM AND UPON HIS HOUSE THIS DAY: AND WHATSOEVER IS LOST OR OUT OF THE WAY, THOU ALONE CANST TURN THEM ALL AGAIN; WE BESEECH THEE, LORD, SHEPHERD OF THE SHEEP THAT ONCE WERE SCATTERED, BUT NOW SHALL BE GATHERED IN ONE BY THEE. SO ALSO RECEIVE THOU MARCELLUS AS ONE OF THY LAMBS AND SUFFER HIM NO LONGER TO GO ASTRAY (REVEL) IN [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] OR IGNORANCE. YEA, LORD, RECEIVE HIM THAT WITH ANGUISH AND TEARS ENTREATETH THEE. XI. AND AS PETER SPAKE THUS AND EMBRACED MAREELLUS, PETER TURNED HIMSELF UNTO THE MULTITUDE THAT STOOD BY HIM AND SAW THERE ONE THAT LAUGHED (SMILED), IN WHOM WAS A VERY EVIL SPIRIT. AND PETER SAID UNTO HIM: WHOSOEVER THOU ART THAT DIDST LAUGH, SHOW THYSELF OPENLY UNTO ALL THAT ARE PRESENT. AND HEARING THIS THE YOUNG MAN RAN INTO THE COURT OF THE HOUSE AND CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE AND DASHED HIMSELF AGAINST THE WALL AND SAID: PETER, THERE IS A GREAT CONTENTION BETWEEN SIMON AND THE DOG WHOM THOU SENTEST; FOR SIMON SAITH TO THE DOG: SAY THAT I AM NOT HERE. UNTO WHOM THE DOG SAITH MORE THAN THOU DIDST CHARGE HIM; AND WHEN HE HATH ACCOMPLISHED THE MYSTERY WHICH THOU DIDST COMMAND HIM, HE SHALL DIE AT THY FEET. BUT PETER SAID: AND THOU ALSO, DEVIL, WHOSOEVER THOU ART, IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], GO OUT OF THAT YOUNG MAN AND HURT HIM NOT AT ALL: SHOW THYSELF UNTO ALL THAT STAND HERE. WHEN THE YOUNG MAN HEARD IT, HE RAN FORTH AND CAUGHT HOLD ON A GREAT STATUE OF MARBLE WHICH WAS SET IN THE COURT OF THE HOUSE, AND BRAKE IT IN PIECES WITH HIS FEET. NOW IT WAS A STATUE OF CAESAR. WHICH MARCELLUS BEHOLDING SMOTE HIS FOREHEAD AND SAID UNTO PETER: A GREAT CRIME HATH BEEN COMMITTED; FOR IF THIS BE MADE KNOWN UNTO CAESAR BY SOME BUSYBODY, HE WILL AFFLICT US WITH SORE PUNISHMENTS. AND PETER SAID TO HIM: I SEE THEE NOT THE SAME THAT THOU WAST A LITTLE WHILE AGO, FOR THOU SAIDST THAT THOU WAST READY TO SPEND ALL THY SUBSTANCE TO SAVE THY SOUL. BUT IF THOU INDEED REPENTEST, BELIEVING IN CHRIST WITH THY WHOLE HEART, TAKE IN THINE HANDS OF THE WATER THAT RUNNETH DOWN, AND PRAY TO THE LORD, AND IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SPRINKLE IT UPON THE BROKEN PIECES OF THE STATUE AND IT SHALL BE WHOLE AS IT WAS BEFORE. AND MARCELLUS, NOTHING DOUBTING, BUT BELIEVING WITH HIS WHOLE HEART, BEFORE HE TOOK THE WATER LIFTED UP HIS HANDS AND SAID: I BELIEVE IN THEE, O LORD JESU [S] CHRIST: FOR I AM NOW PROVED BY THINE APOSTLE PETER, WHETHER I BELIEVE ARIGHT IN THINE HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THEREFORE, I TAKE WATER IN MINE HANDS, AND IN THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] DO I SPRINKLE THESE STONES THAT THE STATUE MAY BECOME WHOLE AS IT WAS BEFORE. IF, THEREFORE, LORD, IT BE THY WILL THAT I CONTINUE IN THE BODY AND SUFFER NOTHING AT CAESAR'S HAND, LET THIS STONE BE WHOLE AS IT WAS BEFORE. AND HE SPRINKLED THE WATER UPON THE STONES, AND THE STATUE BECAME WHOLE, WHEREAT PETER EXULTED THAT MARCELLUS HAD NOT DOUBTED IN ASKING OF THE LORD, AND MARCELLUS WAS EXALTED IN SPIRIT FOR THAT SUCH A SIGN WAS FIRST WROUGHT BY HIS HANDS; AND HE THEREFORE BELIEVED WITH HIS WHOLE HEART IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, BY WHOM ALL THINGS IMPOSSIBLE ARE MADE POSSIBLE. XII. BUT SIMON WITHIN THE HOUSE SAID THUS TO THE DOG: TELL PETER THAT I AM NOT WITHIN. WHOM THE DOG ANSWERED IN THE PRESENCE OF MARCELLUS: THOU EXCEEDING WICKED AND SHAMELESS ONE, ENEMY OF ALL THAT LIVE AND BELIEVE ON CHRIST JESUS, HERE IS A DUMB ANIMAL SENT UNTO THEE WHICH HATH RECEIVED A HUMAN VOICE TO CONFOUND THEE AND SHOW THEE TO BE A DECEIVER AND A LIAR. HAST THOU TAKEN THOUGHT SO LONG, TO SAY AT LAST: 'TELL HIM THAT I AM NOT WITHIN?' ART THOU NOT ASHAMED TO UTTER THY FEEBLE AND USELESS WORDS AGAINST PETER THE MINISTER AND APOSTLE OF CHRIST, AS IF THOU COULDST HIDE THEE FROM HIM THAT HATH COMMANDED ME TO SPEAK AGAINST THEE TO THY FACE: AND THAT NOT FOR THY SAKE BUT FOR THEIRS WHOM THOU WAST DECEIVING AND SENDING UNTO DESTRUCTION? [SEXUALLY] CURSED THEREFORE SHALT THOU BE, THOU [SEXUAL] ENEMY AND [SEXUAL] CORRUPTER OF THE WAY OF THE TRUTH OF CHRIST, WHO SHALL PROVE BY FIRE THAT DIETH NOT AND IN OUTER DARKNESS, THINE INIQUITIES THAT THOU HAST COMMITTED. AND HAVING THUS SAID, THE DOG WENT FORTH AND THE PEOPLE FOLLOWED HIM, LEAVING SIMON ALONE. AND THE DOG CAME UNTO PETER AS HE SAT WITH THE MULTITUDE THAT WAS COME TO SEE PETER'S FACE, AND THE DOG RELATED WHAT HE HAD DONE UNTO SIMON. AND THUS, SPAKE THE DOG UNTO THE ANGEL AND APOSTLE OF THE TRUE GOD: PETER, THOU WILT HAVE A GREAT CONTEST WITH THE ENEMY OF CHRIST AND HIS SERVANTS, AND MANY THAT HAVE BEEN DECEIVED BY HIM SHALT THOU TURN UNTO THE FAITH; WHEREFORE THOU SHALT RECEIVE FROM GOD THE REWARD OF THY WORK. AND WHEN THE DOG HAD SAID THIS, HE FELL DOWN AT THE APOSTLE PETER'S FEET AND GAVE UP THE GHOST. AND WHEN THE GREAT MULTITUDE SAW WITH AMAZEMENT THE DOG SPEAKING, THEY BEGAN THEN, SOME TO THROW THEMSELVES DOWN AT PETER'S FEET, AND SOME SAID: SHOW US ANOTHER SIGN, THAT WE MAY BELIEVE IN THEE AS THE MINISTER OF THE LIVING GOD, FOR SIMON ALSO DID MANY SIGNS IN OUR PRESENCE AND THEREFORE DID WE FOLLOW HIM. XIII. AND PETER TURNED AND SAW A HERRING (SARDINE) HUNG IN A WINDOW, AND TOOK IT AND SAID TO THE PEOPLE: IF YE NOW SEE THIS SWIMMING IN THE WATER LIKE A FISH, WILL YE BE ABLE TO BELIEVE IN HIM WHOM I PREACH? AND THEY SAID WITH ONE VOICE: VERILY WE WILL BELIEVE THEE. THEN HE SAID -NOW THERE WAS A BATH FOR SWIMMING AT HAND: IN THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], O JESU [S] CHRIST, FORASMUCH AS HITHERTO IT IS NOT BELIEVED IN, IN THE SIGHT OF ALL THESE LIVE AND SWIM LIKE A FISH. AND HE CAST THE HERRING INTO THE BATH, AND IT LIVED AND BEGAN TO SWIM. AND ALL THE PEOPLE SAW THE FISH SWIMMING, AND IT DID NOT SO AT THAT HOUR ONLY, LEST IT SHOULD BE SAID THAT IT WAS A [SEXUAL] DELUSION (PHANTASM), BUT HE MADE IT TO SWIM FOR A LONG TIME, SO THAT THEY BROUGHT MUCH PEOPLE FROM ALL QUARTERS AND SHOWED THEM THE HERRING THAT WAS MADE A LIVING FISH, SO THAT CERTAIN OF THE PEOPLE EVEN CAST BREAD TO IT; AND THEY SAW THAT IT WAS WHOLE. AND SEEING THIS, MANY FOLLOWED PETER AND BELIEVED IN THE LORD. AND THEY ASSEMBLED THEMSELVES DAY AND NIGHT UNTO THE HOUSE OF NARCISSUS THE PRESBYTER. AND PETER DISCOURSED UNTO THEM OF THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURES OF THE PROPHETS AND OF THOSE THINGS WHICH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HAD WROUGHT BOTH IN WORD AND IN DEEDS. XIV. BUT MARCELLUS WAS CONFIRMED DAILY BY THE SIGNS WHICH HE SAW WROUGHT BY PETER THROUGH THE GRACE OF JESUS CHRIST WHICH HE GRANTED UNTO HIM. AND MAREELLUS RAN UPON SIMON AS HE SAT IN HIS HOUSE IN THE DINING CHAMBER, AND [SEXUALLY] CURSED HIM AND SAID UNTO HIM: THOU MOST ADVERSE AND PESTILENT OF MEN, [SEXUAL] CORRUPTER OF MY SOUL AND MY HOUSE, WHO WOULDEST HAVE MADE ME FALL AWAY FROM MY LORD AND SAVIOUR CHRIST! AND LAYING HANDS ON HIM HE COMMANDED HIM TO BE THRUST OUT OF HIS HOUSE. AND THE SERVANTS HAVING RECEIVED SUCH LICENSE, COVERED HIM WITH REPROACHES; SOME BUFFETED HIS FACE, OTHERS BEAT HIM WITH STICKS, OTHERS CAST STONES, OTHERS EMPTIED OUT VESSELS FULL OF FILTH UPON HIS HEAD, EVEN THOSE WHO ON HIS ACCOUNT HAD FLED FROM THEIR MASTER AND BEEN A LONG TIME FETTERED; AND OTHER THEIR FELLOWSERVANTS OF WHOM HE HAD SPOKEN EVIL TO THEIR MASTER REPROACHED HIM. SAYING TO HIM: NOW BY THE WILL OF GOD WHO HATH HAD MERCY ON US AND ON OUR MASTER, DO WE RECOMPENSE THEE WITH A FIT REWARD. AND SIMON, SHREWDLY BEATEN AND CAST OUT OF THE HOUSE, RAN UNTO THE HOUSE WHERE PETER LODGED, EVEN THE HOUSE OF NARCISSUS, AND STANDING AT THE GATE CRIED OUT: LO, HERE AM I, SIMON: COME THOU DOWN, PETER, AND I WILL CONVICT THEE THAT THOU HAST BELIEVED ON A MAN WHICH IS A JEW AND A CARPENTER'S SON. XV. AND WHEN IT WAS TOLD PETER THAT SIMON HAD SAID THIS, PETER SENT UNTO HIM A WOMAN WHICH HAD A SUCKING CHILD, SAYING TO HER: GO DOWN QUICKLY, AND THOU WILT FIND ONE THAT SEEKETH ME. FOR THEE THERE IS NO NEED THAT THOU ANSWER HIM AT ALL, BUT KEEP SILENCE AND HEAR WHAT THE CHILD WHOM THOU HOLDEST SHALL SAY UNTO HIM. THE WOMAN THEREFORE WENT DOWN. NOW THE CHILD WHOM SHE SUCKLED WAS SEVEN MONTHS OLD; AND IT RECEIVED A MAN'S VOICE AND SAID UNTO SIMON: O THOU ABHORRED OF GOD AND MEN, AND DESTRUCTION OF TRUTH, AND EVIL SEED OF ALL [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, O FRUIT BY NATURE UNPROFITABLE! BUT ONLY FOR A SHORT AND LITTLE SEASON SHALT THOU BE SEEN, AND THEREAFTER ETERNAL PUNISHMENT IS LAID UP FOR THEE. THOU SON OF A SHAMELESS FATHER, THAT NEVER PUTTEST FORTH THY ROOTS FOR GOOD BUT FOR POISON, FAITHLESS GENERATION VOID OF ALL HOPE! THOU WAST NOT CONFOUNDED WHEN A DOG REPROVED THEE; I A CHILD AM COMPELLED OF GOD TO SPEAK, AND NOT EVEN NOW ART THOU ASHAMED. BUT EVEN AGAINST THY WILL, ON THE SABBATH DAY THAT COMETH, ANOTHER SHALL BRING THEE INTO THE FORUM OF JULIUS THAT IT MAY BE SHOWN WHAT MANNER OF MAN THOU ART. DEPART THEREFORE FROM THE GATE WHEREIN WALK THE FEET OF THE HOLY; FOR THOU SHALT NO MORE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT THE INNOCENT SOULS WHOM THOU DIDST TURN OUT OF THE WAY AND MAKE SAD; IN CHRIST, THEREFORE, SHALL BE SHOWN THINE EVIL NATURE, AND THY DEVICES SHALL BE CUT IN PIECES. AND NOW SPEAK I THIS LAST WORD UNTO THEE: JESUS CHRIST SAITH TO THEE: BE THOU STRICKEN DUMB IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND DEPART OUT OF ROME UNTIL THE SABBATH THAT COMETH. AND FORTHWITH HE BECAME DUMB AND HIS SPEECH WAS BOUND; AND HE WENT OUT OF ROME UNTIL THE SABBATH AND ABODE IN A STABLE. BUT THE WOMAN RETURNED WITH THE CHILD UNTO PETER AND TOLD HIM AND THE REST OF THE BRETHREN WHAT THE CHILD HAD SAID UNTO SIMON: AND THEY MAGNIFIED THE LORD WHICH HAD SHOWN THESE THINGS UNTO MEN. XVI. NOW WHEN THE NIGHT FELL, PETER, WHILE YET WAKING, BEHELD JESUS CLAD IN A VESTURE OF BRIGHTNESS, SMILING AND SAYING UNTO HIM: ALREADY IS MUCH PEOPLE OF THE BROTHERHOOD RETURNED THROUGH ME AND THROUGH THE SIGNS WHICH THOU HAST WROUGHT IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. BUT THOU SHALT HAVE A CONTEST OF THE FAITH UPON THE SABBATH THAT COMETH, AND MANY MORE OF THE GENTILES AND OF THE JEWS SHALL BE CONVERTED IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] UNTO ME WHO WAS REPROACHED AND MOCKED AND SPAT UPON. FOR I WILL BE PRESENT WITH THEE WHEN THOU ASKEST FOR SIGNS AND WONDERS, AND THOU SHALT CONVERT MANY: BUT THOU SHALT HAVE SIMON OPPOSING THEE BY THE WORKS OF HIS FATHER; YET ALL HIS WORKS SHALL BE SHOWN TO BE CHARMS AND CONTRIVANCES OF SORCERY. BUT NOW SLACK THOU NOT, AND WHOMSOEVER I SHALL SEND UNTO THEE THOU SHALT ESTABLISH IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND WHEN IT WAS LIGHT, HE TOLD THE BRETHREN HOW THE LORD HAD APPEARED UNTO HIM AND WHAT HE HAD COMMANDED HIM: XVII. [THIS EPISODE, INSERTED MOST ABRUPTLY, IS BELIEVED BY VOUAUX TO HAVE BEEN INSERTED HERE BY THE COMPILER OF THE GREEK ORIGINAL OF THE VERCELLI ACTS: BUT IT WAS NOT COMPOSED BY HIM, BUT TRANSFERRED WITH VERY SLIGHT ADDITIONS FROM THE EARLIER PART OF THE ACTS-NOW LOST- OF WHICH THE SCENE WAS LAID IN JUDAEA. I INCLINE TO FAVOUR THIS VIEW.) BUT BELIEVE YE ME, MEN AND BRETHREN, I DROVE THIS SIMON OUT OF JUDAEA WHERE HE DID MANY EVILS WITH HIS MAGICAL CHARMS, LODGING IN JUDAEA WITH A CERTAIN WOMAN EUBULA, WHO WAS OF HONOURABLE ESTATE IN THIS WORLD, HAVING STORE OF GOLD AND PEARLS OF NO SMALL PRICE. HERE DID SIMON ENTER IN BY STEALTH WITH TWO OTHERS LIKE UNTO HIMSELF, AND NONE OF THE HOUSEHOLD SAW THEM TWO, BUT SIMON ONLY, AND BY MEANS OF A SPELL THEY TOOK AWAY ALL THE WOMAN'S GOLD, AND DISAPPEARED. BUT EUBULA, WHEN SHE FOUND WHAT WAS DONE, BEGAN TO TORTURE HER HOUSEHOLD, SAYING: YE HAVE TAKEN OCCASION BY THIS MAN OF GOD AND SPOILED ME, WHEN YE SAW HIM ENTERING IN TO ME TO HONOUR A MERE WOMAN; BUT HIS NAME IS AS THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AS I FASTED FOR THREE DAYS AND PRAYED THAT THIS MATTER SHOULD BE MADE PLAIN, I SAW IN A VISION ITALICUS AND ANTULUS (ANTYLLUS?) WHOM I HAD INSTRUCTED IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND A BOY NAKED AND CHAINED GIVING ME A WHEATEN LOAF AND SAYING UNTO ME: PETER, ENDURE YET TWO DAYS AND THOU SHALT SEE THE MIGHTY WORKS OF GOD. AS FOR ALL THAT IS LOST OUT OF THE HOUSE OF EUBULA, SIMON HATH USED ART MAGIC AND HATH CAUSED A [SEXUAL] DELUSION, AND WITH TWO OTHERS HATH STOLEN IT AWAY: WHOM THOU SHALT SEE ON THE THIRD DAY AT THE NINTH HOUR, AT THE GATE WHICH LEADETH UNTO NEAPOLIS, SELLING UNTO A GOLDSMITH BY NAME AGRIPPINUS A YOUNG SATYR OF GOLD OF TWO-POUND WEIGHT, HAVING IN IT A PRECIOUS STONE. BUT FOR THEE THERE IS NO NEED THAT THOU TOUCH IT, LEST THOU BE [SEXUALLY] DEFILED; BUT LET THERE BE WITH THEE SOME OF THE MATRON'S SERVANTS, AND THOU SHALT SHOW THEM THE SHOP OF THE GOLDSMITH AND DEPART FROM THEM. FOR BY REASON OF THIS MATTER SHALL MANY BELIEVE ON THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND ALL THAT WHICH THESE MEN BY THEIR DEVICES AND WICKEDNESS HAVE OFT-TIMES STOLEN SHALL BE OPENLY SHOWED. WHEN I HEARD THAT, I WENT UNTO EUBULA AND FOUND HER SITTING WITH HER CLOTHES RENT AND HER HAIR DISORDERED, MOURNING; UNTO WHOM I SAID: EUBULA, RISE UP FROM THY MOURNING AND COMPOSE THY FACE AND ORDER THY HAIR AND PUT ON RAIMENT BEFITTING THEE, AND PRAY UNTO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST THAT JUDGETH EVERY SOUL: FOR HE IS THE INVISIBLE SON OF GOD, BY WHOM THOU MUST BE SAVED, IF ONLY THOU REPENT WITH THINE WHOLE HEART OF THY FORMER [SEXUAL] SINS: AND RECEIVE THOU POWER FROM HIM; FOR BEHOLD, BY ME THE LORD SAITH TO THEE: THOU SHALT FIND ALL WHATSOEVER THOU HAST LOST. AND AFTER THOU HAST RECEIVED THEM, TAKE THOU CARE THAT HE, FIND THEE, THAT THOU MAYEST RENOUNCE THIS PRESENT WORLD AND SEEK FOR EVERLASTING REFRESHMENT. HEARKEN THEREFORE UNTO THIS: LET CERTAIN OF THY PEOPLE KEEP WATCH AT THE GATE THAT LEADETH TO NEAPOLIS ON THE DAY AFTER TO-MORROW AT ABOUT THE NINTH HOUR, AND THEY SHALL SEE TWO YOUNG MEN HAVING A YOUNG SATYR OF GOLD, OF TWO POUND WEIGHT, SET WITH GEMS, AS A VISION HATH SHOWN ME: WHICH THING THEY WILL OFFER FOR SALE TO ONE AGRIPPINUS OF THE HOUSEHOLD OF GODLINESS AND OF THE FAITH WHICH IS IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST: BY WHOM IT SHALL BE SHOWED THEE THAT THOU SHOULDEST BELIEVE IN THE LIVING GOD AND NOT ON SIMON THE MAGICIAN, THE UNSTABLE DEVIL, WHO HATH [SEXUALLY] DESIRED THAT THOU SHOULDEST REMAIN IN SORROW, AND THINE INNOCENT HOUSEHOLD BE TORMENTED; WHO BY FAIR WORDS AND SPEECH ONLY HATH DECEIVED THEE, AND WITH HIS MOUTH ONLY SPOKE OF GODLINESS, WHEREAS HE IS WHOLLY POSSESSED OF UNGODLINESS. FOR WHEN THOU DIDST THINK TO KEEP HOLY-DAY, AND SETTEDST UP THINE IDOL AND DIDST VEIL IT AND SET OUT ALL THINE ORNAMENTS UPON A TABLE (ROUND THREE-LEGGED TABLE), HE BROUGHT IN TWO YOUNG MEN WHOM NO MAN OF YOURS SAW, BY A MAGIC CHARM, AND THEY STOLE AWAY THINE ORNAMENTS AND WERE NO MORE SEEN. BUT HIS DEVICE HATH HAD NO SUCCESS (PLACE); FOR MY GOD HATH MANIFESTED IT UNTO ME, TO THE END THOU SHOULDEST NOT BE DECEIVED, NEITHER PERISH IN HELL, FOR THOSE [SEXUAL] SINS WHICH THOU HAST COMMITTED UNGODLY AND CONTRARY TO GOD, WHO IS FULL OF ALL TRUTH, AND THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE OF QUICK AND DEAD; AND THERE IS NONE OTHER HOPE OF LIFE UNTO MEN SAVE THROUGH HIM, BY WHOM THOSE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST LOST ARE RECOVERED UNTO THEE: AND NOW DO THOU GAIN THINE OWN SOUL. BUT SHE CAST HERSELF DOWN BEFORE MY FEET, SAYING: O MAN, WHO THOU ART I KNOW NOT; BUT HIM I RECEIVED AS A SERVANT OF GOD, AND WHATSOEVER HE ASKED OF ME TO GIVE IT UNTO THE POOR, I GAVE MUCH BY HIS HANDS, AND BESIDE THAT I DID GIVE MUCH UNTO HIM. WHAT HURT DID I DO HIM, THAT HE SHOULD CONTRIVE ALL THIS AGAINST MINE HOUSE? UNTO WHOM PETER SAID: THERE IS NO FAITH TO BE PUT IN WORDS, BUT IN ACTS AND DEEDS: BUT WE MUST GO ON WITH THAT WE HAVE BEGUN. SO I LEFT HER AND WENT WITH TWO STEWARDS OF EUBULA AND CAME TO AGRIPPINUS AND SAID TO HIM: SEE THAT THOU TAKE NOTE OF THESE MEN; FOR TO-MORROW TWO YOUNG MEN WILL COME TO THEE, DESIRING TO SELL THEE A YOUNG SATYR OF GOLD SET WITH JEWELS, WHICH BELONGETH TO THE MISTRESS OF THESE: AND THOU SHALT TAKE IT AS IT WERE TO LOOK UPON IT, AND PRAISE THE WORK OF THE CRAFTSMAN, AND THEN WHEN THESE COME IN, GOD WILL BRING THE REST TO THE PROOF. AND ON THE NEXT DAY THE STEWARDS OF THE MATRON CAME ABOUT THE NINTH HOUR, AND ALSO THOSE YOUNG MEN, WILLING TO SELL UNTO AGRIPPINUS THE YOUNG SATYR OF GOLD. AND THEY BEING FORTHWITH TAKEN, IT WAS REPORTED UNTO THE MATRON, AND SHE IN DISTRESS OF MIND CAME TO THE DEPUTY, AND WITH A LOUD VOICE DECLARED ALL THAT HAD BEFALLEN HER. AND WHEN POMPEIUS THE DEPUTY BEHELD HER IN DISTRESS OF MIND, WHO NEVER HAD COME FORTH ABROAD, HE FORTHWITH ROSE UP FROM THE JUDGEMENT SEAT AND WENT UNTO THE PRAETORIUM, AND BADE THOSE MEN TO BE BROUGHT AND TORTURED; AND WHILE THEY WERE BEING TORMENTED, THEY CONFESSED THAT THEY DID IT IN THE SERVICE OF SIMON, WHICH, SAID THEY, PERSUADED US THERETO WITH MONEY. AND BEING TORTURED A LONG TIME, THEY CONFESSED THAT ALL THAT EUBULA HAD LOST WAS LAID UP UNDER THE EARTH IN A CAVE ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE GATE, AND MANY OTHER THINGS BESIDES. AND WHEN POMPEIUS HEARD THIS, HE ROSE UP TO GO UNTO THE GATE, WITH THOSE TWO MEN, EACH OF THEM, BOUND WITH TWO CHAINS. AND LO, SIMON CAME IN AT THE GATE, SEEKING THEM BECAUSE THEY TARRIED LONG. AND HE SEETH A GREAT MULTITUDE COMING, AND THOSE TWO, BOUND WITH CHAINS; AND HE UNDERSTOOD AND BETOOK HIM TO FLIGHT, AND APPEARED NO MORE IN JUDAEA UNTO THIS DAY. BUT EUBULA, WHEN SHE HAD RECOVERED ALL HER GOODS, GAVE THEM FOR THE SERVICE OF THE POOR, AND BELIEVED ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AND WAS COMFORTED; AND DESPISED AND RENOUNCED THIS WORLD, AND GAVE UNTO THE WIDOWS AND FATHERLESS, AND CLOTHED THE POOR. AND AFTER A LONG TIME, SHE RECEIVED HER REST (SLEEP). NOW THESE THINGS, DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN, WERE DONE IN JUDAEA, WHEREBY HE THAT IS CALLED THE ANGEL OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WAS DRIVEN OUT THENCE. XVIII. BRETHREN, DEAREST AND MOST BELOVED, LET US FAST TOGETHER AND PRAY UNTO THE LORD. FOR HE THAT DROVE HIM OUT THENCE IS ABLE ALSO TO ROOT HIM OUT OF THIS PLACE: AND LET HIM GRANT UNTO US POWER TO WITHSTAND HIM AND HIS MAGICAL CHARMS, AND TO PROVE THAT HE IS THE ANGEL OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]. FOR ON THE SABBATH [SATURDAY] OUR LORD SHALL BRING HIM, THOUGH HE WOULD NOT, UNTO THE FORUM OF JULIUS. LET US THEREFORE BOW OUR KNEES UNTO CHRIST, WHICH HEARETH US, THOUGH WE CRY NOT; IT IS HE THAT SEETH US, THOUGH HE BE NOT SEEN WITH THESE EYES, YET IS HE IN US: IF WE WILL, HE WILL NOT FORSAKE US. LET US THEREFORE PURIFY OUR SOULS OF EVERY EVIL [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION, AND GOD WILL NOT DEPART FROM US. YEA, IF WE BUT WINK WITH OUR EYES, HE IS PRESENT WITH US. XIX. NOW AFTER THESE THINGS WERE SPOKEN BY PETER, MARCELLUS ALSO CAME IN, AND SAID: PETER, I HAVE FOR THEE CLEANSED MINE WHOLE HOUSE FROM THE FOOTSTEPS (TRACES) OF SIMON, AND WHOLLY DONE AWAY EVEN HIS WICKED DUST. FOR I TOOK WATER AND CALLED UPON THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], TOGETHER WITH MINE OTHER SERVANTS WHICH BELONG UNTO HIM, AND SPRINKLED ALL MY HOUSE AND ALL THE DINING CHAMBERS AND ALL THE PORTICOES, EVEN UNTO THE OUTER GATE, AND SAID: I KNOW THAT THOU, LORD JESU [S] CHRIST, ART PURE AND UNTOUCHED OF ANY UNCLEANNESS: SO, LET MINE ENEMY AND ADVERSARY BE DRIVEN OUT FROM BEFORE THY FACE. AND NOW, THOU BLESSED ONE, HAVE I BIDDEN THE WIDOWS AND OLD WOMEN TO ASSEMBLE UNTO THEE IN MY HOUSE WHICH IS PURIFIED (MS. COMMON), THAT THEY MAY PRAY WITH US. AND THEY SHALL RECEIVE EVERY ONE A PIECE OF GOLD IN THE NAME OF THE MINISTRY (SERVICE), THAT THEY MAY BE CALLED INDEED SERVANTS OF CHRIST. AND ALL ELSE IS NOW PREPARED FOR THE SERVICE. I ENTREAT THEE, THEREFORE, O BLESSED PETER, CONSENT UNTO THEIR REQUEST, SO THAT THOU ALSO PAY HONOUR UNTO (ORNAMENT) THEIR PRAYERS IN MY STEAD; LET US THEN GO AND TAKE NARCISSUS ALSO, AND WHOSOEVER OF THE BRETHREN ARE HERE. SO, THEN PETER CONSENTED UNTO HIS SIMPLICITY, TO FULFIL HIS [SEXLESS] DESIRE, AND WENT FORTH WITH HIM AND THE REST OF THE BRETHREN. XX. BUT PETER ENTERED IN, AND BEHELD ONE OF THE AGED WOMEN, A WIDOW, THAT WAS BLIND, AND HER DAUGHTER GIVING HER HER HAND AND LEADING HER INTO MARCELLUS' HOUSE; AND PETER SAID UNTO HER: COME HITHER, MOTHER: FROM THIS DAY FORWARD JESUS GIVETH THEE HIS RIGHT HAND, BY WHOM WE HAVE LIGHT UNAPPROACHABLE WHICH NO DARKNESS HIDETH; WHO SAITH UNTO THEE BY ME: OPEN THINE EYES AND SEE, AND WALK BY THYSELF. AND FORTHWITH THE WIDOW SAW PETER LAYING HIS HAND UPON HER. AND PETER ENTERED INTO THE DINING-HALL AND SAW THAT THE GOSPEL WAS BEING READ, AND HE ROLLED UP THE BOOK AND SAID: YE MEN THAT BELIEVE AND HOPE IN CHRIST, LEARN IN WHAT MANNER [ALL] THE HOLY SCRIPTURE OF OUR LORD OUGHT TO BE DECLARED [2ND TIMOTHY 3:16]: WHEREOF WE BY HIS GRACE WROTE THAT WHICH WE COULD RECEIVE, THOUGH YET IT APPEAR UNTO YOU FEEBLE, YET ACCORDING TO OUR POWER, EVEN THAT WHICH CAN BE ENDURED TO BE BORNE BY (OR INSTILLED INTO) HUMAN FLESH. WE OUGHT THEREFORE FIRST TO KNOW THE WILL AND THE GOODNESS OF GOD, HOW THAT WHEN [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] WAS EVERYWHERE SPREAD ABROAD, AND MANY THOUSANDS OF MEN WERE BEING CAST DOWN INTO PERDITION, GOD WAS MOVED BY HIS MERCY TO SHOW HIMSELF IN ANOTHER FORM AND IN THE LIKENESS OF MAN, CONCERNING WHICH NEITHER THE JEWS NOR WE WERE ABLE WORTHILY TO BE ENLIGHTENED. FOR EVERY ONE OF US ACCORDING AS HE COULD CONTAIN THE SIGHT, SAW, AS HE WAS ABLE. NOW WILL I EXPOUND UNTO YOU THAT WHICH WAS NEWLY READ UNTO YOU. OUR LORD, WILLING THAT I SHOULD BEHOLD HIS MAJESTY IN THE HOLY MOUNT -I, WHEN I WITH THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE SAW THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS LIGHT, FELL AS ONE DEAD AND SHUT MINE EYES, AND HEARD SUCH A VOICE FROM HIM AS I AM NOT ABLE TO DESCRIBE, AND THOUGHT MYSELF TO BE BLINDED BY HIS BRIGHTNESS. AND WHEN I RECOVERED (BREATHED AGAIN) A LITTLE I SAID WITHIN MYSELF: PERADVENTURE MY LORD HATH BROUGHT ME HITHER THAT HE MIGHT BLIND ME. AND I SAID: IF THIS ALSO BE THY WILL, LORD, I RESIST NOT. AND HE GAVE ME HIS HAND AND RAISED ME UP; AND WHEN I AROSE, I SAW HIM AGAIN IN SUCH A FORM AS I WAS ABLE TO TAKE IN. AS, THEREFORE, THE MERCIFUL GOD, DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN, CARRIED OUR INFIRMITIES AND BARE OUR [SEXUAL] SINS (AS THE PROPHET SAITH: HE BEARETH OUR [SEXUAL] SINS AND SUFFERETH FOR US; BUT WE DID ESTEEM HIM TO BE IN AFFLICTION AND SMITTEN WITH PLAGUES), FOR HE IS IN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HIM -HE ALSO IS HIMSELF THE FULNESS OF ALL MAJESTY, WHO HATH SHOWN UNTO US ALL HIS GOOD THINGS: HE DID EAT AND DRINK FOR OUR SAKES, HIMSELF BEING NEITHER AN-HUNGERED NOR ATHIRST; HE CARRIED AND BARE REPROACHES FOR OUR SAKES, HE DIED AND ROSE AGAIN BECAUSE OF US; WHO BOTH DEFENDED ME WHEN I [SEXUALLY] SINNED AND COMFORTED ME BY HIS GREATNESS, AND WILL COMFORT YOU ALSO THAT YE MAY [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM: THIS GOD WHO IS GREAT AND SMALL, FAIR AND FOUL, YOUNG AND OLD, SEEN IN TIME AND UNTO ETERNITY INVISIBLE; WHOM THE HAND OF MAN HATH NOT HELD, YET IS HE HELD BY HIS SERVANTS; WHOM NO FLESH HATH SEEN, YET NOW SEETH; WHO IS THE WORD PROCLAIMED BY THE PROPHETS AND NOW APPEARING (SO GK.: LAT. NOT HEARD OF BUT NOW KNOWN); NOT SUBJECT TO SUFFERING, BUT HAVING NOW MADE TRIAL OF SUFFERING FOR OUR SAKE (OR LIKE UNTO US); NEVER CHASTISED, YET NOW CHASTISED; WHO WAS BEFORE THE WORLD AND HATH BEEN COMPREHENDED IN TIME; THE GREAT BEGINNING OF ALL PRINCIPALITY, YET DELIVERED OVER UNTO PRINCES; BEAUTIFUL, BUT AMONG US LOWLY; SEEN OF ALL YET FORESEEING ALL (MS. FOUL OF VIEW, YET FORESEEING). THIS JESUS YE HAVE, BRETHREN, THE DOOR, THE LIGHT, THE WAY, THE BREAD, THE WATER, THE LIFE, THE RESURRECTION, THE REFRESHMENT, THE PEARL, THE TREASURE, THE SEED, THE ABUNDANCE (HARVEST), THE MUSTARD SEED, THE VINE, THE PLOUGH, THE GRACE, THE FAITH, THE WORD: HE IS ALL THINGS AND THERE IS NONE OTHER GREATER THAN HE. UNTO HIM BE PRAISE, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN. XXI. AND WHEN THE NINTH HOUR WAS FULLY COME, THEY ROSE UP TO MAKE PRAYER. AND BEHOLD CERTAIN WIDOWS, OF THE AGED, UNKNOWN TO PETER, WHICH SAT THERE, BEING BLIND AND NOT BELIEVING, CRIED OUT, SAYING UNTO PETER: WE SIT TOGETHER HERE, O PETER, HOPING AND BELIEVING IN CHRIST JESUS: AS THEREFORE THOU HAST MADE ONE OF US TO SEE, WE ENTREAT THEE, LORD PETER [JOHN 10:34-35], GRANT UNTO US ALSO HIS MERCY AND PITY. BUT PETER SAID TO THEM: IF THERE BE IN YOU THE FAITH THAT IS IN CHRIST, IF IT BE FIRM IN YOU, THEN PERCEIVE IN YOUR MIND THAT WHICH YE SEE NOT WITH YOUR EYES, AND THOUGH YOUR EARS ARE CLOSED, YET LET THEM BE OPEN IN YOUR MIND WITHIN YOU. THESE EYES SHALL AGAIN BE SHUT, SEEING NOUGHT BUT MEN AND OXEN AND DUMB BEASTS AND STONES AND STICKS; BUT NOT EVERY EYE SEETH JESUS CHRIST. YET NOW, LORD, LET THY SWEET AND HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SUCCOR THESE PERSONS; DO THOU TOUCH THEIR EYES; FOR THOU ART ABLE -THAT THESE MAY SEE WITH THEIR EYES. AND WHEN ALL HAD PRAYED, THE HALL WHEREIN THEY WERE SHONE AS WHEN IT LIGHTENETH, EVEN WITH SUCH A LIGHT AS COMETH IN THE CLOUDS, YET NOT SUCH A LIGHT AS THAT OF THE DAYTIME, BUT UNSPEAKABLE, INVISIBLE, SUCH AS NO MAN CAN DESCRIBE, EVEN SUCH THAT WE WERE BESIDE OURSELVES WITH BEWILDERMENT, CALLING ON THE LORD AND SAYING: HAVE MERCY, LORD, UPON US THY SERVANTS: WHAT WE ARE ABLE TO BEAR, THAT, LORD, GIVE THOU US; FOR THIS WE CAN NEITHER SEE NOR ENDURE. AND AS WE LAY THERE, ONLY THOSE WIDOWS STOOD UP WHICH WERE BLIND; AND THE BRIGHT LIGHT WHICH APPEARED UNTO US ENTERED INTO THEIR EYES AND MADE THEM TO SEE. UNTO WHOM PETER SAID: TELL US WHAT YE SAW. AND THEY SAID: WE SAW AN OLD MAN OF SUCH COMELINESS AS WE ARE NOT ABLE TO DECLARE TO THEE; BUT OTHERS SAID: WE SAW A YOUNG MAN; AND OTHERS: WE SAW A BOY TOUCHING OUR EYES DELICATELY, AND SO WERE OUR EYES OPENED. PETER THEREFORE MAGNIFIED THE LORD, SAYING: THOU ONLY ART THE LORD GOD, AND OF WHAT LIPS HAVE WE NEED TO GIVE THEE DUE PRAISE? AND HOW CAN WE GIVE THEE THANKS ACCORDING TO THY MERCY? THEREFORE, BRETHREN, AS I TOLD YOU BUT A LITTLE WHILE SINCE, GOD THAT IS CONSTANT IS GREATER THAN OUR THOUGHTS, EVEN AS WE HAVE LEARNED OF THESE AGED WIDOWS, HOW THAT THEY BEHELD THE LORD IN DIVER’S FORMS. XXII. AND HAVING EXHORTED THEM ALL TO THINK UPON (UNDERSTAND) THE LORD WITH THEIR WHOLE HEART, HE BEGAN TOGETHER WITH MARCELLUS AND THE REST OF THE BRETHREN TO MINISTER UNTO THE VIRGINS OF THE LORD, AND TO REST UNTIL THE MORNING. UNTO WHOM MARCELLUS SAID: YE HOLY AND INVIOLATE [UNTOUCHED] VIRGINS OF THE LORD, HEARKEN: YE HAVE A PLACE TO ABIDE IN, FOR THESE THINGS THAT ARE CALLED MINE, WHOSE ARE THEY SAVE YOURS? DEPART NOT HENCE, BUT REFRESH YOURSELVES: FOR UPON THE SABBATH WHICH COMETH, EVEN TO-MORROW, SIMON HATH A CONTROVERSY WITH PETER THE HOLY ONE OF GOD: FOR AS THE LORD HATH EVER BEEN WITH HIM, LO WILL CHRIST THE LORD NOW STAND FOR HIM AS HIS APOSTLE. FOR PETER HATH CONTINUED TASTING NOTHING, BUT FASTING YET A DAY, THAT HE MAY OVERCOME THE WICKED ADVERSARY AND PERSECUTOR OF THE LORD'S TRUTH. FOR LO, MY YOUNG MEN ARE COME ANNOUNCING THAT THEY HAVE SEEN SCAFFOLDS BEING SET UP IN THE FORUM, AND MUCH PEOPLE SAYING: TO-MORROW AT DAYBREAK TWO JEWS ARE TO CONTEND HERE CONCERNING THE TEACHING (?) OF GOD. NOW THEREFORE LET US WATCH UNTIL THE MORNING, PRAYING AND BESEECHING OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST TO HEAR OUR PRAYERS ON BEHALF OF PETER. AND MARCELLUS TURNED TO SLEEP FOR A SHORT SPACE, AND AWOKE AND SAID UNTO PETER: O PETER, THOU APOSTLE OF CHRIST, LET US GO BOLDLY UNTO THAT WHICH LIETH BEFORE US. FOR JUST NOW WHEN I TURNED MYSELF TO SLEEP FOR A LITTLE, I BEHELD THEE SITTING IN A HIGH PLACE AND BEFORE THEE A GREAT MULTITUDE, AND A WOMAN EXCEEDING FOUL, IN SIGHT LIKE AN ETHIOPIAN, NOT AN EGYPTIAN, BUT ALTOGETHER BLACK AND FILTHY, CLOTHED IN RAGS, AND WITH AN IRON COLLAR ABOUT HER NECK AND CHAINS UPON HER HANDS AND FEET, DANCING. AND WHEN THOU SAWEST ME THOU SAIDST TO ME WITH A LOUD VOICE: MARCELLUS THE WHOLE POWER OF SIMON AND OF HIS GOD IS THIS WOMAN THAT DANCETH; DO THOU BEHEAD HER. AND I SAID TO THEE: BROTHER PETER, I AM A SENATOR OF A HIGH RACE, AND I HAVE NEVER [SEXUALLY] DEFILED MY HANDS, NEITHER KILLED SO MUCH AS A SPARROW AT ANY TIME. AND THOU HEARING IT DIDST BEGIN TO CRY OUT YET MORE: COME THOU, OUR TRUE SWORD, JESU CHRIST. AND CUT NOT OFF ONLY THE HEAD OF THIS DEVIL, BUT HEW ALL HER LIMBS IN PIECES IN THE SIGHT OF ALL THESE WHOM I HAVE APPROVED IN THY SERVICE. AND IMMEDIATELY ONE LIKE UNTO THEE, O PETER, HAVING A SWORD, HEWED HER IN PIECES: SO THAT I LOOKED EARNESTLY UPON YOU BOTH, BOTH ON THEE AND ON HIM THAT CUT IN PIECES THAT DEVIL, AND MARVELED GREATLY TO SEE HOW ALIKE YE WERE. AND I AWAKED, AND HAVE TOLD UNTO THEE THESE SIGNS OF CHRIST. AND WHEN PETER HEARD IT, HE WAS THE MORE FILLED WITH COURAGE, FOR THAT MARCELLUS HAD SEEN THESE THINGS, KNOWING THAT THE LORD ALWAYS CARETH FOR HIS OWN. AND BEING JOYFUL AND REFRESHED BY THESE WORDS, HE ROSE UP TO GO UNTO THE FORUM. XXIII. NOW THE BRETHREN WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND ALL THAT WERE IN ROME, AND TOOK PLACES EVERY ONE FOR A PIECE OF GOLD: THERE CAME TOGETHER ALSO THE SENATORS AND THE PREFECTS AND THOSE IN AUTHORITY. AND PETER CAME AND STOOD IN THE MIDST, AND ALL CRIED OUT: SHOW US, O PETER, WHO IS THY GOD AND WHAT IS HIS GREATNESS WHICH HATH GIVEN THEE CONFIDENCE. BEGRUDGE NOT THE ROMANS; THEY ARE [SEXUAL] LOVERS OF THE GODS. WE HAVE HAD PROOF OF SIMON, LET US HAVE IT OF THEE; CONVINCE US, BOTH OF YOU, WHOM WE OUGHT TRULY TO BELIEVE. AND AS THEY SAID THESE THINGS, SIMON ALSO CAME IN, AND STANDING IN TROUBLE OF MIND AT PETER'S SIDE, AT FIRST, HE LOOKED AT HIM. AND AFTER LONG SILENCE PETER SAID: YE MEN OF ROME, BE YE TRUE JUDGES UNTO US, FOR I SAY THAT I HAVE BELIEVED ON THE LIVING AND TRUE GOD; AND I PROMISE TO GIVE YOU PROOFS OF HIM, WHICH ARE KNOWN UNTO ME, AS MANY AMONG YOU ALSO CAN BEAR WITNESS. FOR YE SEE THAT THIS MAN IS NOW REBUKED AND SILENT, KNOWING THAT I DROVE HIM OUT OF JUDAEA BECAUSE OF THE DECEITS WHICH HE PRACTICED UPON EUBULA, AN HONOURABLE AND SIMPLE WOMAN, BY HIS ART MAGIC; AND BEING DRIVEN OUT FROM THENCE, HE IS COME HITHER, THINKING TO ESCAPE NOTICE AMONG YOU; AND LO, HE STANDETH FACE TO FACE WITH ME. SAY NOW, SIMON, DIDST THOU NOT AT JERUSALEM FALL AT MY FEET AND PAUL'S, WHEN THOU SAWEST THE HEALINGS THAT WERE WROUGHT BY OUR HANDS, AND SAY: I PRAY YOU TAKE OF ME A PAYMENT AS MUCH AS YE WILL, THAT I MAY BE ABLE TO LAY HANDS ON MEN AND DO SUCH MIGHTY WORKS? AND WE WHEN WE HEARD IT [SEXUALLY] CURSED THEE, SAYING: DOST THOU THINK TO [SEXUALLY] TEMPT US AS IF WE [SEXUALLY] DESIRED TO POSSESS MONEY? AND NOW, FEAREST THOU NOT AT ALL? MY NAME IS PETER, BECAUSE THE LORD CHRIST VOUCHSAFED TO CALL ME 'PREPARED FOR ALL THINGS': FOR I TRUST IN THE LIVING GOD BY WHOM I SHALL PUT DOWN THY SORCERIES. NOW LET HIM DO IN YOUR PRESENCE THE WONDERS WHICH HE DID AFORETIME: AND WHAT I HAVE NOW SAID OF HIM, WILL YE NOT BELIEVE IT? BUT SIMON SAID: THOU PRESUMEST TO SPEAK OF JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE SON OF A CARPENTER, AND A CARPENTER HIMSELF, WHOSE BIRTH IS RECORDED (OR WHOSE RACE DWELLETH) IN JUDAEA. HEAR THOU, PETER: THE ROMANS HAVE UNDERSTANDING: THEY ARE NO FOOLS. AND HE TURNED TO THE PEOPLE AND SAID: YE MEN OF ROME, IS GOD BORN? IS HE CRUCIFIED? HE THAT HATH A MASTER IS NO GOD. AND WHEN HE SO SPOKE, MANY SAID: THOU SAYEST WELL, SIMON. 
XXIV. BUT PETER SAID: ANATHEMA UPON THY WORDS AGAINST (OR IN) CHRIST! PRESUMEST THOU TO SPEAK THUS, WHEREAS THE PROPHET SAITH OF HIM: WHO SHALL DECLARE HIS GENERATION? AND ANOTHER PROPHET SAITH: AND WE SAW HIM AND HE HAD NO BEAUTY NOR COMELINESS. AND: IN THE LAST TIMES SHALL A CHILD BE BORN OF THE HOLY GHOST: HIS MOTHER KNOWETH NOT A MAN, NEITHER DOTH ANY MAN SAY THAT HE IS HIS FATHER. AND AGAIN, HE SAITH: SHE HATH BROUGHT FORTH AND NOT BROUGHT FORTH. [FROM THE APOCRYPHAL EZEKIEL (LOST)] AND AGAIN: IS IT A SMALL THING FOR YOU TO WEARY MEN (LIT. IS IT A SMALL THING THAT YE MAKE A CONTEST FOR MEN)? BEHOLD, A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE IN THE WOMB. AND ANOTHER PROPHET SAITH, HONOURING THE FATHER [STEPHEN]: NEITHER DID WE HEAR HER VOICE, NEITHER DID A MIDWIFE COME IN. [FROM THE ASCENSION OF ISAIAH, XI. 14] ANOTHER PROPHET SAITH: BORN NOT OF THE WOMB OF A WOMAN, BUT FROM A HEAVENLY PLACE CAME HE DOWN. AND: A STONE WAS CUT OUT WITHOUT HANDS, AND SMOTE ALL THE KINGDOMS. AND: THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THE SAME IS BECOME THE HEAD OF THE CORNER; AND HE CALLETH HIM A STONE ELECT, PRECIOUS. AND AGAIN, A PROPHET SAITH CONCERNING HIM: AND BEHOLD, I SAW ONE LIKE THE SON OF MAN COMING UPON A CLOUD. AND WHAT MORE? O YE MEN OF ROME, IF YE KNEW THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURES OF THE PROPHETS, I WOULD EXPOUND ALL UNTO YOU: BY WHICH [HOLY] SCRIPTURES IT WAS NECESSARY THAT THIS SHOULD BE SPOKEN IN A MYSTERY, AND THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD SHOULD BE PERFECTED. BUT THESE THINGS SHALL BE OPENED UNTO YOU HEREAFTER. NOW TURN I UNTO THEE, SIMON: DO THOU SOME ONE THING OF THOSE WHEREWITH THOU DIDST BEFORE DECEIVE THEM, AND I WILL BRING IT TO NOUGHT THROUGH MY LORD JESUS CHRIST. AND SIMON PLUCKED UP HIS BOLDNESS AND SAID: IF THE PREFECT, ALLOW IT (PREPARE YOURSELVES AND DELAY NOT FOR MY SAKE). XXV. BUT THE PREFECT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO SHOW PATIENCE UNTO BOTH, THAT HE MIGHT NOT APPEAR TO DO AUGHT UNJUSTLY. AND THE PREFECT PUT FORWARD ONE OF HIS SERVANTS AND SAID THUS UNTO SIMON: TAKE THIS MAN AND DELIVER HIM TO DEATH. AND TO PETER HE SAID: AND DO THOU REVIVE HIM. AND UNTO THE PEOPLE THE PREFECT SAID: IT IS NOW FOR YOU TO JUDGE WHETHER OF THESE TWO IS ACCEPTABLE UNTO GOD, HE THAT KILLETH OR HE THAT MAKETH ALIVE. AND STRAIGHTWAY SIMON SPAKE IN THE EAR OF THE LAD AND MADE HIM SPEECHLESS, AND HE DIED. AND AS THERE BEGAN TO BE A MURMURING AMONG THE PEOPLE, ONE OF THE WIDOWS WHO WERE NOURISHED (REFRESHED) IN MARCELLUS' HOUSE, STANDING BEHIND THE MULTITUDE, CRIED OUT: O PETER, SERVANT OF GOD, MY SON IS DEAD, THE ONLY ONE THAT I HAD. AND THE PEOPLE MADE PLACE FOR HER AND LED HER UNTO PETER: AND SHE CAST HERSELF DOWN AT HIS FEET, SAYING: I HAD ONE ONLY SON, WHICH WITH HIS HANDS (SHOULDERS) FURNISHED ME WITH NOURISHMENT: HE RAISED ME UP, HE CARRIED ME: NOW THAT HE IS DEAD, WHO SHALL REACH ME A HAND? UNTO WHOM PETER SAID: GO, WITH THESE FOR WITNESS, AND BRING HITHER THY SON, THAT THEY MAY SEE AND BE ABLE TO BELIEVE THAT BY THE POWER OF GOD HE IS RAISED, AND THAT THIS MAN (SIMON) MAY BEHOLD IT AND FAIL (OR, AND SHE WHEN SHE SAW HIM, FELL DOWN). AND PETER SAID TO THE YOUNG MEN: WE HAVE NEED OF SOME YOUNG MEN, AND, MOREOVER, OF SUCH AS WILL BELIEVE. AND FORTHWITH THIRTY YOUNG MEN AROSE, WHICH WERE PREPARED TO CARRY HER OR TO BRING THITHER HER SON THAT WAS DEAD. AND WHEREAS THE WIDOW WAS HARDLY RETURNED TO HERSELF, THE YOUNG MEN TOOK HER UP; AND SHE WAS CRYING OUT AND SAYING: LO, MY SON, THE SERVANT OF CHRIST HATH SENT UNTO THEE: TEARING HER HAIR AND HER FACE. NOW THE YOUNG MEN WHICH WERE COME EXAMINED (GK. APPARENTLY, HELD) THE LAD'S NOSTRILS TO SEE WHETHER HE WERE INDEED DEAD; AND SEEING THAT HE WAS DEAD OF A TRUTH, THEY HAD COMPASSION ON THE OLD WOMAN AND SAID: IF THOU SO WILL, MOTHER, AND HAST CONFIDENCE IN THE GOD OF PETER, WE WILL TAKE HIM UP AND CARRY HIM THITHER THAT HE MAY RAISE HIM UP AND RESTORE HIM UNTO THEE. XXVI. AND AS THEY SAID THESE THINGS, THE PREFECT (IN THE FORUM, LAT.), LOOKING EARNESTLY UPON PETER (SAID: WHAT SAYEST THOU PETER?) BEHOLD MY LAD IS DEAD, WHO ALSO IS DEAR UNTO THE EMPEROR, AND I SPARED HIM NOT, THOUGH I HAD WITH ME OTHER YOUNG MEN; BUT I [SEXUALLY] DESIRED RATHER TO MAKE TRIAL ([SEXUALLY] TEMPT) OF THEE AND OF THE GOD WHOM THOU (PREACHEST), WHETHER YE BE TRUE, AND THEREFORE I WOULD HAVE THIS LAD DIE. AND PETER SAID: GOD IS NOT [SEXUALLY] TEMPTED NOR PROVED [JAMES 1:13], O AGRIPPA, BUT IF HE BE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED AND ENTREATED, HE HEARETH THEM THAT ARE WORTHY. BUT SINCE NOW MY GOD AND LORD JESUS CHRIST IS [SEXUALLY] TEMPTED AMONG YOU, WHO HATH DONE SO GREAT SIGNS AND WONDERS BY MY HANDS TO TURN YOU FROM YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS -NOW ALSO IN THE SIGHT OF ALL DO THOU, LORD, AT MY WORD, BY THY POWER RAISE UP HIM WHOM SIMON HATH SLAIN BY TOUCHING HIM. AND PETER SAID UNTO THE MASTER OF THE LAD: GO, TAKE HOLD ON HIS RIGHT HAND, AND THOU SHALT HAVE HIM ALIVE AND WALKING WITH THEE. AND AGRIPPA THE PREFECT RAN AND WENT TO THE LAD AND TOOK HIS HAND AND RAISED HIM UP. AND ALL THE MULTITUDE SEEING IT CRIED: ONE IS THE GOD, ONE IS THE GOD OF PETER. XXVII. IN THE MEANWHILE THE WIDOW'S SON ALSO WAS BROUGHT UPON A BED BY THE YOUNG MEN, AND THE PEOPLE MADE WAY FOR THEM AND BROUGHT THEM UNTO PETER. AND PETER LIFTED UP HIS EYES UNTO HEAVEN AND STRETCHED FORTH HIS HANDS AND SAID: O HOLY FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THY SON JESUS CHRIST. WHO HAST GRANTED US THY POWER, THAT WE MAY THROUGH THEE ASK AND OBTAIN, AND DESPISE ALL THAT IS IN THE WORLD, AND FOLLOW THEE ONLY, WHO ART SEEN OF FEW AND WOULDEST BE KNOWN OF MANY: SHINE THOU ABOUT US, LORD, ENLIGHTEN US, APPEAR THOU, RAISE UP THE SON OF THIS AGED WIDOW, WHICH CANNOT HELP HERSELF WITHOUT HER SON. AND I, REPEATING THE WORD OF CHRIST MY LORD, SAY UNTO THEE: YOUNG MAN, ARISE AND WALK WITH THY MOTHER SO LONG AS THOU CANST DO HER GOOD; AND THEREAFTER SHALT THOU SERVE ME AFTER A HIGHER SORT, MINISTERING IN THE LOT OF A DEACON OF THE BISHOP (OR, AND OF A BISHOP). AND IMMEDIATELY THE DEAD MAN ROSE UP, AND THE MULTITUDES SAW IT AND MARVELED, AND THE PEOPLE CRIED OUT: THOU ART GOD THE SAVIOUR, THOU, THE GOD OF PETER, THE INVISIBLE GOD, THE SAVIOUR. AND THEY SPOKE AMONG THEMSELVES, MARVELING INDEED AT THE POWER OF A MAN THAT CALLED UPON HIS LORD WITH A WORD; AND THEY RECEIVED IT UNTO SANCTIFICATION. XXVIII. THE FAME OF IT THEREFORE BEING SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE CITY, THERE CAME THE MOTHER OF A CERTAIN SENATOR, AND CAST HERSELF INTO THE MIDST OF THE PEOPLE, AND FELL AT PETER'S FEET, SAYING: I HAVE LEARNED FROM MY PEOPLE THAT THOU ART A SERVANT OF THE MERCIFUL GOD, AND DOST IMPART HIS GRACE UNTO ALL THEM THAT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE THIS LIGHT. IMPART THEREFORE THE LIGHT UNTO MY SON, FOR I KNOW THAT THOU BEGRUDGEST NONE; TURN NOT AWAY FROM A MATRON THAT ENTREATETH THEE. UNTO WHOM PETER SAID: WILT THOU BELIEVE ON MY GOD, BY WHOM THY SON SHALL BE RAISED? AND THE MOTHER SAID WITH A LOUD VOICE, WEEPING: I BELIEVE, O PETER, I BELIEVE! AND ALL THE PEOPLE CRIED OUT: GRANT THE MOTHER HER SON. BUT PETER SAID: LET HIM BE BROUGHT HITHER BEFORE ALL THESE. AND PETER TURNED HIMSELF TO THE PEOPLE AND SAID: YE MEN OF ROME, I ALSO AM ONE OF YOURSELVES, AND BEAR A MAN'S BODY AND AM A [SEXUALLY] SINNER, BUT HAVE OBTAINED MERCY: LOOK NOT THEREFORE UPON ME AS THOUGH I DID BY MINE OWN POWER THAT WHICH I DO, BUT BY THE POWER OF MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO IS THE JUDGE OF QUICK AND DEAD. IN HIM DO I BELIEVE AND BY HIM AM I SENT, AND HAVE CONFIDENCE WHEN I CALL UPON HIM TO RAISE THE DEAD. GO THOU THEREFORE ALSO, O WOMAN, AND CAUSE THY SON TO BE BROUGHT HITHER AND TO RISE AGAIN. AND THE WOMAN PASSED THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE PEOPLE AND WENT INTO THE STREET, RUNNING, WITH GREAT JOY, AND BELIEVING IN HER MIND SHE CAME UNTO HER HOUSE, AND BY MEANS OF HER YOUNG MEN SHE TOOK HIM UP AND CAME UNTO THE FORUM. NOW SHE BADE THE YOUNG MEN PUT CAPS [PILEI, A SIGN THAT THEY WERE NOW FREED.] ON THEIR HEADS, AND TO WALK BEFORE THE BIER, AND ALL THAT SHE HAD DETERMINED TO BURN UPON THE BODY OF HER SON TO BE BORNE BEFORE HIS BIER; AND WHEN PETER SAW IT, HE HAD COMPASSION UPON THE DEAD BODY AND UPON HER. AND SHE CAME UNTO THE MULTITUDE, WHILE ALL BEWAILED HER; AND A GREAT CROWD OF SENATORS AND MATRONS FOLLOWED AFTER, TO BEHOLD THE WONDERFUL WORKS OF GOD: FOR THIS NICOSTRATUS WHICH WAS DEAD WAS EXCEEDING NOBLE AND BELOVED OF THE SENATE. AND THEY BROUGHT HIM AND SET HIM DOWN BEFORE PETER. AND PETER CALLED FOR SILENCE, AND WITH A LOUD VOICE SAID: YE MEN OF ROME, LET THERE NOW BE A JUST JUDGEMENT BETWIXT ME AND SIMON; AND JUDGE YE WHETHER OF US TWO BELIEVETH IN THE LIVING GOD, HE OR I. LET HIM RAISE UP THE BODY THAT LIETH HERE, AND BELIEVE IN HIM AS THE ANGEL OF GOD. BUT IF HE BE NOT ABLE, AND I CALL UPON MY GOD AND RESTORE THE SON ALIVE UNTO HIS MOTHER, THEN BELIEVE YE THAT THIS MAN IS A SORCERER AND A DECEIVER, WHICH IS ENTERTAINED AMONG YOU. AND WHEN ALL THEY HEARD THESE THINGS, THEY THOUGHT THAT IT WAS RIGHT WHICH PETER HAD SPOKEN, AND THEY ENCOURAGED SIMON, SAYING: NOW, IF THERE BE AUGHT IN THEE, SHOW IT OPENLY! EITHER OVERCOME, OR THOU SHALL BE OVERCOME! (OR, CONVINCE US, OR THOU SHALT BE CONVICTED). WHY STANDEST THOU STILL? COME, BEGIN! BUT SIMON, WHEN HE SAW THEM ALL INSTANT WITH HIM, STOOD SILENT; AND THEREAFTER, WHEN HE SAW THE PEOPLE SILENT AND LOOKING UPON HIM, SIMON CRIED OUT, SAYING: YE MEN OF ROME, IF YE BEHOLD THE DEAD MAN ARISE, WILL YE CAST PETER OUT OF THE CITY? AND ALL THE PEOPLE SAID: WE WILL NOT ONLY CAST HIM OUT, BUT ON THE VERY INSTANT WILL WE BURN HIM WITH FIRE. THEN SIMON WENT TO THE HEAD OF THE DEAD MAN AND STOOPED DOWN AND THRICE RAISED HIMSELF UP (OR, AND SAID THRICE: RAISE THYSELF), AND SHOWED THE PEOPLE THAT HE (THE DEAD) LIFTED HIS HEAD AND MOVED IT, AND OPENED HIS EYES AND BOWED HIMSELF A LITTLE UNTO SIMON. AND STRAIGHTWAY THEY BEGAN TO ASK FOR WOOD AND TORCHES, WHEREWITH TO BURN PETER. BUT PETER RECEIVING STRENGTH OF CHRIST, LIFTED UP HIS VOICE AND SAID UNTO THEM THAT CRIED OUT AGAINST HIM: NOW SEE I, YE PEOPLE OF ROME, THAT YE ARE -I MUST NOT SAY FOOLS AND VAIN, SO LONG AS YOUR EYES AND YOUR EARS AND YOUR HEARTS ARE BLINDED. HOW LONG SHALL YOUR UNDERSTANDING BE DARKENED? SEE YE NOT THAT YE ARE BEWITCHED, SUPPOSING THAT A DEAD MAN IS RAISED, WHO HATH NOT LIFTED HIMSELF UP? IT WOULD HAVE SUFFICED ME, YE MEN OF ROME, TO HOLD MY PEACE AND DIE WITHOUT SPEAKING, AND TO LEAVE YOU AMONG THE DECEITS OF THIS WORLD; BUT I HAVE THE CHASTISEMENT OF FIRE UNQUENCHABLE BEFORE MINE EYES. IF THEREFORE IT, SEEM GOOD UNTO YOU, LET THE DEAD MAN SPEAK, LET HIM ARISE IF HE LIVETH, LET HIM LOOSE HIS JAW THAT IS BOUND, WITH HIS HANDS, LET HIM CALL UPON HIS MOTHER, LET HIM SAY UNTO YOU THAT CRY OUT: WHEREFORE CRY YE? LET HIM BECKON UNTO US WITH HIS HAND. IF NOW YE WOULD SEE THAT HE IS DEAD, AND YOURSELVES BEWITCHED, LET THIS MAN DEPART FROM THE BIER, WHO HATH PERSUADED YOU TO DEPART FROM CHRIST, AND YE SHALL SEE THAT THE DEAD MAN IS SUCH AS YE SAW HIM BROUGHT HITHER. BUT AGRIPPA THE PREFECT HAD NO LONGER PATIENCE, BUT THRUST AWAY SIMON WITH HIS OWN HANDS, AND AGAIN THE DEAD MAN LAY AS HE WAS BEFORE. AND THE PEOPLE WERE ENRAGED, AND TURNED AWAY FROM THE SORCERY OF SIMON AND BEGAN TO CRY OUT: HEARKEN, O CAESAR! IF NOW THE DEAD RISETH NOT, LET SIMON BURN INSTEAD OF PETER, FOR VERILY HE HATH BLINDED US. BUT PETER STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND AND SAID: O MEN OF ROME, HAVE PATIENCE! I SAY NOT UNTO YOU THAT IF THE LAD BE RAISED SIMON SHALL BURN; FOR IF I SAY IT, YE WILL DO IT. THE PEOPLE CRIED OUT: AGAINST THY WILL, PETER, WE WILL DO IT. UNTO WHOM PETER SAID: IF YE CONTINUE IN THIS MIND THE LAD SHALL NOT ARISE: FOR WE KNOW NOT TO RENDER EVIL FOR EVIL, BUT WE HAVE LEARNED TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE OUR [SEXUAL] ENEMIES AND PRAY FOR OUR PERSECUTORS. FOR IF EVEN THIS MAN CAN REPENT, IT, WERE BETTER; FOR GOD WILL NOT REMEMBER EVIL. LET HIM COME, THEREFORE, INTO THE LIGHT OF CHRIST; BUT IF HE CANNOT, LET HIM POSSESS THE PART OF HIS FATHER [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THE DEVIL, BUT LET NOT YOUR HANDS BE [SEXUALLY] DEFILED. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN UNTO THE PEOPLE, HE WENT UNTO THE LAD, AND BEFORE HE RAISED HIM, HE SAID TO HIS MOTHER: THESE YOUNG MEN WHOM THOU HAST SET FREE IN THE HONOUR OF THY SON, CAN YET SERVE THEIR GOD WHEN HE LIVETH, BEING FREE; FOR I KNOW THAT THE SOUL OF SOME IS HURT IF THEY SHALL SEE THY SON ARISE AND KNOW THAT THESE SHALL YET BE IN BONDAGE: BUT LET THEM ALL CONTINUE FREE AND RECEIVE THEIR SUSTENANCE AS THEY DID BEFORE, FOR THY SON IS ABOUT TO RISE AGAIN; AND LET THEM BE WITH HIM. AND PETER LOOKED LONG UPON HER, TO SEE HER THOUGHTS. AND THE MOTHER OF THE LAD SAID: WHAT OTHER CAN I DO? THEREFORE BEFORE THE PREFECT I SAY: WHATSOEVER I WAS MINDED TO BURN UPON THE BODY OF MY SON, LET THEM POSSESS IT. AND PETER SAID: LET THE RESIDUE BE DISTRIBUTED UNTO THE WIDOWS. THEN PETER REJOICED IN SOUL AND SAID IN THE SPIRIT: O LORD THAT ART MERCIFUL, JESU [S] CHRIST, SHOW THYSELF UNTO THY PETER THAT CALLETH UPON THEE LIKE AS THOU HAST ALWAYS SHOWN HIM MERCY AND LOVING-KINDNESS: AND IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL THESE WHICH HAVE OBTAINED FREEDOM, THAT THESE MAY BECOME THY SERVANTS, LET NICOSTRATUS NOW ARISE. AND PETER TOUCHED THE LAD'S SIDE AND SAID: ARISE. AND THE LAD AROSE AND PUT OFF HIS GRAVE CLOTHES AND SAT UP AND LOOSED HIS JAW, AND ASKED FOR OTHER RAIMENT; AND HE CAME DOWN FROM THE BIER AND SAID UNTO PETER: I PRAY THEE, O MAN OF GOD, LET US GO UNTO OUR LORD CHRIST WHOM I SAW SPEAKING WITH ME; WHO ALSO SHOWED ME UNTO THEE AND SAID TO THEE: BRING HIM HITHER UNTO ME, FOR HE IS MINE. AND WHEN PETER HEARD THIS OF THE LAD, HE WAS STRENGTHENED YET MORE IN SOUL BY THE HELP OF THE LORD, AND PETER SAID UNTO THE PEOPLE: YE MEN OF ROME, IT IS THUS THAT THE DEAD ARE RAISED UP, THUS DO THEY CONVERSE, THUS DO THEY ARISE AND WALK, AND LIVE SO LONG TIME AS GOD WILLETH. NOW THEREFORE, YE THAT HAVE COME TOGETHER UNTO THE SIGHT, IF YE TURN NOT FROM THESE YOUR EVIL WAYS, AND FROM ALL YOUR GODS THAT ARE MADE WITH HANDS, AND FROM ALL UNCLEANNESS AND CONCUPISCENCE, RECEIVE FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST, BELIEVING, THAT YE MAY OBTAIN EVERLASTING LIFE. XXIX. AND IN THE SAME HOUR THEY WORSHIPPED HIM AS A GOD, FALLING DOWN AT HIS FEET, AND THE SICK WHOM THEY HAD AT HOME, THAT HE MIGHT HEAL THEM. BUT THE PREFECT SEEING THAT SO GREAT A MULTITUDE WAITED UPON PETER, SIGNIFIED TO PETER THAT HE SHOULD WITHDRAW HIMSELF: AND PETER TOLD THE PEOPLE TO COME UNTO MARCELLUS' HOUSE. BUT THE MOTHER OF THE LAD BESOUGHT PETER TO SET FOOT IN HER HOUSE. BUT PETER HAD APPOINTED TO BE WITH MARCELLUS ON THE LORD'S DAY [SUNDAY], TO SEE THE WIDOWS EVEN AS MARCELLUS HAD PROMISED, TO MINISTER UNTO THEM WITH HIS OWN HANDS. THE LAD THEREFORE THAT WAS RISEN AGAIN SAID: I DEPART NOT FROM PETER. AND HIS MOTHER, GLAD AND REJOICING, WENT UNTO HER OWN HOUSE. AND ON THE NEXT DAY AFTER THE SABBATH SHE CAME TO MARCELLUS' HOUSE BRINGING UNTO PETER TWO THOUSAND PIECES OF GOLD, AND SAYING UNTO PETER: DIVIDE THESE AMONG THE VIRGINS OF CHRIST WHICH SERVE HIM. BUT THE LAD THAT WAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, WHEN HE SAW THAT HE HAD GIVEN NOTHING TO ANY MAN, WENT HOME AND OPENED THE PRESS AND HIMSELF OFFERED FOUR THOUSAND PIECES OF GOLD, SAYING UNTO PETER: LO, I ALSO WHICH WAS RAISED, OFFER A DOUBLE OFFERING, AND MYSELF ALSO FROM THIS DAY FORWARD AS A SPEAKING SACRIFICE UNTO GOD. HERE BEGINS THE ORIGINAL GREEK TEXT AS PRESERVED IN ONE OF OUR TWO MANUSCRIPTS (THAT AT MT. ATHOS). THE SECOND (PATMOS) MANUSCRIPT BEGINS, AS DO THE VERSIONS, AT CH. XXXIII. THE GREEK AND NOT THE LATIN IS FOLLOWED IN THE TRANSLATION. XXX. NOW ON THE LORD'S DAY [SUNDAY] AS PETER DISCOURSED UNTO THE BRETHREN AND EXHORTED THEM UNTO THE FAITH OF CHRIST, THERE BEING PRESENT MANY OF THE SENATE AND MANY KNIGHTS AND RICH WOMEN AND MATRONS, AND BEING CONFIRMED IN THE FAITH, ONE WOMAN THAT WAS THERE, EXCEEDING RICH, WHICH WAS SURNAMED CHRYSE BECAUSE EVERY VESSEL OF HERS WAS OF GOLD -FOR FROM HER BIRTH SHE NEVER USED A VESSEL OF SILVER OR GLASS, BUT GOLDEN ONES ONLY- SAID UNTO PETER: PETER, THOU SERVANT OF GOD, HE WHOM THOU CALLEST GOD APPEARED UNTO ME IN A DREAM AND SAID: CHRYSE, CARRY THOU UNTO PETER MY MINISTER TEN THOUSAND PIECES OF GOLD; FOR THOU OWEST THEM TO HIM. I HAVE THEREFORE BROUGHT THEM, FEARING LEST SOME HARM SHOULD BE DONE ME BY HIM THAT APPEARED UNTO ME, WHICH ALSO DEPARTED UNTO HEAVEN. AND SO, SAYING, SHE LAID DOWN THE MONEY AND DEPARTED. AND PETER SEEING IT GLORIFIED THE LORD, FOR THAT THEY THAT WERE IN NEED SHOULD BE REFRESHED. CERTAIN, THEREFORE, OF THEM THAT WERE THERE SAID UNTO HIM: PETER, HAST THOU NOT DONE ILL TO RECEIVE THE MONEY OF HER? FOR SHE IS ILL SPOKEN OF THROUGHOUT ALL ROME FOR FORNICATION, AND BECAUSE SHE KEEPETH NOT TO ONE HUSBAND, YEA, SHE EVEN HATH TO DO WITH THE YOUNG MEN OF HER HOUSE. BE NOT THEREFORE A PARTNER WITH THE TABLE OF CHRYSE, BUT LET THAT WHICH CAME FROM HER BE RETURNED UNTO HER. BUT PETER HEARING IT LAUGHED AND SAID TO THE BRETHREN: WHAT THIS WOMAN IS IN THE REST OF HER WAY OF LIFE, I KNOW NOT, BUT IN THAT I HAVE RECEIVED THIS MONEY, I DID IT NOT FOOLISHLY; FOR SHE DID PAY IT AS A DEBTOR UNTO CHRIST, AND GIVETH IT UNTO THE SERVANTS OF CHRIST: FOR HE HIMSELF HATH PROVIDED FOR THEM. XXXI. AND THEY BROUGHT UNTO HIM ALSO THE SICK ON THE SABBATH, BESEECHING THAT THEY MIGHT RECOVER OF THEIR DISEASES. AND MANY WERE HEALED THAT WERE SICK OF THE PALSY, AND THE GOUT, AND FEVERS TERTIAN AND QUARTAN, AND OF EVERY DISEASE OF THE BODY, WERE THEY HEALED, BELIEVING IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND VERY MANY WERE ADDED EVERY DAY UNTO THE GRACE OF THE LORD. BUT SIMON THE MAGICIAN, AFTER A FEW DAYS WERE PAST, PROMISED THE MULTITUDE TO CONVICT PETER THAT HE BELIEVED NOT IN THE TRUE GOD BUT WAS DECEIVED. AND WHEN HE DID MANY LYING WONDERS, THEY THAT WERE FIRM IN THE FAITH DERIDED HIM. FOR IN DINING CHAMBERS HE MADE CERTAIN SPIRITS ENTER IN, WHICH WERE ONLY AN APPEARANCE, AND NOT EXISTING IN TRUTH. AND WHAT SHOULD I MORE SAY? THOUGH HE HAD OFT-TIMES BEEN CONVICTED OF SORCERY, HE MADE LAME MEN SEEM WHOLE FOR A LITTLE SPACE, AND BLIND LIKEWISE, AND ONCE HE APPEARED TO MAKE MANY DEAD TO LIVE AND MOVE, AS HE DID WITH NICOSTRATUS (GK. STRATONICUS). BUT PETER FOLLOWED HIM THROUGHOUT AND CONVICTED HIM ALWAYS UNTO THE BEHOLDERS: AND WHEN HE NOW MADE A SORRY FIGURE AND WAS DERIDED BY THE PEOPLE OF ROME AND DISBELIEVED FOR THAT HE NEVER SUCCEEDED M THE THINGS WHICH HE PROMISED TO PERFORM, BEING IN SUCH A PLIGHT AT LAST HE SAID TO THEM: MEN OF ROME, YE THINK NOW THAT PETER HATH PREVAILED OVER ME, AS MORE POWERFUL, AND YE PAY MORE HEED TO HIM: YE ARE DECEIVED. FOR TO-MORROW I SHALL FORSAKE YOU, GODLESS [ATHEISTIC] AND IMPIOUS THAT YE ARE, AND FLY UP UNTO GOD WHOSE POWER I AM, THOUGH I AM BECOME WEAK. WHEREAS, THEN, YE HAVE FALLEN, I AM HE THAT STANDETH, AND I SHALL GO UP TO MY FATHER [STEPHEN] AND SAY UNTO HIM: ME ALSO, EVEN THY SON THAT STANDETH, HAVE THEY [SEXUALLY] DESIRED TO PULL DOWN; BUT I CONSENTED NOT UNTO THEM, AND AM RETURNED BACK UNTO MYSELF. XXXII. AND ALREADY ON THE MORROW A GREAT MULTITUDE ASSEMBLED AT THE SACRED WAY TO SEE HIM FLYING. AND PETER CAME UNTO THE PLACE, HAVING SEEN A VISION (OR, TO SEE THE SIGHT), THAT HE MIGHT CONVICT HIM IN THIS ALSO; FOR WHEN SIMON ENTERED INTO ROME, HE AMAZED THE MULTITUDES BY FLYING: BUT PETER THAT CONVICTED HIM WAS THEN NOT YET LIVING AT ROME: WHICH CITY HE THUS DECEIVED BY ILLUSION, SO THAT SOME WERE CARRIED AWAY BY HIM (AMAZED AT HIM). SO THEN THIS MAN STANDING ON AN HIGH PLACE BEHELD PETER AND BEGAN TO SAY: PETER, AT THIS TIME WHEN I AM GOING UP BEFORE ALL THIS PEOPLE THAT BEHOLD ME, I SAY UNTO THEE: IF THY GOD IS ABLE, WHOM THE JEWS PUT TO DEATH, AND STONED YOU THAT WERE CHOSEN OF HIM, LET HIM SHOW THAT FAITH IN HIM IS FAITH IN GOD, AND LET IT APPEAR AT THIS TIME, IF IT BE WORTHY OF GOD. FOR I, ASCENDING UP, WILL SHOW MYSELF UNTO ALL THIS MULTITUDE, WHO I AM. AND BEHOLD WHEN HE WAS LIFTED UP ON HIGH, AND ALL BEHELD HIM RAISED UP ABOVE ALL ROME AND THE TEMPLES THEREOF AND THE MOUNTAINS, THE FAITHFUL LOOKED TOWARD PETER. AND PETER SEEING THE STRANGENESS OF THE SIGHT CRIED UNTO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST: IF THOU SUFFER THIS MAN TO ACCOMPLISH THAT WHICH HE HATH SET ABOUT, NOW WILL ALL THEY THAT HAVE BELIEVED ON THEE BE OFFENDED, AND THE SIGNS AND WONDERS WHICH THOU HAST GIVEN THEM THROUGH ME WILL NOT BE BELIEVED: HASTEN THY GRACE, O LORD, AND LET HIM FALL FROM THE HEIGHT AND BE DISABLED; AND LET HIM NOT DIE BUT BE BROUGHT TO NOUGHT, AND BREAK HIS LEG IN THREE PLACES. AND HE FELL FROM THE HEIGHT AND BRAKE HIS LEG IN THREE PLACES. THEN EVERY MAN CAST STONES AT HIM AND WENT AWAY HOME, AND THENCEFORTH BELIEVED PETER. BUT ONE OF THE FRIENDS OF SIMON CAME QUICKLY OUT OF THE WAY (OR ARRIVED FROM A JOURNEY), GEMELLUS BY NAME, OF WHOM SIMON HAD RECEIVED MUCH MONEY, HAVING A GREEK WOMAN TO WIFE, AND SAW HIM THAT HE HAD BROKEN HIS LEG, AND SAID: O SIMON, IF THE POWER OF GOD IS BROKEN TO PIECES, SHALL NOT THAT GOD WHOSE POWER THOU ART, HIMSELF BE BLINDED? GEMELLUS THEREFORE ALSO RAN AND FOLLOWED PETER, SAYING UNTO HIM: I ALSO WOULD BE OF THEM THAT BELIEVE ON CHRIST. AND PETER SAID: IS THERE ANY THAT GRUDGETH IT, MY BROTHER? COME THOU AND SIT WITH US. BUT SIMON IN HIS AFFLICTION FOUND SOME TO CARRY HIM BY NIGHT ON A BED FROM ROME UNTO ARICIA; AND HE ABODE THERE A SPACE, AND WAS BROUGHT THENCE UNTO TERRACINA TO ONE CASTOR THAT WAS BANISHED FROM ROME UPON AN ACCUSATION OF SORCERY. AND THERE HE WAS SORELY CUT (LAT. BY TWO PHYSICIANS), AND SO SIMON THE ANGEL OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] CAME TO HIS END. [HERE THE MARTYRDOM PROPER BEGINS IN THE PATMOS MS. AND THE VERSIONS]. XXXIII. NOW PETER WAS IN ROME REJOICING IN THE LORD WITH THE BRETHREN, AND GIVING THANKS NIGHT AND DAY FOR THE MULTITUDE WHICH WAS BROUGHT DAILY UNTO THE HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BY THE GRACE OF THE LORD. AND THERE WERE GATHERED ALSO UNTO PETER THE CONCUBINES OF AGRIPPA THE PREFECT, BEING FOUR, AGRIPPINA AND NICARIA AND EUPHEMIA AND DORIS; AND THEY, HEARING THE WORD CONCERNING [SEXLESS] CHASTITY AND ALL THE ORACLES OF THE LORD, WERE SMITTEN IN THEIR SOULS, AND AGREEING TOGETHER TO REMAIN PURE FROM THE BED OF AGRIPPA THEY WERE VEXED BY HIM. NOW AS AGRIPPA WAS PERPLEXED AND GRIEVED CONCERNING THEM -AND HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED THEM GREATLY- HE OBSERVED AND SENT MEN PRIVILY TO SEE WHITHER THEY WENT, AND FOUND THAT THEY WENT UNTO PETER. HE SAID THEREFORE UNTO THEM WHEN THEY RETURNED: THAT CHRISTIAN HATH TAUGHT YOU TO HAVE NO DEALINGS WITH ME: KNOW YE THAT I WILL BOTH DESTROY YOU, AND BURN HIM ALIVE. THEY, THEN, ENDURED TO SUFFER ALL MANNER OF EVIL AT AGRIPPA'S HAND, IF ONLY THEY MIGHT NOT SUFFER THE [SEXLESS] PASSION OF [SEXLESS] LOVE, BEING STRENGTHENED BY THE MIGHT OF JESUS. XXXIV. AND A CERTAIN WOMAN WHICH WAS EXCEEDING BEAUTIFUL, THE WIFE OF ALBINUS, CAESAR'S FRIEND, BY NAME XANTHIPPE, CAME, SHE ALSO, UNTO PETER, WITH THE REST OF THE MATRONS, AND WITHDREW HERSELF, SHE ALSO, FROM ALBINUS. HE THEREFORE BEING MAD, AND LOVING XANTHIPPE, AND MARVELING THAT SHE WOULD NOT SLEEP EVEN UPON THE SAME BED WITH HIM, RAGED LIKE A WILD BEAST AND WOULD HAVE DISPATCHED PETER; FOR HE KNEW THAT HE WAS THE CAUSE OF HER SEPARATING FROM HIS BED. MANY OTHER WOMEN ALSO, LOVING THE WORD OF CHASTITY, SEPARATED THEMSELVES FROM THEIR HUSBANDS, BECAUSE THEY [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THEM TO WORSHIP GOD IN SOBRIETY AND CLEANNESS. AND WHEREAS THERE WAS GREAT TROUBLE IN ROME, ALBINUS MADE KNOWN HIS STATE UNTO AGRIPPA, SAYING TO HIM: EITHER DO THOU AVENGE ME OF PETER THAT HATH WITHDRAWN MY WIFE, OR I WILL AVENGE MYSELF. AND AGRIPPA SAID: I HAVE SUFFERED THE SAME AT HIS HAND, FOR HE HATH WITHDRAWN MY CONCUBINES. AND ALBINUS SAID UNTO HIM: WHY THEN TARRIEST THOU, AGRIPPA? LET US FIND HIM AND PUT HIM TO DEATH FOR A DEALER IN CURIOUS ARTS, THAT WE MAY HAVE OUR WIVES AGAIN, AND AVENGE THEM ALSO WHICH ARE NOT ABLE TO PUT HIM TO DEATH, WHOSE WIVES ALSO HE HATH PARTED FROM THEM. XXXV. AND AS THEY CONSIDERED THESE THINGS, XANTHIPPE TOOK KNOWLEDGE OF THE COUNSEL OF HER HUSBAND WITH AGRIPPA, AND SENT AND SHOWED PETER, THAT HE MIGHT DEPART FROM ROME. AND THE REST OF THE BRETHREN, TOGETHER WITH MARCELLUS, BESOUGHT HIM TO DEPART. BUT PETER SAID UNTO THEM: SHALL WE BE RUNAWAYS, BRETHREN? AND THEY SAID TO HIM: NAY, BUT THAT THOU MAYEST YET BE ABLE TO SERVE THE LORD. AND HE OBEYED THE BRETHREN'S VOICE AND WENT FORTH ALONE, SAYING: LET NONE OF YOU COME FORTH WITH ME, BUT I WILL GO FORTH ALONE, HAVING CHANGED THE FASHION OF MINE APPAREL. AND AS HE WENT FORTH OF THE CITY, HE SAW THE LORD ENTERING INTO ROME. AND WHEN HE SAW HIM, HE SAID: LORD, WHITHER GOEST THOU THUS (OR HERE)? AND THE LORD SAID UNTO HIM: I GO INTO ROME TO BE CRUCIFIED. AND PETER SAID UNTO HIM: LORD, ART THOU (BEING) CRUCIFIED AGAIN? HE SAID UNTO HIM: YEA, PETER, I AM (BEING) CRUCIFIED AGAIN. AND PETER CAME TO HIMSELF: AND HAVING BEHELD THE LORD ASCENDING UP INTO HEAVEN, HE RETURNED TO ROME, REJOICING, AND GLORIFYING THE LORD, FOR THAT HE SAID: I AM BEING CRUCIFIED: THE WHICH WAS ABOUT TO BEFALL PETER. XXXVI. HE WENT UP THEREFORE AGAIN UNTO THE BRETHREN, AND TOLD THEM THAT WHICH HAD BEEN SEEN BY HIM: AND THEY LAMENTED IN SOUL, WEEPING AND SAYING: WE BESEECH THEE, PETER, TAKE THOUGHT FOR US THAT ARE YOUNG. AND PETER SAID UNTO THEM: IF IT BE THE LORD'S [SEXLESS] WILL, IT COMETH TO PASS, EVEN IF WE WILL IT NOT; BUT FOR YOU, THE LORD IS ABLE TO STABLISH YOU IN HIS FAITH, AND WILL FOUND YOU THEREIN AND MAKE YOU SPREAD ABROAD, WHOM HE HIMSELF HATH PLANTED, THAT YE ALSO MAY PLANT OTHERS THROUGH HIM. BUT I, SO LONG AS THE LORD WILL THAT I BE IN THE FLESH, RESIST NOT; AND AGAIN, IF HE, TAKE ME TO HIM I REJOICE AND AM GLAD. AND WHILE PETER THUS SPAKE, AND ALL THE BRETHREN WEPT, BEHOLD FOUR SOLDIERS TOOK HIM AND LED HIM UNTO AGRIPPA. AND HE IN HIS MADNESS (DISEASE) COMMANDED HIM TO BE CRUCIFIED ON AN ACCUSATION OF GODLESSNESS. THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE BRETHREN THEREFORE RAN TOGETHER, BOTH OF RICH AND POOR, ORPHANS AND WIDOWS, WEAK AND STRONG, DESIRING TO SEE AND TO RESCUE PETER, WHILE THE PEOPLE SHOUTED WITH ONE VOICE, AND WOULD NOT BE SILENCED: WHAT WRONG HATH PETER DONE, O AGRIPPA? WHEREIN HATH HE HURT THEE? TELL THE ROMANS! AND OTHERS SAID: WE FEAR LEST IF THIS MAN DIE, HIS LORD DESTROY US ALL. AND PETER WHEN HE CAME UNTO THE PLACE STILLED THE PEOPLE AND SAID: YE MEN THAT ARE SOLDIERS OF CHRIST! YE MEN THAT HOPE IN CHRIST! REMEMBER THE SIGNS AND WONDERS WHICH YE HAVE SEEN WROUGHT THROUGH ME, REMEMBER THE COMPASSION OF GOD, HOW MANY CURES HE HATH WROUGHT FOR YOU. WAIT FOR HIM THAT COMETH AND SHALL REWARD EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DOINGS. AND NOW BE YE NOT BITTER AGAINST AGRIPPA; FOR HE IS THE MINISTER OF HIS FATHER'S WORKING. AND THIS COMETH TO PASS AT ALL EVENTS, FOR THE LORD HATH MANIFESTED UNTO ME THAT WHICH BEFALLETH. BUT WHY DELAY I AND DRAW NOT NEAR UNTO THE CROSS? XXXVII. AND HAVING APPROACHED AND STANDING BY THE CROSS HE BEGAN TO SAY: O NAME OF THE CROSS [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THOU HIDDEN MYSTERY! O GRACE INEFFABLE THAT IS PRONOUNCED IN THE NAME OF THE CROSS [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]! O NATURE OF MAN, THAT CANNOT BE SEPARATED FROM GOD! O [SEXLESS] LOVE (FRIENDSHIP) UNSPEAKABLE AND INSEPARABLE, THAT CANNOT BE SHOWN FORTH BY UNCLEAN LIPS! I SEIZE THEE NOW, I THAT AM AT THE END OF MY DELIVERY HENCE (OR, OF MY COMING HITHER). I WILL DECLARE THEE, WHAT THOU ART: I WILL NOT KEEP SILENCE OF THE MYSTERY OF THE CROSS WHICH OF OLD WAS SHUT AND HIDDEN FROM MY SOUL. LET NOT THE CROSS BE UNTO YOU WHICH HOPE IN CHRIST, THIS WHICH APPEARETH: FOR IT IS ANOTHER THING, DIFFERENT FROM THAT WHICH APPEARETH, EVEN THIS [SEXLESS] PASSION WHICH IS ACCORDING TO THAT OF CHRIST. AND NOW ABOVE ALL, BECAUSE YE THAT CAN HEAR ARE ABLE TO HEAR IT OF ME, THAT AM AT THE LAST AND FINAL HOUR OF MY LIFE, HEARKEN: SEPARATE YOUR SOULS FROM EVERY THING THAT IS OF THE SENSES, FROM EVERY THING THAT APPEARETH, AND DOES NOT EXIST IN TRUTH. BLIND THESE EYES OF YOURS, CLOSE THESE EARS OF YOURS, PUT AWAY YOUR DOINGS THAT ARE SEEN; AND YE SHALL PERCEIVE THAT WHICH CONCERNETH CHRIST, AND THE WHOLE MYSTERY OF YOUR SALVATION: AND LET THUS MUCH BE SAID UNTO YOU THAT HEAR, AS IF IT HAD NOT BEEN SPOKEN. BUT NOW IT IS TIME FOR THEE, PETER, TO DELIVER UP THY BODY UNTO THEM THAT TAKE IT. RECEIVE IT THEN, YE UNTO WHOM IT BELONGETH. I BESEECH YOU THE EXECUTIONERS, CRUCIFY ME THUS, WITH THE HEAD DOWNWARD AND NOT OTHERWISE: AND THE REASON WHEREFORE, I WILL TELL UNTO THEM THAT HEAR. XXXVIII. AND WHEN THEY HAD HANGED HIM UP AFTER THE MANNER, HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED, HE BEGAN AGAIN TO SAY: YE MEN UNTO WHOM IT BELONGETH TO HEAR, HEARKEN TO THAT WHICH I SHALL DECLARE UNTO YOU AT THIS ESPECIAL TIME AS I HANG HERE. LEARN YE THE MYSTERY OF ALL NATURE, AND THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS, WHAT IT WAS. FOR THE FIRST MAN, WHOSE RACE I BEAR IN MINE APPEARANCE (OR, OF THE RACE OF WHOM I BEAR THE LIKENESS), FELL (WAS BORNE) HEAD DOWNWARDS, AND SHOWED FORTH A MANNER OF BIRTH SUCH AS WAS NOT HERETOFORE: FOR IT WAS DEAD, HAVING NO MOTION. HE, THEN, BEING PULLED DOWN -WHO ALSO CAST HIS FIRST STATE DOWN UPON THE EARTH- ESTABLISHED THIS WHOLE DISPOSITION OF ALL THINGS, BEING HANGED UP AN IMAGE OF THE CREATION (GK. VOCATION) WHEREIN HE MADE THE THINGS OF THE RIGHT HAND INTO LEFT HAND AND THE LEFT HAND INTO RIGHT HAND, AND CHANGED ABOUT ALL THE MARKS OF THEIR NATURE, SO THAT HE THOUGHT THOSE THINGS THAT WERE NOT FAIR TO BE FAIR, AND THOSE THAT WERE IN TRUTH EVIL, TO BE GOOD. CONCERNING WHICH THE LORD SAITH IN A MYSTERY: UNLESS YE MAKE THE THINGS OF THE RIGHT HAND AS THOSE OF THE LEFT, AND THOSE OF THE LEFT AS THOSE OF THE RIGHT, AND THOSE THAT ARE ABOVE AS THOSE BELOW, AND THOSE THAT ARE BEHIND AS THOSE THAT ARE BEFORE, YE SHALL NOT HAVE KNOWEDGE OF THE KINGDOM. THIS THOUGHT, THEREFORE, HAVE I DECLARED UNTO YOU; AND THE FIGURE WHEREIN YE NOW SEE ME HANGING IS THE REPRESENTATION OF THAT MAN THAT FIRST CAME UNTO BIRTH. YE THEREFORE, MY BELOVED, AND YE THAT HEAR ME AND THAT SHALL HEAR, OUGHT TO CEASE FROM YOUR FORMER [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] AND RETURN BACK AGAIN. FOR IT IS RIGHT TO MOUNT UPON THE CROSS OF CHRIST, WHO IS THE WORD STRETCHED OUT, THE ONE AND ONLY, OF WHOM THE SPIRIT SAITH: FOR WHAT ELSE IS CHRIST, BUT THE WORD, THE SOUND OF GOD? SO THAT THE WORD IS THE UPRIGHT BEAM WHEREON I AM CRUCIFIED. AND THE SOUND IS THAT WHICH CROSSETH IT, THE NATURE OF MAN. AND THE NAIL WHICH HOLDETH THE CROSS-TREE UNTO THE UPRIGHT IN THE MIDST THEREOF IS THE CONVERSION AND REPENTANCE OF MAN. XXXIX. NOW WHEREAS THOU HAST MADE KNOWN AND REVEALED THESE THINGS UNTO ME, O WORD OF LIFE, CALLED NOW BY ME WOOD (OR, WORD CALLED NOW BY ME THE TREE OF LIFE), I GIVE THEE THANKS, NOT WITH THESE LIPS THAT ARE NAILED UNTO THE CROSS, NOR WITH THIS TONGUE BY WHICH TRUTH AND FALSEHOOD ISSUE FORTH, NOR WITH THIS WORD WHICH COMETH FORTH BY MEANS OF ART WHOSE NATURE IS MATERIAL, BUT WITH THAT VOICE DO I GIVE THEE THANKS, O KING, WHICH IS PERCEIVED (UNDERSTOOD) IN SILENCE, WHICH IS NOT HEARD OPENLY, WHICH PROCEEDETH NOT FORTH BY ORGANS OF THE BODY, WHICH GOETH NOT INTO EARS OF FLESH, WHICH IS NOT HEARD OF [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE SUBSTANCE, WHICH EXISTETH NOT IN THE WORLD, NEITHER IS SENT FORTH UPON EARTH, NOR WRITTEN IN BOOKS, WHICH IS OWNED BY ONE AND NOT BY ANOTHER: BUT WITH THIS, O JESU [S] CHRIST, DO I GIVE THEE THANKS, WITH THE SILENCE OF A VOICE, WHEREWITH THE SPIRIT THAT IS IN ME [SEXLESS] LOVETH THEE, SPEAKETH UNTO THEE, SEETH THEE, AND BESEECHETH THEE. THOU ART PERCEIVED OF THE SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24] ONLY, THOU ART UNTO ME FATHER, THOU MY MOTHER, THOU MY BROTHER, THOU MY FRIEND, THOU MY BONDSMAN, THOU MY STEWARD: THOU ART THE ALL AND THE ALL IS IN THEE: AND THOU ART, AND THERE IS NAUGHT ELSE THAT IS SAVE THEE ONLY. UNTO HIM THEREFORE DO YE ALSO, BRETHREN, FLEE, AND IF YE LEARN THAT IN HIM ALONE YE EXIST, YE SHALL OBTAIN THOSE THINGS WHEREOF HE SAITH UNTO YOU: 'WHICH NEITHER EYE HATH SEEN NOR EAR HEARD, NEITHER HAVE THEY ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN.' WE ASK, THEREFORE, FOR THAT WHICH THOU HAST PROMISED TO GIVE UNTO US, O THOU UNDEFILED [SEXLESS] JESU [S]. WE PRAISE THEE, WE GIVE THEE THANKS, AND CONFESS TO THEE, GLORIFYING THEE, EVEN WE MEN THAT ARE YET WITHOUT STRENGTH, FOR THOU ART GOD ALONE, AND NONE OTHER: TO WHOM BE GLORY NOW AND UNTO ALL AGES. AMEN. XL. AND WHEN THE MULTITUDE THAT STOOD BY PRONOUNCED THE AMEN WITH A GREAT SOUND, TOGETHER WITH THE AMEN PETER GAVE UP HIS SPIRIT UNTO THE LORD. AND MARCELLUS NOT ASKING LEAVE OF ANY, FOR IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE, WHEN HE SAW THAT PETER HAD GIVEN UP THE GHOST, TOOK HIM DOWN FROM THE CROSS WITH HIS OWN HANDS AND WASHED HIM IN MILK AND WINE: AND CUT FINE SEVEN MINAE OF MASTIC, AND OF MYRRH AND ALOES AND INDIAN LEAF OTHER FIFTY, AND PERFUMED (EMBALMED) HIS BODY AND FILLED A COFFIN OF MARBLE OF GREAT PRICE WITH ATTIC HONEY AND LAID IT IN HIS OWN TOMB. BUT PETER BY NIGHT APPEARED UNTO MARCELLUS AND SAID: MARCELLUS, HAST THOU HEARD THAT THE LORD SAITH: LET THE DEAD BE BURIED OF THEIR OWN DEAD? AND WHEN MARCELLUS SAID: YEA, PETER SAID TO HIM: THAT, THEN, WHICH THOU HAST SPENT ON THE DEAD, THOU HAST LOST: FOR THOU BEING ALIVE HAST LIKE A DEAD MAN CARED FOR THE DEAD. AND MARCELLUS AWOKE AND TOLD THE BRETHREN OF THE APPEARING OF PETER: AND HE WAS WITH THEM THAT HAD BEEN STABLISHED IN THE FAITH OF CHRIST BY PETER, HIMSELF ALSO BEING STABLISHED YET MORE UNTIL THE COMING OF PAUL UNTO ROME. XLI. [THIS LAST CHAPTER, AND THE LAST SENTENCE OF XL, ARE THOUGHT BY VOUAUX TO BE AN ADDITION BY THE AUTHOR OF I-III, IN OTHER WORDS BY THE COMPILER OF THE GREEK ORIGINAL OF THE VERCELLI ACTS]. BUT NERO, LEARNING THEREAFTER THAT PETER WAS DEPARTED OUT OF THIS LIFE, BLAMED THE PREFECT AGRIPPA, BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN PUT TO DEATH WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE; FOR HE [SEXUALLY] DESIRED TO PUNISH HIM MORE SORELY AND WITH GREATER TORMENT, BECAUSE PETER HAD MADE DISCIPLES OF CERTAIN OF THEM THAT SERVED HIM, AND HAD CAUSED THEM TO DEPART FROM HIM: SO THAT HE WAS VERY WRATHFUL AND FOR A LONG SEASON SPAKE NOT UNTO AGRIPPA: FOR HE SOUGHT TO DESTROY ALL THEM THAT HAD BEEN MADE DISCIPLES BY PETER. AND HE BEHELD BY NIGHT ONE THAT SCOURGED HIM AND SAID UNTO HIM: NERO, THOU CANST NOT NOW PERSECUTE NOR DESTROY THE SERVANTS OF CHRIST: REFRAIN THEREFORE THINE HANDS FROM THEM. AND SO, NERO, BEING GREATLY AFFRIGHTED BY SUCH A VISION, ABSTAINED FROM HARMING THE DISCIPLES AT THAT TIME WHEN PETER ALSO DEPARTED THIS LIFE. AND THENCEFORTH THE BRETHREN WERE REJOICING WITH ONE MIND AND EXULTING IN THE LORD, GLORIFYING THE GOD AND SAVIOUR (FATHER [STEPHEN]) OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST WITH THE HOLY GHOST, UNTO WHOM BE GLORY, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN. 
THE ACTS OF PAUL AND THECLA
CHAPTER 1
WHEN PAUL WENT UP TO ICONIUM AFTER HIS FLIGHT FROM ANTIOCH, DEMAS AND HERMOGENES BECAME HIS COMPANIONS, WHO WERE THEN FULL OF HYPOCRISY. BUT PAUL LOOKED ONLY AT THE GOODNESS OF GOD AND DID THEM NO HARM, BUT [SEXLESSLY] LOVED THEM GREATLY. ACCORDINGLY, HE ENDEAVORED TO MAKE AGREEABLE TO THEM ALL THE ORACLES AND DOCTRINES OF CHRIST, AND THE DESIGN OF THE GOSPEL OF GOD'S WELL-BELOVED SON, INSTRUCTING THEM IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST AS IT WAS REVEALED TO HIM. AND A CERTAIN MAN NAMED ONESIPHORUS, HEARING THAT PAUL WAS COMING TO ICONIUM, WENT OUT SPEEDILY TOGETHER WITH HIS WIFE LECTRA AND HIS SONS SIMMIA AND ZENO, TO MEET HIM AND INVITE HIM TO THEIR HOUSE. FOR TITUS HAD GIVEN THEM A DESCRIPTION OF PAUL'S PERSONAGE, FOR AS YET THEY DID NOT KNOW HIM IN PERSON BUT WERE ONLY ACQUAINTED WITH HIS CHARACTER. THEY WENT IN THE KING'S HIGHWAY TO LYSTRA AND STOOD THERE WAITING FOR HIM, COMPARING ALL WHO PASSED BY WITH THAT DESCRIPTION WHICH TITUS HAD GIVEN THEM. AT LENGTH THEY SAW A MAN COMING (NAMELY PAUL), OF A SMALL STATURE WITH MEETING EYEBROWS, BALD [OR SHAVED] HEAD, BOW- LEGGED, STRONGLY BUILT, HOLLOW-EYED, WITH A LARGE CROOKED NOSE; HE WAS FULL OF GRACE, FOR SOMETIMES HE APPEARED AS A MAN, SOMETIMES HE HAD THE COUNTENANCE OF AN ANGEL. AND PAUL SAW ONESIPHORUS AND WAS GLAD. AND ONESIPHORUS SAID: HAIL, SERVANT OF THE BLESSED GOD. PAUL REPLIED, THE GRACE OF GOD BE WITH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY. BUT DEMAS AND HERMOGENES WERE MOVED WITH ENVY, AND UNDER A SHOW OF GREAT RELIGION, DEMAS SAID, AND ARE NOT WE ALSO SERVANTS OF THE BLESSED GOD? WHY DID YOU NOT SALUTE US? ONESIPHORUS REPLIED, BECAUSE I HAVE NOT PERCEIVED IN YOU THE FRUITS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; NEVERTHELESS, IF YOU ARE OF THAT SORT, YOU SHALL BE WELCOME TO MY HOUSE ALSO. THEN PAUL WENT TO THE HOUSE OF ONESIPHORUS, AND THERE WAS GREAT JOY AMONG THE FAMILY ON THAT ACCOUNT; AND THEY EMPLOYED THEMSELVES IN PRAYER, BREAKING BREAD, AND HEARING PAUL PREACH THE WORD OF GOD CONCERNING TEMPERANCE AND THE RESURRECTION, IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER:
BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD.
BLESSED ARE THEY WHO KEEP THEIR FLESH [SEXLESSLY] UNDEFILED, FOR THEY SHALL BE THE TEMPLE OF GOD.
BLESSED ARE THE TEMPERATE, FOR GOD WILL REVEAL HIMSELF TO THEM.
BLESSED ARE THEY THAT ABANDON THEIR SECULAR ENJOYMENTS, FOR THEY SHALL BE ACCEPTED OF GOD.
BLESSED ARE THEY WHO HAVE WIVES, AS THOUGH THEY HAD THEM NOT, FOR THEY SHALL BE MADE ANGELS OF GOD.
BLESSED ARE THEY WHO TREMBLE AT THE WORD OF GOD, FOR THEY SHALL BE COMFORTED.
BLESSED ARE THEY WHO KEEP THEIR BAPTISM PURE, FOR THEY SHALL FIND PEACE WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], SON [JESUS], AND HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN].
BLESSED ARE THEY WHO PURSUE THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS CHRIST, FOR THEY SHALL BE CALLED THE SONS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH].
BLESSED ARE THEY WHO OBSERVE THE INSTRUCTIONS OF JESUS CHRIST, FOR THEY SHALL DWELL IN ETERNAL LIGHT.
BLESSED ARE THEY, WHO FOR THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF CHRIST, ABANDON THE GLORIES OF THE WORLD, FOR THEY SHALL JUDGE ANGELS, AND BE PLACED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF CHRIST, AND SHALL NOT SUFFER THE BITTERNESS OF THE LAST JUDGMENT.
BLESSED ARE THE BODIES AND SOULS OF VIRGINS, FOR THEY ARE ACCEPTABLE TO GOD AND SHALL NOT LOSE THE REWARD OF THEIR VIRGINITY, FOR THE WORD OF THEIR FATHER [STEPHEN] SHALL PROVE EFFECTUAL TO THEIR SALVATION IN THE DAY OF HIS SON, AND THEY SHALL ENJOY REST FOREVERMORE.
CHAPTER 2
WHILE PAUL WAS PREACHING THIS SERMON IN THE CHURCH WHICH WAS IN THE HOUSE OF ONESIPHORUS, A CERTAIN VIRGIN NAMED THECLA (WHOSE MOTHER'S NAME WAS THEOCLIA, AND WHO WAS BETROTHED TO A MAN NAMED THAMYRIS) SAT AT A CERTAIN WINDOW IN HER HOUSE. FROM WHERE, BY THE ADVANTAGE OF A WINDOW IN THE HOUSE WHERE PAUL WAS, SHE BOTH NIGHT AND DAY HEARD PAUL'S SERMONS CONCERNING GOD, CONCERNING CHARITY, CONCERNING FAITH IN CHRIST, AND CONCERNING PRAYER; NOR WOULD SHE DEPART FROM THE WINDOW TILL WITH EXCEEDING JOY SHE WAS SUBDUED TO THE DOCTRINES OF FAITH. AT LENGTH, WHEN SHE SAW MANY WOMEN AND VIRGINS GOING IN TO PAUL, SHE EARNESTLY [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THAT SHE MIGHT BE THOUGHT WORTHY TO APPEAR IN HIS PRESENCE AND HEAR THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF CHRIST, FOR SHE HAD NOT YET SEEN PAUL'S PERSON, BUT ONLY HEARD HIS SERMONS. BUT WHEN SHE WOULD NOT BE PREVAILED UPON TO DEPART FROM THE WINDOW, HER MOTHER SENT TO THAMYRIS, WHO CAME WITH THE GREATEST [SEXLESS] PLEASURE, AS HE HOPED NOW TO MARRY HER. ACCORDINGLY, HE SAID TO THEOCLIA, WHERE IS MY THECLA? THEOCLIA REPLIED, THAMYRIS, I HAVE SOMETHING VERY STRANGE TO TELL YOU. THECLA, FOR THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS, WILL NOT MOVE FROM THE WINDOW NOT SO MUCH AS TO EAT OR DRINK, BUT IS SO INTENT IN HEARING THE ARTFUL AND DELUSIVE DISCOURSES OF A CERTAIN FOREIGNER, THAT I AM COMPLETELY ASTONISHED, THAMYRIS, THAT A YOUNG WOMAN OF HER KNOWN MODESTY WILL SUFFER HERSELF TO BE SO PREVAILED UPON. FOR THAT MAN HAS DISTURBED THE WHOLE CITY OF ICONIUM, AND EVEN YOUR THECLA, AMONG OTHERS. ALL THE WOMEN AND YOUNG MEN FLOCK TO HIM TO RECEIVE HIS DOCTRINE; WHO, BESIDES ALL THE REST, TELLS THEM THAT THERE IS BUT ONE GOD WHO ALONE IS TO BE WORSHIPPED, AND THAT WE OUGHT TO LIVE IN CHASTITY. NOTWITHSTANDING THIS, MY DAUGHTER THECLA, LIKE A SPIDER'S WEB FASTENED TO THE WINDOW, IS CAPTIVATED BY THE DISCOURSES OF PAUL, AND ATTENDS UPON THEM WITH PRODIGIOUS EAGERNESS AND VAST DELIGHT; AND THUS, BY ATTENDING TO WHAT HE SAYS, THE YOUNG WOMAN IS SEDUCED. NOW YOU GO AND SPEAK TO HER, FOR SHE IS BETROTHED TO YOU. ACCORDINGLY, THAMYRIS WENT, AND SALUTED HER WITH CARE NOT TO SURPRISE HER, AND SAID, THECLA, MY SPOUSE, WHY ARE YOU SITTING IN THIS MELANCHOLY POSTURE? WHAT STRANGE IMPRESSIONS ARE MADE UPON YOU? TURN TO THAMYRIS, AND BLUSH. HER MOTHER ALSO SPOKE TO HER AFTER THE SAME MANNER AND SAID, CHILD, WHY DO YOU SIT SO MELANCHOLY, LIKE ONE ASTONISHED, AND MAKE NO REPLY? THEN THEY WEPT EXCEEDINGLY: THAMYRIS, THAT HE HAD LOST HIS FUTURE SPOUSE; THEOCLIA, THAT SHE HAD LOST HER DAUGHTER; AND THE MAIDS, THAT THEY HAD LOST THEIR MISTRESS; AND THERE WAS UNIVERSAL MOURNING IN THE FAMILY. BUT ALL THESE THINGS MADE NO IMPRESSION ON THECLA TO INCLINE HER SO MUCH AS TO TURN AND TAKE NOTICE OF THEM, FOR SHE CONTINUED TO CONTEMPLATE ON THE DISCOURSES OF PAUL. THEN THAMYRIS RAN INTO THE STREET TO OBSERVE WHO THEY WERE WHO WENT IN TO PAUL AND CAME OUT FROM HIM; AND HE SAW TWO MEN ENGAGED IN A VERY WARM DISPUTE, AND SAID TO THEM; SIRS, WHAT BUSINESS HAVE YOU HERE? AND WHO IS THAT MAN WITHIN, BELONGING TO YOU, WHO DELUDES THE MINDS OF MEN, BOTH YOUNG MEN AND VIRGINS, PERSUADING THEM THAT THEY OUGHT NOT TO MARRY BUT CONTINUE AS THEY ARE? I PROMISE TO GIVE YOU A CONSIDERABLE SUM IF YOU WILL GIVE ME A JUST ACCOUNT OF HIM, FOR I AM THE CHIEF PERSON OF THIS CITY. DEMAS AND HERMOGENES REPLIED, WE CANNOT SO EXACTLY TELL WHO HE IS, BUT WE KNOW THAT HE DEPRIVES YOUNG MEN OF THEIR INTENDED WIVES, AND VIRGINS OF THEIR INTENDED HUSBANDS, BY TEACHING, THERE CAN BE NO FUTURE RESURRECTION, UNLESS YOU CONTINUE IN CHASTITY AND DO NOT [SEXUALLY] DEFILE YOUR FLESH. 
CHAPTER 3
THEN THAMYRIS SAID, COME ALONG WITH ME TO MY HOUSE AND REFRESH YOURSELVES. SO, THEY WENT TO A VERY SPLENDID ENTERTAINMENT WHERE THERE WAS WINE IN ABUNDANCE AND VERY RICH PROVISION. THEY WERE BROUGHT TO A TABLE RICHLY SPREAD, AND MADE TO DRINK PLENTIFULLY BY THAMYRIS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXLESS] LOVE HE HAD FOR THECLA AND HIS [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO MARRY HER. THEN THAMYRIS SAID, I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE YOU WOULD INFORM ME WHAT THE DOCTRINES OF THIS PAUL ARE, THAT I MAY UNDERSTAND THEM; FOR I HAVE NO SMALL CONCERN ABOUT THECLA, SEEING SHE SO DELIGHTS IN THAT STRANGER'S DISCOURSES THAT I AM IN DANGER OF LOSING MY INTENDED WIFE. THEN DEMAS AND HERMOGENES TOGETHER ANSWERED AND SAID, LET HIM BE BROUGHT BEFORE THE GOVERNOR CASTELLIUS AS ONE WHO ENDEAVORS TO PERSUADE THE PEOPLE INTO THE NEW RELIGION OF THE CHRISTIANS, AND HE, ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF CAESAR, WILL PUT HIM TO DEATH, BY WHICH MEANS YOU WILL OBTAIN YOUR WIFE, WHILE WE AT THE SAME TIME WILL TEACH HER THAT THE RESURRECTION THAT HE SPEAKS OF IS ALREADY COME [LIKE SPREADING CANCER IN 2ND TIMOTHY 2:14-26] AND CONSISTS IN OUR HAVING CHILDREN, AND THAT WE THEN AROSE AGAIN WHEN WE CAME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. UPON GETTING THIS ACCOUNT FROM THEM, THAMYRIS WAS FILLED WITH HOT RESENTMENT, AND RISING EARLY IN THE MORNING HE WENT TO THE HOUSE OF ONESIPHORUS, ATTENDED BY THE MAGISTRATES, THE JAILOR, AND A GREAT MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE WITH STAVES, AND SAID TO PAUL; YOU HAVE PERVERTED THE CITY OF ICONIUM, AND AMONG THE REST, THECLA, WHO IS BETROTHED TO ME, SO THAT NOW SHE WILL NOT MARRY ME. YOU MUST THEREFORE GO WITH US TO THE GOVERNOR CASTELLIUS. AND ALL THE MULTITUDE CRIED OUT, AWAY WITH THIS IMPOSTOR, FOR HE HAS PERVERTED THE MINDS OF OUR WIVES, AND ALL THE PEOPLE PAY ATTENTION TO HIM. 
CHAPTER 4
THEN THAMYRIS STOOD BEFORE THE GOVERNOR'S JUDGMENT-SEAT AND SPOKE WITH A LOUD VOICE IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER. O GOVERNOR, I KNOW NOT WHERE THIS MAN COMES FROM, BUT HE IS ONE WHO TEACHES THAT MATRIMONY IS [SEXUALLY] UNLAWFUL. COMMAND HIM THEREFORE TO DECLARE BEFORE YOU FOR WHAT REASON HE PUBLISHES SUCH DOCTRINES. WHILE HE WAS SAYING THUS, DEMAS AND HERMOGENES WHISPERED TO THAMYRIS AND SAID: SAY THAT HE IS A CHRISTIAN, AND HE WILL PRESENTLY BE PUT TO DEATH. BUT THE GOVERNOR WAS MORE DELIBERATE, AND CALLING TO PAUL, HE SAID, WHO ARE YOU? WHAT DO YOU TEACH? THEY SEEM TO LAY GROSS CRIMES TO YOUR CHARGE. PAUL THEN SPOKE WITH A LOUD VOICE SAYING, AS I AM NOW CALLED TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF MY DOCTRINES, O GOVERNOR, I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE YOUR AUDIENCE. THAT GOD, WHO IS A GOD OF VENGEANCE, AND WHO STANDS IN NEED OF NOTHING BUT THE SALVATION OF HIS CREATURES, HAS SENT ME TO RECLAIM THEM FROM THEIR WICKEDNESS AND [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIONS, FROM ALL [SEXUALLY] SINFUL [SEXUAL] PLEASURES, AND FROM DEATH; AND TO PERSUADE THEM TO [SEXUALLY] SIN NO MORE. ON THIS ACCOUNT, GOD SENT HIS SON JESUS CHRIST, WHOM I PREACH, AND IN WHOM I INSTRUCT MEN TO PLACE THEIR HOPES AS THAT ONLY PERSON WHO HAD SUCH COMPASSION ON THE DELUDED WORLD, THAT IT MIGHT NOT BE CONDEMNED, O GOVERNOR, BUT HAVE FAITH, THE FEAR OF GOD, THE KNOWLEDGE OF RELIGION, AND THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF TRUTH. SO THAT IF I ONLY TEACH THOSE THINGS WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED BY REVELATION FROM GOD, WHERE IS MY CRIME? WHEN THE GOVERNOR HEARD THIS, HE ORDERED PAUL TO BE BOUND AND TO BE PUT IN PRISON TILL HE COULD BE MORE AT LEISURE TO HEAR HIM MORE FULLY. BUT IN THE NIGHT, THECLA TOOK OFF HER EARRINGS AND GAVE THEM TO THE TURNKEY OF THE PRISON, WHO THEN OPENED THE DOORS TO HER AND LET HER IN; AND WHEN SHE MADE A PRESENT OF A SILVER LOOKING-GLASS TO THE JAILOR, SHE WAS ALLOWED TO GO INTO THE ROOM WHERE PAUL WAS; THEN SHE SAT DOWN AT HIS FEET AND HEARD FROM HIM THE GREAT THINGS OF GOD. AND AS SHE PERCEIVED PAUL NOT TO BE AFRAID OF SUFFERING, BUT THAT BY DIVINE ASSISTANCE HE BEHAVED HIMSELF WITH COURAGE, HER FAITH SO FAR INCREASED THAT SHE KISSED HIS CHAINS.
CHAPTER 5
AT LENGTH THECLA WAS MISSED AND SOUGHT FOR BY THE FAMILY AND BY THAMYRIS IN EVERY STREET AS THOUGH SHE HAD BEEN LOST, BUT ONE OF THE PORTER'S FELLOW-SERVANTS TOLD THEM THAT SHE HAD GONE OUT IN THE NIGHT. THEN, THEY EXAMINED THE PORTER AND HE TOLD THEM THAT SHE WAS GONE TO THE PRISON TO THE STRANGE MAN. THEY THEREFORE WENT ACCORDING TO HIS DIRECTION AND FOUND HER THERE; AND WHEN THEY CAME OUT, THEY GOT A MOB TOGETHER AND WENT AND TOLD THE GOVERNOR ALL THAT HAPPENED. THEN HE ORDERED PAUL TO BE BROUGHT BEFORE HIS JUDGMENT-SEAT. THECLA IN THE MEANTIME LAY WALLOWING ON THE GROUND IN THE PRISON, IN THAT SAME PLACE WHERE PAUL HAD SAT TO TEACH HER. THEN THE GOVERNOR ALSO ORDERED HER TO BE BROUGHT BEFORE HIS JUDGMENT-SEAT. SHE RECEIVED THE SUMMONS WITH JOY AND WENT. WHEN PAUL WAS BROUGHT THERE, THE MOB CRIED OUT WITH MORE VEHEMENCE, HE IS A MAGICIAN, SO LET HIM DIE. NEVERTHELESS, THE GOVERNOR ATTENDED WITH [SEXLESS] PLEASURE UPON PAUL'S DISCOURSES OF THE HOLY WORKS OF CHRIST, AND AFTER CALLING TOGETHER A COUNCIL, HE SUMMONED THECLA AND SAID TO HER, WHY DO YOU NOT, ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE ICONIANS, MARRY THAMYRIS? SHE STOOD STILL WITH HER EYES FIXED UPON PAUL, AND FINDING SHE MADE NO REPLY, THEOCLIA HER MOTHER CRIED OUT, LET THE UNJUST CREATURE BE BURNED; LET HER BE BURNED IN THE MIDST OF THE THEATRE FOR REFUSING THAMYRIS, SO ALL WOMEN MAY LEARN FROM HER TO AVOID SUCH PRACTICES. THEN THE GOVERNOR WAS EXCEEDINGLY CONCERNED AND ORDERED PAUL TO BE WHIPPED OUT OF THE CITY AND THECLA TO BE BURNED. SO, THE GOVERNOR AROSE AND WENT IMMEDIATELY INTO THE AMPHITHEATER; AND ALL THE PEOPLE WENT FORTH TO SEE THE DISMAL SIGHT. BUT THECLA, JUST AS A LAMB IN THE WILDERNESS LOOKS EVERY WAY TO SEE HIS SHEPHERD, LOOKED AROUND FOR PAUL; AND AS SHE WAS LOOKING UPON THE MULTITUDE, SHE SAW THE LORD JESUS IN THE LIKENESS OF PAUL, AND SAID TO HERSELF, PAUL HAS COME TO SEE ME IN MY DISTRESSED CIRCUMSTANCES. AND SHE FIXED HER EYES UPON HIM, BUT HE INSTANTLY ASCENDED UP TO HEAVEN WHILE SHE LOOKED ON HIM. THEN THE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN BROUGHT WOOD AND STRAW FOR THE BURNING OF THECLA; WHO, BEING BROUGHT NAKED TO THE STAKE, EXTORTED TEARS FROM THE GOVERNOR, WHO WAS SURPRISED TO SEE THE GREATNESS OF HER BEAUTY. AND WHEN THEY HAD PLACED THE WOOD IN ORDER, THE PEOPLE COMMANDED HER TO GO UPON IT, AND SHE DID SO, FIRST MAKING THE SIGN OF THE CROSS. THEN THE PEOPLE SET FIRE TO THE PILE; THOUGH THE FLAME WAS EXCEEDING LARGE, IT DID NOT TOUCH HER, FOR GOD TOOK COMPASSION ON HER AND CAUSED A GREAT ERUPTION FROM THE EARTH BENEATH, AND A CLOUD FROM ABOVE TO POUR DOWN GREAT QUANTITIES OF RAIN AND HAIL; SO THAT BY THE RUPTURE OF THE EARTH, VERY MANY WERE IN GREAT DANGER AND SOME WERE KILLED, BUT THE FIRE WAS EXTINGUISHED AND THECLA PRESERVED.
CHAPTER 6
IN THE MEANTIME, PAUL, TOGETHER WITH ONESIPHORUS, HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN, WAS KEEPING A FAST IN A CERTAIN CAVE WHICH WAS IN THE ROAD FROM ICONIUM TO DAPHNE. AND WHEN THEY HAD FASTED FOR SEVERAL DAYS, THE CHILDREN SAID TO PAUL, FATHER, WE ARE HUNGRY AND HAVE NOTHING WITH WHICH TO BUY BREAD; FOR ONESIPHORUS HAD LEFT ALL HIS SUBSTANCE TO FOLLOW PAUL WITH THIS FAMILY. THEN PAUL, TAKING OFF HIS COAT, SAID TO THE BOY, GO, CHILD, AND BUY BREAD, AND BRING IT BACK. BUT WHILE THE BOY WAS BUYING THE BREAD, HE SAW HIS NEIGHBOR THECLA AND WAS SURPRISED, AND SAID TO HER, THECLA, WHERE ARE YOU GOING? SHE REPLIED, I AM IN SEARCH OF PAUL, HAVING BEEN DELIVERED FROM THE FLAMES. THEN THE BOY SAID, I WILL TAKE YOU TO HIM, FOR HE IS GREATLY CONCERNED ON YOUR ACCOUNT, AND HAS BEEN IN PRAYER AND FASTING THESE SIX DAYS. WHEN THECLA CAME TO THE CAVE, SHE FOUND PAUL UPON HIS KNEES PRAYING AND SAYING, O LORD JESUS CHRIST, GRANT THAT THE FIRE MAY NOT TOUCH THECLA, BUT BE HER HELPER, FOR SHE IS YOUR SERVANT. THECLA, STANDING BEHIND HIM, CRIED OUT IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS: O SOVEREIGN LORD, [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF YOUR BELOVED AND HOLY SON [ENOCH], I PRAISE YOU THAT YOU HAVE PRESERVED ME FROM THE FIRE TO SEE PAUL AGAIN. PAUL THEN AROSE AND WHEN HE SAW HER, SAID, O GOD, WHO SEARCHES THE HEART, FATHER [STEPHEN] OF MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, I PRAISE YOU THAT YOU HAVE ANSWERED MY PRAYER. AND THERE PREVAILED AMONG THEM IN THE CAVE AN ENTIRE AFFECTION TO EACH OTHER; PAUL, ONESIPHORUS, AND ALL THAT WERE WITH THEM WERE FILLED WITH JOY. THEY HAD FIVE LOAVES, WITH SOME HERBS AND WATER, AND THEY SOLACED EACH OTHER IN REFLECTIONS UPON THE HOLY WORKS OF CHRIST. THEN SAID THECLA TO PAUL, IF YOU BE PLEASED WITH IT, I WILL FOLLOW YOU WHEREVER YOU GO. HE REPLIED TO HER, PERSONS ARE NOW MUCH GIVEN TO FORNICATION, AND YOU BEING HANDSOME, I AM AFRAID YOU MIGHT MEET WITH GREATER [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION THAN THE FORMER ONE, AND WOULD NOT WITHSTAND IT, BUT BE OVERCOME. THECLA REPLIED, GRANT ME ONLY THE SEAL OF CHRIST, AND NO [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION SHALL AFFECT ME. PAUL ANSWERED, THECLA, WAIT WITH PATIENCE, AND YOU WILL RECEIVE THE GIFT OF CHRIST.
CHAPTER 7
THEN PAUL SENT BACK ONESIPHORUS AND HIS FAMILY TO THEIR OWN HOME, AND TAKING THECLA ALONG WITH HIM, HE WENT TO ANTIOCH; AND AS SOON AS THEY CAME INTO THE CITY, A CERTAIN SYRIAN NAMED ALEXANDER, A MAGISTRATE IN THE CITY, WHO HAD DONE MANY CONSIDERABLE SERVICES FOR THE CITY DURING HIS MAGISTRACY, SAW THECLA AND FELL IN [SEXLESS] LOVE WITH HER, AND ENDEAVORED BY MANY RICH PRESENTS TO ENGAGE PAUL IN HIS INTEREST. BUT PAUL TOLD HIM, I DO NOT KNOW THE WOMAN OF WHOM YOU SPEAK, NOR DOES SHE BELONG TO ME. BUT HE, BEING A PERSON OF GREAT POWER IN ANTIOCH, SEIZED HER IN THE STREET AND KISSED HER; WHICH THECLA WOULD NOT BEAR, BUT LOOKING ABOUT FOR PAUL, CRIED OUT IN A DISTRESSED LOUD TONE, FORCE ME NOT, WHO AM A STRANGER, FORCE ME NOT, WHO AM A SERVANT OF GOD; I AM ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL PERSONS OF ICONIUM, AND WAS OBLIGED TO LEAVE THAT CITY BECAUSE I WOULD NOT BE MARRIED TO THAMYRIS. THEN SHE LAID HOLD ON ALEXANDER, TORE HIS COAT, AND TOOK HIS CROWN OFF HIS HEAD, AND MADE HIM APPEAR RIDICULOUS BEFORE ALL THE PEOPLE. BUT ALEXANDER, PARTLY BECAUSE HE [SEXUALLY] LOVED HER AND PARTLY BEING ASHAMED OF WHAT HAD BEEN DONE, LED HER TO THE GOVERNOR; AND UPON HER CONFESSION OF WHAT SHE HAD DONE, HE CONDEMNED [DAMNED] HER TO BE THROWN AMONG THE BEASTS.
CHAPTER 8
WHEN THE PEOPLE SAW THIS, THEY SAID: THE JUDGMENTS PASSED IN THIS CITY ARE UNJUST. BUT THECLA [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED ONLY THE FAVOR OF THE GOVERNOR THAT HER CHASTITY MIGHT NOT BE ATTACKED, BUT PRESERVED TILL SHE SHOULD BE CAST TO THE BEASTS. THE GOVERNOR THEN INQUIRED WHO WOULD LODGE HER, AND A CERTAIN VERY RICH WIDOW NAMED TRIFINA, WHOSE DAUGHTER WAS LATELY DEAD, ASKED THAT SHE MIGHT HAVE THE KEEPING OF HER; AND SHE BEGAN TO TREAT HER IN HER HOUSE AS HER OWN DAUGHTER. AT LENGTH A DAY CAME WHEN THE BEASTS WERE TO BE BROUGHT FORTH TO BE SEEN, AND THECLA WAS BROUGHT TO THE AMPHITHEATER IN THE PRESENCE OF A MULTITUDE OF SPECTATORS, AND PUT INTO A DEN IN WHICH WAS AN EXCEEDING FIERCE SHE-LION. TRIFINA, WITHOUT ANY SURPRISE, ACCOMPANIED THECLA, AND THE SHE-LION LICKED THE FEET OF THECLA. THE TITLE WRITTEN WHICH DENOTED HER CRIME WAS SACRILEGE. THEN THE WOMAN [TRIFINA] CRIED OUT, O GOD, THE JUDGMENTS OF THIS CITY ARE UNRIGHTEOUS. AFTER THE BEASTS HAD BEEN SHOWN, TRIFINA TOOK THECLA HOME WITH HER, AND THEY WENT TO BED. AND BEHOLD, THE DAUGHTER OF TRIFINA, WHO WAS DEAD, APPEARED TO HER MOTHER AND SAID: MOTHER, LET THE YOUNG WOMAN THECLA BE REPUTED BY YOU AS YOUR DAUGHTER IN MY PLACE, AND ASK HER TO PRAY FOR ME, THAT I MAY BE TRANSLATED TO A STATE OF HAPPINESS. UPON WHICH TRIFINA, WITH A MOURNFUL AIR, SAID, MY DAUGHTER FALCONILLA HAS APPEARED TO ME AND ORDERED ME TO RECEIVE YOU IN HER PLACE; WHEREFORE I [SEXLESS] DESIRE, THECLA, THAT YOU WOULD PRAY FOR MY DAUGHTER THAT SHE MAY BE TRANSLATED INTO A STATE OF HAPPINESS AND TO LIFE ETERNAL. WHEN THECLA HEARD THIS, SHE IMMEDIATELY PRAYED TO THE LORD AND SAID: O LORD GOD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, JESUS CHRIST, SON OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], GRANT THAT HER DAUGHTER FALCONILLA MAY LIVE FOREVER. TRIFINA HEARING THIS GROANED AGAIN AND SAID, O UNRIGHTEOUS JUDGMENTS! O UNREASONABLE WICKEDNESS THAT SUCH A CREATURE SHOULD AGAIN BE CAST TO THE BEASTS! AT DAYBREAK THE NEXT MORNING, ALEXANDER CAME TO TRIFINA'S HOUSE AND SAID, THE GOVERNOR AND THE PEOPLE ARE WAITING; BRING THE CRIMINAL FORTH. BUT TRIFINA RAN IN SO VIOLENTLY UPON HIM THAT HE WAS AFFRIGHTED AND RAN AWAY. TRIFINA WAS ONE OF THE ROYAL FAMILY; AND SHE THUS EXPRESSED HER SORROW AND SAID: ALAS! I HAVE TROUBLE IN MY HOUSE ON TWO ACCOUNTS, AND THERE IS NO ONE WHO WILL RELIEVE ME, EITHER FOR THE LOSS OF MY DAUGHTER, OR FOR BEING UNABLE TO SAVE THECLA. BUT NOW, O LORD GOD, YOU BE THE HELPER OF THECLA YOUR SERVANT. WHILE SHE WAS THUS ENGAGED, THE GOVERNOR SENT ONE OF HIS OWN OFFICERS TO BRING THECLA. TRIFINA TOOK HER BY THE HAND, AND GOING WITH HER, SAID: I WENT WITH FALCONILLA TO HER GRAVE AND NOW MUST GO WITH THECLA TO THE BEASTS. WHEN THECLA HEARD THIS, SHE PRAYED WEEPING AND SAID: O LORD GOD, WHOM I HAVE MADE MY CONFIDENCE AND REFUGE, REWARD TRIFINA FOR HER COMPASSION TO ME AND FOR PRESERVING MY CHASTITY. UPON THIS THERE WAS A GREAT NOISE IN THE AMPHITHEATER: THE BEASTS ROARED, AND THE PEOPLE CRIED OUT, BRING IN THE CRIMINAL. BUT THE WOMAN [TRIFINA] CRIED OUT AND SAID: LET THE WHOLE CITY SUFFER FOR SUCH CRIMES, AND ORDER ALL OF US, O GOVERNOR, TO THE SAME PUNISHMENT. O UNJUST JUDGMENT! O CRUEL SIGHT! OTHERS SAID, LET THE WHOLE CITY BE DESTROYED FOR THIS VILE ACTION. KILL US ALL, O GOVERNOR. O CRUEL SIGHT! O UNRIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT!
CHAPTER 9
THEN THECLA WAS TAKEN OUT OF THE HAND OF TRIFINA, STRIPPED NAKED, HAD AN ENCIRCLING CLOTH PUT ON, AND WAS THROWN INTO THE PLACE APPOINTED FOR FIGHTING WITH THE BEASTS. THEN THE LIONS AND THE BEARS WERE LET LOOSE UPON HER. BUT A SHE-LION, WHICH WAS OF ALL THE MOST-FIERCE, RAN TO THECLA AND FELL DOWN AT HER FEET. AT THAT, THE MULTITUDE OF WOMEN SHOUTED ALOUD. THEN A SHE-BEAR RAN FIERCELY TOWARD HER; BUT THE SHE-LION MET THE BEAR AND TORE IT TO PIECES. AGAIN, A HE-LION WHO HAD BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO DEVOUR MEN, AND WHICH BELONGED TO ALEXANDER, RAN TOWARD HER; BUT THE SHE-LION ENCOUNTERED THE HE-LION, AND THEY KILLED EACH OTHER. THEN THE WOMEN HAD A GREATER CONCERN BECAUSE THE SHE-LION THAT HAD HELPED THECLA WAS DEAD. AFTERWARDS THEY BROUGHT OUT MANY OTHER WILD BEASTS, BUT THECLA STOOD WITH HER HANDS STRETCHED TOWARDS HEAVEN AND PRAYED. WHEN SHE FINISHED PRAYING, SHE TURNED ABOUT AND SAW A PIT OF WATER AND SAID, NOW IS A PROPER TIME FOR ME TO BE BAPTIZED. ACCORDINGLY, SHE THREW HERSELF INTO THE WATER AND SAID, IN YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], O MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, I AM THIS LAST DAY BAPTIZED. UPON SEEING THIS, THE WOMEN AND THE PEOPLE CRIED OUT AND SAID, DO NOT THROW YOURSELF INTO THE WATER. AND THE GOVERNOR HIMSELF CRIED OUT TO THINK THAT THE SEA-CALVES WERE LIKELY TO DEVOUR SO MUCH BEAUTY. NOTWITHSTANDING ALL THIS, THECLA THREW HERSELF INTO THE WATER IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. BUT WHEN THE SEA-CALVES SAW THE LIGHTNING AND FIRE, THEY WERE KILLED AND FLOATED DEAD ON THE SURFACE OF THE WATER, AND A CLOUD OF FIRE SURROUNDED THECLA SO THE BEASTS COULD NOT COME NEAR HER, AND THE PEOPLE COULD NOT SEE HER NAKEDNESS. YET THEY TURNED OTHER WILD BEASTS UPON HER, AT WHICH THE WOMEN MADE A VERY MOURNFUL OUTCRY. SOME OF THEM SCATTERED SPIKENARD, OTHERS CASSIA, OTHERS AMOMUS, OTHERS OINTMENT; SO THAT THE QUANTITY OF OINTMENT WAS LARGE IN PROPORTION TO THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE; AND UPON THIS ALL THE BEASTS LAY AS THOUGH THEY HAD BEEN FAST ASLEEP AND DID NOT TOUCH THECLA. WHEREUPON ALEXANDER SAID TO THE GOVERNOR, I HAVE SOME VERY TERRIBLE BULLS; LET US BIND HER TO THEM. TO WHICH THE GOVERNOR, WITH CONCERN, REPLIED, YOU MAY DO WHAT YOU THINK FIT. THEN THEY PUT A CORD AROUND THECLA'S WAIST, WHICH BOUND ALSO HER FEET, AND WITH IT TIED HER TO THE BULLS, TO WHOSE PRIVY- PARTS THEY APPLIED RED-HOT IRONS SO THAT THEY, BEING EVEN MORE TORMENTED, MIGHT MORE VIOLENTLY DRAG THECLA ABOUT TILL THEY HAD KILLED HER. THE BULLS ACCORDINGLY TORE ABOUT, MAKING A MOST HIDEOUS NOISE; BUT THE FLAME WHICH WAS ABOUT THECLA BURNED OFF THE CORDS WHICH WERE FASTENED TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BULLS, AND SHE STOOD IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ARENA AS UNCONCERNED AS IF SHE HAD NOT BEEN BOUND. BUT IN THE MEANTIME, TRIFINA, WHO SAT UPON ONE OF THE BENCHES, FAINTED AWAY AND DIED; THEN THE WHOLE CITY WAS GREATLY CONCERNED. AND ALEXANDER HIMSELF WAS AFRAID AND IMPLORED THE GOVERNOR, SAYING: I ENTREAT YOU, HAVE COMPASSION ON ME AND THE CITY, AND RELEASE THIS WOMAN WHO HAS FOUGHT WITH THE BEASTS; FOR FEAR THAT BOTH YOU AND I, AND THE WHOLE CITY BE DESTROYED: FOR IF CAESAR SHOULD HAVE ANY ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAS NOW TAKEN PLACE, HE CERTAINLY WILL IMMEDIATELY DESTROY THE CITY BECAUSE TRIFINA, A PERSON OF ROYAL EXTRACT AND A RELATION OF HIS, IS DEAD UPON HER SEAT. THEN THE GOVERNOR CALLED THECLA FROM AMONG THE BEASTS TO HIM AND SAID TO HER, WHO ARE YOU? AND WHAT ARE YOUR CIRCUMSTANCES, THAT NOT ONE OF THE BEASTS WILL TOUCH YOU? THECLA REPLIED TO HIM, I AM A SERVANT OF THE LIVING GOD, AND AS TO MY STATE, I AM A BELIEVER ON JESUS CHRIST HIS SON, IN WHOM GOD IS WELL PLEASED. FOR THAT REASON, NONE OF THE BEASTS COULD TOUCH ME. HE ALONE IS THE WAY TO ETERNAL SALVATION AND THE FOUNDATION OF ETERNAL LIFE. HE IS A REFUGE TO THOSE WHO ARE IN DISTRESS, A SUPPORT TO THE AFFLICTED, A HOPE AND DEFENSE TO THOSE WHO ARE HOPELESS, AND IN A WORD, ALL THOSE WHO DO NOT BELIEVE ON HIM SHALL NOT LIVE, BUT SUFFER ETERNAL DEATH. WHEN THE GOVERNOR HEARD THESE THINGS, HE ORDERED HER CLOTHES TO BE BROUGHT AND SAID TO HER, PUT ON YOUR CLOTHES. THECLA REPLIED, MAY THAT GOD WHO CLOTHED ME WHEN I WAS NAKED AMONG THE BEASTS, IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT CLOTHE YOUR SOUL WITH THE ROBE OF SALVATION. THEN SHE TOOK HER CLOTHES AND PUT THEM ON; THEN THE GOVERNOR IMMEDIATELY PUBLISHED AN ORDER IN THESE WORDS: I RELEASE TO YOU THECLA THE SERVANT OF GOD. THEN THE WOMEN CRIED OUT TOGETHER WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND WITH ONE ACCORD GAVE PRAISE UNTO GOD AND SAID: THERE IS BUT ONE GOD, WHO IS THE GOD OF THECLA; THE ONE GOD WHO HAS DELIVERED THECLA. THEIR VOICES WERE SO LOUD THAT THE WHOLE CITY SEEMED TO BE SHAKEN, AND TRIFINA HERSELF HEARD THE GLAD TIDINGS AND AROSE AGAIN, AND RAN WITH THE MULTITUDE TO MEET THECLA; AND EMBRACING HER, SAID: NOW I BELIEVE THERE WILL BE A RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD; NOW I AM PERSUADED THAT MY DAUGHTER IS ALIVE. COME HOME WITH ME, MY DAUGHTER THECLA, AND I WILL TURN OVER ALL THAT I HAVE TO YOU. SO, THECLA WENT WITH TRIFINA AND WAS ENTERTAINED THERE A FEW DAYS, TEACHING HER THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD, WHEREBY MANY YOUNG WOMEN WERE CONVERTED. SO, THERE WAS GREAT JOY IN THE FAMILY OF TRIFINA. BUT THECLA LONGED TO SEE PAUL, AND INQUIRED AND SENT EVERYWHERE TO FIND HIM; AND WHEN AT LENGTH SHE WAS INFORMED THAT HE WAS AT MYRA IN LYCIA, SHE TOOK WITH HER MANY YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN. SHE DRESSED HERSELF IN THE HABIT OF A MAN AND WENT TO HIM IN MYRA IN LYCIA. THERE SHE FOUND PAUL PREACHING THE WORD OF GOD, AND SHE STOOD BY HIM AMID THE THRONG.
CHAPTER 10
IT WAS NO SMALL SURPRISE TO PAUL WHEN HE SAW HER AND THE PEOPLE WITH HER, FOR HE IMAGINED SOME FRESH TRIAL WAS COMING UPON THEM; WHEN THECLA PERCEIVED THIS, SHE SAID TO HIM: I HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED, O PAUL, FOR HE WHO ASSISTS YOU IN PREACHING, HAS ASSISTED ME TO BE BAPTIZED. THEN PAUL TOOK HER AND LED HER TO THE HOUSE OF HERMES, AND THECLA RELATED TO PAUL ALL THAT HAD BEFALLEN HER IN ANTIOCH, INSOMUCH THAT PAUL WAS GREATLY AMAZED, AND ALL WHO HEARD WERE CONFIRMED IN THE FAITH AND PRAYED FOR THECLA'S HAPPINESS. THEN THECLA AROSE AND SAID TO PAUL, I AM GOING TO ICONIUM. PAUL REPLIED TO HER, GO AND TEACH THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD. BUT TRIFINA HAD SENT LARGE SUMS OF MONEY TO PAUL, AND ALSO CLOTHING BY THE HANDS OF THECLA, FOR THE RELIEF OF THE POOR. SO, THECLA WENT TO ICONIUM. WHEN SHE CAME TO THE HOUSE OF ONESIPHORUS, SHE FELL DOWN UPON THE FLOOR WHERE PAUL HAD SAT AND PREACHED, AND, MIXING TEARS WITH HER PRAYERS, SHE PRAISED AND GLORIFIED GOD IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS: O LORD THE GOD OF THIS HOUSE, IN WHICH I WAS FIRST ENLIGHTENED BY YOU, O JESUS, SON OF THE LIVING GOD, WHO WAS MY HELPER BEFORE THE GOVERNOR, MY HELPER IN THE FIRE, AND MY HELPER AMONG THE BEASTS; YOU ALONE ARE GOD FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN. ON HER RETURN, THECLA FOUND THAMYRIS DEAD, BUT HER MOTHER LIVING. SO, SHE CALLED ON HER MOTHER AND SAID: THEOCLIA, MY MOTHER, IS IT POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO BE BROUGHT TO A BELIEF THAT THERE IS BUT ONE LORD GOD WHO DWELLS IN THE HEAVENS? IF YOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE GREAT RICHES, GOD WILL GIVE THEM TO YOU BY ME, IF YOU WANT YOUR DAUGHTER AGAIN, HERE I AM. THESE AND MANY OTHER THINGS SHE REPRESENTED TO HER MOTHER, ENDEAVORING TO PERSUADE HER, BUT HER MOTHER THEOCLIA GAVE NO CREDIT TO THE THINGS WHICH WERE SAID BY THE MARTYR THECLA. THECLA PERCEIVED THAT SHE DISCOURSED TO NO PURPOSE, SO SHE SIGNED HER WHOLE BODY WITH THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, LEFT THE HOUSE AND WENT TO DAPHNE. WHEN SHE ARRIVED THERE, SHE WENT TO THE CAVE WHERE SHE HAD FOUND PAUL WITH ONESIPHORUS, FELL DOWN ON THE GROUND, AND WEPT BEFORE GOD. WHEN SHE DEPARTED FROM THERE, SHE WENT TO SELEUCIA AND ENLIGHTENED MANY IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST. AND A BRIGHT CLOUD CONDUCTED HER IN HER JOURNEY. AND AFTER SHE HAD ARRIVED AT SELEUCIA, SHE WENT TO A PLACE OUT OF THE CITY ABOUT THE DISTANCE OF A FURLONG, BECAUSE SHE WAS AFRAID OF THE INHABITANTS BECAUSE THEY WERE WORSHIPPERS OF IDOLS. AND SHE WAS LED BY THE CLOUD INTO A MOUNTAIN CALLED CALAMON, OR RODEON. THERE SHE, ABODE MANY YEARS AND UNDERWENT A GREAT MANY GRIEVOUS [SEXUAL] TEMPTATIONS OF THE DEVIL, WHICH SHE BORE IN A BECOMING MANNER BY THE ASSISTANCE WHICH SHE HAD FROM CHRIST. AT LENGTH CERTAIN GENTLEWOMEN HEARD OF THE VIRGIN THECLA AND WENT TO HER TO BE INSTRUCTED BY HER IN THE ORACLES OF GOD, AND MANY OF THEM ABANDONED THIS WORLD AND LED A MONASTIC LIFE WITH HER. A GOOD REPORT WAS SPREAD EVERYWHERE OF THECLA, AND SHE WROUGHT SEVERAL MIRACULOUS CURES, SO THAT ALL THE CITY AND ADJACENT COUNTRIES BROUGHT THEIR SICK TO THAT MOUNTAIN, AND BEFORE THEY CAME AS FAR AS THE DOOR OF THE CAVE, THEY WERE INSTANTLY CURED OF WHATEVER THEY HAD. THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS WERE CAST OUT, MAKING A NOISE, ALL RECEIVED THEIR SICK MADE WHOLE AND GLORIFIED GOD, WHO HAD BESTOWED SUCH POWER ON THE VIRGIN THECLA, INSOMUCH, THAT THE PHYSICIANS OF SELEUCIA WERE NOW OF NO MORE ACCOUNT AND LOST ALL THE PROFIT OF THEIR TRADE BECAUSE NO ONE REGARDED THEM; THIS SO FILLED THEM WITH ENVY THAT THEY BEGAN TO CONTRIVE WHAT METHODS TO TAKE WITH THIS SERVANT OF CHRIST.
CHAPTER 11
THE DEVIL THEN SUGGESTED BAD ADVICE TO THEIR MINDS ON A DAY THEY MET TO CONSULT. THEY REASONED AMONG EACH OTHER THUS: THE VIRGIN IS A PRIESTESS OF THE GREAT GODDESS DIANA, AND WHATEVER SHE REQUESTS FROM HER IS GRANTED, BECAUSE SHE IS A VIRGIN AND IS THEREFORE BELOVED BY ALL THE GODS. LET US PROCURE SOME RAKISH FELLOWS, AND AFTER WE HAVE MADE THEM SUFFICIENTLY DRUNK AND GIVEN THEM A GOOD SUM OF MONEY, LET US ORDER THEM TO GO AND DEBAUCH THIS VIRGIN, PROMISING THEM, IF THEY DO IT, A LARGER REWARD. (FOR THEY THUS CONCLUDED AMONG THEMSELVES, THAT IF THEY WERE ABLE TO DEBAUCH HER, THE GODS WOULD NO MORE REGARD HER, NOR DIANA CURE THE SICK FOR HER.) THEY PROCEEDED ACCORDING TO THIS RESOLUTION, AND THE FELLOWS WENT TO THE MOUNTAIN, AND AS FIERCE AS LIONS TO THE CAVE, THEY KNOCKED AT THE DOOR. THE HOLY MARTYR THECLA, RELYING UPON THE GOD IN WHOM SHE BELIEVED, OPENED THE DOOR, ALTHOUGH SHE WAS BEFORE APPRIZED OF THEIR DESIGN, AND SAID TO THEM, YOUNG MEN, WHAT IS YOUR BUSINESS? THEY REPLIED, IS THERE ANYONE WITHIN WHOSE NAME IS THECLA? SHE ANSWERED, WHAT DO YOU WANT WITH HER? THEY SAID, WE INTEND TO LIE WITH HER. THE BLESSED THECLA ANSWERED: THOUGH I AM A HUMBLE OLD WOMAN, I AM THE SERVANT OF MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND THOUGH YOU HAVE A VILE [SEXUAL] DESIGN AGAINST ME, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH IT. THEY REPLIED: IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR US NOT TO BE ABLE TO DO WITH YOU WHAT WE INTEND. AND WHILE THEY WERE SAYING THIS, THEY LAID HOLD ON HER BY MAIN FORCE AND WOULD HAVE RAPED HER. THEN SHE WITH THE GREATEST MILDNESS SAID TO THEM: YOUNG MEN, HAVE PATIENCE AND SEE THE GLORY OF THE LORD. AND WHILE THEY HELD HER, SHE LOOKED UP TO HEAVEN AND SAID: O GOD MOST REVEREND, TO WHOM NONE CAN BE LIKENED; WHO MAKES YOURSELF GLORIOUS OVER YOUR ENEMIES; WHO DELIVERED ME FROM THE FIRE, AND DID NOT GIVE ME UP TO THAMYRIS, OR GIVE ME UP TO ALEXANDER; WHO DELIVERED ME FROM THE WILD BEASTS; WHO DID PRESERVE ME IN THE DEEP WATERS; WHO HAVE EVERYWHERE BEEN MY HELPER AND HAVE GLORIFIED YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN ME, NOW ALSO DELIVER ME FROM THE HANDS OF THESE WICKED AND UNREASONABLE MEN, NOR SUFFER THEM TO DEBAUCH MY CHASTITY WHICH I HAVE ALWAYS PRESERVED FOR YOUR HONOR; FOR I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOU AND LONG FOR YOU, AND [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIP YOU, O FATHER [STEPHEN], SON [JESUS], AND HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN], FOREVERMORE. AMEN. THEN CAME A VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAYING, FEAR NOT, THECLA, MY FAITHFUL SERVANT, FOR I AM WITH YOU. LOOK AND SEE THE PLACE WHICH IS OPENED FOR YOU; THERE YOUR ETERNAL ABODE SHALL BE, AND THERE YOU WILL RECEIVE THE BEATIFIC VISION. THE BLESSED THECLA LOOKED AND SAW THE ROCK OPENED TO AS LARGE A DEGREE AS THAT A MAN MIGHT ENTER IN. SHE DID AS HE WAS COMMANDED, BRAVELY FLED FROM THE VILE CREW, AND WENT INTO THE ROCK, WHICH INSTANTLY CLOSED SO THAT THERE WAS NOT A CRACK VISIBLE WHERE IT HAD OPENED. THE MEN STOOD PERFECTLY ASTONISHED AT SO PRODIGIOUS A MIRACLE AND HAD NO POWER TO DETAIN THE SERVANT OF GOD, BUT ONLY CAUGHT HOLD OF HER VEIL, OR HOOD, AND TORE OFF A PIECE OF IT; AND EVEN THAT WAS BY THE PERMISSION OF GOD, FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF THEIR FAITH WHO SHOULD COME TO VISIT THIS VENERABLE PLACE, AND TO CONVEY BLESSINGS IN SUCCEEDING AGES TO THOSE WHO WOULD BELIEVE ON OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST FROM A PURE [SEXLESS] HEART. THUS, SUFFERED THAT FIRST MARTYR AND APOSTLE OF GOD, THE VIRGIN THECLA, WHO CAME FROM ICONIUM AT EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE; AFTERWARDS, PARTLY IN JOURNEYS AND TRAVELS, AND PARTLY IN A MONASTIC LIFE IN THE CAVE, SHE LIVED SEVENTY-TWO YEARS, SO THAT SHE WAS NINETY YEARS OLD WHEN THE LORD TOOK HER.
THE ACTS OF PETER AND PAUL
IT CAME TO PASS, AFTER PAUL WENT OUT OF THE ISLAND GAUDOMELETA, THAT HE CAME TO ITALY; AND IT WAS HEARD OF BY THE JEWS WHO WERE IN ROME, THE ELDER OF THE CITIES, THAT PAUL DEMANDED TO COME TO CÆSAR. HAVING FALLEN, THEREFORE, INTO GREAT GRIEF AND MUCH DESPONDENCY, THEY SAID AMONG THEMSELVES: IT DOES NOT PLEASE HIM THAT HE ALONE HAS AFFLICTED ALL OUR BRETHREN AND PARENTS IN JUDÆA AND SAMARIA, AND IN ALL PALESTINE; AND HE HAS NOT BEEN PLEASED WITH THESE, BUT, BEHOLD, HE COMES HERE ALSO, HAVING THROUGH IMPOSITION ASKED CÆSAR TO DESTROY US. HAVING THEREFORE MADE AN ASSEMBLY AGAINST PAUL, AND HAVING CONSIDERED MANY PROPOSALS, IT SEEMED GOOD TO THEM TO GO TO NERO THE EMPEROR, TO ASK HIM NOT TO ALLOW PAUL TO COME TO ROME. HAVING THEREFORE GOT IN READINESS NOT A FEW PRESENTS, AND HAVING CARRIED THEM WITH THEM, WITH SUPPLICATION THEY CAME BEFORE HIM, SAYING: WE BESEECH YOU, O GOOD EMPEROR, SEND ORDERS INTO ALL THE GOVERNMENTS OF YOUR WORSHIP, TO THE EFFECT THAT PAUL IS NOT TO COME NEAR THESE PARTS; BECAUSE THIS PAUL, HAVING AFFLICTED ALL THE NATION OF OUR FATHERS, HAS BEEN SEEKING TO COME HITHER TO DESTROY US ALSO. AND THE AFFLICTION, O MOST WORSHIPFUL EMPEROR, WHICH WE HAVE FROM PETER IS ENOUGH FOR US. AND THE EMPEROR NERO, HAVING HEARD THESE THINGS, ANSWERED THEM: IT IS ACCORDING TO YOUR WISH. AND WE WRITE TO ALL OUR GOVERNMENTS THAT HE SHALL NOT ON ANY ACCOUNT COME TO ANCHOR IN THE PARTS OF ITALY. AND THEY ALSO INFORMED SIMON THE MAGIAN, HAVING SENT FOR HIM, THAT, AS HAS BEEN SAID, HE SHOULD NOT COME INTO THE PARTS OF ITALY. AND WHILE THEY WERE THUS DOING, SOME OF THOSE THAT HAD REPENTED OUT OF THE NATIONS, AND THAT HAD BEEN BAPTIZED AT THE PREACHING OF PETER, SENT ELDERS TO PAUL WITH A LETTER TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT: PAUL, DEAR SERVANT OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND BROTHER OF PETER, THE FIRST OF THE APOSTLES, WE HAVE HEARD FROM THE RABBIS OF THE JEWS THAT ARE IN THIS ROME, THE GREATEST OF THE CITIES, THAT THEY HAVE ASKED CÆSAR TO SEND INTO ALL HIS GOVERNMENTS, IN ORDER THAT, WHEREVER YOU MAY BE FOUND, YOU MAY BE PUT TO DEATH. BUT WE HAVE BELIEVED, AND DO BELIEVE, THAT AS GOD DOES NOT SEPARATE THE TWO GREAT LIGHTS WHICH HE HAS MADE, SO HE IS NOT TO PART YOU FROM EACH OTHER, THAT IS, NEITHER PETER FROM PAUL, NOR PAUL FROM PETER; BUT WE POSITIVELY BELIEVE IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, INTO WHOM WE HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED, THAT WE HAVE BECOME WORTHY ALSO OF YOUR TEACHING. AND PAUL, HAVING RECEIVED THE TWO MEN SENT WITH THE LETTER ON THE TWENTIETH OF THE MONTH OF MAY, BECAME EAGER TO GO, AND GAVE THANKS TO THE LORD AND MASTER JESUS CHRIST. AND HAVING SAILED FROM GAUDOMELETA, HE DID NOT NOW COME THROUGH AFRICA TO THE PARTS OF ITALY, BUT RAN TO SICILY, UNTIL HE CAME TO THE CITY OF SYRACUSE WITH THE TWO MEN WHO HAD BEEN SENT FROM ROME TO HIM. AND HAVING SAILED THENCE, HE CAME TO RHEGIUM OF CALABRIA, AND FROM RHEGIUM HE CROSSED TO MESINA, AND THERE ORDAINED A BISHOP, BACCHYLUS BY NAME. AND WHEN HE CAME OUT OF MESINA HE SAILED TO DIDYMUS, AND REMAINED THERE ONE NIGHT. AND HAVING SAILED THENCE, HE CAME TO PONTIOLE ON THE SECOND DAY. AND DIOSCORUS THE SHIPMASTER, WHO BROUGHT HIM TO SYRACUSE, SYMPATHIZING WITH PAUL BECAUSE HE HAD DELIVERED HIS SON FROM DEATH, HAVING LEFT HIS OWN SHIP IN SYRACUSE, ACCOMPANIED HIM TO PONTIOLE. AND SOME OF PETER'S DISCIPLES HAVING BEEN FOUND THERE, AND HAVING RECEIVED PAUL, EXHORTED HIM TO STAY WITH THEM. AND HE STAYED A WEEK, IN HIDING, BECAUSE OF THE COMMAND OF CÆSAR. AND ALL THE TOPARCHS WERE WATCHING TO SEIZE AND KILL HIM. BUT DIOSCORUS THE SHIPMASTER, BEING HIMSELF ALSO BALD, WEARING HIS SHIPMASTER'S DRESS, AND SPEAKING BOLDLY, ON THE FIRST DAY WENT OUT INTO THE CITY OF PONTIOLE. THINKING THEREFORE THAT HE WAS PAUL, THEY SEIZED HIM, AND BEHEADED HIM, AND SENT HIS HEAD TO CÆSAR. CÆSAR THEREFORE, HAVING SUMMONED THE FIRST MEN OF THE JEWS, ANNOUNCED TO THEM, SAYING: REJOICE WITH GREAT JOY, FOR PAUL YOUR ENEMY IS DEAD. AND HE SHOWED THEM THE HEAD. HAVING THEREFORE MADE GREAT REJOICING ON THAT DAY, WHICH WAS THE FOURTEENTH OF THE MONTH OF JUNE, EACH OF THE JEWS FULLY BELIEVED IT. AND PAUL, BEING IN PONTIOLE, AND HAVING HEARD THAT DIOSCORUS HAD BEEN BEHEADED, BEING GRIEVED WITH GREAT GRIEF, GAZING INTO THE HEIGHT OF THE HEAVEN, SAID: O LORD ALMIGHTY IN HEAVEN, WHO HAST APPEARED TO ME IN EVERY PLACE WHITHER I HAVE GONE ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR ONLY-BEGOTTEN WORD, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, PUNISH THIS CITY, AND BRING OUT ALL WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN GOD AND FOLLOWED HIS WORD. HE SAID TO THEM THEREFORE: FOLLOW ME: AND GOING FORTH FROM PONTIOLE WITH THOSE WHO HAD BELIEVED IN THE WORD OF GOD, THEY CAME TO A PLACE CALLED BAIAS; AND LOOKING UP WITH THEIR EYES, THEY ALL SEE THAT CITY CALLED PONTIOLE SUNK INTO THE SEA-SHORE ABOUT ONE FATHOM; AND THERE IT IS UNTIL THIS DAY, FOR A REMEMBRANCE, UNDER THE SEA. AND HAVING GONE FORTH FROM BAIAS, THEY WENT TO GAITAS, AND THERE HE TAUGHT THE WORD OF GOD. AND HE STAYED THERE THREE DAYS IN THE HOUSE OF ERASMUS, WHOM PETER SENT FROM ROME TO TEACH THE GOSPEL OF GOD. AND HAVING COME FORTH FROM GAITAS, HE CAME TO THE CASTLE CALLED TARACINAS, AND STAYED THERE SEVEN DAYS IN THE HOUSE OF CÆSARIUS THE DEACON, WHOM PETER HAD ORDAINED BY THE LAYING ON OF HANDS. AND SAILING THENCE, HE CAME BY THE RIVER TO A PLACE CALLED TRIBUS TABERNES. AND THOSE WHO HAD BEEN SAVED OUT OF THE CITY OF PONTIOLE THAT HAD BEEN SWALLOWED UP, REPORTED TO CÆSAR IN ROME THAT PONTIOLE HAD BEEN SWALLOWED UP, WITH ALL ITS MULTITUDE. AND THE EMPEROR, BEING IN GREAT GRIEF ON ACCOUNT OF THE CITY, HAVING SUMMONED THE CHIEF OF THE JEWS, SAID TO THEM: BEHOLD, ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT I HEARD FROM YOU, I HAVE CAUSED PAUL TO BE BEHEADED, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THIS THE CITY HAS BEEN SWALLOWED UP. AND THE CHIEF OF THE JEWS SAID TO CÆSAR: MOST WORSHIPFUL EMPEROR, DID WE NOT SAY TO YOU THAT HE TROUBLED ALL THE COUNTRY OF THE EAST, AND PERVERTED OUR FATHERS? IT IS BETTER THEREFORE, MOST WORSHIPFUL EMPEROR, THAT ONE CITY BE DESTROYED, AND NOT THE SEAT OF YOUR EMPIRE; FOR THIS HAD ROME TO SUFFER. AND THE EMPEROR, HAVING HEARD THEIR WORDS, WAS APPEASED. AND PAUL STAYED IN TRIBUS TABERNES FOUR DAYS. AND DEPARTING THENCE, HE CAME TO APPII FORUM, WHICH IS CALLED VICUSARAPE; AND HAVING SLEPT THERE THAT NIGHT, HE SAW ONE SITTING ON A GOLDEN CHAIR, AND A MULTITUDE OF BLACKS STANDING BESIDE HIM, SAYING: I HAVE TODAY MADE A SON MURDER HIS FATHER. ANOTHER SAID: AND I HAVE MADE A HOUSE FALL, AND KILL PARENTS WITH CHILDREN. AND THEY REPORTED TO HIM MANY EVIL DEEDS— SOME OF ONE KIND, SOME OF ANOTHER. AND ANOTHER COMING, REPORTED TO HIM: I HAVE MANAGED THAT THE BISHOP JUVENALIUS, WHOM PETER ORDAINED, SHOULD SLEEP WITH THE ABBESS JULIANA. AND HAVING HEARD ALL THESE THINGS WHEN SLEEPING IN THAT APPII FORUM, NEAR VICUSARAPE, STRAIGHTWAY AND IMMEDIATELY HE SENT TO ROME ONE OF THOSE WHO HAD FOLLOWED HIM FROM PONTIOLE TO THE BISHOP JUVENALIUS, TELLING HIM THIS SAME THING WHICH HAD JUST BEEN DONE. AND ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, JUVENALIUS, RUNNING, THREW HIMSELF AT THE FEET OF PETER, WEEPING AND LAMENTING, AND SAYING WHAT HAD JUST BEFALLEN; AND HE RECOUNTED TO HIM THE MATTER, AND SAID: I BELIEVE THAT THIS IS THE LIGHT WHICH YOU WERE AWAITING. AND PETER SAID TO HIM: HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THAT IT IS HE WHEN HE IS DEAD? AND JUVENALIUS THE BISHOP TOOK TO PETER HIM THAT HAD BEEN SENT BY PAUL, AND HE REPORTED TO HIM THAT HE WAS ALIVE, AND ON HIS WAY, AND THAT HE WAS AT APPII FORUM. AND PETER THANKED AND GLORIFIED THE GOD AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. THEN HAVING SUMMONED HIS DISCIPLES THAT BELIEVED, HE SENT THEM TO PAUL AS FAR AS TRIBUS TABERNES. AND THE DISTANCE FROM ROME TO TRIBUS TABERNES IS THIRTY-EIGHT MILES. AND PAUL SEEING THEM, HAVING GIVEN THANKS TO OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, TOOK COURAGE; AND DEPARTING THENCE, THEY SLEPT IN THE CITY CALLED ARICIA. AND A REPORT WENT ABOUT IN THE CITY OF ROME THAT PAUL THE BROTHER OF PETER WAS COMING. AND THOSE THAT BELIEVED IN GOD REJOICED WITH GREAT JOY. AND THERE WAS GREAT CONSTERNATION AMONG THE JEWS; AND HAVING GONE TO SIMON THE MAGIAN, THEY ENTREATED HIM, SAYING: REPORT TO THE EMPEROR THAT PAUL IS NOT DEAD, BUT THAT HE IS ALIVE, AND HAS COME. AND SIMON SAID TO THE JEWS: WHAT HEAD IS IT, THEN, WHICH CAME TO CÆSAR FROM PONTIOLE? WAS IT NOT BALD ALSO? AND PAUL HAVING COME TO ROME, GREAT FEAR FELL UPON THE JEWS. THEY CAME TOGETHER THEREFORE TO HIM, AND EXHORTED HIM, SAYING: VINDICATE THE FAITH IN WHICH YOU WERE BORN; FOR IT IS NOT RIGHT THAT YOU, BEING A HEBREW, AND OF THE HEBREWS, SHOULD CALL YOURSELF TEACHER OF GENTILES, AND VINDICATOR OF THE UNCIRCUMCISED; AND, BEING YOURSELF CIRCUMCISED, THAT YOU SHOULD BRING TO NOUGHT THE FAITH OF THE CIRCUMCISION. AND WHEN YOU SEE PETER, CONTEND AGAINST HIS TEACHING, BECAUSE HE HAS DESTROYED ALL THE BULWARKS OF OUR [SEXLESS] LAW, FOR HE HAS PREVENTED THE KEEPING OF SABBATHS AND NEW MOONS, AND THE HOLIDAYS APPOINTED BY THE [SEXLESS] LAW. AND PAUL, ANSWERING, SAID TO THEM: THAT I AM A TRUE JEW, BY THIS YOU CAN PROVE; BECAUSE ALSO YOU HAVE BEEN ABLE TO KEEP THE SABBATH, AND TO OBSERVE THE TRUE CIRCUMCISION; FOR ASSUREDLY ON THE DAY OF THE SABBATH GOD RESTED FROM ALL HIS WORKS. WE HAVE FATHERS, AND PATRIARCHS, AND THE [SEXLESS] LAW. WHAT, THEN, DOES PETER PREACH IN THE KINGDOM OF THE GENTILES? BUT IF HE SHALL WISH TO BRING IN ANY NEW TEACHING, WITHOUT ANY TUMULT, AND ENVY, AND TROUBLE, SEND HIM WORD, THAT WE MAY SEE, AND IN YOUR PRESENCE, I SHALL CONVICT HIM. BUT IF HIS TEACHING BE TRUE, SUPPORTED BY THE BOOK AND TESTIMONY OF THE HEBREWS, IT BECOMES ALL OF US TO SUBMIT TO HIM. PAUL SAYING THESE AND SUCH LIKE THINGS, THE JEWS WENT AND SAID TO PETER: PAUL OF THE HEBREWS HAS COME, AND ENTREATS YOU TO COME TO HIM, SINCE THOSE WHO HAVE BROUGHT HIM SAY THAT HE CANNOT MEET WHOMSOEVER HE MAY WISH UNTIL HE, APPEAR BEFORE CÆSAR. AND PETER HAVING HEARD, REJOICED WITH GREAT JOY; AND RISING UP, IMMEDIATELY WENT TO HIM. AND SEEING EACH OTHER, THEY WEPT FOR JOY; AND LONG EMBRACING EACH OTHER, THEY BEDEWED EACH OTHER WITH TEARS. AND WHEN PAUL HAD RELATED TO PETER THE SUBSTANCE OF ALL HIS DOINGS, AND HOW, THROUGH THE DISASTERS OF THE SHIP, HE HAD COME, PETER ALSO TOLD HIM WHAT HE HAD SUFFERED FROM SIMON THE MAGIAN, AND ALL HIS PLOTS. AND HAVING TOLD THESE THINGS, HE WENT AWAY TOWARDS EVENING. AND IN THE MORNING OF THE FOLLOWING DAY, AT DAWN, BEHOLD, PETER COMING, FINDS A MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS BEFORE PAUL'S DOOR. AND THERE WAS A GREAT UPROAR BETWEEN THE CHRISTIAN JEWS AND THE GENTILES. FOR, ON THE ONE HAND, THE JEWS SAID: WE ARE A CHOSEN RACE, A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, THE FRIENDS OF ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND ALL THE PROPHETS, WITH WHOM GOD SPOKE, TO WHOM HE SHOWED HIS OWN MYSTERIES AND HIS GREAT WONDERS. BUT YOU OF THE GENTILES ARE NO GREAT THING IN YOUR LINEAGE; IF OTHERWISE, YOU HAVE BECOME [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED AND ABOMINABLE BY IDOLS AND GRAVEN IMAGES. WHILE THE JEWS WERE SAYING SUCH THINGS, AND SUCH-LIKE, THOSE OF THE GENTILES ANSWERED, SAYING: WE, WHEN WE HEARD THE TRUTH, STRAIGHTWAY FOLLOWED IT, HAVING ABANDONED OUR [SEXUAL] ERRORS [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. BUT YOU, BOTH KNOWING THE MIGHTY DEEDS OF YOUR FATHERS, AND SEEING THE SIGNS OF THE PROPHETS, AND HAVING RECEIVED THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND GONE THROUGH THE SEA WITH DRY FEET, AND SEEN YOUR ENEMIES SUNK IN ITS DEPTHS, AND THE PILLAR OF FIRE BY NIGHT AND OF CLOUD BY DAY SHINING UPON YOU, AND MANNA HAVING BEEN GIVEN TO YOU OUT OF HEAVEN, AND WATER FLOWING TO YOU OUT OF A ROCK — AFTER ALL THESE THINGS YOU FASHIONED TO YOURSELVES THE IDOL OF A CALF, AND WORSHIPPED THE GRAVEN IMAGE. BUT WE, HAVING SEEN NONE OF THE SIGNS, BELIEVE TO BE A SAVIOUR THE GOD WHOM YOU HAVE FORSAKEN IN UNBELIEF. WHILE THEY WERE CONTENDING IN THESE AND SUCH-LIKE WORDS, THE APOSTLE PAUL SAID THAT THEY OUGHT NOT TO MAKE SUCH ATTACKS UPON EACH OTHER, BUT THAT THEY SHOULD RATHER GIVE HEED TO THIS, THAT GOD HAD FULFILLED HIS PROMISES WHICH HE SWORE TO ABRAHAM OUR FATHER, THAT IN HIS SEED HE SHOULD INHERIT ALL THE NATIONS. FOR THERE IS NO RESPECT OF PERSONS WITH GOD [ACTS 10:34-35]. AS MANY AS HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED IN [SEXLESS] LAW SHALL BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO [SEXLESS] LAW, AND AS MANY AS HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED WITHOUT [SEXLESS] LAW SHALL PERISH WITHOUT [SEXLESS] LAW. ROMANS 2:12 BUT WE, BRETHREN, OUGHT TO THANK GOD THAT, ACCORDING TO HIS MERCY, HE HAS CHOSEN US TO BE A HOLY PEOPLE TO HIMSELF: SO THAT IN THIS WE OUGHT TO BOAST, WHETHER JEWS OR GREEKS; FOR YOU ARE ALL ONE IN THE BELIEF OF HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND PAUL HAVING THUS SPOKEN, BOTH THE JEWS AND THEY OF THE GENTILES WERE APPEASED. BUT THE RULERS OF THE JEWS ASSAILED PETER. AND PETER, WHEN THEY ACCUSED HIM OF HAVING RENOUNCED THEIR SYNAGOGUES, SAID: HEAR, BRETHREN, THE HOLY SPIRIT ABOUT THE PATRIARCH DAVID, PROMISING, OF THE FRUIT OF YOUR WOMB SHALL HE SET UPON YOUR THRONE. HIM THEREFORE TO WHOM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SAID, YOU ARE MY SON [JESUS], THIS DAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN YOU, THE CHIEF PRIESTS THROUGH ENVY CRUCIFIED; BUT THAT HE MIGHT ACCOMPLISH THE SALVATION OF THE WORLD, IT WAS ALLOWED THAT HE SHOULD SUFFER ALL THESE THINGS. JUST AS, THEREFORE, FROM THE SIDE OF ADAM EVE WAS CREATED, SO ALSO FROM THE SIDE OF CHRIST WAS CREATED THE CHURCH, WHICH HAS NO SPOT NOR BLEMISH. IN HIM, THEREFORE, GOD HAS OPENED AN ENTRANCE TO ALL THE SONS OF ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY BE IN THE FAITH OF PROFESSION TOWARDS HIM, AND HAVE LIFE AND SALVATION IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. TURN, THEREFORE, AND ENTER INTO THE JOY OF YOUR FATHER ABRAHAM, BECAUSE GOD HAS FULFILLED WHAT HE PROMISED TO HIM. WHENCE ALSO THE PROPHET SAYS, THE LORD HAS SWORN, AND WILL NOT REPENT: YOU ARE A [HIGH] PRIEST FOREVER, AFTER THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK. FOR A PRIEST HE BECAME UPON THE CROSS, WHEN HE OFFERED THE WHOLE BURNT-OFFERING OF HIS OWN BODY AND BLOOD AS A SACRIFICE FOR ALL THE WORLD. AND PETER SAYING THIS AND SUCH-LIKE, THE MOST PART OF THE PEOPLE BELIEVED. AND IT HAPPENED ALSO THAT NERO'S WIFE LIBIA, AND THE YOKE-FELLOW OF AGRIPPA THE PREFECT, AGRIPPINA BY NAME, THUS BELIEVED, SO THAT ALSO THEY WENT AWAY FROM BESIDE THEIR OWN HUSBANDS. AND ON ACCOUNT OF THE TEACHING OF PAUL, MANY, DESPISING MILITARY LIFE, CLUNG TO GOD; SO THAT EVEN FROM THE EMPEROR'S BED-CHAMBER SOME CAME TO HIM, AND HAVING BECOME CHRISTIANS, WERE NO LONGER WILLING TO RETURN TO THE ARMY OR THE PALACE. WHEN, CONSEQUENTLY, THE PEOPLE WERE MAKING A SEDITIOUS MURMURING, SIMON, MOVED WITH ZEAL, ROUSES HIMSELF, AND BEGAN TO SAY MANY EVIL THINGS ABOUT PETER, SAYING THAT HE WAS A WIZARD AND A CHEAT. AND THEY BELIEVED HIM, WONDERING AT HIS MIRACLES; FOR HE MADE A BRAZEN SERPENT MOVE ITSELF, AND STONE STATUES TO LAUGH AND MOVE THEMSELVES, AND HIMSELF TO RUN AND SUDDENLY TO BE RAISED INTO THE AIR. BUT AS A SET-OFF TO THESE, PETER HEALED THE SICK BY A WORD, BY PRAYING MADE THE BLIND TO SEE, PUT DEMONS TO FLIGHT BY A COMMAND; SOMETIMES HE EVEN RAISED THE DEAD. AND HE SAID TO THE PEOPLE THAT THEY SHOULD NOT ONLY FLEE FROM SIMON'S DECEIT, BUT ALSO THAT THEY SHOULD EXPOSE HIM, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT SEEM TO BE SLAVES TO THE DEVIL. AND THUS, IT HAPPENED THAT ALL PIOUS MEN ABHORRED SIMON THE MAGIAN, AND PROCLAIMED HIM IMPIOUS. BUT THOSE WHO ADHERED TO SIMON STRONGLY AFFIRMED PETER TO BE A MAGIAN, BEARING FALSE WITNESS AS MANY OF THEM AS WERE WITH SIMON THE MAGIAN; SO THAT THE MATTER CAME EVEN TO THE EARS OF NERO THE CÆSAR, AND HE GAVE ORDER TO BRING SIMON THE MAGIAN BEFORE HIM. AND HE, COMING IN, STOOD BEFORE HIM, AND BEGAN SUDDENLY TO ASSUME DIFFERENT FORMS, SO THAT ON A SUDDEN HE BECAME A CHILD, AND AFTER A LITTLE AN OLD MAN, AND AT OTHER TIMES A YOUNG MAN; FOR HE CHANGED HIMSELF BOTH IN FACE AND STATURE INTO DIFFERENT FORMS, AND WAS IN A FRENZY, HAVING THE DEVIL AS HIS SERVANT. AND NERO BEHOLDING THIS, SUPPOSED HIM TO BE TRULY THE SON OF GOD; BUT THE APOSTLE PETER SHOWED HIM TO BE BOTH A LIAR AND A WIZARD, BASE AND IMPIOUS AND APOSTATE, AND IN ALL THINGS OPPOSED TO THE TRUTH OF GOD, AND THAT NOTHING YET REMAINED EXCEPT THAT HIS WICKEDNESS, BEING MADE APPARENT BY THE COMMAND OF GOD, MIGHT BE MADE MANIFEST TO THEM ALL. THEN SIMON, HAVING GONE IN TO NERO, SAID: HEAR, O GOOD EMPEROR: I AM THE SON OF GOD COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN. UNTIL NOW I HAVE ENDURED PETER ONLY CALLING HIMSELF AN APOSTLE; BUT NOW HE HAS DOUBLED THE EVIL: FOR PAUL ALSO, HIMSELF TEACHES THE SAME THINGS, AND HAVING HIS MIND TURNED AGAINST ME, IS SAID TO PREACH ALONG WITH HIM; IN REFERENCE TO WHOM, IF YOU SHALL NOT CONTRIVE THEIR DESTRUCTION, IT IS VERY PLAIN THAT YOUR KINGDOM CANNOT STAND. THEN NERO, FILLED WITH CONCERN, ORDERED TO BRING THEM SPEEDILY BEFORE HIM. AND ON THE FOLLOWING DAY SIMON THE MAGIAN, AND PETER AND PAUL THE APOSTLES OF CHRIST, HAVING COME IN TO NERO, SIMON SAID: THESE ARE THE DISCIPLES OF THE NAZARENE, AND IT IS NOT AT ALL WELL THAT THEY SHOULD BE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS, NERO SAID: WHAT IS A NAZARENE? SIMON SAID: THERE IS A CITY OF JUDAH WHICH HAS ALWAYS BEEN OPPOSED TO US, CALLED NAZARETH, AND TO IT THE TEACHER OF THESE MEN BELONGED. NERO SAID: GOD COMMANDS US TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE EVERY MAN; WHY, THEN, DO YOU PERSECUTE THEM? SIMON SAID: THIS IS A RACE OF MEN WHO HAVE TURNED ASIDE ALL JUDÆA FROM BELIEVING IN ME. NERO SAID TO PETER: WHY ARE YOU THUS UNBELIEVING, ACCORDING TO YOUR RACE? THEN PETER SAID TO SIMON: YOU HAVE BEEN ABLE TO IMPOSE UPON ALL, BUT UPON ME NEVER; AND THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN DECEIVED, GOD HAS THROUGH ME RECALLED FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. AND SINCE YOU HAVE LEARNED BY EXPERIENCE THAT YOU CAN NOT GET THE BETTER OF ME, I WONDER WITH WHAT FACE YOU BOAST YOURSELF BEFORE THE EMPEROR, AND SUPPOSE THAT THROUGH YOUR MAGIC ART YOU SHALL OVERCOME THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST. NERO SAID: WHO IS CHRIST? PETER SAID: HE IS WHAT THIS SIMON THE MAGIAN AFFIRMS HIMSELF TO BE; BUT THIS IS A MOST WICKED MAN, AND HIS WORKS ARE OF THE DEVIL. BUT IF YOU WISH TO KNOW, O GOOD EMPEROR, THE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN DONE IN JUDÆA ABOUT CHRIST, TAKE THE WRITINGS OF PONTIUS PILATE SENT TO CLAUDIUS, AND THUS YOU WILL KNOW ALL. AND NERO ORDERED THEM TO BE BROUGHT, AND TO BE READ IN THEIR PRESENCE; AND THEY WERE TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT: —PONTIUS PILATE TO CLAUDIUS, GREETING. THERE HAS LATELY HAPPENED AN EVENT WHICH I MYSELF WAS CONCERNED IN. FOR THE JEWS THROUGH ENVY HAVE INFLICTED ON THEMSELVES, AND THOSE COMING AFTER THEM, DREADFUL JUDGMENTS. THEIR FATHERS HAD PROMISES THAT THEIR GOD WOULD SEND THEM HIS HOLY ONE FROM HEAVEN, WHO ACCORDING TO REASON SHOULD BE CALLED THEIR KING, AND HE HAD PROMISED TO SEND HIM TO THE EARTH BY MEANS OF A VIRGIN. HE, THEN, WHEN I WAS PROCURATOR, CAME INTO JUDÆA. AND THEY SAW HIM ENLIGHTENING THE BLIND, CLEANSING LEPERS, HEALING PARALYTICS, EXPELLING DEMONS FROM MEN, RAISING THE DEAD, SUBDUING THE WINDS, WALKING UPON THE WAVES OF THE SEA, AND DOING MANY OTHER WONDERS, AND ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS CALLING HIM SON OF GOD. THEN THE CHIEF PRIESTS, MOVED WITH ENVY AGAINST HIM, SEIZED HIM, AND DELIVERED HIM TO ME; AND TELLING ONE LIE AFTER ANOTHER, THEY SAID THAT HE WAS A WIZARD, AND DID CONTRARY TO THEIR [SEXLESS] LAW. AND I, HAVING BELIEVED THAT THESE THINGS WERE SO, GAVE HIM UP, AFTER SCOURGING HIM, TO THEIR WILL; AND THEY CRUCIFIED HIM, AND AFTER HE WAS BURIED SET GUARDS OVER HIM. BUT HE, WHILE MY SOLDIERS WERE GUARDING HIM, ROSE ON THE THIRD DAY. AND TO SUCH A DEGREE WAS THE WICKEDNESS OF THE JEWS INFLAMED AGAINST HIM, THAT THEY GAVE MONEY TO THE SOLDIERS, SAYING, SAY HIS DISCIPLES HAVE STOLEN HIS BODY. BUT THEY, HAVING TAKEN THE MONEY, WERE NOT ABLE TO KEEP SILENCE AS TO WHAT HAD HAPPENED; FOR THEY HAVE TESTIFIED THAT THEY HAVE SEEN HIM (AFTER HE WAS) RISEN, AND THAT THEY HAVE RECEIVED MONEY FROM THE JEWS. THESE THINGS, THEREFORE, HAVE I REPORTED, THAT NO ONE SHOULD FALSELY SPEAK OTHERWISE, AND THAT YOU SHOULD NOT SUPPOSE THAT THE FALSEHOODS OF THE JEWS ARE TO BE BELIEVED. AND THE LETTER HAVING BEEN READ, NERO SAID: TELL ME, PETER, WERE ALL THESE THINGS THUS DONE BY HIM? PETER SAID: THEY WERE, WITH YOUR PERMISSION, O GOOD EMPEROR. FOR THIS SIMON IS FULL OF LIES AND DECEIT, EVEN IF IT SHOULD SEEM THAT HE IS WHAT HE IS NOT — A GOD. AND IN CHRIST THERE IS ALL EXCELLENT VICTORY THROUGH GOD AND THROUGH MAN, WHICH THAT INCOMPREHENSIBLE GLORY ASSUMED WHICH THROUGH MAN DEIGNED TO COME TO THE ASSISTANCE OF MEN. BUT IN THIS, SIMON THERE ARE TWO ESSENCES, OF MAN AND OF DEVIL, WHO THROUGH MAN ENDEAVORS TO ENSNARE MEN. SIMON SAID: I WONDER, O GOOD EMPEROR, THAT YOU RECKON THIS MAN OF ANY CONSEQUENCE — A MAN UNEDUCATED, A FISHERMAN OF THE POOREST, AND ENDOWED WITH POWER NEITHER IN WORD NOR BY RANK. BUT THAT I MAY NOT LONG ENDURE HIM AS AN ENEMY, I SHALL IMMEDIATELY ORDER MY ANGELS TO COME AND AVENGE ME UPON HIM. PETER SAID: I AM NOT AFRAID OF YOUR ANGELS; BUT THEY SHALL BE MUCH MORE AFRAID OF ME IN THE POWER AND TRUST OF MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHOM YOU FALSELY DECLARE YOURSELF TO BE. NERO SAID: ARE YOU NOT AFRAID, PETER, OF SIMON, WHO CONFIRMS HIS GODHEAD BY DEEDS? PETER SAID: GODHEAD IS IN HIM WHO SEARCHES THE HIDDEN THINGS OF THE HEART. NOW THEN, TELL ME WHAT I AM THINKING ABOUT, OR WHAT I AM DOING. I DISCLOSE TO YOUR SERVANTS WHO ARE HERE WHAT MY THOUGHT IS, BEFORE HE TELLS LIES ABOUT IT, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY NOT DARE TO LIE AS TO WHAT I AM THINKING ABOUT. NERO SAID: COME HITHER, AND TELL ME WHAT YOU ARE THINKING ABOUT. PETER SAID: ORDER A BARLEY LOAF TO BE BROUGHT, AND TO BE GIVEN TO ME SECRETLY. AND WHEN HE ORDERED IT TO BE BROUGHT, AND SECRETLY GIVEN TO PETER, PETER SAID: NOW TELL US, SIMON, WHAT HAS BEEN THOUGHT ABOUT, OR WHAT SAID, OR WHAT DONE. NERO SAID: DO YOU MEAN ME TO BELIEVE THAT SIMON DOES NOT KNOW THESE THINGS, WHO BOTH RAISED A DEAD MAN, AND PRESENTED HIMSELF ON THE THIRD DAY AFTER HE HAD BEEN BEHEADED, AND WHO HAS DONE WHATEVER HE SAID HE WOULD DO? PETER SAID: BUT HE DID NOT DO IT BEFORE ME. NERO SAID: BUT HE DID ALL THESE BEFORE ME. FOR ASSUREDLY HE ORDERED ANGELS TO COME TO HIM, AND THEY CAME. PETER SAID: IF HE HAS DONE WHAT IS VERY GREAT, WHY DOES HE NOT DO WHAT IS VERY SMALL? LET HIM TELL WHAT I HAD IN MY MIND, AND WHAT I HAVE DONE. NERO SAID: BETWEEN YOU, I DO NOT KNOW MYSELF. SIMON SAID: LET PETER SAY WHAT I AM THINKING OF, OR WHAT I AM DOING. PETER SAID: WHAT SIMON HAS IN HIS MIND I SHALL SHOW THAT I KNOW, BY MY DOING WHAT HE IS THINKING ABOUT. SIMON SAID: KNOW THIS, O EMPEROR, THAT NO ONE KNOWS THE THOUGHTS OF MEN, BUT GOD ALONE. IS NOT, THEREFORE, PETER LYING? PETER SAID: YOU, THEN, WHO SAYEST THAT YOU ARE THE SON OF GOD, TELL WHAT I HAVE IN MY MIND; DISCLOSE, IF YOU CAN, WHAT I HAVE JUST DONE IN SECRET. FOR PETER, HAVING BLESSED THE BARLEY LOAF WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED, AND HAWING BROKEN IT WITH HIS RIGHT HAND AND HIS LEFT, HAD HEAPED IT UP IN HIS SLEEVES. THEN SIMON, ENRAGED THAT HE WAS NOT ABLE TO TELL THE SECRET OF THE APOSTLE, CRIED OUT, SAYING: LET GREAT DOGS COME FORTH, AND EAT HIM UP BEFORE CÆSAR. AND SUDDENLY THERE APPEARED GREAT DOGS, AND RUSHED AT PETER. BUT PETER, STRETCHING FORTH HIS HANDS TO PRAY, SHOWED TO THE DOGS THE LOAF WHICH HE HAD BLESSED; WHICH THE DOGS SEEING, NO LONGER APPEARED. THEN PETER SAID TO NERO: BEHOLD, I HAVE SHOWN YOU THAT I KNEW WHAT SIMON WAS THINKING OF, NOT BY WORDS, BUT BY DEEDS; FOR HE, HAVING PROMISED THAT HE WOULD BRING ANGELS AGAINST ME, HAS BROUGHT DOGS, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT SHOW THAT HE HAD NOT GOD-LIKE BUT DOG-LIKE ANGELS. THEN NERO SAID TO SIMON: WHAT IS IT, SIMON? I THINK WE HAVE GOT THE WORST OF IT. SIMON SAID: THIS MAN, BOTH IN JUDÆA AND IN ALL PALESTINE AND CÆSAREA, HAS DONE THE SAME TO ME; AND FROM VERY OFTEN STRIVING WITH ME, HE HAS LEARNED THAT THIS IS ADVERSE, TO THEM. THIS, THEN, HE HAS LEARNED HOW TO ESCAPE FROM ME; FOR THE THOUGHTS OF MEN NO ONE KNOWS BUT GOD ALONE. AND PETER SAID TO SIMON: CERTAINLY, YOU FEIGN YOURSELF TO BE A GOD; WHY, THEN, DO YOU NOT REVEAL THE THOUGHTS OF EVERY MAN? THEN NERO, TURNING TO PAUL, SAID: WHY DO YOU SAY NOTHING, PAUL? PAUL ANSWERED AND SAID: KNOW THIS, O EMPEROR, THAT IF YOU PERMIT THIS MAGICIAN TO DO SUCH THINGS, IT WILL BRING AN ACCESS OF THE GREATEST MISCHIEF TO YOUR COUNTRY, AND WILL BRING DOWN YOUR EMPIRE FROM ITS POSITION. NERO SAID TO SIMON: WHAT DO YOU SAY? SIMON SAID: IF I DO NOT MANIFESTLY HOLD MYSELF OUT TO BE A GOD, NO ONE WILL BESTOW UPON ME DUE REVERENCE. NERO SAID: AND NOW, WHY DO YOU DELAY, AND NOT SHOW YOURSELF TO BE A GOD, IN ORDER THAT THESE MEN MAY BE PUNISHED? SIMON SAID: GIVE ORDERS TO BUILD FOR ME A LOFTY TOWER OF WOOD, AND I, GOING UP UPON IT, WILL CALL MY ANGELS, AND ORDER THEM TO TAKE ME, IN THE SIGHT OF ALL, TO MY FATHER [STEPHEN] IN HEAVEN, AND THESE MEN, NOT BEING ABLE TO DO THIS, ARE PUT TO SHAME AS UNEDUCATED MEN. AND NERO SAID TO PETER: HAVE YOU HEARD, PETER, WHAT HAS BEEN SAID BY SIMON? FROM THIS WILL APPEAR HOW MUCH POWER EITHER HE OR YOUR GOD HAS. PETER SAID: O MOST MIGHTY EMPEROR, IF YOU WERE WILLING, YOU MIGHT PERCEIVE THAT HE IS FULL OF DEMONS. NERO SAID: WHY DO YOU MAKE TO ME ROUNDABOUTS OF CIRCUMLOCUTIONS? TOMORROW WILL PROVE YOU. SIMON SAID: DO YOU BELIEVE, O GOOD EMPEROR, THAT I WHO WAS DEAD, AND ROSE AGAIN, AM A MAGICIAN? FOR IT HAD BEEN BROUGHT ABOUT BY HIS OWN CLEVERNESS THAT THE UNBELIEVING SIMON HAD SAID TO NERO: ORDER ME TO BE BEHEADED IN A DARK PLACE, AND THERE TO BE LEFT SLAIN; AND IF I DO NOT RISE ON THE THIRD DAY, KNOW THAT I AM A MAGICIAN; BUT IF I RISE AGAIN, KNOW THAT I AM THE SON OF GOD. AND NERO HAVING ORDERED THIS, IN THE DARK, BY HIS MAGIC ART HE MANAGED THAT A RAM SHOULD BE BEHEADED. AND FOR SO LONG DID THE RAM APPEAR TO BE SIMON UNTIL HE WAS BEHEADED. AND WHEN HE HAD BEEN BEHEADED IN THE DARK, HE THAT HAD BEHEADED HIM, TAKING THE HEAD, FOUND IT TO BE THAT OF A RAM; BUT HE WOULD NOT SAY ANYTHING TO THE EMPEROR, LEST HE SHOULD SCOURGE HIM, HAVING ORDERED THIS TO BE DONE IN SECRET. THEREAFTER, ACCORDINGLY. SIMON SAID THAT HE HAD RISEN ON THE THIRD DAY, BECAUSE HE TOOK AWAY THE HEAD OF THE RAM AND THE LIMBS — BUT THE BLOOD HAD BEEN THERE CONGEALED — AND ON THE THIRD DAY HE SHOWED HIMSELF TO NERO, AND SAID: CAUSE TO BE WIPED AWAY MY BLOOD THAT HAS BEEN POURED OUT; FOR, BEHOLD, HAVING BEEN BEHEADED, AS I PROMISED, I HAVE RISEN AGAIN ON THE THIRD DAY. AND WHEN NERO SAID, TOMORROW WILL PROVE YOU, TURNING TO PAUL, HE SAYS: YOU, PAUL, WHY DO YOU SAY NOTHING? EITHER WHO TAUGHT YOU, OR WHOM YOU HAVE FOR A MASTER, OR HOW YOU HAVE TAUGHT IN THE CITIES, OR WHAT THINGS HAVE HAPPENED THROUGH YOUR TEACHING? FOR I THINK THAT YOU HAVE NOT ANY WISDOM, AND ART NOT ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH ANY WORK OF POWER. PAUL ANSWERED: DO YOU SUPPOSE THAT I OUGHT TO SPEAK AGAINST A DESPERATE MAN, A MAGICIAN, WHO HAS GIVEN HIS SOUL UP TO DEATH, WHOSE DESTRUCTION AND PERDITION WILL COME SPEEDILY? FOR HE OUGHT TO SPEAK WHO PRETENDS TO BE WHAT HE IS NOT, AND DECEIVES MEN BY MAGIC ART. IF YOU CONSENT TO HEAR HIS WORDS, AND TO SHIELD HIM, YOU SHALL DESTROY YOUR SOUL AND YOUR KINGDOM, FOR HE IS A MOST BASE MAN. AND AS THE EGYPTIANS JANNES AND JAMBRES LED PHARAOH AND HIS ARMY ASTRAY UNTIL THEY WERE SWALLOWED UP IN THE SEA, SO ALSO, HE, THROUGH THE [SEXUAL] INSTRUCTION OF HIS FATHER [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] THE DEVIL, PERSUADES MEN TO DO MANY EVILS TO THEMSELVES, AND THUS DECEIVES MANY OF THE INNOCENT, TO THE PERIL OF YOUR KINGDOM. BUT AS FOR THE WORD OF THE DEVIL, WHICH I SEE HAS BEEN POURED OUT THROUGH THIS MAN, WITH GROANINGS OF MY HEART I AM DEALING WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, THAT IT MAY BE CLEARLY SHOWN WHAT IT IS; FOR AS FAR AS HE SEEMS TO RAISE HIMSELF TOWARDS HEAVEN, SO FAR WILL HE BE SUNK DOWN INTO THE DEPTH OF HADES, WHERE THERE IS WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH. BUT ABOUT THE TEACHING OF MY MASTER, OF WHICH YOU ASKED ME, NONE ATTAIN IT EXCEPT THE PURE, WHO ALLOW FAITH TO COME INTO THEIR HEART. FOR AS MANY THINGS AS BELONG TO PEACE AND [SEXLESS] LOVE, THESE HAVE I TAUGHT. ROUND ABOUT FROM JERUSALEM, AND AS FAR AS ILLYRICUM, ROMANS 15:19 I HAVE FULFILLED THE WORD OF PEACE. FOR I HAVE TAUGHT THAT IN HONOUR THEY SHOULD PREFER ONE ANOTHER; ROMANS 12:10 I HAVE TAUGHT THOSE THAT ARE EMINENT AND RICH NOT TO BE LIFTED UP, AND HOPE IN UNCERTAINTY OF RICHES, BUT TO PLACE THEIR HOPE IN GOD; 1 TIMOTHY 6:17 I HAVE TAUGHT THOSE IN A MIDDLE STATION TO BE CONTENT WITH FOOD AND COVERING; I HAVE TAUGHT THE POOR TO REJOICE IN THEIR OWN POVERTY; I HAVE TAUGHT FATHERS TO TEACH THEIR CHILDREN INSTRUCTION IN THE [SEXLESS] FEAR OF THE LORD, CHILDREN TO OBEY THEIR PARENTS IN WHOLESOME ADMONITION; I HAVE TAUGHT WIVES TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEIR OWN HUSBANDS, AND TO FEAR THEM AS MASTERS, AND HUSBANDS TO OBSERVE FIDELITY TO THEIR WIVES; I HAVE TAUGHT MASTERS TO TREAT THEIR SLAVES WITH CLEMENCY, AND SLAVES TO SERVE THEIR OWN MASTERS FAITHFULLY; COLOSSIANS 3:18-22 I HAVE TAUGHT THE CHURCHES OF THE BELIEVERS TO REVERENCE ONE ALMIGHTY, INVISIBLE, AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE GOD. AND THIS TEACHING HAS BEEN GIVEN ME, NOT FROM MEN, NOR THROUGH MEN, BUT THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, GALATIANS 1:1 WHO SPOKE TO ME OUT OF HEAVEN, WHO ALSO HAS SENT ME TO PREACH, SAYING TO ME, GO FORTH, FOR I WILL BE WITH YOU; AND ALL THINGS, AS MANY AS YOU SHALL SAY OR DO, I SHALL MAKE JUST. NERO SAID: WHAT DO YOU SAY, PETER? HE ANSWERED AND SAID: ALL THAT PAUL HAS SAID IS TRUE. FOR WHEN HE WAS A PERSECUTOR OF THE FAITH OF CHRIST, A VOICE CALLED HIM OUT OF HEAVEN, AND TAUGHT HIM THE TRUTH; FOR HE WAS NOT AN ADVERSARY OF OUR FAITH FROM HATRED, BUT FROM IGNORANCE. FOR THERE WERE BEFORE US FALSE CHRISTS, LIKE SIMON, FALSE APOSTLES, AND FALSE PROPHETS, WHO, CONTRARY TO THE SACRED WRITINGS, SET THEMSELVES TO MAKE VOID THE TRUTH, AND AGAINST THESE IT WAS NECESSARY TO HAVE IN READINESS THIS MAN, WHO FROM HIS YOUTH UP SET HIMSELF TO NO OTHER THING THAN TO SEARCH OUT THE MYSTERIES OF THE DIVINE [SEXLESS] LAW, BY WHICH HE MIGHT BECOME A VINDICATOR OF TRUTH AND A PERSECUTOR OF FALSEHOOD. SINCE, THEN, HIS PERSECUTION WAS NOT ON ACCOUNT OF HATRED, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF THE VINDICATION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, THE VERY TRUTH OUT OF HEAVEN HELD [SEXLESS] INTERCOURSE WITH HIM, SAYING, I AM THE TRUTH WHICH YOU PERSECUTE; CEASE PERSECUTING ME. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE KNEW THAT THIS WAS SO, LEAVING OFF THAT WHICH HE WAS VINDICATING, HE BEGAN TO VINDICATE THIS WAY OF CHRIST WHICH HE WAS PERSECUTING. SIMON SAID: O GOOD EMPEROR, TAKE NOTICE THAT THESE TWO HAVE CONSPIRED AGAINST ME; FOR I AM THE TRUTH, AND THEY PURPOSE EVIL AGAINST ME. PETER SAID: THERE IS NO TRUTH IN YOU; BUT ALL YOU SAY IS FALSE. NERO SAID: PAUL, WHAT DO YOU SAY? PAUL SAID: THOSE THINGS WHICH YOU HAVE HEARD FROM PETER, BELIEVE TO HAVE BEEN SPOKEN BY ME ALSO; FOR WE PURPOSE THE SAME THING, FOR WE HAVE THE SAME LORD JESUS THE CHRIST. SIMON SAID: DO YOU EXPECT ME, O GOOD EMPEROR, TO HOLD AN ARGUMENT WITH THESE MEN, WHO HAVE COME TO AN AGREEMENT AGAINST ME? AND HAVING TURNED TO THE APOSTLES OF CHRIST, HE SAID: LISTEN, PETER AND PAUL: IF I CAN DO NOTHING FOR YOU HERE, WE ARE GOING TO THE PLACE WHERE I MUST JUDGE YOU. PAUL SAID: O GOOD EMPEROR, SEE WHAT THREATS HE HOLDS OUT AGAINST US. PETER SAID: WHY WAS IT NECESSARY TO KEEP FROM LAUGHING OUTRIGHT AT A FOOLISH MAN, MADE THE SPORT OF DEMONS, SO AS TO SUPPOSE THAT HE CANNOT BE MADE MANIFEST? SIMON SAID: I SPARE YOU UNTIL I SHALL RECEIVE MY POWER. PAUL SAID: SEE IF YOU WILL GO OUT HENCE SAFE. PETER SAID: IF YOU DO NOT SEE, SIMON, THE POWER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, YOU WILL NOT BELIEVE YOURSELF NOT TO BE CHRIST. SIMON SAID: MOST SACRED EMPEROR, DO NOT BELIEVE THEM, FOR THEY ARE CIRCUMCISED KNAVES. PAUL SAID: BEFORE WE KNEW THE TRUTH, WE HAD THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE FLESH; BUT WHEN THE TRUTH APPEARED, IN THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE HEART WE BOTH ARE CIRCUMCISED, AND CIRCUMCISE. PETER SAID: IF CIRCUMCISION BE A DISGRACE, WHY HAVE YOU BEEN CIRCUMCISED, SIMON? NERO SAID: HAS, THEN, SIMON ALSO BEEN CIRCUMCISED? PETER SAID: FOR NOT OTHERWISE COULD HE HAVE DECEIVED SOULS, UNLESS HE FEIGNED HIMSELF TO BE A JEW, AND MADE A SHOW OF TEACHING THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD. NERO SAID: SIMON, YOU, AS I SEE, BEING CARRIED AWAY WITH ENVY, PERSECUTE THESE MEN. FOR, AS IT SEEMS, THERE IS GREAT HATRED BETWEEN YOU AND THEIR CHRIST; AND I AM AFRAID THAT YOU WILL BE WORSTED BY THEM, AND INVOLVED IN GREAT EVILS. SIMON SAID: YOU ARE LED ASTRAY, O EMPEROR. NERO SAID: HOW AM I LED ASTRAY? WHAT I SEE IN YOU, I SAY. I SEE THAT YOU ARE MANIFESTLY AN ENEMY OF PETER AND PAUL AND THEIR MASTER. SIMON SAID: CHRIST WAS NOT PAUL'S MASTER. PAUL SAID: YES; THROUGH REVELATION HE TAUGHT ME ALSO. BUT TELL ME WHAT I ASKED YOU — WHY WERE YOU CIRCUMCISED? SIMON SAID: WHY HAVE YOU ASKED ME THIS? PAUL SAID: WE HAVE A REASON FOR ASKING YOU THIS. NERO SAID: WHY ARE YOU AFRAID TO ANSWER THEM? SIMON SAID: LISTEN, O EMPEROR. AT THAT TIME CIRCUMCISION WAS ENJOINED BY GOD WHEN I RECEIVED IT. FOR THIS REASON, WAS, I CIRCUMCISED. PAUL SAID: DO YOU HEAR, O GOOD EMPEROR, WHAT HAS BEEN SAID BY SIMON? IF, THEREFORE, CIRCUMCISION BE A GOOD THING, WHY HAVE YOU, SIMON, GIVEN UP THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CIRCUMCISED, AND FORCED THEM, AFTER BEING CONDEMNED, TO BE PUT TO DEATH? NERO SAID: NEITHER ABOUT YOU DO I PERCEIVE ANYTHING GOOD. PETER AND PAUL SAID: WHETHER THIS THOUGHT ABOUT US BE GOOD OR EVIL HAS NO REFERENCE TO THE MATTER; BUT TO US IT WAS NECESSARY THAT WHAT OUR MASTER PROMISED SHOULD COME TO PASS. NERO SAID: IF I SHOULD NOT BE WILLING? PETER SAID: NOT AS YOU WILL, BUT AS HE PROMISED TO US. SIMON SAID: O GOOD EMPEROR, THESE MEN HAVE RECKONED UPON YOUR CLEMENCY, AND HAVE BOUND YOU. NERO SAID: BUT NEITHER HAVE YOU YET MADE ME SURE ABOUT YOURSELF. SIMON SAID: SINCE SO MANY EXCELLENT DEEDS AND SIGNS HAVE BEEN SHOWN TO YOU BY ME, I WONDER HOW YOU SHOULD BE IN DOUBT. NERO SAID: I NEITHER DOUBT NOR FAVOUR ANY OF YOU; BUT ANSWER ME RATHER WHAT I ASK. SIMON SAID: HENCEFORWARD I ANSWER YOU NOTHING. NERO SAID: SEEING THAT YOU LIE, THEREFORE YOU SAY THIS. BUT IF EVEN I CAN DO NOTHING TO YOU, GOD, WHO CAN, WILL DO IT. SIMON SAID: I NO LONGER ANSWER YOU. NERO SAID: NOR DO I CONSIDER YOU TO BE ANYTHING: FOR, AS I PERCEIVE, YOU ARE A LIAR IN EVERYTHING. BUT WHY DO I SAY SO MUCH? THE THREE OF YOU SHOW THAT YOUR REASONING IS UNCERTAIN, AND THUS, IN ALL THINGS YOU HAVE MADE ME DOUBT, SO THAT I FIND THAT I CAN GIVE CREDIT TO NONE OF YOU. PETER SAID: WE PREACH ONE GOD AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THAT HAS MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND THE SEA, AND ALL THAT THEREIN IS, WHO IS THE TRUE KING; AND OF HIS KINGDOM THERE SHALL BE NO END. LUKE 1:33 NERO SAID: WHAT KING IS LORD? PAUL SAID: THE SAVIOR OF ALL THE NATIONS. SIMON SAID: I AM HE WHOM YOU SPEAK OF. PETER AND PAUL SAID: MAY IT NEVER BE WELL WITH YOU, SIMON, MAGICIAN, AND FULL OF BITTERNESS. SIMON SAID: LISTEN, O CÆSAR NERO, THAT YOU MAY KNOW THAT THESE MEN ARE LIARS, AND THAT I HAVE BEEN SENT FROM THE HEAVENS: TOMORROW I GO UP INTO THE HEAVENS, THAT I MAY MAKE THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN ME BLESSED, AND SHOW MY WRATH UPON THOSE WHO HAVE DENIED ME. PETER AND PAUL SAID: US LONG AGO GOD CALLED TO HIS OWN GLORY, BUT YOU, CALLED BY THE DEVIL, HASTEN TO PUNISHMENT. SIMON SAID: CÆSAR NERO, LISTEN TO ME. SEPARATE THESE MADMEN FROM YOU, IN ORDER THAT WHEN I GO INTO HEAVEN TO MY FATHER [STEPHEN], I MAY BE VERY MERCIFUL TO YOU. NERO SAID: AND WHENCE SHALL WE PROVE THIS, THAT YOU GO AWAY INTO HEAVEN? SIMON SAID: ORDER A LOFTY TOWER TO BE MADE OF WOOD, AND OF GREAT BEAMS, THAT I MAY GO UP UPON IT, AND THAT MY ANGELS MAY FIND ME IN THE AIR; FOR THEY CANNOT COME TO ME UPON EARTH AMONG THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS. NERO SAID: I WILL SEE WHETHER YOU WILL FULFIL WHAT YOU SAY. THEN NERO ORDERED A LOFTY TOWER TO BE MADE IN THE CAMPUS MARTIUS, AND ALL THE PEOPLE AND THE DIGNITIES TO BE PRESENT AT THE SPECTACLE. AND ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, ALL THE MULTITUDE HAVING COME TOGETHER, NERO ORDERED PETER AND PAUL TO BE PRESENT, TO WHOM ALSO HE SAID: NOW THE TRUTH HAS TO BE MADE MANIFEST. PETER AND PAUL SAID: WE DO NOT EXPOSE HIM, BUT OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, WHOM HE HAS FALSELY DECLARED HIMSELF TO BE. AND PAUL, HAVING TURNED TO PETER, SAID: IT IS MY PART TO BEND THE KNEE, AND TO PRAY TO GOD; AND YOURS TO PRODUCE THE EFFECT, IF YOU SHOULD SEE HIM ATTEMPTING ANYTHING, BECAUSE YOU WERE FIRST TAKEN IN HAND BY THE LORD. AND PAUL, BENDING HIS KNEES, PRAYED. AND PETER, LOOKING STEADFASTLY UPON SIMON, SAID: ACCOMPLISH WHAT YOU HAVE BEGUN; FOR BOTH YOUR EXPOSURE AND OUR CALL IS AT HAND: FOR I SEE MY CHRIST CALLING BOTH ME AND PAUL. NERO SAID: AND WHERE WILL YOU GO TO AGAINST MY WILL? PETER SAID: WHITHERSOEVER OUR LORD HAS CALLED US. NERO SAID: AND WHO IS YOUR LORD? PETER SAID: JESUS THE CHRIST, WHOM I SEE CALLING US TO HIMSELF. NERO SAID: DO YOU ALSO THEN INTEND TO GO AWAY TO HEAVEN? PETER SAID: IF IT SHALL SEEM GOOD TO HIM THAT CALLS US. SIMON SAID: IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY KNOW, O EMPEROR, THAT THESE ARE DECEIVERS, AS SOON AS EVER I ASCEND INTO HEAVEN, I WILL SEND MY ANGELS TO YOU, AND WILL MAKE YOU COME TO ME. NERO SAID: DO AT ONCE WHAT YOU SAY. THEN SIMON WENT UP UPON THE TOWER IN THE FACE OF ALL, AND, CROWNED WITH LAURELS, HE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HANDS, AND BEGAN TO FLY. AND WHEN NERO SAW HIM FLYING, HE SAID TO PETER: THIS SIMON IS TRUE; BUT YOU AND PAUL ARE DECEIVERS. TO WHOM PETER SAID: IMMEDIATELY SHALL YOU KNOW THAT WE ARE TRUE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST; BUT THAT HE IS NOT CHRIST, BUT A MAGICIAN, AND A MALEFACTOR. NERO SAID: DO YOU STILL PERSIST? BEHOLD, YOU SEE HIM GOING UP INTO HEAVEN. THEN PETER, LOOKING STEADFASTLY UPON PAUL, SAID: PAUL, LOOK UP AND SEE. AND PAUL, HAVING LOOKED UP, FULL OF TEARS, AND SEEING SIMON FLYING, SAID: PETER, WHY ARE YOU IDLE? FINISH WHAT YOU HAVE BEGUN; FOR ALREADY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IS CALLING US. AND NERO HEARING THEM, SMILED A LITTLE, AND SAID: THESE MEN SEE THEMSELVES WORSTED ALREADY, AND ARE GONE MAD. PETER SAID: NOW YOU SHALL KNOW THAT WE ARE NOT MAD. PAUL SAID TO PETER: DO AT ONCE WHAT YOU DO. AND PETER, LOOKING STEADFASTLY AGAINST SIMON, SAID: I ADJURE YOU, YOU ANGELS OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], WHO ARE CARRYING HIM INTO THE AIR, TO DECEIVE THE HEARTS OF THE UNBELIEVERS, BY THE GOD THAT CREATED ALL THINGS, AND BY JESUS CHRIST, WHOM ON THE THIRD DAY HE RAISED FROM THE DEAD, NO LONGER FROM THIS HOUR TO KEEP HIM UP, BUT TO LET HIM GO. AND IMMEDIATELY, BEING LET GO, HE FELL INTO A PLACE CALLED SACRA VIA, THAT IS, HOLY WAY, AND WAS DIVIDED INTO FOUR PARTS, HAVING PERISHED BY AN EVIL FATE. THEN NERO ORDERED PETER AND PAUL TO BE PUT IN IRONS, AND THE BODY OF SIMON TO BE CAREFULLY KEPT THREE DAYS, THINKING THAT HE WOULD RISE ON THE THIRD DAY. TO WHOM PETER SAID: HE WILL NO LONGER RISE, SINCE HE IS TRULY DEAD, BEING CONDEMNED TO EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT. AND NERO SAID TO HIM: WHO COMMANDED YOU TO DO SUCH A DREADFUL DEED? PETER SAID: HIS REFLECTIONS AND BLASPHEMY AGAINST MY LORD JESUS CHRIST HAVE BROUGHT HIM INTO THIS GULF OF DESTRUCTION. NERO SAID: I WILL DESTROY YOU BY AN EVIL TAKING OFF. PETER SAID: THIS IS NOT IN YOUR POWER, EVEN IF IT SHOULD SEEM GOOD TO YOU TO DESTROY US; BUT IT IS NECESSARY THAT WHAT OUR MASTER PROMISED TO US SHOULD BE FULFILLED. THEN NERO, HAVING SUMMONED AGRIPPA THE PROPRÆTOR, SAID TO HIM: IT IS NECESSARY THAT MEN INTRODUCING MISCHIEVOUS RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES SHOULD DIE. WHEREFORE I ORDER THEM TO TAKE IRON CLUBS, AND TO BE KILLED IN THE SEA-FIGHT. AGRIPPA THE PROPRÆTOR SAID: MOST SACRED EMPEROR, WHAT YOU HAVE ORDERED IS NOT FITTING FOR THESE MEN, SINCE PAUL SEEMS INNOCENT BESIDE PETER. NERO SAID: BY WHAT FATE, THEN, SHALL THEY DIE? AGRIPPA ANSWERED AND SAID: AS SEEMS TO ME, IT IS JUST THAT PAUL'S HEAD SHOULD BE CUT OFF, AND THAT PETER SHOULD BE RAISED ON A CROSS AS THE CAUSE OF THE MURDER. NERO SAID: YOU HAVE MOST EXCELLENTLY JUDGED. THEN BOTH PETER AND PAUL WERE LED AWAY FROM THE PRESENCE OF NERO. AND PAUL WAS BEHEADED ON THE OSTESIAN ROAD. AND PETER, HAVING COME TO THE CROSS, SAID: SINCE MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO CAME DOWN FROM THE HEAVEN UPON THE EARTH, WAS RAISED UPON THE CROSS UPRIGHT, AND HE HAS DEIGNED TO CALL TO HEAVEN ME, WHO AM OF THE EARTH, MY CROSS OUGHT TO BE FIXED HEAD DOWN MOST, SO AS TO DIRECT MY FEET TOWARDS HEAVEN, FOR I AM NOT WORTHY TO BE CRUCIFIED LIKE MY LORD. THEN, HAVING REVERSED THE CROSS, THEY NAILED HIS FEET UP. AND THE MULTITUDE WAS ASSEMBLED REVILING CÆSAR, AND WISHING TO KILL HIM. BUT PETER RESTRAINED THEM, SAYING: A FEW DAYS AGO, BEING EXHORTED BY THE BRETHREN, I WAS GOING AWAY; AND MY LORD JESUS CHRIST MET ME, AND HAVING ADORED HIM, I SAID, LORD, WHITHER ARE YOU GOING? AND HE SAID TO ME, I AM GOING TO ROME TO BE CRUCIFIED. AND I SAID TO HIM, LORD, WERE YOU NOT CRUCIFIED ONCE FOR ALL? AND THE LORD ANSWERING, SAID, I SAW YOU FLEEING FROM DEATH, AND I WISH TO BE CRUCIFIED INSTEAD OF YOU. AND I SAID, LORD, I GO; I FULFIL YOUR COMMAND. AND HE SAID TO ME, FEAR NOT, FOR I AM WITH YOU. ON THIS ACCOUNT, THEN, CHILDREN, DO NOT HINDER MY GOING; FOR ALREADY MY FEET ARE GOING ON THE ROAD TO HEAVEN. DO NOT GRIEVE, THEREFORE, BUT RATHER REJOICE WITH ME, FOR TODAY I RECEIVE THE FRUIT OF MY LABOURS. AND THUS SPEAKING, HE SAID: I THANK YOU, GOOD SHEPHERD, THAT THE SHEEP WHICH YOU HAVE ENTRUSTED TO ME, SYMPATHIZE WITH ME; I ASK, THEN, THAT WITH ME THEY MAY HAVE A PART IN YOUR KINGDOM. AND HAVING THUS SPOKEN, HE GAVE UP THE GHOST. AND IMMEDIATELY THERE APPEARED MEN GLORIOUS AND STRANGE IN APPEARANCE; AND THEY SAID: WE ARE HERE, ON ACCOUNT OF THE HOLY AND CHIEF APOSTLES, FROM JERUSALEM. AND THEY, ALONG WITH MARCELLUS, AN ILLUSTRIOUS MAN, WHO, HAVING LEFT SIMON, HAD BELIEVED IN PETER, TOOK UP HIS BODY SECRETLY, AND PUT IT UNDER THE TEREBINTH NEAR THE PLACE FOR THE EXHIBITION OF SEA-FIGHTS IN THE PLACE CALLED THE VATICAN. AND THE MEN WHO HAD SAID THAT THEY CAME FROM JERUSALEM SAID TO THE PEOPLE: REJOICE, AND BE EXCEEDING GLAD, BECAUSE YOU HAVE BEEN DEEMED WORTHY TO HAVE GREAT CHAMPIONS. AND KNOW THAT NERO HIMSELF, AFTER THESE NOT MANY DAYS, WILL BE UTTERLY DESTROYED, AND HIS KINGDOM SHALL BE GIVEN TO ANOTHER. AND AFTER THESE THINGS THE PEOPLE REVOLTED AGAINST HIM; AND WHEN HE KNEW OF IT, HE FLED INTO DESERT PLACES, AND THROUGH HUNGER AND COLD HE GAVE UP THE GHOST, AND HIS BODY BECAME FOOD FOR THE WILD BEASTS. AND SOME DEVOUT MEN OF THE REGIONS OF THE EAST WISHED TO CARRY OFF THE RELICS OF THE SAINTS, AND IMMEDIATELY THERE WAS A GREAT EARTHQUAKE IN THE CITY; AND THOSE THAT DWELT IN THE CITY HAVING BECOME AWARE OF IT, RAN AND SEIZED THE MEN, BUT THEY FLED. BUT THE ROMANS HAVING TAKEN THEM, PUT THEM IN A PLACE THREE MILES FROM THE CITY, AND THERE THEY WERE GUARDED A YEAR AND SEVEN MONTHS, UNTIL THEY HAD BUILT THE PLACE IN WHICH THEY INTENDED TO PUT THEM. AND AFTER THESE THINGS, ALL HAVING ASSEMBLED WITH GLORY AND SINGING OF PRAISE, THEY PUT THEM IN THE PLACE BUILT FOR THEM. AND THE CONSUMMATION OF THE HOLY GLORIOUS APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL WAS ON THE 29TH OF THE MONTH OF JUNE — IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD, TO WHOM BE GLORY AND STRENGTH.
THE STORY OF PERPETUA
AND AS PAUL WAS BEING LED AWAY TO BE BEHEADED AT A PLACE ABOUT THREE MILES FROM THE CITY, HE WAS IN IRONS. AND THERE WERE THREE SOLDIERS GUARDING HIM WHO WERE OF A GREAT FAMILY. AND WHEN THEY HAD GONE OUT OF THE GATE ABOUT THE LENGTH OF A BOW-SHOT, THERE MET THEM A GOD-FEARING WOMAN; AND SHE, SEEING PAUL DRAGGED ALONG IN IRONS, HAD COMPASSION ON HIM, AND WEPT BITTERLY. AND THE NAME OF THE WOMAN WAS CALLED PERPETUA; AND SHE WAS ONE-EYED. AND PAUL, SEEING HER WEEPING, SAYS TO HER: GIVE ME YOUR HANDKERCHIEF, AND WHEN I TURN BACK, I SHALL GIVE IT TO YOU. AND SHE, HAVING TAKEN THE HANDKERCHIEF, GAVE IT TO HIM WILLINGLY. AND THE SOLDIERS LAUGHED, AND SAID TO THE WOMAN: WHY DO YOU WISH, WOMAN, TO LOSE YOUR HANDKERCHIEF? DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT HE IS GOING AWAY TO BE BEHEADED? AND PERPETUA SAID TO THEM: I ADJURE YOU BY THE HEALTH OF CÆSAR TO BIND HIS EYES WITH THIS HANDKERCHIEF WHEN YOU CUT OFF HIS HEAD. WHICH ALSO WAS DONE. AND THEY BEHEADED HIM AT THE PLACE CALLED AQUÆ SALVIÆ, NEAR THE PINE TREE. AND AS GOD HAD WILLED, BEFORE THE SOLDIERS CAME BACK, THE HANDKERCHIEF, HAVING ON IT DROPS OF BLOOD, WAS RESTORED TO THE WOMAN. AND AS SHE WAS CARRYING IT, STRAIGHTWAY AND IMMEDIATELY HER EYE WAS OPENED. AND THE THREE SOLDIERS WHO HAD CUT OFF THE HEAD OF SAINT PAUL, WHEN AFTER THREE HOURS THEY CAME ON THE SAME DAY WITH THE BULLA BRINGING IT TO NERO, HAVING MET PERPETUA, THEY SAID TO HER: WHAT IS IT, WOMAN? BEHOLD, BY YOUR CONFIDENCE YOU HAVE LOST YOUR HANDKERCHIEF. BUT SHE SAID TO THEM: I HAVE BOTH GOT MY HANDKERCHIEF, AND MY EYE HAS RECOVERED ITS SIGHT. AND AS THE LORD, THE GOD OF PAUL, LIVES, I ALSO HAVE ENTREATED HIM THAT I MAY BE DEEMED WORTHY TO BECOME THE SLAVE OF HIS LORD. THEN THE SOLDIERS WHO HAD THE BULLA, RECOGNISING THE HANDKERCHIEF, AND SEEING THAT HER EYE HAD BEEN OPENED, CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, AS IF FROM ONE MOUTH, AND SAID: WE TOO ARE THE SLAVES OF PAUL'S MASTER. PERPETUA THEREFORE HAVING GONE AWAY, REPORTED IN THE PALACE OF THE EMPEROR NERO THAT THE SOLDIERS WHO HAD BEHEADED PAUL SAID: WE SHALL NO LONGER GO INTO THE CITY, FOR WE BELIEVE IN CHRIST WHOM PAUL PREACHED, AND WE ARE CHRISTIANS. THEN NERO, FILLED WITH RAGE, ORDERED PERPETUA, WHO HAD INFORMED HIM OF THE SOLDIERS, TO BE KEPT FAST IN IRONS; AND AS TO THE SOLDIERS, HE ORDERED ONE TO BE BEHEADED OUTSIDE OF THE GATE ABOUT ONE MILE FROM THE CITY, ANOTHER TO BE CUT IN TWO, AND THE THIRD TO BE STONED. AND PERPETUA WAS IN THE PRISON; AND IN THIS PRISON THERE WAS KEPT POTENTIANA, A NOBLE MAIDEN, BECAUSE SHE HAD SAID: I FORSAKE MY PARENTS AND ALL THE SUBSTANCE OF MY FATHER, AND I WISH TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN. SHE THEREFORE JOINED HERSELF TO PERPETUA, AND ASCERTAINED FROM HER EVERYTHING ABOUT PAUL, AND WAS IN MUCH ANXIETY ABOUT THE FAITH IN CHRIST. AND THE WIFE OF NERO WAS POTENTIANA'S SISTER; AND SHE SECRETLY INFORMED HER ABOUT CHRIST, THAT THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM SEE EVERLASTING JOY, AND THAT EVERYTHING HERE IS TEMPORARY, BUT THERE ETERNAL: SO THAT ALSO SHE FLED OUT OF THE PALACE, AND SOME OF THE SENATORS' WIVES WITH HER. THEN NERO, HAVING INFLICTED MANY TORTURES UPON PERPETUA, AT LAST TIED A GREAT STONE TO HER NECK, AND ORDERED HER TO BE THROWN OVER A PRECIPICE. AND HER REMAINS LIE AT THE MOMENTAN GATE. AND POTENTIANA ALSO UNDERWENT MANY TORMENTS; AND AT LAST, HAVING MADE A FURNACE ONE DAY, THEY BURNED HER.  
THE ACTS OF PETER AND ANDREW
1 WHEN ANDREW LEFT THE CITY OF THE MAN-EATERS, A CLOUD OF LIGHT TOOK HIM UP AND CARRIED HIM TO THE MOUNTAIN WHERE PETER AND MATTHIAS AND ALEXANDER AND RUFUS WERE SITTING. AND PETER SAID: HAVE YOU PROSPERED YES, HE SAID, BUT THEY DID ME MUCH HURT. COME THEN, SAID PETER, AND REST AWHILE FROM YOUR LABOURS. 2 AND JESUS APPEARED IN THE FORM OF A LITTLE CHILD AND GREETED THEM, AND TOLD THEM TO GO TO THE CITY OF THE BARBARIANS, AND PRORNISED TO BE WITH THEM, AND LEFT THEM. 3 SO THE FOUR SET OUT. AND WHEN THEY WERE NEAR THE CITY ANDREW ASKED PETER: DO MANY TROUBLES AWAIT US HERE 'I DO NOT KNOW, BUT HERE IS AN OLD MAN SOWING. LET US ASK HIM FOR BREAD; IF HE GIVES IT US, WE SHALL KNOW THAT WE ARE NOT TO BE TROUBLED BUT IF HE SAYS, I HAVE NONE, TROUBLES AWAIT US.' THEY GREETED HIM AND ASKED ACCORDINGLY. HE SAID: IF YOU WILL LOOK AFTER MY PLOUGH AND OXEN, I WILL FETCH YOU BREAD…' ARE THEY YOUR OXEN' 'NO, I HAVE HIRED THEM.' AND HE WENT OFF. 4 PETER TOOK OFF HIS CLOAK AND GARMENT AND SAID: IT IS NO TIME FOR US TO BE IDLE, ESPECIALLY AS THE OLD MAN IS WORKING FOR US; AND HE TOOK THE PLOUGH AND BEGAN TO SOW. ANDREW PROTESTED AND TOOK IT FROM HIM AND SOWED, AND BLESSED THE SEED AS HE SOWED. AND RUFUS AND ALEXANDER AND MATTHIAS, GOING ON THE RIGHT, SAID; LET THE SWEET DEW AND THE FAIR WIND COME AND REST ON THIS FIELD. AND THE SEED SPRANG UP AND THE CORN RIPENED. 5 WHEN THE FARMER RETURNED WITH THE BREAD AND SAW THE RIPE CORN, HE WORSHIPPED THEM AS GODS. BUT THEY TOLD HIM WHO THEY WERE, AND PETER GAVE HIM THE COMMANDMENTS…HE SAID: I WILL LEAVE ALL AND FOLLOW YOU. ' NOT SO, BUT GO TO THE CITY, RETURN YOUR OXEN TO THE OWNER, AND TELL YOUR WIFE AND CHILDREN AND PREPARE US A LODGING, 6 HE TOOK A SHEAF, HUNG IT ON HIS STAFF. AND WENT OFF. THE PEOPLE ASKED WHERE HE GOT THE CORN, FOR IT WAS THE TIME OF SOWING, BUT HE HASTENED HOME. 7 THE CHIEF MEN OF THE CITY HEARD OF IT AND SENT FOR HIM AND MADE HIM TELL HIS STORY. 8 AND THE DEVIL ENTERED THEM AND THEY SAID: ALAS! THESE ARE OF THE TWELVE GALILEANS WHO GO ABOUT SEPARATING MEN FROM THEIR WIVES; WHAT ARE WE TO DO? 9 ONE OF THEM SAID: I CAN KEEP THEM OUT OF THE CITY 'HOW' 'THEY HATE ALL WOMEN, AND SPECIALLY, UNCHASTE ONES: LET US PUT A NAKED WANTON IN THE GATE, AND THEY WILL SEE HER AND FLEE.' SO, THEY DID. 10 THE APOSTLES PERCEIVED THE SNARE BY THE SPIRIT, AND ANDREW SAID: BID ME, AND I WILL CHASTISE HER. PETER SAID: DO AS YOU WILL. ANDREW PRAYED, AND MICHAEL WAS SENT TO CATCH HER UP BY THE HAIR AND SUSPEND HER TILL THEY HAD PASSED. 11 AND SHE CRIED OUT, CURSING THE MEN OF THE CITY AND PRAYING FOR PARDON. 12 AND MANY BELIEVED AT HER WORD AND WORSHIPPED THE APOSTLES, AND THEY DID MANY CURES, AND ALL PRAISED GOD. 13 THERE WAS A RICH MAN NAMED ONESIPHORUS WHO SAID: IF I BELIEVE, SHALL I BE ABLE TO DO WONDERS ANDREW SAID: YES, IF YOU FORSAKE YOUR WIFE AND ALL YOUR POSSESSIONS. HE WAS ANGRY AND PUT HIS GARMENT ABOUT ANDREW'S NECK AND BEGAN TO BEAT HIM, SAYING: YOU ARE A WIZARD, WHY SHOULD I DO SO 14 PETER SAW IT AND TOLD HIM TO LEAVE OFF. HE SAID: I SEE YOU ARE WISER THAN HE. WHAT DO YOU SAY PETER SAID: I TELL YOU THIS: IT IS EASIER FOR A CAMEL TO GO THROUGH A NEEDLE'S EYE THAN FOR A RICH MAN TO ENTER, THE KINGDOM OF GOD. ONESIPHORUS WAS YET MORE ANGRY AND TOOK HIS GARMENT OFF ANDREW'S NECK AND CAST IT ON PETER'S AND HALED HIM ALONG, SAYING: YOU ARE WORSE THAN THE OTHER. IF YOU SHOW ME THIS SIGN, I AND THE WHOLE CITY WILL BELIEVE BUT IF NOT, YOU SHALL BE PUNISHED. 15 PETER WAS TROUBLED AND STOOD AND PRAYED: LORD, HELP US AT THIS HOUR, FOR THOU HAST ENTRAPPED US BY THY WORDS. 16 THE SAVIOUR APPEARED IN THE FORM OF A BOY OF TWELVE YEARS, WEARING A LINEN GARMENT 'SMOOTH WITHIN AND WITHOUT', AND SAID; FEAR NOT: LET THE NEEDLE AND THE CAMEL BE BROUGHT. THERE WAS A HUCKSTER IN THE TOWN WHO HAD BEEN CONVERTED BY PHILIP; AND HE HEARD OF IT, AND LOOKED FOR A NEEDLE WITH A LARGE EYE, BUT PETER SAID: NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD RATHER BRING A NEEDLE WITH A SMALL EYE. 17 WHEN IT WAS BROUGHT, PETER SAW A CAMEL COMING AND STUCK THE NEEDLE IN THE GROUND AND CRIED: IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] CRUCIFIED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE I COMMAND THEE, CAMEL, TO GO THROUGH THE EYE OF THE NEEDLE. THE EYE OPENED LIKE A GATE AND THE CAMEL PASSED THROUGH; AND YET AGAIN, AT PETER'S BIDDING. 18 ONESIPHORUS SAID: YOU ARE A GREAT SORCERER: BUT I SHALL NOT BELIEVE UNLESS I MAY SEND FOR A NEEDLE AND A CAMEL. AND HE SAID SECRETLY TO A SERVANT: BRING A CAMEL AND A NEEDLE, AND FIND A [SEXUALLY] DEFILED WOMAN AND SOME SWINE'S FLESH AND BRING THEM TOO. AND PETER HEARD IT IN THE SPIRIT AND SAID: O SLOW TO BELIEVE, BRING YOUR CAMEL AND WOMAN AND NEEDLE AND FLESH. 19 WHEN THEY WERE BROUGHT PETER STUCK THE NEEDLE IN THE GROUND, WITH THE FLESH, THE WOMAN WAS ON THE CAMEL. HE COMMANDED IT AS BEFORE, AND THE CAMEL WENT THROUGH, AND BACK AGAIN. 20 ONESIPHORUS CRIED OUT, CONVINCED AND SAID: LISTEN. I HAVE LANDS AND VINEVARDS AND 27 LITRAE OF GOLD AND 50 OF SILVER, AND MANY SLAVES: I WILL GIVE MY GOODS TO THE POOR AND FREE MY SLAVES IF I MAY DO A WONDER LIKE YOU. PETER SAID: IF YOU BELIEVE, YOU SHALL. 21 YET HE WAS AFRAID HE MIGHT NOT BE ABLE, BECAUSE HE WAS NOT BAPTIZED, BUT A VOICE CAME: LET HIM DO WHAT HE WILL. SO ONESIPHORUS STOOD BEFORE THE NEEDLE AND CAMEL AND COMMANDED IT TO GO THROUGH AND IT WENT AS FAR AS THE NECK AND STOPPED. AND HE ASKED WHY. 'BECAUSE YOU ARE NOT YET BAPTIZED.' HE WAS CONTENT, AND THE APOSTLES WENT TO HIS HOUSE, AND 1,000 SOULS WERE BAPTIZED THAT NIGHT. 22 NEXT DAY THE WOMAN THAT WAS HUNG IN THE AIR SAID: ALAS THAT I AM NOT WORTHY TO BELIEVE LIKE THE REST! I WILL GIVE ALL MY GOODS TO THE POOR AND MY HOUSE FOR A MONASTERY OF VIRGINS. PETER HEARD IT AND WENT OUT TO HER AND AT HIS WORD SHE WAS LET DOWN UNHURT, AND GAVE HIM FOR THE POOR 4 LITRAE OF GOLD AND MUCH RAIMENT AND HER HOUSE FOR A MONASTERY OF VIRGINS. 23 AND THE APOSTLES CONSECRATED A CHURCH AND ORDAINED CLERGY AND COMMITTED THE PEOPLE TO GOD.
THE ACTS OF ANDREW AND MATTHIAS [MATTHEW]
IN THE CITY OF THE MAN-EATERS
ABOUT THAT TIME ALL THE APOSTLES HAD COME TOGETHER TO THE SAME PLACE, AND SHARED AMONG THEMSELVES THE COUNTRIES, CASTING LOTS, IN ORDER THAT EACH MIGHT GO AWAY INTO THE PART THAT HAD FALLEN TO HIM. BY LOT, THEN, IT FELL TO MATTHIAS TO SET OUT TO THE COUNTRY OF THE MAN-EATERS. AND THE MEN OF THAT CITY USED NEITHER TO EAT BREAD NOR DRINK WINE; BUT THEY ATE THE FLESH OF MEN, AND DRANK THEIR BLOOD. EVERY MAN, THEREFORE, WHO CAME INTO THEIR CITY THEY LAID HOLD OF, AND DIGGING THEY THRUST OUT HIS EYES, AND GAVE HIM A DRUG TO DRINK, PREPARED BY SORCERY AND MAGIC; AND FROM DRINKING THE DRUG HIS HEART WAS ALTERED AND HIS MIND DERANGED. MATTHIAS THEN HAVING COME INTO THE GATE OF THEIR CITY, THE MEN OF THAT CITY LAID HOLD OF HIM, AND THRUST OUT HIS EYES; AND AFTER PUTTING THEM OUT THEY MADE HIM DRINK THE DRUG OF THEIR MAGICAL DECEPTION, AND LED HIM AWAY TO THE PRISON, AND PUT BESIDE HIM GRASS TO EAT, AND HE ATE IT NOT. FOR WHEN HE HAD PARTAKEN OF THEIR DRUG, HIS HEART WAS NOT ALTERED, NOR HIS MIND DERANGED; BUT HE KEPT PRAYING TO GOD, WEEPING, AND SAYING: LORD JESUS CHRIST, FOR WHOSE SAKE WE HAVE FORSAKEN ALL THINGS AND HAVE FOLLOWED YOU, KNOWING THAT YOU ARE THE HELPER OF ALL WHO HOPE IN YOU, ATTEND THEN AND BEHOLD WHAT THEY HAVE DONE TO MATTHIAS YOUR SERVANT, HOW THEY HAVE MADE ME NEAR TO THE BRUTES; FOR YOU ARE HE WHO KNOWS ALL THINGS. IF, THEREFORE, YOU, HAVE ORDAINED THAT THE WICKED MEN IN THIS CITY SHOULD EAT ME UP, I WILL NOT BY ANY MEANS FLEE FROM YOUR DISPENSATION. AFFORD TO ME THEN, O LORD, THE LIGHT OF MINE EYES, THAT AT LEAST I MAY BEHOLD WHAT THE WICKED MEN IN THIS CITY HAVE IN HAND FOR ME; DO NOT FORSAKE ME, O MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND DO NOT GIVE ME UP TO THIS BITTER DEATH. WHILE MATTHIAS WAS THUS PRAYING IN THE PRISON, A LIGHT SHONE, AND THERE CAME FORTH OUT OF THE LIGHT A VOICE SAYING: BELOVED MATTHIAS, RECEIVE YOUR SIGHT. AND IMMEDIATELY HE RECEIVED HIS SIGHT. AND AGAIN, THERE CAME FORTH A VOICE SAYING: BE OF GOOD COURAGE, OUR MATTHIAS, AND BE NOT DISMAYED; FOR I SHALL NOT BY ANY MEANS FORSAKE YOU, FOR I SHALL DELIVER YOU FROM ALL DANGER; AND NOT ONLY YOU, BUT ALSO ALL YOUR BRETHREN WHO ARE WITH YOU: FOR I AM WITH YOU EVERYWHERE AND AT ALL TIMES. BUT REMAIN HERE TWENTY-SEVEN DAYS FOR THE EDIFICATION OF MANY SOULS; AND AFTER THAT I SHALL SEND FORTH ANDREW TO YOU, AND HE SHALL LEAD YOU FORTH OUT OF THIS PRISON; AND NOT YOU ONLY, BUT ALSO ALL WHO HEAR. HAVING SAID THIS, THE SAVIOUR SAID AGAIN TO MATTHIAS, PEACE BE TO YOU, OUR MATTHIAS, AND WENT INTO HEAVEN. THEN MATTHIAS HAVING BEHELD HIM, SAID TO THE LORD: LET YOUR GRACE ABIDE WITH ME, O MY LORD JESUS. THEN MATTHIAS THEREFORE SAT DOWN IN THE PRISON, AND SANG. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT, WHEN THE EXECUTIONERS CAME INTO THE PRISON TO BRING FORTH THE MEN TO EAT THEM, MATTHIAS ALSO SHUT HIS EYES, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BEHOLD THAT HE SAW. AND THE EXECUTIONERS HAVING COME TO HIM, READ THE TICKET IN HIS HAND, AND SAID AMONG THEMSELVES: YET THREE DAYS, AND WE SHALL BRING OUT THIS ONE ALSO FROM THE PRISON, AND SLAY HIM. BECAUSE IN THE CASE OF EVERY MAN WHOM THEY LAID HOLD OF, THEY NOTED THAT DAY ON WHICH THEY LAID HOLD OF HIM, AND TIED A TICKET TO HIS RIGHT HAND, THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THE COMPLETION OF THE THIRTY DAYS. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THE TWENTY-SEVEN DAYS WERE FULFILLED SINCE MATTHIAS WAS SEIZED, THE LORD APPEARED IN THE COUNTRY WHERE ANDREW WAS TEACHING, AND SAID TO HIM: RISE UP, AND SET OUT WITH YOUR DISCIPLES TO THE COUNTRY OF THE MAN-EATERS, AND BRING FORTH MATTHIAS OUT OF THAT PLACE; FOR YET THREE DAYS, AND THE MEN OF THE CITY WILL BRING HIM FORTH AND SLAY HIM FOR THEIR FOOD. AND ANDREW ANSWERED AND SAID: MY LORD, I SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH THE JOURNEY THERE BEFORE THE LIMITED PERIOD OF THE THREE DAYS; BUT SEND YOUR ANGEL QUICKLY, THAT HE MAY BRING HIM OUT THENCE: FOR YOU KNOW, LORD, THAT I ALSO AM FLESH, AND SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO GO THERE QUICKLY. AND HE SAYS TO ANDREW: OBEY HIM WHO MADE YOU, AND HIM WHO IS ABLE TO SAY IN A WORD, AND THAT CITY SHALL BE REMOVED THENCE, AND ALL THAT DWELL IN IT. FOR I COMMAND THE HORNS OF THE WINDS, AND THEY DRIVE IT THENCE. BUT RISE UP EARLY, AND GO DOWN TO THE SEA WITH YOUR DISCIPLES, AND YOU SHALL FIND A BOAT UPON THE SHORE, AND YOU SHALL GO ABOARD WITH YOUR DISCIPLES. AND HAVING SAID THIS, THE SAVIOUR AGAIN SAID: PEACE TO YOU, ANDREW, ALONG WITH THOSE WITH YOU! AND HE WENT INTO THE HEAVENS. AND ANDREW HAVING RISEN UP EARLY, PROCEEDED TO THE SEA ALONG WITH HIS DISCIPLES, AND HAVING COME DOWN TO THE SHORE, HE SAW A LITTLE BOAT, AND IN THE BOAT THREE MEN SITTING. FOR THE LORD BY HIS OWN POWER HAD PREPARED A BOAT, AND HE IT WAS IN HUMAN SHAPE A PILOT IN THE BOAT; AND HE BROUGHT TWO ANGELS WHOM HE MADE TO APPEAR LIKE MEN, AND THEY WERE IN THE BOAT SITTING. ANDREW, THEREFORE, HAVING BEHELD THE BOAT, AND THE THREE WHO WERE IN IT, REJOICED WITH EXCEEDING GREAT JOY; AND HAVING GONE TO THEM, HE SAID: WHERE ARE YOU GOING, BRETHREN, WITH THIS LITTLE BOAT? AND THE LORD ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM: WE ARE GOING TO THE COUNTRY OF THE MAN-EATERS. AND ANDREW HAVING BEHELD JESUS, DID NOT RECOGNISE HIM, FOR JESUS WAS HIDING HIS GODHEAD, AND HE APPEARED TO ANDREW LIKE A PILOT. AND JESUS HAVING HEARD ANDREW SAYING, I TOO AM GOING TO THE COUNTRY OF THE MAN-EATERS, SAYS TO HIM: EVERY MAN AVOIDS THAT CITY, AND HOW ARE YOU GOING THERE? AND ANDREW ANSWERED AND SAID: WE HAVE SOME SMALL BUSINESS TO DO THERE, AND WE MUST GET THROUGH WITH IT, BUT IF YOU CAN, DO US THIS KINDNESS TO CONVEY US TO THE COUNTRY OF THE MAN-EATERS, TO WHICH ALSO YOU INTEND TO GO. JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID TO THEM: COME ON BOARD. AND ANDREW SAID: I WISH TO MAKE SOME EXPLANATION TO YOU, YOUNG MAN, BEFORE WE COME ON BOARD YOUR BOAT. AND JESUS SAID: SAY WHAT YOU WILL. AND ANDREW SAID TO HIM: WE HAVE NO PASSAGE-MONEY TO GIVE YOU; WE HAVE NOT EVEN BREAD FOR OUR NOURISHMENT. AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM: HOW, THEN, ARE YOU GOING AWAY WITHOUT GIVING US THE PASSAGE-MONEY, AND WITHOUT HAVING BREAD FOR YOUR NOURISHMENT? AND ANDREW SAID TO JESUS, LISTEN, BROTHER; DO NOT THINK THAT IT IS THROUGH MASTERFULNESS THAT WE DO NOT GIVE YOU OUR PASSAGE-MONEY, BUT WE ARE DISCIPLES OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE GOOD GOD. FOR HE CHOSE FOR HIMSELF US TWELVE, AND GAVE US SUCH A COMMANDMENT, SAYING, WHEN YOU GO TO PREACH, DO NOT CARRY MONEY IN THE JOURNEY, NOR BREAD, NOR BAG, NOR SHOES, NOR STAFF, NOR TWO COATS. IF, THEREFORE, YOU WILL DO US THE KINDNESS, BROTHER, TELL US AT ONCE; IF NOT, LET US KNOW, AND WE SHALL GO AND SEEK ANOTHER BOAT FOR OURSELVES. AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID TO ANDREW: IF THIS IS THE COMMANDMENT WHICH YOU RECEIVED, AND YOU KEEP IT, COME ON BOARD MY BOAT WITH ALL JOY. FOR I REALLY WISH YOU, THE DISCIPLES OF HIM WHO IS CALLED JESUS, TO COME ON BOARD MY BOAT, RATHER THAN THOSE WHO GIVE ME OF THEIR SILVER AND GOLD; FOR I AM ALTOGETHER WORTHY THAT THE APOSTLE OF THE LORD SHOULD COME ON BOARD MY BOAT. AND ANDREW ANSWERED AND SAID: PERMIT ME, BROTHER, MAY THE LORD GRANT YOU GLORY AND HONOUR. AND ANDREW WENT ON BOARD THE BOAT WITH HIS DISCIPLES. AND HAVING GONE ON BOARD, HE SAT DOWN BY THE BOAT'S SAIL. AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID TO ONE OF THE ANGELS: RISE AND GO DOWN TO THE HOLD OF THE BOAT, AND BRING UP THREE LOAVES, THAT THE MEN MAY EAT, LEST PERCHANCE THEY BE HUNGRY, FROM HAVING COME TO US OFF A LONG JOURNEY. AND HE ROSE AND WENT DOWN TO THE HOLD OF THE BOAT, AND BROUGHT UP THREE LOAVES, AS THE LORD COMMANDED HIM, AND HE GAVE THEM THE LOAVES. THEN JESUS SAID TO ANDREW: RISE UP, BROTHER, WITH YOUR FRIENDS; PARTAKE OF FOOD, THAT YOU MAY BE STRONG TO BEAR THE TOSSING OF THE SEA. AND ANDREW ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES: MY CHILDREN, WE HAVE FOUND GREAT KINDNESS FROM THIS MAN. STAND UP, THEN, AND PARTAKE OF THE NOURISHMENT OF BREAD, THAT YOU MAY BE STRONG TO BEAR THE TOSSING OF THE SEA. AND HIS DISCIPLES WERE NOT ABLE TO ANSWER HIM A WORD, FOR THEY WERE IN DISTRESS BECAUSE OF THE SEA. THEN JESUS FORCED ANDREW TO PARTAKE HIMSELF ALSO OF THE NOURISHMENT OF BREAD ALONG WITH HIS DISCIPLES. AND ANDREW ANSWERED AND SAID TO JESUS, NOT KNOWING THAT IT WAS JESUS: BROTHER, MAY THE LORD GIVE YOU HEAVENLY BREAD OUT OF HIS KINGDOM. ALLOW ME THEN BROTHER, FOR YOU SEE THE CHILDREN, THAT THEY ARE DISTRESSED BECAUSE OF THE SEA. AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID TO ANDREW: ASSUREDLY THE BRETHREN ARE WITHOUT EXPERIENCE OF THE SEA; BUT INQUIRE OF THEM WHETHER THEY WANT TO GO TO LAND, AND YOURSELF TO REMAIN, UNTIL YOU SHALL FINISH YOUR BUSINESS, AND AGAIN COME BACK TO THEM. THEN ANDREW SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES: MY CHILDREN, DO YOU WISH TO GO TO THE LAND, AND ME TO REMAIN HERE UNTIL I SHALL FINISH MY BUSINESS FOR WHICH I HAVE BEEN SENT? AND THEY ANSWERED AND SAID TO ANDREW: IF WE GO AWAY FROM YOU, MAY WE BECOME STRANGERS TO THE GOOD THINGS WHICH THE LORD HAS PROVIDED FOR US. NOW, THEREFORE, WE ARE WITH YOU, WHEREVER YOU MAY GO. JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID TO ANDREW: IF YOU ARE TRULY A DISCIPLE OF HIM WHO IS CALLED JESUS, TELL YOUR DISCIPLES THE MIRACLES WHICH YOUR TEACHER DID, THAT THEIR SOUL MAY REJOICE, AND THAT THEY MAY FORGET THE FEAR OF THE SEA, FOR, BEHOLD, WE ARE GOING TO TAKE THE BOAT OFF FROM THE LAND. AND IMMEDIATELY JESUS SAID TO ONE OF THE ANGELS: LET GO THE BOAT; AND HE LET GO THE BOAT FROM THE LAND. AND JESUS CAME AND SAT DOWN BESIDE THE RUDDER, AND STEERED THE BOAT. THEN ANDREW EXHORTED AND COMFORTED HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING: MY CHILDREN, WHO HAVE GIVEN UP YOUR LIFE TO THE LORD, FEAR NOT, FOR THE LORD WILL NOT AT ALL FORSAKE YOU FOREVER. FOR AT THAT TIME WHEN I WAS ALONE WITH OUR LORD, WE WENT ON BOARD THE BOAT WITH HIM, AND HE LAY DOWN TO SLEEP IN THE BOAT, TRYING US; FOR HE WAS NOT FAST ASLEEP. AND A GREAT WIND HAVING ARISEN, AND THE SEA BEING STORMY, SO THAT THE WAVES WERE UPLIFTED, AND CAME UNDER THE SAIL OF THE BOAT, AND WHEN WE WERE IN GREAT FEAR, THE LORD STOOD UP AND REBUKED THE WINDS, AND THERE WAS A CALM IN THE SEA; FOR ALL THINGS FEARED HIM, AS BEING MADE BY HIM. NOW, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN, FEAR NOT. FOR THE LORD JESUS WILL NOT AT ALL FORSAKE US. AND HAVING SAID THIS, THE HOLY ANDREW PRAYED IN HIS HEART THAT HIS DISCIPLES MIGHT BE LED TO SLEEP. AND AS ANDREW WAS PRAYING, HIS DISCIPLES FELL ASLEEP. AND ANDREW, TURNING [A] ROUND TO THE LORD, NOT KNOWING THAT IT WAS THE LORD, SAID TO HIM: TELL ME, O MAN, AND SHOW ME THE SKILL OF YOUR STEERING, FOR I HAVE NEVER SEEN ANY MAN SO STEERING IN THE SEA AS I NOW SEE YOU. FOR SIXTEEN YEARS HAVE I SAILED THE SEA, AND BEHOLD THIS IS THE SEVENTEENTH, AND I HAVE NOT SEEN SUCH SKILL; FOR TRULY THE BOAT IS JUST AS IF ON LAND. SHOW ME THEN, YOUNG MAN, YOUR SKILL. THEN JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID TO ANDREW: WE ALSO HAVE OFTEN SAILED THE SEA, AND BEEN IN DANGER; BUT SINCE YOU ARE A DISCIPLE OF HIM CALLED JESUS, THE SEA HAS RECOGNIZED YOU THAT YOU ARE RIGHTEOUS, AND HAS BECOME CALM, AND HAS NOT LIFTED ITS WAVES AGAINST THE BOAT. THEN ANDREW CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING: I THANK YOU, MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, THAT I HAVE MET A MAN WHO GLORIFIES YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID: O ANDREW, TELL ME, YOU DISCIPLE OF HIM CALLED JESUS, WHEREFORE THE UNBELIEVING JEWS DID NOT BELIEVE IN HIM, SAYING THAT HE WAS NOT GOD, BUT MAN. SHOW ME, O DISCIPLE OF HIM CALLED JESUS; FOR I HAVE HEARD THAT HE SHOWED HIS GODHEAD TO HIS DISCIPLES. AND ANDREW ANSWERED AND SAID: TRULY, BROTHER, HE SHOWED US THAT HE WAS GOD. DO NOT THINK, THEN, THAT HE IS MAN. FOR HE MADE THE HEAVEN, AND THE EARTH, AND THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM. AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID: HOW THEN DID THE JEWS NOT BELIEVE HIM? PERHAPS HE DID NOT DO MIRACLES BEFORE THEM? ANDREW SAID: HAVE YOU NOT HEARD OF THE MIRACLES WHICH HE DID BEFORE THEM? HE MADE THE BLIND SEE, THE LAME WALK, THE DEAF HEAR; HE CLEANSED LEPERS, HE CHANGED WATER INTO WINE; AND HAVING TAKEN FIVE LOAVES AND TWO FISHES, HE MADE A CROWD RECLINE ON THE GRASS, AND HAVING BLESSED, HE GAVE THEM TO EAT; AND THOSE THAT ATE WERE FIVE THOUSAND MEN, AND THEY WERE FILLED: AND THEY TOOK UP WHAT WAS OVER TO THEM TWELVE BASKETS OF FRAGMENTS. AND AFTER ALL THESE THINGS THEY DID NOT BELIEVE HIM. AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID TO ANDREW: PERHAPS HE DID THESE MIRACLES BEFORE THE PEOPLE, AND NOT BEFORE THE CHIEF PRIESTS, AND BECAUSE OF THIS THEY DID NOT BELIEVE HIM. AND ANDREW ANSWERED AND SAID: NAY, BROTHER, HE DID THEM ALSO BEFORE THE CHIEF PRIESTS, NOT ONLY OPENLY, BUT ALSO IN SECRET, AND THEY DID NOT BELIEVE HIM. JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID: WHAT ARE THE MIRACLES WHICH HE DID IN SECRET? DISCLOSE THEM TO ME. AND ANDREW ANSWERED AND SAID: O MAN, WHO HAST THE SPIRIT OF INQUISITIVENESS, WHY DO YOU PUT ME TO THE TEST? AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID: I DO NOT PUT YOU TO THE TEST BY SAYING THIS, O DISCIPLE OF HIM CALLED JESUS, BUT MY SOUL REJOICES AND EXULTS, AND NOT ONLY MINE, BUT ALSO EVERY SOUL THAT HEARS THE WONDERS OF JESUS. AND ANDREW ANSWERED AND SAID: O CHILD, THE LORD SHALL FILL YOUR SOUL WITH ALL JOY AND ALL GOOD, AS YOU HAVE PERSUADED ME NOW TO RELATE TO YOU THE MIRACLES WHICH OUR LORD DID IN [TOP] SECRET. IT CAME TO PASS AS WE, THE TWELVE DISCIPLES, WERE GOING WITH OUR LORD INTO A TEMPLE OF THE GENTILES, THAT HE MIGHT MAKE KNOWN TO US THE IGNORANCE OF THE DEVIL, THAT THE CHIEF PRIESTS, HAVING BEHELD US FOLLOWING JESUS, SAID TO US, O WRETCHES, WHY DO YOU WALK WITH HIM WHO SAYS, I AM THE SON OF GOD? DO YOU MEAN TO SAY THAT GOD HAS A SON? WHICH OF YOU HAS EVER AT ANY TIME SEEN GOD ASSOCIATING WITH A WOMAN? IS NOT THIS THE SON OF JOSEPH THE CARPENTER, AND HIS MOTHER IS MARY, AND HIS BROTHERS JAMES AND SIMON? AND WHEN WE HEARD THESE WORDS, OUR HEARTS WERE TURNED INTO WEAKNESS. AND JESUS, HAVING KNOWN THAT OUR HEARTS WERE GIVING WAY, TOOK US INTO A DESERT PLACE, AND DID GREAT MIRACLES BEFORE US, AND DISPLAYED TO US ALL HIS GODHEAD. AND WE SPOKE TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS, SAYING, COME YE ALSO, AND SEE; FOR, BEHOLD, HE HAS PERSUADED US. AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS HAVING COME, WENT WITH US; AND WHEN WE HAD GONE INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE GENTILES, JESUS SHOWED US THE HEAVEN, THAT WE MIGHT KNOW WHETHER THE THINGS WERE TRUE OR NOT. AND THERE WENT IN ALONG WITH US THIRTY MEN OF THE PEOPLE, AND FOUR CHIEF PRIESTS. AND JESUS, HAVING LOOKED ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON THE LEFT OF THE TEMPLE, SAW TWO SCULPTURED SPHINXES, ONE ON THE RIGHT AND ONE ON THE LEFT. AND JESUS HAVING TURNED TO US, SAID, BEHOLD THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, FOR THESE ARE LIKE THE CHERUBIM AND THE SERAPHIM WHICH ARE IN HEAVEN. THEN JESUS, HAVING LOOKED TO THE RIGHT, WHERE THE SPHINX WAS, SAID TO IT, I SAY UNTO YOU, YOU IMAGE OF THAT WHICH IS IN HEAVEN, WHICH THE HANDS OF CRAFTSMEN HAVE SCULPTURED, BE SEPARATED FROM YOUR PLACE, AND COME DOWN, AND ANSWER AND CONVICT THE CHIEF PRIESTS, AND SHOW THEM WHETHER I AM GOD OR MAN. AND IMMEDIATELY AT THAT VERY TIME THE SPHINX REMOVED FROM ITS PLACE, AND HAVING ASSUMED A HUMAN VOICE, SAID, O FOOLISH SONS OF ISRAEL, NOT ONLY HAS THE BLINDING OF THEIR OWN HEARTS NOT BEEN ENOUGH FOR THEM, BUT THEY ALSO WISH OTHERS TO BE BLIND LIKE THEMSELVES, SAYING THAT GOD IS MAN, WHO IN THE BEGINNING FASHIONED MAN, AND PUT HIS BREATH INTO ALL, WHO GAVE MOTION TO THOSE THINGS WHICH MOVED NOT; HE IT IS WHO CALLED ABRAHAM, WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIS SON ISAAC, WHO BROUGHT BACK HIS BELOVED JACOB INTO HIS LAND; HE IS THE JUDGE OF LIVING AND DEAD; HE IT IS WHO PREPARES GREAT BENEFITS FOR THOSE WHO OBEY HIM, AND PREPARES PUNISHMENT FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVE HIM NOT. HEED NOT THAT I AM AN IDOL THAT CAN BE HANDLED; FOR I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THE SACRED PLACES OF YOUR SYNAGOGUE ARE MORE EXCELLENT. FOR THOUGH WE ARE STONES, THE PRIESTS HAVE GIVEN US ONLY THE NAME OF A GOD; AND THOSE PRIESTS WHO SERVE THE TEMPLE PURIFY THEMSELVES, BEING AFRAID OF THE DEMONS: FOR IF THEY HAVE HAD [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH WOMEN, THEY PURIFY THEMSELVES SEVEN DAYS, BECAUSE OF THEIR FEAR; SO THAT THEY DO NOT COME INTO THE TEMPLE BECAUSE OF US, BECAUSE OF THE NAME WHICH THEY HAVE GIVEN US, THAT WE ARE A GOD. BUT YOU, IF YOU HAVE COMMITTED FORNICATION, TAKE UP THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD, AND GO INTO THE SYNAGOGUE OF GOD, AND PURIFY, AND READ, AND DO NOT REVERENCE THE GLORIOUS WORDS OF GOD. BECAUSE OF THIS, I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THE HOLY THINGS PURIFY YOUR SYNAGOGUES, SO THAT THEY ALSO BECOME CHURCHES OF HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON. THE SPHINX HAVING SAID THIS, CEASED SPEAKING. AND WE SAID TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS, NOW IT IS FITTING THAT YOU SHOULD BELIEVE, BECAUSE EVEN THE STONES HAVE CONVICTED YOU. AND THE JEWS ANSWERED AND SAID, BY MAGIC THESE STONES SPEAK, AND DO NOT YOU THINK THAT IT IS A GOD? FOR IF YOU HAVE TESTED WHAT HAS BEEN SAID BY THE STONE, YOU HAVE ASCERTAINED ITS DECEPTION. FOR WHERE DID HE FIND ABRAHAM, OR HOW DID HE SEE HIM? FOR ABRAHAM DIED MANY YEARS BEFORE HE WAS BORN, AND HOW DOES HE KNOW HIM? AND JESUS, HAVING AGAIN TURNED TO THE IMAGE, SAID TO IT, BECAUSE THESE BELIEVE NOT THAT I HAVE SPOKEN WITH ABRAHAM, GO AWAY INTO THE LAND OF THE CANAANITES, AND GO AWAY TO THE DOUBLE CAVE IN THE FIELD OF MAMRE, WHERE THE BODY OF ABRAHAM IS, AND CRY OUTSIDE OF THE TOMB, SAYING, ABRAHAM, ABRAHAM, WHOSE BODY IS IN THE TOMB, AND WHOSE SOUL IS IN PARADISE, THUS SPEAKS HE WHO FASHIONED MAN, WHO MADE YOU FROM THE BEGINNING HIS FRIEND, RISE UP, YOU AND YOUR SON ISAAC, AND THE SON OF YOUR SON JACOB, AND COME TO THE TEMPLES OF THE JEBUSITES, THAT WE MAY CONVICT THE CHIEF PRIESTS, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY KNOW THAT I AM ACQUAINTED WITH YOU, AND YOU WITH ME. AND WHEN THE SPHINX HEARD THESE WORDS, IMMEDIATELY SHE WALKED ABOUT IN THE PRESENCE OF US ALL, AND SET OUT FOR THE LAND OF THE CANAANITES TO THE FIELD OF MAMRE, AND CRIED OUTSIDE OF THE TOMB, AS GOD HAD COMMANDED HER. AND STRAIGHTWAY THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS CAME FORTH ALIVE OUT OF THE TOMB, AND ANSWERED AND SAID TO HER, TO WHICH OF US HAVE YOU BEEN SENT? AND THE SPHINX ANSWERED AND SAID, I HAVE BEEN SENT TO THE THREE PATRIARCHS FOR TESTIMONY; BUT DO YE GO IN, AND REST UNTIL THE TIME OF THE RESURRECTION. AND HAVING HEARD, THEY WENT INTO THE TOMB AND FELL ASLEEP. AND THE THREE PATRIARCHS SET OUT ALONG WITH THE SPHINX TO JESUS, AND CONVICTED THE CHIEF PRIESTS. AND JESUS SAID TO THEM, GO AWAY TO YOUR PLACES; AND THEY WENT AWAY. AND HE SAID ALSO TO THE IMAGE, GO UP TO YOUR PLACE; AND STRAIGHTWAY SHE WENT UP AND STOOD IN HER PLACE. AND HE DID ALSO MANY OTHER MIRACLES, AND THEY DID NOT BELIEVE HIM; WHICH MIRACLES, IF I SHALL RECOUNT, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO BEAR. AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM: I CAN BEAR IT; FOR I PRUDENTLY LISTEN TO PROFITABLE WORDS. AND WHEN THE BOAT WAS ABOUT TO COME NEAR THE LAND, JESUS BENT DOWN HIS HEAD UPON ONE OF HIS ANGELS, AND WAS QUIET. AND ANDREW CEASED SPEAKING; AND HE ALSO, RECLINING HIS HEAD UPON ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES, FELL ASLEEP. AND JESUS SAID TO HIS ANGELS: SPREAD YOUR HANDS UNDER HIM, AND CARRY ANDREW AND HIS DISCIPLES, AND GO AND PUT THEM OUTSIDE OF THE CITY OF THE MAN-EATERS; AND HAVING LAID THEM ON THE GROUND, RETURN TO ME. AND THE ANGELS DID AS JESUS COMMANDED THEM, AND THE ANGELS RETURNED TO JESUS: AND HE WENT UP INTO THE HEAVENS WITH HIS ANGELS. AND WHEN IT WAS MORNING, ANDREW, HAVING AWAKENED AND LOOKED UP, FOUND HIMSELF SITTING ON THE GROUND; AND HAVING LOOKED, HE SAW HIS DISCIPLES SLEEPING ON THE GROUND: AND HE WAKENED THEM, AND SAID TO THEM: RISE UP, MY CHILDREN, AND KNOW THE GREAT DISPENSATION THAT HAS HAPPENED TO US, AND LEARN THAT THE LORD WAS WITH US IN THE BOAT, AND WE KNEW HIM NOT, FOR HE TRANSFORMED HIMSELF AS IF HE WERE A PILOT IN THE BOAT, AND HUMBLED HIMSELF, AND APPEARED TO US AS A MAN, PUTTING US TO THE TEST. AND ANDREW, RECOVERING HIMSELF, SAID: LORD, I RECOGNISED YOUR EXCELLENT WORDS, BUT YOU DID NOT MANIFEST YOURSELF TO ME, AND BECAUSE OF THIS I DID NOT KNOW YOU. AND HIS DISCIPLES ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM: FATHER ANDREW, DO NOT THINK THAT WE KNEW WHEN YOU WERE SPEAKING WITH HIM IN THE BOAT, FOR WE WERE WEIGHED DOWN BY A MOST HEAVY SLEEP; AND EAGLES CAME DOWN OUT OF THE HEAVENS, AND LIFTED UP OUR SOULS, AND TOOK THEM AWAY INTO THE PARADISE IN HEAVEN, AND WE SAW GREAT WONDERS. FOR WE BEHELD OUR LORD JESUS SITTING ON A THRONE OF GLORY, AND ALL THE ANGELS ROUND ABOUT HIM. WE BEHELD ALSO ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND ALL THE SAINTS; AND DAVID PRAISED HIM WITH A SONG UPON HIS HARP. AND WE BEHELD THERE YOU THE TWELVE APOSTLES STANDING BY IN THE PRESENCE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND OUTSIDE OF YOU TWELVE ANGELS ROUND ABOUT YOU, AND EACH ANGEL STANDING BEHIND EACH OF YOU, AND THEY WERE LIKE YOU IN APPEARANCE. AND WE HEARD THE LORD SAYING TO THE ANGELS, LISTEN TO THE APOSTLES IN ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER THEY SHALL ASK YOU. THESE ARE THE THINGS WHICH WE HAVE SEEN, FATHER ANDREW, UNTIL YOU WOKE US; AND ANGELS, WHO APPEARED LIKE EAGLES, BROUGHT OUR SOULS INTO OUR BODIES. THEN ANDREW, HAVING HEARD, REJOICED WITH GREAT JOY THAT HIS DISCIPLES HAD BEEN DEEMED WORTHY TO BEHOLD THESE WONDERFUL THINGS. AND ANDREW LOOKED UP INTO HEAVEN, AND SAID: APPEAR TO ME, LORD JESUS CHRIST; FOR I KNOW THAT YOU ARE NOT FAR FROM YOUR SERVANTS. PARDON ME, LORD, FOR WHAT I HAVE DONE; FOR I HAVE BEHELD YOU AS A MAN IN THE BOAT, AND I HAVE CONVERSED WITH YOU AS WITH A MAN. NOW THEREFORE, LORD, MANIFEST YOURSELF TO ME IN THIS PLACE. AND WHEN ANDREW HAD SAID THIS, JESUS APPEARED TO HIM IN THE LIKENESS OF A MOST BEAUTIFUL LITTLE CHILD. AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID: HAIL, OUR ANDREW! AND ANDREW, HAVING BEHELD HIM, WORSHIPPED HIM, SAYING: PARDON ME, LORD JESUS CHRIST, FOR I SAW YOU LIKE A MAN ON THE SEA, AND CONVERSED WITH YOU. WHAT IS THERE, THEN, WHEREIN I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, MY LORD JESUS, THAT YOU DID NOT MANIFEST YOURSELF TO ME ON THE SEA? AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID TO ANDREW: YOU HAVE NOT [SEXUALLY] SINNED, BUT I DID THIS TO YOU BECAUSE YOU SAID, I SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO GO TO THE CITY OF THE MAN-EATERS IN THREE DAYS; AND I HAVE SHOWED YOU THAT I AM ABLE TO DO ALL THINGS, AND TO APPEAR TO EVERY ONE AS I WISH. NOW THEREFORE RISE UP, GO INTO THE CITY TO MATTHIAS, AND BRING HIM FORTH OUT OF THE PRISON, AND ALL THE STRANGERS THAT ARE WITH HIM. FOR, BEHOLD, I SHOW YOU, ANDREW, WHAT YOU MUST SUFFER BEFORE GOING INTO THIS CITY. THEY WILL HEAP UPON YOU TORTURES AND INSULTS, AND SCATTER YOUR FLESH IN THE WAYS AND THE STREETS, AND YOUR BLOOD SHALL FLOW TO THE GROUND, BUT THEY ARE NOT ABLE TO PUT YOU TO DEATH; BUT ENDURE, JUST AS YOU SAW ME BEATEN, INSULTED, AND CRUCIFIED: FOR THERE ARE THOSE WHO ARE DESTINED TO BELIEVE IN THIS CITY. AND HAVING SAID THIS, THE SAVIOUR WENT INTO THE HEAVENS. AND ANDREW WENT INTO THE CITY ALONG WITH HIS DISCIPLES, AND NO ONE BEHELD HIM. AND WHEN HE CAME TO THE PRISON, HE SAW SEVEN WARDERS STANDING AT THE GATE GUARDING, AND HE PRAYED WITHIN HIMSELF, AND THEY FELL DOWN AND EXPIRED; AND HE MARKED THE GATE WITH THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, AND IT OPENED OF ITS OWN ACCORD. AND HAVING GONE IN WITH HIS DISCIPLES, HE FOUND MATTHIAS SITTING AND SINGING; AND SEEING HIM, HE STOOD UP, AND THEY SALUTED EACH OTHER WITH A HOLY KISS; AND HE SAID TO MATTHIAS: BROTHER, HOW HAVE YOU BEEN FOUND HERE? FOR YET THREE DAYS, AND THEY WILL BRING YOU OUT TO BE FOOD FOR THEM. WHERE ARE THE GREAT MYSTERIES WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN TAUGHT, AND THE WONDERFUL THINGS WHICH WE HAVE BELIEVED? AND MATTHIAS SAID TO HIM: DID YOU NOT HEAR THE LORD SAYING, I SHALL SEND YOU LIKE SHEEP INTO THE MIDST OF WOLVES? THEY STRAIGHTWAY BROUGHT ME INTO THE PRISON, AND I PRAYED TO THE LORD, AND HE SAID TO ME, REMAIN HERE TWENTY-SEVEN DAYS, AND I SHALL SEND YOU ANDREW, AND HE WILL BRING YOU FORTH OUT OF THE PRISON. AND NOW, BEHOLD, IT HAS COME TO PASS AS THE LORD SAID. THEN ANDREW, HAVING LOOKED, SAW THREE MEN SHUT UP EATING GRASS NAKED; AND HE BEAT HIS BREAST, AND SAID: CONSIDER, O LORD, WHAT THE MEN SUFFER; HOW HAVE THEY MADE THEM LIKE THE IRRATIONAL BRUTES? AND HE SAYS TO SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]: WOE TO YOU, THE [FUCKING] DEVIL, THE [SEXUAL] ENEMY OF GOD, AND TO YOUR ANGELS, BECAUSE THE STRANGERS HERE HAVE DONE NOTHING TO YOU; AND HOW HAVE YOU BROUGHT UPON THEM THE PUNISHMENT? HOW LONG WILL YOU WAR AGAINST THE HUMAN RACE? YOU BROUGHT FORTH ADAM OUT OF PARADISE, AND CAUSED MEN TO BE MIXED UP WITH TRANSGRESSION; AND THE LORD WAS ENRAGED, AND BROUGHT ON THE DELUGE SO AS TO SWEEP MAN AWAY. AND AGAIN HAVE YOU MADE YOUR APPEARANCE IN THIS CITY TOO, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY MAKE THOSE WHO ARE HERE EAT MEN, THAT THE END OF THEM ALSO MAY BE IN EXECRATION AND DESTRUCTION, THINKING IN YOURSELF THAT GOD WILL SWEEP AWAY THE WORK, OF HIS HANDS, HAVE YOU NOT HEARD THAT GOD SAID, I WILL NOT BRING A DELUGE UPON THE EARTH? BUT IF THERE IS ANY PUNISHMENT PREPARED, IT IS FOR THE SAKE OF TAKING VENGEANCE UPON YOU. THEN HE STOOD UP, AND ANDREW AND MATTHIAS PRAYED; AND AFTER THE PRAYER ANDREW LAID HIS HANDS UPON THE FACES OF THE BLIND MEN WHO WERE IN THE PRISON, AND STRAIGHTWAY THEY ALL RECEIVED THEIR SIGHT. AND AGAIN, HE LAID HIS HAND UPON THEIR HEARTS, AND THEIR MINDS WERE CHANGED INTO HUMAN REASON. THEN ANDREW ANSWERED THEM: RISE UP, AND GO INTO THE LOWER PARTS OF THE CITY, AND YOU SHALL FIND IN THE WAY A GREAT FIG-TREE, AND SIT UNDER THE FIG-TREE, AND EAT OF ITS FRUIT, UNTIL I COME TO YOU; BUT IF I DELAY COMING THERE, YOU WILL FIND ABUNDANCE OF FOOD FOR YOURSELVES: FOR THE FRUIT SHALL NOT FAIL FROM THE FIG-TREE, BUT ACCORDING AS YOU EAT IT SHALL PRODUCE MORE FRUIT, AND NOURISH YOU, AS THE LORD HAS SAID. AND THEY ANSWERED AND SAID TO ANDREW: GO ALONG WITH US, O OUR MASTER, LEST PERCHANCE THE WICKED MEN OF THIS CITY AGAIN SEE US, AND SHUT US UP, AND INFLICT UPON US GREATER AND MORE DREADFUL TORTURES THAN THEY HAVE INFLICTED UPON US. AND ANDREW ANSWERED AND SAID TO THEM: GO; FOR IN TRUTH I SAY TO YOU, THAT AS YOU GO, NOT A DOG SHALL BARK WITH HIS TONGUE AGAINST YOU. AND THERE WERE IN ALL TWO HUNDRED AND SEVENTY MEN AND FORTY-NINE WOMEN WHOM ANDREW RELEASED FROM THE PRISON. AND THE MEN WENT AS THE BLESSED ANDREW SAID TO THEM; AND HE MADE MATTHIAS GO ALONG WITH HIS DISCIPLES OUT OF THE EASTERN GATE OF THE CITY. AND ANDREW COMMANDED A CLOUD, AND THE CLOUD TOOK UP MATTHIAS AND THE DISCIPLES OF ANDREW; AND THE CLOUD SET THEM DOWN ON THE MOUNTAIN WHERE PETER WAS TEACHING, AND THEY REMAINED BESIDE HIM. AND ANDREW, HAVING GONE FORTH FROM THE PRISON, WALKED ABOUT IN THE CITY; AND HAVING SEEN A BRAZEN PILLAR, AND A STATUE STANDING UPON IT, HE CAME AND SAT DOWN BEHIND THAT PILLAR UNTIL HE SHOULD SEE WHAT SHOULD HAPPEN. AND IT HAPPENED THAT THE EXECUTIONERS WENT TO THE PRISON TO BRING OUT THE MEN FOR THEIR FOOD, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM; AND THEY FOUND THE DOORS OF THE PRISON OPENED, AND THE GUARDS THAT GUARDED IT LYING DEAD UPON THE GROUND. AND STRAIGHTWAY THEY WENT, AND REPORTED TO THE RULERS OF THE CITY, SAYING: WE FOUND THE PRISON OPENED, AND HAVING GONE INSIDE WE FOUND NOBODY; BUT WE FOUND THE GUARDS LYING DEAD UPON THE GROUND. AND THE RULERS HAVING HEARD THIS, SAID AMONG THEMSELVES: WHAT, THEN, HAS HAPPENED? YOU DO NOT MEAN TO SAY THAT SOME PERSONS HAVE GONE INTO THE PRISON OF THE CITY, AND HAVE KILLED THE WARDERS, AND TAKEN AWAY THOSE THAT WERE SHUT UP? AND THEY SPOKE TO THE EXECUTIONERS, SAYING: GO TO THE PRISON, AND BRING THE MEN THAT ARE DEAD, THAT WE MAY EAT THEM UP TODAY. AND LET US GO TOMORROW, AND BRING TOGETHER ALL THE OLD MEN OF THE CITY, THAT THEY MAY CAST LOTS UPON THEMSELVES, UNTIL THE SEVEN LOTS COME, AND WE SLAY SEVEN EACH DAY. AND THEY SHALL BE TO US FOR FOOD UNTIL WE MAY CHOOSE YOUNG MEN, AND PUT THEM IN BOATS AS SAILORS, THAT THEY MAY GO AWAY TO THE COUNTRIES ROUND ABOUT, AND ATTACK THEM, AND BRING SOME MEN HERE, THAT THEY MAY BE FOR FOOD TO US. AND THE EXECUTIONERS WENT TO THE PRISON, AND BROUGHT THE SEVEN MEN THAT WERE DEAD; AND THERE WAS AN OVEN BUILT IN THE MIDST OF THE CITY, AND THERE LAY IN THE OVEN A LARGE TROUGH IN WHICH THEY KILLED THE MEN, AND THEIR BLOOD RAN DOWN INTO THE TROUGH, AND THEY DREW OUT OF THE BLOOD AND DRANK IT. AND THEY BROUGHT THE MEN, AND. PUT THEM INTO THE TROUGH. AND WHEN THE EXECUTIONERS WERE LIFTING THEIR HANDS AGAINST THEM, ANDREW HEARD A VOICE, SAYING: BEHOLD, ANDREW, WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS CITY. AND ANDREW HAVING BEHELD, PRAYED TO THE LORD, SAYING: LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO ORDERED ME TO COME INTO THIS CITY, DO NOT SUFFER THOSE IN THIS CITY TO DO ANY EVIL, BUT LET THE KNIVES GO OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE WICKED ONES. AND STRAIGHTWAY THE KNIVES OF THE WICKED MEN FELL, AND THEIR HANDS WERE TURNED INTO STONE. AND THE RULERS, HAVING SEEN WHAT HAD HAPPENED, WEPT, SAYING: WOE UNTO US, FOR HERE ARE THE MAGICIANS WHO HAVE GONE INTO THE PRISON, AND BROUGHT OUT THE MEN; FOR, BEHOLD, THEY HAVE BEWITCHED THESE ALSO. WHAT, THEN, SHALL WE DO? LET US GO NOW, AND GATHER TOGETHER THE OLD MEN OF THE CITY, SEEING THAT WE ARE HUNGRY. AND THEY WENT AND GATHERED THEM TOGETHER, AND FOUND TWO HUNDRED AND SEVENTEEN; AND THEY BROUGHT THEM TO THE RULERS, AND THEY MADE THEM CAST LOTS, AND THE LOT CAME UPON SEVEN OLD MEN. AND ONE OF THOSE TAKEN BY LOT ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE OFFICERS: I PRAY YOU, I HAVE FOR MYSELF ONE SON; TAKE HIM, AND SLAY HIM INSTEAD OF ME, AND LET ME GO. AND THE OFFICERS ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM: WE CANNOT TAKE YOUR SON, UNLESS WE BRING HIM FIRST TO OUR SUPERIORS. AND THE OFFICERS WENT AND TOLD THE RULERS. AND THE RULERS ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE OFFICERS: IF HE, GIVE US HIS SON INSTEAD OF HIMSELF, LET HIM GO. AND THE OFFICERS WENT AND TOLD THE OLD MAN. AND THE OLD MAN ANSWERED AND SAID TO THEM: I HAVE ALSO A DAUGHTER ALONG WITH MY SON; TAKE THEM, AND KILL THEM, ONLY LET ME GO. AND HE GAVE HIS CHILDREN TO THE OFFICERS, THAT THEY MIGHT KILL THEM. AND THE CHILDREN WEPT TO EACH OTHER, AND PRAYED THE OFFICERS, SAYING: WE PRAY YOU DO NOT KILL US, AS WE ARE OF SO SMALL A SIZE; BUT LET US COMPLETE OUR SIZE, AND SO KILL US. FOR IT WAS A CUSTOM IN THAT CITY, AND THEY DID NOT BURY THEIR DEAD, BUT ATE THEM UP. AND THE OFFICERS DID NOT HEARKEN TO THE CHILDREN, NOR TAKE PITY UPON THEM, BUT CARRIED THEM TO THE TROUGH WEEPING AND PRAYING. AND IT HAPPENED, AS THEY WERE LEADING THEM AWAY TO KILL THEM, THAT ANDREW, HAVING BEHELD WHAT HAPPENED, SHED TEARS; AND WEEPING, HE LOOKED UP TO HEAVEN AND SAID: LORD JESUS CHRIST, AS YOU HEARD ME IN THE CASE OF THE DEAD MEN, AND DID NOT SUFFER THEM TO BE EATEN UP, SO ALSO NOW HEAR ME, THAT THE EXECUTIONERS MAY NOT INFLICT DEATH UPON THESE CHILDREN, BUT THAT THE KNIVES MAY BE LOOSENED OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE EXECUTIONERS. AND STRAIGHTWAY THE KNIVES WERE LOOSENED, AND FELL OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE EXECUTIONERS. AND WHEN THIS CAME TO PASS, THE EXECUTIONERS, HAVING BEHELD WHAT HAD HAPPENED, WERE EXCEEDINGLY AFRAID. AND ANDREW, SEEING WHAT HAD HAPPENED, GLORIFIED THE LORD BECAUSE HE HAD LISTENED TO HIM IN EVERY WORK. AND THE RULERS, HAVING BEHELD WHAT HAD HAPPENED, WEPT WITH A GREAT WEEPING, SAYING: WOE UNTO US! WHAT ARE WE TO DO? AND, BEHOLD, THE DEVIL APPEARED IN THE LIKENESS OF AN OLD MAN, AND BEGAN TO SAY IN THE MIDST OF ALL: WOE UNTO YOU! BECAUSE YOU ARE NOW DYING, HAVING NO FOOD; WHAT CAN SHEEP AND OXEN DO FOR YOU? THEY WILL NOT AT ALL BE ENOUGH FOR YOU. BUT RISE UP, AND MAKE A SEARCH HERE FOR ONE WHO HAS COME TO THE CITY, A STRANGER NAMED ANDREW, AND KILL HIM; FOR IF YOU DO NOT, HE WILL NOT PERMIT YOU TO CARRY ON THIS PRACTICE LONGER: FOR IT WAS HE WHO LET LOOSE THE MEN OUT OF THE PRISON. ASSUREDLY THE MAN IS IN THIS CITY, AND YOU HAVE NOT SEEN HIM. NOW, THEREFORE, RISE AND MAKE SEARCH FOR HIM, IN ORDER THAT HENCEFORWARD YOU MAY BE ABLE TO COLLECT YOUR FOOD. AND ANDREW SAW THE DEVIL, HOW HE WAS TALKING TO THE MULTITUDES; BUT THE DEVIL DID NOT SEE THE BLESSED ANDREW. THEN ANDREW ANSWERED THE DEVIL, AND SAID: O BELIAL [SATAN & THE DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER/VICTORIA] MOST FIENDISH, WHO ART THE FOE OF EVERY CREATURE; BUT MY LORD JESUS CHRIST WILL BRING YOU DOWN TO THE ABYSS. AND THE DEVIL, HAVING HEARD THIS, SAID: I HEAR YOUR VOICE INDEED, AND I KNOW YOUR VOICE, BUT WHERE YOU ARE STANDING, I KNOW NOT. AND ANDREW ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE DEVIL: WHY, THEN, HAVE YOU BEEN CALLED AMAEL? IS IT NOT BECAUSE YOU ARE BLIND, NOT SEEING ALL THE SAINTS? AND THE DEVIL, HAVING HEARD THIS, SAID TO THE CITIZENS: LOOK ROUND NOW FOR HIM SPEAKING TO ME, FOR HE IS THE MAN. AND THE CITIZENS, HAVING RUN IN DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS, SHUT THE GATES OF THE CITY, AND SEARCHED FOR THE BLESSED ONE, AND DID NOT SEE HIM. THEN THE LORD SHOWED HIMSELF TO ANDREW, AND SAID TO HIM; ANDREW, RISE UP AND SHOW YOURSELF TO THEM, THAT THEY MAY LEARN MY POWER, AND THE POWERLESSNESS OF THE DEVIL WORKING IN THEM. THEN ANDREW ROSE UP, AND SAID IN PRESENCE OF ALL: BEHOLD, I AM ANDREW WHOM YOU SEEK. AND THE MULTITUDES RAN UPON HIM, AND LAID HOLD OF HIM, SAYING: WHAT YOU HAVE DONE TO US, WE ALSO WILL DO TO YOU. AND THEY REASONED AMONG THEMSELVES, SAYING: BY WHAT DEATH SHALL WE KILL HIM? AND THEY SAID TO EACH OTHER: IF WE TAKE OFF HIS HEAD, HIS DEATH IS NOT TORTURE; AND IF WE BURN HIM, HE WILL NOT BE FOR FOOD TO US. THEN ONE OF THEM, THE DEVIL HAVING ENTERED INTO HIM, ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE MULTITUDES: AS HE HAS DONE TO US, SO LET US ALSO DO TO HIM. LET US RISE UP, THEN, AND FASTEN A ROPE TO HIS NECK, AND DRAG HIM THROUGH ALL THE STREETS AND LANES OF THE CITY; AND WHEN HE IS DEAD, WE SHALL SHARE HIS BODY. AND THEY DID AS HE SAID TO THEM; AND HAVING FASTENED A ROPE ROUND HIS NECK, THEY DRAGGED HIM THROUGH THE STREETS AND LANES OF THE CITY, AND THE FLESH OF THE BLESSED ANDREW STUCK TO THE GROUND, AND HIS BLOOD FLOWED TO THE GROUND LIKE WATER. AND WHEN IT WAS EVENING, THEY CAST HIM INTO THE PRISON, HAVING BOUND HIS HANDS BEHIND HIM; AND HE WAS IN SORE DISTRESS. AND IN THE MORNING AGAIN THEY BROUGHT HIM OUT, AND HAVING FASTENED A ROPE ROUND HIS NECK, THEY DRAGGED HIM ABOUT; AND AGAIN, HIS FLESH STUCK TO THE GROUND, AND HIS BLOOD FLOWED. AND THE BLESSED ONE WEPT AND PRAYED, SAYING: DO NOT FORSAKE ME, MY LORD JESUS CHRIST; FOR I KNOW THAT YOU ARE NOT FAR FROM YOUR SERVANTS. AND AS HE WAS PRAYING, THE DEVIL WALKED BEHIND, AND SAID TO THE MULTITUDES: STRIKE HIM ON THE MOUTH, THAT HE MAY NOT SPEAK. AND WHEN IT WAS EVENING, THEY TOOK HIM AGAIN TO THE PRISON, HAVING BOUND HIS HANDS BEHIND HIM, AND LEFT HIM TILL THE MORROW AGAIN. AND THE DEVIL HAVING TAKEN WITH HIMSELF SEVEN DEMONS WHOM THE BLESSED ONE HAD CAST OUT OF THE COUNTRIES ROUND ABOUT, AND HAVING GONE INTO THE PRISON, THEY STOOD BEFORE HIM, WISHING TO KILL HIM. AND THE DEMONS ANSWERED AND SAID TO ANDREW: NOW HAVE YOU FALLEN INTO OUR HANDS. WHERE IS YOUR GLORY AND YOUR EXULTATION, YOU WHO RAISES YOURSELF UP AGAINST US, AND DISHONORS US, AND TELLS OUR DOINGS TO THE PEOPLE IN EVERY PLACE AND COUNTRY, AND HAS MADE DESOLATE OUR WORKSHOPS AND OUR TEMPLES, IN ORDER THAT SACRIFICES MAY NOT BE BROUGHT TO THEM? BECAUSE OF THIS, THEN, WE SHALL ALSO KILL YOU, LIKE YOUR TEACHER CALLED JESUS, AND JOHN WHOM HEROD BEHEADED. AND THEY STOOD BEFORE ANDREW, WISHING TO KILL HIM; AND HAVING BEHELD THE SEAL UPON HIS FOREHEAD WHICH THE LORD GAVE HIM, THEY WERE AFRAID, AND DID NOT COME NEAR HIM, BUT FLED. AND THE DEVIL SAID TO THEM: WHY HAVE YOU FLED FROM HIM, MY CHILDREN, AND NOT KILLED HIM? AND THE DEMONS ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE DEVIL: WE CANNOT KILL HIM, BUT KILL HIM, IF YOU, ART ABLE; FOR WE KNEW HIM BEFORE HE CAME INTO THE DISTRESS OF HIS HUMILIATION. THEN ONE OF THE DEMONS ANSWERED AND SAID: WE CANNOT KILL HIM, BUT COME LET US MOCK HIM IN THE DISTRESS OF HIS HUMILIATION. AND THE DEMONS CAME AND STOOD BEFORE HIM, AND SCOFFED AT HIM. AND THE BLESSED ONE HEARING, WEPT; AND THERE CAME TO HIM A VOICE SAYING: ANDREW, WHY ARE YOU WEEPING? AND IT WAS THE VOICE OF THE DEVIL CHANGED. AND ANDREW ANSWERED AND SAID: I AM WEEPING BECAUSE GOD COMMANDED ME, SAYING, BE PATIENT TOWARD THEM. AND THE DEVIL SAID: IF YOU CAN DO ANYTHING, DO IT. AND ANDREW ANSWERED AND SAID: IS IT FOR THIS, THEN, THAT YOU DO THESE THINGS TO ME? BUT FORBID IT THAT I SHOULD DISOBEY THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENT OF MY LORD, FOR IF THE LORD SHALL MAKE FOR ME A CHARGE IN THIS CITY, I SHALL CHASTISE YOU AS YOU DESERVE. AND HAVING HEARD THIS, THEY FLED. AND WHEN IT WAS MORNING, THEY BROUGHT HIM OUT AGAIN, AND HAVING FASTENED A ROPE ABOUT HIS NECK, THEY DRAGGED HIM; AND AGAIN, HIS FLESH STUCK TO THE GROUND, AND HIS BLOOD FLOWED TO THE GROUND LIKE WATER. AND THE BLESSED ONE, AS HE WAS BEING DRAGGED ALONG, WEPT, SAYING: LORD JESUS CHRIST, BE NOT DISPLEASED WITH ME; FOR YOU KNOW, LORD, WHAT THE FIEND HAS INFLICTED UPON ME, ALONG WITH HIS DEMONS. THESE TORTURES ARE ENOUGH, MY LORD; FOR, BEHOLD, I AM DRAGGED ABOUT FOR THREE DAYS. BUT REMEMBER, LORD, THAT YOU WERE THREE HOURS UPON THE CROSS, AND CRIED OUT TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], MY FATHER [STEPHEN], WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME? WHERE ARE YOUR WORDS, LORD, WHICH YOU SPOKE TO US, CONFIRMING US, WHEN WE WALKED ABOUT WITH YOU, SAYING TO US, YOU SHALL NOT LOSE ONE HAIR? CONSIDER, THEN, LORD, WHAT HAS BECOME OF MY FLESH, AND THE HAIRS OF MY HEAD. THEN JESUS SAID TO ANDREW: O OUR ANDREW, THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH SHALL PASS AWAY, BUT MY WORDS SHALL NOT PASS AWAY. TURN YOURSELF THEN, ANDREW, AND BEHOLD YOUR FLESH THAT HAS FALLEN, AND YOUR HAIR, WHAT HAS BECOME OF THEM. AND ANDREW TURNED, AND SAW GREAT TREES SPRINGING UP, BEARING FRUIT; AND HE GLORIFIED GOD. AND WHEN IT WAS EVENING, THEY TOOK HIM UP AGAIN, AND CAST HIM INTO THE PRISON, HAVING BOUND HIS HANDS BEHIND HIM; AND HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY EXHAUSTED. AND THE MEN OF THE CITY SAID AMONG THEMSELVES: PERHAPS HE DIES IN THE NIGHT, AND WE DO NOT FIND HIM ALIVE ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, FOR HE WAS LANGUID, AND HIS FLESH WAS SPENT. AND THE LORD APPEARED IN THE PRISON, AND HAVING STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND, SAID TO ANDREW: GIVE ME YOUR HAND, AND RISE UP WHOLE. AND ANDREW, HAVING BEHELD THE LORD JESUS, GAVE HIM HIS HAND, AND ROSE UP WHOLE. AND FALLING DOWN, HE WORSHIPPED HIM, AND SAID: I THANK YOU, MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, THAT YOU HAVE SPEEDILY BROUGHT HELP TO ME. AND ANDREW, HAVING LOOKED INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE PRISON, SAW A PILLAR STANDING, AND UPON THE PILLAR THERE STOOD AN ALABASTER STATUE. AND ANDREW, HAVING GONE UP TO THE STATUE, UNFOLDED HIS HANDS SEVEN TIMES, AND SAID TO THE PILLAR, AND THE STATUE UPON IT: FEAR THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, WHICH THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH DREAD; AND LET THE STATUE SET UPON THE PILLAR BRING UP MUCH WATER THROUGH ITS MOUTH, UNTIL ALL WHO ARE IN THIS CITY BE PUNISHED. AND SAY NOT, I AM STONE, AND AM NOT WORTHY TO PRAISE THE LORD, FOR THE LORD FASHIONED US FROM THE EARTH; BUT YOU ARE PURE, BECAUSE THAT OUT OF YOU HE GAVE THE TABLES OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW. WHEN THE BLESSED ANDREW HAD SAID THIS, STRAIGHTWAY THE STONE STATUE CAST OUT OF ITS MOUTH WATER IN ABUNDANCE, AS IF OUT OF A CANAL. AND THE WATER STOOD HIGH UPON THE EARTH; AND IT WAS EXCEEDINGLY ACRID, EATING INTO THE FLESH OF MEN. AND WHEN IT WAS MORNING, THE MEN OF THE CITY SAW IT, AND BEGAN TO FLEE, SAYING IN THEMSELVES: WOE TO US! BECAUSE WE ARE NOW DYING. AND THE WATER KILLED THEIR CATTLE AND THEIR CHILDREN; AND THEY BEGAN TO FLEE OUT OF THE CITY. THEN ANDREW PRAYED, SAYING: LORD JESUS CHRIST, IN WHOM I HAVE HOPED THAT THIS MIRACLE SHOULD COME UPON THIS CITY, FORSAKE ME NOT, BUT SEND MICHAEL YOUR ARCHANGEL IN A CLOUD OF FIRE, AND BE A WALL [A] ROUND, THE CITY, THAT NO ONE MAY BE ABLE TO ESCAPE OUT OF THE FIRE. AND STRAIGHTWAY A CLOUD OF FIRE CAME DOWN AND ENCIRCLED THE CITY LIKE A WALL; AND THE WATER WAS AS HIGH AS THE NECK OF THOSE MEN, AND IT WAS EATING THEM UP EXCEEDINGLY. AND THEY WEPT, SAYING: WOE TO US! FOR ALL THESE THINGS HAVE COME UPON US BECAUSE OF THE STRANGER WHO IS IN THE PRISON. LET US GO AND RELEASE HIM, LEST PERCHANCE WE DIE. AND THEY WENT OUT, CRYING WITH A LOUD VOICE: GOD OF THE STRANGER, TAKE AWAY FROM US THIS WATER. AND THE APOSTLE KNEW THAT THEY WERE IN GREAT AFFLICTION, AND SAID TO THE ALABASTER STATUE: STOP THE WATER, FOR THEY HAVE REPENTED. AND I SAY TO YOU, THAT IF THE CITIZENS OF THIS CITY SHALL BELIEVE, I WILL BUILD A CHURCH, AND PLACE YOU IN IT, BECAUSE YOU HAVE DONE ME THIS SERVICE. AND THE STATUE CEASED FLOWING, AND NO LONGER BROUGHT FORTH WATER. AND THE MEN OF THE CITY, HAVING COME OUT TO THE DOORS OF THE PRISON, CRIED OUT, SAYING: HAVE PITY UPON US, GOD OF THE STRANGER, AND DO NOT ACCORDING TO OUR UNBELIEF, AND ACCORDING TO WHAT WE HAVE DONE TO THIS MAN, BUT TAKE AWAY FROM US THIS WATER. AND ANDREW CAME FORTH OUT OF THE PRISON; AND THE WATER RAN THIS WAY AND THAT FROM THE FEET OF THE BLESSED ANDREW. THEN ALL THE MULTITUDE SEEING HIM, ALL CRIED OUT: HAVE PITY UPON US. AND THE OLD MAN HAVING COME WHO GAVE UP HIS CHILDREN THAT THEY SHOULD SLAY THEM INSTEAD OF HIM, PRAYED AT THE FEET OF THE BLESSED ANDREW, SAYING: HAVE PITY UPON ME. AND THE HOLY ANDREW ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE OLD MAN: I WONDER HOW YOU SAY, HAVE PITY UPON ME; FOR YOU HAD NO PITY UPON YOUR CHILDREN, BUT GAVE THEM UP TO BE SLAIN INSTEAD OF YOU. THEREFORE, I SAY TO YOU, AT WHAT HOUR THIS WATER GOES AWAY, INTO THE ABYSS SHALL YOU GO, WITH THE FOURTEEN EXECUTIONERS WHO SLAY THE MEN EVERY DAY. AND HE CAME TO THE PLACE OF THE TROUGH, WHERE THEY USED TO SLAY THE MEN. AND THE BLESSED ONE, HAVING LOOKED UP TO HEAVEN, PRAYED BEFORE ALL THE MULTITUDE; AND THE EARTH WAS OPENED, AND SWALLOWED UP THE WATER, ALONG WITH THE OLD MAN. HE WAS CARRIED DOWN INTO THE ABYSS, WITH THE EXECUTIONERS. AND THE MEN, HAVING SEEN WHAT HAD HAPPENED, WERE EXCEEDINGLY AFRAID, AND BEGAN TO SAY: WOE UNTO US BECAUSE THIS MAN IS FROM GOD; AND NOW HE WILL KILL US BECAUSE OF THE AFFLICTIONS WHICH WE HAVE CAUSED HIM. FOR, BEHOLD, WHAT HE SAID TO THE EXECUTIONERS AND THE OLD MAN HAS BEFALLEN THEM. NOW, THEREFORE, HE WILL COMMAND THE FIRE, AND IT WILL BURN US. AND ANDREW, HAVING HEARD, SAID TO THEM: FEAR NOT, CHILDREN; FOR I SHALL NOT SEND THESE ALSO TO HADES; BUT THOSE HAVE GONE, THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. THEN THE HOLY ANDREW ORDERED TO BE BROUGHT UP ALL WHO HAD DIED IN THE WATER. AND THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO BRING THEM; FOR THERE HAD DIED A GREAT MULTITUDE BOTH OF MEN, AND WOMEN, AND CHILDREN, AND CATTLE. THEN ANDREW PRAYED, AND THEY ALL CAME TO LIFE. AND AFTER THESE THINGS HE DREW A PLAN OF A CHURCH, AND HE CAUSED THE CHURCH TO BE BUILT. AND HE BAPTIZED THEM, AND GAVE THEM THE ORDINANCES OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, SAYING TO THEM: STAND BY THESE, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY KNOW THE MYSTERIES OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. AND THEY ALL PRAYED HIM: WE PRAY YOU, STAY WITH US A FEW DAYS, THAT WE MAY BE FILLED WITH YOUR FOUNTAIN, BECAUSE WE ARE NEWLY PLANTED. AND HE DID NOT COMPLY WITH THEIR REQUEST, BUT SAID TO THEM: I SHALL GO FIRST TO MY DISCIPLES. AND THE CHILDREN FOLLOWED AFTER, WEEPING AND PRAYING, WITH THE MEN; AND THEY CAST ASHES UPON THEIR HEADS. AND HE DID NOT COMPLY WITH THEM, BUT SAID: I SHALL GO TO MY DISCIPLES, AND AFTER THAT I SHALL COME AGAIN TO YOU. AND HE WENT HIS WAY. AND THE LORD JESUS CHRIST CAME DOWN, BEING LIKE A COMELY LITTLE CHILD, AND MET ANDREW, AND SAID: ANDREW, WHY HAVE YOU COME OUT AND LEFT THEM WITHOUT FRUIT, AND HAST NOT HAD COMPASSION UPON THE CHILDREN THAT FOLLOWED AFTER YOU, AND THE MEN ENTREATING YOU, STAY WITH US A FEW DAYS? FOR THE CRY OF THEM AND THE WEEPING HAS COME UP TO HEAVEN. NOW THEREFORE RETURN, AND GO INTO THE CITY, AND REMAIN THERE SEVEN DAYS, UNTIL I SHALL CONFIRM THEIR SOULS IN THE FAITH; AND THEN YOU SHALL GO AWAY INTO THE COUNTRY OF THE BARBARIANS, YOU AND YOUR DISCIPLES. AND AFTER GOING INTO THIS CITY, YOU SHALL PROCLAIM MY GOSPEL, AND BRING UP THE MEN WHO ARE IN THE ABYSS. AND YOU SHALL DO WHAT I COMMAND YOU. THEN ANDREW TURNED AND WENT INTO THE CITY, SAYING: I THANK YOU, MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO WISHES TO SAVE EVERY SOUL, THAT YOU HAVE NOT ALLOWED ME TO GO FORTH OUT OF THIS CITY IN MINE ANGER. AND WHEN HE HAD COME INTO THE CITY, THEY, SEEING HIM, REJOICED WITH EXCEEDING GREAT JOY. AND HE STAYED THERE SEVEN DAYS, TEACHING AND CONFIRMING THEM IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. AND THE SEVEN DAYS HAVING BEEN FULFILLED, IT CAME TO PASS, WHILE THE BLESSED ANDREW WAS GOING OUT, ALL CAME TOGETHER TO HIM, FROM THE CHILD EVEN TO THE ELDER, AND SENT HIM ON HIS WAY, SAYING: THERE IS ONE GOD, THE GOD OF ANDREW, AND ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO ALONE DOES WONDERS; TO WHOM BE GLORY AND STRENGTH FOREVER. AMEN.
THE ACTS OF ANDREW AND PAUL
...OF HER SON. THEREUPON THE SAILOR MOORED. HE LOOKED AND SAW ANDREW, THE CROWD GATHERED AROUND HIM. AS PAUL SPOKE TO HIM, HE TOOK HIS CLOAK TO THE SHORE TO GIVE IT TO HIM.  THE SAILOR'S MOTHER SAW 1 HER SON COMING TO THE SHORE. SHE WENT TO GREET HIM. PAUL'S CLOAK TOUCHED HER EYES, AND SHE WAS ABLE TO SEE. THEY GAVE GLORY TO GOD FOR WHAT HAD HAPPENED. ANDREW APPROACHED THE SAILOR AND SAID TO HIM: 'WHERE IS THE MAN WHO WAS ON BOARD WITH YOU?' THE SAILOR REPLIED: 'HE JUMPED OVERBOARD INTO THE WATER, SAYING THAT HE WAS GOING TO INSPECT THE ABYSS, 2 THESE PLACES WHERE THE LORD HAD GONE IN ORDER TO SEE HOW HE HAD MADE THEM. THESE ARE THINGS WHICH HE TOLD ME TO TELL YOU: I BEG YOU NOT TO FORGET ME AND LEAVE ME, LEST THE SUBTERRANEAN CREATURES OF THE ABYSSS SEIZE ME.'  ANDREW THEN TOOK PAUL'S CLOAK FROM THE SAILOR AND SAID TO HIM: 'GO HOME. I WILL ENGAGE 3 WITH THE JEWS A WHILE LONGER AND THEN I WILL GO TO THE PLACE WHERE HE WAS.' THE SAILOR ROSE AND WENT HOME, GIVING GLORY TO GOD. HE GAVE HIS BELONGINGS TO OTHERS. 4 ANDREW ON THE OTHER HAND WENT TO THE GATE OF THE CITY, A LARGE CROWD FOLLOWING HIM AND COUNTLESS NUMBERS OF JEWS.  A MAN CALLED OUT: 'APOSTLE OF GOD, HAVE MERCY ON MY INHUMAN CONDITION. 5 I HAVE NO FATHER OR MOTHER. I HAVE A SINGLE SON, WHO WILL (SOON) BE TWELVE. HE HAS LAIN DOWN AND BEEN ILL FOR A DAY. HE HAS NOT EATEN OR DRUNK. SO, WE ARE PREPARING HIS FUNERAL, THINKING 6 THAT HE IS ALREADY DEAD. SO, APOSTLE OF GOD, HAVE MERCY ON MY WRETCHED CONDITION AND TAKE THE TROUBLE TO COME TO MY HOUSE AND TOUCH HIM AND HE WILL RECOVER. FOR I HAVE HEARD ABOUT THE MIRACLES YOU PERFORMED BEFORE YOU CAME TO THE CITY. I HAVE SEEN YOU CASTING OUT DEMONS.' ANDREW THEN SAID TO THE MAN: 'LET US GO TO THE CITY AND JESUS WILL TAKE CARE OF YOU AND YOUR SON.' THEY WALKED IN THE DIRECTION OF THE CITY. THEY WERE STOPPED BY THE JEWS, WHO SAID: 'WE WILL NOT LET YOU COME INTO THE CITY BECAUSE OF THIS NAME OF JESUS [STEPHEN], THE ONE YOU PREACH. BUT IF YOU WISH TO PERFORM A FEW CURES, YOU CAN DO THEM OUTSIDE FOR TWO DAYS AND THEN GO, FOR IT NOT POSSIBLE TO LET 1 THE VERB USED IS NAU, WHICH IN CASE OF A BLIND PERSON CLEARLY REFERS TO SOMETHING OTHER THAN PHYSICAL VISION. INDEED, IT WOULD SEEM IN A PROLEPTIC WAY TO HERALD THE GIFT OF SIGHT. 2 NOUN. PERHAPS ONE SHOULD ADD 'WATERY'. IT IS A WELL-KNOWN CONCEPT IN PHARAONIC EGYPTIAN COSMOLOGY AND GENERALLY HAS TO DO WITH WATER AS THE ORIGIN OF LIFE. THE COSMOLOGY OF SHMOUN (MIDDLE EGYPT), ALSO KNOWN AS HERMOPOLIS, CONSISTED OF AN OGDOAD, TWO MEMBERS OF WHICH WERE NOUN AND NAUNET. 3 ἀΓΩΝΊΖΕΙΝ 4 LIT. 'TO THE PEOPLE' 5 THE COPTIC TERM TAMNTATRWME CAN BE ANALYSED AS FOLLOWS: RWME/MAN; MNT/ABSTRACT NOUN MORPHEME; AT/WITHOUT; TA/MY 6 LIT. 'SAYING' YOU INTO CITY. 7 WE WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO LEAD ALL OF OUR PEOPLE ASTRAY WITH THIS FALSE JESUS TEACHING.' ANDREW THEN SAID: 'IN OUR TEACHING THERE IS NO [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. YOU ARE THE ONES IN [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. BUT IF YOU ARE DETERMINED NOT TO LET US IN THE CITY, WE WILL NOT COME. BUT IF IT IS THE WISH OF THE LORD TO RECEIVE US, HE WILL RECEIVE US, AND THERE IS NOTHING YOU CAN DO.'  AFTER SAYING THIS, HE TURNED TO GO AWAY. THE FATHER OF THE YOUNG MAN BEGAN TO WEEP: 'APOSTLE, HAVE MERCY ON MY WRETCHEDNESS. 8 ANDREW SAID TO HIM: 'GO INTO THE CITY. YOUR SON IS DEAD. DO NOT TAKE HIM OUT FOR BURIAL UNTIL DAYLIGHT TOMORROW. WE WILL COME AND RAISE HIM FOR YOU, FOR IT IS A [SEXLESS] WORK OF THE LORD. LATER WE WILL RETURN TO YOU AND YOUR CITY.' HE SAID THIS AND LEFT THE CROWDS. THEY RETURNED TO THE CITY AND FOUND THE BOY DEAD, AS THE APOSTLE HAD SAID. THEY WEPT FOR HIM ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THEIR CITY. ANDREW WENT DOWN TO THE SEA AND SAID TO THE SAILOR: 'TELL ME WHERE PAUL THREW HIMSELF INTO THE WATER.' THEY BOARDED THE BOAT AND WENT UNTIL THEY REACHED HIM. THE SAILOR SAID TO THEN: 'THIS IS IT.' ANDREW THEN FILLED A CUP WITH SWEET WATER AND PRAYED OVER HIM THUS: 'MY LORD JESUS, THE ONE WHO SEPARATED THE LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS, THE ONE WHO SEPARATED THE EARTH UNTIL DRY LAND APPEARED. IN YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] I POUR THIS CUP OF SWEET WATER ON THE SEA WHICH IS FULL OF SALT WATER, THAT IT WILL RECEDE AND THE DRY LAND EMERGE AND THE EARTH BREAK WITH THE ABYSS AND PAUL MY BROTHER COME OUT.' AFTER HE HAD SAID THIS, HE POURED THE CUP OF SWEET WATER ON THE SEA, SAYING: 'RECEDE, SALT AND BITTER WATER BEFORE THE SWEET.' AFTER THESE WORDS THE DRY LAND APPEARED. THE ABYSS WAS DIVIDED. PAUL LEAPT FROM THE WATER, A FRAGMENT OF WOOD IN HIS HAND. 9 HE LEAPT TOWARDS ANDREW AND GREETED HIM. ANDREW SAID TO HIM: 'WHERE HAVE YOU COME FROM, MY BROTHER, AND WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN?' PAUL SAID TO HIM: 'FORGIVE ME, MY BROTHER. I WENT TO INSPECT THE PLACES OF THE ABYSS, WHERE THE LORD WENT, AND I SAW WHAT SORT OF PLACES THEY WERE.' ANDREW SAID TO HIM: 'YOU HAVE BEEN EXCEEDINGLY DARING. INDEED, WE SENIOR APOSTLES WHO WALKED WITH THE LORD AFTER HE HAD RISEN, TEACHING US EVERYTHING, HE MADE US MASTER OF EVERY POWER, AND NONE OF US HAS DARED WHAT YOU HAVE DONE.' 7 IF THE MOST LIKELY EMENDATION IS FOLLOWED, THIS IS THE MEANING THAT COMES OUT OF IT. 8 THE FIRST INSTANCE OF THIS IS GREEK, THE SECOND COPTIC. THE ABILITY TO ALTERNATE FROM ONE TO THE OTHER IS A BYPRODUCT, AS IT IS TO SOME EXTENT IN ENGLISH, OF FOREIGN OCCUPATION: IN EGYPT BY THE GREEKS, IN ENGLAND BY THE FRENCH (MID-11TH CENT TO APPROX. THE END OF THE 14TH CENT.) A VARIANT OF THIS IS WHAT ONE MIGHT CALL THE GREECO-COPTICISM, WHERE TWO WORDS FROM BOTH LANGUAGES MEANING MORE OR LESS THE SAME THINGS ARE USED SIDE BY SIDE WITH EACH OTHER, AS IN THE THE EXPRESSION PALIN ON 'AGAIN' 9 THIS 'GOLDEN BOUGH' IS TO PLAY A MAJOR ROLE LATER ON. 10 THERE IS PERHAPS A FAINT HINT OF REPROACH HERE: PAUL IS THE APOSTLE, BUT AS NEVER A DISCIPLE WHO 'WALKED WITH' THE LORD, AND HE HAS DISPLAYED AN AUDACIOUSNESS THAT ANDREW MAY ENVY AND FIND DISTASTEFUL. PAUL SAID: 'I HAVE MANAGED TO DO IT, MY BROTHER. FORGIVE ME, BUT LISTEN AND I WILL TELL YOU. IT HAPPENED THAT WHEN I WENT TO THE ABYSS, I SAW A DWELLING PLACE OF ALL THE SOULS. I SAW JUDAS THE APOSTLE WALKING WITH OUR LORD IN A PUNISHMENT OF GREAT SEVERITY. I SAID TO HIM: WHAT ARE YOU DOING IN THIS PUNISHMENT? WHY DID THE LORD NOT BRING YOU UP WITH ALL THESE SOULS WHICH HE BROUGHT UP?'  HE SAID TO ME: WOE IS ME AND DOUBLE WOE FOR WHAT I DID TO MY LORD, FOR I [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST HIM AND BETRAYED HIM TO THE JEWS FOR PERISHABLE MONEY. FOR I KNEW THAT HE WAS MY LORD AND THE LORD OF THE ENTIRE EARTH. I WENT AND TOOK MY MONEY AND GAVE IT BACK TO THE HIGH PRIESTS. I ASKED HIM TO FORGIVE ME. WILL YOU ABANDON ME FOR A SINGLE THING WHICH I DID WHEN I SOLD YOU? DO NOT ABANDON ME. WILL YOU LOOK AT ME AS I GO TO MY DESTRUCTION? REMEMBER, MY LORD, THAT I HEARD YOU TALKING TO PETER THE APOSTLE. WHEN HE ASKED YOU: IF MY BROTHER [SEXUALLY] SINS AGAINST ME, HOW OFTEN SHOULD I FORGIVE HIM, UP TO SEVEN TIMES? YOU TOLD HIM, NOT JUST UP TO SEVEN TIMES BUT UP TO SEVEN HUNDRED. I [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST YOU ONCE. 11 WILL YOU LOOK AT ME AS I GO MY DESTRUCTION? MY LORD, DO NOT. WHO IS THE MAN WHO WILL WATCH HIS SON GOING DOWN TO THE DEPTH AND NOT HELP HIM, I, EVEN I WHO DARED TO BETRAY YOU, WILL YOU LOOK AT ME AS I GO DOWN TO MY DESTRUCTION? DO NOT, MY LORD. HE THEN SENT ME TO THE DESERT, TELLING ME NOT TO FEAR ANYONE BUT GOD: IF YOU SEE THE DEVIL COMING, FEAR NEITHER HIM NOR ANYONE EXCEPT GOD. I WENT TO THE DESERT TO FAST THAT GOD MIGHT FORGIVE ME. THE ARCHON OF DESTRUCTION CAME TO ME, LIFTED HIS HEAD ABOVE ME, HIS MOUTH OPEN, READY TO SWALLOW ME. I WAS AFRAID AND WORSHIPPED HIM: YOU ARE MY LORD.  HE THEN REMOVED HIMSELF FROM ME. I WEPT. THERE IS NO FORGIVENESS FOR ME. 12 I CONSIDERED WHAT TO DO. IF THE LORD WERE HERE, I WOULD CALL HIM. HE HAD ALREADY BEEN TAKEN TO THE PRAETORIUM TO BE JUDGED. I SAID 13 I WILL GO AND HANG MYSELF.  I REACHED AMENTE BEFORE HIM. HE CAME TO THIS PLACE AND TOOK ALL THE SOULS AND EMPTIED AMENTE, EXCEPT MY SOUL. 14 'THE GATEKEEPERS OF AMENTE WEPT TO THE DEVIL: WHAT ARE DOING, BOASTING THAT YOU ARE THE KING, YOU AND NO-ONE ELSE? NOW WE KNOW THAT YOU ARE NOT THE KING, BUT THERE IS ONE WHO LORDS IT OVER YOU, WHO HAS TAKEN THEM ALL AWAY FROM YOU. 11 MINOR EMENDATIONS NECESSARY: NOU<SOP NOU>WT {PENTAIRNOBE EROK} 12 THIS IS CLEARLY MEANT TO BE AN EXPRESSION OF JUDAS' THOUGHTS. 13 I.E. TO MYSELF. A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF THIS IS JUDAS TALKING TO HIMSELF 14 IN THE ACTS OF BARTHOLEMEW (ED. P. LACAU, PP. 68FF.) JUDAS IS NOT THE ONLY [SEXUAL] SINNER TO REMAIN THERE, BUT IS ACCOMPANIED BY CAIN AND HEROD 10 THE DEVIL THEN SAID BEFORE ALL HIS POWERS: MY POWERS, DO YOU THINK THAT THERE IS ONE STRONGER THAN US? BUT SINCE HE HAS COME HERE, HE HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO TAKE ANOTHER SOUL. JESUS THEN CALLED MICHAEL, WHO HAD ACCOMPANIED HIM TO AMENTE AND SAID TO HIM: TAKE THE SOUL OF JUDAS UP SO THAT THE DEVIL CANNOT REPROACH ME. MICHAEL CAME AND BROUGHT ME UP. AFTER THIS MICHAEL CRIED OUT: SHAME ON YOU, YOU, FEEBLE FOE. AT THIS POINT THE LORD SAID TO MICHAEL: RETURN THE SOUL TO TARTAROS. JUDAS WEPT, SAYING: WILL YOU AND LEAVE ME IN THIS PUNISHMENT? I KNEW YOU WERE COMING TO AMENTE TO TAKE ALL THESE SOULS AND THAT YOU WOULD TAKE MINE AS WELL, AND THAT IS WHY I REMOVED MY SOUL FROM MY BODY MYSELF. JESUS REPLIED AND SAID TO THE WRETCHED JUDAS: WHAT WERE YOU DOING PROSTRATING YOURSELF AND [SEXUALLY] WORSHIPPING THE DEVIL? JUDAS SAID: HE CAME UP ON ME LIKE A SNAKE, HIS MOUTH OPEN, READY TO DEVOUR ME. I WAS AFRAID. I WORSHIPPED HIM.  JESUS SAID: YOU WRETCH, WHEN HE CAME TO YOU, IF YOU HAD CALLED UPON THE LORD FOR HELP, YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN SAVED. BUT NOW YOU HAVE DONE SOMETHING ELSE HATEFUL TO GOD, BESIDES COMMITTING SUICIDE. FOR THIS REASON, YOU WILL REMAIN IN AMENTE UNTIL THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT, WHEN THE LORD WILL JUDGE YOU [JAMES 4:12]. I HAVE BEEN FROM THAT DAY. I, PAUL, WHEN I HEARD THIS FROM JUDAS, WAS EXTREMELY GRIEVED OVER THE TROUBLES I SAW THAT HE WAS IN. LISTEN AND I WILL TELL YOU. I SAW STREETS IN AMENTE THAT WERE DESERTED, NOBODY IN THEM. ALL THE DOORS DESTROYED BY THE LORD, HE MADE THEM INTO FRAGMENTS. DO YOU SEE, MY BROTHER ANDREW, THIS FRAGMENT OF WOOD IN MY HAND? I HAVE BROUGHT IT WITH ME, IT IS PART 15 OF THE GATE OF AMENTE, WHICH THE LORD DESTROYED. I ALSO SAW OTHER GREAT PLACES BY THE SIDE OF AMENTE. I ASKED WHAT THEY WERE. I WAS TOLD THAT THIS IS THE PLACE OF THE SOUL OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, JACOB AND ALL THE PROPHETS. I HEARD A MULTITUDE CRYING ALOUD, AS THEY WEPT IN OTHER PLACES, BUT I DID NOT SEE THEM. I ASKED WHAT THEY WERE. I WAS TOLD THAT THESE WERE THE PLACES THE LORD DID NOT VISIT WHEN HE DESCENDED TO AMENTE, WHICH MEANS THE PLACE 16 OF WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH, INHABITED BY MURDERERS, MAGICIANS AND INFANTICIDES.' AFTER HE HAD SAID THIS, THE BOAT MOORED AT THE SHORE. ANDREW SAID: 'ENOUGH! LET THE BOAT BE MOORED IN THE PLACE WHERE YOU FOUND IT. LET US HASTEN TO THE CITY, FOR THERE IS A GREAT CONTEST BEFORE US AND THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WILL BE GLORIFIED IN THIS CITY. FOR THE JEWS HAVE PREPARED A GREAT CONTEST 17 WITH US.' 15 ME¥+BES 'HINGE' 16 THE WORD IN THE PRINTED TEXT IS A TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR. 17 THE TWO WORDS 'CONTEST' ARE: AGWN AND POLEMOS. 11 AFTER THE BOAT HAD BEEN MOORED TO THE SHORE, ANDREW ROSE WITH PAUL AND APOLLONIUS THE SAILOR. THEY MADE THEIR WAY TO THE GATE OF THE CITY. THEY WERE ABOUT TO GO IN TOGETHER. 18 THE JEWS FORTIFIED THE GATE SO THAT THE APOSTLES WOULD BE UNABLE TO ENTER THE CITY. ANDREW MADE HIS WAY AND CALLED OUT TO THE CITY: 'OPEN UP TO US SO THAT WE CAN VISIT THE ONE WHO HAS DIED BECAUSE WE TOLD HIS FATHER THAT WE WOULD RAISE HIM FROM THE DEAD FOR HIM.' THE JEWS THEN REPLIED: 'ANDREW, ARE YOU DETERMINED TO SHED OUR BLOOD IN THIS CITY OF YOUR ORIGIN? GO AND LEAD THE GOYIM 19 INTO [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] AND STAY WITH THEM. FOR THIS CITY, WE WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO CONSUME IT, LEST YOU LEAD WISE MEN ASTRAY.' AFTER THEY HAD SAID THIS, ANDREW SAW A BIRD CALLED TRUTH, 20 DIGGING A HOLE AT THE FOOT OF A WALL. ANDREW SAID TO IT: 'I SAY, RIGHTEOUS BIRD, COME TO THE CITY, TO THE HOUSE WHERE THE BOY IS LYING DEAD.  YOU WILL FIND A CROWD GATHERED AROUND IT. TELL THEM THAT THIS IS WHAT ANDREW AND PAUL, THE SERVANTS OF GOD, SAY: 'COME FORTH, OPEN THE CITY GATE TO US THAT WE MAY ENTER AND RAISE THE DEAD BOY, FOR IT HAS BEEN CLOSED AND WE ARE NOT ALLOWED TO ENTER.' THE BIRD WENT OFF AND CAME TO THE MIDDLE OF THE CROWD. HE SAID THE WORDS THAT ANDREW HAD SAID. WHEN THE CROWD HEARD THIS FROM THE BIRD, THEY ROSE IMMEDIATELY IN HASTE. THEY TOOK UP STONES TO THROW THEM AT THE JEWS. THEY WENT TO MEET THE GOVERNOR WALKING TO THE TRIBUNAL. 21 HE ASKED THEM WHAT THE MATTER WAS. THEY SAID: 'THERE ARE PEOPLE AT THE CITY GATE, PERFORMING MIRACLES IN THE NAME OF JESUS [STEPHEN], SO THAT THE, BLIND SEE, AND THE LAME WALK. THEY ARE CASTING OUT DEMONS. THEY CAME TO US, SAYING THAT THE JEWS HAD BLOCKED THE ENTRANCE TO THE CITY AND PREVENTED THEM FROM ENTERING TO RAISE THE DEAD BOY. WE GOT UP AND CAME HERE TO STONE THEM AND KILL THEM AND LET THE MEN IN. WHEN THE GOVERNOR HEARD THIS, HE SAID TO THE CROWD: 'LET THERE BE NO WAR. I WILL BRING THEM IN.' THE GOVERNOR AND HIS RETINUE AND THE PEOPLE TURNED TO THE GATE. THEY SAW THE JEWS STANDING AT THE CITY GATE. HE SAID TO THEM: 'WHY ARE YOU CLOSING THE GATE AND NOT ALLOWING PEOPLE IN TO THE CITY?' THEY SAID: 'GOVERNOR, LONG LIVE THE KING. WE ARE NOT CLOSING IT OUT OF MALICE, BUT THERE TWO MAGICIANS WHO WANT TO ENTER AND OVERTURN THE [SEXLESS] LAW, 22 BECAUSE IN EVERY CITY THEY ENTER THEY OVERTURN THE HEARTS OF PEOPLE WITH THEIR MAGIC. THIS IS WHY WE DID NOT LET THEM COME IN. IF THEY SAY THAT THEY ARE DISCIPLES OF A LIVING GOD, WHY HAS THEIR GOD NOT OPENED THE GATE FOR THEM?' THE GOVERNOR CALLED 18 READING UNCERTAIN, BUT THIS IS PROBABLY THE MEANING. 19 ECNOS גוימ: 20 M. JACQUES HAS A LENGTHY FOOTNOTE ON VARIOUS SPECULATIONS, WHICH I FEEL UNABLE TO SUMMARIZE. I WILL MERELY ADD MY OWN CONJECTURE TO THE LIST: 'OSTRICH', BECAUSE THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CONCEPT OF ORDER/TRUTH IS M3'T, IN THE WRITING OF WHICH AN OSTRICH FEATHER APPEARS 21 BHMA. 22 I SUPPOSE THIS MIGHT BE DELIBERATELY AMBIGUOUS HERE: RELIGIOUS AND CIVIL. 12 OUT TO THEM AND SAID: 'IF YOU HAVE A LIVING GOD, OPEN IT FOR YOURSELVES.' ANDREW THEN SAID TO PAUL: 'WHAT YOU DO YOU WANT US TO DO SO THAT THE KING WILL OPEN THE GATE?' PAUL WAS FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND SAID TO ANDREW: 'MY FATHER [STEPHEN], ORDER ME TO PERFORM THIS MIRACLE THAT HAS COME TO ME.' ANDREW SAID: 'WHAT YOU WISH TO DO, DO IT.' PAUL THEN TOOK THE PIECE OF WOOD WHICH WAS IN HIS HAND, WHICH HE HAD BROUGHT UP FROM AMENTE AND WALKED TO THE GATE. HE SET STRUCK THE GATE WITH THE PIECE OF WOOD, SAYING 'BY THE POWER OF MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO HAS CAUSED THE GATES OF AMENTE TO BECOME SMALL, MAY YOU CAUSE THE GATE 23 TO BE DESTROYED SO THAT THE JEWS WILL KNOW THAT THERE IS NOTHING YOU CANNOT DO.' HAVING SAID THIS, HE STRUCK THE GATE THREE TIMES. THE GATE CAME DOWN AND THE EARTH SWALLOWED IT UP, AND THE PLACE TO WHICH IT HAD GONE COULD NOT BE FOUND. THE CROWD CAME OUT AND PROSTRATED THEMSELVES AT THE FEET OF THE APOSTLES, BEGGING THEM TO COME INTO THE CITY. THE APOSTLES THEN [AT LEAST TWO FOLIOS ARE MISSING, WHICH SUMMARIZES THE MISSING PART AS FOLLOWS: THE APOSTLES REVIVE THE DEAD BOY, BUT THE JEWS TRY TO MINIMIZE THE MIRACLE, BY SIMULATING A COUNTERFEIT RESUSCITATION, IN WHICH A LIVING PERSON IS TO WEAR A WINDING SHEET TO FEIGN DEATH AND  TO BE 'RESUCITATED' BY THE JEWS AT AN OPPORTUNE MOMENT,  ALL OF WHICH GOES WRONG BECAUSE THE PERSON IS UNABLE TO BREATHE THROUGH THE DEVICE SUPPLIED TO HIM FOR THIS PURPOSE, WITH THE UNFORTUNATE CONSEQUENCE THAT HE ACTUALLY DIES] …THE JEWS...CRYING OUT, THE MAN DID NOT HEAR THEM. AFTER A LONG TIME, THEY MOVED HIM, BUT HE SAID NOTHING. THE SON OF THE HIGH PRIEST LEAPED UP, SAYING: 'IF HE WILL RISE, LET HIM GIVE HIS PROPERTY TO US WHO GAVE IT TO HIM.' THE GOVERNOR SAID: 'WHAT DOES HE OWE YOU? TELL THE TRUTH, OTHERWISE YOU WILL DIE.' 24 PAUL AND ANDEW SAID TO THE GOVERNOR: 'DO NOT BULLY 25 THE BOY ABOUT THIS. ORDER THEM TO RELEASE THE ONE IN THE WINDING SHEET. YOU WILL KNOW EVERYTHING.' THE GOVERNOR ORDERED HIS SOLDIERS...WHEN THE JEWS WERE THROWN ON THE BED, 26 THEY UNDID THE BANDAGES AND REMOVED THE CLOTHES. THE JEWS SOUGHT TO FLEE. ANDREW SAID TO THE GOVERNOR: 'LET THE JEWS BE DETAINED, AND YOU 27 WILL KNOW WHO IT IS WHO IS DECEIVING THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE.' THE SOLDIERS THEN DETAINED THE JEWS UNTIL THEY 23 A GRAECO-COPTICISM 24 LIT. 'DO NOT DIE'. 25 GK: ἀΝΑΓΚΆΖΕΙΝ 26 THE READING SEEMS TO BE CLEAR ENOUGH AND, WHILE I UNDERSTAND THE POINT OF JACQUES' TRANSLATION 'APRÈS QU'ILS EURENT LES JUIFS DU BRANCARD' (AFTER THEY HAD REMOVED THE JEWS FROM THE STRETCHER), THE COPTIC NOUJE XIJM MEANS 'THROW UPON' 27 COPTIC VERBAL PREFIX USUALLY MEANS 'UNTIL': ¥ANTE—13 UNDID THE BANDAGES. WHEN THE BODY WAS REVEALED, THEY SAW THE VESSEL COVERING HIS FACE THAT HE MIGHT FIND THE MEANS TO BREATHE. ANDREW SAID TO THE GOVERNOR: 'SEE THE MACHINATIONS OF THE DEVIL, BUT ...' THEY PICKED THE DEAD MAN, SAYING: 'ARISE, ONE WHO HAS DIED BEFORE HIS TIME AND TELL THE GOVERNOR EVERYTHING THAT HAS HAPPENED.'  HE AROSE AND PROSTRATED HIMSELF AT THE FEET OF THE APOSTLES, SAYING: 'FORGIVE ME FOR MY STUPIDITY.'  HE TOLD THEM EVERYTHING THAT HAD HAPPENED. ANDREW SAID TO THE JEWS: 'NOW WHO IS LEADING THE PEOPLE ASTRAY? WE OR YOU?' THEN THE JEWS, NUMBERING 2700, PROSTRATED THEMSELVES BEFORE THE APOSTLES…' ...THEY KILLED HIM IN THEIR STUPIDITY, THINKING THAT HE WOULD NOT RISE. HE IN FACT ROSE FROM THE DEAD AND REVIVED ALL WHO BELIEVED IN HIM. WE BEG YOU TO BAPTIZE US IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE SON [JESUS] AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN] THAT WE MAY NOT DIE IN IGNORANCE.' THE APOSTLES BAPTIZED THEM. THEY THEN CELEBRATED THE HOLY OFFERING, THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST. THEY CAME AWAY FROM THEM BLESSING GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND OUR LORD AND THE HOLY LIFE-GIVING AND CONSUBSTANTIAL SPIRIT, NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.
THE ACTS OF ANDREW
THEM THE BLESSED ANDREW ADMONISHED IN THESE WORDS, SAYING: DO NOT STIR UP THE PEACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST INTO SEDITIOUS AND DEVILISH UPROAR. FOR MY LORD, WHEN HE WAS BETRAYED, ENDURED IT WITH ALL PATIENCE; HE DID NOT STRIVE, HE DID NOT CRY OUT, NOR IN THE STREETS DID ANY ONE HEAR HIM CRYING OUT. THEREFORE, DO YE ALSO KEEP SILENCE, QUIETNESS, AND PEACE, AND HINDER NOT MY MARTYRDOM, BUT RATHER GET YOURSELVES ALSO READY BEFOREHAND AS ATHLETES TO THE LORD, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY OVERCOME THREATENING’S BY A SOUL THAT HAS NO FEAR OF MAN, AND THAT YOU MAY GET THE BETTER OF INJURIES THROUGH THE ENDURANCE OF THE BODY. FOR THIS TEMPORARY FALL IS NOT TO BE FEARED; BUT THAT SHOULD BE FEARED WHICH HAS NO END. THE FEAR OF MEN, THEN, IS LIKE SMOKE WHICH, WHILE IT IS RAISED AND GATHERED TOGETHER, DISAPPEARS. AND THOSE TORMENT SOUGHT TO BE FEARED WHICH NEVER HAVE AN END. FOR THESE TORMENTS, WHICH HAPPEN TO BE SOMEWHAT LIGHT, ANYONE CAN BEAR; BUT IF THEY ARE HEAVY, THEY SOON DESTROY LIFE. BUT THOSE TORMENTS ARE EVERLASTING, WHERE THERE ARE DAILY WEEPING’S, AND MOURNING’S, AND LAMENTATIONS, AND NEVER-ENDING TORTURE, TO WHICH THE PROCONSUL AGEATES IS NOT AFRAID TO GO. BE THEREFORE RATHER PREPARED FOR THIS, THAT THROUGH TEMPORARY AFFLICTIONS YE MAY ATTAIN TO EVERLASTING REST, AND MAY FLOURISH FOR EVER, AND REIGN WITH CHRIST. THE HOLY APOSTLE ANDREW HAVING ADMONISHED THE PEOPLE WITH THESE AND SUCH LIKE WORDS THROUGH THE WHOLE NIGHT, WHEN THE LIGHT OF DAY DAWNED, AGEATES HAVING SENT FOR HIM, ORDERED THE BLESSED ANDREW TO BE BROUGHT TO HIM; AND HAVING SAT DOWN UPON THE TRIBUNAL, HE SAID: I HAVE THOUGHT THAT YOU, BY YOUR REFLECTION DURING THE NIGHT, HAST TURNED AWAY YOUR THOUGHTS FROM FOLLY, AND GIVEN UP YOUR COMMENDATION [DAMNATION] OF CHRIST THAT YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO BE WITH US, AND NOT THROW AWAY THE [SEXUAL] PLEASURES OF LIFE, FOR IT IS FOLLY TO COME FOR ANY PURPOSE TO THE SUFFERING OF THE CROSS, AND TO GIVE ONESELF UP TO MOST SHAMEFUL PUNISHMENTS AND BURNINGS. THE HOLY ANDREW ANSWERED: I SHALL BE ABLE TO HAVE JOY WITH YOU, IF YOU WILL BELIEVE IN CHRIST, AND THROWAWAY THE WORSHIP OF IDOLS, FOR CHRIST HAS SENT ME TO THIS PROVINCE, IN WHICH I HAVE ACQUIRED FOR CHRIST, A PEOPLE NOT THE SMALLEST. AGEATES SAID: FOR THIS REASON, I COMPEL YOU TO MAKE A LIBATION, THAT THESE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN DECEIVED BY YOU MAY FORSAKE THE VANITY OF YOUR TEACHING, AND MAY THEMSELVES OFFER GRATEFUL LIBATIONS TO THE GODS, FOR NOT EVEN ONE CITY HAS REMAINED IN ACHAIA IN WHICH THEIR TEMPLES HAVE NOT BEEN FORSAKEN AND DESERTED. AND NOW, THROUGH YOU, LET THEM BE AGAIN RESTORED TO THE WORSHIP OF THE IMAGES, IN ORDER THAT THE GODS ALSO, WHO HAVE BEEN ENRAGED AGAINST YOU, BEING PLEASED BY THIS, MAY BRING IT ABOUT THAT YOU MAY RETURN TO THEIR FRIENDSHIP AND OURS. BUT IF NOT, YOU AWAIT VARIED TORTURES, ON ACCOUNT OF THE VENGEANCE OF THE GODS, AND AFTER THESE, FASTENED TO THE TREE OF THE CROSS WHICH YOU COMMEND, YOU SHALL DIE. THE HOLY ANDREW SAID: LISTEN, O SON OF DEATH AND CHAFF MADE READY FOR ETERNAL BURNINGS, TO ME, THE SERVANT OF GOD AND APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST. UNTIL NOW I HAVE CONVERSED WITH YOU KINDLY ABOUT THE PERFECTION OF THE FAITH, IN ORDER THAT YOU, RECEIVING THE EXPOSITION OF THE TRUTH, BEING MADE PERFECT AS ITS VINDICATOR, MIGHT DESPISE VAIN IDOLS, AND WORSHIP GOD, WHO IS IN THE HEAVENS, BUT SINCE YOU REMAIN IN THE SAME SHAMELESSNESS AT LAST, AND THINK ME TO BE AFRAID BECAUSE OF YOUR THREATS, BRING AGAINST ME WHATEVER MAY SEEM TO YOU GREATER IN THE WAY OF TORTURES. FOR THE MORE SHALL I BE WELL PLEASING TO MY KING, THE MORE I SHALL ENDURE IN TORTURES FOR THE [SEXLESS] CONFESSION OF HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THEN, THE PROCONSUL AGEATES, BEING ENRAGED, ORDERED THE APOSTLE OF CHRIST TO BE AFFLICTED BY TORTURES, BEING STRETCHED OUT, THEREFORE, BY SEVEN TIMES THREE SOLDIERS, AND BEATEN WITH VIOLENCE, HE WAS LIFTED UP AND BROUGHT BEFORE THE IMPIOUS AGEATES. AND HE SPOKE TO HIM THUS: LISTEN TO ME, ANDREW, AND WITHDRAW YOUR THOUGHTS FROM THE OUTPOURING OF YOUR BLOOD, BUT IF YOU WILL NOT HEARKEN TO ME, I SHALL CAUSE YOU TO PERISH ON THE TREE OF THE CROSS. THE HOLY ANDREW SAID: I AM A SLAVE OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST, AND I OUGHT RATHER TO PRAY TO ATTAIN TO THE TROPHY OF THE CROSS THAN TO BE AFRAID; BUT FOR YOU IS LAID UP ETERNAL TORMENT, WHICH, HOWEVER, YOU MAY ESCAPE AFTER YOU HAVE TESTED MY ENDURANCE, IF YOU WILL BELIEVE IN MY CHRIST. FOR I AM AFFLICTED ABOUT YOUR DESTRUCTION, AND I AM NOT DISTURBED ABOUT MY OWN SUFFERING. FOR MY SUFFERING TAKES UP A SPACE OF ONE DAY, OR TWO AT MOST, BUT YOUR TORMENT FOR ENDLESS AGES SHALL NEVER COME TO A CLOSE. WHEREFORE HENCEFORWARD CEASE FROM ADDING TO YOUR MISERIES, AND LIGHTING UP EVERLASTING FIRE FOR YOURSELF. AGEATES THEN BEING ENRAGED, ORDERED THE BLESSED ANDREW TO BE FASTENED TO THE CROSS. AND HE HAVING LEFT THEM ALL, GOES UP TO THE CROSS, AND SAYS TO IT WITH A CLEAR VOICE: REJOICE, O CROSS, WHICH HAS BEEN CONSECRATED BY THE BODY OF CHRIST, AND ADORNED BY HIS LIMBS AS IF WITH PEARLS. ASSUREDLY BEFORE MY LORD WENT UP ON YOU, YOU HAD MUCH EARTHLY FEAR, BUT NOW INVESTED WITH HEAVENLY LONGING, YOU ARE FITTED UP ACCORDING TO MY PRAYER. FOR I KNOW, FROM THOSE WHO BELIEVE, HOW MANY GRACES YOU HAVE IN HIM, HOW MANY GIFTS PREPARED BEFOREHAND. FREE FROM CARE, THEN, AND WITH JOY, I COME TO YOU, THAT YOU ALSO EXULTING MAY RECEIVE ME, THE DISCIPLE OF HIM THAT WAS HANGED UPON YOU, BECAUSE YOU HAVE BEEN ALWAYS FAITHFUL TO ME, AND I HAVE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO EMBRACE YOU. O GOOD CROSS, WHICH HAST RECEIVED COMELINESS AND BEAUTY FROM THE LIMBS OF THE LORD, O MUCH LONGED FOR, AND EARNESTLY [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED, AND FERVENTLY SOUGHT AFTER, AND ALREADY PREPARED BEFOREHAND FOR MY SOUL LONGING FOR YOU, TAKE ME AWAY FROM MEN, AND RESTORE ME TO MY MASTER, IN ORDER THAT THROUGH YOU HE MAY ACCEPT ME WHO THROUGH YOU HAS REDEEMED ME. AND HAVING THUS SPOKEN, THE BLESSED ANDREW, STANDING ON THE GROUND, AND LOOKING EARNESTLY UPON THE CROSS, STRIPPED HIMSELF AND GAVE HIS CLOTHES TO THE EXECUTIONERS, HAVING URGED THE BRETHREN THAT THE EXECUTIONERS SHOULD COME AND DO WHAT HAD BEEN COMMANDED THEM, FOR THEY WERE STANDING AT SOME DISTANCE. AND THEY HAVING COME UP, LIFTED HIM ON THE CROSS, AND HAVING STRETCHED HIS BODY ACROSS WITH ROPES, THEY ONLY BOUND HIS FEET, BUT DID NOT SEVER HIS JOINTS, HAVING RECEIVED THIS ORDER FROM THE PROCONSUL: FOR HE WISHED HIM TO BE IN DISTRESS WHILE HANGING, AND IN THE NIGHT-TIME, AS HE WAS SUSPENDED, TO BE EATEN UP ALIVE BY DOGS. AND A GREAT MULTITUDE OF THE BRETHREN STOOD BY, NEARLY TWENTY THOUSAND, AND HAVING BEHELD THE EXECUTIONERS STANDING OFF, AND THAT THEY HAD DONE TO THE BLESSED ONE NOTHING OF WHAT THOSE WHO WERE HANGED UP SUFFER, THEY THOUGHT THAT THEY WOULD AGAIN HEAR SOMETHING FROM HIM, FOR ASSUREDLY, AS HE WAS HANGING, HE MOVED HIS HEAD SMILING. AND STRATOCLES INQUIRED OF HIM: WHY ARE YOU SMILING, ANDREW, SERVANT OF GOD? YOUR LAUGHTER MAKES US MOURN AND WEEP, BECAUSE WE ARE DEPRIVED OF YOU. AND THE BLESSED ANDREW ANSWERED HIM: SHALL I NOT LAUGH AT ALL, MY SON STRATOCLES, AT THE EMPTY STRATAGEM OF AGEATES, THROUGH WHICH HE THINKS TO TAKE VENGEANCE UPON US? WE HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH HIM AND HIS PLANS. HE CANNOT HEAR, FOR IF HE COULD, HE WOULD BE AWARE, HAVING LEARNED IT BY EXPERIENCE, THAT A MAN OF JESUS IS UNPUNISHED. AND HAVING THUS SPOKEN, HE DISCOURSED TO THEM ALL IN COMMON, FOR THE PEOPLE RAN TOGETHER ENRAGED AT THE UNJUST JUDGMENT OF AGEATES: YOU MEN STANDING BY ME, AND WOMEN, AND CHILDREN, AND ELDERS, BOND AND FREE, AND AS MANY AS WILL HEAR; I BESEECH YOU, FORSAKE ALL THIS LIFE, YOU WHO HAVE FOR MY SAKE ASSEMBLED HERE, AND HASTEN TO TAKE UPON YOU MY LIFE, WHICH LEADS TO HEAVENLY THINGS, AND ONCE FOR ALL DESPISE ALL TEMPORARY THINGS, CONFIRMING THE PURPOSES OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN CHRIST. AND HE EXHORTED THEM ALL, TEACHING THAT THE SUFFERINGS OF THIS TRANSITORY LIFE ARE NOT WORTHY TO BE COMPARED WITH THE FUTURE RECOMPENSE OF THE ETERNAL LIFE. AND THE MULTITUDE HEARING WHAT WAS SAID BY HIM, DID NOT STAND OFF FROM THE PLACE, AND THE BLESSED ANDREW CONTINUED THE RATHER TO SAY TO THEM MORE THAN HE HAD SPOKEN. AND SO MUCH WAS SAID BY HIM, THAT A SPACE OF THREE DAYS AND NIGHTS WAS TAKEN UP, AND NO ONE WAS TIRED AND WENT AWAY FROM HIM. AND WHEN ALSO ON THE FOURTH DAY THEY BEHELD HIS NOBLENESS, AND THE UNWEARIEDNESS OF HIS INTELLECT, AND THE MULTITUDE OF HIS WORDS, AND THE SERVICEABLENESS OF HIS EXHORTATIONS, AND THE STEADFASTNESS OF HIS SOUL, AND THE SOBRIETY OF HIS SPIRIT, AND THE FIXEDNESS OF HIS MIND, AND THE PERFECTION OF HIS REASON, THEY WERE ENRAGED AGAINST AGEATES, AND ALL WITH ONE ACCORD HASTENED TO THE TRIBUNAL, AND CRIED OUT AGAINST AGEATES, WHO WAS SITTING, SAYING: WHAT IS YOUR JUDGMENT, O PROCONSUL? YOU HAVE JUDGED WICKEDLY YOUR AWARDS ARE IMPIOUS. IN WHAT HAS THE MAN DONE WRONG, WHAT EVIL HAS HE DONE? THE CITY HAS BEEN PUT IN AN UPROAR, YOU GRIEVE US ALL, DO NOT BETRAY CAESAR’S CITY. GRANT WILLINGLY TO THE ACHAIANS A JUST MAN, GRANT WILLINGLY TO US A GOD-FEARING MAN, DO NOT PUT TO DEATH A GODLY MAN. FOUR DAYS HE HAS BEEN HANGING, AND IS ALIVE, HAVING EATEN NOTHING, HE HAS FILLED US ALL. TAKE DOWN THE MAN FROM THE CROSS, AND WE SHALL ALL SEEK AFTER WISDOM, RELEASE THE MAN, AND TO ALL ACHAIA WILL MERCY BE SHOWN. IT IS NOT NECESSARY THAT HE SHOULD SUFFER THIS, BECAUSE, THOUGH HANGING, HE DOES NOT CEASE PROCLAIMING THE TRUTH. AND WHEN THE PROCONSUL REFUSED TO LISTEN TO THEM, AT FIRST INDEED SIGNING WITH HIS HAND TO THE CROWD TO TAKE THEMSELVES OFF, THEY BEGAN TO BE EMBOLDENED AGAINST HIM, BEING IN NUMBER ABOUT TWENTY THOUSAND. AND THE PROCONSUL HAVING BEHELD THAT THEY HAD SOMEHOW BECOME MADDENED, AFRAID THAT SOMETHING FRIGHTFUL WOULD BEFALL HIM, ROSE UP FROM THE TRIBUNAL AND WENT AWAY WITH THEM, HAVING PROMISED TO SET FREE THE BLESSED ANDREW. AND SOME WENT ON BEFORE TO TELL THE APOSTLE THE CAUSE FOR WHICH THEY CAME TO THE PLACE. WHILE ALL THE CROWD, THEREFORE, WAS EXULTING THAT THE BLESSED ANDREW WAS GOING TO BE SET FREE, THE PROCONSUL HAVING COME UP, AND ALL THE BRETHREN REJOICING ALONG WITH MAXIMILLA, THE BLESSED ANDREW, HAVING HEARD THIS, SAID TO THE BRETHREN STANDING BY: WHAT IS IT NECESSARY FOR ME TO SAY TO HIM, WHEN I AM DEPARTING TO THE LORD, THAT WILL I ALSO SAY. FOR WHAT REASON HAVE YOU AGAIN COME TO US, AGEATES? ON WHAT ACCOUNT DO YOU, BEING A STRANGER TO US, COME TO US? WHAT WILL YOU AGAIN DARE TO DO, WHAT TO CONTRIVE? TELL US. HAVE YOU COME TO RELEASE US, AS HAVING CHANGED YOUR MIND? I WOULD NOT AGREE WITH YOU THAT YOU HAD REALLY CHANGED YOUR MIND. NOR WOULD I BELIEVE YOU, SAYING THAT YOU ARE MY FRIEND. DO YOU, O PROCONSUL, RELEASE HIM THAT HAS BEEN BOUND? BY NO MEANS. FOR I HAVE ONE WITH WHOM I SHALL BE FOR EVER, I HAVE ONE WITH WHOM I SHALL LIVE TO COUNTLESS AGES. TO HIM I GO, TO HIM I HASTEN, WHO ALSO HAVING MADE YOU KNOWN TO ME, HAS SAID TO ME, LET NOT THAT FEARFUL MAN, TERRIFY YOU, DO NOT THINK THAT HE WILL LAY HOLD OF YOU, WHO ART MINE: FOR HE IS YOUR ENEMY. THEREFORE, HAVING KNOWN YOU THROUGH HIM WHO HAS TURNED TOWARDS ME, I AM DELIVERED FROM YOU. BUT IF YOU WISH TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST, THERE WILL BE OPENED UP FOR TIME, AS I PROMISED YOU, A WAY OF ACCESS; BUT IF YOU HAVE COME ONLY TO RELEASE ME, I SHALL NOT BE ABLE AFTER THIS TO BE BROUGHT DOWN FROM THIS CROSS ALIVE IN THE BODY. FOR I AND MY KINSMEN DEPART TO OUR OWN, ALLOWING YOU TO BE WHAT YOU ARE, AND WHAT YOU DO NOT KNOW ABOUT YOURSELF. FOR ALREADY I SEE MY KING, ALREADY I WORSHIP HIM, ALREADY I STAND BEFORE HIM, WHERE THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE ANGELS IS, WHERE HE REIGNS THE ONLY EMPEROR, WHERE THERE IS LIGHT WITHOUT NIGHT, WHERE THE FLOWERS NEVER FADE, WHERE TROUBLE IS NEVER KNOWN, NOR THE NAME OF GRIEF HEARD, WHERE THERE ARE CHEERFULNESS AND EXULTATION THAT HAVE NO END. O BLESSED CROSS! WITHOUT THE LONGING FOR YOU, NO ONE ENTERS INTO THAT PLACE. BUT I AM DISTRESSED, AGEATES, ABOUT YOUR OWN MISERIES, BECAUSE ETERNAL PERDITION IS READY TO RECEIVE YOU. RUN THEN, FOR YOUR OWN SAKE, O PITIABLE ONE, WHILE YET YOU CAN, LEST PERCHANCE YOU SHOULD WISH THEN WHEN YOU CAN NOT. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE ATTEMPTED TO COME NEAR THE TREE OF THE CROSS, SO AS TO RELEASE THE BLESSED ANDREW, WITH ALL THE CITY APPLAUDING HIM, THE HOLY ANDREW SAID WITH A LOUD VOICE: DO NOT SUFFER ANDREW, BOUND UPON YOUR TREE, TO BE RELEASED, O LORD, DO NOT GIVE ME WHO AM IN YOUR MYSTERY TO THE SHAMELESS DEVIL. O JESUS CHRIST, LET NOT YOUR ADVERSARY RELEASE ME, WHO HAVE BEEN HANGED BY YOUR FAVOUR; O FATHER [STEPHEN], LET THIS INSIGNIFICANT MAN NO LONGER HUMBLE HIM WHO HAS KNOWN YOUR GREATNESS. THE EXECUTIONERS, THEREFORE, PUTTING OUT THEIR HANDS, WERE NOT ABLE AT ALL TO TOUCH HIM. OTHERS, THEN, AND OTHERS ENDEAVORED TO RELEASE HIM, AND NO ONE AT ALL WAS ABLE TO COME NEAR HIM; FOR THEIR ARMS, WERE [TO] BE NUMBED. THEN, THE BLESSED ANDREW, HAVING ADJURED THE PEOPLE, SAID: I ENTREAT YOU EARNESTLY, BRETHREN, THAT I MAY FIRST MAKE ONE PRAYER TO MY LORD. SO THEN SET ABOUT RELEASING ME. ALL THE PEOPLE THEREFORE KEPT QUIET BECAUSE OF THE ADJURATION. THEN THE BLESSED ANDREW, WITH A LOUD CRY, SAID: DO NOT PERMIT, O LORD, YOUR, SERVANT AT THIS TIME TO BE REMOVED FROM YOU, FOR IT IS TIME THAT MY BODY BE COMMITTED TO THE EARTH, AND YOU SHALL ORDER ME TO COME TO YOU. YOU WHO GIVES ETERNAL LIFE, MY TEACHER WHOM I HAVE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED, WHOM ON THIS CROSS I CONFESS, WHOM I KNOW, WHOM I POSSESS, RECEIVE ME, O LORD, AND AS I HAVE CONFESSED YOU AND OBEYED YOU, SO NOW IN THIS WORD HEARKEN TO ME, AND, BEFORE MY BODY COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS, RECEIVE ME TO YOURSELF, THAT THROUGH MY DEPARTURE THERE MAY BE ACCESS TO YOU OF MANY OF MY KINDRED, FINDING REST FOR THEMSELVES IN YOUR MAJESTY. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE HAD SAID THIS, HE BECAME IN THE SIGHT OF ALL GLAD AND EXULTING, FOR AN EXCEEDING SPLENDOR LIKE LIGHTNING COMING FORTH OUT OF HEAVEN SHONE DOWN UPON HIM, AND SO ENCIRCLED HIM, THAT INCONSEQUENCE OF SUCH BRIGHTNESS MORTAL EYES COULD NOT LOOK UPON HIM AT ALL. AND THE DAZZLING LIGHT REMAINED ABOUT THE SPACE OF HALF AN HOUR. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN AND GLORIFIED THE LORD STILL MORE, THE LIGHT WITHDREW ITSELF, AND HE GAVE UP THE GHOST, AND ALONG WITH THE BRIGHTNESS ITSELF HE DEPARTED TO THE LORD IN GIVING HIM THANKS. AND AFTER THE DECEASE OF THE MOST BLESSED ANDREW THE APOSTLE, MAXIMILLA BEING THE MOST POWERFUL OF THE NOTABLE WOMEN, AND CONTINUING AMONG THOSE WHO HAD COME, AS SOON AS SHE LEARNED THAT THE APOSTLE HAD DEPARTED TO THE LORD, CAME UP AND TURNED HER ATTENTION TO THE CROSS, ALONG WITH STRATOCLES, TAKING NO HEED AT ALL OF THOSE STANDING BY, AND WITH REVERENCE TOOK DOWN THE BODY OF THE MOST BLESSED APOSTLE FROM THE CROSS. AND WHEN IT WAS EVENING, BESTOWING UPON HIM THE NECESSARY CARE, SHE PREPARED THE BODY FOR BURIAL WITH COSTLY SPICES, AND LAID IT IN HER OWN TOMB. FOR SHE HAD BEEN PARTED FROM AGEATES ON ACCOUNT OF HIS BRUTAL DISPOSITION AND LAWLESS [SEXUAL] CONDUCT, HAVING CHOSEN FOR HERSELF A HOLY AND QUIET LIFE, AND HAVING BEEN UNITED TO THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF CHRIST, SHE SPENT HER LIFE BLESSEDLY ALONG WITH THE BRETHREN. AGEATES HAD BEEN VERY IMPORTUNATE WITH HER, AND PROMISED THAT HE WOULD MAKE HER MISTRESS OF HIS WEALTH, BUT NOT HAVING BEEN ABLE TO PERSUADE HER, HE WAS GREATLY ENRAGED, AND WAS DETERMINED TO MAKE A PUBLIC CHARGE AGAINST ALL THE PEOPLE, AND TO SEND TO CAESAR AN ACCUSATION AGAINST BOTH MAXIMILLA AND ALL THE PEOPLE. AND WHILE HE WAS ARRANGING THESE THINGS IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS OFFICERS, AT THE DEAD OF NIGH THE ROSE UP, AND UNSEEN BY ALL HIS PEOPLE, HAVING BEEN TORMENTED BY THE DEVIL, HE FELL DOWN FROM A GREAT HEIGHT, AND ROLLING INTO THE MIDST OF THE MARKET-PLACE OF THE CITY, BREATHED HIS LAST. AND THIS WAS REPORTED TO HIS BROTHER STRATOCLES, AND HE SENT HIS SERVANTS, HAVING TOLD THEM THAT THEY SHOULD BURY HIM AMONG THOSE WHO HAD DIED A VIOLENT DEATH. BUT HE SOUGHT NOTHING OF HIS SUBSTANCE, SAYING: LET NOT MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, IN WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED, SUFFER ME TO TOUCH ANYTHING WHATEVER OF THE GOODS OF MY BROTHER, THAT THE CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] OF HIM WHO DARED TO CUT OFF THE APOSTLE OF THE LORD MAY NOT DISGRACE ME. THESE THINGS WERE DONE IN THE PROVINCE OF ACHAIA, IN THE CITY OF PATRAS ON THE DAY BEFORE THE KALENDS OF DECEMBER, WHERE HIS GOOD DEEDS ARE KEPT IN MIND EVEN TO THIS DAY, TO THE GLORY AND PRAISE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, TO WHOM BE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
THE ACTS OF THOMAS
THE FIRST ACT: WHEN HE WENT INTO INDIA WITH ABBANES THE MERCHANT
AT THAT SEASON ALL WE THE APOSTLES WERE AT JERUSALEM, SIMON WHICH IS CALLED PETER AND ANDREW HIS BROTHER, JAMES THE SON OF ZEBEDEE AND JOHN HIS BROTHER, PHILIP AND BARTHOLOMEW, THOMAS AND MATTHEW THE PUBLICAN, JAMES THE SON OF ALPHAEUS AND SIMON THE CANAANITE, AND JUDAS THE BROTHER OF JAMES: AND WE DIVIDED THE REGIONS OF THE WORLD, THAT EVERY ONE OF US SHOULD GO UNTO THE REGION THAT FELL TO HIM AND UNTO THE NATION WHEREUNTO THE LORD SENT HIM. ACCORDING TO THE LOT, THEREFORE, INDIA FELL UNTO JUDAS THOMAS, WHICH IS ALSO THE TWIN: BUT HE WOULD NOT GO, SAYING THAT BY REASON OF THE WEAKNESS OF THE FLESH HE COULD NOT TRAVEL, AND 'I AM A HEBREW MAN; HOW CAN I GO AMONGST THE INDIANS AND PREACH THE TRUTH?' AND AS HE THUS REASONED AND SPAKE, THE SAVIOUR APPEARED UNTO HIM BY NIGHT AND SAITH TO HIM: FEAR NOT, THOMAS, GO THOU UNTO INDIA AND PREACH THE WORD THERE, FOR MY GRACE IS WITH THEE. BUT HE WOULD NOT OBEY, SAYING: WHITHER THOU WOULDEST SEND ME, SEND ME, BUT ELSEWHERE, FOR UNTO THE INDIANS I WILL NOT GO. 2 AND WHILE HE THUS SPAKE AND THOUGHT, IT CHANCED THAT THERE WAS THERE A CERTAIN MERCHANT COME FROM INDIA WHOSE NAME WAS ABBANES, SENT FROM THE KING GUNDAPHORUS [GUNDAPHORUS IS A HISTORICAL PERSONAGE WHO REIGNED OVER A PART OF INDIA IN THE FIRST CENTURY AFTER CHRIST. HIS COINS BEAR HIS NAME IN GREEK, AS HYNDOPHERES], AND HAVING COMMANDMENT FROM HIM TO BUY A CARPENTER AND BRING HIM UNTO HIM. NOW THE LORD SEEING HIM WALKING IN THE MARKET-PLACE AT NOON SAID UNTO HIM: WOULDEST THOU BUY A CARPENTER? AND HE SAID TO HIM: YEA. AND THE LORD SAID TO HIM: I HAVE A SLAVE THAT IS A CARPENTER AND I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO SELL HIM. AND SO, SAYING HE SHOWED HIM THOMAS AFAR OFF, AND AGREED WITH HIM FOR THREE LITRAE OF SILVER UNSTAMPED, AND WROTE A DEED OF SALE, SAYING: I, JESUS, THE SON OF JOSEPH THE CARPENTER, ACKNOWLEDGE THAT I HAVE SOLD MY SLAVE, JUDAS BY NAME, UNTO THEE ABBANES, A MERCHANT OF GUNDAPHORUS, KING OF THE INDIANS. AND WHEN THE DEED WAS FINISHED, THE SAVIOUR TOOK JUDAS THOMAS AND LED HIM AWAY TO ABBANES THE MERCHANT, AND WHEN ABBANES SAW HIM HE SAID UNTO HIM: IS THIS THY MASTER? AND THE APOSTLE SAID: YEA, HE IS MY LORD. AND HE SAID: I HAVE BOUGHT THEE OF HIM. AND THY APOSTLE HELD HIS PEACE. 3 AND ON THE DAY FOLLOWING THE APOSTLE AROSE EARLY, AND HAVING PRAYED AND BESOUGHT THE LORD HE SAID: I WILL GO WHITHER THOU WILT, LORD JESUS: THY WILL BE DONE. AND HE DEPARTED UNTO ABBANES THE MERCHANT, TAKING WITH HIM NOTHING AT ALL SAVE ONLY HIS PRICE. FOR THE LORD HAD GIVEN IT UNTO HIM, SAYING: LET THY PRICE ALSO BE WITH THEE, TOGETHER WITH MY GRACE, WHERESOEVER THOU GOEST. AND THE APOSTLE FOUND ABBANES CARRYING HIS BAGGAGE ON BOARD THE SHIP; SO, HE ALSO BEGAN TO CARRY IT ABOARD WITH HIM. AND WHEN THEY WERE EMBARKED IN THE SHIP AND WERE SET DOWN ABBANES QUESTIONED THE APOSTLE, SAYING: WHAT CRAFTSMANSHIP KNOWEST THOU? AND HE SAID: IN WOOD I CAN MAKE PLOUGHS AND YOKES AND AUGERS (OX-GOADS, SYR.), AND BOATS AND OARS FOR BOATS AND MASTS AND PULLEYS; AND IN STONE, PILLARS AND TEMPLES AND COURT-HOUSES FOR KINGS. AND ABBANES THE MERCHANT SAID TO HIM: YEA, IT IS OF SUCH A WORKMAN THAT WE HAVE NEED. THEY BEGAN THEN TO SAIL HOMEWARD; AND THEY HAD A FAVOURABLE WIND, AND SAILED PROSPEROUSLY TILL THEY REACHED ANDRAPOLIS, A ROYAL CITY. 4 AND THEY LEFT THE SHIP AND ENTERED INTO THE CITY, AND LO, THERE WERE NOISES OF FLUTES AND WATER-ORGANS, AND TRUMPETS SOUNDED ABOUT THEM; AND THE APOSTLE INQUIRED, SAYING: WHAT IS THIS FESTIVAL THAT IS IN THIS CITY? AND THEY THAT WERE THERE SAID TO HIM: THEE ALSO HAVE THE GODS BROUGHT TO MAKE MERRY IN THIS CITY. FOR THE KING HATH AN ONLY DAUGHTER, AND NOW HE GIVETH HER IN MARRIAGE UNTO A HUSBAND: THIS REJOICING, THEREFORE, AND ASSEMBLY OF THE WEDDING TO-DAY IS THE FESTIVAL WHICH THOU HAST SEEN. AND THE KING HATH SENT HERALDS TO PROCLAIM EVERYWHERE THAT ALL SHOULD COME TO THE MARRIAGE, RICH AND POOR, BOND AND FREE, STRANGERS AND CITIZENS: AND IF ANY REFUSE AND COME NOT TO THE MARRIAGE HE SHALL ANSWER FOR IT UNTO THE KING. AND ABBANES HEARING THAT, SAID TO THE APOSTLE: LET US ALSO GO, LEST WE OFFEND THE KING, ESPECIALLY SEEING WE ARE STRANGERS. AND HE SAID: LET US GO. AND AFTER THEY HAD PUT UP IN THE INN AND RESTED A LITTLE SPACE THEY WENT TO THE MARRIAGE; AND THE APOSTLE SEEING THEM ALL SET DOWN (RECLINING), LAID HIMSELF, HE ALSO, IN THE MIDST, AND ALL LOOKED UPON HIM, AS UPON A STRANGER AND ONE COME FROM A FOREIGN LAND: BUT ABBANES THE MERCHANT, BEING HIS MASTER, LAID HIMSELF IN ANOTHER PLACE. 5 AND AS THEY DINED AND DRANK, THE APOSTLE TASTED NOTHING; SO, THEY THAT WERE ABOUT HIM SAID UNTO HIM: WHEREFORE ART THOU COME HERE, NEITHER EATING NOR DRINKING? BUT HE ANSWERED THEM, SAYING: I AM COME HERE FOR SOMEWHAT GREATER THAN THE FOOD OR THE DRINK, AND THAT I MAY FULFIL THE KING'S WILL. FOR THE HERALDS PROCLAIM THE KING'S MESSAGE, AND WHOSO HEARKENETH NOT TO THE HERALDS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE KING'S JUDGEMENT. SO WHEN THEY HAD DINED AND DRUNKEN, AND GARLANDS AND UNGUENTS WERE BROUGHT TO THEM, EVERY MAN TOOK OF THE UNGUENT, AND ONE ANOINTED HIS FACE AND ANOTHER HIS BEARD AND ANOTHER OTHER PARTS OF HIS BODY; BUT THE APOSTLE ANOINTED THE TOP OF HIS HEAD AND SMEARED A LITTLE UPON HIS NOSTRILS, AND DROPPED IT INTO HIS EARS AND TOUCHED HIS TEETH WITH IT, AND CAREFULLY ANOINTED THE PARTS ABOUT HIS HEART: AND THE WREATH THAT WAS BROUGHT TO HIM, WOVEN OF MYRTLE AND OTHER FLOWERS, HE TOOK, AND SET IT ON HIS HEAD, AND TOOK A BRANCH OF CALAMUS AND HELD IT IN HIS HAND. NOW THE FLUTE-GIRL, HOLDING HER FLUTE IN HER HAND, WENT ABOUT TO THEM ALL AND PLAYED, BUT WHEN SHE CAME TO THE PLACE WHERE THE APOSTLE WAS, SHE STOOD OVER HIM AND PLAYED AT HIS HEAD FOR A LONG SPACE: NOW THIS FLUTE-GIRL WAS BY RACE A HEBREW. 6 AND AS THE APOSTLE CONTINUED LOOKING ON THE GROUND, ONE OF THE CUP-BEARERS STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND AND GAVE HIM A BUFFET; AND THE APOSTLE LIFTED UP HIS EYES AND LOOKED UPON HIM THAT SMOTE HIM AND SAID: MY GOD WILL FORGIVE THEE IN THE LIFE TO COME THIS INIQUITY, BUT IN THIS WORLD THOU SHALT SHOW FORTH HIS WONDERS AND EVEN NOW SHALL I BEHOLD THIS HAND THAT HATH SMITTEN ME DRAGGED BY DOGS. AND HAVING SO SAID, HE BEGAN TO SING AND TO SAY THIS SONG: THE DAMSEL IS THE DAUGHTER OF LIGHT, IN WHOM CONSISTETH AND DWELLETH THE PROUD BRIGHTNESS OF KINGS, AND THE SIGHT OF HER IS DELIGHTFUL, SHE SHINETH WITH BEAUTY AND CHEER. HER GARMENTS ARE LIKE THE FLOWERS OF SPRING, AND FROM THEM A WAFT OF FRAGRANCE IS BORNE; AND IN THE CROWN OF HER HEAD THE KING IS ESTABLISHED WHICH WITH HIS IMMORTAL FOOD (AMBROSIA) NOURISHETH THEM THAT ARE FOUNDED UPON HIM; AND IN HER HEAD IS SET TRUTH, AND WITH HER FEET SHE SHOWETH FORTH JOY. AND HER MOUTH IS OPENED, AND IT BECOMETH HER WELL: THIRTY AND TWO ARE THEY THAT SING PRAISES TO HER. HER TONGUE IS LIKE THE CURTAIN OF THE DOOR, WHICH WAVETH TO AND FRO FOR THEM THAT ENTER IN: HER NECK IS SET IN THE FASHION OF STEPS WHICH THE FIRST MAKER HATH WROUGHT, AND HER TWO HANDS SIGNIFY AND SHOW, PROCLAIMING THE DANCE OF THE HAPPY AGES, AND HER FINGERS POINT OUT THE GATES OF THE CITY. HER CHAMBER IS BRIGHT WITH LIGHT AND BREATHETH FORTH THE ODOUR OF BALSAM AND ALL SPICES, AND GIVETH OUT A SWEET SMELL OF MYRRH AND INDIAN LEAF, AND WITHIN ARE MYRTLES STROWN ON THE FLOOR, AND [GARLANDS] OF ALL MANNER OF ODOROUS FLOWERS, AND THE DOOR-POSTS(?) ARE ADORNED WITH FREEDST. 7 AND SURROUNDING HER HER GROOMSMEN KEEP HER, THE NUMBER OF WHOM IS SEVEN, WHOM SHE HERSELF HATH CHOSEN. AND HER BRIDESMAIDS ARE SEVEN, AND THEY DANCE BEFORE HER. AND TWELVE IN NUMBER ARE THEY THAT SERVE BEFORE HER AND ARE SUBJECT UNTO HER, WHICH HAVE THEIR AIM AND THEIR LOOK TOWARD THE BRIDEGROOM, THAT BY THE SIGHT OF HIM THEY MAY BE ENLIGHTENED; AND FOR EVER SHALL THEY BE WITH HER IN THAT ETERNAL JOY, AND SHALL BE AT THAT MARRIAGE WHERETO THE PRINCES ARE GATHERED TOGETHER AND SHALL ATTEND AT THAT BANQUET WHEREOF THE ETERNAL ONES ARE ACCOUNTED WORTHY, AND SHALL PUT ON ROYAL RAIMENT AND BE CLAD IN BRIGHT ROBES; AND IN JOY AND EXULTATION SHALL THEY BOTH BE AND SHALL GLORIFY THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL, WHOSE PROUD LIGHT THEY HAVE RECEIVED, AND ARE ENLIGHTENED BY THE SIGHT OF THEIR LORD; WHOSE IMMORTAL FOOD THEY HAVE RECEIVED, THAT HATH NO FAILING (EXCREMENTUM, SYR.), AND HAVE DRUNK OF THE WINE THAT GIVETH THEM NEITHER THIRST NOR [SEXUAL] DESIRE. AND THEY HAVE GLORIFIED AND PRAISED WITH THE LIVING SPIRIT, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH AND THE MOTHER [VICTORIA] OF WISDOM. 8 AND WHEN HE HAD SUNG AND ENDED THIS SONG, ALL THAT WERE THERE PRESENT GAZED UPON HIM; AND HE KEPT SILENCE, AND THEY SAW THAT HIS LIKENESS WAS CHANGED, BUT THAT WHICH WAS SPOKEN BY HIM THEY UNDERSTOOD NOT, FORASMUCH AS HE WAS A HEBREW AND THAT WHICH HE SPAKE WAS SAID IN THE HEBREW TONGUE. BUT THE FLUTE-GIRL ALONE HEARD ALL OF IT, FOR SHE WAS BY RACE A HEBREW AND SHE WENT AWAY FROM HIM AND PLAYED TO THE REST, BUT FOR THE MOST PART SHE GAZED AND LOOKED UPON HIM, FOR SHE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM WELL, AS A MAN OF HER OWN NATION; MOREOVER, HE WAS COMELY TO LOOK UPON BEYOND ALL THAT WERE THERE. AND WHEN THE FLUTE-GIRL HAD PLAYED TO THEM ALL AND ENDED, SHE SAT DOWN OVER AGAINST HIM, GAZING AND LOOKING EARNESTLY UPON HIM. BUT HE LOOKED UPON NO MAN AT ALL, NEITHER TOOK HEED OF ANY BUT ONLY KEPT HIS EYES LOOKING TOWARD THE GROUND, WAITING THE TIME WHEN HE MIGHT DEPART THENCE. BUT THE CUP-BEARER THAT HAD BUFFETED HIM WENT DOWN TO THE WELL TO DRAW WATER; AND THERE CHANCED TO BE A LION THERE, AND IT SLEW HIM AND LEFT HIM LYING IN THAT PLACE, HAVING TORN HIS LIMBS IN PIECES, AND FORTHWITH DOGS SEIZED HIS MEMBERS, AND AMONG THEM ONE BLACK DOG HOLDING HIS RIGHT HAND IN HIS MOUTH BARE IT INTO THE PLACE OF THE BANQUET. 9 AND ALL WHEN THEY SAW IT WERE AMAZED AND INQUIRED WHICH OF THEM IT WAS THAT WAS MISSING. AND WHEN IT BECAME MANIFEST THAT IT WAS THE HAND OF THE CUP-BEARER WHICH HAD SMITTEN THE APOSTLE, THE FLUTE-GIRL BRAKE HER FLUTE AND CAST IT AWAY AND WENT AND SAT DOWN AT THE APOSTLE'S FEET, SAYING: THIS IS EITHER A GOD OR AN APOSTLE OF GOD, FOR I HEARD HIM SAY IN THE HEBREW TONGUE: ' I SHALL NOW SEE THE HAND THAT HATH SMITTEN ME DRAGGED BY DOGS', WHICH THING YE ALSO HAVE NOW BEHELD; FOR AS HE SAID, SO HATH IT COME ABOUT. AND SOME BELIEVED HER, AND SOME NOT. BUT WHEN THE KING HEARD OF IT, HE CAME AND SAID TO THE APOSTLE: RISE UP AND COME WITH ME, AND PRAY FOR MY DAUGHTER: FOR SHE IS MINE ONLY-BEGOTTEN, AND TO-DAY I GIVE HER IN MARRIAGE. BUT THE APOSTLE WAS NOT WILLING TO GO WITH HIM, FOR THE LORD WAS NOT YET REVEALED UNTO HIM IN THAT PLACE. BUT THE KING LED HIM AWAY AGAINST HIS WILL UNTO THE BRIDE-CHAMBER THAT HE MIGHT PRAY FOR THEM. 10 AND THE APOSTLE STOOD, AND BEGAN TO PRAY AND TO SPEAK THUS: MY LORD AND MY GOD, THAT TRAVELLEST WITH THY SERVANTS, THAT GUIDEST AND CORRECTEST THEM THAT BELIEVE IN THEE, THE REFUGE AND REST OF THE OPPRESSED, THE HOPE OF THE POOR AND RANSOMER OF CAPTIVES, THE PHYSICIAN OF THE SOULS THAT LIE SICK AND SAVIOUR OF ALL CREATION, THAT GIVEST LIFE UNTO THE WORLD AND STRENGTHENEST SOULS; THOU KNOWEST THINGS TO COME, AND BY OUR MEANS ACCOMPLISHEST THEM: THOU LORD ART HE THAT REVEALETH HIDDEN MYSTERIES AND MAKETH MANIFEST WORDS THAT ARE SECRET: THOU LORD ART THE PLANTER OF THE GOOD TREE, AND OF THINE HANDS ARE ALL GOOD WORKS ENGENDERED: THOU LORD ART HE THAT ART IN ALL THINGS AND PASSEST THROUGH ALL, AND ART SET IN ALL THY WORKS AND MANIFESTED IN THE WORKING OF THEM ALL. JESUS CHRIST, SON OF COMPASSION AND PERFECT SAVIOUR, CHRIST, SON OF THE LIVING GOD, THE UNDAUNTED POWER THAT HAST OVERTHROWN THE ENEMY, AND THE VOICE THAT WAS HEARD OF THE RULERS, AND MADE ALL THEIR POWERS TO QUAKE, THE AMBASSADOR THAT WAST SENT FROM THE HEIGHT AND CAMEST DOWN EVEN UNTO HELL, WHO DIDST OPEN THE DOORS AND BRING UP THENCE THEM THAT FOR MANY AGES WERE SHUT UP IN THE TREASURY OF DARKNESS, AND SHOWEDST THEM THE WAY THAT LEADETH UP UNTO THE HEIGHT: L BESEECH THEE, LORD JESU [S], AND OFFER UNTO THEE SUPPLICATION FOR THESE YOUNG PERSONS, THAT THOU WOULDEST DO FOR THEM THE THINGS THAT SHALL HELP THEM AND BE EXPEDIENT AND PROFITABLE FOR THEM. AND HE LAID HIS HANDS ON THEM AND SAID: THE LORD SHALL BE WITH YOU, AND LEFT THEM IN THAT PLACE AND DEPARTED. 11 AND THE KING [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THE GROOMSMEN TO DEPART OUT OF THE BRIDE-CHAMBER; AND WHEN ALL WERE GONE OUT AND THE DOORS WERE SHUT, THE BRIDEGRROOM LIFTED UP THE CURTAIN OF THE BRIDE-CHAMBER TO FETCH THE BRIDE UNTO HIM. AND HE SAW THE LORD JESUS BEARING THE LIKENESS OF JUDAS THOMAS AND SPEAKING WITH THE BRIDE; EVEN OF HIM THAT BUT NOW HAD BLESSED THEM AND GONE OUT FROM THEM, THE APOSTLE; AND HE SAITH UNTO HIM: WENTEST THOU NOT OUT IN THE SIGHT OF ALL? HOW THEN ART THOU FOUND HERE? BUT THE LORD SAID TO HIM: I AM NOT JUDAS WHICH IS ALSO CALLED THOMAS BUT I AM HIS BROTHER. AND THE LORD SAT DOWN UPON THE BED AND BADE THEM ALSO SIT UPON CHAIRS, AND BEGAN TO SAY UNTO THEM: 12 REMEMBER, MY CHILDREN, WHAT MY BROTHER SPOKE UNTO YOU AND WHAT HE DELIVERED BEFORE YOU: AND KNOW THIS, THAT IF YE [SEXLESSLY] ABSTAIN FROM THIS FOUL [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE, YE BECOME HOLY TEMPLES, PURE, BEING QUIT OF IMPULSES AND PAINS, SEEN AND UNSEEN, AND YE WILL ACQUIRE NO CARES OF LIFE OR OF CHILDREN, WHOSE END IS DESTRUCTION: AND IF INDEED YE GET MANY CHILDREN, FOR THEIR SAKES YE BECOME GRASPING AND COVETOUS, STRIPPING ORPHANS AND OVERREACHING WIDOWS, AND BY SO DOING SUBJECT YOURSELVES TO GRIEVOUS PUNISHMENTS. FOR THE MORE PART OF CHILDREN BECOME USELESS OPPRESSED OF DEVILS, SOME OPENLY AND SOME INVISIBLY, FOR THEY BECOME EITHER LUNATIC OR HALF WITHERED OR BLIND OR DEAF OR DUMB OR PARALYTIC OR FOOLISH; AND IF THEY BE SOUND, AGAIN THEY WILL BE VAIN, DOING USELESS OR ABOMINABLE ACTS, FOR THEY WILL BE CAUGHT EITHER IN ADULTERY OR MURDER OR THEFT OR FORNICATION, AND BY ALL THESE WILL YE BE AFFLICTED. BUT IF YE BE PERSUADED AND KEEP YOUR SOULS CHASTE BEFORE GOD, THERE WILL COME UNTO YOU LIVING CHILDREN WHOM THESE BLEMISHES TOUCH NOT, AND YE SHALL BE WITHOUT CARE, LEADING A TRANQUIL LIFE WITHOUT GRIEF OR ANXIETY, LOOKING TO RECEIVE THAT [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE AND TRUE MARRIAGE, AND YE SHALL BE THEREIN GROOMSMEN ENTERING INTO THAT BRIDE-CHAMBER WHICH IS FULL OF IMMORTALITY AND LIGHT. 13 AND WHEN THE YOUNG PEOPLE HEARD THESE THINGS, THEY BELIEVED THE LORD AND GAVE THEMSELVES UP UNTO HIM, AND ABSTAINED FROM FOUL [SEXUAL] DESIRE AND CONTINUED SO, PASSING THE NIGHT IN THAT PLACE. AND THE LORD DEPARTED FROM BEFORE THEM, SAYING THUS: THE GRACE OF THE LORD SHALL BE WITH YOU. AND WHEN THE MORNING WAS COME THE KING CAME TO MEET THEM AND FURNISHED A TABLE AND BROUGHT IT IN BEFORE THE BRIDEGROOM AND THE BRIDE. AND HE FOUND THEM SITTING OVER AGAINST EACH OTHER AND THE FACE OF THE BRIDE HE FOUND UNVEILED, AND THE BRIDEGROOM WAS RIGHT JOYFUL. AND THE MOTHER CAME UNTO THE BRIDE AND SAID: WHY SITTEST THOU SO, CHILD, AND ART NOT ASHAMED, BUT ART AS IF THOU HADST LIVED WITH THINE HUSBAND A LONG SEASON? AND HER FATHER SAID: BECAUSE OF THY GREAT [SEXLESS] LOVE TOWARD THINE HUSBAND DOST THOU NOT EVEN VEIL THYSELF? 14 AND THE BRIDE ANSWERED AND SAID: VERILY, FATHER, I AM IN GREAT [SEXLESS] LOVE, AND I PRAY MY LORD THAT THE [SEXLESS] LOVE WHICH I HAVE PERCEIVED THIS NIGHT MAY ABIDE WITH ME, AND I WILL ASK FOR THAT HUSBAND OF WHOM I HAVE LEARNED TO-DAY: AND THEREFORE I WILL NO MORE VEIL MYSELF, BECAUSE THE MIRROR (VEIL) OF SHAME IS REMOVED FROM ME; AND THEREFORE AM I NO MORE ASHAMED OR ABASHED, BECAUSE THE DEED OF SHAME AND CONFUSION IS DEPARTED FAR FROM ME; AND THAT I AM NOT CONFOUNDED, IT IS BECAUSE MY ASTONISHMENT HATH NOT CONTINUED WITH ME; AND THAT I AM IN CHEERFULNESS AND JOY, IT IS BECAUSE THE DAY OF MY JOY HATH NOT BEEN TROUBLED; AND THAT I HAVE SET AT NAUGHT THIS HUSBAND AND THIS MARRIAGE THAT PASSETH AWAY FROM BEFORE MINE EYES, IT IS BECAUSE I AM JOINED IN ANOTHER MARRIAGE; AND THAT I HAVE HAD NO [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH A HUSBAND THAT IS TEMPORAL, WHEREOF THE END IS WITH LASCIVIOUSNESS AND BITTERNESS OF SOUL, IT IS BECAUSE I AM YOKED UNTO A TRUE HUSBAND. 15 AND WHILE THE BRIDE WAS SAYING YET MORE THAN THIS, THE BRIDEGROOM ANSWERED AND SAID: I GIVE THEE THANKS, O LORD, THAT HAST BEEN PROCLAIMED BY THE STRANGER, AND FOUND IN US; WHO HAST REMOVED ME FAR FROM [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION AND SOWN LIFE IN ME; WHO HAST RID ME OF THIS DISEASE THAT IS HARD TO BE HEALED AND CURED AND ABIDETH FOR EVER, AND HAST IMPLANTED SOBER HEALTH IN ME; WHO HAST SHOWN ME THYSELF AND REVEALED UNTO ME ALL MY STATE WHEREIN I AM; WHO HAST REDEEMED ME FROM FALLING AND LED ME TO THAT WHICH IS BETTER, AND SET ME FREE FROM TEMPORAL THINGS AND MADE ME WORTHY OF THOSE THAT ARE IMMORTAL AND EVERLASTING; THAT HAST MADE THYSELF LOWLY EVEN DOWN TO ME AND MY LITTLENESS, THAT THOU MAYEST PRESENT ME UNTO THY GREATNESS AND UNITE ME UNTO THYSELF; WHO HAST NOT WITHHELD THINE OWN BOWELS FROM ME THAT WAS READY TO PERISH, BUT HAST SHOWN ME HOW TO SEEK MYSELF AND KNOW WHO I WAS, AND WHO AND IN WHAT MANNER I NOW AM, THAT I MAY AGAIN BECOME THAT WHICH I WAS: WHOM I KNEW NOT, BUT THYSELF DIDST SEEK ME OUT: OF WHOM I WAS NOT AWARE, BUT THYSELF HAST TAKEN ME TO THEE: WHOM I HAVE PERCEIVED, AND NOW AM NOT ABLE TO BE UNMINDFUL OF HIM: WHOSE [SEXUAL] LOVE BURNETH WITHIN ME, AND I CANNOT SPEAK IT AS IS FIT, BUT THAT WHICH I AM ABLE TO SAY OF IT IS LITTLE AND SCANTY, AND NOT FITLY PROPORTIONED UNTO HIS GLORY: YET HE BLAMETH ME NOT THAT PRESUME TO SAY UNTO HIM EVEN THAT WHICH I KNOW NOT: FOR IT IS BECAUSE OF HIS [SEXUAL] LOVE THAT I SAY EVEN THIS MUCH. 16 NOW WHEN THE KING HEARD THESE THINGS FROM THE BRIDEGROOM AND THE BRIDE, HE RENT HIS CLOTHES AND SAID UNTO THEM THAT STOOD BY HIM: GO FORTH QUICKLY AND GO ABOUT THE WHOLE CITY, AND TAKE AND BRING ME THAT MAN THAT IS A SORCERER WHO BY ILL FORTUNE CAME UNTO THIS CITY; FOR WITH MINE OWN HANDS I BROUGHT HIM INTO THIS HOUSE, AND I TOLD HIM TO PRAY OVER THIS MINE ILL-STARRED DAUGHTER; AND WHOSO FINDETH AND BRINGETH HIM TO ME, I WILL GIVE HIM WHATSOEVER HE ASKETH OF ME. THEY WENT, THEREFORE AND WENT ABOUT SEEKING HIM, AND FOUND HIM NOT; FOR HE HAD SET SAIL. THEY WENT ALSO UNTO THE INN WHERE HE HAD LODGED AND FOUND THERE THE FLUTE-GIRL WEEPING AND AFFLICTED BECAUSE HE HAD NOT TAKEN HER WITH HIM. AND WHEN THEY TOLD HER THE MATTER THAT HAD BEFALLEN WITH THE YOUNG PEOPLE, SHE WAS EXCEEDING GLAD AT HEARING IT, AND PUT AWAY HER GRIEF AND SAID: NOW HAVE I ALSO FOUND REST HERE. AND SHE ROSE UP AND WENT UNTO THEM, AND WAS WITH THEM A LONG TIME, UNTIL THEY HAD INSTRUCTED THE KING ALSO. AND MANY OF THE BRETHREN ALSO GATHERED THERE UNTIL THEY HEARD THE REPORT OF THE APOSTLE, THAT HE WAS COME UNTO THE CITIES OF INDIA AND WAS TEACHING THERE: AND THEY DEPARTED AND JOINED THEMSELVES UNTO HIM.
THE SECOND ACT: CONCERNING HIS COMING UNTO THE KING GUNDAPHORUS
17 NOW WHEN THE APOSTLE WAS COME INTO THE CITIES OF INDIA WITH ABBANES THE MERCHANT, ABBANES WENT TO SALUTE THE KING GUNDAPHORUS, AND REPORTED TO HIM OF THE CARPENTER WHOM HE HAD BROUGHT WITH HIM. AND THE KING WAS GLAD, AND COMMANDED HIM TO COME IN TO HIM. SO, WHEN HE WAS COME IN THE KING SAID UNTO HIM: WHAT CRAFT UNDERSTANDEST THOU? THE APOSTLE SAID UNTO HIM: THE CRAFT OF CARPENTERING AND OF BUILDING. THE KING SAITH UNTO HIM: WHAT CRAFTSMANSHIP, THEN, KNOWEST THOU IN WOOD, AND WHAT IN STONE? THE APOSTLE SAITH: IN WOOD: PLOUGHS, YOKES, GOADS, PULLEYS, AND BOATS AND OARS AND MASTS; AND IN STONE: PILLARS, TEMPLES, AND COURT-HOUSES FOR KINGS. AND THE KING SAID: CANST THOU BUILD ME A PALACE? AND HE ANSWERED: YEA, I CAN BOTH BUILD AND FURNISH IT; FOR TO THIS END AM I COME, TO BUILD AND TO DO THE WORK OF A CARPENTER. 18 AND THE KING TOOK HIM AND WENT OUT OF THE CITY GATES AND BEGAN TO SPEAK WITH HIM ON THE WAY CONCERNING THE BUILDING OF THE COURT-HOUSE, AND OF THE FOUNDATIONS, HOW THEY SHOULD BE LAID, UNTIL THEY CAME TO THE PLACE WHEREIN, HE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED THAT THE BUILDING SHOULD BE; AND HE SAID: HERE WILL I THAT THE BUILDING SHOULD BE. AND THE APOSTLE SAID: YEA, FOR THIS PLACE IS SUITABLE FOR THE BUILDING. BUT THE PLACE WAS WOODY AND THERE WAS MUCH WATER THERE. SO, THE KING SAID: BEGIN TO BUILD. BUT HE SAID: I CANNOT BEGIN TO BUILD NOW AT THIS SEASON. AND THE KING SAID: WHEN CANST THOU BEGIN? AND HE SAID: I WILL BEGIN IN THE MONTH DIUS AND FINISH IN XANTHICUS [NISAN, APRIL]. BUT THE KING MARVELLED AND SAID: EVERY BUILDING IS BUILDED IN SUMMER, AND CANST THOU IN THIS VERY WINTER BUILD AND MAKE READY A PALACE? AND THE APOSTLE SAID: THUS, IT MUST BE, AND NO OTHERWISE IS IT POSSIBLE. AND THE KING SAID: IF, THEN, THIS SEEM GOOD TO THEE, DRAW ME A PLAN, HOW THE WORK SHALL BE, BECAUSE I SHALL RETURN HITHER AFTER SOME LONG TIME. AND THE APOSTLE TOOK A REED AND DREW, MEASURING THE PLACE; AND THE DOORS HE SET TOWARD THE SUNRISING TO LOOK TOWARD THE LIGHT, AND THE WINDOWS TOWARD THE WEST TO THE BREEZES, AND THE BAKEHOUSE HE APPOINTED TO BE TOWARD THE SOUTH AND THE AQUEDUCT FOR THE SERVICE TOWARD THE NORTH. AND THE KING SAW IT AND SAID TO THE APOSTLE: VERILY THOU ART A CRAFTSMAN AND IT BELITTETH THEE TO BE A SERVANT OF KINGS. AND HE LEFT MUCH MONEY WITH HIM AND DEPARTED FROM HIM. 19 AND FROM TIME TO TIME HE SENT MONEY AND PROVISION, AND VICTUAL FOR HIM AND THE REST OF THE WORKMEN. BUT THOMAS RECEIVING IT ALL DISPENSED IT, GOING ABOUT THE CITIES AND THE VILLAGES ROUND ABOUT, DISTRIBUTING AND GIVING ALMS TO THE POOR AND AFFLICTED, AND RELIEVING THEM, SAYING: THE KING KNOWETH HOW TO OBTAIN RECOMPENSE FIT FOR KINGS, BUT AT THIS TIME IT IS NEEDFUL THAT THE POOR SHOULD HAVE REFRESHMENT. AFTER THESE THINGS THE KING SENT AN AMBASSADOR UNTO THE APOSTLE, AND WROTE THUS: SIGNIFY UNTO ME WHAT THOU HAST DONE OR WHAT I SHALL SEND THEE, OR OF WHAT THOU HAST NEED. AND THE APOSTLE SENT UNTO HIM, SAYING: THE PALACE (PRAETORIUM) IS BUILDED AND ONLY THE ROOF REMAINETH. AND THE KING HEARING IT SENT HIM AGAIN GOLD AND SILVER (LIT. UNSTAMPED), AND WROTE UNTO HIM: LET THE PALACE BE ROOFED, IF IT IS DONE. AND THE APOSTLE SAID UNTO THE LORD: I THANK THEE O LORD IN ALL THINGS [EPHESIANS 4:6], THAT THOU DIDST DIE FOR A LITTLE SPACE THAT I MIGHT LIVE FOR EVER IN THEE, AND THAT THOU HAST SOLD ME THAT BY ME THOU MIGHTEST SET FREE MANY. AND HE CEASED NOT TO TEACH AND TO REFRESH THE AFFLICTED, SAYING: THIS HATH THE LORD DISPENSED UNTO YOU, AND HE GIVETH UNTO EVERY MAN HIS FOOD: FOR HE IS THE NOURISHER OF ORPHANS AND STEWARD OF THE WIDOWS, AND UNTO ALL THAT ARE AFFLICTED HE IS RELIEF AND REST. 20 NOW WHEN THE KING CAME TO THE CITY, HE INQUIRED OF HIS FRIENDS CONCERNING THE PALACE WHICH JUDAS THAT IS CALLED THOMAS WAS BUILDING FOR HIM. AND THEY TOLD HIM: NEITHER HATH HE BUILT A PALACE NOR DONE AUGHT ELSE OF THAT HE PROMISED TO PERFORM, BUT HE GOETH ABOUT THE CITIES AND COUNTRIES, AND WHATSOEVER HE HATH HE GIVETH UNTO THE POOR, AND TEACHETH OF A NEW GOD, AND HEALETH THE SICK, AND DRIVETH OUT DEVILS, AND DOETH MANY OTHER WONDERFUL THINGS; AND WE THINK HIM TO BE A SORCERER. YET HIS COMPASSIONS AND HIS CURES WHICH ARE DONE OF HIM FREELY, AND MOREOVER THE SIMPLICITY AND KINDNESS OF HIM AND HIS FAITH, DO DECLARE THAT HE IS A RIGHTEOUS MAN OR AN APOSTLE OF THE NEW GOD WHOM HE PREACHETH; FOR HE FASTETH CONTINUALLY AND PRAYETH, AND EATETH BREAD ONLY, WITH SALT, AND HIS DRINK IS WATER, AND HE WEARETH BUT ONE GARMENT ALIKE IN FAIR WEATHER AND IN WINTER, AND RECEIVETH NOUGHT OF ANY MAN, AND THAT HE HATH HE GIVETH UNTO OTHERS. AND WHEN THE KING HEARD THAT, HE RUBBED HIS FACE WITH HIS HANDS, AND SHOOK HIS HEAD FOR A LONG SPACE. 21 AND HE SENT FOR THE MERCHANT WHICH HAD BROUGHT HIM, AND FOR THE APOSTLE, AND SAID UNTO HIM: HAST THOU BUILT ME THE PALACE? AND HE SAID: YEA. AND THE KING SAID: WHEN, THEN, SHALL WE GO AND SEE IT? BUT HE ANSWERED HIM AND SAID: THOU CANST NOT SEE IT NOW, BUT WHEN THOU DEPARTEST THIS LIFE, THEN THOU SHALT SEE IT. AND THE KING WAS EXCEEDING WROTH, AND COMMANDED BOTH THE MERCHANT AND JUDAS WHICH IS CALLED THOMAS TO BE PUT IN BONDS AND CAST INTO PRISON UNTIL HE SHOULD INQUIRE AND LEARN UNTO WHOM THE KING'S MONEY HAD BEEN GIVEN, AND SO DESTROY BOTH HIM AND THE MERCHANT. AND THE APOSTLE WENT UNTO THE PRISON REJOICING, AND SAID TO THE MERCHANT: FEAR THOU NOTHING, ONLY BELIEVE IN THE GOD THAT IS PREACHED BY ME, AND THOU SHALT INDEED BE SET FREE FROM THIS WORLD, BUT FROM THE WORLD TO COME THOU SHALT RECEIVE LIFE. AND THE KING TOOK THOUGHT WITH WHAT DEATH HE SHOULD DESTROY THEM. AND WHEN HE HAD DETERMINED TO FLAY THEM ALIVE AND BURN THEM WITH FIRE, IN THE SAME NIGHT GAD THE KING'S BROTHER FELL SICK, AND BY REASON OF HIS VEXATION AND THE DECEIT WHICH THE KING HAD SUFFERED HE WAS GREATLY OPPRESSED; AND SENT FOR THE KING AND SAID UNTO HIM: O KING MY BROTHER, I COMMIT UNTO THEE MINE HOUSE AND MY CHILDREN; FOR I AM VEXED BY REASON OF THE PROVOCATION THAT HATH BEFALLEN THEE, AND LO, I DIE; AND IF THOU VISIT NOT WITH VENGEANCE UPON THE HEAD OF THAT SORCERER, THOU WILT GIVE MY SOUL NO REST IN HELL. AND THE KING SAID TO HIS BROTHER: ALL THIS NIGHT HAVE I CONSIDERED HOW I SHOULD PUT HIM TO DEATH AND THIS HATH SEEMED GOOD TO ME, TO FLAY HIM AND BURN HIM WITH FIRE, BOTH HIM AND THE MERCHANT WHICH BROUGHT HIM (SYR. THEN THE BROTHER OF THE KING SAID TO HIM: AND IF THERE BE ANYTHING ELSE THAT IS WORSE THAN THIS, DO IT TO HIM; AND I GIVE THEE CHARGE OF MY HOUSE AND MY CHILDREN). 22 AND AS THEY TALKED TOGETHER, THE SOUL OF HIS BROTHER GAD DEPARTED. AND THE KING MOURNED SORE FOR GAD, FOR HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM MUCH, AND COMMANDED THAT HE SHOULD BE BURIED IN ROYAL AND PRECIOUS APPAREL (SYR. SEPULCHER). NOW AFTER THIS, ANGELS TOOK THE SOUL OF GAD THE KING'S BROTHER AND BORE IT UP INTO HEAVEN, SHOWING UNTO HIM THE PLACES AND DWELLINGS THAT WERE THERE, AND INQUIRED OF HIM: IN WHICH PLACE WOULDEST THOU DWELL? AND WHEN THEY DREW NEAR UNTO THE BUILDING OF THOMAS THE APOSTLE WHICH HE HAD BUILT FOR THE KING, GAD SAW IT AND SAID UNTO THE ANGELS: I BESEECH YOU, MY LORDS, SUFFER ME TO DWELL IN ONE OF THE LOWEST ROOMS OF THESE. AND THEY SAID TO HIM: THOU CANST NOT DWELL IN THIS BUILDING. AND HE SAID: WHEREFORE? AND THEY SAY UNTO HIM: THIS IS THAT PALACE WHICH THAT CHRISTIAN BUILDED FOR THY BROTHER. AND HE SAID: I BESEECH YOU, MY LORDS, SUFFER ME TO GO TO MY BROTHER, THAT I MAY BUY THIS PALACE OF HIM, FOR MY BROTHER KNOWETH NOT OF WHAT SORT IT IS, AND HE WILL SELL IT UNTO ME. 23 THEN THE ANGELS LET THE SOUL OF GAD GO. AND AS THEY WERE PUTTING HIS GRAVE CLOTHES UPON HIM, HIS SOUL ENTERED INTO HIM AND HE SAID TO THEM THAT STOOD ABOUT HIM: CALL MY BROTHER UNTO ME, THAT I MAY ASK ONE PETITION OF HIM. STRAIGHTWAY THEREFORE THEY TOLD THE KING, SAYING: THY BROTHER IS REVIVED. AND THE KING RAN FORTH WITH A GREAT COMPANY AND CAME UNTO HIS BROTHER AND ENTERED IN AND STOOD BY HIS BED AS ONE AMAZED, NOT BEING ABLE TO SPEAK TO HIM. AND HIS BROTHER SAID: I KNOW AND AM PERSUADED, MY BROTHER, THAT IF ANY MAN HAD ASKED OF THEE THE HALF OF THY KINGDOM, THOU WOULDEST HAVE GIVEN IT HIM FOR MY SAKE; THEREFORE, I BEG OF THEE TO GRANT ME ONE FAVOUR WHICH I ASK OF THEE, THAT THOU WOULDEST SELL ME THAT WHICH I ASK OF THEE. AND THE KING ANSWERED AND SAID: AND WHAT IS IT WHICH THOU ASKEST ME TO SELL THEE? AND HE SAID: CONVINCE ME BY AN OATH THAT THOU WILT GRANT IT ME. AND THE KING SWARE UNTO HIM: ONE OF MY POSSESSIONS, WHATSOEVER THOU SHALT ASK, I WILL GIVE THEE. AND HE SAITH TO HIM: SELL ME THAT PALACE WHICH THOU HAST IN THE HEAVENS? AND THE KING SAID: WHENCE SHOULD I HAVE A PALACE IN THE HEAVENS? AND HE SAID: EVEN THAT WHICH THAT CHRISTIAN BUILT FOR THEE WHICH IS NOW IN THE PRISON, WHOM THE MERCHANT BROUGHT UNTO THEE, HAVING PURCHASED HIM OF ONE JESUS: I MEAN THAT HEBREW SLAVE WHOM THOU [SEXUALLY] DESIREDST TO PUNISH AS HAVING SUFFERED DECEIT AT HIS HAND: WHEREAT I WAS GRIEVED AND DIED, AND AM NOW REVIVED. 24 THEN THE KING CONSIDERING THE MATTER, UNDERSTOOD IT OF THOSE ETERNAL BENEFITS WHICH SHOULD COME TO HIM AND WHICH CONCERNED HIM, AND SAID: THAT PALACE I CANNOT SELL THEE, BUT I PRAY TO ENTER INTO IT AND DWELL THEREIN AND TO BE ACCOUNTED WORTHY OF THE INHABITERS OF IT, BUT IF THOU INDEED [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST TO BUY SUCH A PALACE, LO, THE MAN LIVETH AND SHALL BUILD THEE ONE BETTER THAN IT. AND FORTHWITH HE SENT AND BROUGHT OUT OF PRISON THE APOSTLE AND THE MERCHANT THAT WAS SHUT UP WITH HIM, SAYING: I ENTREAT THEE, AS A MAN THAT ENTREATETH THE MINISTER OF GOD, THAT THOU WOULDEST PRAY FOR ME AND BESEECH HIM WHOSE MINISTER THOU ART TO FORGIVE ME AND OVERLOOK THAT WHICH I HAVE DONE UNTO THEE OR THOUGHT TO DO, AND THAT I MAY BECOME A WORTHY INHABITER OF THAT DWELLING FOR THE WHICH I TOOK NO PAINS, BUT THOU HAST BUILDED IT FOR ME, LABOURING ALONE, THE GRACE OF THY GOD WORKING WITH THEE, AND THAT I ALSO MAY BECOME A SERVANT AND SERVE THIS GOD WHOM THOU PREACHEST. AND HIS BROTHER ALSO FELL DOWN BEFORE THE APOSTLE AND SAID: I ENTREAT AND SUPPLICATE THEE BEFORE THY GOD THAT I MAY BECOME WORTHY OF HIS MINISTRY AND SERVICE, AND THAT IT MAY FALL TO ME TO BE WORTHY OF THE THINGS THAT WERE SHOWN UNTO ME BY HIS ANGELS. 25 AND THE APOSTLE, FILLED WITH JOY, SAID: I PRAISE THEE, O LORD JESU [S], THAT THOU HAST REVEALED THY TRUTH IN THESE MEN; FOR THOU ONLY ART THE GOD OF TRUTH, AND NONE OTHER, AND THOU ART HE THAT KNOWETH ALL THINGS THAT ARE UNKNOWN TO THE MOST; THOU, LORD, ART HE THAT IN ALL THINGS SHOWEST COMPASSION AND SPAREST MEN. FOR MEN BY REASON OF THE [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] THAT IS IN THEM HAVE OVERLOOKED THEE BUT THOU HAST NOT OVERLOOKED THEM. AND NOW AT MV SUPPLICATION AND REQUEST DO THOU RECEIVE THE KING AND HIS BROTHER AND JOIN THEM UNTO THY FOLD, CLEANSING THEM WITH THY WASHING AND ANOINTING THEM WITH THINE OIL FROM THE [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] THAT ENCOMPASSETH THEM: AND KEEP THEM ALSO FROM THE WOLVES, BEARING THEM INTO THY MEADOWS. AND GIVE THEM DRINK OUT OF THINE IMMORTAL FOUNTAIN WHICH IS NEITHER FOULED NOR DRIETH UP; FOR THEY ENTREAT AND SUPPLICATE THEE AND [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO BECOME THY SERVANTS AND MINISTERS, AND FOR THIS THEY ARE CONTENT EVEN TO BE PERSECUTED OF THINE ENEMIES, AND FOR THY SAKE TO BE HATED OF THEM AND TO BE MOCKED AND TO DIE, LIKE AS THOU FOR OUR SAKE DIDST SUFFER ALL THESE THINGS, THAT THOU MIGHTEST PRESERVE US, THOU THAT ART LORD AND VERILY THE GOOD SHEPHERD. AND DO THOU GRANT THEM TO HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THEE ALONE, AND THE SUCCOR THAT COMETH OF THEE AND THE HOPE OF THEIR SALVATION WHICH THEY LOOK FOR FROM THEE ALONE; AND THAT THEY MAY BE GROUNDED IN THY MYSTERIES AND RECEIVE THE PERFECT GOOD OF THY GRACES AND GIFTS, AND FLOURISH IN THY MINISTRY AND COME TO PERFECTION IN THY FATHER [STEPHEN]. 26 BEING THEREFORE WHOLLY SET UPON THE APOSTLE, BOTH THE KING GUNDAPHORUS AND GAD HIS BROTHER FOLLOWED HIM AND DEPARTED NOT FROM HIM AT ALL, AND THEY ALSO RELIEVED THEM THAT HAD NEED GIVING UNTO ALL AND REFRESHING ALL. AND THEY BESOUGHT HIM THAT THEY ALSO MIGHT HENCEFORTH RECEIVE THE SEAL OF THE WORD, SAYING UNTO HIM: SEEING THAT OUR SOULS ARE AT LEISURE AND EAGER TOWARD GOD, GIVE THOU US THE SEAL; FOR WE HAVE HEARD THEE SAY THAT THE GOD WHOM THOU PREACHEST KNOWETH HIS OWN SHEEP BY HIS SEAL. AND THE APOSTLE SAID UNTO THEM: I ALSO REJOICE AND ENTREAT YOU TO RECEIVE THIS SEAL, AND TO PARTAKE WITH ME IN THIS EUCHARIST AND BLESSING OF THE LORD, AND TO BE MADE PERFECT THEREIN. FOR THIS IS THE LORD AND GOD OF ALL, EVEN JESUS CHRIST WHOM I PREACH, AND HE IS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF TRUTH, IN WHOM I HAVE TAUGHT YOU TO BELIEVE. AND HE COMMANDED THEM TO BRING OIL, THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE THE SEAL BY THE OIL. THEY BROUGHT THE OIL THEREFORE, AND LIGHTED MANY LAMPS; FOR IT WAS NIGHT (SYR. WHOM I PREACH: AND THE KING GAVE ORDERS THAT THE BATH SHOULD BE CLOSED FOR SEVEN DAYS, AND THAT NO MAN SHOULD BATHE IN IT: AND WHEN THE SEVEN DAYS WERE DONE, ON THE EIGHTH DAY THEY THREE ENTERED INTO THE BATH BY NIGHT THAT JUDAS MIGHT BAPTIZE THEM. AND MANY LAMPS WERE LIGHTED IN THE BATH). 27 AND THE APOSTLE AROSE AND SEALED THEM. AND THE LORD WAS REVEALED UNTO THEM BY A VOICE, SAYING: PEACE BE UNTO YOU BRETHREN. AND THEY HEARD HIS VOICE ONLY, BUT HIS LIKENESS THEY SAW NOT, FOR THEY HAD NOT YET RECEIVED THE ADDED SEALING OF THE SEAL (SYR. HAD NOT BEEN BAPTIZED). AND THE APOSTLE TOOK THE OIL AND POURED IT UPON THEIR HEADS AND ANOINTED AND CHRISMED THEM, AND BEGAN TO SAY (SYR. AND JUDAS WENT UP AND STOOD UPON THE EDGE OF THE CISTERN AND POURED OIL UPON THEIR HEADS AND SAID):
COME, THOU HOLY NAME OF THE CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT IS ABOVE EVERY NAME.
COME, THOU POWER OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND THE COMPASSION THAT IS PERFECT.
COME, GIFT (CHARISM) OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH].
COME, COMPASSIONATE MOTHER [VICTORIA].
COME, COMMUNION OF THE MALE.
COME, SHE THAT REVEALETH THE HIDDEN MYSTERIES.
COME, MOTHER OF THE SEVEN HOUSES, THAT THY REST MAY BE IN THE EIGHTH HOUSE.
COME, ELDER OF THE FIVE MEMBERS, MIND, THOUGHT, REFLECTION, CONSIDERATION, REASON; COMMUNICATE WITH THESE YOUNG MEN.
COME, HOLY SPIRIT, AND CLEANSE THEIR REINS AND THEIR HEART, AND GIVE THEM THE ADDED SEAL, IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND SON [JESUS] AND HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN].
AND WHEN THEY WERE SEALED, THERE APPEARED UNTO THEM A YOUTH HOLDING A LIGHTED TORCH, SO THAT THEIR LAMPS BECAME DIM AT THE APPROACH OF THE LIGHT THEREOF. AND HE WENT FORTH AND WAS NO MORE SEEN OF THEM. AND THE APOSTLE SAID UNTO THE LORD: THY LIGHT, O LORD, IS NOT TO BE CONTAINED BY US, AND WE ARE NOT ABLE TO BEAR IT, FOR IT IS TOO GREAT FOR OUR SIGHT. AND WHEN THE DAWN CAME AND IT WAS MORNING, HE, BRAKE BREAD AND MADE THEM PARTAKERS OF THE EUCHARIST OF THE CHRIST. AND THEY WERE GLAD AND REJOICED. AND MANY OTHERS ALSO, BELIEVING, WERE ADDED TO THEM, AND CAME INTO THE REFUGE OF THE SAVIOUR. 28 AND THE APOSTLE CEASED NOT TO PREACH AND TO SAY UNTO THEM: YE MEN AND WOMEN, BOYS AND GIRLS, YOUNG MEN AND MAIDENS, STRONG MEN AND AGED, WHETHER BOND OR FREE, ABSTAIN FROM FORNICATION AND COVETOUSNESS AND THE SERVICE OF THE BELLY: FOR UNDER THESE THREE HEADS ALL INIQUITY COMETH ABOUT. FOR FORNICATION BLINDETH THE MIND AND DARKENETH THE EYES OF THE SOUL, AND IS AN IMPEDIMENT TO THE LIFE (CONVERSATION) OF THE BODY, TURNING THE WHOLE MAN UNTO WEAKNESS AND CASTING THE WHOLE BODY INTO SICKNESS. AND GREED PUTTETH THE SOUL INTO FEAR AND SHAME; BEING WITHIN THE BODY IT SEIZETH UPON THE GOODS OF OTHERS, AND IS UNDER FEAR LEST IF IT, RESTORE OTHER MEN'S GOODS TO THEIR OWNER IT BE PUT TO SHAME. AND THE SERVICE OF THE BELLY CASTETH THE SOUL INTO THOUGHTS AND CARES AND VEXATIONS, TAKING THOUGHT LEST IT COME TO BE IN WANT, AND HAVE NEED OF THOSE THINGS THAT ARE FAR FROM IT. IF, THEN, YE BE RID OF THESE YE BECOME FREE OF CARE AND GRIEF AND FEAR, AND THAT ABIDETH WITH YOU WHICH WAS SAID BY THE SAVIOUR: TAKE NO THOUGHT FOR THE MORROW, FOR THE MORROW SHALL TAKE THOUGHT FOR THE THINGS OF ITSELF. REMEMBER ALSO THAT WORD OF HIM OF WHOM I SPAKE: LOOK AT THE RAVENS AND SEE THE FOWLS OF THE HEAVEN, THAT THEY NEITHER SOW NOR REAP NOR GATHER INTO BARNS, AND GOD DISPENSETH UNTO THEM; HOW MUCH MORE UNTO YOU, O YE OF LITTLE FAITH? BUT LOOK YE FOR HIS COMING AND HAVE YOUR HOPE IN HIM AND BELIEVE ON HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. FOR HE IS THE JUDGE OF QUICK AND DEAD, AND HE GIVETH TO EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO THEIR DEEDS, AND AT HIS COMING AND HIS LATTER APPEARING NO MAN HATH ANY WORD OF EXCUSE WHEN HE IS TO BE JUDGED BY HIM, AS THOUGH HE HAD NOT HEARD. FOR HIS HERALDS DO PROCLAIM IN THE FOUR QUARTERS (CLIMATES) OF THE WORLD. REPENT YE, THEREFORE, AND BELIEVE THE PROMISE AND RECEIVE THE YOKE OF MEEKNESS AND THE LIGHT BURDEN, THAT YE MAY LIVE AND NOT DIE. THESE THINGS GET, THESE KEEP. COME FORTH OF THE DARKNESS THAT THE LIGHT MAY RECEIVE YOU! COME UNTO HIM THAT IS INDEED GOOD, THAT YE MAY RECEIVE GRACE OF HIM AND IMPLANT HIS SIGN IN YOUR SOULS. 29 AND WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN, SOME OF THEM THAT STOOD BY SAID: IT IS TIME FOR THE CREDITOR TO RECEIVE THE DEBT. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: HE THAT IS LORD OF THE DEBT [SEXUALLY] DESIRETH ALWAYS TO RECEIVE MORE; BUT LET US GIVE HIM THAT WHICH IS DUE. AND HE BLESSED THEM, AND TOOK BREAD AND OIL AND HERBS AND SALT AND BLESSED AND GAVE UNTO THEM; BUT HE HIMSELF CONTINUED HIS FAST, FOR THE LORD'S DAY [SUNDAY] WAS COMING ON (SYR. AND HE HIMSELF ATE, BECAUSE THE SUNDAY WAS DAWNING). AND WHEN NIGHT FELL AND HE SLEPT, THE LORD CAME AND STOOD AT HIS HEAD, SAYING: THOMAS, RISE EARLY, AND HAVING BLESSED THEM ALL, AFTER THE PRAYER AND THE MINISTRY GO BY THE EASTERN ROAD TWO MILES AND THERE WILL I SHOW THEE MY GLORY: FOR BY THY GOING SHALL MANY TAKE REFUGE WITH ME, AND THOU SHALT BRING TO LIGHT THE NATURE AND POWER OF THE ENEMY. AND HE ROSE UP FROM SLEEP AND SAID UNTO THE BRETHREN THAT WERE WITH HIM: CHILDREN, THE LORD WOULD ACCOMPLISH SOMEWHAT BY ME TO-DAY, BUT LET US PRAY, AND ENTREAT OF HIM THAT WE MAY HAVE NO IMPEDIMENT TOWARD HIM, BUT THAT AS AT ALL TIMES, SO NOW ALSO IT MAY BE DONE ACCORDING TO HIS [SEXLESS] DESIRE AND WILL BY US. AND HAVING SO SAID, HE LAID HIS HANDS ON THEM AND BLESSED THEM, AND BRAKE THE BREAD OF THE EUCHARIST AND GAVE IT THEM, SAYING: THIS EUCHARIST SHALL BE UNTO YOU FOR COMPASSION AND MERCY, AND NOT UNTO JUDGEMENT AND RETRIBUTION. AND THEY SAID AMEN. IN THE ACTS OF THOMAS, 27, THE APOSTLE, BEING ABOUT TO BAPTIZE GUNDAPHORUS THE KING OF INDIA WITH HIS BROTHER GAD, INVOKES THE HOLY NAME OF THE CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND AMONG OTHER INVOCATIONS SAYS (ACCORDING TO THE BEST GREEK TEXT): 'COME, O ELDER OF THE FIVE MEMBERS, MIND, IDEA, THOUGHTFULNESS, CONSIDERATION, REASONING, COMMUNICATE WITH THESE YOUTHS.' WHAT IS THE ESSENTIAL DISTINCTION OF THESE FIVE WORDS FOR 'MIND', AND WHAT IS MEANT BY THE 'ELDER' (PRESBUTEROS, GREEK)? WE TURN TO THE SYRIAC, AS THE ORIGINAL LANGUAGE IN WHICH OUR TALE WAS COMPOSED THOUGH OUR PRESENT TEXT, WHICH RESTS HERE ON TWO MANUSCRIPTS, HAS NOW AND THEN BEEN BOWDLERIZED IN THE DIRECTION OF MORE CONVENTIONAL PHRASEOLOGY, A PROCESS THAT THE GREEK HAS OFTEN ESCAPED. HERE IN THE SYRIAC WE FIND (WRIGHT, P.193, L.13; E.TR., P.166, LAST LINE BUT ONE): 'COME, MESSENGER OF RECONCILIATION, AND COMMUNICATE WITH THE MINDS OF THESE YOUTHS.' THE WORD FOR 'COME' IS FEM., WHILE 'MESSENGER' (IZGADDA) IS MASC. THIS IS BECAUSE THE WHOLE PRAYER IS AN INVOCATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHICH IN OLD SYRIAC IS INVARIABLY TREATED AS FEMININE. THE WORD FOR MESSENGER IS THAT USED IN THE MANICHAEAN COSMOGONY FOR A HEAVENLY SPIRIT SENT FROM THE DIVINE LIGHT: THIS SPIRIT APPEARED AS ANDROGYNOUS, SO THAT THE USE OF THE WORD HERE WITH THE FEMININE VERB IS NOT INAPPROPRIATE. IT FURTHER LEADS US TO LOOK OUT FOR OTHER INDICATIONS OF MANICHAEAN PHRASEOLOGY IN THE PASSAGE. BUT FIRST IT SUGGESTS TO US THAT [PRESBUTEROS] IN OUR PASSAGE IS A CORRUPTION OF, OR IS USED FOR, [PRESBEUTES], 'AN AMBASSADOR'. AS FOR THE FIVE WORDS FOR 'MIND', THEY ARE CLEARLY THE EQUIVALENTS OF [HAUNA, MAD'A, RE'YANA, MAHSHEBHATHA, TAR'ITHA], NAMED BY THEODORE BAR KHONI AS THE FIVE SHEKHINAS, OR DWELLINGS, OR MANIFESTATIONS, OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF GREATNESS, THE TITLE BY WHICH THE MANICHAEANS SPOKE OF THE ULTIMATE SOURCE OF LIGHT. THERE IS A GOOD DISCUSSION OF THESE FIVE WORDS IN [RECHERCHES SUR LE MANICHEISME]. IN ENGLISH WE MAY SAY: HAUNA MEANS 'SANITY', MAD'A MEANS 'REASON', RE'YANA MEANS 'MIND', MAHSHABHETHA MEANS 'IMAGINATION', TAR'ITHA MEANS 'INTENTION' THE GREEK TERMS, USED HERE AND ALSO IN ACTA ARCHELAI, ARE IN MY OPINION MERELY EQUIVALENTS FOR THE SYRIAC TERMS.
THE THIRD ACT: CONCERNING THE SERVANT
30 AND THE APOSTLE WENT FORTH TO GO WHERE THE LORD HAD BIDDEN HIM; AND WHEN HE WAS NEAR TO THE SECOND MILE (STONE) AND HAD TURNED A LITTLE OUT OF THE WAY, HE SAW THE BODY OF A COMELY YOUTH LYING, AND SAID: LORD, IS IT FOR THIS THAT THOU HAST BROUGHT ME FORTH, TO COME HITHER THAT I MIGHT SEE THIS (TRIAL) [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION? THY WILL THEREFORE BE DONE AS THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST. AND HE BEGAN TO PRAY AND TO SAY: O LORD, THE JUDGE OF QUICK AND DEAD, OF THE QUICK THAT STAND BY AND THE DEAD THAT LIE HERE, AND MASTER AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL THINGS, AND FATHER [STEPHEN] NOT ONLY OF THE SOULS THAT ARE IN BODIES BUT OF THEM THAT HAVE GONE FORTH OF THEM, FOR OF THE SOULS ALSO THAT ARE IN [SEXUAL] POLLUTIONS (AL. BODIES) THOU ART LORD AND JUDGE; COME THOU AT THIS HOUR WHEREIN I CALL UPON THEE AND SHOW FORTH THY GLORY UPON HIM THAT LIETH HERE. AND HE TURNED HIMSELF UNTO THEM THAT FOLLOWED HIM AND SAID: THIS THING IS NOT COME TO PASS WITHOUT CAUSE, BUT THE ENEMY HATH EFFECTED IT AND BROUGHT IT ABOUT THAT HE MAY ASSAULT (?) US THEREBY; AND SEE YE THAT HE HATH NOT MADE USE OF ANOTHER SORT, NOR WROUGHT THROUGH ANY OTHER CREATURE SAVE THAT WHICH IS HIS SUBJECT. 31 AND WHEN HE HAD SO SAID, A GREAT (SYR. BLACK) SERPENT (DRAGON) CAME OUT OF A HOLE, BEATING WITH HIS HEAD AND SHAKING HIS TAIL UPON THE GROUND, AND WITH (USING) A LOUD VOICE SAID UNTO THE APOSTLE: I WILL TELL BEFORE THEE THE CAUSE WHEREFORE I SLEW THIS MAN, SINCE THOU ART COME HITHER FOR THAT END, TO REPROVE MY WORKS. AND THE APOSTLE SAID: YEA, SAY ON. AND THE SERPENT: THERE IS A CERTAIN BEAUTIFUL WOMAN IN THIS VILLAGE OVER AGAINST US; AND AS SHE PASSED BY ME (OR MY PLACE) I SAW HER AND WAS ENAMORED OF HER, AND I FOLLOWED HER AND KEPT WATCH UPON HER; AND I FOUND THIS YOUTH KISSING HER, AND HE HAD [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH HER AND DID OTHER SHAMEFUL ACTS WITH HER: AND FOR ME IT WAS EASY TO DECLARE THEM BEFORE THEE, FOR I KNOW THAT THOU ART THE TWIN BROTHER OF THE CHRIST AND ALWAYS ABOLISHEST OUR NATURE (SYR. EASY FOR ME TO SAY, BUT TO THEE I DO NOT DARE TO UTTER THEM BECAUSE I KNOW THAT THE OCEAN-FLOOD OF THE MESSIAH WILL DESTROY OUR NATURE): BUT BECAUSE I WOULD NOT AFFRIGHT HER, I SLEW HIM NOT AT THAT TIME, BUT WAITED FOR HIM TILL HE PASSED BY IN THE EVENING AND SMOTE AND SLEW HIM, AND ESPECIALLY BECAUSE HE ADVENTURED TO DO THIS UPON THE LORD'S DAY [SUNDAY]. AND THE APOSTLE INQUIRED OF HIM, SAYING: TELL ME OF WHAT SEED AND OF WHAT RACE THOU ART. 32 AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: I AM A REPTILE OF THE REPTILE NATURE AND NOXIOUS SON OF THE NOXIOUS FATHER: OF HIM THAT HURT AND SMOTE THE FOUR BRETHREN WHICH STOOD UPRIGHT (OM. SYR.: THE ELEMENTS OR FOUR CARDINAL POINTS MAY BE MEANT) I AM SON TO HIM THAT SITTETH ON A THRONE OVER ALL THE EARTH THAT RECEIVETH BACK HIS OWN FROM THEM THAT BORROW: I AM SON TO HIM THAT GIRDETH ABOUT THE SPHERE: AND I AM KIN TO HIM THAT IS OUTSIDE THE OCEAN, WHOSE TAIL IS SET IN HIS OWN MOUTH: I AM HE THAT ENTERED THROUGH THE BARRIER (FENCE) INTO PARADISE AND SPOKE WITH EVE THE THINGS WHICH MY FATHER BADE ME SPEAK UNTO HER: I AM HE THAT KINDLED AND INFLAMED CAIN TO KILL HIS OWN BROTHER, AND ON MINE ACCOUNT DID THORNS AND THISTLES GROW UP IN THE EARTH: I AM HE THAT CAST DOWN THE ANGELS FROM ABOVE AND BOUND THEM IN [SEXUAL] LUSTS AFTER WOMEN, THAT CHILDREN BORN OF EARTH MIGHT COME OF THEM AND I MIGHT WORK MY WILL IN THEM: I AM HE THAT HARDENED PHARAOH'S HEART THAT HE SHOULD SLAY THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AND ENSLAVE THEM WITH THE YOKE OF CRUELTY: I AM HE THAT CAUSED THE MULTITUDE TO ERR IN THE WILDERNESS WHEN THEY MADE THE CALF: I AM HE THAT INFLAMED HEROD AND ENKINDLED CAIAPHAS UNTO FALSE ACCUSATION OF A LIE BEFORE PILATE; FOR THIS WAS FITTING TO ME: I AM HE THAT STIRRED UP JUDAS AND BRIBED HIM TO DELIVER UP THE CHRIST: I AM HE THAT INHABITETH AND HOLDETH THE DEEP OF HELL (TARTARUS), BUT THE SON OF GOD HATH WRONGED ME, AGAINST MY WILL, AND TAKEN (CHOSEN) THEM THAT WERE HIS OWN FROM ME: I AM KIN TO HIM THAT IS TO COME FROM THE EAST, UNTO WHOM ALSO POWER IS GIVEN TO DO WHAT HE WILL UPON THE EARTH. 33 AND WHEN THAT SERPENT HAD SPOKEN THESE THINGS IN THE HEARING OF ALL THE PEOPLE, THE APOSTLE LIFTED UP HIS VOICE ON HIGH AND SAID: CEASE THOU HENCEFORTH, O MOST SHAMELESS ONE, AND BE PUT TO CONFUSION AND DIE WHOLLY, FOR THE END OF THY DESTRUCTION IS COME, AND DARE NOT TO TELL OF WHAT THOU HAST DONE BY THEM THAT HAVE BECOME SUBJECT UNTO THEE. AND I CHARGE THEE IN THE NAME [STEPHEN] OF THAT JESUS WHO UNTIL NOW CONTENDETH WITH YOU FOR THE MEN THAT ARE HIS OWN, THAT THOU SUCK OUT THY VENOM WHICH THOU HAST PUT INTO THIS MAN, AND DRAW IT FORTH AND TAKE IT FROM HIM. BUT THE SERPENT SAID: NOT YET IS THE END OF OUR TIME COME AS THOU HAST SAID. WHEREFORE COMPELLEST THOU ME TO TAKE BACK THAT WHICH I HAVE PUT INTO THIS MAN, AND TO DIE BEFORE MY TIME? FOR MINE OWN FATHER, WHEN HE SHALL DRAW FORTH AND SUCK OUT THAT WHICH HE HATH CAST INTO THE CREATION, THEN SHALL HIS END COME. AND THE APOSTLE SAID UNTO HIM: SHOW, THEN, NOW THE NATURE OF THY FATHER. AND THE SERPENT CAME NEAR AND SET HIS MOUTH UPON THE WOUND OF THE YOUNG MAN AND SUCKED FORTH THE GALL OUT OF IT. AND BY LITTLE AND LITTLE THE COLOUR OF THE YOUNG MAN WHICH WAS AS PURPLE, BECAME WHITE, BUT THE SERPENT SWELLED UP. AND WHEN THE SERPENT HAD DRAWN UP ALL THE GALL INTO HIMSELF, THE YOUNG MAN LEAPT UP AND STOOD, AND RAN AND FELL AT THE APOSTLE'S FEET: BUT THE SERPENT BEING SWELLED UP, BURST AND DIED, AND HIS VENOM AND GALL WERE SHED FORTH; AND IN THE PLACE WHERE HIS VENOM WAS SHED THERE CAME A GREAT GULF, AND THAT SERPENT WAS SWALLOWED UP THEREIN. AND THE APOSTLE SAID UNTO THE KING AND HIS BROTHER: TAKE WORKMEN AND FILL UP THAT PLACE, AND LAY FOUNDATIONS AND BUILD HOUSES UPON THEM, THAT IT MAY BE A DWELLING-PLACE FOR STRANGERS. 34 BUT THE YOUTH SAID UNTO THE APOSTLE WITH MANY TEARS: WHEREIN HAVE I [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST THEE? FOR THOU ART A MAN THAT HAST TWO FORMS, AND WHERESOEVER THOU WILT, THERE THOU ART FOUND, AND ART RESTRAINED OF NO MAN, AS I BEHOLD. FOR I SAW THAT MAN THAT STOOD BY THEE AND SAID UNTO THEE: I HAVE MANY WONDERS TO SHOW FORTH BY THY MEANS AND I HAVE GREAT WORKS TO ACCOMPLISH BY THEE, FOR WHICH THOU SHALT RECEIVE A REWARD; AND THOU SHALT MAKE MANY TO LIVE, AND THEY SHALL BE IN REST IN LIGHT ETERNAL AS CHILDREN OF GOD. DO THOU THEN, SAITH HE, SPEAKING UNTO THEE OF ME, QUICKEN THIS YOUTH THAT HATH BEEN STRICKEN OF THE ENEMY AND BE AT ALL TIMES HIS OVERSEER. WELL, THEREFORE, ART THOU COME HITHER, AND WELL SHALT THOU DEPART AGAIN UNTO HIM, AND YET HE NEVER SHALL LEAVE THEE AT ANY TIME. BUT I AM BECOME WITHOUT CARE OR REPROACH: AND HE HATH ENLIGHTENED ME FROM THE CARE OF THE NIGHT AND I AM AT REST FROM THE TOIL OF THE DAY: AND I AM SET FREE FROM HIM THAT PROVOKED ME TO DO THUS, [SEXUALLY] SINNING AGAINST HIM THAT TAUGHT ME TO DO CONTRARY THERETO: AND I HAVE LOST HIM THAT IS THE KINSMAN OF THE NIGHT THAT COMPELLED ME TO [SEXUALLY] SIN BY HIS OWN [SEXUAL] DEEDS, AND HAVE FOUND HIM THAT IS OF THE LIGHT, AND IS MY KINSMAN. I HAVE LOST HIM THAT DARKENETH AND BLINDETH HIS OWN SUBJECTS THAT THEY MAY NOT KNOW WHAT THEY DO AND, BEING ASHAMED AT THEIR OWN WORKS, MAY DEPART FROM HIM, AND THEIR WORKS COME TO AN END; AND HAVE FOUND HIM WHOSE WORKS ARE LIGHT AND HIS DEEDS TRUTH, WHICH IF A MAN DOETH HE REPENTETH NOT OF THEM. AND I HAVE LEFT HIM WITH WHOM LYING ABIDETH, AND BEFORE WHOM DARKNESS GOETH AS A VEIL, AND BEHIND HIM FOLLOWETH SHAME, SHAMELESS IN INDOLENCE; AND I HAVE FOUND HIM THAT SHOWETH ME FAIR THINGS THAT I MAY TAKE HOLD ON THEM, EVEN THE SON OF THE TRUTH THAT IS AKIN UNTO CONCORD, WHO SCATTERETH AWAY THE MIST AND ENLIGHTENETH HIS OWN CREATION, AND HEALETH THE WOUNDS THEREOF AND OVERTHROWETH THE ENEMIES THEREOF. BUT I BESEECH THEE, O MAN OF GOD, CAUSE ME TO BEHOLD HIM AGAIN, AND TO SEE HIM THAT IS NOW BECOME HIDDEN FROM ME, THAT I MAY ALSO HEAR HIS VOICE WHEREOF I AM NOT ABLE TO EXPRESS THE WONDER, FOR IT BELONGETH NOT TO THE NATURE OF THIS BODILY ORGAN. [BEFORE THIS SPEECH SYR. INSERTS ONE OF EQUAL LENGTH, CHIEFLY ABOUT MAN'S FREE WILL AND FALL. BUT THE FIFTH-CENTURY PALIMPSEST AGREES WITH THE GREEK.] 35 AND THE APOSTLE ANSWERED HIM, SAYING: IF THOU DEPART FROM THESE THINGS WHEREOF THOU HAST RECEIVED KNOWLEDGE, AS THOU HAST SAID, AND IF THOU KNOW WHO IT IS THAT HATH WROUGHT THIS IN THEE, AND LEARN AND BECOME A HEARER OF HIM WHOM NOW IN THY FERVENT [SEXLESS] LOVE THOU SEEKEST; THOU SHALT BOTH SEE HIM AND BE WITH HIM FOR EVER, AND IN HIS REST SHALT THOU REST, AND SHALT BE IN HIS JOY. BUT IF THOU BE SLACKLY DISPOSED TOWARD HIM AND TURN AGAIN UNTO THY FORMER DEEDS, AND LEAVE THAT BEAUTY AND THAT BRIGHT COUNTENANCE WHICH NOW WAS SHOWED THEE, AND FORGET THE SHINING OF HIS LIGHT WHICH NOW THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST, NOT ONLY WILT THOU BE BEREAVED OF THIS LIFE BUT ALSO OF THAT WHICH IS TO COME AND THOU WILT DEPART UNTO HIM WHOM THOU SAIDST THOU HADST LOST, AND WILL NO MORE BEHOLD HIM WHOM THOU SAIDST THOU HADST FOUND. 36 AND WHEN THE APOSTLE HAD SAID THIS, HE WENT INTO THE CITY HOLDING THE HAND OF THAT YOUTH, AND SAYING UNTO HIM: THESE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST SEEN, MY CHILD, ARE BUT A FEW OF THE MANY WHICH GOD HATH, FOR HE DOTH NOT GIVE US GOOD TIDINGS CONCERNING THESE THINGS THAT ARE SEEN, BUT GREATER THINGS THAN THESE DOTH HE PROMISE US; BUT SO LONG AS WE ARE IN THE BODY WE ARE NOT ABLE TO SPEAK AND SHOW FORTH THOSE WHICH HE SHALL GIVE UNTO OUR SOULS. IF WE SAY THAT HE GIVETH US LIGHT, IT IS THIS WHICH IS SEEN, AND WE HAVE IT: AND IF WE SAY IT OF WEALTH, WHICH IS AND APPEARETH IN THE WORLD, WE NAME IT (WE SPEAK OF SOMETHING WHICH IS IN THE WORLD, SYR.), AND WE NEED IT NOT, FOR IT HATH BEEN SAID: HARDLY SHALL A RICH MAN ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN: AND IF WE SPEAK OF APPAREL OF RAIMENT WHEREWITH THEY THAT ARE LUXURIOUS IN THIS LIFE ARE CLAD, IT IS NAMED (WE MENTION SOMETHING THAT NOBLES WEAR, SYR.), AND IT HATH BEEN SAID: THEY THAT WEAR SOFT RAIMENT ARE IN THE HOUSES OF KINGS. AND IF OF COSTLY BANQUETS, CONCERNING THESE WE HAVE RECEIVED A COMMANDMENT TO BEWARE OF THEM, NOT TO BE WEIGHED DOWN WITH REVELING AND DRUNKENNESS AND CARES OF THIS LIFE -SPEAKING OF THINGS THAT ARE- AND IT HATH BEEN SAID: TAKE NO THOUGHT FOR YOUR LIFE (SOUL), WHAT YE SHALL EAT OR WHAT YE SHALL DRINK, NEITHER FOR YOUR BODY, WHAT YE SHALL PUT ON, FOR THE SOUL IS MORE THAN THE MEAT AND THE BODY THAN THE RAIMENT. AND OF REST, IF WE SPEAK OF THIS TEMPORAL REST, A JUDGEMENT IS APPOINTED FOR THIS ALSO. BUT WE SPEAK OF THE WORLD WHICH IS ABOVE, OF GOD AND ANGELS, OF WATCHERS AND HOLY ONES OF THE IMMORTAL (AMBROSIAL) FOOD AND THE DRINK OF THE TRUE VINE, OF RAIMENT THAT ENDURETH AND GROWETH NOT OLD, OF THINGS WHICH EYE HATH NOT SEEN NOR EAR HEARD, NEITHER HAVE THEY ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF [SEXUAL] SINFUL MEN, THE THINGS WHICH GOD HATH PREPARED FOR THEM THAT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM. OF THESE THINGS DO WE CONVERSE AND OF THESE DO WE BRING GOOD TIDINGS. DO THOU THEREFORE ALSO BELIEVE ON HIM THAT THOU MAYEST LIVE, AND PUT THY TRUST IN HIM, AND THOU SHALT NOT DIE. FOR HE IS NOT PERSUADED WITH GIFTS, THAT THOU SHOULDEST OFFER THEM TO HIM, NEITHER IS HE IN NEED OF SACRIFICES, THAT THOU SHOULDEST SACRIFICE UNTO HIM. BUT LOOK THOU UNTO HIM, AND HE WILL NOT OVERLOOK THEE; AND TURN UNTO HIM, AND HE WILL NOT FORSAKE THEE. FOR HIS COMELINESS AND HIS BEAUTY WILL MAKE THEE WHOLLY DESIROUS TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM: AND INDEED, HE PERMITTETH THEE NOT TO TURN THYSELF AWAY. 37 AND WHEN THE APOSTLE HAD SAID THESE THINGS UNTO THAT YOUTH, A GREAT MULTITUDE JOINED THEMSELVES UNTO THEM. AND THE APOSTLE LOOKED AND SAW THEM RAISING THEMSELVES ON HIGH THAT THEY MIGHT SEE HIM, AND THEY WERE GOING UP INTO HIGH PLACES; AND THE APOSTLE SAID UNTO THEM: YE MEN THAT ARE COME UNTO THE ASSEMBLY OF CHRIST, AND WOULD BELIEVE ON JESUS, TAKE EXAMPLE HEREBY, AND SEE THAT IF YE BE NOT LIFTED UP, YE CANNOT SEE ME WHO AM LITTLE, AND ARE NOT ABLE TO SPY ME OUT WHO AM LIKE UNTO YOU. IF, THEN, YE CANNOT SEE ME WHO AM LIKE YOU UNLESS YE LIFT YOURSELVES UP A LITTLE FROM THE EARTH, HOW CAN YE SEE HIM THAT DWELLETH IN THE HEIGHT AND NOW IS FOUND IN THE DEPTH, UNLESS YE FIRST LIFT YOURSELVES UP OUT OF YOUR FORMER CONVERSATION, AND YOUR UNPROFITABLE DEEDS, AND YOUR [SEXUAL] DESIRES THAT ABIDE NOT, AND THE WEALTH THAT IS LEFT HERE, AND THE POSSESSION OF EARTH THAT GROWETH OLD, AND THE RAIMENT THAT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTETH, AND THE BEAUTY THAT WAXETH OLD AND VANISHETH AWAY, AND YET MORE OUT OF THE WHOLE BODY WHEREIN ALL THESE THINGS ARE STORED UP, AND WHICH GROWETH OLD AND BECOMETH DUST, RETURNING UNTO ITS OWN NATURE? FOR IT IS THE BODY WHICH MAINTAINETH ALL THESE THINGS. BUT RATHER BELIEVE ON OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHOM WE PREACH, THAT YOUR HOPE MAY BE IN HIM AND IN HIM YE MAY HAVE LIFE WORLD WITHOUT END, THAT HE MAY BECOME YOUR FELLOW TRAVELER IN THIS LAND OF [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], AND MAY BE TO YOU AN HARBOUR IN THIS TROUBLOUS SEA. AND HE SHALL BE TO YOU A FOUNTAIN SPRINGING UP IN THIS THIRSTY LAND AND A CHAMBER FILL OF FOOD IN THIS PLACE OF THEM THAT HUNGER, AND A REST UNTO YOUR SOULS, YEA, AND A PHYSICIAN FOR YOUR BODIES. 38 THEN THE MULTITUDE OF THEM THAT WERE GATHERED TOGETHER HEARING THESE THINGS WEPT, AND SAID UNTO THE APOSTLE: O MAN OF GOD, THE GOD WHOM THOU PREACHEST, WE DARE NOT SAY THAT WE ARE HIS, FOR THE WORKS WHICH WE HAVE DONE ARE ALIEN UNTO HIM AND NOT PLEASING TO HIM; BUT IF HE WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON US AND PITY US AND SAVE US, OVERLOOKING OUR FORMER [SEXUAL] DEEDS, AND WILL SET US FREE FROM THE EVILS WHICH WE COMMITTED BEING IN [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], AND NOT IMPUTE THEM UNTO US NOR MAKE REMEMBRANCE OF OUR FORMER [SEXUAL] SINS, WE WILL BECOME HIS SERVANTS AND WILL ACCOMPLISH HIS WILL UNTO THE END. AND THE APOSTLE ANSWERED THEM AND SAID: HE RECKONETH NOT AGAINST YOU, NEITHER TAKETH ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXUAL] SINS WHICH YE COMMITTED BEING IN [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], BUT OVERLOOKETH YOUR TRANSGRESSIONS WHICH YE HAVE DONE IN IGNORANCE.
THE FOURTH ACT: CONCERNING THE COLT [ASS]
39 AND WHILE THE APOSTLE YET STOOD IN THE HIGHWAY AND SPOKE WITH THE MULTITUDE, A SHE ASS'S COLT CAME AND STOOD BEFORE HIM (SYR. ADDS, AND JUDAS SAID: IT IS NOT WITHOUT THE DIRECTION OF GOD THAT THIS COLT HAS COME HITHER. BUT TO THEE I SAY, O COLT THAT BY THE GRACE OF OUR LORD THERE SHALL BE GIVEN TO THEE SPEECH BEFORE THESE MULTITUDES WHO ARE STANDING HERE; AND DO THOU SAY WHATSOEVER THOU WILT, THAT THEY MAY BELIEVE IN THE GOD OF TRUTH WHOM WE PREACH. AND THE MOUTH OF THE COLT WAS OPENED, AND IT SPAKE BY THE POWER OF OUR LORD AND SAID TO HIM) AND OPENED ITS MOUTH AND SAID: THOU TWIN OF CHRIST, APOSTLE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] AND INITIATE IN THE HIDDEN WORD OF CHRIST WHO RECEIVEST HIS SECRET ORACLES, FELLOW WORKER WITH THE SON OF GOD, WHO BEING FREE HAST BECOME A BONDMAN, AND BEING SOLD HAST BROUGHT MANY INTO LIBERTY. THOU KINSMAN OF THE GREAT RACE THAT HATH CONDEMNED [DAMNED] THE [SEXUAL] ENEMY AND REDEEMED HIS OWN, THAT HAST BECOME AN OCCASION OF LIFE UNTO MAN IN THE LAND OF THE INDIANS; FOR THOU HAST COME (AGAINST THY WILL, SYR.) UNTO MEN THAT WERE IN [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], AND BY THY APPEARING AND THY DIVINE WORDS THEY ARE NOW TURNING UNTO THE GOD OF TRUTH WHICH SENT THEE: MOUNT AND SIT UPON ME AND REPOSE THYSELF UNTIL THOU ENTER INTO THE CITY. AND THE APOSTLE ANSWERED AND SAID: O JESU [S] CHRIST (SON) THAT UNDERSTANDEST THE PERFECT MERCY! O TRANQUILITY AND QUIET THAT NOW ART SPOKEN OF (SPEAKEST, SYR.) BY (AMONG) BRUTE BEASTS! O HIDDEN REST, THAT ART MANIFESTED BY THY WORKING, SAVIOUR OF US AND NOURISHER, KEEPING US AND RESTING IN ALIEN BODIES! O SAVIOUR OF OUR SOULS! SPRING THAT IS SWEET AND UNFAILING; FOUNTAIN SECURE AND CLEAR AND NEVER [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED; DEFENDER AND HELPER IN THE FIGHT OF THINE OWN SERVANTS, TURNING AWAY AND SCARING THE ENEMY FROM US, THAT FIGHTEST IN MANY BATTLES FOR US AND MAKEST US CONQUERORS IN ALL; OUR TRUE AND UNDEFEATED CHAMPION (ATHLETE); OUR HOLY AND VICTORIOUS CAPTAIN: GLORIOUS AND GIVING UNTO THINE OWN A JOY THAT NEVER PASSETH AWAY, AND A RELIEF WHEREIN IS NONE AFFLICTION; GOOD SHEPHERD THAT GIVEST THYSELF FOR THINE OWN SHEEP, AND HAST VANQUISHED THE WOLF AND REDEEMED THINE OWN LAMBS AND LED THEM INTO A GOOD PASTURE: WE GLORIFY AND PRAISE THEE AND THINE INVISIBLE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THINE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN] [AND] THE MOTHER [VICTORIA] OF ALL CREATION. 40 AND WHEN THE APOSTLE HAD SAID THESE THINGS, ALL THE MULTITUDE THAT WERE THERE LOOKED UPON HIM, EXPECTING TO HEAR WHAT HE WOULD ANSWER TO THE COLT. AND THE APOSTLE STOOD A LONG TIME AS IT WERE ASTONIED, AND LOOKED UP INTO HEAVEN AND SAID TO THE COLT: OF WHOM ART THOU AND TO WHOM BELONGEST THOU? FOR MARVELOUS ARE THE THINGS THAT ARE SHOWN FORTH BY THY MOUTH, AND AMAZING AND SUCH AS ARE HIDDEN FROM THE MANY. AND THE COLT ANSWERED AND SAID: I AM OF THAT STOCK THAT SERVED BALAAM, AND THY LORD ALSO AND TEACHER SAT UPON ONE THAT APPERTAINED UNTO ME BY RACE. AND I ALSO HAVE NOW BEEN SENT TO GIVE THEE REST BY THY SITTING UPON ME: AND (THAT) I MAY RECEIVE (SYR. THESE MAY BE CONFIRMED IN) FAITH, AND UNTO ME MAY BE ADDED THAT PORTION WHICH NOW I SHALL RECEIVE BY THY SERVICE WHEREWITH I SERVE THEE; AND WHEN I HAVE MINISTERED UNTO THEE, IT SHALL BE TAKEN FROM ME. AND THE APOSTLE SAID UNTO HIM: HE IS ABLE WHO GRANTED THEE THIS GIFT, TO CAUSE IT TO BE FULFILLED UNTO THE END IN THEE AND IN THEM THAT BELONG UNTO THEE BY RACE: FOR AS TO THIS MYSTERY I AM WEAK AND POWERLESS. AND HE WOULD NOT SIT UPON HIM. BUT THE COLT BESOUGHT AND ENTREATED HIM THAT HE MIGHT BE BLESSED OF HIM BY MINISTERING UNTO HIM. THEN THE APOSTLE MOUNTED HIM AND SAT UPON HIM; AND THEY FOLLOWED HIM, SOME GOING BEFORE AND SOME FOLLOWING AFTER, AND ALL OF THEM RAN, DESIRING TO SEE THE END, AND HOW HE WOULD DISMISS THE COLT. 41 BUT WHEN HE CAME NEAR TO THE CITY GATES, HE DISMOUNTED FROM HIM, SAYING: DEPART, AND BE THOU KEPT SAFE WHERE THOU WERT. AND STRAIGHTWAY THE COLT FELL TO THE GROUND AT THE APOSTLE'S FEET AND DIED. AND ALL THEY THAT WERE PRESENT WERE SORRY AND SAID TO THE APOSTLE: BRING HIM TO LIFE AND RAISE HIM UP. BUT HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM: I INDEED AM ABLE TO RAISE HIM BY THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: BUT THIS IS BY ALL MEANS EXPEDIENT (OR, THIS IS [NOT] BY ANY MEANS EXPEDIENT). FOR HE THAT GAVE HIM SPEECH THAT HE MIGHT TALK WAS ABLE TO CAUSE THAT HE SHOULD NOT DIE; AND I RAISE HIM NOT, NOT AS BEING UNABLE, BUT BECAUSE THIS IS THAT WHICH IS EXPEDIENT AND PROFITABLE FOR HIM. AND HE BADE THEM THAT WERE PRESENT TO DIG A TRENCH AND BURY HIS BODY AND THEY DID AS THEY WERE COMMANDED.
THE FIFTH ACT: CONCERNING THE DEVIL THAT TOOK UP HIS ABODE IN THE WOMAN
42 AND THE APOSTLE ENTERED INTO THE CITY AND ALL THE MULTITUDE FOLLOWED HIM. AND HE THOUGHT TO GO UNTO THE PARENTS OF THE YOUNG MAN WHOM HE HAD MADE ALIVE WHEN HE WAS SLAIN BY THE SERPENT: FOR THEY EARNESTLY BESOUGHT HIM TO COME UNTO THEM AND ENTER INTO THEIR HOUSE. BUT A VERY BEAUTIFUL WOMAN ON A SUDDEN UTTERED AN EXCEEDING LOUD CRY, SAYING: O APOSTLE OF THE NEW GOD THAT ART COME INTO INDIA, AND SERVANT OF THAT HOLY AND ONLY GOOD GOD; FOR BY THEE IS HE PREACHED, THE SAVIOUR OF THE SOULS THAT COME UNTO HIM, AND BY THEE ARE HEALED THE BODIES OF THEM THAT ARE TORMENTED BY THE ENEMY, AND THOU ART HE THAT IS BECOME AN OCCASION OF LIFE UNTO ALL THAT TURN UNTO HIM: COMMAND ME TO BE BROUGHT BEFORE THEE THAT I MAY TELL THEE WHAT HATH BEFALLEN ME, AND PERADVENTURE OF THEE I MAY HAVE HOPE, AND THESE THAT STAND BY THEE MAY BE MORE CONFIDENT IN THE GOD WHOM THOU PREACHEST. FOR I AM NOT A LITTLE TORMENTED BY THE ADVERSARY NOW THIS FIVE YEARS' SPACE [ONE GREEK MS. AND THE APOSTLE BADE HER COME UNTO HIM, AND THE WOMAN STOOD BEFORE HIM AND SAID: I, O SERVANT OF HIM THAT IS INDEED GOD AM A WOMAN: THE REST HAVE, AS A WOMAN] I WAS SITTING AT THE FIRST IN QUIET, AND PEACE ENCOMPASSED ME ON EVERY SIDE AND I HAD NO CARE FOR ANYTHING, FOR I TOOK NO THOUGHT FOR ANY OTHER. 43 AND IT FELL OUT ONE DAY THAT AS I CAME OUT FROM THE BATH THERE MET ME A MAN TROUBLED AND DISTURBED, AND HIS VOICE AND SPEECH SEEMED TO ME EXCEEDING FAINT AND DIM; AND HE STOOD BEFORE ME AND SAID: I AND THOU WILL BE IN ONE [SEXLESS] LOVE AND WE WILL HAVE [SEXLESS] INTERCOURSE TOGETHER AS A MAN WITH HIS WIFE; AND I ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM: I NEVER HAD TO DO WITH MY BETROTHED, FOR I REFUSED TO MARRY, AND HOW SHALL I YIELD MYSELF TO THEE THAT WOULDEST HAVE [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH ME IN ADULTEROUS WISE? AND HAVING SO SAID, I PASSED ON, AND I SAID TO MY HANDMAID THAT WAS WITH ME: SAWEST THOU THAT YOUTH AND HIS SHAMELESSNESS, HOW BOLDLY HE SPOKE WITH ME, AND HAD NO SHAME? BUT SHE SAID TO ME: I SAW AN OLD MAN SPEAKING TO THEE. AND WHEN I WAS IN MINE HOUSE AND HAD DINED MY SOUL SUGGESTED UNTO ME SOME SUSPICION AND ESPECIALLY BECAUSE HE WAS SEEN OF ME IN TWO FORMS; AND HAVING THIS IN MY MIND I FELL ASLEEP. HE CAME, THEREFORE, IN THAT NIGHT AND WAS JOINED UNTO ME IN HIS FOUL [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE. AND WHEN IT WAS DAY, I SAW HIM AND FLED FROM HIM, AND ON THE NIGHT FOLLOWING THAT HE CAME AND ABUSED ME; AND NOW AS THOU SEEST ME I HAVE SPENT FIVE YEARS BEING TROUBLED BY HIM, AND HE HATH NOT DEPARTED FROM ME. BUT I KNOW AND AM PERSUADED THAT BOTH DEVILS AND SPIRITS AND DESTROYERS ARE SUBJECT UNTO THEE AND ARE FILLED WITH TREMBLING AT THY PRAYERS: PRAY THOU THEREFORE FOR ME AND DRIVE AWAY FROM ME THE DEVIL THAT EVER TROUBLETH ME, THAT I ALSO MAY BE SET FREE AND BE GATHERED UNTO THE NATURE THAT IS MINE FROM THE BEGINNING, AND RECEIVE THE GRACE THAT HATH BEEN GIVEN UNTO MY KINDRED. 44 AND THE APOSTLE SAID: O EVIL THAT CANNOT BE RESTRAINED! O SHAMELESSNESS OF THE ENEMY! O ENVIOUS ONE THAT ART NEVER AT REST! O HIDEOUS ONE THAT SUBDUEST THE COMELY! O THOU OF MANY FORMS! AS HE WILL HE APPEARETH, BUT HIS ESSENCE CANNOT BE CHANGED. O THE CRAFTY AND FAITHLESS ONE! O THE BITTER TREE WHOSE FRUITS ARE LIKE UNTO HIM! O THE DEVIL THAT OVERCOMETH THEM THAT ARE ALIEN TO HIM! O THE DECEIT THAT USETH IMPUDENCE! O THE WICKEDNESS THAT CREEPETH LIKE A SERPENT, AND THAT IS OF HIS KINDRED! (SYR. WRONGLY ADDS A CLAUSE BIDDING THE DEVIL SHOW HIMSELF.) AND WHEN THE APOSTLE SAID THIS, THE MALICIOUS ONE CAME AND STOOD BEFORE HIM, NO MAN SEEING HIM SAVE THE WOMAN AND THE APOSTLE, AND WITH AN EXCEEDING LOUD VOICE SAID IN THE HEARING OF ALL: 45 WHAT HAVE WE TO DO WITH THEE, THOU APOSTLE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]! WHAT HAVE WE TO DO WITH THEE, THOU SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST? WHAT HAVE WE TO DO WITH THEE, THOU COUNSELLOR OF THE HOLY SON OF GOD? WHEREFORE WILT THOU DESTROY US, WHEREAS OUR TIME IS NOT YET COME? WHEREFORE WILT THOU TAKE AWAY OUR POWER? FOR UNTO THIS HOUR WE HAD HOPE AND TIME REMAINING TO US. WHAT HAVE WE TO DO WITH THEE? THOU HAST POWER OVER THINE OWN, AND WE OVER OURS. WHEREFORE WILT THOU ACT TYRANNOUSLY AGAINST US, WHEN THOU THYSELF TEACHEST OTHERS NOT TO ACT TYRANNOUSLY? WHEREFORE DOST THOU CRAVE OTHER MEN'S GOODS AND NOT SUFFICE THYSELF WITH THINE OWN? WHEREFORE ART THOU MADE LIKE UNTO THE SON OF GOD WHICH HATH DONE US WRONG? FOR THOU RESEMBLEST HIM ALTOGETHER AS IF THOU WERT BORN OF HIM. FOR WE THOUGHT TO HAVE BROUGHT HIM UNDER THE YOKE LIKE AS WE HAVE THE REST, BUT HE TURNED AND MADE US SUBJECT UNTO HIM: FOR WE KNEW HIM NOT; BUT HE DECEIVED US WITH HIS FORM OF ALL UNCOMELINESS AND HIS POVERTY AND HIS NEEDINESS: FOR SEEING HIM TO BE SUCH, WE THOUGHT THAT HE WAS A MAN WEARING FLESH, AND KNEW NOT THAT IT IS HE THAT GIVETH LIFE UNTO MEN. AND HE GAVE US POWER OVER OUR OWN, AND THAT WE SHOULD NOT IN THIS PRESENT TIME LEAVE THEM BUT HAVE OUR WALK IN THEM: BUT THOU WOULDEST GET MORE THAN THY DUE AND THAT WHICH WAS GIVEN THEE, AND AFFLICT US ALTOGETHER. 46 AND HAVING SAID THIS THE DEVIL WEPT, SAYING: I LEAVE THEE, MY FAIREST CONSORT, WHOM LONG SINCE I FOUND AND RESTED IN THEE; I FORSAKE THEE, MY SURE SISTER, MY BELOVED IN WHOM I WAS WELL PLEASED. WHAT I SHALL DO I KNOW NOT, OR ON WHOM I SHALL CALL THAT HE MAY HEAR ME AND HELP ME. I KNOW WHAT I WILL DO: I WILL DEPART UNTO SOME PLACE WHERE THE REPORT OF THIS MAN HATH NOT BEEN HEARD, AND PERADVENTURE I SHALL CALL THEE, MY BELOVED BY ANOTHER NAME (SYR. FOR THEE MY BELOVED I SHALL FIND A SUBSTITUTE). AND HE LIFTED UP HIS VOICE AND SAID: ABIDE IN PEACE FOR THOU HAST TAKEN REFUGE WITH ONE GREATER THAN I, BUT I WILL DEPART AND SEEK FOR ONE LIKE THEE, AND IF I FIND HER NOT, I WILL RETURN UNTO THEE AGAIN: FOR I KNOW THAT WHILST THOU ART NEAR UNTO THIS MAN THOU HAST A REFUGE IN HIM, BUT WHEN HE DEPARTETH THOU WILT BE SUCH AS THOU WAST BEFORE HE APPEARED, AND HIM THOU WILT FORGET, AND I SHALL HAVE OPPORTUNITY AND CONFIDENCE: BUT NOW I FEAR THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF HIM THAT HATH SAVED THEE. AND HAVING SO SAID THE DEVIL VANISHED OUT OF SIGHT: ONLY WHEN HE DEPARTED FIRE AND SMOKE WERE SEEN THERE: AND ALL THAT STOOD THERE WERE ASTONIED. 47 AND THE APOSTLE SEEING IT, SAID UNTO THEM: THIS DEVIL HATH SHOWN NAUGHT THAT IS ALIEN OR STRANGE TO HIM, BUT HIS OWN NATURE, WHEREIN ALSO HE SHALL BE CONSUMED, FOR VERILY THE FIRE SHALL DESTROY HIM UTTERLY AND THE SMOKE OF IT SHALL BE SCATTERED ABROAD. AND HE BEGAN TO SAY: JESU [S], THE HIDDEN MYSTERY THAT HATH BEEN REVEALED UNTO US, THOU ART HE THAT HAST SHOWN UNTO US MANY MYSTERIES; THOU THAT DIDST CALL ME APART FROM ALL MY FELLOWS AND SPAKEST UNTO ME THREE (ONE, SYR.) WORDS WHEREWITH I AM INFLAMED, AND AM NOT ABLE TO SPEAK THEM UNTO OTHERS. JESU [S], MAN THAT WAST SLAIN, DEAD BURIED! JESU [S], GOD OF GOD, SAVIOUR THAT QUICKENEST THE DEAD, AND HEALEST THE SICK! JESU [S], THAT WERT IN NEED LIKE [A MAN POOR] AND SAVEST AS ONE THAT HATH NO NEED, THAT DIDST CATCH THE FISH FOR THE BREAKFAST AND THE DINNER AND MADEST ALL SATISFIED WITH A LITTLE BREAD. JESU [S], THAT DIDST REST FROM THE WEARINESS OF WAYFARING LIKE A MAN, AND WALKEDST ON THE WAVES LIKE A GOD. 48 JESU [S] MOST-HIGH [JESUS JEHOVAH], VOICE ARISING FROM PERFECT MERCY, SAVIOUR OF ALL, THE RIGHT HAND OF THE LIGHT, OVERTHROWING THE EVIL ONE IN HIS OWN NATURE, AND GATHERING ALL HIS NATURE INTO ONE PLACE; THOU OF MANY FORMS, THAT ART ONLY BEGOTTEN, FIRST-BORN OF MANY BRETHREN GOD OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], MAN DESPISED UNTIL NOW (SYR. AND HUMBLE). JESU [S] CHRIST THAT NEGLECTEST US NOT WHEN WE CALL UPON THEE, THAT ART BECOME AN OCCASION OF LIFE UNTO ALL MANKIND, THAT FOR US WAST JUDGED AND SHUT UP IN PRISON, AND LOOSEST ALL THAT ARE IN BONDS, THAT WAST CALLED A DECEIVER AND REDEEMEST THINE OWN FROM [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]: I BESEECH THEE FOR THESE THAT STAND HERE AND BELIEVE ON THEE, FOR THEY ENTREAT TO OBTAIN THY GIFTS, HAVING GOOD HOPE IN THY HELP, AND HAVING THEIR REFUGE IN THY GREATNESS; THEY HOLD THEIR HEARING READY TO LISTEN UNTO THE WORDS THAT ARE SPOKEN BY US. LET THY PEACE COME AND TABERNACLE IN THEM AND RENEW THEM FROM THEIR FORMER DEEDS, AND LET THEM PUT OFF THE OLD MAN WITH HIS DEEDS, AND PUT ON THE NEW THAT NOW IS PROCLAIMED UNTO THEM BY ME. 49 AND HE LAID HIS HANDS ON THEM AND BLESSED THEM, SAYING: THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST SHALL BE UPON YOU FOR EVER. AND THEY SAID, AMEN. AND THE WOMAN BESOUGHT HIM, SAYING: O APOSTLE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], GIVE ME THE SEAL, THAT THAT ENEMY RETURN NOT AGAIN UNTO ME. THEN HE CAUSED HER TO COME NEAR UNTO HIM (SYR. WENT TO A RIVER WHICH WAS CLOSE BY THERE), AND LAID HIS HANDS UPON HER AND SEALED HER IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS] AND THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN], AND MANY OTHERS ALSO WERE SEALED WITH HER. AND THE APOSTLE BADE HIS MINISTER (DEACON) TO SET FORTH A TABLE; AND HE SET FORTH A STOOL WHICH THEY FOUND THERE, AND SPREAD A LINEN CLOTH UPON IT AND SET ON THE BREAD OF BLESSING; AND THE APOSTLE STOOD BY IT AND SAID: JESU [S], THAT HAST ACCOUNTED US WORTHY TO PARTAKE OF THE EUCHARIST OF THINE HOLY BODY AND BLOOD, LO, WE ARE BOLD TO DRAW NEAR UNTO THINE EUCHARIST AND TO CALL UPON THINE HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: COME THOU AND COMMUNICATE UNTO US (SYR. ADDS MORE). 50 AND HE BEGAN TO SAY: COME, O PERFECT COMPASSION, COME O COMMUNION OF THE MALE, COME, SHE THAT KNOWETH THE MYSTERIES OF HIM THAT IS CHOSEN, COME, SHE THAT HATH PART IN ALL THE COMBATS OF THE NOBLE CHAMPION (ATHLETE), COME, THE SILENCE THAT REVEALETH THE GREAT THINGS OF THE WHOLE GREATNESS, COME, SHE THAT MANIFESTETH THE HIDDEN THINGS AND MAKETH THE UNSPEAKABLE THINGS PLAIN, THE HOLY DOVE THAT BEARETH THE TWIN YOUNG, COME, THE HIDDEN MOTHER, COME, SHE THAT IS MANIFEST IN HER DEEDS AND GIVETH JOY AND REST UNTO THEM THAT ARE JOINED UNTO HER: COME AND COMMUNICATE WITH US IN THIS EUCHARIST WHICH WE CELEBRATE IN THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND IN THE [SEXLESS] LOVE-FEAST WHEREIN WE ARE GATHERED TOGETHER AT THY CALLING. (SYR. HAS OTHER CLAUSES AND NOT FEW VARIANTS.) AND HAVING SO SAID HE MARKED OUT THE CROSS UPON THE BREAD, AND BRAKE IT, AND BEGAN TO DISTRIBUTE IT. AND FIRST HE GAVE UNTO THE WOMAN, SAYING: THIS SHALL BE UNTO THEE FOR REMISSION OF [SEXUAL] SINS AND ETERNAL TRANSGRESSIONS (SYR. AND FOR THE EVERLASTING RESURRECTION). AND AFTER HER HE GAVE UNTO ALL THE OTHERS ALSO WHICH HAD RECEIVED THE SEAL (SYR. AND SAID TO THEM: LET THIS EUCHARIST BE UNTO YOU FOR LIFE AND REST, AND NOT FOR JUDGEMENT AND VENGEANCE. AND THEY SAID, AMEN. CF. 29 FIN.).
THE SIXTH ACT: OF THE YOUTH THAT MURDERED THE WOMAN.
51 NOW THERE WAS A CERTAIN YOUTH WHO HAD WROUGHT AN ABOMINABLE DEED, AND HE CAME NEAR AND RECEIVED OF THE EUCHARIST WITH HIS MOUTH: BUT HIS TWO HANDS WITHERED UP, SO THAT HE COULD NO MORE PUT THEM UNTO HIS OWN MOUTH. AND THEY THAT WERE THERE SAW HIM AND TOLD THE APOSTLE WHAT HAD BEFALLEN; AND THE APOSTLE CALLED HIM AND SAID UNTO HIM: TELL ME, MY CHILD, AND BE NOT ASHAMED, WHAT WAS IT THAT THOU DIDST AND CAMEST HITHER? FOR THE EUCHARIST OF THE LORD HATH CONVICTED THEE. FOR THIS GIFT WHICH PASSETH AMONG MANY DOTH RATHER HEAL THEM THAT WITH FAITH AND [SEXLESS] LOVE DRAW NEAR THERETO, BUT THEE IT HATH WITHERED AWAY; AND THAT WHICH IS COME TO PASS HATH NOT BEFALLEN WITHOUT SOME EFFECTUAL CAUSE. AND THE YOUTH, BEING CONVICTED BY THE EUCHARIST OF THE LORD, CAME AND TELL AT THE APOSTLE'S FEET AND BESOUGHT HIM, SAYING: I HAVE DONE AN EVIL DEED, YET I THOUGHT TO DO SOMEWHAT GOOD. I WAS ENAMOURED OF A WOMAN THAT DWELLETH AT AN INN WITHOUT THE CITY, AND SHE ALSO [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ME; AND WHEN I HEARD OF THEE AND BELIEVED, THAT THOU PROCLAIMEST A LIVING GOD, I CAME AND RECEIVED OF THEE THE SEAL WITH THE REST; FOR THOU SAIDST: WHOSOEVER SHALL PARTAKE IN THE [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED UNION, AND ESPECIALLY IN ADULTERY, HE SHALL NOT HAVE LIFE WITH THE GOD WHOM I PREACH. WHEREAS THEREFORE I [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HER MUCH, I ENTREATED HER AND WOULD HAVE PERSUADED HER TO BECOME MY CONSORT IN CHASTITY AND PURE CONVERSATION, WHICH THOU ALSO TEACHEST: BUT SHE WOULD NOT. WHEN, THEREFORE, SHE CONSENTED NOT, I TOOK A SWORD AND SLEW HER: FOR I COULD NOT ENDURE TO SEE HER COMMIT ADULTERY WITH ANOTHER MAN. 52 WHEN THE APOSTLE HEARD THIS HE SAID: O INSANE UNION HOW RUINEST THOU UNTO SHAMELESSNESS! O UNRESTRAINED [SEXUAL] LUST, HOW HAST THOU STIRRED UP THIS MAN TO DO THIS! O WORK OF THE SERPENT, HOW ART THOU ENRAGED AGAINST THINE OWN! AND THE APOSTLE BADE WATER TO BE BROUGHT TO HIM IN A BASIN; AND WHEN THE WATER WAS BROUGHT, HE SAID: COME, YE WATERS FROM THE LIVING WATERS, THAT WERE SENT UNTO US, THE TRUE FROM THE TRUE, THE REST THAT WAS SENT UNTO US FROM THE REST, THE POWER OF SALVATION THAT COMETH FROM THAT POWER WHICH CONQUERETH ALL THINGS AND SUBDUETH THEM UNTO ITS OWN WILL: COME AND DWELL IN THESE WATERS, THAT THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST MAY BE PERFECTLY CONSUMMATED IN THEM. AND HE SAID UNTO THE YOUTH: GO, WASH THY HANDS IN THESE WATERS. AND WHEN HE HAD WASHED, THEY WERE RESTORED; AND THE APOSTLE SAID UNTO HIM: BELIEVEST THOU IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THAT HE IS ABLE TO DO ALL THINGS? AND HE SAID: THOUGH I BE THE LEAST, YET I BELIEVE. BUT I COMMITTED THIS DEED THINKING THAT I WAS DOING SOMEWHAT GOOD: FOR I BESOUGHT HER AS I TOLD THEE, BUT SHE WOULD NOT OBEY ME, TO KEEP HERSELF CHASTE. 53 AND THE APOSTLE SAID TO HIM: COME, LET US GO UNTO THE INN WHERE THOU DIDST COMMIT THIS DEED. AND THE YOUTH WENT BEFORE THE APOSTLE IN THE WAY, AND WHEN THEY CAME TO THE INN, THEY FOUND HER LYING DEAD. AND THE APOSTLE WHEN HE SAW HER WAS SORRY, FOR SHE WAS A COMELY GIRL. AND HE COMMANDED HER TO BE BROUGHT INTO THE MIDST OF THE INN: AND THEY LAID HER ON A BED AND BROUGHT HER FORTH AND SET HER DOWN IN THE MIDST OF THE COURT OF THE INN. AND THE APOSTLE LAID HIS HAND UPON HER AND BEGAN TO SAY: JESU [S], WHO ALWAYS SHOWEST THYSELF UNTO US; FOR THIS IS THY WILL, THAT WE SHOULD AT ALL TIMES SEEK THEE, AND THYSELF HAST GIVEN US THIS POWER, TO ASK AND TO RECEIVE, AND HAST NOT ONLY PERMITTED THIS, BUT HAST TAUGHT US TO PRAY: WHO ART NOT SEEN OF OUR BODILY EYES, BUT ART NEVER HIDDEN FROM THE EYES OF OUR SOUL, AND IN THINE ASPECT ART CONCEALED, BUT IN THY WORKS ART MANIFESTED UNTO US: AND IN THY MANY ACTS WE HAVE KNOWN THEE SO FAR AS WE ARE ABLE, AND THYSELF HAST GIVEN US THY GIFTS WITHOUT MEASURE, SAYING: ASK AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN UNTO YOU, SEEK AND YE SHALL FIND, KNOCK AND IT SHALL BE OPENED UNTO YOU: WE BESEECH THEE, THEREFORE, HAVING THE FEAR (SUSPICION) OF OUR [SEXUAL] SINS; AND WE ASK OF THEE, NOT RICHES, NOT GOLD, NOT SILVER, NOT POSSESSIONS, NOT AUGHT ELSE OF THE THINGS WHICH COME OF THE EARTH AND RETURN AGAIN UNTO THE EARTH; BUT THIS WE ASK OF THEE AND ENTREAT, THAT IN THINE HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THOU WOULDEST RAISE UP THE WOMAN THAT LIETH HERE, BY THY POWER, TO THE GLORY AND FAITH OF THEM THAT STAND BY. 54 AND HE SAID UNTO THE YOUTH (SYR. 'STRETCH THY MIND TOWARDS OUR LORD,' AND HE SIGNED HIM WITH THE CROSS), HAVING SIGNED (SEALED) HIM: GO AND TAKE HOLD ON HER HAND AND SAY UNTO HER: I WITH MY HANDS SLEW THEE WITH IRON, AND WITH MY HANDS IN THE FAITH OF JESUS I RAISE THEE UP. SO, THE YOUTH WENT TO HER AND STOOD BY HER, SAYING: I HAVE BELIEVED IN THEE, CHRIST JESU [S]. AND HE LOOKED UNTO JUDAS THOMAS THE APOSTLE AND SAID TO HIM: PRAY FOR ME THAT MY LORD MAY COME TO MY HELP, WHOM I ALSO CALL UPON. AND HE LAID HIS HAND UPON HER HAND AND SAID: COME, LORD JESU [S] CHRIST: UNTO HER GRANT THOU LIFE AND UNTO ME THE EARNEST OF FAITH IN THEE. AND STRAIGHTWAY AS HE DREW HER HAND SHE SPRANG UP AND SAT UP, LOOKING UPON THE GREAT COMPANY THAT STOOD BY. AND SHE SAW THE APOSTLE ALSO STANDING OVER AGAINST HER, AND LEAVING THE BED SHE LEAPT FORTH AND FELL AT HIS FEET AND CAUGHT HOLD ON HIS RAIMENT, SAYING: I BESEECH THEE, MY LORD WHERE IS THAT OTHER THAT WAS WITH THEE, WHO LEFT ME NOT TO REMAIN IN THAT FEARFUL AND CRUEL PLACE, BUT DELIVERED ME UNTO THEE, SAYING: TAKE THOU THIS WOMAN, THAT SHE MAY BE MADE PERFECT, AND HEREAFTER BE GATHERED INTO HER PLACE? 55 AND THE APOSTLE SAID UNTO HER: RELATE UNTO US WHERE THOU HAST BEEN. AND SHE ANSWERED: DOST THOU WHO WAST WITH ME AND UNTO WHOM I WAS DELIVERED [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO HEAR? AND SHE BEGAN TO SAY: [THIS DESCRIPTION OF HELL-TORMENTS IS LARGELY DERIVED FROM THE APOCALYPSE OF PETER] A MAN TOOK ME WHO WAS HATEFUL TO LOOK UPON ALTOGETHER BLACK, AND HIS RAIMENT EXCEEDINGLY FOUL, AND TOOK ME AWAY TO A PLACE WHEREIN WERE MANY PITS (CHASMS), AND A GREAT STENCH AND HATEFUL ODOR ISSUED THENCE. AND HE CAUSED ME TO LOOK INTO EVERY PIT, AND I SAW IN THE (FIRST) PIT FLAMING FIRE, AND WHEELS OF FIRE RAN [A] ROUND THERE, AND SOULS WERE HANGED UPON THOSE WHEELS, AND WERE DASHED (BROKEN) AGAINST EACH OTHER; AND VERY GREAT CRYING AND HOWLING WAS THERE, AND THERE WAS NONE TO DELIVER. AND THAT MAN SAID TO ME: THESE SOULS ARE OF THY TRIBE, AND WHEN THE NUMBER OF THEIR DAYS IS ACCOMPLISHED (LIT. IN THE DAYS OF THE NUMBER) THEY ARE (WERE) DELIVERED UNTO TORMENT AND AFFLICTION, AND THEN ARE OTHERS BROUGHT IN IN THEIR STEAD, AND LIKEWISE THESE INTO ANOTHER PLACE. THESE ARE THEY THAT HAVE REVERSED THE [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE OF MALE AND FEMALE. AND I LOOKED AND SAW INFANTS HEAPED ONE UPON ANOTHER AND STRUGGLING WITH EACH OTHER AS THEY LAY ON THEM. AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME: THESE ARE THE CHILDREN OF THOSE OTHERS, AND THEREFORE ARE THEY SET HERE FOR A TESTIMONY AGAINST THEM. (SYR. OMITS THIS CLAUSE OF THE CHILDREN, AND LENGTHENS AND DILUTES THE PRECEDING SPEECH.) 56 AND HE TOOK ME UNTO ANOTHER PIT, AND I STOOPED AND LOOKED AND SAW MIRE AND WORMS WELLING UP, AND SOULS WALLOWING THERE, AND A GREAT GNASHING OF TEETH WAS HEARD THENCE FROM THEM. AND THAT MAN SAID UNTO ME: THESE ARE THE SOULS OF WOMEN WHICH FORSOOK THEIR HUSBANDS AND COMMITTED ADULTERY WITH OTHERS, AND ARE BROUGHT INTO THIS TORMENT. ANOTHER PIT HE SHOWED ME WHERE INTO I STOOPED AND LOOKED AND SAW SOULS HANGING, SOME BY THE TONGUE, SOME BY THE HAIR, SOME BY THE HANDS, AND SOME HEAD DOWNWARD BY THE FEET, AND TORMENTED (SMOKED) WITH SMOKE AND BRIMSTONE; CONCERNING WHOM THAT MAN THAT WAS WITH ME ANSWERED ME: THE SOULS WHICH ARE HANGED BY THE TONGUE ARE SLANDERERS, THAT UTTERED LYING AND SHAMEFUL WORDS, AND WERE NOT ASHAMED, AND THEY THAT ARE HANGED BY THE HAIR ARE UNBLUSHING ONES WHICH HAD NO MODESTY AND WENT ABOUT IN THE WORLD BAREHEADED; AND THEY THAT ARE HANGED BY THE HANDS, THESE ARE THEY THAT TOOK AWAY AND STOLE OTHER MEN'S GOODS, AND NEVER GAVE AUGHT TO THE NEEDY NOR HELPED THE AFFLICTED, BUT DID SO, DESIRING TO TAKE ALL, AND HAD NO THOUGHT AT ALL OF JUSTICE OR OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND THEY THAT HANG UPSIDE DOWN BY THE FEET, THESE ARE THEY THAT LIGHTLY AND READILY RAN IN EVIL WAYS AND DISORDERLY PATHS, NOT VISITING THE SICK NOR ESCORTING THEM THAT DEPART THIS LIFE, AND THEREFORE EACH AND EVERY SOUL RECEIVETH THAT WHICH WAS DONE BY IT. (SYR. OMITS ALMOST THE WHOLE SECTION.) 57 AGAIN HE TOOK ME AND SHOWED ME A CAVE EXCEEDING DARK, BREATHING OUT A GREAT STENCH, AND MANY SOULS WERE LOOKING OUT DESIRING TO GET SOMEWHAT OF THE AIR, BUT THEIR KEEPERS SUFFERED THEM NOT TO LOOK FORTH. AND HE THAT WAS WITH ME SAID: THIS IS THE PRISON OF THOSE SOULS WHICH THOU SAWEST: FOR WHEN THEY HAVE FULFILLED THEIR TORMENTS FOR THAT WHICH EACH DID, THEREAFTER DO OTHERS SUCCEED THEM: AND THERE BE SOME THAT ARE WHOLLY CONSUMED AND (SOME, SYR.) THAT ARE DELIVERED OVER UNTO OTHER TORMENTS. AND THEY THAT KEPT THE SOULS WHICH WERE IN THE DARK CAVE SAID UNTO THE MAN THAT HAD TAKEN ME: GIVE HER UNTO US THAT WE MAY BRING HER IN UNTO THE REST UNTIL THE TIME COMETH FOR HER TO BE DELIVERED UNTO TORMENT. BUT HE ANSWERED THEM: I GIVE HER NOT UNTO YOU, FOR I FEAR HIM THAT DELIVERED HER TO ME: FOR I WAS NOT CHARGED TO LEAVE HER HERE, BUT I TAKE HER BACK WITH ME UNTIL I SHALL RECEIVE ORDER CONCERNING HER. AND HE TOOK ME AND BROUGHT ME UNTO ANOTHER PLACE WHEREIN WERE MEN BEING SHARPLY TORMENTED (SYR. WHERE MEN WERE). AND HE THAT WAS LIKE UNTO THEE TOOK ME AND DELIVERED ME TO THEE, SAYING THUS TO THEE: TAKE HER, FOR SHE IS ONE, OF THE SHEEP THAT HAVE GONE ASTRAY. AND I WAS TAKEN BY THEE, AND NOW AM I BEFORE THEE. I BESEECH THEE, THEREFORE, AND SUPPLICATE THAT I MAY NOT DEPART UNTO THOSE PLACES OF PUNISHMENT WHICH I HAVE SEEN. 58 AND THE APOSTLE SAID: YE HAVE HEARD WHAT THIS WOMAN HATH RELATED: AND THERE ARE NOT THESE TORMENTS ONLY, BUT OTHERS ALSO, WORSE THAN THESE; AND YE, IF YE TURN NOT UNTO THIS GOD WHOM I PREACH, AND ABSTAIN FROM YOUR FORMER WORKS AND THE DEEDS WHICH YE COMMITTED WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, SHALL HAVE YOUR END IN THOSE TORMENTS. BELIEVE THEREFORE ON CHRIST JESUS, AND HE WILL FORGIVE YOU THE [NON-SEXUAL] SINS YE HAVE COMMITTED HITHERTO, AND WILL CLEANSE YOU FROM ALL YOUR BODILY [SEXUAL] LUSTS THAT ABIDE ON THE EARTH, AND WILL HEAL YOU OF ALL YOUR TRESPASSES WHICH FOLLOW YOU AND DEPART WITH YOU AND ARE FOUND UPON (BEFORE) YOU. PUT OFF THEREFORE EVERY ONE OF YOU THE OLD MAN, AND PUT ON THE NEW, AND FORSAKE YOUR FORMER WALK AND CONVERSATION; AND LET THEM THAT STOLE STEAL NO MORE, BUT LIVE BY LABOURING AND WORKING; AND LET THE ADULTEROUS NO MORE FORNICATE, LEST THEY DELIVER THEMSELVES UNTO ETERNAL TORMENT; FOR ADULTERY IS BEFORE GOD EXCEEDING EVIL BEYOND OTHER [SEXUAL] SINS. AND PUT AWAY FROM YOU, COVETOUSNESS AND LYING AND DRUNKENNESS AND SLANDERING, AND RENDER NOT EVIL FOR EVIL: FOR ALL THESE THINGS ARE STRANGE AND ALIEN UNTO THE GOD WHO IS PREACHED BY ME: BUT RATHER WALK YE IN FAITH AND MEEKNESS AND HOLINESS AND HOPE, WHEREIN GOD DELIGHTETH, THAT YE MAY BECOME HIS OWN, EXPECTING OF HIM THE GIFTS WHICH SOME FEW ONLY DO RECEIVE. 59 ALL THE PEOPLE THEREFORE BELIEVED AND GAVE THEIR SOULS OBEDIENTLY UNTO THE LIVING GOD AND CHRIST JESUS, REJOICING IN THE BLESSED WORKS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] AND IN HIS HOLY SERVICE. AND THEY BROUGHT MUCH MONEY FOR THE SERVICE OF THE WIDOWS: FOR THE APOSTLE HAD THEM GATHERED TOGETHER IN THE CITIES, AND UNTO ALL OF THEM HE SENT PROVISION BY HIS OWN MINISTERS (DEACONS), BOTH CLOTHES AND NOURISHMENT. AND HE HIMSELF CEASED NOT PREACHING AND SPEAKING TO THEM AND SHOWING THAT THIS IS JESUS CHRIST WHOM THE SCRIPTURES PROCLAIMED, WHO IS COME AND WAS CRUCIFIED, AND RAISED THE THIRD DAY FROM THE DEAD. AND NEXT HE SHOWED THEM PLAINLY, BEGINNING FROM THE PROPHETS, THE THINGS CONCERNING THE CHRIST, THAT IT WAS NECESSARY THAT HE SHOULD COME, AND THAT IN HIM SHOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED ALL THINGS THAT WERE FORETOLD OF HIM. AND THE FAME OF HIM WENT FORTH INTO ALL THE CITIES AND COUNTRIES, AND ALL THAT HAD SICK OR THEM THAT WERE OPPRESSED BY UNCLEAN SPIRITS BROUGHT THEM, AND SOME THEY LAID IN THE WAY WHEREBY HE SHOULD PASS, AND HE HEALED THEM ALL BY THE POWER OF THE LORD. THEN ALL THAT WERE HEALED BY HIM SAID WITH ONE ACCORD: GLORY BE TO THEE, JESU [S], WHO HAST GRANTED US ALL ALIKE HEALING THROUGH THY SERVANT AND APOSTLE THOMAS. AND NOW BEING WHOLE AND REJOICING, WE BESEECH THEE THAT WE MAY BE OF THY FLOCK, AND BE NUMBERED AMONG THY SHEEP; RECEIVE US THEREFORE, LORD, AND IMPUTE NOT UNTO US OUR TRANSGRESSIONS AND OUR FORMER FAULTS WHICH WE COMMITTED BEING IN IGNORANCE. 60 AND THE APOSTLE SAID: GLORY BE TO THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]! GLORY BE TO THE FIRST-BORN OF MANY BRETHREN! GLORY BE TO THEE, THE DEFENDER AND HELPER OF THEM THAT COME UNTO THY REFUGE! THAT SLEEPEST NOT, AND AWAKEST THEM THAT ARE ASLEEP THAT LIVEST AND GIVEST LIFE TO THEM THAT LIE IN DEATH! O GOD JESU [S] CHRIST, SON OF THE LIVING GOD, REDEEMER AND HELPER, REFUGE AND REST OF ALL THAT ARE WEARY (LABOUR) IN THY WORK, GIVER OF HEALING TO THEM THAT FOR THY NAME’S SAKE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] BEAR THE BURDEN AND HEAT OF THE DAY: WE GIVE THANKS FOR (TO) THE GIFTS THAT ARE GIVEN US OF THEE AND GRANTED US BY THY HELP AND THY DISPENSATION THAT COMETH UNTO US FROM THEE. 61 PERFECT THOU THEREFORE THESE THINGS IN US UNTO THE END THAT WE MAY HAVE THE BOLDNESS THAT IS IN THEE: LOOK UPON US FOR FOR THY SAKE HAVE WE FORSAKEN OUR HOMES AND OUR PARENTS, AND FOR THY SAKE HAVE WE GLADLY AND WILLINGLY BECOME STRANGERS: LOOK UPON US, LORD, FOR WE HAVE FORSAKEN OUR OWN POSSESSIONS FOR THY SAKE, THAT WE MIGHT GAIN THEE THE POSSESSION THAT CANNOT BE TAKEN AWAY: LOOK UPON US, LORD, FOR WE HAVE FORSAKEN THEM THAT BELONG UNTO US BY RACE, THAT WE MIGHT BE JOINED UNTO THY KINSHIP: LOOK UPON US, LORD, THAT HAVE FORSAKEN OUR FATHERS AND MOTHERS AND FOSTERS, THAT WE MIGHT BEHOLD THY FATHER [STEPHEN], AND BE SATISFIED WITH HIS DIVINE FOOD: LOOK UPON US, LORD, FOR FOR THY SAKE HAVE WE FORSAKEN OUR BODILY CONSORTS AND OUR EARTHLY FRUITS, THAT WE MIGHT BE PARTAKERS IN THAT ENDURING AND TRUE FELLOWSHIP, AND BRING FORTH TRUE FRUITS, WHOSE NATURE IS FROM ABOVE, WHICH NO MAN CAN TAKE FROM US, WITH WHOM WE SHALL ABIDE AND WHO SHALL ABIDE WITH US.
THE SEVENTH ACT: OF THE CAPTAIN
62 NOW WHILE THE APOSTLE THOMAS WAS PROCLAIMING THROUGHOUT ALL INDIA THE WORD OF GOD, A CERTAIN CAPTAIN OF THE KING MISDAEUS (MAZDAI, SYR.) CAME TO HIM AND SAID UNTO HIM: I HAVE HEARD OF THEE THAT THOU TAKEST NO REWARD OF ANY MAN, BUT EVEN THAT THOU HAST THOU GIVEST TO THEM THAT NEED. FOR IF THOU DIDST RECEIVE REWARDS, I WOULD HAVE SENT THEE A GREAT SUM, AND WOULD NOT HAVE COME MYSELF, FOR THE KING DOETH NOUGHT WITHOUT ME: FOR I HAVE MUCH SUBSTANCE AND AM RICH, EVEN ONE OF THE RICH MEN OF INDIA. AND I HAVE NEVER DONE WRONG TO ANY; BUT THE CONTRARY HATH BEFALLEN ME. I HAVE A WIFE, AND OF HER I HAD A DAUGHTER AND I AM WELL AFFECTIONED TOWARD HER, AS ALSO NATURE REQUIRETH AND HAVE NEVER MADE TRIAL OF ANOTHER WIFE. NOW IT CHANCED THAT THERE WAS A WEDDING IN OUR CITY, AND THEY THAT MADE THE MARRIAGE FEAST WERE WELL BELOVED OF ME: THEY CAME IN THEREFORE AND BADE ME TO IT, BIDDING ALSO MY WIFE AND HER DAUGHTER. FORASMUCH THEN AS THEY WERE MY GOOD FRIENDS I COULD NOT REFUSE: I SENT HER THEREFORE, THOUGH SHE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED NOT TO GO, AND WITH THEM I SENT ALSO MANY SERVANTS: SO, THEY DEPARTED, BOTH SHE AND HER DAUGHTER, DECKED WITH MANY ORNAMENTS. 63 AND WHEN IT WAS EVENING AND THE TIME WAS COME TO DEPART FROM THE WEDDING, I SENT LAMPS AND TORCHES TO MEET THEM: AND I STOOD IN THE STREET TO ESPY WHEN SHE SHOULD COME AND I SHOULD SEE HER WITH MY DAUGHTER. AND AS I STOOD, I HEARD A SOUND OF LAMENTATION. WOE FOR HER! WAS HEARD OUT OF EVERY MOUTH. AND MY SERVANTS WITH THEIR CLOTHES RENT CAME TO ME AND TOLD ME WHAT WAS DONE. WE SAW, SAID THEY, A MAN AND A BOY WITH HIM. AND THE MAN LAID HIS HAND UPON THY WIFE, AND THE BOY UPON THY DAUGHTER: AND THEY FLED FROM THEM: AND WE SMOTE (WOUNDED) THEM WITH OUR SWORDS, BUT OUR SWORDS FELL TO THE GROUND. AND THE SAME HOUR THE WOMEN FELL DOWN, GNASHING THEIR TEETH AND BEATING THEIR HEADS UPON THE EARTH AND SEEING THIS WE CAME TO TELL IT THEE. AND WHEN I HEARD THIS OF MY SERVANTS, I RENT MY CLOTHES AND SMOTE MY FACE WITH MY HANDS, AND BECOMING LIKE ONE MAD I RAN ALONG THE STREET, AND CAME AND FOUND THEM CAST IN THE MARKET-PLACE; AND I TOOK THEM AND BROUGHT THEM TO MY HOUSE, AND AFTER A LONG SPACE THEY AWAKED AND STOOD UP, AND SAT DOWN. 64 I BEGAN THEREFORE TO INQUIRE OF MY WIFE: WHAT IS IT THAT HATH BEFALLEN THEE? AND SHE SAID TO ME: KNOWEST THOU NOT WHAT THOU HAST DONE UNTO ME? FOR I PRAYED THEE THAT I MIGHT NOT GO TO THE WEDDING, BECAUSE I WAS NOT OF EVEN HEALTH IN MY BODY; AND AS I WENT ON THE WAY AND CAME NEAR TO THE AQUEDUCT WHEREIN THE WATER FLOWETH, I SAW A BLACK MAN STANDING OVER AGAINST ME NODDING AT ME WITH HIS HEAD, AND A BOY LIKE UNTO HIM STANDING BY HIM; AND I SAID TO MY DAUGHTER: LOOK AT THOSE TWO HIDEOUS MEN, WHOSE TEETH ARE LIKE MILK AND THEIR LIPS LIKE SOOT. AND WE LEFT THEM AND WENT TOWARDS THE AQUEDUCT; AND WHEN IT WAS SUNSET AND WE DEPARTED FROM THE WEDDING, AS WE PASSED BY WITH THE YOUNG MEN AND DREW NEAR THE AQUEDUCT, MY DAUGHTER SAW THEM FIRST, AND WAS AFFRIGHTED AND FLED TOWARDS ME; AND AFTER HER I ALSO BEHELD THEM COMING AGAINST US: AND THE SERVANTS THAT WERE WITH US FLED FROM THEM (SYR.) AND THEY STRUCK US, AND CAST DOWN BOTH ME AND MY DAUGHTER. AND WHEN SHE HAD TOLD ME THESE THINGS, THE DEVILS CAME UPON THEM AGAIN AND THREW THEM DOWN: AND FROM THAT HOUR THEY ARE NOT ABLE TO COME FORTH, BUT ARE SHUT UP IN ONE ROOM OR A SECOND (SYR. IN A ROOM WITHIN ANOTHER): AND ON THEIR ACCOUNT I SUFFER MUCH, AND AM DISTRESSED: FOR THE DEVILS THROW THEM DOWN WHERESOEVER THEY FIND THEM, AND STRIP THEM NAKED. I BESEECH AND SUPPLICATE THEE BEFORE GOD, HELP ME AND HAVE PITY ON ME, FOR IT IS NOW THREE YEARS THAT A TABLE HATH NOT BEEN SET IN MY HOUSE, AND MY WIFE AND MY DAUGHTER HAVE NOT SAT AT A TABLE: AND ESPECIALLY FOR MINE UNHAPPY DAUGHTER, WHICH HATH NOT SEEN ANY GOOD AT ALL IN THIS WORLD. 65 AND THE APOSTLE, HEARING THESE THINGS FROM THE CAPTAIN, WAS GREATLY GRIEVED FOR HIM, AND SAID UNTO HIM: BELIEVEST THOU THAT JESUS WILL HEAL THEM? AND THE CAPTAIN SAID: YEA. AND THE APOSTLE SAID: COMMIT THYSELF THEN UNTO JESUS, AND HE WILL HEAL THEM AND PROCURE THEM SUCCOUR. AND THE CAPTAIN SAID: SHOW ME HIM, THAT I MAY ENTREAT HIM AND BELIEVE IN HIM. AND THE APOSTLE SAID: HE APPEARETH NOT UNTO THESE BODILY EYES, BUT IS FOUND BY THE EYES OF THE MIND. THE CAPTAIN THEREFORE LIFTED UP HIS VOICE AND SAID: I BELIEVE THEE, JESU [S], AND ENTREAT AND SUPPLICATE THEE, HELP MY LITTLE FAITH WHICH I HAVE IN THEE. AND THE APOSTLE COMMANDED XENOPHON (SYR. XANTHIPPUS) THE DEACON TO ASSEMBLE ALL THE BRETHREN; AND WHEN THE WHOLE MULTITUDE WAS GATHERED, THE APOSTLE STOOD IN THE MIDST AND SAID: 66 CHILDREN AND BRETHREN THAT HAVE BELIEVED ON THE LORD, ABIDE IN THIS FAITH, PREACHING JESUS WHO WAS PROCLAIMED UNTO YOU BY ME, TO BRING YOU HOPE IN HIM; AND FORSAKE NOT (BE NOT FORSAKEN OF) HIM, AND HE WILL NOT FORSAKE YOU. WHILE YE SLEEP IN THIS SLUMBER THAT WEIGHETH DOWN THE SLEEPERS, HE, SLEEPING NOT, KEEPETH WATCH OVER YOU; AND WHEN YE SAIL AND ARE IN PERIL AND NONE CAN HELP, HE WALKING UPON THE WATERS SUPPORTETH AND AIDETH. FOR I AM NOW DEPARTING FROM YOU, AND IT APPEARETH NOT IF I SHALL AGAIN SEE YOU ACCORDING TO THE FLESH. BE YE NOT THEREFORE LIKE UNTO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, WHO LOSING SIGHT OF THEIR PASTORS FOR AN HOUR, STUMBLED. BUT I LEAVE UNTO YOU XENOPHON THE DEACON IN MY STEAD; FOR HE ALSO LIKE MYSELF PROCLAIMETH JESUS: FOR NEITHER AM I AUGHT, NOR HE, BUT JESUS ONLY; FOR I ALSO AM A MAN CLOTHED WITH A BODY, A SON OF MAN LIKE ONE OF YOU; FOR NEITHER HAVE I RICHES AS IT IS FOUND WITH SOME, WHICH ALSO CONVICT THEM THAT POSSESS THEM, BEING WHOLLY USELESS, AND LEFT BEHIND UPON THE EARTH, WHENCE ALSO THEY CAME, AND THEY BEAR AWAY WITH THEM THE TRANSGRESSIONS AND BLEMISHES OF [SEXUAL] SINS WHICH BEFALL MEN BY THEIR MEANS. AND SCANTLY ARE RICH MEN FOUND IN ALMSGIVILLG: BUT THE MERCIFUL AND LOWLY IN HEART, THESE SHALL INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD: FOR IT IS NOT BEAUTY THAT ENDURETH WITH MEN, FOR THEY THAT TRUST IN IT, WHEN AGE COMETH UPON THEM, SHALL SUDDENLY BE PUT TO SHAME: ALL THINGS THEREFORE HAVE THEIR TIME; IN THEIR SEASON ARE THEY [SEXLESSLY] LOVED AND [SEXLESSLY] HATED. LET YOUR HOPE THEN BE IN JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, WHICH IS ALWAYS [SEXLESSLY] LOVED, AND ALWAYS [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED: AND BE MINDFUL OF US, AS WE OF YOU: FOR WE TOO, IF WE FULFILL NOT THE BURDEN OF THE COMMANDMENTS ARE NOT WORTHY TO BE PREACHERS OF THIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND HEREAFTER SHALL WE PAY THE PRICE (PUNISHMENT) OF OUR OWN HEAD. 67 AND HE PRAYED WITH THEM AND CONTINUED WITH THEM A LONG TIME IN PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION, AND COMMITTING THEM UNTO THE LORD, HE SAID: O LORD THAT RULEST OVER EVERY SOUL THAT IS IN THE BODY, LORD, FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE SOULS THAT HAVE THEIR HOPE IN THEE AND EXPECT THY MERCIES: THAT REDEEMEST FROM [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] THE MEN THAT ARE THINE OWN AND SETTEST FREE FROM [SEXUAL] BONDAGE AND [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION THY SUBJECTS THAT COME UNTO THY REFUGE: BE THOU IN THE FLOCK OF XENOPHON AND ANOINT IT WITH HOLY OIL, AND HEAL IT OF SORES, AND PRESERVE IT FROM THE RAVENING WOLVES. AND HE LAID HIS HAND ON THEM AND SAID: THE PEACE OF THE LORD SHALL BE UPON YOU AND SHALL JOURNEY WITH US.
THE EIGHTH ACT: OF THE WILD ASSES
68 THE APOSTLE THEREFORE WENT FORTH TO DEPART ON THE WAY: AND THEY ALL ESCORTED HIM, WEEPING AND ADJURING HIM TO MAKE REMEMBRANCE OF THEM IN HIS PRAYERS AND NOT TO FORGET THEM. HE WENT UP THEN AND SAT UPON THE CHARIOT, LEAVING ALL THE BRETHREN, AND THE CAPTAIN CAME AND AWAKED THE DRIVER, SAYING: I ENTREAT AND PRAY THAT I MAY BECOME WORTHY TO SIT BENEATH HIS FEET, AND I WILL BE HIS DRIVER UPON THIS WAY, THAT HE ALSO MAY BECOME MY GUIDE IN THAT WAY WHEREBY FEW GO. 69 AND WHEN THEY HAD JOURNEYED ABOUT TWO MILES, THE APOSTLE BEGGED OF THE CAPTAIN AND MADE HIM ARISE AND CAUSED HIM TO SIT BY HIM, SUFFERING THE DRIVER TO SIT IN HIS OWN PLACE. AND AS THEY WENT ALONG THE ROAD, IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE BEASTS WERE WEARIED WITH THE GREAT HEAT AND COULD NOT BE STIRRED AT ALL. AND THE CAPTAIN WAS GREATLY VEXED AND WHOLLY CAST DOWN, AND THOUGHT TO RUN ON HIS OWN FEET AND BRING OTHER BEASTS FOR THE USE OF THE CHARIOT; BUT THE APOSTLE SAID: LET NOT THINE HEART BE TROUBLED NOR AFFRIGHTED, BUT BELIEVE ON JESUS CHRIST WHOM I HAVE PROCLAIMED UNTO THEE, AND THOU SHALT SEE GREAT WONDERS. AND HE LOOKED AND SAW A HERD OF WILD ASSES FEEDING BY THE WAYSIDE, AND SAID TO THE CAPTAIN: IF THOU HAST BELIEVED ON CHRIST JESUS, GO UNTO THAT HERD OF WILD ASSES AND SAY: JUDAS THOMAS THE APOSTLE OF CHRIST THE NEW GOD SAITH UNTO YOU: LET FOUR OF YOU COME, OF WHOM WE HAVE NEED (OR, OF WHOM WE MAY HAVE USE). 70 AND THE CAPTAIN WENT IN FEAR, FOR THEY WERE MANY; AND AS HE WENT, THEY CAME TO MEET HIM; AND WHEN THEY WERE NEAR, HE SAID UNTO THEM: JUDAS THOMAS THE APOSTLE OF THE NEW GOD COMMANDETH YOU: LET FOUR OF YOU COME, OF WHOM I HAVE NEED. AND WHEN THE WILD ASSES HEARD IT, THEY RAN WITH ONE ACCORD AND CAME TO HIM, AND WHEN THEY CAME, THEY DID HIM REVERENCE. [SYR. HAS A LONG PRAYER: AND JUDAS THOMAS THE APOSTLE OF OUR LORD LIFTED UP HIS VOICE IN PRAISE AND SAID: GLORIOUS ART THOU, GOD OF TRUTH AND LORD OF ALL NATURES, FOR THOU DIDST WILL WITH THY WILL, AND MAKE ALL THY WORKS AND FINISH ALL THY CREATURES, AND BRING THEM TO THE RULE OF THEIR NATURE, AND LAY UPON THEM ALL THY FEAR THAT THEY MIGHT BE SUBJECT TO THY COMMAND. AND THY WILL TROD THE PATH FROM THY SECRECY TO MANIFESTATION, AND WAS CARING FOR EVERY SOUL THAT THOU DIDST MAKE, AND WAS SPOKEN OF BY THE MOUTH OF ALL THE PROPHETS, IN ALL VISIONS AND SOUNDS AND VOICES; BUT ISRAEL DID NOT OBEY BECAUSE OF THEIR EVIL INCLINATION. AND THOU, BECAUSE THOU ART LORD OF ALL, HAST A CARE FOR THE CREATURES, SO THAT THOU SPREADEST OVER US THY MERCY IN HIM WHO CAME BY THY WILL AND PUT ON THE BODY, THY CREATURE, WHICH THOU DIDST WILL AND FORM ACCORDING TO THY GLORIOUS WISDOM. HE WHOM THOU DIDST APPOINT IN THY SECRECY AND ESTABLISH IN THY MANIFESTATION, TO HIM THOU HAST GIVEN THE NAME OF SON, HE WHO WAS THY WILL, THE POWER OF THY THOUGHT; SO THAT YE ARE BY VARIOUS NAMES [ALL THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS] AND THE SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN], FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THY [SEXLESS] CREATURES, FOR THE NOURISHING OF ALL NATURES, AND YE ARE ONE IN GLORY AND POWER AND WILL; AND YE ARE DIVIDED WITHOUT BEING SEPARATED, AND ARE ONE THOUGH DIVIDED, AND ALL SUBSISTS IN THEE AND IS SUBJECT TO THEE, BECAUSE ALL IS THINE. AND I RELY UPON THEE, LORD, AND BY THY COMMAND HAVE SUBJECTED THESE DUMB BEASTS, THAT THOU MIGHTEST SHOW THY MINISTERING POWER UPON US AND UPON THEM BECAUSE IT IS NEEDFUL, AND THAT THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] MIGHT BE GLORIFIED IN US AND IN THE BEASTS THAT CANNOT SPEAK.] AND THE APOSTLE SAID UNTO THEM: PEACE BE UNTO YOU. YOKE YE FOUR OF YOU IN THE STEAD OF THESE BEASTS THAT HAVE COME TO A STAND. AND EVERY ONE OF THEM CAME AND PRESSED TO BE YOKED: THERE WERE THEN FOUR STRONGER THAN THE REST, WHICH ALSO WERE YOKED. AND THE REST, SOME WENT BEFORE AND SOME FOLLOWED. AND WHEN THEY HAD JOURNEYED A LITTLE WAY, HE DISMISSED THE COLTS, SAYING: I SAY UNTO YOU THE INHABITERS OF THE DESERT, DEPART UNTO YOUR PASTURES, FOR IF I HAD HAD NEED OF ALL, YE WOULD ALL HAVE GONE WITH ME; BUT NOW GO UNTO YOUR PLACE WHEREIN YE DWELL. AND THEY DEPARTED QUIETLY UNTIL THEY WERE NO MORE SEEN. 71 NOW AS THE APOSTLE AND THE CAPTAIN AND THE DRIVER WENT ON, THE WILD ASSES DREW THE CHARIOT QUIETLY AND EVENLY, LEST THEY SHOULD DISTURB THE APOSTLE OF GOD. AND WHEN THEY CAME NEAR TO THE CITY GATE THEY TURNED ASIDE AND STOOD STILL BEFORE THE DOORS OF THE CAPTAIN'S HOUSE. AND THE CAPTAIN SAID: IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR ME TO RELATE WHAT HATH HAPPENED, BUT WHEN I SEE THE END, I WILL TELL IT. THE WHOLE CITY THEREFORE CAME TO SEE THE WILD ASSES UNDER THE YOKE; AND THEY HAD HEARD ALSO THE REPORT OF THE APOSTLE THAT HE WAS TO COME AND VISIT THEM. AND THE APOSTLE ASKED THE CAPTAIN: WHERE IS THY DWELLING, AND WHITHER DOST THOU BRING US? AND HE SAID TO HIM: THOU THYSELF KNOWEST THAT WE STAND BEFORE THE DOORS, AND THESE WHICH BY THY COMMANDMENT ARE COME WITH THEE KNOW IT BETTER THAN I. 72 AND HAVING SO SAID HE CAME DOWN FROM THE CHARIOT. THE APOSTLE THEREFORE BEGAN TO SAY: JESU [S] CHRIST, THAT ART BLASPHEMED BY THE IGNORANCE OF THEE IN THIS COUNTRY; JESU [S], THE REPORT OF WHOM IS STRANGE IN THIS CITY; JESU [S], THAT RECEIVEST ALL (SYR. SENDEST ON BEFORE THE APOSTLES IN EVERY COUNTRY AND IN EVERY CITY, AND ALL THINE THAT ARE WORTHY ARE GLORIFIED IN THEE; JESU [S], THAT DIDST TAKE A FORM AND BECOME AS A MAN, AND WERT SEEN OF ALL US THAT THOU MIGHTEST NOT SEPARATE US FROM THINE OWN [SEXLESS] LOVE: THOU, LORD, ART HE THAT GAVEST THYSELF FOR US, AND WITH THY BLOOD HAST PURCHASED US AND GAINED US AS A POSSESSION OF GREAT PRICE: AND WHAT HAVE WE TO GIVE THEE, LORD, IN EXCHANGE FOR THY LIFE WHICH THOU GAVEST FOR US? FOR THAT WHICH WE WOULD GIVE, THOU GAVEST US: AND THIS IS, THAT WE SHOULD ENTREAT OF THEE AND LIVE. 73 AND WHEN HE HAD SO SAID, MANY ASSEMBLED FROM EVERY QUARTER TO SEE THE APOSTLE OF THE NEW GOD. AND AGAIN, THE APOSTLE SAID: WHY STAND WE IDLE? JESU [S], LORD, THE HOUR IS COME: WHAT WILT THOU HAVE DONE? COMMAND THEREFORE THAT THAT BE FULFILLED WHICH NEEDETH TO BE DONE. NOW THE CAPTAIN'S WIFE AND HER DAUGHTER WERE SORE BORNE DOWN BY THE DEVILS, SO THAT THEY OF THE HOUSE THOUGHT THEY WOULD RISE UP NO MORE: FOR THEY SUFFERED THEM NOT TO PARTAKE OF AUGHT, BUT CAST THEM DOWN UPON THEIR BEDS RECOGNIZING NO MAN UNTIL THAT DAY WHEN THE APOSTLE CAME THITHER. AND THE APOSTLE SAID UNTO ONE OF THE WILD ASSES THAT WERE YOKED ON THE RIGHT HAND: ENTER THOU WITHIN THE GATE, AND STAND THERE AND CALL THE DEVILS AND SAY TO THEM: JUDAS THOMAS THE APOSTLE AND DISCIPLE OF JESUS CHRIST SAITH UNTO YOU: COME FORTH HITHER: FOR ON YOUR ACCOUNT AM I SENT AND UNTO THEM THAT PERTAIN TO YOU BY RACE, TO DESTROY YOU AND CHASE YOU UNTO YOUR PLACE, UNTIL THE TIME OF THE END COME AND YE GO DOWN INTO YOUR OWN DEEP OF DARKNESS. 74 AND THAT WILD ASS WENT IN, A GREAT MULTITUDE BEING WITH HIM, AND SAID: UNTO YOU I SPEAK, THE ENEMIES OF JESUS THAT IS CALLED CHRIST: UNTO YOU I SPEAK THAT SHUT YOUR EYES LEST YE SEE THE LIGHT: UNTO YOU I SPEAK, CHILDREN OF GEHENNA AND OF DESTRUCTION, OF HIM THAT CEASETH NOT FROM EVIL UNTIL NOW, THAT ALWAYS RENEWETH HIS WORKINGS AND THE THINGS THAT BEFIT HIS BEING: UNTO YOU I SPEAK, MOST SHAMELESS, THAT SHALL PERISH BY YOUR OWN HANDS. AND WHAT I SHALL SAY OF YOUR DESTRUCTION AND END, AND WHAT I SHALL TELL, I KNOW NOT. FOR THERE ARE MANY THINGS AND INNUMERABLE TO THE HEARING: AND GREATER ARE YOUR DOINGS THAN THE TORMENT THAT IS RESERVED FOR YOU (SYR. HOWEVER GREAT YOUR BODIES, THEY ARE TOO SMALL FOR YOUR RETRIBUTIONS). BUT UNTO THEE I SPEAK, DEVIL, AND TO THY SON THAT FOLLOWETH WITH THEE: FOR NOW, AM I SENT AGAINST YOU. AND WHEREFORE SHOULD I MAKE MANY WORDS CONCERNING YOUR NATURE AND ROOT, WHICH YOURSELVES KNOW AND ARE NOT ASHAMED? BUT JUDAS THOMAS THE APOSTLE OF CHRIST JESUS SAITH UNTO YOU, HE THAT BY MUCH [SEXLESS] LOVE AND AFFECTION IS SENT HITHER: BEFORE ALL THIS MULTITUDE THAT STANDETH HERE, COME FORTH AND TELL ME OF WHAT RACE YE ARE. 75 AND STRAIGHTWAY THE WOMAN CAME FORTH WITH HER DAUGHTER, BOTH LIKE DEAD PERSONS AND DISHONOURED IN ASPECT: AND THE APOSTLE BEHOLDING THEM WAS GRIEVED. ESPECIALLY FOR THE GIRL, AND SAITH UNTO THE DEVILS: GOD FORBID THAT FOR YOU THERE SHOULD BE SPARING OR PROPITIATION, FOR YE KNOW NOT TO SPARE NOR TO HAVE PITY: BUT IN THE NAME OF JESUS [STEPHEN], DEPART FROM THEM AND STAND BY THEIR SIDE. AND WHEN THE APOSTLE HAD SO SAID, THE WOMEN FELL DOWN AND BECAME AS DEAD; FOR THEY NEITHER HAD BREATH NOR UTTERED SPEECH: BUT THE DEVIL ANSWERED WITH A LOUD VOICE AND SAID: ART THOU COME HITHER AGAIN, THOU THAT DERIDEST OUR NATURE AND RACE? ART THOU COME AGAIN, THAT BLOTTEST OUT OUR DEVICES? AND AS I TAKE IT, THOU WOULDEST NOT SUFFER US TO BE UPON THE EARTH AT ALL: BUT THIS AT THIS TIME THOU CANST NOT ACCOMPLISH. AND THE APOSTLE GUESSED THAT THIS DEVIL WAS HE THAT HAD BEEN DRIVEN OUT FROM THAT OTHER WOMAN. 76 AND THE DEVIL SAID: I BESEECH THEE, GIVE ME LEAVE TO DEPART EVEN WHITHER THOU WILT, AND DWELL THERE AND TAKE COMMANDMENT FROM THEE, AND I WILL NOT FEAR THE RULER THAT HATH AUTHORITY OVER ME. FOR LIKE AS THOU ART COME TO PREACH GOOD TIDINGS, SO I ALSO AM COME TO DESTROY; AND LIKE AS, IF THOU FULFIL NOT THE WILL OF HIM THAT SENT THEE, HE WILL BRING PUNISHMENT UPON THY HEAD, SO I ALSO IF I DO NOT THE WILL OF HIM THAT SENT ME, BEFORE THE SEASON AND TIME APPOINTED, SHALL BE SENT UNTO MINE OWN NATURE; AND LIKE AS THY CHRIST HELPETH THEE IN THAT THOU DOEST, SO ALSO MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HELPETH ME IN THAT I DO; AND LIKE AS FOR THEE HE PREPARETH VESSELS WORTHY OF THINE INHABITING, SO ALSO FOR ME HE SEEKETH OUT VESSELS WHEREBY I MAY ACCOMPLISH HIS [SEXLESS] DEEDS; AND LIKE AS HE NOURISHETH AND PROVIDETH FOR HIS SUBJECTS, SO ALSO FOR ME HE PREPARETH CHASTISEMENTS AND TORMENTS, WITH THEM THAT BECOME MY DWELLINGPLACES (SYR. THOSE IN WHOM I DWELL); AND LIKE AS FOR A RECOMPENSE OF THY WORKING HE GIVETH THEE ETERNAL LIFE, SO ALSO UNTO ME HE GIVETH FOR A REWARD OF MY WORKS ETERNAL DESTRUCTION; AND LIKE AS THOU ART REFRESHED BY THY PRAYER AND THY GOOD WORKS AND SPIRITUAL THANKSGIVINGS, SO I ALSO AM REFRESHED BY MURDERS AND ADULTERIES AND SACRIFICES MADE WITH WINE UPON ALTARS (SYR. SACRIFICES AND LIBATIONS OF WINE), AND LIKE AS THOU CONVERTEST MEN UNTO ETERNAL LIFE, SO I ALSO PERVERT THEM THAT OBEY ME UNTO ETERNAL DESTRUCTION AND TORMENT: AND THOU RECEIVEST THINE OWN AND I MINE. 77 AND WHEN THE DEVIL HAD SAID THESE THINGS AND YET MORE THE APOSTLE SAID: JESUS COMMANDETH THEE AND THY SON BY ME TO ENTER NO MORE INTO THE HABITATION OF MAN: BUT GO YE FORTH AND DEPART AND DWELL WHOLLY APART FROM THE HABITATION OF MEN. AND THE DEVILS SAID UNTO HIM: THOU HAST LAID ON US A HARSH COMMANDMENT: BUT WHAT WILT THOU DO UNTO THEM THAT NOW ARE CONCEALED FROM THEE? FOR THEY THAT HAVE WROUGHT ALL THE IMAGES REJOICE IN THEM MORE THAN THEE: AND MANY OF THEM DO THE MORE PART WORSHIP, AND PERFORM THEIR WILL, SACRIFICING TO THEM AND BRINGING THEM FOOD, BY LIBATIONS AND BY WINE AND WATER AND OFFERING WITH OBLATIONS. AND THE APOSTLE SAID: THEY ALSO SHALL NOW BE ABOLISHED, WITH THEIR WORKS. AND SUDDENLY THE DEVILS VANISHED AWAY: BUT THE WOMEN LAY CAST UPON THE EARTH AS IF WERE DEAD, AND WITHOUT SPEECH. 78 AND THE WILD ASSES STOOD TOGETHER AND PARTED NOT ONE FROM ANOTHER; BUT HE TO WHOM SPEECH WAS GIVEN BY THE POWER OF THE LORD -WHILE ALL MEN KEPT SILENCE, AND LOOKED TO SEE WHAT THEY WOULD DO- THE WILD ASS SAID UNTO THE APOSTLE: WHY STANDEST THOU IDLE, O APOSTLE OF CHRIST THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], WHO LOOKETH THAT THOU SHOULDEST ASK OF HIM THE BEST OF LEARNING? WHEREFORE THEN TARRIEST THOU? (SYR. THAT THOU SHOULDEST ASK HIM, AND HE WOULD GIVE THEE? WHY DELAYEST THOU, GOOD DISCIPLE?) FOR LO, THY TEACHER [SEXLESSLY] DESIRETH TO SHOW BY THY HANDS HIS MIGHTY WORKS. WHY STANDEST THOU STILL, O HERALD OF THE HIDDEN ONE? FOR THY (LORD) WILLETH TO MANIFEST THROUGH THEE HIS UNSPEAKABLE THINGS, WHICH HE RESERVETH FOR THEM THAT ARE WORTHY OF HIM, TO HEAR THEM. WHY RESTEST THOU, O DOER OF MIGHTY WORKS IN THE NAME OF THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]? FOR THY LORD ENCOURAGETH THEE AND ENGENDERETH BOLDNESS IN THEE. FEAR NOT, THEREFORE; FOR HE WILL NOT FORSAKE THE SOUL THAT BELONGETH UNTO THEE BY BIRTH. BEGIN THEREFORE TO CALL UPON HIM AND HE WILL READILY HEARKEN TO THEE. WHY STANDEST THOU MARVELLING AT ALL HIS ACTS AND HIS WORKINGS? FOR THESE ARE SMALL THINGS WHICH HE HATH SHOWN BY THY MEANS. AND WHAT WILT THOU TELL CONCERNING HIS GREAT GIFTS? FOR THOU WILT NOT BE SUFFICIENT TO DECLARE THEM. AND WHY MARVELLEST THOU AT HIS CURES OF THE BODY WHICH HE WORKETH? (SYR. WHICH COME TO AN END) ESPECIALLY WHEN THOU KNOWEST THAT HEALING OF HIS WHICH IS SECURE AND LASTING, WHICH HE BRINGETH FORTH BY HIS OWN NATURE? AND WHY LOOKEST THOU UNTO THIS TEMPORAL LIFE, AND HAST NO THOUGHT OF THAT WHICH IS ETERNAL (SYR. WHEN THOU CANST EVERY DAY THINK ON THAT WHICH IS ETERNAL)? 79 BUT UNTO YOU THE MULTITUDES THAT STAND BY AND LOOK TO SEE THESE THAT ARE CAST DOWN RAISED UP, I SAY, BELIEVE IN THE APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST: BELIEVE THE TEACHER OF TRUTH, BELIEVE HIM THAT SHOWETH YOU THE TRUTH, BELIEVE JESUS, BELIEVE ON THE CHRIST THAT WAS BORN, THAT THE BORN MAY LIVE BY HIS LIFE: WHO ALSO WAS RAISED UP THROUGH INFANCY, THAT PERFECTION MIGHT APPEAR BY HIS MANHOOD (MAN). HE DID TEACH HIS OWN DISCIPLES: FOR HE IS THE TEACHER OF THE TRUTH AND MAKETH WISE MEN WISE (SYR. WHO WENT TO SCHOOL THAT THROUGH HIM PERFECT WISDOM MIGHT BE KNOWN: HE TAUGHT HIS TEACHER BECAUSE HE WAS THE TEACHER OF VERITY AND THE MASTER OF THE WISE). WHO ALSO OFFERED THE GIFT IN THE TEMPLE THAT HE MIGHT SHOW THAT ALL THE (EVERY) OFFERING WAS SANCTIFIED. THIS IS HIS APOSTLE, THE SHEWER-FORTH OF TRUTH: THIS IS HE THAT PERFORMETH THE WILL OF HIM THAT SENT HIM. BUT THERE SHALL COME FALSE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS, WHOSE END SHALL BE ACCORDING TO THEIR DEEDS [2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15], PREACHING INDEED AND ORDAINING TO FLEE FROM UNGODLINESS, BUT THEMSELVES AT ALL TIMES DETECTED IN [SEXUAL] SINS, CLAD INDEED WITH SHEEP'S CLOTHING, BUT WITHIN, RAVENING WOLVES. WHO SUFFICE NOT THEMSELVES WITH ONE WIFE BUT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT MANY WOMEN; WHO, SAYING THAT THEY DESPISE CHILDREN, DESTROY MANY CHILDREN (BOYS), FOR WHOM THEY WILL PAY THE PENALTY; THAT CONTENT NOT THEMSELVES WITH THEIR OWN POSSESSIONS, BUT [SEXUALLY] DESIRE THAT ALL USELESS THINGS SHOULD MINISTER UNTO THEM ONLY; PROFESSING TO BE HIS DISCIPLES; AND WITH THEIR MOUTH THEY UTTER ONE THING, BUT IN THEIR HEART THEY THINK ANOTHER; CHARGING OTHER MEN TO BEWARE OF EVIL, BUT THEY THEMSELVES PERFORM NOUGHT THAT IS GOOD; WHO ARE ACCOUNTED TEMPERATE, AND CHARGE OTHER MEN TO ABSTAIN FROM FORNICATION THEFT, AND COVETOUSNESS, BUT IN ALL THESE THINGS DO THEY THEMSELVES WALK SECRETLY, TEACHING OTHER MEN NOT TO DO THEM. 80 AND WHEN THE WILD ASS HAD DECLARED ALL THESE THINGS, ALL MEN GAZED UPON HIM. AND WHEN HE CEASED THE APOSTLE SAID: WHAT I SHALL THINK CONCERNING THY BEAUTY, O JESU [S], AND WHAT I SHALL TELL OF THEE, I KNOW NOT, OR RATHER I AM NOT ABLE, FOR I HAVE NO POWER TO DECLARE IT, O CHRIST THAT ART IN REST, AND ONLY WISE THAT ONLY KNOWEST THE INWARD OF THE HEART AND UNDERSTANDEST THE THOUGHT. GLORY BE TO THEE, MERCIFUL AND TRANQUIL. GLORY TO THEE, WISE WORD. GLORY TO THY COMPASSION THAT WAS BORN UNTO US. GLORY TO THY MERCY THAT WAS SPREAD OUT OVER US. GLORY TO THY GREATNESS THAT WAS MADE SMALL FOR US. GLORY TO THY MOST HIGH KINGSHIP THAT WAS HUMBLED FOR US. GLORY TO THY MIGHT WHICH WAS ENFEEBLED FOR US. GLORY TO THY GODHEAD THAT FOR US WAS SEEN IN LIKENESS OF MEN. GLORY TO THY MANHOOD THAT DIED FOR US THAT IT MIGHT MAKE US LIVE. GLORY TO THY RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD; FOR THEREBY RISING AND REST COMETH UNTO OUR SOULS. GLORY AND PRAISE (GOOD REPORT) TO THINE ASCENDING INTO THE HEAVENS; FOR THEREBY THOU HAST SHEWED US THE PATH OF THE HEIGHT, AND PROMISED THAT WE SHALL SIT WITH THEE ON THY RIGHT HAND AND WITH THEE JUDGE THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. THOU ART THE HEAVENLY [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]: THOU ART THE HIDDEN LIGHT OF THE UNDERSTANDING, SHEWER OF THE WAY OF TRUTH, DRIVER AWAY OF DARKNESS, AND BLOTTER-OUT OF [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. 81 HAVING THUS SPOKEN, THE APOSTLE STOOD OVER THE WOMEN, SAYING: MY LORD AND MY GOD, I AM NOT DIVIDED FROM THEE (OR DOUBT NOT CONCERNING THEE), NOR AS ONE UNBELIEVING DO I CALL UPON THEE, WHO ART ALWAYS OUR HELPER AND SUCCOURER AND RAISER-UP; WHO BREATHEST THINE OWN POWER INTO US AND ENCOURAGEST US AND GIVEST CONFIDENCE IN [SEXLESS] LOVE UNTO THINE OWN SERVANTS. I BESEECH THEE, LET THESE SOULS BE HEALED AND RISE UP AND BECOME SUCH AS THEY WERE BEFORE THEY WERE SMITTEN OF THE DEVILS. AND WHEN HE THUS SPOKE THE WOMEN TURNED AND SAT UP. AND THE APOSTLE BADE THE CAPTAIN THAT HIS SERVANTS SHOULD TAKE THEM AND BRING THEM WITHIN (SYR. AND GIVE THEM FOOD, FOR THEY HAD NOT EATEN FOR MANY DAYS). AND WHEN THEY WERE GONE IN, THE APOSTLE SAID UNTO THE WILD ASSES, FOLLOW ME. AND THEY WENT AFTER HIM UNTIL HE HAD BROUGHT THEM WITHOUT THE GATE. AND WHEN THEY HAD GONE OUT, HE SAID TO THEM: DEPART IN PEACE UNTO YOUR PASTURES. THE WILD ASSES THEREFORE WENT AWAY WILLINGLY; AND THE APOSTLE STOOD AND TOOK HEED TO THEM LEST THEY SHOULD BE HURT OF ANY, UNTIL THEY HAD GONE AFAR OFF AND WERE NO MORE SEEN. AND THE APOSTLE RETURNED WITH THE MULTITUDE INTO THE HOUSE OF THE CAPTAIN.
THE NINTH ACT: OF THE WIFE OF CHARISIUS
82 NOW IT CHANCED THAT A CERTAIN WOMAN, THE WIFE OF CHARISIUS, THAT WAS NEXT UNTO THE KING, WHOSE NAME WAS MYGDONIA, CAME TO SEE AND BEHOLD THE NEW NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND THE NEW GOD WHO WAS BEING PROCLAIMED, AND THE NEW APOSTLE WHO HAD COME TO VISIT THEIR COUNTRY: AND SHE WAS CARRIED BY HER OWN SERVANTS; AND BECAUSE OF THE GREAT CROWD AND THE NARROW WAY THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO BRING HER NEAR UNTO HIM. AND SHE SENT UNTO HER HUSBAND TO SEND HER MORE TO MINISTER TO HER; AND THEY CAME AND APPROACHED HER, PRESSING UPON THE PEOPLE AND BEATING THEM. AND THE APOSTLE SAW IT AND SAID TO THEM: WHEREFORE OVERTHROW YE THEM THAT COME TO HEAR THE WORD, AND ARE EAGER FOR IT? AND YE [SEXUALLY] DESIRE TO BE NEAR ME BUT ARE FAR OFF, AS IT WAS SAID OF THE MULTITUDE THAT CAME UNTO THE LORD: HAVING EYES YE SEE NOT, AND HAVING EARS YE HEAR NOT; AND HE SAID TO THE MULTITUDES: HE THAT HATH EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR; AND: COME UNTO ME, ALL YE THAT LABOUR AND ARE HEAVY LADEN, AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST. 83 AND LOOKING UPON THEM THAT CARRIED HER, HE SAID UNTO THEM: THIS BLESSING AND THIS ADMONITION [HERE AND ELSEWHERE THERE IS A MARKED DIVERGENCE BETWEEN THE TEXTS OF U AND P, THE ROMAN AND PARIS MSS.: BONNET PRINTS THEM SEPARATELY. P IS ON THE WHOLE MUCH SHORTER. SYR. DIFFERS FROM BOTH. I FOLLOW U, BUT IT IS VERY CORRUPT.] WHICH WAS PROMISED UNTO THEM IS FOR YOU THAT ARE HEAVILY BURDENED NOW. YE ARE THEY THAT CARRY BURDENS GRIEVOUS TO BE BORNE, AND ARE BORNE ABOUT BY HER COMMAND. AND THOUGH YE ARE MEN, THEY LAY ON YOU LOADS AS ON BRUTE BEASTS, FOR THEY THAT HAVE AUTHORITY OVER YOU THINK THAT YE ARE NOT MEN SUCH AS THEMSELVES, WHETHER BOND OR FREE. FOR NEITHER SHALL POSSESSIONS PROFIT THE RICH, NOR POVERTY SAVE THE POOR FROM JUDGEMENT; NOR HAVE WE RECEIVED A COMMANDMENT WHICH WE ARE NOT ABLE TO PERFORM, NOR HATH HE LAID ON US BURDENS GRIEVOUS TO BE BORNE WHICH WE ARE NOT ABLE TO CARRY; NOR BUILDING WHICH MEN BUILD; NOR TO HEW STONES AND PREPARE HOUSES, AS YOUR CRAFTSMEN DO BY THEIR OWN KNOWLEDGE. BUT THIS COMMANDMENT HAVE WE RECEIVED OF THE LORD, THAT THAT WHICH PLEASETH NOT US WHEN IT IS DONE BY ANOTHER THIS WE SHOULD NOT DO TO ANY OTHER MAN. 84 ABSTAIN THEREFORE FIRST FROM ADULTERY, FOR THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF ALL EVILS, AND NEXT FROM THEFT, WHICH ENTICED JUDAS ISCARIOT, AND BROUGHT HIM UNTO HANGING; (AND FROM COVETOUSNESS,) FOR AS MANY AS YIELD UNTO COVETOUSNESS SEE NOT THAT WHICH THEY DO; AND FROM VAINGLORY AND FROM ALL FOUL DEEDS, ESPECIALLY THEM OF THE BODY, WHEREBY COMETH ETERNAL CONDEMNATION. FOR THIS IS THE CHIEF CITY OF ALL EVILS; AND LIKEWISE, IT BRINGETH THEM THAT HOLD THEIR HEADS (NECKS) HIGH UNTO TYRANNY, AND DRAWETH THEM DOWN UNTO THE DEEP, AND SUBDUETH THEM UNDER ITS HANDS THAT THEY SEE NOT WHAT THEY DO; WHEREFORE THE THINGS DONE OF THEM ARE HIDDEN FROM THEM. 85 BUT DO YE BECOME WELL-PLEASING UNTO GOD IN ALL GOOD THINGS, IN MEEKNESS AND QUIETNESS: FOR THESE DOTH GOD SPARE, AND GRANTETH ETERNAL LIFE AND SETTETH DEATH AT NOUGHT. AND IN GENTLENESS WHICH FOLLOWETH ON ALL GOOD THINGS, AND OVERCOMETH ALL ENEMIES AND ALONE RECEIVETH THE CROWN OF VICTORY: WITH GENTLENESS (SYR.), AND STRETCHING OUT OF THE HAND TO THE POOR, AND SUPPLYING THE WANT OF THE NEEDY, AND DISTRIBUTING TO THEM THAT ARE IN NECESSITY, ESPECIALLY THEM THAT WALK, IN HOLINESS. FOR THIS IS CHOSEN BEFORE GOD AND LEADETH UNTO ETERNAL LIFE: FOR THIS IS BEFORE GOD THE CHIEF CITY OF ALL GOOD: FOR THEY THAT STRIVE NOT IN THE COURSE (STADIUM) OF CHRIST SHALL NOT OBTAIN HOLINESS. AND HOLINESS DID APPEAR FROM GOD, DOING AWAY FORNICATION, OVERTHROWING THE ENEMY, WELL-PLEASING UNTO GOD: FOR SHE IS AN INVINCIBLE CHAMPION (ATHLETE), HAVING HONOUR FROM GOD, GLORIFIED OF MANY: SHE IS AN AMBASSADOR OF PEACE, ANNOUNCING PEACE: IF ANY GAIN HER HE ABIDETH WITHOUT CARE, PLEASING THE LORD, EXPECTING THE TIME OF REDEMPTION: FOR SHE DOETH NOTHING AMISS, BUT GIVETH LIFE AND REST AND JOY UNTO ALL THAT GAIN HER. [P HAS NOTHING OF THIS, AND SYR. MAKES BETTER SENSE, BUT IS NOT VERY INTERESTING.] 86 BUT MEEKNESS HATH OVERCOME DEATH AND BROUGHT HIM UNDER AUTHORITY, MEEKNESS HATH ENSLAVED THE ENEMY (U AND P AND SYR. NOW PRESENT THE SAME TEXT), MEEKNESS IS THE GOOD YOKE: MEEKNESS FEARETH NOT AND OPPOSETH NOT THE MANY: MEEKNESS IS PEACE AND JOY AND EXALTATION OF REST. ABIDE YE THEREFORE IN HOLINESS AND RECEIVE FREEDOM FROM ME, AND BE NEAR UNTO MEEKNESS FOR IN THESE THREE HEADS IS PORTRAYED THE CHRIST WHOM I PROCLAIM UNTO YOU. HOLINESS IS THE TEMPLE OF CHRIST, AND HE THAT DWELLETH IN HER GETTETH HER FOR A HABITATION [SYR. IS THE OF GOD REST TEMPERANCE AND], BECAUSE FOR FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS HE FASTED, TASTING NOTHING: AND HE THAT KEEPETH HER SHALL DWELL IN HER AS ON A MOUNTAIN. AND MEEKNESS IS HIS BOAST: FOR HE SAID UNTO PETER OUR FELLOW APOSTLE: TURN BACK THY SWORD AND PUT IT AGAIN INTO THE SHEATH THEREOF: FOR IF I HAD WILLED SO TO DO, COULD I NOT HAVE BROUGHT MORE THAN TWELVE LEGIONS OF ANGELS FROM MY FATHER [STEPHEN]? 87 AND WHEN THE APOSTLE HAD SAID THESE THINGS IN THE HEARING OF ALL THE MULTITUDE, THEY TRODE AND PRESSED UPON ONE ANOTHER: AND THE WIFE OF CHARISIUS THE KING'S KINSMAN LEAPT OUT OF HER CHAIR AND CAST HERSELF ON THE EARTH BEFORE THE APOSTLE, AND CAUGHT HIS FEET AND BESOUGHT AND SAID: O DISCIPLE OF THE LIVING GOD, THOU ART COME INTO A DESERT COUNTRY, FOR WE LIVE IN THE DESERT; BEING LIKE TO BRUTE BEASTS IN OUR CONVERSATION, BUT NOW SHALL WE BE SAVED BY THY HANDS; I BESEECH THEE, THEREFORE, TAKE THOUGHT OF ME, AND PRAY FOR ME, THAT THE COMPASSION OF THE GOD WHOM THOU PREACHEST MAY COME UPON ME, AND I MAY BECOME HIS DWELLING PLACE AND BE JOINED IN PRAYER AND HOPE AND FAITH IN HIM, AND I ALSO MAY RECEIVE THE SEAL AND BECOME AN HOLY TEMPLE AND HE MAY DWELL IN ME. 88 AND THE APOSTLE SAID: I DO PRAY AND ENTREAT FOR YOU ALL, BRETHREN, THAT BELIEVE ON THE LORD, AND FOR YOU, SISTERS, THAT HOPE IN CHRIST, THAT IN ALL OF YOU THE WORD OF GOD MAY TABERNACLE AND HAVE HIS TABERNACLE THEREIN: FOR WE HAVE NO POWER OVER THEM (SYR. BECAUSE YE ARE GIVEN POWER OVER YOUR OWN SOULS). AND HE BEGAN TO SAY UNTO THE WOMAN MYGDONIA: RISE UP FROM THE EARTH AND COMPOSE THYSELF (TAKE OFF THINE ORNAMENTS, P; BE MINDFUL OF THYSELF, SYR.). FOR THIS ATTIRE THAT IS PUT ON SHALL NOT PROFIT THEE NOR THE BEAUTY OF THY BODY, NOR THINE APPAREL, NEITHER YET THE FAME OF THY RANK, NOR THE AUTHORITY OF THIS WORLD, NOR THE [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH THINE HUSBAND SHALL AVAIL THEE IF THOU BE BEREAVED OF THE TRUE FELLOWSHIP: FOR THE APPEARANCE (FANTASY) OF ORNAMENTING COMETH TO NAUGHT, AND THE BODY WAXETH OLD AND CHANGETH, AND RAIMENT WEARETH OUT, AND AUTHORITY AND LORDSHIP PASS AWAY (U CORRUPT; P ABRIDGES; SYR. HAS: PASSETH AWAY ACCOMPANIED WITH PUNISHMENT, ACCORDING AS EACH PERSON HATH CONDUCTED HIMSELF IN IT), AND THE FELLOWSHIP OF PROCREATION ALSO PASSETH AWAY, AND IS AS IT WERE CONDEMNATION. JESUS ONLY ABIDETH EVER, AND THEY THAT HOPE IN HIM. THUS, HE SPOKE, AND SAID UNTO THE WOMAN: DEPART IN PEACE, AND THE LORD SHALL MAKE THEE WORTHY OF HIS OWN MYSTERIES. BUT SHE SAID: I FEAR TO GO AWAY, LEST THOU FORSAKE ME AND DEPART UNTO ANOTHER NATION. BUT THE APOSTLE SAID TO HER: EVEN IF I GO, I SHALL NOT LEAVE THEE ALONE, BUT JESUS OF HIS COMPASSION WILL BE WITH THEE. AND SHE FELL DOWN AND DID HIM REVERENCE AND DEPARTED UNTO HER HOUSE. 89 NOW CHARISIUS, THE KINSMAN OF MISDAEUS THE KING, BATHED HIMSELF AND RETURNED AND LAID HIM DOWN TO DINE. AND HE INQUIRED CONCERNING HIS WIFE, WHERE SHE WAS; FOR SHE HAD NOT COME OUT OF HER OWN CHAMBER TO MEET HIM AS SHE WAS WONT. AND HER HANDMAIDS SAID TO HIM: SHE IS NOT WELL. AND HE ENTERED QUICKLY INTO THE CHAMBER AND FOUND HER LYING ON THE BED AND VEILED: AND HE UNVEILED HER AND KISSED HER, SAYING: WHEREFORE ART THOU SORROWFUL TO-DAY? AND SHE SAID: I AM NOT WELL. AND HE SAID UNTO HER: WHEREFORE THEN DIDST THOU NOT KEEP THE GUISE OF THY FREEDOM (SYR. PAY PROPER RESPECT TO THY POSITION AS A FREE WOMAN) AND REMAIN IN THY HOUSE, BUT DIDST GO AND LISTEN UNTO VAIN SPEECHES AND LOOK UPON WORKS OF SORCERY? BUT RISE UP AND DINE WITH ME, FOR I CANNOT DINE WITHOUT THEE. BUT SHE SAID TO HIM: TO-DAY I DECLINE IT, FOR I AM GREATLY AFEARED. 90 AND WHEN CHARISIUS HEARD THIS OF MYGDONIA, HE WOULD NOT GO FORTH TO DINNER, BUT BADE HIS SERVANTS BRING HER TO DINE WITH HIM (SYR. BRING FOOD TO HIM THAT HE MIGHT SUP IN HER PRESENCE): WHEN THEN THEY BROUGHT IT IN, HE [SEXUALLY] DESIRED HER TO DINE WITH HIM, BUT SHE EXCUSED HERSELF; SINCE THEN SHE WOULD NOT, HE DINED ALONE, SAYING UNTO HER: ON THINE ACCOUNT I REFUSED TO DINE WITH MISDAEUS THE KING, AND THOU, WAST THOU NOT WILLING TO DINE WITH ME? BUT SHE SAID: IT IS BECAUSE I AM NOT WELL. CHARISIUS THEREFORE ROSE UP AS HE WAS WONT AND WOULD SLEEP WITH HER, BUT SHE SAID: DID I NOT TELL THEE THAT FOR TODAY I REFUSED IT? 91 WHEN HE HEARD THAT HE WENT TO ANOTHER BED AND SLEPT; AND AWAKING OUT OF SLEEP HE SAID: MY LADY MYGDONIA, HEARKEN TO THE DREAM WHICH I HAVE SEEN. I SAW MYSELF LIE AT MEAT NEAR TO MISDAEUS THE KING, AND A DISH OF ALL SORTS WAS SET BEFORE US: AND I SAW AN EAGLE COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN AND CARRY OFF FROM BEFORE ME AND THE KING TWO PARTRIDGES, WHICH HE SET AGAINST HIS HEART; AND AGAIN HE CAME OVER US AND FLEW ABOUT ABOVE US, AND THE KING BADE A BOW TO BE BROUGHT TO HIM; AND THE EAGLE AGAIN CAUGHT AWAY FROM BEFORE US A PIGEON AND A DOVE, AND THE KING SHOT AN ARROW AT HIM, AND IT PASSED THROUGH HIM FROM ONE SIDE TO THE OTHER AND HURT HIM NOT; AND HE BEING UNSCATHED ROSE UP INTO HIS OWN NEST. AND I AWOKE, AND I AM FULL OF FEAR AND SORE VEXED, BECAUSE I HAD TASTED OF THE PARTRIDGE, AND HE SUFFERED ME NOT TO PUT IT TO MY MOUTH AGAIN. AND MYGDONIA SAID UNTO HIM: THY DREAM IS GOOD: FOR THOU EVERY DAY EATEST PARTRIDGES, BUT THIS EAGLE HAD NOT TASTED OF A PARTRIDGE UNTIL NOW. 92 AND WHEN IT WAS MORNING CHARISIUS WENT AND DRESSED HIMSELF AND SHOD HIS RIGHT FOOT WITH HIS LEFT SHOE; AND HE STOPPED, AND SAID TO MYGDONIA: WHAT THEN IS THIS MATTER? FOR LOOK, THE DREAM AND THIS ACTION OF MINE! BUT MYGDONIA SAID TO HIM: AND THIS ALSO IS NOT EVIL, BUT SEEMETH TO ME VERY GOOD; FOR FROM AN UNLUCKY ACT THERE WILL BE A CHANGE UNTO THE BETTER. AND HE WASHED HIS HANDS AND WENT TO SALUTE MISDAEUS THE KING. 93 AND LIKEWISE MYGDONIA ROSE UP EARLY AND WENT TO SALUTE JUDAS THOMAS THE APOSTLE, AND SHE FOUND HIM DISCOURSING WITH THE CAPTAIN AND ALL THE MULTITUDE, AND HE WAS ADVISING THEM AND SPEAKING OF THE WOMAN WHICH HAD RECEIVED THE LORD IN HER SOUL, WHOSE WIFE SHE WAS; AND THE CAPTAIN SAID: SHE IS THE WIFE OF CHARISIUS THE KINSMAN OF MISDAEUS THE KING. AND: HER HUSBAND IS A HARD MAN, AND IN EVERY THING THAT HE SAITH TO THE KING HE OBEYETH HIM: AND HE WILL NOT SUFFER HER TO CONTINUE IN THIS MIND WHICH SHE HATH PROMISED; FOR OFTEN-TIMES HATH HE PRAISED HER BEFORE THE KING, SAYING THAT THERE IS NONE OTHER LIKE HER IN [SEXLESS] LOVE: ALL THINGS THEREFORE THAT THOU SPEAKEST UNTO HER ARE STRANGE UNTO HER. AND THE APOSTLE SAID: IF VERILY AND SURELY THE LORD HATH RISEN UPON HER SOUL AND SHE HATH RECEIVED THE SEED THAT WAS CAST ON HER, SHE WILL HAVE NO CARE OF THIS TEMPORAL LIFE, NOR FEAR DEATH, NEITHER WILL CHARISIUS BE ABLE TO HARM HER AT ALL: FOR GREATER IS HE WHOM SHE HATH RECEIVED INTO HER SOUL, IF SHE, HAVE RECEIVED HIM INDEED. 94 AND MYGDONIA HEARING THIS SAID UNTO THE APOSTLE: IN TRUTH, MY LORD, I HAVE RECEIVED THE SEED OF THY WORDS, AND I WILL BEAR FRUIT LIKE UNTO SUCH SEED. THE APOSTLE SAITH: OUR SOULS GIVE PRAISE AND THANKS UNTO THEE, O LORD, FOR THEY ARE THINE: OUR BODIES GIVE THANKS UNTO THEE, WHICH THOU HAST ACCOUNTED WORTHY TO BECOME THE DWELLING-PLACE OF THY HEAVENLY GIFT. AND HE SAID ALSO TO THEM THAT STOOD BY: BLESSED ARE THE HOLY, WHOSE SOULS HAVE NEVER CONDEMNED THEM, FOR THEY HAVE GAINED THEM AND ARE NOT DIVIDED AGAINST THEMSELVES: BLESSED ARE THE SPIRITS OF THE PURE, AND THEY THAT HAVE RECEIVED THE HEAVENLY CROWN WHOLE FROM THE WORLD (AGE) WHICH HATH BEEN APPOINTED THEM: BLESSED ARE THE BODIES OF THE HOLY, FOR THEY HAVE BEEN MADE WORTHY TO BECOME TEMPLES OF GOD, THAT CHRIST MAY DWELL IN THEM: BLESSED ARE YE, FOR YE HAVE POWER TO FORGIVE [NON-SEXUAL] SINS: BLESSED ARE YE IF YE LOSE NOT THAT WHICH IS COMMITTED UNTO YOU, BUT REJOICING AND DEPARTING BEAR IT AWAY WITH YOU: BLESSED ARE YE THE HOLY, FOR UNTO YOU IT IS GIVEN TO ASK AND RECEIVE: BLESSED ARE YE MEEK FOR YOU HATH GOD COUNTED WORTHY TO BECOME HEIRS OF THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM. BLESSED ARE YE MEEK, FOR YE ARE THEY THAT HAVE OVERCOME THE ENEMY: BLESSED ARE YE MEEK, FOR YE SHALL SEE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF THE LORD. BLESSED ARE YE THAT HUNGER FOR THE LORD'S SAKE FOR FOR YOU IS REST LAID UP, AND YOUR SOULS REJOICE FROM HENCEFORTH. BLESSED ARE YE THAT ARE QUIET, (FOR YE HAVE BEEN COUNTED WORTHY) TO BE SET FREE FROM [SEXUAL] SIN [AND FROM THE EXCHANGE OF CLEAN AND UNCLEAN BEASTS]. AND WHEN THE APOSTLE HAD SAID THESE THINGS IN THE HEARING OF ALL THE MULTITUDE, MYGDONIA WAS THE MORE CONFIRMED IN THE FAITH AND GLORY AND GREATNESS OF CHRIST. 95 BUT CHARISIUS THE KINSMAN AND FRIEND OF MISDAEUS THE KING CAME TO HIS BREAKFAST AND FOUND NOT HIS WIFE IN THE HOUSE; AND HE INQUIRED OF ALL THAT WERE IN HIS HOUSE: WHITHER IS YOUR MISTRESS GONE? AND ONE OF THEM ANSWERED AND SAID: SHE IS GONE UNTO THAT STRANGER. AND WHEN HE HEARD THIS OF HIS SERVANT, HE WAS WROTH WITH THE OTHER SERVANTS BECAUSE THEY HAD NOT STRAIGHTWAY TOLD HIM WHAT WAS DONE: AND HE SAT DOWN AND WAITED FOR HER. AND WHEN IT WAS EVENING AND SHE WAS COME INTO THE HOUSE HE SAID TO HER: WHERE WAST THOU? AND SHE ANSWERED AND SAID: WITH THE PHYSICIAN. AND HE SAID: IS THAT STRANGER A PHYSICIAN? AND SHE SAID: YEA, HE IS A PHYSICIAN OF SOULS: FOR MOST PHYSICIANS DO HEAL BODIES THAT ARE DISSOLVED, BUT HE SOULS THAT ARE NOT DESTROYED. CHARISIUS, HEARING THIS, WAS VERY ANGRY IN HIS MIND WITH MYGDONIA BECAUSE OF THE APOSTLE, BUT HE ANSWERED HER NOTHING, FOR HE WAS AFRAID; FOR SHE WAS ABOVE HIM BOTH IN WEALTH AND BIRTH: BUT HE DEPARTED TO DINNER, AND SHE WENT INTO HER CHAMBER. AND HE SAID TO THE SERVANTS: CALL HER TO DINNER. BUT SHE WOULD NOT COME. 96 AND WHEN HE HEARD THAT SHE WOULD NOT COME OUT OF HER CHAMBER, HE WENT IN AND SAID UNTO HER: WHEREFORE WILT THOU NOT DINE WITH ME AND PERCHANCE NOT SLEEP WITH ME AS THE WONT IS? YEA, CONCERNING THIS I HAVE THE GREATER SUSPICION, FOR I HAVE HEARD THAT THAT SORCERER AND DECEIVER TEACHETH THAT A MAN SHOULD NOT LIVE WITH HIS WIFE, AND THAT WHICH NATURE REQUIRETH AND THE GODHEAD HATH ORDAINED HE OVERTHROWETH. WHEN CHARISIUS SAID THESE THINGS, MYGDONIA KEPT SILENCE. HE SAITH TO HER AGAIN: MY LADY AND CONSORT MYGDONIA, BE NOT LED ASTRAY BY DECEITFUL AND VAIN WORDS, NOR BY THE WORKS OF SORCERY WHICH I HAVE HEARD THAT THIS MAN PERFORMETH IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF FATHER [STEPHEN], SON [JESUS], AND HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN], FOR IT WAS NEVER YET HEARD IN THE WORLD THAT ANY RAISED THE DEAD, AND, AS I HEAR, IT IS REPORTED OF THIS MAN THAT HE RAISETH DEAD MEN. AND FOR THAT HE NEITHER EATETH NOR DRINKETH, THINK NOT THAT FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE HE NEITHER EATETH NOR DRINKETH BUT THIS HE DOTH BECAUSE HE POSSESSETH NOUGHT, FOR WHAT SHOULD HE DO WHICH HATH NOT EVEN HIS DAILY BREAD? AND HE HATH ONE GARMENT BECAUSE HE IS POOR, AND AS FOR HIS NOT RECEIVING AUGHT OF ANY (HE DOTH SO, TO BE SURE, BECAUSE HE KNOWETH IN HIMSELF THAT HE DOTH NOT VERILY HEAL ANY MAN, SYR.). 97 AND WHEN CHARISIUS SO SAID, MYGDONIA WAS SILENT AS ANY STONE, BUT SHE PRAYED, ASKING WHEN IT SHOULD BE DAY, THAT SHE MIGHT GO TO THE APOSTLE OF CHRIST. AND HE WITHDREW FROM HER AND WENT TO DINNER HEAVY IN MIND, FOR HE THOUGHT TO SLEEP WITH HER ACCORDING TO THE WONT. AND WHEN HE WAS GONE OUT, SHE BOWED HER KNEES AND PRAYED, SAYING: LORD GOD AND MASTER, MERCIFUL FATHER [STEPHEN], SAVIOUR CHRIST, DO THOU GIVE ME STRENGTH TO OVERCOME THE SHAMELESSNESS OF CHARISIUS, AND GRANT ME TO KEEP THE HOLINESS WHEREIN THOU DELIGHTEST, THAT I ALSO MAY BY IT FIND ETERNAL LIFE. AND WHEN SHE HAD SO PRAYED, SHE LAID HERSELF ON HER BED AND VEILED HERSELF. 98 BUT CHARISIUS HAVING DINED CAME UPON HER, AND SHE CRIED OUT, SAYING: THOU HAST NO MORE ANY ROOM BY ME: FOR MY LORD JESUS IS GREATER THAN THOU, WHO IS WITH ME AND RESTETH IN ME. AND HE LAUGHED AND SAID: WELL DOST THOU MOCK, SAYING THIS OF THAT SORCERER, AND WELL DOST THOU DERIDE HIM, WHO SAITH: YE HAVE NO LIFE WITH GOD UNLESS YE PURIFY YOURSELVES. AND WHEN HE HAD SO SAID HE ESSAYED TO SLEEP WITH HER, BUT SHE ENDURED IT NOT AND CRIED OUT BITTERLY AND SAID: I CALL UPON THEE, LORD JESU [S], FORSAKE ME NOT! FOR WITH THEE HAVE I MADE MY REFUGE; FOR WHEN I LEARNED THAT THOU ART HE THAT SEEKEST OUT THEM THAT ARE VEILED IN IGNORANCE AND SAVEST THEM THAT ARE HELD IN [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. AND NOW I ENTREAT THEE WHOSE REPORT I HAVE HEARD AND BELIEVED, COME THOU TO MY HELP AND SAVE ME FROM THE SHAMELESSNESS OF CHARISIUS, THAT HIS FOULNESS MAY NOT GET THE UPPER HAND OF ME. AND SHE SMOTE HER HANDS TOGETHER (TIED HIS HANDS, SYR.) AND FLED FROM HIM NAKED, AND AS SHE WENT FORTH, SHE PULLED DOWN THE CURTAIN OF THE BED-CHAMBER AND WRAPPED IT ABOUT HER; AND WENT TO HER NURSE, AND SLEPT THERE WITH HER. 99 BUT CHARISIUS WAS IN HEAVINESS ALL NIGHT, AND SMOTE HIS FACE WITH HIS HANDS, AND HE WAS MINDED TO GO THAT VERY HOUR AND TELL THE KING CONCERNING THE VIOLENCE THAT WAS DONE HIM, BUT HE CONSIDERED WITH HIMSELF, SAYING: IF THE GREAT HEAVINESS WHICH IS UPON ME COMPELLETH ME TO GO NOW UNTO THE KING, WHO WILL BRING ME IN TO HIM? FOR I KNOW THAT MY ABUSE HATH OVERTHROWN ME FROM MY HIGH LOOKS AND MY VAINGLORY AND MAJESTY, AND HATH CAST ME DOWN INTO THIS VILENESS AND SEPARATED MY SISTER MYGONIA FROM ME. YEA, IF THE KING HIMSELF STOOD BEFORE THE DOORS AT THIS HOUR, I COULD NOT HAVE GONE OUT AND ANSWERED HIM. BUT I WILL WAIT UNTIL DAWN, AND I KNOW THAT WHATSOEVER I ASK OF THE KING, HE GRANTETH IT ME: AND I WILL TELL HIM OF THE MADNESS OF THIS STRANGER, HOW THAT IT TYRANNOUSLY CASTETH DOWN THE GREAT AND ILLUSTRIOUS INTO THE DEPTH. FOR IT IS NOT THIS THAT GRIEVETH ME, THAT I AM DEPRIVED OF HER COMPANYING, BUT FOR HER AM I GRIEVED, BECAUSE HER GREATNESS OF SOUL IS HUMBLED: BEING AN HONOURABLE LADY IN WHOM NONE OF HER HOUSE EVER FOUND FAULT (CONDEMNED), SHE HATH FLED AWAY NAKED, RUNNING OUT OF HER OWN BEDCHAMBER, AND I KNOW NOT WHITHER SHE IS GONE; AND IT MAY BE THAT SHE IS GONE MAD BY THE MEANS OF THAT SORCERER, AND IN HER MADNESS HATH GONE FORTH INTO THE MARKET-PLACE TO SEEK HIM; FOR THERE IS NOTHING THAT APPEALETH UNTO HER LOVABLE EXCEPT HIM AND THE THINGS THAT ARE SPOKEN BY HIM. 100 AND SO SAVING HE BEGAN TO LAMENT AND SAY: WOE TO ME, O MY CONSORT, AND TO THEE BESIDES! FOR I AM TOO QUICKLY BEREAVED OF THEE. WOE IS ME, MY MOST DEAR ONE, FOR THOU EXCELLEST ALL MY RACE: NEITHER SON NOR DAUGHTER HAVE I HAD OF THEE THAT I MIGHT FIND REST IN THEM; NEITHER HAST THOU YET DWELT WITH ME A FULL YEAR, AND AN EVIL EYE HATH CAUGHT THEE FROM ME. WOULD THAT THE VIOLENCE OF DEATH HAD TAKEN THEE, AND I SHOULD YET HAVE RECKONED MYSELF AMONG KINGS AND NOBLES: BUT THAT I SHOULD SUFFER THIS AT THE HANDS OF A STRANGER, AND BELIKE HE IS A SLAVE THAT HATH RUN AWAY, TO MINE ILL FORTUNE AND THE SORROW OF MINE UNHAPPY SOUL! LET THERE BE NO IMPEDIMENT FOR ME UNTIL I DESTROY HIM AND AVENGE THIS NIGHT, AND MAY I NOT BE WELL-PLEASING BEFORE MISDAEUS THE KING IF HE, AVENGE ME NOT WITH THE HEAD OF THIS STRANGER; (AND I WILL ALSO TELL HIM) OF SIPHOR THE CAPTAIN WHO HATH BEEN THE OCCASION OF THIS. FOR BY HIS MEANS DID THE STRANGER APPEAR HERE, AND LODGETH AT HIS HOUSE: AND MANY THERE BE THAT GO IN AND COME OUT WHOM HE TEACHETH A NEW DOCTRINE; SAYING THAT NONE CAN LIVE IF HE QUIT NOT ALL HIS SUBSTANCE AND BECOME A RENOUNCER LIKE HIMSELF: AND HE STRIVETH TO MAKE MANY PARTAKERS WITH HIM. 101 AND AS CHARISIUS THOUGHT ON THESE THINGS, THE DAY DAWNED: AND AFTER THE NIGHT (?) HE PUT ON A MEAN HABIT, AND SHOD HIMSELF, AND WENT DOWNCAST AND IN HEAVINESS TO SALUTE THE KING. AND WHEN THE KING SAW HIM, HE SAID: WHEREFORE ART THOU SORROWFUL, AND COMEST IN SUCH GARB? AND I SEE THAT THY COUNTENANCE IS CHANGED. AND CHARISIUS SAID UNTO THE KING: I HAVE A NEW THING TO TELL THEE AND A NEW DESOLATION WHICH SIPHOR HATH BROUGHT INTO INDIA, EVEN A CERTAIN HEBREW, A SORCERER, WHOM HE HATH SITTING IN HIS HOUSE AND WHO DEPARTETH NOT FROM HIM: AND MANY ARE THERE THAT GO IN TO HIM: WHOM ALSO HE TEACHETH OF A NEW GOD, AND LAYETH ON THEM NEW [SEXLESS] LAWS SUCH AS NEVER YET WERE HEARD, SAVING: IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU TO ENTER INTO THAT ETERNAL LIFE WHICH I PROCLAIM UNTO YOU, UNLESS YE RID YOU OF YOUR WIVES, AND LIKEWISE THE WIVES OF THEIR HUSBANDS. AND IT CHANCED THAT MINE UNLUCKY WIFE ALSO WENT TO HIM AND BECAME A HEARER OF HIS WORDS, AND SHE BELIEVED THEM, AND IN THE NIGHT, SHE FORSOOK ME AND RAN UNTO THE STRANGER. BUT SEND THOU FOR BOTH SIPHOR AND THAT SORCERER THAT IS HID WITH (IN) HIM, AND VISIT IT (?) ON THEIR HEAD, LEST ALL THAT ARE OF OUR NATION PERISH. 102 AND WHEN MISDAEUS HIS FRIEND HEARD THIS HE SAITH TO HIM: BE NOT GRIEVED NOR HEAVY, FOR I WILL SEND FOR HIM AND AVENGE THEE, AND THOU SHALT HAVE THY WIFE AGAIN, AND THE OTHERS THAT CANNOT I WILL AVENGE. AND THE KING WENT FORTH AND SAT ON THE JUDGEMENT SEAT, AND WHEN HE WAS SET, HE COMMANDED SIPHOR THE CAPTAIN TO BE CALLED. THEY WENT THEREFORE UNTO HIS HOUSE AND FOUND HIM SITTING ON THE RIGHT HAND OF THE APOSTLE AND MYGDONIA AT HIS FEET, HEARKENING TO HIM WITH ALL THE MULTITUDE. AND THEY THAT WERE SENT FROM THE KING SAID UNTO SIPHOR: SITTEST THOU HERE LISTENING TO VAIN WORDS, AND MISDAEUS THE KING IN HIS WRATH THINKETH TO DESTROY THEE BECAUSE OF THIS SORCERER AND DECEIVER WHOM THOU HAST BROUGHT INTO THINE HOUSE? AND SIPHOR HEARING IT WAS CAST DOWN, NOT BECAUSE OF THE KING'S THREAT AGAINST HIM, BUT FOR THE APOSTLE, BECAUSE THE KING WAS DISPOSED CONTRARY TO HIM. AND HE SAID TO THE APOSTLE: I AM GRIEVED CONCERNING THEE: FOR I TOLD THEE AT THE FIRST THAT THAT WOMAN IS THE WIFE OF CHARISIUS THE KING'S FRIEND AND KINSMAN, AND HE WILL NOT SUFFER HER TO PERFORM THAT SHE HATH PROMISED, AND ALL THAT HE ASKETH OF THE KING HE GRANTETH HIM. BUT THE APOSTLE SAID UNTO SIPHOR: FEAR NOTHING, BUT BELIEVE IN JESUS THAT PLEADETH FOR US ALL, FOR UNTO HIS REFUGE ARE WE GATHERED TOGETHER. AND SIPHOR, HEARING THAT, PUT HIS GARMENT ABOUT HIM AND WENT UNTO MISDAEUS THE KING, 103 AND THE APOSTLE INQUIRED OF MYGDONIA: WHAT WAS THE CAUSE THAT THY HUSBAND WAS WROTH WITH THEE AND DEVISED THIS AGAINST US? AND SHE SAID: BECAUSE I GAVE NOT MYSELF UP UNTO HIS [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION (DESTRUCTION): FOR HE [SEXUALLY] DESIRED LAST NIGHT TO SUBDUE ME AND SUBJECT ME UNTO THAT [SEXUAL] PASSION WHICH HE SERVETH: AND HE TO WHOM I HAVE COMMITTED MY SOUL DELIVERED ME OUT OF HIS HANDS; AND I FLED AWAY FROM HIM NAKED, AND SLEPT WITH MY NURSE: BUT THAT WHICH BEFELL HIM I KNOW NOT, WHEREFORE HE HATH CONTRIVED THIS. THE APOSTLE SAITH: THESE THINGS WILL NOT HURT US; BUT BELIEVE THOU ON JESUS, AND HE SHALL OVERTHROW THE WRATH OF CHARISIUS AND HIS MADNESS AND HIS IMPULSE; AND HE SHALL BE A COMPANION UNTO THEE IN THE FEARFUL WAY, AND HE SHALL GUIDE THEE INTO HIS KINGDOM, AND SHALL BRING THEE UNTO ETERNAL LIFE GIVING THEE THAT CONFIDENCE WHICH PASSETH NOT AWAY NOR CHANGETH. 104 NOW SIPHOR STOOD BEFORE THE KING, AND HE INQUIRED OF HIM: WHO IS THAT SORCERER AND WHENCE, AND WHAT TEACHETH HE WHOM THOU HAST LURKING IN THINE HOUSE? AND SIPHOR ANSWERED THE KING: THOU ART NOT IGNORANT, O KING, WHAT TROUBLE AND GRIEF I, WITH MY FRIENDS HAD CONCERNING MY WIFE, WHOM THOU KNOWEST AND MANY OTHERS REMEMBER, AND CONCERNING MY DAUGHTER, WHOM I VALUE MORE THAN ALL MY POSSESSIONS, WHAT A TIME AND TRIAL I SUFFERED; FOR I BECAME A LAUGHING-STOCK AND A [SEXUAL] CURSE IN ALL OUR COUNTRY. AND I HEARD THE REPORT OF THIS MAN AND WENT TO HIM AND ENTREATED HIM, AND TOOK HIM AND BROUGHT HIM HITHER. AND AS I CAME BY THE WAY I SAW WONDERFUL AND AMAZING THINGS: AND HERE ALSO MANY DID HEAR THE WILD ASS AND CONCERNING THAT DEVIL WHOM HE DROVE OUT, AND HEALED MY WIFE AND DAUGHTER, AND NOW ARE THEY WHOLE; AND HE ASKED NO REWARD BUT REQUIRETH FAITH AND HOLINESS, THAT MEN SHOULD BECOME PARTAKERS WITH HIM IN THAT WHICH HE DOETH: AND THIS HE TEACHETH TO WORSHIP AND FEAR ONE GOD, THE RULER OF ALL THINGS, AND JESUS CHRIST HIS SON, THAT THEY MAY HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. AND THAT WHICH HE EATETH IS BREAD AND SALT, AND HIS DRINK IS WATER FROM EVENING UNTO EVENING, AND HE MAKETH MANY PRAYERS; AND WHATSOEVER HE ASKETH OF HIS GOD, HE GIVETH HIM. AND HE TEACHETH THAT THIS GOD IS HOLY AND MIGHTY, AND THAT CHRIST IS LIVING AND MAKETH ALIVE, WHEREFORE ALSO HE CHARGETH THEM THAT ARE THERE PRESENT TO COME UNTO HIM IN HOLINESS AND PURITY AND [SEXLESS] LOVE AND FAITH. 105 AND WHEN MISDAEUS THE KING HEARD THESE THINGS OF SIPHOR HE SENT MANY SOLDIERS UNTO THE HOUSE OF SIPHOR THE CAPTAIN, TO BRING THOMAS THE APOSTLE AND ALL THAT WERE FOUND THERE. AND THEY THAT WERE SENT ENTERED IN AND FOUND HIM TEACHING MUCH PEOPLE; AND MYGDONIA SAT AT HIS FEET. AND WHEN THEY BEHELD THE GREAT MULTITUDE THAT WERE ABOUT HIM, THEY FEARED, AND DEPARTED TO THEIR KING AND SAID: WE DURST NOT SAY AUGHT UNTO HIM, FOR THERE WAS A GREAT MULTITUDE ABOUT HIM, AND MYGDONIA SITTING AT HIS FEET WAS LISTENING TO THE THINGS THAT WERE SPOKEN BY HIM. AND WHEN MISDAEUS THE KING AND CHARISIUS HEARD THESE THINGS, CHARISIUS LEAPED OUT FROM BEFORE THE KING AND DREW MUCH PEOPLE WITH HIM AND SAID: I WILL BRING HIM, O KING, AND MYGDONIA WHOSE UNDERSTANDING HE HATH TAKEN AWAY. AND HE CAME TO THE HOUSE OF SIPHOR THE CAPTAIN, GREATLY DISTURBED, AND FOUND HIM (THOMAS) TEACHING: BUT MYGDONIA HE FOUND NOT, FOR SHE HAD WITHDRAWN HERSELF UNTO HER HOUSE, HAVING LEARNT THAT IT HAD BEEN TOLD HER HUSBAND THAT SHE WAS THERE. 106 AND CHARISIUS SAID UNTO THE APOSTLE: UP, THOU WICKED ONE AND DESTROYER AND ENEMY OF MINE HOUSE: FOR ME THY SORCERY HARMETH NOT, FOR I WILL VISIT THY SORCERY ON THINE HEAD. AND WHEN HE SO SAID, THE APOSTLE LOOKED UPON HIM AND SAID UNTO HIM: THY THREATENINGS SHALL RETURN UPON THEE, FOR ME THOU WILT NOT HARM ANY WHIT: FOR GREATER THAN THEE AND THY KING AND ALL YOUR ARMY IS THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IN WHOM I HAVE MY TRUST. AND CHALISIUS TOOK A KERCHIEF (TURBAN, SYR.) OF ONE OF HIS SLAVES AND CAST IT ABOUT THE NECK OF THE APOSTLE, SAYING: HALE HIM AND BRING HIM AWAY; LET ME SEE IF HIS GOD IS ABLE TO DELIVER HIM OUT OF MY HANDS. AND THEY HALED HIM AND LED HIM AWAY TO MISDAEUS THE KING. AND THE APOSTLE STOOD BEFORE THE KING, AND THE KING SAID TO HIM: TELL ME WHO THOU ART AND BY WHAT POWER THOU DOEST THESE THINGS. BUT THE APOSTLE KEPT SILENCE. AND THE KING COMMANDED HIS OFFICERS (SUBJECTS) THAT HE SHOULD BE SCOURGED WITH A HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHT (HUNDRED AND FIFTY, SYR.) BLOWS, AND BOUND, AND BE CAST INTO THE PRISON; AND THEY BOUND HIM AND LED HIM AWAY. AND THE KING AND CHARISIUS CONSIDERED HOW THEY SHOULD PUT HIM TO DEATH, FOR THE MULTITUDE WORSHIPPED HIM AS GOD. AND THEY HAD IT IN MIND TO SAY: THE STRANGER HATH REVILED THE KING AND IS A DECEIVER. 107 BUT THE APOSTLE WENT UNTO THE PRISON REJOICING AND EXULTING, AND SAID: I PRAISE THEE, JESU [S], FOR THAT THOU HAST NOT ONLY MADE ME WORTHY OF FAITH IN THEE, BUT ALSO TO ENDURE MUCH FOR THY SAKE. I GIVE THEE THANKS THEREFORE, LORD, THAT THOU HAST TAKEN THOUGHT FOR ME AND GIVEN ME PATIENCE: I THANK THEE LORD, THAT FOR THY SAKE I AM CALLED A SORCERER AND A WIZARD. RECEIVE THOU ME THEREFORE WITH THE BLESSING (SYR. LET ME RECEIVE OF THE BLESSING) OF THE POOR, AND OF THE REST OF THE WEARY, AND OF THE BLESSINGS OF THEM WHOM MEN HATE AND PERSECUTE AND REVILE, AND SPEAK EVIL WORDS OF THEM. FOR LO, FOR THY SAKE I AM HATED: LO FOR THY SAKE I AM CUT OFF FROM THE MANY, AND FOR THY SAKE THEY CALL ME SUCH A ONE AS I AM NOT. 108 AND AS HE PRAYED, ALL THE PRISONERS LOOKED ON HIM, AND BESOUGHT HIM TO PRAY FOR THEM: AND WHEN HE HAD PRAYED AND WAS SET DOWN, HE BEGAN TO UTTER A PSALM IN THIS WISE:
[HERE FOLLOWS THE HYMN OF THE SOUL: A MOST REMARKABLE COMPOSITION, ORIGINALLY SYRIAC, AND CERTAINLY OLDER THAN THE ACTS, WITH WHICH IT HAS NO REAL CONNECTION. WE HAVE IT IN GREEK IN ONE MANUSCRIPT, THE VALLICELLIAN, AND IN A PARAPHRASE BY NICETAS OF THESSALONICA, FOUND AND EDITED] 
WHEN I WAS AN INFANT CHILD IN THE PALACE OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] AND RESTING IN THE WEALTH AND LUXURY OF MY NURTURERS, OUT OF THE EAST, OUR NATIVE COUNTRY, MY PARENTS PROVISIONED ME AND SENT ME. AND OF THE WEALTH OF THOSE THEIR TREASURES THEY PUT TOGETHER A LOAD BOTH GREAT AND LIGHT, THAT I MIGHT CARRY IT ALONE. GOLD IS THE LOAD, OF THEM THAT ARE ABOVE (OR OF THE LAND OF THE ELLAEANS OR GILAEANS), AND SILVER OF THE GREAT TREASURES (OR OF GAZZAK THE GREAT) AND STONES, CHALCEDONIES FROM THE INDIANS AND PEARLS FROM [THE OF LAND] THE KOSANI (KUSHAN). AND THEY ARMED ME WITH ADAMANT [WHICH IRON BREAKETH] AND THEY TOOK OFF FROM ME (GR. PUT ON ME) THE GARMENT SET WITH GEMS, SPANGLED WITH GOLD, WHICH THEY HAD MADE FOR ME BECAUSE THEY [SEXLESSLY] LOVED ME AND THE ROBE THAT WAS YELLOW IN HUE, MADE FOR MY STATURE. AND THEY MADE A COVENANT WITH ME, AND INSCRIBED IT ON MINE UNDERSTANDING, THAT I SHOULD [NOT] FORGET IT, AND SAID: IF THOU GO DOWN INTO EGYPT, AND BRING BACK THENCE THE ONE PEARL WHICH IS THERE [IN THE OF SEA MIDST] GIRT ABOUT BY THE DEVOURING SERPENT THOU SHALT PUT ON [AGAIN] THE GARMENT SET WITH GEMS, AND THAT ROBE WHEREUPON IT RESTETH (OR WHICH IS THEREON) AND BECOME WITH THY BROTHER THAT IS NEXT UNTO US (GR. OF THE WELL-REMEMBERED) AN HEIR (GR. HERALD) IN OUR KINGDOM. 109. AND I CAME OUT OF THE EAST BY A ROAD DIFFICULT AND FEARFUL, WITH TWO GUIDES AND I WAS UNTRIED IN TRAVELLING BY IT. AND I PASSED BY THE BORDERS OF THE MOSANI (MAISHAN) WHERE IS THE RESORT OF THE MERCHANTS OF THE EAST, AND REACHED THE LAND OF THE BABYLONIANS [AND THE OF SARBUG WALLS UNTO CAME]. BUT WHEN I ENTERED INTO EGYPT, THE GUIDES LEFT ME WHICH HAD JOURNEYED WITH ME. AND I SET FORTH BY THE QUICKEST WAY TO THE SERPENT, AND BY HIS HOLE I ABODE WATCHING FOR HIM TO SLUMBER AND SLEEP, THAT I MIGHT TAKE MY PEARL FROM HIM. AND FORASMUCH AS I WAS ALONE, I MADE MINE ASPECT STRANGE, AND APPEARED AS AN ALIEN TO MY PEOPLE. AND THERE I SAW MY KINSMAN FROM THE EAST, THE FREE-BORN A LAD OF GRACE AND BEAUTY, A SON OF PRINCES (OR AN ANOINTED ONE). HE CAME UNTO ME AND DWELT WITH ME, AND I HAD HIM FOR A COMPANION, AND MADE HIM MY FRIEND AND PARTAKER IN MY JOURNEY (OR MERCHANDISE). AND I CHARGED HIM TO BEWARE OF THE EGYPTIANS, AND OF PARTAKING OF THOSE UNCLEAN THINGS (OR CONSORTING WITH THOSE UNCLEAN MEN). AND I PUT ON THEIR RAIMENT, LEST I SHOULD SEEM STRANGE, AS ONE THAT HAD COME FROM WITHOUT TO RECOVER THE PEARL; AND LEST THE EGYPTIANS SHOULD AWAKE THE SERPENT AGAINST ME. BUT I KNOW NOT BY WHAT OCCASION, THEY LEARNED THAT I WAS NOT OF THEIR COUNTRY. AND WITH GUILE THEY MINGLED FOR ME A DECEIT, AND I TASTED OF THEIR FOOD. AND I KNEW NO MORE THAT I WAS A KING'S SON, AND I BECAME A SERVANT UNTO THEIR KING. AND I FORGOT ALSO THE PEARL FOR WHICH MY FATHERS HAD SENT ME, AND BY MEANS OF THE HEAVINESS OF THEIR FOOD I FELL INTO A DEEP SLEEP. 110. BUT WHEN THIS BEFELL ME, MY FATHERS ALSO WERE WARE OF IT, AND GRIEVED FOR ME AND A PROCLAMATION WAS PUBLISHED IN OUR KINGDOM, THAT ALL SHOULD MEET AT OUR DOORS. AND THEN THE KINGS OF PARTHIA AND THEY THAT BARE OFFICE AND THE GREAT ONES OF THE EAST MADE A RESOLVE CONCERNING ME, THAT I SHOULD NOT BE LEFT IN EGYPT, AND THE PRINCES WROTE UNTO ME SIGNIFYING THUS (AND EVERY NOBLE SIGNED HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] TO IT, SYR.): FROM THE (THY) FATHER [STEPHEN] THE KING OF KINGS, AND THY MOTHER [VICTORIA] THAT RULETH THE EAST, AND THY BROTHER [HOLY GHOST JOHN] THAT IS SECOND UNTO US, UNTO OUR SON [JESUS] THAT IS IN EGYPT, PEACE. RISE UP AND AWAKE OUT OF SLEEP, AND HEARKEN UNTO THE WORDS OF THE LETTER AND REMEMBER THAT THOU ART A SON OF KINGS, LO, THOU HAST COME UNDER THE YOKE OF BONDAGE. REMEMBER THE PEARL FOR THE WHICH THOU WAST SENT INTO EGYPT (GR. PUTS THIS AFTER 46). REMEMBER THY GARMENT SPANGLED WITH GOLD, [AND THE AND THYSELF DECK SHOULDEST THOU WHEREWITH WEAR WHICH MANTLE GLORIOUS] THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS NAMED IN THE BOOK OF LIFE, AND WITH THY BROTHER WHOM THOU HAST RECEIVED [THOU BE SHALT] IN OUR KINGDOM. 111. [AND LETTER A WAS MY] AND THE KING [AS AMBASSADOR] SEALED IT [WITH HAND RIGHT HIS] BECAUSE OF THE EVIL ONES, EVEN THE CHILDREN OF THE BABYLONIANS AND THE TYRANNOUS DEMONS OF LABYRINTHUS (SARBUG, SYR.). IT FLEW AND LIGHTED DOWN BY ME, AND BECAME ALL SPEECH. AND I AT THE VOICE OF IT AND THE FEELING OF IT STARTED UP OUT OF SLEEP AND I TOOK IT UP AND KISSED IT [AND THE SEAL BRAKE] AND READ IT. AND IT WAS WRITTEN CONCERNING THAT WHICH WAS RECORDED IN MINE HEART. AND I REMEMBERED FORTHWITH THAT I WAS A SON OF KINGS, AND MY FREEDOM YEARNED (SOUGHT) AFTER ITS KIND. I REMEMBERED ALSO THE PEARL FOR THE WHICH I WAS SENT DOWN INTO EGYPT AND I BEGAN (OR CAME) WITH CHARMS AGAINST THE TERRIBLE SERPENT, AND I OVERCAME HIM (OR PUT HIM TO SLEEP) BY NAMING THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] UPON HIM, AND I CAUGHT AWAY THE PEARL AND TURNED BACK TO BEAR IT UNTO MY FATHERS. AND I STRIPPED OFF THE FILTHY [SEXUAL] GARMENT AND LEFT IT IN THEIR LAND, AND DIRECTED MY WAY FORTHWITH TO THE LIGHT OF MY FATHERLAND IN THE EAST. AND ON THE WAY I FOUND MY LETTER THAT HAD AWAKENED ME, AND IT, LIKE AS IT HAD TAKEN A VOICE AND RAISED ME WHEN I SLEPT, SO ALSO GUIDED ME WITH THE LIGHT THAT CAME FROM IT. FOR AT TIMES THE ROYAL GARMENT OF SILK [SHONE] BEFORE MINE EYES, AND WITH [SEXLESS] LOVE LEADING ME AND DRAWING ME ONWARD, I PASSED BY LABYRINTHUS (SARBUG), AND I LEFT BABYLON UPON MY LEFT HAND AND I CAME UNTO MESON (MESENE; MAISHAN) THE GREAT,  THAT LIETH ON THE SHORE OF THE SEA, FROM THE HEIGHTS OF WARKAN (HYRCANIA?) HAD MY PARENTS SENT THITHER BY THE HAND OF THEIR TREASURERS, UNTO WHOM THEY COMMITTED IT BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITHFULNESS>. 112. BUT I REMEMBERED NOT THE BRIGHTNESS OF IT; FOR I WAS YET A CHILD AND VERY YOUNG WHEN I HAD LEFT IT IN THE PALACE OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN], BUT SUDDENLY, [WHEN] I SAW THE GARMENT MADE LIKE UNTO ME AS IT HAD BEEN IN A MIRROR. AND I BEHELD UPON IT ALL MYSELF (OR SAW IT WHOLLY IN MYSELF) AND I KNEW AND SAW MYSELF THROUGH IT, THAT WE WERE DIVIDED ASUNDER, BEING OF ONE; AND AGAIN, WERE ONE IN ONE SHAPE. YEA, THE TREASURERS ALSO WHICH BROUGHT ME THE GARMENT I BEHELD, THAT THEY WERE TWO, YET ONE SHAPE WAS UPON BOTH, ONE ROYAL SIGN WAS SET UPON BOTH OF THEM. THE MONEY AND THE WEALTH HAD THEY IN THEIR HANDS, AND PAID ME THE DUE PRICE, AND THE [SEXLESS] LOVELY GARMENT, WHICH WAS VARIEGATED WITH BRIGHT COLOURS WITH GOLD AND PRECIOUS STONES AND PEARLS OF COMELY HUE THEY WERE FASTENED ABOVE (OR IN THE HEIGHT). AND THE LIKENESS OF THE KING OF KINGS WAS ALL IN ALL OF IT. SAPPHIRE STONES WERE FITLY SET IN IT ABOVE (OR, LIKE THE SAPPHIRE STONE ALSO WERE ITS MANIFOLD HUES). 113. AND AGAIN I SAW THAT THROUGHOUT IT MOTIONS OF KNOWLEDGE WERE BEING SENT FORTH, AND IT WAS READY TO UTTER SPEECH. AND I HEARD IT SPEAK: I AM OF HIM THAT IS MORE VALIANT THAN ALL MEN, FOR WHOSE SAKE I WAS REARED UP WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HIMSELF. AND I ALSO PERCEIVED HIS STATURE (SO GR.- SYR. I PERCEIVED IN MYSELF THAT MY STATURE GREW IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS WORKING). AND ALL ITS ROYAL MOTIONS RESTED UPON ME AS IT GREW TOWARD THE IMPULSE OF IT (AND WITH ITS KINGLY MOTIONS IT WAS SPREADING ITSELF TOWARD ME). AND IT HASTENED, REACHING OUT FROM THE HAND OF [HIM IT BROUGHT THAT] UNTO HIM THAT WOULD RECEIVE IT AND ME ALSO DID YEARNING AROUSE TO START FORTH AND MEET IT AND RECEIVE IT. AND I STRETCHED FORTH AND RECEIVED IT, AND ADORNED MYSELF WITH THE BEAUTY OF THE COLOURS THEREOF (MOSTLY SYR.; GR. CORRUPT) AND IN MY ROYAL ROBE EXCELLING IN BEAUTY I ARRAYED MYSELF WHOLLY. AND WHEN I HAD PUT IT ON, I WAS LIFTED UP UNTO THE PLACE OF PEACE (SALTATION) AND HOMAGE AND I BOWED MY HEAD AND WORSHIPPED THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHICH HAD SENT IT UNTO ME. FOR I HAD PERFORMED HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND HE LIKEWISE THAT WHICH HE HAD PROMISED, AND AT THE DOORS OF HIS PALACE WHICH WAS FROM THE BEGINNING I MINGLED AMONG, AND HE REJOICED OVER ME AND RECEIVED ME WITH HIM INTO HIS PALACE, AND ALL HIS SERVANTS DO PRAISE HIM WITH SWEET VOICES. AND HE PROMISED ME THAT WITH HIM I SHALL BE SENT UNTO THE GATES OF THE KING, THAT WITH MY GIFTS AND MY PEARL WE MAY APPEAR TOGETHER BEFORE THE KING. 
[IMMEDIATELY ON THIS, IN THE SYRIAC, FOLLOWS A SONG OF PRAISE OF THOMAS THE APOSTLE CONSISTING OF FORTY-TWO ASCRIPTIONS OF PRAISE AND FOUR FINAL CLAUSES (WRIGHT, PP. 245-51). IT HAS NO BEARING ON THE ACTS, AND IS NOT IN ITSELF SO REMARKABLE AS TO NEED TO BE INSERTED HERE.]
114 AND CHARISIUS WENT HOME GLAD, THINKING THAT HIS WIFE WOULD BE WITH HIM, AND THAT SHE HAD BECOME SUCH AS SHE WAS BEFORE, EVEN BEFORE SHE HEARD THE DIVINE WORD AND BELIEVED ON JESUS. AND HE WENT, AND FOUND HER WITH HER HAIR DISHEVELLED AND HER CLOTHES RENT, AND WHEN HE SAW IT, HE SAID UNTO HER: MY LADY MYGDONIA, WHY DOTH THIS CRUEL DISEASE KEEP HOLD ON THEE? AND WHEREFORE HAST THOU DONE THIS? I AM THINE HUSBAND FROM THY VIRGINITY, AND BOTH THE GODS AND THE [SEXLESS] LAW GRANT ME TO HAVE RULE OVER THEE, WHAT IS THIS GREAT MADNESS OF THINE, THAT THOU ART BECOME A DERISION IN ALL OUR NATION? BUT PUT THOU AWAY THE CARE THAT COMETH OF THAT SORCERER; AND I WILL REMOVE HIS FACE FROM AMONG US, THAT THOU MAYEST SEE HIM NO MORE. 115 BUT MYGDONIA WHEN SHE HEARD THAT GAVE HERSELF UP UNTO GRIEF, GROANING AND LAMENTING AND CHARISIUS SAID AGAIN; HAVE I THEN SO MUCH WRONGED THE GODS THAT THEY HAVE AFFLICTED ME WITH SUCH A DISEASE? WHAT IS MY GREAT OFFENCE THAT THEY HAVE CAST ME INTO SUCH HUMILIATION? I BESEECH THEE. MVGDONIA TRANGLE MY SOUL NO MORE WITH THE PITIFUL SIGHT OF THEE AND THY MEAN APPEARANCE AND AFFLICT NOT MINE HEART WITH CARE FOR THEE I AM CHARISIUS THINE HUSBAND, WHOM ALL THE NATION HONOURETH AND FEARETH. WHAT MUST I DO? I KNOW NOT WHITHER TO TURN. WHAT AM I TO THINK? SHALL I KEEP SILENCE AND ENDURE? YET WHO CAN BE PATIENT WHEN MEN TAKE HIS TREASURE? AND WHO CAN ENDURE TO LOSE THY SWEET WAYS? AND WHAT IS THERE FOR ME? (SYR. THY BEAUTIES WHICH ARE EVER BEFORE ME) THE FRAGRANCE OF THEE IS IN MY NOSTRILS, AND THY BRIGHT FACE IS FIXED IN MINE EYES. THEY ARE TAKING AWAY MY SOUL, AND THE FAIR BODY WHICH I REJOICED TO SEE THEY ARE DESTROYING, AND THAT SHARPEST OF EYES THEY ARE BLINDING AND CUTTING OFF MY RIGHT HAND: MY JOY IS TURNING TO GRIEF AND MY LIFE TO DEATH, AND THE LIGHT OF IT IS BEING DYED (?) WITH DARKNESS. LET NO MAN OF YOU MY KINDRED HENCEFORTH LOOK ON ME; FROM YOU NO HELP HATH COME TO ME, NOR WILL I HEREAFTER WORSHIP THE GODS OF THE EAST THAT HAVE ENWRAPPED ME IN SUCH CALAMITIES, NOR PRAY TO THEM ANY MORE NOR SACRIFICE TO THEM, FOR I AM BEREAVED OF MY SPOUSE. AND WHAT ELSE SHOULD I ASK OF THEM? FOR ALL MY GLORY IS TAKEN AWAY, YET AM I A PRINCE AND NEXT UNTO THE KING IN POWER; BUT MYGDONIA HATH SET ME AT NAUGHT, AND TAKEN AWAY ALL THESE THINGS. (WOULD THAT SOME ONE WOULD BLIND ONE OF MY EYES, AND THAT THINE EYES WOULD LOOK UPON ME AS THEY WERE WONT, SYR. WHICH HAS MORE CLAUSES, TO THE SAME EFFECT.) 116 AND WHILE CHARISIUS SPAKE THUS WITH TEARS, MYGDONIA SAT SILENT AND LOOKING UPON THE GROUND; AND AGAIN HE CAME UNTO HER AND SAID: MY LADY MYGDONIA, MOST [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED OF ME, REMEMBER THAT OUT OF ALL THE WOMEN THAT ARE IN INDIA I CHOSE AND TOOK THEE AS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL, THOUGH I MIGHT HAVE JOINED TO MYSELF IN MARRIAGE MANY MORE BEAUTIFUL: BUT YET I LIE, MYGDONIA, FOR BY THE GODS IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE TO FIND ANOTHER LIKE THEE IN THE LAND OF INDIA; BUT WOE IS ME ALWAYS, FOR THOU WILT NOT EVEN ANSWER ME A WORD: BUT IF THOU WILT, REVILE ME, SO THAT I MAY ONLY BE VOUCHSAFED A WORD FROM THEE. LOOK AT ME, FOR I AM MORE-COMELY THAN THAT SORCERER: BUT THOU ART MY WEALTH AND HONOUR: AND ALL MEN KNOW THAT THERE IS NONE LIKE ME: AND THOU ART MY RACE AND KINDRED; AND LO, HE TAKETH THEE AWAY FROM ME. 117 AND WHEN CHARISIUS HAD SO SAID, MYGDONIA SAITH UNTO HIM: HE WHOM I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE IS BETTER THAN THEE AND THY SUBSTANCE: FOR THY SUBSTANCE IS OF EARTH AND RETURNETH UNTO THE EARTH; BUT HE WHOM I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE IS OF HEAVEN AND WILL TAKE ME WITH HIM UNTO HEAVEN. THY WEALTH SHALL PASS AWAY, AND THY BEAUTY SHALL VANISH, AND THY ROBES, AND THY MANY WORKS: AND THOU SHALT BE ALONE, NAKED, WITH THY TRANSGRESSIONS. CALL NOT TO MY REMEMBRANCE THY DEEDS (UNTO ME), FOR I PRAY THE LORD THAT I MAY FORGET THEE, SO AS TO REMEMBER NO MORE THOSE FORMER [SEXUAL] PLEASURES AND THE CUSTOM OF THE BODY; WHICH SHALL PASS AWAY AS A SHADOW, BUT JESUS ONLY ENDURETH FOR EVER, AND THE SOULS WHICH HOPE IN HIM. JESUS HIMSELF SHALL QUIT ME OF THE SHAMEFUL DEEDS WHICH I DID WITH THEE. AND WHEN CHARISIUS HEARD THIS, HE TURNED HIM TO SLEEP, VEXED (DISSOLVED) IN SOUL, SAYING TO HER: CONSIDER IT BY THYSELF ALL THIS NIGHT: AND IF THOU WILT BE WITH ME SUCH AS THOU WAST BEFORE, AND NOT SEE THAT SORCERER, I WILL DO ALL ACCORDING TO THY MIND, AND IF THOU WILT REMOVE THINE AFFECTION FROM HIM I WILL TAKE HIM OUT OF THE PRISON AND LET HIM GO AND REMOVE INTO ANOTHER COUNTRY, AND I WILL NOT VEX THEE, FOR I KNOW THAT THOU MAKEST MUCH OF THE STRANGER. AND NOT WITH THEE FIRST DID THIS MATTER COME ABOUT, FOR MANY OTHER WOMEN ALSO HATH HE DECEIVED WITH THEE; AND THEY HAVE AWAKED SOBER AND RETURNED TO THEMSELVES: DO NOT THOU THEN MAKE NAUGHT OF MY WORDS AND CAUSE ME TO BE A REPROACH AMONG THE INDIANS. 118 AND CHARISIUS HAVING THUS SPOKEN WENT TO SLEEP: BUT SHE TOOK TEN DENARII (20 ZUZE, SYR.), AND WENT SECRETLY TO GIVE THEM TO THE GAOLERS THAT SHE MIGHT ENTER IN TO THE APOSTLE. BUT ON THE WAY JUDUS THOMAS CAME AND MET HER, AND SHE SAW HIM AND WAS AFRAID, FOR SHE THOUGHT THAT HE WAS ONE OF THE RULERS: FOR A GREAT LIGHT WENT BEFORE HIM. AND SHE SAID TO HERSELF AS SHE FLED: HAVE LOST THEE, O MY UNHAPPY SOUL! FOR THOU WILT NOT AGAIN SEE JUDAS THE APOSTLE OF [JESUS] THE LIVING [GOD], AND NOT YET HAST THOU RECEIVED THE HOLY SEAL. AND SHE FLED AND RAN INTO A NARROW PLACE AND THERE HID HERSELF, SAYING: I WOULD RATHER CHOOSE TO BE KILLED (TAKEN) BY THE POORER, WHOM IT IS POSSIBLE TO PERSUADE, THAN TO FALL INTO THE HAND OF THIS MIGHTY RULER, WHO WILL DESPISE GIFTS.
THE TENTH ACT: WHEREIN MYGDONIA RECEIVETH BAPTISM
119 AND WHILE MYGDONIA THOUGHT THUS WITH HERSELF, JUDAS CAME AND STOOD OVER HER, AND SHE SAW HIM AND WAS AFRAID, AND FELL DOWN AND BECAME LIFELESS WITH TERROR. BUT HE STOOD BY HER AND TOOK HER BY THE HAND AND SAID UNTO HER: FEAR NOT, MYGDONIA: JESUS WILL NOT LEAVE THEE, NEITHER WILL THE LORD UNTO WHOM THOU HAST COMMITTED THY SOUL OVERLOOK THEE. HIS COMPASSIONATE REST WILL NOT FORSAKE THEE: HE THAT IS KIND WILL NOT FORSAKE THEE, FOR HIS KINDNESS' SAKE, NOR HE THAT IS GOOD FOR HIS GOODNESS' SAKE. RISE UP THEN FROM THE EARTH, THOU THAT ART BECOME WHOLLY ABOVE IT: LOOK ON THE LIGHT, FOR THE LORD LEAVETH NOT THEM THAT [SEXUALLY] LOVE HIM TO WALK IN DARKNESS: BEHOLD HIM THAT TRAVELLETH WITH HIS SERVANTS, THAT HE IS UNTO THEM A DEFENDER IN PERILS. AND MYGDONIA AROSE AND LOOKED ON HIM AND SAID: WHITHER WENTEST THOU, MY LORD? AND WHO IS HE THAT BROUGHT THEE OUT OF PRISON TO BEHOLD THE SUN? JUDAS THOMAS SAITH UNTO HER: MY LORD JESUS IS MIGHTIER THAN ALL POWERS AND ALL KINGS AND RULERS. 120 AND MYGDONIA SAID: GIVE ME THE SEAL OF JESUS CHRIST AND I SHALL (LET ME) RECEIVE THE GIFT AT THY HANDS BEFORE THOU DEPARTEST OUT OF LIFE. AND SHE TOOK HIM WITH HER AND ENTERED INTO THE COURT AND AWAKED HER NURSE, SAYING UNTO HER: NARCIA (GR. MARCIA), MY MOTHER AND NURSE, ALL THY SERVICE AND REFRESHMENT THOU HAST DONE FOR ME FROM MY CHILDHOOD UNTIL MY PRESENT AGE ARE VAIN, AND FOR THEM I OWE THEE THANKS WHICH ARE TEMPORAL; DO FOR ME NOW ALSO A FAVOR, THAT THOU MAYEST FOR EVER RECEIVE A RECOMPENSE FROM HIM THAT GIVETH GREAT GIFTS. AND NARCIA IN ANSWER SAITH: WHAT WILT THOU, MY DAUGHTER MYGDONIA, AND WHAT IS TO BE DONE FOR THY [SEXLESS] PLEASURE? FOR THE HONOURS WHICH THOU DIDST PROMISE ME BEFORE, THE STRANGER HATH NOT SUFFERED THEE TO ACCOMPLISH, AND THOU HAST MADE ME A REPROACH AMONG ALL THE NATION. AND NOW WHAT IS THIS NEW THING THAT THOU COMMANDEST ME? AND MYGDONIA SAITH: BECOME THOU PARTAKER WITH ME IN ETERNAL LIFE, THAT I MAY RECEIVE OF THEE PERFECT NURTURE: TAKE BREAD AND BRING IT ME, AND WINE MINGLED WITH WATER, AND SPARE MY FREEDOM (TAKE PITY ON ME A FREE-BORN WOMAN, SYR.). AND THE NURSE SAID: I WILL BRING THEE MANY LOAVES, AND FOR WATER FLAGONS OF WINE, AND FULFILL THY [SEXLESS] DESIRE. BUT SHE SAITH TO THE NURSE: FLAGONS I [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE NOT, NOR THE MANY LOAVES: BUT THIS ONLY, BRING WINE MINGLED WITH WATER AND ONE LOAF, AND OIL [EVEN BE A SYR. LAMP, IN IF]. 121 AND WHEN NARCIA HAD BROUGHT THESE THINGS, MYGDONIA STOOD BEFORE THE APOSTLE WITH HER HEAD BARE; AND HE TOOK THE OIL AND POURED IT ON HER HEAD, SAYING: THOU HOLY OIL GIVEN UNTO US FOR SANCTIFICATION, SECRET MYSTERY WHEREBY THE CROSS WAS SHOWN UNTO US, THOU ART THE STRAIGHTENER OF THE CROOKED LIMBS, THOU ART THE HUMBLER (SOFTENER) OF HARD THINGS (WORKS), THOU ART IT THAT SHOWETH THE HIDDEN TREASURES, THOU ART THE SPROUT OF GOODNESS; LET THY POWER COME, LET IT BE ESTABLISHED UPON THY SERVANT MYGDONIA, AND HEAL THOU HER BY THIS FREEDOM. AND WHEN THE OIL WAS POURED UPON HER, HE BADE HER NURSE UNCLOTHE HER AND GIRD A LINEN CLOTH ABOUT HER; AND THERE WAS THERE A FOUNTAIN OF WATER UPON WHICH THE APOSTLE WENT UP, AND BAPTIZED MYGDONIA IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS] AND THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN]. AND WHEN SHE WAS BAPTIZED AND CLAD, HE, BRAKE BREAD AND TOOK A CUP OF WATER AND MADE HER A PARTAKER IN THE BODY OF CHRIST AND THE CUP OF THE SON OF GOD, AND SAID: THOU HAST RECEIVED THY SEAL, GET FOR THYSELF ETERNAL LIFE. AND IMMEDIATELY THERE WAS HEARD FROM ABOVE A VOICE SAYING: YEA, AMEN. AND WHEN NARCIA HEARD THAT VOICE, SHE WAS AMAZED, AND BESOUGHT THE APOSTLE THAT SHE ALSO MIGHT RECEIVE THE SEAL; AND THE APOSTLE GAVE IT HER AND SAID: LET THE CARE OF THE LORD BE ABOUT THEE AS ABOUT THE REST. 122 AND HAVING DONE THESE THINGS THE APOSTLE RETURNED UNTO THE PRISON, AND FOUND THE DOORS OPEN AND THE GUARDS STILL SLEEPING. AND THOMAS SAID: WHO IS LIKE THEE, O GOD? WHO WITHHOLDEST NOT THY LOVING AFFECTION AND CARE FROM ANY WHO IS LIKE THEE, THE MERCIFUL, WHO HAST DELIVERED THY CREATURES OUT OF EVIL. LIFE THAT HATH SUBDUED DEATH, REST THAT HATH ENDED TOIL. GLORY BE TO THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. GLORY TO THE COMPASSIONATE THAT WAS SENT FORTH OF HIS HEART. AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THUS, THE GUARDS WAKED AND BEHELD ALL THE DOORS OPEN, AND THE PRISONERS <+ ASLEEP, SYR.>, AND SAID IN THEMSELVES: DID NOT WE FASTEN THE DOORS? AND HOW ARE THEY NOW OPEN, AND THE PRISONERS WITHIN? 123 BUT AT THE DAWN CHARISIUS WENT UNTO MYGDONIA [AND SYR. NURSE, HER], AND FOUND THEM PRAYING AND SAYING: O NEW GOD THAT BY THE STRANGER HAST COME HITHER UNTO US, HIDDEN GOD OF THE DWELLERS IN INDIA (SYR. WHO ART HIDDEN FROM); GOD THAT HAST SHOWN THY GLORY BY THINE APOSTLE THOMAS, GOD WHOSE REPORT WE HAVE HEARD AND BELIEVED ON THEE; GOD, UNTO WHOM WE ARE COME TO BE SAVED; GOD, WHO FOR [SEXLESS] LOVE OF MAN AND FOR PITY DIDST COME DOWN UNTO OUR LITTLENESS; GOD WHO DIDST SEEK US OUT WHEN WE KNEW HIM (THEE) NOT; GOD THAT DWELLEST IN THE HEIGHTS AND FROM WHOM THE DEPTHS ARE NOT HID: TURN THOU AWAY FROM US THE MADNESS OF CHARISIUS. AND CHARISIUS HEARING THAT SAID TO MYGDONIA: RIGHTLY CALLEST THOU ME EVIL AND MAD AND FOUL I FOR IF I HAD NOT BORNE WITH THY DISOBEDIENCE, AND GIVEN THEE LIBERTY, THOU WOULDEST NOT HAVE CALLED ON GOD AGAINST ME AND MADE MENTION OF MY NAME BEFORE GOD. BUT BELIEVE ME, MYGDONIA THAT IN THAT SORCERER THERE IS NO PROFIT, AND WHAT HE PROMISETH TO PERFORM HE CANNOT: BUT I WILL PERFORM BEFORE THY SIGHT ALL THAT I PROMISE, THAT THOU MAYEST BELIEVE, AND BEAR WITH MY WORDS AND BE TO ME AS THOU WAST BEFORETIME. 124 AND HE CAME NEAR AND BESOUGHT HER AGAIN, SAYING: IF THOU WILT BE PERSUADED OF ME, I SHALL HENCEFORTH HAVE NO GRIEF; REMEMBER THAT DAY WHEN THOU DIDST MEET ME FIRST; TELL THE TRUTH: WAS I MORE BEAUTIFUL UNTO THEE AT THAT TIME, OR JESUS AT THIS? AND MYGDONIA SAID: THAT TIME REQUIRED ITS OWN, AND THIS TIME ALSO; THAT WAS THE TIME OF THE BEGINNING, BUT THIS OF THE END; THAT WAS THE TIME OF TEMPORAL LIFE, THIS OF ETERNAL; THAT OF [SEXUAL] PLEASURE THAT PASSETH AWAY [1ST JOHN 2:15-17], BUT THIS OF [SEXLESS] PLEASURE THAT ABIDETH FOR EVER [1ST JOHN 3:9], THAT, OF DAY AND NIGHT, THIS OF DAY WITHOUT NIGHT. THOU SAWEST THAT MARRIAGE THAT WAS PASSING, AND HERE, AND SINGLE BUT THIS MARRIAGE CONTINUETH FOR EVER; THAT WAS A PARTNERSHIP OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, BUT THIS OF ETERNAL LIFE; THOSE GROOMSMEN (AND MAIDS) WERE MEN AND WOMEN OF TIME, BUT THESE ABIDE UNTO THE END. THAT MARRIAGE UPON EARTH SETTETH UP DROPPING DEW OF THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF MEN (SYR. THAT UNION WAS FOUNDED UPON THE EARTH WHERE THERE IS AN UNCEASING PRESS: THIS IS FOUNDED UPON THE BRIDGE OF FIRE UPON WHICH IS SPRINKLED GRACE: BOTH CORRUPT); THAT BRIDE-CHAMBER IS TAKEN DOWN AGAIN, BUT THIS REMAINETH ALWAYS; THAT BED WAS STROWN WITH COVERLETS (THAT GROW OLD), BUT THIS WITH [SEXLESS] LOVE AND FAITH. THOU ART A BRIDEGROOM THAT PASSEST AWAY AND ART DISSOLVED (CHANGED), BUT JESUS IS A TRUE BRIDEGROOM, ENDURING FOR EVER IMMORTAL, THAT DOWRY WAS OF MONEY AND ROBES THAT GROW OLD, BUT THIS IS OF LIVING WORDS WHICH NEVER PASS AWAY. 125 AND WHEN CHARISIUS HEARD THESE THINGS HE WENT UNTO THE KING AND TOLD HIM ALL: AND THE KING COMMANDED JUDAS TO BE BROUGHT, THAT HE MIGHT JUDGE HIM AND DESTROY HIM. BUT CHARISIUS SAID: HAVE PATIENCE A LITTLE, O KING, AND FIRST PERSUADE THE MAN MAKING HIM AFRAID, THAT HE MAY PERSUADE MYGDONIA TO BE UNTO ME AS FORMERLY. AND MISDAEUS SENT AND FETCHED THE APOSTLE OF CHRIST, AND ALL THE PRISONERS WERE GRIEVED BECAUSE THE APOSTLE DEPARTED FROM THEM, FOR THEY YEARNED AFTER HIM, SAYING: EVEN THE COMFORT WHICH WE HAD HAVE THEY TAKEN AWAY FROM US. 126 AND MISDAEUS SAID UNTO JUDAS: WHEREFORE TEACHEST THOU THIS NEW DOCTRINE, WHICH BOTH GODS AND MEN HATE, AND WHICH HATH NOUGHT OF PROFIT? AND JUDAS SAID: WHAT EVIL DO I TEACH? AND MISDAEUS SAID: THOU TEACHEST, SAYING THAT MEN [CANNOT CHASTELY LIVE THEY EXCEPT WELL] WITH THE GOD WHOM THOU PREACHEST. JUDAS SAITH: THOU SAYEST TRUE, O KING: THUS, DO I TEACH. FOR TELL ME, ART THOU NOT WROTH WITH THY SOLDIERS IF THEY WAIT ON THEE IN FILTHY GARMENTS? IF THEN THOU, BEING A KING OF EARTH AND RETURNING UNTO EARTH, REQUEST THY SUBJECTS TO BE REVEREND IN THEIR DOINGS, ARE YE WROTH AND SAID YE THAT I TEACH ILL WHEN I SAY THAT THEY WHO SERVE MY KING MUST BE REVEREND AND PURE AND FREE FROM ALL GRIEF AND CARE OF CHILDREN AND UNPROFITABLE RICHES AND VAIN TROUBLE? FOR INDEED THOU WOULDEST HAVE THY SUBJECTS FOLLOW THY CONVERSATION AND THY MANNERS, AND THOU PUNISHEST THEM IF THEY DESPISE THY COMMANDMENTS: HOW MUCH MORE MUST THEY THAT BELIEVE ON HIM SERVE MY GOD WITH MUCH REVERENCE AND CLEANNESS AND SECURITY, AND BE QUIT OF ALL [SEXUAL] PLEASURES OF THE BODY, ADULTERY AND PRODIGALITY AND THEFT AND DRUNKENNESS AND BELLY-SERVICE AND FOUL DEEDS? 127 AND MISDAEUS HEARING THESE THINGS SAID: LO, I LET THEE GO: GO THEN AND PERSUADE MYGDONIA, THE WIFE OF CHARISIUS, NOT TO [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO DEPART FROM HIM. JUDAS SAITH UNTO HIM: DELAY NOT IF THOU HAST AUGHT TO DO: FOR HER, IF SHE HATH RIGHTLY RECEIVED WHAT SHE HATH LEARNED, NEITHER IRON NOR FIRE NOR AUGHT ELSE STRONGER THAN THESE WILL AVAIL TO HURT OR TO ROOT OUT HIM THAT IS HELD IN HER SOUL. MISDAEUS SAITH UNTO JUDAS: SOME POISONS DO DISSOLVE OTHER POISONS, AND A THERIAC CURETH THE BITES OF THE VIPER; AND THOU IF THOU WILT CANST GIVE A SOLVENT OF THOSE DISEASES, AND MAKE PEACE AND CONCORD BETWIXT THIS COUPLE: FOR BY SO DOING THOU WILT SPARE THYSELF, FOR NOT YET ART THOU SATED WITH LIFE; AND KNOW THOU THAT IF THOU DO NOT PERSUADE HER, I WILL CATCH THEE AWAY OUT OF THIS LIFE WHICH IS DESIRABLE UNTO ALL MEN. AND JUDAS SAID: THIS LIFE HATH BEEN GIVEN AS A LOAN, AND THIS TIME IS ONE THAT CHANGETH, BUT THAT LIFE WHEREOF I TEACH IS [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE; AND BEAUTY AND YOUTH THAT ARE SEEN SHALL IN A LITTLE CEASE TO BE. THE KING SAITH TO HIM: I HAVE COUNSELLED THEE FOR THE BEST, BUT THOU KNOWEST THINE OWN AFFAIRS. 128 AND AS THE APOSTLE WENT FORTH FROM BEFORE THE KING, CHARISIUS CAME TO HIM AND ENTREATED HIM AND SAID: I BESEECH THEE, O MAN: I HAVE NOT [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST THEE OR ANY OTHER AT ANY TIME, NOR AGAINST THE GODS, WHEREFORE HAST THOU STIRRED UP THIS GREAT CALAMITY AGAINST ME? AND FOR WHAT CAUSE HAST THOU BROUGHT SUCH DISTURBANCE UPON MINE HOUSE? AND WHAT PROFIT HAST THOU OF IT? BUT IF THOU THINKEST TO GAIN SOMEWHAT, TELL ME THE GAIN, WHAT IT IS, AND I WILL PROCURE IT FOR THEE WITHOUT LABOUR. TO WHAT END DOST THOU MAKE ME MAD, AND CAST THYSELF INTO DESTRUCTION? FOR IF THOU PERSUADE HER NOT, I WILL BOTH DISPATCH THEE AND FINALLY TAKE MYSELF OUT OF LIFE. BUT IF, AS THOU SAYEST, AFTER OUR DEPARTING HENCE THERE IS THERE LIFE AND DEATH, AND ALSO CONDEMNATION AND VICTORY AND A PLACE OF JUDGEMENT, THEN WILL I ALSO GO IN THITHER TO BE JUDGED WITH THEE: AND IF THAT GOD WHOM THOU PREACHEST IS JUST AND AWARDETH PUNISHMENT JUSTLY, I KNOW THAT I SHALL GAIN MY CAUSE AGAINST THEE; FOR THOU HAST INJURED ME, HAVING SUFFERED NO WRONG AT MY HANDS: FOR INDEED EVEN HERE I AM ABLE TO AVENGE MYSELF ON THEE AND BRING UPON THEE ALL THAT THOU HAST DONE UNTO ME. THEREFORE, BE THOU PERSUADED, AND COME HOME WITH ME AND PERSUADE MYGDONIA TO BE WITH ME AS SHE WAS AT FIRST, BEFORE SHE BEHELD THEE. AND JUDAS SAITH TO HIM: BELIEVE ME, MY CHILD THAT IF MEN [SEXLESSLY] LOVED GOD AS MUCH AS THEY [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ONE ANOTHER, THEY WOULD ASK OF HIM ALL THINGS AND RECEIVE THEM, AND NONE WOULD DO THEM VIOLENCE (THERE WOULD BE NOTHING WHICH WOULD NOT OBEY THEM, SYR.). 129 AND AS THOMAS SAID THIS, THEY CAME UNTO THE HOUSE OF CHARISIUS AND FOUND MYGDONIA SITTING AND NARCIA STANDING BY HER, AND HER HAND SUPPORTING HER CHEEK; AND SHE WAS SAYING: LET THE REMAINDER OF THE DAYS OF MY LIFE, O MOTHER, BE CUT OFF FROM ME, AND ALL THE HOURS BECOME AS ONE HOUR, AND LET ME DEPART OUT OF LIFE THAT I MAY GO THE SOONER AND BEHOLD THAT BEAUTIFUL ONE, WHOSE REPORT I HAVE HEARD, EVEN THAT LIVING ONE AND GIVER OF LIFE UNTO THEM THAT BELIEVE ON HIM, WHERE IS NOT DAY AND NIGHT, NOR LIGHT AND DARKNESS, NOR GOOD AND EVIL, NOR POOR AND RICH, NOR MALE AND FEMALE, NOR FREE AND BOND, NOR PROUD THAT SUBJECTETH THE HUMBLE. AND AS SHE SPAKE THE APOSTLE STOOD BY HER, AND FORTHWITH SHE ROSE UP AND DID HIM REVERENCE. THEN CHARISIUS SAID UNTO HIM: SEEST THOU HOW SHE FEARETH AND HONOURETH THEE AND ALL THAT THOU SHALT BID HER SHE WILL DO WILLINGLY? 130 AND AS HE SO SPAKE, JUDAS SAITH UNTO MYGDONIA: MY DAUGHTER MYGDONIA, OBEY THAT WHICH THY BROTHER CHARISIUS SAITH. AND MYGDONIA SAITH: IF THOU WAST NOT ABLE [TO NAME] THE DEED IN WORD WILT THOU COMPEL ME TO ENDURE THE ACT? FOR I HAVE HEARD OF THEE THAT THIS LIFE IS OF NO PROFIT, AND THIS RELIEF IS FOR A TIME, AND THESE POSSESSIONS ARE TRANSITORY. AND AGAIN, THOU SAIDST THAT WHOSO RENOUNCETH THIS LIFE SHALL RECEIVE THE LIFE ETERNAL, AND WHOSO HATETH THE LIGHT OF DAY AND NIGHT SHALL BEHOLD A LIGHT THAT IS NOT OVERTAKEN, THAT WHOSO DESPISETH THIS MONEY SHALL FIND OTHER AND ETERNAL MONEY. BUT NOW [THOU THINGS THESE SAYEST] BECAUSE THOU ART IN FEAR. WHO THAT HATH DONE SOMEWHAT AND IS PRAISED FOR THE WORK CHANGETH IT? [WHO AND A TOWER BUILDETH] STRAIGHTWAY OVERTHROWETH IT FROM THE FOUNDATION? WHO DIGGETH A SPRING WATER IN A THIRSTY LAND AND STRAIGHTWAY FILLETH IT IN? WHO FINDETH A TREASURE AND USETH IT NOT? AND CHARISIUS HEARD LT. AND SAID: I WILL NOT IMITATE YOU, NEITHER WILL I HASTEN TO DESTROY YOU; NOR THOUGH I MAY SO DO, WILL I PUT BONDS ABOUT THEE (BUT THEE I WILL BIND, SYR.); AND I WILL NOT SUFFER THEE TO SPEAK WITH THIS SORCERER; AND IF THOU OBEY ME, WELL, BUT IF NOT, I KNOW WHAT I MUST DO. 131 AND JUDAS WENT OUT OF CHARISIUS' HOUSE AND DEPARTED UNTO THE HOUSE OF SIPHOR AND LODGED THERE WITH HIM. AND SIPHOR SAID: I WILL PREPARE FOR JUDAS A HALL (TRICLINIUM) WHEREIN HE MAY TEACH (SYR. SIPHOR SAID TO JUDAS: PREPARE THYSELF AN APARTMENT, &C.). AND HE DID SO; AND SIPHOR SAID: I AND MY WIFE AND DAUGHTER WILL DWELL HENCEFORTH IN HOLINESS, AND IN CHASTITY, AND IN ONE AFFECTION. I BESEECH THEE THAT WE MAY RECEIVE OF THEE THE SEAL, AND BECOME [SEXLESS] WORSHIPPERS OF THE TRUE GOD AND NUMBERED AMONG HIS SHEEP AND LAMBS. AND JUDAS SAID: I AM AFRAID TO SPEAK THAT WHICH I THINK: YET I KNOW SOMEWHAT, AND WHAT I KNOW IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR ME TO UTTER. 132 AND HE BEGAN TO SAY CONCERNING BAPTISM: THIS BAPTISM IS REMISSION OF [SEXUAL] SINS (THE GREEK MSS. U AND P HAVE DIVERGENT TEXTS, BOTH OBSCURE): THIS BRINGETH FORTH AGAIN LIGHT THAT IS SHED ABOUT US: THIS BRINGETH TO NEW BIRTH THE NEW MAN (THIS IS THE RESTORER OF UNDERSTANDINGS SYR.): THIS MINGLETH THE SPIRIT (WITH THE BODY), RAISETH UP IN THREEFOLDWISE A NEW MAN AND [MAKETH HIM] PARTAKER OF THE REMISSION OF [SEXUAL] SINS. GLORY BE TO THEE, HIDDEN ONE, THAT ART COMMUNICATED IN BAPTISM. GLORY TO THEE THE UNSEEN POWER THAT IS IN BAPTISM. GLORY TO THEE, RENEWAL, WHEREBY ARE RENEWED THEY THAT ARE BAPTIZED AND WITH AFFECTION TAKE HOLD UPON THEE. AND HAVING THUS SAID, HE POURED OIL OVER THEIR HEADS AND SAID: GLORY BE TO THEE THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF COMPASSION (BOWELS). GLORY TO THEE NAME OF CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. GLORY TO THEE, POWER ESTABLISHED IN CHRIST. AND HE COMMANDED A VESSEL TO BE BROUGHT, AND BAPTIZED THEM IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS] AND THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN]. 133 AND WHEN THEY WERE BAPTIZED AND CLAD, HE SET BREAD ON THE TABLE AND BLESSED IT, AND SAID: BREAD OF LIFE, THE WHICH WHO EAT ABIDE [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE: BREAD THAT FILLETH THE HUNGRY SOULS WITH THE BLESSING THEREOF: THOU ART HE THAT VOUCHSAFEST TO RECEIVE A GIFT, THAT THOU MAYEST BECOME UNTO US REMISSION OF [SEXUAL] SINS, AND THAT THEY WHO EAT THEE MAY BECOME IMMORTAL: WE INVOKE UPON THEE THE NAME OF THE MOTHER [THE LADY STEPHANIE VICTORIA], OF THE UNSPEAKABLE MYSTERY OF THE HIDDEN POWERS AND AUTHORITIES (WE NAME THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE UNSPEAKABLE MYSTERY, THAT IS HIDDEN FROM ALL): WE INVOKE UPON THEE THE NAME OF [THY] JESUS [STEPHEN]. AND HE SAID: LET THE POWERS OF BLESSING COME, AND BE ESTABLISHED IN THIS BREAD, THAT ALL THE SOULS WHICH PARTAKE OF IT MAY BE WASHED FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS. AND HE, BRAKE AND GAVE UNTO SIPHOR AND HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER. 
THE ELEVENTH ACT: CONCERNING THE WIFE OF MISDAEUS
134 NOW MISDAEUS THE KING, WHEN HE HAD LET JUDAS GO, DINED AND WENT HOME, AND TOLD HIS WIFE WHAT HAD BEFALLEN CHARISIUS THEIR KINSMAN, SAYING: SEE WHAT HATH COME TO PASS TO THAT UNHAPPY MAN, AND THOU THYSELF KNOWEST, MY SISTER TERTIA, THAT A MAN HATH NOUGHT BETTER THAN HIS OWN WIFE ON WHOM HE RESTETH; BUT IT CHANCED THAT HIS WIFE WENT UNTO THAT SORCERER OF WHOM THOU HAST HEARD THAT HE IS COME TO THE LAND OF THE INDIANS, AND FELL INTO HIS CHARMS AND IS PARTED FROM HER OWN HUSBAND; AND HE KNOWETH NOT WHAT HE SHOULD DO. AND WHEN I WOULD HAVE DESTROYED THE MALEFACTOR, HE WOULD NOT HAVE IT. BUT DO THOU GO AND COUNSEL HER TO INCLINE UNTO HER HUSBAND, AND FORSAKE THE VAIN WORDS OF THE SORCERER. 135 AND AS SOON AS SHE AROSE TERTIA WENT TO THE HOUSE OF CHARISIUS HER HUSBAND'S [KINSMAN], AND FOUND MYGDONIA LYING UPON THE EARTH IN HUMILIATION, AND ASHES AND SACKCLOTH WERE SPREAD UNDER HER, AND SHE WAS PRAYING THAT THE LORD WOULD FORGIVE HER, HER FORMER [NON-SEXUAL] SINS [THIS IS NOT CORRECT OR TRUE BECAUSE NO FEMALE CAN NEVER SIN BECAUSE THEY CAN ONLY SEXUALLY TEMPT [TRY, TEST, PUT ON TRIAL] AS THE FEMALE DEVIL IS LINKED TO THE BEHEADING ONCE THAT CAN ONLY GIVE A TEMPTATION APPROVAL & IS SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR TEMPTATION IN ROMANS 1:32 & CAN NEVER TEMPT IN JOHN 8:7 & 1ST JOHN 3:9 UNLESS THEY GO DOWN & GROW PUSSIES THROUGH UNWANTED PREGNANCY & BECOME WOMAN & FUCKS THE MALE IN HIS DICK, THEN WOMAN CAN ONLY SEXUALLY TEMPT, WHICH IS GUILTY IN GENESIS 4:1; 6:1-7, & NO MAN CAN NEVER TEMPT BECAUSE THEY CAN ONLY SEXUALLY SIN AS THE MALE DEVIL IS LINKED TO THE CROSS THAT CAN ONLY GIVE A SEXUAL APPROVAL & IS SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR SIN IN ROMANS 1:32, EVEN THE CHILDREN IN THE UPSIDE DOWN CROSS IS LINKED TO IGNORANCE ONCE [THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER IN THE NEW UNIVERSE], BOYS OR GIRLS, THE LAW & ANGELS OR ANYTHING HIGHER, SUCH AS SAINTLY CHRISTIAN LORDS [LADIES] & CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] IS LINKED TO THE STONING’S ONCE [THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER IN THE NEW UNIVERSE] CAN NEVER TEMPT OR SIN, WHICH IS SEXLESS, SINLESS & GUILTLESS IN JOHN 8:7 & 1ST JOHN 3:9 UNLESS THEY GO DOWN & GROW DICKS THROUGH UNWANTED PREGNANCY & BECOME MAN & FUCKS THE FEMALE IN HER PUSSY IN GENESIS 4:1; 6:1-7, THEN MAN CAN ONLY SEXUALLY SIN, WHICH IS SEXUAL, SINFUL & GUILTY, BUT ALL THESE IN THEIR RESPECTABLE PLACES ARE KILLED & DAMNED AS WOMAN ONLY IN THEIR PRECISE JUDGMENTS ONCE [THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] OR MAN ONLY IN THEIR PRECISE APPOINTED TIMES ONCE [THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] BY THE LORD THAT CHOOSES TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR DEATH THAT THE LORD TOOK FROM THE LORD LUCIFER [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL] & THE LORD VICTORIA [BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] IN HEBREWS 9:27 & JAMES 1:13-15, BUT HOMOSEXUALITY IS DIFFERENT & IN ORDER FOR MALE HOMOSEXUALITY, WHICH IS FULL OF SINS TO BE DONE, THERE HAS TO BE FEMALE HOMOSEXUALITY, WHICH IS FULL OF TEMPTATIONS AT FIRST & IF YOU ARE A HERMAPHRODITE THEN BOTH TEMPTATIONS & SINS COLLIDE WITH ONE ANOTHER, BUT LIKE THE HERMAPHRODITE THAT SAYS, ‘MY PUSSY TEMPTS MY DICK TO CAUSE IT TO SIN’, BUT WHAT THIS CREATURE DOES NOT TRUTHFULLY REALIZE IS THAT THE LADY VICTORIA IN THE ULTIMATE BEGINNING TO THE ULTIMATE ENDING CAUSED THE LORD LUCIFER TO ETERNALLY SIN BY HER VERY STRONG ETERNAL TEMPTATION THAT ETERNALLY RESULTED IN THE CREATED MAKE-UP OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD & EVIL, THAT IS MENTIONED MUCH LATER IN GENESIS 2:9, BUT THE LORD IS THE ONLY ONE THAT ETERNALLY KILLS & ETERNALLY DAMNS THEM BOTH IN ETERNAL DEATH BECAUSE OF THIS ETERNAL BULLSHIT IN PROVERBS 8:30-31] AND SHE MIGHT SOON DEPART OUT OF LIFE. AND TERTIA SAID UNTO HER: MYGDONIA, MY DEAR SISTER AND COMPANION WHAT IS THIS HAND (SYR. THIS FOLLY)? WHAT IS THE DISEASE THAT HATH OVERTAKEN THEE? AND WHY DOEST THOU THE DEEDS OF MADMEN? KNOW THYSELF AND COME BACK UNTO THINE OWN WAY, COME NEAR UNTO THY MANY KINSFOLK, AND SPARE THY TRUE HUSBAND CHARISIUS, AND DO NOT THINGS UNBEFITTING A FREE-WOMAN. MYGDONIA SAITH UNTO HER: O TERTIA, THOU HAST NOT YET HEARD THE PREACHER OF LIFE: NOT YET HATH HE TOUCHED THINE EARS, NOT YET HAST THOU TASTED THE MEDICINE OF LIFE NOR ART FREED FROM [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIBLE MOURNING. THOU STANDEST IN THE LIFE OF TIME, AND THE EVERLASTING LIFE AND SALVATION THOU KNOWEST NOT, AND PERCEIVEST NOT THE [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE FELLOWSHIP. THOU STANDEST CLAD IN ROBES THAT GROW OLD AND [SEXUALLY] DESIREST NOT THOSE THAT ARE ETERNAL, AND ART PROUD OF THIS BEAUTY WHICH VANISHETH AND HAST NO THOUGHT OF THE HOLINESS OF THY SOUL; AND ART RICH IN A MULTITUDE OF SERVANTS, (AND HAST NOT FREED THINE OWN SOUL FROM SERVITUDE, SYR.) AND PRIDEST THYSELF IN THE GLORY THAT COMETH OF MANY, BUT REDEEMEST NOT THYSELF FROM THE CONDEMNATION OF DEATH. 136 AND WHEN TERTIA HEARD THIS OF MYGDONIA SHE SAID: I PRAY THEE, SISTER, BRING ME UNTO THAT STRANGER THAT TEACHETH THESE GREAT THINGS, THAT I ALSO MAY GO AND HEAR HIM, AND BE TAUGHT TO WORSHIP THE GOD WHOM HE PREACHETH, AND BECOME PARTAKER OF HIS PRAYERS, AND A SHARER IN ALL THAT THOU HAST TOLD ME OF. AND MYGDONIA SAITH TO HER: HE IS IN THE HOUSE OF SIPHOR THE CAPTAIN; FOR HE IS BECOME THE OCCASION OF LIFE UNTO ALL THEM THAT ARE BEING SAVED IN INDIA. AND HEARING THAT, TERTIA WENT QUICKLY TO SIPHOR'S HOUSE, THAT SHE MIGHT SEE THE NEW APOSTLE THAT WAS COME THITHER. AND WHEN SHE ENTERED IN, JUDAS SAID UNTO HER: WHAT ART THOU COME TO SEE? A MAN THAT IS A STRANGER AND POOR AND CONTEMPTIBLE AND NEEDY, HAVING NEITHER RICHES NOR SUBSTANCE; YET ONE THING I POSSESS WHICH NEITHER KINGS NOR RULERS CAN TAKE AWAY, THAT NEITHER PERISHETH NOR CEASETH, WHICH IS JESUS THE SAVIOUR OF ALL MANKIND, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD, WHO HATH GIVEN LIFE UNTO ALL THAT BELIEVE ON HIM AND TAKE REFUGE WITH HIM AND ARE KNOWN TO BE OF THE NUMBER OF HIS SERVANTS (SHEEP, SYR.). UNTO WHOM SAITH TERTIA: MAY I BECOME A PARTAKER OF THIS LIFE WHICH THOU PROMISEST THAT ALL THEY SHALL RECEIVE WHO COME TOGETHER UNTO THE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. AND THE APOSTLE SAID: THE TREASURY OF THE HOLY KING IS OPENED WIDE, AND THEY WHICH WORTHILY PARTAKE OF THE GOOD THINGS THAT ARE THEREIN DO REST, AND RESTING DO REIGN: BUT FIRST, NO MAN COMETH UNTO HIM THAT IS UNCLEAN AND VILE: FOR HE KNOWETH OUR INMOST HEARTS AND THE DEPTHS OF OUR THOUGHT, AND IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR ANY TO ESCAPE HIM. THOU, THEN, IF VERILY THOU BELIEVEST IN HIM, SHALT BE MADE WORTHY OF HIS MYSTERIES; AND HE WILL MAGNIFY THEE AND ENRICH THEE, AND MAKE THEE TO BE AN HEIR OF HIS KINGDOM. 137 AND TERTIA HAVING HEARD THIS RETURNED HOME REJOICING, AND FOUND HER HUSBAND AWAITING HER, NOT HAVING DINED, AND WHEN MISDAEUS SAW HER HE SAID: WHENCE IS IT THAT THINE ENTERING IN TO-DAY IS MORE BEAUTIFUL? AND WHEREFORE ART THOU COME WALKING, WHICH BESEEMETH NOT FREE-BORN WOMEN LIKE THEE? AND TERTIA SAITH UNTO HIM: I OWE THEE THE GREATEST OF THANKS FOR THAT THOU DIDST SEND ME UNTO MYGDONIA, FOR I WENT AND HEARD OF A NEW LIFE, AND I SAW THE NEW APOSTLE OF THE GOD THAT GIVETH LIFE UNTO THEM THAT BELIEVE ON HIM AND FULFIL HIS COMMANDMENTS; I OUGHT THEREFORE MYSELF TO RECOMPENSE THEE FOR THIS FAVOUR AND ADMONITION WITH GOOD ADVICE; FOR THOU SHALT BE A GREAT KING IN HEAVEN IF THOU OBEY ME AND FEAR THE GOD THAT IS PREACHED BY THE STRANGRER, AND KEEP THYSELF HOLY UNTO THE LIVING GOD. FOR THIS KINGDOM PASSETH AWAY, AND THY COMFORT WILL BE TURNED INTO AFFLICTION: BUT GO THOU TO THAT MAN, AND BELIEVE HIM, AND THOU SHALT LIVE UNTO THE END. AND WHEN MISDAEUS HEARD THESE THINGS OF HIS WIFE, HE SMOTE HIS FACE WITH HIS HANDS AND RENT HIS CLOTHES AND SAID: MAY THE SOUL OF CHARISIUS FIND NO REST, FOR HE HATH HURT ME TO THE SOUL; AND MAY HE HAVE NO HOPE, FOR HE HATH TAKEN AWAY MY HOPE. AND HE WENT OUT GREATLY VEXED. 138 AND HE FOUND CHARISIUS HIS FRIEND IN THE MARKET-PLACE, AND SAID UNTO HIM: WHY HAST THOU CAST ME INTO HELL TO BE ANOTHER COMPANION TO THYSELF? WHY HAST THOU EMPTIED AND DEFRAUDED ME TO GAIN NOUGHT? WHY HAST THOU HURT ME AND PROFITED THYSELF NOT AT ALL? WHY HAST THOU SLAIN ME AND THYSELF NOT LIVED? WHY HAST THOU WRONGED ME AND THYSELF NOT GOT JUSTICE? WHY DIDST THOU NOT SUFFER ME TO DESTROY THAT SORCERER BEFORE HE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTED MY HOUSE WITH HIS WICKEDNESS? AND HE KEPT HOLD UPON (WAS UPBRAIDING, SYR.) CHARISIUS. AND CHARISIUS SAITH: WHY, WHAT HATH BEFALLEN THEE? MISDAEUS SAID: HE HATH BEWITCHED TERTIA. AND THEY WENT BOTH OF THEM UNTO THE HOUSE OF SIPHOR THE CAPTAIN, AND FOUND JUDAS SITTING AND TEACHING. AND ALL THEY THAT WERE THERE ROSE UP BEFORE THE KING, BUT HE AROSE NOT. AND MISDAEUS PERCEIVED THAT IT WAS HE, AND TOOK HOLD OF THE SEAT AND OVERSET IT, AND TOOK UP THE SEAT WITH BOTH HIS HANDS AND SMOTE HIS HEAD SO THAT HE WOUNDED IT, AND DELIVERED HIM TO HIS SOLDIERS, SAYING: TAKE HIM AWAY, AND HALE HIM WITH VIOLENCE AND NOT GENTLY, THAT HIS SHAME MAY BE MANIFEST UNTO ALL MEN. AND THEY HALED HIM AND TOOK HIM TO THE PLACE WHERE MISDAEUS JUDGED, AND HE STOOD THERE, HELD OF THE SOLDIERS OF MISDAEUS.
THE TWELFTH ACT: CONCERNING OUAZANES (IUZANES) THE SON OF MISDAEUS.
139 AND OUAZANES (IUZANES, P; VIZAN, SYR.) THE SON OF MISDAEUS CAME UNTO THE SOLDIERS AND SAID: GIVE ME HIM THAT I MAY SPEAK WITH HIM UNTIL THE KING COMETH. AND THEY GAVE HIM UP, AND HE BROUGHT HIM IN WHERE THE KING GAVE JUDGEMENT. AND IUZANES SAITH: KNOWEST THOU NOT THAT I AM THE SON OF MISDAEUS THE KING, AND I HAVE POWER TO SAY UNTO THE KING WHAT I WILL, AND HE WILL SUFFER THEE TO LIVE? TELL ME THEN, WHO IS THY GOD, AND WHAT POWER DOST THOU CLAIM AND GLORY IN IT? FOR IF IT BE SOME POWER OR ART OF MAGIC, TELL IT ME AND TEACH ME, AND I WILL LET THEE GO. JUDAS SAITH UNTO HIM: THOU ART THE SON OF MISDACUS THE KING WHO IS KING FOR A TIME, BUT I AM THE SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST THE ETERNAL KING, AND THOU HAST POWER TO SAY TO THY FATHER [STEPHEN] TO SAVE WHOM THOU WILT IN THE TEMPORAL LIFE WHEREIN MEN CONTINUE NOT, WHICH THOU AND THY FATHER [STEPHEN] GRANT, BUT I BESEECH MY LORD AND INTERCEDE FOR MEN, AND HE GIVETH THEM A NEW LIFE WHICH IS ALTOGETHER ENDURING. AND THOU BOASTEST THYSELF OF POSSESSIONS AND SERVANTS AND ROBES AND LUXURY AND UNCLEAN CHAMBERINGS, BUT I BOAST MYSELF OF POVERTY AND PHILOSOPHY AND HUMILITY AND LASTING AND PRAYER AND THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE HOLY GHOST AND OF MY BRETHREN THAT ARE WORTHY OF GOD: AND I BOAST MYSELF OF ETERNAL LIFE. AND THOU RELIEST ON (HAST TAKEN REFUGE WITH) A MAN LIKE UNTO THYSELF AND NOT ABLE TO SAVE HIS OWN SOUL FROM JUDGEMENT AND DEATH, BUT I RELY UPON THE LIVING GOD, UPON THE SAVIOUR OF KINGS AND PRINCES, WHO IS THE JUDGE OF ALL MEN. AND YE INDEED TO-DAY PERCHANCE ARE, AND TO-MORROW ARE NO MORE, BUT I HAVE TAKEN REFUGE WITH HIM THAT ABIDETH FOR EVER AND KNOWETH ALL OUR SEASONS AND TIMES. AND IF THOU WILT BECOME THE SERVANT OF THIS GOD THOU SHALT SOON DO SO; BUT SHOW THAT THOU WILT BE A SERVANT WORTHY OF HIM HEREBY: FIRST BY HOLINESS (PURITY), WHICH IS THE HEAD OF ALL GOOD THINGS, AND THEN BY FELLOWSHIP WITH THIS GOD WHOM I PREACH, AND PHILOSOPHY AND SIMPLICITY AND [SEXLESS] LOVE AND FAITH AND [GOOD HOPE] IN HIM, AND UNITY OF PURE FOOD (SIMPLICITY OF PURE I E, SYR.). 140 AND THE YOUNG MAN WAS PERSUADED BY THE LORD AND SOUGHT OCCASION HOW HE MIGHT LET JUDAS ESCAPE: BUT WHILE HE THOUGHT THEREON, THE KING CAME, AND THE SOLDIERS TOOK JUDAS AND LED HIM FORTH. AND IUZANES WENT FORTH WITH HIM AND STOOD BESIDE HIM. AND WHEN THE KING WAS SET, HE BADE JUDAS BE BROUGHT IN, WITH HIS HANDS BOUND BEHIND HIM; AND HE WAS BROUGHT INTO THE MIDST AND STOOD THERE. AND THE KING SAITH: TELL ME WHO THOU ART AND BY WHAT POWER THOU DOEST THESE THINGS. AND JUDAS SAITH TO HIM: I AM A MAN LIKE THEE, AND BY THE POWER OF JESUS CHRIST I DO THESE THINGS. AND MISDAEUS SAITH: TELL ME THE TRUTH BEFORE I DESTROY THEE. AND JUDAS SAITH: THOU HAST NO POWER AGAINST ME, AS THOU SUPPOSEST, AND THOU WILT NOT HURT ME AT ALL. AND THE KING WAS WROTH AT HIS WORDS, AND COMMANDED TO HEAT IRON PLATES AND SET HIM UPON THEM BAREFOOT; AND AS THE SOLDIERS TOOK OFF HIS SHOES HE SAID: THE WISDOM OF GOD IS BETTER THAN THE WISDOM OF MEN. THOU LORD AND KING (DO THOU TAKE COUNSEL AGAINST THEM, SYR.) AND LET THY GOODNESS RESIST HIS WRATH. AND THEY BROUGHT THE PLATES WHICH WERE LIKE FIRE, AND SET THE APOSTLE UPON THEM, AND STRAIGHTWAY WATER SPRANG UP ABUNDANTLY FROM THE EARTH, SO THAT THE PLATES WERE SWALLOWED UP IN IT, AND THEY THAT HELD HIM LET HIM GO AND WITHDREW THEMSELVES. 141 AND THE KING SEEING THE ABUNDANCE OF WATER SAID TO JUDAS: ASK THY GOD THAT HE, DELIVER ME FROM THIS DEATH, THAT I PERISH NOT IN THE FLOOD. AND THE APOSTLE PRAYED AND SAID: THOU THAT DIDST BIND THIS ELEMENT (NATURE) AND GATHER IT INTO ONE PLACE AND SEND IT FORTH INTO DIVERS LANDS; THAT DIDST BRING DISORDER INTO ORDER, THAT GRANTEST MIGHTY WORKS AND GREAT WONDERS BY THE HANDS OF JUDAS THY SERVANT; THAT HAST MERCY ON MY SOUL, THAT I MAY ALWAYS RECEIVE THY BRIGHTNESS; THAT GIVEST WAGES UNTO THEM THAT HAVE LABOURED; THOU SAVIOUR OF MY SOUL, RESTORING IT UNTO ITS OWN NATURE THAT IT MAY HAVE NO FELLOWSHIP WITH HURTFUL THINGS; THAT HAST ALWAYS BEEN THE OCCASION OF LIFE: DO THOU RESTRAIN THIS ELEMENT THAT IT LIFT NOT UP ITSELF TO DESTROY; FOR THERE ARE SOME OF THEM THAT STAND HERE WHO SHALL BELIEVE ON THEE AND LIVE. AND WHEN HE HAD PRAYED, THE WATER WAS SWALLOWED UP BY LITTLE AND LITTLE, AND THE PLACE BECAME DRY. AND WHEN MISDAEUS SAW IT HE COMMANDED HIM TO BE TAKEN TO THE PRISON: UNTIL I SHALL CONSIDER HOW HE MUST BE USED. 142 AND AS JUDAS WAS LED AWAY TO THE PRISON, THEY ALL FOLLOWED HIM, AND IUZANES THE KING'S SON WALKED AT HIS RIGHT HAND, AND SIPHOR AT THE LEFT. AND HE ENTERED INTO THE PRISON AND SAT DOWN, AND IUZANES AND SIPHOR, AND HE PERSUADED HIS WIFE AND HIS DAUGHTER TO SIT DOWN, FOR THEY ALSO WERE COME IN TO HEAR THE WORD OF LIFE. FOR THEY KNEW THAT MISDAEUS WOULD SLAY HIM BECAUSE OF THE EXCESS OF HIS ANGER. AND JUDAS BEGAN TO SAY: O LIBERATOR OF MY SOUL FROM THE BONDAGE OF THE MANY, BECAUSE I GAVE MYSELF TO BE SOLD [UNTO SYR. ONE,]; BEHOLD, I REJOICE AND EXULT, KNOWING THAT THE TIMES ARE FULFILLED FOR ME TO ENTER IN AND RECEIVE [THEE OF MY SYR. REST, GIVER]. LO, I AM TO BE SET FREE FROM THE CARES THAT ARE ON THE EARTH; LO, I FULFIL MINE HOPE AND RECEIVE TRUTH; LO, I AM SET FREE FROM SORROW AND PUT ON JOY ALONE; LO, I BECOME CARELESS AND GRIEFLESS AND DWELL IN REST; LO, I AM SET FREE FROM BONDAGE AND AM CALLED UNTO LIBERTY; LO, I HAVE SERVED TIMES AND SEASONS, AND I AM LIFTED UP ABOVE TIMES AND SEASONS; LO, I RECEIVE MY WAGES FROM MY RECOMPENSER, WHO GIVETH WITHOUT RECKONING (NUMBER) BECAUSE HIS WEALTH SUFFICETH FOR THE GIFT; [LO, AND MY RAIMENT, ON OFF PUT I] AND I SHALL NOT PUT IT ON AGAIN; LO, I SLEEP AND AWAKE, AND I SHALL NO MORE GO TO SLEEP; LO, I DIE AND LIVE AGAIN, AND I SHALL NO MORE TASTE OF DEATH; LO, THEY REJOICE AND EXPECT ME, THAT I MAY COME AND BE WITH THEIR KINDRED AND BE SET AS A FLOWER IN THEIR CROWN; LO, I REIGN IN THE KINGDOM WHEREON I SET MY HOPE, EVEN FROM HENCE; LO, THE REBELLIOUS FALL BEFORE ME, FOR I HAVE ESCAPED THEM; LO, (UNTO ME) THE PEACE HATH COME, WHEREUNTO ALL ARE GATHERED. 143 AND AS THE APOSTLE SPAKE THUS, ALL THAT WERE THERE HEARKENED, SUPPOSING THAT IN THAT HOUR HE WOULD DEPART OUT OF LIFE. AND AGAIN, HE SAID: BELIEVE ON THE PHYSICIAN OF ALL [DISEASES], BOTH SEEN AND UNSEEN, AND ON THE SAVIOUR OF THE SOULS THAT NEED HELP FROM HIM. THIS IS THE FREE-BORN [SON] OF KINGS, THIS THE PHYSICIAN OF HIS CREATURES; THIS IS HE THAT WAS REPROACHED OF HIS OWN SLAVES; THIS IS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE HEIGHT AND THE LORD OF [SEXLESS] NATURE AND THE JUDGE (FATHER [STEPHEN] OF [SEXLESS] NATURE AND LORD OF THE HEIGHT AND SUPREME JUDGE, SYR.): HE CAME OF THE GREATEST, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON OF THE DEEP; AND HE WAS CALLED THE SON OF (BECAME VISIBLE THROUGH, SYR.) MARY THE VIRGIN, AND WAS TERMED THE SON OF JOSEPH THE CARPENTER: HE WHOSE LITTLENESS (WE BEHELD) WITH THE EYES OF OUR BODY, BUT HIS GREATNESS WE RECEIVED BY FAITH, AND SAW IT IN HIS WORKS WHOSE HUMAN BODY WE FELT ALSO WITH OUR HANDS, AND HIS ASPECT WE SAW TRANSFIGURED (CHANGED) WITH OUR EYES, BUT HIS HEAVENLY SEMBLANCE ON THE MOUNT WE WERE NOT ABLE TO SEE: HE THAT MADE THE RULERS STUMBLE AND DID VIOLENCE UNTO DEATH: HE, THE TRUTH THAT LIETH NOT, THAT AT THE LAST PAID THE TRIBUTE FOR HIMSELF AND HIS DISCIPLES: WHOM THE PRINCE BEHOLDING FEARED AND THE POWERS THAT WERE WITH HIM WERE TROUBLED; AND THE PRINCE BARE WITNESS (ASKED HIM, SYR.) WHO HE WAS AND FROM WHENCE, AND KNEW NOT THE TRUTH, BECAUSE HE IS ALIEN FROM TRUTH: HE THAT HAVING AUTHORITY OVER THE WORLD, AND THE [SEXUAL] PLEASURES THEREIN, AND THE POSSESSIONS AND THE COMFORT, [REJECTED] ALL THESE THINGS AND TURNETH AWAY HIS SUBJECTS, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT USE THEM. 144 AND HAVING FULFILLED THESE SAYINGS, HE AROSE AND PRAYED THUS: OUR FATHER [STEPHEN], WHICH ART IN HEAVEN: HALLOWED BE THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: THY KINGDOM COME: THY WILL BE DONE, AS IN HEAVEN SO UPON EARTH: [GIVE THE OF SYR. DAY, BREAD CONSTANT US] AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS AS WE ALSO HAVE FORGIVEN OUR DEBTORS. AND LEAD US NOT INTO [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM THE EVIL ONE. MY LORD AND GOD, HOPE AND CONFIDENCE AND TEACHER, THOU HAST TAUGHT ME TO PRAY THUS, BEHOLD, I PRAY THIS PRAYER AND FULFIL THY COMMANDMENT: BE THOU WITH ME UNTO THE END; THOU ART HE THAT FROM CHILDHOOD HAST SOWN LIFE IN ME AND KEPT ME FROM [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION; THOU ART HE THAT HAST BROUGHT ME UNTO THE POVERTY OF THIS WORLD, AND EXHORTED ME UNTO THE TRUE RICHES; THOU ART HE THAT HAST MADE ME KNOWN UNTO MYSELF AND SHOWED ME THAT I AM THINE; AND I HAVE KEPT MYSELF PURE FROM WOMAN, THAT THAT WHICH THOU REQUIREST BE NOT FOUND IN [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENT. 
[AT THE WORDS 'MY LORD AND GOD' BEGINS THE DOUBLE TEXT, REPRESENTED ON THE ONE HAND BY THE MS. U AND ON THE OTHER BY THE PARIS MS. P, AND THREE (PARTLY FOUR) OTHERS. THESE INSERT THE PRAYER AFTER CH. 167. THEIR TEXT, I BELIEVE, MAY BE THE ORIGINAL GREEK. I FOLLOW IT HERE, REPEATING THE FIRST PARAGRAPH.]
(144) MY LORD AND GOD, MY HOPE AND MY CONFIDENCE AND MY TEACHER, THAT HAST IMPLANTED COURAGE IN ME, THOU DIDST TEACH ME TO PRAY THUS; BEHOLD, I PRAY THY PRAYER AND BRING THY WILL TO FULFILMENT: BE THOU WITH ME UNTO THE END. THOU ART HE THAT FROM MY YOUTH UP DIDST GIVE ME PATIENCE IN [SEXUAL] TEMPTATION AND [SOW IN] ME LIFE AND PRESERVE ME FROM [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION; THOU ART HE THAT DIDST BRING ME INTO THE POVERTY OF THIS WORLD AND FILL ME WITH THE TRUE RICHES; THOU ART HE THAT DIDST SHOW ME THAT I WAS THINE: WHEREFORE I WAS NEVER JOINED UNTO A WIFE, THAT THE TEMPLE WORTHY OF THEE MIGHT NOT BE FOUND IN [SEXUAL] POLLUTION. 145 MY MOUTH SUFFICETH NOT TO PRAISE THEE, NEITHER AM I ABLE TO CONCEIVE THE CARE AND PROVIDENCE (CAREFULNESS) WHICH HATH BEEN ABOUT ME FROM THEE WHICH THOU HAST HAD FOR ME). FOR I [SEXUALLY] DESIRED TO GAIN RICHES, BUT THOU BY A VISION DIDST SHOW ME THAT THEY ARE FULL OF LOSS AND INJURY TO THEM THAT GAIN THEM AND I BELIEVED THY SHOWING, AND CONTINUED IN THE POVERTY OF THE WORLD UNTIL THOU, THE TRUE RICHES WERT REVEALED UNTO ME, WHO DIDST FILL BOTH ME AND THE REST THAT WERE WORTHY OF THEE WITH THINE OWN RICHES AND SET FREE THINE OWN FROM CARE AND ANXIETY. I HAVE THEREFORE FULFILLED THY COMMANDMENTS, O LORD, AND ACCOMPLISHED THY WILL, AND BECOME POOR AND NEEDY AND A STRANGER AND A BONDMAN AND SET AT NOUGHT AND A PRISONER AND HUNGRY AND THIRSTY AND NAKED AND UNSHOD, AND I HAVE TOILED FOR THY SAKE, THAT MY CONFIDENCE MIGHT NOT PERISH AND MY HOPE THAT IS IN THEE MIGHT NOT BE CONFOUNDED AND MY MUCH LABOUR MIGHT NOT BE IN VAIN AND MY WEARINESS NOT BE COUNTED FOR NOUGHT: LET NOT MY PRAYERS AND MY CONTINUAL FASTINGS PERISH, AND MY GREAT ZEAL TOWARD THEE; LET NOT MY SEED OF WHEAT BE CHANGED FOR TARES OUT OF THY LAND, LET NOT THE ENEMY CARRY IT AWAY AND MINGLE HIS OWN TARES THEREWITH; FOR THY LAND VERILY RECEIVETH NOT HIS TARES, NEITHER INDEED CAN THEY BE LAID UP IN THINE HOUSES. 146 I HAVE PLANTED THY VINE IN THE EARTH, IT HATH SENT DOWN ITS ROOTS INTO THE DEPTH AND ITS GROWTH IS SPREAD OUT IN THE HEIGHT, AND THE FRUITS OF IT ARE STRETCHED FORTH UPON THE EARTH, AND THEY THAT ARE WORTHY OF THEE ARE MADE GLAD BY THEM, WHOM ALSO THOU HAST GAINED. THE MONEY WHICH THOU HAST FROM ME I LAID DOWN UPON THE TABLE (BANK); THIS, WHEN THOU REQUIREST IT, RESTORE UNTO ME WITH USURY, AS THOU HAST PROMISED. WITH THY ONE MIND HAVE I TRADED AND HAVE MADE TEN, THOU HAST ADDED MORE TO ME BESIDE THAT I HAD, AS THOU DIDST COVENANT. I HAVE FORGIVEN MY DEBTOR THE MINE, REQUIRE THOU IT NOT AT MY HANDS. I WAS BIDDEN TO THE SUPPER AND I CAME: AND I REFUSED THE LAND AND THE YOKE OF OXEN AND THE WIFE, THAT I MIGHT NOT FOR THEIR SAKE BE REJECTED; I WAS BIDDEN TO THE WEDDING, AND I PUT ON WHITE RAIMENT, THAT I MIGHT BE WORTHY OF IT AND NOT BE BOUND HAND AND FOOT AND CAST INTO THE OUTER DARKNESS. MY LAMP WITH ITS BRIGHT LIGHT EXPECTETH THE MASTER COMING FROM THE MARRIAGE, THAT IT MAY RECEIVE HIM, AND I MAY NOT (? HE MAY NOT) SEE IT DIMMED BECAUSE THE OIL IS SPENT. MINE EYES, O CHRIST, LOOK UPON THEE, AND MINE HEART EXULTETH WITH JOY BECAUSE I HAVE FULFILLED THY WILL AND PERFECTED THY COMMANDMENTS; THAT I MAY BE LIKENED UNTO THAT WATCHFUL AND CAREFUL SERVANT WHO IN HIS EAGERNESS NEGLECTETH NOT TO KEEP VIGIL (OTHER MSS.: I HAVE NOT SLUMBERED IDLY IN KEEPING THY COMMANDMENTS: IN THE FIRST SLEEP AND AT MIDNIGHT AND AT COCKCROW, THAT MINE EYES MAY BEHOLD THEE…). ALL THE NIGHT HAVE I LABOURED TO KEEP MINE HOUSE FROM ROBBERS, LEST IT BE BROKEN THROUGH. 147 MY LOINS HAVE I GIRT CLOSE WITH TRUTH AND BOUND MY SHOES ON MY FEET, THAT I MAY NEVER SEE THEM GAPING: MINE HANDS HAVE I PUT UNTO THE YOKED PLOUGH AND HAVE NOT TURNED AWAY BACKWARD, LEST MY FURROWS GO CROOKED. THE PLOUGH-LAND IS BECOME WHITE AND THE HARVEST IS COME, THAT I MAY RECEIVE MY WAGES. MY GARMENT THAT GROWETH OLD I HAVE WORN OUT, AND THE LABOUR THAT HATH BROUGHT ME UNTO REST HAVE I ACCOMPLISHED. I HAVE KEPT THE FIRST WATCH AND THE SECOND AND THE THIRD, THAT I MAY BEHOLD THY FACE AND ADORE THINE HOLY BRIGHTNESS. I HAVE ROOTED OUT THE WORST (PULLED DOWN MY BARNS, SYR.) AND LEFT THEM DESOLATE UPON EARTH, THAT I MAY BE FILLED FULL FROM THY TREASURES (GR. MSS. ADD: ALL MY SUBSTANCE HAVE I SOLD, THAT I MAY GAIN THEE THE PEARL). THE MOIST SPRING THAT WAS IN ME HAVE I DRIED UP, THAT I MAY LIVE AND REST BESIDE THINE INEXHAUSTIBLE SPRING (AL. AND SYR.: REST BESIDE THY LIVING SPRING). THE CAPTIVE WHOM THOU DIDST COMMIT TO ME I HAVE SLAIN, THAT HE WHICH IS SET FREE IN ME MAY NOT FALL FROM HIS CONFIDENCE. HIM THAT WAS INWARD HAVE I MADE OUTWARD AND THE OUTWARD [INWARD], AND ALL THY FULLNESS HATH BEEN FULFILLED IN ME. I HAVE NOT RETURNED UNTO THE THINGS THAT ARE BEHIND, BUT HAVE GONE FORWARD UNTO THE THINGS THAT ARE BEFORE, THAT I BECOME NOT A REPROACH. THE DEAD MAN HAVE I QUICKENED, AND THE LIVING ONE HAVE I OVERCOME, AND THAT WHICH WAS LACKING HAVE I FILLED UP (SYR. WRIGHT, NOT THE OLDER ONE, INSERTS NEGATIVES, ' NOT QUICKENED ', &C.), THAT I MAY RECEIVE THE CROWN OF VICTORY, AND THE POWER OF CHRIST MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED IN ME. I HAVE RECEIVED REPROACH UPON EARTH, BUT GIVE THOU ME THE RETURN AND THE RECOMPENSE IN THE HEAVENS. (U OMITS PRACTICALLY ALL THIS CHAPTER.) 148 LET NOT THE POWERS AND THE OFFICERS PERCEIVE ME, AND LET THEM NOT HAVE ANY THOUGHT CONCERNING ME; LET NOT THE PUBLICANS AND EXACTORS PLY THEIR CALLING UPON ME; LET NOT THE WEAK AND THE EVIL CRY OUT AGAINST ME THAT AM VALIANT AND HUMBLE, AND WHEN I AM BORNE UPWARD LET THEM NOT RISE UP TO STAND BEFORE ME, BY THY POWER, O JESU [S], WHICH SURROUNDETH ME AS A CROWN: FOR THEY DO FLEE AND HIDE THEMSELVES, THEY CANNOT LOOK ON THEE: BUT (FOR) SUDDENLY DO THEY FALL UPON THEM THAT ARE SUBJECT TO THEM, AND THE PORTION OF TILE SONS OF THE EVIL ONE DOTH ITSELF CRY OUT AND CONVICT THEM; AND IT IS NOT HID FROM THEM, NOR THEIR NATURE IS MADE KNOWN: THE CHILDREN OF THE EVIL ONE ARE SEPARATED OFF. DO THOU THEN GRANT ME, LORD, THAT I MAY PASS BY IN QUIETNESS AND JOY AND PEACE, AND PASS OVER AND STAND BEFORE THE JUDGE, AND LET NOT THE DEVIL (OR SLANDERER) LOOK UPON ME; LET HIS EYES BE BLINDED BY THY LIGHT WHICH THOU HAST MADE TO DWELL IN ME, CLOSE THOU UP (MUZZLE) HIS MOUTH: FOR HE HATH FOUND NOUGHT AGAINST ME. [WE REVERT TO U.] 149 AND HE SAID AGAIN UNTO THEM THAT WERE ABOUT HIM: [BELIEVE, THE OF GOD AND MY HIS SYR. IN GIVER I SERVANTS, HELPER LIFE BELIEVE PREACH; WHOM CHRIST JESUS PROCLAIM, CHILDREN.] BELIEVE IN THE SAVIOR OF THEM THAT HAVE LABOURED IN HIS SERVICE: FOR MY SOUL ALREADY FLOURISHETH BECAUSE MY TIME IS NEAR TO RECEIVE HIM; FOR HE BEING BEAUTIFUL DRAWETH ME ON ALWAYS TO SPEAK CONCERNING HIS BEAUTY, WHAT IT IS THOUGH I BE NOT ABLE AND SUFFICE NOT TO SPEAK IT WORTHILY: THOU THAT ART THE LIGHT (FEEDER, SYR.) OF MY POVERTY AND THE SUPPLIER OF MY DEFECTS AND NURTURER OF MY NEED: BE THOU WITH ME UNTIL I COME AND RECEIVE THEE FOR EVERMORE.
THE THIRTEENTH ACT: WHEREIN IUZANES RECEIVETH BAPTISM WITH THE REST
150 AND IUZANES THE YOUTH BESOUGHT THE APOSTLE, SAYING: I PRAY THEE, O MAN, APOSTLE OF GOD, SUFFER ME TO GO, AND I WILL PERSUADE THE GAOLER TO PERMIT THEE TO COME HOME WITH ME, THAT BY THEE I MAY RECEIVE THE SEAL, AND BECOME THY MINISTER AND A KEEPER OF THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE GOD WHOM THOU PREACHEST. FOR INDEED, FORMERLY I WALKED IN THOSE THINGS WHICH THOU TEACHEST, UNTIL MY FATHER COMPELLED ME AND JOINED ME UNTO A WIFE BY NAME MNESARA; FOR I AM IN MY ONE-AND-TWENTIETH YEAR, AND HAVE NOW BEEN SEVEN YEARS MARRIED, AND BEFORE I WAS JOINED IN MARRIAGE I KNEW NO OTHER WOMAN, WHEREFORE ALSO I WAS ACCOUNTED USELESS OF MY FATHER, NOR HAVE I EVER HAD SON OR DAUGHTER OF THIS WIFE AND ALSO MY WIFE HERSELF HATH LIVED WITH ME IN CHASTITY ALL THIS TIME, AND TO-DAY, IF SHE HAD BEEN IN HEALTH, AND HAD LISTENED TO THEE, I KNOW WELL THAT BOTH I SHOULD HAVE BEEN AT REST AND SHE WOULD HAVE RECEIVED ETERNAL LIFE; BUT SHE IS IN PERIL AND AFFLICTED WITH MUCH ILLNESS; I WILL THEREFORE PERSUADE THE KEEPER THAT HE PROMISE TO COME WITH ME, FOR I LIVE BY MYSELF: AND THOU SHALT ALSO HEAL THAT UNHAPPY ONE. AND JUDAS THE APOSTLE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], HEARING THIS, SAID TO IUZANES: IF THOU BELIEVEST, THOU SHALT SEE THE MARVELS OF GOD, AND HOW HE SAYETH HIS SERVANTS. 151 AND AS THEY SPAKE THUS TOGETHER, TERTIA AND MVGDONIA AND NARCIA STOOD AT THE DOOR OF THE PRISON, AND THEY GAVE THE GAOLER 363 STATERS OF SILVER AND ENTERED IN TO JUDAS; AND FOUND IUZANES AND SIPHOR AND HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER, AND ALL THE PRISONERS SITTING AND HEARING THE WORD. AND WHEN THEY STOOD BY HIM, HE SAID TO THEM: WHO HATH SUFFERED YOU TO COME UNTO US? AND WHO OPENED UNTO YOU THE SEALED DOOR THAT YE CAME FORTH? TERTIA SAITH UNTO HIM: DIDST NOT THOU OPEN THE DOOR FOR US AND TELL US TO COME INTO THE PRISON THAT WE MIGHT TAKE OUR BRETHREN THAT WERE THERE, AND THEN SHOULD THE LORD SHOW FORTH HIS GLORY IN US? AND WHEN WE CAME NEAR THE DOOR, I KNOW NOT HOW, THOU WAST PARTED FROM US AND HID THYSELF AND CAMEST HITHER BEFORE US WHERE ALSO WE HEARD THE NOISE OF THE DOOR, WHEN THOU DIDST SHUT US OUT. WE GAVE MONEY THEREFORE TO THE KEEPERS AND CAME IN AND LO, WE ARE HERE PRAYING THEE THAT WE MAY PERSUADE THEE AND LET THEE ESCAPE UNTIL THE KING'S WRATH AGAINST THEE SHALL CEASE. UNTO WHOM JUDAS SAID: TELL US FIRST OF ALL HOW YE WERE SHUT UP. 152 AND SHE SAITH TO HIM: THOU WAST WITH US, AND DIDST NEVER LEAVE US FOR ONE HOUR, AND ASKEST THOU HOW WE WERE SHUT UP? BUT IF THOU [SEXLESSLY] DESIREST TO HEAR, HEAR. THE KING MISDAEUS SENT FOR ME AND SAID UNTO ME: NOT YET HATH THAT SORCERCR PREVAILED OVER THEE, FOR, AS I HEAR, HE BEWITCHETH MEN WITH OIL AND WATER AND BREAD, AND HATH NOT YET BEWITCHED THEE; BUT OBEY THOU ME, FOR IF NOT, I WILL IMPRISON THEE AND WEAR THEE OUT, AND HIM I WILL DESTROY; FOR I KNOW THAT IF HE HATH NOT YET GIVEN THEE OIL AND WATER AND BREAD, HE HATH NOT PREVAILED TO GET POWER OVER THEE. AND I SAID UNTO HIM: OVER MY BODY THOU HAST AUTHORITY, AND DO THOU ALL THAT THOU WILT; BUT MY SOUL I WILL NOT LET PERISH WITH THEE. AND HEARING THAT HE SHUT ME UP IN A CHAMBER (BENEATH HIS DINING-HALL, SYR.): AND CHARISIUS BROUGHT MYGDONIA AND SHUT HER UP WITH ME: AND THOU BROUGHTEST US OUT AND DIDST BRING US EVEN HITHER; BUT GIVE THOU US THE SEAL QUICKLY, THAT THE HOPE OF MISDACUS WHO COUNSELLETH THUS MAY BE CUT OFF. 153 AND WHEN THE APOSTLE HEARD THIS, HE SAID: GLORY BE TO THEE, O JESU [S] OF MANY FORMS, GLORY TO THEE THAT APPEAREST IN THE GUISE OF OUR POOR MANHOOD: GLORY TO THEE THAT ENCOURAGEST US AND MAKEST US STRONG AND GIVEST GRACE AND CONSOLEST AND STANDEST BY US IN ALL PERILS, AND STRENGTHENEST OUR WEAKNESS. AND AS HE THUS SPAKE, THE GAOLER CAME AND SAID: PUT OUT THE LAMPS, LEST ANY ACCUSE YOU UNTO THE KING. AND THEN THEY EXTINGUISHED THE LAMPS, AND TURNED TO SLEEP; BUT THE APOSTLE SPAKE UNTO THE LORD: IT IS THE TIME NOW, O JESU [S], FOR THEE TO MAKE HASTE; FOR, LO THE CHILDREN OF DARKNESS SIT (MAKE US TO SIT, SYR.) IN THEIR OWN DARKNESS, DO THOU THEREFORE ENLIGHTEN US WITH THE LIGHT OF THY NATURE. AND ON A SUDDEN THE WHOLE PRISON WAS LIGHT AS THE DAY: AND WHILE ALL THEY THAT WERE IN THE PRISON SLEPT A DEEP SLEEP, THEY ONLY THAT HAD BELIEVED IN THE LORD CONTINUED WAKING. 154 JUDAS THEREFORE SAITH TO IUZANES: GO THOU BEFORE AND MAKE READY THE THINGS FOR OUR NEED. IUZANES THEREFORE SAITH: AND WHO WILL OPEN ME THE DOORS OF THE PRISON? FOR THE GAOLERS SHUT THEM AND ARE GONE TO SLEEP. AND JUDAS SAITH: BELIEVE IN JESUS, AND THOU SHALT FIND THE DOORS OPEN. AND WHEN HE WENT FORTH AND DEPARTED FROM THEM, ALL THE REST FOLLOWED AFTER HIM. AND AS IUZANES WAS GONE ON BEFORE, MNESARA HIS WIFE MET HIM COMING UNTO THE PRISON. AND SHE KNEW HIM AND SAID: MY BROTHER IUZANES, IS IT THOU? AND HE SAITH, YEA, AND ART THOU MNESARA? AND SHE SAITH YEA. IUZANES SAID UNTO HER; WHITHER WALKEST THOU, ESPECIALLY AT SO UNTIMELY AN HOUR? AND HOW WAST THOU ABLE TO RISE UP? AND SHE SAID: THIS YOUTH LAID HIS HAND ON ME AND RAISED ME UP, AND IN A DREAM, I SAY THAT I SHOULD GO WHERE THE STRANGER SITTETH, AND BECOME PERFECTLY WHOLE. IUZANES SAITH TO HER: WHAT YOUTH IS WITH THEE? AND SHE SAID: SEEST THOU NOT HIM THAT IS ON MY RIGHT HAND, LEADING ME BY THE HAND? 155 AND WHILE THEY SPAKE TOGETHER THUS, JUDAS, WITH SIPHOR AND HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER AND TERTIA AND MYGDONIA AND NARCIA CAME UNTO IUZANES' HOUSE. AND MNESARA THE WIFE OF IUZANES SEEING HIM DID REVERENCE AND SAID: ART THOU COME THAT SAYEDST US FROM THE SORE DISEASE? THOU ART HE WHOM I SAW IN THE NIGHT DELIVERING UNTO ME THIS YOUTH TO BRING ME TO THE PRISON. BUT THY GOODNESS SUFFERED ME NOT TO GROW WEARY, BUT THOU THYSELF ART COME UNTO ME. AND SO, SAYING SHE TURNED ABOUT AND SAW THE YOUTH NO MORE; AND FINDING HIM NOT, SHE SAITH TO THE APOSTLE: I AM NOT ABLE TO WALK ALONE: FOR THE YOUTH WHOM THOU GAVEST ME IS NOT HERE. AND JUDAS SAID: JESUS WILL HENCEFORTH LEAD THEE. AND THEREAFTER SHE CAME RUNNING UNTO HIM. AND WHEN THEY ENTERED INTO THE HOUSE OF IUZANES THE SON OF MISDAEUS THE KING THOUGH IT WAS YET NIGHT, A GREAT LIGHT SHINED AND WAS SHED ABOUT THEM. 156 AND THEN JUDAS BEGAN TO PRAY AND TO SPEAK THUS: O COMPANION AND DEFENDER (ALLY) AND HOPE OF THE WEAK AND CONFIDENCE OF THE POOR: REFUGE AND LODGING OF THE WEARY: VOICE THAT CAME FORTH OF THE HEIGHT (SLEEP, GR.): COMFORTER DWELLING IN THE MIDST: PORT AND HARBOUR OF THEM THAT PASS THROUGH THE REGIONS OF THE RULERS: PHYSICIAN THAT HEALEST WITHOUT PAYMENT: WHO AMONG MEN WAST CRUCIFIED FOR MANY: WHO DIDST GO DOWN INTO HELL WITH GREAT MIGHT: THE SIGHT OF WHOM THE PRINCES OF DEATH ENDURED NOT; AND THOU CAMEST UP WITH GREAT GLORY, AND GATHERING ALL THEM THAT FLED UNTO THEE DIDST PREPARE A WAY, AND IN THY FOOTSTEPS ALL THEY JOURNEYED WHOM THOU DIDST REDEEM; AND THOU BROUGHTEST THEM INTO THINE OWN FOLD AND DIDST JOIN THEM WITH THY SHEEP: SON OF MERCY, THE SON THAT FOR [SEXLESS] LOVE OF MAN WAST SENT UNTO US FROM THE PERFECT COUNTRY (FATHERLAND) THAT IS ABOVE, THE LORD OF ALL POSSESSIONS (UNDEFILED [SEXLESS] POSSESSIONS, SYR.): THAT SERVEST THY SERVANTS THAT THEY MAY LIVE: THAT FILLEST CREATION WITH THINE OWN RICHES: THE POOR, THAT WAST IN NEED AND DIDST HUNGER FORTY DAYS: THAT SATISFIEST THIRSTY SOULS WITH THINE OWN GOOD THINGS; BE THOU WITH IUZANES THE SON OF MISDAEUS AND WITH TERTIA AND MNESARA, AND GATHER THEM INTO THY FOLD AND MINGLE THEM WITH THY NUMBER; BE UNTO THEM A GUIDE IN THE LAND OF [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]: BE UNTO THEM A PHYSICIAN IN THE LAND OF SICKNESS: BE UNTO THEM A REST IN THE LAND OF THE WEARY: SANCTIFY THEM IN A [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED LAND: BE THEIR PHYSICIAN BOTH OF BODIES AND SOULS: MAKE THEM HOLY TEMPLES OF THEE, AND LET THINE HOLY SPIRIT DWELL IN THEM. 157 HAVING THUS PRAYED OVER THEM, THE APOSTLE SAID UNTO MYGDONIA: UNCLOTHE THY SISTERS. AND SHE TOOK OFF THEIR CLOTHES AND GIRDED THEM WITH GIRDLES AND BROUGHT THEM: BUT IUZANES HAD FIRST GONE BEFORE, AND THEY CAME AFTER HIM; AND THE APOSTLE TOOK OIL IN A CUP OF SILVER AND SPAKE THUS OVER IT: FRUIT MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN ALL OTHER FRUITS, UNTO WHICH NONE OTHER WHATSOEVER MAY BE COMPARED: ALTOGETHER MERCIFUL: FERVENT WITH THE FORCE OF THE WORD: POWER OF THE TREE WHICH MEN PUTTING UPON THEM OVERCOME THEIR ADVERSARIES: CROWNER OF THE CONQUERORS: HELP (SYMBOL) AND JOY OF THE SICK: THAT DIDST ANNOUNCE UNTO MEN THEIR SALVATION THAT SHOWEST LIGHT TO THEM THAT ARE IN DARKNESS; WHOSE LEAF IS BITTER, BUT IN THY MOST SWEET FRUIT THOU ART FAIR, THAT ART ROUGH TO THE SIGHT BUT SOFT TO THE TASTE; SEEMING TO BE WEAK, BUT IN THE GREATNESS OF THY STRENGTH ABLE TO BEAR THE POWER THAT BEHOLDETH ALL THINGS. HAVING THUS SAID [A CORRUPT WORD FOLLOWS]: JESU [S]: LET HIS VICTORIOUS MIGHT COME AND BE ESTABLISHED IN THIS OIL, LIKE AS IT WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE TREE (WOOD) THAT WAS ITS KIN, EVEN HIS MIGHT AT THAT TIME, WHEREOF THEY THAT CRUCIFIED THEE COULD NOT ENDURE THE WORD: LET THE GIFT ALSO COME WHEREBY BREATHING UPON HIS (THINE) ENEMIES THOU DIDST CAUSE THEM TO GO BACKWARD AND FALL HEADLONG AND LET IT REST ON THIS OIL, WHEREUPON WE INVOKE THINE HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND HAVING THUS SAID, HE POURED IT FIRST UPON THE HEAD OF IUZANES AND THEN UPON THE WOMEN'S HEADS, SAYING: IN THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], O JESU [S] CHRIST, LET IT BE UNTO THESE SOULS FOR REMISSION OF [SEXUAL] SINS AND FOR TURNING BACK OF THE ADVERSARY AND FOR SALVATION OF THEIR SOULS. AND HE COMMANDED MYGDONIA TO ANOINT THEM BUT HE HIMSELF ANOINTED IUZANES. AND HAVING ANOINTED THEM HE LED THEM DOWN INTO THE WATER IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS] AND THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN]. 158 AND WHEN THEY WERE COME UP, HE TOOK BREAD AND A CUP, AND BLESSED IT AND SAID: THINE HOLY BODY WHICH WAS CRUCIFIED FOR US DO WE EAT, AND THY BLOOD THAT WAS SHED FOR US UNTO SALVATION DO WE DRINK; LET THEREFORE THY BODY BE UNTO US SALVATION AND THY BLOOD FOR REMISSION OF [SEXUAL] SINS. AND FOR THE GALL WHICH THOU DIDST DRINK FOR OUR SAKES LET THE GALL OF THE DEVIL BE REMOVED FROM US: AND FOR THE VINEGAR WHICH THOU HAST DRUNK FOR US, LET OUR WEAKNESS BE MADE STRONG: AND FOR THE SPITTING WHICH THOU DIDST RECEIVE FOR US, LET US RECEIVE THE DEW OF THY GOODNESS: AND BY (OR FOR) THE REED WHEREWITH THEY SMOTE THEE FOR US, LET US RECEIVE THE PERFECT HOUSE: AND WHEREAS THOU RECEIVEDST A CROWN OF THORNS FOR OUR SAKE, LET US THAT HAVE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED THEE PUT ON A CROWN THAT FADETH NOT AWAY; AND FOR THE LINEN CLOTH WHEREIN THOU WAST WRAPPED, LET US ALSO BE GIRT ABOUT WITH THY POWER THAT IS NOT VANQUISHED AND FOR THE NEW TOMB AND THE BURIAL LET US RECEIVE RENEWING OF SOUL AND BODY: AND FOR THAT THOU DIDST RISE UP AND REVIVE, LET US REVIVE AND LIVE AND STAND BEFORE THEE IN RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENT. AND HE, BRAKE AND GAVE THE EUCHARIST UNTO IUZANES AND TERTIA AND MNESARA AND THE WIFE AND DAUGHTER OF SIPHOR AND SAID: LET THIS EUCHARIST BE UNTO YOU FOR SALVATION AND JOY AND HEALTH OF YOUR SOULS. AND THEY SAID: AMEN. AND A VOICE WAS HEARD, SAYING: AMEN: FEAR YE NOT, BUT ONLY BELIEVE. [THE MARTYRDOM HERE WE REVERT TO THE TEXT OF P AND ITS COMPANIONS.] 159 AND AFTER THESE THINGS JUDAS DEPARTED TO BE IMPRISONED. AND TERTIA WITH MYGDONIA AND NARCIA ALSO WENT TO BE IMPRISONED. AND THE APOSTLE THOMAS SAID UNTO THEM -THE MULTITUDE OF THEM THAT HAD BELIEVED BEING PRESENT: DAUGHTERS AND SISTERS AND FELLOW-SERVANTS WHICH HAVE BELIEVED IN MY LORD AND GOD, MINISTERS OF MY JESUS, HEARKEN TO ME THIS DAY: FOR I DO DELIVER MY WORD UNTO YOU, AND I SHALL NO MORE SPEAK WITH YOU IN THIS FLESH NOR IN THIS WORLD; FOR I GO UP UNTO MY LORD AND GOD JESUS CHRIST, UNTO HIM THAT SOLD ME, UNTO THAT LORD THAT HUMBLED HIMSELF EVEN UNTO ME THE LITTLE, AND BROUGHT ME UP UNTO ETERNAL GREATNESS, THAT VOUCHSAFED TO ME TO BECOME HIS SERVANT IN TRUTH AND STEADFASTNESS: UNTO HIM DO I DEPART, KNOWING THAT THE TIME IS FULFILLED, AND THE DAY APPOINTED HATH DRAWN NEAR FOR ME TO GO AND RECEIVE MY RECOMPENSE FROM MY LORD AND GOD: FOR MY RECOMPENSER IS RIGHTEOUS, WHO KNOWETH ME, HOW I OUGHT TO RECEIVE MY REWARD; FOR HE IS NOT GRUDGING NOR ENVIOUS, BUT IS RICH IN HIS GIFTS, HE IS NOT A [SEXUAL] LOVER OF CRAFT (OT SPARING) IN THAT HE GIVETH, FOR HE HATH CONFIDENCE IN HIS POSSESSIONS WHICH CANNOT FAIL. 160 I AM NOT JESUS, BUT I AM HIS SERVANT: I AM NOT CHRIST, BUT I AM HIS MINISTER; I AM NOT THE SON OF GOD, BUT I PRAY TO BECOME WORTHY OF GOD. CONTINUE YE IN THE FAITH OF CHRIST: CONTINUE IN THE HOPE OF THE SON OF GOD: FAINT NOT AT AFFLICTION, NEITHER BE DIVIDED IN MIND IF YE SEE ME MOCKED OR THAT I AM SHUT UP IN PRISON [OR SYR. DIE,]; FOR I DO ACCOMPLISH HIS WILL. FOR IF I HAD WILLED NOT TO DIE, I KNOW IN CHRIST THAT I AM ABLE THERETO: BUT THIS WHICH IS CALLED DEATH, IS NOT DEATH, BUT A SETTING FREE FROM THE BODY; WHEREFORE I RECEIVE GLADLY THIS SETTING FREE FROM THE BODY, THAT I MAY DEPART AND SEE HIM THAT IS BEAUTIFUL AND FULL OF MERCY, HIM THAT IS TO BE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED: FOR I HAVE ENDURED MUCH TOIL IN HIS SERVICE, AND HAVE LABOURED FOR HIS GRACE THAT IS COME UPON ME, WHICH DEPARTETH NOT FROM ME. LET NOT SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], THEN, ENTER YOU BY STEALTH AND CATCH AWAY YOUR THOUGHTS: LET THERE BE IN YOU NO PLACE FOR HIM: FOR HE IS MIGHTY WHOM YE HAVE RECEIVED. LOOK FOR THE COMING OF CHRIST, FOR HE SHALL COME AND RECEIVE YOU, AND THIS IS HE WHOM YE SHALL SEE WHEN HE COMETH. 161 WHEN THE APOSTLE HAD ENDED THESE SAYINGS, THEY WENT INTO THE HOUSE, AND THE APOSTLE THOMAS SAID: SAVIOR THAT DIDST SUFFER MANY THINGS FOR US, LET THESE DOORS BE AS THEY WERE AND LET SEALS BE SET ON THEM. AND HE LEFT THEM AND WENT TO BE IMPRISONED: AND THEY WEPT AND WERE IN HEAVINESS, FOR THEY KNEW THAT MISDAEUS WOULD SLAY HIM (NOT KNOWING THAT, M. WOULD RELEASE HIM, P.). 162 AND THE APOSTLE FOUND THE KEEPERS WRANGLING AND SAYING: WHEREIN HAVE WE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST THIS [PERMISSIBLE] WIZARD? FOR BY HIS ART MAGIC HE HATH OPENED THE DOORS AND WOULD HAVE HAD ALL THE PRISONERS ESCAPE: BUT LET US GO AND REPORT IT UNTO THE KING, AND TELL HIM CONCERNING HIS WIFE AND HIS SON. AND AS THEY DISPUTED THUS, THOMAS HELD HIS PEACE. THEY ROSE UP EARLY, THEREFORE, AND WENT UNTO THE KING AND SAID UNTO HIM: OUR LORD AND KING, DO THOU TAKE AWAY THAT SORCERER AND CAUSE HIM TO BE SHUT UP ELSEWHERE, FOR WE ARE NOT ABLE TO KEEP HIM; FOR EXCEPT THY GOOD FORTUNE HAD KEPT THE PRISON, ALL THE CONDEMNED PERSONS WOULD HAVE ESCAPED FOR NOW THIS SECOND TIME HAVE WE FOUND THE DOORS OPEN: AND ALSO THY WIFE, O KING, AND THY SON AND THE REST DEPART NOT FROM HIM. AND THE KING, HEARING THAT, WENT, AND FOUND THE SEALS THAT WERE SET ON THE DOORS WHOLE; AND HE TOOK NOTE OF THE DOORS ALSO, AND SAID TO THE KEEPERS: WHEREFORE LIE YE? FOR THE SEALS ARE WHOLE. HOW SAID YE THAT TERTIA AND MYGDONIA COME UNTO HIM INTO THE PRISON? AND THE KEEPERS SAID: WE HAVE TOLD THEE THE TRUTH. 163 AND MISDAEUS WENT TO THE PRISON AND TOOK HIS SEAT, AND SENT FOR THE APOSTLE THOMAS AND STRIPPED HIM (AND GIRDED HIM WITH A GIRDLE) AND SET HIM BEFORE HIM AND SAITH UNTO HIM: ART THOU BOND OR FREE? THOMAS SAID: I AM THE BONDSMAN OF ONE ONLY, OVER WHOM THOU HAST NO AUTHORITY. AND MISDAEUS SAITH TO HIM: HOW DIDST THOU RUN AWAY AND COME INTO THIS COUNTRY? AND THOMAS SAID: I WAS SOLD HITHER BY MY MASTER, THAT I MIGHT SAVE MANY, AND BY THY HANDS DEPART OUT OF THIS WORLD. AND MISDAEUS SAID: WHO IS THY LORD? AND WHAT IS HIS [PERSONAL] NAME? [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND OF WHAT COUNTRY IS HE? AND THOMAS SAID: MY LORD IS THY MASTER AND HE IS LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. AND MISDAEUS SAITH: WHAT IS HIS [PERSONAL] NAME? [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THOMAS SAITH: THOU CANST NOT HEAR HIS TRUE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AT THIS TIME: BUT THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT WAS GIVEN UNTO HIM IS JESUS CHRIST. AND MISDAEUS SAITH UNTO HIM: I HAVE NOT MADE HASTE TO DESTROY THEE, BUT HAVE HAD LONG PATIENCE WITH THEE: BUT THOU HAST ADDED UNTO THINE EVIL [SEXUAL] DEEDS, AND THY SORCERIES ARE DISPERSED ABROAD AND HEARD OF THROUGHOUT ALL THE COUNTRY: BUT THIS I DO THAT THY SORCERIES MAY DEPART WITH THEE, AND OUR LAND BE CLEANSED FROM THEM. THOMAS SAITH UNTO HIM; THESE SORCERIES DEPART [NOT, SYR.] WITH ME WHEN I SET FORTH HENCE, AND KNOW THOU THIS THAT I [THEY, SYR.] SHALL NEVER FORSAKE THEM THAT ARE HERE. 164 WHEN THE APOSTLE HAD SAID THESE THINGS, MISDAEUS CONSIDERED HOW HE SHOULD PUT HIM TO DEATH; FOR HE WAS AFRAID BECAUSE OF THE MUCH PEOPLE THAT WERE SUBJECT UNTO HIM, FOR MANY ALSO OF THE NOBLES AND OF THEM THAT WERE IN AUTHORITY BELIEVED ON HIM. HE TOOK HIM THEREFORE AND WENT FORTH OUT OF THE CITY; AND ARMED SOLDIERS ALSO WENT WITH HIM. AND THE PEOPLE SUPPOSED THAT THE KING [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO LEARN SOMEWHAT OF HIM, AND THEY STOOD STILL AND GAVE HEED. AND WHEN THEY HAD WALKED ONE MILE, HE DELIVERED HIM UNTO FOUR SOLDIERS AND AN OFFICER, AND COMMANDED THEM TO TAKE HIM INTO THE MOUNTAIN AND THERE PIERCE HIM WITH SPEARS AND PUT AN END TO HIM, AND RETURN AGAIN TO THE CITY. AND SAYING THUS UNTO THE SOLDIERS, HE HIMSELF ALSO RETURNED UNTO THE CITY. 165 BUT THE MEN RAN AFTER THOMAS, DESIRING TO DELIVER HIM FROM DEATH. AND TWO SOLDIERS WENT AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE APOSTLE AND TWO ON HIS LEFT, HOLDING SPEARS, AND THE OFFICER HELD HIS HAND AND SUPPORTED HIM. AND THE APOSTLE THOMAS SAID: O THE HIDDEN MYSTERIES WHICH EVEN UNTIL OUR DEPARTURE, IS ACCOMPLISHED IN US! O RICHES OF HIS GLORY, WHO WILL NOT SUFFER US TO BE SWALLOWED UP IN THIS [SEXUAL] PASSION OF THE BODY! FOUR ARE THEY THAT CAST ME DOWN, FOR OF FOUR AM I MADE; AND ONE IS HE THAT DRAWETH ME, FOR OF ONE I AM, AND UNTO HIM I GO. AND THIS I NOW UNDERSTAND, THAT MY LORD AND GOD JESUS CHRIST BEING OF ONE WAS PIERCED BY ONE, BUT I, WHICH AM OF FOUR, AM PIERCED BY FOUR. 166 AND BEING COME UP INTO THE MOUNTAIN UNTO THE PLACE WHERE HE WAS TO BE SLAIN, HE SAID UNTO THEM THAT HELD HIM, AND TO THE REST: BRETHREN, HEARKEN UNTO ME NOW AT THE LAST; FOR I AM COME TO MY DEPARTURE OUT OF THE BODY. LET NOT THEN THE EYES OF YOUR HEART BE BLINDED, NOR YOUR EARS BE MADE DEAF. BELIEVE ON THE GOD WHOM I PREACH, AND BE NOT GUIDES UNTO YOURSELVES IN THE HARDNESS OF YOUR HEART, BUT WALK IN ALL YOUR LIBERTY, AND IN THE GLORY THAT IS TOWARD MEN, AND THE LIFE THAT IS TOWARD GOD. 167 AND HE SAID UNTO IUZANES: THOU SON (TO THE SON, P) OF THE (EARTHLY) KING MISDAEUS AND MINISTER (TO THE MINISTER) OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST: GIVE UNTO THE SERVANTS OF MISDAEUS THEIR PRICE THAT THEY MAY SUFFER ME TO GO AND PRAY. AND IUZANES PERSUADED THE SOLDIERS TO LET HIM PRAY. AND THE BLESSED THOMAS WENT TO PRAY, AND KNEELED DOWN, AND ROSE UP AND STRETCHED FORTH HIS HANDS UNTO HEAVEN, AND SPAKE THUS: 
[HERE P AND THE REST GIVE - RIGHTLY - THE PRAYER OF CC. 144-8. U AND ITS COMPANIONS GIVE THE FOLLOWING: HE TURNED TO HIS PRAYER; AND IT WAS THIS: MY LORD AND MY GOD, AND HOPE AND REDEEMER AND LEADER AND GUIDE IN ALL COUNTRIES, BE THOU WITH ALL THEM THAT SERVE THEE, AND GUIDE ME THIS DAY AS I COME UNTO THEE. LET NOT ANY TAKE MY SOUL WHICH I HAVE COMMITTED UNTO THEE: LET NOT THE PUBLICANS SEE ME, AND LET NOT THE EXACTORS ACCUSE ME FALSELY (PLAY THE SYCOPHANT WITH ME). LET NOT THE SERPENT SEE ME, AND LET NOT THE CHILDREN OF THE DRAGON HISS AT ME. BEHOLD, LORD, I HAVE ACCOMPLISHED THY WORK AND PERFECTED THY COMMANDMENT. I HAVE BECOME A BONDMAN; THEREFORE TO-DAY DO I RECEIVE FREEDOM. DO THOU THEREFORE GIVE ME THIS AND PERFECT ME: AND THIS I SAY, NOT FOR THAT I DOUBT, BUT THAT THEY MAY HEAR FOR WHOM IT IS NEEDFUL, TO HEAR.] 
168 AND WHEN HE HAD THUS PRAYED, HE SAID UNTO THE SOLDIERS: COME HITHER AND ACCOMPLISH THE COMMANDMENTS OF HIM THAT SENT YOU. AND THE FOUR CAME AND PIERCED HIM WITH THEIR SPEARS, AND HE FELL DOWN AND DIED. AND ALL THE BRETHREN WEPT; AND THEY BROUGHT BEAUTIFUL ROBES AND MUCH AND FAIR LINEN, AND BURIED HIM IN A ROYAL SEPULCHER WHEREIN THE FORMER (FIRST) KINGS WERE LAID. 169 BUT SIPHOR AND IUZANES WOULD NOT GO DOWN TO THE CITY, BUT CONTINUED SITTING BY HIM ALL THE DAY. AND THE APOSTLE THOMAS APPEARED UNTO THEM AND SAID: WHY SIT YE HERE AND KEEP WATCH OVER ME? I AM NOT HERE, BUT I HAVE GONE UP AND RECEIVED ALL THAT I WAS PROMISED. BUT RISE UP AND GO DOWN HENCE; FOR AFTER A LITTLE TIME YE ALSO SHALL BE GATHERED UNTO ME. BUT MISDAEUS AND CHARISIUS TOOK AWAY MYGDONIA AND TERTIA AND AFFLICTED THEM SORELY: HOWBEIT THEY CONSENTED NOT UNTO THEIR WILL. AND THE APOSTLE APPEARED UNTO THEM AND SAID: BE NOT DECEIVED: JESUS THE HOLY, THE LIVING ONE, SHALL QUICKLY SEND HELP UNTO YOU. AND MISDAEUS AND CHARISIUS, WHEN THEY PERCEIVED THAT MYGDONIA AND TERTIA OBEYED THEM NOT, SUFFERED THEM TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN [SEXLESS] DESIRE. AND THE BRETHREN GATHERED TOGETHER AND REJOICED IN THE GRACE OF THE HOLY GHOST: NOW THE APOSTLE THOMAS WHEN HE DEPARTED OUT OF THE WORLD MADE SIPHOR A PRESBYTER AND IUZANES A DEACON, WHEN HE WENT UP INTO THE MOUNTAIN TO DIE. AND THE LORD WROUGHT WITH THEM, AND MANY WERE ADDED UNTO THE FAITH. 170 NOW IT CAME TO PASS AFTER A LONG TIME THAT ONE OF THE CHILDREN OF MISDAEUS THE KING WAS SMITTEN BY A DEVIL, AND NO MAN COULD CURE HIM, FOR THE DEVIL WAS EXCEEDING FIERCE. AND MISDAEUS THE KING TOOK THOUGHT AND SAD: I WILL GO AND OPEN THE SEPULCHRE, AND TAKE A BONE OF THE APOSTLE OF GOD AND HANG IT UPON MY SON AND HE SHALL BE HEALED. BUT WHILE MISDAEUS THOUGHT UPON THIS, THE APOSTLE THOMAS APPEARED TO HIM AND SAID UNTO HIM: THOU BELIEVEDST NOT ON A LIVING MAN, AND WILT THOU BELIEVE ON THE DEAD? YET FEAR NOT, FOR MY LORD JESUS CHRIST HATH COMPASSION ON THEE AND PITIETH THEE OF HIS GOODNESS. AND HE WENT AND OPENED THE SEPULCHRE, BUT FOUND NOT THE APOSTLE THERE, FOR ONE OF THE BRETHREN HAD STOLEN HIM AWAY AND TAKEN HIM UNTO MESOPOTAMIA; BUT FROM THAT PLACE WHERE THE BONES OF THE APOSTLE HAD LAIN MISDAEUS TOOK DUST AND PUT IT ABOUT HIS SON'S NECK, SAYING: I BELIEVE ON THEE, JESU [S] CHRIST, NOW THAT HE HATH LEFT ME WHICH TROUBLETH MEN AND OPPOSETH THEM LEST THEY SHOULD SEE THEE. AND WHEN HE HAD HUNG IT UPON HIS SON, THE LAD BECAME WHOLE. MISDAEUS THE KING THEREFORE WAS ALSO GATHERED AMONG THE BRETHREN, AND BOWED HIS HEAD UNDER THE HANDS OF SIPHOR THE PRIEST; AND SIPHOR SAID UNTO THE BRETHREN: PRAY YE FOR MISDAEUS THE KING, THAT HE MAY OBTAIN MERCY OF JESUS CHRIST, AND THAT HE MAY NO MORE REMEMBER EVIL AGAINST HIM. THEY ALL THEREFORE, WITH ONE ACCORD REJOICING, MADE PRAYER FOR HIM, AND THE LORD THAT [SEXLESSLY] LOVETH MEN, THE KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS, GRANTED MISDAEUS ALSO TO HAVE HOPE IN HIM, AND HE WAS GATHERED WITH THE MULTITUDE OF THEM THAT HAD BELIEVED IN CHRIST, GLORIFYING THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS] AND THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN], WHOSE IS POWER AND ADORATION, NOW AND FOR EVER AND WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN. [U (AND SYR.) ENDS: THE ACTS OF JUDAS THOMAS THE APOSTLE IS COMPLETED, WHICH HE DID IN INDIA, FULFILLING THE COMMANDMENT OF HIM THAT SENT HIM. UNTO WHOM BE GLORY, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN.]
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THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES. BOOK I.
BEGINNING WITH THE GENERATION FIRST OF MORTAL MEN DOWN TO THE VERY LAST I'LL PROPHESY EACH THING: WHAT HAS BEEN, AND WHAT IS NOW, AND WHAT SHALL YET BEFALL 5 THE WORLD THROUGH THE IMPIETY OF MEN. FIRST NOW GOD URGES ON ME TO RELATE TRULY HOW INTO BEING CAME THE WORLD. AND THOU, SHREWD MORTAL, PRUDENTLY MAKE KNOWN, LEST EVER THOU SHOULD'ST MY COMMANDS NEGLECT, 10 THE KING MOST HIGH [JEHOVAH], WHO BROUGHT INTO EXISTENCE THE WHOLE WORLD, SAYING, "LET THERE BE," AND THERE WAS. FOR HE THE EARTH ESTABLISHED, PLACING IT ROUND ABOUT TARTARUS, AND HE HIMSELF [1. THIS BOOK APPEARS TO BE ONE OF THE LATEST IN COMPOSITION OF THIS ENTIRE COLLECTION OF ORACLES, BUT IT WAS PLACED FIRST ON ACCOUNT OF ITS CONTENTS, WHICH RELATE TO THE CREATION AND THE EARLIEST RACES OF MANKIND. IT IS EVIDENTLY OF CHRISTIAN ORIGIN, AND WAS WRITTEN PROBABLY AS LATE AS THE THIRD CENTURY. 13. TARTARTUS, THE PRISON OF THE TITANS, IS HERE CONCEIVED AS ENCOMPASSED BY THE EARTH AND FORMING ITS INTERIOR. HESIOD (THEOG., 720, FF) REPRESENTS IT AS SURROUNDED BY A BRAZEN FENCE AND SITUATED AS FAR BENEATH THE EARTH AS EARTH IS BENEATH THE HEAVEN; IT WOULD REQUIRE NINE DAYS AND NIGHTS, HE SAYS, FOR AN ANVIL TO FALL FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH, AND AS MANY MORE FOR IT TO FALL FROM EARTH TO TARTARUS. COMP. HOMER, IL., VIII, 13-16. VERG., AEN., VI, 577-581. IT WILL BE SEEN IN LINE 127 AND ELSEWHERE THAT GEHENNA IS REGARDED AS A PART OF TARTARUS OR IDENTICAL WITH IT, WHILE HADES (LINE 106) COMPREHENDS THE ABODE OF ALL THE DEAD.] (1-10.) {P. 16}
GAVE THE SWEET LIGHT; HE RAISED THE HEAVEN ON HIGH, 15 SPREAD OUT THE GLEAMING SEA, AND CROWNED THE SKY WITH AN ABUNDANCE OF BRIGHT-SHINING STARS, AND DECKED THE EARTH WITH PLANTS, AND MINGLED SEA WITH RIVERS, AND THE AIR WITH ZEPHYRS MIXED AND WATERY CLOUDS; AND THEN, ANOTHER RACE 20 APPOINTING, HE GAVE FISHES TO THE SEAS AND BIRDS UNTO THE WINDS, AND TO THE WOODS THE BEASTS OF SHAGGY NECK, AND SNAKES THAT CRAWL, AND ALL THINGS WHICH NOW ON THE EARTH APPEAR. THESE BY HIS WORD HE MADE, AND EVERY THING 25 WAS SPEEDILY AND WITH PRECISION DONE; FOR HE WAS SELF-CAUSED AND FROM HEAVEN LOOKED DOWN AND FINISHED WAS THE WORLD EXCEEDING WELL. AND THEN THEREAFTER FASHIONED HE AGAIN A LIVING PRODUCT, COPYING A NEW MAN 30 FROM HIS OWN [SEXLESS] IMAGE, BEAUTIFUL, DIVINE, AND BADE HIM IN AMBROSIAL GARDEN DWELL, THAT LABORS BEAUTIFUL MIGHT BE HIS CARE. BUT IN THAT FERTILE FIELD OF PARADISE HE LONGED FOR CONVERSATION, BEING ALONE, 35 AND PRAYED THAT HE MIGHT SEE ANOTHER FORM SUCH AS HE HAD. AND FORTHWITH, FROM MAN'S SIDE TAKING A BONE, GOD HIMSELF MADE FAIR EVE, A WEDDED SPOUSE, AND IN THAT PARADISE GAVE HER TO DWELL WITH HIM. AND, WHEN HE GAZED 40 UPON HER, ON A SUDDEN FILLED WITH JOY GREAT ADMIRATION HELD HIS SOUL, HE SAW A PATTERN SO EXACT; AND WITH WISE WORDS SPONTANEOUS FLOWING ANSWERED HE IN TURN FOR GOD HAD CARE FOR ALL THINGS. FOR THE MIND 45 THEY DARKENED NOT WITH [SEXUAL] PASSION, NOR CONCEALED THEIR NAKEDNESS [IF YOU CONCEAL YOUR NAKEDNESS, THIS MEANS A MALE IS SEXUALLY EVIL & A FEMALE IS TEMPTING EVIL IN MATTHEW 5:16 FOR IN THE LIGHT ALL THINGS UNDEFILED ARE REVEALED IN HEBREWS 4:13 & JAMES 1:17], BUT WITH HEARTS FAR FROM EVIL (11-36.) {P. 17}
EVEN LIKE WILD BEASTS THEY WALKED WITH LIMBS EXPOSED. AND AFTERWARDS DELIVERING THEM COMMANDS GOD SHOWED THEM NOT TO TOUCH A CERTAIN TREE; 50 BUT THE DREAD SERPENT DREW THEM OFF BY GUILE TO GO AWAY UNTO THE FATE OF DEATH AND TO GAIN KNOWLEDGE OF BOTH GOOD AND EVIL. BUT THE WIFE THEN FIRST TRAITRESS PROVED TO GOD; SHE GAVE, AND URGED THE UNKNOWING MAN TO [SEXUALLY] SIN. 55 AND HE, PERSUADED BY THE WOMAN'S WORDS, FORGOT THE IMMORTAL [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] UTTERLY, AND TREATED PLAIN COMMANDMENTS WITH NEGLECT. THEREFORE, INSTEAD OF GOOD, RECEIVED THEY EVIL ACCORDING TO THEIR DEED. AND THEN THE LEAVES 60 OF THE SWEET FIG-TREE PIERCING THEY MADE CLOTHES AND PUT THEM ON EACH OTHER, AND CONCEALED THE SEXUAL PARTS [BETWEEN THE WAIST & THE THIGH], BECAUSE THEY WERE ASHAMED. BUT ON THEM THE IMMORTAL SET HIS WRATH AND CAST THEM OUT OF THE IMMORTAL LAND. 65 FOR THEIR ABIDING NOW IN MORTAL LAND WAS BROUGHT TO PASS, SINCE HEARING THEY KEPT NOT THE WORD OF THE IMMORTAL MIGHTY GOD. AND STRAIGHTWAY THEY, UPON THE FRUITFUL SOIL FORTHGOING, WITH THEIR TEARS AND GROANS WERE WET; 70 AND TO THEM THEN THE IMMORTAL GOD HIMSELF A WORD MORE EXCELLENT SPOKE: "MULTIPLY, INCREASE, WORK CONSTANTLY UPON THE EARTH, THAT WITH THE SWEAT OF LABOR YE MAY HAVE SUFFICIENT FOOD." THUS, HE SPOKE; AND HE MADE 75 THE AUTHOR OF DECEIT TO PRESS THE GROUND ON BELLY AND ON SIDE, A CRAWLING SNAKE, DRIVING HIM OUT SEVERELY; AND HE SENT DIRE ENMITY BETWEEN THEM AND THE ONE [48-52. CITED BY LACT., DIV. INST., II, 13. [L., 6, 325.]] (37-61.) {P. 18}
IS ON THE LOOK-OUT TO PRESERVE HIS HEAD, 80 BUT MAN HIS HEEL; FOR DEATH IS NEIGHBOR NEAR OF EVIL-PLOTTING VIPERS AND OF MEN. AND THEN INDEED THE RACE WAS MULTIPLIED AS THE ALMIGHTY HIMSELF GAVE COMMAND, AND THERE GREW UP ONE PEOPLE ON ANOTHER 85 INNUMERABLE. AND HOUSES THEY ADORNED OF ALL KINDS AND MADE CITIES AND THEIR WALLS WELL AND EXPERTLY; AND TO THEM WAS GIVEN A DAY OF LONG TIME FOR A LIFE MUCH-[SEXLESSLY] LOVED; FOR THEY DID NOT WORN OUT WITH TROUBLES DIE, 90 BUT AS SUBDUED BY SLEEP; MOST HAPPY MEN OF GREAT HEART, WHOM THE IMMORTAL SAVIOR [SEXLESSLY] LOVED, THE KING, GOD. BUT THEY ALSO DID TRANSGRESS, SMITTEN WITH FOLLY. FOR WITH IMPUDENCE THEY MOCKED THEIR FATHERS AND THEIR MOTHERS SCORNED; 95 KINSMEN THEY KNEW NOT, AND THEY FORMED INTRIGUES AGAINST THEIR BROTHERS. AND THEY WERE IMPURE, HAVING [SEXUALLY] DEFILED THEMSELVES WITH HUMAN GORE, AND THEY MADE WARS. AND THEN UPON THEM CAME THE LAST CALAMITY SENT FORTH FROM HEAVEN, 100 WHICH SNATCHED THE DREADFUL MEN AWAY FROM LIFE; AND HADES THEN RECEIVED THEM; IT WAS CALLED HADES SINCE ADAM, HAVING TASTED DEATH, WENT FIRST AND EARTH ENCOMPASSED HIM AROUND. AND THEREFORE, ALL MEN BORN UPON THE EARTH 105 ARE IN ABODES OF HADES CALLED TO GO. [88. DAY OF LONG TIME--ALLUSION TO THE REMARK THE PATRIARCHS AS RECORDED IN GEN. V. 102. HADES--THE CONCEPTION OF HADES HERE SET FORTH, AS THE GREAT RECEPTACLE OF THE SOULS OF MEN AFTER DEATH, IS IN ESSENTIAL HARMONY WITH BOTH THE JEWISH AND THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES. THE DERIVATION OF THE NAME FROM ADAM IS NOTICEABLE AS A PURELY ARBITRARY CONJECTURE. COMP. BOOK III, 30, NOTE; COMP. PLATO'S EXPLANATION OF THE WORD IN CRATYLUS, 404.] (62-84.) {P. 19}
BUT EVEN IN HADES ALL THESE WHEN THEY CAME HAD HONOR, SINCE THEY WERE THE EARLIEST RACE. BUT WHEN HADES RECEIVED THESE, SECONDLY OF THE SURVIVING AND MOST RIGHTEOUS MEN] 110 GOD FORMED ANOTHER VERY SUBTLE RACE THAT CARED FOR [SEXLESS] LOVELY WORKS, AND NOBLE TOILS, DISTINGUISHED REVERENCE AND SOLID WISDOM; AND THEY WERE TRAINED IN ARTS OF EVERY KIND, FINDING INVENTIONS BY THEIR LACK OF MEANS. 115 AND ONE DEVISED TO TILL THE LAND WITH PLOWS, ANOTHER WORKED IN WOOD, ANOTHER CARED FOR SAILING, AND ANOTHER WATCHED THE STARS AND PRACTICED AUGURY WITH WINGED FOWLS; AND USE OF DRUGS HAD INTEREST FOR ONE, 120 WHILE FOR ANOTHER MAGIC HAD A CHARM; AND OTHERS WERE IN EVERY OTHER ART WHICH MEN CARE FOR INSTRUCTED, WIDE AWAKE, INDUSTRIOUS, WORTHY OF THAT EPONYM BECAUSE THEY HAD A SLEEPLESS MIND WITHIN 125 AND A HUGE BODY; STOUT WITH MIGHTY FORM THEY WERE; BUT, NOTWITHSTANDING, DOWN THEY WENT INTO TARTAREAN CHAMBER TERRIBLE, KEPT IN FIRM CHAINS TO PAY FULL PENALTY IN GEHENNA OF STRONG, FURIOUS, QUENCHLESS FIRE. 130 AND AFTER THESE A THIRD STRONG-MINDED RACE APPEARED, A RACE OF OVERBEARING MEN AND TERRIBLE, WHO WROUGHT AMONG THEMSELVES [109. LINES THUS IN CLOSED IN BRACKETS ARE BELIEVED TO BE SPURIOUS INTERPOLATIONS, BUT HAVE TOO MUCH MS. AUTHORITY TO BE OMITTED FROM THE TEXT. 130. THIRD STRONG-MINDED RACE--THE SUCCESSIVE RACES HERE MENTIONED APPEAR TO BE IN IMITATION OF HESIOD'S AGES OR RACES OF MANKIND. HESIOD APPLIES TO THEM THE EPITHETS OF GOLDEN, SILVER, BRONZE, AND IRON. SEE WORKS AND DAYS, 108-190, AND COMP. ARATUS, PHAENOM., 100-134; OVID, MET., I. 89-150; JUVENAL, SAT., XIII, 27-30.] (86-106.) {P. 20}
MANY AN EVIL. AND FIGHTS, HOMICIDES, AND BATTLES DID CONTINUALLY DESTROY 135 THOSE MEN POSSESSED OF OVERWEENING HEART, AND FROM THESE AFTERWARD ANOTHER RACE PROCEEDED, LATE-COMPLETED, YOUNGEST BORN, BLOOD-STAINED, PERVERSE IN COUNSEL; OF MEN THESE WERE IN THE FOURTH RACE; MUCH THE BLOOD THEY SPILLED, 140 NOR FEARED THEY GOD NOR HAD REGARD FOR MEN, FOR MADDENING WRATH AND SORE IMPIETY WERE SENT UPON THEM. AND WARS, HOMICIDES, AND BATTLES SENT SOME INTO EREBUS, SINCE THEY WERE OVERWEENING IMPIOUS MEN. 145 BUT THE REST DID THE HEAVENLY GOD HIMSELF IN ANGER AFTERWARDS CHANGE FROM HIS WORLD, CASTING THEM INTO MIGHTY TARTARUS DOWN UNDER THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH. AND LATER YET ANOTHER RACE MUCH WORSE 150 [OF MEN HE MADE, TO WHOM NO GOOD THEREAFTER] THE IMMORTAL FORMED, SINCE THEY WROUGHT MANY EVILS. FOR THEY WERE MUCH MORE VIOLENT THAN THOSE, GIANTS PERVERSE, FOUL LANGUAGE POURING OUT. SINGLE AMONG ALL MEN, MOST JUST AND TRUE, 155 WAS THE MOST FAITHFUL NOAH, FULL OF CARE FOR NOBLEST WORKS. AND TO HIM GOD HIMSELF FROM HEAVEN THUS SPOKE: "NOAH, BE OF GOOD CHEER IN THYSELF AND TO ALL THE PEOPLE PREACH REPENTANCE, SO THAT THEY MAY ALL BE SAVED. 160 BUT IF, WITH SHAMELESS SOUL, THEY HEED ME NOT THE WHOLE RACE I WILL UTTERLY DESTROY [143. EREBUS APPEARS TO BE HERE EMPLOYED MERELY AS ANOTHER NAME FOR THE UNDERWORLD, AND INTERCHANGEABLE WITH HADES. COMP. HOMER, IL., VIII. 368. TARTARUS IS CONCEIVED AS A STILL LOWER DEEP. 153. GIANTS--THE NEPHILIM OF GEN. VI, 4.] (107-131.) {P. 21}
WITH MIGHTY FLOODS OF WATERS. QUICKLY NOW AN UNDECAYING HOUSE I BID THEE FRAME OF PLANKS STRONG AND IMPERVIOUS TO THE WET. 165 I WILL PUT UNDERSTANDING IN THY HEART, AND SUBTLE SKILL, AND RULE OF MEASUREMENT AND ORDER; AND FOR ALL THINGS WILL I CARE THAT THOU BE SAVED, AND ALL WHO DWELL WITH THEE. AND I AM HE WHO IS, AND IN THY HEART 170 DO THOU DISCERN. I CLOTHE ME WITH THE HEAVEN, AND CAST THE SEA AROUND ME, AND FOR ME EARTH IS A FOOTSTOOL, AND THE AIR IS POURED AROUND MY BODY; AND ON EVERY SIDE AROUND ME RUNS THE CHORUS OF THE STARS. 175 NINE LETTERS HAVE I; OF FOUR SYLLABLES I AM; DISCERN ME. THE FIRST THREE HAVE EACH TWO LETTERS, THE REMAINING ONE THE REST, AND FIVE ARE MATES; AND OF THE ENTIRE SUM THE HUNDREDS ARE TWICE EIGHT AND THRICE THREE TENS 180 ALONG WITH SEVEN. NOW, KNOWING WHO I AM, [175. NINE LETTERS--THE CONNECTION SHOWS THAT THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] INTENDED MUST BE SOME TITLE OR DESIGNATION OF THE TRUE CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], BUT NO WORD HAS BEEN DISCOVERED THAT FULLY MEETS THE CONDITIONS OF THE PUZZLE. THE NEAREST SOLUTION IS FOUND IN THE WORD {GREEK? ANE'KFWNOWS}. THIS WORD HAS NINE LETTERS, FOUR SYLLABLES, AND FIVE MUTES, OR CONSONANTS. THE FIRST THREE SYLLABLES HAVE TWO LETTERS EACH, AND THE SUM OF ALL THE LETTERS TAKEN AT THEIR NUMERICAL VALUE IS 1,696. BUT THE NUMBER STATED IN THE TEXT IS TWICE 800, PLUS THREE TIMES THIRTY (= 90) AND SEVEN = 1,697. {GREEK? ANE'KFWNOWS} MUST ALSO BE SUPPOSED TO BE A SHORTENED FORM FOR {GREEK? ANEKFW'NHTOS}, USED IN ECCLESIASTICAL GREEK WRITERS TO DENOTE THE UNUTTERABLE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], JEHOVAH. ANOTHER NAME PROPOSED IS {GREEK DEO`S SWTH'R}, BUT AN OBVIOUS OBJECTION IS THAT WE HAVE HERE TWO WORDS, NOT, AS THE TEXT SUGGESTS, ONE WORD OF FOUR SYLLABLES. BESIDES, THESE LETTERS AMOUNT TO ONLY 1,692. THERE IS, PERHAPS, AN ERROR IN THE TEXT. IF FOR THE WORDS WITH SEVEN (LINE 180) WE READ WITH TWO, THE NUMERICAL DIFFICULTY OF THE LAST-NAMED SOLUTION WOULD BE MET; OR IF WE READ WITH SIX, THEN THE WORD {GREEK? ANE'KFWNOS} SOLVES THE PROBLEM. COMP. THE SIMILAR PUZZLE IN LINES 395-399 OF THIS SAME BOOK, AND THE WELL-KNOWN {FOOTNOTE P. 22} ENIGMA OF THE NUMBER OF THE BEAST IN REV. XIII, 18. A LIKE EXAMPLE IS ALSO FOUND IN CAPELLA (BOOK II, 193), WHO THUS ADDRESSES THE SUN: "HAIL, THOU VERITABLE FACE AND PATERNAL COUNTENANCE OF GOD, EIGHT AND SIX HUNDRED IN NUMBER, WHOSE FIRST LETTER FORMS A SACRED NAME, A SURNAME, AND A SIGN;" WHICH KOPP EXPLAINS BY THE LETTERS {GREEK FRH} (= 608), REPRESENTATIVE OF THE EGYPTIAN NAME OF THE SUN. COMP. ALSO THE DESIGNATION OF THE ROMAN EMPERORS IN BOOK V, 16, AND FOLLOWING.] (131-145.) {P. 22}
BE THOU NOT UNINITIATE IN MY LORE." THUS, HE SPOKE; AND GREAT TREMBLING SEIZED ON HIM AT WHAT HE HEARD. AND THEN, WITHIN HIS MIND HAVING CONTRIVED EACH MATTER, HE BESOUGHT 185 THE PEOPLE AND BEGAN WITH WORDS LIKE THESE: "O MEN INSATIATE, SMIT WITH MADNESS GREAT, WHATEVER THINGS YE PRACTICED THEY SHALL NOT ESCAPE GOD'S NOTICE; FOR HE KNOWS ALL THINGS, IMMORTAL SAVIOR OVERSEEING ALL, 190 WHO BADE ME WARN YOU, THAT YE PERISH NOT. BE SOBER, CUT OFF BADNESS, DO NOT FIGHT PERFORCE EACH OTHER WITH BLOOD-GUILTY HEART, NOR IRRIGATE MUCH LAND WITH HUMAN GORE. REVERE, O MORTALS, THE SUPREMELY GREAT 195 AND FEARLESS HEAVENLY [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], GOD IMPERISHABLE, WHOSE DWELLING IS THE SKY; AND DO YE ALL ENTREAT HIM--HE IS KIND—FOR LIFE OF CITIES AND OF ALL THE WORLD, AND OF FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS AND FLYING FOWLS; 200 ENTREAT HIM TO BE GRACIOUS UNTO ALL. FOR WHEN THE WHOLE UNBOUNDED WORLD OF MEN SHALL BE DESTROYED BY WATERS LOUD YE'LL RAISE [184. BESOUGHT THE PEOPLE--THE O. T. NARRATIVE OF THE FLOOD RECORDS NOTHING OF NOAH'S PREACHING, BUT IN 2 PET. II HE IS CALLED A "PREACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS" (COMP. 1 PET. III, 20), AND JOSEPHUS (ANT., I, III, 1) CONFIRMS THIS TRADITION OF THE JEWS. COMP. ALSO THEOPHILUS, AD AUTOL., III, 19 [G., 61 1.145].] (146-163.) {P. 23}
A FEARFUL CRY. AND SUDDENLY FOR YOU THE AIR SHALL BE DISORDERED, AND FROM HEAVEN 205 THE FURY OF THE MIGHTY GOD SHALL COME UPON YOU. AND IT CERTAINLY SHALL BE THAT THE IMMORTAL SAVIOR AGAINST MEN WILL SEND WRATH IF YE DO NOT PLACATE GOD AND FROM THIS TIME REPENT; AND NOTHING MORE 210 FRETFUL AND EVIL [SEXUAL] LAWLESSLY SHALL YE ONE TO ANOTHER DO, BUT LET THERE BE A GUARDING OF ONE'S SELF BY HOLY LIFE." BUT WHEN THEY HEARD HIM EACH TURNED UP HIS NOSE, CALLING HIM MAD, A FRENZY-SMITTEN MAN. 215 AND THEN AGAIN DID NOAH SOUND THIS STRAIN: "O MEN EXCEEDING WRETCHED, BASE IN HEART, UNSTABLE, LEAVING MODESTY BEHIND AND LOVING SHAMELESSNESS, RAPACIOUS LORDS, FIERCE [SEXUAL] SINNERS, FALSE, INSATIATE, MISCHIEVOUS, 220 IN NOTHING TRUE, STEALTHY ADULTERERS, FLIPPANT IN LANGUAGE, POURING FORTH FOUL WORDS, THE WRATH OF GOD MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] NOT FEARING, KEPT TO THE FIFTH GENERATION TO ATONE! IN NO WAY DO YE WAIL, HARSH MEN, BUT LAUGH; 225 SARDONIC, SMILE SHALL YE LAUGH, WHEN SHALL COME THAT WHICH I SPEAK--GOD'S DIRE INCOMING FLOOD, WHEN EVE'S [SEXUAL] POLLUTED RACE, IN THE GREAT EARTH BLOOMING PERENNIAL IN IMPERVIOUS STEM, SHALL, ROOT AND BRANCH, IN ONE NIGHT DISAPPEAR, 230 AND CITIES, MEN AND ALL, SHALL THE EARTH-SHAKER [225. SARDONIC MILE--EXPRESSION SUPPOSED TO HAVE ORIGINATED FROM A SARDINIAN PLANT SO BITTER AS TO CAUSE THE FACE OF THE CATER TO WRITHE IN PAIN, THOUGH HE MIGHT ATTEMPT TO LAUGH. COMP. HOM. OD., XX, 302. 230. EARTH-SHAKER--THE GREEK POETS AN EPITHET OF POSEIDON (NEPTUNE), THE GOD OF THE SEA, HERE EVIDENTLY APPLIED TO THE GOD OF NOAH.] (164-187.) {P. 24}
FROM THE DEPTHS SCATTER AND THEIR WALLS DESTROY. AND THEN THE WHOLE WORLD OF UNNUMBERED MEN SHALL DIE. BUT HOW SHALL I WEEP, HOW LAMENT IN WOODEN HOUSE, HOW MINGLE TEARS WITH WAVES? 235 FOR, IF THIS WATER BIDDEN OF GOD SHALL COME, EARTH SHALL FLOAT, HILLS FLOAT, AND EVEN SKY SHALL FLOAT; EVERYTHING SHALL BE WATER, AND ALL THINGS SHALL BE DESTROYED BY WATERS. AND THE WINDS SHALL STAND STILL, AND A SECOND AGE SHALL COME. 240 O PHRYGIA, THOU SHALT FROM THE WATER'S CREST FIRST RISE UP, AND THOU FIRST ANOTHER RACE OF MEN SHALT NOURISH, ONCE AGAIN ANEW BEGINNING; AND THOU SHALT BE NURSE FOR ALL." BUT WHEN NOW TO THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS GENERATION 245 HE HAD THUS VAINLY SPOKEN, THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] APPEARED, AND ONCE MORE CRIED ALOUD AND SAID: "THE TIME IS NOW COME, NOAH, TO PROCLAIM EACH THING, EVEN ALL WHICH I THAT DAY TO THEE DID PROMISE AND CONFIRM, AND TO COMPLETE, 250 BECAUSE OF A PEOPLE DISOBEDIENT, THROUGHOUT THE BOUNDLESS WORLD EVEN ALL THE THINGS WHICH GENERATIONS OF A FORMER TIME DID PRACTICE, EVIL THINGS INNUMERABLE. BUT DO THOU QUICKLY ENTER WITH THY SONS 255 AND THE WIVES. CALL AS MANY AS I BID, OF TRIBES OF BEASTS AND CREEPING THINGS AND BIRDS, AND IN AS MANY AS I ORDAIN FOR LIFE WILL I THEN PUT A WILLINGNESS TO GO." THUS, SPOKE HE; FORTH WENT (NOAH) AND ALOUD 260 CRIED OUT AND CALLED. AND THEN WIFE, SONS AND BRIDES, ENTERED THE HOUSE OF WOOD; THEN ALSO WENT [240. PHRYGIA…FIRST--COMP. THE STATEMENT OF HERODOTUS (II, 2), THAT THE PHRYGIANS WERE THE MOST ANCIENT OF MANKIND.] (188-212.) {P. 25}
THE OTHER THINGS, AS MANY AS GOD WILLED TO SHUT IN. BUT WHEN FITTING BOLT WAS PUT ABOUT THE LID, AND IN ITS POLISHED PLACE 265 WAS FITTED SIDEWAYS, THEN WAS BROUGHT TO PASS FORTHWITH THE PURPOSE OF THE GOD OF HEAVEN. AND HE MASSED CLOUDS, AND BID THE SUN'S BRIGHT DISK, AND MOON, AND STARS, AND CIRCLE OF THE HEAVEN, OBSCURING ALL THINGS ROUND; HE THUNDERED LOUD, 270 THE [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] OF MORTALS, SENDING LIGHTNINGS FORTH; AND ALL THE WINDS TOGETHER WERE AROUSED, AND ALL THE VEINS OF WATER WERE UNLOOSED BY OPENING OF GREAT CATARACTS FROM HEAVEN, AND FROM EARTH'S CAVERNS AND THE TIRELESS DEEP 275 APPEARED THE MYRIAD WATERS, AND THE WHOLE ILLIMITABLE EARTH WAS COVERED OVER. BUT ON THE WATER SWAM THAT WONDROUS HOUSE; AND TORN BY MANY FURIOUS WAVES, AND STRUCK BY FORCE OF WINDS, IT RUSHED ON FEARFULLY; 280 BUT WITH ITS KEEL IT CUT THE MASS OF FOAM WHILE THE LOUD-BABBLING WATERS DASHED AROUND. BUT WHEN GOD DELUGED ALL THE WORLD WITH RAINS THEN ALSO NOAH TOOK THOUGHT TO OBSERVE BY COUNSELS OF THE IMMORTAL; FOR HE NOW 285 HAD HAD ENOUGH OF NEREUS. AND STRAIGHTWAY THE HOUSE HE OPENED FROM THE POLISHED WALL, THAT CROSSWISE WAS BOUND FAST WITH SKILLFUL STAYS. AND LOOKING OUT UPON THE MIGHTY MASS OF BOUNDLESS WATERS NOAH ON ALL SIDES--[285. NEREUS--A SEA GOD SUPPOSED TO DWELL IN THE BOTTOM OF THE OCEAN, AND CALLED IN HOMER (IL. I, 556) THE "OLD MAN OF THE SEA." HIS DAUGHTERS WERE CALLED NEREIDS. NEREUS IS HERE PUT BY METONYMY FOR THE SEA ITSELF, AND THE SIBYL MEANS TO SAY THAT NOAH HAD BEEN LONG ENOUGH IN THE WATER.] (218-235.) {P. 26}
290 AND 'TWAS HIS FORTUNE WITH HIS EYES TO SEE! FEAR POSSESSED AND SHOOK MIGHTILY HIS HEART. AND THEN THE AIR BECAME A LITTLE CALM, SINCE IT WAS WEARY WETTING ALL THE WORLD MANY DAYS; PARTING, THEN, IT BROUGHT TO LIGHT 295 HOW PALE AND BLOOD-RED WAS THE MIGHTY SKY AND SUN'S BRIGHT DISK A WEARIED; SCARCELY HELD NOAH HIS COURAGE. AND THEN FORTH AFAR SENT HE A DOVE ALONE, THAT HE MIGHT LEARN IF YET FIRM LAND APPEARED. BUT WITH TIRED WING, 300 FLYING ROUND ALL THINGS, SHE AGAIN RETURNED; FOR NOT YET HAD THE WATER EBBED AWAY; FOR IT WAS DEEPLY FILLING EVERY PLACE. BUT AFTER RESTING QUIETLY FOR DAYS HE SENT THE DOVE ONCE MORE, TO LEARN IF YET 305 HAD CEASED THE MANY WATERS. AND SHE FLEW AND FLEW ON, AND WENT OVER THE EARTH AND, RESTING HER BODY LIGHTLY ON THE HUMID GROUND, AGAIN, TO NOAH BACK SHE CAME AND BORE AN OLIVE BRANCH--OF TIDINGS A GREAT SIGN. 310 COURAGE NOW FILLED THEM ALL, AND GREAT DELIGHT, BECAUSE THEY HOPED TO LOOK UPON THE LAND. BUT THEN THEREAFTER YET ANOTHER BIRD, OF BLACK WING, SENT HE FORTH AS HASTILY; WHICH, TRUSTING TO ITS WINGS, FLOW WILLINGLY, 315 AND COMING TO THE LAND CONTINUED THERE. AND NOAH KNEW THE LAND WAS NEARER NOW. BUT WHEN ON DASHING WAVES THE CRAFT DIVINE HAD HERE AND THERE OVER OCEAN'S BILLOWS SWUM, IT WAS MADE FAST UPON THE NARROW STRAND. 320 THERE IS IN PHRYGIA ON THE DARK MAINLAND [290. AN APOSIOPESIS. THE POET IS SO APPALLED AT THE THOUGHT OF WHAT NOAH SAW THAT SHE LEAVES HER SENTENCE UNFINISHED.] (236-261.) {P. 27}
A STEEP, TALL MOUNTAIN; ARARAT ITS NAME, BECAUSE UPON IT ALL WERE TO BE SAVED FROM DEATH, AND THERE WAS GREAT [SEXLESS] DESIRE OF HEART; THENCE STREAMS OF THE GREAT RIVER MARSYAS SPRING. 325 THERE ON A LOFTY PEAK THE ARK ABODE WHEN THE WATERS CEASED, AND THEN AGAIN FROM HEAVEN THE VOICE DIVINE OF THE GREAT GOD THIS WORD PROCLAIMED: "O NOAH, GUARDED, FAITHFUL, JUST, COME BOLDLY FORTH, WITH THY SONS AND THY WIFE 330 AND THE THREE BRIDES, AND FILL YE ALL THE EARTH, INCREASING, MULTIPLYING, RENDERING JUSTICE TO ONE ANOTHER THROUGH ALL GENERATIONS, UNTIL TO JUDGMENT EVERY RACE OF MEN SHALL COME; FOR JUDGMENT SHALL BE UNTO ALL." 335 THUS SPOKE THE VOICE DIVINE. THEN FROM HIS COUCH NOAH, ENCOURAGED, HASTENED ON THE LAND, AND WITH HIM WENT HIS SONS AND WIFE AND BRIDES, AND CREEPING THINGS, AND BIRDS AND QUADRUPEDS, AND ALL THINGS ELSE WENT FROM THE WOODEN HOUSE 340 INTO ONE PLACE. AND THEN WENT NOAH FORTH AS EIGHTH, MOST JUST OF MEN, WHEN ON THE WATERS HE HAD MADE FULL TWICE TWENTY DAYS AND ONE BECAUSE OF [SEXLESS] COUNSELS OF THE MIGHTY GOD. THEN A NEW STOCK OF LIFE AGAIN AROSE, 345 GOLDEN FIRST, WHICH INDEED WAS SIXTH, AND BEST, [321. ARARAT--COMP. THE LEGENDS OF THIS MOUNTAIN AND OF THE REMAINS OF THE ARK IN JOSEPHUS, ANT., I, III, 6. 323. FROM DEATH--A READING PROPOSED BY MENDELSSOHN, AND APPROVED BY RZACH IN HIS ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA. 324. RIVER MARSYAS--TWO RIVERS OF ANTIQUITY BEAR THIS NAME, ONE A BRANCH OF THE MAEANDER IN ASIA MINOR, THE OTHER A BRANCH OF THE ORONTES IN SYRIA. NEITHER OF THESE SEEMS TO MEET THE CONDITIONS OF OUR TEXT. 342. TWICE TWENTY DAYS AND ONE--ACCORDING TO THE STATEMENT IN GEN. VII, 12.] (262-284.) {P. 28}
FROM THE TIME WHEN THE FIRST-FORMED MAN APPEARED; HEAVENLY ITS NAME, BECAUSE ALL THINGS TO GOD SHALL BE A CARE. O FIRST RACE OF SIXTH AGE! O MIGHTY JOY WHICH I THEREAFTER SHARED, 350 WHEN I ESCAPED SHEER RUIN, BY THE WAVES MUCH TOSSED, WITH HUSBAND AND WITH BROTHERS-IN-LAW, STEPFATHER AND STEPMOTHER, AND WITH WIVES OF HUSBAND'S BROTHERS SUFFERING TERRIBLY. FITTING THINGS NOW WILL I SING: THERE SHALL BE 355 ON THE FIG-TREE A MANY-COLORED FLOWER, AND AFTERWARD THE ROYAL POWER AND SWAY SHALL CRONOS HAVE. FOR THREE KINGS OF GREAT SOUL, MEN MOST JUST, SHALL DISTRIBUTE PORTIONS THEN, AND MANY A YEAR RULE, RENDERING WHAT IS JUST 360 TO MEN WHO CARE FOR TOIL AND DEEDS OF [SEXLESS] LOVE. AND EARTH SHALL GLORY IN HER MANY FRUITS SELF-GROWING, YIELDING MUCH CORN FOR THE RACE. AND THE FOSTER-FATHERS, AGELESS ALL THEIR DAYS, SHALL FROM DISEASES CHILL AND DREADFUL BE 365 FAR ALOOF; THEY SHALL DIE AS FALLEN ON SLEEP, AND UNTO ACHERON IN THE ABODES OF HADES THEY SHALL GO AWAY, AND THERE SHALL THEY HAVE HONOR, SINCE THEY WERE A RACE [348. SIXTH--"THE ERYTHRAEAN SIBYL SAYS THAT SHE LIVED IN THE SIXTH AGE AFTER THE FLOOD," WRITES EUSEBIUS, ORAT. AD SANCT., XVIII [G., 20, 1285]. HERE WE NOTE THAT SHE ASSUMES TO BE A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW OF NOAH. COMP. CLOSE OF BOOK III. 855. MANY-COLORED FLOWER--HERE EMPLOYED AS AN [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE FERTILITY OF THE ROYAL RACE OF WHOM SHE IS ABOUT TO SING. 357. THREE KINGS--THE THREE SONS OF NOAH WOULD SEEM TO HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED IN THE SIBYL'S THOUGHT WITH CRONOS, TITAN, AND IAPETUS OF THE GREEK MYTHOLOGY. COMP. BOOK III, 130. 366. ACHERON WAS A RIVER OF THE LOWER WORLD. VERG., ÆN., VI, 295.] (285-303.) {P. 29}
OF BLESSED ONES, FORTUNATE HEROES, WHOM 370 THE LORD OF SABAOTH [ARMIES] GAVE A NOBLE MIND, AND WITH WHOM ALWAYS HE HIS COUNSELS SHARED. BUT BLESSED SHALL THEY BE EVEN WHEN THEY GO IN HADES. AND THEN AFTERWARD AGAIN OPPRESSIVE, STRONG, ANOTHER SECOND RACE 375 OF EARTH-BORN MEN, THE TITANS. ALL EXCEL IN FIGURE, STATURE, GROWTH; AND THERE SHALL BE ONE LANGUAGE, AS OF OLD FROM THE FIRST RACE GOD IN THEIR BREASTS IMPLANTED. BUT EVEN THESE, HAVING A HAUGHTY HEART AND RUSHING ON 380 TO RUIN, SHALL AT LAST RESOLVE TO FIGHT AGAINST THE STARRY HEAVEN. AND THEN THE STREAM OF THE GREAT OCEAN SHALL UPON THEM POUR ITS RAGING WATERS. BUT THE MIGHTY LORD OF SABAOTH [ARMIES] THOUGH ENRAGED SHALL CHECK HIS WRATH, 385 BECAUSE HE PROMISED THAT AGAIN NO FLOOD SHOULD BE BROUGHT UPON MEN OF EVIL SOUL. BUT WHEN THE GREAT HIGH-THUNDERING GOD SHALL CAUSE THE BOUNDLESS SWELLING OF THE MANY WATERS—WITH THEIR WAVES HITHER AND THITHER RISING HIGH—390 TO CEASE FROM WRATH, AND INTO OTHER DEPTHS OF SEA THEIR MEASURE, LESSEN, SETTING BOUNDS BY HARBORS AND ROUGH HEADLANDS ROUND THE LAND; THEN ALSO SHALL A CHILD OF THE GREAT GOD COME, CLOTHED IN FLESH, TO MEN, AND FASHIONED LIKE 395 TO MORTALS IN THE EARTH; AND HE DOTH HEAR [315. TITANS--MYTHICAL SONS OF HEAVEN AND EARTH WHO FIGURE MUCH IN GREEK LEGEND AND POETRY. SEE BOOK III, 130-185. LACTANTIUS RECORDS A NUMBER OF THE LEGENDS AND OBSERVES: "THE TRUTH OF THIS HISTORY IS TAUGHT BY THE ERYTHRAEAN SIBYL, WHO SAYS ALMOST THE SAME THINGS, VARYING ONLY IN A FEW UNIMPORTANT DETAILS." DIV. INST., I, XIV [L., 6, 190].] (304-326.) {P. 30}
FOUR VOWELS, AND TWO CONSONANTS IN HIM ARE TWICE ANNOUNCED; THE WHOLE SUM I WILL NAME: FOR EIGHT ONES, AND AS MANY TENS ON THESE, AND YET EIGHT HUNDRED WILL REVEAL THE NAME 400 TO MEN INSATIATE; AND DO THOU DISCERN IN THINE OWN UNDERSTANDING THAT THE CHRIST IS CHILD OF THE IMMORTAL GOD MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. AND HE SHALL FULFILL GOD'S [SEXLESS] LAW, NOT DESTROY, BEARING HIS VERY [SEXLESS] IMAGE, AND ALL THINGS 405 SHALL HE TEACH. UNTO HIM SHALL PRIESTS CONVEY AND OFFER GOLD, AND MYRRH, AND FRANKINCENSE; FOR ALL THESE THINGS HE'LL ALSO BRING TO PASS. BUT WHEN A VOICE SHALL THROUGH THE DESERT LAND COME BEARING TIDINGS TO MEN, AND TO ALL 410 SHALL CALL TO MAKE STRAIGHT PATHS, AND FROM THE HEART CAST WICKEDNESS OUT AND ILLUMINATE WITH WATER ALL THE BODIES OF MANKIND, THAT BEING BORN AGAIN THEY MAY NO MORE FROM WHAT IS RIGHTEOUS GO AT ALL ASTRAY—415 AND ONE OF BARBAROUS MIND, BY DANCES BOUND, CUTTING THAT (VOICE) OFF SHALL BESTOW REWARD--[296. FOUR VOWELS--THE NAME JESUS IN GREEK, {GREEK? IHSOU~S}, CONTAINS FOUR VOWELS AND THE CONSONANT IS TWICE TOLD, AND THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF ALL THE LETTERS IS 888. COMP. LINE 175, AND NOTE. 406. GOLD…MYRRH--COMP. MATT. II, 11. 408. A VOICE--COMP. ISA. XL, 3; MATT. III, 3. 411. ILLUMINATE--AN EXPRESSION RELATING TO CHRISTIAN BAPTISM QUITE COMMON WITH THE EARLY FATHERS, MANY OF WHOM UNDERSTOOD THE WORD {GREEK FWTIS-OE'NTE'S} IN HEB. VI, 4, AS REFERRING TO BAPTISM. JUSTIN MARTYR, 1 APOL., LXI [G., 6, 421], SAYS: "THIS WASHING IS CALLED ILLUMINATION, INASMUCH AS THOSE WHO LEARN THESE THINGS HAVE THEIR UNDERSTANDING ILLUMINATED." CYRIL OF JERUSALEM WROTE EIGHTEEN BOOKS OF RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION, WHICH ARE ENTITLED CATECHESIS OF THE ILLUMINATED [G., 33, 369-1060]. SEE ALSO APOST. CONST., VIII, 8. FOR OTHER REFERENCES SEE SUICER, THESAURUS, UNDER {GREEK FW'TISMA}.] (326-343.) {P. 31}
THEN ON A SUDDEN THERE SHALL BE A SIGN TO MORTALS, WHEN, WATCHED OVER, THERE SHALL COME OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT A FAIR STONE; 420 AND ON IT SHALL THE HEBREW PEOPLE STUMBLE; BUT BY HIS GUIDING NATIONS SHALL BE BROUGHT TOGETHER; FOR THE GOD WHO RULES ON HIGH THEY ALSO SHALL KNOW THROUGH HIM, AND THE WAY IN COMMON LIGHT. FOR UNTO CHOSEN MEN 425 WILL HE SHOW LIFE ETERNAL, BUT THE FIRE WILL BE FOR AGES ON THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS BRING. AND THEN SHALL HE THE SICKLY HEAL, AND ALL WHO ARE BLAMEWORTHY WHO SHALL TRUST IN HIM. AND THEN THE BLIND SHALL SEE, THE LAME SHALL WALK, 430 THE DEAF SHALL HEARKEN, AND THE DUMB SHALL SPEAK. DEMONS SHALL HE DRIVE OUT, AND OF THE DEAD THERE SHALL BE AN UPRISING; ON THE WAVES SHALL HE WALK; ALSO, IN A DESERT PLACE SHALL HE FIVE THOUSAND SATISFY WITH FOOD 435 FROM FIVE LOAVES AND A FISH OUT OF THE SEA, AND WITH THE REMNANTS OF THEM, FOR THE HOPE OF PEOPLES, SHALL HE FILL TWELVE BASKETS FULL. AND THEN SHALL ISRAEL, DRUNKEN, NOT DISCERN, NOR SHALL THEY HEAR, OPPRESSED WITH FEEBLE CARS. 440 BUT WHEN THE MADDENING WRATH OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SHALL COME UPON THE HEBREWS, AND TAKE FAITH AWAY FROM THEM, BECAUSE THEY SLEW THE SON OF THE HEAVENLY GOD; THEN ALSO WITH FOUL LIPS [415. DANCES--SEE MATT. XIV, 6-10. 418. WATCHED OVER--BY GOD AND ANGELS, AS TOLD IN MATT. II. 419. EGYPT--SEE MATT. II, 13-15, 21. STONE--COMP. MATT. XXI, 42, 44, AND I PET. II, 4-8; ZECH. III, 9. 424. COMMON LIGHT--COMP. JOHN I, 4-9. 429-437. COMP. BOOK VIII, 270-274 AND 361-369. CITED ALSO BY LACTANTIUS IN DIV. INST. IV, 16 [L., 6, 493].] (343-366.) {P. 32}
SHALL ISRAEL GIVE HIM CUFFS AND SPITTLE DRUGGED. 445 AND GALL FOR FOOD AND VINEGAR UNMIXED FOR DRINK WILL THEY, WITH EVIL MADNESS SMITTEN IN BOSOM AND IN HEART, GIVE IMPIOUSLY, NOT SEEING WITH THEIR EYES, MORE BLIND THAN MOLES, MORE TERRIBLE THAN CRAWLING POISONOUS BEASTS, 450 FAST BOUND BY HEAVY SLEEP. BUT WHEN HIS HANDS HE SHALL SPREAD FORTH AND MEASURE OUT ALL THINGS, AND BEAR THE CROWN OF THORNS, AND THEY SHALL PIERCE HIS SIDE WITH REEDS, FOR WHICH DARK MONSTROUS NIGHT SHALL BE FOR THREE HOURS IN THE MIDST OF DAY, 455 THEN ALSO SHALL THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON BRING TO AN END A MIGHTY SIGN FOR MEN, WHEN HE SHALL TO THE HOUSE OF HADES GO PROCLAIMING RESURRECTION TO THE DEAD. BUT WHEN IN THREE DAYS HE SHALL COME AGAIN 460 UNTO THE LIGHT, AND SHOW HIS FORM TO MEN AND TEACH ALL THINGS, ASCENDING IN THE CLOUDS UNTO THE HOUSE OF HEAVEN SHALL HE GO LEAVING THE WORLD A GOSPEL COVENANT. AND IN HIS NAME SHALL BLOSSOM A NEW SHOOT 465 FROM NATIONS THAT ARE GUIDED BY THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE MIGHTY ONE. BUT ALSO, AFTER THIS THERE SHALL BE WISE GUIDES, AND THEN AFTERWARD THERE SHALL BE A CESSATION OF THE PROPHETS. AFTER THAT, WHEN THE HEBREW PEOPLE REAP 470 THEIR EVIL HARVEST, SHALL A ROMAN KING MUCH GOLD AND SILVER UTTERLY DESTROY. AND AFTERWARD SHALL OTHER ROYAL POWERS CONTINUOUSLY ARISE AS KINGDOMS PERISH, [444. CUFFS…SPITTLE--COMP. MATT. XXVII, 30. 456. SIGN--COMP. MATT. XXVII, 51. 470. ROMAN KING--TITUS, WHO CARRIED THE SPOILS OF THE TEMPLE TO ROME.] (366-390.) {P. 33}
AND THEY WILL OPPRESS MORTALS. BUT GREAT FALL 475 SHALL BE FOR THOSE MEN, WHEN THEY SHALL BEGIN UNRIGHTEOUS [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE. BUT WHEN THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON IN THE HOLY LAND SHALL FALL, CAST DOWN BY BARBAROUS MEN IN BRAZEN MAIL, AND FROM THE LAND THE HEBREWS SHALL BE DRIVEN 480 WANDERING AND WASTED, AND AMONG THE WHEAT THEY SHALL MUCH DARNEL MINGLE, THERE SHALL BE EVIL CONTENTION AMONG, ALL MANKIND; AND THE CITIES SUFFERING OUTRAGE SHALL BEWAIL EACH OTHER, IN THEIR BREASTS RECEIVING WRATH 485 OF THE GREAT GOD, SINCE THEY WROUGHT EVIL WORK. (391-400.) {P. 34} {P. 35}
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BOOK II.
NOW WHILE I MUCH ENTREATED GOD RESTRAINED MY WISE SONG, ALSO IN MY BREAST AGAIN HE PUT THE CHARMING VOICE OF WORDS DIVINE. IN MY WHOLE BODY TERROR-STRICKEN THESE 5 I FOLLOW; FOR I KNOW NOT THAT I SPEAK, BUT GOD IMPELS ME TO PROCLAIM EACH THING. BUT WHEN ON EARTH COME SHOCKS, FIERCE THUNDERBOLTS, THUNDERS AND LIGHTNINGS, STORMS, AND EVIL BLIGHT, AND RAGE OF JACKALS AND OF WOLVES, MANSLAUGHTER, 10 DESTRUCTION OF MEN AND OF LOWING KINE, FOUR-FOOTED CATTLE AND LABORIOUS MULES, AND GOATS AND SHEEP, THEN SHALL THE AMPLE FIELD BE BARREN FROM NEGLECT, AND FRUITS SHALL FAIL, AND THERE SHALL BE A SELLING OF THEIR FREEDOM 15 AMONG MOST MEN, AND ROBBERY OF TEMPLES. AND THEN SHALL, AFTER THESE, APPEAR OF MEN THE TENTH RACE, WHEN THE EARTH-SHAKING LIGHTENER SHALL BREAK THE ZEAL FOR IDOLS AND SHALL SHAKE THE PEOPLE OF SEVEN-HILLED ROME, AND RICHES GREAT [1. THIS SECOND BOOK APPEARS TO BE A CONTINUATION OF THE PRECEDING, AND WAS PROBABLY WRITTEN BY THE SAME AUTHOR, IN SEVERAL MANUSCRIPTS THE TWO BOOKS ARE FOUND UNITED AND PLACED AFTER THE THIRD BOOK. THE APPROPRIATION OF VERSES FROM THE THIRD AND EIGHTH BOOKS SHOWS THE LATER COMPOSITION OF THESE FIRST TWO BOOKS, WHICH OUR COMPILER ASSIGNED TO THEIR PRESENT POSITION ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR CONTENTS. 6. I KNOW NOT--COMP. PLATO, APOL., 22, WHERE SOCRATES OBSERVES THAT "NOT BY WISDOM DO POETS WRITE POETRY, BUT BY A SORT OF GENIUS AND INSPIRATION; THEY ARE LIKE DIVINERS WHO ALSO SAY MANY FINE THINGS, BUT DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF THEM."] (1-18) {P. 38}
20 SHALL PERISH, BURNED BY VULCAN'S FIERY FLAME. AND THEN SHALL BLOODY SIGNS FROM HEAVEN DESCEND…BUT YET THE WHOLE WORLD OF UNNUMBERED MEN ENRAGED SHALL KILL EACH OTHER, AND IN TUMULT SHALL GOD SEND FAMINES, PLAGUES, AND THUNDERBOLTS 25 ON MEN WHO, WITHOUT JUSTICE, JUDGE OF RIGHTS. AND LACK OF MEN SHALL BE IN ALL THE WORLD, SO THAT IF ANYONE BEHELD A TRACE OF MAN ON EARTH, HE WOULD BE WONDERSTRUCK. AND THEN SHALL THE GREAT GOD WHO DWELLS IN HEAVEN 30 SAVIOR OF PIOUS MEN IN ALL THINGS PROVE. AND THEN SHALL THERE BE PEACE AND WISDOM DEEP, AND THE FRUIT-BEARING LAND SHALL YIELD AGAIN ABUNDANT FRUITS, DIVIDED NOT IN PARTS NOR YET ENSLAVED. AND EVERY HARBOR THEN, 35 AND EVERY HAVEN, SHALL BE FREE TO MEN AS FORMERLY, AND SHAMELESSNESS SHALL PERISH. AND THEN WILL GOD SHOW MORTALS A GREAT SIGN: FOR LIKE A LUSTROUS [SEXLESS] CROWN SHALL SHINE A STAR, BRIGHT, ALL-RESPLENDENT, FROM THE RADIANT HEAVEN 40 DAYS NOT A FEW; AND THEN WILL HE DISPLAY FROM HEAVEN A CROWN FOR CONTEST UNTO MEN WHO WRESTLE. AND THEN THERE SHALL BE AGAIN A MIGHTY CONTEST OF TRIUMPHAL MARCH [21. THERE SEEMS TO BE A LACUNA OF ONE LINE AFTER THIS, CONTAINING PERHAPS A MENTION OF OMENS AND DROPS OF BLOOD, AS IN BOOK XII, 73, WHERE A SIMILAR THOUGHT IS FOUND. 43. CONTEST OF TRIUMPHAL MARCH--ALLUSION TO THE ISELASTIC ({GREEK EI'SELASTIKO'S}) CONTESTS, THE VICTORS IN WHICH WERE CONDUCTED INTO THEIR OWN CITY THROUGH A BROKEN PART OF THE WALL. SEE PLINY, BOOK X, EPIS. 119 AND 120, IN WHICH THESE GAMES ARE MENTIONED. ALEXANDRE CONJECTURES THAT THIS WHOLE PASSAGE (LINES 37-63) CONCERNING CONTESTS AND CROWNS WAS FIRST WRITTEN IN A TIME OF PERSECUTION TO INSPIRE TO FIDELITY; BUT AFTER PERSECUTION HAD CEASED IT WAS ACCOMMODATED TO THE MORE COMMON STRUGGLES OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.] (19-39.) {P. 39}
INTO THE HEAVENLY SKY, AND IT SHALL BE 45 FOR ALL MEN IN THE WORLD, AND HAVE THE [SEXLESS] FAME OF IMMORTALITY. AND EVERY PEOPLE SHALL THEN IN THE IMMORTAL CONTESTS STRIVE FOR SPLENDID VICTORY. FOR NO ONE THERE CAN SHAMELESSLY WITH SILVER BUY A CROWN. 50 FOR UNTO THEM WILL THE PURE CHRIST ADJUDGE THAT WHICH IS DUE, AND CROWN THE ONES APPROVED, AND GIVE HIS MARTYRS AN IMMORTAL PRIZE WHO CARRY ON THE CONTEST UNTO DEATH. AND UNTO CHASTE MEN WHO RUN THEIR RACE WELL 55 WILL HE THE INCORRUPTIBLE [SEXLESS] REWARD OF THE PRIZE GIVE, AND TO ALL MEN ALLOT THAT WHICH IS DUE, AND ALSO TO STRANGE NATIONS THAT LIVE A HOLY LIFE AND KNOW ONE GOD. AND THOSE WHO HAVE REGARD FOR MARRIAGES 60 AND KEEP THEMSELVES FAR FROM ADULTERIES, TO THEM RICH GIFTS, ETERNAL HOPE, HE'LL GIVE. FOR EVERY HUMAN SOUL IS GOD'S FREE GIFT, AND 'TIS NOT RIGHT MEN STAIN IT WITH VILE DEEDS. DO NOT BE RICH UNRIGHTEOUSLY, BUT LEAD [64. THE PASSAGE BEGINNING HERE AND ENDING WITH LINE 188, AND CONSISTING MAINLY OF PROVERBS, HAS EVERY APPEARANCE OF AN INTERPOLATION. IT BREAKS THE CONNECTION OF THOUGHT AND THE FIGURE OF THE ISELASTIC CONTEST, WHICH IS CONTINUED IN LINES 189-195. THE PASSAGE IS FOR THE MOST PART TAKEN FROM A POEM OF 217 LINES IN HEXAMETER VERSE, ENTITLED {GREEK POI'HMA NOUOETIKO'N} (ADMONITORY POEM), AND ATTRIBUTED TO PHOCYLIDES, A GNOMIC POET OF MILETUS (BORN ABOUT B. C. 560). VERY FEW, HOWEVER, WILL SERIOUSLY ACCEPT THESE LINES AS A GENUINE PRODUCTION OF A CONTEMPORARY OF THEOGNIS. THEY ARE WITHOUT MUCH DOUBT THE COMPOSITION OF A CHRISTIAN WRITER, AND POSSIBLY, BUT NOT PROBABLY, BY THE AUTHOR OF THE SECOND BOOK OF THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES. THE VARIATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO TEXTS ARE CONSIDERABLE, THE SIBYLLINES ADDING MANY LINES NOT FOUND IN PHOCYLIDES, AND PHOCYLIDES HAVING A FEW NOT FOUND IN THE SIBYLLINES.] (40-56) {P. 40}
65 A LIFE OF PROBITY. BE SATISFIED WITH WHAT THOU HAST AND KEEP THYSELF FROM THAT WHICH IS ANOTHER'S. SPEAK NOT WHAT IS FALSE, BUT HAVE A CARE FOR ALL THINGS THAT ARE TRUE. REVERE NOT IDOLS VAINLY; BUT THE GOD 40 IMPERISHABLE HONOR ALWAYS FIRST, AND NEXT THY PARENTS. RENDER ALL THINGS DUE, AND INTO UNJUST JUDGMENT COME THOU NOT. DO NOT CAST OUT THE POOR UNRIGHTEOUSLY, NOR JUDGE BY OUTWARD SHOW; IF WICKEDLY 75 THOU JUDGE, GOD HEREAFTER WILL JUDGE THEE. AVOID FALSE TESTIMONY; TELL THE TRUTH. MAINTAIN THY VIRGIN PURITY, AND GUARD [SEXLESS] LOVE AMONG ALL. DEAL MEASURES THAT ARE JUST; FOR BEAUTIFUL IS MEASURE FULL TO ALL. 80 STRIKE NOT THE SCALES ONE SIDE, BUT DRAW THEM EQUAL. FORSWEAR NOT IGNORANTLY NOR WILLINGLY; GOD HATES THE PERJURED MAN IN THAT HE SWORE. A GIFT PROCEEDING OUT OF UNJUST DEEDS NEVER RECEIVE IN HAND. DO NOT STEAL SEED; 85 ACCURSED THROUGH MANY GENERATIONS HE WHO TOOK IT UNTO SCATTERING OF LIFE. INDULGE NOT VILE [SEXUAL] LUSTS, [SEXUAL] SLANDER NOT, NOR KILL. GIVE THE TOIL WORN HIS HIRE; DO NOT AFFLICT THE POOR MAN. UNTO ORPHANS HELP AFFORD 90 AND TO WIDOWS AND THE NEEDY. TALK WITH SENSE, HOLD FAST IN HEART A [TOP] SECRET. BE UNWILLING TO ACT UNJUSTLY NOR YET TOLERATE UNRIGHTEOUS MEN. GIVE TO THE POOR AT ONCE AND SAY NOT, "COME TOMORROW." OF THY GRAIN 95 GIVE TO THE NEEDY WITH PERSPIRING HAND. [95. WITH PERSPIRING HAND--SO MENDELSSOHN, PHILOLOGUS, XLIX, 2, P. 246. COMP. RZACH, P. XIX.] (56-79.) {P. 41}
HE WHO GIVES ALMS KNOWS HOW TO LEND TO GOD. MERCY REDEEMS FROM DEATH WHEN JUDGMENT COMES. NOT SACRIFICE, BUT MERCY GOD [SEXLESSLY] DESIRES RATHER THAN SACRIFICE. THE NAKED CLOTHE, 100 SHARE THY BREAD WITH THE HUNGRY, IN THY HOUSE RECEIVE THE SHELTERLESS AND LEAD THE BLIND. PITY THE SHIPWRECKED; FOR THE VOYAGE IS UNCERTAIN. TO THE FALLEN GIVE A HAND; AND SAVE THE MAN THAT STANDS WITHOUT DEFENSE. 105 COMMON TO ALL IS SUFFERING, LIFE'S A WHEEL, RICHES UNSTABLE. HAVING WEALTH, REACH OUT TO THE POOR THY HAND. OF WHAT GOD GAVE TO THEE BESTOW THOU ALSO ON THE NEEDY ONE. COMMON IS THE WHOLE LIFE OF MORTAL MEN; 110 BUT IT COMES OUT UNEQUAL. WHEN THOU SEE A POOR MAN NEVER BANTER HIM WITH WORDS, NOR HARSHLY ACCOST A MAN WHO MAY BE BLAMED. ONE'S LIFE IN DEATH IS PROVEN; IF ONE DID THE [SEXUAL] UNLAWFUL OR [SEXLESSLY] JUST, IT SHALL BE DECIDED 115 WHEN HE TO JUDGMENT COMES. DISABLE NOT THY MIND WITH WINE NOR DRINK EXCESSIVELY. EAT NOT BLOOD, AND ABSTAIN FROM THINGS OFFERED TO IDOLS. GIRD NOT ON THE SWORD FOR SLAUGHTER, BUT DEFENSE; AND WOULD THOU MIGHT 120 IT NEITHER [SEXUAL] LAWLESSLY NOR [SEXLESS] JUSTLY USE: FOR IF THOU KILL AN ENEMY [AT] THY HAND, THOU DOST [SEXUALLY] DEFILE. KEEP FROM THY NEIGHBOR'S FIELD, NOR TRESPASS ON IT; JUST IS EVERY LANDMARK, AND TRESPASS PAINFUL. USEFUL IS POSSESSION 125 OF [SEXLESS] LAWFUL WEALTH, BUT OF UNRIGHTEOUS [SEXUAL] GAINS IT IS WORTHLESS. HARM NOT ANY GROWING FRUIT OF THE FIELD. AND LET STRANGERS BE ESTEEMED IN EQUAL HONOR WITH THE CITIZENS; (80-104.) {P. 42}
FOR MUCH-ENDURING HOSPITALITY 130 SHALL ALL EXPERIENCE AS EACH OTHER'S GUESTS; BUT LET THERE NOT BE ANYONE A STRANGER AMONG YOU, SINCE, YE MORTALS, ALL OF YOU ARE OF ONE 'BLOOD, AND NO LAND HAS FOR MEN ANY SURE PLACE. WISH NOT, NOR PRAY FOR WEALTH; 135 BUT PRAY TO LIVE FROM FEW THINGS AND POSSESS NOTHING AT ALL UNJUST. THE [SEXUAL] LOVE OF GAIN IS MOTHER OF ALL EVIL. DO NOT LONG FOR GOLD OR SILVER; IN THEM THERE WILL BE A DOUBLE-EDGED AND SOUL-DESTROYING IRON. 140 A SNARE TO MEN CONTINUALLY ARE GOLD AND SILVER. GOLD, OF EVILS SOURCE, OF LIFE DESTRUCTIVE, TROUBLING ALL THINGS, WOULD THAT THOU WERT, NOT TO MORTALS SUCH A LONGED-FOR BANE! FOR WARS, BECAUSE OF THEE, AND PILLAGING 145 AND MURDERS COME, AND CHILDREN HATE THEIR SIRES, AND BROTHERS AND SISTERS THOSE OF THEIR OWN BLOOD. PLOT NO DECEIT, AND DO NOT ARM THY HEART AGAINST A FRIEND. KEEP NOT CONCEALED WITHIN A DIFFERENT THOUGHT FROM WHAT THOU SPEAK FORTH; 150 NOR, LIKE ROCK-CLINGING POLYP, CHANGE WITH PLACE. BUT WITH ALL BE FRANK, AND THINGS FROM THE SOUL SPEAK THOU FORTH. WHOSOEVER WILLFULLY COMMITS A WRONG, AN EVIL MAN IS HE; BUT HE THAT DOES IT UNDER FORCE, THE END 155 I TELL NOT; BUT LET EACH MAN'S WILL BE RIGHT. [SEXUALLY] PRIDE NOT THYSELF IN WISDOM, POWER, OR WEALTH; GOD ONLY IS THE WISE AND MIGHTY ONE AND FULL OF RICHES. DO NOT VEX THY HEART WITH EVILS THAT ARE PAST; FOR WHAT IS DONE 160 CAN NEVER BE UNDONE. LET NOT THY HAND BE HASTY, BUT FEROCIOUS [SEXUAL] PASSION CURB; (105-129) {P. 43}
FOR MANY TIMES HAS ONE IN STRIKING DONE MURDER WITHOUT DESIGN. LET SUFFERING BE COMMON, NEITHER GREAT NOR OVERMUCH. 165 EXCESSIVE GOOD HAS NOT BROUGHT FORTH TO MEN THAT WHICH IS HELPFUL. AND MUCH LUXURY LEADS TO IMMODERATE [SEXUAL] LUSTS. MUCH WEALTH IS PROWL, AND MAKES ONE GROW TO WANTON [SEXUAL] VIOLENCE. [SEXUAL] PASSIONATE FEELING, CREEPING IN, EFFECTS 170 DESTRUCTIVE MADNESS. ANGER IS A [SEXUAL] LUST, AND WHEN IT IS EXCESSIVE IT IS WRATH. THE ZEAL OF GOOD MEN IS A NOBLE THING, BUT OF THE BASE IS BASE. OF WICKED MEN THE BOLDNESS IS DESTRUCTIVE, BUT RENOWN 175 FOLLOWS THAT OF THE GOOD. TO BE REVERED IS VIRTUOUS [SEXLESS] LOVE, BUT THAT OF CYPRIS WORKS INCREASE OF SHAME. A SILLY MAN IS CALLED VERY AGREEABLE AMONG HIS FELLOWS. WITH MODERATION EAT, DRINK, AND CONVERSE; 180 OF ALL THINGS, MODERATION IS THE BEST; BUT TRESPASS OF ITS LIMIT BRINGS TO GRIEF. BE NOT THOU ENVIOUS, FAITHLESS, OR ABUSIVE, OR EVIL-MINDED, OR A FALSE DECEIVER. BE PRUDENT AND ABSTAIN FROM SHAMELESS DEEDS. 185 IMITATE NOT WHAT'S EVIL, BUT LEAVE THOU VENGEANCE TO JUSTICE; FOR PERSUASION IS A USEFUL THING, BUT STRIFE ENGENDERS STRIFE. TRUST NOT TOO QUICKLY ERE THOU SEE THE END.] THIS IS THE CONTEST, THESE ARE THE REWARDS; 190 THESE ARE THE PRIZES; THIS THE GATE OF LIFE [176. CYPRIS--ANOTHER NAME FOR APHRODITE (OR VENUS), [SEXUAL] LOVE. SHE IS FABLED TO HAVE SPRUNG FROM THE FOAM OF THE SEA AND TO HAVE FIRST STEPPED ASHORE ON THE ISLAND OF CYPRUS, THE [SEXUAL] LOVE OF CYPRIS HERE MEANS IMPURE SEXUAL LOVE. 189. THIS IS THE CONTEST--OBVIOUS ALLUSION TO THE ISELASTIC CONTEST {FOOTNOTE P. 43} DESCRIBED IN LINES 42-63 ABOVE, AND SHOWING THE PASSAGE 64-188 TO BE AN INTERPOLATION. THE COMPILER WHO INSERTED THE PASSAGE HERE PROBABLY CONSIDERED THESE PROVERBS SO MANY PRECEPTS TO GUIDE ONE IN THE GREAT CONTEST FOR IMMORTALITY.] (130-150.) {P. 44}
AND ENTRANCE INTO IMMORTALITY, WHICH GOD IN HEAVEN UNTO MOST RIGHTEOUS MEN APPOINTED A REWARD FOR VICTORY; AND THROUGH THIS GATE SHALL GLORIOUSLY PASS 195 THOSE WHO SHALL THEN RECEIVE THE VICTOR'S CROWN. BUT WHEN THIS SIGN SHALL EVERYWHERE APPEAR—CHILDREN WITH GRAY HAIR ON THEIR TEMPLES BORN—AND HUMAN SUFFERINGS, FAMINES, PLAGUES, AND WARS, AND CHANGE OF TIMES, AND MANY A TEARFUL WAIL, 200 AH! OF HOW MANY PARENTS IN THE LANDS WILL CHILDREN MOURN AND PITEOUSLY WEEP, AND WITH SHROUDS BURY FLESH AND LIMBS IN EARTH, MOTHER OF PEOPLES, WITH THE BLOOD AND DUST THEMSELVES DEFILING. O YE WRETCHED MEN 205 OF THE LAST GENERATION, EVIL DOERS, TERRIBLE, CHILDISH, NOT PERCEIVING THIS, THAT WHEN THE TRIBES OF WOMEN DO NOT BEAR THE HARVEST TIME OF MORTAL MEN IS COME. NEAR IS THE RUIN WHEN IMPOSTORS COME 210 INSTEAD OF PROPHETS SPEAKING ON THE EARTH. AND BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON] SHALL COME AND MANY SIGNS PERFORM FOR MEN. AND THEN OF HOLY MEN, ELECT AND FAITHFUL, THERE SHALL BE [SEXUAL] CONFUSION, AND PILLAGING OF THEM AND OF THE HEBREWS. [197. CHILDREN WITH GRAY HAIR--COMP. A SIMILAR PASSAGE IN HESIOD, WORKS AND DAYS, 181. CHILDREN WILL BECOME PREMATURELY OLD BY REASON OF THE WOES DESTINED TO VISIT THE RACE IN THE LAST GENERATION. 211. BELIAR--SAME AS BELIAL [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER AS 666 & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON AS 616], NAMED HERE FOR ANTICHRIST, WHOSE COMING IN THE LAST TIME IS DEPICTED IN HARMONY WITH PAUL'S DOCTRINE IN 2 THESS. II. 8-10.] (160-170.) {P. 45}
215 AND THERE SHALL BE UPON THEM FEARFUL WRATH WHEN FROM THE EAST A PEOPLE OF TWELVE TRIBES SHALL COME IN SEARCH OF KINDRED HEBREW PEOPLE WHOM ASSYRIAN SHOOT DESTROYED; AND OVER THESE SHALL NATIONS PERISH. BUT THEY AFTERWARDS 220 SHALL OVER MEN EXCEEDING MIGHTY RULE, ELECT AND FAITHFUL HEBREWS, AND ENSLAVE THEM AS BEFORE, SINCE THEIR POWER NEVER SHALL FAIL. HE THAT IS [MOST] HIGHEST OF ALL, THE ALL-SURVEYING, DWELLING IN HEAVEN, WILL SCATTER SLEEP ON MEN, 225 COVERING THE EYELIDS OVER. O BLESSED SERVANTS WHOM WHEN THE MASTER COMES, HE FINDS AWAKE! AND THEY ALL WATCH AT ALL TIMES AND EXPECT WITH SLEEPLESS EYES. FOR IT WILL BE AT DAWN OR EVE OR MIDDAY; BUT HE SURE SHALL COME, 230 AND IT SHALL BE AS I SAY, IT SHALL BE, TO THEM THAT SLEEP, THAT FROM THE STARRY HEAVEN THE STARS AT MIDDAY WILL TO ALL APPEAR WITH THE TWO LIGHTS AS THE TIME HASTENS ON. AND THEN THE TISHBITE, URGING FROM THE HEAVEN 235 HIS CHARIOT CELESTIAL, AND ON EARTH ARRIVING, SHALL TO ALL THE WORLD DISPLAY THREE EVIL SIGNS OF LIFE TO BE DESTROYED. ALAS FOR ALL THE WOMEN IN THAT DAY WHO SHALL BE FOUND WITH BURDEN IN THE WOMB! [215-222. A PASSAGE INEXPLICABLY OBSCURE IN ITS HISTORICAL ALLUSIONS, BUT APPARENTLY CONNECTED WITH THE NOTION OF THE TEN TRIBES OF THE ASSYRIAN EXILE, WHO, ACCORDING TO 2 ESDRAS XIII, 40-50, ARE CONCEALED IN THE FAR EAST, AND TO BE RESTORED IN THE LAST TIME. 225. COMP. MATT. XXIV, 46. 228. COMP. MARK XIII, 35; HOMER, IL., XXI, 111. 233. COMP. MATT. XXIV, 29. 234. TISHBITE…CHARIOT--COMP. 2 KINGS II, 11; MAL. IV, 5. 238. COMP. MATT. XXIV, 19.] (170-191.) {P. 46}
240 ALAS FOR ALL WHO SUCKLE TENDER BABES! ALAS FOR ALL WHO SHALL DWELL ON THE WAVES! ALAS FOR WOMEN WHO SHALL SEE THAT DAY! FOR A DARK MIST SHALL HIDE THE BOUNDLESS WORLD, EAST, WEST, AND SOUTH, AND NORTH. AND THEN SHALL FLOW 245 A MIGHTY STREAM OF BURNING FIRE FROM HEAVEN AND EVERY PLACE CONSUME EARTH, OCEAN VAST, AND GLEAMING SEA, AND LAKES AND RIVERS, SPRINGS, AND CRUEL HADES AND THE HEAVENLY SKY. AND HEAVENLY LIGHTS SHALL BREAK UP INTO ONE 250 AND INTO OUTWARD FORM ALL-DESOLATE. FOR STARS FROM HEAVEN SHALL FALL INTO ALL SEAS. AND ALL THE SOULS OF MEN SHALL GNASH THEIR TEETH BURNED BOTH BY SULPHUR STREAM AND FORCE OF FIRE IN RAVENOUS SOIL, AND ASHES HIDE ALL THINGS. 255 AND THEN OF THE WORLD ALL THE ELEMENTS SHALL BE BEREFT, AIR, EARTH, SEA, LIGHT, SKY, DAYS, NIGHTS; AND NO LONGER IN THE AIR SHALL FLY BIRDS WITHOUT NUMBER, NOR SHALL LIVING THINGS THAT SWIM THE SEA SWIM ANY MORE AT ALL, 260 NOR FREIGHTED VESSEL OVER THE BILLOWS PASS, NOR KINE STRAIGHT-GUIDING PLOW THE FIELD, NOR SOUND OF FURIOUS WINDS; BUT HE SHALL FUSE ALL THINGS TOGETHER, AND SHALL PICK OUT WHAT IS PURE. BUT WHEN THE IMMORTAL GOD'S ETERNAL ANGELS 265 ARAKIEL, RAMIEL, URIEL, SAMIEL, AND AZAEL, THEY THAT KNOW HOW MANY EVILS [263. COMP. BOOK III, 106; VIII, 646. 264-266. THESE NAMES OF THE ANGELS DIFFER SOMEWHAT FROM THOSE FOUND IN THE BOOK OF ENOCH, WHERE, IN CHAP. IX, WE FIND MICHAEL, GABRIEL, SURJAN, AND URJAN (THE GREEK FRAGMENT HAS MICHAEL, URIEL, RAPHAEL, AND GABRIEL); IN CHAP. XX WE HAVE URIEL, RUFAEL, RAGUEL, MICHAEL, SARAQUEL, AND GABRIEL; AND IN XL WE MEET THE NAME FANUEL.] (191-216.) {P. 47} 
ANYONE DID BEFORE, SHALL FROM DARK GLOOM THEN LEAD TO JUDGMENT ALL THE SOULS OF MEN BEFORE THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF THE GREAT GOD 270 IMMORTAL; FOR IMPERISHABLE IS ONE ONLY, HIMSELF THE ALMIGHTY, ONE, WHO SHALL BE JUDGE OF MORTALS; AND TO THEM THAT DWELL BENEATH WILL THEN THE HEAVENLY ONE GIVE SOULS AND SPIRIT AND VOICE, AND ALSO BONES 275 FITTED WITH JOINTS UNTO ALL KINDS OF FLESH, AND BOTH THE FLESH AND SINEWS, VEINS AND SKIN ABOUT THE BODY, AND HAIR AS BEFORE; DIVINELY FASHIONED AND WITH BREATHING MOVED SHALL BODIES OF THOSE ON EARTH ONE DAY BE RAISED. 280 AND THEN SHALL URIEL, MIGHTY ANGEL, BREAK THE BOLTS OF STERN AND LASTING ADAMANT WHICH, MONSTROUS, BOLD THE BRAZEN GATES OF HADES, STRAIGHT CAST THEM DOWN, AND UNTO JUDGMENT LEAD ALL FORMS THAT HAVE ENDURED MUCH SUFFERING, 285 CHIEFLY THE SHAPES OF TITANS BORN OF OLD, AND GIANTS, AND ALL WHOM THE DELUGE WHELMED, AND ALL THAT PERISHED IN THE BILLOWY SEAS, AND ALL THAT FURNISHED BANQUET FOR THE BEASTS AND CREEPING THINGS AND FOWLS, THESE IN A MASS 290 SHALL (URIEL) SUMMON TO THE JUDGMENT-SEAT; AND ALSO, THOSE WHOM FLESH-DEVOURING FIRE DESTROYED IN FLAME, EVEN THESE SHALL HE COLLECT AND PLACE BEFORE THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF GOD. AND WHEN THE HIGH-THUNDERING LORD OF SABAOTH [ARMIES] 295 MAKING AN END OF FATE SHALL RAISE THE DEAD, SIT ON HIS HEAVENLY THRONE, AND FIRMLY FIX THE MIGHTY PILLAR, THEN AMID THE CLOUDS CHRIST, WHO HIMSELF IS [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE, [297. PILLAR--COMP. LINES 351 AND 362, AND ALSO BOOK VII, 36.] (216-241) {P. 48}
SHALL COME UNTO THE [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE 300 IN GLORY WITH PURE ANGELS, AND SHALL SIT AT THE RIGHT HAND ON THE GREAT JUDGMENT-SEAT TO JUDGE THE LIFE OF PIOUS AND THE WAY OF IMPIOUS MEN. AND MOSES, THE GREAT FRIEND OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], SHALL COME ENROBED IN FLESH 305 ALSO GREAT ABRAHAM HIMSELF SHALL COME, ISAAC AND JACOB, JOSHUA, DANIEL, ELIJAH, HABAKKUK AND JONAH, AND THOSE WHOM THE HEBREWS SLEW. BUT HE'LL DESTROY THE HEBREWS AFTER JEREMIAH, ALL 310 WHO ARE TO BE JUDGED AT THE JUDGMENT-SEAT, THAT WORTHY RECOMPENSE THEY MAY RECEIVE AND PAY FOR ALL EACH DID IN MORTAL LIFE. AND THEN SHALL ALL PASS THROUGH THE BURNING STREAM OF FLAME UNQUENCHABLE; BUT ALL THE JUST 315 SHALL BE SAVED; AND THE GODLESS [ATHEISTIC] FURTHERMORE SHALL TO ALL AGES PERISH, ALL WHO DID EVILS AFORETIME, AND COMMITTED MURDERS, AND ALL WHO ARE ACCOMPLICES THEREIN, LIARS AND THIEVES [ZECHARIAH 5:1-4 & MALACHI 3:8-12], AND RUINERS OF HOME, 320 CRAFTY AND TERRIBLE, AND PARASITES, AND MARRIAGE-BREAKERS POURING FORTH VILE WORDS, DREAD, WANTON, [SEXUAL] LAWLESS, AND IDOLATERS; AND ALL WHO LEFT THE GREAT IMMORTAL GOD, BECAME BLASPHEMERS DID THE PIOUS HARM, 325 DESTROYING FAITH AND KILLING RIGHTEOUS MEN AND ALL THAT WITH A SHAMELESSNESS DECEITFUL AND DOUBLE-FACED RUSH IN AS PRESBYTERS AND REVEREND MINISTERS, WHO KNOWINGLY GIVE UNJUST JUDGMENTS, YIELDING TO FALSE WORDS 330 MORE HURTFUL THAN THE LEOPARDS AND THE WOLVES AND MORE-VILE; AND ILL THAT ARE GROSSLY PROUD (241-268) {P. 49}
AND USURERS, WHO GAINS ON GAINS AMASS AND DAMAGE ORPHANS AND WIDOWS IN EACH THING; AND ALL THAT GIVE TO WIDOWS AND TO ORPHANS 335 THE FRUIT OF UNJUST DEEDS, AND ALL THAT CAST REPROACH IN GIVING FROM THEIR OWN HARD TOILS; AND ALL THAT LEFT THEIR PARENTS IN OLD AGE, NOT PAYING THEM AT ALL, NOR OFFERING TO PARENTS, FILIAL DUTY, AND ALL WHO 340 WERE DISOBEDIENT AND AGAINST THEIR SIRES SPOKE A HARSH WORD; AND ALL THAT PLEDGES TOOK AND THEN DENIED THEM; AND THE SERVANTS ALL WHO WERE AGAINST THEIR MASTERS, AND AGAIN THOSE WHO LICENTIOUSLY [SEXUALLY] DEFILED THE FLESH; 345 AND ALL WHO LOOSED, THE GIRDLE OF THE MAID FOR SECRET [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE, AND ALL WHO CAUSED ABORTIONS, AND ALL WHO THEIR OFFSPRING CAST [SEXUAL] UNLAWFULLY AWAY; AND SORCERERS AND SORCERESSES WITH THEM, AND THESE WRATH 350 OF THE HEAVENLY AND IMMORTAL GOD SHALL DRIVE AGAINST A PILLAR WHERE SHALL ALL AROUND IN A CIRCLE FLOW A RESTLESS STREAM OF FIRE; AND DEATHLESS ANGELS OF THE IMMORTAL GOD, WHO EVER IS, SHALL BIND WITH LASTING BONDS 355 IN CHAINS OF FLAMING FIRE AND FROM ABOVE PUNISH THEM ALL BY SCOURGE MOST TERRIBLY; AND IN GEHENNA, IN THE GLOOM OF NIGHT, SHALL THEY BE CAST BENEATH MANY HORRID BEASTS OF TARTARUS, WHERE DARKNESS IS IMMENSE. 360 BUT WHEN THERE SHALL BE MANY PUNISHMENTS ENFORCED ON ALL WHO HAD AN EVIL HEART, YET AFTERWARD SHALL THERE A FIERY WHEEL FROM A GREAT RIVER, CIRCLE THEM AROUND, BECAUSE THEY HAD A CARE FOR WICKED DEEDS. (269-296.) {P. 50}
365 AND THEN ONE HERE, ANOTHER THERE, SHALL SIRES, YOUNG CHILDREN, MOTHERS, NURSING BABES, IN TEARS WAIL THEIR MOST PITEOUS FATE. NO FILL OF TEARS SHALL BE FOR THEM, NOR PITEOUS VOICE BE HEARD OF THEM THAT MOAN, ONE HERE, ANOTHER THERE, 370 BUT LONG WORN UNDER DARK, DANK TARTARUS ALOUD SHALL THEY CRY; AND THEY SHALL REPAY IN [SEXUAL] CURSED PLACES THRICE AS MUCH AS ALL THE EVIL WORK THEY DID, BURNED WITH MUCH FIRE; AND ALL OF THEM, CONSUMED BY RAGING THIRST 375 AND HUNGER, SHALL IN ANGUISH GNASH THEIR TEETH AND CALL DEATH BEAUTIFUL, AND DEATH SHALL FLEE AWAY FROM THEM. FOR NEITHER DEATH NOR NIGHT SHALL EVER GIVE THEM REST. AND MANY THINGS IN VAIN WILL THEY ASK OF THE GOD THAT RULES ON HIGH, 380 AND THEN WILL HE HIS FACE TURN OPENLY AWAY FROM THEM. FOR HE TO ERRING MEN GAVE, IN SEVEN AGES FOR REPENTANCE, SIGNS BY THE HANDS OF A VIRGIN [SEXLESSLY] UNDEFILED. BUT THE OTHERS, ALL TO WHOM RIGHT AND FAIR WORKS 385 AND PIETY AND THOUGHTS MOST JUST WERE DEAR, SHALL ANGELS, BEARING THROUGH THE BURNING STREAM, LEAD UNTO LIGHT AND LIFE EXEMPT FROM CARE, WHERE COMES THE IMMORTAL [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE GREAT GOD AND FOUNTAINS THREE--OF HONEY, WINE, AND MILK. 390 AND EQUAL LAND FOR ALL, DIVIDED NOT BY WALLS OR FENCES, MORE ABUNDANT FRUITS SPONTANEOUS SHALL THEN BEAR, AND THE COURSE OF LIFE, BE COMMON AND WEALTH UNAPPORTIONED. FOR THERE NO LONGER WILL BE POOR NOR RICH, [376. COMP. VIII, 468; AND XIII, 166. 381-383. COMP. VIII, 473-475. 394-395. COMP. VIII, 145.] (297-322.) {P. 51}
395 TYRANT NOR SLAVE, NOR ANY GREAT NOR SMALL, NOR KINGS NOR LEADERS; ALL ALIKE IN COMMON. NO MORE AT ALL WILL ONE SAY, "NIGHT HAS COME," NOR "MORROW COMES," NOR "YESTERDAY HAS BEEN; NOR SHALL THERE MANY DAYS OF ANXIOUS CARE, 400 NOR SPRING, NOR WINTER, NOR THE SUMMER-HEAT, NOR AUTUMN BE [NOR MARRIAGE, NOR YET DEATH, NOR SALES, NOR PURCHASES], NOR SET OF SUN NOR RISING; FOR A LONG DAY WILL GOD MAKE. AND TO THE PIOUS WILL THE ALMIGHTY GOD 405 IMPERISHABLE GRANT ANOTHER THING, WHEN THEY SHALL ASK THE IMPERISHABLE GOD: THAT HE WILL SUFFER MEN FROM RAGING FIRE AND ENDLESS GNAWING ANGUISH TO BE SAVED; AND THIS WILL HE DO. FOR HEREAFTER HE 410 WILL PLUCK THEM FROM THE RESTLESS FLAME, ELSEWHERE REMOVE THEM, AND FOR HIS OWN PEOPLE'S SAKE SEND THEM TO OTHER AND ETERNAL LIFE WITH THE IMMORTALS, IN ELYSIAN FIELD, [397-400. COMP. VIII, 561-565. 404-416. THIS PASSAGE, WHICH SAVORS OF A FINAL RESTORATION FROM FUTURE PUNISHMENT, HAS BEEN THOUGHT TO BE CONTRARY TO ORTHODOX TEACHING; AND WE FIND APPENDED TO SOME MANUSCRIPTS THE FOLLOWING LINES, HEADED, "CONTRADICTION OF THE 'TO THE PIOUS WILL THE ALMIGHTY,'" AND PROFESSEDLY A DISPROOF OF THE DOCTRINE OF ORIGEN ON THIS SUBJECT:
FALSE MANIFESTLY; FOR THE PENAL FIRE
SHALL NEVER CEASE FROM THOSE WHO ARE CONDEMNED.
FOR ALSO I MIGHT PRAY TO HAVE IT THUS,
BRANDED WITH GREATEST SCARS OF TRESPASSES,
WHICH NEED MORE KINDNESS. BUT LET ORIGEN
OF HIS PRESUMPTUOUS BABBLE BE ASHAMED,
SAYING THERE SHALL BE END OF PUNISHMENTS.
413. ELYSIAN FIELD. IN HOMER (OD., IV, 563) THE ELYSIAN FIELDS ARE REPRESENTED AS SITUATED ON THE WESTERN BORDER OF THE EARTH BY THE OCEAN STREAM. HESIOD (WORKS AND DAYS, 169) SPEAKS OF "THE ISLES OF THE BLESSED, BESIDE {FOOTNOTE P. 52} DEEP-EDDYING OCEAN." BUT LATER, AND WITH THE ROMAN POETS, ELYSIUM WAS IN THE LOWER WORLD, THE BLESSED PART OF HADES, AND IS HERE CONCEIVED AS BORDERING ON THE ACHERONIAN LAKE.] (323-337.) {P. 52}
WHERE MOVE FAR-STRETCHING BILLOWS OF THE LAKE 415 OF EVER-FLOWING ACHERON PROFOUND. AH, MISERABLE WOMAN THAT I AM! WHAT SHALL I BE IN THAT DAY? FOR I [SEXUAL] SINNED—BEING BUSY FOOLISHLY ABOUT ALL THINGS, CARING FOR NEITHER MARRIAGE-BOND NOR REASON; 420 BUT EVEN IN MY WEALTHY HUSBAND'S HOUSE I SHUT THE NEEDY OUT; AND FORMERLY I KNOWINGLY PERFORMED UNLAWFUL [SEXUAL] THINGS. BUT, SAVIOR, THOUGH I SHAMELESS THINGS PERFORMED, DO THOU FROM MY TORMENTORS RESCUE ME, 425 A SHAMELESS WOMAN. AND I PRAY THEE NOW MAKE ME TO REST A LITTLE FROM MY SONG, HOLY GIVER OF MANNA, KING OF THE GREAT REALM. [416-425. COMP. THE CONCLUSION OF BOOK VII.] (337-341.) {P. 53}
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BOOK III.
O THOU HIGH-THUNDERING BLESSED HEAVENLY ONE, WHO HAST SET IN THEIR PLACE THE CHERUBIM, I, WHO HAVE UTTERED WHAT IS ALL TOO TRUE, ENTREAT THEE, LET ME HAVE A LITTLE REST; 5 FOR MY HEART HAS GROWN WEARY FROM WITHIN. BUT WHY AGAIN LEAPS MY HEART, AND MY SOUL WITH A WHIP SMITTEN FROM WITHIN CONSTRAINED TO UTTER FORTH ITS MESSAGE UNTO ALL? BUT YET AGAIN WILL I PROCLAIM ALL THINGS 10 WHICH GOD COMMANDS ME TO PROCLAIM TO MEN. O MEN, THAT IN YOUR [SEXLESS] IMAGE HAVE A FORM FASHIONED OF GOD, WHY DO YE VAINLY STRAY [1. THIS THIRD BOOK OF THE ORACLES IS THE MOST INTERESTING AND IMPORTANT OF THE ENTIRE COLLECTION. IT IS BY FAR THE LONGEST, CONTAINING IN THE GREEK TEXT 829 VERSES. IT IS BELIEVED TO BE MAINLY OF JEWISH ORIGIN. IN ITS PRESENT FORM, HOWEVER, IT IS OBVIOUSLY A COMPILATION OF SEVERAL DISTINCT GROUPS OF ORACLES, ONE OF WHICH, LINES 117-361 (GREEK TEXT, 97-294), CONTAINS THE OLDEST PORTION OF THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES AS THEY NOW EXIST. TWO QUITE EXTENSIVE FRAGMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN PRESERVED BY THEOPHILUS ARE BY HIM SAID TO HAVE STOOD AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SIBYL'S PROPHECY AND PROBABLY FORMED AN INTRODUCTION TO THIS SECTION OF OUR THIRD BOOK (SEE APPENDIX, P. 267). IN PLACE OF THIS MORE ANCIENT INTRODUCTION THE COMPILER OF OUR COLLECTION HAS INSERTED THE FIRST 116 LINES OF THIS BOOK, WHICH MAY BE AGAIN SUBDIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS, WHICH APPEAR TO BE SO MANY SEPARATE FRAGMENTS; LINES 1-75, 76-111, 112-116. IN SOME EDITIONS THE FIRST 75 LINES (GREEK TEXT, 1-62) ARE APPENDED TO THE PRECEDING BOOK, AND SOME MSS. PREFACE THIS BOOK WITH THE WORDS, "AGAIN IN HER THIRD TOME SHE SAYS THESE THINGS FROM THE SECOND DISCOURSE CONCERNING GOD." OTHER CLEARLY DISTINGUISHABLE SECTIONS OF THIS BOOK ARE THE FOLLOWING: LINES 362-616, 616-1003, 1004-1031 (GREEK TEXT, 295-488, 489-808, 809-827). THE LAST SECTION PURPORTS TO HE A PERSONAL VINDICATION OF THE SIBYL.] (1-9.) {P. 56}
AND WALK NOT IN THE STRAIGHT WAY, ALWAYS MINDFUL OF THE IMMORTAL [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]? GOD IS ONE, 15 SOVEREIGN, INEFFABLE, DWELLING IN HEAVEN, THE SELF-EXISTENT AND INVISIBLE, HIMSELF ALONE BEHOLDING EVERYTHING; HIM SCULPTOR'S HAND MADE NOT, NOR IS HIS FORM SHOWN BY MAN'S ART FROM GOLD OR IVORY; 20 BUT HE, ETERNAL LORD, PROCLAIMS HIMSELF AS ONE WHO IS AND WAS FIRST AND SHALL BE AGAIN HEREAFTER. FOR WHO BEING MORTAL CAN SEE GOD WITH HIS EYES? OR WHO SHALL BEAR TO HEAR THE ONLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF HEAVEN'S GREAT GOD, 25 THE RULER OF THE WORLD? HE BY HIS WORD CREATED ALL THINGS, EVEN HEAVEN AND SEA, AND TIRELESS SUN, AND FULL MOON AND BRIGHT STARS, AND MIGHTY MOTHER TETHYS, SPRINGS AND RIVERS, IMPERISHABLE FIRE, AND DAYS AND NIGHTS. 30 THIS IS THE GOD WHO FORMED FOUR-LETTERED ADAM, THE FIRST ONE FORMED, AND FILLING WITH HIS NAME EAST, WEST, AND SOUTH, AND NORTH. THE SAME IS HE WHO FIXED THE PATTERN OF THE HUMAN FORM, AND MADE WILD BEASTS, AND CREEPING THINGS, AND FOWLS. 35 YE DO NOT WORSHIP NEITHER FEAR YE GOD, [28. MOTHER TETHYS--WIFE OF OCEANUS, MOTHER OF THE RIVERS, AND THE NYMPHS, THREE THOUSAND IN NUMBER. SEE HESIOD, THEOG., 335, FF. 30. FOUR-LETTERED ADAM--THE INGENUITY WHICH SEER, IN THE FOUR LETTERS OF THIS NAME THE GREEK INITIALS OF THE WORDS FOR EAST, WEST, NORTH, AND SOUTH SURPASSES EVEN THAT NOTED IN BOOK I, 102, WHERE HADES IS TRACED IN THE WORD ADAM. BUT AUGUSTINE ADOPTS THIS, AND SAYS: "ACCORDING TO THE GREEK TONGUE, ADAM HIMSELF SIGNIFIES THE WHOLE WORLD. FOR THERE ARE FOUR LETTERS, A, D, A, M, AND IN GREEK SPEECH THESE ARE THE INITIAL LETTERS OF THE FOUR QUARTERS OF THE EARTH." {GREEK? ANATOLH'}, EAST; {GREEK DU'SIS}, WEST; {GREEK? ARKTOS}, NORTH; {GREEK MESHMBRI'A} SOUTH. EHARRATIO IN PSALMUM, XCV, 15 [L., 37, 1236]. SEE ALSO TRACTATUS IN JOANNIS, IX, 14, AND X, 12 [L., 35, 1465, 1473].] (10-29.) {P. 57}
BUT VAINLY GO ASTRAY AND BOW THE KNEE TO SERPENTS, AND MAKE OFFERING TO CATS, AND IDOLS, AND STONE [SEXUAL] IMAGES OF MEN, AND SIT BEFORE THE DOORS OF GODLESS TEMPLES [ATHEISTIC]; 40 YE GUARD HIM WHO IS GOD, WHO KEEPS ALL THINGS, AND MERRY WITH THE WICKEDNESS OF STONES FORGET THE JUDGMENT OF THE IMMORTAL SAVIOR WHO MADE, THE HEAVEN AND EARTH. ALAS! A RACE THAT HAS DELIGHT IN BLOOD, DECEITFUL, VILE, 45 UNGODLY, OF FALSE, DOUBLE-TONGUED, IMMORAL MEN, ADULTEROUS, IDOLOUS, DESIGNING FRAUD, AN EVIL MADNESS RAVING IN THEIR HEARTS, FOR THEMSELVES PLUNDERING, HAVING SHAMELESS SOUL; FOR NO ONE WHO HAS RICHES WILL IMPART 50 TO ANOTHER, BUT DIRE WICKEDNESS SHALL BE AMONG ALL MORTALS, AND FOR SAKE OF GAIN WILL MANY WIDOWS NOT AT ALL KEEP FAITH, BUT SECRETLY [SEXUALLY] LOVE OTHERS, AND THE BOND OF LIFE THOSE WHO HAVE HUSBANDS DO NOT KEEP. 55 BUT WHEN ROME SHALL OVER EGYPT ALSO RULE GOVERNING ALWAYS, THEN SHALL THERE APPEAR THE GREATEST KINGDOM OF THE IMMORTAL KING OVER MEN. AND A HOLY LORD SHALL COME TO HOLD THE SCEPTER OVER EVERY LAND 60 UNTO ALL AGES OF FAST-HASTENING TIME. [55. THE TIME WHEN ROME OBTAINED FULL CONTROL OF EGYPT WAS WHEN AUGUSTUS BECAME THE UNDISPUTED MASTER OF THE REGIONS ALL ABOUT THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA, AND THE ROMAN EMPIRE BECAME FULLY ESTABLISHED. THIS EMPIRE THE SIBYL RECOGNIZES AS BEGINNING ABOUT THE TIME OF THE APPEARANCE OF THE CHRIST, WHO WAS BORN DURING THE REIGN OF AUGUSTUS. 58. HOLY LORD SHALL COME--THE MESSIAH, FOR NO OTHER RULER COULD BE DESCRIBED BY SUCH LANGUAGE AS THE WRITER HERE EMPLOYS. THIS PASSAGE IS EVIDENCE THAT AT LEAST LINES 55-75 ARE OF CHRISTIAN OR JEWISH CHRISTIAN AUTHORSHIP.] (29-50.) {P. 58}
AND THEN SHALL COME INEXORABLE WRATH ON LATIN MEN; THREE SHALL BY PITEOUS FATE ENDAMAGE ROME. AND PERISH SHALL ALL MEN, WITH THEIR OWN HOUSES, WHEN FROM HEAVEN SHALL FLOW 65 A FIERY CATARACT. AH, WRETCHED ME! WHEN SHALL THAT DAY AND WHEN SHALL JUDGMENT COME OF THE IMMORTAL GOD, THE MIGHTY KING? BUT JUST NOW, O YE CITIES, YE ARE BUILT AND ALL ADORNED WITH TEMPLES AND RACE-GROUNDS, 70 MARKETS, AND [SEXUAL] IMAGES OF WOOD, OF GOLD, OF SILVER AND OF STONE, THAT YE MAY COME UNTO THE BITTER DAY. FOR IT SHALL COME, WHEN THERE SHALL PASS AMONG ALL MEN A STENCH OF BRIMSTONE. YET EACH THING WILL I DECLARE, 75 IN ALL THE CITIES WHERE MEN SUFFER ILLS…FROM THE SEBASTENES BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON]SHALL COME HEREAFTER, AND THE HEIGHT OF HILLS SHALL HE ESTABLISH, AND SHALL MAKE THE SEA STAND STILL AND THE GREAT FIERY SUN AND THE BRIGHT MOON 80 AND HE SHALL RAISE THE DEAD, AND MANY SIGNS WORK BEFORE MEN: BUT NOTHING SHALL BE BROUGHT BY HIM UNTO COMPLETION BUT DECEIT, AND MANY MORTALS SHALL BE LED, ASTRAY HEBREWS BOTH TRUE AND CHOICE, AND LAWLESS [SEXUAL] MEN [62. THREE--ONE MOST NATURALLY THINKS HERE OF THE FAMOUS TRIUMVIRATE OF ANTONY, OCTAVIUS, AND LEPIDUS; BUT IT IS DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN THE "FIERY CATARACT" (LINE 65) AND OTHER PICTURES OF JUDGMENT IN IMMEDIATE CONNECTION WITH THOSE HISTORIC NAMES. 76. THE SEBASTENES ARE MOST NATURALLY UNDERSTOOD OF THE INHABITANTS OF SEBASTE, OR SAMARIA, AND A JEWISH WRITER LIVING IN THE TIME OF AUGUSTUS MIGHT HAVE BEEN READILY DISPOSED TO THINK OF A BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER AS 666 & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON AS 616] --ANTICHRIST--AS ISSUING FROM AMONG THE HATED SAMARITANS. COMP. THE MIRACLE-WORKING ANTICHRIST OF DAN. VII 25; VIII, 23-25; XI, 36; AND ALSO 2 THESS. II, 8-10.] (51-69.) {P. 59}
85 BESIDES WHO NEVER GAVE EAR TO GOD'S WORD. BUT WHEN THE THREATENING’S OF THE MIGHTY GOD SHALL DRAW NEAR, AND A FLAMING POWER SHALL COME BY BILLOW TO THE EARTH, IT SHALL CONSUME BOTH BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON] AND ALL THE HAUGHTY MEN 90 WHO PUT THEIR TRUST IN HIM. AND THEREUPON SHALL THE WHOLE WORLD BE GOVERNED BY THE HANDS OF A WOMAN AND OBEDIENT EVERYWHERE. THEN WHEN A WIDOW SHALL OVER ALL THE WORLD GAIN THE RULE, AND CAST IN THE MIGHTY SEA 95 BOTH GOLD AND SILVER, ALSO BRASS AND IRON OF SHORT-LIVED MEN INTO THE DEEP SHALL CAST, THEN ALL THE ELEMENTS SHALL BE BEREFT OF ORDER, WHEN THE GOD WHO DWELLS ON HIGH SHALL ROLL THE HEAVEN, EVEN AS A SCROLL IS ROLLED; 100 AND TO THE MIGHTY EARTH AND SEA SHALL FALL THE ENTIRE MULTIFORM SKY; AND THERE SHALL FLOW A TIRELESS CATARACT OF RAGING FIRE, AND IT SHALL BURN THE LAND, AND BURN THE SEA, AND HEAVENLY SKY, AND NIGHT, AND DAY, AND MELT 105 CREATION ITSELF TOGETHER AND PICK OUT WHAT IS PURE. NO MORE LAUGHING SPHERES OF LIGHT, NOR NIGHT, NOR DAWN, NOR MANY DAYS OF CARE, NOR SPRING, NOR WINTER, NOR THE SUMMER-TIME, [92-93. A WOMAN...A WIDOW--IF WE FIND IN THE "THREE" OF LINE 62 A REFERENCE TO THE TRIUMVIRS ANTONY, OCTAVIUS, AND LEPIDUS, IT IS BUT NATURAL TO UNDERSTAND THIS "WIDOW" AS CLEOPATRA OF EGYPT, WHO CAPTIVATED BY HER CHARMS BOTH JULIUS CAESAR AND ANTONY. BUT HERE AGAIN THE PICTURE OF WORLD-JUDGMENT WHICH IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWS IS DIFFICULT TO ACCOUNT FOR IN CONNECTION WITH SUCH A MENTION OF CLEOPATRA. IS NOT THE ENTIRE PASSAGE RATHER AN IDEAL APOCALYPTIC CONCEPT, TO BE UNDERSTOOD SOMEWHAT AFTER THE MANNER OF THE WOMAN PORTRAYED IN JOHN'S APOCALYPSE, XVII, 3; XVIII, 7; A SYMBOL OF ROME HERSELF CONCEIVED AS THE MISTRESS OF NATIONS? COMP. BOOK VIII, 263; 165, COMP. BOOK II, 263; VIII, 646.] (70-90.) {P. 60}
NOR AUTUMN. AND THEN OF THE MIGHTY GOD 110 THE JUDGMENT MIDWAY IN A MIGHTY AGE SHALL COME, WHEN ALL THESE THINGS SHALL COME TO PASS…O NAVIGABLE WATERS AND EACH LAND OF THE ORIENT AND OF THE OCCIDENT, SUBJECT SHALL ALL THINGS BE TO HIM WHO COMES 115 INTO THE WORLD AGAIN, AND THEREFORE HE HIMSELF BECAME FIRST CONSCIOUS OF HIS POWER…BUT WHEN THE THREATENING’S OF THE MIGHTY GOD ARE FULFILLED, WHICH HE THREATENED MORTALS ONCE, WHEN IN ASSYRIAN LAND THEY BUILT A TOWER--120 (AND THEY ALL SPOKE ONE LANGUAGE, AND RESOLVED TO MOUNT ALOFT INTO THE STARRY HEAVEN; BUT ON THE AIR THE IMMORTAL STRAIGHTWAY PUT A MIGHTY FORCE; AND THEN WINDS FROM ABOVE CAST DOWN THE GREAT TOWER AND STIRRED MORTALS UP 125 TO WRANGLING WITH EACH OTHER; THEREFORE MEN GAVE TO THAT CITY THE NAME OF BABYLON)—NOW WHEN THE TOWER FELL AND THE TONGUES OF MEN TURNED TO ALL SORTS OF SOUNDS, STRAIGHTWAY ALL EARTH WAS FILLED WITH MEN AND KINGDOMS WERE DIVIDED; [112-116. THIS FRAGMENT HAS NO NECESSARY CONNECTION WITH WHAT PRECEDES OR FOLLOWS, AND THE MSS. ARE DEFECTIVE AT THIS POINT. 117-129. THIS PASSAGE IS CITED IN THEOPHILUS, AD AUTOL., II, 31 [G., 6, 1101]; JOSEPHUS, ANT., I, IV, 3. COMP. EUSEBIUS, PRAEP. EVANG., IX, 14 [G., 21, 702, 703]. SEE GEN. XI, 1-9. IT IS ONE OF THE OLDEST PORTIONS OF THE SIBYLLINES, BUT BEGINS ABRUPTLY, AS IF ITS NATURAL PRECEDING CONTEXT HAD BEEN OMITTED. 122. WINDS--"THE IDEA THAT GOD THREW DOWN THE TOWER BY MEANS OF THE WINDS WAS PROBABLY FIRST WRITTEN DOWN BY OUR POET, BUT IT IS REALLY NOTHING BUT A SUBTLE INTERPRETATION OF GEN. XI, 7."--EWALD, P. 33.] (91-107.) {P. 61}
130 AND THEN THE GENERATION TENTH APPEARED OF MORTAL MEN, FROM THE TIME WHEN THE FLOOD CAME UPON EARLIER MEN. AND CRONOS REIGNED, AND TITAN AND IAPETUS; AND MEN CALLED THEM BEST OFFSPRING OF GAIA AND OF URANUS, 135 GIVING TO THEM NAMES BOTH OF EARTH AND HEAVEN, SINCE THEY WERE VERY FIRST OF MORTAL MEN. SO, THERE WERE THREE DIVISIONS OF THE EARTH ACCORDING TO THE ALLOTMENT OF EACH MAN, AND EACH ONE HAVING HIS OWN PORTION REIGNED 140 AND FOUGHT NOT; FOR A FATHER'S OATHS WERE THERE AND EQUAL WERE THEIR PORTIONS. BUT THE TIME COMPLETE OF OLD AGE ON THE FATHER CAME, AND HE DIED; AND THE SONS INFRINGING OATHS STIRRED UP AGAINST EACH OTHER BITTER STRIFE, 145 WHICH ONE SHOULD HAVE THE ROYAL RANK AND RULE OVER ALL MORTALS; AND AGAINST EACH OTHER CRONOS AND TITAN FOUGHT. BUT RHEA AND GAIA, AND APHRODITE FOND OF CROWNS, DEMETER, AND HESTIA AND DIONE OF FAIR LOCKS 150 BROUGHT THEM TO FRIENDSHIP, AND TOGETHER CALLED ALL WHO WERE KINGS, BOTH BROTHERS AND NEAR KIN, AND OTHERS OF THE SAME ANCESTRAL BLOOD, [130. GENERATION TENTH--CITED BY ATHENAGORAS, LEGATIO PRO CHRISTIANIS, XXX. [G., 6, 960], AND TERTUL., AD NATIONES, II, 12 [L., 1, 603]. IN CITING THIS PASSAGE TERTULLIAN THUS SPEAKS OF THE SIBYL: "THE SIBYL WAS EARLIER THAN ALL LITERATURE, THAT SIBYL, I MEAN, WHO WAS THE TRUE PROPHETESS OF TRUTH. IN HEXAMETER VERSE SHE THUS EXPOUNDS THE DESCENT AND EXPLOITS OF SATURN." 132. CRONOS--GREEK NAME FOR THE MORE FAMILIAR LATIN TITLE SATURN. THE STORY OF THE TITANS IN THE FOLLOWING LINES (132-187) IS FAMILIAR TO STUDENTS OF GREEK MYTHOLOGY, BUT THE OLD MYTH EXISTS WITH NUMEROUS MINOR VARIATIONS, AND, ACCORDING TO HESIOD (THEOG., 453-500), THE BIRTH AND PRESERVATION OF ZEUS WERE SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT FROM THIS STORY.] (108-126.) {P. 62}
AND THEY JUDGED CRONOS SHOULD REIGN KING OF ALL, FOR HE WAS OLDEST AND OF NOBLEST FORM. 155 BUT TITAN LAID ON CRONOS MIGHTY OATHS TO REAR NO MALE POSTERITY, THAT HE HIMSELF MIGHT REIGN WHEN AGE AND FATE SHOULD COME TO CRONOS. AND WHENEVER RHEA BORE BESIDE HER SAT THE TITANS, AND ALL MALES 160 IN PIECES TORE, BUT LET THE FEMALES LIVE TO BE REARED BY THE MOTHER. BUT WHEN NOW AT THE THIRD BIRTH THE AUGUST RHEA BORE, SHE BROUGHT FORTH HERA FIRST; AND WHEN THEY SAW A FEMALE OFFSPRING, THE FIERCE TITAN MEN 165 BETOOK THEM TO THEIR HOMES. AND THEREUPON RHEA A MALE CHILD BORE, AND HAVING BOUND THREE MEN OF CRETE BY OATH SHE QUICKLY SENT HIM INTO PHRYGIA TO BE REARED APART IN SECRET; THEREFORE, DID THEY NAME HIM ZEUS, 170 FOR HE WAS SENT AWAY. AND THUS, SHE SENT POSEIDON ALSO SECRETLY AWAY. AND PLUTO, THIRD, DID RHEA YET AGAIN, NOBLEST OF WOMEN, AT DODONA BEAR, WHENCE FLOWS EUROPUS' RIVER'S LIQUID COURSE, 175 AND WITH PENEUS MIXED POURS IN THE SEA ITS WATER, AND MEN CALL IT STYGIAN. [173-176. THERE WAS A DODONA IN EPIRUS, RUINS OF WHICH FOUND NEAR JAUNINA WERE EXCAVATED IN 1896; THERE WAS ALSO A DODONA IN NORTHERN THESSALY, AND EACH OF THESE PLACES WAS THE SEAT OF AN ANCIENT AND CELEBRATED ORACLE. THE SIBYLLINE WRITER DOES NOT DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE TWO. EUROPUS IS ANOTHER NAME FOR THE TITARESIUS, WHICH, ACCORDING TO STRABO (GEOG. IX, 5, 19; AND FRAGMENT 15) WAS A TRIBUTARY TO THE PENEUS, AND FLOWED WITH IT THROUGH THE VALE OF TEMPE TO THE SEA. COMP. HOMER, ILIAD II, 750-755, WHERE MENTION IS MADE OF "WINTRY DODONA," AND "LOVELY TITARESIUS," WHICH, HOWEVER, DOES NOT MINGLE WITH THE PENEUS, BECAUSE IT IS A BROKEN-OFF PORTION OF THE STYX.] (127-146.) {P. 63}
BUT WHEN THE TITANS HEARD THAT THERE WERE SONS KEPT SECRETLY, WHOM CRONOS AND HIS WIFE RHEA BEGAT, THEN TITAN SIXTY YOUTHS 180 TOGETHER GATHERED, AND HELD FAST IN CHAINS CRONOS AND HIS WIFE RHEA, AND CONCEALED THEM IN THE EARTH AND GUARDED THEM IN BONDS. AND THEN THE SONS OF POWERFUL CRONOS HEARD, AND A GREAT WAR AND UPROAR THEY AROUSED. 185 AND THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF DIRE WAR AMONG ALL MORTALS. [FOR IT IS INDEED WITH MORTALS THE PRIME ORIGIN OF WAR.] AND THEN DID GOD AWARD THE TITANS EVIL. AND ALL OF TITANS AND OF CRONOS BORN 190 DIED. BUT THEN AS TIME ROLLED AROUND THERE ROSE THE EGYPTIAN KINGDOM, THEN THAT OF THE PERSIANS AND OF THE MEDES, AND ETHIOPIANS, AND OF ASSYRIA AND BABYLON, AND THEN THAT OF THE MACEDONIANS, 195 EGYPTIAN YET AGAIN, THEN THAT OF ROME. AND THEN A [SEXLESS] MESSAGE OF THE MIGHTY GOD WAS SET WITHIN MY BREAST, AND IT BADE ME PROCLAIM THROUGH ALL EARTH AND IN ROYAL HEARTS PLANT THINGS WHICH ARE TO BE. AND TO MY MIND 200 THIS GOD IMPARTED FIRST, BOW MANY KINGDOMS HAVE BEEN TOGETHER GATHERED OF MANKIND. FOR FIRST OF ALL THE HOUSE OF SOLOMON SHALL INCLUDE HORSEMEN OF PHOENICIA AND SYRIA, AND OF THE ISLANDS TOO, 205 AND THE RACE OF PAMPHYLIANS AND PERSIANS AND PHRYGIANS, CARIANS, AND MYSIANS [202. HOUSE OF SOLOMON--THE KINGDOM OF SOLOMON IS HERE MADE TO RULE OVER NATIONS WHICH OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY NEVER MENTIONS AS SUBJECT TO ISRAEL. COMP. 1 KINGS IV, 21. BUT THE POET WISHES TO MAGNIFY THAT REALM.] (147-170.) {P. 64}
AND THE RACE OF THE LYDIANS RICH IN GOLD. AND THEN SHALL HELLENES, PROUD AND IMPURE, THEN SHALL A MACEDONIAN NATION RULE, 210 GREAT, SHREWD, WHO AS A FEARFUL CLOUD OF WAR SHALL COME TO MORTALS. BUT THE GOD OF HEAVEN SHALL UTTERLY DESTROY THEM FROM THE DEPTH. AND THEN SHALL BE ANOTHER KINGDOM, WHITE AND MANY-HEADED, FROM THE WESTERN SEA, 215 WHICH SHALL RULE MUCH LAND, AND SHAKE MANY MEN, AND TO ALL KINGS BRING TERROR AFTERWARDS, AND OUT OF MANY CITIES SHALL DESTROY MUCH GOLD AND SILVER; BUT IN THE VAST EARTH THERE WILL AGAIN BE GOLD, AND SILVER TOO, 220 AND ORNAMENT. AND THEY WILL OPPRESS MORTALS; AND TO THOSE MEN SHALL GREAT DISASTER BE, WHEN THEY BEGIN UNRIGHTEOUS [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE. AND FORTHWITH IN THEM THERE SHALL BE A FORCE OF WICKEDNESS, MALE WILL CONSORT WITH MALE, 225 AND CHILDREN THEY WILL PLACE IN DENS OF SHAME; AND IN THOSE DAYS, THERE SHALL BE AMONG MEN A GREAT AFFLICTION, AND IT SHALL DISTURB ALL THINGS, AND BREAK ALL THINGS, AND FILL ALL THINGS WITH EVILS BY A SHAMEFUL COVETOUSNESS, 230 AND BY ILL-GOTTEN WEALTH IN MANY LANDS, [208. HELLENES--THE GRAECO-MACEDONIAN KINGDOM IS HERE EVIDENTLY INTENDED. 213. ANOTHER KINGDOM--THAT OF ROME, HERE CALLED WHITE, OR BRILLIANT, IN ALLUSION TO THE WHITE TOGA WORN BY THE ROMAN MAGISTRATES. COMPETITORS FOR OFFICE WERE CALLED CANDIDATI, BECAUSE OF THE WHITE ROBE IN WHICH THEY PRESENTED THEMSELVES. MARTIAL (EPIG., VIII, 65, 6) SPEAKS OF CANDIDA CULTU ROMA--"ROME WHITE IN APPAREL," THE EPITHET MANY-HEADED HAS BEEN SUPPOSED TO POINT TO ROME WHILE SHE WAS YET A REPUBLIC AND HAD HER HUNDRED OR MORE SENATORS AS RULERS. BUT THERE MAY BE AN ALLUSION TO THE BIBLICAL SYMBOLISM OF DAN. VII, 6, AND REV. XIII, 1.] (170-190.) {P. 65}
BUT MOST OF ALL IN MACEDONIA. AND IT SHALL STIR UP HATRED, AND ALL GUILE SHALT BE WITH THEM EVEN TO THE SEVENTH KINGDOM, OF WHICH A KING OF EGYPT SHALL BE KING 235 WHO SHALL BE A DESCENDANT FROM THE GREEKS. AND THEN THE [SEXLESS] NATION OF THE MIGHTY GOD SHALL BE AGAIN STRONG AND THEY SHALL BE GUIDES OF LIFE TO ALL MEN. BUT WHY DID GOD PLACE THIS ALSO IN MY MIND TO TELL: WHAT FIRST, 240 AND WHAT NEXT, AND WHAT EVIL LAST SHALL BE ON ALL MEN? WHICH OF THESE SHALL TAKE THE LEAD? FIRST ON THE TITANS WILL GOD VISIT EVIL. FOR THEY SHALL PAY TO MIGHTY CRONOS'S SONS THE PENAL SATISFACTION, SINCE THEY BOUND 245 BOTH CRONOS AND THE MOTHER DEARLY [SEXUALLY] LOVED. AGAIN, SHALL THERE BE TYRANTS FOR THE GREEKS AND FIERCE KINGS OVERWEENING AND IMPURE, ADULTEROUS AND ALTOGETHER BAD; AND FOR MEN SHALL BE NO MORE REST FROM WAR. 250 AND THE DREAD PHRYGIANS SHALL PERISH ALL, AND UNTO TROY SHALL EVIL COME THAT DAY. AND TO THE PERSIANS AND ASSYRIANS EVIL SHALL STRAIGHTAWAY COME, AND TO ALL EGYPT AND LIBYA AND THE ETHIOPIANS, 255 AND TO THE CARIANS AND PAMPHYLIANS--[233. SEVENTH KINGDOM--OR SEVENTH KING (COMP. LINE 765) OF THE GREEK EGYPTIAN DYNASTY. THIS WOULD POINT TO PTOLEMY PHILOMETER IT WE RECKON ALEXANDER THE GREAT AS THE FIRST KING, BUT PTOLEMY PHYSCON IF THE LINE OF THE PTOLEMIES ALONE ARE RECKONED. EWALD ADOPTS THIS LATTER VIEW, ALEXANDRE THE FORMER. ALL THE PTOLEMIES WERE OF GREEK (OR MACEDONIAN) ORIGIN. 237. AGAIN STRONG--THE WRITER SEEMS IN THE SPIRIT AND HOPE OF OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS TO CONCEIVE A TRIUMPH FOR THE CHOSEN PEOPLE, IS FOLLOWING HARD UPON THE EVILS OF HIS OWN TIME. 242-245. THIS PASSAGE IS IN PART A REPETITION OF LINES 188-190 ABOVE.] (190-209.) {P. 66}
EVIL TO PASS FROM ONE PLACE TO ANOTHER, AND TO ALL MORTALS. WHY NOW ONE BY ONE DO I SPEAK FORTH? BUT WHEN THE FIRST RECEIVE FULFILLMENT, THEN STRAIGHTWAY SHALL COME ON MEN 260 THE SECOND. SO, THE VERY FIRST I'LL TELL. THERE SHALL AN EVIL COME TO PIOUS MEN WHO DWELL BY THE GREAT TEMPLE OF SOLOMON AND WHO ARE PROGENY OF RIGHTEOUS MEN. ALIKE OF ALL THESE ALSO I WILL TELL 265 THE TRIBE AND LINE OF FATHERS AND HOMELAND—ALL THINGS WITH CARE, O MORTAL SHREWD IN MIND. THERE IS A CITY…ON THE EARTH, UR OF THE CHALDEES, WHENCE THERE IS A RACE OF MEN MOST RIGHTEOUS, TO WHOM BOTH GOOD WILL 270 AND NOBLE DEEDS HAVE EVER BEEN A CARE. FOR THEY HAVE NO CONCERN ABOUT THE COURSE OF THE SUN'S REVOLUTION, NOR THE MOON'S, NOR WONDROUS THINGS BENEATH THE EARTH, NOR DEPTH OF JOY-IMPARTING SEA OCEANUS, 275 NOR SIGNS OF SNEEZING, NOR THE WINGS OF BIRDS, NOR SOOTHSAYERS, NOR WIZARDS, NOR ENCHANTERS, NOR TRICKS OF DULL WORDS OF VENTRILOQUISTS, NEITHER DO THEY ASTROLOGIZE WITH SKILL 28 OF THE CHALDEANS, NOR ASTRONOMIZE; O FOR THESE ARE ALL DECEPTIVE, IN SO FAR AS FOOLISH MEN GO SEEKING DAY BY DAY TRAINING THEIR SOULS UNTO NO USEFUL WORK; [266. MORTAL SHREWD--COMP. I, 8. 267. THE PASSAGE IS CORRUPT, AND THE READING ADOPTED IN OUR VERSION IS TO SOME EXTENT CONJECTURAL, BUT HAS SOME SUPPORT IN MANUSCRIPTS AND SUITS THE CONTEXT. THE CRITICAL STUDENT SHOULD CONSULT ALEXANDRE'S NOTE IN HIS EDITION OF 1841, P. 111. ON "UR OF THE CHALDEES" SEE GEN. XI, 31. OTHERS, HOWEVER, FOLLOWING ANOTHER CONJECTURAL READING, UNDERSTAND THE CITY TO BE JERUSALEM. SO, EWALD, P. 21.] (209-230) {P. 67}
AND THEN DID THEY TEACH MISERABLE MEN DECEPTIONS, WHENCE TO MORTALS ON THE EARTH 285 COME MANY EVILS LEADING THEM ASTRAY FROM GOOD WAYS AND JUST DEEDS. BUT THEY HAVE CARE FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS AND VIRTUE, AND NOT GREED, WHICH BREEDS UNNUMBERED ILLS TO MORTAL MEN, WAR AND UNENDING FAMINE. BUT WITH THEM 290 JUST MEASURE, BOTH IN FIELDS AND CITIES, HOLDS, NOR STEAL THEY FROM EACH OTHER IN THE NIGHT, NOR DRIVE OFF HERDS OF CATTLE, SHEEP, AND GOATS, NOR NEIGHBOR REMOVE LANDMARKS OF A NEIGHBOR, NOR ANY MAN OF GREAT WEALTH GRIEVE THE ONE 295 LESS FAVORED, NOR TO WIDOWS, CAUSE DISTRESS, BUT RATHER AIDS THEM, EVER HELPING THEM WITH WHEAT AND WINE AND OIL; AND ALWAYS DOES THE RICH MAN IN THE COUNTRY SEND A SHARE AT THE TIME OF THE HARVESTS UNTO THEM 300 THAT HAVE NOT, BUT ARE NEEDY, THUS FULFILLING THE SAYING OF THE MIGHTY GOD, A HYMN IN LEGAL SETTING; FOR THE HEAVENLY ONE FINISHED THE EARTH A COMMON GOOD FOR ALL. NOW WHEN THE PEOPLE OF TWELVE TRIBES DEPART 305 FROM EGYPT, AND WITH LEADERS SENT OF GOD NIGHTLY PURSUE THEIR WAY BY A PILLAR OF FIRE AND DURING ALL THE DAY BY ONE OF CLOUD, FOR THEM THEN GOD A LEADER WILL APPOINT—A GREAT MAN, MOSES, WHOM A PRINCESS FOUND 310 BESIDE A MARSH, AND CARRIED OFF AND REARED AND CALLED HER SON. AND AT THE TIME HE CAME AS LEADER FOR THE PEOPLE WHOM GOD LED FROM EGYPT UNTO THE STEEL) SINAI MOUNT, [303. REPEATED IN LINE 321 BELOW.] (231-256.) {P. 68}
HIS OWN [SEXLESS] LAW, GOD DELIVERED THEM FROM HEAVEN 315 WRITING ON TWO FLAT STONES ALL RIGHTEOUS THINGS WHICH HE ENJOINED TO DO; AND IF, PERCHANCE, ONE, GIVE NO HEED, HE MUST UNTO THE [SEXLESS] LAW, MAKE SATISFACTION, EITHER AT MEN'S HANDS OR, IF MEN'S NOTICE HE ESCAPE, HE SHALL 320 BY AMPLE SATISFACTION HE DESTROYED. [FOR THE HEAVENLY FINISHED EARTH, A COMMON GOOD FOR ALL, AND IN ALL HEARTS AS BEST GIFT THOUGHT.] TO THEM ALONE THE BOUNTEOUS FIELD YIELDS FRUIT A HUNDREDFOLD FROM ONE, AND THUS COMPLETES 325 GOD'S MEASURE. BUT TO THEM SHALL ALSO COME MISFORTUNE, NOR DO THEY ESCAPE FROM PLAGUE. AND EVEN THOU, FORSAKING THY FAIR SHRINE, SHALT FLEE AWAY WHEN IT BECOMES THY LOT TO LEAVE THE HOLY LAND. AND THOU SHALT BE 330 CARRIED TO THE ASSYRIANS, AND SHALT SEE YOUNG CHILDREN AND WIVES SERVING HOSTILE MEN; AND EVERY MEANS OF LIFE AND WEALTH SHALL PERISH; AND EVERY LAND SHALL BE FILLED UP WITH THEE, AND EVERY SEA; AND EVERYONE SHALL BE 335 OFFENDED WITH THY CUSTOMS; AND THY LAND SHALL ALL BE DESERT; AND THE ALTAR FENCED AND TEMPLE OF THE GREAT GOD AND LONG WALLS SHALL ALL FALL TO THE GROUND, SINCE IN THY HEART THE HOLY [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE IMMORTAL GOD 340 THOU DIDST NOT KEEP, BUT, ERRING, THOU DIDST SERVE UNSEEMLY [SEXUAL] IMAGES, AND DIDST NOT FEAR THE IMMORTAL FATHER [STEPHEN], GOD OF ALL MANKIND, NOR WILL TO HONOR HIM; BUT [SEXUAL] IMAGES OF MORTALS THOU DIDST HONOR, THEREFORE NOW [324, 324. HUNDREDFOLD…GOD'S MEASURE--COMP. GEN. XXVI, 12; 2 SAM. XXIV, 3; MATT. XIX, 29; LUKE VIII, 8.] (256-279.) {P. 69}
345 OF TIME SEVEN DECADES SHALL THY FRUITFUL LAND AND THE WONDERS OF THY TEMPLE ALL BE WASTE. BUT THERE REMAINS FOR THEE A GOODLY END AND GREATEST GLORY, AS THE IMMORTAL GOD GRANTED THEE. BUT DO THOU WAIT AND CONFIDE 350 IN THE GREAT GOD'S PURE [SEXLESS] LAWS, WHEN HE SHALL LIFT THY WEARIED KNEE UPRIGHT UNTO THE LIGHT. AND THEN WILL GOD FROM HEAVEN SEND A KING TO JUDGE EACH MAN IN BLOOD AND LIGHT OF FIRE. THERE IS A ROYAL TRIBE, THE RACE OF WHICH 355 SHALL BE UNFAILING; AND AS TIMES REVOLVE THIS RACE SHALL BEAR RULE AND BEGIN TO BUILD GOD'S TEMPLE NEW. AND ALL THE PERSIAN KINGS SHALL AID WITH BRONZE AND GOLD AND WELL-WROUGHT IRON. FOR GOD HIMSELF WILL GIVE THE HOLY DREAM 360 BY NIGHT. AND THEN THE TEMPLE SHALL AGAIN BE, AS IT WAS BEFORE… [345. SEVEN DECADES--SEE JER. XXV, 9-12. 352. THE KING HERE REFERRED TO IS PERHAPS BEST EXPLAINED OF CYRUS, AND THE DESCRIPTION SHOULD BE COMPARED WITH ISA. XLIV, 28; XLV, 14. EWALD (P. 32) UNDERSTANDS THE KING TO BE THE MESSIAH, AND, INDEED, THE LANGUAGE OF LINES 352 AND 353 (GREEK TEXT, 286, 287), TAKEN APART FROM THE CONTEXT, NATURALLY SUGGESTS A SUPERNATURAL RULER AND JUDGE. THE POET MAY HAVE INTENDED TO CONNECT THE ADVENT OF THE MESSIAH WITH THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS AND THE REBUILDING OF THEIR TEMPLE. BUT THE CONTEXT HERE AND IN THE PARALLEL PASSAGE, LINES 817-826 BELOW, POINTS RATHER TO CYRUS, WHOM ISAIAH CALLS THE ANOINTED ONE OF JEHOVAH AND REPRESENTS AS THE CONQUEROR OF NATIONS, "SAYING OF JERUSALEM, SHE SHALL BE BUILT; AND TO THE TEMPLE, THY FOUNDATION SHALL BE LAID." 954. ROYAL TRIBE--JUDAH, WHICH RETURNED FROM BABYLONIAN EXILE, AND UNDER ZERUBBABEL, A DESCENDANT OF THE HOUSE OF DAVID (MATT. I, 12; LUKE III, 27), REBUILT THE TEMPLE. 357, 358 KINGS SHALL AID--COMP. EZRA I, 4; VI, 8; VII, 15, 16, 22. 369. THE HOLY DREAM--PERHAPS ALLUDING TO THE VISIONS AND PROPHECIES OF ZECHARIAH AND HAGGAI (COMP. EZRA V, I).] (280-294.) {P. 70}
NOW WHEN MY SOUL HAD REST FROM INSPIRED SONG, AND I PRAYED THE GREAT FATHER [STEPHEN] FOR A REST FROM CONSTRAINT; EVEN IN MY HEART AGAIN 365 WAS SET A [SEXLESS] MESSAGE OF THE MIGHTY GOD AND HE BADE ME PROCLAIM THROUGH ALL THE EARTH AND PLANT IN ROYAL MINDS THINGS YET TO BE. AND IN MY MIND GOD PUT THIS FIRST TO SAY HOW MANY LAMENTABLE SUFFERINGS 370 THE IMMORTAL PURPOSED UPON BABYLON BECAUSE SHE HIS GREAT TEMPLE HAD DESTROYED. ALAS, ALAS FOR THEE! O BABYLON, AND FOR THE OFFSPRING OF THE ASSYRIAN MEN! THROUGH ALL THE EARTH THE RUSH OF [SEXUAL] SINFUL MEN 375 SHALL SOME TIME COME, AND SHOUT OF MORTAL MEN AND [SEXLESS] STROKE OF THE GREAT GOD, WHO INSPIRES SONGS, SHALL RUIN EVERY LAND. FOR HIGH IN AIR TO THEE O BABYLON, SHALL IT COME FROM ABOVE, AND OUT OF HEAVEN FROM HOLY ONES TO THEE 380 SHALL IT COME DOWN, AND THE SOUL IN THY CHILDREN SHALL THE ETERNAL UTTERLY DESTROY. AND THEN SHALT THOU BE, AS THOU, WAS BEFORE, AS ONE NOT BORN; AND THEN SHALT THOU BE FILLED AGAIN, WITH BLOOD, AS THOU THYSELF BEFORE 385 DIDST SHED THAT OF GOOD, JUST, AND HOLY MEN, WHOSE BLOOD YET CRIES OUT TO THE LOFTY HEAVEN. TO THEE, O EGYPT, SHALL A GREAT BLOW COME [362. WHEN MY SOUL HAD REST--COMP. SIMILAR EXORDIURN IN LINES 1-10, 196-201, AND 616-619. THE PASSAGE BEGINNING HERE AND ENDING WITH LINE 615 FORMS A SECTION BY ITSELF, AND IS REGARDED BY ALEXANDRE AS AN INTERPOLATION BELONGING TO THE TIMES OF THE ANTONINES. OTHERS, HOWEVER, FIND IN IT EVIDENCES OF A PRE-CHRISTIAN DATE. 372. BABYLON--COMP. HOW JEREMIAH (XXV, 12) PASSES FROM THE JEWS' CALAMITIES TO THE PENAL VISITATION OF BABYLON. 387. BLOW--THE CONSTANT WARS OF THE TIMES OF THE PTOLEMIES.] (295-314.) {P. 71}
AND DREADFUL, TO THY HOMES, WHICH THOU DIDST HOPE MIGHT NEVER FALL ON THEE. FOR THROUGH THY MIDST 390 A SWORD SHALL PASS, AND SCATTERING AND DEATH AND FAMINE SHALL PREVAIL UNTIL OF KINGS THE SEVENTH GENERATION, AND THEN CEASE. ALAS FOR THEE, O LAND OF GOG AND MAGOG IN THE MIDST OF THE RIVERS OF ETHIOPIA! 395 WHAT POURING OUT OF BLOOD SHALT THOU RECEIVE, AND HOUSE OF JUDGMENT AMONG MEN BE CALLED, AND THY LAND OF MUCH DEW SHALL DRINK BLACK BLOOD! ALAS FOR THEE, O LIBYA, AND ALAS, BOTH SEA AND LAND! O DAUGHTERS OF THE WEST, 400 SO SHALL YE COME UNTO A BITTER DAY. AND YE SHALL COME PURSUED BY GRIEVOUS STRIFE, DREADFUL AND GRIEVOUS; THERE SHALL BE AGAIN A DREADFUL JUDGMENT, AND YE ALL SHALL COME BY FORCE UNTO DESTRUCTION, FOR YE TORE 405 IN PIECES THE GREAT HOUSE OF THE IMMORTAL, AND WITH IRON TEETH YE CHEWED IT DREADFULLY. THEREFORE, SHALT THOU THEN LOOK UPON THY LAND FULL OF THE DEAD, SOME OF THEM FALLEN BY WAR AND BY THE DEMON OF ALL VIOLENCE, 410 FAMINE AND PLAGUE, AND SOME BY BARBAROUS FOES. AND ALL THY LAND SHALL BE A WILDERNESS, [392. SEVENTH--SEE LINE 233, AND NOTE. 393. GOG AND MAGOG [RUSSIA]--NAMES DERIVED FROM EZEK. XXXVIII, 2. COMP. REV. XX, 8. HERE APPARENTLY APPLIED AS SYMBOLICAL NAMES TO THE ETHIOPIANS OF THE UPPER NILE. 399. DAUGHTERS OF THE WEST--ROMAN. CITIES LYING WEST OF EGYPT ON OR NEAR THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA. 405. GREAT HOUSE--OBVIOUS ALLUSION TO THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM AND ITS DESTRUCTION BY THE ROMANS.  406. IRON TEETH--COMP. DAN. VII, 7, 19.] (315-333) {P. 72}
AND DESOLATIONS SHALL THY CITIES BE. AND IN THE WEST, THERE SHALL A STAR SHINE FORTH WHICH THEY WILL CALL A COMET, SIGN TO MEN 415 OF THE SWORD AND OF FAMINE AND OF DEATH, AND MURDER OF GREAT LEADERS AND CHIEF MEN. AND YET AGAIN THERE SHALL BE AMONG MEN GREATEST SIGNS; FOR DEEP-EDDYING TANAIS SHALL LEAVE MÆOTIS'S LAKE, AND THERE SHALL BE 420 DOWN THE DEEP STREAM A FRUITFUL, FURROW'S TRACK, AND THE VAST FLOW SHALL HOLD A NECK OF LAND. AND THERE ARE HOLLOW CHASMS AND YAWNING PITS; AND MANY CITIES, MEN AND ALL, SHALL FALL: IN ASIA--IASSUS, CEBREN, PANDONIA, 425 COLOPHON, EPHESUS, NICÆA, ANTIOCH, SYAGRA, SINOPE, SMYRNA, MYRINA, MOST HAPPY GAZA, HIERAPOLIS, ASTYPALAIA; AND IN EUROPE--TANAGRA, CLITOR, BASILIS, MEROPEIA, ANTIGONE, 430 MAGNESSA, MYKENE, OIANTHEIA. KNOW THEN THAT THE DESTRUCTIVE RACE OF EGYPT IS NEAR DESTRUCTION, AND THE PAST YEAR THEN IS BETTER FOR THE ALEXANDRIANS. AS MUCH OF TRIBUTE AS ROME DID RECEIVE [412. DESOLATIONS--RZACH'S TEXT HERE PROPOSED THE READING {GREEK E?'PMA}, SUPPORT, PROP; BUT IN HIS CORRIGENDA HE CONCEDES THAT THE READING {GREEK E?'PHMA PO'LMES}, PROPOSED BY GOMPERZ, IS FAR PREFERABLE. COMP. ISA. I, 7. 414. AMONG MOST NATIONS THE APPEARANCE OF A COMET HAS BEEN REGARDED BY THE SUPERSTITIOUS AS A SIGN OF THE EVILS HERE SPECIFIED. 418. TANAIS. ANCIENT CLASSIC NAME OF THE DON, WHICH EMPTIES INTO THE MODERN SEA OF AZOF, THE ANCIENT LAKE MÆOTIS. 424-430. THESE NAMES OF CITIES ARE INSERTED IN THE TRANSLATION IN THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY STAND IN RZACH'S TEXT. OF COURSE, NO RHYTHMIC ARRANGEMENT IS PRACTICABLE. 434-450. THIS PROPHECY OF THE SUBJUGATION OF ROME BY ASIA IS REFERRED {FOOTNOTE P. 73} TO BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 15 [L., 6, 787-790], WHO DECLARES THAT "THE SIBYLS OPENLY SAY THAT ROME SHALL PERISH, AND THAT TOO BY THE JUDGMENT OF GOD, BECAUSE SHE HELD HIS NAME IN CONTEMPT, WAS AN ENEMY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND SLEW A PEOPLE THAT WAS A KEEPER OF TRUTH." PREVIOUSLY, IN THE SAME CHAPTER, HE SAYS: "THE ROMAN NAME BY WHICH THE WORLD IS NOW RULED SHALL BE TAKEN FROM THE EARTH, AND THE POWER WILL REVERT TO ASIA, AND THE EAST WILL AGAIN RULE, AND THE WEST WILL BE IN SUBJECTION." THE "VIRGIN" ADDRESSED IN LINE 442, BEING A "CHILD OF LATIN ROME," CANNOT WITHOUT UNNATURAL VIOLENCE BE UNDERSTOOD OF "THE VIRGIN DAUGHTER OF THE TRUE GOD, THE COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL, WHICH, WHILE INFLICTING DIVINE PUNISHMENT, ALSO CONTRIBUTES TO THE TRUE WELFARE" (EWALD, P. 19), BUT IS RATHER A POETICAL NAME FOR ROME HERSELF. THE "MISTRESS," IN LINE 446, IS UNDERSTOOD BY ALEXANDRE OF THE GODDESS FORTUNE, WHOM HORACE (OD., I, 35) ADDRESSES AS ABLE "IN A MOMENT EITHER TO LIFT A MORTAL BODY FROM THE LOWEST PLACE, OR TO TURN THE NOBLEST TRIUMPHS INTO FUNERAL SCENES."] (333-350.) {P. 73}
435 OF ASIA, EVEN THRICE AS MANY GOODS SHALL ASIA BACK AGAIN FROM ROME RECEIVE, AND HER DESTRUCTIVE OUTRAGE, PAY HER BACK. AS MANY AS FROM ASIA EVER SERVED A HOUSE OF THE ITALIANS, TWENTY TIMES 440 AS MANY ITALIANS SHALL IN ASIA SERVE IN POVERTY, AND NUMEROUS DEBTS INCUR. O VIRGIN, SOFT RICH CHILD OF LATIN ROME, OFT AT THY MUCH-REMEMBERED MARRIAGE FEASTS DRUNKEN WITH WINE, NOW SHALT THOU BE A SLAVE 445 AND WEDDED IN NO HONORABLE WAY. AND OFT SHALL MISTRESS SHEAR THY PRETTY HAIR, AND WREAKING SATISFACTION CAST THEE DOWN FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH, AND FROM THE EARTH AGAIN RAISE THEE TO HEAVEN, FOR MORTALS OF LOW RANK 450 AND OF UNRIGHTEOUS LIFE ARE HELD FAST BOUND. AND OF AVENGING SMYRNA OVERTHROWN THERE SHALL BE NO THOUGHT, BUT BY EVIL PLANS AND WICKEDNESS OF THEM THAT HAVE COMMAND (351-364.) {P. 74}
SHALL SAMOS BE SAND, DELOS SHALL BE DULL, 455 AND ROME A ROOM; BUT THE [SEXLESS] DECREES OF GOD SHALL ALL OF THEM BE PERFECTLY FULFILLED. AND A CALM PEACE TO ASIAN LAND SHALL GO. AND EUROPE SHALL BE HAPPY THEN, WELL FED, PURE AIR, FULL OF YEARS, STRONG, AND UNDISTURBED 460 BY WINTRY STORMS AND HAIL, BEARING, ALL THINGS, EVEN BIRDS AND CREEPING THINGS AND BEASTS OF EARTH. O HAPPY UPON EARTH SHALL THAT MAN BE OR WOMAN; WHAT A HOME UNSPEAKABLE OF HAPPY ONES! FOR FROM THE STARRY HEAVEN 465 SHALL ALL GOOD ORDER COME UPON MANKIND, AND JUSTICE, AND THE PRUDENT UNITY WHICH OF ALL THINGS IS EXCELLENT FOR MEN, AND KINDNESS, CONFIDENCE, AND [SEXLESS] LOVE OF GUESTS; BUT FAR FROM THEM SHALL [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS DEPART, 470 BLAME, ENVY, WRATH, AND FOLLY; POVERTY SHALL FLEE AWAY FROM MEN, AND FORCE SHALL FLEE, AND MURDER, BANEFUL STRIFE’S AND BITTER [SEXUAL] FEUDS, AND THEFT, AND EVERY EVIL IN THOSE DAYS. BUT MACEDONIA SHALL TO ASIA BEAR 475 A GRIEVOUS SUFFERING, AND THE GREATEST SORE TO EUROPE SHALL SPRING UP FROM CRONIAN STOCK, A FAMILY OF BASTARDS AND OF SLAVES. AND SHE SHALL TAME FENCED CITY BABYLON, [454, 455. THESE LINES CONTAIN A NOTABLE PLAY ON THE NAMES SAMOS, DELOS, AND ROME. COMP. ALSO BOOK IV, 126, AND VIII, 218. COMP. ALSO TERTULLIAN, DE PALLIO, II [L., 2, 1034]; LACTANTIUS, VII, 25 [6, 812]; PALLADIUS, LAUSIACA, CXVIII [G., 34, 1227]. 474-482. THIS PASSAGE IS MOST NATURALLY EXPLAINED AS REFERRING TO THE MACEDONIAN RULE OF ALEXANDER AND HIS SUCCESSORS, WHO ENDEAVORED TO APPEAR AS HAUGHTY, WORLD-RULING SONS OF CRONOS (SATURN), BUT WERE, AS A MATTER OF FACT, OF HEATHEN ORIGIN, IGNOBLE, AND REALLY A BASTARD RACE. PERSEUS, THE LAST OF THEM, WAS TRULY A BASTARD. SO, EWALD, ABHANDLUNG, P. 12.] (365-384.) {P. 75}
AND OF EACH LAND THE SUN LOOKS DOWN UPON 480 CALL HERSELF MISTRESS, AND THEN COME TO NAUGHT BY RUINOUS [SEXUAL] MISFORTUNES, HAVING FAME IN LATER GENERATIONS DISTANT FAR. AND SOMETIME INTO ASIA'S PROSPEROUS LAND SHALL COME A MAN UNHEARD OF, SHOULDER-CLAD 485 WITH PURPLE ROBE, FIERCE, UNJUST, FIERY; AND THIS MAN HE WHO WIELDS THE THUNDERBOLT ROUSED FORWARDS; AND ALL ASIA SHALL SUSTAIN AN EVIL YOKE, AND HER SOIL WET WITH RAIN SHALL DRINK MUCH MURDER. BUT EVEN SO SHALL HADES 490 DESTROY THE UNKNOWN KING; AND THAT MAN'S OFFSPRING SHALL FORTHWITH PERISH BY THE RACE OF THOSE WHOSE OFFSPRING HE HIMSELF WOULD FAIN DESTROY; PRODUCING ONE ROOT WHICH THE BANE OF MEN SHALL CUT FROM TEN HORNS, AND PLANT BY THEIR SIDE 495 ANOTHER PLANT. A FATHER PURPLE-CLAD SHALL CUT A WARLIKE FATHER OFF, AND ARES, BANEFUL AND HOSTILE, BY A GRANDSON'S HAND SHALL HIMSELF PERISH; AND THEN SHALL THE HORN PLANTED BESIDE THEM FORTHWITH BEAR THE RULE. 500 AND UNTO LIFE-SUSTAINING PHRYGIA STRAIGHTWAY SHALL THERE A CERTAIN TOKEN BE, WHEN RHEA'S BLOOD-STAINED RACE, IN THE GREAT EARTH [483-489. THIS PASSAGE SEEMS BEST TO DESCRIBE ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, BUT ALEXANDRE UNDERSTANDS IT OF HADRIAN. THE "THUNDERBOLT," IN LINE 486 (GREEK {GREEK KERAUNO'S}), IS THOUGHT BY EWALD (P. 13) TO BE A MANIFEST ALLUSION TO SELEUCUS CERAUNUS, ONE OF THE PREDECESSORS OF ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, BUT THE EPITHET SEEMS MORE PROPERLY TO DENOTE THE GOD OF THE THUNDER. 493-499. HERE, TOO, THE EXACT REFERENCES ARE UNCERTAIN, BUT THE [SEXUAL] IMAGERY OF BEING CUT FROM TEN HORNS IS MANIFESTLY FROM DANIEL (VII, 7, 8, 20,24), AND FAVORS THE OPINION THAT THE WRITER HAD IN MIND ONE OF THE SYRIAN KINGS. WE MUST NOT SUPPOSE, HOWEVER, THAT THESE SIBYLLINE AUTHORS WERE ALWAYS ACCURATE IN THEIR KNOWLEDGE OR EXACT IN THEIR DESCRIPTIONS.] (385-402.) {P. 76}
BLOOMING PERENNIAL IN IMPERVIOUS ROOTS, SHALL, ROOT AND BRANCH, IN ONE NIGHT DISAPPEAR 505 WITH A CITY, MEN AND ALL, OF THE EARTH-SHAKER POSEIDON; WHICH PLACE THEY SHALL SOMETIME CALL DORYLAEUM, OF DARK ANCIENT PHRYGIA, MUCH-BEWAILED. THEREFORE, SHALL THAT TIME BE CALLED EARTH-SHAKER; DENS OF EARTH SHALL HE BREAK UP 510 AND WALLS DEMOLISH. AND NOT SIGNS OF GOOD BUT A BEGINNING OF EVIL SHALL BE MADE; THE BANEFUL VIOLENCE OF GENERAL WAR YE'LL HAVE, SONS OF AENEAS, DATIVE BLOOD OF ILUS FROM THE SOIL. BUT AFTERWARDS 515 A SPOIL SHALT THOU BECOME FOR GREEDY MEN. O ILIUM, I PITY THEE; FOR THERE SHALL BLOOM IN SPARTA AN ERINYS VERY FAIR, EVER-FAMED, NOBLEST SCION, AND SHALL LEAVE ON ASIA AND EUROPE, A WIDE-SPREADING WAVE; 520 BUT TO THEE MOST OF ALL SHE'LL BEAR AND CAUSE WAILINGS AND TOILS AND GROANS; BUT THERE SHALL BE UNDYING FAME WITH THOSE WHO ARE TO COME. AND THERE SHALL BE AN AGED MORTAL THEN, FALSE WRITER AND OF DOUBTFUL NATIVE LAND; 525 AND IN HIS EYES THE LIGHT SHALL FADE AWAY; LARGE MIND AND VERSES MEASURED WITH GREAT SKILL SHALL HE HAVE AND BE BLENDED WITH TWO NAMES, [507. DORYLAEUM--SITUATED ON THE RIVER THYMBRIS, IN PHRYGIA, AND NOTED FOR ITS HOT BATHS. THE ENTIRE REGION ROUND ABOUT HAS SUFFERED FEARFULLY FROM EARTHQUAKES. THAT TIME, ACCORDING TO THE POET, WOULD BE SO NOTED FOR EARTHQUAKES AS TO TAKE THE TITLE OF THE EARTH-SHAKER HIMSELF. 517. AN ERINYS--HERE REFERRING TO HELEN, WIFE OF MENELAUS OF SPARTA, WHO WAS THE OCCASION OF THE TROJAN WAR, AND IS CALLED BY VERGIL (ÆN., II, 573) "THE COMMON ERINYS OF TROY AND NATIVE LAND." COMP. BOOK XI, 166. 523. AGED MORTAL--REFERENCE TO THE BLIND HOMER. 627. TWO NAMES--BESIDES HIS COMMON NAME, HOMER IS ALSO CALLED "A {FOOTNOTE P. 77} CHIAN" BECAUSE THE ISLAND CHIOS WAS SAID TO BE HIS BIRTHPLACE. POSSIBLY THE REFERENCE IS TO MELESIGENES AND MAEONIDES, TWO NAMES OFTEN APPLIED TO HOMER.] (403-422.) {P. 77}
SHALL CALL HIMSELF A CHIAN AND SHALL WRITE OF ILIUM, NOT TRUTHFULLY, INDEED, 530 BUT SKILLFULLY; FOR OF MY VERSE AND METERS HE WILL BE MASTER; FOR HE FIRST MY BOOKS WILL OPEN WITH HIS HANDS; BUT HE HIMSELF WILL MUCH EMBELLISH HELMED CHIEFS OF WAR, HECTOR OF PRIAM AND ACHILLES, SON 535 OF PELEUS, AND THE OTHERS WHO HAVE CARE FOR WARLIKE DEEDS. AND ALSO, BY THEIR SIDE WILL HE MAKE GODS STAND, EMPTY-HEADED MEN, FALSE-WRITING EVERY WAY. AND IT SHALL BE GLORY, THE RATHER, WIDELY SPREAD, FOR THEM 540 TO DIE AT ILIUM; BUT HE HIMSELF SHALL ALSO WORKS OF RECOMPENSE RECEIVE. ALSO, TO LYCIA SHALL A LOCRIAN RACE CAUSE MANY EVILS. AND THEE, CHALCEDON, HOLDING BY LOT A STRAIT OF NARROW SEA, 545 SHALL AN AETOLIAN YOUTH SOMETIME DESPOIL. CYZICUS, ALSO THY VAST WEALTH THE SEA SHALL BREAK OFF. AND, BYZANTIUM OF ARES, THOU SOME TIME SHALT BY ASIA BE LAID WASTE, AND ALSO GROANS AND BLOOD IMMEASURABLE 550 SHALT THOU RECEIVE. AND CRAGUS, LOFTY MOUNT OF LYCIA, FROM THY PEAKS BY YAWNING CHASMS OF OPENED ROCK SHALL BABBLING WATER FLOW, UNTIL EVEN PATARA'S ORACLES SHALL CEASE. O CYZICUS, THAT DWELLEST BY PROPONTIS 555 THE WINE-PRODUCING, ROUND THEE RHYNDACUS [653. PATARA--A CHIEF CITY OF LYCIA AND PLACE OF A VERY FAMOUS ORACLE OF APOLLO.] (422-443.) {P. 78}
SHALL CRASH THE CRESTED BILLOW. AND THOU, RHODES, DAUGHTER OF DAY, SHALT LONG BE UNENSLAVED [FREE OR NOT IN SEXUAL BONDAGE], AND GREAT SHALL BE THY HAPPINESS HEREAFTER, AND ON THE SEA THY POWER SHALL BE SUPREME. 560 BUT AFTERWARDS A SPOIL SHALT THOU BECOME FOR GREEDY MEN, AND PUT UPON THY NECK BY BEAUTY AND BY WEALTH A FEARFUL YOKE. A LYDIAN EARTHQUAKE SHALL AGAIN DESPOIL THE POWER OF PERSIA, AND MOST HORRIBLY 565 SHALL THE PEOPLE OF EUROPE AND ASIA SUFFER PAIN. AND SIDON'S HURTFUL KING WITH BATTLE-DIN DREADFUL SHALL WORK A MOURNFUL OVERTHROW TO THE SEAFARING SAMIANS. ON THE SOIL SHALL SLAIN MEN'S DARK BLOOD BABBLE TO THE SEA; 570 AND WIVES TOGETHER WITH THE NOBLE BRIDES SHALL THEIR OUTRAGEOUS INSOLENCE LAMENT, SOME FOR THEIR BRIDEGROOMS, SOME FOR FALLEN SONS. O SIGN OF CYPRUS, MAY AN EARTHQUAKE WASTE THY PHALANXES AWAY, AND MANY SOULS 575 WITH ONE ACCORD SHALL HADES BOLD IN CHARGE. AND TRALLIS NEAR BY EPHESUS, AND WALLS WELL MADE, AND VERY PRECIOUS WEALTH OF MEN SHALL BE DISSOLVED BY EARTHQUAKE; AND THE LAND SHALL BURST OUT WITH HOT WATER; AND THE EARTH [556. RHODES--THE FAMOUS ISLAND OFF THE SOUTHERN COAST OF CARIA, WHERE NOW, AS OF OLD, IT IS SAID THERE IS SCARCELY A DAY OF THE WHOLE YEAR IN WHICH THE SUN IS NOT VISIBLE. NOT MINGLING IN THE QUARRELS OF ALEXANDER'S SUCCESSORS, RHODES ENJOYED A CONSIDERABLE PERIOD OF PEACE AND PROSPERITY, AND CARRIED AN EXTENSIVE COMMERCE WITH EGYPT. ITS SUBSEQUENT ENSLAVEMENT AND DOWNFALL WERE MAINLY DUE TO THE FACT THAT IT WAS SUCH A TEMPTING SPOIL FOR GREEDY CONQUERORS. 577. VERY PRECIOUS WEALTH--MENDELSSOHN'S EMENDATION APPROVED BY RZACH IN HIS CORRIGENDA. THE COMMON READING OF MSS. IS, WEALTH OF HEAVY-HEARTED MEN.] (443-461.) {P. 79}
580 SHALL SWALLOW DOWN THOSE WHO ARE BY THE FIRE AND STENCH OF BRIMSTONE HEAVILY OPPRESSED. AND SAMOS SHALL IN TIME BUILD ROYAL HOUSES. BUT TO THEE, ITALY, NO FOREIGN WAR SHALL COME, BUT LAMENTABLE TRIBAL BLOOD 585 NOT EASILY EXHAUSTED, MUCH RENOWNED, SHALL MAKE THEE, IMPUDENT ONE, DESOLATE. AND THOU THYSELF BESIDE HOT ASHES STRETCHED, AS THOU IN THINE OWN HEART DIDST NOT FORESEE, SHALT SLAY THYSELF. AND THOU SHALT NOT OF MEN 590 BE MOTHER, BUT A NURSE OF BEASTS OF PREY. BUT WHEN FROM ITALY SHALL COME A MAN, A SPOILER, THEN, LAODICEA, THOU, BEAUTIFUL CITY OF THE CARIANS BY LYCUS'S WONDROUS WATER, FALLING PRONE, 595 SHALT WEEP IN SILENCE FOR THY BOASTFUL SIRE. THRACIAN CROBYZI SHALL RISE UP ON HAEMUS. CHATTER OF TEETH TO THE CAMPANIANS COMES BECAUSE OF WASTING FAMINE; CORSICA WEEPS HER OLD FATHER, AND SARDINIA 600 SHALL BY GREAT STORMS OF WINTER AND THE STROKES [587. HOT ASHES--ALLUSION TO ERUPTIONS OF VESUVIUS. COMP. BOOK. IV, 172. 592. SPOILER--L. SCIPIO, ACCORDING TO SOME; NERO, ACCORDING TO OTHERS; BUT THE REFERENCE IS UNCERTAIN. "THE ENTIRE PICTURE," SAYS EWALD (P. 38), "IS SO VAST AND SO GENERAL THAT WE CANNOT THINK OF IT AS REFERRING TO AN EVENT THAT HAD ALREADY TAKEN PLACE." LAODICEA--SITUATED ON THE LYCUS AS HERE DESCRIBED, AND ON THE BORDERS OF LYDIA, CARIA, AND PHRYGIA. IT SUFFERED MUCH BY WARS AND EARTHQUAKES. 595. BOASTFUL SIRE--ANTIOCHUS THEOS, WHO NAMED IT IN HONOR OF HIS WIFE LAODICE. 596. CROBYZI--MENTIONED BY STRABO (VII, 5, 12) AS OCCUPYING THE DISTRICT NEAR MOUNT HAEMUS AND SOUTH OF THE DANUBE. 597. CAMPANIANS--CAMPANIA WAS THE DISTRICT OF ITALY SOUTH OF LATIUM, ON THE SEACOAST. VESUVIUS WAS NEAR ITS CENTRAL PART.] (462-477.) {P. 80}
OF A HOLY GOD SINK DOWN IN OCEAN DEPTHS, GREAT WONDER TO THE OF THE SEA. ALAS, ALAS, HOW MANY VIRGIN MAIDS WILL HADES WED, AND OF AS MANY YOUTHS 605 WILL THE DEEP TAKE WITHOUT FUNERAL RITES! ALAS, ALAS, THE HELPLESS LITTLE ONES AND THE VAST RICHES [CORAL REEFS] SWIMMING IN THE SEA! O HAPPY LAND OF MYSIANS, SUDDENLY A ROYAL RACE SHALL BE FORMED. TRULY NOW 610 NOT FOR A LONG TIME SHALL CHALCEDON BE. AND THERE SHALL BE A VERY BITTER GRIEF TO THE GALATIANS. AND TO TENEDOS SHALL THERE A LAST BUT GREATEST EVIL COME. AND SICYON, WITH STRONG YELLS, AND CORINTH, THOU 615 SHALT BOAST OVER ALL, BUT FLUTE SHALL SOUND LIKE STRAIN…NOW, WHEN MY SOUL HAD. REST FROM INSPIRED SONG. EVEN AGAIN WITHIN MY HEART WAS SET A [SEXLESS] MESSAGE OF THE MIGHTY GOD, AND HE COMMANDED ME TO PROPHESY ON EARTH. 620 WOE, WOE TO THE RACE OF PHOENICIAN MEN AND WOMEN, AND ALL CITIES BY THE SEA; NOT ONE OF YOU SHALL IN THE COMMON LIGHT ABIDE BEFORE THE SHINING OF THE SUN, NOR OF LIFE SHALL THERE ANY LONGER BE 625 NUMBER AND TRIBE, BECAUSE OF UNJUST SPEECH AND LAWLESS [SEXUAL] LIFE IMPURE WHICH THEY LIVED, OPENING A MOUTH IMPURE, AND FEARFUL WORDS [616. HERE A NEW SECTION BEGINS, AND HAS AN EXORDIUM SIMILAR TO THOSE OF LINES 1-10, 196-201 AND 362-371. 620. PHOENICIAN MEN--FAMED FOR THEIR EXTENSIVE COMMERCE. EWALD (P. 38) SEES IN THIS ORACLE AN EVIDENCE OF THE BITTER FEELING OF THE AUTHOR TOWARD PHOENICIA, CHIEFLY ON ACCOUNT OF COMMERCIAL RIVALRY.] (419-497.) {P. 81}
DECEITFUL AND UNRIGHTEOUS FORTH, AND STOOD AGAINST THE GOD, THE KING, 630 AND OPENED LOATHSOME MONTH DECEITFULLY THEREFORE, MAY HE SUBDUE THEM TERRIBLY BY STROKES OVER ALL THE EARTH, AND BITTER FATE SHALL GOD SEND ON THEM BURNING FROM THE GROUND. CITIES AND OF THE CITIES THE FOUNDATIONS. 635 WOE, WOE TO THEE, O CRETE! TO THEE SHALL COME A VERY PAINFUL STROKE, AND TERRIBLY SHALL THE ETERNAL SACK THEE; AND AGAIN, SHALL EVERY LAND BEHOLD THEE BLACK WITH SMOKE, FIRE NEVER SHALL LEAVE THEE, BUT THOU SHALT BE BURNED. 610 WOE, WOE TO THEE, O THRACE! SO SHALT THOU COME BENEATH A SERVILE YOKE, WHEN THE GALATIANS UNITED WITH THE SONS OF DARDANUS RUSH ON TO RAVAGE HELLAS, THINE SHALL BE THE EVIL; AND UNTO A FOREIGN LAND 645 MUCH SHALT THOU GIVE, NOT ANYTHING RECEIVE. WOE TO THEE, GOG AND MAGOG [RUSSIA], AND TO ALL, ONE AFTER ANOTHER, MARDIANS AND DAIANS; HOW MANY EVILS FATE, SHALL BRING ON THEE! WOE ALSO TO THE SOIL OF LYCIA, 650 AND THOSE OF MYSIA AND PHRYGIA. AND MANY NATIONS OF PAMPHYLIANS, AND LYDIANS, CARIANS, CAPPADOCIANS, AND ETHIOPIAN AND ARABIAN MEN OF A STRANGE TONGUE SHALL FALL. HOW NOW MAY I 655 OF EACH SPEAK FITLY? FOR ON ALL THE NATIONS [647. MARDIANS AND DAIANS--THE MARDIANS WERE A WARLIKE TRIBE WHICH OCCUPIED THE SOUTHERN SHORE OF THE CASPIAN SEA, AND THE DAIANS, OR DAHAE, WERE A GREAT SCYTHIAN PEOPLE WHOSE TERRITORY LAY ON THE SOUTHEAST OF THE SAME SEA. THEY WERE NATURALLY ASSOCIATED IN THOUGHT WITH GOG AND MAGOG. COMP. LINE 391 ABOVE.] (498-518) {P. 82}
WHICH DWELL ON EARTH THE HIGHEST SHALL SEND DIRE PLAGUE. WHEN NOW AGAIN A BARBAROUS NATION COMES AGAINST THE GREEKS IT SHALL SLAY MANY HEADS OF CHOSEN MEN; AND THEY SHALL TEAR IN PIECES 660 MANY FAT FLOCKS OF SHEEP OF MEN, AND HERDS OF HORSES AND OF MULES AND LOWING KINE; AND WELL-MADE HOUSES SHALL THEY BURN WITH FIRE [SEXUALLY] LAWLESSLY; AND UNTO A FOREIGN LAND SHALL THEY BY FORCE LEAD MANY SLAVES AWAY, 665 AND CHILDREN, AND DEEP-GIRDED WOMEN SOFT FROM BRIDAL CHAMBERS CREEPING ON BEFORE WITH DELICATE FEET; AND THEY SHALL BE BOUND FAST WITH FETTERS BY THEIR FOES OF FOREIGN TONGUE, SUFFERING ALL FEARFUL OUTRAGE; AND TO THEM 670 THERE SHALL NOT BE ONE TO SUPPLY THE TOIL OF BATTLE AND COME TO THEIR HELP IN LIFE. AND THEY SHALL SEE THEIR GOODS AND ALL THEIR WEALTH ENRICH THE ENEMY; AND THERE SHALL BE A TREMBLING OF THE KNEES. AND THERE SHALL FLY 675 A HUNDRED, AND ONE SHALL DESTROY THEM ALL; AND FIVE SHALL ROUT A MIGHTY COMPANY; BUT THEY, AMONG THEMSELVES MIXED SHAMEFULLY, SHALL BY WAR AND DIRE TUMULT BRING DELIGHT TO ENEMIES, BUT SORROW TO THE GREEKS. 680 AND THEN UPON ALL HELLAS THERE SHALL BE A SERVILE YOKE; AND WAR AND PESTILENCE TOGETHER SHALL UPON ALL MORTALS COME. AND GOD WILL MAKE THE MIGHTY HEAVEN ON HIGH LIKE BRASS AND OVER ALL THE EARTH A DROUGHT, [657. THE PASSAGE BEGINNING HERE IS BEST EXPLAINED AS REFERRING TO THE SUBJUGATION OF GREECE BY THE ROMANS, B. C. 146. 675. COMP. LEV. XXVI, 8; DENT. XXXII, 30; ISA. XXX, 17.] (519-540.) {P. 83}
685 AND EARTH ITSELF LIKE IRON. AND THEREUPON SHALL MORTALS ALL LAMENT THE BARRENNESS AND LACK OF CULTIVATION; AND ON EARTH SHALL HE SET, WHO CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH, A MUCH-DISTRESSING FIRE; AND OF ALL MEN 690 THE THIRD PART ONLY SHALL THEREAFTER BE. O GREECE, WHY HAST THOU TRUSTED MORTAL MEN AS LEADERS, WHO CANNOT ESCAPE FROM DEATH? AND WHEREFORE BRING THOU THY FOOLISH GIFTS UNTO THE DEAD AND SACRIFICE TO IDOLS? 695 WHO PUT THE [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] IN THY HEART TO DO THESE THINGS AND LEAVE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF GOD THE MIGHTY? HONOR THE ALL-FATHER'S NAME [STEPHEN], AND LET IT NOT ESCAPE THEE. IT IS NOW A THOUSAND YEARS, YEA, AND FIVE HUNDRED MORE, SINCE HAUGHTY KINGS 700 RULED OVER THE GREEKS, WHO FIRST TO MORTAL MEN INTRODUCED EVILS, SETTING UP FOR WORSHIP [SEXUAL] IMAGES MANY OF GODS THAT ARE DEAD, BECAUSE OF WHICH YE WERE TAUGHT FOOLISH THOUGHTS. BUT WHEN THE [SEXLESS] ANGER OF THE MIGHTY GOD 705 SHALL COME UPON YOU, THEN YE'LL RECOGNIZE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF GOD THE MIGHTY. AND ALL SOULS OF MEN, WITH MIGHTY GROANING LIFTING UP THEIR HANDS TO THE BROAD HEAVEN, SHALL BEGIN TO CALL THE GREAT KING HELPER, AND TO SEEK 710 THE RESCUER FROM GREAT WRATH WHO IS TO BE. [690. THIRD PART--COMP. EZEK. V, 2; ZECH. XIII, 8; REV. VIII, 7-9. ALSO, LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 16 [L., 6, 792]. 691-697. QUOTED (OMITTING ONE LINE) BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., I, 15 [L., 6,196]. 698. THE NUMBER HERE GIVEN SEEMS TO BE INTENDED NOT AS AN EXACT, BUT AS A GENERAL AND VAGUELY ORACULAR, DESIGNATION. THE PROPHETESS SEEMS TO FORGOT HER TIME AND PLACE AS THE DAUGHTER-IN-LAW OF NOAH, TO WHICH SHE PRETENDS IN THE CLOSING LINES OF THIS BOOK.] (540-561.) {P. 84}
BUT COME AND LEARN THIS AND STORE IN YOUR HEARTS, WHAT TROUBLES IN THE ROLLING YEARS SHALL COME. AND WHAT AS WHOLE BURNT-OFFERING HELLAS BROUGHT OF COWS AND BELLOWING BULLS UNTO THE TEMPLE 715 OF THE GREAT GOD, SHE FROM ILL-SOUNDING WAR AND FEAR AND PESTILENCE SHALL FLEE AWAY AND FROM THE SERVILE YOKE ESCAPE AGAIN. BUT UNTIL THAT TIME THERE SHALL BE A [ATHEISTIC] RACE OF GODLESS MEN [JUDE 14-15], EVEN WHEN THAT FATED DAY 720 SHALL REACH ITS END. FOR OFFERING TO GOD YE SHOULD NOT MAKE TILL ALL THINGS COME TO PASS, WHICH GOD ALONE SHALL PURPOSE NOT IN VAIN TO BE ALL FULFILLED; AND STRONG FORCE SHALL URGE. AND THERE SHALL BE AGAIN A HOLY RACE 725 OF GODLY MEN WHO, KEEPING TO THE COUNSELS AND MIND OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], SHALL HONOR MUCH THE GREAT GOD'S TEMPLE WITH DRINK-OFFERINGS, BURNT-OFFERINGS, AND HOLY HECATOMBS, WITH SACRIFICES OF FAT BULLS, CHOICE RAMS, 730 FIRSTLINGS OF SHEEP AND THE FAT THIGHS OF LAMBS, SACREDLY OFFERING WHOLE BURNT-OFFERINGS ON THE GREAT ALTAR. AND IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, HAVING OBTAINED THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], BLEST SHALL THEY DWELL IN CITIES AND RICH FIELDS. 735 AND PROPHETS SHALL BE SET ON HIGH FOR THEM BY THE IMMORTAL, BRINGING GREAT DELIGHT UNTO ALL MORTALS. FOR TO THEM ALONE THE MIGHTY GOD HIS GRACIOUS COUNSEL GAVE AND FAITH AND NOBLEST THOUGHT WITHIN THEIR HEARTS; 740 THEY HAVE NOT BY VAIN THINGS BEEN LED ASTRAY, [730. FAT THIGHS--THIS CONJECTURAL READING OF MENDELSSOHN ({GREEK MH~RA} INSTEAD OF {GREEK MH~LA}) IS APPROVED BY RZACH IN HIS ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA.] (562-586.) {P. 85}
NOR PAY THEY HONOR TO THE WORKS OF MEN MADE OF GOLD, BRASS, SILVER, AND IVORY, NOR STATUES OF DEAD GODS OF WOOD AND STONE [BESMEARED CLAY, FIGURES OF THE PAINTER'S ART], 745 AND ALL THAT EMPTY-MINDED MORTALS WILL; BUT THEY LIFT UP THEIR PURE ARMS UNTO HEAVEN, RISE FROM THE COUCH AT DAYBREAK, ALWAYS HANDS WITH WATER CLEANSE, AND HONOR ONLY HIM WHO IS IMMORTAL AND WHO EVER RULES, 750 AND THEN THEIR PARENTS; AND ABOVE ALL MEN DO THEY RESPECT THE [SEXLESS] LAWFUL MARRIAGE-BED; AND THEY HAVE NOT BASE [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH [YOUNG] BOYS, AS DO PHOENICIANS, LATINS, AND EGYPTIANS AND SPACIOUS GREECE, AND NATIONS MANY MORE 755 OF PERSIANS AND GALATIANS AND ALL ASIA, TRANSGRESSING THE IMMORTAL GOD'S PURE [SEXLESS] LAW [THIS IS TRUE BECAUSE NO FEMALE CAN NEVER SIN BECAUSE THEY CAN ONLY SEXUALLY TEMPT [TRY, TEST, PUT ON TRIAL] AS THE FEMALE DEVIL IS LINKED TO THE BEHEADING ONCE THAT CAN ONLY GIVE A TEMPTATION APPROVAL & IS SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR TEMPTATION IN ROMANS 1:32 & CAN NEVER TEMPT IN JOHN 8:7 & 1ST JOHN 3:9 UNLESS THEY GO DOWN & GROW PUSSIES THROUGH UNWANTED PREGNANCY & BECOME WOMAN & FUCKS THE MALE IN HIS DICK, THEN WOMAN CAN ONLY SEXUALLY TEMPT, WHICH IS GUILTY IN GENESIS 4:1; 6:1-7, & NO MAN CAN NEVER TEMPT BECAUSE THEY CAN ONLY SEXUALLY SIN AS THE MALE DEVIL IS LINKED TO THE CROSS THAT CAN ONLY GIVE A SEXUAL APPROVAL & IS SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR SIN IN ROMANS 1:32, EVEN THE CHILDREN IN THE UPSIDE DOWN CROSS IS LINKED TO IGNORANCE ONCE [THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER IN THE NEW UNIVERSE], BOYS OR GIRLS, THE LAW & ANGELS OR ANYTHING HIGHER, SUCH AS SAINTLY CHRISTIAN LORDS [LADIES] & CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] IS LINKED TO THE STONING’S ONCE [THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER IN THE NEW UNIVERSE] CAN NEVER TEMPT OR SIN, WHICH IS SEXLESS, SINLESS & GUILTLESS IN JOHN 8:7 & 1ST JOHN 3:9 UNLESS THEY GO DOWN & GROW DICKS THROUGH UNWANTED PREGNANCY & BECOME MAN & FUCKS THE FEMALE IN HER PUSSY IN GENESIS 4:1; 6:1-7, THEN MAN CAN ONLY SEXUALLY SIN, WHICH IS SEXUAL, SINFUL & GUILTY, BUT ALL THESE IN THEIR RESPECTABLE PLACES ARE KILLED & DAMNED AS WOMAN ONLY IN THEIR PRECISE JUDGMENTS ONCE [THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] OR MAN ONLY IN THEIR PRECISE APPOINTED TIMES ONCE [THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] BY THE LORD THAT CHOOSES TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR DEATH THAT THE LORD TOOK FROM THE LORD LUCIFER [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL] & THE LORD VICTORIA [BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] IN HEBREWS 9:27 & JAMES 1:13-15, BUT HOMOSEXUALITY IS DIFFERENT & IN ORDER FOR MALE HOMOSEXUALITY, WHICH IS FULL OF SINS TO BE DONE, THERE HAS TO BE FEMALE HOMOSEXUALITY, WHICH IS FULL OF TEMPTATIONS AT FIRST & IF YOU ARE A HERMAPHRODITE THEN BOTH TEMPTATIONS & SINS COLLIDE WITH ONE ANOTHER, BUT LIKE THE HERMAPHRODITE THAT SAYS, ‘MY PUSSY TEMPTS MY DICK TO CAUSE IT TO SIN’, BUT WHAT THIS CREATURE DOES NOT TRUTHFULLY REALIZE IS THAT THE LADY VICTORIA IN THE ULTIMATE BEGINNING TO THE ULTIMATE ENDING CAUSED THE LORD LUCIFER TO ETERNALLY SIN BY HER VERY STRONG ETERNAL TEMPTATION THAT ETERNALLY RESULTED IN THE CREATED MAKE-UP OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD & EVIL, THAT IS MENTIONED MUCH LATER IN GENESIS 2:9, BUT THE LORD IS THE ONLY ONE THAT ETERNALLY KILLS & ETERNALLY DAMNS THEM BOTH IN ETERNAL DEATH BECAUSE OF THIS ETERNAL BULLSHIT IN PROVERBS 8:30-31 & SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, WHICH IS TEMPTING DESIRE ORIGINALLY FROM VICTORIA KNOWN AS BABYLON IN PROVERBS 8:30-31 & ISAIAH 47:1-15, BRINGS FORTH SEXUAL SIN ORIGINALLY FROM LUCIFER KNOWN AS SATAN IN PROVERBS 8:30-31 & ISAIAH 14:12-21 & SEXUAL SIN FULLY GROWN, BRINGS FORTH SEXUAL DEATH [GUILTINESS] IN JAMES 1:13-15, BUT DIVINE INTERCOURSE, WHICH IS UNTEMPTING DESIRE, BRINGS FORTH THE SINLESS & THE SINLESS FULLY GROWN, BRINGS FORTH SEXLESS LIFE [GUILTLESSNESS] IN JAMES 1:17 & 1ST JOHN 3:9 & THIS ULTIMATELY MEANS WHEN THE LORD LUCIFER [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL] OR ANY SIMILAR MALE DIABOLIC ETERNAL CREATURES THAT CAN NEVER COME UP TO THE LORD BECAUSE OF HIS INVINCIBLE HEDGE AT ANY TIME & WHEN THE LADY VICTORIA [BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] ONCE OR ANY SIMILAR FEMALE DIABOLIC ETERNAL CREATURE ONCE TRIES TO COME UP TO THE LORD, SHE CAN NEVER ETERNALLY TEMPT THE LORD, TO CAUSE THE LORD TO ETERNALLY SIN & THEN CANNOT CAUSE THE LORD TO HAVE ETERNAL DEATH IN HIMSELF, & THROUGH THIS SPECIAL MEASURE THE LORD PAYS IT BACK IN RECOMPENSE TO THE LORD LUCIFER [SATAN & THE DEVIL] OR ANY SIMILAR MALE DIABOLIC ETERNAL CREATURES & THE LADY VICTORIA [BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] OR ANY SIMILAR FEMALE DIABOLIC ETERNAL CREATURES, WHICH CANNOT ETERNALLY TEMPT, CAUSE ETERNAL SIN OR BRING FORTH ETERNAL DEATH WHEN DEALING WITH THE LORD, WHICH ETERNALLY BREAKS ALL THE ETERNAL BULLSHIT & ALL THE ETERNAL REBELLION OF THE ETERNAL ADVERSARY OR ETERNAL ADVERSARIES BECAUSE OF JAMES 1:13; 4:7-10; 1ST PETER 5:5-11 & REVELATION 20:7-15 & BECAUSE THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD AUTHORIZED & ORCHESTRATED HIS OWN ETERNAL DEATH BY HIS SUPREME OWN COMMAND AS BECOMING THE LORD STEVE IN JOHN 10:18, WHICH MEANS HE COULD NEVER BE KILLED BY THE FULLY GROWN ETERNAL SIN FROM ANY OTHER ETERNAL CREATURE IN JAMES 1:13, BUT CHOOSE TO DIE BY HIS OWN JUDGMENT IN ACTS 7:60 TO SET THE ETERNAL EXAMPLE & SET THE ETERNAL RECORD STRAIGHT FOR ALL CREATURES TO DIE ONCE AS THE LORD BARABBAS OR THE LORD STEVE IN HEBREWS 9:27] WHICH THEY WERE UNDER. THEREFORE, ON ALL MEN WILL THE IMMORTAL PUT BANE, FAMINE, PAINS, GROANS, WAR, AND PESTILENCE AND MOURNFUL WOES; 760 BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT HONOR PIOUSLY THE IMMORTAL SIRE OF ALL MEN, BUT REVERED AND WORSHIPED IDOLS MADE WITH HANDS, WHICH THINGS MORTALS THEMSELVES WILL CAST DOWN AND FOR SHAME CONCEAL IN CLEFTS OF ROCKS, WHEN A YOUNG KING, 765 THE SEVENTH OF EGYPT, SHALL RULE HIS OWN LAND, RECKONED FROM THE DOMINION OF THE GREEKS, WHICH COUNTLESS MACEDONIAN MEN SHALL RULE; AND THERE SHALL COME FROM ASIA A GREAT KING, [741-750. CITED BY CLEM. ALEX., COHORT., VI [G., 8, 176]. 757. FOR THE TEXT SEE RZACH'S ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA. 764. YOUNG KING--OR NEW KING; PTOLEMY PHILOMETER, THE SEVENTH FROM ALEXANDER, INCLUDING THE LATTER, AS THE POET EVIDENTLY INTENDS. 168. GREAT KING--ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, WHO INVADED EGYPT B. C. 170, AND CARRIED OFF PTOLEMY PHILOMETER AS PRISONER.] (586-611.) {P. 86}
A FIERY EAGLE, WHO WITH FOOT AND HORSE 770 SHALL COVER ALL THE LAND, CUT UP ALL THINGS, AND FILL ALL THINGS WITH EVILS; HE WILL CAST THE EGYPTIAN KINGDOM DOWN; AND TAKING OFF ALL ITS POSSESSIONS CARRY THEM AWAY OVER THE SPACIOUS SURFACE OF THE SEA. 775 AND THEN SHALL THEY BEFORE, THE MIGHTY GOD, THE KING IMMORTAL, BEND THE FAIR WHITE KNEE ON THE MUCH-NOURISHING EARTH; AND ALL THE WORKS MADE WITH HANDS SHALL FALL BY A FLAME OF FIRE. AND THEN WILL GOD BESTOW GREAT JOY ON MEN; 780 FOR LAND AND TREES AND COUNTLESS FLOCKS OF SHEEP THEIR GENUINE FRUIT TO MEN SHALL OFFER--WINE, AND THE SWEET HONEY, AND WHITE MILK, AND WHEAT, WHICH IS FOR MORTALS OF ALL THINGS THE BEST. BUT THOU, O MORTAL FULL OF VARIOUS WILES, 485 DO NOT DELAY AND LOITER, BUT DO THOU, TOSSED TO AND FRO, TURN AND PROPITIATE GOD. OFFER TO GOD YOUR HECATOMBS OF BULLS AND FIRSTLING LAMBS AND GOATS, AS TIMES REVOLVE. BUT HIM PROPITIATE, THE IMMORTAL GOD, 490 IF HAPLY, HE, SHOW MERCY. FOR HE IS THE ONLY GOD, AND OTHER THERE IS NONE. AND HONOR JUSTICE AND OPPRESS NO MAN. FOR THESE THINGS THE IMMORTAL DOTH ENJOIN ON MISERABLE MEN. BUT DO THOU HEED 795 THE CAUSE OF THE WRATH OF THE MIGHTY GOD, WHEN ON ALL MORTALS THERE SHALL COME THE HEIGHT OF PESTILENCE AND CONQUERED, THEY SHALL MEET A FEARFUL JUDGMENT, AND KING SHALL SEIZE KING AND WREST HIS LAND AWAY, AND NATIONS BRING 800 RUIN ON NATIONS AND LORDS PLUNDER TRIBES, [779-783. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 24 [L., 6, 811].] (611-636.) {P. 87}
AND CHIEFS ALL FLEE INTO ANOTHER LAND, AND THE LAND, CHANGE ITS MEN, AND FOREIGN RULE RAVAGE ALL HELLAS AND DRAIN THE RICH LAND. OF ITS WEALTH, AND TO STRIFE AMONG THEMSELVES 805 BECAUSE OF GOLD AND SILVER THEY SHALL COME—THE [SEXUAL] LOVE OF GAIN [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10] AN EVIL SHEPHERDESS WILL BE FOR CITIES--IN A FOREIGN LAND. AND THEY SHALL ALL BE WITHOUT BURIAL, AND VULTURES AND WILD BEASTS OF EARTH SHALL SPOIL 810 THEIR FLESH; AND WHEN THESE THINGS ARE BROUGHT TO PASS, VAST EARTH SHALL WASTE THE RELICS OF THE DEAD. AND ALL UNSOWN SHALL IT BE AND UNPLOWED, PROCLAIMING SAD THE [SEXUAL] FILTH OF MEN [SEXUALLY] DEFILED MANY LENGTHS OF TIME IN THE REVOLVING YEARS, 815 AND SHIELDS AND JAVELINS AND ALL SORTS OF ARMS; NOR SHALL THE FOREST WOOD BE CUT FOR FIRE. AND THEN SHALL GOD SEND FROM THE EAST A KING, WHO SHALL MAKE ALL EARTH CEASE FROM EVIL WAR, KILLING SOME, OTHERS BINDING WITH STRONG OATHS. 820 AND HE WILL NOT BY HIS OWN COUNSELS DO ALL THESE THINGS, BUT OBEY THE GOOD DECREES OF GOD THE MIGHTY. AND WITH GOODLY WEALTH, WITH GOLD AND SILVER AND PURPLE ORNAMENT, THE TEMPLE OF THE MIGHTY GOD AGAIN 825 SHALL BE WEIGHED DOWN; AND THE FULL-BEARING EARTH AND THE SEA SHALL BE FILLED FULL OF GOOD THINGS. AND KINGS AGAINST EACH OTHER SHALL BEGIN [806, 807. A PARENTHETIC STATEMENT, OCCASIONED BY THE REFERENCE TO GOLD AND SILVER. COMP. BOOK II, 136-143; VIII, 21-26. 814-816. COMP. A SIMILAR STATEMENT IN LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 26 [L., 6, 814]. SEE ALSO ISA. IX, 5, AND EZEK. XXXIX, 9, 10, AND LINES 907-911, WHERE WE HAVE THE FULLER FORM OF WHAT SEEMS HERE TO BE FRAGMENTARY. 817. SEND FROM THE EAST A KING--BEST EXPLAINED BY CYRUS. COMP. LINE 352 ABOVE, AND ISA. XLI, 2, 25.] (637-660.) {P. 88}
TO HOLD ILL WILL, IN HEART ABETTING EVILS. ENVY IS NOT A GOOD TO WRETCHED MEN. 830 BUT AGAIN KINGS OF NATIONS ON THIS LAND SHALL RUSH IN MASSES, BRINGING ON THEMSELVES DESTRUCTION; FOR THEY'LL PURPOSE TO DESPOIL THE GREAT GOD'S TEMPLE AND THE NOBLEST MEN. WHAT TIME THEY REACH THE LAND, [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED KINGS 835 SHALL SET AROUND THE CITY EACH HIS THRONE AND HAVE HIS PEOPLE THAT OBEY NOT GOD. AND THEN SHALL GOD SPEAK WITH A MIGHTY VOICE TO ALL RUDE PEOPLE OF AN EMPTY MIND, AND JUDGMENT FROM THE MIGHTY GOD SHALL COME 840 UPON THEM, AND THEY ALL SHALL BE DESTROYED BY HIS IMMORTAL ARM. AND FIERY SWORDS SHALL FALL FRONT HEAVEN ON EARTH; AND GREAT BRIGHT LIGHTS SHALL COME DOWN FLAMING IN THE MIDST OF MEN. AND IN THOSE DAYS SHALL EARTH, ALL-MOTHER, REEL 845 BY HIS IMMORTAL ARM, AND SHOALS OF FISH IN THE DEEP SEA, AND ALL WILD, BEASTS OF EARTH, AND COUNTLESS TRIBES OF WINGED FOWL, AND ALL THE SOULS OF MEN AND EVERY SEA SHALL TREMBLE BEFORE THE FACE OF THE IMMORTAL ONE, 850 AND THERE SHALL BE DISMAY. HIGH MOUNTAIN PEAKS AND MONSTROUS HILLS SHALL HE ASUNDER BREAK, AND TO ALL SHALL DARK EREBUS APPEAR. AND MISTY GORGES IN THE LOFTY HILLS [830. HERE ASSUREDLY A NEW PARAGRAPH OUGHT TO BEGIN, THOUGH RZACH'S TEXT ALLOWS NONE. AFTER THE PROPHECY OF THE RESTORATION OF THE TEMPLE THE WRITER TURNS (LINES 830-836) TO THE WARS OF THE POST-EXILE PERIOD, AND THE DESPOILING OF THE TEMPLE BY ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES. WITH SUCH ATTEMPTS TO DESTROY THE HOLY PEOPLE HE CONCEIVES, AFTER THE MANNER OF DANIEL'S PROPHECY (DAN. XL, 40-45), THAT THE SUDDEN JUDGMENT OF HEAVEN INTERCEPTS THE DARING AND IMPIOUS TRANSGRESSOR. HENCE THE SUBLIME APOCALYPTIC PASSAGE, LINES 837-871, FOLLOWS IN THE REGULAR ORDER OF PROPHETIC THOUGHT.] (661-682) {P. 89}
SHALL BE FULL OF THE DEAD; AND ROCKS SHALL STREAM 855 WITH BLOOD AND EVERY TORRENT FILL THE PLAIN. AND WELL-BUILT WALLS OF EVIL-MINDED MEN SHALL ALL FALL TO THE EARTH, SINCE THEY KNEW NOT THE [SEXLESS] LAW NOR JUDGMENT OF THE MIGHTY GOD, BUT WITH A SENSELESS SOUL ALL HURRIED ON 860 AGAINST THE TEMPLE AND RAISED UP THEIR SPEARS. AND GOD SHALL JUDGE ALL BY WAR AND BY SWORD AND BY FIRE AND BY OVERWHELMING STORM; AND BRIMSTONE THERE SHALL BE FROM HEAVEN, AND STONES AND GREAT AND GRIEVOUS HAIL; AND DEATH SHALL COME 865 UPON THE QUADRUPEDS. AND THEN SHALL THEY KNOW GOD, THE IMMORTAL, WHO PERFORMS THESE THINGS; AND WAILING, AND UPON THE BOUNDLESS EARTH SHALL BE AT ONCE A SHOUT OF PERISHING MEN; AND ALL THE UNHOLY SHALL BE BATHED IN BLOOD; 870 AND EARTH HERSELF SHALL ALSO DRINK THE BLOOD OF THE PERISHING, AND BEASTS BE GORGED WITH FLESH. AND ALL THESE THINGS THE GREAT ETERNAL GOD HIMSELF BADE ME PROCLAIM. AND THAT SHALL NOT BE UNACCOMPLISHED, OR BE UNFULFILLED, 875 WHATEVER ONLY IN MY HEART HE PUT; FOR TRUTHFUL IS GOD'S SPIRIT IN THE WORLD. BUT CHILDREN OF THE MIGHTY GOD SHALL ALL AGAIN, AROUND THE TEMPLE LIVE IN PEACE, REJOICING IN THOSE THINGS WHICH HE SHALL GIVE 880 WHO IS THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], RIGHTEOUS JUDGE AND KING. FOR HE HIMSELF, GREAT, PRESENT FAR AND WIDE, SHALL BE A SHELTER, AS ON ALL SIDES ROUND A WALL OF FLAMING FIRE. AND THEY SHALL BE IN CITIES AND IN COUNTRY WITHOUT WAR. 885 FOR NOT THE HAND OF EVIL WAR, BUT RATHER THE IMMORTAL SHALL HIMSELF BE THEIR DEFENDER (683-709.) {P. 90}
AND THE HAND OF THE HOLY ONE. AND THEN SHALL ALL THE ISLANDS AND THE CITIES TELL HOW MUCH THE IMMORTAL GOD [SEXLESS] LOVES THOSE MEN; FOR ALL THINGS 890 HELP THEM IN CONFLICT AND DELIVER THEM HEAVEN, AND DIVINELY FASHIONED SUN, AND MOON. [AND IN THOSE DAYS SHALL EARTH, ALL-MOTHER, REEL.] SWEET WORD SHALL THEY SEND FROM THEIR MOUTHS IN HYMNS: "COME, FALLING ON THE EARTH LET US ALL PRAY 895 THE IMMORTAL KING, AND GREAT ETERNAL GOD. TO THE TEMPLE LET ITS IN PROCESSION GO, SINCE HE ALONE IS LORD, AND LET US ALL MEDITATE ON THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], WHICH IS MOST RIGHTEOUS OF ALL ([SEXLESS] LAWS) ON EARTH. 900 AND FROM THE PATH OF THE IMMORTAL WE HAVE WANDERED AND WITH SENSELESS SOUL WE HONOR WORKS MADE BY HAND AND WOODEN [SEXUAL] IMAGES OF DEAD MEN." THESE THINGS SOULS OF FAITHFUL MELT SHALL CRY OUT: "COME, HAVING AT THE HOUSE OF GOD 905 FALLEN ON OUR FACES, LET ITS WITH OUR HYMNS MAKE JOY TO GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AT OUR HOMES, SUPPLIED THROUGH ALL OUR LAND WITH ARMS OF FOES SEVEN LENGTHS OF TIME IN THE REVOLVING YEARS; EVEN SHIELDS AND HELMETS AND ALL SORTS OF ARMS, 910 AND A GREAT STORE OF BOWS AND ARROWS BARBED; FOR FOREST WOOD SHALL NOT BE CUT FOR BUT, WRETCHED HELLAS, STOP THY [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE AND BE WISE; AND ENTREAT THE IMMORTAL ONE MAGNANIMOUS, AND BE UPON THY GUARD. [900-903. CITED BY JUSTIN MARTYR, COHORT. AD GRAECOS, XVI [G., 6, 273]. 907-911. COMP. LINES 815-816 ABOVE, AND NOTE. 912. WRETCHED HELLAS--ADDRESSED APPARENTLY TO THE GREEK DOMINION OF EGYPT UNDER THE PTOLEMIES.] (709-733) {P. 91}
915 SEND NOW AGAINST THIS CITY YET AGAIN THE PEOPLE INCONSIDERATE, WHO ARE COME OUT OF THE HOLY LAND OF THE MIGHTY ONE. DO NOT MOVE CAMARINA; FOR 'TIS BETTER SHE, BE UNMOVED; A LEOPARD FROM THE LAIR, 920 DO THOU NOT LET AN EVIL MEET WITH THEE. BUT KEEP OFF, DO NOT HOLD WITHIN THY BREAST A [SEXUAL] ARROGANT AND OVERBEARING SOUL, READY FOR MIGHTY CONTEST [TO BE HIGH & MIGHTY]. AND SERVE GOD THE MIGHTY, THAT THOU MAYEST SHARE THOSE THINGS; 925 AND WHEN THAT FATED DAY SHALL REACH ITS END [AND JUDGMENT OF THE IMMORTAL GOD SHALL COME TO MORTALS], JUDGMENT GREAT AND POWER SHALL COME UPON MEN. FOR ALL-MOTHER EARTH SHALL YIELD TO MORTALS, BEST FRUIT BOUNDLESS, WHEAT, WINE, OIL; 930 ALSO FROM HEAVEN A DELIGHTFUL DRINK [915. SEND NOW AGAINST THIS CITY--SEVERAL CRITICS HAVE PROPOSED TO READ, "SEND NOT," AND UNDERSTAND THE PASSAGE AS AN EXHORTATION TO THE GREEKS OF EGYPT NOT TO SEND TO JERUSALEM AN ARMY OF ALEXANDRINE JEWS, WHO MIGHT BE EXCITED BY BAD COUNSEL TO MIX UP WITH THE PALESTINIAN WARS SO CONSTANTLY RAGING BETWEEN THE SELEUCIDS AND THE PTOLEMIES. SUCH ILL-ADVISED ACTION WOULD BE "MOVING CAMARINA," OR PROVOKING A FIERCE LEOPARD IN HIS LAIR. ANOTHER VIEW IS THAT THE ORACLE DATES ABOUT THE BEGINNING OF THE RISE OF THE MACCABEES, AND IS AN EXHORTATION TO THE PTOLEMIES TO SEND TO JERUSALEM JEWISH FORCES, NUMEROUS IN ALEXANDRIA, TO HELP THEIR BRETHREN IN THE HOLY LAND. BUT ALL THE ATTEMPTS TO MAKE THE PASSAGE FIT PARTICULAR PERSONS AND EVENTS INVOLVE SO MUCH OF FANCY AND CONJECTURE THAT ONE MAY WELL HESITATE TO ADOPT ANY OF THEM. 918. CAMARINA--THE ALLUSION IS TO THE WELL-KNOWN STORY OF DRAINING THE MARSH OF CAMARINA, A CITY OF SOUTHERN SICILY. THE INHABITANTS, DISREGARDING THE ORACLE, DRAINED THE NEIGHBORING MARSH, WHICH WAS BELIEVED TO BREED PESTILENCE, AND BY SO DOING THEY OPENED A WAY FOR THEIR ENEMIES TO COME AND DESTROY THEIR CITY. HENCE THE PROVERB, "MOVE NOT CAMARINA," WAS EQUIVALENT TO: DO NOT SEEK TO REMOVE ONE EVIL IN A WAY THAT IS LIKELY TO BRING ON ANOTHER AND GREATER ONE. COMP. VERGIL, AEN., III, 701.] (734-745.) {P. 92}
OF HONEY AND TREES SHALL GIVE THEIR FRUIT, AND FATTED SHEEP AND CATTLE THERE SHALL BE, YOUNG LAMBS AND KIDS OF GOATS; EARTH SHALL BREAK FORTH WITH SWEET SPRINGS OF WHITE MILK; AND OF GOOD THINGS 935 THE CITIES SHALL BE FULL AND FAT THE FIELDS; NOR SWORD NOR UPROAR SHALL BE ON THE EARTH; NO MORE SHALL EARTH GROAN HEAVILY AND QUAKE; NOR SHALL WAR LONGER BE ON EARTH, NOR DROUGHT, NOR FAMINE, NOR THE FRUIT-DESTROYING HAIL; 940 BUT GREAT PEACE, SHALL BE UPON ALL THE EARTH, AND KING TO KING BE FRIEND UNTIL THE END OF THE AGE, AND OVER ALL EARTH COMMON [SEXLESS] LAW WILL THE IMMORTAL IN THE STARRY HEAVEN PERFECT FOR MEN, TOUCHING WHATEVER THINGS 945 HAVE BEEN BY MISERABLE MORTALS DONE; FOR HE ALONE IS GOD, THERE IS NO OTHER; AND THE STERN RAGE OF MEN, HE'LL BURN WITH FIRE. BUT CHANGE ENTIRELY THE THOUGHTS IN THY HEART, AND FLEE UNRIGHTEOUS WORSHIP; SERVE THE ONE 950 WHO LIVETH; GUARD AGAINST ADULTERY AND DEEDS OF LEWDNESS; THINE OWN OFFSPRING REAR AND DO NOT MURDER; FOR THE IMMORTAL ONE IS ANGRY WITH HIM WHO IN THESE THINGS, [SEXUALLY] SINS. AND THEN A KINGDOM OVER ALL MANKIND 955 SHALL HE RAISE UP FOR AGES, WHO ONCE GAVE HOLY [SEXLESS] LAW TO THE PIOUS, UNTO WHOM HE PLEDGED TO OPEN EVERY LAND, THE WORLD AND [TIME] PORTALS OF THE BLESSED, AND ALL JOYS, AND MIND IMMORTAL AND ETERNAL BLISS. 960 AND OUT OF EVERY LAND UNTO THE HOUSE OF THE GREAT GOD SHALL THEY BRING FRANKINCENSE AND GIFTS, AND THERE SHALL BE NO OTHER HOUSE [948-950. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DE IRA DEI, I, XXII [L., 7, 143].] (746-773) {P. 93}
TO BE INQUIRED OF BY MEN YET TO BE, BUT WHAT GOD GAVE FOR FAITHFUL MEN TO HONOR; 965 FOR MORTAL TEMPLE OF THE MIGHTY GOD SHALL CALL IT. AND ALL PATHWAYS OF THE PLAIN AND ROUGH HILLS AND HIGH MOUNTAINS AND WILD WAVES OF THE DEEP SHALL BE EASY IN THOSE DAYS FOR CROSSING AND FOR SAILING; FOR ALL PEACE 970 ON THE LAND OF THE GOOD SHALL COME; AND SWORD SHALL PROPHETS OF THE MIGHTY GOD REMOVE; FOR THEY ARE JUDGES AND THE RIGHTEOUS KINGS OF MORTALS. AND THERE SHALL BE RIGHTEOUS WEALTH AMONG MANKIND; FOR OF THE MIGHTY GOD 975 THIS IS THE JUDGMENT AND ALSO THE POWER. BE OF GOOD CHEER, O MAIDEN, AND BE GLAD; FOR HE WHO MADE THE HEAVEN AND EARTH GAVE THEE JOY IN THY AGE. AND HE WILL DWELL IN THEE; AND THINE SHALL BE IMMORTAL AND WOLVES 980 AND LAMBS SHALL IN THE MOUNTAINS FEED ON GRASS TOGETHER, AND WITH KIDS SHALL LEOPARDS GRAZE; AND BEARS SHALL LODGE AMONG THE PASTURING CALVES; AND THE CARNIVOROUS LION SHALL EAT CHAFF AT THE MANGER LIKE THE COW; AND LITTLE CHILDREN 985 IN BONDS SHALL LEAD THEM; FOR HE WILL MAKE BEASTS HELPLESS ON EARTH. WITH BABES SHALL FALL ASLEEP SERPENTS, ALONG WITH ASPS, AND DO NO HARM; FOR OVER THEM SHALL BE THE [TERRIBLE] HAND OF GOD. NOW TELL I THEE A SIGN EXCEEDING CLEAR, 990 THAT THOU MAY'ST KNOW WHEN THE END OF ALL THINGS [964. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., IV, 6 [L., 6, 462]. 976. COMP. ZECH. II, 10; IX, 9. 979-987. COMP. ISA. XI, 6-9. CITED ALSO, WITH SOME VERBAL VARIATIONS, BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 24 [L., 6, 811].] (774-797.) {P. 94}
ON EARTH SHALL BE. WHEN IN THE STARRY HEAVEN, SWORDS SHALL BY NIGHT POINT STRAIGHT TOWARD WEST AND EAST, STRAIGHTWAY SHALT THERE BE ALSO FROM THE HEAVEN, A CLOUD OF DUST BORNE FORTH TO ALL THE EARTH, 995 AND THE SUN'S BRIGHTNESS IN THE MIDST OF HEAVEN SHALL BE ECLIPSED, AND THE MOON'S BEAMS APPEAR AND COME AGAIN ON EARTH; BY DROPS OF BLOOD DISTILLING FROM THE ROCKS A SIGN SHALT BE; AND IN THE CLOUD SHALT YE BEHOLD A WAR 1000 OF FOOT AND HORSE, LIKE THE CHASE OF WILD BEASTS IN THE DENSE FOG. THIS END OF ALL THINGS GOD SHALT CONSUMMATE, WHOSE DWELLING IS IN HEAVEN. BUT ALL MUST SACRIFICE TO THE GREAT KING. THESE THINGS I SHOW THEE, I WHO MADLY LEFT 1005 THE LONG WALLS OF ASSYRIAN BABYLON FOR HELLAS TO PROCLAIM TO ALL THE WRATH OF GOD, FIRE SENT…AND THAT I MIGHT TO MORTALS, PROPHESY OF MYSTERIES DIVINE. AND MEN SHALT SAY 1010 IN HELLAS THAT I AM OF FOREIGN LAND, OF ERYTHRE BORN, SHAMELESS; OTHERS SAY THAT I'M A SIBYL, BORN OF MOTHER CIRCE AND FATHER GNOSTOS RAVING MAD AND FALSE; BUT AT THAT TIME WHEN ALL THING COME TO PASS 1015 YE SHALL REMEMBER ME, AND NO ONE MORE [991-1000. COMP. WITH THIS SECTION JOSEPHUS, WARS, VI, V, 3. 1005. BABYLON--LACTANTIUS UNDERSTOOD THE SIBYL TO PREDICT THAT SHE WOULD BE CALLED ERYTHRAEAN, "ALTHOUGH SHE WAS BORN IN BABYLON." DIV. INST., I, 6 [L., 6, 145]. 1013. GNOSTOS--SOME HAVE THOUGHT THAT GLAUCUS IS INTENDED, THE SEA-GOD AND FATHER OF DEIPHOBE. SEE VERGIL, AEN., VI, 36. 1014-1016. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV, IV, 15 [L, 6, 495].] (798-817.) {P. 95}
SHALL CALL ME MAD, THE GREAT GOD'S PROPHETESS, FOR HE SHOWED ME WHAT HAPPENED FORMERLY TO MY ANCESTORS; WHAT THINGS WERE THE FIRST THOSE, GOD MADE KNOWN TO ME; AND IN MY MIND 1020 DID GOD PUT ALL THINGS TO BE AFTERWARDS, THAT I MIGHT PROPHESY OF THINGS TO COME, AND THINGS THAT WERE, AND TELL THEM UNTO MEN. FOR WHEN THE WORLD WAS DELUGED WITH A FLOOD OF WATERS, AND ONE MAN OF GOOD REPUTE 1025 ALONE WAS LEFT AND IN A WOODEN HOUSE SAILED OVER THE WATERS WITH THE BEASTS AND BIRDS, IN ORDER THAT THE WORLD MIGHT BE REFILLED, I WAS HIS SON'S BRIDE AND WAS OF HIS RACE TO WHOM THE FIRST THINGS HAPPENED, AND THE LAST 1030 WERE ALL MADE KNOWN; AND THUS, MINE OWN MOUTH LET ALL THESE TRUTHFUL THINGS REMAIN DECLARED. [1028. HIS SON'S BRIDE--LITERALLY AND STRICTLY, I WAS HIS BRIDE ({GREEK NU'MFH}) BUT THE WORD IS PROBABLY EMPLOYED HERE AS IN THE LATER GREEK USAGE, IN THE USE OF DAUGHTER-IN-LAW. NEVERTHELESS, IN BOOK VII, 219, THE SIBYL SAYS SHE HAD A SON BY HER FATHER. COMPARE, HOWEVER, BOOK I, 350-353; II, 416-425. IN BOOK V, 15, SHE CALLS HERSELF SISTER OF ISIS.] (818-829.) {P. 96} {P. 97}
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BOOK IV.
PEOPLE OF BOASTFUL ASIA AND OF EUROPE, HEAR HOW MUCH, ALL TOO TRUE, I AM ABOUT, THROUGH A MONTH MANY-TONED, FROM MY GREAT HALL TO PROPHESY; NO ORACLE AM I 5 OF LYING PHOEBUS WHOM VAIN MEN CALLED GOD, AND FURTHER FALSIFIED BY CALLING SEER; BUT OF THE MIGHTY GOD, WHOM HANDS OF MEN FORMED NOT LIKE SPEECHLESS IDOLS CARVED OF STONE. FOR HE HAS NOT FOR HIS ABODE A STONE 10 MOST DUMB AND TOOTHLESS TO A TEMPLE DRAWN, OF IMMORTALS A DISHONOR VERY SORE; FOR HE MAY NOT BE SEEN FROM EARTH NOR MEASURED BY MORTAL EYES, NOR FORMED BY MORTAL HAND; HE, LOOKING DOWN AT ONCE ON ALL, IS SEEN 15 HIMSELF BY NO ONE; HIS ARE MURKY NIGHT, AND DAY, AND SUN, AND STARS, AND MOON, AND SEAS WITH FISH, AND LAND, AND RIVERS, AND THE MONTH [1. THIS FOURTH BOOK WAS PROBABLY WRITTEN BY A JEW WHO LIVED DURING THE LATTER PART OF THE FIRST CENTURY A. D. IN LINES 162-165 WE FIND ALLUSION TO THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM BY THE ROMANS, AND LINES 169-174 ARE MOST NATURALLY EXPLAINED AS REFERRING TO THE ERUPTION OF VESUVIUS IN 79 A. D., WHICH OVERWHELMED THE CITIES OF POMPEII AND HERCULANEUM. THE NERO LEGENDS ALSO APPEAR IN THIS BOOK (LINES 154-159, 178-180), AND SERVE TO PROVE THE DATE NOT EARLIER THAN ABOUT 80 A. D. 5. PHOEBUS--THE GOD OF ARCHERY, PROPHECY, AND MUSIC, WHO HAD TEMPLES AT DELOS, DELPHI, PATARA, CLAROS, MILETUS, GRYNIUM, AND OTHER PLACES, IN ALL OF WHICH HE GAVE FORTH ORACLES OF THE FUTURE. HIS ORACLES WERE, ACCORDING TO HERODOTUS (I, 66, 75), OFTEN AMBIGUOUS AND MISLEADING, 5-8. CITED BY CLEM. ALEX., COHORT. AD GRAECOS, IV [G., 8, 111].] (1-15.) {P. 100}
OF SPRINGS PERENNIAL, CREATURES MEANT FOR LIFE, AND RAINS AT ONCE PRODUCING FRUIT OF FIELD 20 AND TREE AND VINE AND OIL. THIS GOD A WHIP STRUCK THROUGH MY HEART WITHIN TO MAKE ME TELL TRULY TO MEN WHAT THINGS HAVE NOW BEFALLEN AND HOW MUCH SHALL BEFALL THEM YET AGAIN FROM THE FIRST GENERATION TO THE ELEVENTH; 25 FOR HE HIMSELF BY BRINGING THEM TO PASS WILL PROVE ALL THINGS. BUT DO THOU IN ALL THINGS, O PEOPLE, TO THE SIBYL GIVE ALL EAR, WHO POURS FROM HALLOWED MOUTH A TRUTHFUL VOICE. BLESSED OF MEN SHALL THEY BE ON THE EARTH 30 AS MANY AS SHALL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE MIGHTY GOD, OFFERING HIM PRAISE BEFORE THEY DRINK AND EAT; TRUSTING IN PIETY. WHEN THEY BEHOLD TEMPLES AND ALTARS, FIGURES OF DUMB STONES, [STONE [SEXUAL] IMAGES AND STATUES MADE WITH HANDS] 35 [SEXUAL] POLLUTED WITH THE BLOOD OF LIVING THINGS AND SACRIFICES OF FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS, THEY WILL REJECT THEM ALL; AND THEY WILL LOOK TO THE GREAT GLORY OF ONE GOD AND NOT COMMIT PRESUMPTUOUS MURDER NOR DISPOSE 40 OF STOLEN GAIN, WHICH THINGS MOST HORRID ARE; NOR SHAMEFUL LONGING FOR ANOTHER'S BED HAVE THEY, NOR VILE AND HATEFUL [SEXUAL] LUST OF MALES. THEIR MANNER, PIETY, AND CHARACTER [24. ELEVENTH--OR TENTH? COMP. LINES 58 AND 110. THE RECKONING BEGINS WITH THE FIRST GENERATION AFTER THE FLOOD. COMP. LINES 64 AND 65. BY GENERATION THE AUTHOR EVIDENTLY MEANS A LONG PERIOD, AN AGE, BUT ITS DURATION IS LEFT INDEFINITE. 29-37. CITED BY JUSTIN MARTYR, COHORT. AD GRAECOS, XVI [G., 6, 273]; ALSO, BY CLEM. ALEX., COHORT. AD GRAECOS, IV [G., 8, 161]. 41,42. CITED BY CLEM. ALEX., PAED., II, 10 [G., 8, 516].] {P. 101}
SHALL OTHER MEN, THAT [SEXUALLY] LOVE A SHAMELESS LIFE, 45 NOT EVER IMITATE; BUT, MOCKING THEM WITH JEST AND JOKE LIKE BABES IN SENSELESSNESS [BULLSHITS], THEY'LL FALSELY CHARGE TO THEM AS MANY DEEDS BLAMEFUL AND WICKED AS THEY DO THEMSELVES. FOR SLOW IS THE WHOLE RACE OF HUMAN KIND 50 TO BELIEVE. BUT WHEN JUDGMENT OF THE WORLD AND MORTALS, COMES WHICH GOD HIMSELF SHALL BRING JUDGING AT ONCE THE IMPIOUS AND THE PIOUS, THEN INDEED SHALL HE SEND THE UNGODLY BACK TO LOWER DARKNESS [AND THEN THEY SHALL KNOW 55 HOW MUCH IMPIETY THEY WROUGHT]; BUT THE PIOUS SHALL STILL REMAIN UPON THE FRUITFUL LAND, GOD GIVING TO THEM BREATH AND LIFE AND GRACE. BUT THESE THINGS ALL IN THE TENTH GENERATION SHALL COME TO PASS; AND NOW WHAT THINGS SHALL BE 60 FROM THE FIRST GENERATION, THOSE I'LL TELL. FIRST OVER ALL MORTAL SHALL ASSYRIANS RULE, AND FOR SIX GENERATIONS HOLD THE POWER OF THE WORLD, FROM THE TIME THE GOD OF HEAVEN BEING WROTH AGAINST THE CITIES AND ALL MEN 65 SEA WITH A BURSTING DELUGE COVERED EARTH. THEM SHALL THE MEDES OVERPOWER, BUT ON THE THRONE FOR TWO GENERATIONS ONLY SHALL EXULT; IN WHICH TIMES THOSE EVENTS SHALL COME TO PASS: [49-67. CITED WITH VERBAL VARIATIONS BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 23 [L., 6, 807]. 57. COMP. ACTS XVII, 25. 61. FIRST...ASSYRIANS--COMP. GEN. X, 11. 63-65. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DE IRA DEI, XXIII [L., 7, 144]. 66. THE MEDES OVERPOWER--COMP. HEROD., I, 95: "WHEN THE ASSYRIANS HAD RULED OVER UPPER ASIA FIVE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS, FIRST THE MEDES BEGAN TO REVOLT FROM THEM, AND, HAVING THROWN OFF THEIR SLAVERY, BECAME FREE."] (36-55.) {P. 102}
DARK NIGHT SHALL COME AT THE MID HOUR OF DAY 40 AND FROM THE HEAVEN THE STARS AND CIRCLING MOON SHALL DISAPPEAR; AND EARTH IN TUMULT SHAKEN BY A GREAT EARTHQUAKE SHALL THROW MANY CITIES AND WORKS OF MEN HEADLONG; AND FROM THE DEEP THEY SHALL PEER OUT THE ISLANDS OF THE SEA. 75 BUT WHEN THE GREAT EUPHRATES SHALL WITH BLOOD BE SURGING, THEN SHALL THERE BE ALSO SET BETWEEN THE MEDES AND PERSIANS DREADFUL STRIFE IN BATTLE; AND THE, MEDES SHALL FALL AND FLY 'NEATH PERSIAN SPEARS BEYOND THE MIGHTY WATER 80 OF TIGRIS. AND THE PERSIAN POWER SHALL BE GREATEST IN ALL THE WORLD, AND THEY SHALL HAVE ONE GENERATION OF MOST PROSPEROUS RULE. AND THERE SHALL BE AS MANY EVIL DEEDS AS MEN SHALL WISH AWAY--THE DIN OF WAR, 85 AND MURDERS, AND DISPUTES, AND BANISHMENTS, AND OVERTHROW OF TOWERS AND WASTE OF CITIES, WHEN HELLAS VERY GLORIOUS SHALL SAIL OVER BROAD HELLESPONT, AND SHALL CONVEY TO PHRYGIA SORROW AND TO ASIA DOOM. 90 AND UNTO EGYPT, LAND OF MANY FURROWS, SHALL SORRY FAMINE COME, AND BARRENNESS SHALL DURING TWENTY CIRCLING YEARS PREVAIL, WHAT TIME THE NILE, CORN-NOURISHER, SHALL HIDE [69. NIGHT…DAY--PROBABLY TO BE UNDERSTOOD OF A NOTABLE ECLIPSE OF THE SUN. HERODOTUS (I, 74) RELATES THAT DURING THE WARS OF THE MEDES AND LYDIANS IT HAPPENED THAT IN THE HEAT OF BATTLE THE DAY WAS SUDDENLY TURNED INTO NIGHT. THIS EVENT, HE OBSERVES, THALES HAD FORETOLD, DESIGNATING BEFOREHAND THE VERY YEAR IN WHICH IT ACTUALLY OCCURRED. 87-89. REFERENCE TO THE TROJAN WAR ACCORDING TO MOST CRITICS, BUT ACCORDING TO BADT (DAS VIERTE BUCH D. SIBYL. ORAKEL, 10) TO THE BEGINNING, OF THE PERSIAN WAR BY THE REVOLT OF SOUTHWESTERN ASIA MINOR, AND THE ATTACK ON SARDIS BY THE GREEKS.] {P. 103}
HIS DARK WAVE SOMEWHERE UNDERNEATH THE EARTH. 95 AND THERE SHALL COME FROM ASIA A GREAT KING BEARING A SPEAR, WITH SHIPS INNUMERABLE, AND HE SHALL WALK THE WET PATHS OF THE DEEP, AND SHALL SAIL AFTER HE HAS CUT THE MOUNT OF LOFTY SUMMIT; HIM A FUGITIVE 100 FROM BATTLE FEARFUL ASIA SHALL RECEIVE. AND SICILY THE WRETCHED SHALL A STREAM OF POWERFUL FIRE SET ALL AFLAME WHILE ETNA HER FLAME DISGORGES; AND IN THE DEEP CHASM DOWN SHALL THE MIGHTY CITY CROTON FALL. 105 AND STRIFE SHALL BE IN HELLAS; THEY SHALL RAGE AGAINST EACH OTHER, CAST DOWN MANY CITIES, AND FIGHTING, MAKE AN END OF MANY MEN; BUT EQUALLY BALANCED IS THE STRIFE WITH BOTH. BUT, WHEN THE RACE OF MORTAL MEN SHALL COME 110 TO THE TENTH GENERATION, ALSO THEN UPON THE PERSIANS SHALL A SERVILE YOKE AND TERROR BE. BUT WHEN THE MACEDONIANS SHALL BOAST THE SCEPTER THERE SHALL BE FOR THEBES AN EVIL CONQUEST FROM BEHIND, AND CARIANS 115 SHALL DWELL IN TYRE, AND TYRIANS BE DESTROYED. [95-100. REFERENCE TO XERXES' INVASION OF GREECE. 104. CROTON--NO CITY OF THIS NAME IS KNOWN TO HAVE EXISTED IN SICILY, AND THE WELL-KNOWN CROTON, OR CROTO, IN SOUTHERN ITALY, CANNOT BE THOUGHT OF AS PERISHING BY LAVA STREAMS OF ETNA. ANOTHER READING {GREEK BROTW^N}) IS, "THE GREAT CITY OF MEN." 105-108. REFERENCE TO THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. 110-120. REFERENCE TO THE MACEDONIAN POWER, WHICH, UNDER ALEXANDER THE GREAT, SUBDUED THE PERSIAN EMPIRE, AND SPREAD GREEK COLONIES OVER ITS BROAD TERRITORY. THE ILLUSIONS ARE TO BE UNDERSTOOD POETICALLY, AND WERE PROBABLY NOT DESIGNED TO BE ALTOGETHER STRICT STATEMENTS OF FACT. 113. THEBES, IN BOEOTIA, WHICH WAS RAZED TO THE GROUND BY ALEXANDER BEFORE HIS EXPEDITION INTO ASIA.] (75-90.) {P. 104}
AND BABYLON, GREAT TO SEE BUT SMALL TO FIGHT, SHALL STAND WITH WALLS THAT WERE IN VAIN HOPES BUILT. IN BACTRIA MACEDONIANS SHALL DWELL; BUT THOSE FROM SUSA AND FROM BACTRIA 120 SHALL ALL INTO THE LAND OF HELLAS FLEE. IT SHALL TAKE PLACE AMONG THOSE YET TO BE, WHEN SILVER-EDDYING PYRAMUS HIS BANKS OVERPOURING, TO THE SACRED ISLE SHALL COME. AND CIBYRA SHALL FALL AND CYZICUS, 125 WHEN, EARTH BEING SHAKEN BY EARTHQUAKES, CITIES FALL. AND SAND SHALL HIDE ALL SAMOS UNDER BANKS. AND DELOS VISIBLE NO MORE, BUT THINGS OF DELOS SHALL ALL BE INVISIBLE. AND TO RHODES SHALL COME EVIL LAST, BUT GREATEST. 130 THE MACEDONIAN POWER SHALL NOT ABIDE; BUT FROM THE WEST A GREAT ITALIAN WAR SHALL FLOURISH, UNDER WHICH THE WORLD SHALL BEAR A SERVILE YOKE AND THE ITALIANS SERVE. AND THOU, O WRETCHED CORINTH, THOU SHALT LOOK 135 SOMETIME UPON THY CONQUEST. AND THY TOWER, [118. BACTRIA--THE NORTHEASTERN EXTREME OF THE PERSIAN EMPIRE, BORDERING ON NORTHERN INDIA. 119. SUSA--THE BIBLICAL SHUSHAN, ONE OF THE CAPITAL CITIES OF THE PERSIAN EMPIRE. 122. PYRAMUS--A RIVER OF CILICIA FLOWING SOUTHWARD FROM MOUNT TAURUS AND EMPTYING INTO THE MEDITERRANEAN. STRABO (BOOK I, CHAP. III, 7) DESCRIBES IT AND QUOTES THESE LINES OF THE SIBYL AS ALL ANCIENT ORACLE. 123. SACRED ISLE--REFERRING PROBABLY TO CYPRUS, WHICH WORD STRABO HERE READS. 124. CIBYRA--CITY OF ASIA MINOR, IN PHRYGIA, NEAR THE BORDER OF CARIA. CYZICUS WAS A CITY OF MYSIA, ON AN ISLAND OF THE SAME NAME IN THE PROPONTIS. 126, 127. ON SAMOS AND DELOS COMP. BOOK III, 454. 134. CORINTH--DESTROYED BY THE ROMANS THE SAME YEAR AS CARTHAGE, B. C. 146.] {P. 105}
O CARTHAGE, SHALL PRESS LOWLY ON THE GROUND. WRETCHED LAODICEA, THEE SOMETIME SHALL EARTHQUAKE LAY LOW, CASTING HEADLONG DOWN, BUT THOU, A CITY FIRMLY SET, AGAIN 140 SHALT STAND. O LYCIA MYRA BEAUTIFUL, THEE NEVER SHALL THE AGITATED EARTH SET FAST; BUT FALLING HEADLONG DOWN ON EARTH SHALT THOU, IN MANNER LIKE AN ALIEN, PRAY TO FLEE AWAY INTO ANOTHER LAND, 145 WHEN SOMETIME THE DARK WATER OF THE SEA WITH THUNDERS AND EARTHQUAKES SHALL STOP THE DIN OF PATARA FOR ITS IMPIETIES. ALSO, FOR THEE, ARMENIA, THERE REMAINS A SLAVISH FATE; AND THERE SHALL ALSO COME 150 TO SOLYMA AN EVIL BLAST OF WAR FROM ITALY, AND GOD'S GREAT TEMPLE SPOIL. BUT WHEN THESE, TRUSTING FOLLY, SHALL CAST OFF THEIR PIETY AND MURDERS CONSUMMATE AROUND THE TEMPLE, THEN FRONT ITALY 155 A MIGHTY KING SHALL LIKE A RUNAWAY SLAVE FLEE OVER THE EUPHRATES' STREAM UNSEEN, [138. LAY LOW--READ {GREEK STRW'SEI}. COMP. BOOK V, 587 (GREEK TEXT, 438). SO, MENDELSSOHN, FAVORED BY RZACH. 140. MYRA--CHIEF CITY OF LYCIA, ON THE SOUTHERN COAST, ABOUT A LEAGUE FROM THE SEA. ITS RUINS WITNESS TO ITS ANCIENT WEALTH AND BEAUTY. 147. PATARA--SEC BOOK III, 551. 148. ARMENIA--THERE WAS ARMENIA MAJOR, THE VAST TERRITORY SOUTH OF THE CAUCASUS MOUNTAINS AND BETWEEN THE EUXINE AND CASPIAN SEAS; AND ARMENIA MINOR, A, SMALL SECTION ON THE WEST OF ARMENIA MAJOR, AND EAST OF CAPPADOCIA. ALL THESE LANDS WERE SUBJECT TO ALEXANDER, THEN TO THE SYRIAN PRINCES, AND WERE MADE A ROMAN PROVINCE UNDER TRAJAN. 150. SOLYMA--THAT IS, JERUSALEM. 155. MIGHTY KING--NERO, WHOSE MURDER OF HIS MOTHER IS NOTORIOUS, AND WHOSE FLIGHT BEYOND THE EUPHRATES AND EXPECTED RETURN AS ANTICHRIST WAS A SUPERSTITIOUS TRADITION LONG MAINTAINED.] (106-120.) {P. 106}
UNKNOWN, WHO SHALL SOME TIME DARE LOATHSOME GUILT OF MATRICIDE, AND MANY OTHER THINGS, HAVING CONFIDENCE IN HIS MOST WICKED HANDS. 160 AND MANY FOR THE THRONE WITH BLOOD ROME'S SOIL WHILE HE FLEES OVER PARTHIAN LAND. AND OUT OF SYRIA SHALL COME ROME'S FOREMOST MAN, WHO HAVING BURNED THE TEMPLE OF SOLYMA, AND HAVING SLAUGHTERED MANY OF THE JEWS, 165 SHALL DESTRUCTION ON THEIR GREAT BROAD LAND. AND THEN TOO SHALL AN EARTHQUAKE OVERTHROW BOTH SALAMIS AND PAPHOS, WHEN DARK WATER SHALL DASH OVER CYPRUS WASHED BY MANY A WAVE. BUT WHEN FROM DEEP CLEFT OF ITALIAN LAND 170 FIRE SHALL COME FLASHING FORTH IN THE BROAD HEAVEN, AND MANY CITIES BURN AND MEN DESTROY, AND MUCH BLACK ASHES SHALL FILL THE GREAT SKY, AND SMALL DROPS LIKE RED EARTH SHALL FALL FROM HEAVEN, THEN KNOW THE ANGER OF THE GOD OF HEAVEN, 175 FOR THAT THEY WITHOUT REASON SHALL DESTROY THE NATION OF THE PIOUS. AND THEN STRIFE AWAKENED OF WAR SHALL COME TO THE WEST, SHALL ALSO COME THE FUGITIVE OF ROME, BEARING A GREAT SPEAR, HAVING MARCHED ACROSS [162-165. THIS EVIDENTLY REFERS TO THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM AND THE TEMPLE, AND THE SUBJUGATION OF ALL PALESTINE BY THE ROMANS UNDER VESPASIAN AND TITUS. 167. SALAMIS AND PAPHOS--FAMOUS CITIES, ONE AT THE EAST AND THE OTHER AT THE WEST END OF CYPRUS. "HOW OFTEN," SAYS SENECA (EPIST. 91), "HAS THIS CALAMITY (EARTHQUAKE) LAID CYPRUS WASTE? HOW OFTEN HAS PAPHOS FALLEN INTO RUIN?" 171-176. THE GREAT ERUPTION OF VESUVIUS, WHICH DESTROYED POMPEII AND HERCULANEUM, A. D. 79, IS CONSTRUED BY THE SIBYL AS A SIGN OF GOD'S ANGER AGAINST THE ROMANS FOR THE SLAUGHTER OF THE JEWS. 178. FUGITIVE OF ROME--NERO, REFERRED TO IN LINES 154-159 ABOVE.] (121-138.) {P. 107}
180 EUPHRATES WITH HIS MANY MYRIADS. O WRETCHED ANTIOCH, THEY SHALL CALL THEE NO MORE A CITY WHEN AROUND THEIR SPEARS BECAUSE OF THINE OWN FOLLIES THOU SHALT FALL. AND THEN ON SCYROS SHALL A PESTILENCE 185 AND DREADFUL BATTLE-DIN DESTRUCTION BRINGS. ALAS, ALAS! O WRETCHED CYPRUS, THEE SHALL A BROAD WAVE OF THE SEA COVER, THEE TOSSED ON HIGH BY THE WHIRLING STORMY WINDS. AND INTO ASIA THERE SHALL COME GREAT WEALTH, 190 WHICH ROME HERSELF ONCE, PLUNDERING, PUT AWAY IN HER LUXURIOUS HOMES; AND TWICE AS MUCH AND MORE SHALL SHE TO ASIA RENDER BACK, AND THEN THERE SHALL BE AN EXCESS OF WAR. AND CARIAN CITIES BY MAEANDER'S WATERS, 195 GIRDED WITH TOWERS AND VERY BEAUTIFUL, SHALL BY A BITTER FAMINE BE DESTROYED, WHEN THE MAEANDER HIS DARK WATER HIDES. BUT WHEN PIETY SHALL PERISH FROM MANKIND, AND FAITH AND RIGHT BE HIDDEN IN THE WORLD, 200…FICKLE…AND IN UNHALLOWED BOLDNESS LIVING SHALL PRACTICE WANTON VIOLENCE, AND RECKLESS EVIL DEEDS, AND OF THE PIOUS NO ONE SHALL MAKE ACCOUNT, BUT EVEN THEM ALL FROM THOUGHTLESSNESS THEY UTTERLY DESTROY 205 IN CHILDISH FOLLY, IN THEIR VIOLENCE EXULTING AND IN BLOOD HOLDING THEIR BANDS; THEN KNOW THOU THAT GOD IS NO LONGER MILD, [184. SCYROS--LARGE ISLAND OF THE AEGEAN SEA EAST OF EUBOEA. 191. TWICE AS MUCH--COMP. BOOK III, 434-441. 194. MAEANDER--THIS STREAM, HAVING ITS SOURCES IN PHRYGIA, RAN WESTWARD BETWEEN CARIA AND LYDIA, AND WAS FAMOUS FOR ITS MANY WINDINGS. COMP. OVID, METAM., VIII, 162-166.] (139-159.) {P. 108} 
BUT GNASHING WITH FURY AND DESTROYING ALL THE RACE OF MEN BY CONFLAGRATION GREAT. 210 AH! MISERABLE MORTALS, CHANGE THESE THINGS, NOR LEAD THE MIGHTY GOD TO WRATH EXTREME; PUT GIVING UP YOUR SWORDS AND POINTED KNIVES, AND HOMICIDES AND WANTON VIOLENCE, WASH YOUR WHOLE BODY IN PERENNIAL STREAMS, 215 AND LIFTING UP YOUR HANDS TO HEAVEN SEEK PARDON FOR FORMER DEEDS AND EXPIATE WITH PRAISE BITTER IMPIETY; AND GOD WILL GIVE REPENTANCE; HE WILL NOT DESTROY; AND WRATH WILL HE AGAIN RESTRAIN, IF IN YOUR HEARTS 220 YE ALL WILL PRACTICE HONORED PIETY. BUT IF, ILL-DISPOSED, YE OBEY ME NOT, BUT WITH A FONDNESS FOR STRANGE LACK OF SENSE RECEIVE ALL THESE THINGS WITH AN EVIL EAR, THERE SHALL BE OVER ALL THE WORLD A FIRE 225 AND GREATEST OMEN WITH SWORD AND WITH TRUMP AT SUNRISE; THE WHOLE WORLD SHALL HEAR THE ROAR AND MIGHTY SOUND. AND HE SHALL BURN ALL EARTH, AND DESTROY THE WHOLE RACE OF MEN, AND ALL THE CITIES AND THE RIVERS AND THE SEA; 230 ALL THINGS HE'LL BURN, AND IT SHALL BE BLACK DUST. BUT WHEN NOW ALL THINGS SHALL HAVE BEEN REDUCED TO DUST AND ASHES, AND GOD SHALL HAVE CALMED [209. SEE LINES 224-230, AND COMP. 2 PET. III, 7; CICERO, DE NATURA DEORUM, II, 49; OVID, METAM. I, 256-258. JUSTIN MARTYR REFERS TO THIS PASSAGE IN HIS FIRST APOLOGY, CHAP. XX. 212. KNIVES--READ {GREEK STO'NUXAS} INSTEAD OF {GREEK STONAXA'S}. THIS EMENDATION PROPOSED BY MENDELSSOHN SEEMS MORE SUITABLE THAN THE READING GROANINGS, AND FINDS FAVOR WITH RZACH. 214. WASH.--REFERENCE TO CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. 218-220. CITED IN LACTANTIUS, DE IRA DEI, XXIII. 231-248. THIS PICTURE OF RESURRECTION, JUDGMENT, AND AWARDING OF {FOOTNOTE P. 109} PUNISHMENTS AND REWARDS EMBODIES THE SUBSTANCE OF FAMILIAR CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. THIS PASSAGE IS QUOTED IN THE APOSTOLICAL CONSTITUTIONS, BOOK V, 7 [G., 1, 844], WHERE WE FIND A SOMEWHAT ABBREVIATED TEXT.] (160-179.) {P. 109}
THE FIRE UNSPEAKABLE WHICH HE LIT UP, THE BONES AND ASHES OF MEN GOD HIMSELF 235 AGAIN WILL FASHION, AND HE WILL AGAIN RAISE MORTALS UP, EVEN AS THEY WERE BEFORE. AND THEN SHALL BE THE JUDGMENT, AT WHICH GOD HIMSELF AS JUDGE SHALL JUDGE THE WORLD AGAIN; AND ALL WHO [SEXUALLY] SINNED WITH IMPIOUS HEARTS, EVEN THEM, 240 SHALL HE AGAIN HIDE UNDER MOUNDS OF EARTH [DARK TARTARUS AND STYGIAN GEHENNA]. BUT ALL WHO SHALL BE PIOUS SHALL AGAIN LIVE ON THE EARTH [AND (SHALL INHERIT THERE) THE GREAT IMMORTAL GOD'S UNWASTING BLISS,] 245 GOD GIVING SPIRIT LIFE AND JOY TO THEM [THE PIOUS; AND THEY ALL SHALL SEE THEMSELVES BEHOLDING THE SUN'S SWEET AND CHEERING LIGHT. O HAPPY ON THE EARTH SHALL BE THAT MAN]. (180-192.) {P. 110} {P. 111}
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BOOK V.
BUT COME, NOW, HEAR OF ME THE MOURNFUL TIME OF SONS OF LATIUM. AND FIRST OF ALL, AFTER THE KINGS OF EGYPT WERE DESTROYED AND THE LIKE EARTH HAD DOWNWARDS BORNE THEM ALL, 5 AND AFTER PELLA'S TOWNSMAN, UNDER WHOM THE WHOLE EAST AND THE RICH WEST WERE CAST DOWN, WHOM BABYLON DISHONORED, AND STRETCHED OUT FOR PHILIP A DEAD BODY (NOT OF ZEUS, OF AMMON, NOT TRUE THINGS WERE PROPHESIED), 10 AND AFTER THAT ONE, OF THE RACE AND BLOOD OF KING ASSARACUS, WHO CAME FROM TROY, EVEN HE WHO CLEFT THE VIOLENCE OF FIRE, AND AFTER MANY LORDS, AND AFTER MEN TO ARES DEAR, AND AFTER THE YOUNG BABES, 15 THE CHILDREN OF THE BEAST THAT FEEDS ON SHEEP, THE VERY FIRST LORD SHALL BE, WHO SHALL SUM TWICE TEN WITH THE FIRST LETTER OF HIS NAME; [1. NEXT TO THE THIRD, THIS FIFTH BOOK IS THE LONGEST IN OUR PRESENT COLLECTION OF ORACLES. IT IS CLEARLY A COMPOSITE OF JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN MATERIAL, AND AS THE THREE ANTONINES ARE REFERRED TO IN LINE 72, WE CANNOT SUPPOSE THAT THE BOOK IN ITS PRESENT FORM EXISTED PRIOR TO THE MIDDLE OF THE SECOND CENTURY OF THE CHRISTIAN ERA. 5. PELLA'S TOWNSMAN--ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 9. NOT TRUE THINGS--IN THIS PARENTHETIC WAY THE SIBYL DECLARES THAT THE POPULAR TRADITIONS OF ALEXANDER AS HAVING SPRUNG FROM ZEUS OR FROM AMMON WERE PROVEN UNTRUE. 11. ASSARACUS--ANCESTOR OF AENEAS. 14. BABES--ROMULUS AND REMUS. 16. THE VERY FIRST LORD--FIRST IN THE LINE OF CAESARS OR EMPERORS. THIS SIBYLLINE WRITER, AS WELL AS SUETONIUS, THE ROMAN HISTORIAN, BEGINS THE LIST {FOOTNOTE P. 113} WITH JULIUS CAESAR, WHO IS DESIGNATED BY THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THE INITIAL LETTERS OF HIS NAME. THE GREEK LETTER KAPPA (K) STANDS FOR TWENTY, AND IOTA (I) STANDS FOR TEN.] (1-12.) {P. 114}
IN WARS EXCEEDING POWERFUL SHALL HE BE; AND HE SHALL HAVE THE INITIAL SIGN OF TEN; 20 AND IN LIKE MANNER AFTER HIM TO REIGN IS ONE WHO HAS THE ALPHABET'S FIRST LETTER; BEFORE HIM THRACE AND SICILY SHALL CROUCH, THEN MEMPHIS, MEMPHIS CAST HEADLONG TO EARTH BY REASON OF THE COWARDICE OF RULERS 25 AND OF A WOMAN UNENSLAVED [FREE & NOT IN SEXUAL BONDAGE] WHO FALLS UPON THE WAVE. AND [SEXLESS] LAWS WILL HE ORDAIN FOR PEOPLES AND PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIM; BUT AFTER A LONG TIME SHALL HE TRANSMIT HIS POWER UNTO ANOTHER, WHO SHALL HAVE 30 THREE HUNDRED FOR HIS FIRST INITIAL SIGN, AND OF A RIVER THE BELOVED NAME, AND THE PERSIANS HE SHALL RULE AND BABYLON; AND THEN SHALL HE SMITE MEDIANS WITH HIS SPEAR. THEN SHALL ONE RULE WHO HAS THE INITIAL SIGN 35 OF THE NUMBER THREE. AND THEN SHALL BE A LORD WHO SHALL FOR FIRST INITIAL HAVE TWICE TEN; AND HE SHALL COME TO OCEAN'S UTMOST WATER AND BY AUSONIA CLEAVE THE REFLUENT TIDE. [21. FIRST LETTER--ALPHA, INITIAL OF AUGUSTUS. 25. WOMAN--ALLUSION TO CLEOPATRA OF EGYPT. HER FALLING UPON THE WAVE IS AMBIGUOUS, AND PROBABLY THE TEXT IS AN ERROR. IN THE PARALLEL IN BOOK XII, 29, THE READING IS UNDER THE SPEAR. 30. THREE HUNDRED--REPRESENTED BY THE LETTER T, THE INITIAL OF TIBERIUS, AS WELL AS OF THE RIVER TIBER. 35. THREE--THE LETTER {GREEK G}, GREEK INITIAL OF CAIUS (GAIOS) CAESAR, COMMONLY KNOWN AS CALIGULA. 36. TWICE TEN--AS IN LINE 16, BUT HERE DESIGNATING CLAUDIUS (GREEK, KLAUDIOS).] (13-27.) {P. 115}
AND ONE WHOSE MARK IS FIFTY SHALL BE LORD, 40 A DREADFUL SERPENT BREATHING GRIEVOUS WAR, WHO SOMETIME STRETCHING FORTH HIS HANDS SHALL MAKE AN END OF HIS OWN RACE AND STIR ALL THINGS, ACTING THE ATHLETE, DRIVING CHARIOTS, PUTTING TO DEATH AND DARING COUNTLESS THINGS; 45 AND HE SHALL CLEAVE THE MOUNTAIN OF TWO SEAS AND SPRINKLE IT WITH GORE; BUT OUT OF SIGHT SHALL ALSO VANISH THE DESTRUCTIVE MAN; THEN, MAKING HIMSELF EQUAL UNTO GOD, SHALL HE RETURN; BUT GOD WILL PROVE HIM NAUGHT. 50 AND AFTER HIM SHALL THREE KINGS BE DESTROYED BY ONE ANOTHER. THEN A GREAT DESTROYER OF PIOUS MEN SHALL COME, WHOM SEVEN TIMES TEN SHALL POINT OUT CLEARLY. BUT FROM HIM A SON, WHOM THE FIRST LETTER OF THREE HUNDRED PROVES, 55 SHALL TAKE THE POWER. AND AFTER HIM SHALL BE A RULER, OF THE INITIAL SIGN OF FOUR, A LIFE-DESTROYER. THEN A REVEREND MAN OF THE NUMBER FIFTY. NEXT, SUCCEEDING HIM WHO HAS THE FIRST MARK OF THE INITIAL SIGN 60 THREE HUNDRED, SHALL A CELTIC MOUNTAINEER, INTO THE STRIFE OF BATTLE PRESSING ON, [39. FIFTY--THE LETTER N, HERE DENOTING NERO, AND NERVA IN LINE 58. 45. MOUNTAIN OF TWO SEAS--ISTHMUS OF CORINTH, WHICH NERO ATTEMPTED TO OPEN TO THE TWO ADJOINING BODIES OF WATER. 50. THREE KINGS--GALBA, OTHO, AND VITELLIUS. 52. SEVEN TIMES TEN--THIS NUMBER IS DENOTED BY THE GREEK {GREEK O}, INITIAL OF THE GREEK FORM OF THE NAME OF VESPASIAN ({GREEK OU?ESPASIANO'S}). 54. THREE HUNDRED--HERE DENOTING TITUS. 56. FOUR--THE LETTER A, INITIAL OF DOMITIAN. 60. THREE HUNDRED--HERE DENOTING TRAJAN, WHO WAS OF SPANISH ORIGIN, AND SO RECKONED BY THE SIBYL AS A "CELTIC MOUNTAINEER," NOT ACCURATELY, BUT IN A LOOSE, GENERAL WAY AS A WESTERN.] (28-43.) {P. 116}
ESCAPE NOT FATE UNSEEMLY, BUT SHALL BE WORN WEARY UNTO DEATH; HIM FOREIGN DUST, BUT DUST THAT OF NEMEA'S FLOWER HAS NAME, 65 SHALL HIDE A CORPSE. AND AFTER HIM SHALL RULE ANOTHER MAN, WITH SILVER HELMET DECKED; AND UNTO HIM SHALL BE THE NAME OF A SEA; AND HE SHALL BE A MAN THE BEST OF ALL AND IN ALL THINGS DISCREET. AND UPON THEE, 70 THOU BEST OF ALL, ABOVE ALL, DARK-HAIRED ONE, AND UPON THY SHOOTS SHALL BE ALL THESE DAYS. AFTER HIM THREE SHALL RULE; BUT THE THIRD ONE SHALL AT A LATE TIME HOLD THE ROYAL POWER. WORN OUT AM I, THRICE-MISERABLE ONE, 75 SISTER OF ISIS, TO LAY UP IN HEART AN EVIL MESSAGE, AND AN INSPIRED SONG OF ORACLES. FIRST MAENADES SHALL DART [64. NEMEA'S FLOWER--NEMEA IN ARGOLIS WAS THE SPOT WHERE BIENNIAL GAMES WERE CELEBRATED BY THE GREEKS, AND THE VICTORS WERE CROWNED WITH PARSLEY, THE GREEK NAME OF WHICH IS SELINON. THE EMPEROR TRAJAN DIED IN SELINUS, A CITY OF CILICIA, IN ASIA MINOR; HENCE THE ALLUSION OF THE SIBYL. 67. NAME OF A SEA--THE ADRIATIC (OR HADRIATIC), FROM WHICH IT IS APPARENT HADRIAN IS REFERRED TO. 72. THREE--THE THREE ANTONINES, NAMELY, ANTONIUS PIUS, M. AURELIUS, AND I.. VERUS. THIS LAST NAMED, BEING ONLY SEVEN YEARS OLD AT THE TIME OF HIS ADOPTION, WAS THOUGHT BY THE SIBYL TO BE LIKELY TO COME LATE TO THE THRONE. COMP. BOOK VIII, 85. 75. SISTER OF ISIS--THE SIBYL, WHO ELSEWHERE (BOOK III, 1028) REPRESENTS HERSELF AS A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW OF NOAH, HERE ASSUMES TO BE SISTER OR FRIEND ({GREEK GNWSTH'}) OF THE EGYPTIAN GODDESS ISIS, SADLY PROPHESYING THE DOOM OF EGYPT, AND ESPECIALLY OF MEMPHIS. 77. FIRST--LACTANTIUS SEEMS TO HAVE HAD THIS PASSAGE IN MIND WHEN HE SAYS: "FIRST OF ALL, EGYPT SHALL STIFFER PUNISHMENT FOR HER FOOLISH SUPERSTITIONS, AND WILL BE COVERED WITH BLOOD AS IF WITH A RIVER." DIV. INST., VII, 15 [L., 6, 786]. MAENADES--A NAME APPLIED TO THE PRIESTESSES OF BACCHUS, WHO WERE WONT TO WORK THEMSELVES INTO MAD FRENZY, AND ARE HERE NAMED AS AVENGING FURIES, FIT TO EXECUTE JUDGMENT. COMP. LINE 651.] (44-54.) {P. 117}
AROUND THY MUCH-LAMENTED TEMPLE'S STEPS, AND THOU SHALT BE IN EVIL HANDS THAT DAY 80 WHEN THE NILE SOME TIME SHALL FILL THE WHOLE LAND OF EGYPT EVEN TO SIXTEEN CUBITS DEEP; IT SHALL WASH ALL THE LAND, AND WATER IT FOR MORTALS; AND THE [SEXLESS] PLEASURE OF THE LAND SHALL BE STILL AND THE GLORY OF HER FACE. 85 MEMPHIS, THOU MOST SHALT OVER EGYPT WAIL; FOR OF OLD RULING MIGHTILY THE LAND THOU SHALT BECOME POOR, SO THAT OUT OF HEAVEN THE THUNDERER SHALL HIMSELF WITH GREAT VOICE CRY: "O MIGHTY MEMPHIS, WHO DIDST BOAST OF OLD 90 OVER CRAVEN MORTALS GREATLY, THOU SHALT WAIL FULL OF PAIN AND ALL-HAPLESS, SO THAT THOU THYSELF SHALT THE ETERNAL GOD PERCEIVE IMMORTAL IN THE CLOUDS. WHERE AMONG MEN IS NOW THY MIGHTY [SEXUAL] PRIDE? BECAUSE THOU DIDST 95 AGAINST MY GOD-ANOINTED CHILDREN RAVE, AND DIDST URGE EVIL FORWARD ON GOOD MEN, THOU SHALT FOR SUCH THINGS SUFFER PENALTY IN SOME LIKE MANNER. NO MORE OPENLY FOR THEE SHALL THERE BE RIGHT AMONG THE BLESSED; [78. THY MUCH-LAMENTED TEMPLE. THE TEMPLE OF ISIS IS REFERRED TO. 79. EVIL HANDS. ALLUSION PERHAPS TO THE TEARING IN PIECES OF PENTHEUS BY THE HANDS OF HIS MOTHER AND AUNTS, TO WHOM BACCHUS MADE HIM APPEAR AS A WILD BEAST. 81. SIXTEEN CUBITS--THE ELEVATION OF THE NILE, IN THE VICINITY OF MEMPHIS, IS ABOUT TWENTY-THREE FEET, ACCORDING TO HUMBOLDT, WHICH WOULD BE EQUIVALENT TO THE ORDINARY ESTIMATE OF SIXTEEN CUBITS. IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE FAMOUS PIECE OF STATUARY IN THE VATICAN, REPRESENTING THE NILE AS A RECLINING HUMAN FIGURE, HAS THE CHILDLIKE FORMS OF SIXTEEN GENII CLIMBING ABOUT IT, AS IF TO REPRESENT THE SIXTEEN CUBITS OF THE USUAL ANNUAL OVERFLOW. 85. MEMPHIS--ANCIENT CAPITAL OF LOWER EGYPT. COMP. LINE 243. 95. GOD-ANOINTED CHILDREN--THE JEWISH PEOPLE. COMP. PSA. CV, 16; HUB. III, 13.] (54-71.) {P. 118}
100 FALLEN FROM THE STARS, THOU SHALT NOT RISE TO HEAVEN." NOW THESE THINGS UNTO EGYPT GOD BADE ME SPEAK OUT FOR THE LAST TIME, WHEN MEN SHALL BE UTTERLY EVIL. BUT THEY LABOR HARD, EVIL MEN EVIL THINGS AWAITING, WRATH 105 OF THE IMMORTAL THUNDERER IN HEAVEN, WORSHIPING STONES AND BEASTS INSTEAD OF GOD, AND ALSO FEARING MANY THINGS BESIDES WHICH HAVE NO SPEECH, NOR MIND, NOR POWER TO HEAR; WHICH THINGS IT IS NOT RIGHT FOR ME TO MENTION, 110 EACH ONE AN IDOL, FORMED BY MORTAL HANDS; OF THEIR OWN LABORS AND PRESUMPTUOUS THOUGHTS DID MEN RECEIVE GODS MADE OF WOOD AND STONE AND BRASS, AND GOLD AND SILVER, FOOLISH TOO, WITHOUT LIFE AND DUMB, MOLTEN IN THE FIRE 115 THEY MADE THEM, VAINLY TRUSTING SUCH THINGS…THMOIS AND XOIS ARE IN SORE DISTRESS, AND SMITTEN IS THE HALL OF HERACLES AND ZEUS AND HERMES (KING). AND AS FOR THEE, O ALEXANDRIA, FAMED NOURISHER 120 (OF CITIES) WAR SHALL NOT LEAVE, NOR (PLAGUE)…FOR THY [SEXUAL] PRIDE THOU SHALT PAY AS MANY THINGS AS THOU BEFORE DIDST. SILENT SHALT THOU BE A LONG AGE, AND THE DAY OF THY RETURN...NO MORE FOR THEE SHALL FLOW LUXURIOUS DRINK... [100. COMP. ISA. XIV, 12,13; MATT. XI, 23. 116. THMOIS AND XOIS--CITIES OF EGYPT, THE FORMER MENTIONED BY HERODOTUS (II, 166), THE LATTER BY STRABO (XVII, 1, 19). 117. HERACLES--SON OF ZEUS, AS WAS ALSO HERMES, AND THESE DEITIES ARE THUS NATURALLY ASSOCIATED IN THE SIBYL'S THOUGHT WITH THEIR HALLS OR TEMPLES OF WORSHIP IN EGYPT. THE CORRUPTION IN THE GREEK TEXT OF THIS PASSAGE IS INDICATED BY THE LACUNAE VISIBLE IN THE TRANSLATION.] (72-92.) {P. 119}
125 FOR THERE SHALL COME A PERSIAN ON THY DALE, AND LIKE HAIL SHALL HE ALL THE LAND DESTROY, AND ARTFUL MEN, WITH BLOOD AND CORPSES...BY SACRED ALTARS ONE OF BARBAROUS MIND, STRONG, FULL OF BLOOD AND RAGING SENSELESSLY, 130 WITH COUNTLESS NUMBERS RUSHING TO DESTRUCTION. AND THEN SHALT THOU, IN CITIES VERY RICH, BE VERY WEARY. FALLING ON THE EARTH ALL ASIA SHALL WAIL ON ACCOUNT OF GIFTS CROWNING HER HEAD WITH WHICH SHE WAS BY THEE 135 DELIGHTED. BUT, AS HE HIMSELF OBTAINED THE PERSIAN LAND BY LOT, HE SHALL MAKE WAR AND KILLING EVERY MAN DESTROY ALL LIFE, SO THAT THERE SHALL REMAIN FOR WRETCHED MORTALS A THIRD PART. BUT WITH NIMBLE LEAP SHALL HE 140 HIMSELF SPEED FROM THE WEST, AND ALL THE LAND BESIEGE AND WASTE. BUT WHEN HE SHALL POSSESS THE HEIGHT OF POWER AND ODIOUS REVERENCE, HE SHALL COME, WISHING TO DESTROY THE CITY EVEN OF THE BLESSED. AND A CERTAIN KING 145 SENT FORTH FROM GOD AGAINST HIM SHALL DESTROY ALL MIGHTY KINGS AND BRAVEST MEN. AND THUS, SHALL JUDGMENT BY THE IMMORTAL COME TO MEN. ALAS, ALAS FOR THEE, UNHAPPY HEART! WHY DOST THOU MOVE ME TO DECLARE THESE THINGS, 150 THE PAINFUL RULE OF EGYPT OVER MANY? GO TO THE EAST, TO RACES OF THE PERSIANS WHO LACK IN UNDERSTANDING, AND SHOW THEM [125. A PERSIAN--THE ALLUSION IS UNCERTAIN. ACCORDING TO THE SCHOLIUM FOUND IN A PARIS CODEX, HE IS ONE WHO IS TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE COMING OF ANTICHRIST. MUCH IN THE DESCRIPTION CORRESPONDS TO WHAT IS SAID OF NERO IN LINES 39-49 ABOVE. 144-147. A MESSIANIC PASSAGE QUOTED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 18 6, 796].] (93-114.) {P. 120}
THAT WHICH IS NOW AND THAT WHICH IS TO BE. THE RIVER OF EUPHRATES SHALL BRING ON 155 A DELUGE, AND IT SHALL DESTROY THE PERSIANS, IBERIANS AND BABYLONIANS AND THE MASSAGETAE THAT RELISH WAR AND TRUST IN BOWS. ALL ASIA FIRE-ABLAZE SHALL TO THE ISLES BEAM BRIGHTLY. PERGAMOS, 160 REVERED OF OLD, SHALL PERISH FROM ITS BASE, AND PITANE AMONG MEN SHALL APPEAR ALL-DESOLATE. ALL LESBOS SHALL SINK DEEP INTO THE DEEP, AND THUS SHALL BE DESTROYED. SMYRNA, WHIRLED DOWN HER CLIFFS, SHALL WAIL ALOUD, 165 SHE THAT WAS ONCE REVERED AND GIVEN A NAME SHALL PERISH UTTERLY. BITHYNIANS SHALL OVER THEIR OWN COUNTRY, THEN REDUCED TO ASHES, WAIL, AND OVER GREAT SYRIA, AND OVER PHOENICIA THAT HAS MANY TRIBES. 170 ALAS, ALAS FOR THEE, O LYCIA; HOW MANY EVILS DOES THE SEA CONTRIVE AGAINST THEE, MOUNTING UP OF ITS OWN WILL UPON THE PAINFUL LAND! AND IT SHALL DASH WITH EVIL EARTHQUAKE AND WITH BITTER STREAMS 175 ON THE ROUGH LYCIAN LAND THAT ONCE BREATHED PERFUME. [156. IBERIANS--THOSE NORTH OF ARMENIA, AND BETWEEN THE EUXINE AND CASPIAN SEAS, ARE PROBABLY INTENDED; BUT THEY, AS WELL AS THE MASSAGETAE MENTIONED IN THE NEXT LINE, WERE IN NO CONTACT WITH THE EUPHRATES. THE MASSAGETAE WERE EAST OF THE CASPIAN, IN SCYTHIA. 161. PITANE--A CITY ON THE EAST COAST OF MYSIA, SOUTHWEST OF PERGAMOS. 162. LESBOS--LARGE ISLAND NEAR THE COAST OF MYSIA. 164. SMYRNA--WELL-KNOWN CITY ON THE COAST OF LYDIA, DISTINGUISHED FOR ITS COMMERCE IN ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 170. LYCIA--PROVINCE ON THE SOUTHERN COAST OF ASIA MINOR, HAVING PHRYGIA TO THE NORTH.] (114-129.) {P. 121}
AND THERE SHALL BE FOR PHRYGIA FEARFUL WRATH BECAUSE OF SORROW FOR WHICH RHEA CAME, MOTHER OF ZEUS, AND THERE CONTINUED LONG. THE SEA SHALL OVERTHROW THE CENTAUR RACE 190 AND BARBAROUS NATION, AND BENEATH THE EARTH SHALL TEAR AWAY THE LAPITHAEAN LAND. THE RIVER OF DEEP EDDIES AND DEEP FLOW, PENEUS, SHALL DESTROY THESSALIAN LAND, SNATCHING MEN FROM THE EARTH. ERIDANUS 185 (PRETENDING ONCE TO BEAR THE FORMS, OF BEASTS). HELLAS THRICE WRETCHED SHALL THE POETS WEEP, WHEN ONE FROM ITALY SHALL SMITE THE NECK OF THE ISTHMUS, MIGHTY KING OF MIGHTY ROME, A MAN MADE EQUAL TO GOD, WHOM, THEY SAY, 190 ZEUS HIMSELF AND THE AUGUST HERA BORE HE, COURTING BY HIS VOICE ALL-MUSICAL APPLAUSE FOR HIS SWEET SONGS, SHALL PUT TO DEATH WITH HIS OWN WRETCHED MOTHER MANY MEN. FROM BABYLON SHALL FLEE THE FEARFUL LORD 195 AND SHAMELESS WHOM ALL MORTALS AND BEST MEN ABHOR; FOR HE SLEW MANY AND LAID HANDS UPON THE WOMB; AGAINST HIS WIVES HE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AND OF MEN [SEXUALLY] STAINED WITH BLOOD HAD HE BEEN FORMED. [177. RHEA--COMP. BOOK III, 165-182. 179. CENTAUR RACE--FABULOUS RACE IN THESSALY, REPRESENTED AS HALF MAN AND HALF HORSE. 181. LAPITHAEAN LAND--THE MOUNTAINOUS PARTS OF THESSALY, SO CALLED FROM A FABULOUS PEOPLE, THE LAPITHAE, WHO ARE SAID TO HAVE ONCE DWELT THERE. 185. THE GREEK TEXT IS HERE CORRUPT, AND THE WORDS IN PARENTHESES ARE CONJECTURAL. 187. ONE FROM ITALY--ANOTHER PICTURE OF NERO (COMP. LINES 39-49) WHO IS HERE REPRESENTED AS THE AUTHOR OF THE ROMAN WAR WHICH RESULTED IN THE OVERTHROW OF JERUSALEM AND THE TEMPLE.] (130-146.) {P. 122}
AND HE SHALL COME TO MONARCHS OF THE MEDES 200 AND PERSIANS, FIRST WHOM HE [SEXUALLY] LOVED AND TO WHOM HE BROUGHT RENOWN, WHILE WITH THOSE WICKED MEN HE LURKED AGAINST A NATION NOT [SEXLESS] DESIRED AND ON THE TEMPLE MADE BY GOD HE SEIZED AND CITIZENS AND PEOPLE GOING IN, 205 OF WHOM I JUSTLY SANG THE PRAISE, HE BURNED; FOR WHEN THIS MAN APPEARED THE WHOLE CREATION WAS SHAKEN AND KINGS PERISHED--AND YET POWER REMAINED AMONG THEM, AND THEY QUITE DESTROYED THE MIGHTY CITY AND THE RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE. 210 BUT WHEN THE FOURTH YEAR A GREAT STAR SHALL SHINE, WHICH ALONE SHALL THE WHOLE EARTH OVERPOWER BECAUSE OF HONOR, WHICH WAS FIRST ASSIGNED TO LORD POSEIDON; THEN A GREAT STAR SHALL COME FROM HEAVEN INTO THE DREADFUL SEA AND BURN 215 THE VASTY DEEP, AND BABYLON ITSELF, AND THE LAND OF ITALY, BECAUSE, OF WHICH THERE PERISHED MANY HOLY FAITHFUL MEN AMONG THE HEBREWS AND A PEOPLE TRUE. THOU SHALT BE AMONG EVIL MORTALS MADE [210. FOURTH YEAR--PERHAPS IN ALLUSION TO THE TIME, TIMES, AND DIVIDING OF TIME (THREE AND A HALF YEARS) IN DAN. VII, 25, A SYMBOLIC NUMBER FOR A PERIOD OF WOE. 213. TO LORD POSEIDON--READING DOUBTFUL. SOME MSS. READ, POSEIDON WHO IS IN THE SEA. MENDELSSOHN PROPOSES THE HOMERIC PHRASE, {GREEK E?NUALI'WJ A?NDREÏFO'NTH} THE MAN-SLAYING, WARLIKE ONE. 213, 214. STAR…INTO THE…SEA--COMP. REV. VIII, 8; XVI, 3. THIS PASSAGE IS AN APOCALYPTIC PROPHECY OF JUDGMENT TO COME ON ROME, AND IS SO INTERPRETED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 15 [L., 6, 790]. 215. BABYLON--HERE USED AS A SYMBOLIC NAME FOR ROME. 219. THOU--DIRECT ADDRESS TO ROME.] (114-162.) {P. 123}
220 TO SUFFER EVILS, BUT THOU SHALT REMAIN ALL-DESOLATE WHOLE AGES BY THYSELF HATING THY SOIL; FOR THOU DIDST HAVE [SEXUAL] DESIRE FOR SORCERY, ADULTERIES WERE WITH THEE AND LAWLESS CARNAL [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH BOYS, 225 THOU EVIL CITY, WOMANISH, UNJUST, ILL-FATED ABOVE ALL. ALAS, ALAS! THOU CITY OF THE LATIN LAND, UNCLEAN IN ALL THINGS, MAENAD HAVING JOY IN SNAKES, OVER THY BANKS A WIDOW SHALT THOU SIT 230 AND THE RIVER TIBER SHALL LAMENT FOR THEE, HIS CONSORT THEE, WHO HAST A BLOOD-STAINED HEART AND IMPIOUS SOUL. DIDST THOU NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT GOD CAN DO, AND WHAT HE DOTH DEVISE? BUT THOU SAID, "I'M ALONE, AND ME NO ONE 235 SHALL SACK." BUT NOW SHALL GOD, WHO EVER IS, THEE AND ALL THINE DESTROY, AND IN THAT LAND NO LONGER SHALL THY ENSIGN YET REMAIN, AS OF OLD, WHEN THE MIGHTY GOD RECEIVED THY HONORS. STAY, O LAWLESS [SEXUAL] ONE, ALONE, 240 AND MIXED WITH BURNING FIRE INHABIT THOU IN HADES THE TARTAREAN LAWLESS [SEXUAL] LAND. AND NOW AGAIN, O EGYPT, I BEWAIL THY BLIND [SEXUAL] DELUSION; MEMPHIS, FIRST IN TOILS, THOU SHALT BE FILLED UP WITH THE DEAD; IN THEE 245 THE PYRAMIDS SHALL SPEAK A RUTHLESS SOUND. [221. THIS LINE IS IN SUBSTANCE REPEATED IN THE CODICES AND EDITIONS OF THE GREEK TEXT, BUT IS SO EVIDENTLY A CORRUPTION THAT WE OMIT THE REPETITION FROM OUR TEXT. 223, 224. CITED BY CLEMENT OF ALEX., PAED., II, 10 [G., 8, 616]. 229. WIDOW--COMP. LAM. I, 1. 242. AGAIN, O EGYPT--COMP. LINES 74-100.] (163-181.) {P. 124}
O PYTHON, WHO WAS JUSTLY CALLED OF OLD THE DOUBLE CITY, BE FOR AGES SILENT, SO THAT THOU MAYEST CEASE FROM WICKEDNESS. RECKLESS IN EVILS, TREASURY OF TOILS, 250 MUCH-WAILING MAENAD, SUFFERING, DIRE ILLS, MUCH-WEEPING, THOU A WIDOW SHALT REMAIN THROUGH ALL TIME. THOU DIDST FULL OF YEARS BECOME WHILE THOU ALONE, WAS RULING OVER THE WORLD; BUT WHEN THE WHITE DRESS BAREA ROUND HERSELF 255 SHALL PUT ON OVER THAT WHICH IS [SEXUALLY] DEFILED, WOULD THAT I NEITHER WERE NOR HAD BEEN BORN O THEBES, WHERE IS THY GREAT STRENGTH? A FIERCE MAN SHALL SLAY THE PEOPLE; BUT THOU, WRETCHED ONE, GRASPING THY DUSKY DRESS SHALT WAIL ALONE, 260 AND THOU SHALT MAKE ATONEMENT FOR ALL THINGS WHICH THOU AFORETIME WITH A SHAMELESS SOUL DIDST PERPETRATE. THEY ALSO SHALL BEHOLD A MOURNING ON ACCOUNT OF LAWLESS [SEXUAL] DEEDS. AND A MIGHTY MAN OF THE ETHIOPIANS 265 SHALL OVERTHROW SYENE; BY THEIR MIGHT [246. PYTHON--THIS NAME SEEMS TO BE HERE APPLIED TO MEMPHIS AS A SYMBOLICAL NAME, EQUIVALENT TO "ORACLE CITY," IN ALLUSION TO THE FAMOUS DELPHIC ORACLE IN GREECE. 250. MAENAD--A RAVING PRIESTESS OF BACCHUS, COMP. LINES 77 AND 228. 254. WHITE DRESS--ACCORDING TO ALEXANDRE, THE NOMAD POPULATION OF BARCA, IN THE NORTHERN PART OF AFRICA, WERE WONT TO PUT ON A WHITE GARMENT OVER THEIR SUNBURNED AND FILTHY BODIES WHEN ABOUT TO GO INTO BATTLE. 257. THEBES--THE ANCIENT AND FAMOUS CAPITAL OF UPPER EGYPT, AS MEMPHIS WAS OF LOWER. THE FIERCE MAN OF THIS LINE AND THE MIGHTY MAN, OF LINE 264 ARE BOTH UNDERSTOOD BY ALEXANDRE TO REFER TO ANTICHRIST, BUT IT IS BETTER PERHAPS TO UNDERSTAND THIS WHOLE PASSAGE AS APOCALYPTIC IN THE BROAD, GENERAL WAY, AND SO NO PARTICULAR PERSON KNOWN IN HISTORY NEED BE SUPPOSED.] (182-194.) {P. 125}
SHALL SWARTHY INDIANS OCCUPY TEUCHEIRA. PENTAPOLIS, A MAN OF MIGHTY, STRENGTH SHALL BURN THEE WHOLE. ALL-TEARFUL LIBYA, WHO SHALL EXPLAIN THY FOLLIES? AND CYRENE, 270 OF MORTALS WHO SHALL PITIABLY WEEP FOR THEE? THOU SHALT NOT EVEN TO THE TIME OF THY DESTRUCTION CEASE THY HATEFUL WAIL. AMONG THE BRITONS AND AMONG THE GAUL’S, RICH IN GOLD, OCEAN SHALL BE ROARING LOUD 275 FILLED WITH MUCH BLOOD; FOR EVIL THINGS DID THEY UNTO GOD'S CHILDREN, WHEN A KING OF THE SIDONIANS, A PHOENICIAN, LED A MIGHTY GALLIC HOST FROM SYRIA; AND HE SHALL SLAUGHTER THEE, THYSELF, RAVENNA, 280 AND UNTO SLAUGHTER SHALL HE LEAD THE WAY. O INDIANS AND GREAT-HEARTED ETHIOPS, TOGETHER FEAR; FOR WHEN WITH THESE THE COURSE OF CAPRICORN AND TAURUS IN THE TWINS SHALL WIND ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF THE HEAVEN, 285 VIRGO THEN RISING, AND ABOUT HIS FRONT FASTENING A BELT, THE SUN SHALL LEAD ALL HEAVEN, THERE SHALL BE MOVING DOWNWARDS TO THE EARTH A MIGHTY CONFLAGRATION HIGH IN AIR, [266. TEUCHEIRA--DOUBTFUL READING. 273-280. IN THESE VERSES THE SIBYL FORETELLS PUNISHMENT ON THE BRITONS AND GAUL’S, WHO ARE SUPPOSED TO HAVE FURNISHED SOLDIERS FOR THE LEGIONS LED BY VESPASIAN AGAINST THE JEWS. THESE LAST ARE TO BE UNDERSTOOD BY "GOD'S CHILDREN" IN LINE 276. THE PHOENICIAN KING IS VESPASIAN, WHO LED HIS FORCES OUT OF PTOLEMAIS IN SYRIA TO CARRY THE WAR INTO GALILEE. SEE JOSEPHUS, MARS, III, VI, 2, 3, AND TACITUS, HIST., IV, 39; V, 1. RAVENNA, THE GREAT NAVAL STATION OF THE ROMANS ON THE ADRIATIC, COMES IN FOR ITS SHARE OF THE [SEXUAL] CURSE, FOR IT WAS A CHIEF CITY OF CISALPINE GAUL, AND WAS NATURALLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE MILITARY OPERATIONS OF ROME IN THE TIME OF THE CAESARS. 282-291. COMP. THE WAR OF THE CONSTELLATIONS IN LINES 690-711 BELOW.] (195-211.) {P. 126}
AND A NEW NATURE IN THE WARLIKE STARS, 290 'SO THAT THE WHOLE LAND OF THE ETHIOP’S SHALL PERISH IN THE MIDST OF FIRE AND GROANS. AND WEEP THOU, CORINTH, THE DESTRUCTION SAD WHICH IS ILL THEE; FOR WHEN WITH PLIANT THREADS THE FATES THREE SISTERS, SPINNING SHALL ALOFT 295 LEAD HIM WHO FLEES BY GUILE AGAINST THE VOICE OF THE ISTHMUS, UNTIL ALL SHALL LOOK AT HIM WHO ONCE CUT OUT THE ROCK WITH DUCTILE BRASS, HE ALSO SHALL DESTROY AND SMITE THY LAND, AS IT HATH BEEN APPOINTED. FOR TO HIM 300 GOD GAVE STRENGTH TO ACCOMPLISH THAT WHICH COULD NO EARLIER OF ALL THE KINGS TOGETHER. AND FIRST WITH SICKLE CLEAVING OFF THE ROOTS FROM THREE HEADS HE SHALL GIVE FOOD IN EXCESS TO OTHERS, SO THAT KINGS UNCLEAN SHALL EAT 305 THE FLESH OF PARENTS. FOR UNTO ALL MEN SLAUGHTER AND TERRORS ARE LAID UP IN STORE BECAUSE OF THE GREAT CITY AND JUST PEOPLE SAVED THROUGH ALL TIME, WHOM PROVIDENCE HELD HIGH. O THOU UNSTABLE ONE AND ILL-ADVISED, [294. FATES--THESE, ACCORDING TO POPULAR MYTHOLOGY, WERE THREE SISTERS, NAMED CLOTHO, LACHESIS, AND ATROPOS, WHO ARE CONTINUALLY SPINNING OUT THE DESTINY OF MORTALS. CLOTHO, IT WAS SAID, HELD THE DISTAFF, LACHESIS SPUN OUT THE THREAD OF EXISTENCE, AND ATROPOS CUT IT OFF. 295. HIM WHO SEES--THE REFERENCE SEEMS TO BE TO NERO AND HIS CLEAVING THE ISTHMUS (COMP. LINES 45 AND 188). HIS RETURN FROM THE EAST AS ANTICHRIST WAS A SUPERSTITIOUS APPREHENSION PREVALENT FOR SOME TIME AFTER HIS DEATH. 303. THREE HEADS--COMP. DAN. VII, 8, 24; 2 ESDRAS XI, 23; XII, 22. HIPPOLYTUS, DE CHRISTO ET ANTICHRISTO, LII [G., 10, 772]. 307. CITY...PEOPLE--JERUSALEM AND THE JEWS. 209-334. A PROPHETIC [SEXUAL] CURSE AGAINST ROME AS THE GREATEST SOURCE OF MISERY TO MEN.] (212-228.) {P. 127}
310 BY EVIL FATES SURROUNDED, FOR MANKIND BOTH A BEGINNING AND GREAT END OF TOIL, OF SUFFERING CREATION AND OF PART RESTORED AGAIN, THOU LEADER INSOLENT OF EVILS, AND FOR MEN A GREAT [SEXUAL] CURSE, WHO 115 OF MORTALS WISHED FOR THEE? WHO HAS NOT BEEN EMBITTERED FROM WITHIN? CAST DOWN ILL THEE A KING HIS HONORED LIFE LOST. EVILLY HAST THOU DISPOSED ALL THINGS AND WASHED AWAY ALL THAT IS FAIR, AND BY THEE HAVE BEEN CHANGED 320 THE WORLD'S FAIR FOLDS. IN STRIFE WITH US PERHAPS THOU HAST BROUGHT FORWARD THESE UNSTABLE THINGS; AND HOW DOST THOU SAY, "I WILL THEE PERSUADE," AND "IF IN ANY THING THOU BLAME ME, SPEAK?" THERE WAS ONCE AMONG MEN THE SUN'S BRIGHT LIGHT 325 THE PROPHETS' COMMON RAY BEING SPREAD ABROAD; SPEECH DRIPPING HONEY, FAIR DRINK FOR ALL MEN, APPEARED AND GREW, AND DAY AROSE ON ALL. BECAUSE OF THIS, THOU NARROW-MINDED ONE LEADER OF GREATEST EVILS, BOTH A SWORD 330 AND GRIEF SHALL COME IN THAT DAY. FOR MANKIND BOTH A BEGINNING AND GREAT END OF TOIL, OF SUFFERING CREATION AND OF PART RESTORED AGAIN, HEAR, O THOU [SEXUAL] CURSE OF MEN, THE BITTER ORACLE INTOLERABLE. 335 BUT WHEN THE PERSIAN LAND SHALL KEEP AWAY FROM WAR AND PLAGUE AND GROANING, IN THAT DAY A RACE DIVINE OF BLESSED HEAVENLY JEWS [335. PERSIAN LAND--ALL WESTERN ASIA, WHICH THE ROMAN AND OTHER WARS DESTRUCTIVE TO THE JEWS HAD LONG RAVAGED, AND WHICH WAS ALSO OFTEN VISITED WITH PESTILENCE. IN THE MIDST OF THIS LAND, NAMELY, AT JERUSALEM, THE RE- STORED JEWISH RACE, ACCORDING TO THE SIBYL, ARE TO DWELL IN PEACE AND GLORY. 337. HEAVENLY JEWS--THIS LINE IS CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., IV, 20 [L., 6, 516].] (228-249.) {P. 128}
SHALL OFFER PRAYER, WHO SHALL DWELL ROUND ABOUT GOD'S CITY IN MID PORTIONS OF THE LAND, 340 AND EVEN AS FAR AS JOPPA BUILDING ROUND A GREAT WALL THEY SHALL CARRY IT ALOFT UNTO THE GLOOMY CLOUDS. NO MORE SHALL TRUMP SOUND BATTLE--DIN NOR BY A FOE'S MAD HANDS SHALL THEY BE CUT OFF; BUT THEY SHALL SET UP 345 THEIR TROPHIES FOR AN AGE OF EVIL MEN. AND ONE SHALL COME AGAIN FROM HEAVEN, A MAN PREEMINENT, WHOSE HANDS, ON FRUITFUL TREE BY FAR THE NOBLEST OF THE HEBREWS STRETCHED, WHO AT ONE TIME DID MAKE THE SUN STAND STILL 350 WHEN HE SPOKE WITH FAIR WORD AND HOLY LIPS, NO LONGER VEX THY SOUL WITHIN THY BREAST BY REASON OF THE SWORD, RICH CHILD OF GOD, FLOWER LONGED FOR BY HIM ONLY, GOODLY LIGHT AND NOBLE BRANCH, A SCION MUCH BELOVED, 355 PLEASANT JUDEA, CITY BEAUTIFUL, INSPIRED BY HYMNS. NO MORE SHALL UNCLEAN FOOT OF GREEKS KEEP REVEL ROUND ABOUT THY LAND, WHO HELD WITHIN THEIR BREAST A LAWLESS [SEXUAL] MIND; BUT THEE SHALL GLORIOUS CHILDREN HONOR MUCH 360 [AND BE EXPERT IN SONGS AND HOLY TONGUES], WITH SACRIFICES OF ALL KINDS AND PRAYERS HONORED OF GOD. ALL WHO ENDURE THE TOILS OF SMALL AFFLICTION AND THE JUST SHALL HAVE [338. SHALL OFFER PRAYER--THIS READING, {GREEK EU?'KSETAI}, AS IN BOOK XIII, 206 (GREEK TEXT, 153), RZACH NOW PREFERS TO THE {GREEK E?'SSETAI} OF THE MSS., AND HIS OWN FORMER CONJECTURE OF {GREEK A?RÐH'SETAI}, SHALL HE RAISED UP. 346-350. IN THIS PASSAGE THE MESSIAH IS CONCEIVED AS BOTH MOSES AND JOSHUA COMING DOWN OUT OF THE HEAVENS. THE ALLUSIONS ARE TO MOSES STRETCHING OUT HIS HANDS WITH THE WONDER-WORKING ROD (COMP. EXOD. VII, 17-20, AND XVII, 9-12), THE ROD THAT PUT FORTH BUDS AND FRUIT (NUM. XVII, 8), AND JOSHUA COMMANDING THE SUN TO STAND STILL (JOSH. X, 12).] (250-269.) {P. 129}
MORE THAT IS ALTOGETHER BEAUTIFUL; 365 BUT THE WICKED, WHO TO HEAVEN SENT LAWLESS [SEXUAL] SPEECH, SHALL CEASE THEIR SPEAKING ONE AGAINST ANOTHER, AND HIDE THEMSELVES UNTIL THE WORLD BE CHANGED. AND THERE SHALL BE A RAIN OF GLEAMING FIRE FROM THE CLOUDS; AND NO MORE SHALL MORTALS REAP 370 THE FAIR CORN FROM THE EARTH; ALL THINGS UNSOWN AND UNPLOWED, UNTIL MORTAL MEN SHALL KNOW THE LORD OF ALL THINGS, THE IMMORTAL GOD ALWAYS EXISTING, AND NO MORE REVERE MORTAL THINGS, NEITHER DOGS NOR VULTURES' NESTS, 375 AND WHAT THINGS EGYPT TAUGHT TO MAGNIFY WITH DUMB MONTHS AND DULL LIPS. BUT ALL THESE THINGS THE HOLY LAND OF THE ONLY PIOUS MEN SHALL BRING FORTH, FROM THE HONEY-DRIPPING ROCK A STREAM AND FROM A SPRING AMBROSIAL MILK 380 SHALL FLOW FOR ALL THE JUST; FOR IN ONE GOD, ONE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO ALONE IS GLORIOUS, HAVING GREAT PIETY AND FAITH THEY HOPED. BUT WHY DOES THE WISE MIND GRANT ME THESE THINGS? AND NOW THEE, WRETCHED ASIA, PITEOUSLY 385 I MOURN AND THE RACE OF IONIANS AND CARIANS AND LYDIANS RICH IN GOLD. ALAS, ALAS FOR THEE, O SARDIS; AND ALAS FOR TRALLIS MUCH BELOVED; ALAS, ALAS, LAODICEA, CITY BEAUTIFUL; 390 THUS SHALT THOU BE BY EARTHQUAKES OVERTHROWN [376-380. THESE LINES ARE CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 42 [L., 6, 811]; COMP. JOEL III, 18. 383-398. THE SIBYL HERE PRONOUNCES WOE ON SEVERAL WELL-KNOWN PROVINCES AND CITIES OF ASIA MINOR, ALL WHICH HAVE BEEN REPEATEDLY SHAKEN BY EARTHQUAKES. ESPECIALLY INTERESTING IS THE MENTION OF THE FAMOUS TEMPLE OF ARTEMIS (DIANA) AT EPHESUS. COMP. ACTS XIX, 24-28.] (270-290.) {P. 130}
AND RUINED, AND BE ALSO CHANGED TO DUST. AND TO ASIA GLOOMY...ARTREMIS' TEMPLE FIXED AT EPHESUS...BY CHASMS, AND EARTHQUAKES COME HEADLONG DOWN 395 SOMETIME INTO THE DREADFUL SEA, IS STORMS OVERWHELM SHIPS. AND UP-TURNED EPHESUS SHALL WAIL ALOUD, LAMENT BESIDE HER BANKS, AND FOR HER TEMPLE SEARCH WHICH IS NO MORE. AND THEN INCENSED SHALL GOD THE IMPERISHABLE, 400 WHO DWELLS ON HIGH, HURL THUNDERBOLTS FROM HEAVEN DOWN ON THE HEAD OF HIM THAT IS IMPURE. AND IN THE PLACE OF WINTER THERE SHALL BE IN THAT DAY SUMMER. AND TO MORTAL MEN SHALL THEN BE GREAT WOE; FOR THE THUNDERER 405 SHALL UTTERLY DESTROY ALL SHAMELESS MEN AND WITH HIS THUNDERS AND WITH LIGHTNING-FLAMES AND BLAZING THUNDERBOLTS MEN OF ILL-WILL, AND, THUS SHALL HE DESTROY THE IMPIOUS ONES, SO THAT THERE SHALL REMAIN UPON THE EARTH 410 DEAD BODIES MORE IN NUMBER THAN THE SAND. FOR SMYRNA ALSO, WEEPING HER LYCURGUS, SHALL COME UNTO THE GATES OF EPHESUS AND SHE HERSELF SHALL PERISH EVEN MORE. AND FOOLISH CYME WITH HER INSPIRED STREAMS 415 CAST DOWN BY HANDS OF GODLESS MEN [ATHEISTIC] UNJUST AND [SEXUAL] LAWLESS, SHALL TO HEAVEN NOT SO MUCH AS A WORD UTTER; BUT SHE SHALL REMAIN DEAD IN CYMAEAN STREAMS. AND THEN SHALL THEY TOGETHER WEEP, AWAITING EVIL THINGS. [396-398. THESE LINES ARE CITED BY CLEM. ALEX., COHORT., IV [G., 8, 141]. 414. CYME--SITUATED SOME FIFTEEN MILES NORTH OF SMYRNA. ITS ROUGH POPULACE (LINE 420) IS SAID BY STRABO (XIII, III, 6) TO HAVE BEEN RIDICULED FOR THEIR STUPIDITY.] (291-312.) {P. 131}
420 CYME'S ROUGH POPULACE AND SHAMELESS TRIBE, HAVING A SIGN, SHALL KNOW FOR WHAT THEY TOILED. AND THEN, WHEN THEY SHALL HAVE BEWAILED THEIR LAND REDUCED TO ASHES, BY ERIDANUS SHALL LESBOS BE FOREVER OVERTHROWN. 425 ALAS, CORCYRA, CITY BEAUTIFUL, ALAS FOR THEE, CEASE FROM THY REVELRY. THOU ALSO, HIERAPOLIS, SOLE LAND WITH RICHES MIXED, WHAT THOU HAST LONGED TO HAVE THOU SHALT HAVE, EVEN A LAND OF MANY TEARS, 430 SINCE THOU, WAS ANGRY TOWARDS A LAND BESIDE THERMODON'S STREAMS. ROCK-CLINGING TRIPOLIS, BESIDE THE WATERS OF MAEANDER, THEE SHALL BY THE NIGHTLY SURGES UNDER SHORE GOD'S WRATH AND FORESIGHT UTTERLY DESTROY. 435 TAKE ME NOT, WILLING, TO THE NEIGHBORING LAND OF PHOEBUS; SOMETIME SHALL A THUNDERBOLT DAINTY MILETUS FROM ABOVE DESTROY, BECAUSE SHE SEIZED ON PHOEBUS' CRAFTY SONG AND THE WISE CARE AND PRUDENT PLAN OF MEN. 440 FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL, BE GRACIOUS TO THE LAND OF JUDAH, WELL FED, FRUIT-ABOUNDING, GREAT, [423. ERIDANUS--USUALLY UNDERSTOOD AS A MYTHICAL NAME OF THE RIVER PO; BUT IN THIS PASSAGE IT IS APPARENTLY INTENDED AS THE NAME OF A DESTRUCTIVE SEA-GOD. COMP. HESIOD, THEOG., 338. 425. CORCYRA--CITY ON AN ISLAND OF THE SAME NAME OFF THE COAST OF EPIRUS, IDENTICAL WITH THE MODERN CORFU. 427. HIERAPOLIS--PHRYGIA, NOT FAR FROM LAODICEA AND COLOSSAE. 431. THERMODON--RIVER OF PONTUS, EMPTYING IN THE EUXINE, TRIPOLIS--NORTHWEST OF HIERAPOLIS, ON THE MAEANDER. 437. MILETUS--SAID TO HAVE BEEN FOUNDED BY, AND NAMED AFTER, A SON OF PHOEBUS (THAT IS, APOLLO; SEE NOTE ON BOOK IV, LINE 5), AND HENCE CALLED LAND OF PHOEBUS, AS IN THIS PASSAGE. ACCORDING TO STRABO (BOOK XIV, I, 6), THE MILESIANS INVOKE PHOEBUS AS THE DISPENSER OF HEALTH AND HEALER OF DISEASES.] (314-328.) {P. 132}
IN ORDER THAT THY JUDGMENTS WE MAY SEE. FOR THOU, O GOD, IN KINDNESS DIDST REGARD THIS LAND FIRST THAT IT MIGHT APPEAR TO BE 445 THY GRACIOUS GIFT UNTO ALL MORTAL MEN AND TO HOLD FAST WHAT GOD PUT IN THEIR CHARGE. THE WORKS THRICE WRETCHED OF THE THRACIANS I YEARN TO SEE, AND WALL BETWEEN TWO SEAS TRAILED IN THE DUST ALONG BENEATH THE MIST, 450 EVEN LIKE A RIVER FOR THE SWIMMING FISH. O WRETCHED HELLESPONT, SOMETIME A CHILD OF THE ASSYRIANS SHALL THROW A YOKE ACROSS THEE; BATTLE OF THE THRACIANS COMES AND SHALL DESPOIL THY STRENGTH. AND THERE SHALL RULE 455 OVER THE LAND OF MACEDONIA A KING OF EGYPT, AND A BARBAROUS CLIME SHALL WASTE THE STRENGTH OF CAPTAINS. LYDIANS, AND THE GALATIANS, AND PAMPHYLIANS WITH THE PISIDIANS, ALL EQUIPPED FOR WAR 460 SHALL IN A MASS BRING EVIL STRIFE TO PASS. THRICE WRETCHED ITALY, THEN SHALT REMAIN ALL-DESOLATE, UNWEPT, IN BLOOMING LAND BY DEADLY STING TO PERISH UTTERLY. AND SOMETIME HIGH IN THE BROAD HEAVEN ABOVE 465 LIKE THUNDER-ROARING SHALL GOD'S VOICE BE HEARD. [447. WORKS…OF THE THRACIANS--REFERENCE PROBABLY TO THE WALL, MENTIONED IN NEXT LINE, BUILT BY MILTIADES ACROSS THE ISTHMUS OF THE THRACIAN CHERSONESE. SEE HERODOTUS, BOOK VI, 36. 452. ASSYRIANS--HERE PUT FOR PERSIANS, WHO OCCUPIED THE ASSYRIAN TERRITORY. THE REFERENCE IS MANIFESTLY TO XERXES, WHO BRIDGED THE HELLESPONT, AS DESCRIBED BY HERODOTUS, BOOK VII, 34-36. 456. KING OF EGYPT--LYSIMACHUS SEEMS TO BE REFERRED TO, AND IS THOUGHT OF AS BEING EGYPTIAN BECAUSE OF HIS MARRIAGE WITH PTOLEMY'S DAUGHTER. THE PROVINCES OF ASIA MINOR NAMED IN LINES 457-459 WERE ALL INVOLVED IN THE WARS OF LYSIMACHUS.] (329-345.) {P. 133}
AND THE UNWASTING FLAMES OF THE SUN HIMSELF SHALL BE NO MORE, NOR SHALL THE BRILLIANT LIGHT OF THE MOON AGAIN BE IN THE LATEST TIME, WHEN GOD SHALL BE THE RULER. AND DARK GLOOM 470 SHALL BE OVER ALL THE EARTH, AND BLINDED MEN AND EVIL BEASTS AND WOE; THAT DAY SHALL BE A LONG TIME, SO THAT MEN SHALL SEE THAT GOD HIMSELF IS LORD, THE [SUPREME] OVERSEER OF ALL IN FRONT OF HEAVEN. AND THEN WILL HE HIMSELF 475 NOT PITY HOSTILE MEN, WHO SACRIFICE THEIR HERDS OF LAMBS AND SHEEP AND CALVES AND GOATS AND BELLOWING GOLDEN-HORNED BULLS, OFFERING THEM TO LIFELESS HERMAE AND TO GODS OF STONE. BUT LET THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF WISDOM BE YOUR GUIDE 480 AND THE GLORY OF THE RIGHTEOUS; LEST SOMETIME THE IMPERISHABLE GOD INCENSED DESTROY EACH RACE OF MEN AND SHAMELESS TRIBE OF LIFE, IT DOTH BEHOOVE THEM FAITHFULLY TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE WISE GOD WHO EVER IS. 485 IN THE LAST TIME, AT THE TURNING OF THE MOON, THERE SHALL BE RAGING THROUGH THE WORLD A WAR AND CARRIED ON WITH CUNNING, AND IN GUILE. AND FROM THE LIMITS OF THE EARTH SHALL COME FLEEING AND PONDERING SHARP THINGS IN HIS MIND, [478. HERMAE--STATUES SURMOUNTED WITH AHEAD OF HERMES, THE GOD OF ARTS AND OF TRAFFIC. THEY WERE NUMEROUS IN ATHENS AND ROME, AND MANY SPECIMENS ARE TO BE SEEN IN THE MUSEUMS OF EUROPE. 480-484. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DE IRA DEI, XXIII [L., 7, 144]. 488-490. REFERENCE TO NERO, HERE CONCEIVED AS RETURNING FROM HIS FLIGHT BEYOND THE EUPHRATES (SEE BOOK IV, 156) AND EMBODYING THE TRAITS OF THE VILE KING DESCRIBED IN DAN. VIII, 23-25. THIS PASSAGE IS QUOTED BY LACTANTIUS, DE MORTE PERSEC., II [L., 7, 197], AND HE SAYS THAT SOME PERSONS OF HIS OWN TIME UNDERSTOOD IT OF NERO, WHO WAS SUPPOSED TO BE STILL LIVING IN NERO DISTANT REGION WHITHER HE HAD BEEN SECRETLY CONVEYED.] (346-364.) {P. 134}
490 A MATRICIDAL MAN WHO EVERY LAND SHALL OVERPOWER AND OVER ALL THINGS RULE, AND SEE ALL THINGS MORE WISELY THAN ALL MEN; AND THAT FOR WHOSE SAKE HE HIMSELF WAS SLAIN SHALL HE SEIZE FORTHWITH. AND HE SHALL DESTROY 495 MANY MEN AND GREAT TYRANTS AND SHALL BURN ALL OF THEM, AS NONE OTHER EVER DID, AND HE SHALL RAISE UP THEM THAT ARE AFRAID FOR EMULATION'S SAKE. AND FROM THE WEST MUCH WAR SHALL COME TO MEN, AND BLOOD SHALL FLOW 500 DOWN, HILL TILL IT BECOMES DEEP-EDDYING STREAMS. AND IN THE PLAINS OF MACEDONIA SHALL WRATH DISTIL AND GIVE HELP FROM THE WEST, BUT TO THE KING DESTRUCTION. AND A WIND OF WINTER THEN SHALL BLOW UPON THE EARTH, 505 AND THE PLAIN BE FILLED WITH EVIL WAR AGAIN. FOR FIRE SHALL RAIN DOWN FROM THE HEAVENLY PLAINS ON MORTALS, AND THEREWITH BLOOD, WATER, FLASH OF LIGHTNING, MURKY DARKNESS, NIGHT IN HEAVEN, AND WASTE IN WAR AND OVER THE SLAUGHTER MIST, 510 AND THESE TOGETHER SHALL DESTROY ALL KINGS AND NOBLEST MEN. THUS, SHALL BE MADE TO CEASE THEN THE DESTRUCTION PITIABLE OF WAR. AND NO MORE SHALL ONE FIGHT WITH SWORDS OR IRON OR EVEN DARTS, WHICH THINGS SHALL NOT AGAIN 515 BE [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL. BUT WISE PEOPLE SHALL HAVE PEACE, WHO WERE LEFT, HAVING MADE PROOF OF WICKEDNESS, THAT THEY MIGHT AT THE LAST BE FILLED WITH JOY. [493. THAT FOR WHICH HE PERISHED, AND WHICH THE RETURNING NERO WOULD AGAIN SEIZE, WAS THE SOVEREIGNTY. 501-503. THE EXACT IMPORT OF THESE LINES IS QUITE UNINTELLIGIBLE, EXCEPT THAT BY VARIOUS CONCURRING FORCES THE NERO ANTICHRIST IS TO BE DESTROYED.] (365-385.) {P. 135}
YE MATRICIDES, LEAVE OFF YOUR IMPUDENCE AND EVIL-WORKING BOLDNESS, WHO OF OLD 520 PROVIDED LAWLESSLY [SEXUAL] LEWD COUCH WITH BOYS, AND PLACED AS HARLOTS, MAIDENS PURE BEFORE IN BROTHELS BY [SEXUAL] ASSAULT AND [SEXUAL] PUNISHMENT AND BY MUCH-LABORING INDECENCY. FOR IN THEE MOTHER WITH HER CHILD DID HOLD 525 UNLAWFUL [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE, AND DAUGHTER WAS WITH HER OWN FATHER WEDDED AS A BRIDE; AND IN THEE KINGS HAVE THEIR ILL-FATED MOUTH [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED, AND IN THEE HAVE WICKED MEN FOUND COUCH WITH CATTLE [TREATED AS PROPERTY]. BE IN SILENCE HUSHED, 530 THOU WICKED CITY ALL-BEWAILED, POSSESSED OF REVELRY; FOR BY THEE VIRGIN MAIDS SHALL CARE NO LONGER FOR THE FIRE DIVINE OF SACRED WOOD THAT FONDLY NOURISHETH; BEFORE THEE WAS A MUCH-[SEXLESS] LOVED HOUSE OF OLD 535 EXTINGUISHED, WHEN I SAW THE SECOND HOUSE CAST HEADLONG DOWN AND OVERWHELMED WITH FIRE BY AN UNHOLY HAND, HOUSE EVER FLOURISHING, GOD'S WATCHFUL TEMPLE, BROUGHT FORTH OF HIS SAINTS AND BEING ALWAYS INDESTRUCTIBLE, 540 BY THE SOUL HOPED FOR AND THE BODY ITSELF. FOR NOT WITHOUT THE RITES OF BURIAL SHALL ONE PRAISE GOD OUT OF THE UNSEEN EARTH, NOR DID WISE WORKMAN MAKE A STONE BY THEM, NOR HAD HE FEAR OF GOLD, CHEAT OF THE WORLD [518. INFANTICIDES--THE ROMANS ARE THUS ADDRESSED, AS IF THEY WERE CONCEIVED IN THE SIBYL'S MIND AS SO MANY NEROS. COMP. LINE 490. 532. FIRE DIVINE--THIS WAS KEPT BURNING IN THE TEMPLE OF VESTA AT ROME, AND ATTENDED BY SIX VIRGIN PRIESTESSES KNOWN AS VESTAL VIRGINS. THE SAFETY OF THE CITY WAS BELIEVED TO DEPEND ON KEEPING THIS FIRE EVER BURNING. 534. LOVED HOUSE--THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM, LAID WASTE FIRST BY THE CHALDEANS (2 KINGS XXV, 8-11) AND A SECOND TIME BY THE ROMANS UNDER TITUS.] (386-405) {P. 136}
545 AND OF SOULS, BUT THE MIGHTY FATHER [STEPHEN], GOD OF ALL THINGS GOD-INSPIRED, DID HE REVERE WITH HOLY OFFERINGS AND FAIR HECATOMBS. BUT NOW AN UNSEEN AND UNHOLY KING WITH MULTITUDE GREAT AND WITH MEN RENOWNED 550 ROSE INTO POWER AND CAST HIS DWELLING DOWN AND LET IT GO UNBUILT. BUT HE HIMSELF WHEN HE SET FOOT ON THE IMMORTAL LAND DESTROYED THE GROUND. AND SUCH A SIGN NO MORE WAS WROUGHT UPON MEN, SO THAT IT APPEARED 555 THAT OTHERS THE GREAT CITY SHOULD DESTROY. FOR THERE CAME FROM THE HEAVENLY PLAINS A MAN, ONE BLESSED, WITH A SCEPTER IN HIS HAND, WHICH GOD GAVE HIM, AND HE RULED ALL THINGS WELL, AND UNTO ALL THE GOOD DID HE RESTORE 560 THE RICHES WHICH THE EARLIER MEN HAD SEIZED. AND MANY CITIES WITH MUCH FIRE HE TOOK FROM THEIR FOUNDATIONS, AND HE SET ON FIRE THE TOWNS OF MORTALS WHO BEFORE DID EVIL, AND HE DID MAKE THAT CITY, WHICH GOD [SEXLESSLY] LOVED, 565 MORE RADIANT THAN STARS AND SUN AND MOON, AND HE SET ORDER, AND A HOLY HOUSE INCARNATE MADE, PURE, VERY FAIR, AND FORMED IN MANY STADES A GREAT AND BOUNDLESS TOWER TOUCHING THE CLOUDS THEMSELVES AND SEEN BY ALL, 570 SO THAT ALL HOLY AND ALL RIGHTEOUS MEN MIGHT SEE THE GLORY OF THE ETERNAL GOD, A SIGHT THAT HAS BEEN LONGED FOR. RISING SUN [548. UNHOLY KING--THE REFERENCE SEEMS TO BE TO NERO, UNDER WHOM WAS BEGUN THE JEWISH WAR WHICH ENDED IN THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE. COMP. LINES 187-209 ABOVE. 556-580. A MESSIANIC PASSAGE DEPICTING THE IDEAL PERIOD OF FUTURE GLORY, A GOLDEN AGE TO COME. 664-565. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 24 [L., 6, 809].] (406-427.) {P. 137}
AND SETTING DAY HYMNED FORTH THE [SEXLESS] PRAISE OF GOD. FOR THERE ARE THEN NO LONGER FEARFUL THINGS 575 FOR WRETCHED MORTALS, NOR ADULTERIES AND LAWLESS [SEXUAL] LOVE OF BOYS, NOR HOMICIDE NOR TUMULT, BUT A RIGHTEOUS STRIFE IN ALL. IT IS THE LAST TIME OF THE SAINTS WHEN GOD ACCOMPLISHETH THESE THINGS, HIGH THUNDERER, 580 FOUNDER OF TEMPLE MOST MAGNIFICENT. ALAS, ALAS FOR THEE, O BABYLON, FOR GOLDEN THRONE AND GOLDEN SANDAL FAMED, KINGDOM OF MANY YEARS AND OF THE WORLD SOLE RULER, WHO WAS GREAT IN OLDEN TIME 585 AND CITY OF ALL CITIES, THOU NO MORE SHALT LIE IN GOLDEN MOUNTAINS AND BY STREAMS OF THE EUPHRATES; THOU SHALT BE LAID LOW BY ROUT OF EARTHQUAKE. BUT THE PARTHIANS DIRE CAUSED THEE TO STIFFER ALL THINGS. HOLD THOU FAST 590 THY UNKNOWN SPEECH, IMPURE CHALDEAN RACE; ASK NOT NOR BE CONCERNED HOW THOU SHALT LEAD THE PERSIANS OR HOW THOU SHALT RULE THE MEDES; FOR ON ACCOUNT OF THY SUPREMACY, WHICH THOU HAD, SENDING HOSTAGES TO ROME 595 AND SERVING ASIA, THOU THAT FORMERLY DIDST ALSO THINK THYSELF A QUEEN, SHALT COME UNTO THE JUDGMENT OF ANTAGONISTS, [581. BABYLON--HERE PUT FOR CTESIPHON ON THE TIGRIS, THE METROPOLIS OF THE PARTHIAN EMPIRE. THIS EMPIRE WAS ONE OF THE GREAT POWERS OF THE EAST, AND, AFTER LONG CONFLICT WITH THE SYRIAN KING, SPREAD ITS DOMINION OVER WESTERN ASIA, AND VERY SUCCESSFULLY RESISTED THE ROMANS UNTIL THE THIRD CENTURY OF OUR ERA.
594. HOSTAGES TO ROME--A LITTLE WHILE BEFORE THE BEGINNING OF THE CHRISTIAN ERA THE PARTHIAN KING PHRAATES SENT FOUR OF HIS SONS TO ROME, AND THE ROMAN WRITERS SPEAK OF THEM AS HOSTAGES TO AUGUSTUS. SEE RAWLINSON, SIXTH ORIENTAL MONARCHY, CHAP. XIII.] (428-444.) {P. 138}
BECAUSE OF WHOM THOU HAST SUFFERED BANEFUL THINGS; AND THOU SHALT GIVE INSTEAD OF CROOKED WORDS 600 BITTER VEXATION TO THE ENEMIES, AND IN THE LAST TIME SHALL THE SEA BE DRY AND SHIPS NO LONGER SAIL TO ITALY, AND ASIA THE GREAT THEN, ALL-HAPLESS, SHALL BE WATER, AND THEN CRETE SHALL BE A PLAIN. 605 AND CYPRUS SHALL ENDURE GREAT MISERY AND PAPHOS SHALL BEWAIL A DREADFUL FATE, SO THAT EVEN SALAMIS, GREAT CITY, SHALL BE SEEN TO UNDERGO GREAT MISERY; AND NOW THE DRY LAND SHALL BE FRUITLESS AND 610 UPON THE SHORE. AND LOCUSTS NOT A FEW SHALL UTTERLY DESTROY THE CYPRIAN LAND. LOOKING AT TYRE, DOOMED MORTALS, YE SHALL WEEP. PHOENICIA, DREADFUL WRATH REMAINS FOR THEE, UNTIL THOU TO A WORTHLESS RUIN FALL, 615 SO THAT EVEN SIRENS TRULY MAY LAMENT. IN THE FIFTH GENERATION, WHEN THE RUIN OF EGYPT HAS CEASED, IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT SHAMELESS KINGS SHALL BE TOGETHER JOINED, AND RACES OF PAMPHYLIANS SHALL ENCAMP 620 IN EGYPT, AND IN MACEDONIA AND IN ASIA AND AMONG THE LIBYANS SHALL IN THE DUST BE A WORLD-MADDENING WAR EXCEEDING BLOODY, WHICH THE KING OF ROME AND RULERS OF THE WEST SHALL MAKE TO CEASE. 625 WHEN WINTRY STORM SHALL DROP DOWN LIKE THE SNOW, WHILE FROZEN ARE GREAT RIVER AND VAST LAKES, FORTHWITH A BARBAROUS RACE SHALL MAKE THEIR WAY [615. SIRENS…LAMENT--TERRIBLE INDEED MUST BE A DESTRUCTION WHICH MOVES THE CRUEL SIRENS TO LAMENTATION. 616-624. THIS PASSAGE SEEMS TO REFER TO THE SERIES OF WARS IN EUROPE, ASIA, AND EGYPT WHICH PUT AN END TO THE GREEK DOMINATION OF THE ORIENT.] (445-466.) {P. 139}
INTO THE ASIAN LAND AND SHALL DESTROY THE RACE OF DREADFUL THRACIANS, HARD TO QUELL. 630 AND THEN SHALL MORTALS, FEEDING [SEXUAL] LAWLESSLY DEVOUR THEIR PARENTS, BEING BY HUNGER WORN, AND SHALL GULP DOWN THE ENTRAILS. AND WILD BEASTS SHALL DEVOUR FROM ALL HOUSES TABLE-FOOD, AND THEY AND BIRDS ALL MORTALS SHALL DEVOUR. 635 THE OCEAN WITH DEAD BODIES SHALL BE FILLED FROM THE RIVER AND BE RED WITH FLESH AND BLOOD OF THE FOOLISH ONES. THEN THUS A FEEBLENESS SHALL BE ON EARTH, SO THAT OF MEN THE NUMBER MAY BE SEEN AND THE MEASURE OF THE WOMEN, 640 AND THE DIRE RACE SHALL WAIL FOR MYRIAD THINGS AT LAST WHEN THE SUN SETS TO RISE NO MORE, BUT TO REMAIN SUBMERGED IN OCEAN'S WAVES; FOR IT BEHELD THE WICKEDNESS UNCLEAN OF MANY MORTALS. AND A MOONLESS NIGHT 615 SHALL BE A FAME AROUND THE MIGHTY HEAVEN, AND NO SMALL MIST SHALL HIDE THE WORLD'S RAVINES A SECOND TIME; THEN AFTERWARDS GOD'S LIGHT SHALL GUIDE THE GOOD MEN, WHO SANG PRAISE TO GOD. ISIS, THRICE WRETCHED GODDESS, THOU ALONE 650 SHALT ON THE WATERS OF THE NILE REMAIN, A MAENAD OUT OF ORDER ON THE SANDS OF ACHERON, AND NO LONGER SHALL REMAIN REMEMBRANCE OF THEE OVER ALL THE EARTH. AND ALSO, THOU, SARAPIS, WHO ART PLACED 655 ON MANY GLISTENING STONES, A RUIN VAST SHALT THOU IN THRICE UNHAPPY EGYPT LIE. BUT THOSE WHOM [SEXUAL] LOVE OF EGYPT LED TO THEE [649. ISIS--COMP. LINES 75-84 ABOVE. 654. SARAPIS--ANOTHER EGYPTIAN DEITY, LIKE ISIS, AND HAVING MANY ATTRIBUTES OF OSIRIS.] (466-489.) {P. 140}
SHALL ALL LAMENT THEE BADLY; BUT WHO PUT IMPERISHABLE REASON IN THEIR BREAST, 660 AND WHO [SEXLESSLY] PRAISED GOD, SHALL KNOW THEE TO BE NAUGHT. AND SOMETIME SHALL A LINEN-VESTED MAN, A PRIEST, SAY: "COME, LET US RAISE UP OF GOD A BEAUTIFUL TRUE TEMPLE; COME, LET US THE FEARFUL [SEXUAL] LAW OF OUR FOREFATHERS [ACTS 17:29], CHANGE, 665 BECAUSE OF WHICH THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND THAT THEY WERE UNTO GODS OF STONE AND CLAY MAKING PROCESSIONS AND RELIGIONS RITES. LET US TURN OUR SOULS, GIVING [SEXLESS] PRAISE TO GOD THE IMPERISHABLE, WHO HIMSELF IS FATHER [STEPHEN], 670 THE EVERLASTING ONE, THE LORD OF ALL, THE TRUE ONE, THE KING, LIFE-SUSTAINING FATHER [STEPHEN], THE MIGHTY GOD EXISTING EVERMORE." AND THEN SHALL THERE A GREAT PURE TEMPLE BE IN EGYPT, AND THE PEOPLE MADE BY GOD 675 SHALL INTO IT THEIR SACRIFICES BRING. AND TO THEM GOD SHALL GIVE LIFE [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT. BUT WHEN THE ETHIOPIANS, FORSAKING THE SHAMELESS TRIBES OF THE TRIBALLIANS, SHALL CULTIVATE THEIR EGYPT, THEY WILL THEN 680 BEGIN THEIR BASENESS, THAT THE LATER THINGS [673. TEMPLE--COMMONLY SUPPOSED TO REFER TO THE JEWISH TEMPLE AT LEONTOPOLIS IN EGYPT. SEE JOSEPHUS, WARS, VII, X, 2, 3; ANT., XIII, 3. ALEXANDRE, HOWEVER, CONTROVERTS THIS EXPLANATION, AND MAINTAINS THAT THIS WRITER, BEING SUBSEQUENT TO THE CLOSING OF THE TEMPLE AT LEONTOPOLIS AND THE ABOLISHING OF ITS WORSHIP BY ORDER OF THE ROMAN EMPEROR (JOSEPHUS, WARS, VII, X, 4), COULD NOT HAVE THUS SPOKEN OF THIS TEMPLE, NOR PROPHESIED ITS OVERTHROW BY ETHIOPIANS. HENCE THE PLAUSIBLE SUPPOSITION THAT THE ENTIRE PASSAGE ABOUT A TEMPLE IN EGYPT IS A POETICAL AMPLIFICATION OF THE PROPHECY OF ISA. XIX, 18-22. 678. TRIBALLIANS--THESE WERE A POWERFUL AND SAVAGE TRIBE NEAR THE DANUBE IN EUROPE (COMP. BOOK XII, 91), AND ARE HERE STRANGELY ASSOCIATED WITH THE ETHIOPIANS. BUT PROBABLY BOTH NAMES ARE HERE USED SYMBOLICALLY, LIKE GOG AND MAGOG IN BOOK III, 193.] (490-506.) {P. 141}
MAY ALL OCCUR. FOR THEY SHALL OVERTHROW THE MIGHTY TEMPLE OF THE EGYPTIAN LAND; AND GOD SHALL RAIN DOWN ON THE EARTH DIRE WRATH AMONG THEM, SO THAT ALL THE WICKED ONES 685 AND ALL WITHOUT SENSE PERISH. AND NO MORE SHALL THERE BE ANY SPARING IN THAT LAND, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT KEEP THAT WHICH GOD GAVE. I SAW THE THREATENING OF THE SHINING SUN AMONG THE STARS, AND IN THE LIGHTNING FLASH 690 THE DIRE WRATH OF THE MOON; THE STARS TRAVAILED WITH BATTLE; AND GOD GAVE THEM UP TO LIGHT. FOR LONG FIRE-FLAMES REBELLED AGAINST THE SUN; LUCIFER [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL, VICTORIA AS BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH IS THE FEMALE SENSE] TREADING UPON LEO'S BACK BEGAN THE FIGHT; AND THE MOON'S DOUBLE HORN 695 CHANGED ITS SHAPE; CAPRICORN SMOTE TAURUS' NECK; AND TAURUS TOOK AWAY FROM CAPRICORN RETURNING DAY. ORION WOULD NO MORE ABIDE HIS YOKE; THE LOT OF GEMINI DID VIRGO CHANGE IN ARIES; NO MORE SHONE 700 THE PLEIADS; DRACO DISAVOWED HIS ZONE; DOWN INTO LEO'S GIRDLE PISCES WENT. CANCER REMAINED NOT, FOR HE FEARED ORION; SCORPIO DOWN ON DIRE LEO BACKWARDS MOVED; AND FROM THE SUN'S FLAME SIRIUS SLIPPED AWAY; 705 AND THE STRENGTH OF THE MIGHTY SHINING ONE AQUARIUS KINDLED. URANUS HIMSELF WAS ROUSED, UNTIL HE SHOOK THE WARRING ONES; AND BEING INCENSED HE HURLED THEM DOWN ON EARTH. THEN SWIFTLY SMITTEN DOWN UPON THE BATHS 710 OF OCEAN THEY SET ALL THE EARTH ON FIRE; AND THE HIGH HEAVEN REMAINED WITHOUT A STAR. [688-711. COMP. LINES 282-291 AND BOOK VIII, 261. ALSO, LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 16 [L., 6, 192].] (507-531.) {P. 142} {P. 143}
BOOK VI. CONTENTS OF BOOK VI.
PREEXISTENCE, INCARNATION, AND BAPTISM OF THE SON OF GOD, 1-9. HIS TEACHING AND HIS MIRACLES, 10-25. MISERIES IN STORE FOR THE GUILTY LAND, 26-32. THE BLESSED CROSS, 33-36. {P. 145} 
BOOK VI.
THE GREAT SON OF THE IMMORTAL FAMED IN SONG I FROM THE HEART PROCLAIM, TO WHOM A THRONE, TO BE HELD FAST THE MOST FATHER [STEPHEN] GAVE ERE, HE WAS BROUGHT FORTH; THEN WAS HE RAISED UP 5 ACCORDING TO FLESH GIVEN, WASHED, AT THE MOUTH OF THE RIVER JORDAN, WHICH GOES RUSHING ON TRAILING ITS GLEAMING BILLOWS, FROM THE FIRE ESCAPING HE FIRST SHALL SEE GOD'S SWEET [SEXLESS] SPIRIT DESCENDING WITH THE WINGS OF A WHITE DOVE. 10 AND A PURE FLOWER SHALL BLOOM, AND SPRINGS BE FULL. AND HE SHALL SHOW THE WAYS TO MEN, AND SHOW THE HEAVENLY PATHS, AND TEACH ALL WITH WISE AND HE SHALL COME FOR JUDGEMENT AND PERSUADE A DISOBEDIENT PEOPLE WHILE HE BOASTS 15 DESCENT PRAISEWORTHY FROM A HEAVENLY SIRE. BILLOWS SHALL HE TREAD, SICKNESS OF MANKIND SHALL HE DESTROY, HE SHALL RAISE UP THE DEAD, AND MANY SUFFERINGS SHALL HE DRIVE AWAY; AND FROM ONE SCRIP SHALL BE MEN'S FILL OF BREAD, [1. THIS BOOK IS SCARCELY ENTITLED TO A PLACE AMONG THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES, OR TO BE CALLED A BOOK. IT IS A BRIEF HYMN IN HONOR OF CHRIST AND THE CROSS, AND PROBABLY OF LATER DATE THAN ANY OTHER PORTION OF THE PRESENT COLLECTION. 2-4. COMP. JOHN XVII, 5. 9. COMP. MATT. III, 16. 10. PURE FLOWER--CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., IV, 13 [L., G, 486], AND COMP. ISA, XI, 1, 2, WHERE THE SEPTUAGINT READS BLOSSOM. 16. TREAD--SEE MATT. XLV, 25. 16-19. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., IV, 15 [L., 6, 494].] (1-15.) {P. 146}
20 WHEN THE HOUSE OF DAVID SHALL BRING FORTH A CHILD; AND IN HIS HAND THE WHOLE WORLD, EARTH, HEAVEN, SEA. AND HE SHALL FLASH UPON THE EARTH, AS ONCE THE TWO BEGOTTEN FROM EACH OTHER'S RIBS SAW HUMAN FORM APPEARING. IT SHALL BE 25 WHEN EARTH SHALL BE GLAD IN THE HOPE OF CHILD. BUT FOR THEE ONLY, SODOMITIC LAND, ARE EVIL WOES LAID UP; FOR THOU THYSELF ILL-DISPOSED DIDST NOT APPREHEND THY GOD WHO MOCKS AT MORTAL SCHEMES; BUT FROM A THORN 30 DIDST CROWN HIM WITH A CROWN, AND FEARFUL GALL DIDST MINGLE UNTO INSOLENCE AND SPIRIT. THIS SHALL BRING EVIL WOES ABOUT FOR THEE. O THE WOOD, O SO BLESSED, UPON WHICH GOD WAS OUTSTRETCHED; THE EARTH SHALL NOT HAVE THEE, 35 BUT THOU SHALT LOOK UPON A HEAVENLY HOUSE, WHEN THOU, O GOD, SHALT FLASH THINE EYE OF FIRE. [20. CHILD--OR A [EGG] PLANT; A SHOOT. COMP. ISA. XI, 1. 23. COMP. GEN. II, 21-23. 26. SODOMITIC LAND--JUDEA, SO CALLED ON ACCOUNT OF HER WICKEDNESS. COMP. ISA. I, 10; EZEK. XVI, 48,49. 27-31. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., IV, 18 [L., 6, 507]. 33. CITED BY SOZOMEN, HIST. ECCL., II, 1 [G., 67, 933].] (16-28) {P. 147}
BOOK VII. CONTENTS OF BOOK VII.
WOES OF RHODES, DELOS, CYPRUS, AND SICILY, 1-9. THE DELUGE, 10-15. RUIN OF PHRYGIA, ETHIOPIA, AND EGYPT, 16-28. WOE OF LAODICEA, 29-31. SIGNS AND POWERS OF MESSIAH, 32-49. THE NEW SHOOT, 50-52. PERSIAN WARS, 53-67. FALL OF ILIAS, 68-72. DOOM OF COLOPHON, THESSALY, CORINTH, AND TYRE, 73-86. CŒLE-SYRIA ACCURSED, 87-102. RULES FOR SACRIFICE AND ALMS GIVING, 103-130. DOOM OF SARDINIA, MYGDONIA, THE CELTIC LAND, ROME, SYRIA, AND THEBES, 131-161. THE DEVOURING FIRE, 162-190. LONG NIGHT FOLLOWED BY A BETTER TIME, 101-205. CONFESSION AND DOOM OF THE SIBYL, 206-221. {P. 149} 
BOOK VII.
O RHODES, THOU ART UNHAPPY; FOR FIRST THEE, THEE WILL I MOURN; AND THOU SHALT BE THE FIRST OF CITIES, AND FIRST SHALT THOU BE DESTROYED, BEREFT OF MEN, BUT OF THE MEANS OF LIFE 5 NOT WHOLLY DESTITUTE. AND THOU SHALT SAIL, DELOS, AND BE UNSTABLE ON THE WATER; CYPRUS, A BILLOW OF THY GLEAMING SEA SHALL SOMETIME THEE DESTROY; THEE, SICILY, THE FIRE THAT BURNS WITHIN THEE SHALL CONSUME…10 NOR HEED GOD'S TERRIBLE AND FOREIGN WATER...NOAH SOLE FUGITIVE FROM ALL MEN CAME…EARTH SHALL FLOAT, HILLS FLOAT, AND EVEN SKY SHALL FLOAT, EVERYTHING SHALL BE WATER AND ALL THINGS SHALL BE DESTROYED BY WATERS. AND THE WINDS 15 SHALL STAND STILL AND A SECOND AGE SHALL BE. O PHRYGIA, FIRST SHALT THOU FLAME FROM THE CREST OF THE WATER; AND FIRST IN IMPIETY THOU SHALT DENY GOD HIMSELF, COURTING FAVOR WITH FALSE GODS, WHICH SHALL UTTERLY DESTROY 20 THEE, WRETCHED ONE, WHILE MANY YEARS ROLL ROUND. [1. THIS BOOK IS BRIEF AND FRAGMENTARY, AND MAINLY OF CHRISTIAN ORIGIN. ITS COMPOSITION MAY BE PROPERLY ASSIGNED TO THE CLOSE OF THE SECOND OR THE EARLY PART OF THE THIRD CENTURY. 10-15. HERE WE HAVE THE FRAGMENT OF A PASSAGE REFERRING TO NOAH AND THE FLOOD, IN WHICH THE LANGUAGE IS APPROPRIATED FROM BOOK I, 226-240.] (1-15.) {P. 150}
THE HAPLESS ETHIOPIANS UNDER PAIN, SUFFERING THINGS LAMENTABLE, SHALL BY SWORDS BE SMITTEN WHILST THEY CROUCH UPON THE GROUND. RICH EGYPT EVER CARING FOR HER CORN, 25 WHICH NILUS BY HIS SEVEN SWIMMING STREAMS [SEXUALLY] INTOXICATES, SHALL IN INTESTINE STRIFE DESTROY; AND THENCE MEN UNEXPECTEDLY SHALL DRIVE OUT APIS, NOT THE GOD FOR MEN. ALAS, ALAS, LAODICEA! THOU 30 NOT EVER SEEING GOD SHALT LIE, BOLD ONE; AND OVER THEE SHALL DASH A WAVE OF LYCUS…HE HIMSELF WHO IS BORN THE MIGHTY GOD, WHO SHALL WORK MANY SIGNS, SHALL THROUGH HEAVEN HANG AN AXLE IN THE MIDST, AND PLACE FOR MEN 35 A MIGHTY TERROR TO BE SEEN ON HIGH, MEASURING A COLUMN WITH A MIGHTY FIRE WHOSE DROPS SHALL SLAY THE RACES OF MANKIND THAT HAVE DARED EVILS. BUT A COMMON LORD THERE SHALL AT SOME TIME BE, AND THEN SHALL MEN 40 PROPITIATE GOD, BUT SHALL NOT MAKE AN END OF FRUITLESS SORROWS. AND THROUGH DAVID'S HOUSE SHALL ALL THINGS COME TO PASS. FOR GOD HIMSELF GAVE HIM THE POWER AND PUT IT IN HIS HAND; UNDER HIS FEET SHALL SLEEP HIS MESSENGERS, 45 AND SOME SHALL KINDLE FIRES, AND SOME SHALL MAKE RIVERS APPEAR, AND SOME SHALL RESCUE TOWNS, [28. APIS--THE SACRED BULL, WORSHIPED BY THE EGYPTIANS. 29. LAODICEA--COMP. BOOK III, 592-595. 34-36. AXLE…COLUMN--THIS IDEA OF A COLUMN, AXLE, OR PILLAR, TO BE REARED ON HIGH IN CONNECTION WITH THE FINAL JUDGMENT, IS PECULIAR TO THE SIBYL. COMP. BOOK II, 297, 361, AND 362. 38. A COMMON LORD--THE MESSIAH, COMMON IN THE SAME SENSE THAT JUDE (EPISTLE, VERSE 3) SPEAKS OF THE "COMMON SALVATION."] (16-36.) {P. 151}
AND SOME SHALL SEND FORTH WINDS. BUT FURTHERMORE, A GRIEVOUS LIFE SHALL COME ON MANY MEN, ENTERING THEIR SOULS AND CHANGING HUMAN HEARTS. 50 BUT WHEN A NEW SHOOT SHALL OUT OF A ROOT PUT FORTH EYES, THE CREATION, WHICH TO ALL ONCE GAVE ABUNDANT FOOD...AND IT SHALL WITH THE TIMES BE FULL. BUT WHEN OTHERS SHALL RULE, A TRIBE OF WARLIKE PERSIANS, 55 BRIDE-CHAMBERS STRAIGHTWAY SHALL BE TERRIBLE BECAUSE OF LAWLESS [SEXUAL] DEEDS. FOR HER OWN SON WILL MOTHER HAVE AS HUSBAND; SON WILL BE THE RUIN OF HIS MOTHER; AND WITH SIRE SHALL DAUGHTER LIE DOWN AND SHALL PUT TO SLEEP 60 THIS FOREIGN [SEXUAL] LAW. BUT TO THEM AFTERWARDS SHALL ROMAN ARES FLASH FROM MANY A SPEAR; AND THEY SHALL MIX MUCH LAND WITH HUMAN BLOOD. BUT THEN A CHIEF OF ITALY SHALL FLEE FROM THE FORCE OF THE SPEAR. BUT THEY SHALL LEAVE 65 UPON THE LAND A LANCE INSCRIBED WITH GOLD, WHICH AS THE SIGNAL ENSIGN OF THEIR RULE THE FOREMOST FIGHTERS CARRY CONSTANTLY. AND IT SHALL BE, WHEN EVIL AND ILL-STARRED ILIAS SHALL PITEOUSLY COMPLETE FOR ALL 70 A TOMB, NOT MARRIAGE, THEN SHALL BRIDES WEEP SORE, [62. THE GREEK TEXT IS AT THIS POINT SO BROKEN AS TO LEAVE THE ENTIRE PASSAGE OBSCURE. 54. WARLIKE PERSIANS--EWALD UNDERSTANDS THIS TERM AS A SYMBOLICAL NAME FOR THE INCESTUOUS ROMANS; BUT IT IS MORE PROBABLY A DESIGNATION OF THE PARTHIANS WHO IN THEIR WARS WITH CRASSUS AND ANTONY CAPTURED MANY OF THE ROMAN STANDARDS. 69. ILIAS--HERE APPARENTLY PUT FOR ALL THE REGION ROUND ABOUT ANCIENT ILIUM, OR TROY, OR PERHAPS FOR PERGANUM IN THE NEIGHBORING PROVINCE.] (35-52.) {P. 152}
BECAUSE THEY KNEW NOT GOD, BUT ALWAYS GAVE BY KETTLE-DRUMS AND CYMBALS BOISTEROUS SOUND. CONSULT THE ORACLE, O COLOPHON; FOR A GREAT FEARFUL FIRE, HANGS OVER THEE. 75 ILL-WEDDED THESSALY, THE EARTH NO MORE SHALL SEE THEE, NOR THY ASHES, AND ALONE ESCAPING FROM THE MAINLAND THOU SHALT SWIM; THUS, O THOU WRETCHED ONE, SHALT THOU OF WAR BE MELANCHOLY REFUSE, HAVING FALLEN 80 BY SWIFTLY FLOWING RIVERS AND BY SWORDS. AND THOU, O WRETCHED CORINTH, SHALT RECEIVE AROUND THYSELF STERN ARES, HAPLESS ONE, AND YE SHALL PERISH ONE UPON ANOTHER. TYRE, THOU, UNHAPPY, SHALT BE LEFT ALONE; 85 FOR, MADE A WIDOW BY THE FEEBLENESS OF PIOUS MEN, THOU SHALT BE BROUGHT TO NAUGHT. AH, COELE-SYRIA, OF PHOENICIAN MEN THE LAST HOLD, UPON WHOM THE BRINY SEA OF BERYTUS DISGORGING IS POURED FORTH, 90 O WRETCHED ONE, THOU DIDST NOT KNOW THY GOD, WHO ONCE IN THE MOUTH OF JORDAN WASHED HIMSELF, AND THE SPIRIT SPREAD HIS WINGS IN FLIGHT TOWARDS HIM WHO BEFORE BOTH THE EARTH AND STARRY HEAVEN WAS, ACTUAL WORD, BEGOTTEN BY HIS FATHER [STEPHEN], 95 AND BY THE HOLY SPIRIT DONNING FLESH [73. COLOPHON--SITUATED A LITTLE TO THE NORTH OF EPHESUS, AND THE SEAT OF AN ANCIENT ORACLE OF APOLLO (STRABO XIV, I, 27). 75. ILL-WEDDED--UNFORTUNATE IN THE MARRIAGES OF THE INHABITANTS. COMP. LINE 67. 87. COELE-SYRIA--THAT PART OF SYRIA WHICH LIES BETWEEN THE LIBANUS AND ANTILIBANUS MOUNTAIN RANGES. 89. BERYTUS--ON THE PHOENICIAN SEA-COAST NORTH OF ZIDON, THE MODERN BEYROUT. THE SEA OF BERYTUS IS THE MEDITERRANEAN ALONG THIS COAST.] (63-69.) {P. 153}
HE QUICKLY FLEW UNTO HIS FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] HOUSE. AND FOR HIM THREE TOWERS DID THE MIGHTY HEAVEN ESTABLISH, IN WHICH DWELL GOD'S NOBLE GUIDES, HOPE, PIETY, AND REVERENCE MUCH-[SEXLESS] DESIRED, 100 NOT HAVING IN GOLD OR IN SILVER JOY, BUT IN THE REVERENTIAL ACTS OF MEN BOTH SACRIFICES AND MOST RIGHTEOUS THOUGHTS. AND THOU SHALT SACRIFICE TO THE IMMORTAL AND MIGHTY GOD AUGUST, NOT MELTING GRAINS 105 OF FRANKINCENSE IN FIRE, NOR WITH THE SWORD SLAYING THE SHAGGY-HAIRED LAMB, BUT WITH ALL WHO BEAR THY BLOOD TAKE WILD FOWLS, OFFER PRAYER, AND FIXING EYES ON HEAVEN SEND THEM AWAY; AND THOU SHALT SPRINKLE WATER ON PURE FIRE 110 HAVING CRIED: "AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] DID BEGET THEE, THE WORD, FATHER [STEPHEN], I SENT FORTH A BIRD [SPARROW], SWIFT MESSENGER OF WORDS, WITH HOLY WATERS BESPRINKLING THY BAPTISM, O WORD, THROUGH WHICH THOU DIDST MAKE THYSELF MANIFEST IN FIRE." 115 THOU SHALT NOT SHUT THY DOOR, WHEN THERE SHALL COME A STRANGER UNTO THEE IN NEED TO CURB HIS HUNGER WHICH COMES FROM HIS POVERTY, BUT TAKING HOLD OF THAT MAN SPRINKLE HIM WITH WATER AND PRAY THRICE; AND TO THY GOD 120 DO THOU THUS CRY: "I DO NOT LONG FOR WEALTH; [97. THREE TOWERS--CORRESPONDING WITH THE THREE VIRTUES NAMED IN LINE 99. COMP. HERMAS'S VISION OF THE ONE TOWER WHICH WAS EXPLAINED TO HIM AS A REVELATION OF THE CHURCH. HERMAE PASTOR, BOOK 1, VISION III [G., 2, 899-909]. 103-130. THIS PASSAGE CONTAINS A SERIES OF PRECEPTS WHICH ARE STRICTLY NEITHER JEWISH NOR CHRISTIAN. SOME OF THE PRECEPTS SUGGEST CERTAIN DOCTRINES OF THE ESSENES (COMP. JOSEPHUS, ANT., XVIII, I, 5); OTHERS BEAR A MANIFEST CHRISTIAN CHARACTER, AND LINES 110-114 CONTAIN ALLUSIONS TO THE BAPTISM OF JESUS, AS LINES 91 AND 92 ABOVE.] (70-89.) {P. 154}
A SUPPLIANT I ONCE PUBLICLY RECEIVED A SUPPLIANT; FATHER [STEPHEN], THOU PROVIDER, HEAR." WHEN THOU HAST PRAYED THOU SHALT GIVE UNTO HIM; AND THE MAN WENT AWAY THEREAFTER…125 DO NOT AFFLICT ME, HOLY FEAR OF GOD AND RIGHTEOUS, AS TO BIRTH PURE, UNENSLAVED [FREE & NOT IN SEXUAL BONDAGE], ATTESTED…DO THOU, O FATHER [STEPHEN], MAKE MY WRETCHED HEART STAND STILL; TO THEE HAVE I LOOKED, UNTO THEE, 130 THE [SEXLESS] UNDEFILED, WHOM HANDS DID NOT PRODUCE. SARDINIA, WEIGHTY NOW, THOU SHALT BE CHANGED TO ASHES. THOU SHALT BE NO MORE AN ISLE, WHEN THE TENTH TIME SHALL COME. AMID THE WAVES SHALL SAILORS SEEK THEE WHEN THOU ART NO MORE, 135 AND OVER THEE SHALL KINGFISHERS WAIL SAD DIRGE. RUGGED MYGDONIA, BEACON OF THE SEA HARD TO GET OUT OF, AGES SHALT THOU BOAST AND UNTO AGES SHALT BE ALL DESTROYED WITH A HOT WIND, AND RAVE WITH MANY WOES. 140 O CELTIC LAND, ON MOUNTAIN RANGE SO GREAT, BEYOND IMPASSABLE ALP, THEE DEEP SAND SHALL ALTOGETHER BURY; THOU SHALT GIVE TRIBUTE NO MORE, NOR CORN, NOR PASTURAGE; AND THOU FROM PEOPLES EVER FAR AWAY 145 SHALT BE ALL-DESOLATE, AND BECOMING THICK WITH CHILL ICE THOU SHALT FOR AN OUTRAGE PAY, WHICH THOU DIDST NOT PERCEIVE, UNHOLY ONE. STOUT-HEARTED ROME, THOU TO OLYMPUS SHALT FLASH LIGHTNING AFTER MACEDONIAN SPEARS; [124-130. THESE LINES ARE TOO FRAGMENTARY TO YIELD SENSE. 136. RUGGED MYGDONIA--REGION OF MACEDONIA NORTH OF THE THERMAIC GULF AND CONNECTING WITH THE PENINSULA OF CHALCIDICE.] (89-108.) {P. 155}
150 BUT GOD SHALL MAKE THEE UTTERLY UNKNOWN, WHEN THOU WOULDST TO THE EYE SEEM TO REMAIN MUCH MORE-FIRM. THEN TO THEE SUCH THINGS I'LL CRY. PERISHING THOU SHALT THEN CRY OUT AND BOIL IN PAIN; A SECOND TIME TO THEE, O ROME, 15 AGAIN A SECOND TIME I AM TO SPEAK. AND NOW FOR THEE, O WRETCHED SYRIA, DO I WAIL BITTERLY IN PITYING GRIEF. O THEBANS ILL-ADVISED, AN EVIL SOUND IS OVER YOU WHILE FLUTES SPEAK OUT THEIR TONES; 160 FOR YOU SHALL TRUMPET SOUND AN EVIL SOUND AND YE SHALL SEE THE ENTIRE LAND DESTROYED ALAS, ALAS FOR THEE, THOU WRETCHED ONE; ALAS, ALAS THOU EVIL-MINDED SEA! THOU SHALT BE WHOLLY EATEN UP OF FIRE 165 AND PEOPLE WITH THY BRINE SHALT THOU DESTROY. FOR THERE SHALL BE SUCH RAGING FIRE ON EARTH AS FLOWS LIKE WATER, AND IT SHALL DESTROY THE WHOLE LAND. IT SHALL SET THE HILLS ON FIRE, SHALL BURN THE RIVERS, AND EXHAUST THE SPRINGS. 170 THE WORLD SHALL BE DISORDERED WHILST MANKIND, ARE PERISHING. AND THEN THE WRETCHED ONES, BURNED BADLY, SHALL LOOK UNTO HEAVEN INWROUGHT NOT WITH STARS, BUT WITH FIRE. NOT SPEEDILY SHALL THEY BE MADE TO PERISH, BUT DISSOLVED 175 FROM UNDER FLESH, AND BURNING IN THE SPIRIT FOR AGE-LONG YEARS, THEY SHALL KNOW THAT GOD'S [SEXLESS] LAW IS ALWAYS HARD TO PUT TO TEST AND NOT TO BE DECEIVED; AND THEN EARTH, SEIZED BY FORCE, DARING WHATEVER GOD SHE DID ADMIT 180 UNTO HER ALTARS, CHEATED, TURNED TO SMOKE THROUGH THE CHANGED AIR; AND THEY SHALL UNDERGO [170. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 16 [L., 6, 792].] (109-131.) {P. 156}
MUCH SUFFERING WHO FOR GAIN SHALL PROPHESY SHAMEFUL THINGS, NOURISHING THE EVIL TIME. AND THE HEBREWS WHO PUT ON THE SHAGGY SKINS 185 OF SHEEP SHALL PROVE FALSE, IN WHICH RACE OBTAINED NO PORTION BY INHERITANCE, BUT TALKING MERE WORDS OVER SORROWS THEY ARE MISERS, WHO SHALL CHANGE THEIR COURSE OF LIFE AND NOT MISLEAD THE JUST, WHO THROUGH THE HEART 190 ALL-FAITHFULLY PROPITIATE THEIR GOD. BUT IN THE THIRD LOT OF REVOLVING YEARS, EIGHTH THE FIRST, SHALL ANOTHER WORLD APPEAR. NIGHT SHALL BE ALL…LONG AND WITHOUT LIGHT. AND THEN SHALL PASS AROUND THE DREADFUL STENCH 195 OF BRIMSTONE, MESSENGER OF HOMICIDES, WHEN THEY SHALL BE BY NIGHT AND HUNGER SLAIN. THEN A PURE MIND SHALL GOD BEGET IN MEN, AND SHALL THE RACE ESTABLISH, AS IT WAS AFORETIME; LONGER SHALL NOT ANY ONE 200 DEEP, FURROW CUT WITH ROUND PLOW, NOR TWO OXEN STRAIGHT GUIDING, DIP THE IRON DOWN; NOR VINES SHALL BE NOR EARS OF CORN; BUT ALL SHALL EAT TOGETHER DEWY MANNA WITH WHITE TEETH. AND THEN AMONG THEM GOD SHALL ALSO BE, 205 AND HE SHALL TEACH THEM AS HE HAS TAUGHT ME, THE SAD ONE. FOR HOW MANY EVIL THINGS I DID WITH KNOWLEDGE ONCE, AND MANY THINGS HEEDLESS I ALSO WICKEDLY PERFORMED. COUNTLESS MY COUCHES, BUT NO MARRIAGE-BOND [192. EIGHTH THE FIRST--THAT IS, THE EIGHTH BEING THE FIRST OF "THE THIRD LOT." THE SIBYL RECKONS ALL THE YEARS AS DIVIDED INTO TEN PERIODS OR TIMES (LINE 133 ABOVE); OF THESE TEN TIMES THE EIGHTH IS SUPPOSED TO BE THE FIRST OF THE THIRD PORTION; NAMELY, THE EIGHTH, NINTH, AND TENTH, DURING WHICH SHALL TAKE PLACE WHAT IS WRITTEN IN LINES 193-205, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING.] (132-153.) {P. 157} 
210 WAS CARED FOR; AND I, ALL-UNFAITHFUL, BROUGHT TO ALL A SAVAGE OATH. I TURNED AWAY THOSE IN NEED AND AMONG THE FOREMOST WENT INTO LIKE GLEN AND MINDED NOT GOD'S [SEXLESS] WORD. THEREFORE, DID FIRE CONSUME ME AND SHALL GNAW; 215 FOR I SHALL NOT LIVE ALWAYS, BUT A TIME OF EVIL SHALL DESTROY ME, WHEN FOR ME, MEN SHALL BESIDE THE MARGIN OF THE SEA CONSTRUCT A TOMB, AND SHALL SLAY ME WITH STONES; FOR LYING WITH MY FATHER, A DEAR SON 220 DID I PRESENT HIM. SMITE ME, SMITE ME ALL; FOR THUS SHALL I LIVE AND FIX EYES ON HEAVEN. [216. DESTROY ME--HAD ARNOBIUS THIS PASSAGE IN MIND WHEN HE WROTE: "IF THE SIBYL, WHEN SHE WAS UTTERING HER PROPHECIES AND ORACULAR RESPONSES, AND WAS FILLED WITH APOLLO'S POWER, BAD BEEN CUT DOWN AND SLAIN BY IMPIOUS ROBBERS, WOULD APOLLO HAVE BEEN SLAIN IN HER?" ADV. GENTES, BOOK I, 62 [L., 5, 802]. COMP. THE CONCLUSION OF BOOK II.] (154-162.) {P. 158} {P. 159}
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BOOK VIII.
GOD'S DECLARATIONS OF GREAT WRATH TO COME IN THE LAST AGE UPON THE FAITHLESS WORLD I MAKE KNOWN, PROPHESYING TO ALL MEN ACCORDING TO THEIR CITIES. FROM THE TIME 5 WHEN THE GREAT TOWER FELL AND THE TONGUES OF MEN WERE PARTED INTO MANY LANGUAGES OF MORTALS, FIRST WAS EGYPT'S ROYAL POWER ESTABLISHED, THAT OF PERSIANS AND OF MEDES AND ALSO, OF THE ETHIOPIANS 10 AND OF ASSYRIA AND BABYLON, THEN THE GREAT [SEXUAL] PRIDE OF BOASTING MACEDON, THEN, FIFTH, THE FAMOUS LAWLESS [SEXUAL] KINGDOM [MAFIA] LAST OF THE ITALIANS [ACTS 29:1-2] SHALL SHOW MANY EVILS UNTO ALL MORTALS AND SHALL SPEND THE TOILS 15 OF MEN OF EVERY LAND. AND IT SHALL LEAD THE UNTAMED KINGS OF NATIONS TO THE WEST, MAKE [SEXLESS] LAWS FOR PEOPLES AND SUBJECT ALL THINGS. LATE DO THE MILLS OF GOD GRIND THE FINE FLOUR. FIRE THEN SHALL DESTROY ALL THINGS AND GIVE BACK 20 TO FINE DUST THE HEADS OF THE HIGH-LEAFED HILLS [1. THIS EIGHTH BOOK IS REMARKABLY FRAGMENTARY, AND TOUCHES ON A WIDE RANGE OF TOPICS. IT IS OBVIOUSLY OF CHRISTIAN AUTHORSHIP, AND CONTAINS (LINES 284-330) THE FAMOUS SIBYLLINE ACROSTIC OF THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 1-4. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DE IRA DEI, XXIII [L., 7, 143]. 5. TOWER-COMP. BOOK III, 119. 7-13. COMP. BOOK III, 190-195. 18. A PROVERB FOUND ALSO IN PLUTARCH, DE SERA NUM. VIND., AND SEXTUS EMPIRICUS, CONTRA MATHEM., I, 13.] (1-16.) {P. 162}
AND OF ALL FLESH. FIRST CAUSE OF ILLS TO ALL ARE COVETOUSNESS AND A LACK OF SENSE. FOR THERE SHALL BE [SEXUAL] LOVE OF DECEITFUL GOLD AND SILVER; FOR THAN THESE DID MORTALS CHOOSE 15 NAUGHT GREATER, NEITHER LIGHT OF SUN NOR HEAVEN, NOR SEA, NOR BROAD-BACKED EARTH WHENCE ALL THINGS GROW, NOR GOD WHO GIVETH ALL THINGS, OF ALL THINGS THE FATHER [STEPHEN], NOR YET FAITH AND PIETY CHOSE THEY BEFORE THEM. OF IMPIETY 30 A FOUNT, AND OF DISORDER FORWARD GUIDE, AN INSTRUMENT OF WARS AND FOE OF PEACE IS LACK OF SENSE, THAT SETS AT ENMITY PARENTS AND CHILDREN. AND ALONG WITH GOLD SHALL MARRIAGE NOT BE HONORABLE AT ALL. 35 AND THE LAND SHALL HAVE ITS BORDERS AND EACH SEA ITS WATCHERS CRAFTILY DISTRIBUTED TO ALL THOSE THAT HAVE GOLD; FOR AGES THUS SHALL THOSE WHO PURPOSE TO POSSESS THE LAND THAT FEEDETH MANY PLUNDER LABORING MEN, 40 IN ORDER THAT, PROCURING LARGER SPACE, THEY MAY ENSLAVE THEM BY A FALSE PRETENSE. AND IF THE HUGE EARTH FROM THE STARRY HEAVEN HELD NOT HER THRONE FAR OFF THERE HAD NOT BEEN FOR MEN AN EQUAL LIGHT, BUT, BOUGHT WITH GOLD, 45 IT HAD BELONGED TO RICH MEN AND GOD MUST FOR POOR MEN HAVE PREPARED ANOTHER WORLD. THERE SHALL COME TO THEE SOMETIME FROM ABOVE A HEAVENLY STROKE DESERVED, O HAUGHTY ROME. AND THOU SHALT BE THE FIRST TO BEND THY NECK 50 AND BE RASED TO THE GROUND, AND THEE SHALL FIRE DESTRUCTIVE UTTERLY CONSUME, CAST DOWN UPON THY PAVEMENTS, AND THY WEALTH SHALL PERISH, [21, 22. COMP. 1 TIM. VI, 10.] (17-40.) {P. 163}
AND WOLVES AND FOXES, DWELL IN THY FOUNDATIONS. AND THEN SHALT THOU BE WHOLLY DESOLATE, 55 AS IF NOT BORN. WHERE THY PALLADIUM THEN? WHAT GOD SHALL SAVE THEE, WHETHER WROUGHT OF GOLD OR STONE OR BRASS? OR THEN WHERE THY DECREES OF SENATE? WHERE SHALL BE THE RACE OF RHEA, OF CRONUS, OR OF ZEUS, AND OF ALL THOSE 60 WHOM THOU DIDST WORSHIP, DEMONS WITHOUT LIFE, [SEXUAL] IMAGES OF THE WORN-OUT DEAD, WHOSE TOMBS CRETE THE ILL-STARRED SHALL HOLD A CAUSE OF [SEXUAL] PRIDE, AND HONOR THE UNCONSCIOUS DEAD WITH THRONES? BUT WHEN THOU SHALT HAVE HAD VOLUPTUOUS KINGS 65 THRICE FIVE, ENSLAVING THE WORLD FROM THE EAST UNTO THE WEST, THERE SHALL BE THEN A LORD GRAY-HEADED, HAVING NAME OF THE NEAR SEA, THE WORLD INSPECTING WITH A NIMBLE FOOT, BRINGING GIFTS, HAVING LARGE AMOUNT OF GOLD 70 AND PLUNDERING HATEFUL SILVER EVEN MORE, AND STRIPPING IT OFF HE SHALL PICK IT UP. AND HE SHALL HAVE PART IN ALL MYSTERIES OF MAGIAN SHRINES, DISPLAY HIS CHILD AS GOD, ABOLISH ALL THINGS SACRED, AND DISCLOSE 75 THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES OF DECEIT TO ALL. SAD THEN THE TIME WHEN HE HIMSELF, SAD ONE, SHALL PERISH. AND YET SHALL THE PEOPLE SAY: "THY MIGHTY STRENGTH, O CITY, SHALL FALL DOWN," AT ONCE PERCEIVING THAT THE EVIL DAY [60-62. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., BOOK 1, XL [L., 6, 179]. 65. THRICE FIVE--EMPERORS FROM JULIUS TO HADRIAN; A ROUND NUMBER, BUT INEXACT. COMP. THE FIRST PART OF BOOK V. 67. GRAY-HEADED--HADRIAN. COMP. BOOK V, 66. 73. CHILD AS GOD--REFERENCE TO THE BEAUTIFUL YOUTH ANTINOUS, WHOM HADRIAN SOUGHT TO DEIFY.] {P. 164}
80 IS COMING ON. AND, THY MOST PITEOUS FATE FORESEEING, FATHERS AND YOUNG CHILDREN THEN SHALL MOURN TOGETHER; THEY ALAS, ALAS! SHALL WAIL BESIDE THE TIBER'S LAMENTABLE BANKS. AFTER HIM AT THE LATEST DAY OF ALL 85 SHALL THREE, RULE FILLING OUT A NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THE HEAVENLY, OF WHOM IS THE POWER BOTH NOW AND TO ALL AGES. ONE OF THEM BEING OLD THE SCEPTER LONG SHALL WIELD, MOST PITEOUS KING, WHO IN HIS HOUSES SHALL SHUT UP AND GUARD 90 ALL THE GOODS OF THE WORLD, IN ORDER THAT, WHEN FROM THE UTMOST LIMITS OF THE EARTH THAT MAN, THE MATRICIDAL FUGITIVE, SHALL COME AGAIN, HE MAY BESTOW THESE THINGS ON ALL AND FURNISH ASIA WITH GREAT WEALTH. 95 AND THEN SHALT THOU MOURN AND SHALT PUT ASIDE THE [SEXUAL] LUSTER OF THE BROAD-STRIPED PURPLE ROBE OF THY COMMANDERS AND WEAR MOURNING DRESS, O HAUGHTY QUEEN, OFF SPRING OF LATIN ROME; THE GLORY OF THAT [SEXUAL] ARROGANCE OF THINE 100 SHALL BE FOR THEE NO LONGER, NOR SHALT THOU, ILL-FATED, EVER BE RAISED UP AGAIN, BUT SHALT LIE PROSTRATE. FOR THE GLORY ALSO OF EAGLE-BEARING LEGIONS SHALL FALL LOW. WHERE THEN THY POWER? WHAT ALLIED LAND SHALL BE 105 SUBJECTED BY THY FOLLIES [SEXUAL] LAWLESSLY? FOR THEN IN ALL EARTH SHALL [SEXUAL] CONFUSION BE OF MORTALS, WHEN THE ALMIGHTY SHALL HIMSELF [86. THREE--THE ANTONINES. SEE BOOK V, 72. NAME--ALLUSION PROBABLY TO THE HEBREW NAME ADONAI, THE SUPREME PERSONAL NAME---THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, WHICH IT WAS THOUGHT TO RESEMBLE. 87. ONE OF THEM…OLD--ANTONINUS PIUS. 92. MATRICIDAL FUGITIVE--NERO. COMP. BOOK V, 490. 106-109. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. IND., VII, 24 [L., 6, 808].] (61-82.) {P. 165}
TO THE TRIBUNAL COME TO JUDGE THE SOULS OF THE LIVING AND THE DEAD AND ALL THE WORLD. 110 AND PARENTS SHALL NOT BE TO CHILDREN DEAR NOR CHILDREN TO THEIR PARENTS, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR IMPIETY AND THEIR DISTRESS UNLOOKED-FOR. THINE THENCEFORTH SHALL GNASHING BE AND SCATTERING AND CONQUEST, AND WHEN THE FALL 115 OF CITIES COMES AND YAWNING’S OF THE EARTH. WHEN A DRAGON CHARGED WITH FIRE IN BOTH HIS EYES AND WITH FULL BELLY SHALL COME ON THE WAVES AND SHALL AFFLICT THY CHILDREN, AND THERE BE FAMINE AND WAR OF KINSMEN, NEAR AT HAND 120 IS THE END OF THE WORLD AND THE LAST DAY AND JUDGMENT OF THE IMMORTAL GOD FOR THEM THAT ARE APPROVED AND CHOSEN. AND THERE SHALL AGAINST THE ROMANS FIRST OF ALL BE WRATH IMPLACABLE, AND THERE, COME A TIME 125 OF DRINKING BLOOD AND WRETCHED COURSE OF LIFE. ALAS, ALAS FOR THEE, THOU RECKLESS LAND, GREAT BARBAROUS NATION; THOU DIDST NOT PERCEIVE WHENCE NAKED AND UNWORTHY THOU DIDST COME TO THE SUN'S LIGHT, THAT TO THAT PLACE AGAIN 130 NAKED THOU MIGHTEST WITHDRAW AND AFTERWARDS COME UNTO JUDGMENT, AS UNJUSTLY JUDGING…WITH HANDS GIGANTIC COMING FROM ON HIGH ALONE THROUGH ALL THE WORLD THOU, SHALT ABIDE UNDER THE EARTH. BY NAPHTHA AND ASPHALT 135 AND BRIMSTONE AND MUCH FIRE THOU UTTERLY SHALT DISAPPEAR AND SHALT BE BURNING DUST FOR AGES; AND EACH ONE WHO SEES SHALL HEAR FROM HADES A GREAT MOURNFUL BELLOWING [116. PERHAPS AN ALLUSION TO THE IMAGERY OF REV. XII, 17; XIII, 1, AS ASSOCIATED IN THE THOUGHT OF THE WRITER WITH THE END OF THE WORLD.] (82-105.) {P. 166}
AND GNASHING OF TEETH, AND THEE NOISILY 140 BEATING WITH THINE OWN HANDS THY GODLESS BREAST [ATHEISTIC]. FOR ALL TOGETHER THERE IS EQUAL NIGHT; FOR RICH AND POOR; AND NAKED FROM THE EARTH NAKED AGAIN TO EARTH THEY HASTE AWAY AND CEASE FROM LIFE WHEN THEY COMPLETE THEIR TIME. 145 NO SLAVE IS THERE, NOR ANY LORD, NOR TYRANT, NOR KING, NOR LEADER HAVING MUCH CONCEIT, NOR SPEAKER LEARNED IN [SEXLESS] LAW, NOR MAGISTRATE JUDGING FOR MONEY; NOR DO THEY POUR OUT THE BLOOD OF SACRIFICES IN LIBATIONS 150 UPON THE ALTARS; THERE SOUNDS NOT A DRUM NOR CYMBAL…NOR PERFORATED FLUTE THAT HAS A POWER TO MADDEN MIND ITSELF, NOR SOUND OF PIPE THAT BEAN THE LIKENESS OF A CROOKED SNAKE, 155 NOR TRUMPET, HARSH-TONED MESSENGER OF WARS; NOR THOSE MADE DRUNKEN IN THE LAWLESS [SEXUAL] FEASTS OF REVELRY, NOR IN THE CHORAL DANCE; NOR SOUND OF HARP, NOR HARMFUL INSTRUMENT; NOR STRIFE, NOR ANGER MANIFOLD, NOR SWORD 160 IS WITH THE DEAD; BUT AN ETERNITY COMMON TO ALL IS KEEPER OF THE KEY OF THE GREAT PRISON BEFORE GOD'S JUDGMENT-SEAT WITH [SEXUAL] IMAGES OF GOLD AND SILVER AND STONE YE ARE READY, THAT UNTO THE BITTER DAY 165 YE MAY COME TO SEE YOUR FIRST PUNISHMENT, O ROME, AND GNASHING OF TEETH. AND NO MORE SHALL SYRIAN OR GREEK LAY DOWN HIS NECK BENEATH THY SERVILE YOKE, NOR FOREIGNER, [142. COMP. JOB. I, 21. 163-165. COMP. BOOK III, 68-72.] (105-127.) {P. 167}
NOR OTHER NATION. PLUNDERED THOU SHALT BE 170 AND MADE TO SUFFER WHAT THOU DIDST EXACT, AND IN FEAR WAILING THOU SHALT GIVE, UNTIL THOU PAY BACK ALL THINGS; AND THOU FOR THE WORLD SHALT BE A TRIUMPH AND REPROACH OF ALL. THEN SHALL THE SIXTH RACE OF THE LATIN KINGS 175 END LIFE AT LAST AND SCEPTERS LEAVE BEHIND FROM THE SAME RACE ANOTHER KING SHALL REIGN, WHO SHALL RULE EVERY LAND AND SCEPTERS WIELD; AND HAVING FULL POWER, AND BY THE [SEXLESS] DECREES OF GOD MOST MIGHTY, SHALL HIS CHILDREN RULE, 180 AND OF UNSHAKEN CHILDREN IS HIS RACE; FOR THUS IT IS DECREED WHILE TIME MOVES ROUND, WHEN THERE SHALL BE OF EGYPT THRICE FIVE KINGS. THEREAFTER WHEN THE LIMIT OF THE TIME OF THE PHENIX SHALL COME [A] ROUND, THERE SHALL A RACE 185 OF PEOPLES COME TO PLUNDER, TRIBES CONFUSED, ENEMY OF THE HEBREWS. THEN SHALL ARES GO PLUNDERING ARES; AND HE SHALL HIMSELF DESTROY THE HAUGHTY THREATENING OF THE ROMANS. FOR ROME'S POWER PERISHED THEN WHILE IN ITS BLOOM; 190 AN ANCIENT QUEEN WITH CITIES DWELLING ROUND, NO LONGER SHALL THE LAND OF FERTILE ROME PREVAIL, WHEN OUT OF ASIA ONE SHALL COME [174. SIXTH RACE--REFERRING TO THE ANTONINES, AND RECKONING THE PRECEDING GENERATIONS AS (1) THE CAESARS; (2) THE FLAVII; (3) NERVA; (4) TRAJAN; AND (5) HADRIAN. 176. ANOTHER KING--REFERRING PERHAPS TO SEPTEMIUS SEVERUS. 182. THRICE FIVE--THE SAME AS THOSE REFERRED TO IN LINE 65. 184. PHENIX [PHOENIX]--FABULOUS EGYPTIAN BIRD, SAID TO APPEAR ONCE IN, FIVE HUNDRED YEARS. SEE HEROD., II, 73; PLINY, NAT. HIST., X, 2; CLEM. ROM., 1 COR., XXV [G., 1, 261-276], ACCORDING TO TACITUS (ANNAL., VI, 28), THE FOURTH APPEARANCE, OF THE PHENIX OCCURRED IN THE REIGN OF TIBERIUS.] (127-146.) {P. 168}
TO RULE WITH ARES. AND WHEN HE HAS WROUGHT ALL THESE THINGS, TO THE CITY AFTERWARDS 195 SHALL HE COME. AND THREE TIMES THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHT AND FORTY SHALT THOU MAKE COMPLETE, WHEN, TAKING THEE BY FORCE, AN ILL-STARRED FATE SHALL COME UPON THEE AND COMPLETE THY NAME. AH ME, I THE THRICE WRETCHED, SHALL I SEE 200 SOMETIME THAT DAY TO THEE DESTRUCTIVE, ROME, BUT TO ALL LATINS MOST? IT HONORS HIM WITH COUNSELS WHO GOES, UP ON TROJAN CAR WITH HIDDEN CHILDREN FROM THE ASIAN LAND, HAVING A FIERY SOUL. BUT WHEN HE SHALL 205 CUT THROUGH THE ISTHMUS LOOKING WISTFULLY, MOVING AGAINST ALL, PASSING OVER THE SEA, THEN SHALL DARK BLOOD PURSUE THE MIGHTY BEAST. AND A DOG CHASED THE LION WHICH DESTROYS THE SHEPHERDS. AND THEN SHALL THEY TAKE AWAY 210 HIS SCEPTER AND TO HADES HE SHALL PASS. AND UNTO RHODES SHALL COME AN EVIL LAST, BUT GREATEST, THERE SHALL ALSO BE FOR THEBES AN EVIL CONQUEST AFTERWARDS, AND EGYPT [193. TO RULE WITH ARES--THE MATRICIDAL FUGITIVE OF LINE 92, RETURNING AS ANTICHRIST. THIS WHOLE PASSAGE IS APOCALYPTIC, AND NO EXACT CONFORMITY TO HISTORY NEED BE SOUGHT. 195. THE NUMBER 948 IS THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THE GREEK LETTERS IN THE NAME ROME ({GREEK R} =100, {GREEK W} =800, {GREEK M} =40, {GREEK H} =8, = {GREEK RW'MH}). NINE HUNDRED AND FORTY-EIGHT YEARS AFTER THE FOUNDING OF ROME EXTENDS TO ABOUT 196 OF OUR ERA, AND THE REIGN OF SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS. 199. WRETCHED--COMP. BOOK V, 74, AND THE CLOSE OF BOOK VII. 203. FROM THE ASIAN LAND--ANOTHER ALLUSION TO NERO. HIS ASCENDING THE TROJAN CAR IS METAPHORICAL OF HIS SUPPOSED COMING WITH WAR CHARIOTS FROM THE EAST, AND ALL THE FORCE AND FURY OF ARES. 208-209. COMP. BOOK XIV, 21, 22. 211, 222. FRAGMENTS OF SENTIMENTS FOUND IN OTHER BOOKS. COMP. III, 453-455.] (146-161.) {P. 169}
SHALL PERISH BY THE WICKEDNESS OF RULERS, 215 AND HE WHO, BEING MORTAL, EVEN SO ESCAPED HEADLONG DESTRUCTION AFTERWARDS, THRICE BLESSED WAS, EVEN FOUR TIMES HAPPY MAN. AND ROME SHALL BE A ROOM, AND DELOS DULL, AND SAMOS SAND…220 LATER AGAIN THEREAFTER THERE SHALL COME AN EVIL TO THE PERSIANS FOR THEIR [SEXUAL] PRIDE, AND ALL THEIR [SEXUAL] INSOLENCE SHALL COME TO NAUGHT. AND THEN A HOLY LORD OF ALL THE EARTH HAVING RAISED UP THE DEAD SHALL WIELD THE SCEPTER 225 UNTO ALL AGES. THRICE THEN UNTO ROME WILL THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] BRING PITIABLE FATE AND UNTO ALL MEN, AND BY THEIR OWN WORKS THEY'LL PERISH; BUT THEY WOULD NOT BE PERSUADED, WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN MUCH MORE, TO BE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED. 230 BUT WHEN FORTHWITH THERE SHALL INCREASE FOR ILL AN EVIL DAY OF FAMINE AND OF PLAGUE AND OF INTOLERABLE BATTLE-DIN, EVEN THEN AGAIN, THE FORMER DARING LORD SHALL, HAVING CALLED THE SENATE, COUNSEL TAKE 235 HOW HE SHALL UTTERLY DESTROY...DRY LAND SHALL BLOOM TOGETHER WITH THE LEAVES APPEARING; AND THE, HEAVENLY FIRMAMENT SHALL BRING TO LIGHT UPON THE SOLID ROCK RAINSTORM AND FLAME, AND MUCH WIND ON THE LAND, 240 AND OVER ALL THE EARTH A MULTITUDE OF POISONOUS SOWINGS. BUT WITH SHAMELESS SOUL SHALL THEY AGAIN ACT, FEARING NOT THE [SEXLESS] WRATH OF GOD OR MEN, FORSAKING [SEXLESS] MODESTY, [223. A HOLY LORD--THE MESSIAH. COMP. BOOK III, 58. 243-247. COMP. BOOK I, 217-221.] (162-184.) {P. 170}
LONGING FOR AND GREEDY TYRANTS 245 AND VIOLENT [SEXUAL] SINNERS, FALSE, INSATIATE, WORKERS OF EVIL AND IN NOTHING TRUE, DESTROYERS OF FAITH, ON FOUL SPEECH IN FALSE WORDS; THEY SHALL HAVE NO FILL OF WEALTH; BUT SHAMELESSLY WILL THEY STRIP OFF STILL MORE; 250 UNDER THE RULE OF TYRANTS THEY SHALL PERISH. THE STARS SHALL ALL FALL FORWARDS IN THE SEA, ALL ONE BY ONE, YET SHALL MEN SEE IN HEAVEN A BRILLIANT CORNET, SIGN OF MUCH DISTRESS ABOUT TO COME, OF WAR AND BATTLE-STRIFE. 255 LET ME NOT LIVE WHEN THE GAY WOMAN REIGNS, BUT THEN WHEN HEAVENLY GRACE SHALL REIGN WITHIN, AND WHEN THE HOLY CHILD SHALL CRUSH WITH BONDS THE MISCHIEVOUS DESTROYER OF ALL MEN, OPENING THE DEPTH TO VIEW, AND SUDDENLY 260 THE WOODEN HOUSE SHALL COVER MORTALS, [A] ROUND. BUT WHEN THE GENERATION TENTH SHALL BE WITHIN THE HOUSE OF HADES, AFTERWARDS THE MIGHTY SWAY OF ONE OF FEMALE SEX; AND GOD HIMSELF SHALL INCREASE MANY EVILS 265 WHEN SHE WITH ROYAL HONOR HAS BEEN CROWNED; AND ALTOGETHER THEN AN IMPIOUS AGE. THE SUN OBSCURELY LOOKING SHINES BY NIGHT; THE STARS SHALL LEAVE THE SKY; AND WITH MUCH STORM A HURRICANE SHALL DESOLATE THE EARTH; [251. COMP. BOOK II, 251, AND LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 16 [L., 6, 191, 792]. 257. APPARENT ALLUSION TO REV. XX, 1-3. 260. WOODEN HOUSE--A COFFIN. 261. GENERATION TENTH--SUPPOSED BY THE SYBIL TO BE THE LAST. COMP. BOOK VII, 133. 263. FEMALE--THE WOMAN SYMBOLICALLY PORTRAYED IN REV. XVII, 1-6. COMP. BOOK III, 92, NOTE.] (184-205.) {P. 171}
240 AND THERE SHALL BE A RISING OF THE DEAD; THE RUNNING OF THE LAME SHALL BE MOST SWIFT, THE DEAF SHALL BEAR, THE BLIND SHALL SEE, AND THOSE THAT TALK NOT SHALL TALK, AND TO ALL SHALL LIFE AND WEALTH BE COMMON. AND THE LAND 275 ALIKE FOR ALL, DIVIDED NOT BY WALLS OR FENCES, SHALL BEAR MORE ABUNDANT FRUITS. AND FOUNTAINS OF SWEET WINE AND OF WHITE MILK AND HONEY IT SHALL GIVE...AND JUDGMENT OF THE IMMORTAL GOD (GREAT KING). 280 BUT WHEN GOD SHALL CHANGE TIMES...WINTER PRODUCING SUMMER, THEN SHALL BE ORACLES (ALL FULFILLED) ...BUT WHEN THE WORLD HAS PERISHED...JESUS CHRISTI SON OF GOD, SAVIOR, CROSS. AND THE EARTH SHALL PERSPIRE, WHEN THERE SHALL BE 285 THE SIGN OF JUDGMENT. AND FROM HEAVEN SHALL COME THE KING WHO FOR THE AGES IS TO BE, PRESENT TO JUDGE ALL FLESH AND THE WHOLE WORLD. [270-274. COMP. BOOK I, 427-432. 276-218. COMP. BOOK III, 781-783, AND LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 24 [L., 6, 811]. WHAT FOLLOWS BETWEEN THESE LINES AND THE ACROSTIC IS FRAGMENTARY. THE REMAINING WORDS, TRANSLATED IN OUR TEXT, SHOW THAT THE GENERAL SUBJECT WAS THAT OF JUDGMENT OF GOD AND THE END OF THE WORLD. 281. WINTER...SUMMER--CITED IN LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 16 [L., 61 792]. 282 APPEARS IN FULL, BOOK XIV, 381. 284-330. THIS PASSAGE IS CELEBRATED AS BEING AN ACROSTIC OF THIRTY-FOUR LINES IN THE GREEK TEXT, THE FIRST LETTERS OF WHICH LINES FORM THE TITLE GIVEN ABOVE, NAMELY, JESUS CHRIST, SON OF GOD, SAVIOR, CROSS. IT IS QUOTED IN FULL BY EUSEBIUS IN HIS REPORT OF CONSTANTINE'S ORATION TO THE ASSEMBLY OF THE SAINTS, XVIII [G., 20, 1288, 1289], AND, EXCEPTING THE SEVEN LINES REPRESENTING THE WORD CROSS, BY AUGUSTINE, DE CIVITATE DEI, XVIII, 123 [L., 41, 5791. WE GIVE IN OUR TEXT A FAITHFUL TRANSLATION OF THE GREEK WITHOUT ANY {FOOTNOTE P. 172} ATTEMPT TO TRANSFER IT INTO A CORRESPONDING ENGLISH ACROSTIC, BUT IN THE APPENDIX OF THIS VOLUME (PP. 274-277) THE READER MAY FIND SEVERAL ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS WHICH AIM TO REPRODUCE THE ACROSTIC FORM OF THE ORIGINAL. TO THE PICTURE OF THE DAY OF JUDGMENT AS GIVEN IN THIS ACROSTIC THERE IS OBVIOUS ALLUSION AT THE BEGINNING OF THE FAMOUS MEDIEVAL HYMN:
DIES IRAE, DIES ILLA,
SOLVET SAECLUM IN FAVILLA,
TESTE DAVID CUM SIBYLLA.
(205-219.) {P. 172}
FAITHFUL AND FAITHLESS MORTALS SHALL SEE GOD THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WITH THE SAINTS AT THE END OF TIME. 290 AND OF MEN BEARING FLESH HE JUDGES SOULS UPON HIS THRONE, WHEN SOMETIME THE WHOLE WORLD SHALL BE A DESERT AND A PLACE OF THORNS. AND MORTALS SHALL THEIR IDOLS CAST AWAY AND ALL WEALTH. AND THE SEARCHING FIRE SHALL BURN 1295 EARTH, HEAVEN, AND SEA; AND IT SHALL BURN THE GATES, OF HADES' PRISON. THEN SHALL COME ALL FLESH OF THE DEAD TO THE FREE LIGHT OF THE SAINTS; BUT THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESS SHALL THAT FIRE WHIRL ROUND AND ROUND. FOR AGES. HOWSOEVER MUCH ONE DID 300 IN SECRET, THEN SHALL HE ALL THINGS DECLARE; FOR GOD SHALL OPEN DARK BREASTS TO THE LIGHT. AND LAMENTATION SHALL THERE BE FROM ALL AND GNASHING OF TEETH. BRIGHTNESS OF THE, SUN SHALL BE ECLIPSED AND DANCES OF THE STARS. 305 HE SHALL ROLL UP THE HEAVEN; AND OF THE MOON THE LIGHT SHALL PERISH. AND HE SHALL EXALT THE VALLEYS AND DESTROY THE HEIGHTS OF HILLS, AND HEIGHT NO LONGER SHALL APPEAR REMAINING AMONG MEN. AND THE HILLS SHALL WITH THE PLAINS 310 BE LEVEL AND NO MORE ON ANY SEA SHALL THERE BE SAILING. FOR THE EARTH SHALL THEN WITH HEAT, BE SHRIVELED AND THE DASHING STREAMS [293, 294. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 19 [L., 6, 798].] (220-238.) {P. 173}
SHALL WITH THE FOUNTAINS FALL. THE TRUMP SHALL SEND FROM HEAVEN A VERY LAMENTABLE SOUND, 315 HOWLING THE LOATHSOMENESS OF WRETCHED MEN AND THE WORLD'S WOES. AND THEN THE YAWNING EARTH SHALL SHOW TARTAREAN CHAOS. AND ALL KINGS SHALL COME UNTO THE JUDGEMENT SEAT OF GOD. AND THERE SHALL OUT OF HEAVEN A STREAM OF FIRE 320 AND BRIMSTONE FLOW. BUT FOR ALL MORTALS THEN SHALL THERE A SIGN BE, A DISTINGUISHED SEAL, THE WOOD AMONG BELIEVERS, AND THE HORN FONDLY [SEXLESS] DESIRED, THE LIFE OF PIOUS MEN, BUT IT SHALL BE STUMBLING BLOCK OF THE WORLD, 325 GIVING ILLUMINATION TO THE ELECT BY WATER IN TWELVE SPRINGS; AND THERE SHALL RULE A SHEPHERDING, IRON ROD. THIS ONE WHO NOW IS IN ACROSTICS WHICH GIVE SIGNS OF GOD THUS, WRITTEN OPENLY, THE SAVIOR IS, 330 IMMORTAL KING, WHO SUFFERED FOR OUR SAKE; HIM MOSES TYPIFIED WHEN HE STRETCHED OUT HOLY ARMS, CONQUERING AMALEK BY FAITH, THAT THE PEOPLE MIGHT KNOW HIM TO BE ELECT AND HONORABLE BEFORE HIS FATHER GOD [STEPHEN], 335 THE ROD OF DAVID AND THE VERY STONE WHICH HE INDEED AID PROMISE, AND IN WHICH HE THAT BELIEVES SHALL HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. FOR NOT IN GLORY, BUT AS MORTAL MAN SHALL HE COME TO CREATION, PITIABLE, [313, 314. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 16 [L., 6, 792]. 316-318. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 20 [L., 6, 798]. 322. THE WOOD--THE CROSS. COMP. BOOK VI, 33-36. 326. ILLUMINATION--THE GRACE OF BAPTISM. COMP. LINE 360 BELOW, AND NOTE ON BOOK I, 411. 339-341. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., IV, 16 [L., 6, 498].] (239-266.) {P. 174}
340 UNHONORED [DISHONORED], WITHOUT SEEMLY FORM, TO GIVE HOPE TO THE PITIABLE; AND HE WILL GIVE FAIR FORM TO MORTAL FLESH, AND HEAVENLY FAITH TO THOSE WITHOUT FAITH, AND HE'LL GIVE FAIR FORM TO THE MAN WHO WAS FASHIONED FROM THE FIRST 345 BY THE HOLY HANDS OF GOD, AND WHOM BY GUILE THE SERPENT LED ASTRAY UNTO THE FATE OF DEATH TO GO AND KNOWLEDGE TO RECEIVE OF GOOD AND EVIL, SO THAT LEAVING GOD HE SERVES THE WAYS OF MORTALS. FOR AT FIRST 350 RECEIVING HIM AS FELLOW-COUNSELLOR FROM THE BEGINNING THE ALMIGHTY SAID: 
"LET BOTH OF US, O SON, MAKE MORTAL TRIBES—
STAMPING THEM WITH THE IMPRESS OF OUR [SEXLESS] IMAGE
I NOW BY MY HANDS, AND THOU BY THE WORD
355 IN AFTER TIME SHALT FOR OUR FORM PROVIDE
THAT WE MAY JOINTLY CAUSE IT TO ARISE."
KEEPING IN MIND THIS PURPOSE HE SHALL COME TO THE CREATION, TO A HOLY VIRGIN BRINGING THE LIKENESS ANTITYPICAL, 360 BAPTIZING WITH WATER BY THE ELDERS' HANDS, AND BY THE WORD ACCOMPLISHING ALL THINGS, AND HEALING EVERY SICKNESS. BY HIS WORD HE WINDS SHALL HE MAKE CEASE, AND WITH HIS FOOT SHALL CALM THE RAGING SEA, WALKING THEREON 365 IN PEACEFUL FAITH. AND FROM FIVE LOAVES OF BREAD AND A FISH OF THE SEA, LIVE THOUSAND MEN SHALL HE FILL IN THE DESERT, AND THEN TAKING ALL THE REMAINING FRAGMENTS FOR THE HOPE OF PEOPLES SHALL HE FILL TWELVE BASKETS FULL. 370 AND THE SOULS OF THE BLESSED HE SHALL CALL, [363-369. COMP. BOOK I, 432-431.] (257-279.) {P. 175}
AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE PITIABLE, WHO, BEING MOCKED, BEATEN, AND WHIPPED, SHALL EVIL DO FOR GOOD DESIRING POVERTY. HE WHO PERCEIVES ALL THINGS AND SEES ALL THINGS AND, HEARS ALL THINGS 375 SHALL SEARCH THE HEART AND BARE IT TO CONVICTION; FOR OF ALL THINGS IS HE HIMSELF THE EAR AND MIND AND SIGHT, AND WORD THAT MAKETH FORMS TO WHOM ALL THINGS SUBMIT, AND HE PRESERVES THEM THAT ARE DEAD AND EVERY SICKNESS HEALS. 380 INTO THE HANDS OF LAWLESS [SEXUAL] MEN, AT LAST, AND FAITHLESS HE SHALL COME, AND THEY WILL GIVE TO GOD RUDE BUFFETINGS WITH IMPURE HANDS AND POISONOUS SPITTLE WITH [SEXUAL] POLLUTED MOUTHS. AND HE TO WHIPS WILL OPENLY GIVE THEN 385 HIS HOLY BACK; [FOR HE UNTO THE WORLD A HOLY VIRGIN SHALL HIMSELF COMMIT]. AND SILENT HE WILL BE WHEN BUFFETED LEST ANYONE SHOULD KNOW WHOSE SON HE IS OR WHENCE HE CAME, THAT HE MAY TALK TO THE DEAD. 390 AND HE SHALL ALSO WEAR A CROWN OF THORNS; FOR OF THORNS IS THE CROWN AN ORNAMENT ELECT, ETERNAL. THEY SHALL PIERCE HIS SIDE WITH A REED THAT THEY MAY FULFILL THEIR SEXUAL LAWS, FOR OF REEDS SHAKEN BY ANOTHER SPIRIT 395 WERE NOURISHED INCLINATIONS OF THE SOUL, OF ANGER AND REVENGE. BUT WHEN THESE THINGS SHALL BE ACCOMPLISHED, OF THE WHICH I SPOKE, THEN UNTO HIM SHALL EVERY [SEXUAL] LAW BE LOOSED WHICH FROM THE FIRST BY THE DECREES OF MEN [372. EVIL FOR GOOD--SEVERAL MSS. HERE READ GOOD FOR EVIL. THE SENSE IS DOUBTFUL, UNLESS IT IS MESSIANIC. 380-386, ALSO 387-390, ARE CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., IV, 18 [L., 6, 506]. 12 (279-801.)] {P. 176}
400 WAS GIVEN BECAUSE OF DISOBEDIENT PEOPLE. HE'LL SPREAD HIS HANDS AND MEASURE ALL THE WORLD. BUT GALL FOR FOOD AND VINEGAR TO DRINK THEY GAVE HIM; THIS INHOSPITABLE BOARD THEY'LL SHOW HIM. BUT THE CURTAIN OF THE TEMPLE 405 SHALL BE ASUNDER RENT AND IN MIDDAY THERE SHALL BE FOR THREE HOURS DARK, MONSTROUS NIGHT. FOR IT WAS NO MORE POINTED OUT AGAIN HOW TO SERVE [TOP] SECRET TEMPLE AND THE [SEXLESS] LAW, WHICH HAD BEEN COVERED WITH THE WORLD'S DISPLAYS, 410 WHEN THE ETERNAL CAME HIMSELF ON EARTH. AND INTO HADES SHALL HE COME ANNOUNCING HOPE UNTO ALL THE SAINTS, THE END OF AGES AND THE LAST DAY, AND HAVING FALLEN ASLEEP THE THIRD DAY HE SHALL END THE LOT OF DEATH; 415 THEN FROM THE DEAD DEPARTING HE SHALL COME TO LIGHT, THE FIRST TO SHOW FORTH TO THE ELECT BEGINNING OF RESURRECTION, AND WASH OFF BY MEANS OF WATERS OF IMMORTAL SPRING [401. MEASURE--"IN HIS SUFFERING," SAYS LACTANTIUS, "HE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HANDS AND MEASURED OUT THE WORLD, THAT EVEN THEN HE MIGHT SHOW THAT A GREAT MULTITUDE, COLLECTED OUT OF ALL LANGUAGES AND TRIBES, FROM THE RISING OF THE SUN EVEN TO THE SETTING, WAS ABOUT TO COME UNDER HIS WINGS AND TO RECEIVE ON THEIR FOREHEADS THAT GREAT AND LOFTY SIGN." DIV. INST., IV, 26 [L., 6, 530]. 404-406. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., IV, 19 [L., 6, 511]. 411. INTO HADES--THIS DOCTRINE OF CHRIST'S DESCENT INTO HADES IS FOUND IN THE WELL-KNOWN CLAUSE OF THE APOSTLES' CREED, AND CLAIMS FOR ITS BIBLICAL SUPPORT THE LANGUAGE OF PSA. XVI, 9 (COMP. ACTS II, 25-27); ROM. X, 7; EPH. IV, 8-10; 1 PET. III, 18-20. IT IS FOUND ALSO IN JUSTIN MARTYR, TRYPHO, 72 [G., 6, 645]; IRENAEUS, ADV. HAER., III, XX, 4 [G. 7, 945], AND IV, XXVII, 2 [G., 7, 1058]; CLEM. ALEX., STROM., VI, CHAP. VI [G., 9, 265-275]; TERTULLIAN, DE ANIMA, CHAPS. VII [L., 2, 657] AND LV [L., 2, 742-745]; ORIGEN, ADV. CELSUS, II, 43 [G., 11, 864]. 414-417. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., IV, 19 [L., 6, 513].] (301-315.) {P. 177}
THEIR FORMER WICKEDNESS, THAT, BEING BORN 420 FROM ABOVE, THEY MIGHT BE NO MORE ENSLAVED TO THE UNLAWFUL [SEXUAL] CUSTOMS OF THE WORLD. AND FIRST THEN OPENLY UNTO HIS OWN SHALL HE AS LORD IN FLESH BE VISIBLE, AS HE BEFORE WAS, AND IN HANDS AND FEET 425 EXHIBIT FOUR MARKS FIXED IN HIS OWN LIMBS, DENOTING EAST AND WEST AND SOUTH AND NORTH; FOR OF THE WORLD SO MANY ROYAL POWERS SHALL AGAINST OUR EXEMPLAR CONSUMMATE THE [SEXUAL] DEED SO LAWLESS AND CONDEMNABLE [DAMNABLE]. 430 DAUGHTER OF ZION, HOLY ONE, REJOICE, WHO HAST SUFFERED MANY THINGS; THY KING HIMSELF MOUNTED UPON A FOAL IS HASTENING ON; BEHOLD, MEEK HE SHALL COME, THAT HE MAY LIFT OUR SLAVISH YOKE, SO GRIEVOUS TO BE BORNE 435 LYING UPON OUR NECK, AND MAY ANNUL OUR GODLESS [SEXUAL] LAWS [ATHEISTIC] AND BONDS COMPULSORY. KNOW THOU THY GOD HIMSELF, WHO IS GOD'S SON; HIM GLORIFY AND HOLD WITHIN THY HEART, FROM THY SOUL [SEXLESS] LOVE HIM AND EXTOL HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 440 PUT OFF THY FORMER FRIENDS AND WASH THYSELF FROM THEIR BLOOD; FOR HE IS NOT BY THY SONGS NOR BY THY PRAYERS APPEASED, NOR DOES HE GIVE TO PERISHABLE SACRIFICES HEED, BEING IMPERISHABLE; BUT PRESENT 445 THE HOLY HYMN OF UNDERSTANDING MOUTHS AND KNOW WHO THIS ONE IS, AND THOU SHALT THEN BEHOLD THE FATHER [STEPHEN]... [426. COMP. BOOK III, 30, NOTE. 430. REJOICE--COMP. ZECH. IX, 9; MATT. XXI, 6; JOHN XII, 15. 433-436. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 18 [L, 6, 796].] (316-386.) {P. 178}
AND THEN SHALL ALL THE ELEMENTS [EARTH, WATER, WIND [AIR], & FIRE] OF THE WORLD ABIDE IN SOLITUDE, AIR, EARTH, SEA, LIGHT 450 OF GLEAMING FIRE, AND HEAVENLY SKY AND NIGHT AND ALL DAYS INTO ONE SHALL RUN TOGETHER AND INTO OUTWARD FORM ALL-DESOLATE. FOR FROM HEAVEN SHALL THE STARS OF LIGHT ALL FALL. AND THERE SHALL FLY NO LONGER IN THE AIR 455 THE WELL-WINGED BIRDS, NOR STEPPING BE ON EARTH; FOR WILD BEASTS SHALL ALL PERISH. NOR SHALL BE VOICES OF MEN, NOR OF BEASTS, NOR OF BIRDS. THE WORLD SHALL HEAR NO SERVICEABLE SOUND, BEING DISORDERED; BUT A MIGHTY SOUND 460 OF THREATENING SHALL THE DEEP-SEA SOUND ALOUD, AND SWIMMING TREMBLING CREATURES OF THE SEA SHALL ALL DIE; AND NO LONGER ON THE WAVES SHALL SAIL THE FREIGHTED SHIP. AND EARTH SHALL GROAN BLOOD-STAINED BY WARS; AND ALL THE SOULS OF MEN 465 SHALL GNASH WITH THEIR TEETH, [OF THE LAWLESS [SEXUAL] SOULS BOTH BY LOUD CRYING AND BY FEAR,] DISSOLVED BY THIRST, BY FAMINE, AND BY PLAGUE AND MURDERS, AND THEY SHALL CALL DEATH BEAUTIFUL AND DEATH SHALL FLEE AWAY FROM THEM; FOR DEATH NO MORE 470 NOR NIGHT SHALL GIVE THEM REST. AND MANY THINGS WILL THEY IN VAIN ASK GOD WHO RULES ON HIGH, AND THEN WILL HE HIS FACE TURN OPENLY AWAY FROM THEM. FOR HE TO ERRING MEN GAVE IN SEVEN AGES FOR REPENTANCE SIGNS 475 BY THE HANDS OF A VIRGIN [SEXLESSLY] UNDEFILED. ALL THESE THINGS IN MY MIND GOD HIMSELF SHOWED AND ALL THAT HAVE BEEN SPOKEN BY MY MOUTH [448-475. COMP. SIMILAR PASSAGE IN BOOK II, 243-263, AND BOOK III, 97-111; AND ALSO, LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 16 [L., 6, 791, 792]. ALL THESE PROPHECIES ARE OBVIOUSLY DERIVED FROM CORRESPONDING SCRIPTURE PASSAGES.] (337-360.) {P. 179}
WILL HE ACCOMPLISH; AND I KNOW THE NUMBER OF THE SANDS AND THE MEASURES OF THE SEA, 480 I KNOW THE INMOST PLACES OF THE EARTH AND GLOOMY TARTARUS, I KNOW THE NUMBERS OF THE STARS, AND THE TREES, AND ALL THE TRIBES OF QUADRUPEDS, AND OF THE SWIMMING THINGS AND FLYING BIRDS, AND OF MEN WHO ARE NOW 485 AND OF THOSE YET TO BE, AND OF THE DEAD; FOR I MYSELF THE FORMS AND MIND OF MEN DID FASHION, AND RIGHT REASON DID I GIVE AND KNOWLEDGE TAUGHT; I WHO FORMED EYES AND EARS, WHO SEE AND HEAR AND EVERY THOUGHT DISCERN, 490 AND WHO WITHIN AM CONSCIOUS OF ALL THINGS, I AM STILL; AND HEREAFTER WILL CONVICT [AND PUNISHING WHAT ANY MORTAL DID IN SECRET, AND UPON GOD'S JUDGMENT SEAT COMING AND SPEAKING UNTO MORTAL MEN]. 495 I UNDERSTAND THE DUMB MAN AND I HEAR HIM THAT SPEAKS NOT, AND HOW GREAT THE WHOLE HEIGHT FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN IS, AND THE BEGINNING AND END I KNOW, WHO MADE THE HEAVEN AND EARTH. [FOR ALL THINGS HAVE PROCEEDED FROM HIM, THINGS 500 FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE END HE KNOWS.] FOR I ALONE AM GOD AND OTHER, GOD THERE IS NOT. THEY MY [SEXUAL] IMAGE FORMED OF WOOD TREAT AS DIVINE, AND SHAPING IT BY HAND THEY SING THEIR PRAISES OVER IDOLS DUMB [478. AT THIS POINT THE SIBYL ASSUMES TO REPRESENT GOD HIMSELF AS SPEAKING, AND CONTINUES THIS STRAIN TO LINE 567, THROWING IN OCCASIONAL OBSERVATIONS OF HER OWN, AS IF FORGETFUL OF THE PART SHE HOLDS. LINES 478, 479, AND 496, 496, ARE IDENTICAL WITH TWO LINES ATTRIBUTED TO THE ORACLE OF DELPHI BY HERODOTUS, I, 47. 501. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., I, 6 [L., 6, 148].] (361-379.) {P. 180}
505 WITH SUPPLICATIONS AND UNHOLY RITES. FORSAKING THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THEY WERE SLAVES TO LEWDNESS. MEN POSSESSING EVERYTHING BESTOW THEIR GIFTS ON THINGS WHICH CANNOT AID, AS IF THEY FOR MY HONORS DEEMED THESE THINGS 510 ALL USEFUL, WITH THE SMELL OF SACRIFICE FILLING THE FEAST, AS IF FOR THEIR OWN DEAD. FOR THEY FLESH AND BONES FULL OF MARROW BURN OFFERING ON ALTARS, AND THEY POUR OUT BLOOD TO DEMONS, AND THEY KINDLE LIGHTS TO ME 515 THE GIVER OF LIGHT, AND AS TO A GOD THAT THIRSTS DO MORTALS DRUNKEN POUR OUT WINE FOR NAUGHT TO IDOLS THAT CAN GIVE NO AID. I HAVE NO NEED OF YOUR BURNT OFFERINGS, NOR YOUR LIBATIONS, NOR [SEXUAL] POLLUTED SMOKE, 520 NOR BLOOD MOST HATEFUL. FOR IN MEMORY
OF KINGS AND TYRANTS THEY WILL DO THESE THINGS UNTO DEAD DEMONS, AS TO HEAVENLY BEINGS, PERFORMING SERVICE GODLESS [ATHEISTIC] AND DESTRUCTIVE. AND GODLESS [ATHEISTIC] THEY THEIR [SEXUAL] IMAGES CALL GODS, 525 FORSAKING THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], HAVING FAITH THAT FROM THEM THEY DERIVE ALL HOPE AND LIFE, DEAF AND DUMB, IN THE EVIL PUTTING TRUST, BUT THEY ARE WHOLLY IGNORANT OF GOOD. TWO WAYS DID I MYSELF BEFORE THEM SET, 530 OF LIFE AND OF DEATH, AND BEFORE THEM SET JUDGMENT TO CHOOSE GOOD LIFE; BUT THEY THEMSELVES HASTENED TO DEATH AND TO ETERNAL FIRE. MAN IS MY [SEXLESS] IMAGE, HAVING UPRIGHT REASON. FOR HIM A TABLE PURE AND WITHOUT BLOOD 535 MAKE READY AND WITH GOOD THINGS FILL IT UP, [530. LIFE AND OF DEATH--COMP. DENT. XXX, 15, 19, AND ALSO THE OPENING WORDS OF THE "TEACHING OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES."] (380-404.) {P. 181} 
AND GIVE THE HUNGRY BREAD, THE THIRSTY DRINK, AND TO THE BODY THAT IS NAKED CLOTHES FROM THINE OWN LABORS WITH UNSULLIED HANDS PROVIDING. RECREATE THE AFFLICTED MAN, 540 AND HELP THE WEARY, AND PROVIDE FOR ME THE LIVING ONE A LIVING SACRIFICE SOWING PIETY, THAT ALSO I TO THEE SOMETIME MAY GIVE IMMORTAL FRUITS, AND LIGHT ETERNAL THOU SHALT HAVE AND FADELESS LIFE 545 WHEN I SHALL PROVE ALL BY FIRE. FOR ALL THINGS I SHALL FUSE AND SHALL PICK OUT WHAT IS PURE, HEAVEN WILL I ROLL UP AND THE DEPTHS OF EARTH LAY OPEN, AND THEN WILL I RAISE THE DEAD MAKING AN END OF FATE AND STING OF DEATH, 550 AND AFTERWARD FOR JUDGMENT WILL I COME JUDGING THE MANNER BOTH OF PIOUS MEN AND IMPIOUS; I WILL SET RAM CLOSE TO RAM, SHEPHERD TO SHEPHERD, CALF TO CALF, FOR TEST, CLOSE TO EACH OTHER; WHOSOEVER WERE 555 EXALTED, PROVEN BY TRIAL, AND WHO STOPPED THE MOUTH OF EVERY ONE, THAT THEY THEMSELVES VYING [STRIVE IN COMPETITION FOR SUPERIORITY] WITH THEM THAT LEAD A HOLY LIFE MAY LIKEWISE BRING THEM INTO SLAVERY, ENJOINING SILENCE, URGED BY [SEXUAL] LOVE OF GAIN [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10], 560 NOT PROVED BEFORE ME, THEN SHALL ALL WITHDRAW. NO LONGER HENCEFORTH SHALT THOU GRIEVING SAY "MORROW SHALL BE," NOR "YESTERDAY HAS BEEN;" NOT MANY DAYS OF CARE, NOR SPRING, NOR WINTER, NOR SUMMER THEN, NOR AUTUMN, NOR SUNSET [546. COMP. BOOK II, 363; III, 105. 547-551. CITED BY LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 20 [L., 6, 799]. 654-560. THE IMPORT OF THESE LINES IS VERY OBSCURE AND UNCERTAIN. 561-565. COMP. BOOK II, 397-403.] (404-427.) {P. 182}
565 NOR SUNRISE; FOR A LONG DAY I WILL MAKE. AND UNTO AGES THERE SHALL BE THE LIGHT LONGED FOR OF THE GREAT... (CHRIST JESUS, OF AGES) ...THOU WHO ART SELF-BEGOTTEN, [SEXLESS] UNDEFILED, 570 TRUE AND ETERNAL, MEASURING BY THY POWER FROM HEAVEN THE FIERY BLAST, AND WITH ROUGH TORCH FROM CLASHING DOTH THE SCEPTER, KEEP AND CALM THE CRASHING’S OF THE HEAVY-SOUNDING THUNDERS, AND DRIVING EARTH INTO [SEXUAL] CONFUSION DOST 575 HOLD BACK THE RUSHING NOISES...AND THE FIRE-BLAZING SCOURGES THOU DOST BLUNT OF LIGHTNINGS, AND THE VAST OUTPOUR OF STORMS AND OF AUTUMNAL HAIL, AND CHILLING STROKE OF CLOUDS AND SHOCK OF WINTER. FOR OF THESE 580 EACH ONE INDEED IS MARKED OUT IN THY MIND, WHATEVER SEEMS GOOD TO THYSELF TO DO THY SON NODS HIS ASSENT TO, HAVING BEEN BEGOTTEN IN THY BOSOM BEFORE ALL CREATION, FELLOW-COUNSELOR WITH THEE, 585 FORMER OF MORTALS AND TRUE CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF LIFE. HIM WITH THE FIRST SWEET UTTERANCE OF MOUTH THOU DIDST ADDRESS: "BEHOLD, LET US MAKE MAN IN A FORM ALTOGETHER LIKE OUR OWN, AND LET US GIVE HIM LIFE-SUSTAINING BREATH; 590 HIM BEING YET MORTAL ALL THINGS OF THE WORLD SHALL SERVE, AND UNTO HIM FORMED OUT OF CLAY WE WILL SUBJECT ALL THINGS." AND THOU DIDST SPEAK THESE THINGS BY WORD, AND ALL THINGS CAME TO PASS ACCORDING TO THY HEART; AND THY COMMAND 595 TOGETHER ALL THE ELEMENTS OBEYED, (421-448.) {P. 183}
AND AN ETERNAL CREATURE WAS ARRANGED IN MORTAL FIGURE, ALSO HEAVEN, AIR, FIRE, AND EARTH AND WATER OF THE SEA, SUN, MOON, CHORUS OF STARS, HILLS…600 BOTH NIGHT AND DAY, SLEEPING AND WAKING UP, SPIRIT AND [SEXLESS] PASSION, SOUL AND UNDERSTANDING, ART, MIGHT AND STRENGTH, AND THE WILD TRIBES OF LIVING THINGS BOTH SWIMMING THINGS AND FOWLS, AND OF THOSE WALKING, AND AMPHIBIA, 605 AND THOSE THAT CREEP AND THOSE OF DOUBLE NATURE; FOR ACTING IN ACCORD WITH HIS OWN WILL UNDER THY LEADING HE ARRANGED ALL THINGS. BUT IN THE LATEST TIMES THE EARTH HE PASSED, AND COMING LATE FROM THE VIRGIN MARY'S WOMB 610 A NEW LIGHT ROSE, AND GOING FORTH FROM HEAVEN PUT ON A MORTAL FORM. FIRST THEN DID GABRIEL SHOW HIS STRONG PURE FORM; AND BEARING HIS OWN NEWS HE NEXT ADDRESSED THE MAIDEN WITH HIS VOICE: "O VIRGIN, IN THY BOSOM [SEXLESSLY] UNDEFILED 615 RECEIVE THOU GOD." THUS, SPEAKING HE INBREATHED GOD'S GRACE ON THE SWEET MAIDEN; AND STRAIGHTWAY ALARM AND WONDER SEIZED HER AS SHE HEARD, AND SHE STOOD TREMBLING; AND HER MIND WAS WILD WITH FLUTTER OF EXCITEMENT WHILE AT HEART 620 SHE QUIVERED AT THE UNLOOKED-FOR THINGS SHE HEARD. BUT SHE AGAIN WAS GLADDENED AND HER HEART WAS CHEERED BY THE VOICE, AND THE MAIDEN LAUGHED AND HER CHEEK REDDENED WITH A SENSE OF JOY, AND SPELL-BOUND WAS HER HEART WITH SENSE OF SHAME. 625 AND CONFIDENCE CAME TO HER. AND THE WORD FLEW INTO THE WOMB, AND IN COURSE OF TIME HAVING BECOME FLESH AND ENDUED WITH LIFE WAS MADE A HUMAN FORM AND CAME TO BE (449-472.) {P. 184}
A BOY DISTINGUISHED BY HIS VIRGIN BIRTH; 630 FOR THIS WAS A GREAT WONDER TO MANKIND, BUT IT WAS NO GREAT WONDER UNTO GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], NOR WAS IT TO GOD THE SON [ENOCH]. AND THE GLAD EARTH RECEIVED THE NEW BORN BABE, THE HEAVENLY THRONE LAUGHED AND THE WORLD REJOICED. 635 AND THE PROPHETIC NEW-APPEARING STAR 'WAS HONORED BY THE WISE MEN, AND THE BABE BORN WAS SHOWN IN A MANGER UNTO THEM THAT OBEYED GOD, AND KEEPERS OF THE HERDS, AND GOATHERDS AND TO SHEPHERDS OF THE LAMBS; 640 AND BETHLEHEM CALLED BY GOD THE FATHERLAND OF THE WORD WAS CHOSEN...AND IN HEART PRACTICE LOWLINESS OF MIND AND CRUEL [SEXUAL] DEEDS HATE, AND THY NEIGHBOR [SEXLESS] LOVE WHOLLY, EVEN AS THYSELF; AND FROM THY SOUL 645 [SEXLESSLY] LOVE GOD AND DO HIM SERVICE. THEREFORE, WE SPRUNG FROM THE HOLY RACE OF THE HEAVENLY CHRIST ARE CALLED OF COMMON BLOOD, AND WE RESTRAIN IN WORSHIP RECOLLECTION OF GOOD CHEER, AND WALK THE PATHS OF PIETY AND TRUTH. 650 NOT EVER ARE WE SUFFERED TO APPROACH THE INMOST SANCTUARY OF THE TEMPLES, NOR POUR LIBATIONS TO CARVED [SEXUAL] IMAGES, NOR HONOR THEM WITH PRAYERS, NOR WITH THE SMELLS MUCH-PLEASING OF FLOWERS [VIRGINITIES], NOR WITH LIGHT OF LAMPS, [642-669. THESE LINES, WHICH CONCLUDE THE BOOK, ARE A FRAGMENT, WHICH MAY HAVE ONCE BEEN NATURALLY CONNECTED WITH WHAT NOW PRECEDES BY INTERVENING LINES NO LONGER EXTANT. AS THEY NOW STAND, THEY HAVE NO NATURAL CONNECTION WITH THE PRECEDING PASSAGE, AND APPEAR MUTILATED BOTH AT BEGINNING AND END. (473-490.)] {P. 185}
655 NOR YET WITH SHINING VOTIVE OFFERINGS ADORN THEM, NOR WITH SMOKE OF FRANKINCENSE THAT SENDS FORTH FLAME OF ALTARS; NOR DO THOU, ADDING UNTO THE SACRIFICE OF BULLS AND TAKING [SEXUAL] PLEASURE IN [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENT SEND 660 BLOOD OF SHEEP-SLAUGHTERING OUTRAGE, THUS TO GIVE RANSOM FOR PENALTY BENEATH THE EARTH; NOR BY THE SMOKE OF FLESH-CONSUMING PYRE AND ODORS FOUL [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE THE LIGHT OF HEAVEN; BUT JOYFUL WITH PURE MINDS AND CHEERFUL SOUL, 665 WITH [SEXLESS] LOVE ABOUNDING AND WITH GENEROUS HANDS, WITH SOOTHING PSALMS AND SONGS THAT HONOR GOD, WE ARE COMMANDED TO SING PRAISE TO THEE, THE IMPERISHABLE AND WITHOUT DECEIT, ALL-FATHER GOD [STEPHEN], OF UNDERSTANDING MIND… (491-501.) {P. 186} {P. 187}
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BOOK XI.
O WORLD OF MEN WIDE-SCATTERED, AND LONG WALLS, THE CITIES HUGE AND NATIONS NUMBERLESS, THROUGHOUT THE EAST AND WEST AND SOUTH AND NORTH, DIVIDED OFF BY VARIOUS LANGUAGES 5 AND KINGDOMS; OTHER THINGS, THE VERY WORST, AGAINST YOU I AM NOW ABOUT TO SPEAK. FOR FROM THE TIME WHEN ON THE EARLIER MEN THE FLOOD CAME AND THE ALMIGHTY ONE HIMSELF DESTROYED THAT RACE BY MANY WATERS, THEN 10 BROUGHT HE IN YET ANOTHER RACE OF MEN UNTIRING; AND THEY, SETTING THEMSELVES UP AGAINST HEAVEN, BUILT TO HEIGHT UNSPEAKABLE A TOWER; AND TONGUES OF ALL WERE LOOSED AGAIN; AND ON THEM HURLED CAME WRATH OF GOD MOST HIGH [JEHOVAH], 15 BY WHICH THE TOWER UNUTTERABLY GREAT FELL; AND AGAINST EACH OTHER THEY STIRRED UP AN EVIL STRIFE. AND THEN OF MORTAL MEN WAS THE TENTH RACE SINCE THESE THINGS CAME TO PASS; [1. THE FOUR FOLLOWING BOOKS WERE FIRST PUBLISHED BY ANGELO MAI, IN 1828, AND IN THE MANUSCRIPTS AND IN THE EDITIONS OF ALEXANDRE AND RZACH ARE NUMBERED XI-XIV. THERE WOULD SEEM, THEREFORE, TO HAVE EXISTED TWO OTHER BOOKS, IX AND X, WHICH MAY YET COME TO LIGHT, AS DID BOOKS XI-XIV AFTER VARIOUS PRINTED EDITIONS OF THE FIRST EIGHT BOOKS HAD APPEARED. WE DEEM IT BETTER, THEREFORE, TO ADHERE TO THE NUMBERING OF THE MANUSCRIPTS AND THE TWO PRINCIPAL EDITIONS OF THE GREEK TEXT THAN WITH FRIEDLIEB TO NUMBER THESE LATER BOOKS AS IX-XII. THIS ELEVENTH BOOK DEALS LARGELY WITH MATTERS OF EGYPTIAN HISTORY, BUT CONTAINS ALSO VARIOUS ORACLES AGAINST OTHER NATIONS. ITS DATE AND AUTHORSHIP ARE UNCERTAIN. 7-20. COMP. BOOK, III, 117-132.] (1-15.) {P. 190}
AND THE WHOLE EARTH WAS AMONG FOREIGN MEN 20 AND VARIOUS LANGUAGES DISTRIBUTED, WHOSE NUMBERS I WILL TELL AND IN ACROSTICS OF THE INITIAL LETTER SHOW THE NAME. AND FIRST SHALL EGYPT ROYAL POWER RECEIVE PREEMINENT AND JUST; AND THEN IN HER 25 SHALL MANY-COUNSELING MEN BE GOVERNORS; MOREOVER, THEN A FEARFUL MAN SHALL RULE, CLOSE-FIGHTER VERY STRONG; AND HE SHALL HAVE THIS LETTER OF THE ACROSTIC OF HIS NAME: SWORD SHALL HE STRETCH OUT AGAINST PIOUS MEN. 30 AND WHILE THIS ONE IS RULER THERE SHALL BE A FEARFUL SIGN IN THE EGYPTIAN LAND, WHICH, GLADDENING VERY GREATLY, SHALL WITH CORN SOULS PERISHING WITH FAMINE THEN SUPPLY; THE [SEXLESS] LAW-GIVER, HIMSELF A PRISONER, 35 THE EAST AND OFFSPRING OF ASSYRIAN MEN SHALL NOURISH; AND HIS NAME KNOW THOU...OF THE MEASURE OF THE NUMBER TEN. BUT WHEN THERE SHALL COME FROM THE RADIANT HEAVEN TEN STROKES OF JUDGMENT UPON EGYPT, THEN 40 WILL I AGAIN PROCLAIM THESE THINGS TO THEE. MEMPHIS, ALAS, ALAS FOR THEE! ALAS, GREAT ROYAL ONE! THE ERYTHRAEAN SEA SHALL THY MUCH PEOPLE UTTERLY DESTROY. [23. FIRST...EGYPT--COMP. BOOK III, 191-195, AND THE NAMES AND ORDER OF KINGDOMS THEN GIVEN WITH LINES 57, 80, 86, 106, 138, AND 144. 28. THIS LETTER--REFERRING TO THE LETTER PHI, WHICH BEGINS THE NEXT LINE IN THE GREEK TEXT (IN THE WORD {GREEK FA'SGANA}, SWORD), THE INITIAL OF THE NAME PHARAOH. 35. ASSYRIAN--THE SIBYL THINKS OF THE HEBREWS AS EMIGRANTS FROM ASSYRIA, OR THE FAR EAST. SO AGAIN, IN LINE 106 BELOW. 37. PEN--THE GREEK LETTER FOR TEN IS {GREEK I}, THE INITIAL OF THE GREEK FORM OF THE NAME JOSEPH.] (15-84.) {P. 191} 
THEN WHEN THE PEOPLE OF TWELVE TRIBES SHALL LEAVE 45 THE FRUITFUL LAND OF RUIN BY [SEXLESS] COMMAND OF THE IMMORTAL, THE LORD GOD HIMSELF WILL ALSO GIVE A [SEXLESS] LAW UNTO MANKIND. AND OVER THE HEBREWS THEN A MIGHTY KING MAGNANIMOUS SHALL RULE, AND HAVE A NAME 50 DERIVED FROM SANDY EGYPT, THEBAN MAN OF DOUBTFUL NATIVE LAND; AND MEMPHIS HE, DREAD SERPENT, WILL SHOW OUTWARD SIGNS OF [SEXUAL] LOVE, AND HE WILL WATCH OVER MANY THINGS IN WARS. NOW THE TENTH KINGDOM BEING TWELVE TIMES COMPLETE 55 SEVEN BESIDES AND EVEN UNTO THE TENTH HUNDRED, OTHERS BEING ALTOGETHER LEFT BEHIND, THEN SHALL ARISE THE PERSIAN SOVEREIGNTY. AND THEN AN EVIL SHALL BEFALL THE JEWS, FAMINE AND PESTILENCE INTOLERABLE 60 THEY DO NOT MAKE ESCAPE FROM IN THAT DAY. BUT WHEN A PERSIAN SHALL RULE, AND A SON OF HIS SON'S SON SHALL LAY THE SCEPTER DOWN, WHILE YEARS ROLL ROUND TO FIVE FOURS, AND TO THESE A HUNDRED MORE, AND THOU A HUNDRED NINES 65 SHALT FINISH AND ALL THINGS SHALT THOU REPAY; AND THEN UNTO THE PERSIANS AND THE MEDES SHALT THOU BE GIVEN OVER AS A SLAVE, DESTROYED WITH BLOWS BY REASON OF HARD FIGHTS. STRAIGHTWAY TO PERSIANS AND ASSYRIANS 70 AND TO ALL EGYPT SHALL AN EVIL COME, AND TO LIBYA AND THE ETHIOPIANS, AND TO THE CARIANS AND PAMPHYLIANS AND TO ALL OTHER MORTALS. AND HE THEN [48-105. THE HISTORICAL REFERENCES IN THESE LINES ARE SO UNCERTAIN THAT WE ESSAY NO COMMENTS.] (35-56.) {P. 192}
SHALL TO THE GRANDSONS GIVE THE ROYAL POWER, 75 WHO AGAIN SNATCHING THE WHOLE EARTH AWAY SHALL PLUNDER RACES FOR THEIR MANY SPOILS, NOT HAVING FELLOW-FEELING. MOURNFUL DIRGES SHALL THE SAD PERSIANS BY THE TIGRIS WAIL, AND EGYPT WATER MANY A LAND WITH TEARS. 80 AND THEN TO THEE, O MEDIAN LAND, A MAN OF WEALTH ABUNDANT AND OF INDIAN BIRTH SHALL MANY EVILS DO, TILL THOU REPAY ALL THINGS WHICH THOU, POSSESSED OF SHAMELESS SOUL, HAST DONE BEFORE. ALAS, ALAS FOR THEE, 85 THOU MEDIAN NATION; THOU SHALT AFTERWARDS BE SERVANT UNTO ETHIOPIAN MEN BEYOND THE LAND OF MEROE; WRETCHED THOU SHALT FROM THE FIRST SEVEN AND A HUNDRED YEARS COMPLETE, AND PUT THY NECK BENEATH THE YOKE. 90 AND THEN AN INDIAN OF DARK COUNTENANCE AND GRAY HAIR AND GREAT SOUL SHALL AFTERWARDS BECOME LORD, WHO SHALL MANY EVILS BRING UPON THE EAST BY REASON OF HARD FIGHTS; AND HE SHALL TREAT THEE MORE DESPITEFULLY 95 AND SHALL DESTROY ALL THY MEN. BUT WHEN HE THE TWENTIETH AND THE TENTH YEAR SHALL BE KING, AMONG THEM, ALSO SEVEN AND THE TENTH, THEN EVERY NATION OF A ROYAL POWER SHALL BE MAD AND DECLARE THEIR LIBERTY, 100 AND DURING THREE YEARS LEAVE THEIR SERVILE BLOOD. BUT HE SHALL COME AGAIN AND EVERY NATION OF VALIANT MEN SHALL PUT THEIR NECK AGAIN UNDER THE YOKE, SERVE THE KING AS BEFORE, AND OF ITS OWN FREE WILL AGAIN OBEY. 105 THERE SHALL BE GREAT PEACE THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD. (57-80.) {P. 193}
AND THEN OVER THE ASSYRIANS THERE SHALL RULE A MIGHTY KING, A MAN PREEMINENT, AND SHALL PERSUADE ALL TO SPEAK PLEASING THINGS, WHICH GOD ORDAINED ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW, 110 THEN ALL KINGS [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT WITH POINTED SPEARS TIMID AND SPEECHLESS SHALL BEFORE HIM QUAIL, AND HIM SHALL VERY POWERFUL RULERS SERVE BECAUSE OF COUNSELS OF THE MIGHTY GOD; FOR HE WILL CARRY ALL THINGS IN DETAIL 115 BY REASON, AND ALL THINGS WILL HE SUBJECT, AND HE THE TEMPLE OF THE MIGHTY GOD AND [SEXLESS] LOVELY ALTAR WILL HIMSELF ERECT IN HIS MIGHT, AND WILL HURL THE IDOLS DOWN; AND GATHERING TRIBES TOGETHER, BOTH THE RACE 120 OF FATHERS AND THE HELPLESS LITTLE ONES, HE SHALL ENCOMPASS THE INHABITANTS; HIS NAME SHALL HAVE TWO HUNDRED FOR ITS NUMBER, AND OF THE EIGHTEENTH LETTER SHOW THE SIGN. BUT WHEN FOR ROLLING DECADES TWO AND FIVE 125 HE SHALL RULE, GOING FORWARDS TOWARDS THE END OF HIS TIME, THERE SHALL BE AS MANY KINGS AS THERE ARE TRIBES OF MEN, AS THERE ARE CLANS, AS THERE ARE CITIES, AND AS ISLES AND COASTS, AND FIELDS AND LANDS THAT BRING FORTH GOODLY FRUIT. 130 BUT ONE OF THESE SHALL BE A MIGHTY KING, A LEADER AMONG MEN; AND MANY KINGS OF LOFTY SPIRIT SHALL SUBMIT TO HIM, AND TO HIS SONS AND GRANDSONS OPULENT GIVE PORTIONS ON ACCOUNT OF ROYAL POWER. [107. MIGHTY [MAJESTIC] KING--REFERENCE TO SOLOMON. 122. TWO HUNDRED--REPRESENTED BY SIGMA, THE EIGHTEENTH LETTER OF THE GREEK ALPHABET, AND INITIAL OF SOLOMON. 130. MIGHTY KING--PROBABLE REFERENCE TO CYRUS.] (80-101.) {P. 194}
135 DECADES OF DECADES, EIGHT ONES UPON THESE OF YEARS SHALL THEY RULE, AND AT LAST SHALL END. BUT WHEN WITH CRUEL ARES THERE SHALL COME A POWERFUL WILD BEAST, EVEN THEN FOR THEE, O QUEENLY LAND, SHALL WRATH SPRING FORTH AGAIN. 140 ALAS, ALAS FOR THEE, THEN PERSIAN LAND; WHAT AN OUTPOURING OF THE BLOOD OF MEN SHALT THOU RECEIVE WHEN THAT STRONGER-MINDED MAN COMES TO THEE; THEN I'LL SHOUT THESE THINGS AGAIN. BUT WHEN ITALIAN SOIL SHALL GENERATE, 145 GREAT WONDER UNTO MORTALS, THERE SHALL BE MOANS OF YOUNG CHILDREN BY A FOUNTAIN PURE, IN SHADY CAVERN OFF SPRING OF WILD BEAST THAT FEEDS ON SHEEP, WHO UNTO MANHOOD GROWN SHALL UPON SEVEN STRONG HILLS WITH RECKLESS SOUL 150 HURL MANY HEADLONG DOWN, IN NUMBERS BOTH HAVING A HUNDRED, AND THEIR NAMES SHALL SHOW A GREAT SIGN TO THEM THAT ARE YET TO BE; AND THEY SHALL BUILD UPON THE SEVEN HILLS STRONG WALLS AND WAGE AROUND THEM GRIEVOUS WAR. 155 AND THEN AGAIN SHALL THERE BE GROWING UP REVOLT OF MEN AROUND THEE, THEN GREAT LAND OF FINE EARS, HIGH-SOULED EGYPT; BUT AGAIN [135. DECADES OF DECADES--IF WE TAKE THIS TO MEAN TWICE TEN DECADES, AND ADD EIGHT MORE, WE HAVE TWO HUNDRED AND EIGHT, A NEAR APPROXIMATION OF THE DURATION OF THE PERSIAN MONARCHY. 138. WILD BEAST--REFERENCE TO ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 146-148. COMP. BOOK V, 14, 15. 151. A HUNDRED--REPRESENTED BY THE GREEK LETTER {GREEK R}, INITIAL OF ROMULUS AND REMUS. 152. GREAT SIGNS--PROBABLY IN THE THOUGHT THAT THE FIRST LETTER OF THESE NAMES IS ALSO THE INITIAL OF ROME, THE ETERNAL CITY, THE SYMBOL OF POWER.] (102-120.) {P. 195}
I'LL CRY THESE THINGS. AND YET THEN SHALT RECEIVE A GREAT STROKE IN THY HOUSES; AND AGAIN 160 SHALL THERE BE A REVOLT OF THINE OWN MEN. NOW OVER THEE, O WRETCHED PHRYGIA, I WEEP IN PITY; FOR TO THEE FROM GREECE, TAMER OF HORSES, THERE SHALL CONQUEST COME AND WAR AND PLAGUE BY REASON OF HARD FIGHTS. 165 ILIUM, I PITY THEE; FOR THERE SHALL COME FROM SPARTA AN ERINYS TO THY HALLS MIXED WITH A DEADLY STING; AND MOST OF ALL SHALL SHE BRING THEE TOILS, TROUBLES, GROANS, AND WAILS, WHEN WELL-SKILLED MEN THE BATTLE SHALL BEGIN, 170 BY FAR THE NOBLEST HEROES OF THE GREEKS WHO ARE TO ARES DEAR. AND ONE OF THESE SHALL BE A STRONG BRAVE KING; OF FOULEST DEEDS HE FOR HIS BROTHER'S SAKE WILL GO IN QUEST. AND THEY SHALL OVERTHROW THE FAMOUS WALLS 175 OF PHRYGIAN TROY; WHEN OF THE ROLLING YEARS TWICE FIVE SHALL BE FILLED WITH THE BLOODY DEEDS OF SAVAGE WAR, A WOODEN ARTIFICE SHALL SUDDEN COVER MEN, AND ON THY KNEES THOU SHALT RECEIVE THIS, NOT PERCEIVING IT 180 TO BE AN AMBUSH PREGNANT WITH THE GREEKS, O CAUSE OF GRIEVOUS WOE. ALAS, ALAS, HOW MUCH IN ONE-NIGHT HADES SHALL RECEIVE, AND WHAT SPOILS OF THE OLD MAN WEEPING MUCH SHALL HE BEAR OFF! BUT WITH THOSE YET TO COME 185 SHALL BE UNDYING FAME. AND THE GREAT KING, A HERO SPRUNG FROM ZEUS, SHALL HAVE HIS NAME OF THE FIRST LETTER OF THE ALPHABET; [165. COMP. BOOK III, 516. THE LINES FOLLOWING REHEARSE THE STORY OF TROY. 186. GREAT KING--AGAMEMNON, WHO ON HIS RETURN WAS SLAIN BY HIS WIFE, CLYTEMNESTRA.] (121-142.) {P. 196}
HOMEWARDS SHALL HE IN ORDER GO. AND THEN SHALL HE FALL BY A TREACHEROUS WOMAN'S HAND. 190 AND THERE SHALL RULE A CHILD SPRUNG FROM THE RACE AND THE BLOOD OF ASSARACUS, RENOWNED OF HEROES, BOTH A STRONG AND VALIANT MAN. AND HE SHALL COME OUT OF THE MIGHTY FIRE OF RAVAGED TROY, FLEEING FROM FATHERLAND 195 BY REASON OF THE FEARFUL TOIL OF WAR; BEARING HIS AGED FATHER ON HIS SHOULDERS AND ALSO HOLDING HIS SON BY THE HAND HE SHALL PERFORM A PIOUS WORK OF [SEXLESS] LAW, WHO, LOOKING CAUTIOUSLY ABOUT HIM, CLEFT 200 THE ONSET OF THE FIRE OF BURNING TROY, AND HURRYING THROUGH THE MULTITUDE IN DREAD HE SHALL PASS OVER LAND AND FEARFUL SEA. AND HE SHALL HAVE A TRISYLLABIC NAME, FOR THE BEGINNING OF THE ALPHABET 205 POINTS OUT THIS [MOST] HIGHEST MAN AS NOT UNKNOWN. AND THEN A CITY FOR THE POWERFUL LATINS HE WILL RAISE UP. AND IN HIS FIFTEENTH YEAR, DESTROYED BY WATERS IN THE DEPTHS OF SEA, SHALL HE LAY HOLD ON THE EVENT OF DEATH. 210 BUT HIM THOUGH DEAD THE NATIONS OF MANKIND SHALL NOT FORGET; FOR HIS RACE OVER ALL SHALL RULE HEREAFTER EVEN TO EUPHRATES AND RIVER TIGRIS, THROUGHOUT THE MID LAND OF THE ASSYRIANS, WHERE THE PARTHIANS 215 EXTENDED. FOR THOSE WHO ARE YET TO COME IT SHALL BE, WHEN ALL THESE THINGS COME TO PASS. [190. CHILD--AENEAS. COMP. BOOK V, 10-12. 208. DESTROYED BY WATERS--ACCORDING TO ONE TRADITION, AENEAS WAS DROWNED IN THE RIVER NUMICUS.] (143-163.) {P. 197}
AND THERE SHALL BE AN OLD MAN, MINSTREL WISE, WHOM ALL SHALL AMONG MORTALS CALL MOST WISE, BY WHOSE GOOD UNDERSTANDING THE WHOLE WORLD 920 SHALL BE INSTRUCTED; FOR HIS CHAPTERS HE ACCORDING TO THEIR POWER OF THOUGHTS WILL WRITE. AND WISELY WILL HE WRITE MOST MARVELOUS THINGS, AT TIMES APPROPRIATING WORDS OF MINE MEASURES AND VERSES; FOR HE SHALL THE FIRST 225 MY BOOKS UNFOLD AND AFTER THESE THINGS BIDE THEM AND UNTO MEN BRING THEM TO LIGHT NO MORE UNTIL THE END OF BANEFUL DEATH AND LIFE. BUT WHEN FORTHWITH THESE THINGS HAVE BEEN FULFILLED WHICH I SPOKE, YET AGAIN THE GREEKS SHALL FIGHT 230 WITH ONE ANOTHER; AND ASSYRIANS, ARABIANS AND THE QUIVER-BEARING MEDES, AND PERSIANS AND SICILIANS SHALL RISE UP, AND LYDIANS, THRACIANS AND BITHYNIANS, AND THEY WHO DWELL IN THE LAND OF FAIR CORN 235 BESIDE THE STREAMS OF NILE; AND AMONG ALL WILL GOD THE IMPERISHABLE PUT AT ONCE [SEXUAL] CONFUSION. BUT EXCEEDING TERRIBLY SHALL AN ASSYRIAN BASE-BORN FIERY MAN COME SUDDENLY, POSSESSED OF BEASTLY SOUL, 240 AND LOOKING CAUTIOUSLY ABOUT HIM CUT THROUGH EVERY ISTHMUS, GOING AGAINST ALL, AND SAILING OVER THE SEA. THEN, FAITHLESS GREECE, TO THEE SHALL HAPPEN VERY MANY THINGS. ALAS, ALAS FOR THEE, O WRETCHED GREECE, 245 HOW MANY THINGS THOU ART OBLIGED TO WAIL! [217. OLD MAN--HOMER. COMP. BOOK III, 523-541. 238. ASSYRIAN--PROBABLY REFERRING TO XERXES. THE EPITHET ASSYRIAN SEEMS TO HAVE A BROAD AND LOOSE SIGNIFICANCE WITH THIS WRITER, WHO IN LINE 106 ABOVE CALLS SOLOMON AN ASSYRIAN. COMP. ALSO LINE 35.] (164-184.) {P. 198}
AND DURING SEVEN AND EIGHTY ROLLING YEARS THOU SHALT THE MISERABLE REFUSE BE OF FEARFUL BATTLE AMONG ALL THE TRIBES. THEN SHALL A MACEDONIAN MAN AGAIN 250 BRING FORTH FOR HELLAS WOE AND SHALL DESTROY ALL THRACE, AND TOIL OF ARES ON THE ISLES AND COASTS AND THE WAR-LOVING TRIBALLI…HE SHALL AMONG THE FOREMOST FIGHTERS BE, AND HE SHALL SHARE THAT NAME WHICH SHOWS THE SIGN 255 OF NUMBERS TEN TIMES FIFTY. AND SHORT-LIVED SHALL HE BE; BUT BEHIND HIM HE SHALL LEAVE THE GREATEST KINGDOM ON THE BOUNDLESS EARTH. BUT BY BASE SPEARMAN HE HIMSELF SHALL FALL WHILE THOUGHT TO LIVE IN QUIET AS NONE ELSE. 260 AND AFTERWARDS SHALL A GREAT-HEARTED CHILD OF THIS ONE RULE, BEGINNING WITH HIS NAME THE ALPHABET; BUT HIS RACE SHALL PASS OUT. NOT OF ZEUS, NOT OF AMNION SHALL THEY CALL THIS ONE TRUE SON, YET STILL A BASTARD SON 265 OF CRONOS AS THEY ALL IMAGINE HIM. AND CITIES HE OF MANY MORTAL MEN SHALL PLUNDER; AND FOR EUROPE SHALL SHOOT UP THE GREATEST SORE. AND ALSO, TERRIBLY WILL HE ABUSE THE CITY, BABYLON, [249. MACEDONIAN--PHILIP OF MACEDON, WHOSE INITIAL, PHI ({GREEK F}), STANDS IN THE GREEK NUMERALS FOR 500. 258. BASE SPEARMAN--PAUSANIAS, ONE OF THE ROYAL GUARDS, WHO ASSASSINATED PHILIP ON HIS WAY TO THE THEATER. 259. TO LIVE IN QUIET--CONJECTURAL READING. 263. COMP. BOOK V, 8, 9. THIS ENTIRE PICTURE OF ALEXANDER (LINES 260-298) IS PECULIAR TO THE WRITER OF THIS BOOK.] (185-201.) {P. 199}
270 AND EVERY LAND THE SUN LOOKS DOWN UPON, AND HE ALONE SHALL SAIL BOTH EAST AND WEST. ALAS, ALAS FOR THEE, O BABYLON, THOU SHALT SERVE TRIUMPHS, WHO WAS CALLED A QUEEN; DOWN UPON ASIA ARES COMES, HE COMES 275 SURELY AND SHALL THY MANY CHILDREN SLAY. AND THEN SHALT THOU SEND FORTH THY ROYAL MAN NAMED BY THE NUMBER FOUR, EXPERT WITH SPEAR AMONG THE MIGHTY WARRIORS, TERRIBLE, SHOOTING WITH BOW AND ARROW. AND THEN FAMINE 280 AND WAR SHALL HOLD POSSESSION OF THE MIDST OF THE CILICIANS AND ASSYRIANS; BUT KINGS OF LOFTY SPIRIT SHALL EMBRACE THE DREADFUL STATE OF HEART-CONSUMING STRIFE. BUT DO THOU, FLEEING, LEAVE THE FORMER KING, 285 BE NEITHER WILLING TO REMAIN NOR FEAR TO BE UNHAPPY; FOR ON THEE SHALL COME A DREADFUL LION, A FLESH-EATING BEAST, WILD, STRANGE TO JUSTICE, WEARING ON HIS SHOULDERS A MANTLE. FLEE THE THUNDER-SMITING MAN. 290 AND ASIA ALL SHALL BEAR AN EVIL YOKE, AND MANY A MURDER SHALL THE WET EARTH DRINK. BUT WHEN A MIGHTY CITY PROSPEROUS ARES OF PELLA SHALL IN EGYPT FOUND, AND IT SHALL BE NAMED FROM HIM, FATE AND DEATH, 295 BY HIS COMPANIONS TREACHEROUSLY BETRAYED…FOR BARBAROUS MURDER SHALL DESTROY THIS MAN AROUND THE TABLES WHEN HE SHALL HAVE LEFT THE INDIANS AND SHALL COME TO BABYLON. [277. FOUR--REPRESENTED BY DELTA ({GREEK D}), THE INITIAL OF DARIUS (CODOMANNUS), WHO WAS DEFEATED BY ALEXANDER.] (202-223.) {P. 200}
THEREAFTER OTHER KINGS, IN A FEW YEARS, 300 DEVOURERS OF THE PEOPLE, [SEXUAL] ARROGANT AND FAITHLESS, SHALL RULE EACH BY HIS OWN TRIBE; BUT A GREAT-HEARTED HERO, WHO SHALL GLEAN ALL FENCED EUROPE, FROM THE TIME EACH LAND SHALL DRINK THE BLOOD OF ALL TRIBES, SHALL FORTHWITH 305 ABANDON LIFE, UNLOOSING HIS OWN FATE. AND OTHER KINGS THERE SHALL BE, TWICE FOUR MEN OF HIS RACE, AND THE SAME NAME TO THEM ALL. AND THERE SHALL BE A BRIDE OF EGYPT THEN COMMANDING AND A NOBLE CITY GREAT 310 OF MACEDONIAN LORD, QUEEN ALEXANDRIA, FAMED NOURISHER OF CITIES, SHINING FAIR SHE ALONE SHALL BE THE METROPOLIS. LET MEMPHIS THEN UPBRAID THEM THAT COMMAND. AND PEACE SHALL BE DEEP THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD; 315 THEN SHALL THE LAND OF BLACK SOIL HAVE MORE FRUITS. AND THEN THERE SHALL COME EVIL TO THE JEWS, NOR SHALL THEY IN THAT DAY MAKE THEIR ESCAPE FROM FAMINE AND INTOLERABLE PLAGUE; BUT THE NEW WORLD OF BLACK SOIL AND FAIR CORN, 320 DIVINE LAND, SHALL RECEIVE MUCH-WANDERING MEN. [302. HERO--REFERRING MOST PROBABLY TO ANTIGONUS, THE MOST FAMOUS OF ALEXANDER'S IMMEDIATE SUCCESSORS, WHO CERTAINLY GLEANED ALL WESTERN ASIA, IF NOT EUROPE. 306. TWICE FOUR MEN--THE EIGHT FAMOUS PTOLEMIES OF EGYPT, WHO WERE OF MACEDONIAN ORIGIN. 312. LET MEMPHIS THEN UPBRAID--BECAUSE OVERSHADOWED AND SUPERSEDED BY THE PTOLEMIES, WHO MADE ALEXANDRIA THE SOLE METROPOLIS. THERE IS IN THE GREEK TEXT HERE A PLAY ON THE WORD MEMPHIS--MEMPHESTHO MEMPHIS. 316. EVIL TO THE JEWS--REFERENCE TO THE CAPTURE OF JERUSALEM BY PTOLEMY I, AND THE TRANSPORTATION OF A GREAT NUMBER OF JEWS TO EGYPT. SEE JOSEPHUS, ANT., XII, 1. 320. WANDERING MEN--SCATTERED BY FAMINE AND SEEKING A NOW AND BETTER COUNTRY. ALEXANDRE READS RUINED MEN.] (224-242.) {P. 201}
BUT MARSHY EGYPT'S EIGHT KINGS SHALL FILL UP THE NUMBERS OF TWO HUNDRED YEARS AND THREE AND THIRTY. YET SHALL OFFSPRING PERISH NOT OF ALL OF THEM, BUT THERE SHALL ISSUE FORTH 325 A FEMALE ROOT, A BANE OF MORTAL MEN, BETRAYER OF HER KINGDOM. BUT THEY SHALL ACCORDING TO THEIR EVIL DEEDS PERFORM THEIR WICKEDNESS THEREAFTER, AND ONE HERE ANOTHER THERE SHALL PERISH; SON THAT WEARS 330 THE PURPLE SHALL CUT OFF HIS WARLIKE SIRE, AND HE HIMSELF IN TURN BY HIS OWN SON, AND ERE HE SHALL PUT FORTH ANOTHER SHOOT HE SHALL CEASE; BUT A ROOT SHALL SPROUT AGAIN THEREAFTER OF ITSELF; AND THERE SHALL BE 335 A RACE BESIDE HIM GROWING. FOR A QUEEN THERE SHALL BE OF THE LAND BY NILUS' STREAMS WHICH COMES DOWN THROUGH SEVEN MOUTHS INTO THE SEA, AND HER NAME VERY [SEXLESSLY] LOVELY SHALL BE THAT OF THE NUMBER TWENTY; AND SHE WILL DEMAND 340 NUMBERLESS THINGS AND GATHER UP ALL GOODS OF GOLD AND SILVER; BUT FROM HER OWN MEN [322. THE PERIOD OF THE EIGHT PTOLEMIES IS COMMONLY RECKONED FROM PTOLEMY I (SOTER), B. C. 323, TO PTOLEMY VIII (SOTER II), B. C. 81, OR ABOUT 242 YEARS. 325. FEMALE ROOT--THE FAMOUS CLEOPATRA WOULD SEEM MOST OBVIOUSLY INTENDED, BUT THE ASSOCIATED EVENTS (LINES 346-354) APPEAR TO BE THOSE OF THE DISORDERS AND CRIMES OF THE TIMES FOLLOWING THE REIGN OF THE EIGHTH PTOLEMY. HENCE, PERHAPS, THIS "BETRAYER OF HER KINGDOM" MAY BEST REFER TO THE MOTHER OF THE EIGHTH PTOLEMY (SOTER II), WHO EXPELLED HIM FROM EGYPT AND PLACED THE CROWN ON THE HEAD OF HER FAVORITE SON, ALEXANDER. 339. TWENTY--THE LETTER K, INITIAL OF THE GREEK FORM OF THE NAME CLEOPATRA. HERE, WITHOUT DOUBT, THE LAST QUEEN OF EGYPT, THE FAMOUS DAUGHTER OF PTOLEMY AULETES, IS INTENDED.] (243-258.) {P. 202}
SHALL TREACHERY BEFALL HER. THEN AGAIN FOR THEE, O DUSKY LAND, SHALL THERE BE WARS AND BATTLES AND GREAT SLAUGHTER OF MANKIND. 345 WHEN MANY OVER FERTILE ROME SHALL RULE, EXAMPLES NOT AT ALL OF HAPPY MEN, BUT TYRANTS, AND THERE BE OF THOUSAND’S CHIEFS AND OF TEN THOUSAND’S, AND THE OVERSEERS OF POPULAR ASSEMBLIES UNDER [SEXUAL] LAW, 350 THEN SHALL THE MIGHTIEST CAESARS BEAR THE RULE ILL-FATED ALL THEIR DAYS; AND OF THESE LAST SHALL FOR INITIAL HAVE THE NUMBER TEN, LAST CAESAR STRETCHING ON THE EARTH HIS LIMBS, STRUCK BY DIRE ARES BY A HOSTILE MAN, 355 WHOM CARRYING IN THEIR HANDS THE YOUTH OF ROME SHALL BURY PIOUSLY, AND OVER HIM POUR OUT THEIR TOKEN FOR HIS FRIENDSHIP'S SAKE RENDERING A TRIBUTE TO HIS MEMORY. BUT WHEN THOU SHALT COME TO AN END OF TIME 360 AND HAST COMPLETED TWICE THREE HUNDRED YEARS AND TWICE TEN, FROM THE TIME WHEN HE SHALL RULE WHO IS THY FOUNDER, CHILD OF THE WILD BEAST, THERE SHALL NO LONGER A DICTATOR BE RULING A MEASURED PERIOD; BUT A LORD 365 SHALL BECOME KING, MAN EQUAL TO THE GODS. THEN, EGYPT, KNOW THE KING THAT COMES TO THEE; AND DREADFUL ARES OF THE GLITTERING HELM SHALL SURELY COME. FOR THERE SHALL BE FOR THEE, [351. LAST--IN THE SENSE OF LOFTIEST, NOBLEST. THE GREEK INITIAL OF JULIUS IS THE LETTER WHICH STANDS FOR TEN. COMP. BOOK V, 16-19. 360. THE DATE OF THE FOUNDATION OF ROME IS USUALLY SET B. C. 753. BOTH HERE AND IN BOOK XII, 16, THE TIME INTERVENING BETWEEN THIS AND THE FIRST CAESAR IS SAID TO BE 620 YEARS. 366. EGYPT AND THE QUEEN, CLEOPATRA, ARE POETICALLY ADDRESSED AS ONE.] (258-278) {P. 203}
O WIDOWED ONE, A CAPTURE AFTERWARDS; 370 FOR ROUND THE WALLS OF THY LAND THERE SHALL BE TERRIBLE RAGING MISCHIEF-WORKING WARS. BUT HAVING SUFFERED MISERY IN WARS THOU, WRETCHED, SHALT THYSELF FLEE FROM ABOVE THOSE LATELY WOUNDED; AND THEN TO THE COUCH 375 SHALT THOU COME TO THE DREADFUL MAN HIMSELF; THE WEDLOCK, SHARING ONE BED, IS THE END. ALAS, ALAS FOR THEE, ILL-WEDDED BRIDE, THY ROYAL POWER UNTO THE ROMAN KING SHALT THOU GIVE, AND THOU SHALT REPAY ALL THINGS, 380 WHICH THOU AFORETIME DIDST WITH MASCULINE HANDS; THOU SHALT GIVE THE WHOLE LAND BY WAY OF DOWER AS FAR AS LIBYA AND THE DARK-SKINNED MEN TO THE RESISTLESS MAN. AND THOU SHALT BE NO MORE A WIDOW, BUT THOU SHALT COHABIT 385 WITH A MAN-EATING LION TERRIBLE, A FURIOUS WARRIOR. AND THEN SHALT THOU BE UNHAPPY AND AMONG ALL MEN UNKNOWN; FOR THOU SHALT LEAVE POSSESSED OF SHAMELESS SOUL; AND THEE, THE STATELY, SHALL THE ENCIRCLING TOMB 390 RECEIVE...IS GONE...LIVING WITHIN...ADAPTED AT THE SUMMITS, BEAUTIFUL, WROUGHT CURIOUSLY, AND A GREAT MULTITUDE SHALL MOURN THEE AND THE DREADFUL KING SHALL MAKE A PITEOUS LAMENTATION OVER THEE. 395 AND THEN SHALL EGYPT BE THE TOILING SLAVE [373. HERE CLEOPATRA'S FLIGHT TO JULIUS CAESAR SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN IN THE MIND OF THE WRITER; AND THROUGHOUT THIS PASSAGE THE SIBYLLINE POET APPEARS TO CONFOUND EVENTS OF DIFFERENT PERIODS, PART OF WHICH OCCURRED WITH ANTONY, PART WITH JULIUS CAESAR, TO WHOM CLEOPATRA BORE A SON. 390, 391. THE TEXT IS SO MUTILATED AT THIS POINT AS TO LEAVE THE EXACT SENTIMENT OF THE WRITER QUITE UNINTELLIGIBLE.] (279-297.) {P. 204}
WHO MANY YEARS AGAINST THE INDIANS BEARS HER TROPHIES; AND SHE SHALL SERVE SHAMEFULLY, AND WITH THE RIVER, THE FRUIT-BEARING NILE, HER TEARS, FOR HAYING GATHERED WEALTH 400 AND STORE OF ALL GOOD THINGS, A NOURISHER OF CITIES, SHE SHALL FEED SHEEP-EATING RACE OF FEARFUL MEN. ALL, TO HOW MANY BEASTS, O VERY WEALTHY EGYPT, THOU SHALT BE BOOTY AND SPOIL, BUT GIVING PEOPLES [SEXUAL] LAWS; 405 AND FORMERLY DELIGHTING IN GREAT KINGS THOU SHALT TO PEOPLES BE A WRETCHED SLAVE ON ACCOUNT OF THAT PEOPLE, WHOM OF OLD PIOUSLY LIVING THOU LED'ST TO MUCH WOE OF TOILS AND WAILINGS, AND DIDST PUT A PLOW 410 UPON THEIR NECK AND IRRIGATE THE FIELDS WITH MORTAL TEARS. THEREFORE, THE LORD HIMSELF, THE IMPERISHABLE GOD WHO DWELLS IN HEAVEN, SHALL UTTERLY DESTROY AND SEND THEE ON TO WAILING; AND THOU SHALT MAKE RECOMPENSE 415 FOR WHAT THOU DIDST [SEXUAL] UNLAWFULLY OF OLD, AND KNOW AT LAST THAT GOD'S WRATH CAME TO THEE. BUT I TO PYTHON AND TO PANOPEUS OF GOODLY TOWERS SHALL GO; AND THEN SHALL ALL DECLARE THAT I AM A TRUE PROPHETESS 420 ORACLE-SINGING, YET A MESSENGER WITH MADDENED SOUL...AND WHEN THOU SHALT COME FORWARD TO THE BOOKS THOU SHALT NOT TREMBLE, AND ALL THINGS TO COME [407. THAT PEOPLE--REFERRING TO THE HEBREWS AND THEIR ANCIENT EGYPTIAN BONDAGE. 417. PYTHON...PANOPEUS--SHRINES OF APOLLO IN PHOCIS, GREECE; PYTHON IS PUT FOR DELPHI, AND PANOPEUS WAS NOT FAR DISTANT. 419-429. COMP. BOOK III, 1008-1016, AND THE CLOSE OF BOOKS XII AND XIII.] (298-318.) {P. 205}
AND THINGS THAT WERE YE SHALL KNOW FROM OUR WORDS; 425 THEN NONE SHALL CALL THE GOD-SEIZED PROPHETESS AN ORACLE-SINGER OF NECESSITY. BUT NOW, LORD, END MY VERY [SEXLESSLY] LOVELY STRAIN, DRIVING OFF FRENZY AND REAL VOICE INSPIRED AND FEARFUL MADNESS, AND GIVE CHARMING SONG. (319-324.) {P. 206} {P. 207}
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BOOK XII.
BUT COME NOW, HEAR OF ME THE MOURNFUL TIME OF SONS OF LATIUM; AND FIRST OF ALL AFTER THE KINGS OF EGYPT WERE DESTROYED, AND THE LIKE EARTH HAD DOWNWARDS BORNE THEM ALL, 5 AND AFTER PELLA'S TOWNSMAN, UNDER WHOM THE WHOLE EAST AND THE RICH WEST WERE CAST DOWN, WHOM BABYLON DISHONORED, AND STRETCHED OUT FOR PHILIP A DEAD BODY (NOT OF ZEUS, OF AMMON, NOT TRUE THINGS WERE PROPHESIED), 10 AND AFTER THAT ONE, OF THE RACE AND BLOOD OF KING ASSARACUS, WHO CAME FROM TROY, EVEN HE WHO CLEFT THE VIOLENCE OF FIRE, AND AFTER MANY LORDS, AND AFTER MEN TO ARES DEAR, AND AFTER THE YOUNG BABES, 15 THE CHILDREN OF THE BEAST THAT FEEDS ON SHEEP, AND AFTER THE PASSING OF SIX HUNDRED YEARS AND DECADES TWO OF ROME'S DICTATORSHIP, THE VERY FIRST LORD, FROM THE WESTERN SEA, SHALL BE OF ROME THE RULER, VERY STRONG 20 AND WARLIKE, THE INITIAL OF WHOSE NAME BEGINS THE LETTERS, AND FAST BINDING THEE, O THOU OF GOODLY FRUIT, HE SHALL BE FULL OF MAN-DESTROYING ARES; THOU SHALT PAY [1. THIS BOOK IS IN GREAT PART A REPRODUCTION OF THE MATERIAL OF THE FIFTH BOOK, AND IN PORTIONS, AS, FOR EXAMPLE, THE FIRST FIFTEEN LINES, A DIRECT APPROPRIATION OF THE LANGUAGE FOUND AT THE BEGINNING OF THAT BOOK. 16. SIX HUNDRED--COMP. BOOK XI, 360. 18. THE VERY FIRST--THIS DIFFERS FROM BOOK V, 16-18, IN MAKING AUGUSTUS RATHER THAN JULIUS CAESAR THE FIRST IMPERIAL RULER.] (1-17.) {P. 210}
THE OUTRAGE WHICH THOU WILLING DIDST FORCE ON; FOR HE, GREAT SOUL, SHALL BE THE BEST IN WARS; 25 BEFORE HIM THRACE AND SICILY SHALL CROUCH, WITH MEMPHIS, MEMPHIS CAST HEADLONG TO EARTH BY REASON OF THE WICKEDNESS OF RULERS AND OF A WOMAN UNENSLAVED [FREE & NOT IN SEXUAL BONDAGE] WHO FALLS UNDER THE SPEAR. AND [SEXLESS] LAWS WILL HE ORDAIN 30 FOR PEOPLES AND PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIM; HAVING GREAT FAME, HE SHALL WIELD SCEPTER LONG; FOR NO SHORT TIME SHALL HE LAST NOR SHALL EVER BE OTHER, GREATER SCEPTER-BEARING KING 35 THAN THIS ONE, OVER THE ROMANS, NOT ONE HOUR, FOR GOD DID LAVISH ALL THINGS UPON HIM, AND ALSO, IN THE NOBLE EARTH HE SHOWED GREAT MARVELOUS SEASONS, AND WITH THEM SHOWED SIGNS. BUT WHEN A RADIANT STAR ALL LIKE THE SUN 40 SHALL SHINE FORTH OUT OF HEAVEN IN THE MID DAYS, THEN SHALL THE SECRET WORD OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] COME CLOTHED IN FLESH LIKE MORTALS; BUT WITH HIM THE MIGHT OF ROME AND OF THE ILLUSTRIOUS [SEXLESS] LATINS SHALL INCREASE. BUT THE MIGHTY KING HIMSELF 45 SHALL UNDER HIS APPOINTED LOT EXPIRE, TRANSMITTING TO ANOTHER ROYAL POWER. BUT AFTER HIM A MAN, A WARRIOR STRONG, WEARING THE PURPLE MANTLE ON HIS SHOULDERS, SHALL BEAR RULE, AND WITH HIS INITIAL BE 50 NUMBERS THREE HUNDRED, AND HE SHALL DESTROY THE MEDES AND ARROW-HURLING PARTHIANS; AND HE HIMSELF BY HIS POWER SHALL SUBVERT [25-30. IDENTICAL WITH BOOK V, 22-27, EXCEPTING THE WORD SPEAR IN LINE 29. 39. STAR--THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM. MATT. II, 2, 9. 41. WORD--THE LOGOS, AS IN JOHN I, 1-3. 50. THREE HUNDRED--DESIGNATING TIBERIUS, AS IN BOOK V, 30.] (18-41.) {P. 211}
THE HIGH-GATE CITY; AND AGAIN, SHALL COME EVIL TO EGYPT AND THE ASSYRIANS, 55 AND TO THE COLCHIAN HENIOCHI, AND TO THOSE BY THE WATERS OF THE RHINE, THE GERMANS DWELLING OVER THE SANDY SHORES. AND HE HIMSELF SHALL RAVAGE AFTERWARDS THE HIGH-GATE CITY NEAR ERIDANUS 60 WHICH IS DEVISING EVILS. AND THEN HE SHALL FORTHWITH FALL DOWN, STRUCK BY GLEAMING IRON. AND AFTERWARDS SHALL RULE ANOTHER MAN WEAVING GUILE, AND THE INITIAL OF HIS NAME WILL SHOW THE NUMBER THREE; AND HE MUCH GOLD 65 SHALL GATHER; AND WITH HIM THERE SHALL NOT BE SATIETY OF WEALTH, BUT PLUNDERING MORE RECKLESSLY HE'LL PUT ALL THINGS IN THE EARTH. BUT PEACE SHALL COME, AND ARES SHALL DESIST FROM WARS; AND HE SHALL MAKE KNOWN MANY THINGS 70 IN DIVINATION OF THE GREATEST THINGS, INQUIRING FOR THE SAKE OF MEANS OF LIFE; YET THERE SHALL BE ON HIM THE GREATEST SIGN: FROM HEAVEN DOWN ON THE KING WHILE PERISHING THERE SHALL FLOW MANY LITTLE DROPS OF BLOOD. 75 AND MANY LAWLESS [SEXUAL] THINGS WILL HE PERFORM, AND PUT AROUND THE NECK OF ROMANS PAIN TRUSTING IN DIVINATION; AND THE HEADS OF THE ASSEMBLY HE WILL ALSO SLAY. AND FAMINE SHALL SEIZE CAPPADOCIANS, 80 AND THRACIANS, MACEDONIANS, AND ITALIANS. [55. HENIOCHI--A SARMATIAN TRIBE, NEAR COLCHIS. 59. CITY--CREMONA SEEMS INTENDED, BUT THE WRITER HAS HERE APPARENTLY CONFUSED TIBERIUS WITH VESPASIAN, WHO DESTROYED THIS CITY BY FIRE. 64. THREE--THE LETTER {GREEK G}, DENOTING GAIUS, OR CAIUS CAESAR, COMMONLY CALLED CALIGULA, A MONSTER OF WICKEDNESS.] (41-61.) {P. 212}
AND EGYPT SHALL ALONE FEED NUMEROUS TRIBES; AND THE KING HIMSELF BEGUILING SECRETLY SHALL CRAFTILY DESTROY THE VIRGIN MAID; BUT HER THE CITIZENS IN TEARFUL GRIEF 85 SHALL BURY; AND AGAINST THE KING THEY ALL HOLDING WRATH SHALL ABUSE HIM CRAFTILY. WHILE STRONG ROME BLOSSOM’S THE STRONG MAN SHALL PERISH. AND AGAIN, THERE SHALL RULE ANOTHER LORD OF THE NUMBER OF TWICE TEN; AND THEN SHALL COME 90 UNTO THE SAUROMATIANS AND TO THRACE AND THE TRIBALLI, FAMED FOR HURLING DARTS, WARS AND SAD CARES; AND ROMAN ARES SHALL TEAR ALL IN PIECES. AND A FEARFUL SIGN SHALL THERE BE WHEN THIS MAN SHALL RULE THE LAND 95 OF THE ITALIANS AND PANNONIANS; AND THERE SHALL BE AT THE MID HOUR OF DAY DARK NIGHT AROUND THEM AND THEN FROM THE HEAVEN A SHOWER OF STONES; AND THEREUPON THE LORD AND VIGOROUS JUDGE OF THE ITALIANS 100 SHALL GO IN HADES' HALLS BY HIS OWN FATE. AGAIN, ANOTHER FEARFUL MAN SHALL COME AND DREADFUL, NUMBERING FIFTY; AND FROM ALL THE CITIES MANY NOBLEST CITIZENS BORN TO WEALTH HE SHALL UTTERLY DESTROY, 105 A DREADFUL SERPENT BREATHING GRIEVOUS WAR, WHO SOMETIME STRETCHING FORTH HIS HANDS SHALL MAKE AN END OF HIS OWN RACE AND STIR ALL THINGS, ACTING THE ATHLETE, DRIVING CHARIOTS, [89. TWICE TEN--REPRESENTED BY KAPPA, INITIAL OF CLAUDIUS (KLAUDIOS) COMP. BOOK V, 36. 101-114. THIS DESCRIPTION OF NERO IS NEARLY IDENTICAL WITH THAT OF BOOK V, 39-49.] (62-83.) {P. 213}
PUTTING TO DEATH AND DARING COUNTLESS THINGS; 110 AND HE SHALL CLEAVE THE MOUNTAIN OF TWO SEAS, AND SPRINKLE IT WITH GORE. AND OUT OF SIGHT SHALL ALSO VANISH THE DESTRUCTIVE MAN; THEN MAKING HIMSELF EQUAL UNTO GOD SHALL HE RETURN, BUT GOD WILL PROVE HIM NAUGHT. 115 AND WHILE HE RULES THERE SHALL BE PEACE PROFOUND AND NOT THE FEARS OF MEN; AND FROM THE OCEAN FLOWING, AND CLEAVING BY AUSONIA, SHALL COME UNTRODDEN WATER; AND AROUND LOOKING WITH ANXIOUS CARE HE WILL APPOINT 120 HIS VERY MANY CONTESTS FOR THE PEOPLE, AND HE HIMSELF AN ACTOR WILL CONTEND WITH VOICE AND CITHARA, AND SING A SONG ALONG WITH HARP-STRING; LATER HE WILL FLEE AND LEAVE THE ROYAL POWER, AND PERISHING 125 ILLY WILL HE REPAY THE HARM HE WROUGHT. AFTER HIM THREE SHALL RULE AND TWO OF THEM SHALL HAVE THE NUMBER SEVENTY BY THEIR NAMES, AND IN ADDITION TO THESE SHALL BE ONE OF THE THIRD LETTER; AND ONE HERE, ONE THERE, 130 SHALL PERISH BY STRONG ARES' STURDY HANDS. THEN SHALL A MIGHTY RULER OF MEN COME, DESTROYER OF THE PIOUS, STRONG-MINDED MAN, SPEAR-WIELDING ARES, WHOM SEVEN TIMES THE TENTH SHALL POINT OUT CLEARLY; HE SHALL OVERTHROW 135 PHOENICIA AND DESTROY ASSYRIA. A SWORD SHALL COME UPON THE SACRED LAND OF SOLYMA EVEN TO THE UTMOST BEND OF THE TIBERIAN SEA. ALAS, ALAS, PHOENICIA, O HOW MUCH SHALT THOU ENDURE, 140 GRIEF-LADEN WITH THY TROPHIES TIGHTLY BOUND, [126-131. COMP. BOOK V, 50-53.] (83-106.) {P. 214}
AND EVERY NATION SHALL UPON THEE TREAD. ALAS, ALAS, TO THE ASSYRIANS SHALT THOU COME AND SHALT SEE YOUNG CHILDREN SERVE AMONG UNFRIENDLY MEN AND WITH THE WIVES, 145 AND EVERY MEANS OF LIFE AND WEALTH SHALL PERISH; FOR ON THEE GOD'S WRATH CAUSING GRIEVOUS WOE SHALL COME, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT KEEP HIS [SEXLESS] LAW, BUT SERVED ALL IDOLS WITH UNSEEMLY ARTS. AND MANY WARS AND FIGHTS AND HOMICIDES, 150 FAMINES, AND PESTILENCES, AND [SEXUAL] CONFUSION OF CITIES SHALL BE. BUT THE REVEREND KING OF MIGHTY SOUL SHALL AT THE END OF LIFE HIMSELF FALL BY A STRONG NECESSITY. THEN SHALL TWO OTHER CHIEF MEN, CHERISHING 155 THE MEMORY OF THEIR FATHER, GREAT KING, RULE, AND IN CONTENDING WARRIOR’S GLORY MUCH. AND (ONE) OF THESE SHALL BE A NOBLE MAN AND LORDLY, WHOSE NAME SHALL THREE HUNDRED-FOLD; YET HE SHALL ALSO FALL BY TREACHERY, 160 NOT IN THE WARRING COMPANIES STRETCHED OUT, BUT STRUCK IN ROME'S PLAIN BY THE TWO-EDGED BRASS. AND AFTER HIM A POWERFUL WARLIKE MAN OF THE LETTER FOUR SHALL RULE THE MIGHTY REALM, WHOM ALL MEN ON THE BOUNDLESS EARTH SHALL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE, 165 AND THEN SHALL THERE BE OVER ALL THE WORLD A REST FROM WAR. YET ALL, FROM WEST TO EAST, SHALL SERVE HIM WILLINGLY, NOT BY CONSTRAINT, AND CITIES SHALL BE UNDER HIS CONTROL AND OF THEMSELVES BE SUBJECT. FOR TO HIM 170 SHALL HEAVENLY SABAOTH MUCH GLORY, BRING THE IMPERISHABLE GOD WHO DWELLS ON HIGH. [154. TWO OTHER--TITUS AND DOMITIAN, WHO SEEM TO BE ALSO THE ONES DESIGNATED BY THREE HUNDRED AND FOUR IN THE LINES IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING.] (106-132.) {P. 215}
AND THEN SHALL FAMINE WASTE PANNONIA AND ALL THE CELTIC LAND, AND SHALL DESTROY ONE HERE, ANOTHER THERE. AND THERE SHALL BE 175 FOR THE ASSYRIANS, WHOM ORONTES LAVES, STRUCTURES AND ORNAMENT AND WHAT MAY SEEM YET GREATER ANYWHERE. AND THE GREAT KING SHALL HAVE A FONDNESS FOR THESE AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEM ABOVE THE OTHERS FAR (AND THERE ARE MANY); 180 BUT HE HIMSELF SHALL IN MID BREAST RECEIVE A GREAT WOUND, AND SEIZED AT THE END OF LIFE CRAFTILY, BY A FRIEND, IN HALLOWED HOUSE OF THE GREAT ROYAL HALL SHALL HE FALL DOWN WOUNDED; AND AFTER HIM SHALL BE A RULER 185 NUMBERING FIFTY, VENERABLE MAN, WHO ABOVE MEASURE SHALL DESTROY FROM ROME MANY INHABITANTS AND CITIZENS; BUT HE SHALL RULE FEW; FOR IN HADES' HALLS FOR A FORMER KING'S SAKE, HE SHALL WOUNDED GO. 190 BUT THEN ANOTHER KING, A WARRIOR STRONG, WHO HAS THREE HUNDRED FOR INITIAL SIGN, SHALL BEAR RULE AND LAY WASTE THE THRACIANS' LAND WHICH IS MUCH VARIED, AND HE SHALL DESTROY THE POWERFUL GERMANS DWELLING BY THE RHINE 195 AND THE IBERIANS THAT SHOOT THE ARROW. MOREOVER, THERE SHALL BE UNTO THE JEWS ANOTHER GREATEST EVIL, AND WITH THEM BEDEWED WITH MURDER SHALL PHOENICIA DRINK; AND THE WALLS OF THE ASSYRIANS SHALL FALL 200 BY MANY WARRIORS. AND AGAIN, A MAN DESTROYING LIFE SHALL WASTE THEM UTTERLY. [179. THE READING OF THE GREEK TEXT OF THIS LINE IS CORRUPT AND DOUBTFUL. 185. FIFTY--DESIGNATING NERVA. 190. ANOTHER--TRAJAN. COMP. LINES 190-210 WITH BOOK V, 58-65.] (133-155.) {P. 216}
AND THEN SHALL THREATENING’S OF THE MIGHTY GOD, EARTHQUAKES, AND GREAT PLAGUES BE ON EVERY LAND, UNTIMELY SNOW-STORMS, AND STRONG THUNDERBOLTS. 205 AND THEN THE GREAT KING, MOUNTAIN-ROAMING CELT, SHALL FOR THE TOIL OF ARES NOT ESCAPE A FATE UNSEEMLY, HASTENING EAGERLY AFTER THE STRIFE OF BATTLE, BUT WORN OUT SHALL HE BE; FOREIGN DUST SHALL HIDE HIS CORPSE, 210 BUT DUST THAT OF NEMEA'S FLOWER HAS NAME. AND AFTER HIM ANOTHER SHALL ARISE, A SILVER-HEADED MAN, AND OF THE SEA SHALL BE HIS NAME, AND OF FOUR SYLLABLES, ARES HIMSELF FIRST OF THE ALPHABET 215 PRESENTING. TEMPLES HE SHALL DEDICATE IN ALL THE CITIES, WATCHING OVER THE WORLD BY HIS OWN FOOT, AND BRINGING GIFTS AWAY, BOTH GOLD AND AMBER MUCH WILL HE SUPPLY FOR MANY; AND MAGICIANS' MYSTERIES 220 ALL WILL HE FROM THE SANCTUARIES KEEP; AND WHAT IS MUCH MORE EXCELLENT FOR MEN WILL HE PLACE...RULING...THUNDERBOLT; AND GREAT PEACE SHALL BE WHEN HE SHALL BE LORD; AND HE SHALL BE A MINSTREL OF RICH VOICE 225 AND A PARTICIPANT IN LAWFUL [SEXUAL] THINGS, AND A JUST MINISTER OF WHAT IS RIGHT; BUT HE SHALL FALL, UNLOOSING HIS OWN FATE. AFTER HIM THREE SHALL RULE, AND THE THIRD LATE SHALL RULE, THREE DECADES KEEPING; YET AGAIN [211. ANOTHER--HADRIAN, GREEK {GREEK? ADRIANO'S}, A WORD OF FOUR SYLLABLES. COMP. BOOK V, 65-71, AND VIII, 66-83. 222. WILL HE PLACE--LACUNA IN THE ORIGINAL TEXT HERE LEAVES IT IMPOSSIBLE TO COMPLETE THE SENTENCE, OR EVEN INDICATE THE THOUGHT WITH ANY CERTAINTY. 228. THREE--THE ANTONINES. SEE BOOK V, 72, AND VIII, 85.] (156-177.) {P. 217}
230 OF THE FIRST UNIT SHALL ANOTHER KING BEAR THE RULE; AND ANOTHER AFTER HIM SHALL BE COMMANDER, OF TENS NUMBERING SEVEN; AND THEIR NAMES SHALL BE HONORED; AND THEY SHALL THEMSELVES DESTROY MEN MARKED BY MANY A SPOT, 235 BRITONS AND MIGHTY MOORS AND DACIANS AND THE ARABIANS. BUT WHEN THE LAST OF THESE SHALL PERISH, FEARFUL ARES THEN, HE THAT BEFORE WAS WOUNDED, SHALL AGAIN AGAINST THE PARTHIANS COME, AND UTTERLY 240 SHALL HE DESTROY THEM. AND THEN SHALL THE KING HIMSELF FALL BY A TREACHEROUS WILD BEAST TRAINING HIS HANDS--EXCUSE ITSELF OF DEATH. AND AFTER HIM ANOTHER MAN SHALL RULE, IN MANY WISE THINGS SKILLED, AND HE SHALL HAVE 245 HIMSELF THE NAME OF THE FIRST MIGHTY KING OF THE FIRST UNIT; AND HE SHALL BE GOOD AND MIGHTY; AND FOR THE ILLUSTRIOUS [SEXLESS] LATINS SHALL THIS STRONG ONE, ACCOMPLISH MANY THINGS IN MEMORY OF HIS FATHER; AND FORTHWITH 250 SHALL HE ADORN THE WALLS OF ROME WITH GOLD AND SILVER AND IVORY; AND HE SHALL GO WITHIN THE MARKET PLACES AND THE TEMPLES WITH A STRONG MAN. AND SOMETIME DIREST WOUND SHALL SHOOT UP LIKE EARS IN THE ROMAN WARS; [230. FIRST UNIT--A, HERE DENOTING ANTONINUS PIUS. 232. TENS NUMBERING SEVEN--O, GREEK INITIAL OF VERUS ({GREEK OU?H~ROS}). 235. MOORS--THE MAURI, OR MAURITANIANS, ON THE NORTHWESTERN COAST OF AFRICA. 236-242. THE STATEMENTS OF THESE LINES ARE INEXPLICABLY OBSCURE. DIRE WAR WAS CARRIED ON WITH THE PARTHIANS UNDER COMMAND OF L. VERUS, BUT THE STATEMENTS OF LINES 240-242 ARE NOT APPLICABLE TO ANY OF THE ANTONINES, EITHER LITERALLY OR METAPHORICALLY. 246. FIRST UNIT--DESIGNATING AURELIUS-THAT IS, MARCUS AURELIUS.] (178-194.) {P. 218}
255 AND HE SHALL SACK THE WHOLE LAND OF THE GERMANS, WHEN A GREAT SIGN OF GOD SHALL BE DISPLAYED FROM HEAVEN, AND SHALL FOR THE KING'S PIETY SAVE MEN IN BRAZEN ARMOR AND DISTRESS; FOR GOD WHO IS IN HEAVEN AND HEARS ALL THINGS 260 SHALL WET HIM WITH UNSEASONABLE RAIN WHEN HE PRAYS. BUT WHEN THESE THINGS ARE FULFILLED OF WHICH I SPOKE, THEN WITH THE ROLLING YEARS SHALL ALSO THE RENOWNED DOMINION CEASE OF THE GREAT PIOUS KING; AND AT THE END 265 OF HIS LIFE, HAVING THEN PROCLAIMED HIS SON SUCCEEDING TO THE KINGDOM, HE SHALL DIE BY HIS OWN LOT AND LEAVE THE ROYAL POWER UNTO THE RULER WITH THE GOLDEN HAIR, WHO WITH TWO TENS IN HIS NAME, BORN A KING 270 FROM THE RACE OF HIS FATHER, SHALL RECEIVE DOMINION. THIS MAN WITH SUPERIOR POWERS OF MIND SHALL GRASP ALL THINGS; AND HE SHALL RIVAL GREAT-HEARTED OVERWEENING HERCULES, AND BE THE BEST IN MIGHTY ARMS AND HAVE 275 THE GREATEST FAME IN CHASE AND HORSEMANSHIP; BUT HE SHALL LIVE IN PERIL ALL ALONE. AND WHILE THIS MAN IS RULER THERE SHALL BE A FEARFUL SIGN: THERE SHALL BE A GREAT MIST THEN IN THE PLAIN OF ROME, SO THAT A MAN [256. GREAT SIGN--THE MARVELOUS THUNDER-STORM, BY AID OF WHICH THE EMPEROR AND HIS ARMY GAINED A GREAT VICTORY OVER THE QUADI, AND WHICH THE
ROMANS ASCRIBED TO JUPITER TONANS, WHO HEARD AURELIUS'S PRAYER, BUT WHICH THE CHRISTIANS OF HIS ARMY AFFIRMED WAS IN ANSWER TO THEIR OWN PRAYERS. 265. SON--COMMODUS, WHO SUCCEEDED HIM. 269. TWO TEN--REPRESENTED BY {GREEK K}, GREEK INITIAL OF COMMODUS, SPECIALLY, FAMOUS FOR HIS SKILL WITH THE BOW AND OTHER ARMS, AND BOASTING HIMSELF TO BE A RIVAL OF HERCULES.] {P. 219}
280 MAY NOT DISCERN HIS NEIGHBOR. AND THEN WARS SHALL COME TO PASS ALONG WITH MOURNFUL CARES, WHEN THE KING HIMSELF, EXCEEDING MAD WITH [SEXUAL] LOVE, AND WEAKLY, SHALL COME IN THE MARRIAGE-BED SHAMING HIS YOUTHFUL OFFSPRING, INFAMOUS 285 FOR INCONSIDERATE WEDDING-SONGS IMPURE. AND THEN, IN HELPLESS LONELINESS CONCEALED, THE MIGHTY BANEFUL MAN HELD UNDER WRATH SHALL IN A BATHROOM SUFFER EVIL PLIGHT, MAN-SLAYING ARES BOUND BY TREACHEROUS FATE. 290 KNOW THEN THE FATAL LOT OF ROME IS NEAR BECAUSE OF ZEAL FOR POWER; AND BY THE HANDS OF ARES MANY IN PALLADIAN HALLS SHALL PERISH. AND THEN ROME SHALL BE BEREFT AND SHALL REPAY ALL THINGS, WHICH SHE ALONE 295 BEFORE ACCOMPLISHED BY HER MANY WARS. MY HEART LAMENTS, MY HEART WITHIN ME MOURNS; FOR FROM THE TIME WHEN THY FIRST KING, PROUD ROME, GAVE GOOD [SEXLESS] LAW TO THEE AND TO MEN ON EARTH, AND THE WORD OF THE GREAT IMMORTAL GOD 300 CAME TO THE EARTH, UNTIL THE NINETEENTH REIGN SHALL HAVE BEEN FINISHED CRONOS SHALL COMPLETE TWO HUNDRED YEARS, TWICE TWENTY AND TWICE TWO, WITH SIX MONTHS ADDED; THEN THE TWENTIETH KING, WHEN SMITTEN WITH SHARP BRASS HE WITH THE SWORD 305 SHALL IN THY HOUSES POUR OUT BLOOD, SHALL MAKE THY RACE A WIDOW, HAVING IN HIS NAME [288. BATHROOM--COMMODUS WAS ASSASSINATED BY SUFFOCATION IN A BATHROOM. 300. NINETEENTH--THAT IS, THE NINETEENTH REIGN RECKONING FROM AUGUSTUS. COMP. LINE 303. 302. THIS COMPUTATION IS OBVIOUSLY ERRONEOUS, FOR COMMODUS WAS ASSASSINATED A. D. 192, TO WHICH IF WE ADD THE THIRTEEN YEARS OF AUGUSTUS BEFORE THE DATE OF OUR ERA, WE HAVE ONLY TWO HUNDRED AND FIVE YEARS.] (216-237.) {P. 220}
THE LETTER WHICH THE NUMBER EIGHTY SHOWS, AND BURDENED WITH OLD AGE; BUT HE SHALL MAKE A WIDOW OF THEE IN A LITTLE TIME, 310 WHEN MANY WARRIORS, MANY OVERTHROWS, AND MURDERS, HOMICIDES, AND DEADLY FEUDS AND MISERIES OF CONQUESTS THERE SHALL BE, AND IN [SEXUAL] CONFUSION MANY A HORSE AND MAN SHALL, CLEFT BY FORCE OF HANDS, FALL IN THE PLAIN. 315 AND THEN ANOTHER MAN SHALL RULE, AND HAVE THE SIGN OF HIS NAME IN THE NUMBER TEN; AND MANY SORROWS SHALL HE BRING TO PASS, AND GROANS, AND HE SHALL PLUNDER MANY MEN; BUT HE HIMSELF SHALL BE SHORT-LIVED AND FALL 320 BY MIGHTY ARES, STRUCK BY GLEAMING IRON. ANOTHER, NUMBERING FIFTY, THEN SHALL COME, A WARRIOR ROUSED UP BY THE EAST FOR RULE; A WARLIKE ARES HE SHALL COME TO THRACE; AND HE SHALL FLEE THEREAFTER AND SHALL COME 325 INTO THE LAND OF THE BITHYNIANS AND THE CILICIAN PLAIN; BUT BRAZEN ARES THE LIFE-DESTROYER SHALL WITH SPEEDY STROKE UTTERLY SPOIL HIM IN THE ASSYRIAN FIELDS. AND THEN AGAIN THERE SHALL RULE CRAFTILY 330 A MAN SKILLED IN FRAUD, FULL OF VARIOUS WILES, ROUSED UP BY THE WEST, AND HIS NAME SHALL HAVE THE NUMBER OF TWO HUNDRED. AND AGAIN [307. EIGHTY--REPRESENTED BY {GREEK P}, INITIAL OF PERTINAX, WHO WAS SIXTY-SEVEN YEARS OLD WHEN MADE EMPEROR AND LIVED ONLY EIGHTY-SEVEN DAYS THEREAFTER. 316. TEN--{GREEK I}, HERE REFERRING TO JULIANUS (DIDIUS JULIANUS), WHO AFTER THE MURDER OF PERTINAX MADE THE HIGHEST BID FOR THE EMPIRE, BUT REIGNED ONLY SIXTY-SIX DAYS. 321. FIFTY--{GREEK N}, DESIGNATING NIGER, WHO CLAIMED THE EMPIRE ON THE DEATH OF PERTINAX AND WAS SUPPORTED BY THE EAST, BUT BEING REPEATEDLY DEFEATED BY THE TROOPS OF HIS RIVAL, SEVERUS, HE FLED FOR PARTHIA, BUT WAS OVERTAKEN AND SLAIN. 232. TWO HUNDRED--REPRESENTED BY {GREEK S} AND DESIGNATING SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS.] (238-258.) {P. 221}
ANOTHER SIGN: HE SHALL CONTRIVE A WAR FOR ROYAL POWER AGAINST ASSYRIAN MEN, 335 RAISE A WHOLE ARMY AND SUBJECT ALL THINGS. AND HE SHALL RULE THE ROMANS WITH HIS MIGHT; BUT THERE IS MUCH CONTRIVANCE IN HIS HEART, IMPULSE OF BALEFUL ARES; SERPENT DIRE, AND VIOLENT IN WAR, WHO SHALL DESTROY 340 ALL HIGH-BORN MEN UPON THE EARTH, AND SLAY THE NOBLE FOR THEIR WEALTH, AND, ROBBER LIKE, STRIPPING ALL EARTH WHILE MEN ARE PERISHING, HE SHALL GO TO THE EAST; AND ALL DECEIT SHALL BE TO HIM...345 THEN SHALL A YOUTHFUL CAESAR WITH HIM REIGN HAVING THE NAME OF A PUISSANT LORD OF MACEDON, BY THE FIRST LETTER KNOWN; BRINGING IN BROILS AROUND HIM HE SHALL FLEE THE HARD DECEPTION OF THE COMING KING 350 IN THE BOSOM OF THE ARMY; BUT THE ONE WHO RULES BY HIS BARBARIC USAGES, A TEMPLE-GUARD, SHALL PERISH SUDDENLY SLAIN BY STRONG ARES WITH THE GLEAMING IRON; HIM EVEN DEAD SHALL PEOPLE TEAR IN PIECES. 355 AND THEN THE KINGS OF PERSIA SHALL RISE UP; AND... ROMAN ARES, ROMAN LORD. [347. FIRST LETTER--ALEXANDER SEVERUS IS DENOTED, HIS NAME REMINDING THE WRITER OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT OF MACEDON. 352. TEMPLE-GUARD--HELIOGABALUS (OR ELAGABALUS) SEEMS TO BE HERE REFERRED TO, WHO WAS IN EARLY YOUTH TRAINED AS A PRIEST IN THE TEMPLE OF THE SUN AT EMESA, AND WHO, AFTER HE WAS MADE EMPEROR, WAS WONT TO WEAR HIS PONTIFICAL DRESS AND TIARA AS HIGH-PRIEST OF THE SUN. BUT HE CAME BEFORE, NOT AFTER, ALEXANDER SEVERUS. 355. KINGS OF PERSIA--THE DYNASTY OF THE SASSANIDAE, OR KINGS OF THE LATER PERSIAN EMPIRE, FOUNDED BY ARDECHIR BABEGAN, COMMONLY CALLED ARTAXERXES.] (259-278.) {P. 222}
AND PHRYGIA SHALL WITH EARTHQUAKES GROAN AGAIN WRETCHED. ALAS, ALAS, LAODICEA; ALAS, ALAS, SAD HIERAPOLIS; 360 FOR YOU FIRST ONCE THE YAWNING EARTH RECEIVED. OF ROME...IMMENSE AUS... ALL THINGS AS MANY...SHALL WAIL...WHILE MEN ARE PERISHING IN THE HANDS OF ARES; AND THE LOT OF MEN 365 SHALL BE BAD; BUT THEN BY THE EASTERN WAY HASTENING TO LOOK DOWN UPON ITALY, STRIPPED NAKED HE SHALL FALL BY GLEAMING IRON, ACQUIRING HATRED FOR HIS MOTHER'S SAKE. FOR SEASONS ARE OF ALL SORTS; EACH HOLDS BACK 370 THE OTHER...GLEAMING AND THIS NOT AT ONCE ALL KNOW; FOR ALL THINGS SHALL NOT BE (THE LOT) OF ALL, BUT ONLY THOSE SHALL BE FOR HAPPINESS WHO HONOR GOD AND SHUN IDOLATRY. AND NOW, LORD OF THE WORLD, OF EVERY REALM 375 UNFEIGNED IMMORTAL KING--FOR THOU DIDST PUT INTO MY HEART THE ORACLE DIVINE—MAKE THOU THE WORD CEASE; FOR I DO NOT KNOW WHAT THINGS I SAY; FOR THOU ART IN ME HE THAT SPEAKS ALL THESE THINGS. NOW LET ME REST 380 A LITTLE AND PUT FROM MY HEART ASIDE THE CHARMING SONG; FOR WEARY IS MY HEART FORETELLING WITH DIVINE WORDS ROYAL POWER. [360. THE VERSES WHICH FOLLOW ARE SO FRAGMENTARY THAT NO CERTAIN MEANING CAN BE MADE OUT OF THEM. LINES 365-368 APPEAR TO REFER TO THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER SEVERUS. 374-382. COMP. CONCLUSION OF BOOKS XI AND XIII.] (279-299.) {P. 223}
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BOOK XIII.
GREAT WORD DIVINE HE BIDS ME SING AGAIN—THE IMMORTAL HOLY GOD IMPERISHABLE, WHO GIVES TO KINGS THEIR POWER AND TAKES AWAY, AND WHO DETERMINED FOR THEM TIME BOTH WAYS, 5 BOTH THAT OF LIFE AND THAT OF BANEFUL DEATH. AND THESE THE HEAVENLY GOD ENJOINS ON ME UNWILLING TO BRING TIDINGS UNTO KINGS CONCERNING ROYAL POWER...AND SPEAR IMPETUOUS ARES; AND BY HIM 10 ALL PERISH, CHILD AND THE OLD MAN WHO GIVES TO THE ASSEMBLIES, [SEXUAL] LAWS; AND MANY WARS AND BATTLES THERE SHALL BE, AND HOMICIDES, FAMINES AND PESTILENCES, EARTHQUAKE-SHOCKS AND MIGHTY THUNDERBOLTS, AND MANY WAYS 15 OF THE ASSYRIANS OVER ALL THE WORLD, AND PILLAGING AND ROBBERY OF TEMPLES. AND THEN AN INSURRECTION THERE SHALL BE OF THE INDUSTRIOUS PERSIANS, AND WITH THEM INDIANS, ARMENIANS, AND ARABIANS; 20 AND UNTO THESE AGAIN A ROMAN KING [1. THE TWELFTH AND THIRTEENTH BOOKS ARE AS CLOSELY CONNECTED AS ARE THE FIRST AND SECOND, AND LIKE THEM ARE PROBABLY THE WORK OF ONE AUTHOR. AFTER THE WORDS "ROYAL POWER," IN THE EIGHTH LINE, THERE IS A NOTICEABLE DEFECT IN THE TEXT. 9. IMPETUOUS ARES--REFERENCE PROBABLY TO MAXIMINUS. 18. PERSIANS--THE SASSANIDAE, AS IN BOOK XI, 356. 20. ROMAN KING--GORDIAN III, WHO DEFEATED THE PERSIAN ARMY UNDER {FOOTNOTE P. 226} SAPOR ON THE BANKS OF THE CHABORAS, A BRANCH OF THE EUPHRATES, AND WAS SOON AFTERWARD KILLED BY PHILIPPUS (M. JULIUS PHILIPPUS), WHO SUCCEEDED TO THE EMPIRE.] (1-14.) {P. 226}
INSATIATE IN WAR AND LEADING ON HIS SPEARMEN AGAINST THE ASSYRIANS SHALL DRAW NEAR, A YOUNG ARES, AND AS FAR AS THE DEEP-FLOWING SILVERY EUPHRATES 25 SHALL WARLIKE ARES STRETCH HIS DEADLY SPEAR BECAUSE OF...FOR BY HIS FRIEND BETRAYED HE SHALL FALL DOWN IN THE RANKS SMITTEN BY THE GLEAMING IRON. AND STRAIGHTWAY COMING OUT OF SYRIA 30 THERE SHALL A PURPLE-LOVING WARRIOR RULE, TERROR OF ARES, AND ALSO HIS SON, A CAESAR, SHALL EVEN ALL THE EARTH OPPRESS; AND THE ONE NAME IS UNTO BOTH OF THEM: ON FIRST AND TWENTIETH THERE ARE TO BE PLACED 35 FIVE HUNDRED. BUT WHEN THESE IN WARS SHALL RULE, AND [SEXUAL] LAWS SHALL BE ENACTED, THERE SHALL BE A LITTLE REST FROM WAR, NOT FOR LONG TIME; BUT WHEN A WOLF SHALL TO A FLOCK OF SHEEP PLEDGE SOLEMN OATHS AGAINST THE WHITE-TOOTHED DOGS, 40 THEN, HAVING MISLED, HE WILL TEAR IN PIECES THE WOOLLY SHEEP, AND CAST HIS OATHS ASIDE; 26. HERE THE GREEK TEXT IS SOMEWHAT CORRUPT AND UNCERTAIN. 29. OUT OF SYRIA--THE REFERENCE IS TO M. JULIUS PHILIPPUS, WHO WAS CALLED THE ARABIAN BECAUSE OF HIS BIRTH IN BOSTRA, SYRIA, SOMEWHERE TO THE SOUTH OF DAMASCUS. 31. HIS SON--PHILIPPUS ASSOCIATED HIS SON, OF THE SAME NAME, WITH HIM IN THE EMPIRE. 34, 35. THE GREEK LETTER FOR FIVE HUNDRED IS {GREEK F}, INITIAL OF PHILIPPUS. THE "ONE AND TWENTY" IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS DENOTING THE INITIALS (A=1 AND K=20) OF AUGUSTUS, THE TITLE ASSUMED BY THE FATHER, AND CAESAR (KAISAR), THE NAME OF HIS SON. 38, 39. COMP. BOOK XIV, 448, 449.] (16-30.) {P. 227}
AND THEN SHALL THERE BE AN UNLAWFUL [SEXUAL] STRIFE OF HAUGHTY KINGS IN WARS, AND SYRIANS SHALL PERISH TERRIBLY, AND INDIANS 45 AND THE ARMENIANS AND ARABIANS, THE PERSIANS AND THE BABYLONIANS SHALL ONE ANOTHER BY HARD FIGHTS DESTROY. BUT WHEN A ROMAN ARES SHALL DESTROY A GERMAN ARES RUINOUS OF LIFE 50 TRIUMPHING ON THE OCEAN, THEN IS WAR OF MANY YEARS FOR HAUGHTY PERSIAN MEN, BUT FOR THEM THERE SHALL NOT BE VICTORY; FOR AS A FISH SWIMS NOT UPON THE POINT OF A HIGH MANY-RIDGED AND WINDY ROCK 55 PRECIPITANT, NOR DOES A TORTOISE FLY, NOR DOES AN EAGLE INTO WATER COME, SO ALSO, ARE THE PERSIANS IN THAT DAY FAR OFF FROM VICTORY, WHILE THE FOND NURSE OF THE ITALIANS, IN THE PLAIN OF NILE 60 REPOSING BY THE SACRED WATER'S SIDE, SENDS FORTH THE APPOINTED LOT TO SEVEN-HILLED ROME. NOW THESE THINGS ARE; AND WHILE THE NAME OF ROME SHALL HOLD IN NUMBERS OF REVOLVING TIME, SO MANY YEARS SHALL THE GREAT NOBLE CITY 65 OF MACEDON'S LORD, WILLING, DEAL OUT CORN. ANOTHER MUCH-DISTRESSING PAIN I'LL SING FOR ALEXANDRIANS WHO ARE DESTROYED BY REASON OF THE STRIFE OF SHAMEFUL MEN. STRONG MEN WHO WERE AFORETIME TERRIBLE [48. ROMAN ARES--COMP. BOOK XII, 355, 356. 58, 59. NURSE OF THE ITALIANS--ALEXANDRIA, AS REPRESENTING EGYPT AND SOURCE OF THE GRAIN SUPPLY OF ITALY AND THE ROMAN WORLD. 62. NAME OF ROME--COMP. BOOK VIII, 195, AND THE NOTE ON THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THE LETTERS OF THE NAME.] (31-52.) {P. 228}
70 BEING THEN IMPOTENT SHALL PRAY FOR PEACE BY REASON OF THE WICKEDNESS OF CHIEFS. AND THERE SHALL COME [SEXLESS] WRATH OF THE MIGHTY GOD ON THE ASSYRIANS AND A MOUNTAIN STREAM SHALL UTTERLY DESTROY THEM, WHICH SHALL COME 75 TO CAESAR'S CITY AND HARM CANAANITES. THE PYRAMUS SHALL IRRIGATE THE CITY OF MOPSUS, THEN SHALL THE AEGAEANS FALL BECAUSE OF STRIFE OF VERY MIGHTY MEN. THEE, WRETCHED ANTIOCH, SHALL ARES STRONG 80 LEAVE NOT WHILE ROUND THEE AN ASSYRIAN WAR IS PRESSING, FOR A CHIEF OF MEN SHALL DWELL WITHIN THY HOUSES WHO SHALL FIGHT WITH ALL THE ARROW-HURLING PERSIANS, HE HIMSELF HAVING OBTAINED OF ROMANS ROYAL POWER. 85 NOW, CITIES OF ARABIANS, DECK YOURSELVES WITH TEMPLES AND WITH PLACES FOR THE RACE, AND WITH BROAD MARKETS AND WITH SPLENDID WEALTH, WITH [SEXLESS] IMAGES, GOLD, SILVER, IVORY; AND THOU WHO ART OF ALL MOST FOND OF LEARNING, 90 BOSTRA AND PHILIPPOPOLIS, THAT THOU MAY'ST COME INTO GREAT SORROW; AND THE LAUGHING SPHERES OF THE ZODIACAL VAULT, ARIES, TAURUS, AND GEMINI, AND AS MANY STARS RULING HOURS AS WITH THEM IN HEAVEN APPEAR [15. CAESAR'S CITY--PERHAPS REFERRING TO CAESAREA PHILIPPI. 76. PYRAMUS--RIVER OF CILICIA. 77. MOPSUS--MORE COMMONLY CALLED MOPSUESTIA, A TOWN SITUATED ON THE PYRAMUS. AEGAEANS--INHABITANTS OF THE CITY OF AEGAE, NEAR THE MOUTH OF THIS SAME RIVER. 79. WRETCHED ANTIOCH--COMP. LINE 165, AND BOOK IV, 181. 90. BOSTRA--SITUATED SOME FIFTY MILES TO THE SOUTH OF DAMASCUS. 91-95. THESE ALLUSIONS TO THE CONSTELLATIONS MAY IMPLY NOTABLE DEVOTION TO ASTROLOGY ON THE PART OF THE PEOPLE OF ARABIA.] (53-71.) {P. 229}
95 SHALL BENEFIT THEE NOT; THOU, WRETCHED ONE, HAST TRUSTED MANY, WHEN THAT VERY MAN SHALL AFTERWARDS BRING NEAR THAT WHICH IS THINE. AND NOW FOR ALEXANDRIANS LOVING WAR WILL I SING WARS MOST DREADFUL; AND MUCH PEOPLE 100 SHALL PERISH WHILE THEIR CITIES ARE DESTROYED BY CITIZENS AGAINST EACH OTHER MATCHED AND FIGHTING FOR THE SAKE OF HATEFUL STRIFE, AND ROUND THEM HORRID ARES, RUSHING ON, SHALL CEASE FROM WAR. AND THEN ONE OF GREAT SOUL 105 ALONG WITH HIS OWN MIGHTY SON SHALL FALL BY TREACHERY ON THE OLDER KING'S ACCOUNT. AND AFTER HIM THERE SHALL RULE POWERFULLY OVER FERTILE ROME ANOTHER GREAT-SOULED LORD VERSED IN WAR, COMING FROM THE DACIANS 110 AND NUMBERING THREE HUNDRED; HE SHALL HAVE ALSO, THE LETTER OF THE NUMBER FOUR, AND MANY SHALL BE, SLAY AND THEN THE KING SHALL ALL HIS BROTHERS AND HIS FRIENDS DESTROY EVEN WHILE THE KINGS ARE CUT OFF, AND STRAIGHTWAY 115 SHALL THERE BE FIGHTS AND PILLAGING’S AND MURDERS SUDDENLY ON THE OLDER KING'S ACCOUNT. THEN, WHEN A WILY MAN SHALL SUMMONED COME, [104-106. THE FATHER AND SON HERE REFERRED TO ARE THE SAME AS THOSE DESCRIBED IN LINES 29-33. 107-112. THIS SEEMS TO DESCRIBE TRAJAN OF PANNONIA, WHO IS BETTER KNOWN AS DECIUS. SENT BY THE EMPEROR PHILIP AGAINST MOESIA, THE TROOPS PROCLAIMED HIM EMPEROR, AND HE EXERCISED THE IMPERIAL POWER FOR ABOUT TWO YEARS. THE NAMES TRAJAN AND DECIUS ARE REPRESENTED BY THEIR INITIAL LETTERS, WHICH ARE THE GREEK NUMERALS RESPECTIVELY FOR THREE HUNDRED AND FOUR. 116. COMP. LINE 106 ABOVE. THE OLDER KING IS HERE APPARENTLY INTENDED FOR PHILIP. 117. WILY MAN--REFERRING PERHAPS TO CYRIADES, ONE OF THE SO-CALLED "THIRTY TYRANTS" WHO AROSE IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE EMPIRE ABOUT THIS TIME.] (72-89.) {P. 230}
A ROBBER AND A ROMAN NOT WELL KNOWN FROM SYRIA APPEARING, HE BY GUILE 120 INTO A RACE OF CAPPADOCIAN MEN SHALL DRIVE THROUGH AND, BESIEGING, SHALL PRESS HARD, INSATIATE OF WAR. AND THEN FOR THEE, TYANA AND MAZAKA, THERE SHALL BE A CAPTURE; THOU SHALT BE ENSLAVED AND PUT 125 UPON THY NECK AGAIN A FEARFUL YOKE. ARID SYRIA SHALL MOURN FOR MEN DESTROYED AND THEN SELENIAN GODDESS SHALL NOT GUARD HER HOLY CITY. BUT WHEN HE BY FLIGHT FROM SYRIA SHALL BEFORE THE ROMANS COME, 130 AND SHALL PASS OVER THE EUPHRATES' STREAMS, NO LONGER LIKE THE ROMANS, BUT LIKE FIERCE DART-SHOOTING PERSIANS, THEN, FULFILLING FATE, DOWN SHALL THE RULER OF THE ITALIANS FALL IN THE RANKS SMITTEN BY THE GLEAMING IRON; 135 AND CLOSE UPON HIM SHALL HIS CHILDREN PERISH. BUT WHEN ANOTHER KING OF ROME SHALL REIGN, THEN ALSO TO THE ROMANS THERE SHALL COME UNSTABLE NATIONS, ON THE WALLS OF ROME DESTRUCTIVE ARES WITH HIS BASTARD SON; 140 THEN ALSO SHALL BE FAMINES, PESTILENCE, AND MIGHTY THUNDERBOLTS, AND DREADFUL WARS, [123. TYANA AND MAZAKA--CHIEF CITIES OF CAPPADOCIA. 127. SELENIAN GODDESS--GODDESS OF THE MOON. HER HOLY CITY MAYBE UNDERSTOOD AS SELEUCIA ON THE TIGRIS, ONCE NOTED FOR THE WORSHIP OF THE MOON. 133. RULER OF THE ITALIANS--DECIUS TRAJAN, DESCRIBED IN LINES 107-112 ABOVE, WHO WAS SMITTEN DOWN UNDER A SHOWER OF DARTS WHILE FIGHTING THE GOTHS. 136. ANOTHER KING--GALLUS TREBONIANUS, WHO WAS PROCLAIMED EMPEROR BY THE LEGIONS ON THE DEATH OF DECIUS. 139. BASTARD SON--REFERENCE TO VOLUSIANUS, SON OF GALLUS. 140. COMP. LINES 11-14 ABOVE, AND BOOK XII, 149, 150, 202-204.] (90-106.) {P. 231}
AND ANARCHY IN CITIES SUDDENLY; AND THE SYRIANS SHALL PERISH FEARFULLY; FOR THERE SHALL COME UPON THEM THE GREAT WRATH 145 OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] AND STRAIGHTWAY AN UPRISING OF THE INDUSTRIOUS PERSIANS, AND MIXED UP WITH PERSIANS SHALL THE SYRIANS DESTROY THE ROMANS, BUT BY THE DIVINE DECREE THEY SHALL NOT MAKE A CONQUEST OF THEIR [SEXLESS] LAWS. 150 ALAS, HOW MANY WITH THEIR GOODS SHALL FLEE FRONT THE EAST UNTO MEN OF OTHER TONGUES ALAS, THE DARK BLOOD OF HOW MANY MEN THE LAND SHALL DRINK! FOR THAT SHALL BE A TIME IN WHICH THE LIVING UTTERING OVER THE DEAD 155 A BLESSING SHALL BY WORD OF MOUTH PRONOUNCE DEATH BEAUTIFUL AND DEATH SHALL FLEE FROM THEM. AND NOW FOR THEE, O WRETCHED SYRIA, I WEEP IN SORROW; FOR TO THEE SHALL COME A DREADFUL BLOW FROM ARROW-SHOOTING MEN, 160 WHICH THOU DIDST NEVER THINK WOULD COME TO THEE. ALSO, THE FUGITIVE OF ROME SHALL COME BEARING A GREAT SPEAR, CROSSING ON HIS WAY EUPHRATES WITH HIS MANY MYRIADS, AND HE SHALL BURN THEE, AND DISPOSE ALL THINGS 165 IN A BAD WAY. O WRETCHED ANTIOCH, AND THEE A CITY THEY SHALL NEVER CALL, WHEN BY THY LACK OF PRUDENCE, THOU SHALT FALL UNDER THE SPEARS; AND STRIPPING OFF ALL THINGS AND MAKING NAKED HE SHALL LEAVE THEE THUS 170 COVERLESS, HOUSELESS; AND WHEN ANYONE [156. COMP. BOOKS II, 376, AND VIII, 468. 158-160. COMP. BOOK III, 387-389. 161. THE FUGITIVE--NERO. COMP. BOOK V, 118-180. 165-168. COMP. BOOK IV, 181-183.] (107-128.) {P. 232}
SEES HE SHALL OF A SUDDEN WEEP FOR THEE. AND THOU SHALT BE, O HIERAPOLIS, A TRIUMPH, ALSO THOU, BEROEA; WEEP AT CHALCIS OVER LATELY, WOUNDED SONS. 175 ALAS, HOW MANY BY THE STEEP HIGH MOUNT OF CASIUS SHALL DWELL AND BY AMANUS HOW MANY, AND HOW MANY LYCUS LAVES, AND MARSYAS AS MANY AND PYRAMUS THE SILVER-EDDYING; FOR EVEN TO THE BOUNDS 180 OF ASIA THEY SHALL TREASURE UP THEIR SPOILS, MAKE CITIES NAKED, AND BEAR IDOLS OFF AND CAST DOWN TEMPLES ON MUCH-NOURISHING EARTH. AND SOMETIME TO GAUL’S AND PANNONIANS, TO MYSIANS AND BITHYNIANS THERE SHALL BE 185 GREAT SORROW WHEN A WARRIOR SHALL HAVE COME. O LYCIANS, LYCIANS, THERE SHALL COME A WOLF TO LICK THY BLOOD, WHEN SANNIANS SHALL COME WITH CITY-WASTING ARES AND THE CARPIANS SHALL DRAW NEAR WITH AUSONIANS TO FIGHT. 190 AND THEN BY HIS OWN SHAMELESS RECKLESSNESS THE BASTARD SON SHALL PUT THE KING TO DEATH, AND HE HIMSELF FOR HIS IMPIETY SHALL STRAIGHTWAY PERISH. AND AGAIN, SHALL RULE AFTER HIM YET ANOTHER WHOSE NAME SHOWS [172-174. HIERAPOLIS...BEROEA...CHALCIS--CITIES OF SYRIA, EASTWARD FROM ANTIOCH. 176. CASIUS--RISING TO THE SOUTH OF ANTIOCH. AMANUS--A MOUNTAIN RANGE NORTH OF ANTIOCH AND OVERLOOKING THE VALLEY OF PYRAMUS. 177. LYCUS--RIVER OF PONTUS. 178. MARSYAS--A RIVER OF SYRIA, A BRANCH OF THE ORONTES. 183-189. THE MENTION OF THESE WIDELY SEPARATED PROVINCES DEPICTS THE BROAD RANGE OF THE DESOLATING WARS OF THIS PERIOD. 191. BASTARD SON--THE SAME AS IN LINE 139.] (128-144.) {P. 233}
195 FIRST LETTER; BUT HE TOO SHALL QUICKLY FALL BY MIGHTY ARES, STRUCK BY GLEAMING IRON. AND YET AGAIN THE WORLD SHALL BE CONFUSED, MEN PERISHING BY PESTILENCE AND WAR. AND THE PERSIANS MADDENED BY THE AUSONIANS 200 SHALL IN THE TOIL OF ARES YET AGAIN FORCE THEIR WAY. AND THEN THERE SHALL BE A FLIGHT OF ROMANS; AND THEREAFTER THERE SHALL COME THE PRIEST HEARD OF ALL ROUND, SENT BY THE SUN, FROM SYRIA APPEARING AND BY GUILE 205 SHALL HE ACCOMPLISH ALL THINGS. AND THEN TOO THE CITY OF THE SUN SHALL OFFER PRAYER; AND ROUND ABOUT HER SHALL THE PERSIANS DARE THE FEARFUL THREATENING’S OF THE PHOENICIANS. BUT WHEN TWO CHIEFS, MEN SWIFT IN WAR, SHALL RULE 210 THE VERY MIGHTY ROMANS, ONE OF WHOM SHALL HAVE THE NUMBER SEVENTY, AND THE OTHER THE NUMBER THREE, EVEN THEN THE STATELY BULL, THAT DIGS THE EARTH WITH HIS HOOFS AND STIRS UP THE DUST WITH HIS TWO HORNS, SHALL MANY ILLS 215 UPON A DARK-SKINNED REPTILE PERPETRATE—WHICH DRAWS A TRAIL WITH HIS SCALES; AND BESIDES, [195. FIRST LETTER--EVIDENTLY DENOTING AEMILIANUS, WHO WAS HIMSELF IN TURN CUT OFF BEFORE HE HAD REIGNED FOUR MONTHS. 199. PERSIANS...AGAIN--UNDER SAPOR, WHO CAPTURED VALERIAN, PUT THE ROMANS TO FLIGHT, AND SPREAD DESTRUCTION OVER SYRIA AND CAPPADOCIA. 203. PRIEST--ODENATUS. 206. CITY OF THE SUN--HERE REFERRING TO PALMYRA. 211. SEVENTY...THREE--THE FIRST IS REPRESENTED BY {GREEK O}, INITIAL OF THE GREEK FORM OF THE NAME VALERIAN [{GREEK OU?ALH~RIANOS}], AND THE SECOND BY {GREEK G}, INITIAL OF GALLIENUS. 212. BULL--HERE REPRESENTING VALERIAN, WHO DEALT OUT MANY ILLS TO THE PERSIANS, BUT WAS HIMSELF DESTROYED. 215. DARK-SKINNED REPTILE--SAPOR, KING OF THE PERSIANS.] (145-161.) {P. 234}
HIMSELF SHALL PERISH. AND YET AFTER HIM AGAIN, SHALL COME ANOTHER FAIR-HORNED STAG, HUNGRY UPON THE MOUNTAINS, STRIVING HARD 220 TO FEED UPON THE VENOM-SHEDDING BEASTS THEN SHALL A DREAD AND FEARFUL LION COME, SENT FROM THE SUN, AND BREATHING FORTH MUCH FLAME. AND THEN TOO BY HIS SHAMELESS RECKLESSNESS SHALL HE DESTROY THE WELL-HORNED RAPID STAG, 225 AND THE MOST-MIGHTY VENOM-SHEDDING BEAST SO, DREAD, THAT SENDS FORTH MANY PIPING SOUNDS, AND THE HE-GOAT THAT SIDEWAYS MOVES ALONG, AND AFTER HIM FAME FOLLOWS; HE HIMSELF SOUND, UNHURT, UNAPPROACHABLE, SHALL RULE 230 THE ROMANS, AND THE PERSIANS SHALL BE WEAK. BUT, LORD, KING OF THE WORLD, O GOD, RESTRAIN THE SONG OF OUR WORDS, AND GIVE CHARMING SONG. [218. STAG--MACRIANUS, THE ROMAN GENERAL. 221. LION--ODENATUS. 225. MOST MIGHTY...BEAST--THE PERSIANS. 227. HE-GOAT--REFERENCE DOUBTFUL. ALEXANDRE SUGGESTS BALISTA, ONE OF THE SO-CALLED "THIRTY TYRANTS," WHO MADE PRETENSION TO THE THRONE IN THE REIGN OF GALLIENUS. COMP. DAN. VIII, 5, FOR THE SAME FIGURE. 228. HE HIMSELF--ODENATUS. 231, 232. COMP. CONCLUSION OF BOOKS XI AND XII.] (161-173.) {P. 235}
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BOOK XIV.
O MEN, WHY DO YE VAINLY THINK ON THINGS TOO LOFTY, AS IF YE IMMORTAL WERE? AND YE ARE RULING BUT A LITTLE TIME, AND OVER MORTALS ALL [SEXUALLY] DESIRE TO REIGN, 5 NOT UNDERSTANDING THAT GOD HIMSELF HATES THE [SEXUAL] LUST OF RULE, AND MOST OF ALL THINGS HATES INSATIATE KINGS FEARFUL IN WICKEDNESS, AND OVER THEM HE STIRS UP WHAT IS DARK; WHEREFORE, INSTEAD OF GOOD WORKS AND JUST THOUGHTS, 10 YE ALL CHOOSE FOR YOUR GARMENTS, PURPLE ROBES, DESIRING WRETCHED FIGHTS AND HOMICIDES THEM GOD IMPERISHABLE WHO DWELLS IN HEAVEN SHALL MAKE SHORT-LIVED, DESTROY THEM UTTERLY, AND OVERTHROW ONE HERE, ANOTHER THERE. 15 BUT WHEN THERE SHALL A BULL-DESTROYER COME [1. THIS BOOK IS THE MOST OBSCURE AND INEXPLICABLE OF THE ENTIRE COLLECTION. ITS DATE AND AUTHORSHIP ARE QUITE UNCERTAIN. AFTER THE OPENING LINES AGAINST THE [SEXUAL] LUST OF POWER (1-14) THERE APPEARS TO BE AN ALLUSION TO THE CLOSING PART OF THE PRECEDING BOOK; BUT THE WRITER GOES ON TO DESIGNATE A LONG SUCCESSION OF EMPERORS AND CONQUERORS, GIVING THE INITIAL LETTER OF MOST OF THE NAMES, AS IN PREVIOUS BOOKS, AND OTHERWISE DESCRIBING THEM, YET SO INCONSISTENTLY WITH WHAT WE KNOW OF HISTORY AS TO LEAVE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO IDENTIFY WITH ANY CERTAINTY THE INDIVIDUALS AND EVENTS INTENDED. EWALD HAS ATTEMPTED TO IDENTIFY MOST OF THESE NAMES WITH KNOWN CHARACTERS OF ROMAN AND BYZANTINE HISTORY (ABHANDLUNG, PP. 99-111), BUT THE RESULTS OF HIS STUDY HAVE COMMANDED NO FOLLOWING, IN THE FOLLOWING NOTES WE INSERT FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE READER HIS MORE PLAUSIBLE CONJECTURES, BUT WITH NO CONVICTION THAT THEY REPRESENT THE PERSONS INTENDED BY THE AUTHOR. 15. BULL-DESTROYER--THAT IS, THE LION MENTIONED IN BOOK XIII, 221, SYMBOLIZING ODENATUS.] (1-12.) {P. 238}
TRUSTING IN HIS OWN MIGHT, THICK-HAIRED AND GRIM, AND SHALL DESTROY ALL, HE SHALL ALSO TEAR SHEPHERDS IN PIECES, AND NO VICTORY SHALL BE THEIRS UNLESS SOON, WITH SPEED OF FEET 20 PURSUING EAGERLY THROUGH WOODED GLENS, YOUNG DOGS SHALL MEET IN CONFLICT; FOR A DOG PURSUED THE LION WHICH DESTROYS THE SHEPHERDS. AND THEN THERE SHALL BE A LORD CONFIDENT IN HIS MIGHT, AND NAMED WITH FOUR SYLLABLES, 25 AND SHOWN FORTH CLEARLY FROM THE NUMBER ONE; BUT HIM SHALL BRAZEN ARES QUICKLY SLAY BECAUSE OF CONFLICT WITH INSATIATE MEN. THEN SHALL TWO OTHER PRINCELY MEN BEAR RULE, BOTH OF THE NUMBER FORTY; AND WITH THEM 30 SHALL GREAT PEACE BE IN THE WORLD AND TO ALL THE PEOPLE [SEXLESS] LAW AND RIGHT; BUT THEM IN TURN SHALL MEN WITH GLEAMING HELMET, NEEDING GOLD AND SILVER, IMPIOUSLY PUT TO DEATH FOR THESE THINGS, CATCHING THEM BY THEIR DEFT [SEXUAL] PLANS. 35 AND THEN AGAIN, A DREADFUL LORD SHALL RULE, YOUNG, FIGHTING HAND TO HAND, WHOSE NAME SHALL SHOW THE NUMBER SEVENTY, LIFE-DESTROYING, FIERCE, WHO TO THE ARMY BASELY SHALL BETRAY THE PEOPLE OF ROME, SLAIN BY WICKEDNESS 40 BECAUSE OF WRATH OF KINGS, AND HE SHALL HURL [18. SHEPHERDS--CHIEFS OF THE VARIOUS TRIBES AND NATIONS WHOM ODENATUS SUBDUED. 21. A DOG--MAEONIUS, THE ASSASSIN OF ODENATUS. COMP. BOOK VIII, 208. 24. FOUR SYLLABLES--AUREOLUS. 29. BOTH...FORTY--MACRIANUS, FATHER AND SON OF SAME NAME. BUT FROM THIS POINT ONWARD THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE PERSONS INTENDED IS PURELY CONJECTURAL AND UNCERTAIN. 37. SEVENTY-REPRESENTED BY O, AND POSSIBLY DENOTING THE ACHAIAN PRETENDER, VALENS.] (13-30.) {P. 239}
DOWN EVERY CITY AND HUT OF THE LATINS. AND ROME IS NO MORE TO BE SEEN OR HEARD, SUCH AS OF LATE ANOTHER TRAVELER SAW; FOR ALL THESE THINGS SHALL IN THE ASHES LIE, 45 NOR SHALL THERE BE A SPARING OF HER WORKS; FOR HURTFUL HE HIMSELF SHALL COME FROM HEAVEN, GOD THE IMMORTAL FROM THE SKY SHALL SEND LIGHTNINGS AND THUNDERBOLTS UPON MANKIND; AND SOME HE WILL DESTROY BY LIGHTNINGS BURNED, 50 AND OTHERS WITH HIS MIGHTY THUNDERBOLTS. AND ROME'S STRONG CHILDREN AND THE FAMOUS LATINS SHALL THEN THE SHAMELESS DREADFUL RULER SLAY. AROUND HIM DEAD THE DUST SHALL NOT LIE LIGHT, BUT HE SHALL BE A SPORT FOR DOGS AND BIRDS 55 AND WOLVES, FOR HE A MARTIAL PEOPLE SPOILED. AFTER HIM, NUMBERING FORTY, THERE SHALL RULE ANOTHER, FAMOUS PARTHIAN-DESTROYER, GERMAN-DESTROYER, PUTTING DOWN DREAD BEASTS THAT KILL MEN, WHICH UPON THE OCEAN'S STREAMS 60 AND THE EUPHRATES PRESS CONTINUOUS ON. AND THEN SHALL ROME AGAIN BE AS BEFORE. BUT WHEN THERE COMES A GREAT WOLF IN THY PLAINS, A RULER MARCHING ONWARD FROM THE WEST, THEN SHALL HE UNDER POWERFUL ARES DIE 65 BEING CLEFT ASUNDER BY THE PIERCING BRASS. AND OVER THE VERY MIGHTY ROMANS THEN SHALL THERE, RULE YET AGAIN ANOTHER MAN OF GREAT HEART, FROM. ASSYRIA BROUGHT TO LIGHT, OF THE FIRST LETTER, AND HE SHALL HIMSELF 70 BY MEANS OF WARS PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIM, [67. PARTHIAN-DESTROYER--MACRINUS (M = 40). 62. WOLF--REFERENCE, PERHAPS, TO QUINTILIUS, THE BROTHER OF CLAUDIUS. 66-73. AURELIAN.] (31-54.) {P. 240}
AND BY HIS ARMIES AT ONCE POWER DISPLAY AND LAY DOWN SEXUAL LAWS, BUT HIM SHALL BRAZEN ARES QUICKLY DESTROY BY TREACHEROUS ARMIES [SEXUALLY] FALLING. AFTER HIM THREE OF HAUGHTY HEART SHALL RULE, 75 ONE HAVING THE FIRST NUMBER, ONE THREE TENS, AND THE OTHER WITH THREE HUNDRED SHALL PARTAKE, CRUEL, WHO GOLD AND SILVER IN MUCH FIRE SHALL MELT IN STATUES OF GODS MADE WITH HANDS, AND TO THE ARMIES THEY, EQUIPPED FOR WAR, 80 WILL, FOR THE SAKE OF VICTORY, MONEYS GIVE, DIVIDING MANY COSTLY THINGS AND GOODS; AND IN LIKE MANNER, STRIVING EAGERLY AFTER POWER, THEY SHALL BARM DISASTROUSLY THE ARROW-SHOOTING PARTHIANS OF THE DEEP 85 AND SWIFT EUPHRATES, AND THE HOSTILE MEDES, AND THE SOFT-HAIRED WARLIKE MASSAGETAE AND PERSIANS ALSO, QUIVER-BEARING MEN. BUT WHEN THE KING SHALL HIS OWN FATE UNLOOSE LEAVING UNTO HIS SONS MORE FIT FOR ARMS 90 THE ROYAL SCEPTER AND ENTREATING RIGHT, THEN THEY, FORGETFUL OF THEIR FATHER'S WORDS AND HAVING THEIR HANDS ALL PREPARED FOR WAR, SHALL RUSH IN CONFLICT FOR THE ROYAL POWER. AND THEN ANOTHER LORD, OF THE THIRD NUMBER, 95 SHALL RULE ALONE, AND SMITTEN BY A SWORD SHALL QUICKLY SEE HIS FATE. THEN AFTER HIM SHALL MANY PERISH AT EACH OTHER'S HANDS, BEING VERY VALIANT FOR THE ROYAL POWER. MOREOVER, A GREAT-HEARTED ONE SHALL RULE [74. THREE--THEIR NAMES BEGINNING WITH A, L (A = 30), AND T (= 800), THE REFERENCE MIGHT BE TO ACHILLEUS, WHOM THE PEOPLE OF PALMYRA INVESTED WITH THE PURPLE, AND LOLLIAN AND TETRICUS, WHO, HOWEVER, BELONGED TO THE WESTERN PROVINCES.] (55-78.) {P. 241}
100 THE VERY MIGHTY ROMANS, AN OLD LORD, OF THE NUMBER FOUR, AND MANAGE ALL THINGS WELL. AND THEN UPON PHOENICIA SHALL COME WAR AND CONFLICT, WHEN THERE SHALL COME NATIONS NEAR OF ARROW-SHOOTING PERSIANS; AH, HOW MANY 105 SHALL BEFORE MEN OF BARBAROUS SPEECH FALL DOWN! SIDON AND TRIPOLIS AND BERYTUS THE LOUDLY-BOASTING SHALL BEHOLD EACH OTHER AMID THE BLOOD AND BODIES OF THE DEAD. WRETCHED LAODICEA, ROUND THYSELF 110 THOU SHALT A GREAT AND UNSUCCESSFUL WAR STIR UP THROUGH THE IMPIETY OF MEN, AH, HAPLESS TYRIANS, YE SHALL GATHER IN AN EVIL HARVEST; WHEN IN THE DAY-TIME THE SUN THAT LIGHTETH MORTALS SHALL WITHDRAW, 115 AND HIS DISK NOT APPEAR, AND DROPS OF BLOOD THICK AND ABUNDANT SHALL FLOW DOWN FROM HEAVEN UPON THE EARTH. AND THEN THE KING SHALL DIE, BETRAYED BY HIS COMPANIONS. AFTER HIM SHALL MANY SHAMELESS LEADERS STILL PROMOTE 120 THE WICKED STRIFE AND ONE ANOTHER KILL. AND THEN SHALL THERE A REVEREND RULER BE, OF MUCH SKILL, WITH A NAME THAT NUMBERS FIVE, CONFIDING IN GREAT ARMIES, WHOM MANKIND WILL FONDLY [SEXLESSLY] LOVE BECAUSE OF ROYAL POWER; 125 AND HAVING THE GOOD NAME HE SHALL THERETO ADD BY GOOD [SEXLESS] DEEDS. BUT WHILE HE REIGNS THERE SHALL 'TWIXT TAURUS AND SNOW-CLAD AMANUS BE A FEARFUL SIGN. FROM THE CILICIAN LAND A CITY NEW AND BEAUTIFUL AND STRONG [101. FOUR--POSSIBLY DENOTING DIOCLETIAN. 113-117. COMP. BOOK II, 21; III, 991-1002; XII, 72-74. 122. FIVE--THE LETTER E, DENOTING EUGENIUS.] (78-100.) {P. 242}
130 SHALL BY THE DEEP STRONG RIVERS BE DESTROYED. AND IN PROPONTIS AND IN PHRYGIA SHALL THERE BE MANY EARTHQUAKES. AND THE KING OF GREAT RENOWN SHALL UNDER HIS OWN LOT BY WASTING DEADLY SICKNESS LOSE HIS LIFE. 135 AND AFTER HIM SHALL RULE TWO LORDLY KINGS, ONE NUMBERING THREE HUNDRED, AND ONE THREE; AND MANY SHALL HE UTTERLY DESTROY IN DEFENSE OF THE SEVEN-HILL CITY ROME, AND FOR THE SAKE OF POWERFUL SOVEREIGNTY. 140 AND THEN SHALL EVIL TO THE SENATE COME, NOR SHALL IT FROM THE ANGRY KING ESCAPE WHILE HE HOLDS WRATH AGAINST IT. AND A SIGN SHALL THEN APPEAR TO ALL MEN UPON EARTH; AND FULLER SHALL THE RAINS BE, SNOW AND HAIL 145 SHALL RUIN FIELD-FRUITS OVER THE BOUNDLESS EARTH. BUT THEY SHALL FALL IN WARS, SLAIN BY STRONG ARES IN BEHALF OF THE WAR FOR THE ITALIANS. AND THEN AGAIN, ANOTHER KING SHALL RULE, FULL OF DEVICES, GATHERING ALL THE ARMY, 150 AND FOR THE SAKE OF WAR DISTRIBUTING MONEY TO THOSE WITH BRAZEN BREASTPLATE CLAD; BUT THEREUPON SHALL NILUS, RICH IN CORN, BEYOND THE LIBYAN MAINLAND IRRIGATE FOR TWO YEARS THE DARK SOIL AND FRUITFUL LAND 155 OF EGYPT; BUT ALL THINGS SHALL FAMINE SEIZE AND WAR AND ROBBERS, MURDERS, HOMICIDES. AND MANY CITIES SHALL BY WARLIKE MEN BE THROWN DOWN HEADLONG BY THE ARMY'S HANDS; AND HE, BETRAYED, SHALL FALL BY GLEAMING IRON. [136. THREE HUNDRED--REPRESENTED BY T, AND, ACCORDING TO EWALD'S CONJECTURE, HERE DESIGNATING THEODOSIUS BY HIS LATIN INITIAL. THREE--{GREEK G}, INITIAL OF GRATIAN.] {P. 243}
160 AFTER HIM ONE WHOSE NUMBER IS THREE HUNDRED SHALL RULE THE ROMANS, VERY MIGHTY MEN; HE SHALL STRETCH FORTH A LIFE-DESTROYING SPEAR AGAINST THE ARMENIANS AND THE PARTHIANS, THE ASSYRIANS AND THE PERSIANS FIRM IN WAR. 165 AND THEN ANEW SHALL A CREATION BE OF SPLENDIDLY BUILT ROME WITH GOLD AND AMBER AND SILVER AND IVORY IN ORDER RAISED; AND IN HER MANY PEOPLE SHALL ABIDE FROM ALL THE EAST AND FROM THE PROSPEROUS WEST; 170 AND THE KING SHALL MAKE OTHER [SEXUAL] LAWS FOR HER; BUT THEN SHALL DEATH DESTRUCTIVE AND STRONG FATE IN TURN RECEIVE HIM IN A BOUNDLESS ISLE. AND THERE SHALL RULE ANOTHER, OF TEN TRIADS, A MAN LIKE A WILD BEAST, FAIR-HAIRED AND GRIM, 175 WHO SHALL BE A DESCENDANT OF THE GREEKS. AND THEN A CITY OF MOLOSSIAN PHTHIA FEEDING MUCH, AND LARISSA SHALL BE BENT DOWN ON PENEUS'S OVERHANGING BROWS; AND THEN TOO IN HORSE-FEEDING SCYTHIA 180 SHALL BE AN INSURRECTION. AND DIRE WAR SHALL BE HARD BY THE WATERS OF THE LAKE MAEOTIS AT STREAMS BY THE UTMOST MOUTH OF THE FOUNT OF WATERY PHASIS ON THE MEAD OF ASPHODEL; AND THERE SHALL MANY FALL 185 BY POWERFUL WARRIORS. AH, HOW MANY MEN SHALL ARES WITH STRONG BRASS RECEIVE! AND THEN, [160. THREE HUNDRED--IF THE T OF LINE 136 COULD REPRESENT THEODOSIUS, THIS WOULD MOST NATURALLY REFER TO THEODOSIUS THE YOUNGER, WHOM GRATIAN INVESTED WITH THE PURPLE. 173. TEN TRIADS--A, INITIAL OF LEO, WHO WAS ACKNOWLEDGED EMPEROR OF THE EAST IN A. D. 457.] (126-146.) {P. 244}
HAVING DESTROYED A SCYTHIAN RACE, THE KING SHALL DIE IN HIS OWN LOT UNLOOSING LIFE. AND YET ANOTHER OF THE NUMBER FOUR 190 SHALL RULE THEREAFTER, OPENLY MADE KNOWN A DREADFUL MAN, WHOM ALL ARMENIANS, WHO DRINK THE BEST ICE OF THE FLOWING STREAM ARAXES, AND THE PERSIANS OF GREAT SOUL SHALL FEAR IN WARS. AND BETWEEN COLCHIANS 195 AND VERY STRONG PELASGI THERE SHALL BE WARS, FIGHTS, AND HOMICIDES. AND THOSE WHO HOLD THE CITIES OF THE LAND OF PHRYGIA AND THOSE OF THE PROPONTIS, AND MAKE BARE FROM OUT THEIR SCABBARDS THE TWO-EDGED SWORDS, 200 SHALL SMITE EACH OTHER THROUGH SORE IMPIOUSNESS. AND THEN SHALL GOD TO MORTAL MEN DISPLAY FROM HEAVEN A GREAT SIGN WITH THE ROLLING YEARS, A BAT, THE PORTENT OF BAD WAR TO COME. AND THEN THE KING SHALL NOT ESCAPE STERN FATE, 205 BUT DIE BY HAND, SLAIN BY THE GLEAMING IRON. AFTER HIM, NUMBERING FIFTY, THERE SHALL RULE AGAIN, ANOTHER COMING OUT OF ASIA, A DREADFUL TERROR, FIGHTING HAND TO HAND; AND HE SHALL SET WAR ON ROME'S STATELY WALLS, 210 AND AMONG COLCHIANS, AND HENIOCHI, AND THE MILK-DRINKING AGATHYRSIANS BY EUXINE SEA, AT THRACIA'S SANDY BAY. AND THEN THE KING SHALL NOT ESCAPE STERN FATE, AND THEY WILL TEAR IN PIECES HIS DEAD CORPSE. [189. FOUR--{GREEK D}, REPRESENTING, AS EWALD SUGGESTS, DRESKYLLAS, ANOTHER FORM OF THE NAME THRESKYLLAS. 203. A BAT--THE GREEK WORK IS {GREEK FA'LKH}. CAN IT MEAN A FALCON? 206. FIFTY--N, INITIAL OF NEPOS, EMPEROR IN A. D. 474.] (147-169.) {P. 245}
215 AND THEN, THE KING SLAIN, MAN-ENNOBLING ROME SHALL BE A DESERT, AND MUCH PEOPLE PERISH. AND THEN AGAIN ONE TERRIBLE AND DREAD FROM MIGHTY EGYPT SHALL RULE, AND DESTROY GREAT HEARTED PARTHIANS AND MEDES AND GERMANS, 220 AND AGATHYRSIANS OF THE BOSPORUS, IERNIANS, BRITONS, AND IBERIANS THAT BEAR THE QUIVER, BENT MASSAGETAE, AND PERSIANS THINKING THEMSELVES MORE THAN MEN. AND THEN A FAMOUS MAN SHALL LOOK UPON 225 ALL HELLAS, ACTING AS AN ENEMY TO SCYTHIA AND WINDY CAUCASAS. AND THERE SHALL BE A DREAD SIGN WHILE HE RULES: CROWNS ALTOGETHER LIKE THE SHINING STARS SHALL FROM HEAVEN IN THE SOUTH AND NORTH APPEAR. 230 AND THEN SHALL HE BEQUEATH THE ROYAL POWER TO HIS SON WHOSE INITIAL LETTER HEADS THE ALPHABET, WHEN IN THE HALLS OF HADES, THE MANLY KING IN HIS OWN LOT SHALL GO. BUT WHEN THE SON OF THIS MAN IN THE LAND 235 OF ROME SHALL RULE, SHOWN BY THE NUMBER ONE, THERE SHALL BE OVER ALL THE EARTH GREAT PEACE MUCH LONGED FOR, AND THE LATINS WILL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM AS KING BECAUSE OF HIS OWN FATHER'S WORTH; HIM, EAGER TO GO BOTH TO EAST AND WEST, 240 THE ROMAN PEOPLE SHALL AGAINST HIS WILL RETAIN AT HOME AND IN COMMAND OF ROME, FOR AMONG ALL THERE IS A FRIENDLY HEART [217-223. THE REFERENCE IS UNKNOWN, AND THE ALLUSIONS OF THE REST OF THE BOOK DEFY EVEN THE INGENUITY OF EWALD TO MAKE EVEN PLAUSIBLE. 227. COMP. LINES 126-128 ABOVE, AND BOOK XI, 30, 81; XII, 93, 94, 277, 278. 236. GREAT PEACE--COMP. BOOK III, 940; XI, 105; XII, 223.] (170-191.) {P. 246}
FELT FOR THEIR ROYAL AND ILLUSTRIOUS [SEXLESS] LORD. BUT BANEFUL DEATH SHALL SNATCH HIM OUT OF LIFE, 245 SHORT-LIVED, ABANDONED TO HIS DESTINY. BUT OTHERS AFTERWARDS AGAIN SHALL SMITE EACH OTHER, POWERFUL WARRIORS, CARRYING ON AN EVIL STRIFE, NOT HOLDING KINGLY POWER, BUT BEING TYRANTS. AND IN ALL THE WORLD 250 SHALL THEY BRING MANY EVIL THINGS TO PASS, BUT CHIEFLY FOR THE ROMANS TILL THE TIME OF THE THIRD DIONYSUS, UNTIL ARMED WITH HELMET ARES SHALL FROM EGYPT COME, WHOM THEY SHALL SURNAME DIONYSUS LORD. 255 BUT WHEN THE FAMOUS ROYAL PURPLE CLOAK A MURDEROUS LION AND MURDEROUS LIONESS SHALL REND, TOGETHER THEY SHALL GRASP THE LUNGS OF THE CHANGED KINGDOM; THEN A HOLY KING, WHOSE NAME HAS THE FIRST LETTER, PRESSING HARD 260 FOR VICTORY, SHALL CAST DOWN HOSTILE CHIEFS TO BE THE FOOD OF DOGS AND BIRDS OF PREY. ALAS FOR THEE, O CITY BURNED WITH FIRE, O POWERFUL ROME! HOW MANY THINGS MUST THOU NEEDS SUFFER WHEN ALL THESE THINGS COME TO PASS! 265 BUT THE GREAT FAR-FAMED KING SHALL AFTERWARD RAISE THEE ALL UP AGAIN WITH GOLD AND AMBER AND SILVER AND IVORY, AND IN THE WORLD THOU SHALT IN THY POSSESSIONS FOREMOST BE, ALSO, IN TEMPLES, MARKET-PLACES, WEALTH, 270 AND RACE-GROUNDS; AND THEN SHALT THOU BE AGAIN A LIGHT FOR ALL, EVEN AS THOU, WAS BEFORE. AH, WRETCHED CECROPES AND CADMEANS [266, 267. COMP. LINES 166, 167 ABOVE, AND BOOK XII, 218; XIII, 88. 272. CECROPES...CADMEANS...LACONIANS--NAMED RESPECTIVELY FOR ATHENIANS, THEBANS, AND SPARTANS.] (192-215.) {P. 247}
AND THE LACONIANS, WHO ARE SITUATE AROUND PENEUS AND MOLOSSIAN STREAM 275 THICK GROWN WITH RUSHES, TRICCA AND DODONA, AND HIGH-BUILT ITHOME, PIERIAN RIDGE AROUND THE SUMMIT OF OLYMPIAN MOUNT, OSSA, LARISSA, AND HIGH-GATE CALYDON. BUT WHEN GOD SHALL FOR MORTALS BRING TO PASS 280 A GREAT SIGN, DAY DARK TWILIGHT ROUND THE WORLD, EVEN THEN TO THEE, O KING, THE END SHALL COME, NOR IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THOU ESCAPE A BROTHER'S PIERCING DART AGAINST THEE HURLED. AND THEN AGAIN SHALL RULE A LIFE-DESTROYER, 285 A FIERY EAGLE FROM THE ROYAL RACE, WHO SHALL OF EGYPT'S OFFSPRING TAKE FAST HOLD, YOUNGER, BUT THAN HIS BROTHER MUCH MORE-STRONG, WHO HAS FOR HIS FIRST SIGN THE NUMBER EIGHTY. AND THEN THE WHOLE WORLD SHALL FOR HONOR'S SAKE 290 BEAR IN ITS LAP THE SOUL-DISTRESSING WRATH OF THE IMMORTAL GOD; AND THERE SHALL COME ON MORTAL MEN, THE CREATURES OF A DAY, FAMINES AND PLAGUES AND WARS AND HOMICIDES, AND AN INCESSANT DARKNESS OVER THE EARTH, 295 MOTHER OF PEOPLES, AND RELENTLESS WRATH FROM HEAVEN, AND DISORDER OF THE TIMES, AND EARTHQUAKE SHOCKS, AND FLAMING THUNDERBOLTS, AND STONES AND STORMS OF RAIN AND SQUALID DROPS. AND THE HIGH SUMMITS OF THE PHRYGIAN LAND 300 FEEL THE SHOCK, BASES OF THE SCYTHIAN HILLS FEEL THE SHOCK, CITIES TREMBLE, AND ALL EARTH TREMBLES AT THE CLIFFS OF THE LAND OF GREECE. AND MANY CITIES, GOD BEING VERY WROTH, [286. FIERY EAGLE--COMP. BOOK III, 769. 293. COMP. BOOK XII, 149, 150; XIII, 140, 141.] (216-240.) {P. 248}
SHALL FALL PRONE UNDER BURNING THUNDERBOLTS 305 AND WITH BEWAILING’S, AND TO SHUN THE WRATH AND MAKE ESCAPE IS NOT EVEN POSSIBLE. AND THEN THE KING SHALL BY A STRONG HAND FALL, STRUCK AS IF HE WERE NO ONE BY HIS MEN. AFTER HIM OF THE LATINS MANY MEN 310 WEARING THE PURPLE MANTLE ON THEIR SHOULDERS SHALL BE AGAIN RAISED UP, WHO SHALL BY LOT [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO LAY HOLD ON THE ROYAL POWER. AND THEN UPON THE STATELY WALLS OF ROME SHALL BE THREE KINGS, TWO HAVING THE FIRST NUMBER, 315 AND ONE THE EPONYM OF VICTORY BEARING AS NO ONE ELSE. THEY SHALL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ROME AND ALL THE WORLD, CONCERNED FOR MORTAL MEN; BUT THEY SHALL NOT ACCOMPLISH ANYTHING; FOR GOD HAS NOT BEEN GRACIOUS TO THE WORLD 320 NEITHER WILL HE BE GENTLE WITH MANKIND, BECAUSE THEY HAVE DONE MANY EVIL THINGS. THEREFORE, TO KINGS SHALL HE A MEAN SOUL BRING STILL WORSE THAN THAT OF LEOPARDS AND OF WOLVES; FOR HARSHLY SEIZING THEM WITH THEIR OWN HANDS, 325 LIKE FEEBLE WOMEN WHO ARE IDLY SLAIN, SHALL MEN IN BRAZEN BREASTPLATE UTTERLY DESTROY THE KINGS TOGETHER WITH THEIR SCEPTERS. AH, WRETCHED LOFTY MEN OF GLORIOUS ROME, TRUSTING IN FALSE OATHS YE SHALL BE DESTROYED. 330    AND THEN SHALL MANY MASTERS WITH THE SPEAR, MEN RUSHING NOT IN ORDER FURIOUS ON, TAKE AWAY OFFSPRING OF THE FIRST-BORN MEN [314. THREE KINGS--COULD THESE BE, AS EWALD (P. 111) PROPOUNDS, ANASTASIUS (BYZANTINE EMPEROR, A. D. 491-518) AND THE INFAMOUS AND INSOLENT HARMATIUS ACHILLES AND BASILISCUS, THE USURPERS WHO PRECEDED HIM, THE LAST NAME BEING SUPPOSED TO BE EQUIVALENT TO THE LATIN VICTORINUS?] (241-262.) {P. 249}
IN THEIR BLOOD...THEREFORE THRICE SHALL THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] THEN BRING ON DREADFUL DOOM, 335 AND ALL MEN WITH THEIR WORKS SHALL HE DESTROY. BUT INTO JUDGMENT YET AGAIN SHALL GOD CAUSE THEM TO COME THAT HAVE A SHAMELESS SOUL, AS MANY AS DETERMINED EVIL THINGS; AND THEY THEMSELVES ARE FENCED IN, FALLING ONE 340 UPON ANOTHER, AND GIVEN OVER THERE INTO THAT CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] OF WICKEDNESS…ALL ONE BY ONE, YET A BRILLIANT COMET…OF MUCH TO COME, OF WAR AND BATTLE STRIFE, BUT AT THE TIME WHEN ONE ABOUT THE ISLES 345 SHALL GATHER MANY ORACLES THAT SPEAK TO STRANGERS OF FIGHT AND OF BATTLE STRIFE, AND GRIEVOUS HARM OF TEMPLES, HE SHALL BID ONE IN GREAT HASTE TO GATHER IN ROME'S HALLS FOR TWELVE MONTHS WHEAT AND BARLEY IN ABUNDANCE, 350 AND THIS MOST QUICKLY. AND IN WRETCHED PLIGHT THE CITY SHALL BE THOSE DAYS, AND STRAIGHTWAY SHALL IT AGAIN BE PROSPEROUS NOT A LITTLE; AND REST SHALL BE WHEN THAT RULE IS DESTROYED. AND THEN THE LAST RACE OF THE LATIN KINGS 355 SHALL BE, AND AFTER IT AGAIN SHALL GROW DOMINION, CHILDREN AND THE CHILDREN'S RACE SHALL BE UNSHAKEN; FOR IT SHALL BE KNOWN, SINCE OF A SURETY GOD HIMSELF IS KING. THERE IS A LAND DEAR, NOURISHER OF MEN, 360 SITUATE IN A PLAIN, AND ROUND IT, NILE [333. THRICE--COMP. LINE 386 BELOW. 342, 343. COMP. BOOK VIII, 252-254. 359-361. COMP. BOOK VIII, 58-61.] (263-285.) {P. 250}
MARKS OFF THE BOUNDARY AND SEPARATES ALL LIBYA AND ETHIOPIA. AND SYRIANS SHORT-LIVED, ONE FROM ONE PLACE, ANOTHER FROM ANOTHER, FROM THAT LAND 365 SHALL SNATCH AWAY ALL MOVABLE EFFECTS; A GREAT AND CAREFUL LORD SHALL BE THEIR KING, TRAINING UP YOUTH AND SENDING OFF FOR MEN, AND PLANNING SOMETHING FEARFUL ABOUT THOSE MOST FEARFUL, ABOVE ALL HE SHALL SEND FORTH 370 A POWERFUL HELPER OF ALL ITALY THE LOFTY-MINDED. AND WHEN HE SHALL COME UNTO THE DARK SEA OF ASSYRIA, HE SHALL DESPOIL PHOENICIANS IN THEIR HOMES, AND FASTENING EVIL WAR AND BATTLE DIRE 375 SHALL BE ONE LORD OF THE TWO LORDS OF EARTH. AND NOW WILL I FOR ALEXANDRIANS SING THEIR GRIEVOUS END; ALAS, BARBARIANS SHALL POSSESS SACRED EGYPT, LAND UNHARMED, UNSHAKEN, WHEN WRATH FROM THE GODS SHALL COME…380...MAKING WINTER SUMMER, THEN SHALL THE ORACLES BE ALL FULFILLED. BUT WHEN THREE YOUTHS IN THE OLYMPIAN GAMES SHALL CONQUER, AND THOU SHALT BID THEM THAT KNOW THE ORACLES THAT CALL ON GOD TO CLEANSE 385 FIRST BY THE BLOOD OF SUCKING QUADRUPED, THRICE THEREFORE SHALL THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] THEN BRING ON A FEARFUL LOT, AND BE SHALL OVER ALL BRANDISH THE MOURNFUL LONG SPEAR; THEN MUCH BLOOD [366-362. THE GREEK TEXT IS HERE CORRUPT AND THE SENSE UNCERTAIN. 376. COMP. BOOK VIII, 66-68,98, 99. 380, 381. COMP. BOOK VIII, 281, 282. 386. THRICE--COMP. LINE 333 ABOVE, AND BOOK VIII, 226, 226.] (285-304.) {P. 251}
BARBARIAN SHALL BE POURED OUT IN THE DUST 390 WHEN THE CITY SHALL BE PLUNDERED UTTERLY BY INHOSPITABLE STRANGERS. HAPPY HE WHO IS DEAD, ALSO HAPPY ANY ONE WHO IS WITHOUT A CHILD; FOR HE WHO ONCE WAS LEADER SURNAMED FOR THEM THAT ARE FREE, 395 FAR-FAMED IN SONG, NO LONGER IN HIS MIND REVOLVING EARLIER PLANS, SHALL PLACE THEIR NECK UNDER A SERVILE YOKE; SUCH SLAVERY, CAUSE OF MUCH WEEPING, SHALL A LORD IMPOSE. AND THEN STRAIGHTWAY AN ARMY OF SICILIANS 400 ILL-FATED SHALL COME, CARRYING DISMAY, WHEN A BARBARIAN NATION SHALL AGAIN COME SUDDENLY; AND THE FRUIT, WHEN IT GROWS, THEY FROM THE FIELD SHALL SEVER. UPON THEM SHALL GOD THE LOFTY THUNDERER BESTOW 405 EVIL INSTEAD OF GOOD; CONTINUALLY SHALL STRANGER PLUCK FROM STRANGER HATEFUL GOLD. BUT NOW WHEN ALL SHALL LOOK UPON THE BLOOD OF THE FLESH-EATING LION AND THERE COMES UPON THE BODY A MURDEROUS LIONESS, 410 DOWN FROM HIS HEAD WILL BE THE SCEPTER CAST AWAY FROM HIM. AND AS IN FRIENDLY FEAST IN EGYPT WHEN THE PEOPLE ALL PARTAKE, THEY PERFORM VALIANT DEEDS, AND ONE RESTRAINS ANOTHER, AND AMONG THEM THERE IS MUCH 415 SHOUTING ALOUD; SO ALSO, SHALL THERE BE UPON MANKIND THE FEAR OF FURIOUS STRIFE, AND MANY SHALL BE UTTERLY DESTROYED AND OTHERS KILL EACH OTHER BY HARD FIGHTS. [401. COMP. BOOK III, 657. 408. LION--COMP. BOOK XI, 287; XIII, 221.] (305-326.) {P. 252}
AND THEN ONE, COVERED WITH DARK SCALES SHALL COME; 420 TWO OTHERS SHALL COME ACTING IN CONCERT WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND WITH THEM A THIRD A GREAT RAM FROM CYRENE, WHOM BEFORE I SPOKE OF AS A FUGITIVE IN WAR BESIDE THE STREAMS OF NILE; BUT IN NO WISE 425 AN UNSUCCESSFUL WAY, DO ALL COMPLETE. AND THEN THE LENGTHS OF THE REVOLVING YEARS SHALL BE EXCEEDING QUIET; YET AGAIN THEREAFTER SHALL A SECOND WAR FOR THEM IN EGYPT BE STIRRED UP, AND THERE SHALL BE 430 A BATTLE ON THE SEA, BUT VICTORY SHALL NOT BE THEIRS. AH, WRETCHED ONES, THERE SHALL A CONQUEST OF THE FAMOUS CITY BE, AND IT SHALL BE A SPOIL OF WAR NOT LONG. AND THEN MEN HAVING COMMON BOUNDARIES 435 OF MUCH LAND SHALL FLEE WRETCHED, AND SHALL LEAD THEIR WRETCHED PARENTS. AND THEY SHALL AGAIN, HAVING GREAT VICTORY LIGHT ON A LAND, AND SHALL DESTROY THE JEWS, MEN STAUNCH IN WAR, WASTING BY WARS FAR AS THE HOARY DEEP, 440 ON BOTH SIDES, FIGHTING IN THE FOREMOST RANKS FOR FATHER-LAND AND PARENTS. AND A RACE OF TROPHY-BEARING MEN SHALL FOR THE DEAD BE RECKONED. AH, HOW MANY MEN SHALL SWIM ABOUT THE WAVES! FOR ON THE SANDY BEACH 445 MANY SHALL LIE; AND HEADS OF GOLDEN HAIR SHALL FALL BENEATH EGYPTIAN WINGED FOWLS. AND THEN FOR THE ARABIANS MORTAL BLOOD [419. DARK, SCALES--COMP. BOOK XIII, 215. 422. RAM--COMP. HE-GOAT OF BOOK XIII, 227. 443. THE TEXT IS CORRUPT AND DOUBTFUL HERE.] (326-347) {P. 253}
SHALL GO IN QUEST. BUT WHEN WOLVES SHALL WITH DOGS, PLEDGE IN A SEA-GIRT ISLAND SOLEMN-OATHS, 450 THEN SHALL THERE BE THE RAISING OF A TOWER, AND THE CITY THAT SUFFERED VERY MANY THINGS MEN SHALL INHABIT. FOR DECEITFUL GOLD SHALL NO MORE BE NOR SILVER, NOR ACQUIRING OF THE EARTH, NOR MUCH-LABORING SERVITUDE; 455 BUT ONE FAST FRIENDSHIP AND ONE MODE OF LIFE WITH CHEERFUL SOUL; AND ALL THINGS SHALL BE COMMON AND EQUAL LIGHT AMONG THE MEANS OF LIFE. AND WICKEDNESS SHALL SINK DOWN FROM THE EARTH INTO THE VAST SEA. AND THEN NEAR AT HAND 460 IS COME THE HARVEST-TIME OF MORTAL MEN. THERE IS IMPOSED A STRONG NECESSITY THAT THESE THINGS BE FULFILLED. AND AT THAT TIME THERE SHALL NOT ANY OTHER TRAVELER SAY, IN THIS CONJECTURING, THAT THE RACE OF MEN 465 THOUGH PERISHABLE SHALL EVER CEASE TO BE. AND THEN A HOLY NATION SHALL PREVAIL AND HOLD THE SOVEREIGNTY OF ALL THE EARTH UNTO ALL AGES WITH THEIR MIGHTY SONS. [448, 449. COMP. BOOK XIII, 38, 39. 459, 460. COMP. BOOK II, 208. 461, 462. COMP. BOOK III, 721-724. 466-468. COMP. BOOK III, 58-60; VIII, 223-226.] (348-361.) {P. 254} {P. 255} 
THE FRAGMENTED APPENDIX. FRAGMENTS OF THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES.
FRAGMENT I.
YE MORTAL MEN AND FLESHLY, WHO ARE NAUGHT, HOW QUICKLY ARE YE PUFFED UP, SEEING NOT THE END OF LIFE! DO YE NOT TREMBLE NOW AND FEAR GOD, HIM WHO WATCHES OVER YOU, 5 THE ONE WHO IS MOST HIGH, THE ONE WHO KNOWS, THE ALL-OBSERVANT WITNESS OF ALL THINGS, ALL-NOURISHING [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHO HAS PUT…
FIRST FRAGMENT.
THIS FRAGMENT IS FOUND IN THE WRITINGS OF THEOPHILUS, A BISHOP OF ANTIOCH, WHO LIVED IN THE LATTER HALF OF THE SECOND CENTURY. NEAR THE CLOSE OF HIS SECOND BOOK, ADDRESSED TO HIS FRIEND AUTOLYCUS [CHAP. XXXVI; MIGNE, G., 6, 1109], THEOPHILUS INTRODUCES THESE LINES (THIRTY-FIVE IN NUMBER IN THE GREEK) WITH THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "NOW THE SIBYL, WHO AMONG THE GREEKS AND OTHER NATIONS WAS A PROPHETESS, IN THE BEGINNING OF HER PROPHECY UPBRAIDS THE RACE OF MEN, SAYING." FROM THIS STATEMENT IT HAS BEEN INFERRED THAT THE LINES STOOD ORIGINALLY AT THE BEGINNING OF OUR THIRD BOOK, WHICH CONTAINS THE OLDEST PORTIONS OF OUR PRESENT COLLECTION; FOR LACTANTIUS ATTRIBUTES THE PASSAGES WHICH HE CITES FROM THIS FRAGMENT TO THE ERYTHRAEAN SIBYL, TO WHOM HE ATTRIBUTES ELSEWHERE CITATIONS FROM THE THIRD BOOK ONLY. CITATIONS FROM OTHER BOOKS HE REFERS TO OTHER SIBYLS. 1. THIS FIRST LINE IS CITED BY CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, STROM., III, 3 [MIGNE, G., 8, 1117], WHO ALSO IN THE SAME CONNECTION QUOTES A SIMILAR PASSAGE FROM EMPEDOCLES. COMP. HOMER, OD., XVIII, 130: "EARTH NOURISHES NOTHING FEEBLER THAN MAN." 7-9. THESE LINES ARE QUOTED BY LACTANTIUS, IV, 6 [L., 6, 462], WHO, HOWEVER, {FOOTNOTE P. 258} INSERTS THE WORD GOD. HE OBSERVES: "THE ERYTHRAEAN SIBYL IN THE BEGINNING OF HER SONG, WHICH SHE COMMENCED BY THE HELP OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], PROCLAIMS THE SON OF GOD AS LEADER AND COMMANDER OF ALL IN THESE VERSES: "ALL-NOURISHING [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHO IN ALL SWEET BREATH IMPLANTED, AND MADE GOD THE GUIDE OF ALL." (1-5.) {P. 258}
IN ALL THINGS HIS SWEET SPIRIT AND HAS MADE HIM LEADER OF ALL MORTALS? GOD IS ONE, 10 WHO RULES ALONE, SUPREMELY GREAT, UNBORN, ALMIGHTY AND INVISIBLE, HIMSELF ALONE BEHOLDING ALL THINGS, BUT NOT SEEN IS HE HIMSELF BY ANY MORTAL FLESH. FOR WHAT FLESH IS THERE ABLE TO BEHOLD 15 WITH EYES THE HEAVENLY AND TRUE GOD DIVINE, WHO HAS HIS HABITATION IN THE SKY? NOT EVEN BEFORE THE BRIGHT RAYS OF THE SUN CAN MEN STAND STILL, MEN WHO ARE MORTAL BORN, EXISTING BUT AS VEINS AND FLESH ON BONES. 20 HIM WHO ALONE IS RULER OF THE WORLD, WHO ALONE IS FOREVER AND HAS BEEN FROM EVERLASTING, REVERENCE YE HIM, THE SELF-EXISTENT UNBEGOTTEN ONE WHO RULES ALL THINGS THROUGH ALL TIME, DEALING OUT 25 UNTO ALL MORTALS IN A COMMON LIGHT THE JUDGMENT. AND THE MERITED REWARD [9-12. GOD IS ONE--QUOTED BY JUSTIN MARTYR, AD GR., 16 [G., 6, 272]. COMP. THEODORET, HIST. ECCL., I, 3 [G. 82, 904]; BASIL, ADV. EUNOM., III [G., 29, 6681; GREG. NAZ., ORAT., XXVI, 19 [G., 35, 1252]; LACT., I, 6 [L., 6, 140]; ORPHICA, ED. HERMANN, FRAG. I, 10; II, 11. 14-19. CITED BY CLEM. ALEX., STROM., V, 14 [G., 9, 165], AND EUSEBIUS, PRÆP., XIII, 13 [G., 21, 1121]. COMP. CYRIL, CONTR. JUL., I, 82 [G., 76, 549]; PHILEMON IN JUST. MAR., DE MONARCH, 2 [G., 6, 316]; XENOPHON, MEMOR., IV, 3, 13; CICERO, DE NAT. DECORUM, I, 12. 20-22. CITED BY LACT., DE FALS. RELIG., VI [L., 6, 141]. 25. COMMON LIGHT--AN ALLUSION TO THE UNIVERSAL MORAL SENSE OF MEN. COMP. BOOK I, 409; III, 588; JOHN I, 9.] (5-19.) {P. 259}
OF EVIL COUNSELING SHALL YE RECEIVE, FOR CEASING THE TRUE AND ETERNAL GOD TO GLORIFY, AND HOLY HECATOMBS 30 TO OFFER HIM, YE MADE YOUR SACRIFICE UNTO THE DEMONS THAT IN HADES DWELL. AND YE IN SELF-CONCEIT AND MADNESS WALK, AND HAVING LEFT THE TRUE, STRAIGHTFORWARD PATH YE WENT AWAY AND ROAMED ABOUT THROUGH THORNS 35 AND THISTLES. O YE FOOLISH MORTALS, CEASE ROVING IN DARKNESS AND BLACK NIGHT OBSCURE, AND LEAVE THE DARKNESS OF NIGHT, AND LAY HOLD UPON THE LIGHT. LO, HE IS CLEAR TO ALL AND CANNOT ERR; COME, DO NOT ALWAYS CHASE 40 DARKNESS AND GLOOM. LO, THE SWEET-LOOKING LIGHT OF THE SUN SHINES WITH A SURPASSING GLOW. NOW, TREASURING WISDOM IN YOUR HEARTS, KNOW YE THAT GOD IS ONE, WHO SENDS FORTH RAINS AND WINDS, EARTHQUAKES AND LIGHTNINGS, FAMINES, PESTILENCE, 45 AND MOURNFUL CARES, AND STORMS OF SNOW, AND ICE. BUT WHY DO I THUS SPEAK THEM ONE BY ONE? HE GUIDES HEAVEN, RULES EARTH, OVER HADES REIGNS.
FRAGMENT II.
NOW IF GODS BEGET OFFSPRING AND REMAIN IMMORTAL THERE HAD BEEN MORE GODS THAN MEN, AND THERE HAD NEVER BEEN SUFFICIENT ROOM FOR MORTALS TO STAND. [38-47. CITED BY CLEM. ALEX., COHORT., VIII [G., 8, 97]. LINE 34 IS ALSO CITED IN STROM., V, 14 [G., 9, 173].
SECOND FRAGMENT.
THIS PASSAGE, WHICH APPEARS NOWHERE IN THE TWELVE BOOKS OF OUR COLLECTION, IS FOUND IN THEOPHILUS, AD ANTOL., II, 3 [G., 6, 1049].] (19-35.) {P. 260}
FRAGMENT III.
NOW IF ALL THAT IS BORN MUST ALSO PERISH, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR GOD TO BE FORMED FROM THE THIGHS [MAYBE THE RIB] OF MAN AND FROM A WOMB; BUT GOD ALONE IS ONE AND ALL-SUPREME, 5 WHO MADE HEAVEN AND THE SUN AND STARS AND MOON, FRUIT-BEARING EARTH AND BILLOWS OF THE SEA, AND LOFTY HILLS AND MOUTH OF LASTING SPRINGS. HE ALSO BRINGETH FORTH GREAT MULTITUDE OF CREATURES THAT AMID THE WATERS LIVE 10 INNUMERABLE, AND THE CREEPING THINGS THAT MOVE UPON EARTH HE SUSTAINS WITH LIFE, AND DAPPLED, DELICATE, SHRILL-TWITTERING BIRDS, THAT PLY THE AIR SHRILL-WHIRRING WITH THEIR WINGS. AND IN THE GLENS OF MOUNTAINS WILD BE PLACED 15 THE RACE OF BEASTS, AND TO US MORTALS MADE ALL CATTLE SUBJECT, AND THE GOD-FORMED ONE HE CONSTITUTED RULER OF ALL THINGS, AND UNTO MAN ALL VARIEGATED THINGS MADE SUBJECT, THINGS INCOMPREHENSIBLE. 20 FOR ALL THESE THINGS WHAT MORTAL FLESH CAN KNOW? FOR HE HIMSELF ALONE, WHO MADE THESE THINGS AT THE BEGINNING, KNOWS, THE [SEXLESS] INCORRUPT ETERNAL [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], DWELLING IN THE HEAVEN, BRINGING UNTO THE GOOD GOOD RECOMPENSE 25 MUCH MORE ABUNDANT, BUT AWAKENING WRATH.
THIRD FRAGMENT.
THIS EXCERPT, WHICH NUMBERS FORTY-NINE LINES IN THE GREEK TEXT, IS PRESERVED TO US IN THEOPHILUS, AND IS PLACED BY HIM IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE FIRST FRAGMENT WITH THE FOLLOWING INTRODUCTORY WORDS: "ALSO IN REGARD TO THOSE (GODS) WHO ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN BORN, SHE THUS SPEAKS." 1, 2. CITED BY LACT., I, 8 [L., 6, 1541. 4-7. CITED BY LACT., I, 6 [L., 6, 147]. 21-26. CITED BY LACT., DE IRA DEI, XXII [L., 1, 143].] (1-18.) {P. 261}
AND ANGER FOR THE EVIL AND UNJUST, AND WAR AND PESTILENCE, AND TEARFUL WOES. O MEN, WHY, VAINLY PUFFED UP, DO YE ROOT YOURSELVES OUT? BE ASHAMED TO DEIFY 30 POLECATS AND MONSTERS. IS IT NOT A CRAZE AND FRENZY, TAKING SENSE OF MIND AWAY, IF GODS STEAL PLATES AND CARRY OFF EARTHEN POTS? INSTEAD OF DWELLING IN THE GOLDEN HEAVEN IN PLENTY, SEE THEM EATEN BY THE MOTH 35 AND WOVEN OVER WITH THICK SPIDER-WEBS! O FOOLS, THAT BOW TO SERPENTS, DOGS AND CATS, AND REVERENCE BIRDS AND CREEPING BEASTS OF EARTH, STONE [SEXUAL] IMAGES AND STATUES MADE WITH BANDS, AND STONE-HEAPS BY THE ROADS--THESE YE REVERE, 40 AND ALSO MANY OTHER IDLE THINGS WHICH IT WOULD EVEN BE A SHAME TO TELL; THESE ARE THE BANEFUL GODS OF SENSELESS [BULLSHITTING] MEN, AND FROM THEIR MOUTH IS DEADLY POISON POURED. BUT OF HIM IS LIFE AND ETERNAL LIGHT 45 IMPERISHABLE, AND HE SHEDS A JOY SWEETER THAN HONEY SWEET ON RIGHTEOUS MEN, AND TO HIM ONLY DO THOU BOW THY NECK, AND AMONG PIOUS LIVES INCLINE THY WAY. FORSAKING ALL THESE, IN A SPIRIT MAD 50 WITH FOLLY YE DID ALL DRAIN OFF THE CUP OF JUDGMENT THAT WAS FILLED FULL, VERY PURE, CLOSELY PRESSED, WEIGHED DOWN, AND WITHAL UNMIXED. AND YE WILL NOT WAKE FROM YOUR DRUNKEN SLEEP AND COME TO SOBER REASON, AND KNOW GOD 55 TO BE THE KING WHO OVERSEES ALL THINGS. [27. TEARFUL WOES--COMP. CLEM. ALEX., STROM., V, 14 [G., 9, 188]; JUST. MARTYR, DE MONARCH, II [G., 6, 316]; COHORT., XV [G., 6, 272]; EUSEB. PRAEP., XIII, 12 [G., 21, 1100].] (19-42.) {P. 262}
THEREFORE, ON YOU THE FLASH OF GLEAMING FIRE IS COMING, YE SHALL BE WITH TORCHES BURNED THE LIVELONG DAY THROUGH AN ETERNAL AGE, AT YOUR FALSE USELESS IDOLS FEELING SHAME. 60 BUT THEY WHO FEAR THE TRUE ETERNAL GOD INHERIT LIFE, AND THEY FOREVER DWELL ALIKE IN FERTILE FIELD OF PARADISE, FEASTING ON SWEET BREAD FROM THE STARRY HEAVEN.
FRAGMENT IV.
HEAR ME, O MEN, THE KING ETERNAL REIGNS. THIS IS A VERY MUTILATED MANUSCRIPT FRAGMENT THAT ALMOST ALL ITS CONTENTS HAVE BEEN LOST. 
FRAGMENT V.
HE ONLY IS GOD, [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] UNCONTROLLED; HE FIXED THE PATTERN OF THE HUMAN FORM, AND DID THE NATURE OF ALL MORTALS MIX HIMSELF, THE GENERATOR OF (ALL) LIFE.
FRAGMENT VI.
WHENEVER HE SHALL COME A SMOKY FIRE SHALL BE IN MID-NIGHT DARK. [60-64. CITED BY LACT., II, 13 [L., 6, 324]. IN THESE LAST VERSES WE MAY NOTE ALLUSIONS TO SUCH PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE AS MATT. XIX, 29; LUKE XXIII, 43; 2 COR. XII, 4; REV. II, 17; PSA. LXXVIII, 24; CV, 40; JOHN VI, 31.
FOURTH FRAGMENT.
THIS FRAGMENT IS MOSTLY MUTILATED, CONSISTING OF BUT A SINGLE LINE, IS FOUND IN LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 24 [L., 6, 808].
FIFTH FRAGMENT.
THESE FRAGMENTED LINES ARE ALSO FOUND IN LACTANTIUS, DIV. II, 12 [L., 6, 319], AND ALSO IN THE ANONYMOUS PREFACE.
SIXTH FRAGMENT.
THIS FRAGMENTED LINE IS VERY MUTILATED BUT IS ALSO FOUND IN LACTANTIUS, DIV. INST., VII, 19 [L., 6, 797].] (48-48.) {P. 263}
FRAGMENT VII.
THE ERYTHRAEAN SIBYL, ADDRESSING GOD, SAYS: WHY DOST THOU, O LORD, ENJOIN ON ME THE NECESSITY OF PROPHESYING, AND NOT RATHER TAKE ME ALOFT FROM THE EARTH AND PRESERVE ME UNTO THE MOST BLESSED DAY OF THY COMING? 
SEVENTH FRAGMENT.
THIS, WHICH RZACH CALLS A "DOUBTFUL FRAGMENT," IS CITED AS A SAYING OF THE ERYTHRAEAN SIBYL IN CONSTANTINE'S ORATION TO THE ASSEMBLY OF THE SAINTS, CHAP. XXI [G., 20, 1300].] {P. 264}
ANONYMOUS PREFACE TO THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES. [1]
IF THE LABOR BESTOWED UPON THE READING OF THE WRITINGS OF THE GREEKS BRINGS MUCH ADVANTAGE TO THEM THAT PERFORM IT, SINCE IT IS ABLE TO MAKE THOSE WHO LABOR ON THESE THINGS VERY LEARNED, MUCH MORE IS IT FITTING THAT THEY WHO ARE POSSESSED OF GOOD UNDERSTANDING DEVOTE THEIR LEISURE CONTINUALLY TO THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, WHICH TELL ABOUT GOD AND THE THINGS WHICH MINISTER PROFIT TO THE SOUL, THENCE GAINING THE DOUBLE BENEFIT OF ABILITY TO PROFIT BOTH THEMSELVES AND THEIR READERS. IT SEEMED GOOD TO ME, THEREFORE, TO SET FORTH IN ONE CONNECTED AND ORDERLY SERIES THE SO-CALLED SIBYLLINE ORACLES, WHICH ARE FOUND SCATTERED AND IN A CONFUSED CONDITION, BUT WHICH ARE HELPFUL TO THE READING AND UNDERSTANDING OF THOSE (HOLY SCRIPTURES), SO THAT BEING EASILY BROUGHT TOGETHER UNDER THE EYE OF THE READERS THEY MAY BRING TO THESE (READERS) BY WAY OF REWARD THE ADVANTAGE THAT IS TO BE DERIVED FROM THEM, SETTING FORTH NOT A FEW NECESSARY AND USEFUL THINGS, AND ALSO RENDERING THEIR STUDY MORE VALUABLE AND VARIED. FOR (THESE ORACLES) ALSO SPEAK CLEARLY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE SON [JESUS], AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN], THE SACRED AND LIFE-ORIGINATING TRINITY, AND OF THE INCARNATE DISPENSATION OF OUR LORD AND GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, I MEAN HIS BIRTH FROM A VIRGIN WITHOUT EMANATION, AND OF [1. THIS PREFACE OR PROLOGUE ASSUMES TO HAVE BEEN PREPARED BY THE PERSON WHO COLLECTED AND ARRANGED THESE PSEUD-EPIGRAPHICAL ORACLES IN THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY HAVE COME DOWN TO US. THE EXACT TIME OF HIS WRITING IS UNKNOWN. ALEXANDRE (EXCURSUS AD SIBYLLINA, CHAP. XV, PP. 421-433) ARGUES THAT IT WAS PROBABLY WRITTEN IN THE SIXTH CENTURY, DURING THE REIGN OF JUSTINIAN.] {P. 265} THE ACTS OF HEALING PERFORMED BY HIM, AS ALSO OF HIS LIFE GIVING [SEXLESS] PASSION, AND OF HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD ON THE THIRD DAY, AND OF THE JUDGMENT TO COME, AND OF RECOMPENSE FOR WHAT WE ALL HAVE DONE IN THIS LIFE; FURTHERMORE (THESE ORACLES) DISTINCTLY SET FORTH WHAT IS MADE KNOWN IN THE MOSAIC, WRITINGS AND IN THE BOOKS OF THE PROPHETS CONCERNING THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, AND THE FORMATION OF MAN, AND HIS EXPULSION FROM THE GARDEN AND OF HIS NOW FORMATION HEREAFTER. WITH REGARD TO CERTAIN THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN OR PERHAPS ARE YET TO BE, THEY PROPHESY IN VARIOUS WAYS; AND IN A WORD, THEY ARE ABLE IN NO SMALL MEASURE TO PROFIT THEIR READERS. SIBYL IS A LATIN WORD MEANING PROPHETESS, OR RATHER SOOTHSAYER; HENCE THE FEMALE SOOTHSAYERS WERE CALLED BY ONE NAME. NOW SIBYLS, ACCORDING TO MANY WRITERS, HAVE ARISEN IN DIFFERENT TIMES AND PLACES, TO THE NUMBER OF TEN. THERE WAS FIRST THE CHALDEAN, OR RATHER THE PERSIAN (SIBYL), WHOSE PROPER NAME IS SAMBETHE. SHE WAS OF THE FAMILY OF THE MOST BLESSED NOAH, AND IS SAID TO HAVE FORETOLD THE EXPLOITS OF ALEXANDER OF MACEDON; NICANOR, WHO WROTE THE LIFE OF ALEXANDER, MENTIONS HER. THE SECOND WAS THE LIBYAN, OF WHOM EURIPIDES MAKES MENTION IN THE PREFACE OF (HIS PLAY) THE LAMIA. THE THIRD WAS THE DELPHIAN, BORN AT DELPHI, AND SPOKEN OF BY CHRYSIPPUS IN HIS BOOK ON DIVINATION. THE FOURTH WAS THE ITALIAN, IN CIMMERIUM IN ITALY, WHOSE SON EVANDER FOUNDED IN ROME THE SHRINE OF PAN WHICH IS CALLED THE LUPERCAL. THE FIFTH WAS THE ERYTHRAEAN, WHO PREDICTED THE TROJAN WAR, AND OF WHOM APOLLODORUS THE ERYTHRAEAN BEARS POSITIVE TESTIMONY. THE SIXTH WAS THE SAMIAN, WHOSE PROPER NAME IS PHYTO, OF WHOM ERATOSTHENES WROTE. THE SEVENTH WAS THE CUMMAN, CALLED AMALTHEA, ALSO HEROPHILE, AND IN SOME PLACES TARAXANDRA. BUT VERGIL CALLS THE CUMÆAN SIBYL DEIPHOBE, DAUGHTER OF GLAUCUS. THE EIGHTH WAS THE HELLESPONTINE, BORN IN THE {P. 266} VILLAGE OF MARPESSUS NEAR THE SMALL TOWN OF GERGITHION, WHICH, ACCORDING TO HERACLIDES OF PONTUS, WAS FORMERLY, IN THE TIME OF SOLON AND CYRUS, WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE TROAD. THE NINTH WAS THE PHRYGIAN, AND THE TENTH THE TIBURTINE, NAMED ALBUNAEA. IT IS SAID, MOREOVER, THAT THE CUMAEAN SIBYL ONCE BROUGHT NINE BOOKS OF HER ORACLES TO TARQUINIUS PRISCUS, WHO WAS AT THAT TIME KING OF THE ROMANS, AND DEMANDED FOR THEM THREE HUNDRED PIECES OF GOLD. BUT HAVING BEEN DISDAIN FULLY TREATED, AND NOT EVEN QUESTIONED AS TO WHAT THEY WERE, SHE COMMITTED THREE OF THEM TO THE FIRE. AGAIN, IN ANOTHER AUDIENCE WITH THE KING SHE BROUGHT FORWARD THE SIX REMAINING BOOKS, AND STILL DEMANDED THE SAME AMOUNT. BUT NOT BEING DEEMED WORTHY OF ATTENTION, AGAIN SHE BURNED THREE MORE. THEN A THIRD TIME BRINGING THE THREE THAT WERE LEFT, AND ASKING THE SAME PRICE, SHE SAID THAT IF HE WOULD NOT PROCURE THEM, SHE WOULD BURN THESE ALSO. THEN, IT IS SAID, THE KING EXAMINED THEM AND WAS ASTONISHED, AND GAVE FOR THEM A HUNDRED PIECES OF GOLD, TOOK THEM IN CHARGE AND MADE REQUEST FOR THE OTHERS. BUT SHE DECLARED THAT NEITHER HAD SHE THE LIKE OF THOSE THAT WERE BURNED NOR HAD SHE ANY SUCH KNOWLEDGE APART FROM INSPIRATION, BUT THAT CERTAIN PERSONS FROM VARIOUS CITIES AND COUNTRIES HAD AT TIMES EXCERPTED WHAT WAS ESTEEMED BY THEM NECESSARY AND USEFUL, AND THAT OUT OF THESE EXCERPTS A COLLECTION OUGHT TO BE MADE. AND THIS (THE ROMANS) DID AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. FOR THAT WHICH WAS GIVEN FROM GOD, THOUGH TRULY LAID UP IN A CORNER, DID NOT ESCAPE THEIR SEARCH. AND THE BOOKS OF ALL THE SIBYLS WERE DEPOSITED IN THE CAPITOL OF ANCIENT ROME. THOSE OF THE CUMAEAN SIBYL, HOWEVER, WERE HIDDEN AND NOT MADE KNOWN TO MANY, BECAUSE SHE PROCLAIMED MORE ESPECIALLY AND DISTINCTLY THINGS THAT WERE TO HAPPEN IN ITALY, WHILE THE OTHERS BECAME KNOWN TO ALL. BUT THOSE THAT WERE WRITTEN BY THE ERYTHRAEAN SIBYL HAVE THE NAME THAT {P. 267} WAS GIVEN HER FROM THE PLACE; WHILE THE OTHER BOOKS ARE WITHOUT INSCRIPTION TO MARK WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF EACH, BUT ARE WITHOUT DISTINCTION (OF AUTHORSHIP). NOW FIRMIANUS, [1] BEING AN ESTEEMED PHILOSOPHER AND A PRIEST OF THE AFOREMENTIONED CAPITOL, HAVING LOOKED UNTO THE CHRIST, OUR ETERNAL LIGHT, SET DOWN IN HIS OWN WORKS THE THINGS SPOKEN OF BY THE SIBYLS CONCERNING THE INEFFABLE GLORY, AND ABLY EXPOSED THE SENSELESSNESS [BULLSHITS] OF HELLENIC [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. HIS FORCIBLE EXPOSITION IS IN THE ITALIAN TONGUE, BUT THE SIBYLLINE VERSES WERE PUBLISHED IN THE GREEK LANGUAGE. AND THAT THIS MAY NOT APPEAR INCREDIBLE, I WILL PRODUCE THE TESTIMONY OF THE MAN BEFORE MENTIONED, [2] WHICH IS AFTER THIS MANNER: "INASMUCH AS THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES WHICH ARE FOUND IN OUR CITY NOT ONLY, AS BEING VERY PLENTIFUL, ARE HELD IN LOW ESTEEM BY THOSE OF THE GREEKS WHO ARE COGNIZANT OF THEM (FOR IT IS THINGS WHICH ARE RARE THAT ARE HELD IN HONOR), BUT ALSO SINCE NOT ALL OF THE VERSES KEEP TO THE PRECISION OF THE METER, THEIR CREDIT IS LOWER. BUT THIS IS THE FAULT NOT OF THE PROPHETESS, BUT OF THE SHORTHAND WRITERS WHO COULD NOT KEEP UP WITH THE RUSH OF THE SIBYL'S WORDS, OR WHO WERE UNEDUCATED; FOR HER REMEMBRANCE OF THE THINGS SHE HAD SPOKEN CEASED WITH THE SPELL OF INSPIRATION. WHICH FACT PLATO ALSO HAD IN VIEW WHEN HE SAID THAT (THE PROPHETS) TREAT CORRECTLY MANY AND GREAT MATTERS WHILE THEY KNOW NOTHING, OF THE THINGS OF WHICH THEY SPEAK." [1. REFERENCE TO FIRMIANUS LACTANTIUS, CONTEMPORARY WITH DIOCLETIAN AND CONSTANTINE (CIR. A. D. 284-325), NOTED FOR HIS NUMEROUS CITATIONS FROM THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES. SEE THE INDEX TO THIS VOLUME. 2. THIS REFERENCE SEEMS TO BE TO THE FIRMIANUS LACTANTIUS JUST MENTIONED, BUT THE PASSAGE CITED IS NOT FOUND IN THE WRITINGS OF THAT AUTHOR; IT IS RATHER A FREE REPRODUCTION OF THE CONCLUDING PORTION OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH CHAPTER OF JUSTIN MARTYR'S HORTATORY ADDRESS TO THE GREEKS. THE READER WILL FIND THIS ENTIRE CHAPTER ON PP. 272, 273, OF THIS APPENDIX.] {P. 268} WE SHALL, ACCORDINGLY, FROM THOSE ORACLES WHICH WERE BROUGHT TO ROME BY THE AMBASSADORS (OF TARQUIN), PRODUCE, AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. NOW, CONCERNING THE GOD WHO IS WITHOUT BEGINNING ONE DECLARED THESE THINGS:
ONE GOD, WHO RULES ALONE, IMMENSE, UNBORN. 
BUT GOD ALONE IS ONE, HIGHEST OF ALL,
WHO MADE THE HEAVEN AND SUN AND STARS AND MOON, FRUIT-BEARING EARTH AND BILLOWS OF THE SEA.
HE ONLY IS GOD, [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] UNCONTROLLED;
HE FIXED THE PATTERN OF THE HUMAN FORM, AND DID THE NATURE OF ALL MORTALS MIX
HIMSELF, THE GENERATOR OF (ALL) LIFE.
THIS (THE SIBYL) HAS SAID EITHER ON THE GROUND THAT BEING JOINED TOGETHER (HUSBAND AND WIFE) BECOME ONE FLESH, OR WITH THE THOUGHT THAT OUT OF THE FOUR ELEMENTS WHICH ARE OPPOSITE TO EACH OTHER GOD FASHIONED BOTH THE WORLD AND MAN. {P. 269}
LACTANTIUS'S ACCOUNT OF THE SIBYLS.
ONE OF THE FULLEST ACCOUNTS OF THE SIBYLS WHICH WE POSSESS IS THAT WHICH IS FOUND IN THE WRITINGS OF FIRMIANUS LACTANTIUS (DIVINE INSTITUTES, BOOK I, CHAP. VI; MIGNE, L. P., VOL. VI, 140-147). THE AUTHOR OF THE FOREGOING "ANONYMOUS PREFACE" PROBABLY DERIVED HIS ACCOUNT OF THE SIBYLS FROM THIS LATIN FATHER, WHO FLOURISHED ABOUT THE CLOSE OF THE THIRD CENTURY OF OUR ERA, AND WHO REFERS TO VARRO AS HIS AUTHORITY. THIS PASSAGE SEEMS ALSO TO HAVE BEEN THE PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF INFORMATION FOR LATER WRITERS, AND WE HERE FURNISH THE READER WITH A TRANSLATION FROM THE LATIN TEXT OF MIGNE: "MARCUS, VARRO, THAN WHOM NO ONE MORE LEARNED EVER LIVED, NEITHER AMONG THE GREEKS, NOR EVEN AMONG THE LATINS, IN BOOKS ON SACRED SUBJECTS WHICH HE WROTE TO CAIUS CAESAR, THE CHIEF PONTIFF, WHEN HE WAS SPEAKING OF THE QUINDECEMVIRI,[1] SAYS THAT THE SIBYLLINE BOOKS WERE NOT THE WORK OF ONE SIBYL, BUT WERE CALLED BY ONE NAME, SIBYLLINE, SINCE ALL FEMALE PROPHETS WERE CALLED SIBYLS BY THE ANCIENTS, EITHER FROM THE NAME OF THE ONE AT DELPHI, OR FROM THEIR ANNOUNCING THE COUNSELS OF THE GODS. FOR IN THE AEOLIC MANNER OF SPEAKING THEY CALL THE GODS SIOUS ({GREEK SIOU'S}), NOT THEOUS ({GREEK ÐEOU'S}) AND COUNSEL IS NOT BOULE ({GREEK BOULH'}), BUT BULE ({GREEK BULH'}); AND SO, SIBYL IS PRONOUNCED AS SIOBULE ({GREEK SIOBULH'}). BUT THE SIBYLS WERE TEN IN NUMBER, AND ALL THESE HE ENUMERATED UNDER AUTHORS WHO HAD WRITTEN OF EACH ONE. AND FIRST THERE WAS THE PERSIAN OF WHOM MENTION IS MADE BY NICANOR, WHO WROTE THE HISTORY OF ALEXANDER OF MACEDON; THE SECOND WAS THE LIBYAN, WHOM EURIPIDES MENTIONS IN THE PROLOGUE OF THE LAMIA; THE THIRD WAS THE DELPHIAN, OF WHOM CHRYSIPPUS SPEAKS IN THAT BOOK WHICH HE COMPOSED ON DIVINATION; THE FOURTH WAS THE CIMMERIAN IN ITALY, WHOM NAEVIUS IN HIS BOOKS OF THE PUNIC WAR AND PISO IN HIS ANNALS NAMES, THE FIFTH WAS THE ERYTHRAEAN, WHOM APOLLODORUS OF ERYTHRAEA AFFIRMS TO HAVE BEEN HIS OWN COUNTRYWOMAN AND TO HAVE PROPHESIED TO THE GREEKS WHO WERE MOVING AGAINST ILIUM BOTH THAT TROY [1. THE QUINDECEMVIRI WERE A COLLEGE, OR BOARD OF FIFTEEN PRIESTS, TO WHOM THE CARE OF THE SIBYLLINE BOOKS WAS INTRUSTED AT ROME.] {P. 270} WOULD BE DESTROYED AND THAT HOMER WOULD WRITE FALSEHOODS; THE SIXTH WAS THE SAMIAN, OF WHOM ERATOSTHENES WRITES THAT HE HAD FOUND SOMETHING WRITTEN IN THE ANCIENT ANNALS OF THE SAMIANS; THE SEVENTH WAS THE CUMAEAN, BY NAME AMALTHEA, WHO IS BY OTHERS CALLED DEMOPHILE OR HEROPHILE. SHE BROUGHT NINE BOOKS TO KING TARQUINIUS PRISCUS, AND ASKED THREE HUNDRED PIECES OF GOLD FOR THEM, BUT THE KING SPURNED THE GREATNESS OF THE PRICE AND LAUGHED AT THE INSANITY OF THE WOMAN. SHE THEREUPON IN SIGHT OF THE KING BURNED THREE OF THEM, AND FOR THE REST ASKED THE SAME PRICE; BUT TARQUINIUS ALL THE MORE THOUGHT THE WOMAN WAS INSANE. BUT WHEN AGAIN, HAVING DESTROYED THREE MORE, SHE PERSISTED IN THE SAME PRICE, THE KING WAS MOVED, AND BOUGHT WHAT WAS LEFT FOR THREE HUNDRED PIECES OF GOLD., AFTERWARD THEIR NUMBER WAS INCREASED, THE CAPITOL BEING REBUILT, FOR THEY WERE COLLECTED OUT OF ALL THE CITIES BOTH OF ITALY AND GREECE, AND ESPECIALLY OF ERYTHRAEA, AND BROUGHT TO ROME IN THE NAME OF WHATEVER SIBYL THEY CHANCED TO BE. THE EIGHTH SIBYL WAS THE HELLESPONTINE, BORN IN THE TROJAN COUNTRY, IN THE VILLAGE OF MARPESSUS, NEAR THE TOWN OF GERGITHA. HERACLIDES OF PONTUS WRITES THAT SHE LIVED IN THE TIMES OF SOLON AND CYRUS. THE NINTH WAS THE PHRYGIAN, WHO PROPHESIED AT ANCYRA; THE TENTH WAS THE TIBURTINE, BY NAME ALBUNEA, WHO IS WORSHIPED AT TIBUR AS A GODDESS, NEAR THE BANKS OF THE RIVER ANIO, IN WHICH STREAM HER [SEXLESS] IMAGE IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN FOUND, HOLDING A BOOK IN HER HAND. HER ORACULAR RESPONSES THE SENATE TRANSFERRED INTO THE CAPITOL." SO FAR LACTANTIUS APPEARS TO QUOTE SUBSTANTIALLY FROM VARRO, AND THEN HE ADDS, AS IF CONTRIBUTING FURTHER INFORMATION, THE FOLLOWING: OF ALL THESE SIBYLS THE SONGS ARE BOTH MADE PUBLIC AND HELD IN USE EXCEPT THOSE OF THE CUMMAN, WHOSE BOOKS ARE KEPT [TOP] SECRET BY THE ROMANS; NEITHER DO THEY HOLD IT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR THEM TO BE INSPECTED BY ANYONE EXCEPT THE QUINDECEMVIR [THE 15 PRIESTLY SERGEANTS WHO GUARDED THE SIBYLLINE BOOKS FOR SEXUAL HANDS]. AND THERE ARE SINGLE BOOKS OF EACH WHICH, BECAUSE THEY ARE INSCRIBED BY THE NAME OF A SIBYL, ARE BELIEVED TO BE THE WORK OF ONE; AND THERE ARE ALSO CONFUSED ONES, NOR IS IT POSSIBLE TO DISCERN AND ASSIGN TO EACH ITS OWN EXCEPT THAT OF THE ERYTHRAEAN, WHO BOTH INSERTED HER OWN TRUE NAME IN HER SONG AND FORETOLD THAT SHE WOULD GO BY THE NAME OF THE ERYTHRAEAN, ALTHOUGH SHE WAS BORN IN BABYLON... ALL THESE SIBYLS PROCLAIM ONE GOD, BUT ESPECIALLY THE ERYTHRAEAN, WHO IS HELD AMONG THE OTHERS TO BE MORE DISTINGUISHED [1. DIONYSIUS HALICARNASSEUS ALSO RECORDS THIS STORY OF TARQUIN AND THE SIBYL, AND ADDS THAT, HAVING DELIVERED OVER THE BOOKS, SHE DISAPPEARED FROM AMONG MEN--ANTIQ. ROM., IV, 62.] {P. 271} AND NOBLE, SINCE INDEED FENESTELLA, A MOST CAREFUL WRITER, SPEAKING OF THE QUINDECEMVIR SAYS THAT UPON THE RESTORATION OF THE CAPITOL THE CONSUL CAIUS CURIO PROPOSED TO THE SENATE TO SEND AMBASSADORS TO ERYTHRAE, WHO SHOULD SEARCH FOR THE SONGS OF THE SIBYL AND BRING THEM TO ROME. AND SO, PUBLIUS GABINIUS, MARCUS OTACILIUS, AND LUCIUS VALERIUS WERE SENT, AND THEY BROUGHT TO ROME ABOUT A THOUSAND VERSES WRITTEN DOWN BY PRIVATE PERSONS." {P. 272}
JUSTIN MARTYR'S ACCOUNT OF THE SIBYL.
THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT OF THE SIBYL AND HER ORACLES CONSTITUTES THE ENTIRE THIRTY-SEVENTH CHAPTER OF A TREATISE ENTITLED A HORTATORY ADDRESS TO THE GREEKS ({GREEK LO'GOS PARAINETIKO`S PRO`S E`'LLHNAS}), USUALLY PUBLISHED AMONG THE WORKS OF JUSTIN MARTYR. IT APPEARS IN MIGNE'S GREEK PATROLOGY, VOL. VII 308, 309. THE AUTHOR OF THE "ANONYMOUS PREFACE" CITES THE SUBSTANCE OF THE CLOSING PORTION AND SEEMS TO HAVE REGARDED IT AS A TESTIMONY OF FIRMIANUS LACTANTIUS. ITS REAL AUTHORSHIP IS UNCERTAIN. YOU MAY VERY EASILY LEARN THE TRUE RELIGION, IN SOME PART AT LEAST, FROM THE ANCIENT SIBYL, WHO TEACHES YOU THROUGH HER ORACLES BY A CERTAIN, POWERFUL, INSPIRATION THINGS WHICH SEEM TO BE NEAR TO THE TEACHING OF THE PROPHETS. THEY SAY THAT SHE WAS OF BABYLONIAN ORIGIN, BEING THE DAUGHTER OF BEROSUS, WHO WROTE THE CHALDEAN HISTORY; AND WHEN SHE HAD CROSSED OVER (I KNOW NOT HOW) INTO THE PARTS OF CAMPANIA SHE UTTERED HER ORACLES THERE IN A CITY CALLED CUMAE, SIX MILES DISTANT FROM BAIAE, WHERE THE HOT SPRINGS OF CAMPANIA ARE TO BE FOUND. BEING IN THAT CITY, WE SAW ALSO A CERTAIN PLACE, IN WHICH WAS SHOWN A VERY GREAT BASILICA MADE OUT OF ONE STONE, A VERY GREAT AFFAIR, AND WORTHY OF ALL ADMIRATION. THERE THEY, WHO RECEIVED IT AS A TRADITION FROM THEIR FOREFATHERS, SAY THAT THE SIBYL ANNOUNCED HER ORACLES. AND IN THE MIDDLE OF THE BASILICA THEY SHOWED US THREE RESERVOIRS MADE OUT OF ONE STONE, IN WHICH WHEN THEY WERE FILLED WITH WATER THEY SAID SHE BATHED, AND HAVING PUT ON HER GARMENT AGAIN, SHE WAS WONT TO GO INTO THE INNERMOST ROOM OF THE BASILICA, WHICH IS MADE OUT OF THE ONE STONE, AND SITTING IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROOM ON A LOFTY PLATFORM AND ON A THRONE, SHE THUS PROCLAIMED HER ORACLES. OF THIS SIBYL AS A PROPHETESS MANY OTHER WRITERS HAVE ALSO MADE MENTION, AND PLATO ALSO IN HIS PHAEDRUS. AND PLATO, WHEN HE READ HER ORACLES, SEEMS TO ME TO HAVE REGARDED THE RECITERS OF ORACLES AS DIVINELY INSPIRED. FOR HE SAW THAT THE THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN SPOKEN OF OLD BY HER WERE ACTUALLY FULFILLED; AND THEREFORE, IN THE DIALOGUE WITH MENO [99], EXPRESSING ADMIRATION AND EULOGY OF THE PROPHETS FOR THEIR SAYINGS, HE HAS THUS WRITTEN: "WE MIGHT TRULY NAME AS DIVINE THOSE WHOM WE CALL {P. 273} PROPHETS. NOT LEAST SHOULD WE SAY THAT THEY ARE DIVINE AND PROFOUNDLY INSPIRED AND POSSESSED OF GOD WHEN THEY TRULY SPEAK OF MANY AND GREAT MATTERS, KNOWING NOTHING OF THE THINGS OF WHICH THEY SPEAK; "CLEARLY AND OBVIOUSLY REFERRING TO THE ORACLES OF THE SIBYL. FOR SHE WAS UNLIKE THE POETS, WHO AFTER THE WRITING OF THEIR POEMS HAVE POWER TO CORRECT AND POLISH, ESPECIALLY THE ACCURACY OF THE METERS, BUT AT THE TIME OF HER INSPIRATION SHE WAS FILLED WITH THE MATTERS OF HER PROPHECY, AND WHEN THE SPELL OF INSPIRATION CEASED HER MEMORY OF THE THINGS SPOKEN ALSO CEASED. THIS ACCORDINGLY IS THE REASON WHY ALL THE METERS OF THE VERSES OF THE SIBYL HAVE NOT BEEN PRESERVED. FOR WE OURSELVES, BEING IN THE CITY, LEARNED FROM THE GUIDES WHO SHOWED US THE PLACES IN WHICH SHE UTTERED HER ORACLES THAT THERE WAS ALSO A VESSEL MADE OF BRONZE IN WHICH THEY SAID HER REMAINS WERE PRESERVED. AND BESIDES ALL OTHER THINGS WHICH THEY NARRATED, THEY ALSO TOLD US THIS, AS HAVING HEARD IT FROM THEIR FOREFATHERS, THAT THEY WHO RECEIVED THE ORACLES AT THAT TIME, BEING WITHOUT EDUCATION, OFTEN UTTERLY MISSED THE ACCURACY OF THE METERS, AND THIS THEY SAID WAS THE REASON FOR THE WANT OF METER IN SOME OF THE VERSES, THE PROPHETESS AFTER THE CEASING OF HER POSSESSION AND HER INSPIRATION HAVING NO REMEMBRANCE OF WHAT SHE HAD SAID, AND THE WRITERS HAVING FAILED FOR WANT OF EDUCATION TO PRESERVE THE ACCURACY OF THE METERS. THEREFORE, IT IS EVIDENT THAT PLATO SAID THIS ABOUT THE RECITERS OF ORACLES IN REFERENCE TO THE ORACLES OF THE SIBYL; FOR HE THUS SAID: "WHEN THEY TRULY SPEAK OF MANY AND GREAT MATTERS, KNOWING NOTHING OF THE THINGS OF WHICH THEY SPEAK." [1] [1. PLATO, MENO, 99.] {P. 274}
THE SIBYLLINE ACROSTIC.
THE ACROSTIC IN BOOK VIII, 284-330 (GREEK TEXT, 217-250), IS OF A NATURE TO ATTRACT SPECIAL ATTENTION AND INTEREST. NOT A FEW OF THE EARLIEST PUBLISHED MONOGRAPHS TOUCHING THE GREEK SIBYLLINE VERSES GAVE THE TEXT OF THIS ACROSTIC WITH EXPLANATORY OBSERVATIONS UPON IT. AUGUSTINE IN THE EIGHTEENTH BOOK OF HIS DE CIVITATE DEI (CHAP. XXIII) CITES THE FIRST TWENTY-SEVEN LINES IN A LATIN TRANSLATION WHICH AIMS TO RETAIN THE ACROSTIC FORM OF THE GREEK TEXT. HE FURTHER OBSERVES THAT "THE VERSES ARE TWENTY-SEVEN, WHICH IS THE CUBE OF THREE. FOR THREE TIMES THREE ARE NINE, AND NINE ITSELF, IF TRIPLED, SO AS TO RISE FROM THE SUPERFICIAL SQUARE TO THE CUBE, COMES TO TWENTY-SEVEN. BUT IF YOU JOIN THE INITIAL LETTERS OF THE FIVE GREEK WORDS ({GREEK I?HSOU~S XRISTO'S ÐEOU~ UI'O`S SWTH'R}}) WHICH MEAN, 'JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, THE SAVIOR', THEY WILL MAKE THE WORD {GREEK I?XÐU'S}, THAT IS, FISH, IN WHICH WORD CHRIST IS MYSTICALLY UNDERSTOOD, BECAUSE HE WAS ABLE TO LIVE, THAT IS, TO EXIST, WITHOUT [SEXUAL] SIN IN THE ABYSS OF THIS MORTALITY AS IN THE DEPTH OF WATERS." THE FOLLOWING VERSION OF THE TWENTY-SEVEN LINES SPOKEN OF ABOVE IS TAKEN FROM MARCUS DODS'S TRANSLATION OF AUGUSTINE'S DE CIVITATE DEI IN THE "SELECT LIBRARY OF THE NICENE AND POST-NICENE FATHERS." THE READER WILL NOTICE THAT THE NAME OF CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS WRITTEN IN THE LENGTHENED GREEK FORM {GREEK XREISTO'S}.
{GREEK I} JUDGMENT SHALL MOISTEN THE EARTH WITH THE SWEAT OF ITS STANDARD,
{GREEK H} EVER ENDURING, BEHOLD THE KING SHALL COME THROUGH THE AGES,
{GREEK S} SENT TO BE HERE IN THE FLESH, AND JUDGE AT THE LAST OF THE WORLD.
{GREEK O} O GOD, THE BELIEVING AND FAITHLESS ALIKE SHALL BEHOLD THEE
{GREEK U} UPLIFTED WITH SAINTS, WHEN AT LAST THE AGES ARE ENDED,
{GREEK S} SISTED BEFORE HIM ARE SOULS IN THE FLESH FOR HIS JUDGMENT {P. 275}
{GREEK X} HID IN THICK VAPORS, THE WHILE DESOLATE LIETH THE EARTH,
{GREEK R} REJECTED BY MEN ARE THE IDOLS AND LONG-HIDDEN TREASURES;
{GREEK E} EARTH IS CONSUMED BY THE FIRE, AND IT SEARCHES THE OCEAN AND HEAVEN;
{GREEK I} ISSUING FORTH, IT DESTROYS THE TERRIBLE PORTALS OF HELL.
{GREEK S} SAINTS IN THEIR BODY AND SOUL FREEDOM AND LIGHT SHALL INHERIT
{GREEK T} THOSE WHO ARE GUILTY SHALL BURN IN FIRE AND BRIMSTONE FOREVER.
{GREEK O} OCCULT ACTIONS REVEALING, EACH ONE SHALL PUBLISH HIS SECRETS
{GREEK S} SECRETS OF EVERY MAN'S HEART GOD SHALL REVEAL IN THE LIGHT.
{GREEK Ð} THEN SHALL BE WEEPING AND WAILING, YEA, AND GNASHING OF TEETH;
{GREEK E} ECLIPSED IS THE SUN, AND SILENCED THE STARS IN THEIR CHORUS.
{GREEK O} OVER AND GONE IS THE SPLENDOR OF MOONLIGHT, MELTED THE HEAVEN.
{GREEK U} UPLIFTED BY HIM ARE THE VALLEYS, AND CAST DOWN THE MOUNTAINS.
{GREEK U} UTTERLY GONE AMONG MEN ARE DISTINCTIONS OF LOFTY AND LOWLY.
{GREEK I} INTO THE PLAINS RUSH THE HILLS, THE SKIES AND OCEANS ARE MINGLED.
{GREEK O} O, WHAT AN END OF ALL THINGS! EARTH BROKEN IN PIECES SHALL PERISH;
{GREEK S} SWELLING TOGETHER AT ONCE SHALL THE WATERS AND FLAMES FLOW IN RIVERS.
{GREEK S} SOUNDING, THE ARCHANGEL'S TRUMPET SHALL PEAL DOWN FROM HEAVEN,
{GREEK W} OVER THE WICKED WHO GROAN IN THEIR GUILT AND THEIR MANIFOLD SORROWS.
{GREEK T} TREMBLING, THE EARTH SHALL BE OPENED, REVEALING CHAOS AND HELL.
{GREEK H} EVERY KING BEFORE GOD SHALL STAND IN THAT DAY TO BE JUDGED.
{GREEK R} RIVERS OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE SHALL FALL FROM THE HEAVENS.
THE FOLLOWING VERSION OF THE SAME TWENTY-SEVEN LINES ARE FROM THE CHRISTIAN REVIEW, VOL. XIII, 1848, P. 99.
{GREEK I} JUDGMENT IMPENDS. LO! THE EARTH REEKS WITH SWEAT;
{GREEK H} HE, THE DESTINED KING OF FUTURE AGES, COMES;
{GREEK S} SOON HE DESCENDS--THE JUDGE IN HUMAN FORM.
{GREEK O} ON SPEEDS THE GOD--HIS FRIENDS AND FOES BEHOLD HIM.
{GREEK U} VENGEANCE HE WEARS, ENTHRONED WITH HIS HOLY ONES.
{GREEK S} SEE HOW THE DEAD ASSUME THEIR ANCIENT FORMS.
{GREEK X} CHOKED WITH THORNY HEDGES LIES THE WASTE, DREARY WORLD
{GREEK R} RUINED ARE THE IDOL GODS; THEY SCORN THEIR HEAPS OF GOLD.
{GREEK E} EVEN LAND AND SEA AND SKY SHALL RAGING FIRE CONSUME.
{GREEK I} ITS PENETRATING FLAMES SHALL BURST THE GATES OF HELL.
{GREEK S} SHINING IN LIGHT BEHOLD THE SAINTS IMMORTAL.
{GREEK T} TURN TO THE GUILTY, BURNING IN ENDLESS FLAMES.
{GREEK O} OVER HIDDEN DEEDS OF DARKNESS NO VEIL SHALL BE SPREAD.
{GREEK S} [SEXUAL] SINNERS TO THEIR GOD WILL REVEAL THEIR [TOP] SECRET THOUGHTS. {P. 276}
{GREEK Ð} THERE WILL BE A BITTER WAILING; THERE THEY GNASH WITH THEIR TEETH.
{GREEK E} EBON CLOUDS VEIL THE SUN; THE STARS THEIR CHORUS CEASE;
{GREEK O} OVER OUR HEADS THE HEAVENS ROLL NOT, THE LUNAR SPLENDORS FADE.
{GREEK U} UNDERNEATH THE MOUNTAINS LIE; THE VALLEYS TOUCH THE SKY.
{GREEK U} UNKNOWN THE HEIGHTS OR DEPTHS OF MAN, SINCE ALL SHALL PROSTRATE LIE.
{GREEK I} IN THE OCEAN'S DARK GULF SINK THE MOUNTAINS AND THE PLAINS.
{GREEK O} ORDER CASTS AWAY HER EMPIRE; CREATION ENDS IN CHAOS.
{GREEK S} SWOLLEN RIVERS AND LEAPING FOUNTAINS ARE CONSUMED IN THE FLAMES.
{GREEK S} SHRILL SOUNDS THE TRUMPET; ITS BLAST RENDS THE SKY.
{GREEK W} O, FEARFUL ARE THE GROANINGS, THE SORROWS OF THE DOOMED.
{GREEK T} TARTAREAN CHAOTIC DEPTHS THE GAPING EARTH REVEALS.
{GREEK H} EARTH'S VAUNTED MONARCHS SHALL STAND BEFORE THE LORD.
{GREEK R} RIVERS OF SULPHUR ROLL ALONG AND FLAMES DESCEND THE SKY.
THE FOLLOWING VERSION FROM THE CHRISTIAN REMEMBRANCER, VOL. XLII, 1861, P. 287, ACCORDS WITH THE ORDER OF INITIAL ENGLISH LETTERS OF THE WORDS, JESUS CHRIST, SON OF GOD, THE SAVIOUR, THE CROSS:
JUDGMENT AT HAND, THE EARTH SHALL SWEAT WITH FEAR
ETERNAL KING, THE JUDGE SHALL COME ON HIGH;
SHALL DOOM ALL FLESH; SHALL BID THE WORLD APPEAR
UNVEILED BEFORE HIS THRONE. HIM EVERY EYE
SHALL, JUST OR UNJUST, SEE IN MAJESTY.
CONSUMMATE TIME SHALL VIEW THE SAINTS ASSEMBLE,
HIS OWN ASSESSORS; AND THE SOULS OF MEN
ROUND THE GREAT JUDGMENT SEAT SHALL WAIL AND TREMBLE
IN FEAR OF SENTENCE. AND THE GREEN EARTH THEN
SHALL TURN TO DESERT; THEY THAT SEE THAT DAY
TO MOLES AND BATS THEIR GODS SHALL CAST AWAY.
SEA, EARTH, AND HEAVEN, AND HELL'S DREAD GATES SHALL BURN;
OBEDIENT TO THEIR CALL, THE DEAD RETURN;
NOR SHALL THE JUDGE UNFITTING DOOM DISCERN;
OF CHAINS AND DARKNESS TO EACH WICKED SOUL;
FOR THEM THAT HAVE DONE GOOD, THE STARRY POLE.
GNASHING OF TEETH, AND WOE AND FIERCE DESPAIR
OF SUCH AS HEAR THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE DECLARE
DEEDS LONG FORGOT, WHICH THAT LAST DAY SHALL BARE. {P. 277}
THEN, WHEN EACH DARKENED BREAST HE BRINGS TO SIGHT,
HEAVEN'S STARS SHALL FALL; AND DAY BE TURNED TO NIGHT;
EFFACED THE SUN-RAY, AND THE MOON'S PALE LIGHT.
SURELY THE VALLEYS HE ON HIGH SHALL RAISE;
ALL HILLS SHALL CEASE, ALL MOUNTAINS TURN TO PLAIN;
VESSEL SHALL NO MORE PASS THE WATERY WAYS;
IN THE DREAD LIGHTNING PARCHING EARTH SHALL BLAZE,
OGYGIAN RIVERS SEEK TO FLOW IN VAIN;
UNUTTERABLE WOE THE TRUMPET BLAST,
RE-ECHOING THROUGH THE ETHER, SHALL FORECAST.
THEN TARTARUS SHALL WRAP THE WORLD IN GLOOM,
HIGH CHIEFS AND PRINCES SHALL RECEIVE THEIR DOOM,
ETERNAL FIRE AND BRIMSTONE FOR THEIR TOMB.
CROWN OF THE WORLD, SWEET WOOD, SALVATION'S HORN,
REARING ITS BEAUTY, SHALL FOR MAN BE BORN;
O WOOD, THAT SAINTS ADORE, AND [SEXUAL] SINNERS, SCORN!
SO FROM TWELVE FOUNTAINS SHALL ITS LIGHT BE POURED;
STAFF OF THE SHEPHERD, A VICTORIOUS SWORD. {P. 278}
THE APOCALYPSE OF BARUCH [2 BARUCH]
THE BOOK OF THE APOCALYPSE OF BARUCH THE SON OF NERIAH
1—4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE COMING DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM TO BARUCH
 1 1 AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE TWENTY-FIFTH YEAR OF JECONIAH, KING OF JUDAH, THAT THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO BARUCH, THE SON OF NERIAH, AND SAID TO HIM: 2 'HAVE YOU SEEN ALL THAT THIS PEOPLE ARE DOING TO ME, THAT THE EVILS WHICH THESE TWO TRIBES WHICH REMAINED HAVE DONE ARE GREATER THAN (THOSE OF) THE TEN TRIBES WHICH WERE CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE? 3 FOR THE FORMER TRIBES WERE FORCED BY THEIR KINGS TO COMMIT [SEXUAL] SIN, BUT THESE TWO OF THEMSELVES HAVE BEEN FORCING AND COMPELLING THEIR KINGS TO COMMIT [SEXUAL] SIN. 4 FOR THIS REASON, BEHOLD I BRING EVIL UPON THIS CITY, AND UPON ITS INHABITANTS, AND IT SHALL BE REMOVED FROM BEFORE ME FOR A TIME, AND I WILL SCATTER THIS PEOPLE AMONG THE GENTILES THAT THEY MAY DO GOOD TO THE GENTILES. AND MY PEOPLE SHALL BE CHASTENED, AND THE TIME SHALL COME WHEN THEY WILL SEEK FOR THE PROSPERITY OF THEIR TIMES. 
2 1 FOR I HAVE SAID THESE THINGS TO YOU THAT YOU MAY BID JEREMIAH, AND ALL THOSE THAT ARE LIKE YOU, TO RETIRE FROM THIS CITY. 2 FOR YOUR WORKS ARE TO THIS CITY AS A FIRM PILLAR, AND YOUR PRAYERS AS A STRONG WALL.' 
3 1 AND I SAID: 'O LORD, MY LORD, HAVE I COME INTO THE WORLD FOR THIS PURPOSE THAT I MIGHT SEE THE EVILS OF MY MOTHER? NOT (SO) MY LORD. 2 IF I HAVE FOUND GRACE IN YOUR SIGHT, FIRST TAKE MY SPIRIT THAT I MAY GO TO MY FATHERS AND NOT BEHOLD THE DESTRUCTION OF MY MOTHER. FOR TWO THINGS VEHEMENTLY CONSTRAIN ME: FOR I CANNOT RESIST YOU, AND MY SOUL, MOREOVER, CANNOT BEHOLD THE EVILS OF MY MOTHER. 4 BUT ONE THING I WILL SAY IN YOUR PRESENCE, O LORD. 5 WHAT, THEREFORE, WILL THERE BE AFTER THESE THINGS? FOR IF YOU DESTROY YOUR CITY, AND DELIVER UP YOUR LAND TO THOSE THAT HATE US, HOW SHALL THE NAME OF ISRAEL BE AGAIN REMEMBERED? 6 OR HOW SHALL ONE SPEAK OF YOUR PRAISES? OR TO WHOM SHALL THAT WHICH IS IN YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW BE EXPLAINED? OR SHALL THE WORLD RETURN TO ITS [SEXLESS] NATURE OF AFORETIME), AND THE AGE REVERT TO PRIMEVAL SILENCE? AND SHALL THE MULTITUDE OF SOULS BE TAKEN AWAY, AND THE NATURE OF MAN NOT AGAIN BE NAMED? AND WHERE IS ALL THAT WHICH YOU DID SAY REGARDING US?'	
4 1 AND THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: 'THIS CITY SHALL BE DELIVERED UP FOR A TIME, AND THE PEOPLE SHALL BE CHASTENED DURING A TIME, AND THE WORLD WILL NOT BE GIVEN OVER TO OBLIVION. 4:2-7. THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM 2 [DOST YOU THINK THAT THIS IS THAT CITY OF WHICH I SAID: "ON THE PALMS OF MY HANDS HAVE I GRAVEN YOU"? 3 THIS BUILDING NOW BUILT IN YOUR MIDST IS NOT THAT WHICH IS REVEALED WITH ME, THAT WHICH PREPARED BEFOREHAND HERE FROM THE TIME WHEN I TOOK COUNSEL TO MAKE PARADISE, AND SHOWED ADAM BEFORE HE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, BUT WHEN HE TRANSGRESSED THE COMMANDMENT IT WAS REMOVED FROM HIM, AS ALSO PARADISE. 4 AND AFTER THESE THINGS I SHOWED IT TO MY SERVANT ABRAHAM BY NIGHT AMONG THE PORTIONS OF THE VICTIMS. 5 AND AGAIN ALSO I SHOWED IT TO MOSES ON MOUNT SINAI WHEN I SHOWED TO THE LIKENESS OF THE TABERNACLE AND ALL ITS VESSELS. 6 AND NOW, BEHOLD, IT IS PRESERVED WITH ME, AS PARADISE. 7 GO, THEREFORE, AND DO AS I COMMAND YOU.']
5. BARUCH'S COMPLAINT AND GOD'S REASSURANCE
5 1	AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: 'SO THEN I AM DESTINED TO GRIEVE FOR ZION, FOR YOUR ENEMIES WILL COME TO THIS PLACE AND [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE YOUR SANCTUARY, AND LEAD YOUR INHERITANCE INTO CAPTIVITY, AND MAKE THEMSELVES MASTERS OF THOSE WHOM YOU HAVE [SEXUAL] LOVED, AND THEY WILL DEPART AGAIN TO THE PLACE OF THEIR IDOLS, AND WILL BOAST BEFORE THEM: AND WHAT WILL YOU DO FOR YOUR GREAT NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]?' 2 AND THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: 'MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND MY GLORY ARE UNTO ALL ETERNITY; AND MY JUDGMENT SHALL MAINTAIN ITS RIGHT IN ITS OWN TIME. 3 AND YOU SHALL SEE WITH YOUR EYES THAT THE ENEMY WILL NOT OVERTHROW ZION, NOR SHALL THEY BURN JERUSALEM, BUT BE THE MINISTERS OF THE JUDGE FOR THE TIME. 4 BUT DO YOU GO AND DO WHATSOEVER I HAVE SAID UNTO YOU. 5 AND I WENT AND TOOK JEREMIAH, AND ADU, AND SERIAH, AND JABISH, AND GEDALIAH, AND ALL THE HONORABLE MEN OF THE PEOPLE, AND I LED THEM TO THE VALLEY OF KIDRON, AND I NARRATED TO THEM ALL THAT HAD BEEN SAID TO ME. 6 AND THEY LIFTED UP THEIR VOICE, AND THEY ALL WEPT. 7 AND WE SAT THERE AND FASTED UNTIL THE EVENING. 
6—8. INVASION OF THE CHALDEANS AND THEIR ENTRANCE INTO THE CITY AFTER THE SACRED VESSELS WERE HIDDEN AND THE CITY'S WALLS OVERTHROWN BY ANGELS
 6 1 AND IT CAME TO PASS ON THE MORROW THAT, LO! THE ARMY OF THE CHALDEES SURROUNDED THE CITY, AND AT THE TIME OF THE EVENING, I, BARUCH, LEFT THE PEOPLE, AND I WENT FORTH AND STOOD BY THE OAK. 2 AND I WAS GRIEVING OVER ZION, AND LAMENTING OVER THE CAPTIVITY WHICH HAD COME UPON THE PEOPLE. 3 AND LO! SUDDENLY A STRONG SPIRIT RAISED ME, AND BORE ME ALOFT OVER THE WALL OF JERUSALEM. 4 AND I BEHELD, AND LO! FOUR ANGELS STANDING AT THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE CITY, EACH OF THEM HOLDING A TORCH OF FIRE IN HIS HANDS. 5 AND ANOTHER ANGEL BEGAN TO DESCEND FROM HEAVEN. AND SAID UNTO THEM: 'HOLD YOUR LAMPS, AND DO NOT LIGHT THEM TILL I TELL YOU. 6 FOR I AM FIRST SENT TO SPEAK A WORD TO THE EARTH, AND TO PLACE IN IT WHAT THE LORD THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] HAS COMMANDED ME.' 7 AND I SAW HIM DESCEND INTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES, AND TAKE FROM THERE THE VEIL, AND HOLY ARK, AND THE MERCY-SEAT, AND THE TWO TABLES, AND THE HOLY RAIMENT OF THE PRIESTS, AND THE ALTAR OF INCENSE, AND THE FORTY-EIGHT PRECIOUS STONES, WHEREWITH THE PRIEST WAS ADORNED AND ALL THE HOLY VESSELS OF THE TABERNACLE. 8 AND HE SPOKE TO THE EARTH WITH A LOUD VOICE: 'EARTH, EARTH, EARTH, HEAR THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE MIGHTY GOD, AND RECEIVE WHAT I COMMIT TO YOU, AND GUARD THEM UNTIL THE LAST TIMES, SO THAT, WHEN YOU ARE ORDERED, YOU MAY RESTORE THEM, SO THAT STRANGERS MAY NOT GET POSSESSION OF THEM. 9 FOR THE TIME COMES WHEN JERUSALEM ALSO WILL BE DELIVERED FOR A TIME, UNTIL IT IS SAID, THAT IT IS AGAIN RESTORED FOR EVER.' 10 AND THE EARTH OPENED ITS MOUTH AND SWALLOWED THEM UP.
7 1 AND AFTER THESE THINGS I HEARD THAT ANGEL SAYING UNTO THOSE ANGELS WHO HELD THE LAMPS: 'DESTROY, THEREFORE, AND OVERTHROW ITS WALL TO ITS FOUNDATIONS, LEST THE ENEMY SHOULD BOAST AND SAY: "WE HAVE OVERTHROWN THE WALL OF ZION, AND WE HAVE BURNT THE PLACE OF THE MIGHTY GOD."' 2 AND THEY HAVE SEIZED THE PLACE WHERE I HAD BEEN STANDING BEFORE.
8 1 NOW THE ANGELS DID AS HE HAD COMMANDED THEM, AND WHEN THEY HAD BROKEN UP THE CORNERS OF THE WALLS, A VOICE WAS HEARD FROM THE INTERIOR OF THE TEMPLE, AFTER THE WALL HAD FALL SAYING: 2 'ENTER, YOU ENEMIES, AND COME, YOU ADVERSARIES; FOR HE WHO KEPT THE HOUSE HAS FORSAKEN (IT).' 3 AND I, BARUCH, DEPARTED. 4 AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THESE THINGS THAT THE ARMY OF THE CHALDEES ENTERED AND SEIZED THE HOUSE, AND ALL THAT WAS AROUND IT. AND THEY LED THE PEOPLE AWAY CAPTIVE AND SLEW SOME OF THEM, AND BOUND ZEDEKIAH THE KING, AND SENT HIM TO THE KING OF BABYLON.  
9—12. FIRST FAST OF SEVEN DAYS: BARUCH TO REMAIN AMID THE RUINS OF JERUSALEM AND JEREMIAH TO ACCOMPANY THE EXILES TO BABYLON. BARUCH'S DIRGE OVER JERUSALEM
9 1 AND I, BARUCH, CAME, AND JEREMIAH, WHOSE HEART WAS FOUND PURE FROM [SEXUAL] SINS, WHO HAD NOT BEEN CAPTURED IN THE SEIZURE OF THE CITY. 2 AND WE RENT OUR GARMENTS, WE WEPT, AND MOURNED, AND FASTED SEVEN DAYS.
10 1 AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER SEVEN DAYS, THAT THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD CAME TO ME, AND SAID UNTO ME: 2 'TELL JEREMIAH TO GO AND SUPPORT THE CAPTIVITY OF THE PEOPLE UNTO BABYLON. BUT DO YOU REMAIN HERE AMID THE DESOLATION OF ZION, AND I WILL SHOW TO YOU AFTER THESE DAYS 'WHAT WILL BEFALL AT THE END OF DAYS.' AND I SAID TO JEREMIAH AS THE LORD COMMANDED ME. AND HE, INDEED, DEPARTED WITH THE PEOPLE, BUT I, BARUCH, RETURNED AND SAT BEFORE THE GATES OF THE TEMPLE, AND I LAMENTED WITH THE FOLLOWING LAMENTATION OVER ZION AND SAID: 6 'BLESSED IS HE WHO WAS NOT BORN, OR HE, WHO HAVING BEEN BORN, HAS DIED. 7 BUT AS FOR US WHO LIVE, WOE UNTO US, BECAUSE WE SEE THE AFFLICTIONS OF ZION, AND WHAT HAS BEFALLEN JERUSALEM. 8 I WILL CALL THE SIRENS FROM THE SEA, AND YOU LILIN, COME YOU FROM THE DESERT, AND YOU SHEDIM AND DRAGONS FROM THE FORESTS: AWAKE AND GIRD UP YOUR LOINS UNTO MOURNING, AND TAKE UP WITH ME THE DIRGES, AND MAKE LAMENTATION WITH ME. 9 YE HUSBANDMEN, SOW NOT AGAIN; AND, O EARTH, WHEREFORE GIVE YOU YOUR HARVEST FRUITS? 	KEEP WITHIN YOU THE SWEETS OF YOUR SUSTENANCE. 10 AND THOU, VINE, WHY FURTHER DO YOU GIVE YOUR WINE; FOR AN OFFERING WILL NOT AGAIN BE MADE FROM THERE IN ZION, NOR WILL FIRST-FRUITS AGAIN BE OFFERED. 11 AND DO YE, O HEAVENS, 'WITHHOLD YOUR DEW, AND OPEN NOT THE TREASURIES OF RAIN: 12 AND DO THOU, O SUN WITHHOLD THE LIGHT OF YOUR RAYS. AND DO THOU, O MOON, EXTINGUISH THE MULTITUDE OF YOUR LIGHT; FOR WHY SHOULD LIGHT RISE AGAIN WHERE THE LIGHT OF ZION IS DARKENED? 13 AND YOU, YOU BRIDEGROOMS, ENTER NOT IN, AND LET NOT THE BRIDES ADORN THEMSELVES WITH GARLANDS; AND, YOU WOMEN, PRAY NOT THAT YOU MAY BEAR. 14 FOR THE BARREN SHALL ABOVE ALL REJOICE, AND THOSE WHO HAVE NO SONS SHALL BE GLAD, AND THOSE WHO HAVE SONS SHALL HAVE ANGUISH. 15 FOR WHY SHOULD THEY BEAR IN PAIN, ONLY TO BURY IN GRIEF? 16 OR WHY, AGAIN, SHOULD MANKIND HAVE SONS? OR WHY SHOULD THE SEED OF THEIR KIND AGAIN BE NAMED, WHERE THIS MOTHER IS DESOLATE, AND HER SONS ARE LED INTO CAPTIVITY? 17 FROM THIS TIME FORWARD SPEAK NOT OF BEAUTY, AND DISCOURSE NOT OF GRACEFULNESS. 18 MOREOVER, YOU PRIESTS) TAKE YOU THE KEYS OF THE SANCTUARY, AND CAST THEM INTO THE HEIGHT OF HEAVEN, AND GIVE THEM TO THE LORD AND SAY: "GUARD YOUR HOUSE THYSELF, FOR LO! WE ARE FOUND FALSE STEWARDS." 19 AND YOU, YOU VIRGINS; WHO WEAVE FINE LINEN AND SILK WITH GOLD OF OPHIR, TAKE WITH HASTE ALL (THESE) THINGS AND CAST (THEM) INTO THE FIRE, THAT IT MAY BEAR THEM TO HIM WHO MADE THEM, AND THE FLAME SEND THEM TO HIM WHO CREATED THEM, LEST THE ENEMY GET POSSESSION OF THEM.'
11 1 MOREOVER, I, BARUCH, SAY THIS AGAINST YOU, BABYLON: 'IF YOU HAD PROSPERED, AND ZION HAD DWELT IN HER GLORY, YET THE GRIEF TO US HAD BEEN GREAT THAT YOU SHOULD BE EQUAL TO ZION. 2 BUT NOW, LO! THE GRIEF IS INFINITE, AND THE LAMENTATION MEASURELESS, FOR LO! YOU ARE PROSPERED AND ZION DESOLATE. 3 WHO WILL BE JUDGE REGARDING THESE THINGS? OR TO WHOM SHALL WE COMPLAIN REGARDING THAT WHICH HAS BEFALLEN US? O LORD, HOW HAVE YOU BORNE (IT)? 4 OUR FATHERS WENT TO REST WITHOUT GRIEF, AND LO! THE RIGHTEOUS SLEEP IN THE EARTH IN TRANQUILITY; 5 FOR THEY KNEW NOT THIS ANGUISH, NOR YET HAD THEY HEARD OF THAT WHICH HAD BEFALLEN US. 6 WOULD THAT YOU HAD EARS, O EARTH, AND THAT YOU HAD A HEART, O DUST: THAT YOU MIGHT GO AND ANNOUNCE IN SHEOL, AND SAY TO THE DEAD: 7 "BLESSED ARE YOU MORE THAN WE WHO LIVE."'
OXYRHYNCHUS GREEK FRAGMENT
OXYRHYNCHUS PAPYRI, VOL. III. 3-7, 1903. VERSO. 12 1 BUT I WILL SAY THIS AS I THINK. AND I WILL SPEAK AGAINST YOU, O LAND, WHICH ALT PROSPERING. 2 THE NOONDAY DOES NOT ALWAYS BURN. NOR DO THE RAYS OF THE SUN CONSTANTLY GIVE LIGHT. 3 DO NOT EXPECT LAND HOPE] THAT YOU WILL ALWAYS HE PROSPEROUS AND REJOICING. AND BE NOT GREATLY UP LIFTED AND BOASTFUL. 4 FOR ASSUREDLY IN ITS OWN SEASON SHALL THE (DIVINE) WRATH AWAKE AGAINST YOU. WHICH NOW IN LONG-SUFFERING IS HELD IN AS IT WERE BY REINS. (2-5) 12 1 BUT I WILL SAY THIS AS I THINK, AND SPEAK AGAINST YOU, THE LAND THAT IS PROSPERING. 2 NOT ALWAYS DOES THE NOONDAY BURN, NOR DO THE RAYS OF THE SUN CONSTANTLY GIVE LIGHT. (6-8) 3 AND DO NOT YOU EXPECT TO REJOICE, NOR CONDEMN GREATLY. (8-10) 4 FOR ASSUREDLY IN ITS SEASON SHALL THE (DIVINE) WRATH BE AWAKENED AGAINST YOU, WHICH IS NOW RESTRAINED BY LONG-SUFFERING AS IT WERE BY A REIN. 12:5-13. SECOND FAST. REVELATION AS TO THE COMING JUDGMENT ON THE HEATHEN. 5 AND WHEN I HAD SAID THESE THINGS, I FASTED SEVEN DAYS. 13 1 AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THESE THINGS, THAT I, BARUCH, WAS STANDING UPON MOUNT ZION, AND LO! A VOICE CAME FROM THE HEIGHT AND SAID UNTO ME: 2 'STAND UPON YOUR FEET, BARUCH, AND HEAR THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE MIGHTY GOD.' (10-16) 5 AND HAVING SAID THESE THINGS I FASTED SEVEN DAYS. 13 1 AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THESE THINGS THAT I, BARUCH, WAS STANDING UPON MOUNT ZION, AND LO A VOICE CAME FORTH FROM THE HEIGHT AND SAID UNTO ME: 2 'STAND UPON YOUR FEET, BARUCH, AND HEAR THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE MIGHTY GOD.' 3 BECAUSE YOU HAVE BEEN ASTONISHED AT WHAT HAS BEFALLEN ZION, YOU SHALL THEREFORE BE ASSUREDLY PRESERVED TO THE CONSUMMATION OF THE TIMES, THAT YOU MAY BE FOR A TESTIMONY. 4 SO THAT, IF EVER THOSE PROSPEROUS CITIES SAY: 5 'WHY HATH THE MIGHTY GOD BROUGHT UPON US THIS RETRIBUTION?' SAY YOU TO THEM, YOU AND THOSE LIKE YOU WHO SHALL HAVE SEEN THIS EVIL: '(THIS IS THE EVIL) AND RETRIBUTION WHICH IS COMING UPON YOU AND UPON YOUR PEOPLE IN ITS (DESTINED) TIME THAT THE NATIONS MAY BE THOROUGHLY SMITTEN. 6 AND THEN THEY SHALL BE IN ANGUISH. 7 AND IF THEY SAY AT THAT TIME: 8 FOR HOW LONG? YOU WILL SAY TO THEM: "YE WHO HAVE DRUNK THE STRAINED WINE, DRINK YOU ALSO OF ITS DREGS, THE JUDGMENT OF THE LOFTY ONE WHO HAS NO RESPECT OF PERSONS."' 9 ON THIS ACCOUNT HE HAD AFORETIME NO MERCY ON HIS OWN SONS, BUT AFFLICTED THEM AS HIS ENEMIES, BECAUSE THEY [SEXUALLY] SINNED, 10 THEN THEREFORE WERE THEY CHASTENED THAT THEY MIGHT BE SANCTIFIED. 11 BUT NOW, YOU PEOPLES AND NATIONS, YOU ARE GUILTY BECAUSE YOU HAVE ALWAYS TRODDEN DOWN THE EARTH, AND USED THE CREATION UNRIGHTEOUSLY. 12 FOR I HAVE ALWAYS BENEFITED YOU. AND YOU HAVE ALWAYS BEEN UNGRATEFUL FOR THE BENEFICENCE. (19-20) 11 (YE) PEOPLES AND... (YE) HAVE TRODDEN DOWN THE EARTH AND MISUSED THE CREATED THINGS IN IT. (21-22) 12 FOR YOU WERE ALWAYS BEING BENEFITED BUT YOU WERE ALWAYS UNGRATEFUL. 
14—19. THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE RIGHTEOUS HAS PROFITED NEITHER THEM NOR THEIR CITY; GOD'S JUDGMENTS ARE INCOMPREHENSIBLE; THE WORLD WAS MADE FOR THE RIGHTEOUS, YET THEY PASS AND THE WORLD REMAINS (14). ANSWER—MAN KNOWS GOD'S JUDGMENTS AND HAS [SEXUALLY] SINNED WILLINGLY. THIS WORLD IS A WEARINESS TO THE RIGHTEOUS BUT THE NEXT IS THEIRS (15), TO BE WON THROUGH CHARACTER WHETHER A MAN'S TIME HERE BE LONG OR SHORT (16—17). FINAL WEAL OR WOE—THE SUPREME QUESTION (18—19).
14 1 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: 'LO! YOU HAVE SHOWN ME THE METHOD OF THE TIMES, AND THAT WHICH SHALL BE AFTER THESE THINGS, AND YOU HAVE SAID UNTO ME, THAT THE RETRIBUTION, WHICH HAS BEEN SPOKEN OF BY YOU, SHALL COME UPON THE NATIONS. 2 AND NOW I KNOW THAT THOSE WHO HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED ARE MANY, AND THEY HAVE LIVED IN PROSPERITY,' AND DEPARTED FROM THE WORLD, BUT THE FEW NATIONS WILL BE LEFT IN THOSE TIMES, TO WHOM THOSE WORDS SHALL HE SAID WHICH YOU DID SAY. 3 FOR WHAT ADVANTAGE IS THERE IN THIS, OR WHAT (EVIL), WORSE THAN WHAT' WE HAVE SEEN BEFALL US, ARE WE TO EXPECT TO SEE? 23-25) 14 1 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: 'BEHOLD, YOU HAVE SHOWN ME THE METHODS OF THE TIMES, AND THAT WHICH SHALL BE. (25-27) AND YOU HAVE SAID UNTO ME THAT THE RETRIBUTION WHICH WAS SPOKEN OF BY YOU SHALL BE ENDURED BY THE NATIONS. (27-32) 2 AND NOW I KNOW THAT THOSE WHO HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED ARE MANY, AND THEY HAVE LIVED...AND DEPARTED FROM THE WORLD, BUT THAT FEW NATIONS WILL BE LEFT IN THOSE TIMES TO WHOM...THE WORDS (WHICH) YOU DID SAY. (32-33) 3 AND WHAT ADVANTAGE (IS THERE) IN THIS OR WHAT WORSE THAN (THESE?)
11 BUT NOW, YOU PEOPLES AND NATIONS, YOU ARE GUILTY BECAUSE YOU HAVE ALWAYS TRODDEN DOWN THE EARTH, AND USED THE CREATION UNRIGHTEOUSLY. 12 FOR I HAVE ALWAYS BENEFITED YOU. AND YOU HAVE ALWAYS BEEN UNGRATEFUL FOR THE BENEFICENCE. (19-20) 11 (YE) PEOPLES AND... (YE) HAVE TRODDEN DOWN THE EARTH AND MISUSED THE CREATED THINGS IN IT. (21-22) 12 FOR YOU WERE ALWAYS BEING BENEFITED BUT YOU WERE ALWAYS UNGRATEFUL. 
14—19. THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE RIGHTEOUS HAS PROFITED NEITHER THEM NOR THEIR CITY; GOD'S JUDGMENTS ARE INCOMPREHENSIBLE; THE WORLD WAS MADE FOR THE RIGHTEOUS, YET THEY PASS AND THE WORLD REMAINS (14). ANSWER—MAN KNOWS GOD'S JUDGMENTS AND HAS [SEXUALLY] SINNED WILLINGLY. THIS WORLD IS A WEARINESS TO THE RIGHTEOUS BUT THE NEXT IS THEIRS (15), TO BE WON THROUGH CHARACTER WHETHER A MAN'S TIME HERE BE LONG OR SHORT (16—17). FINAL WEAL OR WOE—THE SUPREME QUESTION (18—19).
14 1 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: 'LO! YOU HAVE SHOWN ME THE METHOD OF THE TIMES, AND THAT WHICH SHALL BE AFTER THESE THINGS, AND YOU HAVE SAID UNTO ME, THAT THE RETRIBUTION, WHICH HAS BEEN SPOKEN OF BY YOU, SHALL COME UPON THE NATIONS. 2 AND NOW I KNOW THAT THOSE WHO HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED ARE MANY, AND THEY HAVE LIVED IN PROSPERITY,' AND DEPARTED FROM THE WORLD, BUT THE FEW NATIONS WILL BE LEFT IN THOSE TIMES, TO WHOM THOSE WORDS SHALL HE SAID WHICH YOU DID SAY. 3 FOR WHAT ADVANTAGE IS THERE IN THIS, OR WHAT (EVIL), WORSE THAN WHAT' WE HAVE SEEN BEFALL US, ARE WE TO EXPECT TO SEE? (23-25) 14 1 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: 'BEHOLD, YOU HAVE SHOWN ME THE METHODS OF THE TIMES, AND THAT WHICH SHALL BE. (25-27) AND YOU HAVE SAID UNTO ME THAT THE RETRIBUTION WHICH WAS SPOKEN OF BY YOU SHALL BE ENDURED BY THE NATIONS. (27-32) 2 AND NOW I KNOW THAT THOSE WHO HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED ARE MANY, AND THEY HAVE LIVED...AND DEPARTED FROM THE WORLD, BUT THAT FEW NATIONS WILL BE LEFT IN THOSE TIMES TO WHOM...THE WORDS (WHICH) YOU DID SAY. (32-33) 3 AND WHAT ADVANTAGE (IS THERE) IN THIS OR WHAT WORSE THAN (THESE?)
4 BUT AGAIN I WILL SPEAK IN YOUR PRESENCE: 5 WHAT HAVE THEY PROFITED WHO HAD KNOWLEDGE BEFORE YOU AND HAVE NOT WALKED IN VANITY AS THE REST OF THE NATIONS, AND HAVE NOT SAID TO THE DEAD: "GIVE US LIFE," BUT ALWAYS FEARED YOU, AND HAVE NOT LEFT YOUR WAYS? 6 AND LO! THEY HAVE BEEN CARRIED OFF, NOR ON THEIR ACCOUNT HAVE YOU HAD MERCY ON ZION. 7 AND IF OTHERS DID EVIL, IT WAS DUE TO ZION THAT ON ACCOUNT OF THE WORKS OF THOSE WHO WROUGHT GOOD WORKS SHE SHOULD BE FORGIVEN, AND SHOULD NOT BE OVERWHELMED ON ACCOUNT OF THE WORKS OF THOSE WHO WROUGHT UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 8 BUT WHO, O LORD, MY LORD, WILL COMPREHEND YOUR JUDGMENT, OR WHO WILL SEARCH OUT THE PROFOUNDNESS OF YOUR WAY? OR WHO WILL THINK OUT THE WEIGHT OF YOUR PATH? 9 OR WHO WILL BE ABLE TO THINK OUT YOUR INCOMPREHENSIBLE COUNSEL? OR WHO OF THOSE THAT ARE BORN HAS EVER FOUND THE BEGINNING OR END OF YOUR WISDOM? 10 FOR WE HAVE ALL BEEN MADE LIKE A BREATH. 11 FOR AS THE BREATH ASCENDS INVOLUNTARILY, AND AGAIN DIES, SO IT IS WITH THE NATURE OF MEN, WHO DEPART NOT ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN WILL, AND KNOW NOT WHAT WILL BEFALL THEM IN THE END. 12 FOR THE RIGHTEOUS JUSTLY HOPE FOR THE END, AND WITHOUT FEAR DEPART FROM THIS HABITATION, BECAUSE THEY HAVE WITH YOU A STORE OF WORKS PRESERVED IN TREASURIES. 13 ON THIS ACCOUNT ALSO THESE WITHOUT FEAR LEAVE THIS WORLD, AND TRUSTING WITH JOY THEY HOPE TO RECEIVE THE WORLD WHICH YOU HAVE PROMISED THEM. 14 BUT AS FOR US—WOE TO US, WHO ALSO ARE NOW SHAMEFULLY ENTREATED, AND AT THAT TIME LOOK FORWARD (ONLY) TO EVILS. 15 BUT YOU KNOW ACCURATELY WHAT YOU HAVE DONE BY MEANS OF YOUR SERVANTS; FOR WE ARE NOT ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THAT WHICH IS GOOD AS YOU, ART, OUR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 16 BUT AGAIN I WILL SPEAK IN YOUR PRESENCE, O LORD, MY LORD. 17 WHEN OF OLD THERE WAS NO WORLD WITH ITS INHABITANTS, YOU DID DEVISE AND SPEAK WITH A WORD, AND FORTHWITH THE WORKS OF CREATION STOOD BEFORE YOU. 18 AND YOU DID SAY THAT YOU WOULDST MAKE FOR YOUR WORLD MAN AS THE ADMINISTRATOR OF YOUR WORKS, THAT IT MIGHT BE KNOWN THAT HE WAS BY NO MEANS MADE ON ACCOUNT OF THE WORLD, BUT THE WORLD ON ACCOUNT OF HIM. 19 AND NOW I SEE THAT AS FOR THE WORLD WHICH WAS MADE ON ACCOUNT OF US, LO! IT ABIDES; BUT WE, ON ACCOUNT OF WHOM IT WAS MADE, DEPART.'
15 1 AND THE LORD ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: 'YOU ARE RIGHTLY ASTONISHED REGARDING THE DEPARTURE OF MAN, BUT YOU HAVE NOT JUDGED WELL REGARDING THE EVILS WHICH BEFALL THOSE WHO [SEXUAL] SIN. 2 AND AS REGARDS WHAT YOU HAVE SAID, THAT THE RIGHTEOUS ARE CARRIED OFF AND THE IMPIOUS ARE PROSPERED, 3 AND AS REGARDS WHAT YOU HAVE SAID: "MAN KNOWS NOT YOUR JUDGMENT "—ON THIS ACCOUNT HEAR, AND I WILL SPEAK TO YOU, AND HEARKEN, AND I WILL CAUSE YOU TO HEAR MY WORDS. 5 MAN WOULD NOT RIGHTLY HAVE UNDERSTOOD MY JUDGMENT, UNLESS HE HAD ACCEPTED THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND I HAD INSTRUCTED HIM IN [GODLY] UNDERSTANDING. 6 BUT NOW, BECAUSE HE TRANSGRESSED WITTINGLY, YEA, JUST ON THIS GROUND THAT HE KNOWS (ABOUT IT), HE SHALL BE TORMENTED. 7 AND AS REGARDS WHAT YOU DID SAY TOUCHING THE RIGHTEOUS, THAT ON ACCOUNT OF THEM HAS THIS WORLD COME, SO ALSO AGAIN SHALL THAT, WHICH IS TO COME, COME ON THEIR ACCOUNT. 8 FOR THIS WORLD IS TO THEM A STRIFE AND A LABOR WITH MUCH TROUBLE; AND THAT ACCORDINGLY WHICH IS TO COME, A CROWN WITH GREAT GLORY.'
16 1 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: '0 LORD, MY LORD, LO! THE YEARS OF THIS TIME ARE FEW AND EVIL, AND WHO IS ABLE IN HIS LITTLE TIME TO ACQUIRE THAT WHICH IS MEASURELESS?'
17 1 AND THE LORD ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: 'WITH THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] ACCOUNT IS NOT TAKEN OF TIME NOR OF A FEW YEARS. 2 FOR WHAT DID IT PROFIT ADAM THAT HE LIVED NINE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS AND TRANSGRESSED THAT WHICH HE WAS COMMANDED? THEREFORE, THE MULTITUDE OF TIME THAT HE LIVED DID NOT PROFIT HIM, BUT BROUGHT DEATH AND CUT OFF THE YEARS OF THOSE WHO WERE BORN FROM HIM. WHEREIN DID MOSES SUFFER LOSS IN THAT HE LIVED ONLY ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS, AND, INASMUCH HE WAS SUBJECT TO HIM WHO FORMED HIM, BROUGHT THE [SEXLESS] LAW TO THE SEED OF JACOB, AND LIGHTED A LAMP FOR THE NATION OF ISRAEL?'
18 1 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: 'HE THAT LIGHTED HAS TAKEN FROM THE LIGHT, AND THERE ARE BUT FEW THAT HAVE IMITATED HIM. BUT THOSE MANY WHOM HE HAS LIGHTED HAVE TAKEN FROM THE DARKNESS OF ADAM AND HAVE NOT REJOICED IN THE LIGHT OF THE LAMP.'
19 AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: 'WHEREFORE AT THAT TIME HE APPOINTED FOR THEM A COVENANT AND SAID: "BEHOLD I HAVE PLACED BEFORE YOU, LIFE AND DEATH," AND HE CALLED HEAVEN AND EARTH TO WITNESS AGAINST THEM. 2 	FOR HE KNEW THAT HIS TIME WAS BUT SHORT, BUT THAT HEAVEN AND EARTH ENDURE ALWAYS. 3 BUT AFTER HIS DEATH THEY [SEXUALLY] SINNED AND TRANSGRESSED, THOUGH THEY KNEW THAT THEY HAD THE [SEXLESS] LAW REPROVING (THEM), AND THE LIGHT IN WHICH NOTHING COULD ERR, ALSO THE SPHERES WHICH TESTIFY, AND ME. 4 NOW REGARDING EVERYTHING THAT IS, IT IS I THAT JUDGE, BUT DO NOT YOU TAKE COUNSEL IN YOUR SOUL REGARDING THESE THINGS, NOR AFFLICT THYSELF BECAUSE OF THOSE WHICH HAVE BEEN. 5 FOR NOW IT IS THE CONSUMMATION OF TIME THAT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED, WHETHER OF BUSINESS, OR OF PROSPERITY, OR OF SHAME AND NOT THE BEGINNING THEREOF. 6 BECAUSE IF A MAN BE PROSPERED IN HIS BEGINNINGS AND SHAMEFULLY ENTREATED IN HIS OLD AGE, HE FORGETS ALL THE PROSPERITY THAT HE HAD. 7 AND AGAIN, IF A MAN IS SHAMEFULLY ENTREATED IN HIS BEGINNINGS, AND AT HIS END IS PROSPERED, HE REMEMBERS NOT AGAIN HIS, EVIL ENTREATMENT. 8 AND AGAIN HEARKEN: THOUGH EACH ONE, WERE PROSPERED ALL THAT TIME—ALL THE TIME FROM THE DAY ON WHICH DEATH WAS DECREED AGAINST THOSE WHO TRANSGRESS—AND IN HIS END WAS DESTROYED, IN VAIN WOULD HAVE BEEN EVERYTHING.'  
20. ZION HAS BEEN TAKEN AWAY TO HASTEN THE ADVENT OF THE JUDGMENT
20 1 	'THEREFORE, BEHOLD! THE DAYS COME, AND THE TIMES SHALL HASTEN MORE THAN THE FORMER, AND THE SEASONS SHALL SPEED ON MORE THAN THOSE THAT ARE PAST, AND THE YEARS SHALL PASS MORE QUICKLY THAN THE PRESENT (YEARS). 2 THEREFORE HAVE I NOW TAKEN AWAY ZION, THAT I MAY THE MORE SPEEDILY VISIT THE WORLD IN ITS SEASON. 3 NOW THEREFORE HOLD FAST IN YOUR HEART EVERYTHING THAT I COMMAND YOU, AND SEAL IT IN THE RECESSES OF YOUR MIND. 4 AND THEN I WILL SHOW YOU THE JUDGMENT OF MY MIGHT, AND MY WAYS WHICH ARE UNSEARCHABLE. 5 GO THEREFORE AND SANCTIFY THYSELF SEVEN DAYS, AND EAT NO BREAD, NOR DRINK WATER, NOR SPEAK TO ANYONE.  6 AND AFTERWARDS COME TO THAT PLACE AND I WILL REVEAL MYSELF TO YOU, AND SPEAK TRUE THINGS WITH YOU, AND I WILL GIVE YOU COMMANDMENT REGARDING THE METHOD OF THE TIMES; FOR THEY ARE COMING AND TARRY NOT.' 
21:1-11. FAST OF SEVEN DAYS: BARUCH'S PRAYER: GOD'S ANSWER
THE PRAYER OF BARUCH THE SON OF NERIAH.
21 1 AND I WENT THERE AND SAT IN THE VALLEY OF KIDRON IN A CAVE OF THE EARTH, AND I SANCTIFIED MY SOUL THERE, AND I ATE NO BREAD, YET I WAS NOT HUNGRY, AND I DRANK NO WATER, YET I THIRSTED NOT, AND I WAS THERE TILL THE SEVENTH DAY, AS HE HAD COMMANDED ME. 2 AND AFTERWARDS I CAME TO THAT PLACE WHERE HE HAD SPOKEN WITH ME. 3 AND IT CAME TO PASS AT SUNSET THAT MY SOUL TOOK MUCH THOUGHT, AND I BEGAN TO SPEAK IN THE PRESENCE OF THE MIGHTY ONE, AND SAID: 4 'O YOU THAT HAVE MADE THE EARTH, HEAR ME, THAT HAVE FIXED THE FIRMAMENT BY THE WORD, AND HAVE MADE FIRM THE HEIGHT OF THE HEAVEN BY THE SPIRIT, THAT HAVE CALLED FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD THAT WHICH DID NOT YET EXIST, AND THEY OBEY YOU. 5 YOU THAT HAVE COMMANDED THE AIR BY YOUR NOD, AND HAVE SEEN THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE TO BE AS THOSE THINGS WHICH YOU ARE DOING. 6 YOU THAT RULE WITH GREAT THOUGHT THE HOSTS THAT STAND BEFORE YOU: ALSO, THE COUNTLESS HOLY BEINGS, WHICH YOU DID MAKE FROM THE BEGINNING, OF FLAME AND FIRE, WHICH STAND AROUND YOUR THRONE YOU RULE WITH INDIGNATION. 7 TO YOU ONLY DOES THIS BELONG THAT YOU SHOULD DO FORTHWITH WHATSOEVER YOU DO WISH. 8 WHO CAUSES THE DROPS OF RAIN TO RAIN BY NUMBER UPON THE EARTH, AND ALONE KNOWS THE CONSUMMATION OF THE TIMES BEFORE THEY COME; HAVE RESPECT UNTO MY PRAYER. FOR 9 YOU ALONE ARE ABLE TO SUSTAIN ALL WHO ARE, AND THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED AWAY, AND THOSE WHO ARE TO BE, THOSE WHO [SEXUAL] SIN, AND THOSE WHO ARE TO RIGHTEOUS [AS LIVING (AND) BEING PAST FINDING OUT]. FOR YOU ALONE DO LIVE IMMORTAL AND PAST FINDING OUT, AND KNOW THE NUMBER OF MANKIND. AND IF IN TIME MANY HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, YET OTHERS NOT A FEW HAVE BEEN RIGHTEOUS.
21:12-18. BARUCH'S DEPRECIATION OF THIS LIFE.
12 YOU KNOW WHERE YOU PRESERVE THE END OF THOSE WHO HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, OR THE CONSUMMATION OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN RIGHTEOUS. 13 FOR IF THERE WERE THIS LIFE ONLY, WHICH BELONGS TO ALL MEN, NOTHING COULD BE MORE BITTER THAN THIS. 14 FOR OF WHAT PROFIT IS STRENGTH THAT TURNS TO SICKNESS, OR FULLNESS OF FOOD THAT TURNS TO FAMINE, OR BEAUTY THAT TURNS TO UGLINESS. 15 FOR THE NATURE OF MAN IS ALWAYS CHANGEABLE.  16 FOR WHAT WE WERE FORMERLY NOW WE NO LONGER ARE AND WHAT WE NOW ARE WE SHALL NOT AFTERWARDS REMAIN. 16 FOR IF A CONSUMMATION HAD NOT BEEN PREPARED FOR ALL, IN VAIN WOULD HAVE BEEN THEIR BEGINNING. BUT REGARDING EVERYTHING THAT COMES FROM YOU DO YOU INFORM ME, AND REGARDING EVERYTHING ABOUT WHICH I ASK YOU, DO YOU ENLIGHTEN ME.
21:19-25. BARUCH PRAYS TO GOD TO HASTEN THE JUDGMENT AND FULFILL HIS PROMISE
19 HOW LONG WILL THAT WHICH IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE REMAIN, AND HOW LONG WILL THE TIME OF MORTALS BE PROSPERED, AND UNTIL WHAT TIME WILL THOSE WHO TRANSGRESS IN THE WORLD BE [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED WITH MUCH WICKEDNESS? 20 COMMAND THEREFORE IN MERCY AND ACCOMPLISH ALL THAT YOU SAIDST YOU WOULDST BRING, THAT YOUR MIGHT MAY BE MADE KNOWN TO THOSE WHO THINK THAT YOUR LONG-SUFFERING IS WEAKNESS. 21 AND SHOW TO THOSE WHO KNOW NOT, THAT EVERYTHING THAT HAS BEFALLEN US AND OUR CITY UNTIL NOW HAS BEEN ACCORDING TO THE LONG-SUFFERING OF YOUR POWER, BECAUSE ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] YOU HAVE CALLED US A BELOVED PEOPLE. 22 BRING TO AN END THEREFORE HENCEFORTH MORTALITY. 23 AND REPROVE ACCORDINGLY THE ANGEL OF DEATH, AND LET YOUR GLORY APPEAR, AND LET THE MIGHT OF YOUR BEAUTY BE KNOWN, AND LET SHEOL BE SEALED SO THAT FROM THIS TIME FORWARD IT MAY NOT RECEIVE THE DEAD, AND LET THE TREASURIES OF SOULS RESTORE THOSE WHICH ARE ENCLOSED IN THEM. 24 FOR THERE HAVE BEEN MANY YEARS LIKE THOSE THAT ARE DESOLATE FROM THE DAYS OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB, AND OF ALL THOSE WHO ARE LIKE THEM, WHO SLEEP IN THE EARTH, ON WHOSE ACCOUNT YOU DID SAY THAT YOU HAD CREATED THE WORLD. 25 AND NOW QUICKLY SHOW YOUR GLORY, AND DO NOT DEFER WHAT HAS BEEN PROMISED BY YOU.' 26 AND (WHEN) I HAD COMPLETED THE WORDS OF THIS PRAYER I WAS GREATLY WEAKENED.
22—23. GOD'S REPLY TO BARUCH'S PRAYER. HE WILL FULFILL HIS PROMISE: TIME NEEDED FOR ITS ACCOMPLISHMENT: THINGS MUST BE JUDGED IN THE LIGHT OF THEIR CONSUMMATION (22). TILL ALL SOULS ARE BORN THE END CANNOT COME (23).
22 1 AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THESE THINGS THAT LO! THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED, AND I SAW, AND POWER WAS GIVEN TO ME, AND A VOICE WAS BEARD FROM ON HIGH, AND IT SAID UNTO ME: 2 BARUCH, BARUCH, WHY ARE YOU TROUBLED? 3 HE WHO TRAVELS BY A ROAD BUT DOES NOT COMPLETE IT, OR WHO DEPARTS BY SEA BUT DOES NOT ARRIVE AT THE PORT, CAN HE BE COMFORTED? 4 OR HE WHO PROMISES TO GIVE A PRESENT TO ANOTHER, BUT DOES NOT FULFILL IT, IS IT NOT ROBBERY? 5 OR HE WHO SOWS THE EARTH, BUT DOES NOT REAP ITS FRUIT IN ITS SEASON, DOES HE NOT LOSE EVERYTHING? 6 OR HE WHO PLANTS A PLANT UNLESS IT GROWS TILL THE TIME SUITABLE TO IT, DOES HE WHO PLANTED IT EXPECT TO RECEIVE FRUIT FROM IT? 7 OR A WOMAN WHO HAS CONCEIVED, IF SHE, BRING FORTH UNTIMELY, DOES SHE NOT ASSUREDLY SLAY HER INFANT? 8 OR HE WHO BUILDS A HOUSE, IF HE DOES NOT ROOF IT AND COMPLETE IT, CAN IT BE CALLED A HOUSE? TELL ME THAT FIRST.'
23 1 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: NOT SO, O LORD, MY LORD.' 2 AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: 'WHY THEREFORE ARE YOU TROUBLED ABOUT THAT WHICH YOU KNOW NOT, AND WHY ARE YOU ILL AT EASE ABOUT THINGS IN WHICH YOU ARE IGNORANT? 3 FOR AS YOU HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN THE PEOPLE WHO NOW ARE AND THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED AWAY, SO I REMEMBER THOSE WHO ARE APPOINTED TO COME. 4 BECAUSE WHEN ADAM [SEXUALLY] SINNED AND DEATH WAS DECREED AGAINST THOSE WHO SHOULD BE BORN, THEN THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE WHO SHOULD BE BORN WAS NUMBERED, AND FOR THAT NUMBER A PLACE WAS PREPARED WHERE THE LIVING MIGHT DWELL AND THE DEAD MIGHT BE GUARDED. BEFORE THEREFORE THE NUMBER AFORESAID IS FULFILLED, THE CREATURE WILL NOT LIVE AGAIN [FOR MY SPIRIT [ACTS 7:59] IS THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF LIFE], AND SHEOL WILL RECEIVE THE DEAD. 6 AND AGAIN IT IS GIVEN TO YOU TO HEAR WHAT THINGS ARE TO COME AFTER THESE TIMES. 7 FOR TRULY MY REDEMPTION HAS DRAWN NIGH, AND IS NOT FAR DISTANT AS AFORETIME.
24. THE COMING JUDGMENT
24 1 'FOR BEHOLD! THE DAYS COME AND THE BOOKS SHALL BE OPENED IN WHICH ARE WRITTEN THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF ALL THOSE WHO HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, AND AGAIN ALSO THE TREASURIES IN WHICH THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF ALL THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN RIGHTEOUS IN CREATION IS GATHERED. 2 FOR IT SHALL COME TO PASS AT THAT TIME THAT YOU SHALL SEE—AND THE MANY THAT ARE WITH YOU—THE LONG-SUFFERING OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], WHICH HAS BEEN THROUGHOUT ALL GENERATIONS, WHO HAS BEEN LONG-SUFFERING TOWARDS ALL WHO ARE BORN, (ALIKE) THOSE WHO [SEXUAL] SIN AND (THOSE WHO) ARE RIGHTEOUS.' 3 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: 'BUT, BEHOLD! O LORD, NO ONE KNOWS THE NUMBER OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE PASSED NOR YET OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE TO COME. 4 FOR I KNOW INDEED THAT WHICH HAS BEFALLEN US, BUT WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO OUR ENEMIES I KNOW NOT, AND WHEN YOU WILL VISIT YOUR WORKS.'
25—26. SIGN OF THE COMING JUDGMENT
25 1 AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: 'YOU TOO SHALL BE PRESERVED TILL THAT TIME TILL THAT SIGN WHICH THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WILL WORK FOR THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH IN THE END OF DAYS. 2 THIS THEREFORE SHALL BE THE SIGN. 3 WHEN A STUPOR SHALL SEIZE THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH, AND THEY SHALL FALL INTO MANY TRIBULATIONS, AND AGAIN WHEN THEY SHALL FALL INTO GREAT TORMENTS. AND IT WILL COME TO PASS WHEN THEY SAY IN THEIR THOUGHTS BY REASON OF THEIR MUCH TRIBULATION: "THE MIGHTY 'ONE DOTH NO LONGER REMEMBER THE EARTH"—YES, IT WILL COME TO PASS WHEN THEY ABANDON HOPE, THAT THE TIME WILL THEN AWAKE.'
26 1 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: 'WILL THAT TRIBULATION WHICH IS TO BE CONTINUE A LONG TIME, AND WILL THAT NECESSITY EMBRACE MANY YEARS?'
26-30. THE TWELVE WOES THAT ARE TO COME UPON THE EARTH: THE MESSIAH AND THE TEMPORARY MESSIANIC
KINGDOM
27 1 AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: 'INTO TWELVE PARTS IS THAT TIME DIVIDED, AND EACH ONE OF THEM IS RESERVED FOR THAT WHICH IS APPOINTED FOR IT. 2 IN THE FIRST PART THERE SHALL BE THE BEGINNING OF COMMOTIONS. 3 AND IN THE SECOND PART (THERE SHALL BE) SLAYINGS OF THE GREAT ONES. 4 AND IN THE THIRD PART THE FALL OF MANY BY DEATH. 5 AND IN THE FOURTH PART THE SENDING OF THE SWORD. 6 AND IN THE FIFTH PART FAMINE AND THE WITHHOLDING OF RAIN. 7 AND IN THE SIXTH PART EARTHQUAKES AND TERRORS. 8 [WANTING.] 9 AND IN THE EIGHTH PART A MULTITUDE OF SPECTERS AND ATTACKS OF THE SHEDIM. 10 AND IN THE NINTH PART THE FALL OF FIRE. 11 AND IN THE TENTH PART RAPINE AND MUCH OPPRESSION. 12 AND IN THE ELEVENTH PART WICKEDNESS AND UNCHASTITY. 13 AND IN THE TWELFTH PART [SEXUAL] CONFUSION FROM THE MINGLING TOGETHER OF ALL THOSE THINGS AFORESAID. 14 FOR THESE PARTS OF THAT TIME ARE RESERVED, AND SHALL BE MINGLED ONE WITH ANOTHER AND MINISTER ONE TO ANOTHER. 15 FOR SOME SHALL LEAVE OUT SOME OF THEIR OWN, AND RECEIVE (IN ITS STEAD) FROM OTHERS, AND SOME COMPLETE THEIR OWN AND THAT OF OTHERS, SO THAT THOSE MAY NOT UNDERSTAND WHO ARE UPON THE EARTH IN THOSE DAYS THAT THIS IS THE CONSUMMATION OF THE TIMES.
28 1 NEVERTHELESS, WHOEVER UNDERSTANDS SHALL THEN BE WISE. 2 FOR THE MEASURE AND RECKONING OF THAT TIME ARE TWO PARTS A WEEK OF SEVEN WEEKS.' 3 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: 'IT IS GOOD FOR A MAN TO COME AND BEHOLD, BUT IT IS BETTER THAT HE SHOULD NOT COME LEST HE FALL. 4 [BUT I WILL SAY THIS ALSO: 5 WILL HE WHO IS [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE DESPISE THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE, AND WHATEVER BEFALLS IN THE CASE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE, SO THAT HE MIGHT LOOK ONLY TO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE?] 6 BUT IF, O LORD, THOSE THINGS SHALL ASSUREDLY COME TO PASS WHICH YOU HAVE FORETOLD TO ME, SO DO YOU SHOW THIS ALSO UNTO ME IF INDEED I HAVE FOUND GRACE IN YOUR SIGHT. 7 IS IT IN ONE PLACE OR IN ONE OF THE PARTS OF THE EARTH THAT THOSE THINGS ARE COME TO PASS, OR WILL THE WHOLE EARTH EXPERIENCE (THEM)?'
29 1 AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: 'WHATEVER WILL THEN BEFALL (WILL BEFALL) THE WHOLE EARTH; THEREFORE, ALL WHO LIVE WILL EXPERIENCE (THEM). 2 FOR AT THAT TIME I WILL PROTECT ONLY THOSE WHO ARE FOUND IN THOSE SELF-SAME DAYS IN THIS LAND. 3 AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS WHEN ALL IS ACCOMPLISHED THAT WAS TO COME TO PASS IN THOSE PARTS, THAT THE MESSIAH SHALL THEN BEGIN TO BE REVEALED. 4 AND BEHEMOTH SHALL BE REVEALED FROM HIS PLACE AND LEVIATHAN SHALL ASCEND FROM THE SEA, THOSE TWO GREAT MONSTERS WHICH I CREATED ON THE FIFTH DAY OF CREATION, AND SHALL HAVE KEPT UNTIL THAT TIME; AND THEN THEY SHALL BE FOR FOOD FOR ALL THAT ARE LEFT. 5 THE EARTH ALSO SHALL YIELD ITS FRUIT TEN-THOUSANDFOLD AND ON EACH (?) VINE THERE SHALL BE A THOUSAND BRANCHES, AND EACH BRANCH SHALL PRODUCE A THOUSAND CLUSTERS, AND EACH CLUSTER PRODUCE A THOUSAND GRAPES, AND EACH GRAPE PRODUCE A COR OF WINE. 6 AND THOSE WHO HAVE HUNGERED SHALL REJOICE: MOREOVER, ALSO, THEY SHALL BEHOLD MARVELS EVERY DAY. 7 FOR WINDS SHALL GO FORTH FROM BEFORE ME TO BRING EVERY MORNING THE FRAGRANCE OF AROMATIC FRUITS, AND AT THE CLOSE OF THE DAY CLOUDS DISTILLING THE DEW OF HEALTH. 8 AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS AT THAT SELF-SAME TIME THAT THE TREASURY OF MANNA SHALL AGAIN DESCEND FROM ON HIGH, AND THEY WILL EAT OF IT IN THOSE YEARS, BECAUSE THESE ARE, THEY WHO HAVE COME TO THE CONSUMMATION OF TIME.
30 1 AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS AFTER THESE THINGS, WHEN THE TIME OF THE ADVENT OF THE MESSIAH IS FULFILLED, THAT HE SHALL RETURN IN GLORY.
30:2-5. THE RESURRECTION
2 THEN ALL WHO HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP IN HOPE OF HIM SHALL RISE AGAIN. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS AT THAT TIME THAT THE TREASURIES WILL BE OPENED IN WHICH IS PRESERVED THE NUMBER OF THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, AND THEY SHALL COME FORTH, AND A MULTITUDE OF SOULS SHALL BE SEEN TOGETHER IN ONE ASSEMBLAGE OF ONE THOUGHT, AND THE FIRST SHALL REJOICE AND THE LAST SHALL NOT BE GRIEVED. 3 FOR THEY KNOW THAT THE TIME HAS COME OF WHICH IT IS SAID, THAT IT IS THE CONSUMMATION OF THE TIMES. 4 BUT THE SOULS OF THE WICKED, WHEN THEY BEHOLD ALL THESE THINGS, SHALL THEN WASTE AWAY THE MORE. 5 FOR THEY SHALL KNOW THAT THEIR TORMENT HAS COME AND THEIR PERDITION HAS ARRIVED.'
31—33. BARUCH EXHORTS THE PEOPLE TO PREPARE THEMSELVES FOR WORSE EVILS
31 1 AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THESE THINGS: THAT I WENT TO THE PEOPLE AND SAID UNTO THEM: 'ASSEMBLE UNTO ME ALL YOUR ELDERS AND I WILL SPEAK WORDS UNTO THEM.' 2 AND THEY ALL ASSEMBLED IN THE VALLEY OF THE KIDRON. 3 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM: HEAR, O ISRAEL, AND I WILL SPEAK TO YOU, AND GIVE EAR, O SEED OF JACOB, AND I WILL INSTRUCT YOU. 4 FORGET NOT ZION, BUT HOLD IN REMEMBRANCE THE ANGUISH OF JERUSALEM. 5 FOR LO! THE DAYS COME, WHEN EVERYTHING THAT IS SHALL BECOME THE PREY OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION AND BE AS THOUGH IT HAD NOT BEEN.
32 1 'BUT AS FOR YOU, IF YOU PREPARE YOUR HEARTS, SO AS TO SOW IN THEM THE FRUITS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, IT SHALL PROTECT YOU IN THAT TIME IN WHICH THE MIGHTY ONE IS TO SHAKE THE WHOLE CREATION. 2 [BECAUSE AFTER A LITTLE TIME THE BUILDING OF ZION WILL BE SHAKEN IN ORDER THAT IT MAY BE BUILT AGAIN. BUT THAT BUILDING WILL NOT REMAIN, BUT WILL AGAIN AFTER A TIME BE ROOTED OUT, AND WILL REMAIN DESOLATE UNTIL THE TIME. 4 AND AFTERWARDS IT MUST BE RENEWED IN GLORY, AND PERFECTED FOR EVERMORE.] 5 THEREFORE WE SHOULD NOT BE DISTRESSED SO MUCH OVER THE EVIL WHICH HAS NOW COME AS OVER THAT WHICH IS STILL TO BE. 6 FOR THERE WILL BE A GREATER TRIAL THAN THESE TWO TRIBULATIONS WHEN THE MIGHTY ONE WILL RENEW HIS CREATION. 7 AND NOW DO NOT DRAW NEAR TO ME FOR A FEW DAYS, NOR SEEK ME TILL I COME TO YOU.' 8 AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN I HAD SPOKEN TO THEM ALL THESE WORDS, THAT I, BARUCH, WENT MY WAY, AND WHEN THE PEOPLE SAW ME SETTING OUT, THEY LIFTED UP THEIR VOICE AND LAMENTED AND SAID : 9 TO WHERE ARE YOU DEPARTING FROM US, BARUCH, AND ARE YOU FORSAKING US AS A FATHER WHO FORSAKES HIS ORPHAN CHILDREN, AND DEPARTS FROM THEM?
33 1 'ARE THESE THE COMMANDS WHICH YOUR COMPANION, JEREMIAH THE PROPHET, COMMANDED YOU, AND SAID UNTO YOU: "LOOK TO THIS PEOPLE TILL I GO AND MAKE READY THE REST OF THE BRETHREN IN BABYLON AGAINST WHOM HAS GONE FORTH THE SENTENCE THAT THEY SHOULD BE LED INTO CAPTIVITY"? AND NOW IF YOU ALSO FORSAKE US, IT, WERE GOOD FOR US ALL TO DIE BEFORE YOU, AND THEN THAT YOU SHOULD WITHDRAW FROM US.'
34—35. LAMENT OF BARUCH
34 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THE PEOPLE: 'FAR BE IT FROM ME TO FORSAKE YOU OR TO WITHDRAW FROM YOU, BUT I WILL ONLY GO UNTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES TO INQUIRE OF THE MIGHTY ONE CONCERNING YOU AND CONCERNING ZION, IF IN SOME RESPECT I SHOULD RECEIVE MORE ILLUMINATION: AND AFTER THESE THINGS I WILL RETURN TO YOU.
35 1 AND I, BARUCH, WENT TO THE HOLY PLACE, AND SAT DOWN UPON THE RUINS AND WEPT, AND SAID: 2 'O THAT MINE EYES WERE SPRINGS, AND MINE EYELIDS A FOUNT OF TEARS. 3 FOR HOW SHALL I LAMENT FOR ZION, AND HOW SHALL I MOURN FOR JERUSALEM? 4 BECAUSE IN THAT PLACE WHERE I AM NOW PROSTRATE, OF OLD THE HIGH PRIEST OFFERED HOLY SACRIFICES, AND PLACED THEREON AN INCENSE OF FRAGRANT ODORS. 5 BUT NOW OUR GLORYING HAS BEEN MADE INTO DUST, AND THE [SEXUAL] DESIRE OF OUR SOUL INTO SAND.'
36—37. THE VISION OF THE FOREST, THE VINE, THE FOUNTAIN AND THE CEDAR
36 1 AND WHEN I HAD SAID THESE THINGS, I FELL ASLEEP THERE, AND I SAW A VISION IN THE NIGHT. 2 AND LO! A FOREST OF TREES PLANTED ON THE PLAIN, AND LOFTY AND RUGGED ROCKY-MOUNTAINS SURROUNDED IT, AND THAT FOREST OCCUPIED MUCH SPACE. 3 AND LO! OVER AGAINST IT AROSE A VINE, AND FROM UNDER IT THERE WENT FORTH A FOUNTAIN PEACEFULLY. 4 NOW THAT FOUNTAIN CAME TO THE FOREST AND WAS (STIRRED) INTO GREAT WAVES, AND THOSE WAVES SUBMERGED THAT FOREST, AND SUDDENLY THEY ROOTED OUT THE GREATER PART OF THAT FOREST, AND OVERTHREW ALL THE MOUNTAINS WHICH WERE ROUND ABOUT IT. 5 AND THE HEIGHT OF THE FOREST BEGAN TO BE MADE LOW, AND THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAINS WAS MADE LOW AND THAT FOUNTAIN PREVAILED GREATLY, SO THAT IT LEFT NOTHING OF THAT GREAT FOREST SAVE ONE CEDAR ONLY. 6 ALSO WHEN IT HAD CAST IT DOWN AND HAD DESTROYED AND ROOTED OUT THE GREATER PART OF THAT FOREST, SO THAT NOTHING WAS LEFT OF IT, NOR COULD ITS PLACE BE RECOGNIZED, THEN THAT VINE BEGAN TO COME WITH THE FOUNTAIN IN PEACE AND GREAT TRANQUILITY, AND IT CAME TO A PLACE WHICH WAS NOT FAR FROM THAT CEDAR, AND THEY BROUGHT THE CEDAR WHICH HAD BEEN CAST DOWN TO IT. 7 AND I BEHELD AND LO! THAT VINE OPENED ITS MOUTH AND SPOKE AND SAID TO THAT CEDAR: ART YOU NOT THAT CEDAR WHICH WAS LEFT OF THE FOREST OF WICKEDNESS, AND BY WHOSE MEANS WICKEDNESS PERSISTED, AND WAS WROUGHT ALL THOSE YEARS, AND GOODNESS NEVER. 8 AND YOU KEPT CONQUERING THAT WHICH WAS NOT YOURS, AND TO THAT WHICH WAS YOUR YOU DID NEVER SHOW COMPASSION, AND YOU DID KEEP EXTENDING YOUR POWER OVER THOSE WHO WERE FAR FROM YOU, AND THOSE WHO DREW NEAR YOU, YOU DID HOLD FAST IN THE TOILS OF YOUR WICKEDNESS, AND YOU DID UPLIFT THYSELF ALWAYS AS ONE THAT COULD NOT BE ROOTED OUT! 9 BUT NOW YOUR TIME HAS SPED AND YOUR HOUR IS COME. 10 DO YOU ALSO THEREFORE DEPART, O CEDAR, AFTER THE FOREST, WHICH DEPARTED BEFORE YOU, AND BECOME DUST WITH IT, AND LET YOUR ASHES BE MINGLED TOGETHER. 11 AND NOW RECLINE IN ANGUISH AND REST IN TORMENT TILL YOUR LAST TIME COME, IN WHICH YOU WILL COME AGAIN, AND BE TORMENTED STILL MORE.'
37 AND AFTER THESE THINGS I SAW THAT CEDAR BURNING, AND THE VINE GROWING, ITSELF AND ALL AROUND IT, THE PLAIN FULL OF UNFADING FLOWERS. AND I INDEED AWOKE AND AROSE.
38—40. INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION
38 1 AND I PRAYED AND SAID: 'O LORD, MY LORD, YOU DO ALWAYS ENLIGHTEN THOSE WHO ARE LED BY UNDERSTANDING. 2 YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW IS [TRUE] LIFE, AND YOUR WISDOM IS RIGHT GUIDANCE. 3 MAKE KNOWN TO ME THEREFORE THE INTERPRETATION OF THIS VISION. 4 FOR YOU KNOW THAT MY SOUL HATH ALWAYS WALKED IN YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW, AND FROM MY (EARLIEST) DAYS I DEPARTED NOT FROM YOUR WISDOM.'
39 1 AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: 'BARUCH, THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN. 2 AS YOU HAVE SEEN THE GREAT FOREST WHICH LOFTY AND RUGGED MOUNTAINS SURROUNDED, THIS IS THE WORD. 3 BEHOLD! THE DAYS COME, AND THIS KINGDOM WILL BE DESTROYED WHICH ONCE DESTROYED ZION, AND IT WILL BE SUBJECTED TO THAT WHICH COMES AFTER IT. 4 MOREOVER, THAT ALSO AGAIN AFTER A TIME WILL BE DESTROYED, AND ANOTHER, A THIRD, WILL ARISE, AND THAT ALSO WILL HAVE DOMINION FOR ITS TIME, AND WILL BE DESTROYED. 5 AND AFTER THESE THINGS A FOURTH KINGDOM WILL ARISE, WHOSE POWER WILL BE HARSH AND EVIL FAR BEYOND THOSE WHICH WERE BEFORE IT, AND IT WILL RULE MANY TIMES AS THE FORESTS ON THE PLAIN, AND IT WILL HOLD FAST FOR TIMES, AND WILL EXALT ITSELF MORE THAN THE CEDARS OF LEBANON. 6 AND BY IT THE TRUTH WILL BE HIDDEN, AND ALL THOSE WHO ARE [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED WITH [SEXUAL] INIQUITY WILL FLEE TO IT, AS EVIL BEASTS FLEE AND CREEP INTO THE FOREST. 7 AND IT WILL COME TO PASS WHEN THE TIME OF ITS CONSUMMATION THAT IT SHOULD FALL HAS APPROACHED, THEN THE PRINCIPATE OF MY MESSIAH WILL BE REVEALED, WHICH IS LIKE THE FOUNTAIN AND THE VINE, AND WHEN IT IS REVEALED IT WILL ROOT OUT THE MULTITUDE OF ITS HOST. 8 AND AS TOUCHING THAT WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN, THE LOFTY CEDAR, WHICH WAS LEFT OF THAT FOREST, AND THE FACT, THAT THE VINE SPOKE THOSE WORDS WITH IT WHICH YOU DID HEAR, THIS IS THE WORD. 
40 1 THE LAST LEADER OF THAT TIME WILL BE LEFT ALIVE, WHEN THE MULTITUDE OF HIS HOSTS WILL BE PUT TO THE SWORD, AND HE WILL BE BOUND, AND THEY WILL TAKE HIM UP TO MOUNT ZION, AND MY MESSIAH WILL CONVICT HIM OF ALL HIS IMPIETIES, AND WILL GATHER AND SET BEFORE HIM ALL THE WORKS OF HIS HOSTS. 2 AND AFTERWARDS HE WILL PUT HIM TO DEATH, AND PROTECT THE REST OF MY PEOPLE WHICH SHALL BE FOUND IN THE PLACE WHICH I HAVE CHOSEN. 3 AND HIS PRINCIPATE WILL STAND FOR EVER, UNTIL THE WORLD OF CORRUPTION IS AT AN END, AND UNTIL THE TIMES AFORESAID ARE FULFILLED. 4 THIS IS YOUR VISION, AND THIS IS ITS INTERPRETATION.'
41—42. THE DESTINY OF THE APOSTATES AND OF THE PROSELYTES
41 1 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: 'FOR WHOM AND FOR HOW MANY SHALL THESE THINGS BE? OR WHO WILL BE WORTHY TO LIVE AT THAT TIME? 2 FOR I WILL SPEAK BEFORE YOU EVERYTHING THAT I THINK, AND I WILL ASK OF YOU REGARDING THOSE THINGS WHICH I MEDITATE. 3 FOR LO! I SEE MANY OF YOUR PEOPLE WHO HAVE WITHDRAWN FROM YOUR COVENANT, AND CAST FROM THEM THE YOKE OF YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW. 4 BUT OTHERS AGAIN I HAVE SEEN WHO HAVE FORSAKEN THEIR VANITY, AND FLED FOR REFUGE BENEATH YOUR WINGS. 5 WHAT THEREFORE WILL BE TO THEM? OR HOW WILL THE LAST TIME RECEIVE THEM? 6 OR PERHAPS THE TIME OF THESE WILL ASSUREDLY BE WEIGHED, AND AS THE BEAM INCLINES WILL THEY BE JUDGED ACCORDINGLY?'
42 1 AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: 'THESE THINGS ALSO WILL I SHOW UNTO YOU. 2 AS FOR WHAT YOU DID SAY—"TO WHOM WILL THESE THINGS BE, AND HOW MANY (WILL THEY BE)? "—TO THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED THERE SHALL BE THE GOOD WHICH WAS SPOKEN OF AFORETIME, AND TO THOSE WHO DESPISE THERE SHALL BE THE CONTRARY OF THESE THINGS. 3 AND AS FOR WHAT YOU DID SAY REGARDING THOSE WHO HAVE DRAWN NEAR AND THOSE WHO HAVE WITHDRAWN THIS IN THE WORD. 4 AS FOR THOSE WHO WERE BEFORE SUBJECT, AND AFTERWARDS WITHDREW AND MINGLED THEMSELVES WITH THE SEED OF MINGLED PEOPLES, THE TIME OF THESE WAS THE FORMER, AND WAS ACCOUNTED AS SOMETHING EXALTED. 5 AND AS FOR THOSE WHO BEFORE KNEW NOT BUT AFTERWARDS KNEW LIFE, AND MINGLED (ONLY) WITH THE SEED OF THE PEOPLE WHICH HAD SEPARATED ITSELF, THE TIME OF THESE (IS) THE LATTER, AND IS ACCOUNTED AS SOMETHING EXALTED. 6 AND TIME SHALL SUCCEED TO TIME AND SEASON TO SEASON, AND ONE SHALL RECEIVE FROM ANOTHER, AND THEN WITH A VIEW TO THE CONSUMMATION SHALL EVERYTHING BE COMPARED ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF THE TIMES AND THE HOURS OF THE SEASONS. 7 FOR [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION SHALL TAKE THOSE THAT BELONG TO IT, AND LIFE THOSE THAT BELONG TO IT. 8 AND THE DUST SHALL BE CALLED, AND THERE SHALL BE SAID TO IT: "GIVE BACK THAT WHICH IS NOT YOURS, AND RAISE UP ALL THAT YOU HAVE KEPT UNTIL ITS TIME".'
43. BARUCH TOLD OF HIS DEATH AND BIDDEN TO GIVE HIS LAST COMMANDS TO THE PEOPLE
43 1 BUT, DO THOU, BARUCH, DIRECT YOUR HEART TO THAT WHICH HAS BEEN SAID TO YOU, AND UNDERSTAND THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN SHOWN TO YOU; FOR THERE ARE MANY ETERNAL CONSOLATIONS FOR YOU. 2 FOR YOU SHALL DEPART FROM THIS PLACE, AND YOU SHALL PASS FROM THE REGIONS WHICH ARE NOW SEEN BY YOU, AND YOU SHALL FORGET WHATEVER IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE, AND SHALL NOT AGAIN RECALL THOSE THINGS WHICH HAPPEN AMONG MORTALS. 3 GO THEREFORE AND COMMAND YOUR PEOPLE, AND COME TO THIS PLACE, AND AFTERWARDS FAST SEVEN DAYS, AND THEN I WILL COME TO YOU AND SPEAK WITH YOU.' 
44:1-8; 45—46. BARUCH TELLS THE ELDERS OF HIS IMPENDING DEATH, BUT ENCOURAGES THEM TO EXPECT THE
CONSOLATION OF ZION
44 1 AND I, BARUCH, WENT FROM THENCE, AND CAME TO MY PEOPLE, AND I CALLED MY FIRST-BORN SON AND [THE GEDALIAHS] MY FRIENDS, AND SEVEN OF THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE, AND I SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD, I GO UNTO MY FATHERS ACCORDING TO THE WAY OF ALL THE EARTH. 3 BUT WITHDRAW YOU NOT FROM THE WAY OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BUT GUARD AND ADMONISH THE PEOPLE WHICH REMAIN, LEST THEY WITHDRAW FROM THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE MIGHTY ONE. 4 FOR YOU SEE THAT HE WHOM WE SERVE IS JUST, AND OUR [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS [ACTS 10:34-35]. 5 AND SEE YOU WHAT HATH BEFALLEN ZION, AND WHAT HATH HAPPENED TO JERUSALEM. 6 FOR THE JUDGMENT OF THE MIGHTY ONE SHALL (THEREBY) BE MADE KNOWN, AND HIS WAYS, WHICH, THOUGH PAST FINDING OUT, ARE RIGHT. 7 FOR IF YOU ENDURE AND PERSEVERE IN HIS FEAR, AND DO NOT FORGET HIS [SEXLESS] LAW, THE TIMES SHALL CHANGE OVER YOU FOR GOOD. AND YOU SHALL SEE THE CONSOLATION OF ZION. 8, 9 BECAUSE WHATEVER IS NOW IS NOTHING, BUT THAT WHICH SHALL BE IS VERY GREAT. FOR EVERYTHING THAT IS [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIBLE SHALL PASS AWAY, AND EVERYTHING THAT DIES SHALL DEPART, AND ALL THE PRESENT TIME SHALL BE FORGOTTEN, NOR SHALL THERE BE ANY REMEMBRANCE OF THE PRESENT TIME, WHICH IS [SEXUALLY] DEFILED WITH EVILS. 10 FOR THAT WHICH RUNS NOW RUNS UNTO VANITY, AND THAT WHICH PROSPERS SHALL QUICKLY FALL AND BE HUMILIATED [HUMBLED]. 11 FOR THAT WHICH IS TO BE SHALL BE THE OBJECT OF [SEXLESS] DESIRE, AND FOR THAT WHICH COMES AFTERWARDS SHALL WE HOPE; FOR IT IS A TIME THAT PASSES NOT AWAY, 12 AND THE HOUR COMES WHICH ABIDES FOR EVER. AND THE NEW WORLD (COMES) WHICH DOES NOT TURN TO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION THOSE WHO DEPART TO ITS BLESSEDNESS, AND HAS NO MERCY ON THOSE WHO DEPART TO TORMENT, AND LEADS NOT TO PERDITION THOSE WHO LIVE IN IT. 13 FOR THESE ARE THEY WHO SHALL INHERIT THAT TIME WHICH HAS BEEN SPOKEN OF, AND THEIRS IS THE INHERITANCE OF THE PROMISED TIME. 14 THESE ARE THEY WHO HAVE ACQUIRED FOR THEMSELVES TREASURES OF WISDOM, AND WITH THEM ARE FOUND STORES OF UNDERSTANDING, AND FROM MERCY HAVE THEY NOT WITHDRAWN, AND THE TRUTH OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW I HAVE, THEY PRESERVED. 15 FOR TO THEM SHALL BE GIVEN THE WORLD TO COME, BUT THE DWELLING OF THE REST WHO ARE MANY SHALL BE IN THE FIRE.'
45 2 'DO YOU THEREFORE SO FAR AS YOU ARE ABLE INSTRUCT THE PEOPLE, FOR THAT LABOR IS OURS. FOR IF YOU TEACH THEM, YOU WILL QUICKEN THEM.'
46 1 AND MY SON AND THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: 'HAS THE MIGHTY ONE HUMILIATED US TO SUCH A DEGREE AS TO TAKE YOU FROM US QUICKLY? 2	AND TRULY WE SHALL BE IN DARKNESS, AND THERE SHALL BE NO LIGHT TO THE PEOPLE WHO ARE LEFT, 3 FOR WHERE AGAIN SHALL WE SEEK THE [SEXLESS] LAW, OR WHO WILL DISTINGUISH FOR US BETWEEN DEATH AND LIFE?' 4 AND I SAID UNTO THEM: 'THE THRONE OF THE MIGHTY ONE I CANNOT RESIST; NEVERTHELESS, THERE SHALL NOT BE WANTING TO ISRAEL A WISE MAN NOR A SON OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW TO THE RACE OF JACOB [JAMES]. 5 BUT ONLY PREPARE YOU YOUR HEARTS, THAT YOU MAY OBEY THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND BE SUBJECT TO THOSE WHO IN FEAR ARE WISE AND UNDERSTANDING; AND PREPARE YOUR SOULS THAT YOU MAY NOT DEPART FROM THEM. 6 FOR IF YOU DO THESE THINGS, GOOD TIDINGS SHALL COME UNTO YOU. [WHICH I BEFORE TOLD YOU OF, NOR SHALL YOU FALL INTO THE TORMENT, OF WHICH I TESTIFIED TO YOU BEFORE.' 7 BUT WITH REGARD TO THE WORD THAT I WAS TO BE TAKEN I DID NOT MAKE (IT) KNOWN TO THEM OR TO MY SON.]  
47 1 AND WHEN I HAD GONE FORTH AND DISMISSED THEM, I WENT THERE AND SAID UNTO THEM: 'BEHOLD! I GO TO HEBRON: FOR THITHER THE MIGHTY ONE HATH SENT ME.' 2 AND I CAME TO THAT PLACE WHERE THE WORD HAD BEEN SPOKEN UNTO ME, AND I SAT THERE, AND FASTED SEVEN DAYS.
48:1-47. PRAYER OF BARUCH
48 1 AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THE SEVENTH DAY, THAT I PRAYED BEFORE THE MIGHTY ONE AND SAID 2 'O MY LORD, YOU SUMMON THE ADVENT OF THE TIMES, AND THEY STAND BEFORE YOU; YOU CAUSE THE POWER OF THE AGES TO PASS AWAY, AND THEY DO NOT RESIST YOU; YOU ARRANGE THE METHOD OF THE SEASONS, AND THEY OBEY YOU. 3 YOU ALONE KNOW THE DURATION OF THE GENERATIONS, AND YOU REVEAL NOT YOUR MYSTERIES TO MANY. 4 YOU MAKE KNOWN THE MULTITUDE OF THE FIRE, AND YOU WEIGH THE LIGHTNESS OF THE WIND. 5 YOU EXPLORE THE LIMIT OF THE HEIGHTS, AND YOU SCRUTINIZE THE DEPTHS OF THE DARKNESS. 6 YOU CARE FOR THE NUMBER WHICH PASS AWAY THAT THEY MAY BE PRESERVED, AND YOU PREPARE AN ABODE FOR THOSE THAT ARE TO BE. 7 YOU REMEMBER THE BEGINNING WHICH YOU HAVE MADE, AND THE DESTRUCTION THAT IS TO BE YOU FORGET NOT. 8 WITH NODS OF FEAR AND INDIGNATION YOU COMMAND THE FLAMES, AND THEY CHANGE INTO SPIRITS, AND WITH A WORD YOU QUICKEN THAT WHICH WAS NOT, AND WITH MIGHTY POWER YOU HOLD THAT WHICH HAS NOT YET COME. 9 YOU INSTRUCT CREATED THINGS IN THE UNDERSTANDING OF YOU, AND YOU MAKE WISE THE SPHERES SO AS TO MINISTER IN THEIR ORDERS. 10	ARMIES INNUMERABLE STAND BEFORE YOU AND MINISTER IN THEIR ORDERS QUIETLY AT YOUR NOD. 11 HEAR YOUR SERVANT AND GIVE EAR TO MY PETITION. 12 FOR IN A LITTLE TIME ARE WE BORN, AND IN A LITTLE TIME DO WE RETURN. 13 BUT WITH YOU HOURS ARE AS A TIME, AND DAYS AS GENERATIONS. 14 BE NOT THEREFORE WROTH WITH MAN; FOR HE IS NOTHING 15 AND TAKE NOT ACCOUNT OF OUR WORKS; FOR WHAT ARE WE? FOR LO! BY YOUR GIFT DO WE COME INTO THE WORLD, AND WE DEPART NOT OF OUR OWN WILL. 16 FOR WE SAID NOT TO OUR PARENTS, "BEGET US, NOR DID WE SEND TO SHEOL AND SAY, "RECEIVE US." 17 WHAT THEREFORE IS OUR STRENGTH THAT WE SHOULD BEAR YOUR WRATH, OR WHAT ARE WE THAT WE SHOULD ENDURE YOUR JUDGMENT? 18 PROTECT US IN YOUR COMPASSIONS, AND IN YOUR MERCY HELP US. 19 BEHOLD THE LITTLE ONES THAT ARE SUBJECT UNTO YOU, AND SAVE ALL THAT DRAW NEAR UNTO YOU: AND DESTROY NOT THE HOPE OF OUR PEOPLE, AND CUT NOT SHORT THE TIMES OF OUR AID. 20 FOR THIS IS THE NATION WHICH YOU HAVE CHOSEN, AND THESE ARE THE PEOPLE, TO WHOM YOU FIND NO EQUAL. 21 BUT I WILL SPEAK NOW BEFORE YOU, AND I WILL SAY AS MY HEART THINKS. 22 IN YOU DO WE TRUST, FOR LO! YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW IS WITH US, AND WE KNOW THAT WE SHALL NOT FALL SO LONG AS WE KEEP YOUR STATUTES. 23 [TO ALL TIME ARE WE BLESSED AT ALL EVENTS IN THIS THAT WE HAVE NOT MINGLED WITH THE GENTILES.] 24 FOR WE ARE ALL ONE CELEBRATED PEOPLE, WHO HAVE RECEIVED ONE [SEXLESS] LAW FROM ONE [LORD]: AND THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH IS AMONGST US WILL AID US, AND THE SURPASSING WISDOM WHICH IS IN US WILL HELP US.' 25 AND WHEN I HAD PRAYED AND SAID THESE THINGS, I WAS GREATLY WEAKENED. 26 AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: 'YOU HAVE PRAYED SIMPLY, O BARUCH, AND ALL YOUR WORDS HAVE BEEN HEARD. 27 BUT MY JUDGMENT EXACTS ITS OWN AND MY [SEXLESS] LAW EXACTS ITS [ETERNAL] RIGHTS. 28 FOR FROM YOUR WORDS I WILL ANSWER YOU, AND FROM YOUR PRAYER I WILL SPEAK TO YOU. 29 FOR THIS IS AS FOLLOWS: HE THAT IS [SEXUAL] CORRUPTED IS NOT AT ALL; HE HAS BOTH WROUGHT, INIQUITY SO FAR AS LIE COULD DO ANYTHING, AND HAS NOT REMEMBERED MY GOODNESS, NOR ACCEPTED MY LONG-SUFFERING. 30 THEREFORE YOU SHALL SURELY BE TAKEN UP, AS I BEFORE TOLD YOU. 31 FOR THAT TIME SHALL ARISE WHICH BRINGS AFFLICTION; FOR IT SHALL COME AND PASS BY WITH QUICK VEHEMENCE, AND IT SHALL BE TURBULENT COMING IN THE HEAT OF INDIGNATION. 32 AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THOSE DAYS THAT ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH SHALL BE MOVED ONE AGAINST ANOTHER, BECAUSE THEY KNOW NOT THAT MY JUDGMENT HAS DRAWN NIGH. 33 FOR THERE SHALL NOT BE FOUND MANY WISE AT THAT TIME, AND THE INTELLIGENT SHALL BE BUT A FEW: MOREOVER, EVEN THOSE WHO KNOW SHALL MOST OF ALL BE SILENT. 34 AND THERE SHALL BE MANY RUMORS AND TIDINGS NOT A FEW, AND THE DOING OF PHANTASMS SHALL BE MANIFEST, AND PROMISES NOT A FEW BE RECOUNTED, SOME OF THEM (SHALL PROVE) IDLE, AND SOME OF THEM SHALL BE CONFIRMED. 35 AND HONOR SHALL BE TURNED INTO SHAME, AND STRENGTH HUMILIATED INTO CONTEMPT, AND PROBITY DESTROYED, AND BEAUTY SHALL BECOME UGLINESS. 36 AND MANY SHALL SAY TO MANY AT THAT TIME: "WHERE HATH THE MULTITUDE OF INTELLIGENCE HIDDEN ITSELF, AND WHITHER HATH THE MULTITUDE OF WISDOM REMOVED ITSELF?" 37 AND WHILST THEY ARE MEDITATING THESE THINGS, THEN ENVY SHALL ARISE IN THOSE WHO HAD NOT THOUGHT AUGHT OF THEMSELVES (?) AND [SEXUAL] PASSION SHALL SEIZE HIM THAT IS PEACEFUL, AND MANY SHALL BE STIRRED UP IN ANGER TO INJURE MANY, AND THEY SHALL ROUSE UP ARMIES IN ORDER TO SHED BLOOD, AND IN THE END, THEY SHALL PERISH TOGETHER WITH THEM. 38 AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS AT THE SELF-SAME TIME, THAT A CHANGE OF TIMES SHALL MANIFESTLY APPEAL TO EVERY MAN, BECAUSE IN ALL THOSE TIMES THEY [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED THEMSELVES AND THEY PRACTICED [SEXUAL] OPPRESSION, AND WALKED EVERY MAN IN HIS OWN WORKS, AND REMEMBERED NOT THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE MIGHTY ONE. 39 THEREFORE A FIRE SHALL CONSUME THEIR THOUGHTS, AND IN FLAME SHALL THE MEDITATIONS OF THEIR REINS BE TRIED; FOR THE JUDGE SHALL COME AND WILL NOT TARRY. 40 BECAUSE EACH OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH KNEW WHEN HE WAS TRANSGRESSING. BUT MY [SEXLESS] LAW THEY KNEW NOT BY REASON OF THEIR [SEXUAL] PRIDE. 41 BUT MANY SHALL THEN ASSUREDLY WEEP, YEA, OVER THE LIVING MORE THAN OVER THE DEAD.' 42 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: 'O ADAM, WHAT HAVE YOU DONE TO ALL THOSE WHO ARE BORN FROM YOU? AND WHAT WILL BE SAID TO THE FIRST EVE WHO HEARKENED TO THE SERPENT? 43 FOR ALL THIS MULTITUDE ARE GOING TO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, NOR IS THERE ANY NUMBERING OF THOSE WHOM THE FIRE DEVOURS. 44 BUT AGAIN I WILL SPEAK IN YOUR PRESENCE. 45 YOU, O LORD, MY LORD, KNOW WHAT IS IN YOUR CREATURE. 46 FOR YOU DID OF OLD COMMAND THE DUST TO PRODUCE ADAM, AND YOU KNOW THE NUMBER OF THOSE WHO ARE BORN FROM HIM, AND HOW FAR THEY HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE YOU, WHO HAVE EXISTED AND NOT CONFESSED YOU AS THEIR TRUE CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 47 AND AS REGARDS ALL THESE THEIR END SHALL CONVICT THEM, AND YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH THEY HAVE TRANSGRESSED SHALL REQUITE THEM ON YOUR [7TH] DAY [SATURDAY].'
48:48-50. FRAGMENT OF AN ADDRESS OF BARUCH TO THE PEOPLE
48 ['BUT NOW LET US DISMISS THE WICKED AND INQUIRE ABOUT THE RIGHTEOUS. 49 AND I WILL RECOUNT THEIR BLESSEDNESS AND NOT BE SILENT IN CELEBRATING THEIR GLORY, WHICH IS RESERVED FOR THEM. 50 FOR ASSUREDLY AS IN A LITTLE TIME IN THIS TRANSITORY WORLD IN WHICH YOU LIVE, YOU HAVE ENDURED MUCH LABOR, SO IN THAT WORLD TO WHICH THERE IS NO END, YOU SHALL RECEIVE GREAT LIGHT.'] 
49—52. THE [SEXLESS] NATURE OF THE RESURRECTION BODY: THE FINAL DESTINIES OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED
49 1 'NEVERTHELESS, I WILL AGAIN ASK FROM YOU, O MIGHTY ONE, YEA, I WILL ASK MADE ALL THINGS. 2 "IN WHAT SHAPE WILL THOSE LIVE WHO LIVE IN YOUR DAY? OR HOW WILL THE SPLENDOR OF THOSE WHO (ARE) AFTER THAT TIME CONTINUE? 3 WILL THEY THEN RESUME THIS FORM OF THE PRESENT, AND PUT ON THESE ENTRAMMELING MEMBERS, WHICH ARE NOW INVOLVED IN EVILS, AND IN WHICH EVILS ARE CONSUMMATED, OR WILL YOU PERCHANCE CHANGE THESE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN IN THE WORLD AS ALSO THE WORLD?"
50 1 AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: 'HEAR, BARUCH, THIS WORD, AND WRITE IN THE REMEMBRANCE OF YOUR HEART ALL THAT YOU SHALL LEARN. 2 FOR THE EARTH SHALL THEN ASSUREDLY RESTORE THE DEAD, [WHICH IT NOW RECEIVES, IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THEM]. IT SHALL MAKE NO CHANGE IN THEIR FORM, BUT AS IT HAS RECEIVED, SO SHALL IT RESTORE THEM, AND AS I DELIVERED THEM UNTO IT, SO ALSO SHALL IT RAISE THEM. 3 FOR THEN IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO SHOW THE LIVING THAT THE DEAD HAVE COME TO LIFE AGAIN, AND THAT THOSE WHO HAD DEPARTED HAVE RETURNED (AGAIN). 4 AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, WHEN THEY HAVE SEVERALLY RECOGNIZED THOSE WHOM THEY NOW KNOW, THEN JUDGMENT SHALL GROW STRONG, AND THOSE THINGS WHICH BEFORE WERE SPOKEN OF SHALL COME.
51 1 AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, WHEN THAT APPOINTED DAY HAS GONE BY, THAT THEN SHALL THE ASPECT OF THOSE WHO ARE CONDEMNED BE AFTERWARDS CHANGED, AND THE GLORY OF THOSE WHO ARE JUSTIFIED. 2 FOR THE ASPECT OF THOSE WHO NOW ACT WICKEDLY SHALL BECOME WORSE THAN IT IS, AS THEY SHALL SUFFER TORMENT. 3 ALSO (AS FOR) THE GLORY OF THOSE WHO HAVE NOW BEEN JUSTIFIED IN MY [SEXLESS] LAW, WHO HAVE HAD UNDERSTANDING IN THEIR LIFE, AND WHO HAVE PLANTED IN THEIR HEART THE ROOT OF WISDOM, THEN THEIR SPLENDOR SHALL BE GLORIFIED IN CHANGES, AND THE FORM OF THEIR FACE SHALL BE TURNED INTO THE LIGHT OF THEIR BEAUTY, THAT THEY MAY BE ABLE TO ACQUIRE AND RECEIVE THE WORLD WHICH DOES NOT DIE, WHICH IS THEN PROMISED TO THEM. 4 FOR OVER THIS ABOVE ALL SHALL THOSE WHO COME THEN LAMENT, THAT THEY REJECTED MY [SEXLESS] LAW, AND STOPPED THEIR EARS [ACTS 7:57-60] THAT THEY MIGHT NOT HEAR WISDOM OR RECEIVE UNDERSTANDING. 5 WHEN THEREFORE THEY SEE THOSE, OVER WHOM THEY ARE NOW EXALTED, (BUT) WHO SHALL THEN BE EXALTED AND GLORIFIED MORE THAN THEY, THEY SHALL RESPECTIVELY BE TRANSFORMED, THE LATTER INTO THE SPLENDOR OF ANGELS, AND THE FORMER SHALL YET MORE WASTE AWAY IN WONDER AT THE VISIONS AND IN THE BEHOLDING OF THE FORMS. 6 FOR THEY SHALL FIRST BEHOLD AND AFTERWARDS DEPART TO BE TORMENTED. 7 BUT THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SAVED BY THEIR WORKS, AND TO WHOM THE [SEXLESS] LAW HAS BEEN NOW A HOPE, AND UNDERSTANDING AN EXPECTATION, AND WISDOM A CONFIDENCE, SHALL WONDERS APPEAR IN THEIR TIME. 8 FOR THEY SHALL BEHOLD THE WORLD WHICH IS NOW INVISIBLE TO THEM, AND THEY SHALL BEHOLD THE TIME WHICH IS NOW HIDDEN FROM THEM: 9 AND TIME SHALL NO LONGER AGE THEM. 10 FOR IN THE HEIGHTS OF THAT WORLD SHALL THEY DWELL, AND THEY SHALL BE MADE LIKE UNTO THE ANGELS, AND BE MADE EQUAL TO THE STARS, AND THEY SHALL BE CHANGED INTO EVERY FORM THEY [SEXLESS] DESIRE, FROM [SEXLESS] BEAUTY INTO [SEXLESS] LOVELINESS, AND FROM LIGHT INTO THE SPLENDOR OF GLORY. 11 FOR THERE SHALL BE SPREAD BEFORE THEM THE EXTENTS OF PARADISE, AND THERE SHALL BE SHOWN TO THEM THE BEAUTY OF THE MAJESTY OF THE LIVING CREATURES WHICH ARE BENEATH THE THRONE, AND ALL THE ARMIES OF THE ANGELS, WHO ARE NOW HELD FAST BY MY WORD, LEST THEY SHOULD APPEAR, AND] ARE HELD FAST BY A COMMAND, THAT THEY MAY STAND IN THEIR PLACES TILL THEIR ADVENT COMES. 12 MOREOVER, THERE SHALL THEN BE EXCELLENCY IN THE RIGHTEOUS SURPASSING THAT IN THE ANGELS. 13 FOR THE FIRST SHALL RECEIVE THE LAST, THOSE WHOM THEY WERE EXPECTING, AND THE LAST THOSE OF WHOM THEY USED TO HEAR THAT THEY HAD PASSED AWAY. 14 FOR THEY HAVE BEEN DELIVERED FROM THIS WORLD OF TRIBULATION, AND LAID DOWN THE BURTHEN OF ANGUISH. 15 FOR WHAT THEN HAVE MEN LOST THEIR LIFE, AND FOR WHAT HAVE THOSE WHO WERE ON THE EARTH EXCHANGED THEIR SOUL? 16 FOR THEN THEY CHOSE (NOT) FOR THEMSELVES THIS TIME, WHICH, BEYOND THE REACH OF ANGUISH, COULD NOT PASS AWAY: BUT THEY CHOSE FOR THEMSELVES THAT TIME, WHOSE ISSUES ARE FULL OF LAMENTATIONS AND EVILS, AND THEY DENIED THE WORLD WHICH AGES NOT THOSE WHO COME TO IT, AND THEY REJECTED THE TIME OF GLORY, SO THAT THEY SHALL NOT COME TO THE HONOR OF WHICH I TOLD YOU BEFORE.'
52 1 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: 'HOW CAN WE FORGET THOSE FOR WHOM WOE IS THEN RESERVED? 2 AND WHY THEREFORE DO WE AGAIN MOURN FOR THOSE WHO DIE? OR WHY DO WE WEEP FOR THOSE WHO DEPART TO SHEOL? 3 LET LAMENTATIONS BE RESERVED FOR THE BEGINNING OF THAT COMING TORMENT, AND LET TEARS BE LAID UP FOR THE ADVENT OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THAT TIME. 4 [BUT EVEN IN THE FACE OF THESE THINGS WILL I SPEAK. 5 AND AS FOR THE RIGHTEOUS, WHAT WILL THEY DO NOW? 6 	REJOICE YOU IN THE SUFFERING WHICH YOU NOW SUFFER: FOR WHY DO YOU LOOK FOR THE DECLINE OF YOUR ENEMIES? 7 MAKE READY YOUR SOUL FOR THAT WHICH IS RESERVED FOR YOU, AND PREPARE YOUR SOULS FOR THE REWARD WHICH IS LAID UP FOR YOU.']  
53—54. THE MESSIAH APOCALYPSE
53. THE VISION OF THE CLOUD WITH BLACK AND WHITE WATERS
53 1 AND WHEN I HAD SAID THESE THINGS, I FELL ASLEEP THERE, AND I SAW A VISION, AND LO! A CLOUD WAS ASCENDING FROM A VERY GREAT SEA, AND I KEPT GAZING UPON IT) AND LO! IT WAS FULL OF WATERS WHITE AND BLACK, AND THERE WERE MANY COLORS IN THOSE SELF-SAME WATERS, AND AS IT WERE THE LIKENESS OF GREAT LIGHTNING WAS SEEN AT ITS SUMMIT. 2 AND I SAW THE CLOUD PASSING SWIFTLY IN QUICK COURSES, AND IT COVERED ALL THE EARTH. 3 AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THESE THINGS THAT THAT CLOUD BEGAN TO POUR UPON THE EARTH THE WATERS THAT WERE IN IT. 4 AND I SAW THAT THERE WAS NOT ONE AND THE SAME LIKENESS IN THE WATERS WHICH DESCENDED FROM IT. 5 FOR IN THE FIRST BEGINNING THEY WERE BLACK AND MANY (OR A TIME, AND AFTERWARDS I SAW THAT THE WATERS BECAME BRIGHT, BUT THEY WERE NOT MANY, AND AFTER THESE THINGS AGAIN I SAW BLACK (WATERS), AND AFTER THESE THINGS AGAIN BRIGHT, AND AGAIN BLACK AND AGAIN BRIGHT. 6 NOW THIS WAS DONE TWELVE TIMES, BUT THE BLACK, WERE ALWAYS MORE NUMEROUS THAN THE BRIGHT. 7 AND IT CAME TO PASS AT THE END OF THE CLOUD, THAT LO! IT RAINED BLACK WATERS, AND THEY WERE DARKER THAN HAD BEEN ALL THOSE WATERS THAT WERE BEFORE, AND FIRE WAS MINGLED WITH THEM, AND WHERE THOSE WATERS DESCENDED, THEY WROUGHT DEVASTATION AND DESTRUCTION. 8 AND AFTER THESE THINGS I SAW HOW THAT LIGHTNING WHICH I HAD SEEN ON THE SUMMIT OF THE CLOUD, SEIZED HOLD OF IT AND HURLED IT TO THE EARTH. 9 NOW THAT LIGHTNING SHONE EXCEEDINGLY, SO AS TO ILLUMINATE THE WHOLE EARTH, AND IT HEALED THOSE REGIONS WHERE THE LAST WATERS HAD DESCENDED AND WROUGHT DEVASTATION. 10 AND IT TOOK HOLD OF THE WHOLE EARTH, AND HAD DOMINION OVER IT. 11 AND I SAW AFTER THESE THINGS, AND LO! TWELVE RIVERS WERE ASCENDING FROM THE SEA, AND THEY BEGAN TO SURROUND THAT LIGHTNING AND TO BECOME SUBJECT TO IT. 12 AND BY REASON OF MY FEAR I AWOKE. 
54—55. BARUCH'S PRAYER FOR AN INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION: RAMIEL'S ADVENT FOR THIS PURPOSE
54 1 AND I BESOUGHT THE MIGHTY ONE, AND SAID: 'YOU ALONE, O LORD, KNOW OF AFORETIME THE DEEP THINGS OF THE WORLD, AND THE THINGS WHICH BEFALL IN THEIR TIMES YOU BRING ABOUT BY YOUR WORD, AND AGAINST THE WORKS OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH YOU DO HASTEN THE BEGINNINGS OF THE TIMES, AND THE END OF THE SEASONS YOU ALONE KNOW. 2 (YOU) FOR WHOM NOTHING IS TOO HARD, BUT WHO DO EVERYTHING EASILY BY A NOD: 3 (YOU) TO WHOM THE DEPTHS COME AS THE HEIGHTS, AND WHOSE WORD THE BEGINNINGS OF THE AGES SERVE: 4 (YOU) WHO REVEAL TO THOSE WHO FEAR YOU WHAT IS PREPARED FOR THEM, THAT THENCEFORTH THEY MAY BE COMFORTED. 5 YOU SHOW GREAT ACTS TO THOSE WHO KNOW NOT; YOU BREAK UP THE ENCLOSURE OF THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT, AND LIGHTEST UP WHAT IS DARK, AND REVEAL WHAT IS HIDDEN TO THE PURE, [WHO IN FAITH HAVE SUBMITTED THEMSELVES TO YOU AND YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW.] 6 YOU HAVE SHOWN TO YOUR SERVANT THIS VISION; REVEAL TO ME ALSO ITS INTERPRETATION. 7 FOR I KNOW THAT AS REGARDS THOSE THINGS WHEREIN I BESOUGHT YOU, I HAVE RECEIVED A RESPONSE, AND AS REGARDS WHAT I BESOUGHT, YOU DID REVEAL TO ME WITH WHAT VOICE I SHOULD PRAISE YOU, AND FROM WHAT MEMBERS I SHOULD CAUSE PRAISES AND HALLELUJAHS TO ASCEND TO YOU. 8 FOR IF MY MEMBERS WERE MOUTHS, AND THE HAIRS OF MY HEAD VOICES, EVEN SO I COULD NOT GIVE YOU THE REWARD OF PRAISE, NOR LAUD YOU AS IS BEFITTING, NOR COULD I RECOUNT YOUR PRAISE, NOR TELL THE GLORY OF YOUR BEAUTY. 9 FOR WHAT AM I AMONGST MEN, OR WHY AM I RECKONED AMONGST THOSE WHO ARE MORE EXCELLENT THAN I, THAT I HAVE HEARD ALL THESE MARVELOUS THINGS FROM THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND NUMBERLESS PROMISES FROM HIM WHO CREATED ME? 10 BLESSED BE MY MOTHER AMONG THOSE THAT BEAR, AND PRAISED AMONG WOMEN BE SHE THAT BARE ME. 11 FOR I WILL NOT BE SILENT IN PRAISING THE MIGHTY ONE, AND WITH THE VOICE OF PRAISE I WILL RECOUNT HIS MARVELOUS DEEDS. 12 FOR WHO DOETH LIKE UNTO YOUR MARVELOUS DEEDS, O GOD, OR WHO COMPREHEND YOUR DEEP THOUGHT OF LIFE. 13 FOR WITH YOUR COUNSEL YOU DO GOVERN ALL THE CREATURES WHICH YOUR RIGHT HAND HAS CREATED AND YOU HAVE ESTABLISHED EVERY FOUNTAIN OF LIGHT BESIDE YOU, AND THE TREASURES OF WISDOM BENEATH YOUR THRONE HAVE YOU PREPARED. 14 AND JUSTLY DO THEY PERISH WHO HAVE NOT [SEXLESSLY] LOVED YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW, AND THE TORMENT OF JUDGMENT SHALL AWAIT THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SUBMITTED THEMSELVES TO YOUR [SEXLESS] POWER. 15 FOR THOUGH ADAM FIRST [SEXUALLY] SINNED AND BROUGHT UNTIMELY DEATH UPON ALL, YET OF THOSE WHO WERE BORN FROM HIM EACH ONE OF THEM HAS PREPARED FOR HIS OWN SOUL TORMENT TO COME, AND AGAIN EACH ONE OF THEM HAS CHOSEN FOR HIMSELF GLORIES TO COME. 16 [FOR ASSUREDLY HE WHO BELIEVETH WILL RECEIVE REWARD. 17 BUT NOW, AS FOR YOU, YOU WICKED THAT NOW ARE, TURN YOU TO DESTRUCTION, BECAUSE YOU SHALL SPEEDILY BE VISITED, IN THAT FORMERLY YOU REJECTED THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. 18 FOR HIS WORKS HAVE NOT TAUGHT YOU, NOR HAS THE SKILL OF HIS CREATION WHICH IS AT ALL TIMES PERSUADED YOU.] 19 ADAM IS THEREFORE NOT THE CAUSE, SAVE ONLY OF HIS OWN SOUL, BUT EACH OF US HAS BEEN THE ADAM OF HIS OWN SOUL. 20 BUT DO YOU, O LORD, EXPOUND TO ME REGARDING THOSE THINGS WHICH YOU HAVE REVEALED TO ME, AND INFORM ME REGARDING THAT WHICH I BESOUGHT YOU. 21 FOR AT THE CONSUMMATION OF THE WORLD VENGEANCE SHALL BE TAKEN UPON THOSE WHO HAVE DONE WICKEDNESS ACCORDING TO THEIR WICKEDNESS, AND YOU WILL GLORIFY THE FAITHFUL ACCORDING TO THEIR FAITHFULNESS. 22 FOR THOSE WHO ARE AMONGST YOUR OWN YOU RULE, AND THOSE WHO [SEXUAL] SIN YOU BLOT OUT FROM AMONGST YOUR OWN.' 
55 1 AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN I HAD FINISHED SPEAKING THE WORDS OF THIS PRAYER, THAT I SAT THERE UNDER A TREE, THAT I MIGHT REST IN THE SHADE OF THE BRANCHES. 2 AND I WONDERED AND WAS ASTONISHED, AND PONDERED IN MY THOUGHTS REGARDING THE MULTITUDE OF GOODNESS WHICH [SEXUALLY] SINNERS WHO ARE UPON THE EARTH HAVE REJECTED, AND REGARDING THE GREAT TORMENT WHICH THEY HAVE DESPISED, THOUGH THEY KNEW THAT THEY SHOULD BE TORMENTED BECAUSE OF THE [SEXUAL] SIN THEY HAD COMMITTED. AND WHEN I WAS PONDERING ON THESE THINGS AND THE LIKE, LO! THE ANGEL RAMIEL WHO PRESIDES OVER TRUE VISIONS WAS SENT TO ME, AND HE SAID UNTO ME: 4 'WHY DOES YOUR HEART TROUBLE YOU, BARUCH, AND WHY DOES YOUR THOUGHT DISTURB YOU? 5 FOR IF OWING TO THE REPORT WHICH YOU HAVE ONLY HEARD OF JUDGMENT YOU ARE SO MOVED, WHAT (WILT YOU BE) WHEN YOU SHALL SEE IT MANIFESTLY WITH YOUR EYES? 6 AND IF WITH THE EXPECTATION WHEREWITH YOU DO EXPECT THE DAY OF THE MIGHTY ONE YOU ARE SO OVERCOME, WHAT (WILT YOU BE) WHEN YOU SHALL COME TO ITS ADVENT? 7 AND, IF AT THE WORD OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE TORMENT OF THOSE WHO HAVE DONE FOOLISHLY YOU ARE SO WHOLLY DISTRAUGHT, HOW MUCH MORE WHEN THE EVENT WILL REVEAL MARVELOUS THINGS? 8 AND IF YOU HAVE HEARD TIDINGS OF THE GOOD AND EVIL THINGS WHICH ARE THEN COMING AND ARE GRIEVED, WHAT (WILT YOU BE) WHEN YOU SHALL BEHOLD WHAT THE MAJESTY WILL REVEAL, WHICH SHALL CONVICT THESE AND CAUSE THOSE TO REJOICE.' 
56—74. INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION. THE BLACK AND BRIGHT WATERS SYMBOLIZE THE WORLD'S HISTORY FROM ADAM TO THE ADVENT OF THE MESSIAH.
56 1 'NEVERTHELESS, BECAUSE YOU HAVE BESOUGHT THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] TO REVEAL TO YOU THE INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN, I HAVE BEEN SENT TO TELL YOU. 2 AND THE MIGHTY ONE HATH ASSUREDLY MADE KNOWN TO YOU THE METHODS OF THE TIMES THAT HAVE PASSED, AND OF THOSE THAT ARE DESTINED TO PASS IN HIS WORLD FROM THE BEGINNING OF ITS CREATION EVEN UNTO ITS CONSUMMATION, OF THOSE THINGS WHICH (ARE) DECEIT AND OF THOSE WHICH (ARE) IN TRUTH. 3 FOR AS YOU DID SEE A GREAT CLOUD WHICH ASCENDED FROM THE SEA, AND WENT AND COVERED THE EARTH, THIS IS THE DURATION OF THE WORLD (= ΑΙΩΝ) WHICH THE MIGHTY ONE MADE WHEN HE TOOK COUNSEL TO MAKE THE WORLD. 4 AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THE WORD HAD GONE FORTH FROM HIS PRESENCE, THAT THE DURATION OF THE WORLD HAD COME INTO BEING IN A SMALL DEGREE, AND WAS ESTABLISHED ACCORDING TO THE MULTITUDE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OF HIM WHO SENT IT. 5 AND AS YOU DID PREVIOUSLY SEE ON THE SUMMIT OF THE CLOUD BLACK WATERS WHICH DESCENDED PREVIOUSLY ON THE EARTH, THIS IS THE TRANSGRESSION WHEREWITH ADAM THE FIRST MAN TRANSGRESSED. 6 FOR [SINCE] WHEN HE TRANSGRESSED UNTIMELY DEATH CAME INTO BEING, GRIEF WAS NAMED AND ANGUISH WAS PREPARED, AND PAIN WAS CREATED, AND TROUBLE CONSUMMATED, AND DISEASE BEGAN TO BE ESTABLISHED, AND SHEOL KEPT DEMANDING THAT IT SHOULD BE RENEWED IN BLOOD, AND THE BEGETTING OF CHILDREN WAS BROUGHT ABOUT, AND THE [SEXLESS] PASSION OF PARENTS PRODUCED, AND THE GREATNESS OF HUMANITY WAS HUMILIATED [HUMBLED], AND GOODNESS LANGUISHED. 7 WHAT THEREFORE CAN BE BLACKER OR DARKER THAN THESE THINGS? 8 THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF THE BLACK WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN. 9 AND FROM THESE BLACK (WATERS) AGAIN WERE BLACK DERIVED, AND THE DARKNESS OF DARKNESS WAS PRODUCED. 10 FOR HE BECAME A DANGER TO HIS OWN SOUL: EVEN TO THE ANGELS 11 FOR, MOREOVER, AT THAT TIME WHEN HE WAS CREATED, THEY ENJOYED LIBERTY. 12 AND BECAME HE A DANGER SOME OF THEM DESCENDED, AND MINGLED WITH THE WOMEN. 13 AND THEN THOSE WHO DID SO WERE TORMENTED IN CHAINS. 14 BUT THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE OF THE ANGELS, OF WHICH THERE IS (NO) NUMBER, RESTRAINED THEMSELVES. 15 AND THOSE WHO DWELT ON THE EARTH PERISHED TOGETHER (WITH THEM) THROUGH THE WATERS OF THE DELUGE. 16 THESE ARE THE BLACK FIRST WATERS.
57 1 AND AFTER THESE (WATERS) YOU DID SEE BRIGHT WATERS: THIS IS THE FOUNT OF ABRAHAM, ALSO HIS GENERATIONS AND ADVENT OF HIS SON, AND OF HIS SON'S SON, AND OF THOSE LIKE THEM. 2 BECAUSE AT THAT TIME THE UNWRITTEN [SEXLESS] LAW WAS NAMED AMONGST THEM, AND THE [DIVINE] WORKS OF THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS WERE THEN FULFILLED, AND [SEXLESS] BELIEF IN THE COMING JUDGMENT WAS THEN GENERATED, AND HOPE OF THE WORLD THAT WAS TO BE [SEXLESSLY] RENEWED WAS THEN BUILT UP, AND THE [SEXLESS] PROMISE OF THE LIFE THAT SHOULD COME HEREAFTER WAS IMPLANTED. 3 THESE ARE THE BRIGHT WATERS, WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN. 
58 1 'AND THE BLACK THIRD WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN, THESE ARE THE MINGLING OF ALL [SEXUAL] SINS, WHICH THE NATIONS AFTERWARDS WROUGHT AFTER THE DEATH OF THOSE RIGHTEOUS MEN, AND THE WICKEDNESS OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, WHEREIN THEY DID WICKEDLY IN THE SERVICE WHEREWITH THEY MADE THEIR SONS TO SERVE. 2 NEVERTHELESS, THESE ALSO PERISHED AT LAST. 
59 1 'AND THE BRIGHT FOURTH WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN ARE THE ADVENT OF MOSES AND AARON AND MIRIAM AND JOSHUA THE SON OF NUN AND CALEB AND OF ALL THOSE LIKE THEM. 2 FOR AT THAT TIME THE LAMP OF THE ETERNAL [SEXLESS] LAW SHONE ON ALL THOSE WHO SAT IN DARKNESS, WHICH ANNOUNCED TO THEM THAT BELIEVE THE PROMISE OF THEIR REWARD, AND TO THEM THAT DENY, THE TORMENT OF FIRE WHICH IS RESERVED FOR THEM. 3 BUT ALSO THE HEAVENS AT THAT TIME WERE SHAKEN FROM THEIR PLACE, AND THOSE WHO WERE UNDER THE THRONE OF THE MIGHTY ONE WERE PERTURBED, WHEN HE WAS TAKING MOSES UNTO HIMSELF. 4 FOR HE SHOWED HIM MANY ADMONITIONS TOGETHER WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE CONSUMMATION OF THE [SEXLESS] TIMES, AS ALSO TO YOU, AND LIKEWISE THE PATTERN OF ZION AND ITS MEASURES, IN THE PATTERN OF WHICH THE SANCTUARY OF THE PRESENT TIME WAS TO BE MADE. 5 BUT THEN ALSO HE SHOWED TO HIM THE MEASURES OF THE FIRE, ALSO THE DEPTHS OF THE ABYSS, AND THE WEIGHT OF THE WINDS, AND THE NUMBER OF THE DROPS OF RAIN: 6 AND THE SUPPRESSION OF ANGER, AND THE MULTITUDE OF LONG-SUFFERING, AND THE TRUTH OF JUDGMENT: 7 AND THE ROOT OF WISDOM, AND THE RICHES OF UNDERSTANDING, AND THE FOUNT OF KNOWLEDGE: 8 AND THE HEIGHT OF THE AIR, AND THE GREATNESS OF PARADISE, AND THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGES, AND THE BEGINNING OF THE DAY OF JUDGMENT: 9 AND THE NUMBER OF THE OFFERINGS, AND THE EARTHS WHICH HAVE NOT YET COME: 10 AND THE MOUTH OF GEHENNA, AND THE STATION OF VENGEANCE, AND THE PLACE OF FAITH, AND THE REGION OF HOPE: AND THE LIKENESS OF FUTURE TORMENT, AND THE MULTITUDE OF INNUMERABLE ANGELS, AND THE FLAMING HOSTS, AND THE SPLENDOR OF THE LIGHTNINGS, AND THE VOICE OF THE THUNDERS, AND THE ORDERS OF THE CHIEFS OF THE ANGELS, AND THE TREASURIES OF LIGHT, AND THE CHANGES OF THE TIMES, AND THE [FBI] INVESTIGATIONS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 12 THESE ARE THE BRIGHT FOURTH WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN.
60 1 AND THE BLACK FIFTH WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN RAINING ARE THE WORKS WHICH THE AMORITES WROUGHT, AND THE SPELLS OF THEIR INCANTATIONS WHICH THEY WROUGHT, AND THE WICKEDNESS OF THEIR MYSTERIES, AND THE MINGLING OF THEIR [SEXUAL] POLLUTION. 2 BUT EVEN ISRAEL WAS THEN [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED BY [SEXUAL] SINS IN THE DAYS OF THE JUDGES, THOUGH THEY SAW MANY SIGNS WHICH WERE FROM HIM WHO MADE THEM.
61 1 AND THE BRIGHT SIXTH WATERS WHICH THRU DID SEE, THIS IS THE TIME IN WHICH DAVID AND SOLOMON WERE BORN. 2 	AND THERE WAS AT THAT TIME THE BUILDING OF ZION, AND THE DEDICATION OF THE SANCTUARY, AND THE SHEDDING OF MUCH BLOOD OF THE NATIONS THAT [SEXUALLY] SINNED THEN, AND MANY OFFERINGS WHICH WERE OFFERED THEN IN THE DEDICATION OF THE SANCTUARY. 3 AND PEACE AND TRANQUILITY EXISTED AT THAT TIME, 4 AND WISDOM WAS HEARD IN THE ASSEMBLY: AND THE RICHES OF UNDERSTANDING WERE MAGNIFIED IN THE CONGREGATIONS, 5 AND THE HOLY FESTIVALS WERE FULFILLED IN BLESSEDNESS AND IN MUCH JOY. 6 AND THE JUDGMENT OF THE RULERS WAS THEN SEEN TO BE WITHOUT GUILE, AND THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE PRECEPTS OF THE MIGHTY ONE WAS ACCOMPLISHED WITH TRUTH. 7 AND THE LAND [WHICH] WAS THEN BELOVED BY THE LORD, AND BECAUSE ITS INHABITANTS [SEXUALLY] SINNED NOT, IT WAS GLORIFIED BEYOND ALL LANDS, AND THE CITY ZION RULED THEN OVER ALL LANDS AND REGIONS. 8 THESE ARE THE BRIGHT WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN. 
62 1 AND THE BLACK SEVENTH WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN, THIS IS THE PERVERSION (BROUGHT ABOUT) BY THE COUNSEL OF JEROBOAM, WHO TOOK COUNSEL TO MAKE TWO CALVES OF GOLD: 2 AND ALL THE INIQUITIES WHICH KINGS WHO WERE AFTER HIM INIQUITOUSLY WROUGHT. 3 AND THE [TEMPTATION] CURSE OF JEZEBEL AND THE WORSHIP OF IDOLS WHICH ISRAEL PRACTICED AT THAT TIME. 4 AND THE WITHHOLDING OF RAIN, AND THE FAMINES WHICH OCCURRED UNTIL WOMEN EAT THE FRUIT OF THEIR WOMBS. 5 AND THE TIME OF THEIR CAPTIVITY WHICH CAME UPON THE NINE TRIBES AND A HALF, BECAUSE THEY WERE IN MANY [SEXUAL] SINS. 6 AND SHALMANEZZAR KING OF ASSYRIA CAME AND LED THEM AWAY CAPTIVE. 7 BUT REGARDING THE GENTILES IT WERE TEDIOUS TO TELL HOW THEY ALWAYS WROUGHT IMPIETY AND WICKEDNESS, AND NEVER WROUGHT RIGHTEOUSNESS. 8 THESE ARE THE BLACK SEVENTH WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN.
63 1 'AND THE BRIGHT EIGHTH WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN, THIS IS THE RECTITUDE AND UPRIGHTNESS OF HEZEKIAH KING OF JUDAH AND THE GRACE (OF GOD) WHICH CAME UPON HIM. 2 FOR WHEN SENNACHERIB WAS STIRRED UP IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT PERISH, AND HIS WRATH TROUBLED HIM IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT THEREBY PERISH, FOR THE MULTITUDE ALSO OF THE NATIONS WHICH WERE WITH HIM. 3 WHEN, MOREOVER, HEZEKIAH THE KING HEARD THOSE THINGS WHICH THE KING OF ASSYRIA WAS DEVISING, (I.E.) TO COME AND SEIZE HIM AND DESTROY HIS PEOPLE, THE TWO AND A HALF TRIBES WHICH REMAINED: NAY, MORE HE WISHED TO OVERTHROW ZION ALSO: THEN HEZEKIAH TRUSTED IN HIS WORKS, AND HAD HOPE IN HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND SPOKE WITH THE MIGHTY ONE AND SAID: 4 "BEHOLD, FOR LO! SENNACHERIB IS PREPARED TO DESTROY US, AND HE WILL BE BOASTFUL AND UPLIFTED WHEN HE HAS DESTROYED ZION." 5 AND THE MIGHTY ONE HEARD HIM, FOR HEZEKIAH WAS WISE, AND HE HAD RESPECT UNTO HIS PRAYER, BECAUSE HE WAS RIGHTEOUS. 6 AND THEREUPON THE MIGHTY ONE COMMANDED RAMIEL HIS ANGEL WHO SPEAKS WITH YOU. 7 AND I WENT FORTH AND DESTROYED THEIR MULTITUDE, THE NUMBER OF WHOSE CHIEFS ONLY WAS A HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE THOUSAND, AND EACH ONE OF THEM HAD AN EQUAL NUMBER (AT HIS COMMAND). 8 AND AT THAT TIME I BURNED THEIR BODIES WITHIN, BUT THEIR RAIMENT AND ARMS I PRESERVED OUTWARDLY, IN ORDER THAT THE STILL MORE WONDERFUL DEEDS OF THE MIGHTY ONE MIGHT APPEAR, AND THAT THEREBY HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] MIGHT BE SPOKEN OF THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH. 9 AND ZION WAS SAVED AND JERUSALEM DELIVERED: ISRAEL ALSO WAS FREED FROM TRIBULATION. 10 AND ALL THOSE WHO WERE IN THE HOLY LAND REJOICED, AND THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE MIGHTY ONE WAS GLORIFIED SO THAT IT WAS SPOKEN OF 11 THESE ARE THE BRIGHT WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN.
64 1 'AND THE BLACK NINTH WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN, THIS IS ALL THE WICKEDNESS WHICH WAS IN THE DAYS OF MANASSEH THE SON OF HEZEKIAH. 2 FOR HE WROUGHT MUCH IMPIETY, AND HE SLEW THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HE WRESTED JUDGMENT, AND HE SHED THE BLOOD OF THE INNOCENT, AND WEDDED WOMEN HE VIOLENTLY [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED, AND HE OVERTURNED THE ALTARS, AND DESTROYED THEIR OFFERINGS, AND DROVE FORTH THEIR PRIESTS LEST THEY SHOULD MINISTER IN THE SANCTUARY. 3 AND HE MADE AN [SEXLESS] IMAGE WITH FIVE FACES: FOUR OF THEM LOOKED TO THE FOUR WINDS, AND THE FIFTH ON THE SUMMIT OF THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE AS THE ADVERSARY OF THE ZEAL OF THE MIGHTY ONE. 4 AND THEN WRATH WENT FORTH FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE MIGHTY ONE TO THE INTENT THAT ZION SHOULD BE ROOTED OUT, AS ALSO IT BEFELL IN YOUR DAYS. BUT ALSO, AGAINST THE TWO TRIBES AND A HALF WENT FORTH A DECREE THAT THEY SHOULD ALSO BE LED AWAY CAPTIVE, AS YOU HAVE NOW SEEN. 5 AND TO SUCH A DEGREE DID THE IMPIETY OF MANASSEH INCREASE, THAT IT REMOVED THE PRAISE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] FROM THE SANCTUARY. 7 ON THIS ACCOUNT MANASSEH WAS AT THAT TIME NAMED 'THE IMPIOUS," AND FINALLY HIS ABODE WAS IN THE FIRE. 8 FOR THOUGH HIS PRAYER WAS HEARD WITH THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], FINALLY, WHEN HE WAS CAST INTO THE BRAZEN HORSE AND THE BRAZEN HORSE WAS MELTED, IT SERVED AS A SIGN UNTO HIM FOR THE HOUR. 9 FOR HE HAD NOT LIVED PERFECTLY, FOR HE WAS NOT WORTHY—BUT THAT THENCEFORWARD HE MIGHT KNOW BY WHOM FINALLY HE SHOULD BE TORMENTED. 10 FOR HE WHO IS ABLE TO BENEFIT IS ALSO ABLE TO TORMENT.
65 1 'THUS, MOREOVER, DID MANASSEH ACT IMPIOUSLY, AND THOUGHT THAT IN HIS TIME THE MIGHTY ONE WOULD NOT INQUIRE INTO THESE THINGS. 2 THESE ARE THE BLACK NINTH WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN.
66 1 'AND THE BRIGHT TENTH WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN: THIS IS THE PURITY OF THE GENERATIONS OF JOSIAH KING OF JUDAH, WHO WAS THE ONLY ONE AT THE TIME WHO SUBMITTED HIMSELF TO THE MIGHTY ONE WITH ALL HIS HEART AND WITH ALL HIS SOUL. 2 AND HE CLEANSED THE LAND FROM IDOLS, AND HALLOWED ALL THE VESSELS WHICH HAD BEEN [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED, AND RESTORED THE OFFERINGS TO THE ALTAR, AND RAISED THE HORN OF THE HOLY, AND EXALTED THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HONORED ALL THAT WERE WISE IN UNDERSTANDING, AND BROUGHT BACK THE PRIESTS TO THEIR MINISTRY, AND DESTROYED AND REMOVED THE MAGICIANS AND ENCHANTERS AND NECROMANCERS FROM THE LAND. 3 AND NOT ONLY DID HE SLAY THE IMPIOUS THAT WERE LIVING, BUT THEY ALSO TOOK FROM THE SEPULCHERS THE BONES OF THE DEAD AND BURNED THEM WITH FIRE. 4 [AND THE FESTIVALS AND THE SABBATHS HE ESTABLISHED IN THEIR SANCTITY], AND THEIR [SEXUAL] POLLUTED ONES HE BURNT IN THE FIRE, AND THE LYING [SEXUAL] PROPHETS WHICH DECEIVED THE PEOPLE, THESE ALSO HE BURNT IN THE FIRE, AND THE PEOPLE WHO LISTENED TO THEM WHEN THEY WERE LIVING, HE CAST THEM INTO THE BROOK KIDRON, AND HEAPED STONES UPON THEM. 5 AND HE WAS ZEALOUS WITH ZEAL FOR THE MIGHTY ONE WITH ALL HIS SOUL, AND HE ALONE WAS FIRM IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW AT THAT TIME, SO THAT HE LEFT NONE THAT WAS UNCIRCUMCISED, OR THAT WROUGHT IMPIETY IN ALL THE LAND, ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE. 6 THEREFORE HE SHALL RECEIVE AN ETERNAL REWARD, AND HE SHALL BE GLORIFIED WITH THE MIGHTY ONE BEYOND MANY AT A LATER TIME. 7 FOR ON HIS ACCOUNT AND ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE WHO ARE LIKE HIM WERE THE HONORABLE GLORIES, OF WHICH YOU WERE TOLD BEFORE, CREATED AND PREPARED. THESE ARC THE BRIGHT WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN.
67 1 'AND THE BLACK ELEVENTH WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN: THIS IS THE CALAMITY WHICH IS NOW BEFALLING "ZION. 2 DO YOU THINK THAT THERE IS NO ANGUISH TO THE ANGELS IN THE PRESENCE OF THE MIGHTY ONE, THAT ZION WAS SO DELIVERED UP, AND THAT LO! THE GENTILES BOAST IN THEIR HEARTS, AND ASSEMBLE BEFORE THEIR IDOLS AND SAY, "SHE IS TRODDEN DOWN WHO OFTENTIMES TROD DOWN, AND SHE HAS BEEN REDUCED TO SERVITUDE WHO REDUCED (OTHERS)"? 3 DOST YOU THINK THAT IN THESE THINGS THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] REJOICES, OR THAT HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS GLORIFIED? 4 [BUT HOW WILL IT SERVE TOWARDS HIS RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT?] 5 YET AFTER THESE THINGS SHALL THE DISPERSED AMONG THE GENTILES BE TAKEN HOLD OF BY TRIBULATION, AND IN SHAME SHALL THEY DWELL IN EVERY PLACE. 6 BECAUSE SO FAR AS ZION IS DELIVERED UP AND JERUSALEM LAID WASTE, SHALL IDOLS PROSPER IN THE CITIES OF THE GENTILES, AND THE VAPOR OF THE [SWEET] SMOKE OF THE [ANOINTED] INCENSE OF THE [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS BY THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS EXTINGUISHED IN ZION, AND IN THE REGION OF ZION IN EVERY PLACE LO! THERE IS THE [FILTHY] SMOKE OF IMPIETY [DISRESPECT]. 7 BUT THE KING OF BABYLON WILL ARISE WHO HAS NOW DESTROYED ZION, AND HE WILL BOAST OVER THE PEOPLE, AND HE WILL SPEAK GREAT THINGS IN HIS HEART IN THE PRESENCE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. 8 BUT HE ALSO SHALL FALL AT LAST. THESE ARE THE BLACK WATERS. 
68 1 'AND THE BRIGHT TWELFTH WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN: THIS IS THE WORD. FOR AFTER THESE THINGS TIME WILL COME WHEN YOUR PEOPLE SHALL FALL INTO DISTRESS, SO THAT THEY SHALL ALL RUN THE RISK OF PERISHING TOGETHER. 3 NEVERTHELESS, THEY WILL BE SAVED, AND THEIR ENEMIES WILL FALL IN THEIR PRESENCE. 4 AND THEY WILL HAVE IN (DUE) TIME MUCH JOY. 5 AND AT THAT TIME AFTER A LITTLE INTERVAL ZION WILL AGAIN BE REBUILT, AND ITS OFFERINGS WILL AGAIN BE RESTORED, AND THE PRIESTS WILL RETURN TO THEIR MINISTRY, AND ALSO THE GENTILES WILL COME TO GLORIFY IT. 6 NEVERTHELESS, NOT FULLY AS IN THE BEGINNING. 7 BUT IT WILL COME TO PASS AFTER THESE THINGS THAT THERE WILL BE THE FALL OF MANY NATIONS. 8 THESE ARE THE BRIGHT WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN.
69 1 'FOR THE LAST WATERS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN WHICH WERE DARKER THAN ALL THAT WERE BEFORE THEM, THOSE WHICH WERE AFTER THE TWELFTH NUMBER, WHICH WERE COLLECTED TOGETHER, BELONG TO THE WHOLE WORLD. 2 FOR THE MOST HIGH MADE DIVISION FROM THE BEGINNING, BECAUSE HE ALONE KNOWS WHAT WILL BEFALL. 3 FOR AS TO THE ENORMITIES AND THE IMPIETIES WHICH SHOULD BE WROUGHT BEFORE HIM, HE FORESAW SIX KINDS OF THEM. 4 AND OF THE GOOD WORKS OF THE RIGHTEOUS WHICH SHOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED BEFORE HIM, HE FORESAW SIX KINDS OF THEM, BEYOND THOSE WHICH HE SHOULD WORK AT THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE. 5 ON HIS ACCOUNT THERE WERE NOT BLACK WATERS WITH BLACK, NOR BRIGHT WITH BRIGHT; FOR IT IS THE CONSUMMATION.
70 1 'HEAR THEREFORE THE INTERPRETATION OF THE LAST BLACK WATERS WHICH ARE TO COME [AFTER THE BLACK]: THIS THE WORD. 2 BEHOLD! THE DAYS COME, AND IT SHALL BE WHEN THE TIME OF THE AGE HAS RIPENED, AND THE HARVEST OF ITS EVIL AND GOOD SEEDS HAS COME, THAT THE MIGHTY ONE WILL BRING UPON THE EARTH AND ITS INHABITANTS AND UPON ITS RULERS, PERTURBATION OF SPIRIT AND STUPOR OF HEART. 3 AND THEY SHALL HATE ONE ANOTHER, AND PROVOKE ONE ANOTHER TO FIGHT, AND THE MEAN SHALL RULE OVER THE HONORABLE, AND THOSE OF LOW DEGREE SHALL BE EXTOLLED ABOVE THE FAMOUS. 4 AND THE MANY SHALL BE DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF THE FEW, AND THOSE WHO WERE NOTHING SHALL RULE OVER THE STRONG, AND THE POOR SHALL HAVE ABUNDANCE BEYOND THE RICH, AND THE IMPIOUS SHALL EXALT THEMSELVES ABOVE THE HEROIC. 5 AND THE WISE SHALL BE SILENT, AND THE FOOLISH SHALL SPEAK, NEITHER SHALL THE THOUGHT OF MEN BE THEN CONFIRMED, NOR THE COUNSEL OF THE MIGHTY, NOR SHALL THE HOPE OF THOSE WHO HOPE BE CONFIRMED. 6 AND WHEN THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE PREDICTED HAVE COME TO PASS, THEN SHALL [SEXUAL] CONFUSION FALL UPON ALL MEN, AND SOME OF THEM SHALL FALL IN BATTLE, AND SOME OF THEM SHALL PERISH IN ANGUISH, 7 AND SOME OF THEM SHALL BE DESTROYED BY THEIR OWN. THEN THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] PEOPLES WHOM HE HAS PREPARED BEFORE, AND THEY SHALL COME AND MAKE WAR WITH THE LEADERS THAT SHALL THEN BE LEFT. 8 AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT WHOEVER GETS SAFE OUT OF THE WAR SHALL DIE IN THE EARTHQUAKE, AND WHOEVER GETS SAFE OUT OF THE EARTHQUAKE SHALL BE BURNED BY THE FIRE, AND WHOEVER GETS SAFE OUT OF THE FIRE SHALL BE DESTROYED BY FAMINE. 9 [AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT WHOEVER OF THE VICTORS AND THE VANQUISHED GETS SAFE OUT OF AND ESCAPES ALL THESE THINGS AFORESAID WILL BE DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF MY SERVANT MESSIAH.] 10 FOR ALL THE EARTH SHALL DEVOUR ITS INHABITANTS.
71 1 'AND THE HOLY LAND SHALL HAVE MERCY ON ITS OWN, AND IT SHALL PROTECT ITS INHABITANTS AT THAT TIME. 2 THIS IS THE VISION WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN, AND THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION. 3 FOR I HAVE COME TO TELL YOU THESE THINGS, BECAUSE YOUR PRAYER HAS BEEN HEARD WITH THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. 
72 'HEAR NOW ALSO REGARDING THE BRIGHT LIGHTNING WHICH IS TO COME AT THE CONSUMMATION AFTER THESE BLACK (WATERS): THIS IS THE WORD. 2 AFTER THE SIGNS HAVE COME, OF WHICH YOU WERE TOLD BEFORE, WHEN THE NATIONS BECOME TURBULENT, AND THE TIME OF MY MESSIAH IS COME, HE SHALL BOTH SUMMON ALL THE NATIONS, AND SOME OF THEM HE SHALL SPARE, AND SOME OF THEM HE SHALL SLAY. 3 THESE THINGS THEREFORE SHALL COME UPON THE NATIONS WHICH ARE TO BE SPARED BY HIM. 4 EVERY NATION, WHICH KNOWS NOT ISRAEL AND HAS NOT TRODDEN DOWN THE SEED OF JACOB, SHALL INDEED BE SPARED. 5 AND THIS BECAUSE SOME OUT OF EVERY NATION SHALL BE SUBJECTED TO YOUR PEOPLE. 6 BUT ALL THOSE WHO HAVE RULED OVER YOU, OR HAVE KNOWN YOU, SHALL BE GIVEN UP TO THE SWORD.
73 1 'AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, WHEN HE HAS BROUGHT LOW EVERYTHING THAT IS IN THE WORLD, AND HAS SAT DOWN IN PEACE FOR THE AGE ON THE THRONE OF HIS KINGDOM, THAT JOY SHALL THEN BE REVEALED, AND REST SHALL APPEAR. 2 AND THEN HEALING SHALL DESCEND IN DEW, AND DISEASE SHALL WITHDRAW, AND ANXIETY AND ANGUISH AND LAMENTATION PASS FROM AMONGST MEN, AND GLADNESS PROCEED THROUGH THE WHOLE EARTH. 3 AND NO ONE SHALL AGAIN DIE UNTIMELY, NOR SHALL ANY ADVERSITY SUDDENLY BEFALL. 4 AND JUDGMENTS, AND ABUSIVE [SEXUAL] TALK, AND CONTENTIONS, AND REVENGES, AND BLOOD, AND [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, AND ENVY, AND HATRED, AND WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE LIKE THESE SHALL GO INTO CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] WHEN THEY ARE REMOVED. 5 FOR IT IS THESE VERY THINGS WHICH HAVE FILLED THIS WORLD WITH EVILS, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THESE THE LIFE OF MAN HAS BEEN GREATLY TROUBLED. 6 AND WILD BEASTS SHALL COME FROM THE FOREST AND MINISTER UNTO MEN AND ASPS AND DRAGONS SHALL COME FORTH FROM THEIR HOLES TO SUBMIT THEMSELVES TO A LITTLE CHILD. 7 AND WOMEN SHALL NO LONGER THEN HAVE PAIN WHEN THEY BEAR, NOR SHALL THEY SUFFER TORMENT WHEN THEY YIELD THE FRUIT OF THE WOMB.
74 1 'AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THOSE DAYS THAT THE REAPERS SHALL NOT GROW WEARY, NOR THOSE THAT BUILD BE TOIL-WORN; FOR THE WORKS SHALL OF THEMSELVES SPEEDILY ADVANCE TOGETHER WITH THOSE WHO DO THEM IN MUCH TRANQUILITY. 2 FOR THAT TIME IS THE CONSUMMATION OF THAT WHICH IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE, AND THE BEGINNING OF THAT WHICH IS NOT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE. 3 THEREFORE THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE PREDICTED SHALL BELONG TO IT: THEREFORE, IT IS FAR AWAY FROM EVILS, AND NEAR TO THOSE THINGS WHICH DIE NOT. 4 THIS IS THE BRIGHT LIGHTNING WHICH CAME AFTER THE LAST DARK WATERS.'
75. BARUCH'S HYMN ON THE UNSEARCHABLENESS OF GOD'S WAYS AND ON HIS MERCIES THROUGH WHICH THE FAITHFUL SHALL ATTAIN TO A BLESSED CONSUMMATION
75 1 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: 'WHO CAN UNDERSTAND, O LORD, YOUR GOODNESS? FOR IT IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE. 2 OR WHO CAN SEARCH INTO YOUR COMPASSIONS, WHICH ARE INFINITE? 3 OR WHO CAN COMPREHEND YOUR INTELLIGENCE? 4 OR WHO IS ABLE TO RECOUNT THE THOUGHTS OF YOUR MIND? 5 OR WHO OF THOSE WHO ARE BORN CAN HOPE TO COME TO THOSE THINGS, UNLESS HE IS ONE TO WHOM YOU ARE MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS? 6 BECAUSE, IF ASSUREDLY YOU DID NOT HAVE COMPASSION ON MAN, THOSE WHO ARE UNDER YOUR RIGHT HAND, THEY COULD NOT COME TO THOSE THINGS, BUT THOSE WHO ARE IN THE NUMBERS NAMED CAN BE CALLED. 7 BUT IF, INDEED, WE WHO EXIST KNOW WHEREFORE WE HAVE COME, AND SUBMIT OURSELVES TO HIM WHO BROUGHT US OUT OF EGYPT, WE SHALL COME AGAIN AND REMEMBER THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE PASSED, AND SHALL REJOICE REGARDING THAT WHICH HAS BEEN. 8 BUT IF NOW WE KNOW NOT WHEREFORE, WE HAVE COME, AND RECOGNIZE NOT THE PRINCIPATE OF HIM WHO BROUGHT US UP OUT OF EGYPT, WE SHALL COME AGAIN AND SEEK AFTER THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN NOW, AND BE GRIEVED WITH PAIN BECAUSE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEFALLEN.'
76. BARUCH BIDDEN TO INSTRUCT THE PEOPLE FOR FORTY DAYS AND THEN TO HOLD HIMSELF READY FOR HIS ASSUMPTION ON THE ADVENT OF THE MESSIAH
76 1 AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: ['INASMUCH AS THE REVELATION OF THIS VISION HAS BEEN INTERPRETED TO YOU AS YOU REQUESTED], HEAR THE WORD OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] THAT YOU MAY KNOW WHAT IS TO BEFALL YOU AFTER THESE THINGS. 2 FOR YOU SHALL SURELY DEPART FROM THIS EARTH, NEVERTHELESS NOT UNTO DEATH, BUT YOU SHALL BE PRESERVED UNTO THE CONSUMMATION OF THE TIMES. 3 GO UP THEREFORE TO THE TOP OF THAT MOUNTAIN, AND THERE SHALL PASS BEFORE YOU ALL THE REGIONS OF THAT LAND, AND THE FIGURE OF THE INHABITED WORLD, AND THE TOP(S) OF THE MOUNTAINS, AND THE DEPTH(S) OF THE VALLEYS, AND THE DEPTHS OF THE SEAS, AND THE NUMBER OF THE RIVERS, THAT YOU MAY SEE WHAT YOU ARE LEAVING, AND WHITHER YOU ARE GOING. 4 NOW THIS SHALL BEFALL AFTER FORTY DAYS. GO NOW THEREFORE DURING THESE DAYS AND INSTRUCT THE PEOPLE SO FAR AS YOU ARE ABLE, THAT THEY MAY LEARN SO AS NOT TO DIE AT THE LAST TIME, BUT MAY LEARN IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY LIVE AT THE LAST TIMES.'
77. BARUCH'S ADMONITION TO THE PEOPLE AND HIS WRITING OF TWO LETTERS—ONE TO THE NINE AND A HALF TRIBES IN ASSYRIA AND THE OTHER TO THE TWO AND A HALF IN BABYLON
77 1 AND I, BARUCH, WENT THERE AND CAME TO THE PEOPLE, AND ASSEMBLED THEM TOGETHER FROM THE GREATEST TO THE LEAST, AND SAID UNTO THEM: 2 'HEAR, YOU CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, BEHOLD HOW MANY YOU ARE WHO REMAIN OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. 3 FOR TO YOU AND TO YOUR FATHERS THE LORD GAVE A [SEXLESS] LAW MORE [OUTSTANDINGLY] EXCELLENT THAN TO ALL PEOPLES. 4 AND BECAUSE YOUR BRETHREN TRANSGRESSED THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], HE BROUGHT VENGEANCE UPON YOU AND UPON THEM, AND HE SPARED NOT THE FORMER, AND THE LATTER ALSO HE GAVE INTO CAPTIVITY: AND HE LEFT NOT A RESIDUE OF THEM, 5 BUT BEHOLD! YOU ARE HERE WITH ME. 6 IF, THEREFORE, YOU DIRECT YOUR WAYS ARIGHT, YE ALSO SHALL NOT DEPART AS YOUR BRETHREN DEPARTED, BUT THEY SHALL COME TO YOU. 7 FOR HE IS MERCIFUL WHOM YOU WORSHIP, AND HE IS GRACIOUS IN WHOM YOU HOPE, AND HE IS TRUE, SO THAT HE SHALL DO GOOD AND NOT EVIL. 8 HAVE YOU NOT SEEN HERE WHAT HAS BEFALLEN ZION? 9 OR DO YOU PERCHANCE THINK THAT THE PLACE HAD [SEXUALLY] SINNED, AND THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT IT WAS OVERTHROWN? OR THAT THE LAND HAD WROUGHT FOOLISHNESS, AND THAT THEREFORE IT WAS DELIVERED UP? 10 AND KNOW YOU NOT THAT ON ACCOUNT OF YOU WHO DID [SEXUAL] SIN, THAT WHICH [SEXUALLY] SINNED NOT WAS OVERTHROWN, AND, ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE WHO WROUGHT WICKEDLY, THAT WHICH WROUGHT NOT FOOLISHNESS WAS DELIVERED UP TO (ITS) ENEMIES?' 11 AND THE WHOLE PEOPLE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: 'SO FAR AS WE CAN RECALL THE GOOD THINGS WHICH THE MIGHTY ONE HAS DONE UNTO US, WE DO RECALL THEM; AND THOSE THINGS WHICH WE DO NOT REMEMBER HE IN HIS MERCY KNOWS. 12 NEVERTHELESS, DO THIS FOR US YOUR PEOPLE: WRITE ALSO TO OUR BRETHREN IN BABYLON AN EPISTLE OF DOCTRINE AND A SCROLL OF HOPE, THAT YOU MAY CONFIRM THEM ALSO BEFORE YOU DO DEPART FROM US. 13 FOR THE SHEPHERDS OF ISRAEL HAVE PERISHED, AND THE LAMPS WHICH GAVE LIGHT ARE EXTINGUISHED, AND THE FOUNTAINS HAVE WITHHELD THEIR STREAM WHENCE WE USED TO DRINK. 14 AND WE ARE LEFT IN THE DARKNESS, AND AMID THE TREES OF THE FOREST, AND THE THIRST OF THE WILDERNESS.' 15 AND I ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM 'SHEPHERDS AND LAMPS AND FOUNTAINS COME FROM THE [SEXLESS] LAW: AND THOUGH WE DEPART, YET THE [SEXLESS] LAW ABIDES. 16 IF THEREFORE YOU HAVE [GODLY] RESPECT TO THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND ARE INTENT UPON WISDOM, A LAMP WILL NOT BE WANTING, AND A SHEPHERD WILL NOT FAIL, AND A FOUNTAIN WILL NOT DRY UP. 17 NEVERTHELESS, AS YOU SAID UNTO ME, I WILL WRITE ALSO UNTO YOUR BRETHREN IN BABYLON, AND I WILL SEND BY MEANS OF MEN, AND I WILL WRITE IN LIKE MANNER TO THE NINE TRIBES AND A HALF, AND SEND BY MEANS OF A BIRD.' 18 AND IT CAME TO PASS ON THE ONE AND TWENTIETH DAY IN THE EIGHTH MONTH THAT I, BARUCH, CAME AND SAT DOWN UNDER THE OAK UNDER THE SHADOW OF THE BRANCHES, AND NO MAN WAS WITH ME, BUT I WAS ALONE. 19 AND I WROTE THESE TWO EPISTLES: ONE I SENT BY AN EAGLE TO THE NINE AND A HALF TRIBES; AND THE OTHER I SENT TO THOSE THAT WERE AT BABYLON BY MEANS OF THREE MEN. 20 AND I CALLED THE EAGLE AND SPOKE THESE WORDS UNTO IT: 21 'THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] HATH MADE YOU THAT YOU SHOULD BE HIGHER THAN ALL BIRDS. 22 AND NOW GO AND TARRY NOT IN (ANY) PLACE, NOR ENTER A NEST, NOR SETTLE UPON ANY TREE, TILL YOU HAVE PASSED OVER THE BREADTH OF THE MANY WATERS OF THE RIVER EUPHRATES, AND HAVE GONE TO THE PEOPLE THAT DWELL THERE, AND CAST DOWN TO THEM THIS EPISTLE. 23 REMEMBER, MOREOVER, THAT, AT THE TIME OF THE DELUGE, NOAH RECEIVED FROM A DOVE THE FRUIT OF THE OLIVE, WHEN HE SENT IT FORTH FROM THE ARK. 24 YEA, ALSO THE RAVENS MINISTERED TO ELIJAH, BEARING HIM FOOD, AS THEY HAD BEEN COMMANDED. 25 SOLOMON ALSO, IN THE TIME OF HIS KINGDOM, WHITHERSOEVER HE WISHED TO SEND OR SEEK FOR ANYTHING, COMMANDED A BIRD (TO GO THITHER), AND IT OBEYED HIM AS HE COMMANDED IT. 26 AND NOW LET IT NOT WEARY YOU, AND TURN NOT TO THE RIGHT HAND NOR THE LEFT, BUT FLY AND GO BY A DIRECT WAY, THAT YOU MAY PRESERVE THE COMMAND OF THE MIGHTY ONE, ACCORDING AS I SAID UNTO YOU.'
78—86. THE EPISTLE OF BARUCH THE SON OF NERIAH WHICH HE WROTE TO THE NINE AND A HALF TRIBES
78 1 THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THAT EPISTLE WHICH BARUCH THE SON OF NERIAH SENT TO THE NINE AND A HALF TRIBES, WHICH WERE ACROSS THE RIVER EUPHRATES, IN WHICH THESE THINGS WERE WRITTEN. 2 THUS SAYS BARUCH THE SON OF NERIAH TO THE BRETHREN CARRIED INTO CAPTIVITY: 'MERCY AND PEACE.' I BEAR IN MIND, MY BRETHREN, THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF HIM WHO CREATED US, WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVED US FROM OF OLD, AND NEVER HATED US, BUT ABOVE ALL EDUCATED US. 3 AND TRULY I KNOW THAT BEHOLD ALL WE THE TWELVE TRIBES ARE BOUND BY ONE BOND, INASMUCH AS WE ARE BORN FROM ONE FATHER [STEPHEN]. 4 WHEREFORE I HAVE BEEN THE MORE CAREFUL TO LEAVE YOU THE WORDS OF THIS EPISTLE BEFORE I DIE, THAT YOU MAY BE COMFORTED REGARDING THE EVILS WHICH HAVE COME UPON YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY BE GRIEVED ALSO REGARDING THE EVIL THAT HAS BEFALLEN YOUR BRETHREN; AND AGAIN, ALSO, THAT YOU MAY JUSTIFY HIS JUDGMENT WHICH 5 HE HAS DECREED AGAINST YOU THAT YOU SHOULD BE CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE—FOR WHAT YOU HAVE SUFFERED IS DISPROPORTIONED TO WHAT YOU HAVE DONE—IN ORDER THAT, AT THE LAST TIMES, YOU MAY BE FOUND WORTHY OF YOUR FATHERS. 6 THEREFORE, IF YOU CONSIDER THAT YE HAVE NOW SUFFERED THOSE THINGS FOR YOUR GOOD, THAT YOU MAY NOT FINALLY BE CONDEMNED AND TORMENTED, THEN YOU WILL RECEIVE ETERNAL HOPE; IF ABOVE ALL YOU DESTROY FROM YOUR HEART VAIN [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH YOU DEPARTED HENCE. 7 FOR IF YOU SO DO THESE THINGS, HE WILL CONTINUALLY REMEMBER YOU, HE WHO ALWAYS PROMISED ON OUR BEHALF TO THOSE WHO WERE MORE EXCELLENT THAN WE, THAT HE WILL NEVER FORGET OR FORSAKE US, BUT WITH MUCH MERCY WILL GATHER TOGETHER AGAIN THOSE WHO WERE DISPERSED.
79 1 NOW, MY BRETHREN, LEARN FIRST WHAT BEFELL ZION: HOW THAT NEBUCHADNEZZAR KING OF BABYLON CAME UP AGAINST US. 2 FOR WE HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST HIM WHO MADE US, AND WE HAVE NOT KEPT THE COMMANDMENTS WHICH HE COMMANDED US, YET HE HATH NOT CHASTENED US AS WE DESERVED. 3 FOR WHAT BEFELL YOU WE ALSO SUFFER IN A PREEMINENT DEGREE, FOR IT BEFELL US ALSO.
80 1 AND NOW, MY BRETHREN, I MAKE KNOWN UNTO YOU THAT WHEN THE ENEMY HAD SURROUNDED THE CITY, THE ANGELS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WERE SENT, AND THEY OVERTHREW THE FORTIFICATIONS OF THE STRONG WALL, AND THEY DESTROYED THE FIRM IRON CORNERS, WHICH COULD NOT BE ROOTED OUT. 2 NEVERTHELESS, THEY HID ALL THE VESSELS OF THE SANCTUARY, LEST THE ENEMY SHOULD GET POSSESSION OF THEM. 3 AND WHEN THEY HAD DONE THESE THINGS, THEY DELIVERED THEREUPON TO THE ENEMY THE OVERTHROWN WALL, AND THE PLUNDERED HOUSE, AND THE BURNT TEMPLE, AND THE PEOPLE WHO WERE OVERCOME BECAUSE THEY WERE DELIVERED UP, LEST THE ENEMY SHOULD BOAST AND SAY: 'THUS BY FORCE HAVE WE BEEN ABLE TO LAY WASTE EVEN THE HOUSE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] IN WAR.' YOUR BRETHREN ALSO HAVE THEY BOUND AND LED AWAY TO BABYLON, AND HAVE CAUSED THEM TO DWELL THERE. 5 BUT WE HAVE BEEN LEFT HERE, BEING VERY FEW. 6 THIS IS THE TRIBULATION ABOUT WHICH I WROTE TO YOU. 7 FOR ASSUREDLY I KNOW THAT (THE CONSOLATION OF) THE INHABITANTS OF ZION CONSOLES YOU: SO FAR AS YOU KNEW THAT IT WAS PROSPERED (YOUR CONSOLATION) WAS GREATER THAN THE TRIBULATION WHICH YOU ENDURED IN HAVING TO DEPART FROM IT.
81 1 BUT REGARDING CONSOLATION, HEAR THE WORD. 2 FOR I WAS MOURNING REGARDING ZION, AND I PRAYED FOR MERCY FROM THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND I SAID: 3 'HOW LONG WILL THESE THINGS ENDURE FOR US? AND WILL THESE EVILS COME UPON US ALWAYS?' 4 AND THE MIGHTY ONE DID ACCORDING TO THE MULTITUDE OF HIS MERCIES, AND THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] ACCORDING TO THE GREATNESS OF HIS COMPASSION, AND HE REVEALED UNTO ME THE WORD, THAT I MIGHT RECEIVE CONSOLATION, AND HE SHOWED ME VISIONS THAT I SHOULD NOT AGAIN ENDURE ANGUISH, AND HE MADE KNOWN TO ME THE MYSTERY OF THE TIMES. AND THE ADVENT OF THE HOURS HE SHOWED ME.
82 1 THEREFORE, MY BRETHREN, I HAVE WRITTEN TO YOU, THAT YOU MAY COMFORT YOURSELVES REGARDING THE MULTITUDE OF YOUR TRIBULATIONS. 2 FOR KNOW YOU THAT OUR [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WILL ASSUREDLY AVENGE US ON ALL OUR ENEMIES, ACCORDING TO ALL THAT THEY HAVE DONE TO US, ALSO THAT THE CONSUMMATION WHICH THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WILL MAKE IS VERY NIGH, AND HIS MERCY THAT IS COMING, AND THE CONSUMMATION OF HIS JUDGMENT, IS BY NO MEANS FAR OFF. 3 FOR LO! WE SEE NOW THE MULTITUDE OF THE PROSPERITY OF THE GENTILES, THOUGH THEY ACT IMPIOUSLY, BUT THEY SHALL BE LIKE A VAPOR: 4 AND WE BEHOLD THE MULTITUDE OF THEIR POWER, THOUGH THEY DO WICKEDLY, BUT THEY SHALL BE MADE LIKE UNTO A DROP: 5 AND WE SEE THE FIRMNESS OF THEIR MIGHT. THOUGH THEY RESIST THE MIGHTY ONE EVERY HOUR, BUT THEY SHALL BE ACCOUNTED AS SPITTLE. 6 AND WE CONSIDER THE GLORY OF THEIR GREATNESS, THOUGH THEY DO NOT KEEP THE STATUTES OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], BUT AS SMOKE SHALL THEY PASS AWAY. 7 AND WE MEDITATE ON THE BEAUTY OF THEIR GRACEFULNESS, THOUGH THEY HAVE TO DO WITH [SEXUAL] POLLUTIONS, BUT AS GRASS THAT WITHERS SHALL THEY FADE AWAY. 8 AND WE CONSIDER THE STRENGTH OF THEIR CRUELTY, THOUGH THEY REMEMBER NOT THE END (THEREOF), BUT AS A WAVE THAT PASSES SHALL THEY BE BROKEN. 9 AND WE REMARK THE BOASTFULNESS OF THEIR MIGHT, THOUGH THEY DENY THE BENEFICENCE OF GOD, WHO GAVE (IT) TO THEM, BUT THEY SHALL PASS AWAY AS A PASSING CLOUD. 
83 1 [FOR THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WILL ASSUREDLY HASTEN HIS TIMES, AND HE WILL ASSUREDLY BRING ON HIS HOURS. 2 AND HE WILL ASSUREDLY JUDGE THOSE WHO ARE IN HIS WORLD, AND WILL VISIT IN TRUTH ALL THINGS BY MEANS OF ALL THEIR HIDDEN WORKS. 3 AND HE WILL ASSUREDLY EXAMINE THE SECRET THOUGHTS, AND THAT WHICH IS LAID UP IN THE SECRET CHAMBERS OF ALL THE MEMBERS OF MAIL. AND WILL MAKE (THEM) MANIFEST IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL WITH REPROOF. 4 LET NONE THEREFORE OF THESE PRESENT THINGS ASCEND INTO YOUR HEARTS, BUT ABOVE ALL LET US BE EXPECTANT, BECAUSE THAT WHICH IS PROMISED TO US SHALL COME. 5 AND LET US NOT NOW LOOK UNTO THE DELIGHTS OF THE GENTILES IN THE PRESENT, BUT LET US REMEMBER WHAT HAS BEEN PROMISED TO US IN THE END. 6 FOR THE ENDS OF THE TIMES AND OF THE SEASONS AND WHATSOEVER IS WITH THEM SHALL ASSUREDLY PASS BY TOGETHER. 7 THE CONSUMMATION, MOREOVER, OF THE AGE SHALL THEN SHOW THE GREAT MIGHT OF ITS RULER, WHEN ALL THINGS COME TO JUDGMENT. 8 DO YOU THEREFORE PREPARE YOUR HEARTS FOR THAT WHICH BEFORE YOU BELIEVED, LEST YOU COME TO BE IN BONDAGE IN BOTH WORLDS, SO THAT YOU BE LED AWAY CAPTIVE HERE AND BE TORMENTED THERE. 9 FOR THAT WHICH EXISTS NOW OR WHICH HAS PASSED AWAY, OR WHICH IS TO COME, IN ALL THESE THINGS, NEITHER IS THE EVIL FULLY EVIL, NOR AGAIN THE GOOD FULLY GOOD. 10 FOR ALL HEALTHINESSES OF THIS TIME ARE TURNING INTO DISEASES, 11 AND ALL MIGHT OF THIS TIME IS TURNING INTO WEAKNESS, AND ALL THE [SEXUAL] FORCE OF THIS TIME IS TURNING INTO IMPOTENCE [NO SEXUAL ERECTION], 12 AND EVERY ENERGY OF YOUTH IS TURNING INTO OLD AGE AND CONSUMMATION. AND EVERY BEAUTY OF GRACEFULNESS OF THIS TIME IS TURNING FADED AND HATEFUL, 13 AND EVERY [SEXUAL] PROUD DOMINION OF THE PRESENT IS TURNING INTO HUMILIATION AND SHAME, 14 AND EVERY PRAISE OF THE GLORY OF THIS TIME IS TURNING INTO THE SHAME OF SILENCE, AND EVERY VAIN SPLENDOR AND [SEXUAL] INSOLENCE OF THIS TIME IS TURNING INTO VOICELESS RUIN. 15 AND EVERY DELIGHT AND JOY OF THIS TIME IS TURNING TO WORMS AND [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, 16 AND EVERY CLAMOR OF THE [SEXUAL] PRIDE OF THIS TIME IS TURNING INTO DUST AND STILLNESS. 17 AND EVERY [THIEVING] POSSESSION OF [MONEY] RICHES OF THIS TIME, IS BEING TURNED INTO SHEOL ALONE [MALACHI 3:8-12], 18 AND ALL THE RAPINE OF [SEXUAL] PASSION OF THIS TIME IS TURNING INTO INVOLUNTARY DEATH, AND EVERY [SEXUAL] PASSION OF THE [SEXUAL] LUSTS OF THIS TIME IS TURNING INTO A JUDGMENT OF TORMENT. 19 AND EVERY ARTIFICE AND CRAFTINESS OF THIS TIME IS TURNING INTO A PROOF OF THE TRUTH, 20 AND EVERY SWEETNESS OF UNGUENTS OF THIS TIME IS TURNING INTO JUDGMENT AND CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION], 21 AND EVERY [SEXUAL] LOVE OF LYING IS TURNING TO CONTUMELY THROUGH TRUTH. 22 [SINCE THEREFORE ALL THESE THINGS ARE DONE NOW, DOES ANYONE THINK THAT THEY WILL NOT BE AVENGED? BUT THE CONSUMMATION OF ALL THINGS WILL COME TO THE TRUTH.]
84 BEHOLD! I HAVE THEREFORE MADE KNOWN UNTO YOU (THESE THINGS) WHILST I LIVE: FOR I HAVE SAID (IT) THAT YOU SHOULD LEARN THE THINGS THAT ARE EXCELLENT; FOR THE MIGHTY ONE HATH COMMANDED ME TO INSTRUCT YOU: AND I WILL SET BEFORE YOU SOME OF THE COMMANDMENTS OF HIS JUDGMENT BEFORE I DIE. 2 REMEMBER THAT FORMERLY MOSES ASSUREDLY CALLED HEAVEN AND EARTH TO WITNESS AGAINST YOU AND SAID: 'IF YOU TRANSGRESS THE [SEXLESS] LAW YOU SHALL BE DISPERSED [ACTS 5:36-37], BUT IF YOU KEEP IT YOU SHALL BE KEPT.' 3 AND OTHER THINGS ALSO HE USED TO SAY UNTO YOU WHEN YOU THE TWELVE TRIBES WERE TOGETHER IN THE DESERT. 4 AND AFTER HIS DEATH YOU CAST THEM AWAY FROM YOU: ON THIS ACCOUNT THERE CAME UPON YOU WHAT HAD BEEN PREDICTED. 5 AND NOW MOSES USED TO TELL YOU BEFORE THEY BEFELL YOU, AND LO! THEY HAVE BEFALLEN YOU: FOR YOU HAVE FORSAKEN THE [SEXLESS] LAW. 6 LO! I ALSO SAY UNTO YOU AFTER YOU HAVE SUFFERED, THAT IF YOU OBEY THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN SAID UNTO YOU, YOU WILL RECEIVE FROM THE MIGHTY ONE WHATEVER HAS BEEN LAID UP AND RESERVED FOR YOU. 7 MOREOVER, LET THIS EPISTLE BE FOR A TESTIMONY BETWEEN ME AND YOU, THAT YOU MAY REMEMBER THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE MIGHTY ONE, AND THAT ALSO THERE MAY BE TO ME A [SEXLESS] DEFENSE IN THE PRESENCE OF HIM WHO SENT ME. 8 AND REMEMBER YOU THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND ZION, AND THE HOLY LAND AND YOUR BRETHREN, AND THE COVENANT OF YOUR FATHERS, AND FORGET NOT THE FESTIVALS AND THE SABBATHS. AND DELIVER THIS EPISTLE AND THE [GODLY] TRADITIONS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW TO YOUR SONS AFTER YOU, AS ALSO YOUR FATHERS DELIVERED (THEM) TO YOU. 10 AND AT ALL TIMES MAKE REQUEST PERSEVERINGLY AND PRAY DILIGENTLY WITH YOUR WHOLE HEART THAT THE MIGHTY ONE MAY BE RECONCILED TO YOU, AND THAT HE MAY NOT RECKON THE MULTITUDE OF YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS, BUT REMEMBER THE RECTITUDE OF YOUR FATHERS. 11 FOR IF HE JUDGE US NOT ACCORDING TO THE MULTITUDE OF HIS MERCIES, WOE UNTO ALL US WHO ARE BORN.
85 1 KNOW, MOREOVER, THAT IN FORMER TIMES AND IN THE GENERATIONS OF OLD OUR FATHERS HAD HELPERS, RIGHTEOUS MEN AND HOLY PROPHETS: 2 NO MORE, WE WERE IN OUR OWN LAND [AND THEY HELPED US WHEN WE [SEXUALLY] SINNED], … 
THE APOCALYPSE OF EZRA [4 EZRA]
THE 1ST APOCRYPHA VISION OF THE LORD’S JUSTICE & THE EVIL SEED IN ADAM
EZRA’S PRAYER OF COMPLAINT IN ACTS 6:1, 4
IN 2ND ESDRAS 3:1-11 DECLARES, “IN THE THIRTIETH YEAR AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CITY, I WAS IN BABYLON, I, SALATHIEL, WHO AM ALSO CALLED EZRA. I WAS TROUBLED AS I LAY ON MY BED, AND MY THOUGHTS WELLED UP IN MY HEART, BECAUSE I SAW THE DESOLATION OF ZION AND THE WEALTH OF THOSE WHO LIVED IN BABYLON. MY SPIRIT WAS GREATLY AGITATED, AND I BEGAN TO SPEAK ANXIOUS WORDS TO THE MOST-HIGH [THE HIGHEST TITLE OF THE LORD IS NAMED JEHOVAH], AND SAID, “O SOVEREIGN LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], DID YOU NOT SPEAK AT THE BEGINNING WHEN YOU PLANTED THE EARTH, AND THAT WITHOUT HELP, AND COMMANDED THE DUST AND IT GAVE YOU ADAM, A LIFELESS BODY? YET HE WAS THE CREATION OF YOUR HANDS, AND YOU BREATHED INTO HIM THE BREATH OF LIFE, AND HE WAS MADE ALIVE IN YOUR PRESENCE. AND YOU LED HIM INTO THE GARDEN THAT YOUR RIGHT HAND HAD PLANTED BEFORE THE EARTH APPEARED. AND YOU LAID UPON HIM ONE COMMANDMENT OF YOURS, BUT HE TRANSGRESSED IT, AND IMMEDIATELY YOU APPOINTED DEATH FOR HIM AND FOR HIS DESCENDANTS. FROM HIM THERE SPRANG NATIONS AND TRIBES, PEOPLES AND CLANS WITHOUT NUMBER. AND EVERY NATION WALKED AFTER ITS OWN WILL, THEY DID UNGODLY THINGS IN YOUR SIGHT AND REJECTED YOUR COMMANDS, AND YOU DID NOT HINDER THEM. BUT AGAIN, IN ITS TIME YOU BROUGHT THE FLOOD UPON THE INHABITANTS OF THE WORLD AND DESTROYED THEM. AND THE SAME FATE BEFELL ALL OF THEM: JUST AS DEATH CAME UPON ADAM, SO THE FLOOD UPON THEM. BUT YOU LEFT ONE OF THEM, NOAH WITH HIS HOUSEHOLD, AND ALL THE RIGHTEOUS [SEXLESS] WHO HAVE DESCENDED FROM HIM.” 
THE MORE SEXUAL GENERATIONS HAVE BECOME TOWARDS THE END IN ACTS 7:51-53
IN 2ND ESDRAS 3:12-27 DECLARES, “WHEN THOSE WHO LIVED ON EARTH BEGAN TO MULTIPLY, THEY PRODUCED CHILDREN AND PEOPLES AND MANY NATIONS, AND AGAIN THEY BEGAN TO BE MORE UNGODLY THAN WERE THEIR ANCESTORS. AND WHEN THEY WERE COMMITTING INIQUITY IN YOUR SIGHT, YOU, CHOSE FOR YOURSELF ONE OF THEM, WHOSE NAME WAS ABRAHAM, YOU, [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HIM, AND TO HIM ALONE YOU REVEALED THE END OF THE TIMES, [TOP] SECRETLY BY NIGHT. YOU MADE AN EVERLASTING COVENANT WITH HIM, AND PROMISED HIM THAT YOU WOULD NEVER FORSAKE HIS DESCENDANTS, AND YOU GAVE HIM ISAAC, AND TO ISAAC YOU GAVE JACOB AND ESAU. YOU SET APART JACOB FOR YOURSELF, BUT ESAU YOU REJECTED, AND JACOB BECAME A GREAT MULTITUDE. AND WHEN YOU LED HIS DESCENDANTS OUT OF EGYPT, YOU, BROUGHT THEM TO MOUNT SINAI. YOU BENT DOWN THE HEAVENS AND SHOOK THE EARTH, AND MOVED THE WORLD, AND CAUSED THE DEPTHS TO TREMBLE, AND TROUBLED THE TIMES. YOUR GLORY PASSED THROUGH THE FOUR GATES OF FIRE AND EARTHQUAKE AND WIND AND ICE, TO GIVE THE [SEXLESS] LAW TO THE DESCENDANTS OF JACOB, AND YOUR COMMANDMENT TO THE POSTERITY OF ISRAEL. “YET YOU DID NOT TAKE AWAY THEIR EVIL HEART FROM THEM, SO THAT YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW MIGHT PRODUCE FRUIT IN THEM. FOR THE 1ST ADAM, BURDENED WITH AN EVIL HEART, TRANSGRESSED AND WAS OVERCOME, AS WERE ALSO ALL WHO WERE DESCENDED FROM HIM. THUS, THE DISEASE BECAME PERMANENT, THE [SEXLESS] LAW WAS IN THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE ALONG WITH THE EVIL ROOT, BUT WHAT WAS GOOD DEPARTED, AND THE EVIL REMAINED. SO, THE TIMES PASSED AND THE YEARS WERE COMPLETED, AND YOU RAISED UP FOR YOURSELF A SERVANT, NAMED DAVID.  YOU COMMANDED HIM TO BUILD A CITY FOR YOUR NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND THERE TO OFFER YOU OBLATIONS FROM WHAT IS YOURS. THIS WAS DONE FOR MANY YEARS, BUT THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITY TRANSGRESSED, IN EVERYTHING DOING JUST AS ADAM AND ALL HIS DESCENDANTS HAD DONE, FOR THEY ALSO HAD THE EVIL HEART. SO, YOU, HANDED OVER YOUR CITY TO YOUR [SEXUAL] ENEMIES.”
BABYLON COMPARED WITH ZION IN ACTS 7:42-43 & 7:46-50
IN 2ND ESDRAS 3:28-36 DECLARES, “THEN I SAID IN MY HEART, ARE THE DEEDS OF THOSE WHO INHABIT BABYLON ANY BETTER? IS THAT WHY IT HAS GAINED DOMINION OVER ZION? FOR WHEN I CAME HERE, I SAW UNGODLY DEEDS WITHOUT NUMBER, AND MY SOUL HAS SEEN MANY [SEXUAL] SINNERS DURING THESE THIRTY YEARS. AND MY HEART FAILED ME, BECAUSE I HAVE SEEN HOW YOU ENDURE THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] SIN, AND HAVE SPARED THOSE WHO ACT [SEXUALLY] WICKEDLY, AND HAVE DESTROYED YOUR PEOPLE, AND PROTECTED YOUR [SEXUAL] ENEMIES, AND HAVE NOT SHOWN TO ANYONE HOW YOUR WAY MAY BE COMPREHENDED. ARE THE DEEDS OF BABYLON BETTER THAN THOSE OF ZION? OR HAS ANOTHER NATION KNOWN YOU BESIDES ISRAEL? OR WHAT TRIBES HAVE SO BELIEVED THE COVENANTS AS THESE TRIBES OF JACOB? YET THEIR REWARD HAS NOT APPEARED AND THEIR LABOR HAS BORNE NO FRUIT. FOR I HAVE TRAVELED WIDELY AMONG THE NATIONS AND HAVE SEEN THAT THEY ABOUND IN WEALTH, THOUGH THEY ARE UNMINDFUL OF YOUR COMMANDMENTS. NOW THEREFORE WEIGH IN A BALANCE OUR [SEXUAL] INIQUITIES AND THOSE OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE WORLD, AND IT WILL BE FOUND WHICH WAY THE TURN OF THE SCALE WILL INCLINE. WHEN HAVE THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH NOT [SEXUALLY] SINNED IN YOUR SIGHT? OR WHAT NATION HAS KEPT YOUR COMMANDMENTS SO WELL? YOU MAY INDEED FIND INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE KEPT YOUR COMMANDMENTS, BUT NATIONS YOU WILL NOT FIND.”
THE TRUE LIMITATION OF MAN’S MIND IN ACTS 6:5
IN 2ND ESDRAS 4:1-13 DECLARES, “THEN THE ANGEL THAT HAD BEEN SENT TO ME, WHOSE NAME WAS URIEL, ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME, “YOUR UNDERSTANDING HAS UTTERLY FAILED REGARDING THIS WORLD, AND DO YOU THINK YOU CAN COMPREHEND THE WAY OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]?” THEN I SAID, “YES, MY LORD.” AND HE REPLIED TO ME, “I HAVE BEEN SENT TO SHOW YOU THREE WAYS, AND TO PUT BEFORE YOU THREE PROBLEMS. IF YOU CAN SOLVE ONE OF THEM FOR ME, THEN I WILL SHOW YOU THE WAY YOU [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO SEE, AND WILL TEACH YOU WHY THE HEART IS EVIL.” I SAID, “SPEAK, MY LORD.” AND HE SAID TO ME, “GO, WEIGH FOR ME THE WEIGHT OF FIRE, OR MEASURE FOR ME A BLAST OF WIND, OR CALL BACK FOR ME THE DAY THAT IS PAST.” I ANSWERED AND SAID, “WHO OF THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN BORN CAN DO THAT, THAT YOU SHOULD ASK ME ABOUT SUCH THINGS?” AND HE SAID TO ME, “IF I HAD ASKED YOU, ‘HOW MANY DWELLINGS ARE IN THE HEART OF THE SEA, OR HOW MANY STREAMS ARE AT THE SOURCE OF THE DEEP, OR HOW MANY STREAMS ARE ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT, OR WHICH ARE THE EXITS OF HADES, OR WHICH ARE THE ENTRANCES OF PARADISE?’ PERHAPS YOU WOULD HAVE SAID TO ME, ‘I NEVER WENT DOWN INTO THE DEEP, NOR AS YET INTO HADES, NEITHER DID I EVER ASCEND INTO HEAVEN.’ BUT NOW I HAVE ASKED YOU ONLY ABOUT FIRE AND WIND AND THE DAY, THINGS THAT YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED AND FROM WHICH YOU CANNOT BE SEPARATED, AND YOU HAVE GIVEN ME NO ANSWER ABOUT THEM.” HE SAID TO ME, “YOU CANNOT UNDERSTAND THE THINGS WITH WHICH YOU HAVE GROWN UP, HOW THEN CAN YOUR MIND COMPREHEND THE WAY OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]? AND HOW CAN ONE WHO IS ALREADY WORN OUT BY THE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT WORLD UNDERSTAND [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION?” WHEN I HEARD THIS, I FELL ON MY FACE AND SAID TO HIM, “IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER FOR US NOT TO BE HERE THAN TO COME HERE AND LIVE IN UNGODLINESS, AND TO SUFFER AND NOT UNDERSTAND WHY.”
THE PARABLE OF THE FOREST & THE SEA IN ACTS 7:36
IN 2ND ESDRAS 4:14-21 DECLARES, “HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “I WENT INTO A FOREST OF TREES OF THE PLAIN, AND THEY MADE A PLAN AND SAID, ‘COME, LET US GO AND MAKE WAR AGAINST THE SEA, SO THAT IT MAY RECEDE BEFORE US AND SO THAT WE MAY MAKE FOR OURSELVES MORE FORESTS.’ IN LIKE MANNER THE WAVES OF THE SEA ALSO MADE A PLAN AND SAID, ‘COME, LET US GO UP AND SUBDUE THE FOREST OF THE PLAIN SO THAT THERE ALSO WE MAY GAIN MORE TERRITORY FOR OURSELVES.’ BUT THE PLAN OF THE FOREST WAS IN VAIN, FOR THE FIRE CAME AND CONSUMED IT, LIKEWISE ALSO THE PLAN OF THE WAVES OF THE SEA WAS IN VAIN, FOR THE SAND STOOD FIRM AND BLOCKED IT. IF NOW YOU WERE A JUDGE BETWEEN THEM, WHICH WOULD YOU UNDERTAKE TO JUSTIFY, AND WHICH TO CONDEMN [DAMN]?” I ANSWERED AND SAID, “EACH MADE A FOOLISH PLAN, FOR THE LAND HAS BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE FOREST, AND THE LOCALE OF THE SEA A PLACE TO CARRY ITS WAVES.” HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “YOU HAVE JUDGED RIGHTLY, BUT WHY HAVE YOU NOT JUDGED SO IN YOUR OWN CASE? FOR AS THE LAND HAS BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE FOREST AND THE SEA TO ITS WAVES, SO ALSO THOSE WHO INHABIT THE EARTH CAN UNDERSTAND ONLY WHAT IS ON THE EARTH, AND HE WHO IS ABOVE THE HEAVENS CAN UNDERSTAND WHAT IS ABOVE THE HEIGHT OF THE HEAVENS.”
THE NEW AGE WITH MAKE ALL THINGS CLEAR IN ACTS 7:55-56
IN 2ND ESDRAS 4:22-32 DECLARES, “THEN I ANSWERED AND SAID, “I IMPLORE YOU, MY LORD, WHY HAVE I BEEN ENDOWED WITH THE POWER OF UNDERSTANDING? FOR I DID NOT WISH TO INQUIRE ABOUT THE WAYS ABOVE, BUT ABOUT THOSE THINGS THAT WE DAILY EXPERIENCE: WHY ISRAEL HAS BEEN GIVEN OVER TO THE [UNBELIEVING] GENTILES IN DISGRACE, WHY THE PEOPLE WHOM YOU [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HAS BEEN GIVEN OVER TO GODLESS TRIBES [ATHEISTIC], AND THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF OUR ANCESTORS HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO DESTRUCTION AND THE WRITTEN COVENANTS NO LONGER EXIST. WE PASS FROM THE WORLD LIKE LOCUSTS, AND OUR LIFE IS LIKE A MIST, AND WE ARE NOT WORTHY TO OBTAIN MERCY. BUT WHAT WILL HE DO FOR HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT IS INVOKED OVER US? IT IS ABOUT THESE THINGS THAT I HAVE ASKED.” HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “IF YOU ARE ALIVE, YOU, WILL SEE, AND IF YOU LIVE LONG, YOU, WILL OFTEN MARVEL, BECAUSE THE AGE IS HURRYING SWIFTLY TO ITS END. IT WILL NOT BE ABLE TO BRING THE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN PROMISED TO THE RIGHTEOUS IN THEIR APPOINTED TIMES, BECAUSE THIS AGE [LUKE 20:34] IS FULL OF SADNESS AND INFIRMITIES. FOR THE EVIL ABOUT WHICH YOU ASK ME HAS BEEN SOWN, BUT THE HARVEST OF IT HAS NOT YET COME. IF THEREFORE THAT WHICH HAS BEEN SOWN IS NOT REAPED, AND IF THE PLACE WHERE THE EVIL HAS BEEN SOWN DOES NOT PASS AWAY, THE FIELD WHERE THE GOOD HAS BEEN SOWN WILL NOT COME. FOR A GRAIN OF EVIL SEED WAS SOWN IN ADAM’S HEART FROM THE BEGINNING, AND HOW MUCH UNGODLINESS IT HAS PRODUCED UNTIL NOW, AND WILL PRODUCE UNTIL THE TIME OF THRESHING COMES! CONSIDER NOW FOR YOURSELF HOW MUCH FRUIT OF UNGODLINESS A GRAIN OF EVIL SEED HAS PRODUCED. WHEN HEADS OF GRAIN WITHOUT NUMBER ARE SOWN, HOW GREAT A THRESHING FLOOR THEY WILL FILL!”
WHEN WILL THE NEW AGE COME IN ACTS 7:55-56?
IN 2ND ESDRAS 4:33-43 DECLARES, “THEN I ANSWERED AND SAID, “HOW LONG? WHEN WILL THESE THINGS BE? WHY ARE OUR YEARS FEW AND EVIL?” HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “DO NOT BE IN A GREATER HURRY THAN THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. YOU, INDEED, ARE IN A HURRY FOR YOURSELF, BUT THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS IN A HURRY ON BEHALF OF MANY. DID NOT THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS IN THEIR CHAMBERS ASK ABOUT THESE MATTERS, SAYING, ‘HOW LONG ARE WE TO REMAIN HERE? AND WHEN WILL THE HARVEST OF OUR REWARD COME?’ AND THE ARCHANGEL JEREMIEL ANSWERED AND SAID, ‘WHEN THE NUMBER OF THOSE LIKE YOURSELVES IS COMPLETED, FOR HE HAS WEIGHED THE AGE IN THE BALANCE, AND MEASURED THE TIMES BY MEASURE, AND NUMBERED THE TIMES BY NUMBER, AND HE WILL NOT MOVE OR AROUSE THEM UNTIL THAT MEASURE IS FULFILLED.’” THEN I ANSWERED AND SAID, “BUT, O SOVEREIGN LORD, ALL OF US ALSO ARE FULL OF UNGODLINESS. IT IS PERHAPS ON ACCOUNT OF US THAT THE TIME OF THRESHING IS DELAYED FOR THE RIGHTEOUS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF THOSE WHO INHABIT THE EARTH.” HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “GO AND ASK A PREGNANT WOMAN WHETHER, WHEN HER 9 MONTHS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED, HER, WOMB CAN KEEP THE FETUS WITHIN HER ANY LONGER.” AND I SAID, “NO, LORD, IT CANNOT.” HE SAID TO ME, “IN HADES THE CHAMBERS OF THE SOULS ARE LIKE THE WOMB. FOR JUST AS A WOMAN WHO IS IN LABOR MAKES HASTE TO ESCAPE THE PANGS OF BIRTH, SO ALSO DO THESE PLACES HASTEN TO GIVE BACK THOSE THINGS THAT WERE COMMITTED TO THEM FROM THE BEGINNING. THEN THE THINGS THAT YOU [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO SEE WILL BE DISCLOSED TO YOU.”
HOW MUCH TIME REMAINS 1,000 YEARS FROM JUNE, 2018 AD TO JUNE, 3018 AD IN ACTS 29:2 WITH AN ACTS 30?
IN 2ND ESDRAS 4:44-52 DECLARES, “I ANSWERED AND SAID, “IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOR IN YOUR SIGHT, AND IF IT IS POSSIBLE, AND IF I AM WORTHY, SHOW ME THIS ALSO: WHETHER MORE TIME IS TO COME THAN HAS PASSED, OR WHETHER FOR US THE GREATER PART HAS GONE BY. FOR I KNOW WHAT HAS GONE BY, BUT I DO NOT KNOW WHAT IS TO COME.” AND HE SAID TO ME, “STAND AT MY RIGHT SIDE, AND I WILL SHOW YOU THE INTERPRETATION OF A PARABLE.” SO, I STOOD AND LOOKED, AND LO, A FLAMING FURNACE PASSED BY BEFORE ME, AND WHEN THE FLAME HAD GONE BY, I LOOKED, AND LO, THE SMOKE REMAINED. AND AFTER THIS A CLOUD FULL OF WATER PASSED BEFORE ME AND POURED DOWN A HEAVY AND VIOLENT RAIN, AND WHEN THE VIOLENT RAINSTORM HAD PASSED, DROPS STILL REMAINED IN THE CLOUD. HE SAID TO ME, “CONSIDER IT FOR YOURSELF, FOR JUST AS THE RAIN IS MORE THAN THE DROPS, AND THE FIRE IS GREATER THAN THE SMOKE, SO THE QUANTITY THAT PASSED WAS FAR GREATER, BUT DROPS AND SMOKE REMAINED.” THEN I PRAYED AND SAID, “DO YOU THINK THAT I SHALL LIVE UNTIL THOSE DAYS? OR WHO WILL BE ALIVE IN THOSE DAYS?” HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “CONCERNING THE SIGNS ABOUT WHICH YOU ASK ME, I CAN TELL YOU IN PART, BUT I WAS NOT SENT TO TELL YOU CONCERNING YOUR LIFE, FOR I DO NOT KNOW.”
THE SIGNS OF THE END IN ACTS 6:8
IN 2ND ESDRAS 5:1-13 DECLARES, “NOW CONCERNING THE SIGNS: LO, THE DAYS ARE COMING WHEN THOSE WHO INHABIT THE EARTH SHALL BE SEIZED WITH GREAT TERROR, AND THE WAY OF TRUTH SHALL BE HIDDEN, AND THE LAND SHALL BE BARREN OF FAITH. UNRIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL BE INCREASED BEYOND WHAT YOU YOURSELF SEE, AND BEYOND WHAT YOU HEARD OF FORMERLY. AND THE LAND THAT YOU NOW SEE RULING, SHALL BE A TRACKLESS WASTE, AND PEOPLE SHALL SEE IT DESOLATE. BUT IF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] GRANTS THAT YOU LIVE, YOU, SHALL SEE IT THROWN INTO [SEXUAL] CONFUSION AFTER THE THIRD PERIOD, AND THE SUN SHALL SUDDENLY BEGIN TO SHINE AT NIGHT, AND THE MOON DURING THE DAY. BLOOD SHALL DRIP FROM WOOD, AND THE STONE SHALL UTTER ITS VOICE, THE PEOPLES SHALL BE [SEXUALLY] TROUBLED, AND THE STARS SHALL FALL. AND ONE SHALL REIGN WHOM THOSE WHO INHABIT THE EARTH DO NOT EXPECT, AND THE BIRDS SHALL FLY AWAY TOGETHER, AND THE DEAD SEA SHALL CAST UP FISH, AND ONE WHOM THE MANY DO NOT KNOW SHALL MAKE HIS VOICE HEARD BY NIGHT, AND ALL SHALL HEAR HIS VOICE. THERE SHALL BE CHAOS ALSO IN MANY PLACES, FIRE SHALL OFTEN BREAK OUT, THE WILD ANIMALS SHALL ROAM BEYOND THEIR HAUNTS, AND MENSTRUOUS WOMEN SHALL BRING FORTH MONSTERS. SALT WATERS SHALL BE FOUND IN THE SWEET, AND ALL FRIENDS SHALL CONQUER ONE ANOTHER, THEN SHALL REASON HIDE ITSELF, AND WISDOM SHALL WITHDRAW INTO ITS CHAMBER, AND IT SHALL BE SOUGHT BY MANY BUT SHALL NOT BE FOUND, AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AND UNRESTRAINT SHALL INCREASE ON EARTH. ONE COUNTRY SHALL ASK ITS NEIGHBOR, ‘HAS RIGHTEOUSNESS, OR ANYONE WHO DOES RIGHT, PASSED THROUGH YOU?’ AND IT WILL ANSWER, ‘NO.’ AT THAT TIME PEOPLE SHALL HOPE BUT NOT OBTAIN, THEY SHALL LABOR, BUT THEIR WAYS SHALL NOT PROSPER. THESE ARE THE SIGNS THAT I AM PERMITTED TO TELL YOU, AND IF YOU PRAY AGAIN, AND WEEP AS YOU DO NOW, AND FAST FOR SEVEN DAYS, YOU, SHALL HEAR YET GREATER THINGS THAN THESE.”
THE CONCLUSION OF THE 1ST VISION IN ACTS 6:8
IN 2ND ESDRAS 5:14-20 DECLARES, “THEN I WOKE UP, AND MY BODY SHUDDERED VIOLENTLY, AND MY SOUL WAS SO TROUBLED THAT IT FAINTED. BUT THE ANGEL WHO HAD COME AND TALKED WITH ME HELD ME AND STRENGTHENED ME AND SET ME ON MY FEET. NOW ON THE 2ND NIGHT PHALTIEL, A CHIEF OF THE PEOPLE, CAME TO ME AND SAID, “WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN? AND WHY IS YOUR FACE SAD? OR DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT ISRAEL HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED TO YOU IN THE LAND OF THEIR EXILE? RISE THEREFORE AND EAT SOME BREAD, AND DO NOT FORSAKE US, LIKE A SHEPHERD WHO LEAVES THE FLOCK IN THE POWER OF SAVAGE WOLVES.” THEN I SAID TO HIM, “GO AWAY FROM ME AND DO NOT COME NEAR ME FOR SEVEN DAYS, THEN YOU MAY COME TO ME.” HE HEARD WHAT I SAID AND LEFT ME. SO, I FASTED SEVEN DAYS, MOURNING AND WEEPING, AS THE ANGEL URIEL HAD COMMANDED ME.”
THE 2ND APOCRYPHA VISION OF THE LORD’S CHOICE OF ISRAEL WITH ITS SUFFERING
EZRA’S 2ND PRAYER OF COMPLAINT IN ACTS 6:1
IN 2ND ESDRAS 5:21-30 DECLARES, “AFTER SEVEN DAYS THE THOUGHTS OF MY HEART WERE VERY GRIEVOUS TO ME AGAIN. THEN MY SOUL RECOVERED THE SPIRIT OF UNDERSTANDING, AND I BEGAN ONCE MORE TO SPEAK WORDS IN THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. I SAID, “O SOVEREIGN LORD, FROM EVERY FOREST OF THE EARTH AND FROM ALL ITS TREES YOU HAVE CHOSEN ONE VINE, AND FROM ALL THE LANDS OF THE WORLD, YOU HAVE CHOSEN FOR YOURSELF ONE REGION, AND FROM ALL THE FLOWERS OF THE WORLD, YOU HAVE CHOSEN FOR YOURSELF ONE LILY, AND FROM ALL THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA YOU HAVE FILLED FOR YOURSELF ONE RIVER, AND FROM ALL THE CITIES THAT HAVE BEEN BUILT YOU HAVE CONSECRATED ZION FOR YOURSELF, AND FROM ALL THE BIRDS THAT HAVE BEEN CREATED YOU HAVE NAMED FOR YOURSELF ONE DOVE, AND FROM ALL THE FLOCKS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE YOU HAVE PROVIDED FOR YOURSELF ONE SHEEP, AND FROM ALL THE MULTITUDE OF PEOPLES, YOU HAVE GOTTEN FOR YOURSELF ONE PEOPLE, AND TO THIS PEOPLE, WHOM YOU HAVE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED, YOU HAVE GIVEN THE [SEXLESS] LAW THAT IS APPROVED BY ALL. AND NOW, O LORD, WHY HAVE YOU HANDED THE ONE OVER TO THE MANY, AND DISHONORED THE ONE ROOT BEYOND THE OTHERS, AND SCATTERED YOUR ONLY ONE AMONG THE MANY? AND THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] OPPOSED YOUR PROMISES HAVE TRAMPLED ON THOSE WHO BELIEVED YOUR COVENANTS. IF YOU REALLY HATE YOUR PEOPLE, THEY SHOULD BE [SEXLESSLY] PUNISHED AT YOUR OWN HANDS.”
THE SEXLESS RESPONSE TO EZRA’S COMPLAINT IN ACTS 6:1
IN 2ND ESDRAS 5:31-40 DECLARES, “WHEN I HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, THE ANGEL WHO HAD COME TO ME ON A PREVIOUS NIGHT WAS SENT TO ME. HE SAID TO ME, “LISTEN TO ME, AND I WILL INSTRUCT YOU; PAY ATTENTION TO ME, AND I WILL TELL YOU MORE.” THEN I SAID, “SPEAK, MY LORD.” AND HE SAID TO ME, “ARE YOU GREATLY DISTURBED IN MIND OVER ISRAEL? OR DO YOU [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM MORE THAN HIS [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] DOES?” I SAID, “NO, MY LORD, BUT BECAUSE OF MY GRIEF I HAVE SPOKEN, FOR EVERY HOUR I SUFFER AGONIES OF HEART, WHILE I STRIVE TO UNDERSTAND THE WAY OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] AND TO SEARCH OUT SOME PART OF HIS JUDGMENT.” HE SAID TO ME, “YOU CANNOT.” AND I SAID, “WHY NOT, MY LORD? WHY THEN WAS I BORN? OR WHY DID NOT MY MOTHER’S WOMB BECOME MY GRAVE, SO THAT I WOULD NOT SEE THE TRAVAIL OF JACOB AND THE EXHAUSTION OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL?” HE SAID TO ME, “COUNT UP FOR ME THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET COME, AND GATHER FOR ME THE SCATTERED RAINDROPS, AND MAKE THE WITHERED FLOWERS BLOOM AGAIN FOR ME, OPEN FOR ME THE CLOSED CHAMBERS, AND BRING OUT FOR ME THE WINDS SHUT UP IN THEM, OR SHOW ME THE PICTURE OF A VOICE, AND THEN I WILL EXPLAIN TO YOU THE TRAVAIL THAT YOU ASK TO UNDERSTAND.” I SAID, “O SOVEREIGN LORD, WHO IS ABLE TO KNOW THESE THINGS EXCEPT HIM WHOSE [ETERNAL] DWELLING IS NOT WITH MORTALS? AS FOR ME, I AM WITHOUT WISDOM, AND HOW CAN I SPEAK CONCERNING THE THINGS THAT YOU HAVE ASKED ME?” HE SAID TO ME, “JUST AS YOU CANNOT DO ONE OF THE THINGS THAT WERE MENTIONED, SO YOU CANNOT DISCOVER MY JUDGMENT, OR THE GOAL OF THE [SEXLESS] LOVE THAT I HAVE PROMISED TO MY PEOPLE.”
WHY SUCCESSIVE GENERATIONS HAVE BEEN CREATED IN ACTS 1:4-7?
IN 2ND ESDRAS 5:41-49 DECLARES, “I SAID, “YET, O LORD, YOU, HAVE CHARGE OF THOSE WHO ARE ALIVE AT THE END, BUT WHAT WILL THOSE DO WHO LIVED BEFORE ME, OR WE, OURSELVES, OR THOSE WHO COME AFTER US?” HE SAID TO ME, “I SHALL LIKEN MY JUDGMENT TO A CIRCLE, JUST AS FOR THOSE WHO ARE LAST THERE IS NO SLOWNESS, SO FOR THOSE WHO ARE FIRST THERE IS NO HASTE.” THEN I ANSWERED AND SAID, “COULD YOU NOT HAVE CREATED AT ONE TIME THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN AND THOSE WHO ARE AND THOSE WHO WILL BE, SO THAT YOU MIGHT SHOW YOUR JUDGMENT THE SOONER?” HE REPLIED TO ME AND SAID, “THE [TRUE] CREATION [THE ENTIRE UNIVERSES] CANNOT MOVE FASTER THAN THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], NOR CAN THE WORLD HOLD AT ONE TIME THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CREATED IN IT.” I SAID, “HOW HAVE YOU SAID TO YOUR SERVANT THAT YOU WILL CERTAINLY GIVE LIFE AT ONE TIME TO YOUR CREATION? IF THEREFORE ALL CREATURES WILL LIVE AT ONE TIME AND THE CREATION WILL SUSTAIN THEM, IT MIGHT EVEN NOW BE ABLE TO SUPPORT ALL OF THEM PRESENT AT ONE TIME.” HE SAID TO ME, “ASK A WOMAN’S WOMB, AND SAY TO IT, ‘IF YOU BEAR TEN CHILDREN, WHY ONE AFTER ANOTHER?’ REQUEST IT THEREFORE TO PRODUCE TEN AT ONE TIME.” I SAID, “OF COURSE IT CANNOT, BUT ONLY EACH IN ITS OWN TIME.” HE SAID TO ME, “EVEN SO I HAVE GIVEN THE WOMB OF THE EARTH TO THOSE WHO FROM TIME TO TIME ARE SOWN IN IT. FOR AS AN INFANT DOES NOT BRING FORTH, AND A WOMAN WHO HAS BECOME OLD, DOES NOT BRING FORTH ANY LONGER, SO I HAVE MADE THE SAME RULE FOR THE WORLD THAT I CREATED.”
WHEN AND HOW WILL THE END COME IN ACTS 29:2 WITH AN ACTS 30?
IN 2ND ESDRAS 5:50-6:10 DECLARES, “THEN I INQUIRED AND SAID, “SINCE YOU HAVE NOW GIVEN ME THE OPPORTUNITY, LET ME SPEAK BEFORE YOU. IS OUR MOTHER, OF WHOM YOU HAVE TOLD ME, STILL YOUNG? OR IS SHE NOW APPROACHING OLD AGE?” HE REPLIED TO ME, “ASK A WOMAN WHO BEARS CHILDREN, AND SHE WILL TELL YOU. SAY TO HER, ‘WHY ARE THOSE WHOM YOU HAVE BORNE RECENTLY NOT LIKE THOSE WHOM YOU BORE BEFORE, BUT SMALLER IN STATURE?’ AND SHE HERSELF WILL ANSWER YOU, ‘THOSE BORN IN THE STRENGTH OF YOUTH ARE DIFFERENT FROM THOSE BORN DURING THE TIME OF OLD AGE, WHEN THE WOMB IS FAILING.’ THEREFORE, YOU, ALSO SHOULD CONSIDER THAT YOU AND YOUR CONTEMPORARIES ARE SMALLER IN STATURE THAN THOSE WHO WERE BEFORE YOU, AND THOSE WHO COME AFTER YOU WILL BE SMALLER THAN YOU, AS BORN OF A CREATION THAT ALREADY IS AGING AND PASSING THE STRENGTH OF YOUTH.” I SAID, “I IMPLORE YOU, O LORD, IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOR IN YOUR SIGHT, SHOW YOUR SERVANT THROUGH WHOM YOU WILL VISIT YOUR CREATION.” HE SAID TO ME, “AT THE BEGINNING [0TH LEVEL] OF THE CIRCLE OF THE EARTH, BEFORE THE [20 TIME] PORTALS OF THE WORLD [FOR THE VICTORIOUS WHITE RACE IS THE INITIAL 1ST HIGHER THAN MOST HIGHEST HOUSE LEVEL THAT GOES 1 MILE GO TWAIN IS 10TH HIGHER LEVELS ARE FROM LUKE 23:1-ACTS 7:60 [ACTS 8:0] THAT REACHES UP TO ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 30 [ACTS 1 IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST] BY 2 POSITION MAKING PEACE INTO 1 & ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 8:4-40 IS FOR THE VICTORIOUS BLACK RACE IN THE 1ST FORMER SEXLESS/SEXUAL UNIVERSE, THEN ONCE THAT IS ACHIEVED, FOR THE VICTORIOUS WHITE RACE IS THE INITIAL HIGHER 1ST TOP HOUSE LEVEL THAT GOES 1 MILE GO TWAIN IS 10TH TOP HIGHER LEVELS ARE FROM ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 29:2-ACTS 7:60 [ACTS 8:0] THAT REACHES UP TO ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 30 [TOP-SECRET USA ENGLISH REALM] BY 2 POSITION MAKING PEACE INTO 1 & ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 8:4-40 IS FOR THE VICTORIOUS BLACK RACE IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE] WERE IN PLACE, AND BEFORE THE ASSEMBLED WINDS BLEW, AND BEFORE THE RUMBLINGS OF THUNDER SOUNDED, AND BEFORE THE FLASHES OF LIGHTNING SHONE, AND BEFORE THE FOUNDATIONS OF PARADISE WERE LAID, AND BEFORE THE BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS WERE SEEN, AND BEFORE THE POWERS OF MOVEMENTS WERE ESTABLISHED, AND BEFORE THE INNUMERABLE HOSTS OF ANGELS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND BEFORE THE HEIGHTS OF THE AIR WERE LIFTED UP, AND BEFORE THE MEASURES OF THE FIRMAMENTS WERE NAMED, AND BEFORE THE FOOTSTOOL [1ST LEVEL] OF [MOUNT] ZION WAS ETERNALLY] ESTABLISHED, AND BEFORE THE PRESENT YEARS WERE RECKONED AND BEFORE THE IMAGINATIONS OF THOSE WHO NOW [SEXUALLY] SIN WERE ESTRANGED, AND BEFORE THOSE WHO STORED UP TREASURES OF FAITH WERE SEALED, THEN I PLANNED THESE THINGS, AND THEY WERE MADE THROUGH ME ALONE AND NOT THROUGH ANOTHER, JUST AS THE END SHALL COME THROUGH ME ALONE AND NOT THROUGH ANOTHER.”
THE DIVIDING OF THE TIMES 40 YEARS, 80 YEARS & 120 YEARS IN ACTS 7:23, 30, 36
IN 2ND ESDRAS 6:7-10 DECLARES, “I ANSWERED AND SAID, “WHAT WILL BE THE DIVIDING OF THE TIMES? OR WHEN WILL BE THE END OF THE FIRST AGE AND THE BEGINNING OF THE AGE THAT FOLLOWS?” HE SAID TO ME, “FROM ABRAHAM TO ISAAC, BECAUSE FROM HIM WERE BORN JACOB AND ESAU, FOR JACOB’S HAND, HELD ESAU’S HEEL FROM THE BEGINNING. NOW ESAU IS THE END OF THIS AGE, AND JACOB IS THE BEGINNING OF THE AGE THAT FOLLOWS. THE BEGINNING OF A PERSON IS THE HAND, AND THE END OF A PERSON IS THE HEEL, SEEK FOR NOTHING ELSE, EZRA, BETWEEN THE HEEL AND THE HAND, EZRA!”
MORE SIGNS OF THE END IN ACTS 6:8
IN 2ND ESDRAS 6:11-28 DECLARES, “I ANSWERED AND SAID, “O SOVEREIGN LORD, IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOR IN YOUR SIGHT, SHOW YOUR SERVANT THE LAST OF YOUR SIGNS OF WHICH YOU SHOWED ME A PART ON A PREVIOUS NIGHT.” HE ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME, “RISE TO YOUR FEET AND YOU WILL HEAR A FULL, RESOUNDING VOICE. AND IF THE PLACE WHERE YOU ARE STANDING IS GREATLY SHAKEN WHILE THE VOICE IS SPEAKING, DO NOT BE TERRIFIED, BECAUSE THE WORD CONCERNS THE END, AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH WILL UNDERSTAND THAT THE SPEECH CONCERNS THEM. THEY WILL TREMBLE AND BE SHAKEN, FOR THEY KNOW THAT THEIR END MUST BE CHANGED.” WHEN I HEARD THIS, I GOT TO MY FEET AND LISTENED, A VOICE WAS SPEAKING, AND ITS SOUND WAS LIKE THE SOUND OF MIGHTY WATERS. IT SAID, “THE DAYS ARE COMING WHEN I DRAW NEAR TO VISIT THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH, AND WHEN I REQUIRE FROM THE [SEXUAL] DOERS OF INIQUITY THE [SEXLESS] PENALTY OF THEIR INIQUITY, AND WHEN THE HUMILIATION OF ZION IS COMPLETE. WHEN THE SEAL IS PLACED UPON THE AGE THAT IS ABOUT TO PASS AWAY, THEN I WILL SHOW THESE SIGNS: THE BOOKS SHALL BE OPENED BEFORE THE FACE OF THE FIRMAMENT, AND ALL SHALL SEE MY JUDGMENT TOGETHER. CHILDREN A YEAR OLD SHALL SPEAK WITH THEIR VOICES, AND PREGNANT WOMEN SHALL GIVE BIRTH TO PREMATURE CHILDREN AT THREE AND FOUR MONTHS, AND THESE SHALL LIVE AND LEAP ABOUT. SOWN PLACES SHALL SUDDENLY APPEAR UNSOWN, AND FULL STOREHOUSES SHALL SUDDENLY BE FOUND TO BE EMPTY, THE TRUMPET SHALL SOUND ALOUD, AND WHEN ALL HEAR IT, THEY SHALL SUDDENLY BE TERRIFIED. AT THAT TIME FRIENDS SHALL MAKE WAR ON FRIENDS LIKE [SEXUAL] ENEMIES, THE EARTH AND THOSE WHO INHABIT IT SHALL BE TERRIFIED, AND THE SPRINGS OF THE FOUNTAINS SHALL STAND STILL, SO THAT FOR THREE HOURS THEY SHALL NOT FLOW. “IT SHALL BE THAT WHOEVER REMAINS AFTER ALL THAT I HAVE FORETOLD TO YOU SHALL BE SAVED AND SHALL SEE MY SALVATION AND THE END OF MY WORLD. AND THEY SHALL SEE THOSE WHO WERE TAKEN UP, WHO FROM THEIR BIRTH HAVE NOT TASTED DEATH, AND THE HEART OF THE EARTH’S INHABITANTS SHALL BE CHANGED AND CONVERTED TO A DIFFERENT SPIRIT. FOR [SEXUAL] EVIL SHALL BE BLOTTED OUT, AND DECEIT SHALL BE QUENCHED, FAITHFULNESS SHALL FLOURISH, AND [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION SHALL BE OVERCOME, AND THE TRUTH, WHICH HAS BEEN SO LONG WITHOUT FRUIT, SHALL BE REVEALED.”
THE CONCLUSION OF THE 2ND VISION IN ACTS 6:8
IN 2ND ESDRAS 6:29-34 DECLARES, “WHILE HE SPOKE TO ME, LITTLE BY LITTLE THE PLACE WHERE I WAS STANDING BEGAN TO ROCK TO AND FRO. AND HE SAID TO ME, “I HAVE COME TO SHOW YOU THESE THINGS THIS NIGHT. IF THEREFORE YOU WILL PRAY AGAIN AND FAST AGAIN FOR SEVEN DAYS, I WILL AGAIN DECLARE TO YOU, GREATER THINGS THAN THESE, BECAUSE YOUR VOICE HAS SURELY BEEN HEARD BY THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], FOR THE MIGHTY ONE HAS SEEN YOUR UPRIGHTNESS AND HAS ALSO OBSERVED THE PURITY THAT YOU HAVE MAINTAINED FROM YOUR YOUTH. THEREFORE, HE SENT ME TO SHOW YOU ALL THESE THINGS, AND TO SAY TO YOU: ‘BELIEVE AND DO NOT BE AFRAID! DO NOT BE QUICK TO THINK VAIN THOUGHTS CONCERNING THE FORMER TIMES, THEN YOU WILL NOT ACT HASTILY IN THE LAST TIMES.’”
THE 3RD APOCRYPHA VISION OF THE UNIVERSAL CREATION, THE MESSIANIC AGE & THE JUDGMENT
THE 3RD VISION IN ACTS 6:8
IN 2ND ESDRAS 6:35-37 DECLARES, “NOW AFTER THIS I WEPT AGAIN AND FASTED SEVEN DAYS IN THE SAME WAY AS BEFORE, IN ORDER TO COMPLETE THE THREE WEEKS THAT HAD BEEN PRESCRIBED FOR ME. THEN ON THE 8TH NIGHT MY HEART WAS TROUBLED WITHIN ME AGAIN, AND I BEGAN TO SPEAK IN THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. MY SPIRIT WAS GREATLY AROUSED, AND MY SOUL WAS IN DISTRESS.”
THE LORD’S WORK IN CREATION IN ACTS 1:4-7
IN 2ND ESDRAS 6:38-54 DECLARES, “I SAID, “O LORD, YOU, SPOKE AT THE BEGINNING OF CREATION, AND SAID ON THE FIRST DAY, ‘LET HEAVEN AND EARTH BE MADE,’ AND YOUR WORD ACCOMPLISHED THE WORK. THEN THE SPIRIT WAS BLOWING, AND DARKNESS AND SILENCE EMBRACED EVERYTHING, THE SOUND OF HUMAN VOICES WAS NOT YET THERE. THEN YOU COMMANDED A RAY OF LIGHT TO BE BROUGHT OUT FROM YOUR STORE-CHAMBERS, SO THAT YOUR [SEXLESS] WORKS COULD BE SEEN. AGAIN, ON THE SECOND DAY, YOU, CREATED THE SPIRIT OF THE FIRMAMENT, AND COMMANDED IT TO DIVIDE AND SEPARATE THE WATERS, SO THAT ONE PART MIGHT MOVE UPWARD AND THE OTHER PART REMAIN BENEATH. “ON THE THIRD DAY, YOU, COMMANDED THE WATERS TO BE GATHERED TOGETHER IN A 7TH PART OF THE EARTH, SIX PARTS YOU DRIED UP AND KEPT SO THAT SOME OF THEM MIGHT BE PLANTED AND CULTIVATED AND BE OF SERVICE BEFORE YOU. FOR YOUR WORD WENT FORTH, AND AT ONCE THE WORK WAS DONE. IMMEDIATELY FRUIT CAME FORTH IN ENDLESS ABUNDANCE AND OF VARIED APPEAL TO THE TASTE, AND FLOWERS OF INIMITABLE COLOR, AND ODORS OF INEXPRESSIBLE FRAGRANCE. THESE WERE MADE ON THE THIRD DAY. “ON THE FOURTH DAY, YOU, COMMANDED THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE SUN, THE LIGHT OF THE MOON, AND THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE STARS TO COME INTO BEING, AND YOU COMMANDED THEM TO SERVE HUMANKIND, ABOUT TO BE FORMED. “ON THE FIFTH DAY, YOU, COMMANDED THE 7TH PART, WHERE THE WATER HAD BEEN GATHERED TOGETHER, TO BRING FORTH LIVING CREATURES, BIRDS, AND FISHES; AND SO, IT WAS DONE. THE DUMB AND LIFELESS WATER PRODUCED LIVING CREATURES, AS IT WAS COMMANDED, SO THAT THEREFORE THE NATIONS MIGHT DECLARE YOUR WONDROUS WORKS. “THEN YOU KEPT IN EXISTENCE TWO LIVING CREATURES THE ONE, YOU, CALLED BEHEMOTH, AND THE NAME OF THE OTHER LEVIATHAN. AND YOU SEPARATED ONE FROM THE OTHER, FOR THE 7TH PART WHERE THE WATER HAD BEEN GATHERED TOGETHER COULD NOT HOLD THEM BOTH. AND YOU GAVE BEHEMOTH ONE OF THE PARTS THAT HAD BEEN DRIED UP ON THE THIRD DAY, TO LIVE IN IT, WHERE THERE ARE A THOUSAND MOUNTAINS, BUT TO LEVIATHAN YOU GAVE THE 7TH PART, THE WATERY PART, AND YOU HAVE KEPT THEM TO BE EATEN BY WHOM YOU WISH, AND WHEN YOU WISH. “ON THE SIXTH DAY YOU COMMANDED THE EARTH TO BRING FORTH BEFORE YOU CATTLE, WILD ANIMALS, AND CREEPING THINGS, AND OVER THESE YOU PLACED ADAM, AS RULER OVER ALL THE [SEXLESS] WORKS THAT YOU HAD MADE, AND FROM HIM WE HAVE ALL COME, THE PEOPLE WHOM YOU HAVE CHOSEN.”
WHY DO THE LORD’S PEOPLE SUFFER IN ACTS 7:51-53? 
IN 2ND ESDRAS 6:55-59 DECLARES, “ALL THIS I HAVE SPOKEN BEFORE YOU, O LORD, BECAUSE YOU HAVE SAID THAT IT WAS FOR US THAT YOU CREATED THIS WORLD. AS FOR THE OTHER NATIONS THAT HAVE DESCENDED FROM ADAM, YOU, HAVE SAID THAT THEY ARE NOTHING, AND THAT THEY ARE LIKE SPITTLE, AND YOU HAVE COMPARED THEIR ABUNDANCE TO A DROP FROM A BUCKET. AND NOW, O LORD, THESE NATIONS, WHICH ARE REPUTED TO BE AS NOTHING, DOMINEER OVER US AND DEVOUR US. BUT WE, YOUR PEOPLE, WHOM YOU HAVE CALLED YOUR FIRSTBORN, ONLY BEGOTTEN, ZEALOUS FOR YOU, AND MOST DEAR, HAVE BEEN GIVEN INTO THEIR HANDS. IF THE WORLD HAS INDEED BEEN CREATED FOR US, WHY DO WE NOT POSSESS OUR WORLD AS AN [SEXLESS] INHERITANCE? HOW LONG WILL THIS BE SO?”
THE SEXLESS RESPONSE TO EZRA’S QUESTIONS IN ACTS 6:9
IN 2ND ESDRAS 7:1-16 DECLARES, “WHEN I HAD FINISHED SPEAKING THESE WORDS, THE ANGEL WHO HAD BEEN SENT TO ME ON THE FORMER NIGHTS WAS SENT TO ME AGAIN. HE SAID TO ME, “RISE, EZRA, AND LISTEN TO THE WORDS THAT I HAVE COME TO SPEAK TO YOU.” I SAID, “SPEAK, MY LORD.” AND HE SAID TO ME, “THERE IS A SEA SET IN A WIDE EXPANSE SO THAT IT IS DEEP AND VAST, BUT IT HAS AN ENTRANCE SET IN A NARROW PLACE, SO THAT IT IS LIKE A RIVER. IF THERE ARE THOSE WHO WISH TO REACH THE SEA, TO LOOK AT IT OR TO NAVIGATE IT, HOW CAN THEY COME TO THE BROAD PART UNLESS THEY PASS THROUGH THE NARROW PART? ANOTHER EXAMPLE: THERE IS A CITY BUILT AND SET ON A PLAIN, AND IT IS FULL OF ALL GOOD THINGS, BUT THE ENTRANCE TO IT IS NARROW AND SET IN A PRECIPITOUS PLACE, SO THAT THERE IS FIRE ON THE RIGHT HAND AND DEEP WATER ON THE LEFT. THERE IS ONLY ONE PATH LYING BETWEEN THEM, THAT IS, BETWEEN THE FIRE AND THE WATER, SO THAT ONLY ONE PERSON CAN WALK ON THE PATH. IF NOW THE CITY IS GIVEN TO SOMEONE AS AN INHERITANCE, HOW WILL THE HEIR RECEIVE THE INHERITANCE UNLESS BY PASSING THROUGH THE APPOINTED DANGER?” I SAID, “THAT IS RIGHT, LORD.” HE SAID TO ME, “SO ALSO IS ISRAEL’S PORTION. FOR I MADE THE WORLD FOR THEIR SAKE, AND WHEN ADAM [SEXUALLY] TRANSGRESSED MY STATUTES, WHAT HAD BEEN MADE WAS JUDGED. AND SO, THE ENTRANCES OF THIS WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] WERE MADE NARROW AND SORROWFUL AND TOILSOME, THEY ARE FEW AND EVIL, FULL OF [SEXUAL] DANGERS AND INVOLVED IN GREAT HARDSHIPS. BUT THE ENTRANCES OF THE GREATER WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE] ARE BROAD AND SAFE, AND YIELD THE FRUIT OF IMMORTALITY. THEREFORE, UNLESS THE LIVING, PASS THROUGH THE DIFFICULT AND FUTILE EXPERIENCES, THEY CAN NEVER RECEIVE THOSE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN RESERVED FOR THEM. NOW THEREFORE WHY ARE YOU DISTURBED, SEEING THAT YOU ARE TO PERISH? WHY ARE YOU MOVED, SEEING THAT YOU ARE MORTAL? WHY HAVE YOU NOT CONSIDERED IN YOUR MIND WHAT IS TO COME, RATHER THAN WHAT IS NOW PRESENT?”
THE TERRIBLE DAMNABLE FATE & DOOM OF THE SEXUAL IN ACTS 7:60
IN 2ND ESDRAS 7:17-25 DECLARES, “THEN I ANSWERED AND SAID, “O SOVEREIGN LORD, YOU, HAVE ORDAINED IN YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW THAT THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL INHERIT THESE THINGS, BUT THAT THE UNGODLY [SEXUAL] SHALL PERISH. THE RIGHTEOUS, THEREFORE, CAN ENDURE DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES WHILE HOPING FOR EASIER ONES, BUT THOSE WHO HAVE DONE [SEXUALLY] WICKEDLY HAVE SUFFERED THE DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES AND WILL NEVER SEE THE EASIER ONES.” HE SAID TO ME, “YOU ARE NOT A BETTER JUDGE THAN THE LORD, OR WISER THAN THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]! LET MANY PERISH WHO ARE NOW LIVING, RATHER THAN THAT THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD THAT IS SET BEFORE THEM BE DISREGARDED! FOR THE LORD STRICTLY COMMANDED THOSE WHO CAME INTO THE WORLD, WHEN THEY CAME, WHAT THEY SHOULD DO TO LIVE, AND WHAT THEY SHOULD [TRULY] OBSERVE TO AVOID PUNISHMENT. NEVERTHELESS, THEY WERE NOT [SEXLESSLY] OBEDIENT, AND SPOKE AGAINST HIM, THEY DEVISED FOR THEMSELVES VAIN THOUGHTS, AND PROPOSED TO THEMSELVES [SEXUAL] WICKED FRAUDS, THEY EVEN DECLARED THAT THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] DOES NOT EXIST, AND THEY IGNORED HIS [SEXLESS] WAYS. THEY SCORNED HIS [SEXLESS] LAW, AND DENIED HIS [SEXLESS] COVENANTS, THEY HAVE BEEN UNFAITHFUL TO HIS [SEXLESS] STATUTES, AND HAVE NOT PERFORMED HIS [SEXLESS] WORKS. THAT IS THE REASON, EZRA, THAT EMPTY THINGS ARE FOR THE EMPTY, AND FULL THINGS ARE FOR THE FULL.”
THE TEMPORAL MESSIANIC KINGDOM FOR 1,200 YEARS [12 HOURS], 10% IS 12,000 YEARS [4 MONTHS DAYS] & 100% IS 120,000 YEARS [3.3 YEARS] IN ACTS 7:7 
IN 2ND ESDRAS 7:26-44 DECLARES, “FOR INDEED THE TIME WILL COME, WHEN THE SIGNS THAT I HAVE FORETOLD TO YOU WILL COME TO PASS, THAT THE CITY THAT NOW IS NOT SEEN SHALL APPEAR, AND THE LAND THAT NOW IS HIDDEN SHALL BE DISCLOSED. EVERYONE WHO HAS BEEN DELIVERED FROM THE EVILS THAT I HAVE FORETOLD SHALL SEE MY WONDERS. FOR MY SON THE MESSIAH SHALL BE REVEALED WITH THOSE WHO ARE WITH HIM, AND THOSE WHO REMAIN SHALL REJOICE 400 YEARS. AFTER THOSE YEARS MY SON THE MESSIAH SHALL DIE, AND ALL WHO DRAW HUMAN BREATH. THEN THE WORLD SHALL BE TURNED BACK TO PRIMEVAL SILENCE FOR SEVEN DAYS, AS IT WAS AT THE FIRST BEGINNINGS, SO THAT NO ONE SHALL BE LEFT. AFTER SEVEN DAYS THE WORLD THAT IS NOT YET AWAKE SHALL BE ROUSED, AND THAT WHICH IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE SHALL PERISH. THE EARTH SHALL GIVE UP THOSE WHO ARE ASLEEP IN IT, AND THE DUST THOSE WHO REST THERE IN SILENCE, AND THE CHAMBERS SHALL GIVE UP THE SOULS THAT HAVE BEEN COMMITTED TO THEM. THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SHALL BE REVEALED ON THE SEAT OF JUDGMENT, AND COMPASSION SHALL PASS AWAY, AND PATIENCE SHALL BE WITHDRAWN. ONLY JUDGMENT SHALL REMAIN, TRUTH SHALL STAND, AND FAITHFULNESS SHALL GROW STRONG. RECOMPENSE SHALL FOLLOW, AND THE REWARD SHALL BE MANIFESTED, RIGHTEOUS DEEDS SHALL AWAKE, AND UNRIGHTEOUS DEEDS SHALL NOT SLEEP. THE PIT OF TORMENT SHALL APPEAR, AND OPPOSITE IT SHALL BE THE PLACE OF REST, AND THE FURNACE OF HELL SHALL BE DISCLOSED, AND OPPOSITE IT THE PARADISE OF DELIGHT. THEN THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WILL SAY TO THE NATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN RAISED FROM THE DEAD, ‘LOOK NOW, AND UNDERSTAND WHOM YOU HAVE DENIED, WHOM YOU HAVE NOT SERVED, WHOSE COMMANDMENTS YOU HAVE DESPISED. LOOK ON THIS SIDE AND ON THAT, HERE ARE DELIGHT AND REST, AND THERE ARE FIRE AND TORMENTS.’ THUS HE WILL SPEAK TO THEM ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT,  A DAY THAT HAS NO SUN OR MOON OR STARS, OR CLOUD OR THUNDER OR LIGHTNING, OR WIND OR WATER OR AIR, OR DARKNESS OR EVENING OR MORNING, OR SUMMER OR SPRING OR HEAT OR WINTER OR FROST OR COLD, OR HAIL OR RAIN OR DEW, OR NOON OR NIGHT, OR DAWN OR SHINING OR BRIGHTNESS OR LIGHT, BUT ONLY THE SPLENDOR OF THE GLORY OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], BY WHICH ALL SHALL SEE WHAT HAS BEEN DESTINED. IT WILL LAST AS THOUGH FOR A WEEK OF YEARS. THIS IS MY JUDGMENT AND ITS PRESCRIBED ORDER, AND TO YOU ALONE I HAVE SHOWN THESE THINGS.”
ONLY FEW {3} WILL BE TRULY SAVED IN THE FIRE IN ACTS 7:30-33
 IN 2ND ESDRAS 7:45-61 DECLARES, “I ANSWERED AND SAID, “O SOVEREIGN LORD, I SAID THEN AND I SAY NOW: BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE ALIVE AND KEEP YOUR COMMANDMENTS! BUT WHAT OF THOSE FOR WHOM I PRAYED? FOR WHO AMONG THE LIVING IS THERE THAT HAS NOT [SEXUALLY] SINNED, OR WHO IS THERE AMONG MORTALS THAT HAS NOT TRANSGRESSED YOUR COVENANT? AND NOW I SEE THAT THE WORLD TO COME WILL BRING DELIGHT TO FEW [3], BUT TORMENTS TO MANY. FOR AN EVIL HEART HAS GROWN UP IN US, WHICH HAS ALIENATED US FROM GOD, AND HAS BROUGHT US INTO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION AND THE WAYS OF DEATH, AND HAS SHOWN US THE PATHS OF PERDITION AND REMOVED US FAR FROM LIFE, AND THAT NOT MERELY FOR A FEW [3] BUT FOR ALMOST ALL WHO HAVE BEEN CREATED.” HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “LISTEN TO ME, EZRA, AND I WILL INSTRUCT YOU, AND WILL ADMONISH YOU ONCE MORE. FOR THIS REASON, THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] HAS MADE NOT ONE WORLD BUT TWO [THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE & THE NEW UNIVERSE]. INASMUCH AS YOU HAVE SAID THAT THE RIGHTEOUS ARE NOT MANY BUT FEW [3], WHILE THE UNGODLY ABOUND, HEAR THE EXPLANATION FOR THIS. “IF YOU HAVE JUST A FEW PRECIOUS STONES, WILL YOU ADD TO THEM LEAD AND CLAY?” I SAID, “LORD, HOW COULD THAT BE?” AND HE SAID TO ME, “NOT ONLY THAT, BUT ASK THE EARTH AND SHE WILL TELL YOU, DEFER TO HER, AND SHE WILL DECLARE IT TO YOU. SAY TO HER, ‘YOU PRODUCE GOLD AND SILVER AND BRONZE, AND ALSO IRON AND LEAD AND CLAY, BUT SILVER IS MORE ABUNDANT THAN GOLD, AND BRONZE THAN SILVER, AND IRON THAN BRONZE, AND LEAD THAN IRON, AND CLAY THAN LEAD.’ JUDGE THEREFORE WHICH THINGS ARE PRECIOUS AND DESIRABLE, THOSE THAT ARE ABUNDANT OR THOSE THAT ARE RARE?” I SAID, “O SOVEREIGN LORD, WHAT IS PLENTIFUL IS OF LESS WORTH, FOR WHAT IS MORE-RARE IS MORE PRECIOUS.” HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “CONSIDER WITHIN YOURSELF WHAT YOU HAVE THOUGHT, FOR THE PERSON WHO HAS WHAT IS HARD TO GET, REJOICES MORE THAN THE PERSON WHO HAS WHAT IS PLENTIFUL. SO ALSO, WILL BE THE JUDGMENT THAT I HAVE PROMISED, FOR I WILL REJOICE OVER THE FEW [3] WHO SHALL BE SAVED, BECAUSE IT IS, THEY WHO HAVE MADE MY GLORY TO PREVAIL NOW, AND THROUGH THEM MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HAS NOW BEEN HONORED. I WILL NOT GRIEVE OVER THE GREAT NUMBER OF THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] PERISH, FOR IT IS THEY WHO ARE NOW LIKE A MIST, AND ARE SIMILAR TO A FLAME AND SMOKE, THEY ARE SET ON FIRE AND BURN HOTLY, AND ARE EXTINGUISHED.”
THE LAMENTATION OF EZRA, WITH SEXLESS RESPONSE IN ACTS 8:2
IN 2ND ESDRAS 7:62-74 DECLARES, “I REPLIED AND SAID, “O EARTH, WHAT HAVE YOU BROUGHT FORTH, IF THE MIND IS MADE OUT OF THE DUST LIKE THE OTHER CREATED THINGS? FOR IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER IF THE DUST ITSELF HAD NOT BEEN BORN, SO THAT THE MIND MIGHT NOT HAVE BEEN MADE FROM IT. BUT NOW THE MIND GROWS WITH US, AND THEREFORE WE ARE TORMENTED, BECAUSE WE [SEXUALLY] PERISH AND WE KNOW IT. LET THE HUMAN RACE LAMENT, BUT LET THE WILD ANIMALS OF THE FIELD BE GLAD, LET ALL WHO HAVE BEEN BORN LAMENT, BUT LET THE CATTLE AND THE FLOCKS REJOICE. IT IS MUCH BETTER WITH THEM THAN WITH US, FOR THEY DO NOT LOOK FOR A JUDGMENT, AND THEY DO NOT KNOW OF ANY TORMENT OR SALVATION PROMISED TO THEM AFTER DEATH. WHAT DOES IT PROFIT US THAT WE SHALL BE PRESERVED ALIVE BUT CRUELLY TORMENTED? FOR ALL WHO HAVE BEEN BORN ARE ENTANGLED IN [SEXUAL] INIQUITIES, AND ARE FULL OF [SEXUAL] SINS AND BURDENED WITH TRANSGRESSIONS. AND IF AFTER DEATH, WE, WERE NOT TO COME INTO JUDGMENT, PERHAPS IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER FOR US.” HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “WHEN THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] MADE THE WORLD AND ADAM AND ALL WHO HAVE COME FROM HIM, HE FIRST PREPARED THE JUDGMENT AND THE THINGS THAT PERTAIN TO THE JUDGMENT. BUT NOW, UNDERSTAND FROM YOUR OWN WORDS, FOR YOU HAVE SAID THAT THE MIND GROWS WITH US. FOR THIS REASON, THEREFORE, THOSE WHO LIVE ON EARTH SHALL BE TORMENTED, BECAUSE THOUGH THEY HAD UNDERSTANDING, THEY COMMITTED [SEXUAL] INIQUITY, AND THOUGH THEY RECEIVED THE COMMANDMENTS, THEY DID NOT KEEP THEM, AND THOUGH THEY OBTAINED THE [SEXLESS] LAW, THEY DEALT UNFAITHFULLY WITH WHAT THEY RECEIVED. WHAT, THEN, WILL THEY HAVE TO SAY IN THE JUDGMENT, OR HOW WILL THEY ANSWER IN THE LAST TIMES? HOW LONG THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] HAS BEEN PATIENT WITH THOSE WHO INHABIT THE WORLD! AND NOT FOR THEIR SAKE, BUT BECAUSE OF THE TIMES THAT HE HAS FOREORDAINED.”
THE STATE OF THE DEAD BEFORE JUDGMENT IN ACTS 7:60
IN 2ND ESDRAS 7:75-101 DECLARES, “I ANSWERED AND SAID, “IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOR IN YOUR SIGHT, O LORD, SHOW THIS ALSO TO YOUR SERVANT: WHETHER AFTER DEATH, AS SOON AS EVERYONE OF US YIELDS UP THE SOUL, WE, SHALL BE KEPT IN REST UNTIL THOSE TIMES COME WHEN YOU WILL RENEW THE CREATION, OR WHETHER WE SHALL BE TORMENTED AT ONCE?” HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “I WILL SHOW YOU THAT ALSO, BUT DO NOT INCLUDE YOURSELF WITH THOSE WHO HAVE SHOWN SCORN, OR NUMBER YOURSELF AMONG THOSE WHO ARE TORMENTED. FOR YOU HAVE A TREASURE OF WORKS STORED UP WITH THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], BUT IT WILL NOT BE SHOWN TO YOU UNTIL THE LAST TIMES. NOW CONCERNING DEATH, THE TEACHING IS: WHEN THE DECISIVE DECREE HAS GONE OUT FROM THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] THAT A PERSON SHALL DIE, AS THE SPIRIT LEAVES THE BODY TO RETURN AGAIN TO HIM [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF] WHO GAVE IT, FIRST OF ALL IT ADORES THE GLORY OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. IF IT IS ONE [0TH WAY] OF THOSE WHO HAVE SHOWN SCORN AND HAVE NOT KEPT THE WAY OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], WHO HAVE DESPISED HIS [SEXLESS] LAW AND HATED THOSE WHO FEAR GOD, SUCH SPIRITS SHALL NOT ENTER INTO [SEXLESS] HABITATIONS, BUT SHALL IMMEDIATELY WANDER ABOUT IN TORMENTS, ALWAYS GRIEVING AND SAD, IN SEVEN WAYS [10 WAYS WITH AN ENTRANCE & A EXIT]. THE FIRST WAY, BECAUSE THEY HAVE SCORNED THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. THE SECOND WAY, BECAUSE THEY CANNOT NOW MAKE A GOOD REPENTANCE SO THAT THEY MAY LIVE. THE THIRD WAY, THEY SHALL SEE THE REWARD LAID UP FOR THOSE WHO HAVE TRUSTED THE COVENANTS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. THE FOURTH WAY, THEY SHALL CONSIDER THE TORMENT LAID UP FOR THEMSELVES IN THE LAST DAYS. THE FIFTH WAY, THEY SHALL SEE HOW THE HABITATIONS OF THE OTHERS ARE [SEXLESSLY] GUARDED BY ANGELS IN PROFOUND QUIET. THE SIXTH WAY, THEY SHALL SEE HOW SOME OF THEM WILL CROSS OVER INTO TORMENTS. THE SEVENTH WAY, WHICH IS WORSE THAN ALL THE WAYS THAT HAVE BEEN MENTIONED [THE LORD ONLY USES THE TRUE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE [LIFE REALM ONLY IN 1ST JOHN 3:9] THE SEXLESS, SINLESS & GUILTLESS, WHICH IS THE DIVINE, HOLY & SEPARATED TO ETERNALLY ARREST IN ORDER TO ALWAYS CAST DOWN THE FALSE 1ST FORMER SEXLESS/SEXUAL UNIVERSE [THE DEATH REALM ONLY IN 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10] THE SEXUAL, SINFUL, GUILTY, WHICH IS THE SEXUAL, HOMOSEXUAL & INTERRACIAL ABOMINABLE INTO THE FALSE 1ST FORMER SEXLESS/SEXUAL UNIVERSE IN THE DEATH REALM ONLY IN 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10], BECAUSE THEY SHALL UTTERLY WASTE AWAY IN [SEXUAL] CONFUSION AND BE CONSUMED WITH SHAME, AND SHALL WITHER WITH FEAR AT SEEING THE GLORY OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] IN WHOSE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE THEY [SEXUALLY] SINNED WHILE THEY WERE ALIVE, AND IN WHOSE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE THEY ARE TO BE JUDGED IN THE LAST TIMES. “NOW THIS IS THE ORDER OF THOSE WHO HAVE KEPT THE WAYS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], WHEN THEY SHALL BE SEPARATED FROM THEIR MORTAL BODY. DURING THE TIME THAT THEY LIVED IN IT, THEY LABORIOUSLY SERVED THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND WITHSTOOD DANGER EVERY HOUR SO THAT THEY MIGHT KEEP THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LAWGIVER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH IN ROMANS 13:1-2 & JAMES 3:12] PERFECTLY. THEREFORE, THIS IS THE TEACHING CONCERNING THEM: FIRST OF ALL [0TH ORDER], THEY SHALL SEE WITH GREAT JOY THE GLORY OF HIM WHO RECEIVES THEM, FOR THEY SHALL HAVE REST IN SEVEN ORDERS [10 ORDERS WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT]. THE FIRST ORDER, BECAUSE THEY HAVE STRIVEN WITH GREAT EFFORT TO OVERCOME THE [SEXUAL] EVIL THOUGHT THAT WAS FORMED WITH THEM, SO THAT IT MIGHT NOT LEAD THEM ASTRAY FROM LIFE INTO DEATH. THE SECOND ORDER, BECAUSE THEY SEE THE PERPLEXITY IN WHICH THE SOULS OF THE UNGODLY [SEXUAL] WANDER AND THE PUNISHMENT THAT AWAITS THEM. THE THIRD ORDER, THEY SEE THE WITNESS THAT HE WHO FORMED THEM BEARS CONCERNING THEM, THAT THROUGHOUT THEIR LIFE THEY KEPT THE [SEXLESS] LAW WITH WHICH THEY WERE ENTRUSTED. THE FOURTH ORDER, THEY UNDERSTAND THE REST THAT THEY NOW ENJOY, BEING GATHERED INTO THEIR CHAMBERS AND GUARDED BY ANGELS IN PROFOUND QUIET, AND THE GLORY WAITING FOR THEM IN THE LAST DAYS. THE FIFTH ORDER, THEY REJOICE THAT THEY HAVE NOW ESCAPED WHAT IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE AND SHALL INHERIT WHAT IS TO COME, AND BESIDES THEY SEE THE STRAITS AND TOIL FROM WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN DELIVERED, AND THE SPACIOUS LIBERTY THAT THEY ARE TO RECEIVE AND ENJOY IN IMMORTALITY. THE SIXTH ORDER, WHEN IT IS SHOWN THEM HOW THEIR FACE IS TO SHINE LIKE THE SUN, AND HOW THEY ARE TO BE MADE LIKE THE LIGHT OF THE STARS, BEING [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE FROM THEN ON. THE SEVENTH ORDER, WHICH IS GREATER THAN ALL THAT HAVE BEEN MENTIONED [THE LORD USES THE FALSE 1ST FORMER SEXLESS/SEXUAL UNIVERSE [DEATH REALM ONLY IN 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10] THE SEXUAL, SINFUL & GUILTY, WHICH IS THE SEXUAL, HOMOSEXUAL & INTERRACIAL ABOMINABLE TO ETERNALLY ARREST IN ORDER TO ALWAYS CAST UP THE TRUE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE [THE LIFE REALM ONLY IN 1ST JOHN 3:9] THE SEXLESS, SINLESS, GUILTLESS, WHICH IS THE DIVINE, HOLY & SEPARATED INTO THE TRUE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE IN THE LIFE REALM ONLY IN 1ST JOHN 3:9], BECAUSE THEY SHALL REJOICE WITH BOLDNESS, AND SHALL BE CONFIDENT WITHOUT [SEXUAL] CONFUSION, AND SHALL BE GLAD WITHOUT FEAR, FOR THEY PRESS FORWARD TO SEE THE [TERRIBLE] FACE OF HIM WHOM THEY SERVED IN LIFE AND FROM WHOM THEY ARE TO RECEIVE THEIR REWARD WHEN GLORIFIED. THIS IS THE ORDER OF THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, AS HENCEFORTH IS ANNOUNCED, AND THE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED ARE THE WAYS OF TORMENT THAT THOSE WHO WOULD NOT GIVE HEED SHALL SUFFER HEREAFTER.” THEN I ANSWERED AND SAID, “WILL TIME THEREFORE BE GIVEN TO THE SOULS, AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN SEPARATED FROM THE BODIES, TO SEE WHAT YOU HAVE DESCRIBED TO ME?” HE SAID TO ME, “THEY SHALL HAVE FREEDOM FOR SEVEN DAYS, SO THAT DURING THESE SEVEN DAYS THEY MAY SEE THE THINGS OF WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN TOLD, AND AFTERWARDS THEY SHALL BE GATHERED IN THEIR [SEXLESS] HABITATIONS.”
NO INTERCESSION IN PRAYERS OR SUPPLICATIONS FOR THE SEXUAL IN ACTS 6:2
IN 2ND ESDRAS 7:102-115 DECLARES, “I ANSWERED AND SAID, “IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOR IN YOUR SIGHT, SHOW FURTHER TO ME, YOUR SERVANT, WHETHER ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT THE RIGHTEOUS WILL BE ABLE TO INTERCEDE FOR THE UNGODLY [SEXUAL] OR TO ENTREAT THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] FOR THEM, FATHERS FOR SONS OR SONS FOR PARENTS, BROTHERS FOR BROTHERS, RELATIVES FOR THEIR KINDRED, OR FRIENDS FOR THOSE WHO ARE MOST DEAR.” HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “SINCE YOU HAVE FOUND FAVOR IN MY SIGHT, I WILL SHOW YOU THIS ALSO. THE DAY OF JUDGMENT IS DECISIVE AND DISPLAYS TO ALL THE SEAL OF TRUTH. JUST AS NOW A FATHER DOES NOT SEND HIS SON, OR A SON, HIS FATHER, OR A MASTER, HIS SERVANT, OR A FRIEND, HIS DEAREST FRIEND, TO BE ILL OR SLEEP OR EAT OR BE HEALED IN HIS PLACE, SO NO ONE SHALL EVER PRAY FOR ANOTHER ON THAT DAY, NEITHER SHALL ANYONE LAY A BURDEN ON ANOTHER, FOR THEN ALL SHALL BEAR THEIR OWN [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUSNESS AND [SEXUAL] UNRIGHTEOUSNESS.” I ANSWERED AND SAID, “HOW THEN DO WE FIND THAT FIRST ABRAHAM PRAYED FOR THE PEOPLE OF SODOM, AND MOSES FOR OUR ANCESTORS WHO [SEXUALLY] SINNED IN THE DESERT, AND JOSHUA AFTER HIM FOR ISRAEL IN THE DAYS OF ACHAN, AND SAMUEL IN THE DAYS OF SAUL, AND DAVID FOR THE PLAGUE, AND SOLOMON FOR THOSE AT THE DEDICATION, AND ELIJAH FOR THOSE WHO RECEIVED THE RAIN, AND FOR THE ONE WHO WAS DEAD, THAT HE MIGHT LIVE, AND HEZEKIAH FOR THE PEOPLE IN THE DAYS OF SENNACHERIB, AND MANY OTHERS PRAYED FOR MANY? SO, IF NOW, WHEN [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION HAS INCREASED AND [SEXUAL] UNRIGHTEOUSNESS HAS MULTIPLIED, THE [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUS HAVE PRAYED FOR THE UNGODLY [SEXUAL], WHY WILL IT NOT BE SO THEN AS WELL?” HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “THIS PRESENT WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] IS NOT THE END, THE FULL GLORY DOES NOT REMAIN IN IT, THEREFORE THOSE WHO WERE STRONG PRAYED FOR THE WEAK. BUT THE DAY OF JUDGMENT WILL BE THE END OF THIS AGE [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE IN LUKE 20:34] AND THE BEGINNING OF THE IMMORTAL [THAT] AGE [NEW UNIVERSE IN LUKE 20:35-38] TO COME, IN WHICH [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION HAS PASSED AWAY, SINFUL [SEXUAL] INDULGENCE HAS COME TO AN END, UNBELIEF HAS BEEN CUT OFF, AND [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUSNESS HAS INCREASED AND TRUTH HAS APPEARED. THEREFORE, NO ONE WILL THEN BE ABLE TO HAVE MERCY ON SOMEONE WHO HAS BEEN [SEXUALLY] CONDEMNED [DAMNED] IN THE JUDGMENT, OR TO HARM SOMEONE WHO IS [SEXLESSLY] VICTORIOUS.”
THE LAMENTATION OVER THE FATE OF ALL PEOPLE IN ACTS 8:2
IN 2ND ESDRAS 7:116-131 DECLARES, “I ANSWERED AND SAID, “THIS IS MY FIRST AND LAST COMMENT: IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER IF THE EARTH HAD NOT PRODUCED ADAM, OR ELSE, WHEN IT HAD PRODUCED HIM, HAD [SEXLESSLY] RESTRAINED HIM FROM [SEXUALLY] SINNING. FOR WHAT GOOD IS IT TO ALL THAT THEY LIVE IN SORROW NOW AND EXPECT PUNISHMENT AFTER DEATH? O ADAM, WHAT HAVE YOU DONE? FOR THOUGH IT WAS YOU WHO [SEXUALLY] SINNED, THE [SEXUAL] FALL WAS NOT YOURS ALONE, BUT OURS ALSO WHO ARE YOUR DESCENDANTS. FOR WHAT GOOD IS IT TO US, IF AN IMMORTAL TIME HAS BEEN PROMISED TO US, BUT WE HAVE DONE [SEXUAL] DEEDS THAT BRING DEATH [JAMES 1:13-15]? AND WHAT GOOD IS IT THAT AN EVERLASTING HOPE HAS BEEN PROMISED TO US, BUT WE HAVE MISERABLY FAILED? OR THAT SAFE AND HEALTHFUL [SEXLESS] HABITATIONS HAVE BEEN RESERVED FOR US, BUT WE HAVE LIVED [SEXUALLY] WICKEDLY? OR THAT THE GLORY OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WILL DEFEND THOSE WHO HAVE LED A PURE LIFE, BUT WE HAVE WALKED IN THE MOST WICKED [SEXUAL] WAYS?  OR THAT A [SEXLESS] PARADISE SHALL BE REVEALED, WHOSE FRUIT REMAINS UNSPOILED AND IN WHICH ARE ABUNDANCE AND HEALING, BUT WE SHALL NOT ENTER IT: BECAUSE WE HAVE LIVED IN PERVERSE [SEXUAL] WAYS? OR THAT THE FACES OF THOSE WHO PRACTICED SELF-CONTROL SHALL SHINE MORE THAN THE STARS, BUT OUR FACES SHALL BE BLACKER THAN DARKNESS? FOR WHILE WE LIVED AND COMMITTED [SEXUAL] INIQUITY WE DID NOT CONSIDER WHAT WE SHOULD SUFFER AFTER DEATH.” HE ANSWERED AND SAID, “THIS IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CONTEST THAT ALL WHO ARE BORN ON EARTH SHALL WAGE: IF THEY ARE [SEXUALLY] DEFEATED, THEY SHALL SUFFER WHAT YOU HAVE SAID, BUT IF THEY ARE [SEXLESSLY] VICTORIOUS THEY SHALL RECEIVE WHAT I HAVE SAID. FOR THIS IS THE WAY OF WHICH MOSES, WHILE HE WAS ALIVE, SPOKE TO THE PEOPLE, SAYING, ‘CHOOSE LIFE FOR YOURSELF, SO THAT YOU MAY LIVE!’ BUT THEY DID NOT BELIEVE HIM OR THE PROPHETS AFTER HIM, OR EVEN MYSELF WHO HAVE SPOKEN TO THEM. THEREFORE, THERE SHALL NOT BE GRIEF AT THEIR DESTRUCTION, SO MUCH AS JOY OVER THOSE TO WHOM SALVATION IS ASSURED.”
EZRA APPEALS TO THE LORD’S MERCY IN ACTS 6:8
IN 2ND ESDRAS 7:132-8:3 DECLARES, “I ANSWERED AND SAID, “I KNOW, O LORD, THAT THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] IS NOW CALLED MERCIFUL, BECAUSE HE HAS MERCY ON THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET COME INTO THE WORLD, AND GRACIOUS, BECAUSE HE IS GRACIOUS TO THOSE WHO TURN IN [TRUE] REPENTANCE TO HIS [SEXLESS] LAW, AND PATIENT, BECAUSE HE SHOWS PATIENCE TOWARD THOSE WHO HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, SINCE THEY ARE HIS OWN CREATURES, AND BOUNTIFUL, BECAUSE HE WOULD RATHER GIVE THAN TAKE AWAY, AND ABUNDANT IN COMPASSION, BECAUSE HE MAKES HIS COMPASSIONS ABOUND MORE AND MORE TO THOSE NOW LIVING AND TO THOSE WHO ARE GONE AND TO THOSE YET TO COME, FOR IF HE DID NOT MAKE THEM ABOUND, THE WORLD WITH THOSE WHO INHABIT IT WOULD NOT HAVE LIFE, AND HE IS CALLED THE GIVER, BECAUSE IF HE DID NOT GIVE OUT OF HIS GOODNESS SO THAT THOSE WHO HAVE COMMITTED [SEXUAL] INIQUITIES MIGHT BE RELIEVED OF THEM, NOT ONE TEN-THOUSANDTH OF HUMANKIND COULD HAVE LIFE, AND THE JUDGE, BECAUSE IF HE DID NOT PARDON THOSE WHO WERE CREATED BY HIS WORD AND BLOT OUT THE MULTITUDE OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, THERE WOULD PROBABLY BE LEFT ONLY VERY FEW [3] OF THE INNUMERABLE MULTITUDE.” HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] MADE THIS WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] FOR THE SAKE OF MANY [24 VERSES 3], BUT THE WORLD [THAT WORLD] TO COME [NEW UNIVERSE] FOR THE SAKE OF ONLY A FEW [3 VERSES 24]. BUT I TELL YOU A PARABLE, EZRA. JUST AS, WHEN YOU ASK THE EARTH, IT WILL TELL YOU THAT IT PROVIDES A LARGE AMOUNT OF CLAY FROM WHICH EARTHENWARE IS MADE, BUT ONLY A LITTLE DUST FROM WHICH GOLD COMES, SO IS THE COURSE OF THE PRESENT WORLD. MANY HAVE BEEN CREATED, BUT ONLY A FEW [3] SHALL BE [TRULY] SAVED.”
EZRA AGAIN APPEALS TO THE LORD’S MERCY IN ACTS 6:8
IN 2ND ESDRAS 8:4-19 DECLARES, “I ANSWERED AND SAID, “THEN DRINK YOUR FILL OF UNDERSTANDING, O MY SOUL, AND DRINK WISDOM, O MY HEART. FOR NOT OF YOUR OWN WILL DID YOU COME INTO THE WORLD, AND AGAINST YOUR WILL, YOU, DEPART, FOR YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN ONLY A SHORT TIME TO LIVE. O LORD ABOVE US [EPHESIANS 4:6], GRANT TO YOUR SERVANT THAT WE MAY PRAY BEFORE YOU, AND GIVE US A SEED FOR OUR HEART AND CULTIVATION OF OUR UNDERSTANDING SO THAT FRUIT MAY BE PRODUCED, BY WHICH EVERY MORTAL WHO BEARS THE LIKENESS OF A HUMAN BEING MAY BE ABLE TO LIVE. FOR YOU ALONE EXIST, AND WE ARE A WORK OF YOUR HANDS, AS YOU HAVE DECLARED. AND BECAUSE YOU GIVE LIFE TO THE BODY THAT IS NOW FASHIONED IN THE WOMB, AND FURNISH IT WITH MEMBERS, WHAT YOU HAVE CREATED IS PRESERVED AMID FIRE AND WATER, AND FOR 9 MONTHS THE WOMB ENDURES YOUR CREATURE THAT HAS BEEN CREATED IN IT. BUT THAT WHICH KEEPS AND THAT WHICH IS KEPT SHALL BOTH BE KEPT BY YOUR KEEPING. AND WHEN THE WOMB GIVES UP AGAIN WHAT HAS BEEN CREATED IN IT, YOU, HAVE COMMANDED THAT FROM THE MEMBERS THEMSELVES, THAT IS, FROM THE BREASTS, MILK, THE FRUIT OF THE BREASTS, SHOULD BE SUPPLIED, SO THAT WHAT HAS BEEN FASHIONED MAY BE NOURISHED FOR A TIME, AND AFTERWARDS YOU WILL STILL GUIDE IT IN YOUR MERCY. YOU HAVE NURTURED IT IN YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND INSTRUCTED IT IN YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW, AND REPROVED IT IN YOUR [INFINITE] WISDOM. YOU PUT IT TO DEATH AS YOUR CREATION, AND MAKE IT LIVE AS YOUR WORK. IF THEN YOU WILL SUDDENLY AND QUICKLY DESTROY WHAT WITH SO GREAT LABOR WAS FASHIONED BY YOUR COMMAND, TO WHAT PURPOSE WAS IT MADE? AND NOW I WILL SPEAK OUT: ABOUT ALL HUMANKIND YOU KNOW BEST, BUT I WILL SPEAK ABOUT YOUR PEOPLE, FOR WHOM I AM GRIEVED, AND ABOUT YOUR INHERITANCE [ACTS 26:13-18], FOR WHOM I LAMENT, AND ABOUT ISRAEL, FOR WHOM I AM SAD, AND ABOUT THE SEED OF JACOB, FOR WHOM I AM TROUBLED. THEREFORE, I WILL PRAY BEFORE YOU FOR MYSELF AND FOR THEM, FOR I SEE THE FAILINGS OF US WHO INHABIT THE EARTH, AND NOW ALSO I HAVE HEARD OF THE SWIFTNESS OF THE JUDGMENT THAT IS TO COME. THEREFORE, HEAR MY VOICE AND UNDERSTAND MY WORDS, AND I WILL SPEAK BEFORE YOU.”
EZRA’S PRAYER IN ACTS 6:4
IN 2ND ESDRAS 8:20-36 DECLARES, THE BEGINNING OF THE WORDS OF EZRA’S PRAYER, BEFORE HE WAS TAKEN UP. HE SAID: “O LORD, YOU WHO INHABIT ETERNITY, WHOSE EYES [SIRACH 23:19] ARE EXALTED AND WHOSE UPPER CHAMBERS ARE IN THE AIR, WHOSE THRONE IS BEYOND MEASURE AND WHOSE GLORY IS BEYOND COMPREHENSION, BEFORE WHOM THE HOSTS OF ANGELS STAND TREMBLING AND AT WHOSE COMMAND THEY ARE CHANGED TO WIND AND FIRE, WHOSE WORD IS SURE AND WHOSE UTTERANCES ARE CERTAIN, WHOSE COMMAND IS STRONG AND WHOSE ORDINANCE IS TERRIBLE, WHOSE LOOK DRIES UP THE DEPTHS AND WHOSE INDIGNATION MAKES THE MOUNTAINS MELT AWAY, AND WHOSE TRUTH IS ESTABLISHED FOREVER, HEAR, O LORD, THE PRAYER OF YOUR [SEXLESS] SERVANT, AND GIVE EAR TO THE PETITION OF YOUR [SEXLESS] CREATURE, ATTEND TO MY WORDS. FOR AS LONG AS I LIVE, I WILL SPEAK, AND AS LONG AS I HAVE UNDERSTANDING I WILL ANSWER. O DO NOT LOOK ON THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF YOUR PEOPLE, BUT ON THOSE WHO SERVE YOU IN TRUTH. DO NOT TAKE NOTE OF THE ENDEAVORS OF THOSE WHO ACT [SEXUALLY] WICKEDLY, BUT OF THE ENDEAVORS OF THOSE WHO HAVE KEPT YOUR [SEXLESS] COVENANTS AMID AFFLICTIONS. DO NOT THINK OF THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED [SEXUALLY] WICKEDLY IN YOUR SIGHT, BUT REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE WILLINGLY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT YOU ARE TO BE [TRULY] FEARED. DO NOT WILL THE DESTRUCTION OF THOSE WHO HAVE THE WAYS OF CATTLE, BUT REGARD THOSE WHO HAVE GLORIOUSLY TAUGHT YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW. DO NOT BE ANGRY WITH THOSE WHO ARE DEEMED WORSE THAN WILD ANIMALS, BUT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THOSE WHO HAVE ALWAYS PUT THEIR TRUST IN YOUR GLORY. FOR WE AND OUR ANCESTORS HAVE PASSED OUR LIVES IN WAYS THAT BRING DEATH, BUT IT IS BECAUSE OF US [SEXUAL] SINNERS THAT YOU ARE CALLED MERCIFUL. FOR IF YOU HAVE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRED TO HAVE PITY ON US, WHO HAVE NO WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THEN YOU WILL BE CALLED MERCIFUL. FOR THE RIGHTEOUS, WHO HAVE MANY WORKS LAID UP WITH YOU, SHALL RECEIVE THEIR REWARD IN CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR OWN [SEXLESS] DEEDS. BUT WHAT ARE MORTALS, THAT YOU ARE ANGRY WITH THEM, OR WHAT IS A [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE RACE, THAT YOU ARE SO BITTER AGAINST IT? FOR IN TRUTH THERE IS NO ONE [MAN IN ROMANS 3:4-23] AMONG THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN BORN WHO HAS NOT ACTED [SEXUALLY] WICKEDLY, AMONG THOSE WHO HAVE EXISTED THERE IS NO ONE [MAN IN ROMANS 3:4-23] WHO HAS NOT DONE WRONG. FOR IN THIS, O LORD, YOUR, RIGHTEOUSNESS AND GOODNESS WILL BE DECLARED, WHEN YOU ARE MERCIFUL TO THOSE WHO HAVE NO STORE OF GOOD WORKS.”
THE SEXLESS RESPONSE TO EZRA’S PRAYER IN ACTS 6:4
IN 2ND ESDRAS 8:37-45 DECLARES, “HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “SOME THINGS YOU HAVE SPOKEN RIGHTLY, AND IT WILL TURN OUT ACCORDING TO YOUR WORDS. FOR INDEED I WILL NOT CONCERN MYSELF ABOUT THE [SEXUAL] FASHIONING OF THOSE WHO HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, OR ABOUT THEIR DEATH, THEIR JUDGMENT, OR THEIR DESTRUCTION [DAMNATION], BUT I WILL REJOICE OVER THE [SEXLESS] CREATION OF THE [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUS, OVER THEIR [TRUE] PILGRIMAGE ALSO, AND THEIR [TRUE] SALVATION, AND THEIR RECEIVING THEIR [TRUE] REWARD.  AS I HAVE SPOKEN, THEREFORE, SO IT SHALL BE. “FOR JUST AS THE FARMER SOWS MANY SEEDS IN THE GROUND AND PLANTS A MULTITUDE OF SEEDLINGS, AND YET NOT ALL THAT HAVE BEEN SOWN WILL COME UP IN DUE SEASON, AND NOT ALL THAT WERE PLANTED WILL TAKE ROOT, SO ALSO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SOWN IN THE WORLD WILL NOT ALL BE [TRULY] SAVED.” I ANSWERED AND SAID, “IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOR IN YOUR SIGHT, LET ME SPEAK. IF THE FARMER’S SEED DOES NOT COME UP, BECAUSE IT HAS NOT RECEIVED YOUR RAIN IN DUE SEASON, OR IF IT HAS BEEN [SEXUALLY] RUINED BY TOO MUCH RAIN, IT [SEXUALLY] PERISHES. BUT [SEXLESS] PEOPLE, WHO HAVE BEEN FORMED BY YOUR HANDS AND ARE CALLED YOUR OWN [SEXLESS] IMAGE [LIKENESS] BECAUSE THEY ARE MADE LIKE YOU, AND FOR WHOSE SAKE YOU HAVE FORMED ALL THINGS, HAVE YOU ALSO MADE THEM LIKE THE FARMER’S SEED? SURELY NOT, O LORD ABOVE! BUT SPARE YOUR [SEXLESS] PEOPLE AND HAVE MERCY ON YOUR [SEXLESS] INHERITANCE, FOR YOU HAVE MERCY ON YOUR OWN [SEXLESS] CREATION [THE LORD NEVER TOLERATES ANY BONA-FIDE [GENUINE] SEXUAL CREATURES IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32 & REVELATION 2:14-16, 20-24, BUT THE LORD DOES SCARCELY SPARE ANY BONA-FIDE [GENUINE] SEXLESS CREATURES IN ROMANS 5:7 & 1ST PETER 4:18].”
EZRA’S FINAL APPEAL FOR THE LORD’S MERCY IN ACTS 6:8
IN 2ND ESDRAS 8:46-64 DECLARES, “HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “THINGS THAT ARE PRESENT ARE FOR THOSE WHO LIVE NOW, AND THINGS THAT ARE FUTURE ARE FOR THOSE WHO WILL LIVE HEREAFTER. FOR YOU COME FAR SHORT OF BEING ABLE TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE MY CREATION MORE THAN I [SEXLESSLY] LOVE IT. BUT YOU HAVE OFTEN COMPARED YOURSELF TO THE [SEXUAL] UNRIGHTEOUS [WICKED]. NEVER DO SO! BUT EVEN IN THIS RESPECT, YOU, WILL BE PRAISEWORTHY BEFORE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], BECAUSE YOU HAVE [TRULY] HUMBLED YOURSELF, AS IS BECOMING FOR YOU, AND HAVE NOT CONSIDERED YOURSELF TO BE AMONG THE [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUS [JUSTIFIED]. YOU WILL RECEIVE THE GREATEST GLORY, FOR MANY MISERIES WILL AFFECT THOSE WHO INHABIT THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] IN THE LAST TIMES, BECAUSE THEY HAVE WALKED IN GREAT [SEXUAL] PRIDE [IN THIS AGE IN LUKE 20:34]. BUT THINK OF YOUR OWN CASE, AND INQUIRE CONCERNING THE GLORY OF THOSE WHO ARE LIKE YOURSELF, BECAUSE IT IS FOR YOU THAT PARADISE IS OPENED [NEW UNIVERSE], THE TREE OF LIFE IS PLANTED, THE AGE TO COME [THAT AGE IN LUKE 20:35-38] IS PREPARED, PLENTY IS PROVIDED, A CITY IS BUILT, REST IS APPOINTED, GOODNESS IS [ETERNALLY] ESTABLISHED AND WISDOM PERFECTED BEFOREHAND. THE ROOT OF EVIL [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10] IS SEALED UP FROM YOU, ILLNESS IS BANISHED FROM YOU, AND DEATH IS HIDDEN, HADES HAS FLED AND [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION HAS BEEN FORGOTTEN, SORROWS HAVE PASSED AWAY, AND IN THE END THE TREASURE OF [ENDLESS] IMMORTALITY IS MADE MANIFEST. THEREFORE, DO NOT ASK ANY MORE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE GREAT NUMBER OF THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] PERISH. FOR WHEN THEY HAD OPPORTUNITY TO CHOOSE, THEY DESPISED [BLOWN THE 1ST ORIGINAL CHANCE BUT WILL HAVE A 2ND CHANCE IN THE GUARD TOLL HOUSE IN HELL] THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND WERE CONTEMPTUOUS OF HIS [SEXLESS] LAW, AND ABANDONED HIS [SEXLESS] WAYS. MOREOVER, THEY HAVE EVEN TRAMPLED ON HIS RIGHTEOUS ONES, AND SAID IN THEIR HEARTS THAT THERE IS NO GOD, THOUGH THEY KNEW WELL THAT THEY MUST [ETERNALLY] DIE. FOR JUST AS THE THINGS THAT I HAVE PREDICTED AWAIT YOU, SO THE THIRST AND TORMENT THAT ARE PREPARED AWAIT THEM. FOR THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] DID NOT INTEND THAT ANYONE SHOULD BE DESTROYED, BUT THOSE WHO WERE CREATED, HAVE THEMSELVES [SEXUALLY] DEFILED, [IN] THE NAME OF HIM [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WHO MADE THEM, AND HAVE BEEN UNGRATEFUL TO HIM WHO PREPARED LIFE FOR THEM NOW. THEREFORE, MY JUDGMENT IS NOW DRAWING NEAR, I HAVE NOT SHOWN THIS TO ALL PEOPLE, BUT ONLY TO YOU AND A FEW [3] LIKE YOU.” THEN I ANSWERED AND SAID, “O LORD, YOU, HAVE ALREADY SHOWN ME A GREAT NUMBER OF THE SIGNS THAT YOU WILL DO IN THE LAST TIMES, BUT YOU HAVE NOT SHOWN ME WHEN YOU WILL DO THEM [THIS LORD’S TIME IS EQUAL TO ACTIONS & AT ANYTIME IT CAN HAPPEN BECAUSE ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE TO THE LORD IF IT PLEASES THE LORD].”
MORE ABOUT THE SIGNS OF THE END IN ACTS 6:8
IN 2ND ESDRAS 9:1-13 DECLARES, “HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “MEASURE CAREFULLY IN YOUR MIND, AND WHEN YOU SEE THAT SOME OF THE PREDICTED SIGNS HAVE OCCURRED, THEN YOU WILL KNOW THAT IT IS THE VERY TIME WHEN THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] IS ABOUT TO VISIT THE WORLD THAT HE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HAS MADE. SO, WHEN THERE SHALL APPEAR IN THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] EARTHQUAKES, TUMULT OF PEOPLES, INTRIGUES OF NATIONS, WAVERING OF LEADERS, [SEXUAL] CONFUSION OF PRINCES, THEN YOU WILL KNOW THAT IT WAS OF THESE THAT THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SPOKE FROM THE DAYS THAT WERE OF OLD, FROM THE BEGINNING. FOR JUST AS WITH EVERYTHING THAT HAS OCCURRED IN THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE], THE BEGINNING IS EVIDENT, AND THE END MANIFEST, SO ALSO ARE THE TIMES OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]: THE BEGINNINGS [ENGLISH USA REALM IN PROVERBS 8:30-31] ARE MANIFEST IN WONDERS AND MIGHTY WORKS, AND THE END [ENGLISH USA REALM IN ACTS 29:2 WITH AN ACTS 30] IN PENALTIES AND IN SIGNS. “IT SHALL BE THAT ALL WHO WILL BE SAVED AND WILL BE ABLE TO ESCAPE ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR [SEXLESS] WORKS, OR ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXLESS] FAITH BY WHICH THEY HAVE BELIEVED, WILL SURVIVE THE [SEXUAL] DANGERS THAT HAVE BEEN PREDICTED, AND WILL SEE MY SALVATION IN MY LAND AND WITHIN MY BORDERS [BORDER WALLS], WHICH I HAVE SANCTIFIED FOR MYSELF FROM THE BEGINNING. THEN THOSE WHO HAVE NOW [SEXUALLY] ABUSED MY [SEXLESS] WAYS SHALL BE AMAZED, AND THOSE WHO HAVE [SEXUALLY] REJECTED THEM WITH [SEXUAL] CONTEMPT SHALL LIVE IN [ETERNAL] TORMENTS. FOR AS MANY AS DID NOT ACKNOWLEDGE ME IN THEIR LIFETIME, THOUGH THEY RECEIVED MY BENEFITS, AND AS MANY AS SCORNED MY [SEXLESS] LAW WHILE THEY STILL HAD SEXUAL FREEDOM [PROMISCUITY], AND DID NOT UNDERSTAND BUT [SEXUALLY] DESPISED IT WHILE AN OPPORTUNITY OF [TRUE] REPENTANCE WAS STILL OPEN TO THEM, THESE MUST IN [ETERNAL] TORMENT ACKNOWLEDGE IT AFTER DEATH [PRISONS IN HELL]. THEREFORE, DO NOT CONTINUE TO BE CURIOUS ABOUT HOW THE UNGODLY [SEXUAL] WILL BE ETERNALLY] PUNISHED [IN ETERNAL FIRE], BUT INQUIRE HOW THE RIGHTEOUS [SEXLESS] WILL BE [TRULY] SAVED, THOSE TO WHOM THE AGE [THAT AGE IN LUKE 20:35-38] BELONGS AND FOR WHOSE SAKE THE AGE [THAT AGE IN LUKE 20:35-38] WAS MADE.”
THE TRUE ARGUMENT [ANGRY DISPUTE OR HEATED DISAGREEMENT] ETERNALLY RECAPITULATED [REITERATED] BY THE LORD IN ACTS 6:9
IN 2ND ESDRAS 9:14-24 DECLARES, “I ANSWERED AND SAID, “I SAID BEFORE, AND I SAY NOW, AND WILL SAY IT AGAIN: THERE ARE MORE WHO [SEXUALLY] PERISH THAN THOSE WHO WILL BE [SEXLESSLY] SAVED, AS A WAVE IS GREATER THAN A DROP OF WATER.” HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “AS IS THE FIELD, SO IS THE SEED, AND AS ARE THE FLOWERS, SO ARE THE COLORS, AND AS IS THE WORK, SO IS THE PRODUCT, AND AS IS THE FARMER, SO IS THE THRESHING FLOOR. FOR THERE WAS A TIME IN THIS AGE [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE IN PROVERBS 8:30-31 & LUKE 20:34] WHEN I WAS PREPARING FOR THOSE WHO NOW EXIST, BEFORE THE WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE IN PROVERBS 8:22-29 & LUKE 20:35-38] WAS MADE FOR THEM TO LIVE IN, AND NO ONE OPPOSED ME THEN, FOR NO ONE EXISTED [EXCEPT THE SEXLESS], BUT NOW THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CREATED IN THIS WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE], WHICH IS SUPPLIED BOTH WITH AN UNFAILING TABLE AND AN INEXHAUSTIBLE PASTURE, HAVE BECOME [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT IN THEIR [SEXUAL] WAYS. SO, I CONSIDERED MY WORLD [NEW UNIVERSE], AND SAW THAT IT WAS LOST [TO THE LORD]. I SAW THAT MY EARTH WAS IN [SEXUAL] PERIL BECAUSE OF THE [SEXUAL] DEVICES OF THOSE WHO HAD COME INTO IT. AND I SAW AND [SEXLESSLY] SPARED SOME WITH GREAT DIFFICULTY, AND SAVED FOR MYSELF ONE GRAPE OUT OF A CLUSTER, AND ONE PLANT OUT OF A GREAT FOREST. SO, LET THE MULTITUDE [SEXUALLY] PERISH THAT HAS BEEN BORN IN VAIN, BUT LET MY GRAPE AND MY PLANT BE [SEXLESSLY] SAVED, BECAUSE WITH MUCH LABOR I HAVE PERFECTED THEM. “NOW, IF YOU WILL LET SEVEN DAYS MORE PASS, DO NOT, HOWEVER, FAST DURING THEM, BUT GO INTO A FIELD OF FLOWERS WHERE NO HOUSE HAS BEEN BUILT, AND EAT ONLY OF THE FLOWERS OF THE FIELD, AND TASTE NO MEAT AND DRINK NO WINE, BUT EAT ONLY FLOWERS, AND PRAY TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] CONTINUALLY, THEN I WILL COME AND TALK WITH YOU.”
THE 4TH APOCRYPHA VISION OF THE WEEPING WOMAN
THE WEEPING WOMAN IN ACTS 7:6-8, 20-22
IN 2ND ESDRAS 9:38-10:28 DECLARES, “AND WHEN I SPOKE THESE THINGS IN MY HEART, I LOOKED BACK WITH MINE EYES, AND UPON THE RIGHT SIDE I SAW A WOMAN, AND, BEHOLD, SHE, MOURNED AND WEPT WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND WAS MUCH GRIEVED IN HEART, AND HER CLOTHES WERE RENT, AND SHE HAD ASHES UPON HER HEAD. THEN LET I MY THOUGHTS GO THAT I WAS IN, AND TURNED ME UNTO HER, AND SAID UNTO HER, WHEREFORE, WEEP THOU? WHY ART THOU SO GRIEVED IN THY MIND? AND SHE SAID UNTO ME, SIR, LET ME ALONE, THAT I MAY BEWAIL MYSELF, AND ADD UNTO MY SORROW, FOR I AM SORE VEXED IN MY MIND, AND BROUGHT VERY LOW. AND I SAID UNTO HER, WHAT AILS THEE? TELL ME. SHE SAID UNTO ME, I THY SERVANT HAVE BEEN BARREN, AND HAD NO CHILD, THOUGH I HAD A HUSBAND THIRTY YEARS, AND THOSE THIRTY YEARS I DID NOTHING ELSE DAY AND NIGHT, AND EVERY HOUR, BUT MAKE MY, PRAYER TO THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]. AFTER THIRTY YEARS, GOD HEARD ME THINE HANDMAID, LOOKED UPON MY MISERY, CONSIDERED MY [SEXUAL] TROUBLE, AND GAVE ME A SON: AND I WAS VERY GLAD OF HIM, SO WAS MY HUSBAND ALSO, AND ALL MY NEIGHBORS: AND WE GAVE GREAT HONOR UNTO THE ALMIGHTY. AND I NOURISHED HIM WITH GREAT TRAVAIL. SO, WHEN HE GREW UP, AND CAME TO THE TIME THAT HE SHOULD HAVE A WIFE, I MADE A FEAST. AND IT SO CAME TO PASS, THAT WHEN MY SON WAS ENTERED INTO HIS WEDDING CHAMBER, HE FELL DOWN, AND DIED. THEN WE ALL OVERTHREW THE LIGHTS, AND ALL MY NEIGHBORS ROSE UP TO COMFORT ME: SO, I TOOK MY REST UNTO THE SECOND DAY AT NIGHT. AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THEY HAD ALL LEFT OFF TO COMFORT ME, TO THE END I MIGHT BE QUIET, THEN ROSE I UP BY NIGHT AND FLED, AND CAME HITHER INTO THIS FIELD, AS THOU SEE. AND I DO NOW PURPOSE NOT TO RETURN INTO THE CITY, BUT HERE TO STAY, AND NEITHER TO EAT NOR DRINK, BUT CONTINUALLY TO MOURN AND TO FAST UNTIL I DIE. THEN LEFT I THE MEDITATIONS WHEREIN I WAS, AND SPOKE TO HER IN ANGER, SAYING, THOU FOOLISH WOMAN ABOVE ALL OTHER, SEE THOU NOT OUR MOURNING, AND WHAT HAPPENS UNTO US? HOW THAT SION OUR MOTHER IS FULL OF ALL HEAVINESS, AND MUCH HUMBLED, MOURNING VERY SORE? AND NOW, SEEING WE ALL MOURN AND ARE SAD, FOR WE ARE ALL IN HEAVINESS, ART THOU GRIEVED FOR ONE SON? FOR ASK THE EARTH, AND SHE SHALL TELL THEE, THAT IT IS SHE WHICH OUGHT TO MOURN FOR THE FALL OF SO MANY THAT GROW UPON HER. FOR OUT OF HER CAME ALL AT THE FIRST, AND OUT OF HER SHALL ALL OTHERS COME, AND, BEHOLD, THEY WALK ALMOST ALL INTO [SEXUAL] DESTRUCTION, AND A MULTITUDE OF THEM IS UTTERLY ROOTED OUT. WHO THEN SHOULD MAKE MORE MOURNING THAN SHE, THAT HATH LOST SO GREAT A MULTITUDE, AND NOT THOU, WHICH ART SORRY BUT FOR ONE? BUT IF THOU SAY UNTO ME, MY LAMENTATION IS NOT LIKE THE EARTH'S, BECAUSE I HAVE LOST THE FRUIT OF MY WOMB, WHICH I BROUGHT FORTH WITH PAINS, AND BARE WITH SORROWS, BUT THE EARTH NOT SO: FOR THE MULTITUDE PRESENT IN IT ACCORDING TO THE COURSE OF THE EARTH IS GONE, AS IT CAME: THEN SAY I UNTO THEE, LIKE AS THOU HAST BROUGHT FORTH WITH LABOR, EVEN SO THE EARTH ALSO HATH GIVEN HER FRUIT, NAMELY, MAN, EVER SINCE THE BEGINNING UNTO HIM THAT MADE HER. NOW THEREFORE KEEP THY SORROW TO THYSELF, AND BEAR WITH A GOOD COURAGE THAT WHICH HATH BEFALLEN THEE. FOR IF THOU SHALT ACKNOWLEDGE THE DETERMINATION OF GOD TO BE JUST, THOU SHALT BOTH RECEIVE THY SON IN TIME, AND SHALT BE COMMENDED AMONG WOMEN. GO THY WAY THEN INTO THE CITY TO THINE HUSBAND. AND SHE SAID UNTO ME, THAT, WILL I NOT DO: I WILL NOT GO INTO THE CITY, BUT HERE WILL I DIE. SO, I PROCEEDED TO SPEAK FURTHER UNTO HER, AND SAID, DO NOT SO, BUT BE COUNSELLED. BY ME: FOR HOW MANY ARE THE ADVERSITIES OF SION? BE COMFORTED IN REGARD OF THE SORROW OF JERUSALEM. FOR THOU SEE THAT OUR SANCTUARY IS LAID WASTE, OUR ALTAR BROKEN DOWN, OUR TEMPLE DESTROYED, OUR PSALTERY IS LAID ON THE GROUND, OUR SONG IS PUT TO SILENCE, OUR REJOICING IS AT AN END, THE LIGHT OF OUR CANDLESTICK IS PUT OUT, THE ARK OF OUR COVENANT IS SPOILED, OUR HOLY THINGS ARE [SEXUALLY] DEFILED, AND THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT IS CALLED UPON US IS ALMOST PROFANED: OUR CHILDREN ARE PUT TO SHAME, OUR PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] ARE BURNT, OUR LEVITES [PRIVATES] ARE GONE INTO CAPTIVITY, OUR VIRGINS ARE [SEXUALLY] DEFILED, AND OUR WIVES RAVISHED, OUR RIGHTEOUS MEN CARRIED AWAY, OUR LITTLE ONES DESTROYED, OUR YOUNG MEN ARE BROUGHT IN [SEXUAL] BONDAGE, AND OUR STRONG MEN ARE BECOME WEAK, AND, WHICH IS THE GREATEST OF ALL, THE SEAL OF SION HATH NOW LOST HER HONOR, FOR SHE IS DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF THEM THAT HATE US. AND THEREFORE, SHAKE OFF THY GREAT HEAVINESS, AND PUT AWAY THE MULTITUDE OF SORROWS, THAT THE MIGHTY MAY BE MERCIFUL UNTO THEE AGAIN, AND THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] SHALL GIVE THEE REST AND EASE FROM THY LABOR. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHILE I WAS TALKING WITH HER, BEHOLD, HER, FACE UPON A SUDDEN SHINED EXCEEDINGLY, AND HER COUNTENANCE GLISTERED, SO THAT I WAS AFRAID OF HER, AND MUSED WHAT IT MIGHT BE. AND, BEHOLD, SUDDENLY SHE MADE A GREAT CRY VERY FEARFUL: SO THAT THE EARTH SHOOK AT THE NOISE OF THE WOMAN. AND I LOOKED, AND, BEHOLD, THE WOMAN APPEARED UNTO ME NO MORE, BUT THERE WAS A CITY BUILT, AND A LARGE PLACE SHEWED ITSELF FROM THE FOUNDATIONS: THEN WAS I AFRAID, AND CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND SAID, WHERE IS URIEL THE ANGEL, WHO CAME UNTO ME AT THE FIRST? FOR HE HATH CAUSED ME TO FALL INTO MANY TRANCES, AND MINE END IS TURNED INTO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, AND MY PRAYER TO REBUKE.” 
THE LORD URIEL’S INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION IN ACTS 7:34-36
IN 2ND ESDRAS 10:29-59 DECLARES, AND AS I WAS SPEAKING THESE WORDS BEHOLD, HE CAME UNTO ME, AND LOOKED UPON ME. AND, LO, I LAY AS ONE THAT HAD BEEN DEAD, AND MINE UNDERSTANDING WAS TAKEN FROM ME: AND HE TOOK ME BY THE RIGHT HAND, AND COMFORTED ME, AND SET ME UPON MY FEET, AND SAID UNTO ME, WHAT AILS THEE? AND WHY ART THOU SO DISQUIETED? AND WHY IS THINE UNDERSTANDING TROUBLED, AND THE THOUGHTS OF THINE HEART? AND I SAID, BECAUSE THOU HAST FORSAKEN ME, AND YET I DID ACCORDING TO THY WORDS, AND I WENT INTO THE FIELD, AND, LO, I HAVE SEEN, AND YET SEE, THAT I AM NOT ABLE TO EXPRESS. AND HE SAID UNTO ME, STAND UP MANFULLY, AND I WILL ADVISE THEE. THEN SAID I, SPEAK ON, MY LORD, IN ME, ONLY FORSAKE ME NOT, LEST I DIE FRUSTRATE OF MY HOPE. FOR I HAVE SEEN THAT I KNEW NOT, AND HEAR THAT I DO NOT KNOW. OR IS MY SENSE DECEIVED, OR MY SOUL IN A DREAM? NOW THEREFORE I BESEECH THEE THAT THOU WILT SHEW THY SERVANT OF THIS VISION. HE ANSWERED ME THEN, AND SAID, HEAR ME, AND I SHALL INFORM THEE, AND TELL THEE WHEREFORE THOU ART AFRAID: FOR THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] WILL REVEAL MANY SECRET THINGS UNTO THEE. HE HATH SEEN THAT THY WAY IS RIGHT: FOR THAT THOU SORROW CONTINUALLY FOR THY PEOPLE, AND MAKE GREAT LAMENTATION FOR SION. THIS THEREFORE IS THE MEANING OF THE VISION WHICH THOU LATELY SAW: THOU SAW A WOMAN MOURNING, AND THOU BEGAN TO COMFORT HER: BUT NOW SEE THOU THE LIKENESS OF THE WOMAN NO MORE, BUT THERE APPEARED UNTO THEE A CITY BUILT. AND WHEREAS SHE TOLD THEE OF THE DEATH OF HER SON, THIS IS THE SOLUTION: THIS WOMAN, WHOM THOU SAW IS SION: AND WHEREAS SHE SAID UNTO THEE, EVEN SHE WHOM THOU SEE AS A CITY BUILT, WHEREAS, I SAY, SHE, SAID UNTO THEE, THAT SHE HATH BEEN THIRTY YEARS BARREN: THOSE ARE THE THIRTY YEARS WHEREIN THERE WAS NO OFFERING MADE IN HER. BUT AFTER THIRTY YEARS SOLOMON BUILT THE CITY AND OFFERED OFFERINGS: AND THEN BARE THE BARREN A SON. AND WHEREAS SHE TOLD THEE THAT SHE NOURISHED HIM WITH LABOR: THAT WAS THE DWELLING IN JERUSALEM. BUT WHEREAS SHE SAID UNTO THEE, THAT MY SON COMING INTO HIS MARRIAGE CHAMBER HAPPENED TO HAVE A FAIL, AND DIED: THIS WAS THE [SEXUAL] DESTRUCTION THAT CAME TO JERUSALEM. AND, BEHOLD, THOU SAW HER LIKENESS, AND BECAUSE SHE MOURNED FOR HER SON, THOU BEGAN TO COMFORT HER: AND OF THESE THINGS WHICH HAVE CHANCED, THESE ARE TO BE OPENED UNTO THEE. FOR NOW, THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH} SEE THAT THOU ART GRIEVED UNFEIGNEDLY, AND SUFFER FROM THY WHOLE HEART FOR HER, SO HATH HE SHEWED THEE THE BRIGHTNESS OF HER GLORY, AND THE COMELINESS OF HER BEAUTY: AND THEREFORE, I BADE THEE REMAIN IN THE FIELD WHERE NO HOUSE WAS BUILT: FOR I KNEW THAT THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] WOULD SHEW THIS UNTO THEE. THEREFORE, I COMMANDED THEE TO GO INTO THE FIELD, WHERE NO FOUNDATION OF ANY BUILDING WAS. FOR IN THE PLACE WHEREIN THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] BEGIN TO SHEW HIS CITY, THERE CAN NO MAN'S BUILDING BE ABLE TO STAND. AND THEREFORE, FEAR NOT, LET NOT THINE HEART BE AFFRIGHTED, BUT GO THY WAY IN, AND SEE THE BEAUTY AND GREATNESS OF THE BUILDING, AS MUCH AS THINE EYES BE ABLE TO SEE: AND THEN SHALT THOU HEAR AS MUCH AS THINE EARS MAY COMPREHEND. FOR THOU ART BLESSED ABOVE MANY OTHER, AND ART CALLED WITH THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD], AND SO ARE BUT FEW. BUT TO MORROW AT NIGHT THOU SHALT REMAIN HERE, AND SO SHALL THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] SHEW THEE VISIONS OF THE HIGH THINGS, WHICH THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WILL DO UNTO THEM THAT DWELL UPON THE EARTH IN THE LAST DAYS. SO, I SLEPT THAT NIGHT AND ANOTHER, LIKE AS HE COMMANDED ME.” 
THE 5TH APOCRYPHA VISION OF THE GREAT EAGLE
THE 4 BEASTS IN ACTS 7:42
IN DANIEL 7:1-8 SUPPORTS THIS 5TH VISION: IN DANIEL 7:1-8 DECLARES, “IN THE FIRST YEAR OF BELSHAZZAR KING OF BABYLON, DANIEL HAD A DREAM AND VISIONS OF HIS HEAD WHILE ON HIS BED. THEN HE WROTE DOWN THE DREAM, TELLING THE MAIN FACTS. DANIEL SPOKE, SAYING, ‘I SAW IN MY VISION BY NIGHT, AND BEHOLD, THE FOUR WINDS OF HEAVEN WERE STIRRING UP THE GREAT SEA. AND FOUR GREAT BEASTS CAME UP FROM THE SEA, EACH DIFFERENT FROM THE OTHER.” THE 1ST BEAST IS THE LION-MAN WITH EAGLE’S WINGS: “THE FIRST WAS LIKE A LION, AND HAD EAGLE’S WINGS. I WATCHED TILL ITS WINGS WERE PLUCKED OFF, AND IT WAS LIFTED UP FROM THE EARTH AND MADE TO STAND ON TWO FEET LIKE A MAN, AND A MAN’S HEART WAS GIVEN TO IT.” THE 2ND BEAST IS THE BEAR-MAN WITH THREE RIBS IN ITS MOUTH: “AND SUDDENLY ANOTHER BEAST, A SECOND, LIKE A BEAR. IT WAS RAISED UP ON ONE SIDE, AND HAD THREE RIBS IN ITS MOUTH BETWEEN ITS TEETH. AND THEY SAID THUS TO IT: ‘ARISE, DEVOUR MUCH FLESH!’” THE 3RD BEAST IS THE LEOPARD-MAN WITH FOUR HEADS & FOUR WINGS ON ITS BACK: “AFTER THIS I LOOKED, AND THERE WAS ANOTHER, LIKE A LEOPARD, WHICH HAD ON ITS BACK FOUR WINGS OF A BIRD. THE BEAST ALSO HAD FOUR HEADS, AND DOMINION WAS GIVEN TO IT.” THE 4TH BEAST IS THE TEN HORNED BEAST-MAN WITH MAN’S EYES & MOUTH SPEAKING POMPOUS THINGS: “AFTER THIS I SAW IN THE NIGHT VISIONS, AND BEHOLD, A FOURTH BEAST, DREADFUL AND TERRIBLE, EXCEEDINGLY STRONG. IT HAS HUGE IRON TEETH, IT WAS DEVOURING, BREAKING IN PIECES, AND TRAMPLING THE RESIDUE WITH ITS FEET. IT WAS DIFFERENT FROM ALL THE BEASTS THAT WERE BEFORE IT, AND IT HAD TEN HORNS. I WAS CONSIDERING THE HORNS, AND THERE WAS ANOTHER HORN, A LITTLE ONE, COMING UP AMONG THEM, BEFORE WHOM THREE OF THE FIRST HORNS WERE PLUCKED OUT BY THE ROOTS. AND THERE, IN THIS HORN, WERE EYES LIKE THE EYES OF A MAN, AND A MOUTH SPEAKING POMPOUS WORDS [GREAT THINGS].”         
THE GREAT EAGLE FROM THE SEA IN ACTS 7:42
IN 2ND ESDRAS 11:1-35 DECLARES, “THEN SAW I A DREAM, AND, BEHOLD, THERE CAME UP FROM THE SEA AN EAGLE, WHICH HAD TWELVE FEATHERED WINGS, AND THREE HEADS. AND I SAW, AND, BEHOLD, SHE, SPREAD HER WINGS OVER ALL THE EARTH, AND ALL THE WINDS OF THE AIR BLEW ON HER, AND WERE GATHERED TOGETHER. AND I BEHELD, AND OUT OF HER FEATHERS THERE GREW OTHER CONTRARY FEATHERS, AND THEY BECAME LITTLE FEATHERS AND SMALL. BUT HER HEADS WERE AT REST: THE HEAD IN THE MIDST WAS GREATER THAN THE OTHER, YET RESTED IT WITH THE RESIDUE. MOREOVER, I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE EAGLE FLEW WITH HER FEATHERS, AND REIGNED UPON EARTH, AND OVER THEM THAT DWELT THEREIN. AND I SAW THAT ALL THINGS UNDER HEAVEN WERE SUBJECT UNTO HER, AND NO MAN SPOKE AGAINST HER, NO, NOT ONE CREATURE UPON EARTH. AND I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE EAGLE ROSE UPON HER TALONS, AND SPOKE TO HER FEATHERS, SAYING, WATCH, NOT ALL AT ONCE: SLEEP EVERY ONE IN HIS OWN PLACE, AND WATCH BY COURSE: BUT LET THE HEADS BE PRESERVED FOR THE LAST. AND I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE VOICE WENT NOT OUT OF HER HEADS, BUT FROM THE MIDST OF HER BODY. AND I NUMBERED HER CONTRARY FEATHERS, AND, BEHOLD, THERE WERE EIGHT OF THEM. AND I LOOKED, AND, BEHOLD, ON THE RIGHT SIDE THERE AROSE ONE FEATHER, AND REIGNED OVER ALL THE EARTH, AND, SO IT WAS, THAT WHEN IT REIGNED, THE END OF IT CAME, AND THE PLACE THEREOF APPEARED NO MORE: SO, THE NEXT FOLLOWING STOOD UP. AND REIGNED, AND HAD A GREAT TIME, AND, IT HAPPENED, THAT WHEN IT REIGNED, THE END OF IT CAME ALSO, LIKE AS THE FIRST, SO THAT IT APPEARED NO MORE. THEN CAME THERE A VOICE UNTO IT, AND SAID, HEAR, THOU THAT HAST BORNE RULE OVER THE EARTH SO LONG: THIS I SAY UNTO THEE, BEFORE THOU BEGIN TO APPEAR NO MORE, THERE, SHALL NONE AFTER THEE ATTAIN UNTO THY TIME, NEITHER UNTO THE HALF THEREOF. THEN AROSE THE THIRD, AND REIGNED AS THE OTHER BEFORE, AND APPEARED NO MORE ALSO. SO, WENT IT WITH ALL THE RESIDUE ONE AFTER ANOTHER, AS THAT EVERY ONE REIGNED, AND THEN APPEARED NO MORE. THEN I BEHELD, AND, LO, IN PROCESS OF TIME THE FEATHERS THAT FOLLOWED STOOD UP UPON THE RIGHT SIDE, THAT THEY MIGHT RULE ALSO, AND SOME OF THEM RULED, BUT WITHIN A WHILE THEY APPEARED NO MORE: FOR SOME OF THEM WERE SET UP, BUT RULED NOT. AFTER THIS I LOOKED, AND, BEHOLD, THE TWELVE FEATHERS APPEARED NO MORE, NOR THE TWO LITTLE FEATHERS: AND THERE WAS NO MORE UPON THE EAGLE'S BODY, BUT THREE HEADS THAT RESTED, AND SIX LITTLE WINGS. THEN SAW I ALSO THAT TWO LITTLE FEATHERS DIVIDED THEMSELVES FROM THE SIX, AND REMAINED UNDER THE HEAD THAT WAS UPON THE RIGHT SIDE: FOR THE FOUR CONTINUED IN THEIR PLACE. AND I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE FEATHERS THAT WERE UNDER THE WING THOUGHT TO SET UP THEMSELVES AND TO HAVE THE RULE. AND I BEHELD, AND, LO, THERE WAS ONE SET UP, BUT SHORTLY IT APPEARED NO MORE. AND THE SECOND WAS SOONER AWAY THAN THE FIRST. AND I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE TWO THAT REMAINED THOUGHT ALSO IN THEMSELVES TO REIGN: AND WHEN THEY SO THOUGHT, BEHOLD, THERE AWAKED ONE OF THE HEADS THAT WERE AT REST, NAMELY, IT THAT WAS IN THE MIDST; FOR THAT WAS GREATER THAN THE TWO OTHER HEADS. AND THEN I SAW THAT THE TWO OTHER HEADS WERE JOINED WITH IT. AND, BEHOLD, THE HEAD WAS TURNED WITH THEM THAT WERE WITH IT, AND DID EAT UP THE TWO FEATHERS UNDER THE WING THAT WOULD HAVE REIGNED. BUT THIS HEAD PUT THE WHOLE EARTH IN FEAR, AND BARE RULE IN IT OVER ALL THOSE THAT DWELT UPON THE EARTH WITH MUCH OPPRESSION, AND IT HAD THE GOVERNANCE OF THE WORLD MORE THAN ALL THE WINGS THAT HAD BEEN. AND AFTER THIS I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE HEAD THAT WAS IN THE MIDST SUDDENLY APPEARED NO MORE, LIKE AS THE WINGS. BUT THERE REMAINED THE TWO HEADS, WHICH ALSO IN LIKE SORT RULED UPON THE EARTH, AND OVER THOSE THAT DWELT THEREIN. AND I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE HEAD UPON THE RIGHT SIDE DEVOURED IT THAT WAS UPON THE LEFT SIDE.” 
A LION ROUSED FROM THE FOREST IN ACTS 7:42
IN 2ND ESDRAS 11:36-46 DECLARES, “THEN I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME, ‘LOOK IN FRONT OF YOU AND CONSIDER WHAT YOU SEE.’  WHEN I LOOKED, I SAW WHAT SEEMED TO BE A LION ROUSED FROM THE FOREST, ROARING, AND I HEARD HOW IT UTTERED A HUMAN VOICE TO THE EAGLE, AND SPOKE, SAYING, ‘LISTEN AND I WILL SPEAK TO YOU. THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SAYS TO YOU, ARE YOU NOT THE ONE THAT REMAINS OF THE FOUR BEASTS THAT I HAD MADE TO REIGN IN MY WORLD, SO THAT THE END OF MY TIMES MIGHT COME THROUGH THEM?  YOU, THE FOURTH THAT HAS COME, HAVE CONQUERED ALL THE BEASTS THAT HAVE GONE BEFORE, AND YOU HAVE HELD SWAY OVER THE WORLD WITH GREAT TERROR, AND OVER ALL THE EARTH WITH GRIEVOUS OPPRESSION, AND FOR SO LONG YOU HAVE LIVED ON THE EARTH WITH DECEIT. YOU HAVE JUDGED THE EARTH, BUT NOT WITH TRUTH, FOR YOU HAVE OPPRESSED THE MEEK AND INJURED THE PEACEABLE, YOU, HAVE HATED THOSE WHO TELL THE TRUTH, AND HAVE [SEXUALLY] LOVED LIARS, YOU, HAVE DESTROYED THE HOMES OF THOSE WHO BROUGHT FORTH FRUIT, AND HAVE LAID LOW THE WALLS OF THOSE WHO DID YOU NO HARM. YOUR [SEXUAL] INSOLENCE HAS COME UP BEFORE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND YOUR [SEXUAL] PRIDE TO THE MIGHTY ONE. THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] HAS LOOKED AT HIS TIMES, NOW THEY HAVE ENDED, AND HIS AGES HAVE REACHED COMPLETION. THEREFORE YOU, EAGLE, WILL SURELY DISAPPEAR, YOU AND YOUR TERRIFYING WINGS, YOUR, MOST EVIL [SEXUAL] LITTLE WINGS, YOUR MALICIOUS [SEXUAL] HEADS, YOUR MOST EVIL [SEXUAL] TALONS, AND YOUR WHOLE WORTHLESS BODY, SO THAT THE WHOLE EARTH, FREED FROM YOUR [SEXUAL] VIOLENCE, MAY BE REFRESHED AND RELIEVED, AND MAY HOPE FOR THE JUDGMENT AND MERCY OF HIM WHO MADE IT.’” 
THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION IN ACTS 7:42
IN 2ND ESDRAS 12:1-51 DECLARES, “AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHILES THE LION SPOKE THESE WORDS UNTO THE EAGLE, I SAW, AND, BEHOLD, THE HEAD THAT REMAINED AND THE FOUR WINGS APPEARED NO MORE, AND THE TWO WENT UNTO IT AND SET THEMSELVES UP TO REIGN, AND THEIR KINGDOM WAS SMALL, AND FILL OF UPROAR. AND I SAW, AND, BEHOLD, THEY APPEARED NO MORE, AND THE WHOLE BODY OF THE EAGLE WAS BURNT SO THAT THE EARTH WAS IN GREAT FEAR: THEN AWAKED I OUT OF THE TROUBLE AND TRANCE OF MY MIND, AND FROM GREAT FEAR, AND SAID UNTO MY SPIRIT, LO, THIS HAST THOU DONE UNTO ME, IN THAT THOU SEARCH OUT THE WAYS OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]. LO, YET AM I WEARY IN MY MIND, AND VERY WEAK IN MY SPIRIT, AND LITTLE STRENGTH IS THERE IN ME, FOR THE GREAT FEAR WHEREWITH I WAS AFFLICTED THIS NIGHT. THEREFORE, WILL I NOW BESEECH THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD], THAT HE WILL COMFORT ME UNTO THE END. AND I SAID, LORD THAT BEAR RULE, IF I HAVE FOUND GRACE BEFORE THY SIGHT, AND IF I AM JUSTIFIED WITH THEE BEFORE MANY OTHERS, AND IF MY PRAYER INDEED BE COME UP BEFORE THY FACE, COMFORT ME THEN, AND SHEW ME THY SERVANT THE INTERPRETATION AND PLAIN DIFFERENCE OF THIS FEARFUL VISION, THAT THOU MAYEST PERFECTLY COMFORT MY SOUL. FOR THOU HAST JUDGED ME WORTHY TO SHEW ME THE LAST TIMES. AND HE SAID UNTO ME, THIS, IS THE INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION: THE EAGLE, WHOM THOU SAW COME UP FROM THE SEA, IS THE KINGDOM WHICH WAS SEEN IN THE VISION OF THY BROTHER DANIEL. BUT IT WAS NOT EXPOUNDED UNTO HIM, THEREFORE NOW I DECLARE IT UNTO THEE. BEHOLD, THE DAYS WILL COME, THAT THERE SHALL RISE UP A KINGDOM UPON EARTH, AND IT SHALL BE FEARED ABOVE ALL THE KINGDOMS THAT WERE BEFORE IT. IN THE SAME SHALL TWELVE KINGS [COLONELS] REIGN, ONE AFTER ANOTHER: WHEREOF THE SECOND SHALL BEGIN TO REIGN, AND SHALL HAVE MORE TIME THAN ANY OF THE TWELVE. AND THIS DO THE TWELVE WINGS SIGNIFY, WHICH THOU SAW. AS FOR THE VOICE WHICH THOU HEARD SPEAK, AND THAT THOU SAW NOT TO GO OUT FROM THE HEADS BUT FROM THE MIDST OF THE BODY THEREOF, THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION: THAT AFTER THE TIME OF THAT KINGDOM THERE SHALL ARISE GREAT STRIVINGS, AND IT SHALL STAND IN PERIL OF FAILING: NEVERTHELESS, IT SHALL NOT THEN FALL, BUT SHALL BE RESTORED AGAIN TO HIS BEGINNING. AND WHEREAS THOU SAW THE EIGHT, SMALL UNDER FEATHERS STICKING TO HER WINGS, THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION: THAT IN HIM THERE SHALL ARISE EIGHT KINGS [COLONELS], WHOSE TIMES SHALL BE BUT SMALL, AND THEIR YEARS SWIFT. AND TWO OF THEM SHALL PERISH, THE MIDDLE TIME APPROACHING: FOUR SHALL BE KEPT UNTIL THEIR END BEGIN TO APPROACH: BUT TWO SHALL BE KEPT UNTO THE END. AND WHEREAS THOU SAW THREE HEADS RESTING, THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION: IN HIS LAST DAYS SHALL THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] RAISE UP THREE KINGDOMS, AND RENEW MANY THINGS THEREIN, AND THEY SHALL HAVE THE DOMINION OF THE EARTH, AND OF THOSE THAT DWELL THEREIN, WITH MUCH [SEXUAL] OPPRESSION, ABOVE ALL THOSE THAT WERE BEFORE THEM: THEREFORE, ARE THEY CALLED THE [3] HEADS OF THE EAGLE. FOR THESE ARE THEY THAT SHALL ACCOMPLISH HIS WICKEDNESS [SEXUALITY], AND THAT SHALL FINISH HIS LAST END. AND WHEREAS THOU SAW THAT THE GREAT HEAD APPEARED NO MORE, IT SIGNIFIES THAT ONE OF THEM SHALL DIE UPON HIS BED, AND YET WITH PAIN. FOR THE TWO THAT REMAIN SHALL BE SLAIN WITH THE SWORD [MOUTH]. FOR THE SWORD OF THE ONE SHALL DEVOUR THE OTHER: BUT AT THE LAST SHALL HE FALL THROUGH [BY] THE SWORD [MOUTH] HIMSELF. AND WHEREAS THOU SAW TWO FEATHERS UNDER THE WINGS PASSING OVER THE HEAD THAT IS ON THE RIGHT SIDE, IT SIGNIFIES THAT THESE ARE THEY, WHOM THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] HATH KEPT UNTO THEIR END: THIS IS THE SMALL KINGDOM AND FULL OF TROUBLE, AS THOU SAW. AND THE LION, WHOM THOU SAW RISING UP OUT OF THE WOOD, AND ROARING, AND SPEAKING TO THE EAGLE, AND REBUKING HER FOR HER UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WITH ALL THE WORDS WHICH THOU HAST HEARD, THIS, IS THE ANOINTED, WHICH THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] HATH KEPT FOR THEM AND FOR THEIR WICKEDNESS [SEXUALITY] UNTO THE END: HE SHALL REPROVE THEM, AND SHALL UPBRAID THEM WITH THEIR CRUELTY. FOR HE SHALL SET THEM BEFORE HIM ALIVE IN JUDGMENT, AND SHALL REBUKE THEM, AND CORRECT THEM. FOR THE REST OF MY PEOPLE SHALL HE DELIVER WITH MERCY, THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN PRESSED UPON MY BORDERS, AND HE SHALL MAKE THEM JOYFUL UNTIL THE COMING OF THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, WHEREOF I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO THEE FROM THE BEGINNING. THIS IS THE DREAM THAT THOU SAW, AND THESE ARE THE INTERPRETATIONS. THOU ONLY HAST BEEN MEET TO KNOW THIS SECRET OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]. THEREFORE, WRITE ALL THESE THINGS THAT THOU HAST SEEN IN A BOOK, AND HIDE THEM: AND TEACH THEM TO THE WISE OF THE PEOPLE, WHOSE HEARTS THOU KNOW, MAY COMPREHEND AND KEEP THESE SECRETS. BUT WAIT THOU HERE THYSELF YET SEVEN DAYS MORE, THAT IT MAY BE SHEWED THEE, WHATSOEVER IT PLEASES THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] TO DECLARE UNTO THEE. AND WITH THAT HE WENT HIS WAY. AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE SAW THAT THE SEVEN DAYS WERE PAST, AND I NOT COME AGAIN INTO THE CITY, THEY GATHERED THEM ALL TOGETHER, FROM THE LEAST UNTO THE GREATEST, AND CAME UNTO ME, AND SAID, WHAT, HAVE WE OFFENDED THEE? AND WHAT EVIL HAVE WE DONE AGAINST THEE, THAT THOU FORSAKE US, AND SIT HERE IN THIS PLACE? FOR OF ALL THE PROPHETS THOU ONLY ART LEFT US, AS A CLUSTER OF THE VINTAGE, AND AS A CANDLE IN A DARK PLACE, AND AS A HAVEN OR SHIP PRESERVED FROM THE TEMPEST. ARE NOT THE EVILS WHICH ARE COME TO US SUFFICIENT? IF THOU SHALT FORSAKE US, HOW MUCH BETTER HAD IT BEEN FOR US, IF WE ALSO HAD BEEN BURNED IN THE MIDST OF SION [ZION]? FOR WE ARE NOT BETTER THAN THEY THAT DIED THERE. AND THEY WEPT WITH A LOUD VOICE. THEN ANSWERED I THEM, AND SAID, BE, OF GOOD COMFORT, O ISRAEL, AND BE NOT HEAVY, THOU HOUSE OF JACOB: FOR THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] HATH YOU IN REMEMBRANCE, AND THE MIGHTY HATH NOT FORGOTTEN YOU IN TEMPTATION. AS FOR ME, I HAVE NOT FORSAKEN YOU, NEITHER AM I DEPARTED FROM YOU: BUT AM COME INTO THIS PLACE, TO PRAY FOR THE DESOLATION OF SION [ZION], AND THAT I MIGHT SEEK MERCY FOR THE LOW ESTATE OF YOUR SANCTUARY. AND NOW GO YOUR WAY HOME EVERY MAN, AND AFTER THESE DAYS WILL I COME UNTO YOU. SO, THE PEOPLE WENT THEIR WAY INTO THE CITY, LIKE AS I COMMANDED THEM: BUT I REMAINED STILL IN THE FIELD SEVEN DAYS, AS THE ANGEL COMMANDED ME, AND DID EAT ONLY IN THOSE DAYS OF THE FLOWERS OF THE FIELD, AND HAD MY MEAT OF THE HERBS.”
THE 6TH APOCRYPHA VISION OF THE MAN FROM THE SEA
THE ETERNAL KINGDOM ENDLESSLY UNDESTROYED IN ACTS 7:55-56
IN DANIEL 7:13-14 DECLARES, “I WAS WATCHING IN THE NIGHT VISIONS, AND BEHOLD, ONE, LIKE THE SON OF MAN (SON ENOCH OUR LORD THE ONE IN ACTS 7:56 & SON JESUS OUR LORD THE SON OF MAN IN ACTS 7:56), COMING WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN! HE CAME TO THE ANCIENT OF DAYS (THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH), AND THEY BROUGHT HIM NEAR BEFORE HIM. THEN TO HIM WAS GIVEN DOMINION AND GLORY AND A KINGDOM (OF SAINTLY CHRISTIAN LORDSHIP & CREATOR AGENT LORDSHIP) THAT ALL PEOPLES, NATIONS, AND LANGUAGES SHOULD SERVE HIM. HIS DOMINION IS AN EVERLASTING DOMINION, WHICH SHALL NOT PASS AWAY, AND HIS KINGDOM (OF SAINTLY CHRISTIAN LORDSHIP & CREATOR AGENT LORDSHIP) THE ONE WHICH SHALL NOT BE DESTROYED.”
THE MAN FROM THE SEA IN ACTS 7:56
IN 2ND ESDRAS 13:1-13 DECLARES, “AFTER SEVEN DAYS I DREAMED A DREAM IN THE NIGHT. AND LO, A WIND AROSE FROM THE SEA AND STIRRED UP ALL ITS WAVES. AS I KEPT LOOKING THE WIND MADE SOMETHING LIKE THE FIGURE OF A MAN COME UP OUT OF THE HEART OF THE SEA. AND I SAW THAT THIS MAN FLEW WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN, AND WHEREVER HE TURNED HIS FACE TO LOOK, EVERYTHING UNDER HIS GAZE TREMBLED, AND WHENEVER HIS VOICE ISSUED FROM HIS MOUTH, ALL WHO HEARD HIS VOICE MELTED AS WAX MELTS WHEN IT FEELS THE FIRE. AFTER THIS I LOOKED AND SAW THAT AN INNUMERABLE MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE WERE GATHERED TOGETHER FROM THE FOUR WINDS OF HEAVEN TO MAKE WAR AGAINST THE MAN WHO CAME UP OUT OF THE SEA. AND I LOOKED AND SAW THAT HE CARVED OUT FOR HIMSELF A GREAT MOUNTAIN, AND FLEW UP ON TO IT. AND I TRIED TO SEE THE REGION OR PLACE FROM WHICH THE MOUNTAIN WAS CARVED, BUT I COULD NOT. AFTER THIS I LOOKED AND SAW THAT ALL WHO HAD GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST HIM, TO WAGE WAR WITH HIM, WERE FILLED WITH FEAR, AND YET THEY DARED TO FIGHT. WHEN HE SAW THE ONRUSH OF THE APPROACHING MULTITUDE, HE NEITHER LIFTED HIS HAND NOR HELD A SPEAR OR ANY WEAPON OF WAR, BUT I SAW ONLY HOW HE SENT FORTH FROM HIS MOUTH SOMETHING LIKE A STREAM OF FIRE, AND FROM HIS LIPS A FLAMING BREATH, AND FROM HIS TONGUE HE SHOT FORTH A STORM OF SPARKS. ALL THESE WERE MINGLED TOGETHER, THE STREAM OF FIRE AND THE FLAMING BREATH AND THE GREAT STORM, AND FELL ON THE ONRUSHING MULTITUDE THAT WAS PREPARED TO FIGHT [1 POSITION], AND BURNED UP ALL OF THEM, SO THAT SUDDENLY NOTHING WAS SEEN OF THE INNUMERABLE MULTITUDE BUT ONLY THE DUST OF ASHES AND THE SMELL OF SMOKE. WHEN I SAW IT, I WAS AMAZED, AFTER THIS I SAW THE SAME MAN COME DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN AND CALL TO HIMSELF ANOTHER MULTITUDE THAT WAS PEACEABLE. THEN MANY PEOPLE CAME TO HIM, SOME OF WHOM WERE JOYFUL AND SOME SORROWFUL, SOME OF THEM WERE BOUND, AND SOME WERE BRINGING OTHERS AS OFFERINGS.”
THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION IN ACTS 7:56
IN 2ND ESDRAS 13:14-58 DECLARES, “THEN I WOKE UP IN GREAT TERROR, AND PRAYED TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND SAID, “FROM THE BEGINNING YOU HAVE SHOWN YOUR SERVANT THESE WONDERS, AND HAVE DEEMED ME WORTHY TO HAVE MY PRAYER HEARD BY YOU, NOW SHOW ME THE INTERPRETATION OF THIS DREAM ALSO. FOR AS I CONSIDER IT IN MY MIND, ALAS FOR THOSE WHO WILL BE LEFT IN THOSE DAYS! AND STILL MORE, ALAS FOR THOSE WHO ARE NOT LEFT! FOR THOSE WHO ARE NOT LEFT WILL BE SAD BECAUSE THEY UNDERSTAND THE THINGS THAT ARE RESERVED FOR THE LAST DAYS, BUT CANNOT ATTAIN THEM. BUT ALAS FOR THOSE ALSO WHO ARE LEFT, AND FOR THAT VERY REASON! FOR THEY SHALL SEE GREAT [SEXUAL] DANGERS AND MUCH DISTRESS, AS THESE DREAMS SHOW. YET IT IS BETTER TO COME INTO THESE THINGS, THOUGH INCURRING [SEXUAL] PERIL, THAN TO PASS FROM THE WORLD LIKE A CLOUD, AND NOT TO SEE WHAT WILL HAPPEN IN THE LAST DAYS.” HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “I WILL TELL YOU THE INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION, AND I WILL ALSO EXPLAIN TO YOU THE THINGS THAT YOU HAVE MENTIONED. AS FOR WHAT YOU SAID ABOUT THOSE WHO SURVIVE, AND CONCERNING THOSE WHO DO NOT SURVIVE, THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION: THE ONE WHO BRINGS THE [SEXUAL] PERIL AT THAT TIME WILL PROTECT THOSE WHO [SEXLESSLY] FALL INTO [SEXUAL] PERIL, WHO HAVE [SEXLESS] WORKS AND FAITH TOWARD THE ALMIGHTY. UNDERSTAND THEREFORE THAT THOSE WHO ARE LEFT ARE MORE BLESSED THAN THOSE WHO HAVE DIED. “THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION: AS FOR YOUR SEEING A MAN COME UP FROM THE HEART OF THE SEA, THIS IS HE WHOM THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] HAS BEEN KEEPING FOR MANY AGES, WHO WILL HIMSELF DELIVER HIS CREATION, AND HE WILL DIRECT THOSE WHO ARE LEFT. AND AS FOR YOUR SEEING WIND AND FIRE AND A STORM COMING OUT OF HIS MOUTH, AND AS FOR HIS NOT HOLDING A SPEAR OR WEAPON OF WAR, YET DESTROYING THE ONRUSHING MULTITUDE THAT CAME TO CONQUER HIM, THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION: THE DAYS ARE COMING WHEN THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WILL DELIVER THOSE WHO ARE ON THE EARTH. AND BEWILDERMENT OF MIND SHALL COME OVER THOSE WHO INHABIT THE EARTH. THEY SHALL PLAN TO MAKE WAR AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, CITY AGAINST CITY, PLACE AGAINST PLACE, PEOPLE AGAINST PEOPLE, AND KINGDOM AGAINST KINGDOM. WHEN THESE THINGS TAKE PLACE AND THE SIGNS OCCUR THAT I SHOWED YOU BEFORE, THEN MY SON WILL BE REVEALED, WHOM YOU SAW AS A MAN COMING UP FROM THE SEA. “THEN, WHEN ALL THE NATIONS HEAR HIS VOICE, ALL THE NATIONS SHALL LEAVE THEIR OWN LANDS AND THE WARFARE THAT THEY HAVE AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, AND AN INNUMERABLE MULTITUDE SHALL BE GATHERED TOGETHER, AS YOU SAW, WISHING TO COME AND CONQUER HIM. BUT HE SHALL STAND ON THE TOP OF MOUNT ZION. AND ZION SHALL COME AND BE MADE MANIFEST TO ALL PEOPLE, PREPARED AND BUILT, AS YOU SAW THE MOUNTAIN CARVED OUT WITHOUT HANDS. THEN HE, MY SON, WILL REPROVE THE ASSEMBLED NATIONS FOR THEIR UNGODLINESS [SEXUALITY], THIS WAS SYMBOLIZED BY THE STORM, AND WILL REPROACH THEM TO THEIR FACE WITH THEIR EVIL [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS AND THE [SEXUAL] TORMENTS WITH WHICH THEY ARE TO BE TORTURED, WHICH WERE SYMBOLIZED BY THE FLAMES, AND WILL DESTROY THEM WITHOUT EFFORT BY MEANS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, WHICH WAS SYMBOLIZED BY THE FIRE. “AND AS FOR YOUR SEEING HIM GATHER TO HIMSELF ANOTHER MULTITUDE THAT WAS PEACEABLE, THESE ARE THE 9 TRIBES THAT WERE TAKEN AWAY FROM THEIR OWN LAND INTO EXILE IN THE DAYS OF KING HOSHEA, WHOM SHALMANESER, KING OF THE ASSYRIANS, MADE CAPTIVES, HE TOOK THEM ACROSS THE RIVER, AND THEY WERE TAKEN INTO ANOTHER LAND. BUT THEY FORMED THIS PLAN FOR THEMSELVES, THAT THEY WOULD LEAVE THE MULTITUDE OF THE NATIONS AND GO TO A MORE DISTANT REGION, WHERE NO HUMAN BEINGS HAD EVER LIVED, SO THAT THERE AT LEAST THEY MIGHT KEEP THEIR STATUTES THAT THEY HAD NOT KEPT IN THEIR OWN LAND. AND THEY WENT IN BY THE NARROW PASSAGES OF THE EUPHRATES RIVER. FOR AT THAT TIME THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] PERFORMED SIGNS FOR THEM, AND STOPPED THE CHANNELS OF THE RIVER UNTIL THEY HAD CROSSED OVER. THROUGH THAT REGION THERE WAS A LONG WAY TO GO, A JOURNEY OF A YEAR AND A HALF, AND THAT COUNTRY IS CALLED ARZARETH. “THEN THEY LIVED THERE UNTIL THE LAST TIMES, AND NOW, WHEN THEY ARE ABOUT TO COME AGAIN, THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WILL STOP THE CHANNELS OF THE RIVER AGAIN, SO THAT THEY MAY BE ABLE TO CROSS OVER. THEREFORE, YOU, SAW THE MULTITUDE GATHERED TOGETHER IN PEACE. BUT THOSE WHO ARE LEFT OF YOUR PEOPLE, WHO ARE FOUND WITHIN MY HOLY BORDERS, SHALL BE SAVED. THEREFORE, WHEN HE DESTROYS THE MULTITUDE OF THE NATIONS THAT ARE GATHERED TOGETHER, HE WILL DEFEND THE PEOPLE WHO REMAIN. AND THEN HE WILL SHOW THEM VERY MANY WONDERS.” I SAID, “O SOVEREIGN LORD, EXPLAIN THIS TO ME: WHY DID I SEE THE MAN COMING UP FROM THE HEART OF THE SEA?” HE SAID TO ME, “JUST AS NO ONE CAN EXPLORE OR KNOW WHAT IS IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA, SO NO ONE ON EARTH CAN SEE MY SON OR THOSE WHO ARE WITH HIM, EXCEPT IN THE TIME OF HIS DAY. THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM THAT YOU SAW. AND YOU ALONE HAVE BEEN ENLIGHTENED ABOUT THIS, BECAUSE YOU HAVE FORSAKEN YOUR OWN WAYS AND HAVE APPLIED YOURSELF TO MINE, AND HAVE SEARCHED OUT MY [SEXLESS] LAW, FOR YOU HAVE DEVOTED YOUR LIFE TO WISDOM, AND CALLED UNDERSTANDING YOUR MOTHER. THEREFORE, I HAVE SHOWN YOU THESE THINGS, FOR THERE IS A REWARD LAID UP WITH THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. FOR IT WILL BE THAT AFTER THREE MORE DAYS I WILL TELL YOU OTHER THINGS, AND EXPLAIN WEIGHTY AND WONDROUS MATTERS TO YOU.” THEN I GOT UP AND WALKED IN THE FIELD, GIVING GREAT GLORY AND PRAISE TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] FOR THE WONDERS THAT HE DOES FROM TIME TO TIME, AND BECAUSE HE GOVERNS THE TIMES AND WHATEVER THINGS COME TO PASS IN THEIR SEASONS. AND I STAYED THERE THREE DAYS.”
THE 7TH APOCRYPHA VISION OF THE FIVE MEN
THE LORD COMMISSIONS EZRA IN ACTS 7:51-53
IN 2ND ESDRAS 14:1-18 DECLARES, “ON THE THIRD DAY, WHILE I WAS SITTING UNDER AN OAK, SUDDENLY A VOICE CAME OUT OF A BUSH OPPOSITE ME AND SAID, “EZRA, EZRA!” AND I ANSWERED, “HERE I AM, LORD,” AND I ROSE TO MY FEET. THEN HE SAID TO ME, “I REVEALED MYSELF IN A BUSH AND SPOKE TO MOSES WHEN MY PEOPLE WERE IN BONDAGE IN EGYPT, AND I SENT HIM AND LED MY PEOPLE OUT OF EGYPT, AND I LED HIM UP ON MOUNT SINAI, WHERE I KEPT HIM WITH ME MANY DAYS. I TOLD HIM MANY WONDROUS THINGS, AND SHOWED HIM THE [TOP] SECRETS OF THE TIMES AND DECLARED TO HIM THE END OF THE TIMES. THEN I COMMANDED HIM, SAYING, ‘THESE WORDS YOU SHALL PUBLISH OPENLY, AND THESE YOU SHALL KEEP [TOP] SECRET.’ AND NOW I SAY TO YOU: LAY UP IN YOUR HEART THE SIGNS THAT I HAVE SHOWN YOU, THE DREAMS THAT YOU HAVE SEEN, AND THE INTERPRETATIONS THAT YOU HAVE HEARD, FOR YOU SHALL BE TAKEN UP FROM AMONG HUMANKIND, AND HENCEFORTH YOU SHALL LIVE WITH MY SON AND WITH THOSE WHO ARE LIKE YOU, UNTIL THE TIMES ARE ENDED. THE AGE HAS LOST ITS YOUTH, AND THE TIMES BEGIN TO GROW OLD. FOR THE AGE IS DIVIDED INTO TWELVE PARTS, AND NINE OF ITS PARTS HAVE ALREADY PASSED, AS WELL AS HALF OF THE TENTH PART, SO TWO OF ITS PARTS REMAIN, BESIDES HALF OF THE TENTH PART. NOW THEREFORE, SET YOUR HOUSE IN ORDER, AND REPROVE YOUR PEOPLE, COMFORT THE LOWLY AMONG THEM, AND INSTRUCT THOSE THAT ARE WISE. AND NOW RENOUNCE THE LIFE THAT IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE, AND PUT AWAY FROM YOU MORTAL [SEXUAL] THOUGHTS, CAST AWAY FROM YOU THE BURDENS OF HUMANKIND, AND DIVEST YOURSELF NOW OF YOUR WEAK HUMAN NATURE, LAY TO ONE SIDE THE THOUGHTS THAT ARE MOST GRIEVOUS TO YOU, AND HURRY TO ESCAPE FROM THESE TIMES. FOR [SEXUAL] EVILS [IS] WORSE THAN THOSE THAT YOU HAVE NOW SEEN HAPPEN SHALL TAKE PLACE HEREAFTER. FOR THE WEAKER, THE WORLD BECOMES THROUGH OLD AGE, THE MORE SHALL [SEXUAL] EVILS BE INCREASED UPON ITS INHABITANTS. TRUTH SHALL GO FARTHER AWAY, AND FALSEHOOD SHALL COME NEAR. FOR THE EAGLE THAT YOU SAW IN THE VISION IS ALREADY HURRYING TO COME.”
EZRA’S CONCERN TO ETERNALLY RESTORE THE ETERNAL HOLY SCRIPTURES IN ACTS 6:4, 6-7
IN 2ND ESDRAS 13:19-26 DECLARES, “THEN I ANSWERED AND SAID, “LET ME SPEAK IN YOUR [SEXLESS] PRESENCE, LORD. FOR I WILL GO, AS YOU HAVE COMMANDED ME, AND I WILL REPROVE THE PEOPLE WHO ARE NOW LIVING, BUT WHO WILL WARN THOSE WHO WILL BE BORN HEREAFTER? FOR THE WORLD LIES IN DARKNESS, AND ITS INHABITANTS ARE WITHOUT LIGHT. FOR YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW HAS BEEN BURNED, AND SO NO ONE KNOWS THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN DONE OR WILL BE DONE BY YOU. IF THEN I HAVE FOUND FAVOR WITH YOU, SEND THE HOLY SPIRIT [THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH IN JOHN 4:23-24] INTO ME, AND I WILL WRITE EVERYTHING THAT HAS HAPPENED IN THE WORLD FROM THE BEGINNING, THE THINGS THAT WERE WRITTEN IN YOUR [SEXLESS] LAW, SO THAT PEOPLE MAY BE ABLE TO FIND THE PATH, AND THAT THOSE WHO WANT TO LIVE IN THE LAST DAYS MAY DO SO.” HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, “GO AND GATHER THE PEOPLE, AND TELL THEM NOT TO SEEK YOU FOR FORTY DAYS. BUT PREPARE FOR YOURSELF MANY WRITING TABLETS, AND TAKE WITH YOU SAREA, DABRIA, SELEMIA, ETHANUS, AND ASIEL—THESE FIVE [THIS 1 MAN/WOMAN TOGETHER ONLY IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE BY GOING 1 MILE GO TWAIN IS THE 1ST TIME, 2ND TIME & 3RD TIME & 2 POSITIONS MAKING PEACE INTO 1 POSITION IS THE 4TH TIME, 5TH TIME, & 6TH TIME WHICH COMPRISES OF THE 5 MEN/WOMEN TOGETHER IN THE HOUSE [5 IN 1] OF THE ENGLISH ALPHABET FROM THE LETTER A TO THE LETTER Z AT 00.0000% TO 100.0000% IN THE COMPLETION [2ND TIME] OF THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER, EXCLUDING BECAUSE OF LIMITED SEXUAL CORRUPTION [11.1111%], LIMITED HOMOSEXUAL CORRUPTION [11.1111%]& LIMITED INTERRACIAL ABOMINABLE CORRUPTION [11.1111%] (ACTS 5:38) IN THE LETTER X AT 00.0000% TO 33.3333% IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE [1ST TIME] IN THE NUMBER 0 & INCLUDING BECAUSE OF UNLIMITED SEXLESS INCORRUPTION [22.2222%], UNLIMITED SINLESS INCORRUPTION [22.2222%] & UNLIMITED GUILTLESS INCORRUPTION [22.2222%] (ACTS 5:39) IN THE LETTER X AT 66.6666% TO 100.0001% IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE [1ST TIME] IN THE NUMBER 0 AND THIS 1 LORD/LADY TOGETHER ONLY IN THE NEW UNIVERSE BY GOING 1 MILE GO TWAIN IS THE 1ST TIME, 2ND TIME & 3RD TIME & 2 POSITIONS MAKING PEACE INTO 1 POSITION IS THE 4TH TIME, 5TH TIME, & 6TH TIME WHICH COMPRISES OF THE 5 LORDS/LADIES TOGETHER IN THE HOUSE [5 IN 1] OF THE ENGLISH ALPHABET FROM THE LETTER A TO THE LETTER Z AT 00.0000% TO 100.0001% IN THE COMPLETION [2ND TIME] OF THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER, EXCLUDING BECAUSE OF LIMITED PHYSICAL UNCLEANNESS AT [100.0001% ONLY] (ACTS 7:60) WITH NO ETERNAL UNCLEANNESS [00.0000%], NO SPIRITUAL UNCLEANNESS [00.0000%], NO MENTAL UNCLEANNESS [00.0000%] OR NO RITUAL UNCLEANNESS [00.0000%] IN THE LETTER Z [ASLEEP IN ZZZZZZ IN ACTS 7:60] AT 100.0001% ONLY IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE [1ST TIME] IN THE NUMBER 0 & INCLUDING BECAUSE OF UNLIMITED PHYSICAL INCORRUPTION [00.0000% TO 100.0001%] (ACTS 5:39) IN THE LETTER Z [ZION [ZYON] IN ZYZY IN ACTS 7:60] AT 00.0000% TO 100.0001% IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE [1ST TIME] IN THE NUMBER 0, WHO ARE [SKILLFULLY] TRAINED TO WRITE RAPIDLY, AND YOU SHALL COME HERE, AND I WILL LIGHT IN YOUR HEART [WITH] THE LAMP OF UNDERSTANDING, WHICH SHALL NOT BE PUT OUT UNTIL WHAT YOU ARE ABOUT TO WRITE IS FINISHED. AND WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED, SOME THINGS YOU SHALL MAKE PUBLIC, AND SOME YOU SHALL DELIVER IN [TOP] SECRET TO THE WISE, TOMORROW AT THIS HOUR YOU SHALL BEGIN TO WRITE.”
EZRA’S LAST WORDS TO THE LORD’S PEOPLE IN ACTS 7:60
IN 2ND ESDRAS 13:27-36 DECLARES, “THEN I WENT AS HE COMMANDED ME, AND I GATHERED ALL THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, AND SAID, “HEAR THESE WORDS, O ISRAEL. AT FIRST OUR ANCESTORS LIVED AS ALIENS IN EGYPT, AND THEY WERE LIBERATED FROM THERE AND RECEIVED THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF LIFE, WHICH THEY DID NOT KEEP, WHICH YOU ALSO HAVE TRANSGRESSED AFTER THEM. THEN LAND WAS GIVEN TO YOU FOR A POSSESSION IN THE LAND OF ZION, BUT YOU AND YOUR ANCESTORS COMMITTED [SEXUAL] INIQUITY AND DID NOT KEEP THE [SEXLESS] WAYS THAT THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] COMMANDED YOU. AND SINCE HE IS A RIGHTEOUS JUDGE, IN DUE TIME HE TOOK FROM YOU WHAT HE HAD GIVEN. AND NOW YOU ARE HERE, AND YOUR PEOPLE ARE FARTHER IN THE INTERIOR. IF YOU, THEN, WILL RULE OVER YOUR MINDS AND DISCIPLINE YOUR HEARTS, YOU, SHALL BE KEPT ALIVE, AND AFTER DEATH YOU SHALL OBTAIN MERCY. FOR AFTER DEATH THE JUDGMENT WILL COME, WHEN WE SHALL LIVE AGAIN, AND THEN THE NAMES OF THE [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUS SHALL BECOME MANIFEST, AND THE DEEDS OF THE UNGODLY [SEXUAL] SHALL BE DISCLOSED. BUT LET NO ONE COME TO ME NOW, AND LET NO ONE SEEK ME FOR FORTY DAYS.”
THE RESTORATION OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES IN ACTS 6:15-7:56, 59-60
IN 2ND ESDRAS 14:37-47 DECLARES, “SO I TOOK THE FIVE MEN, AS HE COMMANDED ME, AND WE WENT INTO THE FIELD [VINEYARD], AND REMAINED THERE. AND THE NEXT DAY, BEHOLD, A VOICE CALLED ME, SAYING, ESDRAS, OPEN THY MOUTH, AND DRINK THAT I GIVE THEE TO DRINK. THEN OPENED I MY MOUTH, AND, BEHOLD, HE REACHED ME A FULL CUP, WHICH WAS FULL AS IT WERE WITH WATER, BUT THE COLOR OF IT WAS LIKE FIRE. AND I TOOK IT, AND DRANK: AND WHEN I HAD DRUNK OF IT, MY, HEART UTTERED UNDERSTANDING, AND WISDOM GREW IN MY BREAST, FOR MY SPIRIT STRENGTHENED MY MEMORY: AND MY MOUTH WAS OPENED, AND SHUT NO MORE. THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] GAVE UNDERSTANDING UNTO THE FIVE MEN, AND THEY WROTE THE WONDERFUL VISIONS OF THE NIGHT THAT WERE TOLD, WHICH THEY KNEW NOT: AND THEY SAT FORTY DAYS, AND THEY WROTE IN THE DAY, AND AT NIGHT THEY ATE BREAD. AS FOR ME. I SPOKE IN THE DAY, AND I HELD NOT MY TONGUE BY NIGHT. IN FORTY DAYS, THEY WROTE TWO HUNDRED AND FOUR BOOKS [33 BOOKS EACH OF THE 1ST MAN & 2ND MAN, 34 BOOKS EACH OF THE 3RD MAN & 4TH MAN & 70 BOOKS FOR THE 5TH MAN]. AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE FORTY DAYS WERE FILLED, THAT THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] SPOKE, SAYING, THE FIRST THAT THOU HAST WRITTEN PUBLISH OPENLY, THAT THE WORTHY AND UNWORTHY MAY READ IT: BUT KEEP THE SEVENTY [BOOKS] LAST, THAT THOU MAYEST DELIVER THEM ONLY TO SUCH AS BE WISE AMONG THE PEOPLE: FOR IN THEM IS THE SPRING OF UNDERSTANDING, THE FOUNTAIN OF WISDOM, AND THE STREAM OF KNOWLEDGE.” THE LORD GAVE UNDERSTANDING AND VISION UNTO FIVE MEN TO RESTORE THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. THIS IS BECAUSE IN THE MOUTH [1] OF 2 WITNESSES & 3 WITNESSES (5 TOTAL) EVERY WORD, WHICH IS 1 LORD ALONE, THAT IS ETERNALLY ESTABLISHED IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 13:1 AND MATTHEW 18:16. 
THE 8TH APOCRYPHA VISION OF THE TERRIBLE WARFARE
THE LORD’S VENGEANCE AGAINST THE SEXUAL IN ACTS 7:60; 29:2 WITH AN ACTS 30
IN 2ND ESDRAS 15:1-27 DECLARES, “SPEAK IN THE EARS OF MY PEOPLE THE WORDS OF THE PROPHECY THAT I WILL PUT IN YOUR MOUTH, SAYS THE LORD, AND CAUSE THEM TO BE WRITTEN ON PAPER, FOR THEY ARE TRUSTWORTHY AND TRUE. DO NOT FEAR THE [SEXUAL] PLOTS AGAINST YOU, AND DO NOT BE [SEXUALLY] TROUBLED BY THE UNBELIEF OF THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] OPPOSE YOU. FOR ALL UNBELIEVERS [SEXUAL] SHALL DIE IN THEIR UNBELIEF [REVELATION 21:8]. BEWARE, SAYS THE LORD, I AM BRINGING [SEXLESS MESSIANIC] EVILS UPON THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE], THE SWORD AND FAMINE, DEATH AND DESTRUCTION, BECAUSE [SEXUAL] INIQUITY HAS SPREAD THROUGHOUT EVERY LAND, AND THEIR HARMFUL [SEXUAL] DOINGS HAVE REACHED THEIR LIMIT [PROVERBS 6:16-19]. THEREFORE, SAYS THE LORD, I WILL BE SILENT NO LONGER CONCERNING THEIR UNGODLY [SEXUAL] ACTS THAT THEY IMPIOUSLY COMMIT, NEITHER WILL I TOLERATE THEIR WICKED [SEXUAL] PRACTICES. [DIVINELY] INNOCENT AND [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUS BLOOD CRIES OUT TO ME, AND THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS CRY OUT CONTINUALLY. I WILL SURELY AVENGE THEM, SAYS THE LORD, AND WILL RECEIVE TO MYSELF ALL THE INNOCENT [SEXLESS] BLOOD FROM AMONG THEM. SEE, MY PEOPLE ARE BEING LED LIKE A FLOCK TO THE SLAUGHTER, I WILL NOT ALLOW THEM TO LIVE ANY LONGER IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, BUT I WILL BRING THEM OUT WITH A MIGHTY [TERRIBLE] HAND AND WITH AN UPLIFTED [TERRIBLE] ARM, AND WILL STRIKE EGYPT WITH [ETERNAL] PLAGUES, AS BEFORE, AND WILL DESTROY ALL ITS LAND. LET EGYPT MOURN, AND ITS FOUNDATIONS, BECAUSE OF THE [SEXLESS] PLAGUE OF [PHYSICAL] CHASTISEMENT AND [MORAL & CAPITAL] CASTIGATION THAT THE LORD WILL BRING UPON IT. LET THE FARMERS THAT TILL THE GROUND MOURN, BECAUSE THEIR [SEXUAL] SEED SHALL FAIL TO GROW AND THEIR TREES SHALL BE [SEXUALLY] RUINED BY BLIGHT AND HAIL AND BY A TERRIBLE [SEXUAL] TEMPEST. ALAS FOR THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] AND FOR THOSE WHO LIVE IN IT!  FOR THE SWORD AND [SEXUAL] MISERY DRAW NEAR THEM, AND NATION SHALL RISE UP TO FIGHT AGAINST NATION, WITH SWORDS IN THEIR HANDS. FOR THERE SHALL BE [SEXUAL] UNREST AMONG PEOPLE, GROWING [SEXUALLY] STRONG AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, THEY SHALL IN THEIR [SEXUAL] MIGHT HAVE NO RESPECT FOR THEIR KING OR THE CHIEF OF THEIR LEADERS. FOR A PERSON [MAN] WILL [SEXUALLY] DESIRE TO GO INTO A CITY, AND SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO DO SO. BECAUSE OF THEIR [SEXUAL] PRIDE THE CITIES SHALL BE IN [SEXUAL] CONFUSION, THE HOUSES SHALL BE [SEXUALLY] DESTROYED, AND PEOPLE SHALL BE [SEXUALLY] AFRAID. PEOPLE SHALL HAVE NO [SEXLESS] PITY FOR THEIR NEIGHBORS, BUT SHALL MAKE AN [SEXLESS] ASSAULT UPON THEIR HOUSES WITH THE SWORD, AND [SEXLESSLY] PLUNDER THEIR GOODS, BECAUSE OF [SEXUAL] HUNGER FOR BREAD AND BECAUSE OF GREAT [SEXUAL] TRIBULATION. SEE HOW I AM CALLING TOGETHER ALL THE KINGS OF THE EARTH TO TURN TO ME, SAYS GOD, FROM THE RISING SUN AND FROM THE SOUTH, FROM THE EAST AND FROM LEBANON, TO [SEXUALLY] TURN AND [SEXUALLY] REPAY WHAT THEY HAVE GIVEN THEM. JUST AS THEY HAVE DONE TO MY ELECT UNTIL THIS DAY, SO I WILL DO, AND WILL [SEXUALLY] REPAY INTO THEIR BOSOM [IN THE HOUSE IS 10 TIMES OVER EACH BECAUSE OF THE THIEF THAT STEALS OR THE THIEF THAT DOES NOT STEAL IN EXODUS 22:1-15 & IN THE HOUSE IS 10 TIME OVER BECAUSE OF THE LIAR THAT LIES OR THE TRUE THAT TELLS THE TRUTH IN EXODUS 22:1-15 BY THE SEXUAL CURSE/SEXLESS CURSE OR THE SEXUAL BLESSING/SEXLESS BLESSING IN ZECHARIAH 5:1-4]. THUS, SAYS THE LORD GOD: MY [TERRIBLE] RIGHT HAND WILL NOT SPARE THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS, AND MY SWORD WILL NOT [ETERNALLY] CEASE FROM THOSE WHO SHED [SEXLESS] INNOCENT BLOOD ON EARTH. AND A [HOLY SEXLESS] FIRE WENT FORTH FROM HIS [SEXLESS] WRATH [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23], AND [ETERNALLY] CONSUMED THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH & THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS, LIKE BURNT STRAW. ALAS FOR THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] SIN & DO NOT OBSERVE MY [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS, SAYS THE LORD, I WILL NOT [SEXUALLY] SPARE THEM. DEPART, YOU FAITHLESS CHILDREN! DO NOT [SEXUALLY] POLLUTE MY SANCTUARY. FOR GOD KNOWS ALL WHO [SEXUALLY] SIN AGAINST HIM, THEREFORE HE WILL HAND THEM OVER TO DEATH & SLAUGHTER. ALREADY [SEXLESS] CALAMITIES HAVE COME UPON THE WHOLE EARTH, AND YOU SHALL REMAIN IN THEM, GOD WILL NOT DELIVER YOU, BECAUSE YOU HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST HIM.”
A TERRIFYING VISION OF WARFARE IN ACTS 29:2 WITH AN ACTS 30
IN 2ND ESDRAS 15:28-33 DECLARES, “BEHOLD A HORRIBLE VISION, AND THE APPEARANCE THEREOF FROM THE EAST: WHERE THE NATIONS OF THE DRAGONS OF ARABIA SHALL COME OUT WITH MANY CHARIOTS, AND THE MULTITUDE OF THEM SHALL BE CARRIED AS THE WIND UPON EARTH, THAT ALL THEY WHICH HEAR THEM MAY FEAR AND TREMBLE. ALSO, THE CARMANIAN’S RAGING IN WRATH SHALL GO FORTH AS THE WILD BOARS OF THE WOOD, AND WITH GREAT POWER SHALL THEY COME, AND JOIN BATTLE [OR WAR IN 1 POSITION] WITH THEM, AND SHALL WASTE A PORTION OF THE LAND OF THE ASSYRIANS. AND THEN SHALL THE DRAGONS HAVE THE UPPER HAND, REMEMBERING THEIR NATURE, AND IF THEY SHALL TURN THEMSELVES, CONSPIRING TOGETHER IN GREAT POWER TO PERSECUTE THEM, THEN THESE SHALL BE TROUBLED BLED, AND KEEP SILENCE THROUGH THEIR POWER, AND SHALL FLEE. AND FROM THE LAND OF THE ASSYRIANS SHALL THE [SEXUAL] ENEMY BESIEGE THEM, AND CONSUME SOME OF THEM, AND IN THEIR HOST SHALL BE FEAR AND DREAD, AND STRIFE AMONG THEIR KINGS [COLONELS].”
THE JUDGMENT ON BABYLON FOR 400 YEARS [12 HOURS], 10% IS 4,000 YEARS [12 DAYS] & 100% 120,000 YEARS [120 DAYS] IN ACTS 7:6-7, 39-43
IN 2ND ESDRAS 15:34-45 DECLARES, “SEE THE CLOUDS FROM THE EAST, AND FROM THE NORTH TO THE SOUTH! THEIR APPEARANCE IS EXCEEDINGLY THREATENING, FULL OF WRATH AND STORM. THEY SHALL CLASH AGAINST ONE ANOTHER AND SHALL POUR OUT A HEAVY TEMPEST [ACTS 27:13-28:10] ON THE EARTH, AND THEIR OWN TEMPEST [ACTS 27:13-28:10], AND THERE SHALL BE BLOOD FROM THE SWORD AS HIGH AS A HORSE’S BELLY AND A MAN’S THIGH AND A CAMEL’S HOCK. AND THERE SHALL BE FEAR AND GREAT TREMBLING ON THE EARTH, THOSE WHO SEE THAT WRATH SHALL BE HORROR-STRICKEN, AND THEY SHALL BE SEIZED WITH TREMBLING. AFTER THAT, HEAVY STORM CLOUDS SHALL BE STIRRED UP FROM THE SOUTH [USA, NORTH CAROLINA OR MARLBORO, SC], AND FROM THE NORTH [USA, VIRGINIA OR MARLBORO, SC], AND ANOTHER PART FROM THE WEST [USA, WEST VIRGINIA OR COLUMBIA, SC]. BUT THE WINDS FROM THE EAST [USA, SOUTH CAROLINA OR FLORENCE, SC] SHALL PREVAIL OVER THE CLOUD THAT WAS RAISED IN WRATH [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23], AND SHALL DISPEL IT [ACTS 7:51-53, 59, 60], AND THE TEMPEST [ACTS 27:13-28:10] THAT WAS TO CAUSE DESTRUCTION BY THE EAST WIND [USA, SOUTH CAROLINA OR MYRTLE BEACH, SC] SHALL BE DRIVEN VIOLENTLY TOWARD THE SOUTH [USA, GEORGIA OR CHARLESTON, SC] AND WEST [USA, GEORGIA OR COLUMBIA, SC]. GREAT AND MIGHTY CLOUDS, FULL OF WRATH AND TEMPEST [ACTS 27:13-28:10], SHALL RISE AND DESTROY ALL THE EARTH AND ITS INHABITANTS, AND SHALL POUR OUT UPON EVERY HIGH AND LOFTY PLACE A TERRIBLE TEMPEST [ACTS 27:13-28:10], FIRE AND HAIL AND FLYING SWORDS AND FLOODS OF WATER, SO THAT ALL THE FIELDS AND ALL THE STREAMS SHALL BE FILLED WITH THE ABUNDANCE OF THOSE WATERS. THEY SHALL DESTROY CITIES AND WALLS, MOUNTAINS AND HILLS, TREES OF THE FORESTS, AND GRASS OF THE MEADOWS, AND THEIR GRAIN. THEY SHALL GO ON STEADILY TO BABYLON AND BLOT IT OUT. THEY SHALL COME TO IT AND SURROUND IT, THEY SHALL POUR OUT ON IT THE TEMPEST AND ALL ITS FURY, THEN THE DUST AND SMOKE SHALL REACH THE SKY, AND ALL WHO ARE AROUND IT SHALL MOURN FOR IT. AND THOSE WHO SURVIVE SHALL SERVE THOSE WHO HAVE DESTROYED IT.”
THE JUDGMENT ON ASIA FOR 400 YEARS [12 HOURS], 10% IS 4,000 YEARS [12 DAYS] & 100% IS 40,000 YEARS [120 DAYS] IN ACTS 6:8-14; 7:6-7
IN 2ND ESDRAS 15:46-63 DECLARES, “AND YOU, ASIA, WHO SHARE IN THE SPLENDOR OF BABYLON AND THE [SEXUAL] GLORY OF HER PERSON, WOE TO YOU, MISERABLE WRETCH! FOR YOU HAVE MADE YOURSELF LIKE HER, YOU, HAVE DECKED OUT YOUR DAUGHTERS FOR PROSTITUTION TO PLEASE AND GLORY IN YOUR [SEXUAL] LOVERS, WHO HAVE ALWAYS [SEXUALLY] LUSTED AFTER YOU. YOU HAVE IMITATED THAT HATEFUL [ABOMINABLE] ONE IN ALL HER [VILE] DEEDS AND [ENTICING] DEVICES. THEREFORE, GOD SAYS, I WILL SEND [MESSIANIC] EVILS UPON YOU: WIDOWHOOD, POVERTY, FAMINE, SWORD, AND PESTILENCE, BRINGING [SEXUAL] RUIN TO YOUR HOUSES, BRINGING DESTRUCTION AND DEATH. AND THE GLORY OF YOUR STRENGTH SHALL WITHER LIKE A FLOWER WHEN THE HEAT SHALL RISE [FIRE] THAT IS SENT UPON YOU. YOU SHALL BE WEAKENED LIKE A WRETCHED WOMAN WHO IS BEATEN AND WOUNDED, SO THAT YOU CANNOT RECEIVE YOUR MIGHTY [SEXUAL] LOVERS. WOULD I HAVE DEALT WITH YOU SO [SEXUALLY] VIOLENTLY, SAYS THE LORD, IF YOU HAD NOT KILLED MY CHOSEN [SEXLESS] PEOPLE CONTINUALLY, EXULTING AND CLAPPING YOUR HANDS AND TALKING ABOUT THEIR DEATH WHEN YOU WERE [WINE] DRUNK? BEAUTIFY YOUR FACE! THE [ABOMINABLE] REWARD OF A PROSTITUTE IS IN YOUR LAP THEREFORE YOU SHALL RECEIVE YOUR RECOMPENSE. AS YOU WILL DO TO MY CHOSEN [SEXLESS] PEOPLE, SAYS THE LORD, SO GOD WILL DO TO YOU, AND WILL HAND YOU OVER TO ADVERSITIES. YOUR [SEXUAL] CHILDREN SHALL DIE OF HUNGER, AND YOU SHALL FALL BY THE SWORD, YOUR, CITIES SHALL BE WIPED OUT, AND ALL YOUR PEOPLE WHO ARE IN THE OPEN COUNTRY SHALL FALL BY THE SWORD. THOSE WHO ARE IN THE MOUNTAINS AND HIGHLANDS SHALL [SEXUALLY] PERISH OF HUNGER, AND THEY SHALL EAT THEIR OWN FLESH [SHIT] IN HUNGER FOR BREAD AND DRINK THEIR OWN BLOOD [PISS] IN THIRST FOR WATER. UNHAPPY ABOVE ALL OTHERS, YOU, SHALL COME AND SUFFER FRESH [SEXUAL] MISERIES. AS THEY PASS BY, THEY SHALL CRUSH THE HATEFUL [ABOMINABLE] CITY, AND SHALL DESTROY A PART OF YOUR LAND AND ABOLISH A PORTION OF YOUR GLORY, WHEN THEY RETURN FROM DEVASTATED BABYLON. YOU SHALL BE BROKEN DOWN BY THEM LIKE STUBBLE, AND THEY SHALL BE LIKE FIRE TO YOU. THEY SHALL DEVOUR YOU AND YOUR CITIES, YOUR, LAND AND YOUR MOUNTAINS, THEY SHALL BURN WITH FIRE ALL YOUR FORESTS AND YOUR FRUITFUL TREES. THEY SHALL CARRY YOUR CHILDREN AWAY CAPTIVE, PLUNDER [STEAL] YOUR WEALTH, AND [SEXUALLY] MAR THE GLORY OF YOUR COUNTENANCE.”
FURTHER DENUNCIATIONS FORETOLD FOR 400 YEARS [12 HOURS], 10% IS 4,000 YEARS [12 DAYS] & 100% IS 40,000 YEARS [120 DAYS] IN ACTS 7:6-7, 59-60
IN 2ND ESDRAS 16:1-17 DECLARES, “WOE TO YOU, BABYLON AND ASIA! WOE TO YOU, EGYPT AND SYRIA! BIND ON SACKCLOTH AND CLOTH OF GOATS’ HAIR, AND WAIL FOR YOUR CHILDREN, AND LAMENT FOR THEM, FOR YOUR DESTRUCTION IS AT HAND. THE SWORD HAS BEEN SENT UPON YOU, AND WHO IS THERE TO TURN IT BACK? A FIRE HAS BEEN SENT UPON YOU, AND WHO IS THERE TO QUENCH IT? CALAMITIES HAVE BEEN SENT UPON YOU, AND WHO IS THERE TO DRIVE THEM AWAY? CAN ONE DRIVE OFF A HUNGRY LION IN THE FOREST, OR QUENCH A FIRE IN THE STUBBLE ONCE IT HAS STARTED TO BURN? CAN ONE TURN BACK AN ARROW SHOT BY A STRONG ARCHER? THE LORD GOD SENDS [UNHEARD] CALAMITIES, AND WHO WILL DRIVE THEM AWAY? FIRE WILL GO FORTH FROM HIS WRATH [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23], AND WHO IS THERE TO QUENCH IT? HE WILL FLASH LIGHTNING, AND WHO WILL NOT BE AFRAID? HE WILL THUNDER, AND WHO WILL NOT BE TERRIFIED? THE LORD WILL THREATEN, AND WHO WILL NOT BE UTTERLY SHATTERED AT HIS [SEXLESS] PRESENCE? THE EARTH AND ITS FOUNDATIONS QUAKE, THE SEA IS CHURNED UP FROM THE DEPTHS, AND ITS WAVES AND THE FISH WITH THEM SHALL BE TROUBLED AT THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF THE LORD AND THE GLORY OF HIS POWER [AUTHORITY IN ROMANS 13:1-2]. FOR HIS [TERRIBLE] RIGHT HAND THAT BENDS THE BOW IS STRONG, AND HIS [TERRIBLE] ARROWS THAT HE SHOOTS ARE [RAZOR] SHARP AND WHEN THEY ARE SHOT TO THE ENDS OF THE WORLD [1ST FORMER UNIVERSE] WILL NOT MISS ONCE. CALAMITIES ARE SENT FORTH AND SHALL NOT RETURN UNTIL THEY COME OVER THE EARTH. THE FIRE IS KINDLED, AND SHALL NOT BE PUT OUT UNTIL IT CONSUMES THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH. JUST AS AN ARROW SHOT BY A MIGHTY ARCHER DOES NOT RETURN, SO THE CALAMITIES THAT ARE SENT UPON THE EARTH SHALL NOT RETURN. ALAS FOR ME! ALAS FOR ME! WHO WILL DELIVER ME IN THOSE DAYS [ACTS 7:6-7, 24-28, 34-36]?”
THE HORROR OF THE LAST DAYS IN ACTS 7:7, 30-38, 46-56, 59-60; 9:3; 22:6; 26:13; 29:2 WITH AN ACTS 30
IN 2ND ESDRAS 16:18-34 DECLARES, “THE BEGINNING OF SORROWS, WHEN THERE SHALL BE MUCH LAMENTATION, THE BEGINNING OF FAMINE, WHEN MANY SHALL PERISH, THE BEGINNING OF WARS, WHEN THE POWERS SHALL BE TERRIFIED, THE BEGINNING OF CALAMITIES, WHEN ALL SHALL TREMBLE. WHAT SHALL THEY DO, WHEN THE CALAMITIES COME? FAMINE AND PLAGUE, TRIBULATION AND ANGUISH ARE SENT AS [SEXUAL] SCOURGES FOR THE [SEXLESS] CORRECTION OF HUMANKIND. YET FOR ALL THIS THEY WILL NOT TURN FROM THEIR [SEXUAL] INIQUITIES, OR EVER BE MINDFUL OF THE SCOURGES. INDEED, PROVISIONS WILL BE SO CHEAP UPON EARTH THAT PEOPLE WILL IMAGINE THAT PEACE IS ASSURED FOR THEM, AND THEN CALAMITIES SHALL SPRING UP ON THE EARTH, THE SWORD, FAMINE, AND GREAT [SEXUAL] CONFUSION. FOR MANY OF THOSE WHO LIVE ON THE EARTH SHALL [SEXUALLY] PERISH BY FAMINE, AND THOSE WHO SURVIVE THE FAMINE SHALL DIE BY THE SWORD. AND THE DEAD SHALL BE THROWN OUT LIKE DUNG [SHIT], AND THERE SHALL BE NO ONE TO [GAME] CONSOLE [COMFORT IN ACTS 5:33-42; 22:1-21] THEM, FOR THE EARTH SHALL BE LEFT DESOLATE, AND ITS CITIES SHALL BE DEMOLISHED. NO ONE SHALL BE LEFT TO CULTIVATE THE EARTH OR TO SOW IT. THE TREES SHALL BEAR FRUIT, BUT WHO WILL GATHER IT? THE GRAPES SHALL RIPEN, BUT WHO WILL TREAD THEM? FOR IN ALL PLACES THERE SHALL BE GREAT SOLITUDE, A PERSON WILL LONG TO SEE ANOTHER HUMAN BEING, OR EVEN TO HEAR A HUMAN VOICE. FOR TEN SHALL BE LEFT OUT OF A CITY, AND TWO, OUT OF THE FIELD, THOSE WHO HAVE HIDDEN THEMSELVES IN THICK GROVES AND CLEFTS IN THE ROCKS. JUST AS IN AN OLIVE ORCHARD THREE OR FOUR OLIVES MAY BE LEFT ON EVERY TREE, OR JUST AS, WHEN A VINEYARD IS GATHERED, SOME CLUSTERS MAY BE LEFT BY THOSE WHO SEARCH CAREFULLY THROUGH THE VINEYARD, SO IN THOSE DAYS THREE OR FOUR SHALL BE LEFT BY THOSE WHO SEARCH THEIR HOUSES WITH THE SWORD. THE EARTH SHALL BE LEFT DESOLATE, AND ITS FIELDS SHALL BE PLOWED UP, AND ITS ROADS AND ALL ITS PATHS SHALL BRING FORTH THORNS, BECAUSE NO SHEEP WILL GO ALONG THEM. VIRGINS SHALL MOURN BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO BRIDEGROOMS, WOMEN SHALL MOURN BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO HUSBANDS, THEIR DAUGHTERS SHALL MOURN, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO HELP. THEIR BRIDEGROOMS SHALL BE KILLED IN WAR [1 POSITION], AND THEIR HUSBANDS SHALL PERISH OF FAMINE.”
THE LORD’S PEOPLE MUST PREPARE FOR THE ULTIMATE END IN ACTS 29:2 WITH AN ACTS 30
IN 2ND ESDRAS 16:35-50 DECLARES, “LISTEN NOW TO THESE THINGS, AND UNDERSTAND THEM YOU WHO ARE [TRUE] SERVANTS OF THE LORD. THIS IS THE WORD OF THE LORD, RECEIVE IT AND DO NOT DISBELIEVE WHAT THE LORD SAYS. THE CALAMITIES DRAW NEAR, AND ARE NOT DELAYED. JUST AS A PREGNANT WOMAN, IN THE 9TH MONTH WHEN THE TIME OF HER DELIVERY DRAWS NEAR, HAS GREAT [SEXLESS] PAINS AROUND HER WOMB FOR 2 OR 3 HOURS BEFOREHAND, BUT WHEN THE CHILD COMES FORTH FROM THE WOMB, THERE WILL NOT BE A MOMENT’S DELAY, SO THE CALAMITIES WILL NOT DELAY IN COMING UPON THE EARTH, AND THE WORLD WILL GROAN, AND [SEXUAL] PAINS WILL SEIZE IT ON EVERY SIDE. HEAR MY WORDS, O MY PEOPLE, PREPARE FOR BATTLE [1 POSITION], AND IN THE MIDST OF THE CALAMITIES BE LIKE STRANGERS ON THE EARTH. LET THE ONE WHO SELLS BE LIKE ONE WHO WILL FLEE [COWARD], LET THE ONE WHO BUYS BE LIKE ONE WHO WILL LOSE [MONEY, BUT NOT TRUTH], LET THE ONE WHO DOES BUSINESS BE LIKE ONE WHO WILL NOT MAKE A PROFIT [LOSE BUSINESS], AND LET THE ONE WHO BUILDS A HOUSE BE LIKE ONE WHO WILL NOT LIVE IN IT [CONTRACTORS], LET THE ONE WHO SOWS BE LIKE ONE WHO WILL NOT REAP, SO ALSO THE ONE WHO PRUNES THE VINES, LIKE ONE WHO WILL NOT GATHER THE GRAPES, THOSE WHO MARRY, LIKE THOSE WHO WILL HAVE NO CHILDREN [CHILDLESS], AND THOSE WHO DO NOT MARRY, LIKE THOSE WHO ARE WIDOWED. BECAUSE OF THIS, THOSE WHO LABOR, LABOR IN VAIN, FOR STRANGERS SHALL GATHER THEIR FRUITS, AND PLUNDER [STEAL] THEIR GOODS, OVERTHROW THEIR HOUSES, AND TAKE THEIR CHILDREN CAPTIVE, FOR IN CAPTIVITY AND FAMINE THEY WILL PRODUCE THEIR CHILDREN. THOSE WHO CONDUCT BUSINESS, DO SO ONLY TO HAVE IT PLUNDERED [STOLEN], THE MORE THEY ADORN [BY A LOT OF MONEY---MULTI-MILLIONS, MULTI-BILLIONS & MULTI-TRILLIONS] THEIR CITIES, THEIR HOUSES AND POSSESSIONS, AND THEIR PERSONS, THE MORE-ANGRY I WILL BE WITH THEM FOR THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, SAYS THE LORD. JUST AS A RESPECTABLE AND VIRTUOUS WOMAN ABHORS A PROSTITUTE, SO [SEXLESS] RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL ABHOR [SEXUAL] INIQUITY, WHEN SHE [SEXUAL] DECKS HERSELF OUT, AND SHALL [SEXLESSLY] ACCUSE HER TO HER FACE, WHEN HE COMES, WHO WILL [TRULY] DEFEND THE ONE WHO SEARCHES OUT EVERY [SEXUAL] SIN ON EARTH.”
THE SUPREME AUTHORITY & INFINITE WISDOM OF THE LORD IN ROMANS 13:1-2; JAMES 4:12 & ACTS 1:4-7; 5:39; 6:3-8, 10, 14-15, 7:1-56, 59-60; 9:3; 22:6; 26:13; 29:2 WITH AN ACTS 30
IN 2ND ESDRAS 16:51-67 DECLARES, “THEREFORE DO NOT BE LIKE HER OR HER WORKS. FOR IN A VERY SHORT TIME [SEXUAL] INIQUITY WILL BE REMOVED FROM THE EARTH, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS WILL REIGN OVER US. [SEXUAL] SINNERS MUST NOT SAY THAT THEY HAVE NOT [SEXUALLY] SINNED [1ST JOHN 1:8, 10], FOR GOD WILL BURN COALS OF FIRE ON THE HEAD OF EVERYONE WHO SAYS, “I HAVE NOT [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE [THE SEXLESS HOLY] GOD AND HIS [SEXLESS] GLORY.” THE LORD CERTAINLY KNOWS EVERYTHING THAT PEOPLE DO, HE KNOWS THEIR IMAGINATIONS AND THEIR THOUGHTS AND THEIR HEARTS. HE SAID, “LET THE EARTH BE MADE,” AND IT WAS MADE, AND “LET THE HEAVEN BE MADE,” AND IT WAS MADE. AT HIS [SEXLESS] WORD THE STARS WERE FIXED IN THEIR PLACES, AND HE KNOWS THE NUMBER OF THE STARS. HE SEARCHES THE ABYSS AND ITS TREASURES, HE HAS MEASURED THE SEA AND ITS CONTENTS, HE HAS CONFINED THE SEA IN THE MIDST OF THE WATERS, AND BY HIS [SEXLESS] WORD HE HAS SUSPENDED THE EARTH OVER THE WATER. HE HAS SPREAD OUT THE HEAVEN LIKE A DOME AND MADE IT SECURE UPON THE WATERS, HE HAS PUT SPRINGS OF WATER IN THE DESERT, AND POOLS ON THE TOPS OF THE MOUNTAINS, SO AS TO SEND RIVERS FROM THE HEIGHTS TO WATER THE EARTH. HE FORMED HUMAN BEINGS AND PUT A HEART IN THE MIDST OF EACH BODY, AND GAVE EACH PERSON BREATH AND LIFE AND UNDERSTANDING AND THE SPIRIT OF ALMIGHTY GOD [ACTS 17:22-30], WHO SURELY MADE ALL THINGS AND SEARCHES OUT HIDDEN THINGS IN HIDDEN PLACES. HE KNOWS YOUR IMAGINATIONS AND WHAT YOU THINK IN YOUR HEARTS! WOE TO THOSE WHO [SEXUAL] SIN AND WANT TO HIDE THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS! THE LORD WILL STRICTLY EXAMINE ALL THEIR WORKS, AND WILL MAKE A PUBLIC SPECTACLE OF ALL OF YOU. YOU SHALL BE PUT TO SHAME WHEN YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS COME OUT BEFORE OTHERS, AND YOUR OWN [SEXUAL] INIQUITIES SHALL STAND AS YOUR [SEXLESS] ACCUSERS ON THAT DAY. WHAT WILL YOU DO? OR HOW WILL YOU HIDE YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS BEFORE THE [SEXLESS] LORD AND HIS [AWESOME] GLORY? INDEED, GOD IS THE JUDGE [JAMES 4:12], FEAR HIM! CEASE FROM YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS [UN-FUCK YOURSELVES!], AND FORGET [FORSAKE] YOUR [SEXUAL] INIQUITIES, NEVER TO COMMIT THEM AGAIN, SO GOD WILL LEAD YOU FORTH AND DELIVER YOU FROM ALL [SEXUAL] TRIBULATION.”
IMPENDING PERSECUTION OF THE LORD’S PEOPLE FOR 400 YEARS [12 HOURS], 10% IS 4,000 YEARS [12 DAYS] & 100% IS 40,000 YEARS [120 DAYS] IN ACTS 7:6, 18-19, 26-28, 51-53, 59
IN 2ND ESDRAS 16:68-73 DECLARES, “THE BURNING WRATH OF A GREAT MULTITUDE IS KINDLED OVER YOU, THEY SHALL DRAG SOME OF YOU AWAY AND FORCE YOU TO EAT WHAT WAS SACRIFICED TO [SEXUAL] IDOLS [REVELATION 2:12-29]. AND THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] CONSENT [ACTS 8:1] TO EAT SHALL BE HELD IN DERISION AND CONTEMPT, AND SHALL BE TRAMPLED UNDER FOOT. FOR IN MANY PLACES AND IN NEIGHBORING CITIES THERE SHALL BE A GREAT UPRISING AGAINST THOSE WHO [TRULY] FEAR THE LORD. THEY SHALL BE LIKE [INSANE] MANIACS, SPARING NO ONE, BUT PLUNDERING AND DESTROYING THOSE WHO CONTINUE TO [TRULY] FEAR THE LORD. FOR THEY SHALL DESTROY AND PLUNDER THEIR GOODS, AND DRIVE THEM OUT OF HOUSE AND HOME. THEN THE TESTED QUALITY OF MY [SEXLESS] ELECT SHALL BE MANIFEST, LIKE GOLD THAT IS TESTED BY FIRE [REVELATION 3:14-22].”
THE SEXLESS PROMISE OF DIVINE DELIVERANCE FOR 1,200 YEARS [12 HOURS], 10% IS 12,000 YEARS [4 MONTHS] & 100% IS 120,000 YEARS [3.3 YEARS] IN ACTS 7:1-5, 7-17, 20-25, 29-38, 44-56, 59-60
IN 2ND ESDRAS 16:74-78 DECLARES, “LISTEN, MY ELECT [SEXLESS] ONES, SAYS THE LORD, THE [TERRIBLE] DAYS OF TRIBULATION ARE AT HAND, BUT I WILL DELIVER YOU FROM THEM [FLORENCE, SC IN DANIEL 8:14 & ACTS 7:46-50; 17:22-30 AND JERUSALEM, ISRAEL IN REVELATION 20:1-15; 21:1-22:21]. DO NOT FEAR OR DOUBT, FOR GOD IS YOUR [TRUE] GUIDE. YOU WHO KEEP MY [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS AND [SEXLESS] PRECEPTS, SAYS THE LORD GOD, MUST NOT LET YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS WEIGH YOU DOWN, OR YOUR [SEXUAL] INIQUITIES PREVAIL OVER YOU. WOE TO THOSE WHO ARE CHOKED BY THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS AND OVERWHELMED BY THEIR [SEXUAL] INIQUITIES! THEY ARE LIKE A [SEXUAL] FIELD CHOKED WITH UNDERBRUSH AND ITS PATH OVERWHELMED WITH THORNS, SO THAT NO ONE CAN PASS THROUGH. IT IS SHUT OFF AND GIVEN UP TO BE CONSUMED BY [HOLY] FIRE.”
THE ASCENSION OF ISAIAH
CHAPTER 1
AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE TWENTY-SIXTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HEZEDIAH KING OF JUDAH THAT HE CALLED MANASSEH HIS SON. NOW HE WAS HIS ONLY ONE. 2. AND HE CALLED HIM INTO THE PRESENCE OF ISAIAH THE SON OF AMOZ THE PROPHET, AND INTO THE PRESENCE OF JOSAB THE SON OF ISAIAH, IN ORDER TO DELIVER UNTO HIM THE WORDS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH THE KING HIMSELF HAD SEEN: 3. AND OF THE ETERNAL JUDGMENTS AND TORMENTS OF GEHENNA, AND OF THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD, AND OF HIS ANGELS, AND HIS AUTHORITIES AND HIS POWERS. 4. AND THE WORDS OF THE FAITH OF THE BELOVED WHICH HE HIMSELF HAD SEEN IN THE FIFTEENTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN DURING HIS ILLNESS. 5. AND HE DELIVERED UNTO HIM THE WRITTEN WORDS WHICH SAMNAS THE SCRIBE HAD WRITTEN, AND ALSO THOSE WHICH ISAIAH, THE SON OF AMOZ, HAD GIVEN TO HIM, AND ALSO TO THE PROPHETS, THAT THEY MIGHT WRITE AND STORE UP WITH HIM WHAT HE HIMSELF HAD SEEN IN THE KING'S HOUSE REGARDING THE JUDGMENT OF THE ANGELS, AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THIS WORLD, AND REGARDING THE GARMENTS OF THE SAINTS AND THEIR GOING FORTH, AND REGARDING THEIR TRANSFORMATION AND THE PERSECUTION AND ASCENSION OF THE BELOVED. 6. IN THE TWENTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HEZEKIAH, ISAIAH HAD SEEN THE WORDS OF THIS PROPHECY AND HAD DELIVERED THEM TO JOSAB HIS SON. AND WHILST HE (HEZEKIAH) GAVE COMMANDS, JOSAB THE SON OF ISAIAH STANDING BY. 7. ISAIAH SAID TO HEZEKIAH THE KING, BUT NOT IN THE PRESENCE OF MANASSEH ONLY DID HE SAY UNTO HIM: `AS THE LORD LIVETH, AND THE SPIRIT WHICH SPEAKETH IN ME LIVETH, ALL THESE COMMANDS AND THESE WORDS WILL BE MADE OF NONE EFFECT BY MANASSEH THY SON, AND THROUGH THE AGENCY OF HIS HANDS I SHALL DEPART MID THE TORTURE OF MY BODY. 8. AND SAMMAEL MALCHIRA WILL SERVE MANASSEH, AND EXECUTE ALL HIS [SEXUAL] DESIRE, AND HE WILL BECOME A FOLLOWER OF BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON] RATHER THAN OF ME: 9. AND MANY IN JERUSALEM AND IN JUDEA HE WILL CAUSE TO ABANDON THE TRUE FAITH, AND BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON] WILL DWELL IN MANASSEH, AND BY HIS HANDS I SHALL BE SAWN ASUNDER.' 10. AND WHEN HEZEKIAH HEARD THESE WORDS HE WEPT VERY BITTERLY, AND RENT HIS GARMENTS, AND PLACED EARTH UPON HIS HEAD, AND FELL ON HIS FACE. 11. AND ISAIAH SAID UNTO HIM: `THE COUNSEL OF SAMMAEL AGAINST MANASSEH IS CONSUMMATED: NAUGHT WILL AVAIL THEE." 12. AND ON THAT DAY HEZEKIAH RESOLVED IN HIS HEART TO SLAY MANASSEH HIS SON. 13. AND ISAIAH SAID TO HEZEKIAH: `THE BELOVED HATH MADE OF NONE EFFECT THY DESIGN, AND THE PURPOSE OF THY HEART WILL NOT BE ACCOMPLISHED, FOR WITH THIS CALLING HAVE I BEEN CALLED AND I SHALL INHERIT THE HERITAGE OF THE BELOVED.'
CHAPTER 2
AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THAT HEZEKIAH DIED AND MANASSEH BECAME KING, THAT HE DID NOT REMEMBER THE COMMANDS OF HEZEKIAH HIS FATHER, BUT FORGOT THEM, AND SAMMAEL ABODE IN MANASSEH AND CLUNG FAST TO HIM. 2. AND MANASSEH FORSOOK THE SERVICE OF THE GOD OF HIS FATHER, AND HE SERVED SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND HIS ANGELS AND HIS POWERS. 3. AND HE TURNED ASIDE THE HOUSE OF HIS FATHER, WHICH HAD BEEN BEFORE THE FACE OF HEZEKIAH (FROM) THE WORDS OF WISDOM AND FROM THE [SEXLESS] SERVICE OF GOD. 4. AND MANASSEH TURNED ASIDE HIS HEART TO SERVE BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON]; FOR THE ANGEL OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS, WHO IS THE RULER OF THIS WORLD, IS BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON], WHOSE NAME IS MANTANBUCHUS. AND HE DELIGHTED IN JERUSALEM BECAUSE OF MANASSEH, AND HE MADE HIM STRONG IN APOSTATIZING (ISRAEL) AND IN THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS WHICH WERE SPREAD ABROAD IN JERUSALEM. 5. AND WITCHCRAFT AND [FORBIDDEN] MAGIC INCREASED AND DIVINATION AND AUGURATION, AND FORNICATION, A [AND ADULTERY], AND THE PERSECUTION OF THE RIGHTEOUS BY MANASSEH AND [BELACHIRA, AND] TOBIA THE CANAANITE, AND JOHN OF ANATHOTH, AND BY (ZADOK) THE CHIEF OF THE WORKS. 6. AND THE REST OF THE ACTS, BEHOLD THEY ARE WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE KINGS OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL. 7. AND, WHEN ISAIAH, THE SON OF AMOZ, SAW THE [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS WHICH WAS BEING PERPETRATED IN JERUSALEM AND THE [SEXUAL] WORSHIP OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND HIS WANTONNESS, HE WITHDREW FROM JERUSALEM AND SETTLED IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDAH. 8. AND THERE ALSO THERE WAS MUCH [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS, AND WITHDRAWING FROM BETHLEHEM HE SETTLED ON A MOUNTAIN IN A DESERT PLACE. 9. AND MICAIAH THE PROPHET, AND THE AGED ANANIAS, AND JOEL AND HABAKKUK, AND HIS SON JOSAB, AND MANY OF THE FAITHFUL WHO BELIEVED IN THE ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN, WITHDREW AND SETTLED ON THE MOUNTAIN. 10. THEY WERE ALL CLOTHED WITH GARMENTS OF HAIR, AND THEY WERE ALL PROPHETS. AND THEY HAD NOTHING WITH THEM BUT WERE NAKED, AND THEY ALL LAMENTED WITH A GREAT LAMENTATION BECAUSE OF THE GOING ASTRAY OF ISRAEL. 11. AND THESE EAT NOTHING SAVE WILD HERBS WHICH THEY GATHERED ON THE MOUNTAINS, AND HAVING COOKED THEM, THEY LIVED THEREON TOGETHER WITH ISAIAH THE PROPHET. AND THEY SPENT TWO YEARS OF DAYS ON THE MOUNTAINS AND HILLS. 12. AND AFTER THIS, WHILST THEY WERE IN THE DESERT, THERE WAS A CERTAIN MAN IN SAMARIA NAMED BELCHIRA, OF THE FAMILY OF ZEDEKIAH, THE SON OF CHENAAN, A FALSE PROPHET, WHOSE DWELLING WAS IN BETHLEHEM. NOW HEZEKIAH THE SON OF CHANANI, WHO WAS THE BROTHER OF HIS FATHER, AND IN THE DAYS OF AHAB, KING OF ISRAEL, HAD BEEN THE TEACHER OF THE 400. PROPHETS OF BAAL, HAD HIMSELF SMITTEN AND REPROVED MICAIAH THE SON OF AMADA THE PROPHET. 13. AND HE, MICAIAH, HAD BEEN REPROVED BY AHAB AND CAST INTO PRISON. (AND HE WAS) WITH ZEDEKIAH THE PROPHET: THEY WERE WITH AHAZIAH THE SON OF AHAB, KING IN SAMARIA. 14. AND ELIJAH THE PROPHET OF TEBON OF GILEAD WAS REPROVING AHAZIAH AND SAMARIA, AND PROPHESIED REGARDING AHAZIAH THAT HE SHOULD DIE ON HIS BED OF SICKNESS, AND THAT SAMARIA SHOULD BE DELIVERED INTO THE HAD OF LEBA NASR BECAUSE HE HAD SLAIN THE PROPHETS OF GOD. 15. AND WHEN THE FALSE PROPHETS, WHO WERE WITH AHAZIAH THE SON OF AHAB AND THEIR TEACHER JALERJAS OF MOUNT JOEL, HAD HEARD. 16. NOW HE WAS A BROTHER OF ZEDEKIAH - WHEN THEY PERSUADED AHAZIAH THE KING OF AGUARON AND (SLEW) MICAIAH.
CHAPTER 3
AND BELCHIRA RECOGNIZED AND SAW THE PLACE OF ISAIAH AND THE PROPHETS WHO WERE WITH HIM; FOR HE DWELT IN THE REGION OF BETHLEHEM, AND WAS AN ADHERENT OF MANASSEH. AND HE PROPHESIED FALSELY IN JERUSALEM, AND MANY, BELONGING TO JERUSALEM WERE CONFEDERATE WITH HIM, AND HE WAS A SAMARITAN. 2. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN ALAGAR ZAGAR, KING OF ASSYRIA, HAD COME AND CAPTIVE, AND LED THEM AWAY TO THE MOUNTAINS OF THE MEDES AND THE RIVERS OF TAZON; 3. THIS (BELCHIRA), WHILST STILL A YOUTH, HAD ESCAPED AND COME TO JERUSALEM IN THE DAYS OF HEZEKIAH KING OF JUDAH, BUT HE WALKED NOT IN THE WAYS OF HIS FATHER OF SAMARIA; FOR HE FEARED HEZEKIAH. 4. AND HE WAS FOUND IN THE DAYS OF HEZEKIAH SPEAKING WORDS OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS IN JERUSALEM. 5. AND THE SERVANTS OF HEZEKIAH ACCUSED HIM, AND HE MADE HIS ESCAPE TO THE REGION OF BETHLEHEM. AND THEY PERSUADED... 6. AND BELCHIRA ACCUSED ISAIAH AND THE PROPHETS WHO WERE WITH HIM, SAYING: `ISAIAH AND THOSE WHO ARE WITH HIM PROPHESY AGAINST JERUSALEM AND AGAINST THE CITIES OF JUDAH THAT THEY SHALL BE LAID WASTE AND (AGAINST THE CHILDREN OF JUDAH AND) BENJAMIN ALSO THAT THEY SHALL GO INTO CAPTIVITY, AND ALSO AGAINST THEE, O LORD THE KING, THAT THOU SHALT GO (BOUND) WITH HOOKS AND IRON CHAINS': 7. BUT THEY PROPHESY FALSELY AGAINST ISRAEL AND JUDAH. 8. AND ISAIAH HIMSELF HATH SAID: `I SEE MORE THAN MOSES THE PROPHET.' 9. BUT MOSES SAID: `NO MAN CAN SEE GOD AND LIVE'; AND ISAIAH HATH SAID: `I HAVE SEEN GOD AND BEHOLD I LIVE.' 10. KNOW, THEREFORE, O KING, THAT HE IS LYING. AND JERUSALEM ALSO HE HATH CALLED SODOM, AND THE PRINCES OF JUDAH AND JERUSALEM HE HATH DECLARED TO BE THE PEOPLE OF GOMORRAH. AND HE BROUGHT MANY ACCUSATIONS AGAINST ISAIAH AND THE PROPHETS BEFORE MANASSEH. 11. BUT BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON] DWELT IN THE HEART OF MANASSEH AND IN THE HEART OF THE PRINCES OF JUDAH AND BENJAMIN AND OF THE EUNUCHS AND OF THE COUNCILLORS OF THE KING. 12. AND THE WORDS OF BELCHIRA PLEASED HIM [EXCEEDINGLY], AND HE SENT AND SEIZED ISAIAH. 13. FOR BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON] WAS IN GREAT WRATH AGAINST ISAIAH BY REASON OF THE VISION, AND BECAUSE OF THE EXPOSURE WHEREWITH HE HAD EXPOSED SAMMAEL, AND BECAUSE THROUGH HIM THE GOING FORTH OF THE BELOVED FROM THE SEVENTH HEAVEN HAD BEEN MADE KNOWN, AND HIS TRANSFORMATION AND HIS DESCENT AND THE LIKENESS INTO WHICH HE SHOULD BE TRANSFORMED (THAT IS) THE LIKENESS OF MAN, AND THE PERSECUTION WHEREWITH HE SHOULD BE PERSECUTED, AND THE TORTURERS WHEREWITH THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHOULD TORTURE HIM, AND THE COMING OF HIS TWELVE DISCIPLES, AND THE TEACHING, AND THAT HE SHOULD BEFORE THE SABBATH BE CRUCIFIED UPON THE TREE, AND SHOULD BE CRUCIFIED TOGETHER WITH WICKED MEN, AND THAT HE SHOULD BE BURIED IN THE SEPULCHER, 14. AND THE TWELVE WHO WERE WITH HIM SHOULD BE OFFENDED BECAUSE OF HIM: AND THE WATCH OF THOSE WHO WATCHED THE SEPULCHER: 15. AND THE DESCENT OF THE ANGEL OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, WHICH IS IN THE HEAVENS, WHOM HE WILL SUMMON IN THE LAST DAYS. 16. AND THAT (GABRIEL) THE ANGEL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND MICHAEL, THE CHIEF OF THE HOLY ANGELS, ON THE THIRD DAY WILL OPEN THE SEPULCHER: 17. AND THE BELOVED SITTING ON THEIR SHOULDERS WILL COME FORTH AND SEND OUT HIS TWELVE DISCIPLES; 18. AND THEY WILL TEACH ALL THE NATIONS AND EVERY TONGUE OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE BELOVED, AND THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIS CROSS WILL BE SAVED, AND IN HIS ASCENSION INTO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN WHENCE HE CAME: 19. AND THAT MANY WHO BELIEVE IN HIM WILL SPEAK THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT: 20. AND MANY SIGNS AND WONDERS WILL BE WROUGHT IN THOSE DAYS. 21. AND AFTERWARDS, ON THE EVE OF HIS APPROACH, HIS DISCIPLES WILL FORSAKE THE TEACHINGS OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES, AND THEIR FAITH, AND THEIR [SEXLESS] LOVE AND THEIR PURITY. 22. AND THERE WILL BE MUCH CONTENTION ON THE EVE OF [HIS ADVENT AND] HIS APPROACH. 23. AND IN THOSE DAYS MANY WILL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE OFFICE, THOUGH DEVOID OF WISDOM. 24. AND THERE WILL BE MANY LAWLESS [SEXUAL] ELDERS, AND [SEXUAL] SHEPHERDS DEALING WRONGLY BY THEIR OWN SHEEP, AND THEY WILL RAVAGE (THEM) OWING TO THEIR NOT HAVING HOLY SHEPHERDS. 25. AND MANY WILL CHANGE THE HONOR OF THE GARMENTS OF THE SAINTS FOR THE GARMENTS OF THE COVETOUS, AND THERE WILL BE MUCH RESPECT OF PERSONS [LUKE 16-15-16] IN THOSE DAYS AND [SEXUAL] LOVERS OF THE HONOR OF THIS WORLD. 26. AND THERE WILL BE MUCH SLANDER AND VAINGLORY AT THE [SEXLESS] APPROACH OF THE LORD, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL WITHDRAW FROM MANY. 27. AND THERE WILL NOT BE IN THOSE DAYS MANY PROPHETS, NOR THOSE WHO SPEAK TRUSTWORTHY WORDS, SAVE ONE HERE AND THERE IN DIVERS PLACES, 28. ON ACCOUNT OF THE SPIRIT OF [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] AND FORNICATION AND OF VAINGLORY, AND OF COVETOUSNESS, WHICH SHALL BE IN THOSE, WHO WILL BE CALLED SERVANTS OF THAT ONE AND IN THOSE WHO WILL RECEIVE THAT ONE. 29. AND THERE WILL BE GREAT HATRED IN THE SHEPHERDS AND ELDERS TOWARDS EACH OTHER. 30. FOR THERE WILL BE GREAT JEALOUSY IN THE LAST DAYS; FOR EVERY ONE WILL SAY WHAT IS PLEASING IN HIS OWN EYES. 31. AND THEY WILL MAKE OF NONE EFFECT THE PROPHECY OF THE PROPHETS WHICH WERE BEFORE ME, AND THESE MY VISIONS ALSO WILL THEY MAKE OF NONE EFFECT, IN ORDER TO SPEAK AFTER THE IMPULSE OF THEIR OWN HEARTS.
CHAPTER 4
AND NOW HEZEKIAH AND JOSAB MY SON, THESE ARE THE DAYS OF THE COMPLETION OF THE WORLD. 2. AFTER IT IS CONSUMMATED, BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON] THE GREAT RULER, THE KING OF THIS WORLD, WILL DESCEND, WHO HATH RULED IT SINCE IT CAME INTO BEING; YEA, HE WILL DESCENT FROM HIS FIRMAMENT IN THE LIKENESS OF A MAN, A LAWLESS [SEXUAL] KING, THE SLAYER OF HIS MOTHER: WHO HIMSELF (EVEN) THIS KING. 3. WILL PERSECUTE THE PLANT WHICH THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE BELOVED HAVE PLANTED. OF THE TWELVE ONE WILL BE DELIVERED INTO HIS HANDS. 4. THIS RULER IN THE FORM OF THAT KING WILL COME AND THERE WILL COME AND THERE WILL COME WITH HIM ALL THE POWERS OF THIS WORLD, AND THEY WILL HEARKEN UNTO HIM IN ALL THAT HE [SEXUALLY] DESIRES. 5. AND AT HIS WORD THE SUN WILL RISE AT NIGHT AND HE WILL MAKE THE MOON TO APPEAR AT THE SIXTH HOUR. 6. AND ALL THAT HE HATH [SEXUALLY] DESIRED HE WILL DO IN THE WORLD: HE WILL DO AND SPEAK LIKE THE BELOVED AND HE WILL SAY: "I AM GOD AND BEFORE ME THERE HAS BEEN NONE." 7. AND ALL THE PEOPLE IN THE WORLD WILL BELIEVE IN HIM. 8. AND THEY WILL SACRIFICE TO HIM AND THEY WILL SERVE HIM SAYING: "THIS IS GOD AND BESIDE HIM THERE IS NO OTHER." 9. AND THEY GREATER NUMBER OF THOSE WHO SHALL HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED TOGETHER IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THE BELOVED, HE WILL TURN ASIDE AFTER HIM. 10. AND THERE WILL BE THE POWER OF HIS MIRACLES IN EVERY CITY AND REGION. 11. AND HE WILL SET UP HIS [SEXUAL] IMAGE BEFORE HIM IN EVERY CITY. 12. AND HE SHALL BEAR SWAY THREE YEARS AND SEVEN MONTHS AND TWENTY-SEVEN DAYS. 13. AND MANY BELIEVERS AND SAINTS HAVING SEEN HIM FOR WHOM THEY WERE HOPING, WHO WAS CRUCIFIED, JESUS THE LORD CHRIST, [AFTER THAT I, ISAIAH, HAD SEEN HIM WHO WAS CRUCIFIED AND ASCENDED] AND THOSE ALSO WHO WERE BELIEVERS IN HIM - OF THESE FEW IN THOSE DAYS WILL BE LEFT AS HIS SERVANTS, WHILE THEY FLEE FROM DESERT TO DESERT, AWAITING THE COMING OF THE BELOVED. 14. AND AFTER (ONE THOUSAND) THREE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-TWO DAYS THE LORD WILL COME WITH HIS ANGELS AND WITH THE ARMIES OF THE HOLY ONES FROM THE SEVENTH HEAVEN WITH THE GLORY OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, AND HE WILL DRAG BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON] INTO GEHENNA AND ALSO HIS ARMIES. 15. AND HE WILL GIVE REST OF THE GODLY WHOM HE SHALL FIND IN THE BODY IN THIS WORLD, [AND THE SUN WILL BE ASHAMED]: 16. AND TO ALL WHO BECAUSE OF (THEIR) FAITH IN HIM HAVE EXECRATED BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON] AND HIS KINGS. BUT THE SAINTS WILL COME WITH THE LORD WITH THEIR GARMENTS WHICH ARE (NOW) STORED UP ON HIGH IN THE SEVENTH HEAVEN: WITH THE LORD THEY WILL COME, WHOSE SPIRITS ARE CLOTHED, THEY WILL DESCEND AND BE PRESENT IN THE WORLD, AND HE WILL STRENGTHEN THOSE, WHO HAVE BEEN FOUND IN THE BODY, TOGETHER WITH THE SAINTS, IN THE GARMENTS OF THE SAINTS, AND THE LORD WILL MINISTER TO THOSE WHO HAVE KEPT WATCH IN THIS WORLD. 17. AND AFTERWARDS THEY WILL TURN THEMSELVES UPWARD IN THEIR GARMENTS, AND THEIR BODY WILL BE LEFT IN THE WORLD. 18. THEN THE VOICE OF THE BELOVED WILL IN WRATH REBUKE THE THINGS OF HEAVEN AND THE THINGS OF EARTH AND THE THINGS OF EARTH AND THE MOUNTAINS AND THE HILLS AND THE CITIES AND THE DESERT AND THE FORESTS AND THE ANGEL OF THE SUN AND THAT OF THE MOON, AND ALL THINGS WHEREIN BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON] MANIFESTED HIMSELF AND ACTED OPENLY IN THIS WORLD, AND THERE WILL BE [A RESURRECTION AND] A JUDGMENT IN THEIR MIDST IN THOSE DAYS, AND THE BELOVED WILL CAUSE FIRE TO GO FORTH FROM HIM, AND IT WILL CONSUME ALL THE GODLESS [ATHEISTIC], AND THEY WILL BE AS THOUGH THEY HAD NOT BEEN CREATED. 19. AND THE REST OF THE WORDS OF THE VISION IS WRITTEN IN THE VISION OF BABYLON. 20. AND THE REST OF THE VISION REGARDING THE LORD, BEHOLD, IT IS WRITTEN IN THREE PARABLES ACCORDING TO MY WORDS WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN THE BOOK WHICH I PUBLICLY PROPHESIED. 21. AND THE DESCENT OF THE BELOVED INTO SHEOL, BEHOLD, IT IS WRITTEN IN THE SECTION, WHERE THE LORD SAYS: "BEHOLD MY SON WILL UNDERSTAND." AND ALL THESE THINGS, BEHOLD THEY ARE WRITTEN [IN THE PSALMS] IN THE PARABLES OF DAVID, THE SON OF JESSE, AND IN THE PROVERBS OF SOLOMON HIS SON, AND IN THE WORDS OF KORAH, AND ETHAN THE ISRAELITE, AND IN THE WORDS OF ASAPH, AND IN THE REST OF THE PSALMS ALSO WHICH THE ANGEL OF THE SPIRIT INSPIRED. 22. (NAMELY) IN THOSE WHICH HAVE NOT THE NAME WRITTEN, AND IN THE WORDS OF MY FATHER AMOS, AND OF HOSEA THE PROPHET, AND OF MICAH AND JOEL AND NAHUM AND JONAH AND OBADIAH AND HABAKKUK AND HAGGAI AND MALACHI, AND IN THE WORDS OF JOSEPH THE JUST AND IN THE WORDS OF DANIEL.
CHAPTER 5
ON ACCOUNT OF THESE VISIONS, THEREFORE, BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON] WAS WROTH WITH ISAIAH, AND HE DWELT IN THE HEART OF MANASSEH AND HE SAWED HIM IN SUNDER WITH A WOODEN SAW. 2. AND WHEN ISAIAH WAS BEING SAWN IN SUNDER, BELCHIRA STOOD UP, ACCUSING HIM, AND ALL THE FALSE PROPHETS STOOD UP, LAUGHING AND REJOICING BECAUSE OF ISAIAH. 3. AND BELCHIRA, WITH THE AID OF MECHEMBECHUS, STOOD UP BEFORE ISAIAH, [LAUGHING] DERIDING; 4. AND BELCHIRA SAID TO ISAIAH: 'SAY, "I HAVE LIED IN ALL THAT I HAVE SPOKEN, AND LIKEWISE THE WAYS OF MANASSEH ARE GOOD AND RIGHT. 5. AND THE WAYS ALSO OF BELCHIRA AND OF HIS ASSOCIATES ARE GOOD." 6. AND THIS HE SAID TO HIM WHEN HE BEGAN TO BE SAWN IN SUNDER. 7. BUT ISAIAH WAS (ABSORBED) IN A VISION OF THE LORD, AND THOUGH HIS EYES WERE OPEN, HE SAW THEM (NOT). 8. AND BELCHIRA SPAKE THUS TO ISAIAH: "SAY WHAT I SAY UNTO THEE AND I WILL TURN THEIR HEARTS, AND I WILL COMPEL MANASSEH AND THE PRINCES OF JUDAH AND THE PEOPLE AND ALL JERUSALEM TO REVERENCE THEE. 9. AND ISAIAH ANSWERED AND SAID: "SO FAR AS I HAVE UTTERANCE (I SAY): DAMNED AND ACCUSED BE THOU AND ALL THEY, POWERS AND ALL THY HOUSE. 10. FOR THOU CANST NOT TAKE (FROM ME) AUGHT SAVE THE SKIN OF MY BODY." 11. AND THEY SEIZED AND SAWED IN SUNDER ISAIAH, THE SON OF AMOZ, WITH A WOODEN SAW. 12. AND MANASSEH AND BELCHIRA AND THE FALSE PROPHETS AND THE PRINCES AND THE PEOPLE [AND] ALL STOOD LOOKING ON. 13. AND TO THE PROPHETS WHO WERE WITH HIM HE SAID BEFORE HE HAD BEEN SAWN IN SUNDER: "GO YE TO THE REGION OF TYRE AND SIDON; FOR FOR ME ONLY HATH GOD MINGLED THE CUP." 14. AND WHEN ISAIAH WAS BEING SAWN IN SUNDER, HE NEITHER CRIED ALOUD NOR WEPT, BUT HIS LIPS SPOKE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT UNTIL HE WAS SAWN IN TWAIN. 15. THIS, BELIAR [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL KNOWN AS LUCIFER & VICTORIA THE GREAT WITCH & BABYLON] DID TO ISAIAH THROUGH BELCHIRA AND MANASSEH; FOR SAMMAEL WAS VERY WRATHFUL AGAINST ISAIAH FROM THE DAYS OF HEZEKIAH, KING OF JUDAH, ON ACCOUNT OF THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD SEEN REGARDING THE BELOVED. 16. AND ON ACCOUNT OF THE DESTRUCTION OF SAMMAEL, WHICH HE HAD SEEN THROUGH THE LORD, WHILE HEZEKIAH HIS FATHER WAS STILL KING. AND HE DID ACCORDING TO THE [SEXUAL] WILL OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA].
CHAPTER 6
THE VISION WHICH ISAIAH THE SON OF AMOZ SAW: IN THE TWENTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HEZEKIAH, KING OF JUDAH, CAME ISAIAH THE SON OF AMOZ, AND JOSAB THE SON OF ISAIAH TO HEZEKIAH TO JERUSALEM FROM GALGALA. 2. AND (HAVING ENTERED) HE SAT DOWN ON THE COUCH OF THE KING, AND THEY BROUGHT HIM A SEAT, BUT HE WOULD NOT SIT (THEREON). 3. AND WHEN ISAIAH BEGAN TO SPEAK THE WORDS OF FAITH AND TRUTH WITH KING HEZEKIAH, ALL THE PRINCES OF ISRAEL WERE SEATED AND THE EUNUCHS AND THE COUNCILLORS OF THE KING. AND THERE WERE THERE FORTY PROPHETS AND SONS OF THE PROPHETS: THEY HAD COME FROM THE VILLAGES AND FROM THE MOUNTAINS AND THE PLAINS WHEN THEY HAD HEARD THAT ISAIAH WAS COMING FROM GALGALA TO HEZEKIAH. 4. AND THEY HAD COME TO SALUTE HIM AND TO HEAR HIS WORDS. 5. AND THAT HE MIGHT PLACE HIS HANDS UPON THEM, AND THAT THEY MIGHT PROPHESY AND THAT HE MIGHT HEAR THEIR PROPHECY: AND THEY WERE ALL BEFORE ISAIAH. 6. AND WHEN ISAIAH WAS SPEAKING TO HEZEKIAH THE WORDS OF TRUTH AND FAITH, THEY ALL HEARD A DOOR WHICH ONE HAD OPENED AND THE VOICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 7. AND THE KING SUMMONED ALL THE PROPHETS AND ALL THE PEOPLE WHO WERE FOUND THERE, AND THEY CAME. AND MACAIAH AND THE AGED ANANIAS AND JOEL AND JOSAB SAT ON HIS RIGHT HAND (AND ON THE LEFT). 8. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THEY HAD ALL HEARD THE VOICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THEY ALL WORSHIPPED ON THEIR KNEES, AND GLORIFIED THE GOD OF TRUTH, THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WHO IS IN THE UPPER WORLD AND WHO SITS ON HIGH THE HOLY ONE AND WHO REST AMONG HIS HOLY ONES. 9. AND THEY GAVE GLORY TO HIM WHO HAD THUS BESTOWED A DOOR IN AN ALIEN WORLD HAD BESTOWED (IT) ON A MAN. 10. AND AS HE WAS SPEAKING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE HEARING OF ALL, HE BECAME SILENT AND HIS MIND WAS TAKEN UP FROM HIM AND HE SAW NOT THE MEN THAT STOOD BEFORE HIM. 11. THOUGH HIS EYES INDEED WERE OPEN. MOREOVER, HIS LIPS WERE SILENT AND THE MIND IN HIS BODY WAS TAKEN UP FROM HIM. 12. BUT HIS BREATH WAS IN HIM; FOR HE WAS SEEING A VISION. 13. AND THE ANGEL WHO WAS SENT TO MAKE HIM SEE WAS NOT OF THIS FIRMAMENT, NOR WAS HE OF THE ANGELS OF GLORY OF THIS WORLD, BUT HE HAD COME FROM THE SEVENTH HEAVEN. 14. AND THE PEOPLE WHO STOOD NEAR DID (NOT) THINK, BUT THE CIRCLE OF THE PROPHETS (DID), THAT THE HOLY ISAIAH HAD BEEN TAKEN UP. 15. AND THE VISION WHICH THE HOLY ISAIAH SAW WAS NOT FROM THIS WORLD BUT FROM THE WORLD WHICH IS HIDDEN FROM THE FLESH. 16. AND AFTER ISAIAH HAD SEEN THIS VISION, HE NARRATED IT TO HEZEKIAH, AND TO JOSAB HIS SON AND TO THE OTHER PROPHETS WHO HAD COME. 17. BUT THE LEADERS AND THE EUNUCHS AND THE PEOPLE DID NOT HEAR, BUT ONLY SAMNA THE SCRIBE, AND IJOAQEM, AND ASAPH THE RECORDER; FOR THESE ALSO WERE DOERS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THE SWEET SMELL OF THE SPIRIT WAS UPON THEM. BUT THE PEOPLE HAD NOT HEARD; FOR MICAIAH AND JOSAB HIS SON HAD CAUSED THEM TO GO FORTH, WHEN THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD HAD BEEN TAKEN FORM HIM AND HE BECAME AS ONE DEAD.
CHAPTER 7
AND THE VISION WHICH ISAIAH SAW, HE TOLD TO HEZEKIAH AND JOSAB HIS SON AND MICAIAH AND THE REST OF THE PROPHETS, (AND) SAID: 2. AT THIS MOMENT, WHEN I PROPHESIED ACCORDING TO THE (WORDS) HEARD WHICH YE HEARD, I SAW A GLORIOUS ANGEL NOT LIKE UNTO THE GLORY OF THE ANGELS WHICH I USED ALWAYS TO SEE, BUT POSSESSING SUCH GLORY AD POSITION THAT I CANNOT DESCRIBE THE GLORY OF THAT ANGEL. 3. AND HAVING SEIZED ME BY MY HAND HE RAISED ME ON HIGH, AND I SAID UNTO HIM: "WHO ART THOU, AND WHAT IS THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND WHITHER ART THOU RAISING ME ON HIGH? FOR STRENGTH WAS GIVEN ME TO SPEAK WITH HIM." 4. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: "WHEN I HAVE RAISED THEE ON HIGH [THOUGH THE (VARIOUS) DEGREES] AND MADE THEE SEE THE VISION, ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH I HAVE BEEN SENT, THEN THOU WILT UNDERSTAND WHO I AM: BUT MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THOU DOST NOT KNOW. 5. BECAUSE THOU WILT RETURN INTO THIS THY BODY, BUT WHITHER I AM RAISING THEE ON HIGH, THOU WILT SEE; FOR FOR THIS PURPOSE HAVE I BEEN SENT." 6. AND I REJOICED BECAUSE HE SPOKE COURTEOUSLY TO ME. 7. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: "HAST THOU REJOICED BECAUSE I HAVE SPOKEN COURTEOUSLY TO THEE?" AND HE SAID: "AND THOU WILT SEE HOW A GRATER ALSO THAT I AM WILL SPEAK COURTEOUSLY AND PEACEABLY WITH THEE." 8. AND HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] ALSO WHO IS GREATER THOU WILT SEE; FOR FOR THIS PURPOSE HAVE I BEEN SENT FROM THE SEVENTH HEAVEN IN ORDER TO EXPLAIN ALL THESE THINGS UNTO THEE." 9. AND WE ASCENDED TO THE FIRMAMENT, I AND HE, AND THERE I SAW SAMMAEL AND HIS HOSTS, AND THERE WAS GREAT FIGHTING THEREIN AND THE [DIABOLIC] ANGELS OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WERE ENVYING ONE ANOTHER. 10. AND AS ABOVE SO ON THE EARTH ALSO; FOR THE LIKENESS OF THAT WHICH IS IN THE FIRMAMENT IS HERE ON THE EARTH. 11. AND I SAID UNTO THE ANGEL (WHO WAS WITH ME): "(WHAT IS THIS WAR AND) WHAT IS THIS ENVYING?" 12. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: "SO HAS IT BEEN SINCE THIS WORLD WAS MADE UNTIL NOW, AND THIS WAR (WILL CONTINUE) TILL HE, WHOM THOU SHALT SEE WILL COME AND DESTROY HIM." 13. AND AFTERWARDS HE CAUSED ME TO ASCEND (TO THAT WHICH IS) ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT: WHICH IS THE (FIRST) HEAVEN. 14. AND THERE I SAW A THRONE IN THE MIDST, AND ON HIS RIGHT AND ON HIS LEFT WERE ANGELS. 15. AND (THE ANGELS ON THE LEFT WERE) NOT LIKE UNTO THE ANGELS WHO STOOD ON THE RIGHT, BUT THOSE WHO STOOD ON THE RIGHT HAD THE GREATER GLORY, AND THEY ALL PRAISED WITH ONE VOICE, AND THERE WAS A THRONE IN THE MIDST, AND THOSE WHO WERE OUT HE LEFT GAVE PRAISE AFTER THEM; BUT THEIR VOICE WAS NOT SUCH AS THE VOICE OF THOSE ON THE RIGHT, NOR THEIR PRAISE LIKE THE PRAISE OF THOSE. 16. AND I ASKED THE ANGEL WHO CONDUCTED ME, AND I SAID UNTO HIM: "TO WHOM IS THIS PRAISE SENT?" 17. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: "(IT IS SENT) TO THE PRAISE OF (HIM WHO SITTETH IN) THE SEVENTH HEAVEN: TO HIM WHO RESTS IN THE HOLY WORLD, AND TO HIS BELOVED, WHENCE I HAVE BEEN SENT TO THEE. [THITHER IS IT SENT.]" 18. AND AGAIN, HE MADE ME TO ASCEND TO THE SECOND HEAVEN. NOW THE HEIGHT OF THAT HEAVEN IS THE SAME AS FROM THE HAVEN TO THE EARTH [AND TO THE FIRMAMENT]. 19. AND (I SAW THERE, AS) IN THE FIRST HEAVEN, ANGELS ON THE RIGHT AND ON THE LEFT, AND A THRONE IN THE MIDST, AND THE PRAISE OF THE ANGELS IN THE SECOND HEAVEN; AND HE WHO SAT ON THE THRONE IN THE SECOND HEAVEN WAS MORE GLORIOUS THAN ALL (THE REST). 20. AND THERE WAS GREAT GLORY IN THE SECOND HEAVEN, AND THE PRAISE ALSO WAS NOT LIKE THE PRAISE OF THOSE WHO WERE IN THE FIRST HEAVEN. 21. AND I FELL ON MY FACE TO WORSHIP HIM, BUT HE ANGEL WHO CONDUCTED ME DID NOT PERMIT ME, BUT SAID UNTO ME: "WORSHIP NEITHER THRONE NOR ANGEL WHICH BELONGS TO THE SIX HEAVENS - FOR FOR THIS CAUSE, I WAS SENT TO CONDUCT THEE J- UNTIL I TELL THEE IN THE SEVENTH HEAVEN. 22. FOR ABOVE ALL THE HEAVENS AND THEIR ANGELS, HAS THY THRONE BEEN PLACED, AND THY GARMENTS AND THY CROWN WHICH THOU SHALT SEE." 23. AND I REJOICED WITH GREAT JOY, THAT THOSE WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] AND HIS BELOVED WILL AFTERWARDS ASCEND THITHER BY THE ANGEL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 24. AND HE, RAISE ME TO THE THIRD HEAVEN, AND IN LIKE MANNER I SAW THOSE UPON THE RIGHT AND UPON THE LEFT, AND THERE WAS A THRONE THERE IN THE MIDST; BUT THE MEMORIAL OF THIS WORLD IS THERE UNHEARD OF. 25. AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL WHO WAS WITH ME; FOR THE GLORY OF MY APPEARANCE WAS UNDERGOING TRANSFORMATION AS I ASCENDED TO EACH HEAVEN IN TURN: "NOTHING OF THE VANITY OF THAT WORLD IS HERE NAMED." 26. AND HE ANSWERED ME, AND SAID UNTO ME: "NOTHING IS NAMED ON ACCOUNT OF ITS WEAKNESS, AND NOTHING IS HIDDEN THERE OF WHAT IS DONE." 27. AND I WISHED TO LEARN, HOW IT IS KNOW [N], AND HE ANSWERED ME SAYING: "WHEN I HAVE RAISED THEE TO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN WHENCE I WAS SENT, TO THAT WHICH IS ABOVE THESE, THEN THOU SHALT KNOW THAT THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN FROM THE THRONES AND FROM THOSE WHO DWELL IN THE HEAVENS AND FROM THE ANGELS. AND THE PRAISE WHEREWITH THEY PRAISED AND GLORY OF HIM WHO SAT ON THE THRONE WAS GREAT, AND THE GLORY OF THE ANGELS ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON THE LEFT WAS BEYOND THAT OF THE HEAVEN WHICH WAS BELOW THEM. 28. AND AGAIN HE RAISED ME TO THE FOURTH HEAVEN, AND THE HEIGHT FROM THE THIRD TO THE HEIGHT FROM THE THIRD TO THE FORTH HEAVEN WAS GREATER THAN FROM THE EARTH TO THE FIRMAMENT. 29. AND THERE AGAIN I SAW THOSE WHO WERE ON THE RIGHT HAND AND THOSE WHO WERE ON THE LEFT, AND HIM WHO SAT ON THE THRONE WAS IN THE MIDST, AND THERE ALSO THEY WERE PRAISING. 30. AND THE PRAISE AND GLORY OF THE ANGELS ON THE RIGHT WAS GREATER THAN THAT OF THOSE ON THE LEFT. 31. AND AGAIN THE GLORY OF HIM WHO SAT ON THE THRONE WAS GREATER THAN THAT OF THE ANGELS ON THE RIGHT, AND THEIR GLORY WAS BEYOND THAT OF THOSE WHO WERE BELOW. 32. AND HE RAISED ME TO THE FIFTH HEAVEN. 33. AND AGAIN I SAW THOSE UPON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON THE LEFT, AND HIM WHO SAT ON THE THRONE POSSESSING GREATER GLORY THAT THOSE OF THE FORTH HEAVEN. 34. AND THE GLORY OF THOSE ON THE RIGHT HAND WAS GREATER THAN THAT OF THOSE ON THE LEFT [FROM THE THIRD TO THE FOURTH]. 35. AND THE GLORY OF HIM WHO WAS ON THE THRONE WAS GREATER THAN THAT OF THE ANGELS ON THE RIGHT HAND. 36. AND THEIR PRAISE WAS MORE GLORIOUS THAN THAT OF THE FOURTH HEAVEN. 37. AND I PRAISED HIM, WHO IS NOT NAMED AND THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN WHO DWELLETH IN THE HEAVENS, WHOSE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS NOT KNOWN TO ANY FLESH, WHO HAS BESTOWED SUCH GLORY ON THE SEVERAL HEAVES, AND WHO MAKES GREAT THE GLORY OF THE ANGELS, AND MORE EXCELLENT THE GLORY OF HIM WHO SITTETH ON THE THRONE.
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AND AGAIN, HE RAISED ME INTO THE AIR OF THE SIXTH HEAVEN, AND I SAW SUCH GLORY AS I HAD NOT SEEN IN THE FIVE HEAVENS. 2. FOR I SAW ANGELS POSSESSING GREAT GLORY. 3. AND THE PRAISE THERE WAS HOLY AND WONDERFUL. 4. AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL WHO CONDUCTED ME: "WHAT IS THIS WHICH I SEE, MY LORD?" 5. AND HE SAID: "I AM NOT THY LORD, BUT THY FELLOW SERVANT." 6. AND AGAIN, I ASKED HIM, AND I SAID UNTO HIM: "WHY ARE THERE NOT ANGELIC FELLOW SERVANTS (ON THE LEFT)?" 7. AND HE SAID: "FROM THE SIXTH HEAVEN THERE ARE NO LONGER ANGELS ON THE LEFT, NOR A THRONE SET IN THE MIDST, BUT (THEY ARE DIRECTED) BY THE POWER OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, WHERE DWELLETH HE THAT IS NOT NAMED AND THE ELECT ONE, WHOSE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HAS NOT BEEN MADE KNOWN, AND NONE OF THE HEAVENS CAN LEARN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 8. FOR IT IS HE ALONE TO WHOSE VOICE ALL THE HEAVENS AND THRONES GIVE ANSWER. I HAVE THEREFORE BEEN EMPOWERED AND SENT TO RAISE THEE HERE THAT THOU MAYEST SEE THIS GLORY. 9. AND THAT THOU MAYEST SEE THE LORD OF ALL THOSE HEAVENS AND THESE THRONES. 10. UNDERGOING (SUCCESSIVE) TRANSFORMATION UNTIL HE RESEMBLES YOUR FORM AND LIKENESS. 11. I INDEED SAY UNTO THEE, ISAIAH; NO MAN ABOUT TO RETURN INTO A BODY OF THAT WORLD HAS ASCENDED OR SEEN WHAT THOU SEE OR PERCEIVED WHAT THOU HAST PERCEIVED AND WHAT THOU WILT SEE. 12. FOR IT HAS BEEN PERMITTED TO THEE IN THE LOT OF THE LORD TO COME HITHER. [AND FROM THENCE COMES THE POWER OF THE SIXTH HEAVEN AND OF THE AIR]." 13. AND I MAGNIFIED MY LORD WITH PRAISE, IN THAT THROUGH HIS LOT I SHOULD COME HITHER. 14. AND HE SAID: "HEAR, FURTHERMORE, THEREFORE, THIS ALSO FROM THY FELLOW SERVANT: WHEN FROM THE BODY BY THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD THOU HAST ASCENDED HITHER, THEN THOU WILT RECEIVE THE GARMENT WHICH THOU SEE, AND LIKEWISE OTHER NUMBERED GARMENTS LAID UP (THERE) THOU WILT SEE. 15. AND THEN THOU WILT BECOME EQUAL TO THE ANGELS OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN. 16. AND HE RAISED ME UP INTO THE SIXTH HEAVEN, AND THERE WERE NO (ANGELS) ON THE LEFT, NOR A THRONE IN THE MIDST, BUT ALL HAD ONE APPEARANCE AND THEIR (POWER OF) PRAISE WAS EQUAL. 17. AND (POWER) WAS GIVEN TO ME ALSO, AND I ALSO PRAISED ALONG WITH THEM AND THAT ANGEL ALSO, AND OUR PRAISE WAS LIKE THEIRS. 18. AND THERE THEY ALL NAMED THE PRIMAL FATHER [STEPHEN] AND HIS BELOVED, THE CHRIST, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, ALL WITH ONE VOICE. 19. AND (THEIR VOICE) WAS NOT LIKE THE VOICE OF THE ANGELS IN THE FIVE HEAVENS. 20. [NOR LIKE THEIR DISCOURSE] BUT THE VOICE WAS DIFFERENT THERE, AND THERE WAS MUCH LIGHT THERE. 21. AND THEN, WHEN I WAS IN THE SIXTH HEAVEN, I THOUGHT THE LIGHT WHICH I HAD SEEN IN THE FIVE HEAVENS TO BE BUT DARKNESS. 22. AND I REJOICED AND PRAISED HIM WHO HATH BESTOWED SUCH LIGHTS ON THOSE WHO WAIT FOR HIS PROMISE. 23. AND I BESOUGHT THE ANGEL WHO CONDUCTED ME THAT I SHOULD NOT HENCEFORTH RETURN TO THE CARNAL WORLD. 24. I SAY INDEED UNTO YOU, HEZEKIAH AND JOSAB MY SON AND MICAIAH, THAT THERE IS MUCH DARKNESS HERE. 25. AND THE ANGEL WHO CONDUCTED ME DISCOVERED WHAT I THOUGHT AND SAID: "IF IN THIS LIGHT THOU DOST REJOICE, HOW MUCH MORE WILT THOU REJOICE, WHEN IN THE SEVENTH HEAVEN THOU SEE THE LIGHT WHERE IS THE LORD AND HIS BELOVED [WHENCE I HAVE BEEN SENT, WHO IS TO BE CALLED "SON" IN THIS WORLD. 26. NOT (YET) HATH BEEN MANIFESTED HE SHALL BE IN THE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE WORLD] AND THE GARMENTS, AND THE THRONES, AND THE CROWNS WHICH ARE LAID UP FOR THE RIGHTEOUS, FOR THOSE WHO [SEXLESSLY] TRUST IN THAT LORD WHO WILL DESCEND IN YOUR FORM. FOR THE LIGHT WHICH IS THERE IS GREAT AND WONDERFUL. 27. AND AS CONCERNING THY NOT RETURNING INTO THE BODY THY DAYS ARE NOT YET FULFILLED FOR COMING HERE." 28. AND WHEN I HEARD (THAT) I WAS TROUBLED, AND HE SAID: "DO NOT BE TROUBLED."
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AND HE TOOK ME INTO THE AIR OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, AND MOREOVER I HEARD A VOICE SAYING: "HOW FAR WILL HE ASCEND THAT DWELLETH IN THE FLESH?" AND I FEARED AND TREMBLED. 2. AND WHEN I TREMBLED, BEHOLD, I HEARD FROM HENCE ANOTHER VOICE BEING SENT FORTH, AND SAYING: "IT IS PERMITTED TO THE HOLY ISAIAH TO ASCEND HITHER; FOR HERE IS HIS GARMENT." 3. AND I ASKED THE ANGEL WHO WAS WITH ME AND SAID: "WHO IS HE WHO FORBADE ME AND WHO IS HE WHO PERMITTED ME TO ASCEND?" 4. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: "HE WHO FORBADE THEE, IS HE WHO IS OVER THE PRAISE-GIVING OF THE SIXTH HEAVEN. 5. AND HE WHO PERMITTED THEE, THIS IS THY LORD GOD, THE LORD CHRIST, WHO WILL BE CALLED "JESUS" IN THE WORLD, BUT HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THOU CANST NOT HEAR TILL THOU HAST ASCENDED OUT OF THY BODY." 6. AND HE RAISED ME UP INTO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, AND I SAW THERE A WONDERFUL LIGHT AND ANGELS INNUMERABLE. 7. AND THERE I SAW THE HOLY ABEL AND ALL THE RIGHTEOUS. 8. AND THERE I SAW ENOCH AND ALL WHO WERE WITH HIM, STRIPT OF THE GARMENTS OF THE FLESH, AND I SAW THEM IN THEIR GARMENTS OF THE UPPER WORLD, AND THEY WERE LIKE ANGELS, STANDING THERE IN GREAT GLORY. 9. AND THERE I SAW ENOCH AND ALL WHO WERE WITH HIM, STRIPT OF THE GARMENTS OF THE FLESH, AND I SAW THEM IN THEIR GARMENTS OF THE UPPER WORLD, AND THEY WERE LIKE ANGELS, STANDING THERE IN GREAT GLORY. 10. BUT THEY SAT NOT ON THEIR THRONES, NOR WERE THEIR CROWNS OF GLORY ON THEM. 11. AND I ASKED THE ANGEL WHO WAS WITH ME: "HOW IS IT THAT THEY HAVE RECEIVED THE GARMENTS, BUT HAVE NOT THE THRONES AND THE CROWNS?" 12. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: "CROWNS AND THRONES OF GLORY THEY DO NOT RECEIVE, TILL THE BELOVED WILL DESCENT IN THE FORM IN WHICH YOU WILL SEE HIM DESCENT [WILL DESCENT, I SAY] INTO THE WORLD IN THE LAST DAYS THE LORD, WHO WILL BE CALLED CHRIST. 13. NEVERTHELESS THEY SEE AND KNOW WHOSE WILL BE THRONES, AND WHOSE, THE CROWNS WHEN HE HAS DESCENDED AND BEEN MADE IN YOUR FORM, AND THEY WILL THINK THAT HE IS FLESH AND IS A MAN. 14. AND THE GOD OF THAT WORLD WILL STRETCH FORTH HIS HAND AGAINST THE SON, AND THEY WILL CRUCIFY HIM ON A TREE, AND WILL SLAY HIM NOT KNOWING WHO HE IS. 15. AND THUS HIS DESCENT, AS YOU WILL SEE, WILL BE HIDDEN EVEN FROM THE HEAVENS, SO THAT IT WILL NOT BE KNOWN WHO HE IS. 16. AND WHEN HE HATH PLUNDERED THE ANGEL OF DEATH, HE WILL ASCEND ON THE THIRD DAY, [AND HE WILL REMAIN IN THAT WORLD FIVE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FIVE DAYS]. 17. AND THEN MANY OF THE RIGHTEOUS [SEXLESS] WILL ASCEND WITH HIM, WHOSE SPIRITS DO NOT RECEIVE THEIR GARMENTS TILL THE LORD CHRIST ASCEND AND THEY ASCEND WITH HIM. 18. THEN INDEED THEY WILL RECEIVE THEIR [GARMENTS AND] THRONES AND CROWNS, WHEN HE HAS ASCENDED INTO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN." 19. AND I SAID UNTO HIM THAT WHICH I HAD ASKED HIM IN THE THIRD HEAVEN: 20. "SHOW ME HOW EVERYTHING WHICH IS DONE IN THAT WORLD IS HERE MADE KNOWN." 21. AND WHILST I WAS STILL SPEAKING WITH HIM, BEHOLD ONE OF THE ANGELS WHO STOOD NIGH, MORE GLORIOUS THAN THE GLORY OF THAT ANGEL, WHO HAD RAISED ME UP FROM THE WORLD. 22. SHOWED ME A BOOK, [BUT NOT AS A BOOK OF THIS WORLD] AND HE OPENED IT, AND THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN, BUT NOT AS A BOOK OF THIS WORLD. AND HE GAVE (IT) TO ME AND I READ IT, AND LO! THE DEEDS OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WERE WRITTEN THEREIN, AND THE DEEDS OF THOSE WHOM I KNOW (NOT), MY SON JOSAB. 23. AND I SAID: "IN TRUTH, THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN IN THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, WHICH IS DONE IN THIS WORLD." 24. AND I SAW THERE MANY GARMENTS LAID UP, AND MANY THRONES AND MANY CROWNS. 25. AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL: "WHOSE ARE THESE GARMENTS AND THRONES AND CROWNS?" 26. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: "THESE GARMENTS MANY FROM THAT WORLD WILL RECEIVE, BELIEVING IN THE WORDS OF THAT ONE, WHO SHALL BE NAMED AS I TOLD THEE, AND THEY WILL OBSERVE THOSE THINGS, AND BELIEVE IN THEM, AND BELIEVE IN HIS CROSS: FOR THEM ARE THESE LAID UP." 27. AND I SAW A CERTAIN ONE STANDING, WHOSE GLORY SURPASSED THAT OF ALL, AND HIS GLORY WAS GREAT AND WONDERFUL. 28. AND AFTER I HAD SEEN HIM, ALL THE RIGHTEOUS WHOM I HAD SEEN AND ALSO THE ANGELS WHOM I HAD SEEN CAME TO HIM. AND ADAM AND ABEL AND SETH AND ALL THE RIGHTEOUS FIRST DREW NEAR AND WORSHIPPED HIM, AND THEY ALL PRAISED HIM WITH ONE VOICE, AND I MYSELF ALSO GAVE PRAISE WITH THEM, AND MY GIVING OF PRAISE WAS AS THEIRS. 29. AND THEN ALL THE ANGELS DREW NIGH AND WORSHIPPED AND GAVE PRAISE. 30. AND I WAS (AGAIN) TRANSFORMED AND BECAME LIKE AN ANGEL. 31. AND THEREUPON THE ANGEL WHO CONDUCTED ME SAID TO ME: "WORSHIP THIS ONE," AND I WORSHIPPED AND PRAISED. 32. AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME: "THIS IS THE LORD OF ALL THE PRAISE-GIVING’S WHICH THOU HAST SEEN." 33. AND WHILST HE WAS STILL SPEAKING, I SAW ANOTHER GLORIOUS ONE WHO WAS LIKE HIM, AND THE RIGHTEOUS DREW NIGH AND WORSHIPPED AND PRAISED, AND I PRAISED TOGETHER WITH THEM. BUT MY GLORY WAS NOT TRANSFORMED INTO ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR FORM. 34. AND THEREUPON THE ANGELS DREW NEAR AND WORSHIPPED HIM. 35. AND I SAW THE LORD AND THE SECOND ANGEL, AND THEY WERE STANDING. 36. AND THE SECOND WHOM I SAW WAS ON HE LEFT OF MY LORD. AND I ASKED: "WHO IS THIS?" AND HE SAID UNTO ME: "WORSHIP HIM, FOR HE IS THE ANGEL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO SPEAKS IN THEE AND THE REST OF THE RIGHTEOUS." 37. AND I SAW THE GREAT GLORY, THE EYES OF MY SPIRIT BEING OPEN, AND I COULD NOT THEREUPON SEE, NOR YET COULD THE ANGEL WHO WAS WITH ME, NOR ALL THE ANGELS WHOM I HAD SEEN [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPING MY LORD. 38. BUT I SAW THE RIGHTEOUS BEHOLDING WITH GREAT POWER THE GLORY OF THAT ONE. 39. AND MY LORD DREW NIGH TO ME AND THE ANGEL OF THE SPIRIT AND HE SAID: "SEE HOW IT IS GIVEN TO THEE TO SEE GOD, AND ON THY ACCOUNT, POWER IS GIVEN TO THE ANGEL WHO IS WITH THEE." 40. AND I SAW HOW MY LORD AND THE ANGEL OF THE SPIRIT [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIPPED, AND THEY BOTH TOGETHER [SEXLESSLY] PRAISED GOD. 41. AND THEREUPON ALL THE RIGHTEOUS DREW NEAR AND WORSHIPPED. 42. AND THE ANGELS DREW NEAR AND WORSHIPPED AND ALL THE ANGELS PRAISED.
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AND THEREUPON I HEARD THE VOICES AND THE GIVING OF PRAISE, WHICH I HAD HEARD IN EACH OF THE SIX HEAVENS, ASCENDING AND BEING HEARD THERE: 2. AND ALL WERE BEING SENT UP TO THAT GLORIOUS ONE WHOSE GLORY I COULD NOT BEHOLD. 3. AND I MYSELF WAS HEARING AND BEHOLDING THE PRAISE (WHICH WAS GIVEN) TO HIM. 4. AND THE LORD AND THE ANGEL OF THE SPIRIT WERE BEHOLDING ALL AND HEARING ALL. 5. AND ALL THE PRAISES WHICH ARE SENT UP FROM THE SIX HEAVENS ARE NOT ONLY HEARD, BUT SEEN. 6. AND I HEARD THE ANGEL WHO CONDUCTED ME AND HE SAID: "THIS IS THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] OF THE HIGH ONES, DWELLING IN THE HOLY WORLD, AND RESTING IN HIS HOLY ONES, WHO WILL BE CALLED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH THE LIPS OF THE RIGHTEOUS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE LORD." 7. AND I HEARD THE VOICE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF MY LORD, SAYING TO MY LORD CHRIST WHO WILL BE CALLED JESUS: 8. "GO FORTH AND DESCENT THROUGH ALL THE HEAVENS, AND THOU WILT DESCENT TO THE FIRMAMENT AND THAT WORLD: TO THE ANGEL IN SHEOL THOU WILT DESCEND, BUT TO HAGUEL THOU WILT NOT GO. 9. AND THOU WILT BECOME LIKE UNTO THE LIKENESS OF ALL WHO ARE IN THE FIVE HEAVENS. 10. AND THOU WILT BE CAREFUL TO BECOME LIKE THE FORM OF THE ANGELS OF THE FIRMAMENT [AND THE ANGELS ALSO WHO ARE IN SHEOL]. 11. AND NONE OF THE ANGELS OF THAT WORLD SHALL KNOW THAT THOU ART WITH ME OF THE SEVEN HEAVENS AND OF THEIR ANGELS. 12. AND THEY SHALL NOT KNOW THAT THOU ART WITH ME, TILL WITH A LOUD VOICE I HAVE CALLED (TO) THE HEAVENS, AND THEIR ANGELS AND THEIR LIGHTS, (EVEN) UNTO THE SIXTH HEAVEN, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAYEST JUDGE AND DESTROY THE PRINCES AND ANGELS AND GODS OF THAT WORLD, AND THE WORLD THAT IS DOMINATED BY THEM: 13. FOR THEY HAVE DENIED ME AND SAID: "WE ALONE ARE AND THERE IS NONE BESIDE US." 14. AND AFTERWARDS FROM THE ANGELS OF DEATH THOU WILT ASCEND TO THY PLACE. AND THOU WILT NOT BE TRANSFORMED IN EACH HEAVEN, BUT IN GLORY WILT THOU ASCEND AND SIT ON MY RIGHT HAND. 15. AND THEREUPON THE PRINCES AND POWERS OF THAT WORLD WILL WORSHIP THEE." 16. THESE COMMANDS I HEARD THE GREAT GLORY GIVING TO MY LORD. 17. AND SO I SAW MY LORD GO FORTH FROM THE SEVENTH HEAVEN INTO THE SIXTH HEAVEN. 18. AND THE ANGEL WHO CONDUCTED ME [FROM THIS WORLD WAS WITH ME AND] SAID UNTO ME: "UNDERSTAND, ISAIAH, AND SEE THE TRANSFORMATION AND DESCENT OF THE LORD WILL APPEAR." 19. AND I SAW, AND WHEN THE ANGELS SAW HIM, THEREUPON THOSE IN THE SIXTH HEAVEN PRAISED AND LAUDED HIM; FOR HE HAD NOT BEEN TRANSFORMED AFTER THE SHAPE OF THE ANGELS THERE, AND THEY PRAISED HIM AND I ALSO PRAISED WITH THEM. 20. AND I SAW WHEN HE DESCENDED INTO THE FIFTH HEAVEN, THAT IN THE FIFTH HEAVEN HE MADE HIMSELF LIKE UNTO THE FORM OF THE ANGELS THERE, AND THEY DID NOT PRAISE HIM (NOR WORSHIP HIM); FOR HIS FORM WAS LIKE UNTO THEIRS. 21. AND THEN HE DESCENDED INTO THE FORTH HEAVEN, AND MADE HIMSELF LIKE UNTO THE FORM OF THE ANGELS THERE. 22. AND WHEN THEY SAW HIM, THEY DID NOT PRAISE OR LAUD HIM; FOR HIS FORM WAS LIKE UNTO THEIR FORM. 23. AND AGAIN I SAW WHEN HE DESCENDED INTO THE THIRD HEAVEN, AND HE MADE HIMSELF LIKE UNTO THE FORM OF THE ANGELS IN THE THIRD HEAVEN. 24. AND THOSE WHO KEPT THE GATE OF THE (THIRD) HEAVEN DEMANDED THE PASSWORD, AND THE LORD GAVE (IT) TO THEM IN ORDER THAT HE SHOULD NOT BE RECOGNIZED. AND WHEN THEY SAW HIM, THEY DID NOT PRAISE OR LAUD HIM; FOR HIS FORM WAS LIKE UNTO THEIR FORM. 25. AND AGAIN I SAW WHEN HE DESCENDED INTO THE SECOND HEAVEN, AND AGAIN HE GAVE THE PASSWORD THERE; THOSE WHO KEPT THE GATE PROCEEDED TO DEMAND AND THE LORD TO GIVE. 26. AND I SAW WHEN HE MADE HIMSELF LIKE UNTO THE FORM OF THE ANGELS IN THE SECOND HEAVEN, AND THEY SAW HIM AND THEY DID NOT PRAISE HIM; FOR HIS FORM WAS LIKE UNTO THEIR FORM. 27. AND AGAIN I SAW WHEN HE DESCENDED INTO THE FIRST HEAVEN, AND THERE ALSO HE GAVE THE PASSWORD TO THOSE WHO KEPT THE GATE, AND HE MADE HIMSELF LIKE UNTO THE FORM OF THE ANGELS WHO WERE ON THE LEFT OF THAT THRONE, AND THEY NEITHER PRAISED NOR LAUDED HIM; FOR HIS FORM WAS LIKE UNTO THEIR FORM. 28. BUT AS FOR ME NO ONE ASKED ME ON ACCOUNT OF THE ANGEL WHO CONDUCTED ME. 29. AND AGAIN HE DESCENDED INTO THE FIRMAMENT WHERE DWELLETH THE RULER OF THIS WORLD, AND HE GAVE THE PASSWORD TO THOSE ON THE LEFT, AND HIS FORM WAS LIKE THEIRS, AND THEY DID NOT PRAISE HIM THERE; BUT THEY WERE ENVYING ONE ANOTHER AND FIGHTING; FOR HERE THERE IS A POWER OF EVIL AND ENVYING ABOUT TRIFLES. 30. AND I SAW WHEN HE DESCENDED AND MADE HIMSELF LIKE UNTO THE ANGELS OF THE AIR, AND HE WAS LIKE ONE OF THEM. 31. AND HE GAVE NO PASSWORD; FOR ONE WAS PLUNDERING AND DOING VIOLENCE TO ANOTHER.
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AFTER THIS I SAW, AND THE ANGEL WHO SPOKE WITH ME, WHO CONDUCTED ME, SAID UNTO ME: "UNDERSTAND, ISAIAH SON OF AMOZ; FOR FOR THIS PURPOSE HAVE I BEEN SENT FROM GOD." 2. AND I INDEED SAW A WOMAN OF THE FAMILY OF DAVID THE PROPHET, NAMED MARY, AND VIRGIN, AND SHE WAS ESPOUSED TO A MAN NAMED JOSEPH, A CARPENTER, AND HE ALSO WAS OF THE SEED AND FAMILY OF THE RIGHTEOUS DAVID OF BETHLEHEM JUDAH. 3. AND HE CAME INTO HIS LOT. AND WHEN SHE WAS ESPOUSED, SHE WAS FOUND WITH CHILD, AND JOSEPH THE CARPENTER WAS DESIROUS TO PUT HER AWAY. 4. BUT THE ANGEL OF THE SPIRIT APPEARED IN THIS WORLD, AND AFTER THAT JOSEPH DID NOT PUT HER AWAY, BUT KEPT MARY AND DID NOT REVEAL THIS MATTER TO ANY ONE. 5. AND HE DID NOT APPROACH MAY, BUT KEPT HER AS A HOLY VIRGIN, THOUGH WITH CHILD. 6. AND HE DID NOT LIVE WITH HER FOR TWO MONTHS. 7. AND AFTER TWO MONTHS OF DAYS WHILE JOSEPH WAS IN HIS HOUSE, AND MARY HIS WIFE, BUT BOTH ALONE. 8. IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY WERE ALONE THAT MARY STRAIGHT-WAY LOOKED WITH HER EYES AND SAW A SMALL BABE, AND SHE WAS ASTONISHED. 9. AND AFTER SHE HAD BEEN ASTONISHED, HER WOMB WAS FOUND AS FORMERLY BEFORE SHE HAD CONCEIVED. 10. AND WHEN HER HUSBAND JOSEPH SAID UNTO HER: "WHAT HAS ASTONISHED THEE?" HIS EYES WERE OPENED AND HE SAW THE INFANT AND [SEXLESS] PRAISED GOD, BECAUSE INTO HIS PORTION GOD HAD COME. 11. AND A VOICE CAME TO THEM: "TELL THIS VISION TO NO ONE." 12. AND THE STORY REGARDING THE INFANT WAS NOISED BROAD IN BETHLEHEM. 13. SOME SAID: "THE VIRGIN MARY HATH BORNE A CHILD, BEFORE SHE WAS MARRIED TWO MONTHS." 14. AND MANY SAID: "SHE HAS NOT BORNE A CHILD, NOR HAS A MIDWIFE GONE UP (TO HER), NOR HAVE WE HEARD THE CRIES OF (LABOR) PAINS." AND THEY WERE ALL BLINDED RESPECTING HIM AND THEY ALL KNEW REGARDING HIM, THOUGH THEY KNEW NOT WHENCE HE WAS. 15. AND THEY TOOK HIM, AND WENT TO NAZARETH IN GALILEE. 16. AND I SAW, O HEZEKIAH AND JOSAB MY SON, AND I DECLARE TO THE OTHER PROPHETS ALSO WHO ARE STANDING BY, THAT (THIS) HATH ESCAPED ALL THE HEAVENS AND ALL THE PRINCES AND ALL THE GODS OF THIS WORLD. 17. AND I SAW: IN NAZARETH HE SUCKED THE BREAST AS A BABE AND AS IS CUSTOMARY IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE RECOGNIZED. 18. AND WHEN HE HAD GROWN UP, HE WORKED GREAT SIGNS AND WONDERS IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL AND OF JERUSALEM. 19. AND AFTER THIS THE ADVERSARY ENVIED HIM AND ROUSED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AGAINST HIM, NOT KNOWING WHO HE WAS, AND THEY DELIVERED HIM TO THE KING, AND CRUCIFIED HIM, AND HE DESCENDED TO THE ANGEL (OF SHEOL). 20. IN JERUSALEM INDEED I WAS HIM BEING CRUCIFIED ON A TREE: 21. AND LIKEWISE AFTER THE THIRD DAY RISE AGAIN AND REMAIN DAYS. 22. AND THE ANGEL WHO CONDUCTED ME SAID: "UNDERSTAND, ISAIAH": AND I SAW WHEN HE SENT OUT THE TWELVE APOSTLES AND ASCENDED. 23. AND I SAW HIM, AND HE WAS IN THE FIRMAMENT, BUT HE HAD NOT CHANGED HIMSELF INTO THEIR FORM, AND ALL THE ANGELS OF THE FIRMAMENT AND THE SATAN’S [LUCIFER’S/VICTORIA’S] SAW HIM AND THEY WORSHIPPED. 24. AND THERE WAS MUCH SORROW THERE, WHILE THEY SAID: "HOW DID OUR LORD DESCEND IN OUR MIDST, AND WE PERCEIVED NOT THE GLORY [WHICH HAS BEEN UPON HIM], WHICH WE SEE HAS BEEN UPON HIM FROM THE SIXTH HEAVEN?" 25. AND HE ASCENDED INTO THE SECOND HEAVEN, AND HE DID NOT TRANSFORM HIMSELF, BUT ALL THE ANGELS WHO WERE ON THE RIGHT AND ON THE LEFT AND THE THRONE IN THE MIDST. 26. BOTH WORSHIPPED HIM AND PRAISED HIM AND SAID: "HOW DID OUR LORD ESCAPE US WHILST DESCENDING, AND WE PERCEIVED NOT?" 27. AND IN LIKE MANNER HE ASCENDED INTO THE THIRD HEAVEN, AND THEY PRAISED AND SAID IN LIKE MANNER. 28. AND IN THE FOURTH HEAVEN AND IN THE FIFTH ALSO THEY SAID PRECISELY AFTER THE SAME MANNER. 29. BUT THERE WAS ONE GLORY, AND FROM IT HE DID NOT CHANGE HIMSELF. 30. AND I SAW WHEN HE ASCENDED INTO THE SIXTH HEAVEN, AND THEY WORSHIPPED AND GLORIFIED HIM. 31. BUT IN ALL THE HEAVENS THE PRAISE INCREASED (IN VOLUME). 32. AND I SAW HOW HE ASCENDED INTO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, AND ALL THE RIGHTEOUS AND ALL THE ANGELS PRAISED HIM. AND THEN I SAW HIM SIT DOWN ON THE RIGHT HAND OF THAT GREAT GLORY WHOSE GLORY I TOLD YOU THAT I COULD NOT BEHOLD. 33. AND ALSO THE ANGEL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT I SAW SITTING ON THE LEFT HAND. 34. AND THIS ANGEL SAID UNTO ME: "ISAIAH, SON OF AMOZ, IT IS ENOUGH FOR THEE...FOR THOU HAST SEEN WHAT NO CHILD OF FLESH HAS SEEN. 35. AND THOU WILT RETURN INTO THY GARMENT (OF THE FLESH) UNTIL THY DAYS ARE COMPLETED. THEN THOU WILT COME HITHER." 36. THESE THINGS ISAIAH SAW AND TOLD UNTO ALL THAT STOOD BEFORE HIM, AND THEY PRAISED. AND HE SPOKE TO HEZEKIAH THE KING AND SAID: "I HAVE SPOKEN THESE THINGS." 37. BOTH THE END OF THIS WORLD; 38. AND ALL THIS VISION WILL BE CONSUMMATED IN THE LAST GENERATIONS. 39. AND ISAIAH MADE HIM SWEAR THAT HE WOULD NOT TELL (IT) TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, NOR GIVE THESE WORDS TO ANY MAN TO TRANSCRIBE. 40. ...SUCH THINGS YE WILL READ. AND WATCH YE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT IN ORDER THEY YE MAY RECEIVE YOUR GARMENTS AND THRONES AND CROWNS OF GLORY WHICH ARE LAID UP IN THE SEVENTH HEAVEN. 41. ON ACCOUNT OF THESE VISIONS AND PROPHECIES SAMMAEL SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SAWED IN SUNDER ISAIAH THE SON OF AMOZ, THE PROPHET, BY THE HAND OF MANASSEH. 42. AND ALL THESE THINGS HEZEKIAH DELIVERED TO MANASSEH IN THE TWENTY-SIXTH YEAR. 43. BUT MANASSEH DID NOT REMEMBER THEM NOR PLACE THESE THINGS IN HIS HEART, BUT BECOMING THE SERVANT OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] HE WAS DESTROYED. HERE ENDS THE VISION OF ISAIAH THE PROPHET WITH HIS ASCENSION. 
THE APOCALYPSE OF PETER
1 ...MANY OF THEM WILL BE FALSE PROPHETS, AND WILL TEACH DIVERS WAYS AND DOCTRINES OF PERDITION: BUT THESE WILL BECOME SONS OF PERDITION. 3. AND THEN GOD WILL COME UNTO MY FAITHFUL ONES WHO HUNGER AND THIRST AND ARE AFFLICTED AND PURIFY THEIR SOULS IN THIS LIFE; AND HE WILL JUDGE THE SONS OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS. 
4. AND FURTHERMORE THE LORD SAID: LET US GO INTO THE MOUNTAIN: LET US PRAY…AND GOING WITH HIM, WE, THE TWELVE DISCIPLES, BEGGED THAT HE WOULD SHOW US ONE OF OUR BRETHREN, THE RIGHTEOUS WHO ARE GONE FORTH OUT OF THE WORLD, IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT SEE OF WHAT MANNER OF FORM THEY ARE, AND HAVING TAKEN COURAGE, MIGHT ALSO ENCOURAGE THE MEN WHO HEAR US. 
6. AND AS WE PRAYED, SUDDENLY THERE APPEARED TWO MEN STANDING BEFORE THE LORD TOWARDS THE EAST, ON WHOM WE WERE NOT ABLE TO LOOK; 7, FOR THERE CAME FORTH FROM THEIR COUNTENANCE A RAY AS OF THE SUN, AND THEIR RAIMENT WAS SHINING, SUCH AS EYE OF MAN NEVER SAW; FOR NO MOUTH IS ABLE TO EXPRESS OR HEART TO CONCEIVE THE GLORY WITH WHICH THEY WERE ENDUED, AND THE BEAUTY OF THEIR APPEARANCE. 8. AND AS WE LOOKED UPON THEM, WE WERE ASTOUNDED; FOR THEIR BODIES WERE WHITER THAN ANY SNOW AND RUDDIER THAN ANY ROSE; 9, AND THE RED THEREOF WAS MINGLED WITH THE WHITE, AND I AM UTTERLY UNABLE TO EXPRESS THEIR BEAUTY; 10, FOR THEIR HAIR WAS CURLY AND BRIGHT AND SEEMLY BOTH ON THEIR FACE AND SHOULDERS, AS IT WERE A WREATH WOVEN OF SPIKENARD AND DIVERS-COLORED FLOWERS, OR LIKE A RAINBOW IN THE SKY, SUCH WAS THEIR SEEMLINESS. 
11. SEEING THEREFORE THEIR BEAUTY WE BECAME ASTOUNDED AT THEM, SINCE THEY APPEARED SUDDENLY. 12. AND I APPROACHED THE LORD AND SAID: WHO ARE THESE? 13. HE SAITH TO ME: THESE ARE YOUR BRETHREN THE RIGHTEOUS, WHOSE FORMS YE [SEXLESS] DESIRED TO SEE. 14. AND I SAID TO HIM: AND WHERE ARE ALL THE RIGHTEOUS ONES AND WHAT IS THE AEON IN WHICH THEY ARE AND HAVE THIS GLORY? 
15. AND THE LORD SHOWED ME A VERY GREAT COUNTRY OUTSIDE OF THIS WORLD, EXCEEDING BRIGHT WITH LIGHT, AND THE AIR THERE LIGHTED WITH THE RAYS OF THE SUN, AND THE EARTH ITSELF BLOOMING WITH UNFADING FLOWERS AND FULL OF SPICES AND PLANTS, FAIR-FLOWERING AND [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE AND BEARING BLESSED FRUIT. 16. AND SO GREAT WAS THE PERFUME THAT IT WAS BORNE THENCE EVEN UNTO US. 17. AND THE DWELLERS IN THAT PLACE WERE CLAD IN THE RAIMENT OF SHINING ANGELS AND THEIR RAIMENT WAS LIKE UNTO THEIR COUNTRY; AND ANGELS HOVERED ABOUT THEM THERE. 18. AND THE GLORY OF THE DWELLERS THERE WAS EQUAL, AND WITH ONE VOICE THEY SANG PRAISES ALTERNATELY TO THE LORD GOD, REJOICING IN THAT PLACE. 19. THE LORD SAITH TO US: THIS IS THE PLACE OF YOUR HIGH-PRIESTS, THE RIGHTEOUS MEN. 
20. AND OVER AGAINST THAT PLACE I SAW ANOTHER, SQUALID, AND IT WAS THE PLACE OF PUNISHMENT; AND THOSE WHO WERE PUNISHED THERE AND THE PUNISHING ANGELS HAD THEIR RAIMENT DARK LIKE THE AIR OF THE PLACE. 
21. AND THERE WERE CERTAIN THERE HANGING BY THE TONGUE: AND THESE WERE THE BLASPHEMERS OF THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND UNDER THEM LAY FIRE, BURNING AND PUNISHING THEM. 22. AND THERE WAS A GREAT LAKE, FULL OF FLAMING MIRE, IN WHICH WERE CERTAIN MEN THAT PERVERT RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND TORMENTING ANGELS AFFLICTED THEM. 
23. AND THERE WERE ALSO OTHERS, WOMEN, HANGED BY THEIR HAIR OVER THAT MIRE THAT BUBBLED UP: AND THESE WERE THEY WHO ADORNED THEMSELVES FOR ADULTERY; AND THE MEN WHO MINGLED WITH THEM IN THE DEFILEMENT OF ADULTERY, WERE HANGING BY THE FEET AND THEIR HEADS IN THAT MIRE. AND I SAID: I DID NOT BELIEVE THAT I SHOULD COME INTO THIS PLACE. 
24. AND I SAW THE MURDERERS AND THOSE WHO CONSPIRED WITH THEM, CAST INTO A CERTAIN STRAIT PLACE, FULL OF EVIL SNAKES, AND SMITTEN BY THOSE BEASTS, AND THUS TURNING TO AND FRO IN THAT PUNISHMENT; AND WORMS, AS IT WERE CLOUDS OF DARKNESS, AFFLICTED THEM. AND THE SOULS OF THE MURDERED STOOD AND LOOKED UPON THE PUNISHMENT OF THOSE MURDERERS AND SAID: O GOD, THY JUDGMENT IS JUST. 
25. AND NEAR THAT PLACE I SAW ANOTHER STRAIT PLACE INTO WHICH THE GORE AND THE FILTH OF THOSE WHO WERE BEING PUNISHED RAN DOWN AND BECAME THERE AS IT WERE A LAKE: AND THERE SAT WOMEN HAVING THE GORE UP TO THEIR NECKS, AND OVER AGAINST THEM SAT MANY CHILDREN WHO WERE BORN TO THEM OUT OF DUE TIME, CRYING; AND THERE CAME FORTH FROM THEM SPARKS OF FIRE AND SMOTE THE WOMEN IN THE EYES: AND THESE WERE THE ACCURSED WHO CONCEIVED AND CAUSED ABORTION. 
26. AND OTHER MEN AND WOMEN WERE BURNING UP TO THE MIDDLE AND WERE CAST INTO A DARK PLACE AND WERE BEATEN BY EVIL SPIRITS, AND THEIR INWARDS WERE EATEN BY RESTLESS WORMS: AND THESE WERE THEY WHO PERSECUTED THE RIGHTEOUS AND DELIVERED THEM UP. 
27. AND NEAR THOSE THERE WERE AGAIN WOMEN AND MEN GNAWING THEIR OWN LIPS, AND BEING PUNISHED AND RECEIVING A RED-HOT IRON IN THEIR EYES: AND THESE WERE THEY WHO BLASPHEMED AND SLANDERED THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
28. AND OVER AGAINST THESE AGAIN OTHER MEN AND WOMEN GNAWING THEIR TONGUES AND HAVING FLAMING FIRE IN THEIR MOUTHS: AND THESE WERE THE FALSE WITNESSES. 
29. AND IN A CERTAIN OTHER PLACE THERE WERE PEBBLES SHARPER THAN SWORDS OR ANY SPIT, RED-HOT, AND WOMEN AND MEN IN TATTERED AND FILTHY RAIMENT ROLLED ABOUT ON THEM IN PUNISHMENT: AND THESE WERE THE RICH WHO TRUSTED IN THEIR RICHES AND HAD NO PITY FOR ORPHANS AND WIDOWS, AND DESPISED THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENT OF GOD. 
30. AND IN ANOTHER GREAT LAKE, FULL OF PITCH AND BLOOD AND MIRE BUBBLING UP, THERE STOOD MEN AND WOMEN UP TO THEIR KNEES: AND THESE WERE THE USURERS AND THOSE WHO TAKE INTEREST ON INTEREST. 
31. AND OTHER MEN AND WOMEN WERE BEING HURLED DOWN FROM A GREAT CLIFF AND REACHED THE BOTTOM, AND AGAIN WERE DRIVEN BY THOSE WHO WERE SET OVER THEM TO CLIMB UP UPON THE CLIFF, AND THENCE WERE HURLED DOWN AGAIN, AND HAD NO REST FROM THIS PUNISHMENT: AND THESE WERE THEY WHO DEFILED THEIR BODIES ACTING AS WOMEN; AND THE WOMEN WHO WERE WITH THEM WERE THOSE WHO LAY WITH ONE ANOTHER AS A MAN WITH A WOMAN. 
32. AND ALONGSIDE OF THAT CLIFF THERE WAS A PLACE FULL OF MUCH FIRE, AND THERE STOOD MEN WHO WITH THEIR OWN HANDS HAD MADE FOR THEMSELVES CARVEN [SEXUAL] IMAGES INSTEAD OF GOD. AND ALONGSIDE OF THESE WERE OTHER MEN AND WOMEN, HAVING RODS AND STRIKING EACH OTHER AND NEVER CEASING FROM SUCH PUNISHMENT. 33. AND OTHERS AGAIN NEAR THEM, WOMEN AND MEN, BURNING AND TURNING THEMSELVES AND ROASTING: AND THESE WERE THEY THAT LEAVING THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF GOD 
FRAGMENTS OF THE APOCALYPSE OF PETER
1. CLEMENS ALEXANDRINUS, ECLOG. 48. FOR INSTANCE, PETER IN THE APOCALYPSE SAYS THAT THE CHILDREN WHO ARE BORN OUT OF DUE TIME SHALL BE OF THE BETTER PART: AND THAT THESE ARE DELIVERED OVER TO A CARE-TAKING ANGEL THAT THEY MAY ATTAIN A SHARE OF KNOWLEDGE AND GAIN THE BETTER ABODE [AFTER SUFFERING WHAT THEY WOULD HAVE SUFFERED IF THEY HAD BEEN IN THE BODY: BUT THE OTHERS SHALL MERELY OBTAIN SALVATION AS INJURED BEINGS TO WHOM MERCY IS SHOWN, AND REMAIN WITHOUT PUNISHMENT, RECEIVING THIS AS A REWARD].* 
2. CLEM. ALEX. ECLOG. 49. BUT THE MILK OF THE WOMEN RUNNING DOWN FROM THEIR BREASTS AND CONGEALING SHALL ENGENDER SMALL FLESH-EATING BEASTS: AND THESE RUN UP UPON THEM AND DEVOUR THEM. 
3. MACARIUS MAGNES, APOCRITICA IV., 6 CF. 16. THE EARTH, IT (SC. THE APOC. OF PETER) SAYS, "SHALL PRESENT ALL MEN BEFORE GOD AT THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, BEING ITSELF ALSO TO BE JUDGED, WITH THE HEAVEN ALSO WHICH ENCOMPASSES IT." 
4. CLEM. ALEX. ECLOG. 41. THE SCRIPTURE SAYS THAT INFANTS THAT HAVE BEEN EXPOSED ARE DELIVERED TO A CARE-TAKING ANGEL, BY WHOM THEY ARE EDUCATED AND SO GROW UP, AND THEY WILL BE, IT SAYS, AS THE FAITHFUL OF A HUNDRED YEARS OLD ARE HERE. 
5. METHODIUS, CONVIV. II., 6. WHENCE ALSO WE HAVE RECEIVED IN DIVINELY-INSPIRED SCRIPTURES THAT UNTIMELY BIRTHS ARE DELIVERED TO CARE-TAKING ANGELS, EVEN IF THEY ARE THE OFFSPRING OF ADULTERY. 
THE APOCALYPSE OF PAUL
[...] THE ROAD. AND HE SPOKE TO HIM, SAYING, "BY WHICH ROAD SHALL I GO UP TO JERUSALEM?" THE LITTLE CHILD REPLIED, SAYING, "SAY YOUR NAME, SO THAT I MAY SHOW YOU THE ROAD". THE LITTLE CHILD KNEW WHO PAUL WAS. HE WISHED TO MAKE CONVERSATION WITH HIM THROUGH HIS WORDS IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT FIND AN EXCUSE FOR SPEAKING WITH HIM. THE LITTLE CHILD SPOKE, SAYING, "I KNOW WHO YOU ARE, PAUL. YOU ARE HE WHO WAS BLESSED FROM HIS MOTHER`S WOMB. FOR I HAVE COME TO YOU THAT YOU MAY GO UP TO JERUSALEM TO YOUR FELLOW APOSTLES. AND FOR THIS REASON, YOU WERE CALLED. AND I AM THE SPIRIT WHO ACCOMPANIES YOU. LET YOUR MIND AWAKEN, PAUL, WITH [...]. FOR [...] WHOLE WHICH [...] AMONG THE PRINCIPALITIES AND THESE AUTHORITIES AND ARCHANGELS AND POWERS AND THE WHOLE RACE OF DEMONS, [...] THE ONE THAT REVEALS BODIES TO A SOUL-SEED." AND AFTER HE BROUGHT THAT SPEECH TO AN END, HE SPOKE, SAYING TO ME, "LET YOUR MIND AWAKEN, PAUL, AND SEE THAT THIS MOUNTAIN UPON WHICH YOU ARE STANDING IS THE MOUNTAIN OF JERICHO, SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW THE HIDDEN THINGS IN THOSE THAT ARE VISIBLE. NOW IT IS TO THE TWELVE APOSTLES THAT YOU SHALL GO, FOR THEY ARE ELECT SPIRITS, AND THEY WILL GREET YOU." HE RAISED HIS EYES AND SAW THEM GREETING HIM. THEN THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO WAS SPEAKING WITH HIM CAUGHT HIM UP ON HIGH TO THE THIRD HEAVEN, AND HE PASSED BEYOND TO THE FOURTH HEAVEN. THE HOLY SPIRIT SPOKE TO HIM, SAYING, "LOOK AND SEE YOUR LIKENESS UPON THE EARTH." AND HE LOOKED DOWN AND SAW THOSE WHO WERE UPON THE EARTH. HE STARED AND SAW THOSE WHO WERE UPON THE [...]. THEN HE GAZED DOWN AND SAW THE TWELVE APOSTLES AT HIS RIGHT AND AT HIS LEFT IN THE CREATION; AND THE SPIRIT WAS GOING BEFORE THEM. BUT I SAW IN THE FOURTH HEAVEN ACCORDING TO CLASS - I SAW THE ANGELS RESEMBLING GODS, THE ANGELS BRINGING A SOUL OUT OF THE LAND OF THE DEAD. THEY PLACED IT AT THE GATE OF THE FOURTH HEAVEN. AND THE ANGELS WERE WHIPPING IT. THE SOUL SPOKE, SAYING, "WHAT [SEXUAL] SIN WAS IT THAT I COMMITTED IN THE WORLD?" THE TOLL-COLLECTOR WHO DWELLS IN THE FOURTH HEAVEN REPLIED, SAYING, "IT WAS NOT RIGHT TO COMMIT ALL THOSE LAWLESS [SEXUAL] DEEDS THAT ARE IN THE WORLD OF THE DEAD". THE SOUL REPLIED, SAYING, "BRING WITNESSES! LET THEM SHOW YOU IN WHAT BODY I COMMITTED LAWLESS [SEXUAL] DEEDS. DO YOU WISH TO BRING A BOOK TO READ FROM?" AND THE THREE WITNESSES CAME. THE FIRST SPOKE, SAYING, "WAS I NOT IN THE BODY THE SECOND HOUR [...]? I ROSE UP AGAINST YOU UNTIL YOU FELL INTO ANGER AND RAGE AND ENVY." AND THE SECOND SPOKE, SAYING, "WAS I NOT IN THE WORLD? AND I ENTERED AT THE FIFTH HOUR, AND I SAW YOU AND [SEXUALLY] DESIRED YOU. AND BEHOLD, THEN, NOW I CHARGE YOU WITH THE MURDERS YOU COMMITTED." THE THIRD SPOKE, SAYING, "DID I NOT COME TO YOU AT THE TWELFTH HOUR OF THE DAY WHEN THE SUN WAS ABOUT TO SET? I GAVE YOU DARKNESS UNTIL YOU SHOULD ACCOMPLISH YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS." WHEN THE SOUL HEARD THESE THINGS, IT GAZED DOWNWARD IN SORROW. AND THEN IT GAZED UPWARD. IT WAS CAST DOWN. THE SOUL THAT HAD BEEN CAST DOWN WENT TO A BODY WHICH HAD BEEN PREPARED FOR IT. AND BEHOLD, ITS WITNESSES WERE FINISHED. THEN I GAZED UPWARD AND SAW THE SPIRIT SAYING TO ME, "PAUL, COME! PROCEED TOWARD ME!". THEN AS I WENT, THE GATE OPENED, AND I WENT UP TO THE FIFTH HEAVEN. AND I SAW MY FELLOW APOSTLES GOING WITH ME WHILE THE SPIRIT ACCOMPANIED US. AND I SAW A GREAT ANGEL IN THE FIFTH HEAVEN HOLDING AN IRON ROD IN HIS HAND. THERE WERE THREE OTHER ANGELS WITH HIM, AND I STARED INTO THEIR FACES. BUT THEY WERE RIVALLING EACH OTHER, WITH WHIPS IN THEIR HANDS, GOADING THE SOULS ON TO THE JUDGMENT. BUT I WENT WITH THE SPIRIT AND THE GATE OPENED FOR ME. THEN WE WENT UP TO THE SIXTH HEAVEN. AND I SAW MY FELLOW APOSTLES GOING WITH ME, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS LEADING ME BEFORE THEM. AND I GAZED UP ON HIGH AND SAW A GREAT LIGHT SHINING DOWN ON THE SIXTH HEAVEN. I SPOKE, SAYING TO THE TOLL-COLLECTOR WHO WAS IN THE SIXTH HEAVEN, "OPEN TO ME AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO IS BEFORE ME." HE OPENED TO ME. THEN WE WENT UP TO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, AND I SAW AN OLD MAN [...] LIGHT AND WHOSE GARMENT WAS WHITE. HIS THRONE, WHICH IS IN THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, WAS BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN BY SEVEN TIMES. THE OLD MAN SPOKE, SAYING TO ME, "WHERE ARE YOU GOING, PAUL? O BLESSED ONE AND THE ONE WHO WAS SET APART FROM HIS MOTHER`S WOMB." BUT I LOOKED AT THE SPIRIT, AND HE WAS NODDING HIS HEAD, SAYING TO ME, "SPEAK WITH HIM!". AND I REPLIED, SAYING TO THE OLD MAN, "I AM GOING TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH I CAME." AND THE OLD MAN RESPONDED TO ME, "WHERE ARE YOU FROM?" BUT I REPLIED, SAYING, "I AM GOING DOWN TO THE WORLD OF THE DEAD IN ORDER TO LEAD CAPTIVE THE CAPTIVITY THAT WAS LED CAPTIVE IN THE CAPTIVITY OF BABYLON." THE OLD MAN REPLIED TO ME SAYING, "HOW WILL YOU BE ABLE TO GET AWAY FROM ME? LOOK AND SEE THE PRINCIPALITIES AND AUTHORITIES." THE SPIRIT SPOKE, SAYING, "GIVE HIM THE SIGN THAT YOU HAVE, AND HE WILL OPEN FOR YOU." AND THEN I GAVE HIM THE SIGN. HE TURNED HIS FACE DOWNWARDS TO HIS CREATION AND TO THOSE WHO ARE HIS OWN AUTHORITIES. AND THEN THE <SEVENTH> HEAVEN OPENED AND WE WENT UP TO THE OGDOAD. AND I SAW THE TWELVE APOSTLES. THEY GREETED ME, AND WE WENT UP TO THE NINTH HEAVEN. I GREETED ALL THOSE WHO WERE IN THE NINTH HEAVEN, AND WE WENT UP TO THE TENTH HEAVEN. AND I GREETED MY FELLOW SPIRITS. 
THE APOCALYPSE OF THOMAS 
A. VERONA FRAGMENT (EIGHTH CENTURY) AND WILHELM'S TEXT (MUNICH CLM. 4585, NINTH CENTURY). HERE BEGINNETH THE EPISTLE OF THE LORD UNTO THOMAS. HEAR THOU, THOMAS, THE THINGS WHICH MUST COME TO PASS IN THE LAST TIMES: THERE SHALL BE FAMINE AND WAR AND EARTHQUAKES IN DIVERS PLACES, SNOW AND ICE AND GREAT DROUGHT SHALL THERE BE AND MANY DISSENSIONS AMONG THE PEOPLES, BLASPHEMY, INIQUITY, ENVY AND VILLAINY, INDOLENCE, [SEXUAL] PRIDE AND INTEMPERANCE, SO THAT EVERY MAN SHALL SPEAK THAT WHICH PLEASETH HIM. AND MY PRIESTS SHALL NOT HAVE PEACE AMONG THEMSELVES, BUT SHALL SACRIFICE UNTO ME WITH DECEITFUL MIND: THEREFORE, WILL I NOT LOOK UPON THEM. THEN SHALL THE PRIESTS BEHOLD THE PEOPLE DEPARTING FROM THE HOUSE OF THE LORD AND TURNING UNTO THE WORLD (?) AND SETTING UP (OR, TRANSGRESSING) LANDMARKS IN THE HOUSE OF GOD. AND THEY SHALL CLAIM (VINDICATE) FOR THEMSELVES MANY [THINGS AND] PLACES THAT WERE LOST AND THAT SHALL BE SUBJECT UNTO CAESAR (?) AS ALSO THEY WERE AFORETIME: GIVING POLL-TAXES OF (FOR) THE CITIES, EVEN GOLD AND SILVER AND THE CHIEF MEN OF THE CITIES SHALL BE CONDEMNED (HERE VERONA ENDS: MUNICH CONTINUES) AND THEIR SUBSTANCE BROUGHT INTO THE TREASURY OF THE KINGS, AND THEY SHALL BE FILLED. FOR THERE SHALL BE GREAT DISTURBANCE THROUGHOUT ALL THE PEOPLE, AND DEATH. THE HOUSE OF THE LORD SHALL BE DESOLATE, AND THEIR ALTARS SHALL BE ABHORRED, SO THAT SPIDERS WEAVE THEIR WEBS THEREIN. THE PLACE OF HOLINESS SHALL BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, THE PRIESTHOOD [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED, DISTRESS (AGONY) SHALL INCREASE, VIRTUE SHALL BE OVERCOME, JOY PERISH, AND GLADNESS DEPART. IN THOSE DAYS, EVIL SHALL ABOUND: THERE SHALL BE RESPECTERS OF PERSONS, HYMNS SHALL CEASE OUT OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD, TRUTH SHALL BE NO MORE, COVETOUSNESS SHALL ABOUND AMONG THE PRIESTS; AN UPRIGHT MAN (AL. AN UPRIGHT PRIESTHOOD) SHALL NOT BE FOUND. ON A SUDDEN THERE SHALL ARISE NEAR THE LAST TIME A KING, A [SEXLESS] LOVER OF THE [SEXUAL] LAW, WHO SHALL HOLD RULE NOT FOR LONG: HE SHALL LEAVE TWO SONS. THE FIRST IS NAMED OF THE FIRST LETTER (A, ARCADIUS), THE SECOND OF THE EIGHTH (H, HONORIUS). THE FIRST SHALL DIE BEFORE THE SECOND (ARCADIUS DIED IN 408- HONORIUS IN 423). THEREAFTER SHALL ARISE TWO PRINCES TO [SEXUALLY] OPPRESS THE NATIONS UNDER WHOSE HANDS THERE SHALL BE A VERY GREAT FAMINE IN THE RIGHT-HAND PART OF THE EAST, SO THAT NATION SHALL RISE UP AGAINST NATION AND BE DRIVEN OUT FROM THEIR OWN BORDERS. AGAIN, ANOTHER KING SHALL ARISE, A CRAFTY MAN (?), AND SHALL COMMAND A GOLDEN [SEXUAL] IMAGE OF CAESAR (?) TO BE MADE (AL. TO BE [SEXUALLY] WORSHIPPED IN THE HOUSE OF GOD), WHEREFORE (?) MARTYRDOMS SHALL ABOUND. THEN SHALL FAITH RETURN UNTO THE SERVANTS OF THE LORD, AND HOLINESS SHALL BE MULTIPLIED AND DISTRESS (AGONY) INCREASE. THE MOUNTAINS SHALL THE COMFORTED AND SHALL DROP DOWN SWEETNESS OF FIRE FROM THE FACET, THAT THE NUMBER OF THE SAINTS MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED. AFTER A LITTLE SPACE THERE SHALL ARISE A KING OUT OF THE EAST, A [SEXLESS] LOVER OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, WHO SHALL CAUSE ALL GOOD THINGS AND NECESSARY TO ABOUND IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD: HE SHALL SHOW MERCY UNTO THE WIDOWS AND TO THE NEEDY, AND COMMAND A ROYAL GIFT TO BE GIVEN UNTO THE PRIESTS: IN HIS DAYS SHALL BE ABUNDANCE OF ALL THINGS. AND AFTER THAT AGAIN A KING SHALL ARISE IN THE SOUTH PART OF THE WORLD, AND SHALL HOLD RULE A LITTLE SPACE: IN WHOSE DAYS THE TREASURY SHALL FAIL BECAUSE OF THE WAGES OF THE ROMAN SOLDIERS SO THAT THE SUBSTANCE OF ALL THE AGED SHALL BE COMMANDED (TO BE TAKEN) AND GIVEN TO THE KING TO DISTRIBUTE. THEREAFTER SHALL BE PLENTY OF CORN AND WINE AND OIL, BUT GREAT DEARNESS OF MONEY, SO THAT THE SUBSTANCE OF GOLD AND SILVER SHALL BE GIVEN FOR CORN, AND THERE SHALL BE GREAT DEARTH. AT THAT TIME SHALL BE VERY GREAT RISING (?) OF THE SEA, SO THAT NO MAN SHALL TELL NEWS TO ANY MAN. THE KINGS OF THE EARTH AND THE PRINCES AND THE CAPTAINS SHALL BE TROUBLED, AND NO MAN SHALL SPEAK FREELY (BOLDLY). GREY HAIRS SHALL BE SEEN UPON BOYS, AND THE YOUNG (?) SHALL NOT GIVE PLACE UNTO THE AGED. AFTER THAT SHALL ARISE ANOTHER KING, A CRAFTY MAN, WHO SHALL HOLD RULE FOR A SHORT SPACE: IN WHOSE DAYS THERE SHALL BE ALL MANNER OF EVILS, EVEN THE DEATH OF THE RACE OF MEN FROM THE EAST EVEN UNTO BABYLON. AND THEREAFTER DEATH AND FAMINE AND SWORD IN THE LAND OF CHANAAN EVEN UNTO (ROME?). THEN SHALL ALL THE FOUNTAINS OF WATERS AND WELLS BOIL OVER (?) AND BE TURNED INTO BLOOD (OR, INTO DUST AND BLOOD). THE HEAVEN SHALL BE MOVED, THE STARS SHALL FALL UPON THE EARTH, THE SUN SHALL BE CUT IN HALF LIKE THE MOON, AND THE MOON SHALL NOT GIVE HER LIGHT. THERE SHALL BE GREAT SIGNS AND WONDERS IN THOSE DAYS WHEN ANTICHRIST DRAWETH NEAR. THESE ARE THE SIGNS UNTO THEM THAT DWELL IN THE EARTH. IN THOSE DAYS THE PAINS OF GREAT TRAVAIL SHALL COME UPON THEM. (AL. IN THOSE DAYS, WHEN ANTICHRIST NOW DRAWETH NEAR, THESE ARE THE SIGNS. WOE UNTO THEM THAT DWELL ON THE EARTH; IN THOSE DAYS GREAT PAINS OF TRAVAIL SHALL COME UPON THEM.) WOE UNTO THEM THAT BUILD, FOR THEY SHALL NOT INHABIT. WOE UNTO THEM THAT BREAK UP THE FALLOW, FOR THEY SHALL LABOR WITHOUT CAUSE. WOE UNTO THEM THAT MAKE MARRIAGES, FOR UNTO FAMINE AND NEED SHALL THEY BEGET SONS. WOE UNTO THEM THAT JOIN HOUSE TO HOUSE OR FIELD TO FIELD, FOR ALL THINGS SHALL BE CONSUMED WITH FIRE. WOE UNTO THEM THAT LOOK NOT UNTO (?) THEMSELVES WHILE TIME ALLOWETH, FOR HEREAFTER SHALL THEY BE CONDEMNED FOR EVER. WOE UNTO THEM THAT TURN AWAY FROM THE POOR WHEN HE ASKETH. [HERE IS A BREAK: THE TEXT GOES ON: FOR I AM OF THE HIGH AND POWERFUL: I AM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL. (AL. AND KNOW YE: I AM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]: I AM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL SPIRITS.) THESE ARE THE SEVEN SIGNS THE ENDING OF THIS WORLD. THERE SHALL BE IN ALL THE EARTH FAMINE AND GREAT PESTILENCES AND MUCH DISTRESS: THEN SHALL ALL MEN BE LED CAPTIVE AMONG ALL NATIONS AND SHALL FALL BY THE EDGE OF THE SWORD. ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE JUDGEMENT WILL BE A GREAT MARVEL (OR, THE BEGINNING SHALL BE). AT THE THIRD HOUR OF THE DAY SHALL BE A GREAT AND MIGHTY VOICE IN THE FIRMAMENT OF THE HEAVEN, AND A GREAT CLOUD OF BLOOD COMING DOWN OUT OF THE NORTH, AND GREAT THUNDERING’S AND MIGHTY LIGHTNINGS SHALL FOLLOW THAT CLOUD, AND THERE SHALL BE A RAIN OF BLOOD UPON ALL THE EARTH. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE FIRST DAY (MONDAY IN THE ANGLO-SAXON, AND SO FOR THE OTHER DAYS). AND ON THE SECOND DAY THERE SHALL BE A GREAT VOICE IN THE FIRMAMENT OF THE HEAVEN, AND THE EARTH SHALL BE MOVED OUT OF ITS PLACE: AND THE GATES OF HEAVEN SHALL BE OPENED IN THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN TOWARD THE EAST, AND A GREAT POWER SHALL BE SENT BELCHED) FORTH BY THE GATES OF HEAVEN AND SHALL COVER ALL THE HEAVEN EVEN UNTIL EVENING (AL. AND THERE SHALL BE FEARS AND TREMBLING’S IN THE WORLD). THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE SECOND DAY. AND ON THE THIRD DAY, ABOUT THE SECOND HOUR, SHALL BE A VOICE IN HEAVEN, AND THE ABYSSES OF THE EARTH SHALL UTTER THEIR VOICE FROM THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD. THE FIRST HEAVEN SHALL BE ROLLED UP LIKE A BOOK AND SHALL STRAIGHTWAY VANISH. AND BECAUSE OF THE SMOKE AND STENCH OF THE BRIMSTONE OF THE ABYSS THE DAYS SHALL BE DARKENED UNTO THE TENTH HOUR. THEN SHALL ALL MEN SAY: I THINK THAT THE END DRAWETH NEAR, THAT WE SHALL PERISH. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE THIRD DAY. AND ON THE FOURTH DAY AT THE FIRST HOUR, THE EARTH OF THE EAST SHALL SPEAK, THE ABYSS SHALL ROAR: THEN SHALL ALL THE EARTH BE MOVED BY THE STRENGTH OF AN EARTHQUAKE. IN THAT DAY SHALL ALL THE IDOLS OF THE HEATHEN FALL, AND ALL THE BUILDINGS OF THE EARTH. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE FOURTH DAY. AND ON THE FIFTH DAY, AT THE SIXTH HOUR, THERE SHALL BE GREAT THUNDERING’S SUDDENLY IN THE HEAVEN, AND THE POWERS OF LIGHT AND THE WHEEL OF THE SUN SHALL BE CAUGHT AWAY, AND THERE SHALL BE GREAT DARKNESS OVER THE WORLD UNTIL EVENING, AND THE STARS SHALL BE TURNED AWAY FROM THEIR MINISTRY. IN THAT DAY ALL NATIONS SHALL HATE THE WORLD AND DESPISE THE LIFE OF THIS WORLD. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE FIFTH DAY. AND ON THE SIXTH DAY THERE SHALL BE SIGNS IN HEAVEN. AT THE FOURTH HOUR THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN SHALL BE CLOVEN FROM THE EAST UNTO THE WEST. AND THE ANGELS OF THE HEAVENS SHALL BE LOOKING FORTH UPON THE EARTH THE OPENING OF THE HEAVENS. AND ALL MEN SHALL SEE ABOVE THE EARTH THE HOST OF THE ANGELS LOOKING FORTH OUT OF HEAVEN. THEN SHALL ALL MEN FLEE. (HERE WILHELM'S TEXT ENDS ABRUPTLY.) 
BIHLMEYER'S TEXT, FROM MUNICH CLM. 4563 (ELEVENTH TO TWELFTH CENTURY, FROM BENEDICTBEUREN): AND THE VIENNA FRAGMENT
HEAR THOU, O THOMAS, FOR I AM THE SON OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND I AM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL SPIRITS. HEAR THOU OF ME THE SIGNS WHICH SHALL COME TO PASS AT THE END OF THIS WORLD, WHEN THE END OF THE WORLD SHALL BE FULFILLED (VIENNA: THAT IT, PASS AWAY) BEFORE MINE ELECT DEPART OUT OF THE WORLD. I WILL TELL THEE THAT WHICH SHALL COME TO PASS OPENLY UNTO MEN (OR, WILL TELL THEE OPENLY…): BUT WHEN THESE THINGS SHALL BE THE PRINCES OF THE ANGELS KNOW NOT, SEEING IT IS NOW HIDDEN FROM BEFORE  THEN SHALL THERE BE IN THE WORLD SHARING’S (PARTICIPATIONS) BETWEEN KING AND KING, AND IN ALL THE EARTH SHALL BE GREAT FAMINE GREAT PESTILENCES, AND MANY DISTRESSES, AND THE SONS OF MEN SHALL BE LED CAPTIVE AMONG ALL NATIONS AND SHALL FALL BY THE EDGE OF THE SWORD (AND THERE SHALL BE GREAT COMMOTION IN THE WORLD: VIENNA OMITS). THEN AFTER THAT WHEN THE HOUR OF THE END DRAWETH NIGH THERE SHALL BE FOR SEVEN DAYS GREAT SIGNS IN HEAVEN, AND THE POWERS OF THE HEAVENS SHALL BE MOVED. THEN SHALL THERE BE ON THE FIRST DAY THE BEGINNING: AT THE THIRD HOUR OF THE DAY A GREAT AND MIGHTY VOICE IN THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN AND A BLOODY CLOUD COMING UP (DOWN, VIENNA) OUT OF THE NORTH, AND GREAT THUNDERING’S AND MIGHTY LIGHTNINGS SHALL FOLLOW IT, AND IT SHALL COVER THE WHOLE HEAVEN, AND THERE SHALL BE A RAIN OF BLOOD UPON ALL THE EARTH. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE FIRST DAY. AND ON THE SECOND DAY THERE SHALL BE A GREAT VOICE IN THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN, AND THE EARTH SHALL BE MOVED OUT OF ITS PLACE, AND THE GATES OF HEAVEN SHALL BE OPENED IN THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN TOWARD THE EAST, AND THE (SMOKE OF A GREAT FIRE SHALL BREAK FORTH THROUGH THE GATES OF HEAVEN AND SHALL COVER ALL THE HEAVEN UNTIL EVENING. IN THAT DAY THERE SHALL BE FEARS AND GREAT TERRORS IN THE WORLD. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE SECOND DAY. VIENNA IS DEFECTIVE HERE). BUT ON THE THIRD DAY ABOUT THE THIRD HOUR SHALL BE A GREAT VOICE IN HEAVEN, AND THE ABYSSES OF THE EARTH (VIENNA ENDS) SHALL ROAR FROM THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD; THE PINNACLES (SO) OF THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN SHALL BE OPENED, AND ALL THE AIR SHALL BE FILLED WITH PILLARS OF SMOKE. THERE SHALL BE A STENCH OF BRIMSTONE, VERY EVIL, UNTIL THE TENTH HOUR, AND MEN SHALL SAY: WE THINK THE TIME DRAWETH NIGH THAT WE PERISH. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE THIRD DAY. AND ON THE FOURTH DAY AT THE FIRST HOUR, FROM THE LAND OF THE EAST THE ABYSS SHALL MELT (SO) AND ROAR. THEN SHALL ALL THE EARTH BE SHAKEN BY THE MIGHT OF AN EARTHQUAKE. IN THAT DAY SHALL THE ORNAMENTS OF THE HEATHEN FALL, AND ALL THE BUILDINGS OF THE EARTH, BEFORE THE MIGHT OF THE EARTHQUAKE. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE FOURTH DAY. BUT ON THE FIFTH DAY AT THE SIXTH HOUR, SUDDENLY THERE SHALL BE A GREAT THUNDER IN HEAVEN, AND THE POWERS OF LIGHT AND THE WHEEL OF THE SUN SHALL BE CAUGHT AWAY (MS. OPENED), AND THERE SHALL BE GREAT DARKNESS IN THE WORLD UNTIL EVENING, AND THE AIR SHALL BE GLOOMY (SAD) WITHOUT SUN OR MOON, AND THE STARS SHALL CEASE FROM THEIR MINISTRY. IN THAT DAY SHALL ALL NATIONS BEHOLD AS IN A MIRROR (?) (OR, BEHOLD IT AS SACKCLOTH) AND SHALL DESPISE THE LIFE OF THIS WORLD. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE FIFTH DAY. AND ON THE SIXTH DAY AT THE FOURTH HOUR THERE SHALL BE A GREAT VOICE IN HEAVEN, AND THE FIRMAMENT OF THE HEAVEN SHALL BE CLOVEN FROM THE EAST UNTO THE WEST, AND THE ANGELS OF THE HEAVENS SHALL BE LOOKING FORTH UPON THE EARTH BY THE OPENINGS OF THE HEAVENS, AND ALL THESE THAT ARE ON THE EARTH SHALL BEHOLD THE HOST OF THE ANGELS LOOKING FORTH OUT OF HEAVEN. THEN SHALL ALL MEN FLEE UNTO THE MONUMENTS (MOUNTAINS?) AND HIDE THEMSELVES FROM THE FACE OF THE RIGHTEOUS ANGELS, AND SAY: WOULD THAT THE EARTH WOULD OPEN AND SWALLOW US UP! AND SUCH THINGS SHALL COME TO PASS AS NEVER WERE SINCE THIS WORLD WAS CREATED. THEN SHALL THEY BEHOLD ME COMING FROM ABOVE IN THE LIGHT OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] WITH THE POWER AND HONOR OF THE HOLY ANGELS. THEN AT MY COMING SHALL THE FENCE OF FIRE OF PARADISE BE DONE AWAY, BECAUSE PARADISE, IS GIRT ROUND ABOUT WITH FIRE. AND THIS SHALL BE THAT PERPETUAL FIRE THAT SHALL CONSUME THE EARTH AND ALL THE ELEMENTS OF THE WORLD. THEN SHALL THE SPIRITS AND SOULS OF ALL MEN COME FORTH FROM PARADISE AND SHALL COME UPON ALL THE EARTH: AND EVERY ONE OF THEM SHALL GO UNTO HIS OWN BODY, WHERE IT IS LAID UP, AND EVERY ONE OF THEM SHALL SAY: HERE LIETH MY BODY. AND WHEN THE GREAT VOICE OF THOSE SPIRITS SHALL BE HEARD, THEN SHALL THERE BE A GREAT EARTHQUAKE OVER ALL THE WORLD, AND BY THE MIGHT THEREOF THE MOUNTAINS SHALL BE CLOVEN FROM ABOVE AND THE ROCKS FROM BENEATH. THEN SHALL EVERY SPIRIT RETURN INTO HIS OWN VESSEL AND THE BODIES OF THE SAINTS WHICH HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP SHALL ARISE. THEN SHALL THEIR BODIES BE CHANGED INTO THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE AND LIKENESS AND THE HONOR OF THE HOLY ANGELS, AND INTO THE POWER OF THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF MINE HOLY FATHER [STEPHEN]. THEN SHALL THEY BE CLOTHED WITH THE VESTURE OF LIFE ETERNAL, OUT OF THE CLOUD OF LIGHT WHICH HATH NEVER BEEN SEEN IN THIS WORLD; FOR THAT CLOUD COMETH DOWN OUT OF THE HIGHEST REALM OF THE HEAVEN FROM THE POWER OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND THAT CLOUD SHALL COMPASS ABOUT WITH THE BEAUTY THEREOF ALL THE SPIRITS THAT HAVE BELIEVED IN ME. THEN SHALL THEY BE CLOTHED, AND SHALL BE BORNE BY THE HAND OF THE HOLY ANGELS LIKE AS I HAVE TOLD YOU AFORETIME. THEN ALSO SHALL THEY BE LIFTED UP INTO THE AIR UPON A CLOUD OF LIGHT, AND SHALL GO WITH ME REJOICING UNTO HEAVEN, AND THEN SHALL THEY CONTINUE IN THE LIGHT AND HONOR OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN]. THEN SHALL THERE BE UNTO THEM GREAT GLADNESS WITH MY FATHER [STEPHEN] AND BEFORE THE HOLY ANGELS THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE SIXTH DAY. AND ON THE SEVENTH DAY AT THE EIGHTH HOUR THERE SHALL BE VOICES IN THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE HEAVEN. AND ALL THE AIR SHALL BE SHAKEN, AND FILLED WITH HOLY ANGELS, AND THEY SHALL MAKE WAR AMONG THEM ALL THE DAY LONG. AND IN THAT DAY SHALL MINE ELECT BE SOUGHT OUT BY THE HOLY ANGELS FROM THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WORLD. THEN SHALL ALL MEN SEE THAT THE HOUR OF THEIR DESTRUCTION DRAWETH NEAR. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE SEVENTH DAY. AND WHEN THE SEVEN DAYS ARE PASSED BY, ON THE EIGHTH DAY AT THE SIXTH HOUR THERE SHALL BE A SWEET AND TENDER VOICE IN HEAVEN FROM THE EAST. THEN SHALL THAT ANGEL BE REVEALED WHICH HATH POWER OVER THE HOLY ANGELS: AND ALL THE ANGELS SHALL GO FORTH WITH HIM, SITTING UPON CHARIOTS OF THE CLOUDS OF MINE HOLY FATHER [STEPHEN] (SO) REJOICING AND RUNNING UPON THE AIR BENEATH THE HEAVEN TO DELIVER THE ELECT THAT HAVE BELIEVED IN ME. AND THEY SHALL REJOICE THAT THE DESTRUCTION OF THIS WORLD HATH COME. THE WORDS OF THE SAVIOR UNTO THOMAS ARE ENDED, CONCERNING THE END OF THIS WORLD.
THE APOCALYPSE OF ADAM
THE FALL OF ADAM AND EVE
THE REVELATION THAT ADAM TAUGHT HIS SON SETH IN THE SEVEN HUNDREDTH YEAR, SAYING, LISTEN TO MY WORDS, MY SON SETH. WHEN GOD CREATED ME OUT OF THE EARTH ALONG WITH YOUR MOTHER EVE, I WENT ABOUT WITH HER IN A GLORY THAT SHE SAW IN THE ETERNAL REALM FROM WHICH WE CAME. SHE TAUGHT ME KNOWLEDGE OF THE ETERNAL GOD. AND WE RESEMBLED THE GREAT ETERNAL ANGELS, FOR WE WERE HIGHER THAN THE GOD WHO CREATED US AND THE POWERS WITH HIM, WHOM WE DID NOT KNOW. GOD, THE RULER OF THE REALMS AND THE POWERS, DIVIDED US IN WRATH, AND THEN WE BECAME TWO BEINGS. AND THE GLORY IN OUR HEARTS LEFT US, ME AND YOUR MOTHER EVE, ALONG WITH THE FIRST KNOWLEDGE THAT BREATHED IN US. AND GLORY FLED FROM US AND ENTERED ANOTHER GREAT REALM. YOUR MOTHER EVE AND I DIDN'T COME FROM THIS REALM. BUT KNOWLEDGE ENTERED INTO THE SEED OF GREAT ETERNAL BEINGS. FOR THIS REASON, I MYSELF HAVE CALLED YOU BY THE NAME OF THAT PERSON WHO IS THE SEED, OF THE GREAT GENERATION OR ITS PREDECESSOR. AFTER THOSE DAYS THE ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOD OF TRUTH WITHDREW FROM ME AND YOUR MOTHER EVE. THEN WE LEARNED ABOUT THE INANIMATE AS WE DID ABOUT HUMAN BEINGS. WE RECOGNIZED THE GOD WHO CREATED US. WE WERE NOT STRANGERS TO HIS POWERS. AND WE SERVED HIM IN FEAR AND SLAVERY. AFTER THESE EVENTS OUR HEARTS DARKENED, AND I SLEPT IN MY HEART'S DARKENED THOUGHT. 
ADAM AND EVE ARE AWAKENED
AND I SAW THREE PERSONS BEFORE ME WHOSE LIKENESS I WAS UNABLE TO RECOGNIZE. THEY WERE NOT FROM THE POWERS OF THE GOD WHO CREATED US. THEY SURPASSED GLORY, SAYING TO ME, "RISE, ADAM, FROM THE SLEEP OF DEATH, AND HEAR ABOUT THE ETERNAL BEING AND THE SEED OF THAT PERSON TO WHOM LIFE HAS COME, WHO CAME FROM YOU AND FROM EVE, YOUR WIFE." WHEN I HEARD THESE WORDS FROM THE GREAT PERSONS STANDING BEFORE ME, EVE AND I SIGHED IN OUR HEARTS. AND THE LORD, THE GOD WHO CREATED US, STOOD BEFORE US. HE SAID, "ADAM, WHY WERE YOU BOTH SIGHING IN YOUR HEARTS? DON'T YOU KNOW THAT I AM THE GOD WHO CREATED YOU? I BREATHED INTO YOU A SPIRIT OF LIFE AS A LIVING SOUL." DARKNESS CAME OVER OUR EYES. THEN THE GOD WHO CREATED US CREATED A SON FROM HIMSELF AND EVE, YOUR MOTHER KNEW A SWEET [SEXLESS] DESIRE FOR YOUR MOTHER. AND THE VIGOR OF OUR ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE WAS DESTROYED IN US, AND WEAKNESS PURSUED US. THE DAYS OF OUR LIFE, WERE FEW. I KNEW THAT I HAD COME UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF DEATH. NOW, MY SON SETH, I WILL REVEAL WHAT THOSE WHOM I SAW REVEALED TO ME. AFTER I WENT THROUGH THE PERIOD OF THIS GENERATION AND THE YEARS OF THE GENERATION WERE OVER... 
NOAH AND THE FLOOD
FOR RAIN SHOWERS OF GOD ALMIGHTY WILL POUR DOWN SO THAT HE CAN DESTROY ALL FLESH FROM THE EARTH, USING WHAT IS AROUND THEM, ALONG WITH PEOPLE FROM THE SEED OF THOSE WHO RECEIVED THE LIFE OF KNOWLEDGE. THAT LIFE OF KNOWLEDGE CAME FROM YOUR MOTHER EVE AND ME. THEY WERE STRANGERS TO HIM. AFTERWARD GREAT ANGELS COME ON HIGH CLOUDS, WHO TAKE THOSE PEOPLE WHERE THE SPIRIT OF LIFE LIVES THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF FLESH WILL BE LEFT BEHIND IN THE WATERS. GOD WILL REST FROM HIS WRATH. AND HE CASTS HIS POWER ON THE WATERS, AND GIVES POWER TO HIS SONS AND THEIR WIVES, BY MEANS OF THE ARK ALONG WITH THE ANIMALS, WHICHEVER HE PLEASED, AND THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN, WHICH HE CALLED AND RELEASED UPON THE EARTH. AND GOD SAYS TO NOAH, WHOM GENERATIONS CALL DEUCALION [NOAH], "LOOK, I HAVE PROTECTED YOU IN THE ARK ALONG WITH YOUR WIFE AND YOUR SONS AND THEIR WIVES AND THEIR ANIMALS AND THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN, WHICH YOU CALLED AND RELEASED UPON THE EARTH...SO, I GIVE THE EARTH TO YOU, TO YOU AND YOUR SONS. IN KINGLY FASHION YOU WILL RULE OVER IT, YOU AND YOUR SONS. AND YOU WILL HAVE NO SEED FROM THE PEOPLE WHO DO NOT STAND IN MY PRESENCE IN ANOTHER GLORY." SOME BECOME LIKE THE CLOUD OF GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE PEOPLE COME WHO ARE SENT OUT FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GREAT ETERNAL REALMS AND THE ANGELS. THEY STAND BEFORE NOAH AND THE REALMS. AND GOD SAYS TO NOAH, "WHY HAVE YOU STRAYED FROM WHAT I TOLD YOU? YOU HAVE CREATED ANOTHER GENERATION SO YOU CAN SCORN MY POWER." AND NOAH SAYS, "I TESTIFY BEFORE YOUR MIGHT THAT THE GENERATION OF THESE PEOPLE DIDN'T COME FROM ME OR MY SONS..." AND…THOSE PEOPLE ARE BROUGHT INTO THEIR PROPER LAND AND A HOLY DWELLING WILL BE BUILT FOR THEM. AND THEY ARE CALLED BY THAT NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND LIVE THERE SIX HUNDRED YEARS IN KNOWLEDGE OF [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY. ANGELS OF THE GREAT LIGHT LIVE WITH THEM. NO FOUL DEED RESIDES IN THEIR HEARTS, BUT ONLY THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. THEN NOAH DIVIDES THE WHOLE EARTH AMONG HIS SONS, HAM AND JAPHETH AND SHEM. HE SAYS TO THEM, "MY SONS, HEAR ME. LOOK, I HAVE DIVIDED THE EARTH AMONG YOU. BUT SERVE HIM IN FEAR AND SLAVERY ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE. YOU CHILDREN MUST NOT GO AWAY FROM THE FACE OF GOD ALMIGHTY..."...THE SON OF NOAH SAYS, "YOU AND YOUR POWER WILL BE PLEASED WITH MY SEED. SEAL IT WITH YOUR STRONG HAND OF FEAR AND COMMAND, AND THEN THE WHOLE SEED THAT CAME FROM ME WILL NOT TURN FROM YOU AND GOD ALMIGHTY, BUT THEY WILL SERVE IN HUMILITY AND FEAR OF WHAT THEY KNOW." 
THE FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND
THEN OTHERS FROM THE SEED OF HAM AND JAPHETH COME, FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND, AND ENTER ANOTHER LAND AND STAY WITH THOSE PEOPLE WHO CAME FROM THE GREAT ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE. THE SHADOW OF THEIR POWER PROTECTS THOSE WITH THEM FROM EVERYTHING EVIL AND EVERY FILTHY [SEXUAL] DESIRE. THEN THE SEED OF HAM AND JAPHETH FORMS TWELVE KINGDOMS, AND THEIR OTHER SEED ENTERS INTO THE KINGDOM OF OTHER PEOPLE …THEY TAKE COUNSEL…AEONS…THAT ARE DEAD…THE GREAT AEONS OF [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY. AND THEY GO TO THEIR GOD SAKLA. THEY GO IN TO THE POWERS, ACCUSING THE GREAT ONES WHO ARE IN THEIR GLORY. THEY SAY TO SAKLA, "WHAT IS THE POWER OF THESE PEOPLE WHO STOOD IN YOUR PRESENCE, WHO WERE TAKEN FROM THE SEED OF HAM AND JAPHETH, WHO NUMBER FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND? THEY WERE RECEIVED INTO ANOTHER REALM FROM WHICH THEY CAME, AND THEY OVERTURNED ALL THE GLORY OF YOUR POWER AND THE DOMINION OF YOUR HAND. THE SEED OF NOAH THROUGH HIS SONS HAS DONE YOUR WILL, AND SO HAVE ALL THE POWERS IN THE REALMS OVER WHICH YOUR MIGHT RULES. BOTH THOSE PEOPLE AND THOSE WHO RESIDE IN THEIR GLORY HAVE NOT DONE YOUR WILL. BUT THEY HAVE TURNED ASIDE YOUR WHOLE THRONG." 
FIRE AND SULFUR AND ASPHALT
THEN THE GOD OF THE REALMS GIVES THEM SOME OF THOSE WHO SERVE HIM THEY COME ON THAT LAND WHERE THE GREAT ONES ARE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN DEFILED, NOR WILL THEY BE [SEXUALLY] DEFILED BY ANY [SEXUAL] DESIRE. FOR THEIR SOULS DID NOT COME FROM A DEFILED HAND, BUT FROM AN ETERNAL ANGEL'S GREAT COMMAND. THEN FIRE AND SULFUR AND ASPHALT ARE CAST UPON THOSE PEOPLE, AND FIRE AND BLINDING MIST COME OVER THOSE REALMS, AND THE EYES OF THE POWERS OF THE LUMINARIES ARE DARKENED, AND THE INHABITANTS OF THE REALMS CANNOT SEE IN THOSE DAYS. AND GREAT CLOUDS OF LIGHT DESCEND, AND OTHER CLOUDS OF LIGHT COME DOWN ON THEM FROM THE GREAT ETERNAL REALMS. ABRASAX AND SABLO AND GAMALIEL DESCEND AND BRING THOSE PEOPLE OUT OF THE FIRE AND THE WRATH, AND TAKE THEM ABOVE THE ETERNAL REALMS AND THE RULERS OF THE POWERS, AND TAKE THEM AWAY...THERE WITH THE HOLY ANGELS AND THE ETERNAL BEINGS. THE PEOPLE WILL BE LIKE THOSE ANGELS, FOR THEY ARE NOT STRANGERS TO THEM. BUT THEY WORK WITH THE IMPERISHABLE SEED. 
THE ILLUMINATOR OF KNOWLEDGE
ONCE AGAIN, FOR THE THIRD TIME, THE ILLUMINATOR OF KNOWLEDGE PASSES BY IN GREAT GLORY TO LEAVE SOME OF THE SEED OF NOAH AND THE SONS OF HAM AND JAPHETH—TO LEAVE FRUIT-BEARING TREES FOR HIMSELF. AND HE REDEEMS THEIR SOULS FROM THE DAY OF DEATH. THE WHOLE CREATION THAT CAME FROM THE DEAD EARTH WILL BE UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF DEATH. BUT THOSE WHO REFLECT ON THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ETERNAL GOD IN THEIR HEARTS WILL NOT PERISH. THEY HAVE NOT RECEIVED SPIRIT FROM THIS KINGDOM BUT FROM SOMETHING ETERNAL, ANGELIC...THE ILLUMINATOR WILL COME...SETH. AND HE WILL PERFORM SIGNS AND WONDERS TO SCORN THE POWERS AND THEIR RULER. THEN THE GOD OF THE POWERS IS DISTURBED AND SAYS, "WHAT IS THE POWER OF THIS PERSON WHO IS HIGHER THAN WE ARE?" THEN HE BRINGS A GREAT WRATH AGAINST THAT PERSON. AND GLORY WITHDRAWS AND LIVES IN HOLY HOUSES IT HAS CHOSEN FOR ITSELF. THE POWERS DO NOT SEE IT WITH THEIR EYES, NOR DO THEY SEE THE ILLUMINATOR. THEY PUNISH THE FLESH OF THE ONE OVER WHOM THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS COME. 
THE ORIGIN OF THE ILLUMINATOR
THEN THE ANGELS AND ALL THE GENERATIONS OF THE POWERS WILL USE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], ASKING, "WHERE DID THIS COME FROM?" OR "WHERE DID THE WORDS OF DECEPTION, WHICH ALL THE POWERS HAVE FAILED TO REALIZE, COME FROM?" NOW, THE FIRST KINGDOM SAYS OF THE ILLUMINATOR THAT HE CAME FROM...A SPIRIT...TO HEAVEN. HE WAS NOURISHED IN THE HEAVENS. HE RECEIVED THE GLORY OF THAT ONE AND THE POWER. HE CAME TO THE BOSOM OF HIS MOTHER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE SECOND KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A GREAT PROPHET. AND A BIRD CAME, TOOK THE CHILD WHO WAS BORN, AND BROUGHT HIM ONTO A HIGH MOUNTAIN. AND HE WAS NOURISHED BY THE BIRD OF HEAVEN. AN ANGEL CAME FORTH THERE. HE SAID TO HIM, "RISE! GOD HAS GIVEN YOU GLORY." HE RECEIVED GLORY AND STRENGTH, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE THIRD KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A VIRGIN WOMB. HE WAS CAST OUT OF HIS CITY, HE AND HIS MOTHER; HE WAS BROUGHT TO A DESERT PLACE. HE WAS NOURISHED THERE. HE CAME AND RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE FOURTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A VIRGIN, SOLOMON SOUGHT HER, HE AND PHERSALO AND SAUEL AND HIS ARMIES, WHICH HAD BEEN SENT OUT. SOLOMON HIMSELF SENT HIS ARMY OF DEMONS TO SEEK OUT THE VIRGIN. AND THEY DID NOT FIND THE ONE WHOM THEY SOUGHT, BUT THE VIRGIN WHO WAS GIVEN TO THEM. IT WAS SHE WHOM THEY FETCHED. SOLOMON TOOK HER. THE VIRGIN BECAME PREGNANT AND GAVE BIRTH TO THE CHILD THERE. SHE NOURISHED HIM ON A BORDER OF THE DESERT. WHEN HE WAS NOURISHED, HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER FROM THE SEED FROM WHICH HE WAS CONCEIVED, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE FIFTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A DROP FROM HEAVEN. HE WAS THROWN INTO THE SEA. THE ABYSS RECEIVED HIM, GAVE BIRTH TO HIM, AND BROUGHT HIM TO HEAVEN. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE SIXTH KINGDOM SAYS THAT ONE…CAME DOWN TO THE REALM THAT IS BELOW IN ORDER TO GATHER FLOWERS. SHE BECAME PREGNANT FROM THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE OF THE FLOWERS [VIRGINITIES]. SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HIM IN THAT PLACE. THE ANGELS OF THE FLOWER GARDEN NOURISHED HIM. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER THERE, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE SEVENTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE IS A DROP AND CAME FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH. DRAGONS BROUGHT HIM DOWN TO CAVES, AND HE BECAME A CHILD. A SPIRIT CAME OVER HIM AND RAISED HIM TO THE PLACE FROM WHERE THE DROP HAD COME. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER THERE, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE EIGHTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT A CLOUD CAME OVER THE EARTH AND ENVELOPED A ROCK. HE CAME FROM IT. THE ANGELS ABOVE THE CLOUD NOURISHED HIM. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER THERE, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE NINTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT FROM THE NINE MUSES ONE SEPARATED. SHE CAME TO A HIGH MOUNTAIN AND SPENT SOME TIME SEATED THERE, SO THAT SHE [SEXLESS] DESIRED HER OWN BODY IN ORDER TO BECOME ANDROGYNOUS [NO GENDERED HERMAPHRODITE KNOWN AS SHE-MALES]. SHE FULFILLED HER [SEXLESS] DESIRE AND BECAME PREGNANT FROM HER [SEXLESS] DESIRE. HE WAS BORN. THE ANGELS WHO WERE OVER THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE NOURISHED HIM. AND HE RECEIVED GLORY THERE AND POWER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE TENTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HIS GOD [SEXLESSLY] LOVED A CLOUD OF [SEXLESS] DESIRE. HE FATHERED HIM IN HIS HAND AND CAST UPON THE CLOUD ABOVE HIM SOME OF THE DROP, AND HE WAS BORN. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER THERE, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE ELEVENTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT THE FATHER [SEXLESS] DESIRED HIS OWN DAUGHTER. SHE WAS PREGNANT FROM HER FATHER. SHE CAST HER CHILD…TOMB OUT IN THE DESERT. THE ANGEL NOURISHED HIM THERE, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE TWELFTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM TWO LUMINARIES. HE WAS NOURISHED THERE. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE THIRTEENTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT EVERY BIRTH OF THEIR RULER IS A WORD. AND THIS WORD RECEIVED A MANDATE THERE. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER, AND IN THIS WAY, HE CAME TO THE WATER, THAT THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE OF THOSE POWERS MIGHT BE SATISFIED. BUT THE GENERATION WITHOUT A KING SAYS THAT GOD CHOSE HIM FROM ALL THE ETERNAL REALMS. HE CAUSED KNOWLEDGE OF THE ONE OF TRUTH, WHO IS UNDEFILED, TO RESIDE IN HIM. HE SAID, "OUT OF A FOREIGN AIR, FROM A HUGE ETERNAL REALM, THE GREAT ILLUMINATOR APPEARED. AND HE MADE THE GENERATION OF THOSE PEOPLE WHOM HE HAD CHOSEN FOR HIMSELF SHINE, SO THAT THEY SHOULD SHINE ON THE WHOLE ETERNAL REALM." 
PEOPLE ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR [SEXUAL] ERROR
THE SEED, THOSE WHO WILL RECEIVE HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] UPON THE WATER AND THAT OF THEM ALL, WILL FIGHT AGAINST THE POWER. AND A CLOUD OF DARKNESS WILL COME UPON THEM. THEN THE PEOPLES WILL CRY OUT WITH A GREAT VOICE, SAYING, "BLESSINGS ON THE SOUL OF THOSE PEOPLE BECAUSE THEY HAVE KNOWN GOD WITH A KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH. THEY SHALL LIVE FOREVER, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT BEEN [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED BY THEIR [SEXLESS] DESIRE, ALONG WITH THE ANGELS, NOR HAVE THEY PERFORMED THE WORKS OF THE POWERS, BUT THEY HAVE STOOD IN HIS PRESENCE IN A KNOWLEDGE OF GOD LIKE LIGHT THAT HAS COME FORTH FROM FIRE AND BLOOD. "BUT WE HAVE DONE EVERY DEED OF THE POWERS FOOLISHLY. WE HAVE BOASTED IN THE TRANSGRESSION OF ALL OUR WORKS. WE HAVE CRIED AGAINST THE GOD OF TRUTH BECAUSE ALL HIS WORK ... IS ETERNAL. THESE ARE AGAINST OUR SPIRITS. FOR NOW, WE KNOW THAT OUR SOULS WILL DIE IN DEATH." THEN A VOICE CAME TO THEM. MICHEUS AND MICHAR AND MNESINOUS, WHO ARE OVER THE HOLY BAPTISM AND THE LIVING WATER, WERE SAYING, "WHY WERE YOU CRYING OUT AGAINST THE LIVING GOD WITH LAWLESS [SEXUAL] VOICES AND TONGUES WITHOUT [SEXLESS] LAW OVER THEM, AND SOULS FULL OF BLOOD AND FOUL [SEXUAL] DEEDS? YOU ARE FULL OF WORKS THAT ARE NOT OF THE TRUTH, YET YOUR WAYS ARE FULL OF JOY AND REJOICING. HAVING [SEXUALLY] DEFILED THE WATER OF LIFE, YOU HAVE DRAWN IT WITHIN THE WILL OF THE POWERS TO WHOM YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO SERVE THEM. "AND YOUR THOUGHT IS NOT LIKE THAT OF THOSE PEOPLE WHOM YOU PERSECUTE THEIR FRUIT DOES NOT WITHER. BUT THEY WILL BE KNOWN UP TO THE GREAT ETERNAL REALMS, BECAUSE THE WORDS THEY HAVE KEPT, OF THE GOD OF THE ETERNAL REALMS, WERE NOT COMMITTED TO THE BOOK, NOR WERE THEY WRITTEN. ANGELIC BEINGS WILL BRING THEM, WHOM ALL THE GENERATIONS OF PEOPLE WILL NOT KNOW. FOR THEY WILL BE ON A HIGH MOUNTAIN, UPON A ROCK OF TRUTH. THEREFORE, THEY WILL BE CALLED WORDS OF [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBILITY AND TRUTH, FOR THOSE WHO KNOW THE ETERNAL GOD IN WISDOM OF KNOWLEDGE AND TEACHING OF ANGELS FOREVER, FOR HE KNOWS ALL THINGS." THESE ARE THE REVELATIONS THAT ADAM MADE KNOWN TO SETH HIS SON. AND HIS SON TAUGHT HIS SEED ABOUT THEM. THIS IS THE HIDDEN KNOWLEDGE OF ADAM, WHICH HE GAVE TO SETH, WHICH IS THE HOLY BAPTISM OF THOSE WHO KNOW THE ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE THROUGH THOSE BORN OF THE WORD AND THE IMPERISHABLE ILLUMINATORS, WHO CAME FROM THE HOLY SEED: YESSEUS MAZAREUS YESSEDEKEUS, THE LIVING, WATER.
THE APOCALYPSE OF DANIEL
[bookmark: C2][bookmark: C3][bookmark: C4][bookmark: C5][bookmark: C6][bookmark: C7][bookmark: C8][bookmark: C9][bookmark: C10][bookmark: C11][bookmark: C12][bookmark: C13][bookmark: C14][bookmark: C15][bookmark: C16][bookmark: C17][bookmark: C18][bookmark: C19][bookmark: C20][bookmark: C21][bookmark: C22][bookmark: C23][bookmark: C24][bookmark: C25][bookmark: C26][bookmark: C27][bookmark: C28]1. IN THE THIRD YEAR OF CYRUS THE PERSIAN, WHO CAPTURED BABYLON, A WORD WAS REVEALED TO DANIEL, WHOSE NAME IS BALTHASAR.  THIS WORD IS TRUE.  I, DANIEL, FASTED FOR TWENTY-ONE DAYS UNTIL THE EVENING; I HAD NOT EATEN MEAT, I HAD NOT DRUNK WINE, I HAD NOT ANOINTED MYSELF WITH OIL. 2. IT HAPPENED, AS I WAS ON THE BANK OF THE TIGRIS, THAT THIS WAS REVEALED TO ME; I LOOKED; AND THE FOUR WINDS OF HEAVEN WERE BLOWING TOWARDS THE GREAT SEA. 3. I SAW FOUR VERY FRIGHTENING ANIMALS RISING FROM THE RIVER. 4. THE FIRST ANIMAL RESEMBLED A BEAR, HAVING WINGS LIKE AN EAGLE. I SAW AS I WAITED THAT IT FLEW WITH ITS WINGS; A HUMAN HEART WAS GIVEN TO IT AND IT STOOD ON ITS FEET. 5. THE SECOND ANIMAL RESEMBLED HUMAN FLESH; EXCESSIVELY HORRIBLE, IT STOOD TO ONE SIDE.  I WATCHED UNTIL THREE QUARTERS OF ITS FACE WERE BROKEN AND THE FOURTH QUARTER REMAINED FIRM.  I LOOKED AT IT UNTIL ITS TEETH WERE TORN OUT OF ITS MOUTH. 6. THE THIRD ANIMAL RESEMBLED A PANTHER; IT HAD WINGS, FOUR HEADS, DEVOURING WITH SPEED AND SCATTERING WHAT REMAINED. 7. THE FOURTH ANIMAL WHICH I SAW RESEMBLED A LION, AN ANIMAL MUCH MORE TERRIBLE THAN ALL THE ANIMALS WHICH HAD BEEN BEFORE IT.  POWER AND GREAT FORCE WERE GIVEN TO IT; ITS HANDS WERE OF IRON, ITS NAILS OF BRONZE; DEVOURING, CHEWING, CRUSHING WITH ITS FEET WHAT REMAINED.  I SAW TEN HORNS WHICH CAME OUT FROM ITS HEAD:  I SAW ALSO ANOTHER SMALL HORN, WHICH CAME OUT BESIDE THESE TEN HORNS.  AND GREAT POWER AND A REMARKABLE FORM WERE GIVEN TO IT.  I SAW FOUR DIFFERENT (HORNS) WHICH AROSE ON ITS LEFT, THEN FOUR OTHERS WHICH AROSE AFTER ALL THESE; EACH OF THEM WAS DIFFERENT FROM THE OTHERS, AND, BETWEEN THEM ALL, THEY MADE NINETEEN (HORNS). 8. AND I HEARD A VOICE WHICH SAID TO ME:  "DANIEL, DO YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU SAW?"  BUT I SAID:  "HOW CAN I UNDERSTAND, IF NOBODY GUIDES ME?” 9. I LOOKED AND I SAW AN ANGEL OF GOD STANDING ON MY RIGHT.  ITS WINGS WERE EXTREMELY BRIGHT.  I WAS AFRAID AND I FELL TO THE GROUND.  THE ANGEL SEIZED ME, MADE ME STAND ON MY FEET AND SAID TO ME: "STAND ON YOUR FEET, SO THAT I CAN PROCLAIM TO YOU WHAT WILL HAPPEN IN THE LAST DAYS. 10. THE FOUR ANIMALS WHICH YOU SAW ARE FOUR KINGDOMS.  THE ANIMAL THAT YOU SAW, SIMILAR TO A BEAR, IS THE KING OF PERSIA. HE WILL POSSESS THE LAND FOR FIVE HUNDRED FIFTY-FIVE (555) YEARS. THEN HE WILL PERISH WITH HIS KINGDOM; HE WILL NOT BE POWERFUL FOR ALWAYS. 11. THE SECOND ANIMAL THAT YOU SAW, SIMILAR TO HUMAN FLESH, IT IS THE KING OF THE ROMANS:  HE WILL SEIZE THE LAND AS IF BY IRON; HE WILL EXTEND HIMSELF OVER IT; HE WILL DOMINATE BY HIS ARMIES AS FAR AS THE LAND OF THE ETHIOPIANS, AND HE WILL REIGN OVER IT NINE HUNDRED AND ELEVEN YEARS.  BUT HE WILL NOT POSSESS THE CAPITAL OF THE KINGDOM, UNTIL MANY DAYS ARE COMPLETED. 12. THE THIRD ANIMAL WHICH YOU SAW, WHO RESEMBLED A PANTHER, IT IS THE KING OF THE GREEKS.  HE WILL REIGN OVER IT FOR A THOUSAND YEARS AND THIRTY DAYS; BUT HIS REIGN WILL NOT LAST. 13. THE FOURTH ANIMAL WHICH YOU SAW, WHO RESEMBLES A LION, IS THE KING OF THE SONS OF ISHMAEL.  HE WILL REIGN FOR A LONG TIME OVER THE LAND AND WILL BE VERY POWERFUL DURING MANY DAYS.  THIS REALM WILL BE OF THE RACE OF ABRAHAM AND OF THE SLAVE OF SARA, THE WIFE OF ABRAHAM. ALL THE CITIES OF THE PERSIANS, THE ROMANS AND THE GREEKS WILL BE DESTROYED; NINETEEN KINGS OF THIS RACE AMONG THE SONS OF ISHMAEL WILL REIGN OVER THE LAND; THEY WILL REIGN UNTIL THE TIME OF THEIR END. 14. THE TENTH OF THEIR KINGS WILL BE LIKE A PROPHET, THE NUMBER OF HIS NAME IS 399. HE WILL PRACTICE JUSTICE, WILL GIVE BREAD TO THE FAMISHED, CLOTHING TO THOSE WHICH ARE NAKED.  HE WILL FREE THOSE WHO ARE SLAVES.  HIS MERCY WILL SPREAD OVER THE WHOLE LAND, AND HIS JUSTICE UP TO HEAVEN. 15. THE ELEVENTH OF THEIR KINGS WILL PRACTICE INIQUITY OVER ALL THE LAND; HE WILL RUIN THE OLD WORKS.  HE WILL PERSECUTE THOSE WHICH ARE ON THE LAND, SO THAT NOBODY IS FOUND WHO LIVES THERE OR REMAINS THERE.  ALL MEN WILL GROAN FOR FORTY-TWO MONTHS.  IF THE GOD OF HEAVEN TREATS HIM WITH INDULGENCE, HIS REIGN WILL LAST FORTY MONTHS. 16. THE REIGN OF THE TWELFTH OF THEIR KINGS WILL CONSEQUENTLY BE STRENGTHENED BY THE JUDGEMENTS OF HIS MOUTH.  HE WILL CARRY OUT MALICIOUS ACTIONS IN THE LAND, SO MUCH THAT MEN WILL BE ASTONISHED BY WHAT HE DID.  THERE WILL BE MANY WARS DURING HIS REIGN.  AT THE END OF THE TIME, A KING WILL THOROUGHLY DISTURB THE KINGDOM OF ISMAELITES FOR ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-SEVEN YEARS.  IN THE HUNDRED AND TENTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN, HE WILL HAVE A WAR WITH THE ETHIOPIANS.  THE ISMAELITES WILL REIGN OVER THEM, UNTIL THEY HAVE DESPOILED THE CITY OF THE KINGDOM, WHICH IS SOUBAN.  THEY WILL SEND MESSENGERS TO ASK FOR PEACE; THEY WILL GIVE THEM MONEY AND GOLD IN GREAT QUANTITY, A TRIBUTE WILL BE PAID TO THEM IN ETHIOPIA. 17. THE THIRTEENTH OF THEM WILL NOT LIVE IN THIS KINGDOM AT ALL, AND THEY WILL NOT FEAR HIM. HIS REIGN WILL BE OF A FEW DAYS. 18. THE FOURTEENTH OF THEIR KINGS WILL RECEIVE GOLD AND MONEY IN GREAT QUANTITY AND HE WILL JUDGE THE LAND WITH EQUITY.  HE WILL ENGAGE IN WAR WITH LOWER EGYPT, SO THAT EGYPT IS IN SORROW AND GROANING.  THE ETHIOPIANS WILL NOT BE SUBJECTED AT ALL TO HIM, THEY WILL NOT PAY HIM TRIBUTE.  IN THOSE DAYS THERE WILL BE WAR IN THE LAND OF THE ROMANS.  THE ETHIOPIANS WILL MAKE WAR WITH THE SOUTHERNMOST REGIONS OF EGYPT; THEY WILL PLUNDER THE BOROUGHS AND ALL THE CITIES OF LOWER EGYPT, UNTIL THEY ARRIVE AT THE TOWN OF CLEOPATRA THAT SHE BUILT HERSELF IN UPPER EGYPT, WHICH CITY IS SCHMOUN.  AFTER THESE THINGS, THE KING OF SYRIA WILL LEARN OF IT, HE WILL FEAR THE END BECAUSE THE WAR IS APPROACHING HIM.  IN THE END, HIS REIGN WILL BE ESTABLISHED AND HE WILL ENJOY A HAPPY EXISTENCE. 19. THEN A CHILD WILL ARISE AMONG THE ISRAELITES WILL RISE; THIS IS THE FIFTEENTH OF THEIR KINGS. IN HIS HEART, HE WILL BE HARD LIKE IRON; HE WILL EXTEND HIS SWORD TO THE ROMANS; HIS RIGHT HAND WILL BE ON THE ETHIOPIANS.  HIS FACE WILL BE DOUBLE (=CHEATING) AND HIS LANGUAGE WILL BE DOUBLE (=CRAFTY).  DURING THE DAYS OF HIS REIGN, THERE WILL BE A GREAT DISORDER OVER ALL THE LAND, AND HIS WORD WILL BE VIOLENT LIKE FIRE.  THE ETHIOPIANS WILL BRING GIFTS OF GOLD TO HIM, OF SILVER, OF PEARLS, AND HE WILL IMPOSE HIS WORK ON EVERYONE.  HE WILL MAKE SEVERAL NATIONS CAPTIVE IN ORDER TO CONSCRIPT THEM; THROUGHOUT ALL HIS REIGN, THERE WILL NOT BE ENOUGH BREAD; THERE WILL BE NO PEACE AS LONG AS HE WILL REIGN, AND IN HIS TIME CARNAGE WILL BE FREQUENT. 20. AS FOR THE SIXTEENTH OF THEIR KINGS, THERE WILL BE NO WAR IN HIS KINGDOM, AND HE HIMSELF WILL NOT FIGHT WITH ANYBODY, AND HE WILL BE GRANTED A LONG TIME (WHICH HE WILL SPEND) IN PEACE, AND HIS REIGN WILL PASS IN UPRIGHTNESS. 21. AS REGARDS THE SEVENTEENTH OF THEIR KINGS, A WAR WILL BREAK OUT BETWEEN HIM AND HIS NATION; IT IS HIM WHOSE NAME MAKES THE NUMBER 666.  HE WILL ELEVATE FROM HIS NATION A MAN WHO WILL MAKE WAR FOR HIM; HE WILL PURSUE HIM AS FAR AS EGYPT WITH THE RICHES OF ITS KINGDOM. HE WILL NEGLECT HIS NATION AND ITS GREAT PEOPLE AND WILL SCATTER RICHES IN PUBLIC PLACES AND HIGHWAYS.  WHILE MOVING IN LOWER EGYPT WITH HIS RICHES, HE WILL GO INTO UPPER EGYPT ON THE SIDE OF THE NORTH, WITH THE INTENTION TO PLUNDER SOUBAN, THE CITY OF THE ETHIOPIANS, WITH THE REMAINDER OF ITS RICHES.  BUT A MAN OF HIS OWN NATION WILL KILL HIM IN THE SOUTHERNMOST REGIONS OF LOWER EGYPT, AND WILL TAKE WHAT REMAINS TO HIM OF HIS RICHES. 22. THE EIGHTEENTH OF THEIR KINGS, AT THE BEGINNING OF HIS REIGN, WILL WORK GREAT EVILS, FOR ONE THOUSAND, TWO HUNDRED AND SIXTY DAYS.  HE WILL WAGE WAR IN THE WESTERN COUNTRIES, AND HE WILL GAIN THE VICTORY UNTIL THE DAY OF HIS DEATH. 23. THEN AMONG THEM A CHILD WILL ARISE, WHO IS HIS SON.  THIS ONE IS THE NINETEENTH OF THEIR KINGS. HE WILL BE THE CHILD OF A DOUBLE RACE, BECAUSE HIS FATHER IS AN ISRAELITE, HIS MOTHER IS ROMAN. THERE WILL BE WAR IN EGYPT AND SYRIA FOR TWENTY-ONE MONTHS. THEIR SWORDS WILL FALL ON THEMSELVES IN THIS WAR.  THIS IS THE KING WHOSE NAME MAKES THE NUMBER 666; HE WILL BE CALLED BY THESE THREE NAMES:  MAMETIOS, KHALLE AND SARAPIDOS. BEING A CHILD, HE WILL REIGN IN ORDER TO DO MUCH EVIL. HE WILL ORDER ALL THE JEWS WHICH ARE IN ALL PLACES TO GATHER IN JERUSALEM. ALL THE LAND WILL BE DISTURBED DURING HIS REIGN, UNTIL ANY MAN CAN BE SOLD FOR A SINGLE DINAR.  HE IS WITHOUT DECENCY AND HE WILL FORGET THE FEAR OF GOD.  HE WILL NOT REMEMBER THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF ISHMAEL HIS FATHER, NOR OF HIS MOTHER, WHO IS ROMAN; HE WILL BE [SEXUALLY] ARROGANT, CONTINUOUSLY DRUNK; HE WILL MAKE A GREAT NUMBER OF THOSE WHO EAT AT HIS TABLE DIE BY POISONED BEVERAGES, AND IN THESE DAYS, THERE WILL BE GREAT DEVASTATIONS. HE WILL FREE SYRIA AND THE TERRITORY OF JEWS, AND WILL TORMENT THE EAST AND EGYPT.  HE WILL ESTABLISH CARRIERS OF LETTERS IN EGYPT.  TWO AND THREE TIMES IN ONLY ONE YEAR, THE EAST WILL BE AGAINST ITSELF IN THIS REIGN WHICH WILL BE THE NINETEENTH.  HE WILL SEEK NEITHER JUSTICE, NOR TRUTH, BUT HE WILL SEEK GOLD ALL THE TIME.  HE WILL ESTABLISH MANAGERS IN THE REGIONS OF AFRICA, AND A GREAT QUANTITY OF SOLDIERS.  WAR WILL BREAK OUT BETWEEN HIM AND THEM; THEY WILL DESTROY THE MULTITUDE WHICH IS WITH HIM; HE WILL BE ESTABLISHED IN THE REGIONS OF AFRICA, WITH WHAT WILL REMAIN OF HIS TROOPS, FOR SEVERAL YEARS, AND HE WILL NOT OVERCOME IT (AFRICA).  THEN A FOREIGN NATION WILL RISE AGAINST HIM; IT IS CALLED PITOURGOS (THE TURK); IT WILL MAKE WAR ON HIM.  SARAPIDOS WILL DOMINATE OVER MANY ROMANS, OVER PENTAPOLIS, OVER THE MEDES; FROM THEM ALL HE WILL TAKE A TRIBUTE, WILL COMMAND THEIR CITIES AND WILL PLUNDER THE CITY WHICH HE BUILT, AND REGIONS THAT HIS FATHER HAD GATHERED. THE TURK WILL PREPARE FOR WAR TO REMOVE THE KINGDOM FROM THE HANDS OF SARAPIDOS; HITHERTO SARAPIDOS REMAINED AT HOME. HE WAS LOOKING FOR SPOILS, BECAUSE SARAPIDOS HAD GREAT RICHES BEFORE HIS EYES, GOLD, SILVER, ALL KINDS OF PRECIOUS STONES, AND DESIRABLE UTENSILS OF EVERY KIND.  BUT IT WILL BE PROCLAIMED TO HIM THAT THE TURK HAS MADE HIMSELF MASTER OF ALL SYRIA AND HIS BORDERS, AND HE WILL GO OUT IN GREAT DISORDER WITH ALL HIS TROOPS; HE WILL LEAVE ALL THE WATER-SKINS, WILL NOT CARRY ANYTHING WITH HIM; BUT HE WILL HAVE A HEART OF AN ANIMAL, REFLECTING AND KNOWING NOT WHAT TO DO.  THEN, WHEN HE FLEES, GOING UP EGYPT, THE TURK WILL PRECEDE HIM WITH HIS TROOPS.  THEY WILL BOTH LAND WITH THEIR TROOPS, THEY WILL FIGHT UNTIL BLOOD RUNS IN FLOODS.  THE TURK IS OF ROMAN RACE.  THERE WILL BE WAR AT ESCHMOUN THE CITY, UNTIL THE WATER OF THE RIVER IS CHANGED INTO BLOOD BECAUSE OF THE GREAT QUANTITY OF THOSE WOUNDED TO DEATH.  NO-ONE WILL BE ABLE TO DRINK THE WATER ANY MORE.  MANY MEN WILL DIE BY THE SWORD, UNCOUNTABLE. THOSE WHO REMAIN WILL PLUNDER THEIR OWN COUNTRY FROM WHERE THEY LEFT.  THE TURK WILL MAKE SARAPIDOS PERISH, IN ORDER TO REMOVE HIS KINGDOM FROM HIM, FOR FEAR HE WILL NOT OBTAIN THE KINGDOM OF THE ISHMAELITES; BUT THIS IS HERE THE END OF THEIR NUMBER. 24. THEN THE KING OF THE ROMANS WILL RISE UP AGAINST THEM, HE WILL DESTROY THEM BY THE EDGE OF THE SWORD IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ISHMAELITES IN THE TERRITORY OF THEIR FATHERS IN THE DESERT.  THE ISHMAELITES WILL BE GOVERNED ALWAYS BY THE ROMANS; THE ROMANS WILL DOMINATE OVER EGYPT FOR FORTY YEARS. 25. THEN TWO NATIONS WILL RISE, BY THE NAME OF GOG AND MAGOG [RUSSIA]; THEY WILL SHAKE THE GROUND FOR SEVERAL DAYS; THEIR NUMBER IS AS GREAT AS THE GRAINS OF SAND. 26. THEN ANTICHRIST WILL APPEAR WHO WILL DECEIVE MANY OF THEM. WHEN HE IS STRENGTHENED, HE WILL SEDUCE EVEN THE ELECT. HE WILL KILL THE TWO PROPHETS ENOCH AND ELIAS, SO THAT FOR THREE AND A HALF DAYS THEY WILL BE DEAD IN THE PUBLIC PLACES OF THE GREAT TOWN OF JERUSALEM. 27. THEN THE ANCIENT OF DAYS WILL BRING THEM BACK TO LIFE.  IT IS HE WHOM I SEE COMING WITH THE CLOUDS FROM HEAVEN, SIMILAR TO A SON OF MAN. HIS POWER IS AN ETERNAL POWER AND HIS REIGN WILL HAVE NO END.  IT IS HE WHICH WILL PUT ANTICHRIST TO DEATH AND ALL THE MULTITUDE WHICH IS WITH HIM. THERE WILL BE MISFORTUNE THEN IN TRUTH TO ANY SOUL WHO WILL LIVE IN THAT TIME OVER ALL THE LAND, BECAUSE THERE WILL BE INIQUITY, A GREAT AFFLICTION AND GROANINGS; BUT THE SALVATION OF MAN IS BETWEEN THE HANDS OF GOD IN HEAVEN.  THIS IS THE END OF THE SPEECH." 28. THE ANGEL SAID TO ME:  "DANIEL, DANIEL, CONCEAL THESE DISCOURSES, SEAL THEM UP UNTIL THE TIME WHEN THEY WILL BE FULFILLED, BECAUSE THAT IS THE END OF ALL."  I, DANIEL, I AROSE, I PUT A SEAL TO THE DISCOURSE, AND SEALED THEM.  I WILL GLORIFY GOD, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL THINGS AND THE LORD OF THE UNIVERSE, HE WHO KNOWS THE DATES AND TIMES.  TO HIM BE GLORY AND POWER FOREVER. AMEN. 
THE APOCALYPSE OF ELIJAH
CHAPTER 1
THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF YHWH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] CAME TO ME SAYING, "SON OF MAN, SAY TO HIS PEOPLE, 'WHY DO YOU ADD [SEXUAL] SIN TO YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS AND ANGER THE LORD GOD WHO CREATED YOU?'" 2 DON'T [SEXUAL] LOVE THE WORLD OR THE THINGS WHICH ARE IN THE WORLD [1ST JOHN 2:15-17], FOR THE BOASTING OF THE WORLD AND ITS DESTRUCTION BELONG TO THE DEVIL. 3 REMEMBER THAT THE LORD OF GLORY, WHO CREATED EVERYTHING, HAD MERCY UPON YOU SO THAT HE MIGHT SAVE US FROM THE CAPTIVITY OF THIS AGE. 4 FOR MANY TIMES THE DEVIL [SEXUALLY] DESIRED NOT TO LET THE SUN RISE ABOVE THE EARTH AND NOT TO LET THE EARTH YIELD FRUIT, SINCE HE [SEXUALLY] DESIRES TO CONSUME MEN LIKE A FIRE WHICH RAGES IN STUBBLE, AND HE [SEXUALLY] DESIRES TO SWALLOW THEM LIKE WATER. 5 THEREFORE, ON ACCOUNT OF THIS, THE GOD OF GLORY HAD MERCY UPON US, AND HE SENT HIS SON TO THE WORLD SO THAT HE MIGHT SAVE US FROM THE CAPTIVITY. 6 HE DID NOT INFORM AN ANGEL OR AN ARCHANGEL OR ANY PRINCIPALITY WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO COME TO US, BUT? HE CHANGED HIMSELF TO BE LIKE A MAN WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO COME TO US SO THAT HE MIGHT SAVE US [FROM FLESH]. THEREFORE, BECOME SONS TO HIM SINCE HE IS A FATHER [STEPHEN] TO YOU. 8 REMEMBER THAT HE HAS PREPARED THRONES AND CROWNS FOR YOU IN HEAVEN, SAYING, "EVERYONE WHO WILL OBEY ME WILL RECEIVE THRONES AND CROWNS AMONG THOSE WHO ARE MINE." 9 THE LORD SAID, "I WILL WRITE MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] UPON THEIR FOREHEAD AND I WILL SEAL THEIR RIGHT HAND, AND THEY WILL NOT HUNGER OR THIRST. 10 NEITHER WILL THE SON OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS, PREVAIL OVER THEM, NOR WILL THE THRONES HINDER THEM, BUT THEY WILL WALK WITH THE ANGELS UP TO MY CITY." NOW AS FOR THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS, THEY WILL BE SHAMED AND THEY WILL NOT PASS BY THE THRONES, BUT THE THRONES OF DEATH WILL SEIZE THEM AND RULE OVER THEM BECAUSE THE ANGELS WILL NOT AGREE WITH THEM. 12 THEY HAVE ALIENATED THEMSELVES FROM HIS DWELLINGS. 13 HEAR, O WISE MEN OF THE LAND, CONCERNING THE DECEIVERS WHO WILL MULTIPLY IN THE LAST TIMES SO THAT THEY WILL SET DOWN FOR THEMSELVES DOCTRINES WHICH DO NOT BELONG TO GOD, SETTING ASIDE THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD, THOSE WHO HAVE MADE THEIR BELLY THEIR GOD [1ST CORINTHIANS 6:12-20], SAYING, "THE FAST DOES NOT EXIST, NOR DID GOD CREATE IT," MAKING THEMSELVES STRANGERS TO THE COVENANT OF GOD AND ROBBING THEMSELVES OF THE GLORIOUS PROMISES. 14 NOW THESE ARE NOT EVER CORRECTLY ESTABLISHED IN THE FIRM FAITH. THEREFORE, DON'T LET THOSE PEOPLE LEAD YOU ASTRAY. 15 REMEMBER THAT FROM THE TIME WHEN HE CREATED THE HEAVENS, THE LORD CREATED THE FAST FOR A BENEFIT TO MEN ON ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXLESS] PASSIONS AND [SEXLESS] DESIRES WHICH FIGHT AGAINST YOU SO THAT THE [SEXUAL] EVIL WILL NOT INFLAME YOU. 16 "BUT IT IS A PURE FAST WHICH I HAVE CREATED," SAID THE LORD. 17 THE ONE WHO FASTS CONTINUALLY WILL NOT [SEXUAL] SIN ALTHOUGH JEALOUSY AND STRIFE ARE WITHIN HIM. 18 LET THE PURE ONE FAST, BUT WHENEVER THE ONE WHO FASTS IS NOT PURE, HE HAS ANGERED THE LORD AND ALSO THE ANGELS. 19 AND HE HAS GRIEVED HIS SOUL, GATHERING UP WRATH FOR HIMSELF FOR THE DAY OF WRATH. 20 BUT A PURE FAST IS WHAT I CREATED, WITH A PURE HEART AND PURE HANDS. 21 IT RELEASES [SEXUAL] SIN. IT HEALS DISEASES. IT CASTS OUT DEMONS. 22 IT IS EFFECTIVE UP TO THE THRONE OF GOD FOR AN OINTMENT AND FOR A RELEASE FROM [SEXUAL] SIN BY MEANS OF A PURE PRAYER. 23 WHO AMONG YOU, IF HE IS HONORED IN HIS CRAFT, WILL GO FORTH TO THE FIELD WITHOUT A TOOL IN HIS HAND? OR WHO WILL GO FORTH TO THE BATTLE TO FIGHT WITHOUT A BREASTPLATE ON? 24 IF HE IS FOUND, WILL HE NOT BE KILLED BECAUSE HE DESPISED THE SERVICE OF THE KING? 25 LIKEWISE NO ONE IS ABLE TO ENTER THE HOLY PLACE IF HE IS DOUBLE MINDED. 26 THE ONE WHO IS DOUBLE MINDED IN HIS PRAYER IS DARKNESS TO HIMSELF. AND EVEN THE ANGELS DO NOT TRUST HIM. 27 THEREFORE BE SINGLE-MINDED IN THE LORD AT ALL TIMES SO THAT YOU MIGHT KNOW EVERY MOMENT. 
CHAPTER 2
'FURTHERMORE, CONCERNING THE KINGS OF ASSYRIA AND THE DISSOLUTION OF THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND THE THINGS BENEATH THE EARTH. 2 "NOW THEREFORE <THOSE WHO ARE MINE> WILL NOT BE OVERCOME" SAYS THE LORD, "NOR WILL THEY FEAR IN THE BATTLE." 3 WHEN THEY SEE [A KING] WHO RISES IN THE NORTH, [WHO WILL BE CALLED] "THE KING OF [ASSYRIA" AND] "THE KING OF INJUSTICE," [HE WILL INCREASE] HIS BATTLES AND HIS DISTURBANCES AGAINST EGYPT. 4 THE LAND WILL GROAN TOGETHER BECAUSE YOUR CHILDREN WILL BE SEIZED. 5 MANY WILL [SEXUALLY] DESIRE DEATH IN THOSE DAYS, BUT DEATH WILL FLEE FROM THEM. 6 AND A KING WHO WILL BE CALLED "THE KING OF PEACE" WILL RISE UP IN THE WEST. 7 HE WILL RUN UPON THE SEA LIKE A ROARING LION. 8 HE WILL KILL THE KING OF INJUSTICE, AND HE WILL TAKE VENGEANCE ON EGYPT WITH BATTLES AND MUCH BLOODSHED. 9 IT WILL COME TO PASS IN THOSE DAYS THAT HE WILL COMMAND A PEACE] AND A [VAIN] GIFT IN EGYPT. 10 [HE WILL GIVE] PEACE TO THESE WHO ARE HOLY, [SAYING], "THE NAME OF [GOD] [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS ONE [THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE NEW UNIVERSE]." [HE WILL] GIVE HONORS TO THE SAINTS AND AN EXALTING TO THE PLACES OF THE SAINTS. 12 HE WILL GIVE VAIN GIFTS TO THE HOUSE OF GOD. 13 HE WILL WANDER AROUND IN THE CITIES OF EGYPT WITH GUILE, WITHOUT THEIR KNOWING. 14 HE WILL TAKE COUNT OF THE HOLY PLACES. HE WILL WEIGH THE IDOLS OF THE HEATHEN. HE WILL TAKE COUNT OF THEIR WEALTH. HE WILL ESTABLISH PRIESTS FOR THEM. 15 HE WILL COMMAND THAT THE WISE MEN AND THE GREAT ONES OF THE PEOPLE BE SEIZED, AND THEY WILL BE BROUGHT TO THE METROPOLIS WHICH IS BY THE SEA, SAYING, "THERE IS BUT ONE LANGUAGE." 16 BUT WHEN YOU HEAR, "PEACE AND JOY EXIST," I WILL... 17 NOW I WILL TELL YOU HIS SIGNS SO THAT YOU MIGHT KNOW HIM. 18 FOR HE HAS TWO SONS: ONE ON HIS RIGHT AND ONE ON HIS LEFT. 19 THE ONE ON HIS RIGHT WILL RECEIVE A DEMONIC FACE, (AND) HE WILL FIGHT AGAINST THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 20 NOW FOUR KINGS WILL DESCEND FROM THAT KING. 21 LN HIS THIRTIETH YEAR HE WILL COME UP TO MEMPHIS, (AND) HE WILL BUILD A TEMPLE IN MEMPHIS. 22 ON THAT DAY HIS OWN SON WILL RISE UP AGAINST HIM AND KILL HIM. 23 THE WHOLE LAND WILL BE DISTURBED. 24 ON THAT DAY HE WILL ISSUE AN ORDER OVER THE WHOLE LAND SO THAT THE PRIESTS OF THE LAND AND ALL OF THE SAINTS WILL BE SEIZED, SAYING, "YOU WILL REPAY DOUBLY EVERY GIFT AND ALL OF THE GOOD THINGS WHICH MY FATHER [STEPHEN] GAVE TO YOU." 25 HE WILL SHUT UP THE HOLY PLACES. HE WILL TAKE THEIR HOUSES. HE WILL TAKE THEIR SONS PRISONER. 26 HE WILL ORDER AND SACRIFICES AND ABOMINATIONS AND BITTER EVILS WILL BE DONE IN THE LAND [BECAUSE OPEN SEXUAL REBELLION TO HIMSELF IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23]. 27 HE WILL APPEAR BEFORE THE SUN AND THE MOON. 28 ON THAT DAY THE PRIESTS OF THE LAND WILL TEAR THEIR CLOTHES. 29 WOE TO YOU, O RULERS OF EGYPT, IN THOSE DAYS BECAUSE YOUR DAY HAS PASSED. 30 THE VIOLENCE (BEING DONE TO) THE POOR WILL TURN AGAINST YOU, AND YOUR CHILDREN WILL BE SEIZED AS PLUNDER. 31 IN THOSE DAYS THE CITIES OF EGYPT WILL GROAN FOR THE VOICE OF THE ONE WHO SELLS AND THE ONE WHO BUYS WILL NOT BE HEARD. THE MARKETS OF THE CITIES OF EGYPT WILL BECOME DUSTY. 32 THOSE WHO ARE IN EGYPT WILL WEEP TOGETHER. THEY WILL [SEXUALLY] DESIRE DEATH, (BUT) DEATH WILL FLEE AND LEAVE THEM. 33 LN THOSE DAYS, THEY WILL RUN UP TO THE ROCKS AND LEAP OFF, SAYING, "FALL UPON US." AND STILL THEY WILL NOT DIE. 34 A DOUBLE AFFLICTION WILL MULTIPLY UPON THE WHOLE LAND. 35 LN THOSE DAYS, THE KING WILL COMMAND, AND ALL THE NURSING WOMEN WILL BE SEIZED AND BROUGHT TO HIM BOUND. THEY WILL SUCKLE SERPENTS. AND THEIR BLOOD WILL BE DRAWN FROM THEIR BREASTS, AND IT WILL BE APPLIED AS POISON TO THE ARROWS. 36 ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR DISTRESS OF THE CITIES, HE WILL COMMAND AGAIN, AND ALL THE YOUNG LADS FROM TWELVE YEARS AND UNDER WILL BE SEIZED AND PRESENTED IN ORDER TO TEACH THEM TO SHOOT ARROWS. 37 THE MIDWIFE WHO IS UPON THE EARTH WILL GRIEVE. THE WOMAN WHO HAS GIVEN BIRTH WILL LIFT HER EYES TO HEAVEN, SAYING, "WHY DID I SIT UPON THE BIRTHSTOOL, TO BRING FORTH A SON TO THE EARTH?" 38 THE BARREN WOMAN AND THE VIRGIN WILL REJOICE, SAYING, "IT IS OUR TIME TO REJOICE, BECAUSE WE HAVE NO CHILD UPON THE EARTH, BUT OUR CHILDREN ARE IN HEAVEN." 39 LN THOSE DAYS, THREE KINGS WILL ARISE AMONG THE PERSIANS, AND THEY WILL TAKE CAPTIVE THE JEWS WHO ARE IN EGYPT. THEY WILL BRING THEM TO JERUSALEM, AND THE WILL INHABIT IT AND DWELL THERE. 40 THEN WHEN YOU HEAR THAT THERE IS SECURITY IN JERUSALEM, TEAR YOU GARMENTS, O PRIESTS OF THE LAND, BECAUSE THE SON OF PERDITION WILL SOON COME. 41 LN THOSE DAYS, THE LAWLESS [SEXUAL] ONE WILL APPEAR IN THE HOLY PLACES—42 LN (THOSE) DAYS THE KINGS OF THE PERSIANS WILL HASTEN AND THEY WILL STAND TO FIGHT WITH THE KINGS OF ASSYRIA. FOUR KINGS WILL FIGHT WITH THREE. 43 THEY WILL SPEND THREE YEARS IN THAT PLACE UNTIL THEY CARRY OFF THE WEALTH OF THE TEMPLE WHICH IS IN THAT PLACE. 44 IN THOSE DAYS, BLOOD WILL FLOW FROM KOS TO MEMPHIS. THE RIVER OF EGYPT WILL BECOME BLOOD, AND THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO DRINK FROM IT FOR THREE DAYS. 45 WOE TO EGYPT AND THOSE WHO ARE IN IT. 46 LN THOSE DAYS, A KING WILL ARISE IN THE CITY WHICH IS CALLED "THE CITY OF THE SUN," AND THE WHOLE LAND WILL BE DISTURBED. HE WILL FLEE TO MEMPHIS (WITH THE PERSIANS). 47 LN THE SIXTH YEAR, THE PERSIAN KINGS WILL PLOT AN AMBUSH IN MEMPHIS. THEY WILL KILL THE ASSYRIAN KING. 48 THE PERSIANS WILL TAKE VENGEANCE ON THE LAND, AND THEY WILL COMMAND TO KILL ALL THE HEATHEN AND THE LAWLESS [SEXUAL] ONES. THEY WILL COMMAND TO BUILD THE TEMPLES OF THE SAINTS. 49 THEY WILL GIVE DOUBLE GIFTS TO THE HOUSE OF GOD. THEY WILL SAY, "THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS ONE." 50 THE WHOLE LAND WILL HAIL THE PERSIANS. 51 EVEN THE REMNANT, WHO DID NOT DIE UNDER THE AFFLICTIONS, WILL SAY, "THE LORD HAS SENT US A RIGHTEOUS KING SO THAT THE LAND WILL NOT BECOME A DESERT" 52 HE WILL COMMAND THAT NO ROYAL MATTER BE PRESENTED FOR THREE YEARS AND SIX MONTHS. THE LAND WILL BE FULL OF GOOD IN AN ABUNDANT WELL-BEING. 53 THOSE WHO ARE ALIVE WILL GO TO THOSE WHO ARE DEAD, SAYING, "RISE UP AND BE WITH US IN THIS REST." 
CHAPTER 3
1 LN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THAT KING, THE SON OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS WILL APPEAR, SAYING, "I AM THE CHRIST," ALTHOUGH HE IS NOT. DON'T BELIEVE HIM! 2 WHEN THE CHRIST COMES, HE WILL COME IN THE MANNER OF A COVEY OF DOVES WITH THE CROWN OF DOVES SURROUNDING HIM. HE WILL WALK UPON THE HEAVEN'S VAULTS WITH THE SIGN OF THE CROSS LEADING HIM. 3 THE WHOLE WORLD WILL BEHOLD HIM LIKE THE SUN WHICH SHINES FROM THE EASTERN HORIZON TO THE WESTERN. 4 THIS IS HOW HE WILL COME, WITH ALL HIS ANGELS SURROUNDING HIM. 5 BUT THE SON OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS WILL BEGIN TO STAND AGAIN IN THE HOLY PLACES. 6 HE WILL SAY TO THE SUN, "FALL," AND IT WILL FALL. HE WILL SAY, "SHINE," AND IT WILL DO IT. HE WILL SAY, "DARKEN," AND IT WILL DO IT. 7 HE WILL SAY TO THE MOON, "BECOME BLOODY," AND IT WILL DO IT. 8 HE WILL GO FORTH WITH THEM FROM THE SKY. HE WILL WALK UPON THE SEA AND THE RIVERS AS UPON DRY LAND. 9 HE WILL CAUSE THE LAME TO WALK. HE WILL CAUSE THE DEAF TO HEAR. HE WILL CAUSE THE DUMB TO SPEAK. HE WILL CAUSE THE BLIND TO SEE. 10 THE LEPERS HE WILL CLEANSE. THE ILL HE WILL HEAL. THE DEMONS HE WILL CAST OUT. " HE WILL MULTIPLY HIS SIGNS AND HIS WONDERS IN THE PRESENCE OF EVERYONE. 12 HE WILL DO THE WORKS WHICH THE CHRIST DID, EXCEPT FOR RAISING THE DEAD ALONE. 13 IN THIS YOU WILL KNOW THAT HE IS THE SON OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS, BECAUSE HE IS UNABLE TO GIVE LIFE. 14 FOR BEHOLD I WILL TELL YOU HIS SIGNS SO THAT YOU MIGHT KNOW HIM. 15 HE IS A... OF A SKINNY-LEGGED YOUNG LAD, HAVING A TUFT OF GRAY HAIR AT THE FRONT OF HIS BALD HEAD. HIS EYEBROWS WILL REACH TO HIS EARS. THERE IS A LEPROUS BARE SPOT ON THE FRONT OF HIS HANDS. 16 HE WILL TRANSFORM HIMSELF IN THE PRESENCE OF THOSE WHO SEE HIM. HE WILL BECOME A YOUNG CHILD. HE WILL BECOME OLD. 17 HE WILL TRANSFORM HIMSELF IN EVERY SIGN. BUT THE SIGNS OF HIS HEAD WILL NOT BE ABLE TO CHANGE. 18 THERE IN YOU WILL KNOW THAT HE IS THE SON OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS. 
CHAPTER 4
1 THE VIRGIN, WHOSE NAME IS TABITHA, WILL HEAR THAT THE SHAMELESS ONE HAS REVEALED HIMSELF IN THE HOLY PLACES. AND SHE WILL PUT ON HER GARMENT OF FINE LINEN. 2 AND SHE WILL PURSUE HIM UP TO JUDEA, SCOLDING HIM UP TO JERUSALEM, SAYING, "O SHAMELESS ONE, O SON OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS, O YOU WHO HAVE BEEN [SEXUALLY] HOSTILE TO ALL THE [SEXLESS] SAINTS. 3 THEN THE SHAMELESS ONE WILL BE ANGRY AT THE VIRGIN. HE WILL PURSUE HER UP TO THE REGIONS OF THE SUNSET. HE WILL SUCK HER BLOOD IN THE EVENING. 4 AND HE WILL CAST HER UPON THE TEMPLE, AND SHE WILL BECOME A HEALING FOR THE PEOPLE. 5 SHE WILL RISE UP AT DAWN. AND SHE WILL LIVE AND SCOLD HIM, SAYING, "O SHAMELESS ONE, YOU HAVE NO POWER AGAINST MY SOUL OR MY BODY, BECAUSE I LIVE IN THE LORD ALWAYS. 6 AND ALSO MY BLOOD WHICH YOU HAVE CAST UPON THE TEMPLE HAS BECOME A HEALING FOR THE PEOPLE." 7 THEN WHEN ELIJAH AND ENOCH HEAR THAT THE SHAMELESS ONE HAS REVEALED HIMSELF IN THE HOLY PLACE, THEY WILL COME DOWN AND FIGHT WITH HIM SAYING, 8 ARE YOU INDEED NOT ASHAMED? WHEN YOU ATTACH YOURSELF TO THE SAINTS, BECAUSE YOU ARE ALWAYS ESTRANGED. 9 YOU HAVE BEEN HOSTILE TO THOSE WHO BELONG TO HEAVEN, YOU HAVE ACTED AGAINST THOSE BELONGING TO THE EARTH. 10 YOU HAVE BEEN HOSTILE TO THE THRONES, YOU HAVE ACTED AGAINST THE ANGELS, YOU ARE ALWAYS A STRANGER. YOU HAVE FALLEN FROM HEAVEN LIKE THE MORNING STARS, YOU WERE CHANGED, AND YOUR TRIBE BECAME DARK FOR YOU. 12 BUT YOU ARE NOT ASHAMED, WHEN YOU STAND FIRMLY AGAINST GOD YOU ARE A [FUCKING] DEVIL. 13 THE SHAMELESS ONE WILL HEAR AND HE WILL BE ANGRY, AND HE WILL FIGHT WITH THEM IN THE MARKET PLACE OF THE GREAT CITY. AND HE WILL SPEND SEVEN DAYS FIGHTING WITH THEM. 14 AND THEY WILL SPEND, THREE AND ONE-HALF DAYS IN THE MARKET PLACE DEAD, WHILE ALL THE PEOPLE SEE THEM 15 BUT ON THE FOURTH DAY THEY WILL RISE UP AND THEY WILL SCOLD HIM SAYING. "O SHAMELESS ONE, O SON OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS. ARE YOU INDEED, NOT ASHAMED OF YOURSELF SINCE YOU ARE LEADING ASTRAY THE PEOPLE OF GOD FOR WHOM YOU DID NOT SUFFER? DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT WE LIVE IN THE LORD?" 16 AS THE WORDS WERE SPOKEN, THEY PREVAILED OVER HIM, SAYING, "FURTHERMORE, WE WILL LAY DOWN BEFORE THE FLESH FOR THE SPIRIT, AND WE WILL KILL YOU SINCE YOU ARE UNABLE TO SPEAK ON THAT DAY BECAUSE WE ARE ALWAYS STRONG IN THE LORD. BUT YOU ARE ALWAYS HOSTILE TO GOD. 17 THE SHAMELESS ONE WILL HEAR, AND HE WILL BE ANGRY AND FIGHT THEM. 18 AND THE WHOLE CITY WILL SURROUND THEM. 19 ON THAT DAY THEY WILL SHOUT UP TO HEAVEN AS THEY SHINE WHILE ALL THE PEOPLE AND ALL THE WORLD SEE THEM. 20 THE SON OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS WILL NOT PREVAIL OVER THEM. HE WILL BE ANGRY AT THE LAND, AND HE WILL SEEK TO [SEXUALLY] SIN AGAINST THE PEOPLE. 21 HE WILL PURSUE ALL OF THE SAINTS. THEY AND THE PRIESTS OF THE LAND WILL BE BROUGHT BACK BOUND. 22 HE WILL KILL THEM AND DESTROY THEM...THEM. AND THEIR EYES WILL BE REMOVED WITH IRON SPIKES. 23 HE WILL REMOVE THEIR SKIN FROM THEIR HEADS. HE WILL REMOVE THEIR NAILS ONE BY ONE. HE WILL COMMAND THAT VINEGAR AND LIME BE PUT IN THEIR NOSE. 24 NOW THOSE WHO ARE UNABLE TO BEAR UP UNDER THE TORTURES OF THAT KING WILL TAKE GOLD AND FLEE OVER THE FORDS TO THE DESERT PLACES. THEY WILL LIE DOWN AS ONE WHO SLEEPS. 25 THE LORD WILL RECEIVE THEIR SPIRITS AND THEIR SOULS TO HIMSELF. 26 THEIR FLESH WILL PETRIFY. NO WILD ANIMALS WILL EAT THEM UNTIL THE LAST DAY OF THE GREAT JUDGMENT. 27 AND THEY WILL RISE UP AND FIND A PLACE OF REST, BUT THEY WILL NOT BE IN THE [SEXLESS] KINGDOM OF THE CHRIST AS THOSE WHO HAVE ENDURED BECAUSE THE LORD SAID, "I WILL GRANT TO THEM THAT THEY SIT ON MY RIGHT HAND." 28 THEY WILL RECEIVE FAVOR OVER OTHERS, AND THEY WILL TRIUMPH OVER THE SON OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS. AND THEY WILL WITNESS THE DISSOLUTION OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. 29 THEY WILL RECEIVE THE THRONES OF GLORY AND THE CROWNS. 30 THE SIXTY RIGHTEOUS ONES WHO ARE PREPARED FOR THIS HOUR WILL HEAR. 31 AND THEY WILL GIRD ON THE BREASTPLATE OF YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND THEY WILL RUN TO JERUSALEM AND FIGHT WITH THE SHAMELESS ONE, SAYING, "ALL POWERS WHICH THE PROPHETS HAVE DONE FROM THE BEGINNING YOU HAVE DONE. BUT YOU WERE UNABLE TO RAISE THE DEAD BECAUSE YOU HAVE NO POWER TO GIVE LIFE. THEREIN WE HAVE KNOWN THAT YOU ARE THE SON OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS." 32 HE WILL HEAR, AND HE WILL BE ANGRY AND COMMAND TO KINDLE ALTARS 33 AND THE RIGHTEOUS ONES WILL BE BOUND. THEY WILL BE LIFTED UP AND BURNED. 
CHAPTER 5
1 AND ON THAT DAY THE HEART OF MANY WILL HARDEN AND THEY WILL FLEE FROM HIM, SAYING, "THIS IS NOT THE CHRIST. THE CHRIST DOES NOT KILL THE RIGHTEOUS. HE DOES NOT PURSUE MEN SO THAT HE MIGHT SEEK THEM, BUT HE PERSUADES THEM WITH SIGNS AND WONDERS." 2 ON THAT DAY THE CHRIST WILL PITY THOSE WHO ARE HIS OWN. AND HE WILL SEND FROM HEAVEN HIS SIXTY-FOUR THOUSAND ANGELS, EACH OF WHOM HAS SIX WINGS. 3 THE SOUND WILL MOVE HEAVEN AND EARTH WHEN THEY GIVE PRAISE AND GLORIFY. 4 NOW THOSE UPON WHOSE FOREHEAD THE NAME OF CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS WRITTEN AND UPON WHOSE HAND IS THE SEAL BOTH THE SMALL AND THE GREAT, WILL BE TAKEN UP UPON THEIR WINGS AND LIFTED UP BEFORE HIS WRATH. 5 THEN GABRIEL AND URIEL WILL BECOME A PILLAR OF LIGHT LEADING THEM INTO THE HOLY LAND. 6 IT WILL BE GRANTED TO THEM TO EAT FROM THE TREE OF LIFE. THEY WILL WEAR WHITE GARMENTS...AND ANGELS WILL WATCH OVER THEM. THEY WILL NOT THIRST, NOR WILL THE SON OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS BE ABLE TO PREVAIL OVER THEM. 7 AND ON THAT DAY THE EARTH WILL BE DISTURBED, AND THE SUN WILL DARKEN, AND PEACE WILL BE REMOVED FROM THE EARTH. 8 THE BIRDS WILL FALL ON THE EARTH, DEAD. 9 THE EARTH WILL BE DRY. THE WATERS OF THE SEA WILL DRY UP. 10 THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS WILL GROAN UPON THE EARTH SAYING, "WHAT HAVE YOU DONE TO US, O SON OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS, SAYING I AM THE CHRIST, WHEN YOU ARE THE [FUCKING] DEVIL? 11 YOU ARE UNABLE TO SAVE YOURSELF SO THAT YOU MIGHT SAVE US. YOU PRODUCED SIGNS IN OUR PRESENCE UNTIL YOU ALIENATED US FROM THE CHRIST WHO CREATED US. WOE TO US BECAUSE WE LISTENED TO YOU. 12 LO NOW WE WILL DIE IN A FAMINE. WHERE INDEED IS NOW THE TRACE OF A RIGHTEOUS ONE AND WE WILL WORSHIP HIM, OR WHERE INDEED, IS THE ONE WHO WILL TEACH US AND WE WILL APPEAL TO HIM. 13 NOW INDEED WE WILL BE WRATHFULLY DESTROYED BECAUSE WE DISOBEYED YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 14 WE WENT TO THE DEEP PLACES OF THE SEA, AND WE DID NOT FIND WATER. WE DUG IN THE RIVERS AND PAPYRUS REEDS, AND WE DID NOT FIND WATER." 15 THEN ON THAT DAY, THE SHAMELESS ONE WILL SPEAK, SAYING, "WOE TO ME BECAUSE MY TIME HAS PASSED BY FOR ME WHILE I WAS SAYING THAT MY TIME WOULD NOT PASS BY FOR ME. 16 MY YEARS BECAME MONTHS AND MY DAYS HAVE PASSED AWAY AS DUST PASSES AWAY. NOW THEREFORE I WILL PERISH TOGETHER WITH YOU. 17 NOW THEREFORE RUN FORTH TO THE DESERT. SEIZE THE ROBBERS AND KILL THEM. 18 BRING UP THE SAINTS. FOR BECAUSE OF THEM, THE EARTH YIELDS FRUIT, FOR BECAUSE OF THEM THE SUN SHINES UPON THE EARTH. FOR BECAUSE OF THEM THE DEW WILL COME UPON THE EARTH." 19 THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS WILL WEEP SAYING, "YOU MADE US HOSTILE TO YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. IF YOU ARE ABLE, RISE UP AND PURSUE THEM." 20 THEN HE WILL TAKE HIS FIERY WINGS AND FLY OUT AFTER THE SAINTS. HE WILL FIGHT WITH THEM AGAIN. 21 THE ANGELS WILL HEAR AND COME DOWN. THEY WILL FIGHT WITH HIM A BATTLE OF MANY SWORDS. 22 IT WILL COME TO PASS ON THAT DAY THAT THE LORD WILL HEAR AND COMMAND THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH WITH GREAT WRATH. AND THEY WILL SEND FOR FIRE. 23 AND THE FIRE WILL PREVAIL OVER THE EARTH SEVENTY-TWO CUBITS. IT WILL CONSUME THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS AND THE [SEXUAL] DEVILS LIKE STUBBLE. 24 A TRUE JUDGMENT WILL OCCUR. 25 ON THAT DAY, THE MOUNTAINS AND THE EARTH WILL UTTER SPEECH. THE BYWAYS WILL SPEAK WITH ONE ANOTHER, SAYING, "HAVE YOU HEARD TODAY THE VOICE OF A MAN WHO WALKS WHO HAS NOT COME TO THE JUDGMENT OF THE SON OF YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]." 26 THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF EACH ONE WILL STAND AGAINST HIM IN THE PLACE WHERE THEY WERE COMMITTED, WHETHER THOSE OF THE DAY OR OF THE NIGHT. 27 THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE RIGHTEOUS AND... WILL SEE THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS AND THOSE WHO PERSECUTED THEM AND THOSE WHO HANDED THEM OVER TO DEATH IN THEIR TORMENTS. 28 THEN THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS [IN TORMENT] WILL SEE THE PLACE OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 29 AND THUS GRACE WILL OCCUR. IN THOSE DAYS, THAT WHICH THE RIGHTEOUS WILL ASK FOR MANY TIMES WILL BE GIVEN TO THEM. 30 ON THAT DAY, YHWH [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WILL JUDGE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH. HE WILL JUDGE THOSE WHO TRANSGRESSED IN HEAVEN, AND THOSE WHO DID SO ON EARTH. 31 HE WILL JUDGE THE SHEPHERDS OF THE PEOPLE. HE WILL ASK ABOUT THE FLOCK OF SHEEP, AND THEY WILL BE GIVEN TO HIM, WITHOUT ANY DEADLY GUILE EXISTING IN THEM. 32 AFTER THESE THINGS, ELIJAH AND ENOCH WILL COME DOWN. THEY WILL LAY DOWN THE FLESH OF THE WORLD, AND THEY WILL RECEIVE THEIR SPIRITUAL FLESH. THEY WILL PURSUE THE SON OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS AND KILL HIM SINCE HE IS NOT ABLE TO SPEAK. 33 ON THAT DAY, HE WILL DISSOLVE IN THEIR PRESENCE LIKE ICE WHICH WAS DISSOLVED BY A FIRE. HE WILL PERISH LIKE A SERPENT WHICH HAS NO BREATH IN IT. 34 THEY WILL SAY TO HIM, "YOUR TIME HAS PASSED BY FOR YOU. NOW THEREFORE, YOU, WAND THOSE WHO BELIEVE YOU WILL PERISH." 35 THEY WILL BE CAST INTO THE BOTTOM OF THE ABYSS AND IT WILL BE CLOSED FOR THEM. 36 ON THAT DAY, THE CHRIST, THE KING AND ALL HIS SAINTS WILL COME FORTH FROM HEAVEN. 37 HE WILL BURN THE EARTH. HE WILL SPEND A THOUSAND YEARS UPON IT. 38 BECAUSE THE [SEXUAL] SINNERS PREVAILED OVER IT, HE WILL CREATE A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH. NO DEADLY DEVIL WILL EXIST IN THEM. 39 HE WILL RULE WITH HIS SAINTS, ASCENDING AND DESCENDING, WHILE THEY ARE ALWAYS WITH THE ANGELS AND THEY ARE WITH THE CHRIST FOR A THOUSAND YEARS.
THE APOCALYPSE OF MOSES
THE DEATH OF ABEL
[22]1.2 AS FOR ADAM, HE TOOK EVE AND THE CHILD AND HE BROUGHT THEM INTO A PART OF THE EAST AND HE STAYED THERE. AND WHEN THE EIGHTH YEAR AND THE SECOND MONTH WERE COMPLETED [22]1.3 EVE BECAME PREGNANT AND BORE ANOTHER SON WHOM THE POWER OF GOD CALLED BY NAME ABEL, AND THEY REMAINED THERE TOGETHER. [22]2.1 AT THAT TIME EVE TOLD ADAM, [22]2.2 "ADAM, MY LORD, IN MY SLEEP I SAW THAT THE BLOOD OF MY SON ABEL WAS POURING INTO THE MOUTH OF CAIN HIS BROTHER AND HE DRANK IT WITHOUT MERCY. AND ABEL BESEECHED HIM TO LEAVE HIM [A LITTLE OF HIS BLOOD, [22]2.3 AND HE DID NOT AGREE TO HEARKEN TO HIM BUT HE DRANK IT COMPLETELY AND] IT DID NOT REMAIN IN HIS STOMACH BUT IT WENT FORTH AND HE WAS SMEARED WITH IT AND IT COULD NOT AT ALL BE REMOVED FROM HIS BODY." [22]2.4A ADAM REPLIED TO EVE AND TOLD HER, "LEST CAIN PLAN TO KILL HIM, LET US SEPARATE THEM FROM ONE ANOTHER, [23]2.4B AND LET US BE WITH THEM, SO AS TO PROVIDE NO ROOM TO ANGER." AND THEY ACTED AS ADAM HAD SAID, AND HE TOLD (THEM), "MY SONS, COME AND LET US DISPERSE, EACH TO HIS OWN PLACE." [23]3.2 THEN GOD TOLD THE ANGEL GABRIEL, "SAY TO ADAM: 'DO NOT REVEAL TO CAIN THE SECRET PLAN WHICH YOU KNOW, FOR HE IS A SON OF WRATH, BECAUSE HIS BROTHER WILL BE KILLED BY HIM!' HOWEVER, LET ADAM NOT BE SAD, FOR I WILL RAISE UP SETH FOR HIM INSTEAD OF ABEL, AND HE WILL RESEMBLE MY [SEXLESS] IMAGE AND HE, SO [HE] WILL TEACH YOU EVERYTHING OF WHICH I HAVE A MEMORY. BUT DO NOT REVEAL THIS TO ANYONE BUT ADAM!" [23]3.3A THAT IS WHAT GOD TOLD THE ANGEL AND THE ANGEL SPOKE THIS WORD TO ADAM. THEN ADAM KEPT THE WORD IN HIS HEART. AND THEY BOTH WERE SAD, ADAM AND HIS SPOUSE. [23]3.3B AND, THE TIME ARRIVED WHEN ABEL WAS KILLED BY CAIN HIS BROTHER AND HE = ADAM TOLD HER = EVE, "GOD HAS ESTABLISHED AN END FOR ALL HUMAN BEINGS. WAS DEATH ANYTHING ELSE BUT THE KILLING BY WHICH ABEL HAS BEEN KILLED BY CAIN AND CAIN'S JEALOUSY DELIVERED HIM TO DEATH BECAUSE CAIN WAS OF A PERVERSE RACE?" [23]3.3C AND, THE TIMES ARRIVED WHEN CAIN AND ABEL HAD GONE UP TOWARDS THEIR FIELDS. TWO DEMONS RESEMBLING CAIN AND ABEL CAME. ONE DEMON REPROACHED THE OTHER DEMON. HE BECAME ANGRY WITH HIM AND TOOK A STONE SWORD, WHICH WAS OF A TRANSPARENT STONE [MAYBE SAME STONE AS EX 4:25]. HE CUT HIS THROAT AND KILLED HIM. [23]3.3D AND, WHEN CAIN SAW THE BLOOD, HE WENT QUICKLY AND TOOK THE STONE IN HIS HAND(S). BUT WHEN ABEL SAW HIM COMING UPON HIM, HE BEGGED HIM, "DO NOT MAKE ME DIE, O MY BROTHER CAIN!" HE, HOWEVER, DID NOT ACCEPT HIS PRAYER AND HE SPILLED ABEL'S BLOOD IN FRONT OF HIM. AND ADAM AND EVE AFFLICTED THEMSELVES ALL THAT TIME WITH GREAT SADNESS. [23]4.1 AND AFTER THIS, ADAM ENTERED HIS SPOUSE AND EVE BECAME PREGNANT AND BORE SETH WHO RESEMBLED ADAM. [24]4.2 ADAM TOLD EVE, "BEHOLD, I HAVE BORN A SON IN PLACE OF ABEL, WHOM CAIN KILLED BEFORE ME." [24]5.1A AND, AGAIN, AFTER THAT, ADAM HAD THIRTY SONS AND THIRTY DAUGHTERS. FOR ALL THE YEARS OF ADAM WERE 930 YEARS. AND FROM HIM THEY MULTIPLIED OVER THE EARTH AND SETTLED OVER IT.
THE SEXUAL ILLNESS OF ADAM
[30]5.1B AND, WHEN THE 930 YEARS WERE COMPLETED ADAM FELL ILL AND CRIED OUT IN A LOUD VOICE AND SAID, "GATHER TO ME YE ALL MY DESCENDANTS AND I WILL SEE THEM BEFORE MY DEATH." [30]5.2 AND ALL HIS PROGENY GATHERED TO HIM WHO HAD SETTLED, AND HE DIVIDED THE THREE PARTS OF THE EARTH AMONG HIS DESCENDANTS. AND ALL ADAM'S DESCENDANTS ASSEMBLED BY HIM, FOR THEY HAD TAKEN A POSITION BEFORE HIS DOORS, IN THE PLACE WHICH ADAM HAD MADE, AND INTO WHICH HE WOULD ENTER AND ADDRESS HIS PRAYERS TO GOD. [30]5.3 AND HIS SONS TOLD HIM, "WHAT IS THIS, FATHER ADAM?" [30]5.4 HE TOLD THEM, "I AM SICK, MY SONS." AND THEY TOLD HIM, "WHAT IS YOUR ILLNESS AND HOW DOES A HUMAN BEING FALL ILL?" [31]6.1 SETH, HIS SON, REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM, "FATHER ADAM, WHAT HAS BEFALLEN YOU? HAVE YOU REMEMBERED, PERCHANCE, THE FRUIT OF THE GARDEN, AND YOU LONGED FOR IT AND YOU BECOME SAD YOURSELF BECAUSE OF IT? [31]6.2 IF IT IS THUS, TELL ME AND I WILL GO BEFORE PARADISE AND I WILL CAST DUST UPON MY HEAD AND I WILL WEEP. AND, IF ONLY GOD HEARS ME, LET HIM SEND HIS ANGEL AND HE THE ANGEL WILL BRING ME THE FRUIT OF PARADISE AND I WILL BRING IT TO YOU SO THAT YOU MAY CALM YOUR DISTRESS." [31]6.3 AND ADAM TOLD HIM, "MY SON SETH, IT IS NOT SO, RATHER I AM SICK AND I HAVE PAIN." SETH REPLIED TO HIM, "FATHER, WHAT IS PAIN AND HOW DO YOU HAVE PAIN?" 
ADAM’S STORY OF THE SEXUAL FALL
[32]7.1 ADAM TOLD SETH, "SON, WHEN GOD MADE US, ME AND YOUR MOTHER, HE SET US IN THE THE PARADISE OF DELIGHTS TO EAT ITS FRUIT. BUT THERE WAS ONE PLANT IN THE MIDDLE OF PARADISE, VERY BEAUTIFUL, CONCERNING WHICH GOD COMMANDED US, 'EAT NOT OF IT.' [32]7.2 AND THE SERPENT DECEIVED YOUR MOTHER AND CAUSED HER TO EAT OF IT, BECAUSE OF WHICH, NOW, WE ARE GOING TO DIE. WHEN IT WAS THE HOUR FOR THE GUARDIAN ANGELS TO ASCEND TO [SEXLESSLY] WORSHIP GOD, THE ENEMY DECEIVED HER AND SHE ATE OF IT [32]7.3A AND SHE DECEIVED ME, MY CHILDREN, FOR I DID NOT KNOW. [32]7.3B AND GOD HAD DIVIDED (PARADISE) BETWEEN US, BETWEEN ME AND YOUR MOTHER EVE, SO THAT WE MIGHT GUARD IT. AS FOR ME, HE HAD GIVEN ME THE EASTERN AND NORTHERN PORTION; TO YOUR MOTHER EVE HE HAD ENTRUSTED THE SOUTHERN AND THE WESTERN PORTION. [33].1 AND THERE WERE TWELVE ANGELS WITH EACH OF US TO GUARD US [33].2 UNTIL THE TIME OF THE DAWN, BUT AT EACH (TIME, AT) DAY, THEY ASCENDED (THERE). AND AT THE MOMENT OF THEIR ASCENT, THE SERPENT DECEIVED YOUR MOTHER AND CAUSED HER TO EAT OF THE TREE, FOR HE HAD SEEN THAT I WAS NOT WITH HER ANY MORE THAN THE ANGELS. [33].3 SHE ALSO MADE ME EAT OF IT AND I DID NOT UNDERSTAND. [34]8.1 WHEN WE HAD EATEN, GOD BECAME ANGRY WITH US AND HE TOLD US, [34]8.2 'YOU HAVE, THEREFORE, SCORNED MY COMMANDMENT; I TOO WILL SCORN YOU.' AND HE SENT 70 EVILS UPON US, TO OUR EYES, AND TO OUR EARS AND AS FAR AS OUR FEET, PLAGUES AND PORTENTS, TREASURED IN (HIS) TREASURIES. THIS GOD DID TO ME TO CAUSE ME TO PERISH THROUGH DEATH." 
THE COMMAND TO RETRIEVE THE OIL
[35]9.1 MISSING RECORD. [35]9.2 (EVE) SAID, WEEPING, "MY LORD ADAM, GIVE ME HALF OF YOUR SUFFERINGS AND I WILL BEAR YOUR PRESENT PAIN, FOR YOUR SUFFERING IS DUE TO ME AND IT IS I WHO CAUSED THESE PAINS TO COME UPON YOU." [36]9.3 AND ADAM TOLD EVE, "ARISE AND GO WITH SETH, MY SON, TO PARADISE; CAST SOIL ON YOUR HEAD AND WEEP BEFORE GOD SO THAT HE MIGHT GIVE US GRACE. [36]9.4 AND (GOD) WILL SEND HIS ANGEL TO PARADISE WHERE THE TREE OF LIFE IS, FROM WHICH THE OIL FLOWS OUT, SO THAT HE MAY GIVE YOU A LITTLE OF THAT OIL. AND YOU WILL BRING IT HERE TO ME AND I WILL ANOINT MYSELF AND I WILL BE HEALED OF MY SUFFERINGS. [36]9.5 THEN I WILL LET YOU KNOW THE WHOLE WAY IN WHICH WE WERE TRIED." 
THE ENCOUNTER WITH THE BEAST
[37]10.1 MISSING RECORD. [37]10.2 "WOE IS ME, FOR WHEN ARRIVE AT THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, ALL MY [SEXUAL] SINS WILL BURN ME AND (PEOPLE) WILL TELL ME, 'IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, IT WAS YOU WHO DID NOT OBSERVE GOD'S [SEXLESS] ORDERS." [37]10.3 EVE CALLED OUT AND TOLD THE WICKED BEAST, "O EVIL BEAST, HAVE YOU NO FEAR? DID YOU DARE TO FIGHT THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD? HOW DID YOU TAKE IT UPON YOURSELF TO OPEN YOUR MOUTH AND HOW HAVE YOU [SEXUALLY] (THOUGHT TO) SINK YOUR TEETH? OR HOW HAVE YOU NOT RECALLED THE FIRST ORDER OF GOD AND HAVE OPENED YOUR MOUTH AGAINST THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD?" [38]11.1 THEN THE BEAST REPLIED TO HER AND TOLD EVE, "IT IS NOT FROM OUR GREEDINESS THAT YOUR DISCONTENT AND YOUR WEEPING COME, BUT YOUR DISCONTENT AND YOUR WEEPING COME FROM YOUR OWN GREEDINESS, FOR AT THE BEGINNING OF CREATION, IT WAS YOU WHO HEARKENED TO THE BEAST, THE SERPENT. [38]11.2 HOW DID YOU DARE TO OPEN YOUR MOUTH AND EAT OF THE TREE OF WHICH GOD HAD COMMANDED YOU NOT TO EAT? (IT IS) YOU, (BECAUSE OF) WHOM THE ASPECT OF EVERYTHING HAS CHANGED. [38]11.3 NOW, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ENDURE, IF I START TALKING AND REBUKING YOU." [39]12.1 SETH REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD THE BEAST, "LET YOUR MOUTH BE CLOSED AND BE SILENT, BEAST, AND GET AWAY FROM US, THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE DIVINITY, UNTIL THE DAY WHEN GOD WILL HAVE YOU STANDING (BEFORE HIM)." [39]12.2 THEN ALSO THE BEAST TOLD SETH, "BEHOLD, THEN, THAT I GET AWAY FROM YOU, [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD, DAZZLING (SPLENDOR) OF GOD." AND WHEN THE BEAST HAD LEFT HIM (HER?), THE BEAST FLED (FAR) FROM SETH AND THE WOUNDED MAN WENT TO THE HUT OF ADAM HIS FATHER." 
THE ARRIVAL AT PARADISE
[40]13.1 MISSING RECORD. [41]13.2A (AND GOD SENT TO THEM THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL), WHO IS IN CHARGE OF THE SOULS, AND HE TOLD SETH, [41]13.2B "MAN OF GOD, DO NOT LABOR TO SUPPLICATE THUS CONCERNING THE OLIVE TREE, IN COMMAND TO ANOINT YOUR FATHER ADAM. 
THE LORD MICHAEL’S REPLY
[42]13.3 THIS IS NOT TO BE RIGHT NOW BUT IN THE FUTURE TIMES, WHEN FIVE THOUSAND YEARS WILL BE COMPLETED. THEN, AT THE FIVE AND A HALF THOUSANDTH YEAR, THE BELOVED SON OF GOD, CHRIST, WILL COME UPON THE EARTH TO RESURRECT ADAM'S BODY FROM HIS [SEXUAL] FALL, BECAUSE OF THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE COMMANDS. [42]13.4 HE WILL COME AND HE WILL BE BAPTIZED IN THE RIVER JORDAN. AND AS SOON AS HE WILL HAVE COME FORTH FROM OF THE WATER WITH THE (ANOINTING) OF OIL, HE WILL ANOINT HIM, HIM [42]13.5 AND ALL HIS DESCENDANTS, SO THAT THEY WILL RISE AT THE TIME OF THE RESURRECTION. THE LORD SAID, 'I WILL ADMIT THEM INTO PARADISE AND I WILL ANOINT THEM WITH THAT UNCTION.' 
RETURN TO ADAM
[43]13.6 BUT NOW, GO TO YOUR FATHER ADAM, BECAUSE THE DAYS OF HIS TIMES ARE COMPLETED. (IN) THREE DAYS HIS SOUL WILL GO OUT OF HIS BODY AND NUMEROUS WONDERS WILL BE SEEN IN THE HEAVENS." [44]14.1 WHEN THE ANGEL HAD TOLD THAT TO HIM, (IMMEDIATELY) HE WAS HIDDEN UNDERNEATH THE PLANT OF PARADISE. NOW (AS FOR) SETH AND EVE THEY DEPARTED FOR ADAM'S HUT. AND ADAM WEPT BECAUSE OF THE WOUND OF THE BEAST. 
ADAM’S REBUKE OF EVE
[44]14.2 AND HE TOLD EVE, "WHAT HAVE (ALL OF) US DONE? FOR AN EVIL HAS COME UPON US AND UPON ALL OUR DESCENDANTS. [44]14.3 INDEED, TELL YOUR CHILDREN WHAT ARE YOUR [SEXUAL] SINS: FOR WE WILL DIE, YOU AND I, AND MISFORTUNES WILL SPREAD OVER THE EARTH. ALL THE DESCENDANTS WHO HAVE COME FORTH FROM US WILL [SEXUAL] CURSE US SAYING, [44]14.4 'IT WAS OUR FATHER AND MOTHER WHO BROUGHT THIS MISFORTUNE UPON US.'" 
THE PORTIONS OF ADAM & EVE IN PARADISE
[44]15.1 THEN EVE BEGAN TO CRY AND SHE SAID, "NOW HEARKEN TO ME, MY CHILDREN, AND I WILL TELL YOU HOW WE WERE TRICKED. [44]15.2 IT HAPPENED, (THEN), THAT YOUR FATHER WAS GUARDING HIS PORTION OF PARADISE, THE EAST AND THE NORTH, [44]15.3 WHILE I WAS GUARDING MY OWN PORTION, THE WEST AND THE SOUTH. AND THE DEVIL CAME TO ADAM'S PORTION. AND THERE WERE BEASTS THERE [44]15.4 FOR THE LORD HAD ALSO DIVIDED THE BEASTS BETWEEN US. ALL (THAT WERE) MALE HE HAD GIVEN TO ADAM, AND ALL (THAT WERE) FEMALE, HE HAD GIVEN TO ME. AND WE EACH FED OUR OWN ONES. 
SATAN’S [LUCIFER’S/VICTORIA’S] ENCOUNTER WITH THE BEAST
[44]16.1 WHEN THE DEVIL CAME TO YOUR FATHER'S PORTION [44]16.2 THE DEVIL SUMMONED THE SERPENT AND TOLD HIM, "ARISE AND COME TO ME, AND I WILL TEACH YOU A USEFUL WORD." [44]16.3A THEN, THE SERPENT CAME AND THE DEVIL TOLD THE SERPENT, "I (HEAR) THAT YOU ARE WISER THAN ALL THE (DUMB) ANIMALS AND I HAVE COME TO TEST YOUR WISDOM (SCIENCE), FOR ADAM GIVES FOOD TO ALL THE (DUMB) ANIMALS, THUS ALSO TO YOU. [44]16.3B WHEN THEN ALL THE (DUMB) ANIMALS COME TO BOW DOWN BEFORE ADAM FROM DAY TO DAY AND FROM MORNING TO MORNING, EVERY DAY, YOU ALSO COME TO BOW DOWN. YOU WERE CREATED BEFORE HIM, AS LARGE (AS YOU) ARE, AND YOU BOW DOWN BEFORE THIS LITTLE ONE! [44]16.3C AND, WHY DO YOU EAT (FOOD) INFERIOR TO ADAM'S AND HIS SPOUSE'S AND NOT THE GOOD FRUIT OF PARADISE? BUT COME AND HEARKEN TO ME SO THAT WE MAY HAVE ADAM EXPELLED FROM THE WALL OF PARADISE JUST AS WE ARE OUTSIDE. PERHAPS WE CAN RE-ENTER SOMEHOW TO PARADISE." [44]16.4 AND THE SERPENT TOLD HIM, "HOW CAN WE HAVE THEM EXCLUDED?" THE DEVIL REPLIED AND TOLD THE SERPENT, "BE A SHEATH FOR ME AND I WILL SPEAK TO THE WOMAN THROUGH YOUR MOUTH A WORD BY WHICH WE WILL TRICK (THEM)." 
THE SERPENT’S APPROACH TO PARADISE
[44]17.1 AND THE TWO OF THEM CAME TOGETHER AND THEY ALLOWED THEIR HEADS TO HANG ON THE WALL OF THE PARADISE AT THE TIME WHERE THE ANGELS HAD ASCENDED TO BOW DOWN TO GOD. THEN THE DEVIL CHANGED HIMSELF INTO THE [SEXUAL] IMAGE OF AN ANGEL [2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15]; HE PRAISED THE PRAISES OF THE ANGELS. AND I WAS GAZING IN THE DIRECTION OF THE ENCLOSURE TO HEAR THE PRAISES. [44]17.2A I STARED AND I SAW HIM LIKE AN ANGEL AND AT ONCE HE BECAME INVISIBLE [44]17.2B FOR HE HAD GONE FORTH TO BRING THE SERPENT. AND HE TOLD HIM, 'ARISE AND COME AND I WILL BE WITH YOU AND I WILL SPEAK THOUGH YOUR MOUTH THAT WHICH IT IS PROPER FOR YOU TO SAY.' [44]17.2C HE TOOK ON THE FORM OF THE SERPENT (TO GO) CLOSE TO THE WALL OF PARADISE AND THE DEVIL SLIPPED INSIDE THE SERPENT AND HE ALLOWED HIS HEAD TO HANG ON THE WALL OF PARADISE. HE CRIED OUT AND SAID, 'SHAME ON YOU, WOMAN, YOU WHO ARE IN THE THE PARADISE OF DELIGHT (AND) WHO ARE BLIND! COME TO ME AND I WILL TELL YOU A CERTAIN SECRET WORD.' [44]17.2D AND, WHEN I HAD COME, HE TOLD ME, 'EVE!' AND I TOLD HIM, 'HERE I AM.' HE REPLIED TO ME AND TOLD ME, 'WHAT DO YOU DO IN PARADISE?" [44]17.3 I REPLIED AND TOLD HIM, 'GOD HAS SET ME TO GUARD PARADISE AND EAT (OF IT).' [44]17.4 THE DEVIL REPLIED TO ME AND TOLD ME THROUGH THE MOUTH OF THE SERPENT, 'WELL (DONE!) DO YOU EAT THE FRUIT OF EVERY TREE WHICH IS IN PARADISE?' [44]17.5 I REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM, '(YES), WE EAT ALL THE FRUIT EXCEPT FOR ONLY ONE TREE WHICH IS HERE IN THE MIDDLE OF PARADISE, FOR GOD COMMANDED US, 'DO NOT EAT OF IT, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT DIE OF DEATH.' 
THE TEMPTATION OF EVE
[44]18.1 THEN THE SERPENT TOLD ME, 'I AM DISTRESSED FOR YOU, FOR YOU ARE LIKE THE (DUMB) ANIMALS. GOD WAS JEALOUS OF YOU AND HE HAS NOT PERMITTED YOU, BUT I, I DO NOT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE YOUR IGNORANCE. RATHER COME, EAT AND YOU WILL SEE THE GLORY WHICH IS TO BE WITH YOU.' [44]18.2 HOWEVER, I TOLD HIM, 'I AM AFRAID OF DYING, PERHAPS, AS GOD SAID.' [44]18.3 THE SERPENT REPLIED TO ME AND TOLD ME, 'WHAT IS DEATH AND HOW DOES ONE DIE? DEATH IS LIFE!' I REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM, 'I DO NOT KNOW.' HE REPLIED TO ME AND TOLD ME, 'GOD IS LIVING, JUST SO THAT YOU WILL NOT DIE, BUT AT THE MOMENT WHEN YOU EAT YOUR EYES WILL BE OPENED AND YOU WILL BE INSTRUCTED, LIKE GOD, ABOUT GOOD AND EVIL. [44]18.4 GOD KNEW THAT YOU WOULD BECOME LIKE HIM AND GOD WAS JEALOUS OF YOU. BECAUSE OF THAT GOD TOLD YOU, 'DO NOT EAT OF IT!' [44]18.5 LOOK AT THE TREE AND SEE THE GLORY AROUND IT.' AS FOR ME, WHEN I HAD GONE AND I HAD SEEN ITS GLORY AROUND IT, THEN I SAID, [44]18.6 'THIS TREE IS GOOD AND ITS FRUIT IS WELL-KNOWN IN MY EYES. HOWEVER, I AM AFRAID TO STRETCH OUT MY HAND AND TAKE (IT). BUT YOU, IF YOU ARE NOT AFRAID, BRING IT OUT TO ME AND I WILL EAT (OF IT) AND I WILL KNOW WHETHER YOUR (PRESENT) WORDS ARE TRUE OR NOT.' THE SERPENT REPLIED TO AND TOLD ME, 'COME, OPEN THE GATE AND I WILL GIVE YOU OF IT.' 
THE ENTRANCE OF THE SNAKE INTO PARADISE
[44]19.1 AND WHEN I HAD GONE TO OPEN THE GATE FOR HIM AND HE HAD ENTERED PARADISE, HE WENT FORTH, AND THEN HE STOPPED A LITTLE. I REPLIED TO HIM AND SAID, 'WHY HAVE YOU STOPPED?' BUT HE, MY CHILDREN, BEGAN TO USE TRICKERY WITH ME. HE REPLIED TO ME AND TOLD ME, 'IF I HAVE STOPPED IT IS BECAUSE I CHANGED MY MIND FOR FEAR THAT, PERHAPS IF I SHOULD GIVE YOU OF IT AND YOU EAT IT, AND YOUR EYES WILL BE OPENED AND YOU WILL BECOME LIKE GOD, AND YOU WILL KNOW GOOD AND EVIL, AND YOU WILL BECOME [SEXUAL] PRIDEFUL AND BECOME JEALOUS OF ADAM AND YOU WILL NOT MAKE HIM EAT OF IT [IF ADAM & EVE WERE CHINESE, THE SEXUAL FALL WOULD NOT HAVE OCCURRED BECAUSE THE SNAKE WOULD HAVE BEEN EATEN & NOT THE FRUIT, WHICH MEANS THE CHINESE ARE FREE FROM THE SEXUAL FALL], AND HE WILL BE LIKE A (DUMB) ANIMAL BEFORE YOU, AS YOU WERE BEFORE GOD, BECAUSE GOD WAS JEALOUS OF YOU. IF YOU WISH (IT), SWEAR TO ME TRULY THAT, IF I MAKE YOU EAT IT, YOU WILL NOT BE JEALOUS OF ADAM, YOUR HUSBAND, BUT WILL MAKE HIM EAT OF IT AND GIVE OF IT ALSO TO HIM.' [44]19.2 I REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM, 'I DO NOT KNOW ANY OATH, HOW COULD I SWEAR TO YOU?' AND HE TOLD ME, 'SAY: I SWEAR BY THE PLANTS OF PARADISE AND BY THE CHERUBS UPON WHOM SITS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND (UPON WHICH) HE DESCENDS TO PARADISE, THAT IF I EAT AND KNOW IT ALL, I WILL NOT BE JEALOUS BUT WILL GIVE OF IT ALSO TO ADAM." [44]19.3 AND WHEN HE HAD MADE ME TAKE THE OATH, HE BOUND ME (TO IT), GAVE ME OF THE TREE AND I ATE IT. 
EVE’S RECOGNITION OF HER SEXUAL SIN
[44]20.4 [...I WAS SEARCHING FOR LEAVES TO COVER...] MY NAKEDNESS AND FOUND NONE ON ALL THE TREES, FOR AT THE MOMENT AT WHICH I HAD EATEN, THE LEAVES FROM ALL THE TREES OF PARADISE, IN MY PORTION, FELL DOWN. [44]20.5 I TOOK SOME AND MADE A COVERING FOR MYSELF AND STOOD BY THE TREE OF WHICH I HAD EATEN, MY CHILDREN. I WAS AFRAID BECAUSE OF THE OATH WHICH I HAD SWORN BY PARADISE AND IN WHICH I HAD SAID, 'I WILL MAKE ADAM EAT OF IT AS WELL.' 
THE TEMPTATION OF ADAM
[44]21.2 THEN YOUR FATHER ADAM CAME. HE HAD [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT THUS: THAT A BEAST HAD ENTERED PARADISE AND HE TOLD ME, 'WHAT ARE YOU [SEXUALLY] THINKING FOR AND WHY DO YOU HAVE THIS FIG-LEAF ON YOURSELF?' [44]21.3 I REPLIED TO HIM AND I TOLD HIM, 'DO YOU WISH ME TO TELL YOU SOMETHING OR NOT? UNTIL TODAY WE WERE LIKE (DUMB) ANIMALS. WHEN I UNDERSTOOD (THAT OF WHICH) THE LORD HAD SAID TO US, 'DO NOT EAT OF THIS' AND WHEN I SAW ITS SPLENDOR, I TOOK OF IT AND ATE OF IT AND I KNEW GOOD AND EVIL. NOW, EAT ALSO OF IT AND YOU WILL YOU BECOME LIKE GOD.' [44]21.4A ADAM REPLIED TO ME AND TOLD ME, 'I FEAR LEST GOD BE ANGRY WITH ME AND TELL ME, "MY COMMANDMENT WHICH I GAVE YOU, YOU DID NOT KEEP IT!"' [44]21.4B BUT I TOLD THE FATHER, "ON ME SHALL BE THIS BLAME. IF HE ASKS YOU, SAY THUS: 'THIS WOMAN WHOM YOU HAVE GIVEN ME IS TO BLAME FOR THAT; (SHE SAID:) SEE THE FLAVOR OF THIS GLORY!' [44]21.5 THEN I GAVE HIM OF IT AND HE ATE OF IT AND BECAME LIKE ME, AND HE ALSO TOOK A LEAF OF THE FIG TREE AND COVERED HIS NAKEDNESS WITH IT. 
THE ENTRY OF THE LORD INTO PARADISE
[44]22.1 AFTER WHICH WE HEARD THAT, THROUGH AN ANGEL, (GOD) BLEW THE TRUMPET. HE (HAD) SUMMONED THE ANGELS AND TOLD THEM, [44]22.2 "THUS SAYS THE LORD, COME TO PARADISE AND HEAR THE SENTENCE TO WHICH WE ARE GOING TO JUDGE (THEM)." ADAM (TOLD ME), "WE HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED, FOR GOD IS GOING TO COME TO JUDGE US." WE WERE AFRAID AND WE HID. [44]22.3 AND GOD CAME TO PARADISE SITTING UPON THE CHERUBS AND THE ANGELS WERE SINGING HYMNS BEFORE HIM. WHEN HE HAD ARRIVED AT PARADISE, AT ONCE ALL (THE) TREE(S) CAST OFF THEIR (ITS) FOLIAGE, [44]22.4 AND THRONES WERE SET UP NEAR THE TREE OF LIFE. [44]23.1 AND GOD SUMMONED ADAM AND TOLD HIM, "ADAM, ADAM, WHERE ARE YOU? ARE YOU HIDING FROM ME? OR HOW WILL A HOUSE HIDE FROM ITS BUILDER? OR WHY HAVE YOU HIDDEN NEAR THE TREE OF PARADISE?" [44]23.2 THEN YOUR FATHER REPLIED AND TOLD THE LORD, "I HAVE HIDDEN BECAUSE I AM AFRAID: I AM NAKED AND I AM ASHAMED." [44]23.3 GOD REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM, "WHO TOLD YOU THAT YOU ARE NAKED? HAVE YOU SCORNED THE COMMANDMENT WHICH I GAVE YOU?" [44]23.4 THEN ADAM REMEMBERED MY WORD(S) WHICH I HAD SAID, "DO NOT BE CONCERNED FOR (THE BLAME) FOR IT WILL LIE UPON ME." AND ADAM SAID, "LORD, IT IS THIS WOMAN WHOM YOU GAVE TO ME WHO DECEIVED ME." THEN HE TURNED TOWARDS ME AND TOLD ME, "WHAT HAVE YOU DONE?" [44]23.5 AND I REMEMBERED THE SERPENT'S WORD AND I SAID, "IT IS THE SERPENT WHO DECEIVED ME!" 
JUDGMENT ON ADAM, EVE & LUCIFER
[44]24.1 GOD REPLIED TO ADAM AND TOLD HIM, "BECAUSE YOU HEARKENED TO YOUR WIFE AND DISOBEY MY COMMANDMENT, LET THE EARTH BE [SEXUAL] CURSED IN YOUR [SEXUAL] DEEDS. [44]24.2 MAY YOU WORK IT AND IT WILL GIVE YOU NO FRUIT; IT WILL SPROUT ONLY THORNS AND THISTLES FOR YOU. BY THE SWEAT OF YOUR BROW YOU SHALL EAT BREAD. [44]24.3 MAY YOU BE WITH MANY SIGHS, LABOR IN LABORS AND YOU SHALL HAVE (NO) REST. YOU SHALL HUNGER AND YOU SHALL (NOT) BE SATED. YOU SHALL BE AFFECTED BY BITTERNESS AND YOU SHALL (NOT) TASTE SWEETNESS; YOU SHALL BE TORMENTED BY HEAT AND WILL UNDERGO COLD; YOU (PL.) SHALL BE PAUPERIZED AND YOU SHALL (NOT) BE ENRICHED; YOU SHALL EAT AND SHALL (NOT) GROW FAT; YOU SHALL WARM YOURSELVES WITH FIRE, AND YOU SHALL NOT BE HEATED. YOU WILL (TO SOAK) YOURSELVES WITH WATER AND IT WILL DRAW BACK. [44]24.4 AND THE BEASTS OVER WHOM YOU (SING) RULED SHALL RISE UP AGAINST YOU. YOU SHALL BE WEAKENED BECAUSE YOU HAVE NOT KEPT MY COMMANDMENTS." [44]25.1 GOD TURNED TO ME AND TOLD ME, "WHY DID YOU HEARKEN TO THE SERPENT AND ABANDON MY COMMANDMENTS WITH WHICH I COMMANDED TO YOU? (MAY YOU) BE IN TOILS AND PAINS; [44]25.2 (MAY YOU) GIVE BIRTH TO MANY FRUITS AND WHEN YOU GIVE BIRTH TO THEM YOU WILL DESPAIR OF YOUR LIFE BECAUSE OF THE TORMENTS AND PAINS. [44]25.3 (YOU SHALL PROMISE YOURSELF) THAT IF YOU ARE EVER DELIVERED FROM THE AGONIES, YOU WILL NEVER GO BACK TO (YOUR HUSBAND) AND YOU WILL HARDEN YOUR HEART IN VIEW OF THE GREAT COMBAT WHICH THE SERPENT INSTITUTED WITH YOU. [44]25.4 (BUT MAY YOU) RETURN AT ONCE TO THE SAME POINT, MAY YOU BEAR YOUR OFFSPRING IN HURT AND RETURN IN PITY TO YOUR HUSBAND, AND HE WILL RULE OVER YOU." [44]26.1 WHEN HE HAD SAID ALL THIS TO ME, HE BECAME VERY ANGRY WITH THE SERPENT, AND HE TOLD IT, "YOU, TOO, PERISH AND BE [SEXUALLY] CURSED AMONG ALL THE (DUMB) ANIMALS. [44]26.2 MAY YOU BE WITHHELD FROM YOU, FOOD WHICH YOU USED TO EAT AND MAY THE SOIL BE TO YOU AS FOOD ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE; YOU SHALL GO ON YOUR BREAST AND ON YOUR STOMACH; YOUR HANDS AND YOUR FEET WILL BE TAKEN FROM YOU. [44]26.3 MAY YOU HAVE NEITHER EARS NOR NAILS AND MAY NOT EVEN ONE LIMB REMAIN FOR YOU. LET THE PRECIOUS CROSS WHICH MY SON WILL TAKE UPON THE EARTH CONDEMN YOU BECAUSE OF THE DECEIT BY WHICH YOU DECEIVED ADAM. BUT MAY YOU AGAIN BE CRUSHED AND BROKEN BECAUSE OF THE EVIL OF YOUR HEART. [44]26.4 AND I WILL SET ENMITY BETWEEN YOU AND THE OFFSPRING OF THE WOMAN: SHE WILL LAY IN WAIT FOR YOUR HEAD AND YOU WILL LAY IN WAIT FOR HER HEEL UNTIL THE DAY OF JUDGMENT." 
ADAM’S PLEA FOR MERCY
[44]27.1 THUS GOD SAID, AND HE COMMANDED BOTH OF US TO BE EXPELLED FROM PARADISE. [44]27.2 ADAM BESOUGHT THE ANGELS AND TOLD THEM, "WAIT FOR ME TO BESEECH THE LORD; WHO KNOWS, PERHAPS THE LORD WILL GRANT ME A PENITENCE FOR THAT WHICH I HAVE DONE AND I WILL NOT GO OUT OF PARADISE." [44]27.3 THEN THE ANGELS WAITED FOR US TO ASK. ADAM BESOUGHT THE LORD AND SAID, "I BESEECH YOU, LORD, PARDON ME FOR WHAT I HAVE DONE." [44]27.4 THEN THE LORD TOLD THE ANGELS, "WHY HAVE YOU BEEN WAITING (BEFORE) SEPARATING ADAM FROM PARADISE? IS THE BLAME MINE (AM I TO BLAME) OR HAVE I NOT JUDGED JUSTLY?" [44]27.5 THEN THE ANGELS FELL TO THE GROUND AND TOLD HIM, BOWING BEFORE THE LORD, "YOU ARE JUST, LORD, AND YOU SENTENCE IS UPRIGHT." [44]28.1 THE LORD TURNED AND TOLD ADAM, "YOU ARE NOT TO REMAIN IN PARADISE." [44]28.2 ADAM REPLIED TO THE LORD AND TOLD HIM, "I BESEECH YOU, LORD, GIVE ME OF THE TREE OF LIFE SO THAT I MAY EAT BEFORE I HAVE GONE FORTH." [44]28.3 THEN THE LORD ADDRESSED A SPEECH TO ADAM AND TOLD HIM, "YOU WILL NOT TAKE ANY OF IT ANYMORE IN YOUR LIFETIME. I HAVE POSTED BURNING CHERUBS AND A TURNING SWORD TO KEEP IT FROM YOU, LEST YOU SHOULD TASTE IT AND BECOME IMMORTAL AND BOAST SAYING, 'I SHALL NOT DIE EVER'; AND YOU WILL [SEXLESSLY] CONDUCT THE FIGHT WHICH THE ENEMY HAS [SEXUALLY] CONDUCTED AGAINST YOU. [44]28.4 IF YOU GO OUT OF PARADISE AND GUARD YOURSELF FROM EVERY EVIL, YOU WILL DIE AND AFTER DEATH YOU WILL ARISE IN THE FUTURE RESURRECTION. THEN, INDEED, I WILL GIVE YOU OF THE TREE OF LIFE AND YOU WILL BE IMMORTAL FOR EVER." 
THE EXPULSION FROM PARADISE
[44]29.1 WHEN THE LORD HAD SAID THAT HE COMMANDED US TO BE CHASED OUT OF PARADISE. [44]29.2 AND YOUR FATHER WEPT BEFORE THE ANGELS, BUT THEY TOLD HIM, "WHAT IS THIS OR WHAT SHALL WE DO FOR YOU?" [44]29.3 THEN YOUR FATHER REPLIED TO THEM AND TOLD THEM, "BEHOLD, I AM GOING OUT. NOW I BESEECH YOU THAT AT THE VERY MOMENT OF MY LEAVING PARADISE I MAY TAKE INCENSE FROM PARADISE SO THAT, WHEN I GO OUT, I MAY OFFER A SWEET ODERED INCENSE-FRAGRANCE AND GOD WILL BE WILLING TO HEARKEN TO ME." [44]29.6 AND THE ANGELS LET HIM AND HE TOOK FOUR SWEET ODERED INCENSES-FRAGRANCES: NARD, SAFFRON, REED, CINNAMON; THAT IS WHAT ADAM BROUGHT FROM PARADISE ONTO THE EARTH. 
THE DEATH OF ADAM
[44]30.1 NOW, THEREFORE, MY CHILDREN I HAVE TAUGHT YOU THE WHOLE WAY IN WHICH WE WERE TRICKED AND I BESEECH YOU TO WATCH YOURSELVES AND NOT TO STOP DOING GOOD.' [45]31.1 THAT, THEN, IS WHAT EVE SAID IN THE MIDST OF HER CHILDREN WHEN ADAM WAS LYING ILL. AND ON THE SECOND DAY HIS SOUL WAS ABOUT TO GO OUT OF HIS BODY. EVE TOLD ADAM, 31.2 "WHY ARE YOU ALONE DYING AND I AM ALIVE? OR, HOW LONG SHALL I EXIST? OR, WHAT WILL BECOME OF ME AFTER YOUR DEATH? LET ME KNOW ABOUT ME THAT." [45]31.3 THEN ADAM TOLD EVE, "BE NOT CONCERNED, WHATEVER YOU HAVE DONE. IF WE MUST BOTH DIE, YOU TOO WILL BE SET NEAR ME. AND IF I AM TO DIE ALONE, DO NOT MOVE ME FROM MY PLACE UNTIL GOD GIVES YOU A COMMAND ABOUT ME, [45]31.4 FOR THE LORD WILL NOT FORGET ME, BUT RATHER HE WILL SEEK OUT THE VESSEL WHICH HE HAS MADE. ARISE AND PRAY A PRAYER TO GOD THAT MY SOUL BE COMMENDED INTO THE HANDS OF MY [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. FOR I DO NOT KNOW HOW I AM GOING TO REACH THE [TRUE] CREATOR OF ALL [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], OR WHETHER HE IS ANGRY WITH ME OR WHETHER HE WILL ACCEPT ME." 
EVE’S CONFESSION
[45]32.1 THEN EVE AROSE AND WENT OUT FROM ADAM ('S PLACE). SHE DID PENITENCE AND SAID, [45]32.2 "I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST YOU, GOD; I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST YOU AND I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE YOU. I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE YOUR ELECT ANGELS. I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE THE CHERUBS. I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE THE ALTAR OF YOUR HOLINESS. I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE THE GENERATIONS OF THE HEAVENS. I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE THE BIRDS OF HEAVENS. I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED BEFORE THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH. I HAVE [SEXUALLY] SINNED AGAINST YOU, GOD, BY ALL MY GREED, AMONG ALL YOUR CREATURES. I BESEECH YOU ALL, YOU CREATURES OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, BESEECH THE LORD OF ALL FOR ME." [45]32.3 WHILE EVE WAS ON HER (KNEES) TO PRAY, SUDDENLY MICHAEL CAME, THE ANGEL OF MANKIND, HE STOOD AND RAISED EVE UP, AND TOLD HER, [45]32.4 "ARISE FROM THAT PENITENCE, FOR ADAM YOUR HUSBAND HAS GONE FORTH FROM THE BODY. ARISE AND SEE HIS SOUL, HOW HIS [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] HAS ALREADY (GOT) IT."
THE ANGELIC LITURGY
[45]33.1 EVE AROSE AND PUT HER HAND ON HER FACE AND THE ANGEL WENT UP AGAIN, AND HE TOLD EVE, "RAISE YOU EYES AND ABANDON EARTHLY CONCERNS." [45]33.2 AS FOR EVE, WHEN SHE HAD RAISED HER EYES TOWARDS THE HEAVENS, SHE SAW CHARIOTS OF FIRE AND A LIGHT WHICH WENT UP, (BORNE) BY FOUR (WINDS): THEY WERE SO RESPLENDENT THAT NO WORD COULD EXPRESS IT, AND IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO SOUND THEM OUT, NEITHER FROM THE FRONT NOR FROM THE BACK. AND ANGELS WERE PROCEEDING BEFORE THESE CHARIOTS. [45]33.3 AND WHEN THEY HAD ARRIVED (AT THE PLACE) WHERE THE FATHER WAS, THE CHARIOT STOPPED AND THE SERAPHS STOOD BETWEEN HIM AND THE CHARIOT(S). [45]33.4 AND I, EVE, SAW THREE GOLD CENSERS, AND (THREE) CUPS AND THREE ANGELS COME QUICKLY UPON THE ALTAR. THESE ANGELS TOOK A BURNING COAL AND PUT IT IN THE CENSER AND SET THE CENSER UPON (THE ALTAR). AND WHILE THEY BLEW, THE SMOKE WENT UP AND VEILED THE FIRMAMENTS OF THE HEAVENS. [45]33.5 THE ANGELS WERE PRAISING (GOD), THEY WERE BOWING BEFORE HIM, CRYING OUT AND SAYING, "GOD, FORGIVE ADAM FOR HE IS YOUR [SEXLESS] IMAGE AND THE WORK OF YOUR HANDS: HE IS YOUR CREATURE." [46]34.1 AND I, EVE, SAW TWO GREAT LIGHTS PROSTRATED IN FEAR BEFORE GOD AND I WEPT AND TOLD MY SON SETH, [46]34.2 RISE FROM NEAR YOUR FATHER'S BODY, COME TOWARDS ME AND SEE THAT WHICH YOUR EYES HAVE NOT SEEN, CONCERNING ADAM YOUR FATHER." [46]35.1 THEN SETH AROSE AND WENT CLOSE TO HIS MOTHER EVE AND TOLD HER, "WHY ARE YOU WEEPING? [46]35.2 RAISE YOUR EYES AND SEE THE SEVEN FIRMAMENTS OPEN AND SEE THE LIKENESS OF THE FATHER ADAM, AS HE LIES BEFORE GOD AND ALL THE ANGELS ARE BESEECHING HIM AND SAYING, 'GOD, FORGIVE ADAM, FOR HE IS YOUR [SEXLESS] IMAGE AND YOUR LIKENESS, BECAUSE IT IS YOU WHO HAVE CREATED HIM.'" [46]35.3 "WHAT IS THIS, THEN, MY SON SETH, [46]35.4 DO THEY DELIVER THE BLOOD OF MY SPOUSE TO THESE INDIANS, FOR THEY WERE BEFORE GOD?" SETH REPLIED TO EVE AND TOLD HER, "NO, MOTHER, DID YOU NOT RECOGNIZE THOSE WHOM YOU CALLED INDIANS IN THESE COLORS OF BLOOD?" EVE REPLIED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM, "I DO NOT KNOW THEM, MY SON." [46]36.1 SETH REPLIED TO HER AND TOLD HER, "THESE ARE THE SUN AND THE MOON: THEY ARE PROSTRATED AND THEY ARE BESEECHING FOR ADAM, MY FATHER." [46]36.2 "WHERE IS THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, FOR IT IS NO MORE WITH IT, OR WHY IS IT DARKENED THUS?" [46]36.3 SETH REPLIED TO HER AND TOLD EVE, "BECAUSE ITS LIGHT HAS BEEN ECLIPSED BEFORE THE GOD OF ALL AND ITS LIGHT HAD BECOME DARKENED BY FEAR OF GOD." 
THE ASSUMPTION OF ADAM TO PARADISE
[47]37.1 AS SETH WAS TELLING THAT TO EVE, AT ONCE A GREAT ANGEL BLEW THE TRUMPET AND ALL THE ANGELS WHO WERE PROSTRATED ON THEIR FACES STOOD UP AGAIN. THEY BESOUGHT ADAM AND CRIED OUT IN A LOUD VOICE, AND SAID, [47]37.2 "BLESSED IS GOD, BY ALL BLESSING. YOU PARDONED THE PROTOPLAST." [47]37.3 AND WHEN THE ANGELS HAD SAID THESE [SEXLESS] WORDS, ONE OF THE SIX-WINGED SERAPHS WAS SENT TOWARDS HIM (ADAM). HE TOOK ADAM TO THE LAKE OF (A)CHERON, [47]37.4 AND HE DIPPED HIM IN IT THREE TIMES. THEN HE LED HIM BACK BEFORE GOD AND (ADAM) REMAINED (PROSTRATE) ON HIS FACE FOR THREE HOURS. AND AFTER THAT, GOD STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND FROM HIS THRONE, RAISED ADAM UP AND GAVE HIM TO MICHAEL, AND HE TOLD HIM, [47]37.5 "TAKE HIM TO THE THIRD HEAVEN, TO PARADISE, AND SET HIM BEFORE THE ALTAR UNTIL THE DAY OF THE "OIKONOMIA" WHICH I CONTEMPLATE CONCERNING ALL THE FLESHLY (BEINGS) WITH MY WELL-BELOVED SON." [47]37.6 THEN MICHAEL TOOK ADAM TO THE PLACE WHICH GOD HAD COMMANDED AND ALL THE ANGELS WERE CHANTING ANGELIC PSALMS. THEY WERE PRAISING THIS WONDER: THE FORGIVENESS OF ADAM AND THE PROMISE OF A FUTURE (LIFE).
ADAM AND ABEL’S FUNERARY RITES
[47]38.1 AFTER WHICH MICHAEL CRIED OUT TOWARDS GOD, [47]38.2 AND GOD COMMANDED THAT THE TRUMPET BE SOUNDED AND THAT ALL THE ANGELS ASSEMBLE BEFORE GOD, EACH ONE IN HIS RANK: THOSE WHO HELD A CENSER; THOSE WHO HELD A PSALTERY; AND THOSE WHO SOUNDED THE TRUMPET. [47]38.3 AND BEHOLD, THE LORD OF SABAOTH ROSE UPON THE WINDS OF THE CHERUBS, AND [47]37.1 MISSING RECORD. [47]38.4 AND (GOD) FIRST REACHED HIS PARADISE, AND THE FLOWERS OF PARADISE, WITH THEIR SWEET ODORS, WERE MOVED AT THE SWEET [SEXLESS] ODOR OF THE GLORIOUS GOD. ALL THE CHILDREN OF ADAM WERE BREATHLESS, EXCEPT ONLY FOR SETH, FOR HE WAS SON OF THE GREATNESS OF GOD. [47]39.1 AND WHEN THE LORD HAD COME TO THE BODY OF ADAM WHICH HAD FALLEN IN (THE EARTH), THE LORD WAS SORROWFUL FOR HIM AND TOLD HIM IN A SAD VOICE, "IF YOU HAD KEPT MY COMMANDMENTS, YOU WOULD NOT HAVE FALLEN IN THAT PLACE AND YOUR ENEMY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO SEE THAT HE HAD CAUSED YOU TO BE EXPELLED IN THAT PLACE. [47]39.2 BUT I WILL CHANGE HIS JOY INTO SORROW AND I WILL LEAD YOU BACK TOWARDS THIS REALM AND I WILL SET YOU UPON YOUR ENEMY'S THRONE, WHERE HE WAS SEATED, CLOSE (BY THE PLACE) WHERE HIS REBELLION WAS DISCOVERED. [47]39.3 HE WILL FALL IN THE PLACE (WHERE) YOU (ARE) AND HE WILL SEE YOU IN THAT (OTHER) PLACE SITTING UPON A THRONE." [48]40.1 AND AFTER THAT, GOD GAVE A COMMAND TO MICHAEL [48]40.2 WHO TOOK (ADAM) BACK TO PARADISE, WHICH IS IN THE THIRD HEAVEN. THEY SEIZED THREE FOLDED SHROUDS OF (CLOTH) AND GOD TOLD MICHAEL AND GABRIEL, "UNFOLD THESE SHROUDS AND ENVELOP ADAM'S BODY AND TAKE THE OINTMENT FROM THE OLIVE TREE AND POUR IT UPON HIM." AND THREE ANGELS DRESSED HIM (IN IT) AND WHEN THEY HAD DRESSED ADAM'S BODY (IN IT), [48]40.3 GOD TOLD THEM, "TAKE ABEL'S BODY AS WELL, SEIZE OTHER SHROUDS AND DRESS HIM IN THEM ALSO [48]40.4 FOR HE HAD REMAINED LYING NAKED SINCE THE DAY WHEN WICKED CAIN KILLED HIM. AND HE WISHED TO BURY HIM IN THE EARTH AND HE WAS UNABLE (TO DO SO), BECAUSE HIS BODY CAME BACK OUT OF THE EARTH. FOR A VOICE MADE ITSELF HEARD FROM HEAVEN AND SAID TO HIM, [48]40.5A "HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO BE BURIED IN THE EARTH BEFORE HE WHO WAS CREATED FIRST HAS RETURNED TO THE EARTH FROM WHICH HE WAS CREATED." [48]40.5B THEN HE TOOK IT TO A ROCK AND IT REMAINED SPREAD OUT THERE UNTIL THE DEATH OF ADAM. THUS (THE ANGELS) TOOK HIM AND DRESSED HIM LIKE HIS FATHER. [48]40.6 GOD [SEXLESSLY] COMMANDED THAT BOTH OF THEM SHOULD BE TAKEN UP TO PARADISE, ON THE EASTERN PART, IN THE PLACE FROM WHICH GOD HAD TAKEN SOME SOIL AND CREATED ADAM. AND GOD COMMANDED MICHAEL TO DIG. [48]40.7 AND GOD SENT SEVEN ANGELS TO PARADISE: THEY GATHERED MUCH INCENSE FROM PARADISE AND THEY BROUGHT THEM TO THEM. THEN THEY TOOK BOTH BODIES, PUT THEM INTO THE GRAVE AND COVERED THEM (WITH EARTH). [48]41.1 THEN GOD TURNED AND CALLED ADAM. ADAM'S BODY ANSWERED HIM FROM THE SOIL AND SAID, "HERE I AM, (LORD)." [48]41.2 AND THE LORD TOLD HIM, "BEHOLD, AS I TOLD YOU, YOU ARE SOIL AND YOU HAVE RETURNED TO THE SOIL, [48]41.3 BUT I WILL RAISE YOU UP IN THE RESURRECTION WHICH I HAVE PROMISED YOU, AT THE TIME OF RESURRECTION. [48]42.1 THEN, AFTER THAT, GOD TOOK THE TRIANGULAR SEAL AND SEALED THE TOMB OF ADAM AND HE SAID, "LET NO PERSON TOUCH IT DURING THESE SIX DAYS, UNTIL YOUR RIB RETURNS TO YOU. [48]42.2 THEN GOD REASCENDED TO THE UPPER HEAVEN AND EACH OF THE ANGELS TO HIS OFFICE. 
EVE’S PRAYER TO JOIN ADAM
[48]42.3 BUT EVE GREW NUMB WHEN SHE SAW ALL THAT. EVE WEPT AND WISHED TO SEE WHERE THEY HAD PUT ADAM, FOR SHE DID NOT KNOW. WHEN THE LORD HAD DESCENDED UPON THE EARTH, THE SWEET ODOR OF ALL THE TREES OF PARADISE DID NOT (...) BECAUSE OF HIS SWEET ODOR ALL HAD GROWN NUMB. UNTIL THE WRAPPING AND THE BURIAL OF ADAM, NOBODY UNDERSTOOD ANYTHING EXCEPT SETH. [48]42.4 THEN EVE BEGGED (AND) WEPT SO THAT (GOD) MIGHT LEAD HER OFF, SHOW HER THE PLACE WHERE THEY HAD PUT ADAM. AND WHEN SHE HAD COMPLETED HER PRAYER, SHE SAID, [48]42.5 "LORD, DO NOT ALIENATE ME FROM ADAM'S PLACE, [48]42.6 BUT COMMAND ME, ME ALSO, (TO BE) WITH HIM, [48]42.7 AS WE BOTH WERE IN PARADISE, INSEPARABLE FROM ONE ANOTHER. [48]42.8 DO NOT SEPARATE US IN OUR DEATH, BUT PLACE ME WHERE YOU HAVE PLACED HIM." AND AFTER THIS PRAYER SHE GAVE UP HER SOUL.
EVE’S FUNERAL & EPILOGUE
[51]43.1 AND THE ANGEL MICHAEL CAME AND TAUGHT SETH HOW TO DRESS EVE. THREE ANGELS CAME AND TOOK EVE'S BODY AND PLACED IT WHERE THEY HAD PLACED ADAM'S BODY. [51]43.2 AND AFTER THAT, THE ANGEL MICHAEL TOLD HIM, "THUS DRESS EVERY DEAD PERSON WHO DIES, UNTIL THE DEATH OF ALL HUMAN BEINGS." [51]43.3 WHEN HE HAD TAUGHT SETH ALL THAT, HE ASCENDED TO THE UPPERMOST HEAVEN, FAR FROM SETH, AND HE TOLD HIM, "DO NOT MOURN FOR THE DEAD MORE THAN FIVE DAYS AND ON THE SEVENTH DAY REJOICE, FOR ON THAT DAY GOD [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD AS TOP SUPREME POTTER CREATOR OF THE ENTIRE UNIVERSES] RESTED FROM ALL HIS [SEXLESS] (WORKS) WHICH THE LORD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH AS TOP SUPREME CREATOR] HAD MADE [ON THE FIRST INITIAL 6 DAYS & 6 NIGHTS FROM ACTS 1 ON THE 1ST DAY [SUNDAY] & 1ST NIGHT [SUNDAY NIGHT], ACTS 2 ON THE 2ND DAY [MONDAY] & 2ND NIGHT [MONDAY NIGHT] , ACTS 3 ON THE 3RD DAY [TUESDAY] & 3RD NIGHT [TUESDAY NIGHT], ACTS 4 ON THE 4TH DAY [WEDNESDAY] & 4TH NIGHT [WEDNESDAY NIGHT], ACTS 5 ON THE 5TH DAY [THURSDAY] & 5TH NIGHT [THURSDAY NIGHT] & ACTS 6 ON THE 6TH DAY [FRIDAY] & 6TH NIGHT [FRIDAY NIGHT] IS PERFECT & COMPLETE AND INFALLIBLE & INERRANT OF UNDYING IMMORTALITY [LUKE 20:35-38] AND ETERNAL LIFE IN THE ETERNALLY SECURE COVENANT OF PEACE IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE, BUT IN ACTS 7 ON THE 7TH DAY [SATURDAY] IS THE ETERNAL BEGINNING FUCK-UPS & ULTIMATE BREAK OF DYING IMMORTALITY [LUKE 20:34] AND ETERNAL DEATH OF THE ETERNAL BREACH OF THE COVENANT OF PEACE AT 3:00PM SHARP ON APRIL 7TH, 18AD TO APRIL 7TH, 2018AD CONCERNING THE 2,000 YEAR REIGN OF THE BEGINNING OF JOSEPH BEN CAIAPHAS’ HIGH PRIEST’S REIGN, WHEN THE LORD RESTED [ZZZZZZZ] IN ACTS 7:60 ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT IN THE 1ST FORMER SEXUAL UNIVERSE & THIS ETERNAL BREACH [THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0] CANNOT BE POSSIBLY CLOSED BY THE TOP LORD YAHWEH STEPHEN HIMSELF IN TIME NO MORE AT THIS BEGINNING LEVEL BECAUSE IT HAS ALREADY ETERNALLY SEXUALLY CORRUPTED THE USA & IF THE CROSS OR THE STONING OR ANY OTHER PRICE PAID HAD STOPPED IT, THEN THE ETERNAL BREACH [THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0] WOULD HAVE NEVER MADE IT TO THE USA & 7TH NIGHT [SATURDAY NIGHT] IS THE ETERNAL ENDING FUCK-UPS & ULTIMATE BREAK OF DYING IMMORTALITY [LUKE 20:34] & ETERNAL DEATH OF THE ETERNAL BREACH OF THE COVENANT OF PEACE AT 3:00AM SHARP ON APRIL 7TH, 18AD TO APRIL 7TH, 2018AD CONCERNING THE 2,000 YEAR REIGN OF THE END OF JOSEPH BEN CAIAPHAS’ HIGH CHIEF OF POLICE’S REIGN, WHEN THE LORD RESTED [ZZZZZZZ] IN ACTS 7:60 ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT IN THE 1ST FORMER SEXUAL UNIVERSE & THIS ETERNAL BREACH [THE 1 POSITION OR 100.0001% ONLY OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 HAS NOT BEEN CLOSED AS OF YET, BUT AT LOWER LEVELS FROM 00.0000% TO 100.0000% HAS BEEN CLOSED & 1 POSITION OR 00.0000% TO 100.0001% OF THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 HAS ALREADY BEEN CLOSED BY THE LORD STEVE’S ETERNAL STONING SINCE APRIL 7TH, 2016 TO APRIL 7TH, 2018 IN THE USA TO FULFILL THE 2,000 YEAR REIGN & CUTTING IT SHORT BY A FRUITFUL CALL OF 16 YEARS IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:1-6, BUT YET THE ETERNAL DAMNING EFFECT FROM THE ETERNAL BREACH SHALL NEVER BE UNDONE CONCERNING ETERNAL PERDITION AT 100.0001%, WHICH IS ONLY ETERNALLY SET UP FOR THE LADY VICTORIA’S PARTY WITH THE LORD LUCIFER TO ETERNALLY BURN IN THE PRISONS IN HELL UNDER THE EARTH FOREVER IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE ONLY, BUT THIS WORLD KNOWN AS THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE SHALL BECOME THE LORD’S NEW UNIVERSE UNDER THE EARTH CALLED PARADISE THAT KEEPS THE PRISONS IN HELL ETERNALLY SECURE LOCATED AT EARTH’S CENTER CORE, ABOVE LAND & IN THE HEAVENLIES IN REVELATION 11:15-19!] CAN ONLY BE POSSIBLY BE FULLY CLOSED BY THE TOP LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF IN TIME NO MORE AT THIS ENDING LEVEL BECAUSE THE LORD IS THE TOP ETERNAL DEAD-END & IT WOULD MEAN TO PUT THE LORD LUCIFER [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL] & THE LADY VICTORIA [BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] OUT OF FUCKING BUSINESS THAT WOULD BRING THE NEW UNIVERSE IN AT IT’S TOP PINNACLE IN REVELATION 11:15-19 IN THE ENGLISH USA, IN THE FLORENCE, SC AREA IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 7:60; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30 & ACTS 8 ON THE 8TH DAY [SUNDAY] & 8TH NIGHT [SUNDAY NIGHT] TO THE 32ND DAY [SUNDAY] & 32ND NIGHT [SUNDAY NIGHT] FROM THE ULTIMATE 0 LEVEL [THE LORD], TO 1 LEVEL IN PALESTINE, IN JERUSALEM ISRAEL IN THE SEXLESS ETERNAL BIRTH ON MARCH 7TH, 2018AD AT 2:15PM/2:15AM [45 YEARS TO REACH 3:00PM/3:00AM] TO 31 LEVELS IN THE USA, IN FLORENCE, SC AT SEXLESS ETERNAL DEATH ON APRIL 7TH, 2018AD AT 3:00PM/3:00AM IN THE LORD STEVE’S INITIAL MONTH IN ALL ETERNITY [INFINITE TIMEFRAME] IS PERFECT & COMPLETE AND INFALLIBLE & INERRANT OF UNDYING IMMORTALITY [LUKE 20:35-38] AND ETERNAL LIFE IN THE ETERNALLY SECURE COVENANT OF PEACE IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE]." [51]43.4 TO HIM IS GLORY AND HONOR AND ADORATION, WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, NOW AND FOR EVER AND FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
THE APOCALYPSE OF ZEPHANIAH
[bookmark: S1]THE SCENE IN THE FIFTH HEAVEN.
   A AND A SPIRIT TOOK ME AND BROUGHT ME UP INTO THE FIFTH HEAVEN. AND I SAW ANGELS WHO ARE CALLED “LORDS.” AND THE DIADEM WAS SET UPON THEM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND THE THRONE OF EACH OF THEM WAS SEVENFOLD MORE (BRILLIANT) THAN THE LIGHT OF THE RISING SUN. (AND THEY WERE DWELLING IN THE TEMPLES OF SALVATION AND SINGING HYMNS TO THE INEFFABLE GOD.) 
[bookmark: S2]SAHIDIC FRAGMENT: THE SEER’S VISION OF A SOUL IN TORMENT.
[bookmark: S3]   B I SAW A SOUL WHICH FIVE THOUSAND ANGELS PUNISHED AND GUARDED. THEY TOOK IT TO THE EAST AND THEY BROUGHT IT TO THE WEST. THEY BEAT ITS…THEY GAVE IT A HUNDRED…LASHES FOR EACH ONE DAILY. I WAS AFRAID AND I CAST MYSELF UPON MY FACE SO THAT MY JOINTS DISSOLVED. THE ANGEL HELPED ME. HE SAID UNTO ME, “BE STRONG, O ONE WHO WILL TRIUMPH, AND PREVAIL SO THAT THOU WILT TRIUMPH OVER THE ACCUSER AND THOU WILT COME UP FROM HADES.” AND AFTER I AROSE, I SAID, “WHO IS THIS WHOM THEY ARE PUNISHING?” HE SAID UNTO ME, “THIS IS A SOUL WHICH WAS FOUND IN ITS [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS.” AND BEFORE IT ATTAINED TO REPENTING IT WAS VISITED, AND TAKEN OUT OF ITS BODY. TRULY, I, ZEPHANIAH, SAW THESE THINGS IN MY VISION. 
THE SCENE IN A BROAD PLACE.  
   AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD WENT WITH ME. I SAW A GREAT BROAD PLACE, THOUSANDS OF THOUSANDS SURROUNDED IT ON ITS LEFT SIDE AND MYRIADS OF MYRIADS ON ITS RIGHT SIDE. THE FORM OF EACH ONE WAS DIFFERENT. THEIR HAIR WAS LOOSE LIKE THAT BELONGING TO WOMEN. THEIR TEETH WERE LIKE THE TEETH OF …
[bookmark: S4]AKHMIMIC TEXT: FRAGMENT DEALING WITH BURIAL.  
[bookmark: S5]   1 …DEAD. WE WILL BURY HIM LIKE ANY MAN. WHENEVER HE DIES, WE WILL CARRY HIM OUT PLAYING THE CITHERA BEFORE HIM AND CHANTING PSALMS AND ODES OVER HIS BODY. 
SCENES FROM ABOVE THE SEER’S CITY.  
   2 NOW I WENT WITH THE ANGEL OF THE LORD, AND HE TOOK ME UP (OVER) ALL MY CITY. THERE WAS NOTHING BEFORE MY EYES. THEN I SAW TWO MEN WALKING TOGETHER ON ONE ROAD. I WATCHED THEM AS THEY TALKED. AND, MOREOVER, I ALSO SAW TWO WOMEN GRINDING TOGETHER AT A MILL. AND I WATCHED THEM AS THEY TALKED. AND I ALSO SAW TWO UPON A BED, EACH ONE OF THEM ACTING FOR THEIR (MUTUAL) … UPON A BED. AND I SAW THE WHOLE INHABITED WORLD HANGING LIKE A DROP OF WATER WHICH IS SUSPENDED FROM A BUCKET WHEN IT COMES UP FROM A WELL. I SAID UNTO THE ANGEL OF THE LORD. “THEN DOES NOT DARKNESS OR NIGHT EXIST IN THIS PLACE?” HE SAID UNTO ME, “NO, BECAUSE DARKNESS EXISTETH NOT IN THAT PLACE WHERE THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE SAINTS ARE, BUT RATHER THEY ALWAYS EXIST IN THE LIGHT.” 
[bookmark: S6]   AND I SAW ALL THE SOULS OF MEN AS THEY EXISTED IN PUNISHMENT. AND I CRIED OUT TO THE LORD ALMIGHTY, “O GOD, IF THOU REMAINEST WITH THE SAINTS, THOU, (CERTAINLY) HAST COMPASSION ON BEHALF OF THE WORLD AND THE SOULS WHICH ARE IN THIS PUNISHMENT.” 
RECORDING ANGELS FROM MOUNT SEIR.  
   3 THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SAID UNTO ME, “COME, LET ME SHOW THEE THE PLACE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.” AND HE TOOK ME UP UPON MOUNT SEIR AND HE SHOWED ME THREE MEN, AS TWO ANGELS WALKED WITH THEM REJOICING AND EXULTING OVER THEM. I SAID TO THE ANGEL, “OF WHAT SORT ARE THESE?” HE SAID TO ME, “THESE ARE THE THREE SONS OF JOATHAM, THE PRIEST, WHO NEITHER KEPT THE COMMANDMENT OF THEIR FATHER NOR OBSERVED THE [SEXLESS] ORDINANCES OF THE LORD.” 
[bookmark: S7]   THEN I SAW TWO OTHER ANGELS WEEPING OVER THE THREE SONS OF JOATHAM, THE PRIEST. I SAID, “O ANGEL, WHO ARE THESE?” HE SAID, “THESE ARE THE ANGELS OF THE LORD ALMIGHTY. THEY WRITE DOWN ALL THE GOOD DEEDS OF THE RIGHTEOUS [SEXLESS] UPON THEIR SCROLLS AS THEY WATCH AT THE GATE OF HEAVEN.” AND I TAKE THEM FROM THEIR HANDS AND BRING THEM UP BEFORE THE LORD ALMIGHTY; HE WRITETH THEIR NAME IN THE BOOK OF THE LIVING. ALSO, THE ANGELS OF THE ACCUSER WHO IS UPON THE EARTH, THEY ALSO WRITE DOWN ALL THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF MEN UPON THEIR SCROLLS. THEY ALSO SIT AT THE GATE OF HEAVEN. THEY TELL THE ACCUSER AND HE WRITETH THEM UPON HIS SCROLL SO THAT HE MIGHT ACCUSE THEM WHEN THEY COME OUT OF THE WORLD (AND GO) DOWN THERE.” 
UGLY ANGELS CARRY OFF THE SOULS OF UNGODLY MEN.  
[bookmark: S8]   4 THEN I WALKED WITH THE ANGEL OF THE LORD. I LOOKED BEFORE ME AND I SAW A PLACE THERE. THOUSANDS OF THOUSANDS AND MYRIADS OF MYRIADS OF ANGELS ENTERED THROUGH IT. THEIR FACES WERE LIKE A LEOPARD, THEIR TUSKS BEING OUTSIDE THEIR MOUTH LIKE WILD BOARS. THEIR EYES WERE MIXED WITH BLOOD. THEIR HAIR WAS LOOSE LIKE THE HAIR OF WOMEN, AND FIERY SCOURGES WERE IN THEIR HANDS. WHEN I SAW THEM, I WAS AFRAID. I SAID UNTO THAT ANGEL WHO WALKED WITH ME, “OF WHAT SORT ARE THESE?” HE SAID UNTO ME, “THESE ARE THE SERVANTS OF ALL CREATION WHO COME TO THE SOULS OF UNGODLY MEN AND BRING THEM AND LEAVE THEM IN THIS PLACE. THEY SPEND THREE DAYS GOING AROUND WITH THEM IN THE AIR BEFORE THEY BRING THEM AND CAST THEM INTO THEIR ETERNAL PUNISHMENT.” I SAID, “I BESEECH THEE, O LORD, GIVE THEM NOT AUTHORITY TO COME TO ME.” THE ANGEL SAID, “FEAR NOT. I WILL NOT PERMIT THEM TO COME TO THEE BECAUSE THOU ART PURE BEFORE THE LORD. I WILL NOT PERMIT THEM TO COME TO THEE BECAUSE THE LORD ALMIGHTY SENT ME UNTO THEE BECAUSE <THOU> ARE PURE BEFORE HIM.” THEN HE BECKONED TO THEM, AND THEY WITHDREW THEMSELVES AND THEY RAN FROM ME. 
THE HEAVENLY CITY.  
[bookmark: S9]   5 BUT I WENT WITH THE ANGEL OF THE LORD, AND I LOOKED IN FRONT OF ME AND I SAW GATES. THEN WHEN I APPROACHED THEM, I DISCOVERED THAT THEY WERE BRONZE GATES. THE ANGEL TOUCHED THEM AND THEY OPENED BEFORE HIM. I ENTERED WITH HIM AND FOUND ITS WHOLE SQUARE LIKE A BEAUTIFUL CITY, AND I WALKED IN ITS MIDST. THEN THE ANGEL OF THE LORD TRANSFORMED HIMSELF BESIDE ME IN THAT PLACE. NOW I LOOKED AT THEM, AND I DISCOVERED THAT THEY WERE BRONZE GATES AND BRONZE BOLTS AND IRON BARS. NOW MY MOUTH WAS SHUT THEREIN. I BEHELD THE BRONZE GATES IN FRONT OF ME AS FIRE WAS BEING CAST FORTH FOR ABOUT FIFTY STADIA.
THE ACCUSER AND THE ANGEL EREMIEL IN HADES.  
[bookmark: Sa]   6 AGAIN I TURNED BACK AND WALKED, AND I SAW A GREAT SEA. BUT I THOUGHT THAT IT WAS A SEA OF WATER. I DISCOVERED THAT IT WAS ENTIRELY A SEA OF FLAME LIKE A SLIME WHICH CASTETH FORTH MUCH FLAME AND WHOSE WAVES BURN SULFUR AND BITUMEN. THEY BEGAN TO APPROACH ME. THEN I THOUGHT THAT THE LORD ALMIGHTY HAD COME TO VISIT ME. THEN WHEN I SAW, I FELL UPON MY FACE BEFORE HIM IN ORDER THAT I MIGHT WORSHIP HIM. I WAS VERY MUCH AFRAID, AND I ENTREATED HIM THAT HE MIGHT SAVE ME FROM THIS DISTRESS. I CRIED OUT, SAYING, “ELOE, LORD, ADONAI, SABAOTH. I BESEECH THEE TO SAVE ME FROM THIS DISTRESS BECAUSE IT HATH BEFALLEN ME.” IN THAT SAME INSTANT I STOOD UP, AND I SAW A GREAT ANGEL BEFORE ME. HIS HAIR WAS SPREAD OUT LIKE THAT OF LIONESSES’. HIS TEETH WERE OUTSIDE HIS MOUTH LIKE A BEAR. HIS HAIR WAS SPREAD OUT LIKE WOMEN’S. HIS BODY WAS LIKE THE SERPENT’S WHEN HE WISHED TO SWALLOW ME. AND WHEN I SAW HIM, I WAS AFRAID OF HIM SO THAT ALL THE PARTS OF MY BODY WERE LOOSENED AND I FELL UPON MY FACE. I WAS UNABLE TO STAND, AND I PRAYED BEFORE THE LORD ALMIGHTY, “THOU WILT SAVE ME FROM THIS DISTRESS. THOU ART THE ONE WHO SAVED ISRAEL FROM THE HAND OF PHARAOH, THE KING OF EGYPT. THOU SAVED SUSANNA FROM THE HAND OF THE ELDERS OF INJUSTICE. THOU SAVED THE THREE HOLY MEN, SHADRACH, MESHACH, ABEDNEGO, FROM THE FURNACE OF BURNING FIRE. I BEG YOU TO SAVE ME FROM THIS DISTRESS.” THEN I AROSE AND STOOD, AND I SAW A GREAT ANGEL STANDING BEFORE ME WITH HIS FACE SHINING LIKE THE RAYS OF THE SUN IN ITS GLORY SINCE HIS FACE IS LIKE THAT WHICH IS PERFECTED IN ITS GLORY. AND HE WAS GIRDED AS IF A GOLDEN GIRDLE WERE UPON HIS BREAST. HIS FEET WERE LIKE BRONZE WHICH IS MELTED IN A FIRE. AND WHEN I SAW HIM, I REJOICED, FOR I THOUGHT THAT THE LORD ALMIGHTY HAD COME TO VISIT ME. I FELL UPON MY FACE, AND I WORSHIPED HIM. HE SAID TO ME, “TAKE HEED. WORSHIP ME NOT. I AM NOT THE LORD ALMIGHTY, BUT AM THE GREAT ANGEL, EREMIEL, WHO IS OVER THE ABYSS AND HADES, THE ONE IN WHICH ALL OF THE SOULS ARE IMPRISONED FROM THE END OF THE FLOOD, WHICH CAME UPON THE EARTH, UNTIL THIS DAY.” THEN I INQUIRED OF THE ANGEL, “WHAT IS THE PLACE TO WHICH I HAVE COME?” HE SAID TO ME, “IT IS HADES.” THEN I ASKED HIM, “WHO IS THE GREAT ANGEL WHO STANDS THUS, WHOM I SAW?” HE SAID, “THIS IS THE ONE WHO ACCUSES MEN IN THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF THE LORD.” 
THE TWO SCROLLS.  
[bookmark: Sb]   7 THEN I LOOKED, AND I SAW HIM WITH A SCROLL IN HIS HAND. HE BEGAN TO UNROLL IT. NOW AFTER HE HAD SPREAD IT OUT, I READ IT IN MY (OWN) LANGUAGE. I FOUND THAT ALL MY [SEXUAL] SINS WHICH I HAD DONE WERE WRITTEN IN IT, THOSE WHICH I HAD DONE FROM MY YOUTH UNTIL THIS DAY. THEY WERE ALL WRITTEN UPON THAT SCROLL OF MINE WITHOUT THERE BEING A FALSE WORD IN THEM. IF I DID NOT GO TO VISIT A SICK MAN OR A WIDOW, I FOUND IT WRITTEN DOWN AS A SHORTCOMING UPON MY MANUSCRIPT. IF I DID NOT VISIT AN ORPHAN, IT WAS FOUND WRITTEN DOWN AS A SHORTCOMING ON MY SCROLL. A DAY ON WHICH I DID NOT FAST (OR) PRAY IN THE TIME OF PRAYER I FOUND WRITTEN DOWN AS A FAILING UPON MY SCROLL. AND A DAY WHEN I DID NOT TURN TO THE SONS OF ISRAEL — SINCE IT IS A SHORTCOMING — I FOUND WRITTEN DOWN UPON MY SCROLL SO THAT I THREW MYSELF UPON MY FACE AND PRAYED BEFORE THE LORD ALMIGHTY, “MAY THY MERCY REACH ME AND MAY THOU WIPE OUT MY SCROLL BECAUSE THY MERCY HATH COME TO BE IN EVERY PLACE AND HATH FILLED EVERY PLACE.” THEN I AROSE AND STOOD, AND I SAW A GREAT ANGEL BEFORE ME SAYING TO ME, “TRIUMPH, PREVAIL BECAUSE THOU HAST PREVAILED AND HAST TRIUMPHED OVER THE ACCUSER, AND THOU HAST COME UP FROM HADES AND THE ABYSS. THOU WILT NOW CROSS OVER THE CROSSING PLACE.” AGAIN, HE BROUGHT ANOTHER SCROLL WHICH WAS WRITTEN BY HAND. HE BEGAN TO UNROLL IT, AND I READ IT, AND FOUND IT WRITTEN IN MY (OWN) LANGUAGE… 
LEAVING HADES.  
   TWO PAGES MISSING (IN THE MISSING PAGES THE AUTHOR PROBABLY DISCUSSED THE CONTENT OF THE SECOND SCROLL, WHICH SHOULD HAVE RECORDED THE GOOD DEEDS OF THE SEER. IF THE MISSING MATERIAL IS PARALLEL TO THE PRECEDING SECTION, THE READING OF THE SCROLL WOULD BE FOLLOWED BY A PRAYER — POSSIBLY A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING — AND A PRONOUNCEMENT OF TRIUMPH BY A GREAT ANGEL. THAT WOULD BE FOLLOWED BY PREPARATIONS FOR CROSSING OVER THE RIVER IN A JOURNEY OUT OF HADES. THE SECTION THAT FOLLOWS BEGINS AFTER THE ARRIVAL OF A BOAT.) 
[bookmark: Sc]   8 …THEY HELPED ME AND SET ME ON THAT BOAT. THOUSANDS OF THOUSANDS AND MYRIADS OF MYRIADS OF ANGELS GAVE PRAISE BEFORE ME. I, MYSELF, PUT ON AN ANGELIC GARMENT. I SAW ALL OF THOSE ANGELS PRAYING. I, MYSELF, PRAYED TOGETHER WITH THEM. I KNEW THEIR LANGUAGE, WHICH THEY SPOKE WITH ME. NOW, MOREOVER, MY SONS, THIS IS THE TRIAL BECAUSE IT IS NECESSARY THAT THE GOOD AND THE EVIL BE WEIGHED IN A BALANCE. 
THE 1ST TRUMPET: TRIUMPH & VISITATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS.  
[bookmark: Sd]   9 THEN A GREAT ANGEL CAME FORTH HAVING A GOLDEN TRUMPET IN HIS HAND, AND HE BLEW IT THREE TIMES OVER MY HEAD, SAYING, “BE COURAGEOUS! O ONE WHO HATH TRIUMPHED. PREVAIL! O ONE WHO HATH PREVAILED. FOR THOU HAST TRIUMPHED OVER THE ACCUSER, AND THOU HAST ESCAPED FROM THE ABYSS AND HADES. THOU WILT NOW CROSS OVER THE CROSSING PLACE. FOR THY NAME IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LIVING [PROPHETS IN ACTS 7:42].” I WANTED TO EMBRACE HIM, (BUT) I WAS UNABLE TO EMBRACE THE GREAT ANGEL BECAUSE HIS GLORY IS GREAT. THEN HE RAN TO ALL THE RIGHTEOUS ONES, NAMELY, ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB AND ENOCH AND ELIJAH AND DAVID. HE SPOKE WITH THEM AS FRIEND TO FRIEND SPEAKING ONE WITH ANOTHER. 
A 2ND TRUMPET: OPENING OF HEAVEN & SOULS IN TORMENT.  
[bookmark: Se]   10 THEN THE GREAT ANGEL CAME TO ME WITH THE GOLDEN TRUMPET IN HIS HAND, AND HE BLEW IT UP UNTO HEAVEN. HEAVEN OPENED FROM THE PLACE WHERE THE SUN RISES TO WHERE IT SETS, FROM THE NORTH TO THE SOUTH. I SAW THE SEA WHICH I HAD SEEN AT THE BOTTOM OF HADES. ITS WAVES CAME UP TO THE CLOUDS. I SAW ALL THE SOULS SINKING IN IT. I SAW SOME WHOSE HANDS WERE BOUND TO THEIR NECK, WITH THEIR HANDS AND FEET BEING FETTERED. I SAID, “WHO ARE THESE?” HE SAID UNTO ME, “THESE ARE THE ONES WHO WERE BRIBED AND THEY WERE GIVEN GOLD AND SILVER UNTIL THE SOULS OF MEN WERE LED ASTRAY.” AND I SAW OTHERS COVERED WITH MATS OF FIRE. I SAID, “WHO ARE THESE?” HE SAID UNTO ME, “THESE ARE THE ONES WHO GIVE MONEY AT INTEREST, AND THEY RECEIVE INTEREST FOR INTEREST.” AND I ALSO SAW SOME BLIND ONES CRYING OUT. AND I WAS AMAZED WHEN I SAW ALL THESE [SEXLESS] WORKS OF GOD. I SAID, “WHO ARE THESE?” HE SAID UNTO ME, “THESE ARE CATECHUMENS WHO HEARD THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD, BUT THEY WERE NOT PERFECTED IN THE WORK WHICH THEY HEARD.” AND I SAID UNTO HIM, “THEN HAVE THEY NOT REPENTANCE HERE?” HE SAID, “YES,” I SAID, “HOW LONG?” HE SAID UNTO ME, “UNTIL THE [7TH] DAY [SATURDAY] WHEN THE LORD WILL JUDGE [JAMES 4:12].” AND I SAW OTHERS WITH THEIR HAIR ON THEM. I SAID, “THEN THERE IS HAIR AND BODY IN THIS PLACE?” HE SAID, “YES, THE LORD GIVES BODY AND HAIR TO THEM AS HE [SEXLESS] DESIRES.” 
THE INTERCESSION OF THE SAINTS FOR THOSE IN TORMENT.  
[bookmark: Sf]   11 AND I ALSO SAW MULTITUDES. HE BROUGHT THEM FORTH. AS THEY LOOKED AT ALL OF THE TORMENTS THEY CALLED OUT, PRAYING BEFORE THE LORD ALMIGHTY, SAYING, “WE PRAY UNTO THEE ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE WHO ARE IN ALL THESE TORMENTS SO THAT THOU MIGHT HAVE MERCY ON ALL OF THEM.” AND WHEN I SAW THEM, I SAID TO THE ANGEL WHO SPOKE WITH ME, “<WHO ARE THESE?>” HE SAID, “THESE WHO BESEECH THE LORD ARE ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB. THEN AT A CERTAIN HOUR DAILY THEY COME FORTH WITH THE GREAT ANGEL. HE SOUNDETH A TRUMPET UP UNTO HEAVEN AND ANOTHER SOUNDETH UPON THE EARTH. ALL THE RIGHTEOUS HEAR THE SOUND. THEY COME RUNNING, PRAYING TO THE LORD ALMIGHTY DAILY ON BEHALF OF THESE WHO ARE IN ALL THESE TORMENTS.” 
ANOTHER TRUMPET: THE COMING WRATH OF GOD.  
   12 AND AGAIN THE GREAT ANGEL COMETH FORTH WITH THE GOLDEN TRUMPET IN HIS HAND BLOWING OVER THE EARTH. THEY HEAR (IT) FROM THE PLACE OF THE SUNRISE TO THE PLACE OF THE SUNSET AND FROM THE SOUTHERN REGIONS TO THE NORTHERN REGIONS. AND AGAIN, HE BLOWS (IT) UP UNTO HEAVEN AND ITS SOUND IS HEARD. I SAID, “O LORD, WHY LEFT THOU ME NOT UNTIL I SAW THEM ALL?” HE SAID UNTO ME, “I HAVE NOT AUTHORITY TO SHOW THEM UNTO THEE UNTIL THE LORD ALMIGHTY RISETH UP IN HIS WRATH TO DESTROY THE EARTH AND THE HEAVENS. THEY WILL SEE AND BE DISTURBED, AND THEY WILL ALL CRY OUT, SAYING, ‘ALL FLESH WHICH IS ASCRIBED TO THEE WE WILL GIVE UNTO THEE ON THE DAY OF THE LORD [SUNDAY].’ WHO WILL STAND IN HIS PRESENCE WHEN HE RISETH IN HIS WRATH <TO DESTROY> THE EARTH <AND THE HEAVENS?> EVERY TREE WHICH GROWETH UPON THE EARTH WILL BE PLUCKED UP WITH ITS ROOTS AND FALL… 
THE APOCALYPSE OF ABRAHAM [RECONSTRUCTED & REORGANIZED]
CHAPTER 1
1. ON THE DAY I WAS GUARDING THE GODS OF MY FATHER TERAH AND THE GODS OF MY BROTHER NAHOR, WHILE I WAS TESTING (TO FIND OUT) WHICH GOD IS IN TRUTH THE STRONGEST, 2. I (THEN) ABRAHAM, AT THE TIME WHEN MY LOT CAME, WHEN I WAS COMPLETING THE SERVICES, OF MY FATHER TERAH’S SACRIFICE TO HIS GODS OF WOOD, OF STONE, OF GOLD, OF 3. SILVER, OF COPPER, AND OF IRON, HAVING ENTERED THEIR TEMPLE FOR THE SERVICE, I FOUND A GOD NAMED MARUMATH, CARVED FROM STONE, FALLEN AT THE FEET OF THE IRON GOD 4. NAKHIN. AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT WHEN I SAW IT MY HEART WAS PERPLEXED AND I THOUGHT IN MY MIND THAT I, ABRAHAM, COULD NOT PUT IT BACK IN ITS PLACE ALONE, 5. BECAUSE IT WAS HEAVY, (BEING MADE) OF A BIG STONE. BUT I WENT AND TOLD MY FATHER, 6. AND HE CAME IN WITH ME. AND WHEN WE BOTH LIFTED IT TO PUT IT IN ITS PLACE, ITS HEAD 7. FELL OFF, EVEN WHILE I WAS HOLDING IT BY ITS HEAD. AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN MY FATHER SAW THAT THE HEAD OF HIS GOD MARUMATH HAD FALLEN, HE SAID TO ME, "ABRAHAM! 8. AND I SAID, "HERE I AM!" AND HE SAID TO ME, "BRING ME THE AXES AND CHISELS FROM THE HOUSE. "AND I BROUGHT THEM TO HIM 9. FROM THE HOUSE. AND HE CUT ANOTHER MARUMATH FROM ANOTHER STONE, WITHOUT A HEAD, AND HE SMASHED THE HEAD THAT HAD FALLEN OFF MARUMATH AND THE REST OF MARUMATH. 
CHAPTER 2
1. HE MADE FIVE OTHER GODS AND HE GAVE THEN TO ME AND ORDERED ME TO SELL THEM 2. OUTSIDE ON THE TOWN ROAD. I SADDLED MY FATHER’S ASS AND LOADED THEM ON IT AND 3. WENT OUT ON THE HIGHWAY TO SELL THEM. AND BEHOLD MERCHANTS FROM PHANDANA OF SYRIA WERE COMING WITH CAMELS, ON THEIR WAY TO EGYPT TO BUY KOKONIL FROM 4. THE NILE. I ASKED THEM A QUESTION AND THEY ANSWERED ME. AND WALKING ALONG I CONVERSED WITH THEM. ONE OF THEIR CAMELS SCREAMED. THE ASS TOOK FRIGHT AND RAN AWAY AND THREW OFF THE GODS. THREE OF THEM WERE CRUSHED AND TWO REMAINED 5. (INTACT). AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE SYRIANS SAW THAT I HAD GODS, THEY SAID TO ME. ""WHY DID YOU NOT TELL US THAT YOU HAD GODS? WE WOULD HAVE BOUGHT THEM 6. BEFORE THE ASS HEARD THE CAMEL’S VOICE AND YOU HAVE HAD NO LOSS. GIVE US 7. AT LEAST THE GODS THAT REMAIN AND WE WILL GIVE YOU A SUITABLE PRICE." I CONSIDERED IT IN MY HEART. AND THEY PAID BOTH FOR THE SMASHED GODS AND THE GODS WHICH 8. REMAINED. FOR I HAD BEEN GRIEVING IN MY HEART HOW I WOULD BRING PAYMENT TO MY 9. FATHER. I THREW THREE BROKEN (GODS) INTO THE WATER OF THE RIVER GUR, WHICH WAS IN THIS PLACE. AND THEY SANK INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE RIVER GUR AND WERE NO MORE. 
CHAPTER 3
1. AS I WAS STILL WALKING ON THE ROAD, MY HEART WAS DISTURBED AND MY MIND 2. DISTRACTED. I SAID IN MY HEART, "WHAT IS THE INEQUALITY OF ACTIVITY WHICH MY 3. FATHER IS DOING? IS IT NOT HE RATHER WHO IS GOD FOR HIS GODS, BECAUSE THEY COME… 4. INTO BEING FROM HIS SCULPTING, HIS PLANNING, AND HIS SKILL? THEY OUGHT TO HONOR MY FATHER BECAUSE THEY ARE HIS WORK. WHAT IS THIS FOOD OF MY FATHER IN HIS WORKS? 5. BEHOLD, MARUMATH FELL AND COULD NOT STAND UP IN HIS SANCTUARY, NOR COULD I MYSELF 6. LIFT HIM UNTIL MY FATHER CAME AND WE RAISED HIM UP. AND EVEN SO WE WERE NOT ABLE (TO DO IT) AND HIS HEAD FELL OFF OF HIM. AND HE PUT IT ON ANOTHER STONE OF 7. ANOTHER GOD, WHICH HE HAD MADE WITHOUT A HEAD. AND... THE OTHER FIVE GODS WHICH GOT SMASHED (IN FALLING) FROM THE ASS, WHO COULD NOT SAVE THEMSELVES AND INJURE THE ASS BECAUSE IT SMASHED THEM, NOR DID THEIR SHARDS COME UP OUT OF THE 8. RIVER. AND I SAID TO MY HEART, "IF IT IS SO, HOW THEN CAN MY FATHER’S GOD MARUMATH, WHICH HAS THE HEAD OF ANOTHER STONE AND WHICH IS MADE FROM ANOTHER STONE, SAVE A MAN, OR HEART A MAN’S PRAYER, OR GIVE HIM ANY GIFT?" 
CHAPTER 4
1. AND THINKING THUS, I CAME TO MY FATHER’S HOUSE. AND I WATERED THE ASS AND GAVE HIM HAY. AND I TOOK OUT THE SILVER AND PLACED IT IN THE HAND OF MY FATHER TERAH. 2. AND WHEN HE SAW IT, HE WAS GLAD, AND HE SAID, "YOU ARE BLESSED. ABRAHAM, BY THE GOD OF MY GODS, SINCE YOU HAVE BROUGHT ME THE PRICE FOR THE GODS, SO THAT MY 3. LABOR WAS NOT (IN) VAIN." AND ANSWERING I SAID TO HIM, "LISTEN, FATHER TERAH! THE GODS ARE BLESSING IN YOU, BECAUSE YOU ARE A GOD FOR THEM, BECAUSE YOU MADE 4. THEM, FOR THEIR BLESSING IS THEIR PERDITION AND THEIR POWER, IS VAIN. THEY DID NOT 5. HELP THEMSELVES; HOW THEN CAN THEY HELP YOU OR BLESS ME? I WAS GOOD FOR YOU IN THIS TRANSACTION, FOR THROUGH MY GOOD SENSE I BROUGHT YOU THE SILVER FOR THE 6. SMASHED (GODS)." AND WHEN HE HEARD MY SPEECH, HE BECAME FURIOUSLY ANGRY WITH ME, BECAUSE I HAD SPOKEN HARSH WORDS AGAINST HIS GODS. 
CHAPTER 5
1. 1 BUT HAVING PONDERED MY FATHER’S ANGER, I WENT OUT. AND AFTERWARD WHEN I HAD 2. (3.) GONE OUT, HE CALLED ME SAYING, "ABRAHAM!" AND I SAID, "HERE I AM!" AND HE SAID, "UP, GATHER WOOD CHIPS, FOR I WAS MAKING GODS FROM FIR BEFORE YOU CAME, 4. AND PREPARE WITH THEM FOOD FOR MY MIDDAY MEAL." AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN I WAS CHOOSING THE WOODEN CHIPS, I FOUND AMONG THEM A SMALL GOD WHICH WOULD 5. (6.) FIT...IN MY LEFT HAND. AND ON ITS FOREHEAD WAS WRITTEN: GOD BARISAT. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN I PUT THE CHIPS ON THE FIRE IN ORDER TO PREPARE THE FOOD FOR MY FATHER, AND GOING OUT TO INQUIRE ABOUT THE FOOD, I PUT BARISAT NEAR THE ENKINDLING 7. FIRE, SAYING TO HIM THREATENINGLY, "BARISAT, WATCH THAT THE FIRE DOES NOT GO OUT 8. BEFORE I COME BACK! IF THE FIRE GOES OUT, BLOW ON IT SO IT FLARES UP." I WENT OUT 9. AND I MADE MY COUNSEL. WHEN I RETURNED, I FOUND BARISAT, FALLEN ON HIS BACK. HIS 10. FEET ENVELOPED BY FIRE AND BURNING FIERCELY. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN I SAW IT, I LAUGHED (AND) SAID TO MYSELF, "BARISAT, TRULY YOU KNOW HOW TO LIGHT A FIRE AND 11. COOK FOOD!" AND IT CAME TO PASS WHILE SAYING THIS IN MY LAUGHTER, I SAW (THAT) 12. HE BURNED UP SLOWLY FROM THE FIRE AND BECAME ASHES. I CARRIED THE FOOD TO MY 13. FATHER TO EAT. I GAVE HIM WINE AND MILK, AND HE DRANK AND HE ENJOYED HIMSELF 14. AND HE BLESSED MARUMATH HIS GOD. AND I SAID TO HIM, "FATHER TERAH, DO NOT BLESS MARUMATH YOUR GOD, DO NOT PRAISE HIM! PRAISE RATHER BARISAT, YOUR GOD, BECAUSE, AS THOUGH LOVING YOU, HE THREW HIMSELF INTO THE FIRE IN ORDER TO COOK YOUR FOOD." 15. (16.) AND HE SAID TO ME, "THEN WHERE IS HE NOW?" AND I SAID, "HE HAS BURNED IN THE FIERCENESS OF THE FIRE AND BECOME DUST." AND HE SAID, "GREAT IS THE POWER OF BARISAT! I WILL MAKE ANOTHER TODAY, AND TOMORROW HE WILL PREPARE MY FOOD." 
CHAPTER 6
1. WHEN I, ABRAHAM, HEARD WORDS LIKE THIS FROM MY FATHER, I LAUGHED IN MY MIND, 2. AND I GROANED IN THE BITTERNESS AND ANGER OF MY SOUL. I SAID, "HOW THEN IS A FIGMENT OF A BODY MADE BY HIM (TERAH) AN AID FOR MY FATHER? OR CAN HE HAVE SUBORDINATED (HIS) BODY TO HIS SOUL, HIS SOUL TO A SPIRIT, AND THE SPIRIT TO STUPIDITY 4. AND IGNORANCE?" AND I SAID, "IT IS ONLY PROPER TO ENDURE EVIL THAT I MAY THROW 5. MY MIND TO PURITY AND I WILL EXPOSE MY THOUGHTS CLEARLY TO HIM." I ANSWERED AND SAID, "FATHER TERAH, WHICHEVER OF THESE GODS YOU EXTOL, YOU ERR IN YOUR THOUGHT. 6. BEHOLD, THE GODS OF MY BROTHER NAHOR STANDING IN THE HOLY SANCTUARY ARE MORE 7. VENERABLE THAN YOURS. FOR BEHOLD, ZOUCHAIOS, MY BROTHER NAHOR’S GOD IS MORE VENERABLE THAN YOUR GOD MARUMATH BECAUSE HE IS MADE OF GOLD, VALUED BY MAN. 8. AND IF HE GROWS OLD WITH TIME, HE WILL BE REMOLDED, WHEREAS MARUMATH, IF 9. HE IS CHANGED OR BROKEN, WILL NOT BE RENEWED, BECAUSE HE IS STONE. WHAT ABOUT IOAV, THE GOD ON THE OTHER GOD, WHO STANDS WITH ZOUCHAIOS? FOR HE IS ALSO MORE VENERABLE THAN THE GOD BARISAT; HE IS CARVED FROM WOOD AND FORGED FROM SILVER. BECAUSE HE TOO IS A TERM OF COMPARISON, BEING VALUED BY MAN ACCORDING TO EXTERNAL 10,11 EXPERIENCE. BUT BARISAT, YOUR GOD, WHEN HE WAS STILL NOT CARVED, ROOTED IN THE 12. EARTH, BEING GREAT AND WONDROUS, WITH BRANCHES AND FLOWERS; AND PRAISE...BUT 13. YOU MADE HIM WITH AN AXE, AND BY YOUR SKILL HE WAS MADE A GOD. AND BEHOLD 14. HE HAS ALREADY DRIED UP AND HIS FATNESS HAS PERISHED. HE FELL FROM THE HEIGHT TO 15. THE EARTH, HE CAME FROM GREATNESS TO SMALLNESS, AND THE APPEARANCE OF HIS FACE 17. WASTED AWAY. AND, HE HIMSELF WAS BURNED UP BY THE FIRE AND HE BECAME ASHES 18. AND IS NO MORE. AND YOU SAY, LET ME MAKE ANOTHER AND TOMORROW HE WILL MAKE 19. MY FOOD FOR ME. BUT IN PERISHING HE LEFT HIMSELF NO STRENGTH FOR HIS (OWN) DESTRUCTION." 
CHAPTER 7
1. THIS I SAY: 2. FIRE IS MORE VENERABLE IN FORMATION, FOR EVEN THE UNSUBDUED (THINGS) ARE SUBDUED IN IT, AND IT MOCKS THAT WHICH PERISHES EASILY BY MEANS OF ITS 3. BURNING. BUT NEITHER IS IT VENERABLE, FOR IT IS SUBJECT TO THE WATERS. 4. BUT RATHER THE WATERS ARE MORE VENERABLE THAN IT (FIRE), BECAUSE THEY OVERCOME FIRE AND SWEETEN THE EARTH 5. WITH FRUITS. BUT I WILL NOT CALL THEM GOD EITHER, FOR THE WATERS SUBSIDE UNDER THE 6. EARTH AND ARE SUBJECT TO IT. BUT I WILL NOT CALL IT A GODDESS EITHER, FOR IT IS DRIED BY THE SUN (AND) SUBORDINATED TO MAN FOR HIS WORK. 7. MORE VENERABLE AMONG THE GODS, I SAY, IS THE SUN, FOR WITH ITS RAYS IT ILLUMINATES THE WHOLE UNIVERSE AND THE VARIOUS AIRS. 8. NOR WILL I PLACE AMONG THE GODS THE ONE WHO OBSCURES HIS COURSE BY MEANS OF THE MOON AND THE CLOUDS. 9. NOR AGAIN SHALL I CALL THE MOON OR THE STARS GODS, BECAUSE THEY TOO AT TIMES DURING THE NIGHT DIM THEIR LIGHT. 10. LISTEN, TERAH MY FATHER, I SHALL SEEK BEFORE YOU THE GOD WHO CREATED ALL THE GODS SUPPOSED BY US (TO EXIST). 11. FOR WHO IS IT, OR WHICH ONE IS IT WHO MADE THE HEAVENS CRIMSON AND THE SUN GOLDEN, WHO HAS GIVEN LIGHT TO THE MOON AND THE STARS WITH IT, WHO HAS DRIED THE EARTH IN THE MIDST OF THE MANY WATERS, WHO SET YOU YOURSELF AMONG THE THINGS AND WHO HAS SOUGHT ME OUT IN THE PERPLEXITY OF MY THOUGHTS? 12. I (ONLY) GOD WILL REVEAL HIMSELF BY HIMSELF TO US!" 
CHAPTER 8
1. AND IT CAME TO PASS AS I WAS THINKING THINGS LIKE THESE WITH REGARD TO MY FATHER TERAH IN THE COURT OF MY HOUSE, THE VOICE OF THE MIGHTY ONE CAME DOWN FROM 2. THE HEAVENS IN A STREAM OF FIRE, SAYING AND CALLING, "ABRAHAM, ABRAHAM!" AND 3. I SAID, "HERE I AM." AND HE SAID, "YOU ARE SEARCHING OF THE GOD OF GODS, THE 4. [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], IN THE UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR HEART. I AM HE. GO OUT FROM TERAH, YOUR FATHER, AND GO OUT OF THE HOUSE, THAT YOU TOO MAY NOT BE SLAIN IN THE [SEXUAL] SINS OF YOUR 5. FATHER’S HOUSE." AND IT CAME TO PASS AS I WENT OUT-I WAS NOT 6. YET OUTSIDE THE ENTRANCE OF THE COURT, THAT THE SOUND OF A GREAT THUNDER CAME AND BURNED HIM AND HIS HOUSE AND EVERYTHING IN HIS HOUSE, DOWN TO THE GROUND, FORTY CUBITS. 
CHAPTER 9
1. (2.) THEN A VOICE CAME SPEAKING TO ME TWICE: "ABRAHAM, ABRAHAM!" AND I SAID, 1. THEN A VOICE CAME TO ME SPEAKING TWICE, "ABRAHAM! ABRAHAM!" AND I SAID, "HERE I AM!" AND HE SAID, "BEHOLD IT IS I, FEAR NOT FOR I AM WITH YOU, FOR I AM BEFORE THE AGES, EVEN THE MIGHTY GOD WHO CREATED THE FIRST LIGHT OF THE WORLD. I AM YOUR SHIELD AND YOUR HELPER." 3. "HERE I AM." AND HE SAID, "BEHOLD, IT IS I, FEAR NOT, FOR I AM BEFORE-THE-WORLD 4. AND MIGHTY, THE GOD WHO CREATED PREVIOUSLY, BEFORE THE LIGHT OF THE AGE. I AM 5. THE PROTECTOR FOR YOU AND, I AM YOUR HELPER.	GO, GET ME A THREE-YEAR-OLD HEIFER, A THREE-YEAR-OLD SHE-GOAT, A THREE-YEAR-OLD RAM, A TURTLEDOVE, AND A PIGEON, 	2. "GO, TAKE ME A YOUNG HEIFER OF THREE YEARS, AND A SHE-GOAT OF THREE YEARS, AND A RAM OF THREE YEARS, A TURTLEDOVE AND A PIGEON, AND BRING ME A PURE SACRIFICE. AND IN THIS SACRIFICE, I WILL LAY BEFORE YOU THE AGES TO COME, AND MAKE KNOWN TO YOU WHAT IS RESERVED, AND YOU SHALL SEE GREAT THINGS WHICH YOU HAVE NOT HITHERTO SEEN: 6. AND MAKE ME A PURE SACRIFICE. AND IN THIS SACRIFICE, I WILL PLACE THE AGES. I WILL ANNOUNCE TO YOU GUARDED THINGS AND YOU WILL SEE GREAT THINGS WHICH YOU HAVE NOT 7. SEEN, BECAUSE YOU [SEXLESS] DESIRED TO SEARCH FOR ME, AND I CALLED YOU MY BELOVED. BUT FOR FORTY DAYS ABSTAIN FROM EVERY KIND OF FOOD COOKED BY FIRE, AND FROM DRINKING BECAUSE YOU HAVE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED TO SEARCH ME OUT, AND I HAVE NAMED YOU 'MY FRIEND.' BUT ABSTAIN FROM EVERY FORM OF FOOD THAT COMES FORTH OUT OF THE FIRE, AND FROM THE DRINKING OF WINE, AND FROM ANOINTING YOURSELF WITH OIL, FOR FORTY DAYS, AND THEN SET FORTH FOR ME THE SACRIFICE WHICH I HAVE COMMANDED YOU, IN A PLACE WHICH I WILL SHOW YOU ON A HIGH MOUNTAIN, AND THERE I WILL SHOW YOU THE AGES WHICH HAVE BEEN CREATED AND ESTABLISHED BY MY WORD, AND I WILL MAKE KNOWN TO YOU WHAT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THEM ON THOSE WHO HAVE DONE EVIL AND RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE GENERATIONS OF MEN." 8. OF WINE AND FROM ANOINTING (YOURSELF) WITH OIL. AND THEN YOU SHALL SET OUT FOR ME THE SACRIFICE, WHICH I HAVE COMMANDED YOU, IN THE PLACE WHICH I WILL SHOW YOU 9. ON A HIGH MOUNTAIN. AND THERE I WILL SHOW YOU THE THINGS WHICH WERE MADE BY 10. THE AGES AND BY MY WORD, AND AFFIRMED, CREATED, AND RENEWED. AND I WILL ANNOUNCE TO YOU IN THEM WHAT WILL COME UPON THOSE WHO HAVE DONE EVIL AND JUST THINGS IN THE RACE OF MAN." 	
CHAPTER 10	
1. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN I HEARD THE VOICE PRONOUNCING SUCH WORDS TO ME 4. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN I HEARD THE VOICE OF HIM WHO SPOKE SUCH WORDS TO ME, AND I LOOKED HERE AND THERE, I FOUND NO BREATH IN ME, AND MY SPIRIT WAS FRIGHTENED, AND MY SOUL SEEMED AS DEPARTED FROM ME, FOR I FELL DOWN AS A STONE, AS A DEAD MAN UPON THE EARTH, AND HAD NO MORE STRENGTH TO STAND. AND WHILE I WAS THUS LYING WITH MY FACE TOWARDS THE EARTH, I HEARD THE VOICE OF THE HOLY ONE SPEAKING, "GO, JAOEL, AND BY MEANS OF MY INEFFABLE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] RAISE UP YONDER MAN AND STRENGTHEN HIM, SO THAT HE RECOVERS FROM HIS TREMBLING. 2. THAT I LOOKED THIS WAY AND THAT. AND BEHOLD THERE WAS NO BREATH OF MAN. AND MY SPIRIT WAS AMAZED, AND MY SOUL FLED FROM ME. AND I BECAME LIKE A STONE, AND FELL FACE DOWN UPON THE EARTH, FOR THERE WAS NO LONGER STRENGTH IN ME TO STAND UP ON 3. THE EARTH. AND WHILE I WAS STILL FACE DOWN ON THE GROUND, I HEARD THE VOICE SPEAKING, "GO, IAOEL OF THE SAME NAME, THROUGH THE MEDITATION OF MY INEFFABLE 4. NAME, CONSECRATE THIS MAN FOR ME AND STRENGTHEN HIM AGAINST HIS TREMBLING." THE ANGEL HE SENT TO ME IN THE LIKENESS OF A MAN CAME, AND HE TOOK ME BY MY RIGHT 4. AND THE ANGEL WHOM HE HAD SENT CAME TO ME IN THE LIKENESS OF A MAN AND GRASPED ME BY MY RIGHT HAND AND SET ME UP UPON MY FEET AND SAID TO ME, "STAND UP ABRAHAM, O FRIEND OF GOD WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVES YOU; LET NOT THE TREMBLING OF MAN SEIZE YOU! FOR LO! I HAVE BEEN SENT TO YOU TO STRENGTHEN YOU AND BLESS YOU IN THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVES YOU, THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE CELESTIAL AND THE TERRESTRIAL. BE FEARLESS AND HASTEN TO HIM. I AM CALLED JAOEL BY HIM WHO MOVES THOSE WHO EXIST WITH ME ON THE SEVENTH EXPANSE OVER THE HEAVENS, A POWER IN VIRTUE OF THE INEFFABLE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT IS DWELLING IN ME. I AM THE ONE WHO HAS BEEN GIVEN TO RESTRAIN, ACCORDING TO HIS COMMANDMENT, THE THREATENING ATTACKS OF THE LIVING ONES OF THE CHERUBIM AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, AND TO TEACH THOSE WHO CARRY HIM, THE SONG OF THE SEVENTH HOUR OF THE NIGHT OF MAN. 5. HAND AND STOOD ME ON MY FEET. AND HE SAID TO ME, "STAND UP, ABRAHAM, FRIEND 6. OF GOD WHO HAS [SEXLESSLY] LOVED YOU, LET HUMAN TREMBLING NOT ENFOLD YOU! FOR LO! I AM SENT TO YOU TO STRENGTHEN YOU AND TO BLESS YOU IN THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], [TRUE] CREATOR OF HEAVENLY 7. (8.) AND EARTHLY THINGS, WHO HAS [SEXLESSLY] LOVED YOU. BE BOLD AND HASTEN TO HIM. I AM IAOEL AND I WAS CALLED SO BY HIM WHO CAUSES THOSE WITH ME ON THE SEVENTH EXPANSE, ON THE FIRMAMENT, TO SHAKE, A POWER THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF HIS INEFFABLE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN 9. ME. I AM THE ONE WHO HAS BEEN CHARGED ACCORDING TO HIS COMMANDMENT, TO RESTRAIN THE THREATS OF THE LIVING CREATURES OF THE CHERUBIM AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, AND I TEACH THOSE WHO CARRY THE SONG THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF MAN’S NIGHT OF THE SEVENTH HOUR. 10. I AM APPOINTED TO HOLD THE LEVIATHANS, BECAUSE THROUGH ME IS SUBJUGATED THE I AM ORDERED TO RESTRAIN THE LEVIATHAN, FOR EVERY SINGLE ATTACK AND MENACE OF EVERY SINGLE REPTILE ARE SUBJECT UNTO ME. I AM HE WHO HAS BEEN COMMISSIONED TO LOOSEN HADES, AND DESTROY HIM WHO STARES AT THE DEAD. I HAVE BEEN SENT TO BLESS YOU NOW, AND THE LAND WHICH THE ETERNAL ONE, WHOM YOU HAVE INVOKED, HAS PREPARED FOR YOU, AND FOR YOUR SAKE I HAVE WENDED MY WAY UPON EARTH. 11. ATTACK AND MENACE OF EVERY REPTILE. I AM ORDERED TO LOOSEN HADES AND TO DESTROY 12. THOSE WHO WONDERED AT THE DEAD. I AM THE ONE WHO ORDERED YOU FATHER’S HOUSE 13. TO BE BURNED WITH HIM, FOR HE HONORED THE DEAD. I AM SENT TO YOU NOW TO BLESS YOU AND THE LAND WHICH HE WHOM YOU HAVE CALLED THE ETERNAL ONE HAS PREPARED 14. (15.) FOR YOU. FOR YOUR SAKE I HAVE INDICATED THE WAY OF THE LAND. STAND UP, ABRAHAM, GO BOLDLY, BE VERY JOYFUL AND REJOICE. AND I (ALSO REJOICE) WITH YOU, FOR A VENERABLE STAND UP, ABRAHAM! GO WITHOUT FEAR; BE RIGHT GLAD AND REJOICE, AND I AM WITH YOU! FOR AGE-LASTING HONOR HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR YOU BY THE ETERNAL ONE. GO, FULFIL THE SACRIFICES COMMANDED. FOR LO! I HAVE BEEN APPOINTED TO BE WITH YOU, AND WITH THE GENERATIONS THAT WILL SPRING FROM YOU, AND WITH ME MICHAEL BLESSES YOU FOR EVER. BE OF GOOD CHEER AND GO!" 16. HONOR HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR YOU BY THE ETERNAL ONE. GO, COMPLETE THE SACRIFICE OF THE COMMAND, BEHOLD, I AM ASSIGNED (TO BE) WITH YOU AND WITH THE GENERATION 17. WHICH IS PREDESTINED (TO BE BORN) FROM YOU. AND WITH ME MICHAEL BLESSES YOU FOREVER. BE BOLD, GO!" 
CHAPTER 11	
1. AND I STOOD UP AND SAW HIM WHO HAD TAKEN MY RIGHT HAND AND SET ME ON MY 8. AND I ROSE UP AND SAW HIM WHO HAD GRASPED ME BY THE RIGHT HAND AND SET ME UPON MY FEET, AND THE APPEARANCE OF HIS BODY WAS LIKE SAPPHIRE, AND THE LOOK OF HIS COUNTENANCE LIKE CRYSOLITE, AND THE HAIR OF HIS HEAD LIKE SNOW, AND THE TURBAN ON HIS HEAD LIKE THE APPEARANCE OF THE RAINBOW, AND THE CLOTHING OF HIS GARMENTS LIKE PURPLE, AND A GOLDEN SCEPTER WAS IN HIS RIGHT HAND, 2. FEET. THE APPEARANCE OF HIS BODY WAS LIKE SAPPHIRE, AND THE ASPECT OF HIS FACE 3. WAS LIKE CHRYSOLITE, AND THE HAIR OF HIS HEAD LIKE SNOW. AND A KIDARIS (WAS) ON HIS HEAD, ITS LOOK THAT OF A RAINBOW, AND THE CLOTHING OF HIS GARMENTS (WAS) PURPLE; 4. AND A GOLDEN STAFF (WAS) IN HIS RIGHT HAND. AND HE SAID TO ME, "ABRAHAM," AND I SAID, "HERE IS YOUR SERVANT!" AND HE SAID, "LET MY APPEARANCE NOT FRIGHTEN AND HE SAID TO ME, "ABRAHAM!" AND I SAID, "HERE I AM, YOUR SERVANT." AND HE SAID, "LET NOT MY APPEARANCE FRIGHTEN YOU, NOR MY SPEECH, THAT YOUR SOUL BE NOT TROUBLED. COME WITH ME, AND I WILL BE WITH YOU, VISIBLE, UNTIL THE SACRIFICE, BUT AFTER THE SACRIFICE ALWAYS INVISIBLE. BE OF GOOD CHEER, AND COME!" 5. YOU, NOR MY SPEECH TROUBLE YOUR SOUL. COME WITH ME! AND I WILL GO WITH YOU 6. VISIBLE UNTIL THE SACRIFICE, BUT AFTER THE SACRIFICE INVISIBLE FOREVER. BE BOLD AND GO!" 	
CHAPTER 12	
1. (2.) AND WE WENT, THE TWO OF US ALONE TOGETHER, FORTY DAYS AND NIGHTS. AND I ATE NO BREAD AND DRANK NO WATER, BECAUSE (MY) FOOD WAS TO SEE THE ANGEL WHO WAS AND WE WENT, THE TWO OF US TOGETHER FOR FORTY DAYS AND NIGHTS, AND I ATE NO BREAD AND DRANK NO WATER, BECAUSE MY FOOD AND MY DRINK WAS TO SEE THE ANGEL WHO WAS WITH ME, AND TO HEAR HIS SPEECH. AND WE CAME TO THE MOUNT OF GOD, MOUNT HOREB, AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL, "SINGER OF THE ETERNAL ONE! I HAVE NO SACRIFICE WITH ME, NOR AM I AWARE OF THE PLACE OF AN ALTAR ON THE MOUNTAIN; HOW CAN I BRING A SACRIFICE?" AND HE SAID TO ME, "LOOK AROUND YOU." AND WHEN I LOOKED AROUND, THERE FOLLOWING US WERE ALL THE PRESCRIBED ANIMALS, THE YOUNG HEIFER, THE SHE GOAT, THE RAM, THE TURTLE DOVE AND THE PIGEON 3. WITH ME, AND HIS DISCOURSE WITH ME WAS MY DRINK. WE CAME TO GOD’S MOUNTAIN, 4. GLORIOUS HOREB. AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL, "SINGER OF THE ETERNAL ONE, BEHOLD I HAVE NO SACRIFICE WITH ME, NOR DO I KNOW A PLACE FOR AN ALTAR ON THE MOUNTAIN, SO HOW 5. (6.) SHALL I MAKE THE SACRIFICE?" AND HE SAID, "LOOK BEHIND YOU." AND I LIKED BEHIND ME. AND BEHOLD ALL THE PRESCRIBED SACRIFICES WERE FOLLOWING US: THE CALF, 7. THE SHE-GOAT, THE RAM, THE TURTLEDOVE, AND THE PIGEON. AND THE ANGEL SAID TO ME; AND THE ANGEL SAID TO ME, "ABRAHAM!" AND I SAID, "HERE AM I." AND HE SAID, "SLAUGHTER ALL THESE ANIMALS, AND DIVIDE THEM INTO HALVES, THE ONE AGAINST THE OTHER, BUT DO NOT SEVER THE BIRDS. AND GIVE THESE TO THE MEN WHOM I WILL SHOW YOU, STANDING BY YOU, FOR THESE ARE THE ALTAR UPON THE MOUNTAIN, TO OFFER A SACRIFICE TO THE ETERNAL BUT THE TURTLE DOVE AND THE PIGEON GIVE TO ME, FOR I WILL ASCEND UPON THE WINGS OF THE BIRD, SO THAT YOU MAY BE ABLE TO SEE IN HEAVEN, AND UPON EARTH, AND IN THE SEA, AND IN THE ABYSS, AND IN THE UNDER-WORLD, AND IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN, AND IN ITS RIVERS, AND IN THE FULLNESS OF THE WHOLE WORLD AND ITS CIRCLE, YOU SHALL GAZE INTO THEM ALL." 8. "ABRAHAM." AND I SAID, "HERE I AM." AND HE SAID TO ME, "SLAUGHTER ALL THESE 	9. AND DIVIDE THE ANIMALS EXACTLY INTO HALVES. BUT DO NOT CUT THE BIRDS APART. AND GIVE THEM TO THE MEN WHOM I WILL SHOW YOU STANDING BESIDE YOU, FOR THEY ARE THE 10. ALTAR ON THE MOUNTAIN, TO OFFER SACRIFICE TO THE ETERNAL ONE. THE TURTLEDOVE AND THE PIGEON YOU WILL GIVE TO ME FOR I WILL ASCEND ON THE WINGS OF THE BIRDS TO SHOW YOU (WHAT) IS IN THE HEAVENS, ON THE EARTH AND IN THE SEA, IN THE ABYSS, AND IN THE LOWER DEPTHS, IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN AND IN ITS RIVERS, IN THE FULLNESS OF THE UNIVERSE. AND YOU WILL SEE ITS CIRCLES IN ALL." 	
CHAPTER 13	
1. AND I DID EVERYTHING ACCORDING TO THE ANGEL’S COMMAND. AND I GAVE THE ANGELS WHO HAD COME TO US THE DIVIDED PARTS OF THE ANIMALS. AND THE ANGEL IAOEL TOOK 12. AND I DID EVERYTHING ACCORDING TO THE COMMAND OF THE ANGEL, AND GAVE THE ANGELS WHO HAD COME TO US, THE DIVIDED ANIMALS, BUT THE ANGEL JAOEL TOOK THE BIRDS. AND I WAITED UNTIL THE EVENING SACRIFICE. AND THERE FLEW AN UNCLEAN BIRD DOWN UPON THE CARCASES, AND I DROVE IT AWAY. AND THE UNCLEAN BIRD SPOKE TO ME AND SAID, "ABRAHAM, WHAT ARE YOU DOING UPON THESE HOLY HEIGHTS, WHERE NO MAN EATS OR DRINKS, NOR IS THERE UPON THEM THE FOOD OF MAN, BUT THESE HEAVENLY BEINGS CONSUME EVERYTHING WITH FIRE, AND WILL BURN YOU UP. FORSAKE THE MAN WHO IS WITH YOU AND FLEE, FOR IF YOU ASCEND INTO THE HEIGHTS, THEY WILL MAKE AN END OF" 2. (3.) THE TWO BIRDS. AND I WAITED FOR THE EVENING GIFT. AND AN UNCLEAN BIRD FLEW DOWN 4. ON THE CARCASSES, AND I DROVE IT AWAY. AND THE UNCLEAN BIRD SPOKE TO ME AND SAID, "WHAT ARE YOU DOING, ABRAHAM, ON THE HOLY HEIGHTS WHERE NO ONE EATS OR DRINKS, NOR IS THERE UPON THEM FOOD FOR MEN. BUT THESE ALL WILL BE CONSUMED BY FIRE AND 5. THEY WILL BURN YOU UP. LEAVE THE MAN WHO IS WITH YOU AND FLEE! FOR IF YOU 6. ASCEND TO THE HEIGHT, THEY WILL DESTROY YOU." AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN I SAW THE BIRD SPEAKING, I SAID THIS TO THE ANGEL: "WHAT IS THIS, MY LORD?" AND HE SAID, AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN I SAW THE BIRD SPEAK, I SAID TO THE ANGEL, "WHAT IS THIS, MY LORD?" AND HE SAID, "THIS IS UNGODLINESS; THIS IS AZAZEL." AND HE SAID TO IT, "DISGRACE UPON YOU, AZAZEL! FOR ABRAHAM'S LOT IS IN HEAVEN, BUT YOURS IS UPON THE EARTH. BECAUSE YOU HAVE CHOSEN AND [SEXUAL] LOVED THIS FOR THE DWELLING PLACE OF YOUR UNCLEANNESS. THEREFORE THE ETERNAL MIGHTY LORD MADE YOU TO BE A DWELLER UPON THE EARTH, AND THROUGH YOU EVERY EVIL SPIRIT OF LIES, AND THROUGH YOU WRATH AND TRIALS FOR THE GENERATIONS OF UNGODLY MEN; FOR GOD, THE ETERNAL MIGHTY ONE, HAS NOT PERMITTED THAT THE BODIES OF THE RIGHTEOUS SHOULD BE IN YOUR HAND, IN ORDER THAT THEREBY THE LIFE OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE UNCLEAN MAY BE ASSURED. HEAR THIS MY FRIEND, AND BEGONE WITH SHAME FROM ME. FOR IT HAS NOT BEEN GIVEN TO YOU TO PLAY THE TEMPTER IN REGARD TO ALL THE RIGHTEOUS. DEPART FROM THIS MAN! YOU CANNOT LEAD HIM ASTRAY. HE IS AN ENEMY TO YOU, AND TO THOSE WHO FOLLOW YOU AND [SEXUAL] LOVE WHAT YOU [SEXUALLY] DESIRE. FOR, BEHOLD, THE VESTURE WHICH IN HEAVEN WAS FORMERLY YOURS HAS BEEN SET ASIDE FOR HIM, AND THE MORTALITY WHICH WAS HIS HAS BEEN TRANSFERRED TO YOU." 7. "THIS IS DISGRACE, THIS IS AZAZEL!" AND HE SAID TO HIM, "SHAME ON YOU, 8. AZAZEL! FOR ABRAHAM’S PORTION IS IN HEAVEN, AND YOURS IS ON THE EARTH, FOR YOU HAVE SELECTED HERE, (AND) BECOME ENAMORED OF THE SWELLING PLACE OF YOUR BLEMISH. THEREFORE, THE ETERNAL RULER, THE MIGHTY ONE, HAS GIVEN YOU A DWELLING ON EARTH. 9. THROUGH YOU THE ALL-EVIL SPIRIT (IS) A LIAR, AND THROUGH YOU (ARE) WRATH AND TRIALS 10. ON THE GENERATIONS OF MEN WHO LIVE IMPIOUSLY. FOR THE ETERNAL, MIGHTY ONE DID NOT ALLOW THE BODIES OF THE RIGHTEOUS TO BE IN YOUR HAND, SO THROUGH THEM THE 11. RIGHTEOUS LIFE IS AFFIRMED AND THE DESTRUCTION OF UNGODLINESS. HEAR, COUNSELOR, BE 12. SHAMED BY ME! YOU HAVE NO PERMISSION TO TEMPT ALL THE RIGHTEOUS. DEPART FROM 13. THIS MAN! YOU CANNOT DECEIVE HIM, BECAUSE HE IS THE ENEMY OF YOU AND OF THOSE 14. WHO FOLLOW YOU AND WHO [SEXUAL] LOVE WHAT YOU WISH. FOR BEHOLD, THE GARMENT WHICH IS HEAVEN WAS FORMERLY YOURS HAS BEEN SET ASIDE FOR HIM, AND THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION WHICH WAS ON HIM HAS GONE OVER TO YOU." 	
CHAPTER 14	
1. AND THE ANGEL SAID TO ME, "ABRAHAM!" AND I SAID, "HERE I AM, YOUR…AND THE ANGEL SAID TO ME, "KNOW THAT FROM HENCEFORTH THE ETERNAL ONE HAS CHOSEN YOU. BE OF GOOD COURAGE AND USE THIS AUTHORITY SO FAR AS I BID YOU, AGAINST HIM WHO SLANDERS THE TRUTH. SHOULD I NOT BE ABLE TO PUT HIM TO SHAME WHO HAS SCATTERED OVER THE EARTH THE [TOP] SECRETS OF HEAVEN, AND HAS REBELLED AGAINST THE MIGHTY ONE? SAY TO HIM, 'BECOME THE BURNING COAL OF THE FURNACE OF THE EARTH! GO, AZAZEL, INTO THE INACCESSIBLE PARTS OF THE EARTH, FOR YOUR HERITAGE IS TO BE OVER THOSE WHO ARE WITH YOU, THE ONES BROUGHT FORTH WITH THE STARS AND CLOUDS, AND WITH THE MEN WHOSE PORTION YOU ARE, EVEN THOSE WHO EXIST ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR BEING. JUSTIFICATION SHALL BE YOUR ENEMY. NOW DEPART FROM ME BY YOUR PERDITION! 2. SERVANT." AND HE SAID, "KNOW FROM THIS THAT THE ETERNAL ONE WHOM YOU HAVE 3. [SEXLESSLY] LOVED HAS CHOSEN YOU. BE BOLD AND DO THROUGH YOUR AUTHORITY WHATEVER I ORDER 4. YOU AGAINST HIM WHO REVILES JUSTICE. WILL I NOT BE ABLE TO REVILE HIM WHO HAS SCATTERED ABOUT THE EARTH THE [TOP] SECRETS OF HEAVEN AND WHO HAS TAKEN COUNSEL AGAINST 5. THE MIGHTY ONE? SAY TO HIM, ‘MAY YOU BE THE FIREBRAND OF THE FURNACE OF THE 6. EARTH! GO, AZAZEL, INTO THE UNTRODDEN PARTS OF THE EARTH. FOR YOUR HERITAGE IS OVER THOSE WHO ARE WITH YOU, WITH THE STARS AND WITH THE MEN BORN BY THE CLOUDS, 7. WHOSE PORTION YOU ARE, INDEED THEY EXIST THROUGH YOUR BEING. ENMITY IS FOR YOU 8. A PIOUS ACT. THEREFORE, THROUGH YOUR OWN DESTRUCTION BE GONE FROM ME!’ AND I UTTERED THE WORDS THAT THE ANGEL TAUGHT ME. AND THEN THE ANGEL SAID TO ME, "ANSWER HIM NOT! FOR GOD HAS GIVEN HIM POWER OVER THOSE WHO ANSWER HIM." AND THE ANGEL SPOKE TO ME AGAIN SAYING, "HOWEVER MUCH HE, SPEAK TO YOU, ANSWER HIM NOT, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY HAVE NO FREE ACCESS TO YOU, BECAUSE THE ETERNAL ONE HAS GIVEN HIM 'WEIGHT AND WILL' IN THIS RESPECT." AND I DID THAT WHICH WAS COMMANDED ME BY THE ANGEL, AND NO MATTER HOW MUCH HE SPOKE TO ME, I ANSWERED HIM NOTHING WHATSOEVER. 9. I SAID THE WORDS AS THE ANGEL HAD TAUGHT ME. AND HE SAID, "ABRAHAM." AND I 10. SAID, "HERE I AM, YOUR SERVANT!" AND THE ANGEL SAID TO ME, "ANSWER HIM NOT!" 11. (12.) AND HE SPOKE TO ME A SECOND TIME. AND THE ANGEL SAID, "NOW, WHATEVER HE SAYS TO YOU, ANSWER HIM NOT, LEST HIS WILL RUN UP TO YOU. FOR THE ETERNAL, MIGHTY… 14. ONE GAVE HIM THE GRAVITY AND THE WILL. ANSWER HIM NOT." AND I DID WHAT THE ANGEL HAD COMMANDED ME. AND WHATEVER HE SAID TO ME ABOUT THE DESCENT, I ANSWERED HIM NOT. 
CHAPTER 15	
1. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THE SUN WAS SETTING, AND BEHOLD A SMOKE LIKE THAT OF A FURNACE, AND THE ANGELS WHO HAD THE DIVIDED PORTIONS OF THE SACRIFICE ASCENDED AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THE SUN WENT DOWN, BEHOLD THERE WAS THE SMOKE AS OF A FURNACE. AND THE ANGELS WHO HAD THE PORTIONS OF THE SACRIFICE ASCENDED FROM THE TOP OF THE SMOKING FURNACE. AND THE ANGEL TOOK ME WITH HIS RIGHT HAND AND SET ME UPON THE RIGHT WING OF THE PIGEON, AND SET HIMSELF ON THE LEFT WING OF THE TURTLE DOVE, NEITHER OF WHICH BIRDS HAD BEEN SLAUGHTERED, AND HE BORE ME TO THE BORDERS OF THE FLAMING FIRE, AND WE ASCENDED UPON MANY WINDS TO THE HEAVENS WHICH WERE ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT. AND I SAW IN THE AIR ON THE HEIGHTS TO WHICH WE ASCENDED, A STRONG LIGHT IMPOSSIBLE TO DESCRIBE, AND WITHIN THE LIGHT A FIERCELY BURNING FIRE OF PEOPLE, MANY PEOPLE, OF MALE APPEARANCE, ALL CONSTANTLY CHANGING IN ASPECT AND FORM, RUNNING AND BEING TRANSFORMED, AND WORSHIPPING AND CRYING WITH A SOUND OF WORDS THAT I COULD NOT RECOGNIZE. 2. FROM THE TOP OF THE FURNACE OF SMOKE. AND THE ANGEL TOOK ME WITH HIS RIGHT HAND AND SET ME ON THE RIGHT WING OF THE PIGEON AND HE HIMSELF SAT ON THE LEFT WING OF 3. THE TURTLEDOVE, (BOTH OF) WHICH WERE AS OF NEITHER SLAUGHTERED NOR DIVIDED. AND 4. HE CARRIED ME UP TO THE EDGE OF THE FIERY FLAMES. AND WE ASCENDED AS IF (CARRIED) 5. BY MANY WINDS TO THE HEAVEN THAT IS FIXED ON THE EXPANSES. AND I SAW ON THE AIR 6. TO WHOSE HEIGHT WE HAD ASCENDED A STRONG LIGHT WHICH CAN NOT BE DESCRIBED AND BEHOLD, IN THIS LIGHT A FIERY GEHENNA WAS ENKINDLED, AND A GREAT CROWD IN THE 7. LIKENESS OF MEN. THEY ALL WERE CHANGING IN ASPECT AND SHAPE, RUNNING AND CHANGING FORM AND PROSTRATING THEMSELVES AND CRYING WORDS I DID NOT KNOW. 	
CHAPTER 16	
1. AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL, "WHY IS IT YOU NOW BROUGHT ME HERE? FOR NOW, I CAN AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL, "WHY HAVE YOU NOW BROUGHT ME UP HERE, BECAUSE MY EYES CANNOT NOW SEE DISTINCTLY, AND I AM GROWING WEAK, AND MY SPIRIT IS DEPARTING FROM ME?" AND HE SAID TO ME, "REMAIN CLOSE BY ME AND DO NOT FEAR, FOR THE ONE WHOM YOU CANNOT SEE IS NOW COMING TOWARDS US WITH A GREAT VOICE OF HOLINESS, EVEN THE ETERNAL ONE WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVES YOU. BUT YOU YOURSELF CANNOT SEE HIM. BUT YOU MUST NOT ALLOW YOUR SPIRIT TO GROW FAINT ON ACCOUNT OF THE CHOIRS OF THOSE WHO CRY OUT, FOR I AM WITH YOU TO STRENGTHEN YOU." 2. NO LONGER SEE, BECAUSE I AM WEAKENED AND MY SPIRIT IS DEPARTING FROM ME." AND 3. HE SAID TO ME, "REMAIN WITH ME, DO NOT FEAR. HE WHOM YOU WILL SEE COMING DIRECTLY TOWARD US IN A GREAT SOUND OF SANCTIFICATION IS THE ETERNAL ONE WHO HAS 4. [SEXLESSLY] LOVED YOU. YOU WILL NOT LOOK AT HIM HIMSELF. BUT LET YOUR SPIRIT NOT WEAKEN, FOR I AM WITH YOU, STRENGTHENING YOU." 
CHAPTER 17	
1. AND WHILE HE WAS STILL SPEAKING, BEHOLD THE FIRE COMING TOWARD US ROUND ABOUT, AND A VOICE WAS IN THE FIRE LIKE A VOICE OF MANY WATERS, LIKE VOICE OF THE…AND WHILE HE WAS THUS SPEAKING FIRE CAME ALL ABOUT US, AND THERE WAS A VOICE WITHIN THE FIRE LIKE THE SOUND OF MANY WATERS, LIKE THE SOUND OF THE SEA IN VIOLENT MOTION. AND I [SEXLESS] DESIRED TO FALL DOWN THERE AND WORSHIP, AND I SAW THAT THE ANGEL WHO WAS WITH ME BOWED HIS HEAD AND WORSHIPPED, BUT THE SURFACE OF THE HIGH PLACE WHERE I SEEMED TO BE STANDING CHANGED ITS [SEXLESS] INCLINATION CONSTANTLY, ROLLING AS THE GREAT WAVES ON THE SURFACE OF THE SEA. 2. (3) SEA IN ITS UPROAR. AND THE ANGEL KNELT DOWN WITH ME AND WORSHIPPED. AND I WANTED TO FALL FACE DOWN ON THE EARTH. AND THE PLACE OF HIGHNESS ON WHICH WE 4. WERE STANDING NOW STOPPED ON HIGH, NOW ROLLED DOWN LOW. AND HE SAID, "ONLY. " AND THE ANGEL SAID, "WORSHIP, ABRAHAM, AND UTTER THE SONG WHICH I SHALL NOW TEACH YOU. UTTER IT WITHOUT CEASING, THAT IS, WITHOUT PAUSE, IN ONE CONTINUOUS STRAIN FROM BEGINNING TO END. AND THE SONG WHICH HE TAUGHT ME TO SING HAD WORDS APPROPRIATE TO THAT SPHERE IN WHICH WE THEN STOOD, FOR EACH SPHERE IN HEAVEN HAS ITS OWN SONG OF PRAISE, AND ONLY THOSE WHO DWELL THERE KNOW HOW TO UTTER IT, AND THOSE UPON EARTH CANNOT KNOW OR UTTER IT EXCEPT THEY BE TAUGHT BY THE MESSENGERS OF HEAVEN. AND THE WORDS OF THAT SONG WERE OF THIS IMPORT AND SIGNIFICATION 5. WORSHIP, ABRAHAM, AND RECITE THE SONG WHICH I TAUGHT YOU." SINCE THERE WAS NO GROUND TO WHICH I COULD FALL PROSTRATE, I ONLY BOWED DOWN, AND I RECITED THE SONG 6. (7.) WHICH HE HAD TAUGHT ME. AND HE SAID, "RECITE WITHOUT CEASING." AND I RECITED, AND HE HIMSELF RECITED THE SONG 8. ETERNAL ONE, MIGHTY ONE, HOLY EL, GOD AUTOCRAT 'ETERNAL, MIGHTY, HOLY EL, GOD ONLY-SUPREME' 9. SELF-ORIGINATE, [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE, IMMACULATE, YOU WHO ARE THE SELF-ORIGINATED, THE BEGINNINGLESS ONE [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE, UNBEGOTTEN, SPOTLESS, IMMORTAL, SPOTLESS, UNCREATED, IMMACULATE, IMMORTAL, SELF-COMPLETE, SELF-ILLUMINATING, 10. SELF-PERFECTED, SELF-DEVISED, WITHOUT MOTHER, WITHOUT FATHER, UNGENERATED, WITHOUT FATHER, WITHOUT MOTHER, UNBEGOTTEN, 11. EXALTED, FIERY, EXALTED, FIERY ONE! [SEXLESS] LOVER OF MEN, BENEVOLENT ONE, BOUNTIFUL ONE, 12. JUST, [SEXLESS] LOVER OF MEN, BENEVOLENT, COMPASSIONATE, BOUNTIFUL, JEALOUS OVER ME, PATIENT ONE, MOST MERCIFUL, JEALOUS OVER ME, AND VERY COMPASSIONATE, ELI, MY GOD, 13. ELI, ETERNAL, MIGHTY ONE, HOLY SABAOTH, ETERNAL, JEHOVAH ZEBAIOTH, VERY GLORIOUS EL, EL, EL, EL, JAH EL! MOST GLORIOUS EL, EL, EL, EL, IAOEL, 14. YOU ARE HE MY SOUL HAS LOVED, YOU ARE THE ONE WHOM MY SOUL HAS [SEXLESSLY] LOVED! MY PROTECTOR. ETERNAL PROTECTOR, SHINING LIKE FIRE, WHOSE VOICE IS LIKE THE THUNDER, WHOSE LOOK IS LIKE THE LIGHTNING, 15. ETERNAL, FIERY, SHINING, LIGHT-GIVING, THUNDER-VOICED, LIGHTNING-VISIONED, MANY-EYED, YOU ARE THE ALL-SEEING ONE, WHO RECEIVES THE PRAYERS OF ALL SUCH AS HONOR YOU, 16. RECEIVING THE PETITIONS OF THOSE WHO HONOR YOU AND TURNING AWAY FROM THE PETITIONS OF THOSE WHO RESTRAIN YOU BY THE RESTRAINT OF THEIR PROVOCATIONS, 17. REDEEMER OF THOSE WHO DWELL IN THE MIDST OF THE WICKED ONES, OF THOSE WHO ARE DISPERSED AMONG THE JUST OF THE WORLD, IN THE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE AGE. AND TURN AWAY THE REQUESTS OF THOSE WHO EMBARRASS YOU WITH THEIR PROVOCATIONS WHO DISSOLVES THE [SEXUAL] CONFUSIONS OF THE WORLD WHICH ARISE FROM THE UNGODLY AND THE RIGHTEOUS MIXED UP IN THE [SEXUAL] CONFUSION OF THE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE AGE, 18. SHOWING FORTH THE AGE OF THE JUST, 'AND RENEWING THE AGE OF THE RIGHTEOUS, YOU MAKE THE LIGHT SHINE BEFORE THE MORNING LIGHT UPON YOUR CREATION FROM YOUR FACE SHINE O LORD, SHINE AS A LIGHT, EVEN AS THAT LIGHT WITH WHICH YOU CLOTHED YOURSELF ON THE FIRST DAY OF CREATION, SHINE AS THE LIGHT OF THE MORNING ON YOUR CREATURES TO SPEND THE DAY ON THE EARTH, AND LET IT BE DAY UPON EARTH, 19. AND IN YOUR HEAVENLY DWELLING PLACE (THERE IS) AN INEXHAUSTIBLE LIGHT OF A INVINCIBLE DAWNING FROM THE LIGHT OF YOUR [TERRIBLE] FACE. FOR IN THESE HEAVENLY DWELLING PLACES THERE IS NO NEED OF ANY OTHER LIGHT THAN THE UNSPEAKABLE SPLENDOR FROM THE LIGHT OF YOUR COUNTENANCE, 20. ACCEPT MY PRAYER AND DELIGHT IN IT, O ANSWER MY PRAYER, O BE WELL-PLEASED WITH IT, AND (ACCEPT) ALSO THE SACRIFICE WHICH YOU YOURSELF MADE O ACCEPT MY SACRIFICE WHICH YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME TO OFFER, TO YOURSELF THROUGH ME AS I SEARCHED FOR YOU. 21. RECEIVE ME FAVORABLY, ACCEPT ME FAVORABLY, AND SHOW ME, TEACH ME, ALL THAT YOU HAVE PROMISED!' TEACH ME, SHOW ME, AND MAKE KNOWN TO YOUR SERVANT WHAT YOU HAVE PROMISED ME. 	
CHAPTER 18	
1. AND AS I WAS STILL RECITING THE SONG, THE MOUTH OF THE FIRE WHICH WAS ON THE…AND WHILE I WAS STILL RECITING THE SONG, THE MOUTH OF THE FIRE WHICH WAS ON THE SURFACE ROSE UP ON HIGH. AND I HEARD A VOICE LIKE THE ROARING OF THE SEA, NOR DID IT CEASE ON ACCOUNT OF THE RICH ABUNDANCE OF THE FIRE. AND AS THE FIRE RAISED ITSELF UP, ASCENDING INTO THE HEIGHTS, I SAW UNDER THE FIRE A THRONE OF FIRE, AND ROUND ABOUT IT THE WATCHFULNESS OF MANY EYES, EVEN THE ALL-SEEING ONES RECITING THEIR SONG, AND UNDER THE THRONE FOUR FIERY LIVING ONES SINGING, AND THEIR APPEARANCE WAS ONE, AND EACH ONE HAD FOUR FACES. AND SUCH WAS THE APPEARANCE OF THEIR COUNTENANCE, THAT EACH ONE HAD THE FACE OF A LION, A MAN, AN OX AND AN EAGLE, AND BECAUSE OF THEIR FOUR HEADS UPON THEIR BODIES, THEY HAD SIXTEEN FACES, AND EACH ONE HAD THREE PAIRS OF WINGS, FROM THEIR SHOULDERS, FROM THEIR SIDES, AND FROM THEIR LOINS. AND WITH THE WINGS FROM THE SHOULDERS THEY COVERED THEIR FACES, AND WITH THE WINGS FROM THEIR LOINS THEY COVERED THEIR FEET, WHILE THE TWO MIDDLE WINGS WERE SPREAD OUT FOR FLYING STRAIGHT FORWARD. 2. FIRMAMENT WAS RISING UP ON HIGH. AND I HEARD A VOICE LIKE THE ROARING OF THE SEA, 3. AND IT DID NOT CEASE FROM THE PLENTITUDE OF THE FIRE. AND AS THE FIRE ROSE UP, SOARING TO THE HIGHEST POINT, I SAW UNDER THE FIRE A THRONE OF FIRE AND THE MANY-EYED ONES ROUND ABOUT, RECITING THE SONG, UNDER THE THRONE FOUR FIERY LIVING CREATURES, SINGING. 4. ,5 AND THE APPEARANCE OF EACH OF THEM WAS THE SAME, EACH HAVING FOUR FACES, AND THIS (WAS) THE ASPECT OF THEIR FACES: OF A LION, OF A MAN, OF AN OX, AND OF AN EAGLE. EACH ONE HAD FOUR HEADS ON ITS BODY SO THAT THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES HAD SIXTEEN 6. FACES. AND EACH ONE HAD SIX WINGS: TWO ON THE SHOULDERS, TWO HALFWAY DOWN, AND 7. TWO AT THE LOINS. WITH THE WINGS WHICH WERE ON THEIR SHOULDERS THEY COVERED THEIR FACES, WITH THE WINGS AT THEIR LOINS THEY CLOTHED THEIR FEET, AND THEY WOULD STRETCH 8. THE TWO MIDDLE WINGS OUT AND FLY, ERECT. AND WHEN THEY FINISHED SINGING, AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THEY HAD ENDED THEIR SINGING, THEY LOOKED AT ONE ANOTHER AND THREATENED ONE ANOTHER. 9. WOULD LOOK AT ONE ANOTHER AND THREATEN ONE ANOTHER. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THE ANGEL WHO WAS WITH ME SAW THAT THEY WERE THREATENING EACH OTHER, HE LEFT ME AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN THE ANGEL WHO WAS WITH ME SAW THAT THEY WERE THREATENING EACH OTHER, HE LEFT ME AND WENT RUNNING TO THEM AND TURNED THE COUNTENANCE OF EACH ONE AWAY FROM THE COUNTENANCE IMMEDIATELY FACING HIM, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT NOT LOOK UPON EACH OTHER. AND HE BEGAN TO TEACH THEM THE SONG OF PEACE WHICH HAS ITS ORIGIN IN THE ETERNAL ONE. 10. AND WENT RUNNING TO THEM. AND HE TURNED THE FACE OF EACH LIVING CREATURE FROM THE FACE WHICH WAS OPPOSITE IT SO THAT THEY COULD NOT SEE EACH OTHER’S FACES 11. THREATENING EACH OTHER. AND HE TAUGHT THEM THE SONG OF PEACE WHICH THE ETERNAL 12. ONE HAS IN HIMSELF. AND WHILE I WAS STILL STANDING AND WATCHING, I SAW BEHIND THE LIVING CREATURES A CHARIOT WITH FIERY WHEELS. EACH WHEEL WAS FULL OF EYES ROUND AND AS I STOOD ALONE AND LOOKED, I SAW BEHIND THE LIVING ONES A CHARIOT WITH FIERY WHEELS, EACH WHEEL FULL OF EYES ROUND ABOUT, AND OVER THE WHEELS WAS THE THRONE WHICH I HAD SEEN, AND WHICH WAS COVERED WITH FIRE, AND THE FIRE ENCIRCLED IT ROUND ABOUT, AND LO! AN INDESCRIBABLE FIRE CONTAINED A MIGHTY FIERY HOST, AND I HEARD ITS HOLY VOICE LIKE THE VOICE OF A MAN. 13. ABOUT. AND ABOVE THE WHEELS WAS THE THRONE WHICH I HAD SEEN. AND IT WAS COVERED WITH FIRE AND THE FIRE ENCIRCLED IT ROUND ABOUT, AND AN INDESCRIBABLE LIGHT SURROUNDED 14. THE FIERY CROWD. AND I HEARD THE VOICE OF THEIR SANCTIFICATION LIKE THE VOICE OF A SINGLE MAN. 	
CHAPTER 19	
1. AND A VOICE CAME TO ME OUT OF THE MIDST OF THE FIRE, SAYING, "ABRAHAM, 24. AND A VOICE CAME TO ME OUT OF THE MIDST OF THE FIRE, SAYING, "ABRAHAM! ABRAHAM!" AND I ANSWERED SAYING "HERE AM I!" AND HE SAID, "CONSIDER THE EXPANSES WHICH ARE UNDER THE FIRMAMENT ON WHICH YOU ARE NOW PLACED AND SEE HOW ON NO SINGLE EXPANSE IS THERE ANY OTHER THAN THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE SOUGHT, EVEN THE ONE WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVES YOU!" 2. (3.) ABRAHAM!" AND I SAID, "HERE I AM!" AND HE SAID, "LOOK AT THE EXPANSES WHICH ARE UNDER THE FIRMAMENT TO WHICH YOU HAVE NOW BEEN DIRECTED AND SEE THAT ON NO SINGLE EXPANSE IS THERE ANY OTHER BUT THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE SEARCHED FOR 4. OR WHO HAS [SEXLESSLY] LOVED YOU." AND WHILE HE WAS STILL SPEAKING, BEHOLD, THE EXPANSES UNDER ME, THE HEAVENS, OPENED AND I SAW ON THE SEVENTH FIRMAMENT UPON WHICH I STOOD A FIRE SPREAD OUT AND A LIGHT AND DEW AND A MULTITUDE OF ANGELS AND A HOST OF THE INVISIBLE GLORY, AND UP ABOVE THE LIVING CREATURES I HAD SEEN; I SAW NO ONE AND WHILE HE WAS YET SPEAKING, THE EXPANSES OPENED, AND THERE BELOW ME WERE THE HEAVENS, AND I SAW UPON THE SEVENTH FIRMAMENT UPON WHICH I STOOD A FIRE WIDELY EXTENDED, AND THE LIGHT WHICH IS THE TREASURY OF LIFE, AND THE DEW WITH WHICH GOD WILL AWAKEN THE DEAD, AND THE SPIRITS OF THE DEPARTED RIGHTEOUS, AND THE SPIRITS OF THOSE SOULS WHO HAVE YET TO BE BORN, AND JUDGMENT AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, PEACE AND BLESSING, AND AN INNUMERABLE COMPANY OF ANGELS, AND THE LIVING ONES, AND THE POWER OF THE INVISIBLE GLORY THAT SAT ABOVE THE LIVING ONES. 5. ELSE THERE, AND I LOOKED FROM ON HIGH, WHERE I WAS STANDING, DOWNWARD AND I LOOKED DOWNWARDS FROM THE MOUNTAIN ON WHICH I STOOD TO THE SIXTH FIRMAMENT, AND THERE I SAW A MULTITUDE OF ANGELS OF PURE SPIRIT, WITHOUT BODIES, WHOSE DUTY WAS TO CARRY OUT THE COMMANDS OF THE FIERY ANGELS WHO WERE UPON THE SEVENTH FIRMAMENT, AS I WAS STANDING SUSPENDED OVER THEM. AND BEHOLD, UPON THIS SIXTH FIRMAMENT THERE WERE NO OTHER POWERS OF ANY FORM, SAVE ONLY THE ANGELS OF PURE SPIRIT. 6. SIXTH FIRMAMENT. AND I SAW THERE A MULTITUDE OF SPIRITUAL ANGELS, INCORPOREAL, CARRYING OUT THE ORDERS OF THE FIERY ANGELS WHO WERE ON THE EIGHTH FIRMAMENT, AS 7. I WAS STANDING ON ITS ELEVATION. AND LO, NEITHER ON THIS FIRMAMENT WAS THERE 8. IN ANY SHAPE ANY OTHER HOST, BUT ONLY THE SPIRITUAL ANGELS. AND THE HOST I SAW AND HE COMMANDED THAT THE SIXTH FIRMAMENT SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM MY SIGHT, AND I SAW THERE ON THE FIFTH FIRMAMENT THE POWERS OF THE STARS WHICH CARRY OUT THE COMMANDS LAID UPON THEM, AND THE ELEMENTS OF THE EARTH OBEYED THEM. 9. THE SEVENTH FIRMAMENT COMMANDED THE SIXTH FIRMAMENT AND IT REMOVED ITSELF. I SAW THERE, ON THE FIFTH (FIRMAMENT), HOST OF STARS, AND THE ORDERS THEY WERE COMMANDED TO CARRY OUT, AND THE ELEMENTS OF EARTH OBEYING THEM. 	
CHAPTER 20	
1. (2.) AND THE ETERNAL, MIGHTY ONE SAID TO ME, "ABRAHAM, ABRAHAM!" AND THE ETERNAL MIGHTY ONE SAID TO ME, "ABRAHAM! ABRAHAM!" AND I SAID, "HERE AM I!" AND HE SAID TO ME, "CONSIDER FROM ABOVE THE STARS WHICH ARE BENEATH YOU, AND NUMBER THEM FOR ME, AND MAKE KNOWN TO ME THEIR NUMBER." AND I SAID, "HOW CAN I? FOR I AM BUT A MAN OF THE DUST OF THE EARTH." AND HE SAID TO ME, "AS THE NUMBER OF THE STARS AND THEIR POWER, SO WILL I MAKE YOUR SEED A NATION AND A PEOPLE SET APART FOR ME AS MY OWN INHERITANCE, AS DISTINCT FROM THAT OF AZAZEL. AND YET I INCLUDE AZAZEL IN MY HOUSE." 3. "HERE I AM!" AND HE SAID, LOOK FROM ON HIGH AT THE STARS WHICH ARE BENEATH 4. YOU AND COUNT THEM FOR ME AND TELL ME THEIR NUMBER!" AND I SAID, "WHEN CAN 5. I? FOR I AM A MAN." AND HE SAID TO ME, "AS THE NUMBER OF THE STARS AND THEIR POWER SO SHALL I PLACE FOR YOUR SEED THE NATIONS AND MEN, SET APART FOR ME IN MY 	6. LOT WITH AZAZEL." AND I SAID, "ETERNAL AND MIGHTY ONE. AND I SAID, "O ETERNAL MIGHTY ONE! LET YOUR SERVANT SPEAK BEFORE YOU, AND LET NOT YOUR ANGER BE KINDLED AGAINST YOUR CHOSEN ONE! FOR LO! BEFORE I CAME UP HITHER, AZAZEL INVEIGHED AGAINST ME. HOW THEN, WHILE HE IS NOT NOW BEFORE YOU, CAN YOU CONSTITUTE YOURSELF WITH HIM?" 7. BEFORE YOU AND LET YOUR FURY NOT RAGE AGAINST YOUR CHOSEN ONE. BEHOLD, BEFORE YOU LED ME UP, AZAZEL INSULTED ME. HOW THEN, SINCE HE IS NOW NOT BEFORE YOU, DID YOU ESTABLISH YOURSELF WITH THEM?" 	
CHAPTER 21	
1. AND HE SAID TO ME, "LOOK NOW BENEATH YOUR FEET AT THE FIRMAMENT AND UNDERSTAND THE CREATION THAT WAS DEPICTED OF OLD ON THIS EXPANSE, (AND) THE CREATURES. AND HE SAID TO ME, "LOOK NOW BENEATH YOUR FEET AT THE FIRMAMENTS AND UNDERSTAND THE CREATION REPRESENTED AND FORESHADOWED IN THIS EXPANSE, THE CREATURES WHO EXIST UPON IT, AND THE AGES PREPARED FOR IT." 2. WHICH ARE IN IT AND THE AGE PREPARED AFTER IT." AND I LOOKED BENEATH THE FIRMAMENT AT MY FEET AND I SAW THE LIKENESS OF HEAVEN AND THE THINGS THAT WERE THEREIN. AND I SAW BENEATH THE SURFACE OF MY FEET, EVEN BENEATH THE SIXTH HEAVEN AND WHAT WAS THEREIN, AND THEN THE EARTH AND ITS FRUITS, AND WHAT MOVED UPON IT AND ITS ANIMATE BEINGS, AND THE POWER OF ITS MEN, AND THE UNGODLINESS OF SOME OF ITS SOULS AND THE RIGHTEOUS DEEDS OF OTHER SOULS, AND I SAW THE LOWER REGIONS AND THE PERDITION THEREIN, THE ABYSS AND ITS TORMENTS. AND I SAW THE SEA AND ITS ISLANDS, ITS MONSTERS AND ITS FISHES, AND LEVIATHAN AND HIS DOMINION, HIS CAMPING-GROUND AND HIS CAVES, AND THE WORLD WHICH LAY ABOVE HIM, HIS MOVEMENTS AND THE DESTRUCTIONS OF THE WORLD ON HIS ACCOUNT. AND I SAW THERE THE STREAMS AND THE RIVERS, AND THE RISING OF THEIR WATERS, AND THEIR WINDINGS IN THEIR COURSES. AND I SAW THERE THE GARDEN OF EDEN AND ITS FRUITS, THE SOURCE OF THE RIVER THAT ISSUES FROM IT, THE TREES AND THEIR BLOSSOMS, AND THE ONES WHO BEHAVED RIGHTEOUSLY. AND I SAW THEREIN THEIR FOODS AND THEIR BLESSEDNESS. AND I SAW THERE A GREAT MULTITUDE, MEN AND WOMEN AND CHILDREN, HALF OF THEM ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE VISION, AND HALF OF THEM ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE VISION. 3. AND (I SAW) THERE THE EARTH AND ITS FRUIT, AND ITS MOVING THINGS AND ITS THINGS THAT HAD SOULS, AND ITS HOST OF MEN AND THE IMPIETY OF THEIR SOULS AND THEIR JUSTIFICATION, AND THEIR PURSUIT OF THEIR WORKS AND THE ABYSS AND ITS TORMENTS, 4. AND ITS LOWER DEPTHS AND (THE) PERDITION IN IT. AND I SAW THERE THE SEA AND ITS ISLANDS, AND ITS CATTLE AND ITS FISH, AND LEVIATHAN AND HIS REALM AND HIS BED AND HIS LAIRS, AND THE WORLD WHICH LAY UPON HIM, AND HIS MOTIONS AND THE DESTRUCTION 5. HE CAUSED THE WORLD. I SAW THERE THE RIVERS AND THEIR UPPER (REACHES) AND THEIR CIRCLES. 6. AND I SAW THERE THE GARDEN OF EDEN AND ITS FRUITS, AND THE SOURCE AND THE RIVER FLOWING FROM IT, AND ITS TREES AND THEIR FLOWERING, MAKING FRUITS, AND I SAW MEN DOING JUSTICE IN IT, THEIR FOOD AND THEIR REST. 7. AND I SAW THERE A GREAT CROWD OF MEN AND WOMEN AND CHILDREN, HALF OF THEM ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE PORTRAYAL, AND HALF OF THEM ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE PORTRAYAL. 	
CHAPTER 22	
1.(2.) AND I SAID, "ETERNAL, MIGHTY ONE! WHAT IS THIS PICTURE OF CREATION?" AND HE SAID TO ME, "THIS IS MY WILL WITH REGARD TO WHAT IS IN THE LIGHT AND IT WAS GOOD BEFORE MY FACE. AND THEN, AFTERWARD, I GAVE THEM A COMMAND BY MY WORD AND THEY CAME INTO EXISTENCE. WHATEVER I HAD DECREED WAS TO EXIST HAD ALREADY BEEN OUTLINED IN THIS AND ALL THE PREVIOUSLY CREATED (THINGS) YOU HAVE SEEN STOOD BEFORE 	AND I SAID, "O ETERNAL, MIGHTY ONE! WHAT IS THIS VISION AND PICTURE OF THE CREATURES?" AND HE SAID TO ME, "THIS IS MY WILL FOR THOSE WHO EXIST IN THE DIVINE WORLD-COUNSEL, FOR THUS IT SEEMED WELL-PLEASING IN MY SIGHT, AND SO AFTERWARDS I GAVE COMMANDMENT TO THEM THROUGH MY WORD. AND SO, IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHATEVER I HAD DETERMINED TO BE, WAS ALREADY PLANNED BEFOREHAND IN THIS PICTURE-VISION BEFORE YOU, AND IT HAS STOOD BEFORE ME BEFORE IT WAS CREATED, AS YOU HAVE SEEN." 3. ME." AND I SAID, "O SOVEREIGN, MIGHTY AND ETERNAL! WHY ARE THE PEOPLE IN THIS PICTURE ON THIS SIDE AND ON THAT?" AND HE SAID TO ME, "THESE WHO ARE ON THE LEFT SIDE ARE A MULTITUDE OF TRIBES WHO EXISTED PREVIOUSLY...AND AFTER YOU SOME (WHO HAVE BEEN) PREPARED FOR JUDGMENT AND ORDER, OTHERS FOR REVENGE AND PERDITION AND I SAID, "O LORD, MIGHTY AND ETERNAL! WHO ARE, THE PEOPLE IN THIS PICTURE ON THIS SIDE AND THAT?" AND HE SAID TO ME, "THOSE WHO ARE ON THE LEFT SIDE ARE ALL THOSE, BORN BEFORE YOUR DAY AND AFTERWARDS, SOME DESTINED FOR JUDGMENT AND RESTORATION, AND OTHERS FOR VENGEANCE AND CUTTING OFF AT THE END OF THE AGE. BUT THOSE ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE PICTURE, THEY ARE THE. PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN SET APART FOR ME, AND WHOM I HAVE ORDAINED TO BE BORN OF YOUR LINE AND CALLED MY PEOPLE, EVEN SOME OF THOSE WHO DERIVE FROM AZAZEL. 5. AT THE END OF THE AGE. THOSE ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE PICTURE ARE THE PEOPLE SET APART FOR ME OF THE PEOPLE WITH AZAZEL; THESE ARE THE ONES I HAVE PREPARED TO BE BORN OF YOU AND TO BE CALLED MY PEOPLE. 	
CHAPTER 23	
1. "LOOK AGAIN AT THE PICTURE: WHO IS THE ONE WHO SEDUCED EVE, NOW LOOK AGAIN IN THE PICTURE, AND SEE WHO IT IS WHO SEDUCED EVE, AND WHAT IS THE FRUIT OF THE TREE, AND YOU WILL KNOW WHAT IS TO BE, AND HOW IT SHALL BE WITH YOUR SEED AMONG THE PEOPLE AT THE END OF THE DAYS OF THE AGE, AND ALL THAT YOU CANNOT UNDERSTAND I WILL MAKE KNOWN TO YOU FOR YOU ARE WELL-PLEASING IN MY SIGHT, AND I WILL TELL YOU OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE KEPT IN MY HEART. 2. THE FRUIT OF THE TREE? AND YOU WILL KNOW WHAT WILL BE AND HOW MUCH WILL BE FOR 3. YOUR SEED IN THE LAST DAYS. AND WHAT YOU CANNOT UNDERSTAND, I WILL MAKE KNOWN TO YOU BECAUSE YOU HAVE BEEN PLEASING BEFORE MY FACE AND I WILL TELL YOU WHAT 4. I HAVE KEPT IN MY HEART." AND I LOOKED AT THE PICTURE, AND I LOOKED INTO THE PICTURE, AND MY EYES RAN TO THE SIDE OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN, AND I SAW THERE A MAN OF IMPOSING HEIGHT AND MIGHTY IN STATURE, INCOMPARABLE IN ASPECT, AND HE WAS EMBRACING A WOMAN, WHO LIKEWISE APPROXIMATED TO THE ASPECT OF HIS SIZE AND STATURE. AND THEY WERE STANDING UNDER A TREE OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN, AND THE FRUIT OF THIS TREE WAS LIKE A BUNCH OF GRAPES OF THE VINE. AND STANDING BEHIND THE TREE WAS ONE WHO HAD THE ASPECT OF A SERPENT HAVING HANDS AND FEET LIKE THOSE OF A MAN, AND WINGS ON ITS SHOULDERS, SIX PAIRS OF WINGS, SO THAT THERE WERE SIX WINGS ON THE RIGHT AND SIX ON THE LEFT. AND AS I CONTINUED LOOKING, I SAW THE MAN AND THE WOMAN EATING THE FRUIT FROM THE TREE. 5. SIDE OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN. AND I SAW THERE A MAN VERY GREAT IN HEIGHT AND TERRIBLE IN BREADTH, INCOMPARABLE IN ASPECT, ENTWINED WITH A WOMAN WHO WAS ALSO EQUAL 6. TO THE MAN IN ASPECT AND SIZE. AND THEY WERE STANDING UNDER A TREE OF EDEN, AND 7. THE FRUIT OF THE TREE WAS LIKE THE APPEARANCE OF A BUNCH OF GRAPES OF THE VINE. AND BEHIND THE TREE WAS STANDING (SOMETHING) LIKE A DRAGON IN FORM, BUT HAVING HANDS 8. AND FEET LIKE A MAN’S, ON HIS BACK SIX WINGS ON THE RIGHT AND SIX ON THE LEFT. AND HE WAS HOLDING THE GRAPES OF THE TREE AND FEEDING THEM TO THE TWO I SAW ENTWINED 9. WITH EACH OTHER. AND I SAID, "WHO ARE THESE TWO ENTWINED WITH EACH OTHER, OR WHO IS THIS BETWEEN THEM, AND WHAT IS THE FRUIT WHICH THEY ARE EATING, MIGHTY AND I SAID, "WHO ARE THESE WHO ARE EMBRACING, AND WHO IS THE ONE BETWEEN THEM WHO IS BEHIND THE TREE, AND WHAT IS THE FRUIT THAT THEY ARE EATING?" AND HE SAID, "THIS IS THE COUNCIL OF THE WORLD, THIS ONE IS ADAM, AND THIS ONE, WHO IS THEIR [SEXLESS] DESIRE UPON THE EARTH, IS EVE. BUT HE WHO IS BETWEEN THEM REPRESENTS UNGODLINESS AND THEIR BEGINNINGS ON THE WAY TO PERDITION, EVEN AZAZEL." 10. ONE, ETERNAL?" AND HE SAID. "THIS IS THE WORLD OF MEN, THIS IS ADAM AND THIS 11. IS THEIR THOUGHT ON EARTH, THIS IS EVE. AND HE WHO IS BETWEEN THEM IS THE IMPIETY 12. OF THEIR BEHAVIOR UNTO PERDITION, AZAZEL HIMSELF." AND I SAID. "ETERNAL MIGHTY ONE, WHY THEN DID YOU ADJUDGE HIM SUCH DOMINION THAT THROUGH HIS WORKS…AND I SAID, "O ETERNAL MIGHTY ONE! WHY HAVE YOU GIVEN SUCH AS HIM THE POWER TO DESTROY THE GENERATIONS OF MEN IN THEIR WORKS UPON THE EARTH?" AND HE SAID TO ME, "THOSE WHO WILL TO DO EVIL OVER THEM I GAVE HIM POWER, EVEN TO BE BELOVED OF THEM." 13. HE COULD RUIN HUMANKIND ON EARTH?" AND HE SAID TO ME, "HEAR, ABRAHAM! THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] DESIRE EVIL, AND ALL WHOM I HAVE HATED AS THEY COMMIT THEM- OVER THEM 	14. DID I GIVE HIM DOMINION, AND HE WAS TO BE BELOVED, OF THEM AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: "ETERNAL, MIGHTY ONE! WHY DID IT PLEASE YOU TO BRING IT ABOUT THAT EVIL SHOULD BE [SEXUALLY] DESIRED IN THE HEART OF MAN, BECAUSE YOU ARE ANGERED AT WHAT WAS CHOSEN BY YOU...HIM WHO DOES USELESS THINGS IN YOUR LIGHT(?)" AND I ANSWERED AND SAID, "O ETERNAL MIGHTY ONE! WHEREFORE IS IT YOUR WILL THAT EVIL SHOULD BE [SEXUALLY] DESIRED IN THE HEARTS OF MEN, SINCE YOU ARE INDEED ENANGERED OVER THAT WHICH YOU SEE? IT IS YOUR WILL, AND YOU ARE ANGRY WITH HIM WHO IS DOING WHAT IS UNPROFITABLE IN YOUR COUNSEL?" 
CHAPTER 24	
1. AND HE SAID TO ME THUS, "CLOSE TO THE NATIONS...FOR YOUR SAKE AND FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE SET APART AFTER YOU, THE PEOPLE OF YOUR TRIBE. AND HE SAID TO ME, "I AM ANGERED BY MANKIND ON YOUR ACCOUNT, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE WHO SHALL BE OF YOUR FAMILY HEREAFTER, FOR AS YOU CAN SEE IN THE PICTURE, THE BURDEN OF DESTINY IS PLACED UPON THEM, AND I SHALL TELL YOU WHAT SHALL BE, AND HOW MUCH SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS. LOOK NOW AT EVERYTHING IN THE PICTURE." 2. PICTURE, WHAT IS BURDENED ON THEM. AND I WILL EXPLAIN TO YOU WHAT WILL BE, AND 3. EVERYTHING THAT WILL BE IN THE LAST DAYS. LOOK NOW AT EVERYTHING IN THE PICTURE." 4. AND I LOOKED AND SAW THERE THE CREATURES THAT HAD COME INTO BEING BEFORE ME. AND I LOOKED AND SAW WHAT WAS BEFORE ME IN CREATION; I SAW ADAM AND EVE WITH HIM, AND I SAW THE CUNNING ADVERSARY, AND CAIN WHO ACTED [SEXUAL] LAWLESSLY THROUGH THE PROMPTINGS OF THE ADVERSARY, AND I SAW THE SLAUGHTERED ABEL, AND THE DESTRUCTION BROUGHT ABOUT AND CAUSED UPON HIM THROUGH THE LAWLESS [SEXUAL] ONE. AND I SAW IMPURITY AND THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] LUST AFTER IT, AND ITS [SEXUAL] POLLUTION AND THEIR [SEXUAL] JEALOUSIES, AND THE FIRE OF THEIR [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IN THE LOWEST PARTS OF THE EARTH. 5. AND I SAW, AS IT WERE, ADAM AND EVE WHO WAS WITH HIM, AND WITH THEM THE CRAFTY ADVERSARY AND CAIN, WHO HAD BEEN LED BY THE ADVERSARY TO BREAK THE [SEXLESS] LAW, AND (I SAW) THE MURDERED ABEL (AND) THE PERDITION BROUGHT ON HIM AND GIVEN 6. THROUGH THE LAWLESS [SEXUAL] ONE. AND I SAW THERE, FORNICATION AND THOSE WHO [SEXUALLY] DESIRED IT, AND ITS [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENT AND THEIR ZEAL; AND THE FIRE OF THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IN THE LOWER DEPTHS 7. OF THE EARTH. AND I SAW THERE, THEFT AND THOSE WHO HASTEN AFTER IT, AND THE SYSTEM. AND I SAW THEFT, AND THOSE WHO HASTEN AFTER IT, AND THE ARRANGEMENT OF THEIR RETRIBUTION, AT THE JUDGMENT OF THE GREAT ASSIZE. AND I SAW THERE, NAKED MEN WITH THEIR FOREHEADS AGAINST EACH OTHER, AND THEIR DISGRACE, AND THE [HOMOSEXUAL] PASSIONS WHICH THEY HAD FOR EACH OTHER, AND THEIR RETRIBUTION. AND I SAW [SEXUAL] DESIRE, AND IN HER HAND THE HEAD OF EVERY KIND OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS [JAMES 3:14-16; 4:1-6], AND HER SCORN AND [SEXUAL] CONTEMPT AND WASTE ASSIGNED TO PERDITION. 8. OF THEIR RETRIBUTION, THE JUDGMENT OF THE GREAT COURT. I SAW THERE, NAKED MEN, FOREHEAD TO FOREHEAD, AND THEIR SHAME AND THE HARM (THEY WROUGHT) AGAINST THEIR 9. FRIENDS AND THE RETRIBUTION. AND I SAW THERE, [SEXUAL] DESIRE, AND IN HER HAND (WAS) THE HEAD OF EVERY KIND OF [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS [JAMES 3:14-16; 4:1-6], AND HER TORMENT AND HER DISPERSAL DESTINED TO DESTRUCTION. 	
CHAPTER 25	
1. I SAW THERE THE LIKENESS OF THE IDOL OF JEALOUSY, LIKE A CARPENTER’S FIGURE SUCH AS MY FATHER USED TO MAKE, AND ITS BODY WAS OF GLITTERING COPPER, AND BEFORE IT AND I SAW THERE THE LIKENESS OF THE IDOL OF JEALOUSY, CARVED IN WOODWORK SUCH AS MY FATHER WAS WONT TO MAKE, AND ITS BODY WAS OF GLITTERING BRONZE WHICH COVERED THE WOOD. AND BEFORE IT I SAW A MAN WHO WAS WORSHIPPING THE IDOL, AND IN FRONT OF HIM THERE WAS AN ALTAR, AND UPON THE ALTAR A BOY SLAIN IN THE PRESENCE OF THE IDOL. 2. A MAN, AND HE WAS WORSHIPPING IT. AND (THERE WAS) AN ALTAR OPPOSITE IT AND BOYS 3. BEING SLAUGHTERED ON IT IN THE FACE OF THE IDOL. AND I SAID TO HIM, "WHAT IS THIS IDOL, OR WHAT IS THE ALTAR, OR WHO ARE THOSE BEING SACRIFICED, OR WHO IS THE SACRIFICER, OR WHAT IS THE HANDSOME TEMPLE WHICH I SEE, THE ART AND BEAUTY OF YOUR GLORY THAT 	43. AND I SAID TO HIM, "WHAT IS THIS IDOL AND THIS ALTAR, AND WHO IS HE WHO IS SACRIFICED? AND WHAT IS THIS GREAT BUILDING WHICH I SEE, BEAUTIFUL IN ART AND DESIGN, EVEN WITH A BEAUTY LIKE THAT WHICH LIES BENEATH YOUR THRONE?" 4. LIES BENEATH YOUR THRONE?" AND HE SAID, "HEAR, ABRAHAM! THIS TEMPLE WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN, THE ALTAR AND THE WORKS OF ART, THIS IS MY IDEA OF THE PRIESTHOOD OF THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF MY GLORY, WHERE EVERY PETITION OF MAN WILL ENTER AND DWELL; THE ASCENT OF KINGS AND PROPHETS AND WHATEVER SACRIFICE I DECREE TO BE MADE FOR ME. AND HE SAID, "HEAR ABRAHAM, FOR THAT WHICH YOU SEE IS THE TEMPLE, A COPY OF THAT WHICH IS IN THE HEAVENS, GLORIOUS IN ITS ASPECT AND BEAUTY, EVEN AS I SHALL GIVE IT TO THE SONS OF MEN TO ORDAIN A PRIESTHOOD FOR MY GLORIOUS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND IN WHICH THE PRAYERS OF MAN SHALL BE UTTERED, AND SACRIFICES OFFERED AS I ORDAIN TO YOUR PEOPLE, EVEN THOSE WHO SHALL ARISE OUT OF YOUR GENERATION. BUT THE IDOL WHICH YOU SAW IS THE [SEXUAL] IMAGE OF JEALOUSY, SET UP BY SOME OF THOSE WHO SHALL COME FORTH FROM YOUR OWN LOINS IN LATER DAYS. AND THE MAN WHO SACRIFICES IN MURDER IS HE WHO [SEXUALLY] POLLUTES MY TEMPLE AND SUCH ARE WITNESSES TO THE FINAL JUDGMENT, AND THEIR LOT HAS BEEN SET FROM THE BEGINNING OF CREATION." 5. AMONG MY COMING PEOPLE, EVEN OF YOUR TRIBE. AND THE BODY YOU SAW IS MY ANGER, BECAUSE THE PEOPLE WHO WILL COME TO ME OUT OF YOU WILL MAKE ME ANGRY. 6. AND THE MAN YOU SAW SLAUGHTERING IS HE WHO ANGERS ME, AND THE SACRIFICE IS A KILLING OF THOSE WHO ARE FOR ME A TESTIMONY OF THE JUDGMENT OF THE COMPLETION AT THE BEGINNING OF CREATION." 	
CHAPTER 26	
1. AND I SAID, "ETERNAL, MIGHTY ONE! WHY DID YOU ESTABLISH IT TO BE SO, AND I SAID, O ETERNAL MIGHTY ONE! WHY HAVE YOU ESTABLISHED THAT IT SHOULD BE SO, AND THEN PROCLAIMED THE KNOWLEDGE THEREOF?" AND HE SAID TO ME, "HEAR ABRAHAM, AND UNDERSTAND WHAT I SAY TO YOU, AND ANSWER MY QUESTION. WHY DID YOUR FATHER TERAH NOT LISTEN TO YOUR VOICE, AND WHY DID HE NOT CEASE FROM HIS IDOLATROUS PRACTICES, TOGETHER WITH HIS WHOLE HOUSE?" 2. CALL ON THE TESTIMONIES OF THIS ONE?" AND HE SAID TO ME, "HEAR, ABRAHAM, AND 3. UNDERSTAND WHAT I WILL EXPLAIN TO YOU, AND ANSWER WHATEVER I ASK YOU. WHY DID YOUR FATHER TERAH NOT OBEY YOUR VOICE AND ABANDON THE DEMONIC WORSHIP OF IDOLS 4. UNTIL HE PERISHED, AND ALL HIS HOUSE WITH HIM?" AND I SAID, "ETERNAL MIGHTY ONE, SURELY BECAUSE IT DID NOT PLEASE HIM TO OBEY ME, NOR DID I FOLLOW HIS WORKS." AND I SAID, "O ETERNAL ONE! IT WAS ENTIRELY BECAUSE HE DID NOT CHOOSE TO LISTEN TO MY VOICE, AND LIKEWISE I DID NOT CHOOSE TO LISTEN TO HIS COUNSEL." AND HE SAID TO ME, "THE WILL OF YOUR FATHER IS WITHIN HIM, AND YOUR OWN WILL IS WITHIN YOU, AND SO ALSO THE COUNSEL OF MY OWN WILL IS WITHIN ME, AND IS READY FOR THE COMING DAYS, EVEN BEFORE YOU HAVE ANY KNOWLEDGE OF THEM OR CAN SEE WITH YOUR EYES WHAT IS THE FUTURE OF THEM. NOW LOOK AGAIN INTO THE PICTURE, AND SEE HOW IT WILL BE WITH YOUR SEED." 5. AND HE SAID TO ME. "HEAR. ABRAHAM. AS THE COUNSEL OF YOUR FATHER IS IN HIM, AS 6. YOUR COUNSEL IS IN YOU, SO ALSO THE COUNSEL OF MY WILL IS READY. IN DAYS TO COME YOU WILL NOT KNOW THEM IN ADVANCE, NOR THE FUTURE (MEN) YOU WILL SEE WITH YOUR OWN EYES THAT THEY ARE OF YOUR SEED. LOOK AT THE PICTURE! 	
CHAPTER 27	
1. AND I LOOKED AND I SAW, AND BEHOLD THE PICTURE SWAYED. AND FROM ITS LIFT SIDE A CROWD OF HEATHENS RAN OUT AND THEY CAPTURED THE MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN AND I LOOKED AND SAW, AND BEHOLD THE PICTURE SWAYED AND FROM IT EMERGED, ON THE LEFT SIDE AN UNGODLY PEOPLE AND THEY PILLAGED THOSE WHO WERE ON THE RIGHT SIDE, MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN, AND SOME THEY MURDERED, AND OTHERS THEY KEPT AS SLAVES. AND I SAW THEM RUN TOWARDS THEM THROUGH FOUR 'ENTRANCES' AND THEY BURNED THE TEMPLE WITH FIRE, AND THE HOLY THINGS THAT WERE THEREIN WERE ALL PLUNDERED. 2. WERE ON ITS RIGHT SIDE. AND SOME THEY SLAUGHTERED AND OTHERS THEY KEPT WITH 3. THEM. BEHOLD I SAW (THEM) RUNNING TO THEM BY WAY OF FOUR ASCENTS AND THEY BURNED THE TEMPLE WITH FIRE, AND THEY PLUNDERED THE HOLY THINGS THAT WERE IN IT. 4. AND I SAID, "ETERNAL ONE, THE PEOPLE YOU RECEIVED FROM ME ARE BEING ROBBED. AND I SAID, "O ETERNAL ONE! BEHOLD, THE PEOPLE WHO SHALL SPRING FROM ME, AND WHOM YOU HAVE ACCEPTED, ARE PLUNDERED BY THESE UNGODLY MEN, AND SOME ARE KILLED, WHILST OTHERS THEY HOLD CAPTIVES AS SLAVES, AND THE TEMPLE THEY HAVE BURNED WITH FIRE, AND THE BEAUTIFUL THINGS THEREIN THEY HAVE ROBBED AND DESTROYED. IF THIS TO BE, WHY HAVE YOU SO TORN MY HEART?" 5. THE HORDES OF THE HEATHEN. THEY ARE KILLING SOME AND HOLDING OTHERS AS ALIENS, AND THEY BURNED THE TEMPLE WITH FIRE AND THEY ARE STEALING AND DESTROYING THE BEAUTIFUL 6. THINGS WHICH ARE IN IT. ETERNAL, MIGHTY ONE! IF THIS IS SO, WHY NOW HAVE YOU 7. AFFLICTED MY HEART AND WHY WILL IT BE SO?"	AND HE SAID TO ME, "LISTEN, ABRAHAM, ALL THAT YOU HAVE SEEN WILL HAPPEN ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR SEED WHO WILL (CONTINUALLY) PROVOKE ME BECAUSE OF THE BODY WHICH YOU SAW AND THE MURDER. AND HE SAID TO ME, "WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN SHALL HAPPEN ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR SEED, EVEN THOSE WHO ANGER ME BY REASON OF THE IDOL STATUE WHICH YOU SAW, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THE HUMAN SACRIFICE IN THE PICTURE, THROUGH THEIR EVIL ZEAL AND SCHEMES IN THE TEMPLE, AND AS YOU SAW IT, SO SHALL IT BE." 8. DEPICTED IN THE TEMPLE OF JEALOUSY, AND EVERYTHING YOU SAW WILL BE SO." AND I SAID. "ETERNAL, MIGHTY ONE! LET THE EVIL WORKS (DONE) IN INIQUITY NOW PASS BY. AND I SAID, "O ETERNAL, MIGHTY ONE! MAY THESE WORKS OF EVIL WROUGHT IN UNGODLINESS NOW PASS BY, AND RATHER SHOW ME THOSE WHO FULFILLED THE COMMANDMENTS, EVEN THE WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR OF A TRUTH YOU CAN DO THIS." 9. BUT MAKE COMMANDMENTS IN THEM MORE THAN HIS JUST WORKS. FOR YOU CAN DO 10. THIS." AND HE SAID TO ME, "AGAIN THE TIME OF JUSTICE WILL COME UPON THEM. AND HE SAID TO ME, "THE DAYS OF THE RIGHTEOUS ARE SEEN IN TYPE BY THE LIVES OF THOSE RIGHTEOUS RULERS WHO SHALL ARISE, AND WHOM I HAVE CREATED TO RULE AT THE TIMES APPOINTED, BUT KNOW THIS, THAT OUT OF THEM SHALL ARISE OTHERS WHO CARE ONLY FOR THEIR OWN INTERESTS, EVEN OF THE TYPE THAT I HAVE ALREADY SHOWN YOU. 11. FIRST THROUGH THE HOLINESS OF KINGS. AND I WILL JUDGE WITH JUSTICE THOSE WHOM I 12. CREATED EARLIER, TO RULE FROM THEM IN THEM. AND FROM THESE SAME ONES WILL COME MEN WHO WILL HAVE REGARD FOR THEM. AS I ANNOUNCED TO YOU AND YOU SAW." 	
CHAPTER 28	
1. AND I ANSWERED AND SAID, "MIGHTY, ETERNAL ONE, YOU WHO ARE SANCTIFIED BY YOUR POWER, BE MERCIFUL IN MY PETITION, SINCE FOR THIS YOU INFORMED ME AND I ANSWERED AND SAID, "O MIGHTY ONE! HALLOWED BE YOUR POWER! BE FAVORABLE TO MY PETITION AND SHOW ME, BECAUSE FOR THIS REASON YOU HAVE BROUGHT ME UP HERE, WHETHER WHAT I SAW SHALL HAPPEN TO THEM FOR A LONG TIME?" 2. SHOWED ME. SINCE YOU HAVE BROUGHT ME UP ON TO YOUR HEIGHT, THEREFORE INFORM ME, YOUR BELOVED, ABOUT WHATEVER I ASK: WILL WHAT I SAW BE THEIR LOT FOR LONG?" 3. (4.) AND HE SHOWED ME A MULTITUDE OF HIS PEOPLE. AND HE SAID TO ME, "FOR THIS REASON (IT IS) THROUGH THE FOUR ASCENTS YOU SAY (THAT) MY ANGER WILL BE. AND HE SHOWED ME A MULTITUDE OF HIS PEOPLE AND SAID TO ME, "ON THEIR ACCOUNT, THROUGH FOUR 'ENTRANCES' AS YOU SAW, I SHALL BE PROVOKED BY THEM, AND IN THESE SHALL MY RETRIBUTION FOR THEIR DEEDS BE ACCOMPLISHED. BUT IN THE FOURTH DESCENT OF ONE HUNDRED YEARS, EVEN ONE HOUR OF THE AGE, THE SAME IS A HUNDRED YEARS, THERE SHALL BE MISFORTUNE AMONG THE NATIONS, BUT ALSO FOR ONE HOUR THERE SHALL BE MERCY AND HONOR AMONG THOSE NATIONS. 5. OF THEM, AND IN THEM WILL BE RETRIBUTION FOR THEIR WORKS. AND IN THE FOURTH ASCENT IS ONE HUNDRED YEARS. AND ONE HOUR OF THE AGE WILL ALSO BE ONE HUNDRED YEARS IN EVIL AMONG THE HEATHEN AND AN HOUR IN THEIR MERCY, EVEN WITH REPROACHES AS AMONG THE HEATHEN." 	
CHAPTER 29	
1. AND I SAID, "ETERNAL, MIGHTY ONE! HOW LONG A TIME IS AN HOUR OF THE AGE?" AND I SAID, "O ETERNAL ONE! HOW LONG ARE THE HOURS OF THE AGE?" AND HE SAID, "TWELVE HOURS HAVE I ORDAINED FOR THIS PRESENT AGE OF UNGODLINESS TO RULE AMONG THE NATIONS AND WITHIN YOUR SEED, AND UNTIL THE END OF THE TIMES IT SHALL BE EVEN AS YOU SAW. AND NOW RECKON AND UNDERSTAND AND LOOK AGAIN INTO THE PICTURE. 2. AND HE SAID, "I DECREED TO KEEP TWELVE PERIODS OF THE IMPIOUS AGE AMONG THE HEATHENS AND AMONG YOUR SEED, AND WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN WILL BE UNTIL THE END OF 3. (4.) TIME. COUNT (IT) UP, AND YOU WILL UNDERSTAND. LOOK DOWN AT THE PICTURE." AND I LOOKED AND SAW A MAN GOING OUT FROM THE LEFT, THE HEATHEN SIDE. FROM THE SIDE OF THE HEATHEN WENT OUTMEN AND WOMEN AND CHILDREN, A GREAT CROWD, AND I LOOKED AND SAW A MAN GOING OUT FROM THE LEFT SIDE OF THE NATIONS AND THERE WENT OUT MEN AND WOMEN AND CHILDREN, FROM THE SIDE OF NATIONS, MANY HOSTS, AND WORSHIPPED HIM. AND WHILE I STILL LOOKED, THERE CAME MANY FROM THE RIGHT SIDE, AND SOME OF THESE INSULTED HIM, AND SOME OF THEM EVEN STRUCK HIM, BUT OTHERS HOWEVER WORSHIPPED HIM. AND AS I WATCHED, I SAW AZAZEL APPROACH HIM AND HE KISSED HIM ON THE FACE AND THEN STOOD BEHIND HIM. 5. WORSHIPPED HIM. AND WHILE I WAS STILL LOOKING, THOSE ON THE RIGHT SIDE CAME OUT, 6. AND SOME INSULTED THIS MAN, AND SOME STRUCK HIM AND OTHERS WORSHIPED HIM. AND I SAW THAT AS THEY WORSHIPED HIM AZAZEL RAN AND WORSHIPED AND, KISSING HIS FACE, 7. HE TURNED AND STOOD BEHIND HIM. AND I SAID, "ETERNAL, MIGHTY ONE! AND I SAID, "O ETERNAL ONE! WHO IS THE MAN INSULTED AND BEATEN, WHO IS WORSHIPPED BY THE NATIONS AND KISSED BY AZAZEL?" AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID, "HEAR ABRAHAM! THE MAN YOU SAW INSULTED AND BEATEN AND YET WORSHIPPED BY MANY, HE IS THE 'RELIEF' GRANTED BY THE NATIONS TO THE PEOPLE WHO PROCEED FROM YOU, IN THE LAST DAYS, IN THE TWELFTH HOUR OF THE AGE OF UNGODLINESS. BUT IN THE TWELFTH HOUR OF MY FINAL AGE WILL I SET UP THIS MAN FROM YOUR GENERATION, WHOM YOU SAW ISSUE FROM AMONG MY PEOPLE, AND ALL WHO FOLLOW WILL BECOME LIKE THIS MAN, AND SUCH AS ARE CALLED BY ME WILL JOIN THE OTHERS, EVEN THOSE WHO WILL TO CHANGE WITHIN THEMSELVES. AND AS FOR THOSE WHO EMERGE FROM THE LEFT SIDE OF THE PICTURE, THE MEANING IS THIS - THERE SHALL BE MANY FROM THE NATIONS WHO SHALL SET THEIR HOPES UPON HIM, BUT AS FOR THOSE WHOM YOU SAW FROM YOUR SEED ON THE RIGHT OF THE PICTURE WHO INSULTED HIM AND STRUCK HIM, MANY SHALL BE OFFENDED IN HIM, BUT SOME SHALL WORSHIP HIM. AND HE SHALL TEST THOSE OF YOUR SEED WHO HAVE WORSHIPPED HIM IN THE TWELFTH HOUR AT THE END, WITH A VIEW TO SHORTENING THE AGE OF UNGODLINESS. 8. MAN INSULTED AND BEATEN BY THE HEATHEN, WITH AZAZEL WORSHIPED?" AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID, "HEAR, ABRAHAM, THE MAN WHOM YOU SAY INSULTED AND BEATEN AND AGAIN WORSHIPED IS THE LIBERATION FROM THE HEATHEN FOR THE PEOPLE WHO WILL 9. BE (BORN) FROM YOU. IN THE LAST DAYS, IN THIS TWELFTH PERIOD OF THE AGE OF MY FULFILLMENT, I WILL SET UP THIS MAN FROM YOUR TRIBE, THE ONE 10. WHOM YOU HAVE SEEN FROM MY PEOPLE. ALL WILL IMITATE HIM… (YOU) CONSIDER 11. HIM AS ONE CALLED BY ME...(THEY) ARE CHANGED IN THEIR COUNSELS. AND THOSE YOU SAW COMING OUT FROM THE LEFT SIDE OF THE PICTURE AND WORSHIPPING HIM, THIS 12. (MEANS THAT) MANY OF THE HEATHEN WILL TRUST IN HIM. AND THOSE OF YOUR SEED YOU SAW ON THE RIGHT SIDE, SOME INSULTING HIM, SOME BEATING HIM, AND OTHERS WORSHIPING 13. HIM, MANY OF THEM SHALL BE OFFENDED BECAUSE OF HIM. IT IS HE WHO WILL TEST THOSE OF YOUR SEED WHO HAVE WORSHIPED HIM IN THE FULFILLMENT OF THE TWELFTH HOUR, IN THE 14. CURTAILING OF THE AGE OF IMPIETY. BEFORE THE AGE OF JUSTICE STARTS TO GROW, MY JUDGMENT WILL COME UPON THE HEATHEN WHO HAVE ACTED WICKEDLY THROUGH THE PEOPLE. BEFORE THE AGE OF THE RIGHTEOUS BEGINS TO GROW, MY JUDGMENT SHALL COME UPON THE LAWLESS [SEXUAL] PEOPLES THROUGH THE-PEOPLE OF YOUR SEED WHO HAVE BEEN SEPARATED UNTO ME. AND IN THOSE -DAYS I WILL BRING UPON ALL CREATURES OF THE EARTH TEN PLAGUES, THROUGH MISFORTUNE AND DISEASE AND THE SIGHING OF THEIR GRIEF. AND THIS SHALL BE BROUGHT UPON THE GENERATIONS OF MEN ON ACCOUNT OF THE PROVOCATION AND THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF MANKIND, WHEREBY THEY PROVOKE ME. AND THEN SHALL RIGHTEOUS MEN OF YOUR SEED SURVIVE IN THE NUMBER WHICH IS KEPT SECRET BY ME, AND WILL HASTEN THE COMING OF THE GLORY OF MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] TO THAT PLACE PREPARED BEFOREHAND FOR THEM, WHICH YOU SAW DEVASTATED IN THE PICTURE. AND THEY SHALL LIVE AND BE ESTABLISHED BY SACRIFICES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE AGE OF THE RIGHTEOUS, AND THEY SHALL REJOICE IN ME CONTINUALLY, AND RECEIVE THOSE WHO RETURN TO ME IN REPENTANCE, FOR GREAT SHALL BE THE INNER TORMENT OF THOSE WHO HAVE DESPITEFULLY USED THEM IN THIS WORLD, AS THEY OBSERVE THE HONOR PLACED UPON MY OWN IN THE DAY OF GLORY. 15. OF YOUR SEED WHO HAVE BEEN SET APART FOR ME. IN THOSE DAYS I WILL BRING UPON ALL EARTHLY CREATION TEN PLAGUES THROUGH EVIL AND DISEASE AND THE GROANING OF THE 16. BITTERNESS OF THEIR SOULS. SUCH WILL I BRING UPON THE GENERATIONS OF THOSE WHO ARE ON IT, OUT OF ANGER AND [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF THEIR CREATIONS WITH WHICH THEY PROVOKE ME. 17. AND THEN FROM YOUR SEED WILL BE LEFT THE RIGHTEOUS MEN IN THEIR NUMBER, PROTECTED BY ME, WHO STRIVE IN THE GLORY OF MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] TOWARD THE PLACE PREPARED BEFOREHAND 18. FOR THEM WHICH YOU SAW DESERTED IN THE PICTURE. AND THEY WILL LIVE, BEING AFFIRMED 19. BY THE SACRIFICES AND THE GIFTS OF JUSTICE AND TRUTH IN THE AGE OF JUSTICE. AND THEY WILL REJOICE FOREVER IN ME, AND THEY WILL DESTROY THOSE WHO HAVE DESTROYED THEM, THEY WILL REBUKE THOSE WHO HAVE REBUKED THEM THROUGH THEIR MOCKERY, AND THEY 20. WILL SPIT IN THEIR FACES. THOSE REBUKED BY ME WHEN THEY ARE TO SEE ME REJOICING 21. WITH MY PEOPLE FOR THOSE WHO REJOICE AND RECEIVE AND TRULY RETURN TO ME." SEE, ABRAHAM, WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN, HEAR WHAT YOU HAVE HEARD, KNOW WHAT YOU HAVE KNOWN. GO TO YOUR INHERITANCE! AND BEHOLD I AM WITH YOU FOREVER." SEE, ABRAHAM, WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN AND HEAR WHAT YOU HAVE HEARD, AND TAKE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL THAT YOU HAVE COME TO KNOW. GO TO YOUR HERITAGE, AND BEHOLD, I AM WITH YOU UNTO THE AGE." 
CHAPTER 30	
1. AND WHILE HE WAS STILL SPEAKING, I FOUND MYSELF ON THE EARTH, AND I SAID, "ETERNAL, MIGHTY ONE, I AM NO LONGER IN THE GLORY IN WHICH I WAS ABOVE, AND ALL 	59. BUT WHILE HE WAS STILL SPEAKING TO ME, I FOUND MYSELF ONCE AGAIN UPON THE EARTH, AND I SAID, "O ETERNAL ONE! I AM NO LONGER IN THE GLORY WHICH IS ON HIGH, AND THERE IS ONE MATTER WHICH MY SOUL LONGED TO KNOW AND UNDERSTAND WHICH HAS NOT BEEN REVEALED TO ME. 2. THAT MY SOUL [SEXLESS] DESIRED TO UNDERSTAND IN MY HEART I DO NOT UNDERSTAND." AND HE SAID TO ME, "I WILL EXPLAIN TO YOU THE THINGS YOU [SEXLESS] DESIRED IN YOUR HEART, FOR YOU HAVE SOUGHT TO KNOW THE TEN PLAGUES WHICH I PREPARED AGAINST THE HEATHEN, AND HE SAID TO ME, "WHAT YOUR HEART [SEXLESS] DESIRED I WILL TELL YOU, BECAUSE YOU HAVE SOUGHT TO SEE THE TEN PLAGUES WHICH I HAVE PREPARED FOR THE GODLESS NATIONS [ATHEISTIC], AND WHICH HAVE BEEN PRE-DETERMINED AT THE PASSING OVER OF THE TWELFTH HOUR OF THE AGE OF THE EARTH. HEAR THEREFORE WHAT I DIVULGE, AND SO SHALL IT COME TO PASS. THE FIRST IS THE DISTRESSING PAIN OF SICKNESS; THE SECOND, CONFLAGRATION OF MANY CITIES; THE THIRD, THE DESTRUCTION AND PESTILENCE OF ANIMALS; THE FOURTH, HUNGER OF THE WHOLE WORLD AND ITS PEOPLE; THE FIFTH, BY DESTRUCTION AMONG ITS RULERS, BY EARTHQUAKE AND THE SWORD; THE SIXTH, THE MULTIPLICATION OF HAIL AND SNOW; THE SEVENTH, WILD BESTS WILL BE THEIR GRAVE; THE EIGHTH, HUNGER AND PESTILENCE WILL ALTERNATE WITH DESTRUCTION; THE NINTH, PUNISHMENT BY THE SWORD AND FLIGHT IN DISTRESS; THE TENTH, THUNDER AND VOICES AND DESTRUCTIVE EARTHQUAKE. 3. PREPARED THEM BEFOREHAND IN THE PASSING OF THE TWELVE HOURS ON EARTH. HEAR WHAT 4. I TELL YOU, IT WILL BE THUS. THE FIRST: SORROW FROM MUCH NEED. THE SECOND: FIERY 5. CONFLAGRATIONS FOR THE CITIES. THE THIRD: DESTRUCTION BY PESTILENCE AMONG THE CATTLE. 6. THE FOURTH: FAMINE OF THE WORLD, OF THEIR GENERATION. THE FIFTH: AMONG THE RULERS, DESTRUCTION BY EARTHQUAKE AND THE SWORD. THE SIXTH: INCREASE OF HAIL AND SNOW. 7. THE SEVENTH: WILD BEASTS WILL BE THEIR GRAVE. THE EIGHTH: PESTILENCE AND HUNGER 8. WILL CHANGE THEIR DESTRUCTION. THE NINTH: EXECUTION BY THE SWORD AND FLIGHT IN DISTRESS. THE TENTH: THUNDER, VOICES, AND DESTROYING EARTHQUAKES. 
CHAPTER 31	
1. "AND THEN I WILL SOUND THE TRUMPET OUT OF THE AIR, AND I WILL SEND MY CHOSEN ONE, HAVING IN HIM ONE MEASURE OF ALL MY POWER, AND HE WILL SUMMON MY PEOPLE, AND THEN I WILL SOUND THE TRUMPET OUT OF THE AIR, AND WILL SEND MY ELECT ONE, HAVING IN HIM ALL MY POWER IN ONE MEASURE, AND HE SHALL SUMMON MY DESPISED PEOPLE FROM ALL NATIONS, AND I WILL SEND FIRE UPON THOSE WHO HAVE INSULTED THEM AND WHO HAVE RULED OVER THEM IN THIS AGE. AND I WILL GIVE THOSE WHO HAVE COVERED ME WITH MOCKERY TO THE SCORN OF THE COMING AGE, AND I HAVE PREPARED THEM TO BE FOOD FOR THE FIRES OF HADES, AND PERPETUAL FLIGHT THROUGH THE AIR IN THE UNDERWORLD, FOR THEY SHALL SEE THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE TRUE CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND THOSE WHOM HE NOW HONORS, AND THEY SHALL HE ASHAMED, FOR I HAD HOPED THAT THEY WOULD COME TO ME IN REPENTANCE, RATHER THAN LOVING STRANGE GODS, BUT THEY FORSOOK THE MIGHTY LORD, AND WENT THE WAY THAT THEY WILLED TO GO. 2. HUMILIATED BY THE HEATHEN. AND I WILL BURN WITH FIRE THOSE WHO MOCKED THEM AND RULED OVER THEM IN THIS AGE AND I WILL DELIVER THOSE WHO HAVE COVERED ME WITH 3. MOCKERY OVER TO THE SCORN OF THE COMING AGE. BECAUSE I HAVE PREPARED THEM (TO BE) FOOD FOR THE FIRE OF HADES, AND (TO BE) CEASELESS SOARING IN THE AIR OF THE UNDERWORLD (REGIONS) OF THE UTTERMOST DEPTHS, (TO BE) THE CONTENTS OF A WORMY 4. BELLY. FOR THE MAKERS WILL SEE IN THEM JUSTICE, (THE MAKERS) WHO HAVE CHOSEN MY [SEXLESS] DESIRE AND MANIFESTLY KEPT MY COMMANDMENTS, AND THEY WILL REJOICE WITH MERRYMAKING OVER THE DOWNFALL OF THE MEN WHO REMAIN AND WHO FOLLOWED AFTER THE 5. IDOLS AND AFTER THEIR MURDERS. FOR THEY SHALL PUTREFY IN THE BELLY OF THE CRAFTY 6. WORM AZAZEL, AND BE BURNED BY THE FIRE OF AZAZEL’S TONGUE. FOR I WAITED SO THEY 7. MIGHT COME TO ME, AND THEY DID NOT DEIGN TO. AND THEY GLORIFIED AN ALIEN (GOD). 8. AND THEY JOINED ONE TO WHOM THEY HAD NOT BEEN ALLOTTED, AND THEY ABANDONED THE LORD WHO GAVE THEM STRENGTH. 	
CHAPTER 32	
1. "THEREFORE, HEAR ABRAHAM, AND SEE, BEHOLD YOUR SEVENTH GENERATION. HEAR THEREFORE, ABRAHAM, AND SEE, FOR BEHOLD, IN THE SEVENTH GENERATION FROM YOU SHALL THEY LEAVE THE LAND OF THEIR SLAVERY, AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN ILL-TREATED AS IT WERE FOR AN HOUR OF THE AGE OF UNGODLINESS, AND THE NATION WHOM THEY SHALL SERVE I WILL JUDGE." 2. (3.) GO WITH YOU. AND THEY WILL GO OUT INTO AN ALIEN LAND. AND THEY WILL ENSLAVE THEM AND OPPRESS 4. THEM AS FOR ONE HOUR OF THE IMPIOUS AGE. BUT OF THE NATION 5. WHOM THEY SHALL SERVE I AM THE JUDGE." AND THE LORD SAID THIS TOO, "HAVE YOU HEARD, ABRAHAM, WHAT I TOLD YOU, WHAT YOUR TRIBE WILL ENCOUNTER IN THE LAST DAYS?" 6. ABRAHAM, HAVING HEARD, ACCEPTED THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF GOD IN HIS HEART, DOWN. AND EVERY HIGH TOWER AND THE BIRDS WHICH FLY WILL FALL…  
THE THUNDER, PERFECT MIND
I WAS SENT FORTH FROM THE POWER, 
AND I HAVE COME TO THOSE WHO REFLECT UPON ME, 
AND I HAVE BEEN FOUND AMONG THOSE WHO SEEK AFTER ME. 
LOOK UPON ME, YOU WHO REFLECT UPON ME, 
AND YOU HEARERS, HEAR ME. 
YOU WHO ARE WAITING FOR ME, TAKE ME TO YOURSELVES. 
AND DO NOT BANISH ME FROM YOUR SIGHT. 
AND DO NOT MAKE YOUR VOICE HATE ME, NOR YOUR HEARING. 
DO NOT BE IGNORANT OF ME ANYWHERE OR ANY TIME. BE ON YOUR GUARD! 
DO NOT BE IGNORANT OF ME. 
FOR I AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST. 
I AM THE HONORED ONE AND THE SCORNED ONE. 
I AM THE WHORE AND THE HOLY ONE. 
I AM THE WIFE AND THE VIRGIN. 
I AM <THE MOTHER> AND THE DAUGHTER. 
I AM THE MEMBERS OF MY MOTHER. 
I AM THE BARREN ONE 
AND MANY ARE HER SONS. 
I AM SHE WHOSE WEDDING IS GREAT, 
AND I HAVE NOT TAKEN A HUSBAND. 
I AM THE MIDWIFE AND SHE WHO DOES NOT BEAR. 
I AM THE SOLACE OF MY LABOR PAINS. 
I AM THE BRIDE AND THE BRIDEGROOM, 
AND IT IS MY HUSBAND WHO BEGOT ME. 
I AM THE MOTHER [VICTORIA] OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN] 
AND THE SISTER OF MY HUSBAND 
AND HE IS MY OFFSPRING. 
I AM THE SLAVE OF HIM WHO PREPARED ME. 
I AM THE RULER OF MY OFFSPRING. 
BUT HE IS THE ONE WHO BEGOT ME BEFORE THE TIME ON A BIRTHDAY. 
AND HE IS MY OFFSPRING IN (DUE) TIME, 
AND MY POWER IS FROM HIM. 
I AM THE STAFF OF HIS POWER IN HIS YOUTH, 
AND HE IS THE ROD OF MY OLD AGE. 
AND WHATEVER HE WILLS HAPPENS TO ME. 
I AM THE SILENCE THAT IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE 
AND THE IDEA WHOSE REMEMBRANCE IS FREQUENT. 
I AM THE VOICE WHOSE SOUND IS MANIFOLD 
AND THE WORD WHOSE APPEARANCE IS MULTIPLE. 
I AM THE UTTERANCE OF MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 
WHY, YOU WHO HATE ME, DO YOU [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ME, 
AND HATE THOSE WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ME? 
YOU WHO DENY ME, CONFESS ME, 
AND YOU WHO CONFESS ME, DENY ME. 
YOU WHO TELL THE TRUTH ABOUT ME, LIE ABOUT ME, 
AND YOU WHO HAVE LIED ABOUT ME, TELL THE TRUTH ABOUT ME. 
YOU WHO KNOW ME, BE IGNORANT OF ME, 
AND THOSE WHO HAVE NOT KNOWN ME, LET THEM KNOW ME. 
FOR I AM KNOWLEDGE AND IGNORANCE. 
I AM SHAME AND BOLDNESS. 
I AM SHAMELESS; I AM ASHAMED. 
I AM STRENGTH AND I AM FEAR. 
I AM WAR AND PEACE. 
GIVE HEED TO ME. 
I AM THE ONE WHO IS DISGRACED AND THE GREAT ONE. 
GIVE HEED TO MY POVERTY AND MY WEALTH. 
DO NOT BE [SEXUAL] ARROGANT TO ME WHEN I AM CAST OUT UPON THE EARTH, 
AND YOU WILL FIND ME IN THOSE THAT ARE TO COME. 
AND DO NOT LOOK UPON ME ON THE DUNG-HEAP 
NOR GO AND LEAVE ME CAST OUT, 
AND YOU WILL FIND ME IN THE KINGDOMS. 
AND DO NOT LOOK UPON ME WHEN I AM CAST OUT AMONG THOSE WHO 
ARE DISGRACED AND IN THE LEAST PLACES, 
NOR LAUGH AT ME. 
AND DO NOT CAST ME OUT AMONG THOSE WHO ARE SLAIN IN VIOLENCE. 
BUT I, I AM COMPASSIONATE AND I AM CRUEL. 
BE ON YOUR GUARD! 
DO NOT HATE MY OBEDIENCE 
AND DO NOT [SEXUALLY] LOVE MY SELF-CONTROL. 
IN MY WEAKNESS, DO NOT FORSAKE ME, 
AND DO NOT BE AFRAID OF MY POWER. 
FOR WHY DO YOU DESPISE MY FEAR 
AND [SEXUALLY] CURSE MY [SEXUAL] PRIDE? 
BUT I AM SHE WHO EXISTS IN ALL FEARS 
AND STRENGTH IN TREMBLING. 
I AM SHE WHO IS WEAK, 
AND I AM WELL IN A PLEASANT PLACE. 
I AM SENSELESS [BULLSHIT] AND I AM WISE. 
WHY HAVE YOU HATED ME IN YOUR COUNSELS? 
FOR I SHALL BE SILENT AMONG THOSE WHO ARE SILENT, 
AND I SHALL APPEAR AND SPEAK, 
WHY THEN HAVE YOU HATED ME, YOU GREEKS? 
BECAUSE I AM A BARBARIAN AMONG THE BARBARIANS? 
FOR I AM THE WISDOM OF THE GREEKS 
AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE BARBARIANS. 
I AM THE JUDGEMENT OF THE GREEKS AND OF THE BARBARIANS. 
I AM THE ONE WHOSE [SEXLESS] IMAGE IS GREAT IN EGYPT 
AND THE ONE WHO HAS NO [SEXLESS] IMAGE AMONG THE BARBARIANS. 
I AM THE ONE WHO HAS BEEN HATED EVERYWHERE 
AND WHO HAS BEEN [SEXLESSLY] LOVED EVERYWHERE. 
I AM THE ONE WHOM THEY CALL LIFE, 
AND YOU HAVE CALLED DEATH. 
I AM THE ONE WHOM THEY CALL [SEXLESS] LAW, 
AND YOU HAVE CALLED [SEXUAL] LAWLESSNESS. 
I AM THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE PURSUED, 
AND I AM THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE SEIZED. 
I AM THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE SCATTERED, 
AND YOU HAVE GATHERED ME TOGETHER. 
I AM THE ONE BEFORE WHOM YOU HAVE BEEN ASHAMED, 
AND YOU HAVE BEEN SHAMELESS TO ME. 
I AM SHE WHO DOES NOT KEEP FESTIVAL, 
AND I AM SHE WHOSE FESTIVALS ARE MANY. 
I, I AM GODLESS [ATHEISTIC], 
AND I AM THE ONE WHOSE GOD IS GREAT. 
I AM THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE REFLECTED UPON, 
AND YOU HAVE SCORNED ME. 
I AM UNLEARNED, 
AND THEY LEARN FROM ME. 
I AM THE ONE THAT YOU HAVE DESPISED, 
AND YOU REFLECT UPON ME. 
I AM THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE HIDDEN FROM, 
AND YOU APPEAR TO ME. 
BUT WHENEVER YOU HIDE YOURSELVES, 
I MYSELF WILL APPEAR. 
FOR WHENEVER YOU APPEAR, 
I MYSELF WILL HIDE FROM YOU. 
THOSE WHO HAVE [...] TO IT [...] SENSELESSLY [BULLSHIT] [...]. 
TAKE ME [... UNDERSTANDING] FROM GRIEF. 
AND TAKE ME TO YOURSELVES FROM UNDERSTANDING AND GRIEF. 
AND TAKE ME TO YOURSELVES FROM PLACES THAT ARE UGLY AND IN RUIN, 
AND ROB FROM THOSE WHICH ARE GOOD EVEN THOUGH IN UGLINESS. 
OUT OF SHAME, TAKE ME TO YOURSELVES SHAMELESSLY; 
AND OUT OF SHAMELESSNESS AND SHAME, 
UPBRAID MY MEMBERS IN YOURSELVES. 
AND COME FORWARD TO ME, YOU WHO KNOW ME 
AND YOU WHO KNOW MY MEMBERS, 
AND ESTABLISH THE GREAT ONES AMONG THE SMALL FIRST CREATURES. 
COME FORWARD TO CHILDHOOD, 
AND DO NOT DESPISE IT BECAUSE IT IS SMALL AND IT IS LITTLE. 
AND DO NOT TURN AWAY GREATNESSES IN SOME PARTS FROM THE SMALLNESSES, 
FOR THE SMALLNESSES ARE KNOWN FROM THE GREATNESSES. 
WHY DO YOU [SEXUALLY] CURSE ME AND HONOR ME? 
YOU HAVE WOUNDED AND YOU HAVE HAD MERCY. 
DO NOT SEPARATE ME FROM THE FIRST ONES WHOM YOU HAVE KNOWN. 
AND DO NOT CAST ANYONE OUT NOR TURN ANYONE AWAY 
[...] TURN YOU AWAY AND [... KNOW] HIM NOT. 
[...]. WHAT IS MINE [...]. 
I KNOW THE FIRST ONES AND THOSE AFTER THEM KNOW ME. 
BUT I AM THE MIND OF [...] AND THE REST OF [...]. 
I AM THE KNOWLEDGE OF MY INQUIRY, 
AND THE FINDING OF THOSE WHO SEEK AFTER ME, 
AND THE COMMAND OF THOSE WHO ASK OF ME, 
AND THE POWER OF THE POWERS IN MY KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE ANGELS, WHO HAVE BEEN SENT AT MY WORD, 
AND OF GODS IN THEIR SEASONS BY MY COUNSEL, 
AND OF SPIRITS OF EVERY MAN WHO EXISTS WITH ME, 
AND OF WOMEN WHO DWELL WITHIN ME. 
I AM THE ONE WHO IS HONORED, AND WHO IS PRAISED, 
AND WHO IS DESPISED SCORNFULLY. 
I AM PEACE, 
AND WAR HAS COME BECAUSE OF ME. 
AND I AM AN ALIEN AND A CITIZEN. 
I AM THE SUBSTANCE AND THE ONE WHO HAS NO SUBSTANCE. 
THOSE WHO ARE WITHOUT ASSOCIATION WITH ME ARE IGNORANT OF ME, 
AND THOSE WHO ARE IN MY SUBSTANCE ARE THE ONES WHO KNOW ME. 
THOSE WHO ARE CLOSE TO ME HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF ME, 
AND THOSE WHO ARE FAR AWAY FROM ME ARE THE ONES WHO HAVE KNOWN ME. 
ON THE DAY WHEN I AM CLOSE TO YOU, YOU ARE FAR AWAY FROM ME, 
AND ON THE DAY WHEN I AM FAR AWAY FROM YOU, I AM CLOSE TO YOU. 
[I AM ...] WITHIN. 
[I AM ...] OF THE NATURES. 
I AM [...] OF THE CREATION OF THE SPIRITS. 
[...] REQUEST OF THE SOULS. 
I AM CONTROL AND THE UNCONTROLLABLE. 
I AM THE UNION AND THE DISSOLUTION. 
I AM THE ABIDING AND I AM THE DISSOLUTION. 
I AM THE ONE BELOW, 
AND THEY COME UP TO ME. 
I AM THE JUDGMENT AND THE ACQUITTAL. 
I, I AM SINLESS [1ST JOHN 3:9], 
AND THE [TEMPTATION] ROOT OF [SEXUAL] SIN [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10 & JAMES 1:13-15] DERIVES FROM ME. 
I AM [SEXLESS] LUST IN (OUTWARD) APPEARANCE, 
AND INTERIOR SELF-CONTROL EXISTS WITHIN ME. 
I AM THE HEARING WHICH IS ATTAINABLE TO EVERYONE 
AND THE SPEECH WHICH CANNOT BE GRASPED. 
I AM A MUTE WHO DOES NOT SPEAK, 
AND GREAT IS MY MULTITUDE OF WORDS. 
HEAR ME IN GENTLENESS, AND LEARN OF ME IN ROUGHNESS. 
I AM SHE WHO CRIES OUT, 
AND I AM CAST FORTH UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH. 
I PREPARE THE BREAD AND MY MIND WITHIN. 
I AM THE KNOWLEDGE OF MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 
I AM THE ONE WHO CRIES OUT, 
AND I LISTEN. 
I APPEAR AND [...] WALK IN [...] SEAL OF MY [...]. 
I AM [...] THE DEFENSE [...]. 
I AM THE ONE WHO IS CALLED TRUTH 
AND INIQUITY [...]. 
YOU HONOR ME [...] AND YOU WHISPER AGAINST ME. 
YOU WHO ARE VANQUISHED, JUDGE THEM (WHO VANQUISH YOU) 
BEFORE THEY GIVE JUDGMENT AGAINST YOU, 
BECAUSE THE JUDGE AND PARTIALITY EXIST IN YOU. 
IF YOU ARE CONDEMNED [DAMNED] BY THIS ONE, WHO WILL ACQUIT YOU? 
OR, IF YOU ARE ACQUITTED BY HIM, WHO WILL BE ABLE TO DETAIN YOU? 
FOR WHAT IS INSIDE OF YOU IS WHAT IS OUTSIDE OF YOU, 
AND THE ONE WHO FASHIONS YOU ON THE OUTSIDE 
IS THE ONE WHO SHAPED THE INSIDE OF YOU. 
AND WHAT YOU SEE OUTSIDE OF YOU, YOU SEE INSIDE OF YOU; 
IT IS VISIBLE AND IT IS YOUR GARMENT. 
HEAR ME, YOU HEARERS 
AND LEARN OF MY WORDS, YOU WHO KNOW ME. 
I AM THE HEARING THAT IS ATTAINABLE TO EVERYTHING; 
I AM THE SPEECH THAT CANNOT BE GRASPED. 
I AM THE NAME OF THE SOUND 
AND THE SOUND OF THE NAME. 
I AM THE SIGN OF THE LETTER 
AND THE DESIGNATION OF THE DIVISION. 
AND I [...]. (3 LINES MISSING) 
[...] LIGHT [...]. 
[...] HEARERS [...] TO YOU 
[...] THE GREAT POWER. 
AND [...] WILL NOT MOVE THE NAME. 
[...] TO THE ONE WHO CREATED ME. 
AND I WILL SPEAK HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 
LOOK THEN AT HIS WORDS 
AND ALL THE WRITINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN COMPLETED. 
GIVE HEED THEN, YOU HEARERS 
AND YOU ALSO, THE ANGELS AND THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SENT, 
AND YOU, SPIRITS WHO HAVE ARISEN FROM THE DEAD. 
FOR I AM THE ONE WHO ALONE EXISTS, 
AND I HAVE NO ONE WHO WILL JUDGE ME. 
FOR MANY ARE THE PLEASANT FORMS WHICH EXIST IN NUMEROUS [SEXUAL] SINS, 
AND INCONTINENCES, 
AND DISGRACEFUL [SEXUAL] PASSIONS, 
AND FLEETING [SEXUAL] PLEASURES [1ST JOHN 2:15-17], 
WHICH (MEN) EMBRACE UNTIL THEY BECOME SOBER 
AND GO UP TO THEIR RESTING PLACE. 
AND THEY WILL FIND ME THERE, 
AND THEY WILL LIVE, 
AND THEY WILL NOT DIE AGAIN.
TRIMORPHIC PROTENNOIA
I AM PROTENNOIA, THE THOUGHT THAT DWELLS IN THE LIGHT. I AM THE MOVEMENT THAT DWELLS IN THE ALL, SHE IN WHOM THE ALL TAKES ITS STAND, THE FIRST-BORN AMONG THOSE WHO CAME TO BE, SHE WHO EXISTS BEFORE THE ALL. SHE (PROTENNOIA) IS CALLED BY THREE NAMES, ALTHOUGH SHE DWELLS ALONE, SINCE SHE IS PERFECT. I AM INVISIBLE WITHIN THE THOUGHT OF THE INVISIBLE ONE. I AM REVEALED IN THE IMMEASURABLE, INEFFABLE (THINGS). I AM INCOMPREHENSIBLE, DWELLING IN THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE. I MOVE IN EVERY CREATURE. I AM THE LIFE OF MY EPINOIA THAT DWELLS WITHIN EVERY POWER AND EVERY ETERNAL MOVEMENT, AND (IN) INVISIBLE LIGHTS AND WITHIN THE ARCHONS AND ANGELS AND DEMONS, AND EVERY SOUL DWELLING IN TARTAROS, AND (IN) EVERY MATERIAL SOUL. I DWELL IN THOSE WHO CAME TO BE. I MOVE IN EVERYONE AND I DELVE INTO THEM ALL. I WALK UPRIGHTLY, AND THOSE WHO SLEEP, I AWAKEN. AND I AM THE SIGHT OF THOSE WHO DWELL IN SLEEP. I AM THE INVISIBLE ONE WITHIN THE ALL. IT IS I WHO COUNSEL THOSE WHO ARE HIDDEN, SINCE I KNOW THE ALL THAT EXISTS IN IT. I AM NUMBERLESS BEYOND EVERYONE. I AM IMMEASURABLE, INEFFABLE, YET WHENEVER I WISH, I SHALL REVEAL MYSELF OF MY OWN ACCORD. I AM THE HEAD OF THE ALL. I EXIST BEFORE THE ALL, AND I AM THE ALL, SINCE I EXIST IN EVERYONE. I AM A VOICE SPEAKING SOFTLY. I EXIST FROM THE FIRST. I DWELL WITHIN THE SILENCE THAT SURROUNDS EVERY ONE OF THEM. AND IT IS THE HIDDEN VOICE THAT DWELLS WITHIN MY, WITHIN THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE, IMMEASURABLE THOUGHT, WITHIN THE IMMEASURABLE SILENCE. I DESCENDED TO THE MIDST OF THE UNDERWORLD, AND I SHONE DOWN UPON THE DARKNESS. IT IS I WHO POURED FORTH THE WATER. IT IS I WHO AM HIDDEN WITHIN RADIANT WATERS. I AM THE ONE WHO GRADUALLY PUT FORTH THE ALL BY MY THOUGHT. IT IS I WHO AM LADEN WITH THE VOICE. IT IS THROUGH ME THAT GNOSIS COMES FORTH. I DWELL IN THE INEFFABLE AND UNKNOWABLE ONES. I AM PERCEPTION AND KNOWLEDGE, UTTERING A VOICE BY MEANS OF THOUGHT. I AM THE REAL VOICE. I CRY OUT IN EVERYONE, AND THEY RECOGNIZE IT (THE VOICE), SINCE A SEED INDWELLS THEM. I AM THE THOUGHT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THROUGH ME PROCEEDED THE VOICE, THAT IS, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE EVERLASTING THINGS. I EXIST AS THOUGHT FOR THE ALL -- BEING JOINED TO THE UNKNOWABLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE THOUGHT -- I REVEALED MYSELF -- YES, I -- AMONG ALL THOSE WHO RECOGNIZE ME. FOR IT IS I WHO AM JOINED WITH EVERYONE BY VIRTUE OF THE HIDDEN THOUGHT AND AN EXALTED <VOICE>, EVEN A VOICE FROM THE INVISIBLE THOUGHT. AND IT IS IMMEASURABLE, SINCE IT DWELLS IN THE IMMEASURABLE ONE. IT IS A MYSTERY; IT IS UNRESTRAINABLE BY THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE ONE. IT IS INVISIBLE TO ALL THOSE WHO ARE VISIBLE IN THE ALL. IT IS A LIGHT DWELLING IN LIGHT. IT IS WE ALSO WHO ALONE HAVE SEPARATED FROM THE VISIBLE WORLD, SINCE WE ARE SAVED BY THE HIDDEN WISDOM, BY MEANS OF THE INEFFABLE, IMMEASURABLE VOICE. AND HE WHO IS HIDDEN WITHIN US PAYS THE TRIBUTES OF HIS FRUIT TO THE WATER OF LIFE. THEN THE SON WHO IS PERFECT IN EVERY RESPECT -- THAT IS, THE WORD WHO ORIGINATED THROUGH THAT VOICE; WHO PROCEEDED FROM THE HEIGHT; WHO HAS WITHIN HIM THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; WHO IS A LIGHT -- HE REVEALED THE EVERLASTING THINGS, AND ALL THE UNKNOWNS WERE KNOWN. AND THOSE THINGS DIFFICULT TO INTERPRET AND SECRET, HE REVEALED. AND AS FOR THOSE WHO DWELL IN SILENCE WITH THE FIRST THOUGHT, HE PREACHED TO THEM. AND HE REVEALED HIMSELF TO THOSE WHO DWELL IN DARKNESS, AND HE SHOWED HIMSELF TO THOSE WHO DWELL IN THE ABYSS, AND TO THOSE WHO DWELL IN THE HIDDEN TREASURIES, HE TOLD INEFFABLE MYSTERIES, AND HE TAUGHT UNREPEATABLE DOCTRINES TO ALL THOSE WHO BECAME SONS OF THE LIGHT. NOW THE VOICE THAT ORIGINATED FROM MY THOUGHT EXISTS AS THREE PERMANENCE’S: THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE MOTHER [VICTORIA], THE SON [JESUS]. EXISTING PERCEPTIBLY AS SPEECH, IT (VOICE) HAS WITHIN IT A WORD ENDOWED WITH EVERY <GLORY>, AND IT HAS THREE MASCULINITIES, THREE POWERS, AND THREE NAMES. THEY EXIST IN THE MANNER OF THREE... -- WHICH ARE QUADRANGELS -- SECRETLY WITHIN A SILENCE OF THE INEFFABLE ONE. IT IS HE ALONE WHO CAME TO BE, THAT IS, THE CHRIST. AND, AS FOR ME, I ANOINTED HIM AS THE GLORY OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT, WITH GOODNESS. NOW THE THREE, I ESTABLISHED ALONE IN ETERNAL GLORY OVER THE AEONS IN THE LIVING WATER, THAT IS, THE GLORY THAT SURROUNDS HIM WHO FIRST CAME FORTH TO THE LIGHT OF THOSE EXALTED AEONS, AND IT IS IN GLORIOUS LIGHT THAT HE FIRMLY PERSEVERES. AND HE STOOD IN HIS OWN LIGHT THAT SURROUNDS HIM, THAT IS, THE EYE OF THE LIGHT THAT GLORIOUSLY SHINES ON ME. HE PERPETUATED THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL AEONS, WHO AM I, THE THOUGHT OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], PROTENNOIA, THAT IS, BARBELO, THE PERFECT GLORY, AND THE IMMEASURABLE INVISIBLE ONE WHO IS HIDDEN. I AM THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT, AND IT IS THROUGH ME THAT THE ALL TOOK SHAPE, AND (I AM) THE MOTHER (AS WELL AS) THE LIGHT WHICH SHE APPOINTED AS VIRGIN, SHE WHO IS CALLED 'MEIROTHEA', THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE WOMB, THE UNRESTRAINABLE AND IMMEASURABLE VOICE. THEN THE PERFECT SON REVEALED HIMSELF TO HIS AEONS, WHO ORIGINATED THROUGH HIM, AND HE REVEALED THEM AND GLORIFIED THEM, AND GAVE THEM THRONES, AND STOOD IN THE GLORY WITH WHICH HE GLORIFIED HIMSELF. THEY BLESSED THE PERFECT SON, THE CHRIST, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN GOD. AND THEY GAVE GLORY, SAYING, "HE IS! HE IS! THE SON OF GOD! THE SON OF GOD! IT IS HE WHO IS! THE AEON OF AEONS, BEHOLDING THE AEONS WHICH HE BEGOT. FOR THOU HAST BEGOTTEN BY THINE OWN [SEXLESS] DESIRE! THEREFORE, WE GLORIFY THEE: MA MO O O O EIA EI ON EI! THE AEON OF AEONS! THE AEON WHICH HE GAVE!" THEN, MOREOVER, THE GOD WHO WAS BEGOTTEN GAVE THEM (THE AEONS) A POWER OF LIFE ON WHICH THEY MIGHT RELY, AND HE ESTABLISHED THEM. THE FIRST AEON HE ESTABLISHED OVER THE FIRST: ARMEDON, NOUSANIOS, ARMOZEL; THE SECOND HE ESTABLISHED OVER THE SECOND AEON: PHAIONIOS, AINIOS, OROIAEL; THE THIRD OVER THE THIRD AEON: MELLEPHANEUS, LOIOS, DAVEITHAI; THE FOURTH OVER THE FOURTH: MOUSANIOS, AMETHES, ELELETH. NOW THOSE AEONS WERE BEGOTTEN BY THE GOD WHO WAS BEGOTTEN - THE CHRIST - AND THESE AEONS RECEIVED AS WELL AS GAVE GLORY. THEY WERE THE FIRST TO APPEAR, EXALTED IN THEIR THOUGHT, AND EACH AEON GAVE MYRIADS OF GLORIES WITHIN GREAT UNTRACEABLE LIGHTS, AND THEY ALL TOGETHER BLESSED THE PERFECT SON, THE GOD WHO WAS BEGOTTEN. THEN THERE CAME FORTH A WORD FROM THE GREAT LIGHT ELELETH, AND SAID, "I AM KING! WHO BELONGS TO CHAOS AND WHO BELONGS TO THE UNDERWORLD?" AND AT THAT INSTANT, HIS LIGHT APPEARED, RADIANT, ENDOWED WITH THE EPINOIA. THE POWERS OF THE POWERS DID NOT ENTREAT HIM, AND LIKEWISE IMMEDIATELY THERE APPEARED THE GREAT DEMON WHO RULES OVER THE LOWEST PART OF THE UNDERWORLD AND CHAOS. HE HAS NEITHER FORM NOR PERFECTION, BUT, ON THE CONTRARY, POSSESSES THE FORM OF THE GLORY OF THOSE BEGOTTEN IN THE DARKNESS. NOW HE IS CALLED 'SAKLAS', THAT IS, 'SAMAEL', 'YALTABAOTH', HE WHO HAD TAKEN POWER; WHO HAD SNATCHED IT AWAY FROM THE INNOCENT ONE (SOPHIA); WHO HAD EARLIER OVERPOWERED HER WHO IS THE LIGHT`S EPINOIA WHO HAD DESCENDED, HER FROM WHOM HE HAD COME FORTH FROM ORIGINALLY. NOW WHEN THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT REALIZED THAT HE (YALTABAOTH) HAD BEGGED HIM (THE LIGHT) FOR ANOTHER ORDER, EVEN THOUGH HE WAS LOWER THAN SHE, SHE SAID, "GIVE ME ANOTHER ORDER, SO THAT YOU MAY BECOME FOR ME A DWELLING PLACE, LEST I DWELL IN DISORDER FOREVER." AND THE ORDER OF THE ENTIRE HOUSE OF GLORY WAS AGREED UPON HER WORD. A BLESSING WAS BROUGHT FOR HER AND THE HIGHER ORDER RELEASED IT TO HER. AND THE GREAT DEMON BEGAN TO PRODUCE AEONS IN THE LIKENESS OF THE REAL AEONS, EXCEPT THAT HE PRODUCED THEM OUT OF HIS OWN POWER. THEN I TOO REVEALED MY VOICE SECRETLY, SAYING, "CEASE! DESIST, (YOU) WHO TREAD ON MATTER; FOR BEHOLD, I AM COMING DOWN TO THE WORLD OF MORTALS FOR THE SAKE OF MY PORTION THAT WAS IN THAT PLACE FROM THE TIME WHEN THE INNOCENT SOPHIA WAS CONQUERED, SHE WHO DESCENDED, SO THAT I MIGHT THWART THEIR AIM WHICH THE ONE REVEALED BY HER APPOINTS." AND ALL WERE DISTURBED, EACH ONE WHO DWELLS IN THE HOUSE OF THE IGNORANT LIGHT, AND THE ABYSS TREMBLED. AND THE ARCHIGENETOR OF IGNORANCE REIGNED OVER CHAOS AND THE UNDERWORLD, AND PRODUCED A MAN IN MY LIKENESS. BUT HE NEITHER KNEW THAT THAT ONE WOULD BECOME FOR HIM A SENTENCE OF DISSOLUTION, NOR DOES HE RECOGNIZE THE POWER IN HIM. BUT NOW I HAVE COME DOWN AND REACHED DOWN TO CHAOS. AND I WAS WITH MY OWN WHO WERE IN THAT PLACE. I AM HIDDEN WITHIN THEM, EMPOWERING THEM, GIVING THEM SHAPE. AND FROM THE FIRST DAY UNTIL THE DAY WHEN I WILL GRANT MIGHTY GLORY TO THOSE WHO ARE MINE, I WILL REVEAL MYSELF TO THOSE WHO HAVE HEARD MY MYSTERIES, THAT IS, THE SONS OF THE LIGHT. I AM THEIR FATHER [STEPHEN], AND I SHALL TELL YOU A MYSTERY, INEFFABLE AND INDIVULGEABLE BY ANY MOUTH: EVERY BOND I, LOOSED FROM YOU, AND THE CHAINS OF THE DEMONS OF THE UNDERWORLD I BROKE, THESE THINGS WHICH ARE BOUND ON MY MEMBERS, RESTRAINING THEM. AND THE HIGH WALLS OF DARKNESS I OVERTHREW, AND THE SECURE GATES OF THOSE PITILESS ONES I BROKE, AND I SMASHED THEIR BARS. AND THE EVIL FORCE, AND THE ONE WHO BEATS YOU, AND THE ONE WHO HINDERS YOU, AND THE TYRANT, AND THE ADVERSARY, AND THE ONE WHO IS KING, AND THE PRESENT ENEMY, INDEED ALL THESE I EXPLAINED TO THOSE WHO ARE MINE, WHO ARE THE SONS OF THE LIGHT, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT NULLIFY THEM ALL, AND BE SAVED FROM ALL THOSE BONDS, AND ENTER INTO THE PLACE WHERE THEY WERE AT FIRST. I AM THE FIRST ONE WHO DESCENDED ON ACCOUNT OF MY PORTION WHICH REMAINS, THAT IS, THE SPIRIT THAT DWELLS IN THE SOUL, WHICH ORIGINATED FROM THE WATER OF LIFE, AND OUT OF THE IMMERSION OF THE MYSTERIES. AND I SPOKE, I, TOGETHER WITH THE ARCHONS AND AUTHORITIES. FOR I HAD GONE DOWN BELOW THEIR LANGUAGE, AND I SPOKE MY MYSTERIES TO MY OWN - A HIDDEN MYSTERY - AND THE BONDS AND ETERNAL OBLIVION WERE NULLIFIED. AND I BORE FRUIT IN THEM, THAT IS, THE THOUGHT OF THE UNCHANGING AEON, AND MY HOUSE, AND THEIR FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND I WENT DOWN TO THOSE WHO WERE MINE FROM THE FIRST, AND I REACHED THEM AND BROKE THE FIRST STRANDS THAT ENSLAVED THEM. THEN EVERYONE OF THOSE WITHIN ME SHONE, AND I PREPARED A PATTERN FOR THOSE INEFFABLE LIGHTS THAT ARE WITHIN ME. AMEN. 
THE DISCOURSE OF PROTENNOIA: ONE
I AM THE VOICE THAT APPEARED THROUGH MY THOUGHT, FOR I AM 'HE WHO IS SYZYGETIC' SINCE I AM CALLED 'THE THOUGHT OF THE INVISIBLE ONE'. SINCE I AM CALLED 'THE UNCHANGING SPEECH', I AM CALLED 'SHE WHO IS SYZYGETIC'. I AM A SINGLE ONE, SINCE I AM UNDEFILED. I AM THE MOTHER OF THE VOICE, SPEAKING IN MANY WAYS, COMPLETING THE ALL. IT IS IN ME THAT KNOWLEDGE DWELLS, THE KNOWLEDGE OF <THINGS> EVERLASTING. IT IS I WHO SPEAK WITHIN EVERY CREATURE, AND I WAS KNOWN BY THE ALL. IT IS I WHO LIFT UP THE SPEECH OF THE VOICE TO THE EARS OF THOSE WHO HAVE KNOWN ME, THAT IS, THE SONS OF THE LIGHT. NOW I HAVE COME THE SECOND TIME IN THE LIKENESS OF A FEMALE, AND HAVE SPOKEN WITH THEM. AND I SHALL TELL THEM OF THE COMING END OF THE AEON AND TEACH THEM OF THE BEGINNING OF THE AEON TO COME, THE ONE WITHOUT CHANGE, THE ONE IN WHICH OUR APPEARANCE WILL BE CHANGED. WE SHALL BE PURIFIED WITHIN THOSE AEONS FROM WHICH I REVEALED MYSELF IN THE THOUGHT OF THE LIKENESS OF MY MASCULINITY. I SETTLED AMONG THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY IN THE THOUGHT OF MY CHANGELESS AEON. FOR I SHALL TELL YOU A MYSTERY OF THIS PARTICULAR AEON, AND TELL YOU ABOUT THE FORCES THAT ARE IN IT. THE BIRTH BECKONS; HOUR BEGETS HOUR, DAY BEGETS DAY. THE MONTHS MADE KNOWN THE MONTH. TIME, HAS GONE [A] ROUND SUCCEEDING TIME. THIS PARTICULAR AEON WAS COMPLETED IN THIS FASHION, AND IT WAS ESTIMATED, AND IT (WAS) SHORT, FOR IT WAS A FINGER THAT RELEASED A FINGER, AND A JOINT THAT WAS SEPARATED FROM A JOINT. THEN, WHEN THE GREAT AUTHORITIES KNEW THAT THE TIME OF FULFILLMENT HAD APPEARED - JUST AS IN THE PANGS OF THE PARTURIENT IT (THE TIME) HAS DRAWN NEAR, SO ALSO HAD THE DESTRUCTION APPROACHED - ALL TOGETHER THE ELEMENTS TREMBLED, AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE UNDERWORLD AND THE CEILINGS OF CHAOS SHOOK, AND A GREAT FIRE SHONE WITHIN THEIR MIDST, AND THE ROCKS AND THE EARTH WERE SHAKEN LIKE A REED SHAKEN BY THE WIND. AND THE LOTS OF FATE AND THOSE WHO APPORTION THE DOMICILES WERE GREATLY DISTURBED OVER A GREAT THUNDER. AND THE THRONES OF THE POWERS WERE DISTURBED, SINCE THEY WERE OVERTURNED, AND THEIR KING WAS AFRAID. AND THOSE WHO PURSUE FATE PAID THEIR ALLOTMENT OF VISITS TO THE PATH, AND THEY SAID TO THE POWERS, "WHAT IS THIS DISTURBANCE AND THIS SHAKING THAT HAS COME UPON US THROUGH A VOICE <BELONGING> TO THE EXALTED SPEECH? AND OUR ENTIRE HABITATION HAS BEEN SHAKEN, AND THE ENTIRE CIRCUIT OF THE PATH OF ASCENT HAS MET WITH DESTRUCTION, AND THE PATH UPON WHICH WE GO, WHICH TAKES US UP TO THE ARCHGENITOR OF OUR BIRTH, HAS CEASED TO BE ESTABLISHED FOR US." THEN THE POWERS ANSWERED, SAYING, "WE TOO ARE AT LOSS ABOUT IT, SINCE WE DID NOT KNOW WHAT WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR IT. BUT ARISE, LET US GO UP TO THE ARCHGENITOR AND ASK HIM." AND THE POWERS ALL GATHERED AND WENT UP TO THE ARCHGENITOR. THEY SAID TO HIM, "WHERE IS YOUR BOASTING IN WHICH YOU BOAST? DID WE NOT HEAR YOU SAY, "I AM GOD, AND I AM YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN], AND IT IS I WHO BEGOT YOU AND THERE IS NONE BESIDE ME"? NOW BEHOLD, THERE HAS APPEARED A VOICE BELONGING TO THAT INVISIBLE SPEECH OF THE AEON WHICH WE KNOW NOT. AND WE OURSELVES DID NOT RECOGNIZE TO WHOM WE BELONG, FOR THAT VOICE WHICH WE LISTENED TO IS FOREIGN TO US, AND WE DID NOT RECOGNIZE IT; WE DID NOT KNOW WHENCE IT WAS. IT CAME AND PUT FEAR IN OUR MIDST AND WEAKENING IN THE MEMBERS OF OUR ARMS. SO NOW LET US WEEP AND MOURN MOST BITTERLY! AS FOR THE FUTURE, LET US MAKE OUR ENTIRE FLIGHT BEFORE WE ARE IMPRISONED PERFORCE, AND TAKEN DOWN TO THE BOSOM OF THE UNDERWORLD. FOR ALREADY THE SLACKENING OF OUR BONDAGE HAS APPROACHED, AND THE TIMES ARE CUT SHORT, AND THE DAYS HAVE SHORTENED, AND OUR TIME HAS BEEN FULFILLED, AND THE WEEPING OF OUR DESTRUCTION HAS APPROACHED US, SO THAT WE MAY BE TAKEN TO THE PLACE WE RECOGNIZE. FOR AS FOR OUR TREE FROM WHICH WE GREW, A FRUIT OF IGNORANCE IS WHAT IT HAS; AND ALSO, ITS LEAVES, IT IS DEATH THAT DWELLS IN THEM, AND DARKNESS DWELLS UNDER THE SHADOW OF ITS BOUGHS. AND IT WAS IN DECEIT AND [SEXUAL] LUST THAT WE HARVESTED IT, THIS (TREE) THROUGH WHICH IGNORANT CHAOS BECAME FOR US A DWELLING PLACE. FOR BEHOLD, EVEN HE, THE ARCHGENITOR OF OUR BIRTH, ABOUT WHOM WE BOAST, EVEN HE DID NOT KNOW THIS SPEECH." SO NOW, O SONS OF THE THOUGHT, LISTEN TO ME, TO THE SPEECH OF THE MOTHER OF YOUR MERCY, FOR YOU HAVE BECOME WORTHY OF THE MYSTERY HIDDEN FROM THE AEONS, SO THAT YOU MIGHT RECEIVE IT. AND THE CONSUMMATION OF THIS PARTICULAR AEON AND OF THE EVIL LIFE HAS APPROACHED, AND THERE DAWNS THE BEGINNING OF THE AEON TO COME, WHICH HAS NO CHANGE FOREVER. I AM ANDROGYNOUS. I AM MOTHER [VICTORIA] (AND) I AM FATHER [STEVE], SINCE I COPULATE [DIVINELY PLAY] WITH MYSELF. I COPULATED [SEXLESSLY SCREW] WITH MYSELF AND WITH THOSE WHO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE ME, AND IT IS THROUGH ME ALONE THAT THE ALL STANDS FIRM. I AM THE WOMB THAT GIVES SHAPE TO THE ALL BY GIVING BIRTH TO THE LIGHT THAT SHINES IN SPLENDOR. I AM THE AEON TO COME. I AM THE FULFILLMENT OF THE ALL, THAT IS, MEIROTHEA, THE GLORY OF THE MOTHER. I CAST VOICED SPEECH INTO THE EARS OF THOSE WHO KNOW ME. AND I AM INVITING YOU INTO THE EXALTED, PERFECT LIGHT. MOREOVER, (AS FOR) THIS (LIGHT), WHEN YOU ENTER IT, YOU WILL BE GLORIFIED BY THOSE WHO GIVE GLORY, AND THOSE WHO ENTHRONE WILL ENTHRONE YOU. YOU WILL ACCEPT ROBES FROM THOSE WHO GIVE ROBES, AND THE BAPTIZERS WILL BAPTIZE YOU, AND YOU WILL BECOME GLORIOUSLY GLORIOUS, THE WAY YOU FIRST WERE WHEN YOU WERE <LIGHT>. AND I HID MYSELF IN EVERYONE AND REVEALED MYSELF WITHIN THEM, AND EVERY MIND SEEKING ME LONGED FOR ME, FOR IT IS I WHO GAVE SHAPE TO THE ALL WHEN IT HAD NO FORM. AND I TRANSFORMED THEIR FORMS INTO (OTHER) FORMS, UNTIL THE TIME WHEN A FORM WILL BE GIVEN TO THE ALL. IT IS THROUGH ME THAT THE VOICE ORIGINATED, AND IT IS I WHO PUT THE BREATH WITHIN MY OWN. AND I CAST INTO THEM THE ETERNALLY HOLY SPIRIT, AND I ASCENDED AND ENTERED MY LIGHT. I WENT UP UPON MY BRANCH AND SAT THERE AMONG THE SONS OF THE HOLY LIGHT. AND I WITHDREW TO THEIR DWELLING PLACE WHICH [...] BECOME GLORIOUS [...]. AMEN. 
ON FATE: TWO
I AM THE WORD WHO DWELLS IN THE INEFFABLE VOICE. I DWELL IN UNDEFILED LIGHT AND A THOUGHT REVEALED ITSELF PERCEPTIBLY THROUGH THE GREAT SPEECH OF THE MOTHER, ALTHOUGH IT IS A MALE OFFSPRING THAT SUPPORTS ME AS MY FOUNDATION. AND IT (THE SPEECH) EXISTS FROM THE BEGINNING IN THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE ALL. BUT THERE IS A LIGHT THAT DWELLS HIDDEN IN SILENCE, AND IT WAS FIRST TO COME FORTH. WHEREAS SHE (THE MOTHER) ALONE EXISTS AS SILENCE, I ALONE AM THE WORD, INEFFABLE, [SEXLESS] UNPOLLUTED, IMMEASURABLE, INCONCEIVABLE. IT (THE WORD) IS A HIDDEN LIGHT, BEARING A FRUIT OF LIFE, POURING FORTH A LIVING WATER FROM THE INVISIBLE, [SEXLESS] UNPOLLUTED, IMMEASURABLE SPRING, THAT IS, THE UNREPRODUCIBLE VOICE OF THE GLORY OF THE MOTHER, THE GLORY OF THE [SEXLESS] OFFSPRING OF GOD [ACTS 17:22-30]; A MALE VIRGIN BY VIRTUE OF A HIDDEN INTELLECT, THAT IS, THE SILENCE HIDDEN FROM THE ALL, BEING UNREPRODUCIBLE, AN IMMEASURABLE LIGHT, THE SOURCE OF THE ALL, THE ROOT OF THE ENTIRE AEON. IT IS THE FOUNDATION THAT SUPPORTS EVERY MOVEMENT OF THE AEONS THAT BELONG TO THE MIGHTY GLORY. IT IS THE FOUNDATION OF EVERY FOUNDATION. IT IS THE BREATH OF THE POWERS. IT IS THE EYE OF THE THREE PERMANENCE’S, WHICH EXIST AS VOICE BY VIRTUE OF THOUGHT. AND IT IS A WORD BY VIRTUE OF SPEECH; IT WAS SENT TO ILLUMINE THOSE WHO DWELL IN THE DARKNESS. NOW BEHOLD! I WILL REVEAL TO YOU MY MYSTERIES, SINCE YOU ARE MY FELLOW BRETHREN, AND YOU SHALL KNOW THEM ALL. (5 LINES MISSING) I TOLD ALL OF THEM ABOUT MY MYSTERIES THAT EXIST IN THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE, INEXPRESSIBLE AEONS. I TAUGHT THEM THE MYSTERIES THROUGH THE VOICE THAT EXISTS WITHIN A PERFECT INTELLECT, AND I BECAME A FOUNDATION FOR THE ALL, AND I EMPOWERED THEM. THE SECOND TIME I CAME IN THE SPEECH OF MY VOICE. I GAVE SHAPE TO THOSE WHO TOOK SHAPE, UNTIL THEIR CONSUMMATION. THE THIRD TIME I REVEALED MYSELF TO THEM IN THEIR TENTS AS WORD, AND I REVEALED MYSELF IN THE LIKENESS OF THEIR SHAPE. AND I WORE EVERYONE'S GARMENT, AND I HID MYSELF WITHIN THEM, AND THEY DID NOT KNOW THE ONE WHO EMPOWERS ME. FOR I DWELL WITHIN ALL THE SOVEREIGNTIES AND POWERS, AND WITHIN THE ANGELS, AND IN EVERY MOVEMENT THAT EXISTS IN ALL MATTER. AND I HID MYSELF WITHIN THEM UNTIL I REVEALED MYSELF TO MY BRETHREN. AND NONE OF THEM (THE POWERS) KNEW ME, ALTHOUGH IT IS I WHO WORK IN THEM. RATHER, THEY THOUGHT THAT THE ALL WAS CREATED BY THEM, SINCE THEY ARE IGNORANT, NOT KNOWING THEIR ROOT, THE PLACE IN WHICH THEY GREW. I AM THE LIGHT THAT ILLUMINES THE ALL. I AM THE LIGHT THAT REJOICES IN MY BRETHREN, FOR I CAME DOWN TO THE WORLD OF MORTALS ON ACCOUNT OF THE SPIRIT THAT REMAINS IN THAT WHICH DESCENDED (AND) CAME FORTH FROM THE INNOCENT SOPHIA. I CAME, AND I DELIVERED [...], AND I WENT TO... (5 LINES MISSING) ...WHICH HE HAD FORMERLY, AND I GAVE TO HIM FROM THE WATER OF LIFE, WHICH STRIPS HIM OF THE CHAOS THAT IS IN THE UTTERMOST DARKNESS THAT EXISTS INSIDE THE ENTIRE ABYSS, THAT IS, THE THOUGHT OF THE CORPOREAL AND THE PSYCHIC. ALL THESE I PUT ON. AND I STRIPPED HIM OF IT, AND I PUT UPON HIM A SHINING LIGHT, THAT IS, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE THOUGHT OF THE FATHERHOOD. AND I DELIVERED HIM TO THOSE WHO GIVE ROBES - YAMMON, ELASSO, AMENAI - AND THEY COVERED HIM WITH A ROBE FROM THE ROBES OF THE LIGHT; AND I DELIVERED HIM TO THE BAPTIZERS, AND THEY BAPTIZED HIM - MICHEUS, MICHAR, MNESINOUS - AND THEY IMMERSED HIM IN THE SPRING OF THE WATER OF LIFE. AND I DELIVERED HIM TO THOSE WHO ENTHRONE - BARIEL, NOUTHAN, SABENAI - AND THEY ENTHRONED HIM FROM THE THRONE OF GLORY. AND I DELIVERED HIM TO THOSE WHO GLORIFY - ARIOM, ELIEN, PHARIEL - AND THEY GLORIFIED HIM WITH THE GLORY OF THE FATHERHOOD. AND THOSE WHO SNATCH AWAY SNATCHED AWAY - KAMALIEL, [...]ANEN, SAMBLO, AND THE SERVANTS OF <THE> GREAT HOLY LUMINARIES - AND THEY TOOK HIM INTO THE LIGHT-PLACE OF HIS FATHERHOOD. AND HE RECEIVED THE FIVE SEALS FROM THE LIGHT OF THE MOTHER, PROTENNOIA, AND IT WAS GRANTED HIM TO PARTAKE OF THE MYSTERY OF KNOWLEDGE, AND HE BECAME A LIGHT IN LIGHT. SO NOW... (5 LINES MISSING) ...I WAS DWELLING IN THEM IN THE FORM OF EACH ONE. THE ARCHONS THOUGHT THAT I WAS THEIR CHRIST. INDEED, I DWELL IN EVERYONE. INDEED, WITHIN THOSE IN WHOM I REVEALED MYSELF AS LIGHT, I ELUDED THE ARCHONS. I AM THEIR BELOVED, FOR IN THAT PLACE I CLOTHED MYSELF AS THE SON OF THE ARCHGENITOR, AND I WAS LIKE HIM UNTIL THE END OF HIS DECREE, WHICH IS THE IGNORANCE OF CHAOS. AND AMONG THE ANGELS I REVEALED MYSELF IN THEIR LIKENESS, AND AMONG THE POWERS, AS IF I WERE ONE OF THEM; BUT AMONG THE SONS OF MAN, AS IF I WERE A SON OF MAN, EVEN THOUGH I AM FATHER [STEPHEN] OF EVERYONE. I HID MYSELF WITHIN THEM ALL UNTIL I REVEALED MYSELF AMONG MY MEMBERS, WHICH ARE MINE, AND I TAUGHT THEM ABOUT THE INEFFABLE ORDINANCES, AND (ABOUT) THE BRETHREN. BUT THEY ARE INEXPRESSIBLE TO EVERY SOVEREIGNTY AND EVERY RULING POWER, EXCEPT THE SONS OF THE LIGHT ALONE, THAT IS, THE [SEXLESS] ORDINANCES OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THESE ARE THE GLORIES THAT ARE HIGHER THAN EVERY GLORY, THAT IS, THE FIVE SEALS, COMPLETE BY VIRTUE OF INTELLECT. HE WHO POSSESSES THE FIVE SEALS OF THESE PARTICULAR NAMES HAS STRIPPED OFF <THE> GARMENTS OF IGNORANCE AND PUT ON A SHINING LIGHT. AND NOTHING WILL APPEAR TO HIM THAT BELONGS TO THE POWERS OF THE ARCHONS. WITHIN THOSE OF THIS SORT, DARKNESS WILL DISSOLVE AND IGNORANCE WILL DIE. AND THE THOUGHT OF THE CREATURE, WHICH IS SCATTERED, WILL PRESENT A SINGLE APPEARANCE AND DARK CHAOS WILL DISSOLVE AND... (6 LINES FRAGMENTARY) ...UNTIL I REVEAL MYSELF TO ALL MY FELLOW BRETHREN, AND UNTIL I GATHER TOGETHER ALL MY FELLOW BRETHREN WITHIN MY ETERNAL KINGDOM. AND I PROCLAIMED TO THEM THE INEFFABLE FIVE SEALS IN ORDER THAT I MIGHT ABIDE IN THEM AND THEY ALSO MIGHT ABIDE IN ME. AS FOR ME, I PUT ON JESUS. I BORE HIM FROM THE [SEXUAL] CURSED WOOD, AND ESTABLISHED HIM IN THE DWELLING PLACES OF HIS FATHER [STEPHEN]. AND THOSE WHO WATCH OVER THEIR DWELLING PLACES DID NOT RECOGNIZE ME. FOR I, I AM UNRESTRAINABLE, TOGETHER WITH MY SEED; AND MY SEED, WHICH IS MINE, I SHALL PLACE INTO THE HOLY LIGHT WITHIN AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE SILENCE. AMEN. 
THE BOOK OF THOMAS THE CONTENDER
THE SECRET WORDS THAT THE SAVIOR SPOKE TO JUDAS THOMAS WHICH I, EVEN I, MATHAIAS, WROTE DOWN, WHILE I WAS WALKING, LISTENING TO THEM SPEAK WITH ONE ANOTHER. THE SAVIOR SAID, "BROTHER THOMAS WHILE YOU HAVE TIME IN THE WORLD, LISTEN TO ME, AND I WILL REVEAL TO YOU THE THINGS YOU HAVE PONDERED IN YOUR MIND. "NOW, SINCE IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT YOU ARE MY TWIN AND TRUE COMPANION, EXAMINE YOURSELF, AND LEARN WHO YOU ARE, IN WHAT WAY YOU EXIST, AND HOW YOU WILL COME TO BE. SINCE YOU WILL BE CALLED MY BROTHER, IT IS NOT FITTING THAT YOU BE IGNORANT OF YOURSELF. AND I KNOW THAT YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD, BECAUSE YOU HAD ALREADY UNDERSTOOD THAT I AM THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH. SO, WHILE YOU ACCOMPANY ME, ALTHOUGH YOU ARE UNCOMPREHENDING, YOU HAVE (IN FACT) ALREADY COME TO KNOW, AND YOU WILL BE CALLED 'THE ONE WHO KNOWS HIMSELF'. FOR HE WHO HAS NOT KNOWN HIMSELF HAS KNOWN NOTHING, BUT HE WHO HAS KNOWN HIMSELF HAS AT THE SAME TIME ALREADY ACHIEVED KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE DEPTH OF THE ALL. SO THEN, YOU, MY BROTHER THOMAS, HAVE BEHELD WHAT IS OBSCURE TO MEN, THAT IS, WHAT THEY IGNORANTLY STUMBLE AGAINST." NOW THOMAS SAID TO THE LORD, "THEREFORE I BEG YOU TO TELL ME WHAT I ASK YOU BEFORE YOUR ASCENSION, AND WHEN I HEAR FROM YOU ABOUT THE HIDDEN THINGS, THEN I CAN SPEAK ABOUT THEM. AND IT IS OBVIOUS TO ME THAT THE TRUTH IS DIFFICULT TO PERFORM BEFORE MEN." THE SAVIOR ANSWERED, SAYING, "IF THE THINGS THAT ARE VISIBLE TO YOU ARE OBSCURE TO YOU, HOW CAN YOU HEAR ABOUT THE THINGS THAT ARE NOT VISIBLE? IF THE DEEDS OF THE TRUTH THAT ARE VISIBLE IN THE WORLD ARE DIFFICULT FOR YOU TO PERFORM, HOW INDEED, THEN, SHALL YOU PERFORM THOSE THAT PERTAIN TO THE EXALTED HEIGHT AND TO THE PLEROMA WHICH ARE NOT VISIBLE? AND HOW SHALL YOU BE CALLED 'LABORERS'? IN THIS RESPECT YOU ARE APPRENTICES, AND HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED THE HEIGHT OF PERFECTION." NOW THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE SAVIOR, "TELL US ABOUT THESE THINGS THAT YOU SAY ARE NOT VISIBLE, BUT ARE HIDDEN FROM US." THE SAVIOR SAID, "ALL BODIES [...] THE BEASTS ARE BEGOTTEN [...] IT IS EVIDENT LIKE [...] THIS, TOO, THOSE THAT ARE ABOVE [...] THINGS THAT ARE VISIBLE, BUT THEY ARE VISIBLE IN THEIR OWN ROOT, AND IT IS THEIR FRUIT THAT NOURISHES THEM. BUT THESE VISIBLE BODIES SURVIVE BY DEVOURING CREATURES SIMILAR TO THEM WITH THE RESULT THAT THE BODIES CHANGE. NOW THAT WHICH CHANGES WILL DECAY AND PERISH, AND HAS NO HOPE OF LIFE FROM THEN ON, SINCE THAT BODY IS BESTIAL. SO JUST AS THE BODY OF THE BEASTS PERISHES, SO ALSO WILL THESE FORMATIONS PERISH. DO THEY NOT DERIVE FROM [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE LIKE THAT OF THE BEASTS? IF IT, TOO DERIVES FROM [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE, HOW WILL IT BEGET ANYTHING DIFFERENT FROM BEASTS? SO, THEREFORE, YOU ARE BABES UNTIL YOU BECOME PERFECT." AND THOMAS ANSWERED, "THEREFORE I SAY TO YOU, LORD, THAT THOSE WHO SPEAK ABOUT THINGS THAT ARE INVISIBLE AND DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN ARE LIKE THOSE WHO SHOOT THEIR ARROWS AT A TARGET AT NIGHT. TO BE SURE, THEY SHOOT THEIR ARROWS AS ANYONE WOULD - SINCE THEY SHOOT AT THE TARGET - BUT IT IS NOT VISIBLE. YET WHEN THE LIGHT COMES FORTH AND HIDES THE DARKNESS, THEN THE WORK OF EACH WILL APPEAR. AND YOU, OUR LIGHT, ENLIGHTEN, O LORD." JESUS SAID, "IT IS IN LIGHT THAT LIGHT EXISTS." THOMAS, SPOKE, SAYING, "LORD, WHY DOES THIS VISIBLE LIGHT THAT SHINES ON BEHALF OF MEN RISE AND SET?" THE SAVIOR SAID, "O BLESSED THOMAS, OF COURSE, THIS VISIBLE LIGHT SHINES ON YOUR BEHALF - NOT IN ORDER THAT YOU REMAIN HERE, BUT RATHER THAT YOU MIGHT COME FORTH - AND WHENEVER ALL THE ELECT ABANDON BESTIALITY, THEN THIS LIGHT WILL WITHDRAW UP TO ITS ESSENCE, AND ITS ESSENCE WILL WELCOME IT, SINCE IT IS A GOOD SERVANT." THEN THE SAVIOR CONTINUED AND SAID, "O UNSEARCHABLE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF THE LIGHT! O BITTERNESS OF THE FIRE THAT BLAZES IN THE BODIES OF MEN AND IN THEIR MARROW, KINDLING IN THEM NIGHT AND DAY, AND BURNING THE LIMBS OF MEN AND MAKING THEIR MINDS BECOME DRUNK AND THEIR SOULS BECOME DERANGED [...] THEM WITHIN MALES AND FEMALES [...] NIGHT AND MOVING THEM, [...] SECRETLY AND VISIBLY. FOR THE MALES MOVE [...] UPON THE FEMALES AND THE FEMALES UPON THE MALES. THEREFORE, IT IS SAID, "EVERYONE WHO SEEKS THE TRUTH FROM TRUE WISDOM WILL MAKE HIMSELF WINGS SO AS TO FLY, FLEEING THE [SEXUAL] LUST THAT SCORCHES THE SPIRITS OF MEN." AND HE WILL MAKE HIMSELF WINGS TO FLEE EVERY VISIBLE SPIRIT." AND THOMAS ANSWERED, SAYING, "LORD, THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT I AM ASKING YOU ABOUT, SINCE I HAVE UNDERSTOOD THAT YOU ARE THE ONE WHO IS BENEFICIAL TO US, AS YOU SAY." AGAIN, THE SAVIOR ANSWERED AND SAID, "THEREFORE IT IS NECESSARY FOR US TO SPEAK TO YOU, SINCE THIS IS THE DOCTRINE OF THE PERFECT. IF, NOW, YOU [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO BECOME PERFECT, YOU SHALL OBSERVE THESE THINGS; IF NOT, YOUR NAME IS 'IGNORANT', SINCE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR AN INTELLIGENT MAN TO DWELL WITH A FOOL, FOR THE INTELLIGENT MAN IS PERFECT IN ALL WISDOM. TO THE FOOL, HOWEVER, THE GOOD AND BAD ARE THE SAME - INDEED THE WISE MAN WILL BE NOURISHED BY THE TRUTH AND (PS. 1:3) "WILL BE LIKE A TREE GROWING BY THE MEANDERING STREAM" - SEEING THAT THERE ARE SOME WHO, ALTHOUGH HAVING WINGS, RUSH UPON THE VISIBLE THINGS, THINGS THAT ARE FAR FROM THE TRUTH. FOR THAT WHICH GUIDES THEM, THE FIRE, WILL GIVE THEM AN ILLUSION OF TRUTH, AND WILL SHINE ON THEM WITH A PERISHABLE BEAUTY, AND IT WILL IMPRISON THEM IN A DARK SWEETNESS AND CAPTIVATE THEM WITH FRAGRANT [SEXUAL] PLEASURE. AND IT WILL BLIND THEM WITH INSATIABLE [SEXUAL] LUST AND BURN THEIR SOULS AND BECOME FOR THEM LIKE A STAKE STUCK IN THEIR HEART WHICH THEY CAN NEVER DISLODGE. AND LIKE A BIT IN THE MOUTH, IT LEADS THEM ACCORDING TO ITS OWN [SEXUAL] DESIRE. AND IT HAS FETTERED THEM WITH ITS CHAINS AND BOUND ALL THEIR LIMBS WITH THE BITTERNESS OF THE [SEXUAL] BONDAGE OF [SEXUAL] LUST FOR THOSE VISIBLE THINGS [TANGIBLE & TEMPORAL] THAT WILL DECAY AND CHANGE AND SWERVE BY IMPULSE. THEY HAVE ALWAYS BEEN ATTRACTED DOWNWARDS; AS THEY ARE KILLED, THEY ARE ASSIMILATED TO ALL THE BEASTS OF THE PERISHABLE REALM." THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID, "IT IS OBVIOUS AND HAS BEEN SAID, 'MANY ARE [...] THOSE WHO DO NOT KNOW [...] SOUL.'" AND THE SAVIOR ANSWERED, SAYING, "BLESSED IS THE WISE MAN WHO SOUGHT AFTER THE TRUTH, AND WHEN HE FOUND IT, HE RESTED UPON IT FOREVER AND WAS UNAFRAID OF THOSE WHO WANTED TO DISTURB HIM." THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID, "IT IS BENEFICIAL FOR US, LORD, TO REST AMONG OUR OWN?" THE SAVIOR SAID, "YES, IT IS USEFUL. AND IT IS GOOD FOR YOU, SINCE THINGS VISIBLE AMONG MEN WILL DISSOLVE - FOR THE VESSEL OF THEIR FLESH WILL DISSOLVE, AND WHEN IT IS BROUGHT TO NAUGHT IT WILL COME TO BE AMONG VISIBLE THINGS, AMONG THINGS THAT ARE SEEN. AND THEN THE FIRE WHICH THEY SEE GIVES THEM PAIN ON ACCOUNT OF [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR THE FAITH THEY FORMERLY POSSESSED. THEY WILL BE GATHERED BACK TO THAT WHICH IS VISIBLE. MOREOVER, THOSE WHO HAVE SIGHT AMONG THINGS THAT ARE NOT VISIBLE, WITHOUT THE FIRST [SEXLESS] LOVE THEY WILL PERISH IN THE CONCERN FOR THIS LIFE AND THE SCORCHING OF THE FIRE. ONLY A LITTLE WHILE LONGER, AND THAT WHICH IS VISIBLE WILL DISSOLVE; THEN SHAPELESS SHADES WILL EMERGE, AND IN THE MIDST OF TOMBS THEY WILL FOREVER DWELL UPON THE CORPSES IN PAIN AND [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF SOUL." THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID, "WHAT HAVE WE TO SAY IN THE FACE OF THESE THINGS? WHAT SHALL WE SAY TO BLIND MEN? WHAT DOCTRINE SHOULD WE EXPRESS TO THESE MISERABLE MORTALS WHO SAY, "WE CAME TO DO GOOD AND NOT [SEXUALLY] CURSE," AND YET CLAIM, "HAD WE NOT BEEN BEGOTTEN IN THE FLESH, WE WOULD NOT HAVE KNOWN INIQUITY"?" THE SAVIOR SAID, "TRULY, AS FOR THOSE, DO NOT ESTEEM THEM AS MEN, BUT REGARD THEM AS BEASTS, FOR JUST AS BEASTS DEVOUR ONE ANOTHER, SO ALSO MEN OF THIS SORT DEVOUR ONE ANOTHER. ON THE CONTRARY, THEY ARE DEPRIVED OF THE KINGDOM SINCE THEY [SEXUALLY] LOVE THE SWEETNESS OF THE FIRE AND ARE SERVANTS OF DEATH AND RUSH TO THE WORKS OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION. THEY FULFILL THE [SEXUAL] LUST OF THEIR FATHERS. THEY WILL BE THROWN DOWN TO THE ABYSS AND BE AFFLICTED BY THE TORMENT OF THE BITTERNESS OF THEIR EVIL NATURE. FOR THEY WILL BE SCOURGED SO AS TO MAKE THEM RUSH BACKWARDS, WHITHER THEY DO NOT KNOW, AND THEY WILL RECEDE FROM THEIR LIMBS NOT PATIENTLY, BUT WITH DESPAIR. AND THEY REJOICE OVER [...] MADNESS AND DERANGEMENT [...] THEY PURSUE THIS DERANGEMENT WITHOUT REALIZING THEIR MADNESS, THINKING THAT THEY ARE WISE. THEY [...] THEIR BODY [...] THEIR MIND IS DIRECTED TO THEIR OWN SELVES, FOR THEIR THOUGHT IS OCCUPIED WITH THEIR DEEDS. BUT IT IS THE FIRE THAT WILL BURN THEM." AND THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID, "LORD, WHAT WILL THE ONE THROWN DOWN TO THEM DO? FOR I AM MOST ANXIOUS ABOUT THEM; MANY ARE THOSE WHO FIGHT THEM." THE SAVIOR ANSWERED AND SAID, "WHAT IS YOUR OWN OPINION?" JUDAS - THE ONE CALLED THOMAS - SAID, "IT IS YOU, LORD, WHOM IT BEFITS TO SPEAK, AND ME TO LISTEN." THE SAVIOR REPLIED, "LISTEN TO WHAT I AM GOING TO TELL YOU AND BELIEVE IN THE TRUTH. THAT WHICH SOWS AND THAT WHICH IS SOWN WILL DISSOLVE IN THE FIRE - WITHIN THE FIRE AND THE WATER - AND THEY WILL HIDE IN TOMBS OF DARKNESS. AND AFTER A LONG TIME, THEY SHALL SHOW FORTH THE FRUIT OF THE EVIL TREES, BEING PUNISHED, BEING SLAIN IN THE MOUTH OF BEASTS AND MEN AT THE INSTIGATION OF THE RAINS AND WINDS AND AIR AND THE LIGHT THAT SHINES ABOVE." THOMAS REPLIED, "YOU HAVE CERTAINLY PERSUADED US, LORD. WE REALIZE IN OUR HEART, AND IT IS OBVIOUS, THAT THIS IS SO, AND THAT YOUR WORD IS SUFFICIENT. BUT THESE WORDS THAT YOU SPEAK TO US ARE RIDICULOUS AND CONTEMPTIBLE TO THE WORLD SINCE THEY ARE MISUNDERSTOOD. SO HOW CAN WE GO PREACH THEM, SINCE WE ARE NOT ESTEEMED IN THE WORLD?" THE SAVIOR ANSWERED AND SAID, "TRULY I TELL YOU THAT HE WHO WILL LISTEN TO YOUR WORD AND TURN AWAY HIS FACE OR SNEER AT IT OR SMIRK AT THESE THINGS, TRULY I TELL YOU THAT HE WILL BE HANDED OVER TO THE RULER ABOVE WHO RULES OVER ALL THE POWERS AS THEIR KING, AND HE WILL TURN THAT ONE AROUND AND CAST HIM FROM HEAVEN DOWN TO THE ABYSS, AND HE WILL BE IMPRISONED IN A NARROW DARK PLACE. MOREOVER, HE CAN NEITHER TURN NOR MOVE ON ACCOUNT OF THE GREAT DEPTH OF TARTAROS AND THE HEAVY BITTERNESS OF HADES THAT IS STEADFAST [...] THEM TO IT [...] THEY WILL NOT FORGIVE [...] PURSUE YOU. THEY WILL HAND [...] OVER TO [...] ANGEL TARTAROUCHOS [...] FIRE PURSUING THEM [...] FIERY SCOURGES THAT CAST A SHOWER OF SPARKS INTO THE FACE OF THE ONE WHO IS PURSUED. IF HE FLEES WESTWARD, HE FINDS THE FIRE. IF HE TURNS SOUTHWARD, HE FINDS IT THERE AS WELL. IF HE TURNS NORTHWARD, THE THREAT OF SEETHING FIRE MEETS HIM AGAIN. NOR DOES HE FIND THE WAY TO THE EAST SO AS TO FLEE THERE AND BE SAVED, FOR HE DID NOT FIND IT IN THE DAY HE WAS IN THE BODY, SO THAT HE MIGHT FIND IT IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT." THEN THE SAVIOR CONTINUED, SAYING, "WOE TO YOU, GODLESS ONES [ATHEISTIC], WHO HAVE NO HOPE, WHO RELY ON THINGS THAT WILL NOT HAPPEN! "WOE TO YOU WHO HOPE IN THE FLESH AND IN THE PRISON THAT WILL PERISH! HOW LONG WILL YOU BE OBLIVIOUS? AND HOW LONG WILL YOU SUPPOSE THAT THE IMPERISHABLES WILL PERISH TOO? YOUR HOPE IS SET UPON THE WORLD, AND YOUR GOD IS THIS LIFE! YOU ARE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTING YOUR SOULS! "WOE TO YOU WITHIN THE FIRE THAT BURNS IN YOU, FOR IT IS [SEXUALLY] INSATIABLE! "WOE TO YOU BECAUSE OF THE WHEEL THAT TURNS IN YOUR MINDS! "WOE TO YOU WITHIN THE GRIP OF THE BURNING THAT IS IN YOU, FOR IT WILL DEVOUR YOUR FLESH OPENLY AND REND YOUR SOULS SECRETLY, AND PREPARE YOU FOR YOUR COMPANIONS! "WOE TO YOU, CAPTIVES, FOR YOU ARE BOUND IN CAVERNS! YOU LAUGH! IN MAD LAUGHTER YOU REJOICE! YOU NEITHER REALIZE YOUR PERDITION, NOR DO YOU REFLECT ON YOUR CIRCUMSTANCES, NOR HAVE YOU UNDERSTOOD THAT YOU DWELL IN DARKNESS AND DEATH! ON THE CONTRARY, YOU ARE DRUNK WITH THE FIRE AND FULL OF BITTERNESS. YOUR MIND IS DERANGED ON ACCOUNT OF THE BURNING THAT IS IN YOU, AND SWEET TO YOU ARE THE POISON AND THE BLOWS OF YOUR ENEMIES! AND THE DARKNESS ROSE FOR YOU LIKE THE LIGHT, FOR YOU SURRENDERED YOUR FREEDOM FOR SERVITUDE! YOU DARKENED YOUR HEARTS AND SURRENDERED YOUR THOUGHTS TO FOLLY, AND YOU FILLED YOUR THOUGHTS WITH THE SMOKE OF THE FIRE THAT IS IN YOU! AND YOUR LIGHT HAS HIDDEN IN THE CLOUD OF [...] AND THE GARMENT THAT IS PUT UPON YOU, YOU [...]. AND YOU WERE SEIZED BY THE HOPE THAT DOES NOT EXIST. AND WHOM IS IT YOU HAVE BELIEVED? DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT YOU ALL DWELL AMONG THOSE WHO THAT [...] YOU AS THOUGH YOU ...YOU BAPTIZED YOUR SOULS IN THE WATER OF DARKNESS! YOU WALKED BY YOUR OWN WHIMS! "WOE TO YOU WHO DWELL IN [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], HEEDLESS THAT THE LIGHT OF THE SUN WHICH JUDGES AND LOOKS DOWN UPON THE ALL WILL CIRCLE AROUND ALL THINGS SO AS TO ENSLAVE THE ENEMIES. YOU DO NOT EVEN NOTICE THE MOON, HOW BY NIGHT AND DAY IT LOOKS DOWN, LOOKING AT THE BODIES OF YOUR SLAUGHTERS! "WOE TO YOU WHO [SEXUALLY] LOVE INTIMACY WITH WOMANKIND AND [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH THEM! WOE TO YOU IN THE GRIP OF THE POWERS OF YOUR BODY, FOR THEY WILL AFFLICT YOU! WOE TO YOU IN THE GRIP OF THE FORCES OF THE EVIL DEMONS! WOE TO YOU WHO BEGUILE YOUR LIMBS WITH FIRE! WHO IS IT THAT WILL RAIN A REFRESHING DEW ON YOU TO EXTINGUISH THE MASS OF FIRE FROM YOU ALONG WITH YOUR BURNING? WHO IS IT THAT WILL CAUSE THE SUN TO SHINE UPON YOU TO DISPERSE THE DARKNESS IN YOU AND HIDE THE DARKNESS AND [SEXUALLY] POLLUTED WATER? "THE SUN AND THE MOON WILL GIVE A FRAGRANCE TO YOU TOGETHER WITH THE AIR AND THE SPIRIT AND THE EARTH AND THE WATER. FOR IF THE SUN DOES NOT SHINE UPON THESE BODIES, THEY WILL WITHER AND PERISH JUST LIKE WEEDS OR GRASS. IF THE SUN SHINES ON THEM, THEY PREVAIL AND CHOKE THE GRAPEVINE; BUT IF THE GRAPEVINE PREVAILS AND SHADES THOSE WEEDS AND ALL THE OTHER BRUSH GROWING ALONGSIDE, AND SPREADS AND FLOURISHES, IT ALONE INHERITS THE LAND IN WHICH IT GROWS; AND EVERY PLACE IT HAS SHADED IT DOMINATES. AND WHEN IT GROWS UP, IT DOMINATES ALL THE LAND AND IS BOUNTIFUL FOR ITS MASTER, AND IT PLEASES HIM EVEN MORE, FOR HE WOULD HAVE SUFFERED GREAT PAINS ON ACCOUNT OF THESE PLANTS UNTIL HE UPROOTED THEM. BUT THE GRAPEVINE ALONE REMOVED THEM AND CHOKED THEM, AND THEY DIED AND BECAME LIKE THE SOIL." THEN JESUS CONTINUED AND SAID TO THEM, "WOE TO YOU, FOR YOU DID NOT RECEIVE THE DOCTRINE, AND THOSE WHO ARE [...] WILL LABOR AT PREACHING [...]. AND YOU ARE RUSHING INTO [...] WILL SEND THEM DOWN [...] YOU KILL THEM DAILY IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT RISE FROM DEATH. "BLESSED ARE YOU WHO HAVE PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF THE STUMBLING BLOCKS AND WHO FLEE ALIEN THINGS. "BLESSED ARE YOU WHO ARE REVILED AND NOT ESTEEMED ON [TRUE] ACCOUNT OF THE [SEXLESS] LOVE THEIR LORD HAS FOR THEM. "BLESSED ARE YOU WHO WEEP AND ARE OPPRESSED BY THOSE WITHOUT HOPE, FOR YOU WILL BE RELEASED FROM EVERY BONDAGE. "WATCH AND PRAY THAT YOU NOT COME TO BE IN THE FLESH, BUT RATHER THAT YOU COME FORTH FROM THE BONDAGE OF THE BITTERNESS OF THIS LIFE. AND AS YOU PRAY, YOU WILL FIND REST, FOR YOU HAVE LEFT BEHIND THE SUFFERING AND THE DISGRACE. FOR WHEN YOU COME FORTH FROM THE SUFFERINGS AND [SEXLESS] PASSIONS OF THE BODY, YOU WILL RECEIVE REST FROM THE GOOD ONE, AND YOU WILL REIGN WITH THE KING, YOU JOINED WITH HIM AND HE WITH YOU, FROM NOW ON, FOR EVER AND EVER, AMEN." THE BOOK OF THOMAS THE CONTENDER WRITING TO THE PERFECT, REMEMBER ME ALSO, MY BRETHREN, IN YOUR PRAYERS: PEACE TO THE SAINTS AND THOSE WHO ARE SPIRITUAL. 
HOLY GNOSTIC TEXTS
SIMON MAGUS
THE 1ST AUTHORITY: THE SIMON OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
IN ACTS VIII. 9-24; AUTHOR AND DATE UNKNOWN; COMMONLY TO BE "BY THE AUTHOR OF THE THIRD GOSPEL, TRADITIONALLY KNOWN AS LUKE", [1] NOT QUOTED PRIOR TO A.D. 177, [2] EARLIEST MS. NOT OLDER THAN THE SIXTH CENTURY, THOUGH SOME CONTEND FOR THE THIRD.
THE 2ND AUTHORITY: THE SIMON OF THE FATHERS
JUSTINUS MARTYR (APOLOGIA, I. 26, 56; APOLOGIA, II. 15, DIALOGUS CUM TRYPHONE, 120); PROBABLE DATE OF FIRST APOLOGY A.D. 141; NEITHER THE DATE OF THE BIRTH NOR DEATH OF JUSTIN IS KNOWN; MS. FOURTEENTH CENTURY. IRENAEUS (CONTRA HAERESES, I. XXIII. 1-4), CHIEF LITERARY ACTIVITY LAST DECENNIUM OF THE SECOND CENTURY; MSS. PROBABLY SIXTH, SEVENTH, AND EIGHTH CENTURIES; DATE OF BIRTH AND DEATH UNKNOWN, FOR THE FORMER ANY TIME FROM A.D. 97-147 SUGGESTED, FOR LATTER 202-3. CLEMENS ALEXANDRINUS (STROMATEIS, II. 11; VII. 17); GREATEST LITERARY ACTIVITY A.D. 190-203; BORN 150-160, DATE OF DEATH UNKNOWN, OLDEST MS. ELEVENTH CENTURY. TERTULLIANUS (DE PRAESCRIPTIONIBUS ADVERSUS HAERETICOS, 46, GENERALLY ATTRIBUTED TO A PSEUDO-TERTULLIAN), C. A.D. 199, (DE ANIMA, 34, 36); C. A.D. 208-9; BORN 150-160, DIED 220-240. HIPPOLYTUS (PHILOSOPHUMENA, VI. 7-20); DATE UNKNOWN, PROBABLY LAST DECADE OF SECOND TO THIRD OF THIRD CENTURY, AUTHOR UNKNOWN AND ONLY CONJECTURALLY HIPPOLYTUS, MS. FOURTEENTH CENTURY. ORIGENES (CONTRA CELSUM, I. 57; V. 62; VI. 11); BORN A.D. 185-6, DIED 254-5, MS. FOURTEENTH CENTURY. PHILASTRIUS (DE HAERESIBUS), DATE OF BIRTH UNKNOWN, DIED PROBABLY A.D. 387. EPIPHANIUS (CONTRA HAERESES, II. 1-6), BORN A.D. 310-20, DIED 404; MS. ELEVENTH CENTURY. HIERONYMUS (COMMENTARIUM IN EVANGELICUM MATTHAEI, IV. XXIV. 5), WRITTEN A.D. 387. THEODORETUS (HERETICARUM FABULARUM COMPENDIUM, I. 1); BORN TOWARDS THE END OF THE FOURTH CENTURY, DIED A.D. 453-58, MS. ELEVENTH CENTURY. 
THE 3RD AUTHORITY: THE SIMON OF THE LEGENDS
THE CLEMENTINE HOLY TEXTS: RECOGNITIONES, HOMILIAE, OF WHICH THE GREEK ORIGINALS ARE LOST, AND THE LATIN TRANSLATION OF RUFINUS (BORN C.A.D. 345, DIED 410) ALONE REMAINS TO US. THE ORIGINALS ARE PLACED BY CONJECTURE SOMEWHERE ABOUT THE BEGINNING OF THE THIRD CENTURY, MS. ELEVENTH CENTURY. A MEDIAEVAL ACCOUNT, (CONSTITUTIONES SANCTORUM APOSTOLORUM, THESE WERE NEVER HEARD OF PRIOR TO 1546, WHEN A VENETIAN, CAROLUS CAPELLUS, PRINTED AN EPITOMIZED TRANSLATION OF THEM FROM AN MS. FOUND IN CRETE. THEY ARE APOCRYPHAL.
THE SIMON OF THE ACTS
IN ACTS VIII. 9-24. TEXT: THE GREEK TESTAMENT: NOW A CERTAIN FELLOW BY NAME SIMON HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY IN THE CITY PRACTICING MAGIC AND DRIVING THE PEOPLE OF SAMARIA OUT OF THEIR WITS, SAYING THAT HE WAS SOME GREAT ONE; TO WHOM ALL FROM SMALL TO GREAT GAVE HEED, SAYING: "THIS MAN IS THE POWER OF GOD WHICH IS CALLED GREAT." AND THEY GAVE HEED TO HIM, OWING TO HIS HAVING DRIVEN THEM OUT OF THEIR WITS FOR A LONG TIME BY HIS MAGIC ARTS. BUT WHEN THEY BELIEVED ON PHILIP PREACHING ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THEY BEGAN TO BE BAPTIZED, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN. AND SIMON HIMSELF ALSO BELIEVED, AND AFTER BEING BAPTIZED REMAINED CONSTANTLY WITH PHILIP; AND WAS DRIVEN OUT OF HIS WITS ON SEEING THE SIGNS AND GREAT WONDERS THAT TOOK PLACE. AND THE APOSTLES IN JERUSALEM HEARING THAT SAMARIA HAD RECEIVED THE WORD OF GOD, SENT PETER AND JOHN TO THEM. AND THEY WENT DOWN AND PRAYED FOR THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT. FOR AS YET IT HAD NOT FALLEN UPON ANY OF THEM, BUT THEY HAD ONLY BEEN BAPTIZED UNTO THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THEN THEY LAID THEIR HANDS ON THEM, AND THEY RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT. AND WHEN SIMON SAW THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS GIVEN BY THE LAYING ON OF THE HANDS OF THE APOSTLES, HE OFFERED THEM MONEY, SAYING: "GIVE UNTO ME ALSO THIS POWER, IN ORDER THAT ON WHOMSOEVER I LAY MY HANDS HE MAY RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT." BUT PETER SAID UNTO HIM: "THY SILVER PERISH WITH THEE, IN THAT THOU DIDST THINK THAT THE GIFT OF GOD IS POSSESSED WITH MONEY. THERE IS NOT FOR THEE PART OR LOT IN THIS WORD, FOR THY HEART IS NOT RIGHT BEFORE GOD. THEREFORE, TURN FROM THIS EVIL OF THINE, AND PRAY THE LORD, IF BY CHANCE THE THOUGHT OF THY HEART SHALL BE FORGIVEN THEE. FOR I SEE THAT THOU ART IN THE GALL OF BITTERNESS AND THE BOND OF INIQUITY." AND SIMON ANSWERED AND SAID: "PRAY YE ON MY BEHALF TO THE LORD, THAT NONE OF THE THINGS THAT YE HAVE SAID MAY COME UPON ME."
THE SIMON OF THE FATHERS
JUSTINUS MARTYR (APOLOGIA, I. 26). TEXT: CORPUS APOLOGETARUM CHRISTIANORUM SAECULI SECUNDI. AND THIRDLY, THAT EVEN AFTER THE ASCENSION OF THE CHRIST INTO HEAVEN THE DAEMONS CAST BEFORE THEMSELVES (AS A SHIELD) CERTAIN MEN WHO SAID THAT THEY WERE GODS, WHO WERE NOT ONLY NOT EXPELLED BY YOU, BUT EVEN THOUGHT WORTHY OF HONORS; A CERTAIN SAMARITAN, SIMON, WHO CAME FROM A VILLAGE CALLED GITTA; WHO IN THE REIGN OF CLAUDIUS CAESAR WROUGHT MAGIC WONDERS BY THE ART OF THE DAEMONS WHO POSSESSED HIM, AND WAS CONSIDERED A GOD IN YOUR IMPERIAL CITY OF ROME, AND AS A GOD WAS HONORED WITH A STATUE BY YOU, WHICH STATUE WAS ERECTED IN THE RIVER TIBER, BETWEEN THE TWO BRIDGES, WITH THE FOLLOWING INSCRIPTION IN ROMAN: "SIMONI DEO SANCTO." AND NEARLY ALL THE SAMARITANS, BUT FEW AMONG THE REST OF THE NATIONS, CONFESS HIM TO BE THE FIRST GOD AND WORSHIP HIM. AND THEY SPEAK OF A CERTAIN HELEN, WHO WENT [A] ROUND WITH HIM AT THAT TIME, AND WHO HAD FORMERLY PROSTITUTED HERSELF, BUT WAS MADE BY HIM HIS FIRST THOUGHT.
IRENAEUS (CONTRA HAERESES, I. XXIII. 1-4). TEXT: OPERA. 1. SIMON WAS A SAMARITAN, THE NOTORIOUS MAGICIAN OF WHOM LUKE THE DISCIPLE AND ADHERENT OF THE APOSTLES SAYS: "BUT THERE WAS A FELLOW BY NAME SIMON, WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY PRACTICED THE ART OF MAGIC IN THEIR STATE, AND LED AWAY THE PEOPLE OF THE SAMARITANS, SAYING THAT HE WAS SOME GREAT ONE, TO WHOM THEY ALL LISTENED, FROM THE SMALL TO THE GREAT, SAYING: 'HE IS THE POWER OF GOD, WHICH IS CALLED GREAT.' NOW THEY GAVE HEED TO HIM BECAUSE HE HAD DRIVEN THEM OUT OF THEIR WITS BY HIS MAGICAL PHENOMENA." THIS SIMON, THEREFORE, PRETENDED TO BE A BELIEVER, THINKING THAT THE APOSTLES ALSO WROUGHT THEIR CURES BY MAGIC AND NOT BY THE POWER OF GOD, AND SUPPOSING THAT THEIR FILLING WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT BY THE LAYING ON OF HANDS THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN GOD, THROUGH THAT CHRIST JESUS WHO WAS BEING PREACHED BY THEM--THAT THIS WAS EFFECTED BY SOME SUPERIOR MAGICAL KNOWLEDGE, AND OFFERING MONEY TO THE APOSTLES, SO THAT HE ALSO MIGHT OBTAIN THE POWER OF GIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT TO WHOMSOEVER HE WOULD, HE RECEIVED THIS ANSWER FROM PETER: "THY MONEY PERISH WITH THEE, SINCE THOU HAST THOUGHT THAT THE GIFT OF GOD IS OBTAINED POSSESSION OF WITH MONEY; FOR THEE THERE IS NEITHER PART NOR LOT IN THIS WORD, FOR THY HEART IS NOT RIGHT BEFORE GOD. FOR I SEE THOU ART IN THE GALL OF BITTERNESS AND THE BOND OF INIQUITY." AND SINCE THE MAGICIAN STILL REFUSED TO BELIEVE IN GOD, HE AMBITIOUSLY STROVE TO CONTEND AGAINST THE APOSTLES, SO THAT HE ALSO MIGHT BE THOUGHT OF GREAT RENOWN, BY EXTENDING HIS INVESTIGATIONS INTO UNIVERSAL MAGIC STILL FARTHER, SO THAT HE STRUCK MANY AGHAST, SO MUCH SO THAT HE IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN HONORED WITH A STATUE FOR HIS MAGIC KNOWLEDGE BY CLAUDIUS CAESAR. HE, THEREFORE, WAS GLORIFIED BY MANY AS A GOD; AND HE TAUGHT THAT IT WAS HE HIMSELF WHO, FORSOOTH, APPEARED AMONG THE JEWS AS THE SON, WHILE IN SAMARIA HE DESCENDED AS THE FATHER, AND IN THE REST OF THE NATIONS HE CAME AS THE HOLY SPIRIT. THAT HE WAS THE HIGHEST POWER, TO WIT, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OVER ALL, AND THAT HE ALLOWED HIMSELF TO BE CALLED BY WHATEVER NAME MEN PLEASED. NOW THE SECT OF THE SAMARITAN SIMON, FROM WHOM ALL THE HERESIES TOOK THEIR ORIGIN, WAS COMPOSED OF THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS. HE TOOK ROUND WITH HIM A CERTAIN HELEN, A HIRED PROSTITUTE FROM THE PHOENICIAN CITY TYRE, AFTER HE HAD PURCHASED HER FREEDOM, SAYING THAT SHE WAS THE FIRST CONCEPTION (OR THOUGHT) OF HIS MIND, THE MOTHER OF ALL, BY WHOM IN THE BEGINNING HE CONCEIVED IN HIS MIND THE MAKING OF THE ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS. THAT THIS THOUGHT, LEAPING FORTH FROM HIM, AND KNOWING WHAT WAS THE WILL OF HER FATHER, DESCENDED TO THE LOWER REGIONS AND GENERATED THE ANGELS AND POWERS, BY WHOM ALSO HE SAID THIS WORLD WAS MADE. AND AFTER SHE HAD GENERATED THEM, SHE WAS DETAINED BY THEM THROUGH ENVY, FOR THEY DID NOT WISH TO BE THOUGHT TO BE THE PROGENY OF ANY OTHER. AS FOR HIMSELF, HE WAS ENTIRELY UNKNOWN BY THEM; AND IT WAS HIS THOUGHT THAT WAS MADE PRISONER BY THE POWERS AND ANGELS THAT HAS BEEN EMANATED BY HER. AND SHE SUFFERED EVERY KIND OF INDIGNITY AT THEIR HANDS, TO PREVENT HER REAESCENDING TO HER FATHER, EVEN TO BEING IMPRISONED IN THE HUMAN BODY AND TRANSMIGRATING INTO OTHER FEMALE BODIES, AS FROM ONE VESSEL INTO ANOTHER. SHE ALSO WAS IN THAT HELEN, ON WHOSE ACCOUNT THE TROJAN WAR AROSE, WHEREFORE ALSO STESICHORUS WAS DEPRIVED OF HIS SIGHT WHEN HE SPOKE EVIL OF HER IN HIS POEMS, AND THAT AFTERWARDS WHEN HE REPENTED AND WROTE WHAT IS CALLED A RECANTATION, IN WHICH HE SANG HER PRAISES, HE RECOVERED HIS SIGHT. SO, SHE, TRANSMIGRATING FROM BODY TO BODY, AND THEREBY ALSO CONTINUALLY UNDERGOING INDIGNITY, LAST OF ALL EVEN STOOD FOR HIRE IN A BROTHEL; AND SHE WAS THE "LOST SHEEP." WHEREFORE ALSO HE HIMSELF HAD COME, TO TAKE HER AWAY FOR THE FIRST TIME, AND FREE HER FROM HER BONDS, AND ALSO TO GUARANTEE SALVATION TO MEN BY HIS "KNOWLEDGE." FOR AS THE ANGELS WERE MISMANAGING THE WORLD, SINCE EACH OF THEM DESIRED THE SOVEREIGNTY, HE HAD COME TO SET MATTERS RIGHT; AND THAT HE HAD DESCENDED, TRANSFORMING HIMSELF AND BEING MADE LIKE TO THE POWERS AND PRINCIPALITIES AND ANGELS; SO THAT HE APPEARED TO MEN AS A MAN, ALTHOUGH HE WAS NOT A MAN; AND WAS THOUGHT TO HAVE SUFFERED IN JUDAEA, ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT REALLY SUFFER. THE PROPHETS MOREOVER HAD SPOKEN THEIR PROPHECIES UNDER THE INSPIRATION OF THE ANGELS WHO MADE THE WORLD; WHEREFORE THOSE WHO BELIEVED ON HIM AND HIS HELEN PAID NO FURTHER ATTENTION TO THEM, AND FOLLOWED THEIR OWN PLEASURE AS THOUGH FREE; FOR MEN WERE SAVED BY HIS GRACE, AND NOT BY RIGHTEOUS WORKS. FOR RIGHTEOUS ACTIONS ARE NOT ACCORDING TO NATURE, BUT FROM ACCIDENT, IN THE MANNER THAT THE ANGELS WHO MADE THE WORLD HAVE LAID IT DOWN, BY SUCH PRECEPTS ENSLAVING MEN. WHEREFORE ALSO HE GAVE NEW PROMISES THAT THE WORLD SHOULD BE DISSOLVED AND THAT THEY WHO WERE HIS SHOULD BE FREED FROM THE RULE OF THOSE WHO MADE THE WORLD. WHEREFORE THEIR INITIATED PRIESTS LIVE IMMORALLY. AND EVERYONE OF THEM PRACTICES MAGIC ARTS TO THE BEST OF HIS ABILITY. THEY USE EXORCISMS AND INCANTATIONS. [SEXUALLY] LOVE PHILTRES [ELIXIRS & BREWS] ALSO AND SPELLS AND WHAT ARE CALLED "FAMILIARS" AND "DREAM-SENDERS," AND THE REST OF THE CURIOUS ARTS ARE ASSIDUOUSLY CULTIVATED BY THEM. THEY HAVE ALSO AN IMAGE OF SIMON MADE IN THE LIKENESS OF JUPITER, AND OF HELEN IN THAT OF MINERVA; AND THEY WORSHIP THE (STATUES); AND THEY HAVE A DESIGNATION FROM THEIR MOST IMPIOUSLY MINDED FOUNDER, BEING CALLED SIMONIANS, FROM WHOM THE GNOSIS, FALSELY SO-CALLED, DERIVES ITS ORIGINS, AS ONE CAN LEARN FROM THEIR OWN ASSERTIONS.
CLEMENS ALEXANDRINUS (STROMATEIS, II. 11; VII. 17). TEXT: OPERA. IN THE FIRST PASSAGE THE SIMONIAN USE OF THE TERM, "HE WHO STOOD," IS CONFIRMED, IN THE LATTER WE ARE TOLD THAT A BRANCH OF THE SIMONIANS WAS CALLED ENTYCHITAE. 
TERTULLIANUS, OR PSEUDO-TERTULLIANUS (DE PRAESCRIPTIONIBUS, 46). TEXT: LIBER DE PRAES. TERTULLIANUS (DE ANIMA, 34, 36). TEXT: BIBLIOTHEC. PATR. ECCLES. IN THE PRAESCRIPTIONS THE PASSAGE IS VERY SHORT, THE BRIEFEST NOTICE POSSIBLE, UNDER THE HEADING, "ANONYMI CATALOGUS HERESUM." THE NOTICE IN THE DE ANIMA RUNS AS FOLLOWS: FOR SIMON THE SAMARITAN ALSO, THE PURVEYOR OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24], IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, AFTER HE HAD BEEN CONDEMNED BY HIMSELF, TOGETHER WITH HIS MONEY, TO PERDITION, SHED VAIN TEARS AND BETOOK HIMSELF TO ASSAULTING THE TRUTH, AS THOUGH FOR THE GRATIFICATION OF VENGEANCE. SUPPORTED BY THE POWERS OF HIS ART, FOR THE PURPOSE OF HIS ILLUSIONS THROUGH SOME POWER OR OTHER, HE PURCHASED WITH THE SAME MONEY A TYRIAN WOMAN HELEN FROM A PLACE OF PUBLIC PLEASURE, A FIT COMMODITY INSTEAD OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AND HE PRETENDED THAT HE WAS THE [MOST] HIGHEST FATHER, AND THAT SHE WAS HIS FIRST SUGGESTION WHEREBY HE HAD SUGGESTED THE MAKING OF THE ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS, THAT SHE SHARING IN THIS DESIGN HAD SPRUNG FORTH FROM THE FATHER, AND LEAPED DOWN INTO THE LOWER REGIONS; AND THAT THERE, THE DESIGN OF THE FATHER BEING PREVENTED, SHE HAD BROUGHT FORTH ANGELIC POWERS IGNORANT OF THE FATHER, THE ARTIFICER OF THIS WORLD; BY THESE SHE WAS DETAINED, NOT ACCORDING TO HIS INTENTION, LEST WHEN SHE HAD GONE THEY SHOULD BE THOUGHT TO BE THE PROGENY OF ANOTHER. AND THEREFORE, BEING MADE SUBJECT TO EVERY KIND OF CONTUMELY, SO THAT BY HER DEPRECIATION SHE MIGHT NOT CHOOSE TO DEPART, SHE HAD SUNK TO AS LOW AS THE HUMAN FORM, AS THOUGH SHE HAD HAD TO BE RESTRAINED BY CHAINS OF FLESH, AND THEN FOR MANY AGES BEING TURNED ABOUT THROUGH A SUCCESSION OF FEMALE CONDITIONS, SHE BECAME ALSO THAT HELEN WHO PROVED SO FATAL TO PRIAM, AND AFTER TO THE EYES OF STESICHORUS, FOR SHE HAD CAUSED HIS BLINDNESS ON ACCOUNT OF THE INSULT OF HIS POEM, AND AFTERWARDS HAD REMOVED IT BECAUSE OF HER PLEASURE AT HIS PRAISE. AND THUS, TRANSMIGRATING FROM BODY TO BODY, IN THE EXTREME OF DISHONOR SHE HAD STOOD, TICKETED FOR HIRE, A HELEN VILER [THAN HER PREDECESSOR]. SHE WAS, THEREFORE, THE "LOST SHEEP," TO WHOM THE [MOST] HIGHEST FATHER, SIMON, YOU KNOW, HAD DESCENDED. AND AFTER SHE WAS RECOVERED AND BROUGHT BACK, I KNOW NOT WHETHER ON HIS SHOULDERS OR KNEES, HE AFTERWARDS HAD RESPECT TO THE SALVATION OF MEN, AS IT WERE BY THE LIBERATION OF THOSE WHO HAD TO BE FREED FROM THESE ANGELIC POWERS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DECEIVING WHOM HE TRANSFORMED HIMSELF, AND PRETENDED THAT HE WAS A MAN TO MEN ONLY, PLAYING THE PART OF THE SON IN JUDAEA, AND THAT OF THE FATHER IN SAMARIA. 
[HIPPOLYTUS] (PHILOSOPHUMENA, VI. 7-20). TEXT: REFUTATIO OMNIUM HAERESIUM. I SHALL, THEREFORE, SET FORTH THE SYSTEM OF SIMON OF GITTHA, A VILLAGE OF SAMARIA, AND SHALL SHOW THAT IT IS FROM HIM THAT THOSE WHO FOLLOWED HIM GOT THEIR INSPIRATION, AND THAT THE SPECULATIONS THEY VENTURE UPON HAVE BEEN OF A LIKE NATURE, THOUGH THEIR TERMINOLOGY IS DIFFERENT. THIS SIMON WAS SKILLED IN MAGIC, AND DELUDING MANY, PARTLY BY THE ART OF THRASYMEDES, IN THE WAY WE HAVE EXPLAINED ABOVE, AND PARTLY CORRUPTING THEM BY MEANS OF DAEMONS, HE ENDEAVORED TO DEIFY HIMSELF--A SORCERER FELLOW AND FULL OF INSANITY, WHOM THE APOSTLES CONFUTED IN THE ACTS. FAR MORE PRUDENT AND MODEST WAS THE AIM OF APSETHUS, THE LIBYAN, WHO TRIED TO GET HIMSELF THOUGHT A GOD IN LIBYA. AND AS THE STORY OF APSETHUS IS NOT VERY DISSIMILAR TO THE AMBITION OF THE FOOLISH SIMON, IT WILL NOT BE UNSEEMLY TO REPEAT IT, FOR IT IS QUITE IN KEEPING WITH SIMON'S ENDEAVOR. APSETHUS, THE LIBYAN, WANTED TO BECOME A GOD. BUT IN SPITE OF THE GREATEST EXERTIONS HE FAILED TO REALIZE HIS LONGING, AND SO HE DESIRED THAT AT ANY RATE PEOPLE SHOULD THINK THAT HE HAD BECOME ONE; AND, INDEED, FOR A CONSIDERABLE TIME HE REALLY DID GET PEOPLE TO THINK THAT SUCH WAS THE CASE. FOR THE FOOLISH LIBYANS SACRIFICED TO HIM AS TO SOME DIVINE POWER, THINKING THAT THEY WERE PLACING THEIR CONFIDENCE IN A VOICE THAT CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN. WELL, HE COLLECTED A LARGE NUMBER OF PARROTS AND PUT THEM ALL INTO A CAGE. FOR THERE ARE A GREAT MANY PARROTS IN LIBYA AND THEY MIMIC THE HUMAN VOICE VERY DISTINCTLY. SO, HE KEPT THE BIRDS FOR SOME TIME AND TAUGHT THEM TO SAY, "APSETHUS IS A GOD." AND WHEN, AFTER A LONG TIME, THE BIRDS WERE TRAINED AND COULD SPEAK THE SENTENCE WHICH HE CONSIDERED WOULD MAKE HIM BE THOUGHT TO BE A GOD, HE OPENED THE CAGE AND LET THE PARROTS GO IN EVERY DIRECTION. AND THE VOICE OF THE BIRDS AS THEY FLEW ABOUT WENT OUT INTO ALL LIBYA, AND THEIR WORDS REACHED AS FAR AS THE GREEK SETTLEMENTS. AND THUS, THE LIBYANS, ASTONISHED AT THE VOICE OF THE BIRDS, AND HAVING NO IDEA OF THE TRICK WHICH HAD BEEN PLAYED THEM BY APSETHUS, CONSIDERED HIM TO BE A GOD. BUT ONE OF THE GREEKS, CORRECTLY SURMISING THE CONTRIVANCE OF THE SUPPOSED GOD, NOT ONLY CONFUTED HIM BY MEANS OF THE SELF-SAME PARROTS, BUT ALSO CAUSED THE TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF THIS BOASTFUL AND VULGAR FELLOW. FOR THE GREEK CAUGHT A NUMBER OF THE PARROTS AND RE-TAUGHT THEM TO SAY "APSETHUS CAGED US AND MADE US SAY, 'APSETHUS IS A GOD.'" AND WHEN THE LIBYANS HEARD THE RECANTATION OF THE PARROTS, THEY ALL ASSEMBLED TOGETHER OF ONE ACCORD AND BURNT APSETHUS ALIVE. 9. AND IN THE SAME WAY WE MUST REGARD SIMON, THE MAGICIAN, MORE READILY COMPARING HIM WITH THE LIBYAN FELLOW'S THUS BECOMING A GOD. AND IF THE COMPARISON IS A CORRECT ONE, AND THE FATE WHICH THE MAGICIAN SUFFERED WAS SOMEWHAT SIMILAR TO THAT OF APSETHUS, LET US ENDEAVOR TO RE-TEACH THE PARROTS OF SIMON, THAT HE WAS NOT CHRIST, WHO HAS STOOD, STANDS AND WILL STAND, BUT A MAN, THE CHILD OF A WOMAN, BEGOTTEN OF SEED, FROM BLOOD AND CARNAL DESIRE, LIKE OTHER MEN. AND THAT THIS IS THE CASE, WE SHALL EASILY DEMONSTRATE AS OUR NARRATIVE PROCEEDS. NOW SIMON IN HIS PARAPHRASING OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES SPEAKS WITH ARTFUL MISUNDERSTANDING. FOR WHEN MOSES SAYS "GOD IS A FIRE BURNING AND DESTROYING," TAKING IN AN INCORRECT SENSE WHAT MOSES SAID, HE DECLARES THAT FIRE IS THE UNIVERSAL PRINCIPLE, NOT UNDERSTANDING WHAT WAS SAID, VIZ., NOT THAT "GOD IS FIRE," BUT "A FIRE BURNING AND DESTROYING." AND THUS, HE NOT ONLY TEARS TO PIECES THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES, BUT ALSO PLUNDERS FROM HERACLEITUS THE OBSCURE. AND SIMON STATES THAT THE UNIVERSAL PRINCIPLE IS BOUNDLESS POWER, AS FOLLOWS: "THIS IS THE WRITING OF THE REVELATION OF VOICE AND NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] FROM THOUGHT, THE GREAT POWER, THE BOUNDLESS. WHEREFORE SHALL IT BE SEALED, HIDDEN, CONCEALED, LAID IN THE DWELLING OF WHICH THE UNIVERSAL ROOT IS THE FOUNDATION." AND HE SAYS THAT MAN HERE BELOW, BORN OF BLOOD, IS THE DWELLING, AND THAT THE BOUNDLESS POWER DWELLS IN HIM, WHICH HE SAYS IS THE UNIVERSAL ROOT. AND, ACCORDING TO SIMON, THE BOUNDLESS POWER, FIRE, IS NOT A SIMPLE THING, AS THE MAJORITY WHO SAY THAT THE FOUR ELEMENTS ARE SIMPLE HAVE CONSIDERED FIRE ALSO TO BE SIMPLE, BUT THAT THE FIRE HAS A TWOFOLD NATURE, AND OF THIS TWOFOLD NATURE HE CALLS THE ONE SIDE THE CONCEALED AND THE OTHER THE MANIFESTED, (STATING) THAT THE CONCEALED (PARTS) OF THE FIRE ARE HIDDEN IN THE MANIFESTED, AND THE MANIFESTED PRODUCED BY THE CONCEALED. THIS IS WHAT ARISTOTLE CALLS "IN POTENTIALITY" AND "IN ACTUALITY," AND PLATO THE "INTELLIGIBLE" AND "SENSIBLE." AND THE MANIFESTED SIDE OF THE FIRE HAS ALL THINGS IN ITSELF WHICH A MAN CAN PERCEIVE OF THINGS VISIBLE, OR WHICH HE UNCONSCIOUSLY FAILS TO PERCEIVE. WHEREAS THE CONCEALED SIDE IS EVERYTHING WHICH ONE CAN CONCEIVE AS INTELLIGIBLE, EVEN THOUGH IT, ESCAPE SENSATION, OR WHICH A MAN FAILS TO CONCEIVE. AND GENERALLY, WE MAY SAY, OF ALL THINGS THAT ARE, BOTH SENSIBLE AND INTELLIGIBLE, WHICH HE DESIGNATES CONCEALED AND MANIFESTED, THE FIRE, WHICH IS ABOVE THE HEAVENS, IS THE TREASURE-HOUSE, AS IT WERE A GREAT TREE, LIKE THAT SEEN BY NABUCHODONOSOR IN VISION, FROM WHICH ALL FLESH IS NOURISHED. AND HE CONSIDERS THE MANIFESTED SIDE OF THE FIRE TO BE THE TRUNK, BRANCHES, LEAVES, AND THE BARK SURROUNDING IT ON THE OUTSIDE. ALL THESE PARTS OF THE GREAT TREE, HE SAYS, ARE SET ON FIRE FROM THE ALL-DEVOURING FLAME OF THE FIRE AND DESTROYED. BUT THE FRUIT OF THE TREE, IF ITS IMAGING HAS BEEN PERFECTED AND IT TAKES THE SHAPE OF ITSELF, IS PLACED IN THE STOREHOUSE, AND NOT CAST INTO THE FIRE. FOR THE FRUIT, HE SAYS, IS PRODUCED TO BE PLACED IN THE STOREHOUSE, BUT THE HUSK TO BE COMMITTED TO THE FIRE; THAT IS TO SAY, THE TRUNK, WHICH IS GENERATED NOT FOR ITS OWN SAKE BUT FOR THAT OF THE FRUIT. AND THIS HE SAYS IS WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE SCRIPTURE: "FOR THE VINEYARD OF THE LORD SABAOTH IS THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND A MAN OF JUDAH A WELL-BELOVED SHOOT." AND IF A MAN OF JUDAH IS A WELL-BELOVED SHOOT, IT IS SHOWN, HE SAYS, THAT A TREE IS NOTHING ELSE THAN A MAN. BUT CONCERNING ITS SUNDERING AND DISPERSION, HE SAYS, THE SCRIPTURE HAS SUFFICIENTLY SPOKEN, AND WHAT HAS BEEN SAID IS SUFFICIENT FOR THE INSTRUCTION OF THOSE WHOSE IMAGING HAS BEEN PERFECTED, VIZ.: "ALL FLESH IS GRASS, AND EVERY GLORY OF THE FLESH AS THE FLOWER OF GRASS. THE GRASS IS DRIED UP AND THE FLOWER THEREOF FALLS, BUT THE [SEXLESS] SPEECH OF THE LORD ENDURES FOR THE ETERNITY (AEON)."NOW THE SPEECH OF THE LORD, HE SAYS, IS THE SPEECH ENGENDERED IN THE MOUTH AND THE WORD (LOGOS), FOR ELSEWHERE THERE IS NO PLACE OF PRODUCTION. TO BE BRIEF, THEREFORE, THE FIRE, ACCORDING TO SIMON, BEING OF SUCH A NATURE--BOTH ALL THINGS THAT ARE VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, AND IN LIKE MANNER, THOSE THAT SOUND WITHIN AND THOSE THAT SOUND ALOUD, THOSE WHICH CAN BE NUMBERED AND THOSE WHICH ARE NUMBERED--IN THE GREAT REVELATION HE CALLS IT THE PERFECT INTELLECTUAL, AS (BEING) EVERYTHING THAT CAN BE THOUGHT OF AN INFINITE NUMBER OF TIMES, IN AN INFINITE NUMBER OF WAYS, BOTH AS TO SPEECH, THOUGHT AND ACTION, JUST AS EMPEDOCLES SAYS: "BY EARTH EARTH WE PERCEIVE; BY WATER, WATER, BY AETHER [DIVINE], AETHER, FIRE BY DESTRUCTIVE FIRE; BY FRIENDSHIP, FRIENDSHIP, AND STRIFE BY BITTER STRIFE." FOR, HE SAYS, HE CONSIDERED THAT ALL THE PARTS OF THE FIRE, BOTH VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, POSSESSED PERCEPTION AND A PORTION OF INTELLIGENCE. THE GENERABLE COSMOS, THEREFORE, WAS GENERATED FROM THE INGENERABLE FIRE. AND IT COMMENCED TO BE GENERATED, HE SAYS, IN THE FOLLOWING WAY. THE FIRST SIX ROOTS OF THE PRINCIPLE OF GENERATION WHICH THE GENERATED (COSMOS) TOOK, WERE FROM THAT FIRE. AND THE ROOTS, HE SAYS, WERE GENERATED FROM THE FIRE IN PAIRS, AND HE CALLS THESE ROOTS MIND AND THOUGHT, VOICE AND NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], REASON AND REFLECTION, AND IN THESE SIX ROOTS THERE WAS THE WHOLE OF THE BOUNDLESS POWER TOGETHER, IN POTENTIALITY, BUT NOT IN ACTUALITY. AND THIS BOUNDLESS POWER HE SAYS IS HE WHO HAS STOOD, STANDS AND WILL STAND; WHO, IF HIS IMAGING IS PERFECTED WHILE IN THE SIX POWERS, WILL BE, IN ESSENCE, POWER, GREATNESS AND COMPLETENESS, ONE AND THE SAME WITH THE INGENERABLE AND BOUNDLESS POWER, AND NOT ONE SINGLE WHIT INFERIOR TO THAT INGENERABLE, UNCHANGEABLE AND BOUNDLESS POWER. BUT IF IT, REMAIN IN POTENTIALITY ONLY, AND ITS IMAGING IS NOT PERFECTED, THEN IT DISAPPEARS AND PERISHES, HE SAYS, JUST AS THE POTENTIALITY OF GRAMMAR OR GEOMETRY IN A MAN'S MIND. FOR POTENTIALITY WHEN IT HAS OBTAINED ART BECOMES THE LIGHT OF GENERATED THINGS, BUT IF IT DOES NOT DO SO AN ABSENCE OF ART AND DARKNESS ENSUES, EXACTLY AS IF IT HAD NOT EXISTED AT ALL, AND ON THE DEATH OF THE MAN IT PERISHES WITH HIM. OF THESE SIX POWERS AND THE SEVENTH WHICH IS BEYOND THE SIX, HE CALLS THE FIRST PAIR MIND AND THOUGHT, HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND THE MALE (HEAVEN) LOOKS DOWN FROM ABOVE AND TAKES THOUGHT FOR ITS CO-PARTNER, WHILE THE EARTH FROM BELOW RECEIVES FROM THE HEAVEN THE INTELLECTUAL FRUITS THAT COME DOWN TO IT AND ARE COGNATE WITH THE EARTH. WHEREFORE, HE SAYS, THE WORD OFTTIMES STEADFASTLY CONTEMPLATING THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN GENERATED FROM MIND AND THOUGHT, THAT IS FROM HEAVEN AND EARTH, SAYS: "HEAR, O HEAVEN, AND GIVE EAR, O EARTH, FOR THE LORD HATH SAID: I HAVE GENERATED SONS AND RAISED THEM UP, BUT THEY HAVE SET ME ASIDE." AND HE WHO SAYS THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE SEVENTH POWER, HE WHO HAS STOOD, STANDS AND WILL STAND, FOR HE IS THE CAUSE OF THOSE GOOD THINGS WHICH MOSES PRAISED AND SAID THEY WERE VERY GOOD. AND (THE SECOND PAIR IS) VOICE AND NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], SUN AND MOON. AND (THE THIRD) REASON AND REFLECTION, AIR AND WATER. AND IN ALL OF THESE WAS BLENDED AND MINGLED THE GREAT POWER, THE BOUNDLESS, HE WHO HAS STOOD, AS I HAVE SAID. AND WHEN MOSES SAYS: "(IT IS) IN SIX DAYS THAT GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AND ON THE SEVENTH HE RESTED FROM ALL HIS WORKS," SIMON ARRANGES IT DIFFERENTLY AND THUS MAKES HIMSELF INTO A GOD. WHEN, THEREFORE, THEY (THE SIMONIANS) SAY, THAT THERE ARE THREE DAYS BEFORE THE GENERATION OF THE SUN AND MOON, THEY MEAN ESOTERICALLY MIND AND THOUGHT--THAT IS TO SAY HEAVEN AND EARTH—AND THE SEVENTH POWER, THE BOUNDLESS. FOR THESE THREE POWERS WERE GENERATED BEFORE ALL THE OTHERS. AND WHEN THEY SAY "HE HATH GENERATED ME BEFORE ALL THE AEONS," THE WORDS, HE SAYS, ARE USED CONCERNING THE SEVENTH POWER. NOW THIS SEVENTH POWER WHICH WAS THE FIRST POWER SUBSISTING IN THE BOUNDLESS POWER, WHICH WAS GENERATED BEFORE ALL THE AEONS, THIS, HE SAYS, WAS THE SEVENTH POWER, ABOUT WHICH MOSES SAYS: "AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD MOVED OVER THE WATER," THAT IS TO SAY, HE SAYS, THE SPIRIT WHICH HATH ALL THINGS IN ITSELF, THE IMAGE OF THE BOUNDLESS POWER, CONCERNING WHICH SIMON SAYS: "THE IMAGE FROM, THE INCORRUPTIBLE FORM, ALONE ORDERING ALL THINGS." FOR THE POWER WHICH MOVES ABOVE THE WATER, HE SAYS, IS GENERATED FROM AN IMPERISHABLE FORM, AND ALONE ORDERS ALL THINGS. NOW THE CONSTITUTION OF THE WORLD BEING WITH THEM AFTER THIS OR A SIMILAR FASHION, GOD, HE SAYS, FASHIONED MAN BY TAKING SOIL FROM THE EARTH. AND HE MADE HIM NOT SINGLE BUT DOUBLE, ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS. AND THE IMAGE IS THE SPIRIT MOVING ABOVE THE WATER, WHICH, IF ITS IMAGING IS NOT PERFECTED, PERISHES TOGETHER WITH THE WORLD, SEEING THAT IT REMAINS ONLY IN POTENTIALITY AND DOES NOT BECOME IN ACTUALITY. AND THIS IS THE MEANING OF THE SCRIPTURE, HE SAYS: "LEST WE BE CONDEMNED TOGETHER WITH THE WORLD." BUT IF ITS IMAGING SHOULD BE PERFECTED AND IT SHOULD BE GENERATED FROM AN "INDIVISIBLE POINT," AS IT IS WRITTEN IN HIS REVELATION, THE SMALL SHALL BECOME GREAT. AND THIS GREAT SHALL CONTINUE FOR THE BOUNDLESS AND CHANGELESS ETERNITY (AEON), IN AS MUCH AS IT IS NO LONGER IN THE PROCESS OF BECOMING. HOW AND IN WHAT MANNER, THEN, HE ASKS, DOES GOD FASHION MAN? IN THE GARDEN (PARADISE), HE THINKS. WE MUST CONSIDER THE WOMB A GARDEN, HE SAYS, AND THAT THIS IS THE "CAVE," THE SCRIPTURE TELLS US WHEN IT SAYS: "I AM HE WHO FASHIONED THEE IN THY MOTHER'S WOMB," FOR HE WOULD HAVE IT WRITTEN IN THIS WAY. IN SPEAKING OF THE GARDEN, HE SAYS, MOSES ALLEGORICALLY REFERRED TO THE WOMB, IF WE ARE TO BELIEVE THE WORD. AND, IF GOD FASHIONS MAN IN HIS MOTHER'S WOMB, THAT IS TO SAY IN THE GARDEN, AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, THE WOMB MUST BE TAKEN FOR THE GARDEN, AND EDEN FOR THE REGION (SURROUNDING THE WOMB), AND THE "RIVER GOING FORTH FROM EDEN TO WATER THE GARDEN," FOR THE NAVEL. THIS NAVEL, HE SAYS, IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR CHANNELS, FOR ON EITHER SIDE OF THE NAVEL TWO AIR-DUCTS ARE STRETCHED TO CONVEY THE BREATH, AND TWO VEINS TO CONVEY BLOOD. BUT WHEN, HE SAYS, THE NAVEL GOING FORTH FROM THE REGION OF EDEN IS ATTACHED TO THE FETUS IN THE EPIGASTRIC REGIONS, THAT WHICH IS COMMONLY CALLED BY EVERYONE THE NAVEL...AND THE TWO VEINS BY WHICH THE BLOOD FLOWS AND IS CARRIED FROM THE EDENIC REGION THROUGH WHAT ARE CALLED THE GATES OF THE LIVER, WHICH NOURISH THE FETUS. AND THE AIR-DUCTS, WHICH WE SAID WERE CHANNELS FOR BREATH, EMBRACING THE BLADDER ON EITHER SIDE IN THE REGION OF THE PELVIS, ARE UNITED AT THE GREAT DUCT WHICH IS CALLED THE DORSAL AORTA. AND THUS, THE BREATH PASSING THROUGH THE SIDE DOORS TOWARDS THE HEART PRODUCES THE MOVEMENT OF THE EMBRYO. FOR AS LONG AS THE BABE IS BEING FASHIONED IN THE GARDEN, IT NEITHER TAKES NOURISHMENT THROUGH THE MOUTH, NOR BREATHES THROUGH THE NOSTRILS. FOR SEEING THAT IT IS SURROUNDED BY THE WATERS (OF THE WOMB), DEATH WOULD INSTANTLY SUPERVENE, IF IT TOOK A BREATH, FOR IT WOULD DRAW AFTER IT THE WATERS AND SO PERISH. BUT THE WHOLE (OF THE FETUS) IS WRAPPED UP IN AN ENVELOPE, CALLED THE AMNION, AND IS NOURISHED THROUGH THE NAVEL AND RECEIVES THE ESSENCE OF THE BREATH THROUGH THE DORSAL DUCT, AS I HAVE SAID. THE RIVER, THEREFORE, HE SAYS, WHICH GOES OUT OF EDEN, IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR CHANNELS, FOUR DUCTS, THAT IS TO SAY; INTO FOUR SENSES OF THE FETUS: SIGHT, (HEARING), SMELLING, TASTE AND TOUCH. FOR THESE ARE THE ONLY SENSES THE CHILD HAS WHILE IT IS BEING FORMED IN THE GARDEN. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE [SEXLESS] LAW WHICH MOSES LAID DOWN, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS VERY [SEXLESS] LAW EACH OF HIS BOOKS WAS WRITTEN, AS THE TITLES SHOW. THE FIRST BOOK IS GENESIS, AND THE TITLE OF THE BOOK, HE SAYS, IS SUFFICIENT FOR A KNOWLEDGE OF THE WHOLE MATTER. FOR THIS GENESIS, HE SAYS, IS SIGHT, WHICH IS ONE DIVISION OF THE RIVER. FOR THE WORLD IS PERCEIVED BY SIGHT. THE TITLE OF THE SECOND BOOK IS EXODUS. FOR IT WAS NECESSARY FOR THAT WHICH IS BORN TO TRAVEL THROUGH THE RED SEA, AND PASS TOWARDS THE DESERT--BY RED THE BLOOD IS MEANT, HE SAYS--AND TASTE THE BITTER WATER. FOR THE "BITTER," HE SAYS, IS THE WATER BEYOND THE RED SEA, INASMUCH AS IT IS THE PATH OF KNOWLEDGE OF PAINFUL AND BITTER THINGS WHICH WE TRAVEL ALONG IN LIFE. BUT WHEN IT IS CHANGED BY MOSES, THAT IS TO SAY BY THE WORD, THAT BITTER (WATER) BECOMES SWEET. AND THAT THIS IS SO, ALL MAY HEAR PUBLICLY BY REPEATING AFTER THE POETS: "IN ROOT IT WAS BLACK, BUT LIKE MILK WAS THE FLOWER. MOLY [MAGICAL HERB] THE GODS CALL IT. FOR MORTALS TO DIG IT UP IS DIFFICULT; BUT GODS CAN DO ALL THINGS." SUFFICIENT, HE SAYS, IS WHAT IS SAID BY THE GENTILES FOR A KNOWLEDGE OF THE WHOLE MATTER, FOR THOSE WHO HAVE EARS FOR HEARING. FOR HE WHO TASTED THIS FRUIT, HE SAYS, WAS NOT ONLY NOT CHANGED INTO A BEAST BY CIRCE, BUT USING THE VIRTUE OF THE FRUIT, RESHAPED THOSE WHO HAD BEEN ALREADY CHANGED INTO BEASTS, INTO THEIR FORMER PROPER SHAPE, AND RE-STRUCK AND RECALLED THEIR TYPE. FOR THE TRUE MAN AND ONE BELOVED BY THAT SORCERESS IS DISCOVERED BY THIS MILK-WHITE DIVINE FRUIT, HE SAYS. IN LIKE MANNER LEVITICUS, THE THIRD BOOK, IS SMELLING OR RESPIRATION. FOR THE WHOLE OF THAT BOOK TREATS OF SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS. AND WHEREVER THERE IS A SACRIFICE, THERE ARISES THE SMELL OF THE SCENT FROM THE SACRIFICE OWING TO THE INCENSE, CONCERNING WHICH SWEET SMELL THE SENSE OF SMELL IS THE TEST. NUMBERS, THE FOURTH BOOK, SIGNIFIES TASTE, WHEREIN SPEECH (OR THE WORD) ENERGIZES. AND IT IS SO CALLED THROUGH UTTERING ALL THINGS IN NUMERICAL ORDER. DEUTERONOMY, AGAIN, HE SAYS, IS SO ENTITLED IN REFERENCE TO THE SENSE OF TOUCH OF THE CHILD WHICH IS FORMED. FOR JUST AS THE TOUCH BY CONTACT SYNTHESIZES AND CONFIRMS THE SENSATIONS OF THE OTHER SENSES, PROVING OBJECTS TO BE EITHER HARD, WARM, OR ADHESIVE, SO ALSO THE FIFTH BOOK OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS THE SYNTHESIS OF THE FOUR BOOKS WHICH PRECEDE IT. ALL INGENERABLES, THEREFORE, HE SAYS, ARE IN US IN POTENTIALITY BUT NOT IN ACTUALITY, LIKE THE SCIENCE OF GRAMMAR OR GEOMETRY. AND IF THEY MEET WITH BEFITTING UTTERANCE AND INSTRUCTION, AND THE "BITTER" IS TURNED INTO THE "SWEET"--THAT IS TO SAY, SPEARS INTO REAPING HOOKS AND SWORDS INTO PLOUGHSHARES--THE FIRE WILL NOT HAVE BORN TO IT HUSKS AND STOCKS, BUT PERFECT FRUIT, PERFECTED IN ITS IMAGING, AS I SAID ABOVE, EQUAL AND SIMILAR TO THE INGENERABLE AND BOUNDLESS POWER. "FOR NOW," SAYS HE, "THE AXE IS NIGH TO THE ROOTS OF THE TREE: EVERY TREE," HE SAYS, "THAT BRINGETH NOT FORTH GOOD FRUIT, IS CUT DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE." AND SO, ACCORDING TO SIMON, THAT BLESSED AND IMPERISHABLE (PRINCIPLE) CONCEALED IN EVERYTHING, IS IN POTENTIALITY, BUT NOT IN ACTUALITY, WHICH INDEED IS HE WHO HAS STOOD, STANDS AND WILL STAND, WHO HAS STOOD ABOVE IN THE INGENERABLE POWER, WHO STANDS BELOW IN THE STREAM OF THE WATERS, GENERATED IN AN IMAGE, WHO SHALL STAND ABOVE, BY THE SIDE OF THE BLESSED AND BOUNDLESS POWER, IF THE IMAGING BE PERFECTED. FOR THREE, HE SAYS, ARE THEY THAT STAND, AND WITHOUT THERE BEING THREE STANDING AEONS, THERE WOULD BE NO SETTING IN ORDER OF THE GENERABLE WHICH, ACCORDING TO THEM, MOVES ON THE WATER, AND WHICH IS FASHIONED ACCORDING TO THE SIMILITUDE INTO A PERFECT CELESTIAL, BECOMING IN NO WHIT INFERIOR TO THE INGENERABLE POWER, AND THIS IS THE MEANING OF THEIR SAYING: "THOU AND I, THE ONE THING; BEFORE ME, THOU; THAT AFTER THEE, I." THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE ONE POWER, SEPARATED INTO THE ABOVE AND BELOW, GENERATING ITSELF, INCREASING ITSELF, SEEKING ITSELF, FINDING ITSELF, ITS OWN MOTHER, ITS OWN FATHER, ITS SISTER, ITS SPOUSE; THE DAUGHTER, SON, MOTHER, AND FATHER OF ITSELF; ONE, THE UNIVERSAL ROOT. AND THAT, AS HE SAYS, THE BEGINNING OF THE GENERATION OF THINGS WHICH ARE GENERATED IS FROM FIRE, HE UNDERSTANDS SOMEWHAT IN THIS FASHION. OF ALL THINGS OF WHICH THERE IS GENERATION, THE BEGINNING OF THE DESIRE FOR THEIR GENERATION IS FROM FIRE. FOR, INDEED, THE DESIRE OF MUTABLE GENERATION IS CALLED "BEING ON FIRE." AND THOUGH FIRE IS ONE, YET HAS IT TWO MODES OF MUTATION. FOR IN THE MAN, HE SAYS, THE BLOOD, BEING HOT AND YELLOW--LIKE FIRE WHEN IT TAKES FORM--IS TURNED INTO SEED, WHEREAS IN THE WOMAN THE SAME BLOOD (IS CHANGED) INTO MILK. AND THIS CHANGE IN THE MALE BECOMES THE FACULTY OF GENERATING, WHILE THAT IN THE FEMALE (BECOMES) NOURISHMENT FOR THE CHILD. THIS, HE SAYS, IS "THE FLAMING SWORD THAT IS TURNED ABOUT TO KEEP THE WAY OF THE TREE OF LIFE." FOR THE BLOOD IS TURNED INTO SEED AND MILK; AND THIS POWER BECOMES MOTHER AND FATHER, FATHER OF THOSE THAT ARE BORN, AND MOTHER OF THOSE THAT ARE NOURISHED, STANDING IN WANT OF NOTHING, SUFFICIENT UNTO ITSELF. AND THE TREE OF LIFE, HE SAYS, IS GUARDED BY THE FIERY SWORD WHICH IS TURNED ABOUT, (WHICH TREE), AS WE HAVE SAID, (IS) THE SEVENTH POWER WHICH PROCEEDS FROM ITSELF, CONTAINS ALL (IN ITSELF), AND IS STORED IN THE SIX POWERS. FOR WERE THE FLAMING SWORD NOT TURNED ABOUT, THAT FAIR TREE WOULD BE DESTROYED AND PERISH; BUT IF IT IS TURNED INTO SEED AND MILK, THAT WHICH IS STORED IN THEM IN POTENTIALITY, HAVING OBTAINED A FITTING UTTERANCE, AND AN APPOINTED PLACE IN WHICH THE UTTERANCE MAY BE DEVELOPED, STARTING AS IT WERE FROM THE SMALLEST SPARK, IT WILL INCREASE TO ALL PERFECTION, AND EXPAND, AND BE AN INFINITE POWER, UNCHANGEABLE, EQUAL AND SIMILAR TO THE UNCHANGEABLE AEON, WHICH IS NO MORE GENERATED FOR THE BOUNDLESS ETERNITY. CONFORMABLY, THEREFORE, TO THIS REASONING, FOR THE FOOLISH, SIMON WAS A GOD, LIKE THAT LIBYAN APSETHUS; (A GOD) SUBJECT TO GENERATION AND SUFFERING, SO LONG AS HE REMAINED IN POTENTIALITY, BUT FREED FROM THE BONDS OF SUFFERING AND BIRTH, AS SOON AS HIS IMAGING FORTH WAS ACCOMPLISHED, AND ATTAINING PERFECTION HE PASSED FORTH FROM THE FIRST TWO POWERS, TO WIT HEAVEN AND EARTH. FOR SIMON SPEAKS DISTINCTLY CONCERNING THIS IN HIS REVELATION AS FOLLOWS: "TO YOU, THEREFORE, I SAY WHAT I SAY, AND WRITE WHAT I WRITE. AND THE WRITING IS THIS." OF THE UNIVERSAL AEONS THERE ARE TWO SHOOTS, WITHOUT BEGINNING OR END, SPRINGING FROM ONE ROOT, WHICH IS THE POWER INVISIBLE, INAPPREHENSIBLE SILENCE. OF THESE SHOOTS ONE IS MANIFESTED FROM ABOVE, WHICH IS THE GREAT POWER, THE UNIVERSAL MIND ORDERING ALL THINGS, MALE, AND THE OTHER, (IS MANIFESTED) FROM BELOW, THE GREAT THOUGHT, FEMALE, PRODUCING ALL THINGS. "HENCE PAIRING WITH EACH OTHER, THEY UNITE AND MANIFEST THE MIDDLE DISTANCE, INCOMPREHENSIBLE AIR, WITHOUT BEGINNING OR END. IN THIS IS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO SUSTAINS ALL THINGS, AND NOURISHES THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE A BEGINNING AND END." THIS IS HE WHO HAS STOOD, STANDS AND WILL STAND, A MALE-FEMALE POWER LIKE THE PREEXISTING BOUNDLESS POWER, WHICH HAS NEITHER BEGINNING NOR END, EXISTING IN ONENESS. FOR IT IS FROM THIS THAT THE THOUGHT IN THE ONENESS PROCEEDED AND BECAME TWO. "SO, HE WAS ONE, FOR HAVING HER IN HIMSELF, HE WAS ALONE, NOT HOWEVER FIRST, ALTHOUGH PREEXISTING, BUT BEING MANIFESTED FROM HIMSELF TO HIMSELF, HE BECAME SECOND. NOR WAS HE CALLED FATHER BEFORE (THOUGHT) CALLED HIM FATHER." AS, THEREFORE, PRODUCING HIMSELF BY HIMSELF, HE MANIFESTED TO HIMSELF HIS OWN THOUGHT, SO ALSO THE THOUGHT THAT WAS MANIFESTED DID NOT MAKE THE FATHER, BUT CONTEMPLATING HIM HID HIM--THAT IS TO SAY THE POWER--IN HERSELF, AND IS MALE-FEMALE, POWER AND THOUGHT. "HENCE, THEY PAIR WITH EACH OTHER BEING ONE, FOR THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN POWER AND THOUGHT. FROM THE THINGS ABOVE IS DISCOVERED POWER, AND FROM THOSE BELOW THOUGHT. IN THE SAME MANNER ALSO THAT WHICH WAS MANIFESTED FROM THEM ALTHOUGH BEING ONE IS YET FOUND AS TWO, THE MALE-FEMALE HAVING THE FEMALE IN ITSELF. THUS, MIND IS IN THOUGHT--THINGS INSEPARABLE FROM ONE ANOTHER--WHICH ALTHOUGH BEING ONE ARE YET FOUND AS TWO." SO, THEN SIMON BY SUCH INVENTIONS GOT WHAT INTERPRETATION HE PLEASED, NOT ONLY OUT OF THE WRITINGS OF MOSES, BUT ALSO OUT OF THOSE OF THE (PAGAN) POETS, BY FALSIFYING THEM. FOR HE GIVES AN ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETATION OF THE WOODEN HORSE, AND HELEN WITH THE TORCH, AND A NUMBER OF OTHER THINGS, WHICH HE METAMORPHOSES AND WEAVES INTO FICTIONS CONCERNING HIMSELF AND HIS THOUGHT. AND HE SAID THAT THE LATTER WAS THE "LOST SHEEP," WHO AGAIN AND AGAIN ABIDING IN WOMEN THROWS THE POWERS IN THE WORLD INTO CONFUSION, ON ACCOUNT OF HER UNSURPASSABLE BEAUTY; ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH THE TROJAN WAR CAME TO PASS THROUGH HER. FOR THIS THOUGHT TOOK UP ITS ABODE IN THE HELEN THAT WAS BORN JUST AT THAT TIME, AND THUS WHEN ALL THE POWERS LAID CLAIM TO HER, THERE AROSE FACTION AND WAR AMONG THOSE NATIONS TO WHOM SHE WAS MANIFESTED. IT WAS THUS, FORSOOTH, THAT STESICHORUS WAS DEPRIVED OF SIGHT WHEN HE ABUSED HER IN HIS VERSES; AND AFTERWARDS WHEN HE REPENTED AND WROTE THE RECANTATION IN WHICH HE SUNG HER PRAISES HE RECOVERED HIS SIGHT. AND SUBSEQUENTLY, WHEN HER BODY WAS CHANGED BY THE ANGELS AND LOWER POWERS--WHICH ALSO, HE SAYS, MADE THE WORLD--SHE LIVED IN A BROTHEL IN TYRE, A CITY OF PHOENICIA, WHERE HE FOUND HER ON HIS ARRIVAL. FOR HE PROFESSES THAT HE HAD COME THERE FOR THE PURPOSE OF FINDING HER FOR THE FIRST TIME, THAT HE MIGHT DELIVER HER FROM BONDAGE. AND AFTER HE HAD PURCHASED HER FREEDOM, HE TOOK HER ABOUT WITH HIM, PRETENDING THAT SHE WAS THE "LOST SHEEP," AND THAT HE HIMSELF WAS THE POWER WHICH IS OVER ALL. WHEREAS THE IMPOSTOR HAVING FALLEN IN [SEXUAL] LOVE WITH THIS STRUMPET, CALLED HELEN, PURCHASED AND KEPT HER, AND BEING ASHAMED TO HAVE IT KNOWN BY HIS DISCIPLES, INVENTED THIS STORY. AND THOSE WHO COPY THE VAGABOND MAGICIAN SIMON DO LIKE ACTS, AND PRETEND THAT INTERCOURSE SHOULD BE PROMISCUOUS, SAYING: "ALL SOIL IS SOIL, AND IT MATTERS NOT WHERE A MAN SOWS, SO LONG AS HE DOES SOW." NAY, THEY PRIDE THEMSELVES ON PROMISCUOUS INTERCOURSE, SAYING THAT THIS IS THE "PERFECT [SEXLESS] LOVE," CITING THE TEXT, "THE HOLY SHALL BE SANCTIFIED BY THE...OF THE HOLY." AND THEY PROFESS THAT THEY ARE NOT IN THE POWER OF THAT WHICH IS USUALLY CONSIDERED EVIL, FOR THEY ARE REDEEMED. FOR BY PURCHASING THE FREEDOM OF HELEN, HE (SIMON) THUS OFFERED SALVATION TO MEN BY KNOWLEDGE PECULIAR TO HIMSELF. FOR HE SAID THAT, AS THE ANGELS WERE MISGOVERNING THE WORLD OWING TO THEIR [SEXUAL] LOVE OF POWER, HE HAD COME TO SET THINGS RIGHT, BEING METAMORPHOSED AND MADE LIKE UNTO THE DOMINIONS, PRINCIPALITIES AND ANGELS, SO THAT HE WAS MANIFESTED AS A MAN ALTHOUGH HE WAS NOT REALLY A MAN, AND THAT HE SEEMED TO SUFFER IN JUDAEA, ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT REALLY UNDERGO IT, BUT THAT HE WAS MANIFESTED TO THE JEWS AS THE SON, IN SAMARIA AS THE FATHER, AND AMONG THE OTHER NATIONS AS THE HOLY GHOST, AND THAT HE PERMITTED HIMSELF TO BE CALLED BY WHATEVER NAME MEN PLEASED TO CALL HIM. AND THAT IT WAS BY THE ANGELS, WHO MADE THE WORLD, THAT THE PROPHETS WERE INSPIRED TO UTTER THEIR PROPHECIES. WHEREFORE THEY WHO BELIEVE ON SIMON AND HELEN PAY NO ATTENTION TO THE LATTER EVEN TO THIS DAY, BUT DO EVERYTHING THEY LIKE, AS BEING FREE, FOR THEY CONTEND THAT THEY ARE SAVED THROUGH HIS (SIMON'S) GRACE. FOR (THEY ASSERT THAT) THERE IS NO CAUSE FOR PUNISHMENT IF A MAN DOES ILL, FOR EVIL IS NOT IN NATURE BUT IN INSTITUTION. FOR, HE SAYS, THE ANGELS WHO MADE THE WORLD, INSTITUTED WHAT THEY WISHED, THINKING BY SUCH WORDS TO ENSLAVE ALL WHO LISTENED TO THEM. WHEREAS THE DISSOLUTION OF THE WORLD, THEY (THE SIMONIANS) SAY, IS FOR THE RANSOMING OF THEIR OWN PEOPLE. AND (SIMON'S) DISCIPLES PERFORM MAGICAL CEREMONIES AND (USE) INCANTATIONS, AND PHILTRES [ELIXIRS OR BREWS] AND SPELLS, AND THEY ALSO SEND WHAT ARE CALLED "DREAM-SENDING" DAEMONS FOR DISTURBING WHOM THEY WILL. THEY ALSO TRAIN WHAT ARE CALLED "FAMILIARS," AND HAVE A STATUE OF SIMON IN THE FORM OF ZEUS, AND ONE OF HELEN IN THE FORM OF ATHENA, WHICH THEY WORSHIP, CALLING THE FORMER LORD AND THE LATTER LADY. AND IF ANY AMONG THEM ON SEEING THE IMAGES, CALLS THEM BY THE NAME OF SIMON OR HELEN, HE IS CAST OUT AS ONE IGNORANT OF THE MYSTERIES. WHILE THIS SIMON WAS LEADING MANY ASTRAY BY HIS MAGIC RITES IN SAMARIA, HE WAS CONFUTED BY THE APOSTLES. AND BEING CURSED, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE ACTS, IN DISSATISFACTION TOOK TO THESE SCHEMES. AND AT LAST HE TRAVELLED TO ROME AND AGAIN FELL IN WITH THE APOSTLES, AND PETER HAD MANY ENCOUNTERS WITH HIM FOR HE CONTINUED LEADING NUMBERS ASTRAY BY HIS MAGIC. AND TOWARDS THE END OF HIS CAREER GOING...HE SETTLED UNDER A PLANE TREE AND CONTINUED HIS TEACHINGS. AND FINALLY RUNNING THE RISK OF EXPOSURE THROUGH THE LENGTH OF HIS STAY, HE SAID, THAT IF HE WERE BURIED ALIVE, HE WOULD RISE AGAIN ON THE THIRD DAY. AND HE DID ACTUALLY ORDER A GRAVE TO BE DUG BY HIS DISCIPLES AND TOLD THEM TO BURY HIM. SO, THEY CARRIED OUT HIS ORDERS, BUT HE HAS STOPPED AWAY UNTIL THE PRESENT DAY, FOR HE WAS NOT THE CHRIST.
ORIGENES (CONTRA CELSUM, I. 57; V. 62; VI. II). TEXT. AND SIMON ALSO, THE SAMARITAN MAGICIAN, ENDEAVORED TO STEAL AWAY CERTAIN BY HIS MAGIC. AND AT THAT TIME, HE SUCCEEDED IN DECEIVING THEM, BUT IN OUR OWN DAY I DO NOT THINK IT POSSIBLE TO FIND THIRTY SIMONIANS ALTOGETHER IN THE INHABITED WORLD. AND PROBABLY I HAVE SAID MORE THAN THEY REALLY ARE. THERE ARE A VERY FEW OF THEM ROUND PALESTINE; BUT IN THE REST OF THE WORLD HIS NAME IS NOWHERE TO BE FOUND IN THE SENSE OF THE DOCTRINE HE WISHED TO SPREAD BROADCAST CONCERNING HIMSELF. AND ALONGSIDE OF THE REPORTS ABOUT HIM, WE HAVE THE ACCOUNT FROM THE ACTS. AND THEY WHO SAY THESE THINGS ABOUT HIM ARE CHRISTIANS AND THEIR CLEAR WITNESS IS THAT SIMON WAS NOTHING DIVINE. V. 62. THEN POURING OUT A QUANTITY OF OUR NAMES, HE (CELSUS) SAYS HE KNOWS CERTAIN SIMONIANS WHO ARE CALLED HELENIANI, BECAUSE THEY WORSHIP HELEN OR A TEACHER HELENUS. BUT CELSUS IS IGNORANT THAT THE SIMONIANS IN NO WAY CONFESS THAT JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD, BUT THEY SAY THAT SIMON IS THE POWER OF GOD, TELLING SOME MARVELOUS STORIES ABOUT THE FELLOW, WHO THOUGHT THAT IF HE LAID CLAIM TO LIKE POWERS AS THOSE WHICH HE THOUGHT JESUS LAID CLAIM TO, HE ALSO WOULD BE AS POWERFUL AMONG MEN AS JESUS IS WITH MANY. FOR THE FORMER (SIMON) PRETENDED HE WAS THE POWER OF GOD, WHICH IS CALLED GREAT, AND THE LATTER (DOSITHEUS) THAT HE TOO WAS THE SON OF GOD. FOR NOWHERE IN THE WORLD DO THE SIMONIANS ANY LONGER EXIST. MOREOVER, BY GETTING MANY UNDER HIS INFLUENCE SIMON TOOK AWAY FROM HIS DISCIPLES THE DANGER OF DEATH, WHICH CHRISTIANS WERE TAUGHT WAS TAKEN AWAY, TEACHING THEM THAT THERE WAS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN IT AND IDOLATRY. AND YET IN THE BEGINNING THE SIMONIANS WERE NOT PLOTTED AGAINST. FOR THE EVIL DAEMON WHO PLOTS AGAINST THE TEACHING OF JESUS, KNEW THAT NO COUNSEL OF HIS OWN WOULD BE UNDONE BY THE DISCIPLES OF SIMON.
PHILASTRIUS (DE HAERESIBUS, I). TEXT: PATRES QUARTI ECCLESIAE SAECULI. NOW AFTER THE PASSION OF CHRIST, OUR LORD, AND HIS ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN, THERE AROSE A CERTAIN SIMON, THE MAGICIAN, A SAMARITAN BY BIRTH, FROM A VILLAGE CALLED GITTHA, WHO HAVING THE LEISURE NECESSARY FOR THE ARTS OF MAGIC DECEIVED MANY, SAYING THAT HE WAS SOME POWER OF GOD, ABOVE ALL POWERS. WHOM THE SAMARITANS WORSHIP AS THE FATHER, AND WICKEDLY EXTOL AS THE FOUNDER OF THEIR HERESY, AND STRIVE TO EXALT HIM WITH MANY PRAISES. WHO HAVING BEEN BAPTIZED BY THE BLESSED APOSTLES, WENT BACK FROM THEIR FAITH, AND DISSEMINATED A WICKED AND PERNICIOUS HERESY, SAYING THAT HE WAS TRANSFORMED SUPPOSEDLY, THAT IS TO SAY LIKE A SHADOW, AND THUS HE HAD SUFFERED, ALTHOUGH, HE SAYS, HE DID NOT SUFFER. AND HE ALSO DARED TO SAY THAT THE WORLD HAD BEEN MADE BY ANGELS, AND THE ANGELS AGAIN HAD BEEN MADE BY CERTAIN ENDOWED WITH PERCEPTION FROM HEAVEN, AND THAT THEY (THE ANGELS) HAD DECEIVED THE HUMAN RACE. HE ASSERTED, MOREOVER, THAT THERE WAS A CERTAIN OTHER THOUGHT, WHO DESCENDED INTO THE WORLD FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN; HE SAYS SHE WAS THAT HELEN WHOSE STORY IS CELEBRATED IN THE TROJAN WAR BY THE VAIN-GLORIOUS POETS. AND THE POWERS, HE SAYS, LED ON BY DESIRE OF THIS HELEN, STIRRED UP SEDITION. "FOR SHE," HE SAYS, "AROUSING DESIRE IN THOSE POWERS, AND APPEARING IN THE FORM OF A WOMAN, COULD NOT REAESCEND INTO HEAVEN, BECAUSE THE POWERS WHICH WERE IN HEAVEN DID NOT PERMIT HER TO REASCEND." MOREOVER, SHE LOOKED FOR ANOTHER POWER, THAT IS TO SAY, THE PRESENCE OF SIMON HIMSELF, WHICH WOULD COME AND FREE HER. THE WOODEN HORSE ALSO, WHICH THE VAIN-GLORIOUS POETS SAY WAS IN THE TROJAN WAR, HE ASSERTED WAS ALLEGORICAL, NAMELY, THAT THAT MECHANICAL INVENTION TYPIFIED THE IGNORANCE OF ALL THE IMPIOUS NATIONS, ALTHOUGH IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT THAT HELEN, WHO WAS WITH THE MAGICIAN, WAS A PROSTITUTE FROM TYRE, AND THAT THIS SAME SIMON, THE MAGICIAN, HAD FOLLOWED HER, AND TOGETHER WITH HER HAD PRACTICED VARIOUS MAGIC ARTS AND COMMITTED DIVERS CRIMES. BUT AFTER HE HAD FLED FROM THE BLESSED PETER FROM THE CITY OF JERUSALEM, AND CAME TO ROME, AND CONTENDED THERE WITH THE BLESSED APOSTLE BEFORE THE EMPEROR NERO, HE WAS ROUTED ON EVERY POINT BY THE SPEECH OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE, AND BEING SMITTEN BY AN ANGEL CAME BY A RIGHTEOUS END IN ORDER THAT THE GLARING FALSITY OF HIS MAGIC MIGHT BE MADE KNOWN UNTO ALL MEN.
EPIPHANIUS (CONTRA HAERESES, II. 1-6). TEXT: OPERA. FROM THE TIME OF CHRIST TO OUR OWN DAY THE FIRST HERESY WAS THAT OF SIMON THE MAGICIAN, AND THOUGH IT WAS NOT CORRECTLY AND DISTINCTLY ONE OF THE CHRISTIAN NAMES, YET IT WORKED GREAT HAVOC BY THE CORRUPTION IT PRODUCED AMONG CHRISTIANS. THIS SIMON WAS A SORCERER, AND THE BASE OF HIS OPERATIONS WAS AT GITTHA, A CITY IN SAMARIA, WHICH STILL EXISTS AS A VILLAGE. AND HE DELUDED THE SAMARITAN PEOPLE WITH MAGICAL PHENOMENA, DELUDING AND ENTICING THEM WITH A BAIT BY SAYING THAT HE WAS THE GREAT POWER OF GOD AND HAD COME DOWN FROM ABOVE. AND HE TOLD THE SAMARITANS THAT HE WAS THE FATHER, AND THE JEWS THAT HE WAS THE SON, AND THAT IN UNDERGOING THE PASSION HE HAD NOT REALLY DONE SO, BUT THAT IT WAS ONLY IN APPEARANCE. AND HE INGRATIATED HIMSELF WITH THE APOSTLES, WAS BAPTIZED BY PHILIP WITH MANY OTHERS, AND RECEIVED THE SAME RITE AS THE REST. AND ALL EXCEPT HIMSELF AWAITED THE ARRIVAL OF THE GREAT APOSTLES AND BY THE LAYING ON OF THEIR HANDS RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT, FOR PHILIP, BEING A DEACON, HAD NOT THE POWER OF LAYING ON OF HANDS TO GRANT THEREBY THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. BUT SIMON, WITH WICKED HEART AND ERRONEOUS CALCULATIONS, PERSISTED IN HIS BASE AND MERCENARY COVETOUSNESS, WITHOUT ABANDONING IN ANY WAY HIS MISERABLE PURSUITS, AND OFFERED MONEY TO PETER, THE APOSTLE, FOR THE POWER OF BESTOWING THE HOLY SPIRIT BY THE LAYING ON OF HANDS, CALCULATING THAT HE WOULD GIVE LITTLE, AND THAT FOR THE LITTLE (HE GAVE), BY BESTOWING THE SPIRIT ON MANY, HE WOULD AMASS A LARGE SUM OF MONEY AND MAKE A PROFIT. SO, WITH HIS MIND IN A VILE STATE THROUGH THE DEVILISH ILLUSIONS PRODUCED BY HIS MAGIC, AND WEAVING ALL KINDS OF IMAGES, AND BEING EVER READY OF HIS OWN VILLAINY TO SHOW HIS BARBARIC AND DEMONIACAL TRICKS BY MEANS OF HIS CHARMS, HE CAME FORWARD PUBLICLY AND UNDER THE CLOAK OF THE NAME OF CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; AND PRETENDING THAT HE WAS MIXING HELLEBORE WITH HONEY, HE ADDED A POISON FOR THOSE WHOM HE HUNTED INTO HIS MISCHIEVOUS ILLUSION, UNDER THE CLOAK OF THE NAME OF CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND COMPASSED THE DEATH OF THOSE WHO BELIEVED. AND BEING LEWD IN NATURE AND GOADED ON THROUGH SHAME OF HIS PROMISES, THE VAGABOND FABRICATED A CORRUPT ALLEGORY FOR THOSE WHOM HE HAD DECEIVED. FOR PICKING UP A ROVING WOMAN, CALLED HELEN, WHO ORIGINATED FROM THE CITY OF THE TYRIANS, HE TOOK HER ABOUT WITH HIM, WITHOUT LETTING PEOPLE KNOW THAT HE WAS ON TERMS OF UNDUE INTIMACY WITH HER; AND WHEN HE WAS INVOLVED IN BURSTING DISGRACE BECAUSE OF HIS MISTRESS, HE STARTED A FABULOUS KIND OF PSYCHOPOMPY FOR HIS DISCIPLES, AND SAYING, FORSOOTH, THAT HE WAS THE GREAT POWER OF GOD, HE VENTURED TO CALL HIS PROSTITUTE COMPANION THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND HE SAYS THAT IT WAS ON HER ACCOUNT HE DESCENDED. "AND IN EACH HEAVEN, I CHANGED MY FORM," HE SAYS, "IN ORDER THAT I MIGHT NOT BE PERCEIVED BY MY ANGELIC POWERS, AND DESCEND TO MY THOUGHT, WHICH IS SHE WHO IS CALLED PRUNICUS AND HOLY SPIRIT, THROUGH WHOM I BROUGHT INTO BEING THE ANGELS, AND THE ANGELS BROUGHT INTO BEING THE WORLD AND MEN." (HE CLAIMED) THAT THIS WAS THE HELEN OF OLD, ON WHOSE ACCOUNT THE TROJANS AND GREEKS WENT TO WAR. AND HE RELATED A MYTH WITH REGARD TO THESE MATTERS, THAT THIS POWER DESCENDING FROM ABOVE CHANGED ITS FORM, AND THAT IT WAS ABOUT THIS THAT THE POETS SPOKE ALLEGORICALLY. AND THROUGH THIS POWER FROM ABOVE--WHICH THEY CALL PRUNICUS, AND WHICH IS CALLED BY OTHER SECTS BARBERO OR BARBELO--DISPLAYING HER BEAUTY, SHE DROVE THEM TO FRENZY, AND ON THIS ACCOUNT WAS SHE SENT FOR THE DESPOILING OF THE RULERS WHO BROUGHT THE WORLD INTO BEING; AND THE ANGELS THEMSELVES WENT TO WAR ON HER ACCOUNT; AND WHILE SHE EXPERIENCED NOTHING, THEY SET TO WORK TO MUTUALLY SLAUGHTER EACH OTHER ON ACCOUNT OF THE DESIRE WHICH SHE INFUSED INTO THEM FOR HERSELF. AND CONSTRAINING HER SO THAT SHE COULD NOT REAESCEND, EACH HAD INTERCOURSE WITH HER IN EVERY BODY OF WOMANLY AND FEMALE CONSTITUTION--SHE REINCARNATING FROM FEMALE BODIES INTO DIFFERENT BODIES, BOTH OF THE HUMAN KINGDOM, AND OF BEASTS AND OTHER THINGS--IN ORDER THAT BY MEANS OF THEIR SLAYING AND BEING SLAIN, THEY MIGHT BRING ABOUT A DIMINUTION OF THEMSELVES THROUGH THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD, AND THAT THEN SHE BY COLLECTING AGAIN THE POWER WOULD BE ENABLED TO REAESCEND INTO HEAVEN. AND SHE IT WAS AT THAT TIME WHO WAS POSSESSED BY THE GREEKS AND TROJANS; AND THAT BOTH IN THE NIGHT OF TIME BEFORE THE WORLD EXISTED, AND AFTER ITS EXISTENCE, BY THE INVISIBLE POWERS SHE HAD WROUGHT THINGS OF A LIKE NATURE. "AND SHE IT IS WHO IS NOW WITH ME, AND ON HER ACCOUNT HAVE I DESCENDED. AND SHE WAS LOOKING FOR MY COMING. FOR SHE IS THE THOUGHT, CALLED HELEN IN HOMER." AND IT WAS ON THIS ACCOUNT THAT HOMER WAS COMPELLED TO PORTRAY HER AS STANDING ON A TOWER, AND BY MEANS OF A TORCH REVEALING TO THE GREEKS THE PLOT OF THE PHRYGIANS. AND BY THE TORCH, HE DELINEATED, AS I SAID, THE MANIFESTATION OF THE LIGHT FROM ABOVE. ON WHICH ACCOUNT ALSO, THE WOODEN HORSE IN HOMER WAS DEVISED, WHICH THE GREEKS THINK WAS MADE FOR A DISTINCT PURPOSE, WHEREAS THE SORCERER MAINTAINED THAT THIS IS THE IGNORANCE OF THE GENTILES, AND THAT LIKE AS THE PHRYGIANS WHEN THEY DRAGGED IT ALONG IN IGNORANCE DREW ON THEIR OWN DESTRUCTION, SO ALSO THE GENTILES, THAT IS TO SAY PEOPLE WHO ARE "WITHOUT MY WISDOM," THROUGH IGNORANCE, DRAW RUIN ON THEMSELVES. MOREOVER, THE IMPOSTOR SAID THAT ATHENA AGAIN WAS IDENTICAL WITH WHAT THEY CALLED THOUGHT, MAKING USE FORSOOTH OF THE WORDS OF THE HOLY APOSTLE PAUL--CHANGING THE TRUTH INTO HIS OWN LIE [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]--TO WIT: "PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF FAITH AND THE HELMET OF SALVATION, AND THE GREAVES AND SWORD AND BUCKLER", AND THAT ALL THIS WAS IN THE MIMES OF PHILISTION, THE ROGUE! WORDS UTTERED BY THE APOSTLE WITH FIRM REASONING AND FAITH OF HOLY CONVERSATION, AND THE POWER OF THE DIVINE AND HEAVENLY WORD--TURNING THEM FURTHER INTO A JOKE AND NOTHING MORE. FOR WHAT DOES HE SAY? THAT HE (PHILISTION) ARRANGED ALL THESE THINGS IN A MYSTERIOUS MANNER INTO TYPES OF ATHENA. WHEREFORE AGAIN, IN MAKING KNOWN THE WOMAN WITH HIM WHOM HE HAD TAKEN FROM TYRE AND WHO HAD THE SAME NAME AS HELEN OF OLD, HE SPOKE AS I HAVE TOLD YOU ABOVE, CALLING HER BY ALL THOSE NAMES, THOUGHT, AND ATHENA, AND HELEN AND THE REST. "AND ON HER ACCOUNT," HE SAYS, "I DESCENDED. AND THIS IS THE 'LOST SHEEP' WRITTEN OF IN THE GOSPEL." MOREOVER, HE LEFT TO HIS FOLLOWERS AN IMAGE, HIS OWN PRESUMABLY, AND THEY WORSHIP IT UNDER THE FORM OF ZEUS, AND HE LEFT ANOTHER IN LIKE MANNER OF HELEN IN THE GUISE OF ATHENA, AND HIS DUPES WORSHIP THEM. AND HE ENJOINED MYSTERIES OF OBSCENITY AND--TO SET IT FORTH MORE SERIOUSLY--OF THE SHEDDING’S OF BODIES, EMISSIONUM VIROROM, FEMINARUM MENSTRUORUM, AND THAT THEY SHOULD BE GATHERED UP FOR MYSTERIES IN A MOST FILTHY [SEXUAL] COLLECTION; THAT THESE WERE THE MYSTERIES OF LIFE, AND OF THE MOST PERFECT GNOSIS--A PRACTICE WHICH ANYONE WHO HAS UNDERSTANDING FROM GOD WOULD MOST NATURALLY CONSIDER TO BE MOST FILTHY CONDUCT AND DEATH RATHER THAN LIFE. AND HE SUPPOSES NAMES FOR THE DOMINIONS AND PRINCIPALITIES, AND SAYS THERE ARE DIFFERENT HEAVENS, AND SETS FORTH POWERS FOR EACH FIRMAMENT AND HEAVEN, AND TRICKS THEM OUT WITH BARBAROUS NAMES, AND SAYS THAT NO MAN CAN BE SAVED IN ANY OTHER FASHION THAN BY LEARNING THIS MYSTAGOGY, AND HOW TO OFFER SUCH SACRIFICES TO THE UNIVERSAL FATHER THROUGH THESE DOMINIONS AND PRINCIPALITIES. AND HE SAYS THAT THIS WORLD (AEON) WAS CONSTRUCTED DEFECTIVELY BY DOMINIONS AND PRINCIPALITIES OF EVIL. AND HE CONSIDERS THAT CORRUPTION AND DESTRUCTION ARE OF THE FLESH ALONE, BUT THAT THERE IS A PURIFICATION OF SOULS AND THAT, ONLY IF THEY ARE ESTABLISHED IN INITIATION BY MEANS OF HIS MISLEADING GNOSIS. THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF THE SO-CALLED GNOSTICS. AND HE PRETENDED THAT THE [SEXUAL] LAW WAS NOT OF GOD, BUT OF THE LEFT-HAND POWER, AND THAT THE PROPHETS WERE NOT FROM THE GOOD GOD BUT FROM THIS OR THE OTHER POWER. AND HE LAYS IT DOWN FOR EACH OF THEM AS HE PLEASES: THE [SEXLESS] LAW WAS OF ONE, DAVID OF ANOTHER, ISAIAH OF ANOTHER, EZEKIEL AGAIN OF ANOTHER, AND ASCRIBES EACH OF THE PROPHETS TO SOME ONE DOMINION. AND ALL OF THEM WERE FROM THE LEFT-HAND POWER AND OUTSIDE THE PERFECTION, AND EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT WAS SUBJECT TO DEATH. BUT THIS DOCTRINE IS OVERTURNED BY THE TRUTH ITSELF. FOR IF HE WERE THE GREAT POWER OF GOD, AND THE HARLOT WITH HIM THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS HE HIMSELF SAYS, LET HIM SAY WHAT IS THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE POWER OR IN WHAT WORD HE DISCOVERED THE EPITHET FOR THE WOMAN AND NOTHING FOR HIMSELF AT ALL. AND HOW AND AT WHAT TIME IS HE FOUND AT ROME SUCCESSIVELY PAYING BACK HIS DEBT, WHEN IN THE MIDST OF THE CITY OF THE ROMANS THE MISERABLE FELLOW FELL DOWN AND DIED? AND IN WHAT SCRIPTURE DID PETER PROVE TO HIM THAT HE HAD NEITHER LOT NOR SHARE IN THE HERITAGE OF THE FEAR OF GOD? AND COULD THE WORLD NOT HAVE ITS EXISTENCE IN THE GOOD GOD, WHEN ALL THE GOOD WERE CHOSEN BY HIM? AND HOW COULD IT BE A LEFT-HAND POWER WHICH SPOKE IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND PROPHETS, WHEN IT HAS PREACHED THE COMING OF THE CHRIST, THE GOOD GOD, AND FORBIDS MEAN THINGS? AND HOW COULD THERE NOT BE ONE DIVINE NATURE AND THE SAME SPIRIT OF THE NEW [TESTAMENT] AND OLD TESTAMENT, WHEN THE LORD SAID: "I AM NOT COME TO DESTROY THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BUT TO FULFIL IT"? AND THAT HE MIGHT SHOW THAT THE [SEXLESS] LAW WAS DECLARED THROUGH HIM AND WAS GIVEN THROUGH MOSES, AND THAT THE GRACE OF THE GOSPEL HAS BEEN PREACHED THROUGH HIMSELF AND HIS CARNAL [SEXLESS] PRESENCE, HE SAID TO THE JEWS: "IF YE BELIEVE MOSES, YE SHOULD ALSO BELIEVE ME; FOR HE WROTE ABOUT ME." THERE ARE MANY OTHER ARGUMENTS ALSO TO OPPOSE TO THE CONTENTION OF THE SORCERER. FOR HOW WILL OBSCENE THINGS GIVE LIFE, IF IT WERE NOT A CONCEPTION OF DAEMONS? WHEN THE LORD HIMSELF ANSWERS IN THE GOSPEL TO THOSE WHO SAY UNTO HIM: "IF SUCH IS THE CASE OF THE MAN AND THE WOMAN, IT IS NOT GOOD TO MARRY." BUT HE SAID UNTO THEM: "ALL DO NOT HOLD THIS, FOR THERE ARE EUNUCHS WHO MADE THEMSELVES EUNUCHS FOR THE SAKE OF THE KINGDOM OF THE HEAVENS." AND HE SHOWED THAT NATURAL ABSTINENCE FROM UNION IS THE GIFT OF THE KINGDOM OF THE HEAVENS, AND AGAIN, IN ANOTHER PLACE HE SAYS WITH RESPECT TO RIGHTEOUS MARRIAGE--WHICH SIMON OF HIS OWN ACCORD BASELY CORRUPTING TREATS ACCORDING TO HIS OWN DESIRES--"WHOM GOD HAS JOINED TOGETHER LET NO MAN PUT ASUNDER." AND HOW UNAWARE IS AGAIN THE VAGABOND THAT HE CONFUTES HIMSELF BY HIS OWN BABBLING, NOT KNOWING WHAT HE GIVES OUT? FOR AFTER SAYING THAT THE ANGELS WERE PRODUCED BY HIM THROUGH HIS THOUGHT, HE GOES ON TO SAY THAT HE CHANGED HIS FORM IN EVERY HEAVEN, TO ESCAPE THEIR NOTICE IN HIS DESCENT. CONSEQUENTLY, HE AVOIDED THEM THROUGH FEAR. AND HOW DID THE BABBLER FEAR THE ANGELS WHOM HE HAD HIMSELF MADE? AND HOW WILL NOT THE DISSEMINATION OF HIS ERROR BE FOUND BY THE INTELLIGENT TO BE INSTANTLY REFUTED BY EVERYONE, WHEN THE SCRIPTURE SAYS: "IN THE BEGINNING GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH"? AND IN UNISON WITH THIS WORD, THE LORD IN THE GOSPEL SAYS, AS THOUGH TO HIS OWN FATHER: "O FATHER [STEPHEN], LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH." IF, THEREFORE, THE [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF HEAVEN AND EARTH IS NATURALLY GOD, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, ALL THAT THE SLANDERER SIMON SAYS IS VAIN; TO WIT, THE DEFECTIVE PRODUCTION OF THE WORLD BY THE ANGELS, AND ALL THE REST HE HAS BABBLED ABOUT IN ADDITION TO HIS WORLD OF DAEMONS, AND HE HAS DECEIVED THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN LED AWAY BY HIM.
HIERONYMUS (IN MATTHAEUM, IV. XXIV. 5). TEXT: S. EUSEBII HIERONYMI COMMENT. OF WHOM THERE IS ONE SIMON, A SAMARITAN, WHOM WE READ OF IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, WHO SAID HE WAS SOME GREAT POWER. AND AMONG THE REST OF THE THINGS WRITTEN IN HIS VOLUMES, HE PROCLAIMED AS FOLLOWS: "I AM THE WORD OF GOD, I AM THE GLORIOUS ONE, I THE PARACLETE, THE ALMIGHTY, I THE WHOLE OF GOD."
THEODORETUS (HAERETICARUM FABULARUM COMPENDIUM, I. I.). TEXT: OPERA OMNIA. NOW SIMON, THE SAMARITAN MAGICIAN, WAS THE FIRST MINISTER OF HIS (THE DAEMON'S) EVIL PRACTICES WHO AROSE. WHO, MAKING HIS BASE OF OPERATIONS FROM GITTHA, WHICH IS A VILLAGE OF SAMARIA, AND HAVING RUSHED TO THE HEIGHT OF SORCERY, AT FIRST PERSUADED MANY, BY THE WONDER-WORKING HE WROUGHT, TO ATTEND HIS SCHOOL, AND CALL HIM SOME DIVINE POWER. BUT AFTERWARDS SEEING THE APOSTLES ACCOMPLISHING WONDER-WORKINGS THAT WERE REALLY TRUE AND DIVINE, AND BESTOWING ON THOSE WHO CAME TO THEM THE GRACE OF THE SPIRIT, THINKING HIMSELF ALSO WORTHY TO RECEIVE EQUAL POWER FROM THEM, WHEN GREAT PETER DETECTED HIS VILLAINOUS INTENTION, AND BADE HIM HEAL THE INCURABLE WOUNDS OF HIS MIND WITH THE DRUGS OF REPENTANCE, HE IMMEDIATELY RETURNED TO HIS FORMER EVIL-DOING, AND LEAVING SAMARIA, SINCE IT HAD RECEIVED THE SEEDS OF SALVATION, RAN OFF TO THOSE WHO HAD NOT YET BEEN TILLED BY THE APOSTLES, IN ORDER THAT, HAVING DECEIVED WITH HIS MAGIC ARTS THOSE WHO WERE EASY TO CAPTURE, AND HAVING ENSLAVED THEM IN THE BONDS OF THEIR OWN LEGENDARY LORE, HE MIGHT MAKE THE TEACHINGS OF THE APOSTLES DIFFICULT TO BE BELIEVED. BUT THE DIVINE GRACE ARMED GREAT PETER AGAINST THE FELLOW'S MADNESS. FOR FOLLOWING AFTER HIM, HE DISPELLED HIS ABOMINABLE TEACHING LIKE MIST AND DARKNESS, AND SHOWED FORTH THE RAYS OF THE LIGHT OF TRUTH. BUT FOR ALL THAT THE THRICE WRETCHED FELLOW, IN SPITE OF HIS PUBLIC EXPOSURE, DID NOT CEASE FROM HIS WORKING AGAINST THE TRUTH, UNTIL HE CAME TO ROME, IN THE REIGN OF CLAUDIUS CAESAR. AND HE SO ASTONISHED THE ROMANS WITH HIS SORCERIES THAT HE WAS HONORED WITH A BRAZEN PILLAR. BUT ON THE ARRIVAL OF THE DIVINE PETER, HE STRIPPED HIM NAKED OF HIS WINGS OF DECEPTION, AND FINALLY, HAVING CHALLENGED HIM TO A CONTEST IN WONDER-WORKING, AND HAVING SHOWN THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE DIVINE GRACE AND SORCERY, IN THE PRESENCE OF THE ASSEMBLED ROMANS, CAUSED HIM TO FALL HEADLONG FROM A GREAT HEIGHT BY HIS PRAYERS AND CAPTURED THE EYE-WITNESSES OF THE WONDER FOR SALVATION. THIS (SIMON) GAVE BIRTH TO A LEGEND SOMEWHAT AS FOLLOWS. HE STARTED WITH SUPPOSING SOME BOUNDLESS POWER, AND HE CALLED THIS THE UNIVERSAL ROOT. AND HE SAID THAT THIS WAS FIRE, WHICH HAD A TWOFOLD ENERGY, THE MANIFESTED AND THE CONCEALED. THE WORLD MOREOVER, WAS GENERABLE, AND HAD BEEN GENERATED FROM THE MANIFESTED ENERGY OF THE FIRE. AND FIRST FROM IT (THE MANIFESTED ENERGY) WERE EMANATED THREE PAIRS, WHICH HE ALSO CALLED ROOTS. AND THE FIRST (PAIR) HE CALLED MIND AND THOUGHT, AND THE SECOND, VOICE AND INTELLIGENCE, AND THE THIRD, REASON AND REFLECTION. WHEREAS HE CALLED HIMSELF THE BOUNDLESS POWER, AND (SAID) THAT HE HAD APPEARED TO THE JEWS AS THE SON, AND TO THE SAMARITANS HE HAD DESCENDED AS THE FATHER, AND AMONG THE REST OF THE NATIONS HE HAD GONE UP AND DOWN AS THE HOLY SPIRIT.
AND HAVING MADE A CERTAIN HARLOT, WHO WAS CALLED HELEN, LIVE WITH HIM, HE PRETENDED THAT SHE WAS HIS FIRST THOUGHT, AND CALLED HER THE UNIVERSAL MOTHER, (SAYING) THAT THROUGH HER HE HAD MADE BOTH THE ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS, AND THAT THE WORLD WAS FABRICATED BY THE ANGELS. THEN THE ANGELS IN ENVY CAST HER DOWN AMONG THEM, FOR THEY DID NOT WISH, HE SAYS, TO BE CALLED FABRICATIONS. FOR WHICH CAUSE, FORSOOTH, THEY INDUCED HER INTO MANY FEMALE BODIES AND INTO THAT OF THE FAMOUS HELEN, THROUGH WHOM THE TROJAN WAR AROSE. IT WAS ON HER ACCOUNT ALSO, HE SAID, THAT HE HIMSELF HAD DESCENDED, TO FREE HER FROM THE CHAINS THEY HAD LAID UPON HER, AND TO OFFER TO MEN SALVATION THROUGH A SYSTEM OF KNOWLEDGE PECULIAR TO HIMSELF. AND THAT IN HIS DESCENT HE HAD UNDERGONE TRANSFORMATION, SO AS NOT TO BE KNOWN TO THE ANGELS THAT MANAGE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE WORLD. AND THAT HE HAD APPEARED IN JUDAEA AS A MAN, ALTHOUGH HE WAS NOT A MAN, AND THAT HE HAD SUFFERED, THOUGH NOT AT ALL SUFFERING, AND THAT THE PROPHETS WERE THE MINISTERS OF THE ANGELS. AND HE ADMONISHED THOSE THAT BELIEVED ON HIM NOT TO PAY ATTENTION TO THEM, AND NOT TO TREMBLE AT THE THREATS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW, BUT, AS BEING FREE, TO DO WHATEVER THEY WOULD. FOR IT WAS NOT BY GOOD ACTIONS, BUT BY GRACE THEY WOULD GAIN SALVATION. FOR WHICH CAUSE, INDEED, THOSE OF HIS ASSOCIATION VENTURED ON EVERY KIND OF LICENTIOUSNESS, AND PRACTICED EVERY KIND OF MAGIC, FABRICATING [SEXUAL] LOVE PHILTRES [ELIXIRS & BREWS] AND SPELLS, AND ALL THE OTHER ARTS OF SORCERY, AS THOUGH IN PURSUIT OF DIVINE MYSTERIES. AND HAVING PREPARED HIS (SIMON'S) STATUE IN THE FORM OF ZEUS, AND HELEN'S IN THE LIKENESS OF ATHENA, THEY BURN INCENSE AND POUR OUT LIBATIONS BEFORE THEM, AND WORSHIP THEM AS GODS, CALLING THEMSELVES SIMONIANS.
THE SIMON OF THE LEGENDS
THE CLEMENTINE HOLY TEXTS: RECOGNITIONES. TEXT: RUFINO AQUILEI PRESB. INTERPRETE, HOMILIAE. TEXT: BIBLIOTHECA PATRUM ECCLESIASTICORUM LATINORUM SELECTA, VOL. I. CONSTITUTIONES. TEXT: SS. PATRUM QUI TEMPORIBUS APOSTOLICIS FLORUERUNT OPERA. THE PRIORITY OF THE TWO VARYING ACCOUNTS, IN THE HOMILIES AND RECOGNITIONES, OF THE SAME STORY IS IN MUCH DISPUTE, BUT THIS IS A QUESTION OF NO IMPORTANCE IN THE PRESENT ENQUIRY. THE LATEST SCHOLARSHIP IS OF THE OPINION THAT "THE CLEMENTINES ARE UNMISTAKABLY A PRODUCTION OF THE SECT OF THE EBIONITES." THE EBIONITES ARE DESCRIBED AS: A SECT OF HERETICS DEVELOPED FROM AMONG THE JUDAIZING CHRISTIANS OF APOSTOLIC TIMES LATE IN THE FIRST OR EARLY IN THE SECOND CENTURY. THEY ACCEPTED CHRISTIANITY ONLY AS A REFORMED JUDAISM, AND BELIEVED IN OUR BLESSED LORD ONLY AS A MERE NATURAL MAN SPIRITUALLY PERFECTED BY EXACT OBSERVANCE OF THE MOSAIC [SEXLESS] LAW. SUMMARY. CLEMENT, THE HERO OF THE LEGENDARY NARRATIVE, ARRIVES AT CAESAREA STRATONIS IN JUDAEA, ON THE EVE OF A GREAT CONTROVERSY BETWEEN SIMON AND THE APOSTLE PETER, AND ATTACHES HIMSELF TO THE LATTER AS HIS DISCIPLE (H. II. XV; R.I. LXXVII). THE HISTORY OF SIMON IS TOLD TO CLEMENT, IN THE PRESENCE OF PETER, BY AQUILA AND NICETAS--THE ADOPTED SONS OF A CONVERT--WHO HAD ASSOCIATED WITH SIMON. SIMON WAS THE SON OF ANTONIUS AND RACHAEL, A SAMARITAN OF GITTHA, A VILLAGE SIX SCHOENI FROM THE CITY OF CAESAREA (H.I. XXII), CALLED A VILLAGE OF THE GETTONES (R. II. VII). IT WAS AT ALEXANDRIA THAT SIMON PERFECTED HIS STUDIES IN MAGIC, BEING AN ADHERENT OF JOHN, A HEMERO-BAPTIST, THROUGH WHOM HE CAME TO DEAL WITH RELIGIOUS DOCTRINES. JOHN WAS THE FORERUNNER OF JESUS, ACCORDING TO THE METHOD OF COMBINATION OR COUPLING. WHEREAS JESUS HAD TWELVE DISCIPLES, AS THE SUN, JOHN, THE MOON, HAD THIRTY, THE NUMBER OF DAYS IN A LUNATION, OR MORE CORRECTLY TWENTY-NINE AND A HALF, ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES BEING A WOMAN CALLED HELEN, AND A WOMAN BEING RECKONED AS HALF A MAN IN THE PERFECT NUMBER OF THE TRIACONTAD, OR PLEROMA OF THE AEONS (H.I. XXIII; R. II. VIII). IN THE RECOGNITIONS THE NAME OF HELEN IS GIVEN AS LUNA IN THE LATIN TRANSLATION OF RUFINUS. OF ALL JOHN'S DISCIPLES, SIMON WAS THE FAVORITE, BUT ON THE DEATH OF HIS MASTER, HE WAS ABSENT IN ALEXANDRIA, AND SO DOSITHEUS, A
CO-DISCIPLE, WAS CHOSEN HEAD OF THE SCHOOL. SIMON, ON HIS RETURN, ACQUIESCED IN THE CHOICE, BUT HIS SUPERIOR KNOWLEDGE COULD NOT LONG REMAIN UNDER A BUSHEL. ONE DAY DOSITHEUS, BECOMING ENRAGED, STRUCK AT SIMON WITH HIS STAFF; BUT THE STAFF PASSED THROUGH SIMON'S BODY LIKE SMOKE, AND DOSITHEUS, STRUCK WITH AMAZEMENT, YIELDED THE LEADERSHIP TO SIMON AND BECAME HIS DISCIPLE, AND SHORTLY AFTERWARDS DIED (H.I. XXIV; R. II. XIII). AQUILA AND NICETAS THEN GO ON TO TELL HOW SIMON HAD CONFESSED TO THEM PRIVATELY HIS [SEXUAL] LOVE FOR LUNA (R. II. VIII), AND NARRATE THE MAGIC ACHIEVEMENTS POSSESSED BY SIMON, OF WHICH THEY HAVE HAD PROOF WITH THEIR OWN EYES. SIMON CAN DIG THROUGH MOUNTAINS, PASS THROUGH ROCKS AS IF THEY WERE MERELY CLAY, CAST HIMSELF FROM A LOFTY MOUNTAIN AND BE BORNE GENTLY TO EARTH, CAN BREAK HIS CHAINS WHEN IN PRISON, AND CAUSE THE DOORS TO OPEN OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, ANIMATE STATUES AND MAKE THE EYE-WITNESS THINK THEM MEN, MAKE TREES GROW SUDDENLY, PASS THROUGH FIRE UNHURT, CHANGE HIS FACE OR BECOME DOUBLE-FACED, OR TURN INTO A SHEEP OR GOAT OR SERPENT, MAKE A BEARD GROW UPON A BOY'S CHIN, FLY IN THE AIR, BECOME GOLD, MAKE AND UNMAKE KINGS, HAVE DIVINE WORSHIP AND HONORS PAID HIM, ORDER A SICKLE TO GO AND REAP OF ITSELF AND IT REAPS TEN TIMES AS MUCH AS AN ORDINARY SICKLE (R. II. XI). TO THIS LIST OF WONDERS THE HOMILIES ADD MAKING STONES INTO LOAVES, MELTING IRON, THE PRODUCTION OF IMAGES OF ALL KINDS AT A BANQUET, IN HIS OWN HOUSE DISHES ARE BROUGHT OF THEMSELVES TO HIM (H.I. XXXII). HE MAKES SPECTERS APPEAR IN THE MARKET PLACE; WHEN HE WALKS OUT STATUES MOVE, AND SHADOWS GO BEFORE HIM WHICH HE SAYS ARE SOULS OF THE DEAD (H. IV. IV). ON ONE OCCASION AQUILA SAYS HE WAS PRESENT WHEN LUNA WAS SEEN LOOKING OUT OF ALL THE WINDOWS OF A TOWER ON ALL SIDES AT ONCE (R. II. XI). THE MOST PECULIAR INCIDENT, HOWEVER, IS THE USE SIMON IS SAID TO HAVE MADE OF THE SOUL OF A DEAD BOY, BY WHICH HE DID MANY OF HIS WONDERS. THE INCIDENT IS FOUND IN BOTH ACCOUNTS, BUT MORE FULLY IN THE HOMILIES (I. XXV-XXX) THAN IN THE RECOGNITIONS (II. XIII-XV), FOR WHICH REASON THE TEXT OF THE FORMER IS FOLLOWED. SIMON DID NOT STOP AT MURDER, AS HE CONFESSED TO NICETAS AND AQUILA "AS A FRIEND TO FRIENDS." IN FACT, HE SEPARATED THE SOUL OF A BOY FROM HIS BODY TO ACT AS A CONFEDERATE IN HIS PHENOMENA. AND THIS IS THE MAGICAL MODUS OPERANDI. "HE DELINEATES THE BOY ON A STATUE WHICH HE KEEPS CONSECRATED IN THE INNER PART OF THE HOUSE WHERE HE SLEEPS, AND HE SAYS THAT AFTER HE HAS FASHIONED HIM OUT OF THE AIR BY CERTAIN DIVINE TRANSMUTATIONS, AND HAS SKETCHED HIS FORM, HE RETURNS HIM AGAIN TO THE AIR." SIMON EXPLAINS THE THEORY OF THIS PRACTICE AS FOLLOWS: "FIRST OF ALL THE SPIRIT OF THE MAN HAVING BEEN TURNED INTO THE NATURE OF HEAT DRAWS IN AND ABSORBS, LIKE A CUPPING-GLASS, THE SURROUNDING AIR, NEXT HE TURNS THE AIR WHICH COMES WITHIN THE ENVELOPE OF SPIRIT INTO WATER. AND THE AIR IN IT NOT BEING ABLE TO ESCAPE OWING TO THE CONFINING FORCE OF THE SPIRIT, HE CHANGED IT INTO THE NATURE OF BLOOD, AND THE BLOOD SOLIDIFYING MADE FLESH, AND SO, WHEN THE FLESH IS SOLIDIFIED, HE EXHIBITED A MAN MADE OF AIR AND NOT OF EARTH. AND THUS, HAVING PERSUADED HIMSELF OF HIS ABILITY TO MAKE A NEW MAN OF AIR, HE REVERSED THE TRANSMUTATIONS, HE SAID, AND RETURNED HIM TO THE AIR." WHEN THE CONVERTS THOUGHT THAT THIS WAS THE SOUL OF THE PERSON, SIMON LAUGHED AND SAID, THAT IN THE PHENOMENA IT WAS NOT THE SOUL, "BUT SOME DAEMON WHO PRETENDED TO BE THE SOUL THAT TOOK POSSESSION OF PEOPLE." THE COMING CONTROVERSY WITH SIMON IS THEN EXPLAINED BY PETER TO CLEMENT TO REST ON CERTAIN PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE. PETER ADMITS THAT THERE ARE FALSEHOODS IN THE SCRIPTURES, BUT SAYS THAT IT WOULD NEVER DO TO EXPLAIN THIS TO THE PEOPLE. THESE FALSEHOODS HAVE BEEN PERMITTED FOR CERTAIN RIGHTEOUS REASONS (H. III. V). "FOR THE SCRIPTURES DECLARE ALL MANNER OF THINGS THAT NO ONE OF THOSE WHO ENQUIRE UNTHANKFULLY MAY DISCOVER THE TRUTH, BUT (SIMPLY) WHAT HE WISHES TO FIND" (H. III. X). IN THE LENGTHY EXPLANATION WHICH FOLLOWS, HOWEVER, ON THE PASSAGES SIMON IS GOING TO BRING FORWARD, SUCH AS THE MENTION OF A PLURALITY OF GODS, AND GOD'S HARDENING MEN'S HEARTS, PETER STATES THAT IN REALITY ALL THE PASSAGES WHICH SPEAK AGAINST GOD ARE SPURIOUS ADDITIONS, BUT THIS IS TO BE GUARDED AS AN ESOTERIC SECRET. NEVERTHELESS, IN THE PUBLIC CONTROVERSY WHICH FOLLOWS, THIS SECRET IS MADE PUBLIC PROPERTY, IN ORDER TO MEET SIMON'S DECLARATION: "I SAY THAT THERE ARE MANY GODS, BUT ONE GOD OF ALL THESE GODS, INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND UNKNOWN TO ALL" (R. II. XXXVIII), AND AGAIN: "MY BELIEF IS THAT THERE IS A POWER OF IMMEASURABLE AND INEFFABLE LIGHT [YAHWEH], WHOSE GREATNESS IS HELD TO BE INCOMPREHENSIBLE, A POWER WHICH THE [TRUE] MAKER [THE LESSER LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE WORLD EVEN DOES NOT KNOW, NOR DOES MOSES THE [SEXLESS] LAWGIVER, NOR YOUR MASTER JESUS" (R. II. XLIX). A POINT OF INTEREST TO BE NOTICED IS THAT PETER CHALLENGES SIMON TO SUBSTANTIATE HIS STATEMENTS BY QUOTATIONS EITHER FROM THE SCRIPTURES OF THE JEWS, OR FROM SOME THEY HAD NOT HEARD OF, OR FROM THOSE OF THE GREEKS, OR FROM HIS OWN SCRIPTURES (R. II. XXXVIII). SIMON ARGUES THAT FINDING THE GOD OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW IMPERFECT [FLESH, SOMETHING THE SEXLESS LAW COULD NOT DO], HE CONCLUDES THIS IS NOT THE SUPREME GOD. AFTER A WORDY HARANGUE OF PETER, SIMON IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN WORSTED BY PETER'S THREATENING TO GO TO SIMON'S BED-CHAMBER AND QUESTION THE SOUL OF THE MURDERED BOY. SIMON FLIES TO TYRE (H.) OR TRIPOLIS (R.), AND PETER DETERMINES TO PURSUE HIM AMONG THE GENTILES. THE TWO ACCOUNTS HERE BECOME EXCEEDINGLY CONTRADICTORY AND CONFUSED. ACCORDING TO THE HOMILIES, SIMON FLEES FROM TYRE TO TRIPOLIS, AND THENCE FURTHER TO SYRIA. THE MAIN DISPUTE TAKES PLACE AT LAODICAEA ON THE UNITY OF GOD (XVI. I). SIMON APPEALS TO THE OLD TESTAMENT TO SHOW THAT THERE ARE MANY GODS (XVI. IV), SHOWS THAT THE SCRIPTURES CONTRADICT THEMSELVES (XVI. IX), ACCUSES PETER OF USING MAGIC AND TEACHING DOCTRINES DIFFERENT TO THOSE TAUGHT BY CHRIST (XVII. II-IV), ASSERTS THAT JESUS IS NOT CONSISTENT WITH HIMSELF (XVII. V); THAT THE [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE WORLD IS NOT THE HIGHEST GOD [BUT THE MOST-HIGHEST GOD] (XVIII. I), AND DECLARES THE INEFFABLE DEITY (XVIII. IV). PETER OF COURSE REFUTES HIM (XVIII. XII-XIV), AND SIMON RETIRES. THE LAST INCIDENT OF INTEREST TAKES PLACE AT ANTIOCH. SIMON STIRS UP THE PEOPLE AGAINST PETER BY REPRESENTING HIM AS AN IMPOSTOR. FRIENDS OF PETER SET THE AUTHORITIES ON SIMON'S TRACK, AND HE HAS TO FLEE. AT LAODICAEA HE MEETS FAUSTINIANUS (R.), OR FAUSTUS (H.), THE FATHER OF CLEMENT, WHO REBUKES HIM (H. XIX. XXIV), AND SO HE CHANGES THE FACE OF FAUSTINIANUS INTO AN EXACT LIKENESS OF HIS OWN THAT HE MAY BE TAKEN IN HIS PLACE (H. XX. XII; R.X. LIII). PETER SENDS THE TRANSFORMED FAUSTINIANUS TO ANTIOCH, WHO, IN THE GUISE OF SIMON, MAKES A CONFESSION OF IMPOSTURE AND TESTIFIES TO THE DIVINE MISSION OF PETER. PETER ACCORDINGLY ENTERS ANTIOCH IN TRIUMPH. THE STORY OF SIMON IN THE APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTIONS IS SHORT AND TAKEN FROM THE ACTS, AND TO SOME EXTENT FROM THE CLEMENTINES, FINISHING UP, HOWEVER, WITH THE MYTHICAL DEATH OF SIMON AT ROME, OWING TO THE PRAYERS OF PETER. SIMON IS HERE SAID TO BE CONDUCTED BY DAEMONS AND TO HAVE FLOWN ([GREEK: HIPTATO]) UPWARDS. THE DETAILS OF THIS MAGICAL FEAT ARE GIVEN VARIOUSLY ELSEWHERE. THE ONLY POINT OF REAL INTEREST IS A VAGUE REFERENCE TO SIMONIAN LITERATURE (VI. XVI), IN A PASSAGE WHICH RUNS AS FOLLOWS: FOR WE KNOW THAT THE FOLLOWERS OF SIMON AND CLEOBIUS HAVING COMPOSED POISONOUS BOOKS IN THE NAME OF CHRIST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND HIS DISCIPLES, CARRY THEM ABOUT FOR THE DECEPTION OF YOU WHO HAVE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED CHRIST AND US HIS SERVANTS. SO, END THE MOST IMPORTANT OF THE LEGENDS. TO THESE, HOWEVER, MUST BE ADDED OTHERS OF A LIKE NATURE OF WHICH THE SCENE OF ACTION IS LAID AT ROME IN THE TIME OF NERO. THE GREEK ACTS OF PETER AND PAUL GIVE DETAILS OF THE CONFLICT AND REPRESENT BOTH APOSTLES AS HAVING TAKEN PART IN IT. SIMON AND PETER ARE EACH REQUIRED TO RAISE A DEAD BODY TO LIFE. SIMON, BY HIS MAGIC, MAKES THE HEAD MOVE, BUT AS SOON AS HE LEAVES THE BODY IT AGAIN BECOMES LIFELESS. PETER, HOWEVER, BY HIS PRAYERS EFFECTS A REAL RESURRECTION. BOTH ARE CHALLENGED TO DIVINE WHAT THE OTHER IS PLANNING. PETER PREPARES BLESSED BREAD, AND TAKES THE EMPEROR INTO THE SECRET. SIMON CANNOT GUESS WHAT PETER HAS BEEN DOING, AND SO RAISES HELL-HOUNDS WHO RUSH ON PETER, BUT THE PRESENTATION OF THE BLESSED BREAD CAUSES THEM TO VANISH. IN THE ACTS OF NEREUS AND ACHILLEUS, ANOTHER VERSION OF THE STORY IS GIVEN. SIMON HAD FASTENED A GREAT DOG AT HIS DOOR IN ORDER TO PREVENT PETER ENTERING. PETER BY MAKING THE SIGN OF THE CROSS RENDERS THE DOG TAME, TOWARDS HIMSELF, BUT SO FURIOUS AGAINST HIS MASTER SIMON THAT THE LATTER HAD TO LEAVE THE CITY IN DISGRACE. SIMON, HOWEVER, STILL RETAINS THE EMPEROR'S FAVOR BY HIS MAGIC POWER. HE PRETENDS TO PERMIT HIS HEAD TO BE CUT OFF, AND BY THE POWER OF GLAMOUR APPEARS TO BE DECAPITATED, WHILE THE EXECUTIONER REALLY CUTS OFF THE HEAD OF A RAM. THE LAST ACT OF THE DRAMA IS THE ERECTION OF A WOODEN TOWER IN THE CAMPUS MARTIUS, AND SIMON IS TO ASCEND TO HEAVEN IN A CHARIOT OF FIRE. BUT, THROUGH THE PRAYERS OF PETER, THE TWO DAEMONS WHO WERE CARRYING HIM ALOFT LET GO THEIR HOLD AND SO SIMON PERISHES MISERABLY. THIS IS CONNECTED WITH THE STORY, TOLD BY SUETONIUS AND DIO CHRYSOSTOM, THAT NERO CAUSED A WOODEN THEATRE TO BE ERECTED IN THE CAMPUS, AND THAT A GYMNAST WHO TRIED TO PLAY THE PART OF ICARUS FELL SO NEAR THE EMPEROR AS TO BESPATTER HIM WITH BLOOD. 
VALENTINUS AND THE VALENTINIAN SYSTEM OF PTOLEMAEUS
VALENTINIAN THEOLOGY
THE FATHER
VALENTINUS AND HIS FOLLOWERS BELIEVED THAT GOD, THE SUPREME FATHER [STEPHEN] IS "UNCONTAINED, INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND CANNOT BE SEEN OR HEARD" (AGAINST HERESIES 1:2:5). THEREFORE, HE DEFIES ACCURATE DESCRIPTION. HE IS INFINITE, WITHOUT BEGINNING OR END AND IS THE ULTIMATE ORIGIN OF ALL THINGS. HE ENCOMPASSES ALL THINGS WITHOUT BEING ENCOMPASSED (EP. 5:3, GOSPEL OF TRUTH 18:34, VALENTINIAN EXPOSITION 22:27-28, AGAINST HERESIES 2:2:2). EVERYTHING INCLUDING THE WORLD LIES WITHIN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND CONTINUES TO BE PART OF HIM. GOD MANIFESTS HIMSELF THROUGH A PROCESS OF SELF-UNFOLDING IN THE SUBSEQUENT MULTIPLICITY OF BEING WHILE MAINTAINING HIS UNITY. ALL VALENTINIANS AGREE THAT GOD INCORPORATES BOTH MASCULINE AND FEMININE CHARACTERISTICS. THIS IS IN OPPOSITION TO TRADITIONAL JEWISH AND ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN DESCRIPTIONS OF GOD IN EXCLUSIVELY MASCULINE TERMS. ACCORDING TO MOST SOURCES, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] (OR PARENT) CAN BE UNDERSTOOD AS A MALE-FEMALE DYAD. THIS IS RELATED TO THE NOTION THAT GOD PROVIDES THE UNIVERSE WITH BOTH FORM AND SUBSTANCE. THE ASPECT THROUGH WHICH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] PROVIDES THE UNIVERSE WITH SUBSTANCE CAN BE UNDERSTOOD AS FEMININE. IN THIS ASPECT HE IS CALLED SILENCE, GRACE AND THOUGHT. SILENCE IS GOD'S PRIMORDIAL STATE OF TRANQUILLITY (VALENTINIAN EXPOSITION 22:24) AND SELF-AWARENESS (EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 7:1). SHE IS THE ACTIVE CREATIVE THOUGHT THAT MAKES ALL SUBSEQUENT STATES OF BEING (OR "AEONS") SUBSTANTIAL. THE MASCULINE ASPECT OF GOD WHICH GIVES THE UNIVERSE FORM IS CALLED BY THE NAMES INEFFABLE, DEPTH AND FIRST FATHER [STEPHEN]. DEPTH IS THE PROFOUNDLY INCOMPREHENSIBLE, ALL-ENCOMPASSING ASPECT OF THE DEITY. ACCORDING TO SOME SOURCES, HE IS ESSENTIALLY PASSIVE. ONLY WHEN MOVED TO ACTION BY HIS FEMININE THOUGHT, DOES HE, GIVES THE UNIVERSE FORM. (CF. EPIPHANIUS PANARION 5:3) THE ANONYMOUS AUTHOR SUMMARIZED BY HIPPOLYTUS AND THE AUTHOR OF THE TRIPARTITE TRACTATE EMPHASIZE THE UNITY OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THEY POINT OUT THAT THESE TWO ASPECTS OF THE DEITY ARE NOT TRULY SEPARATE ENTITIES. THEY EXIST AS SIMULTANEOUS STATES OF BEING WITHIN THE GODHEAD (CF. REFUTATION OF HERESIES 30:8). THEY ARE LIKE TWO SIDES OF A COIN OR LIKE WATER AND WETNESS. THEY ARE INSEPARABLE AND ONE CANNOT BE UNDERSTOOD WITHOUT THE OTHER. FOR THIS REASON, THESE TWO AUTHORS DESCRIBE GOD IN MORE STRONGLY UNITARY TERMS. 
THE SON
THE ORIGIN OF THE UNIVERSE IS DESCRIBED AS A PROCESS OF EMANATION OF SUBSEQUENT STATES OF BEING FROM THE GODHEAD. ACCORDING TO THE SOURCES, IN THE BEGINNING, THERE WAS NOTHING AT ALL CREATED AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] RESTED IN HIMSELF AS AN INERT UNITARY BEING (REFUTATION OF HERESIES 29:5, AGAINST HERESIES 1:1:1, AUTHORITATIVE TEACHING 25:27-34). THE UNIVERSE EXISTED ONLY AS A POTENTIAL, NOT IN ACTUALITY. AS ONE SOURCE PUTS IT, "THE SELF-BEGOTTEN CONTAINED IN HIMSELF EVERYTHING, WHICH WAS IN HIM IN UNAWARENESS" (PANARION 5:3 CF. ALSO VALENTINIAN EXPOSITION 22:27-28, TRIPARTITE TRACTATE 60:1-34). THE CREATIVE PROCESS ENTAILS SELF-LIMITATION ON THE PART OF THE GODHEAD. IN ORDER THAT SUBSEQUENT STATES OF BEING (AEONS) REMAIN SEPARATE FROM HIM, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] CREATED A BOUNDARY OR LIMIT (AGAINST HERESIES 1:2:1, VALENTINIAN EXPOSITION 27:36-37). IT IS THE POWER OF LIMIT WHICH "CONSOLIDATES THE ALL AND KEEPS IT OUTSIDE OF THE INEFFABLE GREATNESS" (AGAINST HERESIES 1:2:2). THE LIMIT, ALSO CALLED THE CROSS, HAS TWO FUNCTIONS. IT SEPARATES THE SPIRITUAL WORLD (OR "FULLNESS") FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND PROVIDES THESE THINGS WITH STRENGTH (AGAINST HERESIES 1:2:1). THIS ACCOMPLISHED, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THEN WAS ABLE TO MANIFEST HIMSELF IN A COMPREHENSIBLE FORM THROUGH A PROCESS OF EMANATION. THEODOTUS DESCRIBES THIS PROCESS IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS, "THROUGH HIS OWN THOUGHT AS THE ONE WHO KNEW HIMSELF, HE (THE FATHER [STEPHEN]) BROUGHT FORTH THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS IN KNOWLEDGE, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN (SON)" (EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 7:1). THIS OFFSPRING IS THE "ONLY BEGOTTEN SON." LIKE GOD, THE SON IS ALSO ANDROGYNOUS AND GENERALLY UNDERSTOOD AS A MALE-FEMALE DYAD. THE MASCULINE ASPECT OR AEON OF THE SON IS REFERRED TO AS ONLY-BEGOTTEN, MIND AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL. HIS FEMININE ASPECT IS CALLED TRUTH AND MOTHER OF ALL. THEY REPRESENT HOW TRUTH CAN ONLY BE COMPREHENDED BY THE TRULY CONSCIOUS MIND. THE SON IS THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS THAT FOLLOW (CF. JOHN 1:1). THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS], ARE SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS THE ORIGINAL FOUR SINCE THEY BOTH CAN BE UNDERSTOOD AS DYADS (I.E. DEPTH, SILENCE, MIND AND TRUTH). THE SON (I.E. MIND AND TRUTH) IS THE COMPREHENSIBLE IMAGE OF THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE ASPECTS OF GOD (AGAINST HERESIES 1:12:1, TRIPARTITE TRACTATE 66:13-15). IT IS ONLY THROUGH HIS MEDIATION THAT WE CAN KNOW THE SUPREME DEITY, SINCE "HE WHO CAME FORTH FROM KNOWLEDGE, THAT IS, FROM THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] THOUGHT BECAME HIMSELF KNOWLEDGE, THAT IS, THE SON, BECAUSE 'THROUGH THE SON THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS KNOWN'" (EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 7:1 CF. MATT 11:27). THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS] CAN BE COMPARED TO THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE HUMAN MIND AND THE UNCONSCIOUS. IT MUST BE NOTED THAT THE SON IS ENCOMPASSED OR LIES WITHIN THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. 
THE AEONS
INSPIRED BY THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE ANDROGYNOUS SON THEN BEGAN A PROCESS OF MAKING MANIFEST THE ENERGIES IMMANENT WITHIN HIS PERSONALITY. TO THIS END, HE EMANATED FOUR MORE AEONS (I.E. TWO MORE MALE-FEMALE PAIRS). THE FIRST PAIR CONSISTED OF WORD (MALE) AND LIFE (FEMALE). THEY WERE GENERATED IN THE IMAGE OF DEPTH AND SILENCE (VALENTINIAN EXPOSITION 29:25-37) AND REPRESENT HOW TRUE LIFE ORIGINATES FROM THE DIVINE UTTERANCE. THE SECOND PAIR CONSISTED OF HUMANITY (MALE) AND CHURCH (FEMALE). THEY WERE CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF MIND AND TRUTH (VALENTINIAN EXPOSITION 29:25-37) AND REPRESENT THE NATURAL STATE OF HUMANITY CONJOINED TO THE CHURCH. ACCORDING TO PTOLEMY AND THEODOTUS, THESE FOUR ASPECTS OF THE SON'S PERSONALITY ARE REFERRED TO EXPLICITLY IN THE PROLOGUE TO THE FOURTH GOSPEL. WHERE JOHN SAYS, "THE WORD EXISTED IN THE BEGINNING" (JOHN 1:1), THEY CLAIMED HE WAS REFERRING TO MIND AND TRUTH. HE REFERS TO THE PAIR WORD AND LIFE WHEN HE SAYS, "WHAT WAS MADE HAD LIFE IN UNION WITH THE WORD" (JOHN 1:4). WHEN JOHN SAYS, "LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF HUMAN BEINGS" (JOHN 1:4), THEY CLAIMED THAT HE WAS REFERRING TO HUMANITY AND THE CHURCH (AGAINST HERESIES 1:8:5, EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 6:1-3). THE ORIGINAL FOUR AND THESE FOUR SECONDARY AEONS ARE SOMETIMES COLLECTIVELY REFERRED TO AS THE "ORIGINAL EIGHT". THE EIGHT ARE THE "ROOT AND SUBSTANCE OF ALL THINGS" (AGAINST HERESIES 1:1:1). ALL OTHER THINGS HAVE THEIR ORIGINS FROM THEM. THE NATURE AND FUNCTION OF THESE AEONS CAN BE COMPARED WITH THE ROLE OF THE SEFIROTH IN JEWISH KABALISM. THE EIGHT ARE COMPLETE IN THEMSELVES - A FULLNESS WITHIN THE FULLNESS. THE FIRST MOVEMENTS OF LIFE WITHIN THE HIDDEN RECESSES OF DEITY GIVE BIRTH TO THE SON WHO MANIFESTS HIMSELF AS THE IDEAL FORMS OF ALL RATIONAL LIFE- MIND, TRUTH, WORD, LIFE, HUMANITY, CHURCH. THESE MUST FIRST EXIST IN GOD AND EVOLVE IN THE DIVINE SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS AS THE ESSENTIAL AND PRIMARY FUNCTIONS IN THE INNER LIFE OF DEITY. THEY ARE ALSO THE PATTERNS OR MODELS OF LIFE IN THIS WORLD. SUBSEQUENTLY, EIGHTEEN LESS IMPORTANT AEONS WERE BROUGHT FORTH, TEN FROM WORD AND LIFE AND TWELVE FROM HUMANITY AND CHURCH. THEY REPRESENT A FURTHER UNFOLDING AND MANIFESTATION OF CHARACTERISTICS IMMANENT WITHIN THE SON. THE TEN AEONS WORD AND LIFE BROUGHT FORTH WERE IN HONOUR OF DEPTH AND SILENCE (PANARION 5:9, REFUTATION OF HERESIES 30:1, VALENTINIAN EXPOSITION 30:16-19). THEIR NAMES ARE:  MALE FEMALE DEEP MINGLING, UNAGING UNION, SELF-BEGOTTEN PLEASURE, IMMOVABLE MIXTURE, ONLY-BEGOTTEN BLESSED (UNITY), NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH ONLY-BEGOTTEN MIND! THE TEN AEONS REPRESENT COSMOLOGICAL PRINCIPALS WHICH ARE NECESSARY AS A BASIS OF ETHICAL LIFE. NOTE THE LINKING OF MALE TERMS DENOTING STABILITY WITH FEMALE TERMS RELATING TO SEXUALITY. THIS JOINING TOGETHER OF COMPLEMENTARY QUALITIES REPRESENTS THE IDEAL STATE OF BEING. THE TWELVE AEONS GENERATED BY HUMANITY AND CHURCH WERE IN HONOUR OF MIND AND TRUTH (REFUTATION OF HERESIES 30:1). THEIR NAMES ARE GIVEN AS:  MALE FEMALE CONSOLER FAITH, PATERNAL HOPE, MATERNAL [SEXLESS] LOVE, EVER-FLOWING UNDERSTANDING, ECCLESIASTICAL BLESSEDNESS, THE ORDAINED WISDOM (SOPHIA). THE TWELVE REPRESENT THE QUALITIES OF THE PERFECTED HUMANITY WHICH CHRISTIANITY IS DESTINED TO PRODUCE. ALTOGETHER THERE ARE THIRTY AEONS OR DIVINE ATTRIBUTES DIVIDED INTO THREE GROUPS: EIGHT, TEN AND TWELVE. THEY REPRESENT THE MANIFESTATION OR UNFOLDING OF DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF THE SON'S NATURE. THIS PROCESS OF SELF-UNFOLDING OF THE DIVINE FULLNESS CAN BE COMPARED TO THE GROWTH OF A TREE FROM A SEED (REFUTATION OF HERESIES 8:2-5, AGAINST HERESIES 2:17:6, TRIPARTITE TRACTATE 60:31-32) OR TO THE SENDING FORTH OF RAYS OF LIGHT FROM THE SUN. (AGAINST HERESIES 2:13:5, 2:17:7). VALENTINIANS CONCEIVED OF THE UNIVERSE IN TERMS OF A SERIES OF CONCENTRIC SPHERES. JUST AS THE SON LIES ENCLOSED WITHIN THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE FULLNESS OF AEONS IS ENCLOSED WITHIN THE SON. THUS, EVEN IN THE MULTIPLICITY OF AEONS, THE UNITY OF THE GODHEAD IS MAINTAINED. AS ONE ANCIENT WRITER SAYS, "ALL ARE FORMED OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], DIFFERING FROM ONE ANOTHER IN SIZE AND NOT IN NATURE, AND FILLING UP THE GREATNESS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], EVEN AS THE FINGERS COMPLETE THE HAND." (AGAINST HERESIES 2:17:6). THEY REMAIN ONE WHILE MANIFESTING THEMSELVES AS A PLURALITY. IN THE GOSPEL OF TRUTH, THE SON IS DESCRIBED AS THE NAME OF GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THIS THEME IS DEVELOPED FURTHER BY MARCUS WHO IDENTIFIES THE THIRTY AEONS AS THE LETTERS THAT MAKE UP THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. INDIVIDUALLY THEY ARE INCOMPLETE BUT TOGETHER THEY CONSTITUTE THE COMPLETE NAME (MARCUS AGAINST HERESIES 1:14:1). SIMILARLY, THE AEONS ONLY TOGETHER CONSTITUTE THE COMPLETE FULLNESS OF THE GODHEAD (I.E. THE SON). ACCORDING TO MARCUS, EACH OF THE THIRTY AEONS CONTAIN FURTHER AEONS AND EACH OF THESE FURTHER AEONS CONTAIN FURTHER AEONS TO FORM AN INIFINITE NUMBER OF AEONS. TO ILLUSTRATE THIS, HE MAKES USE OF THE METAPHOR OF THE AEONS AS LETTERS OF THE NAME. THE NAME CONSISTS OF "THIRTY LETTERS, WHILE EACH OF THESE LETTERS, AGAIN, CONTAINS OTHER LETTERS IN ITSELF, BY MEANS OF WHICH THE NAME OF THE LETTER IS EXPRESSED. AND THUS, AGAIN, OTHERS ARE NAMED BY OTHER LETTERS, AND OTHERS STILL BY OTHERS, SO THAT THE MULTITUDE OF LETTERS SWELLS OUT INTO INFINITUDE" (AGAINST HERESIES 1:14:2). USING THE GREEK LETTER DELTA AS AN EXAMPLE, IT CAN BE WRITTEN BY MEANS OF FIVE LETTERS (D, E, L, T, A). EACH OF THESE LETTERS IS EXPRESSED BY FURTHER LETTERS, TO INFINITY. THE FULLNESS OF AEONS CORRESPONDS TO THE PLATONIC WORLD OF IDEAS. THIS SPIRITUAL REALM REPRESENTS A CHRISTIAN IDEAL AND FURNISHES A MODEL FOR THE LIFE OF THIS WORLD. THE EIGHT REPRESENT THE GREAT CONCEPTIONS WHICH UNDERLIE ALL RATIONAL LIFE. THE TEN REPRESENT THE STABILITY AND UNITY OF THE GODHEAD. THE TWELVE REPRESENT THE VIRTUES PRODUCED BY THE PERFECTED HUMANITY THROUGH UNION WITH THE CHURCH. THE LIFE OF EACH OF THE AEONS IS PERFECTED ONLY THROUGH MEMBERSHIP IN THE FULLNESS AS A WHOLE. AT THIS POINT, THE 26 AEONS PRODUCED BY THE SON ARE PSYCHOLOGICALLY DISTINCT ENTITIES. THEY REPRESENT UNINTEGRATED ELEMENTS OF THE SON'S PERSONALITY.
THE MYTH OF THE FALL OF WISDOM (SOPHIA) & THE AEONS SEEK TO KNOW THE FATHER
THE SON ALONE HAD PERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUPREME FATHER [STEPHEN] (CF.. JOHN 1:18, MATTHEW 11:27). TO ALL OF THE OTHER AEONS HE REMAINED INVISIBLE AND INCONCEIVABLE. (AGAINST HERESIES 1:2:1, 1:14:1, VALENTINIAN EXPOSITION 24:25-39, GOSPEL OF TRUTH 22:27-29, EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 7:1). SAINT PAUL REFERS TO THIS WHEN HE DISCUSSES "THE MYSTERY HIDDEN FROM THE AGES (AEONS) IN GOD" (EPHESIANS 3:9, CF.. ALSO, ROMANS 16:25, COLOSSIANS 1:26). THIS SITUATION IS A NATURAL CONSEQUENCE OF THE PROCESS OF SELF-LIMITATION BY WHICH THE AEONS WERE PRODUCED. THEY COULD NOT CONTINUE TO EXIST OTHERWISE (TRIPARTITE TRACTATE 64:28-37). THE AEONS CAN ONLY KNOW GOD THROUGH THE MEDIATION OF THE SON. ALL OF THE AEONS LONGED TO KNOW THE ONE FROM WHOM THEY CAME FORTH. VALENTINUS DESCRIBES THIS IN THE GOSPEL OF TRUTH, "THE ALL WENT ABOUT SEARCHING FOR THE ONE FROM WHOM THEY HAD COME FORTH, AND THE ALL WAS INSIDE OF HIM, THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE, INCONCEIVABLE ONE WHO IS SUPERIOR TO EVERY THOUGHT." (GOSPEL OF TRUTH 17:4-9). ACCORDING TO VALENTINUS, THE SEARCH OF THE AEONS FOR THE FATHER [STEPHEN] LED INEVITABLY TO DISASTER. ACCORDING TO HIM, "IGNORANCE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] CAUSED AGITATION AND FEAR. AND THE AGITATION GREW DENSE LIKE A FOG, SO THAT NO ONE COULD SEE. THUS, ERROR FOUND STRENGTH...WITHOUT HAVING LEARNED TO KNOW THE TRUTH, SHE TOOK UP RESIDENCE IN A MODELED FORM (A MATERIAL BODY), PREPARING BY MEANS OF THE POWER, IN BEAUTY, A SUBSTITUTE FOR THE TRUTH" (GOSPEL OF TRUTH 17:10-13). THIS "SUBSTITUTE FOR THE TRUTH" IS THE MATERIAL UNIVERSE AND HUMAN BEINGS ARE THE AEONS WHO HAVE FALLEN INTO ERROR AND TAKEN UP RESIDENCE IN A "MODELLED FORM" (I.E. A HUMAN BODY). 
THE FALL OF WISDOM
VALENTINIANS MADE USE OF THE MYTH OF WISDOM (SOPHIA) AS A METAPHOR TO DESCRIBE THE THIS FALL INTO ERROR. ACCORDING TO THIS MYTH, THE LONGING TO KNOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN] PASSED TO WISDOM, THE YOUNGEST OF THE TWELVE. ON BEHALF OF THE WHOLE FULLNESS, SHE TOOK UP THE QUEST TO KNOW THE SUPREME PARENT. HOWEVER, SHE ATTEMPTED TO KNOW GOD WITHOUT THE MEDIATION OF THE SON, SOMETHING THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE. AS A RESULT OF THIS DEFECTIVE WAY OF THINKING, SHE BECAME SEPARATED FROM HER CONSORT AND FELL INTO A STATE OF ERROR AND SUFFERING (AGAINST HERESIES 1:2:2-3, EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 31:3, TRIPARTITE TRACTATE 75:17-77:37). THE SEPARATION OF EVE FROM ADAM IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS (GENESIS 2:21-22) IS INTERPRETED BY VALENTINIAN TEACHERS AS AN ALLEGORICAL REPRESENTATION OF WISDOM'S SEPARATION FROM HER CONSORT (EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 21:1, GOSPEL OF PHILIP 68:22-25 70:9F, INTERPRETATION OF KNOWLEDGE 11:17F). WISDOM'S DEFECTIVE THINKING IS DESCRIBED AS AN ABORTION WHICH SHE PRODUCED BECAUSE "SHE WISHED TO BE LIKE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] " (REFUTATION OF HERESIES 30:6). IN ATTEMPTING TO KNOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN], SHE WAS, IN A WAY, TRYING TO BRING HIM FORTH. HOWEVER, ALL SHE BROUGHT FORTH WAS THE DEFECTIVE THINKING WHICH IS DESCRIBED AS AN "ABORTION". (AGAINST HERESIES 1:2:1). IN HER IGNORANCE, WISDOM SUFFERED GRIEF, FEAR AND CONFUSION. IN HER DISTRESS, SHE REPENTED AND BEGAN TO PLEAD FOR HELP. THE OTHER AEONS WERE ALSO DISTRESSED AND JOINED HER PETITION (AGAINST HERESIES 1:2:3, REFUTATION OF HERESIES 31:2, VALENTINIAN EXPOSITION 34:25-31). BY MEANS OF A SECOND BOUNDARY OR LIMIT, SHE WAS DIVIDED INTO A HIGHER AND LOWER SELF. HER LOWER SELF (THE "ABORTION") ALONG WITH THE SUFFERING WERE EXCLUDED FROM THE FULLNESS. THE HIGHER WISDOM WAS STRENGTHENED AND RETURNED TO HER CONSORT CONVINCED THAT GOD IS UNKNOWABLE (AGAINST HERESIES 1:2:4, CF.. REFUTATION OF HERESIES 31:5). WISDOM'S ACTIONS SERVED TO EXTERNALIZE AND SEPARATE THE DEFECT INHERENT IN THE FULLNESS. THE "ABORTION" IS AN EXPRESSION OF THE DESIRE SHARED BY ALL OF THE AEONS FOR KNOWLEDGE OF THE PARENT. THE NET RESULT OF THIS PROCESS IS THAT THE LOWER WISDOM (I.E. THE ABORTED THINKING) WAS TRAPPED OUTSIDE THE FULLNESS IN A LOWER REALM OF IGNORANCE AND SUFFERING. THIS PROCESS IS IN ACCORD WITH WHAT IS ORDAINED BY THE FATHER [STEPHEN] (TRIPARTITE TRACTATE 76:24-77:1). THIS THE REASON WISDOM'S CONSORT IS CALLED THE ORDAINED. 
THE UNIFICATION OF THE AEONS
IN ORDER THAT THIS SORT OF CRISIS WOULD NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN, THE SON MANIFESTED HIMSELF TO THE OTHER AEONS IN THE FORM OF CHRIST (MALE) AND THE HOLY SPIRIT (FEMALE) (AGAINST HERESIES 1:2:5, REFUTATION OF HERESIES 31:3). THEIR ACTIVITY AMONG THE AEONS REPRESENTS AN ARCHETYPE OF THE MINISTRY OF JESUS AND THE SPIRIT TO THE EARTHLY CHURCH. AS CHRIST, THE SON REVEALED TO THE OTHER AEONS THAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND THAT THE TRUTH CAN ONLY BE KNOWN THROUGH HIM (AGAINST HERESIES 1:2:5 CF. MATTHEW 11:27). THE HOLY SPIRIT TAUGHT THEM TO GIVE THANKS AND MADE THEM ALL EQUAL (AGAINST HERESIES 1:2:5-6 CF. GOSPEL OF TRUTH 24:9-20). THIS IS BAPTISM IN THE FULLEST SENSE OF THE WORD (TRIPARTITE TRACTATE 126:27-129:34). IT APPLIES BOTH TO THE AEONS AND TO THE HUMAN CHURCH, AS VALENTINUS SAYS: "THE FATHER [STEPHEN] REVEALS HIS BOSOM. NOW HIS BOSOM IS THE HOLY SPIRIT. HE REVEALS WHAT IS HIDDEN OF HIM - WHAT IS HIDDEN OF HIM IS HIS SON (CHRIST) - SO THAT THROUGH THE MERCIES OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THE AEONS MAY KNOW HIM AND CEASE LABORING IN SEARCH OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], RESTING THERE IN HIM, KNOWING THAT THIS IS THE REST" (GOSPEL OF TRUTH 24:9-20). ALL OF THE AEONS THEN JOINED TOGETHER AND BECAME UNITED IN THE SON WHO IS ALSO CALLED SAVIOR. THE SAVIOR IS THE COMPLETE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THAT ALL OF THE AEONS SAY TOGETHER. RECALLING THE ANALOGY OF THE INDIVIDUAL AEONS TO LETTERS THAT MAKE UP A NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], ONLY THE SAVIOR HAS THE COMPLETE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SINCE HE ALONE DERIVES FROM ALL OF THE AEONS (CF. GOSPEL OF TRUTH 38:6-41:3). ACCORDING TO MARCUS, THE IMAGE OF THIS IS THE "AMEN" WHICH WE ALL SAY TOGETHER WHEN WE PRAY (AGAINST HERESIES 1:14:1). THE SAVIOR ALSO RECEIVES THE TITLES WORD, AND CHRIST AFTER HIS CONSTITUENT ENTITIES (CF. AGAINST HERESIES 1:2:6). SAINT PAUL SAYS, "HE IS THE ALL" (COLOSSIANS 3:11), AND "IN HIM THE WHOLE FULLNESS OF THE GODHEAD DWELLS" (COLOSSIANS 2:9) SINCE HE COMES FROM ALL OF THE AEONS. THE SON WHO MANIFESTED HIMSELF AS THE WEALTH AND DIVERSITY OF DIVINE ENERGIES IS THEREBY RECONSTITUTED AND UNITED. ALL OF THE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE SON ARE INTEGRATED INTO A SINGLE PERSONALITY. THE SAVIOR AND IS DESTINED TO BE THE MALE PARTNER OR BRIDEGROOM (CF. MATTHEW 9:15) OF THE FALLEN WISDOM OUTSIDE OF THE LIMIT (CF. AGAINST HERESIES 1:2:6, REFUTATION OF HERESIES 32:1-2, TRIPARTITE TRACTATE 85:15-90:3, EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 23:1) WHO IS THE JOINT PRODUCT OF THE DISUNITY OF THE AEONS. THE SAVIOR IS ASSOCIATED WITH A RETINUE OF ANGELS WHO ARE THE PROTOTYPES OF THE SPIRITUAL ELEMENT PRESENT IN EVERY CHRISTIAN (AGAINST HERESIES 1:2:6, EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 39-40). LIKE RAYS OF THE SUN, THEY ARE NOT DISTINCT OR SELF-SUFFICIENT INDIVIDUALS. RATHER, THEY REPRESENT THE DYNAMIC RICHNESS OF JESUS. 
THE SUFFERING OF THE LOWER WISDOM
AS A RESULT OF THE FALL, THE LOWER WISDOM (I.E. THE ABORTED THINKING) WAS TRAPPED IN A LOWER REALM ALONG WITH THE DEFICIENCY AND SUFFERING. THIS LOWER REALM OR "DEFICIENCY" IS THE PHYSICAL UNIVERSE. JUST AS THE FULLNESS IS A PRODUCT OF THE SON AND LIES WITHIN HIM, SO ALSO THE REALM OF DEFICIENCY IS A PRODUCT OF THE FULLNESS AND LIES WITHIN IT "AS THE CENTER WITHIN A CIRCLE OR A STAIN IN A GARMENT" (AGAINST HERESIES 2:4:2) THE DEFICIENCY LIES "OUTSIDE" THE FULLNESS ONLY WITH REGARD TO KNOWLEDGE (AGAINST HERESIES 2:4:2). JUST AS THE DEFICIENCY AROSE AS RESULT OF IGNORANCE, IT WILL BE DISSOLVED THROUGH KNOWLEDGE. THE FALLEN WISDOM IS SOMETIMES CALLED "ACHAMOTH" FROM THE HEBREW WORD FOR WISDOM AND "HOLY SPIRIT" AFTER THE ONE WITH CHRIST. SHE IS THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM (CF. REVELATION 21:9-10) AND THE LOST SHEEP OF THE PARABLE (MATTHEW 18:11-14). TRAPPED IN A LOWER REALM AND IGNORANT OF HER TRUE ORIGIN, SHE IS THE ARCHETYPE OF THE INDIVIDUAL PERSON. SHE CONTINUED HER FUTILE QUEST TO KNOW GOD WITHOUT KNOWING CHRIST BUT SHE WAS PREVENTED FROM ASCENDING TO THE FULLNESS BY THE LIMIT. AS A RESULT OF HER IGNORANCE, SHE CONTINUED TO EXPERIENCE EMOTIONAL SUFFERINGS OF GRIEF, FEAR AND CONFUSION. SHE EXPERIENCED THE WORLD AS A PLACE OF ILLUSION AND SHE WAS UNABLE TO DISTINGUISH REALITY FROM HER OWN FANTASY. THIS STATE OF ILLUSION AND SUFFERING (I.E. THE DEFICIENCY) IS THE ESSENCE OF THE WORLD EXPERIENCED BY ALL THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT OF GOD (CF. GOSPEL OF TRUTH 29:1-7, AGAINST HERESIES 2:14:3, TREATISE ON THE RESURRECTION 48:21-29). THEN WISDOM (SOPHIA) UNDERWENT A CONVERSION AND THOUGHT ABOUT THE ONES WHO HAD GIVEN HER LIFE. AS A RESULT, SHE BECAME CHEERFUL AND LAUGHED (AGAINST HERESIES 1:4:2). SHE BEGAN TO PLEAD WITH THEM FOR ASSISTANCE (AGAINST HERESIES 1:4:5, REFUTATION OF HERESIES 32:3). HER CONVERSION AND PLEADING ARE A STATE OF BEING INTERMEDIATE BETWEEN IGNORANCE AND SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE. SINCE THEY REPRESENT THE LONGING FOR THE DIVINE, THE PLEADING AND CONVERSION BECAME PERSONIFIED AS A FIGURE CALLED THE "CRAFTSMAN". HE REPRESENTS THE DEFECTIVE IMAGE THAT THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT (BUT REPENTANT) MISTAKENLY WORSHIP AS "GOD." 
THE SON DESCENDS TO LOWER WISDOM
IN RESPONSE TO WISDOM'S PLEADING, THE SAVIOR "EMPTIED HIMSELF" (PHILIPPIANS 2:7) AND DESCENDED OUTSIDE THE FULLNESS INTO THE DEFICIENCY WITH HIS RETINUE OF ANGELS (EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 35:1, AGAINST HERESIES 1:4:5). HE AND WISDOM (SOPHIA) WERE JOINED TOGETHER AS A PAIR OF AEONS. THROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF THE ETERNAL REALM SHE WAS FREED OF ILLUSION AND SUFFERING. WISDOM (SOPHIA) REJOICED AT THE SIGHT OF THE SAVIOR AND HIS RETINUE OF ANGELS, AND BROUGHT FORTH SPIRITUAL SEEDS IN THEIR IMAGE. THESE SEEDS ARE THE SPIRITUAL ELEMENT PRESENT IN EVERY CHRISTIAN. FOR THIS REASON, THE SEEDS ARE REFERRED TO AS THE CHURCH. THEY ARE CONSIDERED TO BE AN IMAGE OF THE PRE-EXISTENT CHURCH IN THE FULLNESS (AGAINST HERESIES 1:5:6, EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 40). THE FEMALE SEEDS AND THE MALE ANGELS ARE WHAT IS REFERRED TO BY THE STATEMENT, "IN THE IMAGE OF GOD HE CREATED THEM, MALE AND FEMALE HE CREATED THEM" (GENESIS 1:27 CF. EXCEPTS OF THEODOTUS 21:1). JUST AS THE SAVIOR IS THE BRIDEGROOM OF WISDOM (SOPHIA), SO ALSO THE ANGELS WILL BE THE BRIDEGROOMS OF THE SEEDS AT THE END OF TIME. THUS, THREE STATES OF BEING OR "SUBSTANCES" CAME INTO BEING FROM WISDOM (SOPHIA) AS A RESULT OF HER QUEST TO KNOW GOD. FIRST THE ILLUSION WHICH CHARACTERIZES MUNDANE EXISTENCE CAME FROM IGNORANCE AND SUFFERING. SECOND CAME CONVERSION AND PLEADING WHICH REPRESENT AN INTERMEDIATE STAGE BETWEEN IGNORANCE AND KNOWLEDGE. LAST THE SPIRITUAL SEED CAME FROM HER KNOWLEDGE. THE MYTH OF WISDOM'S SUFFERING AND ULTIMATE REDEMPTION CAN BE UNDERSTOOD AS AN ALLEGORY OF THE INDIVIDUAL PERSON'S SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT. THE SEARCH FOR GOD THROUGH THINKING ALONE, WITHOUT KNOWING CHRIST LEADS TO SUFFERING AND A DEFECTIVE CONCEPT OF GOD AS AN ANTHROPOMORPHIC [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND [SUPREME] LAWGIVER [ROMANS 13:1-2 & JAMES 4:12. IT IS ONLY THROUGH THE INTERVENTION OF THE SAVIOR, THAT THESE FALSE CONCEPTS CAN BE LEFT BEHIND AND TRUE KNOWLEDGE CAN BE ATTAINED. 
THE MATERIAL CREATION
THE CREATION OF THE MATERIAL WORLD WAS NECESSARY IN ORDER THAT THE SPIRITUAL SEEDS MIGHT GO FORTH IN IMMATURITY AND BE TRAINED HERE (CF. AGAINST HERESIES 1:7:5). SINCE SHE COULD NOT CREATE THIS WORLD DIRECTLY, WISDOM (SOPHIA) INFLUENCED THE CRAFTSMAN TO GIVE MATERIAL THINGS FORM. THROUGH HIM SHE MADE "THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH" (GENESIS 1:13 CF. EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 47:1-2, AGAINST HERESIES 1:5:1). THE CRAFTSMAN IS IGNORANT OF HIS MOTHER AND THINKS THAT HE ACTS ALONE, BUT HE UNCONSCIOUSLY ACTS AS HER AGENT (CF. 1 CORINTHIANS 2:8). THE CRAFTSMAN CREATED SEVEN ANGELIC BEINGS OR "HEAVENS" AND DWELLS ABOVE THEM. FOR THIS REASON, HE IS CALLED SEVENTH. THE CRAFTSMAN'S SEVEN ANGELS REPRESENT THE SEVEN DAYS OF CREATION IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS. THE CRAFTSMAN'S MOTHER WISDOM (SOPHIA) AND THE SAVIOR DWELL ABOVE HIM IN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN. THESE EIGHT HEAVENS ARE IN THE IMAGE OF THE EIGHT AEONS IN THE FULLNESS (AGAINST HERESIES 1:5:2). WISDOM (SOPHIA) AND THE SAVIOR SECRETLY INFLUENCED THE CRAFTSMAN TO MAKE THE MATERIAL UNIVERSE IN THE IMAGE OF THE THINGS IN THE FULLNESS. THIS IS SO THAT TRUTH MIGHT BE MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO KNOW TO SEEK IT, EVEN IN THE MIDST OF ILLUSION AND DEFICIENCY. HUMAN BEINGS WERE FORMED BY THE CRAFTSMAN IN THE IMAGE OF THE PRE-EXISTENT HUMANITY. THEY CONSIST OF A MATERIAL BODY, A DEMONIC ELEMENT, A RATIONAL SOUL AND THE SPIRITUAL SEED. THE SPIRITUAL SEED IS CAPABLE OF ATTAINING TO KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS) OF GOD THROUGH THE MEDIATION OF JESUS. EACH PERSON WHO RECEIVES KNOWLEDGE DESTROYS A PORTION OF THE DEFICIENCY AND BRINGS THE GODHEAD ONE STEP CLOSER TO REINTEGRATION. THE CONSUMMATION OR END OF THE WORLD WILL OCCUR WHEN "ALL THAT IS SPIRITUAL HAS BEEN SHAPED BY KNOWLEDGE" (AGAINST HERESIES 1:6:1). THE SPIRITS THEN PUT ASIDE ANIMATE SOULS AND WITH THEIR MOTHER WISDOM (SOPHIA), THEY ENTER THE FULLNESS. WISDOM (SOPHIA), WHO IS THE NEW JERUSALEM (REVELATION 21:9-10) IS JOINED TO HER BRIDEGROOM, THE SAVIOR. LIKEWISE, THE SPIRITS ARE JOINED TO THE ANGELS (AGAINST HERESIES 1:7:1, EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 64:1, VALENTINIAN EXPOSITION 39:28-33, GOSPEL OF PHILIP 81:34-82:25). THEY ALL "ATTAIN TO THE VISION OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND BECOME INTELLECTUAL AEONS, ENTERING INTO THE INTELLIGIBLE AND ETERNAL UNION IN MARRIAGE" (EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 64:1). THE ENTIRE FULLNESS IS THE "BRIDAL CHAMBER" FOR THEIR UNION (AGAINST HERESIES 1:7:1, EXCERPTS OF THEODOTUS 64:1). THEN THE "FIRE WHICH IS HIDDEN IN THE WORLD WILL BLAZE UP AND IGNITE AND DESTROY ALL MATTER AND CONSUME ITSELF AT THE SAME TIME AND PASS INTO NOTHINGNESS" (AGAINST HERESIES 1:7:1). THE PHYSICAL WORLD WILL CEASE TO EXIST. THE DEFICIENCY WILL THEN HAVE BEEN ELIMINATED AND THE PROCESS OF RESTORATION WILL BE COMPLETE. 
PTOLEMAEUS’ LETTER TO FLORA 
RECASTING OF THE MOSAIC [SEXLESS] LAW
THE [SEXLESS] LAW ORDAINED THROUGH MOSES, MY DEAR SISTER FLORA, HAS NOT BEEN UNDERSTOOD BY MANY PERSONS, WHO HAVE ACCURATE KNOWLEDGE NEITHER OF HIM WHO ORDAINED IT NOR OF ITS COMMANDMENTS. I THINK THAT THIS WILL BE PERFECTLY CLEAR TO YOU WHEN YOU HAVE LEARNED THE CONTRADICTORY OPINIONS ABOUT IT. SOME SAY THAT IT IS LEGISLATION GIVEN BY GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL; OTHERS, TAKING THE CONTRARY COURSE, MAINTAIN STUBBORNLY THAT IT WAS ORDAINED BY THE OPPOSITE, THE DEVIL WHO CAUSES DESTRUCTION, JUST AS THEY ATTRIBUTE THE FASHIONING OF THE WORLD TO HIM, SAYING THAT HE IS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THIS UNIVERSE. BOTH ARE COMPLETELY IN [SEXUAL] ERROR; THEY REFUTE EACH OTHER, AND NEITHER HAS REACHED THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER. FOR IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE [SEXUAL] LAW WAS NOT ORDAINED BY THE PERFECT GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], FOR IT IS SECONDARY, BEING IMPERFECT AND IN NEED OF COMPLETION BY ANOTHER, CONTAINING COMMANDMENTS ALIEN TO THE NATURE AND THOUGHT OF SUCH A GOD. ON THE OTHER HAND, ONE CANNOT IMPUTE THE [SEXLESS] LAW TO THE INJUSTICE OF THE ADVERSARY, FOR IT IS OPPOSED TO INJUSTICE. SUCH PERSONS DO NOT COMPREHEND WHAT WAS SAID BY THE SAVIOR. "FOR A HOUSE OR CITY DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF CANNOT STAND," DECLARED OUR SAVIOR. FURTHERMORE, THE MESSENGER SAYS THAT THE CREATION OF THE WORLD IS DUE TO HIM, FOR "EVERYTHING WAS MADE THROUGH HIM AND APART FROM HIM NOTHING WAS MADE." THUS, HE TAKES AWAY IN ADVANCE THE BASELESS WISDOM OF THE FALSE ACCUSERS AND SHOWS THAT THE CREATION IS DUE NOT TO A GOD [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WHO [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTS BUT TO THE ONE WHO IS JUST AND HATES [SEXUAL] EVIL. ONLY UNINTELLIGENT PEOPLE HAVE THIS IDEA, PEOPLE WHO DO NOT RECOGNIZE THE PROVIDENCE OF THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND HAVE BLINDED NOT ONLY THE EYE OF THE SOUL BUT ALSO THE EYE OF THE BODY. FROM WHAT HAS BEEN SAID, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THESE PERSONS ENTIRELY MISS THE TRUTH; EACH OF THE TWO GROUPS HAS EXPERIENCED THIS, THE FIRST BECAUSE THEY DO NOT KNOW THE GOD OF JUSTICE, THE SECOND BECAUSE THEY DO NOT KNOW THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL, WHO WAS REVEALED BY HIM ALONE WHO CAME AND WHO KNEW HIM. IT REMAINS FOR US WHO HAVE BEEN COUNTED WORTHY OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF BOTH OF THESE TO PROVIDE YOU WITH AN ACCURATE EXPLANATION OF THE [SEXLESS] NATURE OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND OF THE LEGISLATOR BY WHOM IT WAS ORDAINED. WE SHALL DRAW THE PROOFS OF WHAT WE SAY FROM THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE SAVIOR, WHICH ALONE CAN LEAD US WITHOUT [SEXUAL] ERROR TO THE COMPREHENSION OF REALITY. 
THE THREEFOLD SOURCES OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW
FIRST, YOU MUST LEARN THAT THE ENTIRE [SEXLESS] LAW CONTAINED IN THE PENTATEUCH OF MOSES WAS NOT ORDAINED BY ONE LEGISLATOR, I MEAN, NOT BY GOD ALONE; SOME COMMANDMENTS ARE MOSES', AND SOME WERE GIVEN BY MEN. THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE SAVIOR TEACH US THIS TRIPLE DIVISION. THE FIRST PART MUST BE ATTRIBUTED TO GOD HIMSELF AND HIS LEGISLATING, THE SECOND TO MOSES—NOT IN THE SENSE THAT GOD LEGISLATES THROUGH HIM, BUT IN THE SENSE THAT MOSES GAVE SOME LEGISLATION UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF HIS OWN IDEAS—AND THE THIRD TO THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE, WHO SEEM TO HAVE ORDAINED SOME COMMANDMENTS OF THEIR OWN AT THE BEGINNING. YOU WILL NOW LEARN HOW THE TRUTH OF THIS THEORY IS PROVED BY THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE SAVIOR. IN SOME DISCUSSION WITH THOSE WHO DISPUTED WITH THE SAVIOR ABOUT DIVORCE, WHICH WAS PERMITTED IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW, HE SAID, "BECAUSE OF YOUR HARD-HEARTEDNESS MOSES PERMITTED A MAN TO DIVORCE HIS WIFE; FROM THE BEGINNING IT WAS NOT SO; FOR GOD MADE THIS MARRIAGE, AND WHAT THE LORD JOINED TOGETHER, MAN MUST NOT SEPARATE." IN THIS WAY HE SHOWS THAT THERE IS A [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD, WHICH PROHIBITS THE DIVORCE OF A WIFE FROM HER HUSBAND, AND ANOTHER [SEXLESS] LAW, THAT OF MOSES, WHICH PERMITS THE BREAKING OF THIS YOKE BECAUSE OF HARD-HEARTEDNESS. IN FACT, MOSES LAYS DOWN LEGISLATION CONTRARY TO THAT OF GOD; FOR JOINING IS CONTRARY TO NOT JOINING. BUT IF WE EXAMINE THE INTENTION OF MOSES IN GIVING THIS LEGISLATION, IT WILL BE SEEN THAT HE DID NOT GIVE IT ARBITRARILY OR OF HIS OWN ACCORD, BUT BY NECESSITY BECAUSE OF THE WEAKNESS OF THOSE FOR WHOM THE LEGISLATION WAS GIVEN. SINCE THEY WERE UNABLE TO KEEP THE INTENTION OF GOD, ACCORDING TO WHICH IT WAS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR THEM TO REJECT THEIR WIVES, WITH WHOM SOME OF THEM DISLIKED TO LIVE, AND THEREFORE WERE IN DANGER OF TURNING TO GREATER INJUSTICE AND THENCE TO DESTRUCTION, MOSES WANTED TO REMOVE THE CAUSE OF DISLIKE, WHICH WAS PLACING THEM IN JEOPARDY OF DESTRUCTION. THEREFORE BECAUSE OF THE CRITICAL CIRCUMSTANCES, CHOOSING A LESSER EVIL IN PLACE OF A GREATER, HE ORDAINED, OF HIS OWN ACCORD, A 2ND [SEXLESS] LAW, THAT OF DIVORCE, SO THAT IF THEY COULD NOT OBSERVE THE FIRST, THEY MIGHT KEEP THIS AND NOT TURN TO UNJUST AND EVIL [SEXUAL] ACTIONS, THROUGH WHICH COMPLETE DESTRUCTION WOULD BE THE RESULT FOR THEM. THIS WAS HIS INTENTION WHEN HE GAVE LEGISLATION CONTRARY TO THAT OF GOD. THEREFORE, IT IS INDISPUTABLE THAT HERE THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF MOSES IS DIFFERENT FROM THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD, EVEN IF WE HAVE DEMONSTRATED THE FACT FROM ONLY ONE EXAMPLE. THE SAVIOR ALSO MAKES PLAIN THE FACT THAT SOME [SEXLESS] TRADITIONS OF THE ELDERS ARE INTERWOVEN WITH THE [SEXLESS] LAW. "FOR GOD SAID," HE STATES, '"HONOR YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] AND YOUR MOTHER [VICTORIA], THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU.' BUT YOU HAVE DECLARED," HE SAYS, ADDRESSING THE ELDERS, "THAT WHAT HELP YOU MIGHT HAVE RECEIVED FROM ME IS A GIFT TO GOD; AND YOU HAVE NULLIFIED THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] TRADITION OF YOUR ELDERS." ISAIAH ALSO PROCLAIMED THIS, SAYING, "THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR FROM ME, TEACHING PRECEPTS THAT ARE THE COMMANDMENTS OF MEN."
THE TRIPARTITE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD
THEREFORE, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE WHOLE [SEXLESS] LAW IS DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS; WE FIND IN IT THE LEGISLATION OF MOSES, OF THE ELDERS, AND OF GOD HIMSELF. THIS DIVISION OF THE ENTIRE [SEXLESS] LAW, AS MADE BY US, HAS BROUGHT TO LIGHT WHAT IS TRUE IN IT. THIS PART, THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD HIMSELF, IS IN TURN DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS: THE PURE LEGISLATION NOT MIXED WITH [SEXUAL] EVIL, WHICH IS PROPERLY CALLED [SEXLESS] LAW, WHICH THE SAVIOR CAME NOT TO DESTROY BUT TO COMPLETE—FOR WHAT HE COMPLETED WAS NOT ALIEN TO HIM BUT NEEDED COMPLETION, FOR IT DID NOT POSSESS PERFECTION—NEXT, THE LEGISLATION INTERWOVEN WITH INFERIORITY AND INJUSTICE, WHICH THE SAVIOR DESTROYED BECAUSE IT WAS ALIEN TO HIS [SEXLESS] NATURE; AND FINALLY, THE LEGISLATION THAT IS EXEMPLARY AND SYMBOLIC, A [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF WHAT IS SPIRITUAL AND TRANSCENDENT, WHICH THE SAVIOR TRANSFERRED FROM THE PERCEPTIBLE AND PHENOMENAL TO THE SPIRITUAL AND INVISIBLE. THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD, PURE AND NOT MIXED WITH [SEXUAL] INFERIORITY, IS THE DECALOGUE, THOSE TEN SAYINGS ENGRAVED ON TWO TABLES, FORBIDDING THINGS NOT TO BE DONE AND ENJOINING THINGS TO BE DONE. THESE CONTAIN PURE BUT IMPERFECT LEGISLATION AND REQUIRED THE COMPLETION MADE BY THE SAVIOR. THERE IS ALSO THE [SEXUAL] LAW INTERWOVEN WITH INJUSTICE, LAID DOWN FOR VENGEANCE AND THE REQUITAL OF PREVIOUS INJURIES, ORDAINING THAT AN EYE SHOULD BE CUT OUT FOR AN EYE AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH, AND THAT A MURDER SHOULD BE AVENGED BY A MURDER. THE PERSON WHO IS THE SECOND ONE TO BE UNJUST IS NO LESS UNJUST THAN THE FIRST; HE SIMPLY CHANGES THE ORDER OF EVENTS WHILE PERFORMING THE SAME ACTION. ADMITTEDLY, THIS COMMANDMENT WAS A JUST ONE AND STILL IS JUST, BECAUSE OF THE WEAKNESS OF THOSE FOR WHOM THE LEGISLATION WAS MADE SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT TRANSGRESS THE PURE [SEXLESS] LAW. BUT IT IS ALIEN TO THE [DIVINE] NATURE AND GOODNESS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL. NO DOUBT IT WAS APPROPRIATE TO THE CIRCUMSTANCES, OR EVEN NECESSARY. FOR HE WHO DOES NOT WANT ONE MURDER COMMITTED, SAYING, "YOU SHALL NOT KILL," COMMANDS A MURDER TO BE REPAID BY ANOTHER MURDER, AND SO HE HAS GIVEN A 2ND [SEXLESS] LAW, WHICH ENJOINS TWO MURDERS ALTHOUGH HE HAD FORBIDDEN ONE. THIS FACT PROVES THAT HE WAS UNSUSPECTINGLY THE VICTIM OF NECESSITY. THIS IS WHY, WHEN HIS SON CAME, HE DESTROYED THIS PART OF THE [SEXUAL] LAW WHILE ADMITTING THAT IT CAME FROM GOD. HE COUNTS THIS PART OF THE [SEXUAL] LAW AS IN THE OLD RELIGION, NOT ONLY IN OTHER PASSAGES BUT ALSO WHERE HE SAID, "GOD SAID, 'HE WHO CURSES FATHER [STEPHEN] OR MOTHER [VICTORIA] SHALL SURELY DIE.' "FINALLY, THERE IS THE EXEMPLARY PART, ORDAINED IN THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF SPIRITUAL AND TRANSCENDENT MATTERS; I MEAN THE PART DEALING WITH OFFERINGS AND CIRCUMCISION AND THE SABBATH [SUNDAY] AND FASTING AND PASSOVER AND UNLEAVENED BREAD AND OTHER SIMILAR MATTERS. SINCE ALL THESE THINGS ARE [SEXLESS] IMAGES AND [SEXLESS] SYMBOLS, WHEN THE TRUTH WAS MADE MANIFEST THEY WERE TRANSLATED TO ANOTHER MEANING. IN THEIR PHENOMENAL APPEARANCE AND THEIR LITERAL APPLICATION, THEY WERE DESTROYED, BUT IN THEIR SPIRITUAL MEANING, THEY WERE RESTORED; THE NAMES REMAINED THE SAME, BUT THE CONTENT WAS CHANGED. THUS, THE SAVIOR COMMANDED US TO MAKE OFFERINGS NOT OF IRRATIONAL ANIMALS OR OF INCENSE OF THIS WORLDLY [SEXUAL] SORT, BUT OF SPIRITUAL [SEXLESS] PRAISE AND GLORIFICATION AND THANKSGIVING AND OF SHARING AND WELL-DOING WITH OUR NEIGHBORS. HE WANTED US TO BE CIRCUMCISED, NOT IN REGARD TO OUR PHYSICAL FORESKIN BUT IN REGARD TO OUR SPIRITUAL HEART; TO KEEP THE SABBATH [SUNDAY] FOR HE WISHES US TO BE IDLE IN REGARD TO EVIL [SEXUAL] WORKS; TO FAST, NOT IN PHYSICAL FASTING BUT IN SPIRITUAL, IN WHICH THERE IS ABSTINENCE FROM EVERYTHING [SEXUALLY] EVIL. AMONG US EXTERNAL FASTING IS ALSO OBSERVED, SINCE IT CAN BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE SOUL IF IT IS DONE REASONABLY, NOT FOR IMITATING OTHERS OR FROM HABIT OR BECAUSE OF A SPECIAL DAY APPOINTED FOR THIS PURPOSE. IT IS ALSO OBSERVED SO THAT THOSE WHO ARE NOT YET ABLE TO KEEP THE TRUE FAST MAY HAVE A REMINDER OF IT FROM THE EXTERNAL FAST. SIMILARLY, PAUL THE MESSENGER SHOWS THAT THE PASSOVER AND THE UNLEAVENED BREAD ARE IMAGES WHEN HE SAYS, "CHRIST OUR PASSOVER HAS BEEN SACRIFICED, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY BE UNLEAVENED BREAD, NOT CONTAINING LEAVEN"—BY LEAVEN HE HERE MEANS EVIL—"BUT MAY BE A NEW BATCH OF DOUGH." THUS, THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD ITSELF IS OBVIOUSLY DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS. THE FIRST WAS COMPLETED BY THE SAVIOR, FOR THE COMMANDMENTS, YOU, SHALL NOT KILL, YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT SWEAR FALSELY, ARE INCLUDED IN THE FORBIDDING OF ANGER, DESIRE, AND SWEARING. THE SECOND PART WAS ENTIRELY DESTROYED. FOR AN EYE FOR AN EYE AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH, INTERWOVEN WITH INJUSTICE AND ITSELF A WORK OF INJUSTICE, WAS DESTROYED BY THE SAVIOR THROUGH ITS OPPOSITE. OPPOSITES CANCEL OUT. "FOR I SAY TO YOU, DO NOT RESIST ONE WHO IS [SEXUALLY] EVIL, BUT IF ANYONE STRIKES YOU, TURN THE OTHER CHEEK." FINALLY, THERE IS THE PART TRANSLATED AND CHANGED FROM THE LITERAL TO THE SPIRITUAL, THIS SYMBOLIC LEGISLATION WHICH IS A [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF TRANSCENDENT THINGS. FOR THE [SEXLESS] IMAGES AND [SEXLESS] SYMBOLS THAT REPRESENT OTHER THINGS WERE GOOD AS LONG AS THE TRUTH HAD NOT COME; BUT SINCE THE TRUTH HAS COME, WE MUST PERFORM THE ACTIONS OF THE TRUTH, NOT THOSE OF THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE. THE STUDENTS OF THE SAVIOR AND THE MESSENGER PAUL SHOWED THAT THIS THEORY IS TRUE, SPEAKING OF THE PART DEALING WITH [SEXLESS] IMAGES, AS WE HAVE ALREADY SAID, IN MENTIONING THE PASSOVER FOR US AND THE UNLEAVENED BREAD; OF THE [SEXUAL] LAW INTERWOVEN WITH INJUSTICE WHEN HE SAYS THAT "THE [SEXUAL] LAW OF COMMANDMENTS IN ORDINANCES WAS DESTROYED" AND OF THAT NOT MIXED WITH ANYTHING [SEXUALLY] INFERIOR WHEN HE SAYS THAT "THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS HOLY, AND THE COMMANDMENT IS HOLY AND JUST AND GOOD." I THINK I HAVE SHOWN YOU SUFFICIENTLY, AS WELL AS ONE CAN IN BRIEF COMPASS, THE ADDITION OF HUMAN LEGISLATION IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE TRIPLE DIVISION OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF GOD ITSELF. 
THE [SEXLESS] LAW IS BY THE DEMIURGE
IT REMAINS FOR US TO SAY WHO THIS GOD IS WHO ORDAINED THE [SEXLESS] LAW; BUT I THINK THIS TOO HAS BEEN SHOWN YOU IN WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY SAID, IF YOU HAVE LISTENED TO IT ATTENTIVELY. FOR IF THE [SEXUAL] LAW WAS NOT ORDAINED BY THE PERFECT GOD HIMSELF, AS WE HAVE ALREADY TAUGHT YOU, NOR BY THE DEVIL, A STATEMENT ONE CANNOT POSSIBLY MAKE, THE LEGISLATOR MUST BE SOMEONE OTHER THAN THESE TWO. IN FACT, HE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS THE [TRUE] DEMIURGE [CREATOR] AND MAKER OF THIS UNIVERSE AND EVERYTHING IN IT; AND BECAUSE HE IS ESSENTIALLY DIFFERENT FROM THESE TWO AND IS BETWEEN THEM, HE IS RIGHTLY DESCRIBED AS INTERMEDIATE [ROMANS 1:20-28, 32; 3:4-23]. AND IF THE PERFECT GOD IS GOOD BY [SEXLESS] NATURE, AS IN FACT HE IS, FOR OUR SAVIOR DECLARED THAT THERE IS ONLY A SINGLE GOOD GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] WHOM HE MANIFESTED; AND IF THE ONE WHO IS OF THE OPPOSITE [SEXUAL] NATURE IS EVIL AND WICKED, CHARACTERIZED BY INJUSTICE; THEN THE ONE SITUATED BETWEEN THE TWO, NEITHER GOOD NOR EVIL AND UNJUST, CAN PROPERLY BE CALLED JUST, SINCE HE IS THE ARBITRATOR OF THE JUSTICE THAT DEPENDS ON HIM. ON THE ONE HAND, THIS GOD WILL BE [SEXLESSLY] INFERIOR TO THE PERFECT GOD AND LOWER THAN HIS JUSTICE, SINCE HE IS GENERATED AND NOT UNGENERATED; THERE IS ONLY ONE UNGENERATED FATHER [STEPHEN], FROM WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, SINCE ALL THINGS DEPEND ON HIM IN THEIR OWN WAYS. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE WILL BE GREATER AND MORE POWERFUL THAN THE ADVERSARY, BY [SEXLESS] NATURE, BECAUSE HE HAS A SUBSTANCE AND [SEXLESS] NATURE DIFFERENT FROM THE SUBSTANCE OF EITHER OF THEM. THE SUBSTANCE OF THE ADVERSARY IS [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION AND DARKNESS, FOR HE IS MATERIAL AND COMPLEX, WHILE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE UNGENERATED FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL IS [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION AND SELF-EXISTENT LIGHT [JAMES 1:17], SIMPLE AND HOMOGENEOUS. THE SUBSTANCE OF THE LATTER PRODUCED A DOUBLE POWER, WHILE THE SAVIOR IS A [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE GREATER ONE, [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]. DO NOT LET THIS TROUBLE YOU FOR THE PRESENT IN YOUR DESIRE TO LEARN HOW FROM ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF ALL, SIMPLE, AND ACKNOWLEDGED BY US AND BELIEVED BY US, UNGENERATED AND [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE AND GOOD, WERE CONSTITUTED THESE [SEXUAL] NATURES OF CORRUPTION AND THE MIDDLE, WHICH ARE OF DIFFERENT SUBSTANCES, ALTHOUGH IT IS CHARACTERISTIC OF THE GOOD TO GENERATE AND PRODUCE THINGS THAT ARE LIKE ITSELF AND HAVE THE SAME SUBSTANCE. FOR, IF GOD PERMIT, YOU WILL LATER LEARN ABOUT THEIR ORIGIN AND GENERATION, WHEN YOU ARE JUDGED WORTHY OF THE APOSTOLIC TRADITION THAT WE TOO HAVE RECEIVED BY SUCCESSION. WE TOO ARE ABLE TO PROVE ALL OUR POINTS BY THE TEACHING OF THE SAVIOR. IN MAKING THESE BRIEF STATEMENTS TO YOU, MY SISTER FLORA, I HAVE NOT GROWN WEARY; AND WHILE I HAVE TREATED THE SUBJECT WITH BREVITY, I HAVE ALSO DISCUSSED IT SUFFICIENTLY. THESE POINTS WILL BE OF GREAT BENEFIT TO YOU IN THE FUTURE, IF LIKE FAIR AND GOOD GROUND YOU HAVE RECEIVED FERTILE SEEDS AND GO ON TO SHOW FORTH THEIR [SEXLESS] FRUIT. 
THE GOSPEL OF BALISIDES
BALISIDES
BASILIDES AGAIN, THAT HE MAY APPEAR TO HAVE DISCOVERED SOMETHING MORE SUBLIME AND PLAUSIBLE, GIVES AN IMMENSE DEVELOPMENT TO HIS DOCTRINES. HE SETS FORTH THAT NOUS WAS FIRST BORN OF THE UNBORN FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT FROM HIM, AGAIN, WAS BORN LOGOS, FROM LOGOS PHRONESIS, FROM PHRONESIS SOPHIA AND DYNAMIS, AND FROM DYNAMIS AND SOPHIA THE POWERS, AND PRINCIPALITIES, AND ANGELS, WHOM HE ALSO CALLS THE FIRST; AND THAT BY THEM THE FIRST HEAVEN WAS MADE. THEN OTHER POWERS, BEING FORMED BY EMANATION FROM THESE, CREATED ANOTHER HEAVEN SIMILAR TO THE FIRST; AND IN LIKE MANNER, WHEN OTHERS, AGAIN, HAD BEEN FORMED BY EMANATION FROM THEM, CORRESPONDING EXACTLY TO THOSE ABOVE THEM, THESE, TOO, FRAMED ANOTHER THIRD HEAVEN; AND THEN FROM THIS THIRD, IN DOWNWARD ORDER, THERE WAS A FOURTH SUCCESSION OF DESCENDANTS; AND SO ON, AFTER THE SAME FASHION, THEY DECLARE THAT MORE AND MORE PRINCIPALITIES AND ANGELS WERE FORMED, AND THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE HEAVENS. WHEREFORE THE YEAR CONTAINS THE SAME NUMBER OF DAYS IN CONFORMITY WITH THE NUMBER OF THE HEAVENS. THOSE ANGELS WHO OCCUPY THE LOWEST HEAVEN, THAT, NAMELY, WHICH IS VISIBLE TO US, FORMED ALL THE THINGS WHICH ARE IN THE WORLD, AND MADE ALLOTMENTS AMONG THEMSELVES OF THE EARTH AND OF THOSE NATIONS WHICH ARE UPON IT. THE CHIEF OF THEM IS HE WHO IS THOUGHT TO BE THE GOD OF THE JEWS; AND INASMUCH AS HE DESIRED TO RENDER THE OTHER NATIONS SUBJECT TO HIS OWN PEOPLE, THAT IS, THE JEWS, ALL THE OTHER PRINCES RESISTED AND OPPOSED HIM. WHEREFORE ALL OTHER NATIONS WERE AT ENMITY WITH HIS NATION. BUT THE FATHER WITHOUT BIRTH AND WITHOUT NAME, PERCEIVING THAT THEY WOULD BE DESTROYED, SENT HIS OWN FIRST-BEGOTTEN NOUS (HE IT IS WHO IS CALLED CHRIST) TO BESTOW DELIVERANCE ON THEM THAT BELIEVE IN HIM, FROM THE POWER OF THOSE WHO MADE THE WORLD. HE APPEARED, THEN, ON EARTH AS A MAN, TO THE NATIONS OF THESE POWERS, AND WROUGHT MIRACLES. WHEREFORE HE DID NOT HIMSELF SUFFER DEATH, BUT SIMON, A CERTAIN MAN OF CYRENE, BEING COMPELLED, BORE THE CROSS IN HIS STEAD; SO THAT THIS LATTER BEING TRANSFIGURED BY HIM, THAT HE MIGHT BE THOUGHT TO BE JESUS, WAS CRUCIFIED, THROUGH IGNORANCE AND ERROR, WHILE JESUS HIMSELF RECEIVED THE FORM OF SIMON, AND, STANDING BY, LAUGHED AT THEM. FOR SINCE HE WAS AN INCORPOREAL POWER, AND THE NOUS (MIND) OF THE UNBORN FATHER [STEPHEN], HE TRANSFIGURED HIMSELF AS HE PLEASED, AND THUS ASCENDED TO HIM WHO HAD SENT HIM, DERIDING THEM, INASMUCH AS HE COULD NOT BE LAID HOLD OF, AND WAS INVISIBLE TO ALL. THOSE, THEN, WHO KNOW THESE THINGS HAVE BEEN FREED FROM THE PRINCIPALITIES WHO FORMED THE WORLD; SO THAT IT IS NOT INCUMBENT ON US TO CONFESS HIM WHO WAS CRUCIFIED, BUT HIM WHO CAME IN THE FORM OF A MAN, AND WAS THOUGHT TO BE CRUCIFIED, AND WAS CALLED JESUS, AND WAS SENT BY THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT BY THIS DISPENSATION HE MIGHT DESTROY THE WORKS OF THE MAKERS OF THE WORLD. IF ANY ONE, THEREFORE, HE DECLARES, CONFESSES THE CRUCIFIED, THAT MAN IS STILL A SLAVE, AND UNDER THE POWER OF THOSE WHO FORMED OUR BODIES; BUT HE WHO DENIES HIM HAS BEEN FREED FROM THESE BEINGS, AND IS ACQUAINTED WITH THE DISPENSATION OF THE UNBORN FATHER [STEPHEN]. SALVATION BELONGS TO THE SOUL ALONE, FOR THE BODY IS BY NATURE SUBJECT TO CORRUPTION. HE DECLARES, TOO, THAT THE PROPHECIES WERE DERIVED FROM THOSE POWERS WHO WERE THE MAKERS OF THE WORLD, BUT THE [SEXLESS] LAW WAS SPECIALLY GIVEN BY THEIR CHIEF, WHO LED THE PEOPLE OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT. HE ATTACHES NO IMPORTANCE TO [THE QUESTION REGARDING] MEATS OFFERED IN SACRIFICE TO IDOLS, THINKS THEM OF NO CONSEQUENCE, AND MAKES USE OF THEM WITHOUT ANY HESITATION; HE HOLDS ALSO THE USE OF OTHER THINGS, AND THE PRACTICE OF EVERY KIND OF LUST, A MATTER OF PERFECT INDIFFERENCE. THESE MEN, MOREOVER, PRACTICE MAGIC, AND USE IMAGES, INCANTATIONS, INVOCATIONS, AND EVERY OTHER KIND OF CURIOUS ART. COINING ALSO, CERTAIN NAMES AS IF THEY WERE THOSE OF THE ANGELS, THEY PROCLAIM SOME OF THESE AS BELONGING TO THE FIRST, AND OTHERS TO THE SECOND HEAVEN; AND THEN THEY STRIVE TO SET FORTH THE NAMES, PRINCIPLES, ANGELS, AND POWERS OF THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE IMAGINED HEAVENS. THEY ALSO AFFIRM THAT THE BARBAROUS NAME IN WHICH THE SAVIOR ASCENDED AND DESCENDED, IS CAULACAU. HE, THEN, WHO HAS LEARNED [THESE THINGS], AND KNOWN ALL THE ANGELS AND THEIR CAUSES, IS RENDERED INVISIBLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO THE ANGELS AND ALL THE POWERS, EVEN AS CAULACAU ALSO WAS. AND AS THE SON WAS UNKNOWN TO ALL, SO MUST THEY ALSO BE KNOWN BY NO ONE; BUT WHILE THEY KNOW ALL, AND PASS THROUGH ALL, THEY THEMSELVES REMAIN INVISIBLE AND UNKNOWN TO ALL; FOR, "DO THOU," THEY SAY, "KNOW ALL, BUT LET NOBODY KNOW THEE." FOR THIS REASON, PERSONS OF SUCH A PERSUASION ARE ALSO READY TO RECANT [THEIR OPINIONS], YEA, RATHER, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THEY SHOULD SUFFER ON ACCOUNT OF A MERE NAME, SINCE THEY ARE LIKE TO ALL. THE MULTITUDE, HOWEVER, CANNOT UNDERSTAND THESE MATTERS, BUT ONLY ONE OUT OF A THOUSAND, OR TWO OUT OF TEN THOUSAND. THEY DECLARE THAT THEY ARE NO LONGER JEWS, AND THAT THEY ARE NOT YET CHRISTIANS; AND THAT IT IS NOT AT ALL FITTING TO SPEAK OPENLY OF THEIR MYSTERIES, BUT RIGHT TO KEEP THEM SECRET BY PRESERVING SILENCE. THEY MAKE OUT THE LOCAL POSITION OF THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE HEAVENS IN THE SAME WAY AS DO MATHEMATICIANS. FOR, ACCEPTING THE THEOREMS OF THESE LATTER, THEY HAVE TRANSFERRED THEM TO THEIR OWN TYPE OF DOCTRINE. THEY HOLD THAT THEIR CHIEF IS ABRAXAS; AND, ON THIS ACCOUNT, THAT WORD CONTAINS IN ITSELF THE NUMBERS AMOUNTING TO THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE.
BALISIDES SYSTEM
SEEN FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF IRENAEUS, BASILIDES TAUGHT THAT NOUS (MIND) WAS THE FIRST TO BE BORN FROM THE UNBORN FATHER [STEPHEN]; FROM NOUS WAS BORN LOGOS (REASON); FROM LOGOS, PHRONESIS (PRUDENCE); FROM PHRONESIS, SOPHIA (WISDOM) AND DYNAMIS (STRENGTH) AND FROM PHRONESIS AND DYNAMIS THE VIRTUES, PRINCIPALITIES, AND ARCHANGELS. BY THESE ANGELIC HOSTS THE HIGHEST HEAVEN WAS MADE, BY THEIR DESCENDANTS THE SECOND HEAVEN, AND BY THE DESCENDANTS AGAIN OF THESE THE THIRD, AND SO ON TILL THEY REACHED THE NUMBER 365. HENCE THE YEAR HAS AS MANY DAYS AS THERE ARE HEAVENS. THE ANGELS, WHO HOLD THE LAST OR VISIBLE HEAVEN, BROUGHT ABOUT ALL THINGS THAT ARE IN THE WORLD AND SHARED AMONGST THEMSELVES THE EARTH AND THE NATIONS UPON IT. THE HIGHEST OF THESE ANGELS IS THE ONE WHO IS THOUGHT TO BE THE GOD OF THE JEWS. AND AS HE WISHED TO MAKE THE OTHER NATIONS SUBJECT TO THAT WHICH WAS ESPECIALLY HIS OWN, THE OTHER ANGELIC PRINCIPALITIES WITHSTOOD HIM TO THE UTMOST. HENCE THE AVERSION OF ALL OTHER PEOPLES FOR THIS RACE. THE UNBORN AND NAMELESS FATHER [STEPHEN] SEEING THEIR MISERABLE PLIGHT, SENT HIS FIRST-BORN, NOUS (AND THIS IS THE ONE WHO IS CALLED CHRIST) TO DELIVER THOSE WHO SHOULD BELIEVE IN HIM FROM THE POWER OF THE ANGELIC AGENCIES WHO HAD BUILT THE WORLD. AND TO MEN CHRIST SEEMED TO BE A MAN AND TO HAVE PERFORMED MIRACLES. IT WAS NOT, HOWEVER, CHRIST WHO SUFFERED, BUT RATHER SIMON OF CYRENE, WHO WAS CONSTRAINED TO CARRY THE CROSS FOR HIM, AND MISTAKENLY CRUCIFIED IN CHRIST'S STEAD. SIMON HAVING RECEIVED JESUS' FORM, JESUS ASSUMED SIMON'S AND THUS STOOD BY AND LAUGHED AT THEM. SIMON WAS CRUCIFIED AND JESUS RETURNED TO HIS FATHER [STEPHEN]. THROUGH THE GNOSIS (KNOWLEDGE) OF CHRIST THE SOULS OF MEN ARE SAVED, BUT THEIR BODIES PERISH. OUT OF EPIPHANIUS AND PSEUDO-TERTULLIAN WE CAN COMPLETE THE DESCRIPTION THIS: THE [MOST] HIGHEST GOD, THE UNBORN FATHER [STEPHEN], BEARS THE MYSTICAL NAME ABRASAX, AS ORIGIN OF THE 365 HEAVENS. THE ANGELS THAT MADE THE WORLD FORMED IT OUT OF ETERNAL MATTER; BUT MATTER IS THE PRINCIPLE OF ALL EVIL AND HENCE BOTH THE CONTEMPT OF THE GNOSTICS FOR IT AND THEIR DOCETIC CHRISTOLOGY. TO UNDERGO MARTYRDOM IN ORDER TO CONFESS THE CRUCIFIED IS USELESS, FOR IT IS TO DIE FOR SIMON OF CYRENE, NOT FOR CHRIST. HIPPOLYTUS SETS FORTH THE DOCTRINE OF BASILIDES AS FOLLOWS: THERE WAS A TIME WHEN NOTHING EXISTED, NEITHER MATTER NOR FORM, NOR ACCIDENT; NEITHER THE SIMPLE NOR THE COMPOUND, NEITHER THE UNKNOWABLE NOR THE INVISIBLE, NEITHER MAN OR ANGEL NOR GOD NOR ANY OF THESE THINGS, WHICH ARE CALLED BY NAMES OR PERCEIVED BY THE MIND OR THE SENSES. THE NOT-BEING GOD (OUK ON THEOS) WHOM ARISTOTLE CALLS THOUGHT OF THOUGHT (NOESIS TES NOESEOS), WITHOUT CONSCIOUSNESS, WITHOUT PERCEPTION, WITHOUT PURPOSE, WITHOUT AIM, WITHOUT PASSION, WITHOUT DESIRE, HAD THE WILL TO CREATE THE WORLD. I SAY "HAD THE WILL" ONLY BY WAY OF SPEAKING, BECAUSE IN REALITY HE HAD NEITHER WILL, NOR IDEAS NOR PERCEPTIONS; AND BY THE WORD 'WORLD' I DO NOT MEAN THIS ACTUAL WORLD, WHICH IS THE OUTCOME OF EXTENSION AND DIVISION, BUT RATHER THE SEED OF THE WORLD. THE SEED OF THE WORLD CONTAINED IN ITSELF, AS A MUSTARD SEED, ALL THINGS WHICH ARE EVENTUALLY EVOLVED, AS THE ROOTS, THE BRANCHES, THE LEAVES ARISE OUT OF THE SEED-CORN OF THE PLANT. STRANGE TO SAY THIS WORLD-SEED OR ALL-SEED (PANSPERMIA) IS STILL DESCRIBED AS NOT-BEING. IT IS A PHRASE OF BASILIDES: "GOD IS NOT-BEING, EVEN HE, WHO MADE THE WORLD OUT OF WHAT WAS NOT; NOT-BEING MADE NOT-BEING." BASILIDES DISTINCTLY REJECTED BOTH EMANATION AND THE ETERNITY OF MATTER. "WHAT NEED IS THERE", HE SAID, "OF EMANATION OR WHY ACCEPT HYLE [MATTER]; AS IF GOD HAD CREATED THE WORLD AS THE SPIDER SPINS ITS THREAD OR AS MORTAL MAN FASHIONS METAL OR WOOD. GOD SPOKE AND IT WAS; THIS MOSES EXPRESSES THUS: 'LET THERE BE LIGHT AND THERE WAS LIGHT'." THIS SENTENCE HAS A CHRISTIAN RING, BUT WE MUST NOT FORGET THAT TO BASILIDES GOD WAS ABSOLUTE NEGATION. HE CANNOT FIND WORDS ENOUGH TO BRING OUT THE UTTER NON-EXISTENCE OF GOD; GOD IS NOT EVEN "UNSPEAKABLE" (ARRETON), HE SIMPLY IS NOT. HENCE THE POPULAR DESIGNATION OF OUKONTIANI FOR PEOPLE WHO ALWAYS SPOKE OF OUKON, NOT-BEING. THE DIFFICULTY LIES IN PLACING THE ACTUAL TRANSITION FROM NOT-BEING INTO BEING. THIS WAS PROBABLY SUPPOSED TO CONSIST IN THE SPERMA OR SEED, WHICH IN ONE RESPECT WAS NOT-BEING, AND IN THE OTHER, THE ALL-SEED OF THE MANIFOLD WORLD. THE PANSPERMIA CONTAINED IN ITSELF A THREEFOLD FILIATION, HYIOTES: ONE COMPOSED OF REFINED ELEMENTS, LEPTOMERES, A SECOND OF GROSSER ELEMENTS, PACHYMERES, AND A THIRD NEEDING PURIFICATION, APOKATHARSEOS DEOMENON. THESE THREE FILIATIONS ULTIMATELY REACH THE NOT-BEING GOD, BUT EACH REACHES HIM IN A DIFFERENT WAY. THE FIRST FILIATION ROSE AT ONCE AND FLEW WITH THE SWIFTNESS OF THOUGHT TO THE NOT-BEING GOD. THE SECOND, REMAINING AS YET IN THE PANSPERMIA, WISHED TO IMITATE THE FIRST FILIATION AND RISE UPWARDS; BUT, BEING TOO GROSS AND HEAVY, IT FAILED. WHEREUPON THE SECOND FILIATION TAKES TO ITSELF WINGS, WHICH ARE THE HOLY GHOST, AND WITH THIS AID ALMOST REACHES THE NOT-BEING GOD. BUT WHEN IT HAS COME NEAR, THE HOLY GHOST, OF DIFFERENT SUBSTANCE FROM THE SECOND FILIATION, CAN GO NO FURTHER, BUT CONDUCTS THE SECOND FILIATION NEAR TO THE FIRST FILIATION AND LEAVES. YET HE DOES NOT RETURN EMPTY BUT, AS A VESSEL FULL OF OINTMENT, HE RETAINS THE SWEET ODOUR OF FILIATION; AND HE BECOMES THE "BOUNDARY SPIRIT" (METHORION PNEUMA), BETWEEN THE SUPERMUNDANE AND THE MUNDANE WHERE THE THIRD FILIATION IS STILL CONTAINED IN THE PANSPERMIA. NOW THERE AROSE OUT OF THE PANSPERMIA THE GREAT ARCHON, OR RULER; HE SPED UPWARDS UNTIL HE REACHED THE FIRMAMENT, AND THINKING THERE WAS NOTHING ABOVE AND BEYOND, AND NOT KNOWING OF THE THIRD FILIATION, STILL CONTAINED IN THE PANSPERMIA, HE FANCIED HIMSELF LORD AND MASTER OF ALL THINGS. HE CREATED TO HIMSELF A SON OUT OF THE HEAP OF PANSPERMIA; THIS WAS THE CHRIST AND BEING HIMSELF AMAZED AT THE BEAUTY OF HIS SON, WHO WAS GREATER THAN HIS FATHER [STEPHEN], HE MADE HIM SIT AT HIS RIGHT HAND; AND WITH HIM HE CREATED THE ETHEREAL HEAVENS, WHICH REACH UNTO THE MOON. THE SPHERE WHERE THE GREAT ARCHON RULES, I.E. THE HIGHER HEAVENS, THE LOWER BOUNDARY OF WHICH IS THE PLANE WHERE THE MOON REVOLVES, IS CALLED THE OGDOAD. THE SAME PROCESS IS REPEATED AND WE HAVE A SECOND ARCHON AND HIS SON AND THE SPHERE WHERE THEY RULE IS THE HEBDOMAD, BENEATH THE OGDOAD. LASTLY, THE THIRD FILIATION MUST BE RAISED TO THE NOT-BEING GOD. THIS TOOK PLACE THOUGH THE GOSPEL. FROM ADAM TO MOSES THE ARCHON OF THE OGDOAD HAD REIGNED (ROM., V, 14); IN MOSES AND THE PROPHETS THE ARCHON OF THE HEBDOMAD HAD REIGNED, OR GOD OF THE JEWS. NOW IN THE THIRD PERIOD THE GOSPEL MUST REIGN. THIS GOSPEL WAS FIRST MADE KNOWN FROM THE FIRST FILIATION THROUGH THE HOLY GHOST TO THE SON OF THE ARCHON OF THE OGDOAD; THE SON TOLD HIS FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO WAS ASTOUNDED AND TREMBLED AND ACKNOWLEDGED HIS PRIDE IN THINKING HIMSELF THE SUPREME DEITY. THE SON OF THE ARCHON OF THE OGDOAD TELLS THE SON OF THE ARCHON OF THE HEBDOMAD, AND HE AGAIN TELLS HIS FATHER [STEPHEN]. THUS, BOTH SPHERES, INCLUDING THE 365 HEAVENS AND THEIR CHIEF ARCHON, ABRASAX, KNOW THE TRUTH. THIS KNOWLEDGE IS NOT CONVEYED THROUGH THE HEBDOMAD TO JESUS, THE SON OF MARY, WHO THROUGH HIS LIFE AND DEATH REDEEMED THE THIRD FILIATION, THAT IS: WHAT IS MATERIAL MUST RETURN TO THE CHAOS, WHAT IS PSYCHIC TO THE HEBDOMAD, WHAT IS SPIRITUAL TO THE NOT-BEING GOD. WHEN THE THIRD FILIATION IS THUS REDEEMED, THE SUPREME GOD POURS OUT A BLISSFUL IGNORANCE OVER ALL THAT IS AND THAT SHALL SO REMAIN FOREVER. THIS IS CALLED "THE RESTORATION OF ALL THINGS." FROM CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA WE GET A FEW GLIMPSES INTO THE ETHICAL SIDE OF THE SYSTEM. NOMINALLY, FAITH WAS MADE THE BEGINNING OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE; IT WAS NOT, HOWEVER, A FREE SUBMISSION OF THE INTELLECT, BUT A MERE NATURAL GIFT OF UNDERSTANDING (GNOSIS) BESTOWED UPON THE SOUL BEFORE ITS UNION WITH THE BODY AND WHICH SOME POSSESSED AND OTHERS DID NOT. BUT IF FAITH IS ONLY A NATURAL QUALITY OF SOME MINDS, WHAT NEED OF A SAVIOR, ASKS CLEMENT, AND BASILIDES WOULD REPLY THAT FAITH IS A LATENT FORCE WHICH ONLY MANIFESTS ITS ENERGY THROUGH THE COMING OF THE SAVIOR, AS A RAY OF LIGHT WILL SET NAPHTHA ON FIRE. SIN WAS NOT THE RESULTS OF THE ABUSE OF FREE WILL BUT MERELY THE OUTCOME OF AN INBORN EVIL PRINCIPLE. ALL SUFFERING IS PUNISHMENT FOR SIN; EVEN WHEN A CHILD SUFFERS, THIS IS THE PUNISHMENT OF ITS OWN SIN, I.E. THE LATENT EVIL PRINCIPLE WITHIN; THAT THIS INDWELLING PRINCIPLE HAS HAD NO OPPORTUNITY TO MANIFEST ITSELF, IS IMMATERIAL. THE PERSECUTIONS CHRISTIANS UNDERWENT HAD THEREFORE AS SOLE OBJECT THE PUNISHMENT OF THEIR SIN. ALL HUMAN NATURE WAS THUS VITIATED BY THE SINFUL; WHEN HARD PRESSED BASILIDES WOULD CALL EVEN CHRIST A SINFUL MAN, FOR GOD ALONE WAS RIGHTEOUS. VIEWED IN ANOTHER WAY EVIL WAS A SORT OF EXCRESCENCE ON THE RATIONAL SOUL, THE RESULT OF AN ORIGINAL DISTURBANCE AND CONFUSION. "THEIR WHOLE SYSTEM", SAYS CLEMENT, "IS A CONFUSION OF THE PANSPERMIA (ALL-SEED) WITH THE PHYLOKRINESIS (DIFFERENCE-IN-KIND) AND THE RETURN OF THINGS THUS CONFUSED TO THEIR OWN PLACES." ST. IRENAEUS AND ST. EPIPHANIUS REPROACH BASILIDES WITH THE IMMORALITY OF HIS SYSTEM, AND ST. JEROME CALLS BASILIDES A MASTER AND TEACHER OF DEBAUCHERIES. IT IS LIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT BASILIDES WAS PERSONALLY FREE FROM IMMORALITY AND THAT THIS ACCUSATION WAS TRUE NEITHER OF THE MASTER NOR OF SOME OF HIS FOLLOWERS. THAT BASILIDIANISM, TOGETHER WITH THE OTHER FORMS OF GNOSTICISM, EVENTUALLY LED TO GROSS IMMORALITY, THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT. CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA AND ST. EPIPHANIUS HAVE PRESERVED FOR US A PASSAGE OF THE WRITINGS OF BASILIDES' SON AND SUCCESSOR, WHICH COUNSELS THE FREE SATISFACTION OF SENSUAL DESIRES IN ORDER THAT THE SOUL MAY FIND PEACE IN PRAYER. AND IT IS REMARKABLE THAT JUSTIN THE MARTYR IN HIS FIRST APOLOGY (XXVI), THAT IS, AS EARLY AS 150-155, SUGGESTS TO THE ROMAN EMPERORS THAT POSSIBLY THE GNOSTICS ARE GUILTY OF THOSE IMMORALITIES OF WHICH CHRISTIANS ARE FALSELY ACCUSED. IT IS TRUE THAT IN THIS PASSAGE HE MENTIONS ONLY SIMON, MENANDER, AND MARCION BY NAME; BUT THE PASSAGE IS GENERAL IN TONE, AND ELSEWHERE VALENTINUS, BASILIDES, AND SATURNINUS FOLLOW IN THE LIST. 
BALISIDES SCHOOL
BASILIDES NEVER FORMED A SCHOOL OF DISCIPLES, WHO MODIFIED OR ADDED TO THE DOCTRINES OF THEIR LEADER. ISIDORE, HIS SON, IS THE ONLY ONE WHO ELABORATED HIS FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] SYSTEM, ESPECIALLY ON THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL SIDE. HE WROTE A WORK ON THE "PSYCHE PROSPHYES" OR APPENDAGE-SOUL, ANOTHER WORK, CALLED "ETHICS" BY CLEMENT AND "PARAENETICS" BY EPIPHANIUS; AND AT LEAST TWO BOOKS OF "COMMENTARIES ON THE PROPHET PARCHOR." BASILIDIANISM SURVIVED UNTIL THE END OF THE FOURTH CENTURY AS EPIPHANIUS KNEW OF BASILIDIANS LIVING IN THE NILE DELTA. IT WAS HOWEVER ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY LIMITED TO EGYPT, THOUGH ACCORDING TO SULPICIUS SEVERUS IT SEEMS TO HAVE FOUND AN ENTRANCE INTO SPAIN THROUGH A CERTAIN MARK FROM MEMPHIS. ST. JEROME STATES THAT THE PRISCILLIANISTS WERE INFECTED WITH IT. OF THE CUSTOMS OF THE BASILIDIANS, WE KNOW NO MORE THAN THAT BASILIDES ENJOINED ON HIS FOLLOWERS, LIKE PYTHAGORAS, A SILENCE OF FIVE YEARS; THAT THEY KEPT THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE BAPTISM OF JESUS AS A FEAST DAY AND SPENT THE EVE OF IT IN READING; THAT THEIR MASTER TOLD THEM NOT TO SCRUPLE EATING THINGS OFFERED TO IDOLS; THAT THEY WORE AMULETS WITH THE WORD ABRASAX AND SYMBOLIC FIGURES ENGRAVED ON THEM, AND, AMONGST OTHER THINGS, BELIEVED THEM TO POSSESS HEALING PROPERTIES. 
NAASSENE PSALM
THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF COSMIC GENESIS WAS THE FIRSTBORN MIND, AND AFTER THE FIRSTBORN CAME CONFUSED CHAOS. THE THIRD PLACE IN THIS [SEXLESS] LAW FELL TO THE SOUL WHO WAS CLAD ONLY IN THE SHAPE OF A RED DEER IN A WATERY FORM, AND SHE IS WORN AWAY IN THE SLAVERY OF DEATH. SOMETIMES SHE GAINS MASTERY AND GLIMPSES LIGHT, OR SHE PLUNGES INTO [SEXUAL] EVIL MISERY AND WEEPS. SOMETIMES SHE IS MOURNED AND IS HAPPY, OR SHE WEEPS AND IS CONDEMNED [DAMNED]. THEN SHE IS JUDGED AND FINALLY DIES. SOMETIMES SHE IS MISLED DOWN A LABYRINTH OF [SEXUAL] EVILS, TRAPPED IN A CORNER AND WITH NO WAY OUT. JESUS SAID, LOOK, FATHER [STEPHEN], SHE IS WANDERING THE EARTH AND [SEXUAL] EVIL IS TRYING TO CATCH HER. SHE IS WANDERING FAR FROM YOUR BREATH. SHE IS TRYING TO FLEE BITTER CHAOS AND KNOWS NO ESCAPE. O FATHER [STEPHEN], SEND ME TO HER. I WILL DESCEND, CARRYING THE SEALS. I WILL WANDER THROUGH ALL THE AEONS AND UNCOVER ALL MYSTERIES. I WILL DISCLOSE THE FORMS OF THE GODS. AND I WILL TEACH THE SECRETS OF THE HOLY WAY, WHOSE NAME IS GNOSIS. 
BARUCH BY JUSTIN
OATH OF [TOP] SECRECY
IF YOU WOULD KNOW WHAT EYE HAS NOT SEEN NOR EAR HEARD AND WHAT HAS NOT ARISEN IN THE HUMAN HEART, AND WHO STANDS HIGH ABOVE ALL GOOD, SWEAR TO KEEP THE MYSTERY OF INSTRUCTION SECRET. OUR FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO SAW THE GOOD PERFECTED IN HIM, HAS KEPT THE MYSTERIES OF SILENCE SECRET. HE HAS SWORN AND WILL NOT WAVER. HERE IS HIS OATH: "I SWEAR BY THE ONE OVER ALL, WHICH IS THE GOOD, TO KEEP THESE MYSTERIES, TO TELL THEM TO NO ONE, AND NOT TO GO FROM THE GOOD BACK TO THE CREATION." WHEN YOU TAKE THIS OATH, YOU ENTER THE GOOD AND SEE WHAT EYE HAS NOT SEEN NOR EAR HEARD AND WHAT HAS NOT ARISEN IN THE HUMAN HEART. YOU DRINK FROM THE LIVING WATER, THE WASHING, THE SPRING OF LIVING WATER BUBBLING UP. AND THERE WAS A SEPARATION OF WATERS FROM WATERS, AND THE WATERS BELOW THE FIRMAMENT BELONG TO THE EVIL CREATION. IN THEM ARE WASHED THOSE WHO ARE EARTHLY AND PSYCHICAL. THE WATERS ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT BELONG TO THE GOOD AND ARE ALIVE. THE SPIRITUAL AND THE LIVING ARE WASHED IN THEM AS ELOHIM WAS AFTER THE WASHING. HE DID NOT WAVER. 
THE MYTH [BULLSHIT] OF THE 3 CREATORS
THERE WERE THREE UN-GENERATED PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE COSMOS: TWO MALE AND ONE FEMALE. ONE OF THE MALE PRINCIPLES IS CALLED THE GOOD [YAHWEH], AND IT ALONE CARRIES THAT EPITHET AND KNOWS EVERYTHING AHEAD OF TIME. THE OTHER MALE PRINCIPLE IS NAMED FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL THINGS BEGOTTEN IN THE WORLD, HAS NO FORETHOUGHT, AND HE IS UNKNOWN AND INVISIBLE. THE FEMALE [VICTORIA] IS ANGRY. SHE KNOWS NOTHING AHEAD OF TIME AND SHE HAS TWO MINDS AND TWO BODIES. AS IN HERODOTOS'S MYTH [BULLSHIT], SHE IS A VIRGIN ABOVE [THE LADY OF KINGDOMS NAMED THE LADY VICTORIA SEXLESS IN THE NEW UNIVERSE IN ISAIAH 47:1-15] AND A VIPER BELOW [THE GREAT WITCH NAMED THE LADY VICTORIA SEXUAL IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE IN ISAIAH 47:1-15]. SHE IS CALLED BOTH EDEM [VICTORIA] AND ISRAEL [VICTORIA]. THESE ARE THE PRINCIPLES OF THE COSMOS, THE ROOTS AND POOLS FROM WHICH ALL SPRANG, AND NOTHING ELSE WAS IN THE WORLD. WHEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] KNOWING NOTHING BEFOREHAND SAW THAT HALF-VIRGIN EDEM, HE BURNED FOR HER, AND HE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS CALLED ELOHIM, AND EDEM [MEANS ALL UNIVERSAL AUTHORITY IN SEXLESS EDUCATION] BURNED EQUALLY FOR ELOHIM [MEANS LORD]. THEIR [SEXLESS] DESIRE DREW THEM TO A SINGLE UNION OF [SEXLESS] LOVE [DIVINE INTERCOURSE]. FROM THIS COUPLING THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SEEDED TWELVE ANGELS FOR HIMSELF THROUGH EDEM [VICTORIA]. THE PATERNAL ANGELS ARE MICHAEL [JESUS], AMEN, BARUCH, GABRIEL, ESADDAEUS. THE MATERNAL ANGELS ARE BABEL, ACHAMOTH, NAAS, BEL, BELIAS, SATAN, SAEL, ADONAIOS, KAUITHAN, PHARAOTH, KARKAMENOS, AND LATHEN. OF THESE TWENTY-FOUR THE PATERNAL ONES, SIDE WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND OBEY HIS WILL IN EVERYTHING, AND THE MATERNAL ONES HEAR THEIR MOTHER, EDEM. THEIR COMMON DOMAIN IS PARADISE, ABOUT WHICH MOSES TELLS US, "GOD PLANTED PARADISE EAST OF EDEN," BEFORE THE FACE OF EDEM, AND THEREFORE SHE ALWAYS LOOKS AT PARADISE, HER ANGELS. THE ANGELS OF PARADISE ARE ALLEGORICALLY CALLED TREES, AND THE TREE OF LIFE IS THE THIRD PATERNAL ANGEL, AND HIS NAME IS BARUCH, WHILE THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL IS THE THIRD MATERNAL ANGEL, AND HE IS NAAS. MOSES SPOKE THESE THINGS COVERTLY BECAUSE NOT EVERYONE CAN HOLD THE TRUTH. 
THE CREATION OF ADAM AND EVE
AFTER PARADISE CAME INTO BEING THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF ELOHIM AND EDEM, THE ANGELS OF ELOHIM TOOK SOME OF THE BEST EARTH (NOT FROM THE BESTIAL, NAKED PART OF EDEM BUT FROM HER UPPER, CIVILIZED REGIONS) AND FROM THAT GOOD EARTH THEY MADE MAN, BUT FROM THE BESTIAL LAND CAME WILD BEASTS AND CREATURES. THEY MADE MAN A SYMBOL OF THEIR [DIVINE] UNION AND [SEXLESS] LOVE AND PLANTED SOME OF THEIR POWERS IN HIM. EDEM PROVIDED THE SOUL AND ELOHIM THE SPIRIT. THE MAN ADAM WAS A SEAL AND MEMORY OF THEIR [SEXLESS] LOVE, AN ETERNAL SYMBOL OF THE WEDDING OF EDEM AND ELOHIM. AND, AS MOSES WROTE, EVE WAS IMAGE AND SYMBOL, AND THE SEAL OF EDEM PRESERVED FOREVER. EDEM SET THE SOUL IN EVE AND ELOHIM THE SPIRIT. AND THEY WERE GIVEN COMMANDMENTS: "BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY AND SUBDUE THE EARTH." EDEM GAVE AWAY ALL HER POWER TO ELOHIM, LIKE A MARRIAGE DOWRY, AND TILL THIS DAY, IN IMITATION OF THAT FIRST MARRIAGE, A WOMAN COMES TO HER HUSBAND WITH A DOWRY, OBEYING A HOLY AND HEREDITARY [SEXLESS] LAW THAT EDEM CARRIED OUT TOWARD ELOHIM.
THE ANGELS ARE DIVIDED
WHEN, ACCORDING TO MOSES, EVERYTHING WAS CREATED INCLUDING HEAVEN AND EARTH AND ALL THEREIN, THE TWELVE ANGELS OF THE MOTHER WERE DIVIDED INTO FOUR PRINCIPLES, AND EACH QUADRANT IS CALLED A RIVER: PISHON, GIHON, TIGRIS, AND EUPHRATES. HUDDLED IN THESE FOUR PARTS, THE TWELVE ANGELS CIRCLE AROUND AND GOVERN THE COSMOS. THEIR AUTHORITY OVER THE WORLD COMES FROM EDEM. THEY ARE NOT FOREVER IN THE SAME REGION, BUT AS IN A CIRCULAR CHORUS THEY MOVE FROM PLACE TO PLACE AT FIXED INTERVALS AND PERIODS ACCORDING TO THEIR ASSIGNMENTS. WHEN THE ANGELS OF PISHON RULE A REGION, THEN FAMINE, DISTRESS, AND TRIBULATION FOUL THAT SEGMENT OF THE EARTH, FOR THEIR CRITERION FOR RULING IS [SEXUAL] AVARICE [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10]. AND IN ALL REGIONS COME BAD TIMES AND [SEXUAL] DISEASE ACCORDING TO EACH POWER AND [SEXUAL] NATURE. THERE IS A TORRENT OF EVIL POURING OUT LIKE THE RIVERS, AND CONSTANTLY AROUND THE WORLD EDEM'S WILL CONTROLS EVERY QUADRANT. 
ELOHIM'S ASCENT
THE NECESSITY OF [MESSIANIC] EVIL HAS THIS CIRCUMSTANCE: WHEN ELOHIM AND EDEM IN MUTUAL [SEXLESS] LOVE MADE THE COSMOS, ELOHIM CHOSE TO RISE TO THE [MOST] HIGHEST PART OF HEAVEN TO SEE IF THEIR CREATION LACKED ANY ELEMENTS. HE TOOK HIS ANGELS WITH HIM AND ROSE, AS WAS HIS [DIVINE] NATURE, AND HE ABANDONED EDEM BELOW, WHO BEING EARTH DECLINED TO FOLLOW HER HUSBAND UPWARD. WHEN ELOHIM REACHED THE UPPER BORDER OF HEAVEN, HE SAW A LIGHT STRONGER THAN THE SUN HE CREATED, AND HE SAID, "OPEN THE GATES FOR ME TO ENTER AND TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE LORD. I HAD [SEXUALLY] THOUGHT I WAS THE LORD!" HE HEARD A VOICE OUT OF THE LIGHT, SAYING, "THIS IS THE LORD'S GATE. THE JUST PASS THROUGH IT." THE GATE WAS IMMEDIATELY OPENED, AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WITHOUT HIS ANGELS, WENT INTO THE GOOD [YAHWEH] AND SAW WHAT EYE HAS NOT SEEN OR EAR HEARD AND WHAT HAS NOT ARISEN IN THE HUMAN HEART. THE GOOD [YAHWEH] SAID TO HIM, "SIT DOWN AT MY RIGHT HAND." THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SAID TO THE GOOD [YAHWEH], "LET ME DESTROY THE COSMOS I MADE. MY SPIRIT IS IMPRISONED AMONG PEOPLE. I WANT TO TAKE IT BACK." THEN THE GOOD [YAHWEH] TOLD HIM, "NOTHING WHICH COMES FROM ME CAN BE [SATANIC/BABYLONIAN] EVIL. IN YOUR COMPANION, [THAT SEXLESSLY] LOVE [D] YOU AND EDEM MADE THE WORLD. LET EDEM KEEP THE [DIVINE] CREATION AS LONG AS SHE WISHES, BUT YOU MUST STAY WITH ME." 
EDEM'S RESPONSE
THEN EDEM KNEW SHE WAS ABANDONED BY ELOHIM AND SORROWFULLY BEGAN TO GATHER ANGELS AROUND HER AND ADORN HERSELF BRIGHTLY TO AROUSE HIS RETURN. BUT UNDER THE GOOD'S [YAHWEH’S] CONTROL ELOHIM NO LONGER DESCENDED TO EDEM. THEN EDEM COMMANDED BABEL, WHICH HERE MEANS THE GODDESS APHRODITE, TO INCITE FORNICATION AND DIVORCE AMONG PEOPLE, SO THAT AS SHE WAS SEPARATED FROM ELOHIM, THE SPIRIT OF ELOHIM IN PEOPLE MIGHT FEEL AFFLICTION AND BE TORMENTED AND SUFFER LIKE HER, EDEM, HIS ABANDONED WIFE. AND EDEM GAVE GRAND AUTHORITY TO NAAS, HER THIRD ANGEL, TO TORTURE THE SPIRIT OF ELOHIM IN PEOPLE WITH ALL POSSIBLE TORTURES SO THROUGH THAT SPIRIT, ELOHIM MIGHT HIMSELF BE TORTURED—HE WHO HAD ABANDONED EDEM IN COLD VIOLATION OF THEIR COVENANT. 
ELOHIM SENDS DOWN HIS ANGEL BARUCH
WHEN THE FATHER ELOHIM SAW THESE THINGS, HE SENT DOWN BARUCH, HIS OWN THIRD ANGEL, TO COMFORT THE SPIRIT LIVING IN ALL PEOPLE. WHEN BARUCH CAME, HE STOOD AMONG THE ANGELS OF EDEM, IN THE MIDST OF PARADISE. PARADISE WAS THE ANGELS AMONG WHOM HE STOOD, AND HE COMMANDED THE PEOPLE "TO EAT FROM EVERY TREE IN PARADISE, EXCEPT FROM THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL," WHICH TREE IS NAAS. THEY COULD OBEY THE OTHER ELEVEN ANGELS OF EDEM, FOR THOUGH THEY HAVE [SEXUAL] PASSIONS THEY DO NOT DISOBEY THE COMMANDMENT. BUT NAAS DISOBEYED. HE APPROACHED EVE AND SEDUCED HER AND DEBAUCHED HER, WHICH IS A TRANSGRESSION, AND HE APPROACHED ADAM AND PLAYED WITH HIM AS A BOY [PEDERASTY], WHICH IS A TRANSGRESSION. SO, ADULTERY AND PEDERASTY WERE BORN. SINCE THEN EVIL AND GOOD HAVE RULED PEOPLE. IT BEGAN FROM A SINGLE SOURCE. WHEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] ASCENDED TO THE GOOD [YAHWEH], HE SHOWED THE WAY FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO RISE, AND BY LEAVING EDEM, HE BEGAN THE EVIL FOR HIS SPIRIT IN PEOPLE. 
BARUCH SEARCHES FOR A SAVIOR
BARUCH WENT TO MOSES AND THROUGH HIM SPOKE TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL TO TURN THEM BACK TO THE GOOD [YAHWEH], BUT EDEM'S THIRD ANGEL NAAS BARRED HIS WAY. THROUGH THE SOUL, EDEM GAVE HIM AND MOSES AND ALL PEOPLE, NAAS EXPUNGED BARUCH'S ORDERS AND ONLY NAAS'S COMMANDMENTS WERE HEARD, AND SO, SOUL WAS SET AGAINST SPIRIT AND SPIRIT SET AGAINST SOUL. THE SOUL IS EDEM WHILE THE SPIRIT IS ELOHIM, AND EACH IS IN BOTH MAN AND WOMAN. THEN BARUCH WAS SENT DOWN TO THE PROPHETS SO THAT THE SPIRIT LIVING IN PEOPLE MIGHT HEAR AND FLEE FROM EDEM AND HER [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT CREATION AS ONCE FATHER ELOHIM FLED. BUT NAAS, USING HIS OLD TACTICS, DRAGGED THE FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] SPIRIT DOWN INTO THE SOUL OF PEOPLE HE [NAAS] SEDUCED, WHO SCORNED BARUCH'S WORDS IN ELOHIM'S COMMANDMENTS. THEN BARUCH CHOSE A PROPHET FROM THE UNCIRCUMCISED, HERAKLES, AND SENT HIM TO SUBDUE THE TWELVE ANGELS OF EDEM, AND FREE THE FATHER [STEPHEN] FROM THE TWELVE EVIL ANGELS OF THE CREATION. THESE ARE THE TWELVE LABORS IN WHICH HERAKLES CONTENDED, FROM FIRST TO LAST, WITH THE LION, THE HYDRA, THE BOAR, AND THE REST. AND THEY ARE NAMES OF NATIONS GIVEN TO THEM FROM THE POWER OF THE MATERNAL ANGELS. JUST WHEN HE SEEMED VICTORIOUS, OMPHALE, WHO IS BABEL OR APHRODITE, ATTACKED HIM AND SEDUCED HIM AND TOOK AWAY HIS STRENGTH AND BARUCH'S COMMANDMENTS ORDERED BY ELOHIM, AND THEN SHE WRAPPED HIM IN HER OWN ROBE, THE POWER OF EDEM, THE POWER FROM BELOW. HERAKLES' PROPHECIES AND WORK WERE NOTHING. 
BARUCH FINDS JESUS
FINALLY, "IN THE DAYS OF KING HEROD," BARUCH WAS SENT ONCE MORE BY ELOHIM AND HE CAME TO NAZARETH AND FOUND JESUS, SON OF JOSEPH AND MARY, FEEDING SHEEP, A BOY OF TWELVE, AND HE TOLD HIM EVERYTHING THAT HAD HAPPENED FROM THE BEGINNING, FROM EDEM AND ELOHIM AND ALL THAT WILL BE. HE SAID, "ALL THE PROPHETS BEFORE YOU WERE SEDUCED, BUT JESUS, EARTHLY SON, TRY NOT TO BE SEDUCED, AND PREACH THE WORD TO PEOPLE AND TELL THEM ABOUT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE GOOD [YAHWEH], AND ASCEND TO THE GOOD [YAHWEH] AND SIT WITH ELOHIM, FATHER [STEPHEN] OF US ALL." 
JESUS' CRUCIFIXION AND ASCENT
AND JESUS OBEYED THE ANGEL. HE SAID, "LORD, I WILL DO ALL THINGS." HE AFFIRMED THIS. NAAS WANTED TO SEDUCE HIM TOO, BUT HE COULD NOT. JESUS KEPT FAITH WITH BARUCH. THEN NAAS WAS ENRAGED BECAUSE HE COULD NOT SEDUCE HIM, AND HE HAD HIM CRUCIFIED. JESUS LEFT HIS BODY TO EDEM BY THE TREE AND ASCENDED TO THE GOOD [YAHWEH]. HE SAID TO HER, "WOMAN, HERE IS YOUR SON." HE LEFT HIS SOUL AND EARTHLY BODY, BUT HIS SPIRIT HE PLACED IN THE HANDS OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THEN HE ASCENDED TO THE GOOD [YAHWEH]. 
ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETATIONS
THE GOOD IS PRIAPOS [MEANS ERECT PENIS] WHO CREATED BEFORE ANYTHING WAS. HE IS CALLED PRIAPOS BECAUSE HE MADE EVERYTHING. SO, IN TEMPLES EVERYWHERE HE IS HONORED BY ALL CREATION. ON THE ROADS HE WALKS CARRYING FRUIT, FRUITS OF CREATION, WHOSE CAUSE, HE WAS, SINCE HE CREATED BEFORE ANYTHING WAS. NOW, WHEN YOU HEAR THAT THE SWAN LAY ON LEDA AND PRODUCED A CHILD FROM HER, THE SWAN IS ELOHIM AND LEDA IS EDEM. WHEN THEY SAY THAT THE EAGLE CAME UPON GANYMEDE, THE EAGLE IS NAAS AND GANYMEDE IS ADAM. WHEN YOU HEAR ONE SAY THAT GOLD CAME UPON DANAE AND PRODUCED A CHILD FROM HER, THE GOLD IS ELOHIM [REVELATION 3:18] AND DANAE IS EDEM. IN THIS WAY THESE TALES [FABLES] ARE INTERPRETED COMPARING THEM TO SIMILAR MYTHS [BULLSHITS]. WHEN THE PROPHETS SAY, "HEAR, HEAVEN, AND LISTEN, EARTH, THE LORD HAS SPOKEN," THE SPIRIT OF ELOHIM IN PEOPLE IS HEAVEN, AND SOUL LIVING WITH THE SPIRIT IN PEOPLE IS EARTH. THE LORD IS BARUCH, AND ISRAEL EDEM, AND ELOHIM'S WIFE IS CALLED EDEM AND ISRAEL. "ISRAEL DID NOT KNOW ME." AND IF SHE HAD KNOWN THAT I AM WITH THE GOOD [YAHWEH], SHE WOULD NOT HAVE TORTURED THE SPIRIT THAT LIVES IN PEOPLE BECAUSE OF THE IGNORANCE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. WHEN THE PROPHET IS SAID TO TAKE A WOMAN FOR HIMSELF TO FORNICATE [LIKE HOSEA MARRYING GOMER THE WITCH] BECAUSE "THE EARTH HAS FORNICATED BEHIND THE LORD," EVEN AS EDEM BEHIND ELOHIM, IN THESE WORDS THE PROPHET CLEARLY TELLS THE WHOLE MYSTERY, BUT BECAUSE OF NAAS'S WICKEDNESS HE IS UNHEARD. 
SAINT HIPPOLYTUS
HIPPOLYTUS: REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES
THE REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES
BOOK I.
THE FOLLOWING ARE THE CONTENTS OF THE FIRST BOOK OF THE REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES. WE PROPOSE TO FURNISH AN ACCOUNT OF THE TENETS OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHERS, AND WHO THESE ARE, AS WELL AS THE TENETS OF MORAL PHILOSOPHERS, AND WHO THESE ARE; AND THIRDLY, THE TENETS OF LOGICIANS, AND WHO THESE LOGICIANS ARE. AMONG NATURAL PHILOSOPHERS MAY BE ENUMERATED THALES, PYTHAGORAS, EMPEDOCLES, HERACLITUS, ANAXIMANDER, ANAXIMENES, ANAXAGORAS, ARCHELAUS, PARMENIDES, LEUCIPPUS, DEMOCRITUS, XENOPHANES, ECPHANTUS, HIPPO. AMONG MORAL PHILOSOPHERS ARE SOCRATES, PUPIL OF ARCHELAUS THE PHYSICIST, (AND) PLATO THE PUPIL OF SOCRATES. THIS (SPECULATOR) COMBINED THREE SYSTEMS OF PHILOSOPHY. AMONG LOGICIANS IS ARISTOTLE, PUPIL OF PLATO. HE SYSTEMATIZED THE ART OF DIALECTICS. AMONG THE STOIC (LOGICIANS) WERE CHRYSIPPUS (AND) ZENO. EPICURUS, HOWEVER, ADVANCED AN OPINION ALMOST CONTRARY TO ALL PHILOSOPHERS. PYRRHO WAS AN ACADEMIC; THIS (SPECULATOR) TAUGHT THE IN-COMPREHENSIBILITY OF EVERYTHING. THE BRAHMINS AMONG THE INDIANS, AND THE DRUIDS AMONG THE CELTS, AND HESIOD (DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO PHILOSOPHIC PURSUITS). 
THE PROOEMIUM.--MOTIVES FOR UNDERTAKING THE REFUTATION; EXPOSURE OF THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES; PLAN OF THE WORK; COMPLETENESS OF THE REFUTATION; VALUE OF THE TREATISE TO FUTURE AGES. 
WE MUST NOT OVERLOOK ANY FIGMENT DEVISED BY THOSE DENOMINATED PHILOSOPHERS AMONG THE GREEKS. FOR EVEN THEIR INCOHERENT TENETS MUST BE RECEIVED AS WORTHY OF CREDIT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE EXCESSIVE MADNESS OF THE HERETICS; WHO, FROM THE OBSERVANCE OF SILENCE, AND FROM CONCEALING THEIR OWN INEFFABLE MYSTERIES, HAVE BY MANY BEEN SUPPOSED WORSHIPPERS OF GOD. WE HAVE LIKEWISE, ON A FORMER OCCASION, EXPOUNDED THE DOCTRINES OF THESE BRIEFLY, NOT ILLUSTRATING THEM WITH ANY DEGREE OF MINUTENESS, BUT REFUTING THORN IN COARSE DIGEST; NOT HAVING CONSIDERED IT REQUISITE TO BRING TO LIGHT THEIR SECRET DOCTRINES, IN ORDER THAT, WHEN WE HAVE EXPLAINED THEIR TENETS BY ENIGMAS, THEY, BECOMING ASHAMED, LEST ALSO, BY OUR DIVULGING THEIR MYSTERIES, WE SHOULD CONVICT THEM OF ATHEISM, MIGHT BE INDUCED TO DESIST IN SOME DEGREE FROM THEIR UN REASONABLE OPINION AND THEIR PROFANE ATTEMPT. BUT SINCE I PERCEIVE THAT THEY HAVE NOT BEEN ABASHED BY OUR FORBEARANCE, AND HAVE MADE NO ACCOUNT OF HOW GOD IS LONG-SUFFERING, THOUGH BLASPHEMED BY THEM, IN ORDER THAT EITHER FROM SHAME THEY MAY REPENT, OR SHOULD THEY PERSEVERE, BE JUSTLY CONDEMNED, I AM FORCED TO PROCEED IN MY INTENTION OF EXPOSING THOSE SECRET MYSTERIES OF THEIRS, WHICH, TO THE INITIATED, WITH A VAST AMOUNT OF PLAUSIBILITY THEY DELIVER WHO ARE NOT ACCUSTOMED FIRST TO DISCLOSE (TO ANY ONE), TILL, BY KEEPING SUCH IN SUSPENSE DURING A PERIOD (OF NECESSARY PREPARATION), AND BY RENDERING HIM BLASPHEMOUS TOWARDS THE TRUE GOD THEY HAVE ACQUIRED COMPLETE ASCENDANCY OVER HIM, AND PERCEIVE HIM EAGERLY PANTING AFTER THE PROMISED DISCLOSURE. AND THEN, WHEN THEY HAVE TESTED HIM TO BE ENSLAVED BY SIN, THEY INITIATE HIM, PUTTING HIM IN POSSESSION OF THE PERFECTION OF WICKED THINGS. PREVIOUSLY, HOWEVER, THEY BIND HIM WITH AN OATH NEITHER TO DIVULGE (THE MYSTERIES), NOR TO HOLD COMMUNICATION WITH ANY PERSON WHATSOEVER, UNLESS HE FIRST, UNDERGO SIMILAR SUBJECTION, THOUGH, WHEN THE DOCTRINE HAS BEEN SIMPLY DELIVERED (TO ANY ONE), THERE WAS NO LONGER ANY NEED OF AN OATH. FOR HE WHO WAS CONTENT TO SUBMIT TO THE NECESSARY PURGATION, AND SO RECEIVE THE PERFECT MYSTERIES OF THESE MEN, BY THE VERY ACT ITSELF, AS WELL AS IN REFERENCE TO HIS OWN CONSCIENCE, WILL FEEL HIMSELF SUFFICIENTLY UNDER AN OBLIGATION NOT TO DIVULGE TO OTHERS; FOR IF HE ONCE DISCLOSE WICKEDNESS OF THIS DESCRIPTION TO ANY MAN, HE WOULD NEITHER BE RECKONED AMONG MEN, NOR BE DEEMED WORTHY TO BEHOLD THE LIGHT, SINCE NOT EVEN IRRATIONAL ANIMALS WOULD ATTEMPT SUCH AN ENORMITY, AS WE SHALL EXPLAIN WHEN WE COME TO TREAT OF SUCH TOPICS. SINCE, HOWEVER, REASON COMPELS US TO PLUNGE INTO THE VERY DEPTH OF NARRATIVE, WE CONCEIVE WE SHOULD NOT BE SILENT, BUT, EXPOUNDING THE TENETS OF THE SEVERAL SCHOOLS WITH MINUTENESS, WE SHALL EVINCE RESERVE IN NOTHING. NOW IT SEEMS EXPEDIENT, EVEN AT THE EXPENSE OF A MORE PROTRACTED INVESTIGATION, NOT TO SHRINK FROM LABOUR; FOR WE SHALL LEAVE BEHIND US NO TRIFLING AUXILIARY TO HUMAN LIFE AGAINST THE RECURRENCE OF ERROR, WHEN ALL ARE MADE TO BEHOLD, IN AN OBVIOUS LIGHT, THE CLANDESTINE RITES OF THESE MEN, AND THE SECRET ORGIES WHICH, RETAINING UNDER THEIR MANAGEMENT, THEY DELIVER TO THE INITIATED ONLY. BUT NONE WILL REFUTE THESE, SAVE THE HOLY SPIRIT BEQUEATHED UNTO THE CHURCH, WHICH THE APOSTLES, HAVING IN THE FIRST INSTANCE RECEIVED, HAVE TRANSMITTED TO THOSE WHO HAVE RIGHTLY BELIEVED. BUT WE, AS BEING THEIR SUCCESSORS, AND AS PARTICIPATORS IN THIS GRACE, HIGH-PRIESTHOOD, AND OFFICE OF TEACHING, AS WELL AS BEING REPUTED GUARDIANS OF THE CHURCH, MUST NOT BE FOUND DEFICIENT IN VIGILANCE, OR DISPOSED TO SUPPRESS CORRECT DOCTRINE. NOT EVEN, HOWEVER, LABOURING WITH EVERY ENERGY OF BODY AND SOUL, DO WE TIRE IN OUR ATTEMPT ADEQUATELY TO RENDER OUR DIVINE BENEFACTOR A FITTING RETURN; AND YET WITHAL WE DO NOT SO REQUITE HIM IN A BECOMING MANNER, EXCEPT WE ARE NOT REMISS IN DISCHARGING THE TRUST COMMITTED TO US, BUT CAREFUL TO COMPLETE THE MEASURE OF OUR PARTICULAR OPPORTUNITY, AND TO IMPART TO ALL WITHOUT GRUDGING WHATEVER THE HOLY GHOST SUPPLIES, NOT ONLY BRINGING TO LIGHT, BY MEANS OF OUR REFUTATION, MATTERS FOREIGN (TO OUR SUBJECT), BUT ALSO WHATSOEVER THINGS THE TRUTH HAS RECEIVED BY THE GRACE OF THE FATHER, AND MINISTERED TO MEN. THESE ALSO, ILLUSTRATING BY ARGUMENT AND CREATING TESTIMONY BY LETTERS, WE SHALL UNABASHED PROCLAIM. IN ORDER, THEN, AS WE HAVE ALREADY STATED, THAT WE MAY PROVE THEM ATHEISTS, BOTH IN OPINION AND THEIR MODE (OF TREATING A QUESTION) AND IN FACT, AND (IN ORDER TO SHOW) WHENCE IT IS THAT THEIR ATTEMPTED THEORIES HAVE ACCRUED UNTO THEM, AND THAT THEY HAVE ENDEAVOURED TO ESTABLISH THEIR TENETS, TAKING NOTHING FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES--NOR IS IT FROM PRESERVING THE SUCCESSION OF ANY SAINT THAT THEY HAVE HURRIED HEADLONG INTO THESE OPINION;--BUT THAT THEIR DOCTRINES HAVE DERIVED THEIR ORIGIN FROM THE WISDOM OF THE GREEKS, FROM THE CONCLUSIONS OF THOSE WHO HAVE FORMED SYSTEMS OF PHILOSOPHY, AND FROM WOULD-BE MYSTERIES, AND THE VAGARIES OF ASTROLOGERS,--IT SEEMS, THEN, ADVISABLE, IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, BY EXPLAINING THE OPINIONS ADVANCED BY THE PHILOSOPHERS OF THE GREEKS, TO SATISFY OUR READERS THAT SUCH ARE OF GREATER ANTIQUITY THAN THESE (HERESIES), AND MORE DESERVING OF REVERENCE IN REFERENCE TO THEIR VIEWS RESPECTING THE DIVINITY; IN THE NEXT PLACE, TO COMPARE EACH HERESY WITH THE SYSTEM OF EACH SPECULATOR, SO AS TO SHOW THAT THE EARLIEST CHAMPION OF THE HERESY AVAILING HIMSELF OF THESE ATTEMPTED THEORIES, HAS TURNED THEM TO ADVANTAGE BY APPROPRIATING THEIR PRINCIPLES, AND, IMPELLED FROM THESE INTO WORSE, HAS CONSTRUCTED HIS OWN DOCTRINE. THE UNDERTAKING ADMITTEDLY IS FULL OF LABOUR, AND (IS ONE) REQUIRING EXTENDED RESEARCH. WE SHALL NOT, HOWEVER, BE WANTING IN EXERTION; FOR AFTERWARDS IT WILL BE A SOURCE OF JOY, JUST LIKE AN ATHLETE OBTAINING WITH MUCH TOIL THE CROWN, OR A MERCHANT AFTER A HUGE SWELL OF SEA COMPASSING GAIN, OR A HUSBANDMAN AFTER SWEAT OF BROW ENJOYING THE FRUITS, OR A PROPHET AFTER REPROACHES AND INSULTS SEEING HIS PREDICTIONS TURNING OUT TRUE. IN THE COMMENCEMENT, THEREFORE, WE SHALL DECLARE WHO FIRST, AMONG THE GREEKS, POINTED OUT (THE PRINCIPLES OF) NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. FOR FROM THESE ESPECIALLY HAVE THEY FURTIVELY TAKEN THEIR VIEWS WHO HAVE FIRST PRO-POUNDED THESE HERESIES, AS WE SHALL SUBSEQUENTLY PROVE WHEN WE COME TO COMPARE THEM ONE WITH ANOTHER. ASSIGNING TO EACH OF THOSE WHO TAKE THE LEAD AMONG PHILOSOPHERS THEIR OWN PECULIAR TENETS, WE SHALL PUBLICLY EXHIBIT THESE HERESIARCHS AS NAKED AND UNSEEMLY. 
CHAP. I.--THALES; HIS PHYSICS AND THEOLOGY; FOUNDER OF GREEK ASTRONOMY. 
IT IS SAID THAT THALES OF MILETUS, ONE OF THE SEVEN, WISE MEN, FIRST ATTEMPTED TO FRAME A SYSTEM OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. THIS PERSON SAID THAT SOME SUCH THING AS WATER IS THE GENERATIVE PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSE, AND ITS END;--FOR THAT OUT OF THIS, SOLIDIFIED AND AGAIN DISSOLVED, ALL THINGS CONSIST, AND THAT ALL THINGS ARE SUPPORTED ON IT; FROM WHICH ALSO ARISE BOTH EARTHQUAKES AND CHANGES OF THE WINDS AND ATMOSPHERIC MOVEMENTS, AND THAT ALL THINGS ARE BOTH PRODUCED AND ARE IN A STATE OF FLUX CORRESPONDING WITH THE NATURE OF THE PRIMARY AUTHOR OF GENERATION;--AND THAT THE DEITY S IS THAT WHICH HAS NEITHER BEGINNING NOR END. THIS PERSON, HAVING BEEN OCCUPIED WITH A HYPOTHESIS AND INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE STARS, BECAME THE EARLIEST AUTHOR TO THE GREEKS OF THIS KIND OF LEARNING. AND HE, LOOKING TOWARDS HEAVEN, ALLEGING THAT HE WAS CAREFULLY EXAMINING SUPERNAL OBJECTS, FELL INTO A WELL; AND A CERTAIN MAID, BY NAME THRATTA, REMARKED OF HIM DERISIVELY, THAT WHILE INTENT ON BEHOLDING THINGS IN HEAVEN, HE DID NOT KNOW, WHAT WAS AT HIS FEET. AND HE LIVED ABOUT THE TIME OF CROESUS. 
CHAP. II.--PYTHAGORAS; HIS COSMOGONY; RULES OF HIS SECT; DISCOVERER OF PHYSIOGNOMY; HIS PHILOSOPHY OF NUMBERS; HIS SYSTEM OF THE TRANSMIGRATION OF SOULS; ZARATAS ON DEMONS; WHY PYTHAGORAS FORBADE THE EATING OF BEANS; THE MODE OF LIVING ADOPTED BY HIS DISCIPLES. 
BUT THERE WAS ALSO, NOT FAR FROM THESE TIMES, ANOTHER PHILOSOPHY WHICH PYTHAGORAS ORIGINATED (WHO SOME SAY WAS A NATIVE OF SAMOS), WHICH THEY HAVE DENOMINATED ITALIAN, BECAUSE THAT PYTHAGORAS, FLYING FROM POLYCRATES THE KING OF SAMOS, TOOK UP HIS RESIDENCE IN A CITY OF ITALY, AND THERE PASSED THE ENTIRE OF HIS REMAINING YEARS. AND THEY WHO RECEIVED IN SUCCESSION HIS DOCTRINE, DID NOT MUCH DIFFER FROM THE SAME OPINION. AND THIS PERSON, INSTITUTING AN INVESTIGATION CONCERNING NATURAL PHENOMENA, COMBINED TOGETHER ASTRONOMY, AND GEOMETRY, AND MUSIC. AND SO HE PROCLAIMED THAT THE DEITY IS A MONAD; AND CAREFULLY ACQUAINTING HIMSELF WITH THE NATURE OF NUMBER, HE AFFIRMED THAT THE WORLD SINGS, AND THAT ITS SYSTEM CORRESPONDS WITH HARMONY, AND HE FIRST RESOLVED THE MOTION OF THE SEVEN STARS INTO RHYTHM AND MELODY. AND BEING ASTONISHED AT THE MANAGEMENT OF THE ENTIRE FABRIC, HE REQUIRED THAT AT FIRST HIS DISCIPLES SHOULD KEEP SILENCE, AS IF PERSONS COMING INTO THE WORLD INITIATED IN (THE SECRETS OF) THE UNIVERSE; NEXT, WHEN IT SEEMED THAT THEY WERE SUFFICIENTLY CONVERSANT WITH HIS MODE OF TEACHING HIS DOCTRINE, AND COULD FORCIBLY PHILOSOPHIZE CONCERNING THE STARS AND NATURE, THEN, CONSIDERING THEM PURE, HE ENJOINS THEM TO SPEAK. THIS MAN DISTRIBUTED HIS PUPILS IN TWO ORDERS, AND CALLED THE ONE ESOTERIC, BUT THE OTHER EXOTERIC. AND TO THE FORMER HE CONFIDED MORE ADVANCED DOCTRINES, AND TO THE LATTER A MORE MODERATE AMOUNT OF INSTRUCTION. AND HE ALSO TOUCHED ON MAGIC--AS THEY SAY--AND HIMSELF DISCOVERED AN ART OF PHYSIOGONY, LAYING DOWN AS A BASIS CERTAIN NUMBERS AND MEASURES, SAYING THAT THEY COMPRISED THE PRINCIPLE OF ARITHMETICAL PHILOSOPHY BY COMPOSITION AFTER THIS MANNER. THE FIRST NUMBER BECAME AN ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE, WHICH IS ONE, INDEFINABLE, INCOMPREHENSIBLE, HAVING IN ITSELF ALL NUMBERS THAT, ACCORDING TO PLURALITY, CAN GO ON AD INFINITUM. BUT THE PRIMARY MONAD BECAME A PRINCIPLE OF NUMBERS, ACCORDING TO SUB STANCE."--WHICH IS A MALE MONAD, BEGETTING [AFTER THE MANNER OF A PARENT ALL THE REST OF THE NUMBERS. SECONDLY, THE DUAD IS A FEMALE NUMBER, AND THE SAME ALSO IS BY ARITHMETICIANS TERMED EVEN. THIRDLY, THE TRIAD IS A MALE NUMBER. THIS ALSO HAS BEEN CLASSIFIED BY ARITHMETI CIANS UNDER THE DENOMINATION UNEVEN. AND IN ADDITION TO ALL THESE IS THE TETRAD, A FEMALE NUMBER; AND THE SAME ALSO IS CALLED EVEN, BECAUSE IT IS FEMALE. THEREFORE, ALL THE NUMBERS THAT HAVE BEEN DERIVED FROM THE GENUS ARE FOUR; BUT NUMBER IS THE INDEFINITE GENUS, FROM WHICH WAS CONSTITUTED, ACCORDING TO THEM, THE PERFECT NUMBER, VIZ., THE DECADE. FOR ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR, BECOME TEN, IF ITS PROPER DENOMINATION BE PRESERVED ESSENTIALLY FOR EACH OF THE NUMBERS. PYTHAGORAS AFFIRMED THIS TO BE A SACRED QUATERNION, SOURCE OF EVERLASTING NATURE, HAVING, AS IT WERE, ROOTS IN ITSELF; AND THAT FROM THIS NUMBER ALL THE NUMBERS RECEIVE THEIR ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE. FOR ELEVEN, AND TWELVE, AND THE REST, PARTAKE OF THE ORIGIN OF EXISTENCE FROM TEN. OF THIS DECADE, THE PERFECT NUMBER, THERE ARE TERMED FOUR DIVISIONS, NAMELY, NUMBER, MONAD, SQUARE, (AND) CUBE. AND THE CONNECTIONS AND BLENDING’S OF THESE ARE PERFORMED, ACCORDING TO NATURE, FOR THE GENERATION OF GROWTH COMPLETING THE PRODUCTIVE NUMBER. FOR WHEN THE SQUARE ITSELF IS MULTIPLIED INTO ITSELF, A BIQUADRATIC IS THE RESULT. BUT WHEN THE SQUARE IS MULTIPLIED INTO THE CUBE, THE RESULT IS THE PRODUCT OF A SQUARE AND CUBE; AND WHEN THE CUBE IS MULTIPLIED INTO THE CUBE, THE PRODUCT OF TWO CUBES IS THE RESULT. SO THAT ALL THE NUMBERS FROM WHICH THE PRODUCTION OF EXISTING (NUMBERS) ARISES, ARE SEVEN, NAMELY, NUMBER, MONAD, SQUARE, CUBE, BIQUADRATIC, QUADRATIC-CUBE, CUBO-CUBE. THIS PHILOSOPHER LIKEWISE SAID THAT THE SOUL IS IMMORTAL, AND THAT IT SUBSISTS IN SUCCESSIVE BODIES. WHEREFORE HE ASSERTED THAT BEFORE THE TROJAN ERA HE WAS AETHALIDES, AND DURING THE TROJAN EPOCH EUPHORBUS, AND SUBSEQUENT TO THIS HERMOTIMUS OF SAMOS, AND AFTER HIM PYRRHUS OF DELOS; FIFTH, PYTHAGORAS. AND DIODORUS THE ERETRIAN, AND ARISTOXENUS THE MUSICIAN, ASSERT THAT PYTHAGORAS CAME TO ZARATAS THE CHALDEAN, AND THAT HE EXPLAINED TO HIM THAT THERE ARE TWO ORIGINAL CAUSES OF THINGS, FATHER AND MOTHER, AND THAT FATHER IS LIGHT, BUT MOTHER DARKNESS; AND THAT OF THE LIGHT THE PARTS ARE HOT, DRY, NOT HEAVY, LIGHT, SWIFT; BUT OF DARKNESS, COLD, MOIST, WEIGHTY, SLOW; AND THAT OUT OF ALL THESE, FROM FEMALE AND MALE, THE WORLD CONSISTS. BUT THE WORLD, HE SAYS, IS A MUSICAL HARMONY; WHEREFORE, ALSO, THAT THE SUN PERFORMS A CIRCUIT IN ACCORDANCE WITH HARMONY. AND AS REGARDS THE THINGS THAT ARE PRODUCED FROM EARTH AND THE COSMICAL SYSTEM, THEY MAINTAIN THAT ZARATAS MAKES THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS: THAT THERE ARE TWO DEMONS, THE ONE CELESTIAL AND THE OTHER TERRESTRIAL; AND THAT THE TERRESTRIAL SENDS UP A PRODUCTION FROM EARTH, AND THAT THIS IS WATER; AND THAT THE CELESTIAL IS A FIRE, PARTAKING OF THE NATURE OF AIR, HOT AND COLD. AND HE THEREFORE AFFIRMS THAT NONE OF THESE DESTROYS OR SULLIES THE SOUL, FOR THESE CONSTITUTE THE SUBSTANCE OF ALL THINGS. AND HE IS REPORTED TO HAVE ORDERED HIS FOLLOWERS NOT TO EAT BEANS, BECAUSE THAT ZARATAS SAID THAT, AT THE ORIGIN AND CONCRETION OF ALL THINGS, WHEN THE EARTH WAS STILL UNDERGOING ITS PROCESS OF SOLIDIFICATION, AND THAT OF PUTREFACTION HAD SET IN, THE BEAN WAS PRODUCED. AND OF THIS HE MENTIONS THE FOLLOWING INDICATION, THAT IF ANY ONE, AFTER HAVING CHEWED A BEAN WITHOUT THE HUSK, PLACES IT OPPOSITE THE SUN FOR A CERTAIN PERIOD, FOR THIS IMMEDIATELY WILL AID IN THE RESULT,--IT YIELDS THE SMELL OF HUMAN SEED. AND HE MENTIONS ALSO ANOTHER CLEARER INSTANCE TO BE THIS: IF, WHEN THE BEAN IS BLOSSOMING, WE TAKE THE BEAN AND ITS FLOWER, AND DEPOSIT THEM IN A JAR, SMEAR THIS OVER, AND BURY IT IN THE GROUND, AND AFTER A FEW DAYS UNCOVER IT, WE SHALL SEE IT WEARING THE APPEARANCE, FIRST OF A WOMAN'S PUDENDUM, AND AFTER THIS, WHEN CLOSELY EXAMINED, OF THE HEAD OF A CHILD GROWING IN ALONG WITH IT. THIS PERSON, BEING BURNED ALONG WITH HIS DISCIPLES IN CROTON, A TOWN OF ITALY, PERISHED. ANTI THIS WAS A HABIT WITH HIM, WHENEVER ONE REPAIRED TO HIM WITH A VIEW OF BECOMING HIS FOLLOWER, (THE CANDIDATE DISCIPLE WAS COMPELLED) TO SELL HIS POSSESSIONS, AND LODGE THE MONEY SEALED WITH PYTHAGORAS, AND HE CONTINUED IN SILENCE TO UN DERGO INSTRUCTION, SOMETIMES FOR THREE, BUT SOMETIMES FOR FIVE YEARS. AND AGAIN, ON BEING RELEASED, HE WAS PERMITTED TO ASSOCIATE WITH THE REST, AND REMAINED AS A DISCIPLE, AND TOOK HIS MEALS ALONG WITH THEM; IF OTHERWISE, HOWEVER, HE RECEIVED BACK HIS PROPERTY, AND WAS REJECTED. THESE PERSONS, THEN, WERE STYLED ESOTERIC PYTHAGOREANS, WHEREAS THE REST, PYTHAGORISTAE. AMONG HIS FOLLOWERS, HOWEVER, WHO ESCAPED THE CONFLAGRATION WERE LYSIS AND ARCHIPPUS, AND THE SERVANT OF PYTHAGORAS, ZANIOLXIS, WHO ALSO IS SAID TO HAVE TAUGHT THE CELTIC DRUIDS TO CULTIVATE THE PHILOSOPHY OF PYTHAGORAS. AND THEY ASSERT THAT PYTHAGORAS LEARNED FROM THE EGYPTIANS HIS SYSTEM OF NUMBERS AND MEASURES; AND I BEING STRUCK BY THE PLAUSIBLE, FANCIFUL, AND NOT EASILY REVEALED WISDOM OF THE PRIESTS, HE HIMSELF LIKEWISE, IN IMITATION OF THEM, ENJOINED SILENCE, AND MADE HIS DISCIPLES LEAD A SOLITARY LIFE IN UNDERGROUND CHAPELS. 
CHAP. III.--EMPEDOCLES; HIS TWOFOLD CAUSE; TENET OF TRANSMIGRATION. 
BUT EMPEDOCLES, BORN AFTER THESE, ADVANCED LIKEWISE MANY STATEMENTS RESPECTING THE NATURE OF DEMONS, TO THE EFFECT THAT, BEING VERY NUMEROUS, THEY PASS THEIR TIME IN MANAGING EARTHLY CONCERNS. THIS PERSON AFFIRMED THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSE TO BE DISCORD AND FRIENDSHIP, AND THAT THE INTELLIGIBLE FIRE OF THE MONAD IS THE DEITY, AND THAT ALL THINGS CONSIST OF FIRE, AND WILL BE RESOLVED INTO FIRE; WITH WHICH OPINION THE STOICS LIKEWISE ALMOST AGREE, EXPECTING A CONFLAGRATION. BUT MOST OF ALL DOES HE CONCUR WITH THE TENET OF TRANSITION OF SOULS FROM BODY TO BODY, EXPRESSING HIMSELF THUS: "FOR SURELY BOTH YOUTH AND MAID I WAS, AND SHRUB, AND BIRD, AND FISH, FROM OCEAN STRAYED." THIS (PHILOSOPHER) MAINTAINED THE TRANSMUTATION OF ALL SOULS INTO ANY DESCRIPTION OF ANIMAL. FOR PYTHAGORAS, THE INSTRUCTOR OF THESE (SAGES), ASSERTED THAT HIMSELF HAD BEEN EUPHORBUS, WHO SEWED IN THE EXPEDITION AGAINST ILIUM, ALLEGING THAT HE RECOGNIZED HIS SHIELD. THE FOREGOING ARE THE TENETS OF EMPEDOCLES. 
CHAP. IV.--HERACLITUS; HIS UNIVERSAL DOGMATISM; HIS THEORY OF FLUX; OTHER SYSTEMS. 
BUT HERACLITUS, A NATURAL PHILOSOPHER OF EPHESUS, SURRENDERED HIMSELF TO UNIVERSAL GRIEF, CONDEMNING THE IGNORANCE OF THE ENTIRE OF LIFE, AND OF ALL MEN; NAY, COMMISERATING THE (VERY) EXISTENCE OF MORTALS, FOR HE ASSERTED THAT HE HIMSELF KNEW EVERYTHING, WHEREAS THE REST OF MANKIND NOTHING. BUT HE ALSO ADVANCED STATEMENTS ALMOST IN CONCERT WITH EMPEDOCLES, SAYING THAT THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF ALL THINGS IS DISCORD AND FRIENDSHIP, AND THAT THE DEITY IS A FIRE ENDUED WITH INTELLIGENCE, AND THAT ALL THINGS ARE BORNE ONE UPON ANOTHER, AND NEVER ARE AT A STANDSTILL; AND JUST AS EMPEDOCLES, HE AFFIRMED THAT THE ENTIRE LOCALITY ABOUT US IS FULL OF EVIL THINGS, AND THAT THESE EVIL THINGS REACH AS FAR AS THE MOON, BEING EXTENDED FROM THE QUARTER SITUATED AROUND THE EARTH, AND THAT THEY DO NOT ADVANCE FURTHER, INASMUCH AS THE ENTIRE SPACE ABOVE THE MOON IS MORE PURE. SO ALSO, IT SEEMED TO HERACLITUS. AFTER THESE AROSE ALSO OTHER NATURAL PHILOSOPHERS, WHOSE OPINIONS WE HAVE NOT DEEMED IT NECESSARY TO DECLARE, (INASMUCH AS) THEY PRESENT NO DIVERSITY TO THOSE ALREADY SPECIFIED. SINCE, HOWEVER, UPON THE WHOLE, A NOT INCONSIDERABLE SCHOOL HAS SPRUNG (FROM THENCE), AND MANY NATURAL PHILOSOPHERS SUBSEQUENTLY HAVE ARISEN FROM THEM, EACH ADVANCING DIFFERENT ACCOUNTS OF THE NATURE OF THE UNIVERSE, IT SEEMS ALSO TO US ADVISABLE, THAT, EXPLAINING THE PHILOSOPHY THAT HAS COME DOWN BY SUCCESSION FROM PYTHAGORAS, WE SHOULD RECUR TO THE OPINIONS ENTERTAINED BY THOSE LIVING AFTER THE TIME OF THALES, AND THAT, FURNISHING A NARRATIVE OF THESE, WE SHOULD APPROACH THE CONSIDERATION OF THE ETHICAL AND LOGICAL PHILOSOPHY WHICH SOCRATES AND ARISTOTLE ORIGINATED, THE FORMER ETHICAL, AND THE LATTER LOGICAL. 
CHAP. V.--ANAXIMANDER; HIS THEORY OF THE INFINITE; HIS ASTRONOMIC OPINIONS; HIS PHYSICS. 
ANAXIMANDER, THEN, WAS THE HEARER OF THALES. ANAXIMANDER WAS SON OF PRAXIADAS, AND A NATIVE OF MILETUS. THIS MAN SAID THAT THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF EXISTING THINGS IS A CERTAIN CONSTITUTION OF THE INFINITE, OUT OF WHICH THE HEAVENS ARE GENERATED, AND THE WORLDS THEREIN; AND THAT THIS PRINCIPLE IS ETERNAL AND UNDECAYING, AND COMPRISING ALL THE WORLDS. AND HE SPEAKS OF TIME AS SOMETHING OF LIMITED GENERATION, AND SUBSISTENCE, AND DESTRUCTION. THIS PERSON DECLARED THE INFINITE TO BE AN ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE AND ELEMENT OF EXISTING THINGS, BEING THE FIRST TO EMPLOY SUCH A DENOMINATION OF THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE. BUT, MOREOVER, HE ASSERTED THAT THERE IS AN ETERNAL MOTION, BY THE AGENCY OF WHICH IT HAPPENS THAT THE HEAVENS ARE GENERATED; BUT THAT THE EARTH IS POISED ALOFT, UPHELD BY NOTHING, CONTINUING ON ACCOUNT OF ITS EQUAL DISTANCE FROM ALL (THE HEAVENLY BODIES); AND THAT THE FIGURE OF IT IS CURVED, CIRCULAR, SIMILAR TO A COLUMN OF STONE. AND ONE OF THE SURFACES WE TREAD UPON, BUT THE OTHER IS OPPOSITE. AND THAT THE STARS ARE A CIRCLE OF FIRE, SEPARATED FROM THE FIRE WHICH IS IN THE VICINITY OF THE WORLD, AND ENCOMPASSED BY AIR. AND THAT CERTAIN ATMOSPHERIC EXHALATIONS ARISE IN PLACES WHERE THE STARS SHINE; WHEREFORE, ALSO, WHEN THESE EXHALATIONS ARE OBSTRUCTED, THAT ECLIPSES TAKE PLACE. AND THAT THE MOON SOMETIMES APPEARS FRILL AND SOMETIMES WANING, ACCORDING TO THE OBSTRUCTION OR OPENING OF ITS (ORBITAL) PATHS. BUT THAT THE CIRCLE OF THE SUN IS TWENTY-SEVEN TIMES LARGER THAN THE MOON, AND THAT THE SUN IS SITUATED IN THE HIGHEST (QUARTER OF THE FIRMAMENT); WHEREAS THE ORBS OF THE FIXED STARS IN THE LOWEST. AND THAT ANIMALS ARE PRODUCED (IN MOISTURES) BY EVAPORATION FROM THE SUN. AND THAT MAN WAS, ORIGINALLY, SIMILAR TO A DIFFERENT ANIMAL, THAT IS, A FISH. AND THAT WINDS ARE CAUSED BY THE SEPARATION OF VERY RARIFIED EXHALATIONS OF THE ATMOSPHERE, AND BY THEIR MOTION AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN CONDENSED. AND THAT RAIN ARISES FROM EARTH'S GIVING BACK (THE VAPOURS WHICH IT RECEIVES) FROM THE (CLOUDS UNDER THE SUN. AND THAT THERE ARE FLASHES OF LIGHTNING WHEN THE WIND COMING DOWN SEVERS THE CLOUDS. THIS PERSON WAS BORN IN THE THIRD YEAR OF THE XLII. OLYMPIAD. 
CHAP. VI.--ANAXIMENES; HIS SYSTEM OF "AN INFINITE AIR;" HIS VIEWS OF ASTRONOMY AND NATURAL PHENOMENA. 
BUT ANAXIMENES, WHO HIMSELF WAS ALSO A NATIVE OF MILETUS, AND SON OF EURYSTRATUS, AFFIRMED THAT THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE IS INFINITE AIR, OUT OF WHICH ARE GENERATED THINGS EXISTING, THOSE WHICH HAVE EXISTED, AND THOSE THAT WILL BE, AS WELL AS GODS AND DIVINE (ENTITIES), AND THAT THE REST ARISE FROM THE OFFSPRING OF THIS. BUT THAT THERE IS SUCH A SPECIES OF AIR, WHEN IT IS MOST EVEN, WHICH IS IMPERCEPTIBLE TO VISION, BUT CAPABLE OF BEING MANIFESTED BY COLD AND HEAT, AND MOISTURE AND MOTION, AND THAT IT IS CONTINUALLY IN MOTION; FOR THAT WHATSOEVER THINGS UNDERGO ALTERATION, DO NOT CHANGE IF THERE IS NOT MOTION. FOR THAT IT PRESENTS A DIFFERENT APPEARANCE ACCORDING AS IT IS CONDENSED AND ATTENUATED, FOR WHEN IT IS DISSOLVED INTO WHAT IS MORE ATTENUATED THAT FIRE IS PRODUCED, AND THAT WHEN IT IS MODERATELY CONDENSED AGAIN INTO AIR THAT A CLOUD IS FORMED FROM THE AIR BY VIRTUE OF THE CONTRACTION; BUT WHEN CONDENSED STILL MORE, WATER, (AND) THAT WHEN THE CONDENSATION IS CARRIED STILL FURTHER, EARTH IS FORMED; AND WHEN CONDENSED TO THE VERY HIGHEST DEGREE, STONES. WHEREFORE, THAT THE DOMINANT PRINCIPLES OF GENERATION ARE CONTRARIES, NAMELY, HEAT AND COLD. AND THAT THE EXPANDED EARTH IS WAFTED ALONG UPON THE AIR, AND IN LIKE MANNER BOTH SUN AND MOON AND THE REST OF THE STARS; FOR ALL THINGS BEING OF THE NATURE OF FIRE, ARE WAFTED ABOUT THROUGH THE EXPANSE OF SPACE, UPON THE AIR. AND THAT THE STARS ARE PRODUCED FROM EARTH BY REASON OF THE MIST WHICH ARISES FROM THIS EARTH; AND WHEN THIS IS ATTENUATED, THAT FIRE IS PRODUCED, AND THAT THE STARS CONSIST OF THE FIRE WHICH IS BEING BORNE ALOFT. BUT ALSO, THAT THERE ARE TERRESTRIAL NATURES IN THE REGION OF THE STARS CARRIED ON ALONG WITH THEM. AND HE SAYS THAT THE STARS DO NOT MOVE UNDER THE EARTH, AS SOME HAVE SUPPOSED, BUT AROUND THE EARTH, JUST AS A CAP IS TURNED AROUND OUR HEAD; AND THAT THE SUN IS HID, NOT BY BEING UNDER THE EARTH, BUT BECAUSE COVERED BY THE HIGHER PORTIONS OF THE EARTH, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THE GREATER DISTANCE THAT HE IS FROM US. BUT THAT THE STARS DO NOT EMIT HEAT ON ACCOUNT OF THE LENGTH OF DISTANCE; AND THAT THE WINDS ARE PRODUCED WHEN THE CONDENSED AIR, BECOMING RARIFIED, IS BORNE ON; AND THAT WHEN COLLECTED AND THICKENED STILL FURTHER, CLOUDS ARE GENERATED, AND THUS A CHANGE MADE INTO WATER. AND THAT HAIL IS PRODUCED WHEN THE WATER BORNE DOWN FROM THE CLOUDS BECOMES CONGEALED; AND THAT SNOW IS GENERATED WHEN THESE VERY CLOUDS, BEING MORE-MOIST, ACQUIRE CONGELATION; AND THAT LIGHTNING IS CAUSED WHEN THE CLOUDS ARE PARTED BY FORCE OF THE WINDS; FOR WHEN THESE ARE SUNDERED THERE IS PRODUCED A BRILLIANT AND FIERY FLASH. AND THAT A RAINBOW IS PRODUCED BY REASON OF THE RAYS OF THE SUN FAILING ON THE COLLECTED AIR. AND THAT AN EARTHQUAKE TAKES PLACE WHEN THE EARTH IS ALTERED INTO A LARGER (BULK) BY HEAT AND COLD. THESE INDEED, THEN, WERE THE OPINIONS OF ANAXIMENES. THIS (PHILOSOPHER) FLOURISHED ABOUT THE FIRST YEAR OF THE LVIII. OLYMPIAD. 
CHAP. VII.--ANAXAGORAS; HIS THEORY OF MIND; RECOGNISES AN EFFICIENT CAUSE; HIS COSMOGONY AND ASTRONOMY. 
AFTER THIS (THINKER) COMES ANAXAGORAS, SON OF HEGESIBULUS, A NATIVE OF CLAZOMENAE. THIS PERSON AFFIRMED THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSE TO BE MIND AND MATTER; MIND BEING THE EFFICIENT CAUSE, WHEREAS MATTER THAT WHICH WAS BEING FORMED. FOR ALL THINGS COMING INTO EXISTENCE SIMULTANEOUSLY, MIND SUPERVENING INTRODUCED ORDER. AND MATERIAL PRINCIPLES, HE SAYS, ARE INFINITE; EVEN THE SMALLER OF THESE ARE INFINITE. AND THAT ALL THINGS PARTAKE OF MOTION BY BEING MOVED BY MIND, AND THAT SIMILAR BODIES COALESCE. AND THAT CELESTIAL BODIES WERE ARRANGED BY ORBICULAR MOTION. THAT, THEREFORE, WHAT WAS THICK AND MOIST, AND DARK AND COLD, AND ALL THINGS HEAVY, CAME TOGETHER INTO THE CENTER, FROM THE SOLIDIFICATION OF WHICH EARTH DERIVED SUPPORT; BUT THAT THE THINGS OPPOSITE TO THESE--NAMELY, HEAT AND BRILLIANCY, AND DRYNESS AND LIGHTNESS--HURRIED IMPETUOUSLY INTO THE FARTHER PORTION OF THE ATMOSPHERE. AND THAT THE EARTH IS IN FIGURE PLANE; AND THAT IT CONTINUES SUSPENDED ALOFT, BY REASON OF ITS MAGNITUDE, AND BY REASON OF THERE BEING NO VACUUM, AND BY REASON OF THE AIR, WHICH WAS MOST POWERFUL, BEARING ALONG THE WAFTED EARTH. BUT THAT AMONG MOIST SUBSTANCES ON EARTH, WAS THE SEA, AND THE WATERS IN IT; AND WHEN THESE EVAPORATED (FROM THE SUN), OR HAD SETTLED UNDER, THAT THE OCEAN WAS FORMED IN THIS MANNER, AS WELL AS FROM THE RIVERS THAT FROM TIME TO TIME FLOW INTO IT. AND THAT THE RIVERS ALSO DERIVE SUPPORT FROM THE RAINS AND FROM THE ACTUAL WATERS IN THE EARTH; FOR THAT THIS IS HOLLOW, AND CONTAINS WATER IN ITS CAVERNS. AND THAT THE NILE IS INUNDATED IN SUMMER, BY REASON OF THE WATERS CARRIED DOWN INTO IT FROM THE SNOWS IN NORTHERN (LATITUDES). AND THAT THE SUN AND MOON AND ALL THE STARS ARE FIERY STONES, THAT WERE ROLLED ROUND BY THE ROTATION OF THE ATMOSPHERE. AND THAT BENEATH THE STARS ARE SUN AND MOON, AND CERTAIN INVISIBLE BODIES THAT ARE CARRIED ALONG WITH US; AND THAT WE HAVE NO PERCEPTION OF THE HEAT OF THE STARS, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR BEING SO FAR AWAY, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR DISTANCE FROM THE EARTH; AND FURTHER, THEY ARE NOT TO THE SAME DEGREE HOT AS THE SUN, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR OCCUPYING A COLDER SITUATION. AND THAT THE MOON, BEING LOWER THAN THE SUN, IS NEARER US. AND THAT THE SUN SURPASSES THE PELOPONNESUS IN SIZE. AND THAT THE MOON HAS NOT LIGHT OF ITS OWN, BUT FROM THE SUN. BUT THAT THE REVOLUTION OF THE STARS TAKES PLACE UNDER THE EARTH. AND THAT THE MOON IS ECLIPSED WHEN THE EARTH IS INTERPOSED, AND OCCASIONALLY ALSO THOSE (STARS) THAT ARE UNDERNEATH THE MOON. AND THAT THE SIRE (IS ECLIPSED) WHEN, AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MONTH, THE MOON IS INTERPOSED. AND THAT THE SOLSTICES ARE CAUSED BY BOTH SUN AND MOON BEING REPULSED BY THE AIR. AND THAT THE MOON IS OFTEN TURNED, BY ITS NOT BEING ABLE TO MAKE HEAD AGAINST THE COLD. THIS PERSON WAS THE FIRST TO FRAME DEFINITIONS REGARDING ECLIPSES AND ILLUMINATIONS. AND HE AFFIRMED THAT THE MOON IS EARTHY, AND HAS IN IT PLAINS AND RAVINES. AND THAT THE MILKY WAY IS A REFLECTION OF THE LIGHT OF THE STARS WHICH DO NOT DERIVE THEIR RADIANCE FROM THE SUN; AND THAT THE STARS, COURSING (THE FIRMAMENT) AS SHOOTING SPARKS, ARISE OUT OF THE MOTION OF THE POLE. AND THAT WINDS ARE CAUSED WHEN THE ATMOSPHERE IS RATIFIED BY THE SUN, AND BY THOSE BURNING ORBS THAT ADVANCE UNDER THE POLE, AND ARE BORNE FROM. AND THAT THUNDER AND LIGHTNING ARE CAUSED BY HEAT FALLING ON THE CLOUDS. AND THAT EARTHQUAKES ARE PRODUCED BY THE AIR ABOVE FALLING ON THAT UNDER THE EARTH; FOR WHEN THIS IS MOVED, THAT THE EARTH ALSO, BEING WAFTED BY IT, IS SHAKEN. AND THAT ANIMALS ORIGINALLY CAME INTO EXISTENCE IN MOISTURE, AND AFTER THIS ONE FROM ANOTHER; AND THAT MALES ARE PROCREATED WHEN THE SEED SECRETED FROM THE RIGHT PARTS ADHERED TO THE RIGHT PARTS OF THE WOMB, AND THAT FEMALES ARE BORN WHEN THE CONTRARY TOOK PLACE. THIS PHILOSOPHER FLOURISHED IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE LXXXVIII. OLYMPIAD, AT WHICH TIME THEY SAY THAT PLATO ALSO WAS BORN. THEY MAINTAIN THAT ANAXAGORAS WAS LIKEWISE PRESCIENT. 
CHAP. VIII.--ARCHELAUS; SYSTEM AKIN TO THAT OF ANAXAGORAS; HIS ORIGIN OF THE EARTH AND OF ANIMALS; OTHER SYSTEMS. 
ARCHELAUS WAS BY BIRTH AN ATHENIAN, AND SON OF APOLLODORUS. THIS PERSON, SIMILARLY WITH ANAXAGORAS, ASSERTED THE MIXTURE OF MATTER, AND ENUNCIATED HIS FIRST PRINCIPLES IN THE SAME MANNER. THIS PHILOSOPHER, HOWEVER, HELD THAT THERE IS INHERENT IMMEDIATELY IN MIND A CERTAIN MIXTURE; AND THAT THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF MOTION IS THE MUTUAL SEPARATION OF HEAT AND COLD, AND THAT THE HEAT IS MOVED, AND THAT THE COLD REMAINS AT REST. AND THAT THE WATER, BEING DISSOLVED, FLOWS TOWARDS THE CENTER, WHERE THE SCORCHED AIR AND EARTH ARE PRODUCED, OF WHICH THE ONE IS BORNE UPWARDS AND THE OTHER REMAINS BENEATH. AND THAT THE EARTH IS AT REST, AND THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT IT CAME INTO EXISTENCE; AND THAT IT LIES IN THE CENTER, BEING NO PART, SO TO SPEAK, OF THE UNIVERSE, DELIVERED FROM THE CONFLAGRATION; AND THAT FROM THIS, FIRST IN A STATE OF IGNITION, IS THE NATURE OF THE STARS, OF WHICH INDEED THE LARGEST IS THE SUN, AND NEXT TO THIS THE MOON; AND OF THE REST SOME LESS, BUT SOME GREATER. AND HE SAYS THAT THE HEAVEN WAS INCLINED AT AN ANGLE, AND SO THAT THE SUN DIFFUSED LIGHT OVER THE EARTH, AND MADE THE ATMOSPHERE TRANSPARENT, AND THE GROUND DRY; FOR THAT AT FIRST IT WAS A SEA, INASMUCH AS IT IS LOFTY AT THE HORIZON AND HOLLOW IN THE MIDDLE. AND HE ADDUCES, AS AN INDICATION OF THE HOLLOWNESS, THAT THE SUN DOES NOT RISE AND SET TO ALL AT THE SAME TIME, WHICH OUGHT TO HAPPEN IF THE EARTH WAS EVEN. AND WITH REGARD TO ANIMALS, HE AFFIRMS THAT THE EARTH, BEING ORIGINALLY FIRE IN ITS LOWER PART, WHERE THE HEAT AND COLD WERE INTERMINGLED, BOTH THE REST OF ANIMALS MADE THEIR APPEARANCE, NUMEROUS AND DISSIMILAR, ALL HAVING THE SAME FOOD, BEING NOURISHED FROM MUD; AND THEIR EXISTENCE WAS OF SHORT DURATION, BUT AFTERWARDS ALSO GENERATION FROM ONE ANOTHER AROSE UNTO THEM; AND MEN WERE SEPARATED FROM THE REST (OF THE ANIMAL CREATION), AND THEY APPOINTED RULERS, AND LAWS, AND ARTS, AND CITIES, AND THE REST. AND HE ASSERTS THAT MIND IS INNATE IN ALL ANIMALS ALIKE; FOR THAT EACH, ACCORDING TO THE DIFFERENCE OF THEIR PHYSICAL CONSTITUTION, EMPLOYED (MIND), AT ONE TIME SLOWER, AT ANOTHER FASTER. NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, THEN, CONTINUED FROM THALES UNTIL ARCHELAUS. SOCRATES WAS THE HEARER OF THIS (LATTER PHILOSOPHER). THERE ARE, HOWEVER, ALSO VERY MANY OTHERS, INTRODUCING VARIOUS OPINIONS RESPECTING BOTH THE DIVINITY AND THE NATURE OF THE UNIVERSE; AND IF WE WERE DISPOSED TO ADDUCE ALL THE OPINIONS OF THESE, IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO COMPOSE A VAST QUANTITY OF BOOKS. BUT, REMINDING THE READER OF THOSE WHOM WE ESPECIALLY OUGHT--WHO ARE DESERVING OF MENTION FROM THEIR FAME, AND FROM BEING, SO TO SPEAK, THE LEADERS TO THOSE WHO HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY FRAMED SYSTEMS OF PHILOSOPHY, AND FROM THEIR SUPPLYING THEM WITH A STARTING-POINT TOWARDS SUCH UNDERTAKINGS--LET US HASTEN ON OUR INVESTIGATIONS TOWARDS WHAT REMAINS FOR CONSIDERATION. 
CHAP. IX.--PARMENIDES; HIS THEORY OF "UNITY;" HIS ESCHATOLOGY. 
FOR PARMENIDES LIKEWISE SUPPOSES THE UNIVERSE TO BE ONE, BOTH ETERNAL AND UNBEGOTTEN, AND OF A SPHERICAL FORM. AND NEITHER DID HE ESCAPE THE OPINION OF THE GREAT BODY (OF SPECULATORS), AFFIRMING FIRE AND EARTH TO BE THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLES OF THE UNIVERSE--THE EARTH AS MATTER, BUT THE FIRE AS CAUSE, EVEN AN EFFICIENT ONE. HE ASSERTED THAT THE WORLD WOULD BE DESTROYED, BUT IN WHAT WAY HE DOES NOT MENTION. THE SAME (PHILOSOPHER), HOWEVER, AFFIRMED THE UNIVERSE TO BE ETERNAL, AND NOT GENERATED, AND OF SPHERICAL FORM AND HOMOGENEOUS, BUT NOT HAVING A FIGURE IN ITSELF, AND IMMOVEABLE AND LIMITED. 
CHAP. X.--LEUCIPPUS; HIS ATOMIC THEORY. 
BUT LEUCIPPUS, AN ASSOCIATE OF ZENO, DID NOT MAINTAIN THE SAME OPINION, BUT AFFIRMS THINGS TO BE INFINITE, AND ALWAYS IN MOTION, AND THAT GENERATION AND CHANGE EXIST CONTINUOUSLY. AND HE AFFIRMS PLENITUDE AND VACUUM TO BE ELEMENTS. AND HE ASSERTS THAT WORLDS ARE PRODUCED WHEN MANY BODIES ARE CONGREGATED AND FLOW TOGETHER FROM THE SURROUNDING SPACE TO A COMMON POINT, SO THAT BY MUTUAL CONTACT THEY MADE SUBSTANCES OF THE SAME FIGURE AND SIMILAR IN FORM COME INTO CONNECTION; AND WHEN THUS INTERTWINED, THERE ARE TRANSMUTATIONS INTO OTHER BODIES, AND THAT CREATED THINGS WAX AND WANE THROUGH NECESSITY. BUT WHAT THE NATURE OF NECESSITY IS, (PARMENIDES) DID NOT DEFINE. 
CHAP. XI.--DEMOCRITUS; HIS DUALITY OF PRINCIPLES; HIS COSMOGONY. 
AND DEMOCRITUS WAS AN ACQUAINTANCE OF LEUCIPPUS. DEMOCRITUS, SON OF DAMASIPPUS, A NATIVE OF ABDERA, CONFERRING WITH MANY GYMNOSOPHISTS AMONG THE INDIANS, AND WITH PRIESTS IN EGYPT, AND WITH ASTROLOGERS AND MAGI IN BABYLON, (PROPOUNDED HIS SYSTEM). NOW HE MAKES STATEMENTS SIMILARLY WITH LEUCIPPUS CONCERNING ELEMENTS, VIZ. PLENITUDE AND VACUUM, DENOMINATING PLENITUDE ENTITY, AND VACUUM NONENTITY; AND THIS HE ASSERTED, SINCE EXISTING THINGS ARE CONTINUALLY MOVED IN THE VACUUM. AND HE MAINTAINED WORLDS TO BE INFINITE, AND VARYING IN BULK; AND THAT IN SOME THERE IS NEITHER SUN NOR MOON, WHILE IN OTHERS THAT THEY ARE LARGER THAN WITH US, AND WITH OTHERS MORE NUMEROUS. AND THAT INTERVALS BETWEEN WORLDS ARE UNEQUAL; AND THAT IN ONE QUARTER OF SPACE (WORLDS) ARE MORE NUMEROUS, AND IN ANOTHER LESS SO; AND THAT SOME OF THEM INCREASE IN BULK, BUT THAT OTHERS ATTAIN THEIR FULL SIZE, WHILE OTHERS DWINDLE AWAY AND THAT IN ONE QUARTER THEY ARE COMING INTO EXISTENCE, WHILST IN ANOTHER THEY ARE FAILING; AND THAT THEY ARE DESTROYED BY CLASHING ONE WITH ANOTHER. AND THAT SOME WORLDS ARE DESTITUTE OF ANIMALS AND PLANTS, AND EVERY SPECIES OF MOISTURE. AND THAT THE EARTH OF OUR WORLD WAS CREATED BEFORE THAT OF THE STARS, AND THAT THE MOON IS UNDERNEATH; NEXT (TO IT) THE SUN; THEN THE FIXED STARS. AND THAT (NEITHER) THE PLANETS NOR THESE (FIXED STARS) POSSESS AN EQUAL ELEVATION. AND THAT THE WORLD FLOURISHES, UNTIL NO LONGER IT CAN RECEIVE ANYTHING FROM WITHOUT. THIS (PHILOSOPHER) TURNED ALL THINGS INTO RIDICULE, AS IF ALL THE CONCERNS OF HUMANITY WERE DESERVING OF LAUGHTER. 
CHAP. XII.--XENOPHANES; HIS SCEPTICISM; HIS NOTIONS OF GOD AND NATURE; BELIEVES IN A FLOOD. 
BUT XENOPHANES, A NATIVE OF COLOPHON, WAS SON OF ORTHOMENES. THIS MAN SURVIVED TO THE TIME OF CYRUS. THIS (PHILOSOPHER) FIRST ASSERTED THAT THERE IS NO POSSIBILITY OF COMPREHENDING ANYTHING, EXPRESSING HIMSELF THUS: "FOR IF FOR THE MOST PART OF PERFECTION MAN MAY SPEAK, YET HE KNOWS IT NOT HIMSELF, AND IN ALL ATTAINS SURMISE." AND HE AFFIRMS THAT NOTHING IS GENERATED OR PERISHES, OR IS MOVED; AND THAT THE UNIVERSE, BEING ONE, IS BEYOND CHANGE. BUT HE SAYS THAT THE DEITY IS ETERNAL, AND ONE AND ALTOGETHER HOMOGENEOUS AND LIMITED, AND OF A SPHERICAL FORM, AND ENDUED WITH PERCEPTION IN ALL PARTS. AND THAT THE SUN EXISTS DURING EACH DAY FROM A CONGLOMERATION OF SMALL SPARKS, AND THAT THE EARTH IS INFINITE, AND IS SURROUNDED NEITHER BY AN ATMOSPHERE NOR BY THE HEAVEN. AND THAT THERE ARE INFINITE SUNS AND MOONS, AND THAT ALL THINGS SPRING FROM EARTH. THIS MAN AFFIRMED THAT THE SEA IS SALT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE MANY MIXTURES THAT FLOW INTO IT. METRODORUS, HOWEVER, FROM THE FACT OF ITS BEING FILTERED THROUGH EARTH, ASSERTS THAT IT IS ON ACCOUNT OF THIS THAT IT IS MADE SALT. AND XENOPHANES IS OF OPINION THAT THERE HAD BEEN A MIXTURE OF THE EARTH WITH THE SEA, AND THAT IN PROCESS OF TIME IT WAS DISENGAGED FROM THE MOISTURE, ALLEGING THAT HE COULD PRODUCE SUCH PROOFS AS THE FOLLOWING: THAT IN THE MIDST OF EARTH, AND IN MOUNTAINS, SHELLS ARE DISCOVERED; AND ALSO IN SYRACUSE HE AFFIRMS WAS FOUND IN THE QUARRIES THE PRINT OF A FISH AND OF SEALS, AND IN PAROS AN IMAGE OF A LAUREL IN THE BOTTOM OF A STONE, AND IN MELITA PARTS OF ALL SORTS OF MARINE ANIMALS. AND HE SAYS THAT THESE WERE GENERATED WHEN ALL THINGS ORIGINALLY WERE EMBEDDED IN MUD, AND THAT AN IMPRESSION OF THEM WAS DRIED IN THE MUD, BUT THAT ALL MEN HAD PERISHED WHEN THE EARTH, BEING PRECIPITATED INTO THE SEA, WAS CONVERTED INTO MUD; THEN, AGAIN, THAT IT ORIGINATED GENERATION, AND THAT THIS OVERTHROW OCCURRED TO ALL WORLDS. 
CHAP. XIII.--ECPHANTUS; HIS SCEPTICISM; TENET OF INFINITY. 
ONE ECPHANTUS, A NATIVE OF SYRACUSE, AFFIRMED THAT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO ATTAIN A TRUE KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS. HE DEFINES, HOWEVER, AS HE THINKS, PRIMARY BODIES TO BE INDIVISIBLE, AND THAT THERE ARE THREE VARIATIONS OF THESE, VIZ., BULK, FIGURE, CAPACITY, FROM WHICH ARE GENERATED THE OBJECTS OF SENSE. BUT THAT THERE IS A DETERMINABLE MULTITUDE OF THESE, AND THAT THIS IS INFINITE. AND THAT BODIES ARE MOVED NEITHER BY WEIGHT NOR BY IMPACT, BUT BY DIVINE POWER, WHICH HE CALLS MIND AND SOUL; AND THAT OF THIS THE WORLD IS A REPRESENTATION; WHEREFORE ALSO IT HAS BEEN MADE IN THE FORM OF A SPHERE BY DIVINE POWER. AND THAT THE EARTH IN THE MIDDLE OF THE COSMICAL SYSTEM IS MOVED ROUND ITS OWN CENTRE TOWARDS THE EAST. 
CHAP. XIV.--HIPPO; HIS DUALITY OF PRINCIPLES; HIS PSYCHOLOGY. 
HIPPO, A NATIVE OF RHEGIUM, ASSERTED AS ORIGINATING PRINCIPLES, COLDNESS, FOR INSTANCE WATER, AND HEAT, FOR INSTANCE FIRE. AND THAT FIRE, WHEN PRODUCED BY WATER, SUBDUED THE POWER OF ITS GENERATOR, AND FORMED THE WORLD. AND THE SOUL, HE SAID, IS SOMETIMES BRAIN, BUT SOMETIMES WATER; FOR THAT ALSO THE SEED IS THAT WHICH APPEARS TO US TO ARISE OUT OF MOISTURE, FROM WHICH, HE SAYS, THE SOUL IS PRODUCED. SO FAR, THEN, WE THINK WE HAVE SUFFICIENTLY ADDUCED (THE OPINIONS OF) THESE; WHEREFORE, INASMUCH AS WE HAVE ADEQUATELY GONE IN REVIEW THROUGH THE TENETS OF PHYSICAL SPECULATORS, IT SEEMS TO REMAIN THAT WE NOW TURN TO SOCRATES AND PLATO, WHO GAVE ESPECIAL PREFERENCE TO MORAL PHILOSOPHY. 
CHAP. XV.--SOCRATES; HIS PHILOSOPHY REPRODUCED BY PLATO. 
SOCRATES, THEN, WAS A HEARER OF ARCHELAUS, THE NATURAL PHILOSOPHER; AND HE, REVERENCING THE RULE, "KNOW THYSELF," AND HAVING ASSEMBLED A LARGE SCHOOL, HAD PLATO (THERE), WHO WAS FAR SUPERIOR TO ALL HIS PUPILS. (SOCRATES) HIMSELF LEFT NO WRITINGS AFTER HIM. PLATO, HOWEVER, TAKING NOTES OF ALL HIS (LECTURES ON) WISDOM, ESTABLISHED A SCHOOL, COMBINING TOGETHER NATURAL, ETHICAL, (AND) LOGICAL (PHILOSOPHY). BUT THE POINTS PLATO DETERMINED ARE THESE FOLLOWING. 
CHAP. XVI.--PLATO; THREEFOLD CLASSIFICATION OF PRINCIPLES; HIS IDEA OF GOD; DIFFERENT OPINIONS REGARDING HIS THEOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY; HIS ESCHATOLOGY AND SYSTEM OF METEMPSYCHOSIS; HIS ETHICAL DOCTRINES; NOTIONS ON THE FREE-WILL QUESTION. 
PLATO (LAYS DOWN) THAT THERE ARE THREE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLES OF THE UNIVERSE, (NAMELY) GOD, AND MATTER, AND EXEMPLAR; GOD AS THE MAKER AND REGULATOR OF THIS UNIVERSE, AND THE BEING WHO EXERCISES PROVIDENCE OVER IT; BUT MATTER, AS THAT WHICH UNDERLIES ALL (PHENOMENA), WHICH (MATTER) HE STYLES BOTH RECEPTIVE AND A NURSE, OUT OF THE ARRANGEMENT OF WHICH PROCEEDED THE FOUR ELEMENTS OF WHICH THE WORLD CONSISTS; (I MEAN) FIRE, AIR, EARTH, WATER, FROM WHICH ALL THE REST OF WHAT ARE DENOMINATED CONCRETE SUBSTANCES, AS WELL AS ANIMALS AND PLANTS, HAVE BEEN FORMED. AND THAT THE EXEMPLAR, WHICH HE LIKEWISE CALLS IDEAS, IS THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE DEITY, TO WHICH, AS TO AN IMAGE IN THE SOUL, THE DEITY ATTENDING, FABRICATED ALL THINGS. GOD, HE SAYS, IS BOTH INCORPOREAL AND SHAPELESS, AND COMPREHENSIBLE BY WISE MEN SOLELY; WHEREAS MATTER IS BODY POTENTIALLY, BUT WITH POTENTIALITY NOT AS YET PASSING INTO ACTION, FOR BEING ITSELF WITHOUT FORM AND WITHOUT QUALITY, BY ASSUMING FORMS AND QUALITIES, IT BECAME BODY. THAT MATTER, THEREFORE, IS AN ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE, AND COEVAL WITH THE DEITY, AND THAT IN THIS RESPECT THE WORLD IS UNCREATED. FOR (PLATO) AFFIRMS THAT (THE WORLD) WAS MADE OUT OF IT. AND THAT (THE ATTRIBUTE OF) IMPERISHABLENESS NECESSARILY BELONGS TO (LITERALLY "FOLLOWS") THAT WHICH IS UNCREATED. SO FAR FORTH, HOWEVER, AS BODY IS SUPPOSED TO BE COMPOUNDED OUT OF BOTH MANY QUALITIES AND IDEAS, SO FAR FORTH IT IS BOTH CREATED AND PERISHABLE. BUT SOME OF THE FOLLOWERS OF PLATO MINGLED BOTH OF THESE, EMPLOYING SOME SUCH EXAMPLE AS THE FOLLOWING: THAT AS A WAGON CAN ALWAYS CONTINUE UNDESTROYED, THOUGH UNDERGOING PARTIAL REPAIRS FROM TIME TO TIME, SO THAT EVEN THE PARTS EACH IN TURN PERISH, YET ITSELF REMAINS ALWAYS COMPLETE; SO AFTER THIS MANNER THE WORLD ALSO, ALTHOUGH IN PARTS IT PERISHES, YET THE THINGS THAT ARE REMOVED, BEING REPAIRED, AND EQUIVALENTS FOR THEM BEING INTRODUCED, IT REMAINS ETERNAL. SOME MAINTAIN THAT PLATO ASSERTS THE DEITY TO BE ONE, INGENERABLE AND INCORRUPTIBLE, AS HE SAYS IN THE LAWS: "GOD, THEREFORE, AS THE ANCIENT ACCOUNT HAS IT, POSSESSES BOTH THE BEGINNING, AND END, AND MIDDLE OF ALL THINGS." THUS, HE SHOWS GOD TO BE ONE, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS HAVING PERVADED ALL THINGS. OTHERS, HOWEVER, MAINTAIN THAT PLATO AFFIRMS THE EXISTENCE OF MANY GODS INDEFINITELY, WHEN HE USES THESE WORDS: "GOD OF GODS, OF WHOM I AM BOTH THE CREATOR AND FATHER." BUT OTHERS SAY THAT HE SPEAKS OF A DEFINITE NUMBER OF DEITIES IN THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE: "THEREFORE THE MIGHTY JUPITER, WHEELING HIS SWIFT CHARIOT IN HEAVEN;" AND WHEN HE ENUMERATES THE OFFSPRING OF THE CHILDREN OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. BUT OTHERS ASSERT THAT (PLATO) CONSTITUTED THE GODS AS GENERABLE; AND ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR HAVING BEEN PRODUCED, THAT ALTOGETHER THEY WERE SUBJECT TO THE NECESSITY OF CORRUPTION, BUT THAT ON ACCOUNT OF THE WILL OF GOD THEY ARE IMMORTAL, (MAINTAINING THIS) IN THE PASSAGE ALREADY QUOTED, WHERE, TO THE WORDS, "GOD OF GODS, OF WHOM I AM CREATOR AND FATHER," HE ADDS, "INDISSOLUBLE THROUGH THE FIAT OF MY WILL;" SO THAT IF (GOD) WERE DISPOSED THAT THESE SHOULD BE DISSOLVED, THEY WOULD EASILY BE DISSOLVED. AND HE ADMITS NATURES (SUCH AS THOSE) OF DEMONS, AND SAYS THAT SOME OF THEM ARE GOOD, BUT OTHERS WORTHLESS. AND SOME AFFIRM THAT HE STATES THE SOUL TO BE UNCREATED AND IMMORTAL, WHEN HE USES THE FOLLOWING WORDS, "EVERY SOUL IS IMMORTAL, FOR THAT WHICH IS ALWAYS MOVED IS IMMORTAL;" AND WHEN HE DEMONSTRATES THAT THE SOUL IS SELF-MOVED, AND CAPABLE OF ORIGINATING MOTION. OTHERS, HOWEVER, (SAY THAT PLATO ASSERTED THAT THE SOUL WAS) CREATED, BUT RENDERED IMPERISHABLE THROUGH THE WILL OF GOD. BUT SOME (WILL HAVE IT THAT HE CONSIDERED THE SOUL) A COMPOSITE (ESSENCE), AND GENERABLE AND CORRUPTIBLE; FOR EVEN HE SUPPOSES THAT THERE IS A RECEPTACLE FOR IT, AND THAT IT POSSESSES A LUMINOUS BODY, BUT THAT EVERYTHING GENERATED INVOLVES A NECESSITY OF CORRUPTION. THOSE, HOWEVER, WHO ASSERT THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL ARE ESPECIALLY STRENGTHENED IN THEIR OPINION BY THOSE PASSAGES (IN PLATO'S WRITINGS), WHERE HE SAYS, THAT BOTH THERE ARE JUDGMENTS AFTER DEATH, AND TRIBUNALS OF JUSTICE IN HADES, AND THAT THE VIRTUOUS (SOULS) RECEIVE A GOOD REWARD, WHILE THE WICKED (ONES) SUITABLE PUNISHMENT. SOME NOTWITHSTANDING ASSERT, THAT HE ALSO ACKNOWLEDGES A TRANSITION OF SOULS FROM ONE BODY TO ANOTHER, AND THAT DIFFERENT SOULS, THOSE THAT WERE MARKED OUT FOR SUCH A PURPOSE, PASS INTO DIFFERENT BODIES, ACCORDING TO THE DESERT OF EACH, AND THAT AFTER CERTAIN DEFINITE PERIODS THEY ARE SENT UP INTO THIS WORLD TO FURNISH ONCE MORE A PROOF OF THEIR CHOICE. OTHERS, HOWEVER, (DO NOT ADMIT THIS TO HE HIS DOCTRINE, BUT WILL HAVE IT THAT PLATO AFFIRMS THAT THE SOULS) OBTAIN A PLACE ACCORDING TO THE DESERT OF EACH; AND THEY EMPLOY AS A TESTIMONY THE SAYING OF HIS, THAT SOME GOOD MEN ARE WITH JOVE, AND THAT OTHERS ARE RANGING ABROAD (THROUGH HEAVEN) WITH OTHER GODS; WHEREAS THAT OTHERS ARE INVOLVED IN ETERNAL PUNISHMENTS, AS MANY AS DURING THIS LIFE HAVE COMMITTED WICKED AND UNJUST DEEDS. AND PEOPLE AFFIRM THAT PLATO SAYS, THAT SOME THINGS ARE WITHOUT A MEAN, THAT OTHERS HAVE A MEAN, THAT OTHERS ARE A MEAN. (FOR EXAMPLE, THAT) WAKING AND SLEEP, AND SUCH LIKE, ARE CONDITIONS WITHOUT AN INTERMEDIATE STATE; BUT THAT THERE ARE THINGS THAT HAD MEANS, FOR INSTANCE VIRTUE AND VICE; AND THERE ARE MEANS (BETWEEN EXTREMES), FOR INSTANCE GREY BETWEEN WHITE AND BLACK, OR SOME OTHER COLOR. AND THEY SAY, THAT HE AFFIRMS THAT THE THINGS PERTAINING TO THE SOUL ARE ABSOLUTELY ALONE GOOD, BUT THAT THE THINGS PERTAINING TO THE BODY, AND THOSE EXTERNAL (TO IT), ARE NOT ANY LONGER ABSOLUTELY GOOD, BUT REPUTED BLESSINGS. AND THAT FREQUENTLY HE NAMES THESE MEANS ALSO, FOR THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO USE THEM BOTH WELL AND ILL. SOME VIRTUES, THEREFORE, HE SAYS, ARE EXTREMES IN REGARD OF INTRINSIC WORTH, BUT IN REGARD OF THEIR ESSENTIAL NATURE MEANS, FOR NOTHING IS MORE ESTIMABLE THAN VIRTUE. BUT WHATEVER EXCELS OR FALLS SHORT OF THESE TERMINATES IN VICE. FOR INSTANCE, HE SAYS THAT THERE ARE FOUR VIRTUES--PRUDENCE, TEMPERANCE, JUSTICE, FORTITUDE--AND THAT ON EACH OF THESE IS ATTENDANT TWO VICES, ACCORDING TO EXCESS AND DEFECT: FOR EXAMPLE, ON PRUDENCE, RECKLESSNESS ACCORDING TO DEFECT, AND KNAVERY ACCORDING TO EXCESS; AND ON TEMPERANCE, LICENTIOUSNESS ACCORDING TO DEFECT, STUPIDITY ACCORDING TO EXCESS; AND ON JUSTICE, FOREGOING A CLAIM ACCORDING TO DEFECT, UNDULY PRESSING IT ACCORDING TO EXCESS; AND ON FORTITUDE, COWARDICE ACCORDING TO DEFECT, FOOLHARDINESS ACCORDING TO EXCESS. AND THAT THESE VIRTUES, WHEN INHERENT IN A MAN, RENDER HIM PERFECT, AND AFFORD HIM HAPPINESS. AND HAPPINESS, HE SAYS, IS ASSIMILATION TO THE DEITY, AS FAR AS THIS IS POSSIBLE; AND THAT ASSIMILATION TO GOD TAKES PLACE WHEN ANY ONE COMBINES HOLINESS AND JUSTICE WITH PRUDENCE. FOR THIS HE SUPPOSES THE END OF SUPREME WISDOM AND VIRTUE. AND HE AFFIRMS THAT THE VIRTUES FOLLOW ONE ANOTHER IN TURN, AND ARE UNIFORM, AND ARE NEVER ANTAGONISTIC TO EACH OTHER; WHEREAS THAT VICES ARE MULTIFORM, AND SOMETIMES FOLLOW ONE THE OTHER, AND SOMETIMES ARE ANTAGONISTIC TO EACH OTHER. HE ASSERTS THAT FATE EXISTS; NOT, TO BE SURE, THAT ALL THINGS ARE PRODUCED ACCORDING TO FATE, BUT THAT THERE IS EVEN SOMETHING IN OUR POWER, AS IN THE PASSAGES WHERE HE SAYS, "THE FAULT IS HIS WHO CHOOSES, GOD IS BLAMELESS;" AND "THE FOLLOWING LAW OF ADRASTEIA." AND THUS SOME (CONTEND FOR HIS UPHOLDING) A SYSTEM OF FATE, WHEREAS OTHERS ONE OF FREE-WILL. HE ASSERTS, HOWEVER, THAT SINS ARE INVOLUNTARY. FOR INTO WHAT IS MOST GLORIOUS OF THE THINGS IN OUR POWER, WHICH IS THE SOUL, NO ONE WOULD (DELIBERATELY) ADMIT WHAT IS VICIOUS, THAT IS, TRANSGRESSION, BUT THAT FROM IGNORANCE AND AN ERRONEOUS CONCEPTION OF VIRTUE, SUPPOSING THAT THEY WERE ACHIEVING SOMETHING HONOURABLE, THEY PASS INTO VICE. AND HIS DOCTRINE ON THIS POINT IS MOST CLEAR IN THE REPUBLIC, WHERE HE SAYS, "BUT AGAIN YOU PRESUME TO ASSERT THAT VICE IS DISGRACEFUL AND ABHORRED OF GOD; HOW THEN, I MAY ASK, WOULD ONE CHOOSE SUCH AN EVIL THING? HE, YOU REPLY, (WOULD DO SO) WHO IS WORSTED BY PLEASURES. THEREFORE, THIS ALSO IS INVOLUNTARY, IF TO GAIN A VICTORY BE VOLUNTARY; SO THAT, IN EVERY POINT OF VIEW, THE COMMITTING AN ACT OF TURPITUDE, REASON PROVES TO BE INVOLUNTARY." SOME ONE, HOWEVER, IN OPPOSITION TO THIS (PLATO), ADVANCES THE CONTRARY STATEMENT, "WHY THEN ARE MEN PUNISHED IF THEY SIN INVOLUNTARY?" BUT HE REPLIES, THAT HE HIMSELF ALSO, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, MAY BE EMANCIPATED FROM VICE, AND UNDERGO PUNISHMENT. FOR THAT THE UNDERGOING PUNISHMENT IS NOT AN EVIL, BUT A GOOD THING, IF IT IS LIKELY TO PROVE A PURIFICATION OF EVILS; AND THAT THE REST OF MANKIND, HEARING OF IT, MAY NOT TRANSGRESS, BUT GUARD AGAINST SUCH AN ERROR. (PLATO, HOWEVER, MAINTAINS) THAT THE NATURE OF EVIL IS NEITHER CREATED BY THE DEITY, NOR POSSESSES SUBSISTENCE OF ITSELF, BUT THAT IT DERIVES EXISTENCE FROM CONTRARIETY TO WHAT IS GOOD, AND FROM ATTENDANCE UPON IT, EITHER BY EXCESS AND DEFECT, AS WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY AFFIRMED CONCERNING THE VIRTUES. PLATO UNQUESTIONABLY THEN, AS WE HAVE ALREADY STATED, COLLECTING TOGETHER THE THREE DEPARTMENTS OF UNIVERSAL PHILOSOPHY, IN THIS MANNER FORMED HIS SPECULATIVE SYSTEM. 
CHAP. XVII.--ARISTOTLE; DUALITY OF PRINCIPLES; HIS CATEGORIES; HIS PSYCHOLOGY; HIS ETHICAL DOCTRINES; ORIGIN OF THE EPITHET "PERIPATETIC." 
ARISTOTLE, WHO WAS A PUPIL OF THIS (PLATO), REDUCED PHILOSOPHY INTO AN ART, AND WAS DISTINGUISHED RATHER FOR HIS PROFICIENCY IN LOGICAL SCIENCE, SUPPOSING AS THE ELEMENTS OF ALL THINGS SUBSTANCE AND ACCIDENT; THAT THERE IS ONE SUBSTANCE UNDERLYING ALL THINGS, BUT NINE ACCIDENTS,--NAMELY, QUANTITY, QUALITY, RELATION, WHERE, WHEN, POSSESSION, POSTURE, ACTION, PASSION; AND THAT SUBSTANCE IS OF SOME SUCH DESCRIPTION AS GOD, MAN, AND EACH OF THE BEINGS THAT CAN FALL UNDER A SIMILAR DENOMINATION. BUT IN REGARD OF ACCIDENTS, QUALITY IS SEEN IN, FOR INSTANCE, WHITE, BLACK; AND QUANTITY, FOR INSTANCE TWO CUBITS, THREE CUBITS; AND RELATION, FOR INSTANCE FATHER, SON; AND WHERE, FOR INSTANCE AT ATHENS, MEGARA; AND WHEN, FOR INSTANCE DURING THE TENTH OLYMPIAD; AND POSSESSION, FOR INSTANCE TO HAVE ACQUIRED; AND ACTION, FOR INSTANCE TO WRITE, AND IN GENERAL TO EVINCE ANY PRACTICAL POWERS; AND POSTURE, FOR INSTANCE TO LIE DOWN; AND PASSION, FOR INSTANCE TO BE STRUCK. HE ALSO SUPPOSES THAT SOME THINGS HAVE MEANS, BUT THAT OTHERS ARE WITHOUT MEANS, AS WE HAVE DECLARED CONCERNING PLATO LIKEWISE. AND IN MOST POINTS, HE IS IN AGREEMENT WITH PLATO, EXCEPT THE OPINION CONCERNING SOUL. FOR PLATO AFFIRMS IT TO BE IMMORTAL, BUT ARISTOTLE THAT IT INVOLVES PERMANENCE; AND AFTER THESE THINGS, THAT THIS ALSO VANISHES IN THE FIFTH BODY, WHICH HE SUPPOSES, ALONG WITH THE OTHER FOUR (ELEMENTS), VIZ., FIRE, AND EARTH, AND WATER, AND AIR, TO BE A SOMETHING MORE SUBTLE (THAN THESE), OF THE NATURE OF SPIRIT. PLATO THEREFORE SAYS, THAT THE ONLY REALLY GOOD THINGS ARE THOSE PERTAINING TO THE SOUL, AND THAT THEY ARE SUFFICIENT FOR HAPPINESS; WHEREAS ARISTOTLE INTRODUCES A THREEFOLD CLASSIFICATION OF GOOD THINGS, AND ASSERTS THAT THE WISE MAN IS NOT PERFECT, UNLESS THERE ARE PRESENT TO HIM BOTH THE GOOD THINGS OF THE BODY AND THOSE EXTRINSIC TO IT. THE FORMER IS BEAUTY, STRENGTH, VIGOR OF THE SENSES, SOUNDNESS; WHILE THE THINGS EXTRINSIC (TO THE BODY) ARE WEALTH, NOBILITY, GLORY, POWER, PEACE, FRIENDSHIP. AND THE INNER QUALITIES OF THE SOUL HE CLASSIFIES, AS IT WAS THE OPINION OF PLATO, UNDER PRUDENCE, TEMPERANCE, JUSTICE, FORTITUDE. THIS (PHILOSOPHER) ALSO AFFIRMS THAT EVILS ARISE ACCORDING TO AN OPPOSITION OF THE THINGS THAT ARE GOOD, AND THAT THEY EXIST BENEATH THE QUARTER AROUND THE MOON, BUT REACH NO FARTHER BEYOND THE MOON; AND THAT THE SOUL OF THE ENTIRE WORLD IS IMMORTAL, AND THAT THE WORLD ITSELF IS ETERNAL, BUT THAT (THE SOUL) IN AN INDIVIDUAL, AS WE HAVE BEFORE STATED, VANISHES (IN THE FIFTH BODY). THIS (SPECULATOR), THEN HOLDING DISCUSSIONS IN THE LYCEUM, DREW UP FROM TIME TO TIME HIS SYSTEM OF PHILOSOPHY; BUT ZENO (HELD HIS SCHOOL) IN THE PORCH CALLED POECILE. AND THE FOLLOWERS OF ZENO OBTAINED THEIR NAME FROM THE PLACE--THAT IS, FROM STOA-- (I.E., A PORCH), BEING STYLED STOICS; WHEREAS ARISTOTLE'S FOLLOWERS (WERE DENOMINATED) FROM THEIR MODE OF EMPLOYING THEMSELVES WHILE TEACHING. FOR SINCE THEY WERE ACCUSTOMED WALKING ABOUT IN THE LYCEUM TO PURSUE THEIR INVESTIGATIONS, ON THIS ACCOUNT THEY WERE CALLED PERIPATETICS. THESE INDEED, THEN, WERE THE DOCTRINES OF ARISTOTLE. 
CHAP. XVIII.--THE STOICS; THEIR SUPERIORITY IN LOGIC; FATALISTS; THEIR DOCTRINE OF CONFLAGRATIONS. 
THE STOICS THEMSELVES ALSO IMPARTED GROWTH TO PHILOSOPHY, IN RESPECT OF A GREATER DEVELOPMENT OF THE ART OF SYLLOGISM, AND INCLUDED ALMOST EVERYTHING UNDER DEFINITIONS, BOTH CHRYSIPPUS AND ZENO BEING COINCIDENT IN OPINION ON THIS POINT. AND THEY LIKEWISE SUPPOSED GOD TO BE THE ONE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF ALL THINGS, BEING A BODY OF THE UTMOST REFINEMENT, AND THAT HIS PROVIDENTIAL CARE PERVADED EVERYTHING; AND THESE SPECULATORS WERE POSITIVE ABOUT THE EXISTENCE OF FATE EVERYWHERE, EMPLOYING SOME SUCH EXAMPLE AS THE FOLLOWING: THAT JUST AS A DOG, SUPPOSING HIM ATTACHED TO A CAR, IF INDEED HE IS DISPOSED TO FOLLOW, BOTH IS DRAWN, OR FOLLOWS VOLUNTARILY, MAKING AN EXERCISE ALSO OF FREE POWER, IN COMBINATION WITH NECESSITY, THAT IS, FATE; BUT IF HE MAY NOT BE DISPOSED TO FOLLOW, HE WILL ALTOGETHER BE COERCED TO DO SO. AND THE SAME, OF COURSE, HOLDS GOOD IN THE CASE OF MEN. FOR THOUGH NOT WILLING TO FOLLOW, THEY WILL ALTOGETHER BE COMPELLED TO ENTER UPON WHAT HAS BEEN DECREED FOR THEM. (THE STOICS), HOWEVER, ASSERT THAT THE SOUL ABIDES AFTER DEATH, BUT THAT IT IS A BODY, AND THAT SUCH IS FORMED FROM THE REFRIGERATION OF THE SURROUNDING ATMOSPHERE; WHEREFORE, ALSO, THAT IT WAS CALLED PSYCHE (I.E., SOUL). AND THEY ACKNOWLEDGE LIKEWISE, THAT THERE IS A TRANSITION OF SOULS FROM ONE BODY TO ANOTHER, THAT IS, FOR THOSE SOULS FOR WHOM THIS MIGRATION HAS BEEN DESTINED. AND THEY ACCEPT THE DOCTRINE, THAT THERE WILL BE A CONFLAGRATION, A PURIFICATION OF THIS WORLD, SOME SAY THE ENTIRE OF IT, BUT OTHERS A PORTION, AND THAT (THE WORLD) ITSELF IS UNDERGOING PARTIAL DESTRUCTION; AND THIS ALL BUT CORRUPTION, AND THE GENERATION FROM IT OF ANOTHER WORLD, THEY TERM PURGATION. AND THEY ASSUME THE EXISTENCE OF ALL BODIES, AND THAT BODY DOES NOT PASS THROUGH BODY, BUT THAT A REFRACTION TAKES PLACE, AND THAT ALL THINGS INVOLVE PLENITUDE, AND THAT THERE IS NO VACUUM. THE FOREGOING ARE THE OPINIONS OF THE STOICS ALSO. 
CHAP. XIX.--EPICURUS; ADOPT'S THE DEMOCRITIC ATOMISM; DENIAL OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE; THE PRINCIPLE OF HIS ETHICAL SYSTEM. 
EPICURUS, HOWEVER, ADVANCED AN OPINION ALMOST CONTRARY TO ALL. HE SUPPOSED, AS ORIGINATING PRINCIPLES OF ALL THINGS, ATOMS AND VACUITY. HE CONSIDERED VACUITY AS THE PLACE THAT WOULD CONTAIN THE THINGS THAT WILL EXIST, AND ATOMS THE MATTER OUT OF WHICH ALL THINGS COULD BE FORMED; AND THAT FROM THE CONCOURSE OF ATOMS BOTH THE DEITY DERIVED EXISTENCE, AND ALL THE ELEMENTS, AND ALL THINGS INHERENT IN THEM, AS WELL AS ANIMALS AND OTHER (CREATURES); SO THAT NOTHING WAS GENERATED OR EXISTED, UNLESS IT BE FROM ATOMS. AND HE AFFIRMED THAT THESE ATOMS WERE COMPOSED OF EXTREMELY SMALL PARTICLES, IN WHICH THERE COULD NOT EXIST EITHER A POINT OR A SIGN, OR ANY DIVISION; WHEREFORE ALSO HE CALLED THEM ATOMS. ACKNOWLEDGING THE DEITY TO BE ETERNAL AND INCORRUPTIBLE, HE SAYS THAT GOD HAS PROVIDENTIAL CARE FOR NOTHING, AND THAT THERE IS NO SUCH THING AT ALL AS PROVIDENCE OR FATE, BUT THAT ALL THINGS ARC MADE BY CHANCE. FOR THAT THE DEITY REPOSED IN THE INTERMUNDANE SPACES, (AS THEY) ARE THUS STYLED BY HIM; FOR OUTSIDE THE WORLD HE DETERMINED THAT THERE IS A CERTAIN HABITATION OF GOD, DENOMINATED "THE INTERMUNDANE SPACES," AND THAT THE DEITY SURRENDERED HIMSELF TO PLEASURE, AND TOOK HIS EASE IN THE MIDST OF SUPREME HAPPINESS; AND THAT NEITHER HAS HE ANY CONCERNS OF BUSINESS, NOR DOES HE DEVOTE HIS ATTENTION TO THEM. AS A CONSEQUENCE, ON THESE OPINIONS, HE ALSO PROPOUNDED HIS THEORY CONCERNING WISE MEN, ASSERTING THAT THE END OF WISDOM IS PLEASURE. DIFFERENT PERSONS, HOWEVER, RECEIVED THE TERM "PLEASURE" IN DIFFERENT ACCEPTATIONS; FOR SOME (AMONG THE GENTILES UNDERSTOOD) THE PASSIONS, BUT OTHERS THE SATISFACTION RESULTING FROM VIRTUE. AND HE CONCLUDED THAT THE SOULS OF MEN ARE DISSOLVED ALONG WITH THEIR BODIES, JUST AS ALSO THEY WERE PRODUCED ALONG WITH THEM, FOR THAT THEY ARE BLOOD, AND THAT WHEN THIS HAS GONE FORTH OR BEEN ALTERED, THE ENTIRE MAN PERISHES; AND IN KEEPING WITH THIS TENET, (EPICURUS MAINTAINED) THAT THERE ARE NEITHER TRIALS IN HADES, NOR TRIBUNALS OF JUSTICE; SO THAT WHATSOEVER ANY ONE MAY COMMIT IN THIS LIFE, THAT, PROVIDED HE MAY ESCAPE DETECTION, HE IS ALTOGETHER BEYOND ANY LIABILITY OF TRIAL (FOR IT IN A FUTURE STATE). IN THIS WAY, THEN, EPICURUS ALSO FORMED HIS OPINIONS. 
CHAP. XX.--THE ACADEMICS; DIFFERENCE OF OPINION AMONG THEM. 
AND ANOTHER OPINION OF THE PHILOSOPHERS WAS CALLED THAT OF THE ACADEMICS, ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE HOLDING THEIR DISCUSSIONS IN THE ACADEMY, OF WHOM THE FOUNDER PYRRHO, FROM WHOM THEY WERE CALLED PYRRHONEAN PHILOSOPHERS, FIRST INTRODUCED THE NOTION OF THE INCOMPREHENSIBILITY OF ALL THINGS, SO AS TO (BE READY TO) ATTEMPT AN ARGUMENT ON EITHER SIDE OF A QUESTION, BUT NOT TO ASSERT ANYTHING FOR CERTAIN; FOR THAT THERE IS NOTHING OF THINGS INTELLIGIBLE OR SENSIBLE TRUE, BUT THAT THEY APPEAR TO MEN TO BE SO; AND THAT ALL SUBSTANCE IS IN A STATE OF FLUX AND CHANGE, AND NEVER CONTINUES IN THE SAME (CONDITION). SOME FOLLOWERS, THEN, OF THE ACADEMICS SAY THAT ONE OUGHT NOT TO DECLARE AN OPINION ON THE PRINCIPLE OF ANYTHING, BUT SIMPLY MAKING THE ATTEMPT TO GIVE IT UP; WHEREAS OTHERS SUBJOINED THE FORMULARY "NOT RATHER" (THIS THAN THAT), SAYING THAT THE FIRE IS NOT RATHER FIRE THAN ANYTHING ELSE. BUT THEY DID NOT DECLARE WHAT THIS IS, BUT WHAT SORT IT IS. 
CHAP. XXI.--THE BRACHMANS; THEIR MODE OF LIFE; IDEAS OF DEITY; DIFFERENT SORTS OF; THEIR ETHICAL NOTIONS. 
BUT THERE IS ALSO WITH THE INDIANS A SECT COMPOSED OF THOSE PHILOSOPHIZING AMONG THE BRACHMANS. THEY SPEND A CONTENTED EXISTENCE, ABSTAIN BOTH FROM LIVING CREATURES AND ALL COOKED FOOD, BEING SATISFIED WITH FRUITS; AND NOT GATHERING THESE FROM THE TREES, BUT CARRYING OFF THOSE THAT HAVE FALLEN TO THE EARTH. THEY SUBSIST UPON THEM, DRINKING THE WATER OF THE RIVER TAZABENA. BUT THEY PASS THEIR LIFE NAKED, AFFIRMING THAT THE BODY HAS BEEN CONSTITUTED A COVERING TO THE SOUL BY THE DEITY. THESE AFFIRM THAT GOD IS LIGHT, NOT SUCH AS ONE SEES, NOR SUCH AS THE SUN AND FIRE; BUT TO THEM THE DEITY IS DISCOURSE, NOT THAT WHICH FINDS EXPRESSION IN ARTICULATE SOUNDS, BUT THAT OF THE KNOWLEDGE THROUGH WHICH THE SECRET MYSTERIES OF NATURE ARE PERCEIVED BY THE WISE. AND THIS LIGHT WHICH THEY SAY IS DISCOURSE, THEIR GOD, THEY ASSERT THAT THE BRACHMANS ONLY KNOW ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR ALONE REJECTING ALL VANITY OF OPINION WHICH IS THE SOURS ULTIMATE COVERING. THESE DESPISE DEATH, AND ALWAYS IN THEIR OWN PECULIAR LANGUAGE CALL GOD BY THE NAME WHICH WE HAVE MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY, AND THEY SEND UP HYMNS (TO HIM). BUT NEITHER ARE THERE WOMEN AMONG THEM, NOR DO THEY BEGET CHILDREN. BUT THEY WHO AIM AT A LIFE SIMILAR TO THESE, AFTER THEY HAVE CROSSED OVER TO THE COUNTRY ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE RIVER, CONTINUE TO RESIDE THERE, RETURNING NO MORE; AND THESE ALSO ARE CALLED BRACHMANS. BUT THEY DO NOT PASS THEIR LIFE SIMILARLY, FOR THERE ARE ALSO IN THE PLACE WOMEN, OF WHOM THOSE THAT DWELL THERE ARE BORN, AND IN TURN BEGET CHILDREN. AND THIS DISCOURSE WHICH THEY NAME GOD THEY ASSERT TO BE CORPOREAL, AND ENVELOPED IN A BODY OUTSIDE HIMSELF, JUST AS IF ONE WERE WEARING A SHEEP'S SKIN, BUT THAT ON DIVESTING HIMSELF OF BODY THAT HE WOULD APPEAR CLEAR TO THE EYE. BUT THE BRACHMANS SAY THAT THERE IS A CONFLICT IN THE BODY THAT SURROUNDS THEM, (AND THEY CONSIDER THAT THE BODY IS FOR THEM FULL OF CONFLICTS); IN OPPOSITION TO WHICH, AS IF MARSHALLED FOR BATTLE AGAINST ENEMIES, THEY CONTEND, AS WE HAVE ALREADY EXPLAINED. AND THEY SAY THAT ALL MEN ARE CAPTIVE TO THEIR OWN CONGENITAL STRUGGLES, VIZ., SENSUALITY AND INCHASTITY, GLUTTONY, ANGER, JOY, SORROW, CONCUPISCENCE, AND SUCH LIKE. AND HE WHO HAS REARED A TROPHY OVER THESE, ALONE GOES TO GOD; WHEREFORE THE BRACHMANS DEIFY DANDAMIS, TO WHOM ALEXANDER THE MACEDONIAN PAID A VISIT, AS ONE WHO HAD PROVED VICTORIOUS IN THE BODILY CONFLICT. BUT THEY BEAR DOWN ON CALANUS AS HAVING PROFANELY WITHDRAWN FROM THEIR PHILOSOPHY. BUT THE BRACHMANS, PUTTING OFF THE BODY, LIKE FISHES JUMPING OUT OF WATER INTO THE PURE AIR, BEHOLD THE SUN. 
CHAP. XXII.--THE DRUIDS; PROGENITORS OF THEIR SYSTEM. 
AND THE CELTIC DRUIDS INVESTIGATED TO THE VERY HIGHEST POINT THE PYTHAGOREAN PHILOSOPHY, AFTER ZAMOLXIS, BY BIRTH A THRACIAN, A SERVANT OF PYTHAGORAS, BECAME TO THEM THE ORIGINATOR OF THIS DISCIPLINE. NOW AFTER THE DEATH OF PYTHAGORAS, ZAMOLXIS, REPAIRING THITHER, BECAME TO THEM THE ORIGINATOR OF THIS PHILOSOPHY. THE CELTS ESTEEM THESE AS PROPHETS AND SEERS, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR FORETELLING TO THEM CERTAIN (EVENTS), FROM CALCULATIONS AND NUMBERS BY THE PYTHAGOREAN ART; ON THE METHODS OF WHICH VERY ART ALSO WE SHALL NOT KEEP SILENCE, SINCE ALSO FROM THESE SOME HAVE PRESUMED TO INTRODUCE HERESIES; BUT THE DRUIDS RESORT TO MAGICAL RITES LIKEWISE. 
CHAP. XXIII.--HESIOD; THE NINE MUSES; THE HESIODIC COSMOGONY; THE ANCIENT SPECULATORS, MATERIALISTS; DERIVATIVE CHARACTER OF THE HERESIES FROM HEATHEN PHILOSOPHY. 
BUT HESIOD THE POET ASSERTS HIMSELF ALSO THAT HE THUS HEARD FROM THE MUSES CONCERNING NATURE, AND THAT THE MUSES ARE THE DAUGHTERS OF JUPITER. FOR WHEN FOR NINE NIGHTS AND DAYS TOGETHER, JUPITER, THROUGH EXCESS OF PASSION, HAD UNINTERRUPTEDLY LAIN WITH MNEMOSYNE, THAT MNEMOSYNE CONCEIVED IN ONE WOMB THOSE NINE MUSES, BECOMING PREGNANT WITH ONE DURING EACH NIGHT. HAVING THEN SUMMONED THE NINE MUSES FROM PIERIA, THAT IS, OLYMPUS, HE EXHORTED THEM TO UNDERGO INSTRUCTION: "HOW FIRST BOTH GODS AND EARTH WERE MADE, AND RIVERS, AND BOUNDLESS DEEP, AND OCEAN'S SURGE, AND GLITTERING STARS, AND SPACIOUS HEAVEN ABOVE; HOW THEY GRASPED THE CROWN AND SHARED THE GLORY, AND HOW AT FIRST THEY HELD THE MANY-VALED OLYMPUS. THESE (TRUTHS), YE MUSES, TELL ME OF, SAITH HE, FROM FIRST, AND NEXT WHICH OF THEM FIRST AROSE. CHAOS, NO DOUBT, THE VERY FIRST, AROSE; BUT NEXT WIDE-STRETCHING EARTH, EVER THE THRONE SECURE OF ALL IMMORTALS, WHO HOLD THE PEAKS OF WHITE OLYMPUS; AND BREEZY TARTARUS IN WIDE EARTH'S RECESS; AND LOVE, WHO IS MOST BEAUTEOUS OF THE GOD’S IMMORTAL, CHASING CARE AWAY FROM ALL THE GODS AND MEN, QUELLS IN BREASTS THE MIND AND COUNSEL SAGE. BUT EREBUS FROM CHAOS AND GLOOMY NIGHT AROSE; AND, IN TURN, FROM NIGHT BOTH AIR AND DAY WERE BORN; BUT PRIMAL EARTH, EQUAL TO SELF IN SOOTH BEGOT THE STORMY SKY TO VEIL IT ROUND ON EVERY SIDE, EVER TO BE FOR HAPPY GODS A THRONE SECURE. AND FORTH SHE BROUGHT THE TOWERING HILLS, THE PLEASANT HAUNTS OF NYMPHS WHO DWELL THROUGHOUT THE WOODY HEIGHTS. AND ALSO, BARREN SEA BEGAT THE SURGE-TOSSED FLOOD, APART FROM LUSCIOUS LOVE; BUT NEXT EMBRACING HEAVEN, SHE OCEAN BRED WITH EDDIES DEEP, AND CAEUS, AND CRIUS, AND HYPERIAN, AND IAPETUS, AND THIA, AND RHEA, AND THEMIS, AND MNEMOSYNE, AND GOLD-CROWNED PHOEBE, AND COMELY TETHYS. BUT AFTER THESE WAS BORN LAST THE WILEY CRONUS, FIERCEST OF SONS; BUT HE ABHORRED HIS BLOOMING SIRE, AND IN TURN THE CYCLOPS BRED, WHO OWNED A SAVAGE BREAST." AND ALL THE REST OF THE GIANTS FROM CRONUS, HESIOD ENUMERATES, AND SOMEWHERE AFTERWARDS THAT JUPITER WAS BORN OF RHEA. ALL THESE, THEN, MADE THE FOREGOING STATEMENTS IN THEIR DOCTRINE REGARDING BOTH THE NATURE AND GENERATION OF THE UNIVERSE. BUT ALL, SINKING BELOW WHAT IS DIVINE, BUSIED THEMSELVES CONCERNING THE SUBSTANCE OF EXISTING THINGS, BEING ASTONISHED AT THE MAGNITUDE OF CREATION, AND SUPPOSING THAT IT CONSTITUTED THE DEITY, EACH SPECULATOR SELECTING IN PREFERENCE A DIFFERENT PORTION OF THE WORLD; FAILING, HOWEVER, TO DISCERN THE GOD AND MAKER OF THESE. THE OPINIONS, THEREFORE, OF THOSE WHO HAVE ATTEMPTED TO FRAME SYSTEMS OF PHILOSOPHY AMONG THE GREEKS, I CONSIDER THAT WE HAVE SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED; AND FROM THESE THE HERETICS, TAKING OCCASION, HAVE ENDEAVORED TO ESTABLISH THE TENETS THAT WILL BE AFTER A SHORT TIME DECLARED. IT SEEMS, HOWEVER, EXPEDIENT, THAT FIRST EXPLAINING THE MYSTICAL RITES AND WHATEVER IMAGINARY DOCTRINES SOME HAVE LABORIOUSLY FRAMED CONCERNING THE STARS, OR MAGNITUDES, TO DECLARE THESE; FOR HERETICS LIKEWISE, TAKING OCCASION FROM THEM, ARE CONSIDERED BY THE MULTITUDE TO UTTER PRODIGIES. NEXT IN ORDER WE SHALL ELUCIDATE THE FEEBLE OPINIONS ADVANCED BY THESE. 
HIPPOLYTUS: REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES
BOOK IV.
CHAP. I.--SYSTEM OF THE ASTROLOGERS; SIDEREAL INFLUENCE; CONFIGURATION OF THE STARS. 
BUT IN EACH ZODIACAL SIGN THEY CALL LIMITS OF THE STARS THOSE IN WHICH EACH OF THE STARS, FROM ANY ONE QUARTER TO ANOTHER, CAN EXERT THE GREATEST AMOUNT OF INFLUENCE; IN REGARD OF WHICH THERE IS AMONG THEM, ACCORDING TO THEIR WRITINGS, NO MERE CASUAL DIVERGENCY OF OPINION. BUT THEY SAY THAT THE STARS ARE ATTENDED AS IF BY SATELLITES WHEN THEY ARE IN THE MIDST OF OTHER STARS, IN CONTINUITY WITH THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC; AS IF, WHEN ANY PARTICULAR STAR MAY HAVE OCCUPIED THE FIRST PORTIONS OF THE SAME SIGN OF THE ZODIAC, AND ANOTHER THE LAST, AND ANOTHER THOSE PORTIONS IN THE MIDDLE, THAT WHICH IS IN THE MIDDLE IS SAID TO BE GUARDED BY THOSE HOLDING THE PORTIONS AT THE EXTREMITIES. AND THEY ARE SAID TO LOOK UPON ONE ANOTHER, AND TO BE IN CONJUNCTION WITH ONE ANOTHER, AS IF APPEARING IN A TRIANGULAR OR QUADRANGULAR FIGURE. THEY ASSUME, THEREFORE, THE FIGURE OF A TRIANGLE, AND LOOK UPON ONE ANOTHER, WHICH HAVE AN INTERVENING DISTANCE EXTENDING FOR THREE ZODIACAL SIGNS; AND THEY ASSUME THE FIGURE OF A SQUARE THOSE WHICH HAVE AN INTERVAL EXTENDING FOR TWO SIGNS. BUT AS THE UNDERLYING PARTS SYMPATHIZE WITH THE HEAD, AND THE HEAD WITH THE UNDERLYING PARTS, SO ALSO THINGS TERRESTRIAL WITH SUPERLUNAR OBJECTS. BUT THERE IS OF THESE A CERTAIN DIFFERENCE AND WANT OF SYMPATHY, SO THAT THEY DO NOT INVOLVE ONE AND THE SAME POINT OF JUNCTURE. 
CHAP. II.--DOCTRINES CONCERNING AEONS; THE CHALDEAN ASTROLOGY; HERESY DERIVABLE FROM IT. 
EMPLOYING THESE (AS ANALOGIES), EUPHRATES THE PERATIC, AND ACEMBES 4 THE CARYSTIAN, AND THE REST OF THE CROWD OF THESE (SPECULATORS), IMPOSING NAMES DIFFERENT FROM THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRUTH, SPEAK OF A SEDITION OF AEONS, AND OF A REVOLT OF GOOD POWERS OVER TO EVIL (ONES), AND OF THE CONCORD OF GOOD WITH WICKED (AEONS), CALLING THEM TAPARCHAI AND PROASTIOI, AND VERY MANY OTHER NAMES. BUT THE ENTIRE OF THIS HERESY, AS ATTEMPTED BY THEM, I SHALL EXPLAIN AND REFUTE WHEN WE COME TO TREAT OF THE SUBJECT OF THESE (AEONS). BUT NOW, LEST ANY ONE SUPPOSES THE OPINIONS PROPOUNDED BY THE CHALDEANS RESPECTING ASTROLOGICAL DOCTRINE TO BE TRUSTWORTHY AND SECURE, WE SHALL NOT HESITATE TO FURNISH A BRIEF REFUTATION RESPECTING THESE, ESTABLISHING THAT THE FUTILE ART IS CALCULATED BOTH TO DECEIVE AND BLIND THE SOUL INDULGING IN VAIN EXPECTATIONS, RATHER THAN TO PROFIT IT. AND WE URGE OUR CASE WITH THESE, NOT ACCORDING TO ANY EXPERIENCE OF THE ART, BUT FROM KNOWLEDGE BASED ON PRACTICAL PRINCIPLES. THOSE WHO HAVE CULTIVATED THE ART, BECOMING DISCIPLES OF THE CHALDEANS, AND COMMUNICATING MYSTERIES AS IF STRANGE AND ASTONISHING TO MEN, HAVING CHANGED THE NAMES (MERELY), HAVE FROM THIS SOURCE CONCOCTED THEIR HERESY. BUT SINCE, ESTIMATING THE ASTROLOGICAL ART AS A POWERFUL ONE, AND AVAILING THEMSELVES OF THE TESTIMONIES ADDUCED BY ITS PATRONS, THEY WISH TO GAIN RELIANCE FOR THEIR OWN ATTEMPTED CONCLUSIONS, WE SHALL AT PRESENT, AS IT HAS SEEMED EXPEDIENT, PROVE THE ASTROLOGICAL ART TO BE UNTENABLE, AS OUR INTENTION NEXT IS TO INVALIDATE ALSO THE PERATIC SYSTEM, AS A BRANCH GROWING OUT OF AN UNSTABLE ROOT. 
CHAP. III.--THE HOROSCOPE THE FOUNDATION OF ASTROLOGY; INDISCOVERABILITY OF THE HOROSCOPE; THEREFORE, THE FUTILITY OF THE CHALDEAN ART. 
THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE, AND, AS IT WERE, FOUNDATION, OF THE ENTIRE ART, IS FIXING THE HOROSCOPE. FOR FROM THIS ARE DERIVED THE REST OF THE CARDINAL POINTS, AS WELL AS THE DECLINATIONS AND ASCENSIONS, THE TRIANGLES AND SQUARES, AND THE CONFIGURATIONS OF THE STARS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE; AND FROM ALL THESE THE PREDICTIONS ARE TAKEN. WHENCE, IF THE HOROSCOPE BE REMOVED, IT NECESSARILY FOLLOWS THAT NEITHER ANY CELESTIAL OBJECT IS RECOGNIZABLE IN THE MERIDIAN, OR AT THE HORIZON, OR IN THE POINT OF THE HEAVENS OPPOSITE THE MERIDIAN; BUT IF THESE BE NOT COMPREHENDED, THE ENTIRE SYSTEM OF THE CHALDEANS VANISHES ALONG WITH (THEM). BUT THAT THE SIGN OF THE HOROSCOPE IS INDISCOVERABLE BY THEM, WE MAY SHOW BY A VARIETY OF ARGUMENTS. FOR IN ORDER THAT THIS (HOROSCOPE) MAY BE FOUND, IT IS FIRST REQUISITE THAT THE (TIME OF) BIRTH OF THE PERSON FALLING UNDER INSPECTION SHOULD BE FIRMLY FIXED; AND SECONDLY, THAT THE HOROSCOPE WHICH IS TO SIGNIFY THIS SHOULD BE INFALLIBLE; AND THIRDLY, THAT THE ASCENSION OF THE ZODIACAL SIGN SHOULD BE OBSERVED WITH ACCURACY. FOR FROM (THE MOMENT) OF BIRTH THE ASCENSION OF THE ZODIACAL SIGN RISING IN THE HEAVEN SHOULD BE CLOSELY WATCHED, SINCE THE CHALDEANS, DETERMINING (FROM THIS) THE HOROSCOPE, FRAME THE CONFIGURATION OF THE STARS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ASCENSION (OF THE SIGN); AND THEY, TERM THIS--DISPOSITION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHICH THEY DEVISE THEIR PREDICTIONS. BUT NEITHER IS IT POSSIBLE TO TAKE THE BIRTH OF PERSONS, FALLING UNDER CONSIDERATION, AS I SHALL EXPLAIN, NOR IS THE HOROSCOPE INFALLIBLE, NOR IS THE RISING ZODIACAL SIGN APPREHENDED WITH ACCURACY. HOW IT IS, THEN, THAT THE SYSTEM OF THE CHALDEANS IS UNSTABLE, LET US NOW DECLARE. HAVING, THEN, PREVIOUSLY MARKED IT OUT FOR INVESTIGATION, THEY DRAW THE BIRTH OF PERSONS FALLING UNDER CONSIDERATION FROM, UNQUESTIONABLY, THE DEPOSITING OF THE SEED, AND (FROM) CONCEPTION OR FROM PARTURITION. AND IF ONE WILL ATTEMPT TO TAKE (THE HOROSCOPE) FROM CONCEPTION, THE ACCURATE ACCOUNT OF THIS IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE, THE TIME (OCCUPIED) PASSING QUICKLY, AND NATURALLY. FOR WE ARE NOT ABLE TO SAY WHETHER CONCEPTION TAKES PLACE UPON THE TRANSFERENCE OF THE SEED OR NOT. FOR THIS CAN HAPPEN EVEN AS QUICK AS THOUGHT, JUST ALSO AS LEAVEN, WHEN PUT INTO HEATED JARS, IMMEDIATELY IS REDUCED TO A GLUTINOUS STATE. BUT CONCEPTION CAN ALSO (TAKE PLACE) AFTER A LAPSE OF DURATION. FOR THERE BEING AN INTERVAL FROM THE MOUTH OF THE WOMB TO THE FUNDAMENT, WHERE PHYSICIANS SAY CONCEPTIONS TAKE PLACE, IT IS ALTOGETHER THE NATURE OF THE SEED DEPOSITED TO OCCUPY SOME TIME IN TRAVERSING THIS INTERVAL. THE CHALDEANS, THEREFORE, BEING IGNORANT OF THE QUANTITY OF DURATION TO A NICETY, NEVER WILL COMPREHEND THE (MOMENT OF) CONCEPTION; THE SEED AT ONE TIME BEING INJECTED STRAIGHT FORWARD, AND FALLING AT ONE SPOT UPON ACTUAL PARTS OF THE WOMB WELL DISPOSED FOR CONCEPTION, AND AT ANOTHER TIME DROPPING INTO IT DISPERSEDLY, AND BEING COLLECTED INTO ONE PLACE BY UTERINE ENERGIES. NOW, WHILE THESE MATTERS ARE UNKNOWN, (NAMELY), AS TO WHEN THE FIRST TAKES PLACE, AND WHEN THE SECOND, AND HOW MUCH TIME IS SPENT IN THAT PARTICULAR CONCEPTION, AND HOW MUCH IN THIS; WHILE, I SAY, IGNORANCE ON THESE POINTS PREVAILS ON THE PART OF THESE (ASTROLOGERS), AN ACCURATE COMPREHENSION OF CONCEPTION IS PUT OUT OF THE QUESTION. AND IF, AS SOME NATURAL PHILOSOPHERS HAVE ASSERTED, THE SEED, REMAINING STATIONARY FIRST, AND UNDERGOING ALTERATION IN THE WOMB, THEN ENTERS THE (WOMB'S) OPENED BLOOD-VESSELS, AS THE SEEDS OF THE EARTH SINK INTO THE GROUND; FROM THIS IT WILL FOLLOW, THAT THOSE WHO ARE NOT ACQUAINTED WITH THE QUANTITY OF TIME OCCUPIED BY THE CHANGE, WILL NOT BE AWARE OF THE PRECISE MOMENT OF CONCEPTION EITHER. AND, MOREOVER, AS WOMEN DIFFER FROM ONE ANOTHER IN THE OTHER PARTS OF THE BODY, BOTH AS REGARDS ENERGY AND IN OTHER RESPECTS, SO ALSO (IT IS REASONABLE TO SUPPOSE THAT THEY DIFFER FROM ONE ANOTHER) IN RESPECT OF ENERGY OF WOMB, SOME CONCEIVING QUICKER, AND OTHERS SLOWER. AND THIS IS NOT STRANGE, SINCE ALSO WOMEN, WHEN THEMSELVES COMPARED WITH THEMSELVES, AT TIMES ARE OBSERVED HAVING A STRONG DISPOSITION TOWARDS CONCEPTION, BUT AT TIMES WITH NO SUCH TENDENCY. AND WHEN THIS IS SO, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY WITH ACCURACY WHEN THE DEPOSITED SEED COALESCES, IN ORDER THAT FROM THIS TIME THE CHALDEANS MAY FIX THE HOROSCOPE OF THE BIRTH. 
CHAP. IV.--IMPOSSIBILITY OF FIXING THE HOROSCOPE; FAILURE OF AN ATTEMPT TO DO THIS AT THE PERIOD OF BIRTH. 
FOR THIS REASON, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO FIX THE HOROSCOPE FROM THE (PERIOD OF) CONCEPTION. BUT NEITHER CAN THIS BE DONE FROM (THAT OF) BIRTH. FOR, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THERE EXISTS THE DIFFICULTY AS TO WHEN IT CAN BE DECLARED THAT THERE IS A BIRTH; WHETHER IT IS WHEN THE FETUS BEGINS TO INCLINE TOWARDS THE ORIFICE, OR WHEN IT MAY PROJECT A LITTLE, OR WHEN IT MAY BE BORNE TO THE GROUND. NEITHER IS IT IN EACH OF THESE CASES POSSIBLE TO COMPREHEND THE PRECISE MOMENT OF PARTURITION, OR TO DEFINE THE TIME. FOR ALSO ON ACCOUNT OF DISPOSITION OF SOUL, AND ON ACCOUNT OF SUITABLENESS OF BODY, AND ON ACCOUNT OF CHOICE OF THE PARTS, AND ON ACCOUNT OF EXPERIENCE IN THE MIDWIFE, AND OTHER ENDLESS CAUSES, THE TIME IS NOT THE SAME AT WHICH THE FETUS INCLINES TOWARDS THE ORIFICE, WHEN THE MEMBRANES ARE RUPTURED, OR WHEN IT PROJECTS A LITTLE, OR IS DEPOSITED ON THE GROUND; BUT THE PERIOD IS DIFFERENT IN THE CASE OF DIFFERENT INDIVIDUALS. AND WHEN THE CHALDEANS ARE NOT ABLE DEFINITELY AND ACCURATELY TO CALCULATE THIS, THEY WILL FAIL, AS THEY OUGHT, TO DETERMINE THE PERIOD OF EMERGENCE. THAT, THEN, THE CHALDEANS PROFESS TO BE ACQUAINTED WITH THE HOROSCOPE AT THE PERIODS OF BIRTH, BUT IN REALITY DO NOT KNOW IT, IS EVIDENT FROM THESE CONSIDERATIONS. BUT THAT NEITHER IS THEIR HOROSCOPE INFALLIBLE, IT IS EASY TO CONCLUDE. FOR WHEN THEY ALLEGE THAT THE PERSON SITTING BESIDE THE WOMAN IN TRAVAIL AT THE TIME OF PARTURITION GIVES, BY STRIKING A METALLIC RIM, A SIGN TO THE CHALDEAN, WHO FROM AN ELEVATED PLACE IS CONTEMPLATING THE STARS, AND HE, LOOKING TOWARDS HEAVEN, MARKS DOWN THE RISING ZODIACAL SIGN; IN THE FIRST PLACE, WE SHALL PROVE TO THEM, THAT WHEN PARTURITION HAPPENS INDEFINITELY, AS WE HAVE SHOWN A LITTLE BEFORE, NEITHER IS IT EASY TO SIGNIFY THIS (BIRTH) BY STRIKING THE METALLIC RIM. HOWEVER, GRANT THAT THE BIRTH IS COMPREHENSIBLE, YET NEITHER IS IT POSSIBLE TO SIGNIFY THIS AT THE EXACT TIME; FOR AS THE NOISE OF THE METALLIC PLATE IS CAPABLE OF BEING DIVIDED BY A LONGER TIME AND ONE PROTRACTED, IN REFERENCE TO PERCEPTION, IT HAPPENS THAT THE SOUND IS CARRIED TO THE HEIGHT (WITH PROPORTIONATE DELAY). AND THE FOLLOWING PROOF MAY BE OBSERVED IN THE CASE OF THOSE FELLING TIMBER AT A DISTANCE. FOR A SUFFICIENTLY LONG TIME AFTER THE DESCENT OF THE AXE, THE SOUND OF THE STROKE IS HEARD, SO THAT IT TAKES A LONGER TIME TO REACH THE LISTENER. AND FOR THIS REASON, THEREFORE, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THE CHALDEANS ACCURATELY TO TAKE THE TIME OF THE RISING ZODIACAL SIGN, AND CONSEQUENTLY THE TIME WHEN ONE CAN MAKE THE HOROSCOPE WITH TRUTH. AND NOT ONLY DOES MORE TIME SEEM TO ELAPSE AFTER PARTURITION, WHEN HE WHO IS SITTING BESIDE THE WOMAN IN LABOUR STRIKES THE METALLIC PLATE, AND NEXT AFTER THE SOUND REACHES THE LISTENER, THAT IS, THE PERSON WHO HAS GONE UP TO THE ELEVATED POSITION; BUT ALSO, WHILE HE IS GLANCING AROUND AND LOOKING TO ASCERTAIN IN WHICH OF THE ZODIACAL SIGNS IS THE MOON, AND IN WHICH APPEARS EACH OF THE REST OF THE STARS, IT NECESSARILY FOLLOWS THAT THERE IS A DIFFERENT POSITION IN REGARD OF THE STARS, THE MOTION OF THE POLE WHIFFING THEM ON WITH INCALCULABLE VELOCITY, BEFORE WHAT IS SEEN IN THE HEAVENS IS CAREFULLY ADJUSTED TO THE MOMENT WHEN THE PERSON IS BORN. 
CHAP. V.--ANOTHER METHOD OF FIXING THE HOROSCOPE AT BIRTH; EQUALLY FUTILE; USE OF THE CLEPSYDRA IN ASTROLOGY; THE PREDICTIONS OF THE CHALDEANS NOT VERIFIED. 
IN THIS WAY, THE ART PRACTICED BY THE CHALDEANS WILL BE SHOWN TO BE UNSTABLE. SHOULD ANY ONE, HOWEVER, ALLEGE THAT, BY QUESTIONS PUT TO HIM WHO INQUIRES FROM THE CHALDEANS, THE BIRTH CAN BE ASCERTAINED, NOT EVEN BY THIS PLAN IS IT POSSIBLE TO ARRIVE AT THE PRECISE PERIOD. FOR IF, SUPPOSING ANY SUCH ATTENTION ON THEIR PART IN REFERENCE TO THEIR ART TO BE ON RECORD, EVEN THESE DO NOT ATTAIN--AS WE HAVE PROVED -UNTO ACCURACY EITHER, HOW, WE ASK, CAN AN UNSOPHISTICATED INDIVIDUAL COMPREHEND PRECISELY THE TIME OF PARTURITION, IN ORDER THAT THE CHALDEAN ACQUIRING THE REQUISITE INFORMATION FROM THIS PERSON MAY SET THE HOROSCOPE CORRECTLY? BUT NEITHER FROM THE APPEARANCE OF THE HORIZON WILL THE RISING STAR SEEM THE SAME EVERYWHERE; BUT IN ONE PLACE ITS DECLINATION WILL BE SUPPOSED TO BE THE HOROSCOPE, AND IN ANOTHER THE ASCENSION (WILL BE THOUGHT) THE HOROSCOPE, ACCORDING AS THE PLACES COME INTO VIEW, BEING EITHER LOWER OR HIGHER. WHEREFORE, ALSO, FROM THIS QUARTER AN ACCURATE PREDICTION WILL NOT APPEAR, SINCE MANY MAY BE BORN THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE WORLD AT THE SAME HOUR, EACH FROM A DIFFERENT DIRECTION OBSERVING THE STARS. BUT THE SUPPOSED COMPREHENSION (OF THE PERIOD OF PARTURITION) BY MEANS OF CLEPSYDRAS IS LIKEWISE FUTILE. FOR THE CONTENTS OF THE JAR WILL NOT FLOW OUT IN THE SAME TIME WHEN IT IS FULL AS WHEN IT IS HALF EMPTY; YET, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN ACCOUNT, THE POLE ITSELF BY A SINGLE IMPULSE IS WHIFFED ALONG AT AN EQUABLE VELOCITY. IF, HOWEVER, EVADING THE ARGUMENT, THEY SHOULD AFFIRM THAT THEY DO NOT TAKE THE TIME PRECISELY, BUT AS IT HAPPENS IN ANY PARTICULAR LATITUDE, THEY WILL BE REFUTED ALMOST BY THE SIDEREAL INFLUENCES THEMSELVES. FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN BORN AT THE SAME TIME DO NOT SPEND THE SAME LIFE, BUT SOME, FOR EXAMPLE, HAVE BEEN MADE KINGS, AND OTHERS HAVE GROWN OLD IN FETTERS. THERE HAS BEEN BORN NONE EQUAL, AT ALL EVENTS TO ALEXANDER THE MACEDONIAN, THOUGH MANY WERE BROUGHT FORTH ALONG WITH HIM THROUGHOUT THE EARTH; (AND) NONE EQUAL TO THE PHILOSOPHER PLATO. WHEREFORE THE CHALDEAN, EXAMINING THE TIME OF THE BIRTH IN ANY PARTICULAR LATITUDE, WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SAY ACCURATELY, WHETHER A PERSON BORN AT THIS TIME WILL BE PROSPEROUS. MANY, I TAKE IT, BORN AT THIS TIME, HAVE BEEN UNFORTUNATE, SO THAT THE SIMILARITY ACCORDING TO DISPOSITIONS IS FUTILE. HAVING, THEN, BY DIFFERENT REASONS AND VARIOUS METHODS, REFUTED THE INEFFECTUAL MODE OF EXAMINATION ADOPTED BY THE CHALDEANS, NEITHER SHALL WE OMIT THIS, NAMELY, TO SHOW THAT THEIR PREDICTIONS WILL EVENTUATE IN INEXPLICABLE DIFFICULTIES. FOR IF, AS THE MATHEMATICIANS ASSERT, IT IS NECESSARY THAT ONE BORN UNDER THE BARB OF SAGITTARIUS' ARROW SHOULD MEET WITH A VIOLENT DEATH, HOW WAS IT THAT SO MANY MYRIADS OF THE BARBARIANS THAT FOUGHT WITH THE GREEKS AT MARATHON OR SALAMIS WERE SIMULTANEOUSLY SLAUGHTERED? FOR UNQUESTIONABLY THERE WAS NOT THE SAME HOROSCOPE IN THE CASE, AT ALL EVENTS, OF THEM ALL. AND AGAIN, IT IS SAID THAT ONE BORN UNDER THE URN OF AQUARIUS WILL SUFFER SHIPWRECK: (YET) HOW IS IT THAT SO MANY OF THE GREEKS THAT RETURNED FROM TROY WERE OVERWHELMED IN THE DEEP AROUND THE INDENTED SHORES OF EUBOEA? FOR IT IS INCREDIBLE THAT ALL, DISTANT FROM ONE ANOTHER BY A LONG INTERVAL OF DURATION, SHOULD HAVE BEEN BORN UNDER THE URN OF AQUARIUS. FOR IT IS NOT REASONABLE TO SAY, THAT FREQUENTLY, FOR ONE WHOSE FATE IT WAS TO BE DESTROYED IN THE SEA, ALL WHO WERE WITH HIM IN THE SAME VESSEL SHOULD PERISH. FOR WHY SHOULD THE DOOM OF THIS MAN SUBDUE THE (DESTINIES) OF ALL? NAY, BUT WHY, ON ACCOUNT OF ONE FOR WHOM IT WAS ALLOTTED TO DIE ON LAND, SHOULD NOT ALL BE PRESERVED? 
CHAP. VI.--ZODIACAL INFLUENCE; ORIGIN OF SIDEREAL NAMES. 
BUT SINCE ALSO THEY FRAME AN ACCOUNT CONCERNING THE ACTION OF THE ZODIACAL SIGNS, TO WHICH THEY SAY THE CREATURES THAT ARE PROCREATED ARE ASSIMILATED, NEITHER SHALL WE OMIT THIS: AS, FOR INSTANCE, THAT ONE BORN IN LEO WILL DE BRAVE; AND THAT ONE BORN IN VIRGO WILL HAVE LONG STRAIGHT HAIR, BE OF A FAIR COMPLEXION, CHILDLESS, MODEST. THESE STATEMENTS, HOWEVER, AND OTHERS SIMILAR TO THEM, ARE RATHER DESERVING OF LAUGHTER THAN SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. FOR, ACCORDING TO THEM, IT IS POSSIBLE FOR NO AETHIOPIAN TO BE BORN IN VIRGO; OTHERWISE HE WOULD ALLOW THAT SUCH A ONE IS WHITE, WITH LONG STRAIGHT HAIR AND THE REST. BUT I AM RATHER OF OPINION, THAT THE ANCIENTS IMPOSED THE NAMES OF RECEIVED ANIMALS UPON CERTAIN SPECIFIED STARS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF KNOWING THEM BETTER, NOT FROM ANY SIMILARITY OF NATURE; FOR WHAT HAVE THE SEVEN STARS, DISTANT ONE FROM ANOTHER, IN COMMON WITH A BEAR, OR THE FIVE STARS WITH THE HEAD OF A DRAGON?--IN REGARD OF WHICH ARATUS SAYS:- "BUT TWO HIS TEMPLES, AND TWO HIS EYES, AND ONE BENEATH REACHES THE END OF THE HUGE MONSTER'S LAW." 
CHAP. VII.--PRACTICAL ABSURDITY OF THE CHALDAIC ART; DEVELOPMENT OF THE ART. 
IN THIS MANNER ALSO, THAT THESE POINTS ARE NOT DESERVING SO MUCH LABOUR, IS EVIDENT TO THOSE WHO PREFER TO THINK CORRECTLY, AND DO NOT ATTEND TO THE BOMBAST OF THE CHALDEANS, WHO CONSIGN MONARCHS TO UTTER OBSCURITY, BY PERFECTING COWARDICE IN THEM, AND ROUSE PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS TO DARE GREAT EXPLOITS. BUT IF ANY ONE, SURRENDERING HIMSELF TO EVIL, IS GUILTY OF DELINQUENCY, HE WHO HAS BEEN THUS DECEIVED DOES NOT BECOME A TEACHER TO ALL WHOM THE CHALDEANS ARE DISPOSED TO MISLEAD BY THEIR MISTAKES. (FAR FROM IT); (THESE ASTROLOGERS) IMPEL THE MINDS (OF THEIR DUPES, AS THEY WOULD HAVE THEM), INTO ENDLESS PERTURBATION, (WHEN) THEY AFFIRM THAT A CONFIGURATION OF THE SAME STARS COULD NOT RETURN TO A SIMILAR POSITION, OTHERWISE THAN BY THE RENEWAL OF THE GREAT YEAR, THROUGH A SPACE OF SEVEN THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY AND SEVEN YEARS. HOW THEN, I ASK, WILL HUMAN OBSERVATION FOR ONE BIRTH BE ABLE TO HARMONIZE WITH SO MANY AGES; AND THIS NOT ONCE, (BUT OFTENTIMES, WHEN A DESTRUCTION OF THE WORLD, AS SOME HAVE STATED, WOULD INTERCEPT THE PROGRESS OF THIS GREAT YEAR; OR A TERRESTRIAL CONVULSION, THOUGH PARTIAL, WOULD UTTERLY BREAK THE CONTINUITY OF THE HISTORICAL TRADITION)? THE CHALDAIC ART MUST NECESSARILY BE REFUTED BY A GREATER NUMBER OF ARGUMENTS, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE BEEN REMINDING (OUR READERS) OF IT ON ACCOUNT OF OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES, NOT PECULIARLY ON ACCOUNT OF THE ART ITSELF. SINCE, HOWEVER, WE HAVE DETERMINED TO OMIT NONE OF THE OPINIONS ADVANCED BY GENTILE PHILOSOPHERS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE NOTORIOUS KNAVERY OF THE HERETICS, LET US SEE WHAT THEY ALSO SAY WHO HAVE ATTEMPTED TO PROPOUND DOCTRINES CONCERNING MAGNITUDES,--WHO, OBSERVING THE FRUITLESS LABOUR OF THE MAJORITY (OF SPECULATORS), WHERE EACH AFTER A DIFFERENT FASHION COINED HIS OWN FALSEHOODS AND ATTAINED CELEBRITY, HAVE VENTURED TO MAKE SOME GREATER ASSERTION, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT BE HIGHLY MAGNIFIED BY THOSE WHO MIGHTILY EXTOL THEIR CONTEMPTIBLE LIES. THESE SUPPOSE THE EXISTENCE OF CIRCLES, AND MEASURES, AND TRIANGLES, AND SQUARES, BOTH IN TWOFOLD AND THREEFOLD ARRAY. THEIR ARGUMENTATION, HOWEVER, IN REGARD OF THIS MATTER, IS EXTENSIVE, YET IT IS NOT NECESSARY IN REFERENCE TO THE SUBJECT WHICH WE HAVE TAKEN IN HAND. 
CHAP. VIII.--PRODIGIES OF THE ASTROLOGERS; SYSTEM OF THE ASTRONOMERS; CHALDEAN DOCTRINE OF CIRCLES; DISTANCES OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES. 
I RECKON IT THEN SUFFICIENT TO DECLARE THE PRODIGIES DETAILED BY THESE MEN. WHEREFORE, EMPLOYING CONDENSED ACCOUNTS OF WHAT THEY AFFIRM, I SHALL TURN MY ATTENTION TO THE OTHER POINTS (THAT REMAIN TO BE CONSIDERED). NOW THEY MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS. THE CREATOR COMMUNICATED PRE-EMINENT POWER TO THE ORBITAL MOTION OF THE IDENTICAL AND SIMILAR (CIRCLE), FOR HE PERMITTED THE REVOLUTION OF IT TO BE ONE AND INDIVISIBLE; BUT AFTER DIVIDING THIS INTERNALLY INTO SIX PARTS, (AND THUS HAVING FORMED) SEVEN UNEQUAL CIRCLES, ACCORDING TO EACH INTERVAL OF A TWOFOLD AND THREEFOLD DIMENSION, HE COMMANDED, SINCE THERE WERE THREE OF EACH, THAT THE CIRCLES SHOULD TRAVEL IN ORBITS CONTRARY TO ONE ANOTHER, THREE INDEED (OUT OF THE AGGREGATE OF SEVEN) BEING WHIRLED ALONG WITH EQUAL VELOCITY, AND FOUR OF THEM WITH A SPEED DISSIMILAR TO EACH OTHER AND TO THE REMAINING THREE, YET (ALL) ACCORDING TO A DEFINITE PRINCIPLE. FOR HE AFFIRMS THAT THE MASTERY WAS COMMUNICATED TO THE ORBITAL MOTION OF THE SAME (CIRCLE), NOT ONLY SINCE IT EMBRACES THE MOTION OF THE OTHER, THAT, IS, THE ERRATIC STARS, BUT BECAUSE ALSO IT POSSESSES SO GREAT MASTERY, THAT IS, SO GREAT POWER, THAT EVEN IT LEADS ROUND, ALONG WITH ITSELF, BY A PECULIAR STRENGTH OF ITS OWN, THOSE HEAVENLY BODIES--THAT IS, THE ERRATIC STARS--THAT ARE WHIRLED ALONG IN CONTRARY DIRECTIONS FROM WEST TO EAST, AND, IN LIKE MANNER, FROM EAST TO WEST. AND HE ASSERTS THAT THIS MOTION WAS ALLOWED TO BE ONE AND INDIVISIBLE, IN THE FIRST PLACE, INASMUCH AS THE REVOLUTIONS OF ALL THE FIXED STARS WERE ACCOMPLISHED IN EQUAL PERIODS OF TIME, AND WERE NOT DISTINGUISHED ACCORDING TO GREATER OR LESS PORTIONS OF DURATION. IN THE NEXT PLACE, THEY ALL PRESENT THE SAME PHASE AS THAT WHICH BELONGS TO THE OUTERMOST MOTION; WHEREAS THE ERRATIC STARS HAVE BEEN DISTRIBUTED INTO GREATER AND VARYING PERIODS FOR THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THEIR MOVEMENTS, AND INTO UNEQUAL DISTANCES FROM EARTH. AND HE ASSERTS THAT THE MOTION IN SIX PARTS OF THE OTHER HAS BEEN DISTRIBUTED PROBABLY INTO SEVEN CIRCLES. FOR AS MANY AS ARE SECTIONS OF EACH (CIRCLE)--I ALLUDE TO MONADS OF THE SECTIONS --BECOME SEGMENTS; FOR EXAMPLE, IF THE DIVISION BE BY ONE SECTION, THERE WILL BE TWO SEGMENTS; IF BY TWO, THREE SEGMENTS; AND SO, IF ANYTHING BE CUT INTO SIX PARTS, THERE WILL BE SEVEN SEGMENTS. AND HE SAYS THAT THE DISTANCES OF THESE ARE ALTERNATELY ARRANGED BOTH IN DOUBLE AND TRIPLE ORDER, THERE BEING THREE OF EACH, A PRINCIPLE WHICH, HE HAS ATTEMPTED TO PROVE, HOLDS GOOD OF THE COMPOSITION OF THE SOUL LIKEWISE, AS DEPENDING UPON THE SEVEN NUMBERS. FOR AMONG THEM THERE ARE FROM THE MONAD THREE DOUBLE (NUMBERS), VIZ., 2, 4, 8, AND THREE TRIPLE ONES, VIZ., 3, 9, 27. BUT THE DIAMETER OF EARTH IS 80,108 STADII; AND THE PERIMETER OF EARTH, 250,543 STADII; AND THE DISTANCE ALSO FROM THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH TO THE LUNAR CIRCLE, ARISTARCHUS THE SAMIAN COMPUTES AT 8,000,178 STADII, BUT APOLLONIUS 5,000,000, WHEREAS ARCHIMEDES COMPUTES IT AT 5,544,1300. AND FROM THE LUNAR TO SOLAR CIRCLE, (ACCORDING TO THE LAST AUTHORITY,) ARE 50,262,065 STADII; AND FROM THIS TO THE CIRCLE OF VENUS, 20,272,065 STADII; AND FROM THIS TO THE CIRCLE OF MERCURY, 50,817,165 STADII; AND FROM THIS TO THE CIRCLE OF MARS, 40,541,108 STADII; AND FROM THIS TO THE CIRCLE OF JUPITER, 20,275,000 STADII; AND FROM THIS TO THE CIRCLE OF SATURN, 40,372,065 STADII; AND FROM THIS TO THE ZODIAC AND THE FURTHEST PERIPHERY, 20,082,005 STADII. 
CHAP. IX.--FURTHER ASTRONOMIC CALCULATIONS. 
THE MUTUAL DISTANCES OF THE CIRCLES AND SPHERES, AND THE DEPTHS, ARE RENDERED BY ARCHIMEDES. HE TAKES THE PERIMETER OF THE ZODIAC AT 447,310,000 STADII; SO THAT IT FOLLOWS THAT A STRAIGHT LINE FROM THE CENTRE OF THE EARTH TO THE MOST OUTWARD SUPERFICIES WOULD BE THE SIXTH OF THE AFORESAID NUMBER, BUT THAT THE LINE FROM THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH ON WHICH WE TREAD TO THE ZODIAC WOULD BE A SIXTH OF THE AFORESAID NUMBER, LESS BY FOUR MYRIADS OF STADII, WHICH IS THE DISTANCE FROM THE CENTER OF THE EARTH TO ITS SURFACE. AND FROM THE CIRCLE OF SATURN TO THE EARTH HE SAYS THE DISTANCE IS 2,226,912,711 STADII; AND FROM THE CIRCLE OF JUPITER TO EARTH, 502,770,646 STADII; AND FROM THE CIRCLE OF MARS TO EARTH, 132,418,581. FROM THE SUN TO EARTH, 121,604,454; AND FROM MERCURY TO THE EARTH, 526,882,259; AND FROM VENUS TO EARTH, 50,815,160. 
CHAP. X.--THEORY OF STELLAR MOTION AND DISTANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH HARMONY. 
CONCERNING THE MOON, HOWEVER, A STATEMENT HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY MADE. THE DISTANCES AND PROFUNDITIES OF THE SPHERES ARCHIMEDES THUS RENDERS; BUT A DIFFERENT DECLARATION REGARDING THEM HAS BEEN MADE BY HIPPARCHUS; AND A DIFFERENT ONE STILL BY APOLLONIUS THE MATHEMATICIAN. IT IS SUFFICIENT, HOWEVER, FOR US, FOLLOWING THE PLATONIC OPINION, TO SUPPOSE TWOFOLD AND THREEFOLD DISTANCES FROM ONE ANOTHER OF THE ERRATIC STARS; FOR THE DOCTRINE IS THUS PRESERVED OF THE COMPOSITION OF THE UNIVERSE OUT OF HARMONY, ON CONCORDANT PRINCIPLES IN KEEPING WITH THESE DISTANCES. THE NUMBERS, HOWEVER, ADVANCED BY ARCHIMEDES, AND THE ACCOUNTS RENDERED BY THE REST CONCERNING THE DISTANCES, IF THEY BE NOT ON PRINCIPLES OF SYMPHONY, THAT IS, THE DOUBLE AND TRIPLE (DISTANCES) SPOKEN OF BY PLATO,--BUT ARE DISCOVERED INDEPENDENT OF HARMONIES, WOULD NOT PRESERVE THE DOCTRINE OF THE FORMATION OF THE UNIVERSE ACCORDING TO HARMONY. FOR IT IS NEITHER CREDIBLE NOR POSSIBLE THAT THE DISTANCES OF THESE SHOULD BE BOTH CONTRARY TO SOME REASONABLE PLAN, AND INDEPENDENT OF HARMONIOUS AND PROPORTIONAL PRINCIPLES, EXCEPT PERHAPS ONLY THE MOON, ON ACCOUNT OF WANING’S AND THE SHADOW OF THE EARTH, IN REGARD ALSO OF THE DISTANCE OF WHICH ALONE--THAT IS, THE LUNAR (PLANET) FROM EARTH--ONE MAY TRUST ARCHIMEDES. IT WILL, HOWEVER, BE EASY FOR THOSE WHO, ACCORDING TO THE PLATONIC DOGMA ITSELF, ADOPT THIS DISTANCE TO COMPREHEND BY NUMERICAL CALCULATION (INTERVALS) ACCORDING TO WHAT IS DOUBLE AND TRIPLE, AS PLATO REQUIRES, AND THE REST OF THE DISTANCES. IF, THEN, ACCORDING TO ARCHIMEDES, THE MOON IS DISTANT FROM THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH 5,544,130 STADII, BY INCREASING THESE NUMBERS DOUBLE AND TRIPLE, (IT WILL BE) EASY TO FIND ALSO THE DISTANCES OF THE REST, AS IF SUBTRACTING ONE PART OF THE NUMBER OF STADII WHICH THE MOON IS DISTANT FROM THE EARTH. BUT BECAUSE THE REST OF THE NUMBERS--THOSE ALLEGED BY ARCHIMEDES CONCERNING THE DISTANCE OF THE ERRATIC STARS--ARE NOT BASED ON PRINCIPLES OF CONCORD, IT IS EASY TO UNDERSTAND--THAT IS, FOR THOSE WHO ATTEND TO THE MATTER--HOW THE NUMBERS ARE MUTUALLY RELATED, AND ON WHAT PRINCIPLES THEY DEPEND. THAT, HOWEVER, THEY SHOULD NOT BE IN HARMONY AND SYMPHONY--I MEAN THOSE THAT ARE PARTS OF THE WORLD WHICH CONSISTS ACCORDING TO HARMONY--THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE. SINCE, THEREFORE, THE FIRST NUMBER WHICH THE MOON IS DISTANT FROM THE EARTH IS 5,544,130, THE SECOND NUMBER WHICH THE SUN IS DISTANT FROM THE MOON BEING 50,272,065, SUBSISTS BY A GREATER COMPUTATION THAN NINE-FOLD. BUT THE HIGHER NUMBER IN REFERENCE TO THIS, BEING 20,272,065, IS (COMPRISED) IN A GREATER COMPUTATION THAN HALF. THE NUMBER, HOWEVER, SUPERIOR TO THIS, WHICH IS 50,817,165, IS CONTAINED IN A GREATER COMPUTATION THAN HALF. BUT THE NUMBER SUPERIOR TO THIS, WHICH IS 40,541,108, IS CONTAINED IN A LESS COMPUTATION THAN TWO-FIFTHS. BUT THE NUMBER SUPERIOR TO THIS, WHICH IS 20,275,065, IS CONTAINED IN A GREATER COMPUTATION THAN HALF. THE FINAL NUMBER, HOWEVER, WHICH IS 40,372,065, IS COMPRISED IN A LESS COMPUTATION THAN DOUBLE. 
CHAP. XI.--THEORY OF THE SIZE OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH NUMERICAL HARMONIES. 
THESE (NUMERICAL) RELATIONS, THEREFORE, THE GREATER THAN NINE-FOLD, AND LESS THAN HALF, AND GREATER THAN DOUBLE, AND LESS THAN TWO-FIFTHS, AND GREATER THAN HALF, AND LESS THAN DOUBLE, ARE BEYOND ALL SYMPHONIES, FROM WHICH NOT ANY PROPORTIONATE OR HARMONIC SYSTEM COULD BE PRODUCED. BUT THE WHOLE WORLD, AND THE PARTS OF IT, ARE IN ALL RESPECTS SIMILARLY FRAMED IN CONFORMITY WITH PROPORTION AND HARMONY. THE PROPORTIONATE AND HARMONIC RELATIONS, HOWEVER, ARE PRESERVED--AS WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY STATED--BY DOUBLE AND TRIPLE INTERVALS. IF, THEREFORE, WE CONSIDER ARCHIMEDES RELIABLE IN THE CASE OF ONLY THE FIRST DISTANCE, THAT FROM THE MOON TO THE EARTH, IT IS EASY ALSO TO FIND THE REST (OF THE INTERVALS), BY MULTIPLYING (THEM) BY DOUBLE AND TREBLE. LET THEN THE DISTANCE, ACCORDING TO ARCHIMEDES, FROM EARTH TO MOON BE 5,544,130 STADII; THERE WILL THEREFORE BE THE DOUBLE NUMBER OF THIS OF STADII WHICH THE SUN IS DISTANT FROM THE MOON, VIZ. 11,088,260. BUT THE SUN IS DISTANT FROM THE EARTH 16,632,390 STADII; AND VENUS IS LIKEWISE DISTANT FROM THE SUN 16,632,390 STADII, BUT FROM THE EARTH 33,264,780 STADII; AND MERCURY IS DISTANT FROM VENUS 22,176,520 STADII, BUT FROM EARTH 55,441,300 STADII; AND MARS IS DISTANT FROM MERCURY 49,897, 170 STADII, AND FROM EARTH 105,338,470 STADII; AND JUPITER IS DISTANT FROM MARS 44,353,040 STADII, BUT FROM EARTH 149,691,510 STADII; SATURN IS DISTANT FROM JUPITER 149,691,510 STADII, BUT FROM EARTH 299,383,020 STADII. 
CHAP. XII.--WASTE OF MENTAL ENERGY IN THE SYSTEMS OF THE ASTROLOGERS. 
WHO WILL NOT FEEL ASTONISHMENT AT THE EXERTION OF SO MUCH DEEP THOUGHT WITH SO MUCH TOIL? THIS PTOLEMY, HOWEVER--A CAREFUL INVESTIGATOR OF THESE MATTERS--DOES NOT SEEM TO ME TO BE USELESS; BUT ONLY THIS GRIEVES (ONE), THAT BEING RECENTLY BORN, HE COULD NOT BE OF SERVICE TO THE SONS OF THE GIANTS, WHO, BEING IGNORANT OF THESE MEASURES, AND SUPPOSING THAT THE HEIGHTS OF HEAVEN WERE NEAR, ENDEAVORED IN VAIN TO CONSTRUCT A TOWER. AND SO, IF AT THAT TIME HE WERE PRESENT TO EXPLAIN TO THEM THESE MEASURES, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE MADE THE DARING ATTEMPT INEFFECTUALLY. BUT IF ANY ONE PROFESSES NOT TO HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THIS (ASTRONOMER'S CALCULATIONS), LET HIM BY MEASURING BE PERSUADED (OF THEIR ACCURACY); FOR IN REFERENCE TO THOSE INCREDULOUS ON THE POINT, ONE CANNOT HAVE A MORE MANIFEST PROOF THAN THIS. O, PRIDE OF VAIN-TOILING SOUL, AND INCREDIBLE BELIEF, THAT PTOLEMY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED PRE-EMINENTLY WISE AMONG THOSE WHO HAVE CULTIVATED SIMILAR WISDOM! 
CHAP. XIII.--MENTION OF THE HERETIC COLARBASUS; ALLIANCE BETWEEN HERESY AND THE PYTHAGOREAN PHILOSOPHY. 
CERTAIN, ADHERING PARTLY TO THESE, AS IF HAVING PROPOUNDED GREAT CONCLUSIONS, AND SUPPOSED THINGS WORTHY OF REASON, HAVE FRAMED ENORMOUS AND ENDLESS HERESIES; AND ONE OF THESE IS COLARBASUS, WHO ATTEMPTS TO EXPLAIN RELIGION BY MEASURES AND NUMBERS. AND OTHERS THERE ARE (WHO ACT) IN LIKE MANNER, WHOSE TENETS WE SHALL EXPLAIN WHEN WE COMMENCE TO SPEAK OF WHAT CONCERNS THOSE WHO GIVE HEED TO PYTHAGOREAN CALCULATION AS POSSIBLE; AND UTTERING VAIN PROPHECIES, HASTILY ASSUME AS SECURE THE PHILOSOPHY BY NUMBERS AND ELEMENTS. NOW CERTAIN (SPECULATORS), APPROPRIATING SIMILAR REASONINGS FROM THESE, DECEIVE UNSOPHISTICATED INDIVIDUALS, ALLEGING THEMSELVES ENDUED WITH FORESIGHT; SOMETIMES, AFTER UTTERING MANY PREDICTIONS, HAPPENING ON A SINGLE FULFILMENT, AND NOT ABASHED BY MANY FAILURES, BUT MAKING THEIR BOAST IN THIS ONE. NEITHER SHALL I PASS OVER THE WITLESS PHILOSOPHY OF THESE MEN; BUT, AFTER EXPLAINING IT, I SHALL PROVE THAT THOSE WHO ATTEMPT TO FORM A SYSTEM OF RELIGION OUT OF THESE (AFORESAID ELEMENTS), ARE DISCIPLES OF A SCHOOL WEAK AND FULL OF KNAVERY. 
CHAP. XIV.--SYSTEM OF THE ARITHMETICIANS; PREDICTIONS THROUGH CALCULATIONS; NUMERICAL ROOTS; TRANSFERENCE OF THESE DOCTRINES TO LETTERS; EXAMPLES IN PARTICULAR NAMES; DIFFERENT METHODS OF CALCULATION; PRESCIENCE POSSIBLE BY THESE. 
THOSE, THEN, WHO SUPPOSE THAT THEY PROPHESY BY MEANS OF CALCULATIONS AND NUMBERS, AND ELEMENTS AND NAMES, CONSTITUTE THE ORIGIN OF THEIR ATTEMPTED SYSTEM TO BE AS FOLLOWS. THEY AFFIRM THAT THERE IS A ROOT OF EACH OF THE NUMBERS; IN THE CASE OF THOUSANDS, SO MANY MONADS AS THERE ARE THOUSANDS: FOR EXAMPLE, THE ROOT OF SIX THOUSAND, SIX MONADS; OF SEVEN THOUSAND, SEVEN MONADS; OF EIGHT THOUSAND, EIGHT MONADS; AND IN THE CASE OF THE REST, IN LIKE MANNER, ACCORDING TO THE SAME (PROPORTION). AND IN THE CASE OF HUNDREDS, AS MANY HUNDREDS AS THERE ARE, SO MANY MONADS ARE THE ROOT OF THEM: FOR INSTANCE, OF SEVEN HUNDRED THERE ARE SEVEN HUNDRED’S; THE ROOT OF THESE IS SEVEN MONADS: OF SIX HUNDRED, SIX HUNDRED’S; THE ROOT OF THESE, SIX MONADS. AND IT IS SIMILAR RESPECTING DECADES: FOR OF EIGHTY (THE ROOT IS) EIGHT MONADS; AND OF SIXTY, SIX MONADS; OF FORTY, FOUR MONADS; OF TEN, ONE MONAD. AND IN THE CASE OF MONADS, THE MONADS THEMSELVES ARE A ROOT: FOR INSTANCE, OF NINE, NINE; OF EIGHT, EIGHT; OF SEVEN, SEVEN. IN THIS WAY, ALSO, OUGHT WE THEREFORE TO ACT IN THE CASE OF THE ELEMENTS (OF WORDS), FOR EACH LETTER HAS BEEN ARRANGED ACCORDING TO A CERTAIN NUMBER: FOR INSTANCE, THE LETTER N ACCORDING TO FIFTY MONADS; BUT OF FIFTY MONADS FIVE IS THE ROOT, AND THE ROOT OF THE LETTER N IS (THEREFORE) FIVE. GRANT THAT FROM SOME NAME WE TAKE CERTAIN ROOTS OF IT. FOR INSTANCE, (FROM) THE NAME AGAMEMNON, THERE IS OF THE A, ONE MONAD; AND OF THE G, THREE MONADS; AND OF THE OTHER A, ONE MONAD; OF THE M, FOUR MONADS; OF THE E, FIVE MONADS; OF THE M, FOUR MONADS; OF THE N, FIVE MONADS; OF THE (LONG) O, EIGHT MONADS; OF THE N, FIVE MONADS; WHICH, BROUGHT TOGETHER INTO ONE SERIES, WILL BE 1, 3, 1, 4, 5, 4, 5, 8, 5; AND THESE ADDED TOGETHER MAKE UP 36 MONADS. AGAIN, THEY TAKE THE ROOTS OF THESE, AND THEY BECOME THREE IN THE CASE OF THE NUMBER THIRTY, BUT ACTUALLY SIX IN THE CASE OF THE NUMBER SIX. THE THREE AND THE SIX, THEN, ADDED TOGETHER, CONSTITUTE NINE; BUT THE ROOT OF NINE IS NINE: THEREFORE, THE NAME AGAMEMNON TERMINATES IN THE ROOT NINE. LET US DO THE SAME WITH ANOTHER NAME -HECTOR. THE NAME HECTOR HAS FIVE LETTERS--E, AND K, AND T, AND O, AND R. THE ROOTS OF THESE ARE 5, 2, 3, 8, 1; AND THESE ADDED TOGETHER MAKE UP 19 MONADS. AGAIN, OF THE TEN THE ROOT IS ONE; AND OF THE NINE, NINE; WHICH ADDED TOGETHER MAKE UP TEN: THE ROOT OF TEN IS A MONAD. THE NAME HECTOR, THEREFORE, WHEN MADE THE SUBJECT OF COMPUTATION, HAS FORMED A ROOT, NAMELY A MONAD. IT WOULD, HOWEVER, BE EASIER TO CONDUCT THE CALCULATION THUS: DIVIDE THE ASCERTAINED ROOTS FROM THE LETTERS--AS NOW IN THE CASE OF THE NAME HECTOR WE HAVE FOUND NINETEEN MONADS--INTO NINE, AND TREAT WHAT REMAINS OVER AS ROOTS. FOR EXAMPLE, IF I DIVIDE 19 INTO 9, THE REMAINDER IS 1, FOR 9 TIMES 2 ARE 18, AND THERE IS A REMAINING MONAD: FOR IF I SUBTRACT 18 FROM 19, THERE IS A REMAINING MONAD; SO THAT THE ROOT OF THE NAME HECTOR WILL BE A MONAD. AGAIN, OF THE NAME PATROCLUS THESE NUMBERS ARE ROOTS: 8, 1, 3, 1, 7, 2, 3, 7, 2; ADDED TOGETHER, THEY MAKE UP 34 MONADS. AND OF THESE THE REMAINDER IS 7 MONADS: OF THE 30, 3; AND OF THE 4, 4. SEVEN MONADS, THEREFORE, ARE THE ROOT OF THE NAME PATROCLUS. THOSE, THEN, THAT CONDUCT THEIR CALCULATIONS ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBER NINE, TAKE THE NINTH PART OF THE AGGREGATE NUMBER OF ROOTS, AND DEFINE WHAT IS LEFT OVER AS THE SUM OF THE ROOTS. THEY, ON THE OTHER HAND, (WHO CONDUCT THEIR CALCULATIONS) ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBER SEVEN, TAKE THE SEVENTH (PART OF THE AGGREGATE NUMBER OF ROOTS); FOR EXAMPLE, IN THE CASE OF THE NAME PATROCLUS, THE AGGREGATE IN THE MATTER OF ROOTS IS 34 MONADS. THIS DIVIDED INTO SEVEN PARTS MAKES FOUR, WHICH (MULTIPLIED INTO EACH OTHER) ARE 28. THERE ARE SIX REMAINING MONADS; (SO THAT A PERSON USING THIS METHOD) SAYS, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBER SEVEN, THAT SIX MONADS ARE THE ROOT OF THE NAME PATROCLUS. IF, HOWEVER, IT BE 43, (SIX) TAKEN SEVEN TIMES, HE SAYS, ARE 42, FOR SEVEN TIMES SIX ARE 42, AND ONE IS THE REMAINDER. A MONAD, THEREFORE, IS THE ROOT OF THE NUMBER 43, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBER SEVEN. BUT ONE OUGHT TO OBSERVE IF THE ASSUMED NUMBER, WHEN DIVIDED, HAS NO REMAINDER; FOR EXAMPLE, IF FROM ANY NAME, AFTER HAVING ADDED TOGETHER THE ROOTS, I FIND, TO GIVE AN INSTANCE, 36 MONADS. BUT THE NUMBER 36 DIVIDED INTO NINE MAKES EXACTLY 4 ENNEADS; FOR NINE TIMES ARE 36, AND NOTHING IS OVER. IT IS EVIDENT, THEN, THAT THE ACTUAL ROOT IS 9. AND AGAIN, DIVIDING THE NUMBER FORTY-FIVE, WE FIND NINE AND NOTHING OVER--FOR NINE TIMES FIVE ARE FORTY-FIVE, AND NOTHING REMAINS; (WHEREFORE) IN THE CASE OF SUCH THEY ASSERT THE ROOT ITSELF TO BE NINE. AND AS REGARDS THE NUMBER SEVEN, THE CASE IS SIMILAR: IF, FOR EXAMPLE WE DIVIDE 28 INTO 7, WE HAVE NOTHING OVER; FOR SEVEN TIMES FOUR ARE 28, AND NOTHING REMAINS; (WHEREFORE) THEY SAY THAT SEVEN IS THE ROOT. BUT WHEN ONE COMPUTES NAMES, AND FINDS THE SAME LETTER OCCURRING TWICE, HE CALCULATES IT ONCE; FOR INSTANCE, THE NAME PATROCLUS HAS THE PA TWICE, AND THE O TWICE: THEY THEREFORE CALCULATE THE A ONCE AND THE A ONCE. ACCORDING TO THIS, THEN, THE ROOTS WILL BE 8, 1, 3, 1, 7, 2, 3, 2, AND ADDED TOGETHER THEY MAKE 27 MONADS; AND THE ROOT OF THE NAME WILL BE, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBER NINE, NINE ITSELF, BUT ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBER SEVEN, SIX. IN LIKE MANNER, (THE NAME) SARPEDON, WHEN MADE THE SUBJECT OF CALCULATION, PRODUCES AS A ROOT, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBER NINE, TWO MONADS. PATROCLUS, HOWEVER, PRODUCES NINE MONADS; PATROCLUS GAINS THE VICTORY. FOR WHEN ONE NUMBER IS UNEVEN, BUT THE OTHER EVEN, THE UNEVEN NUMBER, IF IT IS LARGER, PREVAILS. BUT AGAIN, WHEN THERE IS AN EVEN NUMBER, EIGHT, AND FIVE AN UNEVEN NUMBER, THE EIGHT PREVAILS, FOR IT IS LARGER. IF, HOWEVER, THERE WERE TWO NUMBERS, FOR EXAMPLE, BOTH OF THEM EVEN, OR BOTH OF THEM ODD, THE SMALLER PREVAILS. BUT HOW DOES (THE NAME) SARPEDON, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBER NINE, MAKE TWO MONADS, SINCE THE LETTER (LONG) O IS OMITTED? FOR WHEN THERE MAY BE IN A NAME THE LETTER (LONG) O AND (LONG) E, THEY LEAVE OUT THE (LONG) A, USING ONE LETTER, BECAUSE THEY SAY BOTH ARE EQUIPOLLENT; AND THE SAME MUST NOT BE COMPUTED TWICE OVER, AS HAS BEEN ABOVE DECLARED. AGAIN, (THE NAME) AJAX MAKES FOUR MONADS; (BUT THE NAME) HECTOR, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NINTH NUMBER, MAKES ONE MONAD. AND THE TETRAD IS EVEN, WHEREAS THE MONAD ODD. AND IN THE CASE OF SUCH, WE SAY, THE GREATER PREVAILS--AJAX GAINS THE VICTORY. AGAIN, ALEXANDER AND MENELAUS (MAY BE ADDUCED AS EXAMPLES). ALEXANDER HAS A PROPER NAME (PARIS). BUT PARIS, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBER NINE, MAKES FOUR MONADS; AND MENELAUS, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBER NINE, MAKES NINE MONADS. THE NINE, HOWEVER, CONQUER THE FOUR (MONADS): FOR IT HAS BEEN DECLARED, WHEN THE ONE NUMBER IS ODD AND THE OTHER EVEN, THE GREATER PREVAILS; BUT WHEN BOTH ARE EVEN OR BOTH ODD, THE LESS (PREVAILS). AGAIN, AMYCUS AND POLYDEUCES (MAY BE ADDUCED AS EXAMPLES). AMYCUS, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBER NINE, MAKES TWO MONADS, AND POLYDEUCES, HOWEVER, SEVEN: POLYDEUCES GAINS THE VICTORY. AJAX AND ULYSSES CONTENDED AT THE FUNERAL GAMES. AJAX, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBER NINE, MAKES FONT MONADS; ULYSSES, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBER NINE, (MAKES) EIGHT. IS THERE, THEN, NOT ANY ANNEXED, AND (IS THERE) NOT A PROPER NAME FOR ULYSSES? FOR HE HAS GAINED THE VICTORY. ACCORDING TO THE NUMBERS, NO DOUBT, AJAX IS VICTORIOUS, BUT HISTORY HANDS DOWN THE NAME OF ULYSSES AS THE CONQUEROR, ACHILLES AND HECTOR (MAY BE ADDUCED AS EXAMPLES). ACHILLES, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBER NINE, MAKES FOUR MONADS; HECTOR ONE: ACHILLES GAINS THE VICTORY. AGAIN, ACHILLES AND ASTEROPAEUS (ARE INSTANCES). ACHILLES MAKES FOUR MONADS, ASTEROPAEUS THREE: ACHILLES CONQUERS. AGAIN, MENELAUS AND EUPHORBUS (MAY BE ADDUCED AS EXAMPLES). MENELAUS HAS NINE MONADS, EUPHORBUS EIGHT: MENELAUS GAINS THE VICTORY. SOME, HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBER SEVEN, EMPLOY THE VOWELS ONLY, BUT OTHERS DISTINGUISH BY THEMSELVES THE VOWELS, AND BY THEMSELVES THE SEMI-VOWELS, AND BY THEMSELVES THE MUTES; AND, HAVING FORMED THREE ORDERS, THEY TAKE THE ROOTS BY THEMSELVES OF THE VOWELS, AND BY THEMSELVES OF THE SEMI-VOWELS, AND BY THEMSELVES OF THE MUTES, AND THEY COMPARE EACH APART. OTHERS, HOWEVER, DO NOT EMPLOY EVEN THESE CUSTOMARY NUMBERS, BUT DIFFERENT ONES: FOR INSTANCE, AS AN EXAMPLE, THEY NO NOT WISH TO ALLOW THAT THE LETTER P HAS AS A ROOT 8 MONADS, BUT 5, AND THAT THE (LETTER) X HAS AS A ROOT FOUR MONADS; AND TURNING IN EVERY DIRECTION, THEY DISCOVER NOTHING SOUND. WHEN, HOWEVER, THEY CONTEND ABOUT THE SECOND (LETTER), FROM EACH NAME THEY TAKE AWAY THE FIRST LETTER; BUT WHEN THEY CONTEND ABOUT THE THIRD (LETTER), THEY TAKE AWAY TWO LETTERS OF EACH NAME, AND CALCULATING THE REST, COMPARE THEM. 
CHAP. XV.--QUIBBLES OF THE NUMERICAL THEORISTS; THE ART OF THE FRONTISPICISTS (PHYSIOGNOMY); CONNECTION OF THIS ART WITH ASTROLOGY; TYPE OF THOSE BORN UNDER ARIES. 
I THINK THAT THERE HAS BEEN CLEARLY EXPOUNDED THE MIND OF ARITHMETICIANS, WHO, BY MEANS OF NUMBERS AND OF NAMES, SUPPOSE THAT THEY INTERPRET LIFE. NOW I PERCEIVE THAT THESE, ENJOYING LEISURE, AND BEING TRAINED IN CALCULATION, HAVE BEEN DESIROUS THAT, THROUGH THE ART DELIVERED TO THEM FROM CHILDHOOD, THEY, ACQUIRING CELEBRITY, SHOULD BE STYLED PROPHETS. AND THEY, MEASURING THE LETTERS UP (AND) DOWN, HAVE WANDERED INTO TRIFLING. FOR IF THEY FAIL, THEY SAY, IN PUTTING FORWARD THE DIFFICULTY, PERHAPS THIS NAME WAS NOT A FAMILY ONE, BUT IMPOSED, AS ALSO LIGHTING IN THE INSTANCE THEY ARGUE IN THE CASE OF (THE NAMES) ULYSSES AND AJAX. WHO, TAKING OCCASION FROM THIS ASTONISHING PHILOSOPHY, AND DESIROUS OF BEING STYLED "HERESIARCH," WILL NOT BE EXTOLLED? BUT SINCE, ALSO, THERE IS ANOTHER MORE PROFOUND ART AMONG THE ALL-WISE SPECULATORS OF THE GREEKS--TO WHOM HERETICAL INDIVIDUALS BOAST THAT THEY ATTACH THEMSELVES AS DISCIPLES, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR EMPLOYING THE OPINIONS OF THESE (ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS) IN REFERENCE TO THE DOCTRINES TEMPTED (TO BE ESTABLISHED) BY THEMSELVES, AS SHALL A LITTLE AFTERWARDS BE PROVED; BUT THIS IS AN ART OF DIVINATION, BY EXAMINATION OF THE FOREHEAD? OR RATHER, I SHOULD SAY, IT IS MADNESS: YET WE SHALL NOT BE SILENT AS REGARDS THIS (SYSTEM) THERE ARE SOME WHO ASCRIBE TO THE STARS FIGURES THAT MOLD THE IDEAS S AND DISPOSITIONS OF MEN, ASSIGNING THE REASON OF THIS TO BIRTHS (THAT HAVE TAKEN PLACE) UNDER PARTICULAR STARS; THEY THUS EXPRESS THEMSELVES: THOSE WHO ARE BORN UNDER ARIES WILL BE OF THE FOLLOWING KIND: LONG HEAD, RED HAIR, CONTRACTED EYEBROWS, POINTED FOREHEAD, EYES GREY AND LIVELY, DRAWN CHEEKS, LONG-NOSED, EXPANDED NOSTRILS, THIN LIPS, TAPERING CHIN, WIDE MONTH. THESE, HE SAYS, WILL PARTAKE OF THE FOLLOWING NATURE: CAUTIOUS, SUBTLE, PERSPICUOUS, PRUDENT, INDULGENT, GENTLE, OVER-ANXIOUS, PERSONS OF SECRET RESOLVES FITTED FOR EVERY UNDERTAKING, PREVAILING MORE BY PRUDENCE THAN STRENGTH, DERIDERS FOR THE TIME BEING, SCHOLARS, TRUSTWORTHY, CONTENTIOUS, QUARRELERS IN A FRAY, CONCUPISCENT, INFLAMED WITH UNNATURAL LUST, REFLECTIVE, ESTRANGED FROM THEIR OWN HOMES, GIVING DISSATISFACTION IN EVERYTHING, ACCUSERS, LIKE MADMEN IN THEIR CUPS, SCORNERS, YEAR BY YEAR LOSING SOMETHING SERVICEABLE IN FRIENDSHIP THROUGH GOODNESS; THEY, IN THE MAJORITY OF CASES, END THEIR DAYS IN A FOREIGN LAND. 
CHAP. XVI.--TYPE OF THOSE BORN UNDER TAURUS. 
THOSE, HOWEVER, WHO ARE BORN IN TAURUS WILL BE OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION: ROUND HEAD, THICK HAIR, BROAD FOREHEAD, SQUARE EYES, AND LARGE BLACK EYEBROWS; IN A WHITE MAN, THIN VEINS, SANGUINE, LONG EYELIDS, COARSE HUGE EARS, ROUND MOUTHS, THICK NOSE, ROUND NOSTRILS, THICK LIPS, STRONG IN THE UPPER PARTS, FORMED STRAIGHT FROM THE LEGS. THE SAME ARE BY NATURE PLEASING, REFLECTIVE, OF A GOODLY DISPOSITION, DEVOUT, JUST, UNCOUTH, COMPLAISANT, LABOURERS FROM TWELVE YEARS, QUARRELSOME, DULL. THE STOMACH OF THESE IS SMALL, THEY ARE QUICKLY FILLED, FORMING MANY DESIGNS, PRUDENT, NIGGARDLY TOWARDS THEMSELVES, LIBERAL TOWARDS OTHERS, BENEFICENT, OF A SLOW BODY: THEY ARE PARTLY SORROWFUL, HEEDLESS AS REGARDS FRIENDSHIP, USEFUL ON ACCOUNT OF MIND, UNFORTUNATE. 
CHAP. XVII.--TYPE OF THOSE BORN UNDER GEMINI. 
THOSE WHO ARE BORN IN GEMINI WILL BE OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION: RED COUNTENANCE, SIZE NOT VERY LARGE, EVENLY PROPORTIONED LIMBS, BLACK EYES AS IF ANOINTED WITH OIL, CHEEKS TURNED DOWN, AND LARGE MOUTH, CONTRACTED EYEBROWS; THEY CONQUER ALL THINGS, THEY RETAIN WHATEVER POSSESSIONS THEY ACQUIRE, THEY ARE EXTREMELY RICH, PENURIOUS, NIGGARDLY OF WHAT IS PECULIARLY THEIR OWN, PROFUSE IN THE PLEASURES OF WOMEN, EQUITABLE, MUSICAL LIARS. AND THE SAME BY NATURE ARE LEARNED, REFLECTIVE, INQUISITIVE, ARRIVING AT THEIR OWN DECISIONS, CONCUPISCENT, SPARING OF WHAT BELONGS TO THEMSELVES, LIBERAL, QUIET, PRUDENT, CRAFTY, THEY FORM MANY DESIGNS, CALCULATORS, ACCUSERS, IMPORTUNATE, NOT PROSPEROUS, THEY ARE BELOVED BY THE FAIR SEX, MERCHANTS; AS REGARDS FRIENDSHIP, NOT TO ANY CONSIDERABLE EXTENT USEFUL. 
CHAP. XVIII.--TYPE OF THOSE BORN UNDER CANCER. 
THOSE BORN IN CANCER ARE OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION: SIZE NOT LARGE, HAIR LIKE A DOG, OF A REDDISH COLOR, SMALL MOUTH, ROUND HEAD, POINTED FOREHEAD, GREY EYES, SUFFICIENTLY BEAUTIFUL, LIMBS SOMEWHAT VARYING. THE SAME BY NATURE ARE WICKED, CRAFTY, PROFICIENT IN PLANS, INSATIABLE, STINGY, UNGRACIOUS, ILLIBERAL, USELESS, FORGETFUL; THEY NEITHER RESTORE WHAT IS ANOTHER'S, NOR DO THEY ASK BACK WHAT IS THEIR OWN; AS REGARDS FRIENDSHIP, USEFUL. 
CHAP. XIX.--TYPE OF THOSE BORN UNDER LEO. 
THOSE BORN IN LEO ARE OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION: ROUND HEAD, REDDISH HAIR, HUGE WRINKLED FOREHEAD, COARSE EARS, LARGE DEVELOPMENT OF NECK, PARTLY BALD, RED COMPLEXION, GREY EYES, LARGE JAWS, COARSE MOUTH, GROSS IN THE UPPER PARTS, HUGE BREAST, THE UNDER LIMBS TAPERING. THE SAME ARE BY NATURE PERSONS WHO ALLOW NOTHING TO INTERFERE WITH THEIR OWN DECISION, PLEASING THEMSELVES, IRASCIBLE, PASSIONATE, SCORNERS, OBSTINATE, FORMING NO DESIGN, NOT LOQUACIOUS, INDOLENT, MAKING AN IMPROPER USE OF LEISURE, FAMILIAR, WHOLLY ABANDONED TO PLEASURES OF WOMEN, ADULTERERS, IMMODEST, IN FAITH UNTRUE, IMPORTUNATE, DARING, PENURIOUS, SPOLIATORS, REMARKABLE; AS REGARDS FELLOWSHIP, USEFUL; AS REGARDS FRIENDSHIP, USELESS. 
CHAP. XX.--TYPE OF THOSE BORN UNDER VIRGO. 
THOSE BORN IN VIRGO ARE OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION: FAIR APPEARANCE, EYES NOT LARGE, FASCINATING, DARK, COMPACT EYEBROWS, CHEERFUL, SWIMMERS; THEY ARE, HOWEVER, SLIGHT IN FRAME, BEAUTIFUL IN ASPECT, WITH HAIR PRETTILY ADJUSTED, LARGE FOREHEAD, PROMINENT NOSE. THE SAME BY NATURE ARE DOCILE, MODERATE, INTELLIGENT, SPORTIVE, RATIONAL, SLOW TO SPEAK, FORMING MANY PLANS; IN REGARD OF A FAVOUR, IMPORTUNATE; GLADLY OBSERVING EVERYTHING; AND WELL-DISPOSED PUPILS, THEY MASTER WHATEVER THEY LEARN; MODERATE, SCORNERS, VICTIMS OF UNNATURAL LUSTS, COMPANIONABLE, OF A NOBLE SOUL, DESPISERS, CARELESS IN PRACTICAL MATTERS, ATTENDING TO INSTRUCTION, MORE HONOURABLE IN WHAT CONCERNS OTHERS THAN WHAT RELATES TO THEMSELVES; AS REGARDS FRIENDSHIP, USEFUL. 
CHAP. XXI.--TYPE OR THOSE BORN UNDER LIBRA. 
THOSE BORN IN LIBRA WILL BE OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION: HAIR THIN, DROOPING, REDDISH AND LONGISH, FOREHEAD POINTED (AND) WRINKLED, FAIR COMPACT EYEBROWS, BEAUTIFUL EYES, DARK PUPILS, LONG THIN EARS, HEAD INCLINED, WIDE MOUTH. THE SAME BY NATURE ARE INTELLIGENT, GOD-FEARING, COMMUNICATIVE TO ONE ANOTHER, TRADERS, TOILERS, NOT RETAINING GAIN, LIARS, NOT OF AN AMIABLE DISPOSITION, IN BUSINESS OR PRINCIPLE TRUE, FREE-SPOKEN, BENEFICENT, ILLITERATE, DECEIVERS, FRIENDLY, CARELESS, (TO WHOM IT IS NOT PROFITABLE TO DO ANY ACT OF INJUSTICE); THEY ARE SCORNERS, SCOFFERS, SATIRICAL, ILLUSTRIOUS, LISTENERS, AND NOTHING SUCCEEDS WITH THESE; AS REGARDS FRIENDSHIP, USEFUL. 
CHAP. XXII.--TYPE OF THOSE BORN UNDER SCORPIO. 
THOSE BORN IN SCORPIO ARE OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION: A MAIDENISH COUNTENANCE, COMELY, PUNGENT, BLACKISH HAIR, WELL-SHAPED EYES, FOREHEAD NOT BROAD, AND SHARP NOSTRIL, SMALL CONTRACTED EARS, WRINKLED FOREHEADS, NARROW EYEBROWS, DRAWN CHEEKS. THE SAME BY NATURE ARE CRAFTY, SEDULOUS, LIARS, COMMUNICATING THEIR PARTICULAR DESIGNS TO NO ONE, OF A DECEITFUL SPIRIT, WICKED, SCORNERS, VICTIMS TO ADULTERY, WELL-GROWN, DOCILE; AS REGARDS FRIENDSHIP, USELESS. 
CHAP. XXIII.--TYPE OF THOSE BORN UNDER SAGITTARIUS. 
THOSE BORN IN SAGITTARIUS WILL BE OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION: GREAT LENGTH, SQUARE FOREHEAD. PROFUSE EYEBROWS, INDICATIVE OF STRENGTH, WELL-ARRANGED PROJECTION OF HAIR, REDDISH (IN COMPLEXION). THE SAME BY NATURE ARE GRACIOUS, AS EDUCATED PERSONS, SIMPLE, BENEFICENT; GIVEN TO UNNATURAL LUSTS, COMPANIONABLE, TOIL-WORN, LOVERS, BELOVED, JOVIAL IN THEIR CUPS, CLEAN, PASSIONATE, CARELESS, WICKED; AS REGARDS FRIENDSHIP, USELESS; SCORNERS, WITH NOBLE SOULS, INSOLENT, CRAFTY; FOR FELLOWSHIP, USEFUL. 
CHAP. XXIV.--TYPE OF THOSE BORN UNDER CAPRICORN. 
THOSE BORN IN CAPRICORN WILL BE OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION: REDDISH BODY, PROJECTION OF GREYISH HAIR, ROUND MOUTH, EYES AS OF AN EAGLE, CONTRACTED BROWS, OPEN FOREHEAD, SOMEWHAT BALD, IN THE UPPER PARTS OF THE BODY ENDUED WITH MORE STRENGTH. THE SAME BY NATURE ARE PHILOSOPHIC, SCORNERS, AND SCOFFERS AT THE EXISTING STATE OF THINGS, PASSIONATE, PERSONS THAT CAN MAKE CONCESSIONS, HONOURABLE, BENEFICENT, LOVERS OF THE PRACTICE OF MUSIC, PASSIONATE IN THEIR CUPS, MIRTHFUL, FAMILIAR, TALKATIVE, GIVEN TO UNNATURAL LUSTS, GENIAL, AMIABLE, QUARRELSOME E LOVERS, FOR FELLOWSHIP WELL DISPOSED. 
CHAP. XXV.--TYPE OF THOSE BORN UNDER AQUARIUS. 
THOSE BORN IN AQUARIUS WILL BE OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION: SQUARE IN SIZE, OF A DIMINUTIVE BODY; SHARP, SMALL, FIERCE EYES; IMPERIOUS, UNGENIAL, SEVERE, READILY MAKING ACQUISITIONS, FOR FRIENDSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP WELL DISPOSED; MOREOVER, FOR MARITIME ENTERPRISES THEY MAKE VOYAGES, AND PERISH. THE SAME BY NATURE ARE TACITURN, MODEST, SOCIABLE, ADULTERERS, PENURIOUS, PRACTICED IN BUSINESS, TUMULTUOUS, PURE, WELL-DISPOSED, HONOURABLE, LARGE EYEBROWS; FREQUENTLY THEY ARE BORN IN THE MIDST OF TRIFLING EVENTS, BUT (IN AFTER LIFE) FOLLOW A DIFFERENT PURSUIT; THOUGH THEY MAY HAVE SHOWN KINDNESS TO ANY ONE, STILL NO ONE RETURNS THEM THANKS. 
CHAP. XXVI.--TYPE OF THOSE BORN UNDER PISCES. 
THOSE BORN IN PISCES WILL BE OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION: OF MODERATE DIMENSIONS, POINTED FOREHEAD LIKE FISHES, SHAGGY HAIR, FREQUENTLY THEY BECOME SOON GREY. THE SAME BY NATURE ARE OF EXALTED SOUL, SIMPLE, PASSIONATE, PENURIOUS, TALKATIVE; IN THE FIRST PERIOD OF LIFE THEY WILL BE DROWSY; THEY ARE DESIROUS OF MANAGING BUSINESS BY THEMSELVES, OF HIGH REPUTE, VENTURESOME, EMULOUS, ACCUSERS, CHANGING THEIR LOCALITY, LOVERS, DANCERS; FOR FRIENDSHIP, USEFUL. 
CHAP. XXVII.--FUTILITY OF THIS THEORY OF STELLAR INFLUENCE. 
SINCE, THEREFORE, WE HAVE EXPLAINED THE ASTONISHING WISDOM OF THESE MEN, AND HAVE NOT CONCEALED THEIR OVERWROUGHT ART OF DIVINATION BY MEANS OF CONTEMPLATION, NEITHER SHALL I BE SILENT AS REGARDS (UNDERTAKINGS) IN THE CASE OF WHICH THOSE THAT ARE DECEIVED ACT FOOLISHLY. FOR, COMPARING THE FORMS AND DISPOSITIONS OF MEN WITH NAMES OF STARS, HOW IMPOTENT THEIR SYSTEM IS! FOR WE KNOW THAT THOSE ORIGINALLY CONVERSANT WITH SUCH INVESTIGATIONS HAVE CALLED THE STARS BY NAMES GIVEN IN REFERENCE TO PROPRIETY OF SIGNIFICATION AND FACILITY FOR FUTURE RECOGNITION. FOR WHAT SIMILARITY IS THERE OF THESE (HEAVENLY BODIES) WITH THE LIKENESS OF ANIMALS, OR WHAT COMMUNITY OF NATURE AS REGARDS CONDUCT ANTI ENERGY (IS THERE ILL THE TWO CASES), THAT ONE SHOULD ALLEGE THAT A PERSON BORN IN LEO SHOULD BE IRASCIBLE, AND ONE BORN IN VIRGO MODERATE, OR ONE BORN IN CANCER WICKED, BUT THAT THOSE BORN IN... 
CHAP. XXVIII. --SYSTEM OF THE MAGICIANS; INCANTATIONS OF DEMONS; SECRET MAGICAL RITES. 
. . . AND (THE SORCERER), TAKING (A PAPER), DIRECTS THE INQUIRER TO WRITE DOWN WITH WATER WHATEVER QUESTIONS HE MAY DESIRE TO HAVE ASKED FROM THE DEMONS. THEN, FOLDING UP THE PAPER, AND DELIVERING IT TO THE ATTENDANT, HE SENDS HIM AWAY TO COMMIT IT TO THE FLAMES, THAT THE ASCENDING SMOKE MAY WAFT THE LETTERS TO DEMONS. WHILE, HOWEVER, THE ATTENDANT IS EXECUTING THIS ORDER, (THE SORCERER) FIRST REMOVES EQUAL PORTIONS OF THE PAPER, AND ON SOME MORE PARTS OF IT HE PRETENDS THAT DEMONS WRITE IN HEBREW CHARACTERS. THEN BURNING AN INCENSE OF THE EGYPTIAN MAGICIANS, TERMED CYPHI, HE TAKES THESE (PORTIONS OF PAPER) AWAY, AND PLACES THEM NEAR THE INCENSE. BUT (THAT PAPER) WHICH THE INQUIRER HAPPENS TO HAVE WRITTEN (UPON), HAVING PLACED ON THE COALS, HE HAS BURNED. THEN (THE SORCERER), APPEARING TO BE BORNE AWAY UNDER DIVINE INFLUENCE, (AND) HURRYING INTO A CORNER (OF THE HOUSE), UTTERS A LOUD AND HARSH CRY, AND UNINTELLIGIBLE TO ALL, . . . AND ORDERS ALL THOSE PRESENT TO ENTER, CRYING OUT (AT THE SAME TIME), AND INVOKING PHRYN, OR SOME OTHER DEMON. BUT AFTER PASSING INTO THE HOUSE, AND WHEN THOSE THAT WERE PRESENT STOOD SIDE BY SIDE, THE SORCERER, FLINGING THE ATTENDANT UPON A BED, UTTERS TO HIM SEVERAL WORDS, PARTLY IN THE GREEK, AND PARTLY, AS IT WERE, THE HEBREW LANGUAGE, (EMBODYING) THE CUSTOMARY INCANTATIONS EMPLOYED BY THE MAGICIANS. (THE ATTENDANT), HOWEVER, GOES AWAY TO MAKE THE INQUIRY. AND WITHIN (THE HOUSE), INTO A VESSEL FULL OF WATER (THE SORCERER) INFUSING COPPERAS MIXTURE, AND MELTING THE DRUG, HAVING WITH IT SPRINKLED THE PAPER THAT FORSOOTH HAD (THE CHARACTERS UPON IT) OBLITERATED, HE FORCES THE LATENT AND CONCEALED LETTERS TO COME ONCE MORE INTO LIGHT; AND BY THESE HE ASCERTAINS WHAT THE INQUIRER HAS WRITTEN DOWN. AND IF ONE WRITES WITH COPPERAS MIXTURE LIKEWISE, AND HAVING GROUND A GALL NUT, USE ITS VAPOR AS A FUMIGATOR, THE CONCEALED LETTERS WOULD BECOME PLAIN. AND IF ONE WRITES WITH MILK, (AND) THEN SCORCH THE PAPER, AND SCRAPING IT, SPRINKLE AND RUB (WHAT IS THUS SCRAPED OFF) UPON THE LETTERS TRACED WITH THE MILK, THESE WILL BECOME PLAIN. AND URINE LIKEWISE, AND SAUCE OF BRINE, AND JUICE OF EUPHORBIA, AND OF A FIG, PRODUCE A SIMILAR RESULT. BUT WHEN (THE SORCERER) HAS ASCERTAINED THE QUESTION IN THIS MODE, HE MAKES PROVISION FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH BE OUGHT TO GIVE THE REPLY. AND NEXT HE ORDERS THOSE THAT ARE PRESENT TO ENTER, HOLDING LAUREL BRANCHES AND SHAKING THEM, AND UTTERING CRIES, AND INVOKING THE DEMON PHRYN. FOR ALSO IT BECOMES THESE TO INVOKE HIM; AND IT IS WORTHY THAT THEY MAKE THIS REQUEST FROM DEMONS, WHICH THEY DO NOT WISH OF THEMSELVES TO PUT FORWARD, HAVING LOST THEIR MINDS. THE CONFUSED NOISE, HOWEVER, AND THE TUMULT, PREVENT THEM DIRECTING ATTENTION TO THOSE THINGS WHICH IT IS SUPPOSED (THE SORCERER) DOES IN SECRET. BUT WHAT THESE ARE, THE PRESENT IS A FAIR OPPORTUNITY FOR US TO DECLARE. CONSIDERABLE DARKNESS, THEN, PREVAILS. FOR THE (SORCERER) AFFIRMS THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR MORTAL NATURE TO BEHOLD DIVINE THINGS, FOR THAT TO HOLD CONVERSE (WITH THESE MYSTERIES) IS SUFFICIENT. MAKING, HOWEVER, THE ATTENDANT LIE DOWN (UPON THE COUCH), HEAD FOREMOST, AND PLACING BY EACH SIDE TWO OF THOSE LITTLE TABLETS, UPON WHICH HAD BEEN INSCRIBED IN, FORSOOTH, HEBREW CHARACTERS, AS IT WERE NAMES OF DEMONS, HE SAYS THAT (A DEMON) WILL DEPOSIT THE REST IN THEIR EARS. BUT THIS (STATEMENT) IS REQUISITE, IN ORDER THAT SOME INSTRUMENT MAY BE PLACED BESIDE THE EARS OF THE ATTENDANT, BY WHICH IT IS POSSIBLE THAT HE SIGNIFIES EVERYTHING WHICH HE CHOOSES. FIRST, HOWEVER, HE PRODUCES A SOUND THAT THE (ATTENDANT) YOUTH MAY BE TERRIFIED; AND SECONDLY, HE MAKES A HUMMING NOISE; THEN, THIRDLY, HE SPEAKS THROUGH THE INSTRUMENT WHAT HE WISHES THE YOUTH TO SAY, AND REMAINS IN EXPECTATION OF THE ISSUE OF THE AFFAIR; NEXT, HE MAKES THOSE PRESENT REMAIN STILL, AND DIRECTS THE (ATTENDANT) TO SIGNIFY, WHAT HE HAS HEARD FROM THE DEMONS. BUT THE INSTRUMENT THAT IS PLACED BESIDE HIS EARS IS A NATURAL INSTRUMENT, VIZ., THE WINDPIPE OF LONG-NECKED CRANES, OR STORKS, OR SWANS. AND IF NONE OF THESE IS AT HAND, THERE ARE ALSO SOME DIFFERENT ARTIFICIAL INSTRUMENTS (EMPLOYED); FOR CERTAIN PIPES OF BRASS, TEN IN NUMBER, (AND) FITTING INTO ONE ANOTHER, TERMINATING IN A NARROW POINT, ARE ADAPTED (FOR THE PURPOSE), AND THROUGH THESE IS SPOKEN INTO THE EAR WHATSOEVER THE (MAGICIAN) WISHES. AND THE YOUTH HEARING THESE (WORDS) WITH TERROR AS UTTERED BY DEMONS, WHEN ORDERED, SPEAKS THEM OUT. IF ANY ONE, HOWEVER, PUTTING AROUND A STICK A MOIST HIDE, AND HAVING DRIED IT AND DRAWN IT TOGETHER, CLOSE IT UP, AND BY REMOVING THE ROD FASHION THE HIDE INTO THE FORM OF A PIPE, HE ATTAINS A SIMILAR END. SHOULD ANY OF THESE, HOWEVER, BE NOT AT HAND, HE TAKES A BOOK, AND, OPENING IT INSIDE, STRETCHES IT OUT AS FAR AS HE THINKS REQUISITE, (AND THUS) ACHIEVES THE SAME RESULT. 
BUT IF HE KNOWS BEFOREHAND THAT ONE IS PRESENT WHO IS ABOUT TO ASK A QUESTION, HE IS THE MORE-READY FOR ALL (CONTINGENCIES). IF, HOWEVER, HE MAY ALSO PREVIOUSLY ASCERTAIN THE QUESTION, HE WRITES WITH THE DRUG, AND, AS BEING PREPARED, HE IS CONSIDERED MORE SKILLFUL, ON ACCOUNT OF HAVING CLEARLY WRITTEN OUT WHAT IS (ABOUT) BEING ASKED. IF, HOWEVER, HE IS IGNORANT OF THE QUESTION, HE FORMS CONJECTURES, AND PUTS FORTH SOMETHING CAPABLE OF A DOUBTFUL AND VARIED INTERPRETATION, IN ORDER THAT THE ORACULAR RESPONSE, BEING ORIGINALLY UNINTELLIGIBLE, MAY SERVE FOR NUMEROUS PURPOSES, AND IN THE ISSUE OF EVENTS THE PREDICTION MAY BE CONSIDERED CORRESPONDENT WITH WHAT ACTUALLY OCCURS. NEXT, HAVING FILLED A VESSEL WITH WATER, HE PUTS DOWN (INTO IT) THE PAPER, AS IF UNINSCRIBED, AT THE SAME TIME INFUSING ALONG WITH-IT COPPERAS MIXTURE. FOR IN THIS WAY THE PAPER WRITTEN UPON FLOATS UPWARDS (TO THE SURFACE), BEARING THE RESPONSE. ACCORDINGLY, THERE ENSUE FREQUENTLY TO THE ATTENDANT FORMIDABLE FANCIES FOR ALSO HE STRIKES BLOWS PLENTIFULLY ON THE TERRIFIED (BYSTANDERS). FOR, CASTING INCENSE INTO THE FIRE, HE AGAIN OPERATES AFTER THE FOLLOWING METHOD. COVERING A LUMP OF WHAT ARE CALLED "FOSSIL SALTS" WITH ETRUSCAN WAX, AND DIVIDING THE PIECE ITSELF OF INCENSE INTO TWO PARTS, HE THROWS IN A GRAIN OF SALT; AND AGAIN JOINING (THE PIECE) TOGETHER, AND PLACING IT ON THE BURNING COALS, HE LEAVES IT THERE. AND WHEN THIS IS CONSUMED, THE SALTS, BOUNDING UPWARDS, CREATE THE IMPRESSION OF, AS IT WERE, A STRANGE VISION TAKING PLACE. AND THE DARK-BLUE DYE WHICH HAS BEEN DEPOSITED IN THE INCENSE PRODUCES A BLOOD-RED FLAME, AS WE HAVE ALREADY DECLARED. BUT (THE SORCERER) MAKES A SCARLET LIQUID, BY MIXING WAX WITH ALKANET, AND, AS I SAID, DEPOSITING THE WAX IN THE INCENSE. AND HE MAKES THE COALS BE MOVED, PLACING UNDERNEATH POWDERED ALUM; AND WHEN THIS IS DISSOLVED AND SWELLS UP LIKE BUBBLES, THE COALS ARE MOVED. 
CHAP. XXIX.--DISPLAY OF DIFFERENT EGGS. 
BUT DIFFERENT EGGS THEY DISPLAY AFTER THIS MANNER. PERFORATING THE TOP AT BOTH ENDS, AND EXTRACTING THE WHITE, (AND) HAVING AGAIN DIPPED IT, THROW IN SOME MINIMUM AND SOME WRITING INK. CLOSE, HOWEVER, THE OPENINGS WITH REFINED SCRAPINGS OF THE EGGS, SMEARING THEM WITH FIG-JUICE. 
CHAP. XXX.--SELF-SLAUGHTER OF SHEEP. 
BY THOSE WHO CAUSE SHEEP TO CUT OFF THEIR OWN HEADS, THE FOLLOWING PLAN IS ADOPTED. SECRETLY SMEARING THE THROAT (OF THE ANIMAL) WITH A CAUTERIZING DRUG, HE PLACES A SWORD NEAR, AND LEAVES IT THERE. THE SHEEP, DESIROUS OF SCRATCHING HIMSELF, RUSHES AGAINST THE BLADE, AND IN THE ACT OF RUBBING IS SLAUGHTERED, WHILE THE HEAD IS ALMOST SEVERED FROM THE TRUNK. THERE IS, HOWEVER, A COMPOUND OF THE DRUG, BRYONY AND SALT AND SQUILLS, MADE UP IN EQUAL PARTS. IN ORDER THAT THE PERSON BRINGING THE DRUG MAY ESCAPE NOTICE, HE CARRIES A BOX WITH TWO COMPARTMENTS CONSTRUCTED OF HORN, THE VISIBLE ONE OF WHICH CONTAINS FRANKINCENSE, BUT THE SECRET ONE (THE AFORESAID) DRUG. HE, HOWEVER, LIKEWISE INSINUATES INTO THE EARS OF THE SHEEP ABOUT TO MEET DEATH QUICKSILVER; BUT THIS IS A POISONOUS DRUG. 
CHAP. XXXI.--METHOD OF POISONING GOATS. 
AND IF ONE SMEAR THE EARS OF GOATS OVER WITH CERATE, THEY SAY THAT THEY EXPIRE A LITTLE AFTERWARDS, BY HAVING THEIR BREATHING OBSTRUCTED. FOR THIS TO THEM IS THE WAY--AS THESE AFFIRM--OF THEIR DRAWING THEIR BREATH IN AN ACT OF RESPIRATION. AND A RAM, THEY ASSERT, DIES, IF ONE BENDS BACK (ITS NECK) OPPOSITE THE SUN. AND THEY ACCOMPLISH THE BURNING OF A HOUSE, BY DAUBING IT OVER WITH THE JUICE OF A CERTAIN FISH CALLED DACTYLUS. AND THIS EFFECT, WHICH IT HAS BY REASON OF THE SEA-WATER, IS VERY USEFUL. LIKEWISE FOAM OF THE OCEAN IS BOILED IN AN EARTHEN JAR ALONG WITH SOME SWEET INGREDIENTS; AND IF YOU APPLY A LIGHTED CANDLE TO THIS WHILE IN A SEETHING STATE, IT CATCHES THE FIRE AND IS CONSUMED; AND (YET THOUGH THE MIXTURE) BE POURED UPON THE HEAD, IT DOES NOT BUM IT AT ALL. IF, HOWEVER, YOU ALSO SMEAR IT OVER WITH HEATED RESIN, IT IS CONSUMED FAR MORE EFFECTUALLY. BUT HE ACCOMPLISHES HIS OBJECT BETTER STILL, IF ALSO HE TAKES SOME SULPHUR. 
CHAP. XXXII.--IMITATIONS OF THUNDER, AND OTHER ILLUSIONS. 
THUNDER IS PRODUCED IN MANY WAYS; FOR STONES VERY NUMEROUS AND UNUSUALLY LARGE, BEING ROLLED DOWNWARDS ALONG WOODEN PLANKS, FALL UPON PLATES OF BRASS, AND CAUSE A SOUND SIMILAR TO THUNDER. AND ALSO, AROUND THE THIN PLANK WITH WHICH CARDERS THICKEN CLOTH, THEY COIL A THIN ROPE; AND THEN DRAWING AWAY THE CORD WITH A WHIFF, THEY SPIN THE PLANK ROUND, AND IN ITS REVOLUTION, IT EMITS A SOUND LIKE THUNDER. THESE FARCES, VERILY, ARE PLAYED OFF THUS. 
THERE ARE, HOWEVER, OTHER PRACTICES WHICH I SHALL EXPLAIN, WHICH THOSE WHO EXECUTE THESE LUDICROUS PERFORMANCES ESTIMATE AS GREAT EXPLOITS. PLACING A CAULDRON FULL OF PITCH UPON BURNING COALS, WHEN IT BOILS UP, (THOUGH) LAYING THEIR HANDS DOWN UPON IT, THEY ARE NOT BURNED; NAY, EVEN WHILE WALKING ON COALS OF FIRE WITH NAKED FEET, THEY ARE NOT SCORCHED. BUT ALSO SETTING A PYRAMID OF STONE ON A HEARTH, (THE SORCERER) MAKES IT GET ON FIRE, AND FROM THE MOUTH IT DISGORGES A VOLUME OF SMOKE, AND THAT OF A FIERY DESCRIPTION. THEN ALSO PUTTING A LINEN CLOTH UPON A POT OF WATER, THROWING ON (AT THE SAME TIME) A QUANTITY OF BLAZING COALS, (THE MAGICIAN) KEEPS THE LINEN CLOTH UNCONSUMED. CREATING ALSO DARKNESS IN THE HOUSE, (THE SORCERER) ALLEGES THAT HE CAN INTRODUCE GODS OR DEMONS; AND IF ANY REQUIRES HIM TO SHOW AESCULAPIUS, HE USES AN INVOCATION COUCHED IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS:- "THE CHILD ONCE SLAIN, AGAIN OF PHOEBUS DEATHLESS MADE I CALL TO COME, AND AID MY SACRIFICIAL RITES; WHO, ALSO, ONCE THE COUNTLESS TRIBES OF FLEETING DEAD, IN EVER-MOURNFUL HOMES OF TARTARUS WIDE, THE FATAL BILLOW BREASTING, AND THE INKY FLOOD SURMOUNTING, WHERE ALL OF MORTAL MOLD MUST FLOAT, TORN, BESIDE THE LAKE, WITH ENDLESS GRIEF AND WOE, THYSELF DIDST SNATCH FROM GLOOMY PROSERPINE. OR WHETHER THE SEAT OF HOLY THRACE THOU HAUNT, OR LOVELY PERGAMOS, OR BESIDES IONIAN EPIDAURUS, THE CHIEF OF SEERS, O HAPPY GOD, INVITES THEE HERE." 
CHAP. XXXIII.--THE BURNING AESCULAPIUS; TRICKS WITH FIRE. 
BUT AFTER HE DISCONTINUES UTTERING THESE JESTS, A FIERY AESCULAPIUS APPEARS UPON THE FLOOR. THEN, PLACING IN THE MIDST A POT FULL OF WATER, HE INVOKES ALL THE DEITIES, AND THEY ARE PRESENT. FOR ANY ONE WHO IS BY, GLANCING INTO THE POT, WILL BEHOLD THEM ALL, AND DIANA LEADING ON HER BAYING HOUNDS. WE SHALL NOT, HOWEVER, SHRINK FROM NARRATING THE ACCOUNT (OF THE DEVICES) OF THESE MEN, HOW THEY ATTEMPT (TO ACCOMPLISH THEIR JUGGLERY). FOR (THE MAGICIAN) LAYS HIS HAND UPON THE CAULDRON OF PITCH, WHICH IS IN, AS IT WERE, A BOILING STATE; AND THROWING IN (AT THE SAME TIME) VINEGAR AND NITRE AND MOIST PITCH, HE KINDLES A FIRE BENEATH THE CAULDRON. THE VINEGAR, HOWEVER, BEING MIXED ALONG WITH THE NITRE, ON RECEIVING A SMALL ACCESSION OF HEAT, MOVES THE PITCH, SO AS TO CAUSE BUBBLES TO RISE TO THE SURFACE, AND AFFORD THE MERE SEMBLANCE OF A SEETHING (POT). THE (SORCERER), HOWEVER, PREVIOUSLY WASHES HIS HANDS FREQUENTLY IN BRINE; THE CONSEQUENCE BEING, THAT THE CONTENTS OF THE CAULDRON DO NOT IN ANY WISE, THOUGH IN REALITY BOILING, BURN HIM VERY MUCH. BUT IF, HAVING SMEARED HIS HANDS WITH A TINCTURE OF MYRTLE AND NITRE AND MYRRH, ALONG WITH VINEGAR, HE WASHES THEM IN BRINE FREQUENTLY, HE IS NOT SCORCHED: AND HE DOES NOT BURN HIS FEET, PROVIDED HE SMEAR THEM WITH ISINGLASS AND A SALAMANDER. 
AS REGARDS, HOWEVER, THE BURNING LIKE A TAPER OF THE PYRAMID, THOUGH COMPOSED OF STONE, THE CAUSE OF THIS IS THE FOLLOWING. CHALKY EARTH IS FASHIONED INTO THE SHAPE OF A PYRAMID, BUT ITS COLOR IS THAT OF A MILK-WHITE STONE, AND IT IS PREPARED AFTER THIS FASHION. HAVING ANOINTED THE PIECE OF CLAY WITH PLENTY OF OIL, AND PUT IT UPON COALS, AND BAKED IT, BY SMEARING IT AFRESH, AND SCORCHING IT A SECOND AND THIRD TIME, AND FREQUENTLY, (THE SORCERER) CONTRIVES THAT IT CAN BE BURNED, EVEN THOUGH HE SHOULD PLUNGE IT IN WATER; FOR IT CONTAINS IN ITSELF ABUNDANCE OF OIL. THE HEARTH, HOWEVER, IS SPONTANEOUSLY KINDLED, WHILE THE MAGICIAN POURS OUT A LIBATION, BY HAVING TIME INSTEAD OF ASHES BURNING UNDERNEATH, AND REFINED FRANKINCENSE AND A LARGE QUANTITY OF TOW, AND A BUNDLE OF ANOINTED TAPERS AND OF GALL NUTS, HOLLOW WITHIN, AND SUPPLIED WITH (CONCEALED) FIRE. AND AFTER SOME DELAY, (THE SORCERER) MAKES (THE PYRAMID) EMIT SMOKE FROM THE MOUTH, BY BOTH PUTTING FIRE IN THE GALL NUT, AND ENCIRCLING IT WITH TOW, AND BLOWING INTO THE MOUTH. THE LINEN CLOTH, HOWEVER, THAT HAS BEEN PLACED ROUND THE CAULDRON, (AND) ON WHICH HE DEPOSITS THE COALS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE UNDERLYING BRINE, WOULD NOT BE BURNED; BESIDES, THAT IT HAS ITSELF BEEN WASHED IN BRINE, AND THEN SMEARED WITH THE WHITE OF AN EGG, ALONG WITH MOIST ALUM. AND IF, LIKEWISE, ONE MIX IN THESE THE JUICE OF HOUSE-LEEK ALONG WITH VINEGAR, AND FOR A LONG TIME PREVIOUSLY SMEAR IT (WITH THIS PREPARATION), AFTER BEING WASHED IN THIS DRUG, IT CONTINUES ALTOGETHER FIRE-PROOF. 
CHAP. XXXIV.--THE ILLUSION OF THE SEALED LETTERS; OBJECT IN DETAILING THESE JUGGLERIES. 
AFTER, THEN, WE HAVE SUCCINCTLY EXPLAINED THE POWERS OF THE SECRET ARTS PRACTICED AMONG THESE (MAGICIANS), AND HAVE SHOWN THEIR EASY PLAN FOR THE ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE, NEITHER ARE WE DISPOSED TO BE SILENT ON THE FOLLOWING POINT, WHICH IS A NECESSARY ONE, HOW THAT, LOOSING THE SEALS, THEY RESTORE THE SEALED LETTERS, WITH THE ACTUAL SEALS THEMSELVES. MELTING PITCH, RESIN, AND SULPHUR, AND MOREOVER ASPHALT, IN EQUAL PARTS, (AND) FORMING THE OINTMENT INTO A FIGURE, THEY KEEP IT BY THEM. WHEN, HOWEVER, IT IS TIME TO, LOOSE A SMALL TABLET, SMEARING WITH OIL THEIR TONGUE, NEXT WITH THE LATTER ANOINTING THE SEAL, (AND) HEATING THE DRUG WITH A MODERATE FIRE, (THE SORCERERS) PLACE IT UPON THE SEAL; AND THEY LEAVE IT THERE UNTIL IT HAS ACQUIRED COMPLETE CONSISTENCE, AND THEY USE IT IN THIS CONDITION AS A SEAL. BUT THEY SAY, LIKEWISE, THAT WAX ITSELF WITH FIR-WOOD GUM POSSESSES A SIMILAR POTENCY, AS WELL AS TWO PARTS OF MASTIC [TREE GUM] WITH ONE PART OF DRY ASPHALT. BUT SULPHUR ALSO BY ITSELF EFFECTS THE PURPOSE TOLERABLY WELL, AND FLOWER OF GYPSUM STRAINED WITH WATER, AND OF GUM. NOW THIS (LAST MIXTURE) CERTAINLY ANSWERS MOST ADMIRABLY ALSO FOR SEALING MOLTEN LEAD. AND THAT WHICH IS ACCOMPLISHED BY THE TUSCAN WAX, AND REFUSE OF RESIN, AND PITCH, AND ASPHALT, AND MASTIC, AND POWDERED SPAR, ALL BEING BOILED TOGETHER IN EQUAL PARTS, IS SUPERIOR TO THE REST OF THE DRUGS WHICH I HAVE MENTIONED, WHILE THAT WHICH IS AFFECTED BY THE GUM IS NOT INFERIOR. IN THIS MANNER, THEN, ALSO, THEY ATTEMPT TO, LOOSE THE SEALS, ENDEAVORING TO LEARN THE LETTERS WRITTEN WITHIN. THESE CONTRIVANCES, HOWEVER, I HESITATED TO NARRATE IN THIS BOOK, PERCEIVING THE DANGER LEST, PERCHANCE, ANY KNAVISH PERSON, TAKING OCCASION (FROM MY ACCOUNT), SHOULD ATTEMPT (TO PRACTICE THESE JUGGLERIES). SOLICITUDE, HOWEVER, FOR MANY YOUNG PERSONS, WHO COULD BE PRESERVED FROM SUCH PRACTICES, HAS PERSUADED ME TO TEACH AND PUBLISH, FOR SECURITY'S SAKE, (THE FOREGOING STATEMENTS). FOR ALTHOUGH ONE PERSON MAY MAKE USE OF THESE FOR GAINING INSTRUCTION IN EVIL, IN THIS WAY SOMEBODY ELSE WILL, BY BEING INSTRUCTED (IN THESE PRACTICES), BE PRESERVED FROM THEM. AND THE MAGICIANS THEMSELVES, CORRUPTERS OF LIFE, WILL BE ASHAMED IN PLYING THEIR ART. AND LEARNING THESE POINTS THAT HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY ELUCIDATED BY US, THEY WILL POSSIBLY BE RESTRAINED FROM THEIR FOLLY. BUT THAT THIS SEAL MAY NOT BE BROKEN, LET ME SEAL IT WITH HOG'S LARD AND HAIR MIXED WITH WAX. 
CHAP. XXXV.--THE DIVINATION BY A CAULDRON; ILLUSION OF FIERY DEMONS; SPECIMEN OF A MAGICAL INVOCATION. 
BUT NEITHER SHALL I BE SILENT RESPECTING THAT PIECE OF KNAVERY OF THESE (SORCERERS), WHICH CONSISTS IN THE DIVINATION BY MEANS OF THE CAULDRON. FOR, MAKING A CLOSED CHAMBER, AND ANOINTING THE CEILING WITH CYANUS FOR PRESENT USE, THEY INTRODUCE CERTAIN VESSELS OF CYANUS, AND STRETCH THEM UPWARDS. THE CAULDRON, HOWEVER, FULL OF WATER, IS PLACED IN THE MIDDLE ON THE GROUND; AND THE REFLECTION OF THE CYANUS FALLING UPON IT, PRESENTS THE APPEARANCE OF HEAVEN. BUT THE FLOOR ALSO HAS A CERTAIN CONCEALED APERTURE, ON WHICH THE CAULDRON IS LAID, HAVING BEEN (PREVIOUSLY, SUPPLIED WITH A BOTTOM OF CRYSTAL, WHILE ITSELF IS COMPOSED OF STONE. UNDERNEATH, HOWEVER, UNNOTICED (BY THE SPECTATORS), IS A COMPARTMENT, INTO WHICH THE ACCOMPLICES, ASSEMBLING, APPEAR INVESTED WITH THE FIGURES OF SUCH GODS AND DEMONS AS THE MAGICIAN WISHES TO EXHIBIT. NOW THE DUPE, BEHOLDING THESE, BECOMES ASTONISHED AT THE KNAVERY OF THE MAGICIAN, AND SUBSEQUENTLY BELIEVES ALL THINGS THAT ARE LIKELY TO BE STATED BY HIM. BUT (THE SORCERER) PRODUCES A BURNING DEMON, BY TRACING ON THE WALL WHATEVER FIGURE HE WISHES, AND THEN COVERTLY SMEARING IT WITH A DRUG MIXED ACCORDING TO THIS MANNER, VIZ., OF LACONIAN AND ZACYNTHIAN ASPHALT, WHILE NEXT, AS IF UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF PROPHETIC FRENZY, HE MOVES THE LAMP TOWARDS THE WALL. THE DRUG, HOWEVER, IS BURNED WITH CONSIDERABLE SPLENDOR. AND THAT A FIERY HECATE SEEMS TO CAREER THROUGH AIR, HE CONTRIVES IN THE MODE FOLLOWING. CONCEALING A CERTAIN ACCOMPLICE IN A PLACE WHICH HE WISHES, (AND) TAKING ASIDE HIS DUPES, HE PERSUADES THEM (TO BELIEVE HIMSELF), ALLEGING THAT HE WILL EXHIBIT A FLAMING DEMON RIDING THROUGH THE AIR. NOW HE EXHORTS THEM IMMEDIATELY TO KEEP THEIR EYES FIXED UNTIL THEY SEE THE FLAME IN THE AIR, AND THAT (THEN), VEILING THEMSELVES, THEY SHOULD FALL ON THEIR FACE UNTIL HE HIMSELF SHOULD CALL THEM; AND AFTER HAVING GIVEN THEM THESE INSTRUCTIONS, HE, ON A MOONLESS NIGHT, IN VERSES SPEAKS THUS: "INFERNAL, AND EARTHY, AND SUPERNAL BOMBO, COME! SAINT OF STREETS, AND BRILLIANT ONE, THAT STRAYS BY NIGHT; FOE OF RADIANCE, BUT FRIEND AND MATE OF GLOOM; IN HOWL OF DOGS REJOICING, AND IN CRIMSON GORE, WADING 'MID CORPSES THROUGH TOMBS OF LIFELESS DUST, PANTING FOR BLOOD; WITH FEAR CONVULSING MEN. GORGO, AND MORMO, AND LUNA, AND OF MANY SHAPES, COME, PROPITIOUS, TO OUR SACRIFICIAL RITES!" 
CHAP. XXXVI.--MODE OF MANAGING AN APPARITION. 
AND WHILE SPEAKING THESE WORDS, FIRE IS SEEN BORNE THROUGH THE AIR; BUT THE (SPECTATORS) BEING HORRIFIED AT THE STRANGE APPARITION, (AND) COVERING THEIR EYES, FLING THEMSELVES SPEECHLESS TO EARTH. BUT THE SUCCESS OF THE ARTIFICE IS ENHANCED BY THE FOLLOWING CONTRIVANCE. THE ACCOMPLICE WHOM I HAVE SPOKEN OF AS BEING CONCEALED, WHEN HE HEARS THE INCANTATION CEASING, HOLDING A KITE OR HAWK ENVELOPED WITH TOW, SETS FIRE TO IT AND RELEASES IT. THE BIRD, HOWEVER, FRIGHTENED BY THE FLAME, IS BORNE ALOFT, AND MAKES A (PROPORTIONABLY) QUICKER FLIGHT, WHICH THESE DELUDED PERSONS BEHOLDING, CONCEAL THEMSELVES, AS IF THEY HAD SEEN SOMETHING DIVINE. THE WINGED CREATURE, HOWEVER, BEING WHIRLED ROUND BY THE FIRE, IS BORNE WHITHERSOEVER CHANCE MAY HAVE IT, AND BURNS NOW THE HOUSES, AND NOW THE COURTYARDS. SUCH IS THE DIVINATION OF THE SORCERERS. 
CHAP. XXXVII.--ILLUSIVE APPEARANCE OF THE MOON. 
AND THEY MAKE MOON AND STARS APPEAR ON THE CEILING AFTER THIS MANNER. IN THE CENTRAL PART OF THE CEILING, HAVING FASTENED A MIRROR, PLACING A DISH FULL OF WATER EQUALLY (WITH THE MIRROR) IN THE CENTRAL PORTION OF THE FLOOR, AND SETTING IN A CENTRAL PLACE LIKEWISE A CANDLE, EMITTING A FAINT LIGHT FROM A HIGHER POSITION THAN THE DISH, IN THIS WAY, BY REFLECTION, (THE MAGICIAN) CAUSES THE MOON TO APPEAR BY THE MIRROR. BUT FREQUENTLY, ALSO, THEY SUSPEND ON HIGH FROM THE CEILING, AT A DISTANCE, A DRUM, BUT WHICH, BEING COVERED WITH SOME GARMENT, IS CONCEALED BY THE ACCOMPLICE, IN ORDER THAT (THE HEAVENLY BODY) MAY NOT APPEAR BEFORE THE (PROPER) TIME. AND AFTERWARDS PLACING A CANDLE (WITHIN THE DRUM), WHEN THE MAGICIAN GIVES THE SIGNAL TO THE ACCOMPLICE, HE REMOVES SO MUCH OF THE COVERING AS MAY BE SUFFICIENT FOR EFFECTING AN IMITATION REPRESENTING THE FIGURE OF THE MOON AS IT IS AT THAT PARTICULAR TIME. HE SMEARS, HOWEVER, THE LUMINOUS PARTS OF THE DRUM WITH CINNABAR AND GUM; AND HAVING PARED AROUND THE NECK AND BOTTOM OF A FLAGON OF GLASS READY BEHIND, HE PUTS A CANDLE IN IT, AND PLACES AROUND IT SOME OF THE REQUISITE CONTRIVANCES FOR MAKING THE FIGURES SHINE, WHICH SOME ONE OF THE ACCOMPLICES HAS CONCEALED ON HIGH; AND ON RECEIVING THE SIGNAL, HE THROWS DOWN FROM ABOVE THE CONTRIVANCES, SO TO MAKE THE MOON APPEAR DESCENDING FROM THE SKY. AND THE SAME RESULT IS ACHIEVED BY MEANS OF A JAR IN SYLVAN LOCALITIES. FOR IT IS BY MEANS OF A JAR THAT THE TRICKS IN A HOUSE ARE PERFORMED. FOR HAVING SET UP AN ALTAR, SUBSEQUENTLY IS (PLACED UPON IT) THE JAR, HAVING A LIGHTED LAMP; WHEN, HOWEVER, THERE ARE A GREATER NUMBER OF LAMPS, NO SUCH SIGHT IS DISPLAYED. AFTER THEN THE ENCHANTER INVOKES THE MOON, HE ORDERS ALL THE LIGHTS TO BE EXTINGUISHED, YET THAT ONE BE LEFT FAINTLY BURNING; AND THEN THE LIGHT, THAT WHICH STREAMS FROM THE JAR, IS REFLECTED ON THE CEILING, AND FURNISHES TO THOSE PRESENT A REPRESENTATION OF THE MOON; THE MOUTH OF THE JAR BEING KEPT COVERED FOR THE TIME WHICH IT WOULD SEEM TO REQUIRE, IN ORDER THAT THE REPRESENTATION OF FULL MOON SHOULD BE EXHIBITED ON THE CEILING. 
CHAP. XXXVIII.--ILLUSIVE APPEARANCE OF THE STARS. 
BUT THE SCALES OF FISHES--FOR INSTANCE, THE SEAHORSE--CAUSE THE STARS TO APPEAR TO BE; THE SCALES BEING STEEPED IN A MIXTURE OF WATER AND GUM, AND FASTENED ON THE CEILING AT INTERVALS. 
CHAP. XXXIX.--IMITATION OF AN EARTHQUAKE. 
THE SENSATION OF AN EARTHQUAKE THEY CAUSE IN SUCH A WAY, AS THAT ALL THINGS SEEM SET IN MOTION; ORDURE OF A WEASEL BURNED WITH A MAGNET UPON COALS (HAS THIS EFFECT). 
CHAP. XL.--TRICK WITH THE LIVER. 
AND THEY EXHIBIT A LIVER SEEMINGLY BEARING AN INSCRIPTION IN THIS MANNER. WITH THE LEFT HAND HE WRITES WHAT HE WISHES, APPENDING IT TO THE QUESTION, AND THE LETTERS ARE TRACED WITH GALL JUICE AND STRONG VINEGAR. THEN TAKING UP THE LIVER, RETAINING IT IN THE LEFT HAND, HE MAKES SOME DELAY, AND THEN IT DRAWS AWAY THE IMPRESSION, AND IT IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE, AS IT WERE, WRITING UPON IT. 
CHAP. XLI.--MAKING A SKULL SPEAK. 
BUT PUTTING A SKULL ON THE GROUND, THEY MAKE IT SPEAK IN THIS MANNER. THE SKULL ITSELF IS MADE OUT OF THE CAUL OF AN OX; AND WHEN FASHIONED INTO THE REQUISITE FIGURE, BY MEANS OF ETRUSCAN WAX AND PREPARED GUM, (AND) WHEN THIS MEMBRANE IS PLACED AROUND, IT PRESENTS THE APPEARANCE OF A SKULL, WHICH SEEMS TO ALL TO SPEAK WHEN THE CONTRIVANCE OPERATES; IN THE SAME MANNER AS WE HAVE EXPLAINED IN THE CASE OF THE (ATTENDANT) YOUTHS, WHEN, HAVING PROCURED THE WINDPIPE OF A CRANE, OR SOME SUCH LONG-NECKED ANIMAL, AND ATTACHING IT COVERTLY TO THE SKULL, THE ACCOMPLICE UTTERS WHAT HE WISHES. AND WHEN HE DESIRES (THE SKULL) TO BECOME INVISIBLE, HE APPEARS AS IF BURNING INCENSE, PLACING AROUND, (FOR THIS PURPOSE,) A QUANTITY OF COALS; AND WHEN THE WAX CATCHES THE HEAT OF THESE, IT MELTS, AND IN THIS WAY THE SKULL IS SUPPOSED TO BECOME INVISIBLE. 
CHAP. XLII.--THE FRAUD OF THE FOREGOING PRACTICES; THEIR CONNECTION WITH HERESY. 
THESE ARE THE DEEDS OF THE MAGICIANS, AND INNUMERABLE OTHER SUCH (TRICKS) THERE ARE WHICH WORK ON THE CREDULITY OF THE DUPES, BY FAIR BALANCED WORDS, AND THE APPEARANCE OF PLAUSIBLE ACTS. AND THE HERESIARCHS, ASTONISHED AT THE ART OF THESE (SORCERERS), HAVE IMITATED THEM, PARTLY BY DELIVERING THEIR DOCTRINES IN SECRECY AND DARKNESS, AND PARTLY BY ADVANCING (THESE TENETS) AS THEIR OWN. FOR THIS REASON, BEING DESIROUS OF WARNING THE MULTITUDE, WE HAVE BEEN THE MORE PAINSTAKING, IN ORDER NOT TO OMIT ANY EXPEDIENT PRACTICED BY THE MAGICIANS, FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE DISPOSED TO BE DECEIVED. WE HAVE BEEN HOWEVER DRAWN, NOT UNREASONABLY, INTO A DETAIL OF SOME OF THE SECRET (MYSTERIES) OF THE SORCERERS, WHICH ARE NOT VERY REQUISITE, TO BE SURE, IN REFERENCE TO THE SUBJECT TAKEN IN HAND; YET, FOR THE PURPOSE OF GUARDING AGAINST THE VILLAINOUS AND INCOHERENT ART OF MAGICIANS, MAY BE SUPPOSED USEFUL. SINCE, THEREFORE, AS FAR AS DELINEATION IS FEASIBLE, WE HAVE EXPLAINED THE OPINIONS OF ALL (SPECULATORS), EXERTING ESPECIAL ATTENTION TOWARDS THE ELUCIDATION OF THE OPINIONS INTRODUCED AS NOVELTIES BY THE HERESIARCHS; (OPINIONS) WHICH, AS FAR AS PIETY IS CONCERNED, ARE FUTILE AND SPURIOUS, AND WHICH ARE NOT, EVEN AMONG THEMSELVES, PERHAPS DEEMED WORTHY OF SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. (HAVING PURSUED THIS COURSE OF INQUIRY), IT SEEMS EXPEDIENT THAT, BY MEANS OF A COMPENDIOUS DISCOURSE, WE SHOULD RECALL TO THE (READER'S) MEMORY STATEMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY MADE. 
CHAP. XLIII.--RECAPITULATION OF THEOLOGIES AND COSMOGONIES; SYSTEM OF THE PERSIANS; OF THE BABYLONIANS; THE EGYPTIAN NOTION OF DEITY; THEIR THEOLOGY BASED ON A THEORY OF NUMBERS; THEIR SYSTEM OF COSMOGONY. 
AMONG ALL THOSE WHO THROUGHOUT THE EARTH, AS PHILOSOPHERS AND THEOLOGIANS, HAVE CARRIED ON INVESTIGATIONS, HAS PREVAILED DIVERSITY OF OPINION CONCERNING THE DEITY, AS TO HIS ESSENCE OR NATURE. FOR SOME AFFIRM HIM TO BE FIRE, AND SOME SPIRIT, AND SOME WATER, WHILE OTHERS SAY THAT HE IS EARTH. AND EACH OF THE ELEMENTS LABOURS UNDER SOME DEFICIENCY, AND ONE IS WORSTED BY THE OTHER. TO THE WISE MEN OF THE WORLD, THIS, HOWEVER, HAS OCCURRED, WHICH IS OBVIOUS TO PERSONS POSSESSING INTELLIGENCE; (I MEAN) THAT, BEHOLDING THE STUPENDOUS WORKS OF CREATION, THEY WERE CONFUSED RESPECTING THE SUBSTANCE OF EXISTING THINGS, SUPPOSING THAT THESE WERE TOO VAST TO ADMIT OF DERIVING GENERATION FROM ANOTHER, AND AT THE SAME TIME (ASSERTING) THAT NEITHER THE UNIVERSE ITSELF IS GOD. AS FAR AS THEOLOGY WAS CONCERNED, THEY DECLARED, HOWEVER, A SINGLE CAUSE FOR THINGS THAT FALL UNDER THE COGNIZANCE OF VISION, EACH SUPPOSING THE CAUSE WHICH HE ADJUDGED THE MOST REASONABLE; AND SO, WHEN GAZING ON THE OBJECTS MADE BY GOD, AND ON THOSE WHICH ARE THE MOST INSIGNIFICANT IN COMPARISON WITH HIS OVERPOWERING MAJESTY, NOT, HOWEVER, BEING ABLE TO EXTEND THE MIND TO THE MAGNITUDE OF GOD AS HE REALLY IS, THEY DEIFIED THESE (WORKS OF THE EXTERNAL WORLD). BUT THE PERSIANS, SUPPOSING THAT THEY HAD PENETRATED MORE WITHIN THE CONFINES OF THE TRUTH, ASSERTED THAT THE DEITY IS LUMINOUS, A LIGHT CONTAINED IN AIR. THE BABYLONIANS, HOWEVER, AFFIRMED THAT THE DEITY IS DARK, WHICH VERY OPINION ALSO APPEARS THE CONSEQUENCE OF THE OTHER; FOR DAY FOLLOWS NIGHT, AND NIGHT DAY. DO NOT THE EGYPTIANS, HOWEVER, WHO SUPPOSE THEMSELVES MORE ANCIENT THAN ALL, SPEAK OF THE POWER OF THE DEITY? (THIS POWER THEY ESTIMATE BY) CALCULATING THESE INTERVALS OF THE PARTS (OF THE ZODIAC; AND, AS IF) BY A MOST DIVINE INSPIRATION, THEY ASSERTED THAT THE DEITY IS AN INDIVISIBLE MONAD, BOTH ITSELF GENERATING ITSELF, AND THAT OUT OF THIS WERE FORMED ALL THINGS. FOR THIS, SAY THEY, BEING UNBEGOTTEN, PRODUCES THE SUCCEEDING NUMBERS; FOR INSTANCE, THE MONAD, SUPERADDED INTO ITSELF, GENERATES THE DUAD; AND IN LIKE MANNER, WHEN SUPERADDED (INTO DUAD, TRIAD, AND SO FORTH), PRODUCES THE TRIAD AND TETRAD, UP TO THE DECADE, WHICH IS THE BEGINNING AND END OF NUMBERS. WHEREFORE IT IS THAT THE FIRST AND TENTH MONAD IS GENERATED, ON ACCOUNT OF THE DECADE BEING EQUIPOLLENT, AND BEING RECKONED FOR A MONAD, AND (BECAUSE) THIS MULTIPLIED TEN TIMES WILL BECOME A HUNDRED, AND AGAIN BECOMES A MONAD, AND THE HUNDRED MULTIPLIED TEN TIMES WILL PRODUCE A THOUSAND, AND THIS WILL BE A MONAD. IN THIS MANNER ALSO THE THOUSAND MULTIPLIED TEN TIMES MAKE UP THE FULL SUM OF A MYRIAD; IN LIKE MANNER WILL IT BE A MONAD. BUT BY A COMPARISON OF INDIVISIBLE QUANTITIES, THE KINDRED NUMBERS OF THE MONAD COMPREHEND 3, 5, 7, 9. 
THERE IS ALSO, HOWEVER, A MORE NATURAL RELATION OF A DIFFERENT NUMBER TO THE MONAD, ACCORDING TO THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE ORBIT OF SIX DAYS' DURATION, (THAT IS), OF THE DUAD, ACCORDING TO THE POSITION AND DIVISION OF EVEN NUMBERS. BUT THE KINDRED NUMBER IS 4 AND 8. THESE, HOWEVER, TAKING FROM THE MONAD OF THE NUMBERS AN IDEA OF VIRTUE, PROGRESSED UP TO THE FOUR ELEMENTS; (I ALLUDE), OF COURSE, TO SPIRIT, AND FIRE, AND WATER, AND EARTH. AND OUT OF THESE HAVING MADE THE WORLD, (GOD) FRAMED IT A HERMAPHRODITE, AND ALLOCATED TWO ELEMENTS FOR THE UPPER HEMISPHERE, NAMELY SPIRIT AND FIRE; AND THIS IS STYLED THE HEMISPHERE OF THE MONAD, (A HEMISPHERE) BENEFICENT, AND ASCENDING, AND MASCULINE. FOR, BEING COMPOSED OF SMALL PARTICLES, THE MONAD SOARS INTO THE MOST RARIFIED AND PUREST PART OF THE ATMOSPHERE; AND THE OTHER TWO ELEMENTS, EARTH AND WATER, BEING MORE GROSS, HE ASSIGNED TO THE DUAD; AND THIS IS TERMED THE DESCENDING HEMISPHERE, BOTH FEMININE AND MISCHIEVOUS. AND LIKEWISE, AGAIN, THE UPPER ELEMENTS THEMSELVES, WHEN COMPARED ONE WITH ANOTHER, COMPRISE IN ONE ANOTHER BOTH MALE AND FEMALE FOR FRUITFULNESS AND INCREASE OF THE WHOLE CREATION. AND THE FIRE IS MASCULINE, AND THE SPIRIT FEMININE. AND AGAIN, THE WATER IS MASCULINE, AND THE EARTH FEMININE. AND SO, FROM THE BEGINNING FIRE CONSORTED WITH SPIRIT, AND WATER WITH EARTH. FOR AS THE POWER OF SPIRIT IS FIRE, SO ALSO THAT OF EARTH IS WATER...AND THE ELEMENTS THEMSELVES, WHEN COMPUTED AND RESOLVED BY SUBTRACTION OF ENNEADS, TERMINATE PROPERLY, SOME OF THEM IN THE MASCULINE NUMBER, AND OTHERS OF THEM IN THE FEMININE. AND, AGAIN, THE ENNEAD IS SUBTRACTED FOR THIS CAUSE, BECAUSE THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY PARTS OF THE ENTIRE (CIRCLE) CONSIST OF ENNEADS, AND FOR THIS REASON THE FOUR REGIONS OF THE WORLD ARE CIRCUMSCRIBED BY NINETY PERFECT PARTS. AND LIGHT HAS BEEN APPROPRIATED TO THE MONAD, AND DARKNESS TO THE DUAD, AND LIFE TO LIGHT, ACCORDING TO NATURE, AND DEATH TO THE DUAD. AND TO LIFE (HAS BEEN APPROPRIATED) JUSTICE; AND TO DEATH, INJUSTICE. WHEREFORE EVERYTHING GENERATED AMONG MASCULINE NUMBERS IS BENEFICENT, WHILE THAT (PRODUCED) AMONG FEMININE (NUMBERS) IS MISCHIEVOUS. FOR INSTANCE, THEY PURSUE THEIR CALCULATIONS THUS: MONAD--THAT WE MAY COMMENCE FROM THIS--BECOMES 361, WHICH (NUMBERS) TERMINATE IN A MONAD BY THE SUBTRACTION OF THE ENNEAD. IN LIKE MANNER, RECKON THUS: DUAD BECOMES 605; TAKE AWAY THE ENNEADS, IT ENDS IN A DUAD, AND EACH REVERTS INTO ITS OWN PECULIAR (FUNCTION). 
CHAP. XLIV.--EGYPTIAN THEORY OF NATURE; THEIR AMULETS. 
FOR THE MONAD, THEREFORE, AS BEING BENEFICENT, THEY ASSERT THAT THERE ARE CONSEQUENTLY NAMES ASCENDING, AND BENEFICENT, AND MASCULINE, AND CAREFULLY OBSERVED, TERMINATING IN AN UNEVEN NUMBER; WHEREAS THAT THOSE TERMINATING IN THE EVEN NUMBER HAVE BEEN SUPPOSED TO BE BOTH DESCENDING, AND FEMININE AND MALICIOUS. FOR THEY AFFIRM THAT NATURE IS MADE UP OF CONTRARIES, NAMELY BAD AND GOOD, AS RIGHT AND LEFT, LIGHT AND DARKNESS, NIGHT AND DAY, LIFE AND DEATH. AND MOREOVER, THEY MAKE THIS ASSERTION, THAT THEY HAVE CALCULATED THE WORD "DEITY," (AND FOUND THAT IT REVERTS INTO A PENTAD WITH AN ENNEAD SUBTRACTED). NOW THIS NAME IS AN EVEN NUMBER, AND WHEN IT IS WRITTEN DOWN (ON SOME MATERIAL) THEY ATTACH IT TO THE BODY, AND ACCOMPLISH CURES BY IT. IN THIS MANNER, LIKEWISE, A CERTAIN HERB, TERMINATING IN THIS NUMBER, BEING SIMILARLY FASTENED AROUND (THE FRAME), OPERATES BY REASON OF A SIMILAR CALCULATION OF THE NUMBER. NAY, EVEN A DOCTOR CURES SICKLY PEOPLE BY A SIMILAR CALCULATION. IF, HOWEVER, THE CALCULATION IS CONTRARY, IT DOES NOT HEAL WITH FACILITY. PERSONS ATTENDING TO THESE NUMBERS RECKON AS MANY AS ARE HOMOGENEOUS ACCORDING TO THIS PRINCIPLE; SOME, HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO VOWELS ALONE; WHEREAS OTHERS ACCORDING TO THE ENTIRE NUMBER. SUCH ALSO IS THE WISDOM OF THE EGYPTIANS, BY WHICH, AS THEY BOAST, THEY SUPPOSE THAT THEY COGNIZE THE DIVINE NATURE. 
CHAP. XLV.--USE OF THE FOREGOING DISCUSSIONS. 
IT APPEARS, THEN, THAT THESE SPECULATIONS ALSO HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED BY US. BUT SINCE I THINK THAT I HAVE OMITTED NO OPINION FOUND IN THIS EARTHLY AND GROVELING WISDOM, I PERCEIVE THAT THE SOLICITUDE EXPENDED BY US ON THESE SUBJECTS HAS NOT BEEN USELESS. FOR WE OBSERVE THAT OUR DISCOURSE HAS BEEN SERVICEABLE NOT ONLY FOR A REFUTATION OF HERESIES, BUT ALSO IN REFERENCE TO THOSE WHO ENTERTAIN THESE OPINIONS. NOW THESE, WHEN THEY ENCOUNTER THE EXTREME CARE EVINCED BY US, WILL EVEN BE STRUCK WITH ADMIRATION OF OUR EARNESTNESS, AND WILL NOT DESPISE OUR INDUSTRY AND CONDEMN CHRISTIANS AS FOOLS WHEN THEY DISCERN THE OPINIONS TO WHICH THEY THEMSELVES HAVE STUPIDLY ACCORDED THEIR BELIEF. AND FURTHERMORE, THOSE WHO, DESIROUS OF LEARNING, ADDICT THEMSELVES TO THE TRUTH, WILL BE ASSISTED BY OUR DISCOURSE TO BECOME, WHEN THEY HAVE LEARNED THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE HERESIES, MORE INTELLIGENT NOT ONLY FOR THE EASY REFUTATION OF THOSE WHO HAVE ATTEMPTED TO DECEIVE THEM, BUT THAT ALSO, WHEN THEY HAVE ASCERTAINED THE AVOWED OPINIONS OF THE WISE MEN, AND HAVE BEEN MADE ACQUAINTED WITH THEM, THAT THEY SHALL NEITHER BE CONFUSED BY THEM AS IGNORANT PERSONS WOULD, NOR BECOME THE DUPES OF CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS ACTING AS IF FROM SOME AUTHORITY; NAY, MORE THAN THIS, THEY SHALL BE ON THEIR GUARD AGAINST THOSE THAT ARE ALLOWING THEMSELVES TO BECOME VICTIMS TO THESE DELUSIONS. 
CHAP. XLVI.--THE ASTROTHEOSOPHISTS; ARATUS IMITATED BY THE HERESIARCHS; HIS SYSTEM OF THE DISPOSITION OF THE STARS. 
HAVING SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED THESE OPINIONS, LET US NEXT PASS ON TO A CONSIDERATION OF THE SUBJECT TAKEN IN HAND, IN ORDER THAT, BY PROVING WHAT WE HAVE DETERMINED CONCERNING HERESIES, AND BY COMPELLING THEIR (CHAMPIONS) TO RETURN TO THESE SEVERAL (SPECULATORS) THEIR PECULIAR TENETS, WE MAY SHOW THE HERESIARCHS DESTITUTE (OF A SYSTEM); AND BY PROCLAIMING THE FOLLY OF THOSE WHO ARE PERSUADED (BY THESE HETERODOX TENETS), WE SHALL PREVAIL ON THEM TO RETRACE THEIR COURSE TO THE SERENE HAVEN OF THE TRUTH. IN ORDER, HOWEVER, THAT THE STATEMENTS ABOUT TO FOLLOW MAY SEEM MORE-CLEAR TO THE READERS, IT IS EXPEDIENT ALSO TO DECLARE THE OPINIONS ADVANCED BY ARATUS CONCERNING THE DISPOSITION OF THE STARS OF THE HEAVENS. (AND THIS IS NECESSARY), INASMUCH AS SOME PERSONS, ASSIMILATING THESE (DOCTRINES) TO THOSE DECLARED BY THE SCRIPTURES, CONVERT (THE HOLY WRITINGS) INTO ALLEGORIES, AND ENDEAVOR TO SEDUCE THE MIND OF THOSE WHO GIVE HEED TO THEIR (TENETS), DRAWING THEM ON BY PLAUSIBLE WORDS INTO THE ADMISSION OF WHATEVER OPINIONS THEY WISH, (AND) EXHIBITING A STRANGE MARVEL, AS IF THE ASSERTIONS MADE BY THEM WERE FIXED AMONG THE STARS. THEY, HOWEVER, GAZING INTENTLY ON THE VERY EXTRAORDINARY WONDER, ADMIRERS AS THEY ARE OF TRIFLES, ARE FASCINATED LIKE A BIRD CALLED THE OWL, WHICH EXAMPLE IT IS PROPER TO MENTION, ON ACCOUNT OF THE STATEMENTS THAT ARE ABOUT TO FOLLOW. THE ANIMAL (I SPEAK OF) IS, HOWEVER, NOT VERY DIFFERENT FROM AN EAGLE, EITHER IN SIZE OR FIGURE, AND IT IS CAPTURED IN THE FOLLOWING WAY: THE HUNTER OF THESE BIRDS, WHEN HE SEES A FLOCK OF THEM LIGHTING ANYWHERE, SHAKING HIS HANDS, AT A DISTANCE PRETENDS TO DANCE, AND SO BY LITTLE AND LITTLE DRAWS NEAR THE BIRDS. BUT THEY, STRUCK WITH AMAZEMENT AT THE STRANGE SIGHT, ARE RENDERED UNOBSERVANT OF EVERYTHING PASSING AROUND THEM. BUT OTHERS OF THE PARTY, WHO HAVE COME INTO THE COUNTRY EQUIPPED FOR SUCH A PURPOSE, COMING FROM BEHIND UPON THE BIRDS, EASILY LAY HOLD ON THEM AS THEY ARE GAZING ON THE DANCER. WHEREFORE I DESIRE THAT NO ONE, ASTONISHED BY SIMILAR WONDERS OF THOSE WHO INTERPRET THE (ASPECT OF) HEAVEN, SHOULD, LIKE THE OWL, BE TAKEN CAPTIVE. FOR THE KNAVERY PRACTICED BY SUCH SPECULATORS MAY BE CONSIDERED DANCING AND SILLINESS, BUT NOT TRUTH. ARATUS, THEREFORE, EXPRESSES HIMSELF THUS: "JUST AS MANY ARE THEY; HITHER AND THITHER THEY ROLL DAY BY DAY OVER HEAVEN, ENDLESS, EVER, (THAT IS, EVERY STAR), YET THIS DECLINES NOT EVEN LITTLE; BUT THUS EXACTLY EVER REMAINS WITH AXIS FIXED AND POISED IN EVERY PART HOLDS EARTH MIDWAY, AND HEAVEN ITSELF AROUND CONDUCTS." 
CHAP. XLVII.--OPINIONS OF THE HERETICS BORROWED FROM ARATUS. 
ARATUS SAYS THAT THERE ARE IN THE SKY REVOLVING, THAT IS, GYRATING STARS, BECAUSE FROM EAST TO WEST, AND WEST TO EAST, THEY JOURNEY PERPETUALLY, (AND) IN AN ORBICULAR FIGURE. AND HE SAYS THAT THERE REVOLVES TOWARDS "THE BEARS" THEMSELVES, LIKE SOME STREAM OF A RIVER, AN ENORMOUS AND PRODIGIOUS MONSTER, (THE) SERPENT; AND THAT THIS IS WHAT THE DEVIL SAYS IN THE BOOK OF JOB TO THE DEITY, WHEN (SATAN) USES THESE WORDS: "I HAVE TRAVERSED EARTH UNDER HEAVEN, AND HAVE GONE AROUND," THAT IS, THAT I HAVE BEEN TURNED AROUND, AND THEREBY HAVE BEEN ABLE TO SURVEY THE WORLDS. FOR THEY SUPPOSE THAT TOWARDS THE NORTH POLE IS SITUATED THE DRAGON, THE SERPENT, FROM THE HIGHEST POLE LOOKING UPON ALL (THE OBJECTS), AND GAZING ON ALL THE WORKS OF CREATION, IN ORDER THAT NOTHING OF THE THINGS THAT ARE BEING MADE MAY ESCAPE HIS NOTICE. FOR THOUGH ALL THE STARS IN THE FIRMAMENT SET, THE POLE OF THIS (LUMINARY) ALONE NEVER SETS, BUT, CAREERING HIGH ABOVE THE HORIZON, SURVEYS AND BEHOLDS ALL THINGS, AND NONE OF THE WORKS OF CREATION, HE SAYS, CAN ESCAPE HIS NOTICE. 
"WHERE CHIEFLY SETTINGS MINGLE AND RISINGS ONE WITH OTHER." 
(HERE ARATUS) SAYS THAT THE HEAD OF THIS (CONSTELLATION) IS PLACED. FOR TOWARDS THE WEST AND EAST OF THE TWO HEMISPHERES IS SITUATED THE HEAD OF THE DRAGON, IN ORDER, HE SAYS, THAT NOTHING MAY ESCAPE HIS NOTICE THROUGHOUT THE SAME QUARTET, EITHER OF OBJECTS IN THE WEST OR THOSE IN THE EAST, BUT THAT THE BEAST MAY KNOW ALL THINGS AT THE SAME TIME. AND NEAR THE HEAD ITSELF OF THE DRAGON IS THE APPEARANCE OF A MAN, CONSPICUOUS BY MEANS OF THE STARS, WHICH ARATUS STYLES A WEARIED IMAGE, AND LIKE ONE OPPRESSED WITH LABOUR, AND HE IS DENOMINATED "ENGONASIS." ARATUS THEN AFFIRMS THAT HE DOES NOT KNOW WHAT THIS TOIL IS, AND WHAT THIS PRODIGY IS THAT REVOLVES IN HEAVEN. THE HERETICS, HOWEVER, WISHING BY MEANS OF THIS ACCOUNT OF THE STARS TO ESTABLISH THEIR OWN DOCTRINES, (AND) WITH MORE THAN ORDINARY EARNESTNESS DEVOTING THEIR ATTENTION TO THESE (ASTRONOMIC SYSTEMS), ASSERT THAT ENGONASIS IS ADAM, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD AS MOSES DECLARED, GUARDING THE HEAD OF THE DRAGON, AND THE DRAGON (GUARDING) HIS HEEL. FOR SO ARATUS EXPRESSES HIMSELF: "THE RIGHT-FOOT'S TRACK OF THE DRAGON FIERCE POSSESSING." 
CHAP. XLVIII.--INVENTION OF THE LYRE; ALLEGORIZING THE APPEARANCE AND POSITION OF THE STARS; ORIGIN OF THE PHOENICIANS; THE LOGOS IDENTIFIED BY ARATUS WITH THE CONSTELLATION CANIS; INFLUENCE OF CANIS ON FERTILITY AND LIFE GENERALLY. 
AND (ARATUS) SAYS THAT (THE CONSTELLATIONS) LYRA AND CORONA HAVE BEEN PLACED ON BOTH SIDES NEAR HIM, NOW I MEAN ENGONASIS,--BUT THAT HE BENDS THE KNEE, AND STRETCHES FORTH BOTH HANDS, AS IF MAKING A CONFESSION OF SIN. AND THAT THE LYRE IS A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT FASHIONED BY LOGOS WHILE STILL ALTOGETHER AN INFANT, AND THAT LOGOS IS THE SAME AS HE WHO IS DENOMINATED MERCURY AMONG THE GREEKS. AND ARATUS, WITH REGARD TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE LYRE, OBSERVES: "THEN, FURTHER, ALSO NEAR THE CRADLE, HERMES PIERCED IT THROUGH, AND SAID, CALL IT LYRE." IT CONSISTS OF SEVEN STRINGS, SIGNIFYING BY THESE SEVEN STRINGS THE ENTIRE HARMONY AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE WORLD AS IT IS MELODIOUSLY CONSTITUTED. FOR IN SIX DAYS THE WORLD WAS MADE, AND (THE CREATOR) RESTED ON THE SEVENTH. IF, THEN, SAYS (ARATUS), ADAM, ACKNOWLEDGING (HIS GUILT) AND GUARDING THE HEAD OF THE BEAST, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF THE DEITY, WILL IMITATE LYRA, THAT IS, OBEY THE LOGOS OF GOD, THAT IS, SUBMIT TO THE LAW, HE WILL RECEIVE CORONA THAT IS SITUATED NEAR HIM. IF, HOWEVER, HE NEGLECTS HIS DUTY, HE SHALL BE HURLED DOWNWARDS IN COMPANY WITH THE BEAST THAT LIES UNDERNEATH, AND SHALL HAVE, HE SAYS, HIS PORTION WITH THE BEAST. AND ENGONASIS SEEMS ON BOTH SIDES TO EXTEND HIS HANDS, AND ON ONE TO TOUCH LYRA, AND ON THE OTHER CORONA--AND THIS IS HIS CONFESSION; SO THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO DISTINGUISH HIM BY MEANS OF THIS (SIDEREAL) CONFIGURATION ITSELF. BUT CORONA NEVERTHELESS IS PLOTTED AGAINST, AND FORCIBLY DRAWN AWAY BY ANOTHER BEAST, A SMALLER DRAGON, WHICH IS THE OFFSPRING OF HIM WHO IS GUARDED BY THE FOOT OF ENGONASIS. A MAN ALSO STANDS FIRMLY GRASPING WITH BOTH HANDS, AND DRAGGING TOWARDS THE SPACE BEHIND THE SERPENT FROM CORONA; AND HE DOES NOT PERMIT THE BEAST TO TOUCH CORONA. THOUGH MAKING A VIOLENT EFFORT TO DO SO. AND ARATUS STYLES HIM ANGUITENENS, BECAUSE HE RESTRAINS THE IMPETUOSITY OF THE SERPENT IN HIS ATTEMPT TO REACH CORONA. BUT LOGOS, HE SAYS, IS HE WHO, IN THE FIGURE OF A MAN, HINDERS THE BEAST FROM REACHING CORONA, COMMISERATING HIM WHO IS BEING PLOTTED AGAINST BY THE DRAGON AND HIS OFFSPRING SIMULTANEOUSLY. THESE (CONSTELLATIONS), "THE BEARS," HOWEVER, HE SAYS, ARE TWO HEBDOMADS, COMPOSED OF SEVEN STARS, IMAGES OF TWO CREATIONS. FOR THE FIRST CREATION, HE AFFIRMS, IS THAT ACCORDING TO ADAM IN LABOURS, THIS IS HE WHO IS SEEN "ON HIS KNEES" (ENGONASIS). THE SECOND CREATION, HOWEVER, IS THAT ACCORDING TO CHRIST, BY WHICH WE ARE REGENERATED; AND THIS IS ANGUITENENS, WHO STRUGGLES AGAINST THE BEAST, AND HINDERS HIM FROM REACHING CORONA, WHICH IS RESERVED FOR THE MAN. BUT "THE GREAT BEAR" IS, HE SAYS, HELICE, SYMBOL OF A MIGHTY WORLD TOWARDS WHICH THE GREEKS STEER THEIR COURSE, THAT IS, FOR WHICH THEY ARE BEING DISCIPLINED. AND, WAFTED BY THE WAVES OF LIFE, THEY FOLLOW ONWARDS, (HAVING IN PROSPECT) SOME SUCH REVOLVING WORLD OR DISCIPLINE OR WISDOM WHICH CONDUCTS THOSE BACK THAT FOLLOW IN PURSUIT OF SUCH A WORLD. FOR THE TERM HELICE SEEMS TO SIGNIFY A CERTAIN CIRCLING AND REVOLUTION TOWARDS THE SAME POINTS. THERE IS LIKEWISE A CERTAIN OTHER "SMALL BEAR" (CYNOSURIS), AS IT WERE SOME IMAGE OF THE SECOND CREATION--THAT FORMED ACCORDING TO GOD. FOR FEW, HE SAYS, THERE ARE THAT JOURNEY BY THE NARROW PATH. BUT THEY ASSERT THAT CYNOSURIS IS NARROW, TOWARDS WHICH ARATUS SAYS THAT THE SI DONIANS NAVIGATE. BUT ARATUS HAS SPOKEN PARTLY OF THE SIDONIANS, (BUT MEANS) THE PHOENICIANS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE ADMIRABLE WISDOM OF THE PHOENICIANS. THE GREEKS, HOWEVER, ASSERT THAT THEY ARE PHOENICIANS, WHO HAVE MIGRATED FROM (THE SHORES OF) THE RED SEA INTO THIS COUNTRY WHERE THEY EVEN AT PRESENT DWELL, FOR THIS IS THE OPINION OF HERODOTUS. NOW CYNOSURA, HE SAYS, IS THIS (LESSER) BEAR, THE SECOND CREATION; THE ONE OF LIMITED DIMENSIONS, THE NARROW WAY, AND NOT HELICE. FOR HE DOES NOT LEAD THEM BACK, BUT GUIDES FORWARD BY A STRAIGHT PATH, THOSE THAT FOLLOW HIM BEING (THE TAIL) OF CANIS. FOR CANIS IS THE LOGOS, PARTLY GUARDING AND PRESERVING THE FLOCK, THAT IS PLOTTED AGAINST BY THE WOLVES; AND PARTLY LIKE A DOG, HUNTING THE BEASTS FROM THE CREATION, AND DESTROYING THEM; AND PARTLY PRODUCING ALL THINGS, AND BEING WHAT THEY EXPRESS BY THE NAME "CYON" (CANIS), THAT IS, GENERATOR. HENCE IT IS SAID, ARATUS HAS SPOKEN OF THE RISING OF CANIS, EXPRESSING HIMSELF THUS: "WHEN, HOWEVER, CANIS HAS RISEN, NO LONGER DO THE CROPS MISS." THIS IS WHAT HE SAYS: PLANTS THAT HAVE BEEN PUT INTO THE EARTH UP TO THE PERIOD OF CANIS' RISING, FREQUENTLY, THOUGH NOT HAVING STRUCK ROOT, ARE YET COVERED WITH A PROFUSION OF LEAVES, AND AFFORD INDICATIONS TO SPECTATORS THAT THEY WILL BE PRODUCTIVE, AND THAT THEY APPEAR FULL OF LIFE, (THOUGH IN REALITY) NOT HAVING VITALITY IN THEMSELVES FROM THE ROOT. BUT WHEN THE RISING OF CANIS TAKES PLACE, THE LIVING IS SEPARATED FROM THE DEAD BY CANIS; FOR WHATSOEVER PLANTS HAVE NOT TAKEN ROOT, REALLY UNDERGO PUTREFACTION. THIS CANIS, THEREFORE, HE SAYS, AS BEING A CERTAIN DIVINE LOGOS, HAS BEEN APPOINTED JUDGE OF QUICK AND DEAD. AND AS (THE INFLUENCE OF) CANIS IS OBSERVABLE IN THE VEGETABLE PRODUCTIONS OF THIS WORLD, SO IN PLANTS OF CELESTIAL GROWTH--IN MEN--IS BEHELD THE (POWER OF THE) LOGOS. FROM SOME SUCH CAUSE, THEN, CYNOSURA, THE SECOND CREATION, IS SET IN THE FIRMAMENT AS AN IMAGE OF A CREATION BY THE LOGOS. THE DRAGON, HOWEVER, IN THE CENTRE RECLINES BETWEEN THE TWO CREATIONS, PREVENTING A TRANSITION OF WHATEVER THINGS ARE FROM THE GREAT CREATION TO THE SMALL CREATION; AND IN GUARDING THOSE THAT ARE FIXED IN THE (GREAT) CREATION, AS FOR INSTANCE ENGONASIS, OBSERVING (AT THE SAME TIME) HOW AND IN WHAT MANNER EACH IS CONSTITUTED IN THE SMALL CREATION. AND (THE DRAGON) HIMSELF IS WATCHED AT THE HEAD, HE SAYS, BY ANGUITENENS. THIS IMAGE, HE AFFIRMS, IS FIXED IN HEAVEN, BEING A CERTAIN WISDOM TO THOSE CAPABLE OF DISCERNING IT. IF. HOWEVER, THIS IS OBSCURE, BY MEANS OF SOME OTHER IMAGE, HE SAYS THE CREATION TEACHES (MEN) TO PHILOSOPHIZE, IN REGARD TO WHICH ARATUS HAS EXPRESSED HIMSELF THUS: "NEITHER OF CEPHEUS IASIDAS ARE WE THE WRETCHED BROOD." 
CHAP. XLIX.--SYMBOL OF THE CREATURE; AND OF SPIRIT; AND OF THE DIFFERENT ORDERS OF ANIMALS, 
BUT ARATUS SAYS, NEAR THIS (CONSTELLATION) IS CEPHEUS, AND CASSIEPEA, AND ANDROMEDA, AND PERSEUS, GREAT LINEAMENTS OF THE CREATION TO THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO DISCERN THEM. FOR HE ASSERTS THAT CEPHEUS IS ADAM, CASSIEPEA EVE, ANDROMEDA THE SOUL OF BOTH OF THESE, PERSEUS THE LOGOS, WINGED OFFSPRING OF JOVE, AND CETOS THE PLOTTING MONSTER. NOT TO ANY OF THESE. BUT TO ANDROMEDA ONLY DOES HE REPAIR, WHO SLAYS THE BEAST; FROM WHOM, LIKEWISE TAKING UNTO HIMSELF ANDROMEDA, WHO HAD BEEN DELIVERED (AND) CHAINED TO THE BEAST, THE LOGOS--THAT IS, PERSEUS--ACHIEVES, BE SAYS, HER LIBERATION. PERSEUS, HOWEVER, IS THE WINGED AXLE THAT. PIERCES BOTH POLES THROUGH THE CENTER OF THE EARTH, AND TURNS THE WORLD ROUND. THE SPIRIT ALSO, THAT WHICH IS IN THE WORLD, IS (SYMBOLIZED BY) CYCNUS, A BIRD--A MUSICAL ANIMAL NEAR "THE BEARS"--TYPE OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT, BECAUSE THAT WHEN IT APPROACHES THE END ITSELF OF LIFE, IT ALONE IS FITTED BY NATURE TO SING, ON DEPARTING WITH GOOD HOPE FROM THE WICKED CREATION, (AND) OFFERING UP HYMNS UNTO GOD. BUT CRABS, AND BULLS, AND LIONS, AND RAMS, AND GOATS, AND KIDS, AND AS MANY OTHER BEASTS AS HAVE THEIR NAMES USED FOR DENOMINATING THE STARS IN THE FIRMAMENT, ARE, HE SAYS, IMAGES, AND EXEMPLARS FROM WHICH THE CREATION, SUBJECT TO CHANGE, OBTAINING (THE DIFFERENT) SPECIES, BECOMES REPLETE WITH ANIMALS OF THIS DESCRIPTION. 
CHAP. L.--FOLLY OF ASTROLOGY. 
EMPLOYING THESE ACCOUNTS, (THE HERETICS) THINK TO DECEIVE AS MANY OF THESE AS DEVOTE THEMSELVES OVER-SEDULOUSLY TO THE ASTROLOGERS, FROM THENCE STRIVING TO CONSTRUCT A SYSTEM OF RELIGION THAT IS WIDELY DIVERGENT FROM THE THOUGHTS OF THESE (SPECULATORS). WHEREFORE, BELOVED, LET US AVOID THE HABIT OF ADMIRING TRIFLES, SECURED BY WHICH THE BIRD (STYLED) THE OWL (IS CAPTURED). FOR THESE AND OTHER SUCH SPECULATIONS ARE, (AS IT WERE), DANCING, AND NOT TRUTH. FOR NEITHER DO THE STARS YIELD THESE POINTS OF INFORMATION; BUT MEN OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, FOR THE DESIGNATION OF CERTAIN STARS, THUS CALLED THEM BY NAMES, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT BECOME TO THEM EASILY DISTINGUISHABLE. FOR WHAT SIMILARITY WITH A BEAR OR LION, OR KID, OR WATERMAN, OR CEPHEUS, OR ANDROMEDA, OR THE SPECTERS THAT HAVE NAMES GIVEN THEM IN HADES, HAVE THE STARS THAT ARE SCATTERED OVER THE FIRMAMENT--FOR WE MUST REMEMBER THAT THESE MEN, AND THE TITLES THEMSELVES, CAME INTO EXISTENCE LONG AFTER THE ORIGIN OF MAN,-- (WHAT, I SAY, IS IN COMMON BETWEEN THE TWO), THAT THE HERETICS, ASTONISHED AT THE MARVEL, SHOULD THUS STRIVE BY MEANS OF SUCH DISCOURSES TO STRENGTHEN THEIR OWN OPINIONS? 
CHAP. LI.--THE HEBDOMADARII; SYSTEM OF THE ARITHMETICIANS; PRESSED INTO THE SERVICE OF HERESY; INSTANCES OF, IN SIMON AND VALENTINUS; THE NATURE OF THE UNIVERSE DEDUCIBLE FROM THE PHYSIOLOGY OF THE BRAIN. 
BUT SINCE ALMOST EVERY HERESY (THAT HAS SPRUNG UP) THROUGH THE ARITHMETICAL ART HAS DISCOVERED MEASURES OF HEBDOMADS AND CERTAIN PROJECTIONS OF AEONS, EACH RENDING THE ART DIFFERENTLY, WHILE WHATEVER VARIATION PREVAILED WAS IN THE NAMES MERELY; AND (SINCE) PYTHAGORAS BECAME THE INSTRUCTOR OF THESE, TINT INTRODUCING NUMBERS OF THIS SORT AMONG THE GREEKS FROM EGYPT, IT SEEMS EXPEDIENT NOT TO OMIT EVEN THIS, BUT, AFTER WE HAVE GIVEN A COMPENDIOUS ELUCIDATION, TO APPROACH THE DEMONSTRATION OF THOSE THINGS THAT WE PROPOSE TO INVESTIGATE. ARITHMETICIANS AND GEOMETERS AROSE, TO WHOM ESPECIALLY PYTHAGORAS FIRST SEEMS TO HAVE FURNISHED PRINCIPLES. AND FROM NUMBERS THAT CAN CONTINUALLY PROGRESS AD INFINITUM BY MULTIPLICATION, AND FROM FIGURES, THESE DERIVED THEIR FIRST PRINCIPLES, AS CAPABLE OF BEING DISCERNED BY REASON ALONE; FOR A PRINCIPLE OF GEOMETRY, AS ONE MAY PERCEIVE, IS AN INDIVISIBLE POINT. FROM THAT POINT, HOWEVER, BY MEANS OF THE ART, THE GENERATION OF ENDLESS FIGURES FROM THE POINT IS DISCOVERED. FOR THE POINT BEING DRAWN INTO LENGTH BECOMES A LINE, AFTER BEING THUS CONTINUED, HAVING A POINT FOR ITS EXTREMITY. AND A LINE FLOWING OUT INTO BREADTH BEGETS A SURFACE, AND THE LIMITS OF THE SURFACE ARE LINES; BUT A SURFACE FLOWING OUT INTO BREADTH BECOMES BODY, AND WHEN WHAT IS SOLID HAS IN THIS MANNER DERIVED EXISTENCE FROM, ALTOGETHER, THE SMALLEST POINT, THE NATURE OF A HUGE BODY IS CONSTITUTED; AND THIS IS WHAT SIMON EXPRESSES THUS: "THE LITTLE WILL BE GREAT, BEING AS A POINT, AND THE GREAT ILLIMITABLE." NOW THIS COINCIDES WITH THE GEOMETRICAL DOCTRINE OF A POINT. BUT OF THE ARITHMETICAL ART, WHICH BY COMPOSITION CONTAINS PHILOSOPHY, NUMBER BECAME A FIRST PRINCIPLE, WHICH IS AN INDEFINABLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE (ENTITY), COMPRISING IN ITSELF ALL THE NUMBERS THAT CAN GO ON AD INFINITUM BY AGGREGATION. BUT THE FIRST MONAD BECAME A PRINCIPLE, ACCORDING TO SUBSTANCE, OF THE NUMBERS, WHICH (PRINCIPLE) IS A MALE MONAD, PRO-CREATING PATERNALLY ALL THE REST OF THE NUMBERS. SECONDLY, THE DUAD IS A FEMALE NUMBER, WHICH BY THE ARITHMETICIANS IS ALSO ITSELF DENOMINATED EVEN. THIRDLY, THE TRIAD IS A MALE NUMBER; THIS ALSO IT HAS BEEN THE USUAL CUSTOM OF ARITHMETICIANS TO STYLE ODD. IN ADDITION TO ALL THESE, THE TETRAD IS A FEMALE NUMBER; AND THIS SAME, BECAUSE IT IS FEMININE, IS LIKEWISE DENOMINATED EVEN. ALL THE NUMBERS THEREFORE, TAKEN GENERICALLY, ARE FOUR--NUMBER, HOWEVER, AS REGARDS GENUS, IS INDEFINITE--FROM WHICH, ACCORDING TO THEIR SYSTEM, IS FORMED THE PERFECT NUMBER--I MEAN THE DECADE. FOR ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR, BECOME TEN--AS HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY PROVED--IF THE PROPER DENOMINATION BE PRESERVED, ACCORDING TO SUBSTANCE, FOR EACH OF THE NUMBERS. THIS IS THE SACRED QUATERNION, ACCORDING TO PYTHAGORAS, HAVING IN ITSELF ROOTS OF AN ENDLESS NATURE, THAT IS, ALL OTHER NUMBERS; FOR ELEVEN, AND TWELVE, AND THE REST, DERIVE THE PRINCIPLE OF GENERATION FROM THE TEN. OF THIS DECADE--THE PERFECT NUMBER--THERE ARE CALLED FOUR PARTS--NUMBER, MONAD, POWER, CUBE--WHOSE CONNECTIONS AND MIXTURES TAKE PLACE FOR THE GENERATION OF INCREASE, ACCORDING TO NATURE COMPLETING THE PRODUCTIVE NUMBER. FOR WHEN THE SQUARE IS MULTIPLIED INTO ITSELF, IT BECOMES A BIQUADRATIC; BUT WHEN THE SQUARE IS MULTIPLIED INTO A CUBE, IT BECOMES THE PRODUCT OF A QUADRATIC AND CUBE; BUT WHEN A CUBE IS MULTIPLIED INTO A CUBE, IT BECOMES THE PRODUCT OF CUBE MULTIPLIED BY CUBE. WHEREFORE ALL THE NUMBERS ARE SEVEN; SO THAT THE GENERATION OF THINGS PRODUCED MAY BE FROM THE HEBDOMAD--WHICH IS NUMBER, MONAD, POWER, CUBE, BIQUADRATIC, PRODUCT OF QUADRATIC MULTIPLIED BY CUBE, PRODUCT OF CUBE MULTIPLIED BY CUBE. OF THIS HEBDOMAD SIMON AND VALENTINUS, HAVING ALTERED THE NAMES, DETAILED MARVELOUS STORIES, FROM THENCE HASTILY ADOPTING A SYSTEM FOR THEMSELVES. FOR SIMON EMPLOYS HIS DENOMINATIONS THUS: MIND, INTELLIGENCE, NAME, VOICE, RATIOCINATION, REFLECTION; AND HE WHO STOOD, STANDS, WILL STAND. AND VALENTINUS (ENUMERATES THEM THUS): MIND, TRUTH, WORD, LIFE, MAN, CHURCH, AND THE FATHER, RECKONED ALONG WITH THESE, ACCORDING TO THE SAME PRINCIPLES AS THOSE ADVANCED BY THE CULTIVATORS OF ARITHMETICAL PHILOSOPHY. AND (HERESIARCHS) ADMIRING, AS IF UNKNOWN TO THE MULTITUDE, (THIS PHILOSOPHY, AND) FOLLOWING IT, HAVE FRAMED HETERODOX DOCTRINES DEVISED BY THEMSELVES. SOME INDEED, THEN, ATTEMPT LIKEWISE TO FORM THE HEBDOMADS FROM THE MEDICAL (ART), BEING ASTONISHED AT THE DISSECTION OF THE BRAIN, ASSERTING THAT THE SUBSTANCE OF THE UNIVERSE AND THE POWER OF PROCREATION AND THE GODHEAD COULD BE ASCERTAINED FROM THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE BRAIN. FOR THE BRAIN, BEING THE DOMINANT PORTION OF THE ENTIRE BODY, REPOSES CALM AND UNMOVED, CONTAINING WITHIN ITSELF THE SPIRIT. SUCH AN ACCOUNT, THEN, IS NOT INCREDIBLE, BUT WIDELY DIFFERS FROM THE CONCLUSIONS WHICH THESE (HERETICS) ATTEMPT TO DEDUCE FROM IT. FOR THE BRAIN, ON BEING DISSECTED, HAS WITHIN IT WHAT MAY BE CALLED A VAULTED CHAMBER. AND ON EITHER SIDE OF THIS ARE THIN MEMBRANES, WHICH THEY TERM LITTLE WINGS. NOW THESE ARE GENTLY MOVED BY THE SPIRIT, AND IN TURN PROPEL TOWARDS THE CEREBELLUM THE SPIRIT, WHICH, CAREERING THROUGH A CERTAIN BLOOD-VESSEL LIKE A REED, ADVANCES TOWARDS THE PINEAL GLAND. AND NEAR THIS IS SITUATED THE ENTRANCE OF THE CEREBELLUM, WHICH ADMITS THE CURRENT OF SPIRIT, AND DISTRIBUTES IT INTO WHAT IS STYLED THE SPINAL MARROW. BUT FROM THEM THE WHOLE FRAME PARTICIPATES IN THE SPIRITUAL ENERGY, INASMUCH AS ALL THE ARTERIES, LIKE A BRANCH, ARE FASTENED ON FROM THIS BLOOD-VESSEL, THE EXTREMITY OF WHICH TERMINATES IN THE GENITAL BLOOD-VESSELS, WHENCE ALL THE (ANIMAL) SEEDS PROCEEDING FROM THE BRAIN THROUGH THE LOIN ARE SECRETED (IN THE SEMINAL GLANDS). THE FORM, HOWEVER, OF THE BRAIN IS LIKE THE HEAD OF A SERPENT, RESPECTING WHICH A LENGTHENED DISCUSSION IS MAINTAINED BY THE PROFESSORS OF KNOWLEDGE, FALSELY SO NAMED, AS WE SHALL PROVE. SIX OTHER COUPLING LIGAMENTS GROW OUT OF THE BRAIN, WHICH, TRAVERSING ROUND THE HEAD, AND HAVING THEIR TERMINATION IN (THE HEAD) ITSELF, HOLD BODIES TOGETHER; BUT THE SEVENTH (LIGAMENT) PROCEEDS FROM THE CEREBELLUM TO THE LOWER PARTS OF THE REST OF THE FRAME, AS WE HAVE DECLARED. AND RESPECTING THIS THERE IS AN ENLARGED DISCUSSION, WHENCE BOTH SIMON AND VALENTINUS WILL BE FOUND BOTH TO HAVE DERIVED FROM THIS SOURCE STARTING-POINTS FOR THEIR OPINIONS, AND, THOUGH THEY MAY NOT ACKNOWLEDGE IT, TO BE IN THE FIRST INSTANCE LIARS, THEN HERETICS. SINCE, THEN, IT APPEARS THAT WE HAVE SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED THESE TENETS LIKEWISE, AND THAT ALL THE REPUTED OPINIONS OF THIS EARTHLY PHILOSOPHY HAVE BEEN COMPRISED IN FOUR BOOKS; IT SEEMS EXPEDIENT TO PROCEED TO A CONSIDERATION OF THE DISCIPLES OF THESE MEN, NAY RATHER, THOSE WHO HAVE FURTIVELY APPROPRIATED THEIR DOCTRINES. 
NOTE. [ON P. 43 SUPRA I OMITTED TO DIRECT ATTENTION TO THE DESIRABLE ENLARGEMENT OF NOTE 3 BY A REFERENCE TO HOMER'S HYMN OF MERCURY AND ITS MINUTE DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION OF THE LYRE. THE PASSAGE IS GIVEN IN HENRY NELSON COLERIDGE'S INTRODUCTION, ETC., P. 202. THE VERSIFIED TRANSLATION OF SHELLEY IS INIMITABLE; IN OTTAVA RIMA, BUT INSTINCT WITH THE ETHOS OF THE ORIGINAL.] 
HIPPOLYTUS: REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES
BOOK V.
THE FOLLOWING ARE THE CONTENTS OF THE FIFTH BOOK OF THE REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES: - WHAT THE ASSERTIONS ARE OF THE NAASSENI, WHO STYLE THEMSELVES GNOSTICS, AND THAT THEY ADVANCE THOSE OPINIONS WHICH THE PHILOSOPHERS OF THE GREEKS PREVIOUSLY PROPOUNDED, AS WELL AS THOSE WHO HAVE HANDED DOWN MYSTICAL (RITES), FROM (BOTH OF) WHOM THE NAASSENI TAKING OCCASION, HAVE CONSTRUCTED THEIR HERESIES. AND WHAT ARE THE TENETS OF THE PERSTAE, AND THAT THEIR SYSTEM IS NOT FRAMED BY THEM OUT OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, BUT FROM ASTROLOGICAL ART. WHAT IS THE DOCTRINE OF THE SETHIANS, AND THAT, PURLOINING THEIR THEORIES FROM THE WISE MEN AMONG THE GREEKS, THEY HAVE PATCHED TOGETHER THEIR OWN SYSTEM OUT OF SHREDS OF OPINION TAKEN FROM MUSAEUS, AND LINUS, AND ORPHEUS? WHAT ARE THE TENETS OF JUSTINUS, AND THAT HIS SYSTEM IS FRAMED BY HIM, NOT OUT OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, BUT FROM THE DETAIL OF MARVELS FURNISHED BY HERODOTUS THE HISTORIAN? 
CHAP. I.- RECAPITULATION; CHARACTERISTICS OF HERESY; ORIGIN OF THE NAME NAASSENI; THE SYSTEM OF THE NAASSENI. 
I THINK THAT IN THE FOUR PRECEDING BOOKS I HAVE VERY ELABORATELY EXPLAINED THE OPINIONS PROPOUNDED BY ALL THE SPECULATORS AMONG BOTH GREEKS AND BARBARIANS, RESPECTING THE DIVINE NATURE AND THE CREATION OF THE WORLD; AND NOT EVEN HAVE I OMITTED THE CONSIDERATION OF THEIR SYSTEMS OF MAGIC. SO THAT I HAVE FOR MY READERS UNDERGONE NO ORDINARY AMOUNT OF TOIL, IN MY ANXIETY TO URGE MANY, FORWARD INTO A DESIRE OF LEARNING, AND INTO STEADFASTNESS OF KNOWLEDGE IN REGARD OF THE TRUTH. IT REMAINS, THEREFORE, TO HASTEN ON TO THE REFUTATION OF THE HERESIES; BUT IT IS FOR THE PURPOSE OF FURNISHING THIS (REFUTATION) THAT WE HAVE PUT FORWARD THE STATEMENTS ALREADY MADE BY US. FOR FROM PHILOSOPHERS THE HERESIARCHS DERIVING STARTING-POINTS, (AND) LIKE COBBLERS PATCHING TOGETHER, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN PARTICULAR INTERPRETATION, THE BLUNDERS OF THE ANCIENTS, HAVE ADVANCED THEM AS NOVELTIES TO THOSE THAT ARE CAPABLE OF BEING DECEIVED, AS WE SHALL PROVE IN THE FOLLOWING BOOKS. IN THE REMAINDER (OF OUR WORK), THE OPPORTUNITY INVITES US TO APPROACH THE TREATMENT OF OUR PROPOSED SUBJECTS, AND TO BEGIN FROM THOSE WHO HAVE PRESUMED TO CELEBRATE A SERPENT, THE ORIGINATOR OF THE ERROR (IN QUESTION), THROUGH CERTAIN EXPRESSIONS DEVISED BY THE ENERGY OF HIS OWN (INGENUITY). THE PRIESTS, THEN, AND CHAMPIONS OF THE SYSTEM, HAVE BEEN FIRST THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED NAASSENI, BEING SO DENOMINATED FROM THE HEBREW LANGUAGE, FOR THE SERPENT IS CALLED NAAS (IN HEBREW). SUBSEQUENTLY, HOWEVER, THEY HAVE STYLED THEMSELVES GNOSTICS, ALLEGING THAT THEY ALONE HAVE SOUNDED THE DEPTHS OF KNOWLEDGE. NOW, FROM THE SYSTEM OF THESE (SPECULATORS), MANY, DETACHING PARTS, HAVE CONSTRUCTED A HERESY WHICH, THOUGH WITH SEVERAL SUBDIVISIONS, IS ESSENTIALLY ONE, AND THEY EXPLAIN PRECISELY THE SAME (TENETS); THOUGH CONVEYED UNDER THE GUISE OF DIFFERENT OPINIONS, AS THE FOLLOWING DISCUSSION, ACCORDING AS IT PROGRESSES, WILL PROVE. THESE (NAASSENI), THEN, ACCORDING TO THE SYSTEM ADVANCED BY THEM, MAGNIFY, (AS THE ORIGINATING CAUSE) OF ALL THINGS ELSE, A MAN AND A SON OF MAN. AND THIS MAN IS A HERMAPHRODITE, AND IS DENOMINATED AMONG THEM ADAM; AND HYMNS MANY AND VARIOUS ARE MADE TO HIM. THE HYMNS? HOWEVER--TO BE BRIEF--ARE COUCHED AMONG THEM IN SOME SUCH FORM AS THIS: "FROM THEE (COMES) FATHER, AND THROUGH THEE (COMES) MOTHER, TWO NAMES IMMORTAL, PROGENITORS OF AEONS, O DENIZEN OF HEAVEN, THOU ILLUSTRIOUS MAN." BUT THEY DIVIDE HIM AS GERYON INTO THREE PARTS. FOR, SAY THEY, OF THIS MAN ONE PART IS RATIONAL, ANOTHER PSYCHICAL, ANOTHER EARTHLY. AND THEY SUPPOSE THAT THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM IS THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF THE CAPACITY FOR A KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, EXPRESSING THEMSELVES THUS: "THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF PERFECTION IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF MAN, WHILE THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IS ABSOLUTE PERFECTION." ALL THESE QUALITIES, HOWEVER--RATIONAL, AND PSYCHICAL, AND EARTHLY--HAVE, (THE NAASSENE) SAYS, RETIRED AND DESCENDED INTO ONE MAN SIMULTANEOUSLY--JESUS, WHO WAS BORN OF MARY. AND THESE THREE MEN (THE NAASSENE) SAYS, ARE IN THE HABIT OF SPEAKING (THROUGH JESUS) AT THE SAME TIME TOGETHER, EACH FROM THEIR OWN PROPER SUBSTANCES TO THOSE PECULIARLY THEIR OWN. FOR, ACCORDING TO THESE, THERE ARE THREE KINDS OF ALL EXISTENT THINGS--ANGELIC, PSYCHICAL, EARTHLY; AND THERE ARE THREE CHURCHES--ANGELIC, PSYCHICAL, EARTHLY; AND THE NAMES OF THESE ARE ELECT, CALLED, CAPTIVE. 
CHAP. II.--NAASSENI ASCRIBE THEIR SYSTEM, THROUGH MARIAMNE, TO JAMES THE LORD'S BROTHER; REALLY TRACEABLE TO THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES; THEIR PSYCHOLOGY AS GIVEN IN THE "GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THOMAS;" ASSYRIAN THEORY OF THE SOUL; THE SYSTEMS OF THE NAASSENI AND THE ASSYRIANS COMPARED; SUPPORT DRAWN BY THE NAASSENI FROM THE PHRYGIAN AND EGYPTIAN MYSTERIES; THE MYSTERIES OF ISIS; THESE MYSTERIES ALLEGORIZED BY THE NAASSENI. 
THESE ARE THE HEADS OF VERY NUMEROUS DISCOURSES WHICH (THE NAASSENE) ASSERTS JAMES THE BROTHER OF THE LORD HANDED DOWN TO MARIAMNE. IN ORDER, THEN, THAT THESE IMPIOUS (HERETICS) MAY NO LONGER BELIE MARIAMNE OR JAMES, OR THE SAVIOUR HIMSELF, LET US COME TO THE MYSTIC RITES (WHENCE THESE HAVE DERIVED THEIR FIGMENT),--TO A CONSIDERATION, IF IT SEEMS RIGHT, OF BOTH THE BARBARIAN AND GRECIAN (MYSTERIES),--AND LET US SEE HOW THESE (HERETICS), COLLECTING TOGETHER THE SECRET AND INEFFABLE MYSTERIES OF ALL THE GENTILES, ARE UTTERING FALSEHOODS AGAINST CHRIST, AND ARE MAKING DUPES OF THOSE WHO ARE NOT ACQUAINTED WITH THESE ORGIES OF THE GENTILES. FOR SINCE THE FOUNDATION OF THE DOCTRINE WITH THEM IS THE MAN ADAM, AND THEY SAY THAT CONCERNING HIM IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN, "WHO SHALL DECLARE HIS GENERATION?" LEARN HOW, PARTLY DERIVING FROM THE GENTILES THE UNDISCOVERABLE AND DIVERSIFIED GENERATION OF THE MAN, THEY FICTITIOUSLY APPLY IT TO CHRIST. "NOW EARTH," SAY THE GREEKS, "GAVE FORTH A MAN, (EARTH) FIRST BEARING A GOODLY GIFT, WISHING TO BECOME MOTHER NOT OF PLANTS DEVOID OF SENSE, NOR BEASTS WITHOUT REASON, BUT OF A GENTLE AND HIGHLY FAVOURED CREATURE." "IT, HOWEVER, IS DIFFICULT," (THE NAASSENE) SAYS, "TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER ALALCOMENEUS, FIRST OF MEN, ROSE UPON THE BOEOTIANS OVER LAKE CEPHISUS; OR WHETHER IT WERE THE IDAEAN CURETES, A DIVINE RACE; OR THE PHRYGIAN CORYBANTES, WHOM FIRST THE SUN BEHELD SPRINGING UP AFTER THE MANNER OF THE GROWTH OF TREES; OR WHETHER ARCADIA BROUGHT FORTH PELASGUS, OF GREATER ANTIQUITY THAN THE MOON; OR ELEUSIS (PRODUCED) DIAULUS, AN INHABITANT OF RARIA; OR LEMNUS BEGOT CABIRUS, FAIR CHILD OF SECRET ORGIES; OR PALLERIE (BROUGHT FORTH) THE PHLEGRAEAN ALCYONEUS, OLDEST OF THE GIANTS. BUT THE LIBYANS AFFIRM THAT IARBAS, FIRST BORN, ON EMERGING FROM ARID PLAINS, COMMENCED EATING THE SWEET ACORN OF JUPITER. BUT THE NILE OF THE EGYPTIANS," HE SAYS, "UP TO THIS DAY FERTILIZING MUD, (AND THEREFORE) GENERATING ANIMALS, RENDERS UP LIVING BODIES, WHICH ACQUIRE FLESH FROM MOIST VAPOR." THE ASSYRIANS, HOWEVER, SAY THAT FISH-EATING OANNES WAS (THE FIRST MAN, AND) PRODUCED AMONG THEMSELVES. THE CHALDEANS, HOWEVER, SAY THAT THIS ADAM IS THE MAN WHOM ALONE EARTH BROUGHT FORTH. AND THAT HE LAY INANIMATE, UNMOVED, (AND) STILL AS A STATUE; BEING AN IMAGE OF HIM WHO IS ABOVE, WHO IS CELEBRATED AS THE MAN ADAM, HAVING BEEN BEGOTTEN BY MANY POWERS, CONCERNING WHOM INDIVIDUALLY IS AN ENLARGED DISCUSSION. IN ORDER, THEREFORE, THAT FINALLY THE GREAT MAN FROM ABOVE MAY BE OVERPOWERED, "FROM WHOM," AS THEY SAY, "THE WHOLE FAMILY NAMED ON EARTH AND IN THE HEAVENS HAS BEEN FORMED, TO HIM WAS GIVEN ALSO A SOUL, THAT THROUGH THE SOUL HE MIGHT SUFFER; AND THAT THE ENSLAVED IMAGE MAY BE PUNISHED OF THE GREAT AND MOST GLORIOUS AND PERFECT MAN, FOR EVEN SO THEY CALL HIM. AGAIN, THEN, THEY ASK WHAT IS THE SOUL, AND WHENCE, AND WHAT KIND IN ITS NATURE, THAT, COMING TO THE MAN AND MOVING HIM, IT SHOULD ENSLAVE AND PUNISH THE IMAGE OF THE PERFECT MAN. THEY DO NOT, HOWEVER, (ON THIS POINT) INSTITUTE AN INQUIRY FROM THE SCRIPTURES, BUT ASK THIS (QUESTION) ALSO FROM THE MYSTIC (RITES). AND THEY AFFIRM THAT THE SOUL IS VERY DIFFICULT TO DISCOVER, AND HARD TO UNDERSTAND; FOR IT DOES NOT REMAIN IN THE SAME FIGURE OR THE SAME FORM INVARIABLY, OR IN ONE PASSIVE CONDITION, THAT EITHER ONE COULD EXPRESS IT BY A SIGN, OR COMPREHEND IT SUBSTANTIALLY. BUT THEY HAVE THESE VARIED CHANGES (OF THE SOUL) SET DOWN IN THE GOSPEL INSCRIBED "ACCORDING TO THE EGYPTIANS." THEY ARE, THEN, IN DOUBT, AS ALL THE REST OF MEN AMONG THE GENTILES, WHETHER (THE SOUL) IS AT ALL FROM SOMETHING PRE-EXISTENT, OR WHETHER FROM THE SELF-PRODUCED (ONE), OR FROM A WIDESPREAD CHAOS. AND FIRST THEY FLY FOR REFUGE TO THE MYSTERIES OF THE ASSYRIANS, PERCEIVING THE THREEFOLD DIVISION OF THE MAN; FOR THE ASSYRIANS FIRST ADVANCED THE OPINION THAT THE SOUL HAS THREE PARTS, AND YET (IS ESSENTIALLY) ONE. FOR OF SOUL, SAY THEY, IS EVERY NATURE DESIROUS, AND EACH IN A DIFFERENT MANNER. FOR SOUL IS CAUSE OF ALL THINGS MADE; ALL THINGS THAT ARE NOURISHED, (THE NAASSENE) SAYS, AND THAT GROW, REQUIRE SOUL. FOR IT IS NOT POSSIBLE, HE SAYS, TO OBTAIN ANY NOURISHMENT OR GROWTH WHERE SOUL IS NOT PRESENT. FOR EVEN STONES, HE AFFIRMS, ARE ANIMATED, FOR THEY POSSESS WHAT IS CAPABLE OF INCREASE; BUT INCREASE WOULD NOT AT ANY TIME TAKE PLACE WITHOUT NOURISHMENT, FOR IT IS BY ACCESSION THAT THINGS WHICH ARE BEING INCREASED GROW, BUT ACCESSION IS THE NOURISHMENT OF THINGS THAT ARE NURTURED. EVERY NATURE, THEN, AS OF THINS CELESTIAL AND (THE NAASENE) SAYS, OF THINGS CELESTIAL, AND EARTHLY, AND INFERNAL, DESIRES A SOUL. AND AN ENTITY OF THIS DESCRIPTION THE ASSYRIANS CALL ADONIS OR ENDYMION; AND WHEN IT IS STYLED ADONIS, VENUS, HE SAYS, LOVES AND DESIRES THE SOUL WHEN STYLED BY SUCH A NAME. BUT VENUS IS PRODUCTION, ACCORDING TO THEM. BUT WHENEVER PROSERPINE OR CORA BECOMES ENAMORED WITH ADONIS, THERE RESULTS, HE SAYS, A CERTAIN MORTAL SOUL SEPARATED FROM VENUS (THAT IS, FROM GENERATION). BUT SHOULD THE MOON PASS INTO CONCUPISCENCE FOR ENDYMION, AND INTO LOVE OF HER FORM, THE NATURE, HE SAYS, OF THE HIGHER BEINGS REQUIRES A SOUL LIKEWISE. BUT IF, HE SAYS, THE MOTHER OF THE GODS EMASCULATE ATTIS, AND HERSELF HAS THIS (PERSON) AS AN OBJECT OF AFFECTION, THE BLESSED NATURE, HE SAYS, OF THE SUPERNAL AND EVERLASTING (BEINGS) ALONE RECALLS THE MALE POWER OF THE SOUL TO ITSELF. FOR (THE NAASSENE) SAYS, THERE IS THE HERMAPHRODITE MAN. ACCORDING TO THIS ACCOUNT OF THEIRS, THE INTERCOURSE OF WOMAN WITH MAN IS DEMONSTRATED, IN CONFORMITY WITH SUCH TEACHING, TO BE AN EXCEEDINGLY WICKED AND FILTHY (PRACTICE). FOR, SAYS (THE NAASSENE), ATTIS HAS BEEN EMASCULATED, THAT IS, HE HAS PASSED OVER FROM THE EARTHLY PARTS OF THE NETHER WORLD TO THE EVERLASTING SUBSTANCE ABOVE, WHERE, HE SAYS, THERE IS NEITHER FEMALE OR MALE, BUT A NEW CREATURE, A NEW MAN, WHICH IS HERMAPHRODITE. AS TO WHERE, HOWEVER, THEY USE THE EXPRESSION "ABOVE," I SHALL SHOW WHEN I COME TO THE PROPER PLACE (FOR TREATING THIS SUBJECT). BUT THEY ASSERT THAT, BY THEIR ACCOUNT, THEY TESTIFY THAT RHEA IS NOT ABSOLUTELY ISOLATED, BUT--FOR SO I MAY SAY--THE UNIVERSAL CREATURE; AND THIS THEY DECLARE TO BE WHAT IS AFFIRMED BY THE WORD. "FOR THE INVISIBLE THINGS OF HIM ARE SEEN FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, BEING UNDERSTOOD BY THE THINGS THAT ARE MADE BY HIM, EVEN HIS ETERNAL POWER AND GODHEAD, FOR THE PURPOSE OF LEAVING THEM WITHOUT EXCUSE. WHEREFORE, KNOWING GOD, THEY GLORIFIED HIM NOT AS GOD, NOR GAVE HIM THANKS; BUT THEIR FOOLISH HEART WAS RENDERED VAIN. FOR, PROFESSING THEMSELVES TO BE WISE, THEY BECAME FOOLS, AND CHANGED THE GLORY OF THE UNCORRUPTIBLE GOD INTO IMAGES OF THE LIKENESS OF CORRUPTIBLE MAN, AND OF BIRDS, AND FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS, AND CREEPING THINGS. WHEREFORE ALSO GOD GAVE THEM UP UNTO VILE AFFECTIONS; FOR EVEN THEIR WOMEN DID CHANGE THE NATURAL USE INTO THAT WHICH IS AGAINST NATURE." WHAT, HOWEVER, THE NATURAL USE IS, ACCORDING TO THEM, WE SHALL AFTERWARDS DECLARE? "AND LIKEWISE ALSO THE MEN, LEAVING THE NATURAL USE OF THE WOMAN, BURNED IN THEIR LUST ONE TOWARD ANOTHER; MEN WITH MEN WORKING THAT WHICH IS UNSEEMLY"--NOW THE EXPRESSION THAT WHICH IS UNSEEMLY SIGNIFIES, ACCORDING TO THESE (NAASSENI), THE FIRST AND BLESSED SUBSTANCE, FIGURELESS, THE CAUSE OF ALL FIGURES TO THOSE THINGS THAT ARE MOLDED INTO SHAPES,--"AND RECEIVING IN THEMSELVES THAT RECOMPENSE OF THEIR ERROR WHICH WAS MEET." FOR IN THESE WORDS WHICH PAUL HAS SPOKEN THEY SAY THE ENTIRE SECRET OF THEIRS, AND A HIDDEN MYSTERY OF BLESSED PLEASURE, ARE COMPRISED. FOR THE PROMISE OF WASHING IS NOT ANY OTHER, ACCORDING TO THEM, THAN THE INTRODUCTION OF HIM THAT IS WASHED IN, ACCORDING TO THEM, LIFE-GIVING WATER, AND ANOINTED WITH INEFFABLE OINTMENT (THAN HIS INTRODUCTION) INTO UNFADING BLISS BUT THEY ASSERT THAT NOT ONLY IS THERE IN FAVOUR OF THEIR DOCTRINE, TESTIMONY TO BE DRAWN FROM THE MYSTERIES OF THE ASSYRIANS, BUT ALSO FROM THOSE OF THE PHRYGIANS CONCERNING THE HAPPY NATURE--CONCEALED, AND YET AT THE SAME TIME DISCLOSED--OF THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN, AND ARE COMING INTO EXISTENCE, AND MOREOVER WILL BE,- (A HAPPY NATURE) WHICH, (THE NAASSENE) SAYS, IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN TO BE SOUGHT FOR WITHIN A MAN. AND CONCERNING THIS (NATURE) THEY HAND DOWN AN EXPLICIT PASSAGE, OCCURRING IN THE GOSPEL INSCRIBED ACCORDING TO THOMAS, EXPRESSING THEMSELVES THUS: "HE WHO SEEKS ME, WILL FIND, ME IN CHILDREN FROM SEVEN YEARS OLD; FOR THERE CONCEALED, I SHALL IN THE FOURTEENTH AGE BE MADE MANIFEST." THIS, HOWEVER, IS NOT (THE TEACHING) OF CHRIST, BUT OF HIPPOCRATES, WHO USES THESE WORDS: "A CHILD OF SEVEN YEARS IS HALF OF A FATHER." AND SO IT IS THAT THESE (HERETICS), PLACING THE ORIGINATIVE NATURE OF THE UNIVERSE IN CAUSATIVE SEED, (AND) HAVING ASCERTAINED THE (APHORISM) OF HIPPOCRATES, THAT A CHILD OF SEVEN YEARS OLD IS HALF OF A FATHER, SAY THAT IN FOURTEEN YEARS, ACCORDING TO THOMAS, HE IS MANIFESTED. THIS, WITH THEM, IS THE INEFFABLE AND MYSTICAL LOGOS. THEY ASSERT, THEN, THAT THE EGYPTIANS, WHO AFTER THE PHRYGIANS, IT IS ESTABLISHED, ARE OF GREATER ANTIQUITY THAN ALL MANKIND, AND WHO CONFESSEDLY WERE THE FIRST TO PROCLAIM TO ALL THE REST OF MEN THE RITES AND ORGIES OF, AT THE SAME TIME, ALL THE GODS, AS WELL AS THE SPECIES AND ENERGIES (OF THINGS), HAVE THE SACRED AND AUGUST, AND FOR THOSE WHO ARE NOT INITIATED, UNSPEAKABLE MYSTERIES OF ISIS. THESE, HOWEVER, ARE NOT ANYTHING ELSE THAN WHAT BY HER OF THE SEVEN DRESSES AND SABLE ROBE WAS SOUGHT AND SNATCHED AWAY, NAMELY, THE PUDENDUM OF OSIRIS. AND THEY SAY THAT OSIRIS IS WATER. BUT THE SEVEN-ROBED NATURE, ENCIRCLED AND ARRAYED WITH SEVEN MANTLES OF ETHEREAL TEXTURE--FOR SO THEY CALL THE PLANETARY STARS, ALLEGORIZING AND DENOMINATING THEM ETHEREAL ROBES, IS AS IT WERE THE CHANGEABLE GENERATION, AND IS EXHIBITED AS THE CREATURE TRANSFORMED BY THE INEFFABLE AND UNPORTRAYABLE, AND INCONCEIVABLE AND FIGURELESS ONE. AND THIS, (THE NAASSENE) SAYS, IS WHAT IS DECLARED IN SCRIPTURE, "THE JUST WILL FALL SEVEN TIMES, AND RISE AGAIN." FOR THESE FALLS, HE SAYS, ARE THE CHANGES OF THE STARS, MOVED BY HIM WHO PUTS ALL THINGS IN MOTION. THEY AFFIRM, THEN, CONCERNING THE SUBSTANCE OF THE SEED WHICH IS A CAUSE OF ALL EXISTENT THINGS, THAT IT IS NONE OF THESE, BUT THAT IT PRODUCES AND FORMS ALL THINGS THAT ARE MADE, EXPRESSING THEMSELVES THUS: "I BECOME WHAT I WISH, AND I AM WHAT I AM: ON ACCOUNT OF THIS I SAY, THAT WHAT PUTS ALL THINGS IN MOTION IS ITSELF UNMOVED. FOR WHAT EXISTS REMAINS FORMING ALL THINGS, AND NAUGHT OF EXISTING THINGS IS MADE." HE SAYS THAT THIS (ONE) ALONE IS GOOD, AND THAT WHAT IS SPOKEN BY THE SAVIOUR IS DECLARED CONCERNING THIS (ONE): "WHY DO YOU SAY THAT AM GOOD? ONE IS GOOD, MY FATHER WHICH IS IN THE HEAVENS, WHO CAUSETH HIS SUN TO RISE UPON THE JUST AND UNJUST, AND SENDETH RAIN UPON SAINTS AND SINNERS." BUT WHO THE SAINTLY ONES ARE ON WHOM HE SENDS THE RAIN, AND THE SINNERS ON WHOM THE SAME SENDS THE RAIN, THIS LIKEWISE WE SHALL AFTERWARDS DECLARE WITH THE REST. AND THIS IS THE GREAT AND SECRET AND UNKNOWN MYSTERY OF THE UNIVERSE, CONCEALED AND REVEALED AMONG THE EGYPTIANS. FOR OSIRIS, (THE NAASSENE) SAYS, IS IN TEMPLES IN FRONT OF ISIS; AND HIS PUDENDUM STANDS EXPOSED, LOOKING DOWNWARDS, AND CROWNED WITH ALL ITS OWN FRUITS OF THINGS THAT ARE MADE. AND (HE AFFIRMS) THAT SUCH STANDS NOT ONLY IN THE MOST HALLOWED TEMPLES CHIEF OF IDOLS, BUT THAT ALSO, FOR THE INFORMATION OF ALL, IT IS AS IT WERE A LIGHT NOT SET UNDER A BUSHEL, BUT UPON A CANDLESTICK, PROCLAIMING ITS MESSAGE UPON THE HOUSETOPS, IN ALL BY WAYS, AND ALL STREETS, AND NEAR THE ACTUAL DWELLINGS, PLACED IN FRONT AS A CERTAIN APPOINTED LIMIT AND TERMINATION OF THE DWELLING, AND THAT THIS IS DENOMINATED THE GOOD (ENTITY) BY ALL. FOR THEY STYLE THIS GOOD-PRODUCING, NOT KNOWING WHAT THEY SAY. AND THE GREEKS, DERIVING THIS MYSTICAL (EXPRESSION) FROM THE EGYPTIANS, PRESERVE IT UNTIL THIS DAY. FOR WE BEHOLD, SAYS (THE NAASSENE), STATUES OF MERCURY, OF SUCH A FIGURE HONOURED AMONG THEM. WORSHIPPING, HOWEVER, CYLLENIUS WITH ESPECIAL DISTINCTION, THEY STYLE HIM LOGOS. FOR MERCURY IS LOGOS, WHO BEING INTERPRETER AND FABRICATOR OF THE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE SIMULTANEOUSLY, AND THAT ARE BEING PRODUCED, AND THAT WILL EXIST, STANDS HONOURED AMONG THEM, FASHIONED INTO SOME SUCH FIGURE AS IS THE PULLENDUM OF A MAN, HAVING AN IMPULSIVE POWER FROM THE PARTS BELOW TOWARDS THOSE ABOVE. AND THAT THIS (DEITY)--THAT IS, A MERCURY OF THIS DESCRIPTION--IS, (THE NAASSENE) SAYS, A CONJURER OF THE DEAD, AND A GUIDE OF DEPARTED SPIRITS, AND AN ORIGINATOR OF SOULS; NOR DOES THIS ESCAPE THE NOTICE OF THE POETS, WHO EXPRESS THEMSELVES THUS: "CYLLENIAN HERMES ALSO CALLED THE SOULS OF MORTAL SUITORS." NOT PENELOPE'S SUITORS, SAYS HE, O WRETCHES! BUT (SOULS) AWAKENED AND BROUGHT TO RECOLLECTION OF THEMSELVES, "FROM HONOUR SO GREAT, AND FROM BLISS SO LONG." THAT IS, FROM THE BLESSED MAN FROM ABOVE, OR THE PRIMAL MAN OR ADAM, AS IT SEEMS TO THEM, SOULS HAVE BEEN CONVEYED DOWN HERE INTO A CREATION OF CLAY, THAT THEY MAY SERVE THE DEMIURGE OF THIS CREATION, IALDABAOTH, A FIERY GOD, A FOURTH NUMBER; FOR SO THEY CALL THE DEMIURGE AND FATHER OF THE FORMAL WORLD:- "AND IN HAND HE HELD A LOVELY WAND OF GOLD THAT HUMAN EYES ENCHANTS, OF WHOM HE WILL, AND THOSE AGAIN WHO SLUMBER ROUSES." THIS, HE SAYS, IS HE WHO ALONE HAS POWER OF LIFE AND DEATH. CONCERNING THIS, HE SAYS, IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN, "THOU SHALT RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON." THE POET, HOWEVER, HE SAYS, BEING DESIROUS OF ADORNING THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE (POTENCY) OF THE BLESSED NATURE OF THE LOGOS, INVESTED HIM WITH NOT AN IRON, BUT GOLDEN WAND. AND HE ENCHANTS THE EYES OF THE DEAD, AS HE SAYS, AND RAISES UP AGAIN THOSE THAT ARE SLUMBERING, AFTER HAVING BEEN ROUSED FROM SLEEP, AND AFTER HAVING BEEN SUITORS. AND CONCERNING THESE, HE SAYS, THE SCRIPTURE SPEAKS: "AWAKE THOU THAT SLEEPEST, AND ARISE, AND CHRIST WILL GIVE THEE LIGHT." THIS IS THE CHRIST WHO, HE SAYS, IN ALL THAT HAVE BEEN GENERATED, IS THE PORTRAYED SON OF MAN FROM THE UNPORTRAYABLE LOGOS. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE GREAT AND UNSPEAKABLE MYSTERY OF THE ELEUSINIAN RITES, HYE, CYE. AND HE AFFIRMS THAT ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED UNTO HIM, AND THIS IS THAT WHICH HAS BEEN SPOKEN, "THEIR SOUND IS GONE FORTH UNTO ALL THE EARTH," JUST AS IT AGREES WITH THE EXPRESSIONS, "MERCURY WAVING HIS WAND, GUIDES THE SOULS, BUT THEY TWITTERING FOLLOW." I MEAN THE DISEMBODIED SPIRITS FOLLOW CONTINUOUSLY IN SUCH A WAY AS THE POET BY HIS IMAGERY DELINEATES, USING THESE WORDS: "AND AS WHEN IN THE MAGIC CAVE'S RECESS BATS HUMMING FLY, AND WHEN ONE DROPS FROM RIDGE OF ROCK, AND EACH TO OTHER CLOSELY CLINGS." THE EXPRESSION "ROCK," HE SAYS, HE USES OF ADAM. THIS, HE AFFIRMS, IS ADAM: "THE CHIEF CORNER-STONE BECOME THE HEAD OF THE CORNER. FOR THAT IN THE HEAD THE SUBSTANCE IS THE FORMATIVE BRAIN FROM WHICH THE ENTIRE FAMILY IS FASHIONED. "WHOM," HE SAYS, "I PLACE AS A ROCK AT THE FOUNDATIONS OF ZION." ALLEGORIZING, HE SAYS, HE SPEAKS OF THE CREATION OF THE MAN. THE ROCK IS INTERPOSED (WITHIN) THE TEETH, AS HOMER SAYS, "ENCLOSURE OF TEETH," THAT IS, A WALL ANTI FORTRESS, IN WHICH EXISTS THE INNER MAN, WHO THITHER HAS FALLEN FROM ADAM, THE PRIMAL MAN ABOVE. AND HE HAS BEEN "SEVERED WITHOUT HANDS TO EFFECT THE DIVISION," AND HAS BEEN BORNE DOWN INTO THE IMAGE OF OBLIVION, BEING EARTHLY AND CLAYISH. AND HE ASSERTS THAT THE TWITTERING SPIRITS FOLLOW HIM, THAT IS, THE LOGOS: "THUS THESE, TWITTERING, CAME TOGETHER: AND THEN THE SOULS. THAT IS, HE GUIDES THEM; GENTLE HERMES LED THROUGH WIDE-EXTENDED PATHS." THAT IS, HE SAYS, INTO THE ETERNAL PLACES SEPARATED FROM ALL WICKEDNESS. FOR WHITHER, HE SAYS, DID THEY COME: "OVER OCEAN'S STREAMS THEY CAME, AND LEUCA'S CLIFF, AND BY THE PORTALS OF THE SUN AND LAND OF DREAMS." THIS, HE SAYS, IS OCEAN, "GENERATION OF GODS AND GENERATION OF MEN" EVER WHIRLED ROUND BY THE EDDIES OF WATER, AT ONE TIME UPWARDS, AT ANOTHER TIME DOWNWARDS. BUT HE SAYS THERE ENSUES A GENERATION OF MEN WHEN THE OCEAN FLOWS DOWNWARDS; BUT WHEN UPWARDS TO THE WALL AND FORTRESS AND THE CLIFF OF LUECAS, A GENERATION OF GODS TAKES PLACE. THIS, HE ASSERTS, IS THAT WHICH HAS BEEN WRITTEN: "I SAID, YE ARE GODS, AND ALL CHILDREN OF THE HIGHEST;" "IF YE HASTEN TO FLY OUT OF EGYPT, AND REPAIR BEYOND THE RED SEA INTO THE WILDERNESS," THAT IS, FROM EARTHLY INTERCOURSE TO THE JERUSALEM ABOVE, WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING; "IF, MOREOVER, AGAIN YOU RETURN INTO EGYPT," THAT IS, INTO EARTHLY INTERCOURSE, "YE SHALL DIE AS MEN." FOR MORTAL, HE SAYS, IS EVERY GENERATION BELOW, BUT IMMORTAL THAT WHICH IS BEGOTTEN ABOVE, FOR IT IS BORN OF WATER ONLY, AND OF SPIRIT, BEING SPIRITUAL, NOT CARNAL. BUT WHAT (IS BORN) BELOW IS CARNAL, THAT IS, HE SAYS, WHAT IS WRITTEN. "THAT WHICH IS BORN OF THE FLESH IS FLESH, AND THAT WHICH IS BORN OF THE SPIRIT IS SPIRIT." THIS, ACCORDING TO THEM, IS THE SPIRITUAL GENERATION. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE GREAT JORDAN WHICH, FLOWING ON (HERE) BELOW, AND PREVENTING THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL FROM DEPARTING OUT OF EGYPT--I MEAN FROM TERRESTRIAL INTERCOURSE, FOR EGYPT IS WITH THEM THE BODY, JESUS DROVE BACK, AND MADE IT FLOW UPWARDS. 
CHAP. III.--FURTHER EXPOSITION OF THE HERESY OF THE NAASSENI; PROFESS TO FOLLOW HOMER; ACKNOWLEDGE A TRIAD OF PRINCIPLES; THEIR TECHNICAL NAMES OF THE TRIAD; SUPPORT THESE ON THE AUTHORITY OF GREEK POETS; ALLEGORIZE OUR SAVIOUR'S MIRACLES; THE MYSTERY OF THE SAMOTHRACIANS; WHY THE LORD CHOSE TWELVE DISCIPLES; THE NAME CORYBAS, USED BY THRACIANS AND PHRYGIANS, EXPLAINED; NAASSENI PROFESS TO FIND THEIR SYSTEM IN SCRIPTURE; THEIR INTERPRETATION OF JACOB'S VISION; THEIR IDEA OF THE "PERFECT MAN;" THE "PERFECT MAN" CALLED "PAPA" BY THE PHRYGIANS; THE NAASSENI AND PHRYGIANS ON THE RESURRECTION; THE ECSTASIS OF ST. PAUL; THE MYSTERIES OF RELIGION AS ALLUDED TO BY CHRIST; INTERPRETATION OF THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER; ALLEGORY OF THE PROMISED LAND; COMPARISON OF THE SYSTEM OF THE PHRYGIANS WITH THE STATEMENTS OF SCRIPTURE; EXPOSITION OF THE MEANING OF THE HIGHER AND LOWER ELEUSINIAN MYSTERIES; THE INCARNATION DISCOVERABLE HERE ACCORDING TO THE NAASSENI. 
ADOPTING THESE AND SUCH LIKE (OPINIONS), THESE MOST MARVELOUS GNOSTICS, INVENTORS OF A NOVEL GRAMMATICAL ART, MAGNIFY HOMER AS THEIR PROPHET--AS ONE, (ACCORDING TO THEM,) WHO, AFTER THE MODE ADOPTED IN THE MYSTERIES, ANNOUNCES THESE TRUTHS; AND THEY MOCK THOSE WHO ARE NOT INDOCTRINATED INTO THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, BY BETRAYING THEM INTO SUCH NOTIONS. THEY MAKE, HOWEVER, THE FOLLOWING ASSERTION: HE WHO SAYS THAT ALL THINGS DERIVE CONSISTENCE FROM ONE, IS IN ERROR; BUT HE WHO SAYS THAT THEY ARE OF THREE, IS IN POSSESSION OF THE TRUTH, AND WILL FURNISH A SOLUTION OF THE (PHENOMENA OF THE) UNIVERSE. FOR THERE IS, SAYS (THE NAASSENE), ONE BLESSED NATURE OF THE BLESSED MAN, OF HIM WHO IS ABOVE, (NAMELY) ADAM; AND THERE IS ONE MORTAL NATURE, THAT WHICH IS BELOW; AND THERE IS ONE KINGLESS GENERATION, WHICH IS BEGOTTEN ABOVE, WHERE, HE SAYS, IS MARIAM THE SOUGHT-FOR ONE, AND LOTHAR THE MIGHTY SAGE, AND SEPHORS THE GAZING ONE, AND MOSES WHOSE GENERATION IS NOT IN EGYPT, FOR CHILDREN WERE BORN UNTO HIM IN MADIAN; AND NOT EVEN THIS, HE SAYS, HAS ESCAPED THE NOTICE OF THE POETS. "THREEFOLD WAS OUR PARTITION; EACH OBTAINED HIS MEED OF HONOUR DUE." FOR, SAYS HE, IT IS NECESSARY THAT THE MAGNITUDES BE DECLARED, AND THAT THEY THUS BE DECLARED BY ALL EVERYWHERE, "IN ORDER THAT HEARING THEY MAY NOT HEAR, AND SEEING THEY MAY NOT SEE." FOR IF, HE SAYS, THE MAGNITUDES WERE NOT DECLARED, THE WORLD COULD NOT HAVE OBTAINED CONSISTENCE. THESE ARE THE THREE TUMID EXPRESSIONS (OF THESE HERETICS), CAULACAU, SAULASU, ZEESAR. CAULACAU, I.E., ADAM, WHO IS FARTHEST ABOVE; SAULASAU, THAT IS, THE MORTAL ONE BELOW; ZEESAR, THAT IS, JORDAN THAT FLOWS UPWARDS. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE HERMAPHRODITE MAN (PRESENT) IN ALL. BUT THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT OF HIM, CALL HIM GERYON WITH THE THREEFOLD BODY--GERYON, I.E., AS IF (IN THE SENSE OF) FLOWING FROM EARTH--BUT (WHOM) THE GREEKS BY COMMON CONSENT (STYLE) "CELESTIAL HORN OF THE MOON," BECAUSE HE MIXED AND BLENDED ALL THINGS IN ALL. "FOR ALL THINGS," HE SAYS, "WERE MADE BY HIM, AND NOT EVEN ONE THING WAS MADE WITHOUT HIM, AND WHAT WAS MADE IN HIM IS LIFE." THIS, SAYS HE, IS THE LIFE, THE INEFFABLE GENERATION OF PERFECT MEN, WHICH WAS NOT KNOWN BY PRECEDING GENERATIONS. BUT THE PASSAGE, "NOTHING WAS MADE WITHOUT HIM," REFERS TO THE FORMAL WORLD, FOR IT WAS CREATED WITHOUT HIS INSTRUMENTALITY BY THE THIRD AND FOURTH (OF THE QUATERNION NAMED ABOVE). FOR SAYS HE, THIS IS THE CUP "CONDY, OUT OF WHICH THE KING, WHILE HE QUAFFS, DRAWS HIS OMENS." THIS, HE SAYS, HAS BEEN DISCOVERED HID IN THE BEAUTEOUS SEEDS OF BENJAMIN. AND THE GREEKS LIKEWISE, HE SAYS, SPEAK OF THIS IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS: "WATER TO THE RAGING MOUTH BRING; THOU SLAVE, BRING WINE; INTOXICATE AND PLUNGE ME INTO STUPOR. MY TANKARD TELLS ME THE SORT I MUST BECOME." THIS, SAYS HE, WAS ALONE SUFFICIENT FOR ITS BEING UNDERSTOOD BY MEN; (I MEAN) THE CUP OF ANACREON DECLARING, (ALBEIT) MUTELY, AN INEFFABLE MYSTERY. FOR DUMB, SAYS HE, IS ANACREON'S CUP; AND (YET) ANACREON AFFIRMS THAT IT SPEAKS TO HIMSELF, IN LANGUAGE MUTE, AS TO WHAT SORT HE MUST BECOME--THAT IS SPIRITUAL, NOT CARNAL--IF HE SHALL LISTEN IN SILENCE TO THE CONCEALED MYSTERY. AND THIS IS THE WATER IN THOSE FAIR NUPTIALS WHICH JESUS CHANGING MADE INTO WINE. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE MIGHTY AND TRUE BEGINNING OF MIRACLES WHICH JESUS PERFORMED IN CANA OF GALILEE, AND (THUS) MANIFESTED THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. THIS, SAYS HE, IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN THAT REPOSES WITHIN US AS A TREASURE, AS LEAVEN HID IN THE THREE MEASURES OF MEAL. THIS IS, HE SAYS, THE GREAT AND INEFFABLE MYSTERY OF THE SAMOTHRACIANS, WHICH IT IS ALLOWABLE, HE SAYS, FOR US ONLY WHO ARE INITIATED TO KNOW. FOR THE SAMOTHRACIANS EXPRESSLY HAND DOWN, IN THE MYSTERIES THAT ARE CELEBRATED AMONG THEM, THAT (SAME) ADAM AS THE PRIMAL MAN. AND HABITUALLY THERE STAND IN THE TEMPLE OF THE SAMOTHRACIANS TWO IMAGES OF NAKED MEN, HAVING BOTH HANDS STRETCHED ALOFT TOWARDS HEAVEN, AND THEIR PUDENDA ERECTA, AS WITH THE STATUE OF MERCURY ON MOUNT CYLLENE. AND THE AFORESAID IMAGES ARE FIGURES OF THE PRIMAL MAN, AND OF THAT SPIRITUAL ONE THAT IS BORN AGAIN, IN EVERY RESPECT OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE WITH THAT MAN. THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT IS SPOKEN BY THE SAVIOUR: "IF YE DO NOT DRINK MY BLOOD, AND EAT MY FLESH, YE WILL NOT ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; BUT EVEN THOUGH," HE SAYS, "YE DRINK OF THE CUP WHICH I DRINK OF, WHITHER I GO, YE CANNOT ENTER THERE." FOR HE SAYS HE WAS AWARE OF WHAT SORT OF NATURE EACH OF HIS DISCIPLES WAS, AND THAT THERE WAS A NECESSITY THAT EACH OF THEM SHOULD ATTAIN UNTO HIS OWN PECULIAR NATURE. FOR HE SAYS HE CHOSE TWELVE DISCIPLES FROM THE TWELVE TRIBES, AND SPOKE BY THEM TO EACH TRIBE. ON THIS ACCOUNT, HE SAYS, THE PREACHING’S OF THE TWELVE DISCIPLES NEITHER DID ALL HEAR, NOR, IF THEY HEARD, COULD THEY RECEIVE. FOR THE THINGS THAT ARE NOT ACCORDING TO NATURE, ARE WITH THEM CONTRARY TO NATURE. THIS, HE SAYS, THE THRACIANS WHO DWELL AROUND HAEMUS, AND THE PHRYGIANS SIMILARLY WITH THE THRACIANS, DENOMINATE CORYBAS, BECAUSE, (THOUGH) DERIVING THE BEGINNING OF HIS DESCENT FROM THE HEAD ABOVE AND FROM THE UNPORTRAYED BRAIN, AND (THOUGH) PERMEATING ALL THE PRINCIPLES OF THE EXISTING STATE OF THINGS, (YET) WE DO NOT PERCEIVE HOW AND IN WHAT MANNER HE COMES DOWN. THIS, SAYS HE, IS WHAT IS SPOKEN: "WE HAVE HEARD HIS VOICE, NO DOUBT, BUT WE HAVE NOT SEEN HIS SHAPE." FOR THE VOICE OF HIM THAT IS SET APART AND PORTRAYED IS HEARD; BUT (HIS) SHAPE, WHICH DESCENDS FROM ABOVE FROM THE UNPORTRAYED ONE, WHAT SORT IT IS, NOBODY KNOWS. IT RESIDES, HOWEVER, IN AN EARTHLY MOLD, YET NO ONE RECOGNIZES IT. THIS, HE SAYS, IS "THE GOD THAT INHABITETH THE FLOOD," ACCORDING TO THE PSALTER, "AND WHO SPEAKETH AND CRIETH FROM MANY WATERS." THE "MANY WATERS," HE SAYS, ARE THE DIVERSIFIED GENERATION OF MORTAL MEN, FROM WHICH (GENERATION) HE CRIES AND VOCIFERATES TO THE UNPORTRAYED MAN, SAYING, "PRESERVE MY ONLY-BEGOTTEN FROM THE LIONS." IN REPLY TO HIM, IT HAS, SAYS HE, BEEN DECLARED, "ISRAEL, THOU ART MY CHILD: FEAR NOT; EVEN THOUGH THOU PASSEST THROUGH RIVERS, THEY SHALL NOT DROWN THEE; EVEN THOUGH THOU PASSEST THROUGH FIRE, IT SHALL NOT SCORCH THEE." BY RIVERS HE MEANS, SAYS HE, THE MOIST SUBSTANCE OF GENERATION, AND BY FIRE THE IMPULSIVE PRINCIPLE AND DESIRE FOR GENERATION. "THOU ART MINE; FEAR NOT." AND AGAIN, HE SAYS, "IF A MOTHER FORGETS HER CHILDREN, SO AS NOT TO HAVE PITY ON THEM AND GIVE THEM FOOD, I ALSO WILL FORGET YOU." ADAM, HE SAYS, SPEAKS TO HIS OWN MEN: "BUT EVEN THOUGH A WOMAN FORGETS THESE THINGS, YET I WILL NOT FORGET YOU. I HAVE PAINTED YOU ON MY HANDS." IN REGARD, HOWEVER, OF HIS ASCENSION, THAT IS HIS REGENERATION, THAT HE MAY BECOME SPIRITUAL, NOT CARNAL, THE SCRIPTURE, HE SAYS, SPEAKS (THUS): "OPEN THE GATES, YE WHO ARE YOUR RULERS; AND BE YE LIFT UP, YE EVERLASTING DOORS, AND THE KING OF GLORY SHALL COME IN," THAT IS A WONDER OF WONDERS. "FOR WHO," HE SAYS, "IS THIS KING OF GLORY? A WORM, AND NOT A MAN; A REPROACH OF MAN, AND AN OUTCAST OF THE PEOPLE; HIMSELF IS THE KING OF GLORY, AND POWERFUL IN WAR." AND BY WAR HE MEANS THE WAR THAT IS IN THE BODY, BECAUSE ITS FRAME HAS BEEN MADE OUT OF HOSTILE ELEMENTS; AS IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN, HE SAYS, "REMEMBER THE CONFLICT THAT EXISTS IN THE BODY." JACOB, HE SAYS, SAW THIS ENTRANCE AND THIS GATE IN HIS JOURNEY INTO MESOPOTAMIA, THAT IS, WHEN FROM A CHILD HE WAS NOW BECOMING A YOUTH AND A MAN; THAT IS, (THE ENTRANCE AND GATE) WERE MADE KNOWN UNTO HIM AS HE JOURNEYED INTO MESOPOTAMIA. BUT MESOPOTAMIA, HE SAYS, IS THE CURRENT OF THE GREAT OCEAN FLOWING FROM THE MIDST OF THE PERFECT MAN; AND HE WAS ASTONISHED AT THE CELESTIAL GATE, EXCLAIMING, "HOW TERRIBLE IS THIS PLACE! IT IS NAUGHT ELSE THAN THE HOUSE OF GOD, AND THIS THE GATE OF HEAVEN." ON ACCOUNT OF THIS, HE SAYS, JESUS USES THE WORDS, "I AM THE TRUE GATE." NOW HE WHO MAKES THESE STATEMENTS IS, HE SAYS, THE PERFECT MAN THAT IS IMAGED FROM THE UNPORTRAYABLE ONE FROM ABOVE. THE PERFECT MAN THEREFORE CANNOT, HE SAYS, BE SAVED, UNLESS, ENTERING IN THROUGH THIS GATE, HE BE BORN AGAIN. BUT THIS VERY ONE THE PHRYGIANS, HE SAYS, CALL ALSO PAPA, BECAUSE HE TRANQUILLIZED ALL THINGS WHICH, PRIOR TO HIS MANIFESTATION, WERE CONFUSEDLY AND DISSONANTLY MOVED. FOR THE NAME, HE SAYS, OF PAPA BELONGS SIMULTANEOUSLY TO ALL CREATURES -CELESTIAL, AND TERRESTRIAL, AND INFERNAL--WHO EXCLAIM, CAUSE TO CEASE, CAUSE TO CEASE THE DISCARD OF THE WORLD, AND MAKE "PEACE FOR THOSE THAT ARE AFAR OFF," THAT IS, FOR MATERIAL AND EARTHLY BEINGS; AND "PEACE FOR THOSE THAT ARE NEAR," THAT IS, FOR PERFECT MEN THAT ARE SPIRITUAL AND ENDUED WITH REASON. BUT THE PHRYGIANS DENOMINATE THIS SAME ALSO "CORPSE"--BURIED IN THE BODY, AS IT WERE, IN A MAUSOLEUM AND TOMB. THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT HAS BEEN DECLARED, "YE ARE WHITED SEPULCHERS, FULL," HE SAYS, "OF DEAD MEN'S BONES WITHIN," BECAUSE THERE IS NOT IN YOU THE LIVING MAN. AND AGAIN, HE EXCLAIMS, "THE DEAD SHALL START FORTH FROM THE GRAVES," THAT IS, FROM THE EARTHLY BODIES, BEING BORN AGAIN SPIRITUAL, NOT CARNAL. FOR THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE RESURRECTION THAT TAKES PLACE THROUGH THE GATE OF HEAVEN, THROUGH WHICH, HE SAYS, ALL THOSE THAT DO NOT ENTER REMAIN DEAD. THESE SAME PHRYGIANS, HOWEVER, HE SAYS, AFFIRM AGAIN THAT THIS VERY (MAN), AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THE CHANGE, (BECOMES) A GOD. FOR, HE SAYS, HE BECOMES A GOD WHEN, HAVING RISEN FROM THE DEAD, HE WILL ENTER INTO HEAVEN THROUGH A GATE OF THIS KIND. PAUL THE APOSTLE, HE SAYS, KNEW OF THIS GATE, PARTIALLY OPENING IT IN A MYSTERY, AND STATING "THAT HE WAS CAUGHT UP BY AN ANGEL, AND ASCENDED AS FAR AS THE SECOND AND THIRD HEAVEN INTO PARADISE ITSELF; AND THAT HE BEHELD SIGHTS AND HEARD UNSPEAKABLE WORDS WHICH IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR MAN TO DECLARE." THESE ARE, HE SAYS, WHAT ARE BY ALL CALLED THE SECRET MYSTERIES, "WHICH (ALSO WE SPEAK), NOT IN WORDS TAUGHT OF HUMAN WISDOM, BUT IN THOSE TAUGHT OF THE SPIRIT, COMPARING SPIRITUAL THINGS WITH SPIRITUAL. BUT THE NATURAL MAN RECEIVETH NOT THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD, FOR THEY ARE FOOLISHNESS UNTO HIM." AND THESE ARE, HE SAYS, THE INEFFABLE MYSTERIES OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH WE ALONE ARE ACQUAINTED WITH. CONCERNING THESE, HE SAYS, THE SAVIOUR HAS DECLARED, "NO ONE CAN COME UNTO ME, EXCEPT MY HEAVENLY FATHER DRAW SOME ONE UNTO ME." FOR IT IS VERY DIFFICULT, HE SAYS, TO ACCEPT AND RECEIVE THIS GREAT AND INEFFABLE MYSTERY. AND AGAIN, IT IS SAID, THE SAVIOUR HAS DECLARED, "NOT EVERY ONE THAT SAITH UNTO ME, LORD, LORD, SHALL ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, BUT HE THAT DOETH THE WILL OF MY FATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN." AND IT IS NECESSARY THAT THEY WHO PERFORM THIS (WILL), NOT HEAR IT MERELY, SHOULD ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. AND AGAIN, HE SAYS, THE SAVIOUR HAS DECLARED, "THE PUBLICANS AND THE HARLOTS GO INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN BEFORE YOU." FOR "THE PUBLICANS," HE SAYS, ARE THOSE WHO RECEIVE THE REVENUES OF ALL THINGS; BUT WE, HE SAYS, ARE THE PUBLICANS, "UNTO WHOM THE ENDS OF THE AGES HAVE COME." FOR "THE ENDS," HE SAYS, ARE THE SEEDS SCATTERED FROM THE UNPORTRAYABLE ONE UPON THE WORLD, THROUGH WHICH THE WHOLE COSMICAL SYSTEM IS COMPLETED; FOR THROUGH THESE ALSO IT BEGAN TO EXIST. AND THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT HAS BEEN DECLARED: "THE SOWER WENT FORTH TO SOW. AND SOME FELL BY THE WAYSIDE, AND WAS TRODDEN DOWN; AND SOME ON THE ROCKY PLACES, AND SPRANG UP," HE SAYS, "AND ON ACCOUNT OF ITS HAVING NO DEPTH (OF SOIL), IT WITHERED AND DIED; AND SOME," HE SAYS, "FELL ON FAIR AND GOOD GROUND, AND BROUGHT FORTH FRUIT, SOME A HUNDRED, SOME SIXTY, AND SOME THIRTY FOLD. WHO HATH EARS," HE SAYS, "TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR." THE MEANING OF THIS, HE SAYS, IS AS FOLLOWS, THAT NONE BECOMES A HEARER OF THESE MYSTERIES, UNLESS ONLY THE PERFECT GNOSTICS. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE FAIR AND GOOD LAND WHICH MOSES SPEAKS OF: "I WILL BRING YOU INTO A FAIR AND GOOD LAND, INTO A LAND FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY." THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE HONEY AND THE MILK, BY TASTING WHICH THOSE THAT ARE PERFECT BECOME KINGLESS, AND SHARE IN THE PLEROMA. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE PLEROMA, THROUGH WHICH ALL EXISTENT THINGS THAT ARE PRODUCED HAVE FROM THE INGENERABLE ONE BEEN BOTH PRODUCED AND COMPLETED. AND THIS SAME (ONE) IS STYLED ALSO BY THE PHRYGIANS "UNFRUITFUL." FOR HE IS UNFRUITFUL WHEN HE IS CARNAL, AND CAUSES THE DESIRE OF THE FLESH. THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT IS SPOKEN: "EVERY TREE NOT PRODUCING GOOD FRUIT, IS CUT DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE." FOR THESE FRUITS, HE SAYS, ARE ONLY RATIONAL LIVING MEN, WHO ENTER M THROUGH THE THIRD GATE. THEY SAY, FORSOOTH, "YE DEVOUR THE DEAD, AND MAKE THE LIVING; (BUT) IF YE EAT THE LIVING, WHAT WILL YE DO?" THEY ASSERT, HOWEVER, THAT THE LIVING "ARE RATIONAL FACULTIES AND MINDS, AND MEN--PEARLS OF THAT UNPORTRAYABLE ONE CAST BEFORE THE CREATURE BELOW." THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT (JESUS) ASSERTS: "THROW NOT THAT WHICH IS HOLY UNTO THE DOGS, NOR PEARLS UNTO THE SWINE." NOW THEY ALLEGE THAT THE WORK OF SWINE AND DOGS IS THE INTERCOURSE OF THE WOMAN WITH A MAN. AND THE PHRYGIANS, HE SAYS, CALL THIS VERY ONE "GOAT-HERD" (AIPOLIS), NOT BECAUSE, HE SAYS, HE IS ACCUSTOMED TO FEED THE GOATS FEMALE AND MALE, AS THE NATURAL (MEN) USE THE NAME, BUT BECAUSE, HE SAYS, HE IS "AIPOLIS"--THAT IS, ALWAYS RANGING OVER, WHO BOTH REVOLVES AND CARRIES AROUND THE ENTIRE COSMICAL SYSTEM BY HIS REVOLUTIONARY MOTION. FOR THE WORD "POLEIN" SIGNIFIES TO TURN AND CHANGE THINGS; WHENCE, HE SAYS, THEY ALL CALL THE TWO’S, CENTER OF THE HEAVEN POLES (POLOI). AND THE POET SAYS: "WHAT SEA-BORN SINLESS SAGE COMES HITHER, UNDYING EGYPTIAN PROTEUS? "HE IS NOT UNDONE, HE SAYS, BUT REVOLVES AS IT WERE, AND GOES AROUND HIMSELF. MOREOVER, ALSO, CITIES IN WHICH WE DWELL, BECAUSE WE TURN AND GO AROUND IN THEM, ARE DENOMINATED "POLEIS." IN THIS MANNER, HE SAYS, THE PHYGIANS CALL THIS ONE "AIPOLIS," INASMUCH AS HE EVERYWHERE CEASELESSLY TURNS ALL THINGS, AND CHANGES THEM INTO THEIR OWN PECULIAR (FUNCTIONS). AND THE PHRYGIANS STYLE HIM, HE SAYS, "VERY FRUITFUL" LIKEWISE, "BECAUSE," SAYS HE, "MORE NUMEROUS ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE DESOLATE ONE, THAN THOSE OF HER WHICH HATH AN HUSBAND;" THAT IS, THINGS BY BEING BORN AGAIN BECOME IMMORTAL AND ABIDE FOR EVER IN GREAT NUMBERS, EVEN THOUGH THE THINGS THAT ARE PRODUCED MAY BE FEW; WHEREAS THINGS CARNAL, HE SAYS, ARE ALL CORRUPTIBLE, EVEN THOUGH VERY MANY THINGS (OF THIS TYPE) ARE PRODUCED. FOR THIS REASON, HE SAYS, "RACHEL WEPT FOR HER CHILDREN, AND WOULD NOT," SAYS (THE PROPHET), "BE COMFORTED; SORROWING FOR THEM, FOR SHE KNEW," SAYS HE, "THAT THEY ARE NOT." BUT JEREMIAH LIKEWISE UTTERS LAMENTATION FOR JERUSALEM BELOW, NOT THE CITY IN PHOENICIA, BUT THE CORRUPTIBLE GENERATION BELOW. FOR JEREMIAH LIKEWISE, HE SAYS, WAS AWARE OF THE PERFECT MAN, OF HIM THAT IS BORN AGAIN--OF WATER AND THE SPIRIT NOT CARNAL. AT LEAST JEREMIAH HIMSELF REMARKED: "HE IS A MAN, AND WHO SHALL KNOW HIM?" IN THIS MANNER, (THE NAASSENE) SAYS, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE PERFECT MAN IS EXCEEDINGLY PROFOUND, AND DIFFICULT OF COMPREHENSION. FOR, HE SAYS, THE BEGINNING OF PERFECTION IS A KNOWLEDGE OF MAN, WHEREAS KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IS ABSOLUTE PERFECTION. THE PHRYGIANS, HOWEVER, ASSERT, HE SAYS, THAT HE IS LIKEWISE "A GREEN EAR OF CORN REAPED." AND AFTER THE PHRYGIANS, THE ATHENIANS, WHILE INITIATING PEOPLE INTO THE ELEUSINIAN RITES, LIKEWISE DISPLAY TO THOSE WHO ARE BEING ADMITTED TO THE HIGHEST GRADE AT THESE MYSTERIES, THE MIGHTY, AND MARVELOUS, AND MOST PERFECT SECRET SUITABLE FOR ONE INITIATED INTO THE HIGHEST MYSTIC TRUTHS: (I ALLUDE TO) AN EAR OF CORN IN SILENCE REAPED. BUT THIS EAR OF CORN IS ALSO (CONSIDERED) AMONG THE ATHENIANS TO CONSTITUTE THE PERFECT ENORMOUS ILLUMINATION (THAT HAS DESCENDED) FROM THE UNPORTRAYABLE ONE, JUST AS THE HIEROPHANT HIMSELF (DECLARES); NOT, INDEED, EMASCULATED LIKE ATTIS, BUT MADE A EUNUCH BY MEANS OF HEMLOCK, AND DESPISING ALL CARNAL GENERATION. (NOW) BY NIGHT IN ELEUSIS, BENEATH A HUGE FIRE, (THE CELEBRANT,) ENACTING THE GREAT AND SECRET MYSTERIES, VOCIFERATES AND CRIES ALOUD, SAYING, "AUGUST BRIMO HAS BROUGHT FORTH A CONSECRATED SON, BRIMUS;" THAT IS, A POTENT (MOTHER HAS BEEN DELIVERED OF) A POTENT CHILD. BUT REVERED, HE SAYS, IS THE GENERATION THAT IS SPIRITUAL, HEAVENLY, FROM ABOVE, AND POTENT IS HE THAT IS SO BORN. FOR THE MYSTERY IS CALLED "ELEUSIN" AND "ANACTORIUM." "ELEUSIN," BECAUSE, HE SAYS, WE WHO ARE SPIRITUAL COME FLOWING DOWN FROM ADAM ABOVE; FOR THE WORD "ELEUSESTHAI" IS, HE SAYS, OF THE SAME IMPORT WITH THE EXPRESSION "TO COME." BUT "ANACTORIUM" IS OF THE SAME IMPORT WITH THE EXPRESSION "TO ASCEND UPWARDS." THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT THEY AFFIRM WHO HAVE BEEN INITIATED IN THE MYSTERIES OF THE ELEUSINIANS. IT IS, HOWEVER, A REGULATION OF LAW, THAT THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN ADMITTED INTO THE LESSER SHOULD AGAIN BE INITIATED INTO THE GREAT MYSTERIES. FOR GREATER DESTINIES OBTAIN GREATER PORTIONS. BUT THE INFERIOR MYSTERIES, HE SAYS, ARE THOSE OF PROSERPINE BELOW; IN REGARD OF WHICH MYSTERIES, AND THE PATH WHICH LEADS THITHER, WHICH IS WIDE AND SPACIOUS, AND CONDUCTS THOSE THAT ARE PERISHING TO PROSERPINE, THE POET LIKEWISE SAYS: "BUT UNDER HER A FEARFUL PATH EXTENDS, HOLLOW MIRY, YET BEST GUIDE TO HIGHLY-HONORED APHRODITE'S LOVELY GROVE." THESE, HE SAYS, ARE THE INFERIOR MYSTERIES, THOSE APPERTAINING TO CARNAL GENERATION. NOW, THOSE MEN WHO ARE INITIATED INTO THESE INFERIOR (MYSTERIES) OUGHT TO PAUSE, AND (THEN) BE ADMITTED INTO THE GREAT (AND) HEAVENLY (ONES). FOR THEY, HE SAYS, WHO OBTAIN THEIR SHARES (IN THIS MYSTERY), RECEIVE GREATER PORTIONS. FOR THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE GATE OF HEAVEN; AND THIS A HOUSE OF GOD, WHERE THE GOOD DEITY DWELLS ALONE. AND INTO THIS (GATE), HE SAYS, NO UNCLEAN PERSON SHALL ENTER, NOR ONE THAT IS NATURAL OR CARNAL; BUT IT IS RESERVED FOR THE SPIRITUAL ONLY. AND THOSE WHO COME HITHER OUGHT TO CAST OFF THEIR GARMENTS, AND BECOME ALL OF THEM BRIDEGROOMS, EMASCULATED THROUGH THE VIRGINAL SPIRIT. FOR THIS IS THE VIRGIN WHO CARRIES IN HER WOMB AND CONCEIVES AND BRINGS FORTH A SON, NOT ANIMAL, NOT CORPOREAL, BUT BLESSED FOR EVERMORE. CONCERNING THESE, IT IS SAID, THE SAVIOUR HAS EXPRESSLY DECLARED THAT "STRAIGHT AND NARROW IS THE WAY THAT LEADETH UNTO LIFE, AND FEW THERE ARE THAT ENTER UPON IT; WHEREAS BROAD AND SPACIOUS IS THE WAY THAT LEADETH UNTO DESTRUCTION, AND MANY THERE ARE THAT PASS THROUGH IT." 
CHAP. IV.--FURTHER USE MADE OF THE SYSTEM OF THE PHRYGIANS; MODE OF CELEBRATING THE MYSTERIES; THE MYSTERY OF THE "GREAT MOTHER;" THESE MYSTERIES HAVE A JOINT OBJECT OF WORSHIP WITH THE NAASSENI; THE NAASSENI ALLEGORIZE THE SCRIPTURAL ACCOUNT OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN; THE ALLEGORY APPLIED TO THE LIFE OF JESUS. 
THE PHRYGIANS, HOWEVER, FURTHER ASSERT THAT THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE IS "AMYGDALUS," NOT A TREE, HE SAYS, BUT THAT HE IS "AMYGDALUS" WHO PREVIOUSLY EXISTED; AND HE HAVING IN HIMSELF THE PERFECT FRUIT, AS IT WERE, THROBBING AND MOVING IN THE DEPTH, RENT HIS BREASTS, AND PRODUCED HIS NOW INVISIBLE, AND NAMELESS, AND INEFFABLE CHILD. RESPECTING WHOM WE SHALL SPEAK. FOR THE WORD "AMYXAI" SIGNIFIES, AS IT WERE, TO BURST AND SEVER THROUGH, AS HE SAYS (HAPPENS) IN THE CASE OF INFLAMED BODIES, AND WHICH HAVE IN THEMSELVES ANY TUMOR; AND WHEN DOCTORS HAVE CUT THIS, THEY CALL IT "AMYCHAI." IN THIS WAY, HE SAYS, THE PHRYGIANS CALL HIM "AMYGDALUS," FROM WHICH PROCEEDED AND WAS BORN THE INVISIBLE (ONE), "BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, AND NOTHING WAS MADE WITHOUT HIM." AND THE PHRYGIANS SAY THAT WHAT HAS BEEN THENCE PRODUCED IS "SYRICTAS" (PIPER), BECAUSE THE SPIRIT THAT IS BORN IS HARMONIOUS. "FOR GOD," HE SAYS, "IS SPIRIT; WHEREFORE," HE AFFIRMS, "NEITHER IN THIS MOUNTAIN DO THE TRUE WORSHIPPER’S WORSHIP, NOR IN JERUSALEM, BUT IN SPIRIT. FOR THE ADORATION OF THE PERFECT ONES," HE SAYS, "IS SPIRITUAL, NOT CARNAL." THE SPIRIT, HOWEVER, HE SAYS, IS THERE WHERE LIKEWISE THE FATHER IS NAMED, AND THE SON IS THERE BORN FROM THIS FATHER. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE MANY-NAMED, THOUSAND-EYED INCOMPREHENSIBLE ONE, OF WHOM EVERY NATURE--EACH, HOWEVER, DIFFERENTLY--IS DESIROUS. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH, HE SAYS, IS A WORD OF REVELATION OF THE GREAT POWER. WHEREFORE IT WILL BE SEALED, AND HID, AND CONCEALED, LYING IN THE HABITATION WHERE LIES THE BASIS OF THE ROOT OF THE UNIVERSE, VIZ. AEONS, POWERS, INTELLIGENCES, GODS, ANGELS, DELEGATED SPIRITS, ENTITIES, NONENTITIES, GENERABLES, INGENERABLES, INCOMPREHENSIBLES, COMPREHENSIBLES, YEARS, MONTHS, DAYS, HOURS, (AND) INVISIBLE POINT FROM WHICH WHAT IS LEAST BEGINS TO INCREASE GRADUALLY. THAT WHICH IS, HE SAYS, NOTHING, AND WHICH CONSISTS OF NOTHING, INASMUCH AS IT IS INDIVISIBLE-- (I MEAN) A POINT--WILL BECOME THROUGH ITS OWN REFLECTIVE POWER A CERTAIN INCOMPREHENSIBLE MAGNITUDE. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, THE GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED, THE POINT WHICH IS INDIVISIBLE IN THE BODY; AND, HE SAYS, NO ONE KNOWS THIS (POINT) SAVE THE SPIRITUAL ONLY. THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT HAS BEEN SPOKEN: "THERE IS NO SPEECH NOR LANGUAGE WHERE THEIR VOICE IS NOT HEARD." THEY RASHLY ASSUME IN THIS MANNER, THAT WHATSOEVER THINGS HAVE BEEN SAID AND DONE BY ALL MEN, (MAY BE MADE TO HARMONIZE) WITH THEIR OWN PARTICULAR MENTAL VIEW, ALLEGING THAT ALL THINGS BECOME SPIRITUAL. WHENCE LIKEWISE THEY ASSERT, THAT THOSE EXHIBITING THEMSELVES IN THEATRES, NOT EVEN THESE SAY OR DO ANYTHING WITHOUT PREMEDITATION. THEREFORE, HE SAYS, WHEN, ON THE PEOPLE ASSEMBLING IN THE THEATRES, ANY ONE ENTERS CLAD IN A REMARKABLE ROBE, CARRYING A HARP AND PLAYING A TUNE (UPON IT, ACCOMPANYING IT) WITH A SONG OF THE GREAT MYSTERIES, HE SPEAKS AS FOLLOWS, NOT KNOWING WHAT HE SAYS: "WHETHER (THOU ART) THE RACE OF SATURN OR HAPPY JUPITER, OR MIGHTY RHEA, HAIL, ATTIS, GLOOMY MUTILATION OF RHEA. ASSYRIANS STYLE THEE THRICE-LONGED-FOR ADONIS, AND THE WHOLE OF EGYPT (CALLS THEE) OSIRIS, CELESTIAL HORN OF THE MOON; GREEKS DENOMINATE (THEE) WISDOM; SAMOTHRACIANS, VENERABLE ADAM; HAEMONIANS, CORYBAS; AND THEM PHRYGIANS (NAME THEE) AT ONE TIME PAPA, AT ANOTHER TIME CORPSE, OR GOD, OR FRUITLESS, OR AIPOLOS, OR GREEN EAR OF CORN THAT HAS BEEN REAPED, OR WHOM THE VERY FERTILE AMYGDALUS PRODUCED--A MAN, A MUSICIAN." THIS, HE SAYS, IS MULTIFORM ATTIS, WHOM WHILE THEY CELEBRATE IN A HYMN, THEY UTTER THESE WORDS: "I WILL HYMN ATTIS, SON OF RHEA, NOT WITH THE BUZZING SOUNDS OF TRUMPETS, OR OF IDAEAN PIPERS, WHICH ACCORD WITH (THE VOICES OF) THE CURETES; BUT I WILL MINGLE (MY SONG) WITH APOLLO'S MUSIC OF HARPS, 'EVOE, EVAN,' INASMUCH AS THOU ART PAN, AS THOU ART BACCHUS, AS THOU ART SHEPHERD OF BRILLIANT STARS." ON ACCOUNT OF THESE AND SUCH LIKE REASONS, THESE CONSTANTLY ATTEND THE MYSTERIES CALLED THOSE OF THE "GREAT MOTHER," SUPPOSING ESPECIALLY THAT THEY BEHOLD BY MEANS OF THE CEREMONIES PERFORMED THERE THE ENTIRE MYSTERY. FOR THESE HAVE NOTHING MORE THAN THE CEREMONIES THAT ARE PERFORMED THERE, EXCEPT THAT THEY ARE NOT EMASCULATED: THEY MERELY COMPLETE THE WORK OF THE EMASCULATED. FOR WITH THE UTMOST SEVERITY AND VIGILANCE THEY ENJOIN (ON THEIR VOTARIES) TO ABSTAIN, AS IF THEY WERE EMASCULATED, FROM INTERCOURSE WITH A WOMAN. THE REST, HOWEVER, OF THE PROCEEDING (OBSERVED IN THESE MYSTERIES), AS WE HAVE DECLARED AT SOME LENGTH, (THEY FOLLOW) JUST AS (IF THEY WERE) EMASCULATED PERSONS. AND THEY DO NOT WORSHIP ANY OTHER OBJECT BUT NAAS, (FROM THENCE) BEING STYLED NAASSENI. BUT NAAS IS THE SERPENT FROM WHOM, I.E., FROM THE WORD NAAS, (THE NAASSENE) SAYS, ARE ALL THAT UNDER HEAVEN ARE DENOMINATED TEMPLES (NAOUS). AND (HE STATES) THAT TO HIM ALONE--THAT IS, NAAS--IS DEDICATED EVERY SHRINE AND EVERY INITIATORY RITE, AND EVERY MYSTERY; AND, IN GENERAL, THAT A RELIGIOUS CEREMONY COULD NOT BE DISCOVERED UNDER HEAVEN, IN WHICH A TEMPLE (NAOS) HAS NO EXISTENCE; AND IN THE TEMPLE ITSELF IS NAAS, FROM WHOM IT HAS RECEIVED ITS DENOMINATION OF TEMPLE (NAOS). AND THESE AFFIRM THAT THE SERPENT IS A MOIST SUBSTANCE, JUST AS THALES ALSO, THE MILESIAN, (SPOKE OF WATER AS AN ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE,) AND THAT NOTHING OF EXISTING THINGS, IMMORTAL OR MORTAL, ANIMATE OR INANIMATE, COULD CONSIST AT ALL WITHOUT HIM. AND THAT ALL THINGS ARE SUBJECT UNTO HIM, AND THAT HE IS GOOD, AND THAT HE HAS ALL THINGS IN HIMSELF, AS IN THE HORN OF THE ONE-HORNED BULL; SO AS THAT HE IMPARTS BEAUTY AND BLOOM TO ALL THINGS THAT EXIST ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN NATURE AND PECULIARITY, AS IF PASSING THROUGH ALL, JUST AS ("THE RIVER) PROCEEDING FORTH FROM EDEM, AND DIVIDING ITSELF INTO FOUR HEADS." THEY ASSERT, HOWEVER, THAT EDEM IS THE BRAIN, AS IT WERE, BOUND AND TIGHTLY FASTENED IN ENCIRCLING ROBES, AS IF HEAVEN. BUT THEY SUPPOSE THAT MAN, AS FAR AS THE HEAD ONLY, IS PARADISE, THEREFORE THAT "THIS RIVER, WHICH PROCEEDS OUT OF I EDEM," THAT IS, FROM THE BRAIN, "IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR HEADS, AND THAT THE NAME OF THE FIRST RIVER IS CALLED PHISON; THIS IS THAT WHICH ENCOMPASSETH ALL THE LAND OF HAVILATH: THERE IS GOLD, AND THE GOLD OF THAT LAND IS EXCELLENT, AND THERE IS BDELLIUM AND THE ONYX STONE." THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE EYE, WHICH, BY ITS HONOUR (AMONG THE REST OF THE BODILY ORGANS), AND ITS COLOURS, FURNISHES TESTIMONY TO WHAT IS SPOKEN. "BUT THE NAME OF THE SECOND RIVER IS GIHON: THIS IS THAT WHICH COMPASSETH THE LAND OF ETHIOPIA." THIS, HE SAYS, IS HEARING, SINCE GIHON IS (A TORTUOUS STREAM), RESEMBLING A SORT OF LABYRINTH. "AND THE NAME OF THE THIRD IS TIGRIS. THIS IS THAT WHICH FLOWETH OVER AGAINST (THE COUNTRY OF) THE ASSYRIANS." THIS, HE SAYS, IS SMELLING, EMPLOYING THE EXCEEDINGLY RAPID CURRENT OF THE STREAM (AS AN ANALOGY OF THIS SENSE). BUT IT FLOWS OVER AGAINST (THE COUNTRY OF) THE ASSYRIANS, BECAUSE IN EVERY ACT OF RESPIRATION FOLLOWING UPON EXPIRATION, THE BREATH DRAWN IN FROM THE EXTERNAL ATMOSPHERE ENTERS WITH SWIFTER MOTION AND GREATER FORCE. FOR THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE NATURE OF RESPIRATION. "BUT THE FOURTH RIVER IS EUPHRATES." THIS, THEY ASSERT, IS THE MOUTH, THROUGH WHICH ARE THE PASSAGE OUTWARDS OF PRAYER, AND THE PASSAGE INWARDS OF NOURISHMENT. (THE MOUTH) MAKES GLAD, AND NURTURES AND FASHIONS THE SPIRITUAL PERFECT MAN. THIS, HE SAYS, IS "THE WATER THAT IS ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT," CONCERNING WHICH, HE SAYS, THE SAVIOUR HAS DECLARED, "IF THOU KNEWEST WHO IT IS THAT ASKS, THOU WOULDST HAVE ASKED FROM HIM, AND HE WOULD HAVE GIVEN YOU TO DRINK LIVING, BUBBLING WATER." INTO THIS WATER, HE SAYS, EVERY NATURE ENTERS, CHOOSING ITS OWN SUBSTANCES; AND ITS PECULIAR QUALITY COMES TO EACH NATURE FROM THIS WATER, HE SAYS, MORE THAN IRON DOES TO THE MAGNET, AND THE GOLD TO THE BACKBONE OF THE SEA FALCON, AND THE CHAFF TO THE AMBER. BUT IF ANY ONE, HE SAYS, IS BLIND FROM BIRTH, AND HAS NEVER BEHELD THE TRUE LIGHT, "WHICH LIGHTENETH EVERY MAN THAT COMETH INTO THE WORLD," BY US LET HIM RECOVER HIS SIGHT, AND BEHOLD, AS IT WERE, THROUGH SOME PARADISE PLANTED WITH EVERY DESCRIPTION OF TREE, AND SUPPLIED WITH ABUNDANCE OF FRUITS, WATER COURSING ITS WAY THROUGH ALL THE TREES AND FRUITS; AND HE WILL SEE THAT FROM ONE AND THE SAME WATER THE OLIVE CHOOSES FOR ITSELF AND DRAWS THE OIL, AND THE VINE THE WINE; AND (SO IS IT WITH) THE REST OF PLANTS, ACCORDING TO EACH GENUS. THAT MAN, HOWEVER, HE SAYS, IS OF NO REPUTATION IN THE WORLD, BUT OF ILLUSTRIOUS FAME IN HEAVEN, BEING BETRAYED BY THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT (OF HIS PERFECTIONS) TO THOSE WHO KNOW HIM NOT, BEING ACCOUNTED AS A DROP FROM A CASK. WE, HOWEVER, HE SAYS, ARE SPIRITUAL, WHO, FROM THE LIFE-GIVING WATER OF EUPHRATES, WHICH FLOWS THROUGH THE MIDST OF BABYLON, CHOOSE OUR OWN PECULIAR QUALITY AS WE PASS THROUGH THE TRUE GATE, WHICH IS THE BLESSED JESUS. AND OF ALL MEN, WE CHRISTIANS ALONE ARE THOSE WHO IN THE THIRD GATE CELEBRATE THE MYSTERY, AND ARE ANOINTED THERE WITH THE UNSPEAKABLE CHRISM FROM A HORN, AS DAVID (WAS ANOINTED), NOT FROM AN EARTHEN VESSEL, HE SAYS, AS (WAS) SAUL, WHO HELD CONVERSE WITH THE EVIL DEMON OF CARNAL CONCUPISCENCE. 
CHAP. V.--EXPLANATION OF THE SYSTEM OF THE NAASSENI TAKEN FROM ONE OF THEIR HYMNS. 
THE FOREGOING REMARKS, THEN, THOUGH FEW OUT OF MANY, WE HAVE THOUGHT PROPER TO BRING FORWARD. FOR INNUMERABLE ARE THE SILLY AND CRAZY ATTEMPTS OF FOLLY. BUT SINCE, TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, WE HAVE EXPLAINED THE UNKNOWN GNOSIS, IT SEEMED EXPEDIENT LIKEWISE TO ADDUCE THE FOLLOWING POINT. THIS PSALM OF THEIRS HAS BEEN COMPOSED, BY WHICH THEY SEEM TO CELEBRATE ALL THE MYSTERIES OF THE ERROR (ADVANCED BY) THEM IN A HYMN, COUCHED IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS: THE WORLD'S PRODUCING LAW WAS PRIMAL MIND, AND NEXT WAS FIRST-BORN'S OUTPOURED CHAOS; AND THIRD, THE SOUL RECEIVED ITS LAW OF TOIL: ENCIRCLED, THEREFORE, WITH AN AQUEOUS FORM, WITH CARE OVERPOWERED IT SUCCUMBS TO DEATH. NOW HOLDING SWAY, IT EYES THE LIGHT, AND NOW IT WEEPS ON MISERY FLUNG; NOW IT MOURNS, NOW IT THRILLS WITH JOY; NOW IT WAILS, NOW IT HEARS ITS DOOM; NOW IT HEARS ITS DOOM, NOW IT DIES, AND NOW IT LEAVES US, NEVER TO RETURN. IT, HAPLESS STRAYING, TREADS THE MAZE OF ILLS. BUT JESUS SAID, FATHER, BEHOLD, A STRIFE OF ILLS ACROSS THE EARTH WANDERS FROM THY BREATH (OF WRATH); BUT BITTER CHAOS (MAN) SEEKS TO SHUN, AND KNOWS NOT HOW TO PASS IT THROUGH. ON THIS ACCOUNT, O FATHER, SEND ME; BEARING SEALS, I SHALL DESCEND; THROUGH AGES WHOLE I'LL SWEEP, ALL MYSTERIES I'LL UNRAVEL, AND FORMS OF GODS I'LL SHOW; AND SECRETS OF THE SAINTLY PATH, STYLED "GNOSIS," I'LL IMPART. 
CHAP. VI.--THE OPHITES THE GRAND SOURCE OF HERESY. 
THESE DOCTRINES, THEN, THE NAASSENI ATTEMPT TO ESTABLISH, CALLING THEMSELVES GNOSTICS. BUT SINCE THE ERROR IS MANY-HEADED AND DIVERSIFIED, RESEMBLING, IN TRUTH, THE HYDRA THAT WE READ OF IN HISTORY; WHEN, AT ONE BLOW, WE HAVE STRUCK OFF THE HEADS OF THIS (DELUSION) BY MEANS OF REFUTATION, EMPLOYING THE WAND OF TRUTH, WE SHALL ENTIRELY EXTERMINATE THE MONSTER. FOR NEITHER DO THE REMAINING HERESIES PRESENT MUCH DIFFERENCE OF ASPECT FROM THIS, HAVING A MUTUAL CONNECTION THROUGH (THE SAME) SPIRIT OF ERROR. BUT SINCE, ALTERING THE WORDS AND THE NAMES OF THE SERPENT, THEY WISH THAT THERE SHOULD BE MANY HEADS OF THE SERPENT, NEITHER THUS SHALL WE FAIL THOROUGHLY TO REFUTE THEM AS THEY DESIRE. 
CHAP. VII.--THE SYSTEM OF THE PERATAE; THEIR TRITHEISM; EXPLANATION OF THE 
INCARNATION. 
THERE IS ALSO UNQUESTIONABLY A CERTAIN OTHER (HEAD OF THE HYDRA, NAMELY, THE HERESY) OF THE PERATAE, WHOSE BLASPHEMY AGAINST CHRIST HAS FOR MANY YEARS ESCAPED NOTICE. AND THE PRESENT IS A FITTING OPPORTUNITY FOR BRINGING TO LIGHT THE SECRET MYSTERIES OF SUCH (HERETICS). THESE ALLEGE THAT THE WORLD IS ONE, TRIPLY DIVIDED. AND OF THE TRIPLE DIVISION WITH THEM, ONE PORTION IS A CERTAIN SINGLE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE, JUST AS IT WERE A HUGE FOUNTAIN, WHICH CAN BE DIVIDED MENTALLY INTO INFINITE SEGMENTS. NOW THE FIRST SEGMENT, AND THAT WHICH, ACCORDING TO THEM, IS (A SEGMENT) IN PREFERENCE (TO OTHERS), IS A TRIAD, AND IT IS CALLED A PERFECT GOOD, (AND) A PATERNAL MAGNITUDE. AND THE SECOND PORTION OF THE TRIAD OF THESE IS, AS IT WERE, A CERTAIN INFINITE CROWD OF POTENTIALITIES THAT ARE GENERATED FROM THEMSELVES, (WHILE) THE THIRD IS FORMAL. AND THE FIRST, WHICH IS GOOD, IS UNBEGOTTEN, AND THE SECOND IS A SELF-PRODUCING GOOD, AND THE THIRD IS CREATED; AND HENCE IT IS THAT THEY EXPRESSLY DECLARE THAT THERE ARE THREE GODS, THREE LOGOI, THREE MINDS, THREE MEN. FOR TO EACH PORTION OF THE WORLD, AFTER THE DIVISION HAS BEEN MADE, THEY ASSIGN BOTH GODS, AND LOGOI, AND MINDS, AND MEN, AND THE REST; BUT THAT FROM UNORIGINATION AND THE FIRST SEGMENT OF THE WORLD, WHEN AFTERWARDS THE WORLD HAD ATTAINED UNTO ITS COMPLETION, THERE CAME DOWN FROM ABOVE, FOR CAUSES THAT WE SHALL AFTERWARDS DECLARE, IN THE TIME OF HEROD A CERTAIN MAN CALLED CHRIST, WITH A THREEFOLD NATURE, AND A THREEFOLD BODY, AND A THREEFOLD POWER, (AND) HAVING IN HIMSELF ALL (SPECIES OF) CONCRETIONS AND POTENTIALITIES (DERIVABLE) FROM THE THREE DIVISIONS OF THE WORLD; AND THAT THIS, SAYS (THE PERATIC), IS WHAT IS SPOKEN: "IT PLEASED HIM THAT IN HIM SHOULD DWELL ALL FULNESS BODILY," AND IN HIM THE ENTIRE DIVINITY RESIDES OF THE TRIAD AS THUS DIVIDED. FOR, HE SAYS, THAT FROM THE TWO SUPERJACENT WORLDS--NAMELY, FROM THAT (PORTION OF THE TRIAD) WHICH IS UNBEGOTTEN, AND FROM THAT WHICH IS SELF-PRODUCING--THERE HAVE BEEN CONVEYED DOWN INTO THIS WORLD IN WHICH WE ARE, SEEDS OF ALL SORTS OF POTENTIALITIES. WHAT, HOWEVER, THE MODE OF THE DESCENT IS, WE SHALL AFTERWARDS DECLARE? (THE PERATIC) THEN SAYS THAT CHRIST DESCENDED FROM ABOVE FROM UNORIGINATION, THAT BY HIS DESCENT ALL THINGS TRIPLY DIVIDED MIGHT BE SAVED. FOR SOME THINGS, HE SAYS, BEING BORNE DOWN FROM ABOVE, WILL ASCEND THROUGH HIM, WHEREAS WHATEVER (BEINGS) FORM PLOTS AGAINST THOSE WHICH ARE CARRIED DOWN FROM ABOVE ARE CAST OFF, AND BEING PLACED IN A STATE OF PUNISHMENT, ARE RENOUNCED. THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT IS SPOKEN: "FOR THE SON OF MAN CAME NOT INTO THE WORLD TO DESTROY THE WORLD, BUT THAT THE WORLD THROUGH HIM MIGHT BE SAVED." THE WORLD, HE SAYS, HE DENOMINATES THOSE TWO PARTS THAT ARE SITUATED ABOVE, VIZ., BOTH THE UNBEGOTTEN (PORTION OF THE TRIAD), AND THE SELF-PRODUCED ONE. AND WHEN SCRIPTURE, HE SAYS, USES THE WORDS, "THAT WE MAY NOT BE CONDEMNED WITH THE WORLD," IT ALLUDES TO THE THIRD PORTION OF (THE TRIAD, THAT IS) THE FORMAL WORLD. FOR THE THIRD PORTION, WHICH HE STYLES THE WORLD (IN WHICH WE ARE), MUST PERISH; BUT THE TWO (REMAINING PORTIONS), WHICH ARE SITUATED ABOVE, MUST BE RESCUED FROM CORRUPTION. 
CHAP. VIII.--THE PERATAE DERIVE THEIR SYSTEM FROM THE ASTROLOGERS; THIS PROVED BY A STATEMENT OF THE ASTROLOGICAL THEORIES OF THE ZODIAC; HENCE THE TERMINOLOGY OF THE PERATIC HERETICS. 
LET US, THEN, IN THE FIRST PLACE, LEARN HOW (THE PERATISTS), DERIVING THIS DOCTRINE FROM ASTROLOGERS, ACT DESPITEFULLY TOWARDS CHRIST, WORKING DESTRUCTION FOR THOSE WHO FOLLOW THEM IN AN ERROR OF THIS DESCRIPTION. FOR THE ASTROLOGERS, ALLEGING THAT THERE IS ONE WORLD, DIVIDE IT INTO THE TWELVE FIXED PORTIONS OF THE ZODIACAL SIGNS, AND CALL THE WORLD OF THE FIXED ZODIACAL SIGNS ONE IMMOVEABLE WORLD; AND THE OTHER THEY AFFIRM TO BE A WORLD OF ERRATIC (SIGNS), BOTH IN POWER, AND POSITION, AND NUMBER, AND THAT IT EXTENDS AS FAR AS THE MOON. AND (THEY LAY DOWN), THAT (ONE) WORLD DERIVES FROM (THE OTHER) WORLD A CERTAIN POWER, AND MUTUAL PARTICIPATION (IN THAT POWER), AND THAT THE SUBJACENT OBTAIN THIS PARTICIPATION FROM THE SUPERJACENT (PORTIONS). IN ORDER, HOWEVER, THAT WHAT IS (HERE) ASSERTED MAY BE PERSPICUOUS, I SHALL ONE BY ONE EMPLOY THOSE VERY EXPRESSIONS OF THE ASTROLOGERS; (AND IN DOING SO) I SHALL ONLY BE REMINDING MY READERS OF STATEMENTS PREVIOUSLY MADE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF THE WORK WHERE WE HAVE EXPLAINED THE ENTIRE ART OF THE ASTROLOGERS. WHAT, THEN, THE OPINIONS ARE WHICH THOSE (SPECULATORS) ENTERTAIN, ARE AS FOLLOW: (THEIR DOCTRINE IS), THAT FROM AN EMANATION OF THE STARS THE GENERATIONS OF THE SUBJACENT (PARTS) IS CONSUMMATED. FOR, AS THEY WISTFULLY GAZED UPWARD UPON HEAVEN, THE CHALDEANS ASSERTED THAT (THE SEVEN STARS) CONTAIN A REASON FOR THE EFFICIENT CAUSES OF THE OCCURRENCE OF ALL THE EVENTS THAT HAPPEN UNTO US, AND THAT THE PARTS OF THE FIXED ZODIACAL SIGNS CO-OPERATE (IN THIS INFLUENCE). INTO TWELVE (PARTS THEY DIVIDE THE ZODIACAL CIRCLE), AND EACH ZODIACAL SIGN INTO THIRTY PORTIONS, AND EACH PORTION INTO SIXTY DIMINUTIVE PARTS; FOR SO THEY DENOMINATE THE VERY SMALLEST PARTS, AND THOSE THAT ARE INDIVISIBLE. AND OF THE ZODIACAL SIGNS, THEY TERM SOME MALE, BUT OTHERS FEMININE; AND SOME WITH TWO BODIES, BUT OTHERS NOT SO; AND SOME TROPICAL, WHEREAS OTHERS FIRM. THE MALE SIGNS, THEN, ARE EITHER FEMININE, WHICH POSSESS A CO-OPERATIVE NATURE FOR THE PROCREATION OF MALES, (OR ARE THEMSELVES PRODUCTIVE OF FEMALES.) FOR ARIES IS A MALE ZODIACAL SIGN, BUT TAURUS FEMALE; AND THE REST (ARE DENOMINATED) ACCORDING TO THE SAME ANALOGY, SOME MALE, BUT OTHERS FEMALE. AND I SUPPOSE THAT THE PYTHAGOREANS, BEING SWAYED FROM SUCH (CONSIDERATIONS), STYLE THE MONAD MALE, AND THE DUAD FEMALE; AND, AGAIN, THE TRIAD MALE, AND ANALOGICALLY THE REMAINDER OF THE EVEN AND ODD NUMBERS. SOME, HOWEVER, DIVIDING EACH ZODIACAL SIGN INTO TWELVE PARTS, EMPLOY ALMOST THE SAME METHOD. FOR EXAMPLE, IN ARIES, THEY STYLE THE FIRST OF THE TWELVE PARTS BOTH ARIES AND A MALE, BUT THE SECOND BOTH TAURUS AND A FEMALE, AND THE THIRD BOTH GEMINI AND A MALE; AND THE SAME PLAN IS PURSUED IN THE CASE OF THE REST OF THE PARTS. AND THEY ASSERT THAT THERE ARE SIGNS WITH TWO BODIES, VIZ., GEMINI AND THE SIGNS DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSITE, NAMELY SAGITTARIUS, AND VIRGO, AND PISCES, AND THAT THE REST HAVE NOT TWO BODIES. AND (THEY STATE) THAT SOME ARE LIKEWISE TROPICAL, AND WHEN THE SUN STANDS IN THESE, HE CAUSES GREAT TURNINGS OF THE SURROUNDING (SIGN). ARIES IS A SIGN OF THIS DESCRIPTION, AND THAT WHICH IS DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSITE TO IT, JUST AS LIBRA, AND CAPRICORN, AND CANCER. FOR IN ARIES IS THE VERNAL TURNING, AND IN CAPRICORN THAT OF WINTER, AND IN CANCER THAT OF SUMMER, AND IN LIBRA THAT OF AUTUMN. THE DETAILS, HOWEVER, CONCERNING THIS SYSTEM WE HAVE MINUTELY EXPLAINED IN THE BOOK PRECEDING THIS; AND FROM IT ANY ONE WHO WISHES INSTRUCTION (ON THE POINT), MAY LEARN HOW IT IS THAT THE ORIGINATORS OF THIS PERATIC HERESY, VIZ., EUPHRATES THE PERATIC, AND CELBES THE CARYSTIAN, HAVE, IN THE TRANSFERENCE (INTO THEIR OWN SYSTEM OF OPINIONS FROM THESE SOURCES), MADE ALTERATIONS IN NAME ONLY, WHILE IN REALITY THEY HAVE PUT FORWARD SIMILAR TENETS. (NAY MORE), THEY HAVE, WITH IMMODERATE ZEAL, THEMSELVES DEVOTED (THEIR ATTENTION) TO THE ART (OF THE ASTROLOGERS). FOR ALSO THE ASTROLOGERS SPEAK OF THE LIMITS OF THE STARS, IN WHICH THEY ASSERT THAT THE DOMINANT STARS HAVE GREATER INFLUENCE; AS, FOR INSTANCE, ON SOME THEY ACT INJURIOUSLY, WHILE ON OTHERS THEY ACT WELL. AND OF THESE THEY DENOMINATE SOME MALICIOUS, AND SOME BENEFICENT. AND (STARS) ARE SAID TO LOOK UPON ONE ANOTHER, AND TO HARMONIZE WITH EACH OTHER, SO THAT THEY APPEAR ACCORDING TO (THE SHAPE OF) A TRIANGLE OR SQUARE. THE STARS, LOOKING ON ONE ANOTHER, ARE FIGURED ACCORDING TO (THE SHAPE OF A TRIANGLE, HAVING AN INTERVENING DISTANCE OF THE EXTENT OF THREE ZODIACAL SIGNS; WHEREAS (THOSE THAT HAVE AN INTERVAL OF) TWO ZODIACAL SIGNS ARE FIGURED ACCORDING TO (THE SHAPE OF) A SQUARE. AND (THEIR DOCTRINE IS), THAT AS IN THE SAME WAY AS IN A MAN, THE SUBJACENT PARTS SYMPATHIZE WITH THE HEAD, AND THE HEAD LIKEWISE SYMPATHIZES WITH THE SUBJACENT PARTS, SO ALL TERRESTRIAL (SYMPATHIZE) WITH SUPER-LUNAR OBJECTS. BUT (THE ASTROLOGERS GO FURTHER THAN THIS; FOR THERE EXISTS (ACCORDING TO THEM) A CERTAIN DIFFERENCE AND INCOMPATIBILITY BETWEEN THESE, SO AS THAT THEY DO NOT INVOLVE ONE AND THE SAME UNION. THIS COMBINATION AND DIVERGENCE OF THE STARS, WHICH IS A CHALDEAN (TENET), HAS BEEN ARROGATED TO THEMSELVES BY THOSE OF WHOM WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY SPOKEN. NOW THESE, FALSIFYING THE NAME OF TRUTH, PROCLAIM AS A DOCTRINE OF CHRIST AN INSURRECTION OF AEONS AND REVOLTS OF GOOD INTO (THE RANKS OF) EVIL POWERS; AND THEY SPEAK OF THE CONFEDERATIONS OF GOOD POWERS WITH WICKED ONES. DENOMINATING THEM, THEREFORE, TOPARCHAI AND PROASTIOI, AND (THOUGH THUS) FRAMING FOR THEMSELVES VERY MANY OTHER NAMES NOT SUGGESTED (TO THEM FROM OTHER SOURCES), THEY HAVE YET UNSKILFULLY SYSTEMATIZED THE ENTIRE IMAGINARY DOCTRINE OF THE ASTROLOGERS CONCERNING THE STARS. AND SINCE THEY HAVE INTRODUCED A SUPPOSITION PREGNANT WITH IMMENSE ERROR, THEY SHALL BE REFUTED THROUGH THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF OUR ADMIRABLE ARRANGEMENT. FOR I SHALL SET DOWN, IN CONTRAST WITH THE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED CHALDAIC ART OF THE ASTROLOGERS, SOME OF THE PERATIC TREATISES, FROM WHICH, BY MEANS OF COMPARISON, THERE WILL BE AN OPPORTUNITY OF PERCEIVING HOW THE PERATIC DOCTRINES ARE THOSE CONFESSEDLY OF THE ASTROLOGERS, NOT OF CHRIST. 
CHAP. IX.--SYSTEM OF THE PERATAE EXPLAINED OUT OF ONE OF THEIR OWN BOOKS. 
IT SEEMS, THEN, EXPEDIENT TO SET FORTH A CERTAIN ONE OF THE BOOKS HELD IN REPUTE AMONGST THEM, IN WHICH THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE OCCURS: "I AM A VOICE OF AROUSAL FROM SLUMBER IN THE AGE OF NIGHT. HENCEFORWARD I COMMENCE TO STRIP THE POWER WHICH IS FROM CHAOS. THE POWER IS THAT OF THE LOWEST DEPTH OF MUD, WHICH UPREARS THE SLIME OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE (AND) HUMID EXPANSE OF SPACE. AND IT IS THE ENTIRE POWER OF THE CONVULSION, WHICH, EVER IN MOTION, AND PRESENTING THE COLOUR OF WATER, WHIRLS THINGS ON THAT ARE STATIONARY, RESTRAINS THINGS TREMULOUS, SETS THINGS FREE AS THEY PROCEED, LIGHTENS THINGS AS THEY ABIDE, REMOVES THINGS ON THE INCREASE, A FAITHFUL STEWARD OF THE TRACK OF THE BREEZES, ENJOYING THE THINGS DISGORGED FROM THE TWELVE EYES OF THE LAW, (AND) MANIFESTING A SEAL TO THE POWER WHICH ALONG WITH ITSELF DISTRIBUTES THE DOWN-BORNE INVISIBLE WATERS, AND HAS BEEN CALLED THALASSA. THIS POWER IGNORANCE HAS BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO DENOMINATE CRONUS, GUARDED WITH CHAINS BECAUSE HE TIGHTLY BOUND THE FOLD OF THE DENSE AND MISTY AND OBSCURE AND MURKY TARTARUS. ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF THIS WERE PRODUCED CEPHEUS, PROMETHEUS, (AND) JAPETUS. THE POWER TO WHICH HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED THALASSA IS HERMAPHRODITE. AND IT FASTENS THE HISSING SOUND ARISING FROM THE TWELVE MOUTHS INTO TWELVE PIPES, AND POURS IT FORTH. AND THE POWER ITSELF IS SUBTLE, AND REMOVES THE CONTROLLING, BOISTEROUS, UPWARD MOTION (OF THE SEA), AND SEALS THE TRACKS OF ITS PATHS, LEST (ANY ANTAGONISTIC POWER) SHOULD WAGE WAR OR INTRODUCE, ANY ALTERATION. THE TEMPESTUOUS DAUGHTER OF THIS ONE IS A FAITHFUL PROTECTRESS OF ALL SORTS OF WATERS. HER NAME IS CHORZAR. IGNORANCE IS IN THE HABIT OF STYLING THIS (POWER) NEPTUNE, ACCORDING TO WHOSE IMAGE WAS PRODUCED GLAUCUS, MELICERTES, INO, NEBROE. HE THAT IS ENCIRCLED WITH THE PYRAMID OF TWELVE ANGELS, AND DARKENS THE GATE INTO THE PYRAMID WITH VARIOUS COLOURS, AND COMPLETES THE ENTIRE IN THE SABLE HUES OF NIGHT: THIS ONE IGNORANCE DENOMINATED CRONUS. AND HIS MINISTERS WERE FIVE, FIRST U, SECOND AOAI, THIRD UO, FOURTH UOAB, FIFTH...OTHER TRUSTWORTHY MANAGERS (THERE ARE) OF HIS PROVINCE OF NIGHT AND DAY, WHO REPOSE IN THEIR OWN POWER. IGNORANCE DENOMINATED THESE THE ERRATIC STARS, FROM WHOM DEPENDS A CORRUPTIBLE GENERATION. MANAGER OF THE RISING OF THE STAR IS CARPHACASEMEOCHEIR, (AND) ECCABBACARA (IS THE SAME). IGNORANCE IS IN THE HABIT OF DENOMINATING THESE CURETES CHIEF OF THE WINDS; THIRD IN ORDER IS ARIEL, ACCORDING TO WHOSE IMAGE WAS GENERATED AEOLUS, BRIARES. AND CHIEF OF THE TWELVE-HOURED NOCTURNAL (POWER) IS SOCLAN, WHOM IGNORANCE IS ACCUSTOMED TO STYLE OSIRIS; (AND) ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF THIS ONE WAS BORN ADMETUS, MEDEA, HELEN, AETHUSA. CHIEF OF THE TWELVE-HOURED DIURNAL POWER IS EUNO. THIS IS MANAGER OF THE RISING OF THE STAR PROTOCAMARUS AND OF THE ETHEREAL (REGION), BUT IGNORANCE HAS DENOMINATED HIM ISIS. A SIGN OF THIS ONE IS THE DOG-STAR, ACCORDING TO WHOSE IMAGE WERE BORN PTOLEMAEUS SON OF ARSINOE, DIDYMA, CLEOPATRA, AND OLYMPIAS. GOD'S RIGHT-HAND POWER IS THAT WHICH IGNORANCE HAS DENOMINATED RHEA, ACCORDING TO WHOSE IMAGE WERE PRODUCED ATTIS, MYGDON, (AND) (ENONE. THE LEFT-HAND POWER HAS LORDSHIP OVER SUSTENANCE, AND IGNORANCE IS IN THE HABIT OF STYLING THIS CERES, (WHILE) HER NAME IS BENA; AND ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF THIS ONE WAS BORN CELEUS, TRIPTOLEMUS, MISYR, AND PRAXIDICA. THE RIGHT-HAND POWER HAS LORDSHIP OVER FRUITS. THIS ONE IGNORANCE HAS DENOMINATED MENA, ACCORDING TO WHOSE IMAGE WERE BORN BUMEGAS, OSTANES, MERCURY TRISMEGISTUS, CURITES, PETOSIRIS, ZODARIUM, BEROSUS, ASTRAMPSUCHUS, (AND) ZOROASTER. THE LEFT-HAND POWER IS (LORD) OF FIRE, (AND) IGNORANCE HAS DENOMINATED THIS ONE VULCAN, ACCORDING TO WHOSE IMAGE WERE BORN ERICTHONIUS, ACHILLES, CAPANEUS, PHAETHON, MELEAGER, TYDEUS, ENCELADUS, RAPHAEL, SURIEL, (AND) OMPHALE. THERE ARE THREE INTERMEDIATE POWERS SUSPENDED FROM AIR, AUTHORS OF GENERATION. THIS IGNORANCE HAS BEEN IN THE HABIT OF DENOMINATING FATES; AND ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF THESE WERE PRODUCED THE HOUSE OF PRIAM, THE HOUSE OF LAIUS, INO, AUTONOE, AGAVE, ATHAMAS, PROCNE, DANAIDES, AND PELIADES. A POWER (THERE IS) HERMAPHRODITE, ALWAYS CONTINUING IN INFANCY, NEVER WAXING OLD, CAUSE OF BEAUTY, PLEASURE, MATURITY, DESIRE, AND CONCUPISCENCE; AND IGNORANCE HAS BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO STYLE THIS EROS, ACCORDING TO WHOSE IMAGE WERE BORN PARIS, NARCISSUS, GANYMEDE, ENDYMION, TITHONUS, ICARIUS, LEDA, AMYMONE, THETIS, HESPERIDES, JASON, LEANDER, (AND) HERO." THESE ARE PROASTIOI UP TO AETHER, FOR WITH THIS TITLE ALSO HE INSCRIBES THE BOOK. 
CHAP. X.--THE PERATIC HERESY NOMINALLY DIFFERENT FROM ASTROLOGY, BUT REALLY THE SAME SYSTEM ALLEGORIZED. 
IT HAS BEEN EASILY MADE EVIDENT TO ALL, THAT THE HERESY OF THE PERATAE IS ALTERED IN NAME ONLY FROM THE (ART) OF THE ASTROLOGERS. AND THE REST OF THE BOOKS OF THESE (HERETICS) CONTAIN THE SAME METHOD, IF IT WERE AGREEABLE TO ANY ONE TO WADE THROUGH THEM ALL. FOR, AS I SAID, THEY SUPPOSE THAT THE CAUSES OF THE GENERATION OF ALL BEGOTTEN THINGS ARE THINGS UNBEGOTTEN AND SUPERJACENT, AND THAT THE WORLD WITH US HAS BEEN PRODUCED AFTER THE MODE OF EMANATION, WHICH (WORLD) THEY DENOMINATE FORMAL. AND (THEY MAINTAIN) THAT ALL THOSE STARS TOGETHER WHICH ARE BEHELD IN THE FIRMAMENT HAVE BEEN CAUSES OF THE GENERATION OF THIS WORLD. THEY HAVE, HOWEVER, ALTERED THE NAME OF THESE, AS ONE MAY PERCEIVE FROM THE PROASTIOI BY MEANS OF A COMPARISON (OF THE TWO SYSTEMS). AND SECONDLY, ACCORDING TO THE SAME METHOD AS THAT WHEREBY THE WORLD WAS MADE FROM A SUPERNAL EMANATION, THEY AFFIRM THAT IN THIS MANNER OBJECTS HERE DERIVE FROM THE EMANATION OF THE STARS THEIR GENERATION, AND CORRUPTION, AND ARRANGEMENT. SINCE, THEN, ASTROLOGERS ARE ACQUAINTED WITH THE HOROSCOPE, AND MERIDIAN, AND SETTING, AND THE POINT OPPOSITE THE MERIDIAN; AND SINCE THESE STARS OCCUPY AT DIFFERENT TIMES DIFFERENT POSITIONS IN SPACE, ON ACCOUNT OF THE PERPETUAL REVOLUTION OF THE UNIVERSE, THERE ARE (NECESSARILY) AT DIFFERENT PERIODS DIFFERENT DECLINATIONS TOWARDS A CENTER, AND (DIFFERENT) ASCENSIONS TO CENTERS. (NOW THE PERATIC HERE-TIES), AFFIXING AN ALLEGORICAL IMPORT TO THIS ARRANGEMENT OF THE ASTROLOGERS, DELINEATE THE CENTER, AS IT WERE, A GOD AND MONAD AND LORD OVER UNIVERSAL GENERATION, WHEREAS THE DECLINATION (IS REGARDED BY THEM AS A POWER) ON THE LEFT, AND ASCENSION ON THE RIGHT. WHEN ANY ONE, THEREFORE, FALLING IN WITH THE TREATISES OF THESE (HERETICS), FINDS MENTION AMONG THEM OF RIGHT OR LEFT POWER, LET HIM RECUR TO THE CENTER, AND THE DECLINATION, AND THE ASCENSION (OF THE CHALDEAN SAGES, AND) HE WILL CLEARLY OBSERVE THAT THE ENTIRE SYSTEM OF THESE (PERATAE) CONSISTS OF THE ASTROLOGICAL DOCTRINE. 
CHAP. XI.--WHY THEY CALL THEMSELVES PERATAE; THEIR THEORY OF GENERATION SUPPORTED BY AN APPEAL TO ANTIQUITY; THEIR INTERPRETATION OF THE EXODUS OF ISRAEL; THEIR SYSTEM OF "THE SERPENT;" DEDUCED BY THEM FROM SCRIPTURE; THIS THE REAL IMPORT OF THE DOCTRINES OF THE ASTROLOGERS, 
THEY DENOMINATE THEMSELVES, HOWEVER, PERATAE, IMAGINING THAT NONE OF THOSE THINGS EXISTING BY GENERATION CAN ESCAPE THE DETERMINED LOT FOR THOSE THINGS THAT DERIVE THEIR EXISTENCE FROM GENERATION. FOR IF, SAYS (THE PERATIC), ANYTHING BE ALTOGETHER BEGOTTEN, IT ALSO PERISHES, AS ALSO IS THE OPINION OF THE SIBYL. BUT WE ALONE, HE SAYS, WHO ARE CONVERSANT WITH THE NECESSITY OF GENERATION, AND THE PATHS THROUGH WHICH MAN HAS ENTERED INTO THE WORLD, AND WHO HAVE BEEN ACCURATELY INSTRUCTED (IN THESE MATTERS), WE ALONE ARE COMPETENT TO PROCEED THROUGH AND PASS BEYOND DESTRUCTION. BUT WATER, HE SAYS, IS DESTRUCTION; NOR DID THE WORLD, HE SAYS, PERISH BY ANY OTHER THING QUICKER THAN BY WATER. WATER, HOWEVER, IS THAT WHICH ROLLS AROUND AMONG THE PROASTIOI, (AND) THEY ASSERT (IT TO BE) CRONUS. FOR SUCH A POWER, HE SAYS, IS OF THE COLOR OF WATER; AND THIS POWER, HE SAYS--THAT IS, CRONUS--NONE OF THOSE THINGS EXISTENT BY GENERATION CAN ESCAPE. FOR CRONUS IS A CAUSE TO EVERY GENERATION, IN REGARD OF SUCCUMBING UNDER DESTRUCTION, AND THERE COULD NOT EXIST (AN INSTANCE OF) GENERATION IN WHICH CRONUS DOES NOT INTERFERE. THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT THE POETS ALSO AFFIRM, AND WHAT EVEN APPALLS THE GODS: "FOR KNOW, HE SAYS, THIS EARTH AND SPACIOUS HEAVEN ABOVE, AND STYX' FLOODED WATER, WHICH IS THE OATH THAT GREATEST IS, AND DREADED MOST BY GODS OF HAPPY LIFE." AND NOT ONLY, HE SAYS, DO THE POETS MAKE THIS STATEMENT, BUT ALREADY ALSO THE VERY WISEST MEN AMONG THE GREEKS. AND HERACLITUS IS EVEN ONE OF THESE, EMPLOYING THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "FOR TO SOULS WATER BECOMES DEATH." THIS DEATH, (THE PERATIC) SAYS, SEIZES THE EGYPTIANS IN THE RED SEA, ALONG WITH THEIR CHARIOTS. ALL, HOWEVER, WHO ARE IGNORANT (OF THIS FACT), HE SAYS, ARE EGYPTIANS. AND THIS, THEY ASSERT, IS THE DEPARTURE FROM EGYPT, (THAT IS,) FROM THE BODY. FOR THEY SUPPOSE LITTLE EGYPT TO BE BODY, AND THAT IT CROSSES THE RED SEA--THAT IS, THE WATER OF CORRUPTION, WHICH IS CRONUS--AND THAT IT REACHES A PLACE BEYOND THE RED SEA, THAT IS, GENERATION; AND THAT IT COMES INTO THE WILDERNESS, THAT IS, THAT IT ATTAINS A CONDITION INDEPENDENT OF GENERATION, WHERE THERE EXIST PROMISCUOUSLY ALL THE GODS OF DESTRUCTION AND THE GOD OF SALVATION. NOW, HE SAYS, THE STARS ARE THE GODS OF DESTRUCTION, WHICH IMPOSE UPON EXISTENT THINGS THE NECESSITY OF ALTERABLE GENERATION. THESE, HE SAYS, MOSES DENOMINATED SERPENTS OF THE WILDERNESS, WHICH GNAW AND UTTERLY RUIN THOSE WHO IMAGINED THAT THEY HAD CROSSED THE RED SEA. TO THOSE, THEN, HE SAYS, WHO OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WERE BITTEN IN THE WILDERNESS, MOSES EXHIBITED THE REAL AND PERFECT SERPENT; AND THEY WHO BELIEVED ON THIS SERPENT WERE NOT BITTEN IN THE WILDERNESS, THAT IS, (WERE NOT ASSAILED) BY (EVIL) POWERS. NO ONE THEREFORE, HE SAYS, IS THERE WHO IS ABLE TO SAVE AND DELIVER THOSE THAT COME FORTH FROM EGYPT, THAT IS, FROM THE BODY AND FROM THIS WORLD, UNLESS ALONE THE SERPENT THAT IS PERFECT AND REPLETE WITH FULNESS. UPON THIS (SERPENT), HE SAYS, HE WHO FIXES HIS HOPE IS NOT DESTROYED BY THE SNAKES OF THE WILDERNESS, THAT IS, BY THE GODS OF GENERATION. (THIS STATEMENT) IS WRITTEN, HE SAYS, IN A BOOK OF MOSES. THIS SERPENT, HE SAYS, IS THE POWER THAT ATTENDED MOSES, THE ROD THAT WAS TURNED INTO A SERPENT. THE SERPENTS, HOWEVER, OF THE MAGICIANS-- (THAT IS,) THE GODS OF DESTRUCTION--WITHSTOOD THE POWER OF MOSES IN EGYPT, BUT THE ROD OF MOSES REDUCED THEM ALL TO SUBJECTION AND SLEW THEM. THIS UNIVERSAL SERPENT IS, HE SAYS, THE WISE DISCOURSE OF EVE. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE MYSTERY OF EDEM, THIS THE RIVER OF EDEM; THIS THE MARK THAT WAS SET UPON CAIN, THAT ANY ONE WHO FINDETH HIM MIGHT NOT KILL HIM. THIS, HE SAYS, IS CAIN, WHOSE SACRIFICE THE GOD OF THIS WORLD DID NOT ACCEPT. THE GORY SACRIFICE, HOWEVER, OF ABEL HE APPROVED OF; FOR THE RULER OF THIS WORLD REJOICES IN (OFFERINGS OF) BLOOD. THIS, HE SAYS, IS HE WHO APPEARED IN THE LAST DAYS, IN FORM OF A MAN, IN THE TIMES OF HEROD, BEING BORN AFTER THE LIKENESS OF JOSEPH, WHO WAS SOLD BY THE HAND OF HIS BRETHREN, TO WHOM ALONE BELONGED THE COAT OF MANY COLORS. THIS, HE SAYS, IS HE WHO IS ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF ESAU, WHOSE GARMENT--HE NOT BEING HIMSELF PRESENT--WAS BLESSED; WHO DID NOT RECEIVE, HE SAYS, THE BENEDICTION UTTERED BY HIM OF ENFEEBLED VISION. HE ACQUIRED, HOWEVER, WEALTH FROM A SOURCE INDEPENDENT OF THIS, RECEIVING NOTHING FROM HIM WHOSE EYES WERE DIM; AND JACOB SAW HIS COUNTENANCE, AS A MAN BEHOLDS THE FACE OF GOD. IN REGARD OF THIS, HE SAYS, IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN THAT "NEBROD WAS A MIGHTY HUNTER BEFORE THE LORD." AND THERE ARE, HE SAYS, MANY WHO CLOSELY IMITATE THIS (NIMROD): AS NUMEROUS ARE THEY AS THE GNAWING (SERPENTS) WHICH WERE SEEN IN THE WILDERNESS BY THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, FROM WHICH THAT PERFECT SERPENT WHICH MOSES SET UP DELIVERED THOSE THAT WERE BITTEN. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THAT WHICH HAS BEEN DECLARED: "IN THE SAME MANNER AS MOSES LIFTED UP THE SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS, SO ALSO MUST THE SON OF MAN BE LIFTED UP." ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF THIS WAS MADE IN THE DESERT THE BRAZEN SERPENT WHICH MOSES SET UP. OF THIS ALONE, HE SAYS, THE IMAGE IS IN HEAVEN, ALWAYS CONSPICUOUS IN LIGHT. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE GREAT BEGINNING RESPECTING WHICH SCRIPTURE HAS SPOKEN. CONCERNING THIS, HE SAYS IT HAS BEEN DECLARED: "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD. THIS WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD, ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ONE THING THAT WAS MADE. AND WHAT WAS FORMED IN HIM IS LIFE." AND IN HIM, HE SAYS, HAS BEEN FORMED EVE; (NOW) EVE IS LIFE. THIS, HOWEVER, HE SAYS, IS EVE, MOTHER OF ALL LIVING, --A COMMON NATURE, THAT IS, OF GODS, ANGELS, IMMORTALS, MORTALS, IRRATIONAL CREATURES, (AND) RATIONAL ONES. FOR, HE SAYS, THE EXPRESSION "ALL" HE UTTERED OF ALL (EXISTENCES). AND IF THE EYES OF ANY, HE SAYS, ARE BLESSED, THIS ONE, LOOKING UPWARD ON THE FIRMAMENT, WILL BEHOLD AT THE MIGHTY SUMMIT OF HEAVEN THE BEAUTEOUS IMAGE OF THE SERPENT, TURNING ITSELF, AND BECOMING AN ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF EVERY (SPECIES OF) MOTION TO ALL THINGS THAT ARE BEING PRODUCED. HE WILL (THEREBY) KNOW THAT WITHOUT HIM NOTHING CONSISTS, EITHER OF THINGS IN HEAVEN, OR THINGS ON EARTH. OR THINGS UNDER THE EARTH. NOT NIGHT, NOT MOON, NOT FRUITS, NOT GENERATION, NOT WEALTH, NOT SUSTENANCE, NOT ANYTHING AT ALL OF EXISTENT THINGS, IS WITHOUT HIS GUIDANCE. IN REGARD OF THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE GREAT WONDER WHICH IS BEHELD IN THE FIRMAMENT BY THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO OBSERVE IT. FOR, HE SAYS, AT THIS TOP OF HIS HEAD, A FACT WHICH IS MORE INCREDIBLE THAN ALL THINGS TO THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT, "ARE SETTING AND RISING MINGLED ONE WITH OTHER." THIS IT IS IN REGARD OF WHICH IGNORANCE IS IN THE HABIT OF AFFIRMING: IN HEAVEN "DRACO REVOLVES, MARVEL MIGHTY OF MONSTER DREAD." AND ON BOTH SIDES OF HIM HAVE BEEN PLACED CORONA AND LYRA; AND ABOVE, NEAR THE TOP ITSELF OF THE HEAD, IS VISIBLE THE PITEOUS MAN "ENGONASIS," "HOLDING THE RIGHT FOOT'S END OF DRACO FIERCE." AND AT THE BACK OF ENGONASIS IS AN IMPERFECT SERPENT, WITH BOTH HANDS TIGHTLY SECURED BY ANGUITENENS, AND BEING HINDERED FROM TOUCHING CORONA THAT LIES BESIDE THE PERFECT SERPENT. 
CHAP. XII.--COMPENDIOUS STATEMENT OF THE DOCTRINES OF THE PERATAE. 
THIS IS THE DIVERSIFIED WISDOM OF THE PERATIC HERESY, WHICH IT IS DIFFICULT TO DECLARE IN ITS ENTIRETY, SO INTRICATE IS IT ON ACCOUNT OF ITS SEEMING TO CONSIST OF THE ASTROLOGICAL ART.' AS FAR FORTH, THEN, AS THIS IS POSSIBLE, WE SHALL BRIEFLY EXPLAIN THE WHOLE FORCE OF THIS (HERESY). IN ORDER, HOWEVER, THAT WE MAY BY A COMPENDIOUS STATEMENT ELUCIDATE THE ENTIRE DOCTRINE OF THESE PERSONS, IT APPEARS EXPEDIENT TO SUBJOIN THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS. ACCORDING TO THEM, THE UNIVERSE IS FATHER, SON, (AND) MATTER; (BUT) EACH OF THESE THREE HAS ENDLESS CAPACITIES IN ITSELF. INTERMEDIATE, THEN, BETWEEN THE MATTER AND THE FATHER SITS THE SON, THE WORD, THE SERPENT, ALWAYS BEING IN MOTION TOWARDS THE UNMOVED FATHER, AND (TOWARDS) MATTER ITSELF IN MOTION. AND AT ONE TIME HE IS TURNED TOWARDS THE FATHER, AND RECEIVES THE POWERS INTO HIS OWN PERSON; BUT AT ANOTHER TIME TAKES UP THESE POWERS, AND IS TURNED TOWARDS MATTER. AND MATTER, (THOUGH) DEVOID OF ATTRIBUTE, AND BEING UNFASHIONED, MOLDS (INTO ITSELF) FORMS FROM THE SON WHICH THE SON MOLDED FROM THE FATHER. BUT THE SON DERIVES SHAPE FROM THE FATHER AFTER A MODE INEFFABLE, AND UNSPEAKABLE, AND UNCHANGEABLE; (THAT IS,) IN SUCH A MANNER AS MOSES SAYS THAT TIRE COLORS OF THE CONCEIVED (KINE) FLOWED FROM THE RODS WHICH WERE FIXED IN THE DRINKING-TROUGHS. AND IN LIKE MANNER, AGAIN, THAT CAPACITIES FLOWED ALSO FROM THE SON INTO MATTER, SIMILARLY TO THE POWER IN REFERENCE TO CONCEPTION WHICH CAME FROM THE RODS UPON THE CONCEIVED (KINE). AND THE DIFFERENCE OF COLORS, AND THE DISSIMILARITY WHICH FLOWED FROM THE RODS THROUGH THE WATERS UPON THE SHEEP, IS, HE SAYS, THE DIFFERENCE OF CORRUPTIBLE AND INCORRUPTIBLE GENERATION. AS, HOWEVER, ONE WHO PAINTS FROM NATURE, THOUGH HE TAKES NOTHING AWAY FROM ANIMALS, TRANSFERS BY HIS PENCIL ALL FORMS TO THE CANVAS; SO, THE SON, BY A POWER WHICH BELONGS TO HIMSELF, TRANSFERS PATERNAL MARKS FROM THE FATHER INTO MATTER. ALL THE PATERNAL MARKS ARE HERE, AND THERE ARE NOT ANY MORE. FOR IF ANY ONE, HE SAYS, OF THOSE (BEINGS) WHICH ARE HERE WILL HAVE STRENGTH TO PERCEIVE THAT HE IS A PATERNAL MARK TRANSFERRED HITHER FROM ABOVE, (AND THAT HE IS) INCARNATE--JUST AS BY THE CONCEPTION RESULTING FROM THE ROD A SOMETHING WHITE IS PRODUCED, HE IS OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE ALTOGETHER WITH THE FATHER IN HEAVEN, AND RETURNS THITHER. IF, HOWEVER, HE MAY NOT HAPPEN UPON THIS DOCTRINE, NEITHER WILL HE UNDERSTAND THE NECESSITY OF GENERATION, JUST AS AN ABORTION BORN AT NIGHT WILL PERISH AT NIGHT. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE SAYS, THE SAVIOUR OBSERVES, "YOUR FATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN," HE ALLUDES TO THAT ONE FROM WHOM THE SON DERIVING HIS CHARACTERISTICS HAS TRANSFERRED THEM HITHER. WHEN, HOWEVER, (JESUS) REMARKS, "YOUR FATHER IS A MURDERER FROM THE BEGINNING," HE ALLUDES TO THE RULER AND DEMIURGE OF MATTER, WHO, APPROPRIATING THE MARKS DELIVERED FROM THE SON, GENERATED HIM HERE WHO FROM THE BEGINNING WAS A MURDERER, FOR HIS WORK CAUSES CORRUPTION AND DEATH. NO ONE, THEN, HE SAYS, CAN BE SAVED OR RETURN (INTO HEAVEN) WITHOUT THE SON, AND THE SON IS THE SERPENT. FOR AS HE BROUGHT DOWN FROM ABOVE THE PATERNAL MARKS, SO AGAIN HE CARRIES UP FROM THENCE THOSE MARKS ROUSED FROM A DORMANT CONDITION AND RENDERED PATERNAL CHARACTERISTICS, SUBSTANTIAL ONES FROM THE UNSUBSTANTIAL BEING, TRANSFERRING THEM HITHER FROM THENCE. THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT IS SPOKEN: "I AM THE DOOR." AND HE TRANSFERS (THOSE MARKS), HE SAYS, TO THOSE WHO CLOSE THE EYELID, AS THE NAPHTHA DRAWING THE FIRE IN EVERY DIRECTION TOWARDS ITSELF; NAY RATHER, AS THE MAGNET (ATTRACTING) THE IRON AND NOT ANYTHING ELSE, OR JUST AS THE BACKBONE OF THE SEA FALCON, THE GOLD AND NOTHING ELSE, OR AS THE CHAFF IS LED BY THE AMBER. IN THIS MANNER, HE SAYS, IS THE PORTRAYED, PERFECT, AND CON-SUBSTANTIAL GENUS DRAWN AGAIN FROM THE WORLD BY THE SERPENT; NOR DOES HE (ATTRACT) ANYTHING ELSE, AS IT HAS BEEN SENT DOWN BY HIM. FOR A PROOF OF THIS, THEY ADDUCE THE ANATOMY OF THE BRAIN, ASSIMILATING, FROM THE FACT OF ITS IMMOBILITY, THE BRAIN ITSELF TO THE FATHER, AND THE CEREBELLUM TO THE SON, BECAUSE OF ITS BEING MOVED AND BEING OF THE FORM OF (THE HEAD OF) A SERPENT. AND THEY ALLEGE THAT THIS (CEREBELLUM), BY AN INEFFABLE AND INSCRUTABLE PROCESS, ATTRACTS THROUGH THE PINEAL GLAND THE SPIRITUAL AND LIFE-GIVING SUBSTANCE EMANATING FROM THE VAULTED CHAMBER (IN WHICH THE BRAIN IS EMBEDDED). AND ON RECEIVING THIS, THE CEREBELLUM IN AN INEFFABLE MANNER IMPARTS THE IDEAS, JUST AS THE SON DOES, TO MATTER; OR, IN OTHER WORDS, THE SEEDS AND THE GENERA OF THE THINGS PRODUCED ACCORDING TO THE FLESH FLOW ALONG INTO THE SPINAL MARROW. EMPLOYING THIS EXEMPLAR, (THE HERETICS) SEEM TO ADROITLY INTRODUCE THEIR SECRET MYSTERIES, WHICH ARE DELIVERED IN SILENCE. NOW IT WOULD BE IMPIOUS FOR US TO DECLARE THESE; YET IT IS EASY TO FORM AN IDEA OF THEM, BY REASON OF THE MANY STATEMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE. 
CHAP. XIII.--THE PERATIC HERESY NOT GENERALLY KNOWN. 
BUT SINCE I CONSIDER THAT I HAVE PLAINLY EXPLAINED THE PERATIC HERESY, AND BY MANY (ARGUMENTS) HAVE RENDERED EVIDENT (A SYSTEM THAT HITHERTO) HAS ALWAYS ESCAPED NOTICE, AND IS ALTOGETHER A TISSUE OF FABLE, AND ONE THAT DISGUISES ITS OWN PECULIAR VENOM, IT SEEMS EXPEDIENT TO ADVANCE NO FURTHER STATEMENT BEYOND THOSE ALREADY PUT FORWARD; FOR THE OPINIONS PROPOUNDED BY (THE HERETICS) THEMSELVES ARE SUFFICIENT FOR THEIR OWN CONDEMNATION. 
CHAP. XIV.--THE SYSTEM OF THE SETHIANS; THEIR TRIAD OF INFINITE PRINCIPLES; THEIR HERESY EXPLAINED; THEIR INTERPRETATION OF THE INCARNATION. 
LET US THEN SEE WHAT THE SITHIANS AFFIRM. TO THESE IT APPEARS THAT THERE ARE THREE DEFINITE PRINCIPLES OF THE UNIVERSE, AND THAT EACH OF THESE PRINCIPLES POSSESSES INFINITE POWERS. AND WHEN THEY SPEAK OF POWERS LET HIM THAT HEARETH TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THAT THEY MAKE THIS STATEMENT. EVERYTHING WHATSOEVER YOU DISCERN BY AN ACT OF INTELLIGENCE, OR ALSO OMIT (TO DISCERN) AS NOT BEING UNDERSTOOD, THIS BY NATURE IS FITTED TO BECOME EACH OF THE PRINCIPLES, AS IN THE HUMAN SOUL EVERY ART WHATSOEVER WHICH IS MADE THE SUBJECT OF INSTRUCTION. JUST FOR INSTANCE, HE SAYS, THIS CHILD WILL BE A MUSICIAN, HAVING WAITED THE REQUISITE TIME FOR (ACQUIRING A KNOWLEDGE OF) THE HARP; OR A GEOMETRICIAN, (HAVING PREVIOUSLY UNDERGONE THE NECESSARY STUDY FOR ACQUIRING A KNOWLEDGE) OF GEOMETRY; A GRAMMARIAN, (AFTER HAVING SUFFICIENTLY STUDIED) GRAMMAR; A WORKMAN, (HAVING ACQUIRED A PRACTICAL ACQUAINTANCE) WITH A HANDICRAFTSMAN'S BUSINESS; AND TO ONE BROUGHT INTO CONTACT WITH THE REST OF THE ARTS A SIMILAR OCCURRENCE WILL TAKE PLACE. NOW OF PRINCIPLES, HE SAYS, THE SUBSTANCES ARE LIGHT AND DARKNESS; AND OF THESE, SPIRIT IS INTERMEDIATE WITHOUT ADMIXTURE. THE SPIRIT, HOWEVER, IS THAT WHICH HAS ITS APPOINTED PLACE IN THE MIDST OF DARKNESS WHICH IS BELOW, AND LIGHT WHICH IS ABOVE. IT IS NOT SPIRIT AS A CURRENT OF WIND, OR SOME GENTLE BREEZE THAT CAN BE FELT; BUT, AS IT WERE, SOME ODOR OF OINTMENT OR OF INCENSE FORMED OUT OF A COMPOUND. (IT IS) A SUBTLE POWER, THAT INSINUATES ITSELF BY MEANS OF SOME IMPULSIVE QUALITY IN A FRAGRANCE, WHICH IS INCONCEIVABLE AND BETTER THAN COULD BE EXPRESSED BY WORDS. SINCE, HOWEVER, LIGHT IS ABOVE AND DARKNESS BELOW, AND SPIRIT IS INTERMEDIATE IN SUCH A WAY AS STATED BETWEEN THESE; AND SINCE LIGHT IS SO CONSTITUTED, THAT, LIKE A RAY OF THE SUN, IT SHINES FROM ABOVE UPON THE UNDERLYING DARKNESS; AND AGAIN, SINCE THE FRAGRANCE OF THE SPIRIT, HOLDING AN INTERMEDIATE PLACE, IS EXTENDED AND CARRIED IN EVERY DIRECTION, AS IN THE CASE OF INCENSE-OFFERINGS PLACED UPON FIRE, WE DETECT THE FRAGRANCE THAT IS BEING WAFTED IN EVERY DIRECTION: WHEN, I SAY, THERE IS A POWER OF THIS DESCRIPTION BELONGING UNTO THE PRINCIPLES WHICH ARE CLASSIFIED UNDER THREE DIVISIONS, THE POWER OF SPIRIT AND LIGHT SIMULTANEOUSLY EXISTS IN THE DARKNESS THAT IS SITUATED UNDERNEATH THEM. BUT THE DARKNESS IS A TERRIBLE WATER, INTO WHICH LIGHT IS ABSORBED AND TRANSLATED INTO A NATURE OF THE SAME DESCRIPTION WITH SPIRIT. THE DARKNESS, HOWEVER, IS NOT DEVOID OF INTELLIGENCE, BUT ALTOGETHER REFLECTIVE, AND IS CONSCIOUS THAT, WHERE THE LIGHT HAS BEEN ABSTRACTED FROM THE DARKNESS, THE DARKNESS REMAINS ISOLATED, INVISIBLE, OBSCURE, IMPOTENT, INOPERATIVE, (AND) FEEBLE. WHEREFORE IT IS CONSTRAINED, BY ALL ITS REFLECTION AND UNDERSTANDING, TO COLLECT INTO ITSELF THE LUSTER AND SCINTILLATION OF LIGHT WITH THE FRAGRANCE OF THE SPIRIT. AND IT IS POSSIBLE TO BEHOLD AN IMAGE OF THE NATURE OF THESE IN THE HUMAN COUNTENANCE; FOR INSTANCE, THE PUPIL OF THE EYE, DARK FROM THE SUBJACENT HUMORS, (BUT) ILLUMINATED WITH SPIRIT. AS, THEN, THE DARKNESS SEEKS AFTER THE SPLENDOR, THAT IT MAY KEEP IN BONDAGE THE SPARK, AND MAY HAVE PERCEPTIVE POWER, SO THE LIGHT AND SPIRIT SEEK AFTER THE POWER THAT BELONGS TO THEMSELVES, AND STRIVE TO UPREAR, AND TOWARDS EACH OTHER TO CARRY UP THEIR INTERMINGLED POWERS INTO THE DARK AND FORMIDABLE WATER LYING UNDERNEATH. BUT ALL THE POWERS OF THE THREE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLES, WHICH ARE AS REGARDS NUMBER INDEFINITELY INFINITE, ARE EACH ACCORDING TO ITS OWN SUBSTANCE REFLECTIVE AND INTELLIGENT, UNNUMBERED IN MULTITUDE. AND SINCE WHAT ARE REFLECTIVE AND INTELLIGENT ARE NUMBERLESS IN MULTITUDE, WHILE THEY CONTINUE BY THEMSELVES, THEY ARE ALL AT REST. IF, HOWEVER, POWER APPROACHES POWER, THE DISSIMILARITY OF (WHAT IS SET IN) JUXTAPOSITION PRODUCES A CERTAIN MOTION AND ENERGY, WHICH ARE FORMED FROM THE MOTION RESULTING FROM THE CONCOURSE EFFECTED BY THE JUXTAPOSITION OF THE COALESCING POWERS. FOR THE CONCOURSE OF THE POWERS ENSUES, JUST LIKE ANY MARK OF A SEAL THAT IS IMPRESSED BY MEANS OF THE CONCOURSE CORRESPONDINGLY WITH (THE SEAL) WHICH PRINTS THE FIGURE ON THE SUBSTANCES THAT ARE BROUGHT UP (INTO CONTACT WITH IT). SINCE, THEREFORE, THE POWERS OF THE THREE PRINCIPLES ARE INFINITE IN NUMBER, AND FROM INFINITE POWERS (ARISE) INFINITE CONCOURSES, IMAGES OF INFINITE SEALS ARE NECESSARILY PRODUCED. THESE IMAGES, THEREFORE, ARE THE FORMS OF THE DIFFERENT SORTS OF ANIMALS. FROM THE FIRST GREAT CONCOURSE, THEN, OF THE THREE PRINCIPLES, ENSUES A CERTAIN GREAT FORM, A SEAL OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH HAVE A FIGURE SIMILAR TO THE WOMB, HAVING A NAVEL IN THE MIDST; AND IF, HE SAYS, ANY ONE IS DESIROUS OF BRINGING THIS FIGURE UNDER THE ORGAN OF VISION, LET HIM ARTFULLY SCRUTINIZE THE PREGNANT WOMB OF WHATSOEVER ANIMAL HE WISHES, AND HE WILL DISCOVER AN IMAGE OF THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AND OF THE THINGS WHICH IN THE MIDST OF ALL ARE UNALTERABLY SITUATED UNDERNEATH. (AND SO IT IS, THAT THE FIRST GREAT CONCOURSE OF THE THREE PRINCIPLES) HAS PRODUCED SUCH A FIGURE OF HEAVEN AND EARTH AS IS SIMILAR TO A WOMB AFTER THE FIRST COITION. BUT, AGAIN, IN THE MIDST OF THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH HAVE BEEN GENERATED INFINITE CONCOURSES OF POWERS. AND EACH CONCOURSE DID NOT AFFECT AND FASHION ANYTHING ELSE THAN A SEAL OF HEAVEN AND EARTH SIMILAR TO A WOMB. BUT, AGAIN, IN THE EARTH, FROM THE INFINITE SEALS ARE PRODUCED INFINITE CROWDS OF VARIOUS ANIMALS. BUT INTO ALL THIS INFINITY OF THE DIFFERENT ANIMALS UNDER HEAVEN IS DIFFUSED AND DISTRIBUTED, ALONG WITH THE LIGHT, THE FRAGRANCE OF THE SPIRIT FROM ABOVE. FROM THE WATER, THEREFORE, HAS BEEN PRODUCED A FIRST-BEGOTTEN ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE, VIZ., WIND, (WHICH IS) VIOLENT AND BOISTEROUS, AND A CAUSE OF ALL GENERATION. FOR PRODUCING A SORT OF FERMENT IN THE WATERS, (THE WIND) UPLIFTS WAVES OUT OF THE WATERS; AND THE MOTION OF THE WAVES, JUST AS WHEN SOME IMPULSIVE POWER OF PREGNANCY IS THE ORIGIN OF THE PRODUCTION OF A MAN OR MIND, IS CAUSED WHEN (THE OCEAN), EXCITED BY THE IMPULSIVE POWER OF SPIRIT, IS PROPELLED FORWARD. WHEN, HOWEVER, THIS WAVE THAT HAS BEEN RAISED OUT OF THE WATER BY THE WIND, AND RENDERED PREGNANT IN ITS NATURE, HAS WITHIN ITSELF OBTAINED THE POWER, POSSESSED BY THE FEMALE, OF GENERATION, IT HOLDS TOGETHER THE LIGHT SCATTERED FROM ABOVE ALONG WITH THE FRAGRANCE OF THE SPIRIT--THAT IS, MIND MOLDED IN THE DIFFERENT SPECIES. AND THIS (LIGHT) IS A PERFECT GOD, WHO FROM THE UNBEGOTTEN RADIANCE ABOVE, AND FROM THE SPIRIT, IS BORNE DOWN INTO HUMAN NATURE AS INTO A TEMPLE, BY THE IMPULSIVE POWER OF NATURE, AND BY THE MOTION OF WIND. AND IT IS PRODUCED FROM WATER BEING COMMINGLED AND BLENDED WITH BODIES AS IF IT WERE A SALT OF EXISTENT THINGS, AND A LIGHT OF DARKNESS. AND IT STRUGGLES TO BE RELEASED FROM BODIES, AND IS NOT ABLE TO FIND LIBERATION AND AN EGRESS FOR ITSELF FOR A VERY DIMINUTIVE SPARK, A SEVERED SPLINTER FROM ABOVE LIKE THE RAY OF A STAR, HAS BEEN MINGLED IN THE MUCH COMPOUNDED WATERS OF MANY (EXISTENCES), AS, SAYS HE, (DAVID) REMARKS IN A PSALM. EVERY THOUGHT, THEN, AND SOLICITUDE ACTUATING THE SUPERNAL LIGHT IS AS TO HOW AND IN WHAT MANNER MIND MAY BE LIBERATED, BY THE DEATH OF THE DEPRAVED AND DARK BODY, FROM THE FATHER THAT IS BELOW, WHICH IS THE WIND THAT WITH NOISE AND TUMULT UPLIFTED THE WAVES, AND WHO GENERATED A PERFECT MIND HIS OWN SON; NOT, HOWEVER, BEING HIS PECULIAR (OFFSPRING) SUBSTANTIALLY. FOR HE WAS A RAY (SENT DOWN) FROM ABOVE, FROM THAT PERFECT LIGHT, (AND) WAS OVERPOWERED IN THE DARK, AND FORMIDABLE, AND BITTER, AND DEFILED WATER; AND HE IS A LUMINOUS SPIRIT BORNE DOWN OVER THE WATER. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE WAVES THAT HAVE BEEN UPREARED FROM THE WATERS HAVE RECEIVED WITHIN THEMSELVES THE POWER OF GENERATION POSSESSED BY FEMALES, THEY CONTAIN, AS A CERTAIN WOMB, IN DIFFERENT SPECIES, THE INFUSED RADIANCE, SO AS THAT IT IS VISIBLE IN THE CASE OF ALL ANIMALS. BUT THE WIND, AT THE SAME TIME FIERCE AND FORMIDABLE, WHIRLING ALONG, IS, IN RESPECT OF ITS HISSING SOUND, LIKE A SERPENT. FIRST, THEN, FROM THE WIND--THAT IS, FROM THE SERPENT--HAS RESULTED THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF GENERATION IN THE MANNER DECLARED, ALL THINGS HAVING SIMULTANEOUSLY RECEIVED THE PRINCIPLE OF GENERATION. AFTER, THEN, THE LIGHT AND THE SPIRIT HAD BEEN RECEIVED, HE SAYS, INTO THE POLLUTED AND BANEFUL (AND) DISORDERED WOMB, THE SERPENT--THE WIND OF THE DARKNESS, THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN OF THE WATERS--ENTERS WITHIN AND PRODUCES MAN, AND THE IMPURE WOMB NEITHER LOVES NOR RECOGNIZES ANY OTHER FORM. THE PERFECT WORD OF SUPERNAL LIGHT BEING THEREFORE ASSIMILATED (IN FORM) TO THE BEAST, (THAT IS,) THE SERPENT, ENTERED INTO THE DEFILED WOMB, HAVING DECEIVED (THE WOMB) THROUGH THE SIMILITUDE OF THE BEAST ITSELF, IN ORDER THAT (THE WORD) MAY LOOSE THE CHAINS THAT ENCIRCLE THE PERFECT MIND WHICH HAS BEEN BEGOTTEN AMIDST IMPURITY OF WOMB BY THE PRIMAL OFFSPRING OF WATER, (NAMELY,) SERPENT, WIND, (AND) BEAST. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE FORM OF THE SERVANT, AND THIS THE NECESSITY OF THE WORD OF GOD COMING DOWN INTO THE WOMB OF A VIRGIN. BUT HE SAYS IT IS NOT SUFFICIENT THAT THE PERFECT MAN, THE WORD, HAS ENTERED INTO THE WOMB OF A VIRGIN, AND LOOSED THE PANGS WHICH WERE IN THAT DARKNESS. NAY, MORE THAN THIS WAS REQUISITE; FOR AFTER HIS ENTRANCE INTO THE FOUL MYSTERIES OF THE WOMB, HE WAS WASHED, AND DRANK OF THE CUP OF LIFE-GIVING BUBBLING WATER. AND IT WAS ALTOGETHER NEEDFUL THAT HE SHOULD DRINK WHO WAS ABOUT TO STRIP OFF THE SERVILE FORM, AND ASSUME CELESTIAL RAIMENT. 
CHAP. XV.--THE SETHIANS SUPPORT THEIR DOCTRINES BY AN ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE; THEIR SYSTEM REALLY DERIVED FROM NATURAL PHILOSOPHERS AND FROM THE ORPHIC RITES; ADOPT THE HOMERIC COSMOGONY. 
THESE ARE THE STATEMENTS WHICH THE PATRONS OF THE SETHIAN DOCTRINES MAKE, AS FAR AS IT IS POSSIBLE TO DECLARE IN A FEW WORDS. THEIR SYSTEM, HOWEVER, IS MADE UP (OF TENETS) FROM NATURAL (PHILOSOPHERS), AND OF EXPRESSIONS UTTERED IN REFERENCE TO DIFFERENT OTHER SUBJECTS; AND TRANSFERRING (THE SENSE OF) THESE TO THE ETERNAL LOGOS, THEY EXPLAIN THEM AS WE HAVE DECLARED. BUT THEY ASSERT LIKEWISE THAT MOSES CONFIRMS THEIR DOCTRINE WHEN HE SAYS, "DARKNESS, AND MIST, AND TEMPEST." THESE, (THE SETHIAN) SAYS, ARE THE THREE PRINCIPLES (OF OUR SYSTEM); OR WHEN HE STATES THAT THREE WERE BORN IN PARADISE--ADAM, EVE, THE SERPENT; OR WHEN HE SPEAKS OF THREE (PERSONS, NAMELY) CAIN, ABEL, SETH; AND AGAIN OF THREE (OTHERS)--SHEM, HAM, JAPHETH; OR WHEN HE MENTIONS THREE PATRIARCHS -ABRAHAM, ISAAC, JACOB; OR WHEN HE SPEAKS OF THE EXISTENCE OF THREE DAYS BEFORE SUN AND MOON; OR WHEN HE MENTIONS THREE LAWS--PROHIBITORY, PERMISSIVE, AND ADJUDICATORY OF PUNISHMENT. NOW, A PROHIBITORY LAW IS AS FOLLOWS: "OF EVERY TREE THAT IS IN PARADISE THOU MAYEST FREELY EAT; BUT OF THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL THOU MAYEST NOT EAT." BUT IN THE PASSAGE, "COME FORTH FROM THY LAND AND FROM THY KINDRED, AND HITHER INTO A LAND WHICH I SHALL SHOW THEE," THIS LAW, HE SAYS, IS PERMISSIVE; FOR ONE WHO IS SO DISPOSED MAY DEPART, AND ONE WHO IS NOT SO DISPOSED MAY REMAIN. BUT A LAW ADJUDICATORY OF PUNISHMENT IS THAT WHICH MAKES THE FOLLOWING DECLARATION: "THOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, THOU SHALL NOT KILL, THOU SHALL NOT STEAL;" FOR A PENALTY IS AWARDED TO EACH OF THESE ACTS OF WICKEDNESS. THE ENTIRE SYSTEM OF THEIR DOCTRINE, HOWEVER, IS (DERIVED) FROM THE ANCIENT THEOLOGIANS MUSAEUS, AND LINUS, AND ORPHEUS, WHO ELUCIDATES ESPECIALLY THE CEREMONIES OF INITIATION, AS WELL AS THE MYSTERIES THEMSELVES. FOR THEIR DOCTRINE CONCERNING THE WOMB IS ALSO THE TENET OF ORPHEUS; AND THE (IDEA OF THE) NAVEL, WHICH IS HARMONY, IS (TO BE FOUND) WITH THE SAME SYMBOLISM ATTACHED TO IT IN THE BACCHANALIAN ORGIES OF ORPHEUS. BUT PRIOR TO THE OBSERVANCE OF THE MYSTIC RITE OF CELEUS, AND TRIPTOLEMUS, AND CERES, AND PROSERPINE, AND BACCHUS IN ELEUSIS, THESE ORGIES HAVE BEEN CELEBRATED AND HANDED DOWN TO MEN IN PHLIUM OF ATTICA. FOR ANTECEDENT TO THE ELEUSINIAN MYSTERIES, THERE ARE (ENACTED) IN PHLIUM THE ORGIES OF HER DENOMINATED THE "GREAT (MOTHER)." THERE IS, HOWEVER, A PORTICO IN THIS (CITY), AND ON THE PORTICO IS INSCRIBED A REPRESENTATION, (VISIBLE) UP TO THE PRESENT DAY, OF ALL THE WORDS WHICH ARE SPOKEN (ON SUCH OCCASIONS). MANY, THEN, OF THE WORDS INSCRIBED UPON THAT PORTICO ARE THOSE RESPECTING WHICH PLUTARCH INSTITUTES DISCUSSIONS IN HIS TEN BOOKS AGAINST EMPEDOCLES. AND IN THE GREATER NUMBER OF THESE BOOKS IS ALSO DRAWN THE REPRESENTATION OF A CERTAIN AGED MAN, GREY-HAIRED, WINGED, HAVING HIS PUDENDUM ERECTUM, PURSUING A RETREATING WOMAN OF AZURE COLOUR. AND OVER THE AGED MAN IS THE INSCRIPTION "PHAOS RUENTES," AND OVER THE WOMAN "PEREAPHICOLA." BUT "PHAOS RUENTES" APPEARS TO BE THE LIGHT (WHICH EXISTS), ACCORDING TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE SETHIANS, AND "PHICOLA" THE DARKISH WATER; WHILE THE SPACE IN THE MIDST OF THESE SEEMS TO BE A HARMONY CONSTITUTED FROM THE SPIRIT THAT IS PLACED BETWEEN. THE NAME, HOWEVER, OF "PHAOS RUENTES" MANIFESTS, AS THEY ALLEGE, THE FLOW FROM ABOVE OF THE LIGHT DOWNWARDS. WHEREFORE ONE MAY REASONABLY ASSERT THAT THE SETHIANS CELEBRATE RITES AMONG THEMSELVES, VERY CLOSELY BORDERING UPON THOSE ORGIES OF THE "GREAT (MOTHER" WHICH ARE OBSERVED AMONG) THE PHLIASIANS. AND THE POET LIKEWISE SEEMS TO BEAR HIS TESTIMONY TO THIS TRIPLE DIVISION, WHEN HE REMARKS, "AND ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN TRIPLY DIVIDED, AND EVERYTHING OBTAINS ITS (PROPER) DISTINCTION;" THAT IS, EACH MEMBER OF THE THREEFOLD DIVISION HAS OBTAINED (A PARTICULAR) CAPACITY. BUT NOW, AS REGARDS THE TENET THAT THE SUBJACENT WATER BELOW, WHICH IS DARK, OUGHT, BECAUSE THE LIGHT HAS SET (OVER IT), TO CONVEY UPWARDS AND RECEIVE THE SPARK BORNE CLOWN FROM (THE LIGHT) ITSELF; IN THE ASSERTION OF THIS TENET. I SAY, THE ALL-WISE SETHIANS APPEAR TO DERIVE (THEIR OPINION) FROM HOMER: "BY EARTH I SWORE, AND YON BROAD HEAVEN ABOVE, AND STYGIAN STREAM BENEATH, THE WEIGHTIEST OATH OF SOLEMN POWER, TO BIND THE BLESSED GODS." THAT IS, ACCORDING TO HOMER, THE GODS SUPPOSE WATER TO BE LOATHSOME AND HORRIBLE. NOW, SIMILAR TO THIS IS THE DOCTRINE OF THE SETHIANS, WHICH AFFIRMS (WATER) TO BE FORMIDABLE TO THE MIND. 
CHAP. XVI.--THE SETHIAN THEORY CONCERNING "MIXTURE" AND "COMPOSITION;" APPLICATION OF IT TO CHRIST; ILLUSTRATION FROM THE WELL OF AMPA. 
THESE, AND OTHER ASSERTIONS SIMILAR TO THESE, ARE MADE (BY THE SETHIANS) IN THEIR INTERMINABLE COMMENTARIES. THEY, HOWEVER, PERSUADE THEIR DISCIPLES TO BECOME CONVERSANT WITH THE THEORY RESPECTING COMPOSITION AND MIXTURE. BUT THIS THEORY HAS FORMED A SUBJECT OF MEDITATION TO MANY, BUT (AMONG OTHERS) ALSO TO ANDRONICUS THE PERIPATETIC. THE SETHIANS, THEN, AFFIRM THAT THE THEORY CONCERNING COMPOSITION AND MIXTURE IS CONSTITUTED ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWING METHOD: THE LUMINOUS RAY FROM ABOVE IS INTERMINGLED, AND THE VERY DIMINUTIVE SPARK IS DELICATELY BLENDED IN THE DARK WATERS BENEATH; AND (BOTH OF THESE) BECOME UNITED, AND ARE FORMED INTO ONE COMPOUND MASS, JUST AS A SINGLE SAVOR (RESULTS) FROM THE MIXTURE OF MANY INCENSE-OFFERINGS IN THE FIRE, AND (JUST AS) AN ADEPT, BY HAVING A TEST IN AN ACUTE SENSE OF SMELL, OUGHT TO BE ABLE FROM THE SINGLE ODOR OF THE INCENSE TO DISTINGUISH ACCURATELY EACH (INGREDIENT) OF THE INCENSE-OFFERINGS THAT HAVE BEEN MINGLED IN THE FIRE,--WHETHER, FOR EXAMPLE, STYRAX, AND MYRRH, AND FRANKINCENSE, OR WHATEVER OTHER (INGREDIENT) MAY BE MIXED (IN THE INCENSE). THEY, HOWEVER, EMPLOY ALSO OTHER EXAMPLES, SAYING BOTH THAT BRASS IS MIXED WITH GOLD, AND THAT SOME ART HAS BEEN DISCOVERED WHICH SEPARATES THE BRASS FROM THE GOLD. AND, IN LIKE MANNER, IF TIN OR BRASS, OR ANY SUBSTANCE HOMOGENEOUS WITH IT, BE DISCOVERED MIXED WITH SILVER, THESE LIKEWISE, BY SOME ART SUPERIOR TO THAT OF MIXING, ARE DISTINGUISHED. BUT ALREADY SOME ONE ALSO DISTINGUISHES WATER MINGLED WITH WINE. SO, SAY THEY, THOUGH ALL THINGS ARE COMMINGLED, THEY ARE CAPABLE OF BEING SEPARATED. NAY, BUT, HE SAYS, DERIVE THE SAME LESSON FROM THE CASE OF ANIMALS. FOR WHEN THE ANIMAL IS DEAD, EACH OF ITS PARTS IS SEPARATED; AND WHEN DISSOLUTION TAKES PLACE, THE ANIMAL IN THIS WAY VANISHES. THIS IS, HE SAYS, WHAT HAS BEEN SPOKEN: "I CAME NOT TO SEND PEACE ON THE EARTH, BUT A SWORD," --THAT IS, THE DIVISION AND SEPARATION OF THE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN COMMINGLED. FOR EACH OF THE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN COMMINGLED IS SEPARATED AND DIVIDED WHEN IT REACHES ITS PROPER PLACE. FOR AS THERE IS ONE PLACE OF MIXTURE FOR ALL ANIMALS, SO ALSO HAS THERE BEEN ESTABLISHED ONE (LOCALITY) OF SEPARATION. AND, HE SAYS, NO ONE IS AWARE OF THIS (PLACE), SAVE WE ALONE THAT HAVE BEEN BORN AGAIN, SPIRITUAL, NOT CARNAL, WHOSE CITIZENSHIP IS IN HEAVEN ABOVE. IN THIS MANNER INSINUATING THEMSELVES, THEY CORRUPT THEIR PUPILS, PARTLY BY MISUSING THE WORDS SPOKEN (BY THEMSELVES), WHILE THEY WICKEDLY PERVERT, TO SERVE ANY PURPOSE THEY WISH, WHAT HAS BEEN ADMIRABLY SAID (IN SCRIPTURE); AND PARTLY BY CONCEALING THEIR NEFARIOUS CONDUCT, BY MEANS OF WHATEVER COMPARISONS THEY PLEASE. ALL THESE THINGS, THEN, HE SAYS, THAT HAVE BEEN COM-MINGLED, POSSESS, AS HAS BEEN DECLARED, THEIR OWN PARTICULAR PLACE, AND HURRY TOWARDS THEIR OWN PECULIAR (SUBSTANCES), AS IRON TOWARDS THE MAGNET, AND THE CHAFF TO THE VICINITY OF AMBER, AND THE GOLD TO THE SPUR OF THE SEA FALCON. IN LIKE MANNER, THE RAY OF LIGHT WHICH HAS BEEN COM-MINGLED WITH THE WATER, HAVING OBTAINED FROM DISCIPLINE AND INSTRUCTION ITS OWN PROPER LOCALITY, HASTENS TOWARDS THE LOGOS THAT COMES FROM ABOVE IN SERVILE FORM; AND ALONG WITH THE LOGOS EXISTS AS A LOGOS IN THAT PLACE WHERE THE LOGOS IS STILL: (THE LIGHT, I SAY, HASTENS TO THE LOGOS WITH GREATER SPEED) THAN THE IRON TOWARDS THE MAGNET. AND THAT THESE THINGS, HE SAYS, ARE SO, AND THAT ALL THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN COMMINGLED ARE SEPARATED IN THEIR PROPER PLACES, LEARN. THERE IS AMONG THE PERSIANS IN A CITY AMPA, NEAR THE RIVER TILLS, A WELL; AND NEAR THE WELL, AT THE TOP, HAS BEEN CONSTRUCTED A CERTAIN RESERVOIR, SUPPLIED WITH THREE OUTLETS; AND WHEN ONE PUMPS FROM THIS WELL, AND DRAWS OFF SOME OF ITS CONTENTS IN A VESSEL, WHAT IS THUS PUMPED OUT OF THE WELL, WHATEVER IT IS AT ALL, HE POURS INTO THE RESERVOIR HARD BY. AND WHEN WHAT IS THUS INFUSED REACHES THE OUTLETS, AND WHEN WHAT IS TAKEN UP (OUT OF EACH OUTLET) IN A SINGLE VESSEL IS EXAMINED, A SEPARATION IS OBSERVED TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE. AND IN THE FIRST OF THE OUTLETS IS EXHIBITED A CONCRETION OF SALT, AND IN THE SECOND OF ASPHALT, AND IN THE THIRD OF OIL; AND THE OIL IS BLACK, JUST AS, HE SAYS, HERODOTUS ALSO NARRATES, AND IT YIELDS A HEAVY SMELL, AND THE PERSIANS CALL THIS "RADIANCE." THE SIMILITUDE OF THE WELL IS, SAY THE SETHIANS, MORE SUFFICIENT FOR THE DEMONSTRATION OF THEIR PROPOSITION THAN ALL THE STATEMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY MADE. 
CHAP. XVII.--THE SETHIAN DOCTRINES TO BE LEARNED FROM THE "PARAPHRASE OF SETH." 
THE OPINION OF THE SETHIANS APPEARS TO US TO HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENTLY ELUCIDATED. IF, HOWEVER, ANY ONE IS DESIROUS OF LEARNING THE ENTIRE DOCTRINE ACCORDING TO THEM, LET HIM READ A BOOK INSCRIBED PARAPHRASE OF SETH; FOR ALL THEIR SECRET TENETS HE WILL FIND DEPOSITED THERE. BUT SINCE WE HAVE EXPLAINED THE OPINIONS ENTERTAINED BY THE SETHIANS, LET US SEE ALSO WHAT ARE THE DOCTRINES ADVANCED BY JUSTINUS. 
CHAP. XVIII.--THE SYSTEM OF JUSTINUS ANTISCRIPTURAL AND ESSENTIALLY PAGAN. 
JUSTINUS WAS ENTIRELY OPPOSED TO THE TEACHING OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, AND MOREOVER TO THE WRITTEN OR ORAL TEACHING OF THE BLESSED EVANGELISTS, ACCORDING AS THE LOGOS WAS ACCUSTOMED TO INSTRUCT HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING, "GO NOT INTO THE WAY OF THE GENTILES;" AND THIS SIGNIFIES THAT THEY SHOULD NOT ATTEND TO THE FUTILE DOCTRINE OF THE GENTILES. THIS (HERETIC) ENDEAVORS TO LEAD ON HIS HEARERS INTO AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF PRODIGIES DETAILED BY THE GENTILES, AND OF DOCTRINES INCULCATED BY THEM. AND HE NARRATES, WORD FOR WORD, LEGENDARY ACCOUNTS PREVALENT AMONG THE GREEKS, AND DOES NOT PREVIOUSLY TEACH OR DELIVER HIS PERFECT MYSTERY, UNLESS HE HAS BOUND HIS DUPE BY AN OATH. THEN HE BRINGS FORWARD (THESE) FABLES FOR THE PURPOSE OF PERSUASION, IN ORDER THAT THEY WHO ARE CONVERSANT WITH THE INCALCULABLE TRIFLING OF THESE BOOKS MAY HAVE SOME CONSOLATION IN THE DETAILS OF THESE LEGENDS. THUS, IT HAPPENS AS WHEN IN LIKE MANNER ONE MAKING A LONG JOURNEY DEEMS IT EXPEDIENT, ON HAVING FALLEN IN WITH AN INN, TO TAKE REPOSE. AND SO, IT IS THAT, WHEN ONCE MORE THEY ARE INDUCED TO TURN TOWARDS STUDYING THE DIFFUSE DOCTRINE OF THESE LECTURES, THEY MAY NOT ABHOR THEM WHILE THEY, UNDERGOING INSTRUCTION UNNECESSARILY PROLIX, RUSH STUPEFIED INTO THE TRANSGRESSION DEVISED BY (JUSTINUS); AND PREVIOUSLY HE BINDS HIS FOLLOWERS WITH HORRIBLE OATHS, NEITHER TO PUBLISH NOR ABJURE THESE DOCTRINES, AND FORCES UPON THEM AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT (OF THEIR TRUTH). AND IN THIS MANNER, HE DELIVERS THE MYSTERIES IMPIOUSLY DISCOVERED BY HIMSELF, PARTLY, ACCORDING TO THE STATEMENTS PREVIOUSLY MADE, AVAILING HIMSELF OF THE HELLENIC LEGENDS, AND PARTLY OF THOSE PRETENDED BOOKS WHICH, TO SOME EXTENT, BEAR A RESEMBLANCE TO THE FORESAID HERESIES. FOR ALL, FORCED TOGETHER BY ONE SPIRIT, ARE DRAWN INTO ONE PROFOUND ABYSS OF POLLUTION, INCULCATING THE SAME TENETS, AND DETAILING THE SAME LEGENDS, EACH AFTER A DIFFERENT METHOD. ALL THOSE, HOWEVER, STYLE THEMSELVES GNOSTICS IN THIS PECULIAR SENSE, THAT THEY ALONE THEMSELVES HAVE IMBIBED THE MARVELOUS KNOWLEDGE OF THE PERFECT AND GOOD (BEING). 
CHAP. XIX.--THE JUSTINIAN HERESY UNFOLDED IN THE "BOOK OF BARUCH." 
BUT SWEAR, SAYS JUSTINUS, IF YOU WISH TO KNOW "WHAT EYE HATH NOT SEEN, AND EAR HATH NOT HEARD, AND THE THINGS WHICH HAVE NOT ENTERED INTO THE HEART;" THAT IS, IF YOU WISH TO KNOW HIM WHO IS GOOD ABOVE ALL, HIM WHO IS MORE EXALTED, (SWEAR) THAT YOU WILL PRESERVE THE SECRETS (OF THE JUSTINIAN) DISCIPLINE, AS INTENDED TO BE KEPT SILENT. FOR ALSO OUR FATHER, ON BEHOLDING THE GOOD ONE, AND ON BEING INITIATED WITH HIM, PRESERVED THE MYSTERIES RESPECTING WHICH SILENCE IS ENJOINED, AND SWORE, AS IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN, "THE LORD SWORE, AND WILL NOT REPENT." HAVING, THEN, IN THIS WAY SET THE SEAL TO THESE TENETS, HE SEEKS TO INVEIGLE (HIS FOLLOWERS) WITH MORE LEGENDS, (WHICH ARE DETAILED) THROUGH A GREATER NUMBER OF BOOKS; AND SO, HE CONDUCTS (HIS READERS) TO THE GOOD ONE, CONSUMMATING THE INITIATED (BY ADMITTING THEM INTO) THE UNSPEAKABLE MYSTERIES. IN ORDER, HOWEVER, THAT WE MAY NOT WADE THROUGH MORE OF THEIR VOLUMES, WE SHALL ILLUSTRATE THE INEFFABLE MYSTERIES (OF JUSTINUS) FROM ONE BOOK OF HIS, INASMUCH AS, ACCORDING TO HIS SUPPOSITION, IT IS (A WORK) OF HIGH REPUTE. NOW THIS VOLUME IS INSCRIBED BARUCH; AND ONE FABULOUS ACCOUNT OUT OF MANY WHICH IS EXPLAINED BY (JUSTINUS) IN THIS (VOLUME), WE SHALL POINT OUT, INASMUCH AS IT IS TO BE FOUND IN HERODOTUS. BUT AFTER IMPARTING A DIFFERENT SHAPE TO THIS (ACCOUNT), HE EXPLAINS IT TO HIS PUPILS AS IF IT WERE SOMETHING NOVEL, BEING UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT THE ENTIRE ARRANGEMENT OF HIS DOCTRINE (SPRINGS) OUT OF IT. 
CHAP. XX.--THE COSMOGONY OF JUSTINUS AN ALLEGORICAL EXPLANATION OF HERODOTUS' LEGEND OF HERCULES. 
HERODOTUS, THEN, ASSERTS THAT HERCULES, WHEN DRIVING THE OXEN OF GERYON FROM ERYTHEIA, CAME INTO SCYTHIA, AND THAT, BEING WEARIED WITH TRAVEL-LING, HE RETIRED INTO SOME DESERT SPOT AND SLEPT FOR A SHORT TIME. BUT WHILE HE SLUMBERED HIS HORSE DISAPPEARED, SEATED ON WHICH HE HAD PERFORMED HIS LENGTHENED JOURNEY. ON BEING AROUSED FROM REPOSE, HE, HOWEVER, INSTITUTED A DILIGENT SEARCH THROUGH THE DESERT, ENDEAVORING TO DISCOVER HIS HORSE. AND THOUGH HE IS UNSUCCESSFUL IN HIS SEARCH AFTER THE HORSE, HE YET FINDS IN THE DESERT A CERTAIN DAMSEL, HALF OF WHOSE FORM WAS THAT OF WOMAN, AND PROCEEDED TO QUESTION HER IF SHE HAD SEEN THE HORSE ANYWHERE. THE GIRL, HOWEVER, REPLIES THAT SHE HAD SEEN (THE ANIMAL), BUT THAT SHE WOULD NOT SHOW HIM UNLESS HERCULES PREVIOUSLY WOULD COME ALONG WITH HER FOR THE PURPOSE OF SEXUAL INTERCOURSE. NOW HERODOTUS INFORMS US THAT HER UPPER PARTS AS FAR AS THE GROIN WERE THOSE OF A VIRGIN, BUT THAT EVERYTHING BELOW THE BODY AFTER THE GROIN PRESENTED SOME HORRIBLE APPEARANCE OF A SNAKE. IN ANXIETY, HOWEVER, FOR THE DISCOVERY OF HIS HORSE, HERCULES COMPLIES WITH THE MONSTER'S REQUEST; FOR HE KNEW HER (CARNALLY), AND MADE HER PREGNANT. AND HE FORETOLD, AFTER COITION, THAT SHE HAD BY HIM IN HER WOMB THREE CHILDREN AT THE SAME TIME, WHO WERE DESTINED TO BECOME ILLUSTRIOUS. AND HE ORDERED THAT SHE, ON BRINGING FORTH, SHOULD IMPOSE ON THE CHILDREN AS SOON AS BORN THE FOLLOWING NAMES: AGATHYRSUS, GELONUS, AND SCYTHA. AND AS THE REWARD OF THIS (FAVOUR) RECEIVING HIS HORSE FROM THE BEAST-LIKE DAMSEL, HE WENT ON HIS WAY, TAKING WITH HIM THE CATTLE ALSO. BUT AFTER THESE (DETAILS), HERODOTUS HAS A PROTRACTED ACCOUNT; ADIEU, HOWEVER, TO IT FOR THE PRESENT. BUT WHAT THE OPINIONS ARE OF JUSTINUS, WHO TRANSFERS THIS LEGEND INTO (HIS ACCOUNT OF) THE GENERATION OF THE UNIVERSE, WE SHALL EXPLAIN. 
CHAP. XXI.--JUSTINUS' TRIAD OF PRINCIPLES; HIS ANGELOGRAPHY FOUNDED ON THIS TRIAD; HIS EXPLANATION OF THE BIRTH, LIFE, AND DEATH OF OUR LORD. 
THIS (HERESIARCH) MAKES THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT. THERE ARE THREE UNBEGOTTEN PRINCIPLES OF THE UNIVERSE, TWO MALE (AND) ONE FEMALE. OF THE MALE (PRINCIPLES), HOWEVER, A CERTAIN ONE, IS DENOMINATED GOOD, AND IT ALONE IS CALLED AFTER THIS MANNER, AND POSSESSES A POWER OF PRESCIENCE CONCERNING THE UNIVERSE. BUT THE OTHER IS FATHER OF ALL BEGOTTEN THINGS, DEVOID OF PRESCIENCE, AND INVISIBLE. AND THE FEMALE (PRINCIPLE) IS DEVOID OF PRESCIENCE, PASSIONATE, TWO-MINDED, TWO-BODIED, IN EVERY RESPECT ANSWERING (THE DESCRIPTION OF) THE GIRL IN THE LEGEND OF HERODOTUS, AS FAR AS THE GROIN A VIRGIN, AND THE PARTS BELOW (RESEMBLING) A SNAKE, AS JUSTINUS SAYS. BUT THIS GIRL IS STYLED EDEM AND ISRAEL. AND THESE PRINCIPLES OF THE UNIVERSE ARE, HE SAYS, ROOTS AND FOUNTAINS FROM WHICH EXISTING THINGS HAVE BEEN PRODUCED, BUT THAT THERE WAS NOT ANYTHING ELSE. THE FATHER, THEN, WHO IS DEVOID OF PRESCIENCE, BEHOLDING THAT HALF-WOMAN EDEM, PASSED INTO A CONCUPISCENT DESIRE FOR HER. BUT THIS FATHER, HE SAYS, IS CALLED ELOHIM. NOT LESS DID EDEM ALSO LONG FOR ELOHIM, AND THE MUTUAL PASSION BROUGHT THEM TOGETHER INTO THE ONE NUPTIAL COUCH OF LOVE. AND FROM SUCH AN INTERCOURSE THE FATHER GENERATES OUT OF EDEM UNTO HIMSELF TWELVE ANGELS. AND THE NAMES OF THE ANGELS BEGOTTEN BY THE FATHER ARE THESE: MICHAEL, AMEN, BARUCH, GABRIEL, ESADDAEUS...AND OF THE MATERNAL ANGELS WHICH EDEM BROUGHT FORTH, THE NAMES IN LIKE MANNER HAVE BEEN SUBJOINED, AND THEY ARE AS FOLLOWS: BABEL, ACHAMOTH, NAAS, BEL, BELIAS, SATAN, SAEL, ADONAEUS, LEVIATHAN, PHARAO, CARCAMENOS, (AND) LATHEN. OF THESE TWENTY-FOUR ANGELS THE PATERNAL ONES ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE FATHER, AND DO ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO HIS WILL; AND THE MATERNAL (ANGELS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH) EDEM THE MOTHER. AND THE MULTITUDE OF ALL THESE ANGELS TOGETHER IS PARADISE, HE SAYS, CONCERNING WHICH MOSES SPEAKS: "GOD PLANTED A GARDEN IN EDEN TOWARDS THE EAST," THAT IS, TOWARDS THE FACE OF EDEM, THAT EDEM MIGHT BEHOLD THE GARDEN--THAT IS, THE ANGELS--CONTINUALLY. ALLEGORICALLY THE ANGELS ARE STYLED TREES OF THIS GARDEN, AND THE TREE OF LIFE IS THE THIRD OF THE PATERNAL ANGELS--BARUCH. AND THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL IS THE THIRD OF THE MATERNAL ANGELS--NAAS. FOR SO, SAYS (JUSTINUS), ONE OUGHT TO INTERPRET THE WORDS OF MOSES, OBSERVING, "MOSES SAID THESE THINGS DISGUISEDLY, FROM THE FACT THAT ALL DO NOT ATTAIN THE TRUTH." AND, HE SAYS, PARADISE BEING FORMED FROM THE CONJUGAL JOY OF ELOHIM AND EDEM, THE ANGELS OF ELOHIM RECEIVING FROM THE MOST BEAUTEOUS EARTH, THAT IS, NOT FROM TILE PORTION OF EDEM RESEMBLING A MONSTER, BUT FROM THE PARTS ABOVE THE GROIN OF HUMAN SHAPE, AND GENTLE--IN ASPECT, MAKE MAN OUT OF THE EARTH. BUT OUT OF THE PARTS RESEMBLING A MONSTER ARE PRODUCED WILD BEASTS, AND THE REST OF THE ANIMAL CREATION. THEY MADE MAN, THEREFORE, AS A SYMBOL OF THE UNITY AND LOVE (SUBSISTING) BETWEEN THEM; AND THEY DEPUTE THEIR OWN POWERS UNTO HIM, EDEM THE SOUL, BUT ELOHIM THE SPIRIT. AND THE MAN ADAM IS PRODUCED AS SOME ACTUAL SEAL AND MEMENTO OF LOVE, AND AS AN EVERLASTING EMBLEM OF THE MARRIAGE OF EDEM AND ELOHIM. AND IN LIKE MANNER ALSO EVE WAS PRODUCED, HE SAYS, AS MOSES HAS DESCRIBED, AN IMAGE AND EMBLEM (AS WELL AS) A SEAL, TO BE PRESERVED FOR EVER, OF EDEM. AND IN LIKE MANNER ALSO A SOUL WAS DEPOSITED IN EVE, AN IMAGE--FROM EDEM, BUT A SPIRIT FROM ELOHIM. AND THERE WERE GIVEN TO THEM COMMANDMENTS, "BE FRUITFUL, AND MULTIPLY, AND REPLENISH THE EARTH," THAT IS, EDEM; FOR SO HE WISHES THAT IT HAD BEEN WRITTEN. FOR THE ENTIRE OF THE POWER BELONGING UNTO HERSELF, EDEM CONFERRED UPON ELOHIM AS A SORT OF NUPTIAL DOWRY. WHENCE, HE SAYS, FROM IMITATION OF THAT PRIMARY MARRIAGE UP TO THIS DAY, WOMEN BRING A DOWRY TO THEIR HUSBANDS, COMPLYING WITH A CERTAIN DIVINE AND PATERNAL LAW THAT CAME INTO EXISTENCE ON THE PART OF EDEM TOWARDS ELOHIM. AND WHEN ALL THINGS WERE CREATED AS HAS BEEN DESCRIBED BY MOSES--BOTH HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND THE THINGS THEREIN --THE TWELVE ANGELS OF THE MOTHER WERE DIVIDED INTO FOUR PRINCIPLES, AND EACH FOURTH PART OF THEM IS CALLED A RIVER--PHISON, AND GEHON, AND TIGRIS, AND EUPHRATES, AS, HE SAYS, MOSES STATES. THESE TWELVE ANGELS, BEING MUTUALLY CONNECTED, GO ABOUT INTO FOUR PARTS, AND MANAGE THE WORLD, HOLDING FROM EDEM A SORT OF VICEREGAL AUTHORITY OVER THE WORLD. BUT THEY DO NOT ALWAYS CONTINUE IN THE SAME PLACES, BUT MOVE AROUND AS IF IN A CIRCULAR DANCE, CHANGING PLACE AFTER PLACE, AND AT SET TIMES AND INTERVALS RETIRING TO THE LOCALITIES SUBJECT TO THEMSELVES. AND WHEN PHISON HOLDS SWAY OVER PLACES, FAMINE, DISTRESS, AND AFFLICTION PREVAIL IN THAT PART OF THE EARTH, FOR THE BATTALION OF THESE ANGELS IS NIGGARDLY. IN LIKE MANNER ALSO THERE BELONG TO EACH PART OF THE FOUR, ACCORDING TO THE POWER AND NATURE OF EACH, EVIL TIMES AND HOSTS OF DISEASES. AND CONTINUALLY, ACCORDING TO THE DOMINION OF EACH FOURTH PART, THIS STREAM OF EVIL, JUST (LIKE A CURRENT) OF RIVERS, CAREERS, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF EDEM, UNINTERRUPTEDLY AROUND THE WORLD. AND FROM SOME CAUSE OF THIS DESCRIPTION HAS ARISEN THE NECESSITY OF EVIL. WHEN ELOHIM HAD PREPARED AND CREATED THE WORLD AS A RESULT FROM JOINT PLEASURE, HE WISHED TO ASCEND UP TO THE ELEVATED PARTS OF HEAVEN, AND TO SEE THAT NOT ANYTHING OF WHAT PERTAINED TO THE CREATION LABOURED UNDER DEFICIENCY. AND HE TOOK HIS OWN ANGELS WITH HIM, FOR HIS NATURE WAS TO MOUNT ALOFT, LEAVING EDEM BELOW: FOR INASMUCH AS SHE WAS EARTH, SHE WAS NOT DISPOSED TO FOLLOW UPWARD HER SPOUSE. ELOHIM, THEN, COMING TO THE HIGHEST PART OF HEAVEN ABOVE, AND BEHOLDING A LIGHT SUPERIOR TO THAT WHICH HE HIMSELF HAD CREATED, EXCLAIMED, "OPEN ME THE GATES, THAT ENTERING IN I MAY ACKNOWLEDGE THE LORD; FOR I CONSIDERED MYSELF TO BE LORD." A VOICE WAS RETURNED TO HIM FROM THE LIGHT, SAYING, "THIS IS THE GATE OF THE LORD: THROUGH THIS THE RIGHTEOUS ENTER IN." AND IMMEDIATELY THE GATE WAS OPENED, AND THE FATHER, WITHOUT THE ANGELS, ENTERED, (ADVANCING) TOWARDS THE GOOD ONE, AND BEHELD "WHAT EYE HATH NOT SEEN, AND EAR HATH NOT HEARD, AND WHAT HATH NOT ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN TO (CONCEIVE)." THEN THE GOOD ONE SAYS TO HIM, "SIT THOU ON MY RIGHT HAND." AND THE FATHER SAYS TO THE GOOD ONE, "PERMIT ME, LORD, TO OVERTURN THE WORLD WHICH I HAVE MADE, FOR MY SPIRIT IS BOUND TO MEN. AND I WISH TO RECEIVE IT BACK (FROM THEM." THEN THE GOOD ONE REPLIES TO HIM, "NO EVIL CANST THOU DO WHILE THOU ART WITH ME, FOR BOTH THOU AND EDEM MADE THE WORLD AS A RESULT OF CONJUGAL JOY. PERMIT EDEM, THEN, TO HOLD POSSESSION OF THE WORLD AS LONG AS SHE WISHES; BUT DO YOU REMAIN WITH ME." THEN EDEM, KNOWING THAT SHE HAD BEEN DESERTED BY ELOHIM, WAS SEIZED WITH GRIEF, AND PLACED BESIDE HERSELF HER OWN ANGELS. AND SHE ADORNED HERSELF AFTER A COMELY FASHION, IF BY ANY MEANS ELOHIM, PASSING INTO CONCUPISCENT DESIRE, MIGHT DESCEND (FROM HEAVEN) TO HER. WHEN, HOWEVER, ELOHIM, OVERPOWERED BY THE GOOD ONE, NO LONGER DESCENDED TO EDEM, EDEM COMMANDED BABEL, WHICH IS VENUS, TO CAUSE ADULTERIES AND DISSOLUTIONS OF MARRIAGES AMONG MEN. (AND SHE ADOPTED THIS EXPEDIENT) IN ORDER THAT, AS SHE HAD BEEN DIVORCED FROM ELOHIM, SO ALSO THE SPIRIT OF ELOHIM, WHICH IS IN MEN, BEING WRONG WITH SORROW, MIGHT BE PUNISHED BY SUCH SEPARATIONS, AND MIGHT UNDERGO PRECISELY THE SUFFERINGS WHICH (WERE BEING ENDURED BY) THE DESERTED EDEM. AND EDEM GIVES GREAT POWER TO HER THIRD ANGEL, NAAS, THAT BY EVERY SPECIES OF PUNISHMENT SHE MIGHT CHASTEN THE SPIRIT OF ELOHIM WHICH IS IN MEN, IN ORDER THAT ELOHIM, THROUGH THE SPIRIT, MIGHT BE PUNISHED FOR HAVING DESERTED HIS SPOUSE, IN VIOLATION OF THE AGREEMENTS ENTERED INTO BETWEEN THEM. ELOHIM THE FATHER, SEEING THESE THINGS, SENDS FORTH BARUCH, THE THIRD ANGEL AMONG HIS OWN, TO SUCCOR THE SPIRIT THAT IS IN ALL MEN. BARUCH THEN COMING, STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THE ANGELS OF EDEM, THAT IS, IN THE MIDST OF PARADISE--FOR PARADISE IS THE ANGELS, IN THE MIDST OF WHOM HE STOOD,--AND ISSUED TO THE MAN THE FOLLOWING INJUNCTION: "OF EVERY TREE THAT IS IN PARADISE THOU MAYEST FREELY EAT, BUT THOU MAYEST NOT EAT OF THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL," WHICH IS NAAS. NOW THE MEANING IS, THAT HE SHOULD OBEY THE REST OF THE ELEVEN ANGELS OF EDEM, FOR THE ELEVEN POSSESS PASSIONS, BUT ARE NOT GUILTY OF TRANSGRESSION. NAAS, HOWEVER, HAS COMMITTED SIN, FOR HE WENT IN UNTO EVE, DECEIVING HER, AND DEBAUCHED HER; AND (SUCH AN ACT AS) THIS IS A VIOLATION OF LAW. HE, HOWEVER, LIKEWISE WENT IN UNTO ADAM, AND HAD UNNATURAL INTERCOURSE WITH HIM; AND THIS IS ITSELF ALSO A PIECE OF TURPITUDE, WHENCE HAVE ARISEN ADULTERY AND SODOMY. HENCEFORWARD VICE AND VIRTUE WERE PREVALENT AMONG MEN, ARISING FROM A SINGLE SOURCE--THAT OF THE FATHER. FOR THE FATHER HAVING ASCENDED TO THE GOOD ONE, POINTS OUT FROM TIME TO TIME THE WAY TO THOSE DESIROUS OF ASCENDING (TO HIM LIKEWISE). AFTER HAVING, HOWEVER, DEPARTED FROM EDEM, HE CAUSED AN ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF EVIL FOR THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER THAT IS IN MEN. BARUCH THEREFORE WAS DISPATCHED TO MOSES, AND THROUGH HIM SPOKE TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, THAT THEY MIGHT BE CONVERTED UNTO THE GOOD ONE. BUT THE THIRD ANGEL (NAAS), BY THE SOUL WHICH CAME FROM EDEM UPON MOSES, AS ALSO UPON ALL MEN, OBSCURED THE PRECEPTS OF BARUCH, AND CAUSED HIS OWN PECULIAR INJUNCTIONS TO BE HEARKENED UNTO. FOR THIS REASON, THE SOUL IS ARRAYED AGAINST THE SPIRIT, AND THE SPIRIT AGAINST THE SOUL. FOR THE SOUL IS EDEM, BUT THE SPIRIT ELOHIM, AND EACH OF THESE EXISTS IN ALL MEN, BOTH FEMALES AND MALES. AGAIN, AFTER THESE (OCCURRENCES), BARUCH WAS SENT TO THE PROPHETS, THAT THROUGH THE PROPHETS THE SPIRIT THAT DWELLETH IN MEN MIGHT HEAR (WORDS OF WARNING), AND MIGHT AVOID EDEM AND THE WICKED FICTION, JUST AS THE FATHER HAD FLED FROM ELOHIM. IN LIKE MANNER ALSO--BY THE PROPHETS --NAAS, BY A SIMILAR DEVICE, THROUGH THE SOUL THAT DWELLS IN MAN, ALONG WITH THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER, ENTICED AWAY THE PROPHETS, AND ALL (OF THEM) WERE ALLURED AFTER HIM, AND DID NOT FOLLOW THE WORDS OF BARUCH, WHICH ELOHIM ENJOINED. ULTIMATELY ELOHIM SELECTED HERCULES, AN UNCIRCUMCISED PROPHET, AND SENT HIM TO QUELL THE TWELVE ANGELS OF EDEM, AND RELEASE THE FATHER FROM THE TWELVE ANGELS, THOSE WICKED ONES OF THE CREATION. THESE ARE THE TWELVE CONFLICTS OF HERCULES WHICH HERCULES UNDERWENT, IN ORDER, FROM FIRST TO LAST, VIZ., LION, AND HYDRA, AND BOAR, AND THE OTHERS SUCCESSIVELY. FOR THEY SAY THAT THESE ARE THE NAMES (OF THEM) AMONG THE GENTILES, AND THEY HAVE BEEN DERIVED WITH ALTERED DENOMINATIONS FROM THE ENERGY OF THE MATERNAL ANGELS. WHEN HE SEEMED TO HAVE VANQUISHED HIS ANTAGONISTS, OMPHALE--NOW SHE IS BABEL OR VENUS--CLINGS TO HIM AND ENTICES AWAY HERCULES, AND DIVESTS HIM OF HIS POWER, VIZ., THE COMMANDS OF BARUCH WHICH ELOHIM ISSUED. AND IN PLACE (OF THIS POWER, BABEL) ENVELOPES HIM IN HER OWN PECULIAR ROBE, THAT IS, IN THE POWER OF EDEM, WHO IS THE POWER BELOW; AND IN THIS WAY THE PROPHECY OF HERCULES REMAINED UNFULFILLED, AND HIS WORKS. FINALLY, HOWEVER, IN THE DAYS OF HEROD THE KING, BARUCH IS DISPATCHED, BEING SENT DOWN ONCE MORE BY ELOHIM; AND COMING TO NAZARETH, HE FOUND JESUS, SON OF JOSEPH AND MARY, A CHILD OF TWELVE YEARS, FEEDING SHEEP. AND HE ANNOUNCES TO HIM ALL THINGS FROM THE BEGINNING, WHATSOEVER HAD BEEN DONE BY EDEM AND ELOHIM, AND WHATSOEVER WOULD BE LIKELY TO TAKE PLACE HEREAFTER, AND SPOKE THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "ALL THE PROPHETS ANTERIOR TO YOU HAVE BEEN ENTICED. PUT FORTH AN EFFORT, THEREFORE, JESUS, SON OF MAN, NOT TO BE ALLURED, BUT PREACH THIS WORD UNTO MEN, AND CARRY BACK TIDINGS TO THEM OF THINGS PERTAINING TO THE FATHER, AND THINGS PERTAINING TO THE GOOD ONE, AND ASCEND TO THE GOOD ONE, AND SIT THERE WITH ELOHIM, FATHER OF US ALL." AND JESUS WAS OBEDIENT UNTO THE ANGEL, SAYING THAT, "I SHALL DO ALL THINGS, LORD," AND PROCEEDED TO PREACH. NAAS THEREFORE WISHED TO ENTICE THIS ONE ALSO. (JESUS, HOWEVER, WAS NOT DISPOSED TO LISTEN TO HIS OVERTURES, FOR HE REMAINED FAITHFUL TO BARUCH. THEREFORE NAAS, BEING INFLAMED WITH ANGER BECAUSE HE WAS NOT ABLE TO SEDUCE HIM, CAUSED HIM TO BE CRUCIFIED. HE, HOWEVER, LEAVING THE BODY OF EDEM ON THE (ACCURSED) TREE, ASCENDED TO THE GOOD ONE; SAYING, HOWEVER, TO EDEM, "WOMAN, THOU RETAINEST THY SON," THAT IS, THE NATURAL AND THE EARTHLY MAN. BUT (JESUS) HIMSELF COMMENDING HIS SPIRIT INTO THE HANDS OF THE FATHER, ASCENDED TO THE GOOD ONE. NOW THE GOOD ONE IS PRIAPUS, (AND) HE IT IS WHO ANTECEDENTLY CAUSED THE PRODUCTION OF EVERYTHING THAT EXISTS. ON THIS ACCOUNT HE IS STYLED PRIAPUS, BECAUSE HE PREVIOUSLY FASHIONED ALL THINGS (ACCORDING TO HIS OWN DESIGN). FOR THIS REASON, HE SAYS, IN EVERY TEMPLE IS PLACED HIS STATUE, WHICH IS REVERED BY EVERY CREATURE; AND (THERE ARE IMAGES OF HIM) IN THE HIGHWAYS, CARRYING OVER HIS HEAD RIPENED FRUITS, THAT IS, THE PRODUCE OF THE CREATION, OF WHICH HE IS THE CAUSE, HAVING IN THE FIRST INSTANCE FORMED, (ACCORDING TO HIS OWN DESIGN), THE CREATION, WHEN AS YET IT HAD NO EXISTENCE. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE SAYS, YOU HEAR MEN ASSERTING THAT THE SWAN WENT IN UNTO LEDA, AND BEGAT A CHILD FROM HER, (LEARN THAT) THE SWAN IS ELOHIM, AND LEDA EDEM. AND WHEN PEOPLE ALLEGE THAT AN EAGLE WENT IN UNTO GANYMEDE, (KNOW THAT) THE EAGLE IS NAAS, AND GANYMEDE ADAM. AND WHEN THEY ASSERT THAT GOLD (IN A SHOWER) WENT IN UNTO DANAE AND BEGAT A CHILD FROM HER, (RECOLLECT THAT) THE GOLD IS ELOHIM, AND DANAE IS EDEM. AND SIMILARLY, IN THE SAME MANNER ADDUCING ALL ACCOUNTS OF THIS DESCRIPTION, WHICH CORRESPOND WITH (THE NATURE OF) LEGENDS, THEY PURSUE THE WORK OF INSTRUCTION. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE PROPHET SAYS, "HEARKEN, O HEAVEN, AND GIVE EAR, O EARTH; THE LORD HATH SPOKEN," HE MEANS BY HEAVEN, (JUSTINUS) SAYS, THE SPIRIT WHICH IS IN MAN FROM ELOHIM; AND BY EARTH, THE SOUL WHICH IS IN MAN ALONG WITH THE SPIRIT; AND BY LORD, BARUCH; AND BY ISRAEL, EDEM, FOR ISRAEL AS WELL AS EDEM IS CALLED THE SPOUSE OF ELOHIM. "ISRAEL," HE SAYS, "DID NOT KNOW ME (ELOHIM); FOR HAD HE KNOWN ME, THAT I AM WITH THE GOOD ONE, HE WOULD NOT HAVE PUNISHED THROUGH PATERNAL IGNORANCE THE SPIRIT WHICH IS IN MEN." 
CHAP. XXII.--OATH USED BY THE JUSTINIAN HERETICS; THE BOOK OF BARUCH; THE REPERTORY OF THEIR SYSTEM. 
HENCE ALSO, IN THE FIRST BOOK INSCRIBED "BARUCH," HAS BEEN WRITTEN THE OATH WHICH THEY COMPEL THOSE TO SWEAR WHO ARE ABOUT TO HEAR THESE MYSTERIES, AND BE INITIATED WITH THE GOOD ONE. AND THIS OATH, (JUSTINUS) SAYS, OUR FATHER ELOHIM SWORE WHEN HE WAS BESIDE THE GOOD ONE, AND HAVING SWORN HE DID NOT REPENT (OF THE OATH), RESPECTING WHICH, HE SAYS, IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN, "THE LORD SWORE, AND WILL NOT REPENT." NOW THE OATH IS COUCHED IN THESE TERMS: "I SWEAR BY THAT GOOD ONE WHO IS ABOVE ALL, TO GUARD THESE MYSTERIES, AND TO DIVULGE THEM TO NO ONE, AND NOT TO RELAPSE FROM THE GOOD ONE TO THE CREATURE." AND WHEN HE HAS SWORN THIS OATH, HE GOES ON TO THE GOOD ONE, AND BEHOLDS "WHATEVER THINGS EYE HATH NOT SEEN, AND EAR HATH NOT HEARD, AND WHICH HAVE NOT ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN;" AND HE DRINKS FROM LIFE-GIVING WATER, WHICH IS TO THEM, AS THEY SUPPOSE, A BATH, A FOUNTAIN OF LIFE-GIVING, BUBBLING WATER. FOR THERE HAS BEEN A SEPARATION MADE BETWEEN WATER AND WATER; AND THERE IS WATER, THAT BELOW THE FIRMAMENT OF THE WICKED CREATION, IN WHICH EARTHLY AND ANIMAL MEN ARE WASHED; AND THERE IS LIFE-GIVING WATER, (THAT) ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT, OF THE GOOD ONE, IN WHICH SPIRITUAL (AND) LIVING MEN ARE WASHED; AND IN THIS ELOHIM WASHED HIMSELF. AND HAVING WASHED DID NOT REPENT. AND WHEN, HE SAYS, THE PROPHET AFFIRMS, "TAKE UNTO YOURSELF A WIFE OF WHOREDOM, SINCE THE EARTH HAS ABANDONED ITSELF TO FORNICATION, (DEPARTING) FROM (FOLLOWING) AFTER THE LORD;" THAT IS, EDEM (DEPARTS) FROM ELOHIM. (NOW) IN THESE WORDS, HE SAYS, THE PROPHET CLEARLY DECLARES THE ENTIRE MYSTERY, AND IS NOT HEARKENED UNTO BY REASON OF THE WICKED MACHINATIONS OF NAAS. ACCORDING TO THAT SAME MANNER, THEY DELIVER OTHER PROPHETICAL PASSAGES IN A SIMILAR SPIRIT OF INTERPRETATION THROUGHOUT NUMEROUS BOOKS. THE VOLUME, HOWEVER, INSCRIBED "BARUCH," IS PRE-EMINENTLY TO THEM THE ONE IN WHICH THE READER WILL ASCERTAIN THE ENTIRE EXPLANATION OF THEIR LEGENDARY SYSTEM (TO BE CONTAINED). BELOVED, THOUGH I HAVE ENCOUNTERED MANY HERESIES, YET WITH NO WICKED (HERESIARCH) WORSE THAN THIS (JUSTINUS) HAS IT BEEN MY LOT TO MEET. BUT, IN TRUTH, (THE FOLLOWERS OF JUSTINUS) OUGHT TO IMITATE THE EXAMPLE OF HIS HERCULES, AND TO CLEANSE, AS THE SAYING IS, THE CATTLE-SHED OF AUGIAS, OR RATHER I SHOULD SAY, A DITCH, INTO WHICH, AS SOON AS THE ADHERENTS OF THIS (HERESIARCH) HAVE FALLEN, THEY CAN NEVER BE CLEANSED; NAY, THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE EVEN TO RAISE THEIR HEADS. 
CHAP. XXIII.--SUBSEQUENT HERESIES DEDUCIBLE FROM THE SYSTEM OF JUSTINUS. 
SINCE, THEN, WE HAVE EXPLAINED THE ATTEMPTS (AT A SYSTEM) OF THE PSEUDO-GNOSTIC JUSTINUS, IT APPEARS LIKEWISE EXPEDIENT IN THE FOLLOWING BOOKS TO ELUCIDATE THE OPINIONS PUT FORWARD IN HERESIES FOLLOWING (IN THE WAY OF CONSEQUENCE UPON THE DOCTRINES OF JUSTINUS), AND TO LEAVE NOT A SINGLE ONE OF THESE (SPECULATORS) UNREFUTED. OUR REFUTATION WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED BY ADDUCING THE ASSERTIONS MADE BY THEM; SUCH (AT LEAST OF THEIR STATEMENTS) AS ARE SUFFICIENT FOR MAKING A PUBLIC EXAMPLE (OF THESE HERETICS). (AND WE SHALL ATTAIN OUR PURPOSE), EVEN THOUGH THERE SHOULD ONLY BE CONDEMNED THE SECRET AND INEFFABLE (MYSTERIES) PRACTICED AMONGST THEM, INTO WHICH, SILLY MORTALS THAT THEY ARE, SCARCELY (EVEN) WITH CONSIDERABLE LABOR ARE THEY INITIATED. LET US THEN SEE WHAT ALSO SIMON AFFIRMS. 
HIPPOLYTUS: REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES
BOOK VI.
THE FOLLOWING ARE THE CONTENTS OF THE SIXTH BOOK OF THE REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES: WHAT THE OPINIONS ARE THAT ARE ATTEMPTED (TO BE ESTABLISHED) BY SIMON, AND THAT HIS DOCTRINE DERIVES ITS FORCE FROM THE (LUCUBRATION’S) OF MAGICIANS AND POETS. WHAT ARE THE OPINIONS PROPOUNDED BY VALENTINUS, AND THAT HIS SYSTEM IS NOT CONSTRUCTED OUT OF THE SCRIPTURES, BUT OUT OF THE PLATONIC AND PYTHAGOREAN TENETS? AND WHAT ARE THE OPINIONS OF SECUNDUS, AND PTOLEMAEUS, AND HERACLEON, AS PERSONS ALSO WHO THEMSELVES ADVANCED THE SAME DOCTRINES AS THE PHILOSOPHERS AMONG THE GREEKS, BUT ENUNCIATED THEM IN DIFFERENT PHRASEOLOGY. AND WHAT ARE THE SUPPOSITIONS PUT FORWARD BY MARCUS AND COLARBASUS, AND THAT SOME OF THEM DEVOTED THEIR ATTENTION TO MAGICAL ARTS AND THE PYTHAGOREAN NUMBERS. 
CHAP. 1. --THE OPHITES THE PROGENITORS OF SUBSEQUENT HERESIES. 
WHATEVER OPINIONS, THEN, WERE ENTERTAINED BY THOSE WHO DERIVED THE FIRST PRINCIPLES (OF THEIR DOCTRINE) FROM THE SERPENT, AND IN PROCESS OF TIME DELIBERATELY BROUGHT FORWARD INTO PUBLIC NOTICE THEIR TENETS, WE HAVE EXPLAINED IN THE BOOK PRECEDING THIS, (AND) WHICH IS THE FIFTH OF THE REFUTATION OF HERESIES. BUT NOW ALSO I SHALL NOT BE SILENT AS REGARDS THE OPINIONS OF (HERESIARCHS) WHO FOLLOW THESE (OPHITES IN SUCCESSION); NAY, NOT ONE (SPECULATION) WILL I LEAVE UNREFUTED, IF IT IS POSSIBLE TO REMEMBER ALL (THEIR TENETS), AND THE SECRET ORGIES OF THESE (HERETICS) WHICH ONE MAY FAIRLY STYLE ORGIES,--FOR THEY WHO PROPAGATE SUCH AUDACIOUS OPINIONS ARE NOT FAR DISTANT FROM THE ANGER (OF GOD),--THAT I MAY AVAIL MYSELF OF THE ASSISTANCE OF ETYMOLOGY. 
CHAP. II.--SIMON MAGUS. 
IT SEEMS, THEN, EXPEDIENT LIKEWISE TO EXPLAIN NOW THE OPINIONS OF SIMON, A NATIVE OF GITTA, A VILLAGE OF SAMARIA; AND WE SHALL ALSO PROVE THAT HIS SUCCESSORS, TAKING A STARTING-POINT FROM HIM, HAVE ENDEAVORED (TO ESTABLISH) SIMILAR OPINIONS UNDER A CHANGE OF NAME. THIS SIMON BEING AN ADEPT IN SORCERIES, BOTH MAKING A MOCKERY OF MANY, PARTLY ACCORDING TO THE ART OF THRASYMEDES, IN THE MANNER IN WHICH WE HAVE EXPLAINED ABOVE, AND PARTLY ALSO BY THE ASSISTANCE OF DEMONS PERPETRATING HIS VILLAINY, ATTEMPTED TO DEIFY HIMSELF. (BUT) THE MAN WAS A (MERE) CHEAT, AND FULL OF FOLLY, AND THE APOSTLES REPROVED HIM IN THE ACTS. WITH MUCH GREATER WISDOM AND MODERATION THAN SIMON, DID APSETHUS THE LIBYAN, INFLAMED WITH A SIMILAR WISH, ENDEAVOR TO HAVE HIMSELF CONSIDERED A GOD IN LIBYA, AND INASMUCH AS HIS LEGENDARY SYSTEM DOES NOT PRESENT ANY WIDE DIVERGENCE FROM THE INORDINATE DESIRE OF THAT SILLY SIMON, IT SEEMS EXPEDIENT TO FURNISH AN EXPLANATION OF IT, AS ONE WORTHY OF THE ATTEMPT MADE BY THIS MAN. 
CHAP. III.--STORY OF APSETHUS THE LIBYAN. 
APSETHUS THE LIBYAN INORDINATELY LONGED TO BECOME A GOD; BUT WHEN, AFTER REPEATED INTRIGUES, HE ALTOGETHER FAILED TO ACCOMPLISH HIS DESIRE, HE NEVERTHELESS WISHED TO APPEAR TO HAVE BECOME A GOD; AND HE DID AT ALL EVENTS APPEAR, AS TIME WORE ON, TO HAVE IN REALITY BECOME A GOD. FOR THE FOOLISH LIBYANS WERE ACCUSTOMED TO SACRIFICE UNTO HIM AS TO SOME DIVINE POWER, SUPPOSING THAT THEY WERE YIELDING CREDENCE TO A VOICE THAT CAME DOWN FROM ABOVE, FROM HEAVEN. FOR, COLLECTING INTO ONE AND THE SAME CAGE A GREAT NUMBER OF BIRDS, PARROTS, HE SHUT THEM UP. NOW THERE ARE VERY MANY PARROTS THROUGHOUT LIBYA, AND VERY DISTINCTLY THESE IMITATE THE HUMAN VOICE. THIS MAN, HAVING FOR A TIME NOURISHED THE BIRDS, WAS IN THE HABIT OF TEACHING THEM TO SAY, "APSETHUS IS A GOD." AFTER, HOWEVER, THE BIRDS HAD PRACTICED THIS FOR A LONG PERIOD, AND WERE ACCUSTOMED TO THE UTTERANCE OF THAT WHICH HE THOUGHT, WHEN SAID, WOULD MAKE IT SUPPOSED THAT APSETHUS WAS A GOD, THEN, OPENING THE HABITATION (OF THE BIRDS), HE LET FORTH THE PARROTS, EACH IN A DIFFERENT DIRECTION. WHILE THE BIRDS, HOWEVER, WERE ON THE WING, THEIR SOUND WENT OUT INTO ALL LIBYA, AND THE EXPRESSIONS OF THESE REACHED AS FAR AS THE HELLENIC COUNTRY. AND THUS, THE LIBYANS, BEING ASTONISHED AT THE VOICE OF THE BIRDS, AND NOT PERCEIVING THE KNAVERY PERPETRATED BY APSETHUS, HELD APSETHUS TO BE A GOD. SOME ONE, HOWEVER, OF THE GREEKS, BY ACCURATE EXAMINATION, PERCEIVING THE TRICK OF THE SUPPOSED GOD, BY MEANS OF THOSE SAME PARROTS NOT ONLY REFUTES, BUT ALSO UTTERLY DESTROYS, THAT BOASTFUL AND TIRESOME FELLOW. NOW THE GREEK, BY CONFINING MANY OF THE PARROTS, TAUGHT THEM ANEW TO SAY, "APSETHUS, HAVING CAGED US, COMPELLED US TO SAY, APSETHUS IS A GOD." BUT HAVING HEARD OF THE RECANTATION OF THE PARROTS, THE LIBYANS, COMING TOGETHER, ALL UNANIMOUSLY DECIDED ON BURNING APSETHUS. 
CHAP. IV.--SIMON'S FORCED INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE; PLAGIARIZES FROM HERACLITUS AND ARISTOTLE; SIMON'S SYSTEM OF SENSIBLE AND INTELLIGIBLE EXISTENCES. 
IN THIS WAY WE MUST THINK CONCERNING SIMON THE MAGICIAN, SO THAT WE MAY COMPARE HIM UNTO THE LIBYAN, FAR SOONER THAN UNTO HIM WHO, THOUGH MADE MAN, WAS IN REALITY GOD. IF, HOWEVER, THE ASSERTION OF THIS LIKENESS IS IN ITSELF ACCURATE, AND THE SORCERER WAS THE SUBJECT OF A PASSION SIMILAR TO APSETHUS, LET US ENDEAVOR TO TEACH ANEW THE PARROTS OF SIMON, THAT CHRIST, WHO STOOD, STANDS, AND WILL STAND, (THAT IS, WAS, IS, AND IS TO COME,) WAS NOT SIMON. BUT (JESUS) WAS MAN, OFFSPRING OF THE SEED OF A WOMAN, BORN OF BLOOD AND THE WILL OF THE FLESH, AS ALSO THE REST (OF HUMANITY). AND THAT THESE THINGS ARE SO, WE SHALL EASILY PROVE AS THE DISCUSSION PROCEEDS. NOW SIMON, BOTH FOOLISHLY AND KNAVISHLY PARAPHRASING THE LAW OF MOSES, MAKES HIS STATEMENTS (IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING): FOR WHEN MOSES ASSERTS THAT "GOD IS A BURNING AND CONSUMING FIRE," TAKING WHAT IS SAID BY MOSES NOT IN ITS CORRECT SENSE, HE AFFIRMS THAT FIRE IS THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSE. (BUT SIMON) DOES NOT CONSIDER WHAT THE STATEMENT IS WHICH IS MADE, NAMELY, THAT IT IS NOT THAT GOD IS A FIRE, BUT A BURNING AND CONSUMING FIRE, (THEREBY) NOT ONLY PUTTING A VIOLENT SENSE UPON THE ACTUAL LAW OF MOSES, BUT EVEN PLAGIARIZING FROM HERACLITUS THE OBSCURE. AND SIMON DENOMINATES THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSE AN INDEFINITE POWER, EXPRESSING HIMSELF THUS: "THIS IS THE TREATISE OF A REVELATION OF (THE) VOICE AND NAME (RECOGNIZABLE) BY MEANS OF INTELLECTUAL APPREHENSION OF THE GREAT INDEFINITE POWER. WHEREFORE IT WILL BE SEALED, (AND) KEPT SECRET, (AND) HID, (AND) WILL REPOSE IN THE HABITATION, AT THE FOUNDATION OF WHICH LIES THE ROOT OF ALL THINGS." AND HE ASSERTS THAT THIS MAN WHO IS BORN OF BLOOD IS (THE AFORESAID) HABITATION, AND THAT IN HIM RESIDES AN INDEFINITE POWER, WHICH HE AFFIRMS TO BE THE ROOT OF THE UNIVERSE. NOW THE INDEFINITE POWER WHICH IS FIRE, CONSTITUTES, ACCORDING TO SIMON, NOT ANY UNCOMPOUNDED (ESSENCE, IN CONFORMITY WITH THE OPINION OF THOSE WHO) ASSERT THAT THE FOUR ELEMENTS ARE SIMPLE, AND WHO HAVE (THEREFORE) LIKEWISE IMAGINED THAT FIRE, (WHICH IS ONE OF THE FOUR,) IS SIMPLE. BUT (THIS IS FAR FROM BEING THE CASE): FOR THERE IS, (HE MAINTAINS,) A CERTAIN TWOFOLD NATURE OF FIRE; AND OF THIS TWOFOLD (NATURE) HE DENOMINATES ONE PART A SOMETHING SECRET, AND ANOTHER A SOMETHING MANIFEST, AND THAT THE SECRET IS HIDDEN IN THE MANIFEST PORTIONS OF THE FIRE, AND THAT THE MANIFEST PORTIONS OF THE FIRE DERIVE THEIR BEING FROM ITS SECRET (PORTIONS). THIS, HOWEVER, IS WHAT ARISTOTLE DENOMINATES BY (THE EXPRESSIONS) "POTENTIALITY" AND "ENERGY," OR (WHAT) PLATO (STYLES) "INTELLIGIBLE" AND "SENSIBLE." AND THE MANIFEST PORTION OF THE FIRE COMPRISES ALL THINGS IN ITSELF, WHATSOEVER ANY ONE MIGHT DISCERN, OR EVEN WHATEVER OBJECTS OF THE VISIBLE CREATION HE MAY HAPPEN TO OVERLOOK. BUT THE ENTIRE SECRET (PORTION OF THE FIRE) WHICH ONE MAY DISCERN IS COGNIZED BY INTELLECT, AND EVADES THE POWER OF THE SENSES; OR ONE FAILS TO OBSERVE IT, FROM WANT OF A CAPACITY FOR THAT PARTICULAR SORT OF PERCEPTION. IN GENERAL, HOWEVER, INASMUCH AS ALL EXISTING THINGS FALL UNDER THE CATEGORIES, NAMELY, OF WHAT ARE OBJECTS OF SENSE, AND WHAT ARE OBJECTS OF INTELLECT, AND AS FOR THE DENOMINATION OF THESE (SIMON) EMPLOYS THE TERMS SECRET AND MANIFEST; IT MAY, (I SAY, IN GENERAL,) BE AFFIRMED THAT THE FIRE, (I MEAN) THE SUPER-CELESTIAL (FIRE), IS A TREASURE, AS IT WERE A LARGE TREE, JUST SUCH A ONE AS IN A DREAM WAS SEEN BY NABUCHODONOSOR, OUT OF WHICH ALL FLESH IS NOURISHED. AND THE MANIFEST PORTION OF THE FIRE HE REGARDS AS THE STEM, THE BRANCHES, THE LEAVES, (AND) THE EXTERNAL RIND WHICH OVERLAPS THEM. ALL THESE (APPENDAGES), HE SAYS, OF THE GREAT TREE BEING KINDLED, ARE MADE TO DISAPPEAR BY REASON OF THE BLAZE OF THE ALL-DEVOURING FIRE. THE FRUIT, HOWEVER, OF THE TREE, WHEN IT IS FULLY GROWN, AND HAS RECEIVED ITS OWN FORM, IS DEPOSITED IN A GRANARY, NOT (FLUNG) INTO THE FIRE. FOR, HE SAYS, THE FRUIT HAS BEEN PRODUCED FOR THE PURPOSE OF BEING LAID IN THE STOREHOUSE, WHEREAS THE CHAFF THAT IT MAY BE DELIVERED OVER TO THE FIRE. (NOW THE CHAFF) IS STEM, (AND IS) GENERATED NOT FOR ITS OWN SAKE, BUT FOR THAT OF THE FRUIT. 
CHAP. V.--SIMON APPEALS TO SCRIPTURE IN SUPPORT OF HIS SYSTEM. 
AND THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN IN SCRIPTURE: "FOR THE VINEYARD OF THE LORD OF SABAOTH IS THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND THE MAN OF JUDAH IS HIS BELOVED PLANT." IF, HOWEVER, THE MAN OF JUDAH THE BELOVED PLANT, IT HAS BEEN PROVED, HE SAYS, THAT THERE IS NOT ANY OTHER TREE BUT THAT MAN. BUT CONCERNING THE SECRETION AND DISSOLUTION OF THIS (TREE), SCRIPTURE, HE SAYS, HAS SPOKEN SUFFICIENTLY. AND AS REGARDS INSTRUCTION FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FASHIONED AFTER THE IMAGE (OF HIM), THAT STATEMENT IS ENOUGH WHICH IS MADE (IN SCRIPTURE), THAT "ALL FLESH IS GRASS, AND ALL THE GLORY OF FLESH, AS IT WERE, A FLOWER OF GRASS. THE GRASS WITHERETH, AND ITS FLOWER FALLETH; BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD ABIDETH FOR EVER." THE WORD OF THE LORD, HE SAYS, IS THAT WORD WHICH IS PRODUCED IN THE MOUTH, AND A LOGOS, BUT NOWHERE ELSE EXISTS THERE A PLACE OF GENERATION. 
CHAP. VI.--SIMON'S SYSTEM EXPOUNDED IN THE WORK, GREAT ANNOUNCEMENT; FOLLOWS EMPEDOCLES. 
NOW, TO EXPRESS MYSELF BRIEFLY, INASMUCH AS THE FIRE IS OF THIS DESCRIPTION, ACCORDING TO SIMON, AND SINCE ALL THINGS ARE VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, (AND) IN LIKE MANNER RESONANT AND NOT RESONANT, NUMERABLE AND NOT SUBJECTS OF NUMERATION; HE DENOMINATES IN THE GREAT ANNOUNCEMENT A PERFECT INTELLIGIBLE (ENTITY), AFTER SUCH A MODE, THAT EACH OF THOSE THINGS WHICH, EXISTING INDEFINITELY, MAY BE INFINITELY COMPREHENDED, BOTH SPEAKS, AND UNDERSTANDS, AND ACTS IN SUCH A MANNER AS EMPEDOCLES SPEAKS OF:- "FOR EARTH, INDEED, BY EARTH WE SEE, AND WATER BY WATER, AND AIR DIVINE BY AIR, AND FIRE FIERCE BY FIRE, AND LOVE BY LOVE, AND ALSO STRIFE BY GLOOMY STRIFE." 
CHAP. VII.--SIMON'S SYSTEM OF A THREEFOLD EMANATION BY PAIRS. 
FOR, HE SAYS, HE IS IN THE HABIT OF CONSIDERING THAT ALL THESE PORTIONS OF THE FIRE, BOTH VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, ARE POSSESSED OF PERCEPTION AND A SHARE OF INTELLIGENCE. THE WORLD, THEREFORE, THAT WHICH IS GENERATED, WAS PRODUCED FROM THE UNBEGOTTEN FIRE. IT BEGAN, HOWEVER, TO EXIST, HE SAYS, ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWING MANNER. HE WHO WAS BEGOTTEN FROM THE PRINCIPLE OF THAT FIRE TOOK SIX ROOTS, AND THOSE PRIMARY ONES, OF THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF GENERATION. AND, HE SAYS THAT THE ROOTS WERE MADE FROM THE FIRE IN PAIRS, WHICH ROOTS HE TERMS "MIND" AND "INTELLIGENCE," "VOICE" AND "NAME," "RATIOCINATION" AND "REFLECTION." AND THAT IN THESE SIX ROOTS RESIDES SIMULTANEOUSLY THE ENTIRE INDEFINITE POWER POTENTIALLY, (HOWEVER) NOT ACTUALLY. AND THIS INDEFINITE POWER, HE SAYS, IS HE WHO STOOD, STANDS, AND WILL STAND. WHEREFORE, WHENSOEVER HE MAY BE MADE INTO AN IMAGE, INASMUCH AS HE EXISTS IN THE SIX POWERS, HE WILL EXIST (THERE) SUBSTANTIALLY, POTENTIALLY, QUANTITIVELY, (AND) COMPLETELY. (AND HE WILL BE A POWER) ONE AND THE SAME WITH THE UNBEGOTTEN AND INDEFINITE POWER, AND NOT LABORING UNDER ANY GREATER DEFICIENCY THAN THAT UNBEGOTTEN AND UNALTERABLE (AND) INDEFINITE POWER. IF, HOWEVER, HE MAY CONTINUE ONLY POTENTIALLY IN THE SIX POWERS, AND HAS NOT BEEN FORMED INTO AN IMAGE, HE VANISHES, HE SAYS, AND IS DESTROYED IN SUCH A WAY AS THE GRAMMATICAL OR GEOMETRICAL CAPACITY IN MAN'S SOUL. FOR WHEN THE CAPACITY TAKES UNTO ITSELF AN ART, A LIGHT OF EXISTENT THINGS IS PRODUCED; BUT WHEN (THE CAPACITY) DOES NOT TAKE UNTO ITSELF (AN ART), UNSKILLFULNESS AND IGNORANCE ARE THE RESULTS; AND JUST AS WHEN (THE POWER) WAS NON-EXISTENT, IT PERISHES ALONG WITH THE EXPIRING MAN. 
CHAP. VIII.--FURTHER PROGRESSION OF THIS THREEFOLD EMANATION; CO-EXISTENCE WITH THE DOUBLE TRIAD OF A SEVENTH EXISTENCE. 
AND OF THOSE SIX POWERS, AND OF THE SEVENTH WHICH CO-EXISTS WITH THEM, THE FIRST PAIR, MIND AND INTELLIGENCE, HE CALLS HEAVEN AND EARTH. AND THAT ONE OF THESE, BEING OF MALE SEX, BEHOLDS FROM ABOVE AND TAKES CARE OF HIS PARTNER. BUT THAT THE EARTH RECEIVES BELOW THE RATIONAL FRUITS, AKIN TO THE EARTH, WHICH ARE BORNE DOWN FROM THE HEAVEN. ON THIS ACCOUNT, HE SAYS, THE LOGOS, FREQUENTLY LOOKING TOWARDS THE THINGS THAT ARE BEING GENERATED FROM MIND AND INTELLIGENCE, THAT IS, FROM HEAVEN AND EARTH, EXCLAIMS, "HEAR, O HEAVEN, AND GIVE EAR, O EARTH, BECAUSE THE LORD HAS SPOKEN. I HAVE BROUGHT FORTH CHILDREN, AND EXALTED THEM; AND THESE HAVE REJECTED ME." NOW, HE WHO UTTERS THESE WORDS, HE SAYS, IS THE SEVENTH POWER--HE WHO STOOD, STANDS, AND WILL STAND; FOR HE HIMSELF IS CAUSE OF THOSE BEAUTEOUS OBJECTS OF CREATION WHICH MOSES COMMENDED, AND SAID THAT THEY WERE VERY GOOD. BUT VOICE AND NAME (THE SECOND OF THE THREE PAIRS) ARE SUN AND MOON; AND RATIOCINATION AND REFLECTION (THE THIRD OF THE THREE PAIRS) ARE AIR AND WATER. AND IN ALL THESE IS INTERMINGLED AND BLENDED, AS I HAVE DECLARED, THE GREAT, THE INDEFINITE, THE (SELF-) EXISTING POWER. 
CHAP. IX.--SIMON'S INTERPRETATION OF THE MOSAIC HEXAEMERON; HIS ALLEGORICAL REPRESENTATION OF PARADISE. 
WHEN, THEREFORE, MOSES HAS SPOKEN OF "THE SIX DAYS IN WHICH GOD MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND RESTED ON THE SEVENTH FROM ALL HIS WORKS," SIMON, IN A MANNER ALREADY SPECIFIED, GIVING (THESE AND OTHER PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE) A DIFFERENT APPLICATION (FROM THE ONE INTENDED BY THE HOLY WRITERS), DEIFIES HIMSELF. WHEN, THEREFORE, (THE FOLLOWERS OF SIMON) AFFIRM THAT THERE ARE THREE DAYS BEGOTTEN BEFORE SUN AND MOON, THEY SPEAK ENIGMATICALLY OF MIND AND INTELLIGENCE, THAT IS, HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND OF THE SEVENTH POWER, (I MEAN) THE INDEFINITE ONE. FOR THESE THREE POWERS ARE PRODUCED ANTECEDENT TO ALL THE REST. BUT WHEN THEY SAY, "HE BEGOT ME PRIOR TO ALL THE AGES," SUCH STATEMENTS, HE SAYS, ARE ALLEGED TO HOLD GOOD CONCERNING THE SEVENTH POWER. NOW THIS SEVENTH POWER, WHICH WAS A POWER EXISTING IN THE INDEFINITE POWER, WHICH WAS PRODUCED PRIOR TO ALL THE AGES, THIS IS, HE SAYS, THE SEVENTH POWER, RESPECTING WHICH MOSES UTTERS THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD WAS WAFTED OVER THE WATER;" THAT IS, SAYS (THE SIMONIAN), THE SPIRIT WHICH CONTAINS ALL THINGS IN ITSELF, AND IS AN IMAGE OF THE INDEFINITE POWER ABOUT WHICH SIMON SPEAKS,--"AN IMAGE FROM AN INCORRUPTIBLE FORM, THAT ALONE REDUCES ALL THINGS INTO ORDER." FOR THIS POWER THAT IS WAFTED OVER THE WATER, BEING BEGOTTEN, HE SAYS, FROM AN INCORRUPTIBLE FORM ALONE, REDUCES ALL THINGS INTO ORDER. WHEN, THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO THESE (HERETICS), THERE ENSUED SOME SUCH ARRANGEMENT, AND (ONE) SIMILAR (TO IT) OF THE WORLD, THE DEITY, HE SAYS, PROCEEDED TO FORM MAN, TAKING CLAY FROM THE EARTH. AND HE FORMED HIM NOT UNCOMPOUNDED, BUT TWOFOLD, ACCORDING TO (HIS OWN) IMAGE AND LIKENESS. NOW THE IMAGE IS THE SPIRIT THAT IS WAFTED OVER THE WATER; AND WHOSOEVER IS NOT FASHIONED INTO A FIGURE OF THIS, WILL PERISH WITH THE WORLD, INASMUCH AS HE CONTINUES ONLY POTENTIALLY, AND DOES EXIST ACTUALLY. THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT HAS BEEN SPOKEN, "THAT WE SHOULD NOT BE CONDEMNED WITH THE WORLD." IF ONE, HOWEVER, BE MADE INTO THE FIGURE OF (THE SPIRIT), AND BE GENERATED FROM AN INDIVISIBLE POINT, AS IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN IN THE ANNOUNCEMENT, (SUCH A ONE, ALBEIT) SMALL, WILL BECOME GREAT. BUT WHAT IS GREAT WILL CONTINUE UNTO INFINITE AND UNALTERABLE DURATION, AS BEING THAT WHICH NO LONGER IS SUBJECT TO THE CONDITIONS OF A GENERATED ENTITY. HOW THEN, HE SAYS, AND IN WHAT MANNER, DOES GOD FORM MAN? IN PARADISE; FOR SO IT SEEMS TO HIM. GRANT PARADISE, HE SAYS, TO BE THE WOMB; AND THAT THIS IS A TRUE (ASSUMPTION) THE SCRIPTURE WILL TEACH, WHEN IT UTTERS THE WORDS, "I AM HE WHO FORMS THEE IN THY MOTHER'S WOMB." FOR THIS ALSO HE WISHES TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN SO. MOSES, HE SAYS, RESORTING TO ALLEGORY, HAS DECLARED PARADISE TO BE THE WOMB, IF WE OUGHT TO RELY ON HIS STATEMENT. IF, HOWEVER, GOD FORMS MAN IN HIS MOTHER'S WOMB--THAT IS, IN PARADISE--AS I HAVE AFFIRMED, LET PARADISE BE THE WOMB, AND EDEM THE AFTER-BIRTH, "A RIVER FLOWING FORTH FROM EDEM, FOR THE PURPOSE OF IRRIGATING PARADISE," (MEANING BY THIS) THE NAVEL. THIS NAVEL, HE SAYS, IS SEPARATED INTO FOUR PRINCIPLES; FOR ON EITHER SIDE OF THE NAVEL ARE SITUATED TWO ARTERIES, CHANNELS OF SPIRIT, AND TWO VEINS CHANNELS OF BLOOD. BUT WHEN, HE SAYS, THE UMBILICAL VESSELS PROCEED FORTH FROM EDEM, THAT IS, THE CAUL IN WHICH THE FETUS IS ENVELOPED GROWS INTO THE (FETUS) THAT IS BEING FORMED IN THE VICINITY OF THE EPIGASTRIUM, (NOW) ALL IN COMMON DENOMINATE THIS A NAVEL, THESE TWO VEINS THROUGH WHICH THE BLOOD FLOWS, AND IS CONVEYED FROM EDEM. THE AFTER-BIRTH, TO WHAT ARE STYLED THE GATES OF THE LIVER; (THESE VEINS, I SAY,) NOURISH THE FETUS. BUT THE ARTERIES WHICH WE HAVE SPOKEN OF AS BEING CHANNELS OF SPIRIT, EMBRACE THE BLADDER ON BOTH SIDES, AROUND THE PELVIS, AND CONNECT IT WITH THE GREAT ARTERY, CALLED THE AORTA, IN THE VICINITY OF THE DORSAL RIDGE. AND IN THIS WAY THE SPIRIT, MAKING ITS WAY THROUGH THE VENTRICLES TO THE HEART, PRODUCES A MOVEMENT OF THE FETUS. FOR THE INFANT THAT WAS FORMED IN PARADISE NEITHER RECEIVES NOURISHMENT THROUGH THE MOUTH, NOR BREATHES THROUGH THE NOSTRILS: FOR AS IT LAY IN THE MIDST OF MOISTURE, AT ITS FEET WAS DEATH, IF IT ATTEMPTED TO BREATHE; FOR IT WOULD (THUS) HAVE BEEN DRAWN AWAY FROM MOISTURE, AND PERISHED (ACCORDINGLY). BUT (ONE MAY GO FURTHER THAN THIS); FOR THE ENTIRE (FETUS) IS BOUND TIGHTLY ROUND BY A COVERING STYLED THE CAUL, AND IS NOURISHED BY A NAVEL, AND IT RECEIVES THROUGH THE (AORTA), IN THE VICINITY OF THE DORSAL RIDGE, AS I HAVE STATED, THE SUBSTANCE OF THE SPIRIT. 
CHAP. X.--SIMON'S EXPLANATION OF THE FIRST TWO BOOKS OF MOSES. 
THE RIVER, THEREFORE, HE SAYS, WHICH PROCEEDS OUT OF EDEM IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR PRINCIPLES, FOUR CHANNELS--THAT IS, INTO FOUR SENSES, BELONGING TO THE CREATURE THAT IS BEING BORN, VIZ., SEEING, SMELLING, TASTE, AND TOUCH; FOR THE CHILD FORMED IN PARADISE HAS THESE SENSES ONLY. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE LAW WHICH MOSES APPOINTED; AND IN REFERENCE TO THIS VERY LAW, EACH OF HIS BOOKS HAS BEEN WRITTEN, AS THE INSCRIPTIONS EVINCE. THE FIRST BOOK IS GENESIS. THE INSCRIPTION OF THE BOOK IS, HE SAYS, SUFFICIENT FOR A KNOWLEDGE OF THE UNIVERSE. FOR THIS IS (EQUIVALENT IN MEANING WITH) GENERATION, (THAT IS,) VISION, INTO WHICH ONE SECTION OF THE RIVER IS DIVIDED. FOR THE WORLD WAS SEEN BY THE POWER OF VISION. AGAIN, THE INSCRIPTION OF THE SECOND BOOK IS EXODUS. FOR WHAT HAS BEEN PRODUCED, PASSING THROUGH THE RED SEA, MUST COME INTO THE WILDERNESS, NOW THEY SAY HE CALLS THE RED (SEA) BLOOD, AND TASTE BITTER WATER. FOR BITTER, HE SAYS, IS THE WATER WHICH IS (DRUNK) AFTER (CROSSING) THE RED SEA; WHICH (WATER) IS A PATH TO BE TRODDEN, THAT LEADS TO A KNOWLEDGE IN (THIS) LIFE OF (OUR) TOILSOME AND BITTER LOT. ALTERED, HOWEVER, BY MOSES--THAT IS, BY THE LOGOS--THAT BITTER (WATER) BECOMES SWEET. AND THAT THIS IS SO WE MAY HEAR IN COMMON FROM ALL WHO EXPRESS THEMSELVES ACCORDING TO THE (SENTIMENTS OF THE) POETS: "DARK AT THE ROOT, LIKE MILK, THE FLOWER, GODS CALL IT 'MOLY,' AND HARD FOR MORTAL MEN TO DIG, BUT POWER DIVINE IS BOUNDLESS." 
CHAP. XI.--SIMON'S EXPLANATION OF THE THREE LAST BOOKS OF THE PENTATEUCH. 
WHAT IS SPOKEN BY THE GENTILES IS SUFFICIENT FOR A KNOWLEDGE OF THE UNIVERSE TO THOSE WHO HAVE EARS (CAPABLE) OF HEARING. FOR WHOSOEVER, HE SAYS, HAS TASTED THIS FRUIT, IS NOT THE ONLY ONE THAT IS CHANGED BY CIRCE INTO A BEAST; BUT ALSO, EMPLOYING THE POWER OF SUCH A FRUIT, HE FORMS ANEW AND MOLDS AFRESH, AND RE-ENTICES INTO THAT PRIMARY PECULIAR CHARACTER OF THEIRS, THOSE THAT ALREADY HAVE BEEN ALTERED INTO BEASTS. BUT A FAITHFUL MAN, AND BELOVED BY THAT SORCERESS, IS, HE SAYS, DISCOVERED THROUGH THAT MILK-LIKE AND DIVINE FRUIT. IN LIKE MANNER, THE THIRD BOOK IS LEVITICUS, WHICH IS SMELLING, OR RESPIRATION. FOR THE ENTIRE OF THAT BOOK IS (AN ACCOUNT) OF SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS. WHERE, HOWEVER, THERE IS A SACRIFICE, A CERTAIN SAVOR OF THE FRAGRANCE ARISES FROM THE SACRIFICE THROUGH THE INCENSE-OFFERINGS; AND IN REGARD OF THIS FRAGRANCE (THE SENSE OF) SMELLING IS A TEST. NUMBERS, THE FOURTH OF THE BOOKS, SIGNIFIES TASTE, WHERE THE DISCOURSE IS OPERATIVE. FOR, FROM THE FACT OF ITS SPEAKING ALL THINGS, IT IS DENOMINATED BY NUMERICAL ARRANGEMENT. BUT DEUTERONOMY, HE SAYS, IS WRITTEN IN REFERENCE TO THE (SENSE OF) TOUCH POSSESSED BY THE CHILD THAT IS BEING FORMED. FOR AS TOUCH, BY SEIZING THE THINGS THAT ARE SEEN BY THE OTHER SENSES, SUMS THEM UP AND RATIFIES THEM, TESTING WHAT IS ROUGH, OR WARM, OR CLAMMY, (OR COLD); SO, THE FIFTH BOOK OF THE LAW CONSTITUTES A SUMMARY OF THE FOUR BOOKS PRECEDING THIS. ALL THINGS, THEREFORE, HE SAYS, WHEN UNBEGOTTEN, ARE IN US POTENTIALLY, NOT ACTUALLY, AS THE GRAMMATICAL OR GEOMETRICAL (ART). IF, THEN, ONE RECEIVES PROPER INSTRUCTION AND TEACHING, AND (WHERE CONSEQUENTLY) WHAT IS BITTER WILL BE ALTERED INTO WHAT IS SWEET, THAT IS, THE SPEARS INTO PRUNING-HOOKS, AND THE SWORDS INTO PLOUGH-SHARES, --THERE WILL NOT BE CHAFF AND WOOD BEGOTTEN FOR FIRE, BUT MATURE FRUIT, FULLY FORMED, AS I SAID, EQUAL AND SIMILAR TO THE UNBEGOTTEN AND INDEFINITE POWER. IF, HOWEVER, A TREE CONTINUES ALONE, NOT PRODUCING FRUIT FULLY FORMED, IT IS UTTERLY DESTROYED. FOR SOMEWHERE NEAR, HE SAYS, IS THE AXE (WHICH IS LAID) AT THE ROOTS OF THE TREE. EVERY TREE, HE SAYS, WHICH DOES NOT PRODUCE GOOD FRUIT, IS HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO FIRE. 
CHAP. XII.--FIRE A PRIMAL PRINCIPLE, ACCORDING TO SIMON. 
ACCORDING TO SIMON, THEREFORE, THERE EXISTS THAT WHICH IS BLESSED AND INCORRUPTIBLE IN A LATENT CONDITION IN EVERY ONE-- (THAT IS,) POTENTIALLY, NOT ACTUALLY; AND THAT THIS IS HE WHO STOOD, STANDS, AND IS TO STAND. HE HAS STOOD ABOVE IN UNBEGOTTEN POWER. HE STANDS BELOW, WHEN IN THE STREAM OF WATERS, HE WAS BEGOTTEN IN A LIKENESS. HE IS TO STAND ABOVE, BESIDE THE BLESSED INDEFINITE POWER, IF HE BE FASHIONED INTO AN IMAGE. FOR, HE SAYS, THERE ARE THREE WHO HAVE STOOD; AND EXCEPT THERE WERE THREE AEONS WHO HAVE STOOD, THE UNBEGOTTEN ONE IS NOT ADORNED. (NOW THE UNBEGOTTEN ONE) IS, ACCORDING TO THEM, WAFTED OVER THE WATER, AND IS RE-MADE, ACCORDING TO THE SIMILITUDE (OF AN ETERNAL NATURE), A PERFECT CELESTIAL (BEING), IN NO (QUALITY OF) INTELLIGENCE FORMED INFERIOR TO THE UNBEGOTTEN POWER: THAT IS WHAT THEY SAY--I AND YOU, ONE; YOU, BEFORE ME; I, THAT WHICH IS AFTER YOU. THIS, HE SAYS, IS ONE POWER DIVIDED ABOVE (AND) BELOW, GENERATING ITSELF, MAKING ITSELF GROW, SEEKING ITSELF, FINDING ITSELF, BEING MOTHER OF ITSELF, FATHER OF ITSELF, SISTER OF ITSELF, SPOUSE OF ITSELF, DAUGHTER OF ITSELF, SON OF ITSELF, MOTHER, FATHER, A UNIT, BEING A ROOT OF THE ENTIRE CIRCLE OF EXISTENCE. AND THAT, HE SAYS, THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF THE GENERATION OF THINGS BEGOTTEN IS FROM FIRE, HE DISCERNS AFTER SOME SUCH METHOD AS THE FOLLOWING. OF ALL THINGS, (I.E.) OF WHATSOEVER THERE IS A GENERATION, THE BEGINNING OF THE DESIRE OF THE GENERATION IS FROM FIRE. WHEREFORE THE DESIRE AFTER MUTABLE GENERATION IS DENOMINATED "TO BE INFLAMED." FOR WHEN THE FIRE IS ONE, IT ADMITS OF TWO CONVERSIONS. FOR, HE SAYS, BLOOD IN THE MAN BEING BOTH WARM AND YELLOW, IS CONVERTED AS A FIGURED FLAME INTO SEED; BUT IN THE WOMAN THIS SAME BLOOD IS CONVERTED INTO MILK. AND THE CONVERSION OF THE MALE BECOMES GENERATION, BUT THE CONVERSION OF THE FEMALE NOURISHMENT FOR THE FETUS. THIS, HE SAYS, IS "THE FLAMING SWORD, WHICH TURNED TO GUARD THE WAY OF THE TREE OF LIFE." FOR THE BLOOD IS CONVERTED INTO SEED AND MILK, AND THIS POWER BECOMES MOTHER AND FATHER--FATHER OF THOSE THINGS THAT ARE IN PROCESS OF GENERATION, AND THE AUGMENTATION OF THOSE THINGS THAT ARE BEING NOURISHED; (AND THIS POWER IS) WITHOUT FURTHER WANT, (AND) SELF-SUFFICIENT. AND, HE SAYS, THE TREE OF LIFE IS GUARDED, AS WE HAVE STATED, BY THE BRANDISHED FLAMING SWORD. AND IT IS THE SEVENTH POWER, THAT WHICH (IS PRODUCED) FROM ITSELF, (AND) WHICH CONTAINS ALL (POWERS, AND) WHICH REPOSES IN THE SIX POWERS. FOR IF THE FLAMING SWORD BE NOT BRANDISHED, THAT GOOD TREE WILL BE DESTROYED, AND PERISH. IF, HOWEVER, THESE BE CONVERTED INTO SEED AND MILK, THE PRINCIPLE THAT RESIDES IN THESE POTENTIALLY, AND IS IN POSSESSION OF A PROPER POSITION, IN WHICH IS EVOLVED A PRINCIPLE OF SOULS, (SUCH A PRINCIPLE,) BEGINNING, AS IT WERE, FROM A VERY SMALL SPARK, WILL BE ALTOGETHER MAGNIFIED, AND WILL INCREASE AND BECOME A POWER INDEFINITE (AND) UNALTERABLE, (EQUAL AND SIMILAR) TO AN UNALTERABLE AGE, WHICH NO LONGER PASSES INTO THE INDEFINITE AGE. 
CHAP. XIII.--HIS DOCTRINE OF EMANATION FURTHER EXPANDED. 
THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO THIS REASONING, SIMON BECAME CONFESSEDLY A GOD TO HIS SILLY FOLLOWERS, AS THAT LIBYAN, NAMELY, APSETHUS--BEGOTTEN, NO DOUBT, AND SUBJECT TO PASSION, WHEN HE MAY EXIST POTENTIALLY, BUT DEVOID OF PROPENSIONS. (AND THIS TOO, THOUGH BORN FROM ONE HAVING PRO-PENSIONS, AND UNCREATED THOUGH BORN) FROM ONE THAT IS BEGOTTEN, WHEN HE MAY BE FASHIONED INTO A FIGURE, AND, BECOMING PERFECT, MAY COME FORTH FROM TWO OF THE PRIMARY POWERS, THAT IS, HEAVEN AND EARTH. FOR SIMON EXPRESSLY SPEAKS OF THIS IN THE "REVELATION" AFTER THIS MANNER: "TO YOU, THEN, I ADDRESS THE THINGS WHICH I SPEAK, AND (TO YOU) I WRITE WHAT I WRITE. THE WRITING IS THIS: THERE ARE TWO OFFSHOOTS FROM ALL THE AEONS, HAVING NEITHER BEGINNING NOR END, FROM ONE ROOT. AND THIS IS A POWER, VIZ., SIGE, (WHO IS) INVISIBLE (AND) INCOMPREHENSIBLE. AND ONE OF THESE (OFFSHOOTS) APPEARS FROM ABOVE, WHICH CONSTITUTES A GREAT POWER, (THE CREATIVE) MIND OF THE UNIVERSE, WHICH MANAGES ALL THINGS, (AND IS) A MALE. THE OTHER (OFFSHOOT), HOWEVER, IS FROM BELOW, (AND CONSTITUTES) A GREAT INTELLIGENCE, AND IS A FEMALE WHICH PRODUCES ALL THINGS. FROM WHENCE, RANGED IN PAIRS OPPOSITE EACH OTHER, THEY UNDERGO CONJUGAL UNION, AND MANIFEST AN INTERMEDIATE INTERVAL, NAMELY, AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE AIR, WHICH HAS NEITHER BEGINNING NOR END. BUT IN THIS IS A FATHER WHO SUSTAINS ALL THINGS, AND NOURISHES THINGS THAT HAVE BEGINNING AND END. THIS IS HE WHO STOOD, STANDS, AND WILL STAND, BEING A HERMAPHRODITE POWER ACCORDING TO THE PRE-EXISTENT INDEFINITE POWER, WHICH HAS NEITHER BEGINNING NOR END. NOW THIS (POWER) EXISTS IN ISOLATION. FOR INTELLIGENCE, (THAT SUBSISTS) IN UNITY, PROCEEDED FORTH FROM THIS (POWER), (AND) BECAME TWO. AND THAT (FATHER) WAS ONE, FOR HAVING IN HIMSELF THIS (POWER) HE WAS ISOLATED, AND, HOWEVER, HE WAS NOT PRIMAL THOUGH PRE-EXISTENT; BUT BEING RENDERED MANIFEST TO HIMSELF FROM HIMSELF, HE PASSED INTO A STATE OF DUALITY. BUT NEITHER WAS HE DENOMINATED FATHER BEFORE THIS (POWER) WOULD STYLE HIM FATHER. AS, THEREFORE, HE HIMSELF, BRINGING FORWARD HIMSELF BY MEANS OF HIMSELF, MANIFESTED UNTO HIMSELF HIS OWN PECULIAR INTELLIGENCE, SO ALSO THE INTELLIGENCE, WHEN IT WAS MANIFESTED, DID NOT EXERCISE THE FUNCTION OF CREATION. BUT BEHOLDING HIM, SHE CONCEALED THE FATHER WITHIN HERSELF, THAT IS, THE POWER; AND IT IS A HERMAPHRODITE POWER, AND AN INTELLIGENCE. AND HENCE IT IS THAT THEY ARE RANGED IN PAIRS, ONE OPPOSITE THE OTHER; FOR POWER IS IN NO WISE DIFFERENT FROM INTELLIGENCE, INASMUCH AS THEY ARE ONE. FOR FROM THOSE THINGS THAT ARE ABOVE IS DISCOVERED POWER; AND FROM THOSE BELOW, INTELLIGENCE. SO, IT IS, THEREFORE, THAT LIKEWISE WHAT IS MANIFESTED FROM THESE, BEING UNITY, IS DISCOVERED (TO BE) DUALITY, A HERMAPHRODITE HAVING THE FEMALE IN ITSELF. THIS, (THEREFORE,) IS MIND (SUBSISTING) IN INTELLIGENCE; AND THESE ARE SEPARABLE ONE FROM THE OTHER, (THOUGH BOTH TAKEN TOGETHER) ARE ONE, (AND) ARE DISCOVERED IN A STATE OF DUALITY." 
CHAP. XIV.--SIMON INTERPRETS HIS SYSTEM BY THE MYTHOLOGICAL REPRESENTATION OF HELEN OF TROY; GIVES AN ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF IN CONNECTION WITH THE TROJAN HEROINE; IMMORALITY OF HIS FOLLOWERS; SIMON'S VIEW OF CHRIST; THE SIMONISTS' APOLOGY FOR THEIR VICE. 
SIMON THEN, AFTER INVENTING THESE (TENETS), NOT ONLY BY EVIL DEVICES INTERPRETED THE WRITINGS OF MOSES IN WHATEVER WAY HE WISHED, BUT EVEN THE (WORKS) OF THE POETS. FOR ALSO HE FASTENS AN ALLEGORICAL MEANING ON (THE STORY OF) THE WOODEN HORSE AND HELEN WITH THE TORCH, AND ON VERY MANY OTHER (ACCOUNTS), WHICH HE TRANSFERS TO WHAT RELATES TO HIMSELF AND TO INTELLIGENCE, AND (THUS) FURNISHES A FICTITIOUS EXPLANATION OF THEM. HE SAID, HOWEVER, THAT THIS (HELEN) WAS THE LOST SHEEP. AND SHE, ALWAYS ABIDING AMONG WOMEN, CONFOUNDED THE POWERS IN THE WORLD BY REASON OF HER SURPASSING BEAUTY. WHENCE, LIKEWISE, THE TROJAN WAR AROSE ON HER ACCOUNT. FOR IN THE HELEN BORN AT THAT TIME RESIDED THIS INTELLIGENCE; AND THUS, WHEN ALL THE POWERS WERE FOR CLAIMING HER (FOR THEMSELVES), SEDITION AND WAR AROSE, DURING WHICH (THIS CHIEF POWER) WAS MANIFESTED TO NATIONS. AND FROM THIS CIRCUMSTANCE, WITHOUT DOUBT, WE MAY BELIEVE THAT STESICHORUS, WHO HAD THROUGH (SOME) VERSES REVILED HER, WAS DEPRIVED OF THE USE OF HIS EYES; AND THAT, AGAIN, WHEN HE REPENTED AND COMPOSED RECANTATIONS, IN WHICH HE SUNG (HELEN'S) PRAISES, HE RECOVERED THE POWER OF VISION. BUT THE ANGELS AND THE POWERS BELOW--WHO, HE SAYS, CREATED THE WORLD--CAUSED THE TRANSFERENCE FROM ONE BODY TO ANOTHER OF (HELEN'S SOUL); AND SUBSEQUENTLY SHE STOOD ON THE ROOF OF A HOUSE IN TYRE, A CITY OF PHOENICIA, AND ON GOING DOWN THITHER (SIMON PROFESSED TO HAVE) FOUND HER. FOR HE STATED THAT, PRINCIPALLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF SEARCHING AFTER THIS (WOMAN), HE HAD ARRIVED (IN TYRE), IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT RESCUE HER FROM BONDAGE. AND AFTER HAVING THUS REDEEMED HER, HE WAS IN THE HABIT OF CONDUCTING HER ABOUT WITH HIMSELF, ALLEGING THAT THIS (GIRL) WAS THE LOST SHEEP, AND AFFIRMING HIMSELF TO BE THE POWER ABOVE ALL THINGS. BUT THE FILTHY FELLOW, BECOMING ENAMORED OF THIS MISERABLE WOMAN CALLED HELEN, PURCHASED HER (AS HIS SLAVE), AND ENJOYED HER PERSON. HE, (HOWEVER,) WAS LIKEWISE MOVED WITH SHAME TOWARDS HIS DISCIPLES, AND CONCOCTED THIS FIGMENT. 
BUT, AGAIN, THOSE WHO BECOME FOLLOWERS OF THIS IMPOSTOR--I MEAN SIMON THE SORCERER--INDULGE IN SIMILAR PRACTICES, AND IRRATIONALLY ALLEGE THE NECESSITY OF PROMISCUOUS INTERCOURSE. THEY EXPRESS THEMSELVES IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING: "ALL EARTH IS EARTH, AND THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE WHERE ANY ONE SOWS, PROVIDED HE DOES SOW." BUT EVEN THEY CONGRATULATE THEMSELVES ON ACCOUNT OF THIS INDISCRIMINATE INTERCOURSE, ASSERTING THAT THIS IS PERFECT LOVE, AND EMPLOYING THE EXPRESSIONS, "HOLY OF HOLIES," AND "SANCTIFY ONE ANOTHER." FOR (THEY WOULD HAVE US BELIEVE) THAT THEY ARE NOT OVERCOME BY THE SUPPOSED VICE, FOR THAT THEY HAVE BEEN REDEEMED. "AND (JESUS), BY HAVING REDEEMED HELEN IN THIS WAY," (SIMON SAYS,) "HAS AFFORDED SALVATION TO MEN THROUGH HIS OWN PECULIAR INTELLIGENCE. FOR INASMUCH AS THE ANGELS, BY REASON OF THEIR LUST FOR PRE-EMINENCE, IMPROPERLY MANAGED THE WORLD, (JESUS CHRIST) BEING TRANSFORMED, AND BEING ASSIMILATED TO THE RULERS AND POWERS AND ANGELS, CAME FOR THE RESTORATION (OF THINGS). AND SO (IT WAS THAT JESUS) APPEARED AS MAN, WHEN IN REALITY HE WAS NOT A MAN. AND (SO IT WAS) THAT LIKEWISE HE SUFFERED--THOUGH NOT ACTUALLY UNDERGOING SUFFERING, BUT APPEARING TO THE JEWS TO DO SO --IN JUDEA AS 'SON,' AND IN SAMARIA AS 'FATHER,' AND AMONG THE REST OF THE GENTILES AS 'HOLY SPIRIT.' "AND (SIMON ALLEGES) THAT JESUS TOLERATED BEING STYLED BY WHICHEVER NAME (OF THE THREE JUST MENTIONED) MEN MIGHT WISH TO CALL HIM. "AND THAT THE PROPHETS, DERIVING THEIR INSPIRATION FROM THE WORLD-MAKING ANGELS, UTTERED PREDICTIONS (CONCERNING HIM)." WHEREFORE, (SIMON SAID,) THAT TOWARDS THESE (PROPHETS) THOSE FELT NO CONCERN UP TO THE PRESENT, WHO BELIEVE ON SIMON AND HELEN, AND THAT THEY DO WHATSOEVER THEY PLEASE, AS PERSONS FREE; FOR THEY ALLEGE THAT THEY ARE SAVED BY GRACE. FOR THAT THERE IS NO REASON FOR PUNISHMENT, EVEN THOUGH ONE SHALL ACT WICKEDLY; FOR SUCH A ONE IS NOT WICKED BY NATURE, BUT BY ENACTMENT. "FOR THE ANGELS WHO CREATED THE WORLD MADE," HE SAYS, "WHATEVER ENACTMENTS THEY PLEASED," THINKING BY SUCH (LEGISLATIVE) WORDS TO ENSLAVE THOSE WHO LISTENED TO THEM. BUT, AGAIN, THEY SPEAK OF A DISSOLUTION OF THE WORLD, FOR THE REDEMPTION OF HIS OWN PARTICULAR ADHERENTS. 
CHAP. XV.--SIMON'S DISCIPLES ADOPT THE MYSTERIES; SIMON MEETS ST. PETER AT ROME; ACCOUNT OF SIMON'S CLOSING YEARS. 
THE DISCIPLES, THEN, OF THIS (MAGUS), CELEBRATE MAGICAL RITES, AND RESORT TO INCANTATIONS. AND (THEY PROFESS TO) TRANSMIT BOTH LOVE-SPELLS AND CHARMS, AND THE DEMONS SAID TO BE SENDERS OF DREAMS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISTRACTING WHOMSOEVER THEY PLEASE. BUT THEY ALSO EMPLOY THOSE DENOMINATED PAREDROI. "AND THEY HAVE AN IMAGE OF SIMON (FASHIONED) INTO THE FIGURE OF JUPITER, AND (AN IMAGE) OF HELEN IN THE FORM OF MINERVA; AND THEY PAY ADORATION TO THESE." BUT THEY CALL THE ONE LORD AND THE OTHER LADY. AND IF ANY ONE AMONGST THEM, ON SEEING THE IMAGES OF EITHER SIMON OR HELEN, WOULD CALL THEM BY NAME, HE IS CAST OFF, AS BEING IGNORANT OF THE MYSTERIES. THIS SIMON, DECEIVING MANY IN SAMARIA BY HIS SORCERIES, WAS REPROVED BY THE APOSTLES, AND WAS LAID UNDER A CURSE, AS IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN IN THE ACTS. BUT HE AFTERWARDS ABJURED THE FAITH, AND ATTEMPTED THESE (AFORESAID PRACTICES). AND JOURNEYING AS FAR AS ROME, HE FELL IN WITH THE APOSTLES; AND TO HIM, DECEIVING MANY BY HIS SORCERIES, PETER OFFERED REPEATED OPPOSITION. THIS MAN, ULTIMATELY REPAIRING TO... (AND) SITTING UNDER A PLANE TREE, CONTINUED TO GIVE INSTRUCTION (IN HIS DOCTRINES). AND IN TRUTH AT LAST, WHEN CONVICTION WAS IMMINENT, IN CASE HE DELAYED LONGER, BE STATED THAT, IF HE WERE BURIED ALIVE, HE WOULD RISE THE THIRD DAY. AND ACCORDINGLY, HAVING ORDERED A TRENCH TO BE DUG BY HIS DISCIPLES, HE DIRECTED HIMSELF TO BE INTERRED THERE. THEY, THEN, EXECUTED THE INJUNCTION GIVEN; WHEREAS HE REMAINED (IN THAT GRAVE) UNTIL THIS DAY, FOR HE WAS NOT THE CHRIST. THIS CONSTITUTES THE LEGENDARY SYSTEM ADVANCED BY SIMON, AND FROM THIS VALENTINUS DERIVED A STARTING-POINT (FOR HIS OWN DOCTRINE. THIS DOCTRINE, IN POINT OF FACT, WAS THE SAME WITH THE IT SIMONIAN, THOUGH VALENTINUS) DENOMINATED UNDER DIFFERENT TITLES: FOR "NOUS," AND "ALETHEIA," AND "LOGOS," AND "ZOE," AND "ANTHROPOS," AND "ECCLESIA," AND AEONS OF VALENTINUS, ARE CONFESSEDLY THE SIX ROOTS OF SIMON, VIZ., "MIND" AND "INTELLIGENCE," "VOICE" AND "NAME," "RATIOCINATION" AND "REFLECTION." BUT SINCE IT SEEMS TO US THAT WE HAVE SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED SIMON'S TISSUE OF LEGENDS, LET US SEE WHAT ALSO VALENTINUS ASSERTS. 
CHAP. XVI.--HERESY OF VALENTINUS; DERIVED FROM PLATO AND PYTHAGORAS. 
THE HERESY OF VALENTINUS IS CERTAINLY, THEN, CONNECTED WITH THE PYTHAGOREAN AND PLATONIC THEORY. FOR PLATO, IN THE TIMAEUS, ALTOGETHER DERIVES HIS IMPRESSIONS FROM PYTHAGORAS, AND THEREFORE TIMAEUS HIMSELF IS HIS PYTHAGOREAN STRANGER. WHEREFORE, IT APPEARS EXPEDIENT THAT WE SHOULD COMMENCE BY REMINDING (THE READER) OF A FEW POINTS OF THE PYTHAGOREAN AND PLATONIC THEORY, AND THAT (THEN WE SHOULD PROCEED) TO DECLARE THE OPINIONS OF VALENTINUS. FOR EVEN ALTHOUGH IN THE BOOKS PREVIOUSLY FINISHED BY US WITH SO MUCH PAINS, ARE CONTAINED THE OPINIONS ADVANCED BY BOTH PYTHAGORAS AND PLATO, YET AT ALL EVENTS I SHALL NOT BE ACTING UNREASONABLY, IN NOW ALSO CALLING TO THE RECOLLECTION OF THE READER. BY MEANS OF AN EPITOME, THE PRINCIPAL HEADS OF THE FAVORITE TENETS OF THESE (SPECULATORS). AND THIS (RECAPITULATION) WILL FACILITATE OUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE DOCTRINES OF VALENTINUS, BY MEANS OF A NEARER COMPARISON, AND BY SIMILARITY OF COMPOSITION (OF THE TWO SYSTEMS). FOR (PYTHAGORAS AND PLATO) DERIVED THESE TENETS ORIGINALLY FROM THE EGYPTIANS, AND INTRODUCED THEIR NOVEL OPINIONS AMONG THE GREEKS. BUT (VALENTINUS TOOK HIS OPINIONS) FROM THESE, BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH HE HAS SUPPRESSED THE TRUTH REGARDING HIS OBLIGATIONS TO (THE GREEK PHILOSOPHERS), AND IN THIS WAY HAS ENDEAVORED TO CONSTRUCT A DOCTRINE, (AS IT WERE,) PECULIARLY HIS OWN, YET, IN POINT OF FACT, HE HAS ALTERED THE DOCTRINES OF THOSE (THINKERS) IN NAMES ONLY, AND NUMBERS, AND HAS ADOPTED A PECULIAR TERMINOLOGY (OF HIS OWN). VALENTINUS HAS FORMED HIS DEFINITIONS BY MEASURES, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY ESTABLISH A HELLENIC HERESY, DIVERSIFIED NO DOUBT, BUT UNSTABLE, AND NOT CONNECTED WITH CHRIST. 
CHAP. XVII.--ORIGIN OF THE GREEK PHILOSOPHY. 
THE ORIGIN, THEN, FROM WHICH PLATO DERIVED HIS THEORY IN THE TIMAEUS, IS (THE) WISDOM OF THE EGYPTIANS. FOR FROM THIS SOURCE, BY SOME ANCIENT AND PROPHETICAL TRADITION, SOLON TAUGHT HIS ENTIRE SYSTEM CONCERNING THE GENERATION AND DESTRUCTION OF THE WORLD, AS PLATO SAYS, TO THE GREEKS, WHO WERE (IN KNOWLEDGE) YOUNG CHILDREN, AND WERE ACQUAINTED WITH NO THEOLOGICAL DOCTRINE OF GREATER ANTIQUITY. IN ORDER, THEREFORE, THAT WE MAY TRACE ACCURATELY THE ARGUMENTS BY WHICH VALENTINUS ESTABLISHED HIS TENETS, I SHALL NOW EXPLAIN WHAT ARE THE PRINCIPLES OF THE PHILOSOPHY OF PYTHAGORAS OF SAMOS, A PHILOSOPHY (COUPLED) WITH THAT SILENCE SO CELEBRATED BY THE GREEKS. AND NEXT IN THIS MANNER (I SHALL ELUCIDATE) THOSE (OPINIONS) WHICH VALENTINUS DERIVES FROM PYTHAGORAS AND PLATO, BUT REFERS WITH ALL SOLEMNITY OF SPEECH TO CHRIST, AND BEFORE CHRIST TO THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE, AND TO SILENCE CONJOINED WITH THE FATHER. 
CHAP. XVIII.--PYTHAGORAS' SYSTEM OF NUMBERS. 
PYTHAGORAS, THEN, DECLARED THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSE TO BE THE UNBEGOTTEN MONAD, AND THE GENERATED DUAD, AND THE REST OF THE NUMBERS. AND HE SAYS THAT THE MONAD IT THE FATHER OF THE DUAD, AND THE DUAD THE MOTHER OF ALL THINGS THAT ARE BEING BEGOTTEN--THE BEGOTTEN ONE (BEING MOTHER) OF THE THINGS THAT ARC BEGOTTEN. AND ZARATAS, THE PUPIL OF PYTHAGORAS, WAS IN THE HABIT OF DENOMINATING UNITY A FATHER, AND DUALITY A MOTHER. FOR THE DUAD HAS BEEN GENERATED FROM THE MONAD, ACCORDING TO PYTHAGORAS; AND THE MONAD IS MALE AND PRIMARY, BUT THE DUAD FEMALE (AND SECONDARY). AND FROM THE DUAD, AGAIN, AS PYTHAGORAS STATES, (ARE GENERATED) THE TRIAD AND THE SUCCEEDING NUMBERS UP TO TEN. FOR PYTHAGORAS IS AWARE THAT THIS IS THE ONLY PERFECT NUMBER--I MEAN THE DECADE--FOR THAT ELEVEN AND TWELVE ARE AN ADDITION AND REPETITION OF THE DECADE; NOT, HOWEVER, THAT WHAT IS ADDED CONSTITUTES THE GENERATION OF ANOTHER NUMBER. AND ALL SOLID BODIES HE GENERATES FROM INCORPOREAL (ESSENCES). FOR HE ASSERTS THAT AN ELEMENT AND PRINCIPLE OF BOTH CORPOREAL AND INCORPOREAL ENTITIES IS THE POINT WHICH IS INDIVISIBLE. AND FROM A POINT, HE SAYS, IS GENERATED A LINE, AND FROM A LINE A SURFACE; AND A SURFACE FLOWING OUT INTO A HEIGHT BECOMES, HE SAYS, A SOLID BODY. WHENCE ALSO THE PYTHAGOREANS HAVE A CERTAIN OBJECT OF ADJURATION, VIZ., THE CONCORD OF THE FOUR ELEMENTS. AND THEY SWEAR IN THESE WORDS: "BY HIM WHO TO OUR HEAD QUATERNION GIVES, A FONT THAT HAS THE ROOTS OF EVERLASTING NATURE." NOW THE QUATERNION IS THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF NATURAL AND SOLID BODIES, AS THE MONAD OF INTELLIGIBLE ONES. AND THAT LIKEWISE THE QUATERNION GENERATES, HE SAYS, THE PERFECT NUMBER, AS IN THE CASE OF INTELLIGIBLES (THE MONAD) DOES THE DECADE, THEY TEACH THUS. IF ANY, BEGINNING TO NUMBER, SAYS ONE, AND ADDS TWO, THEN IN LIKE MANNER THREE, THESE (TOGETHER) WILL BE SIX, AND TO THESE (ADD) MOREOVER FOUR, THE ENTIRE (SUM), IN LIKE MANNER, WILL BE TEN. FOR ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR, BECOME TEN, THE PERFECT NUMBER. THUS, HE SAYS, THE QUATERNION IN EVERY RESPECT IMITATED THE INTELLIGIBLE MONAD, WHICH WAS ABLE TO GENERATE A PERFECT NUMBER. 
CHAP. XIX.--PYTHAGORAS' DUALITY OF SUBSTANCES; HIS "CATEGORIES." 
THERE ARE, THEN, ACCORDING TO PYTHAGORAS, TWO WORLDS: ONE INTELLIGIBLE, WHICH HAS THE MONAD FOR AN ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE; AND THE OTHER SENSIBLE. BUT OF THIS (LATTER) IS THE QUATERNION HAVING THE IOTA THE ONE TITTLE, A PERFECT NUMBER. AND THERE LIKEWISE IS, ACCORDING TO THE PYTHAGOREANS, THE I, THE ONE TITTLE, WHICH IS CHIEF AND MOST DOMINANT, AND ENABLES US TO APPREHEND THE SUBSTANCE OF THOSE INTELLIGIBLE ENTITIES WHICH ARE CAPABLE OF BEING UNDERSTOOD THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF INTELLECT AND OF SENSE. (AND IN THIS SUBSTANCE INHERE) THE NINE INCORPOREAL ACCIDENTS WHICH CANNOT EXIST WITHOUT SUBSTANCE, VIZ., "QUALITY," AND "QUANTITY," AND "RELATION," AND "WHERE," AND "WHEN," AND "POSITION," AND "POSSESSION," AND "ACTION," AND "PASSION." THESE, THEN, ARE THE NINE ACCIDENTS (INHERING IN) SUBSTANCE, AND WHEN RECKONED WITH THESE (SUBSTANCES), CONTAINS THE PERFECT NUMBER, THE I. WHEREFORE, THE UNIVERSE BEING DIVIDED, AS WE SAID, INTO THE INTELLIGIBLE AND SENSIBLE WORLD, WE HAVE ALSO REASON FROM THE INTELLIGIBLE (WORLD), IN ORDER THAT BY REASON WE MAY BEHOLD THE SUBSTANCE OF THINGS THAT ARE COGNIZED BY INTELLECT, AND ARE INCORPOREAL AND DIVINE. BUT WE HAVE, HE SAYS, FIVE SENSES--SMELLING, SEEING, HEARING, TASTE, AND TOUCH. NOW, BY THESE WE ARRIVE AT A KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS THAT ARE DISCERNED BY SENSE; AND SO, HE SAYS, THE SENSIBLE IS DIVIDED FROM THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD. AND THAT WE HAVE FOR EACH OF THESE AN INSTRUMENT FOR ATTAINING KNOWLEDGE, WE PERCEIVE FROM THE FOLLOWING CONSIDERATION. NOTHING, HE SAYS, OF INTELLIGIBLES CAN BE KNOWN TO US FROM SENSE. FOR HE SAYS NEITHER EYE HAS SEEN, NOR EAR HEARD, NOR ANY WHATSOEVER OF THE OTHER SENSES KNOWN THAT (WHICH IS COGNIZED BY MIND). NEITHER, AGAIN, BY REASON IS IT POSSIBLE TO ARRIVE AT A KNOWLEDGE OF ANY OF THE THINGS DISCERNIBLE BY SENSE. BUT ONE MUST SEE THAT A THING IS WHITE, AND TASTE THAT IT IS SWEET, AND KNOW BY HEARING THAT IT IS MUSICAL OR OUT OF TUNE. AND WHETHER ANY ODOR IS FRAGRANT OR DISAGREEABLE, IS THE FUNCTION OF SMELL, NOT OF REASON. IT IS THE SAME WITH OBJECTS OF TOUCH; FOR ANYTHING ROUGH, OR SOFT, OR WARM, OR COLD, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO KNOW BY HEARING, BUT (FAR FROM IT), FOR TOUCH IS THE JUDGE OF SUCH (SENSATIONS). THINGS BEING THUS CONSTITUTED, THE ARRANGEMENT OF THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE AND ARE BEING MADE IS OBSERVED TO HAPPEN IN CONFORMITY WITH NUMERICAL (COMBINATIONS). FOR IN THE SAME MANNER AS, COMMENCING FROM MONAD, BY AN ADDITION OF MONADS OR TRIADS, AND A COLLECTION OF THE SUCCEEDING NUMBERS, WE MAKE SOME ONE VERY LARGE COMPLEX WHOLE OF NUMBER; (AND) THEN, AGAIN, FROM AN AMASSED NUMBER THUS FORMED BY ADDITION, WE ACCOMPLISH, BY MEANS OF A CERTAIN SUBTRACTION AND RE-CALCULATION, A SOLUTION OF THE TOTALITY OF THE AGGREGATE NUMBERS; SO LIKEWISE HE ASSERTS THAT THE WORLD, BOUND BY A CERTAIN ARITHMETICAL AND MUSICAL CHAIN, WAS, BY ITS TENSION AND RELAXATION, AND BY ADDITION AND SUBTRACTION, ALWAYS AND FOR EVER PRESERVED IN-CORRUPT. 
CHAP. XX.--PYTHAGORAS' COSMOGONY; SIMILAR TO THAT OF EMPEDOCLES. 
THE PYTHAGOREANS THEREFORE DECLARE THEIR OPINION CONCERNING THE CONTINUANCE OF THE WORLD IN SOME SUCH MANNER AS THIS: "FOR HERETOFORE IT WAS AND WILL BE; NEVER, I WEEN, OF BOTH OF THESE WILL VOID THE AGE ETERNAL BE." "OF THESE;" BUT WHAT ARE THEY? DISCORD AND LOVE. NOW, IN THEIR SYSTEM, LOVE FORMS THE WORLD INCORRUPTIBLE (AND) ETERNAL, AS THEY SUPPOSE. FOR SUBSTANCE AND THE WORLD ARE ONE. DISCORD, HOWEVER, SEPARATES AND PUTS ASUNDER, AND EVINCES NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS BY SUBDIVIDING TO FORM THE WORLD. IT IS JUST AS IF ONE SEVERS INTO SMALL PARTS, AND DIVIDES ARITHMETICALLY, THE MYRIAD INTO THOUSANDS, AND HUNDREDS, AND TENS; AND DRACHMAE INTO OBOLI AND SMALL FARTHINGS. IN THIS MANNER, HE SAYS, DISCORD SEVERS THE SUBSTANCE OF THE WORLD INTO ANIMALS, PLANTS, METALS AND THINGS SIMILAR TO THESE. AND THE FABRICATOR OF THE GENERATION OF ALL THINGS PRODUCED IS, ACCORDING TO THEM, DISCORD; WHEREAS LOVE, ON THE OTHER HAND, MANAGES AND PROVIDES FOR THE UNIVERSE IN SUCH A MANNER THAT IT ENJOYS PERMANENCE. AND CONDUCTING TOGETHER INTO UNITY THE DIVIDED AND SCATTERED PARTS OF THE UNIVERSE, AND LEADING THEM FORTH FROM THEIR (SEPARATE) MODE OF EXISTENCE, (LOVE) UNITES AND ADDS TO THE UNIVERSE, IN ORDER THAT IT MAY ENJOY PERMANENCE; AND IT THUS CONSTITUTES ONE SYSTEM. THEY WILL NOT THEREFORE CEASE, NEITHER DISCORD DIVIDING THE WORLD, NOR LOVE ATTACHING TO THE WORLD THE DIVIDED PARTS. OF SOME SUCH DESCRIPTION AS THIS, SO IT APPEARS, IS THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE WORLD ACCORDING TO PYTHAGORAS. BUT PYTHAGORAS SAYS THAT THE STARS ARE FRAGMENTS FROM THE SUN, AND THAT THE SOULS OF ANIMALS ARE CONVEYED FROM THE STARS; AND THAT THESE ARE MORTAL WHEN THEY ARE IN THE BODY, JUST AS IF BURIED, AS IT WERE, IN A TOMB: WHEREAS THAT THEY RISE (OUT OF THIS WORLD) AND BECOME IMMORTAL, WHEN WE ARE SEPARATED FROM OUR BODIES. WHENCE PLATO, BEING ASKED BY SOME ONE, "WHAT IS PHILOSOPHY?" REPLIED, "IT IS A SEPARATION OF SOUL FROM BODY." 
CHAP. XXI.--OTHER OPINIONS OF PYTHAGORAS. 
PYTHAGORAS, THEN, BECAME A STUDENT OF THESE DOCTRINES LIKEWISE, IN WHICH HE SPEAKS BOTH BY ENIGMAS AND SOME SUCH EXPRESSIONS AS THESE: "WHEN YOU DEPART FROM YOUR OWN (TABERNACLE), RETURN NOT; IF, HOWEVER, (YOU ACT) NOT (THUS), THE FURIES, AUXILIARIES TO JUSTICE, WILL OVERTAKE YOU,"--DENOMINATING THE BODY ONE'S OWN (TABERNACLE), AND ITS PASSIONS THE FURIES. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE SAYS, YOU DEPART, THAT IS, WHEN YOU GO FORTH FROM THE BODY, DO NOT EARNESTLY CRAVE FOR THIS; BUT IF YOU ARE EAGERLY DESIROUS (FOR DEPARTURE), THE PASSIONS WILL ONCE MORE CONFINE YOU WITHIN THE BODY. FOR THESE SUPPOSE THAT THERE IS A TRANSITION OF SOULS FROM ONE BODY TO ANOTHER, AS ALSO EMPEDOCLES, ADOPTING THE PRINCIPLES OF PYTHAGORAS, AFFIRMS. FOR, SAYS HE, SOULS THAT ARE LOVERS OF PLEASURE, AS PLATO STATES, IF, WHEN THEY ARE IN THE CONDITION OF SUFFERING INCIDENTAL TO MAN, THEY DO NOT EVOLVE THEORIES OF PHILOSOPHY, MUST PASS THROUGH ALL ANIMALS AND PLANTS (BACK) AGAIN INTO A HUMAN BODY. AND WHEN (THE SOUL) MAY FORM A SYSTEM OF SPECULATION THRICE IN THE SAME BODY, (HE MAINTAINS) THAT IT ASCENDS UP TO THE NATURE OF SOME KINDRED STAR. IF, HOWEVER, (THE SOUL) DOES NOT PHILOSOPHIZE, (IT MUST PASS) THROUGH THE SAME (SUCCESSION OF CHANGES ONCE MORE). HE AFFIRMS, THEN, THAT THE SOUL SOMETIMES MAY BECOME EVEN MORTAL, IF IT IS OVERCOME BY THE FURIES, THAT IS, THE PASSIONS (OF THE BODY); AND IMMORTAL, IF IT SUCCEEDS IN ESCAPING THE FURIES, WHICH ARE THE PASSIONS. 
CHAP. XXII.--THE "SAYINGS" OF PYTHAGORAS. 
BUT SINCE ALSO WE HAVE CHOSEN TO MENTION THE SAYINGS DARKLY EXPRESSED BY PYTHAGORAS TO HIS DISCIPLES BY MEANS OF SYMBOLS, IT SEEMS LIKEWISE EXPEDIENT TO REMIND (THE READER) OF THE REST (OF HIS DOCTRINES. AND WE TOUCH ON THIS SUBJECT) ON ACCOUNT ALSO OF THE HERESIARCHS, WHO ATTEMPT BY SOME METHOD OF THIS DESCRIPTION TO CONVERSE BY MEANS OF SYMBOLS; AND THESE ARE NOT THEIR OWN, BUT THEY HAVE, (IN PROPOUNDING THEM,) TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF EXPRESSIONS EMPLOYED BY THE PYTHAGOREANS. PYTHAGORAS THEN INSTRUCTS HIS DISCIPLES, ADDRESSING THEM AS FOLLOWS: "BIND UP THE SACK THAT CARRIES THE BEDDING." (NOW,) INASMUCH AS THEY WHO INTEND GOING UPON A JOURNEY TIE THEIR CLOTHES INTO A WALLET, TO BE READY FOR THE ROAD; SO, (IN LIKE MANNER,) HE WISHES HIS DISCIPLES TO BE PREPARED, SINCE EVERY MOMENT DEATH IS LIKELY TO COME UPON THEM BY SURPRISE. (IN THIS WAY PYTHAGORAS SOUGHT TO EFFECT) THAT (HIS FOLLOWERS) SHOULD LABOR UNDER NO DEFICIENCY IN THE QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED IN HIS PUPILS. WHEREFORE OF NECESSITY HE WAS IN THE HABIT, WITH THE DAWN OF DAY, OF INSTRUCTING THE PYTHAGOREANS TO ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER TO BIND UP THE SACK THAT CARRIES THE BEDDING, THAT IS, TO BE READY FOR DEATH. "DO NOT STIR FIRE WITH A SWORD;" (MEANING,) DO NOT, BY ADDRESSING HIM, QUARREL WITH AN ENRAGED MAN; FOR A PERSON IN A PASSION IS LIKE FIRE, WHEREAS THE SWORD IS THE UTTERED EXPRESSION. "DO NOT TRAMPLE ON A BESOM;" (MEANING,) DESPISE NOT A SMALL MATTER. "PLANT NOT A PALM TREE IN A HOUSE;" (MEANING,) FOMENT NOT DISCORD IN A FAMILY, FOR THE PALM TREE IS A SYMBOL OF BATTLE AND SLAUGHTER. "EAT NOT FROM A STOOL;" (MEANING,) DO NOT UNDERTAKE AN IGNOBLE ART, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY NOT BE A SLAVE TO THE BODY, WHICH IS CORRUPTIBLE, BUT MAKE A LIVELIHOOD FROM LITERATURE. FOR IT LIES WITHIN YOUR REACH BOTH TO NOURISH THE BODY, AND MAKE THE SOUL BETTER. "DON'T TAKE A BITE OUT OF AN UNCUT LOAF;" (MEANING,) DIMINISH NOT THY POSSESSIONS, BUT LIVE ON THE PROFIT (OF THEM), AND GUARD THY SUBSTANCE AS AN ENTIRE LOAF. "FEED NOT ON BEANS; (MEANING,) ACCEPT NOT THE GOVERNMENT OF A CITY, FOR WITH BEANS THEY AT THAT TIME WERE ACCUSTOMED TO BALLOT FOR THEIR MAGISTRATES. 
CHAP. XXIII.--PYTHAGORAS' ASTRONOMIC SYSTEM. 
THESE, THEN, AND SUCH LIKE ASSERTIONS, THE PYTHAGOREANS PUT FORWARD; AND THE HERETICS, IMITATING THESE, ARE SUPPOSED BY SOME TO UTTER IMPORTANT TRUTHS. THE PYTHAGOREAN SYSTEM, HOWEVER, LAYS DOWN THAT THE CREATOR OF ALL ALLEGED EXISTENCES IS THE GREAT GEOMETRICIAN AND CALCULATOR--A SUN; AND THAT THIS ONE HAS BEEN FIXED IN THE WHOLE WORLD, JUST AS IN THE BODIES A SOUL, ACCORDING TO THE STATEMENT OF PLATO. FOR THE SUN (BEING OF THE NATURE OF) FIRE, RESEMBLES THE SOUL, BUT THE EARTH (RESEMBLES THE) BODY. AND, SEPARATED FROM FIRE, THERE WOULD BE NOTHING VISIBLE, NOR WOULD THERE BE ANY OBJECT OF TOUCH WITHOUT SOMETHING SOLID; BUT NOT ANY SOLID BODY EXISTS WITHOUT EARTH. WHENCE THE DEITY, LOCATING AIR IN THE MIDST, FASHIONED THE BODY OF THE UNIVERSE OUT OF FIRE AND EARTH. AND THE SUN, HE SAYS, CALCULATES AND GEOMETRICALLY MEASURES THE WORLD IN SOME SUCH MANNER AS THE FOLLOWING: THE WORLD IS A UNITY COGNIZABLE BY SENSE; AND CONCERNING THIS (WORLD) WE NOW MAKE THESE ASSERTIONS. BUT ONE WHO IS AN ADEPT IN THE SCIENCE OF NUMBERS, AND A GEOMETRICIAN, HAS DIVIDED IT INTO TWELVE PARTS. AND THE NAMES OF THESE PARTS ARE AS FOLLOW: ARIES, TAURUS, GEMINI, CANCER, LEO, VIRGO, LIBRA, SCORPIO, SAGITTARIUS, CAPRICORN, AQUARIUS, PISCES. AGAIN, HE DIVIDES EACH OF THE TWELVE PARTS INTO THIRTY PARTS, AND THESE ARE DAYS OF THE MONTH. AGAIN, HE DIVIDES EACH PART OF THE THIRTY PARTS INTO SIXTY SMALL DIVISIONS, AND (EACH) OF THESE SMALL (DIVISIONS) HE SUBDIVIDES INTO MINUTE PORTIONS, AND (THESE AGAIN) INTO PORTIONS STILL MORE MINUTE. AND ALWAYS DOING THIS, AND NOT INTERMITTING, BUT COLLECTING FROM THESE DIVIDED PORTIONS (AN AGGREGATE), AND CONSTITUTING IT A YEAR; AND AGAIN, RESOLVING AND DIVIDING THE COMPOUND, (THE SUN) COMPLETELY FINISHES THE GREAT AND EVERLASTING WORLD. 
CHAP. XXIV.--VALENTINUS CONVICTED OF PLAGIARISMS FROM THE PLATONIC AND PYTHAGORIC PHILOSOPHY; THE VALENTINIAN THEORY OF EMANATION BY DUADS. 
OF SOME SUCH NATURE, AS I WHO HAVE ACCURATELY EXAMINED THEIR SYSTEMS (HAVE ATTEMPTED) TO STATE COMPENDIOUSLY, IS THE OPINION OF PYTHAGORAS AND PLATO. AND FROM THIS (SYSTEM), NOT FROM THE GOSPELS, VALENTINUS, AS WE HAVE PROVED, HAS COLLECTED THE (MATERIALS OF) HERESY--I MEAN HIS OWN (HERESY)--AND MAY (THEREFORE) JUSTLY BE RECKONED A PYTHAGOREAN AND PLATONIST, NOT A CHRISTIAN. VALENTINUS, THEREFORE, AND HERACLEON, AND PTOLEMAEUS, AND THE ENTIRE SCHOOL OF THESE (HERETICS), AS DISCIPLES OF PYTHAGORAS AND PLATO, (AND) FOLLOWING THESE GUIDES, HAVE LAID DOWN AS E FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE OF THEIR DOCTRINE THE ARITHMETICAL SYSTEM. FOR, LIKEWISE, ACCORDING TO THESE (VALENTINIANS), THE ORIGINATING CAUSE OF THE UNIVERSE IS A MONAD, UNBEGOTTEN, IMPERISHABLE, INCOMPREHENSIBLE, INCONCEIVABLE, PRODUCTIVE, AND A CAUSE OF THE GENERATION OF ALL EXISTENT THINGS. AND THE AFORESAID MONAD IS STYLED BY THEM FATHER. THERE IS, HOWEVER, DISCOVERABLE AMONG THEM SOME CONSIDERABLE DIVERSITY OF OPINION. FOR SOME OF THEM, IN ORDER THAT THE PYTHAGOREAN DOCTRINE OF VALENTINUS MAY BE ALTOGETHER FREE FROM ADMIXTURE (WITH OTHER TENETS), SUPPOSE THAT THE FATHER IS UNFEMININE, AND UNWEDDED, AND SOLITARY. BUT OTHERS, IMAGINING IT TO BE IMPOSSIBLE THAT FROM A MALE ONLY THERE COULD PROCEED A GENERATION AT ALL OF ANY OF THOSE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE TO EXIST, NECESSARILY RECKON ALONG WITH THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY BE A FATHER, SIGE AS A SPOUSE. BUT AS TO SIGE, WHETHER AT ANY TIME SHE IS UNITED IN MARRIAGE (TO THE FATHER) OR NOT, THIS IS A POINT WHICH WE LEAVE THEM TO WRANGLE ABOUT AMONG THEMSELVES. WE AT PRESENT, KEEPING TO THE PYTHAGOREAN PRINCIPLE, WHICH IS ONE, AND UNWEDDED, UNFEMININE, (AND) DEFICIENT IN NOTHING, SHALL PROCEED TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR DOCTRINES, AS THEY THEMSELVES INCULCATE THEM. THERE IS, SAYS (VALENTINUS), NOT ANYTHING AT ALL BEGOTTEN, BUT THE FATHER IS ALONE UNBEGOTTEN, NOT SUBJECT TO THE CONDITION OF PLACE, NOT (SUBJECT TO THE CONDITION OF) TIME, HAVING NO COUNSELLOR, (AND) NOT BEING ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE THAT COULD BE REALIZED ACCORDING TO THE ORDINARY METHODS OF PERCEPTION. (THE FATHER,) HOWEVER, WAS SOLITARY, SUBSISTING, AS THEY SAY, IN A STATE OF QUIETUDE, AND HIMSELF REPOSING IN ISOLATION WITHIN HIMSELF. WHEN, HOWEVER, HE BECAME PRODUCTIVE, IT SEEMED TO HIM EXPEDIENT AT ONE TIME TO GENERATE AND LEAD FORTH THE MOST BEAUTIFUL AND PERFECT (OF THOSE GERMS OF EXISTENCE) WHICH HE POSSESSED WITHIN HIMSELF, FOR (THE FATHER) WAS NOT FOND OF SOLITARINESS. FOR, SAYS HE, HE WAS ALL LOVE, BUT LOVE IS NOT LOVE EXCEPT THERE MAY BE SOME OBJECT OF AFFECTION. THE FATHER HIMSELF, THEN, AS HE WAS SOLITARY, PROJECTED AND PRODUCED NOUS AND ALETHEIA, THAT IS, A DUAD WHICH BECAME MISTRESS, AND ORIGIN, AND MOTHER OF ALL THE AEONS COMPUTED BY THEM (AS EXISTING) WITHIN THE PLEROMA. NOUS AND ALETHEIA BEING PROJECTED FROM THE FATHER, ONE CAPABLE OF CONTINUING GENERATION, DERIVING EXISTENCE FROM A PRODUCTIVE BEING, (NOUS) HIMSELF LIKEWISE, IN IMITATION OF THE FATHER, PROJECTED LOGOS AND ZOE; AND LOGOS AND ZOE PROJECT ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA. BUT NOUS AND ALETHEIA, WHEN THEY BEHELD THAT THEIR OWN OFFSPRING HAD BEEN BORN PRODUCTIVE, RETURNED THANKS TO THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE, AND OFFER UNTO HIM A PERFECT NUMBER, VIZ., TEN AEONS. FOR, HE SAYS, NOUS AND ALETHEIA COULD NOT OFFER UNTO THE FATHER A MORE PERFECT (ONE) THAN THIS NUMBER. FOR THE FATHER, WHO IS PERFECT, OUGHT TO BE CELEBRATED BY A PERFECT NUMBER, AND TEN IS A PERFECT NUMBER, BECAUSE THIS IS FIRST OF THOSE (NUMBERS) THAT ARE FORMED BY PLURALITY, (AND THEREFORE) PERFECT. THE FATHER, HOWEVER, BEING MORE PERFECT, BECAUSE BEING ALONE UNBEGOTTEN, BY MEANS OF THE ONE PRIMARY CONJUGAL UNION OF NOUS AND ALETHEIA, FOUND MEANS OF PROJECTING ALL THE ROOTS OF EXISTENT THINGS. 
CHAP. XXV.--THE TENET OF THE DUAD MADE THE FOUNDATION OF VALENTINUS' SYSTEM OF THE EMANATION OF AEONS. 
LOGOS HIMSELF ALSO, AND ZOE, THEN SAW THAT NOUS AND ALETHEIA HAD CELEBRATED THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE BY A PERFECT NUMBER; AND LOGOS HIM SELF LIKEWISE WITH ZOE WISHED TO MAGNIFY THEIR OWN FATHER AND MOTHER, NOUS AND ALETHEIA. SINCE, HOWEVER, NOUS AND ALETHEIA WERE BEGOTTEN, AND DID NOT POSSESS PATERNAL (AND) PERFECT UNCREATEDNESS, LOGOS AND ZOE DO NOT GLORIFY NOUS THEIR FATHER WITH A PERFECT NUMBER, BUT FAR FROM IT, WITH AN IMPERFECT ONE. FOR LOGOS AND ZOE OFFER TWELVE AEONS UNTO NOUS AND ALETHEIA. FOR, ACCORDING TO VALENTINUS, THESE--NAMELY, NOUS AND ALETHEIA, LOGOS AND ZOE, ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA--HAVE BEEN THE PRIMARY ROOTS OF THE AEONS. BUT THERE ARE TEN THE AEONS PROCEEDING FROM NOUS AND ALETHEIA, AND TWELVE FROM LOGOS AND ZOE--TWENTY AND EIGHT IN ALL. AND TO THESE (TEN) THEY GIVE THESE FOLLOWING DENOMINATIONS: BYTHUS AND MIXIS, AGERATUS AND HENOSIS, AUTOPHYES AND HEDONE, ACINETUS AND SYNCRASIS, MONOGENES AND MACARIA. THESE ARE TEN AEONS WHOM SOME SAY (HAVE BEEN PROJECTED) BY NOUS AND ALETHEIA, BUT SOME BY LOGOS AND ZOE. OTHERS, HOWEVER, AFFIRM THAT THE TWELVE (AEONS HAVE BEEN PROJECTED) BY ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA, WHILE OTHERS BY LOGOS AND ZOE. AND UPON THESE THEY BESTOW THESE FOLLOWING NAMES: PARACLETUS AND PISTIS, PATRICUS AND ELPIS, METRICUS AND AGAPE, AEINOUS AND SYNESIS, ECCLESIASTICUS AND MACARIOTES, THELETUS AND SOPHIA. BUT OF THE TWELVE, THE TWELFTH AND YOUNGEST OF ALL THE TWENTY-EIGHT AEONS, BEING A FEMALE, AND CALLED SOPHIA, OBSERVED THE MULTITUDE AND POWER OF THE BESETTING AEONS, AND HURRIED BACK INTO THE DEPTH OF THE FATHER. AND SHE PERCEIVED THAT ALL THE REST OF THE AEONS, AS BEING BEGOTTEN, GENERATE BY CONJUGAL INTERCOURSE. THE FATHER, ON THE OTHER HAND, ALONE, WITHOUT COPULATION, HAS PRODUCED (AN OFFSPRING). SHE WISHED TO EMULATE THE FATHER, AND TO PRODUCE (OFFSPRING) OF HERSELF WITHOUT A MARITAL PARTNER, THAT SHE MIGHT ACHIEVE A WORK IN NO WISE INFERIOR TO (THAT OF) THE FATHER. (SOPHIA, HOWEVER,) WAS IGNORANT THAT THE UNBEGOTTEN ONE, BEING AN ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSE, AS WELL AS ROOT AND DEPTH AND ABYSS, ALONE POSSESSES THE POWER OF SELF-GENERATION. BUT SOPHIA, BEING BEGOTTEN, AND BORN AFTER MANY MORE (AEONS), IS NOT ABLE TO ACQUIRE POSSESSION OF THE POWER INHERENT IN THE UNBEGOTTEN ONE. FOR IN THE UNBEGOTTEN ONE, HE SAYS, ALL THINGS EXIST SIMULTANEOUSLY, BUT IN THE BEGOTTEN (AEONS) THE FEMALE IS PROJECTIVE OF SUBSTANCE, AND THE MALE IS FORMATIVE OF THE SUBSTANCE WHICH IS PROJECTED BY THE FEMALE. SOPHIA, THEREFORE, PREPARED TO PROJECT THAT ONLY WHICH SHE WAS CAPABLE (OF PROJECTING), VIZ., A FORMLESS AND UNDIGESTED SUBSTANCE. AND THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT MOSES ASSERTS: "THE EARTH WAS INVISIBLE, AND UNFASHIONED." THIS (SUBSTANCE) IS, HE SAYS, THE GOOD (AND) THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM, INTO WHICH GOD HAS PROMISED TO CONDUCT THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, SAYING, "I WILL BRING YOU INTO A LAND FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY." 
CHAP. XXVI.--VALENTINUS' EXPLANATION OF THE EXISTENCE OF CHRIST AND THE SPIRIT. 
IGNORANCE, THEREFORE, HAVING ARISEN WITHIN THE PLEROMA IN CONSEQUENCE OF SOPHIA, AND SHAPELESSNESS IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE OFFSPRING OF SOPHIA, CONFUSION AROSE IN THE PLEROMA. (FOR ALL) THE AEONS THAT WERE BEGOTTEN (BECAME OVERWHELMED WITH APPREHENSION, IMAGINING) THAT IN LIKE MANNER FORMLESS AND INCOMPLETE PROGENIES OF THE AEONS SHOULD BE GENERATED; AND THAT SOME DESTRUCTION, AT NO DISTANT PERIOD, SHOULD L AT LENGTH SEIZE UPON THE AEONS. ALL THE AEONS, THEN, BETOOK THEMSELVES TO SUPPLICATION OF THE FATHER, THAT HE WOULD TRANQUILLIZE THE SORROWING SOPHIA; FOR SHE CONTINUED WEEPING AND BEWAILING ON ACCOUNT OF THE ABORTION PRODUCED BY HER, FOR SO THEY, TERM IT. THE FATHER, THEN, COMPASSIONATING THE TEARS OF SOPHIA, AND ACCEPTING THE SUPPLICATION OF THE AEONS, ORDERS A FURTHER PROJECTION. FOR HE DID NOT, (VALENTINUS) SAYS, HIMSELF PROJECT, BUT NOUS AND ALETHEIA (PROJECTED) CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR THE RESTORATION OF FORM, AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ABORTION, AND (FOR) THE CONSOLATION AND CESSATION OF THE GROANS OF SOPHIA. AND THIRTY AEONS CAME INTO EXISTENCE ALONG WITH CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. SOME OF THESE (VALENTINIANS) WISH THAT THIS SHOULD BE A TRIACONTAD OF AEONS, WHEREAS OTHERS DESIRE THAT SIGE SHOULD EXIST ALONG WITH THE FATHER, AND THAT THE AEONS SHOULD BE RECKONED ALONG WITH THEM. CHRIST, THEREFORE, BEING ADDITIONALLY PROJECTED, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, BY NOUS AND ALETHEIA, IMMEDIATELY THIS ABORTION OF SOPHIA, (WHICH WAS) SHAPELESS, (AND) BORN OF HERSELF ONLY, AND GENERATED WITHOUT CONJUGAL INTERCOURSE, SEPARATES FROM THE ENTIRE OF THE AEONS, LEST THE PERFECT AEONS, BEHOLDING THIS (ABORTION), SHOULD BE DISTURBED BY REASON OF ITS SHAPELESSNESS. IN ORDER, THEN, THAT THE SHAPELESSNESS OF THE ABORTION MIGHT NOT AT ALL MANIFEST ITSELF TO THE PERFECT AEONS, THE FATHER ALSO AGAIN PROJECTS ADDITIONALLY ONE AEON, VIZ., STAURUS. AND HE BEING BEGOTTEN GREAT, AS FROM A MIGHTY AND PERFECT FATHER, AND BEING PROJECTED FOR THE GUARDIANSHIP AND DEFENSE OF THE AEONS, BECOMES A LIMIT OF THE PLEROMA, HAVING WITHIN ITSELF ALL THE THIRTY AEONS TOGETHER, FOR THESE ARE THEY THAT HAD BEEN PROJECTED. NOW THIS (AEON) IS STYLED HOROS, BECAUSE HE SEPARATES FROM THE PLEROMA THE HYSTEREMA THAT IS OUTSIDE. AND (HE IS CALLED) METOCHEUS, BECAUSE HE SHARES ALSO IN THE HYSTEREMA. AND (HE IS DENOMINATED) STAURUS, BECAUSE HE IS FIXED INFLEXIBLY AND INEXORABLY, SO THAT NOTHING OF THE HYSTEREMA CAN COME NEAR THE AEONS WHO ARE WITHIN THE PLEROMA. OUTSIDE, THEN, HOROS, METOCHEUS, STAURUS, IS THE OGDOAD, AS IT IS CALLED, ACCORDING TO THEM, AND IS THAT SOPHIA WHICH IS OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA, WHICH (SOPHIA) CHRIST, WHO WAS ADDITIONALLY PROJECTED BY NOUS AND ALETHEIA, FORMED AND MADE A PERFECT AEON SO THAT IN NO RESPECT SHE SHOULD BE INFERIOR IN POWER TO ANY OF THE AEONS WITHIN THE PLEROMA. SINCE, HOWEVER, SOPHIA WAS FORMED OUTSIDE, AND IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE AND EQUITABLE THAT CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO WERE PROJECTED FROM NOUS AND ALETHEIA, SHOULD REMAIN OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA, CHRIST HURRIED AWAY, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, FROM HER WHO HAD HAD SHAPE IMPARTED TO HER, UNTO NOUS AND ALETHEIA WITHIN THE LIMIT, IN ORDER THAT WITH THE REST OF THE AEONS THEY MIGHT GLORIFY THE FATHER. 
CHAP. XXVII.--VALENTINUS' EXPLANATION OF THE EXISTENCE OF JESUS; POWER OF JESUS OVER HUMANITY. 
AFTER, THEN, THERE ENSUED SOME ONE (TREATY OF) PEACE AND HARMONY BETWEEN ALL THE AEONS WITHIN THE PLEROMA, IT APPEARED EXPEDIENT TO THEM NOT ONLY BY A CONJUGAL UNION TO HAVE MAGNIFIED THE SON, BUT ALSO THAT BY AN OFFERING OF RIPE FRUITS THEY SHOULD GLORIFY THE FATHER. THEN ALL THE THIRTY AEONS CONSENTED TO PROJECT ONE AEONS, JOINT FRUIT OF THE PLEROMA, THAT HE MIGHT BE (AN EARNEST) OF THEIR UNION, AND UNANIMITY, AND PEACE. AND HE ALONE WAS PROJECTED BY ALL THE AEONS IN HONOUR OF THE FATHER. THIS (ONE) IS STYLED AMONG THEM "JOINT FRUIT OF THE PLEROMA." THESE (MATTERS), THEN, TOOK PLACE WITHIN THE PLEROMA IN THIS WAY. AND THE "JOINT FRUIT OF THE PLEROMA" WAS PROJECTED, (THAT IS,) JESUS, FOR THIS IS HIS NAME, THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST. SOPHIA, HOWEVER, WHO WAS OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA IN SEARCH OF CHRIST, WHO HAD GIVEN HER FORM, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, BECAME INVOLVED IN GREAT TERROR THAT SHE WOULD PERISH, IF HE SHOULD SEPARATE FROM HER, WHO HAD GIVEN HER FORM AND CONSISTENCY. AND SHE WAS SEIZED WITH GRIEF, AND FELL INTO A STATE OF CONSIDERABLE PERPLEXITY, (WHILE) REFLECTING WHO WAS HE WHO HAD GIVEN HER FORM, WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS, WHITHER HE HAD DEPARTED, WHO IT WAS THAT HAD HINDERED THEM FROM BEING PRESENT, WHO IT WAS THAT HAD BEEN ENVIOUS OF THAT GLORIOUS AND BLESSED SPECTACLE. WHILE INVOLVED IN SUFFERINGS SUCH AS THESE, SHE TURNS HERSELF TO PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION OF HIM WHO HAD DESERTED HER. DURING THE UTTERANCE OF HER ENTREATIES, CHRIST, WHO IS WITHIN THE PLEROMA, HAD MERCY UPON (HER), AND ALL THE REST OF THE AEONS (WERE SIMILARLY AFFECTED); AND THEY SEND FORTH BEYOND THE PLEROMA "THE JOINT FRUIT OF THE PLEROMA" AS A SPOUSE FOR SOPHIA, WHO WAS OUTSIDE, AND AS A RECTIFIER OF THOSE SUFFERINGS WHICH SHE UNDERWENT IN SEARCHING AFTER CHRIST. "THE FRUIT," THEN, ARRIVING OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA, AND DISCOVERING (SOPHIA) IN THE MIDST OF THOSE FOUR PRIMARY PASSIONS, BOTH FEAR AND SORROW, AND PERPLEXITY AND ENTREATY HE RECTIFIED HER AFFECTIONS. WHILE, HOWEVER, CORRECTING THEM, HE OBSERVED THAT IT WOULD NOT BE PROPER TO DESTROY THESE, INASMUCH AS THEY ARE (IN THEIR NATURE) ETERNAL, AND PECULIAR TO SOPHIA; AND YET THAT NEITHER WAS IT SEEMLY THAT SOPHIA SHOULD EXIST IN THE MIDST OF SUCH PASSIONS, IN FEAR AND SORROW, SUPPLICATION (AND) PERPLEXITY. HE THEREFORE, AS AN AEONS SO GREAT, AND OFFSPRING OF THE ENTIRE PLEROMA, CAUSED THE PASSIONS TO DEPART FROM HER, AND HE MADE THESE SUBSTANTIALLY-EXISTENT ESSENCES. HE ALTERED FEAR INTO ANIMAL DESIRE, AND (MADE) GRIEF MATERIAL, AND (RENDERED) PERPLEXITY (THE PASSION) OF DEMONS. BUT CONVERSION, AND ENTREATY, AND SUPPLICATION, HE CONSTITUTED AS A PATH TO REPENTANCE AND POWER OVER THE ANIMAL ESSENCE, WHICH IS DENOMINATED RIGHT. THE CREATOR (ACTED) FROM FEAR; (AND) THAT IS WHAT, HE SAYS, SCRIPTURE AFFIRMS: "THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM." FOR THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF THE AFFECTIONS OF SOPHIA, FOR SHE WAS SEIZED WITH FEAR, NEXT WITH GRIEF, THEN WITH PERPLEXITY, AND SO SHE SOUGHT REFUGE IN ENTREATY AND SUPPLICATION. AND THE ANIMAL ESSENCE IS, HE SAYS, OF A FIERY NATURE, AND IS ALSO TERMED BY THEM THE SUPER-CELESTIAL TOPOS, AND HEBDOMAD, AND "ANCIENT OF DAYS." AND WHATEVER OTHER SUCH STATEMENTS THEY ADVANCE RESPECTING THIS (AEON), THESE THEY ALLEGE TO HOLD GOOD OF THE ANIMALISH (ONE), WHOM THEY ASSERT TO BE CREATOR OF THE WORLD. NOW HE IS OF THE APPEARANCE OF FIRE. MOSES ALSO, HE SAYS, EXPRESSES HIMSELF THUS: "THE LORD THY GOD IS A BURNING AND CONSUMING FIRE." FOR HE, LIKEWISE, WISHES (TO THINK) THAT IT HAS BEEN SO WRITTEN. THERE IS, HOWEVER, HE SAYS, A TWOFOLD POWER OF THE FIRE; FOR FIRE IS ALL-CONSUMING, (AND) CANNOT HE QUENCHED. ACCORDING, THEREFORE, TO THIS DIVISION, THERE EXISTS, SUBJECT TO DEATH, A CERTAIN SOUL WHICH IS A SORT OF MEDIATOR, FOR IT IS A HEBDOMAD AND CESSATION. FOR UNDERNEATH THE OGDOAD, WHERE SOPHIA IS, BUT ABOVE MATTER, WHICH IS THE CREATOR, A DAY HAS BEEN FORMED, AND THE "JOINT FRUIT OF THE PLEROMA." IF THE SOUL HAS BEEN FASHIONED IN THE IMAGE OF THOSE ABOVE, THAT IS, THE OGDOAD, IT BECAME IMMORTAL AND REPAIRED TO THE OGDOAD, WHICH IS, HE SAYS, HEAVENLY JERUSALEM. IF, HOWEVER, IT HAS BEEN FASHIONED IN THE IMAGE OF MATTER, THAT IS, THE CORPOREAL PASSIONS, THE SOUL IS OF A PERISHABLE NATURE, AND IS (ACCORDINGLY) DESTROYED. 
CHAP. XXVIII.--THE VALENTINIAN ORIGIN OF THE CREATION. 
AS, THEREFORE, THE PRIMARY AND GREATEST POWER OF THE ANIMAL ESSENCE CAME INTO EXISTENCE, AN IMAGE (OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON); SO ALSO, THE DEVIL, WHO IS THE RULER OF THIS WORLD, CONSTITUTES THE POWER OF THE MATERIAL ESSENCE, AS BEELZEBUB IS OF THE ESSENCE OF DEMONS WHICH EMANATES FROM ANXIETY. (IN CONSEQUENCE OF THIS,) SOPHIA FROM ABOVE EXERTED HER ENERGY FROM THE OGDOAD TO THE HEBDOMAD. FOR THE DEMIURGE, THEY SAY, KNOWS NOTHING AT ALL, BUT IS, ACCORDING TO THEM, DEVOID OF UNDERSTANDING, AND SILLY, AND IS NOT CONSCIOUS OF WHAT HE IS DOING OR WORKING AT. BUT IN HIM, WHILE THUS IN A STATE OF IGNORANCE THAT EVEN HE IS PRODUCING, SOPHIA WROUGHT ALL SORTS OF ENERGY, AND INFUSED VIGOR (INTO HIM). AND (ALTHOUGH SOPHIA) WAS REALLY THE OPERATING CAUSE, HE HIMSELF IMAGINES THAT HE EVOLVES THE CREATION OF THE WORLD OUT OF HIMSELF: WHENCE HE COMMENCED, SAYING, "I AM GOD, AND BESIDE ME THERE IS NO OTHER." 
CHAP. XXIX.--THE OTHER VALENTINIAN EMANATIONS IN CONFORMITY WITH THE PYTHAGOREAN SYSTEM OF NUMBERS. 
THE QUATERNION, THEN, ADVOCATED BY VALENTINUS, IS "A SOURCE OF THE EVERLASTING NATURE HAVING ROOTS;" AND SOPHIA (IS THE POWER) FROM WHOM THE ANIMAL AND MATERIAL CREATION HAS DERIVED ITS PRESENT CONDITION. BUT SOPHIA IS CALLED "SPIRIT," AND THE DEMIURGE "SOUL," AND THE DEVIL "THE RULER OF THIS WORLD," AND BEELZEBUB "THE (RULER) OF DEMONS." THESE ARE THE STATEMENTS WHICH THEY PUT FORWARD. BUT FURTHER, IN ADDITION TO THESE, RENDERING, AS I HAVE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED, THEIR ENTIRE SYSTEM OF DOCTRINE (AKIN TO THE) ARITHMETICAL (ART), (THEY DETERMINE) THAT THE THIRTY AEONS WITHIN THE PLEROMA HAVE AGAIN, IN ADDITION TO THESE, PROJECTED OTHER AEONS, ACCORDING TO THE (NUMERICAL) PROPORTION (ADOPTED BY THE PYTHAGOREANS), IN ORDER THAT THE PLEROMA MIGHT BE FORMED INTO AN AGGREGATE, ACCORDING TO A PERFECT NUMBER. FOR HOW THE PYTHAGOREANS DIVIDED (THE CELESTIAL SPHERE) INTO TWELVE AND THIRTY AND SIXTY PARTS, AND HOW THEY HAVE MINUTE PARTS OF DIMINUTIVE PORTIONS, HAS BEEN MADE EVIDENT. IN THIS MANNER THESE (FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS) SUBDIVIDE THE PARTS WITHIN THE PLEROMA. NOW LIKEWISE THE PARTS IN THE OGDOAD HAVE BEEN SUBDIVIDED, AND THERE HAS BEEN PROJECTED SOPHIA, WHICH IS, ACCORDING TO THEM, MOTHER OF ALL LIVING CREATURES, AND THE "JOINT FRUIT OF THE PLEROMA," (WHO IS) THE LOGOS, (AND OTHER AEONS,) WHO ARE CELESTIAL ANGELS THAT HAVE THEIR CITIZENSHIP IN JERUSALEM WHICH IS ABOVE, WHICH IS IN HEAVEN. FOR THIS JERUSALEM IS SOPHIA, SHE (THAT IS) OUTSIDE (THE PLEROMA), AND HER SPOUSE IS THE "JOINT FRUIT OF THE PLEROMA." AND THE DEMIURGE PROJECTED SOULS; FOR THIS (SOPHIA) IS THE ESSENCE OF SOULS. THIS (DEMIURGE), ACCORDING TO THEM, IS ABRAHAM, AND THESE (SOULS) THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM. FROM THE MATERIAL AND DEVILISH ESSENCE [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 1ST CORINTHIANS 2:6-16; JAMES 3:13-18] THE DEMIURGE FASHIONED BODIES FOR THE SOULS. THIS IS WHAT HAS BEEN DECLARED: "AND GOD FORMED MAN, TAKING CLAY FROM THE EARTH, AND BREATHED UPON HIS FACE THE BREATH OF LIFE, AND MAN WAS MADE INTO A LIVING SOUL." THIS, ACCORDING TO THEM, IS THE INNER MAN, THE NATURAL (MAN), RESIDING IN THE MATERIAL BODY: NOW A MATERIAL (MAN) IS PERISHABLE, INCOMPLETE, (AND) FORMED OUT OF THE DEVILISH ESSENCE. AND THIS IS THE MATERIAL MAN, AS IT WERE, ACCORDING TO THEM AN INN, OR DOMICILE, AT ONE TIME OF SOUL ONLY, AT ANOTHER TIME OF SOUL AND DEMONS, AT ANOTHER TIME OF SOUL AND LOGOI. AND THESE ARE THE LOGOI THAT HAVE BEEN DISPERSED FROM ABOVE, FROM THE "JOINT FRUIT OF THE PLEROMA" AND (FROM) SOPHIA, INTO THIS WORLD. AND THEY DWELL IN AN EARTHLY BODY, WITH A SOUL, WHEN DEMONS DO NOT TAKE UP THEIR ABODE WITH THAT SOUL. THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN IN SCRIPTURE: "ON THIS ACCOUNT I BEND MY KNEES TO THE GOD AND FATHER AND LORD OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THAT GOD WOULD GRANT YOU TO HAVE CHRIST DWELLING IN THE INNER MAN," --THAT IS, THE NATURAL (MAN), NOT THE CORPOREAL (ONE),--" THAT YOU MAY BE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IS THE DEPTH," WHICH IS THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE, "AND WHAT IS THE BREADTH," WHICH IS STAURUS, THE LIMIT OF THE PLEROMA, "OR WHAT IS THE LENGTH," THAT IS, THE PLEROMA OF THE AEONS. WHEREFORE, HE SAYS, "THE NATURAL MAN RECEIVETH NOT THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD, FOR THEY ARE FOOLISHNESS UNTO HIM; " BUT FOLLY, HE SAYS, IS THE POWER OF THE DEMIURGE, FOR HE WAS FOOLISH AND DEVOID OF UNDERSTANDING, AND IMAGINED HIMSELF TO BE FABRICATING THE WORLD. HE WAS, HOWEVER, IGNORANT THAT SOPHIA, THE MOTHER, THE OGDOAD, WAS REALLY THE CAUSE OF ALL THE OPERATIONS PERFORMED BY HIM WHO HAD NO CONSCIOUSNESS IN REFERENCE TO THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. 
CHAP. XXX.--VALENTINUS' EXPLANATION OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS; TWOFOLD DOCTRINE ON THE NATURE OF JESUS' BODY; OPINION OF THE ITALIANS, THAT IS, HERACLEON AND PTOLEMAEUS; OPINION OF THE ORIENTALS, THAT IS, AXIONICUS AND BARDESANES. 
ALL THE PROPHETS, THEREFORE, AND THE LAW SPOKE BY MEANS OF THE DEMIURGE, A SILLY GOD, HE SAYS, (AND THEMSELVES) FOOLS, WHO KNEW NOTHING. ON ACCOUNT OF THIS, HE SAYS, THE SAVIOUR OBSERVES: "ALL THAT CAME BEFORE ME ARE THIEVES AND ROBBERS." AND THE APOSTLE (USES THESE WORDS) "THE MYSTERY WHICH WAS NOT MADE KNOWN TO FORMER GENERATIONS." FOR NONE OF THE PROPHETS, HE SAYS, SAID ANYTHING CONCERNING THE THINGS OF WHICH WE SPEAK; FOR (A PROPHET) COULD NOT BUT BE IGNORANT OF ALL (THESE) THINGS, INASMUCH AS THEY CERTAINLY HAD BEEN UTTERED BY THE DEMIURGE ONLY. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE CREATION RECEIVED COMPLETION, AND WHEN AFTER (THIS) THERE OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN THE REVELATION OF THE SONS OF GOD--THAT IS, OF THE DEMIURGE, WHICH UP TO THIS HAD BEEN CONCEALED, AND IN WHICH OBSCURITY THE NATURAL MAN WAS HID, AND HAD A VEIL UPON THE HEART;--WHEN (IT WAS TIME), THEN, THAT THE VEIL SHOULD BE TAKEN AWAY, AND THAT THESE MYSTERIES SHOULD BE SEEN, JESUS WAS BORN OF MARY THE VIRGIN, ACCORDING TO THE DECLARATION (IN SCRIPTURE), "THE HOLY GHOST WILL COME UPON THEE"--SOPHIA IS THE SPIRIT--" AND THE POWER OF THE HIGHEST WILL OVERSHADOW THEE"--THE HIGHEST IS THE DEMIURGE,--"WHEREFORE THAT WHICH SHALL BE BORN OF THEE SHALL BE CALLED HOLY." FOR HE HAS BEEN GENERATED NOT FROM THE HIGHEST ALONE, AS THOSE CREATED IN (THE LIKENESS OF) ADAM HAVE BEEN CREATED FROM THE HIGHEST ALONE--THAT IS, (FROM) SOPHIA AND THE DEMIURGE. JESUS, HOWEVER, THE NEW MAN, (HAS BEEN GENERATED) FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT--THAT IS, SOPHIA AND THE DEMIURGE--IN ORDER THAT THE DEMIURGE MAY COMPLETE THE CONFORMATION AND CONSTITUTION OF HIS BODY, AND THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT MAY SUPPLY HIS ESSENCE, AND THAT A CELESTIAL LOGOS MAY PROCEED FROM THE OGDOAD BEING BORN OF MARY. CONCERNING THIS (LOGOS) THEY HAVE A GREAT QUESTION AMONGST THEM--AN OCCASION BOTH OF DIVISIONS AND DISSENSION. AND HENCE THE DOCTRINE OF THESE HAS BECOME DIVIDED: AND ONE DOCTRINE, ACCORDING TO THEM, IS TERMED ORIENTAL, AND THE OTHER ITALIAN. THEY FROM ITALY, OF WHOM IS HERACLEON AND PTOLEMAEUS, SAY THAT THE BODY OF JESUS WAS ANIMAL (ONE). AND ON ACCOUNT OF THIS, (THEY MAINTAIN) THAT AT HIS BAPTISM THE HOLY SPIRIT AS A DOVE CAME DOWN--THAT IS, THE LOGOS OF THE MOTHER ABOVE, (I MEAN SOPHIA) AND BECAME (A VOICE) TO THE ANIMAL (MAN), AND RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD. THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT HAS BEEN DECLARED: "HE WHO RAISED CHRIST FROM THE DEAD WILL ALSO QUICKEN YOUR MORTAL AND NATURAL BODIES." FOR LOAM HAS COME UNDER A CURSE; "FOR," SAYS HE, "DUST THOU ART, AND UNTO DUST SHALT THOU RETURN." THE ORIENTALS, ON THE OTHER HAND, OF WHOM IS AXIONICUS AND BARDESIANES, ASSERT THAT THE BODY OF THE SAVIOUR WAS SPIRITUAL; FOR THERE CAME UPON MARY THE HOLY SPIRIT--THAT IS, SOPHIA AND THE POWER OF THE HIGHEST. THIS IS THE CREATIVE ART, (AND WAS VOUCHSAFED) IN ORDER THAT WHAT WAS GIVEN TO MARY BY THE SPIRIT MIGHT BE FASHIONED. 
CHAP. XXXI.--FURTHER DOCTRINES OF VALENTINUS RESPECTING THE AEONS; REASONS FOR THE INCARNATION. 
LET, THEN, THOSE (HERETICS) PURSUE THESE INQUIRIES AMONG THEMSELVES, (AND LET OTHERS DO SO LIKEWISE,) IF IT SHOULD PROVE AGREEABLE TO ANYBODY ELSE TO INVESTIGATE (SUCH POINTS. VALENTINUS) SUBJOINS, HOWEVER, THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT: THAT THE TRESPASSES APPERTAINING TO THE AEONS WITHIN (THE PLEROMA) HAD BEEN CORRECTED; AND LIKEWISE, HAD BEEN RECTIFIED THE TRESPASSES APPERTAINING TO THE OGDOAD, (THAT IS,) SOPHIA, OUTSIDE (THE PLEROMA); AND ALSO (THE TRESPASSES) APPERTAINING TO THE HEBDOMAD (HAD BEEN RECTIFIED). FOR THE DEMIURGE HAD BEEN TAUGHT BY SOPHIA THAT HE IS NOT HIMSELF GOD ALONE, AS HE IMAGINED, AND THAT EXCEPT HIMSELF THERE IS NOT ANOTHER (DEITY). BUT WHEN TAUGHT BY SOPHIA, HE WAS MADE TO RECOGNIZE THE SUPERIOR (DEITY). FOR HE WAS INSTRUCTED BY HER, AND INITIATED AND INDOCTRINATED INTO THE GREAT MYSTERY OF THE FATHER AND OF THE AEONS, AND DIVULGED THIS TO NONE. THIS IS, AS HE SAYS, WHAT (GOD) DECLARES TO MOSES: "I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB; AND MY NAME I HAVE NOT ANNOUNCED TO THEM;" THAT IS, I HAVE NOT DECLARED THE MYSTERY, NOR EXPLAINED WHO IS GOD, BUT I HAVE PRESERVED THE MYSTERY WHICH I HAVE HEARD FROM SOPHIA IN SECRECY WITH MYSELF. WHEN, THEN, THE TRESPASSES OF THOSE ABOVE HAD BEEN RECTIFIED, IT WAS NECESSARY, ACCORDING TO THE SAME CONSEQUENCE, THAT THE (TRANSGRESSIONS) HERE LIKEWISE SHOULD OBTAIN RECTIFICATION. ON THIS ACCOUNT JESUS THE SAVIOUR WAS BORN OF MARY THAT HE MIGHT RECTIFY (THE TRESPASSES COMMITTED) HERE; AS THE CHRIST WHO, HAVING BEEN PROJECTED ADDITIONALLY FROM ABOVE BY NOUS AND ALETHEIA, HAD CORRECTED THE PASSIONS OF SOPHIA--THAT IS, THE ABORTION (WHO WAS) OUTSIDE (THE PLEROMA). AND, AGAIN, THE SAVIOUR WHO WAS BORN OF MARY CAME TO RECTIFY THE PASSIONS OF THE SOUL. THERE ARE THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO THESE (HERETICS), THREE CHRISTS: (THE FIRST THE) ONE ADDITIONALLY PROJECTED BY NOUS AND ALETHEIA, ALONG WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT; AND (THE SECOND) THE "JOINT FRUIT OF THE PLEROMA," SPOUSE OF SOPHIA, WHO WAS OUTSIDE (THE PLEROMA). AND SHE HERSELF IS LIKEWISE STYLED HOLY SPIRIT, BUT ONE INFERIOR TO THE FIRST (PROJECTION). AND THE THIRD (CHRIST IS) HE WHO WAS BORN OF MARY FOR THE RESTORATION OF THIS WORLD OF OURS. 
CHAP. XXXII.--VALENTINUS CONVICTED OF PLAGIARISMS FROM PLATO. 
I THINK THAT THE HERESY OF VALENTINUS WHICH IS OF PYTHAGOREAN (ORIGIN), HAS BEEN SUFFICIENTLY, INDEED MORE THAN SUFFICIENTLY, DELINEATED. IT THEREFORE SEEMS ALSO EXPEDIENT, THAT HAVING EXPLAINED HIS OPINIONS, WE SHOULD DESIST FROM (FURTHER) REFUTATION (OF HIS SYSTEM). PLATO, THEN, IN EXPOUNDING MYSTERIES CONCERNING THE UNIVERSE, WRITES TO DIONYSIUS EXPRESSING HIMSELF AFTER SOME SUCH MANNER AS THIS: "I MUST SPEAK TO YOU BY RIDDLES, IN ORDER THAT IF THE LETTER MAY MEET WITH ANY ACCIDENT IN ITS LEAVES BY EITHER SEA OR LAND, HE WHO READS (WHAT FALLS INTO HIS HANDS) MAY NOT UNDERSTAND IT. FOR SO IT IS. ALL THINGS ARE ABOUT THE KING OF ALL, AND ON HIS ACCOUNT ARE ALL THINGS, AND HE IS CAUSE OF ALL THE GLORIOUS (OBJECTS OF CREATION). THE SECOND IS ABOUT THE SECOND, AND THE THIRD ABOUT THE THIRD. BUT PERTAINING TO THE KING THERE IS NONE OF THOSE THINGS OF WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN. BUT AFTER THIS THE SOUL EARNESTLY DESIRES TO LEARN WHAT SORT THESE ARE, LOOKING UPON THOSE THINGS THAT ARE AKIN TO ITSELF, AND NOT ONE OF THESE IS (IN ITSELF) SUFFICIENT. THIS IS, O SON OF DIONYSIUS AND DORIS, THE QUESTION (OF YOURS) WHICH IS A CAUSE OF ALL EVIL THINGS. NAY, BUT RATHER THE SOLICITUDE CONCERNING THIS IS INNATE IN THE SOUL; AND IF ONE DOES NOT REMOVE THIS, HE WILL NEVER REALLY ATTAIN TRUTH. BUT WHAT IS ASTONISHING IN THIS MATTER, LISTEN. FOR THERE ARE MEN WHO HAVE HEARD THESE THINGS-- (MEN) FURNISHED WITH CAPACITIES FOR LEARNING, AND FURNISHED WITH CAPACITIES OF MEMORY, AND PERSONS WHO ALTOGETHER IN EVERY WAY ARE ENDUED WITH AN APTITUDE FOR INVESTIGATION WITH A VIEW TO INFERENCE. (THESE ARE) AT PRESENT AGED SPECULATORS. AND THEY ASSERT THAT OPINIONS WHICH AT ONE TIME WERE CREDIBLE ARE NOW INCREDIBLE, AND THAT THINGS ONCE INCREDIBLE ARE NOW THE CONTRARY. WHILE, THEREFORE, TURNING THE EYE OF EXAMINATION TOWARDS THESE (INQUIRIES), EXERCISE CAUTION, LEST AT ANY TIME YOU SHOULD HAVE REASON TO REPENT IN REGARD OF THOSE THINGS SHOULD THEY HAPPEN IN A MANNER UNBECOMING TO YOUR DIGNITY. ON THIS ACCOUNT I HAVE WRITTEN NOTHING CONCERNING THESE (POINTS); NOR IS THERE ANY TREATISE OF PLATO'S (UPON THEM), NOR EVER SHALL THERE BE. THE OBSERVATIONS, HOWEVER, NOW MADE ARE THOSE OF SOCRATES, CONSPICUOUS FOR VIRTUE EVEN WHILE HE WAS A YOUNG MAN." VALENTINUS, FALLING IN WITH THESE (REMARKS), HAS MADE A FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE IN HIS SYSTEM "THE KING OF ALL," WHOM PLATO MENTIONED, AND WHOM THIS HERETIC STYLES PATER, AND BYTHOS, AND PROARCHE OVER THE REST OF THE AEONS. AND WHEN PLATO USES THE WORDS, "WHAT IS SECOND ABOUT THINGS THAT ARE SECOND," VALENTINUS SUPPOSES TO BE SECOND ALL THE AEONS THAT ARE WITHIN THE LIMIT (OF THE PLEROMA, AS WELL AS) THE LIMIT (ITSELF). AND WHEN PLATO USES THE WORDS, WHAT IS THIRD ABOUT WHAT IS THIRD," HE HAS (CONSTITUTED AS THIRD) THE ENTIRE OF THE ARRANGEMENT (EXISTING) OUTSIDE THE LIMIT AND THE PLEROMA. AND VALENTINUS HAS ELUCIDATED THIS (ARRANGEMENT) VERY SUCCINCTLY, IN A PSALM COMMENCING FROM BELOW, NOT AS PLATO DOES, FROM ABOVE, EXPRESSING HIMSELF THUS: "I BEHOLD ALL THINGS SUSPENDED IN AIR BY SPIRIT, AND I PERCEIVE ALL THINGS WAFTED BY SPIRIT; THE FLESH (I SEE) SUSPENDED FROM SOUL, BUT THE SOUL SHINING OUT FROM AIR, AND AIR DEPENDING FROM AETHER, AND FRUITS PRODUCED FROM BYTHUS, AND THE FETUS BORNE FROM THE WOMB." THUS (VALENTINUS) FORMED HIS OPINION ON SUCH (POINTS). FLESH, ACCORDING TO THESE (HERETICS), IS MATTER WHICH IS SUSPENDED FROM THE SOUL OF THE DEMIURGE. AND SOUL SHINES OUT FROM AIR; THAT IS, THE DEMIURGE EMERGES FROM THE SPIRIT, (WHICH IS) OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA. BUT AIR SPRINGS FORTH FROM AETHER; THAT IS, SOPHIA, WHICH IS OUTSIDE (THE PLEROMA, IS PROJECTED FROM THE PLEROMA) WHICH IS WITHIN THE LIMIT, AND (FROM) THE ENTIRE PLEROMA (GENERALLY). AND FROM BYTHUS FRUITS ARE PRODUCED; (THAT IS,) THE ENTIRE PROJECTION OF THE AEONS IS MADE FROM THE FATHER. THE OPINIONS, THEN, ADVANCED BY VALENTINUS HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENTLY DECLARED. IT REMAINS FOR US TO EXPLAIN THE TENETS OF THOSE WHO HAVE EMANATED FROM-HIS SCHOOL, THOUGH EACH ADHERENT (OF VALENTINUS) ENTERTAINS DIFFERENT OPINIONS. 
CHAP. XXXIII.--SECUNDUS' SYSTEM OF AEONS; EPIPHANES; PTOLEMAEUS. 
A CERTAIN (HERETIC) SECUNDUS, BORN ABOUT THE SAME TIME WITH PTOLEMAEUS, EXPRESSES HIMSELF THUS: (HE SAYS) THAT THERE IS A RIGHT TETRAD AND A LEFT TETRAD, NAMELY, LIGHT AND DARKNESS. AND HE AFFIRMS THAT THE POWER WHICH WITHDREW AND LABOURED UNDER DEFICIENCY, WAS NOT PRODUCED FROM THE THIRTY AEONS, BUT FROM THE FRUITS OF THESE. SOME OTHER (HERETIC), HOWEVER--EPIPHANES, A TEACHER AMONG THEM--EXPRESSES HIMSELF THUS: "THE EARLIEST ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE WAS INCONCEIVABLE, INEFFABLE, AND UNNAMABLE;" AND HE CALLS THIS MONOTES. AND (HE MAINTAINS) THAT THERE CO-EXISTS WITH THIS (PRINCIPLE) A POWER WHICH HE DENOMINATES HENOTES. THIS HENOTES AND THIS MONOTES, NOT BY PROJECTION (FROM THEMSELVES), SENT FORTH A PRINCIPLE (THAT SHOULD PRESIDE) OVER ALL INTELLIGIBLES; (AND THIS WAS) BOTH UNBEGOTTEN AND INVISIBLE, AND HE STYLES IT A MONAD. "WITH THIS POWER CO-EXISTS A POWER OF THE SAME ESSENCE, WHICH VERY (POWER) I CALL UNITY. THESE FOUR POWERS SENT FORTH THE REMAINDER OF THE PROJECTIONS OF THE AEONS." BUT OTHERS, AGAIN, DENOMINATE THE CHIEF AND ORIGINATING OGDOAD, (WHICH IS) FOURTH (AND) INVISIBLE, BY THE FOLLOWING NAMES: FIRST, PROARCHE; NEXT, ANENNOETUS; THIRD, ARRHETUS; AND FOURTH, AORATUS. AND THAT FROM THE FIRST, PROARCHE, WAS PROJECTED BY A FIRST AND FIFTH PLACE, ARCHE; AND FROM ANENNOETUS, BY A SECOND AND SIXTH PLACE, ACATALEPTUS; AND FROM ARRHETUS, BY A THIRD AND SEVENTH PLACE, ANONOMASTUS; AND FROM AORATUS, AGENNETUS, A COMPLEMENT OF THE FIRST OGDOAD. THEY WISH THAT THESE POWERS SHOULD EXIST BEFORE BYTHUS AND SIGE. CONCERNING, HOWEVER, BYTHUS HIMSELF, THERE ARE MANY DIFFERENT OPINIONS. SOME AFFIRM HIM TO BE UNWEDDED, NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE; BUT OTHERS (MAINTAIN) THAT SIGE, WHO IS A FEMALE, IS PRESENT WITH HIM, AND THAT THIS CONSTITUTES THE FIRST CONJUGAL UNION. BUT THE FOLLOWERS OF PTOLEMAEUS ASSERT THAT (BYTHUS) HAS TWO SPOUSES, WHICH THEY CALL LIKEWISE DISPOSITIONS, VIZ., ENNOIA AND THELESIS (CONCEPTION AND VOLITION). FOR FIRST THE NOTION WAS CONCEIVED OF PROJECTING ANYTHING; NEXT FOLLOWED, AS THEY SAY, THE WILL TO DO SO. WHEREFORE ALSO THESE TWO DISPOSITIONS AND POWERS--NAMELY, ENNOIA AND THELESIS--BEING, AS IT WERE, MINGLED ONE WITH THE OTHER, THERE ENSUED A PROJECTION OF MONOGENES AND ALETHEIA BY MEANS OF A CONJUGAL UNION. AND THE CONSEQUENCE WAS, THAT VISIBLE TYPES AND IMAGES OF THOSE TWO DISPOSITIONS OF THE FATHER CAME FORTH FROM THE INVISIBLE (AEONS), VIZ., FROM THELEMA, NOUS, AND FROM ENNOIA, ALETHEIA. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT THE IMAGE OF THE SUBSEQUENTLY GENERATED THELEMA IS (THAT OF A) MALE; BUT (THE IMAGE) OF THE UNBEGOTTEN ENNOIA IS (THAT OF A) FEMALE, SINCE VOLITION IS, AS IT WERE, A POWER OF CONCEPTION. FOR CONCEPTION ALWAYS CHERISHED THE IDEA OF A PROJECTION, YET WAS NOT OF ITSELF AT LEAST ABLE TO PROJECT ITSELF, BUT CHERISHED THE IDEA (OF DOING SO). WHEN, HOWEVER, THE POWER OF VOLITION (WOULD BE PRESENT), THEN IT PROJECTS THE IDEA WHICH HAD BEEN CONCEIVED. 
CHAP. XXXIV.--SYSTEM OF MARCUS; A MERE IMPOSTOR; HIS WICKED DEVICES UPON THE EUCHARISTIC CUP. 
A CERTAIN OTHER TEACHER AMONG THEM, MARCUS, AN ADEPT IN SORCERY, CARRYING ON OPERATIONS PARTLY BY SLEIGHT OF HAND AND PARTLY BY DEMONS, DECEIVED MANY FROM TIME TO TIME. THIS (HERETIC) ALLEGED THAT THERE RESIDED IN HIM THE MIGHTIEST POWER FROM INVISIBLE AND UNNAMABLE PLACES. AND VERY OFTEN, TAKING THE CUP, AS IF OFFERING UP THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER, AND PROLONGING TO A GREATER LENGTH THAN USUAL THE WORD OF INVOCATION, HE WOULD CAUSE THE APPEARANCE OF A PURPLE, AND SOMETIMES OF A RED MIXTURE, SO THAT HIS DUPES IMAGINED THAT A CERTAIN GRACE DESCENDED AND COMMUNICATED TO THE POTION A BLOOD-RED POTENCY. THE KNAVE, HOWEVER, AT THAT TIME SUCCEEDED IN ESCAPING DETECTION FROM MANY; BUT NOW, BEING CONVICTED (OF THE IMPOSTURE), HE WILL BE FORCED TO DESIST FROM IT. FOR, INFUSING SECRETLY INTO THE MIXTURE SOME DRUG THAT POSSESSED THE POWER OF IMPARTING SUCH A COLOR (AS THAT ALLUDED TO ABOVE), UTTERING FOR A, CONSIDERABLE TIME NONSENSICAL EXPRESSIONS, HE WAS IN THE HABIT OF WAITING, (IN EXPECTATION) THAT THE (DRUG), OBTAINING A SUPPLY OF MOISTURE, MIGHT BE DISSOLVED, AND, BEING INTERMINGLED WITH THE POTION, MIGHT IMPART ITS COLOR TO IT. THE DRUGS, HOWEVER, THAT POSSESS THE QUALITY OF FURNISHING THIS EFFECT WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED IN THE BOOK ON MAGICIANS. AND HERE WE HAVE TAKEN OCCASION TO EXPLAIN HOW THEY MAKE DUPES OF MANY, AND THOROUGHLY RUIN THEM. AND IF IT SHOULD PROVE AGREEABLE TO THEM TO APPLY THEIR ATTENTION WITH GREATER ACCURACY TO THE STATEMENT MADE BY US, THEY WILL BECOME AWARE OF THE DECEIT OF MARCUS. 
CHAP. XXXV.--FURTHER ACTS OF JUGGLERY ON THE PART OF MARCUS. 
AND THIS (MARCUS), INFUSING (THE AFORESAID) MIXTURE INTO A SMALLER CUP, WAS IN THE HABIT OF DELIVERING IT TO A WOMAN TO OFFER UP THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER, WHILE HE HIMSELF STOOD BY, AND HELD (IN HIS HAND) ANOTHER EMPTY (CHALICE) LARGER THAN THAT. AND AFTER HIS FEMALE DUPE HAD PRONOUNCED THE SENTENCE OF CONSECRATION, HAVING RECEIVED (THE CUP FROM HER), HE PROCEEDED TO INFUSE (ITS CONTENTS) INTO THE LARGER (CHALICE), AND, POURING THEM FREQUENTLY FROM ONE CUP TO THE OTHER, WAS ACCUSTOMED AT THE SAME TIME TO UTTER THE FOLLOWING INVOCATION: "GRANT THAT THE INCONCEIVABLE AND INEFFABLE GRACE WHICH EXISTED PRIOR TO THE UNIVERSE, MAY FILL THINE INNER MAN, AND MAKE TO ABOUND IN THEE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THIS (GRACE), AS SHE DISSEMINATES THE SEED OF THE MUSTARD-TREE UPON THE GOOD SOIL." AND SIMULTANEOUSLY PRONOUNCING SOME SUCH WORDS AS THESE, AND ASTONISHING BOTH HIS FEMALE DUPE AND THOSE THAT ARE PRESENT, HE WAS REGARDED AS ONE PERFORMING A MIRACLE; WHILE THE LARGER WAS BEING FILLED FROM THE SMALLER CHALICE, IN SUCH A WAY AS THAT (THE CONTENTS), BEING SUPERABUNDANT, FLOWED OVER. AND THE CONTRIVANCE OF THIS (JUGGLER) WE HAVE LIKEWISE EXPLAINED IN THE AFORESAID (FOURTH) BOOK, WHERE WE HAVE PROVED THAT VERY MANY DRUGS, WHEN MINGLED IN THIS WAY WITH LIQUID SUBSTANCES, ARE ENDUED WITH THE QUALITY OF YIELDING AUGMENTATION, MORE PARTICULARLY WHEN DILUTED IN WINE. NOW, WHEN (ONE OF THESE IMPOSTORS) PREVIOUSLY SMEARS, IN A CLANDESTINE MANNER, AN EMPTY CUP WITH ANY ONE OF THESE DRUGS, AND SHOWS IT (TO THE SPECTATORS) AS IF IT CONTAINED NOTHING, BY INFUSING INTO IT (THE CONTENTS) FROM THE OTHER CUP, AND POURING THEM BACK AGAIN, THE DRUG, AS IT IS OF A FLATULENT NATURE, IS DISSOLVED BY BEING BLENDED WITH THE MOIST SUBSTANCE. AND THE EFFECT OF THIS WAS, THAT A SUPERABUNDANCE OF THE MIXTURE ENSUED, AND WAS SO FAR AUGMENTED, THAT WHAT WAS INFUSED WAS PUT IN MOTION, SUCH BEING THE NATURE OF THE DRUG. AND IF ONE STOW AWAY (THE CHALICE) WHEN IT HAS BEEN FILLED, (WHAT HAS BEEN POURED INTO IT) WILL AFTER NO LONG TIME RETURN TO ITS NATURAL DIMENSIONS, INASMUCH AS THE POTENCY OF THE DRUG BECOMES EXTINCT BY REASON OF THE CONTINUANCE OF MOISTURE. WHEREFORE HE WAS IN THE HABIT OF HURRIEDLY PRESENTING THE CUP TO THOSE PRESENT, TO DRINK; BUT THEY, HORRIFIED AT THE SAME TIME, AND EAGER (TO TASTE THE CONTENTS OF THE CUP), PROCEEDED TO DRINK (THE MIXTURE), AS IF IT WERE SOMETHING DIVINE, AND DEVISED BY THE DEITY. 
CHAP. XXXVI.--THE HERETICAL PRACTICES OF THE MARCITES IN REGARD OF BAPTISM. 
SUCH AND OTHER (TRICKS) THIS IMPOSTOR ATTEMPTED TO PERFORM. AND SO, IT WAS THAT HE WAS MAGNIFIED BY HIS DUPES, AND SOMETIMES HE WAS SUPPOSED TO UTTER PREDICTIONS. BUT SOMETIMES HE TRIED TO MAKE OTHERS (PROPHESY), PARTLY BY DEMONS CARRYING ON THESE OPERATIONS, AND PARTLY BY PRACTICING SLEIGHT OF HAND, AS WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY STATED. HOODWINKING THEREFORE MULTITUDES, HE LED ON (INTO ENORMITIES) MANY (DUPES) OF THIS DESCRIPTION WHO HAD BECOME HIS DISCIPLES, BY TEACHING THEM THAT THEY WERE PRONE, NO DOUBT, TO SIN, BUT BEYOND THE REACH OF DANGER, FROM THE FACT OF THEIR BELONGING TO THE PERFECT POWER, AND OF THEIR BEING PARTICIPATORS IN THE INCONCEIVABLE POTENCY. AND SUBSEQUENT TO THE (FIRST) BAPTISM, TO THESE THEY PROMISE ANOTHER, WHICH THEY CALL REDEMPTION. AND BY THIS (OTHER BAPTISM) THEY WICKEDLY SUBVERT THOSE THAT REMAIN WITH THEM IN EXPECTATION OF REDEMPTION, AS IF PERSONS, AFTER THEY HAD ONCE BEEN BAPTIZED, COULD AGAIN OBTAIN REMISSION. NOW, IT IS BY MEANS OF SUCH KNAVERY AS THIS THAT THEY SEEM TO RETAIN THEIR HEARERS. AND WHEN THEY CONSIDER THAT THESE HAVE BEEN TESTED, AND ARE ABLE TO KEEP (SECRET THE MYSTERIES) COMMITTED UNTO THEM, THEY THEN ADMIT THEM TO THIS (BAPTISM). THEY, HOWEVER, DO NOT REST SATISFIED WITH THIS ALONE, BUT PROMISE (THEIR VOTARIES) SOME OTHER (BOON) FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONFIRMING THEM IN HOPE, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY BE INSEPARABLE (ADHERENTS OF THEIR SECT). FOR THEY UTTER SOMETHING IN AN INEXPRESSIBLE (TONE OF) VOICE, AFTER HAVING LAID HANDS ON HIM WHO IS RECEIVING THE REDEMPTION. AND THEY ALLEGE THAT THEY COULD NOT EASILY DECLARE (TO ANOTHER) WHAT IS THUS SPOKEN UNLESS ONE WERE HIGHLY TESTED, OR ONE WERE AT THE HOUR OF DEATH, (WHEN) THE BISHOP COMES AND WHISPERS INTO THE (EXPIRING ONE'S) EAR. AND THIS KNAVISH DEVICE (IS UNDERTAKEN) FOR THE PURPOSE OF SECURING THE CONSTANT ATTENDANCE UPON THE BISHOP OF (MARCUS') DISCIPLES, AS INDIVIDUALS EAGERLY PANTING TO LEARN WHAT THAT MAY BE WHICH IS SPOKEN AT THE LAST, BY (THE KNOWLEDGE OF) WHICH THE LEARNER WILL BE ADVANCED TO THE RANK OF THOSE ADMITTED INTO THE HIGHER MYSTERIES. AND IN REGARD OF THESE I HAVE MAINTAINED A SILENCE FOR THIS REASON, LEST AT ANY TIME ONE SHOULD SUPPOSE THAT I WAS GUILTY OF DISPARAGING THESE (HERETICS). FOR THIS DOES NOT COME WITHIN THE SCOPE OF OUR PRESENT WORK, ONLY SO FAR AS IT MAY CONTRIBUTE TO PROVE FROM WHAT SOURCE (THE HERETICS) HAVE DERIVED THE STANDING-POINT FROM WHICH THEY HAVE TAKEN OCCASION TO INTRODUCE THE OPINIONS ADVANCED BY THEM. 
CHAP. XXXVII.--MARCUS' SYSTEM EXPLAINED BY IRENAEUS; MARCUS' VISION; THE VISION OF VALENTINUS REVEALING TO HIM HIS SYSTEM. 
FOR ALSO THE BLESSED PRESBYTER IRENAEUS, HAVING APPROACHED THE SUBJECT OF A REFUTATION IN A MORE UNCONSTRAINED SPIRIT, HAS EXPLAINED SUCH WASHINGS AND REDEMPTIONS, STATING MORE IN THE WAY OF A ROUGH DIGEST WHAT ARE THEIR PRACTICES. (AND IT APPEARS THAT SOME OF THE MARCOSIANS,) ON MEETING WITH (IRENAEUS' WORK), DENY THAT THEY HAVE SO RECEIVED (THE SECRET WORD JUST ALLUDED TO), BUT THEY HAVE LEARNED THAT ALWAYS THEY SHOULD DENY. WHEREFORE OUR ANXIETY HAS BEEN MORE ACCURATELY TO INVESTIGATE, AND TO DISCOVER MINUTELY WHAT ARE THE (INSTRUCTIONS) WHICH THEY DELIVER IN THE CASE OF THE FIRST BATH, STYLING IT BY SOME SUCH NAME; AND IN THE CASE OF THE SECOND, WHICH THEY DENOMINATE REDEMPTION. BUT NOT EVEN HAS THIS SECRET OF THEIRS ESCAPED (OUR SCRUTINY). FOR THESE OPINIONS, HOWEVER, WE CONSENT TO PARDON VALENTINUS AND HIS SCHOOL. BUT MARCUS, IMITATING HIS TEACHER, HIMSELF ALSO FEIGNS A VISION, IMAGINING THAT IN THIS WAY HE WOULD BE MAGNIFIED. FOR VALENTINUS LIKEWISE ALLEGES THAT HE HAD SEEN AN INFANT CHILD LATELY BORN; AND QUESTIONING (THIS CHILD), HE PROCEEDED TO INQUIRE WHO IT MIGHT BE. AND (THE CHILD) REPLIED, SAYING THAT HE HIMSELF IS THE LOGOS, AND THEN SUBJOINED A SORT OF TRAGIC LEGEND; AND OUT OF THIS (VALENTINUS) WISHES THE HERESY ATTEMPTED BY HIM TO CONSIST. MARCUS, MAKING A SIMILAR ATTEMPTS WITH THIS (HERETIC), ASSERTS THAT THE TELRAD CAME TO HIM IN THE FORM OF A WOMAN,--SINCE THE WORLD COULD NOT BEAR, HE SAYS, THE MALE (FORM) OF THIS TETRAD, AND THAT SHE REVEALED HERSELF WHO SHE WAS, AND EXPLAINED TO THIS (MARCUS) ALONE THE GENERATION OF THE UNIVERSE, WHICH SHE NEVER HAD REVEALED TO ANY, EITHER OF GODS OR OF MEN, EXPRESSING HERSELF AFTER THIS MODE: WHEN FIRST THE SELF-EXISTENT FATHER, HE WHO IS INCONCEIVABLE AND WITHOUT SUBSTANCE, HE WHO IS NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE, WILLED THAT HIS OWN INEFFABILITY SHOULD BECOME REALIZED IN SOMETHING SPOKEN, AND THAT HIS INVISIBILITY SHOULD BECOME REALIZED IN FORM, HE OPENED HIS MOUTH, AND SENT FORTH SIMILAR TO HIMSELF A LOGOS. AND THIS (LOGOS) STOOD BY HIM, AND SHOWED UNTO HIM WHO HE WAS, VIZ., THAT HE HIMSELF HAD BEEN MANIFESTED AS A (REALIZATION IN) FORM OF THE INVISIBLE ONE. AND THE PRONUNCIATION OF THE NAME WAS OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION. HE WAS ACCUSTOMED TO UTTER THE FIRST WORD OF THE NAME ITSELF, WHICH WAS ARCHE, AND THE SYLLABLE OF THIS WAS (COMPOSED) OF FOUR LETTERS. THEN HE SUBJOINED THE SECOND (SYLLABLE), AND THIS WAS ALSO (COMPOSED) OF FOUR LETTERS. NEXT, HE UTTERED THE THIRD (SYLLABLE), WHICH WAS (COMPOSED) OF TEN LETTERS; AND HE UTTERED THE FOURTH (SYLLABLE), AND THIS WAS (COMPOSED) OF TWELVE LETTERS. THEN ENSUED THE PRONUNCIATION OF THE ENTIRE NAME, (COMPOSED) OF THIRTY LETTERS, BUT OF FOUR SYLLABLES. AND EACH OF THE ELEMENTS HAD ITS OWN PECULIAR LETTERS, AND ITS OWN PECULIAR FORM, AND ITS OWN PECULIAR PRONUNCIATION, AS WELL AS FIGURES AND IMAGES. AND NOT ONE OF THESE WAS THERE THAT BEHOLDS THE FORM OF THAT (LETTER) OF WHICH THIS WAS AN ELEMENT. AND OF COURSE, NONE OF THEM COULD KNOW THE PRONUNCIATION OF THE (LETTER) NEXT TO THIS, BUT (ONLY) AS HE HIMSELF PRONOUNCES IT, (AND THAT IN SUCH A WAY) AS THAT, IN PRONOUNCING THE WHOLE (WORD), HE SUPPOSED THAT HE WAS UTTERING THE ENTIRE (NAME). FOR EACH OF THESE (ELEMENTS), BEING PART OF THE ENTIRE (NAME), HE DENOMINATES (ACCORDING TO) ITS OWN PECULIAR SOUND, AS IF THE WHOLE (OF THE WORD). AND HE DOES NOT INTERMIT SOUNDING UNTIL HE ARRIVED AT THE LAST LETTER OF THE LAST ELEMENT, AND UTTERED IT IN A SINGLE ARTICULATION. THEN HE SAID, THAT THE RESTORATION OF THE ENTIRE ENSUED WHEN ALL THE (ELEMENTS), COMING DOWN INTO THE ONE LETTER, SOUNDED ONE AND THE SAME PRONUNCIATION, AND AN IMAGE OF THE PRONUNCIATION HE SUPPOSED TO EXIST WHEN WE SIMULTANEOUSLY UTTER THE WORD AMEN. AND THAT THESE SOUNDS ARE THOSE WHICH GAVE FORM TO THE INSUBSTANTIAL AND UNBEGOTTEN AEON, AND THAT THOSE FORMS ARE WHAT THE LORD DECLARED TO BE ANGELS--THE (FORMS) THAT UNINTERRUPTEDLY BEHOLD THE FACE OF THE FATHER. 
CHAP. XXXVIII.--MARCUS' SYSTEM OF LETTERS. 
BUT THE GENERIC AND EXPRESSED NAMES OF THE ELEMENTS HE CALLED AEONS, AND LOGOI, AND ROOTS, AND SEEDS, AND PLEROMAS, AND FRUITS. (AND HE MAINTAINS) THAT EVERY ONE OF THESE, AND WHAT WAS PECULIAR TO EACH, IS PERCEIVED AS BEING CONTAINED IN THE NAME OF "ECCLESIA." AND THE FINAL LETTER OF THE LAST ELEMENT SENT FORTH ITS OWN PECULIAR ARTICULATION. AND THE SOUND OF THIS (LETTER) CAME FORTH AND PRODUCED, IN ACCORDANCE WITH IMAGES OF THE ELEMENTS, ITS OWN PECULIAR ELEMENTS. AND FROM THESE HE SAYS THAT THINGS EXISTING HERE WERE GARNISHED, AND THE THINGS ANTECEDENT TO THESE WERE PRODUCED. THE LETTER ITSELF CERTAINLY, OF WHICH THE SOUND WAS CONCOMITANT WITH THE SOUND BELOW, HE SAYS, WAS RECEIVED UP BY ITS OWN SYLLABLE INTO THE COMPLEMENT OF THE ENTIRE (NAME); BUT THAT THE SOUND, AS IF CAST OUTSIDE, REMAINED BELOW. AND THAT THE ELEMENT ITSELF, FROM WHICH THE LETTER ALONG WITH ITS OWN PRONUNCIATION DESCENDED BELOW, HE SAYS, IS (COMPOSED) OF THIRTY LETTERS, AND THAT EACH ONE OF THE THIRTY LETTERS CONTAINS IN ITSELF OTHER LETTERS, BY MEANS OF WHICH THE TITLE OF THE LETTER IS NAMED. AND AGAIN, THAT THE OTHER (LETTERS) ARE NAMED BY DIFFERENT LETTERS, AND THE REST BY DIFFERENT (ONES STILL). SO THAT BY WRITING DOWN THE LETTERS INDIVIDUALLY, THE NUMBER WOULD EVENTUATE IN INFINITY. IN THIS WAY ONE MAY MORE CLEARLY UNDERSTAND WHAT IS SPOKEN. THE ELEMENT DELTA, (HE SAYS,) HAS FIVE LETTERS IN ITSELF, (VIZ.), DELTA, AND EPSILON, AND LAMBDA, AND TAU, AND ALPHA; AND THESE VERY LETTERS ARE (WRITTEN) BY MEANS OF OTHER LETTERS. IF, THEREFORE, THE ENTIRE SUBSTANCE OF THE DELTA EVENTUATES IN INFINITY, (AND IF) DIFFERENT LETTERS INVARIABLY PRODUCE DIFFERENT LETTERS, AND SUCCEED ONE ANOTHER, BY HOW MUCH GREATER THAN THAT ELEMENT IS THE MORE ENORMOUS SEA OF THE LETTERS? AND IF ONE LETTER IS THUS INFINITE, BEHOLD THE ENTIRE NAME'S DEPTH OF THE LETTERS OUT OF WHICH THE PATIENT INDUSTRY, NAY, RATHER (I SHOULD SAY,) THE VAIN TOIL OF MARCUS WISHES THAT THE PROGENITOR (OF THINGS) SHOULD CONSIST! WHEREFORE ALSO (HE MAINTAINS) THAT THE FATHER, WHO KNEW THAT HE WAS INSEPARABLE FROM HIMSELF, GAVE (THIS DEPTH) TO THE ELEMENTS, WHICH HE LIKEWISE DENOMINATES AEONS. AND HE UTTERED ALOUD TO EACH ONE OF THEM ITS OWN PECULIAR PRONUNCIATION, FROM THE FACT THAT ONE COULD NOT PRONOUNCE THE ENTIRE. 
CHAP. XXXIX.--THE QUATERNION EXHIBITS "TRUTH." 
AND (MARCUS ALLEGED) THAT THE QUATERNION, AFTER HAVING EXPLAINED THESE THINGS, SPOKE AS FOLLOWS: "NOW, I WISH ALSO TO EXHIBIT TO YOU TRUTH HERSELF, FOR I HAVE BROUGHT HER DOWN FROM THE MANSIONS ABOVE, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY BEHOLD HER NAKED, AND BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH HER BEAUTY; NAY, ALSO THAT YOU MAY HEAR HER SPEAK, AND MAY MARVEL AT HER WISDOM. OBSERVE," SAYS THE QUATERNION, "THEN, FIRST, THE HEAD ABOVE, ALPHA (AND LONG) O; THE NECK, B AND P; SHOULDERS, ALONG WITH HANDS, G AND C; BREASTS, DELTA AND P; DIAPHRAGM, EU; BELLY, Z AND T; PUDENDA, ETA AND S; THIGHS, T AND R; KNEES, IP; CALVES, KO; ANKLES, LX; FEET, M AND N." THIS IS IN THE BODY OF TRUTH, ACCORDING TO MARCUS. THIS IS THE FIGURE OF THE ELEMENT; THIS THE CHARACTER OF THE LETTER. AND HE STYLES THIS ELEMENT MAN, AND AFFIRMS IT TO BE THE SOURCE OF EVERY WORD, AND THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF EVERY SOUND, AND THE REALIZATION IN SPEECH OF EVERYTHING THAT IS INEFFABLE, AND A MOUTH OF TACITURN SILENCE. AND THIS IS THE BODY OF (TRUTH) HERSELF. BUT DO YOU, RAISING ALOFT THE CONCEIVING POWER OF THE UNDERSTANDING, HEAR FROM THE MOUTHS OF TRUTH THE LOGOS, WHO IS SELF-GENERATOR AND PROGENITOR. 
CHAP. XL.--THE NAME OF CHRIST JESUS. 
BUT, AFTER UTTERING THESE WORDS, (MARCUS DETAILS) THAT TRUTH, GAZING UPON HIM, AND OPENING HER MOUTH, SPOKE THE DISCOURSE (JUST-ALLUDED TO). AND (HE TELLS US) THAT THE DISCOURSE BECAME A NAME, AND THAT THE NAME WAS THAT WHICH WE KNOW AND UTTER, VIZ., CHRIST JESUS, AND THAT AS SOON AS SHE HAD NAMED THIS (NAME) SHE REMAINED SILENT. WHILE MARCUS, HOWEVER, WAS EXPECTING THAT SHE WAS ABOUT TO SAY MORE, THE QUATERNION, AGAIN ADVANCING INTO THE MIDST, SPEAKS AS FOLLOWS: "THOU DIDST REGARD AS CONTEMPTIBLE THIS DISCOURSE WHICH YOU HAVE HEARD FROM THE MOUTH OF TRUTH. AND YET THIS WHICH YOU KNOW AND SEEM LONG SINCE TO POSSESS IS NOT THE NAME; FOR YOU HAVE MERELY THE SOUND OF IT, BUT ARE IGNORANT OF THE POWER. FOR JESUS IS A REMARKABLE NAME, HAVING SIX LETTERS, INVOKED BY ALL BELONGING TO THE CALLED (OF CHRIST); WHEREAS THE OTHER (NAME, THAT IS, CHRIST,) CONSISTS OF MANY PARTS, AND IS AMONG THE (FIVE) AEONS OF THE PLEROMA. (THIS NAME) IS OF ANOTHER FORM AND A DIFFERENT TYPE, AND IS RECOGNIZED BY THOSE EXISTENCES WHO ARE CONNATE WITH HIM, AND WHOSE MAGNITUDES SUBSIST WITH HIM CONTINUALLY. 
CHAP. XLI.--MARCUS' MYSTIC INTERPRETATION OF THE ALPHABET. 
KNOW, (THEREFORE,) THAT THESE LETTERS WHICH WITH YOU ARE (RECKONED AT) TWENTY-FOUR, ARE EMANATIONS FROM THE THREE POWERS, AND ARE REPRESENTATIVE OF THOSE (POWERS) WHICH EMBRACE EVEN THE ENTIRE NUMBER OF THE ELEMENTS. FOR SUPPOSE THAT THERE ARE SOME LETTERS THAT ARE MUTE--NINE OF THEM--OF PATER AND ALETHEIA, FROM THE FACT THAT THESE ARE MUTE--THAT IS, INEFFABLE AND UNUTTERABLE. AND (AGAIN, ASSUME) THAT THERE ARE OTHER (LETTERS THAT ARE) SEMI-VOWELS--EIGHT OF THEM--OF THE LOGOS AND OF ZOE, FROM THE FACT THAT THESE ARE INTERMEDIATE BETWEEN CONSONANTS AND VOWELS, AND RECEIVE THE EMANATION OF THE (LETTERS) ABOVE THEM, BUT THE REFLUX OF THOSE BELOW THEM. AND (LIKEWISE TAKE FOR GRANTED) THAT THERE ARE VOWELS--AND THESE ARE SEVEN--OF ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA, INASMUCH AS THE VOICE OF ANTHROPOS PROCEEDED FORTH, AND IMPARTED FORM TO THE (OBJECTS OF THE) UNIVERSE. FOR THE SOUND OF THE VOICE PRODUCED FIGURE, AND INVESTED THEM WITH IT. FROM THIS IT FOLLOWS THAT THERE ARE LOGOS AND ZOE, WHICH HAVE EIGHT (SEMI-VOWELS); AND ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA, WHICH HAVE SEVEN (VOWELS); AND PATER AND ALETHEIA, WHICH HAVE NINE (MUTES). BUT FROM THE FACT THAT LOGOS WANTED (ONE OF BEING AN OGDOAD), HE WHO IS IN THE FATHER WAS REMOVED (FROM HIS SEAT ON GOD'S RIGHT HAND), AND CAME DOWN (TO EARTH). AND HE WAS SENT FORTH (BY THE FATHER) TO HIM FROM WHOM HE WAS SEPARATED, FOR THE RECTIFICATION OF ACTIONS THAT HAD BEEN COMMITTED. (AND HIS DESCENT TOOK PLACE) IN ORDER THAT THE UNIFYING PROCESS, WHICH IS INHERENT IN AGATHOS, OF THE PLEROMAS MIGHT PRODUCE IN ALL THE SINGLE POWER THAT EMANATES FROM ALL. AND THUS, HE WHO IS OF THE SEVEN (VOWELS) ACQUIRED THE POWER OF THE EIGHT (SEMI-VOWELS); AND THERE WERE PRODUCED THREE TOPOI, CORRESPONDING WITH THE (THREE) NUMBERS (NINE, SEVEN, AND EIGHT), (THESE TOPAI) BEING OGDOADS. AND THESE THREE BEING ADDED ONE TO THE OTHER, EXHIBITED THE NUMBER OF THE TWENTY-FOUR (LETTERS). AND (HE MAINTAINS), OF COURSE, THAT THE THREE ELEMENTS, (WHICH HE HIMSELF AFFIRMS TO BE (ALLIED) WITH THE THREE POWERS BY CONJUGAL UNION, AND WHICH (BY THIS STATE OF DUALITY) BECOME SIX, AND FROM WHICH HAVE EMANATED THE TWENTY-FOUR ELEMENTS,--BEING RENDERED FOURFOLD BY THE QUATERNION'S INEFFABLE WORD, PRODUCE THE SAME NUMBER (TWENTY-FOUR) WITH THESE. AND THESE, HE SAYS, BELONG TO ANONOMASTUS. AND (HE ASSERTS) THAT THESE ARE CONVEYED BY THE SIX POWERS INTO A SIMILARITY WITH AORATUS. AND (HE SAYS) THAT THERE ARE SIX DOUBLE LETTERS OF THESE ELEMENTS, IMAGES OF IMAGES, WHICH, BEING RECKONED ALONG WITH THE TWENTY-FOUR LETTERS, PRODUCE, BY AN ANALOGICAL POWER, THE NUMBER THIRTY. 
CHAP. XLII.--HIS SYSTEM APPLIED TO EXPLAIN OUR LORD'S LIFE AND DEATH. 
AND HE SAYS, AS THE RESULT OF THIS COMPUTATION AND THAT PROPORTION, THAT IN THE SIMILITUDE OF AN IMAGE HE APPEARED WHO AFTER THE SIX DAYS HIMSELF ASCENDED THE MOUNTAIN A FOURTH PERSON, AND BECAME THE SIXTH. AND (HE ASSERTS) THAT HE (LIKEWISE) DESCENDED AND WAS DETAINED BY THE HEBDOMAD, AND THUS BECAME AN ILLUSTIOUS OGDOAD. AND HE CONTAINS IN HIMSELF OF THE ELEMENTS THE ENTIRE NUMBER WHICH HE MANIFESTED, AS HE CAME TO HIS BAPTISM. (AND THE SYMBOL OF MANIFESTATION WAS) THE DESCENT OF THE DOVE, WHICH IS O [MEGA] AND ALPHA, AND WHICH BY THE NUMBER MANIFESTED (BY THESE IS) 801. AND FOR THIS REASON (HE MAINTAINS) THAT MOSES SAYS THAT MAN WAS CREATED ON THE SIXTH DAY. AND (HE ASSERTS) THAT THE DISPENSATION OF SUFFERING (TOOK PLACE) ON THE SIXTH DAY, WHICH IS THE PREPARATION; (AND SO IT WAS) THAT ON THIS (DAY) APPEARED THE LAST MAN FOR THE REGENERATION OF THE FIRST MAN. AND THAT THE BEGINNING AND END OF THIS DISPENSATION IS THE SIXTH HOUR, AT WHICH HE WAS NAILED TO THE (ACCURSED) TREE. FOR (HE SAYS) THAT PERFECT NOUS, KNOWING THE SIX-FOLD NUMBER TO BE POSSESSED OF THE POWER OF PRODUCTION AND REGENERATION, MANIFESTED TO THE SONS OF LIGHT THE REGENERATION THAT HAD BEEN INTRODUCED INTO THIS NUMBER BY THAT ILLUSTRIOUS ONE WHO HAD APPEARED. WHENCE ALSO HE SAYS THAT THE DOUBLE LETTERS INVOLVE THE REMARKABLE NUMBER. FOR THE ILLUSTRIOUS NUMBER, BEING INTERMINGLED WITH THE TWENTY-FOUR ELEMENTS, PRODUCED THE NAME (CONSISTING) OF THE THIRTY LETTERS. 
CHAP. XLIII.- LETTERS, SYMBOLS OF THE HEAVENS. 
HE HAS, HOWEVER, EMPLOYED THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF THE AGGREGATE OF THE SEVEN NUMBERS, IN ORDER THAT THE RESULT OF THE SELF-DEVISED (COUNSEL) MIGHT BE MANIFESTED. UNDERSTAND, HE SAYS, FOR THE PRESENT, THAT REMARKABLE NUMBER TO BE HIM WHO WAS FORMED BY THE ILLUSTRIOUS ONE, AND WHO WAS, AS IT WERE, DIVIDED, AND REMAINED OUTSIDE. AND HE, THROUGH BOTH HIS OWN POWER AND WISDOM, BY MEANS OF THE PROJECTION OF HIMSELF, IMPARTED, IN IMITATION OF THE SEVEN POWERS, ANIMATION TO THIS WORLD, SO AS TO MAKE IT CONSIST OF SEVEN POWERS, AND CONSTITUTED (THIS WORLD) THE SOUL OF THE VISIBLE UNIVERSE. AND THEREFORE, THIS ONE HAS RESORTED TO SUCH ALL OPERATION AS WHAT WAS SPONTANEOUSLY UNDERTAKEN BY HIMSELF; AND THESE MINISTERS, INASMUCH AS THEY ARE IMITATIONS OF THINGS INIMITABLE, UNTO THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE MOTHER. AND THE FIRST HEAVEN SOUNDS ALPHA, AND THE ONE AFTER THAT E [EPSILON], AND THE THIRD ETA, AND THE FOURTH, EVEN THAT IN THE MIDST OF THE SEVEN (VOWELS, ENUNCIATES) THE POWER OF IOTA, AND THE FIFTH OF O [MICRON], AND THE SIXTH OF U [UPSILON], AND THE SEVENTH AND FOURTH FROM THE CENTRAL ONE, O [MEGA]. AND ALL THE POWERS, WHEN THEY ARE CONNECTED TOGETHER IN ONE, EMIT A SOUND, AND GLORIFY THAT (BEING) FROM WHOM THEY HAVE BEEN PROJECTED. AND THE GLORY OF THAT SOUND IS TRANSMITTED UPWARDS TO THE PROGENITOR. AND FURTHERMORE, HE SAYS THAT THE SOUND OF THIS ASCRIPTION OF GLORY BEING CONVEYED TO THE EARTH, BECAME A CREATOR AND PRODUCER OF TERRESTRIAL OBJECTS. AND (HE MAINTAINS) THAT THE PROOF OF THIS (MAY BE DRAWN) FROM THE CASE OF INFANTS RECENTLY BORN, WHOSE SOUL, SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH EXIT FROM THE WOMB UTTERS SIMILARLY THIS SOUND OF EACH ONE OF THE ELEMENTS. AS, THEN, HE SAYS, THE SEVEN POWERS GLORIFY THE LOGOS, SO ALSO DOES THE SORROWING SOUL IN BABES (MAGNIFY HIM). AND ON ACCOUNT OF THIS, HE SAYS, DAVID LIKEWISE HAS DECLARED, "OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES AND SUCKLING’S THOU HAST PERFECTED PRAISE." AND AGAIN, "THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE GLORY OF GOD." WHEN, HOWEVER, THE SOUL IS INVOLVED IN HARDSHIPS, IT UTTERS NO OTHER EXCLAMATION THAN THE O [MEGA], INASMUCH AS IT IS AFFLICTED IN ORDER THAT THE SOUL ABOVE, BECOMING AWARE OF WHAT IS AKIN TO HERSELF (BELOW), MAY SEND DOWN ONE TO HELP THIS (EARTHLY SOUL). 
CHAP. XLIV--RESPECTING THE GENERATION OF THE TWENTY-FOUR LETTERS. 
AND SO FAR FOR THESE POINTS. RESPECTING, HOWEVER, THE GENERATION OF THE TWENTY-FOUR ELEMENTS, HE EXPRESSES HIMSELF THUS: THAT HENOTES COEXISTS WITH MONOTES, AND THAT FROM THESE ISSUE TWO PROJECTIONS, VIZ., MONAS AND HEN, AND THAT THESE BEING ADDED TOGETHER BECOME FOUR, FOR TWICE TWO ARE FOUR. AND AGAIN, THE TWO AND FOUR (PROJECTIONS) BEING ADDED TOGETHER, MANIFESTED THE NUMBER SIX; AND THESE SIX MADE FOURFOLD, PRODUCE THE TWENTY-FOUR FORMS. AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE FIRST TETRAD, AND THEY ARE UNDER STOOD AS HOLY OF HOLIES, AND CANNOT BE EXPRESSED AND THEY ARE RECOGNIZED BY THE SON ALONE. THESE THE FATHER KNOWS WHICH THEY ARE. THOSE NAMES WHICH WITH HIM ARE PRONOUNCED IN SILENCE AND WITH FAITH, ARE ARRHETUS AND SIGE, PATER AND ALETHEIA. AND OF THIS TETRAD THE ENTIRE NUMBER IS (THAT) OF TWENTY-FOUR LETTERS. FOR ARRHETUS HAS SEVEN ELEMENTS, SIGE FIVE, AND PATER FIVE, AND ALETHEIA SEVEN. AND IN LIKE MANNER ALSO (IS IT WITH) THE SECOND TETRAD; (FOR) LOGOS AND ZOE. ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA, EXHIBITED THE SAME NUMBER OF ELEMENTS. AND (HE SAYS) THAT THE EXPRESSED NAME-- (THAT IS, JESUS) --OF THE SAVIOUR CONSISTS OF SIX LETTERS, BUT THAT HIS INEFFABLE NAME, ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THE LETTERS, ONE BY ONE, CONSISTS OF TWENTY-FOUR ELEMENTS, BUT CHRIST A SON OF TWELVE. AND (HE SAYS) THAT THE INEFFABLE (NAME) IN CHRIST CONSISTS OF THIRTY LETTERS, AND THIS EXISTS, ACCORDING TO THE LETTERS L WHICH ARE IN HIM, THE ELEMENTS BEING COUNTED ONE BY ONE. FOR THE (NAME) CHRIST CONSISTS OF EIGHT ELEMENTS; FOR CHI CONSISTS OF THREE, AND R OF TWO, AND EI OF TWO, AND I [IOTA], OF FOUR, S [SIGMA] OF FIVE, AND T OF THREE, AND OU OF TWO, AND SAN OF THREE. THUS, THE INEFFABLE NAME IN CHRIST CONSISTS, THEY ALLEGE, OF THIRTY LETTERS. AND THEY ASSERT THAT FOR THIS REASON HE UTTERS THE WORDS, "I AM ALPHA AND OMEGA," DISPLAYING THE DOVE, WHICH (SYMBOLICALLY) HAS THIS NUMBER, WHICH IS EIGHT HUNDRED AND ONE. 
CHAP. XLV.--WHY JESUS IS CALLED ALPHA. 
NOW JESUS POSSESSES THIS INEFFABLE GENERATION. FOR FROM THE MOTHER OF THE UNIVERSE, I MEAN THE FIRST TETRAD, PROCEEDED FORTH, IN THE MANNER OF A DAUGHTER, THE SECOND TETRAD. AND IT BECAME AN OGDOAD, FROM WHICH PROCEEDED FORTH THE DECADE; AND THUS, WAS PRODUCED TEN, AND NEXT EIGHTEEN. THE DECADE, THEREFORE, COMING IN ALONG WITH THE OGDOAD, AND RENDERING IT TENFOLD, PRODUCED THE NUMBER EIGHTY; AND AGAIN, MAKING EIGHTY TENFOLD, GENERATED THE NUMBER EIGHT HUNDRED. AND SO, IT IS THAT THE ENTIRE NUMBER OF LETTERS THAT PROCEEDED FORTH FROM OGDOAD INTO DECADE IS EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT, WHICH IS JESUS; FOR THE NAME JESUS, ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER IN LETTERS, IS EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT. NOW LIKEWISE THE GREEK ALPHABET HAS EIGHT MONADS AND EIGHT DECADES, AND EIGHT HECATONTADS; AND THESE EXHIBIT THE CALCULATED SUM OF EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT, THAT IS, JESUS, WHO CONSISTS OF ALL NUMBERS. AND THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT HE IS CALLED ALPHA (AND OMEGA), INDICATING HIS GENERATION (TO BE) FROM ALL. 
CHAP. XLVI.--MARCUS' ACCOUNT OF THE BIRTH AND LIFE OF OUR LORD. 
BUT CONCERNING THE CREATION OF THIS (JESUS), HE EXPRESSES HIMSELF THUS: THAT POWERS EMANATING FROM THE SECOND TETRAD FASHIONED JESUS, WHO APPEARED ON EARTH, AND THAT THE ANGEL GABRIEL FILLED THE PLACE OF THE LOGOS, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT OF ZOE, AND THE "POWER OF THE HIGHEST" THAT OF ANTHROPOS, AND THE VIRGIN THAT OF ECCLESIA. AND SO, IT WAS, IN MARCUS' SYSTEM, THAT THE MAN (WHO APPEARED) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DISPENSATION WAS BORN THROUGH MARY. AND WHEN HE CAME TO THE WATER, (HE SAYS) THAT HE DESCENDED LIKE A DOVE UPON HIM WHO HAD ASCENDED ABOVE AND FILLED THE TWELFTH NUMBER. AND IN HIM RESIDES THE SEED OF THESE, THAT IS, SUCH AS ARE SOWN ALONG WITH HIM, AND THAT DESCEND WITH (HIM), AND ASCEND WITH (HIM). AND THAT THIS POWER WHICH DESCENDED UPON HIM, HE SAYS, IS THE SEED OF THE PLEROMA, WHICH CONTAINS IN ITSELF BOTH THE FATHER AND THE SON, AND THE UNNAMABLE POWER OF SIGE, WHICH IS RECOGNIZED THROUGH THESE AND ALL THE AEONS. AND THAT THIS (SEED) IS THE SPIRIT WHICH IS IN HIM AND SPOKE IN HIM THROUGH THE MOUTH OF THE SON, THE CONFESSION OF HIMSELF AS SON OF MAN, AND OF HIS BEING ONE WHO WOULD MANIFEST THE FATHER; (AND THAT) WHEN THIS SPIRIT CAME DOWN UPON JESUS, HE WAS UNITED WITH HIM. THE SAVIOUR, WHO WAS OF THE DISPENSATION, HE SAYS, DESTROYED DEATH, WHEREAS HE MADE KNOWN THE FATHER CHRIST (JESUS). HE SAYS THAT JESUS, THEREFORE, IS THE NAME OF THE MAN OF THE DISPENSATION, AND THAT IT HAS BEEN SET FORTH FOR THE ASSIMILATION AND FORMATION OF ANTHROPOS, WHO WAS ABOUT TO DESCEND UPON HIM; AND THAT WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED HIM UNTO HIMSELF, HE RETAINED POSSESSION OF HIM. AND (HE SAYS) THAT HE WAS ANTHROPOS, (THAT) HE (WAS) LOGOS, (THAT) HE (WAS) PATER, AND ARRHETUS, AND SIGE, AND ALETHEIA, AND ECCLESIA, AND ZOE. 
CHAP. XLVII.--THE SYSTEM OF MARCUS SHOWN TO BE THAT OF PYTHAGORAS, BY QUOTATIONS FROM THE WRITINGS OF MARCUS' FOLLOWERS. 
I TRUST, THEREFORE, THAT AS REGARDS THESE DOCTRINES IT IS OBVIOUS TO ALL POSSESSED OF A SOUND MIND, THAT (THESE TENETS) ARE UNAUTHORITATIVE, AND FAR REMOVED FROM THE KNOWLEDGE THAT IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH RELIGION, AND ARE MERE PORTIONS OF ASTROLOGICAL DISCOVERY, AND THE ARITHMETICAL ART OF THE PYTHAGOREANS. AND THIS ASSERTION, YE WHO ARE DESIROUS OF LEARNING SHALL ASCERTAIN (TO BE TRUE, BY A REFERENCE TO THE PREVIOUS BOOKS, WHERE,) AMONGST OTHER OPINIONS ELUCIDATED BY US, WE HAVE EXPLAINED THESE DOCTRINES LIKEWISE. IN ORDER, HOWEVER, THAT WE MAY PROVE IT A MORE-CLEAR STATEMENT, VIZ., THAT THESE (MARCOSIANS) ARE DISCIPLES NOT OF CHRIST BUT OF PYTHAGORAS, I SHALL PROCEED TO EXPLAIN THOSE OPINIONS THAT HAVE BEEN DERIVED (BY THESE HERETICS) FROM PYTHAGORAS CONCERNING THE METEORIC (PHENOMENA) OF THE STARTS AS FAR AS IT IS POSSIBLE (TO DO SO) BY AN EPITOME. NOW THE PYTHAGOREANS MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS: THAT THE UNIVERSE CONSISTS OF A MON AD AND DUAD, AND THAT BY RECKONING FROM A MONAD AS FAR AS FOUR THEY THUS GENERATE A DECADE. AND AGAIN, A DUAD COMING FORTH AS FAR AS THE REMARKABLE (LETTER), FOR INSTANCE, TWO AND FOUR AND SIX, EXHIBITED THE (NUMBER) TWELVE. AND AGAIN, IF WE RECKON FROM THE DUAD TO THE DECADE, THIRTY IS PRODUCED; AND IN THIS ARE COMPRISED THE OGDOAD, AND DECADE, AND DODECADE. AND THEREFORE, ON ACCOUNT OF IT HAVING THE REMARKABLE (LETTER), THE DODECADE HAS CONCOMITANT WITH IT A REMARKABLE PASSION. AND FOR THIS REASON (THEY MAINTAIN) THAT WHEN AN ERROR HAD ARISEN RESPECTING THE TWELFTH NUMBER, THE SHEEP SKIPPED FROM THE FLOCK AND WANDERED AWAY; FOR THAT THE APOSTASY TOOK PLACE, THEY SAY, IN LIKE MANNER FROM THE DECADE. AND WITH A SIMILAR REFERENCE TO THE DODECADE, THEY SPEAK OF THE PIECE OF MONEY WHICH, ON LOSING, A WOMAN, HAVING LIT A CANDLE, SEARCHED FOR DILIGENTLY. (AND THEY MAKE A SIMILAR APPLICATION) OF THE LOSS (SUSTAINED) IN THE CASE OF THE ONE SHEEP OUT OF THE NINETY AND NINE; AND ADDING THESE ONE INTO THE OTHER, THEY GIVE A FABULOUS ACCOUNT OF NUMBERS. AND IN THIS WAY, THEY AFFIRM, WHEN THE ELEVEN IS MULTIPLIED INTO NINE, THAT IT PRODUCES THE NUMBER NINETY AND NINE; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT THAT IT IS SAID THAT THE WORD AMEN EMBRACES THE NUMBER NINETY-NINE. AND IN REGARD OF ANOTHER NUMBER THEY EXPRESS THEMSELVES IN THIS MANNER: THAT THE LETTER ETA ALONG WITH THE REMARKABLE ONE CONSTITUTES ALL OGDOAD, AS IT IS SITUATED IN THE EIGHTH PLACE FROM ALPHA. THEN, AGAIN, COMPUTING THE NUMBER OF THESE ELEMENTS WITHOUT THE REMARKABLE (LETTER), AND ADDING THEM TOGETHER UP TO ETA, THEY EXHIBIT THE NUMBER THIRTY. FOR ANY ONE BEGINNING FROM THE ALPHA TO THE ETA WILL, AFTER SUBTRACTING THE REMARKABLE (LETTER), DISCOVER THE NUMBER OF THE ELEMENTS TO BE THE NUMBER THIRTY. SINCE, THEREFORE, THE NUMBER THIRTY IS UNIFIED FROM THE THREE POWERS; WHEN MULTIPLIED THRICE INTO ITSELF IT PRODUCED NINETY, FOR THRICE THIRTY IS NINETY, (AND THIS TRIAD WHEN MULTIPLIED INTO ITSELF PRODUCED NINE). IN THIS WAY THE OGDOAD BROUGHT FORTH THE NUMBER NINETY-NINE FROM THE FIRST OGDOAD, AND DECADE, AND DODECADE. AND AT ONE TIME THEY COLLECT THE NUMBER OF THIS (TRIO) INTO AN ENTIRE SUM, AND PRODUCE A TRIACONTAD; WHEREAS AT ANOTHER TIME THEY SUBTRACT TWELVE, AND RECKON IT AT ELEVEN. AND IN LIKE MANNER, (THEY SUBTRACT) TEN AND MAKE IT NINE. AND CONNECTING THESE ONE INTO THE OTHER, AND MULTIPLYING THEM TENFOLD, THEY COMPLETE THE NUMBER NINETY-NINE. SINCE, HOWEVER, THE TWELFTH AEON, HAVING LEFT THE ELEVEN (AEONS ABOVE), AND DEPARTING DOWNWARDS, WITHDREW, THEY ALLEGE THAT EVEN THIS IS CORRELATIVE (WITH THE LETTERS). FOR THE FIGURE OF THE LETTERS TEACHES (US AS MUCH). FOR L IS PLACED ELEVENTH OF THE LETTERS, AND THIS L IS THE NUMBER THIRTY. AND (THEY SAY) THAT THIS IS PLACED ACCORDING TO AN IMAGE OF THE DISPENSATION ABOVE; SINCE FROM ALPHA, IRRESPECTIVE OF THE REMARKABLE (LETTER), THE NUMBER OF THE LETTERS THEMSELVES, ADDED TOGETHER UP TO L, ACCORDING TO THE AUGMENTATION OF THE LETTERS WITH THE L ITSELF, PRODUCES THE NUMBER NINETY-NINE. BUT THAT THE L, SITUATED IN THE ELEVENTH (OF THE ALPHABET), CAME DOWN TO SEARCH AFTER THE NUMBER SIMILAR TO ITSELF, IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT FILL UP THE TWELFTH NUMBER, AND THAT WHEN IT WAS DISCOVERED IT WAS FILLED UP, IS MANIFEST FROM THE SHAPE ITSELF OF THE LETTER. FOR LAMBDA, WHEN IT ATTAINED UNTO, AS IT WERE, THE INVESTIGATION OF WHAT IS SIMILAR TO ITSELF, AND WHEN IT FOUND SUCH AND SNATCHED IT AWAY, FILLED UP THE PLACE OF THE TWELFTH, THE LETTER M, WHICH IS COMPOSED OF TWO LAMBDAS. AND FOR THIS REASON (IT WAS) THAT THESE (ADHERENTS OF MARCUS), THROUGH THEIR KNOWLEDGE, AVOID THE PLACE OF THE NINETY-NINE, THAT IS, THE HYSTEREMA, A TYPE OF THE LEFT HAND, AND FOLLOW AFTER THE ONE WHICH, ADDED TO NINETY-NINE, THEY SAY WAS TRANSFERRED TO HIS OWN RIGHT HAND. 
CHAP. XLVIII.--THEIR COSMOGONY FRAMED ACCORDING TO THESE MYSTIC DOCTRINES OF LETTERS. 
AND BY THE MOTHER, THEY ALLEGE, WERE CREATED FIRST THE FOUR ELEMENTS, WHICH, THEY SAY, ARE FIRE, WATER, EARTH, AIR; AND THESE HAVE BEEN PROJECTED AS AN IMAGE OF THE TETRAD ABOVE; AND RECKONING THE ENERGIES OF THESE--FOR INSTANCE, AS HOT, COLD, MOIST, DRY--THEY ASSERT THAT THEY ACCURATELY PORTRAY THE OGDOAD. AND NEXT THEY COMPUTE TEN POWERS THUS. (THERE ARE, THEY SAY,) SEVEN ORBICULAR BODIES, WHICH THEY LIKEWISE CALL HEAVENS. THERE IS NEXT A CIRCLE CONTAINING THESE WITHIN ITS COMPASS, AND THIS ALSO THEY NAME AN EIGHTH HEAVEN: AND IN ADDITION TO THESE, THEY AFFIRM THE EXISTENCE OF BOTH A SUN AND MOON. AND THESE BEING TEN IN NUMBER, THEY SAY, ARE IMAGES OF THE INVISIBLE DECADE THAT (EMANATED) FROM LOGOS AND ZOE. (THEY AFFIRM,) HOWEVER, THAT THE DODECADE IS INDICATED BY WHAT IS TERMED THE ZODIACAL CIRCLE. FOR THESE TWELVE ZODIACAL SIGNS, THEY SAY, MOST EVIDENTLY SHADOWED FORTH THE DAUGHTER OF ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA, NAMELY THE DODECADE. AND SINCE, HE SAYS, THE UPPER HEAVEN HAS BEEN UNITED FROM AN OPPOSITE DIRECTION TO THE REVOLUTIONARY MOTION, WHICH IS MOST RAPID, OF THE ENTIRE (OF THE SIGNS); AND SINCE (THIS HEAVEN) WITHIN ITS CAVITY RETARDS, AND BY ITS SLOWNESS COUNTERPOISES, THE VELOCITY OF THOSE (SIGNS), SO THAT IN THIRTY YEARS IT ACCOMPLISHES ITS CIRCUIT FROM SIGN TO SIGN,--THEY THEREFORE ASSERT THAT THIS (HEAVEN) IS AN IMAGE OF HOROS, WHO ENCIRCLES THE MOTHER OF THESE, WHO HAS THIRTY NAMES. AND, AGAIN, (THEY AFFIRM) THAT THE MOON, WHICH TRAVERSES THE HEAVEN IN THIRTY DAYS, BY REASON OF (THESE) DAYS PORTRAYS THE NUMBER OF THE AEONS. AND (THEY SAY) THAT THE SUN, PERFORMING ITS CIRCUIT, AND TERMINATING ITS EXACT RETURN TO ITS FIRST POSITION IN ITS ORBIT IN TWELVE MONTHS, MANIFESTS THE DODECADE. AND ALSO (THEY SAY) THAT THE DAYS THEMSELVES, INVOLVING THE MEASURE OF TWELVE HOURS, CONSTITUTE A TYPE OF THE EMPTY DODECADE; AND THAT THE CIRCUMFERENCE OF THE ACTUAL ZODIACAL CIRCLE CONSISTS OF THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY DEGREES, AND THAT EACH ZODIACAL SIGN POSSESSES THIRTY DIVISIONS. IN THIS WAY, THEREFORE, EVEN BY MEANS OF THE CIRCLE, THEY MAINTAIN THAT THE IMAGE IS PRESERVED OF THE CONNECTION OF THE TWELVE WITH THE THIRTY. BUT, MOREOVER, ALLEGING THAT THE EARTH WAS DIVIDED INTO TWELVE REGIONS, AND THAT ACCORDING TO EACH PARTICULAR REGION IT RECEIVES ONE POWER BY THE LATTER'S BEING SENT DOWN FROM THE HEAVENS, AND THAT IT PRODUCES CHILDREN CORRESPONDING IN LIKENESS UNTO THE POWER WHICH TRANSMITTED (THE LIKENESS) BY EMANATION; (FOR THIS REASON) THEY ASSERT THAT EARTH IS A TYPE OF THE DODECADE ABOVE. 
CHAP. XLIX.--THE WORK OF THE DEMIURGE PERISHABLE. 
AND IN ADDITION TO THESE (POINTS, THEY LAY DOWN) THAT THE DEMIURGE OF THE SUPERNAL OGDOAD, DESIROUS OF IMITATING THE INDEFINITE, AND EVERLASTING, AND ILLIMITABLE (ONE), AND (THE ONE) NOT SUBJECT TO THE CONDITION OF TIME; AND (THE DEMIURGE) NOT BEING ABLE TO REPRESENT THE STABILITY AND ETERNITY OF THIS (OGDOAD), ON ACCOUNT OF HIS BEING THE FRUIT OF THE HYSTEREMA, TO THIS END APPOINTED TIMES, AND SEASONS, AND NUMBERS, MEASURING MANY YEARS IN REFERENCE TO THE ETERNITY OF THIS (OGDOAD), THINKING BY THE MULTITUDE OF TIMES TO IMITATE ITS INDEFINITENESS. AND HERE THEY SAY, WHEN TRUTH ELUDED HIS PURSUIT, THAT FALSEHOOD FOLLOWED CLOSE UPON HIM; AND THAT ON ACCOUNT OF THIS, WHEN THE TIMES WERE FULFILLED, HIS WORK UNDERWENT DISSOLUTION. 
CHAP. L.--MARCUS AND COLARBASUS REFUTED BY IRENAEUS. 
THESE ASSERTIONS, THEN, THOSE WHO ARE OF THE SCHOOL OF VALENTINUS ADVANCE CONCERNING BOTH THE CREATION AND THE UNIVERSE, IN EACH CASE PROPAGATING OPINIONS STILL MORE EMPTY. AND THEY SUPPOSE THIS TO CONSTITUTE PRODUCTIVENESS (IN THEIR SYSTEM), IF ANY ONE IN LIKE MANNER, MAKING SOME GREATER DISCOVERY, WILL APPEAR TO WORK WONDERS. AND FINDING, (AS THEY INSINUATE,) EACH OF THE PARTICULARS OF SCRIPTURE TO ACCORD WITH THE AFORESAID NUMBERS, THEY (ATTEMPT TO) CRIMINATE MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, ALLEGING THAT THESE SPEAK ALLEGORICALLY OF THE MEASURES OF THE AEONS. AND INASMUCH AS THESE STATEMENTS ARE TRIFLING AND UNSTABLE, IT DOES NOT APPEAR TO ME EXPEDIENT TO BRING THEM BEFORE (THE READER. THIS, HOWEVER, IS THE LESS REQUISITE,) AS NOW THE BLESSED PRESBYTER IRENAEUS HAS POWERFULLY AND ELABORATELY REFUTED THE OPINIONS OF THESE (HERETICS). AND TO HIM WE ARE INDEBTED FOR A KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR INVENTIONS, (AND HAVE THEREBY SUCCEEDED IN) PROVING THAT THESE HERETICS, APPROPRIATING THESE OPINIONS FROM THE PYTHAGOREAN PHILOSOPHY, AND FROM OVER-SPUN THEORIES OF THE ASTROLOGERS, CAST AN IMPUTATION UPON CHRIST, AS THOUGH HE HAD DELIVERED THESE (DOCTRINES). BUT SINCE I SUPPOSE THAT THE WORTHLESS OPINIONS OF THESE MEN HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED, AND THAT IT HAS BEEN CLEARLY PROVED WHOSE DISCIPLES ARE MARCUS AND COLARBASUS, WHO WERE SUCCESSORS OF THE SCHOOL OF VALENTINUS, LET US SEE WHAT STATEMENT LIKEWISE BASILIDES ADVANCES. 
HIPPOLYTUS: REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES
BOOK VII.
THE FOLLOWING ARE THE CONTENTS OF THE SEVENTH BOOK OF THE REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES: WHAT THE OPINION OF BASILIDES IS, AND THAT, BEING STRUCK WITH THE DOCTRINES OF ARISTOTLE, HE OUT OF THESE FRAMED HIS HERESY. AND WHAT ARE THE STATEMENTS OF SATURNILUS, WHO FLOURISHED MUCH ABOUT THE TIME OF BASILIDES. AND HOW MENANDER ADVANCED THE ASSERTION THAT THE WORLD WAS MADE BY ANGELS. WHAT IS THE FOLLY OF MARCION, AND THAT HIS TENET IS NOT NEW, NOR (TAKEN) OUT OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, BUT THAT HE OBTAINS IT FROM EMPEDOCLES? HOW CARPOCRATES ACTS SILLILY, IN HIMSELF ALSO ALLEGING THAT EXISTING THINGS WERE MADE BY ANGELS. THAT CERINTHUS, IN NO WISE INDEBTED TO THE SCRIPTURES, FORMED HIS OPINION (NOT OUT OF THEM), BUT FROM THE TENETS OF THE EGYPTIANS. WHAT ARE THE OPINIONS PROPOUNDED BY THE EBIONAEANS, AND THAT THEY IN PREFERENCE ADHERE TO JEWISH CUSTOMS? HOW THEODOTUS HAS BEEN A VICTIM OF ERROR, DERIVING CONTRIBUTIONS TO HIS SYSTEM PARTLY FROM THE EBIONAEANS, (PARTLY FROM CERINTHUS.) AND WHAT WERE THE OPINIONS OF CERDON, WHO BOTH ENUNCIATED THE DOCTRINES OF EMPEDOCLES, AND WHO WICKEDLY INDUCED MARCION TO STEP FORWARD. AND HOW LUCIAN, WHEN HE HAD BECOME A DISCIPLE OF MARCION, HAVING DIVESTED HIMSELF OF ALL SHAME, BLASPHEMED GOD FROM TIME TO TIME. AND APELLES ALSO, HAVING BECOME A DISCIPLE OF THIS (HERETIC), WAS NOT IN THE HABIT OF ADVANCING THE SAME OPINIONS WITH HIS PRECEPTOR; BUT BEING ACTUATED (IN THE FORMATION OF HIS SYSTEM) FROM THE TENETS OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHERS, ASSUMED THE SUBSTANCE OF THE UNIVERSE AS THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE OF THINGS. 
CHAP. I.--HERESY COMPARED TO THE STORMY OCEAN, THE ROCKS OF THE SIRENS; MORAL FROM ULYSSES AND THE SIRENS. 
THE PUPILS OF THESE MEN, WHEN THEY PERCEIVE THE DOCTRINES OF THE HERETICS TO BE LIKE UNTO THE OCEAN WHEN TOSSED INTO WAVES BY VIOLENCE OF THE WINDS, OUGHT TO SAIL PAST IN QUEST OF THE TRANQUIL HAVEN. FOR A SEA OF THIS DESCRIPTION IS BOTH INFESTED WITH WILD BEASTS AND DIFFICULT OF NAVIGATION, LIKE, AS WE MAY SAY, THE SICILIAN (SEA), IN WHICH THE LEGEND REPORTS WERE CYCLOPS, AND CHARYBDIS, AND SCYLLA, AND THE ROCK OF THE SIRENS. NOW, THE POETS OF THE GREEKS ALLEGE THAT ULYSSES SAILED THROUGH (THIS CHANNEL), ADROITLY USING (TO HIS OWN PURPOSE) THE TERRIBLENESS OF THESE STRANGE MONSTERS. FOR THE SAVAGE CRUELTY (IN THE ASPECT) OF THESE TOWARDS THOSE WHO WERE SAILING THROUGH WAS REMARKABLE. THE SIRENS, HOWEVER, SINGING SWEETLY AND HARMONIOUSLY, BEGUILED THE VOYAGERS, LURING, BY REASON OF THEIR MELODIOUS VOICE, THOSE WHO HEARD IT, TO STEER THEIR VESSELS TOWARDS (THE PROMONTORY). THE (POETS) REPORT THAT ULYSSES, ON ASCERTAINING THIS, SMEARED WITH WAX THE EARS OF HIS COMPANIONS, AND, LASHING HIMSELF TO THE MAST, SAILED, FREE OF DANGER, PAST THE SIRENS, HEARING THEIR CHANT DISTINCTLY. AND MY ADVICE TO MY READERS IS TO ADOPT A SIMILAR EXPEDIENT, VIZ., EITHER ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR INFIRMITY TO SMEAR THEIR EARS WITH WAX, AND SAIL (STRAIGHT ON) THROUGH THE TENETS OF THE HERETICS, NOT EVEN LISTENING TO (DOCTRINES) THAT ARE EASILY CAPABLE OF ENTICING THEM INTO PLEASURE, LIKE THE LUSCIOUS LAY OF THE SIRENS, OR, BY BINDING ONE'S SELF TO THE CROSS OF CHRIST, (AND) HEARKENING WITH FIDELITY (TO HIS WORDS), NOT TO BE DISTRACTED, INASMUCH AS HE HAS REPOSED HIS TRUST IN HIM TO WHOM ERE THIS HE HAS BEEN FIRMLY KNIT, AND (I ADMONISH THAT MAN) TO CONTINUE STEDFASTLY (IN THIS FAITH). 
CHAP. II.--THE SYSTEM OF BASILIDES DERIVED FROM ARISTOTLE. 
SINCE, THEREFORE, IN THE SIX BOOKS PRECEDING THIS, WE HAVE EXPLAINED PREVIOUS (HERETICAL OPINIONS), IT NOW SEEMS PROPER NOT TO BE SILENT RESPECTING THE (DOCTRINES) OF BASILIDES, WHICH ARE THE TENETS OF ARISTOTLE THE STAGYRITE, NOT (THOSE) OF CHRIST. BUT EVEN THOUGH ON A FORMER OCCASION THE OPINIONS PROPOUNDED BY ARISTOTLE HAVE BEEN ELUCIDATED, WE SHALL NOT EVEN NOW SCRUPLE TO SET THEM DOWN BEFOREHAND IN A SORT OF SYNOPSIS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENABLING MY READERS, BY MEANS OF A NEARER COMPARISON OF THE TWO SYSTEMS, TO PERCEIVE WITH FACILITY THAT THE DOCTRINES ADVANCED BY BASILIDES ARE (IN REALITY) THE CLEVER QUIBBLES OF ARISTOTLE. 
CHAP. III.--SKETCH OF ARISTOTLE'S PHILOSOPHY. 
ARISTOTLE, THEN, MAKES A THREEFOLD DIVISION OF SUBSTANCE. FOR ONE PORTION OF IT IS A CERTAIN GENUS, AND ANOTHER A CERTAIN SPECIES, AS THAT (PHILOSOPHER) EXPRESSES IT, AND A THIRD A CERTAIN INDIVIDUAL. WHAT IS INDIVIDUAL, HOWEVER, (IS SO) NOT THROUGH ANY MINUTENESS OF BODY, BUT BECAUSE BY NATURE IT CANNOT ADMIT OF ANY DIVISION WHATSOEVER. THE GENUS, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS A SORT OF AGGREGATE, MADE UP OF MANY AND DIFFERENT GERMS. AND FROM THIS GENUS, JUST AS (FROM) A CERTAIN HEAP, ALL THE SPECIES OF EXISTENT THINGS DERIVE THEIR DISTINCTIONS. AND THE GENUS CONSTITUTES A COMPETENT CAUSE FOR (THE PRODUCTION OF) ALL GENERATED ENTITIES. IN ORDER, HOWEVER, THAT THE FOREGOING STATEMENT MAY BE CLEAR, I SHALL PROVE (MY POSITION) THROUGH AN EXAMPLE. AND BY MEANS OF THIS IT WILL BE POSSIBLE FOR US TO RETRACE OUR STEPS OVER THE ENTIRE SPECULATION OF THE PERIPATETIC (SAGE). 
CHAP. IV.--ARISTOTLE'S GENERAL IDEA. 
WE AFFIRM THE EXISTENCE OF ANIMAL ABSOLUTELY, NOT SOME ANIMAL. AND THIS ANIMAL IS NEITHER OX, NOR HORSE, NOR MAN, NOR GOD; NOR IS IT SIGNIFICANT OF ANY OF THESE AT ALL, BUT IS ANIMAL ABSOLUTELY. FROM THIS ANIMAL THE SPECIES OF ALL PARTICULAR ANIMALS DERIVE THEIR SUBSISTENCE. AND THIS ANIMALITY, ITSELF THE SUMMUM GENUS, CONSTITUTES (THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE) FOR ALL ANIMALS PRODUCED IN THOSE (PARTICULAR) SPECIES, AND (YET IS) NOT (ITSELF ANY ONE) OF THE THINGS GENERATED. FOR MAN IS AN ANIMAL DERIVING THE PRINCIPLE (OF EXISTENCE) FROM THAT ANIMALITY, AND HORSE IS AN ANIMAL DERIVING THE PRINCIPLE OF EXISTENCE FROM THAT ANIMALITY. THE HORSE, AND OX, AND DOG, AND EACH OF THE REST OF THE ANIMALS, DERIVE THE PRINCIPLE (OF EXISTENCE) FROM THE ABSOLUTE ANIMAL, WHILE ANIMALITY ITSELF IS NOT ANY OF THESE. 
CHAP. V.--NONENTITY AS A CAUSE. 
IF, HOWEVER, THIS ANIMALITY IS NOT ANY OF THESE (SPECIES), THE SUBSISTENCE, ACCORDING TO ARISTOTLE, OF THE THINGS THAT ARE GENERATED, DERIVED ITS REALITY FROM NON-EXISTENT ENTITIES. FOR ANIMALITY, FROM WHENCE THESE SINGLY HAVE BEEN DERIVED, IS NOT ANY ONE (OF THEM); AND THOUGH IT IS NOT ANY ONE OF THEM, IT HAS YET BECOME SOME ONE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF EXISTING THINGS. BUT WHO IT IS THAT HAS ESTABLISHED THIS SUBSTANCE AS AN ORIGINATING CAUSE OF WHAT IS SUBSEQUENTLY PRODUCED, WE SHALL DECLARE WHEN WE ARRIVE AT THE PROPER PLACE FOR ENTERTAINING A DISCUSSION OF THIS SORT. 
CHAP. VI.--SUBSTANCE, ACCORDING TO ARISTOTLE; THE PREDICATES. 
SINCE, HOWEVER, AS I HAVE STATED, SUBSTANCE IS THREEFOLD, VIZ., GENUS, SPECIES, (AND) INDIVIDUAL; AND (SINCE) WE HAVE SET DOWN ANIMALITY AS BEING THE GENUS, AND MAN THE SPECIES, AS BEING ALREADY DISTINCT FROM THE MAJORITY OF ANIMALS, BUT NOTWITHSTANDING STILL TO BE IDENTIFIED (WITH ANIMALS OF HIS OWN KIND), INASMUCH AS NOT BEING YET MOLDED INTO A SPECIES OF REALIZED SUBSTANCE,-- (THEREFORE IT IS, THAT) WHEN I IMPART FORM UNDER A NAME TO A MAN DERIVED FROM THE GENUS, I STYLE HIM SOCRATES OR DIOGENES, OR SOME ONE OF THE MANY DENOMINATIONS (IN USE). AND SINCE (IN THIS WAY, I REPEAT,) I COMPREHEND UNDER A NAME THE MAN WHO CONSTITUTES A SPECIES THAT IS GENERATED FROM THE GENUS, I DENOMINATE A SUBSTANCE OF THIS DESCRIPTION INDIVIDUAL. FOR GENUS HAS BEEN DIVIDED INTO SPECIES, AND SPECIES INTO INDIVIDUAL. BUT (AS REGARDS) THE INDIVIDUAL, SINCE IT HAS BEEN COMPREHENDED UNDER A NAME, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE THAT, ACCORDING TO ITS OWN NATURE, IT COULD BE DIVIDED INTO ANYTHING ELSE, AS WE HAVE DIVIDED EACH OF THE FORE-MENTIONED (GENUS AND SPECIES). ARISTOTLE PRIMARILY, AND ESPECIALLY, AND PREEMINENTLY ENTITLES THIS--SUBSTANCE, INASMUCH AS IT CANNOT EITHER BE PREDICATED OF ANY SUBJECT, OR EXIST IN A SUBJECT. HE, HOWEVER, PREDICATES OF THE SUBJECT, JUST AS WITH THE GENUS, WHAT I SAID CONSTITUTED ANIMALITY, (AND WHICH IS) PREDICATED BY MEANS OF A COMMON NAME OF ALL PARTICULAR ANIMALS, SUCH AS OX, HORSE, AND THE REST THAT ARE PLACED UNDER (THIS GENUS). FOR IT IS TRUE TO SAY THAT MAN IS AN ANIMAL, AND HORSE AN ANIMAL, AND THAT OX IS AN ANIMAL, AND EACH OF THE REST. NOW THE MEANING OF THE EXPRESSION "PREDICATED OF A SUBJECT" IS THIS, THAT INASMUCH AS IT IS ONE, IT CAN BE PREDICATED IN LIKE MANNER OF MANY (PARTICULARS), EVEN THOUGH THESE HAPPEN TO BE DIVERSIFIED IN SPECIES. FOR NEITHER DOES HORSE NOR OX DIFFER FROM MAN SO FAR FORTH AS HE IS AN ANIMAL, FOR THE DEFINITION OF ANIMAL IS SAID TO SUIT ALL ANIMALS ALIKE. FOR WHAT IS AN ANIMAL? IF WE DEFINE IT, A GENERAL DEFINITION WILL COMPREHEND ALL ANIMALS. FOR ANIMAL IS AN ANIMATED SUBSTANCE, ENDUED WITH SENSATION. SUCH ARE OX, MAN, HORSE, AND EACH OF THE REST (OF THE ANIMAL KINGDOM). BUT THE MEANING OF THE EXPRESSION "IN A SUBJECT" IS THIS, THAT WHAT IS INHERENT IN ANYTHING, NOT AS A PART, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE SHOULD EXIST SEPARATELY FROM THAT IN WHICH IT IS. BUT THIS CONSTITUTES EACH OF THE ACCIDENTS (RESIDENT) IN SUBSTANCE, AND IS WHAT IS TERMED QUALITY. NOW, ACCORDING TO THIS, WE SAY THAT CERTAIN PERSONS ARE OF SUCH A QUALITY; FOR INSTANCE, WHITE, GREY, BLACK, JUST, UNJUST, TEMPERATE, AND OTHER (CHARACTERISTICS) SIMILAR TO THESE. BUT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANY ONE OF THESE TO SUBSIST ITSELF BY ITSELF; BUT IT MUST INHERE IN SOMETHING ELSE. IF, HOWEVER, NEITHER ANIMAL WHICH I PREDICATE OF ALL INDIVIDUAL ANIMALS, NOR ACCIDENTS WHICH ARE DISCOVERABLE IN ALL THINGS OF WHICH THEY ARE NONESSENTIAL QUALITIES, CAN SUBSIST THEMSELVES BY THEMSELVES, AND (YET IF) INDIVIDUALS ARE FORMED OUT OF THESE, (IT FOLLOWS, THEREFORE, THAT) THE TRIPLY DIVIDED SUBSTANCE, WHICH IS NOT MADE UP OUT OF OTHER THINGS, CONSISTS OF NONENTITIES. IF, THEN, WHAT IS PRIMARILY, AND PRE-EMINENTLY, AND PARTICULARLY DENOMINATED SUBSTANCE CONSISTS OF THESE, IT DERIVES EXISTENCE FROM NONENTITIES, ACCORDING TO ARISTOTLE. 
CHAP. VII.--ARISTOTLE'S COSMOGONY; HIS "PSYCHOLOGY;" HIS "ENTELECHEIA;" HIS THEOLOGY; HIS ETHICS; BASILIDES FOLLOWS ARISTOTLE. 
BUT CONCERNING SUBSTANCE, THE STATEMENTS NOW MADE WILL SUFFICE. BUT NOT ONLY IS SUBSTANCE DENOMINATED GENUS, SPECIES, (AND) INDIVIDUAL, BUT ALSO MATTER, AND FORM, AND PRIVATION. THERE IS, HOWEVER, (AS REGARDS THE SUBSTANCE,) IN THESE NO DIFFERENCE, EVEN THOUGH THE DIVISION BE ALLOWED TO STAND. NOW, INASMUCH AS SUBSTANCE IS OF THIS DESCRIPTION, THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE WORLD HAS TAKEN PLACE ACCORDING TO SOME SUCH PLAN AS THE FOLLOWING. THE WORLD IS DIVIDED, ACCORDING TO ARISTOTLE, INTO VERY NUMEROUS AND DIVERSIFIED PARTS. NOW THE PORTION OF THE WORLD WHICH EXTENDS FROM THE EARTH TO THE MOON IS DEVOID OF FORESIGHT, GUIDELESS, AND IS UNDER THE SWAY OF THAT NATURE ALONE WHICH BELONGS TO ITSELF. BUT ANOTHER (PART OF THE WORLD WHICH LIES) BEYOND THE MOON, AND EXTENDS TO THE SURFACE OF HEAVEN, IS ARRANGED IN THE MIDST OF ALL ORDER AND FORESIGHT AND GOVERNANCE. NOW, THE (CELESTIAL) SUPERFICIES CONSTITUTES A CERTAIN FIFTH SUBSTANCE, AND IS REMOTE FROM ALL THOSE NATURAL ELEMENTS OUT OF WHICH THE COSMICAL SYSTEM DERIVES CONSISTENCE. AND THIS IS A CERTAIN FIFTH SUBSTANCE, ACCORDING TO ARISTOTLE, AS IT WERE, A CERTAIN SUPER-MUNDANE ESSENCE. AND (THIS ESSENCE) HAS BECOME (A LOGICAL NECESSITY) IN HIS SYSTEM, IN ORDER TO ACCORD WITH THE (PERIPATETIC) DIVISION OF THE WORLD. AND (THE TOPIC OF THIS FIFTH NATURE) CONSTITUTES A DISTINCT INVESTIGATION IN PHILOSOPHY. FOR THERE IS EXTANT A CERTAIN DISQUISITION, STYLED A LECTURE ON PHYSICAL (PHENOMENA), IN WHICH HE HAS ELABORATELY TREATED CONCERNING THE OPERATIONS WHICH ARE CONDUCTED BY NATURE AND NOT PROVIDENCE, (IN THE QUARTER OF SPACE EXTENDING) FROM THE EARTH AS FAR AS THE MOON. AND THERE IS ALSO EXTANT BY HIM A CERTAIN OTHER PECULIAR TREATISE ON THE PRINCIPLES OF THINGS (IN THE REGION) BEYOND THE MOON, AND IT BEARS THE FOLLOWING INSCRIPTION: METAPHYSICS. AND ANOTHER PECULIAR DISSERTATION HAS BEEN (WRITTEN) BY HIM, ENTITLED CONCERNING A FIFTH SUBSTANCE, AND IN THIS WORK, ARISTOTLE UNFOLDS HIS THEOLOGICAL OPINIONS. THERE EXISTS SOME SUCH DIVISION OF THE UNIVERSE AS WE HAVE NOW ATTEMPTED TO DELINEATE IN OUTLINE, AND (CORRESPONDING WITH IT IS THE DIVISION) OF THE ARISTOTELIAN PHILOSOPHY. HIS WORK, HOWEVER, (STYLED) CONCERNING THE SOUL, IS OBSCURE. FOR IN THE ENTIRE THREE BOOKS (WHERE HE TREATS OF THIS SUBJECT) IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO SAY CLEARLY WHAT IS ARISTOTLE'S OPINION CONCERNING THE SOUL. FOR, AS REGARDS THE DEFINITION WHICH HE FURNISHES OF SOUL, IT IS EASY (ENOUGH) TO DECLARE THIS; BUT WHAT IT IS THAT IS SIGNIFIED BY THE DEFINITION IS DIFFICULT TO DISCOVER. FOR SOUL, HE SAYS, IS AN ENTELECHEIA OF A NATURAL ORGANIC BODY; (BUT TO EXPLAIN) WHAT THIS IS AT ALL, WOULD REQUIRE A VERY GREAT NUMBER OF ARGUMENTS AND A LENGTHENED INVESTIGATION. AS REGARDS, HOWEVER, THE DEITY, THE ORIGINATOR OF ALL THOSE GLORIOUS OBJECTS IN CREATION, (THE NATURE OF) THIS (FIRST CAUSE) EVEN TO ONE CONDUCTING HIS SPECULATIONS BY A MORE PROLONGED INQUIRY THAN THAT CONCERNING (THE SOUL) IS MORE DIFFICULT TO KNOW THAN THE SOUL ITSELF. THE DEFINITION, HOWEVER, WHICH ARISTOTLE FURNISHES OF THE DEITY IS, I ADMIT, NOT DIFFICULT TO ASCERTAIN, BUT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO COMPREHEND THE MEANING OF IT. FOR, HE SAYS, (THE DEITY) IS A "CONCEPTION OF CONCEPTION;" BUT THIS IS ALTOGETHER A NON-EXISTENT (ENTITY). THE WORLD, HOWEVER, IS INCORRUPTIBLE (AND) ETERNAL, ACCORDING TO ARISTOTLE. FOR IT HAS IN ITSELF NOTHING FAULTY, INASMUCH AS IT IS DIRECTED BY PROVIDENCE AND NATURE. AND ARISTOTLE HAS LAID DOWN DOCTRINES NOT ONLY CONCERNING NATURE AND A COSMICAL SYSTEM, AND PROVIDENCE, AND GOD, BUT HE HAS WRITTEN (MORE THAN THIS); FOR THERE IS EXTANT BY HIM LIKEWISE A CERTAIN TREATISE ON ETHICAL SUBJECTS, AND THESE HE INSCRIBES BOOKS OF ETHICS. BUT THROUGHOUT THESE HE AIMS AT RENDERING THE HABITS OF HIS HEARERS EXCELLENT FROM BEING WORTHLESS. WHEN, THEREFORE, BASILIDES HAS BEEN DISCOVERED, NOT IN SPIRIT ALONE, BUT ALSO IN THE ACTUAL EXPRESSIONS AND NAMES, TRANSFERRING THE TENETS OF ARISTOTLE INTO OUR EVANGELICAL AND SAVING DOCTRINE, WHAT REMAINS, BUT THAT, BY RESTORING WHAT HE HAS APPROPRIATED FROM OTHERS, WE SHOULD PROVE TO THE DISCIPLES OF THIS (HERETIC) THAT CHRIST WILL IN NO WISE PROFIT THEM, INASMUCH AS THEY ARE HEATHENISH? 
CHAP. VIII.--BASILIDES AND ISIDORUS ALLEGE APOSTOLIC SANCTION FOR THEIR SYSTEMS; THEY REALLY FOLLOW ARISTOTLE. 
BASILIDES, THEREFORE, AND ISIDORUS, THE TRUE SON AND DISCIPLE OF BASILIDES, SAY THAT MATTHIAS COMMUNICATED TO THEM SECRET DISCOURSES, WHICH, I BEING SPECIALLY INSTRUCTED, HE HEARD FROM THE SAVIOUR. LET US, THEN, SEE HOW CLEARLY BASILIDES, SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH ISIDORUS, AND THE ENTIRE BAND OF THESE (HERETICS), NOT ONLY ABSOLUTELY BELIES MATTHIAS, BUT EVEN THE SAVIOUR HIMSELF. (TIME) WAS, SAYS (BASILIDES), WHEN THERE WAS NOTHING. NOT EVEN, HOWEVER, DID THAT NOTHING CONSTITUTE ANYTHING OF EXISTENT THINGS; BUT, TO EXPRESS MYSELF UNDISGUISEDLY AND CANDIDLY, AND WITHOUT ANY QUIBBLING, IT IS ALTOGETHER NOTHING. BUT WHEN, HE SAYS, I EMPLOY THE EXPRESSION "WAS," I DO NOT SAY THAT IT WAS; BUT (I SPEAK IN THIS WAY) IN ORDER TO SIGNIFY THE MEANING OF WHAT I WISH TO ELUCIDATE. I AFFIRM THEN, HE SAYS, THAT IT WAS "ALTOGETHER NOTHING." FOR, HE SAYS, THAT IS NOT ABSOLUTELY INEFFABLE WHICH IS NAMED, ALTHOUGH UNDOUBTEDLY WE CALL THIS INEFFABLE, BUT THAT WHICH IS "NON-INEFFABLE." FOR THAT WHICH IS "NON-INEFFABLE" IS NOT DENOMINATED INEFFABLE, BUT IS, HE SAYS, ABOVE EVERY NAME THAT IS NAMED. FOR, HE SAYS, BY NO MEANS FOR THE WORLD ARE THESE NAMES SUFFICIENT, BUT SO MANIFOLD ARE ITS DIVISIONS THAT THERE IS A DEFICIENCY (OF NAMES). AND I DO NOT TAKE IT UPON MYSELF TO DISCOVER, HE SAYS, PROPER DENOMINATIONS FOR ALL THINGS. UNDOUBTEDLY, HOWEVER, ONE OUGHT MENTALLY, NOT BY MEANS OF NAMES, TO CONCEIVE, AFTER AN INEFFABLE MANNER, THE PECULIARITIES (OF THINGS) DENOMINATED. FOR AN EQUIVOCAL TERMINOLOGY, (WHEN EMPLOYED BY TEACHERS,) HAS CREATED FOR THEIR PUPIL’S CONFUSION AND A SOURCE OF ERROR CONCERNING OBJECTS. (THE BASILIDIANS), IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, LAYING HOLD ON THIS BORROWED AND FURTIVELY DERIVED TENET FROM THE PERIPATETIC (SAGE), PLAY UPON THE FOLLY OF THOSE WHO HERD TOGETHER WITH THEM. FOR ARISTOTLE, BORN MANY GENERATIONS BEFORE BASILIDES, FIRST LAYS DOWN A SYSTEM IN THE CATEGORIES CONCERNING HOMONYMOUS WORDS. AND THESE HERETICS BRING THIS (SYSTEM) TO LIGHT AS IF IT WERE PECULIARLY THEIR OWN, AND AS IF IT WERE SOME NOVEL (DOCTRINE), AND SOME SECRET DISCLOSURE FROM THE DISCOURSES OF MATTHIAS. 
CHAP. IX.--BASILIDES ADOPTS THE ARISTOTELIAN DOCTRINE OF "NONENTITY." 
SINCE, THEREFORE, "NOTHING" EXISTED,-- (I MEAN) NOT MATTER, NOR SUBSTANCE, NOR WHAT IS INSUBSTANTIAL, NOR IS ABSOLUTE, NOR COMPOSITE, NOR CONCEIVABLE, NOR INCONCEIVABLE, (NOR WHAT IS SENSIBLE,) NOR DEVOID OF SENSES, NOR MAN, NOR ANGEL, NOR A GOD, NOR, IN SHORT, ANY OF THOSE OBJECTS THAT HAVE NAMES, OR ARE APPREHENDED BY SENSE, OR THAT ARE COGNIZED BY INTELLECT, BUT (ARE) THUS (COGNIZED), EVEN WITH GREATER MINUTENESS, STILL, WHEN ALL THINGS ARE ABSOLUTELY REMOVED,-- (SINCE, I SAY, "NOTHING" EXISTED,) GOD, "NON-EXISTENT,"--WHOM ARISTOTLE STYLES "CONCEPTION OF CONCEPTION," BUT THESE (BASILIDIANS) "NON-EXISTENT,"-INCONCEIVABLY, INSENSIBLY, INDETERMINATELY, INVOLUNTARILY, IMPASSIVELY, (AND) UNACTUATED BY DESIRE, WILLED TO CREATE A WORLD. NOW I EMPLOY, HE SAYS, THE EXPRESSION "WILLED" FOR THE PURPOSE OF SIGNIFYING (THAT HE DID SO) INVOLUNTARILY, AND INCONCEIVABLY, AND INSENSIBLY. AND BY THE EXPRESSION "WORLD" I DO NOT MEAN THAT WHICH WAS SUBSEQUENTLY FORMED ACCORDING TO BREADTH AND DIVISION, AND WHICH STOOD APART; NAY, (FAR FROM THIS,) FOR (I MEAN) THE GERM OF A WORLD. THE GERM, HOWEVER, OF THE WORLD HAD ALL THINGS IN ITSELF. JUST AS THE GRAIN OF MUSTARD COMPRISES ALL THINGS SIMULTANEOUSLY, HOLDING THEM (COLLECTED) TOGETHER WITHIN THE VERY SMALLEST (COMPASS), VIZ. ROOTS, STEM, BRANCHES, LEAVES, AND INNUMERABLE GAINS WHICH ARE PRODUCED FROM THE PLANT, SEEDS AGAIN OF OTHER PLANTS, AND FREQUENTLY OF OTHERS (STILL), THAT ARE PRODUCED (FROM THEM). IN THIS WAY," NON-EXISTENT" GOD MADE THE WORLD OUT OF NONENTITIES, CASTING AND DEPOSITING SOME ONE SEED THAT CONTAINED IN ITSELF A CONGLOMERATION OF THE GERMS OF THE WORLD. BUT IN ORDER THAT I MAY RENDER MORE-CLEAR WHAT IT IS THOSE (HERETICS) AFFIRM, (I SHALL MENTION THE FOLLOWING ILLUSTRATION OF THEIRS.) AS AN EGG OF SOME VARIEGATED AND PARTI-COLORED BIRD,--FOR INSTANCE THE PEACOCK, OR SOME OTHER (BIRD) STILL MORE MANIFOLD AND PARTI-COLORED,--BEING ONE IN REALITY, CONTAINS IN ITSELF NUMEROUS FORMS OF MANIFOLD, AND PARTI-COLORED, AND MUCH COMPOUNDED SUBSTANCES; SO, HE SAYS, THE NONEXISTENT SEED OF THE WORLD, WHICH HAS BEEN DEPOSITED BY THE NON-EXISTENT GOD, CONSTITUTES AT THE SAME TIME THE GERM OF A MULTITUDE OF FORMS AND A MULTITUDE OF SUBSTANCES. 
CHAP. X.--ORIGIN OF THE WORLD; BASILIDES' ACCOUNT OF THE "SONSHIP." 
ALL THINGS, THEREFORE WHATSOEVER IT IS POSSIBLE TO DECLARE, AND WHATEVER, BEING NOT AS YET DISCOVERED, ONE MUST OMIT, WERE LIKELY TO RECEIVE ADAPTATION TO THE WORLD WHICH WAS ABOUT TO BE GENERATED FROM THE SEED. AND THIS (SEED), AT THE REQUISITE SEASONS, INCREASES IN BULK IN A PECULIAR MANNER, ACCORDING TO ACCESSION, AS THROUGH THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF A DEITY SO GREAT, AND OF THIS DESCRIPTION. (BUT THIS DEITY) THE CREATURE CAN NEITHER EXPRESS NOR GRASP BY PERCEPTION. (NOW, ALL THESE THINGS) WERE INHERENT, TREASURED IN THE SEED, AS WE AFTERWARDS OBSERVE IN A NEW-BORN CHILD THE GROWTH OF TEETH, AND PATERNAL SUBSTANCE, AND INTELLECT, AND EVERYTHING WHICH, THOUGH PREVIOUSLY HAVING NO EXISTENCE, ACCRUES UNTO A MAN, GROWING LITTLE BY LITTLE, FROM A YOUTHFUL PERIOD OF LIFE. BUT SINCE IT WOULD BE ABSURD TO SAY THAT ANY PROJECTION OF A NON-EXISTENT GOD BECAME ANYTHING NON-EXISTENT (FOR BASILIDES ALTOGETHER SIRENS AND DREADS THE SUBSTANCES OF THINGS GENERATED IN THE WAY OF PROJECTION FOR, (HE ASKS,) OF WHAT SORT OF PROJECTION IS THERE A NECESSITY, OR OF WHAT SORT OF MATTER MUST WE ASSUME THE PREVIOUS EXISTENCE, IN ORDER THAT GOD SHOULD CONSTRUCT A WORLD, AS THE SPIDER HIS WEB; OR A MORTAL MAN, FOR THE PURPOSE OF WORKING IT, TAKES A (PIECE OF) BRASS OR OF WOOD, OR SOME OTHER OF THE PARTS OF MATTER?),-- (PROJECTION, I SAY, BEING OUT OF THE QUESTION,) CERTAINLY, SAYS (BASILIDES), GOD SPOKE THE WORD, AND IT WAS CARRIED INTO EFFECT. AND THIS, AS THESE MEN ASSERT, IS THAT WHICH HAS BEEN STATED BY MOSES: "LET THERE BE LIGHT, AND THERE WAS LIGHT." WHENCE HE SAYS, CAME THE LIGHT? FROM NOTHING. FOR IT HAS NOT BEEN WRITTEN, HE SAYS, WHENCE, BUT THIS ONLY, (THAT IT CAME) FROM THE VOICE OF HIM WHO SPEAKS THE WORD. AND HE WHO SPEAKS THE WORD, HE SAYS, WAS NON-EXISTENT; NOR WAS THAT EXISTENT WHICH WAS BEING PRODUCED. THE SEED OF THE COSMICAL SYSTEM WAS GENERATED, HE SAYS, FROM NONENTITIES; (AND I MEAN BY THE SEED,) THE WORD WHICH WAS SPOKEN, "LET THERE BE LIGHT." AND THIS, HE SAYS, IS THAT WHICH HAS BEEN STATED IN THE GOSPELS: "HE WAS THE TRUE LIGHT, WHICH LIGHTETH EVERY MAN THAT COMETH INTO THE WORLD." HE DERIVES HIS ORIGINATING PRINCIPLES FROM THAT SEED, AND OBTAINS FROM THE SAME SOURCE HIS ILLUMINATING POWER. THIS IS THAT SEED WHICH HAS IN ITSELF THE ENTIRE CONGLOMERATION OF GERMS. AND ARISTOTLE AFFIRMS THIS TO BE GENIUS, AND IT IS DISTRIBUTED BY HIM INTO INFINITE SPECIES; JUST AS FROM ANIMAL, WHICH IS NON-EXISTENT, WE SEVER OX, HORSE, (AND) MAN. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE COSMICAL SEED BECOMES THE BASIS (FOR A SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENT), THOSE (HERETICS) ASSERT, (TO QUOTE BASILIDES' OWN WORDS:) "WHATSOEVER I AFFIRM," HE SAYS, "TO HAVE BEEN MADE AFTER THESE, ASK NO QUESTION AS TO WHENCE. FOR (THE SEED) HAD ALL SEEDS TREASURED AND REPOSING IN ITSELF, JUST AS NON-EXISTENT ENTITIES, AND WHICH WERE DESIGNED TO BE PRODUCED BY A NON-EXISTENT DEITY." LET US SEE, THEREFORE, WHAT THEY SAY IS FIRST, OR WHAT SECOND, OR WHAT THIRD, (IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF) WHAT IS GENERATED FROM THE COSMICAL SEED. THERE EXISTED, HE SAYS, IN THE SEED ITSELF, A SONSHIP, THREEFOLD, IN EVERY RESPECT OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE WITH THE NON-EXISTENT GOD, (AND) BEGOTTEN FROM NONENTITIES, OF THIS SONSHIP (THUS) INVOLVING A THREEFOLD DIVISION, ONE PART WAS REFINED, (ANOTHER GROSS,) AND ANOTHER REQUIRING PURIFICATION. THE REFINED PORTION, THEREFORE, IN THE FIRST PLACE, SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE EARLIEST DEPOSITION OF THE SEED BY THE NON-EXISTENT ONE, IMMEDIATELY BURST FORTH AND WENT UPWARDS AND HURRIED ABOVE FROM BELOW, EMPLOYING A SORT OF VELOCITY DESCRIBED IN POETRY, "...AS WING OR THOUGHT," AND ATTAINED, HE SAYS, UNTO HIM THAT IS NONEXISTENT. FOR EVERY NATURE DESIRE’S THAT (NONEXISTENT ONE), ON ACCOUNT OF A SUPERABUNDANCE OF BEAUTY AND BLOOM. EACH (NATURE DESIRES THIS), HOWEVER, AFTER A DIFFERENT MODE. THE MORE GROSS PORTION, HOWEVER, (OF THE SONSHIP) CONTINUING STILL IN THE SEED, (AND) BEING A CERTAIN IMITATIVE (PRINCIPLE), WAS NOT ABLE TO HURRY UPWARDS. FOR (THIS PORTION) WAS MUCH MORE DEFICIENT IN THE REFINEMENT THAT THE SONSHIP POSSESSED, WHICH THROUGH ITSELF HURRIED UPWARDS, (AND SO THE MORE GROSS PORTION) WAS LEFT BEHIND. THEREFORE, THE MORE GROSS SONSHIP EQUIPPED IT SELF WITH SOME SUCH WING AS PLATO, THE PRECEPTOR OF ARISTOTLE, FASTENS ON THE SOUL IN (HIS) PHOEDRUS. AND BASILIDES STYLES SUCH, NOT A WING, BUT HOLY SPIRIT; AND SONSHIP INVESTED IN THIS (SPIRIT) CONFERS BENEFITS, AND RECEIVES THEM IN TURN. HE CONFERS BENEFITS, BECAUSE, AS A WING OF A BIRD, WHEN REMOVED FROM THE BIRD, WOULD NOT OF ITSELF SOAR HIGH UP AND ALOFT; NOR, AGAIN, WOULD A BIRD, WHEN DISENGAGED FROM ITS PINION, AT ANY TIME SOAR HIGH UP AND ALOFT; (SO, IN LIKE MANNER,) THE SONSHIP INVOLVED SOME SUCH RELATION IN REFERENCE TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND THE SPIRIT IN REFERENCE TO THE SONSHIP. FOR THE SONSHIP, CARRIED UPWARDS BY THE SPIRIT AS BY A WING, BEARS ALOFT (IN TURN) ITS PINION, THAT IS, THE SPIRIT. AND IT APPROACHES THE REFINED SONSHIP, AND THE NON-EXISTENT GOD, EVEN HIM WHO FABRICATED THE WORLD OUT OF NONENTITIES. HE WAS NOT, (HOWEVER,) ABLE TO HAVE THIS (SPIRIT) WITH (THE SONSHIP) ITSELF; FOR IT WAS NOT OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE (WITH GOD), NOR HAS IT (ANY) NATURE (IN COMMON) WITH THE SONSHIP. BUT AS PURE AND DRY AIR IS CONTRARY TO (THEIR) NATURE, AND DESTRUCTIVE TO FISHES; SO, IN CONTRARIETY TO THE NATURE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WAS THAT PLACE SIMULTANEOUSLY OF NON-EXISTENT DEITY AND SONSHIP, (A PLACE) MORE INEFFABLE THAN INEFFABLE (ENTITIES), AND HIGHER UP THAN ALL NAMES. SONSHIP, THEREFORE, LEFT THIS (SPIRIT) NEAR THAT BLESSED PLACE, WHICH CANNOT BE CONCEIVED OR REPRESENTED BY ANY EXPRESSION. (HE LEFT THE SPIRIT) NOT ALTOGETHER DESERTED OR SEPARATED FROM THE SONSHIP; NAY, (FAR FROM IT,) FOR IT IS JUST AS WHEN A MOST FRAGRANT OINTMENT IS PUT INTO A VESSEL, THAT, EVEN THOUGH (THE VESSEL) BE EMPTIED (OF IT) WITH EVER SO MUCH CARE, NEVERTHELESS SOME ODOR OF THE OINTMENT STILL REMAINS, AND IS LEFT BEHIND, EVEN AFTER (THE OINTMENT) IS SEPARATED FROM THE VESSEL; AND THE VESSEL RETAINS AN ODOR OF OINTMENT, THOUGH (IT CONTAIN) NOT THE OINTMENT (ITSELF). SO, THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS CONTINUED WITHOUT ANY SHARE IN THE SONSHIP, AND SEPARATED (FROM IT), AND HAS IN ITSELF, SIMILARLY WITH OINTMENT, ITS OWN POWER, A SAVOR OF SONSHIP. AND THIS IS WHAT HAS BEEN DECLARED: "AS THE OINTMENT UPON THE HEAD WHICH DESCENDED TO THE BEARD OF AARON." THIS IS THE SAVOR FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT BORNE DOWN FROM ABOVE, AS FAR AS FORMLESSNESS, AND THE INTERVAL (OF SPACE) IN THE VICINITY OF OUR WORLD. AND FROM THIS THE SON BEGAN TO ASCEND, SUSTAINED AS IT WERE, SAYS (BASILIDES), UPON EAGLES' WINGS, AND UPON THE BACK. FOR, HE SAYS, ALL (ENTITIES) HASTEN UPWARDS FROM BELOW, FROM THINGS INFERIOR TO THOSE THAT ARE SUPERIOR. FOR NOT ONE OF THOSE THINGS THAT ARE AMONG THINGS SUPERIOR, IS SO SILLY AS TO DESCEND BENEATH. THE THIRD SONSHIP, HOWEVER, THAT WHICH REQUIRES PURIFICATION, HAS CONTINUED, HE SAYS, IN THE VAST CONGLOMERATION OF ALL GERMS CONFERRING BENEFITS AND RECEIVING THEM. BUT IN WHAT MANNER IT IS THAT (THE THIRD SONSHIP) RECEIVES BENEFITS AND CONFERS THEM, WE SHALL AFTERWARDS DECLARE WHEN WE COME TO THE PROPER PLACE FOR DISCUSSING THIS QUESTION. 
CHAP. XI.--THE "GREAT ARCHON" OF BASILIDES. 
WHEN, THEREFORE, A FIRST AND SECOND ASCENSION OF THE SONSHIP TOOK PLACE, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT ITSELF ALSO REMAINED AFTER THE MODE MENTIONED, THE FIRMAMENT WAS PLACED BETWEEN THE SUPER-MUNDANE (SPACES) AND THE WORLD. FOR EXISTING THINGS WERE DISTRIBUTED BY BASILIDES INTO TWO CONTINUOUS AND PRIMARY DIVISIONS, AND ARE, ACCORDING TO HIM, DENOMINATED PARTLY IN A CERTAIN (RESPECT) WORLD, AND PARTLY IN A CERTAIN (RESPECT) SUPER-MUNDANE (SPACES). BUT THE SPIRIT, A LINE OF DEMARCATION BETWEEN THE WORLD AND SUPER-MUNDANE (SPACES), IS THAT WHICH IS BOTH HOLY, AND HAS ABIDING IN ITSELF THE SAVOR OF SONSHIP. WHILE, THEREFORE, THE FIRMAMENT WHICH IS ABOVE THE HEAVEN IS COINING INTO EXISTENCE, THERE BURST FORTH, AND WAS BEGOTTEN FROM THE COSMICAL SEED, AND THE CONGLOMERATION OF ALL GERMS, THE GREAT ARCHON (AND) HEAD OF THE WORLD, (WHO CONSTITUTES) A CERTAIN (SPECIES OF) BEAUTY, AND MAGNITUDE, AND INDISSOLUBLE POWER. FOR, SAYS HE, HE IS MORE INEFFABLE THAN INEFFABLE ENTITIES, AND MORE POTENT THAN POTENT ONES, AND MORE WISE THAN WISE ONES, AND SUPERIOR TO ALL THE BEAUTIFUL ONES WHATEVER YOU COULD MENTION. THIS (ARCHON), WHEN BEGOTTEN, RAISED HIMSELF UP AND SOARED ALOFT, AND WAS CARRIED UP ENTIRE AS FAR AS THE FIRMAMENT. AND THERE HE PAUSED, SUPPOSING THE FIRMAMENT TO BE THE TERMINATION OF HIS ASCENSION AND ELEVATION, AND CONSIDERING THAT THERE EXISTED NOTHING AT ALL BEYOND THESE. AND THAN ALL THE SUBJACENT (ENTITIES) WHATSOEVER THERE WERE AMONG THEM WHICH REMAINED MUNDANE, HE BECAME MORE-WISE, MORE POWERFUL, MORE-COMELY, MORE LUSTROUS, (IN FACT,) PRE-EMINENT FOR BEAUTY ABOVE ANY ENTITIES YON COULD MENTION WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE SONSHIP ALONE, WHICH IS STILL LEFT IN THE (CONGLOMERATION OF) ALL GERMS. FOR HE WAS NOT AWARE THAT THERE IS (A SONSHIP) WISER AND MORE POWERFUL, AND BETTER THAN HIMSELF. THEREFORE, IMAGINING HIMSELF TO BE LORD, AND GOVERNOR, AND A WISE MASTER BUILDER, HE TURNS HIMSELF TO (THE WORK OF) THE CREATION OF EVERY OBJECT IN THE COSMICAL SYSTEM. AND FIRST, HE DEEMED IT PROPER NOT TO BE ALONE, BUT MADE UNTO HIMSELF, AND GENERATED FROM ADJACENT (ENTITIES), A SON FAR SUPERIOR TO HIM SELF, AND WISER. FOR ALL THESE THINGS HAD THE NON-EXISTENT DEITY PREVIOUSLY DETERMINED UPON, WHEN HE CAST DOWN THE (CONGLOMERATION OF) ALL GERMS. BEHOLDING, THEREFORE, THE SON, HE WAS SEIZED WITH ASTONISHMENT, AND LOVED (HIM), AND WAS STRUCK WITH AMAZEMENT. FOR SOME BEAUTY OF THIS DESCRIPTION APPEARED TO THE GREAT ARCHON TO BELONG TO THE SON, AND THE ARCHON CAUSED HIM TO SIT ON HIS RIGHT (HAND). THIS IS, ACCORDING TO THESE (HERETICS), WHAT IS DENOMINATED THE OGDOAD, WHERE THE GREAT ARCHON HAS HIS THRONE. THE ENTIRE CELESTIAL CREATION, THEN, THAT IS, THE AETHER, HE HIMSELF, THE GREAT WISE DEMIURGE FORMED. THE SON, HOWEVER, BEGOTTEN OF THIS (ARCHON), OPERATES IN HIM, AND OFFERED HIM SUGGESTIONS, BEING ENDUED WITH FAR GREATER WISDOM THAN THE DEMIURGE HIMSELF. 
CHAP. XII.--BASILIDES ADOPTS THE "ENTELECHEIA" OF ARISTOTLE. 
THIS, THEN, CONSTITUTES THE ENTELECHEIA OF THE NATURAL ORGANIC BODY, ACCORDING TO ARISTOTLE, (VIZ.,) A SOUL OPERATING IN THE BODY, WITHOUT WHICH THE BODY IS ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH NOTHING; (I MEAN NOTHING) THAT IS GREATER, AND MORE ILLUSTRIOUS, AND MORE POWERFUL, AND MORE-WISE THAN THE BODY. THE ACCOUNT, THEREFORE, WHICH ARISTOTLE HAS PREVIOUSLY RENDERED CONCERNING THE SOUL AND THE BODY, BASILIDES ELUCIDATES AS APPLIED TO THE GREAT ARCHON AND HIS SON. FOR THE ARCHON HAS GENERATED, ACCORDING TO BASILIDES, A SON; AND THE SOUL AS AN OPERATION AND COMPLETION, ARISTOTLE ASSERTS TO BE AN ENTELECHEIA OF A NATURAL ORGANIC HOTLY. AS, THEREFORE, THE ENTELECHEIA CONTROLS THE BODY, SO THE SON, ACCORDING TO BASILIDES, CONTROLS THE GOD THAT IS MORE INEFFABLE THAN INEFFABLE (ENTITIES). ALL THINGS, THEREFORE, HAVE BEEN PROVIDED FOR, AND MANAGED BY THE MAJESTY OF THE GREAT ARCHON; (I MEAN) WHATEVER OBJECTS EXIST IN THE AETHEREAL REGION OF SPACE AS FAR AS THE MOON, FOR FROM THAT QUARTER ONWARDS AIR IS SEPARATED FROM AETHER. WHEN ALL OBJECTS IN THE AETHEREAL REGIONS, THEN, WERE ARRANGED, AGAIN FROM (THE CONGLOMERATION OF) ALL GERMS ANOTHER ARCHON ASCENDED, GREATER, OF COURSE, THAN ALL SUBJACENT (ENTITIES) WITH THE EXCEPTION, HOWEVER, OF THE SONSHIP THAT HAD BEEN LEFT BEHIND, BUT FAR INFERIOR TO THE FIRST ARCHON. AND THIS (SECOND ARCHON) IS CALLED BY THEM RHETUS. AND THIS TOPOS IS STYLED HEBDOMAD, AND THIS (ARCHON) IS THE MANAGER AND FABRICATOR OF ALL SUBJACENT (ENTITIES). AND HE HAS LIKEWISE MADE UNTO HIMSELF OUT (OF THE CONGLOMERATION OF) ALL GERMS, A SON WHO IS MORE PRUDENT AND WISER THAN HIMSELF, SIMILARLY TO WHAT HAS BEEN STATED TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE CASE OF THE FIRST ARCHON. THAT WHICH EXISTS IN THIS QUARTER (OF THE UNIVERSE) CONSTITUTES, HE SAYS, THE ACTUAL CONGLOMERATION AND COLLECTION OF ALL SEEDS; AND THE THINGS WHICH ARE GENERATED ARE PRODUCED ACCORDING TO NATURE, AS HAS BEEN DECLARED ALREADY BY HIM WHO CALCULATES ON THINGS FUTURE, WHEN THEY OUGHT (TO BE), AND WHAT SORT THEY OUGHT (TO BE), AND HOW THEY OUGHT (TO BE). AND OF THESE NO ONE IS CHIEF, OR GUARDIAN, OR CREATOR. FOR SUFFICIENT (CAUSE OF EXISTENCE) FOR THEM IS THAT CALCULATION WHICH THE NON-EXISTENT ONE FORMED WHEN HE EXERCISED THE FUNCTION OF CREATION. 
CHAP. XIII.--FURTHER EXPLANATION OF THE "SONSHIP." 
WHEN, THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO THESE (HERETICS), THE ENTIRE WORLD AND SUPER-MUNDANE ENTITIES WERE FINISHED, AND (WHEN) NOTHING EXISTS LABOURING UNDER DEFICIENCY, THERE STILL REMAINS IN THE (CONGLOMERATION OF) ALL GERMS THE THIRD SONSHIP, WHICH HAD BEEN LEFT BEHIND IN THE SEED TO CONFER BENEFITS AND RECEIVE THEM. AND IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT THE SONSHIP WHICH HAD BEEN LEFT BEHIND OUGHT LIKEWISE TO BE REVEALED AND REINSTATED ABOVE. AND HIS PLACE SHOULD BE ABOVE THE CONTERMINOUS SPIRIT, NEAR THE REFINED AND IMITATIVE SONSHIP AND THE NON-EXISTENT ONE. BUT THIS WOULD BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN, HE SAYS: "AND THE CREATION ITSELF GROANETH TOGETHER, AND TRAVAILETH IN PAIN TOGETHER, WAITING FOR THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SONS OF GOD." NOW, WE WHO ARE SPIRITUAL ARE SONS, HE SAYS, WHO HAVE BEEN LEFT HERE TO ARRANGE, AND MOLD, AND RECTIFY, AND COMPLETE THE SOULS WHICH, ACCORDING TO NATURE, ARE SO CONSTITUTED AS TO CONTINUE IN THIS QUARTER OF THE UNIVERSE. "SIN, THEN, REIGNED FROM ADAM UNTO MOSES," AS IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN. FOR THE GREAT ARCHON EXERCISED DOMINION AND POSSESSES AN EMPIRE WITH LIMITS EXTENDING AS FAR AS THE FIRMAMENT. AND HE IMAGINES HIMSELF ALONE TO BE GOD, AND THAT THERE EXISTS NOTHING ABOVE HIM, FOR (THE REASON THAT) ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN GUARDED BY UNREVEALED SIOPE. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE MYSTERY WHICH HAS NOT BEEN MADE KNOWN TO FORMER GENERATIONS; BUT IN THOSE DAYS THE GREAT ARCHON, THE OGDOAD, WAS KING AND LORD, AS IT SEEMED, OF THE UNIVERSE. BUT (IN REALITY) THE HEBDOMAD WAS KING AND LORD OF THIS QUARTER OF THE UNIVERSE, AND THE OGDOAD IS ARRHETUS, WHEREAS THE HEBDOMAD IS RHETUS. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE ARCHON OF THE HEBDOMAD, WHO HAS SPOKEN TO MOSES, AND SAYS: "I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND I HAVE NOT MANIFESTED UNTO THEM THE NAME OF GOD" (FOR SO THEY WISH THAT IT HAD BEEN WRITTEN) THAT IS, THE GOD, ARRHETUS, 
ARCHON OF THE OGDOAD. ALL THE PROPHETS, THEREFORE, WHO WERE BEFORE THE SAVIOR UTTERED THEIR PREDICTIONS, HE SAYS, FROM THIS SOURCE (OF INSPIRATION). SINCE, THEREFORE, IT WAS REQUISITE, HE SAYS, THAT WE SHOULD BE REVEALED AS THE CHILDREN OF GOD, IN EXPECTATION OF WHOSE MANIFESTATION, HE SAYS, THE CREATION HABITUALLY GROANS AND TRAVAILS IN PAIN, THE GOSPEL CAME INTO THE WORLD, AND PASSED THROUGH EVERY PRINCIPALITY, AND POWER, AND DOMINION, AND EVERY NAME THAT IS NAMED. AND (THE GOSPEL) CAME IN REALITY, THOUGH NOTHING DESCENDED FROM ABOVE; NOR DID THE BLESSED SONSHIP RETIRE FROM THAT INCONCEIVABLE, AND BLESSED, (AND) NON-EXISTENT GOD. NAY, (FAR FROM IT;) FOR AS INDIAN NAPHTHA, WHEN LIGHTED MERELY FROM A CONSIDERABLY LONG DISTANCE, NEVERTHELESS ATTRACTS FIRE (TOWARDS IT), SO FROM BELOW, FROM THE FORMLESSNESS OF THE CONGLOMERATION (OF ALL GERMS), THE POWERS PASS UPWARDS AS FAR AS THE SONSHIP. FOR, ACCORDING TO THE ILLUSTRATION OF THE INDIAN NAPHTHA, THE SON OF THE GREAT ARCHON OF THE OGDOAD, AS IF HE WERE SOME (SORT OF) NAPHTHA, APPREHENDS AND SEIZES CONCEPTIONS FROM THE BLESSED SONSHIP, WHOSE PLACE OF HABITATION IS SITUATED AFTER THAT OF THE CONTERMINOUS (SPIRIT). FOR THE POWER OF THE SONSHIP WHICH IS IN THE MIDST OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, (THAT IS,) IN, THE MIDST OF THE (CONTERMINOUS) SPIRIT, SHARES THE FLOWING AND RUSHING THOUGHTS OF THE SONSHIP WITH THE SON OF THE GREAT ARCHON. 
CHAP. XIV.--WHENCE CAME THE GOSPEL; THE NUMBER OF HEAVENS ACCORDING TO BASILIDES; EXPLANATION OF CHRIST'S MIRACULOUS CONCEPTION. 
THE GOSPEL THEN CAME, SAYS (BASILIDES), FIRST FROM THE SONSHIP THROUGH THE SON, THAT WAS SEATED BESIDE THE ARCHON, TO THE ARCHON, AND THE ARCHON LEARNED THAT HE WAS NOT GOD OF THE UNIVERSE, BUT WAS BEGOTTEN. BUT (ASCERTAINING THAT) HE HAS ABOVE HIMSELF THE DEPOSITED TREASURE OF THAT INEFFABLE AND UNNAMABLE (AND) NON-EXISTENT ONE, AND OF THE SONSHIP, HE WAS BOTH CONVERTED AND FILLED WITH TERROR, WHEN HE WAS BROUGHT TO UNDERSTAND IN WHAT IGNORANCE HE WAS (INVOLVED). THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT HAS BEEN DECLARED: "THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM." FOR, BEING ORALLY INSTRUCTED BY CHRIST, WHO WAS SEATED NEAR, HE BEGAN TO ACQUIRE WISDOM, (INASMUCH AS HE THEREBY) LEARNS WHO IS THE NON-EXISTENT ONE, WHAT THE SONSHIP, WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHAT THE APPARATUS OF THE UNIVERSE, AND WHAT IS LIKELY TO BE THE CONSUMMATION OF THINGS. THIS IS THE WISDOM SPOKEN IN A MYSTERY, CONCERNING WHICH, SAYS (BASILIDES), SCRIPTURE USES THE FOLLOWING EXPRESSIONS: "NOT IN WORDS TAUGHT OF HUMAN WISDOM, BUT IN (THOSE) TAUGHT OF THE SPIRIT." THE ARCHON, THEN, BEING ORALLY INSTRUCTED, AND TAUGHT, AND BEING (THEREBY) FILLED WITH FEAR, PROCEEDED TO MAKE CONFESSION CONCERNING THE SIN WHICH HE HAD COMMITTED IN MAGNIFYING HIMSELF. THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT IS DECLARED: "I HAVE RECOGNIZED MY SIN, AND I KNOW MY TRANSGRESSION, (AND) ABOUT THIS I SHALL CONFESS FOR EVER." WHEN, THEN, THE GREAT ARCHON HAD BEEN ORALLY INSTRUCTED, AND EVERY CREATURE OF THE OGDOAD HAD BEEN ORALLY INSTRUCTED AND TAUGHT, AND (AFTER) THE MYSTERY BECAME KNOWN TO THE CELESTIAL (POWERS), IT WAS ALSO NECESSARY THAT AFTERWARDS THE GOSPEL SHOULD COME TO THE HEBDOMAD, IN ORDER LIKEWISE THAT THE ARCHON OF THE HEBDOMAD MIGHT BE SIMILARLY INSTRUCTED AND INDOCTRINATED INTO THE GOSPEL. THE SON OF THE GREAT ARCHON (THEREFORE) KINDLED IN THE SON OF THE ARCHON OF THE HEBDOMAD THE LIGHT WHICH HIMSELF POSSESSED AND HAD KINDLED FROM ABOVE FROM THE SONSHIP. AND THE SON OF THE ARCHON OF THE HEBDOMAD HAD RADIANCE IMPARTED TO HIM, AND HE PROCLAIMED THE GOSPEL TO THE ARCHON OF THE HEBDOMAD. AND IN LIKE MANNER, ACCORDING TO THE PREVIOUS ACCOUNT, HE HIMSELF WAS BOTH TERRIFIED AND INDUCED TO MAKE CONFESSION. WHEN, THEREFORE, ALL (BEINGS) IN THE HEBDOMAD HAD BEEN LIKEWISE ENLIGHTENED, AND HAD THE GOSPEL ANNOUNCED TO THEM (FOR IN THESE REGIONS OF THE UNIVERSE THERE EXIST, ACCORDING TO THESE HERETICS, CREATURES INFINITE (IN NUMBER), VIZ., PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS AND RULERS, IN REGARD OF WHICH THERE IS EXTANT AMONG THE (BASILIDIANS) A VERY PROLIX AND VERBOSE TREATISE, WHERE THEY ALLEGE THAT THERE ARE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE HEAVENS, AND THAT THE GREAT ARCHON OF THESE IS ABRASAX, FROM THE FACT THAT HIS NAME COMPRISES THE COMPUTED NUMBER 365, SO THAT, OF COURSE, THE CALCULATION OF THE TITLE INCLUDES ALL (EXISTING) THINGS, AND THAT FOR THESE REASONS THE YEAR CONSISTS OF SO MANY DAYS);--BUT WHEN, HE SAYS, THESE (TWO EVENTS, VIZ., THE ILLUMINATION OF THE HEBDOMAD AND THE MANIFESTATION OF THE GOSPEL) HAD THUS TAKEN PLACE, IT WAS NECESSARY, LIKEWISE, THAT AFTERWARDS THE FORMLESSNESS EXISTENT IN OUR QUARTER OF CREATION SHOULD HAVE RADIANCE IMPARTED TO IT, AND THAT THE MYSTERY SHOULD BE REVEALED TO THE SONSHIP, WHICH HAD BEEN LEFT BEHIND IN FORMLESSNESS, JUST LIKE AN ABORTION. NOW THIS (MYSTERY) WAS NOT MADE KNOWN TO PREVIOUS GENERATIONS, AS HE SAYS, IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN, "BY REVELATION WAS MADE KNOWN UNTO ME THE MYSTERY;" AND, "I HAVE HEARD INEXPRESSIBLE WORDS WHICH IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR MAN TO DECLARE." THE LIGHT, (THEREFORE,) WHICH CAME DOWN FROM THE OGDOAD ABOVE TO THE SON OF THE HEBDOMAD, DESCENDED FROM THE HEBDOMAD UPON JESUS THE SON OF MARY, AND HE HAD RADIANCE IMPARTED TO HIM BY BEING ILLUMINATED WITH THE LIGHT THAT SHONE UPON HIM. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THAT WHICH HAS BEEN DECLARED: "THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL COME UPON THEE," (MEANING) THAT WHICH PROCEEDED FROM THE SONSHIP THROUGH THE CONTERMINOUS SPIRIT UPON THE OGDOAD AND HEBDOMAD, AS FAR AS MARY; "AND THE POWER OF THE HIGHEST WILL OVERSHADOW THEE," (MEANING) THE POWER OF THE ANOINTING, (WHICH STREAMED) FROM THE (CELESTIAL) HEIGHT ABOVE (THROUGH) THE DEMIURGE, AS FAR AS THE CREATION, WHICH IS (AS FAR AS) THE SON. AND AS FAR AS THAT (SON) HE SAYS THE WORLD CONSISTED THUS. AND AS FAR AS THIS, THE ENTIRE SONSHIP, WHICH IS LEFT BEHIND FOR BENEFITING THE SOULS IN FORMLESSNESS, AND FOR BEING THE RECIPIENT IN TURN OF BENEFITS, (THIS SONSHIP, I SAY,) WHEN IT IS TRANSFORMED, FOLLOWED JESUS, AND HASTENED UPWARDS, AND CAME FORTH PURIFIED. AND IT BECOMES MOST REFINED, SO THAT IT COULD, AS THE FIRST (SONSHIP), HASTEN UPWARDS THROUGH ITS OWN INSTRUMENTALITY. FOR IT POSSESSES ALL THE POWER THAT, ACCORDING TO NATURE, IS FIRMLY CONNECTED WITH THE LIGHT WHICH FROM ABOVE SHONE DOWN (UPON EARTH). 
CHAP. XV.--GOD'S DEALINGS WITH THE CREATURE; BASILIDES' NOTION OF THE INNER MAN, THE GOSPEL; HIS INTERPRETATION OF THE LIFE AND SUFFERINGS OF OUR LORD. 
WHEN, THEREFORE, HE SAYS, THE ENTIRE SONSHIP SHALL HAVE COME, AND SHALL BE ABOVE THE CONTERMINOUS SPIRIT, THEN THE CREATURE WILL BECOME THE OBJECT OF MERCY. FOR (THE CREATURE) GROANS UNTIL NOW, AND IS TORMENTED, AND WAITS FOR THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SONS OF GOD, IN ORDER THAT ALL WHO ARE MEN OF THE SONSHIP MAY ASCEND FROM THENCE. WHEN THIS TAKES PLACE, GOD, HE SAYS, WILL BRING UPON THE WHOLE WORLD ENORMOUS IGNORANCE, THAT ALL THINGS MAY CONTINUE ACCORDING TO NATURE, AND THAT NOTHING MAY INORDINATELY DESIRE ANYTHING OF THE THINGS THAT ARE CONTRARY TO NATURE. BUT (FAR FROM IT); FOR ALL THE SOULS OF THIS QUARTER OF CREATION, AS MANY AS POSSESS THE NATURE OF REMAINING IMMORTAL IN THIS (REGION) ONLY, CONTINUE (IN IT), AWARE OF NOTHING SUPERIOR OR BETTER (THAN THEIR PRESENT STATE). AND THERE WILL NOT PREVAIL ANY RUMOR OR KNOWLEDGE IN REGIONS BELOW, CONCERNING BEINGS WHOSE DWELLING IS PLACED ABOVE, LEST SUBJACENT SOULS SHOULD BE WRUNG WITH TORTURE FROM LONGING AFTER IMPOSSIBILITIES. (IT WOULD BE) JUST AS IF A FISH WERE TO CRAVE TO FEED ON THE MOUNTAINS ALONG WITH SHEEP. (FOR) A WISH OF THIS DESCRIPTION WOULD, HE SAYS, BE THEIR DESTRUCTION. ALL THINGS, THEREFORE, THAT ABIDE IN (THIS) QUARTER ARE INCORRUPTIBLE, BUT CORRUPTIBLE IF THEY ARE DISPOSED TO WANDER AND CROSS OVER FROM THE THINGS THAT ARE ACCORDING TO NATURE. IN THIS WAY THE ARCHON OF THE HEBDOMAD WILL KNOW NOTHING OF SUPERJACENT ENTITIES. FOR ENORMOUS IGNORANCE WILL LAY HOLD ON THIS ONE LIKEWISE, IN ORDER THAT SORROW, AND GRIEF, AND GROANING MAY DEPART FROM HIM; FOR HE WILL NOT DESIRE AUGHT OF IMPOSSIBLE THINGS, NOR WILL HE BE VISITED WITH ANGUISH. IN LIKE MANNER, HOWEVER, THE SAME IGNORANCE WILL LAY HOLD ALSO ON THE GREAT ARCHON OF THE OGDOAD, AND SIMILARLY ON ALL THE CREATURES THAT ARE SUBJECT UNTO HIM, IN ORDER THAT IN NO RESPECT ANYTHING MAY DESIRE AUGHT OF THOSE THINGS THAT ARE CONTRARY TO NATURE, AND MAY NOT (THUS) BE OVERWHELMED WITH SORROW. AND SO THERE WILL BE THE RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS WHICH, IN CONFORMITY WITH NATURE, HAVE FROM THE BEGINNING A FOUNDATION IN THE SEED OF THE UNIVERSE, BUT WILL BE RESTORED AT (THEIR OWN) PROPER PERIODS. AND THAT EACH THING, SAYS (BASILIDES), HAS ITS OWN PARTICULAR TIMES, THE SAVIOUR IS A SUFFICIENT (WITNESS WHEN HE OBSERVES, "MINE HOUR IS NOT YET COME." AND THE MAGI (AFFORD SIMILAR TESTIMONY) WHEN THEY GAZE WISTFULLY UPON THE (SAVIOUR'S) STAR. FOR (JESUS) HIMSELF WAS, HE SAYS, MENTALLY PRECONCEIVED AT THE TIME OF THE GENERATION OF THE STARS, AND OF THE COMPLETE RETURN TO THEIR STARTING-POINT OF THE SEASONS IN THE VAST CONGLOMERATION (OF ALL GERMS). THIS IS, ACCORDING TO THESE (BASILIDIANS), HE WHO HAS BEEN CONCEIVED AS THE INNER SPIRITUAL MAN IN WHAT IS NATURAL (NOW THIS IS THE SONSHIP WHICH LEFT THERE THE SOUL, NOT (THAT IT MIGHT BE) MORTAL, BUT THAT IT MIGHT ABIDE HERE ACCORDING TO NATURE, JUST AS THE FIRST SONSHIP LEFT ABOVE IN ITS PROPER LOCALITY THE HOLY SPIRIT, (THAT IS, THE SPIRIT) WHICH IS CONTERMINOUS),-- (THIS, I SAY, IS HE WHO HAS BEEN CONCEIVED AS THE INNER SPIRITUAL MAN, AND) HAS THEN BEEN ARRAYED IN HIS OWN PECULIAR SOUL. IN ORDER, HOWEVER, THAT WE MAY NOT OMIT ANY OF THE DOCTRINES OF THIS (BASILIDES), I SHALL LIKEWISE EXPLAIN WHATEVER STATEMENTS THEY PUT FORWARD RESPECTING A GOSPEL. FOR GOSPEL WITH THEM, AS HAS BEEN ELUCIDATED, IS OF SUPER-MUNDANE ENTITIES THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH THE GREAT ARCHON DID NOT UNDERSTAND. AS, THEN, IT WAS MANIFESTED UNTO HIM THAT THERE ARE LIKEWISE THE HOLY SPIRIT--THAT IS, THE CONTERMINOUS (SPIRIT)--AND THE SONSHIP, AND THE NON-EXISTENT GOD, THE CAUSE OF ALL THESE, HE REJOICED AT THE COMMUNICATIONS MADE TO HIM, AND WAS FILLED WITH EXULTATION. ACCORDING TO THEM, THIS CONSTITUTES THE GOSPEL. JESUS, HOWEVER, WAS BORN, ACCORDING TO THESE (HERETICS), AS WE HAVE ALREADY DECLARED. AND WHEN THE GENERATION WHICH HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY EXPLAINED TOOK PLACE, ALL THE EVENTS IN OUR LORD'S LIFE OCCURRED, ACCORDING TO THEM, IN THE SAME MANNER AS THEY HAVE BEEN DESCRIBED IN THE GOSPELS. AND THESE THINGS HAPPENED, HE SAYS, IN ORDER THAT JESUS MIGHT BECOME THE FIRST-FRUITS OF A DISTINCTION OF THE DIFFERENT ORDERS (OF CREATED OBJECTS) THAT HAD BEEN CONFUSED TOGETHER. FOR WHEN THE WORLD HAD BEEN DIVIDED INTO AN OGDOAD, WHICH IS THE HEAD OF THE ENTIRE WORLD,--NOW THE GREAT ARCHON IS HEAD OF THE ENTIRE WORLD,--AND INTO A HEBDOMAD,--WHICH IS THE HEAD OF THE HEBDOMAD, THE DEMIURGE OF SUBJACENT ENTITIES,--AND INTO THIS ORDER OF CREATURES (THAT PREVAILS) AMONGST US, WHERE EXISTS FORMLESSNESS, IT WAS REQUISITE THAT THE VARIOUS ORDERS OF CREATED OBJECTS THAT HAD BEEN CONFOUNDED TOGETHER SHOULD BE DISTINGUISHED BY A SEPARATING PROCESS PERFORMED BY JESUS. (NOW THIS SEPARATION) THAT WHICH WAS HIS CORPOREAL PART SUFFERED, AND THIS WAS (THE PART) OF FORMLESSNESS AND REVERTED INTO FORMLESSNESS. AND THAT WAS RESUSCITATED WHICH WAS HIS PSYCHICAL PART, AND THIS WAS (PART) OF THE HEBDOMAD, AND REVERTED INTO THE HEBDOMAD. AND HE REVIVED THAT (ELEMENT IN HIS NATURE) WHICH WAS THE PECULIAR PROPERTY OF THE ELEVATED REGION WHERE DWELLS THE GREAT ARCHON, AND (THAT ELEMENT) REMAINED BESIDE THE GREAT ARCHON. AND HE CARRIED UPWARDS AS FAR AS (THAT WHICH IS) ABOVE THAT WHICH WAS (THE PECULIAR PROPERTY) OF THE CONTERMINOUS SPIRIT, AND HE REMAINED IN THE CONTERMINOUS SPIRIT. AND THROUGH HIM THERE WAS PURIFIED THE THIRD SONSHIP, WHICH HAD BEEN LEFT FOR CONFERRING BENEFITS, AND RECEIVING THEM. AND (THROUGH JESUS) IT ASCENDED TOWARDS THE BLESSED SONSHIP, AND PASSED THROUGH ALL THESE. FOR THE ENTIRE PURPOSE OF THESE WAS THE BLENDING TOGETHER OF, AS IT WERE, THE CONGLOMERATION OF ALL GERMS, AND THE DISTINCTION OF THE VARIOUS ORDERS OF CREATED OBJECTS, AND THE RESTORATION INTO THEIR PROPER COMPONENT PARTS OF THINGS THAT HAD BEEN BLENDED TOGETHER. JESUS, THEREFORE, BECAME THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THE DISTINCTION OF THE VARIOUS ORDERS OF CREATED OBJECTS, AND HIS PASSION TOOK PLACE FOR NOT ANY OTHER REASON THAN THE DISTINCTION WHICH WAS THEREBY BROUGHT ABOUT IN THE VARIOUS ORDERS OF CREATED OBJECTS THAT HAD BEEN CONFOUNDED TOGETHER. FOR IN THIS MANNER (BASILIDES) SAYS THAT THE ENTIRE SONSHIP, WHICH HAD BEEN LEFT IN FORMLESSNESS FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONFERRING BENEFITS AND RECEIVING THEM, WAS DIVIDED INTO ITS COMPONENT ELEMENTS, ACCORDING TO THE MANNER IN WHICH ALSO THE DISTINCTION OF NATURES HAD TAKEN PLACE IN JESUS. THESE, THEN, ARE THE LEGENDS WHICH LIKEWISE BASILIDES DETAILS AFTER HIS SOJOURN IN EGYPT; AND BEING INSTRUCTED BY THE (SAGES OF THIS COUNTRY) IN SO GREAT A SYSTEM OF WISDOM, (THE HERETIC) PRODUCED FRUITS OF THIS DESCRIPTION. 
CHAP. XVI.--THE SYSTEM OF SATURNILUS. 
BUT ONE SATURNILUS, WHO FLOURISHED ABOUT THE SAME PERIOD WITH BASILIDES, BUT SPENT HIS TIME IN ANTIOCH, (A CITY) OF SYRIA, PROPOUNDED OPINIONS AKIN TO WHATEVER (TENETS) MENANDER (ADVANCED). HE ASSERTS THAT THERE IS ONE FATHER, UNKNOWN TO ALL--HE WHO HAD MADE ANGELS, ARCHANGELS, PRINCIPALITIES, (AND) POWERS; AND THAT BY CERTAIN ANGELS, SEVEN (IN NUMBER), THE WORLD WAS MADE, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE IN IT. AND (SATURNILUS AFFIRMS) THAT MAN WAS A WORK OF ANGELS. THERE HAD APPEARED ABOVE FROM (THE BEING OF) ABSOLUTE SWAY, A BRILLIANT IMAGE; AND WHEN (THE ANGELS) WERE NOT ABLE TO DETAIN THIS, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS IMMEDIATELY, HE SAYS, RETURNING WITH RAPIDITY UPWARDS, THEY EXHORTED ONE ANOTHER, SAYING, "LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR LIKENESS AND IMAGE." AND WHEN THE FIGURE WAS FORMED, AND WAS NOT, HE SAYS, ABLE, OWING TO THE IMPOTENCE OF THE ANGELS, TO LIFT UP ITSELF, BUT CONTINUED WRITHING AS A WORM, THE POWER ABOVE, COMPASSIONATING HIM ON ACCOUNT OF HIS HAVING BEEN BORN IN ITS OWN IMAGE, SENT FORTH A SCINTILLATION OF LIFE, WHICH RAISED MAN UP, AND CAUSED HIM TO HAVE VITALITY. (SATURNILUS) ASSERTS THAT THIS SCINTILLATION OF LIFE RAPIDLY RETURNS AFTER DEATH TO THOSE THINGS THAT ARE OF THE SAME ORDER OF EXISTENCE; AND THAT THE REST, FROM WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN GENERATED, ARE RESOLVED INTO THOSE. AND THE SAVIOUR HE SUPPOSED TO BE UNBEGOTTEN AND INCORPOREAL, AND DEVOID OF FIGURE. (SATURNILUS,) HOWEVER, (MAINTAINED THAT JESUS) WAS MANIFESTED AS MAN IN APPEARANCE ONLY. AND HE SAYS THAT THE GOD OF THE JEWS IS ONE OF THE ANGELS, AND, ON ACCOUNT OF THE FATHER'S WISHING TO DEPRIVE OF SOVEREIGNTY ALL THE ARCHONS, THAT CHRIST CAME FOR THE OVERTHROW OF THE GOD OF THE JEWS, AND FOR THE SALVATION OF THOSE THAT BELIEVE UPON HIM; AND THAT THESE HAVE IN THEM THE SCINTILLATION OF LIFE. FOR HE ASSERTED THAT TWO KINDS OF MEN HAD BEEN FORMED BY THE ANGELS, ONE WICKED, BUT THE OTHER GOOD. AND, SINCE DEMONS FROM TIME TO TIME ASSISTED WICKED (MEN, SATURNILUS AFFIRMS) THAT THE SAVIOUR CAME FOR THE OVERTHROW OF WORTHLESS MEN AND DEMONS, BUT FOR THE SALVATION OF GOOD MEN. AND HE AFFIRMS THAT MARRIAGE AND PROCREATION ARE FROM SATAN. THE MAJORITY, HOWEVER, OF THOSE WHO BELONG TO THIS (HERETIC'S SCHOOL) ABSTAIN FROM ANIMAL FOOD LIKEWISE, (AND) BY THIS AFFECTATION OF ASCETICISM (MAKE MANY THEIR DUPES). AND (THEY MAINTAIN) THAT THE PROPHECIES HAVE BEEN UTTERED, PARTLY BY THE WORLD-MAKING ANGELS, AND PARTLY BY SATAN, WHO IS ALSO THE VERY ANGEL WHOM THEY SUPPOSE TO ACT IN ANTAGONISM TO THE COSMICAL (ANGELS), AND ESPECIALLY TO THE GOD OF THE JEWS. THESE, THEN, ARE IN TRUTH THE TENETS OF SATURNILUS. 
CHAP. XVII,--MARCION; HIS DUALISM; DERIVES HIS SYSTEM FROM EMPEDOCLES; SKETCH OF THE DOCTRINE OF EMPEDOCLES. 
BUT MARCION, A NATIVE OF PONTUS, FAR MORE FRANTIC THAN THESE (HERETICS), OMITTING THE MAJORITY OF THE TENETS OF THE GREATER NUMBER (OF SPECULATORS), (AND) ADVANCING INTO A DOCTRINE STILL MORE UNABASHED, SUPPOSED (THE EXISTENCE OF) TWO ORIGINATING CAUSES OF THE UNIVERSE, ALLEGING ONE OF THEM TO BE A CERTAIN GOOD (PRINCIPLE), BUT THE OTHER AN EVIL ONE. AND HIMSELF IMAGINING THAT HE WAS INTRODUCING SOME NOVEL (OPINION), FOUNDED A SCHOOL FULL OF FOLLY, AND ATTENDED BY MEN OF A SENSUAL MODE OF LIFE, INASMUCH AS HE HIMSELF WAS ONE OF LUSTFUL PROPENSITIES. THIS (HERETIC) HAVING THOUGHT THAT THE MULTITUDE WOULD FORGET THAT HE DID NOT HAPPEN TO BE A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST, BUT OF EMPEDOCLES, WHO WAS FAR ANTERIOR TO HIMSELF, FRAMED AND FORMED THE SAME OPINIONS, NAMELY, THAT THERE ARE TWO CAUSES OF THE UNIVERSE, DISCORD AND FRIENDSHIP. FOR WHAT DOES EMPEDOCLES SAY RESPECTING THE PLAN OF THE WORLD? EVEN THOUGH WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY SPOKEN (ON THIS SUBJECT), YET EVEN NOW ALSO, FOR THE PURPOSE, AT ALL EVENTS, OF COMPARING THE HERESY OF THIS PLAGIARIST (WITH ITS SOURCE), WE SHALL NOT BE SILENT. THIS (PHILOSOPHER) AFFIRMS THAT ALL THE ELEMENTS OUT OF WHICH THE WORLD CONSISTS AND DERIVES ITS BEING, ARE SIX: TWO OF THEM MATERIAL, (VIZ.,) EARTH AND WATER; AND TWO OF THEM INSTRUMENTS BY WHICH MATERIAL OBJECTS ARE ARRANGED AND ALTERED, (VIZ.,) FIRE AND AIR; AND TWO OF THEM, BY MEANS OF THE INSTRUMENTS, OPERATING UPON MATTER AND FASHIONING IT, VIZ., DISCORD AND FRIENDSHIP. (EMPEDOCLES) EXPRESSES HIMSELF SOMEHOW THUS: "THE FOUR ROOTS OF ALL THINGS HEAR THOU FIRST: BRILLIANT JOVE, AND LIFE-GIVING JUNO AND AIDONEUS, AND NESTIS, WHO WITH TEARS BEDEWS THE MORTAL FONT." JUPITER IS FIRE, AND LIFE-GIVING JUNO EARTH, WHICH PRODUCES FRUITS FOR THE SUPPORT OF EXISTENCE; AND AIDONEUS AIR, BECAUSE ALTHOUGH THROUGH HIM WE BEHOLD ALL THINGS, YET HIMSELF ALONE WE DO NOT SEE. BUT NESTIS IS WATER, FOR THIS IS A SOLE VEHICLE OF (FOOD), AND THUS BECOMES A CAUSE OF SUSTENANCE TO ALL THOSE THAT ARE BEING NOURISHED; (BUT) THIS OF ITSELF IS NOT ABLE TO AFFORD NUTRIMENT TO THOSE THAT ARE BEING NOURISHED. FOR IF IT DID POSSESS THE POWER OF AFFORDING NUTRIMENT, ANIMAL LIFE, HE SAYS, COULD NEVER BE DESTROYED BY FAMINE, INASMUCH AS WATER IS ALWAYS SUPERABUNDANT IN THE WORLD. FOR THIS REASON, HE DENOMINATES NESTIS WATER, BECAUSE, (THOUGH INDIRECTLY) BEING A CAUSE OF NUTRIMENT, IT IS NOT (OF ITSELF) COMPETENT TO AFFORD NUTRIMENT TO THOSE THINGS THAT ARE BEING NOURISHED. THESE, THEREFORE--TO DELINEATE THEM AS BY WAY OF OUTLINE--ARE THE PRINCIPLES THAT COMPRISE (EMPEDOCLES') ENTIRE THEORY OF THE WORLD: (VIZ.,) WATER AND EARTH, OUT OF WHICH (PROCEED) GENERATED ENTITIES; FIRE AND SPIRIT, (WHICH ARE) INSTRUMENTS AND EFFICIENT (CAUSES), BUT DISCORD AND FRIENDSHIP, WHICH ARE (PRINCIPLES) ARTISTICALLY FABRICATING (THE UNIVERSE). AND FRIENDSHIP IS A CERTAIN PEACE, AND UNANIMITY, AND LOVE, WHOSE ENTIRE EFFORT IS, THAT THERE SHOULD BE ONE FINISHED AND COMPLETE WORLD. DISCORD, HOWEVER, INVARIABLY SEPARATES THAT ONE (WORLD), AND SUBDIVIDES IT, OR MAKES MANY THINGS OUT OF ONE. THEREFORE, DISCORD IS OF THE ENTIRE CREATION A CAUSE WHICH HE STYLES "OULOMENON," THAT IS, DESTRUCTIVE. FOR IT IS THE CONCERN OF THIS (DISCORD), THAT THROUGHOUT EVERY AGE THE CREATION ITSELF SHOULD CONTINUE TO PRESERVE ITS EXISTING CONDITION. AND RUINOUS DISCORD HAS BEEN (THUS) A FABRICATOR AND AN EFFICIENT CAUSE OF THE PRODUCTION OF ALL GENERATED ENTITIES; WHEREAS FRIENDSHIP (IS THE CAUSE) OF THE EDUCTION, AND ALTERATION, AND RESTORATION OF EXISTING THINGS INTO ONE SYSTEM. AND IN REGARD OF THESE (CAUSES), EMPEDOCLES ASSERTS THAT THEY ARE TWO IMMORTAL AND UNBEGOTTEN PRINCIPLES, AND SUCH AS HAVE NOT AS YET RECEIVED AN ORIGINATING CAUSE OF EXISTENCE. (EMPEDOCLES) SOMEWHERE OR OTHER (EXPRESSES HIMSELF) IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER: "FOR IF BOTH ONCE IT WAS, AND WILL BE; NEVER, I THINK, WILL BE THE AGE ETERNAL VOID OF BOTH OF THESE." (BUT) WHAT ARE THESE (TWO)? DISCORD AND FRIENDSHIP; FOR THEY DID NOT BEGIN TO COME INTO BEING, BUT PRE-EXISTED AND ALWAYS WILL EXIST, BECAUSE, FROM THE FACT OF THEIR BEING UNBEGOTTEN, THEY ARE NOT ABLE TO UNDERGO CORRUPTION. BUT FIRE, (AND WATER,) AND EARTH, AND AIR, ARE (ENTITIES) THAT PERISH AND REVIVE. FOR WHEN THESE GENERATED (BODIES), BY REASON OF DISCORD, CEASE TO EXIST, FRIENDSHIP, LAYING HOLD ON THEM, BRINGS THEM FORWARD, AND ATTACHES AND ASSOCIATES THEM HERSELF WITH THE UNIVERSE. (AND THIS TAKES PLACE) IN ORDER THAT THE UNIVERSE MAY CONTINUE ONE, BEING ALWAYS ORDERED BY FRIENDSHIP IN A MANNER ONE AND THE SAME, AND WITH (UNINTERRUPTED) UNIFORMITY. WHEN, HOWEVER, FRIENDSHIP MAKES UNITY OUT OF PLURALITY, AND ASSOCIATES WITH UNITY SEPARATED ENTITIES, DISCORD, AGAIN, FORCIBLY SEVERS THEM FROM UNITY, AND MAKES THEM MANY, THAT IS, FIRE, WATER, EARTH, AIR, (AS WELL AS) THE ANIMALS AND PLANTS PRODUCED FROM THESE, AND WHATEVER PORTIONS OF THE WORLD WE OBSERVE. AND IN REGARD OF THE FORM OF THE WORLD, WHAT SORT IT IS, ARRANGED BY FRIENDSHIP, (EMPEDOCLES) EXPRESSES HIMSELF IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS: "FOR NOT FROM BACK TWO ARMS ARISE, NOT FEET, NOT NIMBLE KNEES, NOT GENITAL GROIN, BUT A GLOBE IT WAS, AND EQUAL TO ITSELF IT IS." AN OPERATION OF THIS DESCRIPTION FRIENDSHIP MAINTAINS, AND MAKES (ONE) MOST BEAUTIFUL FORM OF THE WORLD OUT OF PLURALITY. DISCORD, HOWEVER, THE CAUSE OF THE ARRANGEMENT OF EACH OF THE PARTS (OF THE UNIVERSE), FORCIBLY SEVERS AND MAKES MANY THINGS OUT OF THAT ONE (FORM). AND THIS IS WHAT EMPEDOCLES AFFIRMS RESPECTING HIS OWN GENERATION: "OF THESE I ALSO AM FROM GOD A WANDERING EXILE." THAT IS, (EMPEDOCLES) DENOMINATES AS GOD THE UNITY AND UNIFICATION OF THAT (ONE FORM) IN WHICH (THE WORLD) EXISTED ANTECEDENT TO THE SEPARATION AND PRODUCTION (INTRODUCED) BY DISCORD AMONG THE MAJORITY OF THOSE THINGS (THAT SUBSISTED) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DISPOSITION (EFFECTED) BY DISCORD. FOR EMPEDOCLES AFFIRMS DISCORD TO BE A FURIOUS, AND PERTURBED, AND UNSTABLE DEMIURGE, (THUS) DENOMINATING DISCORD THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD. FOR THIS CONSTITUTES THE CONDEMNATION AND NECESSITY OF SOULS WHICH DISCORD FORCIBLY SEVERS FROM UNITY, AND (WHICH IT) FASHIONS AND OPERATES UPON, (ACCORDING TO EMPEDOCLES,) WHO EXPRESSES HIMSELF AFTER SOME SUCH MODE AS, THE FOLLOWING:- "WHO PERJURY PILES ON SIN, WHILE DEMONS GAIN A LIFE PROLONGED;" MEANING BY DEMONS LONG-LIVED SOULS, BECAUSE THEY ARE IMMORTAL, AND LIVE FOR LENGTHENED AGES:- "FOR THRICE TEN THOUSAND YEARS BANISHED FROM BLISS;" DENOMINATING AS BLISSFUL, THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN COLLECTED BY FRIENDSHIP FROM THE MAJORITY OF ENTITIES INTO THE PROCESS OF UNIFICATION (ARISING OUT) OF THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD. HE ASSERTS THAT THOSE ARE EXILES, AND THAT "IN LAPSE OF TIME ALL SORTS OF MORTAL MEN ARE BORN, CHANGING THE IRKSOME WAYS OF LIFE" HE ASSERTS THE IRKSOME WAYS TO BE THE ALTERATIONS AND TRANSFIGURATIONS OF SOULS INTO (SUCCESSIVE) BODIES. THIS IS WHAT HE SAYS: "CHANGING THE IRKSOME WAYS OF LIFE." FOR SOULS "CHANGE," BODY AFTER BODY BEING ALTERED, AND PUNISHED BY DISCORD, AND NOT PERMITTED TO CONTINUE IN THE ONE (FRAME), BUT THAT THE SOULS ARE INVOLVED IN ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF PUNISHMENT BY DISCORD BEING CHANGED FROM BODY TO BODY. HE SAYS: "AETHEREAL FORCE TO OCEAN DRIVES THE SOULS, AND OCEAN SPURTS THEM FORTH ON EARTH'S EXPANSE, AND EARTH ON BEAMS OF BLAZING SUN, WHO FLINGS (THE SOULS) ON AETHER'S DEPTHS, AND EACH FROM EACH (A SPIRIT) TAKES, AND ALL WITH HATRED BURN." THIS IS THE PUNISHMENT WHICH THE DEMIURGE INFLICTS, JUST AS SOME BRAZIER MOLDING (A PIECE OF) IRON, AND DIPPING IT SUCCESSIVELY FROM FIRE INTO WATER. FOR FIRE IS THE AETHER WHENCE THE DEMIURGE TRANSFERS THE SOULS INTO THE SEA; AND LAND IS THE EARTH: WHENCE HE USES THE WORDS, FROM WATER INTO EARTH, AND FROM EARTH INTO AIR. THIS IS WHAT (EMPEDOCLES) SAYS: "AND EARTH ON BEAMS OF BLAZING SUN, WHO FLINGS (THE SOULS) ON AETHER'S DEPTHS, AND EACH FROM EACH A (SPIRIT) TAKES, AND ALL WITH HATRED BURN." THE SOULS, THEN, THUS DETESTED, AND TORMENTED, AND PUNISHED IN THIS WORLD, ARE, ACCORDING TO EMPEDOCLES, COLLECTED BY FRIENDSHIP AS BEING A CERTAIN GOOD (POWER), AND (ONE) THAT PITIES THE GROANING OF THESE, AND THE DISORDERLY AND WICKED DEVICE OF FURIOUS DISCORD. AND (LIKEWISE FRIENDSHIP IS) EAGER, AND TOILS TO LEAD FORTH LITTLE BY LITTLE THE SOULS FROM THE WORLD, AND TO DOMESTICATE THEM WITH UNITY, IN ORDER THAT ALL THINGS, BEING CONDUCTED BY HERSELF, MAY ATTAIN UNTO UNIFICATION. THEREFORE, ON ACCOUNT OF SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT ON THE PART OF DESTRUCTIVE DISCORD OF THIS DIVIDED WORLD, EMPEDOCLES ADMONISHES HIS DISCIPLES TO ABSTAIN FROM ALL SORTS OF ANIMAL FOOD. FOR HE ASSERTS THAT THE BODIES OF ANIMALS ARE SUCH AS FEED ON THE HABITATIONS OF PUNISHED SOULS. AND HE TEACHES THOSE WHO ARE HEARERS OF SUCH DOCTRINES (AS HIS), TO REFRAIN FROM INTERCOURSE WITH WOMEN. (AND HE ISSUES THIS PRECEPT) IN ORDER THAT (HIS DISCIPLES) MAY NOT CO-OPERATE WITH AND ASSIST THOSE WORKS WHICH DISCORD FABRICATES, ALWAYS DISSOLVING AND FORCIBLY SEVERING THE WORK OF FRIENDSHIP. EMPEDOCLES ASSERTS THAT THIS IS THE GREATEST LAW OF THE MANAGEMENT OF THE UNIVERSE, EXPRESSING HIMSELF SOMEHOW THUS: "THERE'S SOMETHING SWAYED BY FATE, THE ANCIENT, ENDLESS LAW OF GODS, AND SEALED BY POTENT OATHS." HE THUS CALLS FATE THE ALTERATION FROM UNITY INTO PLURALITY, ACCORDING TO DISCORD, AND FROM PLURALITY INTO UNITY, ACCORDING TO FRIENDSHIP. AND, AS I STATED, (EMPEDOCLES ASSERTS) THAT THERE ARE FOUR PERISHABLE GODS, (VIZ.,) FIRE, WATER, EARTH, (AND) AIR. (HE MAINTAINS,) HOWEVER, THAT THERE ARE TWO (GODS) WHICH ARE IMMORTAL, UNBEGOTTEN, (AND) CONTINUALLY HOSTILE ONE TO THE OTHER, (NAMELY) DISCORD AND FRIENDSHIP. AND (HE ASSERTS) THAT DISCORD ALWAYS IS GUILTY OF INJUSTICE AND COVETOUSNESS, AND FORCIBLE ABDUCTION OF THE THINGS OF FRIENDSHIP, AND OF APPROPRIATION OF THEM TO ITSELF. (HE ALLEGES,) HOWEVER, THAT FRIENDSHIP, INASMUCH AS IT IS ALWAYS AND INVARIABLY A CERTAIN GOOD (POWER), AND INTENT ON UNION, RECALLS AND BRINGS TOWARDS (ITSELF), AND REDUCES TO UNITY, THE PARTS OF THE UNIVERSE THAT HAVE BEEN FORCIBLY SEVERED, AND TORMENTED, AND PUNISHED IN THE CREATION BY THE DEMIURGE. SOME SUCH SYSTEM OF PHILOSOPHY AS THE FOREGOING IS ADVANCED FOR US BY EMPEDOCLES CONCERNING THE GENERATION OF THE WORLD, AND ITS DESTRUCTION, AND ITS CONSTITUTION, AS ONE CONSISTING OF WHAT IS GOOD AND BAD. AND HE SAYS THAT THERE IS LIKEWISE A CERTAIN THIRD POWER WHICH IS COGNIZED BY INTELLECT, AND THAT THIS CAN BE UNDERSTOOD FROM THESE, (VIZ., DISCORD AND FRIENDSHIP,) EXPRESSING HIMSELF SOMEHOW THUS:- "FOR IF, BENEATH HEARTS OF OAK, THESE TRUTHS YOU FIX, AND VIEW THEM KINDLY IN MEDITATIONS PURE, EACH ONE OF THESE, IN LAPSE OF TIME, WILL HAUNT YOU, AND MANY OTHERS, SPRUNG OF THESE, DESCEND. FOR INTO EVERY HABIT THESE WILL GROW, AS NATURE PROMPTS; BUT IF FOR OTHER THINGS YOU SIGH, WHICH, COUNTLESS, LINGER UNDISGUISED 'MID MEN, AND BLUNT THE EDGE OF CARE, AS YEARS ROLL ON THEY'LL LEAVE YOU FLEETLY, SINCE THEY YEARN TO REACH THEIR OWN BELOVED RACE; FOR KNOW THAT ALL POSSESS PERCEPTION AND A SHARE OF MIND." 
CHAP. XVIII.--SOURCE OF MARCIONISM; EMPEDOCLES REASSERTED AS THE SUGGESTER OF THE HERESY. 
WHEN, THEREFORE, MARCION OR SOME ONE OF HIS HOUNDS’ BARKS AGAINST THE DEMIURGE, AND ADDUCES REASONS FROM A COMPARISON OF WHAT IS GOOD AND BAD, WE OUGHT TO SAY TO THEM, THAT NEITHER PAUL THE APOSTLE NOR MARK, HE OF THE MAIMED FINGER, ANNOUNCED SUCH (TENETS). FOR NONE OF THESE (DOCTRINES) HAS BEEN WRITTEN IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK. BUT (THE REAL AUTHOR OF THE SYSTEM) IS EMPEDOCLES, SON OF METO, A NATIVE OF AGRIGENTUM. AND (MARCION) DESPOILED THIS (PHILOSOPHER), AND IMAGINED THAT UP TO THE PRESENT WOULD PASS UNDETECTED HIS TRANSFERENCE, UNDER THE SAME EXPRESSIONS, OF THE ARRANGEMENT OF HIS ENTIRE HERESY FROM SICILY INTO THE EVANGELICAL NARRATIVES. FOR BEAR WITH ME, O MARCION: AS YOU HAVE INSTITUTED A COMPARISON OF WHAT IS GOOD AND EVIL, I ALSO TO-DAY WILL INSTITUTE A COMPARISON FOLLOWING UP YOUR OWN TENETS, AS YOU SUPPOSE THEM TO BE. YOU AFFIRM THAT THE DEMIURGE OF THE WORLD IS EVIL--WHY NOT HIDE YOUR COUNTENANCE IN SHAME, (AS THUS) TEACHING TO THE CHURCH THE DOCTRINES OF EMPEDOCLES? YOU SAY THAT THERE IS A GOOD DEITY WHO DESTROYS THE WORKS OF THE DEMIURGE: THEN DO NOT YOU PLAINLY PREACH TO YOUR PUPILS, AS THE GOOD DEITY, THE FRIENDSHIP OF EMPEDOCLES. YOU FORBID MARRIAGE, THE PROCREATION OF CHILDREN, (AND) THE ABSTAINING FROM MEATS WHICH GOD HAS CREATED FOR PARTICIPATION BY THE FAITHFUL, AND THOSE THAT KNOW THE TRUTH. (THINKEST THOU, THEN,) THAT THOU CANST ESCAPE DETECTION, (WHILE THUS) ENJOINING THE PURIFICATORY RITES OF EMPEDOCLES? FOR IN POINT OF FACT YOU FOLLOW IN EVERY RESPECT THIS (PHILOSOPHER OF PAGANISM), WHILE YOU INSTRUCT YOUR OWN DISCIPLES TO REFUSE MEATS, IN ORDER NOT TO EAT ANY BODY (THAT MIGHT BE) A REMNANT OF A SOUL WHICH HAS BEEN PUNISHED BY THE DEMIURGE. YOU DISSOLVE MARRIAGES THAT HAVE BEEN CEMENTED BY THE DEITY. AND HERE AGAIN YOU CONFORM TO THE TENETS OF EMPEDOCLES, IN ORDER THAT FOR YOU THE WORK OF FRIENDSHIP MAY BE PERPETUATED AS ONE (AND) INDIVISIBLE. FOR, ACCORDING TO EMPEDOCLES, MATRIMONY SEPARATES UNITY, AND MAKES (OUT OF IT) PLURALITY, AS WE HAVE PROVED. 
CHAP. XIX.--THE HERESY OF PREPON; FOLLOWS EMPEDOCLES; MARCION REJECTS THE GENERATION OF THE SAVIOUR. 
THE PRINCIPAL HERESY OF MARCION, AND (THE ONE OF HIS) WHICH IS MOST FREE FROM ADMIXTURE (WITH OTHER HERESIES), IS THAT WHICH HAS ITS SYSTEM FORMED OUT OF THE THEORY CONCERNING THE GOOD AND BAD (GOD). NOW THIS, IT HAS BEEN MANIFESTED BY US, BELONGS TO EMPEDOCLES. BUT SINCE AT PRESENT, IN OUR TIMES, A CERTAIN FOLLOWER OF MARCION, (NAMELY) PREPON, AN ASSYRIAN, HAS ENDEAVOURED TO INTRODUCE SOMETHING MORE NOVEL, AND HAS GIVEN AN ACCOUNT OF HIS HERESY IN A WORK INSCRIBED TO BARDESANES, AN ARMENIAN, NEITHER OF THIS WILL I BE SILENT. IN ALLEGING THAT WHAT IS JUST CONSTITUTES A THIRD PRINCIPLE, AND THAT IT IS PLACED INTERMEDIATE BETWEEN WHAT IS GOOD AND BAD, PREPON OF COURSE IS NOT ABLE TO AVOID (THE IMPUTATION OF INCULCATING) THE OPINION OF EMPEDOCLES. FOR EMPEDOCLES ASSERTS THAT THE WORLD IS MANAGED BY WICKED DISCORD, AND THAT THE OTHER (WORLD) WHICH (IS MANAGED) BY FRIENDSHIP, IS COGNIZABLE BY INTELLECT. AND (HE ASSERTS) THAT THESE ARE THE TWO DIFFERENT PRINCIPLES OF GOOD AND EVIL, AND THAT INTERMEDIATE BETWEEN THESE DIVERSE PRINCIPLES IS IMPARTIAL REASON, IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHICH ARE UNITED THE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN SEPARATED BY DISCORD, (AND WHICH,) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE INFLUENCE OF FRIENDSHIP, ARE ACCOMMODATED TO UNITY. THE IMPARTIAL REASON ITSELF, THAT WHICH IS AN AUXILIARY TO FRIENDSHIP, EMPEDOCLES DENOMINATES "MUSA." AND HE HIMSELF LIKEWISE ENTREATS HER TO ASSIST HIM, AND EXPRESSES HIMSELF SOMEHOW THUS: "FOR IF ON FLEETING MORTALS, DEATHLESS MUSE, THY CARE IT BE THAT THOUGHTS OUR MIND ENGROSS, CALLIOPE, AGAIN BEFRIEND MY PRESENT PRAYER, AS I DISCLOSE A PURE ACCOUNT OF HAPPY GODS." MARCION, ADOPTING THESE SENTIMENTS, REJECTED ALTOGETHER THE GENERATION OF OUR SAVIOUR. HE CONSIDERED IT TO BE ABSURD THAT TINDER THE (CATEGORY OF A) CREATURE FASHIONED BY DESTRUCTIVE DISCORD SHOULD HAVE BEEN THE LOGOS THAT WAS AN AUXILIARY TO FRIENDSHIP--THAT IS, THE GOOD DEITY. (HIS DOCTRINE,) HOWEVER, WAS THAT, INDEPENDENT OF BIRTH, (THE LOGOS) HIMSELF DESCENDED FROM ABOVE IN THE FIFTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF TIBERIUS CAESAR, AND THAT, AS BEING INTERMEDIATE BETWEEN THE GOOD AND BAD DEITY, HE PROCEEDED TO GIVE INSTRUCTION IN THE SYNAGOGUES. FOR IF HE IS A MEDIATOR, HE HAS BEEN, HE SAYS, LIBERATED FROM THE ENTIRE NATURE OF THE EVIL DEITY. NOW, AS HE AFFIRMS, THE DEMIURGE IS EVIL, AND HIS WORKS. FOR THIS REASON, HE AFFIRMS, JESUS CAME DOWN UNBEGOTTEN, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT BE LIBERATED FROM ALL (ADMIXTURE OF) EVIL. AND HE HAS, HE SAYS, BEEN LIBERATED FROM THE NATURE OF THE GOOD ONE LIKEWISE, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY BE A MEDIATOR, AS PAUL STATES, AND AS HIMSELF ACKNOWLEDGES: "WHY CALL YE ME GOOD? THERE IS ONE GOOD," THESE, THEN, ARE THE OPINIONS OF MARCION, BY MEANS OF WHICH HE MADE MANY HIS DUPES, EMPLOYING THE CONCLUSIONS OF EMPEDOCLES. AND HE TRANSFERRED THE PHILOSOPHY INVENTED BY THAT (ANCIENT SPECULATOR) INTO HIS OWN SYSTEM OF THOUGHT, AND (OUT OF EMPEDOCLES) CONSTRUCTED HIS (OWN) IMPIOUS HERESY. BUT I CONSIDER THAT THIS HAS BEEN SUFFICIENTLY REFUTED BY US, AND THAT I HAVE NOT OMITTED ANY OPINION OF THOSE WHO PURLOIN THEIR OPINIONS FROM THE GREEKS, AND ACT DESPITEFULLY TOWARDS THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST, AS IF THEY HAD BECOME TEACHERS TO THEM OF THESE (TENETS). BUT SINCE IT SEEMS THAT WE HAVE SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED THE DOCTRINES OF THIS (HERETIC), LET US SEE WHAT CARPOCRATES SAYS. 
CHAP. XX.--THE HERESY OF CARPOCRATES; WICKED DOCTRINES CONCERNING JESUS CHRIST; PRACTISE MAGICAL ARTS; ADOPT A METEMPSYCHOSIS. 
CARPOCRATES AFFIRMS THAT THE WORLD AND THE THINGS IN IT WERE MADE BY ANGELS, FAR INFERIOR TO THE UNBEGOTTEN FATHER; AND THAT JESUS WAS GENERATED OF JOSEPH, AND THAT, HAVING BEEN BORN SIMILAR TO (OTHER) MEN, HE WAS MORE JUST THAN THE REST (OF THE HUMAN RACE). AND (CARPOCRATES ASSERTS) THAT THE SOUL (OF JESUS), INASMUCH AS IT WAS MADE VIGOROUS AND UNDEFILED, REMEMBERED THE THINGS SEEN BY IT IN ITS CONVERSE WITH THE UNBEGOTTEN GOD. AND (CARPOCRATES MAINTAINS) THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT THERE WAS SENT DOWN UPON (JESUS) BY THAT (GOD) A POWER, IN ORDER THAT THROUGH IT HE MIGHT BE ENABLED TO ESCAPE THE WORLD-MAKING (ANGELS). AND (HE SAYS) THAT THIS POWER, HAVING PASSED THROUGH ALL, AND HAVING OBTAINED LIBERTY IN ALL, AGAIN ASCENDED TO GOD (HIMSELF). AND (HE ALLEGES) THAT IN THE SAME CONDITION WITH (THE SOUL OF JESUS IS ALL THE SOULS) THAT EMBRACE SIMILAR OBJECTS OF DESIRE WITH THE (POWER JUST ALLUDED TO). AND THEY ASSERT THAT THE SOUL OF JESUS, (THOUGH,) ACCORDING TO LAW, IT WAS DISCIPLINED IN JEWISH CUSTOMS, (IN REALITY) DESPISED THEM. AND (HE SAYS) THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT (JESUS) RECEIVED POWERS WHEREBY, HE RENDERED NULL AND VOID THE PASSIONS INCIDENTAL TO MEN FOR THEIR PUNISHMENT. AND (HE ARGUES), THEREFORE, THAT THE (SOUL), WHICH, SIMILARLY WITH THAT SOUL OF CHRIST, IS ABLE TO DESPISE THE WORLD-MAKING ARCHONS, RECEIVES IN LIKE MAN-HER POWER FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF SIMILAR ACTS. WHEREFORE, ALSO, (ACCORDING TO CARPOCRATES, THERE ARE PERSONS WHO) HAVE ATTAINED UNTO SUCH A DEGREE OF PRIDE AS TO AFFIRM SOME OF THEMSELVES TO BE EQUAL TO JESUS HIMSELF, WHEREAS OTHERS AMONG THEM TO BE EVEN STILL MORE POWERFUL. BUT (THEY ALSO CONTEND) THAT SOME ENJOY AN EXCELLENCE ABOVE THE DISCIPLES OF THAT (REDEEMER), FOR INSTANCE PETER AND PAUL, AND THE REST OF THE APOSTLES, AND THAT THESE ARE IN NO RESPECT INFERIOR TO JESUS. AND (CARPOCRATES ASSERTS) THAT THE SOULS OF THESE HAVE ORIGINATED FROM THAT SUPERNAL POWER, AND THAT CONSEQUENTLY THEY, AS EQUALLY DESPISING THE WORLD-MAKING (ANGELS), HAVE BEEN DEEMED WORTHY OF THE SAME POWER, AND (OF THE PRIVILEGE) TO ASCEND TO THE SAME (PLACE). IF, HOWEVER, ANY ONE WOULD DESPISE EARTHLY CONCERNS MORE THAN DID THAT (SAVIOUR, CARPOCRATES SAYS) THAT SUCH A ONE WORLD HE ABLE TO BECOME SUPERIOR TO (JESUS, THE FOLLOWERS OF THIS HERETIC) PRACTICE THEIR MAGICAL ARTS AND INCANTATIONS, AND SPELLS AND VOLUP TUOUS FEASTS. AND (THEY ARE IN THE HABIT OF INVOKING THE AID OF) SUBORDINATE DEMONS AND DREAM-SENDERS, AND (OF RESORTING TO) THE REST OF THE TRICKS (OF SORCERY), ALLEGING THAT THEY POSSESS POWER FOR NOW ACQUIRING SWAY OVER THE ARCHONS AND MAKERS OF THIS WORLD, NAY, EVEN OVER ALL THE WORKS THAT ARE IN IT. (NOW THESE HERETICS) HAVE THEMSELVES BEEN SENT FORTH BY SATAN, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SLANDERING BEFORE THE GENTILES THE DIVINE NAME OF THE CHURCH. (AND THE DEVIL'S OBJECT IS,) THAT MEN HEARING, NOW AFTER ONE FASHION AND NOW AFTER ANOTHER, THE DOCTRINES OF THOSE (HERETICS), AND THINKING THAT ALL OF US ARE PEOPLE OF THE SAME STAMP, MAY TURN AWAY THEIR EARS FROM THE PREACHING OF THE TRUTH, OR THAT THEY ALSO, LOOKING, (WITHOUT ABJURING,) UPON ALL THE TENETS OF THOSE (HERETICS), MAY SPEAK HURTFULLY OF US. (THE FOLLOWERS OF CARPOCRATES) ALLEGE THAT THE SOULS ARE TRANSFERRED FROM BODY TO BODY, SO FAR AS THAT THEY MAY FILL UP (THE MEASURE OF) ALL THEIR SINS. WHEN, HOWEVER, NOT ONE (OF THESE SINS) IS LEFT, (THE CARPOCRATIANS AFFIRM THAT THE SOUL) IS THEN EMANCIPATED, AND DEPARTS UNTO THAT GOD ABOVE OF THE WORLD-MAKING ANGELS, AND THAT IN THIS WAY ALL SOULS WILL BE SAVED. IF, HOWEVER, SOME (SOULS), DURING THE PRESENCE OF THE SOUL IN THE BODY FOR ONE LIFE, MAY BY ANTICIPATION BECOME INVOLVED IN THE FULL MEASURE OF TRANSGRESSIONS, THEY, (ACCORDING TO THESE HERETICS,) NO LONGER UNDERGO METEMPSYCHOSIS. (SOULS OF THIS SORT,) HOWEVER, ON PAYING OFF AT ONCE ALL TRESPASSES, WILL, (THE CARPOCRATIANS SAY,) BE EMANCIPATED FROM DWELLING ANY MORE IN A BODY. CERTAIN, LIKEWISE, OF THESE (HERETICS) BRAND THEIR OWN DISCIPLES IN THE BACK PARTS OF THE LOBE OF THE RIGHT EAR. AND THEY MAKE COUNTERFEIT IMAGES OF CHRIST, ALLEGING THAT THESE WERE IN EXISTENCE AT THE TIME (DURING WHICH OUR LORD WAS ON EARTH, AND THAT THEY WERE FASHIONED) BY PILATE. 
CHAP. XXI.--THE SYSTEM OF CERINTHUS CONCERNING CHRIST. 
BUT A CERTAIN CERINTHUS, HIMSELF BEING DISCIPLINED IN THE TEACHING OF THE EGYPTIANS, ASSERTED THAT THE WORLD WAS NOT MADE BY THE PRIMAL DEITY, BUT BY SOME VIRTUE WHICH WAS AN OFFSHOOT FROM THAT POWER WHICH IS ABOVE ALL THINGS, AND WHICH (YET) IS IGNORANT OF THE GOD THAT IS ABOVE ALL. AND HE SUPPOSED THAT JESUS WAS NOT GENERATED FROM A VIRGIN, BUT THAT HE WAS BORN SON OF JOSEPH AND MARY, JUST IN A MANNER SIMILAR WITH THE REST OF MEN, AND THAT (JESUS) WAS MORE JUST AND MORE-WISE (THAN ALL THE HUMAN RACE). AND (CERINTHUS ALLEGES) THAT, AFTER THE BAPTISM (OF OUR LORD), CHRIST IN FORM OF A DOVE CAME DOWN UPON HIM, FROM THAT ABSOLUTE SOVEREIGNTY WHICH IS ABOVE ALL THINGS. AND THEN, (ACCORDING TO THIS HERETIC,) JESUS PROCEEDED TO PREACH THE UNKNOWN FATHER, AND IN ATTESTATION (OF HIS MISSION) TO WORK MIRACLES. IT WAS, HOWEVER, (THE OPINION OF CERINTHUS,) THAT ULTIMATELY CHRIST DEPARTED FROM JESUS, AND THAT JESUS SUFFERED AND ROSE AGAIN; WHEREAS THAT CHRIST, BEING SPIRITUAL, REMAINED BEYOND THE POSSIBILITY OF SUFFERING. 
CHAP. XXII.--DOCTRINE OF THE EBIONAEANS. 
THE EBIONAEANS, HOWEVER, ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE WORLD WAS MADE BY HIM WHO IS IN REALITY GOD, BUT THEY PROPOUND LEGENDS CONCERNING THE CHRIST SIMILARLY WITH CERINTHUS AND CARPOCRATES. THEY LIVE CONFORMABLY TO THE CUSTOMS OF THE JEWS, ALLEGING THAT THEY ARE JUSTIFIED. ACCORDING TO THE LAW, AND SAYING THAT JESUS WAS JUSTIFIED BY FULFILLING THE LAW. AND THEREFORE, IT WAS, (ACCORDING TO THE EBIONAEANS,) THAT (THE SAVIOUR) WAS NAMED (THE) CHRIST OF GOD AND JESUS, SINCE NOT ONE, OF THE REST (OF MANKIND) HAD OBSERVED COMPLETELY THE LAW. FOR IF EVEN ANY OTHER HAD FULFILLED THE COMMANDMENTS (CONTAINED) IN THE LAW, HE WOULD HAVE BEEN THAT CHRIST. AND THE (EBIONAEANS ALLEGE) THAT THEY THEMSELVES ALSO, WHEN IN LIKE MANNER THEY FULFIL (THE LAW), ARE ABLE TO BECOME CHRISTS; FOR THEY ASSERT THAT OUR LORD HIMSELF WAS A MAN IN A LIKE SENSE WITH ALL (THE REST OF THE HUMAN FAMILY). 
CHAP. XXIII.--THE HERESY OF THEODOTUS. 
BUT THERE WAS A CERTAIN THEODOTUS, A NATIVE OF BYZANTIUM, WHO INTRODUCED A NOVEL HERESY. HE ANNOUNCES TENETS CONCERNING THE ORIGINATING CAUSE OF THE UNIVERSE, WHICH ARE PARTLY IN KEEPING WITH THE DOCTRINES OF THE TRUE CHURCH, IN SO FAR AS HE ACKNOWLEDGES THAT ALL THINGS WERE CREATED BY GOD. FORCIBLY APPROPRIATING, HOWEVER, (HIS NOTIONS OF) CHRIST FROM THE SCHOOL OF THE GNOSTICS, AND OF CERINTHUS AND EBION, HE ALLEGES THAT (OUR LORD) APPEARED IN SOME SUCH MANNER AS I SHALL NOW DESCRIBE. (ACCORDING TO THIS, THEODOTUS MAINTAINS) THAT JESUS WAS A (MERE) MAN, BORN OF A VIRGIN, ACCORDING TO THE COUNSEL OF THE FATHER, AND THAT AFTER HE HAD LIVED PROMISCUOUSLY WITH ALL MEN, AND HAD BE COME PRE-EMINENTLY RELIGIOUS, HE SUBSEQUENTLY AT HIS BAPTISM IN JORDAN RECEIVED CHRIST, WHO CAME FROM ABOVE AND DESCENDED (UPON HIM) IN FORM OF A DOVE. AND THIS WAS THE REASON, (ACCORDING TO THEODOTUS,) WHY (MIRACULOUS) POWERS DID NOT OPERATE WITHIN HIM PRIOR TO THE MANIFESTATION IN HIM OF THAT SPIRIT WHICH DESCENDED, (AND) WHICH PROCLAIMS HIM TO BE THE CHRIST. BUT (AMONG THE FOLLOWERS OF THEODOTUS) SOME ARE DISPOSED (TO THINK) THAT NEVER WAS THIS MAN-MADE GOD, (EVEN) AT THE DESCENT OF THE SPIRIT; WHEREAS OTHERS (MAINTAIN THAT HE WAS MADE GOD) AFTER THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD. 
CHAP. XXIV.--THE MELCHISEDECIANS; THE NICOLAITANS. 
WHILE, HOWEVER, DIFFERENT QUESTIONS HAVE ARISEN AMONG THEM, A CERTAIN (HERETIC), WHO HIMSELF ALSO WAS STYLED THEODOTUS, AND WHO WAS BY TRADE A BANKER, ATTEMPTED TO ESTABLISH (THE DOCTRINE), THAT A CERTAIN MELCHISEDEC CONSTITUTES THE GREATEST POWER, AND THAT THIS ONE IS GREATER THAN CHRIST. AND THEY ALLEGE THAT CHRIST HAPPENS TO BE ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS (OF THIS MELCHISEDEC). AND THEY THEMSELVES, SIMILARLY WITH THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY SPOKEN OF AS ADHERENTS OF THEODOTUS, ASSERT THAT JESUS IS A (MERE) MAN, AND THAT, IN CONFORMITY WITH THE SAME ACCOUNT (ALREADY GIVEN), CHRIST DESCENDED UPON HIM. THERE ARE, HOWEVER, AMONG THE GNOSTICS DIVERSITIES OF OPINION; BUT WE HAVE DECIDED THAT IT WOULD NOT BE WORTH WHILE TO ENUMERATE THE SILLY DOCTRINES OF THESE (HERETICS), INASMUCH AS THEY ARE (TOO) NUMEROUS AND DEVOID OF REASON, AND FULL OF BLASPHEMY. NOW, EVEN THOSE (OF THE HERETICS) WHO ARE OF A MORE SERIOUS TURN IN REGARD OF THE DIVINITY, AND HAVE DERIVED THEIR SYSTEMS OF SPECULATION FROM THE GREEKS, MUST STAND CONVICTED (OF THESE CHARGES). BUT NICOLAUS HAS BEEN A CAUSE OF THE WIDE-SPREAD COMBINATION OF THESE WICKED MEN. HE, AS ONE OF THE SEVEN (THAT WERE CHOSEN) FOR THE DIACONATE, WAS APPOINTED BY THE APOSTLES. (BUT NICOLAUS) DEPARTED FROM CORRECT DOCTRINE, AND WAS IN THE HABIT OF INCULCATING INDIFFERENCY OF BOTH LIFE AND FOOD. AND WHEN THE DISCIPLES (OF NICOLAUS) CONTINUED TO OFFER INSULT TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, JOHN REPROVED THEM IN THE APOCALYPSE AS FORNICATORS AND EATERS OF THINGS OFFERED UNTO IDOLS. 
CHAP. XXV.--THE HERESY OF CERDON. 
BUT ONE CERDON HIMSELF ALSO, TAKING OCCASION IN LIKE MANNER FROM THESE (HERETICS) AND SIMON, AFFIRMS THAT THE GOD PREACHED BY MOSES AND THE PROPHETS WAS NOT FATHER OF JESUS CHRIST. FOR (HE CONTENDS) THAT THIS (FATHER) HAD BEEN KNOWN, WHEREAS THAT THE FATHER OF CHRIST WAS UNKNOWN, AND THAT THE FORMER WAS JUST, BUT THE LATTER GOOD. AND MARCION CORROBORATED THE TENET OF THIS (HERETIC) IN THE WORK WHICH HE ATTEMPTED TO WRITE, AND WHICH HE STYLED ANTITHESES. AND HE WAS IN THE HABIT, (IN THIS BOOK,) OF UTTERING WHATEVER SLANDERS SUGGESTED THEMSELVES TO HIS MIND AGAINST THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE. IN A SIMILAR MANNER LIKEWISE (ACTED) LUCIAN, THE DISCIPLE OF THIS (HERETIC). 
CHAP. XXVI.--THE DOCTRINES OF APELLES; PHILUMENE, HIS PROPHETESS. 
BUT APELLES, SPRUNG FROM THESE, THUS EXPRESSES HIMSELF, (SAYING) THAT THERE IS A CERTAIN GOOD DEITY, AS ALSO MARCION SUPPOSED, AND THAT HE WHO CREATED ALL THINGS IS JUST. NOW HE, (ACCORDING TO APELLES,) WAS THE DEMIURGE OF GENERATED ENTITIES. AND (THIS HERETIC ALSO MAIN-RAINS) THAT THERE IS A THIRD (DEITY), THE ONE WHO WAS IN THE HABIT OF SPEAKING TO MOSES, AND THAT THIS (GOD) WAS OF A FIERY NATURE, AND THAT THERE WAS ANOTHER FOURTH GOD, A CAUSE OF EVILS. BUT THESE HE DENOMINATES ANGELS. HE UTTERS, HOWEVER, SLANDERS AGAINST LAW AND PROPHETS, BY ALLEGING THAT THE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN WRITTEN ARE HUMAN (ORIGIN), AND ARE FALSE. AND (APELLES) SELECTS FROM THE GOSPELS OR (FROM THE WRITINGS OF) THE APOSTLE (PAUL) WHATEVER PLEASES HIMSELF, BUT HE DEVOTES HIMSELF TO THE DISCOURSES OF A CERTAIN PHILUMENE AS TO THE REVELATIONS OF A PROPHETESS. HE AFFIRMS, HOWEVER, THAT CHRIST DESCENDED FROM THE POWER ABOVE; THAT IS, FROM THE GOOD (DEITY), AND THAT HE IS THE SON OF THAT GOOD (DEITY). AND (HE ASSERTS THAT JESUS) WAS NOT BORN OF A VIRGIN, AND THAT WHEN HE DID APPEAR, HE WAS NOT DEVOID OF FLESH. (HE MAINTAINS,) HOWEVER, THAT (CHRIST) FORMED HIS BOOTY BY TAKING PORTIONS OF IT FROM THE SUBSTANCE OF THE UNIVERSE: THAT IS, HOT AND COLD, AND MOIST AND DRY. AND (HE SAYS THAT CHRIST), ON RECEIVING IN THIS BODY COSMICAL POWERS, LIVED FOR THE TIME HE DID IN (THIS) WORLD. BUT (HE HELD THAT JESUS) WAS SUBSEQUENTLY CRUCIFIED BY THE JEWS, AND EXPIRED, AND THAT, BEING RAISED UP AFTER THREE DAYS, HE APPEARED TO HIS DISCIPLES. AND (THE SAVIOUR) SHOWED THEM, (SO APELLES TAUGHT,) THE PRINTS OF THE NAILS AND (THE WOUND) IN HIS SIDE, DESIROUS OF PERSUADING THEM THAT HE WAS IN TRUTH NO PHANTOM, BUT WAS PRESENT IN THE FLESH. AFTER, SAYS (APELLES), HE HAD SHOWN THEM HIS FLESH, (THE SAVIOUR) RESTORED IT TO EARTH, FROM WHICH SUBSTANCE IT WAS (DERIVED. AND THIS HE DID BECAUSE) HE COVETED NOTHING THAT BELONGED TO ANOTHER. (THOUGH INDEED JESUS) MIGHT USE FOR THE TIME BEING (WHAT BELONGED TO ANOTHER), HE YET IN DUE COURSE RENDERED TO EACH (OF THE ELEMENTS) WHAT PECULIARLY BELONGED TO THEM. AND SO, IT WAS, THAT AFTER HE HAD ONCE MORE LOOSED THE CHAINS OF HIS BODY, HE GAVE BACK HEAT TO WHAT IS HOT, COLD TO WHAT IS COLD, MOISTURE TO WHAT IS MOIST, (AND) DRYNESS TO WHAT IS DRY. AND IN THIS CONDITION (OUR LORD) DEPARTED TO THE GOOD FATHER, LEAVING THE SEED OF LIFE IN THE WORLD FOR THOSE WHO THROUGH HIS DISCIPLES SHOULD BELIEVE IN HIM. IT APPEARS TO US THAT THESE (TENETS) HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED. SINCE, HOWEVER, WE HAVE DETERMINED TO LEAVE UNREFUTED NOT ONE OF THOSE OPINIONS THAT HAVE BEEN ADVANCED BY ANY (OF THE HERETICS), LET US SEE WHAT (SYSTEM) ALSO HAS BEEN INVENTED BY THE DOCETAE. 
HIPPOLYTUS: REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES
BOOK VIII.

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE CONTENTS OF THE EIGHTH BOOK OF THE REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES: WHAT ARE THE OPINIONS OF THE DOCETAE, AND THAT THEY HAVE FORMED THE DOCTRINES WHICH THEY ASSERT FROM NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. HOW MONOIMUS TRIFLES, DEVOTING HIS ATTENTION TO POETS, AND GEOMETRICIANS, AND ARITHMETICIANS. HOW (THE SYSTEM OF) TATIAN HAS ARISEN FROM THE OPINIONS OF VALENTINUS AND MARCION, AND HOW THIS HERETIC (FROM THIS SOURCE) HAS FORMED HIS OWN DOCTRINES. HERMOGENES, HOWEVER, AVAILED HIMSELF OF THE TENETS OF SOCRATES, NOT THOSE OF CHRIST. HOW THOSE ERR WHO CONTEND FOR KEEPING EASTER ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY. WHAT THE ERROR IS OF THE PHRYGIANS, WHO SUPPOSE THAT MONTANUS, AND PRISCILLA, AND MAXIMILLA, ARE PROPHETS. WHAT THE CONCEIT IS OF THE ENCRATITES, AND THAT THEIR OPINIONS HAVE BEEN FORMED NOT FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, BUT FROM THEMSELVES, AND THE GYMNOSOPHISTS AMONG THE INDIANS. 
CHAP. I.--HERESIES HITHERTO REFUTED; OPINIONS OF THE DOCETAE. 
SINCE THE GREAT BODY OF (THE HERETICS) DO NOT EMPLOY THE COUNSEL OF THE LORD, BY HAVING THE BEAM IN THE EYE, AND ANNOUNCE THAT THEY SEE WHEN IN REALITY LABOURING UNDER BLINDNESS, IT SEEMS TO US EXPEDIENT IN NO WISE TO BE SILENT CONCERNING THE TENETS OF THESE. OUR OBJECT IS, THAT BY THE REFUTATION ACCOMPLISHED BY US, THE (HERETICS), BEING OF THEMSELVES ASHAMED, MAY BE BROUGHT TO KNOW HOW THE SAVIOUR HAS ADVISED (MEN) FIRST TO TAKE AWAY THE BEAM, THEN TO BEHOLD CLEARLY THE MOTE THAT IS IN THY BROTHER'S EYE. HAVING THEREFORE ADEQUATELY AND SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED THE DOCTRINES OF THE MAJORITY (OF THE HERETICS) IN THE SEVEN BOOKS BEFORE THIS, WE SHALL NOT NOW BE SILENT AS REGARDS THE (HETERODOX) OPINIONS THAT FOLLOW (FROM THESE). WE SHALL BY THIS MEANS EXHIBIT THE ABUNDANCE OF THE GRACE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT; AND WE SHALL REFUTE THOSE (WHO SUPPOSE) THAT THEY HAVE ACQUIRED STEADFASTNESS OF DOCTRINE, WHEN IT IS ONLY IN APPEARANCE. NOW THESE HAVE STYLED THEMSELVES DOCETAE, AND PROPOUND THE FOLLOWING OPINIONS: (THE DOCETAE MAINTAIN) THAT GOD IS THE PRIMAL (BEING), AS IT WERE A SEED OF A FIG-TREE, WHICH IS ALTOGETHER VERY DIMINUTIVE IN SIZE, BUT INFINITE IN POWER. (THIS SEED CONSTITUTES, ACCORDING TO THE DOCETAE,) A LOWLY MAGNITUDE, INCALCULABLE IN MULTITUDE, (AND) LABOURING UNDER NO DEFICIENCY AS REGARDS GENERATION. (THIS SEED IS) A REFUGE FOR THE TERROR-STRICKEN, A SHELTER OF THE NAKED, A VEIL FOR MODESTY, (AND) THE SOUGHT-FOR PRODUCE, TO WHICH HE CAME IN SEARCH (FOR FRUIT), HE SAYS, THREE TIMES, AND DID NOT DISCOVER (ANY). WHEREFORE, HE SAYS, HE CURSED THE FIG-TREE, BECAUSE HE DID NOT FIND UPON IT THAT SWEET FRUIT--THE SOUGHT-FOR PRODUCE. AND INASMUCH AS THE DEITY IS, ACCORDING TO THEM TO EXPRESS MYSELF BRIEFLY--OF THIS DESCRIPTION AND SO GREAT, THAT IS, SMALL AND MINUTE, THE WORLD, AS IT SEEMS TO THEM, WAS MADE IN SOME SUCH MANNER AS THE FOLLOWING: WHEN THE BRANCHES OF THE FIG-TREE BECAME TENDER, LEAVES BUDDED (FIRST), AS ONE MAY (GENERALLY) SEE, AND NEXT IN SUCCESSION THE FRUIT. NOW, IN THIS (FRUIT) IS PRESERVED TREASURED THE INFINITE AND INCALCULABLE SEED OF THE FIG-TREE. WE THINK, THEREFORE, (SAY THE DOCETAE,) THAT THERE ARE THREE (PARTS) WHICH ARE PRIMARILY PRODUCED BY THE SEED OF THE FIG-TREE, (VIZ.,) STEM, WHICH CONSTITUTES THE FIG-TREE, LEAVES, AND FRUIT--THE FIG ITSELF, AS WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY DECLARED. IN THIS MANNER, THE (DOCETIC) AFFIRMS, HAVE BEEN PRODUCED THREE ÆONS, WHICH ARE PRINCIPLES FROM THE PRIMAL ORIGINATING CAUSE OF THE UNIVERSE. AND MOSES HAS NOT BEEN SILENT ON THIS POINT, WHEN HE SAYS, THAT THERE ARE THREE WORDS OF GOD, "DARKNESS, GLOOM, TEMPEST, AND ADDED NO MORE." FOR THE (DOCETIC) SAYS, GOD HAS MADE NO ADDITION TO THE THREE ÆONS; BUT THESE, IN EVERY RESPECT. HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENT FOR (THE EXIGENCIES OF) THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN BEGOTTEN AND ARE SUFFICIENT. GOD HIMSELF, HOWEVER, REMAINS WITH HIMSELF, FAR SEPARATED FROTH THE THREE ÆONS. WHEN EACH OF THESE ÆONS HAD OBTAINED AN ORIGINATING CAUSE OF GENERATION, HE GREW, AS HAS BEEN DECLARED, BY LITTLE AND LITTLE, AND (BY DEGREES) WAS MAGNIFIED, AND (ULTIMATELY) BECAME PERFECT. BUT THEY THINK THAT THAT IS PERFECT WHICH IS RECKONED AT TEN. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE ÆONS HAD BECOME EQUAL IN NUMBER AND IN PERFECTION, THEY WERE, AS (THE DOCETAE) ARE OF OPINION, CONSTITUTED THIRTY ÆONS IN ALL, WHILE EACH OF THEM ATTAINS FULL PERFECTION IN A DECADE. AND THE THREE ARE MUTUALLY DISTINCT, AND HOLD ONE (DEGREE OF) HONOUR RELATIVELY TO ONE ANOTHER, DIFFERING IN POSITION MERELY, BECAUSE ONE OF THEM IS FIRST, AND THE OTHER SECOND, AND THE OTHER OF THESE THIRD. POSITION, HOWEVER, AFFORDED THEM DIVERSITY OF POWER. FOR HE WHO HAS OBTAINED A POSITION NEAREST TO THE PRIMAL DEITY--WHO IS, AS IT WERE, A SEED--POSSESSED A MORE PRODUCTIVE POWER THAN THE REST, INASMUCH AS HE HIMSELF WHO IS THE IMMEASURABLE ONE, MEASURED HIMSELF TENFOLD IN BULK. HE, HOWEVER, WHO IN POSITION IS SECOND TO THE PRIMAL DEITY, HAS, INASMUCH AS HE IS THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE ONE, COMPREHENDED HIMSELF SIXFOLD. BUT HE WHO IS NOW THIRD IN POSITION IS CONVEYED TO AN INFINITE DISTANCE, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE DILATATION OF HIS BRETHREN. (AND WHEN THIS THIRD AEON) HAD THRICE REALIZED HIMSELF IN THOUGHT, HE ENCIRCLED HIMSELF WITH, AS IT WERE, SOME ETERNAL CHAIN OF UNION. 
CHAP. II.--DOCETIC NOTION OF THE INCARNATION; THEIR DOCTRINES OF ÆONS; THEIR ACCOUNT OF CREATION; THEIR NOTION OF A FIERY GOD. 
AND THESE (HERETICS) SUPPOSE THAT THIS IS WHAT IS SPOKEN BY THE SAVIOUR: "A SOWER WENT FORTH TO SOW; AND THAT WHICH FELL ON THE FAIR AND GOOD GROUND PRODUCED, SOME A HUNDRED-FOLD, AND SOME SIXTY-FOLD, AND SOME THIRTY-FOLD." AND FOR THIS REASON, THE (DOCETIC) SAYS, (THAT THE SAVIOUR) HAS SPOKEN THE WORDS, "HE THAT HATH EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR," BECAUSE THESE (TRUTHS)ARE NOT ALTOGETHER RUMOURS. ALL THESE ÆONS, BOTH THE THREE AND ALL THOSE INFINITE (ÆONS WHICH PROCEED) FROM THESE INDEFINITELY, ARE HERMAPHRODITE ÆONS. ALL THESE, THEN, AFTER THEY HAD BEEN INCREASED AND MAGNIFIED, AND HAD SPRUNG FROM THAT ONE PRIMARY SEED, (WERE ACTUATED BY A SPIRIT) OF CONCORD AND UNION, AND THEY ALL COALESCED INTO ONE AEON. AND IN THIS MANNER, THEY BEGOT OF A SINGLE VIRGIN, MARY, A JOINT OFFSPRING, WHO IS A MEDIATOR, (THAT IS,) THE SAVIOUR OF ALL WHO ARE IN THE (COVENANT OF) MEDIATION. (AND THIS SAVIOUR IS,) IN EVERY RESPECT, COEQUAL IN POWER WITH THE SEED OF THE FIG-TREE, WITH THE EXCEPTION THAT HE WAS GENERATED. WHEREAS THAT PRIMARY SEED, FROM WHENCE THE FIG-TREE SPRUNG, IS UNBEGOTTEN. WHEN, THEREFORE, THOSE THREE ÆONS WERE ADORNED WITH ALL VIRTUE AND WITH ALL SANCTITY, SO THESE TEACHERS SUPPOSE, AS WELL AS THAT ONLY BEGOTTEN CHILD--FOR HE ALONE WAS BEGOTTEN BY THOSE INFINITE ÆONS FROM THREE IMMEDIATELY CONCERNED IN HIS BIRTH, FOR THREE IMMEASURABLE ÆONS BEING UNANIMOUS PROCREATED HIM;-- (AFTER, I SAY, THE ÆONS AND ONLY SON WERE THUS ADORNED,) THE ENTIRE NATURE, WHICH IS COGNISED BY INTELLECT, WAS FASHIONED FREE FROM DEFICIENCY. NOW, ALL THOSE INTELLIGIBLE AND ETERNAL (ENTITIES) CONSTITUTED LIGHT. LIGHT, HOWEVER, WAS NOT DEVOID OF FORM, NOR INOPERATIVE, NOR IN WANT, AS IT WERE, OF THE ASSISTANCE OF ANY (OTHER POWER). BUT (LIGHT) PROPORTIONATELY WITH THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE INFINITE (ÆONS) INDEFINITELY (GENERATED) IN CONFORMITY WITH THE EXEMPLAR OF THE FIG-TREE, POSSESSES IN ITSELF INFINITE SPECIES OF VARIOUS ANIMALS INDIGENOUS TO THAT QUARTER OF CREATION, AND IT SHONE DOWN UPON THE UNDERLYING CHAOS. AND WHEN THIS (CHAOS) WAS SIMULTANEOUSLY ILLUMINATED, AND HAD FORM IMPARTED TO IT BY THOSE DIVERSIFIED SPECIES FROM ABOVE, IT DERIVED (THEREBY) SOLIDITY, AND ACQUIRED ALL THOSE SUPERNAL SPECIES FROM THE THIRD AEON, WHO HAD MADE HIMSELF THREEFOLD. THIS THIRD AEON, HOWEVER, BEHOLDING ALL HIS OWN DISTINCTIVE ATTRIBUTES LAID HOLD ON COLLECTIVELY BY THE UNDERLYING DARKNESS (WHICH WAS) BENEATH, AND NOT BEING IGNORANT OF THE POWER OF DARKNESS, AND AT THE SAME TIME OF THE SECURITY AND PROFUSION OF LIGHT, DID NOT ALLOW HIS BRILLIANT ATTRIBUTES (WHICH HE DERIVED) FROM ABOVE FOR ANY LENGTH OF TIME TO BE SNATCHED AWAY BY THE DARKNESS BENEATH. BUT (HE ACTED IN QUITE A CONTRARY MANNER), FOR HE SUBJECTED (DARKNESS) TO THE ÆONS. AFTER, THEN, HE HAD FORMED THE FIRMAMENT OVER THE NETHER WORLD, "HE BOTH DIVIDED THE DARKNESS FROM THE LIGHT, AND CALLED THE LIGHT WHICH WAS ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT DAY, AND THE DARKNESS HE CALLED NIGHT." WHEN ALL THE INFINITE SPECIES, THEN, AS I HAVE SAID, OF THE THIRD AEON WERE INTERCEPTED IN THIS THE LOWEST DARKNESS, THE FIGURE ALSO OF THE AEON HIMSELF, SUCH AS HE HAS BEEN DESCRIBED, WAS IMPRESSED (UPON THEM) ALONG WITH THE REST (OF HIS ATTRIBUTES). (NOW THIS FIGURE IS) A LIFE-GIVING FIRE, WHICH IS GENERATED FROM LIGHT, FROM WHENCE THE GREAT ARCHON ORIGINATED. AND RESPECTING THIS (ARCHON) MOSES OBSERVES: "IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH." MOSES MENTIONS THIS FIERY GOD AS HAVING SPOKEN FROM THE BUSH, (BATOS,) THAT IS, FROM THE DARKISH AIR. FOR THE WHOLE OF THE ATMOSPHERE THAT UNDERLIES THE DARKNESS IS (BATOS, I.E.,) A MEDIUM FOR THE TRANSMISSION OF LIGHT. NOW MOSES HAS EMPLOYED, SAYS (THE DOCETIC), THE EXPRESSION BATOS, BECAUSE ALL THE SPECIES OF LIGHT PASS DOWN FROM ABOVE BY MEANS OF THEIR HAVING THE ATMOSPHERE AS A MEDIUM (BATOS) OF TRANSMISSION. AND IN NO LESS DEGREE IS CAPABLE OF BEING RECOGNIZED THE WORD OF JEHOVAH ADDRESSED TO US FROM THE BUSH (BATOS, I.E., AN ATMOSPHERIC MEDIUM); FOR VOICE, AS SIGNIFICANT (IN LANGUAGE) OF A MEANING, IS A REVERBERATION OF AIR, AND WITHOUT THIS (ATMOSPHERE) HUMAN SPEECH IS INCAPABLE OF BEING RECOGNIZED. AND NOT ONLY THE WORD (OF JEHOVAH ADDRESSED) TO US FROM THE BUSH (BATOS), THAT IS, THE AIR, LEGISLATES AND IS A FELLOW-CITIZEN WITH; BUT (IT DOES MORE THAN THIS), FOR BOTH ODOURS AND COLOURS MANIFEST TO US, THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF AIR, THEIR OWN (PECULIAR) QUALITIES. 
CHAP. III.--CHRIST UNDOES THE WORK OF THE DEMIURGE; DOCETIC ACCOUNT OF THE BAPTISM AND DEATH OF JESUS; WHY HE LIVED FOR THIRTY YEARS ON EARTH. 
THIS FIERY DEITY, THEN, AFTER HE BECAME FIRE FROM LIGHT, PROCEEDED TO CREATE THE WORLD IN THE MANNER WHICH MOSES DESCRIBES. HE HIMSELF, HOWEVER, AS DEVOID OF SUBSISTENCE, EMPLOYS THE DARKNESS AS (HIS) SUBSTANCE, AND PERPETUALLY INSULTS THOSE ETERNAL ATTRIBUTES OF LIGHT WHICH, (BEING) FROM ABOVE, HAD BEEN LAID HOLD ON BY (THE DARKNESS) BENEATH. UP TO THE TIME, THEREFORE, OF THE APPEARANCE OF THE SAVIOUR, THERE PREVAILED, BY REASON OF THE DEITY OF FIERY LIGHT, (THAT IS,) THE DEMIURGE, A CERTAIN EXTENSIVE DELUSION OF SOULS. FOR THE SPECIES ARE STYLED SOULS, BECAUSE THEY ARE REFRIGERATION’S FROM THE (ÆONS) ABOVE, AND CONTINUE IN DARKNESS. BUT WHEN (THE SOULS) ARE ALTERED FROM BODIES TO BODIES, THEY REMAIN UNDER THE GUARDIANSHIP OF THE DEMIURGE. AND THAT THESE THINGS ARE SO, SAYS (THE DOCETIC), IT IS POSSIBLE ALSO TO PERCEIVE FROM JOB, WHEN HE USES THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "AND I AM A WANDERER, CHANGING BOTH PLACE AFTER PLACE, AND HOUSE AFTER HOUSE." AND (WE MAY LEARN, ACCORDING TO THE DOCETAE, THE SAME) FROM THE EXPRESSIONS OF THE SAVIOUR, "AND IF YE WILL RECEIVE IT, THIS IS ELIAS THAT WAS FOR TO COME. HE THAT HATH EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR." BUT BY THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF THE SAVIOUR THIS TRANSFERENCE OF SOULS FROM BODY TO BODY WAS MADE TO CEASE, AND FAITH IS PREACHED FOR REMISSION OF SINS. AFTER SOME SUCH MANNER, THAT ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, WHEN HE GAZES UPON THE FORMS OF THE SUPERNAL ÆONS, WHICH WERE TRANSFERRED FROM ABOVE INTO DARKISH BODIES, COMING DOWN, WISHED TO DESCEND AND DELIVER THEM. WHEN (THE SON), HOWEVER, BECAME AWARE THAT THE ÆONS, THOSE (THAT SUBSIST) COLLECTIVELY, ARE UNABLE TO BEHOLD THE PLEROMA OF ALL THE ÆONS, BUT THAT IN A STATE OF CONSTERNATION THEY FEAR LEST THEY MAY UNDERGO CORRUPTION AS BEING THEMSELVES PERISHABLE, AND THAT THEY ARE OVERWHELMED BY THE MAGNITUDE AND SPLENDOR OF POWER;-- (WHEN THE SON, I SAY, PERCEIVED THIS,) HE CONTRACTED HIMSELF--AS IT WERE A VERY GREAT FLASH IN A VERY SMALL BODY, NAY, RATHER AS A RAY OF VISION CONDENSED BENEATH THE EYELIDS, AND (IN THIS CONDITION) HE ADVANCES FORTH AS FAR AS HEAVEN AND THE EFFULGENT STARS. AND IN THIS QUARTER OF CREATION HE AGAIN COLLECTS HIMSELF BENEATH THE LIDS OF VISION ACCORDING AS HE WISHES IT. NOW THE LIGHT OF VISION ACCOMPLISHES THE SAME EFFECT; FOR THOUGH IT IS EVERYWHERE, AND (RENDERS VISIBLE) ALL THINGS, IT IS YET IMPERCEPTIBLE TO US. WE, HOWEVER, MERELY SEE LIDS OF VISION, WHILE CORNERS (OF THE EYE), A TISSUE WHICH IS BROAD, TORTUOUS, (AND) EXCEEDINGLY FIBROUS, A MEMBRANE OF THE CORNEA; AND UNDERNEATH THIS, THE PUPIL, WHICH IS SHAPED AS A BERRY, IS NET-LIKE AND ROUND. (AND WE OBSERVE) WHATEVER OTHER MEMBRANES THERE ARE THAT BELONG TO THE LIGHT OF THE EYE, AND ENVELOPED IN WHICH IT LIES CONCEALED. THUS, SAYS (THE DOCETIC), THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN (AND) ETERNAL CHILD FROM ABOVE ARRAYED HIMSELF IN A FORM TO CORRESPOND WITH EACH INDIVIDUAL AEON OF THE THREE ÆONS; AND WHILE HE WAS WITHIN THE TRIACONTAD OF ÆONS, HE ENTERED INTO THIS WORLD JUST AS WE HAVE DESCRIBED HIM, UN NOTICED, UNKNOWN, OBSCURE, AND DISBELIEVED. IN ORDER, THEREFORE, SAY THE DOCETAE, THAT HE MAY BE CLAD IN THE DARKNESS THAT IS PREVALENT IN MORE DISTANT QUARTERS OF CREATION-- (NOW BY DARKNESS HE MEANS) FLESH--AN ANGEL JOURNEYED WITH HIM FROM ABOVE, AND ANNOUNCED THE GLAD TIDINGS TO MARY, SAYS (THE DOCETIC), AS IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN. AND THE (CHILD) FROM HER WAS BORN, AS IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN. AND HE WHO CAME FROM ABOVE PUT ON THAT WHICH WAS BORN; AND SO, DID HE ALL THINGS, AS IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN (OF HIM) IN THE GOSPELS. HE WASHED IN JORDAN, AND WHEN HE WAS BAPTIZED, HE RECEIVED A FIGURE AND A SEAL IN THE WATER OF (ANOTHER SPIRITUAL BOOTY BESIDE) THE BODY BORN OF THE VIRGIN. (AND THE OBJECT OF THIS WAS,) WHEN THE ARCHON CONDEMNED HIS OWN PECULIAR FIGMENT (OF FLESH) TO DEATH, (THAT IS,) TO THE CROSS, THAT THAT SOUL WHICH HAD BEEN NOURISHED IN THE BODY (BORN OF THE VIRGIN) MIGHT STRIP OFF THAT BODY AND NAIL IT TO THE (ACCURSED) TREE. (IN THIS WAY THE SOUL) WOULD TRIUMPH BY MEANS OF THIS (BODY) OVER PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS, AND WOULD NOT BE FOUND NAKED, BUT WOULD, INSTEAD OF THAT FLESH, ASSUME THE (OTHER) BODY, WHICH HAD BEEN REPRESENTED IN THE WATER WHEN HE WAS BEING BAPTIZED. THIS IS, SAYS (THE DOCETIC), WHAT THE SAVIOUR AFFIRMS: "EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN OF WATER AND SPIRIT, BE WILL NOT ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, BECAUSE THAT WHICH IS BORN OF THE FLESH IS FLESH." FROM THE THIRTY ÆONS, THEREFORE, (THE SON) ASSUMED THIRTY FORMS. AND FOR THIS REASON, THAT ETERNAL ONE EXISTED FOR THIRTY YEARS ON THE EARTH, BECAUSE EACH AEON WAS IN A PECULIAR MANNER MANIFESTED DURING (HIS OWN) YEAR. AND THE SOULS ARE ALL THOSE FORMS THAT HAVE BEEN LAID HOLD ON BY EACH OF THE THIRTY ÆONS; AND EACH OF THESE IS SO CONSTITUTED AS TO DISCERN JESUS, WHO IS OF A NATURE (SIMILAR TO THEIR OWN). (AND IT WAS THE NATURE OF THIS JESUS) WHICH THAT ONLY-BEGOTTEN AND ETERNAL ONE ASSUMED FROM EVERLASTING PLACES. THESE (PLACES), HOWEVER, ARE DIVERSE. CONSEQUENTLY, A PROPORTIONATE NUMBER OF HERESIES, WITH THE UTMOST EMULATION, SEEK JESUS. NOW ALL THESE HERESIES HAVE THEIR OWN PECULIAR JESUS; BUT HE IS SEEN DIFFERENTLY ACCORDING AS THE PLACE IS DIFFERENT TOWARDS WHICH, HE SAYS, EACH SOUL IS BORNE AND HASTENS. (NOW EACH SOUL) SUPPOSES THAT (THE JESUS SEEN FROM ITS PARTICULAR PLACE) IS ALONE THAT (JESUS) WHO IS ITS OWN PECULIAR KINSMAN AND FELLOW-CITIZEN. AND ON FIRST BEHOLDING (THIS JESUS, THAT SOUL) RECOGNIZES HIM AS ITS OWN PECULIAR BROTHER, BUT THE REST AS BASTARDS. THOSE, THEN, THAT DERIVE THEIR NATURE FROM THE PLACES BELOW, ARE NOT ABLE TO SEE THE FORMS OF THE SAVIOUR WHICH ARE ABOVE THEM. THOSE, HOWEVER, HE SAYS, WHO ARE FROM ABOVE, FROM THE INTERMEDIATE DECADE AND THE MOST EXCELLENT OGDOAD--WHENCE, SAY (THE DOCETAE), WE ARE--HAVE THEMSELVES KNOWN NOT IN PART, BUT ENTIRELY, JESUS THE SAVIOUR. AND THOSE, WHO ARE FROM ABOVE, ARE ALONE PERFECT, BUT ALL THE REST ARE ONLY PARTIALLY SO. 
CHAP. IV.--DOCETIC DOCTRINE DERIVED FROM THE GREEK SOPHISTS. 
THESE (STATEMENTS), THEREFORE, I CONSIDER SUFFICIENT TO PROPERLY-CONSTITUTED MINDS FOR THE PURPOSE OF ATTAINING UNTO A KNOWLEDGE OF THE COMPLICATED AND UNSTABLE HERESY OF THE DOCETAE. (BUT) THOSE WHO HAVE PROPOUNDED ATTEMPTED ARGUMENTS ABOUT INACCESSIBLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE MATTER, HAVE STYLED THEMSELVES DOCETAE. NOW, WE CONSIDER THAT SOME OF THESE ARE ACTING FOOLISHLY, WE WILL NOT SAY IN APPEARANCE, BUT IN REALITY. AT ALL EVENTS, WE HAVE PROVED THAT A BEAM FROM SUCH MATTER IS CARRIED IN THE EYE, IF BY ANY MEANS THEY MAY BE ENABLED TO PERCEIVE IT. IF, HOWEVER, THEY DO NOT (DISCERN IT, OUR OBJECT IS) THAT THEY SHOULD NOT MAKE OTHERS BLIND. BUT THE FACT IS, THAT THE SOPHISTS OF THE GREEKS IN ANCIENT TIMES HAVE PREVIOUSLY DEVISED, IN MANY PARTICULARS, THE DOCTRINES OF THESE (DOCETAE), AS IT IS POSSIBLE FOR MY READERS (WHO TAKE THE TROUBLE) TO ASCERTAIN. THESE, THEN, ARE THE OPINIONS PROPOUNDED BY THE DOCETAE. AS TO WHAT LIKEWISE, HOWEVER, ARE THE TENETS OF MONOIMUS, WE SHALL NOT BE SILENT. 
CHAP. V.--MONOIMUS; MAN, THE UNIVERSE, ACCORDING TO MONOIMUS; HIS SYSTEM OF THE MONAD. 
MONOIMUS THE ARABIAN WAS FAR REMOVED FROM THE GLORY OF THE HIGH-SOUNDING POET. (FOR MONOIMUS) SUPPOSES THAT THERE IS SOME SUCH MAN AS THE POET (CALLS) OCEANUS, EXPRESSING HIMSELF SOMEHOW THUS: "OCEANS, SOURCE OF GODS AND SOURCE OF MEN." CHANGING THESE (SENTIMENTS) INTO OTHER WORDS, MONOIMUS SAYS THAT MAN IS THE UNIVERSE. NOW THE UNIVERSE IS THE ORIGINATING CAUSE OF ALL THINGS, UNBEGOTTEN, INCORRUPTIBLE, (AND) ETERNAL. AND (HE SAYS) THAT THE SON OF (THE) MAN PREVIOUSLY SPOKEN OF IS BEGOTTEN, AND SUBJECT TO PASSION, (AND) THAT HE IS GENERATED INDEPENDENTLY OF TIME. (AS WELL AS) UNDESIGNEDLY, (AND) WITHOUT BEING PREDESTINATED. FOR SUCH, HE SAYS, IS THE POWER OF THAT MAN. AND HE BEING THUS CONSTITUTED IN POWER, (MONOIMUS ALLEGES) THAT THE SON WAS BORN QUICKER THAN THOUGHT AND VOLITION. AND THIS, HE SAYS, IS WHAT HAS BEEN SPOKEN IN THE SCRIPTURES, "HE WAS, AND WAS GENERATED." AND THE MEANING OF THIS IS: MAN WAS, AND HIS SON WAS GENERATED; JUST AS ONE MAY SAY, FIRE WAS, AND, INDEPENDENTLY OF TIME, AND UNDESIGNEDLY, AND WITHOUT BEING PREDESTINATED, LIGHT WAS GENERATED SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE EXISTENCE OF THE FIRE. AND THIS MAN CONSTITUTES A SINGLE MONAD, WHICH IS UNCOMPOUNDED AND INDIVISIBLE, (AND YET AT THE SAME TIME) COMPOUNDED (AND) DIVISIBLE. (AND THIS MONAD IS) IN ALL RESPECTS FRIENDLY (AND) IN ALL RESPECTS PEACEFUL, IN ALL RESPECTS QUARRELSOME (AND) IN ALL RESPECTS CONTENTIOUS WITH ITSELF, DISSIMILAR (AND) SIMILAR. (THIS MONAD IS LIKEWISE,) AS IT WERE, A CERTAIN MUSICAL HARMONY, WHICH COMPRISES ALL THINGS IN ITSELF, AS MANY AS ONE MAY EXPRESS AND MAY OMIT WHEN NOT CONSIDERING; AND IT MANIFESTS ALL THINGS, AND GENERATES ALL THINGS. THIS MOTHER, THIS FATHER--TWO IMMORTAL NAMES. AS AN ILLUSTRATION, HOWEVER, CONSIDER, HE SAYS, AS A GREATEST IMAGE OF THE PERFECT MAN, THE ONE JOT--THAT ONE TITTLE. AND THIS ONE TITTLE IS AN UNCOMPOUNDED, SIMPLE, AND PURE MONAD, WHICH DERIVES ITS COMPOSITION FROM NOTHING AT ALL. (AND YET THIS TITTLE IS LIKEWISE) COMPOUNDED, MULTIFORM, BRANCHING INTO MANY SECTIONS, AND CONSISTING OF MANY PARTS. THAT ONE INDIVISIBLE TITTLE IS, HE SAYS, ONE TITTLE OF THE (LETTER) IOTA, WITH MANY FACES, AND INNUMERABLE EYES, AND COUNTLESS NAMES, AND THIS (TITTLE) IS AN IMAGE OF THAT PERFECT INVISIBLE MAN. 
CHAP, VI.--MONOIMUS' "IOTA;" HIS NOTION OF THE "SON OF MAN." 
THE MONAD, (THAT IS,) THE ONE TITTLE, IS THEREFORE, HE SAYS, ALSO A DECADE. FOR BY THE ACTUAL POWER OF THIS ONE TITTLE, ARE PRODUCED DUAD, AND TRIAD, AND TETRAD, AND PENTAD, AND HEXAD, AND HEPTAD, AND OGDOAD, AND ENNEAD, UP TO TEN. FOR THESE NUMBERS, HE SAYS, ARE CAPABLE OF MANY DIVISIONS, AND THEY RESIDE IN THAT SIMPLE AND UNCOMPOUNDED SINGLE TITTLE OF THE IOTA. AND THIS IS WHAT HAS BEEN DECLARED: "IT PLEASED (GOD) THAT ALL FULNESS SHOULD DWELL IN THE SON OF MAN BODILY." FOR SUCH COMPOSITIONS OF NUMBERS OUT OF THE SIMPLE AND UNCOMPOUNDED ONE TITTLE OF THE IOTA BECOME, HE SAYS, CORPOREAL REALITIES. THE SON OF MAN, THEREFORE, HE SAYS, HAS BEEN GENERATED FROM THE PERFECT MAN, WHOM NO ONE KNEW; EVERY CREATURE WHO IS IGNORANT OF THE SON, HOWEVER, FORMS AN IDEA OF HIM AS THE OFFSPRING OF A WOMAN. AND CERTAIN VERY OBSCURE RAYS OF THIS SON WHICH APPROACH THIS WORLD, CHECK AND CONTROL ALTERATION (AND) GENERATION. AND THE BEAUTY OF THAT SON OF MAN IS UP TO THE PRESENT INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO ALL MEN, AS MANY AS ARE DECEIVED IN REFERENCE TO THE OFFSPRING OF THE WOMAN. THEREFORE NOTHING, HE SAYS, OF THE THINGS THAT ARE IN OUR QUARTER OF CREATION HAS BEEN PRODUCED BY THAT MAN, NOR WILL AUGHT (OF THESE) EVER BE (GENERATED FROM HIM). ALL THINGS, HOWEVER, HAVE BEEN PRODUCED, NOT FROM THE ENTIRETY, BUT FROM SOME PART OF THAT SON OF MAN. FOR HE SAYS THE SON OF MAN IS A JOT IN ONE TITTLE, WHICH PROCEEDS FROM ABOVE, IS FULL, AND COMPLETELY REPLENISHES ALL (RAYS FLOWING DOWN FROM ABOVE). AND IT COMPRISES IN ITSELF WHATEVER THINGS THE MAN ALSO POSSESSES (WHO IS) THE FATHER OF THE SON OF MAN. 
CHAP. VII.--MONOIMUS ON THE SABBATH; ALLEGORIZES THE ROD OF MOSES; NOTION CONCERNING THE DECALOGUE. 
THE WORLD, THEN, AS MOSES SAYS, WAS MADE IN SIX DAYS, THAT IS, BY SIX POWERS, WHICH (ARE INHERENT) IN THE ONE TITTLE OF THE IOTA. (BUT) THE SEVENTH (DAY, WHICH IS) A REST AND SABBATH, HAS BEEN PRODUCED FROM THE HEBDOMAD, WHICH IS OVER EARTH, AND WATER, AND FIRE, AND AIR. AND FROM THESE (ELEMENTS) THE WORLD HAS BEEN FORMED BY THE ONE TITTLE. FOR CUBES, AND OCTAHEDRONS, AND PYRAMIDS, AND ALL FIGURES SIMILAR TO THESE, OUT OF WHICH CONSIST FIRE, AIR, WATER, (AND) EARTH, HAVE ARISEN FROM NUMBERS WHICH ARE COMPREHENDED IN THAT SIMPLE TITTLE OF THE IOTA. AND THIS (TITTLE) CONSTITUTES A PERFECT SON OF A PERFECT MAN. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE SAYS, MOSES MENTIONS THAT THE ROD WAS CHANGEABLY BRANDISHED FOR THE (INTRODUCTION OF THE) PLAGUES THROUGHOUT EGYPT --NOW THESE PLAGUES, HE SAYS, ARE ALLEGORICALLY EXPRESSED SYMBOLS OF THE CREATION --HE DID NOT (AS A SYMBOL) FOR MORE PLAGUES THAN TEN SHAPE THE ROD. NOW THIS (ROD) CONSTITUTES ONE TITTLE OF THE IOTA, AND IS (BOTH) TWOFOLD (AND) VARIOUS. THIS SUCCESSION OF TEN PLAGUES IS, HE SAYS, THE MUNDANE CREATION. FOR ALL THINGS, BY BEING STRICKEN, BRING FORTH AND BEAR FRUIT, JUST LIKE VINES. MAN, HE SAYS, BURSTS FORTH, AND IS FORCIBLY SEPARATED FROM MAN BY BEING SEVERED BY A CERTAIN STROKE. (AND THIS TAKES PLACE) IN ORDER THAT (MAN) MAY BE GENERATED, AND MAY DECLARE THE LAW WHICH MOSES ORDAINED, WHO RECEIVED FROM GOD. CONFORMABLY WITH THAT ONE TITTLE, THE LAW CONSTITUTES THE SERIES OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS WHICH EXPRESSES ALLEGORICALLY THE DIVINE MYSTERIES OF (THOSE) PRECEPTS. FOR, HE SAYS, ALL KNOWLEDGE OF THE UNIVERSE IS CONTAINED IN WHAT RELATES TO THE SUCCESSION OF THE TEN PLAGUES AND THE SERIES OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. AND NO ONE IS ACQUAINTED WITH THIS (KNOWLEDGE) WHO IS (OF THE NUMBER) OF THOSE THAT ARE DECEIVED CONCERNING THE OFFSPRING OF THE WOMAN. IF, HOWEVER, YOU SAY THAT THE PENTATEUCH CONSTITUTES THE ENTIRE LAW, IT IS FROM THE PENTAD WHICH IS COMPREHENDED IN THE ONE TITTLE. BUT THE ENTIRE IS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN ALTOGETHER PERFECTED IN UNDERSTANDING A MYSTERY, A NEW AND NOT ANTIQUATED FEAST, LEGAL, (AND) EVERLASTING, A PASSOVER OF THE LORD GOD KEPT UNTO OUR GENERATIONS, BY THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO DISCERN (THIS MYSTERY), AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE FOURTEENTH DAY, WHICH IS THE BEGINNING OF A DECADE FROM WHICH, HE SAYS, THEY RECKON. FOR THE MONAD, AS FAR AS FOURTEEN, IS THE SUMMARY OF THAT ONE (TITTLE) OF THE PERFECT NUMBER. FOR ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR, BECOME TEN; AND THIS IS THE ONE TITTLE. BUT FROM FOURTEEN UNTIL ONE-AND-TWENTY, HE ASSERTS THAT THERE IS AN HEBDOMAD WHICH INHERES IN THE ONE TITTLE OF THE WORLD, AND CONSTITUTES AN UNLEAVENED CREATURE IN ALL THESE. FOR IN WHAT RESPECT, HE SAYS, WOULD THE ONE TITTLE REQUIRE ANY SUBSTANCE SUCH AS LEAVEN (DERIVED) FROM WITHOUT FOR THE LORD'S PASSOVER, THE ETERNAL FEAST, WHICH IS GIVEN FOR GENERATION UPON GENERATION? FOR THE ENTIRE WORLD AND ALL CAUSES OF CREATION CONSTITUTE A PASSOVER, (I.E.,) A FEAST OF THE LORD. FOR GOD REJOICES IN THE CONVERSION OF THE CREATION, AND THIS IS ACCOMPLISHED BY TEN STROKES OF THE ONE TITTLE. AND THIS (TITTLE) IS MOSES' ROD, WHICH WAS GIVEN BY GOD INTO THE HAND OF MOSES. AND WITH THIS (ROD MOSES) SMITES THE EGYPTIANS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF ALTERING BODIES, AS, FOR INSTANCE, WATER INTO BLOOD; AND THE REST OF (MATERIAL) THINGS SIMILARLY WITH THESE,-- (AS, FOR EXAMPLE,) THE LOCUSTS, WHICH IS A SYMBOL OF GRASS. AND BY THIS HE MEANS THE ALTERATION OF THE ELEMENTS INTO FLESH; "FOR ALL FLESH," HE SAYS, "IS GRASS." THESE MEN, NEVERTHELESS RECEIVE EVEN THE ENTIRE LAW AFTER SOME SUCH MANNER; ADOPTING VERY PROBABLY, AS I THINK, THE OPINIONS OF THOSE OF THE GREEKS WHO AFFIRM THAT THERE ARE SUBSTANCE, AND QUALITY, AND QUANTITY, AND RELATION, AND PLACE, AND TIME, AND POSITION, AND ACTION, AND POSSESSION, AND PASSION. 
CHAP. VIII.--MONOIMUS EXPLAINS HIS OPINIONS IN A LETTER TO THEOPHRASTUS; WHERE TO FIND GOD; HIS SYSTEM DERIVED FROM PYTHAGORAS. 
MONOIMUS HIMSELF, ACCORDINGLY, IN HIS LETTER TO THEOPHRASTUS, EXPRESSLY MAKES THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT: "OMITTING TO SEEK AFTER GOD, AND CREATION, AND THINGS SIMILAR TO THESE, SEEK FOR HIM FROM (OUT OF) THYSELF, AND LEARN WHO IT IS THAT ABSOLUTELY APPROPRIATES (UNTO HIMSELF) ALL THINGS IN THEE, AND SAYS, 'MY GOD MY MIND, MY UNDERSTANDING, MY SOUL, MY BODY.' AND LEARN FROM WHENCE ARE SORROW, AND JOY, AND LOVE, AND HATRED, AND INVOLUNTARY WAKEFULNESS, AND INVOLUNTARY DROWSINESS, AND INVOLUNTARY ANGER, AND INVOLUNTARY AFFECTION; AND IF," HE SAYS, "YOU ACCURATELY INVESTIGATE THESE (POINTS), YOU WILL DISCOVER (GOD) HIMSELF, UNITY AND PLURALITY, IN THYSELF, ACCORDING TO THAT TITTLE, AND THAT HE FINDS THE OUTLET (FOR DEITY) TO BE FROM THYSELF." THOSE (HERETICS), THEN, (HAVE MADE) THESE (STATEMENTS). BUT WE ARE UNDER NO NECESSITY OF COMPARING SUCH (DOCTRINES) WITH WHAT HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN SUBJECTS OF MEDITATION ON THE PART OF THE GREEKS, INASMUCH AS THE ASSERTIONS ADVANCED BY THESE (HERETICS) EVIDENTLY DERIVE THEIR ORIGIN FROM GEOMETRICAL AND ARITHMETICAL ART. THE DISCIPLES, HOWEVER, OF PYTHAGORAS, EXPOUNDED THIS (ART) AFTER A MORE EXCELLENT METHOD, AS OUR READERS MAY ASCERTAIN BY CONSULTING THOSE PASSAGES (OF OUR WORK) IN WHICH WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED EXPOSITIONS OF THE ENTIRE WISDOM OF THE GREEKS. BUT SINCE THE HERESY OF MONOIMUS HAS BEEN SUFFICIENTLY REFUTED, LET US SEE WHAT ARE THE FICTITIOUS DOCTRINES WHICH THE REST ALSO (OF THESE HERETICS) DEVISE, IN THEIR DESIRE TO SET UP FOR THEMSELVES AN EMPTY NAME. 
CHAP. IX.--TATIAN. 
TATIAN, HOWEVER, ALTHOUGH BEING HIMSELF A DISCIPLE OF JUSTINUS THE MARTYR, DID NOT ENTERTAIN SIMILAR OPINIONS WITH HIS MASTER. BUT HE ATTEMPTED (TO ESTABLISH) CERTAIN NOVEL (TENETS), AND AFFIRMED THAT THERE EXISTED CERTAIN INVISIBLE ÆONS. AND HE FRAMED A LEGENDARY ACCOUNT (OF THEM), SIMILARLY TO THOSE (SPOKEN OF) BY VALENTINUS. AND SIMILARLY, WITH MARCION, HE ASSERTS THAT MARRIAGE IS DESTRUCTION. BUT HE ALLEGES THAT ADAM IS NOT SAVED ON ACCOUNT OF HIS HAVING BEEN THE AUTHOR OF DISOBEDIENCE. AND SO FAR FOR THE DOCTRINES OF TATIAN. 
CHAP. X.--HERMOGENES; ADOPTS THE SOCRATIC PHILOSOPHY; HIS NOTION CONCERNING THE BIRTH AND BODY OF OUR LORD. 
BUT A CERTAIN HERMOGENES, HIMSELF ALSO IMAGINING THAT HE PROPOUNDED SOME NOVEL OPINION, SAID THAT GOD MADE ALL THINGS OUT OF COEVAL AND UNGENERATED MATTER. FOR THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE THAT GOD COULD MAKE GENERATED THINGS OUT OF THINGS THAT ARE NOT. AND THAT GOD IS ALWAYS LORD, AND ALWAYS CREATOR, AND MATTER ALWAYS A SUBSERVIENT (SUBSTANCE), AND THAT WHICH IS ASSUMING PHASES OF BEING--NOT, HOWEVER, THE WHOLE OF IT. FOR WHEN IT WAS BEING CONTINUALLY MOVED IN A RUDE AND DISORDERLY MANNER, HE REDUCED (MATTER) INTO ORDER BY THE FOLLOWING EXPEDIENT. AS HE GAZED (UPON MATTER) IN A SEETHING CONDITION, LIKE (THE CONTENTS OF) A POT WHEN A FIRE IS BURNING UNDERNEATH, HE EFFECTED A PARTIAL SEPARATION. AND TAKING ONE PORTION FROM THE WHOLE, HE SUBDUED IT, BUT ANOTHER HE ALLOWED TO BE WHIRLED IN A DISORDERLY MANNER. AND HE ASSERTS THAT WHAT WAS (THUS) SUBDUED IS THE WORLD, BUT THAT ANOTHER PORTION REMAINS WILD, AND IS DENOMINATED CHAOTIC MATTER. HE ASSERTS THAT THIS CONSTITUTES THE SUBSTANCE OF ALL THINGS, AS IF INTRODUCING A NOVEL TENET FOR HIS DISCIPLES. HE DOES NOT, HOWEVER, REFLECT THAT THIS HAPPENS TO BE THE SOCRATIC DISCOURSE, WHICH (INDEED) IS WORKED OUT MORE ELABORATELY BY PLATO THAN BY HERMOGENES. HE ACKNOWLEDGES, HOWEVER, THAT CHRIST IS THE SON OF THE GOD WHO CREATED ALL THINGS; AND ALONG WITH (THIS ADMISSION), HE CONFESSES THAT HE WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN AND OF (THE) SPIRIT, ACCORDING TO THE VOICE OF THE GOSPELS. AND (HERMOGENES MAINTAINS THAT CHRIST), AFTER HIS PASSION, WAS RAISED UP IN A BODY, AND THAT HE APPEARED TO HIS DISCIPLES, AND THAT AS HE WENT UP INTO HEAVEN, HE LEFT HIS BODY IN THE SUN, BUT THAT HE HIMSELF PROCEEDED ON TO THE FATHER. NOW (HERMOGENES) RESORTS TO TESTIMONY, THINKING TO SUPPORT HIMSELF BY WHAT IS SPOKEN, (VIZ.) WHAT THE PSALMIST DAVID SAYS: "IN THE SUN HE HATH PLACED HIS TABERNACLE, AND HIMSELF AS A BRIDEGROOM COMING FORTH FROM HIS NUPTIAL CHAMBER, (AND) HE WILL REJOICE AS A GIANT TO RUN HIS COURSE." THESE, THEN, ARE THE OPINIONS WHICH ALSO HERMOGENES ATTEMPTED TO ESTABLISH. 
CHAP. XI.--THE QUARTODECIMANS. 
AND CERTAIN OTHER (HERETICS), CONTENTIOUS BY NATURE, (AND) WHOLLY UNIFORMED AS REGARDS KNOWLEDGE, AS WELL AS IN THEIR MANNER MORE (THAN USUALLY) QUARRELSOME, COMBINE (IN MAINTAINING) THAT EASTER SHOULD BE KEPT ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LAW, ON WHATEVER DAY (OF THE WEEK) IT SHOULD OCCUR. (BUT IN THIS) THEY ONLY REGARD WHAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN IN THE LAW, THAT HE WILL BE ACCURSED WHO DOES NOT SO KEEP (THE COMMANDMENT) AS IT IS ENJOINED. THEY DO NOT, HOWEVER, ATTEND TO THIS (FACT), THAT THE LEGAL ENACTMENT WAS MADE FOR JEWS, WHO IN TIMES TO COME SHOULD KILL THE REAL PASSOVER. AND THIS (PASCHAL SACRIFICE, IN ITS EFFICACY,) HAS SPREAD UNTO THE GENTILES, AND IS DISCERNED BY FAITH, AND NOT NOW OBSERVED IN LETTER (MERELY). THEY ATTEND TO THIS ONE COMMANDMENT, AND DO NOT LOOK UNTO WHAT HAS BEEN SPOKEN BY THE APOSTLE: "FOR I TESTIFY TO EVERY MAN THAT IS CIRCUMCISED, THAT HE IS A DEBTOR TO KEEP THE WHOLE LAW." IN OTHER RESPECTS, HOWEVER, THESE CONSENT TO ALL THE TRADITIONS DELIVERED TO THE CHURCH BY THE APOSTLES. 
CHAP. XII.--THE MONTANISTS; PRISCILLA AND MAXIMILLA THEIR PROPHETESSES; SOME OF THEM NOETIANS. 
BUT THERE ARE OTHERS WHO THEMSELVES ARE EVEN MORE HERETICAL IN NATURE (THAN THE FOREGOING). AND ARE PHRYGIANS BY BIRTH. THESE HAVE BEEN RENDERED VICTIMS OF ERROR FROM BEING PREVIOUSLY CAPTIVATED BY (TWO) WRETCHED WOMEN, CALLED A CERTAIN PRISCILLA AND MAXIMILLA, WHOM THEY SUPPOSED (TO BE) PROPHETESSES. AND THEY ASSERT THAT INTO THESE THE PARACLETE SPIRIT HAD DEPARTED; AND ANTECEDENTLY TO THEM, THEY IN LIKE MANNER CONSIDER MONTANUS AS A PROPHET. AND BEING IN POSSESSION OF AN INFINITE NUMBER OF THEIR BOOKS, (THE PHRYGIANS) ARE OVERRUN WITH DELUSION; AND THEY DO NOT JUDGE WHATEVER STATEMENTS ARE MADE BY THEM, ACCORDING TO (THE CRITERION OF) REASON; NOR DO THEY GIVE HEED UNTO THOSE WHO ARE COMPETENT TO DECIDE; BUT THEY ARE HEEDLESSLY SWEPT ONWARDS, BY THE RELIANCE WHICH THEY PLACE ON THESE (IMPOSTORS). AND THEY ALLEGE THAT THEY HAVE LEARNED SOMETHING MORE THROUGH THESE, THAN FROM LAW, AND PROPHETS, AND THE GOSPELS. BUT THEY MAGNIFY THESE WRETCHED WOMEN ABOVE THE APOSTLES AND EVERY GIFT OF GRACE, SO THAT SOME OF THEM PRESUME TO ASSERT THAT THERE IS IN THEM A SOMETHING SUPERIOR TO CHRIST. THESE ACKNOWLEDGE GOD TO BE THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE, AND CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, SIMILARLY WITH THE CHURCH, AND (RECEIVE) AS MANY THINGS AS THE GOSPEL TESTIFIES CONCERNING CHRIST. THEY INTRODUCE, HOWEVER, THE NOVELTIES OF FASTS, AND FEASTS, AND MEALS OF PARCHED FOOD, AND REPASTS OF RADISHES, ALLEGING THAT THEY HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED BY WOMEN. AND SOME OF THESE ASSENTS TO THE HERESY OF THE NOETIANS, AND AFFIRM THAT THE FATHER HIMSELF IS THE SON, AND THAT THIS (ONE) CAME UNDER GENERATION, AND SUFFERING, AND DEATH. CONCERNING THESE I SHALL AGAIN OFFER AN EXPLANATION, AFTER A MORE MINUTE MANNER; FOR THE HERESY OF THESE HAS BEEN AN OCCASION OF EVILS TO MANY. WE THEREFORE ARE OF OPINION, THAT THE STATEMENTS MADE CONCERNING THESE (HERETICS) ARE SUFFICIENT WHEN WE SHALL HAVE BRIEFLY PROVED TO ALL THAT THE MAJORITY OF THEIR BOOKS ARE SILLY, AND THEIR ATTEMPTS (AT REASONING) WEAK, AND WORTHY OF NO CONSIDERATION. BUT IT IS NOT NECESSARY FOR THOSE WHO POSSESS A SOUND MIND TO PAY ATTENTION (EITHER TO THEIR VOLUMES OR THEIR ARGUMENTS). 
CHAP. XIII.--THE DOCTRINES OF THE ENCRATITES. 
OTHERS, HOWEVER, STYLING THEMSELVES ENCRATITES, ACKNOWLEDGE SOME THINGS CONCERNING GOD AND CHRIST IN LIKE MANNER WITH THE CHURCH. IN RESPECT, HOWEVER, OF THEIR MODE OF LIFE, THEY PASS THEIR DAYS INFLATED WITH PRIDE. THEY SUPPOSE, THAT BY MEATS THEY MAGNIFY THEMSELVES, WHILE ABSTAINING FROM ANIMAL FOOD, (AND) BEING WATER-DRINKERS, AND FORBIDDING TO MARRY, AND DEVOTING THEMSELVES DURING THE REMAINDER OF LIFE TO HABITS OF ASCETICISM. BUT PERSONS OF THIS DESCRIPTION ARE ESTIMATED CYNICS RATHER THAN CHRISTIANS, INASMUCH AS THEY DO NOT ATTEND UNTO THE WORDS SPOKEN AGAINST THEM THROUGH THE APOSTLE PAUL. NOW HE, PREDICTING THE NOVELTIES THAT WERE TO BE HEREAFTER INTRODUCED INEFFECTUALLY BY CERTAIN (HERETICS), MADE A STATEMENT THUS: "THE SPIRIT SPEAKETH EXPRESSLY, IN THE LATTER TIMES CERTAIN WILL DEPART FROM SOUND DOCTRINE, GIVING HEED TO SEDUCING SPIRITS AND DOCTRINES OF DEVILS, UTTERING FALSEHOODS IN HYPOCRISY, HAVING THEIR OWN CONSCIENCE SEARED WITH A HOT IRON, FORBIDDING TO MARRY, TO ABSTAIN FROM MEATS, WHICH GOD HAS CREATED TO BE PARTAKEN OF WITH THANKSGIVING BY THE FAITHFUL, AND THOSE WHO KNOW THE TRUTH; BECAUSE EVERY CREATURE OF GOD IS GOOD, AND NOTHING TO BE REJECTED WHICH IS RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING; FOR IT IS SANCTIFIED BY THE WORD OF GOD AND PRAYER." THIS VOICE, THEN, OF THE BLESSED PAUL, IS SUFFICIENT FOR THE REFUTATION OF THOSE WHO LIVE IN THIS MANNER, AND PLUME THEMSELVES ON BEING JUST; (AND) FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVING THAT ALSO, THIS (TENET OF THE ENCRATITES) CONSTITUTES A HERESY. BUT EVEN THOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN DENOMINATED CERTAIN OTHER HERESIES--I MEAN THOSE OF THE CAINITES, OPHITES, OR NOACHITES, AND OF OTHERS OF THIS DESCRIPTION--I HAVE NOT DEEMED IT REQUISITE TO EXPLAIN THE THINGS SAID OR DONE BY THESE, TEST ON THIS ACCOUNT THEY MAY CONSIDER THEMSELVES SOMEBODY, OR DESERVING OF CONSIDERATION. SINCE, HOWEVER, THE STATEMENTS CONCERNING THESE APPEAR TO BE SUFFICIENT, LET US PASS ON TO THE CAUSE OF EVILS TO ALL, (VIZ.,) THE HERESY OF THE NOETIANS. NOW, AFTER WE HAVE LAID BARE THE ROOT OF THIS (HERESY), AND STIGMATIZED OPENLY THE VENOM, AS IT WERE, LURKING WITHIN IT, LET US SEEK TO DETER FROM AN ERROR OF THIS DESCRIPTION THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN IMPELLED INTO IT BY A VIOLENT SPIRIT, AS IT WERE BY A SWOLLEN TORRENT. 
HIPPOLYTUS: REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES
BOOK IX.
THE FOLLOWING ARE THE CONTENTS OF THE NINTH BOOK OF THE REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES: WHAT THE BLASPHEMOUS FOLLY IS OF NOETUS, AND THAT HE DEVOTED HIMSELF TO THE TENETS OF HERACLITUS THE OBSCURE, NOT TO THOSE OF CHRIST. AND HOW CALLISTUS, INTERMINGLING THE HERESY OF CLEOMENES, THE DISCIPLE OF NOETUS, WITH THAT OF THEODOTUS, CONSTRUCTED ANOTHER MORE NOVEL HERESY, AND WHAT SORT THE LIFE OF THIS (HERETIC) WAS. WHAT WAS THE RECENT ARRIVAL (AT ROME) OF THE STRANGE SPIRIT ELCHASAI, AND THAT THERE SERVED AS A CONCEALMENT OF HIS PECULIAR ERRORS HIS APPARENT ADHESION TO THE LAW, WHEN IN POINT OF FACT HE DEVOTES HIMSELF TO THE TENETS OF THE GNOSTICS, OR EVEN OF THE ASTROLOGISTS, AND TO THE ARTS OF SORCERY? WHAT THE CUSTOMS OF THE JEWS ARE, AND HOW MANY DIVERSITIES OF OPINION THERE ARE (AMONGST THEM). 
CHAP. I.--AN ACCOUNT OF CONTEMPORANEOUS HERESY. 
A LENGTHENED CONFLICT, THEN, HAVING BEEN MAINTAINED CONCERNING ALL HERESIES BY US WHO, AT ALL EVENTS, HAVE NOT LEFT ANY UNREFUTED, THE GREATEST STRUGGLE NOW REMAINS BEHIND, VIZ., TO FURNISH AN ACCOUNT AND REFUTATION OF THOSE HERESIES THAT HAVE SPRUNG UP IN OUR OWN DAY, BY WHICH CERTAIN IGNORANT AND PRESUMPTUOUS MEN HAVE ATTEMPTED TO SCATTER ABROAD THE CHURCH, AND HAVE INTRODUCED THE GREATEST CONFUSION AMONG ALL THE FAITHFUL THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE WORLD. FOR IT SEEMS EXPEDIENT THAT WE, MAKING AN ONSLAUGHT UPON THE OPINION WHICH CONSTITUTES THE PRIME SOURCE OF (CONTEMPORANEOUS) EVILS, SHOULD PROVE WHAT ARE THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLES OF THIS (OPINION), IN ORDER THAT ITS OFFSHOOTS, BECOMING A MATTER OF GENERAL NOTORIETY, MAY BE MADE THE OBJECT OF UNIVERSAL SCORN. 
CHAP, II.--SOURCE OF THE HERESY OF NOETUS; CLEOMENES HIS DISCIPLE; ITS APPEARANCE AT ROME DURING THE EPISCOPATES OF ZEPHYRINUS AND CALLISTUS; NOETIANISM OPPOSED AT ROME BY HIPPOLYTUS. 
THERE HAS APPEARED ONE, NOETUS BY NAME, AND BY BIRTH A NATIVE OF SMYRNA. THIS PERSON INTRODUCED A HERESY FROM THE TENETS OF HERACLITUS. NOW A CERTAIN MAN CALLED EPIGONUS BECOMES HIS MINISTER AND PUPIL, AND THIS PERSON DURING HIS SOJOURN AT ROME DISSEMINATED HIS GODLESS OPINION. BUT CLEOMENES, WHO HAD BECOME HIS DISCIPLE, AN ALIEN BOTH IN WAY OF LIFE AND HABITS FROM THE CHURCH, WAS WONT TO CORROBORATE THE (NOETIAN) DOCTRINE. AT THAT TIME, ZEPHYRINUS IMAGINES THAT HE ADMINISTERS THE AFFAIRS OF THE CHURCH --AN UNINFORMED AND SHAMEFULLY CORRUPT MAN. AND HE, BEING PERSUADED BY PROFFERED GAIN, WAS ACCUSTOMED TO CONNIVE AT THOSE WHO WERE PRESENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF BECOMING DISCIPLES OF CLEOMENES. BUT (ZEPHYRINUS) HIMSELF, BEING IN PROCESS OF TIME ENTICED AWAY, HURRIED HEADLONG INTO THE SAME OPINIONS; AND HE HAD CALLISTUS AS HIS ADVISER, AND A FELLOW-CHAMPION OF THESE WICKED TENETS. BUT THE LIFE OF THIS (CALLISTUS), AND THE HERESY INVENTED BY HIM, I SHALL AFTER A LITTLE EXPLAIN. THE SCHOOL OF THESE HERETICS DURING THE SUCCESSION OF SUCH BISHOPS, CONTINUED TO ACQUIRE STRENGTH AND AUGMENTATION, FROM THE FACT THAT ZEPHYRINUS AND CALLISTUS HELPED THEM TO PREVAIL. NEVER AT ANY TIME, HOWEVER, HAVE WE BEEN GUILTY OF COLLUSION WITH THEM; BUT WE HAVE FREQUENTLY OFFERED THEM OPPOSITION, AND HAVE REFUTED THEM, AND HAVE FORCED THEM RELUCTANTLY TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE TRUTH. AND THEY, ABASHED AND CONSTRAINED BY THE TRUTH, HAVE CONFESSED THEIR ERRORS FOR A SHORT PERIOD, BUT AFTER A LITTLE, WALLOW ONCE AGAIN IN THE SAME MIRE. 
CHAP. III.--NOETIANISM AN OFFSHOOT FROM THE HERACLITIC PHILOSOPHY. 
BUT SINCE WE HAVE EXHIBITED THE SUCCESSION OF THEIR GENEALOGY, IT SEEMS EXPEDIENT NEXT THAT WE SHOULD ALSO EXPLAIN THE DEPRAVED TEACHING INVOLVED IN THEIR DOCTRINES. FOR THIS PURPOSE, WE SHALL FIRST ADDUCE THE OPINIONS ADVANCED BY HERACLITUS "THE OBSCURE," AND WE SHALL NEXT MAKE MANIFEST WHAT ARE THE PORTIONS OF THESE OPINIONS THAT ARE OF HERACLITAN ORIGIN. SUCH PARTS OF THEIR SYSTEM ITS PRESENT CHAMPIONS ARE NOT AWARE BELONG TO THE "OBSCURE" PHILOSOPHER, BUT THEY IMAGINE THEM TO BELONG TO CHRIST. BUT IF THEY MIGHT HAPPEN TO FALL IN WITH THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS, PERHAPS THEY THUS MIGHT BE PUT OUT OF COUNTENANCE, AND INDUCED TO DESIST FROM THIS GODLESS BLASPHEMY OF THEIRS. NOW, EVEN THOUGH THE OPINION OF HERACLITUS HAS BEEN EXPOUNDED BY US PREVIOUSLY IN THE PHILOSOPHUMENA, IT NEVERTHELESS SEEMS EXPEDIENT NOW ALSO TO SET DOWN SIDE BY SIDE IN CONTRAST THE TWO SYSTEMS, IN ORDER THAT BY THIS CLOSER REFUTATION THEY MAY BE EVIDENTLY INSTRUCTED. I MEAN THE FOLLOWERS OF THIS (HERETIC), WHO IMAGINE THEMSELVES TO BE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST, WHEN IN REALITY THEY ARE NOT SO, BUT OF" THE OBSCURE." 
CHAP. IV.--AN ACCOUNT OF THE SYSTEM OF HERACLITUS. 
HERACLITUS THEN SAYS THAT THE UNIVERSE IS ONE, DIVISIBLE AND INDIVISIBLE; GENERATED AND UNGENERATED; MORTAL AND IMMORTAL; REASON, ETERNITY; FATHER, SON, AND JUSTICE, GOD. "FOR THOSE WHO HEARKEN NOT TO ME, BUT THE DOCTRINE, IT IS WISE THAT THEY ACKNOWLEDGE ALL THINGS TO BE ONE," SAYS HERACLITUS; AND BECAUSE ALL DO NOT KNOW OR CONFESS THIS, HE UTTERS A REPROOF SOMEWHAT IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS: "PEOPLE DO NOT UNDERSTAND HOW WHAT IS DIVERSE (NEVERTHELESS) COINCIDES WITH ITSELF, JUST LIKE THE INVERSE HARMONY OF A BOW AND LYRE." BUT THAT REASON ALWAYS EXISTS, INASMUCH AS IT CONSTITUTES THE UNIVERSE, AND AS IT PERVADES ALL THINGS, HE AFFIRMS IN THIS MANNER. "BUT IN REGARD OF THIS REASON, WHICH ALWAYS EXISTS, MEN ARE CONTINUALLY DEVOID OF UNDERSTANDING, BOTH BEFORE THEY HAVE HEARD OF IT AND IN FIRST GEARING OF IT. FOR THOUGH ALL THINGS TAKE PLACE ACCORDING TO THIS REASON, THEY SEEM LIKE PERSONS DEVOID OF ANY EXPERIENCE REGARDING IT. STILL THEY ATTEMPT BOTH WORDS AND WORKS OF SUCH A DESCRIPTION AS I AM GIVING AN ACCOUNT OF, BY MAKING A DIVISION ACCORDING TO NATURE, AND DECLARING HOW THINGS ARE." AND THAT A SON IS THE UNIVERSE AND THROUGHOUT ENDLESS AGES AN ETERNAL KING OF ALL THINGS, HE THUS ASSERTS: "A SPORTING CHILD, PLAYING AT HIS DICE, IS ETERNITY; THE KINGDOM IS THAT OF A CHILD." AND THAT THE FATHER OF ALL THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN GENERATED IS AN UNBEGOTTEN CREATURE WHO IS CREATOR, LET US HEAR HERACLITUS AFFIRMING IN THESE WORDS: "CONTRARIETY IS A PROGENITOR OF ALL THINGS, AND KING OF ALL; AND IT EXHIBITED SOME AS GODS, BUT OTHERS AS MEN, AND MADE SOME SLAVES, WHEREAS OTHERS FREE." AND (HE LIKEWISE AFFIRMS) THAT THERE IS" A HARMONY, AS IN A BOW AND LYRE." THAT OBSCURE HARMONY (IS BETTER), THOUGH UNKNOWN AND INVISIBLE TO MEN, HE ASSERTS IN THESE WORDS: "AN OBSCURE HARMONY IS PREFERABLE TO AN OBVIOUS ONE." HE COMMENDS AND ADMIRES BEFORE WHAT IS KNOWN, THAT WHICH IS UNKNOWN AND INVISIBLE IN REGARD OF ITS POWER. AND THAT HARMONY VISIBLE TO MEN, AND NOT INCAPABLE OF BEING DISCOVERED, IS BETTER, HE ASSERTS IN THESE WORDS: "WHATEVER THINGS ARE OBJECTS OF VISION, HEARING, AND INTELLIGENCE, THESE I PRE-EMINENTLY HONOUR," HE SAYS; THAT IS, HE PREFERS THINGS VISIBLE TO THOSE THAT ARE INVISIBLE. FROM SUCH EXPRESSIONS OF HIS IT IS EASY TO UNDERSTAND THE SPIRIT OF HIS PHILOSOPHY. "MEN," HE SAYS, "ARE DECEIVED IN REFERENCE TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF MANIFEST THINGS SIMILARLY WITH HOMER, WHO WAS WISER THAN ALL THE GREEKS FOR EVEN CHILDREN KILLING VERMIN DECEIVED HIM, WHEN THEY SAID, 'WHAT WE HAVE SEEN AND SEIZED, THESE WE LEAVE BEHIND; WHEREAS WHAT WE NEITHER HAVE SEEN NOR SEIZED, THESE WE CARRY AWAY.'" 
CHAP. V.--HERACLITUS' ESTIMATE OF HESIOD; PARADOXES OF HERACLITUS; HIS ESCHATOLOGY; THE HERESY OF NOETUS OF HERACLITEAN ORIGIN; NOETUS' VIEW OF THE BIRTH AND PASSION OF OUR LORD. 
IN THIS MANNER HERACLITUS ASSIGNS TO THE VISIBLE AN EQUALITY OF POSITION AND HONOUR WITH THE INVISIBLE, AS IF WHAT WAS VISIBLE AND WHAT WAS INVISIBLE WERE CONFESSEDLY SOME ONE THING. FOR HE SAYS, "AN OBSCURE HARMONY IS PREFERABLE TO AN OBVIOUS ONE;" AND, "WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE OBJECTS OF VISION, HEARING, AND INTELLIGENCE," THAT IS, OF THE (CORPOREAL) ORGANS, "THESE," HE SAYS, "I PRE-EMINENTLY HONOUR," NOT (ON THIS OCCASION, THOUGH PREVIOUSLY), HAVING PRE-EMINENTLY HONOURED INVISIBLE THINGS. THEREFORE, NEITHER DARKNESS, NOR LIGHT, NOR EVIL, NOR GOOD, HERACLITUS AFFIRMS, IS DIFFERENT, BUT ONE AND THE SAME THING. AT ALL EVENTS, HE CENSURES HESIOD BECAUSE HE KNEW NOT DAY AND NIGHT. FOR DAY, HE SAYS, AND NIGHT ARE ONE, EXPRESSING HIMSELF SOMEHOW THUS: "THE TEACHER, HOWEVER, OF A VAST AMOUNT OF INFORMATION IS HESIOD, AND PEOPLE SUPPOSE THIS POET TO BE POSSESSED OF AN EXCEEDINGLY LARGE STORE OF KNOWLEDGE, AND YET HE DID NOT KNOW (THE NATURE OF) DAY AND NIGHT, FOR THEY ARE ONE." AS REGARDS BOTH WHAT IS GOOD AND WHAT IS BAD, (THEY ARE, ACCORDING TO HERACLITUS, LIKEWISE) ONE. "PHYSICIANS, UNDOUBTEDLY," SAYS HERACLITUS, "WHEN THEY MAKE INCISIONS AND CAUTERIZE, THOUGH IN EVERY RESPECT THEY WICKEDLY TORTURE THE SICK, COMPLAIN THAT THEY DO NOT RECEIVE FITTING REMUNERATION FROM THEIR PATIENTS, NOTWITHSTANDING THAT THEY PERFORM THESE SALUTARY OPERATIONS UPON DISEASES." AND BOTH STRAIGHT AND TWISTED ARE, HE SAYS, THE SAME. "THE WAY IS STRAIGHT AND CURVED OF THE CARDERS OF WOOL;" AND THE CIRCULAR MOVEMENT OF AN INSTRUMENT IN THE FULLER'S SHOP CALLED "A SCREW" IS STRAIGHT AND CURVED, FOR IT REVOLVES UP AND CIRCULARLY AT THE SAME TIME. "ONE AND THE SAME," HE SAYS, "ARE, THEREFORE, STRAIGHT AND CURVED." AND UPWARD AND DOWNWARD, HE SAYS, ARE ONE AND THE SAME. "THE WAY UP AND THE WAY DOWN ARE THE SAME." AND HE SAYS THAT WHAT IS FILTHY AND WHAT IS PURE ARE ONE AND THE SAME, AND WHAT IS DRINKABLE AND UNFIT FOR DRINK ARE ONE AND THE SAME. "SEA," HE SAYS, "IS WATER VERY PURE AND VERY FOUL, DRINKABLE TO FISHES NO DOUBT, AND SALUTARY FOR THEM, BUT NOT FIT TO BE USED AS DRINK BY MEN, AND (FOR THEM) PERNICIOUS." AND, CONFESSEDLY, HE ASSERTS THAT WHAT IS IMMORTAL IS MORTAL, AND THAT WHAT IS MORTAL IS IMMORTAL, IN THE FOLLOWING EXPRESSIONS: "IMMORTALS ARE MORTAL, AND MORTALS ARE IMMORTAL, THAT IS, WHEN THE ONE DERIVES LIFE FROM DEATH, AND THE OTHER DEATH FROM LIFE." AND HE AFFIRMS ALSO THAT THERE IS A RESURRECTION OF THIS PALPABLE FLESH IN WHICH WE HAVE BEEN BORN; AND HE KNOWS GOD TO BE THE CAUSE OF THIS RESURRECTION, EXPRESSING HIMSELF IN THIS MANNER: "THOSE THAT ARE HERE WILL GOD ENABLE TO ARISE AND BECOME GUARDIANS OF QUICK AND DEAD." AND HE LIKEWISE AFFIRMS THAT A JUDGMENT OF THE WORLD AND ALL THINGS IN IT TAKES PLACE BY FIRE, EXPRESSING HIMSELF THUS: "NOW, THUNDER PILOTS ALL THINGS," THAT IS, DIRECTS THEM, MEANING BY THE THUNDER EVERLASTING FIRE. BUT HE ALSO ASSERTS THAT THIS FIRE IS ENDUED WITH INTELLIGENCE, AND A CAUSE OF THE MANAGEMENT OF THE UNIVERSE, AND HE DENOMINATES IT CRAVING AND SATIETY. NOW CRAVING IS, ACCORDING TO HIM, THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE WORLD, WHEREAS SATIETY ITS DESTRUCTION. "FOR," SAYS HE, "THE FIRE, COMING UPON THE EARTH, WILL JUDGE AND SEIZE ALL THINGS." BUT IN THIS CHAPTER HERACLITUS SIMULTANEOUSLY EXPLAINS THE ENTIRE PECULIARITY OF HIS MODE OF THINKING, BUT AT THE SAME TIME THE (CHARACTERISTIC QUALITY) OF THE HERESY OF NOETUS. AND I HAVE BRIEFLY DEMONSTRATED NOETUS TO BE NOT A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST, BUT OF HERACLITUS. FOR THIS PHILOSOPHER ASSERTS THAT THE PRIMAL WORLD IS ITSELF THE DEMIURGE AND CREATOR OF ITSELF IN THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE: "GOD IS DAY, NIGHT; WINTER, SUMMER; WAR, PEACE; SURFEIT, FAMINE." ALL THINGS ARE CONTRARIES--THIS APPEARS HIS MEANING--"BUT AN ALTERATION TAKES PLACE, JUST AS IF INCENSE WERE MIXED WITH OILIER SORTS OF INCENSE, BUT DENOMINATED ACCORDING TO THE PLEASURABLE SENSATION PRODUCED BY EACH SORT. NOW IT IS EVIDENT TO ALL THAT THE SILLY SUCCESSORS OF NOETUS, AND THE CHAMPIONS OF HIS HERESY, EVEN THOUGH THEY HAVE NOT BEEN HEARERS OF THE DISCOURSES OF HERACLITUS, NEVERTHELESS, AT ANY RATE WHEN THEY ADOPT THE OPINIONS OF NOETUS, UNDISGUISEDLY ACKNOWLEDGE THESE (HERACLITAN) TENETS. FOR THEY ADVANCE STATEMENTS AFTER THIS MANNER--THAT ONE AND THE SAME GOD IS THE CREATOR AND FATHER OF ALL THINGS; AND THAT WHEN IT PLEASED HIM, HE NEVERTHELESS APPEARED, (THOUGH INVISIBLE,) TO JUST MEN OF OLD. FOR WHEN HE IS NOT SEEN HE IS INVISIBLE; AND HE IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE WHEN HE DOES NOT WISH TO BE COMPREHENDED, BUT COMPREHENSIBLE WHEN HE IS COMPREHENDED. WHEREFORE IT IS THAT, ACCORDING TO THE SAME ACCOUNT, HE IS INVINCIBLE AND VINCIBLE [IMPREGNABLE AND PREGNABLE, INVULNERABLE AND VULNERABLE, IMMUNE ABILITY AND UNIMMUNE ABILITY], UNBEGOTTEN AND BEGOTTEN, IMMORTAL AND MORTAL. HOW SHALL NOT PERSONS HOLDING THIS DESCRIPTION OF OPINIONS BE PROVED TO BE DISCIPLES OF HERACLITUS? DID NOT (HERACLITUS) THE OBSCURE ANTICIPATE NOETUS IN FRAMING A SYSTEM OF PHILOSOPHY, ACCORDING TO IDENTICAL MODES OF EXPRESSION? NOW, THAT NOETUS AFFIRMS THAT THE SON AND FATHER ARE THE SAME, NO ONE IS IGNORANT. BUT HE MAKES HIS STATEMENT THUS: "WHEN INDEED, THEN, THE FATHER HAD NOT BEEN BORN, HE YET WAS JUSTLY STYLED FATHER; AND WHEN IT PLEASED HIM TO UNDERGO GENERATION, HAVING BEEN BEGOTTEN, HE HIMSELF BECAME HIS OWN SON, NOT ANOTHER'S." FOR IN THIS MANNER HE THINKS TO ESTABLISH THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD, ALLEGING THAT FATHER AND SON, SO CALLED, ARE ONE AND THE SAME (SUBSTANCE), NOT ONE INDIVIDUAL PRODUCED FROM A DIFFERENT ONE, BUT HIMSELF FROM HIMSELF; AND THAT HE IS STYLED BY NAME FATHER AND SON, ACCORDING TO VICISSITUDE OF TIMES. BUT THAT HE IS ONE WHO HAS APPEARED (AMONGST US), BOTH HAVING SUBMITTED TO GENERATION FROM A VIRGIN, AND AS A MAN HAVING HELD CONVERSE AMONG MEN. AND, ON ACCOUNT OF THE BIRTH THAT HAD TAKEN PLACE, HE CONFESSED HIMSELF TO THOSE BEHOLDING HIM A SON, NO DOUBT; YET HE MADE NO SECRET TO THOSE WHO COULD COMPREHEND HIM OF HIS BEING A FATHER. THAT THIS PERSON SUFFERED BY BEING FASTENED TO THE TREE, AND THAT HE COMMENDED HIS SPIRIT UNTO HIMSELF, HAVING DIED TO APPEARANCE, AND NOT BEING (IN REALITY) DEAD. AND HE RAISED HIMSELF UP THE THIRD DAY, AFTER HAVING BEEN INTERRED IN A SEPULCHER, AND WOUNDED WITH A SPEAR, AND PERFORATED WITH NAILS. CLEOMENES ASSERTS, IN COMMON WITH HIS HAND OF FOLLOWERS, THAT THIS PERSON IS GOD AND FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE, AND THUS INTRODUCES AMONG MANY AN OBSCURITY (OF THOUGHT) SUCH AS WE FIND IN THE PHILOSOPHY OF HERACLITUS. 
CHAP. VI.--CONDUCT OF CALLISTUS AND ZEPHYRINUS IN THE MATTER OF NOETIANISM; AVOWED OPINION OF ZEPHYRINUS CONCERNING JESUS CHRIST; DISAPPROVAL OF HIPPOLYTUS; AS A CONTEMPORANEOUS EVENT, HIPPOLYTUS COMPETENT TO EXPLAIN IT. 
CALLISTUS ATTEMPTED TO CONFIRM THIS HERESY, A MAN CUNNING IN WICKEDNESS, AND SUBTLE WHERE DECEIT WAS CONCERNED, (AND) WHO WAS IMPELLED BY RESTLESS AMBITION TO MOUNT THE EPISCOPAL THRONE. NOW THIS MAN MOLDED TO HIS PURPOSE ZEPHYRINUS, AN IGNORANT AND ILLITERATE INDIVIDUAL, AND ONE UNSKILLED IN ECCLESIASTICAL DEFINITIONS. AND INASMUCH AS ZEPHYRINUS WAS ACCESSIBLE TO BRIBES, AND COVETOUS, CALLISTUS, BY LURING HIM THROUGH PRESENTS, AND BY ILLICIT DEMANDS, WAS ENABLED TO SEDUCE HIM INTO WHATEVER COURSE OF ACTION HE PLEASED. AND SO, IT WAS THAT CALLISTUS SUCCEEDED IN INDUCING ZEPHYRINUS TO CREATE CONTINUALLY DISTURBANCES AMONG THE BRETHREN, WHILE HE HIMSELF TOOK CARE SUBSEQUENTLY, BY KNAVISH WORDS, TO ATTACH BOTH FACTIONS IN GOOD-WILL TO HIMSELF. AND, AT ONE TIME, TO THOSE WHO ENTERTAINED TRUE OPINIONS, HE WOULD IN PRIVATE ALLEGE THAT THEY HELD SIMILAR DOCTRINES (WITH HIMSELF), AND THUS MAKE THEM HIS DUPES; WHILE AT ANOTHER TIME HE WOULD ACT SIMILARLY TOWARDS THOSE (WHO EMBRACED) THE TENETS OF SABELLIUS. BUT CALLISTUS PERVERTED SABELLIUS HIMSELF, AND THIS, TOO, THOUGH HE HAD THE ABILITY OF RECTIFYING THIS HERETIC'S ERROR. FOR (AT ANY TIME) DURING OUR ADMONITION SABELLIUS DID NOT EVINCE OBDURACY; BUT AS LONG AS HE CONTINUED ALONE WITH CALLISTUS, HE WAS WROUGHT UPON TO RELAPSE INTO THE SYSTEM OF CLEOMENES BY THIS VERY CALLISTUS, WHO ALLEGES THAT HE ENTERTAINS SIMILAR OPINIONS TO CLEOMENES. SABELLIUS, HOWEVER, DID NOT THEN PERCEIVE THE KNAVERY OF CALLISTUS; BUT HE AFTERWARDS CAME TO BE AWARE OF IT, AS I SHALL NARRATE PRESENTLY. NOW CALLISTUS BROUGHT FORWARD ZEPHYRINUS HIMSELF, AND INDUCED HIM PUBLICLY TO AVOW THE FOLLOWING SENTIMENTS: "I KNOW THAT THERE IS ONE GOD, JESUS CHRIST; NOR EXCEPT HIM DO I KNOW ANY OTHER THAT IS BEGOTTEN AND AMENABLE TO SUFFERING." AND ON ANOTHER OCCASION, WHEN HE WOULD MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT: "THE FATHER DID NOT DIE, BUT THE SON." ZEPHYRINUS WOULD IN THIS WAY CONTINUE TO KEEP UP CEASELESS DISTURBANCE AMONG THE PEOPLE. AND WE, BECOMING AWARE OF HIS SENTIMENTS, DID NOT GIVE PLACE TO HIM, BUT REPROVED AND WITHSTOOD HIM FOR THE TRUTH'S SAKE. AND HE HURRIED HEADLONG INTO FOLLY, FROM THE FACT THAT ALL CONSENTED TO HIS HYPOCRISY--WE, HOWEVER, DID NOT DO SO--AND CALLED US WORSHIPPERS OF TWO GODS, DISGORGING, INDEPENDENT OF COMPULSION, THE VENOM LURKING WITHIN HIM. IT WOULD SEEM TO US DESIRABLE TO EXPLAIN THE LIFE OF THIS HERETIC, INASMUCH AS HE WAS BORN ABOUT THE SAME TIME WITH OURSELVES, IN ORDER THAT, BY THE EXPOSURE OF THE HABITS OF A PERSON OF THIS DESCRIPTION, THE HERESY ATTEMPTED TO BE ESTABLISHED BY HIM MAY BE EASILY KNOWN, AND MAY PERCHANCE BE REGARDED AS SILLY, BY THOSE ENDUED WITH INTELLIGENCE. THIS CALLISTUS BECAME A "MARTYR" AT THE PERIOD WHEN FUSCIANUS WAS PREFECT OF ROME, AND THE MODE OF HIS "MARTYRDOM" WAS AS FOLLOWS. 
CHAP. VII.--THE PERSONAL HISTORY OF CALLISTUS; HIS OCCUPATION AS A BANKER; FRAUD ON CARPOPHORUS; CALLISTUS ABSCONDS; ATTEMPTED SUICIDE; CONDEMNED TO THE TREADMILL; RE-CONDEMNATION BY ORDER OF THE PREFECT FUSCIANUS; BANISHED TO SARDINIA; RELEASE OF CALLISTUS BY THE INTERFERENCE OF MARCION; CALLISTUS ARRIVES AT ROME; POPE VICTOR REMOVES CALLISTUS TO ANTIUM; RETURN OF CALLISTUS ON VICTOR'S DEATH; ZEPHYRINUS FRIENDLY TO HIM; CALLISTUS ACCUSED BY SABELLIUS; HIPPOLYTUS' ACCOUNT OF THE OPINIONS OF CALLISTUS; THE CALLISTIAN SCHOOL AT ROME, AND ITS PRACTICES; THIS SECT IN EXISTENCE IN HIPPOLYTUS' TIME. 
CALLISTUS HAPPENED TO BE A DOMESTIC OF ONE CARPOPHORUS, A MAN OF THE FAITH BELONGING TO THE HOUSEHOLD OF CAESAR. TO THIS CALLISTUS, AS BEING OF THE FAITH, CARPOPHORUS COMMITTED NO INCONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF MONEY, AND DIRECTED HIM TO BRING IN PROFITABLE RETURNS FROM THE BANKING BUSINESS. AND HE, RECEIVING THE MONEY, TRIED (THE EXPERIMENT OF) A BANK IN WHAT IS CALLED THE PISCINA PUBLICA. AND IN PROCESS OF TIME WERE ENTRUSTED TO HIM NOT A FEW DEPOSITS BY WIDOWS AND BRETHREN, UNDER THE OSTENSIVE CAUSE OF LODGING THEIR MONEY WITH CARPOPHORUS. CALLISTUS, HOWEVER, MADE AWAY WITH ALL (THE MONEYS COMMITTED TO HIM), AND BECAME INVOLVED IN PECUNIARY DIFFICULTIES. AND AFTER HAVING PRACTICED SUCH CONDUCT AS THIS, THERE WAS NOT WANTING ONE TO TELL CARPOPHORUS, AND THE LATTER STATED THAT HE WOULD REQUIRE AN ACCOUNT FROM HIM. CALLISTUS, PERCEIVING THESE THINGS, AND SUSPECTING DANGER FROM HIS MASTER, ESCAPED AWAY BY STEALTH, DIRECTING HIS FLIGHT TOWARDS THE SEA. AND FINDING A VESSEL IN PORTUS READY FOR A VOYAGE, HE WENT ON BOARD, INTENDING TO SAIL WHEREVER SHE HAPPENED TO BE BOUND FOR. BUT NOT EVEN IN THIS WAY COULD HE AVOID DETECTION, FOR THERE WAS NOT WANTING ONE WHO CONVEYED TO CARPOPHORUS INTELLIGENCE OF WHAT HAD TAKEN PLACE. BUT CARPOPHORUS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE INFORMATION HE HAD RECEIVED, AT ONCE REPAIRED TO THE HARBOUR (PORTUS), AND MADE AN EFFORT TO HURRY INTO THE VESSEL AFTER CALLISTUS. THE BOAT, HOWEVER, WAS ANCHORED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE HARBOUR; AND AS THE FERRYMAN WAS SLOW IN HIS MOVEMENTS, CALLISTUS, WHO WAS IN THE SHIP, HAD TIME TO DESCRY HIS MASTER AT A DISTANCE. AND KNOWING THAT HIMSELF WOULD BE INEVITABLY CAPTURED, HE BECAME RECKLESS OF LIFE; AND, CONSIDERING HIS AFFAIRS TO BE IN A DESPERATE CONDITION, HE PROCEEDED TO CAST HIMSELF INTO THE SEA. BUT THE SAILORS LEAPED INTO BOATS AND DREW HIM OUT, UNWILLING TO COME, WHILE THOSE ON SHORE WERE RAISING A LOUD CRY. AND THUS, CALLISTUS WAS HANDED OVER TO HIS MASTER, AND BROUGHT TO ROME, AND HIS MASTER LODGED HIM IN THE PISTRINUM. BUT AS TIME WORE ON, AS HAPPENS TO TAKE PLACE IN SUCH CASES, BRETHREN REPAIRED TO CARPOPHORUS, AND ENTREATED HIM THAT HE WOULD RELEASE THE FUGITIVE SERF FROM PUNISHMENT, ON THE PLEA OF THEIR ALLEGING THAT CALLISTUS ACKNOWLEDGED HIMSELF TO HAVE MONEY LYING TO HIS CREDIT WITH CERTAIN PERSONS. BUT CARPOPHORUS, AS A DEVOUT MAN, SAID HE WAS INDIFFERENT REGARDING HIS OWN PROPERTY, BUT THAT HE FELT A CONCERN FOR THE DEPOSITS; FOR MANY SHED TEARS AS THEY REMARKED TO HIM, THAT THEY HAD COMMITTED WHAT THEY HAD ENTRUSTED TO CALLISTUS, UNDER THE OSTENSIVE CAUSE OF LODGING THE MONEY WITH HIMSELF. AND CARPOPHORUS YIELDED TO THEIR PERSUASIONS, AND GAVE DIRECTIONS FOR THE LIBERATION OF CALLISTUS. THE LATTER, HOWEVER, HAVING NOTHING TO PAY, AND NOT BEING ABLE AGAIN TO ABSCOND, FROM THE FACT OF HIS BEING WATCHED, PLANNED AN ARTIFICE BY WHICH HE HOPED TO MEET DEATH. NOW, PRETENDING THAT HE WAS REPAIRING AS IT WERE TO HIS CREDITORS, HE HURRIED ON THEIR SABBATH-DAY TO THE SYNAGOGUE OF THE JEWS, WHO WERE CONGREGATED, AND TOOK HIS STAND, AND CREATED A DISTURBANCE AMONG THEM. THEY, HOWEVER, BEING DISTURBED BY HIM, OFFERED HIM INSULT, AND INFLICTED BLOWS UPON HIM, AND DRAGGED HIM BEFORE FUSCIANUS, WHO WAS PREFECT OF THE CITY. AND (ON BEING ASKED THE CAUSE OF SUCH TREATMENT), THEY REPLIED IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS: "ROMANS HAVE CONCEDED TO US THE PRIVILEGE OF PUBLICLY READING THOSE LAWS OF OURS THAT HAVE BEEN HANDED DOWN FROM OUR FATHERS. THIS PERSON, HOWEVER, BY COMING INTO (OUR PLACE OF WORSHIP), PREVENTED (US SO DOING), BY CREATING A DISTURBANCE AMONG US, ALLEGING THAT HE IS A CHRISTIAN." AND FUSCIANUS HAPPENS AT THE TIME TO BE ON THE JUDGMENT-SEAT; AND ON INTIMATING HIS INDIGNATION AGAINST CALLISTUS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE STATEMENTS MADE BY THE JEWS, THERE WAS NOT WANTING ONE TO GO AND ACQUAINT CARPOPHORUS CONCERNING THESE TRANSACTIONS. AND HE, HASTENING TO THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF THE PREFECT, EXCLAIMED, "I IMPLORE OF YOU, MY LORD FUSCIANUS, BELIEVE NOT THOU THIS FELLOW; FOR HE IS NOT A CHRISTIAN, BUT SEEKS OCCASION OF DEATH, HAVING MADE AWAY WITH A QUANTITY OF MY MONEY, AS I SHALL PROVE." THE JEWS, HOWEVER, SUPPOSING THAT THIS WAS A STRATAGEM, AS IF CARPOPHORUS WERE SEEKING UNDER THIS PRETEXT TO LIBERATE CALLISTUS, WITH THE GREATER ENMITY CLAMOURED AGAINST HIM IN PRESENCE OF THE PREFECT. FUSCIANUS, HOWEVER, WAS SWAYED BY THESE JEWS, AND HAVING SCOURGED CALLISTUS, HE GAVE HIM TO BE SENT TO A MINE IN SARDINIA. BUT AFTER A TIME, THERE BEING IN THAT PLACE OTHER MARTYRS, MARCIA, A CONCUBINE OF COMMODUS, WHO WAS A GOD-LOVING FEMALE, AND DESIROUS OF PERFORMING SOME GOOD WORK, INVITED INTO HER PRESENCE THE BLESSED VICTOR, WHO WAS AT THAT TIME A BISHOP OF THE CHURCH, AND INQUIRED OF HIM WHAT MARTYRS WERE IN SARDINIA. AND HE DELIVERED TO HER THE NAMES OF ALL, BUT DID NOT GIVE THE NAME OF CALLISTUS, KNOWING THE VILLAINOUS ACTS HE HAD VENTURED UPON. MARCIA, OBTAINING HER REQUEST FROM COMMODUS, HANDS THE LETTER OF EMANCIPATION TO HYACINTHUS, A CERTAIN EUNUCH, RATHER ADVANCED IN LIFE. AND HE, ON RECEIVING IT, SAILED AWAY INTO SARDINIA, AND HAVING DELIVERED THE LETTER TO THE PERSON WHO AT THAT TIME WAS GOVERNOR OF THE TERRITORY, HE SUCCEEDED IN HAVING THE MARTYRS RELEASED, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF CALLISTUS. GUT CALLISTUS HIMSELF, DROPPING ON HIS KNEES, AND WEEPING, ENTREATED THAT HE LIKEWISE MIGHT OBTAIN A RELEASE. HYACINTHUS, THEREFORE, OVERCOME BY THE CAPTIVE'S IMPORTUNITY, REQUESTS THE GOVERNOR TO GRANT A RELEASE, ALLEGING THAT PERMISSION HAD BEEN GIVEN TO HIMSELF FROM MARCIA S (TO LIBERATE CALLISTUS), AND THAT HE WOULD MAKE ARRANGEMENTS THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO RISK IN THIS TO HIM. NOW (THE GOVERNOR) WAS PERSUADED, AND LIBERATED CALLISTUS ALSO. AND WHEN THE LATTER ARRIVED AT ROME, VICTOR WAS VERY MUCH GRIEVED AT WHAT HAD TAKEN PLACE; BUT SINCE HE WAS A COMPASSIONATE MAN, HE TOOK NO ACTION IN THE MATTER. GUARDING, HOWEVER, AGAINST THE REPROACH (UTTERED) BY MANY, FOR THE ATTEMPTS MADE BY THIS CALLISTUS WERE NOT DISTANT OCCURRENCES, AND BECAUSE CARPOPHORUS ALSO STILL CONTINUED ADVERSE, VICTOR SENDS CALLISTUS TO TAKE UP HIS ABODE IN ANTIUM, HAVING SETTLED ON HIM A CERTAIN MONTHLY ALLOWANCE FOR FOOD. AND AFTER VICTOR'S DEATH, ZEPHYRINUS, HAVING HAD CALLISTUS AS A FELLOW-WORKER IN THE MANAGEMENT OF HIS CLERGY, PAID HIM RESPECT TO HIS OWN DAMAGE; AND TRANSFERRING THIS PERSON FROM ANTIUM, APPOINTED HIM OVER THE CEMETERY. AND CALLISTUS, WHO WAS IN THE HABIT OF ALWAYS ASSOCIATING WITH ZEPHYRINUS, AND, AS I HAVE PREVIOUSLY STATED, OF PAYING HIM HYPOCRITICAL SERVICE, DISCLOSED, BY FORCE CONTRAST, ZEPHYRINUS TO BE A PERSON ABLE NEITHER TO FORM A JUDGMENT OF THINGS SAID, NOR DISCERNING THE DESIGN OF CALLISTUS, WHO WAS ACCUSTOMED TO CONVERSE WITH ZEPHYRINUS ON TOPICS WHICH YIELDED SATISFACTION TO THE LATTER. THUS, AFTER THE DEATH OF ZEPHYRINUS, SUPPOSING THAT HE HAD OBTAINED (THE POSITION) AFTER WHICH HE SO EAGERLY PURSUED, HE EXCOMMUNICATED SABELLIUS, AS NOT ENTERTAINING ORTHODOX OPINIONS. HE ACTED THUS FROM APPREHENSION OF ME, AND IMAGINING THAT HE COULD IN THIS MANNER OBLITERATE THE CHARGE AGAINST HIM AMONG THE CHURCHES, AS IF HE DID NOT ENTERTAIN STRANGE OPINIONS. HE WAS THEN AN IMPOSTOR AND KNAVE, AND IN PROCESS OF TIME HURRIED AWAY MANY WITH HIM. AND HAVING EVEN VENOM IMBEDDED IN HIS HEART, AND FORMING NO CORRECT OPINION ON ANY SUBJECT, AND YET WITHAL BEING ASHAMED TO SPEAK THE TRUTH, THIS CALLISTUS, NOT ONLY ON ACCOUNT OF HIS PUBLICLY SAYING IN THE WAY OF REPROACH TO US, "YE ARE DITHEISTS," BUT ALSO ON ACCOUNT OF HIS BEING FREQUENTLY ACCUSED BY SABELLIUS, AS ONE THAT HAD TRANSGRESSED HIS FIRST FAITH, DEVISED SOME SUCH HERESY AS THE FOLLOWING. CALLISTUS ALLEGES THAT THE LOGOS HIMSELF IS SON, AND THAT HIMSELF IS FATHER; AND THAT THOUGH DENOMINATED BY A DIFFERENT TITLE, YET THAT IN REALITY HE IS ONE INDIVISIBLE SPIRIT. AND HE MAINTAINS THAT THE FATHER IS NOT ONE PERSON AND THE SON ANOTHER, BUT THAT THEY ARE ONE AND THE SAME; AND THAT ALL THINGS ARE FULL OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT, BOTH THOSE ABOVE AND THOSE BELOW. AND HE AFFIRMS THAT THE SPIRIT, WHICH BECAME INCARNATE IN THE VIRGIN, IS NOT DIFFERENT FROM THE FATHER, BUT ONE AND THE SAME. AND HE ADDS, THAT THIS IS WHAT HAS BEEN DECLARED BY THE SAVIOUR: "BELIEVEST THOU NOT THAT I AM IN THE FATHER, AND THE FATHER IN ME?" FOR THAT WHICH IS SEEN, WHICH IS MAN, HE CONSIDERS TO BE THE SON; WHEREAS THE SPIRIT, WHICH WAS CONTAINED IN THE SON, TO BE THE FATHER. "FOR," SAYS (CALLISTUS), "I WILL NOT PROFESS BELIEF IN TWO GODS, FATHER AND SON, BUT IN ONE. FOR THE FATHER, WHO SUBSISTED IN THE SON HIMSELF, AFTER HE HAD TAKEN UNTO HIMSELF OUR FLESH, RAISED IT TO THE NATURE OF DEITY, BY BRINGING IT INTO UNION WITH HIMSELF, AND MADE IT ONE; SO THAT FATHER AND SON MUST BE STYLED ONE GOD, AND THAT THIS PERSON BEING ONE, CANNOT BE TWO." AND IN THIS WAY CALLISTUS CONTENDS THAT THE FATHER SUFFERED ALONG WITH THE SON; FOR HE DOES NOT WISH TO ASSERT THAT THE FATHER SUFFERED, AND IS ONE PERSON, BEING CAREFUL TO AVOID BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE FATHER. (HOW CAREFUL HE IS!) SENSELESS AND KNAVISH FELLOW, WHO IMPROVISES BLASPHEMIES IN EVERY DIRECTION, ONLY THAT HE MAY NOT SEEM TO SPEAK IN VIOLATION OF THE TRUTH, AND IS NOT ABASHED AT BEING AT ONE TIME BETRAYED INTO THE TENET OF SABELLIUS, WHEREAS AT ANOTHER INTO THE DOCTRINE OF THEODOTUS. THE IMPOSTOR CALLISTUS, HAVING VENTURED ON SUCH OPINIONS, ESTABLISHED A SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY IN ANTAGONISM TO THE CHURCH, ADOPTING THE FOREGOING SYSTEM OF INSTRUCTION. AND HE FIRST INVENTED THE DEVICE OF CONNIVING WITH MEN IN REGARD OF THEIR INDULGENCE IN SENSUAL PLEASURES, SAYING THAT ALL HAD THEIR SINS FORGIVEN BY HIMSELF. FOR HE WHO IS IN THE HABIT OF ATTENDING THE CONGREGATION OF ANY ONE ELSE, AND IS CALLED A CHRISTIAN, SHOULD HE COMMIT ANY TRANSGRESSION; THE SIN, THEY SAY, IS NOT RECKONED UNTO HIM, PROVIDED ONLY HE HURRIES OFF AND ATTACHES HIMSELF TO THE SCHOOL OF CALLISTUS. AND MANY PERSONS WERE GRATIFIED WITH HIS REGULATION, AS BEING STRICKEN IN CONSCIENCE, AND AT THE SAME TIME HAVING BEEN REJECTED BY NUMEROUS SECTS; WHILE ALSO SOME OF THEM, IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR CONDEMNATORY SENTENCE, HAD BEEN BY US FORCIBLY EJECTED FROM THE CHURCH. NOW SUCH DISCIPLES AS THESE PASSED OVER TO THESE FOLLOWERS OF CALLISTUS, AND SERVED TO CROWD HIS SCHOOL. THIS ONE PROPOUNDED THE OPINION, THAT, IF A BISHOP WAS GUILTY OF ANY SIN, IF EVEN A SIN UNTO DEATH, HE OUGHT NOT TO BE DEPOSED. ABOUT THE TIME OF THIS MAN, BISHOPS, PRIESTS, AND DEACONS, WHO HAD BEEN TWICE MARRIED, AND THRICE MARRIED, BEGAN TO BE ALLOWED TO RETAIN THEIR PLACE AMONG THE CLERGY. IF ALSO, HOWEVER, ANY ONE WHO IS IN HOLY ORDERS SHOULD BECOME MARRIED, CALLISTUS PERMITTED SUCH A ONE TO CONTINUE IN HOLY ORDERS AS IF HE HAD NOT SINNED. AND IN JUSTIFICATION, HE ALLEGES THAT WHAT HAS BEEN SPOKEN BY THE APOSTLE HAS BEEN DECLARED IN REFERENCE TO THIS PERSON: "WHO ART THOU THAT JUDGEST ANOTHER MAN'S SERVANT?" BUT HE ASSERTED THAT LIKEWISE THE PARABLE OF THE TARES IS UTTERED IN REFERENCE TO THIS ONE: "LET THE TARES GROW ALONG WITH THE WHEAT;" OR, IN OTHER WORDS, LET THOSE WHO IN THE CHURCH ARE GUILTY OF SIN REMAIN IN IT. BUT ALSO, HE AFFIRMED THAT THE ARK OF NOE WAS MADE FOR A SYMBOL OF THE CHURCH, IN WHICH WERE BOTH DOGS, AND WOLVES, AND RAVENS, AND ALL THINGS CLEAN AND UNCLEAN; AND SO, HE ALLEGES THAT THE CASE SHOULD STAND IN LIKE MANNER WITH THE CHURCH. AND AS MANY PARTS OF SCRIPTURE BEARING ON THIS VIEW OF THE SUBJECT AS HE COULD COLLECT, BE SO INTERPRETED. AND THE HEARERS OF CALLISTUS BEING DELIGHTED WITH HIS TENETS, CONTINUE WITH HIM, THUS MOCKING BOTH THEMSELVES AS WELL AS MANY OTHERS, AND CROWDS OF THESE DUPES’ STREAM TOGETHER INTO HIS SCHOOL. WHEREFORE ALSO HIS PUPILS ARE MULTIPLIED, AND THEY PLUME THEMSELVES UPON THE CROWDS (ATTENDING THE SCHOOL) FOR THE SAKE OF PLEASURES WHICH CHRIST DID NOT PERMIT. BUT IN CONTEMPT OF HIM, THEY PLACE RESTRAINT ON THE COMMISSION OF NO SIN, ALLEGING THAT THEY PARDON THOSE WHO ACQUIESCE (IN CALLISTUS' OPINIONS). FOR EVEN ALSO HE PERMITTED FEMALES, IF THEY WERE UNWEDDED, AND BURNED WITH PASSION AT AN AGE AT ALL EVENTS UNBECOMING, OR IF THEY WERE NOT DISPOSED TO OVERTURN THEIR OWN DIGNITY THROUGH A LEGAL MARRIAGE, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE WHOMSOEVER THEY WOULD CHOOSE AS A BEDFELLOW, WHETHER A SLAVE OR FREE, AND THAT A WOMAN, THOUGH NOT LEGALLY MARRIED, MIGHT CONSIDER SUCH A COMPANION AS A HUSBAND. WHENCE WOMEN, REPUTED BELIEVERS, BEGAN TO RESORT TO DRUGS FOR PRODUCING STERILITY, AND TO GIRD THEMSELVES ROUND, SO TO EXPEL WHAT WAS BEING CONCEIVED ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR NOT WISHING TO HAVE A CHILD EITHER BY A SLAVE OR BY ANY PALTRY FELLOW, FOR THE SAKE OF THEIR FAMILY AND EXCESSIVE WEALTH. BEHOLD, INTO HOW GREAT IMPIETY THAT LAWLESS ONE HAS PROCEEDED, BY INCULCATING ADULTERY AND MURDER AT THE SAME TIME! AND WITHAL, AFTER SUCH AUDACIOUS ACTS, THEY, LOST TO ALL SHAME, ATTEMPT TO CALL THEMSELVES A CATHOLIC CHURCH! AND SOME, UNDER THE SUPPOSITION THAT THEY WILL ATTAIN PROSPERITY, CONCUR WITH THEM. DURING THE EPISCOPATE OF THIS ONE, SECOND BAPTISM WAS FOR THE FIRST TIME PRESUMPTUOUSLY ATTEMPTED BY THEM. THESE, THEN, (ARE THE PRACTICES AND OPINIONS WHICH) THAT MOST ASTONISHING CALLISTUS ESTABLISHED, WHOSE SCHOOL CONTINUES, PRESERVING ITS CUSTOMS AND TRADITION, NOT DISCERNING WITH WHOM THEY OUGHT TO COMMUNICATE, BUT INDISCRIMINATELY OFFERING COMMUNION TO ALL. AND FROM HIM THEY HAVE DERIVED THE DENOMINATION OF THEIR MEN; SO THAT, ON ACCOUNT OF CALLISTUS BEING A FOREMOST CHAMPION OF SUCH PRACTICES, THEY SHOULD BE CALLED CALLISTIANS. 
CHAP. VIII.--SECT OF THE ELCHASAITES; HIPPOLYTUS' OPPOSITION TO IT. 
THE DOCTRINE OF THIS CALLISTUS HAVING BEEN NOISED ABROAD THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE WORLD, A CUNNING MAN, AND FULL OF DESPERATION, ONE CALLED ALCIBIADES, DWELLING IN APAMEA, A CITY OF SYRIA, EXAMINED CAREFULLY INTO THIS BUSINESS. AND CONSIDERING HIMSELF A MORE FORMIDABLE CHARACTER, AND MORE INGENIOUS IN SUCH TRICKS, THAN CALLISTUS, HE REPAIRED TO ROME; AND HE BROUGHT SOME BOOK, ALLEGING THAT A CERTAIN JUST MAN, ELCHASAI, HAD RECEIVED THIS FROM SERAE, A TOWN OF PARTHIA, AND THAT HE GAVE IT TO ONE CALLED SOBIAI. AND THE CONTENTS OF THIS VOLUME, HE ALLEGED, HAD BEEN REVEALED BY AN ANGEL WHOSE HEIGHT WAS 24 SCHOENOI, WHICH MAKE 96 MILES, AND WHOSE BREADTH IS 4 SCHOENOI, AND FROM SHOULDER TO SHOULDER 6 SCHOENOI; AND THE TRACKS OF HIS FEET EXTEND TO THE LENGTH OF THREE AND A HALF SCHOENOI, WHICH ARE EQUAL TO FOURTEEN MILES, WHILE THE BREADTH IS ONE SCHOENOS AND A HALF, AND THE HEIGHT HALF A SCHOENOS. AND HE ALLEGES THAT ALSO THERE IS A FEMALE WITH HIM, WHOSE MEASUREMENT, HE SAYS, IS ACCORDING TO THE STANDARDS ALREADY MENTIONED. AND HE ASSERTS THAT THE MALE (ANGEL) IS SON OF GOD, BUT THAT THE FEMALE IS CALLED HOLY SPIRIT. BY DETAILING THESE PRODIGIES, HE IMAGINES THAT HE CONFOUNDS FOOLS, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME HE UTTERS THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE: "THAT THERE WAS PREACHED UNTO MEN A NEW REMISSION OF SINS IN THE THIRD YEAR OF TRAJAN'S REIGN." AND ELCHASAI DETERMINES THE NATURE OF BAPTISM, AND EVEN THIS I SHALL EXPLAIN. HE ALLEGES, AS TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN EVERY DESCRIPTION OF LASCIVIOUSNESS, AND FILTHINESS, AND IN ACTS OF WICKEDNESS, IF ONLY ANY OF THEM BE A BELIEVER, THAT HE DETERMINES THAT SUCH A ONE, ON BEING CONVERTED, AND OBEYING THE BOOK, AND BELIEVING ITS CONTENTS, SHOULD BY BAPTISM RECEIVE REMISSION OF SINS. ELCHASAI, HOWEVER, VENTURED TO CONTINUE THESE KNAVERIES, TAKING OCCASION FROM THE AFORESAID TENET OF WHICH CALLISTUS STOOD FORWARD AS A CHAMPION. FOR, PERCEIVING THAT MANY WERE DELIGHTED AT THIS SORT OF PROMISE, HE CONSIDERED THAT HE COULD OPPORTUNELY MAKE THE ATTEMPT JUST ALLUDED TO. AND NOTWITHSTANDING WE OFFERED RESISTANCE TO THIS, AND DID NOT PERMIT MANY FOR ANY LENGTH OF TIME TO BECOME VICTIMS OF THE DELUSION. FOR WE CARRIED CONVICTION TO THE PEOPLE, WHEN WE AFFIRMED THAT THIS WAS THE OPERATION OF A SPURIOUS SPIRIT, AND THE INVENTION OF A HEART INFLATED WITH PRIDE, AND THAT THIS ONE LIKE A WOLF HAD RISEN UP AGAINST MANY WANDERING SHEEP, WHICH CALLISTUS, BY HIS ARTS OF DECEPTION, HAD SCATTERED ABROAD. BUT SINCE WE HAVE COMMENCED, WE SHALL NOT BE SILENT AS REGARDS THE OPINIONS OF THIS MAN. AND, IN THE FIRST PLACE, WE SHALL EXPOSE HIS LIFE, AND WE SHALL PROVE THAT HIS SUPPOSED DISCIPLINE IS A MERE PRETENCE. AND NEXT, I SHALL ADDUCE THE PRINCIPAL HEADS OF HIS ASSERTIONS, IN ORDER THAT THE READER, LOOKING FIXEDLY ON THE TREATISES OF THIS (ELCHASAI), MAY BE MADE AWARE WHAT AND WHAT SORT IS THE HERESY WHICH HAS BEEN AUDACIOUSLY ATTEMPTED BY THIS MAN. 
CHAP. IX.--ELCHASAI DERIVED HIS SYSTEM FROM PYTHAGORAS; PRACTISED INCANTATIONS. 
THIS ELCHASAI PUTS FORWARD AS A DECOY A POLITY (AUTHORIZED IN THE) LAW, ALLEGING THAT BELIEVERS OUGHT TO BE CIRCUMCISED AND LIVE ACCORDING TO THE LAW, (WHILE AT THE SAME TIME) HE FORCIBLY RENDS CERTAIN FRAGMENTS FROM THE AFORESAID HERESIES. AND HE ASSERTS THAT CHRIST WAS BORN A MAN IN THE SAME WAY AS COMMON TO ALL, AND THAT CHRIST WAS NOT FOR THE FIRST TIME AN EARTH WHEN BORN OF A VIRGIN, BUT THAT BOTH PREVIOUSLY AND THAT FREQUENTLY AGAIN HE HAD BEEN BORN AND WOULD BE BORN. CHRIST WOULD THUS APPEAR AND EXIST AMONG US FROM TIME TO TIME, UNDERGOING ALTERATIONS OF BIRTH, AND HAVING HIS SOUL TRANSFERRED FROM BODY TO BODY. NOW ELCHASAI ADOPTED THAT TENET OF PYTHAGORAS TO WHICH I HAVE ALREADY ALLUDED. BUT THE ELCHASAITES HAVE REACHED SUCH AN ALTITUDE OF PRIDE, THAT EVEN THEY AFFIRM THEMSELVES TO BE ENDUED WITH A POWER OF FORETELLING FUTURITY, USING AS A STARTING-POINT, OBVIOUSLY, THE MEASURES AND NUMBERS OF THE AFORESAID PYTHAGOREAN ART. THESE ALSO DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO THE TENETS OF MATHEMATICIANS, AND ASTROLOGERS, AND MAGICIANS, AS IF THEY WERE TRUE. AND THEY RESORT TO THESE, SO AS TO CONFUSE SILLY PEOPLE, THUS LED TO SUPPOSE THAT THE HERETICS PARTICIPATE IN A DOCTRINE OF POWER. AND THEY TEACH CERTAIN INCANTATIONS AND FORMULARIES FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN BITTEN BY DOGS, AND POSSESSED OF DEMONS, AND SEIZED WITH OTHER DISEASES; AND WE SHALL NOT BE SILENT RESPECTING EVEN SUCH PRACTICES OF THESE HERETICS. HAVING THEN SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED THEIR PRINCIPLES, AND THE CAUSES OF THEIR PRESUMPTUOUS ATTEMPTS, I SHALL PASS ON TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR WRITINGS, THROUGH WHICH MY READERS WILL BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH BOTH THE TRIFLING AND GODLESS EFFORTS OF THESE ELCHASAITES. 
CHAP. X.--ELCHASAI'S MODE OF ADMINISTERING BAPTISM; FORMULARIES. 
TO THOSE, THEN, THAT HAVE BEEN ORALLY INSTRUCTED BY HIM, HE DISPENSES BAPTISM IN THIS MANNER, ADDRESSING TO HIS DUPES SOME SUCH WORDS AS THE FOLLOWING: "IF, THEREFORE, CHILDREN, ONE SHALL HAVE INTERCOURSE WITH ANY SORT OF ANIMAL WHATSOEVER, OR A MALE, OR A SISTER, OR A DAUGHTER, OR HATH COMMITTED ADULTERY, OR BEEN GUILTY OF FORNICATION, AND IS DESIROUS OF OBTAINING REMISSION OF SINS, FROM THE MOMENT THAT HE HEARKENS TO THIS BOOK LET HIM BE BAPTIZED A SECOND TIME IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT AND MOST HIGH GOD, AND IN THE NAME OF HIS SON, THE MIGHTY KING. AND BY BAPTISM LET HIM BE PURIFIED AND CLEANSED, AND LET HIM ADJURE FOR HIMSELF THOSE SEVEN WITNESSES THAT HAVE BEEN DESCRIBED IN THIS BOOK--THE HEAVEN, AND THE WATER, AND THE HOLY SPIRITS, AND THE ANGELS OF PRAYER, AND THE OIL, AND THE SALT, AND THE EARTH." THESE CONSTITUTE THE ASTONISHING MYSTERIES OF ELCHASAI, THOSE INEFFABLE AND POTENT SECRETS WHICH HE DELIVERS TO DESERVING DISCIPLES. AND WITH THESE THAT LAWLESS ONE IS NOT SATISFIED, BUT IN THE PRESENCE OF TWO AND THREE WITNESSES HE PUTS THE SEAL TO HIS OWN WICKED PRACTICES. AGAIN, EXPRESSING HIMSELF THUS: "AGAIN I SAY, O ADULTERERS AND ADULTERESSES, AND FALSE PROPHETS, IF YOU ARE DESIROUS OF BEING CONVERTED, THAT YOUR SINS MAY BE FORGIVEN YOU, AS SOON AS EVER YOU HEARKEN UNTO THIS BOOK, AND BE BAPTIZED A SECOND TIME ALONG WITH YOUR GARMENTS, SHALL PEACE BE YOURS, AND YOUR PORTION WITH THE JUST." BUT SINCE WE HAVE STATED THAT THESE RESORT TO INCANTATIONS FOR THOSE BITTEN BY DOGS AND FOR OTHER MISHAPS, WE SHALL EXPLAIN THESE. NOW ELCHASAI USES THE FOLLOWING FORMULARY: "IF A DOG RABID AND FURIOUS, IN WHICH INHERES A SPIRIT OF DESTRUCTION, BITE ANY MAN, OR WOMAN, OR YOUTH, OR GIRL, OR MAY WORRY OR TOUCH THEM, IN THE SAME HOUR LET SUCH A ONE RUN WITH ALL THEIR WEARING APPAREL, AND GO DOWN TO A RIVER OR TO A FOUNTAIN WHEREVER THERE IS A DEEP SPOT. LET (HIM OR HER) BE DIPPED WITH ALL THEIR WEARING APPAREL, AND OFFER SUPPLICATION TO THE GREAT AND MOST HIGH GOD IN FAITH OF HEART, AND THEN LET HIM THUS ADJURE THE SEVEN WITNESSES DESCRIBED IN THIS BOOK: 'BEHOLD, I CALL TO WITNESS THE HEAVEN AND THE WATER, AND THE HOLY SPIRITS, AND THE ANGELS OF PRAYER, AND THE OIL, AND THE SALT, AND THE EARTH. I TESTIFY BY THESE SEVEN WITNESSES THAT NO MORE SHALL I SIN, NOR COMMIT ADULTERY, NOR STEAL, NOR BE GUILTY OF INJUSTICE, NOR BE COVETOUS, NOR BE ACTUATED BY HATRED, NOR BE SCORNFUL, NOR SHALL I TAKE PLEASURE IN ANY WICKED DEEDS.' HAVING UTTERED, THEREFORE, THESE WORDS, LET SUCH A ONE BE BAPTIZED WITH THE ENTIRE OF HIS WEARING APPAREL IN THE NAME OF THE MIGHTY AND MOST HIGH GOD." 
CHAP. XI.--PRECEPTS OF ELCHASAI. 
BUT IN VERY MANY OTHER RESPECTS HE TALKS FOLLY, INCULCATING THE USE OF THESE SENTENCES ALSO FOR THOSE AFFLICTED WITH CONSUMPTION, AND THAT THEY SHOULD BE DIPPED IN COLD WATER FORTY TIMES DURING SEVEN DAYS I AND HE PRESCRIBES SIMILAR TREATMENT FOR THOSE POSSESSED OF DEVILS. OH, INIMITABLE WISDOM AND INCANTATIONS GORGED WITH POWERS! WHO WILL NOT BE ASTONISHED AT SUCH AND SUCH FORCE OF WORDS? BUT SINCE WE HAVE STATED THAT THEY ALSO BRING INTO REQUISITION ASTROLOGICAL DECEIT, WE SHALL PROVE THIS FROM THEIR OWN FORMULARIES; FOR ELCHASAI SPEAKS THUS: "THERE EXIST WICKED STARS OF IMPIETY. THIS DECLARATION HAS BEEN NOW MADE BY US, O YE PIOUS ONES AND DISCIPLES: BEWARE OF THE POWER OF THE DAYS OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THESE STARS, AND ENGAGE NOT IN THE COMMENCEMENT OF ANY UNDERTAKING DURING THE RULING DAYS OF THESE. AND BAPTIZE NOT MAN OR WOMAN DURING THE DAYS OF THE POWER OF THESE STARS, WHEN THE MOON, (EMERGING) FROM AMONG THEM, COURSES THE SKY, AND TRAVELS ALONG WITH THEM. BEWARE OF THE VERY DAY UP TO THAT ON WHICH THE MOAN PASSES OUT FROM THESE STARS, AND THEN BAPTIZE AND ENTER ON EVERY BEGINNING OF YOUR WORKS. BUT, MOREOVER, HONOUR THE DAY OF THE SABBATH, SINCE THAT DAY IS ONE OF THOSE DURING WHICH PREVAILS (THE POWER) OF THESE STARS. TAKE CARE, HOWEVER, NOT TO COMMENCE YOUR WORKS THE THIRD DAY FROM A SABBATH, SINCE WHEN THREE YEARS OF THE REIGN OF THE EMPEROR TROJAN ARE AGAIN COMPLETED FROM THE TIME THAT HE SUBJECTED THE PARTHIANS TO HIS OWN SWAY,--WHEN, I SAY, THREE YEARS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED, WAR RAGES BETWEEN THE IMPIOUS ANGELS OF THE NORTHERN CONSTELLATIONS; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT ALL KINGDOMS OF IMPIETY ARE IN A STATE OF CONFUSION." 
CHAP. XII.--THE HERESY OF THE ELCHASAITES A DERIVATIVE ONE. 
INASMUCH AS (ELCHASAI) CONSIDERS, THEN, THAT IT WOULD BE AN INSULT TO REASON THAT THESE MIGHTY AND INEFFABLE MYSTERIES SHOULD BE TRAMPLED UNDER FOOT, OR THAT THEY SHOULD BE COMMITTED TO MANY, HE ADVISES THAT AS VALUABLE PEARLS THEY SHOULD BE PRESERVED, EXPRESSING HIMSELF THUS: "DO NOT RECITE THIS ACCOUNT TO ALL MEN, AND GUARD CAREFULLY THESE PRECEPTS, BECAUSE ALL MEN ARE NOT FAITHFUL, NOR ARE ALL WOMEN STRAIGHTFORWARD." BOOKS CONTAINING THESE (TENETS), HOWEVER, NEITHER THE WISE MEN OF THE EGYPTIANS SECRETED IN SHRINES, NOR DID PYTHAGORAS, A SAGE OF THE GREEKS, CONCEAL THEM THERE. FOR IF AT THAT TIME ELCHASAI HAD HAPPENED TO LIVE, WHAT NECESSITY WOULD THERE BE THAT PYTHAGORAS, OR THALES, OR SOLON, OR THE WISE PLATO, OR EVEN THE REST OF THE SAGES OF THE GREEKS, SHOULD BECOME DISCIPLES OF THE EGYPTIAN PRIESTS, WHEN THEY COULD OBTAIN POSSESSION OF SUCH AND SUCH WISDOM FROM ALCIBIADES, AS THE MOST ASTONISHING INTERPRETER OF THAT WRETCHED ELCHASAI? THE STATEMENTS, THEREFORE, THAT HAVE BEEN MADE FOR THE PURPOSE OF ATTAINING A KNOWLEDGE OF THE MADNESS OF THESE, WOULD SEEM SUFFICIENT FOR THOSE ENDUED WITH SOUND MIND. AND SO, IT IS, THAT IT HAS NOT APPEARED EXPEDIENT TO QUOTE MORE OF THEIR FORMULARIES, SEEING THAT THESE ARE VERY NUMEROUS AND RIDICULOUS. SINCE, HOWEVER, WE HAVE NOT OMITTED THOSE PRACTICES THAT HAVE RISEN UP IN OUR OWN DAY, AND HAVE NOT BEEN SILENT AS REGARDS THOSE PREVALENT BEFORE OUR TIME, IT SEEMS PROPER, IN ORDER THAT WE MAY PASS THROUGH ALL THEIR SYSTEMS, AND LEAVE NOTHING UNTOLD, TO STATE WHAT ALSO ARE THE (CUSTOMS) OF THE JEWS, AND WHAT ARE THE DIVERSITIES OF OPINION AMONG THEM, FOR I IMAGINE THAT THESE AS YET REMAIN BEHIND FOR OUR CONSIDERATION. NOW, WHEN I HAVE BROKEN SILENCE ON THESE POINTS, I SHALL PASS ON TO THE DEMONSTRATION OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRUTH, IN ORDER THAT, AFTER THE LENGTHENED ARGUMENTATIVE STRAGGLE AGAINST ALL HERESIES, WE, DEVOUTLY PRESSING FORWARD TOWARDS THE KINGDOM'S CROWN, AND BELIEVING THE TRUTH, MAY NOT BE UNSETTLED. 
CHAP. XIII.--THE JEWISH SECTS. 
ORIGINALLY THERE PREVAILED BUT ONE USAGE AMONG THE JEWS; FOR ONE TEACHER WAS GIVEN UNTO THEM BY GOD, NAMELY MOSES, AND ONE LAW BY THIS SAME MOSES. AND THERE WAS ONE DESERT REGION AND ONE MOUNT SINAI, FOR ONE GOD IT WAS WHO LEGISLATED FOR THESE JEWS. BUT, AGAIN, AFTER THEY HAD CROSSED THE RIVER JORDAN, AND HAD INHERITED BY LOT THE CONQUERED COUNTRY, THEY IN VARIOUS WAYS RENT IN SUNDER THE LAW OF GOD, EACH DEVISING A DIFFERENT INTERPRETATION OF THE DECLARATIONS MADE BY GOD. AND IN THIS WAY, THEY RAISED UP FOR THEMSELVES TEACHERS, (AND) INVENTED DOCTRINES OF AN HERETICAL NATURE, AND THEY CONTINUED TO ADVANCE INTO (SECTARIAN) DIVISIONS. NOW IT IS THE DIVERSITY OF THESE JEWS THAT I AT PRESENT PROPOSE TO EXPLAIN. BUT THOUGH FOR EVEN A CONSIDERABLE TIME THEY HAVE BEEN RENT INTO VERY NUMEROUS SECTS, YET I INTEND TO ELUCIDATE THE MORE PRINCIPAL OF THEM, WHILE THOSE WHO ARE OF A STUDIOUS TURN WILL EASILY BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THE REST. FOR THERE IS A DIVISION AMONGST THEM INTO THREE SORTS; AND THE ADHERENTS OF THE FIRST ARE THE PHARISEES, BUT OF THE SECOND THE SADDUCEES, WHILE THE REST ARE ESSENES. THESE PRACTICE A MORE DEVOTIONAL LIFE, BEING FILLED WITH MUTUAL LOVE, AND BEING TEMPERATE. AND THEY TURN AWAY FROM EVERY ACT OF INORDINATE DESIRE, BEING AVERSE EVEN TO HEARING OF THINGS OF THE SORT. AND THEY RENOUNCE MATRIMONY, BUT THEY TAKE THE BOYS OF OTHERS, AND THUS HAVE AN OFFSPRING BEGOTTEN FOR THEM. AND THEY LEAD THESE ADOPTED CHILDREN INTO AN OBSERVANCE OF THEIR OWN PECULIAR CUSTOMS, AND IN THIS WAY BRING THEM UP AND IMPEL THEM TO LEARN THE SCIENCES. THEY DO NOT, HOWEVER, FORBID THEM TO MARRY, THOUGH THEMSELVES REFRAINING FROM MATRIMONY. WOMEN, HOWEVER, EVEN THOUGH THEY MAY BE DISPOSED TO ADHERE TO THE SAME COURSE OF LIFE, THEY DO NOT ADMIT, INASMUCH AS IN NO WAY WHATSOEVER HAVE, THEY CONFIDENCE IN WOMEN. 
CHAP. XIV.--THE TENETS OF THE ESSENI. 
AND THEY DESPISE WEALTH, AND DO NOT TURN AWAY FROM SHARING THEIR GOODS WITH THOSE THAT ARE DESTITUTE. NO ONE AMONGST THEM, HOWEVER, ENJOYS A GREATER AMOUNT OF RICHES THAN ANOTHER. FOR A REGULATION WITH THEM IS, THAT AN INDIVIDUAL COMING FORWARD TO JOIN THE SECT MUST SELL HIS POSSESSIONS, AND PRESENT THE PRICE OF THEM TO THE COMMUNITY. AND ON RECEIVING THE MONEY, THE HEAD OF THE ORDER DISTRIBUTES IT TO ALL ACCORDING TO THEIR NECESSITIES. THUS, THERE IS NO ONE AMONG THEM IN DISTRESS. AND THEY DO NOT USE OIL, REGARDING IT AS A DEFILEMENT TO BE ANOINTED. AND THERE ARE APPOINTED OVERSEERS, WHO TAKE CARE OF ALL THINGS THAT BELONG TO THEM IN COMMON, AND THEY ALL APPEAR ALWAYS IN WHITE CLOTHING. 
CHAP. XV.--THE TENETS OF THE ESSENI CONTINUED. 
BUT THERE IS NOT ONE CITY OF THEM, BUT MANY OF THEM SETTLE IN EVERY CITY. AND IF ANY OF THE ADHERENTS OF THE SECT MAY BE PRESENT FROM A STRANGE PLACE, THEY CONSIDER THAT ALL THINGS ARE IN COMMON FOR HIM, AND THOSE WHOM THEY HAD NOT PREVIOUSLY KNOWN THEY RECEIVE AS IF THEY BELONGED TO THEIR OWN HOUSEHOLD AND KINDRED. AND THEY TRAVERSE THEIR NATIVE LAND, AND ON EACH OCCASION THAT THEY GO ON A JOURNEY THEY CARRY NOTHING EXCEPT ARMS. AND THEY HAVE ALSO IN THEIR CITIES A PRESIDENT, WHO EXPENDS THE MONEYS COLLECTED FOR THIS PURPOSE IN PROCURING CLOTHING AND FOOD FOR THEM. AND THEIR ROBE AND ITS SHAPE ARE MODEST. AND THEY DO NOT OWN TWO CLOAKS, OR A DOUBLE SET OF SHOES; AND WHEN THOSE THAT ARE IN PRESENT USE BECOME ANTIQUATED, THEN THEY ADOPT OTHERS. AND THEY NEITHER BUY NOR SELL ANYTHING AT ALL; BUT WHATEVER ANY ONE HAS HE GIVES TO HIM THAT HAS NOT, AND THAT WHICH ONE HAS NOT HE RECEIVES. 
CHAP. XVI.--THE TENETS OF THE ESSENI CONTINUED. 
AND THEY CONTINUE IN AN ORDERLY MANNER, AND WITH PERSEVERANCE PRAY FROM EARLY DAWN, AND THEY DO NOT SPEAK A WORD UNLESS THEY HAVE PRAISED GOD IN A HYMN. AND IN THIS WAY, THEY EACH GO FORTH AND ENGAGE IN WHATEVER EMPLOYMENT THEY PLEASE; AND AFTER HAVING WORKED UP TO THE FIFTH HOUR THEY LEAVE OFF. THEN AGAIN, THEY COME TOGETHER INTO ONE PLACE, AND ENCIRCLE THEMSELVES WITH LINEN GIRDLES, FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONCEALING THEIR PRIVATE PARTS. AND IN THIS MANNER THEY PERFORM ABLUTIONS IN COLD WATER; AND AFTER BEING THUS CLEANSED, THEY REPAIR TOGETHER INTO ONE APARTMENT, NOW NO ONE WHO ENTERTAINS A DIFFERENT OPINION FROM THEMSELVES ASSEMBLES IN THE HOUSE, AND THEY PROCEED TO PARTAKE OF BREAKFAST. AND WHEN THEY HAVE TAKEN THEIR SEATS IN SILENCE, THEY SET DOWN LOAVES IN ORDER, AND NEXT SOME ONE SORT OF FOOD TO EAT ALONG WITH THE BREAD, AND EACH RECEIVES FROM THESE A SUFFICIENT PORTION. NO ONE, HOWEVER, TASTES THESE BEFORE THE PRIEST UTTERS A BLESSING, AND PRAYS OVER THE FOOD. AND AFTER BREAKFAST, WHEN HE HAS A SECOND TIME OFFERED UP SUPPLICATION, AS AT THE BEGINNING, SO AT THE CONCLUSION OF THEIR MEAL THEY PRAISE GOD IN HYMNS. NEXT, AFTER THEY HAVE LAID ASIDE AS SACRED THE GARMENTS IN WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN CLOTHED WHILE TOGETHER TAKING THEIR REPAST WITHIN THE HOUSE-- (NOW THESE GARMENTS ARE LINEN) AND HAVING RESUMED THE CLOTHES WHICH THEY HAD LEFT IN THE VESTIBULE, THEY HASTEN TO AGREEABLE OCCUPATIONS UNTIL EVENING. AND THEY PARTAKE OF SUPPER, DOING OIL THINGS IN LIKE MANNER TO THOSE ALREADY MENTIONED. 
AND NO ONE WILL AT ANY TIME CRY ALOUD, NOR WILL ANY OTHER TUMULTUOUS VOICE BE HEARD. BUT THEY EACH CONVERSE QUIETLY, AND WITH DECORUM ONE CONCEDES THE CONVERSATION TO THE OTHER, SO THAT THE STILLNESS OF THOSE WITHIN THE HOUSE APPEARS A SORT OF MYSTERY TO THOSE OUTSIDE. AND THEY ARE INVARIABLY SOBER, EATING AND DRINKING ALL THINGS BY MEASURE. 
CHAP. XVII.--THE TENETS OF THE ESSENI CONTINUED. 
ALL THEN PAY ATTENTION TO THE PRESIDENT; AND WHATEVER INJUNCTIONS HE WILL ISSUE, THEY OBEY AS LAW. FOR THEY ARE ANXIOUS THAT MERCY AND ASSISTANCE BE EXTENDED TO THOSE THAT ARE BURDENED WITH TOIL. AND ESPECIALLY THEY ABSTAIN FROM WRATH AND ANGER, AND ALL SUCH PASSIONS, INASMUCH AS THEY CONSIDER THESE TO BE TREACHEROUS TO MAN. AND NO ONE AMONGST THEM IS IN THE HABIT OF SWEARING; BUT WHATEVER ANY ONE SAYS, THIS IS REGARDED MORE BINDING THAN AN OATH. IF, HOWEVER, ONE WILL SWEAR, HE IS CONDEMNED AS ONE UNWORTHY OF CREDENCE. THEY ARE LIKEWISE SOLICITOUS ABOUT THE READINGS OF THE LAW AND PROPHETS; AND MOREOVER ALSO, IF THERE IS ANY TREATISE OF THE FAITHFUL, ABOUT THAT LIKEWISE. AND THEY EVINCE THE UTMOST CURIOSITY CONCERNING PLANTS AND STONES, RATHER BUSYING THEMSELVES AS REGARDS THE OPERATIVE POWERS OF THESE, SAYING THAT THESE THINGS WERE NOT CREATED IN VAIN. 
CHAP. XVIII.--THE TENETS OF THE ESSENI CONTINUED. 
BUT TO THOSE WHO WISH TO BECOME DISCIPLES OF THE SECT, THEY DO NOT IMMEDIATELY DELIVER THEIR RULES, UNLESS THEY HAVE PREVIOUSLY TRIED THEM. NOW FOR THE SPACE OF A YEAR THEY SET BEFORE (THE CANDIDATES) THE SAME FOOD, WHILE THE LATTER CONTINUE TO LIVE IN A DIFFERENT HOUSE OUTSIDE THE ESSENES' OWN PLACE OF MEETING. AND THEY GIVE (TO THE PROBATIONISTS) A HATCHET AND THE LINEN GIRDLE, AND A WHITE ROBE. WHEN, AT THE EXPIRATION OF THIS PERIOD, ONE AFFORDS PROOF OF SELF-CONTROL, HE APPROACHES NEARER TO THE SECT'S METHOD OF LIVING, AND HE IS WASHED MORE PURELY THAN BEFORE. NOT AS YET, HOWEVER, DOES HE PARTAKE OF FOOD ALONG WITH THE ESSENES. FOR, AFTER HAVING FURNISHED EVIDENCE AS TO WHETHER HE IS ABLE TO ACQUIRE SELF-CONTROL, BUT FOR TWO YEARS THE HABIT OF A PERSON OF THIS DESCRIPTION IS ON TRIAL,--AND WHEN HE HAS APPEARED DESERVING, HE IS THUS RECKONED AMONGST THE MEMBERS OF THE SECT. PREVIOUS, HOWEVER, TO HIS BEING ALLOWED TO PARTAKE OF A REPAST ALONG WITH THEM, HE IS BOUND UNDER FEARFUL OATHS. FIRST, THAT HE WILL WORSHIP THE DIVINITY; NEXT, THAT HE WILL OBSERVE JUST DEALINGS WITH MEN, AND THAT HE WILL IN NO WAY INJURE ANY ONE, AND THAT HE WILL NOT HATE A PERSON WHO INJURES HIM, OR IS HOSTILE TO HIM, BUT PRAY FOR THEM. HE LIKEWISE SWEARS THAT HE WILL ALWAYS AID THE JUST, AND KEEP FAITH WITH ALL, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO ARE RULERS. FOR, THEY ARGUE, A POSITION OF AUTHORITY DOES NOT HAPPEN TO ANY ONE WITHOUT GOD. AND IF THE ESSENE HIMSELF BE A RULER, HE SWEARS THAT HE WILL NOT CONDUCT HIMSELF AT ANY TIME ARROGANTLY IN THE EXERCISE OF POWER, NOR BE PRODIGAL, NOR RESORT TO ANY ADORNMENT, OR A GREATER STATE OF MAGNIFICENCE THAN THE USAGE PERMITS. HE LIKEWISE SWEARS, HOWEVER, TO BE A LOVER OF TRUTH, AND TO REPROVE HIM THAT IS GUILTY OF FALSEHOOD, NEITHER TO STEAL, NOR POLLUTE HIS CONSCIENCE FOR THE SAKE OF INIQUITOUS GAIN, NOR CONCEAL AUGHT FROM THOSE THAT ARE MEMBERS OF HIS SECT, AND TO DIVULGE NOTHING TO OTHERS, THOUGH ONE SHOULD BE TORTURED EVEN UNTO DEATH. AND IN ADDITION TO THE FOREGOING PROMISES, HE SWEARS TO IMPART TO NO ONE A KNOWLEDGE OF THE DOCTRINES IN A DIFFERENT MANNER FROM THAT IN WHICH HE HAS RECEIVED THEM HIMSELF. 
CHAP. XIX.--THE TENETS OF THE ESSENI CONTINUED. 
WITH OATHS, THEN, OF THIS DESCRIPTION, THEY BIND THOSE WHO COME FORWARD. IF, HOWEVER, ANY ONE MAY BE CONDEMNED FOR ANY SIN, HE IS EXPELLED FROM THE ORDER; BUT ONE THAT HAS BEEN THUS EXCOMMUNICATED SOMETIMES PERISHES BY AN AWFUL DEATH. FOR, INASMUCH AS HE IS BOUND BY THE OATHS AND RITES OF THE SECT, HE IS NOT ABLE TO PARTAKE OF THE FOOD IN USE AMONG OTHER PEOPLE. THOSE THAT ARE EXCOMMUNICATED, OCCASIONALLY, THEREFORE, UTTERLY DESTROY THE BODY THROUGH STARVATION. AND SO, IT IS, THAT WHEN IT COMES TO THE LAST THE ESSENES SOMETIMES PITY MANY OF THEM WHO ARE AT THE POINT OF DISSOLUTION, INASMUCH AS THEY DEEM A PUNISHMENT EVEN UNTO DEATH, THUS INFLICTED UPON THESE CULPRITS, A SUFFICIENT PENALTY. 
CHAP. XX.--THE TENETS OF THE ESSENI CONCLUDED. 
BUT AS REGARDS JUDICIAL DECISIONS, THE ESSENES ARE MOST ACCURATE AND IMPARTIAL. AND THEY DE LIVER THEIR JUDGMENTS WHEN THEY HAVE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER, NUMBERING AT THE VERY LEAST ONE HUNDRED; AND THE SENTENCE DELIVERED BY THEM IS IRREVERSIBLE. AND THEY HONOUR THE LEGISLATOR NEXT AFTER GOD; AND IF ANY ONE IS GUILTY OF BLASPHEMY AGAINST THIS FRAMER OF LAWS, HE IS PUNISHED. AND THEY ARE TAUGHT TO YIELD OBEDIENCE TO RULERS AND ELDERS; AND IF TEN OCCUPY SEATS IN THE SAME ROOM, ONE OF THEM WILL NOT SPEAK UNLESS IT WILL APPEAR EXPEDIENT TO THE NINE. AND THEY ARE CAREFUL NOT TO SPIT OUT INTO THE MIDST OF PERSONS PRESENT, AND TO THE RIGHT HAND. THEY ARE MORE SOLICITOUS, HOWEVER, ABOUT ABSTAINING FROM WORK ON THE SABBATH-DAY THAN ALL OTHER JEWS. FOR NOT ONLY DO THEY PREPARE THEIR VICTUALS FOR THEMSELVES ONE DAY PREVIOUSLY, SO AS NOT (ON THE SABBATH) TO KINDLE A FIRE, BUT NOT EVEN WOULD THEY MOVE A UTENSIL FROM ONE PLACE TO ANOTHER (ON THAT DAY), NOR EASE NATURE; NAY, SOME WOULD NOT EVEN RISE FROM A COUCH. ON OTHER DAYS, HOWEVER, WHEN THEY WISH TO RELIEVE NATURE, THEY DIG A HOLE A FOOT LONG WITH THE MATTOCK, FOR OF THIS DESCRIPTION IS THE HATCHET, WHICH THE PRESIDENT IN THE FIRST INSTANCE GIVES THOSE WHO COME FORWARD TO GAIN ADMISSION AS DISCIPLES, AND COVER (THIS CAVITY) ON ALL SIDES WITH THEIR GARMENT, ALLEGING THAT THEY DO NOT NECESSARILY INSULT THE SUNBEAMS. THEY THEN REPLACE THE UPTURNED SOIL INTO THE PIT; AND THIS IS THEIR PRACTICE, CHOOSING THE MORE-LONELY SPOTS. BUT AFTER THEY HAVE PERFORMED THIS OPERATION, IMMEDIATELY THEY UNDERGO ABLUTION, AS IF THE EXCREMENT POLLUTES THEM. 
CHAP. XXI.--DIFFERENT SECTS OF THE ESSENI. 
THE ESSENES HAVE, HOWEVER, IN THE LAPSE OF TIME, UNDERGONE DIVISIONS, AND THEY DO NOT PRESERVE THEIR SYSTEM OF TRAINING AFTER A SIMILAR MANNER, INASMUCH AS THEY HAVE BEEN SPLIT UP INTO FOUR PARTIES. FOR SOME OF THEM DISCIPLINE THEMSELVES ABOVE THE REQUISITE RULES OF THE ORDER, SO THAT EVEN THEY WOULD NOT HANDLE A CURRENT COIN OF THE COUNTRY, SAYING THAT THEY OUGHT NOT EITHER TO CARRY, OR BEHOLD, OR FASHION AN IMAGE: WHEREFORE NO ONE OF THOSE GOES INTO A CITY, LEST (BY SO DOING) HE SHOULD ENTER THROUGH A GATE AT WHICH STATUES ARE ERECTED, REGARDING IT A VIOLATION OF LAW TO PASS BENEATH IMAGES. BUT THE ADHERENTS OF ANOTHER PARTY, IF THEY HAPPEN TO HEAR ANY ONE MAINTAINING A DISCUSSION CONCERNING GOD AND HIS LAWS--SUPPOSING SUCH TO BE AN UNCIRCUMCISED PERSON, THEY WILL CLOSELY WATCH HIM AND WHEN THEY MEET A PERSON OF THIS DESCRIPTION IN ANY PLACE ALONE, THEY WILL THREATEN TO SLAY HIM IF HE REFUSES TO UNDERGO THE RITE OF CIRCUMCISION. NOW, IF THE LATTER DOES NOT WISH TO COMPLY WITH THIS REQUEST, AN ESSENE SPARES NOT, BUT EVEN SLAUGHTERS. AND IT IS FROM THIS OCCURRENCE THAT THEY HAVE RECEIVED THEIR APPELLATION, BEING DENOMINATED (BY SOME) ZELOTAE, BUT BY OTHERS SICARII. AND THE ADHERENTS OF ANOTHER PARTY CALL NO ONE LORD EXCEPT THE DEITY, EVEN THOUGH ONE SHOULD PUT THEM TO THE TORTURE, OR EVEN KILL THEM. BUT THERE ARE OTHERS OF A LATER PERIOD, WHO HAVE TO SUCH AN EXTENT DECLINED FROM THE DISCIPLINE (OF THE ORDER), THAT, AS FAR AS THOSE ARE CONCERNED WHO CONTINUE IN THE PRIMITIVE CUSTOMS, THEY WOULD NOT EVEN TOUCH THESE. AND IF THEY HAPPEN TO COME IN CONTACT WITH THEM, THEY IMMEDIATELY RESORT TO ABLUTION, AS IF THEY HAD TOUCHED ONE BELONGING TO AN ALIEN TRIBE. BUT HERE ALSO THERE ARE VERY MANY OF THEM OF SO GREAT LONGEVITY, AS EVEN TO LIVE LONGER THAN A HUNDRED YEARS. THEY ASSERT, THEREFORE, THAT A CAUSE OF THIS ARISES FROM THEIR EXTREME DEVOTION TO RELIGION, AND THEIR CONDEMNATION OF ALL EXCESS IN REGARD OF WHAT IS SERVED UP (AS FOOD), AND FROM THEIR BEING TEMPERATE AND INCAPABLE OF ANGER. AND SO, IT IS THAT THEY DESPISE DEATH, REJOICING WHEN THEY CAN FINISH THEIR COURSE WITH A GOOD CONSCIENCE. IF, HOWEVER, ANY ONE WOULD EVEN PUT TO THE TORTURE PERSONS OF THIS DESCRIPTION, IN ORDER TO INDUCE ANY AMONGST THEM EITHER TO SPEAK EVIL OF THE LAW, OR EAT WHAT IS OFFERED IN SACRIFICE TO AN IDOL, HE WILL NOT AFFECT HIS PURPOSE; FOR ONE OF THIS PARTY SUBMITS TO DEATH AND ENDURES TORMENT RATHER THAN VIOLATE HIS CONSCIENCE. 
CHAP. XXII.--BELIEF OF THE ESSENI IN THE RESURRECTION'; THEIR SYSTEM A SUGGESTIVE ONE. 
NOW THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION HAS ALSO DERIVED SUPPORT AMONG THESE; FOR THEY ACKNOWLEDGE BOTH THAT THE FLESH WILL RISE AGAIN, AND THAT IT WILL BE IMMORTAL, IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE SOUL IS ALREADY IMPERISHABLE. AND THEY MAINTAIN THAT THE SOUL, WHEN SEPARATED IN THE PRESENT LIFE, (DEPARTS) INTO ONE PLACE, WHICH IS WELL VENTILATED AND LIGHTSOME, WHERE, THEY SAY, IT RESTS UNTIL JUDGMENT. AND THIS LOCALITY THE GREEKS WERE ACQUAINTED WITH BY HEARSAY, AND CALLED IT "ISLES OF THE BLESSED." AND THERE ARE OTHER TENETS OF THESE WHICH MANY OF THE GREEKS HAVE APPROPRIATED, AND THUS HAVE FROM TIME TO TIME FORMED THEIR OWN OPINIONS. FOR THE DISCIPLINARY SYSTEM IN REGARD OF THE DIVINITY, ACCORDING TO THESE (JEWISH SECTS), IS OF GREATER ANTIQUITY THAN THAT OF ALL NATIONS. AND SO, IT IS THAT THE PROOF IS AT HAND, THAT ALL THOSE (GREEKS) WHO VENTURED TO MAKE ASSERTIONS CONCERNING GOD, OR CONCERNING THE CREATION OF EXISTING THINGS, DERIVED THEIR PRINCIPLES FROM NO OTHER SOURCE THAN FROM JEWISH LEGISLATION. AND AMONG THESE MAY BE PARTICULARIZED PYTHAGORAS ESPECIALLY, AND THE STOICS, WHO DERIVED (THEIR SYSTEMS) WHILE RESIDENT AMONG THE EGYPTIANS, BY HAVING BECOME DISCIPLES OF THESE JEWS. NOW THEY AFFIRM THAT THERE WILL BE BOTH A JUDGMENT AND A CONFLAGRATION OF THE UNIVERSE, AND THAT THE WICKED WILL BE ETERNALLY PUNISHED. AND AMONG THEM IS CULTIVATED THE PRACTICE OF PROPHECY, AND THE PREDICTION OF FUTURE EVENTS. 
CHAP. XXIII.--ANOTHER SECT OF THE ESSENI: THE PHARISEES. 
THERE IS THEN ANOTHER ORDER OF THE ESSENES WHO USE THE SAME CUSTOMS AND PRESCRIBED METHOD OF LIVING WITH THE FOREGOING SECTS, BUT MAKE AN ALTERATION FROM THESE IN ONE RESPECT, VIZ., MARRIAGE. NOW THEY MAINTAIN THAT THOSE WHO HAVE ABROGATED MATRIMONY COMMIT SOME TERRIBLE OFFENCE, WHICH IS FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF LIFE, AND THAT THEY OUGHT NOT TO CUT OFF THE SUCCESSION OF CHILDREN; FAR, THAT IF ALL ENTERTAINED THIS OPINION, THE ENTIRE RACE OF MEN WOULD EASILY BE EXTERMINATED. HOWEVER, THEY MAKE A TRIAL OF THEIR BETROTHED WOMEN FOR A PERIOD OF THREE YEARS; AND WHEN THEY HAVE BEEN THREE TIMES PURIFIED, WITH A VIEW OF PROVING THEIR ABILITY OF BRINGING FORTH CHILDREN, SO THEN THEY WED. THEY DO NOT, HOWEVER, COHABIT WITH PREGNANT WOMEN, EVINCING THAT THEY MARRY NOT FROM SENSUAL MOTIVES, BUT FROM THE ADVANTAGE OF CHILDREN. AND THE WOMEN LIKEWISE UNDERGO ABLUTION IN A SIMILAR MANNER (WITH THEIR HUSBANDS), AND ARE THEMSELVES ALSO ARRAYED IN A LINEN GARMENT, AFTER THE MODE IN WHICH THE MEN ARE WITH THEIR GIRDLES. THESE THINGS, THEN, ARE THE STATEMENTS WHICH L HAVE TO MAKE RESPECTING THE ESSENI. BUT THERE ARE ALSO OTHERS WHO THEMSELVES PRACTICE THE JEWISH CUSTOMS; AND THESE, BOTH IN RESPECT OF CASTE AND IN RESPECT OF THE LAWS, ARE CALLED PHARISEES. NOW THE GREATEST PART OF THESE IS TO BE FOUND IN EVERY LOCALITY, INASMUCH AS, THOUGH ALL ARE STYLED JEWS, YET, ON ACCOUNT OF THE PECULIARITY OF THE OPINIONS ADVANCED BY THEM, THEY HAVE BEEN DENOMINATED BY TITLES PROPER TO EACH. THESE, THEN, FIRMLY HOLD THE ANCIENT TRADITION, AND CONTINUE TO PURSUE IN A DISPUTATIVE SPIRIT A CLOSE INVESTIGATION INTO THE THINGS REGARDED ACCORDING TO THE LAW AS CLEAN AND NOT CLEAN. AND THEY INTERPRET THE REGULATIONS OF THE LAW, AND PUT FORWARD TEACHERS, WHOM THEY QUALIFY FOR GIVING INSTRUCTION IN SUCH THINGS. THESE PHARISEES AFFIRM THE EXISTENCE OF FATE, AND THAT SOME THINGS ARE IN OUR POWER, WHEREAS OTHERS ARE UNDER THE CONTROL OF DESTINY. IN THIS WAY THEY MAINTAIN THAT SOME ACTIONS DEPEND UPON OURSELVES, WHEREAS OTHERS UPON FATE. BUT (THEY ASSERT) THAT GOD IS A CAUSE OF ALL THINGS, AND THAT NOTHING IS MANAGED OR HAPPENS WITHOUT HIS WILL. THESE LIKEWISE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THERE IS A RESURRECTION OF FLESH, AND THAT SOUL IS IMMORTAL, AND THAT THERE WILL BE A JUDGMENT AND CONFLAGRATION, AND THAT THE RIGHTEOUS WILL BE IMPERISHABLE, BUT THAT THE WICKED WILL ENDURE EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT IN UNQUENCHABLE FIRE. 
CHAP. XXIV.--THE SADDUCEES. 
THESE, THEN, ARE THE OPINIONS EVEN OF THE PHARISEES. THE SADDUCEES, HOWEVER, ARE FOR ABOLISHING FATE, AND THEY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT GOD DOES NOTHING THAT IS WICKED, NOR EXERCISES PROVIDENCE OVER (EARTHLY CONCERNS); BUT THEY CONTEND THAT THE CHOICE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL LIES WITHIN THE POWER OF MEN. AND THEY DENY THAT THERE IS A RESURRECTION NOT ONLY OF FLESH, BUT ALSO, THEY SUPPOSE THAT THE SOUL DOES NOT CONTINUE AFTER DEATH. THE SOUL THEY CONSIDER NOTHING BUT MERE VITALITY, AND THAT IT IS ON ACCOUNT OF THIS THAT MAN HAS BEEN CREATED. HOWEVER, (THEY MAINTAIN) THAT THE NOTION OF THE RESURRECTION HAS BEEN FULLY REALIZED BY THE SINGLE CIRCUMSTANCE, THAT WE CLOSE OUR DAYS AFTER HAVING LEFT CHILDREN UPON EARTH. BUT (THEY STILL INSIST) THAT AFTER DEATH ONE EXPECTS TO SUFFER NOTHING, EITHER BAD OR GOOD; FOR THAT THERE WILL BE A DISSOLUTION BOTH OF SOUL AND BODY, AND THAT MAN PASSES INTO NON-EXISTENCE, SIMILARLY ALSO WITH THE MATERIAL OF THE ANIMAL CREATION. BUT AS REGARDS WHATEVER WICKEDNESS A MAN MAY HAVE COMMITTED IN LIFE, PROVIDED HE MAY HAVE BEEN RECONCILED TO THE INJURED PARTY, HE HAS BEEN A GAINER (BY TRANSGRESSION), INASMUCH AS HE HAS ESCAPED THE PUNISHMENT (THAT OTHERWISE WOULD HAVE BEEN INFLICTED) BY MEN. AND WHATEVER ACQUISITIONS A MAN MAY HAVE MADE. AND (IN WHATEVER RESPECT), BY BECOMING WEALTHY, HE MAY HAVE ACQUIRED DISTINCTION, HE HAS SO FAR BEEN A GAINER. BUT (THEY ABIDE BY THEIR ASSERTION), THAT GOD HAS NO SOLICITUDE ABOUT THE CONCERNS OF AN INDIVIDUAL HERE. AND WHILE THE PHARISEES ARE FULL OF MUTUAL AFFECTION, THE SADDUCEES, ON THE OTHER HAND, ARE ACTUATED BY SELF-LOVE. THIS SECT HAD ITS STRONGHOLD ESPECIALLY IN THE REGION AROUND SAMARIA. AND THESE ALSO ADHERE TO THE CUSTOMS OF THE LAW, SAYING THAT ONE OUGHT SO TO LIVE, THAT HE MAY CONDUCT HIMSELF VIRTUOUSLY, AND LEAVE CHILDREN BEHIND HIM ON EARTH. THEY DO NOT, HOWEVER, DEVOTE ATTENTION TO PROPHETS, BUT NEITHER DO THEY TO ANY OTHER SAGES, EXCEPT TO THE LAW OF MOSES ONLY, IN REGARD OF WHICH, HOWEVER, THEY FRAME NO INTERPRETATIONS. THESE, THEN, ARE THE OPINIONS WHICH ALSO THE SADDUCEES CHOOSE TO TEACH. 
CHAP. XXV.--THE JEWISH RELIGION. 
SINCE, THEREFORE, WE HAVE EXPLAINED EVEN THE DIVERSITIES AMONG THE JEWS, IT SEEMS EXPEDIENT LIKEWISE NOT TO PASS OVER IN SILENCE THE SYSTEM OF THEIR RELIGION. THE DOCTRINE, THEREFORE, AMONG ALL JEWS ON THE SUBJECT OF RELIGION IS FOURFOLD-THEOLOGICAL, NATURAL, MORAL, AND CEREMONIAL. AND THEY AFFIRM THAT THERE IS ONE GOD, AND THAT HE IS CREATOR AND LORD OF THE UNIVERSE: THAT HE HAS FORMED ALL THESE GLORIOUS WORKS WHICH HAD NO PREVIOUS EXISTENCE; AND THIS, TOO, NOT OUT OF ANY COEVAL SUBSTANCE THAT LAY READY AT HAND, BUT HIS WILL--THE EFFICIENT CAUSE--WAS TO CREATE, AND HE DID CREATE. AND (THEY MAINTAIN) THAT THERE ARE ANGELS, AND THAT THESE HAVE BEEN BROUGHT INTO BEING FOR MINISTERING UNTO THE CREATION; BUT ALSO, THAT THERE IS A SOVEREIGN SPIRIT THAT ALWAYS CONTINUES BESIDE GOD, FOR GLORY AND PRAISE. AND THAT ALL THINGS IN THE CREATION ARE ENDUED WITH SENSATION, AND THAT THERE IS NOTHING INANIMATE. AND THEY EARNESTLY AIM AT SERIOUS HABITS AND A TEMPERATE LIFE, AS ONE MAY ASCERTAIN FROM THEIR LAWS. NOW THESE MATTERS HAVE LONG AGO BEEN STRICTLY DEFINED BY THOSE WHO IN ANCIENT TIMES HAVE RECEIVED THE DIVINELY-APPOINTED LAW; SO THAT THE READER WILL FIND HIMSELF ASTONISHED AT THE AMOUNT OF TEMPERANCE, AND OF DILIGENCE, LAVISHED ON CUSTOMS LEGALLY ENACTED IN REFERENCE TO MAN. THE CEREMONIAL SERVICE, HOWEVER, WHICH HAS BEEN ADAPTED TO DIVINE WORSHIP IN A MANNER BEFITTING THE DIGNITY OF RELIGION, HAS BEEN PRACTICED AMONGST THEM WITH THE HIGHEST DEGREE OF ELABORATION. THE SUPERIORITY OF THEIR RITUALISM IT IS EASY FOR THOSE WHO WISH IT TO ASCERTAIN, PROVIDED THEY READ THE BOOK WHICH FURNISHES INFORMATION ON THESE POINTS. THEY WILL THUS PERCEIVE HOW THAT WITH SOLEMNITY AND SANCTITY THE JEWISH PRIESTS OFFER UNTO GOD THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THE GIFTS BESTOWED BY HIM FOR THE RISE AND ENJOYMENT OF MEN; HOW THEY FULFIL THEIR MINISTRATIONS WITH REGULARITY AND STEADFASTNESS, IN OBEDIENCE TO HIS COMMANDMENTS. THERE ARE, HOWEVER, SOME (LITURGICAL USAGES ADOPTED) BY THESE, WHICH THE SADDUCEES REFUSE TO RECOGNIZE, FOR THEY ARE NOT DISPOSED TO ACQUIESCE IN THE EXISTENCE OF ANGELS OR SPIRITS. STILL ALL PARTIES ALIKE EXPECT MESSIAH, INASMUCH AS THE LAW CERTAINLY, AND THE PROPHETS, PREACHED BEFOREHAND THAT HE WAS ABOUT TO BE PRESENT ON EARTH. INASMUCH, HOWEVER, AS THE JEWS WERE NOT COGNIZANT OF THE PERIOD OF HIS ADVENT, THERE REMAINS THE SUPPOSITION THAT THE DECLARATIONS (OF SCRIPTURE) CONCERNING HIS COMING HAVE NOT BEEN FULFILLED. AND SO, IT IS, THAT UP TO THIS DAY THEY CONTINUE IN ANTICIPATION OF THE FUTURE COMING OF THE CHRIST, FROM THE FACT OF THEIR NOT DISCERNING HIM WHEN HE WAS PRESENT IN THE WORLD. AND (YET THERE CAN BE LITTLE DOUBT BUT) THAT, ON BEHOLDING THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES OF HIS HAVING BEEN ALREADY AMONGST US, THE JEWS ARE TROUBLED; AND THAT THEY ARE ASHAMED TO CONFESS THAT HE HAS COME, SINCE THEY HAVE WITH THEIR OWN HANDS PUT HIM TO DEATH, BECAUSE THEY WERE STUNG WITH INDIGNATION IN BEING CONVICTED BY HIMSELF OF NOT HAVING OBEYED THE LAWS. AND THEY AFFIRM THAT HE WHO WAS THUS SENT FORTH BY GOD IS NOT THIS CHRIST (WHOM THEY ARE LOOKING FOR); BUT THEY CONFESS THAT ANOTHER MESSIAH WILL COME, WHO AS YET HAS NO EXISTENCE; AND THAT HE WILL USHER IN SOME OF THE SIGNS WHICH THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS HAVE SHOWN BEFOREHAND, WHEREAS, REGARDING THE REST (OF THESE INDICATIONS), THEY SUPPOSE THAT THEY HAVE FALLEN INTO ERROR. FOR THEY SAY THAT HIS GENERATION WILL BE FROM THE STOCK OF DAVID, BUT NOT FROM A VIRGIN AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, BUT FROM A WOMAN AND A MAN, ACCORDING AS IT IS A RULE FOR ALL TO BE PROCREATED FROM SEED. AND THEY ALLEGE THAT THIS MESSIAH WILL BE KING OVER THEM, A WARLIKE AND POWERFUL INDIVIDUAL, WHO, AFTER HAVING GATHERED TOGETHER THE ENTIRE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS, AND HAVING DONE BATTLE WITH ALL THE NATIONS, WILL RESTORE FOR THEM JERUSALEM THE ROYAL CITY. AND INTO THIS CITY HE WILL COLLECT TOGETHER THE ENTIRE HEBREW RACE, AND BRING IT BACK ONCE MORE INTO THE ANCIENT CUSTOMS, THAT IT MAY FULFIL THE REGAL AND SACERDOTAL FUNCTIONS, AND DWELL IN CONFIDENCE FOR PERIODS OF TIME OF SUFFICIENT DURATION. AFTER THIS REPOSE, IT IS THEIR OPINION THAT WAR WOULD NEXT BE WAGED AGAINST THEM AFTER BEING THUS CONGREGATED; THAT IN THIS CONFLICT CHRIST WOULD FALL BY THE EDGE OF THE SWORD; AND THAT, AFTER NO LONG TIME, WOULD NEXT SUCCEED THE TERMINATION AND CONFLAGRATION OF THE UNIVERSE; AND THAT IN THIS WAY THEIR OPINIONS CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION WOULD RECEIVE COMPLETION, AND A RECOMPENSE BE RENDERED TO EACH MAN ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS. 
CHAP. XXVI.--CONCLUSION TO THE WORK EXPLAINED. 
IT NOW SEEMS TO US THAT THE TENETS OF BOTH ALL THE GREEKS AND BARBARIANS HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED BY US, AND THAT NOTHING HAS REMAINED UNREFUTED EITHER OF THE POINTS ABOUT WHICH PHILOSOPHY HAS BEEN BUSIED, OR OF THE ALLEGATIONS ADVANCED BY THE HERETICS. AND FROM THESE VERY EXPLANATIONS THE CONDEMNATION OF THE HERETICS IS OBVIOUS, FOR HAVING EITHER PURLOINED THEIR DOCTRINES, OR DERIVED CONTRIBUTIONS TO THEM FROM SOME OF THOSE TENETS ELABORATELY WORKED OUT BY THE GREEKS, AND FOR HAVING ADVANCED (THESE OPINIONS) AS IF THEY ORIGINATED FROM GOD. SINCE, THEREFORE, WE HAVE HURRIEDLY PASSED THROUGH ALL THE SYSTEMS OF THESE, AND WITH MUCH LABOR HAVE, IN THE NINE BOOKS, PROCLAIMED ALL THEIR OPINIONS, AND HAVE LEFT BEHIND US FOR ALL MEN A SMALL VIATICUM IN LIFE, AND TO THOSE WHO ARE OUR CONTEMPORARIES HAVE AFFORDED A DESIRE OF LEARNING (WITH) GREAT JOY AND DELIGHT, WE HAVE CONSIDERED IT REASONABLE, AS A CROWNING STROKE TO THE ENTIRE WORK, TO INTRODUCE THE DISCOURSE (ALREADY MENTIONED) CONCERNING THE TRUTH, AND TO FURNISH OUR DELINEATION OF THIS IN ONE BOOK, NAMELY THE TENTH. OUR OBJECT IS, THAT THE READER, NOT ONLY WHEN MADE ACQUAINTED WITH THE OVERTHROW OF THOSE WHO HAVE PRESUMED TO ESTABLISH HERESIES, MAY REGARD WITH SCORN THEIR IDLE FANCIES, BUT ALSO, WHEN BROUGHT TO KNOW THE POWER OF THE TRUTH, MAY BE PLACED IN THE WAY OF SALVATION, BY REPOSING THAT FAITH IN GOD WHICH HE SO WORTHILY DESERVES. 
HIPPOLYTUS: REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES
BOOK X.
THE FOLLOWING ARE THE CONTENTS OF THE TENTH BOOK OF THE REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES: AN EPITOME OF ALL PHILOSOPHERS. AN EPITOME OF ALL HERESIES. AND, IN CONCLUSION TO ALL, WHAT THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRUTH IS. 
CHAP. I.--RECAPITULATION. 
AFTER WE HAVE, NOT WITH VIOLENCE, BURST THROUGH THE LABYRINTH OF HERESIES, BUT HAVE UNRAVELED (THEIR INTRICACIES) THROUGH A REFUTATION MERELY, OR, IN OTHER WORDS, BY THE FORCE OF TRUTH, WE APPROACH THE DEMONSTRATION OF THE TRUTH ITSELF. FOR THEN THE ARTIFICIAL SOPHISMS OF ERROR WILL BE EXPOSED IN ALL THEIR INCONSISTENCY, WHEN WE SHALL SUCCEED IN ESTABLISHING WHENCE IT IS THAT THE DEFINITION OF THE TRUTH HAS BEEN DERIVED. THE TRUTH HAS NOT TAKEN ITS PRINCIPLES FROM THE WISDOM OF THE GREEKS, NOR BORROWED ITS DOCTRINES, AS SECRET MYSTERIES, FROM THE TENETS OF THE EGYPTIANS, WHICH, ALBEIT SILLY, ARE REGARDED AMONGST THEM WITH RELIGIOUS VENERATION AS WORTHY OF RELIANCE. NOR HAS IT BEEN FORMED OUT OF THE FALLACIES WHICH ENUNCIATE THE INCOHERENT (CONCLUSIONS ARRIVED AT THROUGH THE) CURIOSITY OF THE CHALDEANS. NOR DOES THE TRUTH OWE ITS EXISTENCE TO ASTONISHMENT, THROUGH THE OPERATIONS OF DEMONS, FOR THE IRRATIONAL FRENZY OF THE BABYLONIANS. BUT ITS DEFINITION IS CONSTITUTED AFTER THE MANNER IN WHICH EVERY TRUE DEFINITION IS, VIZ., AS SIMPLE AND UNADORNED. A DEFINITION SUCH AS THIS, PROVIDED IT IS MADE MANIFEST, WILL OF ITSELF REFUTE ERROR. AND ALTHOUGH WE HAVE VERY FREQUENTLY PROPOUNDED DEMONSTRATIONS, AND WITH SUFFICIENT FULNESS ELUCIDATED FOR THOSE WILLING (TO LEARN) THE RULE OF THE TRUTH; YET EVEN NOW, AFTER HAVING DISCUSSED ALL THE OPINIONS PUT FORWARD BY THE GREEKS AND HERETICS, WE HAVE DECIDED IT NOT TO BE, AT ALL EVENTS, UNREASONABLE TO INTRODUCE, AS A SORT OF FINISHING STROKE TO THE (NINE) BOOKS PRECEDING, THIS DEMONSTRATION THROUGHOUT THE TENTH BOOK. 
CHAP. II.--SUMMARY OF THE OPINIONS OF PHILOSOPHERS. 
HAVING, THEREFORE, EMBRACED (A CONSIDERATION OF) THE TENETS OF ALL THE WISE MEN AMONG THE GREEKS IN FOUR BOOKS, AND THE DOCTRINES PROPOUNDED BY THE HERESIARCHS IN FIVE, WE SHALL NOW EXHIBIT THE DOCTRINE CONCERNING THE TRUTH IN ONE, HAVING FIRST PRESENTED IN A SUMMARY THE SUPPOSITIONS ENTERTAINED SEVERALLY BY ALL. FOR THE DOGMATISTS OF THE GREEKS, DIVIDING PHILOSOPHY INTO THREE PARTS, IN THIS MANNER DEVISED FROM TIME TO TIME THEIR SPECULATIVE SYSTEMS; SOME DENOMINATING THEIR SYSTEM NATURAL, AND OTHERS MORAL, BUT OTHERS DIALECTICAL PHILOSOPHY. AND THE ANCIENT THINKERS WHO CALLED THEIR SCIENCE NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, WERE THOSE MENTIONED IN BOOK I. AND THE ACCOUNT WHICH THEY FURNISHED WAS AFTER THIS MODE: SOME OF THEM DERIVED ALL THINGS FROM ONE, WHEREAS OTHERS FROM MORE THINGS THAN ONE. AND OF THOSE WHO DERIVED ALL THINGS FROM ONE, SOME DERIVED THEM FROM WHAT WAS DEVOID OF QUALITY, WHEREAS OTHERS FROM WHAT WAS ENDUED WITH QUALITY. AND AMONG THOSE WHO DERIVED ALL THINGS FROM QUALITY, SOME DERIVED THEM FROM FIRE. AND SOME FROM AIR, AND SOME FROM WATER, AND SOME FROM EARTH. AND AMONG THOSE WHO DERIVED THE UNIVERSE FROM MORE THINGS THAN ONE, SOME DERIVED IT FROM NUMERABLE, BUT OTHERS FROM INFINITE QUANTITIES. AND AMONG THOSE WHO DERIVED ALL THINGS FROM NUMERABLE QUANTITIES, SOME DERIVED THEM FROM TWO, AND OTHERS FROM FOUR, AND OTHERS FROM FIVE, AND OTHERS FROM SIX. AND AMONG THOSE WHO DERIVED THE UNIVERSE FROM INFINITE QUANTITIES, SOME DERIVED ENTITIES FROM THINGS SIMILAR TO THOSE GENERATED, WHEREAS OTHERS FROM THINGS DISSIMILAR. AND AMONG THESE SOME DERIVED ENTITIES FROM THINGS INCAPABLE OF, WHEREAS OTHERS FROM THINGS CAPABLE OF, PASSION. FROM A BODY DEVOID OF QUALITY AND ENDUED WITH UNITY, THE STOICS, THEN, ACCOUNTED FOR THE GENERATION OF THE UNIVERSE. FOR, ACCORDING TO THEM, MATTER DEVOID OF QUALITY, AND IN ALL ITS PARTS SUSCEPTIBLE OF CHANGE, CONSTITUTES AN ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSE. FOR, WHEN AN ALTERATION OF THIS ENSUES, THERE IS GENERATED FIRE, AIR, WATER, EARTH. THE FOLLOWERS, HOWEVER, OF HIPPASUS, AND ANAXIMANDER, AND THALES THE MILESIAN, ARE DISPOSED TO THINK THAT ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN GENERATED FROM ONE (AN ENTITY), ENDUED WITH QUALITY. HIPPASUS OF METAPONTUM AND HERACLITUS THE EPHESIAN DECLARED THE ORIGIN OF THINGS TO BE FROM FIRE, WHEREAS ANAXIMANDER FROM AIR, BUT THALES FROM WATER, AND XENOPHANES FROM EARTH. "FOR FROM EARTH," SAYS HE, "ARE ALL THINGS, AND ALL THINGS TERMINATE IN THE EARTH." 
CHAP. III.--SUMMARY OF THE OPINIONS OF PHILOSOPHERS CONTINUED. 
BUT AMONG THOSE WHO DERIVE ALL ENTITIES FROM MORE THINGS THAN ONE, AND FROM NUMERABLE QUANTITIES, THE POET HOMER ASSERTS THAT THE UNIVERSE CONSISTS OF TWO SUBSTANCES, NAMELY EARTH AND WATER; AT ONE TIME EXPRESSING HIMSELF THUS: "THE SOURCE OF GODS WAS SEA AND MOTHER EARTH." AND ON ANOTHER OCCASION THUS: "BUT INDEED YE ALL MIGHT BECOME WATER AND EARTH." AND XENOPHANES OF COLOPHON SEEMS TO COINCIDE WITH HIM, FOR HE SAYS: "WE ALL ARE SPRUNG FROM WATER AND FROM EARTH." EURIPIDES, HOWEVER, (DERIVES THE UNIVERSE) FROM EARTH AND AIR, AS ONE MAY ASCERTAIN FROM THE FOLLOWING ASSERTION OF HIS: "MOTHER OF ALL, AIR AND EARTH, I SING." BUT EMPEDOCLES DERIVES THE UNIVERSE FROM FOUR PRINCIPLES, EXPRESSING HIMSELF THUS: "FOUR ROOTS OF ALL THINGS HEAR THOU FIRST: BRILLIANT JOVE, AND LIFE-GIVING JUNO AND AIDONEUS, AND NESTIS, THAT WITH TEARS BEDEWS THE MORTAL FONT." OCELLUS, HOWEVER, THE LUCANIAN, AND ARISTOTLE, DERIVE THE UNIVERSE FROM FIVE PRINCIPLES; FOR, ALONG WITH THE FOUR ELEMENTS, THEY HAVE ASSUMED THE EXISTENCE OF A FIFTH, AND (THAT THIS IS) A BODY WITH A CIRCULAR MOTION; AND THEY SAY THAT FROM THIS, THINGS CELESTIAL HAVE THEIR BEING. BUT THE DISCIPLES OF EMPEDOCLES SUPPOSED THE GENERATION OF THE UNIVERSE TO HAVE PROCEEDED FROM SIX PRINCIPLES. FOR IN THE PASSAGE WHERE HE SAYS, "FOUR ROOTS OF ALL THINGS HEAR THOU FIRST," HE PRODUCES GENERATION OUT OF FOUR PRINCIPLES. WHEN, HOWEVER, HE SUBJOINS, "RUINOUS STRIFE APART FROM THESE, EQUAL IN EVERY POINT, AND WITH THEM FRIENDSHIP EQUAL IN LENGTH AND BREADTH," - HE ALSO DELIVERS SIX PRINCIPLES OF THE UNIVERSE, FOUR OF THEM MATERIAL--EARTH, WATER, FIRE, AND AIR; BUT TWO OF THEM FORMATIVE--FRIENDSHIP AND DISCORD. THE FOLLOWERS, HOWEVER, OF ANAXAGORAS OF CLAZOMENAE, AND OF DEMOCRITUS, AND OF EPICURUS, AND MULTITUDES OF OTHERS, HAVE GIVEN IT AS THEIR OPINION THAT THE GENERATION OF THE UNIVERSE PROCEEDS FROM INFINITE NUMBERS OF ATOMS; AND WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY MADE PARTIAL MENTION OF THESE PHILOSOPHERS. BUT ANAXAGORAS DERIVES THE UNIVERSE FROM THINGS SIMILAR TO THOSE THAT ARE BEING PRODUCED; WHEREAS THE FOLLOWERS OF DEMOCRITUS AND EPICURUS DERIVED THE UNIVERSE FROM THINGS BOTH DISSIMILAR (TO THE ENTITIES PRODUCED), AND DEVOID OF PASSION, THAT IS, FROM ATOMS. BUT THE FOLLOWERS OF HERACLIDES OF PONTUS, AND OF ASCLEPIADES, DERIVED THE UNIVERSE FROM THINGS DISSIMILAR (TO THE ENTITIES PRODUCED), AND CAPABLE OF PASSION, AS IF FROM INCONGRUOUS CORPUSCLES. BUT THE DISCIPLES OF PLATO AFFIRM THAT THESE ENTITIES ARE FROM THREE PRINCIPLES--GOD, AND MATTER, AND EXEMPLAR. HE DIVIDES MATTER, HOWEVER, INTO FOUR PRINCIPLES--FIRE, WATER, EARTH, AND AIR. AND (HE SAYS) THAT GOD IS THE CREATOR OF THIS (MATTER), AND THAT MIND IS ITS EXEMPLAR. 
CHAP. IV.--SUMMARY OF THE OPINIONS OF PHILOSOPHERS CONTINUED. 
PERSUADED, THEN, THAT THE PRINCIPLE OF PHYSIOLOGY IS CONFESSEDLY DISCOVERED TO BE ENCUMBERED WITH DIFFICULTIES FOR ALL THESE PHILOSOPHERS, WE OURSELVES ALSO SHALL FEARLESSLY DECLARE CONCERNING THE EXAMPLES OF THE TRUTH, AS TO HOW THEY ARE, AND AS WE HAVE FELT CONFIDENT THAT THEY ARE. BUT WE SHALL PREVIOUSLY FURNISH AN EXPLANATION, IN THE WAY OF EPITOME, OF THE TENETS OF THE HERESIARCHS, IN ORDER THAT, BY OUR HAVING SET BEFORE OUR READERS THE TENETS OF ALL MADE WELL KNOWN BY THIS (PLAN OF TREATMENT), WE MAY EXHIBIT THE TRUTH IN A PLAIN AND FAMILIAR (FORM). 
CHAP. V.--THE NAASSENI. 
BUT SINCE IT SO APPEARS EXPEDIENT, LET US BEGIN FIRST FROM THE PUBLIC WORSHIPPERS OF THE SERPENT. THE NAASSENI CALL THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSE A MAN, AND THAT THE SAME ALSO IS A SON OF MAN; AND THEY DIVIDE THIS MAN INTO THREE PORTIONS. FOR THEY SAY ONE PART OF HIM IS RATIONAL, AND ANOTHER PSYCHICAL, BUT A THIRD EARTHLY. AND THEY STYLE HIM ADAMAS, AND SUPPOSE THAT THE KNOWLEDGE APPERTAINING TO HIM IS THE ORIGINATING CAUSE OF THE CAPACITY OF KNOWING GOD. AND THE NAASSENE ASSERTS THAT ALL THESE RATIONAL, AND PSYCHICAL, AND EARTHLY QUALITIES HAVE RETIRED INTO JESUS, AND THAT THROUGH HIM THESE THREE SUBSTANCES SIMULTANEOUSLY HAVE SPOKEN UNTO THE THREE GENERA OF THE UNIVERSE. THESE ALLEGE THAT THERE ARE THREE KINDS OF EXISTENCE--ANGELIC, PSYCHICAL, AND EARTHLY; AND THAT THERE ARE THREE CHURCHES--ANGELIC, PSYCHICAL, AND EARTHLY; AND THAT THE NAMES FOR THESE ARE--CHOSEN, CALLED, AND CAPTIVE. THESE ARE THE HEADS OF DOCTRINE ADVANCED BY THEM, AS FAR AS ONE MAY BRIEFLY COMPREHEND THEM. THEY AFFIRM THAT JAMES, THE BROTHER OF THE LORD, DELIVERED THESE TENETS TO MARIAMNE, BY SUCH A STATEMENT BELYING BOTH. 
CHAP. VI.--THE PERATAE. 
THE PERATAE, HOWEVER, VIZ., ADEMES THE CARYSTIAN, AND EUPHRATES THE PERATIC, SAY THAT THERE IS SOME ONE WORLD, THIS IS THE DENOMINATION THEY USE, AND AFFIRMING THAT IT IS DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS. BUT OF THE THREEFOLD DIVISION, ACCORDING TO THEM, THERE IS ONE PRINCIPLE, JUST LIKE AN IMMENSE FOUNTAIN, CAPABLE OF BEING BY REASON DIVIDED INTO INFINITE SEGMENTS. AND THE FIRST SEGMENT, AND THE ONE OF MORE PROXIMITY, ACCORDING TO THEM, IS THE TRIAD, AND IS CALLED A PERFECT GOOD, AND A PATERNAL MAGNITUDE. BUT THE SECOND PORTION OF THE TRIAD IS A CERTAIN MULTITUDE OF, AS IT WERE, INFINITE POWERS. THE THIRD PART, HOWEVER, IS FORMAL. AND THE FIRST IS UNBEGOTTEN; WHENCE THEY EXPRESSLY AFFIRM THAT THERE ARE THREE GODS, THREE LOGOI, THREE MINDS, (AND) THREE MEN. FOR WHEN THE DIVISION HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED, TO EACH PART OF THE WORLD THEY ASSIGN BOTH GODS, AND LOGOI, AND MEN, AND THE REST. BUT FROM ABOVE, FROM UNCREATEDNESS AND THE FIRST SEGMENT OF THE WORLD, WHEN AFTERWARDS THE WORLD HAD ATTAINED TO ITS CONSUMMATION, THE PERATIC AFFIRMS THAT THERE CAME DOWN, IN THE TIMES OF HEROD, A CERTAIN MAN WITH A THREEFOLD NATURE, AND A THREEFOLD BODY, AND A THREEFOLD POWER, NAMED CHRIST, AND THAT HE POSSESSES FROM THE THREE PARTS OF THE WORLD IN HIMSELF ALL THE CONCRETIONS AND CAPACITIES OF THE WORLD. AND THEY ARE DISPOSED TO THINK THAT THIS IS WHAT HAS BEEN DECLARED, "IN WHOM DWELLETH ALL THE FULNESS OF THE GODHEAD BODILY." AND THEY ASSERT THAT FROM THE TWO WORLDS SITUATED ABOVE--NAMELY, BOTH THE UNBEGOTTEN ONE AND SELF-BEGOTTEN ONE--THERE WERE BORNE DOWN INTO THIS WORLD IN WHICH WE ARE, GERMS OF ALL SORTS OF POWERS. AND (THEY SAY) THAT CHRIST CAME DOWN FROM ABOVE FROM UNCREATEDNESS, IN ORDER THAT, BY HIS DESCENT, ALL THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS MAY BE SAVED. FOR, SAYS THE PERATIC, THE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN BORNE DOWN FROM ABOVE WILL ASCEND THROUGH HIM; AND THE THINGS THAT HAVE PLOTTED AGAINST THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN BORNE DOWN ARE HEEDLESSLY REJECTED, AND SENT AWAY TO BE PUNISHED. AND THE PERATIC STATES THAT THERE ARE TWO PARTS WHICH ARE SAVED--THAT IS, THOSE THAT ARE SITUATED ABOVE--BY HAVING BEEN SEPARATED FROM CORRUPTION, AND THAT THE THIRD IS DESTROYED, WHICH HE CALLS A FORMAL WORLD. THESE ALSO ARE THE TENETS OF THE PERATAE. 
CHAP. VII.--THE SETHIANS. 
BUT TO THE SETHIANS IT SEEMS THAT THERE EXIST THREE PRINCIPLES, WHICH HAVE BEEN PRECISELY DEFINED. AND EACH OF THE PRINCIPLES IS FITTED BY NATURE FOR BEING ABLE TO BE GENERATED, AS IN A HUMAN SOUL EVERY ART WHATSOEVER IS DEVELOPED WHICH IS CAPABLE OF BEING LEARNED. THE RESULT IS THE SAME AS WHEN A CHILD, BY BEING LONG CONVERSANT WITH A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT, BECOMES A MUSICIAN; OR WITH GEOMETRY A GEOMETRICIAN, OR WITH ANY OTHER ART, WITH A SIMILAR RESULT. AND THE ESSENCES OF THE PRINCIPLES, THE SETHIANS SAY, ARE LIGHT AND DARKNESS. AND IN THE MIDST OF THESE IS PURE SPIRIT; AND THE SPIRIT, THEY SAY, IS THAT WHICH IS PLACED INTERMEDIATE BETWEEN DARKNESS, WHICH IS BELOW, AND LIGHT, WHICH IS ABOVE. IT IS NOT SPIRIT, AS A CURRENT OF WIND OR A CERTAIN GENTLE BREEZE WHICH MAY BE FELT, BUT JUST AS IF SOME FRAGRANCE OF OINTMENT OR INCENSE MADE OUT OF A REFINED MIXTURE, A POWER DIFFUSING ITSELF BY SOME IMPULSE OF FRAGRANCE WHICH IS INCONCEIVABLE AND SUPERIOR TO WHAT ONE CAN EXPRESS. SINCE, THEREFORE, THE LIGHT IS ABOVE AND THE DARKNESS BELOW, AND THE SPIRIT IS INTERMEDIATE BETWEEN THESE, THE LIGHT, ALSO, AS A RAY OF SUN, SHINES FROM ABOVE ON THE UNDERLYING DARKNESS. AND THE FRAGRANCE OF THE SPIRIT IS WAFTED ONWARDS, OCCUPYING AN INTERMEDIATE POSITION, AND PROCEEDS FORTH, JUST AS IS DIFFUSED THE ODOR OF INCENSE-OFFERINGS (LAID) UPON THE FIRE. NOW THE POWER OF THE THINGS DIVIDED THREEFOLD BEING OF THIS DESCRIPTION, THE POWER SIMULTANEOUSLY OF THE SPIRIT AND OF THE LIGHT IS BELOW, IN THE DARKNESS THAT IS SITUATED BENEATH. THE DARKNESS, HOWEVER, THEY SAY, IS A HORRIBLE WATER, INTO WHICH THE LIGHT ALONG WITH THE SPIRIT IS ABSORBED, AND THUS TRANSLATED INTO A NATURE OF THIS DESCRIPTION. THE DARKNESS BEING THEN ENDUED WITH INTELLIGENCE, AND KNOWING THAT WHEN THE LIGHT HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM IT THE DARKNESS CONTINUES DESOLATE, DEVOID OF RADIANCE AND SPLENDOR, POWER AND EFFICIENCY, AS WELL AS IMPOTENT, (THEREFORE,) BY EVERY EFFORT OF REFLECTION AND OF REASON, THIS MAKES AN EXERTION TO COMPRISE IN ITSELF BRILLIANCY, AND A SCINTILLATION OF LIGHT, ALONG WITH THE FRAGRANCE OF THE SPIRIT. AND OF THIS THEY INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING IMAGE, EXPRESSING THEMSELVES THUS: JUST AS THE PUPIL OF THE EYE APPEARS DARK BENEATH THE UNDERLYING HUMORS, BUT IS ILLUMINATED BY THE SPIRIT, SO THE DARKNESS EARNESTLY STRIVES AFTER THE SPIRIT, AND HAS WITH ITSELF ALL THE POWERS WHICH WISH TO RETIRE AND RETURN. NOW THESE ARE INDEFINITELY INFINITE, FROM WHICH, WHEN COMMINGLED, ALL THINGS ARE FIGURED AND GENERATED LIKE SEALS. FOR JUST AS A SEAL, WHEN BROUGHT INTO CONTACT WITH WAX, PRODUCES A FIGURE, (AND YET THE SEAL) ITSELF REMAINS OF ITSELF WHAT IT WAS, SO ALSO THE POWERS, BY COMING INTO COMMUNION (ONE WITH THE OTHER), FORM ALL THE INFINITE KINDS OF ANIMALS. THE SETHIANS ASSERT THAT, THEREFORE, FROM THE PRIMARY CONCOURSE OF THE THREE PRINCIPLES WAS GENERATED AN IMAGE OF THE GREAT SEAL, NAMELY HEAVEN AND EARTH, HAVING A FORM LIKE A WOMB, POSSESSING A NAVEL IN THE MIDST. AND SO THAT THE REST OF THE FIGURES OF ALL THINGS WERE, LIKE HEAVEN AND EARTH, FASHIONED SIMILAR TO A WOMB. AND THE SETHIANS SAY THAT FROM THE WATER WAS PRODUCED A FIRST-BEGOTTEN PRINCIPLE, NAMELY A VEHEMENT AND BOISTEROUS WIND, AND THAT IT IS A CAUSE OF ALL GENERATION, WHICH CREATES A SORT OF HEAT AND MOTION IN THE WORLD FROM THE MOTION OF THE WATERS. AND THEY MAINTAIN THAT THIS WIND IS FASHIONED LIKE THE HISSING OF A SERPENT INTO A PERFECT IMAGE. AND ON THIS THE WORLD GAZES AND HURRIES INTO GENERATION, BEING INFLAMED AS A WOMB; AND FROM THENCE THEY ARE DISPOSED TO THINK THAT THE GENERATION OF THE UNIVERSE HAS ARISEN. AND THEY SAY THAT THIS WIND CONSTITUTES A SPIRIT, AND THAT A PERFECT GOD HAS ARISEN FROM THE FRAGRANCE OF THE WATERS, AND THAT OF THE SPIRIT, AND FROM THE BRILLIANT LIGHT. AND THEY AFFIRM THAT MIND EXISTS AFTER THE MODE OF GENERATION FROM A FEMALE-- (MEANING BY MIND) THE SUPERNAL SPARK--AND THAT, HAVING BEEN MINGLED BENEATH WITH THE COMPOUNDS OF BODY, IT EARNESTLY DESIRES TO FLEE AWAY, THAT ESCAPING IT MAY DEPART AND NOT FIND DISSOLUTION ON ACCOUNT OF THE DEFICIENCY IN THE WATERS. WHEREFORE IT IS IN THE HABIT OF CRYING ALOUD FROM THE MIXTURE OF THE WATERS, ACCORDING TO THE PSALMIST, AS THEY SAY, "FOR THE ENTIRE ANXIETY OF THE LIGHT ABOVE IS, THAT IT MAY DELIVER THE SPARK WHICH IS BELOW FROM THE FATHER BENEATH," THAT IS, FROM WIND. AND THE FATHER CREATES HEAT AND DISTURBANCE, AND PRODUCES FOR HIMSELF A SON, NAMELY MIND, WHICH, AS THEY ALLEGE, IS NOT THE PECULIAR OFFSPRING OF HIMSELF. AND THESE HERETICS AFFIRM THAT THE SON, ON BEHOLDING THE PERFECT LOGOS OF THE SUPERNAL LIGHT, UNDERWENT A TRANSFORMATION, AND IN THE SHAPE OF A SERPENT ENTERED INTO A WOMB, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO RECOVER THAT MIND WHICH IS THE SCINTILLATION FROM THE LIGHT. AND THAT THIS IS WHAT HAS BEEN DECLARED, "WHO, BEING IN THE FORM OF GOD, THOUGHT IT NOT ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL WITH GOD; BUT MADE HIMSELF OF NO REPUTATION, AND TOOK UPON HIM THE FORM OF A SERVANT." AND THE WRETCHED AND BANEFUL SETHIANS ARE DISPOSED TO THINK THAT THIS CONSTITUTES THE SERVILE FORM ALLUDED TO BY THE APOSTLE. THESE, THEN, L ARE THE ASSERTIONS WHICH LIKEWISE THESE SETHIANS ADVANCE. 
CHAP. VIII.--SIMON MAGUS. 
BUT THAT VERY SAPIENT FELLOW SIMON MAKES HIS STATEMENT THUS, THAT THERE IS AN INDEFINITE POWER, AND THAT THIS IS THE ROOT OF THE UNIVERSE. AND THIS INDEFINITE POWER, HE SAYS, WHICH IS FIRE, IS IN ITSELF NOT ANYTHING WHICH IS SIMPLE, AS THE GROSS BULK OF SPECULATORS MAINTAIN, WHEN THEY ASSERT THAT THERE ARE FOUR IN-COMPOSITE ELEMENTS, AND HAVE SUPPOSED FIRE, AS ONE OF THESE, TO BE UNCOMPOUNDED. SIMON, ON THE OTHER HAND, ALLEGES THAT THE NATURE OF FIRE IS TWOFOLD; AND ONE PORTION OF THIS TWOFOLD (NATURE) HE CALLS A SOMETHING SECRET, AND ANOTHER (A SOMETHING) MANIFEST. AND HE ASSERTS THAT THE SECRET IS CONCEALED IN THE MANIFEST PARTS OF THE FIRE, AND THAT THE MANIFEST PARTS OF THE FIRE HAVE BEEN PRODUCED FROM THE SECRET. AND HE SAYS THAT ALL THE PARTS OF THE FIRE, VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, HAVE BEEN SUPPOSED TO BE IN POSSESSION OF A CAPACITY OF PERCEPTION. THE WORLD, THEREFORE, HE SAYS, THAT IS BEGOTTEN, HAS BEEN PRODUCED FROM THE UNBEGOTTEN FIRE. AND IT COMMENCED, HE SAYS, TO EXIST THUS: THE UNBEGOTTEN ONE TOOK SIX PRIMAL ROOTS OF THE PRINCIPLE OF GENERATION FROM THE PRINCIPLE OF THAT FIRE. FOR HE MAINTAINS THAT THESE ROOTS HAVE BEEN GENERATED IN PAIRS FROM THE FIRE; AND THESE HE DENOMINATES MIND AND INTELLIGENCE, VOICE AND NAME, RATIOCINATION AND REFLECTION. ANTI HE ASSERTS THAT IN THE SIX ROOTS, AT THE SAME TIME, RESIDES THE INDEFINITE POWER, WHICH HE AFFIRMS TO BE HIM THAT STOOD, STANDS, AND WILL STAND. AND WHEN THIS ONE HAS BEEN FORMED INTO A FIGURE, HE WILL, ACCORDING TO THIS HERETIC, EXIST IN THE SIX POWERS SUBSTANTIALLY AND POTENTIALLY. AND HE WILL BE IN MAGNITUDE AND PERFECTION ONE AND THE SAME WITH THAT UNBEGOTTEN AND INDEFINITE POWER, POSSESSING NO ATTRIBUTE IN ANY RESPECT MORE DEFICIENT THAN THAT UNBEGOTTEN, AND UNALTERABLE, AND INDEFINITE POWER. IF, HOWEVER, HE WHO STOOD, STANDS, AND WILL STAND, CONTINUES TO EXIST ONLY POTENTIALLY IN THE SIX POWERS, AND HAS NOT ASSUMED ANY DEFINITE FIGURE, HE BECOMES, SAYS SIMON, UTTERLY EVANESCENT, AND PERISHES. AND THIS TAKES PLACE IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE GRAMMATICAL OR GEOMETRICAL CAPACITY, WHICH, THOUGH IT HAS BEEN IMPLANTED IN MAN'S SOUL, SUFFERS EXTINCTION WHEN IT DOES NOT OBTAIN (THE ASSISTANCE OF) A MASTER OF EITHER OF THESE ARTS, WHO WOULD INDOCTRINATE THAT SOUL INTO ITS PRINCIPLES. NOW SIMON AFFIRMS THAT HE HIMSELF IS HE WHO STOOD, STANDS, AND WILL STAND, AND THAT HE IS A POWER THAT IS ABOVE ALL THINGS. SO FAR, THEN, FOR THE OPINIONS OF SIMON LIKEWISE. 
CHAP. IX.--VALENTINUS. 
VALENTINUS, HOWEVER, AND THE ADHERENTS OF THIS SCHOOL, THOUGH THEY AGREE IN ASSERTING THAT THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSE IS THE FATHER, STILL THEY ARE IMPELLED INTO THE ADOPTION OF A CONTRARY OPINION RESPECTING HIM. FOR SOME OF THEM MAINTAIN THAT (THE FATHER) IS SOLITARY AND GENERATIVE; WHEREAS OTHERS HOLD THE IMPOSSIBILITY, (IN HIS AS IN OTHER CASES,) OF PROCREATION WITHOUT A FEMALE. THEY THEREFORE ADD SIGE AS THE SPOUSE OF THIS FATHER, AND STYLE THE FATHER HIMSELF BYTHUS. FROM THIS FATHER AND HIS SPOUSE SOME ALLEGE THAT THERE HAVE BEEN SIX PROJECTIONS, VIZ., NOUS AND ALETHEIA, LOGOS AND ZOE, ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA, AND THAT THIS CONSTITUTES THE PROCREATIVE OGDOAD. AND THE VALENTINIANS MAINTAIN THAT THOSE ARE THE FIRST PROJECTIONS WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE WITHIN THE LIMIT, AND HAVE BEEN AGAIN DENOMINATED "THOSE WITHIN THE PLEROMA;" AND THE SECOND ARE "THOSE WITHOUT THE PLEROMA"; AND THE THIRD, "THOSE WITHOUT THE LIMIT." NOW THE GENERATION OF THESE CONSTITUTES THE HYSTEREMA ACAMOTH. AND HE ASSERTS THAT WHAT HAS BEEN GENERATED FROM AN AEON, THAT EXISTS IN THE HYSTEREMA AND HAS BEEN PROJECTED (BEYOND THE LIMIT), IS THE CREATOR. BUT VALENTINUS IS NOT DISPOSED TO AFFIRM WHAT IS THUS GENERATED TO BE PRIMAL DEITY, BUT SPEAKS IN DETRACTIVE TERMS BOTH OF HIM AND THE THINGS MADE BY HIM. AND (HE ASSERTS) THAT CHRIST CAME DOWN FROM WITHIN THE PLEROMA FOR THE SALVATION OF THE SPIRIT WHO HAD ERRED. THIS SPIRIT, (ACCORDING TO THE VALENTINIANS,) RESIDES IN OUR INNER MAN; AND THEY SAY THAT THIS INNER MAN OBTAINS SALVATION ON ACCOUNT OF THIS INDWELLING SPIRIT. VALENTINUS, HOWEVER, (TO UPHOLD THE DOCTRINE,) DETERMINES THAT THE FLESH IS NOT SAVED, AND STYLES IT "A LEATHERN TUNIC," AND THE PERISHABLE PORTION OF MAN. I HAVE (ALREADY) DECLARED THESE TENETS IN THE WAY OF AN EPITOME, INASMUCH AS IN THEIR SYSTEMS THERE EXISTS ENLARGED MATTER FOR DISCUSSION, AND A VARIETY OF OPINIONS. IN THIS MANNER, THEN, IT SEEMS PROPER ALSO TO THE SCHOOL OF VALENTINUS TO PROPOUND THEIR OPINIONS. 
CHAP. X.--BASILIDES. 
BUT BASILIDES ALSO HIMSELF AFFIRMS THAT THERE IS A NON-EXISTENT GOD, WHO, BEING NON-EXISTENT, HAS MADE THE NON-EXISTENT WORLD, THAT HAS BEEN FORMED OUT OF THINGS THAT ARE NOT, BY CASTING DOWN A CERTAIN SEED, AS IT WERE A GRAIN OF MUSTARD-SEED, HAVING IN ITSELF STEM, LEAVES, BRANCHES, AND FRUIT. OR THIS SEED IS AS A PEACOCK'S EGG, COMPRISING IN ITSELF THE VARIED MULTITUDE OF COLORS. AND THIS, SAY THE BASILIDIANS, CONSTITUTES THE SEED OF THE WORLD, FROM WHICH ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN PRODUCED. FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT IT COMPRISES IN ITSELF ALL THINGS, AS IT WERE THOSE THAT AS YET ARE NON-EXISTENT, AND WHICH IT HAS BEEN PREDETERMINED TO BE BROUGHT INTO EXISTENCE BY THE NON-EXISTENT DEITY. THERE WAS, THEN, HE SAYS, IN THE SEED ITSELF A THREEFOLD SONSHIP, IN ALL RESPECTS OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE WITH THE NONEXISTENT GOD, WHICH HAS BEEN BEGOTTEN FROM THINGS THAT ARE NOT. AND OF THIS SONSHIP, DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS, ONE PORTION OF IT WAS REFINED, AND ANOTHER GROSS, AND ANOTHER REQUIRING PURIFICATION. THE REFINED PORTION, WHEN FIRST THE EARLIEST PUTTING DOWN OF THE SEED WAS ACCOMPLISHED BY THE NON-EXISTENT GOD, IMMEDIATELY BURST FORTH, AND ASCENDED UPWARDS, AND PROCEEDED TOWARDS THE NON-EXISTENT DEITY. FOR EVERY NATURE YEARNS AFTER THAT GOD ON ACCOUNT OF THE EXCESS OF HIS BEAUTY, BUT DIFFERENT (CREATURES DESIRE HIM) FROM DIFFERENT CAUSES. THE MORE GROSS PORTION, HOWEVER, STILL CONTINUES IN THE SEED; AND INASMUCH AS IT IS A CERTAIN IMITATIVE NATURE, IT WAS NOT ABLE TO SOAR UPWARDS, FOR IT WAS MORE GROSS THAN THE SUBTLE PART. THE MARE GROSS PORTION, HOWEVER, EQUIPPED ITSELF WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS IT WERE WITH WINGS; FOR THE SONSHIP, THUS ARRAYED, SHOWS KINDNESS TO THIS SPIRIT, AND IN TURN RECEIVES KINDNESS. THE THIRD SONSHIP, HOWEVER, REQUIRES PURIFICATION, AND THEREFORE THIS CONTINUED IN THE CONGLOMERATION OF ALL GERMS, AND THESE DISPLAYS AND RECEIVES KINDNESS. AND (BASILIDES ASSERTS) THAT THERE IS SOMETHING WHICH IS CALLED "WORLD," AND SOMETHING ELSE (WHICH IS CALLED) SUPRA-MUNDANE; FOR ENTITIES ARE DISTRIBUTED BY HIM INTO TWO PRIMARY DIVISIONS. AND WHAT IS INTERMEDIATE BETWEEN THESE HE CALLS "CONTERMINOUS HOLY SPIRIT," AND (THIS SPIRIT) HAS IN ITSELF THE FRAGRANCE OF THE SONSHIP. FROM THE CONGLOMERATION OF ALL GERMS OF THE COSMICAL SEED BURNT FORTH AND WAS BEGOTTEN THE GREAT ARCHON, THE HEAD OF THE WORLD, AN AEON OF INEXPRESSIBLE BEAUTY AND SIZE. THIS (ARCHON) HAVING RAISED HIMSELF AS FAR AS THE FIRMAMENT, SUPPOSED THAT THERE WAS NOT ANOTHER ABOVE HIMSELF. AND ACCORDINGLY, HE BECAME MORE BRILLIANT AND POWERFUL THAN ALL THE UNDERLYING AEONS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE SONSHIP THAT HAD BEEN LEFT BENEATH, BUT WHICH HE WAS NOT AWARE WAS MORE WISE THAN HIMSELF. THIS ONE HAVING HIS ATTENTION TURNED TO THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, FIRST BEGAT A SON UNTO HIMSELF, SUPERIOR TO HIMSELF; AND THIS SON HE CAUSED TO SIT ON HIS OWN RIGHT HAND, AND THIS THESE BASILIDIANS ALLEGE IS THE OGDOAD. THE GREAT ARCHON HIMSELF, THEN, PRODUCES THE ENTIRE CELESTIAL CREATION. AND OTHER ARCHON ASCENDED FROM (THE CONGLOMERATION OF) ALL THE GERMS, WHO WAS GREATER THAN ALL THE UNDERLYING AEON, EXCEPT THE SONSHIP THAT HAD BEEN LEFT BEHIND, YET FAR INFERIOR TO THE FORMER ONE. AND THEY STYLE THIS SECOND ARCHON A HEBDOMAD. HE IS MAKER, AND CREATOR, AND CONTROLLER OF ALL THINGS THAT ARE BENEATH HIM, AND THIS ARCHON PRODUCED FOR HIMSELF A SON MORE PRUDENT AND WISER THAN HIMSELF. NOW THEY ASSERT THAT ALL THESE THINGS EXIST ACCORDING TO THE PREDETERMINATION OF THAT NON-EXISTENT GOD, AND THAT THERE EXIST ALSO WORLDS AND INTERVALS THAT ARE INFINITE. AND THE BASILIDIANS AFFIRM THAT UPON JESUS, WHO WAS BORN OF MARY, CAME THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL, WHICH DESCENDED AND ILLUMINATED THE SON BOTH OF THE OGDOAD AND OF THE HEBDOMAD. AND THIS TANK PLACE FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENLIGHTENING AND DISTINGUISHING FROM THE DIFFERENT ORDERS OF BEINGS, AND PURIFYING THE SONSHIP THAT HAD BEEN LEFT BEHIND FOR CONFERRING BENEFITS ON SOULS, AND THE RECEIVING BENEFITS IN TURN. AND THEY SAY THAT THEMSELVES ARE SONS, WHO ARE IN THE WORLD FOR THIS CAUSE, THAT BY TEACHING THEY MAY PURIFY SOULS, AND ALONG WITH THE SONSHIP MAY ASCEND TO THE FATHER ABOVE, FROM WHOM PROCEEDED THE FIRST SONSHIP. AND THEY ALLEGE THAT THE WORLD ENDURES UNTIL THE PERIOD WHEN ALL SOULS MAY HAVE REPAIRED THITHER ALONG WITH THE SONSHIP. THESE, HOWEVER, ARE THE OPINIONS WHICH BASILIDES, WHO DETAILED THEM AS PRODIGIES, IS NOT ASHAMED TO ADVANCE. 
CHAP. XI.--JUSTINUS. 
BUT JUSTINUS ALSO HIMSELF ATTEMPTED TO ESTABLISH SIMILAR OPINIONS WITH THESE, AND EXPRESSES HIMSELF THUS: THAT THERE ARE THREE UNBEGOTTEN PRINCIPLES OF THE UNIVERSE, TWO MALES AND ONE FEMALE. AND OF THE MALES ONE PRINCIPLE IS DENOMINATED "GOODY NOW THIS ALONE IS CALLED AFTER THIS MODE, AND IS ENDUED WITH A FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THE UNIVERSE. AND THE OTHER IS FATHER OF ALL GENERATED ENTITIES, AND IS DEVOID OF FOREKNOWLEDGE, AND UNKNOWN, AND INVISIBLE, AND IS CALLED ELOHIM. THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE IS DEVOID OF FOREKNOWLEDGE, PASSIONATE, WITH TWO MINDS, AND WITH TWO BOOTIES, AS WE HAVE MINUTELY DETAILED IN THE PREVIOUS DISCOURSES CONCERNING THIS HERETIC'S SYSTEM. THIS FEMALE PRINCIPLE, IN HER UPPER PARTS, AS FAR AS THE GROIN, IS, THE JUSTINIANS SAY, A VIRGIN, WHEREAS FROM THE GROIN DOWNWARDS A SNAKE. AND SUCH IS DENOMINATED EDEM AND ISRAEL. THIS HERETIC ALLEGES THAT THESE ARE THE PRINCIPLES OF THE UNIVERSE, FROM WHICH ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN PRODUCED. AND HE ASSERTS THAT ELOHIM, WITHOUT FOREKNOWLEDGE, PASSED INTO INORDINATE DESIRE FOR THE HALF VIRGIN, AND THAT HAVING HAD INTERCOURSE WITH HER, HE BEGOT TWELVE ANGELS; AND THE NAMES OF THESE HE STATES TO BE THOSE ALREADY GIVEN. AND OF THESE THE PATERNAL ONES ARE CONNECTED WITH THE FATHER, AND THE MATERNAL WITH THE MOTHER. AND JUSTINUS MAINTAINS THAT THESE ARE (THE TREES OF PARADISE), CONCERNING WHICH MOSES HAS SPOKEN IN AN ALLEGORICAL SENSE THE THINGS WRITTEN IN THE LAW. AND JUSTINUS U AFFIRMS THAT ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY ELOHIM AND EDEM. AND (HE SAYS) THAT ANIMALS, WITH THE REST OF THE CREATURES OF THIS KIND, ARE FROM THE PART RESEMBLING A BEAST, WHEREAS MAN FROM THE PARTS ABOVE THE GROIN. AND EDEM (IS SUPPOSED BY JUSTINUS) TO HAVE DEPOSITED IN MAN HIMSELF THE SOUL, WHICH WAS HER OWN POWER, (BUT ELOHIM THE SPIRIT.) AND JUSTINUS ALLEGES THAT THIS ELOHIM, AFTER HAVING LEARNED HIS ORIGIN, ASCENDED TO THE GOOD BEING, AND DESERTED EDEM. AND THIS HERETIC, ASSERTS THAT EDEM, ENRAGED ON ACCOUNT OF SUCH (TREATMENT), CONCOCTED ALL THIS PLOT AGAINST THE SPIRIT OF ELOHIM WHICH HE DEPOSITED IN MAN. AND (JUSTINUS INFORMS US) THAT FOR THIS REASON THE FATHER SENT BARUCH, AND ISSUED DIRECTIONS TO THE PROPHETS, IN ORDER THAT THE SPIRIT OF ELOHIM MIGHT BE DELIVERED, AND THAT ALL MIGHT BE SEDUCED AWAY FROM EDEM. BUT (THIS HERETIC) ALLEGES THAT EVEN HERCULES WAS A PROPHET, AND THAT HE WAS WORSTED BY OMPHALE, THAT IS, BY BABEL; AND THE JUSTINIANS CALL THE LATTER VENUS. AND (THEY SAY) THAT AFTERWARDS, IN THE DAYS OF HEROD, JESUS WAS BORN SON OF MARY AND JOSEPH, TO WHOM HE ALLEGES BARUCH HAD SPOKEN. AND (JUSTINUS ASSERTS) THAT EDEM PLOTTED AGAINST THIS (JESUS), BUT COULD NOT DECEIVE HIM; AND FOR THIS REASON, THAT SHE CAUSED HIM TO BE CRUCIFIED. AND THE SPIRIT OF JESUS, (SAYS JUSTINUS,) ASCENDED TO THE GOOD BEING. AND (THE JUSTINIANS MAINTAIN) THAT THE SPIRITS OF ALL WHO THUS OBEY THOSE SILLY AND FUTILE DISCOURSES WILL BE SAVED, AND THAT THE BODY AND SOUL OF EDEM HAVE BEEN LEFT BEHIND. BUT THE FOOLISH JUSTINUS CALLS THIS (EDEM) EARTH. 
CHAP. XII.--THE DOCETAE. 
NOW THE DOCETAE ADVANCE ASSERTIONS OF THIS DESCRIPTION: THAT THE PRIMAL DEITY IS AS A SEED OF THE FIG-TREE; AND THAT FROM THIS PROCEEDED THREE AEONS AS THE STEM, AND THE LEAVES AND THE FRUIT; AND THAT THESE PROJECTED THIRTY AEONS, EACH (OF THEM) TEN; AND THAT THEY WERE ALL UNITED IN DECADES, BUT DIFFERED ONLY IN POSITIONS, AS SOME WERE BEFORE OTHERS. AND (THE DOCETAE ASSERT) THAT INFINITE AEONS WERE INDEFINITELY PROJECTED, AND THAT ALL THESE WERE HERMAPHRODITES. AND (THEY SAY) THAT THESE AEONS FORMED A DESIGN OF SIMULTANEOUSLY GOING TOGETHER INTO ONE AEON, AND THAT FROM THIS THE INTERMEDIATE AEON AND FROM THE VIRGIN MARY THEY BEGOT A SAVIOUR OF ALL. AND THIS REDEEMER WAS LIKE IN EVERY RESPECT TO THE FIRST SEED OF THE FIG-TREE, BUT INFERIOR IN THIS RESPECT, FROM THE FACT OF HIS HAVING BEEN BEGOTTEN; FOR THE SEED WHENCE, THE FIG-TREE SPRINGS IS UNBEGOTTEN. THIS, THEN, WAS THE GREAT LIGHT OF THE AEONS--IT WAS ENTIRELY RADIANCE--WHICH RECEIVES NO ADORNMENT, AND COMPRISES IN ITSELF THE FORMS OF ALL ANIMALS. AND THE DOCETAE MAINTAIN THAT THIS LIGHT, ON PROCEEDING INTO THE UNDERLYING CHAOS, AFFORDED A CAUSE (OF EXISTENCE) TO THE THINGS THAT WERE PRODUCED, AND THOSE ACTUALLY EXISTING, AND THAT ON COMING DOWN FROM ABOVE IT IMPRESSED ON CHAOS BENEATH THE FORMS OF EVERLASTING SPECIES. FOR THE THIRD AEON, WHICH HAD TRIPLED ITSELF, WHEN HE PERCEIVES THAT ALL HIS CHARACTERISTIC ATTRIBUTES WERE FORCIBLY DRAWN OFF INTO THE NETHER DARKNESS, AND NOT BEING IGNORANT BOTH OF THE TERROR OF DARKNESS AND THE SIMPLICITY OF LIGHT, PROCEEDED TO CREATE HEAVEN; AND AFTER HAVING RENDERED FIRM WHAT INTERVENED, HE SEPARATED THE DARKNESS FROM THE LIGHT. AS ALL THE SPECIES OF THE THIRD AEON WERE, HE SAYS, OVERCOME BY THE DARKNESS, THE FIGURE EVEN OF THIS AEON BECAME A LIVING FIRE, HAVING BEEN GENERATED BY LIGHT. AND FROM THIS (SOURCE), THEY ALLEGE, WAS GENERATED THE GREAT ARCHON, REGARDING WHOM MOSES CONVERSES, SAYING THAT HE IS A FIERY DEITY AND DEMIURGE, WHO ALSO CONTINUALLY ALTERS THE FORMS OF ALL (AEONS) INTO BODIES. AND THE (DOCETAE) ALLEGE THAT THESE ARE THE SOULS FOR WHOSE SAKE THE SAVIOUR WAS BEGOTTEN, AND THAT HE POINTS OUT THE WAY THROUGH WHICH THE SOULS WILL ESCAPE THAT ARE (NOW) OVERPOWERED (BY DARKNESS). AND (THE DOCETAE MAINTAIN) THAT JESUS ARRAYED HIMSELF IN THAT ONLY-BEGOTTEN POWER, AND THAT FOR THIS REASON HE COULD NOT BE SEEN BY ANY, ON ACCOUNT OF THE EXCESSIVE MAGNITUDE OF HIS GLORY. AND THEY SAY THAT ALL THE OCCURRENCES TOOK PLACE WITH HIM AS IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN IN THE GOSPELS. 
CHAP. XIII.--MONOIMUS. 
BUT THE FOLLOWERS OF MONOIMUS THE ARABIAN ASSERT THAT THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSE IS A PRIMAL MAN AND SON OF MAN; AND THAT, AS MOSES STATES, THE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN PRODUCED WERE PRODUCED NOT BY THE PRIMAL MAN, BUT BY THE SON OF THAT PRIMAL MAN, YET NOT BY THE ENTIRE SON, BUT BY PART OF HIM. AND (MONOIMUS ASSERTS) THAT THE SON OF MAN IS IOTA, WHICH STANDS FOR TEN, THE PRINCIPAL NUMBER IN WHICH IS (INHERENT) THE SUBSISTENCE OF ALL NUMBER (IN GENERAL, AND) THROUGH WHICH EVERY NUMBER (IN PARTICULAR) CONSISTS, AS WELL AS THE GENERATION OF THE UNIVERSE, FIRE, AIR, WATER, AND EARTH. BUT INASMUCH AS THIS IS ONE IOTA AND ONE TITTLE, AND WHAT IS PERFECT (EMANATES) FROM WHAT IS PERFECT, OR, IN OTHER WORDS, A TITTLE FLOWS DOWN FROM ABOVE, CONTAINING ALL THINGS IN ITSELF; (THEREFORE,) WHATSOEVER THINGS ALSO THE MAN POSSESSES, THE FATHER OF THE SON OF MAN POSSESSES LIKEWISE. MOSES, THEREFORE, SAYS THAT THE WORLD WAS MADE IN SIX DAYS, THAT IS, BY SIX POWERS, OUT OF WHICH THE WORLD WAS MADE BY THE ONE TITTLE. FOR CUBES, AND OCTAHEDRONS, AND PYRAMIDS, AND ALL FIGURES SIMILAR TO THESE, HAVING EQUAL SUPERFICIES, OUT OF WHICH CONSIST FIRE, AIR, WATER, AND EARTH, HAVE BEEN PRODUCED FROM NUMBERS COMPREHENDED IN THAT SIMPLE TITTLE OF THE IOTA, WHICH IS SON OF MAN. WHEN, THEREFORE, SAYS (MONOIMUS), MOSES MENTIONS THE ROD'S BEING BRANDISHED FOR THE PURPOSE OF BRINGING THE PLAGUES UPON EGYPT, HE ALLUDES ALLEGORICALLY TO THE (ALTERATIONS OF THE) WORLD OF IOTA; NOR DID HE FRAME MORE THAN TEN PLAGUES. IF, HOWEVER, SAYS HE, YOU WISH TO BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THE UNIVERSE, SEARCH WITHIN YOURSELF WHO IS IT THAT SAYS, "MY SOUL, MY FLESH, AND MY MIND," AND WHO IS IT THAT APPROPRIATES EACH ONE THING UNTO HIMSELF, AS ANOTHER (WOULD DO) FOR HIMSELF. UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS A PERFECT ONE ARISING FROM (ONE THAT IS) PERFECT, AND THAT HE CONSIDERS AS HIS OWN ALL SO-CALLED NONENTITIES AND ALL ENTITIES. THESE, THEN, ARE THE OPINIONS OF MONOIMUS ALSO. 
CHAP. XIV.--TATIAN. 
TATIAN, HOWEVER, SIMILARLY WITH VALENTINUS AND THE OTHERS, SAYS THAT THERE ARE CERTAIN INVISIBLE AEONS, AND THAT BY SOME ONE OF THESE THE WORLD BELOW HAS BEEN CREATED, AND THE THINGS EXISTING IN IT. AND HE HABITUATES HIMSELF TO A VERY CYNICAL MODE OF LIFE, AND ALMOST IN NOTHING DIFFERS FROM MARCION, AS APPERTAINING BOTH TO HIS SLANDERS, AND THE REGULATIONS ENACTED CONCERNING MARRIAGE. 
CHAP. XV.--MARCION AND CERDO. 
BUT MARCION, OF PONTUS, AND CERDON, HIS PRECEPTOR, THEMSELVES ALSO LAY DOWN THAT THERE ARE THREE PRINCIPLES OF THE UNIVERSE--GOOD, JUST, AND MATTER. SOME DISCIPLES, HOWEVER, OF THESE ADD A FOURTH, SAYING, GOOD, JUST, EVIL, AND MATTER. BUT THEY ALL AFFIRM THAT THE GOOD (BEING) HAS MADE NOTHING AT ALL, THOUGH SOME DENOMINATE THE JUST ONE LIKEWISE EVIL, WHEREAS OTHERS THAT HIS ONLY TITLE IS THAT OF JUST. AND THEY ALLEGE THAT (THE JUST BEING) MADE ALL THINGS OUT OF SUBJACENT MATTER, FOR THAT HE MADE THEM NOT WELL, BUT IRRATIONALLY. FOR IT IS REQUISITE THAT THE THINGS MADE SHOULD BE SIMILAR TO THE MAKER; WHEREFORE ALSO THEY THUS EMPLOY THE EVANGELICAL PARABLES, SAYING, "A GOOD TREE CANNOT BRING FORTH EVIL FRUIT," AND THE REST OF THE PASSAGE. NOW MARCION ALLEGES THAT THE CONCEPTIONS BADLY DEVISED BY THE (JUST ONE) HIMSELF CONSTITUTED THE ALLUSION IN THIS PASSAGE. AND (HE SAYS) THAT CHRIST IS THE SON OF THE GOOD BEING, AND WAS SENT FOR THE SALVATION OF SOULS BY HIM WHOM HE STYLES THE INNER THAN. AND HE ASSERTS THAT HE APPEARED AS A MAN THOUGH NOT BEING A MAN, AND AS INCARNATE THOUGH NOT BEING INCARNATE. AND HE MAINTAINS THAT HIS MANIFESTATION WAS ONLY PHANTASTIC, AND THAT HE UNDERWENT NEITHER GENERATION NOR PASSION EXCEPT IN APPEARANCE. AND HE WILL NOT ALLOW THAT FLESH RISES AGAIN; BUT IN AFFIRMING MARRIAGE TO BE DESTRUCTION, HE LEADS HIS DISCIPLES TOWARDS A VERY CYNICAL LIFE. AND BY THESE MEANS HE IMAGINES THAT HE ANNOYS THE CREATOR, IF HE SHOULD ABSTAIN FROM THE THINGS THAT ARE MADE OR APPOINTED BY HIM. 
CHAP. XVI.--APELLES. 
BUT APELLES, A DISCIPLE OF THIS HERETIC, WAS DISPLEASED AT THE STATEMENTS ADVANCED BY HIS PRECEPTOR, AS WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY DECLARED, AND BY ANOTHER THEORY SUPPOSED THAT THERE ARE FOUR GODS. AND THE FIRST OF THESE HE ALLEGES TO BE THE "GOOD BEING," WHOM THE PROPHETS DID NOT KNOW, AND CHRIST TO BE HIS SON. AND THE SECOND GOD, HE AFFIRMS TO BE THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE, AND HIM HE DOES NOT WISH TO BE A GOD. AND THE THIRD GOD, HE STATES TO BE THE FIERY ONE THAT WAS MANIFESTED; AND THE FOURTH TO BE AN EVIL ONE. AND APELLES CALLS THESE ANGELS; AND BY ADDING (TO THEIR NUMBER) CHRIST LIKEWISE, HE WILL ASSERT HIM TO BE A FIFTH GOD. BUT THIS HERETIC IS IN THE HABIT OF DEVOTING HIS ATTENTION TO A BOOK WHICH HE CALLS "REVELATIONS" OF A CERTAIN PHILUMENE, WHOM HE CONSIDERS A PROPHETESS. AND HE AFFIRMS THAT CHRIST DID NOT RECEIVE HIS FLESH FROM THE VIRGIN, BUT FROM THE ADJACENT SUBSTANCE OF THE WORLD. IN THIS MANNER HE COMPOSED HIS TREATISES AGAINST THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND ATTEMPTS TO ABOLISH THEM AS IF THEY HAD SPOKEN FALSEHOODS, AND HAD NOT KNOWN GOD. AND APELLES, SIMILARLY WITH MARCION, AFFIRMS THAT THE DIFFERENT SORTS OF FLESH ARE DESTROYED. 
CHAP. XVII.--CERINTHUS. 
CERINTHUS, HOWEVER, HIMSELF HAVING BEEN TRAINED IN EGYPT, DETERMINED THAT THE WORLD WAS NOT MADE BY THE FIRST GOD, BUT BY A CERTAIN ANGELIC POWER. AND THIS POWER WAS FAR SEPARATED AND DISTANT FROM THAT SOVEREIGNTY WHICH IS ABOVE THE ENTIRE CIRCLE OF EXISTENCE, AND IT KNOWS NOT THE GOD (THAT IS) ABOVE ALL THINGS. AND HE SAYS THAT JESUS WAS NOT BORN OF A VIRGIN, BUT THAT HE SPRANG FROM JOSEPH AND MARY AS THEIR SON, SIMILAR TO THE REST OF MEN; AND THAT HE EXCELLED IN JUSTICE, AND PRUDENCE, AND UNDERSTANDING ABOVE ALL THE REST OF MANKIND. AND CERINTHUS MAINTAINS THAT, AFTER JESUS' BAPTISM, CHRIST CAME DOWN IN THE FORM OF A DOVE UPON HIM FROM THE SOVEREIGNTY THAT IS ABOVE THE WHOLE CIRCLE OF EXISTENCE, AND THAT THEN HE PROCEEDED TO PREACH THE UNKNOWN FATHER, AND TO WORK MIRACLES. AND HE ASSERTS THAT, AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE PASSION, CHRIST FLEW AWAY FROM JESUS, BUT THAT JESUS SUFFERED, AND THAT CHRIST REMAINED INCAPABLE OF SUFFERING, BEING A SPIRIT OF THE LORD. 
CHAP. XVIII.--THE EBIONAEANS. 
BUT THE EBIONAEANS ASSERT THAT THE WORLD IS MADE BY THE TRUE GOD, AND THEY SPEAK OF CHRIST IN A SIMILAR MANNER WITH CERINTHUS. THEY LIVE, HOWEVER, IN ALL RESPECTS ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MOSES, ALLEGING THAT THEY ARE THUS JUSTIFIED. 
CHAP. XIX.--THEODOTUS. 
BUT THEODOTUS OF BYZANTIUM INTRODUCED A HERESY OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION, ALLEGING THAT ALL THINGS WERE CREATED BY THE TRUE GOD; WHEREAS THAT CHRIST, HE STATES, IN A MANNER SIMILAR TO THAT ADVOCATED BY THE GNOSTICS ALREADY MENTIONED, MADE HIS APPEARANCE ACCORDING TO SOME MODE OF THIS DESCRIPTION. AND THEODOTUS AFFIRMS THAT CHRIST IS A MAN OF A KINDRED NATURE WITH ALL MEN, BUT THAT HE SURPASSES THEM IN THIS RESPECT, THAT, ACCORDING TO THE COUNSEL OF GOD, HE HAD BEEN BORN OF A VIRGIN, AND THE HOLY GHOST HAD OVERSHADOWED HIS MOTHER. THIS HERETIC, HOWEVER, MAINTAINED THAT JESUS HAD NOT ASSUMED FLESH IN THE WOMB OF THE VIRGIN, BUT THAT AFTERWARDS CHRIST DESCENDED UPON JESUS AT HIS BAPTISM IN FORM OF A DOVE. AND FROM THIS CIRCUMSTANCE, THE LOWERS OF THEODOTUS AFFIRM THAT AT FIRST MIRACULOUS POWERS DID NOT ACQUIRE OPERATING ENERGY IN SAVIOUR HIMSELF. THEODOTUS, HOWEVER, DETERMINES TO DENY THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. NOW, OPINIONS OF THIS DESCRIPTION WERE ADVANED BY THEODOTUS. 
CHAP. XX.--MELCHISEDECIANS. 
AND OTHERS ALSO MAKE ALL THEIR ASSERTIONS SIMILARLY WITH THOSE WHICH HAVE BEEN ALREADY SPECIFIED, INTRODUCING ONE ONLY ALTERATION, VIZ., IN RESPECT OF REGARDING MELCHIZEDEKIAN AS A CERTAIN POWER. BUT THEY ALLEGE THAT MELCHIZEDEKIAN HIMSELF IS SUPERIOR TO ALL POWERS; AND ACCORDING TO HIS IMAGE, THEY ARE DESIROUS OF MAINTAINING THAT CHRIST LIKEWISE IS GENERATED. 
CHAP. XXI.--THE PHRYGIANS OR MONTANISTS. 
THE PHRYGIANS, HOWEVER, DERIVE THE PRINCIPLES OF THEIR HERESY FROM A CERTAIN MONTANUS, AND PRISCILLA, AND MAXIMILLA, AND REGARD THESE WRETCHED WOMEN AS PROPHETESSES, AND MONTANUS AS A PROPHET. IN RESPECT, HOWEVER, OF WHAT APPERTAINS TO THE ORIGIN AND CREATION OF THE UNIVERSE, THE PHRYGIANS ARE SUPPOSED TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES CORRECTLY; WHILE IN THE TENETS WHICH THEY ENUNCIATE RESPECTING CHRIST, THEY HAVE NOT IRRELEVANTLY FORMED THEIR OPINIONS. BUT THEY ARE SEDUCED INTO ERROR IN COMMON WITH THE HERETICS PREVIOUSLY ALLUDED TO, AND DEVOTE THEIR ATTENTION TO THE DISCOURSES OF THESE ABOVE THE GOSPELS, THUS LAYING DOWN REGULATIONS CONCERNING NOVEL AND STRANGE FASTS. 
CHAP. XXII.--THE PHRYGIANS OR MONTANISTS CONTINUED. 
BUT OTHERS OF THEM, BEING ATTACHED TO THE HERESY OF THE NOETIANS, ENTERTAIN SIMILAR OPIN IONS TO THOSE RELATING TO THE SILLY WOMEN OF THE PHRYGIANS, AND TO MONTANUS. AS REGARDS, HOWEVER, THE TRUTHS APPERTAINING TO THE FATHER OF THE ENTIRE OF EXISTING THINGS, THEY ARE GUILTY OF BLASPHEMY, BECAUSE THEY ASSERT THAT HE IS SON AND FATHER, VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, BEGOTTEN AND UNBEGOTTEN, MORTAL AND IMMORTAL. THESE HAVE TAKEN OCCASION FROM A CERTAIN NOETUS TO PUT FORWARD THEIR HERESY. 
CHAP. XXIII.--NOETUS AND CALLISTUS. 
BUT IN LIKE MANNER, ALSO, NOETUS, BEING BY BIRTH A NATIVE OF SMYRNA, AND A FELLOW ADDICTED TO RECKLESS BABBLING, AS WELL AS CRAFTY WITHAL, INTRODUCED (AMONG US) THIS HERESY WHICH ORIGINATED FROM ONE EPIGONUS. IT REACHED ROME, AND WAS ADOPTED BY CLEOMENES, AND SO HAS CONTINUED TO THIS DAY AMONG HIS SUCCESSORS. NOETUS ASSERTS THAT THERE IS ONE FATHER AND GOD OF THE UNIVERSE, AND THAT HE MADE ALL THINGS, AND WAS IMPERCEPTIBLE TO THOSE THAT EXIST WHEN HE MIGHT SO DESIRE. NOETUS MAINTAINED THAT THE FATHER THEN APPEARED WHEN HE WISHED; AND HE IS INVISIBLE WHEN HE IS NOT SEEN, BUT VISIBLE WHEN HE IS SEEN. AND THIS HERETIC ALSO ALLEGES THAT THE FATHER IS UNBEGOTTEN WHEN HE IS NOT GENERATED, BUT BEGOTTEN WHEN HE IS BORN OF A VIRGIN; AS ALSO THAT HE IS NOT SUBJECT TO SUFFERING, AND IS IMMORTAL WHEN HE DOES NOT SUFFER OR DIE. WHEN, HOWEVER, HIS PASSION CAME UPON HIM, NOETUS ALLOWS THAT THE FATHER SUFFERS AND DIES. AND THE NOETIANS SUPPOSE THAT THIS FATHER HIMSELF IS CALLED SON, (AND VICE VERSA,) IN REFERENCE TO THE EVENTS WHICH AT THEIR OWN PROPER PERIODS HAPPEN TO THEM SEVERALLY. CALLISTUS CORROBORATED THE HERESY OF THESE NOETIANS, BUT WE HAVE ALREADY CAREFULLY EXPLAINED THE DETAILS OF HIS LIFE. AND CALLISTUS HIMSELF PRODUCED LIKEWISE A HERESY, AND DERIVED ITS STARTING-POINTS FROM THESE NOETIANS, NAMELY, SO FAR AS HE ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THERE IS ONE FATHER AND GOD, VIZ., THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE, AND THAT THIS (GOD) IS SPOKEN OF, AND CALLED BY THE NAME OF SON, YET THAT IN SUBSTANCE HE IS ONE SPIRIT. FOR SPIRIT, AS THE DEITY, IS, HE SAYS, NOT ANY BEING DIFFERENT FROM THE LOGOS, OR THE LOGOS FROM THE DEITY; THEREFORE, THIS ONE PERSON, (ACCORDING TO CALLISTUS,) IS DIVIDED NOMINALLY, BUT SUBSTANTIALLY NOT SO. HE SUPPOSES THIS ONE LOGOS TO BE GOD, AND AFFIRMS THAT THERE WAS IN THE EASE OF THE WORD AN INCARNATION. AND HE IS DISPOSED (TO MAINTAIN), THAT HE WHO WAS SEEN IN THE FLESH AND WAS CRUCIFIED IS SON, BUT THAT THE FATHER IT IS WHO DWELLS IN HIM. CALLISTUS THUS AT ONE TIME BRANCHES OFF INTO THE OPINION OF NOETUS, BUT AT ANOTHER INTO THAT OF THEODOTUS, AND HOLDS NO SURE DOCTRINE. THESE, THEN, ARE THE OPINIONS OF CALLISTUS. 
CHAP. XXIV.--HERMOGENES. 
BUT ONE HERMOGENES HIMSELF ALSO BEING DESIROUS OF SAYING SOMETHING, ASSERTED THAT GOD MADE ALL THINGS OUT OF MATTER COEVAL WITH HIMSELF, AND SUBJECT TO HIS DESIGN. FOR HERMOGENES HELD IT TO BE AN IMPOSSIBILITY THAT GOD SHOULD MAKE THE THINGS THAT WERE MADE, EXCEPT OUT OF EXISTENT THINGS. 
CHAP. XXV.--THE ELCHASAITES. 
BUT CERTAIN OTHERS, INTRODUCING AS IT WERE SOME NOVEL TENET, APPROPRIATED PARTS OF THEIR SYSTEM FROM ALL HERESIES, AND PROCURED A STRANGE VOLUME, WHICH BORE ON THE TITLE PAGE THE NAME OF ONE ELCHASAI. THESE, IN LIKE MANNER, ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE PRINCIPLES OF THE UNIVERSE WERE ORIGINATED BY THE DEITY. THEY DO NOT, HOWEVER, CONFESS THAT THERE IS BUT ONE CHRIST, BUT THAT THERE IS ONE THAT IS SUPERIOR TO THE REST, AND THAT HE IS TRANSFUSED INTO MANY BODIES FREQUENTLY, AND WAS NOW IN JESUS. AND, IN LIKE MANNER, THESE HERETICS MAINTAIN THAT AT ONE TIME CHRIST WAS BEGOTTEN OF GOD, AND AT ANOTHER TIME BECAME THE SPIRIT, AND AT ANOTHER TIME WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN, AND AT ANOTHER TIME NOT SO. AND THEY AFFIRM THAT LIKEWISE THIS JESUS AFTERWARDS WAS CONTINUALLY BEING TRANSFUSED INTO BODIES, AND WAS MANIFESTED IN MANY (DIFFERENT BODIES) AT DIFFERENT TIMES. AND THEY RESORT TO INCANTATIONS AND BAPTISMS IN THEIR CONFESSION OF ELEMENTS. AND THEY OCCUPY THEMSELVES WITH BUSTLING ACTIVITY IN REGARD OF ASTROLOGICAL AND MATHEMATICAL SCIENCE, AND OF THE ARTS OF SORCERY. BUT ALSO, THEY ALLEGE THEMSELVES TO HAVE POWERS OF PRESCIENCE. 
CHAP. XXVI.--JEWISH CHRONOLOGY. 
...FROM HARAN, A CITY OF MESOPOTAMIA, (ABRAHAM, BY THE COMMAND) OF GOD, TRANSFERS HIS RESIDENCE INTO THE COUNTRY WHICH IS NOW CALLED PALESTINE AND JUDEA, BUT THEN THE REGION OF CANAAN. NOW, CONCERNING THIS TERRITORY, WE HAVE IN PART, BUT STILL NOT NEGLIGENTLY, RENDERED AN ACCOUNT IN OTHER DISCOURSES. FROM THE CIRCUMSTANCE, THEN, (OF THIS MIGRATION) IS TRACEABLE THE BEGINNING OF AN INCREASE (OF POPULATION) IN 
JUDEA, WHICH OBTAINED ITS NAME FROM JUDAH, FOURTH SON OF JACOB, WHOSE NAME WAS ALSO CALLED ISRAEL, FROM THE FACT THAT A RACE OF KINGS WOULD BE DESCENDED FROM HIM. ABRAHAM REMOVES FROM MESOPOTAMIA (WHEN 75 YEARS OLD, AND) WHEN 100 YEARS OLD HE BEGAT ISAAC. BUT ISAAC, WHEN 60 YEARS OF AGE, BEGAT JACOB. AND JACOB, WHEN 86 YEARS OLD, BEGAT LEVI; AND LEVI, AT 40 YEARS OF AGE, BEGAT CAATH; AND CAATH WAS FOUR YEARS OF AGE WHEN HE WENT DOWN WITH JACOB INTO EGYPT. THEREFORE, THE ENTIRE PERIOD DURING WHICH ABRAHAM SOJOURNED, AND THE ENTIRE FAMILY DESCENDED FROM HIM BY ISAAC, IN THE COUNTRY THEN CALLED CANAANITIS, WAS 215 YEARS. BUT THE FATHER OF THIS ABRAHAM IS THARE, AND OF THIS THARE THE FATHER IS NACHOR, AND OF THIS NACHOR THE FATHER IS SERAG, AND OF THIS SERAG THE FATHER IS REU, AND OF THIS REU THE FATHER IS PELEG, AND OF THIS PELEG THE FATHER IS HEBER. AND SO, IT COMES TO PASS THAT THE JEWS ARE DENOMINATED BY THE NAME OF HEBREWS. IN THE TIME OF PHALEG, HOWEVER, AROSE THE DISPERSION OF NATIONS. NOW THESE NATIONS WERE 72, CORRESPONDING WITH THE NUMBER OF ABRAHAM'S CHILDREN. AND THE NAMES OF THESE NATIONS WE HAVE LIKEWISE SET DOWN IN OTHER BOOKS, NOT EVEN OMITTING THIS POINT IN ITS OWN PROPER PLACE. AND THE REASON OF OUR PARTICULARITY IS OUR DESIRE TO MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO ARE OF A STUDIOUS DISPOSITION THE LOVE WHICH WE CHERISH TOWARDS THE DIVINITY, AND THE INDUBITABLE KNOWLEDGE RESPECTING THE TRUTH, WHICH IN THE COURSE OF OUR LABOURS WE HAVE ACQUIRED POSSESSION OF. BUT OF THIS HEBER THE FATHER IS SALAH; AND OF THIS SALAH THE FATHER IS CAINAN; AND OF THIS CAINAN THE FATHER IS ARPHAXAD, WHOSE FATHER IS SHEM; AND OF THIS SHEM THE FATHER IS NOAH. AND IN NOAH'S TIME THERE OCCURRED A FLOOD THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE WORLD, WHICH NEITHER EGYPTIANS, NOR CHALDEANS, NOR GREEKS RECOLLECT; FOR THE INUNDATIONS WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THE AGE OF OGYGES AND DEUCALION PREVAILED ONLY IN THE LOCALITIES WHERE THESE DWELT. THERE ARE, THEN, IN THE CASE OF THESE (PATRIARCHS--THAT IS, FROM NOAH TO HEBER INCLUSIVE) 5 GENERATIONS, AND 495 YEARS. THIS NOAH, INASMUCH AS HE WAS A MOST RELIGIOUS AND GOD-LOVING MAN, ALONE, WITH WIFE AND CHILDREN, AND THE THREE WIVES OF THESE, ESCAPED THE FLOOD THAT ENSUED. AND HE OWED HIS PRESERVATION TO AN ARK; AND BOTH THE DIMENSIONS AND RELICS OF THIS ARK ARE, AS WE HAVE EXPLAINED, SHOWN TO THIS DAY IN THE MOUNTAINS CALLED ARARAT, WHICH ARE SITUATED IN THE DIRECTION OF THE COUNTRY OF THE ADIABENI. IT IS THEN POSSIBLE FOR THOSE WHO ARE DISPOSED TO INVESTIGATE THE SUBJECT INDUSTRIOUSLY, TO PERCEIVE HOW CLEARLY HAS BEEN DEMONSTRATED THE EXISTENCE OF A NATION OF WORSHIPPERS OF THE TRUE GOD, MORE ANCIENT THAN ALL THE CHALDEANS, EGYPTIANS, AND GREEKS. WHAT NECESSITY, HOWEVER, IS THERE AT PRESENT TO SPECIFY THOSE WHO, ANTERIOR TO NOAH, WERE BOTH DEVOUT MEN, AND PERMITTED TO HOLD CONVERSE WITH THE TRUE GOD, INASMUCH AS, SO FAR AS THE SUBJECT TAKEN IN HAND IS CONCERNED, THIS TESTIMONY IN REGARD OF THE ANTIQUITY OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD IS SUFFICIENT? 
CHAP. XXVII.--JEWISH CHRONOLOGY CONTINUED. 
BUT SINCE IT DOES NOT SEEM IRRATIONAL TO PROVE THAT THESE NATIONS THAT HAD THEIR ATTENTION ENGROSSED WITH THE SPECULATIONS OF PHILOSOPHY ARE OF MORE MODERN DATE THAN THOSE THAT HAD HABITUALLY WORSHIPPED THE TRUE GOD, IT IS REASONABLE THAT WE SHOULD STATE BOTH WHENCE THE FAMILY OF THESE LATTER ORIGINATED; AND THAT WHEN THEY TOOK UP THEIR ABODE IN THESE COUNTRIES, THEY DID NOT RECEIVE A NAME FROM THE ACTUAL LOCALITIES, BUT CLAIMED FOR THEMSELVES NAMES FROM THOSE WHO WERE PRIMARILY BORN, AND HAD INHABITED THESE. NOAH HAD THREE SONS--SHEM, HAM, AND JAPHETH. FROM THESE THE ENTIRE FAMILY OF MAN WAS MULTIPLIED, AND EVERY QUARTER OF THE EARTH OWES ITS INHABITANTS IN THE FIRST INSTANCE TO THESE. FOR THE WORD OF GOD TO THEM PREVAILED, WHEN THE LORD SAID, "BE FRUITFUL, AND MULTIPLY, AND REPLENISH THE EARTH." SO GREAT EFFICACY HAD THAT ONE WORD THAT FROM THE THREE SONS OF NOAH ARE BEGOTTEN IN THE FAMILY 72 CHILDREN, (VIZ.,) FROM SHEM, 25; FROM JAPHETH, 15; AND FROM HAM, 32. UNTO HAM, HOWEVER, THESE 32 CHILDREN ARE BORN IN ACCORDANCE WITH PREVIOUS DECLARATIONS. AND AMONG HAM'S CHILDREN ARE: CANAAN, FROM WHOM CAME THE CANAANITES; MIZRAIM, FROM WHOM THE EGYPTIANS; CUSH, FROM WHOM THE ETHIOPIANS; AND PHUT, FROM WHOM THE LIBYANS. THESE, ACCORDING TO THE LANGUAGE PREVALENT AMONG THEM, ARE UP TO THE PRESENT DAY STYLED BY THE APPELLATION OF THEIR ANCESTORS; NAY, EVEN IN THE GREEK TONGUE THEY ARE CALLED BY THE NAMES BY WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN NOW DENOMINATED. BUT EVEN SUPPOSING THAT NEITHER THESE LOCALITIES HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY INHABITED, NOR THAT IT COULD BE PROVED THAT A RACE OF MEN FROM THE BEGINNING EXISTED THERE, NEVERTHELESS THESE SONS OF NOAH, A WORSHIPPER OF GOD, ARE QUITE SUFFICIENT TO PROVE THE POINT AT ISSUE. FOR IT IS EVIDENT THAT NOAH HIMSELF MUST HAVE BEEN A DISCIPLE OF DEVOUT PEOPLE, FOR WHICH REASON HE ESCAPED THE TREMENDOUS, THOUGH TRANSIENT, THREAT OF WATER. HOW, THEN, SHOULD NOT THE WORSHIPPERS OF THE TRUE GOD BE OF GREATER ANTIQUITY THAN ALL CHALDEANS, EGYPTIANS, AND GREEKS, FOR WE MUST BEAR IN MIND THAT THE FATHER OF THESE GENTILES WAS BORN FROM THIS JAPHETH, AND RECEIVED THE NAME JAVAN, AND BECAME THE PROGENITOR OF GREEKS AND IONIANS? NOW, IF THE NATIONS THAT DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO QUESTIONS CONCERNING PHILOSOPHY ARE SHOWN TO BELONG TO A PERIOD ALTOGETHER MORE RECENT THAN THE RACE OF THE WORSHIPPERS OF GOD AS WELL AS THE TIME OF THE DELUGE, HOW WOULD NOT THE NATIONS OF THE BARBARIANS, AND AS MANY TRIBES AS IN THE WORLD ARE KNOWN AND UNKNOWN, APPEAR TO BELONG TO A MORE MODERN EPOCH THAN THESE? THEREFORE, YE GREEKS, EGYPTIANS, CHALDEANS, AND THE ENTIRE RACE OF MEN, BECOME ADEPTS IN THIS DOCTRINE, AND LEARN FROM US, WHO ARE THE FRIENDS OF GOD, WHAT THE NATURE OF GOD IS, AND WHAT HIS WELL-ARRANGED CREATION. AND WE HAVE CULTIVATED THIS SYSTEM, NOT EXPRESSING OURSELVES IN MERE POMPOUS LANGUAGE, BUT EXECUTING OUR TREATISES IN TERMS THAT PROVE OUR KNOWLEDGE OF TRUTH AND OUR PRACTICE OF GOOD SENSE, OUR OBJECT BEING THE DEMONSTRATION OF HIS TRUTH. 
CHAP. XXVIII.--THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRUTH. 
THE FIRST AND ONLY (ONE GOD), BOTH CREATOR AND LORD OF ALL, HAD NOTHING COEVAL WITH HIMSELF; NOT INFINITE CHAOS, NOR MEASURELESS WATER, NOR SOLID EARTH, NOR DENSE AIR, NOT WARM FIRE, NOR REFINED SPIRIT, NOR THE AZURE CANOPY OF THE STUPENDOUS FIRMAMENT. BUT HE WAS ONE, ALONE IN HIMSELF. BY AN EXERCISE OF HIS WILL HE CREATED THINGS THAT ARE, WHICH ANTECEDENTLY HAD NO EXISTENCE, EXCEPT THAT HE WILLED TO MAKE THEM. FOR HE IS FULLY ACQUAINTED WITH WHATEVER IS ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE, FOR FOREKNOWLEDGE ALSO IS PRESENT TO HIM. THE DIFFERENT PRINCIPLES, HOWEVER, OF WHAT WILL COME INTO EXISTENCE, HE FIRST FABRICATED, VIZ., FIRE AND SPIRIT, WATER AND EARTH, FROM WHICH DIVERSE ELEMENTS HE PROCEEDED TO FORM HIS OWN CREATION. AND SOME OBJECTS HE FORMED OF ONE ESSENCE, BUT OTHERS HE COMPOUNDED FROM TWO, AND OTHERS FROM THREE, AND OTHERS FROM FOUR. AND THOSE FORMED OF ONE SUBSTANCE WERE IMMORTAL, FOR IN THEIR CASE DISSOLUTION DOES NOT FOLLOW, FOR WHAT IS ONE WILL NEVER BE DISSOLVED. THOSE, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHICH ARE FORMED OUT OF TWO, OR THREE, OR FOUR SUBSTANCES, ARE DISSOLUBLE; WHEREFORE ALSO ARE THEY NAMED MORTAL. FOR THIS HAS BEEN DENOMINATED DEATH; NAMELY, THE DISSOLUTION OF SUBSTANCES CONNECTED. I NOW THEREFORE THINK THAT I HAVE SUFFICIENTLY ANSWERED THOSE ENDUED WITH A SOUND MIND, WHO, IF THEY ARE DESIROUS OF ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTION, AND ARE DISPOSED ACCURATELY TO INVESTIGATE THE SUBSTANCES OF THESE THINGS, AND THE CAUSES OF THE ENTIRE CREATION, WILL BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THESE POINTS SHOULD THEY PERUSE A WORK OF OURS COMPRISED (UNDER THE TITLE), CONCERNING THE SUBSTANCE OF THE UNIVERSE. I CONSIDER, HOWEVER, THAT AT PRESENT IT IS ENOUGH TO ELUCIDATE THOSE CAUSES OF WHICH THE GREEKS, NOT BEING AWARE, GLORIFIED, IN POMPOUS PHRASEOLOGY, THE PARTS OF CREATION, WHILE THEY REMAINED IGNORANT OF THE CREATOR. AND FROM THESE THE HERESIARCHS HAVE TAKEN OCCASION, AND HAVE TRANSFORMED THE STATEMENTS PREVIOUSLY MADE BY THOSE GREEKS INTO SIMILAR DOCTRINES, AND THUS HAVE FRAMED RIDICULOUS HERESIES. 
CHAP. XXIX.--THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRUTH CONTINUED. 
THEREFORE, THIS SOLITARY AND SUPREME DEITY, BY AN EXERCISE OF REFLECTION, BROUGHT FORTH THE LOGOS FIRST; NOT THE WORD IN THE SENSE OF BEING ARTICULATED BY VOICE, BUT AS A RATIOCINATION OF THE UNIVERSE, CONCEIVED AND RESIDING IN THE DIVINE MIND. HIM ALONE HE PRODUCED FROM EXISTING THINGS; FOR THE FATHER HIMSELF CONSTITUTED EXISTENCE, AND THE BEING BORN FROM HIM WAS THE CAUSE OF ALL THINGS THAT ARE PRODUCED. THE LOGOS WAS IN THE FATHER HIMSELF, BEARING THE WILL OF HIS PROGENITOR, AND NOT BEING UNACQUAINTED WITH THE MIND OF THE FATHER. FOR SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH HIS PROCESSION FROM HIS PROGENITOR, INASMUCH AS HE IS THIS PROGENITORS FIRST-BORN, HE HAS, AS A VOICE IN HIMSELF, THE IDEAS CONCEIVED IN THE FATHER. AND SO IT WAS, THAT WHEN THE FATHER ORDERED THE WORLD TO COME INTO EXISTENCE, THE LOGOS ONE BY ONE COMPLETED EACH OBJECT OF CREATION, THUS PLEASING GOD. AND SOME THINGS WHICH MULTIPLY BY GENERATION HE FORMED MALE AND FEMALE; BUT WHATSOEVER BEINGS WERE DESIGNED FOR SERVICE AND MINISTRATION HE MADE EITHER MALE, OR NOT REQUIRING FEMALES, OR NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE. FOR EVEN THE PRIMARY SUBSTANCES OF THESE, WHICH WERE FORMED OUT OF NONENTITIES, VIZ., FIRE AND SPIRIT, WATER AND EARTH, ARE NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE; NOR COULD MALE OR FEMALE PROCEED FROM ANY ONE OF THESE, WERE IT NOT THAT GOD, WHO IS THE SOURCE OF ALL AUTHORITY, WISHED THAT THE LOGOS MIGHT RENDER ASSISTANCE IN ACCOMPLISHING A PRODUCTION OF THIS KIND. I CONFESS THAT ANGELS ARE OF FIRE, AND I MAINTAIN THAT FEMALE SPIRITS ARE NOT PRESENT WITH THEM. AND I AM OF OPINION THAT SUN AND MOON AND STARS, IN LIKE MANNER, ARE PRODUCED FROM FIRE AND SPIRIT, AND ARE NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE. AND THE WILL OF THE CREATOR IS, THAT SWIMMING AND WINGED ANIMALS ARE FROM WATER, MALE AND FEMALE. FOR SO GOD, WHOSE WILL IT WAS, ORDERED THAT THERE SHOULD EXIST A MOIST SUBSTANCE, ENDUED WITH PRODUCTIVE POWER. AND IN LIKE MANNER GOD COMMANDED, THAT FROM EARTH SHOULD ARISE REPTILES AND BEASTS, AS WELL MALES AND FEMALES OF ALL SORTS OF ANIMALS; FOR SO THE NATURE OF THE THINGS PRODUCED ADMITTED. FOR AS MANY THINGS AS HE WILLED, GOD MADE FROM TIME TO TIME. THESE THINGS HE CREATED THROUGH THE LOGOS, IT NOT BEING POSSIBLE FOR THINGS TO BE GENERATED OTHERWISE THAN AS THEY WERE PRODUCED. BUT WHEN, ACCORDING AS HE WILLED, HE ALSO FORMED (OBJECTS), HE CALLED THEM BY NAMES, AND THUS NOTIFIED HIS CREATIVE EFFORT. AND MAKING THESE, HE FORMED THE RULER OF ALL, AND FASHIONED HIM OUT OF ALL COMPOSITE SUBSTANCES. THE CREATOR DID NOT WISH TO MAKE HIM A GOD, AND FAILED IN HIS AIM; NOR AN ANGEL, BE NOT DECEIVED, BUT A MAN. FOR IF HE HAD WILLED TO MAKE THEE A GOD, HE COULD HAVE DONE SO. THOU HAST THE EXAMPLE OF THE LOGOS. HIS WILL, HOWEVER, WAS, THAT YOU SHOULD BE A MAN, AND HE HAS MADE THEE A MAN. BUT IF THOU ART DESIROUS OF ALSO BECOMING A GOD, OBEY HIM THAT HAS CREATED THEE, AND RESIST NOT NOW, IN ORDER THAT, BEING FOUND FAITHFUL IN THAT WHICH IS SMALL, YOU MAY BE ENABLED TO HAVE ENTRUSTED TO YOU ALSO THAT WHICH IS GREAT. THE LOGOS ALONE OF THIS GOD IS FROM GOD HIMSELF; WHEREFORE ALSO THE LOGOS IS GOD, BEING THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD. NOW THE WORLD WAS MADE FROM NOTHING; WHEREFORE IT IS NOT GOD; AS ALSO BECAUSE THIS WORLD ADMITS OF DISSOLUTION WHENEVER THE CREATOR SO WISHES IT. BUT GOD, WHO CREATED IT, DID NOT, NOR DOES NOT, MAKE EVIL. HE MAKES WHAT IS GLORIOUS AND EXCELLENT; FOR HE WHO MAKES IT IS GOOD. NOW MAN, THAT WAS BROUGHT INTO EXISTENCE, WAS A CREATURE ENDUED WITH A CAPACITY OF SELF-DETERMINATION, YET NOT POSSESSING A SOVEREIGN INTELLECT, NOR HOLDING SWAY OVER ALL THINGS BY REFLECTION, AND AUTHORITY, AND POWER, BUT A SLAVE TO HIS PASSIONS, AND COMPRISING ALL SORTS OF CONTRARIETIES IN HIMSELF. BUT MAN, FROM THE FACT OF HIS POSSESSING A CAPACITY OF SELF-DETERMINATION, BRINGS FORTH WHAT IS EVIL, THAT IS, ACCIDENTALLY; WHICH EVIL IS NOT CONSUMMATED EXCEPT YOU ACTUALLY COMMIT SOME PIECE OF WICKEDNESS. FOR IT IS IN REGARD OF OUR DESIRING ANYTHING THAT IS WICKED, OR OUR MEDITATING UPON IT, THAT WHAT IS EVIL IS SO DENOMINATED. EVIL HAD NO EXISTENCE FROM THE BEGINNING, BUT CAME INTO BEING SUBSEQUENTLY. SINCE MAN HAS FREE WILL, A LAW HAS BEEN DEFINED FOR HIS GUIDANCE BY THE DEITY, NOT WITHOUT ANSWERING A GOOD PURPOSE. FOR IF MAN DID NOT POSSESS THE POWER TO WILL AND NOT TO WILL, WHY SHOULD A LAW BE ESTABLISHED? FOR A LAW WILL NOT BE LAID DOWN FOR AN ANIMAL DEVOID OF REASON, BUT A BRIDLE AND A WHIP; WHEREAS TO MAN HAS BEEN GIVEN A PRECEPT AND PENALTY TO PERFORM, OR FOR NOT CARRYING INTO EXECUTION WHAT HAS BEEN ENJOINED. FOR MAN THUS CONSTITUTED HAS A LAW BEEN ENACTED BY JUST MEN IN PRIMITIVE AGES. NEARER OUR OWN DAY WAS THERE ESTABLISHED A LAW, FULL OF GRAVITY AND JUSTICE, BY MOSES, TO WHOM ALLUSION HAS BEEN ALREADY MADE, A DEVOUT MAN, AND ONE BELOVED OF GOD. NOW THE LOGOS OF GOD CONTROLS ALL THESE; THE FIRST BEGOTTEN CHILD OF THE FATHER, THE VOICE OF THE DAWN ANTECEDENT TO THE MORNING STAR. AFTERWARDS JUST MEN WERE BORN, FRIENDS OF GOD; AND THESE HAVE BEEN STYLED PROPHETS, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR FORESHOWING FUTURE EVENTS. AND THE WORD OF PROPHECY WAS COMMITTED UNTO THEM, NOT FOR ONE AGE ONLY; BUT ALSO, THE UTTERANCES OF EVENTS PREDICTED THROUGHOUT ALL GENERATIONS, WERE VOUCHSAFED IN PERFECT CLEARNESS. AND THIS, TOO, NOT AT THE TIME MERELY WHEN SEERS FURNISHED A REPLY TO THOSE PRESENT; BUT ALSO EVENTS THAT WOULD HAPPEN THROUGHOUT ALL AGES, HAVE BEEN MANIFESTED BEFOREHAND; BECAUSE, IN SPEAKING OF INCIDENTS GONE BY, THE PROPHETS BROUGHT THEM BACK TO THE RECOLLECTION OF HUMANITY; WHEREAS, IN SHOWING FORTH PRESENT OCCURRENCES, THEY ENDEAVORED TO PERSUADE MEN NOT TO BE REMISS; WHILE, BY FORETELLING FUTURE EVENTS, THEY HAVE RENDERED EACH ONE OF US TERRIFIED ON BEHOLDING EVENTS THAT HAD BEEN PREDICTED LONG BEFORE, AND ON EXPECTING LIKEWISE THOSE EVENTS PREDICTED AS STILL FUTURE. SUCH IS OUR FAITH, O ALL YE MEN, OURS, I SAY, WHO ARE NOT PERSUADED BY EMPTY EXPRESSIONS, NOR CAUGHT AWAY BY SUDDEN IMPULSES OF THE HEART, NOR BEGUILED BY THE PLAUSIBILITY OF ELOQUENT DISCOURSES, YET WHO DO NOT REFUSE TO OBEY WORDS THAT HAVE BEEN UTTERED BY DIVINE POWER. AND THESE INJUNCTIONS HAVE GOD GIVEN TO THE WORD. BUT THE WORD, BY DECLARING THEM, PROMULGATED THE DIVINE COMMANDMENTS, THEREBY TURNING MAN FROM DISOBEDIENCE, NOT BRINGING HIM INTO SERVITUDE BY FORCE OF NECESSITY, BUT SUMMONING HIM TO LIBERTY THROUGH A CHOICE INVOLVING SPONTANEITY. THIS LOGOS THE FATHER IN THE LATTER DAYS SENT FORTH, NO LONGER TO SPEAK BY A PROPHET, AND NOT WISHING THAT THE WORD, BEING OBSCURELY PROCLAIMED, SHOULD BE MADE THE SUBJECT OF MERE CONJECTURE, BUT THAT HE SHOULD BE MANIFESTED, SO THAT WE COULD SEE HIM WITH OUR OWN EYES. THIS LOGOS, I SAY, THE FATHER SENT FORTH, IN ORDER THAT THE WORLD, ON BEHOLDING HIM, MIGHT REVERENCE HIM WHO WAS DELIVERING PRECEPTS NOT BY THE PERSON OF PROPHETS, NOR TERRIFYING THE SOUL BY AN ANGEL, BUT WHO WAS HIMSELF--HE THAT HAD SPOKEN--CORPORALLY PRESENT AMONGST US. THIS LOGOS WE KNOW TO HAVE RECEIVED A BODY FROM A VIRGIN, AND TO HAVE REMODELED THE OLD MAN BY A NEW CREATION. AND WE BELIEVE THE LOGOS TO HAVE PASSED THROUGH EVERY PERIOD IN THIS LIFE, IN ORDER THAT HE HIMSELF MIGHT SERVE AS A LAW FOR EVERY AGE, AND THAT, BY BEING PRESENT (AMONGST) US, HE MIGHT EXHIBIT HIS OWN MANHOOD AS AN AIM FOR ALL MEN. AND THAT BY HIMSELF IN PERSON HE MIGHT PROVE THAT GOD MADE NOTHING EVIL, AND THAT MAN POSSESSES THE CAPACITY OF SELF-DETERMINATION, INASMUCH AS HE IS ABLE TO WILL AND NOT TO WILL, AND IS ENDUED WITH POWER TO DO BOTH. THIS MAN WE KNOW TO HAVE BEEN MADE OUT OF THE COMPOUND OF OUR HUMANITY. FOR IF HE WERE NOT OF THE SAME NATURE WITH OURSELVES, IN VAIN DOES HE ORDAIN THAT WE SHOULD IMITATE THE TEACHER. FOR IF THAT MAN HAPPENED TO BE OF A DIFFERENT SUBSTANCE FROM US, WHY DOES HE LAY INJUNCTIONS SIMILAR TO THOSE HE HAS RECEIVED ON MYSELF, WHO AM BORN WEAK; AND HOW IS THIS THE ACT OF ONE THAT IS GOOD AND JUST? IN ORDER, HOWEVER, THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE SUPPOSED TO BE DIFFERENT FROM US, HE EVEN UNDERWENT TOIL, AND WAS WILLING TO ENDURE HUNGER, AND DID NOT REFUSE TO FEEL THIRST, AND SUNK INTO THE QUIETUDE OF SLUMBER. HE DID NOT PROTEST AGAINST HIS PASSION, BUT BECAME OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH, AND MANIFESTED HIS RESURRECTION. NOW IN ALL THESE ACTS HE OFFERED UP, AS THE FIRST-FRUITS, HIS OWN MANHOOD, IN ORDER THAT THOU, WHEN THOU ART IN TRIBULATION, MAYEST NOT BE DISHEARTENED, BUT, CONFESSING THYSELF TO BE A MAN (OF LIKE NATURE WITH THE REDEEMER), MAYEST DWELL IN EXPECTATION OF ALSO RECEIVING WHAT THE FATHER HAS GRANTED UNTO THIS SON. 
CHAP. XXX.--THE AUTHOR'S CONCLUDING ADDRESS. 
SUCH IS THE TRUE DOCTRINE IN REGARD OF THE DIVINE NATURE, O YE MEN, GREEKS AND BARBARIANS, CHALDEANS AND ASSYRIANS, EGYPTIANS AND LIBYANS, INDIANS AND ETHIOPIANS, CELTS, AND YE LATINS, WHO LEAD ARMIES, AND ALL YE THAT INHABIT EUROPE, AND ASIA, AND LIBYA. AND TO YOU I AM BECOME AN ADVISER, INASMUCH AS I AM A DISCIPLE OF THE BENEVOLENT LOGOS, AND HENCE HUMANE, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY HASTEN AND BY US MAY BE TAUGHT WHO THE TRUE GOD IS, AND WHAT IS HIS WELL-ORDERED CREATION. DO NOT DEVOTE YOUR ATTENTION TO THE FALLACIES OF ARTIFICIAL DISCOURSES, NOR THE VAIN PROMISES OF PLAGIARIZING HERETICS, BUT TO THE VENERABLE SIMPLICITY OF UNASSUMING TRUTH. AND BY MEANS OF THIS KNOWLEDGE YOU SHALL ESCAPE THE APPROACHING THREAT OF THE FIRE OF JUDGMENT, AND THE RAYLESS SCENERY OF GLOOMY TARTARUS, WHERE NEVER SHINES A BEAM FROM THE IRRADIATING VOICE OF THE WORD! YOU SHALL ESCAPE THE BOILING FLOOD OF HELL'S ETERNAL LAKE OF FIRE AND THE EYE EVER FIXED IN MENACING GLARE OF FALLEN ANGELS CHAINED IN TARTARUS AS PUNISHMENT FOR THEIR SINS; AND YOU SHALL ESCAPE THE WORM THAT CEASELESSLY COILS FOR FOOD AROUND THE BODY WHOSE SCUM HAS BRED IT. NOW SUCH (TORMENTS) AS THESE SHALL THOU AVOID BY BEING INSTRUCTED IN A KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUE GOD. AND THOU SHALT POSSESS AN IMMORTAL BODY, EVEN ONE PLACED BEYOND THE POSSIBILITY OF CORRUPTION, JUST LIKE THE SOUL. AND THOU SHALT RECEIVE THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, THOU WHO, WHILST THOU DIDST SOJOURN IN THIS LIFE, DIDST KNOW THE CELESTIAL KING. AND THOU SHALT BE A COMPANION OF THE DEITY, AND A CO-HEIR WITH CHRIST, NO LONGER ENSLAVED BY LUSTS OR PASSIONS, AND NEVER AGAIN WASTED BY DISEASE. FOR THOU HAST BECOME GOD: FOR WHATEVER SUFFERINGS THOU DIDST UNDERGO WHILE BEING A MAN, THESE HE GAVE TO THEE, BECAUSE THOU WERE OF MORTAL MOLD, BUT WHATEVER IT IS CONSISTENT WITH GOD TO IMPART, THESE GOD HAS PROMISED TO BESTOW UPON THEE, BECAUSE THOU HAST BEEN DEIFIED, AND BEGOTTEN UNTO IMMORTALITY. THIS CONSTITUTES THE IMPORT OF THE PROVERB, "KNOW THYSELF;" I.E., DISCOVER GOD WITHIN THYSELF, FOR HE HAS FORMED THEE AFTER HIS OWN IMAGE. FOR WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF SELF IS CONJOINED THE BEING AN OBJECT OF GOD'S KNOWLEDGE, FOR THOU ART CALLED BY THE DEITY HIMSELF. BE NOT THEREFORE INFLAMED, O YE MEN, WITH ENMITY ONE TOWARDS ANOTHER, NOR HESITATE TO RETRACE WITH ALL SPEED YOUR STEPS. FOR CHRIST IS THE GOD ABOVE ALL, AND HE HAS ARRANGED TO WASH AWAY SIN FROM HUMAN BEINGS, RENDERING REGENERATE THE OLD MAN. AND GOD CALLED MAN HIS LIKENESS FROM THE BEGINNING, AND HAS EVINCED IN A FIGURE HIS LOVE TOWARDS THEE. AND PROVIDED THOU OBEY HIS SOLEMN INJUNCTIONS, AND BECOMES A FAITHFUL FOLLOWER OF HIM WHO IS GOOD, THOU SHALL RESEMBLE HIM, INASMUCH AS THOU SHALL HAVE HONOR CONFERRED UPON THEE BY HIM. FOR THE DEITY, (BY CONDESCENSION,) DOES NOT DIMINISH AUGHT OF THE DIVINITY OF HIS DIVINE PERFECTION; HAVING MADE THEE EVEN GOD UNTO HIS GLORY. 
SAINT IRENAEUS
IRENAEUS: AGAINST HERESIES
BOOK I
1. INASMUCH(1) AS CERTAIN MEN HAVE SET THE TRUTH ASIDE, AND BRING IN LYING WORDS AND VAIN GENEALOGIES, WHICH, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS,(2) "MINISTER QUESTIONS RATHER THAN GODLY EDIFYING WHICH IS IN FAITH," AND BY MEANS OF THEIR CRAFTILY-CONSTRUCTED PLAUSIBILITY’S DRAW AWAY THE MINDS OF THE INEXPERIENCED AND TAKE THEM CAPTIVE, [I HAVE FELT CONSTRAINED, MY DEAR FRIEND, TO COMPOSE THE FOLLOWING TREATISE IN ORDER TO EXPOSE AND COUNTERACT THEIR MACHINATIONS.] THESE MEN FALSIFY THE ORACLES OF GOD, AND PROVE THEMSELVES EVIL INTERPRETERS OF THE GOOD WORD OF REVELATION. THEY ALSO OVERTHROW THE FAITH OF MANY, BY DRAWING THEM AWAY, UNDER A PRETENSE OF [SUPERIOR] KNOWLEDGE, FROM HIM WHO ROUNDED AND ADORNED THE UNIVERSE; AS IF, FORSOOTH, THEY HAD SOMETHING MORE EXCELLENT AND SUBLIME TO REVEAL, THAN THAT GOD WHO CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE THEREIN. BY MEANS OF SPECIOUS AND PLAUSIBLE WORDS, THEY CUNNINGLY ALLURE THE SIMPLE-MINDED TO INQUIRE INTO THEIR SYSTEM; BUT THEY NEVERTHELESS CLUMSILY DESTROY THEM, WHILE THEY INITIATE THEM INTO THEIR BLASPHEMOUS AND IMPIOUS OPINIONS RESPECTING THE DEMIURGE;(3) AND THESE SIMPLE ONES ARE UNABLE, EVEN IN SUCH A MATTER, TO DISTINGUISH FALSEHOOD FROM TRUTH. 
2. ERROR, INDEED, IS NEVER SET FORTH IN ITS NAKED DEFORMITY, LEST, BEING THUS EXPOSED, IT SHOULD AT ONCE BE DETECTED. BUT IT IS CRAFTILY DECKED OUT IN AN ATTRACTIVE DRESS, SO AS, BY ITS OUTWARD FORM, TO MAKE IT APPEAR TO THE INEXPERIENCED (RIDICULOUS AS THE EXPRESSION MAY SEEM) MORE-TRUE THAN THE TRUTH ITSELF. ONE (4) FAR SUPERIOR TO ME HAS WELL SAID, IN REFERENCE TO THIS POINT, "A CLEVER IMITATION IN GLASS CASTS CONTEMPT, AS IT WERE, ON THAT PRECIOUS JEWEL THE EMERALD (WHICH IS MOST HIGHLY ESTEEMED BY SOME), UNLESS IT COME UNDER THE EYE OF ONE ABLE TO TEST AND EXPOSE THE COUNTERFEIT. OR, AGAIN, WHAT INEXPERIENCED PERSON CAN WITH EASE DETECT THE PRESENCE OF BRASS WHEN IT HAS BEEN MIXED UP WITH SILVER?" LEST, THEREFORE, THROUGH MY NEGLECT, SOME SHOULD BE CARRIED OFF, EVEN AS SHEEP ARE BY WOLVES, WHILE THEY PERCEIVE NOT THE TRUE CHARACTER OF THESE MEN,-BECAUSE THEY OUTWARDLY ARE COVERED WITH SHEEP'S CLOTHING (AGAINST WHOM THE LORD HAS ENJOINED(5) US TO BE ON OUR GUARD), AND BECAUSE THEIR LANGUAGE RESEMBLES OURS, WHILE THEIR SENTIMENTS ARE VERY DIFFERENT,--I HAVE DEEMED IT MY DUTY (AFTER READING SOME OF THE COMMENTARIES, AS THEY CALL THEM, OF THE DISCIPLES OF VALENTINUS, AND AFTER MAKING MYSELF ACQUAINTED WITH THEIR TENETS THROUGH PERSONAL INTERCOURSE WITH SOME OF THEM) TO UNFOLD TO THEE, MY FRIEND, THESE PORTENTOUS AND PROFOUND MYSTERIES, WHICH DO NOT FALL WITHIN THE RANGE OF EVERY INTELLECT, BECAUSE ALL HAVE NOT SUFFICIENTLY PURGED(6) THEIR BRAINS. I DO THIS, IN ORDER THAT THOU, OBTAINING AN ACQUAINTANCE WITH THESE THINGS, MAYEST IN TURN EXPLAIN THEM TO ALL THOSE WITH WHOM THOU ART CONNECTED, AND EXHORT THEM TO AVOID SUCH AN ABYSS OF MADNESS AND OF BLASPHEMY AGAINST CHRIST. I INTEND, THEN, TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY, WITH BREVITY AND CLEARNESS TO SET FORTH THE OPINIONS OF THOSE WHO ARE NOW PROMULGATING HERESY. I REFER ESPECIALLY TO THE DISCIPLES OF PTOLEMAEUS, WHOSE SCHOOL MAY BE DESCRIBED AS A BUD FROM THAT OF VALENTINUS. I SHALL ALSO ENDEAVOR, ACCORDING TO MY MODERATE ABILITY, TO FURNISH THE MEANS OF OVERTHROWING THEM, BY SHOWING HOW ABSURD AND INCONSISTENT WITH THE TRUTH ARE THEIR STATEMENTS. NOT THAT I AM PRACTICED EITHER IN COMPOSITION OR ELOQUENCE; BUT MY FEELING OF AFFECTION PROMPTS ME TO MAKE KNOWN TO THEE AND ALL THY COMPANIONS THOSE DOCTRINES WHICH HAVE BEEN KEPT IN CONCEALMENT UNTIL NOW, BUT WHICH ARE AT LAST, THROUGH THE GOODNESS OF GOD, BROUGHT TO LIGHT. "FOR THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN WHICH SHALL NOT BE REVEALED, NOR SECRET THAT SHALL NOT BE MADE KNOWN."(1) 
3. THOU WILT NOT EXPECT FROM ME, WHO AM RESIDENT AMONG THE KELTAE, (2) AND AM ACCUSTOMED FOR THE MOST PART TO USE A BARBAROUS DIALECT, ANY DISPLAY OF RHETORIC, WHICH I HAVE NEVER LEARNED, OR ANY EXCELLENCE OF COMPOSITION, WHICH I HAVE NEVER PRACTICED, OR ANY BEAUTY AND PERSUASIVENESS OF STYLE, TO WHICH I MAKE NO PRETENSIONS. BUT THOU WILT ACCEPT IN A KINDLY SPIRIT WHAT I IN A LIKE SPIRIT WRITE TO THEE SIMPLY, TRUTHFULLY, AND IN MY OWN HOMELY WAY; WHILST THOU THYSELF (AS BEING MORE CAPABLE THAN I AM) WILT EXPAND THOSE IDEAS OF WHICH I SEND THEE, AS IT WERE, ONLY THE SEMINAL PRINCIPLES; AND IN THE COMPREHENSIVENESS OF THY UNDERSTANDING, WILT DEVELOP TO THEIR FULL EXTENT THE POINTS ON WHICH I BRIEFLY TOUCH, SO AS TO SET WITH POWER BEFORE THY COMPANIONS THOSE THINGS WHICH I HAVE UTTERED IN WEAKNESS. IN FINE, AS I (TO GRATIFY THY LONG-CHERISHED DESIRE FOR INFORMATION REGARDING THE TENETS OF THESE PERSONS) HAVE SPARED NO PAINS, NOT ONLY TO MAKE THESE DOCTRINES KNOWN TO THEE, BUT ALSO TO FURNISH THE MEANS OF SHOWING THEIR FALSITY; SO SHALT THOU, ACCORDING TO THE GRACE GIVEN TO THEE BY THE LORD, PROVE AN EARNEST AND EFFICIENT MINISTER TO OTHERS, THAT MEN MAY NO LONGER BE DRAWN AWAY BY THE PLAUSIBLE SYSTEM OF THESE HERETICS, WHICH I NOW PROCEED TO DESCRIBE.(3) 
CHAP. I.--ABSURD IDEAS OF THE DISCIPLES OF VALENTINUS AS TO THE ORIGIN, NAME, ORDER, AND CONJUGAL PRODUCTIONS OF THEIR FANCIED AEONS, WITH THE PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE WHICH THEY ADAPT TO THEIR OPINIONS. 
1. THEY MAINTAIN, THEN, THAT IN THE INVISIBLE AND INEFFABLE HEIGHTS ABOVE THERE EXISTS A CERTAIN PERFECT, PRE-EXISTENT AEON, (4) WHOM THEY CALL PROARCHE, PROPATOR, AND BYTHUS, AND DESCRIBE AS BEING INVISIBLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE. ETERNAL AND UNBEGOTTEN, HE REMAINED THROUGHOUT INNUMERABLE CYCLES OF AGES IN PROFOUND SERENITY AND QUIESCENCE. THERE EXISTED ALONG WITH HIM ENNOEA, WHOM THEY ALSO CALL CHARIS AND SIGE. (5) AT LAST THIS BYTHUS DETERMINED TO SEND FORTH FROM HIMSELF THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS, AND DEPOSITED THIS PRODUCTION (WHICH HE HAD RESOLVED TO BRING FORTH) IN HIS CONTEMPORARY SIGE, EVEN AS SEED IS DEPOSITED IN THE WOMB. SHE THEN, HAVING RECEIVED THIS SEED, AND BECOMING PREGNANT, GAVE BIRTH TO NOUS, WHO WAS BOTH SIMILAR AND EQUAL TO HIM WHO HAD PRODUCED HIM, AND WAS ALONE CAPABLE OF COMPREHENDING HIS FATHER'S GREATNESS. THIS NOUS THEY CALL ALSO MONOGENES, AND FATHER, AND THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS. ALONG WITH HIM WAS ALSO PRODUCED ALETHEIA; AND THESE FOUR CONSTITUTED THE FIRST AND FIRST-BEGOTTEN PYTHAGOREAN TETRAD, WHICH THEY ALSO DENOMINATE THE ROOT OF ALL THINGS. FOR THERE ARE FIRST BYTHUS AND SIGE, AND THEN NOUS AND ALETHEIA. AND MONOGENES, PERCEIVING FOR WHAT PURPOSE HE HAD BEEN PRODUCED, ALSO HIMSELF SENT FORTH LOGOS AND ZOE, BEING THE FATHER OF ALL THOSE WHO WERE TO COME AFTER HIM, AND THE BEGINNING AND FASHIONING OF THE ENTIRE PLEROMA. BY THE CONJUNCTION OF LOGOS AND ZOO WERE BROUGHT FORTH ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA; AND THUS, WAS FORMED THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN OGDOAD, THE ROOT AND SUBSTANCE OF ALL THINGS, CALLED AMONG THEM BY FOUR NAMES, VIZ., BYTHUS, AND NOUS, AND LOGOS, AND ANTHROPOS. FOR EACH OF THESE IS MASCULO-FEMININE, AS FOLLOWS: PROPATOR WAS UNITED BY A CONJUNCTION WITH HIS ENNOEA; THEN MONOGENES, THAT IS NOUS, WITH ALETHEIA; LOGOS WITH ZOE, AND ANTHROPOS WITH ECCLESIA. 
2. THESE AEONS HAVING BEEN PRODUCED FOR THE GLORY OF THE FATHER, AND WISHING, BY THEIR OWN EFFORTS, TO AFFECT THIS OBJECT, SENT FORTH EMANATIONS BY MEANS OF CONJUNCTION. LOGOS AND ZOE, AFTER PRODUCING ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA, SENT FORTH OTHER TEN AEONS, WHOSE NAMES ARE THE FOLLOWING: BYTHIUS AND MIXIS, AGERATOS AND HENOSIS, AUTOPHYES AND HEDONE, ACINETOS AND SYNCRASIS, MONOGENES AND MACARIA.(6) THESE ARE THE TEN AEONS WHOM THEY DECLARE TO HAVE BEEN PRODUCED BY LOGOS AND ZOE. THEY THEN ADD THAT ANTHROPOS HIMSELF, ALONG WITH ECCLESIA, PRODUCED TWELVE AEONS, TO WHOM THEY GIVE THE FOLLOWING NAMES: PARACLETUS AND PISTIS, PATRICOS AND ELPIS, METRICOS AND AGAPE, AINOS AND SYNESIS, ECCLESIASTICUS AND MACARIOTES, THELETOS AND SOPHIA. 
3. SUCH ARE THE THIRTY AEONS IN THE ERRONEOUS SYSTEM OF THESE MEN; AND THEY ARE DESCRIBED AS BEING WRAPPED UP, SO TO SPEAK, IN SILENCE, AND KNOWN TO NONE [EXCEPT THESE PROFESSING TEACHERS]. MOREOVER, THEY DECLARE THAT THIS INVISIBLE AND SPIRITUAL PLEROMA OF THEIRS IS TRIPARTITE, BEING DIVIDED INTO AN OGDOAD, A DECAD, AND A DUODECAD. AND FOR THIS REASON, THEY AFFIRM IT WAS THAT THE "SAVIOUR"--FOR THEY DO NOT PLEASE TO CALL HIM "LORD"--DID NO WORK IN PUBLIC DURING THE SPACE OF THIRTY YEARS, (1) THUS SETTING FORTH THE MYSTERY OF THESE AEONS. THEY MAINTAIN ALSO, THAT THESE THIRTY AEONS ARE MOST PLAINLY INDICATED IN THE PARABLE (2) OF THE LABOURERS SENT INTO THE VINEYARD. FOR SOME ARE SENT ABOUT THE FIRST HOUR, OTHERS ABOUT THE THIRD HOUR, OTHERS ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR, OTHERS ABOUT THE NINTH HOUR, AND OTHERS ABOUT THE ELEVENTH HOUR. NOW, IF WE ADD UP THE NUMBERS OF THE HOURS HERE MENTIONED, THE SUM TOTAL WILL BE THIRTY: FOR ONE, THREE, SIX, NINE, AND ELEVEN, WHEN ADDED TOGETHER, FORM THIRTY. AND BY THE HOURS, THEY HOLD THAT THE AEONS WERE POINTED OUT; WHILE THEY MAINTAIN THAT THESE ARE GREAT, AND WONDERFUL, AND HITHERTO UNSPEAKABLE MYSTERIES WHICH IT IS THEIR SPECIAL FUNCTION TO DEVELOP; AND SO THEY PROCEED WHEN THEY FIND ANYTHING IN THE MULTITUDE (3) OF THINGS CONTAINED IN THE SCRIPTURES WHICH THEY CAN ADOPT AND ACCOMMODATE TO THEIR BASELESS SPECULATIONS. 
CHAP. II.--THE PROPATOR WAS KNOWN TO MONO-GENES ALONE. AMBITION, DISTURBANCE, AND DANGER INTO WHICH SOPHIA FELL; HER SHAPELESS OFFSPRING: SHE IS RESTORED BY HOROS. THE PRODUCTION OF CHRIST AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, IN ORDER TO THE COMPLETION OF THE AEONS. MANNER OF THE PRODUCTION OF JESUS. 
1. THEY PROCEED TO TELL US THAT THE PROPATOR OF THEIR SCHEME WAS KNOWN ONLY TO MONOGENES, WHO SPRANG FROM HIM; IN OTHER WORDS, ONLY TO NOUS, WHILE TO ALL THE OTHERS HE WAS INVISIBLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE. AND, ACCORDING TO THEM, NOUS ALONE TOOK PLEASURE IN CONTEMPLATING THE FATHER, AND EXULTING IN CONSIDERING HIS IMMEASURABLE GREATNESS; WHILE HE ALSO MEDITATED HOW HE MIGHT COMMUNICATE TO THE REST OF THE AEONS THE GREATNESS OF THE FATHER, REVEALING TO THEM HOW VAST AND MIGHTY HE WAS, AND HOW HE WAS WITHOUT BEGINNING, BEYOND COMPREHENSION, AND ALTOGETHER INCAPABLE OF BEING SEEN. BUT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WILL OF THE FATHER, SIGE RESTRAINED HIM, BECAUSE IT WAS HIS DESIGN TO LEAD THEM ALL TO AN ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE AFORESAID PROPATOR, AND TO CREATE WITHIN THEM A DESIRE OF INVESTIGATING HIS NATURE. IN LIKE MANNER, THE REST OF THE AEONS ALSO, IN A KIND OF QUIET WAY, HAD A WISH TO BEHOLD THE AUTHOR OF THEIR BEING, AND TO CONTEMPLATE THAT FIRST CAUSE, WHICH HAD NO BEGINNING. 
2. BUT THERE RUSHED FORTH IN ADVANCE OF THE REST THAT AEON WHO WAS MUCH THE LATEST OF THEM, AND WAS THE YOUNGEST OF THE DUODECAD WHICH SPRANG FROM ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA, NAMELY SOPHIA, AND SUFFERED PASSION APART FROM THE EMBRACE OF HER CONSORT THELETOS. THIS PASSION, INDEED, FIRST AROSE AMONG THOSE WHO WERE CONNECTED WITH NOUS AND ALETHEIA, BUT PASSED AS BY CONTAGION TO THIS DEGENERATE AEON, WHO ACTED UNDER A PRETENSE OF LOVE, BUT WAS IN REALITY INFLUENCED BY TEMERITY, BECAUSE SHE HAD NOT, LIKE NOUS, ENJOYED COMMUNION WITH THE PERFECT FATHER. THIS PASSION, THEY SAY, CONSISTED IN A DESIRE TO SEARCH INTO THE NATURE OF THE FATHER; FOR SHE WISHED, ACCORDING TO THEM, TO COMPREHEND HIS GREATNESS. WHEN SHE COULD NOT ATTAIN HER END, INASMUCH AS SHE AIMED AT AN IMPOSSIBILITY, AND THUS BECAME INVOLVED IN AN EXTREME AGONY OF MIND, WHILE BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF THE VAST PROFUNDITY AS WELL AS THE UNSEARCHABLE NATURE OF THE FATHER, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THE LOVE SHE BORE HIM, SHE WAS EVER STRETCHING HERSELF FORWARD, THERE WAS DANGER LEST SHE SHOULD AT LAST HAVE BEEN ABSORBED BY HIS SWEETNESS, AND RESOLVED INTO HIS ABSOLUTE ESSENCE, UNLESS SHE HAD MET WITH THAT POWER WHICH SUPPORTS ALL THINGS, AND PRESERVES THEM OUTSIDE OF THE UNSPEAKABLE GREATNESS. THIS POWER THEY TERM HOROS; BY WHOM, THEY SAY, SHE WAS RESTRAINED AND SUPPORTED; AND THAT THEN, HAVING WITH DIFFICULTY BEEN BROUGHT BACK TO HERSELF, SHE WAS CONVINCED THAT THE FATHER IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE, AND SO LAID ASIDE HER ORIGINAL DESIGN, ALONG WITH THAT PASSION WHICH HAD ARISEN WITHIN HER FROM THE OVERWHELMING INFLUENCE OF HER ADMIRATION. 
3. BUT OTHERS OF THEM FABULOUSLY DESCRIBE THE PASSION AND RESTORATION OF SOPHIA AS FOLLOWS: THEY SAY THAT SHE, HAVING ENGAGED IN AN IMPOSSIBLE AND IMPRACTICABLE ATTEMPT, BROUGHT FORTH AN AMORPHOUS SUBSTANCE, SUCH AS HER FEMALE NATURE ENABLED HER TO PRODUCE.(4) WHEN SHE LOOKED UPON IT, HER FIRST FEELING WAS ONE OF GRIEF, ON ACCOUNT OF THE IMPERFECTION OF ITS GENERATION, AND THEN OF FEAR LEST THIS SHOULD END(5) HER OWN EXISTENCE. NEXT, SHE LOST, AS IT WERE, ALL COMMAND OF HERSELF, AND WAS IN THE GREATEST PERPLEXITY WHILE ENDEAVORING TO DISCOVER THE CAUSE OF ALL THIS, AND IN WHAT WAY SHE MIGHT CONCEAL WHAT HAD HAPPENED. BEING GREATLY HARASSED BY THESE PASSIONS, SHE AT LAST CHANGED HER MIND, AND ENDEAVORED TO RETURN ANEW TO THE FATHER. WHEN, HOWEVER, SHE IN SOME MEASURE MADE THE ATTEMPT, STRENGTH FAILED HER, AND SHE BECAME A SUPPLIANT OF THE FATHER. THE OTHER AEONS, NOUS IN PARTICULAR, PRESENTED THEIR SUPPLICATIONS ALONG WITH HER. AND HENCE THEY DECLARE MATERIAL SUBSTANCE (1) HAD ITS BEGINNING FROM IGNORANCE AND GRIEF, AND FEAR AND BEWILDERMENT. 
4. THE FATHER AFTERWARDS PRODUCES, IN HIS OWN IMAGE, BY MEANS OF MONOGENES, THE ABOVE-MENTIONED HOROS, WITHOUT CONJUNCTION, (2) MASCULO-FEMININE. FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT SOMETIMES THE FATHER ACTS IN CONJUNCTION WITH SIGE, BUT THAT AT OTHER TIMES HE SHOWS HIMSELF INDEPENDENT BOTH OF MALE AND FEMALE. THEY TERM THIS HOROS BOTH STAUROS AND LYTROTES, AND CARPISTES, AND HOROTHETES, AND METAGOGES.(3) AND BY THIS HOROS THEY DECLARE THAT SOPHIA WAS PURIFIED AND ESTABLISHED, WHILE SHE WAS ALSO RESTORED TO HER PROPER CONJUNCTION. FOR HER ENTHYMESIS (OR INBORN IDEA) HAVING BEEN TAKEN AWAY FROM HER, ALONG WITH ITS SUPERVENING PASSION, SHE HERSELF CERTAINLY REMAINED WITHIN THE PLEROMA; BUT HER ENTHYMESIS, WITH ITS PASSION, WAS SEPARATED FROM HER BY HOROS, FENCED (4) OFF, AND EXPELLED FROM THAT CIRCLE. THIS ENTHYMESIS WAS, NO DOUBT, A SPIRITUAL SUBSTANCE, POSSESSING SOME OF THE NATURAL TENDENCIES OF AN AEON, BUT AT THE SAME TIME SHAPELESS AND WITHOUT FORM, BECAUSE IT HAD RECEIVED NOTHING. (5) AND ON THIS ACCOUNT THEY SAY THAT IT WAS AN IMBECILE AND FEMININE PRODUCTION.(6) 
5. AFTER THIS SUBSTANCE HAD BEEN PLACED OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA OF THE AEONS, AND ITS MOTHER RESTORED TO HER PROPER CONJUNCTION, THEY TELL US THAT MONOGENES, ACTING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRUDENT FORETHOUGHT OF THE FATHER, GAVE ORIGIN TO ANOTHER CONJUGAL PAIR, NAMELY CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT (LEST ANY OF THE AEONS SHOULD FALL INTO A CALAMITY SIMILAR TO THAT OF SOPHIA), FOR THE PURPOSE OF FORTIFYING AND STRENGTHENING THE PLEROMA, AND WHO AT THE SAME TIME COMPLETED THE NUMBER OF THE AEONS. CHRIST THEN INSTRUCTED THEM AS TO THE NATURE OF THEIR CONJUNCTION, AND TAUGHT THEM THAT THOSE WHO POSSESSED A COMPREHENSION OF THE UNBEGOTTEN WERE SUFFICIENT FOR THEMSELVES. (7) HE ALSO ANNOUNCED AMONG THEM WHAT RELATED TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER, NAMELY, THAT HE CANNOT BE UNDERSTOOD OR COMPREHENDED, NOR SO MUCH AS SEEN OR HEARD, EXCEPT IN SO FAR AS HE IS KNOWN BY MONOGENES ONLY. AND THE REASON WHY THE REST OF THE AEONS POSSESS PERPETUAL EXISTENCE IS FOUND IN THAT PART OF THE FATHER'S NATURE WHICH IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE; BUT THE REASON OF THEIR ORIGIN AND FORMATION WAS SITUATED IN THAT WHICH MAY BE COMPREHENDED REGARDING HIM, THAT IS, IN THE SON. (8) CHRIST, THEN, WHO HAD JUST BEEN PRODUCED, EFFECTED THESE THINGS AMONG THEM. 
6. BUT THE HOLY SPIRIT (9) TAUGHT THEM TO GIVE THANKS ON BEING ALL RENDERED EQUAL AMONG THEMSELVES, AND LED THEM TO A STATE OF TRUE REPOSE. THUS, THEN, THEY TELL US THAT THE AEONS WERE CONSTITUTED EQUAL TO EACH OTHER IN FORM AND SENTIMENT, SO THAT ALL BECAME AS NOUS, AND LOGOS, AND ANTHROPOS, AND CHRISTUS. THE FEMALE AEONS, TOO, BECAME ALL AS ALETHEIA, AND ZOE, AND SPIRITUS, AND ECCLESIA. EVERYTHING, THEN, BEING THUS ESTABLISHED, AND BROUGHT INTO A STATE OF PERFECT REST, THEY NEXT TELL US THAT THESE BEINGS SANG PRAISES WITH GREAT JOY TO THE PROPATOR, WHO HIMSELF SHARED IN THE ABOUNDING EXALTATION. THEN, OUT OF GRATITUDE FOR THE GREAT BENEFIT WHICH HAD BEEN CONFERRED ON THEM, THE WHOLE PLEROMA OF THE AEONS, WITH ONE DESIGN AND DESIRE, AND WITH THE CONCURRENCE OF CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, THEIR FATHER ALSO SETTING THE SEAL OF HIS APPROVAL ON THEIR CONDUCT, BROUGHT TOGETHER WHATEVER EACH ONE HAD IN HIMSELF OF THE GREATEST BEAUTY AND PRECIOUSNESS; AND UNITING ALL THESE CONTRIBUTIONS SO AS SKILLFULLY TO BLEND THE WHOLE, THEY PRODUCED, TO THE HONOUR AND GLORY OF BYTHUS, A BEING OF MOST PERFECT BEAUTY, THE VERY STAR OF THE PLEROMA, AND THE PERFECT FRUIT [OF IT], NAMELY JESUS. HIM THEY ALSO SPEAK OF UNDER THE NAME OF SAVIOUR, AND CHRIST, AND PATRONYMICALLY, LOGOS, AND EVERYTHING, BECAUSE HE WAS FORMED FROM THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF ALL. AND THEN WE ARE TOLD THAT, BY WAY OF HONOUR, ANGELS OF THE SAME NATURE AS HIMSELF WERE SIMULTANEOUSLY PRODUCED, TO ACT AS HIS BODY-GUARD. 
CHAP. III.--TEXTS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE USED BY THESE HERETICS TO SUPPORT THEIR OPINIONS. 
1. SUCH, THEN, IS THE ACCOUNT THEY GIVE OF WHAT TOOK PLACE WITHIN THE PLEROMA; SUCH THE CALAMITIES THAT FLOWED FROM THE PASSION WHICH SEIZED UPON THE AEON WHO HAS BEEN NAMED, AND WHO WAS WITHIN A LITTLE OF PERISHING BY BEING ABSORBED IN THE UNIVERSAL SUBSTANCE, THROUGH HER INQUISITIVE SEARCHING AFTER THE FATHER; SUCH THE CONSOLIDATION(1) [OF THAT AEON] FROM HER CONDITION OF AGONY BY HOROS, AND STAUROS, AND LYTROTES, AND CARPISTES, AND HOROTHETES, AND METAGOGES.(2) SUCH ALSO IS THE ACCOUNT OF THE GENERATION OF THE LATER AEONS, NAMELY OF THE FIRST CHRIST AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, BOTH OF WHOM WERE PRODUCED BY THE FATHER AFTER THE REPENTANCE(3) [OF SOPHIA], AND OF THE SECOND(4) CHRIST (WHOM THEY ALSO STYLE SAVIOUR), WHO OWED HIS BEING TO THE JOINT CONTRIBUTIONS [OF THE AEONS]. THEY TELL US, HOWEVER, THAT THIS KNOWLEDGE HAS NOT BEEN OPENLY DIVULGED, BECAUSE ALL ARE NOT CAPABLE OF RECEIVING IT, BUT HAS BEEN MYSTICALLY REVEALED BY THE SAVIOUR THROUGH MEANS OF PARABLES TO THOSE QUALIFIED FOR UNDERSTANDING IT. THIS HAS BEEN DONE AS FOLLOWS. THE THIRTY AEONS ARE INDICATED (AS WE HAVE ALREADY REMARKED) BY THE THIRTY YEARS DURING WHICH THEY SAY THE SAVIOUR PERFORMED NO PUBLIC ACT, AND BY THE PARABLE OF THE LABOURERS IN THE VINEYARD. PAUL ALSO, THEY AFFIRM, VERY CLEARLY AND FREQUENTLY NAMES THESE AEONS, AND EVEN GOES SO FAR AS TO PRESERVE THEIR ORDER, WHEN HE SAYS, "TO ALL THE GENERATIONS OF THE AEONS OF THE AEON."(5) NAY, WE OURSELVES, WHEN AT THE GIVING OF THANKS, WE PRONOUNCE THE WORDS, "TO AEONS OF AEONS" (FOR EVER AND EVER), DO SET FORTH THESE AEONS. AND, IN FINE, WHEREVER THE WORDS AEON OR AEONS OCCUR, THEY AT ONCE REFER THEM TO THESE BEINGS. 
2. THE PRODUCTION, AGAIN, OF THE DUODECAD OF THE AEONS, IS INDICATED BY THE FACT THAT THE LORD WAS TWELVE(7) YEARS OF AGE WHEN HE DISPUTED WITH THE TEACHERS OF THE LAW, AND BY THE ELECTION OF THE APOSTLES, FOR OF THESE THERE WERE TWELVE.(8) THE OTHER EIGHTEEN AEONS ARE MADE MANIFEST IN THIS WAY: THAT THE LORD, [ACCORDING TO THEM,] CONVERSED WITH HIS DISCIPLES FOR EIGHTEEN MONTHS(9) AFTER HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD. THEY ALSO AFFIRM THAT THESE EIGHTEEN AEONS ARE STRIKINGLY INDICATED BY THE FIRST TWO LETTERS OF HIS NAME [IHSOUS], NAMELY IOTA (10) AND ETA. AND, IN LIKE MANNER, THEY ASSERT THAT THE TEN AEONS ARE POINTED OUT BY THE LETTER IOTA, WHICH BEGINS HIS NAME; WHILE, FOR THE SAME REASON, THEY TELL US THE SAVIOUR SAID, "ONE IOTA, OR ONE TITTLE, SHALL BY NO MEANS PASS AWAY UNTIL ALL BE FULFILLED."(11) 
3. THEY FURTHER MAINTAIN THAT THE PASSION WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THE CASE OF THE TWELFTH AEON IS POINTED AT BY THE APOSTASY OF JUDAS, WHO WAS THE TWELFTH APOSTLE, AND ALSO BY THE FACT THAT CHRIST SUFFERED IN THE TWELFTH MONTH. FOR THEIR OPINION IS, THAT HE CONTINUED TO PREACH FOR ONE YEAR ONLY AFTER HIS BAPTISM. THE SAME THING IS ALSO MOST CLEARLY INDICATED BY THE CASE OF THE WOMAN WHO SUFFERED FROM AN ISSUE OF BLOOD. FOR AFTER SHE HAD BEEN THUS AFFLICTED DURING TWELVE YEARS, SHE WAS HEALED BY THE ADVENT OF THE SAVIOUR, WHEN SHE HAD TOUCHED THE BORDER OF HIS GARMENT; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT THE SAVIOUR SAID, "WHO TOUCHED ME?"(12) TEACHING HIS DISCIPLES THE MYSTERY WHICH HAD OCCURRED AMONG THE AEONS, AND THE HEALING OF THAT AEON WHO HAD BEEN INVOLVED IN SUFFERING. FOR SHE WHO HAD BEEN AFFLICTED TWELVE YEARS REPRESENTED THAT POWER WHOSE ESSENCE, AS THEY NARRATE, WAS STRETCHING ITSELF FORTH, AND FLOWING INTO IMMENSITY; AND UNLESS SHE HAD TOUCHED THE GARMENT OF THE SON, (13) THAT IS, ALETHEIA OF THE FIRST TETRAD, WHO IS DENOTED BY THE HEM SPOKEN OF, SHE WOULD HAVE BEEN DISSOLVED INTO THE GENERAL ESSENCE (14) [OF WHICH SHE PARTICIPATED]. SHE STOPPED SHORT, HOWEVER, AND CEASED ANY LONGER TO SUFFER. FOR THE POWER THAT WENT FORTH FROM THE SON (AND THIS POWER THEY TERM HOROS) HEALED HER, AND SEPARATED THE PASSION FROM HER. 
4. THEY MOREOVER AFFIRM THAT THE SAVIOUR (15) IS SHOWN TO BE DERIVED FROM ALL THE AEONS, AND TO BE IN HIMSELF EVERYTHING BY THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE: "EVERY MALE THAT OPENETH THE WOMB."(16) FOR HE, BEING EVERYTHING, OPENED THE WOMB (17) OF THE ENTHYMESIS OF THE SUFFERING AEON, WHEN IT HAD BEEN EXPELLED FROM THE PLEROMA. THIS THEY ALSO STYLE THE SECOND OGDOAD, OF WHICH WE SHALL SPEAK PRESENTLY. AND THEY STATE THAT IT WAS CLEARLY ON THIS ACCOUNT THAT PAUL SAID, "AND HE HIMSELF IS ALL THINGS;"(1) AND AGAIN, "ALL THINGS ARE TO HIM, AND OF HIM ARE ALL THINGS;"(2) AND FURTHER, "IN HIM DWELLETH ALL THE FULNESS OF THE GODHEAD;"(3) AND YET AGAIN, "ALL THINGS ARE GATHERED TOGETHER BY GOD IN CHRIST."(4) THUS DO THEY INTERPRET THESE AND ANY LIKE PASSAGES TO BE FOUND IN SCRIPTURE. 
5. THEY SHOW, FURTHER, THAT THAT HOROS OF THEIRS, WHOM THEY CALL BY A VARIETY OF NAMES, HAS TWO FACULTIES, THE ONE OF SUPPORTING, AND THE OTHER OF SEPARATING; AND IN SO FAR AS HE SUPPORTS AND SUSTAINS, HE IS STAUROS, WHILE IN SO FAR AS HE DIVIDES AND SEPARATES, HE IS HOROS. THEY THEN REPRESENT THE SAVIOUR AS HAVING INDICATED THIS TWOFOLD FACULTY: FIRST, THE SUSTAINING POWER, WHEN HE SAID, "WHOSOEVER DOTH NOT BEAR HIS CROSS (STAUROS), AND FOLLOW AFTER ME, CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE;"(5) AND AGAIN, "TAKING UP THE CROSS FOLLOW ME;"(6) BUT THE SEPARATING POWER WHEN HE SAID, "I CAME NOT TO SEND PEACE, BUT A WORD."(7) THEY ALSO MAINTAIN THAT JOHN INDICATED THE SAME THING WHEN HE SAID, "THE FAN IS IN HIS HAND, AND HE WILL THOROUGHLY PURGE THE FLOOR, AND WILL GATHER THE WHEAT INTO HIS GARNER; BUT THE CHAFF HE WILL BURN WITH FIRE UNQUENCHABLE."(8) BY THIS DECLARATION HE SET FORTH THE FACULTY OF HOROS. FOR THAT FAN THEY EXPLAIN TO BE THE CROSS (STAUROS), WHICH CONSUMES, NO DOUBT, ALL MATERIAL (9) OBJECTS, AS FIRE DOES CHAFF, BUT IT PURIFIES ALL THEM THAT ARE SAVED, AS A FAN DOES WHEAT. MOREOVER, THEY AFFIRM THAT THE APOSTLE PAUL HIMSELF MADE MENTION OF THIS CROSS IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "THE DOCTRINE OF THE CROSS IS TO THEM THAT PERISH FOOLISHNESS, BUT TO US WHO ARE SAVED IT IS THE POWER OF GOD."(10) AND AGAIN: "GOD FORBID THAT I SHOULD GLORY IN ANYTHING(11) SAVE IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST, BY WHOM THE WORLD IS CRUCIFIED TO ME, AND I UNTO THE WORLD." 
6. SUCH, THEN, IS THE ACCOUNT WHICH THEY ALL GIVE OF THEIR PLEROMA, AND OF THE FORMATION (12) OF THE UNIVERSE, STRIVING, AS THEY DO, TO ADAPT THE GOOD WORDS OF REVELATION TO THEIR OWN WICKED INVENTIONS. AND IT IS NOT ONLY FROM THE WRITINGS OF THE EVANGELISTS AND THE APOSTLES THAT THEY ENDEAVOUR TO DERIVE PROOFS FOR THEIR OPINIONS BY MEANS OF PERVERSE INTERPRETATIONS AND DECEITFUL EXPOSITIONS: THEY DEAL IN THE SAME WAY WITH THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, WHICH CONTAIN MANY PARABLES AND ALLEGORIES THAT CAN FREQUENTLY BE DRAWN INTO VARIOUS SENSES, ACCORDING TO THE KIND OF EXEGESIS TO WHICH THEY ARE SUBJECTED. AND OTHERS (13) OF THEM, WITH GREAT CRAFTINESS, ADAPTED SUCH PARTS OF SCRIPTURE TO THEIR OWN FIGMENTS, LEAD AWAY CAPTIVE FROM THE TRUTH THOSE WHO DO NOT RETAIN A STEADFAST FAITH IN ONE GOD, THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, AND IN ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD. 
CHAP. IV.--ACCOUNT GIVEN BY THE HERETICS OF THE FORMATION OF ACHAMOTH; ORIGIN OF THE VISIBLE WORLD FROM HER DISTURBANCES. 
1. THE FOLLOWING ARE THE TRANSACTIONS WHICH THEY NARRATE AS HAVING OCCURRED OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA: THE ENTHYMESIS OF THAT SOPHIA WHO DWELLS ABOVE, WHICH THEY ALSO TERM ACHAMOTH, (14) BEING REMOVED FROM THE PLEROMA, TOGETHER WITH HER PASSION, THEY RELATE TO HAVE, AS A MATTER OF COURSE, BECOME VIOLENTLY EXCITED IN THOSE PLACES OF DARKNESS AND VACUITY [TO WHICH SHE HAD BEEN BANISHED]. FOR SHE WAS EXCLUDED FROM LIGHT (15) AND THE PLEROMA, AND WAS WITHOUT FORM OR FIGURE, LIKE AN UNTIMELY BIRTH, BECAUSE SHE HAD RECEIVED NOTHING (16) [FROM A MALE PARENT]. BUT THE CHRIST DWELLING ON HIGH TOOK PITY UPON HER; AND HAVING EXTENDED HIMSELF THROUGH AND BEYOND STAUROS, (17) HE IMPARTED A FIGURE TO HER, BUT MERELY AS RESPECTED SUBSTANCE, AND NOT SO AS TO CONVEY INTELLIGENCE. (18) HAVING EFFECTED THIS, HE WITHDREW HIS INFLUENCE, AND RETURNED, LEAVING ACHAMOTH TO HERSELF, IN ORDER THAT SHE, BECOMING SENSIBLE OF HER SUFFERING AS BEING SEVERED FROM THE PLEROMA, MIGHT BE INFLUENCED BY THE DESIRE OF BETTER THINGS, WHILE SHE POSSESSED IN THE MEANTIME A KIND OF ODOUR OF IMMORTALITY LEFT IN HER BY CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. WHEREFORE ALSO SHE IS CALLED BY TWO NAMES--SOPHIA AFTER HER FATHER (FOR SOPHIA IS SPOKEN OF AS BEING HER FATHER), AND HOLY SPIRIT FROM THAT SPIRIT WHO IS ALONG WITH CHRIST. HAVING THEN OBTAINED A FORM, ALONG WITH INTELLIGENCE, AND BEING IMMEDIATELY DESERTED BY THAT LOGOS WHO HAD BEEN INVISIBLY PRESENT WITH HER--THAT IS, BY CHRIST--SHE STRAINED HERSELF TO DISCOVER THAT LIGHT WHICH HAD FORSAKEN HER, BUT COULD NOT AFFECT HER PURPOSE, INASMUCH AS SHE WAS PREVENTED BY HOROS. AND AS HOROS THUS OBSTRUCTED HER FURTHER PROGRESS, HE EXCLAIMED, IAO, (1) WHENCE, THEY SAY, THIS NAME IAO DERIVED ITS ORIGIN. AND WHEN SHE COULD NOT PASS BY HOROS ON ACCOUNT OF THAT PASSION IN WHICH SHE HAD BEEN INVOLVED, AND BECAUSE SHE ALONE HAD BEEN LEFT WITHOUT, SHE THEN RESIGNED HERSELF TO EVERY SORT OF THAT MANIFOLD AND VARIED STATE OF PASSION TO WHICH SHE WAS SUBJECT; AND THUS SHE SUFFERED GRIEF ON THE ONE HAND BECAUSE SHE HAD NOT OBTAINED THE OBJECT OF HER DESIRE, AND FEAR ON THE OTHER HAND, LEST LIFE ITSELF SHOULD FAIL HER, AS LIGHT HAD ALREADY DONE, WHILE, IN ADDITION, SHE WAS IN THE GREATEST PERPLEXITY. ALL THESE FEELINGS WERE ASSOCIATED WITH IGNORANCE. AND THIS IGNORANCE OF HERS WAS NOT LIKE THAT OF HER MOTHER, THE FIRST SOPHIA, AN AEON, DUE TO DEGENERACY BY MEANS OF PASSION, BUT TO AN [INNATE] OPPOSITION [OF NATURE TO KNOWLEDGE]. (2) MOREOVER, ANOTHER KIND OF PASSION FELL UPON HER HER (ACHAMOTH), NAMELY, THAT OF DESIRING TO RETURN TO HIM WHO GAVE HER LIFE. 
2. THIS COLLECTION [OF PASSIONS] THEY DECLARE WAS THE SUBSTANCE OF THE MATTER FROM WHICH THIS WORLD WAS FORMED. FOR FROM [HER DESIRE OF] RETURNING [TO HIM WHO GAVE HER LIFE], EVERY SOUL BELONGING TO THIS WORLD, AND THAT OF THE DEMIURGE (3) HIMSELF, DERIVED ITS ORIGIN. ALL OTHER THINGS OWED THEIR BEGINNING TO HER TERROR AND SORROW. FOR FROM HER TEARS ALL THAT IS OF A LIQUID NATURE WAS FORMED; FROM HER SMILE ALL THAT IS LUCENT; AND FROM HER GRIEF AND PERPLEXITY ALL THE CORPOREAL ELEMENTS OF THE WORLD. FOR AT ONE TIME, AS THEY AFFIRM, SHE WOULD WEEP AND LAMENT ON ACCOUNT OF BEING LEFT ALONE IN THE MIDST OF DARKNESS AND VACUITY; WHILE, AT ANOTHER TIME, REFLECTING ON THE LIGHT WHICH HAD FORSAKEN HER, SHE WOULD BE FILLED WITH JOY, AND LAUGH; THEN, AGAIN, SHE WOULD BE STRUCK WITH TERROR; OR, AT OTHER TIMES, WOULD SINK INTO CONSTERNATION AND BEWILDERMENT. 
3. NOW WHAT FOLLOWS FROM ALL THIS? NO LIGHT TRAGEDY COMES OUT OF IT, AS THE FANCY OF EVERY MAN AMONG THEM POMPOUSLY EXPLAINS, ONE IN ONE WAY, AND ANOTHER IN ANOTHER, FROM WHAT KIND OF PASSION AND FROM WHAT ELEMENT BEING DERIVED ITS ORIGIN. THEY HAVE GOOD REASON, AS SEEMS TO ME, WHY THEY SHOULD NOT FEEL INCLINED TO TEACH THESE THINGS TO ALL IN PUBLIC, BUT ONLY TO SUCH AS ARE ABLE TO PAY A HIGH PRICE FOR AN ACQUAINTANCE WITH SUCH PROFOUND MYSTERIES. FOR THESE DOCTRINES ARE NOT AT ALL SIMILAR TO THOSE OF WHICH OUR LORD SAID, "FREELY YE HAVE RECEIVED, FREELY GIVE."(4) THEY ARE, ON THE CONTRARY, ABSTRUSE, AND PORTENTOUS, AND PROFOUND MYSTERIES, TO BE GOT AT ONLY WITH GREAT LABOUR BY SUCH AS ARE IN LOVE WITH FALSEHOOD. FOR WHO WOULD NOT EXPEND LULL THAT HE POSSESSED, IF ONLY HE MIGHT LEARN IN RETURN, THAT FROM THE TEARS OF THE ENTHYMESIS OF THE AEON INVOLVED IN PASSION, SEAS, AND FOUNTAINS, AND RIVERS, AND EVERY LIQUID SUBSTANCE DERIVED ITS ORIGIN; THAT LIGHT BURST FORTH FROM HER SMILE; AND THAT FROM HER PERPLEXITY AND CONSTERNATION THE CORPOREAL ELEMENTS OF THE WORLD HAD THEIR FORMATION? 
4. I FEEL SOMEWHAT INCLINED MYSELF TO CONTRIBUTE A FEW HINTS TOWARDS THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR SYSTEM. FOR WHEN I PERCEIVE THAT WATERS ARE IN PART FRESH, SUCH AS FOUNTAINS, RIVERS, SHOWERS, AND SO ON, AND IN PART SALT; SUCH AS THOSE IN THE SEA, I REFLECT WITH MYSELF THAT ALL SUCH WATERS CANNOT BE DERIVED FROM HER TEARS, INASMUCH AS THESE ARE OF A SALINE QUALITY ONLY. IT IS CLEAR, THEREFORE, THAT THE WATERS WHICH ARE SALT ARE ALONE THOSE WHICH ARE DERIVED FROM HER TEARS. BUT IT IS PROBABLE THAT SHE, IN HER INTENSE AGONY AND PERPLEXITY, WAS COVERED WITH PERSPIRATION. AND HENCE, FOLLOWING OUT THEIR NOTION, WE MAY CONCEIVE THAT FOUNTAINS AND RIVERS, AND ALL THE FRESH WATER IN THE WORLD, ARE DUE TO THIS SOURCE. FOR IT IS DIFFICULT, SINCE WE KNOW THAT ALL TEARS ARE OF THE SAME QUALITY, TO BELIEVE THAT WATERS BOTH SALT AND FRESH PROCEEDED FROM THEM. THE MORE PLAUSIBLE SUPPOSITION IS, THAT SOME ARE FROM HER TEARS, AND SOME FROM HER PERSPIRATION. AND SINCE THERE ARE ALSO IN THE WORLD CERTAIN WATERS WHICH ARE HOT AND ACRID IN THEIR NATURE, THOU MUST BE LEFT TO GUESS THEIR ORIGIN, HOW AND WHENCE. SUCH ARE SOME OF THE RESULTS OF THEIR HYPOTHESIS. 
5. THEY GO ON TO STATE THAT, WHEN THE MOTHER ACHAMOTH HAD PASSED THROUGH ALL SORTS OF PASSION, AND HAD WITH DIFFICULTY ESCAPED FROM THEM, SHE TURNED HERSELF TO SUPPLICATE THE LIGHT WHICH HAD FORSAKEN HER, THAT IS, CHRIST. HE, HOWEVER, HAVING RETURNED TO THE PLEROMA, AND BEING PROBABLY UNWILLING AGAIN TO DESCEND FROM IT, SENT FORTH TO HER THE PARACLETE, THAT IS, THE SAVIOUR.(5) THIS BEING WAS ENDOWED WITH ALL POWER BY THE FATHER, WHO PLACED EVERYTHING UNDER HIS AUTHORITY, THE AEONS(6) DOING SO LIKEWISE, SO THAT "BY HIM WERE ALL THINGS, VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, CREATED, THRONES, DIVINITIES, DOMINIONS."(7) HE THEN WAS SENT TO HER ALONG WITH HIS CONTEMPORARY ANGELS. AND THEY RELATED THAT ACHAMOTH, FILLED WITH REVERENCE, AT FIRST VEILED HERSELF THROUGH MODESTY, BUT THAT BY AND BY, WHEN SHE HAD LOOKED UPON HIM WITH ALL HIS ENDOWMENTS, AND HAD ACQUIRED STRENGTH FROM HIS APPEARANCE, SHE RAN FORWARD TO MEET HIM. HE THEN IMPARTED TO HER FORM AS RESPECTED INTELLIGENCE, AND BROUGHT HEALING TO HER PASSIONS, SEPARATING THEM FROM HER, BUT NOT SO AS TO DRIVE THEM OUT OF THOUGHT ALTOGETHER. FOR IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE THAT THEY SHOULD BE ANNIHILATED AS IN THE FORMER CASE,(1) BECAUSE THEY HAD ALREADY TAKEN ROOT AND ACQUIRED STRENGTH [SO AS TO POSSESS AN INDESTRUCTIBLE EXISTENCE]. ALL THAT HE COULD DO WAS TO SEPARATE THEM AND SET THEM APART, AND THEN COMMINGLE AND CONDENSE THEM, SO AS TO TRANSMUTE THEM FROM INCORPOREAL PASSION INTO UNORGANIZED MATTER.(2) HE THEN BY THIS PROCESS CONFERRED UPON THEM A FITNESS AND A NATURE TO BECOME CONCRETIONS AND CORPOREAL STRUCTURES, IN ORDER THAT TWO SUBSTANCES SHOULD BE FORMED,--THE ONE EVIL, RESULTING FROM THE PASSIONS, AND THE OTHER SUBJECT INDEED TO SUFFERING, BUT ORIGINATING FROM HER CONVERSION. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT (I.E., ON ACCOUNT OF THIS HYPOSTATIZING OF IDEAL MATTER) THEY SAY THAT THE SAVIOUR VIRTUALLY(3) CREATED THE WORLD. BUT WHEN ACHAMOTH WAS FREED FROM HER PASSION, SHE GAZED WITH RAPTURE ON THE DAZZLING VISION OF THE ANGELS THAT WERE WITH HIM; AND IN HER ECSTASY, CONCEIVING BY THEM, THEY TELL US THAT SHE BROUGHT FORTH NEW BEINGS, PARTLY AFTER HER OVEN IMAGE, AND PARTLY A SPIRITUAL PROGENY AFTER THE IMAGE OF THE SAVIOUR'S ATTENDANTS. 
CHAP. V.--FORMATION OF THE DEMIURGE; DESCRIPTION OF HIM. HE IS THE CREATOR OF EVERYTHING OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA. 
1. THESE THREE KINDS OF EXISTENCE, THEN, HAVING, ACCORDING TO THEM, BEEN NOW FORMED, ONE FROM THE PASSION, WHICH WAS MATTER; A SECOND FROM THE CONVERSION, WHICH WAS ANIMAL; AND THE THIRD, THAT WHICH SHE (ACHAMOTH) HERSELF BROUGHT FORTH, WHICH WAS SPIRITUAL, SHE NEXT ADDRESSED HERSELF TO THE TASK OF GIVING THESE FORM. BUT SHE COULD NOT SUCCEED IN DOING THIS AS RESPECTED THE SPIRITUAL EXISTENCE, BECAUSE IT WAS OF THE SAME NATURE WITH HERSELF. SHE THEREFORE APPLIED HERSELF TO GIVE FORM TO THE ANIMAL SUBSTANCE WHICH HAD PROCEEDED FROM HER OWN CONVERSION, AND TO BRING FORTH TO LIGHT THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE SAVIOUR.(4) AND THEY SAY SHE FIRST FORMED OUT OF ANIMAL SUBSTANCE HIM WHO IS FATHER AND KING OF ALL THINGS, BOTH OF THESE WHICH ARE OF THE SAME NATURE WITH HIMSELF, THAT IS, ANIMAL SUBSTANCES, WHICH THEY ALSO CALL RIGHT-HANDED, AND THOSE WHICH SPRANG FROM THE PASSION, AND FROM MATTER, WHICH THEY CALL LEFT-HANDED. FOR THEY AFFIRM THAT HE FORMED ALL THE THINGS WHICH CAME INTO EXISTENCE AFTER HIM, BEING SECRETLY IMPELLED THERETO BY HIS MOTHER. FROM THIS CIRCUMSTANCE THEY STYLE HIM METROPATOR,(5) APATOR, DEMIURGE, AND FATHER, SAYING THAT HE IS FATHER OF THE SUBSTANCES ON THE RIGHT HAND, THAT IS, OF THE ANIMAL, BUT DEMIURGE OF THOSE ON THE LEFT, THAT IS, OF THE MATERIAL, WHILE HE IS AT THE SAME TIME THE KING OF ALL. FOR THEY SAY THAT THIS ENTHYMESIS, DESIROUS OF MAKING ALL THINGS TO THE HONOUR OF THE AEONS, FORMED IMAGES OF THEM, OR RATHER THAT THE SAVIOUR(6) DID SO THROUGH HER INSTRUMENTALITY. AND SHE, IN THE IMAGE(7) OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER, KEPT HERSELF CONCEALED FROM THE DEMIURGE. BUT HE WAS IN THE IMAGE OF THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, AND THE ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS CREATED BY HIM WERE IN THE IMAGE OF THE REST OF THE AEONS. 
2. THEY AFFIRM, THEREFORE, THAT HE WAS CONSTITUTED THE FATHER AND GOD OF EVERYTHING OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA, BEING THE CREATOR OF ALL ANIMAL AND MATERIAL SUBSTANCES. FOR HE IT WAS THAT DISCRIMINATED THESE TWO KINDS OF EXISTENCE HITHERTO CONFUSED, AND MADE CORPOREAL FROM INCORPOREAL SUBSTANCES, FASHIONED THINGS HEAVENLY AND EARTHLY, AND BECAME THE FRAMER (DEMIURGE) OF THINGS MATERIAL AND ANIMAL, OF THOSE ON THE RIGHT AND THOSE ON THE LEFT, OF THE LIGHT AND OF THE HEAVY, AND OF THOSE TENDING UPWARDS AS WELL AS OF THOSE TENDING DOWNWARDS. HE CREATED ALSO SEVEN HEAVENS, ABOVE WHICH THEY SAY THAT HE, THE DEMIURGE, EXISTS. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, THEY TERM HIM HEBDOMAS, AND HIS MOTHER ACHAMOTH OGDOADS, PRESERVING THE NUMBER OF THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN AND PRIMARY OGDOAD AS THE PLEROMA. THEY AFFIRM, MOREOVER, THAT THESE SEVEN HEAVENS ARE INTELLIGENT, AND SPEAK OF THEM AS BEING ANGELS, WHILE THEY REFER TO THE DEMIURGE HIMSELF AS BEING AN ANGEL BEARING A LIKENESS TO GOD; AND IN THE SAME STRAIN, THEY DECLARE THAT PARADISE, SITUATED ABOVE THE THIRD HEAVEN, IS A FOURTH ANGEL POSSESSED OF POWER, FROM WHOM ADAM DERIVED CERTAIN QUALITIES WHILE HE CONVERSED WITH HIM. 
3. THEY GO ON TO SAY THAT THE DEMIURGE IMAGINED THAT HE CREATED ALL THESE THINGS OF HIMSELF, WHILE HE IN REALITY MADE THEM IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE PRODUCTIVE POWER OF ACHAMOTH. HE FORMED THE HEAVENS, YET WAS IGNORANT OF THE HEAVENS; HE FASHIONED MAN, YET KNEW NOT MAN; HE BROUGHT TO LIGHT THE EARTH, YET HAD NO ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE EARTH; AND, IN LIKE MANNER. THEY DECLARE THAT HE WAS IGNORANT OF THE FORMS OF ALL THAT HE MADE, AND KNEW NOT EVEN OF THE EXISTENCE OF HIS OWN MOTHER, BUT IMAGINED THAT HE HIMSELF WAS ALL THINGS. THEY FURTHER AFFIRM THAT HIS MOTHER ORIGINATED THIS OPINION IN HIS MIND, BECAUSE SHE DESIRED TO BRING HIM FORTH POSSESSED OF SUCH A CHARACTER THAT HE SHOULD BE THE HEAD AND SOURCE OF HIS OWN ESSENCE, AND THE ABSOLUTE RULER OVER EVERY KIND OF OPERATION [THAT WAS AFTERWARDS ATTEMPTED]. THIS MOTHER THEY ALSO CALL OGDOAD, SOPHIA; TERRA, JERUSALEM, HOLY SPIRIT, AND, WITH A MASCULINE REFERENCE, LORD.(1) HER PLACE OF HABITATION IS AN INTERMEDIATE ONE, ABOVE THE DEMIURGE INDEED, BUT BELOW AND OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA, EVEN TO THE END.(2) 
4. AS, THEN, THEY REPRESENT ALL MATERIAL SUBSTANCE TO BE FORMED FROM THREE PASSIONS, VIZ., FEAR, GRIEF, AND PERPLEXITY, THE ACCOUNT THEY GIVE IS AS FOLLOWS: ANIMAL SUBSTANCES ORIGINATED FROM FEAR AND FROM CONVERSION; THE DEMIURGE THEY ALSO DESCRIBE AS OWING HIS ORIGIN TO CONVERSION; BUT THE EXISTENCE OF ALL THE OTHER ANIMAL SUBSTANCES THEY ASCRIBE TO FEAR, SUCH AS THE SOULS OF IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, AND OF WILD BEASTS, AND MEN. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, HE (THE DEMIURGE), BEING INCAPABLE OF RECOGNISING ANY SPIRITUAL ESSENCES, IMAGINED HIMSELF TO BE GOD ALONE, AND DECLARED THROUGH THE PROPHETS, "I AM GOD, AND BESIDES ME THERE IS NONE ELSE."(3) THEY FURTHER TEACH THAT THE SPIRITS OF WICKEDNESS DERIVED THEIR ORIGIN FROM GRIEF. HENCE THE DEVIL, WHOM THEY ALSO CALL COSMOCRATOR (THE RULER OF THE WORLD), AND THE DEMONS, AND THE ANGELS, AND EVERY WICKED SPIRITUAL BEING THAT EXISTS, FOUND THE SOURCE OF THEIR EXISTENCE. THEY REPRESENT THE DEMIURGE AS BEING THE SON OF THAT MOTHER OF THEIRS (ACHAMOTH), AND COSMOCRATOR AS THE CREATURE OF THE DEMIURGE. COSMOCRATOR HAS KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT IS ABOVE HIMSELF, BECAUSE HE IS A SPIRIT OF WICKEDNESS; BUT THE DEMIURGE IS IGNORANT OF SUCH THINGS, INASMUCH AS HE IS MERELY ANIMAL. THEIR MOTHER DWELLS IN THAT PLACE WHICH IS ABOVE THE HEAVENS, THAT IS, IN THE INTERMEDIATE ABODE; THE DEMIURGE IN THE HEAVENLY PLACE, THAT IS, IN THE HEBDOMAD; BUT THE COSMOCRATOR IN THIS OUR WORLD. THE CORPOREAL ELEMENTS OF THE WORLD, AGAIN, SPRANG, AS WE BEFORE REMARKED, FROM BEWILDERMENT AND PERPLEXITY, AS FROM A MORE IGNOBLE SOURCE. THUS, THE EARTH AROSE FROM HER STATE OF STUPOR; WATER FROM THE AGITATION CAUSED BY HER FEAR; AIR FROM THE CONSOLIDATION OF HER GRIEF; WHILE FIRE, PRODUCING DEATH AND CORRUPTION, WAS INHERENT IN ALL THESE ELEMENTS, EVEN AS THEY TEACH THAT IGNORANCE ALSO LAY CONCEALED IN THESE THREE PASSIONS. 
5. HAVING THUS FORMED THE WORLD, HE (THE DEMIURGE) ALSO CREATED THE EARTHY [PART OF] MAN, NOT TAKING HIM FROM THIS DRY EARTH, BUT FROM AN INVISIBLE SUBSTANCE CONSISTING OF FUSIBLE AND FLUID MATTER, AND THEN AFTERWARDS, AS THEY DEFINE THE PROCESS, BREATHED INTO HIM THE ANIMAL PART OF HIS NATURE. IT WAS THIS LATTER WHICH WAS CREATED AFTER HIS IMAGE AND LIKENESS. THE MATERIAL PART, INDEED, WAS VERY NEAR TO. GOD, SO FAR AS THE IMAGE WENT, BUT NOT OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE WITH HIM. THE ANIMAL, ON THE OTHER HAND, WAS SO IN RESPECT TO LIKENESS; AND HENCE HIS SUBSTANCE WAS CALLED THE SPIRIT OF LIFE, BECAUSE IT TOOK ITS RISE FROM A SPIRITUAL OUTFLOWING. AFTER ALL THIS, HE WAS, THEY SAY, ENVELOPED ALL ROUND WITH A COVERING OF SKIN; AND BY THIS THEY MEAN THE OUTWARD SENSITIVE FLESH. 
6. BUT THEY FURTHER AFFIRM THAT THE DEMIURGE HIMSELF WAS IGNORANT OF THAT OFFSPRING OF HIS MOTHER ACHAMOTH, WHICH SHE BROUGHT FORTH AS A CONSEQUENCE OF HER CONTEMPLATION OF THOSE ANGELS WHO WAITED ON THE SAVIOUR, AND WHICH WAS, LIKE HERSELF, OF A SPIRITUAL NATURE. SHE TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THIS IGNORANCE TO DEPOSIT IT (HER PRODUCTION) IN HIM WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE, IN ORDER THAT, BEING BY HIS INSTRUMENTALITY INFUSED INTO THAT ANIMAL SOUL PROCEEDING FROM HIMSELF, AND BEING THUS CARRIED AS IN A WOMB IN THIS MATERIAL BODY, WHILE IT GRADUALLY INCREASED IN STRENGTH, MIGHT IN COURSE OF TIME BECOME FITTED FOR THE RECEPTION OF PERFECT RATIONALITY.(4) THUS IT CAME TO PASS, THEN, ACCORDING TO THEM, THAT, WITHOUT ANY KNOWLEDGE ON THE PART OF THE DEMIURGE, THE MAN FORMED BY HIS INSPIRATION WAS AT THE SAME TIME, THROUGH AN UNSPEAKABLE PROVIDENCE, RENDERED A SPIRITUAL MAN BY THE SIMULTANEOUS INSPIRATION RECEIVED FROM SOPHIA. FOR, AS HE WAS IGNORANT OF HIS MOTHER, SO NEITHER DID HE RECOGNIZE HER OFFSPRING. THIS [OFFSPRING] THEY ALSO DECLARE TO BE THE ECCLESIA, AN EMBLEM OF THE ECCLESIA WHICH IS ABOVE. THIS, THEN, IS THE KIND OF MAN WHOM THEY CONCEIVE OF: HE HAS HIS ANIMAL SOUL FROM THE DEMIURGE, HIS BODY FROM THE EARTH, HIS FLESHY PART FROM MATTER, AND HIS SPIRITUAL MAN FROM THE MOTHER ACHAMOTH. 
CHAP. VI.--THE THREEFOLD KIND OF MAN FEIGNED BY THESE HERETICS: GOOD WORKS NEEDLESS FOR THEM, THOUGH NECESSARY TO OTHERS: THEIR ABANDONED MORALS. 
1. THERE BEING THUS THREE KINDS OF SUBSTANCES, THEY DECLARE OF ALL THAT IS MATERIAL (WHICH THEY ALSO DESCRIBE AS BEING "ON THE LEFT HAND") THAT IT MUST OF NECESSITY PERISH, INASMUCH AS IT IS INCAPABLE OF RECEIVING ANY AFFLATUS OF INCORRUPTION. AS TO EVERY ANIMAL EXISTENCE (WHICH THEY ALSO DENOMINATE "ON THE RIGHT HAND"), THEY HOLD THAT, INASMUCH AS IT IS A MEAN BETWEEN THE SPIRITUAL AND THE MATERIAL, IT PASSES TO THE SIDE TO WHICH INCLINATION DRAWS IT. SPIRITUAL SUBSTANCE, AGAIN, THEY DESCRIBE AS HAVING BEEN SENT FORTH FOR THIS END, THAT, BEING HERE UNITED WITH THAT WHICH IS ANIMAL, IT MIGHT ASSUME SHAPE, THE TWO ELEMENTS BEING SIMULTANEOUSLY SUBJECTED TO THE SAME DISCIPLINE. AND THIS THEY DECLARE TO BE "THE SALT"(1) AND "THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD." FOR THE ANIMAL SUBSTANCE HAD NEED OF TRAINING BY MEANS OF THE OUTWARD SENSES; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT THEY AFFIRM THAT THE WORLD WAS CREATED, AS WELL AS THAT THE SAVIOUR CAME TO THE ANIMAL SUBSTANCE (WHICH WAS POSSESSED OF FREE-WILL), THAT HE MIGHT SECURE FOR IT SALVATION. FOR THEY AFFIRM THAT HE RECEIVED THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THOSE WHOM HE WAS TO SAVE [AS FOLLOWS], FROM ACHAMOTH THAT WHICH WAS SPIRITUAL, WHILE HE WAS INVESTED BY THE DEMIURGE WITH THE ANIMAL CHRIST, BUT WAS BEGIRT(2) BY A [SPECIAL] DISPENSATION WITH A BODY ENDOWED WITH AN ANIMAL NATURE, YET CONSTRUCTED WITH UNSPEAKABLE SKILL, SO THAT IT MIGHT BE VISIBLE AND TANGIBLE, AND CAPABLE OF ENDURING SUFFERING. AT THE SAME TIME, THEY DENY THAT HE ASSUMED ANYTHING MATERIAL [INTO HIS NATURE], SINCE INDEED MATTER IS INCAPABLE OF SALVATION. THEY FURTHER HOLD THAT THE CONSUMMATION OF ALL THINGS WILL TAKE PLACE WHEN ALL THAT IS SPIRITUAL HAS BEEN FORMED AND PERFECTED BY GNOSIS (KNOWLEDGE); AND BY THIS THEY MEAN SPIRITUAL MEN WHO HAVE ATTAINED TO THE PERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, AND BEEN INITIATED INTO THESE MYSTERIES BY ACHAMOTH. AND THEY REPRESENT THEMSELVES TO BE THESE PERSONS. 
2. ANIMAL MEN, AGAIN, ARE INSTRUCTED IN ANIMAL THINGS; SUCH MEN, NAMELY, AS ARE ESTABLISHED BY THEIR WORKS, AND BY A MERE FAITH, WHILE THEY HAVE NOT PERFECT KNOWLEDGE. WE OF THE CHURCH, THEY SAY, ARE THESE PERSONS.(3) WHEREFORE ALSO THEY MAINTAIN THAT GOOD WORKS ARE NECESSARY TO US, FOR THAT OTHERWISE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE WE SHOULD BE SAVED. BUT AS TO THEMSELVES, THEY HOLD THAT THEY SHALL BE ENTIRELY AND UNDOUBTEDLY SAVED, NOT BY MEANS OF CONDUCT, BUT BECAUSE THEY ARE SPIRITUAL BY NATURE.(4) FOR, JUST AS IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT MATERIAL SUBSTANCE SHOULD PARTAKE OF SALVATION (SINCE, INDEED, THEY MAINTAIN THAT IT IS INCAPABLE OF RECEIVING IT), SO AGAIN IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT SPIRITUAL SUBSTANCE (BY WHICH THEY MEAN THEMSELVES) SHOULD EVER COME UNDER THE POWER OF CORRUPTION, WHATEVER THE SORT OF ACTIONS IN WHICH THEY INDULGED. FOR EVEN AS GOLD, WHEN SUBMERSED IN FILTH, LOSES NOT ON THAT ACCOUNT ITS BEAUTY, BUT RETAINS ITS OWN NATIVE QUALITIES, THE FILTH HAVING NO POWER TO INJURE THE GOLD, SO THEY AFFIRM THAT THEY CANNOT IN ANY MEASURE SUFFER HURT, OR LOSE THEIR SPIRITUAL SUBSTANCE, WHATEVER THE MATERIAL ACTIONS IN WHICH THEY MAY BE INVOLVED. 
3. WHEREFORE ALSO IT COMES TO PASS, THAT THE "MOST PERFECT" AMONG THEM ADDICT THEMSELVES WITHOUT FEAR TO ALL THOSE KINDS OF FORBIDDEN DEEDS OF WHICH THE SCRIPTURES ASSURE US THAT "THEY WHO DO SUCH THINGS SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD."(5) FOR INSTANCE, THEY MAKE NO SCRUPLE ABOUT EATING MEATS OFFERED IN SACRIFICE TO IDOLS, IMAGINING THAT THEY CAN IN THIS WAY CONTRACT NO DEFILEMENT. THEN, AGAIN, AT EVERY HEATHEN FESTIVAL CELEBRATED IN HONOUR OF THE IDOLS, THESE MEN ARE THE FIRST TO ASSEMBLE; AND TO SUCH A PITCH DO THEY GO, THAT SOME OF THEM DO NOT EVEN KEEP AWAY FROM THAT BLOODY SPECTACLE HATEFUL BOTH TO GOD AND MEN, IN WHICH GLADIATORS EITHER FIGHT WITH WILD BEASTS, OR SINGLY ENCOUNTER ONE ANOTHER. OTHERS OF THEM YIELD THEMSELVES UP TO THE LUSTS OF THE FLESH WITH THE UTMOST GREEDINESS, MAINTAINING THAT CARNAL THINGS SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO THE CARNAL NATURE, WHILE SPIRITUAL THINGS ARE PROVIDED FOR THE SPIRITUAL. SOME OF THEM, MOREOVER, ARE IN THE HABIT OF DEFILING THOSE WOMEN TO WHOM THEY HAVE TAUGHT THE ABOVE DOCTRINE, AS HAS FREQUENTLY BEEN CONFESSED BY THOSE WOMEN WHO HAVE BEEN LED ASTRAY BY CERTAIN OF THEM, ON THEIR RETURNING TO THE CHURCH OF GOD, AND ACKNOWLEDGING THIS ALONG WITH THE REST OF THEIR ERRORS. OTHERS OF THEM, TOO, OPENLY AND WITHOUT A BLUSH, HAVING BECOME PASSIONATELY ATTACHED TO CERTAIN WOMEN, SEDUCE THEM AWAY FROM THEIR HUSBANDS, AND CONTRACT MARRIAGES OF THEIR OWN WITH THEM. OTHERS OF THEM, AGAIN, WHO PRETEND AT FIRST. TO LIVE IN ALL MODESTY WITH THEM AS WITH SISTERS, HAVE IN COURSE OF TIME BEEN REVEALED IN THEIR TRUE COLOURS, WHEN THE SISTER HAS BEEN FOUND WITH CHILD BY HER [PRETENDED] BROTHER. 
4. AND COMMITTING MANY OTHER ABOMINATIONS AND IMPIETIES, THEY RUN US DOWN (WHO FROM THE FEAR OF GOD GUARD AGAINST SINNING EVEN IN THOUGHT OR WORD) AS UTTERLY CONTEMPTIBLE AND IGNORANT PERSONS, WHILE THEY HIGHLY EXALT THEMSELVES, AND CLAIM TO BE PERFECT, AND THE ELECT SEED. FOR THEY DECLARE THAT WE SIMPLY RECEIVE GRACE FOR USE, WHEREFORE ALSO IT WILL AGAIN BE TAKEN AWAY FROM US; BUT THAT THEY THEMSELVES HAVE GRACE AS THEIR OWN SPECIAL POSSESSION, WHICH HAS DESCENDED FROM ABOVE BY MEANS OF AN UNSPEAKABLE AND INDESCRIBABLE CONJUNCTION; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT MORE WILL BE GIVEN THEM.(6) THEY MAINTAIN, THEREFORE, THAT IN EVERY WAY IT IS ALWAYS NECESSARY FOR THEM TO PRACTICE THE MYSTERY OF CONJUNCTION. AND THAT THEY MAY PERSUADE THE THOUGHTLESS TO BELIEVE THIS, THEY ARE IN THE HABIT OF USING THESE VERY WORDS, "WHOSOEVER BEING IN THIS WORLD DOES NOT SO LOVE A WOMAN AS TO OBTAIN POSSESSION OF HER, IS NOT OF THE TRUTH, NOR SHALL ATTAIN TO THE TRUTH. BUT WHOSOEVER BEING OF(1) THIS WORLD HAS INTERCOURSE WITH WOMAN, SHALL NOT ATTAIN TO THE TRUTH, BECAUSE HE HAS SO ACTED UNDER THE POWER OF CONCUPISCENCE." ON THIS ACCOUNT, THEY TELL US THAT IT IS NECESSARY FOR US WHOM THEY CALL ANIMAL MEN, AND DESCRIBE AS BEING OF THE WORLD, TO PRACTICE CONTINENCE AND GOOD WORKS, THAT BY THIS MEANS WE MAY ATTAIN AT LENGTH TO THE INTERMEDIATE HABITATION, BUT THAT TO THEM WHO ARE CALLED "THE SPIRITUAL AND PERFECT" SUCH A COURSE OF CONDUCT IS NOT AT ALL NECESSARY. FOR IT IS NOT CONDUCT OF ANY KIND WHICH LEADS INTO THE PLEROMA, BUT THE SEED SENT FORTH THENCE IN A FEEBLE, IMMATURE STATE, AND HERE BROUGHT TO PERFECTION. 
CHAP. VII.--THE MOTHER ACHAMOTH, WHEN ALL HER SEED ARE PERFECTED, SHALL PASS INTO THE PLEROMA, ACCOMPANIED BY THOSE MEN WHO ARE SPIRITUAL; THE DEMIURGE, WITH ANIMAL MEN, SHALL PASS INTO THE INTERMEDIATE HABITATION; BUT ALL MATERIAL MEN SHALL GO INTO CORRUPTION. THEIR BLASPHEMOUS OPINIONS AGAINST THE TRUE INCARNATION OF CHRIST BY THE VIRGIN MARY. THEIR VIEWS AS TO THE PROPHECIES. STUPID IGNORANCE OF THE DEMIURGE. 
1. WHEN ALL THE SEED SHALL HAVE COME TO PERFECTION, THEY STATE THAT THEN THEIR MOTHER ACHAMOTH SHALL PASS FROM THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE, AND ENTER IN WITHIN THE PLEROMA, AND SHALL RECEIVE AS HER SPOUSE THE SAVIOUR, WHO SPRANG FROM ALL THE AEONS, THAT THUS A CONJUNCTION MAY BE FORMED BETWEEN THE SAVIOUR AND SOPHIA, THAT IS, ACHAMOTH. THESE, THEN, ARE THE BRIDEGROOM AND BRIDE, WHILE THE NUPTIAL CHAMBER IS THE FULL EXTENT OF THE PLEROMA. THE SPIRITUAL SEED, AGAIN, BEING DIVESTED OF THEIR ANIMAL SOULS,(2) AND BECOMING INTELLIGENT SPIRITS, SHALL IN AN IRRESISTIBLE AND INVISIBLE MANNER ENTER IN WITHIN THE PLEROMA, AND BE BESTOWED AS BRIDES ON THOSE ANGELS WHO WAIT UPON THE SAVIOUR. THE DEMIURGE HIMSELF WILL PASS INTO THE PLACE OF HIS MOTHER SOPHIA;(3) THAT IS, THE INTERMEDIATE HABITATION. IN THIS INTERMEDIATE PLACE, ALSO, SHALL THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS REPOSE; BUT NOTHING OF AN ANIMAL NATURE SHALL FIND ADMITTANCE TO THE PLEROMA. WHEN THESE THINGS HAVE TAKEN PLACE AS DESCRIBED, THEN SHALL THAT FIRE WHICH LIES HIDDEN IN THE WORLD BLAZE FORTH AND BUM; AND WHILE DESTROYING ALL MATTER, SHALL ALSO BE EXTINGUISHED ALONG WITH IT, AND HAVE NO FURTHER EXISTENCE. THEY AFFIRM THAT THE DEMIURGE WAS ACQUAINTED WITH NONE OF THESE THINGS BEFORE THE ADVENT OF THE SAVIOUR. 
2. THERE ARE ALSO SOME WHO MAINTAIN THAT HE ALSO PRODUCED CHRIST AS HIS OWN PROPER SON, BUT OF AN ANIMAL NATURE, AND THAT MENTION WAS(4) MADE OF HIM BY THE PROPHETS. THIS CHRIST PASSED THROUGH MARY(5) JUST AS WATER FLOWS THROUGH A TUBE; AND THERE DESCENDED UPON HIM IN THE FORM OF A DOVE IT THE TIME OF HIS BAPTISM, THAT SAVIOUR WHO BELONGED TO THE PLEROMA, AND WAS FORMED BY THE COMBINED EFFORTS OF ALL ITS INHABIT ANTS. IN HIM THERE EXISTED ALSO THAT SPIRITUAL SEED WHICH PROCEEDED FROM ACHAMOTH. THEY HOLD, ACCORDINGLY, THAT OUR LORD, WHILE PRESERVING THE TYPE OF THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN AND PRIMARY TETRAD, WAS COMPOUNDED OF THESE FOUR SUBSTANCES,--OF THAT WHICH IS SPIRITUAL, IN SO FAR AS HE WAS FROM ACHAMOTH; OF THAT WHICH IS ANIMAL, AS BEING FROM THE DEMIURGE BY A SPECIAL DISPENSATION, INASMUCH AS HE WAS FORMED [CORPOREALLY] WITH UNSPEAKABLE SKILL; AND OF THE SAVIOUR, AS RESPECTS THAT DOVE WHICH DESCENDED UPON HIM. HE ALSO CONTINUED FREE FROM ALL SUFFERING, SINCE INDEED IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE THAT HE SHOULD SUFFER WHO WAS AT ONCE INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND INVISIBLE. AND FOR THIS REASON, THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST, WHO HAD BEEN PLACED WITHIN HIM, WAS TAKEN AWAY WHEN HE WAS BROUGHT BEFORE PILATE. THEY MAINTAIN, FURTHER, THAT NOT EVEN THE SEED WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED FROM THE MOTHER [ACHAMOTH] WAS SUBJECT TO SUFFERING; FOR IT, TOO, WAS IMPASSIBLE, AS BEING SPIRITUAL, AND INVISIBLE EVEN TO THE DEMIURGE HIMSELF. IT FOLLOWS, THEN, ACCORDING TO THEM, THAT THE ANIMAL CHRIST, AND THAT WHICH HAD BEEN FORMED MYSTERIOUSLY BY A SPECIAL DISPENSATION, UNDERWENT SUFFERING, THAT THE MOTHER MIGHT EXHIBIT THROUGH HIM A TYPE OF THE CHRIST ABOVE, NAMELY, OF HIM WHO EXTENDED HIMSELF THROUGH STAUROS,(6) AND IMPARTED TO ACHAMOTH SHAPE, SO FAR AS SUBSTANCE WAS CONCERNED. FOR THEY DECLARE THAT ALL THESE TRANSACTIONS WERE COUNTERPARTS OF WHAT TOOK PLACE ABOVE. 
3. THEY MAINTAIN, MOREOVER, THAT THOSE SOULS WHICH POSSESS THE SEED OF ACHAMOTH ARE SUPERIOR TO THE REST, AND ARE MORE DEARLY LOVED BY THE DEMIURGE THAN OTHERS, WHILE HE KNOWS NOT THE TRUE CAUSE THEREOF, BUT IMAGINES THAT THEY ARE WHAT THEY ARE THROUGH HIS FAVOUR TOWARDS THEM. WHEREFORE, ALSO, THEY SAY HE DISTRIBUTED THEM TO PROPHETS, PRIESTS, AND KINGS; AND THEY DECLARE THAT MANY THINGS WERE SPOKEN(7) BY THIS SEED THROUGH THE PROPHETS, INASMUCH AS IT WAS ENDOWED WITH A TRANSCENDENTLY LOFTY NATURE. THEMOTHER ALSO, THEY SAY, SPAKE MUCH ABOUT THINGS ABOVE, AND THAT BOTH THROUGH HIM AND THROUGH THE SOULS WHICH WERE FORMED BY HIM. THEN, AGAIN, THEY DIVIDE THE PROPHECIES [INTO DIFFERENT CLASSES], MAINTAINING THAT ONE PORTION WAS UTTERED BY THE MOTHER, A SECOND BY HER SEED, AND A THIRD BY THE DEMIURGE. IN LIKE MANNER, THEY HOLD THAT JESUS UTTERED SOME THINGS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE SAVIOUR, OTHERS UNDER THAT OF THE MOTHER, AND OTHERS STILL UNDER THAT OF THE DEMIURGE, AS WE SHALL SHOW FURTHER ON IN OUR WORK. 
4. THE DEMIURGE, WHILE IGNORANT OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE HIGHER THAN HIMSELF, WAS INDEED EXCITED BY THE ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE [THROUGH THE PROPHETS], BUT TREATED THEM WITH CONTEMPT, ATTRIBUTING THEM SOMETIMES TO ONE CAUSE AND SOMETIMES TO ANOTHER; EITHER TO THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT (WHICH ITSELF POSSESSES THE POWER OF SELF-EXCITEMENT), OR TO [MERE UNASSISTED] MAN, OR THAT IT WAS SIMPLY A CRAFTY DEVICE OF THE LOWER [AND BASER ORDER OF MEN].(1) HE REMAINED THUS IGNORANT UNTIL THE APPEARING OF THE LORD. BUT THEY RELATE THAT WHEN THE SAVIOUR CAME, THE DEMIURGE LEARNED ALL THINGS FROM HIM, AND GLADLY WITH ALL, HIS POWER JOINED HIMSELF TO HIM. THEY MAINTAIN THAT HE IS THE CENTURION MENTIONED IN THE GOSPEL, WHO ADDRESSED THE SAVIOUR IN THESE WORDS: "FOR I ALSO AM ONE HAVING SOLDIERS AND SERVANTS UNDER MY AUTHORITY; AND WHATSOEVER I COMMAND THEY DO."(2) THEY FURTHER HOLD THAT HE WILL CONTINUE ADMINISTERING THE AFFAIRS OF THE WORLD AS LONG AS THAT IS FITTING AND NEEDFUL, AND SPECIALLY THAT HE MAY EXERCISE A CARE OVER THE CHURCH; WHILE AT THE SAME TIME HE IS INFLUENCED BY THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE REWARD PREPARED FOR HIM, NAMELY, THAT HE MAY ATTAIN TO THE HABITATION OF HIS MOTHER. 
5. THEY CONCEIVE, THEN, OF THREE KINDS OF MEN, SPIRITUAL, MATERIAL, AND ANIMAL, REPRESENTED BY CAIN, ABEL, AND SETH. THESE THREE NATURES ARE NO LONGER FOUND IN ONE PERSON,(3) BUT CONSTITUTE VARIOUS KINDS [OF MEN]. THE MATERIAL GOES, AS A MATTER OF COURSE, INTO CORRUPTION. THE ANIMAL, IF IT MAKES CHOICE OF THE BETTER PART, FINDS REPOSE IN THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE; BUT IF THE WORSE, IT TOO SHALL PASS INTO DESTRUCTION. BUT THEY ASSERT THAT THE SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES WHICH HAVE BEEN SOWN BY ACHAMOTH, BEING DISCIPLINED AND NOURISHED HERE FROM THAT TIME UNTIL NOW IN RIGHTEOUS SOULS (BECAUSE WHEN GIVEN FORTH BY HER THEY WERE YET BUT WEAK), AT LAST ATTAINING TO PERFECTION, SHALL BE GIVEN AS BRIDES TO THE ANGELS OF THE SAVIOUR, WHILE THEIR ANIMAL SOULS OF NECESSITY REST FOR EVER WITH THE DEMIURGE IN THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE. AND AGAIN, SUBDIVIDING THE ANIMAL SOULS THEMSELVES, THEY SAY THAT SOME ARE BY NATURE GOOD, AND OTHERS BY NATURE EVIL. THE GOOD ARE THOSE WHO BECOME CAPABLE OF RECEIVING THE [SPIRITUAL] SEED; THE EVIL BY NATURE ARE THOSE WHO ARE NEVER ABLE TO RECEIVE THAT SEED. 
CHAP. VIII.--HOW THE VALENTINIANS PERVERT THE SCRIPTURES TO SUPPORT THEIR OWN PIOUS OPINIONS. 
1. SUCH, THEN, IS THEIR SYSTEM, WHICH NEITHER THE PROPHETS ANNOUNCED, NOR THE LORD TAUGHT, NOR THE APOSTLES DELIVERED, BUT OF WHICH THEY BOAST THAT BEYOND ALL OTHERS THEY HAVE A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE. THEY GATHER THEIR VIEWS FROM OTHER SOURCES THAN THE SCRIPTURES;(4) AND, TO USE A COMMON PROVERB, THEY STRIVE TO WEAVE ROPES OF SAND, WHILE THEY ENDEAVOUR TO ADAPT WITH AN AIR OF PROBABILITY TO THEIR OWN PECULIAR ASSERTIONS THE PARABLES OF THE LORD, THE SAYINGS OF THE PROPHETS, AND THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLES, IN ORDER THAT THEIR SCHEME MAY NOT SEEM ALTOGETHER WITHOUT SUPPORT. IN DOING SO, HOWEVER, THEY DISREGARD THE ORDER AND THE CONNECTION OF THE SCRIPTURES, AND SO FAR AS IN THEM LIES, DISMEMBER AND DESTROY THE TRUTH. BY TRANSFERRING PASSAGES, AND DRESSING THEM UP ANEW, AND MAKING ONE THING OUT OF ANOTHER, THEY SUCCEED IN DELUDING MANY THROUGH THEIR WICKED ART IN ADAPTING THE ORACLES OF THE LORD TO THEIR OPINIONS. THEIR MANNER OF ACTING IS JUST AS IF ONE, WHEN A BEAUTIFUL IMAGE OF A KING HAS BEEN CONSTRUCTED BY SOME SKILLFUL ARTIST OUT OF PRECIOUS JEWELS, SHOULD THEN TAKE THIS LIKENESS OF THE MAN ALL TO PIECES, SHOULD REARRANGE THE GEMS, AND SO FIT THEM TOGETHER AS TO MAKE THEM INTO THE FORM OF A DOG OR OF A FOX, AND EVEN THAT BUT POORLY EXECUTED; AND SHOULD THEN MAINTAIN AND DECLARE THAT THIS WAS THE BEAUTIFUL IMAGE OF THE KING WHICH THE SKILLFUL ARTIST CONSTRUCTED, POINTING TO THE JEWELS WHICH HAD BEEN ADMIRABLY FITTED TOGETHER BY THE FIRST ARTIST TO FORM THE IMAGE OF THE KING, BUT HAVE BEEN WITH BAD EFFECT TRANSFERRED BY THE LATTER ONE TO THE SHAPE OF A DOG, AND BY THUS EXHIBITING THE JEWELS, SHOULD DECEIVE THE IGNORANT WHO HAD NO CONCEPTION WHAT A KING'S FORM WAS LIKE, AND PERSUADE THEM THAT THAT MISERABLE LIKENESS OF THE FOX WAS, IN FACT, THE BEAUTIFUL IMAGE OF THE KING. IN LIKE MANNER DO THESE PERSONS PATCH TOGETHER OLD WIVES' FABLES, AND THEN ENDEAVOUR, BY VIOLENTLY DRAWING AWAY FROM THEIR PROPER CONNECTION, WORDS, EXPRESSIONS, AND PARABLES WHENEVER FOUND, TO ADAPT THE ORACLES OF GOD TO THEIR BASELESS FICTIONS. WE HAVE ALREADY STATED HOW FAR THEY PROCEED IN THIS WAY WITH RESPECT TO THE INTERIOR OF THE PLEROMA. 
2. THEN, AGAIN, AS TO THOSE THINGS OUTSIDE OF THEIR PLEROMA, THE FOLLOWING ARE SOME SPECIMENS OF WHAT THEY ATTEMPT TO ACCOMMODATE OUT OF THE SCRIPTURES TO THEIR OPINIONS. THEY AFFIRM THAT THE LORD CAME IN THE LAST TIMES OF THE WORLD TO ENDURE SUFFERING, FOR THIS END, THAT HE MIGHT INDICATE THE PASSION WHICH OCCURRED TO THE LAST OF THE AEONS, AND MIGHT BY HIS OWN END ANNOUNCE THE CESSATION OF THAT DISTURBANCE WHICH HAD RISEN AMONG THE AEONS. THEY MAINTAIN, FURTHER, THAT THAT GIRL OF TWELVE YEARS OLD, THE DAUGHTER OF THE RULER OF THE SYNAGOGUE,(1) TO WHOM THE LORD APPROACHED AND RAISED HER FROM THE DEAD, WAS A TYPE OF ACHAMOTH, TO WHOM THEIR CHRIST, BY EXTENDING HIMSELF, IMPARTED SHAPE, AND WHOM HE LED ANEW TO THE PERCEPTION OF THAT LIGHT WHICH HAD FORSAKEN HER. AND THAT THE SAVIOUR APPEARED TO HER WHEN SHE LAY OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA AS A KIND OF ABORTION, THEY AFFIRM PAUL TO HAVE DECLARED IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS [IN THESE WORDS], "AND LAST OF ALL, HE APPEARED TO ME ALSO, AS TO ONE BORN OUT OF DUE TIME."(2) AGAIN, THE COMING OF THE SAVIOUR WITH HIS ATTENDANTS TO ACHAMOTH IS DECLARED IN LIKE MANNER BY HIM IN THE SAME EPISTLE, WHEN HE SAYS, "A WOMAN OUGHT TO HAVE A VEIL UPON HER HEAD, BECAUSE OF THE ANGELS."(3) NOW, THAT ACHAMOTH, WHEN THE SAVIOUR CAME TO HER, DREW A VEIL OVER HERSELF THROUGH MODESTY, MOSES RENDERED MANIFEST WHEN HE PUT A VEIL UPON HIS FACE. THEN, ALSO, THEY SAY THAT THE PASSIONS WHICH SHE ENDURED WERE INDICATED BY THE LORD UPON THE CROSS. THUS, WHEN HE SAID, "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?"(4) HE SIMPLY SHOWED THAT SOPHIA WAS DESERTED BY THE LIGHT, AND WAS RESTRAINED BY HOROS FROM MAKING ANY ADVANCE FORWARD. HER ANGUISH, AGAIN, WAS INDICATED WHEN HE SAID, "MY SOUL IS EXCEEDING SORROWFUL, EVEN UNTO DEATH;"(5) HER FEAR BY THE WORDS, "FATHER, IF IT BE POSSIBLE, LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME;"(6) AND HER PERPLEXITY, TOO, WHEN HE SAID, "AND WHAT I SHALL SAY, I KNOW NOT."(7) 
3. AND THEY TEACH THAT HE POINTED OUT THE THREE KINDS OF MEN AS FOLLOWS: THE MATERIAL, WHEN HE SAID TO HIM THAT ASKED HIM, "SHALL I FOLLOW THEE?"(8) "THE SON OF MAN HATH NOT WHERE TO LAY HIS HEAD;"-- THE ANIMAL, WHEN HE SAID TO HIM THAT DECLARED, "I WILL FOLLOW THEE, BUT SUFFER ME FIRST TO BID THEM FAREWELL THAT ARE IN MY HOUSE," "NO MAN, PUTTING HIS HAND TO THE PLOUGH, AND LOOKING BACK, IS FIT FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN"(9) (FOR THIS MAN THEY DECLARE TO BE OF THE INTERMEDIATE CLASS, EVEN AS THEY DO THAT OTHER WHO, THOUGH HE PROFESSED TO HAVE WROUGHT A LARGE AMOUNT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, YET REFUSED TO FOLLOW HIM, AND WAS SO OVERCOME BY [THE LOVE OF] RICHES, AS NEVER TO REACH PERFECTION)--THIS ONE IT PLEASES THEM TO PLACE IN THE ANIMAL CLASS;--THE SPIRITUAL, AGAIN, WHEN HE SAID, "LET THE DEAD BURY THEIR DEAD, BUT GO THOU AND PREACH THE KINGDOM OF GOD,"(10) AND WHEN HE SAID TO ZACCHEUS THE PUBLICAN, "MAKE HASTE, AND COME DOWN, FOR TO-DAY I MUST ABIDE IN THINE HOUSE"(11)--FOR THESE THEY DECLARED TO HAVE BELONGED TO THE SPIRITUAL CLASS. ALSO, THE PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN WHICH THE WOMAN IS DESCRIBED AS HAVING HID IN THREE MEASURES OF MEAL, THEY DECLARE TO MAKE MANIFEST THE THREE CLASSES. FOR, ACCORDING TO THEIR TEACHING, THE WOMAN REPRESENTED SOPHIA; THE THREE MEASURES OF MEAL, THE THREE KINDS OF MEN-- SPIRITUAL, ANIMAL, AND MATERIAL; WHILE THE LEAVEN DENOTED THE SAVIOUR HIMSELF. PAUL, TOO, VERY PLAINLY SET FORTH THE MATERIAL, ANIMAL, AND SPIRITUAL, SAYING IN ONE PLACE, "AS IS THE EARTHY, SUCH ARE THEY ALSO THAT ARE EARTHY;"(12) AND IN ANOTHER PLACE, "BUT THE ANIMAL MAN RECEIVETH NOT THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT;"(13) AND AGAIN: "HE THAT IS SPIRITUAL JUDGETH ALL THINGS."(14) AND THIS, "THE ANIMAL MAN RECEIVETH NOT THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT," THEY AFFIRM TO HAVE BEEN SPOKEN CONCERNING THE DEMIURGE, WHO, AS BEING ANIMAL, KNEW NEITHER HIS MOTHER WHO WAS SPIRITUAL, NOR HER SEED, NOR THE AEONS IN THE PLEROMA. AND THAT THE SAVIOUR RECEIVED FIRST-FRUITS OF THOSE WHOM HE WAS TO SAVE, PAUL DECLARED WHEN HE SAID, "AND IF THE FIRST-FRUITS BE HOLY, THE LUMP IS ALSO HOLY,"(15) TEACHING THAT THE EXPRESSION "FIRST- FRUITS" DENOTED THAT WHICH IS SPIRITUAL, BUT THAT "THE LUMP" MEANT US, THAT IS, THE ANIMAL CHURCH, THE LUMP OF WHICH THEY SAY HE ASSUMED, AND BLENDED IT WITH HIMSELF, INASMUCH AS HE IS "THE LEAVEN." 
4. MOREOVER, THAT ACHAMOTH WANDERED BEYOND THE PLEROMA, AND RECEIVED FORM FROM CHRIST, AND WAS SOUGHT AFTER BY THE SAVIOUR, THEY DECLARE THAT HE INDICATED WHEN HE SAID, THAT HE HAD COME AFTER THAT SHEEP WHICH WAS GONE ASTRAY.(16) FOR THEY EXPLAIN THE WANDERING SHEEP TO MEAN THEIR MOTHER, BY WHOM THEY REPRESENT THE CHURCH AS HAVING BEEN SOWN. THE WANDERING ITSELF DENOTES HER STAY OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA IN A STATE OF VARIED PASSION, FROM WHICH THEY MAINTAIN THAT MATTER DERIVED ITS ORIGIN. THE WOMAN, AGAIN, WHO SWEEPS THE HOUSE AND FINDS THE PIECE OF MONEY, THEY DECLARE TO DENOTE THE SOPHIA ABOVE, WHO, HAVING LOST HER ENTHYMESIS, AFTERWARDS RECOVERED IT, ON ALL THINGS BEING PURIFIED BY THE ADVENT OF THE SAVIOUR. WHEREFORE THIS SUBSTANCE ALSO, ACCORDING TO THEM, WAS REINSTATED IN PLEROMA. THEY SAY, TOO, THAT SIMEON, "WHO TOOK CHRIST INTO HIS ARMS, AND GAVE THANKS TO GOD, AND SAID, LORD, NOW LETTEST THOU THY SERVANT DEPART IN PEACE, ACCORDING TO THY WORD,"(1) WAS A TYPE OF THE DEMIURGE, WHO, ON THE ARRIVAL OF THE SAVIOUR, LEARNED HIS OWN CHANGE OF PLACE, AND GAVE THANKS TO BYTHUS. THEY ALSO ASSERT THAT BY ANNA, WHO IS SPOKEN OF IN THE GOSPEL(2) AS A PROPHETESS, AND WHO, AFTER LIVING SEVEN YEARS WITH HER HUSBAND, PASSED ALL THE REST OF HER LIFE IN WIDOWHOOD UNTIL SHE SAW THE SAVIOUR, AND RECOGNISED HIM, AND SPOKE OF HIM TO ALL, WAS MOST PLAINLY INDICATED ACHAMOTH, WHO, HAVING FOR A LITTLE WHILE LOOKED UPON THE SAVIOUR WITH HIS ASSOCIATES, AND DWELLING ALL THE REST OF THE TIME IN THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE, WAITED FOR HIM TILL HE SHOULD COME AGAIN, AND RESTORE HER TO HER PROPER CONSORT. HER NAME, TOO, WAS INDICATED BY THE SAVIOUR, WHEN HE SAID, "YET WISDOM IS JUSTIFIED BY HER CHILDREN."(3) THIS, TOO, WAS DONE BY PAUL IN THESE WORDS," BUT WE SPEAK WISDOM AMONG THEM THAT ARE PERFECT."(4) THEY DECLARE ALSO THAT PAUL HAS REFERRED TO THE CONJUNCTIONS WITHIN THE PLEROMA, SHOWING THEM FORTH BY MEANS OF ONE; FOR, WHEN WRITING OF THE CONJUGAL UNION IN THIS LIFE, HE EXPRESSED HIMSELF THUS: "THIS IS A GREAT MYSTERY, BUT I SPEAK CONCERNING CHRIST AND THE CHURCH."(5) 
[bookmark: 1-8-5]5. FURTHER, THEY TEACH THAT JOHN, THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD, INDICATED THE FIRST OGDOAD, EXPRESSING THEMSELVES IN THESE WORDS: JOHN, THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD, WISHING TO SET FORTH THE ORIGIN OF ALL THINGS, SO AS TO EXPLAIN HOW THE FATHER PRODUCED THE WHOLE, LAYS DOWN A CERTAIN PRINCIPLE,--THAT, NAMELY, WHICH WAS FIRST-BEGOTTEN BY GOD, WHICH BEING HE HAS TERMED BOTH THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON AND GOD, IN WHOM THE FATHER, AFTER A SEMINAL MANNER, BROUGHT FORTH ALL THINGS. BY HIM THE WORD WAS PRODUCED, AND IN HIM THE WHOLE SUBSTANCE OF THE AEONS, TO WHICH THE WORD HIMSELF AFTERWARDS IMPARTED FORM. SINCE, THEREFORE, HE TREATS OF THE FIRST ORIGIN OF THINGS, HE RIGHTLY PROCEEDS IN HIS TEACHING FROM THE BEGINNING, THAT IS, FROM GOD AND THE WORD. AND HE EXPRESSES HIMSELF THUS: "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD; THE SAME WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD."(6) HAVING FIRST OF ALL DISTINGUISHED THESE THREE--GOD, THE BEGINNING, AND THE WORD--HE AGAIN UNITES THEM, THAT HE MAY EXHIBIT THE PRODUCTION OF EACH OF THEM, THAT IS, OF THE SON AND OF THE WORD, AND MAY AT THE SAME TIME SHOW THEIR UNION WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND WITH THE FATHER. FOR "THE BEGINNING" IS IN THE FATHER, AND OF THE FATHER, WHILE "THE WORD" IS IN THE BEGINNING, AND OF THE BEGINNING. VERY PROPERLY, THEN, DID HE SAY, "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD," FOR HE WAS IN THE SON; "AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD," FOR HE WAS THE BEGINNING; "AND THE WORD WAS GOD," OF COURSE, FOR THAT WHICH IS BEGOTTEN OF GOD IS GOD. "THE SAME WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD"--THIS CLAUSE DISCLOSES THE ORDER OF PRODUCTION. "ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOTHING MADE;"(7) FOR THE WORD WAS THE AUTHOR OF FORM AND BEGINNING TO ALL THE AEONS THAT CAME INTO EXISTENCE AFTER HIM. BUT "WHAT WAS MADE IN HIM," SAYS JOHN, "IS LIFE."(8) HERE AGAIN HE INDICATED CONJUNCTION; FOR ALL THINGS, HE SAID, WERE MADE BY HIM, BUT IN HIM WAS LIFE. THIS, THEN, WHICH IS IN HIM, IS MORE CLOSELY CONNECTED WITH HIM THAN THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE SIMPLY MADE BY HIM, FOR IT EXISTS ALONG WITH HIM, AND IS DEVELOPED BY HIM. WHEN, AGAIN, HE ADDS, "AND THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN," WHILE THUS MENTIONING ANTHROPOS, HE INDICATED ALSO ECCLESIA BY THAT ONE EXPRESSION, IN ORDER THAT, BY USING ONLY ONE NAME, HE MIGHT DISCLOSE THEIR FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER, IN VIRTUE OF THEIR CONJUNCTION. FOR ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA SPRING FROM LOGOS AND ZOE. MOREOVER, HE STYLED LIFE (ZOE) THE LIGHT OF MEN, BECAUSE THEY ARE ENLIGHTENED BY HER, THAT IS, FORMED AND MADE MANIFEST. THIS ALSO PAUL DECLARES IN THESE WORDS: "FOR WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST IS LIGHT."(9) SINCE, THEREFORE, ZOE MANIFESTED AND BEGAT BOTH ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA, SHE IS TERMED THEIR LIGHT. THUS, THEN, DID JOHN BY THESE WORDS REVEAL BOTH OTHER THINGS AND THE SECOND TETRAD, LOGOS AND ZOE, ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA. AND STILL FURTHER, HE ALSO INDICATED THE FIRST TETRAD. FOR, IN DISCOURSING OF THE SAVIOUR AND DECLARING THAT ALL THINGS BEYOND THE PLEROMA RECEIVED FORM FROM HIM, HE SAYS THAT HE IS THE FRUIT OF THE ENTIRE PLEROMA. FOR HE STYLES HIM A "LIGHT WHICH SHINETH IN DARKNESS, AND WHICH WAS NOT COMPREHENDED"(10) BY IT, INASMUCH AS, WHEN HE IMPARTED FORM TO ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH HAD THEIR ORIGIN FROM PASSION, HE WAS NOT KNOWN BY IT.(11) HE ALSO STYLES HIM SON, AND ALETHEIA, AND ZOE, AND THE "WORD MADE FLESH, WHOSE GLORY," HE SAYS, "WE BEHELD; AND HIS GLORY WAS AS THAT OF THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN (GIVEN TO HIM BY THE FATHER), FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH."(12) (BUT WHAT JOHN REALLY DOES SAY IS THIS: "AND THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH, AND DWELT AMONG US; AND WE BEHELD HIS GLORY, THE GLORY AS OF THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER, FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH."(1)) THUS, THEN, DOES HE [ACCORDING TO THEM] DISTINCTLY SET FORTH THE FIRST TETRAD, WHEN HE SPEAKS OF THE FATHER, AND CHARIS, AND MONOGENES, AND ALETHEIA. IN THIS WAY, TOO, DOES JOHN TELL OF THE FIRST OGDOAD, AND THAT WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF ALL THE AEONS. FOR HE MENTIONS THE FATHER, AND CHARIS, AND MONOGENES, AND ALETHEIA, AND LOGOS, AND ZOE, AND ANTHROPOS, AND ECCLESIA. SUCH ARE THE VIEWS OF PTOLEMAEUS.(2) 
CHAP. IX.--REFUTATION OF THE IMPIOUS INTERPRETATIONS OF THESE HERETICS. 
1. YOU SEE, MY FRIEND, THE METHOD WHICH THESE MEN EMPLOY TO DECEIVE THEMSELVES, WHILE THEY ABUSE THE SCRIPTURES BY ENDEAVOURING TO SUPPORT THEIR OWN SYSTEM OUT OF THEM. FOR THIS REASON, I HAVE BROUGHT FORWARD THEIR MODES OF EXPRESSING THEMSELVES, THAT THUS THOU MIGHTEST UNDERSTAND THE DECEITFULNESS OF THEIR PROCEDURE, AND THE WICKEDNESS OF THEIR ERROR. FOR, IN THE FIRST PLACE, IF IT HAD BEEN JOHN'S INTENTION TO SET FORTH THAT OGDOAD ABOVE, HE WOULD SURELY HAVE PRESERVED THE ORDER OF ITS PRODUCTION, AND WOULD DOUBTLESS HAVE PLACED THE PRIMARY TETRAD FIRST AS BEING, ACCORDING TO THEM, MOST VENERABLE AND WOULD THEN HAVE ANNEXED THE SECOND, THAT, BY THE SEQUENCE OF THE NAMES, THE ORDER OF THE OGDOAD MIGHT BE EXHIBITED, AND NOT AFTER SO LONG AN INTERVAL, AS IF FORGETFUL FOR THE MOMENT AND THEN AGAIN CALLING THE MATTER TO MIND, HE, LAST OF ALL, MADE MENTION OF THE PRIMARY TETRAD. IN THE NEXT PLACE, IF HE HAD MEANT TO INDICATE THEIR CONJUNCTIONS, HE CERTAINLY WOULD NOT HAVE OMITTED THE NAME OF ECCLESIA; WHILE, WITH RESPECT TO THE OTHER CONJUNCTIONS, HE EITHER WOULD HAVE BEEN SATISFIED WITH THE MENTION OF THE MALE [AEONS] (SINCE THE OTHERS [LIKE ECCLESIA] MIGHT BE UNDERSTOOD), SO AS TO PRESERVE A UNIFORMITY THROUGHOUT; OR IF HE ENUMERATED THE CONJUNCTIONS OF THE REST, HE WOULD ALSO HAVE ANNOUNCED THE SPOUSE OF ANTHROPOS, AND WOULD NOT HAVE LEFT US TO FIND OUT HER NAME BY DIVINATION. 
2. THE FALLACY, THEN, OF THIS EXPOSITION IS MANIFEST. FOR WHEN JOHN, PROCLAIMING ONE GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, AND ONE JESUS CHRIST, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN, BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, DECLARES THAT THIS WAS THE SON OF GOD, THIS THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN, THIS THE FORMER OF ALL THINGS, THIS THE TRUE LIGHT WHO ENLIGHTENETH EVERY MAN THIS THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD, THIS HE THAT CAME TO HIS OWN, THIS HE THAT BECAME FLESH AND DWELT AMONG US,--THESE MEN, BY A PLAUSIBLE KIND OF EXPOSITION, PERVERTING THESE STATEMENTS, MAINTAIN THAT THERE WAS ANOTHER MONOGENES, ACCORDING TO PRODUCTION, WHOM THEY ALSO STYLE ARCHE. THEY ALSO MAINTAIN THAT THERE WAS ANOTHER SAVIOUR, AND ANOTHER LOGOS, THE SON OF MONOGENES, AND ANOTHER CHRIST PRODUCED FOR THE RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PLEROMA. THUS, IT IS THAT, WRESTING FROM THE TRUTH EVERY ONE OF THE EXPRESSIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN CITED, AND TAKING A BAD ADVANTAGE OF THE NAMES, THEY HAVE TRANSFERRED THEM TO THEIR OWN SYSTEM; SO THAT, ACCORDING TO THEM, IN ALL THESE TERMS JOHN MAKES NO MENTION OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. FOR IF HE HAS NAMED THE FATHER, AND CHARIS, AND MONOGENES, AND ALETHEIA, AND LOGOS, AND ZOE, AND ANTHROPOS, AND ECCLESIA, ACCORDING TO THEIR HYPOTHESIS, HE HAS, BY THUS SPEAKING, REFERRED TO THE PRIMARY OGDOAD, IN WHICH THERE WAS AS YET NO JESUS, AND NO CHRIST, THE TEACHER OF JOHN. BUT THAT THE APOSTLE DID NOT SPEAK CONCERNING THEIR CONJUNCTIONS, BUT CONCERNING OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHOM HE ALSO ACKNOWLEDGES AS THE WORD OF GOD, HE HIMSELF HAS MADE EVIDENT. FOR, SUMMING UP HIS STATEMENTS RESPECTING THE WORD PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED BY HIM, HE FURTHER DECLARES, "AND THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH, AND DWELT AMONG US." BUT, ACCORDING TO THEIR HYPOTHESIS, THE WORD DID NOT BECOME FLESH AT ALL, INASMUCH AS HE NEVER WENT OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA, BUT THAT SAVIOUR [BECAME FLESH] WHO WAS FORMED BY A SPECIAL DISPENSATION [OUT OF ALL THE AEONS], AND WAS OF LATER DATE THAN THE WORD. 
3. LEARN THEN, YE FOOLISH MEN, THAT JESUS WHO SUFFERED FOR US, AND WHO DWELT AMONG US, IS HIMSELF THE WORD OF GOD. FOR IF ANY OTHER OF THE AEONS HAD BECOME FLESH FOR OUR SALVATION, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN PROBABLE THAT THE APOSTLE SPOKE OF ANOTHER. BUT IF THE WORD OF THE FATHER WHO DESCENDED IS THE SAME ALSO THAT ASCENDED, HE, NAMELY, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON OF THE ONLY GOD, WHO, ACCORDING TO THE GOOD PLEASURE OF THE FATHER, BECAME FLESH FOR THE SAKE OF MEN, THE APOSTLE CERTAINLY DOES NOT SPEAK REGARDING ANY OTHER, OR CONCERNING ANY OGDOAD, BUT RESPECTING OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. FOR, ACCORDING TO THEM, THE WORD DID NOT ORIGINALLY BECOME FLESH. FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT THE SAVIOUR ASSUMED AN ANIMAL BODY, FORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH A SPECIAL DISPENSATION BY AN UNSPEAKABLE PROVIDENCE, SO AS TO BECOME VISIBLE AND PALPABLE. BUT FLESH IS THAT WHICH WAS OF OLD FORMED FOR ADAM BY GOD OUT OF THE DUST, AND IT IS THIS THAT JOHN HAS DECLARED THE WORD OF GOD BECAME. THUS, IS THEIR PRIMARY AND FIRST-BEGOTTEN OGDOAD BROUGHT TO NOUGHT. FOR, SINCE LOGOS, AND MONOGENES, AND ZOE, AND PHOS, AND SORER, AND CHRISTUS, AND THE SON OF GOD, AND HE WHO BECAME INCARNATE FOR US, HAVE BEEN PROVED TO BE ONE AND THE SAME, THE OGDOAD WHICH THEY HAVE BUILT UP AT ONCE FALLS TO PIECES. AND WHEN THIS IS DESTROYED, THEIR WHOLE SYSTEM SINKS INTO RUIN, A SYSTEM WHICH THEY FALSELY DREAM INTO EXISTENCE, AND THUS INFLICT INJURY ON THE SCRIPTURES, WHILE THEY BUILD UP THEIR OWN HYPOTHESIS. 
4. THEN, AGAIN, COLLECTING A SET OF EXPRESSIONS AND NAMES SCATTERED HERE AND THERE [IN SCRIPTURE], THEY TWIST THEM, AS WE HAVE ALREADY SAID, FROM A NATURAL TO A NON-NATURAL SENSE. IN SO DOING, THEY ACT LIKE THOSE WHO BRING FORWARD ANY KIND OF HYPOTHESIS THEY FANCY, AND THEN ENDEAVOUR TO SUPPORT(1) THEM OUT OF THE POEMS OF HOMER, SO THAT THE IGNORANT IMAGINE THAT HOMER ACTUALLY COMPOSED THE VERSES BEARING UPON THAT HYPOTHESIS, WHICH HAS, IN FACT, BEEN BUT NEWLY CONSTRUCTED; AND MANY OTHERS ARE LED SO FAR BY THE REGULARLY-FORMED SEQUENCE OF THE VERSES, AS TO DOUBT WHETHER HOMER MAY NOT HAVE COMPOSED THEM. OF THIS KIND(2) IS THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE, WHERE ONE, DESCRIBING HERCULES AS HAVING BEEN SENT BY EURYSTHEUS TO THE DOG IN THE INFERNAL REGIONS, DOES SO BY MEANS OF THESE HOMERIC VERSES,-- FOR THERE CAN BE NO OBJECTION TO OUR CITING THESE BY WAY OF ILLUSTRATION, SINCE THE SAME SORT OF ATTEMPT APPEARS IN BOTH:-- 
"THUS SAYING, THERE SENT FORTH FROM HIS HOUSE DEEPLY GROANING."-- OD., X. 76. "THE HERO HERCULES CONVERSANT WITH MIGHTY DEEDS."--OD., XXI. 26. EURYSTHEUS, THE SON OF STHENELUS, DESCENDED FROM PERSEUS."--IL., XIX. 123. "THAT HE MIGHT BRING FROM EREBUS THE DOG OF GLOOMY PLUTO."--IL., VIII. 368. "AND HE ADVANCED LIKE A MOUNTAIN-BRED LION CONFIDENT OF STRENGTH."--OD., VI. 130. "RAPIDLY THROUGH THE CITY, WHILE ALL HIS FRIENDS FOLLOWED."--IL., XXIV. 327. "BOTH MAIDENS, AND YOUTHS, AND MUCH-ENDURING OLD MEN."--OD., XI. 38. "MOURNING FOR HIM BITTERLY AS ONE GOING FORWARD TO DEATH."--IL., XXIV. 328. "BUT MERCURY AND THE BLUE-EYED MINERVA CONDUCTED HIM."--OD., XI. 626. "FOR SHE KNEW THE MIND OF HER BROTHER, HOW IT LABOURED WITH GRIEF."--IL., II. 409. 
NOW, WHAT SIMPLE-MINDED MAN, I ASK, WOULD NOT BE LED AWAY BY SUCH VERSES AS THESE TO THINK THAT HOMER ACTUALLY FRAMED THEM SO WITH REFERENCE TO THE SUBJECT INDICATED? BUT HE WHO IS ACQUAINTED WITH THE HOMERIC WRITINGS WILL RECOGNIZE THE VERSES INDEED, BUT NOT THE SUBJECT TO WHICH THEY ARE APPLIED, AS KNOWING THAT SOME OF THEM WERE SPOKEN OF ULYSSES, OTHERS OF HERCULES HIMSELF, OTHERS STILL OF PRIAM, AND OTHERS AGAIN OF MENELAUS AND AGAMEMNON. BUT IF HE TAKES THEM AND RESTORES EACH OF THEM TO ITS PROPER POSITION, HE AT ONCE DESTROYS THE NARRATIVE IN QUESTION. IN LIKE MANNER HE ALSO WHO RETAINS UNCHANGEABLE(3) IN HIS HEART THE RULE OF THE TRUTH WHICH HE RECEIVED BY MEANS OF BAPTISM, WILL DOUBTLESS RECOGNIZE THE NAMES, THE EXPRESSIONS, AND THE PARABLES TAKEN FROM THE SCRIPTURES, BUT WILL BY NO MEANS ACKNOWLEDGE THE BLASPHEMOUS USE WHICH THESE MEN MAKE OF THEM. FOR, THOUGH HE WILL ACKNOWLEDGE THE GEMS, HE WILL CERTAINLY NOT RECEIVE THE FOX INSTEAD OF THE LIKENESS OF THE KING. BUT WHEN HE HAS RESTORED EVERY ONE OF THE EXPRESSIONS QUOTED TO ITS PROPER POSITION, AND HAS FITTED IT TO THE BODY OF THE TRUTH, HE WILL LAY BARE, AND PROVE TO BE WITHOUT ANY FOUNDATION, THE FIGMENT OF THESE HERETICS. 
5. BUT SINCE WHAT MAY PROVE A FINISHING-STROKE(4) TO THIS EXHIBITION IS WANTING, SO THAT ANY ONE, ON FOLLOWING OUT THEIR FARCE TO THE END, MAY THEN AT ONCE APPEND AN ARGUMENT WHICH SHALL OVERTHROW IT, WE HAVE JUDGED IT WELL TO POINT OUT, FIRST OF ALL, IN WHAT RESPECTS THE VERY FATHERS OF THIS FABLE DIFFER AMONG THEMSELVES, AS IF THEY WERE INSPIRED BY DIFFERENT SPIRITS OF ERROR. FOR THIS VERY FACT FORMS AN A PRIORI PROOF THAT THE TRUTH PROCLAIMED BY THE CHURCH IS IMMOVEABLE,(5) AND THAT THE THEORIES OF THESE MEN ARE BUT A TISSUE OF FALSEHOODS. 
CHAP. X.--UNITY OF THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD. 
1. THE CHURCH, THOUGH DISPERSED THROUGH OUR THE WHOLE WORLD, EVEN TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, HAS RECEIVED FROM THE APOSTLES AND THEIR DISCIPLES THIS FAITH: [SHE BELIEVES] IN ONE GOD, THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, MAKER OF HEAVEN, AND EARTH, AND THE SEA, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE IN THEM; AND IN ONE CHRIST JESUS, THE SON OF GOD, WHO BECAME INCARNATE FOR OUR SALVATION; AND IN THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO PROCLAIMED THROUGH THE PROPHETS THE DISPENSATIONS(6) OF GOD, AND THE ADVENTS, AND THE BIRTH FROM A VIRGIN, AND THE PASSION, AND THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, AND THE ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN IN THE FLESH OF THE BELOVED CHRIST JESUS, OUR LORD, AND HIS [FUTURE] MANIFESTATION FROM HEAVEN IN THE GLORY OF THE FATHER "TO GATHER ALL THINGS IN ONE,"(7) AND TO RAISE UP ANEW ALL FLESH OF THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE, IN ORDER THAT TO CHRIST JESUS, OUR LORD, AND GOD, AND SAVIOUR, AND KING, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER, "EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, OF THINGS IN HEAVEN,, AND THINGS IN EARTH, AND THINGS UNDER THE EARTH, AND THAT EVERY TONGUE SHOULD CONFESS"(8) TO HIM, AND THAT HE SHOULD EXECUTE JUST JUDGMENT TOWARDS ALL; THAT HE MAY SEND "SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESSES,"(9) AND THE ANGELS WHO TRANSGRESSED AND BECAME APOSTATES, TOGETHER WITH THE UNGODLY, AND UNRIGHTEOUS, AND WICKED, AND PROFANE AMONG MEN, INTO EVERLASTING FIRE; BUT MAY, IN THE EXERCISE OF HIS GRACE, CONFER IMMORTALITY ON THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HOLY, AND THOSE WHO HAVE KEPT HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND HAVE PERSEVERED IN HIS LOVE, SOME FROM THE BEGINNING [OF THEIR CHRISTIAN COURSE], AND OTHERS FROM [THE DATE OF] THEIR REPENTANCE, AND MAY SURROUND THEM WITH EVERLASTING GLORY. 
2. AS I HAVE ALREADY OBSERVED, THE CHURCH, HAVING RECEIVED THIS PREACHING AND THIS FAITH, ALTHOUGH SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD, YET, AS IF OCCUPYING BUT ONE HOUSE, CAREFULLY PRESERVES IT. SHE ALSO BELIEVES THESE POINTS [OF DOCTRINE] JUST AS IF SHE HAD BUT ONE SOUL, AND ONE AND THE SAME HEART, AND SHE PROCLAIMS THEM, AND TEACHES THEM, AND HANDS THEM DOWN, WITH PERFECT HARMONY, AS IF SHE POSSESSED ONLY ONE MOUTH. FOR, ALTHOUGH THE LANGUAGES OF THE WORLD ARE DISSIMILAR, YET THE IMPORT OF THE TRADITION IS ONE AND THE SAME. FOR THE CHURCHES WHICH HAVE BEEN PLANTED IN GERMANY DO NOT BELIEVE OR HAND DOWN ANYTHING DIFFERENT, NOR DO THOSE IN SPAIN, NOR THOSE IN GAUL, NOR THOSE IN THE EAST, NOR THOSE IN EGYPT, NOR THOSE IN LIBYA, NOR THOSE WHICH HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED IN THE CENTRAL REGIONS(1) OF THE WORLD. BUT AS THE SUN, THAT CREATURE OF GOD, IS ONE AND THE SAME THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD, SO ALSO THE PREACHING OF THE TRUTH SHINETH EVERYWHERE, AND ENLIGHTENS ALL MEN THAT ARE WILLING TO COME TO A KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH. NOR WILL ANY ONE OF THE RULERS IN THE CHURCHES, HOWEVER HIGHLY GIFTED HE MAY BE IN POINT OF ELOQUENCE, TEACH DOCTRINES DIFFERENT FROM THESE (FOR NO ONE IS GREATER THAN THE MASTER); NOR, ON THE OTHER HAND, WILL HE WHO IS DEFICIENT IN POWER OF EXPRESSION INFLICT INJURY ON THE TRADITION. FOR THE FAITH BEING EVER ONE AND THE SAME, NEITHER DOES ONE WHO IS ABLE AT GREAT LENGTH TO DISCOURSE REGARDING IT, MAKE ANY ADDITION TO IT, NOR DOES ONE, WHO CAN SAY BUT LITTLE DIMINISH IT. 
3. IT DOES NOT FOLLOW BECAUSE MEN ARE ENDOWED WITH GREATER AND LESS DEGREES OF INTELLIGENCE, THAT THEY SHOULD THEREFORE CHANGE THE SUBJECT-MATTER [OF THE FAITH] ITSELF, AND SHOULD CONCEIVE OF SOME OTHER GOD BESIDES HIM WHO IS THE FRAMER, MAKER, AND PRESERVER OF THIS UNIVERSE, (AS IF HE WERE NOT SUFFICIENT(2) FOR THEM), OR OF ANOTHER CHRIST, OR ANOTHER ONLY-BEGOTTEN. BUT THE FACT REFERRED TO SIMPLY IMPLIES THIS, THAT ONE MAY [MORE ACCURATELY THAN ANOTHER] BRING OUT THE MEANING OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN IN PARABLES, AND ACCOMMODATE THEM TO THE GENERAL SCHEME OF THE FAITH; AND EXPLAIN [WITH SPECIAL CLEARNESS] THE OPERATION AND DISPENSATION OF GOD CONNECTED WITH HUMAN SALVATION; AND SHOW THAT GOD MANIFESTED LONGSUFFERING IN REGARD TO THE APOSTASY OF THE ANGELS WHO TRANSGRESSED, AS ALSO WITH RESPECT TO THE DISOBEDIENCE OF MEN; AND SET FORTH WHY IT IS THAT ONE AND THE SAME GOD HAS MADE SOME THINGS TEMPORAL AND SOME ETERNAL, SOME HEAVENLY AND OTHERS EARTHLY; AND UNDERSTAND FOR WHAT REASON GOD, THOUGH INVISIBLE, MANIFESTED HIMSELF TO THE PROPHETS NOT UNDER ONE FORM, BUT DIFFERENTLY TO DIFFERENT INDIVIDUALS; AND SHOW WHY IT WAS THAT MORE COVENANTS THAN ONE WERE GIVEN TO MANKIND; AND TEACH WHAT WAS THE SPECIAL CHARACTER OF EACH OF THESE COVENANTS; AND SEARCH OUT FOR WHAT REASON "GOD(3) HATH CONCLUDED EVERY MAN(4) IN UNBELIEF, THAT HE MAY HAVE MERCY UPON ALL;" AND GRATEFULLY(5) DESCRIBE ON WHAT ACCOUNT THE WORD OF GOD BECAME FLESH AND SUFFERED; AND RELATE WHY THE ADVENT OF THE SON OF GOD TOOK PLACE IN THESE LAST TIMES, THAT IS, IN THE END, RATHER THAN IN THE BEGINNING [OF THE WORLD]; AND UNFOLD WHAT IS CONTAINED IN THE SCRIPTURES CONCERNING THE END [ITSELF], AND THINGS TO COME; AND NOT BE SILENT AS TO HOW IT IS THAT GOD HAS MADE THE GENTILES, WHOSE SALVATION WAS DESPAIRED OF, FELLOW-HEIRS, AND OF THE SAME BODY, AND PARTAKERS WITH THE SAINTS; AND DISCOURSE HOW IT IS THAT "THIS MORTAL BODY SHALL PUT ON IMMORTALITY, AND THIS CORRUPTIBLE SHALL PUT ON INCORRUPTION;"(6) AND PROCLAIM IN WHAT SENSE [GOD] SAYS, "'THAT IS A PEOPLE WHO WAS NOT A PEOPLE; AND SHE IS BELOVED WHO WAS NOT BELOVED;"(7) AND IN WHAT SENSE HE SAYS THAT "MORE ARE THE CHILDREN OF HER THAT WAS DESOLATE, THAN OF HER WHO POSSESSED A HUSBAND."(8) FOR IN REFERENCE TO THESE POINTS, AND OTHERS OF A LIKE NATURE, THE APOSTLE EXCLAIMS: "OH! THE DEPTH OF THE RICHES BOTH OF THE WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE OF GOD; HOW UNSEARCHABLE ARE HIS JUDGMENTS, AND HIS WAYS PAST FINDING OUT!"(9) BUT [THE SUPERIOR SKILL SPOKEN OF] IS NOT FOUND IN THIS, THAT ANY ONE SHOULD, BEYOND THE CREATOR AND FRAMER [OF THE WORLD], CONCEIVE OF THE ENTHYMESIS OF AN ERRING AEON, THEIR MOTHER AND HIS, AND SHOULD THUS PROCEED TO SUCH A PITCH OF BLASPHEMY; NOR DOES IT CONSIST IN THIS, THAT HE SHOULD AGAIN FALSELY IMAGINE, AS BEING ABOVE THIS [FANCIED BEING], A PLEROMA AT ONE TIME SUPPOSED TO CONTAIN THIRTY, AND AT ANOTHER TIME AN INNUMERABLE TRIBE OF AEONS, AS THESE TEACHERS WHO ARE DESTITUTE OF TRULY DIVINE WISDOM MAINTAIN; WHILE THE CATHOLIC CHURCH POSSESSES ONE AND THE SAME FAITH THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD, AS WE HAVE ALREADY SAID. 
CHAP. XI.--THE OPINIONS OF VALENTINUS, WITH THOSE OF HIS DISCIPLES AND OTHERS. 
1. LET US NOW LOOK AT THE INCONSISTENT OPINIONS OF THOSE HERETICS (FOR THERE ARE SOME TWO OR THREE OF THEM), HOW THEY DO NOT AGREE IN TREATING THE SAME POINTS, BUT ALIKE, IN THINGS AND NAMES, SET FORTH OPINIONS MUTUALLY DISCORDANT. THE FIRST(1) OF THEM, VALENTINUS, WHO ADAPTED THE PRINCIPLES OF THE HERESY CALLED "GNOSTIC" TO THE PECULIAR CHARACTER OF HIS OWN SCHOOL, TAUGHT AS FOLLOWS: HE MAINTAINED THAT THERE IS A CERTAIN DYAD (TWOFOLD BEING), WHO IS INEXPRESSIBLE BY ANY NAME, OF WHOM ONE PART SHOULD BE CALLED ARRHETUS (UNSPEAKABLE), AND THE OTHER SIGE (SILENCE). BUT OF THIS DYAD A SECOND WAS PRODUCED, ONE PART OF WHOM HE NAMES PATER, AND THE OTHER ALETHEIA. FROM THIS TETRAD, AGAIN, AROSE LOGOS AND ZOE, ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA. THESE CONSTITUTE THE PRIMARY OGDOAD. HE NEXT STATES THAT FROM LOGOS AND ZOE TEN POWERS WERE PRODUCED, AS WE HAVE BEFORE MENTIONED. BUT FROM ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA PROCEEDED TWELVE, ONE OF WHICH SEPARATING FROM THE REST, AND FALLING FROM ITS ORIGINAL CONDITION, PRODUCED THE REST(2) OF THE UNIVERSE. HE ALSO SUPPOSED TWO BEINGS OF THE NAME OF HOROS, THE ONE OF WHOM HAS HIS PLACE BETWEEN BYTHUS AND THE REST OF THE PLEROMA, AND DIVIDES THE CREATED AEONS FROM THE UNCREATED FATHER, WHILE THE OTHER SEPARATES THEIR MOTHER FROM THE PLEROMA. CHRIST ALSO WAS NOT PRODUCED FROM THE AEONS WITHIN THE PLEROMA, BUT WAS BROUGHT FORTH BY THE MOTHER WHO HAD BEEN EXCLUDED FROM IT, IN VIRTUE OF HER REMEMBRANCE OF BETTER THINGS, BUT NOT WITHOUT A KIND OF SHADOW. HE, INDEED, AS BEING MASCULINE, HAVING SEVERED THE SHADOW FROM HIMSELF, RETURNED TO THE PLEROMA; BUT HIS MOTHER BEING LEFT WITH THE SHADOW, AND DEPRIVED OF HER SPIRITUAL SUBSTANCE, BROUGHT FORTH ANOTHER SON, NAMELY, THE DEMIURGE, WHOM HE ALSO STYLES THE SUPREME RULER OF ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO HIM. HE ALSO ASSERTS THAT, ALONG WITH THE DEMIURGE, THERE WAS PRODUCED A LEFT-HAND POWER, IN WHICH PARTICULAR HE AGREES WITH THOSE FALSELY CALLED GNOSTICS, OF WHOM TO WE HAVE YET TO SPEAK. SOMETIMES, AGAIN, HE MAINTAINS THAT JESUS WAS PRODUCED FROM HIM WHO WAS SEPARATED FROM THEIR MOTHER, AND UNITED TO THE REST, THAT IS, FROM THELETUS, SOMETIMES AS SPRINGING FROM HIM WHO RETURNED INTO THE PLEROMA, THAT IS, FROM CHRIST; AND AT OTHER TIMES STILL AS DERIVED FROM ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA. AND HE DECLARES THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS PRODUCED BY ALETHEIA(5) FOR THE INSPECTION AND FRUCTIFICATION OF THE AEONS, BY ENTERING INVISIBLY INTO THEM, AND THAT, IN THIS WAY, THE AEONS BROUGHT FORTH THE PLANTS OF TRUTH. 
2. SECUNDUS AGAIN AFFIRMS THAT THE PRIMARY OGDOAD CONSISTS OF A RIGHT HAND AND A LEFT-HAND TETRAD, AND TEACHES THAT THE ONE OF THESE IS CALLED LIGHT, AND THE OTHER DARKNESS. BUT HE MAINTAINS THAT THE POWER WHICH SEPARATED FROM THE REST, AND FELL AWAY, DID NOT PROCEED DIRECTLY FROM THE THIRTY AEONS, BUT FROM THEIR FRUITS. 
3. THERE IS ANOTHER,(4) WHO IS A RENOWNED TEACHER AMONG THEM, AND WHO, STRUGGLING TO REACH SOMETHING MORE SUBLIME, AND TO ATTAIN TO A KIND OF HIGHER KNOWLEDGE, HAS EXPLAINED THE PRIMARY TETRAD AS FOLLOWS: THERE IS [HE SAYS] A CERTAIN PROARCHE WHO EXISTED BEFORE ALL THINGS, SURPASSING ALL THOUGHT, SPEECH, AND NOMENCLATURE, WHOM I CALL MONOTES (UNITY). TOGETHER WITH THIS MONOTES THERE EXISTS A POWER, WHICH AGAIN I TERM HENOTES (ONENESS). THIS HENOTES AND MONOTES, BEING ONE, PRODUCED, YET NOT SO AS TO BRING FORTH [APART FROM THEMSELVES, AS AN EMANATION] THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS, AN INTELLIGENT, UNBEGOTTEN, AND INVISIBLE BEING, WHICH BEGINNING LANGUAGE TERMS "MONAD." WITH THIS MONAD THERE CO-EXISTS A POWER OF THE SAME ESSENCE, WHICH AGAIN I TERM HEN (ONE). THESE POWERS THEN--MONOTES, AND HENOTES, AND MONAS, AND HEN--PRODUCED THE REMAINING COMPANY OF THE AEONS. 
4. IU, IU! PHEU, PHEU! FOR WELL MAY WE UTTER THESE TRAGIC EXCLAMATIONS AT SUCH A PITCH OF AUDACITY IN THE COINING OF NAMES AS HE HAS DISPLAYED WITHOUT A BLUSH, IN DEVISING A NOMENCLATURE FOR HIS SYSTEM OF FALSEHOOD. FOR WHEN HE DECLARES: THERE IS A CERTAIN PROARCHE BEFORE ALL THINGS, SURPASSING ALL THOUGHT, WHOM I CALL MONOTEN; AND AGAIN, WITH THIS MONOTES THERE CO-EXISTS A POWER WHICH I ALSO CALL HENORES,- -IT IS MOST MANIFEST THAT HE CONFESSES THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN SAID TO BE HIS OWN INVENTION, AND THAT HE HIMSELF HAS GIVEN NAMES TO HIS SCHEME OF THINGS, WHICH HAD NEVER BEEN PREVIOUSLY SUGGESTED BY ANY OTHER. IT IS MANIFEST ALSO, THAT HE HIMSELF IS THE ONE WHO HAS HAD SUFFICIENT AUDACITY TO COIN THESE NAMES; SO THAT, UNLESS HE HAD APPEARED IN THE WORLD, THE TRUTH WOULD STILL HAVE BEEN DESTITUTE OF A NAME. BUT, IN THAT CASE, NOTHING HINDERS ANY OTHER, IN DEALING WITH THE SAME SUBJECT, TO AFFIX NAMES AFTER SUCH A FASHION AS THE FOLLOWING: THERE(5) IS A CERTAIN PROARCHE, ROYAL, SURPASSING ALL THOUGHT, A POWER EXISTING BEFORE EVERY OTHER SUBSTANCE, AND EXTENDED INTO SPACE IN EVERY DIRECTION. BUT ALONG WITH IT THERE EXISTS A POWER WHICH I TERM A GOURD; AND ALONG WITH THIS GOURD THERE EXISTS A POWER WHICH AGAIN I TERM UTTER-EMPTINESS. THIS GOURD AND EMPTINESS, SINCE THEY ARE ONE, PRODUCED (AND YET DID NOT SIMPLY PRODUCE, SO AS TO BE APART FROM THEMSELVES) A FRUIT, EVERYWHERE VISIBLE, EATABLE, AND DELICIOUS, WHICH FRUIT-LANGUAGE CALLS A CUCUMBER. ALONG WITH THIS CUCUMBER EXISTS A POWER OF THE SAME ESSENCE, WHICH AGAIN I CALL A MELON. THESE POWERS, THE GOURD, UTTER-EMPTINESS, THE CUCUMBER, AND THE MELON, BROUGHT FORTH THE REMAINING MULTITUDE OF THE DELIRIOUS MELONS OF VALENTINUS.(1) FOR IF IT IS FITTING THAT THAT LANGUAGE WHICH IS USED RESPECTING THE UNIVERSE BE TRANSFORMED TO THE PRIMARY TETRAD, AND IF ANY ONE MAY ASSIGN NAMES AT HIS PLEASURE, WHO SHALL PREVENT US FROM ADOPTING THESE NAMES, AS BEING MUCH MORE CREDIBLE [THAN THE OTHERS], AS WELL AS IN GENERAL USE, AND UNDERSTOOD BY ALL? 
5. OTHERS STILL, HOWEVER, HAVE CALLED THEIR PRIMARY AND FIRST-BEGOTTEN OGDOAD BY THE FOLLOWING NAMES: FIRST, PROARCHE; THEN ANENNOETOS; THIRDLY, ARRHETOS; AND FOURTHLY, AORATOS. THEN, FROM THE FIRST, PROARCHE, THERE WAS PRODUCED, IN THE FIRST AND FIFTH PLACE, ARCHE; FROM ANENNOETOS, IN THE SECOND AND SIXTH PLACE, ACATALEPTOS; FROM ARRHETOS, IN THE THIRD AND SEVENTH PLACE, ANONOMASTOS; AND FROM AORATOS, IN THE FOURTH AND EIGHTH PLACE, AGENNETOS. THIS IS THE PLEROMA OF THE FIRST OGDOAD. THEY MAINTAIN THAT THESE POWERS WERE ANTERIOR TO BYTHUS AND SIGE, THAT THEY MAY APPEAR MORE PERFECT THAN THE PERFECT, AND MORE KNOWING THAN THE VERY GNOSTICS TO. THESE PERSONS ONE MAY JUSTLY EXCLAIM: "O YE TRIFLING SOPHISTS!" SINCE, EVEN RESPECTING BYTHUS HIMSELF, THERE ARE AMONG THEM MANY AND DISCORDANT OPINIONS. FOR SOME/DECLARE HIM TO BE WITHOUT A CONSORT, AND NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE, AND, IN FACT, NOTHING AT ALL; WHILE OTHERS AFFIRM HIM TO BE MASCULO-FEMININE, ASSIGNING TO HIM THE NATURE OF A HERMAPHRODITE; OTHERS, AGAIN, ALLOT SIGE TO HIM AS A SPOUSE, THAT THUS MAY BE FORMED THE FIRST CONJUNCTION. 
CHAP. XII.--THE DOCTRINES OF THE FOLLOWERS OF PTOLEMY AND COLORBASUS. 
1. BUT THE FOLLOWERS OF PTOLEMY SAY(2) THAT HE [BYTHOS] HAS TWO CONSORTS, WHICH THEY ALSO NAME DIATHESES (AFFECTIONS), VIZ., ENNOAE AND THELESIS. FOR, AS THEY AFFIRM, HE FIRST CONCEIVED THE THOUGHT OF PRODUCING SOMETHING, AND THEN WILLED TO THAT EFFECT. WHEREFORE, AGAIN, THESE TWO AFFECTIONS, OR POWERS, ENNOEA AND THELESIS, HAVING INTERCOURSE, AS IT WERE, BETWEEN THEMSELVES, THE PRODUCTION OF MONOGENES AND ALETHEIA TOOK PLACE ACCORDING TO CONJUNCTION. THESE TWO CAME FORTH AS TYPES AND IMAGES OF THE TWO AFFECTIONS OF THE FATHER, VISIBLE REPRESENTATIONS OF THOSE THAT WERE INVISIBLE,--NOUS (I.E., MONOGENES) OF THELESIS, AND ALETHEIA OF ENNOEA, AND ACCORDINGLY THE IMAGE RESULTING FROM THELESIS WAS MASCULINE,(3) WHILE THAT FROM ENNOEA WAS FEMININE. THUS THELESIS (WILL) BECAME, AS IT WERE, A FACULTY OF ENNOEA (THOUGHT). FOR ENNOEA CONTINUALLY YEARNED AFTER OFFSPRING; BUT SHE COULD NOT OF HERSELF BRING FORTH THAT WHICH SHE DESIRED. BUT WHEN THE POWER OF THELESIS (THE FACULTY OF WILL) CAME UPON HER, THEN SHE BROUGHT FORTH THAT ON WHICH SHE HAD BROODED. 
2. THESE FANCIED BEINGS(4) (LIKE THE JOVE OF HOMER, WHO IS REPRESENTED(5) AS PASSING AN ANXIOUS SLEEPLESS NIGHT IN DEVISING PLANS FOR HONOURING ACHILLES AND DESTROYING NUMBERS OF THE GREEKS) WILL NOT APPEAR TO YOU, MY DEAR FRIEND, TO BE POSSESSED OF GREATER KNOWLEDGE THAN HE WHO IS THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE. HE, AS SOON AS HE THINKS, ALSO PERFORMS WHAT HE HAS WILLED; AND AS SOON AS HE WILLS, ALSO THINKS THAT WHICH HE HAS WILLED; THEN THINKING WHEN HE WILLS, AND THEN WILLING WHEN HE THINKS, SINCE HE IS ALL THOUGHT, [ALL WILL, ALL MIND, ALL LIGHT,](6) ALL EYE, ALL EAR, THE ONE ENTIRE FOUNTAIN OF ALL GOOD THINGS. 
3. THOSE OF THEM, HOWEVER, WHO ARE DEEMED MORE SKILFUL THAN THE PERSONS WHO HAVE JUST BEEN MENTIONED, SAY THAT THE FIRST OGDOAD WAS NOT PRODUCED GRADUALLY, SO THAT ONE AEON WAS SENT FORTH BY ANOTHER, BUT THAT ALL(7) THE AEONS WERE BROUGHT INTO EXISTENCE AT ONCE BY PROPATOR AND HIS ENNOEA. HE (COLORBASUS) AFFIRMS THIS AS CONFIDENTLY AS IF HE HAD ASSISTED AT THEIR BIRTH. ACCORDINGLY, HE AND HIS FOLLOWERS MAINTAIN THAT ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA WERE NOT PRODUCED,(8) AS OTHERS HOLD, FROM LOGOS AND ZOE; BUT, ON THE CONTRARY, LOGOS AND ZOE FROM ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA. BUT THEY EXPRESS THIS IN ANOTHER FORM, AS FOLLOWS: WHEN THE PROPATOR CONCEIVED THE THOUGHT OF PRODUCING SOMETHING, HE RECEIVED THE NAME OF FATHER. BUT BECAUSE WHAT HE DID PRODUCE WAS TRUE, IT WAS NAMED ALETHEIA. AGAIN, WHEN HE WISHED TO REVEAL HIMSELF, THIS WAS TERMED ANTHROPOS. FINALLY, WHEN HE PRODUCED THOSE WHOM HE HAD PREVIOUSLY THOUGHT OF, THESE WERE NAMED ECCLESIA. ANTHROPOS, BY SPEAKING, FORMED LOGOS: THIS IS THE FIRST-BORN SON. BUT ZOE FOLLOWED UPON LOGOS; AND THUS, THE FIRST OGDOAD WAS COMPLETED. 
4. THEY HAVE MUCH CONTENTION ALSO AMONG THEMSELVES RESPECTING THE SAVIOUR. FOR SOME MAINTAIN THAT HE WAS FORMED OUT OF ALL; WHEREFORE ALSO HE WAS CALLED EUDOCETOS, BECAUSE THE WHOLE PLEROMA WAS WELL PLEASED THROUGH HIM TO GLORIFY THE FATHER. BUT OTHERS ASSERT THAT HE WAS PRODUCED FROM THOSE TEN AEONS ALONE WHO SPRUNG FROM LOGOS AND ZOE, AND THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT HE WAS CALLED LOGOS AND ZOE, THUS PRESERVING THE ANCESTRAL NAMES.(1) OTHERS, AGAIN, AFFIRM THAT HE HAD HIS BEING FROM THOSE TWELVE AEONS WHO WERE THE OFFSPRING OF ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT HE ACKNOWLEDGES HIMSELF THE SON OF MAN, AS BEING A DESCENDANT OF ANTHROPOS. OTHERS STILL, ASSERT THAT HE WAS PRODUCED BY CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO WERE BROUGHT FORTH FOR THE SECURITY OF THE PLEROMA; AND THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT HE WAS CALLED CHRIST, THUS PRESERVING THE APPELLATION OF THE FATHER, BY WHOM HE WAS PRODUCED. AND THERE ARE YET OTHERS AMONG THEM WHO DECLARE THAT THE PROPATOR OF THE WHOLE, PROARCHE, AND PROANENNOETOS IS CALLED ANTHROPOS; AND THAT THIS IS THE GREAT AND ABSTRUSE MYSTERY, NAMELY, THAT THE POWER WHICH IS ABOVE ALL OTHERS, AND CONTAINS ALL IN HIS EMBRACE, IS TERMED ANTHROPOS; HENCE DOES THE SAVIOUR STYLE HIMSELF THE "SON OF MAN." 
CHAP. XIII.--THE DECEITFUL ARTS AND NEFARIOUS PRACTICES OF MARCUS. 
I. BUT(2) THERE IS ANOTHER AMONG THESE HERETICS, MARCUS BY NAME, WHO BOASTS HIMSELF AS HAVING IMPROVED UPON HIS MASTER. HE IS A PERFECT ADEPT IN MAGICAL IMPOSTURES, AND BY THIS MEANS DRAWING AWAY A GREAT NUMBER OF MEN, AND NOT A FEW WOMEN, HE HAS INDUCED THEM TO JOIN THEMSELVES TO HIM, AS TO ONE WHO IS POSSESSED OF THE GREATEST KNOWLEDGE AND PERFECTION, AND WHO HAS RECEIVED THE HIGHEST POWER FROM THE INVISIBLE AND INEFFABLE REGIONS ABOVE. THUS, IT APPEARS AS IF HE REALLY WERE THE PRECURSOR OF ANTICHRIST. FOR, JOINING THE BUFFOONERIES OF ANAXILAUS(3) TO THE CRAFTINESS OF THE MAGI, AS THEY ARE CALLED, HE IS REGARDED BY HIS SENSELESS AND CRACKED-BRAIN FOLLOWERS AS WORKING MIRACLES BY THESE MEANS. 
2. PRETENDING(4) TO CONSECRATE CUPS MIXED WITH WINE, AND PROTRACTING TO GREAT LENGTH THE WORD OF INVOCATION, HE CONTRIVES TO GIVE THEM A PURPLE AND REDDISH COLOUR, SO THAT CHARIS,(5) WHO IS ONE OF THOSE THAT ARE SUPERIOR TO ALL THINGS, SHOULD BE THOUGHT TO DROP HER OWN BLOOD INTO THAT CUP THROUGH MEANS OF HIS INVOCATION, AND THAT THUS THOSE WHO ARE PRESENT SHOULD BE LED TO REJOICE TO TASTE OF THAT CUP, IN ORDER THAT, BY SO DOING, THE CHARIS, WHO IS SET FORTH BY THIS MAGICIAN, MAY ALSO FLOW INTO THEM. AGAIN, HANDING MIXED CUPS TO THE WOMEN, HE BIDS THEM CONSECRATE THESE IN HIS PRESENCE. WHEN THIS HAS BEEN DONE, HE HIMSELF PRODUCES ANOTHER CUP OF MUCH LARGER SIZE THAN THAT WHICH THE DELUDED WOMAN HAS CONSECRATED,) AND POUTING FROM THE SMALLER ONE CONSECRATED BY THE WOMAN INTO THAT WHICH HAS BEEN BROUGHT FORWARD BY HIMSELF, HE AT THE SAME TIME PRONOUNCES THESE WORDS: "MAY THAT CHAFFS WHO IS BEFORE ALL THINGS, AND WHO TRANSCENDS ALL KNOWLEDGE AND SPEECH, FILL THINE INNER MAN, AND MULTIPLY IN THEE HER OWN KNOWLEDGE, BY SOWING THE GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED IN THEE AS IN GOOD SOIL." REPEATING CERTAIN OTHER LIKE WORDS, AND THUS GOADING ON THE WRETCHED WOMAN [TO MADNESS], HE THEN APPEARS A WORKER OF WONDERS WHEN THE LARGE CUP IS SEEN TO HAVE BEEN FILLED OUT OF THE SMALL ONE, SO AS EVEN TO OVERFLOW BY WHAT HAS BEEN OBTAINED FROM IT. BY ACCOMPLISHING SEVERAL OTHER SIMILAR THINGS, HE HAS COMPLETELY DECEIVED MANY, AND DRAWN THEM AWAY AFTER HIM. 
3. IT APPEARS PROBABLE ENOUGH THAT THIS MAN POSSESSES A DEMON AS HIS FAMILIAR SPIRIT, BY MEANS OF WHOM HE SEEMS ABLE TO PROPHESY,(6) AND ALSO ENABLES AS MANY AS HE COUNTS WORTHY TO BE PARTAKERS OF HIS CHARIS THEMSELVES TO PROPHESY. HE DEVOTES HIMSELF ESPECIALLY TO WOMEN, AND THOSE SUCH AS ARE WELL-BRED, AND ELEGANTLY ATTIRED, AND OF GREAT WEALTH, WHOM HE FREQUENTLY SEEKS TO DRAW AFTER HIM, BY ADDRESSING THEM IN SUCH SEDUCTIVE WORDS AS THESE: "I AM EAGER TO MAKE THEE A PARTAKER OF MY CHARIS, SINCE THE FATHER OF ALL DOTH CONTINUALLY BEHOLD THY ANGEL BEFORE HIS FACE. NOW THE PLACE OF THY ANGEL IS AMONG US:(7) IT BEHOOVES US TO BECOME ONE. RECEIVE FIRST FROM ME AND BY ME [THE GIFT OF] CHAFFS. ADORN THYSELF AS A BRIDE WHO IS EXPECTING HER BRIDEGROOM, THAT THOU MAYEST BE WHAT I AM, AND I WHAT THOU ART. ESTABLISH THE GERM OF LIGHT IN THY NUPTIAL CHAMBER. RECEIVE FROM ME A SPOUSE, AND BECOME RECEPTIVE OF HIM, WHILE THOU ART RECEIVED BY HIM. BEHOLD CHARIS HAS DESCENDED UPON THEE; OPEN THY MOUTH AND PROPHESY." ON THE WOMAN REPLYING," I HAVE NEVER AT ANY TIME PROPHESIED, NOR DO I KNOW HOW TO PROPHESY;" THEN ENGAGING, FOR THE SECOND TIME, IN CERTAIN INVOCATIONS, SO AS TO ASTOUND HIS DELUDED VICTIM, HE SAYS TO HER," OPEN THY MOUTH, SPEAK WHATSOEVER OCCURS TO THEE, AND THOU SHALT PROPHESY." SHE THEN, VAINLY PUFFED UP AND ELATED BY THESE WORDS, AND GREATLY EXCITED IN SOUL BY THE EXPECTATION THAT IT IS HERSELF WHO IS TO PROPHESY, HER HEART BEATING VIOLENTLY [FROM EMOTION], REACHES THE REQUISITE PITCH OF AUDACITY, AND IDLY AS WELL AS IMPUDENTLY UTTERS SOME NONSENSE AS IT HAPPENS. TO OCCUR TO HER, SUCH AS MIGHT BE EXPECTED FROM ONE HEATED BY AN EMPTY SPIRIT. (REFERRING TO THIS, ONE SUPERIOR TO ME HAS OBSERVED, THAT THE SOUL IS BOTH AUDACIOUS AND IMPUDENT WHEN HEATED WITH EMPTY AIR.) HENCEFORTH SHE RECKONS HERSELF A PROPHETESS, AND EXPRESSES HER THANKS TO MARCUS FOR HAVING IMPARTED TO HER OF HIS OWN CHAFFS. SHE THEN MAKES THE EFFORT TO REWARD HIM, NOT ONLY BY THE GIFT OF HER POSSESSIONS (IN WHICH WAY HE HAS COLLECTED A VERY LARGE FORTUNE), BUT ALSO BY YIELDING UP TO HIM HER PERSON, DESIRING IN EVERY WAY TO BE UNITED TO HIM, THAT SHE MAY BECOME ALTOGETHER ONE WITH HIM. 
4. BUT ALREADY SOME OF THE MOST FAITHFUL WOMEN, POSSESSED OF THE FEAR OF GOD, AND NOT BEING DECEIVED (WHOM, NEVERTHELESS, HE DID HIS BEST TO SEDUCE LIKE THE REST BY BIDDING THEM PROPHESY), ABHORRING AND EXECRATING HIM, HAVE WITHDRAWN FROM SUCH A VILE COMPANY OF REVELERS. THIS THEY HAVE DONE, AS BEING WELL AWARE THAT THE GIFT OF PROPHECY IS NOT CONFERRED ON MEN BY MARCUS, THE MAGICIAN, BUT THAT ONLY THOSE TO WHOM GOD SENDS HIS GRACE FROM ABOVE POSSESS THE DIVINELY-BESTOWED POWER OF PROPHESYING; AND THEN THEY SPEAK WHERE AND WHEN GOD PLEASES, AND NOT WHEN MARCUS ORDERS THEM TO DO SO. FOR THAT WHICH COMMANDS IS GREATER AND OF HIGHER AUTHORITY THAN THAT WHICH IS COMMANDED, INASMUCH AS THE FORMER RULES, WHILE THE LATTER IS IN A STATE OF SUBJECTION. IF, THEN, MARCUS, OR ANY ONE ELSE, DOES COMMAND,--AS THESE ARE ACCUSTOMED CONTINUALLY AT THEIR FEASTS TO PLAY AT DRAWING LOTS, AND [IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LOT] TO COMMAND ONE ANOTHER TO PROPHESY, GIVING FORTH AS ORACLES WHAT IS IN HARMONY WITH THEIR OWN DESIRES,--IT WILL FOLLOW THAT HE WHO COMMANDS IS GREATER AND OF HIGHER AUTHORITY THAN THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT, THOUGH HE IS BUT A MAN, WHICH IS IMPOSSIBLE. BUT SUCH SPIRITS AS ARE COMMANDED BY THESE MEN, AND SPEAK WHEN THEY DESIRE IT, ARE EARTHLY AND WEAK, AUDACIOUS AND IMPUDENT, SENT FORTH BY SATAN FOR THE SEDUCTION AND PERDITION OF THOSE WHO DO NOT HOLD FAST THAT WELL- COMPACTED FAITH WHICH THEY RECEIVED AT FIRST THROUGH THE CHURCH. 
5. MOREOVER, THAT THIS MARCUS COMPOUNDS PHILTERS AND LOVE-POTIONS, IN ORDER TO INSULT THE PERSONS OF SOME OF THESE WOMEN, IF NOT OF ALL, THOSE OF THEM WHO HAVE RETURNED TO THE CHURCH OF GOD--A THING WHICH FREQUENTLY OCCURS--HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED, CONFESSING, TOO, THAT THEY HAVE BEEN DEFILED BY HIM, AND THAT THEY WERE FILLED WITH A BURNING PASSION TOWARDS HIM. A SAD EXAMPLE OF THIS OCCURRED IN THE CASE OF A CERTAIN ASIATIC, ONE OF OUR DEACONS, WHO HAD RECEIVED HIM (MARCUS) INTO HIS HOUSE. HIS WIFE, A WOMAN OF REMARKABLE BEAUTY, FELL A VICTIM BOTH IN MIND AND BODY TO THIS MAGICIAN, AND, FOR A LONG TIME, TRAVELLED ABOUT WITH HIM. AT LAST, WHEN, WITH NO SMALL DIFFICULTY, THE BRETHREN HAD CONVERTED HER, SHE SPENT HER WHOLE TIME IN THE EXERCISE OF PUBLIC CONFESSION,(1) WEEPING OVER AND LAMENTING THE DEFILEMENT WHICH SHE HAD RECEIVED FROM THIS MAGICIAN. 
6. SOME OF HIS DISCIPLES, TOO, ADDICTING THEMSELVES(2) TO THE SAME PRACTICES, HAVE DECEIVED MANY SILLY WOMEN, AND DEFILED THEM. THEY PROCLAIM THEMSELVES AS BEING "PERFECT," SO THAT NO ONE CAN BE COMPARED TO THEM WITH RESPECT TO THE IMMENSITY OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE, NOR EVEN WERE YOU TO MENTION PAUL OR PETER, OR ANY OTHER OF THE APOSTLES. THEY ASSERT THAT THEY THEMSELVES KNOW MORE THAN ALL OTHERS, AND THAT THEY ALONE HAVE IMBIBED THE GREATNESS OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THAT POWER WHICH IS UNSPEAKABLE. THEY ALSO MAINTAIN THAT THEY HAVE ATTAINED TO A HEIGHT ABOVE ALL POWER, AND THAT THEREFORE THEY ARE FREE IN EVERY RESPECT TO ACT AS THEY PLEASE, HAVING NO ONE TO FEAR IN ANYTHING. FOR THEY AFFIRM, THAT BECAUSE OF THE "REDEMPTION"(3) IT HAS COME TO PASS THAT THEY CAN NEITHER BE APPREHENDED, NOR EVEN SEEN BY THE JUDGE. BUT EVEN IF HE SHOULD HAPPEN TO LAY HOLD UPON THEM, THEN THEY MIGHT SIMPLY REPEAT THESE WORDS, WHILE STANDING IN HIS PRESENCE ALONG WITH THE "REDEMPTION:" "O THOU, WHO SITTEST BESIDE GOD,(4) AND THE MYSTICAL, ETERNAL SIGE, THOU THROUGH WHOM THE ANGELS (MIGHTINESS), WHO CONTINUALLY BEHOLD THE FACE OF THE FATHER, HAVING THEE AS THEIR GUIDE AND INTRODUCER, DO DERIVE THEIR FORMS(5) FROM ABOVE, WHICH SHE IN THE GREATNESS OF HER DARING INSPIRING WITH MIND ON ACCOUNT OF THE GOODNESS OF THE PROPATOR, PRODUCED US AS THEIR IMAGES, HAVING HER MIND THEN INTENT UPON THE THINGS ABOVE, AS IN A DREAM,--BEHOLD, THE JUDGE IS AT HAND, AND THE CRIER ORDERS ME TO MAKE MY DEFENSE. BUT DO THOU, AS BEING ACQUAINTED WITH THE AFFAIRS OF BOTH, PRESENT THE CAUSE OF BOTH OF US TO THE JUDGE, INASMUCH AS IT IS IN REALITY BUT ONE CAUSE."(6) NOW, AS SOON AS THE MOTHER HEARS THESE WORDS, SHE PUTS THE HOMERIC(7) HELMET OF PLUTO UPON THEM, SO THAT THEY MAY INVISIBLY ESCAPE THE JUDGE. AND THEN SHE IMMEDIATELY CATCHES THEM UP, CONDUCTS THEM INTO THE BRIDAL CHAMBER, AND HANDS THEM OVER TO THEIR CONSORTS. 
7. SUCH ARE THE WORDS AND DEEDS BY WHICH, IN OUR OWN DISTRICT OF THE RHONE, THEY HAVE DELUDED MANY WOMEN, WHO HAVE THEIR CONSCIENCES SEARED AS WITH A HOT IRON.(1) SOME OF THEM, INDEED, MAKE A PUBLIC CONFESSION OF THEIR SINS; BUT OTHERS OF THEM ARE ASHAMED TO DO THIS, AND IN A TACIT KIND OF WAY, DESPAIRING OF [ATTAINING TO] THE LIFE OF GOD, HAVE, SOME OF THEM, APOSTATIZED ALTOGETHER; WHILE OTHERS HESITATE BETWEEN THE TWO COURSES, AND INCUR THAT WHICH IS IMPLIED IN THE PROVERB, "NEITHER WITHOUT NOR WITHIN;" POSSESSING THIS AS THE FRUIT FROM THE SEED OF THE CHILDREN OF KNOWLEDGE. 
CHAP. XIV.--THE VARIOUS HYPOTHESES OF MARCUS AND OTHERS. THEORIES RESPECTING LETTERS AND SYLLABLES. 
1. THIS MARCUS(2) THEN, DECLARING THAT HE ALONE WAS THE MATRIX AND RECEPTACLE OF THE SIGE OF COLORBASUS, INASMUCH AS HE WAS ONLY-BEGOTTEN, HAS BROUGHT TO THE BIRTH IN SOME SUCH WAY AS FOLLOWS THAT WHICH WAS COMMITTED TO HIM OF THE DEFECTIVE EUTHYMESIS. HE DECLARES THAT THE INFINITELY EXALTED TETRAD DESCENDED UPON HIM FROM THE INVISIBLE AND INDESCRIBABLE PLACES IN THE FORM OF A WOMAN (FOR THE WORLD COULD NOT HAVE BORNE IT COMING IN ITS MALE FORM), AND EXPOUNDED TO HIM ALONE ITS OWN NATURE, AND THE ORIGIN OF ALL THINGS, WHICH IT HAD NEVER BEFORE REVEALED TO ANY ONE EITHER OF GODS OR MEN. THIS WAS DONE IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS: WHEN FIRST THE UNORIGINATED, INCONCEIVABLE FATHER, WHO IS WITHOUT MATERIAL SUBSTANCE,(3) AND IS NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE, WILLED TO BRING FORTH THAT WHICH IS INEFFABLE TO HIM, AND TO ENDOW WITH FORM THAT WHICH IS INVISIBLE, HE OPENED HIS MOUTH, AND SENT FORTH THE WORD SIMILAR TO HIMSELF, WHO, STANDING NEAR, SHOWED HIM WHAT HE HIMSELF WAS, INASMUCH AS HE HAD BEEN MANIFESTED IN THE FORM OF THAT WHICH WAS INVISIBLE. MOREOVER, THE PRONUNCIATION OF HIS NAME TOOK PLACE AS FOLLOWS: HE SPOKE THE FIRST WORD OF IT, WHICH WAS THE BEGINNING(4) [OF ALL THE REST], AND THAT UTTERANCE CONSISTED OF FOUR LETTERS. HE ADDED THE SECOND, AND THIS ALSO CONSISTED OF FOUR LETTERS. NEXT, HE UTTERED THE THIRD, AND THIS AGAIN EMBRACED TEN LETTERS. FINALLY, HE PRONOUNCED THE FOURTH, WHICH WAS COMPOSED OF TWELVE LETTERS. THUS, TOOK PLACE THE ENUNCIATION OF THE WHOLE NAME, CONSISTING OF THIRTY LETTERS, AND FOUR DISTINCT UTTERANCES. EACH OF THESE ELEMENTS HAS ITS OWN PECULIAR LETTERS, AND CHARACTER, AND PRONUNCIATION, AND FORMS, AND IMAGES, AND THERE IS NOT ONE OF THEM THAT PERCEIVES THE SHAPE OF THAT [UTTERANCE] OF WHICH IT IS AN ELEMENT. NEITHER DOES ANY ONE KNOW(5) ITSELF, NOR IS IT ACQUAINTED WITH THE PRONUNCIATION OF ITS NEIGHBOUR, BUT EACH ONE IMAGINES THAT BY ITS OWN UTTERANCE IT DOES IN FACT NAME THE WHOLE. FOR WHILE EVERY ONE OF THEM IS A PART OF THE WHOLE, IT IMAGINES ITS OWN SOUND TO BE THE WHOLE NAME, AND DOES NOT LEAVE OFF SOUNDING UNTIL, BY ITS OWN UTTERANCE, IT HAS REACHED THE LAST LETTER OF EACH OF THE ELEMENTS. THIS TEACHER DECLARES THAT THE RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS WILL TAKE PLACE, WHEN ALL THESE, MIXING INTO ONE LETTER, SHALL UTTER ONE AND THE SAME SOUND. HE IMAGINES THAT THE EMBLEM OF THIS UTTERANCE IS FOUND IN AMEN, WHICH WE PRONOUNCE IN CONCERT.(6) THE DIVERSE SOUNDS (HE ADDS) ARE THOSE WHICH GIVE FORM TO THAT AEON WHO IS WITHOUT MATERIAL SUBSTANCE AND UNBEGOTTEN, AND THESE, AGAIN, ARE THE FORMS WHICH THE LORD HAS CALLED ANGELS, WHO CONTINUALLY BEHOLD THE FACE OF THE FATHER.(7) 
2. THOSE NAMES OF THE ELEMENTS WHICH MAY BE TOLD, AND ARE COMMON, HE HAS CALLED AEONS, AND WORDS, AND ROOTS, AND SEEDS, AND FULNESSES, AND FRUITS. HE ASSERTS THAT EACH OF THESE, AND ALL THAT IS PECULIAR TO EVERY ONE OF THEM, IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS CONTAINED IN THE NAME ECCLESIA. OF THESE ELEMENTS, THE LAST LETTER OF THE LAST ONE UTTERED ITS VOICE, AND THIS SOUND(8) GOING FORTH GENERATED ITS OWN ELEMENTS AFTER THE IMAGE OF THE [OTHER] ELEMENTS, BY WHICH HE AFFIRMS, THAT BOTH THE THINGS HERE BELOW WERE ARRANGED INTO THE ORDER THEY OCCUPY, AND THOSE THAT PRECEDED THEM WERE CALLED INTO EXISTENCE. HE ALSO MAINTAINS THAT THE LETTER ITSELF, THE SOUND OF WHICH FOLLOWED THAT SOUND BELOW, WAS RECEIVED UP AGAIN BY THE SYLLABLE TO WHICH IT BELONGED, IN ORDER TO THE COMPLETION OF THE WHOLE, BUT THAT THE SOUND REMAINED BELOW AS IF CAST OUTSIDE. BUT THE ELEMENT ITSELF FROM WHICH THE LETTER WITH ITS SPECIAL PRONUNCIATION DESCENDED TO THAT BELOW, HE AFFIRMS TO CONSIST OF THIRTY LETTERS, WHILE EACH OF THESE LETTERS, AGAIN, CONTAINS OTHER LETTERS IN ITSELF, BY MEANS OF WHICH THE NAME OF THE LETTER IS EXPRESSED. AND THUS, AGAIN, OTHERS ARE NAMED BY OTHER LETTERS, AND OTHERS STILL BY OTHERS, SO THAT THE MULTITUDE OF LETTERS SWELLS OUT INTO INFINITUDE. YOU MAY MORE CLEARLY UNDERSTAND WHAT I MEAN BY THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLE: THE WORD DELTA CONTAINS FIVE LETTERS, VIZ., D, E, L, T, A: THESE LETTERS AGAIN, ARE WRITTEN BY OTHER LETTERS,(1) AND OTHERS STILL BY OTHERS. IF, THEN, THE ENTIRE COMPOSITION OF THE WORD DELTA [WHEN THUS ANALYZED] RUNS OUT INTO INFINITUDE, LETTERS CONTINUALLY GENERATING OTHER LETTERS, AND FOLLOWING ONE ANOTHER IN CONSTANT SUCCESSION, HOW MUCH RASTER THAN THAT [ONE] WORD IS THE [ENTIRE] OCEAN OF LETTERS! AND IF EVEN ONE LETTER BE THUS INFINITE, JUST CONSIDER THE IMMENSITY OF THE LETTERS IN THE ENTIRE NAME; OUT OF WHICH THE SIGE OF MARCUS HAS TAUGHT US THE PROPATOR IS COMPOSED. FOR WHICH REASON THE FATHER, KNOWING THE INCOMPREHENSIBLENESS OF HIS OWN NATURE, ASSIGNED TO THE ELEMENTS WHICH HE ALSO TERMS AEONS, [THE POWER] OF EACH ONE UTTERING ITS OWN ENUNCIATION, BECAUSE NO ONE OF THEM WAS CAPABLE BY ITSELF OF UTTERING THE WHOLE. 
3.MOREOVER, THE TETRAD, EXPLAINING THESE THINGS TO HIM MORE FULLY, SAID: I WISH TO SHOW THEE ALETHEIA (TRUTH) HERSELF; FOR I HAVE BROUGHT HER DOWN FROM THE DWELLINGS ABOVE, THAT THOU MAYEST SEE HER WITHOUT A VEIL, AND UNDERSTAND HER BEAUTY--THAT THOU MAYEST ALSO HEAR HER SPEAKING, AND ADMIRE HER WISDOM. BEHOLD, THEN, HER HEAD ON HIGH, ALPHA AND OMEGA; HER NECK, BETA AND PSI; HER SHOULDERS WITH HER HANDS, GAMMA AND CHI; HER BREAST, DELTA AND PHI; HER DIAPHRAGM, EPSILON AND UPSILON; HER BACK, ZETA AND TAU; HER BELLY, ETA AND SIGMA; HER THIGHS, THETA AND RHO; HER KNEES, IOTA AND PI; HER LEGS, KAPPA AND OMICRON; HER ANKLES, LAMBDA AND XI; HER FEET, MU AND NU. SUCH IS THE BODY OF TRUTH, ACCORDING TO THIS MAGICIAN, SUCH THE FIGURE OF THE ELEMENT, SUCH THE CHARACTER OF THE LETTER. AND HE CALLS THIS ELEMENT ANTHROPOS (MAN), AND SAYS THAT IS THE FOUNTAIN OF ALL SPEECH, AND THE BEGINNING OF ALL SOUND, AND THE EXPRESSION OF ALL THAT IS UNSPEAKABLE, AND THE MOUTH OF THE SILENT SIGE. THIS INDEED IS THE BODY OF TRUTH. BUT DO THOU, ELEVATING THE THOUGHTS OF THY MIND ON HIGH, LISTEN FROM THE MOUTH OF TRUTH TO THE SELF-BEGOTTEN WORD, WHO IS ALSO THE DISPENSER OF THE BOUNTY OF THE FATHER. 
4. WHEN SHE (THE TETRAD) HAD SPOKEN THESE THINGS, ALETHEIA LOOKED AT HIM, OPENED HER MOUTH, AND UTTERED A WORD. THAT WORD WAS A NAME, AND THE NAME WAS THIS ONE WHICH WE DO KNOW AND SPEAK OF, VIZ., CHRIST JESUS. WHEN SHE HAD UTTERED THIS NAME, SHE AT ONCE RELAPSED INTO SILENCE. AND AS MARCUS WAITED IN THE EXPECTATION THAT SHE WOULD SAY SOMETHING MORE, THE TETRAD AGAIN CAME FORWARD AND SAID, "THOU HAST RECKONED AS CONTEMPTIBLE THAT WORD WHICH THOU HAST HEARD FROM THE MOUTH OF ALETHEIA. THIS WHICH THOU KNOWEST AND SEEMEST TO POSSESS, IS NOT AN ANCIENT NAME. FOR THOU POSSESSEST THE SOUND OF IT MERELY, WHILST THOU ART IGNORANT OF ITS POWER. FOR JESUS (IHSOUS) IS A NAME ARITHMETICALLY(2) SYMBOLICAL, CONSISTING OF SIX LETTERS, AND IS KNOWN BY ALL THOSE THAT BELONG TO THE CALLED. BUT THAT WHICH IS AMONG THE AEONS OF THE PLEROMA CONSISTS OF MANY PARTS, AND IS OF ANOTHER FORM AND SHAPE, AND IS KNOWN BY THOSE [ANGELS] WHO ARE JOINED IN AFFINITY WITH HIM, AND WHOSE FIGURES (MIGHTINESSES) ARE ALWAYS PRESENT WITH HIM. 
5. KNOW, THEN, THAT THE FOUR-AND-TWENTY LETTERS WHICH YOU POSSESS ARE SYMBOLICAL EMANATIONS OF THE THREE POWERS THAT CONTAIN THE ENTIRE NUMBER OF THE ELEMENTS ABOVE. FOR YOU ARE TO RECKON THUS--THAT THE NINE MUTE(3) LETTERS ARE [THE IMAGES] OF PATER AND ALETHEIA, BECAUSE THEY ARE WITHOUT VOICE, THAT IS, OF SUCH A NATURE AS CANNOT BE UTTERED OR PRONOUNCED. BUT THE SEMI-VOWELS(4) REPRESENT LOGOS AND ZOE, BECAUSE THEY ARE, AS IT WERE, MIDWAY BETWEEN THE CONSONANTS AND THE VOWELS, PARTAKING(5) OF THE NATURE OF BOTH. THE VOWELS, AGAIN, ARE REPRESENTATIVE OF ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA, INASMUCH AS A VOICE PROCEEDING FROM ANTHROPOS GAVE BEING TO THEM ALL; FOR THE SOUND OF THE VOICE IMPARTED TO THEM FORM. THUS, THEN, LOGOS AND ZOE POSSESS EIGHT [OF THESE LETTERS]; ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA SEVEN; AND PATER AND ALETHEIA NINE. BUT SINCE THE NUMBER ALLOTTED TO EACH WAS UNEQUAL, HE WHO EXISTED IN THE FATHER CAME DOWN, HAVING BEEN SPECIALLY SENT BY HIM FROM WHOM HE WAS SEPARATED, FOR THE RECTIFICATION OF WHAT HAD TAKEN PLACE, THAT THE UNITY OF THE PLEROMAS, BEING ENDOWED WITH EQUALITY, MIGHT DEVELOP IN ALL THAT ONE POWER WHICH FLOWS FROM ALL. THUS THAT DIVISION WHICH HAD ONLY SEVEN LETTERS, RECEIVED THE POWER OF EIGHT,(6) AND THE THREE SETS WERE RENDERED ALIKE IN POINT OF NUMBER, ALL BECOMING OGDOADS; WHICH THREE, WHEN BROUGHT TOGETHER, CONSTITUTE THE NUMBER FOUR-AND-TWENTY. THE THREE ELEMENTS, TOO (WHICH HE DECLARES TO EXIST IN CONJUNCTION WITH THREE POWERS,(7) AND THUS FORM THE SIX FROM WHICH HAVE FLOWED THE TWENTY-FOUR LETTERS), BEING QUADRUPLED BY THE WORD OF THE INEFFABLE TETRAD, GIVE RISE TO THE SAME NUMBER WITH THEM; AND THESE ELEMENTS HE MAINTAINS TO BELONG TO HIM WHO CANNOT BE NAMED. THESE, AGAIN, WERE ENDOWED BY THE THREE POWERS WITH A RESEMBLANCE TO HIM WHO IS INVISIBLE. AND HE SAYS THAT THOSE LETTERS WHICH WE CALL DOUBLE(8) ARE THE IMAGES OF THE IMAGES OF THESE ELEMENTS; AND IF THESE BE ADDED TO THE FOUR-AND-TWENTY LETTERS, BY THE FORCE OF ANALOGY THEY FORM THE NUMBER THIRTY. 
6. HE ASSERTS THAT THE FRUIT OF THIS ARRANGEMENT AND ANALOGY HAS BEEN MANIFESTED IN THE LIKENESS OF AN IMAGE, NAMELY, HIM WHO, AFTER SIX DAYS, ASCENDED(1) INTO THE MOUNTAIN ALONG WITH THREE OTHERS, AND THEN BECAME ONE OF SIX (THE SIXTH),(2) IN WHICH CHARACTER HE DESCENDED AND WAS CONTAINED IN THE HEBDOMAD, SINCE HE WAS THE ILLUSTRIOUS OGDOAD,(3) AND CONTAINED IN HIMSELF THE ENTIRE NUMBER OF THE ELEMENTS, WHICH THE DESCENT OF THE DOVE (WHO IS ALPHA AND OMEGA) MADE CLEARLY MANIFEST, WHEN HE CAME TO BE BAPTIZED; FOR THE NUMBER OF THE DOVE IS EIGHT HUNDRED AND ONE.(4) AND FOR THIS REASON DID MOSES DECLARE THAT MAN WAS FORMED ON THE SIXTH DAY; AND THEN, AGAIN, ACCORDING TO ARRANGEMENT, IT WAS ON THE SIXTH DAY, WHICH IS THE PREPARATION, THAT THE LAST MAN APPEARED, FOR THE REGENERATION OF THE FIRST, OF THIS ARRANGEMENT, BOTH THE BEGINNING AND THE END WERE FORMED AT THAT SIXTH HOUR, AT WHICH HE WAS NAILED TO THE TREE. FOR THAT PERFECT BEING NOUS, KNOWING THAT THE NUMBER SIX HAD THE POWER BOTH OF FORMATION AND REGENERATION, DECLARED TO THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT, THAT REGENERATION WHICH HAS BEEN WROUGHT OUT BY HIM WHO APPEARED AS THE EPISEMON IN REGARD TO THAT NUMBER. WHENCE ALSO HE DECLARES IT IS THAT THE DOUBLE LETTERS(5) CONTAIN THE EPISEMON NUMBER; FOR THIS EPISEMON, WHEN JOINED TO THE TWENTY-FOUR ELEMENTS, COMPLETED THE NAME OF THIRTY LETTERS. 
7. HE EMPLOYED AS HIS INSTRUMENT, AS THE SIGE OF MARCUS DECLARES, THE POWER OF SEVEN LETTERS,(6) IN ORDER THAT THE FRUIT OF THE INDEPENDENT WILL [OF ACHAMOTH] MIGHT BE REVEALED. "CONSIDER THIS PRESENT EPISEMON," SHE SAYS--"HIM WHO WAS FORMED AFTER THE [ORIGINAL] EPISEMON, AS BEING, AS IT WERE, DIVIDED OR CUT INTO TWO PARTS, AND REMAINING OUTSIDE; WHO, BY HIS OWN POWER AND WISDOM, THROUGH MEANS OF THAT WHICH HAD BEEN PRODUCED BY HIMSELF, GAVE LIFE TO THIS WORLD, CONSISTING OF SEVEN POWERS,(7) AFTER THE LIKENESS OF THE POWER OF THE HEBDOMAD, AND SO FORMED IT, THAT IT IS THE SOUL OF EVERYTHING VISIBLE. AND HE INDEED USES THIS WORK HIMSELF AS IF IT HAD BEEN FORMED BY HIS OWN FREE WILL; BUT THE REST, AS BEING IMAGES OF WHAT CANNOT BE [FULLY] IMITATED, ARE SUBSERVIENT TO THE ENTHYMESIS OF THE MOTHER. AND THE FIRST HEAVEN INDEED PRONOUNCES ALPHA, THE NEXT TO THIS EPSILON, THE THIRD ETA, THE FOURTH, WHICH IS ALSO IN THE MIDST OF THE SEVEN, UTTERS THE SOUND OF IOTA, THE FIFTH OMICRON, THE SIXTH UPSILON, THE SEVENTH, WHICH IS ALSO THE FOURTH FROM THE MIDDLE, UTTERS THE ELEGANT OMEGA,"--AS THE SIGE OF MARCUS, TALKING A DEAL OF NONSENSE, BUT UTTERING NO WORD OF TRUTH, CONFIDENTLY ASSERTS. "AND THESE POWERS," SHE ADDS, "BEING ALL SIMULTANEOUSLY CLASPED IN EACH OTHER'S EMBRACE, DO SOUND OUT THE GLORY OF HIM BY WHOM THEY WERE PRODUCED; AND THE GLORY OF THAT SOUND IS TRANSMITTED UPWARDS TO THE PROPATOR." SHE ASSERTS, MOREOVER, THAT "THE SOUND OF THIS UTTERING OF PRAISE, HAVING BEEN WAFTED TO THE EARTH, HAS BECOME THE FRAMER AND THE PARENT OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ON THE EARTH." 
8. HE INSTANCES, IN PROOF OF THIS, THE CASE OF INFANTS WHO HAVE JUST BEEN BORN, THE CRY OF WHOM, AS SOON AS THEY HAVE ISSUED FROM THE WOMB, IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SOUND OF EVERY ONE OF THESE ELEMENTS. AS, THEN, HE SAYS, THE SEVEN POWERS GLORIFY THE WORD, SO ALSO DOES THE COMPLAINING SOUL OF INFANTS.(8) FOR THIS REASON, TOO, DAVID SAID: "OUT OF THE MOUTH OF BABES AND SUCKLING’S THOU HAST PERFECTED PRAISE;"(9) AND AGAIN: "THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE GLORY OF GOD."(10) HENCE ALSO IT COMES TO PASS, THAT WHEN THE SOUL IS INVOLVED IN DIFFICULTIES AND DISTRESSES, FOR ITS OWN RELIEF IT CALLS OUT, "OH" (W), IN HONOUR OF THE LETTER IN QUESTION,(11) SO THAT ITS COGNATE SOUL ABOVE MAY RECOGNIZE [ITS DISTRESS], AND SEND DOWN TO IT RELIEF. 
9. THUS IT IS, THAT IN REGARD TO THE WHOLE NAME,(12) WHICH CONSISTS OF THIRTY LETTERS, AND BYTHUS, WHO RECEIVES HIS INCREASE FROM THE LETTERS OF THIS [NAME], AND, MOREOVER, THE BODY OF ALETHEIA, WHICH IS COMPOSED OF TWELVE MEMBERS, EACH OF WHICH CONSISTS OF TWO LETTERS, AND THE VOICE WHICH SHE UTTERED WITHOUT HAVING SPOKEN AT ALL, AND IN REGARD TO THE ANALYSIS OF THAT NAME WHICH CANNOT BE EXPRESSED IN WORDS, AND THE SOUL OF THE WORLD AND OF MAN, ACCORDING AS THEY POSSESS THAT ARRANGEMENT, WHICH IS AFTER THE IMAGE [OF THINGS ABOVE], HE HAS UTTERED HIS NONSENSICAL OPINIONS. IT REMAINS THAT I RELATE HOW THE TETRAD SHOWED HIM FROM THE NAMES A POWER EQUAL IN NUMBER; SO THAT NOTHING, MY FRIEND, WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED AS SPOKEN BY HIM, MAY REMAIN UNKNOWN TO THEE; AND THUS, THY REQUEST, OFTEN PROPOSED TO ME, MAY BE FULFILLED. 
CHAP. XV.--SIGE RELATES TO MARCUS THE GENERATION OF THE TWENTY-FOUR ELEMENTS AND OF JESUS. EXPOSURE OF THESE ABSURDITIES. 
1. THE ALL-WISE SIGE THEN ANNOUNCED THE PRODUCTION OF THE FOUR-AND-TWENTY ELEMENTS TO HIM AS FOLLOWS: ALONG WITH MONOTES THERE COEXISTED HENOTES, FROM WHICH SPRANG TWO PRODUCTIONS, AS WE HAVE REMARKED ABOVE, MONAS AND HEN, WHICH, ADDED TO THE OTHER TWO, MAKE FOUR, FOR TWICE TWO ARE FOUR. AND AGAIN, TWO AND FOUR, WHEN ADDED TOGETHER, EXHIBIT THE NUMBER SIX. AND FURTHER, THESE SIX BEING QUADRUPLED, GIVE RISE TO THE TWENTY-FOUR FORMS. AND THE NAMES OF THE FIRST TETRAD, WHICH ARE UNDERSTOOD TO BE MOST HOLY, AND NOT CAPABLE OF BEING EXPRESSED IN WORDS, ARE KNOWN BY THE SON ALONE, WHILE THE FATHER ALSO KNOWS WHAT THEY ARE. THE OTHER NAMES WHICH ARE TO BE UTTERED WITH RESPECT, AND FAITH, AND REVERENCE, ARE, ACCORDING TO HIM, ARRHETOS AND SIGE, PATER AND ALETHEIA. NOW THE ENTIRE NUMBER OF THIS TETRAD AMOUNTS TO FOUR-AND-TWENTY LETTERS; FOR THE NAME ARRHETOS CONTAINS IN ITSELF SEVEN LETTERS, SEIGE(1) FIVE, PATER FIVE, AND ALETHEIA SEVEN. IF ALL THESE BE ADDED TOGETHER--TWICE FIVE, AND TWICE SEVEN--THEY COMPLETE THE NUMBER TWENTY-FOUR. IN LIKE MANNER, ALSO, THE SECOND TETRAD, LOGOS AND ZOE, ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA, REVEAL THE SAME NUMBER OF ELEMENTS. MOREOVER, THAT NAME OF THE SAVIOUR WHICH MAY BE PRONOUNCED, VIZ., JESUS 'IHSOUS, CONSISTS OF SIX LETTERS, BUT HIS UNUTTERABLE NAME COMPRISES FOR-AND-TWENTY LETTERS. THE NAME CHRIST THE SON(2) (UIOS XREISTOS) COMPRISES TWELVE LETTER, BUT THAT WHICH IS UNPRONOUNCEABLE IN CHRIST CONTAINS THIRTY LETTERS. AND FOR THIS REASON, HE DECLARES THAT FIE IS ALPHA AND OMEGA, THAT HE MAY INDICATE THE DOVE, INASMUCH AS THAT BIRD HAS THIS NUMBER [IN ITS NAME]. 
2. BUT JESUS, HE AFFIRMS, HAS THE FOLLOWING UNSPEAKABLE ORIGIN. FROM THE MOTHER OF ALL THINGS, THAT IS, THE FIRST TETRAD; THERE CAME FORTH THE SECOND TETRAD, AFTER THE MANNER OF A DAUGHTER; AND THUS, AN OGDOAD WAS FORMED, FROM WHICH, AGAIN, A DECAD PROCEEDED: THUS, WAS PRODUCED A DECAD AND AN OGDOAD. THE DECAD, THEN, BEING JOINED WITH THE OGDOAD, AND MULTIPLYING IT TEN TIMES, GAVE RISE TO THE NUMBER EIGHTY; AND, AGAIN, MULTIPLYING EIGHTY TEN TIMES, PRODUCED THE NUMBER EIGHT HUNDRED. THUS, THEN, THE WHOLE NUMBER OF THE LETTERS PROCEEDING FROM THE OGDOAD [MULTIPLIED] INTO THE DECAD, IS EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT.(3) THIS IS THE NAME OF JESUS; FOR THIS NAME, IF YOU RECKON UP THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THE LETTERS, AMOUNTS TO EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT. THUS, THEN, YOU HAVE A CLEAR STATEMENT OF THEIR OPINION AS TO THE ORIGIN OF THE SUPER-CELESTIAL JESUS. WHEREFORE, ALSO, THE ALPHABET OF THE GREEKS CONTAINS EIGHT MONADS, EIGHT DECADS, AND EIGHT HECATADS(4), WHICH PRESENT THE NUMBER EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT, THAT IS, JESUS, WHO IS FORMED OF ALL NUMBERS; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT HE IS CALLED ALPHA AND OMEGA, INDICATING HIS ORIGIN FROM ALL. AND, AGAIN, THEY PUT THE MATTER THUS: IF THE FIRST TETRAD BE ADDED UP ACCORDING TO THE PROGRESSION OF NUMBER, THE NUMBER TEN APPEARS. FOR ONE, AND TWO, AND THREE, AND FOUR, WHEN ADDED TOGETHER, FORM TEN; AND THIS, AS THEY WILL HAVE IT, IS JESUS. MOREOVER, CHREISTUS, HE SAYS, BEING A WORD OF EIGHT LETTERS, INDICATES THE FIRST OGDOAD, AND THIS, WHEN MULTIPLIED BY TEN, GIVES BIRTH TO JESUS (888). AND CHRIST THE SON, HE SAYS, IS ALSO SPOKEN OF, THAT IS, THE DUODECAD. FOR THE NAME SON, (UIOS) CONTAINS FOUR LETTERS, AND CHRIST (CHREISTUS) EIGHT, WHICH, BEING COMBINED, POINT OUT THE GREATNESS OF THE DUODECAD. BUT, HE ALLEGES, BEFORE THE EPISEMON OF THIS NAME APPEARED, THAT IS JESUS THE SON, MANKIND WAS INVOLVED IN GREAT IGNORANCE AND ERROR. BUT WHEN THIS NAME OF SIX LETTERS WAS MANIFESTED (THE PERSON BEARING IT CLOTHING HIMSELF IN FLESH, THAT HE MIGHT COME UNDER THE APPREHENSION OF MAN'S SENSES, AND HAVING IN HIMSELF THESE SIX AND TWENTY-FOUR LETTERS), THEN, BECOMING ACQUAINTED WITH HIM, THEY CEASED FROM THEIR IGNORANCE, AND PASSED FROM DEATH UNTO LIFE, THIS NAME SERVING AS THEIR GUIDE TO THE FATHER OF TRUTH.(5) FOR THE FATHER OF ALL HAD RESOLVED TO PUT AN END TO IGNORANCE, AND TO DESTROY DEATH. BUT THIS ABOLISHING OF IGNORANCE WAS JUST THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM. AND THEREFORE, THAT MAN (ANTHROPOS) WAS CHOSEN ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, HAVING BEEN FORMED AFTER THE IMAGE OF THE [CORRESPONDING] POWER ABOVE. 
3. AS TO THE AEONS, THEY PROCEEDED FROM THE TETRAD, AND IN THAT TETRAD WERE ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA, LOGOS AND ZOE. THE POWERS, THEN, HE DECLARES, WHO EMANATED FROM THESE, GENERATED THAT JESUS WHO APPEARED UPON THE EARTH. THE ANGEL GABRIEL TOOK THE PLACE OF LOGOS, THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT OF ZOE, THE POWER OF THE HIGHEST THAT OF ANTHROPOS, WHILE THE VIRGIN POINTED OUT THE PLACE OF ECCLESIA. AND THUS, BY A SPECIAL DISPENSATION, THERE WAS GENERATED BY HIM, THROUGH MARY, THAT MAN, WHOM, AS HE PASSED THROUGH THE WOMB, THE FATHER OF ALL CHOSE TO [OBTAIN] THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIMSELF BY MEANS OF THE WORD. AND ON HIS COMING TO THE WATER [OF BAPTISM], THERE DESCENDED ON HIM, IN THE FORM OF A DOVE, THAT BEING WHO HAD FORMERLY ASCENDED ON HIGH, AND COMPLETED THE TWELFTH NUMBER, IN WHOM THERE EXISTED THE SEED OF THOSE WHO WERE PRODUCED CONTEMPORANEOUSLY WITH HIMSELF, AND WHO DESCENDED AND ASCENDED ALONG WITH HIM. MOREOVER, HE MAINTAINS THAT POWER WHICH DESCENDED WAS THE SEED OF THE FATHER, WHICH HAD IN ITSELF BOTH THE FATHER AND THE SON, AS WELL AS THAT POWER OF SIGE WHICH IS KNOWN BY MEANS OF THEM, BUT CANNOT BE EXPRESSED IN LANGUAGE, AND ALSO ALL THE AEONS. AND THIS WAS THAT SPIRIT WHO SPOKE BY THE MOUTH OF JESUS, AND WHO CONFESSED THAT HE WAS THE SON OF MAN AS WELL AS REVEALED THE FATHER, AND WHO, HAVING DESCENDED INTO JESUS, WAS MADE ONE WITH HIM. AND HE SAYS THAT THE SAVIOUR FORMED BY SPECIAL DISPENSATION DID INDEED DESTROY DEATH, BUT THAT CHRIST MADE KNOWN THE FATHER.(1) HE MAINTAINS, THEREFORE, THAT JESUS IS THE NAME OF THAT MAN FORMED BY A SPECIAL DISPENSATION, AND THAT HE WAS FORMED AFTER THE LIKENESS AND FORM OF THAT [HEAVENLY] ANTHROPOS, WHO WAS ABOUT TO DESCEND UPON HIM. AFTER HE HAD RECEIVED THAT AEON, HE POSSESSED ANTHROPOS HIMSELF, AND LOGES HIMSELF, AND PATER, AND ARRHETUS, AND SIGE, AND ALETHEIA, AND ECCLESIA, AND ZOE. 
4. SUCH RAVINGS, WE MAY NOW WELL SAY, GO BEYOND IU, IU, PHEU, PHEU, AND EVERY KIND OF TRAGIC EXCLAMATION OR UTTERANCE OF MISERY.(2) FOR WHO WOULD NOT DETEST ONE WHO IS THE WRETCHED CENTRIVER OF SUCH AUDACIOUS FALSEHOODS, WHEN HE PERCEIVES THE TRUTH TURNED BY MARCUS INTO A MERE IMAGE, AND THAT PUNCTURED ALL OVER WITH THE LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET? THE GREEKS CONFESS THAT THEY FIRST RECEIVED SIXTEEN LETTERS FROM CADMUS, AND THAT BUT RECENTLY, AS COMPARED WITH THE BEGINNING, [THE VAST ANTIQUITY OF WHICH IS IMPLIED] IN THE COMMON PROVERB: "YESTERDAY AND BEFORE;"(3) AND AFTERWARDS, IN THE COURSE OF TIME, THEY THEMSELVES INVENTED AT ONE PERIOD THE ASPIRATES, AND AT ANOTHER THE DOUBLE LETTERS, WHILE, LAST OF ALL, THEY SAY PALAMEDES ADDED THE LONG LETTERS TO THE FORMER. WAS IT SO, THEN, THAT UNTIL THESE THINGS TOOK PLACE AMONG THE GREEKS, TRUTH HAD NO EXISTENCE? FOR, ACCORDING TO THEE, MARCUS, THE BODY OF TRUTH IS POSTERIOR TO CADMUS AND THOSE WHO PRECEDED HIM--POSTERIOR ALSO TO THOSE WHO ADDED THE REST OF THE LETTERS--POSTERIOR EVEN TO THYSELF! FOR THOU ALONE HAST FORMED THAT WHICH IS CALLED BY THEE THE TRUTH INTO AN [OUTWARD, VISIBLE] IMAGE. 
5. BUT WHO WILL TOLERATE THY NONSENSICAL SIGE, WHO NAMES HIM THAT CANNOT BE NAMED, AND EXPOUNDS THE NATURE OF HIM THAT IS UNSPEAKABLE, AND SEARCHES OUT HIM THAT IS UNSEARCHABLE, AND DECLARES THAT HE WHOM THOU MAINTAINEST TO BE DESTITUTE OF BODY AND FORM, OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SENT FORTH THE WORD, AS IF HE WERE INCLUDED AMONG ORGANIZED BEINGS; AND THAT HIS WORD, WHILE LIKE TO HIS AUTHOR, AND BEARING THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE, NEVERTHELESS CONSISTED OF THIRTY ELEMENTS AND FOUR SYLLABLES? IT WILL FOLLOW, THEN, ACCORDING TO THY THEORY, THAT THE FATHER OF ALL, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LIKENESS OF THE WORD, CONSISTS OF THIRTY ELEMENTS AND FOUR SYLLABLES! OR, AGAIN, WHO WILL TOLERATE THEE IN THY JUGGLING WITH FORMS AND NUMBERS,--AT ONE TIME THIRTY, AT ANOTHER TWENTY-FOUR, AND AT ANOTHER, AGAIN, ONLY SIX,--WHILST THOU SHUTTEST UP [IN THESE] THE WORD OF GOD, THE FOUNDER, AND FRAMER, AND MAKER OF ALL THINGS; AND THEN, AGAIN, CUTTING HIM UP PIECEMEAL INTO FOUR SYLLABLES AND THIRTY ELEMENTS; AND BRINGING DOWN THE LORD OF ALL WHO FOUNDED THE HEAVENS TO THE NUMBER EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT, SO THAT HE SHOULD BE SIMILAR TO THE ALPHABET; AND SUBDIVIDING THE FATHER, WHO CANNOT BE CONTAINED, BUT CONTAINS ALL THINGS, INTO A TETRAD, AND AN OGDOAD, AND A DECAD, AND A DUODECAD; AND BY SUCH MULTIPLICATIONS, SETTING FORTH THE UNSPEAKABLE AND INCONCEIVABLE NATURE OF THE FATHER, AS THOU THYSELF DECLAREST IT TO BE? AND SHOWING THYSELF A VERY DAEDALUS FOR EVIL INVENTION, AND THE WICKED ARCHITECT OF THE SUPREME POWER, THOU DOST CONSTRUCT A NATURE AND SUBSTANCE FOR HIM WHOM THOU CALLEST INCORPOREAL AND IMMATERIAL, OUT OF A MULTITUDE OF LETTERS, GENERATED THE ONE BY THE OTHER. AND THAT POWER WHOM THOU AFFIRMEST TO BE INDIVISIBLE, THOU DOST NEVERTHELESS DIVIDE INTO CONSONANTS, AND VOWELS, AND SEMI-VOWELS; AND, FALSELY ASCRIBING THOSE LETTERS WHICH ARE MUTE TO THE FATHER OF ALL THINGS, AND TO HIS ENNCEA (THOUGHT), THOU HAST DRIVEN ON ALL THAT PLACE CONFIDENCE IN THEE TO THE HIGHEST POINT OF BLASPHEMY, AND TO THE GROSSEST IMPIETY.(4) 
6. WITH GOOD REASON, THEREFORE, AND VERY FITTINGLY, IN REFERENCE TO THY RASH ATTEMPT, HAS THAT DIVINE ELDERS AND PREACHER OF THE TRUTH BURST FORTH IN VERSE AGAINST THEE AS FOLLOWS: "MARCUS, THOU FORMER OF IDOLS, INSPECTOR OF PORTENTS, SKILLED IN CONSULTING THE STARS, AND DEEP IN THE BLACK ARTS OF MAGIC, EVER BY TRICKS SUCH AS THESE CONFIRMING THE DOCTRINES OF ERROR, FURNISHING SIGNS UNTO THOSE INVOLVED BY THEE IN DECEPTION, WONDERS OF POWER THAT IS UTTERLY SEVERED FROM GOD AND APOSTATE, WHICH SATAN, THY TRUE FATHER, ENABLES THEE STILL TO ACCOMPLISH, BY MEANS OF AZAZEL, THAT FALLEN AND YET MIGHTY ANGEL,-- THUS MAKING THEE THE PRECURSOR OF HIS OWN IMPIOUS ACTIONS." SUCH ARE THE WORDS OF THE SAINTLY ELDER. AND I SHALL ENDEAVOUR TO STATE THE REMAINDER OF THEIR MYSTICAL SYSTEM, WHICH RUNS OUT TO GREAT LENGTH, IN BRIEF COMPASS, AND TO BRING TO THE LIGHT WHAT HAS FOR A LONG TIME BEEN CONCEALED. FOR IN THIS WAY SUCH THINGS WILL BECOME EASILY SUSCEPTIBLE OF EXPOSURE BY ALL. 
CHAP. XVI.--ABSURD INTERPRETATIONS OF THE MARCOSIANS. 
1. BLENDING IN ONE THE PRODUCTION OF THEIR OWN AEONS, AND THE STRAYING AND RECOVERY OF THE SHEEP [SPOKEN OF IN THE GOSPEL(1)], THESE PERSONS ENDEAVOUR TO SET FORTH THINGS IN A MORE MYSTICAL STYLE, WHILE THEY REFER EVERYTHING TO NUMBERS, MAINTAINING THAT THE UNIVERSE HAS BEEN FORMED OUT OF A MONAD AND A DYAD. AND THEN, RECKONING FROM UNITY ON TO FOUR, THEY THUS GENERATE THE DECAD. FOR WHEN ONE, TWO, THREE, AND FOUR ARE ADDED TOGETHER, THEY GIVE RISE TO THE NUMBER OF THE TEN AEONS. AND, AGAIN, THE DYAD ADVANCING FROM ITSELF [BY TWOS] UP TO SIX--TWO, AND FOUR, AND SIX--BRINGS OUT THE DUODECAD. ONCE MORE, IF WE RECKON IN THE SAME WAY UP TO TEN, THE NUMBER THIRTY APPEARS, M WHICH ARE FOUND EIGHT, AND TEN, AND TWELVE. THEY THEREFORE TERM THE DUODECAD--BECAUSE IT CONTAINS THE EPISEMON,(2) AND BECAUSE THE EPISEMON [SO TO SPEAK] WAITS UPON IT--THE PASSION. AND FOR THIS REASON, BECAUSE AN ERROR OCCURRED IN CONNECTION WITH THE TWELFTH NUMBER,(3) THE SHEEP FRISKED OFF, AND WENT ASTRAY; FOR THEY ASSERT THAT A DEFECTION TOOK PLACE FROM THE DUODECAD. IN THE SAME WAY THEY ORACULARLY DECLARE, THAT ONE POWER HAVING DEPARTED ALSO FROM THE DUODECAD, HAS PERISHED; AND THIS WAS REPRESENTED BY THE WOMAN WHO LOST THE DRACHMA,(4) AND, LIGHTING A LAMP, AGAIN FOUND IT. THUS, THEREFORE, THE NUMBERS THAT WERE LEFT, VIZ., NINE, AS RESPECTS THE PIECES OF MONEY, AND ELEVEN IN REGARD TO THE SHEEP,(5) WHEN MULTIPLIED TOGETHER, GIVE BIRTH TO THE NUMBER NINETY-NINE, FOR NINE TIMES ELEVEN ARE NINETY-NINE. WHEREFORE ALSO THEY MAINTAIN THE WORD "AMEN" CONTAINS THIS NUMBER. 
2. I WILL NOT, HOWEVER, WEARY THEE BY RECOUNTING THEIR OTHER INTERPRETATIONS, THAT YOU MAY PERCEIVE THE RESULTS EVERYWHERE. THEY MAINTAIN FOR INSTANCE, THAT THE LETTER ETA (H) ALONG WITH THE EPISEMON (E) FIFTEEN ARE FORMED; THEN ADDING SEVEN TO THAT NUMBER, THE SUM OF TWENTY-TWO IS REACHED. NEXT, ETA BEING ADDED TO THESE, SINCE ITS VALUE IS EIGHT, THE MOST WONDERFUL TRIACONTAD IS COMPLETED. AND HENCE THEY GIVE FORTH THAT THE OGDOAD IS THE MOTHER OF THE THIRTY AEONS. SINCE, THEREFORE, THE NUMBER THIRTY IS COMPOSED OF THREE POWERS [THE OGDOAD, DECAD, AND DUODECAD], WHEN MULTIPLIED BY THREE, IT PRODUCES NINETY, FOR THREE TIMES THIRTY ARE NINETY. LIKEWISE, THIS TRIAD, WHEN MULTIPLIED BY ITSELF, GIVES RISE TO NINE. THUS, THE OGDOAD GENERATES, BY THESE MEANS, NINETY-NINE. AND SINCE THE TWELFTH AEON, BY HER DEFECTION, LEFT ELEVEN IN THE HEIGHTS ABOVE, THEY MAINTAIN THAT THEREFORE THE POSITION OF THE LETTERS IS A TRUE COORDINATE OF THE METHOD OF THEIR CALCULATION(6) (FOR LAMBDA IS THE ELEVENTH IN ORDER AMONG THE LETTERS, AND REPRESENTS THE NUMBER THIRTY), AND ALSO FORMS A REPRESENTATION OF THE ARRANGEMENT OF AFFAIRS ABOVE, SINCE, ON FROM ALPHA, OMITTING EPISEMON, THE NUMBER OF THE LETTERS UP TO LAMBDA, WHEN ADDED TOGETHER ACCORDING TO THE SUCCESSIVE VALUE OF THE LETTERS, AND INCLUDING ZAMBDA ITSELF, FORMS THE SUM OF NINETY-NINE; BUT THAT THIS LAMBDA, BEING THE ELEVENTH IN ORDER, DESCENDED TO SEEK AFTER ONE EQUAL TO ITSELF, SO AS TO COMPLETE THE NUMBER OF TWELVE LETTERS, AND WHEN IT FOUND SUCH A ONE, THE NUMBER WAS COMPLETED, IS MANIFEST FROM THE VERY CONFIGURATION OF THE LETTER; FOR LAMBDA BEING ENGAGED, AS IT WERE, IN THE QUEST OF ONE SIMILAR TO ITSELF, AND FINDING SUCH AN ONE, AND CLASPING IT TO ITSELF, THUS FILLED UP THE PLACE OF THE TWELFTH, THE LETTER MU (M) BEING COMPOSED OF TWO LAMBDAS (L). WHEREFORE ALSO THEY, BY MEANS OF THEIR "KNOWLEDGE," AVOID THE PLACE OF NINETY-NINE, THAT IS, THE DEFECTION--A TYPE OF THE LEFT HAND,(7)--BUT ENDEAVOR TO SECURE ONE MORE, WHICH, WHEN ADDED TO THE NINETY AND NINE, HAS THE EFFECT OF CHANGING THEIR RECKONING TO THE RIGHT HAND. 
3. I WELL KNOW, MY DEAR FRIEND, THAT WHEN THOU HAST READ THROUGH ALL THIS, THOU WILT INDULGE IN A HEARTY LAUGH OVER THIS THEIR INFLATED WISE FOLLY! BUT THOSE MEN ARE REALLY WORTHY OF BEING MOURNED OVER, WHO PROMULGATE SUCH A KIND OF RELIGION, AND WHO SO FRIGIDLY AND PERVERSELY PULL TO PIECES THE GREATNESS OF THE TRULY UNSPEAKABLE POWER, AND THE DISPENSATIONS OF GOD IN THEMSELVES SO STRIKING, BY MEANS OF ALPHA AND BETA, AND THROUGH THE AID OF NUMBERS. BUT AS MANY AS SEPARATE FROM THE CHURCH, AND GIVE HEED TO SUCH OLD WIVES' FABLES AS THESE, ARE TRULY SELF-CONDEMNED; AND THESE MEN PAUL COMMANDS US, "AFTER A FIRST AND SECOND ADMONITION, TO AVOID."(8) AND JOHN, THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD, HAS INTENSIFIED THEIR CONDEMNATION, WHEN HE DESIRES US NOT EVEN TO ADDRESS TO THEM THE SALUTATION OF "GOOD-SPEED;" FOR, SAYS HE, "HE THAT BIDS THEM BE OF GOOD-SPEED IS A PARTAKER WITH THEIR EVIL DEEDS;"(1) AND THAT WITH REASON, "FOR THERE IS NO GOOD-SPEED TO THE UNGODLY,"(2) SAITH THE LORD. IMPIOUS INDEED, BEYOND ALL IMPIETY, ARE THESE MEN, WHO ASSERT THAT THE MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE ONLY GOD ALMIGHTY, BESIDES WHOM THERE IS NO GOD, WAS PRODUCED BY MEANS OF A DEFECT, WHICH ITSELF SPRANG FROM ANOTHER DEFECT, SO THAT, ACCORDING TO THEM, HE WAS THE PRODUCT OF THE THIRD DEFECT.(3) SUCH AN OPINION WE SHOULD DETEST AND EXECRATE, WHILE WE OUGHT EVERYWHERE TO FLEE FAR APART FROM THOSE THAT HOLD IT; AND IN PROPORTION AS THEY VEHEMENTLY MAINTAIN AND REJOICE IN THEIR FICTITIOUS DOCTRINES, SO MUCH THE MORE SHOULD WE BE CONVINCED THAT THEY ARE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE WICKED SPIRITS OF THE OGDOAD,--JUST AS THOSE PERSONS WHO FALL INTO A FIT OF FRENZY, THE MORE THEY LAUGH, AND IMAGINE THEMSELVES TO BE WELL, AND DO ALL THINGS AS IF THEY WERE IN GOOD HEALTH [BOTH OF BODY AND MIND], YEA, SOME THINGS BETTER THAN THOSE WHO REALLY ARE SO, ARE ONLY THUS SHOWN TO BE THE MORE SERIOUSLY DISEASED. IN LIKE MANNER DO THESE MEN, THE MORE THEY SEEM TO EXCEL OTHERS IN WISDOM, AND WASTE THEIR STRENGTH BY DRAWING THE BOW TOO TIGHTLY,(4) THE GREATER FOOLS DO THEY SHOW THEMSELVES. FOR WHEN THE UNCLEAN SPIRIT OF FOLLY HAS GONE FORTH, AND WHEN AFTERWARDS HE FINDS THEM NOT WAITING UPON GOD, BUT OCCUPIED WITH MERE WORLDLY QUESTIONS, THEN, "TAKING SEVEN OTHER SPIRITS MORE WICKED THAN HIMSELF,"(5) AND INFLATING THE MINDS OF THESE MEN WITH THE NOTION OF THEIR BEING ABLE TO CONCEIVE OF SOMETHING BEYOND GOD, AND HAVING FITLY PREPARED THEM FOR THE RECEPTION OF DECEIT, HE IMPLANTS WITHIN THEM THE OGDOAD OF THE FOOLISH SPIRITS OF WICKEDNESS. 
CHAP. XVII.--THE THEORY OF THE MARCOSIANS, THAT CREATED THINGS WERE MADE AFTER THE IMAGE OF THINGS INVISIBLE. 
1. I WISH ALSO TO EXPLAIN TO THEE THEIR THEORY AS TO THE WAY IN WHICH THE CREATION ITSELF WAS FORMED THROUGH THE MOTHER BY THE DEMIURGE (AS IT WERE WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE), AFTER THE IMAGE OF THINGS INVISIBLE. THEY MAINTAIN, THEN, THAT FIRST OF ALL THE FOUR ELEMENTS, FIRE, WATER, EARTH, AND AIR, WERE PRODUCED AFTER THE IMAGE OF THE PRIMARY TETRAD ABOVE, AND THAT THEN, WE ADD THEIR OPERATIONS, VIZ., HEAT, COLD, DRYNESS, AND HUMIDITY, AN EXACT LIKENESS OF THE OGDOAD IS PRESENTED. THEY NEXT RECKON UP TEN POWERS IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER: THERE ARE SEVEN GLOBULAR BODIES, WHICH THEY ALSO CALL HEAVENS; THEN THAT GLOBULAR BODY WHICH CONTAINS THESE, WHICH ALSO THEY NAME THE EIGHTH HEAVEN; AND, IN ADDITION TO THESE, THE SUN AND MOON. THESE, BEING TEN IN NUMBER, THEY DECLARE TO BE TYPES OF THE INVISIBLE DECAD, WHICH PROCEEDED FROM LOGOS AND ZOE. AS TO THE DUODECAD, IT IS INDICATED BY THE ZODIACAL CIRCLE, AS IT IS CALLED; FOR THEY AFFIRM THAT THE TWELVE SIGNS DO MOST MANIFESTLY SHADOW FORTH THE DUODECAD, THE DAUGHTER OF ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA. AND SINCE THE HIGHEST HEAVEN, BEATING UPON THE VERY SPHERE [OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN], HAS BEEN LINKED WITH THE MOST RAPID PRECESSION OF THE WHOLE SYSTEM, AS A CHECK, AND BALANCING THAT SYSTEM WITH ITS OWN GRAVITY, SO THAT IT COMPLETES THE CYCLE FROM SIGN TO SIGN IN THIRTY YEARS,--THEY SAY THAT THIS IS AN IMAGE OF HORUS, ENCIRCLING THEIR THIRTY-NAMED MOTHER.(6) AND THEN, AGAIN, AS THE MOON TRAVELS THROUGH HER ALLOTTED SPACE OF HEAVEN IN THIRTY DAYS, THEY HOLD, THAT BY THESE DAYS SHE EXPRESSES THE NUMBER OF THE THIRTY AEONS. THE SUN ALSO, WHO RUNS THROUGH HIS ORBIT IN TWELVE MONTHS, AND THEN RETURNS TO THE SAME POINT IN THE CIRCLE, MAKES THE DUODECAD MANIFEST BY THESE TWELVE MONTHS; AND THE DAYS, AS BEING MEASURED BY TWELVE HOURS, ARE A TYPE OF THE INVISIBLE DUODECAD. MOREOVER, THEY DECLARE THAT THE HOUR, WHICH IS THE TWELFTH PART OF THE DAY, IS COMPOSED(7) OF THIRTY PARTS, IN ORDER TO SET FORTH THE IMAGE OF THE TRIACONTAD. ALSO, THE CIRCUMFERENCE OF THE ZODIACAL CIRCLE ITSELF CONTAINS THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY DEGREES (FOR EACH OF ITS SIGNS COMPRISES THIRTY); AND THUS ALSO THEY AFFIRM, THAT BY MEANS OF THIS CIRCLE AN IMAGE IS PRESERVED OF THAT CONNECTION WHICH EXISTS BETWEEN THE TWELVE AND THE THIRTY. STILL FURTHER, ASSERTING THAT THE EARTH IS DIVIDED INTO TWELVE ZONES, AND THAT IN EACH ZONE IT RECEIVES POWER FROM THE HEAVENS, ACCORDING TO THE PERPENDICULAR [POSITION OF THE SUN ABOVE IT], BRINGING FORTH PRODUCTIONS CORRESPONDING TO THAT POWER WHICH SENDS DOWN ITS INFLUENCE UPON IT, THEY MAINTAIN THAT THIS IS A MOST EVIDENT TYPE OF THE DUODECAD AND ITS OFFSPRING. 
2. IN ADDITION TO THESE THINGS, THEY DECLARE THAT THE DEMIURGE, DESIRING TO IMITATE THE INFINITUDE, AND ETERNITY, AND IMMENSITY, AND FREEDOM FROM ALL MEASUREMENT BY TIME OF THE OGDOAD ABOVE, BUT, AS HE WAS THE FRUIT OF DEFECT, BEING UNABLE TO EXPRESS ITS PERMANENCE AND ETERNITY, HAD RECOURSE TO THE EXPEDIENT OF SPREADING OUT ITS ETERNITY INTO TIMES, AND SEASONS, AND VAST NUMBERS OF YEARS, IMAGINING, THAT BY THE MULTITUDE OF SUCH TIMES HE MIGHT IMITATE ITS IMMENSITY. THEY DECLARE FURTHER, THAT THE TRUTH HAVING ESCAPED HIM, HE FOLLOWED THAT WHICH WAS FALSE, AND THAT, FOR THIS REASON, WHEN THE TIMES ARE FULFILLED, HIS WORK SHAH PERISH. 
CHAP. XVIII.--PASSAGES FROM MOSES, WHICH THE HERETICS PERVERT TO THE SUPPORT OF THEIR HYPOTHESIS. 
1. AND WHILE THEY AFFIRM SUCH THINGS AS THESE CONCERNING THE CREATION, EVERY ONE OF THEM GENERATES SOMETHING NEW, DAY BY DAY, ACCORDING TO HIS ABILITY; FOR NO ONE IS DEEMED "PERFECT," WHO DOES NOT DEVELOP AMONG THEM SOME MIGHTY FICTIONS. IT IS THUS NECESSARY, FIRST, TO INDICATE WHAT THINGS THEY METAMORPHOSE [TO THEIR OWN USE] OUT OF THE PROPHETICAL WRITINGS, AND NEXT, TO REFUTE THEM. MOSES, THEN, THEY DECLARE, BY HIS MODE OF BEGINNING THE ACCOUNT OF THE CREATION, HAS AT THE COMMENCEMENT POINTED OUT THE MOTHER OF ALL THINGS WHEN HE SAYS, "IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH;"(1) FOR, AS THEY MAINTAIN, BY NAMING THESE FOUR, GOD, BEGINNING, HEAVEN, AND EARTH, HE SET FORTH THEIR TETRAD. INDICATING ALSO ITS INVISIBLE AND HIDDEN NATURE, HE SAID, "NOW THE EARTH WAS INVISIBLE AND UNFORMED."(2) THEY WILL HAVE IT, MOREOVER, THAT HE SPOKE OF THE SECOND TETRAD, THE OFFSPRING OF THE FIRST, IN THIS WAY--BY NAMING AN ABYSS AND DARKNESS, IN WHICH WERE ALSO WATER, AND THE SPIRIT MOVING UPON THE WATER. THEN, PROCEEDING TO MENTION THE DECAD, HE NAMES LIGHT, DAY, NIGHT, THE FIRMAMENT, THE EVENING, THE MORNING, DRY LAND, SEA, PLANTS, AND, IN THE TENTH PLACE, TREES. THUS, BY MEANS OF THESE TEN NAMES, HE INDICATED THE TEN AEONS. THE POWER OF THE DUODECAD, AGAIN, WAS SHADOWED FORTH BY HIM THUS: HE NAMES THE SUN, MOON, STARS, SEASONS, YEARS, WHALES, FISHES, REPTILES, BIRDS, QUADRUPEDS, WILD BEASTS, AND AFTER ALL THESE, IN THE TWELFTH PLACE, MAN. THUS, THEY TEACH THAT THE TRIACONTAD WAS SPOKEN OF THROUGH MOSES BY THE SPIRIT. MOREOVER, MAN ALSO, BEING FORMED AFTER THE IMAGE OF THE POWER ABOVE, HAD IN HIMSELF THAT ABILITY WHICH FLOWS FROM THE ONE SOURCE. THIS ABILITY WAS SEATED IN THE REGION OF THE BRAIN, FROM WHICH FOUR FACULTIES PROCEED, AFTER THE IMAGE OF THE TETRAD ABOVE, AND THESE ARE CALLED: THE FIRST, SIGHT, THE SECOND, HEARING, THE THIRD, SMELL, AND THE FOURTH,(3) TASTE. AND THEY SAY THAT THE OGDOAD IS INDICATED BY MAN IN THIS WAY: THAT HE POSSESSES TWO EARS, THE LIKE NUMBER OF EYES, ALSO TWO NOSTRILS, AND A TWOFOLD TASTE, NAMELY, OF BITTER AND SWEET. MOREOVER, THEY TEACH THAT THE WHOLE MAN CONTAINS THE ENTIRE IMAGE OF THE TRIACONTAD AS FOLLOWS: IN HIS HANDS, BY MEANS OF HIS FINGERS, HE BEARS THE DECAD; AND IN HIS WHOLE BODY THE DUODECAD, INASMUCH AS HIS BODY IS DIVIDED INTO TWELVE MEMBERS; FOR THEY PORTION THAT OUT, AS THE BODY OF TRUTH IS DIVIDED BY THEM--A POINT OF WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN.(4) BUT THE OGDOAD, AS BEING UNSPEAKABLE AND INVISIBLE, IS UNDERSTOOD AS HIDDEN IN THE VISCERA. 
2. AGAIN, THEY ASSERT THAT THE SUN, THE GREAT LIGHT-GIVER, WAS FORMED ON THE FOURTH DAY, WITH A REFERENCE TO THE NUMBER OF THE TETRAD. SO ALSO, ACCORDING TO THEM, THE COURTS(5) OF THE TABERNACLE CONSTRUCTED BY MOSES, BEING COMPOSED OF FINE LINEN, AND BLUE, AND PURPLE, AND SCARLET, POINTED TO THE SAME IMAGE. MOREOVER, THEY MAINTAIN THAT THE LONG ROBE OF THE PRIEST FAILING OVER HIS FEET, AS BEING ADORNED WITH FOUR ROWS OF PRECIOUS STONES,(6) INDICATES THE TETRAD; AND IF THERE ARE ANY OTHER THINGS IN THE SCRIPTURES WHICH CAN POSSIBLY BE DRAGGED INTO THE NUMBER FOUR, THEY DECLARE THAT THESE HAD THEIR BEING WITH A VIEW TO THE TETRAD. THE OGDOAD, AGAIN, WAS SHOWN AS FOLLOWS: THEY AFFIRM THAT MAN WAS FORMED ON THE EIGHTH DAY, FOR SOMETIMES THEY WILL HAVE HIM TO HAVE BEEN MADE ON THE SIXTH DAY, AND SOMETIMES ON THE EIGHTH, UNLESS, PERCHANCE, THEY MEAN THAT HIS EARTHLY PART WAS FORMED ON THE SIXTH DAY, BUT HIS FLESHLY PART ON THE EIGHTH, FOR THESE TWO THINGS ARE DISTINGUISHED BY THEM. SOME OF THEM ALSO HOLD THAT ONE MAN WAS FORMED AFTER THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD, MASCULO-FEMININE, AND THAT THIS WAS THE SPIRITUAL MAN; AND THAT ANOTHER MAN WAS FORMED OUT OF THE EARTH. 
3. FURTHER, THEY DECLARE THAT THE ARRANGEMENT MADE WITH RESPECT TO THE ARK IN THE DELUGE, BY MEANS OF WHICH EIGHT PERSONS WERE SAVED,(7) MOST CLEARLY INDICATES THE OGDOAD WHICH BRINGS SALVATION. DAVID ALSO SHOWS FORTH THE SAME, AS HOLDING THE EIGHTH PLACE IN POINT OF AGE AMONG HIS BRETHREN.(8) MOREOVER, THAT CIRCUMCISION WHICH TOOK PLACE ON THE EIGHTH DAY,(9) REPRESENTED THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE OGDOAD ABOVE. IN A WORD, WHATEVER THEY FIND IN THE SCRIPTURES CAPABLE OF BEING REFERRED TO THE NUMBER EIGHT, THEY DECLARE TO FULFIL THE MYSTERY OF THE OGDOAD. WITH RESPECT, AGAIN, TO THE DECAD, THEY MAINTAIN THAT IT IS INDICATED BY THOSE TEN NATIONS WHICH GOD PROMISED TO ABRAHAM FOR A POSSESSION.(10) THE ARRANGEMENT ALSO MADE BY SARAH WHEN, AFTER TEN YEARS, SHE GAVE(11) HER HANDMAID HAGAR TO HIM, THAT BY HER HE MIGHT HAVE A SON, SHOWED THE SAME THING. MOREOVER, THE SERVANT OF ABRAHAM WHO WAS SENT TO REBEKAH, AND PRESENTED HER AT THE WELL WITH TEN BRACELETS OF GOLD, AND HER BRETHREN WHO DETAINED HER FOR TEN DAYS;, JEROBOAM ALSO, WHO RECEIVED THE TEN SCEPTRESA (TRIBES), AND THE TEN COURTS(3) OF THE TABERNACLE, AND THE COLUMNS OF TEN CUBITS(4) [HIGH], AND THE TEN SONS OF JACOB WHO WERE AT FIRST SENT INTO EGYPT TO BUY COM,(5) AND THE TEN APOSTLES TO WHOM THE LORD APPEARED AFTER HIS RESURRECTION,--THOMAS(6) BEING ABSENT,--REPRESENTED, ACCORDING TO THEM, THE INVISIBLE DECAD. 
4. AS TO THE DUODECAD, IN CONNECTION WITH WHICH THE MYSTERY OF THE PASSION OF THE DEFECT OCCURRED, FROM WHICH PASSION THEY MAINTAIN THAT ALL THINGS VISIBLE WERE FRAMED, THEY ASSERT THAT IS TO BE FOUND STRIKINGLY AND MANIFESTLY EVERYWHERE [IN SCRIPTURE]. FOR THEY DECLARE THAT THE TWELVE SONS OF JACOB,(7) FROM WHOM ALSO SPRUNG TWELVE TRIBES,--THE BREASTPLATE OF THE HIGH PRIEST, WHICH BORE TWELVE PRECIOUS STONES AND TWELVE LITTLE BELLS,(8)--THE TWELVE STONES WHICH WERE PLACED BY MOSES AT THE FOOT OF THE MOUNTAIN,(9)--THE SAME NUMBER WHICH WAS PLACED BY JOSHUA IN THE RIVER,(10) AND AGAIN, ON THE OTHER SIDE, THE BEARERS OF THE ARK OF THE COVENANT,(11)--THOSE STONES WHICH WERE SET UP BY ELIJAH WHEN THE HEIFER WAS OFFERED AS A BURNT-OFFERING;(12) THE NUMBER, TOO, OF THE APOSTLES; AND, IN FINE, EVERY EVENT WHICH EMBRACES IN IT THE NUMBER TWELVE,--SET FORTH THEIR DUODECAD. AND THEN THE UNION OF ALL THESE, WHICH IS CALLED THE TRIACONTAD, THEY STRENUOUSLY ENDEAVOR TO DEMONSTRATE BY THE ARK OF NOAH, THE HEIGHT OF WHICH WAS THIRTY CUBITS;(13) BY THE CASE OF SAMUEL, WHO ASSIGNED SAUL THE CHIEF PLACE AMONG THIRTY GUESTS;(14) BY DAVID, WHEN FOR THIRTY DAYS HE CONCEALED HIMSELF IN THE FIELD;(15) BY THOSE WHO ENTERED ALONG WITH HIM INTO THE CAVE; ALSO BY THE FACT THAT THE LENGTH (HEIGHT) OF THE HOLY TABERNACLE WAS THIRTY CUBITS;(16) AND IF THEY MEET WITH ANY OTHER LIKE NUMBERS, THEY STILL APPLY THESE TO THEIR TRIACONTAD. 
CHAP. XIX.--PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE BY WHICH THEY ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT THE SUPREME FATHER WAS UNKNOWN BEFORE THE COMING OF CHRIST. 
1. I JUDGE IT NECESSARY TO ADD TO THESE DETAILS ALSO WHAT, BY GARBLING PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE, THEY TRY TO PERSUADE US CONCERNING THEIR PROPATOR, WHO WAS UNKNOWN TO ALL BEFORE THE COMING OF CHRIST. THEIR OBJECT IN THIS IS TO SHOW THAT OUR LORD ANNOUNCED ANOTHER FATHER THAN THE MAKER OF THIS UNIVERSE, WHOM, AS WE SAID BEFORE, THEY IMPIOUSLY DECLARE TO HAVE BEEN THE FRUIT OF A DEFECT. FOR INSTANCE, WHEN THE PROPHET ISAIAH SAYS, "BUT ISRAEL HATH NOT KNOWN ME, AND MY PEOPLE HAVE NOT UNDERSTOOD ME,"(17) 
THEY PERVERT HIS WORDS TO MEAN IGNORANCE OF THE INVISIBLE BYTHUS. AND THAT WHICH IS SPOKEN BY HOSEA, "THERE IS NO TRUTH IN THEM, NOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD,"(18) THEY STRIVE TO GIVE THE SAME REFERENCE. AND, "THERE IS NONE THAT UNDERSTANDETH, OR THAT SEEKETH AFTER GOD: THEY HAVE ALL GONE OUT OF THE WAY, THEY ARE TOGETHER BECOME UNPROFITABLE,"(19) THEY MAINTAIN TO BE SAID CONCERNING IGNORANCE OF BYTHUS. ALSO, THAT WHICH IS SPOKEN BY MOSES, "NO MAN SHALL SEE GOD AND LIVE,"(20) HAS, AS THEY WOULD PERSUADE US, THE SAME REFERENCE. 
2. FOR THEY FALSELY HOLD, THAT THE CREATOR WAS SEEN BY THE PROPHETS. BUT THIS PASSAGE, "NO MAN SHALL SEE GOD AND LIVE," THEY WOULD INTERPRET AS SPOKEN OF HIS GREATNESS UNSEEN AND UNKNOWN BY ALL; AND INDEED THAT THESE WORDS, "NO MAN SHALL SEE GOD," ARE SPOKEN CONCERNING THE INVISIBLE FATHER, THE MAKER OF THE UNIVERSE, IS EVIDENT TO US ALL; BUT THAT THEY ARE NOT USED CONCERNING THAT BYTHUS WHOM THEY CONJURE INTO EXISTENCE, BUT CONCERNING THE CREATOR (AND HE IS THE INVISIBLE GOD), SHALL BE SHOWN AS WE PROCEED. THEY MAINTAIN THAT DANIEL ALSO SET FORTH THE SAME THING WHEN HE BEGGED OF THE ANGEL’S EXPLANATIONS OF THE PARABLES, AS BEING HIMSELF IGNORANT OF THEM. BUT THE ANGEL, HIDING FROM HIM THE GREAT MYSTERY OF BYTHUS, SAID UNTO HIM, "GO THY WAY QUICKLY, DANIEL, FOR THESE SAYINGS ARE CLOSED UP UNTIL THOSE WHO HAVE UNDERSTANDING DO UNDERSTAND THEM, AND THOSE WHO ARE WHITE BE MADE WHITE."(21) MOREOVER, THEY VAUNT THEMSELVES AS BEING THE WHITE AND THE MEN OF GOOD UNDERSTANDING. 
CHAP. XX.--THE APOCRYPHAL AND SPURIOUS SCRIPTURES OF THE MARCOSIANS, WITH PASSAGES OF THE GOSPELS WHICH THEY PERVERT. 
1. BESIDES THE ABOVE [MISREPRESENTATIONS], THEY ADDUCE AN UNSPEAKABLE NUMBER OF APOCRYPHAL AND SPURIOUS WRITINGS, WHICH THEY THEMSELVES HAVE FORGED, TO BEWILDER THE MINDS OF FOOLISH MEN, AND OF SUCH AS ARE IGNORANT OF THE SCRIPTURES OF TRUTH. AMONG OTHER THINGS, THEY BRING FORWARD THAT FALSE AND WICKED STORY(22) WHICH RELATES THAT OUR LORD, WHEN HE WAS A BOY LEARNING HIS LETTERS, ON THE TEACHER SAYING TO HIM, AS IS USUAL, "PRONOUNCE ALPHA," REPLIED [AS HE WAS BID], "ALPHA." BUT WHEN, AGAIN, THE TEACHER BADE HIM SAY, "BETA," THE LORD REPLIED, "DO THOU FIRST TELL ME WHAT ALPHA IS, AND THEN I WILL TELL THEE WHAT BETA IS." THIS THEY EXPOUND AS MEANING THAT HE ALONE KNEW THE UNKNOWN, WHICH HE REVEALED UNDER ITS TYPE ALPHA. 
2. SOME PASSAGES, ALSO, WHICH OCCUR IN THE GOSPELS, RECEIVE FROM THEM A COLORING OF THE SAME KIND, SUCH AS THE ANSWER WHICH HE GAVE HIS MOTHER WHEN HE WAS TWELVE YEARS OF AGE: "WIST YE NOT THAT I MUST BE ABOUT MY FATHER'S BUSINESS?"(1) THUS, THEY SAY, HE ANNOUNCED TO THEM THE FATHER OF WHOM THEY WERE IGNORANT. ON THIS ACCOUNT, ALSO, HE SENT FORTH THE DISCIPLES TO THE TWELVE TRIBES, THAT THEY MIGHT PROCLAIM TO THEM THE UNKNOWN GOD. AND TO THE PERSON WHO SAID TO HIM, "GOOD MASTER,"(2) HE CONFESSED THAT GOD WHO IS TRULY GOOD, SAYING, "WHY CALLEST THOU ME GOOD: THERE IS ONE WHO IS GOOD, THE FATHER IN THE HEAVENS;"(3) AND THEY ASSERT THAT IN THIS PASSAGE THE AEONS RECEIVE THE NAME OF HEAVENS. MOREOVER, BY HIS NOT REPLYING TO THOSE WHO SAID TO HIM, "BY WHAT POWER DOEST THOU THIS?"(4) BUT BY A QUESTION ON HIS OWN SIDE, PUT THEM TO UTTER CONFUSION; BY HIS THUS NOT REPLYING, ACCORDING TO THEIR INTERPRETATION, HE SHOWED THE UNUTTERABLE NATURE OF THE FATHER. MOREOVER, WHEN HE SAID, "I HAVE OFTEN DESIRED TO HEAR ONE OF THESE WORDS, AND I HAD NO ONE WHO COULD UTTER IT,"(5) THEY MAINTAIN, THAT BY THIS EXPRESSION "ONE" HE SET FORTH THE ONE TRUE GOD WHOM THEY KNEW NOT. FURTHER, WHEN, AS HE DREW NIGH TO JERUSALEM, HE WEPT OVER IT AND SAID, "IF THOU HADST KNOWN, EVEN THOU, IN THIS THY DAY, THE THINGS THAT BELONG UNTO THY PEACE, BUT THEY ARE HIDDEN FROM THEE,"(6) BY THIS WORD "HIDDEN" HE SHOWED THE ABSTRUSE NATURE OF BYTHUS. AND AGAIN, WHEN HE SAID, "COME UNTO ME ALL YE THAT LABOUR AND ARE HEAVY LADEN, AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST, AND LEARN OF ME,"(7) HE ANNOUNCED THE FATHER OF TRUTH. FOR WHAT THEY KNEW NOT, THESE MEN SAY THAT HE PROMISED TO TEACH THEM. 
3. BUT THEY ADDUCE THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE AS THE HIGHEST TESTIMONY,(8) AND, AS IT WERE, THE VERY CROWN OF THEIR SYSTEM:--"I THANK THEE, O FATHER, LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, BECAUSE THOU HAST HID THESE THINGS FROM THE WISE AND PRUDENT, AND HAST REVEALED THEM TO BABES. EVEN SO, MY FATHER; FOR SO IT SEEMED GOOD IN THY SIGHT. ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN DELIVERED TO ME BY MY FATHER; AND NO ONE KNOWETH THE FATHER BUT THE SON, OR THE SON BUT THE FATHER, AND HE TO WHOM THE SON WILL REVEAL HIM."(9) IN THESE WORDS THEY AFFIRM THAT HE CLEARLY SHOWED THAT THE FATHER OF TRUTH, CONJURED INTO EXISTENCE BY THEM, WAS KNOWN TO NO ONE BEFORE HIS ADVENT. AND THEY DESIRE TO CONSTRUE THE PASSAGE AS IF TEACHING THAT THE MAKER AND FRAMER [OF THE WORLD] WAS ALWAYS KNOWN BY ALL, WHILE THE LORD SPOKE THESE WORDS CONCERNING THE FATHER UNKNOWN TO ALL, WHOM THEY NOW PROCLAIM. 
CHAP. XXI.--THE VIEWS OF REDEMPTION ENTERTAINED BY THESE HERETICS. 
1. IT HAPPENS THAT THEIR TRADITION RESPECTING REDEMPTION(10) IS INVISIBLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE, AS BEING THE MOTHER OF THINGS WHICH ARE INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND INVISIBLE; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, SINCE IT IS FLUCTUATING, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE SIMPLY AND ALL AT ONCE TO MAKE KNOWN ITS NATURE, FOR EVERY ONE OF THEM HANDS IT DOWN JUST AS HIS OWN INCLINATION PROMPTS. THUS, THERE ARE AS MANY SCHEMES OF "REDEMPTION" AS THERE ARE TEACHERS OF THESE MYSTICAL OPINIONS. AND WHEN WE COME TO REFUTE THEM, WE SHALL SHOW IN ITS FITTING-PLACE, THAT THIS CLASS OF MEN HAVE BEEN INSTIGATED BY SATAN TO A DENIAL OF THAT BAPTISM WHICH IS REGENERATION TO GOD, AND THUS TO A RENUNCIATION OF THE WHOLE [CHRISTIAN] FAITH. 
2. THEY MAINTAIN THAT THOSE WHO HAVE ATTAINED TO PERFECT KNOWLEDGE MUST OF NECESSITY BE REGENERATED INTO THAT POWER WHICH IS ABOVE ALL. FOR IT IS OTHERWISE IMPOSSIBLE TO FIND ADMITTANCE WITHIN THE PLEROMA, SINCE THIS [REGENERATION] IT IS WHICH LEADS THEM DOWN INTO THE DEPTHS OF BYTHUS. FOR THE BAPTISM INSTITUTED BY THE VISIBLE JESUS WAS FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS, BUT THE REDEMPTION BROUGHT IN BY THAT CHRIST WHO DESCENDED UPON HIM, WAS FOR PERFECTION; AND THEY ALLEGE THAT THE FORMER IS ANIMAL, BUT THE LATTER SPIRITUAL. AND THE BAPTISM OF JOHN WAS PROCLAIMED WITH A VIEW TO REPENTANCE, BUT THE REDEMPTION BY JESUS(11) WAS BROUGHT IN FOR THE SAKE OF PERFECTION. AND TO THIS HE REFERS WHEN HE SAYS, "AND I HAVE ANOTHER BAPTISM TO BE BAPTIZED WITH, AND I HASTEN EAGERLY TOWARDS IT."(12) MOREOVER, THEY AFFIRM THAT THE LORD ADDED THIS REDEMPTION TO THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE, WHEN THEIR MOTHER ASKED THAT THEY MIGHT SIT, THE ONE ON HIS RIGHT HAND, AND THE OTHER ON HIS LEFT, IN HIS KINGDOM, SAYING, "CAN YE BE BAPTIZED WITH THE BAPTISM WHICH I SHALL BE BAPTIZED WITH?"(13) PAUL, TOO, THEY DECLARE, HAS OFTEN SET FORTH, IN EXPRESS TERMS, THE REDEMPTION WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS; AND THIS WAS THE SAME WHICH IS HANDED DOWN BY THEM IN SO VARIED AND DISCORDANT FORMS. 
3. FOR SOME OF THEM PREPARE A NUPTIAL COUCH, AND PERFORM A SORT OF MYSTIC RITE (PRONOUNCING CERTAIN EXPRESSIONS) WITH THOSE WHO ARE BEING INITIATED, AND AFFIRM THAT IT IS A SPIRITUAL MARRIAGE WHICH IS CELEBRATED BY THEM, AFTER THE LIKENESS OF THE CONJUNCTIONS ABOVE. OTHERS, AGAIN, LEAD THEM TO A PLACE WHERE WATER IS, AND BAPTIZE THEM, WITH THE UTTERANCE OF THESE WORDS, "INTO THE NAME OF THE UNKNOWN FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE--INTO TRUTH, THE MOTHER OF ALL THINGS--INTO HIM WHO DESCENDED ON JESUS--INTO UNION, AND REDEMPTION, AND COMMUNION WITH THE POWERS." OTHERS STILL REPEAT CERTAIN HEBREW WORDS, IN ORDER THE MORE THOROUGHLY TO BEWILDER THOSE WHO ARE BEING INITIATED, AS FOLLOWS: "BASEMA, CHAMOSSE, BAOENAORA, MISTADIA, RUADA, KOUSTA, BABAPHOR, KALACHTHEI."(1) THE INTERPRETATION OF THESE TERMS RUNS THUS: "I INVOKE THAT WHICH IS ABOVE EVERY POWER OF THE FATHER, WHICH IS CALLED LIGHT, AND GOOD SPIRIT, AND LIFE, BECAUSE THOU HAST REIGNED IN THE BODY." OTHERS, AGAIN, SET FORTH THE REDEMPTION THUS: THE NAME WHICH IS HIDDEN FROM EVERY DEITY, AND DOMINION, AND TRUTH WHICH JESUS OF NAZARETH WAS CLOTHED WITH IN THE LIVES(2) OF THE LIGHT OF CHRIST--OF CHRIST, WHO LIVES BY THE HOLY GHOST, FOR THE ANGELIC REDEMPTION. THE NAME OF RESTITUTION STANDS THUS: MESSIA, UPHAREG, NAMEMPSOEMAN, CHALDOEAUR, MOSOMEDOEA, ACPHRANOE, PSAUA, JESUS NAZARIA.(3) THE INTERPRETATION OF THESE WORDS IS AS FOLLOWS: "I DO NOT DIVIDE THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST, NEITHER THE HEART NOR THE SUPERCELESTIAL POWER WHICH IS MERCIFUL; MAY I ENJOY THY NAME, O SAVIOUR OF TRUTH!" SUCH ARE WORDS OF THE INITIATORS; BUT HE WHO IS INITIATED, REPLIES, "I AM ESTABLISHED, AND I AM REDEEMED; I REDEEM MY SOUL FROM THIS AGE (WORLD), AND FROM ALL THINGS CONNECTED WITH IT IN THE NAME OF IAO, WHO REDEEMED HIS OWN SOUL INTO REDEMPTION IN CHRIST WHO LIVETH." THEN THE BYSTANDERS ADD THESE WORDS, "PEACE BE TO ALL ON WHOM THIS NAME RESTS." AFTER THIS THEY ANOINT THE INITIATED PERSON WITH BALSAM; FOR THEY ASSERT THAT THIS UNGUENT IS A TYPE OF THAT SWEET ODOUR WHICH IS ABOVE ALL THINGS. 
4. BUT THERE ARE SOME OF THEM WHO ASSERT THAT IT IS SUPERFLUOUS TO BRING PERSONS TO THE WATER, BUT MIXING OIL AND WATER TOGETHER, THEY PLACE THIS MIXTURE ON THE HEADS OF THOSE WHO ARE TO BE INITIATED, WITH THE USE OF SOME SUCH EXPRESSIONS AS WE HAVE ALREADY MENTIONED. AND THIS THEY MAINTAIN TO BE THE REDEMPTION. THEY, TOO, ARE ACCUSTOMED TO ANOINT WITH BALSAM. OTHERS, HOWEVER, REJECT ALL THESE PRACTICES, AND MAINTAIN THAT THE MYSTERY OF THE UNSPEAKABLE AND INVISIBLE POWER OUGHT NOT TO BE PERFORMED BY VISIBLE AND CORRUPTIBLE CREATURES, NOR SHOULD THAT OF THOSE [BEINGS] WHO ARE INCONCEIVABLE, AND INCORPOREAL, AND BEYOND THE REACH OF SENSE, [BE PERFORMED] BY SUCH AS ARE THE OBJECTS OF SENSE, AND POSSESSED OF A BODY. THESE HOLD THAT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE UNSPEAKABLE GREATNESS IS ITSELF PERFECT REDEMPTION. FOR SINCE BOTH DEFECT AND PASSION FLOWED FROM IGNORANCE, THE WHOLE SUBSTANCE OF WHAT WAS THUS FORMED IS DESTROYED BY KNOWLEDGE; AND THEREFORE, KNOWLEDGE IS THE REDEMPTION OF THE INNER MAN. THIS, HOWEVER, IS NOT OF A CORPOREAL NATURE, FOR THE BODY IS CORRUPTIBLE; NOR IS IT ANIMAL, SINCE THE ANIMAL SOUL IS THE FRUIT OF A DEFECT, AND IS, AS IT WERE, THE ABODE OF THE SPIRIT. THE REDEMPTION MUST THEREFORE BE OF A SPIRITUAL NATURE; FOR THEY AFFIRM THAT THE INNER AND SPIRITUAL MAN IS REDEEMED BY MEANS OF KNOWLEDGE, AND THAT THEY, HAVING ACQUIRED THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL THINGS, STAND THENCEFORTH IN NEED OF NOTHING ELSE. THIS, THEN, IS THE TRUE REDEMPTION. 
5. OTHERS STILL THERE ARE WHO CONTINUE TO REDEEM PERSONS EVEN UP TO THE MOMENT OF DEATH, BY PLACING ON THEIR HEADS OIL AND WATER, OR THE PRE-MENTIONED OINTMENT WITH WATER, USING AT THE SAME TIME THE ABOVE-NAMED INVOCATIONS, THAT THE PERSONS REFERRED TO MAY BECOME INCAPABLE OF BEING SEIZED OR SEEN BY THE PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS, AND THAT THEIR INNER MAN MAY ASCEND ON HIGH IN AN INVISIBLE MANNER, AS IF THEIR BODY WERE LEFT AMONG CREATED THINGS IN THIS WORLD, WHILE THEIR SOUL IS SENT FORWARD TO THE DEMIURGE. AND THEY INSTRUCT THEM, ON THEIR REACHING THE PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS, TO MAKE USE OF THESE WORDS: "I AM A SON FROM THE FATHER--THE FATHER WHO HAD A PRE-EXISTENCE, AND A SON IN HIM WHO IS PRE-EXISTENT. I HAVE COME TO BEHOLD ALL THINGS, BOTH THOSE WHICH BELONG TO MYSELF AND OTHERS, ALTHOUGH, STRICTLY SPEAKING, THEY DO NOT BELONG TO OTHERS, BUT TO ACHAMOTH, WHO IS FEMALE IN NATURE, AND MADE THESE THINGS FOR HERSELF. FOR I DERIVE BEING FROM HIM WHO IS PRE-EXISTENT, AND I COME AGAIN TO MY OWN PLACE WHENCE I WENT FORTH." AND THEY AFFIRM THAT, BY SAYING THESE THINGS, HE ESCAPES FROM THE POWERS. HE THEN ADVANCES TO THE COMPANIONS OF THE DEMIURGE, AND THUS ADDRESSES THEM: "I AM A VESSEL MORE PRECIOUS THAN THE FEMALE WHO FORMED YOU. IF YOUR MOTHER IS IGNORANT OF HER OWN DESCENT, I KNOW MYSELF, AND AM AWARE WHENCE I AM, AND I CALL UPON THE INCORRUPTIBLE SOPHIA, WHO IS IN THE FATHER, AND IS THE MOTHER OF YOUR MOTHER, WHO HAS NO FATHER, NOR ANY MALE CONSORT; BUT A FEMALE SPRINGING FROM A FEMALE FORMED YOU, WHILE IGNORANT OF HER OWN MOTHER, AND IMAGINING THAT SHE ALONE EXISTED; BUT I CALL UPON HER MOTHER." AND THEY DECLARE, THAT WHEN THE COMPANIONS OF THE DEMIURGE HEAR THESE WORDS, THEY ARE GREATLY AGITATED, AND UPBRAID THEIR ORIGIN AND THE RACE OF THEIR MOTHER. BUT HE GOES INTO HIS OWN PLACE, HAVING THROWN [OFF] HIS CHAIN, THAT IS, HIS ANIMAL NATURE. THESE, THEN, ARE THE PARTICULARS WHICH HAVE REACHED US RESPECTING "REDEMPTION."(1) BUT SINCE THEY DIFFER SO WIDELY AMONG THEMSELVES BOTH AS RESPECTS DOCTRINE AND TRADITION, AND SINCE THOSE OF THEM WHO ARE RECOGNIZED AS BEING MOST MODERN MAKE IT THEIR EFFORT DAILY TO INVENT SOME NEW OPINION, AND TO BRING OUT WHAT NO ONE EVER BEFORE THOUGHT OF, IT IS A DIFFICULT MATTER TO DESCRIBE ALL THEIR OPINIONS. 
CHAP. XXII.--DEVIATIONS OF HERETICS FROM THE TRUTH. 
1. THE RULE(2) OF TRUTH WHICH WE HOLD, IS, THAT THERE IS ONE GOD ALMIGHTY, WHO MADE ALL THINGS BY HIS WORD, AND FASHIONED AND FORMED, OUT OF THAT WHICH HAD NO EXISTENCE, ALL THINGS WHICH EXIST. THUS SAITH THE SCRIPTURE, TO THAT EFFECT "BY THE WORD OF THE LORD WERE THE HEAVENS ESTABLISHED, AND ALL THE MIGHT OF THEM, BY THE SPIRIT OF HIS MOUTH."(3) AND AGAIN, "ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOTHING MADE."(4) THERE IS NO EXCEPTION OR DEDUCTION STATED; BUT THE FATHER MADE ALL THINGS BY HIM, WHETHER VISIBLE OR INVISIBLE, OBJECTS OF SENSE OR OF INTELLIGENCE, TEMPORAL, ON ACCOUNT OF A CERTAIN CHARACTER GIVEN THEM, OR ETERNAL; AND THESE ETERNAL(5) THINGS HE DID NOT MAKE BY ANGELS, OR BY ANY POWERS SEPARATED FROM HIS ENNOEA. FOR GOD NEEDS NONE OF ALL THESE THINGS, BUT IS HE WHO, BY HIS WORD AND SPIRIT, MAKES, AND DISPOSES, AND GOVERNS ALL THINGS, AND COMMANDS ALL THINGS INTO EXISTENCE,--HE WHO FORMED THE WORLD (FOR THE WORLD IS OF ALL),--HE WHO FASHIONED MAN,--HE [WHO](6) IS THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB, ABOVE WHOM THERE IS NO OTHER GOD, NOR INITIAL PRINCIPLE, NOR POWER, NOR PLEROMA,--HE IS THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AS WE SHALL PROVE. HOLDING, THEREFORE, THIS RULE, WE SHALL EASILY SHOW, NOTWITHSTANDING THE GREAT VARIETY AND MULTITUDE OF THEIR OPINIONS, THAT THESE MEN HAVE DEVIATED FROM THE TRUTH; FOR ALMOST ALL THE DIFFERENT SECTS OF HERETICS ADMIT THAT THERE IS ONE GOD; BUT THEN, BY THEIR PERNICIOUS DOCTRINES, THEY CHANGE [THIS TRUTH INTO ERROR], EVEN AS THE GENTILES DO THROUGH IDOLATRY, THUS PROVING THEMSELVES UNGRATEFUL TO HIM THAT CREATED THEM. MOREOVER, THEY DESPISE THE WORKMANSHIP OF GOD, SPEAKING AGAINST THEIR OWN SALVATION, BECOMING THEIR OWN BITTEREST ACCUSERS, AND BEING FALSE WITNESSES [AGAINST THEMSELVES]. YET, RELUCTANT AS THEY MAY BE, THESE MEN SHALL ONE DAY RISE AGAIN IN THE FLESH, TO CONFESS THE POWER OF HIM WHO RAISES THEM FROM THE DEAD; BUT THEY SHALL NOT BE NUMBERED AMONG THE RIGHTEOUS ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR UNBELIEF. 
2. SINCE, THEREFORE, IT IS A COMPLEX AND MULTIFORM TASK TO DETECT AND CONVICT ALL THE HERETICS, AND SINCE OUR DESIGN IS TO REPLY TO THEM ALL ACCORDING TO THEIR SPECIAL CHARACTERS, WE HAVE JUDGED IT NECESSARY, FIRST OF ALL, TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR SOURCE AND ROOT, IN ORDER THAT, BY GETTING A KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR MOST EXALTED BYTHUS, THOU MAYEST UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF THE TREE WHICH HAS PRODUCED SUCH FRUITS. 
CHAP. XXIII.--DOCTRINES AND PRACTICES OF SIMON MAGUS AND MENANDER. 
1. SIMON THE SAMARITAN WAS THAT MAGICIAN OF WHOM LUKE, THE DISCIPLE AND FOLLOWER OF THE APOSTLES, SAYS, "BUT THERE WAS A CERTAIN MAN, SIMON BY NAME, WHO BEFORETIME USED MAGICAL ARTS IN THAT CITY, AND LED ASTRAY THE PEOPLE OF SAMARIA, DECLARING THAT HE HIMSELF WAS SOME GREAT ONE, TO WHOM THEY ALL GAVE HEED, FROM THE LEAST TO THE GREATEST, SAYING, THIS IS THE POWER OF GOD, WHICH IS CALLED GREAT. AND TO HIM THEY HAD REGARD, BECAUSE THAT OF LONG TIME HE HAD DRIVEN THEM MAD BY HIS SORCERIES."(7) THIS SIMON, THEN--WHO FEIGNED FAITH, SUPPOSING THAT THE APOSTLES THEMSELVES PERFORMED THEIR CURES BY THE ART OF MAGIC, AND NOT BY THE POWER OF GOD; AND WITH RESPECT TO THEIR FILLING WITH THE HOLY GHOST, THROUGH THE IMPOSITION OF HANDS, THOSE THAT BELIEVED IN GOD THROUGH HIM WHO WAS PREACHED BY THEM, NAMELY, CHRIST JESUS--SUSPECTING THAT EVEN THIS WAS DONE THROUGH A KIND OF GREATER KNOWLEDGE OF MAGIC, AND OFFERING MONEY TO THE APOSTLES, THOUGHT HE, TOO, MIGHT RECEIVE THIS POWER OF BESTOWING THE HOLY SPIRIT ON WHOMSOEVER HE WOULD,--WAS ADDRESSED IN THESE WORDS BY PETER: "THY MONEY PERISH WITH THEE, BECAUSE THOU HAST THOUGHT THAT THE GIFT OF GOD CAN BE PURCHASED WITH MONEY: THOU HAST NEITHER PART NOR LOT IN THIS MATTER, FOR THY HEART IS NOT FIGHT IN THE SIGHT OF GOD; FOR I PERCEIVE THAT THOU ART IN THE GALL OF BITTERNESS, AND IN THE BOND OF INIQUITY."(8) HE, THEN, NOT PUTTING FAITH IN GOD A WHIT THE MORE, SET HIMSELF EAGERLY TO CONTEND AGAINST THE APOSTLES, IN ORDER THAT HE HIMSELF MIGHT SEEM TO BE A WONDERFUL BEING, AND APPLIED HIMSELF WITH STILL GREATER ZEAL TO THE STUDY OF THE WHOLE MAGIC ART, THAT HE MIGHT THE BETTER BEWILDER AND OVERPOWER MULTITUDES OF MEN. SUCH WAS HIS PROCEDURE IN THE REIGN OF CLAUDIUS CAESAR, BY WHOM ALSO HE IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN HONOURED WITH A STATUE, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS MAGICAL POWER.(1) THIS MAN, THEN, WAS GLORIFIED BY MANY AS IF HE WERE A GOD; AND HE TAUGHT THAT IT WAS HIMSELF WHO APPEARED AMONG THE JEWS AS THE SON, BUT DESCENDED IN SAMARIA AS THE FATHER WHILE HE CAME TO OTHER NATIONS IN THE CHARACTER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. HE REPRESENTED HIMSELF, IN A WORD, AS BEING THE LOFTIEST OF ALL POWERS, THAT IS, THE BEING WHO IS THE FATHER OVER ALL, AND HE ALLOWED HIMSELF TO BE CALLED BY WHATSOEVER TITLE MEN WERE PLEASED TO ADDRESS HIM. 
2. NOW THIS SIMON OF SAMARIA, FROM WHOM ALL SORTS OF HERESIES DERIVE THEIR ORIGIN, FORMED HIS SECT OUT OF THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS:--HAVING REDEEMED FROM SLAVERY AT TYRE, A CITY OF PHOENICIA, A CERTAIN WOMAN NAMED HELENA, HE WAS IN THE HABIT OF CARRYING HER ABOUT WITH HIM, DECLARING THAT THIS WOMAN WAS THE FIRST CONCEPTION OF HIS MIND, THE MOTHER OF ALL, BY WHOM, IN THE BEGINNING, HE CONCEIVED IN HIS MIND [THE THOUGHT] OF FORMING ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS. FOR THIS ENNOEA LEAPING FORTH FROM HIM, AND COMPREHENDING THE WILL OF HER FATHER, DESCENDED TO THE LOWER REGIONS [OF SPACE], AND GENERATED ANGELS AND POWERS, BY WHOM ALSO HE DECLARED THIS WORD WAS FORMED. BUT AFTER SHE HAD PRODUCED THEM, SHE WAS DETAINED BY THEM THROUGH MOTIVES OF JEALOUSY, BECAUSE THEY WERE UNWILLING TO BE LOOKED UPON AS THE PROGENY OF ANY OTHER BEING. AS TO HIMSELF, THEY HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF HIM WHATEVER; BUT HIS ENNOEA WAS DETAINED BY THOSE POWERS AND ANGELS WHO HAD BEEN PRODUCED BY HER. SHE SUFFERED ALL KINDS OF CONTUMELY FROM THEM, SO THAT SHE COULD NOT RETURN UPWARDS TO HER FATHER, BUT WAS EVEN SHUT UP IN A HUMAN BODY, AND FOR AGES PASSED IN SUCCESSION FROM ONE FEMALE BODY TO ANOTHER, AS FROM VESSEL TO VESSEL. SHE WAS, FOR EXAMPLE, IN THAT HELEN ON WHOSE ACCOUNT THE TROJAN WAR WAS UNDERTAKEN; FOR WHOSE SAKE ALSO STESICHORUS(2) WAS STRUCK BLIND, BECAUSE HE HAD CURSED HER IN HIS VERSES, BUT AFTERWARDS, REPENTING AND WRITING WHAT ARE CALLED PALINODES, IN WHICH HE SANG HER PRAISE, HE WAS RESTORED TO SIGHT. THUS SHE, PASSING FROM BODY TO BODY, AND SUFFERING INSULTS IN EVERY ONE OF THEM, AT LAST BECAME A COMMON PROSTITUTE; AND SHE IT WAS THAT WAS MEANT BY THE LOST SHEEP.(3) 
3. FOR THIS PURPOSE, THEN, HE HAD COME THAT HE MIGHT WIN HER FIRST, AND FREE HER FROM SLAVERY, WHILE HE CONFERRED SALVATION UPON MEN, BY MAKING HIMSELF KNOWN TO THEM. FOR SINCE THE ANGELS RULED THE WORLD ILL BECAUSE EACH ONE OF THEM COVETED THE PRINCIPAL POWER FOR HIMSELF, HE HAD COME TO AMEND MATTERS, AND HAD DESCENDED, TRANSFIGURED AND ASSIMILATED TO POWERS AND PRINCIPALITIES AND ANGELS, SO THAT HE MIGHT APPEAR AMONG MEN TO BE A MAN, WHILE YET HE WAS NOT A MAN; AND THAT THUS HE WAS THOUGHT TO HAVE SUFFERED IN JUDAEA, WHEN HE HAD NOT SUFFERED. MOREOVER, THE PROPHETS UTTERED THEIR PREDICTIONS UNDER THE INSPIRATION OF THOSE ANGELS WHO FORMED THE WORLD; FOR WHICH REASON THOSE WHO PLACE THEIR TRUST IN HIM AND HELENA NO LONGER REGARDED THEM, BUT, AS BEING FREE, LIVE AS THEY PLEASE; FOR MEN ARE SAVED THROUGH HIS GRACE, AND NOT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR OWN RIGHTEOUS ACTIONS. FOR SUCH DEEDS ARE NOT RIGHTEOUS IN THE NATURE OF THINGS, BUT BY MERE ACCIDENT, JUST AS THOSE ANGELS WHO MADE THE WORLD, HAVE THOUGHT FIT TO CONSTITUTE THEM, SEEKING, BY MEANS OF SUCH PRECEPTS, TO BRING MEN INTO BONDAGE. ON THIS ACCOUNT, HE PLEDGED HIMSELF THAT THE WORLD SHOULD BE DISSOLVED, AND THAT THOSE WHO ARE HIS SHOULD BE FREED FROM THE RULE OF THEM WHO MADE THE WORLD. 
4. THUS, THEN, THE MYSTIC PRIESTS BELONGING TO THIS SECT BOTH LEAD PROFLIGATE LIVES AND PRACTISE MAGICAL ARTS, EACH ONE TO THE EXTENT OF HIS ABILITY. THEY USE EXORCISMS AND INCANTATIONS. LOVE-POTIONS, TOO, AND CHARMS, AS WELL AS THOSE BEINGS WHO ARE CALLED "PAREDRI" (FAMILIARS) AND "ONIROPOMPI" (DREAM- SENDERS), AND WHATEVER OTHER CURIOUS ARTS CAN BE HAD RECOURSE TO, ARE EAGERLY PRESSED INTO THEIR SERVICE. THEY ALSO HAVE AN IMAGE OF SIMON FASHIONED AFTER THE LIKENESS OF JUPITER, AND ANOTHER OF HELENA IN THE SHAPE OF MINERVA; AND THESE THEY WORSHIP. IN FINE, THEY HAVE A NAME DERIVED FROM SIMON, THE AUTHOR OF THESE MOST IMPIOUS DOCTRINES, BEING CALLED SIMONIANS; AND FROM THEM "KNOWLEDGE, FALSELY SO CALLED,"(4) RECEIVED ITS BEGINNING, AS ONE MAY LEARN EVEN FROM THEIR OWN ASSERTIONS. 
5. THE SUCCESSOR OF THIS MAN WAS MENANDER, ALSO A SAMARITAN BY BIRTH, AND HE, TOO, WAS A PERFECT ADEPT IN THE PRACTICE OF MAGIC. HE AFFIRMS THAT THE PRIMARY POWER CONTINUES UNKNOWN TO ALL, BUT THAT HE HIMSELF IS THE PERSON WHO HAS BEEN SENT FORTH FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE INVISIBLE BEINGS AS A SAVIOUR, FOR THE DELIVERANCE OF MEN. THE WORLD WAS MADE BY ANGELS, WHOM, LIKE SIMON, HE MAINTAINS TO HAVE BEEN PRODUCED BY ENNOEA. HE GIVES, TOO, AS HE AFFIRMS, BY MEANS OF THAT MAGIC WHICH HE TEACHES, KNOWLEDGE TO THIS EFFECT, THAT ONE MAY OVERCOME THOSE VERY ANGELS THAT MADE THE WORLD; FOR HIS DISCIPLES OBTAIN THE RESURRECTION BY BEING BAPTIZED INTO HIM, AND CAN DIE NO MORE, BUT REMAIN IN THE POSSESSION OF IMMORTAL YOUTH. 
CHAP. XXIV. -- DOCTRINES OF SATURNINUS AND BASILIDES. 
1. ARISING AMONG THESE MEN, SATURNINUS (WHO WAS OF THAT ANTIOCH WHICH IS NEAR DAPHNE) AND BASILIDES LAID HOLD OF SOME FAVOURABLE OPPORTUNITIES, AND PROMULGATED DIFFERENT SYSTEMS OF DOCTRINE--THE ONE IN SYRIA, THE OTHER AT ALEXANDRIA. SATURNINUS, LIKE MENANDER, SET FORTH ONE FATHER UNKNOWN TO ALL, WHO MADE ANGELS, ARCHANGELS, POWERS, AND POTENTATES. THE WORLD, AGAIN, AND ALL THINGS THEREIN, WERE MADE BY A CERTAIN COMPANY OF SEVEN ANGELS. MAN, TOO, WAS THE WORKMANSHIP OF ANGELS, A SHINING IMAGE BURSTING FORTH BELOW FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE SUPREME POWER; AND WHEN THEY COULD NOT, HE SAYS, KEEP HOLD OF THIS, BECAUSE IT IMMEDIATELY DARTED UPWARDS AGAIN, THEY EXHORTED EACH OTHER, SAYING, "LET US MAKE MAN AFTER OUR IMAGE AND LIKENESS."(1) HE WAS ACCORDINGLY FORMED, YET WAS UNABLE TO STAND ERECT, THROUGH THE INABILITY OF THE ANGELS TO CONVEY TO HIM THAT POWER, BUT WRIGGLED [ON THE GROUND] LIKE A WORM. THEN THE POWER ABOVE TAKING PITY UPON HIM, SINCE HE WAS MADE AFTER HIS LIKENESS, SENT FORTH A SPARK OF LIFE, WHICH GAVE MAN AN ERECT POSTURE, COMPACTED HIS JOINTS, AND MADE HIM LIVE. HE DECLARES, THEREFORE, THAT THIS SPARK OF LIFE, AFTER THE DEATH OF A MAN, RETURNS TO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE OF THE SAME NATURE WITH ITSELF, AND THE REST OF THE BODY IS DECOMPOSED INTO ITS ORIGINAL ELEMENTS. 
2. HE HAS ALSO LAID IT DOWN AS A TRUTH, THAT THE SAVIOR WAS WITHOUT BIRTH, WITHOUT BODY, AND WITHOUT FIGURE, BUT WAS, BY SUPPOSITION, A VISIBLE MAN; AND HE MAINTAINED THAT THE GOD OF THE JEWS WAS ONE OF THE ANGELS; AND, ON THIS ACCOUNT, BECAUSE ALL THE POWERS WISHED TO ANNIHILATE HIS FATHER, CHRIST CAME TO DESTROY THE GOD OF THE JEWS, BUT TO SAVE SUCH AS BELIEVE IN HIM; THAT IS, THOSE WHO POSSESS THE SPARK OF HIS LIFE. THIS HERETIC WAS THE FIRST TO AFFIRM THAT TWO KINDS OF MEN WERE FORMED BY THE ANGELS, THE ONE WICKED, AND THE OTHER GOOD. AND SINCE THE DEMONS ASSIST THE MOST WICKED, THE SAVIOUR CAME FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF EVIL MEN AND OF THE DEMONS, BUT FOR THE SALVATION OF THE GOOD. THEY DECLARE ALSO, THAT MARRIAGE AND GENERATION ARE FROM SATAN.(2) MANY OF THOSE, TOO, WHO BELONG TO HIS SCHOOL, ABSTAIN FROM ANIMAL FOOD, AND DRAW AWAY MULTITUDES BY A REIGNED TEMPERANCE OF THIS KIND. THEY HOLD, MOREOVER, THAT SOME OF THE PROPHECIES WERE UTTERED BY THOSE ANGELS WHO MADE THE WORLD, AND SOME BY SATAN; WHOM SATURNINUS REPRESENTS AS BEING HIMSELF AN ANGEL, THE ENEMY OF THE CREATORS OF THE WORLD, BUT ESPECIALLY OF THE GOD OF THE JEWS. 
3. BASILIDES AGAIN, THAT HE MAY APPEAR TO HAVE DISCOVERED SOMETHING MORE SUBLIME AND PLAUSIBLE, GIVES AN IMMENSE DEVELOPMENT TO HIS DOCTRINES. HE SETS FORTH THAT NOUS WAS FIRST BORN OF THE UNBORN FATHER, THAT FROM HIM, AGAIN, WAS BORN LOGOS, FROM LOGOS PHRONESIS, FROM PHRONESIS SOPHIA AND DYNAMIS, AND FROM DYNAMIS AND SOPHIA THE POWERS, AND PRINCIPALITIES, AND ANGELS, WHOM HE ALSO CALLS THE FIRST; AND THAT BY THEM THE FIRST HEAVEN WAS MADE. THEN OTHER POWERS, BEING FORMED BY EMANATION FROM THESE, CRATED ANOTHER HEAVEN SIMILAR TO THE FIRST; AND IN LIKE MANNER, WHEN OTHERS, AGAIN, HAD BEEN FORMED BY EMANATION FROM THEM, CORRESPONDING EXACTLY TO THOSE ABOVE THEM, THESE, TOO, FRAMED ANOTHER THIRD HEAVEN; AND THEN FROM THIS THIRD, IN DOWNWARD ORDER, THERE WAS A FOURTH SUCCESSION OF DESCENDANTS; AND SO ON, AFTER THE SAME FASHION, THEY DECLARE THAT MORE AND MORE PRINCIPALITIES AND ANGELS WERE FORMED, AND THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE HEAVENS.(3) WHEREFORE THE YEAR CONTAINS THE SAME NUMBER OF DAYS IN CONFORMITY WITH THE NUMBER OF THE HEAVENS. 
4. THOSE ANGELS WHO OCCUPY THE LOWEST HEAVEN, THAT, NAMELY, WHICH IS VISIBLE TO US, FORMED ALL THE THINGS WHICH ARE IN THE WORLD, AND MADE ALLOTMENTS AMONG THEMSELVES OF THE EARTH AND OF THOSE NATIONS WHICH ARE UPON IT. THE CHIEF OF THEM IS HE WHO IS THOUGHT TO BE THE GOD OF THE JEWS; AND INASMUCH AS HE DESIRED TO RENDER THE OTHER NATIONS SUBJECT TO HIS OWN PEOPLE, THAT IS, THE JEWS, ALL THE OTHER PRINCES RESISTED AND OPPOSED HIM. WHEREFORE ALL OTHER NATIONS WERE AT ENMITY WITH HIS NATION. BUT THE FATHER WITHOUT BIRTH AND WITHOUT NAME, PERCEIVING THAT THEY WOULD BE DESTROYED, SENT HIS OWN FIRST-BEGOTTEN NOUS (HE IT IS WHO IS CALLED CHRIST) TO BESTOW DELIVERANCE ON THEM THAT BELIEVE IN HIM, FROM THE POWER OF THOSE WHO MADE THE WORLD. HE APPEARED, THEN, ON EARTH AS A MAN, TO THE NATIONS OF THESE POWERS, AND WROUGHT MIRACLES. WHEREFORE HE DID NOT HIMSELF SUFFER DEATH, BUT SIMON, A CERTAIN MAN OF CYRENE, BEING COMPELLED, BORE THE CROSS IN HIS STEAD; SO THAT THIS LATTER BEING TRANSFIGURED BY HIM, THAT HE MIGHT BE THOUGHT TO BE JESUS, WAS CRUCIFIED, THROUGH IGNORANCE AND ERROR, WHILE JESUS HIMSELF RECEIVED THE FORM OF SIMON, AND, STANDING BY, LAUGHED AT THEM. FOR SINCE HE WAS AN INCORPOREAL POWER, AND THE NOUS (MIND) OF THE UNBORN FATHER, HE TRANSFIGURED HIMSELF AS HE PLEASED, AND THUS ASCENDED TO HIM WHO HAD SENT HIM, DERIDING THEM, INASMUCH AS HE COULD NOT BE LAID HOLD OF, AND WAS INVISIBLE TO ALL. THOSE, THEN, WHO KNOW THESE THINGS HAVE BEEN FREED FROM THE PRINCIPALITIES WHO FORMED THE WORLD; SO THAT IT IS NOT INCUMBENT ON US TO CONFESS HIM WHO WAS CRUCIFIED, BUT HIM WHO CAME IN THE FORM OF A MAN, AND WAS THOUGHT TO BE CRUCIFIED, AND WAS CALLED JESUS, AND WAS SENT BY THE FATHER, THAT BY THIS DISPENSATION HE MIGHT DESTROY THE WORKS OF THE MAKERS OF THE WORLD. IF ANY ONE, THEREFORE, HE DECLARES, CONFESSES THE CRUCIFIED, THAT MAN IS STILL A SLAVE, AND UNDER THE POWER OF THOSE WHO FORMED OUR BODIES; BUT HE WHO DENIES HIM HAS BEEN FREED FROM THESE BEINGS, AND IS ACQUAINTED WITH THE DISPENSATION OF THE UNBORN FATHER. 
5. SALVATION BELONGS TO THE SOUL ALONE, FOR THE BODY IS BY NATURE SUBJECT TO CORRUPTION. HE DECLARES, TOO, THAT THE PROPHECIES WERE DERIVED FROM THOSE POWERS WHO WERE THE MAKERS OF THE WORLD, BUT THE LAW WAS SPECIALLY GIVEN BY THEIR CHIEF, WHO LED THE PEOPLE OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT. HE ATTACHES NO IMPORTANCE TO [THE QUESTION REGARDING] MEATS OFFERED IN SACRIFICE TO IDOLS, THINKS THEM OF NO CONSEQUENCE, AND MAKES USE OF THEM WITHOUT ANY HESITATION; HE HOLDS ALSO THE USE OF OTHER THINGS, AND THE PRACTICE OF EVERY KIND OF LUST, A MATTER OF PERFECT INDIFFERENCE. THESE MEN, MOREOVER, PRACTICE MAGIC; AND USE IMAGES, INCANTATIONS, INVOCATIONS, AND EVERY OTHER KIND OF CURIOUS ART. COINING ALSO CERTAIN, NAMES AS IF THEY WERE THOSE OF THE ANGELS, THEY PROCLAIM SOME OF THESE AS BELONGING TO THE FIRST, AND OTHERS TO THE SECOND HEAVEN; AND THEN THEY STRIVE TO SET FORTH THE NAMES, PRINCIPLES, ANGELS, AND POWERS OF THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE IMAGINED HEAVENS. THEY ALSO AFFIRM THAT THE BARBAROUS NAME IN WHICH THE SAVIOUR ASCENDED AND DESCENDED, IS CAULACAU.(1) 
6. HE, THEN, WHO HAS LEARNED [THESE THINGS], AND KNOWN ALL THE ANGELS AND THEIR CAUSES, IS RENDERED INVISIBLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO THE ANGELS AND ALL THE POWERS, EVEN AS CAULACAU ALSO WAS. AND AS THE SON WAS UNKNOWN TO ALL, SO MUST THEY ALSO BE KNOWN BY NO ONE; BUT WHILE THEY KNOW ALL, AND PASS THROUGH ALL, THEY THEMSELVES REMAIN INVISIBLE AND UNKNOWN TO ALL; FOR, "DO THOU," THEY SAY, "KNOW ALL, BUT LET NOBODY KNOW THEE." FOR THIS REASON, PERSONS OF SUCH A PERSUASION ARE ALSO READY TO RECANT [THEIR OPINIONS], YEA, RATHER, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THEY SHOULD SUFFER ON ACCOUNT OF A MERE NAME, SINCE THEY ARE LIKE TO ALL. THE MULTITUDE, HOWEVER, CANNOT UNDERSTAND THESE MATTERS, BUT ONLY ONE OUT OF A THOUSAND, OR TWO OUT OF TEN THOUSAND. THEY DECLARE THAT THEY ARE NO LONGER JEWS, AND THAT THEY ARE NOT YET CHRISTIANS; AND THAT IT IS NOT AT ALL FITTING TO SPEAK OPENLY OF THEIR MYSTERIES, BUT RIGHT TO KEEP THEM SECRET BY PRESERVING SILENCE. 
7. THEY MAKE OUT THE LOCAL POSITION OF THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE HEAVENS IN THE SAME WAY AS DO MATHEMATICIANS. FOR, ACCEPTING THE THEOREMS OF THESE LATTER, THEY HAVE TRANSFERRED THEM TO THEIR OWN TYPE OF DOCTRINE. THEY HOLD THAT THEIR CHIEF IS ABRAXAS;(2) AND, ON THIS ACCOUNT, THAT WORD CONTAINS IN ITSELF THE NUMBERS AMOUNTING TO THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE. 
CHAP. XXV.--DOCTRINES OF CARPOCRATES. 
1. CARPOCRATES, AGAIN, AND HIS FOLLOWERS MAINTAIN THAT THE WORLD AND THE THINGS WHICH ARE THEREIN WERE CREATED BY ANGELS GREATLY INFERIOR TO THE UNBEGOTTEN FATHER. THEY ALSO HOLD THAT JESUS WAS THE SON OF JOSEPH, AND WAS JUST LIKE OTHER MEN, WITH THE EXCEPTION THAT HE DIFFERED FROM THEM IN THIS RESPECT, THAT INASMUCH AS HIS SOUL WAS STEADFAST AND PURE, HE PERFECTLY REMEMBERED THOSE THINGS WHICH HE HAD WITNESSED(3) WITHIN THE SPHERE OF THE UNBEGOTTEN GOD. ON THIS ACCOUNT, A POWER DESCENDED UPON HIM FROM THE FATHER, THAT BY MEANS OF IT HE MIGHT ESCAPE FROM THE CREATORS OF THE WORLD; AND THEY SAY THAT IT, AFTER PASSING THROUGH THEM ALL, AND REMAINING IN ALL POINTS FREE, ASCENDED AGAIN TO HIM, AND TO THE POWERS,(4) WHICH IN THE SAME WAY EMBRACED LIKE THINGS TO ITSELF. THEY FURTHER DECLARE, THAT THE SOUL OF JESUS, ALTHOUGH EDUCATED IN THE PRACTICES OF THE JEWS, REGARDED THESE WITH CONTEMPT, AND THAT FOR THIS REASON HE WAS ENDOWED WITH FACULTIES, BY MEANS OF WHICH HE DESTROYED THOSE PASSIONS WHICH DWELT IN MEN AS A PUNISHMENT [FOR THEIR SINS]. 
2. THE SOUL, THEREFORE, WHICH IS LIKE THAT OF CHRIST CAN DESPISE THOSE RULERS WHO WERE THE CREATORS OF THE WORLD, AND, IN LIKE MANNER, RECEIVES POWER FOR ACCOMPLISHING THE SAME RESULTS. THIS IDEA HAS RAISED THEM TO SUCH A PITCH OF PRIDE, THAT SOME OF THEM DECLARE THEMSELVES SIMILAR TO JESUS; WHILE OTHERS, STILL MORE MIGHTY, MAINTAIN THAT THEY ARE SUPERIOR TO HIS DISCIPLES, SUCH AS PETER AND PAUL, AND THE REST OF THE APOSTLES, WHOM THEY CONSIDER TO BE IN NO RESPECT INFERIOR TO JESUS. FOR THEIR SOULS, DESCENDING FROM THE SAME SPHERE AS HIS, AND THEREFORE DESPISING IN LIKE MANNER THE CREATORS OF THE WORLD, ARE DEEMED WORTHY OF THE SAME POWER, AND AGAIN DEPART TO THE SAME PLACE. BUT IF ANY ONE SHALL HAVE DESPISED THE THINGS IN THIS WORLD MORE THAN HE DID, HE THUS PROVES HIMSELF SUPERIOR TO HIM. 
3. THEY PRACTICE ALSO MAGICAL ARTS AND INCANTATIONS; PHILTERS, ALSO, AND LOVE-POTIONS; AND HAVE RECOURSE TO FAMILIAR SPIRITS, DREAM-SENDING DEMONS, AND OTHER ABOMINATIONS, DECLARING THAT THEY POSSESS POWER TO RULE OVER, EVEN NOW, THE PRINCES AND FORMERS OF THIS WORLD; AND NOT ONLY THEM, BUT ALSO ALL THINGS THAT ARE IN IT. THESE MEN, EVEN AS THE GENTILES, HAVE BEEN SENT FORTH BY SATAN(5) TO BRING DISHONOR UPON THE CHURCH, SO THAT, IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, MEN HEARING THE THINGS WHICH THEY SPEAK, AND IMAGINING THAT WE ALL ARE SUCH AS THEY, MAY TURN AWAY THEIR EARS FROM THE PREACHING OF THE TRUTH; OR, AGAIN, SEEING THE THINGS THEY PRACTICE, MAY SPEAK EVIL OF US ALL, WHO HAVE IN FACT NO FELLOWSHIP WITH THEM, EITHER IN DOCTRINE OR IN MORALS, OR IN OUR DAILY CONDUCT. BUT THEY LEAD A LICENTIOUS LIFE,(1) AND, TO CONCEAL THEIR IMPIOUS DOCTRINES, THEY ABUSE THE NAME [OF CHRIST], AS A MEANS OF HIDING THEIR WICKEDNESS; SO THAT "THEIR CONDEMNATION IS JUST,"(2) WHEN THEY RECEIVE FROM GOD A RECOMPENSE SUITED TO THEIR WORKS. 
4. SO UNBRIDLED IS THEIR MADNESS, THAT THEY DECLARE THEY HAVE IN THEIR POWER ALL THINGS WHICH ARE IRRELIGIOUS AND IMPIOUS, AND ARE AT LIBERTY TO PRACTICE THEM; FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT THINGS ARE EVIL OR GOOD, SIMPLY IN VIRTUE OF HUMAN OPINION.(3) THEY DEEM IT NECESSARY, THEREFORE, THAT BY MEANS OF TRANSMIGRATION FROM BODY TO BODY, SOULS SHOULD HAVE EXPERIENCE OF EVERY KIND OF LIFE AS WELL AS EVERY KIND OF ACTION (UNLESS, INDEED, BY A SINGLE INCARNATION, ONE MAY BE ABLE TO PREVENT ANY NEED FOR OTHERS, BY ONCE FOR ALL, AND WITH EQUAL COMPLETENESS, DOING ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH WE DARE NOT EITHER SPEAK OR HEAR OF, NAY, WHICH WE MUST NOT EVEN CONCEIVE IN OUR THOUGHTS, NOR THINK CREDIBLE, IF ANY SUCH THING IS MOOTED AMONG THOSE PERSONS WHO ARE OUR FELLOW-CITIZENS), IN ORDER THAT, AS THEIR WRITINGS EXPRESS IT, THEIR SOULS, HAVING MADE TRIAL OF EVERY KIND OF LIFE, MAY, AT THEIR DEPARTURE, NOT BE WANTING IN ANY PARTICULAR. IT IS NECESSARY(4) TO INSIST UPON THIS, LEST, ON ACCOUNT OF SOME ONE THING BEING STILL WANTING TO THEIR DELIVERANCE, THEY SHOULD BE COMPELLED ONCE MORE TO BECOME INCARNATE. THEY AFFIRM THAT FOR THIS REASON JESUS SPOKE THE FOLLOWING PARABLE: "WHILST THOU ART WITH THINE ADVERSARY IN THE WAY, GIVE ALL DILIGENCE, THAT THOU MAYEST BE DELIVERED FROM HIM, LEST HE GIVE THEE UP TO THE JUDGE, AND THE JUDGE SURRENDER THEE TO THE OFFICER, AND HE CAST THEE INTO PRISON. VERILY, I SAY UNTO THEE, THOU SHALT NOT GO OUT THENCE UNTIL THOU PAY THE VERY LAST FARTHING."(5) THEY ALSO DECLARE THE "ADVERSARY" IS ONE OF THOSE ANGELS WHO ARE IN THE WORLD, WHOM THEY CALL THE DEVIL, MAINTAINING THAT HE WAS FORMED FOR THIS PURPOSE, THAT HE MIGHT LEAD THOSE SOULS WHICH HAVE PERISHED FROM THE WORLD TO THE SUPREME RULER. THEY DESCRIBE HIM ALSO AS BEING CHIEF AMONG THE MAKERS OF THE WORLD, AND MAINTAIN THAT HE DELIVERS SUCH SOULS [AS HAVE BEEN MENTIONED] TO ANOTHER ANGEL, WHO MINISTERS TO HIM, THAT HE MAY SHUT THEM UP IN OTHER BODIES; FOR THEY DECLARE THAT THE BODY IS "THE PRISON." AGAIN, THEY INTERPRET THESE EXPRESSIONS, "THOU SHALT NOT GO OUT THENCE UNTIL THOU PAY THE VERY LAST FARTHING," AS MEANING THAT NO ONE CAN ESCAPE FROM THE POWER OF THOSE ANGELS WHO MADE THE WORLD, BUT THAT HE MUST PASS FROM BODY TO BODY, UNTIL HE HAS EXPERIENCE OF EVERY KIND OF ACTION WHICH CAN BE PRACTICED IN THIS WORLD, AND WHEN NOTHING IS LONGER WANTING TO HIM, THEN HIS LIBERATED SOUL SHOULD SOAR UPWARDS TO THAT GOD WHO IS ABOVE THE ANGELS, THE MAKERS OF THE WORLD. IN THIS WAY ALSO ALL SOULS ARE SAVED, WHETHER THEIR OWN WHICH, GUARDING AGAINST ALL DELAY, PARTICIPATE IN ALL SORTS OF ACTIONS DURING ONE INCARNATION, OR THOSE, AGAIN, WHO, BY PASSING FROM BODY TO BODY, ARE SET FREE, ON FULFILLING AND ACCOMPLISHING WHAT IS REQUISITE IN EVERY FORM OF LIFE INTO WHICH THEY ARE SENT, SO THAT AT LENGTH THEY SHALL NO LONGER BE [SHUT IN THE BODY. 
5. AND THUS, IF UNGODLY, UNLAWFUL, AND FORBIDDEN ACTIONS ARE COMMITTED AMONG THEM, I CAN NO LONGER FIND GROUND FOR BELIEVING THEM TO BE SUCH.(6) AND IN THEIR WRITINGS WE READ AS FOLLOWS, THE INTERPRETATION WHICH THEY GIVE [OF THEIR VIEWS], DECLARING THAT JESUS SPOKE IN A MYSTERY TO HIS DISCIPLES AND APOSTLES PRIVATELY, AND THAT THEY REQUESTED AND OBTAINED PERMISSION TO HAND DOWN THE THINGS THUS TAUGHT THEM, TO OTHERS WHO SHOULD BE WORTHY AND BELIEVING. WE ARE SAVED, INDEED, BY MEANS OF FAITH AND LOVE; BUT ALL OTHER THINGS, WHILE IN THEIR NATURE INDIFFERENT, ARE RECKONED BY THE OPINION OF MEN-- SOME GOOD AND SOME EVIL, THERE BEING NOTHING REALLY EVIL BY NATURE. 
6. OTHERS OF THEM EMPLOY OUTWARD MARKS, BRANDING THEIR DISCIPLES INSIDE THE LOBE OF THE RIGHT EAR. FROM AMONG THESE ALSO AROSE MARCELLINA, WHO CAME TO ROME UNDER [THE EPISCOPATE OF] ANICETUS, AND, HOLDING THESE DOCTRINES, SHE LED MULTITUDES ASTRAY. THEY STYLE THEMSELVES GNOSTICS. THEY ALSO POSSESS IMAGES, SOME OF THEM PAINTED, AND OTHERS FORMED FROM DIFFERENT KINDS OF MATERIAL; WHILE THEY MAINTAIN THAT A LIKENESS OF CHRIST WAS MADE BY PILATE AT THAT TIME WHEN JESUS LIVED AMONG THEM.(7) THEY CROWN THESE IMAGES, AND SET THEM UP ALONG WITH THE IMAGES OF THE PHILOSOPHERS OF THE WORLD THAT IS TO SAY, WITH THE IMAGES OF PYTHAGORAS, AND PLATO, AND ARISTOTLE, AND THE REST. THEY HAVE ALSO OTHER MODES OF HONOURING THESE IMAGES, AFTER THE SAME MANNER OF THE GENTILES. 
CHAP. XXVI.--DOCTRINES OF CERINTHUS, THE EBIONITES, AND NICOLAITANES. 
1. CERINTHUS, AGAIN, A MAN WHO WAS EDUCATED(8) IN THE WISDOM OF THE EGYPTIANS, TAUGHT THAT THE WORLD WAS NOT MADE BY THE PRIMARY GOD, BUT BY A CERTAIN POWER FAR SEPARATED FROM HIM, AND AT A DISTANCE FROM THAT PRINCIPALITY WHO IS SUPREME OVER THE UNIVERSE, AND IGNORANT OF HIM WHO IS ABOVE ALL. HE REPRESENTED JESUS AS HAVING NOT BEEN BORN OF A VIRGIN, BUT AS BEING THE SON OF JOSEPH AND MARY ACCORDING TO THE ORDINARY COURSE OF HUMAN GENERATION, WHILE HE NEVERTHELESS WAS MORE RIGHTEOUS, PRUDENT, AND WISE THAN OTHER MEN. MOREOVER, AFTER HIS BAPTISM, CHRIST DESCENDED UPON HIM IN THE FORM OF A DOVE FROM THE SUPREME RULER, AND THAT THEN HE PROCLAIMED THE UNKNOWN FATHER, AND PERFORMED MIRACLES. BUT AT LAST CHRIST DEPARTED FROM JESUS, AND THAT THEN JESUS SUFFERED AND ROSE AGAIN, WHILE CHRIST REMAINED IMPASSIBLE, INASMUCH AS HE WAS A SPIRITUAL BEING. 
2. THOSE WHO ARE CALLED EBIONITES AGREE THAT THE WORLD WAS MADE BY GOD; BUT THEIR OPINIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE LORD ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE OF CERINTHUS AND CARPOCRATES. THEY USE THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW ONLY, AND REPUDIATE THE APOSTLE PAUL, MAINTAINING THAT HE WAS AN APOSTATE FROM THE LAW. AS TO THE PROPHETICAL WRITINGS, THEY ENDEAVOR TO EXPOUND THEM IN A SOMEWHAT SINGULAR MANNER: THEY PRACTICE CIRCUMCISION, PERSEVERE IN THE OBSERVANCE OF THOSE CUSTOMS WHICH ARE ENJOINED BY THE LAW, AND ARE SO JUDAIC IN THEIR STYLE OF LIFE, THAT THEY EVEN ADORE JERUSALEM AS IF IT WERE THE HOUSE OF GOD. 
3. THE NICOLAITANES ARE THE FOLLOWERS OF THAT NICOLAS WHO WAS ONE OF THE SEVEN FIRST ORDAINED TO THE DIACONATE BY THE APOSTLES.(1) THEY LEAD LIVES OF UNRESTRAINED INDULGENCE. THE CHARACTER OF THESE MEN IS VERY PLAINLY POINTED OUT IN THE APOCALYPSE OF JOHN, [WHEN THEY ARE REPRESENTED] AS TEACHING THAT IT IS A MATTER OF INDIFFERENCE TO PRACTICE ADULTERY, AND TO EAT THINGS SACRIFICED TO IDOLS. WHEREFORE THE WORD HAS ALSO SPOKEN OF THEM THUS: "BUT THIS THOU HAST, THAT THOU HATEST THE DEEDS OF THE NICOLAITANES, WHICH I ALSO HATE."(2) 
CHAP. XXVII.--DOCTRINES OF CERDO AND MARCION. 
1. CERDO WAS ONE WHO TOOK HIS SYSTEM FROM THE FOLLOWERS OF SIMON, AND CAME TO LIVE AT ROME IN THE TIME OF HYGINUS, WHO HELD THE NINTH PLACE IN THE EPISCOPAL SUCCESSION FROM THE APOSTLES DOWNWARDS. HE TAUGHT THAT THE GOD PROCLAIMED BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS WAS NOT THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. FOR THE FORMER WAS KNOWN, BUT THE LATTER UNKNOWN; WHILE THE ONE ALSO WAS RIGHTEOUS, BUT THE OTHER BENEVOLENT. 
2. MARCION OF PONTUS SUCCEEDED HIM, AND DEVELOPED HIS DOCTRINE. IN SO DOING, HE ADVANCED THE MOST DARING BLASPHEMY AGAINST HIM WHO IS PROCLAIMED AS GOD BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, DECLARING HIM TO BE THE AUTHOR OF EVILS, TO TAKE DELIGHT IN WAR, TO BE INFIRM OF PURPOSE, AND EVEN TO BE CONTRARY TO HIMSELF. BUT JESUS BEING DERIVED FROM THAT FATHER WHO IS ABOVE THE GOD THAT MADE THE WORLD, AND COMING INTO JUDAEA IN THE TIMES OF PONTIUS PILATE THE GOVERNOR, WHO WAS THE PROCURATOR OF TIBERIUS CAESAR, WAS MANIFESTED IN THE FORM OF A MAN TO THOSE WHO WERE IN JUDAEA, ABOLISHING THE PROPHETS AND THE LAW, AND ALL THE WORKS OF THAT GOD WHO MADE THE WORLD, WHOM ALSO HE CALLS COSMOCRATOR. BESIDES THIS, HE MUTILATES THE GOSPEL WHICH IS ACCORDING TO LUKE, REMOVING ALL THAT IS WRITTEN RESPECTING THE GENERATION OF THE LORD, AND SETTING ASIDE A GREAT DEAL OF THE TEACHING OF THE LORD, IN WHICH THE LORD IS RECORDED AS MOST DEARLY CONFESSING THAT THE MAKER OF THIS UNIVERSE IS HIS FATHER. HE LIKEWISE PERSUADED HIS DISCIPLES THAT HE HIMSELF WAS MORE-WORTHY OF CREDIT THAN ARE THOSE APOSTLES WHO HAVE HANDED DOWN THE GOSPEL TO US, FURNISHING THEM NOT WITH THE GOSPEL, BUT MERELY A FRAGMENT OF IT. IN LIKE MANNER, TOO, HE DISMEMBERED THE EPISTLES OF PAUL, REMOVING ALL THAT IS SAID BY THE APOSTLE RESPECTING THAT GOD WHO MADE THE WORLD, TO THE EFFECT THAT HE IS THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND ALSO THOSE PASSAGES FROM THE PROPHETICAL WRITINGS WHICH THE APOSTLE QUOTES, IN ORDER TO TEACH US THAT THEY ANNOUNCED BEFOREHAND THE COMING OF THE LORD. 
3. SALVATION WILL BE THE ATTAINMENT ONLY OF THOSE SOULS WHICH HAD LEARNED HIS DOCTRINE; WHILE THE BODY, AS HAVING BEEN TAKEN FROM THE EARTH, IS INCAPABLE OF SHARING IN SALVATION. IN ADDITION TO HIS BLASPHEMY AGAINST GOD HIMSELF, HE ADVANCED THIS ALSO, TRULY SPEAKING AS WITH THE MOUTH OF THE DEVIL, AND SAYING ALL THINGS IN DIRECT OPPOSITION TO THE TRUTH,--THAT CAIN, AND THOSE LIKE HIM, AND THE SODOMITES, AND THE EGYPTIANS, AND OTHERS LIKE THEM, AND, IN FINE, ALL THE NATIONS WHO WALKED IN ALL SORTS OF ABOMINATION, WERE SAVED BY THE LORD, ON HIS DESCENDING INTO HADES, AND ON THEIR RUNNING UNTO HIM, AND THAT THEY WELCOMED HIM INTO THEIR KINGDOM. BUT THE SERPENT(3) WHICH WAS IN MARCION DECLARED THAT ABEL, AND ENOCH, AND NOAH, AND THOSE OTHER RIGHTEOUS MEN WHO SPRANG(4) FROM THE PATRIARCH ABRAHAM, WITH ALL THE PROPHETS, AND THOSE WHO WERE PLEASING TO GOD, DID NOT PARTAKE IN SALVATION. FOR SINCE THESE MEN, HE SAYS, KNEW THAT THEIR GOD WAS CONSTANTLY TEMPTING THEM, SO NOW THEY SUSPECTED THAT HE WAS TEMPTING THEM, AND DID NOT RUN TO JESUS, OR BELIEVE HIS ANNOUNCEMENT: AND FOR THIS REASON, HE DECLARED THAT THEIR SOULS REMAINED IN HADES. 
4. BUT SINCE THIS MAN IS THE ONLY ONE WHO HAS DARED OPENLY TO MUTILATE THE SCRIPTURES, AND UNBLUSHINGLY ABOVE ALL OTHERS TO INVEIGH AGAINST GOD, I PURPOSE SPECIALLY TO REFUTE HIM, CONVICTING HIM OUT OF HIS OWN WRITINGS; AND, WITH THE HELP OF GOD, I SHALL OVERTHROW HIM OUT OF THOSE(1) DISCOURSES OF THE LORD AND THE APOSTLES, WHICH ARE OF AUTHORITY WITH HIM, AND OF WHICH HE MAKES USE. AT PRESENT, HOWEVER, I HAVE SIMPLY BEEN LED TO MENTION HIM, THAT THOU MIGHTEST KNOW THAT ALL THOSE WHO IN ANY WAY CORRUPT THE TRUTH, AND INJURIOUSLY AFFECT THE PREACHING OF THE CHURCH, ARE THE DISCIPLES AND SUCCESSORS OF SIMON MAGUS OF SAMARIA. ALTHOUGH THEY DO NOT CONFESS THE NAME OF THEIR MASTER, IN ORDER ALL THE MORE TO SEDUCE OTHERS, YET THEY DO TEACH HIS DOCTRINES. THEY SET FORTH, INDEED, THE NAME OF CHRIST JESUS AS A SORT OF LURE, BUT IN VARIOUS WAYS THEY INTRODUCE THE IMPIETIES OF SIMON; AND THUS, THEY DESTROY MULTITUDES, WICKEDLY DISSEMINATING THEIR OWN DOCTRINES BY THE USE OF A GOOD NAME, AND, THROUGH MEANS OF ITS SWEETNESS AND BEAUTY, EXTENDING TO THEIR HEARERS THE BITTER AND MALIGNANT POISON OF THE SERPENT, THE GREAT AUTHOR OF APOSTASY? 
CHAP. XXVIII.--DOCTRINES OF TATIAN, THE ENCRATITES, AND OTHERS. 
1. MANY OFFSHOOTS OF NUMEROUS HERESIES HAVE ALREADY BEEN FORMED FROM THOSE HERETICS WE HAVE DESCRIBED. THIS ARISES FROM THE FACT THAT NUMBERS OF THEM--INDEED, WE MAY SAY ALL--DESIRE THEMSELVES TO BE TEACHERS, AND TO BREAK OFF FROM THE PARTICULAR HERESY IN WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN INVOLVED. FORMING ONE SET OF DOCTRINES OUT OF A TOTALLY DIFFERENT SYSTEM OF OPINIONS, AND THEN AGAIN OTHERS FROM OTHERS, THEY INSIST UPON TEACHING SOMETHING NEW, DECLARING THEMSELVES THE INVENTORS OF ANY SORT OF OPINION WHICH THEY MAY HAVE BEEN ABLE TO CALL INTO EXISTENCE. TO GIVE AN EXAMPLE: SPRINGING FROM SATURNINUS AND MARCION, THOSE WHO ARE CALLED ENCRATITES (SELF-CONTROLLED) PREACHED AGAINST MARRIAGE, THUS SETTING ASIDE THE ORIGINAL CREATION OF GOD, AND INDIRECTLY BLAMING HIM WHO MADE THE MALE AND FEMALE FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE HUMAN RACE. SOME OF THOSE RECKONED AMONG THEM HAVE ALSO INTRODUCED ABSTINENCE FROM ANIMAL FOOD, THUS PROVING THEMSELVES UNGRATEFUL TO GOD, WHO FORMED ALL THINGS. THEY DENY, TOO, THE SALVATION OF HIM WHO WAS FIRST CREATED. IT IS BUT LATELY, HOWEVER, THAT THIS OPINION HAS BEEN INVENTED AMONG THEM. A CERTAIN MAN NAMED TATIAN FIRST INTRODUCED THE BLASPHEMY. HE WAS A HEARER OF JUSTIN'S, AND AS LONG AS HE CONTINUED WITH HIM, HE EXPRESSED NO SUCH VIEWS; BUT AFTER HIS MARTYRDOM HE SEPARATED FROM THE CHURCH, AND, EXCITED AND PUFFED UP BY THE THOUGHT OF BEING A TEACHER, AS IF HE WERE SUPERIOR TO OTHERS, HE COMPOSED HIS OWN PECULIAR TYPE OF DOCTRINE. HE INVENTED A SYSTEM OF CERTAIN INVISIBLE AEONS, LIKE THE FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS; WHILE, LIKE MARCION AND SATURNINUS, HE DECLARED THAT MARRIAGE WAS NOTHING ELSE THAN CORRUPTION AND FORNICATION.(3) BUT HIS DENIAL OF ADAM'S SALVATION WAS AN OPINION DUE ENTIRELY TO HIMSELF. 
2. OTHERS, AGAIN, FOLLOWING UPON BASILIDES AND CARPOCRATES, HAVE INTRODUCED PROMISCUOUS INTERCOURSE AND A PLURALITY OF WIVES, AND ARE INDIFFERENT ABOUT EATING MEATS SACRIFICED TO IDOLS, MAINTAINING THAT GOD DOES NOT GREATLY REGARD SUCH MATTERS. BUT WHY CONTINUE? FOR IT IS AN IMPRACTICABLE ATTEMPT TO MENTION ALL THOSE WHO, IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, HAVE FALLEN AWAY FROM THE TRUTH. 
CHAP. XXIX.--DOCTRINES OF VARIOUS OTHER GNOSTIC SECTS, AND ESPECIALLY OF THE BARBELIOTES OR BORBORIANS. 
1. BESIDES THOSE, HOWEVER, AMONG THESE HERETICS WHO ARE SIMONIANS, AND OF WHOM WE HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN, A MULTITUDE OF GNOSTICS HAVE SPRUNG UP, AND HAVE BEEN MANIFESTED LIKE MUSHROOMS GROWING OUT OF THE GROUND. I NOW PROCEED TO DESCRIBE THE PRINCIPAL OPINIONS HELD BY THEM. SOME OF THEM, THEN, SET FORTH A CERTAIN AEON WHO NEVER GROWS OLD, AND EXISTS IN A VIRGIN SPIRIT: HIM THEY STYLE BARBELOS.(4) THEY DECLARE THAT SOMEWHERE OR OTHER THERE EXISTS A CERTAIN FATHER WHO CANNOT BE NAMED, AND THAT HE WAS DESIROUS TO REVEAL HIMSELF TO THIS BARBELOS. THEN THIS ENNOEA WENT FORWARD, STOOD BEFORE HIS FACE, AND DEMANDED FROM HIM PROGNOSIS (PRESCIENCE). BUT WHEN PROGNOSIS HAD, [AS WAS REQUESTED,] COME FORTH, THESE TWO ASKED FOR APHTHARSIA (INCORRUPTION), WHICH ALSO CAME FORTH, AND AFTER THAT ZOE AIONIOS (ETERNAL LIFE). BARBELOS, GLORYING IN THESE, AND CONTEMPLATING THEIR GREATNESS, AND IN CONCEPTION S [THUS FORMED], REJOICING IN THIS GREATNESS, GENERATED LIGHT SIMILAR TO IT. THEY DECLARE THAT THIS WAS THE BEGINNING BOTH OF LIGHT AND OF THE GENERATION OF ALL THINGS; AND THAT THE FATHER, BEHOLDING THIS LIGHT, ANOINTED IT WITH HIS OWN BENIGNITY, THAT IT MIGHT BE RENDERED PERFECT. MOREOVER, THEY MAINTAIN THAT THIS WAS CHRIST, WHO AGAIN, ACCORDING TO THEM, REQUESTED THAT NOUS SHOULD BE GIVEN HIM AS AN ASSISTANT; AND NOUS CAME FORTH ACCORDINGLY. BESIDES THESE, THE FATHER SENT FORTH LOGOS. THE CONJUNCTIONS OF ENNOEA AND LOGOS, AND OF APHTHARSIA AND CHRIST, WILL THUS BE FORMED; WHILE ZOE AIONIOS WAS UNITED TO THELEMA, AND NOUS TO PROGNOSIS. THESE, THEN, MAGNIFIED THE GREAT LIGHT AND BARBELOS. 
2. THEY ALSO AFFIRM THAT AUTOGENES WAS AFTERWARDS SENT FORTH FROM ENNOEA AND LOGOS, TO BE A REPRESENTATION OF THE GREAT LIGHT, AND THAT HE WAS GREATLY HONOURED, ALL THINGS BEING RENDERED SUBJECT UNTO HIM. ALONG WITH HIM WAS SENT FORTH ALETHEIA, AND A CONJUNCTION WAS FORMED BETWEEN AUTOGENES AND ALETHEIA. BUT THEY DECLARE THAT FROM THE LIGHT, WHICH IS CHRIST, AND FROM APHTHARSIA, FOUR LUMINARIES WERE SENT FORTH TO SURROUND AUTOGENES; AND AGAIN FROM THELEMA AND ZOE AIONIOS FOUR OTHER EMISSIONS TOOK PLACE, TO WAIT UPON THESE FOUR LUMINARIES; AND THESE THEY NAME CHARIS (GRACE), THELESIS (WILL), SYNESIS (UNDERSTANDING), AND PHRONESIS (PRUDENCE) OF THESE, CHAFFS IS CONNECTED WITH THE GREAT AND FIRST LUMINARY: HIM THEY REPRESENT AS SORER (SAVIOUR), AND STYLE ARMOGENES.(1) THELESIS, AGAIN, IS UNITED TO THE SECOND LUMINARY, WHOM THEY ALSO NAME RAGUEL; SYNESIS TO THE THIRD, WHOM THEY CALL DAVID; AND PHRONESIS TO THE FOURTH, WHOM THEY NAME ELELETH. 
3. ALL THESE, THEN, BEING THUS SETTLED, AUTO-GENES MOREOVER PRODUCES A PERFECT AND TRUE MAN, WHOM THEY ALSO CALL ADAMAS, INASMUCH AS NEITHER HAS HE HIMSELF EVER BEEN CONQUERED, NOR HAVE THOSE FROM WHOM HE SPRANG; HE ALSO WAS, ALONG WITH THE FIRST LIGHT, SEVERED FROM ARMOGENES. MOREOVER, PERFECT KNOWLEDGE WAS SENT FORTH BY AUTOGENES ALONG WITH MAN, AND WAS UNITED TO HIM; HENCE HE ATTAINED TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM THAT IS ABOVE ALL. INVINCIBLE POWER WAS ALSO CONFERRED ON HIM BY THE VIRGIN SPIRIT; AND ALL THINGS THEN RESTED IN HIM, TO SING PRAISES TO THE GREAT AEON. HENCE ALSO THEY DECLARE WERE MANIFESTED THE MOTHER, THE FATHER, THE SON; WHILE FROM ANTHROPOS AND GNOSIS THAT TREE WAS PRODUCED WHICH THEY ALSO STYLE GNOSIS ITSELF. 
4. NEXT THEY MAINTAIN, THAT FROM THE FIRST ANGEL, WHO STANDS BY THE SIDE OF MONOGENES, THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS BEEN SENT FORTH, WHOM THEY ALSO TERM SOPHIA AND PRUNICUS.(2) HE THEN, PERCEIVING THAT ALL THE OTHERS HAD CONSORTS, WHILE HE HIMSELF WAS DESTITUTE OF ONE, SEARCHED AFTER A BEING TO WHOM HE MIGHT BE UNITED; AND NOT FINDING ONE, HE EXERTED AND EXTENDED HIMSELF TO THE UTTERMOST AND LOOKED DOWN INTO THE LOWER REGIONS, IN THE EXPECTATION OF THERE FINDING A CONSORT; AND STILL NOT MEETING WITH ONE, HE LEAPED FORTH [FROM HIS PLACE] IN A STATE OF GREAT IMPATIENCE, [WHICH HAD COME UPON HIM] BECAUSE HE HAD MADE HIS ATTEMPT WITHOUT THE GOOD-WILL OF HIS FATHER. AFTERWARDS, UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF SIMPLICITY AND KINDNESS, HE PRODUCED A WORK IN WHICH WERE TO BE FOUND IGNORANCE AND AUDACITY. THIS WORK OF HIS THEY DECLARE TO BE PROTARCHONTES, THE FORMER OF THIS [LOWER] CREATION. BUT THEY RELATE THAT A MIGHTY POWER CARRIED HIM AWAY FROM HIS MOTHER, AND THAT HE SETTLED FAR AWAY FROM HER IN THE LOWER REGIONS, AND FORMED THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN, IN WHICH ALSO THEY AFFIRM THAT HE DWELLS. AND IN HIS IGNORANCE, HE FORMED THOSE POWERS WHICH ARE INFERIOR TO HIMSELF--ANGELS, AND FIRMAMENTS, AND ALL THINGS EARTHLY. THEY AFFIRM THAT HE, BEING UNITED TO AUTHADIA (AUDACITY), PRODUCED KAKIA (WICKEDNESS), ZELOS (EMULATION), PHTHONOS (ENVY), ERINNYS (FURY), AND EPITHYMIA (LUST). WHEN THESE WERE GENERATED, THE MOTHER SOPHIA DEEPLY GRIEVED, FLED AWAY, DEPARTED INTO THE UPPER REGIONS, AND BECAME THE LAST OF THE OGDOAD, RECKONING IT DOWNWARDS. ON HER THUS DEPARTING, HE IMAGINED HE WAS THE ONLY BEING IN EXISTENCE; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT DECLARED, "I AM A JEALOUS GOD, AND BESIDES ME THERE IS NO ONE."(3) SUCH ARE THE FALSEHOODS WHICH THESE PEOPLE INVENT. 
CHAP. XXX.--DOCTRINES OF THE OPHITES AND SETHIANS. 
1. OTHERS, AGAIN, PORTENTOUSLY DECLARE THAT THERE EXISTS, IN THE POWER OF BYTHUS, A CERTAIN PRIMARY LIGHT, BLESSED, INCORRUPTIBLE, AND INFINITE: THIS IS THE FATHER OF ALL, AND IS STYLED THE FIRST MAN. THEY ALSO MAINTAIN THAT HIS ENNOEA, GOING FORTH FROM HIM, PRODUCED A SON, AND THAT THIS IS THE SON OF MAN--THE SECOND MAN. BELOW THESE, AGAIN, IS THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND UNDER THIS SUPERIOR SPIRIT THE ELEMENTS WERE SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER, VIZ., WATER, DARKNESS, THE ABYSS, CHAOS, ABOVE WHICH THEY DECLARE THE SPIRIT WAS BORNE, CALLING HIM THE FIRST WOMAN. AFTERWARDS, THEY MAINTAIN, THE FIRST MAN, WITH HIS SON, DELIGHTING OVER THE BEAUTY OF THE SPIRIT--THAT IS, OF THE WOMAN--AND SHEDDING LIGHT UPON HER, BEGAT BY HER AN INCORRUPTIBLE LIGHT, THE THIRD MALE, WHOM THEY CALL CHRIST, THE SON OF THE FIRST AND SECOND MAN, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE FIRST WOMAN. 
2. THE FATHER AND SON THUS BOTH HAD INTERCOURSE WITH THE WOMAN (WHOM THEY ALSO CALL THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING). WHEN, HOWEVER,(4) SHE COULD NOT BEAR NOR RECEIVE INTO HERSELF THE GREATNESS OF THE LIGHTS, THEY DECLARE THAT SHE WAS FILLED TO REPLETION, AND BECAME EBULLIENT ON THE LEFT SIDE; AND THAT THUS THEIR ONLY SON CHRIST, AS BELONGING TO THE RIGHT SIDE, AND EVER TENDING TO WHAT WAS HIGHER, WAS IMMEDIATELY CAUGHT UP WITH HIS MOTHER TO FORM AN INCORRUPTIBLE AEON. THIS CONSTITUTES THE TRUE AND HOLY CHURCH, WHICH HAS BECOME THE APPELLATION, THE MEETING TOGETHER, AND THE UNION OF THE FATHER OF ALL, OF THE FIRST MAN, OF THE SON, OF THE SECOND MAN, OF CHRIST THEIR SON, AND OF THE WOMAN WHO HAS BEEN MENTIONED. 
3. THEY TEACH, HOWEVER, THAT THE POWER WHICH PROCEEDED FROM THE WOMAN BY EBULLITION, BEING BESPRINKLED WITH LIGHT, FELL DOWNWARD FROM THE PLACE OCCUPIED BY ITS PROGENITORS, YET POSSESSING BY ITS OWN WILL THAT BESPRINKLING OF LIGHT; AND IT THEY CALL SINISTRA, PRUNICUS, AND SOPHIA, AS WELL AS MASCULO-FEMININE. THIS BEING, IN ITS SIMPLICITY, DESCENDED INTO THE WATERS WHILE THEY WERE YET IN A STATE OF IMMOBILITY, AND IMPARTED MOTION TO THEM ALSO, WANTONLY ACTING UPON THEM EVEN TO THEIR LOWEST DEPTHS, AND ASSUMED FROM THEM A BODY. FOR THEY AFFIRM THAT ALL THINGS RUSHED TOWARDS AND CLUNG TO THAT SPRINKLING OF LIGHT, AND BEGIN IT ALL ROUND. UNLESS IT HAD POSSESSED THAT, IT WOULD PERHAPS HAVE BEEN TOTALLY ABSORBED IN, AND OVERWHELMED BY, MATERIAL SUBSTANCE. BEING THEREFORE BOUND DOWN BY A BODY WHICH WAS COMPOSED OF MATTER, AND GREATLY BURDENED BY IT, THIS POWER REGRETTED THE COURSE IT HAD FOLLOWED, AND MADE AN ATTEMPT TO ESCAPE FROM THE WATERS AND ASCEND TO ITS MOTHER: IT COULD NOT AFFECT THIS, HOWEVER, ON ACCOUNT OF THE WEIGHT OF THE BODY LYING OVER AND AROUND IT. BUT FEELING VERY ILL AT EASE, IT ENDEAVORED AT LEAST TO CONCEAL THAT LIGHT WHICH CAME FROM ABOVE, FEARING LEST IT TOO MIGHT BE INJURED BY THE INFERIOR ELEMENTS, AS HAD HAPPENED TO ITSELF. AND WHEN IT HAD RECEIVED POWER FROM THAT BESPRINKLING OF LIGHT WHICH IT POSSESSED, IT SPRANG BACK AGAIN, AND WAS BORNE ALOFT; AND BEING ON HIGH, IT EXTENDED ITSELF, COVERED [A PORTION OF SPACE], AND FORMED THIS VISIBLE HEAVEN OUT OF ITS BODY; YET REMAINED UNDER THE HEAVEN WHICH IT MADE, AS STILL POSSESSING THE FORM OF A WATERY BODY. BUT WHEN IT HAD CONCEIVED A DESIRE FOR THE LIGHT ABOVE, AND HAD RECEIVED POWER BY ALL THINGS, IT LAID DOWN THIS BODY, AND WAS FREED FROM IT. THIS BODY WHICH THEY SPEAK OF THAT POWER AS HAVING THROWN OFF, THEY CALL A FEMALE FROM A FEMALE. 
4. THEY DECLARE, MOREOVER, THAT HER SON HAD ALSO HIMSELF A CERTAIN BREATH OF INCORRUPTION LEFT HIM BY HIS MOTHER, AND THAT THROUGH MEANS OF IT HE WORKS; AND BECOMING POWERFUL, HE HIMSELF, AS THEY AFFIRM, ALSO SENT FORTH FROM THE WATERS A SON WITHOUT A MOTHER; FOR THEY DO NOT ALLOW HIM EITHER TO HAVE KNOWN A MOTHER. HIS SON, AGAIN, AFTER THE EXAMPLE OF HIS FATHER, SENT FORTH ANOTHER SON. THIS THIRD ONE, TOO, GENERATED A FOURTH; THE FOURTH ALSO GENERATED A SON: THEY MAINTAIN THAT AGAIN A SON WAS GENERATED BY THE FIFTH; AND THE SIXTH, TOO, GENERATED A SEVENTH. THUS, WAS THE HEBDOMAD, ACCORDING TO THEM, COMPLETED, THE MOTHER POSSESSING THE EIGHTH PLACE; AND AS IN THE CASE OF THEIR GENERATIONS, SO ALSO IN REGARD TO DIGNITIES AND POWERS, THEY PRECEDE EACH OTHER IN TURN. 
5. THEY HAVE ALSO GIVEN NAMES TO [THE SEVERAL PERSONS] IN THEIR SYSTEM OF FALSEHOOD, SUCH AS THE FOLLOWING: HE WHO WAS THE FIRST DESCENDANT OF THE MOTHER IS CALLED IALDABAOTH;(1) HE, AGAIN, DESCENDED FROM HIM, IS NAMED IAO; HE, FROM THIS ONE, IS CALLED SABAOTH; THE FOURTH IS NAMED ADONEUS; THE FIFTH, ELOEUS; THE SIXTH, OREUS; AND THE SEVENTH AND LAST OF ALL, ASTANPHAEUS. MOREOVER, THEY REPRESENT THESE HEAVENS, POTENTATES, POWERS, ANGELS, AND CREATORS, AS SITTING IN THEIR PROPER ORDER IN HEAVEN, ACCORDING TO THEIR GENERATION, AND AS INVISIBLY RULING OVER THINGS CELESTIAL AND TERRESTRIAL. THE FIRST OF THEM, NAMELY IALDABAOTH, HOLDS HIS MOTHER IN CONTEMPT, INASMUCH AS HE PRODUCED SONS AND GRANDSONS WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF ANY ONE, YEA, EVEN ANGELS, ARCHANGELS, POWERS, POTENTATES, AND DOMINIONS. AFTER THESE THINGS HAD BEEN DONE, HIS SONS TURNED TO STRIVE AND QUARREL WITH HIM ABOUT THE SUPREME POWER, CONDUCT WHICH DEEPLY GRIEVED IALDABAOTH, AND DROVE HIM TO DESPAIR. IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, HE CAST HIS EYES UPON THE SUBJACENT DREGS OF MATTER, AND FIXED HIS DESIRE UPON IT, TO WHICH THEY DECLARE HIS SON OWES HIS ORIGIN. THIS SON IS NOUS HIMSELF, TWISTED INTO THE FORM OF A SERPENT;(2) AND HENCE WERE DERIVED THE SPIRIT, THE SOUL, AND ALL MUNDANE THINGS: FROM THIS TOO WERE GENERATED ALL OBLIVION, WICKEDNESS, EMULATION, ENVY, AND DEATH. THEY DECLARE THAT THE FATHER IMPARTED(3) STILL GREATER CROOKEDNESS TO THIS SERPENT-LIKE AND CONTORTED NOUS OF THEIRS, WHEN HE WAS WITH THEIR FATHER IN HEAVEN AND PARADISE. 
6. ON THIS ACCOUNT, IALDABAOTH, BECOMING UPLIFTED IN SPIRIT, BOASTED HIMSELF OVER ALL THOSE THINGS THAT WERE BELOW HIM, AND EXCLAIMED, "I AM FATHER, AND GOD, AND ABOVE ME THERE IS NO ONE." BUT HIS MOTHER, HEARING HIM SPEAK THUS, CRIED OUT AGAINST HIM, "DO NOT LIE, IALDABAOTH: FOR THE FATHER OF ALL, THE FIRST ANTHROPOS (MAN), IS ABOVE THEE; AND SO IS ANTHROPOS THE SON OF ANTHROPOS." THEN, AS ALL WERE DISTURBED BY THIS NEW VOICE, AND BY THE UNEXPECTED PROCLAMATION, AND AS THEY WERE INQUIRING WHENCE THE NOISE PROCEEDED, IN ORDER TO LEAD THEM AWAY AND ATTRACT THEM TO HIMSELF, THEY AFFIRM THAT IALDABAOTH EXCLAIMED, "COME, LET US MAKE MAN AFTER OUR IMAGE."(4) THE SIX POWERS, ON HEARING THIS, AND THEIR MOTHER FURNISHING THEM WITH THE IDEA OF A MAN (IN ORDER THAT BY MEANS OF HIM SHE MIGHT EMPTY THEM OF THEIR ORIGINAL POWER), JOINTLY FORMED A MAN OF IMMENSE SIZE, BOTH IN REGARD TO BREADTH AND LENGTH. BUT AS HE COULD MERELY WRITHE ALONG THE GROUND, THEY CARRIED HIM TO THEIR FATHER; SOPHIA SO LABOURING IN THIS MATTER, THAT SHE MIGHT EMPTY HIM (IALDABAOTH) OF THE LIGHT WITH WHICH HE HAD BEEN SPRINKLED, SO THAT HE MIGHT NO LONGER, THOUGH STILL POWERFUL, BE ABLE TO LIFT UP HIMSELF AGAINST THE POWERS ABOVE. THEY DECLARE, THEN, THAT BY BREATHING INTO MAN THE SPIRIT OF LIFE, HE WAS SECRETLY EMPTIED OF HIS POWER; THAT HENCE MAN BECAME A POSSESSOR OF NOUS (INTELLIGENCE) AND ENTHYMESIS (THOUGHT); AND THEY AFFIRM THAT THESE ARE THE FACULTIES WHICH PARTAKE IN SALVATION. HE [THEY FURTHER ASSERT] AT ONCE GAVE THANKS TO THE FIRST ANTHROPOS (MAN), FORSAKING THOSE WHO HAD CREATED HIM. 
7. BUT IALDABAOTH, FEELING ENVIOUS AT THIS, WAS PLEASED TO FORM THE DESIGN OF AGAIN EMPTYING MAN BY MEANS OF WOMAN, AND PRODUCED A WOMAN FROM HIS OWN ENTHYMESIS, WHOM THAT PRUNICUS [ABOVE MENTIONED] LAYING HOLD OF, IMPERCEPTIBLY EMPTIED HER OF POWER. BUT THE OTHERS COMING AND ADMIRING HER BEAUTY, NAMED HER EVE, AND FALLING IN LOVE WITH HER, BEGAT SONS BY HER, WHOM THEY ALSO DECLARE TO BE THE ANGELS. BUT THEIR MOTHER (SOPHIA) CUNNINGLY DEVISED A SCHEME TO SEDUCE EVE AND ADAM, BY MEANS OF THE SERPENT, TO TRANSGRESS THE COMMAND OF IALDABAOTH. EVE LISTENED TO THIS AS IF IT HAD PROCEEDED FROM A SON OF GOD, AND YIELDED AN EASY BELIEF. SHE ALSO PERSUADED ADAM TO EAT OF THE TREE REGARDING WHICH GOD HAD SAID THAT THEY SHOULD NOT EAT OF IT. THEY THEN DECLARE THAT, ON THEIR THUS EATING, THEY ATTAINED TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THAT POWER WHICH IS ABOVE ALL, AND DEPARTED FROM THOSE WHO HAD CREATED THEM.(1) WHEN PRUNICUS PERCEIVED THAT THE POWERS WERE THUS BAFFLED BY THEIR OWN CREATURE, SHE GREATLY REJOICED, AND AGAIN CRIED OUT, THAT SINCE THE FATHER WAS INCORRUPTIBLE, HE (IALDABAOTH) WHO FORMERLY CALLED HIMSELF THE FATHER WAS A LIAR; AND THAT, WHILE ANTHROPOS AND THE FIRST WOMAN (THE SPIRIT) EXISTED PREVIOUSLY, THIS ONE (EVE) SINNED BY COMMITTING ADULTERY. 
8. IALDABAOTH, HOWEVER, THROUGH THAT OBLIVION IN WHICH HE WAS INVOLVED, AND NOT PAYING ANY REGARD TO THESE THINGS, CAST ADAM AND EVE OUT OF PARADISE, BECAUSE THEY HAD TRANSGRESSED HIS COMMANDMENT. FOR HE HAD A DESIRE TO BEGET SONS BY EVE, BUT DID NOT ACCOMPLISH HIS WISH, BECAUSE HIS MOTHER OPPOSED HIM IN EVERY POINT, AND SECRETLY EMPTIED ADAM AND EVE OF THE LIGHT WITH WHICH THEY HAD BEEN SPRINKLED, IN ORDER THAT THAT SPIRIT WHICH PROCEEDED FROM THE SUPREME POWER MIGHT PARTICIPATE NEITHER IN THE CURSE NOR OPPROBRIUM [CAUSED BY TRANSGRESSION]. THEY ALSO TEACH THAT, THUS BEING EMPTIED OF THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE, THEY WERE CURSED BY HIM, AND CAST DOWN FROM HEAVEN TO THIS WORLD.(2) BUT THE SERPENT ALSO, WHO WAS ACTING AGAINST THE FATHER, WAS CAST DOWN BY HIM INTO THIS LOWER WORLD; HE REDUCED, HOWEVER, UNDER HIS POWER THE ANGELS HERE, AND BEGAT SIX SONS, HE HIMSELF FORMING THE SEVENTH PERSON, AFTER THE EXAMPLE OF THAT HEBDOMAD WHICH SURROUNDS THE FATHER. THEY FURTHER DECLARE THAT THESE ARE THE SEVEN MUNDANE DEMONS, WHO ALWAYS OPPOSE AND RESIST THE HUMAN RACE, BECAUSE IT WAS ON THEIR ACCOUNT THAT THEIR FATHER WAS CAST DOWN TO THIS LOWER WORLD. 
9. ADAM AND EVE PREVIOUSLY HAD LIGHT, AND CLEAR, AND AS IT WERE SPIRITUAL BODIES, SUCH AS THEY WERE AT THEIR CREATION; BUT WHEN THEY CAME TO THIS WORLD, THESE CHANGED INTO BODIES MORE-OPAQUE, AND GROSS, AND SLUGGISH. THEIR SOUL ALSO WAS FEEBLE AND LANGUID, INASMUCH AS THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM THEIR CREATOR A MERELY MUNDANE INSPIRATION. THIS CONTINUED UNTIL PRUNICUS, MOVED WITH COMPASSION TOWARDS THEM, RESTORED TO THEM THE SWEET SAVOR OF THE BESPRINKLING OF LIGHT, BY MEANS OF WHICH THEY CAME TO A REMEMBRANCE OF THEMSELVES, AND KNEW THAT THEY WERE NAKED, AS WELL AS THAT THE BODY WAS A MATERIAL SUBSTANCE, AND THUS RECOGNIZED THAT THEY BORE DEATH ABOUT WITH THEM. THEY THEREUPON BECAME PATIENT, KNOWING THAT ONLY FOR A TIME THEY WOULD BE ENVELOPED IN THE BODY. THEY ALSO FOUND OUT FOOD, THROUGH THE GUIDANCE OF SOPHIA; AND WHEN THEY WERE SATISFIED, THEY HAD CARNAL KNOWLEDGE OF EACH OTHER, AND BEGAT CAIN, WHOM THE SERPENT, THAT HAD BEEN CAST DOWN ALONG WITH HIS SONS, IMMEDIATELY LAID HOLD OF AND DESTROYED BY FILLING HIM WITH MUNDANE OBLIVION, AND URGING INTO FOLLY AND AUDACITY, SO THAT, BY SLAYING HIS BROTHER ABEL, HE WAS THE FIRST TO BRING TO LIGHT ENVY AND DEATH. AFTER THESE, THEY AFFIRM THAT, BY THE FORETHOUGHT OF PRUNICUS, SETH WAS BEGOTTEN, AND THEN NOREA,(3) FROM WHOM THEY REPRESENT ALL THE REST OF MANKIND AS BEING DESCENDED. THEY WERE URGED ON TO ALL KINDS OF WICKEDNESS BY THE INFERIOR HEBDOMAD, AND TO APOSTASY, IDOLATRY, AND A GENERAL CONTEMPT FOR EVERYTHING BY THE SUPERIOR HOLY HEBDOMAD,(4) SINCE THE MOTHER WAS ALWAYS SECRETLY OPPOSED TO THEM, AND CAREFULLY PRESERVED WHAT WAS PECULIARLY HER OWN, THAT IS, THE BESPRINKLING OF LIGHT. THEY MAINTAIN, MOREOVER, THAT THE HOLY HEBDOMAD IS THE SEVEN STARS WHICH THEY CALL PLANETS; AND THEY AFFIRM THAT THE SERPENT CAST DOWN HAS TWO NAMES, MICHAEL AND SAMAEL. 
10. IALDABAOTH, AGAIN, BEING INCENSED WITH MEN, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT WORSHIP OR HONOUR HIM AS FATHER AND GOD, SENT FORTH A DELUGE UPON THEM, THAT HE MIGHT AT ONCE DESTROY THEM ALL. BUT SOPHIA OPPOSED HIM IN THIS POINT ALSO, AND NOAH AND HIS FAMILY WERE SAVED IN THE ARK BY MEANS OF THE BESPRINKLING OF THAT LIGHT WHICH PROCEEDED FROM HER, AND THROUGH IT THE WORLD WAS AGAIN FILLED WITH MANKIND. IALDABAOTH HIMSELF CHOSE A CERTAIN MAN NAMED ABRAHAM FROM AMONG THESE, AND MADE A COVENANT WITH HIM, TO THE EFFECT THAT, IF HIS SEED CONTINUED TO SERVE HIM, HE WOULD GIVE TO THEM THE EARTH FOR AN INHERITANCE. AFTERWARDS, BY MEANS OF MOSES, HE BROUGHT FORTH ABRAHAM'S DESCENDANTS FROM EGYPT, AND GAVE THEM THE LAW, AND MADE THEM THE JEWS. AMONG THAT PEOPLE HE CHOSE SEVEN DAYS,(1) WHICH THEY ALSO CALL THE HOLY HEBDOMAD. EACH OF THESE RECEIVES HIS OWN HERALD FOR THE PURPOSE OF GLORIFYING AND PROCLAIMING GOD; SO THAT, WHEN THE REST HEAR THESE PRAISES, THEY TOO MAY SERVE THOSE WHO ARE ANNOUNCED AS GODS TRY THE PROPHETS. 
11. MOREOVER, THEY DISTRIBUTE THE PROPHETS IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER: MOSES, AND JOSHUA THE SON OF NUN, AND AMOS, AND HABAKKUK, BELONGED TO IALDABAOTH; SAMUEL, AND NATHAN, AND JONAH, AND MICAH, TO IAO; ELIJAH, JOEL, AND ZECHARIAH TO SABAOTH; ISAIAH, EZEKIEL, JEREMIAH, AND DANIEL, TO ADOHAI; TOBIAS AND HAGGAI TO ELOI; MICHAIAH AND NAHUM TO OREUS; ESDRAS AND ZEPHANIAH TO ASTANPHAEUS. EACH ONE OF THESE, THEN, GLORIFIES HIS OWN FATHER AND GOD, AND THEY MAINTAIN THAT SOPHIA, HERSELF HAS ALSO SPOKEN MANY THINGS THROUGH THEM REGARDING THE FIRST ANTHROPOS (MAN),(2) AND CONCERNING THAT CHRIST WHO IS ABOVE, THUS ADMONISHING AND REMINDING MEN OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE LIGHT, THE FIRST ANTHROPOS, AND OF THE DESCENT OF CHRIST. THE [OTHER] POWERS BEING TERRIFIED BY THESE THINGS, AND MARVELING AT THE NOVELTY OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE ANNOUNCED BY THE PROPHETS, PRUNICUS BROUGHT IT ABOUT BY MEANS OF IALDABAOTH (WHO KNEW NOT WHAT HE DID), THAT EMISSIONS OF TWO MEN TOOK PLACE, THE ONE FROM THE BARREN ELIZABETH, AND THE OTHER FROM THE VIRGIN MARY. 
12. AND SINCE SHE HERSELF HAD NO REST EITHER IN HEAVEN OR ON EARTH, SHE INVOKED HER MOTHER TO ASSIST HER IN HER DISTRESS. UPON THIS, HER MOTHER, THE FIRST WOMAN, WAS MOVED WITH COMPASSION TOWARDS HER DAUGHTER, ON HER REPENTANCE, AND BEGGED FROM THE FIRST MAN THAT CHRIST SHOULD BE SENT TO HER ASSISTANCE, WHO, BEING SENT FORTH, DESCENDED TO HIS SISTER, AND TO THE BESPRINKLING OF LIGHT. WHEN HE RECOGNIZED HER (THAT IS, THE SOPHIA BELOW), HER BROTHER DESCENDED TO HER, AND ANNOUNCED HIS ADVENT THROUGH MEANS OF JOHN, AND PREPARED THE BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE, AND ADOPTED JESUS BEFOREHAND, IN ORDER THAT ON CHRIST DESCENDING HE MIGHT FIND A PURE VESSEL, AND THAT BY THE SON OF THAT IALDABAOTH THE WOMAN MIGHT BE ANNOUNCED BY CHRIST. THEY FURTHER DECLARE THAT HE DESCENDED THROUGH THE SEVEN HEAVENS, HAVING ASSUMED THE LIKENESS OF THEIR SONS, AND GRADUALLY EMPTIED THEM OF THEIR POWER. FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT THE WHOLE BESPRINKLING OF LIGHT RUSHED TO HIM, AND THAT CHRIST, DESCENDING TO THIS WORLD, FIRST CLOTHED HIS SISTER SOPHIA [WITH IT], AND THAT THEN BOTH EXULTED IN THE MUTUAL REFRESHMENT THEY FELT IN EACH OTHER'S SOCIETY: THIS SCENE THEY DESCRIBE AS RELATING TO BRIDEGROOM AND BRIDE. BUT JESUS, INASMUCH AS HE WAS BEGOTTEN OF THE VIRGIN THROUGH THE AGENCY OF GOD, WAS WISER, PURER, AND MORE RIGHTEOUS THAN ALL OTHER MEN: CHRIST UNITED TO SOPHIA DESCENDED INTO HIM, AND THUS JESUS CHRIST WAS PRODUCED. 
13. THEY AFFIRM THAT MANY OF HIS DISCIPLES WERE NOT AWARE OF THE DESCENT OF CHRIST INTO HIM; BUT THAT, WHEN CHRIST DID DESCEND ON JESUS, HE THEN BEGAN TO WORK MIRACLES, AND HEAL, AND ANNOUNCE THE UNKNOWN FATHER, AND OPENLY TO CONFESS HIMSELF THE SON OF THE FIRST MAN. THE POWERS AND THE FATHER OF JESUS WERE ANGRY AT THESE PROCEEDINGS, AND LABOURED TO DESTROY HIM; AND WHEN HE WAS BEING LED AWAY FOR THIS PURPOSE, THEY SAY THAT CHRIST HIMSELF, ALONG WITH SOPHIA, DEPARTED FROM HIM INTO THE STATE OF AN INCORRUPTIBLE AEON, WHILE JESUS WAS CRUCIFIED. CHRIST, HOWEVER, WAS NOT FORGETFUL OF HIS JESUS, BUT SENT DOWN A CERTAIN ENERGY INTO HIM FROM ABOVE, WHICH RAISED HIM UP AGAIN IN THE BODY, WHICH THEY CALL BOTH ANIMAL AND SPIRITUAL; FOR HE SENT THE MUNDANE PARTS BACK AGAIN INTO THE WORLD. WHEN HIS DISCIPLES SAW THAT HE HAD RISEN, THEY DID NOT RECOGNIZE HIM--NO, NOT EVEN JESUS HIMSELF, BY WHOM HE ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD. AND THEY ASSERT THAT THIS VERY GREAT ERROR PREVAILED AMONG HIS DISCIPLES, THAT THEY IMAGINED HE HAD RISEN IN A MUNDANE BODY, NOT KNOWING THAT "FLESH(3) AND BLOOD DO NOT ATTAIN TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD." 
14. THEY STROVE TO ESTABLISH THE DESCENT AND ASCENT OF CHRIST, BY THE FACT THAT NEITHER BEFORE HIS BAPTISM, NOR AFTER HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, DO HIS DISCIPLES STATE THAT HE DID ANY MIGHTY WORKS, NOT BEING AWARE THAT JESUS WAS UNITED TO CHRIST, AND THE INCORRUPTIBLE AEON TO THE HEBDOMAD; AND THEY DECLARE HIS MUNDANE BODY TO BE OF THE SAME NATURE AS THAT OF ANIMALS. BUT AFTER HIS RESURRECTION HE TARRIED [ON EARTH] EIGHTEEN MONTHS; AND KNOWLEDGE DESCENDING INTO HIM FROM ABOVE, HE TAUGHT WHAT WAS CLEAR. HE INSTRUCTED A FEW OF HIS DISCIPLES, WHOM HE KNEW TO BE CAPABLE OF UNDERSTANDING SO GREAT MYSTERIES, IN THESE THINGS, AND WAS THEN RECEIVED UP INTO HEAVEN, CHRIST SITTING DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF HIS FATHER IALDABAOTH, THAT HE MAY RECEIVE TO HIMSELF THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO HAVE KNOWN THEM,(4) AFTER THEY HAVE LAID ASIDE THEIR MUNDANE FLESH, THUS ENRICHING HIMSELF WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OR PERCEPTION OF HIS FATHER; SO THAT, IN PROPORTION AS JESUS ENRICHES HIMSELF WITH HOLY SOULS, TO SUCH AN EXTENT DOES HIS FATHER SUFFER LOSS AND IS DIMINISHED, BEING EMPTIED OF HIS OWN POWER BY THESE SOULS. FOR HE WILL NOT NOW POSSESS HOLY SOULS TO SEND THEM DOWN AGAIN INTO THE WORLD, EXCEPT THOSE ONLY WHICH ARE OF HIS SUBSTANCE, THAT IS, THOSE INTO WHICH HE HAS BREATHED. BUT THE CONSUMMATION [OF ALL THINGS] WILL TAKE PLACE, WHEN THE WHOLE BESPRINKLING OF THE SPIRIT OF LIGHT IS GATHERED TOGETHER, AND IS CARRIED OFF TO FORM AN INCORRUPTIBLE AEON. 
15. SUCH ARE THE OPINIONS WHICH PREVAIL AMONG THESE PERSONS, BY WHOM, LIKE THE LERNAEAN HYDRA, A MANY-HEADED BEAST HAS BEEN GENERATED FROM THE SCHOOL OF VALENTINUS. FOR SOME OF THEM ASSERT THAT SOPHIA HERSELF BECAME THE SERPENT; ON WHICH ACCOUNT SHE WAS HOSTILE TO THE CREATOR OF ADAM, AND IMPLANTED KNOWLEDGE IN MEN, FOR WHICH REASON THE SERPENT WAS CALLED WISER THAN ALL OTHERS. MOREOVER, BY THE POSITION OF OUR INTESTINES, THROUGH WHICH THE FOOD IS CONVEYED, AND BY THE FACT THAT THEY POSSESS SUCH A FIGURE, OUR INTERNAL CONFIGURATION(1) IN THE FORM OF A SERPENT REVEALS OUR HIDDEN GENERATRIX. 
CHAP. XXXI.--DOCTRINES OF THE CAINITES. 
1. OTHERS AGAIN DECLARE THAT CAIN DERIVED HIS BEING FROM THE POWER ABOVE, AND ACKNOWLEDGE THAT ESAU, KORAH, THE SODOMITES, AND ALL SUCH PERSONS, ARE RELATED TO THEMSELVES. ON THIS ACCOUNT, THEY ADD, THEY HAVE BEEN ASSAILED BY THE CREATOR, YET NO ONE OF THEM HAS SUFFERED INJURY. FOR SOPHIA WAS IN THE HABIT OF CARRYING OFF THAT WHICH BELONGED TO HER FROM THEM TO HERSELF. THEY DECLARE THAT JUDAS THE TRAITOR WAS THOROUGHLY ACQUAINTED WITH THESE THINGS, AND THAT HE ALONE, KNOWING THE TRUTH AS NO OTHERS DID, ACCOMPLISHED THE MYSTERY OF THE BETRAYAL; BY HIM ALL THINGS, BOTH EARTHLY AND HEAVENLY, WERE THUS THROWN INTO CONFUSION. THEY PRODUCE A FICTITIOUS HISTORY OF THIS KIND, WHICH THEY STYLE THE GOSPEL OF JUDAS. 
2. I HAVE ALSO MADE A COLLECTION OF THEIR WRITINGS IN WHICH THEY ADVOCATE THE ABOLITION OF THE DOINGS OF HYSTERA.(2) MOREOVER, THEY CALL THIS HYSTERA THE CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. THEY ALSO HOLD, LIKE CARPOCRATES, THAT MEN CANNOT BE SAVED UNTIL THEY HAVE GONE THROUGH ALL KINDS OF EXPERIENCE. AN ANGEL, THEY MAINTAIN, ATTENDS THEM IN EVERY ONE OF THEIR SINFUL AND ABOMINABLE ACTIONS, AND URGES THEM TO VENTURE ON AUDACITY AND INCUR POLLUTION. WHATEVER MAY BE THE NATURE(3) OF THE ACTION, THEY DECLARE THAT THEY DO IT IN THE NAME OF THE ANGEL, SAYING, "O THOU ANGEL, I USE THY WORK; O THOU POWER, I ACCOMPLISH THY OPERATION !" AND THEY MAINTAIN THAT THIS IS "PERFECT KNOWLEDGE," WITHOUT SHRINKING TO RUSH INTO SUCH ACTIONS AS IT IS NOT LAWFUL EVEN TO NAME. 
3. IT WAS NECESSARY CLEARLY TO PROVE, THAT, AS THEIR VERY OPINIONS AND REGULATIONS EXHIBIT THEM, THOSE WHO ARE OF THE SCHOOL OF VALENTINUS DERIVE THEIR ORIGIN FROM SUCH MOTHERS, FATHERS, AND ANCESTORS, AND ALSO TO BRING FORWARD THEIR DOCTRINES, WITH THE HOPE THAT PERCHANCE SOME OF THEM, EXERCISING REPENTANCE AND RETURNING TO THE ONLY CREATOR, AND GOD THE FORMER OF THE UNIVERSE, MAY OBTAIN SALVATION, AND THAT OTHERS MAY NOT HENCEFORTH BE DROWN AWAY BY THEIR WICKED, ALTHOUGH PLAUSIBLE, PERSUASIONS, IMAGINING THAT THEY WILL OBTAIN FROM THEM THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOME GREATER AND MORE SUBLIME MYSTERIES. BUT LET THEM RATHER, LEARNING TO GOOD EFFECT FROM US THE WICKED TENETS OF THESE MEN, LOOK WITH CONTEMPT UPON THEIR DOCTRINES, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME THEY PITY THOSE WHO, STILL CLEAVING TO THESE MISERABLE AND BASELESS FABLES, HAVE REACHED SUCH A PITCH OF ARROGANCE AS TO RECKON THEMSELVES SUPERIOR TO ALL OTHERS ON ACCOUNT OF SUCH KNOWLEDGE, OR, AS IT SHOULD RATHER BE CALLED, IGNORANCE. THEY HAVE NOW BEEN FULLY EXPOSED; AND SIMPLY TO EXHIBIT THEIR SENTIMENTS, IS TO OBTAIN A VICTORY OVER THEM. 
4. WHEREFORE I HAVE LABOURED TO BRING FORWARD, AND MAKE CLEARLY MANIFEST, THE UTTERLY ILL-CONDITIONED CARCASS OF THIS MISERABLE LITTLE FOX.(4) FOR THERE WILL NOT NOW BE NEED OF MANY WORDS TO OVERTURN THEIR SYSTEM OF DOCTRINE, WHEN IT HAS BEEN MADE MANIFEST TO ALL. IT IS AS WHEN, ON A BEAST HIDING ITSELF IN A WOOD, AND BY RUSHING FORTH FROM IT IS IN THE HABIT OF DESTROYING MULTITUDES, ONE WHO BEATS ROUND THE WOOD AND THOROUGHLY EXPLORES IT, SO AS TO COMPEL THE ANIMAL TO BREAK COVER, DOES NOT STRIVE TO CAPTURE IT, SEEING THAT IT IS TRULY A FEROCIOUS BEAST; BUT THOSE PRESENT CAN THEN WATCH AND AVOID ITS ASSAULTS, AND CAN CAST DARTS AT IT FROM ALL SIDES, AND WOUND IT, AND FINALLY SLAY THAT DESTRUCTIVE BRUTE. SO, IN OUR CASE, SINCE WE HAVE BROUGHT THEIR HIDDEN MYSTERIES, WHICH THEY KEEP IN SILENCE AMONG THEMSELVES, TO THE LIGHT, IT WILL NOT NOW BE NECESSARY TO USE MANY WORDS IN DESTROYING THEIR SYSTEM OF OPINIONS. FOR IT IS NOW IN THY POWER, AND IN THE POWER OF ALL THY ASSOCIATES, TO FAMILIARIZE YOURSELVES WITH WHAT HAS BEEN SAID, TO OVERTHROW THEIR WICKED AND UNDIGESTED DOCTRINES, AND TO SET FORTH DOCTRINES AGREEABLE TO THE TRUTH. SINCE THEN THE CASE IS SO, I SHALL, ACCORDING TO PROMISE, AND AS MY ABILITY SERVES, LABOUR TO OVERTHROW THEM, BY REFUTING THEM ALL IN THE FOLLOWING BOOK. EVEN TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THEM IS A TEDIOUS AFFAIR, AS THOU SEEST.(5) BUT I SHALL FURNISH MEANS FOR OVERTHROWING THEM, BY MEETING ALL THEIR OPINIONS IN THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN DESCRIBED, THAT I MAY NOT ONLY EXPOSE THE WILD BEAST TO VIEW, BUT MAY INFLICT WOUNDS UPON IT FROM EVERY SIDE. 
IRENAEUS: AGAINST HERESIES
BOOK II
1. IN THE FIRST BOOK, WHICH IMMEDIATELY PRECEDES THIS, EXPOSING "KNOWLEDGE FALSELY SO CALLED,"(1) I SHOWED THEE, MY VERY DEAR FRIEND, THAT THE WHOLE SYSTEM DEVISED, IN MANY AND OPPOSITE WAYS, BY THOSE WHO ARE OF THE SCHOOL OF VALENTINUS, WAS FALSE AND BASELESS. I ALSO SET FORTH THE TENETS OF THEIR PREDECESSORS, PROVING THAT THEY NOT ONLY DIFFERED AMONG THEMSELVES, BUT HAD LONG PREVIOUSLY SWERVED FROM THE TRUTH ITSELF. I FURTHER EXPLAINED, WITH ALL DILIGENCE, THE DOCTRINE AS WELL AS PRACTICE OF MARCUS THE MAGICIAN, SINCE HE, TOO, BELONGS TO THESE PERSONS; AND I CAREFULLY NOTICED(2) THE PASSAGES WHICH THEY GARBLE FROM THE SCRIPTURES, WITH THE VIEW OF ADAPTING THEM TO THEIR OWN FICTIONS. MOREOVER, I MINUTELY NARRATED THE MANNER IN WHICH, BY MEANS OF NUMBERS, AND BY THE TWENTY-FOUR LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET, THEY BOLDLY ENDEAVOUR TO ESTABLISH [WHAT THEY REGARD AS] TRUTH. I HAVE ALSO RELATED HOW THEY THINK AND TEACH THAT CREATION AT LARGE WAS FORMED AFTER THE IMAGE OF THEIR INVISIBLE PLEROMA, AND WHAT THEY HOLD RESPECTING THE DEMIURGE, DECLARING AT THE SAME TIME THE DOCTRINE OF SIMON MAGUS OF SAMARIA, THEIR PROGENITOR, AND OF ALL THOSE WHO SUCCEEDED HIM. I MENTIONED, TOO, THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE GNOSTICS WHO ARE SPRUNG FROM HIM, AND NOTICED(2) THE POINTS OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEM, THEIR SEVERAL DOCTRINES, AND THE ORDER OF THEIR SUCCESSION, WHILE I SET FORTH ALL THOSE HERESIES WHICH HAVE BEEN ORIGINATED BY THEM. I SHOWED, MOREOVER, THAT ALL THESE HERETICS, TAKING THEIR RISE FROM SIMON, HAVE INTRODUCED IMPIOUS AND IRRELIGIOUS DOCTRINES INTO THIS LIFE; AND I EXPLAINED THE NATURE OF THEIR "REDEMPTION," AND THEIR METHOD OF INITIATING THOSE WHO ARE RENDERED "PERFECT," ALONG WITH THEIR INVOCATIONS AND THEIR MYSTERIES. I PROVED ALSO THAT THERE IS ONE GOD, THE CREATOR, AND THAT HE IS NOT THE FRUIT OF ANY DEFECT, NOR IS THERE ANYTHING EITHER ABOVE HIM, OR AFTER HIM. 
2. IN THE PRESENT BOOK, I SHALL ESTABLISH THOSE POINTS WHICH FIT IN WITH MY DESIGN, SO FAR AS TIME PERMITS, AND OVERTHROW, BY MEANS OF LENGTHENED TREATMENT UNDER DISTINCT HEADS, THEIR WHOLE SYSTEM; FOR WHICH REASON, SINCE IT IS AN EXPOSURE AND SUBVERSION OF THEIR OPINIONS, I HAVE SO ENTITLED THE COMPOSITION OF THIS WORK. FOR IT IS FITTING, BY A PLAIN REVELATION AND OVERTHROW OF THEIR CONJUNCTIONS, TO PUT AN END TO THESE HIDDEN ALLIANCES,(3) AND TO BYTHUS HIMSELF, AND THUS TO OBTAIN A DEMONSTRATION THAT HE NEVER EXISTED AT ANY PREVIOUS TIME, NOR NOW HAS ANY EXISTENCE. 
CHAP. I.--THERE IS BUT ONE GOD: THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF ITS BEING OTHERWISE. 
1. IT IS PROPER, THEN, THAT I SHOULD BEGIN WITH THE FIRST AND MOST IMPORTANT HEAD, THAT IS, GOD THE CREATOR, WHO MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE THEREIN (WHOM THESE MEN BLASPHEMOUSLY STYLE THE FRUIT OF A DEFECT), AND TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THERE IS NOTHING EITHER ABOVE HIM OR AFTER HIM; NOR THAT, INFLUENCED BY ANY ONE, BUT OF HIS OWN FREE WILL, HE CREATED ALL THINGS, SINCE HE IS THE ONLY GOD, THE ONLY LORD, THE ONLY CREATOR, THE ONLY FATHER, ALONE CONTAINING ALL THINGS, AND HIMSELF COMMANDING ALL THINGS INTO EXISTENCE. 
2. FOR HOW CAN THERE BE ANY OTHER FULNESS, OR PRINCIPLE, OR POWER, OR GOD, ABOVE HIM, SINCE IT IS MATTER OF NECESSITY THAT GOD, THE PLEROMA (FULNESS) OF ALL THESE, SHOULD CONTAIN ALL THINGS IN HIS IMMENSITY, AND SHOULD BE CONTAINED BY NO ONE? BUT IF THERE IS ANYTHING BEYOND HIM, HE IS NOT THEN THE PLEROMA OF ALL, NOR DOES HE CONTAIN ALL. FOR THAT WHICH THEY DECLARE TO BE BEYOND HIM WILL BE WANTING TO THE PLEROMA, OR, [IN OTHER WORDS,] TO THAT GOD WHO IS ABOVE ALL THINGS. BUT THAT WHICH IS WANTING, AND FALLS IN ANY WAY SHORT, IS NOT THE PLEROMA OF ALL THINGS. IN SUCH A CASE, HE WOULD HAVE BOTH BEGINNING, MIDDLE, AND END, WITH RESPECT TO THOSE WHO ARE BEYOND HIM. AND IF HE HAS AN END IN REGARD TO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE BELOW, HE HAS ALSO A BEGINNING WITH RESPECT TO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE. IN LIKE MANNER, THERE IS AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY THAT HE SHOULD EXPERIENCE THE VERY SAME THING AT ALL OTHER POINTS, AND SHOULD BE HELD IN, BOUNDED, AND ENCLOSED BY THOSE EXISTENCES THAT ARE OUTSIDE OF HIM. FOR THAT BEING WHO IS THE END DOWNWARDS, NECESSARILY CIRCUMSCRIBES AND SURROUNDS HIM WHO FINDS HIS END IN IT. AND THUS, ACCORDING TO THEM, THE FATHER OF ALL (THAT IS, HE WHOM THEY CALL PROON AND PROARCHE), WITH THEIR PLEROMA, AND THE GOOD GOD OF MARCION, IS ESTABLISHED AND ENCLOSED IN SOME OTHER, AND IS SURROUNDED FROM WITHOUT BY ANOTHER MIGHTY BEING, WHO MUST OF NECESSITY BE GREATER, INASMUCH AS THAT WHICH CONTAINS IS GREATER THAN THAT WHICH IS CONTAINED. BUT THEN THAT WHICH IS GREATER IS ALSO STRONGER, AND IN A GREATER DEGREE LORD; AND THAT WHICH IS GREATER, AND STRONGER, AND IN A GREATER DEGREE LORD--MUST BE GOD. 
3. NOW, SINCE THERE EXISTS, ACCORDING TO THEM, ALSO SOMETHING ELSE WHICH THEY DECLARE TO BE OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA, INTO WHICH THEY FURTHER HOLD THERE DESCENDED THAT HIGHER POWER WHO WENT ASTRAY, IT IS IN EVERY WAY NECESSARY THAT THE PLEROMA EITHER CONTAINS THAT WHICH IS BEYOND, YET IS CONTAINED (FOR OTHERWISE, IT WILL NOT BE BEYOND THE PLEROMA; FOR IF THERE IS ANYTHING BEYOND THE PLEROMA, THERE WILL BE A PLEROMA WITHIN THIS VERY PLEROMA WHICH THEY DECLARE TO BE OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA, AND THE PLEROMA WILL BE CONTAINED BY THAT WHICH IS BEYOND: AND WITH THE PLEROMA IS UNDERSTOOD ALSO THE FIRST GOD); OR, AGAIN, THEY MUST BE AN INFINITE DISTANCE SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER--THE PLEROMA [I MEAN], AND THAT WHICH IS BEYOND IT. BUT IF THEY MAINTAIN THIS, THERE WILL THEN BE A THIRD KIND OF EXISTENCE, WHICH SEPARATES BY IMMENSITY THE PLEROMA AND THAT WHICH IS BEYOND IT. THIS THIRD KIND OF EXISTENCE WILL THEREFORE BOUND AND CONTAIN BOTH THE OTHERS, AND WILL BE GREATER BOTH THAN THE PLEROMA, AND THAN THAT WHICH IS BEYOND IT, INASMUCH AS IT CONTAINS BOTH IN ITS BOSOM. IN THIS WAY, TALK MIGHT GO ON FOR EVER CONCERNING THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE CONTAINED, AND THOSE WHICH CONTAIN. FOR IF THIS THIRD EXISTENCE HAS ITS BEGINNING ABOVE, AND ITS END BENEATH, THERE IS AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY THAT IT BE ALSO BOUNDED ON THE SIDES, EITHER BEGINNING OR CEASING AT CERTAIN OTHER POINTS, [WHERE NEW EXISTENCES BEGIN.] THESE, AGAIN, AND OTHERS WHICH ARE ABOVE AND BELOW, WILL HAVE THEIR BEGINNINGS AT CERTAIN OTHER POINTS, AND SO ON AD INFINITUM; SO THAT THEIR THOUGHTS WOULD NEVER REST IN ONE GOD, BUT IN CONSEQUENCE OF SEEKING AFTER MORE THAN EXISTS, WOULD WANDER AWAY TO THAT WHICH HAS NO EXISTENCE, AND DEPART FROM THE TRUE GOD. 
4. THESE REMARKS ARE, IN LIKE MANNER, APPLICABLE AGAINST THE FOLLOWERS OF MARCION. FOR HIS TWO GODS WILL ALSO BE CONTAINED AND CIRCUMSCRIBED BY AN IMMENSE INTERVAL WHICH SEPARATES THEM FROM ONE ANOTHER. BUT THEN THERE IS A NECESSITY TO SUPPOSE A MULTITUDE OF GODS SEPARATED BY AN IMMENSE DISTANCE FROM EACH OTHER ON EVERY SIDE, BEGINNING WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND ENDING IN ONE ANOTHER. THUS, BY THAT VERY PROCESS OF REASONING ON WHICH THEY DEPEND FOR TEACHING THAT THERE IS A CERTAIN PLEROMA OR GOD ABOVE THE CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, ANY ONE WHO CHOOSES TO EMPLOY IT MAY MAINTAIN THAT THERE IS ANOTHER PLEROMA ABOVE THE PLEROMA, ABOVE THAT AGAIN ANOTHER, AND ABOVE BYTHUS ANOTHER OCEAN OF DEITY, WHILE IN LIKE MANNER THE SAME SUCCESSIONS HOLD WITH RESPECT TO THE SIDES; AND THUS, THEIR DOCTRINE FLOWING OUT INTO IMMENSITY, THERE WILL ALWAYS BE A NECESSITY TO CONCEIVE OF OTHER PLEROMA, AND OTHER BYTHI, SO AS NEVER AT ANY TIME TO STOP, BUT ALWAYS TO CONTINUE SEEKING FOR OTHERS BESIDES THOSE ALREADY MENTIONED. MOREOVER, IT WILL BE UNCERTAIN WHETHER THESE WHICH WE CONCEIVE OF ARE BELOW, OR ARE, IN FACT, THEMSELVES THE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE; AND, IN LIKE MANNER, WILL BE DOUBTFUL] RESPECTING THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE SAID BY THEM TO BE ABOVE, WHETHER THEY ARE REALLY ABOVE OR BELOW; AND THUS OUR OPINIONS WILL HAVE NO FIXED CONCLUSION OR CERTAINTY, BUT WILL OF NECESSITY WANDER FORTH AFTER WORLDS WITHOUT LIMITS, AND GODS THAT CANNOT BE NUMBERED. 
5. THESE THINGS, THEN, BEING SO, EACH DEITY WILL BE CONTENTED WITH HIS OWN POSSESSIONS, AND WILL NOT BE MOVED WITH ANY CURIOSITY RESPECTING THE AFFAIRS OF OTHERS; OTHERWISE HE WOULD BE UNJUST, AND RAPACIOUS, AND WOULD CEASE TO BE WHAT GOD IS. EACH CREATION, TOO, WILL GLORIFY ITS OWN MAKER, AND WILL BE CONTENTED WITH HIM, NOT KNOWING ANY OTHER; OTHERWISE IT WOULD MOST JUSTLY BE DEEMED AN APOSTATE BY ALL THE OTHERS, AND WOULD RECEIVE A RICHLY-DESERVED PUNISHMENT. FOR IT MUST BE EITHER THAT THERE IS ONE BEING WHO CONTAINS ALL THINGS, AND FORMED IN HIS OWN TERRITORY ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN CREATED, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN WILL; OR, AGAIN, THAT THERE ARE NUMEROUS UNLIMITED CREATORS AND GODS, WHO BEGIN FROM EACH OTHER, AND END IN EACH OTHER ON EVERY SIDE; AND IT WILL THEN BE NECESSARY TO ALLOW THAT ALL THE REST ARE CONTAINED FROM WITHOUT BY SOME ONE WHO IS GREATER, AND THAT THEY ARE EACH OF THEM SHUT UP WITHIN THEIR OWN TERRITORY, AND REMAIN IN IT. NO ONE OF THEM ALL, THEREFORE, IS GOD. FOR THERE WILL BE [MUCH] WANTING TO EVERY ONE OF THEM, POSSESSING [AS HE WILL DO] ONLY A VERY SMALL PART WHEN COMPARED WITH ALL THE REST. THE NAME OF THE OMNIPOTENT WILL THUS BE BROUGHT TO AN END, AND SUCH AN OPINION WILL OF NECESSITY FALL TO IMPIETY. 
CHAP. II--THE WORLD WAS NOT FORMED BY ANGELS, OR BY ANY OTHER BEING, CONTRARY TO THE WILL OF THE MOST HIGH GOD, BUT WAS MADE BY THE FATHER THROUGH THE WORD.(1) 
1. THOSE, MOREOVER, WHO SAY THAT THE WORLD WAS FORMED BY ANGELS, OR BY ANY OTHER MAKER OF IT, CONTRARY TO THE WILL OF HIM WHO IS THE SUPREME FATHER, ERR FIRST OF ALL IN THIS VERY POINT, THAT THEY MAINTAIN THAT ANGELS FORMED SUCH AND SO MIGHTY A CREATION, CONTRARY TO THE WILL OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. THIS WOULD IMPLY THAT ANGELS WERE MORE POWERFUL THAN GOD; OR IF NOT SO, THAT HE WAS EITHER CARELESS, OR INFERIOR, OR PAID NO REGARD TO THOSE THINGS WHICH TOOK PLACE AMONG HIS OWN POSSESSIONS, WHETHER THEY TURNED OUT ILL OR WELL, SO THAT HE MIGHT DRIVE AWAY AND PREVENT THE ONE, WHILE HE PRAISED AND REJOICED OVER THE OTHER. BUT IF ONE WOULD NOT ASCRIBE SUCH CONDUCT EVEN TO A MAN OF ANY ABILITY, HOW MUCH LESS TO GOD 
2. NEXT LET THEM TELL US WHETHER THESE THINGS HAVE BEEN FORMED WITHIN THE LIMITS WHICH ARE CONTAINED BY HIM, AND IN HIS PROPER TERRITORY, OR IN REGIONS BELONGING TO OTHERS, AND LYING BEYOND HIM? BUT IF THEY SAY [THAT THESE THINGS WERE DONE] BEYOND HIM, THEN ALL THE ABSURDITIES ALREADY MENTIONED WILL FACE THEM, AND THE SUPREME GOD WILL BE ENCLOSED BY THAT WHICH IS BEYOND HIM, IN WHICH ALSO IT WILL BE NECESSARY THAT HE SHOULD FIND HIS END. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, [THESE THINGS WERE DONE] WITHIN HIS OWN PROPER TERRITORY, IT WILL BE VERY IDLE TO SAY THAT THE WORLD WAS THUS FORMED WITHIN HIS PROPER TERRITORY AGAINST HIS WILL BY ANGELS WHO ARE THEMSELVES UNDER HIS POWER, OR BY ANY OTHER BEING, AS IF EITHER HE HIMSELF DID NOT BEHOLD ALL THINGS WHICH TAKE PLACE AMONG HIS OWN POSSESSIONS, OR(2) WAS NOT AWARE OF THE THINGS TO BE DONE BY ANGELS. 
3. IF, HOWEVER, [THE THINGS REFERRED TO WERE DONE] NOT AGAINST HIS WILL, BUT WITH HIS CONCURRENCE AND KNOWLEDGE, AS SOME [OF THESE MEN] THINK, THE ANGELS, OR THE FORMER OF THE WORLD [WHOEVER THAT MAY HAVE BEEN], WILL NO LONGER BE THE CAUSES OF THAT FORMATION, BUT THE WILL OF GOD. FOR IF HE IS THE FORMER OF THE WORLD, HE TOO MADE THE ANGELS, OR AT LEAST WAS THE CAUSE OF THEIR CREATION; AND HE WILL BE REGARDED AS HAVING MADE THE WORLD WHO PREPARED THE CAUSES OF ITS FORMATION. ALTHOUGH THEY MAINTAIN THAT THE ANGELS WERE MADE BY A LONG SUCCESSION DOWNWARDS, OR THAT THE FORMER OF THE WORLD [SPRANG] FROM THE SUPREME FATHER, AS BASILIDES ASSERTS; NEVERTHELESS, THAT WHICH IS THE CAUSE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE WILL STILL BE TRACED TO HIM WHO WAS THE AUTHOR OF SUCH A SUCCESSION. [THE CASE STANDS] JUST AS REGARDS SUCCESS IN WAR, WHICH IS ASCRIBED TO THE KING WHO PREPARED THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE THE CAUSE OF VICTORY; AND, IN LIKE MANNER, THE CREATION OF ANY STATE, OR OF ANY WORK, IS REFERRED TO HIM WHO PREPARED MATERIALS FOR THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THOSE RESULTS WHICH WERE AFTERWARDS BROUGHT ABOUT. WHEREFORE, WE DO NOT SAY THAT IT WAS THE AXE WHICH CUT THE WOOD, OR THE SAW WHICH DIVIDED IT; BUT ONE WOULD VERY PROPERLY SAY THAT THE MAN CUT AND DIVIDED IT WHO FORMED THE AXE AND THE SAW FOR THIS PURPOSE, AND [WHO ALSO FORMED] AT A MUCH EARLIER DATE ALL THE TOOLS BY WHICH THE AXE AND THE SAW THEMSELVES WERE FORMED. WITH JUSTICE, THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO AN ANALOGOUS PROCESS OF REASONING, THE FATHER OF ALL WILL BE DECLARED THE FORMER OF THIS WORLD, AND NOT THE ANGELS, NOR ANY OTHER [SO-CALLED] FORMER OF THE WORLD, OTHER THAN HE WHO WAS ITS AUTHOR, AND HAD FORMERLY(3) BEEN THE CAUSE OF THE PREPARATION FOR A CREATION OF THIS KIND. 
4. THIS MANNER OF SPEECH MAY PERHAPS BE PLAUSIBLE OR PERSUASIVE TO THOSE WHO KNOW NOT GOD, AND WHO LIKEN HIM TO NEEDY HUMAN BEINGS, AND TO THOSE WHO CANNOT IMMEDIATELY AND WITHOUT ASSISTANCE FORM ANYTHING, BUT REQUIRE MANY INSTRUMENTALITIES TO PRODUCE WHAT THEY INTEND. BUT IT WILL NOT BE REGARDED AS AT ALL PROBABLE BY THOSE WHO KNOW THAT GOD STANDS IN NEED OF NOTHING, AND THAT HE CREATED AND MADE ALL THINGS BY HIS WORD, WHILE HE NEITHER REQUIRED ANGELS TO ASSIST HIM IN THE PRODUCTION OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE MADE, NOR OF ANY POWER GREATLY INFERIOR TO HIMSELF, AND IGNORANT OF THE FATHER, NOR OF ANY DEFECT OR IGNORANCE, IN ORDER THAT HE WHO SHOULD KNOW HIM MIGHT BECOME MAN.(4) BUT HE HIMSELF IN HIMSELF, AFTER A FASHION WHICH WE CAN NEITHER DESCRIBE NOR CONCEIVE, PREDESTINATING ALL THINGS, FORMED THEM AS HE PLEASED, BESTOWING HARMONY ON ALL THINGS, AND ASSIGNING THEM THEIR OWN PLACE, AND THE BEGINNING OF THEIR CREATION. IN THIS WAY HE CONFERRED ON SPIRITUAL THINGS A SPIRITUAL AND INVISIBLE NATURE, ON SUPER-CELESTIAL THINGS A CELESTIAL, ON ANGELS AN ANGELICAL, ON ANIMALS AN ANIMAL, ON BEINGS THAT SWIM A NATURE SUITED TO THE WATER, AND ON THOSE THAT LIVE ON THE LAND ONE FITTED FOR THE LAND--ON ALL, IN SHORT, A NATURE SUITABLE TO THE CHARACTER OF THE LIFE ASSIGNED THEM--WHILE HE FORMED ALL THINGS THAT WERE MADE BY HIS WORD THAT NEVER WEARIES. 
5. FOR THIS IS A PECULIARITY OF THE PRE-EMINENCE OF GOD, NOT TO STAND IN NEED OF OTHER INSTRUMENTS FOR THE CREATION OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE SUMMONED INTO EXISTENCE. HIS OWN WORD IS BOTH SUITABLE AND SUFFICIENT FOR THE FORMATION OF ALL THINGS, EVEN AS JOHN, THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD, DECLARES REGARDING HIM: "ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOTHING MADE."(1) NOW, AMONG THE "ALL THINGS" OUR WORLD MUST BE EMBRACED. IT TOO, THEREFORE, WAS MADE BY HIS WORD, AS SCRIPTURE TELLS US IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS THAT HE MADE ALL THINGS CONNECTED WITH OUR WORLD BY HIS WORD. DAVID ALSO EXPRESSES THE SAME TRUTH [WHEN HE SAYS] "FOR HE SPOKE, AND THEY WERE MADE; HE COMMANDED, AND THEY WERE CREATED."(2) WHOM, THEREFORE, SHALL WE BELIEVE AS TO THE CREATION OF THE WORLD--THESE HERETICS WHO HAVE BEEN MENTIONED THAT PRATE SO FOOLISHLY AND INCONSISTENTLY ON THE SUBJECT, OR THE DISCIPLES OF THE LORD, AND MOSES, WHO WAS BOTH A FAITHFUL SERVANT OF GOD AND A PROPHET? HE AT FIRST NARRATED THE FORMATION OF THE WORLD IN THESE WORDS: "IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH,"(3) AND ALL OTHER THINGS IN SUCCESSION; BUT NEITHER GODS NOR ANGELS [HAD ANY SHARE IN THE WORK]. 
NOW, THAT THIS GOD IS THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, PAUL THE APOSTLE ALSO HAS DECLARED, [SAYING,] "THERE IS ONE GOD, THE FATHER, WHO IS ABOVE ALL, AND THROUGH ALL THINGS, AND IN US ALL."(4) I HAVE INDEED PROVED ALREADY THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD; BUT I SHALL FURTHER DEMONSTRATE THIS FROM THE APOSTLES THEMSELVES, AND FROM THE DISCOURSES OF THE LORD. FOR WHAT SORT OF CONDUCT WOULD IT BE, WERE WE TO FORSAKE THE UTTERANCES OF THE PROPHETS, OF THE LORD, AND OF THE APOSTLES, THAT WE MIGHT GIVE HEED TO THESE PERSONS, WHO SPEAK NOT A WORD OF SENSE? 
CHAP. III.--THE BYTHUS AND PLEROMA OF THE VALENTINIANS, AS WELL AS THE GOD OF MAR-CION, SHOWN TO BE ABSURD; THE WORLD WAS ACTUALLY CREATED BY THE SAME BEING WHO HAD CONCEIVED THE IDEA OF IT, AND WAS NOT THE FRUIT OF DEFECT OR IGNORANCE. 
1. THE BYTHUS, THEREFORE, WHOM THEY CONCEIVE OF WITH HIS PLEROMA, AND THE GOD OF MARCION, ARE INCONSISTENT. IF INDEED, AS THEY AFFIRM, HE HAS SOMETHING SUBJACENT AND BEYOND HIMSELF, WHICH THEY STYLE VACUITY AND SHADOW, THIS VACUUM IS THEN PROVED TO BE GREATER THAN THEIR PLEROMA. BUT IT IS INCONSISTENT EVEN TO MAKE THIS STATEMENT, THAT WHILE HE CONTAINS ALL THINGS WITHIN HIMSELF, THE CREATION WAS FORMED BY SOME OTHER. FOR IT IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY THAT THEY ACKNOWLEDGE A CERTAIN VOID AND CHAOTIC KIND OF EXISTENCE (BELOW THE SPIRITUAL PLEROMA) IN WHICH THIS UNIVERSE WAS FORMED, AND THAT THE PROPATOR PURPOSELY LEFT THIS CHAOS AS IT WAS, EITHER(5) KNOWING BEFOREHAND WHAT THINGS WERE TO HAPPEN IN IT, OR BEING IGNORANT OF THEM. IF HE WAS REALLY IGNORANT, THEN GOD WILL NOT BE PRESCIENT OF ALL THINGS. BUT THEY WILL NOT EVEN [IN THAT CASE] BE ABLE TO ASSIGN A REASON ON WHAT ACCOUNT HE THUS LEFT THIS PLACE VOID DURING SO LONG A PERIOD OF TIME. IF, AGAIN, HE IS PRESCIENT, AND CONTEMPLATED MENTALLY THAT CREATION WHICH WAS ABOUT TO HAVE A BEING IN THAT PLACE, THEN HE HIMSELF CREATED IT WHO ALSO FORMED IT BEFOREHAND [IDEALLY] IN HIMSELF. 
2. LET THEM CEASE, THEREFORE, TO AFFIRM THAT THE WORLD WAS MADE BY ANY OTHER; FOR AS SOON AS GOD FORMED A CONCEPTION IN HIS MIND, THAT WAS ALSO DONE WHICH HE HAD THUS MENTALLY CONCEIVED. FOR IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE THAT ONE BEING SHOULD MENTALLY FORM THE CONCEPTION, AND ANOTHER ACTUALLY PRODUCE THE THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN CONCEIVED BY HIM IN HIS MIND. BUT GOD, ACCORDING TO THESE HERETICS, MENTALLY CONCEIVED EITHER AN ETERNAL WORLD OR A TEMPORAL ONE, BOTH OF WHICH SUPPOSITIONS CANNOT BE TRUE. YET IF HE HAD MENTALLY CONCEIVED OF IT AS ETERNAL, SPIRITUAL,(6) AND VISIBLE, IT WOULD ALSO HAVE BEEN FORMED SUCH. BUT IF IT WAS FORMED SUCH AS IT REALLY IS, THEN HE MADE IT SUCH WHO HAD MENTALLY CONCEIVED OF IT AS SUCH; OR HE WILLED IT TO EXIST IN THE IDEALITY(7) OF THE FATHER, ACCORDING TO THE CONCEPTION OF HIS MIND, SUCH AS IT NOW IS, COMPOUND, MUTABLE, AND TRANSIENT. SINCE, THEN, IT IS JUST SUCH AS THE FATHER HAD [IDEALLY] FORMED IN COUNSEL WITH HIMSELF, IT MUST BE WORTHY OF THE FATHER. BUT TO AFFIRM THAT WHAT WAS MENTALLY CONCEIVED AND PRE-CREATED BY THE FATHER OF ALL, JUST AS IT HAS BEEN ACTUALLY FORMED, IS THE FRUIT OF DEFECT, AND THE PRODUCTION OF IGNORANCE, IS TO BE GUILTY OF GREAT BLASPHEMY. FOR, ACCORDING TO THEM, THE FATHER OF ALL WILL THUS BE [REGARDED AS] GENERATING IN HIS BREAST, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN MENTAL CONCEPTION, THE EMANATIONS OF DEFECT AND THE FRUITS OF IGNORANCE, SINCE THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD CONCEIVED IN HIS MIND HAVE ACTUALLY BEEN PRODUCED. 
CHAP. IV.--THE ABSURDITY OF THE SUPPOSED VACUUM AND DEFECT OF THE HERETICS IS DEMONSTRATED. 
1. THE CAUSE, THEN, OF SUCH A DISPENSATION ON THE PART OF GOD, IS TO BE INQUIRED AFTER; BUT THE FORMATION OF THE WORLD IS NOT TO BE ASCRIBED TO ANY OTHER. AND ALL THINGS ARE TO BE SPOKEN OF AS HAVING BEEN SO PREPARED BY GOD BEFOREHAND, THAT THEY SHOULD BE MADE AS THEY HAVE BEEN MADE; BUT SHADOW AND VACUITY ARE NOT TO BE CONJURED INTO EXISTENCE. BUT WHENCE, LET ME ASK, CAME THIS VACUITY [OF WHICH THEY SPEAK]? IF IT WAS INDEED PRODUCED BY HIM WHO, ACCORDING TO THEM, IS THE FATHER AND AUTHOR OF OIL THINGS, THEN IT IS BOTH EQUAL IN HONOUR AND RELATED TO THE REST OF THE AEONS, PERCHANCE EVEN MORE ANCIENT THAN THEY ARE. MOREOVER, IF IT PROCEEDED FROM THE SAME SOURCE [AS THEY DID], IT MUST BE SIMILAR IN NATURE TO HIM WHO PRODUCED IT, AS WELL AS TO THOSE ALONG WITH WHOM IT WAS PRODUCED. THERE WILL THEREFORE BE AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY, BOTH THAT THE BYTHUS OF WHOM THEY SPEAK, ALONG WITH SIGE, BE SIMILAR IN NATURE TO A VACUUM, THAT IS, THAT HE REALLY IS A VACUUM; AND THAT THE REST OF THE AEONS, SINCE THEY ARE THE BROTHERS OF VACUITY, SHOULD ALSO BE DEVOID(1) OF SUBSTANCE. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, IT HAS NOT BEEN THUS PRODUCED, IT MUST HAVE SPRANG FROM AND BEEN GENERATED BY ITSELF, AND IN THAT CASE IT WILL BE EQUAL IN POINT OF AGE TO THAT BYTHUS WHO IS, ACCORDING TO THEM, THE FATHER OF OIL; AND THUS VACUITY WILL BE OF THE SAME NATURE AND OF THE SAME HONOUR WITH HIM WHO IS, ACCORDING TO THEM, THE UNIVERSAL FATHER. FOR IT MUST OF NECESSITY HAVE BEEN EITHER PRODUCED BY SOME ONE, OR GENERATED BY ITSELF, AND SPRUNG FROM ITSELF. BUT IF, IN TRUTH, VACUITY WAS PRODUCED, THEN ITS PRODUCER VALENTINUS IS ALSO A VACUUM, AS ARE LIKEWISE HIS FOLLOWERS. IF, AGAIN, IT WAS NOT PRODUCED, BUT WAS GENERATED BY ITSELF, THEN THAT WHICH IS REALLY A VACUUM IS SIMILAR TO, AND THE BROTHER OF, AND OF THE SAME HONOUR WITH, THAT FATHER WHO HAS BEEN PROCLAIMED BY VALENTINUS; WHILE IT IS MORE ANCIENT, AND DATING ITS EXISTENCE FROM A PERIOD GREATLY ANTERIOR, AND MORE EXALTED IN HONOUR THAN THE REMAINING AEONS OF PTOLEMY HIMSELF, AND HERACLEON, AND ALL THE REST(2) WHO HOLD THE SAME OPINIONS. 
2. BUT IF, DRIVEN TO DESPAIR IN REGARD TO THESE POINTS, THEY CONFESS THAT THE FATHER OF ALL CONTAINS ALL THINGS, AND THAT THERE IS NOTHING WHATEVER OUTSIDE OF THE HEROMA (FOR IT IS AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY THAT, [IF THERE BE ANYTHING OUTSIDE OF IT,] IT SHOULD BE BOUNDED AND CIRCUMSCRIBED BY SOMETHING GREATER THAN ITSELF), AND THAT THEY SPEAK OF WHAT IS WITHOUT AND WHAT WITHIN IN REFERENCE TO KNOWLEDGE AND IGNORANCE, AND NOT WITH RESPECT TO LOCAL DISTANCE; BUT THAT, IN THE PLEROMA, OR IN THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE CONTAINED BY THE FATHER, THE WHOLE CREATION WHICH WE KNOW TO HAVE BEEN FORMED, HAVING BEEN MADE BY THE DEMIURGE, OR BY THE ANGELS, IS CONTAINED BY THE UNSPEAKABLE GREATNESS, AS THE CENTRE IS IN A CIRCLE, OR AS A SPOT IS IN A GARMENT,--THEN, IN THE FIRST PLACE, WHAT SORT OF A BEING MUST THAT BYTHUS BE, WHO ALLOWS A STAIN TO HAVE PLACE IN HIS OWN BOSOM, AND PERMITS ANOTHER ONE TO CREATE OR PRODUCE WITHIN HIS TERRITORY, CONTRARY TO HIS OWN WILL? SUCH A MODE OF ACTING WOULD TRULY ENTAIL [THE CHARGE OF] DEGENERACY UPON THE ENTIRE PLEROMA, SINCE IT MIGHT FROM THE FIRST HAVE CUT OFF THAT DEFECT, AND THOSE EMANATIONS WHICH DERIVED THEIR ORIGIN FROM IT,(3) AND NOT HAVE AGREED TO PERMIT THE FORMATION OF CREATION EITHER IN IGNORANCE, OR PASSION, OR IN DEFECT. FOR HE WHO CAN AFTERWARDS RECTIFY A DEFECT, AND DOES, AS IT WERE, WASH AWAY A STAIN,(4) COULD AT A MUCH EARLIER DATE HAVE TAKEN CARE THAT NO SUCH STAIN SHOULD, EVEN AT FIRST, BE FOUND AMONG HIS POSSESSIONS. OR IF AT THE FIRST HE ALLOWED THAT THE THINGS WHICH WERE MADE [SHOULD BE AS THEY ARE], SINCE THEY COULD NOT, IN FACT, BE FORMED OTHERWISE, THEN IT FOLLOWS THAT THEY MUST ALWAYS CONTINUE IN THE SAME CONDITION. FOR HOW IS IT POSSIBLE, THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH CANNOT AT THE FIRST OBTAIN RECTIFICATION, SHOULD SUBSEQUENTLY RECEIVE IT? OR HOW CAN MEN SAY THAT THEY ARE CALLED TO PERFECTION, WHEN THOSE VERY BEINGS WHO ARE THE CAUSES FROM WHICH MEN DERIVE THEIR ORIGIN--EITHER THE DEMIURGE HIMSELF, OR THE ANGELS --ARE DECLARED TO EXIST IN DEFECT? AND IF, AS IS MAINTAINED, [THE SUPREME BEING,] INASMUCH AS HE IS BENIGNANT, DID AT LAST TAKE PITY UPON MEN, AND BESTOW ON THEM PERFECTION, HE OUGHT AT FIRST TO HAVE PITIED THOSE WHO WERE THE CREATORS OF MAN, AND TO HAVE CONFERRED ON THEM PERFECTION. IN THIS WAY, MEN TOO WOULD VERILY HAVE SHARED IN HIS COMPASSION, BEING FORMED. PERFECT BY THOSE THAT WERE PERFECT. FOR IF HE PITIED THE WORK OF THESE BEINGS, HE OUGHT LONG BEFORE TO HAVE PITIED THEMSELVES, AND NOT TO HAVE ALLOWED THEM TO FALL INTO SUCH AWFUL BLINDNESS. 
3. THEIR TALK ALSO ABOUT SHADOW AND VACUITY, IN WHICH THEY MAINTAIN THAT THE CREATION WITH WHICH WE ARE CONCERNED WAS FORMED, WILL BE BROUGHT TO NOTHING, IF THE THINGS REFERRED TO WERE CREATED WITHIN THE TERRITORY WHICH IS CONTAINED BY THE FATHER. FOR IF THEY HOLD THAT THE LIGHT OF THEIR FATHER IS SUCH THAT IT FILLS ALL THINGS WHICH ARE INSIDE OF HIM, AND ILLUMINATES THEM ALL, HOW CAN ANY VACUUM OR SHADOW POSSIBLY EXIST WITHIN THAT TERRITORY WHICH IS CONTAINED BY THE PLEROMA, AND BY THE LIGHT OF THE FATHER? FOR, IN THAT CASE, IT BEHOVES THEM TO POINT OUT SOME PLACE WITHIN THE PROPATOR, OR WITHIN THE PLEROMA, WHICH IS NOT ILLUMINATED, NOR KEPT POSSESSION OF BY ANY ONE, AND IN WHICH EITHER THE ANGELS OR THE DEMIURGE FORMED WHATEVER THEY PLEASED. NOR WILL IT BE A SMALL AMOUNT OF SPACE IN WHICH SUCH AND SO GREAT A CREATION CAN BE CONCEIVED OF AS HAVING BEEN FORMED. THERE WILL THEREFORE BE AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY THAT, WITHIN THE PLEROMA, OR WITHIN THE FATHER OF WHOM THEY SPEAK, THEY SHOULD CONCEIVE(1) OF SOME PLACE, VOID, FORMLESS, AND FULL OF DARKNESS, IN WHICH THOSE THINGS WERE FORMED WHICH HAVE BEEN FORMED. BY SUCH A SUPPOSITION, HOWEVER, THE LIGHT OF THEIR FATHER WOULD INCUR A REPROACH, AS IF HE COULD NOT ILLUMINATE AND FILL THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE WITHIN HIMSELF. THUS, THEN, WHEN THEY MAINTAIN THAT THESE THINGS WERE THE FRUIT OF DEFECT AND THE WORK OF ERROR, THEY DO MOREOVER INTRODUCE DEFECT AND ERROR WITHIN THE PLEROMA, AND INTO THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER. 
CHAP. V.--THIS WORLD WAS NOT FORMED BY ANY OTHER BEINGS WITHIN THE TERRITORY WHICH IS CONTAINED BY THE FATHER. 
1. THE REMARKS, THEREFORE, WHICH I MADE A LITTLE WHILE AGO(2) ARE SUITABLE IN ANSWER TO THOSE WHO ASSERT THAT THIS WORLD WAS FORMED OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA, OR UNDER A "GOOD GOD; "AND SUCH PERSONS, WITH THE FATHER THEY SPEAK OF, WILL BE QUITE CUT OFF FROM THAT WHICH IS OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA, IN WHICH, AT THE SAME TIME, IT IS NECESSARY THAT THEY SHOULD FINALLY REST.(3) IN ANSWER TO THOSE, AGAIN, WHO MAINTAIN THAT THIS WORLD WAS FORMED BY CERTAIN OTHER BEINGS WITHIN THAT TERRITORY WHICH IS CONTAINED BY THE FATHER, ALL THOSE POINTS WHICH HAVE NOW(4) BEEN NOTICED WILL PRESENT THEMSELVES [AS EXHIBITING THEIR] ABSURDITIES AND INCOHERENCIES; AND THEY WILL BE COMPELLED EITHER TO ACKNOWLEDGE ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE WITHIN THE FATHER, LUCID, FULL, AND ENERGETIC, OR TO ACCUSE THE LIGHT OF THE FATHER AS IF HE COULD NOT ILLUMINATE ALL THINGS; OR, AS A PORTION OF THEIR PLEROMA [IS SO DESCRIBED], THE WHOLE OF IT MUST BE CONFESSED TO BE VOID, CHAOTIC, AND FULL OF DARKNESS. AND THEY ACCUSE ALL OTHER CREATED THINGS AS IF THESE WERE MERELY TEMPORAL, OR [AT THE BEST], IF ETERNAL,(5) YET MATERIAL. BUT(6) THESE (THE AEONS) OUGHT TO BE REGARDED AS BEYOND THE REACH OF SUCH ACCUSATIONS, SINCE THEY ARE WITHIN THE PLEROMA, OR THE CHARGES IN QUESTION WILL EQUALLY FALL AGAINST THE ENTIRE PLEROMA; AND THUS THE CHRIST OF WHOM THEY SPEAK IS DISCOVERED TO BE THE AUTHOR OF IGNORANCE. FOR, ACCORDING TO THEIR STATEMENTS, WHEN HE HAD GIVEN A FORM SO FAR AS SUBSTANCE WAS CONCERNED TO THE MOTHER THEY CONCEIVE OF, HE CAST HER OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA; THAT IS, HE CUT HER OFF FROM KNOWLEDGE. HE, THEREFORE, WHO SEPARATED HER FROM KNOWLEDGE, DID IN REALITY PRODUCE IGNORANCE IN HER. HOW THEN COULD THE VERY SAME PERSON BESTOW THE GIFT OF KNOWLEDGE ON THE REST OF THE AEONS, THOSE WHO WERE ANTERIOR TO HIM [IN PRODUCTION], AND YET BE THE AUTHOR OF IGNORANCE TO HIS MOTHER? FOR HE PLACED HER BEYOND THE PALE OF KNOWLEDGE, WHEN HE CAST HER OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA. 
2. MOREOVER, IF THEY EXPLAIN BEING WITHIN AND WITHOUT THE PLEROMA AS IMPLYING KNOWLEDGE AND IGNORANCE RESPECTIVELY, AS CERTAIN OF THEM DO (SINCE HE WHO HAS KNOWLEDGE IS WITHIN THAT WHICH KNOWS), THEN THEY MUST OF NECESSITY GRANT THAT THE SAVIOUR HIMSELF (WHOM THEY DESIGNATE ALL THINGS) WAS IN A STATE OF IGNORANCE. FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT, ON HIS COMING FORTH OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA, HE IMPARTED FORM TO THEIR MOTHER [ACHAMOTH]. IF, THEN, THEY ASSERT THAT WHATEVER IS OUTSIDE [THE PLEROMA] IS IGNORANT OF ALL THINGS, AND IF THE SAVIOUR WENT FORTH TO IMPART FORM TO THEIR MOTHER, THEN HE WAS SITUATED BEYOND THE PALE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL THINGS; THAT IS, HE WAS IN IGNORANCE. HOW THEN COULD HE COMMUNICATE KNOWLEDGE TO HER, WHEN HE HIMSELF WAS BEYOND THE PALE OF KNOWLEDGE? FOR WE, TOO, THEY DECLARE TO BE OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA, INASMUCH AS WE ARE OUTSIDE OF THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH THEY POSSESS. AND ONCE MORE: IF THE SAVIOUR REALLY WENT FORTH BEYOND THE PLEROMA TO SEEK AFTER THE SHEEP WHICH WAS LOST, BUT THE PLEROMA IS [CO-EXTENSIVE WITH] KNOWLEDGE, THEN HE PLACED HIMSELF BEYOND THE PALE OF KNOWLEDGE, THAT IS, IN IGNORANCE. FOR IT IS NECESSARY EITHER THAT THEY GRANT THAT WHAT IS OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA IS SO IN A LOCAL SENSE, IN WHICH CASE ALL THE REMARKS FORMERLY MADE WILL RISE UP AGAINST THEM; OR IF THEY SPEAK OF THAT WHICH IS WITHIN IN REGARD TO KNOWLEDGE, AND OF THAT WHICH IS WITHOUT IN RESPECT TO IGNORANCE, THEN THEIR SAVIOUR, AND CHRIST LONG BEFORE HIM, MUST HAVE BEEN FORMED IN IGNORANCE, INASMUCH AS THEY WENT FORTH BEYOND THE PLEROMA, THAT IS, BEYOND THE PALE OF KNOWLEDGE, IN ORDER TO IMPART FORM TO THEIR MOTHER. 
3. THESE ARGUMENTS MAY, IN LIKE MANNER, BE ADAPTED TO MEET THE CASE OF ALL THOSE WHO, IN ANY WAY, MAINTAIN THAT THE WORLD WAS FORMED EITHER BY ANGELS OR BY ANY OTHER ONE THAN THE TRUE GOD. FOR THE CHARGES WHICH THEY BRING AGAINST THE DEMIURGE, AND THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE MADE MATERIAL AND TEMPORAL, WILL IN TRUTH FALL BACK ON THE FATHER; IF INDEED THE(7) VERY THINGS WHICH WERE FORMED IN THE BOSOM OF THE PLEROMA BEGAN BY AND BY IN FACT TO BE DISSOLVED, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PERMISSION AND GOOD-WILL OF THE FATHER. THE [IMMEDIATE] CREATOR, THEN, IS NOT THE [REAL] AUTHOR OF THIS WORK, THINKING, AS HE DID, THAT HE FORMED IT VERY GOOD, BUT HE WHO ALLOWS AND APPROVES OF THE PRODUCTIONS OF DEFECT, AND THE WORKS OF ERROR HAVING A PLACE AMONG HIS OWN POSSESSIONS, AND THAT TEMPORAL THINGS SHOULD BE MIXED UP WITH ETERNAL, CORRUPTIBLE WITH INCORRUPTIBLE, AND THOSE WHICH PARTAKE OF ERROR WITH THOSE WHICH BELONG TO TRUTH. IF, HOWEVER, THESE THINGS WERE FORMED WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OR APPROBATION OF THE FATHER OF ALL, THEN THAT BEING MUST BE MORE POWERFUL, STRONGER, AND MORE-KINGLY, WHO MADE THESE THINGS WITHIN A TERRITORY WHICH PROPERLY BELONGS TO HIM (THE FATHER), AND DID SO WITHOUT HIS PERMISSION. IF AGAIN, AS SOME SAY, THEIR FATHER PERMITTED THESE THINGS WITHOUT APPROVING OF THEM, THEN HE GAVE THE PERMISSION ON ACCOUNT OF SOME NECESSITY, BEING EITHER ABLE TO PREVENT [SUCH PROCEDURE], OR NOT ABLE. BUT IF INDEED HE COULD NOT [HINDER IT], THEN HE IS WEAK AND POWERLESS; WHILE, IF HE COULD, HE IS A SEDUCER, A HYPOCRITE, AND A SLAVE OF NECESSITY, INASMUCH AS HE DOES NOT CONSENT [TO SUCH A COURSE], AND YET ALLOWS IT AS IF HE DID CONSENT. AND ALLOWING ERROR TO ARISE AT THE FIRST, AND TO GO ON INCREASING, HE ENDEAVOURS IN LATER TIMES TO DESTROY IT, WHEN ALREADY MANY HAVE MISERABLY PERISHED ON ACCOUNT OF THE [ORIGINAL] DEFECT. 
4. IT IS NOT SEEMLY, HOWEVER, TO SAY OF HIM WHO IS GOD OVER ALL, SINCE HE IS FREE AND INDEPENDENT, THAT HE WAS A SLAVE TO NECESSITY, OR THAT ANYTHING TAKES PLACE WITH HIS PERMISSION, YET AGAINST HIS DESIRE; OTHERWISE THEY WILL MAKE NECESSITY GREATER AND MORE KINGLY THAN GOD, SINCE THAT WHICH HAS THE MOST POWER IS SUPERIOR(1) TO ALL [OTHERS]. AND HE OUGHT AT THE VERY BEGINNING TO HAVE CUT OFF THE CAUSES OF [THE FANCIED] NECESSITY, AND NOT TO HAVE ALLOWED HIMSELF TO BE SHUT UP TO YIELDING TO THAT NECESSITY, BY PERMITTING ANYTHING BESIDES THAT WHICH BECAME HIM. FOR IT WOULD HAVE BEEN MUCH BETTER, MORE CONSISTENT, AND MORE GOD-LIKE, TO CUT OFF AT THE BEGINNING THE PRINCIPLE OF THIS KIND OF NECESSITY, THAN AFTERWARDS, AS IF MOVED BY REPENTANCE, TO ENDEAVOUR TO EXTIRPATE THE RESULTS OF NECESSITY WHEN THEY HAD REACHED SUCH A DEVELOPMENT. AND IF THE FATHER OF ALL BE A SLAVE TO NECESSITY, AND MUST YIELD TO FATE, WHILE HE UNWILLINGLY TOLERATES THE THINGS WHICH ARE DONE, BUT IS AT THE SAME TIME POWERLESS TO DO ANYTHING IN OPPOSITION TO NECESSITY AND FATE (LIKE THE HOMERIC JUPITER, WHO SAYS OF NECESSITY, "I HAVE WILLINGLY GIVEN THEE, YET WITH UNWILLING MIND"), THEN, ACCORDING TO THIS REASONING, THE BYTHUS OF WHOM THEY SPEAK WILL BE FOUND TO BE THE SLAVE OF NECESSITY AND FATE. 
CHAP. VI. --THE ANGELS AND THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD COULD NOT HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF THE SUPREME GOD. 
1. HOW, AGAIN, COULD EITHER THE ANGELS, OR THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD, HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF THE SUPREME GOD, SEEING THEY WERE HIS PROPERTY, AND HIS CREATURES, AND WERE CONTAINED BY HIM? HE MIGHT INDEED HAVE BEEN INVISIBLE TO THEM ON ACCOUNT OF HIS SUPERIORITY, BUT HE COULD BY NO MEANS HAVE BEEN UNKNOWN TO THEM ON ACCOUNT OF HIS PROVIDENCE. FOR THOUGH IT IS TRUE, AS THEY DECLARE, THAT THEY WERE VERY FAR SEPARATED FROM HIM THROUGH THEIR INFERIORITY [OF NATURE], YET, AS HIS DOMINION EXTENDED OVER ALL OF THEM, IT BEHOVED THEM TO KNOW THEIR RULER, AND TO BE AWARE OF THIS IN PARTICULAR, THAT HE WHO CREATED THEM IS LORD OF ALL. FOR SINCE HIS INVISIBLE ESSENCE IS MIGHTY, IT CONFERS ON ALL A PROFOUND MENTAL INTUITION AND PERCEPTION OF HIS MOST POWERFUL, YEA, OMNIPOTENT GREATNESS. WHEREFORE, ALTHOUGH "NO ONE KNOWS THE FATHER, EXCEPT THE SON, NOR THE SON EXCEPT THE FATHER, AND THOSE TO WHOM THE SON WILL REVEAL HIM,"(2) YET ALL [BEINGS] DO KNOW THIS ONE FACT AT LEAST, BECAUSE REASON, IMPLANTED IN THEIR MINDS, MOVES THEM, AND REVEALS TO THEM [THE TRUTH] THAT THERE IS ONE GOD, THE LORD OF ALL. 
2. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN [BY GENERAL CONSENT] PLACED UNDER THE SWAY OF HIM WHO IS STYLED THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND THE ALMIGHTY. BY CALLING UPON HIM, EVEN BEFORE THE COMING OF OUR LORD, MEN WERE SAVED BOTH FROM MOST WICKED SPIRITS, AND FROM ALL KINDS OF DEMONS, AND FROM EVERY SORT OF APOSTATE POWER. THIS WAS THE CASE, NOT AS IF EARTHLY SPIRITS OR DEMONS HAD SEEN HIM, BUT BECAUSE THEY KNEW OF THE EXISTENCE OF HIM WHO IS GOD OVER ALL, AT WHOSE INVOCATION THEY TREMBLED, AS THERE DOES TREMBLE EVERY CREATURE, AND PRINCIPALITY, AND POWER, AND EVERY BEING ENDOWED WITH ENERGY UNDER HIS GOVERNMENT. BY WAY OF PARALLEL, SHALL NOT THOSE WHO LIVE UNDER THE EMPIRE OF THE ROMANS, ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE NEVER SEEN THE EMPEROR, BUT ARE FAR SEPARATED FROM HIM BOTH BY LAND AND SEA, KNOW VERY WELL, AS THEY EXPERIENCE HIS RULE, WHO IT IS THAT POSSESSES THE PRINCIPAL POWER IN THE STATE? HOW THEN COULD IT BE, THAT THOSE ANGELS WHO WERE SUPERIOR TO US [IN NATURE], OR EVEN HE WHOM THEY CALL THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD, DID NOT KNOW THE ALMIGHTY, WHEN EVEN DUMB ANIMALS TREMBLE AND YIELD AT THE INVOCATION OF HIS NAME? AND AS, ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE NOT SEEN HIM, YET ALL THINGS ARE SUBJECT TO THE NAME OF OUR LORD,(3) SO MUST THEY ALSO BE TO HIS WHO MADE AND ESTABLISHED ALL THINGS BY HIS WORD, SINCE IT WAS NO OTHER THAN HE WHO FORMED THE WORLD. AND FOR THIS REASON, DO THE JEWS EVEN NOW PUT DEMONS TO FLIGHT BY MEANS OF THIS VERY ADJURATION, INASMUCH AS ALL BEINGS FEAR THE INVOCATION OF HIM WHO CREATED THEM. 
3. IF, THEN, THEY SHRINK FROM AFFIRMING THAT THE ANGELS ARE MORE IRRATIONAL THAN THE DUMB ANIMALS, THEY WILL FIND THAT IT BEHOOVED THESE, ALTHOUGH THEY HAD NOT SEEN HIM WHO IS GOD OVER ALL, TO KNOW HIS POWER AND SOVEREIGNTY. FOR IT WILL APPEAR TRULY RIDICULOUS, IF THEY MAINTAIN THAT THEY THEMSELVES INDEED, WHO DWELL UPON THE EARTH, KNOW HIM WHO IS GOD OVER ALL WHOM THEY HAVE NEVER SEEN, BUT WILL NOT ALLOW HIM WHO, ACCORDING TO THEIR OPINION, FORMED THEM AND THE WHOLE WORLD, ALTHOUGH HE DWELLS IN THE HEIGHTS AND ABOVE THE HEAVENS, TO KNOW THOSE THINGS WITH WHICH THEY THEMSELVES, THOUGH THEY DWELL BELOW, ARE ACQUAINTED. [THIS IS THE CASE], UNLESS PERCHANCE THEY MAINTAIN THAT BYTHUS LIVES IN TARTARUS BELOW THE EARTH, AND THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT THEY HAVE ATTAINED TO A KNOWLEDGE OF HIM BEFORE THOSE ANGELS WHO HAVE THEIR ABODE ON HIGH. THUS, DO THEY RUSH INTO SUCH AN ABYSS OF MADNESS AS TO PRONOUNCE THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD VOID OF UNDERSTANDING. THEY ARE TRULY DESERVING OF PITY, SINCE WITH SUCH UTTER FOLLY THEY AFFIRM THAT HE (THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD) NEITHER KNEW HIS MOTHER, NOR HER SEED, NOR THE PLEROMA OF THE AEONS, NOR THE PROPATOR, NOR WHAT THE THINGS WERE WHICH HE MADE; BUT THAT THESE ARE IMAGES OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE WITHIN THE PLEROMA, THE SAVIOUR HAVING SECRETLY LABOURED THAT THEY SHOULD BE SO FORMED ['BY THE UNCONSCIOUS DEMIURGE], IN HONOUR OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE. 
CHAP. VII.--CREATED THINGS ARE NOT THE IMAGES OF THOSE AEONS WHO ARE WITHIN THE PLEROMA. 
1. WHILE THE DEMIURGE WAS THUS IGNORANT OF ALL THINGS, THEY TELL US THAT THE SAVIOUR CONFERRED HONOUR UPON THE PLEROMA BY THE CREATION [WHICH HE SUMMONED INTO EXISTENCE] THROUGH MEANS OF HIS MOTHER, INASMUCH AS HE PRODUCED SIMILITUDES AND IMAGES OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE. BUT I HAVE ALREADY SHOWN THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE THAT ANYTHING SHOULD EXIST BEYOND THE PLEROMA (IN WHICH EXTERNAL REGION THEY TELL US THAT IMAGES WERE MADE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE WITHIN THE PLEROMA), OR THAT THIS WORLD WAS FORMED BY ANY OTHER ONE THAN THE SUPREME GOD. BUT IF IT IS A PLEASANT THING TO OVERTHROW THEM ON EVERY SIDE, AND TO PROVE THEM VENDORS OF FALSEHOOD; LET US SAY, IN OPPOSITION TO THEM, THAT IF THESE THINGS WERE MADE BY THE SAVIOUR TO THE HONOUR OF THOSE WHICH ARE ABOVE, AFTER THEIR LIKENESS, THEN IT BEHOVED THEM ALWAYS TO ENDURE, THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN HONOURED SHOULD PERPETUALLY CONTINUE IN HONOUR. BUT IF THEY DO IN FACT PASS AWAY, WHAT IS THE USE OF THIS VERY BRIEF PERIOD OF HONOUR, AN HONOUR WHICH AT ONE TIME HAD NO EXISTENCE, AND WHICH SHALL AGAIN COME TO NOTHING? IN THAT CASE I SHALL PROVE THAT THE SAVIOUR IS RATHER AN ASPIRANT AFTER VAINGLORY, THAN(1) ONE WHO HONOURS THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE, FOR WHAT HONOUR CAN THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE TEMPORAL CONFER ON SUCH AS ARE ETERNAL AND ENDURE FOR EVER? OR THOSE WHICH PASS AWAY ON SUCH AS REMAIN? OR THOSE WHICH ARE CORRUPTIBLE ON SUCH AS ARE INCORRUPTIBLE?--SINCE, EVEN AMONG MEN WHO ARE THEMSELVES MORTAL, THERE IS NO VALUE ATTACHED TO THAT HONOUR WHICH SPEEDILY PASSES AWAY, BUT TO THAT WHICH ENDURES AS LONG AS IT POSSIBLY CAN. BUT THOSE THINGS WHICH, AS SOON AS THEY ARE MADE, COME TO AN END, MAY JUSTLY BE SAID RATHER TO HAVE BEEN FORMED FOR THE CONTEMPT OF SUCH AS ARE THOUGHT TO BE HONOURED BY THEM; AND THAT THAT WHICH IS ETERNAL IS CONTUMELIOUSLY TREATED WHEN ITS IMAGE IS CORRUPTED AND DISSOLVED. BUT WHAT IF THEIR MOTHER HAD NOT WEPT, AND LAUGHED, AND BEEN INVOLVED IN DESPAIR? THE SAVIOUR WOULD NOT THEN HAVE POSSESSED ANY MEANS OF HONOURING THE FULNESS, INASMUCH AS HER LAST STATE OF CONFUSION(2) DID NOT HAVE SUBSTANCE OF ITS OWN BY WHICH IT MIGHT HONOUR THE PROPATOR. 
2. ALAS FOR THE HONOUR OF VAINGLORY WHICH AT ONCE PASSES AWAY, AND NO LONGER APPEARS! THERE WILL BE SOME(3) AEON, IN WHOSE CASE SUCH HONOUR WILL NOT BE THOUGHT AT ALL TO HAVE HAD AN EXISTENCE, AND THEN THE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE WILL BE UNHONOURED; OR IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO PRODUCE ONCE MORE ANOTHER MOTHER WEEPING, AND IN DESPAIR, IN ORDER TO THE HONOUR OF THE PLEROMA. WHAT A DISSIMILAR, AND AT THE SAME TIME BLASPHEMOUS IMAGE! DO YOU TELL ME THAT AN IMAGE OF THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN WAS PRODUCED BY THE FORMER(4) OF THE WORLD, WHOM(5) AGAIN YE WISH TO BE CONSIDERED THE NOUS (MIND) OF THE FATHER OF ALL, AND [YET MAINTAIN] THAT THIS IMAGE WAS IGNORANT OF ITSELF, IGNORANT OF CREATION,--IGNORANT, TOO, OF THE MOTHER,--IGNORANT OF EVERYTHING THAT EXISTS, AND OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE MADE BY IT; AND ARE YOU NOT ASHAMED WHILE, IN OPPOSITION TO YOURSELVES, YOU ASCRIBE IGNORANCE EVEN TO THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN HIMSELF? FOR IF THESE THINGS [BELOW] WERE MADE BY THE SAVIOUR AFTER THE SIMILITUDE OF THOSE WHICH ARE ABOVE, WHILE HE (THE DEMIURGE) WHO WAS MADE AFTER SUCH SIMILITUDE WAS IN SO GREAT IGNORANCE, IT NECESSARILY FOLLOWS THAT AROUND HIM, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIM, AFTER WHOSE LIKENESS BE THAT IS THUS IGNORANT WAS FORMED, IGNORANCE OF THE KIND IN QUESTION SPIRITUALLY EXISTS. FOR IT IS NOT POSSIBLE, SINCE BOTH WERE PRODUCED SPIRITUALLY, AND NEITHER FASHIONED NOR COMPOSED, THAT IN SOME THE LIKENESS WAS PRESERVED, WHILE IN OTHERS THE LIKENESS OF THE IMAGE WAS SPOILED, THAT IMAGE WHICH WAS HERE PRODUCED THAT IT MIGHT BE ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF THAT PRODUCTION WHICH IS ABOVE. BUT IF IT IS NOT SIMILAR, THE CHARGE WILL THEN ATTACH TO THE SAVIOUR, WHO PRODUCED A DISSIMILAR IMAGE, OF BEING, SO TO SPEAK, AN INCOMPETENT WORKMAN. FOR IT IS OUT OF THEIR POWER TO AFFIRM THAT THE SAVIOUR HAD NOT THE FACULTY OF PRODUCTION, SINCE THEY STYLE HIM ALL THINGS. IF, THEN, THE IMAGE IS DISSIMILAR, HE IS A POOR WORKMAN, AND THE BLAME LIES, ACCORDING TO THEIR HYPOTHESIS, WITH THE SAVIOUR. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, IT IS SIMILAR, THEN THE SAME IGNORANCE WILL BE FOUND TO EXIST IN THE NOUS (MIND) OF THEIR PROPATOR, THAT IS, IN THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN. THE NOUS OF THE FATHER, IN THAT CASE, WAS IGNORANT OF HIMSELF; IGNORANT, TOO, OF THE FATHER; IGNORANT, MOREOVER, OF THOSE VERY THINGS WHICH WERE FORMED BY HIM. BUT IF HE HAS KNOWLEDGE, IT NECESSARILY FOLLOWS ALSO THAT HE WHO WAS FORMED AFTER HIS LIKENESS BY THE SAVIOUR SHOULD KNOW THE THINGS WHICH ARE LIKE; AND THUS, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN PRINCIPLES, THEIR MONSTROUS BLASPHEMY IS OVERTHROWN. 
3. APART FROM THIS, HOWEVER, HOW CAN THOSE THINGS WHICH BELONG TO CREATION, VARIOUS, MANIFOLD, AND INNUMERABLE AS THEY ARE, BE THE IMAGES OF THOSE THIRTY AEONS WHICH ARE WITHIN THE PLEROMA, WHOSE NAMES, AS THESE MEN FIX THEM, I HAVE SET FORTH IN THE BOOK WHICH PRECEDES THIS? AND NOT ONLY WILL THEY BE UNABLE TO ADAPT THE [VAST] VARIETY OF CREATION AT LARGE TO THE [COMPARATIVE] SMALLNESS OF THEIR PLEROMA, BUT THEY CANNOT DO THIS EVEN WITH RESPECT TO ANY ONE PART OF IT, WHETHER [THAT POSSESSED BY] CELESTIAL OR TERRESTRIAL BEINGS, OR THOSE THAT LIVE IN THE WATERS. FOR THEY THEMSELVES TESTIFY THAT THEIR PLEROMA CONSISTS OF THIRTY AEONS; BUT ANY ONE WILL UNDERTAKE TO SHOW THAT, IN A SINGLE DEPARTMENT OF THOSE [CREATED BEINGS] WHICH HAVE BEEN MENTIONED, THEY RECKON THAT THERE ARE NOT THIRTY, BUT MANY THOUSANDS OF SPECIES. HOW THEN CAN THOSE THINGS, WHICH CONSTITUTE SUCH A MULTIFORM CREATION, WHICH ARE OPPOSED IN NATURE TO EACH OTHER, AND DISAGREE AMONG THEMSELVES, AND DESTROY THE ONE THE OTHER, BE THE IMAGES AND LIKENESSES OF THE THIRTY AEONS OF THE PLEROMA, IF INDEED, AS THEY DECLARE, THESE BEING POSSESSED OF ONE NATURE, ARE OF EQUAL AND SIMILAR PROPERTIES, AND EXHIBIT NO DIFFERENCES [AMONG THEMSELVES]? FOR IT WAS INCUMBENT, IF THESE THINGS ARE IMAGES OF THOSE AEONS,--INASMUCH AS THEY DECLARE THAT SOME MEN ARE WICKED BY NATURE, AND SOME, ON THE OTHER HAND, NATURALLY GOOD,--TO POINT OUT SUCH DIFFERENCES ALSO AMONG THEIR AEONS, AND TO MAINTAIN THAT SOME OF THEM WERE PRODUCED NATURALLY GOOD, WHILE SOME WERE NATURALLY EVIL, SO THAT THE SUPPOSITION OF THE LIKENESS OF THOSE THINGS MIGHT HARMONIZE WITH THE AEONS. MOREOVER, SINCE THERE ARE IN THE WORLD SOME CREATURES THAT ARE GENTLE, AND OTHERS THAT ARE FIERCE, SOME THAT ARE INNOCUOUS, WHILE OTHERS ARE HURTFUL AND DESTROY THE REST; SOME HAVE THEIR ABODE ON THE EARTH, OTHERS IN THE WATER, OTHERS IN THE AIR, AND OTHERS IN THE HEAVEN; IN LIKE MANNER, THEY ARE BOUND TO SHOW THAT THE AEONS POSSESS SUCH PROPERTIES, IF INDEED THE ONE ARE THE IMAGES OF THE OTHERS. AND BESIDES; "THE ETERNAL FIRE WHICH THE FATHER HAS PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS,"(2)  THEY OUGHT TO SHOW OF WHICH OF THOSE AEONS THAT ARE ABOVE IT IS THE IMAGE; FOR IT, TOO, IS RECKONED PART OF THE CREATION. 
4. IF, HOWEVER, THEY SAY THAT THESE THINGS ARE THE IMAGES OF THE ENTHYMESIS OF THAT AEON WHO FELL INTO PASSION, THEN, FIRST OF ALL, THEY WILL ACT IMPIOUSLY AGAINST THEIR MOTHER, BY DECLARING HER TO BE THE FIRST CAUSE OF EVIL AND CORRUPTIBLE IMAGES. AND THEN, AGAIN, HOW CAN THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE MANIFOLD, AND DISSIMILAR, AND CONTRARY IN THEIR NATURE, BE THE IMAGES OF ONE AND THE SAME BEING? AND IF THEY SAY THAT THE ANGELS OF THE PLEROMA ARE NUMEROUS, AND THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE MANY ARE THE IMAGES OF THESE--NOT IN THIS WAY EITHER WILL THE ACCOUNT THEY GIVE BE SATISFACTORY. FOR, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THEY ARE THEN BOUND TO POINT OUT DIFFERENCES AMONG THE ANGELS OF THE PLEROMA, WHICH ARE MUTUALLY OPPOSED TO EACH OTHER, EVEN AS THE IMAGES EXISTING BELOW ARE OF A CONTRARY NATURE AMONG THEMSELVES. AND THEN, AGAIN, SINCE THERE ARE MANY, YEA, INNUMERABLE ANGELS WHO SURROUND THE CREATOR, AS ALL THE PROPHETS ACKNOWLEDGE,--[SAYING, FOR INSTANCE,] "TEN THOUSAND TIMES TEN THOUSAND STOOD BESIDE HIM, AND MANY THOUSANDS OF THOUSANDS MINISTERED UNTO HIM,"(2)--THEN, ACCORDING(3) TO THEM, THE ANGELS OF THE PLEROMA WILL HAVE AS IMAGES THE ANGELS OF THE CREATOR, AND THE ENTIRE CREATION REMAINS IN THE IMAGE OF THE PLEROMA, BUT SO THAT THE THIRTY AEONS NO LONGER CORRESPOND TO THE MANIFOLD VARIETY OF THE CREATION. 
5. STILL FURTHER, IF THESE THINGS [BELOW] WERE MADE AFTER THE SIMILITUDE OF THOSE [ABOVE], AFTER THE LIKENESS OF WHICH AGAIN WILL THOSE THEN BE MADE? FOR IF THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD DID NOT FORM THESE THINGS DIRECTLY FROM HIS OWN(4) CONCEPTION, BUT, LIKE AN ARCHITECT OF NO ABILITY, OR A BOY RECEIVING HIS FIRST LESSON, COPIED THEM FROM ARCHETYPES FURNISHED BY OTHERS, THEN WHENCE DID THEIR BYTHUS OBTAIN THE FORMS OF THAT CREATION WHICH HE AT FIRST PRODUCED? IT CLEARLY FOLLOWS THAT HE MUST HAVE RECEIVED THE MODEL FROM SOME OTHER ONE WHO IS ABOVE HIM, AND THAT ONE, IN TURN, FROM ANOTHER. AND NONE THE LESS [FOR THESE SUPPOSITIONS], THE TALK ABOUT IMAGES, AS ABOUT GODS, WILL EXTEND TO INFINITY, IF WE DO NOT AT ONCE FIX OUR MIND ON ONE ARTIFICER, AND ON ONE GOD, WHO OF HIMSELF FORMED THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN CREATED. OR IS IT REALLY THE CASE THAT, IN REGARD TO MERE MEN, ONE WILL ALLOW THAT THEY HAVE OF THEMSELVES INVENTED WHAT IS USEFUL FOR THE PURPOSES OF LIFE, BUT WILL NOT GRANT TO THAT GOD WHO FORMED THE WORLD, THAT OF HIMSELF HE CREATED THE FORMS OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE, AND IMPARTED TO IT ITS ORDERLY ARRANGEMENT? 
6. BUT, AGAIN, HOW CAN THESE THINGS [BELOW] BE IMAGES OF THOSE [ABOVE], SINCE THEY ARE REALLY CONTRARY TO THEM, AND CAN IN NO RESPECT HAVE SYMPATHY WITH THEM? FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE CONTRARY TO EACH OTHER MAY INDEED BE DESTRUCTIVE OF THOSE TO WHICH THEY ARE CONTRARY, BUT CAN BY NO MEANS BE THEIR IMAGES--AS, FOR INSTANCE, WATER AND FIRE; OR, AGAIN, LIGHT AND DARKNESS, AND OTHER SUCH THINGS, CAN NEVER BE THE IMAGES OF ONE ANOTHER. IN LIKE MANNER, NEITHER CAN THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE CORRUPTIBLE AND EARTHLY, AND OF A COMPOUND NATURE, AND TRANSITORY, BE THE IMAGES OF THOSE WHICH, ACCORDING TO THESE MEN, ARE SPIRITUAL; UNLESS THESE VERY THINGS THEMSELVES BE ALLOWED TO BE COMPOUND, LIMITED IN SPACE, AND OF A DEFINITE SHAPE, AND THUS NO LONGER SPIRITUAL, AND DIFFUSED, AND SPREADING INTO VAST EXTENT, AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE. FOR THEY MUST OF NECESSITY BE POSSESSED OF A DEFINITE FIGURE, AND CONFINED WITHIN CERTAIN LIMITS, THAT THEY MAY BE TRUE IMAGES; AND THEN IT IS DECIDED THAT THEY ARE NOT SPIRITUAL. IF, HOWEVER, THESE MEN MAINTAIN THAT THEY ARE SPIRITUAL, AND DIFFUSED, AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE, HOW CAN THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE POSSESSED OF FIGURE, AND CONFINED WITHIN CERTAIN LIMITS, BE THE IMAGES OF SUCH AS ARE DESTITUTE OF FIGURE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE? 
7. IF, AGAIN, THEY AFFIRM THAT NEITHER ACCORDING TO CONFIGURATION NOR FORMATION, BUT ACCORDING TO NUMBER AND THE ORDER OF PRODUCTION, THOSE THINGS [ABOVE] ARE THE IMAGES [OF THESE BELOW], THEN, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THESE THINGS [BELOW] OUGHT NOT TO BE SPOKEN OF AS IMAGES AND LIKENESSES OF THOSE AEONS THAT ARE ABOVE. FOR HOW CAN THE THINGS WHICH HAVE NEITHER THE FASHION NOR SHAPE OF THOSE [ABOVE] BE THEIR IMAGES? AND, IN THE NEXT PLACE, THEY WOULD ADAPT BOTH THE NUMBERS AND PRODUCTIONS OF THE AEONS ABOVE, SO AS TO RENDER THEM IDENTICAL WITH AND SIMILAR TO THOSETH AT BELONG TO THE CREATION [BELOW]. BUT NOW, SINCE THEY REFER TO ONLY THIRTY AEONS, AND DECLARE THAT THE VAST MULTITUDE OF THINGS WHICH ARE EMBRACED WITHIN THE CREATION [BELOW] ARE IMAGES OF THOSE THAT ARE BUT THIRTY, WE MAY JUSTLY CONDEMN THEM AS UTTERLY DESTITUTE OF SENSE. 
CHAP. VIII.--CREATED THINGS ARE NOT A SHADOW OF THE PLEROMA. 
1. IF, AGAIN, THEY DECLARE THAT THESE THINGS [BELOW] ARE A SHADOW OF THOSE [ABOVE], AS SOME OF THEM ARE BOLD ENOUGH TO MAINTAIN, SO THAT IN THIS RESPECT THEY ARE IMAGES, THEN IT WILL BE NECESSARY FOR THEM TO ALLOW THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE ARE POSSESSED OF BODIES. FOR THOSE BODIES WHICH ARE ABOVE DO CAST A SHADOW, BUT SPIRITUAL SUBSTANCES DO NOT, SINCE THEY CAN IN NO DEGREE DARKEN OTHERS. IF, HOWEVER, WE ALSO GRANT THEM THIS POINT (THOUGH IT IS, IN FACT, AN IMPOSSIBILITY), THAT THERE IS A SHADOW BELONGING TO THOSE ESSENCES WHICH ARE SPIRITUAL AND LUCENT, INTO WHICH THEY DECLARE THEIR MOTHER DESCENDED; YET, SINCE THOSE THINGS [WHICH ARE ABOVE] ARE ETERNAL, AND THAT SHADOW WHICH IS CAST BY THEM ENDURES FOR EVER, [IT FOLLOWS THAT] THESE THINGS [BELOW] ARE ALSO NOT TRANSITORY, BUT ENDURE ALONG WITH THOSE WHICH CAST THEIR SHADOW OVER THEM. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, THESE THINGS [BELOW] ARE TRANSITORY, IT IS A NECESSARY CONSEQUENCE THAT THOSE [ABOVE] ALSO, OF WHICH THESE ARE THE SHADOW, PASS AWAY; WHILE; IF THEY ENDURE, THEIR SHADOW LIKEWISE ENDURES. 
2. IF, HOWEVER, THEY MAINTAIN THAT THE SHADOW SPOKEN OF DOES NOT EXIST AS BEING PRODUCED BY THE SHADE OF [THOSE ABOVE], BUT SIMPLY IN THIS RESPECT, THAT [THE THINGS BELOW] ARE FAR SEPARATED FROM THOSE [ABOVE], THEY WILL THEN CHARGE THE LIGHT OF THEIR FATHER WITH WEAKNESS AND INSUFFICIENCY, AS IF IT CANNOT EXTEND SO FAR AS THESE THINGS, BUT FAILS TO FILL THAT WHICH IS EMPTY, AND TO DISPEL THE SHADOW, AND THAT WHEN NO ONE IS OFFERING ANY HINDRANCE. FOR, ACCORDING TO THEM, THE LIGHT OF THEIR FATHER WILL BE CHANGED INTO DARKNESS AND BURIED IN OBSCURITY, AND WILL COME TO AN END IN THOSE PLACES WHICH ARE CHARACTERIZED BY EMPTINESS, SINCE IT CANNOT PENETRATE AND FILL ALL THINGS. LET THEM THEN NO LONGER DECLARE THAT THEIR BYTHUS IS THE FULNESS OF ALL THINGS, IF INDEED HE HAS NEITHER FILLED NOR ILLUMINATED THAT WHICH IS VACUUM AND SHADOW; OR, ON THE OTHER HAND, LET THEM CEASE TALKING OF VACUUM AND SHADOW, IF THE LIGHT OF THEIR FATHER DOES IN TRUTH FILL ALL THINGS. 
3. BEYOND THE PRIMARY FATHER, THEN--THAT IS, THE GOD WHO IS OVER ALL--THERE CAN NEITHER BE ANY PLEROMA INTO WHICH THEY DECLARE THE ENTHYMESIS OF THAT AEON WHO SUFFERED PASSION, DESCENDED (SO THAT THE PLEROMA ITSELF, OR THE PRIMARY GOD, SHOULD NOT BE LIMITED AND CIRCUMSCRIBED BY THAT WHICH IS BEYOND, AND SHOULD, IN FACT, BE CONTAINED BY IT); NOR CAN VACUUM OR SHADOW HAVE ANY EXISTENCE, SINCE THE FATHER EXISTS BEFOREHAND, SO THAT HIS LIGHT CANNOT FAIL, AND FIND END IN A VACUUM. IT IS, MOREOVER, IRRATIONAL AND IMPIOUS TO CONCEIVE OF A PLACE IN WHICH HE WHO IS, ACCORDING TO THEM, PROPATOR, AND PROARCHE, AND FATHER OF ALL, AND OF THIS PLEROMA, CEASES AND HAS AN END. NOR, AGAIN, IS IT ALLOWABLE, FOR THE REASONS(1) ALREADY STATED, TO ALLEGE THAT SOME OTHER BEING FORMED SO VAST A CREATION IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, EITHER WITH OR WITHOUT HIS CONSENT. FOR IT IS EQUALLY IMPIOUS AND INFATUATED TO AFFIRM THAT SO GREAT A CREATION WAS(2) FORMED BY ANGELS, OR BY SOME PARTICULAR PRODUCTION IGNORANT OF THE TRUE GOD IN THAT TERRITORY WHICH IS HIS OWN. NOR IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE EARTHLY AND MATERIAL COULD HAVE BEEN FORMED WITHIN THEIR PLEROMA, SINCE THAT IS WHOLLY SPIRITUAL. AND FURTHER, IT IS NOT EVEN POSSIBLE THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH BELONG TO A MULTIFORM CREATION, AND HAVE BEEN FORMED WITH MUTUALLY OPPOSITE QUALITIES [COULD HAVE BEEN CREATED] AFTER THE IMAGE OF THE THINGS ABOVE, SINCE THESE (I.E., THE AEONS) ARE SAID TO BE FEW, AND OF A LIKE FORMATION, AND HOMOGENEOUS. THEIR TALK, TOO, ABOUT THE SHADOW OF KENOMA--THAT IS, OF A VACUUM--HAS IN ALL POINTS TURNED OUT FALSE. THEIR FIGMENT, THEN, [IN WHAT WAY SOEVER VIEWED,] HAS BEEN PROVED GROUNDLESS,(3) AND THEIR DOCTRINES UNTENABLE. EMPTY, TOO, ARE THOSE WHO LISTEN TO THEM, AND ARE VERILY DESCENDING INTO THE ABYSS OF PERDITION. 
CHAP. IX.--THERE IS BUT ONE CREATOR OF THE WORLD, GOD THE FATHER: THIS THE CONSTANT BELIEF OF THE CHURCH. 
1. THAT GOD IS THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD IS ACCEPTED EVEN BY THOSE VERY PERSONS WHO IN MANY WAYS SPEAK AGAINST HIM, AND YET ACKNOWLEDGE HIM, STYLING HIM THE CREATOR, AND AN ANGEL, NOT TO MENTION THAT ALL THE SCRIPTURES CALL OUT [TO THE SAME EFFECT], AND THE LORD TEACHES US OF THIS FATHER(4) WHO IS IN HEAVEN, AND NO OTHER, AS I SHALL SHOW IN THE SEQUEL OF THIS WORK. FOR THE PRESENT, HOWEVER, THAT PROOF WHICH IS DERIVED FROM THOSE WHO ALLEGE DOCTRINES OPPOSITE TO OURS, IS OF ITSELF SUFFICIENT,--ALL MEN, IN FACT, CONSENTING TO THIS TRUTH: THE ANCIENTS ON THEIR PART PRESERVING WITH SPECIAL CARE, FROM THE TRADITION OF THE FIRST-FORMED MAN, THIS PERSUASION, WHILE THEY CELEBRATE THE PRAISES OF ONE GOD, THE MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH; OTHERS, AGAIN, AFTER THEM, BEING REMINDED OF THIS FACT BY THE PROPHETS OF GOD, WHILE THE VERY HEATHEN LEARNED IT FROM CREATION ITSELF. FOR EVEN CREATION REVEALS HIM WHO FORMED IT, AND THE VERY WORK MADE SUGGESTS HIM WHO MADE IT, AND THE WORLD MANIFESTS HIM WHO ORDERED IT. THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH, MOREOVER, THROUGH THE WHOLE WORLD, HAS RECEIVED THIS TRADITION FROM THE APOSTLES. 
2. THIS GOD, THEN, BEING ACKNOWLEDGED, AS I HAVE SAID, AND RECEIVING TESTIMONY FROM ALL TO THE FACT OF HIS EXISTENCE, THAT FATHER WHOM THEY CONJURE INTO EXISTENCE IS BEYOND DOUBT UNTENABLE, AND HAS NO WITNESSES [TO HIS EXISTENCE]. SIMON MAGUS WAS THE FIRST WHO SAID THAT HE HIMSELF WAS GOD OVER ALL, AND THAT THE WORLD WAS FORMED BY HIS ANGELS. THEN THOSE WHO SUCCEEDED HIM, AS I HAVE SHOWN IN THE FIRST BOOK,(5) BY THEIR SEVERAL OPINIONS, STILL FURTHER DEPRAVED [HIS TEACHING] THROUGH THEIR IMPIOUS AND IRRELIGIOUS DOCTRINES AGAINST THE CREATOR. THESE [HERETICS NOW REFERRED TO],(6) BEING THE DISCIPLES OF THOSE MENTIONED, RENDER SUCH AS ASSENT TO THEM WORSE THAN THE HEATHEN. FOR THE FORMER "SERVE THE CREATURE RATHER THAN THE CREATOR,"(7) AND "THOSE WHICH ARE NOT GODS,"(8) NOTWITHSTANDING THAT THEY ASCRIBE THE FIRST PLACE IN DEITY TO THAT GOD WHO WAS THE MAKER OF THIS UNIVERSE. BUT THE LATTER MAINTAIN THAT HE, [I.E., THE CREATOR OF THIS WORLD,] IS THE FRUIT OF A DEFECT, AND DESCRIBE HIM AS BEING OF AN ANIMAL NATURE, AND AS NOT KNOWING THAT POWER WHICH IS ABOVE HIM, WHILE HE ALSO EXCLAIMS, "I AM GOD, AND BESIDES ME THERE IS NO OTHER GOD."(9) AFFIRMING THAT HE LIES, THEY ARE THEMSELVES LIARS, ATTRIBUTING ALL SORTS OF WICKEDNESS TO HIM; AND CONCEIVING OF ONE WHO IS NOT ABOVE THIS BEING AS REALLY HAVING AN EXISTENCE, THEY ARE THUS CONVICTED BY THEIR OWN VIEWS OF BLASPHEMY AGAINST THAT GOD WHO REALLY EXISTS, WHILE THEY CONJURE INTO EXISTENCE A GOD WHO HAS NO EXISTENCE, TO THEIR OWN CONDEMNATION. AND THUS, THOSE WHO DECLARE THEMSELVES "PERFECT," AND AS BEING POSSESSED OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL THINGS, ARE FOUND TO BE WORSE THAN THE HEATHEN, AND TO ENTERTAIN MORE BLASPHEMOUS OPINIONS EVEN AGAINST THEIR OWN CREATOR. 
CHAP. X.--PERVERSE INTERPRETATIONS OF SCRIPTURE BY THE HERETICS: GOD CREATED ALL THINGS OUT OF NOTHING, AND NOT FROM PRE-EXISTENT MATTER. 
1. IT IS THEREFORE IN THE HIGHEST DEGREE IRRATIONAL, THAT WE SHOULD TAKE NO ACCOUNT OF HIM WHO IS TRULY GOD, AND WHO RECEIVES TESTIMONY FROM ALL, WHILE WE INQUIRE WHETHER THERE IS ABOVE HIM THAT [OTHER BEING] WHO REALLY HAS NO EXISTENCE, AND HAS NEVER BEEN PROCLAIMED BY ANY ONE. FOR THAT NOTHING HAS BEEN CLEARLY SPOKEN REGARDING HIM, THEY THEMSELVES FURNISH TESTIMONY; FOR SINCE THEY, WITH WRETCHED SUCCESS, TRANSFER TO THAT BEING WHO HAS BEEN CONCEIVED OF BY THEM, THOSE PARABLES [OF SCRIPTURE] WHICH, WHATEVER THE FORM IN WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN SPOKEN, ARE SOUGHT AFTER [FOR THIS PURPOSE], IT IS MANIFEST THAT THEY NOW GENERATE ANOTHER [GOD], WHO WAS NEVER PREVIOUSLY SOUGHT AFTER. FOR BY THE FACT THAT THEY THUS ENDEAVOUR TO EXPLAIN AMBIGUOUS PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE (AMBIGUOUS, HOWEVER, NOT AS IF REFERRING TO ANOTHER GOD, BUT AS REGARDS THE DISPENSATIONS OF [THE TRUE] GOD), THEY HAVE CONSTRUCTED ANOTHER GOD, WEAVING, AS I SAID BEFORE, ROPES OF SAND, AND AFFIXING A MORE IMPORTANT TO A LESS IMPORTANT QUESTION. FOR NO QUESTION CAN BE SOLVED BY MEANS OF ANOTHER WHICH ITSELF AWAITS SOLUTION; NOR, IN THE OPINION OF THOSE POSSESSED OF SENSE, CAN AN AMBIGUITY BE EXPLAINED BY MEANS OF ANOTHER AMBIGUITY, OR ENIGMAS BY MEANS OF ANOTHER GREATER ENIGMA, BUT THINGS OF SUCH CHARACTER RECEIVE THEIR SOLUTION FROM THOSE WHICH ARE MANIFEST, AND CONSISTENT AND CLEAR. 
2. BUT THESE [HERETICS], WHILE STRIVING TO EXPLAIN PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE AND PARABLES, BRING FORWARD ANOTHER MORE IMPORTANT, AND INDEED IMPIOUS QUESTION, TO THIS EFFECT, "WHETHER THERE BE REALLY ANOTHER GOD ABOVE THAT GOD WHO WAS THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD?" THEY ARE NOT IN THE WAY OF SOLVING THE QUESTIONS [WHICH THEY PROPOSE]; FOR HOW COULD THEY FIND MEANS OF DOING SO? BUT THEY APPEND AN IMPORTANT QUESTION TO ONE OF LESS CONSEQUENCE, AND THUS INSERT [IN THEIR SPECULATIONS] A DIFFICULTY INCAPABLE OF SOLUTION. FOR IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY(1) KNOW "KNOWLEDGE" ITSELF (YET NOT LEARNING THIS FACT, THAT THE LORD, WHEN THIRTY YEARS OLD, CAME TO THE BAPTISM OF TRUTH), THEY DO IMPIOUSLY DESPISE THAT GOD WHO WAS THE CREATOR, AND WHO SENT HIM FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN. AND THAT THEY MAY BE DEEMED CAPABLE OF INFORMING US WHENCE IS THE SUBSTANCE OF MATTER, WHILE THEY BELIEVE NOT THAT GOD, ACCORDING TO HIS PLEASURE, IN THE EXERCISE OF HIS OWN WILL AND POWER, FORMED ALL THINGS (SO THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH NOW ARE SHOULD HAVE AN EXISTENCE) OUT OF WHAT DID NOT PREVIOUSLY EXIST, THEY HAVE COLLECTED [A MULTITUTE OF] VAIN DISCOURSES. THEY THUS TRULY REVEAL THEIR INFIDELITY; THEY DO NOT BELIEVE IN THAT WHICH REALLY EXISTS, AND THEY HAVE FALLEN AWAY INTO [THE BELIEF OF] THAT WHICH HAS, IN FACT, NO EXISTENCE. 
3. FOR, WHEN THEY TELL US THAT ALL MOIST SUBSTANCE PROCEEDED FROM THE TEARS OF ACHAMOTH, ALL LUCID SUBSTANCE FROM HER SMILE, ALL SOLID SUBSTANCE FROM HER SADNESS, ALL MOBILE SUBSTANCE FROM HER TERROR, AND THAT THUS THEY HAVE SUBLIME KNOWLEDGE ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH THEY ARE SUPERIOR TO OTHERS, HOW CAN THESE THINGS FAIL TO BE REGARDED AS WORTHY OF CONTEMPT, AND TRULY RIDICULOUS? THEY DO NOT BELIEVE THAT GOD (BEING POWERFUL, AND RICH IN ALL RESOURCES) CREATED MATTER ITSELF, INASMUCH AS THEY KNOW NOT HOW MUCH A SPIRITUAL AND DIVINE ESSENCE CAN ACCOMPLISH. BUT THEY DO BELIEVE THAT THEIR MOTHER, WHOM THEY STYLE A FEMALE FROM A FEMALE, PRODUCED FROM HER PASSIONS AFORESAID THE SO VAST MATERIAL SUBSTANCE OF CREATION. THEY INQUIRE, TOO, WHENCE THE SUBSTANCE OF CREATION WAS SUPPLIED TO THE CREATOR; BUT THEY DO NOT INQUIRE WHENCE [WERE SUPPLIED] TO THEIR MOTHER (WHOM THEY CALL THE ENTHYMESIS AND IMPULSE OF THE AEON THAT WENT ASTRAY) SO GREAT A NUMBER OF TEARS, OR PERSPIRATION, OR SADNESS, OR THAT WHICH PRODUCED THE REMAINDER OF MATTER. 
4. FOR, TO ATTRIBUTE THE SUBSTANCE OF CREATED THINGS TO THE POWER AND WILL OF HIM WHO IS GOD OF ALL, IS WORTHY BOTH OF CREDIT AND ACCEPTANCE. IT IS ALSO AGREEABLE [TO REASON], AND THERE MAY BE WELL SAID REGARDING SUCH A BELIEF, THAT "THE THINGS WHICH ARE IMPOSSIBLE WITH MEN ARE POSSIBLE WITH GOD."(2) WHILE MEN, INDEED, CANNOT MAKE ANYTHING OUT OF NOTHING, BUT ONLY OUT OF MATTER ALREADY EXISTING, YET GOD IS IN THIS POINT PREEMINENTLY SUPERIOR TO MEN, THAT HE HIMSELF CALLED INTO BEING THE SUBSTANCE OF HIS CREATION, WHEN PREVIOUSLY IT HAD NO EXISTENCE. BUT THE ASSERTION THAT MATTER WAS PRODUCED FROM THE ENTHYMESIS OF AN AEON GOING ASTRAY, AND THAT THE AEON [REFERRED TO] WAS FAR SEPARATED FROM HER ENTHYMESIS, AND THAT, AGAIN, HER PASSION AND FEELING, APART FROM HERSELF, BECAME MATTER--IS INCREDIBLE, INFATUATED, IMPOSSIBLE, AND UNTENABLE. 
CHAP. XI.--THE HERETICS, FROM THEIR DISBELIEF OF THE TRUTH, HAVE FALLEN INTO AN ABYSS OF ERROR: REASONS FOR INVESTIGATING THEIR SYSTEMS. 
1. THEY DO NOT BELIEVE THAT HE, WHO IS GOD ABOVE ALL, FORMED BY HIS WORD, IN HIS OWN TERRITORY, AS HE HIMSELF PLEASED, THE VARIOUS AND DIVERSIFIED [WORKS OF CREATION WHICH EXIST], INASMUCH AS HE IS THE FORMER OF ALL THINGS, LIKE A WISE ARCHITECT, AND A MOST POWERFUL MONARCH. BUT THEY BELIEVE THAT ANGELS, OR SOME POWER SEPARATE FROM GOD, AND WHO WAS IGNORANT OF HIM, FORMED THIS UNIVERSE. BY THIS COURSE, THEREFORE, NOT YIELDING CREDIT TO THE TRUTH, BUT WALLOWING IN FALSEHOOD, THEY HAVE LOST THE BREAD OF TRUE LIFE, AND HAVE FALLEN INTO VACUITY(3) AND AN ABYSS OF SHADOW. THEY ARE LIKE THE DOG OF AESOP, WHICH DROPPED THE BREAD, AND MADE AN ATTEMPT AT SEIZING ITS SHADOW, THUS LOSING THE [REAL] FOOD. IT IS EASY TO PROVE FROM THE VERY WORDS OF THE LORD, THAT HE ACKNOWLEDGES ONE FATHER AND CREATOR OF THE WORLD, AND FASHIONER OF MAN, WHO WAS PROCLAIMED BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, WHILE HE KNOWS NO OTHER, AND THAT THIS ONE IS REALLY GOD OVER ALL; AND THAT HE TEACHES THAT THAT ADOPTION OF SONS PERTAINING TO THE FATHER, WHICH IS ETERNAL LIFE, TAKES PLACE THROUGH HIMSELF, CONFERRING IT [AS HE DOES] ON ALL THE RIGHTEOUS. 
2. BUT SINCE THESE MEN DELIGHT IN ATTACKING US, AND IN THEIR TRUE CHARACTER OF CAVILERS ASSAIL US WITH POINTS WHICH REALLY TELL NOT AT ALL AGAINST US, BRINGING FORWARD IN OPPOSITION TO US A MULTITUDE OF PARABLES AND [CAPTIOUS] QUESTIONS, I HAVE THOUGHT IT WELL, ON THE OTHER SIDE, FIRST OF ALL TO PUT TO THEM THE FOLLOWING INQUIRIES CONCERNING THEIR OWN DOCTRINES, TO EXHIBIT THEIR IMPROBABILITY, AND TO PUT AN END TO THEIR AUDACITY. AFTER THIS HAS BEEN DONE, [I INTEND] TO BRING FORWARD THE DISCOURSES OF THE LORD, SO THAT THEY MAY NOT ONLY BE RENDERED DESTITUTE OF THE MEANS OF ATTACKING US, BUT THAT, SINCE THEY WILL BE UNABLE REASONABLY TO REPLY TO THOSE QUESTIONS WHICH ARE PUT, THEY MAY SEE THAT THEIR PLAN OF ARGUMENT IS DESTROYED; SO THAT, EITHER RETURNING TO THE TRUTH, AND HUMBLING THEMSELVES, AND CEASING FROM THEIR MULTIFARIOUS PHANTASIES, THEY MAY PROPITIATE GOD FOR THOSE. BLASPHEMIES THEY HAVE UTTERED AGAINST HIM, AND OBTAIN SALVATION; OR THAT, IF THEY STILL PERSEVERE IN THAT SYSTEM OF VAINGLORY WHICH HAS TAKEN POSSESSION OF THEIR MINDS, THEY MAY AT LEAST FIND IT NECESSARY TO CHANGE THEIR KIND OF ARGUMENT AGAINST US. 
CHAP. XII.--THE TRIACONTAD OF THE HERETICS ERRS BOTH BY DEFECT AND EXCESS: SOPHIA COULD NEVER HAVE PRODUCED ANYTHING APART FROM HER CONSORT; LOGOS AND SIGE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN CONTEMPORARIES. 
1. WE MAY(1) REMARK, IN THE FIRST PLACE, REGARDING THEIR TRIACONTAD, THAT THE WHOLE OF IT MARVELOUSLY FALLS TO RUIN ON BOTH SIDES, THAT IS, BOTH AS RESPECTS DEFECT AND EXCESS. THEY SAY THAT TO INDICATE IT THE LORD CAME TO BE BAPTIZED AT THE AGE OF THIRTY YEARS. BUT THIS ASSERTION REALLY AMOUNTS TO A MANIFEST SUBVERSION OF THEIR ENTIRE ARGUMENT. AS TO DEFECT, THIS HAPPENS AS FOLLOWS: FIRST OF ALL, BECAUSE THEY RECKON THE PROPATOR AMONG THE OTHER AEONS. FOR THE FATHER OF ALL OUGHT NOT TO BE COUNTED WITH OTHER PRODUCTIONS; HE WHO WAS NOT PRODUCED WITH THAT WHICH WAS PRODUCED; HE WHO WAS UNBEGOTTEN WITH THAT WHICH WAS BORN; HE WHOM NO ONE COMPREHENDS WITH THAT WHICH IS COMPREHENDED BY HIM, AND WHO IS ON THIS ACCOUNT [HIMSELF] INCOMPREHENSIBLE; AND HE WHO IS WITHOUT FIGURE WITH THAT WHICH HAS A DEFINITE SHAPE. FOR INASMUCH AS HE IS SUPERIOR TO THE REST, HE OUGHT NOT TO BE NUMBERED WITH THEM, AND THAT SO THAT HE WHO IS IMPASSIBLE AND NOT IN ERROR SHOULD BE RECKONED WITH AN AEON SUBJECT TO PASSION, AND ACTUALLY IN ERROR. FOR I HAVE SHOWN IN THE BOOK WHICH IMMEDIATELY PRECEDES THIS, THAT, BEGINNING WITH BYTHUS, THEY RECKON UP THE TRICONTAD TO SOPHIA, WHOM THEY DESCRIBE AS THE ERRING AEON; AND I HAVE ALSO THERE SET FORTH THE NAMES OF THEIR [AEONS]; BUT IF HE BE NOT RECKONED, THERE ARE NO LONGER, ON THEIR OWN SHOWING, THIRTY PRODUCTIONS OF AEONS, BUT THESE THEN BECOME ONLY TWENTY- NINE. 
2. NEXT, WITH RESPECT TO THE FIRST PRODUCTION ENNOEA, WHOM THEY ALSO TERM SIGE, FROM WHOM AGAIN THEY DESCRIBE NOUS AND ALETHEIA AS HAVING BEEN SENT FORTH, THEY ERR IN BOTH PARTICULARS. FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE THOUGHT (ENNOEA) OF ANY ONE, OR HIS SILENCE (SIGE), SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD APART FROM HIMSELF; AND THAT, BEING SENT FORTH BEYOND HIM, IT SHOULD POSSESS A SPECIAL FIGURE OF ITS OWN. BUT IF THEY ASSERT THAT THE (ENNOEA) WAS NOT SENT FORTH BEYOND HIM, BUT CONTINUED ONE WITH THE PROPATOR, WHY THEN DO THEY RECKON HER WITH THE OTHER AEONS--WITH THOSE WHO WERE NOT ONE [WITH THE FATHER], AND ARE ON THIS ACCOUNT IGNORANT OF HIS GREATNESS? IF, HOWEVER, SHE WAS SO UNITED (LET US TAKE THIS ALSO INTO CONSIDERATION), THERE IS THEN AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY, THAT FROM THIS UNITED AND INSEPARABLE CONJUNCTION, WHICH CONSTITUTES BUT ONE BEING, THERE(2) SHOULD PROCEED AN UNSEPARATED AND UNITED PRODUCTION, SO THAT IT SHOULD NOT BE DISSIMILAR TO HIM WHO SENT IT FORTH. BUT IF THIS BE SO, THEN JUST AS BYTHUS AND SIGE, SO ALSO NOUS AND ALETHEIA WILL FORM ONE AND THE SAME BEING, EVER CLEAVING MUTUALLY TOGETHER. AND INASMUCH AS THE ONE CANNOT BE CONCEIVED OF WITHOUT THE OTHER, JUST AS WATER CANNOT [BE CONCEIVED OF] WITHOUT [THE THOUGHT OF] MOISTURE, OR FIRE WITHOUT [THE THOUGHT OF] HEAT, OR A STONE WITHOUT [THE THOUGHT] OF HARDNESS (FOR THESE THINGS ARE MUTUALLY BOUND TOGETHER, AND THE ONE CANNOT BE SEPARATED FROM THE OTHER, BUT ALWAYS CO-EXISTS WITH IT), SO IT BEHOOVES BYTHUS TO BE UNITED IN THE SAME WAY WITH ENNOEA, AND NOUS WITH ALETHEIA. LOGOS AND ZOE AGAIN, AS BEING SENT FORTH BY THOSE THAT ARE THUS UNITED, OUGHT THEMSELVES TO BE UNITED, AND TO CONSTITUTE ONLY ONE BEING. BUT, ACCORDING TO SUCH A PROCESS OF REASONING, HOMO AND ECCLESIA TOO, AND INDEED ALL THE REMAINING CONJUNCTIONS OF THE AEONS PRODUCED, OUGHT TO BE UNITED, AND ALWAYS TO COEXIST, THE ONE WITH THE OTHER. FOR THERE IS A NECESSITY IN THEIR OPINION, THAT A FEMALE AEON SHOULD EXIST SIDE BY SIDE WITH A MALE ONE, INASMUCH AS SHE IS, SO TO SPEAK, [THE FORTHPUTTING OF] HIS AFFECTION. 
3. THESE THINGS BEING SO, AND SUCH OPINIONS BEING PROCLAIMED BY THEM, THEY AGAIN VENTURE, WITHOUT A BLUSH, TO TEACH THAT THE YOUNGER AEON OF THE DUODECAD, WHOM THEY ALSO STYLE SOPHIA, DID, APART FROM UNION WITH HER CONSORT, WHOM THEY CALL THELETUS, ENDURE PASSION, AND SEPARATELY, WITHOUT ANY ASSISTANCE FROM HIM, GAVE BIRTH TO A PRODUCTION WHICH THEY NAME "A FEMALE FROM A FEMALE." THEY THUS RUSH INTO SUCH UTTER FRENZY, AS TO FORM TWO MOST CLEARLY OPPOSITE OPINIONS RESPECTING THE SAME POINT. FOR IF BYTHUS IS EVER ONE WITH SIGE, NOUS WITH ALETHEIA, LOGOS WITH ZOE, AND SO ON, AS RESPECTS THE REST, HOW COULD SOPHIA, WITHOUT UNION WITH HER CONSORT, EITHER SUFFER OR GENERATE ANYTHING? AND IF, AGAIN, SHE DID REALLY. SUFFER PASSION APART FROM HIM, IT NECESSARILY FOLLOWS THAT THE OTHER CONJUNCTIONS ALSO ADMIT OF DISJUNCTION AND SEPARATION AMONG THEMSELVES, A THING WHICH I HAVE ALREADY SHOWN TO BE IMPOSSIBLE. IT IS ALSO IMPOSSIBLE, THEREFORE, THAT SOPHIA SUFFERED PASSION APART FROM THELETUS; AND THUS, AGAIN, THEIR WHOLE SYSTEM OF ARGUMENT IS OVERTHROWN. FOR THEY HAVE YET(1) AGAIN DERIVED THE WHOLE OF REMAINING [MATERIAL SUBSTANCE], LIKE THE COMPOSITION OF A TRAGEDY, FROM THAT PASSION WHICH THEY AFFIRM SHE EXPERIENCED APART FROM UNION WITH HER CONSORT. 
4. IF, HOWEVER, THEY IMPUDENTLY MAINTAIN, IN ORDER TO PRESERVE FROM RUIN THEIR VAIN IMAGINATIONS, THAT THE REST OF THE CONJUNCTIONS ALSO WERE DISJOINED AND SEPARATED FROM ONE ANOTHER ON ACCOUNT OF THIS LATEST CONJUNCTION, THEN [I REPLY THAT], IN THE FIRST PLACE, THEY REST UPON A THING WHICH IS IMPOSSIBLE. FOR HOW CAN THEY SEPARATE THE PROPATOR FROM HIS ENNOEA, OR NOUS FROM ALETHEIA, OR LOGOS FROM ZOE, AND SO ON WITH THE REST? AND HOW CAN THEY THEMSELVES MAINTAIN THAT THEY TEND AGAIN TO UNITY, AND ARE, IN FACT, ALL AT ONE, IF INDEED THESE VERY CONJUNCTIONS, WHICH ARE WITHIN THE PLEROMA, DO NOT PRESERVE UNITY, BUT ARE SEPARATE FROM ONE ANOTHER; AND THAT TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT THEY BOTH ENDURE PASSION AND PERFORM THE WORK OF GENERATION WITHOUT UNION ONE WITH ANOTHER, JUST AS HENS DO APART FROM INTERCOURSE WITH COCKS. 
5. THEN, AGAIN, THEIR FIRST AND FIRST-BEGOTTEN OGDOAD WILL BE OVERTHROWN AS FOLLOWS: THEY MUST ADMIT THAT BYTHUS AND SIGE, NOUS AND ALETHEIA, LOGOS AND ZOE, ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA, DO INDIVIDUALLY DWELL IN THE SAME PLEROMA. BUT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT SIGE (SILENCE) CAN EXIST IN THE PRESENCE OF LOGOS (SPEECH), OR AGAIN, THAT LOGOS CAN MANIFEST HIMSELF IN THE PRESENCE OF SIGE. FOR THESE ARE MUTUALLY DESTRUCTIVE OF EACH OTHER, EVEN AS LIGHT AND DARKNESS CAN BY NO POSSIBILITY EXIST IN THE SAME PLACE: FOR IF LIGHT PREVAILS, THERE CANNOT BE DARKNESS; AND IF DARKNESS, THERE CANNOT BE LIGHT, SINCE, WHERE LIGHT APPEARS, DARKNESS IS PUT TO FLIGHT. IN LIKE MANNER, WHERE SIGE IS, THERE CANNOT BE LOGOS; AND WHERE LOGOS IS, THERE CERTAINLY CANNOT BE SIGE. BUT IF THEY SAY THAT LOGOS SIMPLY EXISTS WITHIN(2) (UNEXPRESSED), SIGE ALSO WILL EXIST WITHIN, AND WILL NOT THE LESS BE DESTROYED BY THE LOGOS WITHIN. BUT THAT HE REALLY IS NOT MERELY CONCEIVED OF IN THE MIND, THE VERY ORDER OF THE PRODUCTION OF THEIR (AEONS) SHOWS. 
6. LET THEM NOT THEN DECLARE THAT THE FIRST AND PRINCIPAL OGDOAD CONSISTS OF LOGOS AND SIGE, BUT LET THEM [AS A MATTER OF NECESSITY] EXCLUDE EITHER SIGE OR LOGOS; AND THEN THEIR FIRST AND PRINCIPAL OGDOAD IS AT AN END. FOR IF THEY DESCRIBE THE CONJUNCTIONS [OF THE AEONS] AS UNITED, THEN THEIR WHOLE ARGUMENT FAILS TO PIECES. SINCE, IF THEY WERE UNITED, HOW COULD SOPHIA HAVE GENERATED A DEFECT WITHOUT UNION WITH HER CONSORT? IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY MAINTAIN THAT, AS IN PRODUCTION, EACH OF THE AEONS POSSESSES HIS OWN PECULIAR SUBSTANCE, THEN HOW CAN SIGE AND LOGOS MANIFEST THEMSELVES IN THE SAME PLACE? SO FAR, THEN, WITH RESPECT TO DEFECT. 
7. BUT AGAIN, THEIR TRIACONTAD IS OVERTHROWN AS TO EXCESS BY THE FOLLOWING CONSIDERATIONS. THEY REPRESENT HOROS (WHOM THEY CALL BY A VARIETY OF NAMES WHICH I HAVE MENTIONED IN THE PRECEDING BOOK) AS HAVING BEEN PRODUCED BY MONOGENES JUST LIKE THE OTHER AEONS. SOME OF THEM MAINTAIN THAT THIS HOROS WAS PRODUCED BY MONOGENES, WHILE OTHERS AFFIRM THAT HE WAS SENT FORTH BY THE PROPATOR HIMSELF IN HIS OWN IMAGE. THEY AFFIRM FURTHER, THAT A PRODUCTION WAS FORMED BY MONOGENES--CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT; AND THEY DO NOT RECKON THESE IN THE NUMBER OF THE PLEROMA, NOR THE SAVIOUR EITHER, WHOM THEY ALSO DECLARE TO BE TOTUM(3) (ALL THINGS). NOW, IT IS EVIDENT EVEN TO A BLIND MAN, THAT NOT MERELY THIRTY PRODUCTIONS, AS THEY MAINTAIN, WERE SENT FORTH, BUT FOUR MORE ALONG WITH THESE THIRTY. FOR THEY RECKON THE PROPATOR HIMSELF IN THE PLEROMA, AND THOSE TOO, WHO IN SUCCESSION WERE PRODUCED BY ONE ANOTHER. WHY IS IT, THEN, THAT THOSE [OTHER BEINGS] ARE NOT RECKONED AS EXISTING WITH THESE IN THE SAME PLEROMA, SINCE THEY WERE PRODUCED IN THE SAME MANNER? FOR WHAT JUST REASON CAN THEY ASSIGN FOR NOT RECKONING ALONG WITH THE OTHER AEONS, EITHER CHRIST, WHOM THEY DESCRIBE AS HAVING, ACCORDING TO THE FATHER'S WILL, BEEN PRODUCED BY MONOGENES, OR THE HOLY SPIRIT, OR HOROS, WHOM THEY ALSO CALL SOTER(4) (SAVIOUR), AND NOT EVEN THE SAVIOUR HIMSELF, WHO CAME TO IMPART ASSISTANCE AND FORM TO THEIR MOTHER? WHETHER IS THIS AS IF THESE LATTER WERE WEAKER THAN THE FORMER, AND THEREFORE UNWORTHY OF THE NAME OF AEONS, OR OF BEING NUMBERED AMONG THEM, OR AS IF THEY WERE SUPERIOR AND MORE EXCELLENT? BUT HOW COULD THEY BE WEAKER, SINCE THEY WERE PRODUCED FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND RECTIFICATION OF THE OTHERS? AND THEN, AGAIN, THEY CANNOT POSSIBLY BE SUPERIOR TO THE FIRST AND PRINCIPAL TETRAD, BY WHICH THEY WERE ALSO PRODUCED; FOR IT, TOO, IS RECKONED IN THE NUMBER ABOVE MENTIONED. THESE LATTER BEINGS, THEN, OUGHT ALSO TO HAVE BEEN NUMBERED IN THE PLEROMA OF THE [?] OR THAT SHOULD BE DEPRIVED OF THE HONOUR OF THOSE AEONS WHICH BEAR THIS APPELLATION (THE TETRAD). 
8. SINCE, THEREFORE, THEIR TRIACONTAD IS THUS BROUGHT TO NOUGHT, AS I HAVE SHOWN, BOTH WITH RESPECT TO DEFECT AND EXCESS (FOR IN DEALING WITH SUCH A NUMBER, EITHER EXCESS OR DEFECT [TO ANY EXTENT] WILL RENDER THE NUMBER UNTENABLE, AND HOW MUCH MORE SO GREAT VARIATIONS?), IT FOLLOWS THAT WHAT THEY MAINTAIN RESPECTING THEIR OGDOAD AND DUODECAD IS A MERE FABLE WHICH CANNOT STAND. THEIR WHOLE SYSTEM, MOREOVER, FALLS TO THE GROUND, WHEN THEIR VERY FOUNDATION IS DESTROYED AND DISSOLVED INTO BYTHUS,(1) THAT IS, INTO WHAT HAS NO EXISTENCE. LET THEM, THEN, HENCEFORTH SEEK TO SET FORTH SOME OTHER REASONS WHY THE LORD CAME TO BE BAPTIZED AT THE AGE OF THIRTY YEARS, AND [EXPLAIN IN SOME OTHER WAY] THE DUODECAD OF THE APOSTLES; AND [THE FACT STATED REGARDING] HER WHO SUFFERED FROM AN ISSUE OF BLOOD; AND ALL THE OTHER POINTS RESPECTING WHICH THEY SO MADLY LABOUR IN VAIN. 
CHAP. XIII.--THE FIRST ORDER OF PRODUCTION MAINTAINED BY THE HERETICS IS ALTOGETHER INDEFENSIBLE. 
1. I NOW PROCEED TO SHOW, AS FOLLOWS, THAT THE FIRST ORDER OF PRODUCTION, AS CONCEIVED OF BY THEM, MUST BE REJECTED. FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT NOUS AND ALETHEIA WERE PRODUCED FROM BYTHUS AND HIS ENNOEA, WHICH IS PROVED TO BE A CONTRADICTION. FOR NOUS IS THAT WHICH IS ITSELF CHIEF, AND HIGHEST, AND, AS IT WERE, THE PRINCIPLE AND SOURCE OF ALL UNDERSTANDING. ENNOEA, AGAIN, WHICH ARISES FROM HIM, IS ANY SORT OF EMOTION CONCERNING ANY SUBJECT. IT CANNOT BE, THEREFORE, THAT NOUS WAS PRODUCED BY BYTHUS AND ENNOEA; IT WOULD BE MORE LIKE THE TRUTH FOR THEM TO MAINTAIN THAT ENNOEA WAS PRODUCED AS THE DAUGHTER OF THE PROPATOR AND THIS NOUS. FOR ENNOEA NOT THE DAUGHTER OF NOUS, AS THEY ASSERT, BUT NOUS BECOMES THE FATHER OF ENNOEA. FOR HOW CAN NOUS HAVE BEEN PRODUCED BY THE PROPATOR, WHEN HE HOLDS THE CHIEF AND PRIMARY PLACE OF THAT HIDDEN AND INVISIBLE AFFECTION WHICH IS WITHIN HIM? BY THIS AFFECTION SENSE IS PRODUCED, AND ENNOEA, AND ENTHYMESIS, AND OTHER THINGS WHICH ARE SIMPLY SYNONYMS FOR NOUS HIMSELF. AS I HAVE SAID ALREADY, THEY ARE MERELY CERTAIN DEFINITE EXERCISES IN THOUGHT OF THAT VERY POWER CONCERNING SOME PARTICULAR SUBJECT. WE UNDERSTAND THE [SEVERAL] TERMS ACCORDING TO THEIR(2) LENGTH AND BREADTH OF MEANING, NOT ACCORDING TO ANY [FUNDAMENTAL] CHANGE [OF SIGNIFICATION]; AND THE [VARIOUS EXERCISES OF THOUGHT] ARE LIMITED BY [THE SAME SPHERE OF] KNOWLEDGE, AND ARE EXPRESSED TOGETHER BY [THE SAME] TERM, THE [VERY SAME] SENSE REMAINING WITHIN, AND CREATING, AND ADMINISTERING, AND FREELY GOVERNING EVEN BY ITS OWN POWER, AND AS IT PLEASES, THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED. 
2. FOR THE FIRST EXERCISE OF THAT [POWER] RESPECTING ANYTHING, IS STYLED ENNOEA; BUT WHEN IT CONTINUES, AND GATHERS STRENGTH, AND TAKES POSSESSION OF THE WHOLE SOUL, IT IS CALLED ENTHYMESIS. THIS ENTHYMESIS, AGAIN, WHEN IT EXERCISES ITSELF A LONG TIME ON THE SAME POINT, AND HAS, AS IT WERE, BEEN PROVED, IS NAMED SENSATION. AND THIS SENSATION, WHEN IT IS MUCH DEVELOPED, BECOMES 
COUNSEL. THE INCREASE, AGAIN, AND GREATLY DEVELOPED EXERCISE OF THIS COUNSEL BECOMES THE EXAMINATION OF THOUGHT (JUDGMENT); AND THIS REMAINING IN THE MIND IS MOST PROPERLY TERMED LOGOS (REASON), FROM WHICH THE SPOKEN LOGOS (WORD) PROCEEDS.(3) BUT ALL THE [EXERCISES OF THOUGHT] WHICH HAVE BEEN MENTIONED ARE [FUNDAMENTALLY] ONE AND THE SAME, RECEIVING THEIR ORIGIN FROM NOUS, AND OBTAINING [DIFFERENT] APPELLATION ACCORDING TO THEIR INCREASE. JUST AS THE HUMAN BODY, WHICH IS AT ONE TIME YOUNG, THEN IN THE PRIME OF LIFE, AND THEN OLD, HAS RECEIVED [DIFFERENT] APPELLATIONS ACCORDING TO ITS INCREASE AND CONTINUANCE, BUT NOT ACCORDING TO ANY CHANGE OF SUBSTANCE, OR ON ACCOUNT OF ANY [REAL] LOSS OF BODY, SO IS IT WITH THOSE [MENTAL EXERCISES]. FOR, WHEN ONE [MENTALLY] CONTEMPLATES ANYTHING, HE ALSO THINKS OF IT; AND WHEN HE THINKS OF IT, HE HAS ALSO KNOWLEDGE REGARDING IT; AND WHEN HE KNOWS IT, HE ALSO CONSIDERS IT; AND WHEN HE CONSIDERS IT, HE ALSO MENTALLY HANDLES IT; AND WHEN HE MENTALLY HANDLES IT, HE ALSO SPEAKS OF IT. BUT, AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, IT IS NOUS WHO GOVERNS ALL THESE [MENTAL PROCESSES], WHILE HE IS HIMSELF INVISIBLE, AND UTTERS SPEECH OF HIMSELF BY MEANS OF THOSE PROCESSES WHICH HAVE BEEN MENTIONED, AS IT WERE BY RAYS [PROCEEDING FROM HIM], BUT HE HIMSELF IS NOT SENT FORTH BY ANY OTHER. 
3. THESE THINGS MAY PROPERLY BE SAID TO HOLD GOOD IN MEN, SINCE THEY ARE COMPOUND BY NATURE, AND CONSIST OF A BODY AND A SOUL. BUT THOSE WHO AFFIRM THAT ENNOEA WAS SENT FORTH FROM GOD, AND NOUS FROM ENNOEA, AND THEN, IN SUCCESSION, LOGOS FROM THESE, ARE, IN THE FIRST PLACE, TO BE BLAMED AS HAVING IMPROPERLY USED THESE PRODUCTIONS; AND, IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS DESCRIBING THE AFFECTIONS, AND PASSIONS, AND MENTAL TENDENCIES OF MEN, WHILE THEY [THUS PROVE THEMSELVES] IGNORANT OF GOD. BY THEIR MANNER OF SPEAKING, THEY ASCRIBE THOSE THINGS WHICH APPLY TO MEN TO THE FATHER OF ALL, WHOM THEY ALSO DECLARE TO BE UNKNOWN TO ALL; AND THEY DENY THAT HE HIMSELF MADE THE WORLD, TO GUARD AGAINST ATTRIBUTING WANT OF POWER(1) TO HIM; WHILE, AT THE SAME TIME, THEY ENDOW HIM WITH HUMAN AFFECTIONS AND PASSIONS. BUT IF THEY HAD KNOWN THE SCRIPTURES, AND BEEN TAUGHT BY THE TRUTH, THEY WOULD HAVE KNOWN, BEYOND DOUBT, THAT GOD IS NOT AS MEN ARE; AND THAT HIS THOUGHTS ARE NOT LIKE THE THOUGHTS OF MEN.(2) FOR THE FATHER OF ALL IS AT A VAST DISTANCE FROM THOSE AFFECTIONS AND PASSIONS WHICH OPERATE AMONG MEN. HE IS A SIMPLE, UNCOMPOUNDED BEING, WITHOUT DIVERSE MEMBERS,(3) AND ALTOGETHER LIKE, AND EQUAL TO HIMSELF, SINCE HE IS WHOLLY UNDERSTANDING, AND WHOLLY SPIRIT, AND WHOLLY THOUGHT, AND WHOLLY INTELLIGENCE, AND WHOLLY REASON, AND WHOLLY HEARING, AND WHOLLY SEEING, AND WHOLLY LIGHT, AND THE WHOLE SOURCE OF ALL THAT IS GOOD--EVEN AS THE RELIGIOUS AND PIOUS ARE WONT TO SPEAK CONCERNING GOD. 
4. HE IS, HOWEVER, ABOVE [ALL] THESE PROPERTIES, AND THEREFORE INDESCRIBABLE. FOR HE MAY WELL AND PROPERLY BE CALLED AN UNDERSTANDING WHICH COMPREHENDS ALL THINGS, BUT HE IS NOT [ON THAT ACCOUNT] LIKE THE UNDERSTANDING OF MEN; AND HE MAY MOST PROPERLY BE TERMED LIGHT, BUT HE IS NOTHING LIKE THAT LIGHT WITH WHICH WE ARE ACQUAINTED. AND SO, IN ALL OTHER PARTICULARS, THE FATHER OF ALL IS IN NO DEGREE SIMILAR TO HUMAN WEAKNESS. HE IS SPOKEN OF IN THESE TERMS ACCORDING TO THE LOVE [WE BEAR HIM]; BUT IN POINT OF GREATNESS, OUR THOUGHTS REGARDING HIM TRANSCEND THESE EXPRESSIONS. IF THEN, EVEN IN THE CASE OF HUMAN BEINGS, UNDERSTANDING ITSELF DOES NOT ARISE FROM EMISSION, NOR IS THAT INTELLIGENCE WHICH PRODUCES OTHER THINGS SEPARATED FROM THE LIVING MAN, WHILE ITS MOTIONS AND AFFECTIONS COME INTO MANIFESTATION, MUCH MORE WILL THE MIND OF GOD, WHO IS ALL UNDERSTANDING, NEVER BY ANY MEANS BE SEPARATED FROM HIMSELF; NOR CAN ANYTHING(4) [IN HIS CASE] BE PRODUCED AS IF BY A DIFFERENT BEING. 
5. FOR IF HE PRODUCED INTELLIGENCE, THEN HE WHO DID THUS PRODUCE INTELLIGENCE MUST BE UNDERSTOOD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR VIEWS, AS A COMPOUND AND CORPOREAL BEING; SO THAT GOD, WHO SENT FORTH [THE INTELLIGENCE REFERRED TO], IS SEPARATE FROM IT, AND THE INTELLIGENCE WHICH WAS SENT FORTH SEPARATE [FROM HIM]. BUT IF THEY AFFIRM THAT INTELLIGENCE WAS SENT FORTH FROM INTELLIGENCE, THEY THEN CUT ASUNDER THE INTELLIGENCE OF GOD, AND DIVIDE IT INTO PARTS. AND WHITHER HAS IT GONE? WHENCE WAS IT SENT FORTH? FOR WHATEVER IS SENT FORTH FROM ANY PLACE, PASSES OF NECESSITY INTO SOME OTHER. BUT WHAT EXISTENCE WAS THERE MORE ANCIENT THAN THE INTELLIGENCE OF GOD, INTO WHICH THEY MAINTAIN IT WAS SENT FORTH? AND WHAT A VAST REGION THAT MUST HAVE BEEN WHICH WAS CAPABLE OF RECEIVING AND CONTAINING THE INTELLIGENCE OF GOD! IF, HOWEVER, THEY AFFIRM [THAT THIS EMISSION TOOK PLACE] JUST AS A RAY PROCEEDS FROM THE SUN, THEN, AS THE SUBJACENT AIR WHICH RECEIVES THE RAY MUST HAVE HAD AN EXISTENCE PRIOR TO IT, SO [BY SUCH REASONING] THEY WILL INDICATE THAT THERE WAS SOMETHING IN EXISTENCE, INTO WHICH THE INTELLIGENCE OF GOD WAS SENT FORTH, CAPABLE OF CONTAINING IT, AND MORE ANCIENT THAN ITSELF. FOLLOWING UPON THIS, WE MUST HOLD THAT, AS WE SEE THE SUN, WHICH IS LESS THAN ALL THINGS, SENDING FORTH RAYS FROM HIMSELF TO A GREAT DISTANCE, SO LIKEWISE WE SAY THAT THE PROPATOR SENT FORTH A RAY BEYOND, AND TO A GREAT DISTANCE FROM, HIMSELF. BUT WHAT CAN BE CONCEIVED OF BEYOND, OR AT A DISTANCE FROM, GOD, INTO WHICH HE SENT FORTH THIS RAY? 
6. IF, AGAIN, THEY AFFIRM THAT THAT [INTELLIGENCE] WAS NOT SENT FORTH BEYOND THE FATHER, BUT WITHIN THE FATHER HIMSELF, THEN, IN THE FIRST PLACE, IT BECOMES SUPERFLUOUS TO SAY THAT IT WAS SENT FORTH AT ALL. FOR HOW COULD IT HAVE BEEN SENT FORTH IF IT CONTINUED WITHIN THE FATHER? FOR AN EMISSION IS THE MANIFESTATION OF THAT WHICH IS EMITTED, BEYOND HIM WHO EMITS IT. IN THE NEXT PLACE, THIS [INTELLIGENCE] BEING SENT FORTH, BOTH THAT LOGOS WHO SPRINGS FROM HIM WILL STILL BE WITHIN THE FATHER, AS WILL ALSO BE THE FUTURE EMISSIONS PROCEEDING FROM LOGOS. THESE, THEN, CANNOT IN SUCH A CASE BE IGNORANT OF THE FATHER, SINCE THEY ARE WITHIN HIM; NOR, BEING ALL EQUALLY SURROUNDED BY THE FATHER, CAN ANY ONE KNOWS HIM LESS [THAN ANOTHER] ACCORDING TO THE DESCENDING ORDER OF THEIR EMISSION. AND ALL OF THEM MUST ALSO IN AN EQUAL MEASURE CONTINUE IMPASSIBLE, SINCE THEY EXIST IN THE BOSOM OF THEIR FATHER, AND NONE OF THEM CAN EVER SINK INTO A STATE OF DEGENERACY OR DEGRADATION. FOR WITH THE FATHER THERE IS NO DEGENERACY, UNLESS PERCHANCE AS IN A GREAT CIRCLE A SMALLER IS CONTAINED, AND WITHIN THIS ONE AGAIN A SMALLER; OR UNLESS THEY AFFIRM OF THE FATHER, THAT, AFTER THE MANNER OF A SPHERE OR A SQUARE, HE CONTAINS WITHIN HIMSELF ON ALL SIDES THE LIKENESS OF A SPHERE, OR THE PRODUCTION OF THE REST OF THE AEONS IN THE FORM OF A SQUARE, EACH ONE OF THESE BEING SURROUNDED BY THAT ONE WHO IS ABOVE HIM IN GREATNESS, AND SURROUNDING IN TURN THAT ONE WHO IS AFTER HIM IN SMALLNESS; AND THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT, THE SMALLEST AND THE LAST OF ALL, HAVING ITS PLACE IN THE CENTRE, AND THUS BEING FAR SEPARATED FROM THE FATHER, WAS REALLY IGNORANT OF THE PROPATOR. BUT IF THEY MAINTAIN ANY SUCH HYPOTHESIS, THEY MUST SHUT UP THEIR BYTHUS WITH.IN A DEFINITE FORM AND SPACE, WHILE HE BOTH SURROUNDS OTHERS, AND IS SURROUNDED BY THEM; FOR THEY MUST OF NECESSITY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THERE IS SOMETHING OUTSIDE OF HIM WHICH SURROUNDS HIM. AND NONE THE LESS WILL THE TALK CONCERNING THOSE THAT CONTAIN, AND THOSE THAT ARE CONTAINED, FLOW ON INTO INFINITUDE; AND ALL [THE AEONS] WILL MOST CLEARLY APPEAR TO BE BODIES ENCLOSED [BY ONE ANOTHER]. 
7. FURTHER, THEY MUST ALSO CONFESS EITHER THAT HE IS MERE VACUITY, OR THAT THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE IS WITHIN HIM; AND IN THAT CASE ALL WILL IN LIKE DEGREE PARTAKE OF THE FATHER. JUST AS, IF ONE FORMS CIRCLES IN WATER, OR ROUND OR SQUARE FIGURES, ALL THESE WILL EQUALLY PARTAKE OF WATER; JUST AS THOSE, AGAIN, WHICH ARE FRAMED IN THE AIR, MUST NECESSARILY PARTAKE OF AIR, AND THOSE WHICH [ARE FORMED] IN LIGHT, OF LIGHT; SO, MUST THOSE ALSO WHO ARE WITHIN HIM ALL EQUALLY PARTAKE OF THE FATHER, IGNORANCE HAVING NO PLACE AMONG THEM. WHERE, THEN, IS THIS PARTAKING OF THE FATHER WHO FILLS [ALL THINGS]? IF, INDEED, HE HAS FILLED [ALL THINGS], THERE WILL BE NO IGNORANCE AMONG THEM. ON THIS GROUND, THEN, THEIR WORK OF [SUPPOSED] DEGENERACY IS BROUGHT TO NOTHING, AND THE PRODUCTION OF MATTER WITH THE FORMATION OF THE REST OF THE WORLD; WHICH THINGS THEY MAINTAIN TO HAVE DERIVED THEIR SUBSTANCE FROM PASSION AND IGNORANCE. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HE IS VACUITY, THEN THEY FALL INTO THE GREATEST BLASPHEMY; THEY DENY HIS SPIRITUAL NATURE. FOR HOW CAN HE BE A SPIRITUAL BEING, WHO CANNOT FILL EVEN THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE WITHIN HIM? 
8. NOW, THESE REMARKS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE CONCERNING THE EMISSION OF INTELLIGENCE ARE IN LIKE MANNER APPLICABLE IN OPPOSITION TO THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE SCHOOL OF BASILIDES, AS WELL AS IN OPPOSITION TO THE REST OF THE GNOSTICS, FROM WHOM THESE ALSO (THE VALENTINIANS) HAVE ADOPTED THE IDEAS ABOUT EMISSIONS, AND WERE REFUTED IN THE FIRST BOOK. BUT I HAVE NOW PLAINLY SHOWN THAT THE FIRST PRODUCTION OF NOUS, THAT IS, OF THE INTELLIGENCE THEY SPEAK OF, IS AN UNTENABLE AND IMPOSSIBLE OPINION. AND LET US SEE HOW THE MATTER STANDS WITH RESPECT TO THE REST [OF THE AEONS]. FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT LOGOS AND ZOE WERE SENT FORTH BY HIM (I.E., NOUS) AS FASHIONERS OF THIS PLEROMA; WHILE THEY CONCEIVE OF AN EMISSION OF LOGOS, THAT IS, THE WORD AFTER THE ANALOGY OF HUMAN FEELINGS, AND RASHLY FORM CONJECTURES RESPECTING GOD, AS IF THEY HAD DISCOVERED SOMETHING WONDERFUL IN THEIR ASSERTION THAT LOGOS WAS, I PRODUCED BY NOUS. ALL INDEED HAVE A CLEAR PERCEPTION THAT THIS MAY BE LOGICALLY AFFIRMED WITH RESPECT TO MEN.(1) BUT IN HIM WHO IS GOD OVER ALL, SINCE HE IS ALL NOUS, AND ALL LOGOS, AS I HAVE SAID BEFORE, AND HAS IN HIMSELF NOTHING MORE ANCIENT OR LATE THAN ANOTHER, AND NOTHING AT VARIANCE WITH ANOTHER, BUT CONTINUES ALTOGETHER EQUAL, AND SIMILAR, AND HOMOGENEOUS, THERE IS NO LONGER GROUND FOR CONCEIVING OF SUCH PRODUCTION IN THE ORDER WHICH HAS BEEN MENTIONED. JUST AS HE DOES NOT ERR WHO DECLARES THAT GOD IS ALL VISION, AND ALL HEARING (FOR IN WHAT MANNER HE SEES, IN THAT ALSO HE HEARS; AND IN WHAT MANNER HE HEARS, IN THAT ALSO HE SEES), SO ALSO HE WHO AFFIRMS THAT HE IS ALL INTELLIGENCE, AND ALL WORD, AND THAT, IN WHATEVER RESPECT HE IS INTELLIGENCE, IN THAT ALSO HE IS WORD, AND THAT THIS NOUS IS HIS LOGOS, WILL STILL INDEED HAVE ONLY AN INADEQUATE CONCEPTION OF THE FATHER OF ALL, BUT WILL ENTERTAIN FAR MORE BECOMING [THOUGHTS REGARDING HIM] THAN DO THOSE WHO TRANSFER THE GENERATION OF THE WORD TO WHICH MEN GAVE UTTERANCE TO THE ETERNAL WORD OF GOD, ASSIGNING A BEGINNING AND COURSE OF PRODUCTION [TO HIM], EVEN AS THEY DO TO THEIR OWN WORD. AND IN WHAT RESPECT WILL THE WORD OF GOD--YEA, RATHER GOD HIMSELF, SINCE HE IS THE WORD--DIFFER FROM THE WORD OF MEN, IF HE FOLLOWS THE SAME ORDER AND PROCESS OF GENERATION? 
9. THEY HAVE FALLEN INTO ERROR, TOO, RESPECTING ZOE, BY MAINTAINING THAT SHE WAS PRODUCED IN THE SIXTH PLACE, WHEN IT BEHOVED HER TO TAKE PRECEDENCE OF ALL [THE REST], SINCE GOD IS LIFE, AND INCORRUPTION, AND TRUTH. AND THESE AND SUCH LIKE ATTRIBUTES HAVE NOT BEEN PRODUCED ACCORDING TO A GRADUAL SCALE OF DESCENT, BUT THEY ARE NAMES OF THOSE PERFECTIONS WHICH ALWAYS EXIST IN GOD, SO FAR AS IT IS POSSIBLE AND PROPER FOR MEN TO HEAR AND TO SPEAK OF GOD. FOR WITH THE NAME OF GOD THE FOLLOWING WORDS WILL HARMONIZE: INTELLIGENCE, WORD, LIFE, INCORRUPTION, TRUTH, WISDOM, GOODNESS, AND SUCH LIKE. AND NEITHER CAN ANY ONE MAINTAINS THAT INTELLIGENCE IS MORE ANCIENT THAN LIFE, FOR INTELLIGENCE ITSELF IS LIFE; NOR THAT LIFE IS LATER THAN INTELLIGENCE, SO THAT HE WHO IS THE INTELLECT OF ALL, THAT IS GOD, SHOULD AT ONE TIME HAVE BEEN DESTITUTE OF LIFE. BUT IF THEY AFFIRM THAT LIFE WAS INDEED [PREVIOUSLY] IN THE FATHER, BUT WAS PRODUCED IN THE SIXTH PLACE IN ORDER THAT THE WORD MIGHT LIVE, SURELY IT OUGHT LONG BEFORE, [ACCORDING TO SUCH REASONING,] TO HAVE BEEN SENT FORTH, IN THE FOURTH PLACE, THAT NOUS MIGHT HAVE LIFE; AND STILL FURTHER, EVEN BEFORE HIM, [IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN] WITH BYTHUS, THAT THEIR BYTHUS MIGHT LIVE. FOR TO RECKON SIGE, INDEED, ALONG WITH THEIR PROPATOR, AND TO ASSIGN HER TO HIM AS HIS CONSORT, WHILE THEY DO NOT JOIN ZOE TO THE NUMBER, IS NOT THIS TO SURPASS ALL OTHER MADNESS? 
10. AGAIN, AS TO THE SECOND PRODUCTION WHICH PROCEEDS FROM THESE [AEONS WHO HAVE BEEN MENTIONED],--THAT, NAMELY, OF HOMO AND ECCLESIA,--THEIR VERY FATHERS, FALSELY STYLED GNOSTICS, STRIVE AMONG THEMSELVES, EACH ONE SEEKING TO MAKE GOOD HIS OWN OPINIONS, AND THUS CONVICTING THEMSELVES OF BEING WICKED THIEVES. 
THEY MAINTAIN THAT IT IS MORE SUITABLE TO [THE THEORY OF] PRODUCTION--AS BEING, IN FACT, TRUTH-LIKE--THAT THE WORD WAS PRODUCED BY MAN, AND NOT MAN BY THE WORD; AND THAT MAN EXISTED PRIOR TO THE WORD, AND THAT THIS IS REALLY HE WHO IS GOD OVER ALL. AND THUS, IT IS, AS I HAVE PREVIOUSLY REMARKED, THAT HEAPING TOGETHER WITH A KIND OF PLAUSIBILITY ALL HUMAN FEELINGS, AND MENTAL EXERCISES, AND FORMATION OF INTENTIONS, AND UTTERANCES OF WORDS, THEY HAVE LIED WITH NO PLAUSIBILITY AT ALL AGAINST GOD. FOR WHILE THEY ASCRIBE THE THINGS WHICH HAPPEN TO MEN, AND WHATSOEVER THEY RECOGNISE THEMSELVES AS EXPERIENCING, TO THE DIVINE REASON, THEY SEEM TO THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT OF GOD TO MAKE STATEMENTS SUITABLE ENOUGH. AND BY THESE HUMAN PASSIONS, DRAWING AWAY THEIR INTELLIGENCE, WHILE THEY DESCRIBE THE ORIGIN AND PRODUCTION OF THE WORD OF GOD IN THE FIFTH PLACE, THEY ASSERT THAT THUS THEY TEACH WONDERFUL MYSTERIES, UNSPEAKABLE AND SUBLIME, KNOWN TO NO ONE BUT THEMSELVES. IT WAS, [THEY AFFIRM,] CONCERNING THESE THAT THE LORD SAID, "SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND,"(1) THAT IS, THAT THEY SHOULD INQUIRE HOW NOUS AND ALETHEIA PROCEEDED FROM BYTHUS AND SAGE; WHETHER LOGOS AND ZOE AGAIN DERIVE THEIR ORIGIN FROM THESE AND THEN, WHETHER ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA PROCEED FROM LOGOS AND ZOE. 
CHAP. XIV.-- VALENTINUS AND HIS FOLLOWERS DERIVED THE PRINCIPLES OF THEIR SYSTEM FROM THE HEATHEN; THE NAMES ONLY ARE CHANGED. 
1. MUCH MORE LIKE THE TRUTH, AND MORE PLEASING, IS THE ACCOUNT WHICH ANTIPHANES,(2) ONE OF THE ANCIENT COMIC POETS, GIVES IN HIS THEOGONY AS TO THE ORIGIN OF ALL THINGS. FOR HE SPEAKS CHAOS AS BEING PRODUCED FROM NIGHT AND SILENCE; RELATES THAT THEN LOVE(3) SPRANG FROM CHAOS AND NIGHT; FROM THIS AGAIN, LIGHT; AND THAT FROM THIS, IN HIS OPINION, WERE DERIVED ALL THE REST OF THE FIRST GENERATION OF THE GODS. AFTER THESE HE NEXT INTRODUCES A SECOND GENERATION OF GODS, AND THE CREATION OF THE WORLD; THEN HE NARRATES THE FORMATION OF MANKIND BY THE SECOND ORDER OF THE GODS. THESE MEN (THE HERETICS), ADOPTING THIS FABLE AS THEIR OWN, HAVE RANGED THEIR OPINIONS ROUND IT, AS IF BY A SORT OF NATURAL PROCESS, CHANGING ONLY THE NAMES OF THE THINGS REFERRED TO, AND SETTING FORTH THE VERY SAME BEGINNING OF THE GENERATION OF ALL THINGS, AND THEIR PRODUCTION. IN PLACE OF NIGHT AND SILENCE THEY SUBSTITUTE BYTHUS AND SIGE; INSTEAD OF CHAOS, THEY PUT NOUS; AND FOR LOVE (BY WHOM, SAYS THE COMIC POET, ALL OTHER THINGS WERE SET IN ORDER) THEY HAVE BROUGHT FORWARD THE WORD; WHILE FOR THE PRIMARY AND GREATEST GODS THEY HAVE FORMED THE AEONS; AND IN PLACE OF THE SECONDARY GODS, THEY TELL US OF THAT CREATION BY THEIR MOTHER WHICH IS OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA, CALLING IT THE SECOND OGDOAD. THEY PROCLAIM TO US, LIKE THE WRITER REFERRED TO, THAT FROM THIS (OGDOAD) CAME THE CREATION OF THE WORLD AND THE FORMATION OF MAN, MAINTAINING THAT THEY ALONE ARE ACQUAINTED WITH THESE INEFFABLE AND UNKNOWN MYSTERIES. THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE EVERYWHERE ACTED IN THE THEATRES BY COMEDIANS WITH THE CLEAREST VOICES THEY TRANSFER TO THEIR OWN SYSTEM, TEACHING THEM UNDOUBTEDLY THROUGH MEANS OF THE SAME ARGUMENTS, AND MERELY CHANGING THE NAMES. 
2. AND NOT ONLY ARE THEY CONVICTED OF BRINGING FORWARD, AS IF THEIR OWN [ORIGINAL IDEAS], THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE TO BE FOUND AMONG THE COMIC POETS, BUT THEY ALSO BRING TOGETHER THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN SAID BY ALL THOSE WHO WERE IGNORANT OF GOD, AND WHO ARE TERMED PHILOSOPHERS; AND SEWING TOGETHER, AS IT WERE, A MOTLEY GARMENT OUT OF A HEAP OF MISERABLE RAGS, THEY HAVE, BY THEIR SUBTLE MANNER OF EXPRESSION, FURNISHED THEMSELVES WITH A CLOAK WHICH IS REALLY NOT THEIR OWN. THEY DO, IT IS TRUE, INTRODUCE A NEW KIND OF DOCTRINE, INASMUCH AS BY A NEW SORT OF ART IT HAS BEEN SUBSTITUTED [FOR THE OLD]. YET IT IS IN REALITY BOTH OLD AND USELESS, SINCE THESE VERY OPINIONS HAVE BEEN SEWED TOGETHER OUT OF ANCIENT DOGMAS REDOLENT OF IGNORANCE AND IRRELIGION. FOR INSTANCE, THALES(4) OF MILETUS AFFIRMED THAT WATER WAS THE GENERATIVE AND INITIAL PRINCIPLE OF ALL THINGS. NOW IT IS JUST THE SAME THING WHETHER WE SAY WATER OR BYTHUS. THE POET HOMER,(5) AGAIN, HELD THE OPINION THAT OCEANUS, ALONG WITH MOTHER TETHYS, WAS THE ORIGIN OF THE GODS: THIS IDEA THESE MEN HAVE TRANSFERRED TO BYTHUS AND SIGE. ANAXIMANDER LAID IT DOWN THAT INFINITUDE IS THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF ALL THINGS, HAVING SEMINALLY IN ITSELF THE GENERATION OF THEM ALL, AND FROM THIS HE DECLARES THE IMMENSE WORLDS [WHICH EXIST] WERE FORMED: THIS, TOO, THEY HAVE DRESSED UP ANEW, AND REFERRED TO BYTHUS AND THEIR AEONS. ANAXAGORAS, AGAIN, WHO HAS ALSO BEEN SURNAMED "ATHEIST," GAVE IT AS HIS OPINION THAT ANIMALS WERE FORMED FROM SEEDS FALLING DOWN FROM HEAVEN UPON EARTH. THIS THOUGHT, TOO, THESE MEN HAVE TRANSFERRED TO "THE SEED" OF THEIR MOTHER, WHICH THEY MAINTAIN TO BE THEMSELVES; THUS ACKNOWLEDGING AT ONCE, IN THE JUDGMENT OF SUCH AS ARE POSSESSED OF SENSE, THAT THEY THEMSELVES ARE THE OFFSPRING OF THE IRRELIGIOUS ANAXAGORAS. 
3. AGAIN, ADOPTING THE [IDEAS OF] SHADE AND VACUITY FROM DEMOCRITUS AND EPICURUS, THEY HAVE FITTED THESE TO THEIR OWN VIEWS, FOLLOWING UPON THOSE [TEACHERS] WHO HAD ALREADY TALKED A GREAT DEAL ABOUT A VACUUM AND ATOMS, THE ONE OF WHICH THEY CALLED THAT WHICH IS, AND THE OTHER THAT WHICH IS NOT. IN LIKE MANNER, THESE MEN CALL THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE WITHIN THE PLEROMA REAL EXISTENCES, JUST AS THOSE PHILOSOPHERS DID THE ATOMS; WHILE THEY MAINTAIN THAT THOSE WHICH ARE WITHOUT THE PLEROMA HAVE NO TRUE EXISTENCE, EVEN AS THOSE DID RESPECT THE VACUUM. THEY HAVE THUS BANISHED THEMSELVES IN THIS WORLD (SINCE THEY ARE HERE OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA) INTO A PLACE WHICH HAS NO EXISTENCE. AGAIN, WHEN THEY MAINTAIN THAT THESE THINGS [BELOW] ARE IMAGES OF THOSE WHICH HAVE A TRUE EXISTENCE [ABOVE], THEY AGAIN MOST MANIFESTLY REHEARSE THE DOCTRINE OF DEMOCRITUS AND PLATO. FOR DEMOCRITUS WAS THE FIRST WHO MAINTAINED THAT NUMEROUS AND DIVERSE FIGURES WERE STAMPED, AS IT WERE, WITH THE FORMS [OF THINGS ABOVE], AND DESCENDED FROM UNIVERSAL SPACE INTO THIS WORLD. BUT PLATO, FOR HIS PART, SPEAKS OF MATTER, AND EXEMPLAR,(1) AND GOD. THESE MEN, FOLLOWING THOSE DISTINCTIONS, HAVE STYLED WHAT HE CALLS IDEAS, AND EXEMPLAR, THE IMAGES OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE; WHILE, THROUGH A MERE CHANGE OF NAME, THEY BOAST THEMSELVES AS BEING DISCOVERERS AND CONTRIVERS OF THIS KIND OF IMAGINARY FICTION. 
4. THIS OPINION, TOO, THAT THEY HOLD THE CREATOR FORMED THE WORLD OUT OF PREVIOUSLY EXISTING MATTER, BOTH ANAXAGORAS, EMPEDOCLES, AND PLATO EXPRESSED BEFORE THEM; AS, FORSOOTH, WE LEARN THEY ALSO DO UNDER THE INSPIRATION OF THEIR MOTHER. THEN AGAIN, AS TO THE OPINION THAT EVERYTHING OF NECESSITY PASSES AWAY TO THOSE THINGS OUT OF WHICH THEY MAINTAIN IT WAS ALSO FORMED, AND THAT GOD IS THE SLAVE OF THIS NECESSITY, SO THAT HE CANNOT IMPART IMMORTALITY TO WHAT IS MORTAL, OR BESTOW INCORRUPTION ON WHAT IS CORRUPTIBLE, BUT EVERY ONE PASSES INTO A SUBSTANCE SIMILAR IN NATURE TO ITSELF, BOTH THOSE WHO ARE NAMED STOICS FROM THE PORTICO (STOA), AND INDEED ALL THAT ARE IGNORANT OF GOD, POETS AND HISTORIANS ALIKE, MAKE THE SAME AFFIRMATION.(2) THOSE [HERETICS] WHO HOLD THE SAME [SYSTEM OF] INFIDELITY HAVE ASCRIBED, NO DOUBT, THEIR OWN PROPER REGION TO SPIRITUAL BEINGS,--THAT, NAMELY, WHICH IS WITHIN THE PLEROMA, BUT TO ANIMAL BEINGS THE INTERMEDIATE SPACE, WHILE TO CORPOREAL THEY ASSIGN THAT WHICH IS MATERIAL. AND THEY ASSERT THAT GOD HIMSELF CAN DO NO OTHERWISE, BUT THAT EVERY ONE OF THE [DIFFERENT KINDS OF SUBSTANCE] MENTIONED PASSES AWAY TO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE OF THE SAME NATURE. 
5. MOREOVER, AS TO THEIR SAYING THAT THE SAVIOUR WAS FORMED OUT OF ALL THE AEONS, BY EVERY ONE OF THEM DEPOSITING, SO TO SPEAK, IN HIM HIS OWN SPECIAL FLOWER, THEY BRING FORWARD NOTHING NEW THAT MAY NOT BE FOUND IN THE PANDORA OF HESIOD. FOR WHAT HE SAYS RESPECTING HER, THESE MEN INSINUATE CONCERNING THE SAVIOUR, BRINGING HIM BEFORE US AS PANDOROS (ALL-GIFTED), AS IF EACH OF THE AEONS HAD BESTOWED ON HIM WHAT HE POSSESSED IN THE GREATEST PERFECTION. AGAIN, THEIR OPINION AS TO THE INDIFFERENCE OF [EATING OF] MEATS AND OTHER ACTIONS, AND AS TO THEIR THINKING THAT, FROM THE NOBILITY OF THEIR NATURE, THEY CAN IN NO DEGREE AT ALL CONTRACT POLLUTION, WHATEVER THEY EAT OR PERFORM, THEY HAVE DERIVED IT FROM THE CYNICS, SINCE THEY DO IN FACT BELONG TO THE SAME SOCIETY AS DO THESE [PHILOSOPHERS]. THEY ALSO STRIVE TO TRANSFER TO [THE TREATMENT OF MATTERS OF] FAITH THAT HAIRSPLITTING AND SUBTLE MODE OF HANDLING QUESTIONS WHICH IS, IN FACT, A COPYING OF ARISTOTLE. 
6. AGAIN, AS TO THE DESIRE THEY EXHIBIT TO REFER THIS WHOLE UNIVERSE TO NUMBERS, THEY HAVE LEARNED IT FROM THE PYTHAGOREANS. FOR THESE WERE THE FIRST WHO SET FORTH NUMBERS AS THE INITIAL PRINCIPLE OF ALL THINGS, AND [DESCRIBED] THAT INITIAL PRINCIPLE OF THEIRS AS BEING BOTH EQUAL AND UNEQUAL, OUT OF WHICH [TWO PROPERTIES] THEY CONCEIVED THAT BOTH THINGS SENSIBLE(3) AND IMMATERIAL DERIVED THEIR ORIGIN. AND [THEY HELD] THAT ONE SET OF FIRST PRINCIPLES(4) GAVE RISE TO THE MATTER [OF THINGS], AND ANOTHER TO THEIR FORM. THEY AFFIRM THAT FROM THESE FIRST PRINCIPLES ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN MADE, JUST AS A STATUE IS OF ITS METAL AND ITS SPECIAL FORM. NOW, THE HERETICS HAVE ADAPTED THIS TO THE THINGS WHICH ARE OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA. THE [PYTHAGOREANS] MAINTAINED THAT THE(5) PRINCIPLE OF INTELLECT IS PROPORTIONATE TO THE ENERGY WHEREWITH MIND, AS A RECIPIENT OF THE COMPREHENSIBLE, PURSUES ITS INQUIRIES, UNTIL, WORN OUT, IT IS RESOLVED AT LENGTH IN THE INDIVISIBLE AND ONE. THEY FURTHER AFFIRM THAT HEN--THAT IS, ONE--IS THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF ALL THINGS, AND THE SUBSTANCE OF ALL THAT HAS BEEN FORMED. FROM THIS AGAIN PROCEEDED THE DYAD, THE TETRAD, THE PENTAD, AND THE MANIFOLD GENERATION OF THE OTHERS. THESE THINGS THE HERETICS REPEAT, WORD FOR WORD, WITH A REFERENCE TO THEIR PLEROMA AND BYTHUS. FROM THE SAME SOURCE, TOO, THEY STRIVE TO BRING INTO VOGUE THOSE CONJUNCTIONS WHICH PROCEED FROM UNITY. MARCUS BOASTS OF SUCH VIEWS AS IF THEY WERE HIS OWN, AND AS IF HE WERE SEEN TO HAVE DISCOVERED SOMETHING MORE NOVEL THAN OTHERS, WHILE HE SIMPLY SETS FORTH THE TETRAD OF PYTHAGORAS AS THE ORIGINATING PRINCIPLE AND MOTHER OF ALL THINGS. 
7. BUT I WILL MERELY SAY, IN OPPOSITION TO THESE MEN--DID ALL THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN MENTIONED, WITH WHOM YOU HAVE BEEN PROVED TO COINCIDE IN EXPRESSION, KNOW, OR NOT KNOW, THE TRUTH? IF THEY KNEW IT, THEN THE DESCENT OF THE SAVIOUR INTO THIS WORLD WAS SUPERFLUOUS. FOR WHY [IN THAT CASE] DID HE DESCEND? WAS IT THAT HE MIGHT BRING THAT TRUTH WHICH WAS [ALREADY] KNOWN TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THOSE WHO KNEW IT? IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, THESE MEN DID NOT KNOW IT, THEN HOW IS IT THAT, WHILE YOU EXPRESS YOURSELVES IN THE SAME TERMS AS DO THOSE WHO KNEW NOT THE TRUTH, YE BOAST THAT YOURSELVES ALONE POSSESS THAT KNOWLEDGE WHICH IS ABOVE ALL THINGS, ALTHOUGH THEY WHO ARE IGNORANT OF GOD [LIKEWISE] POSSESS IT? THUS, THEN, BY A COMPLETE PERVERSION(1) OF LANGUAGE, THEY STYLE IGNORANCE OF THE TRUTH KNOWLEDGE: AND PAUL WELL SAYS [OF THEM, THAT [THEY MAKE USE OF] "NOVELTIES OF WORDS OF FALSE KNOWLEDGE."(2) FOR THAT KNOWLEDGE OF THEIRS IS TRULY FOUND TO BE FALSE. IF, HOWEVER, TAKING AN IMPUDENT COURSE WITH RESPECT TO THESE POINTS, THEY DECLARE THAT MEN INDEED DID NOT KNOW THE TRUTH, BUT THAT THEIR MOTHER,(3) THE SEED OF THE FATHER, PROCLAIMED THE MYSTERIES OF TRUTH THROUGH SUCH MEN, EVEN AS ALSO THROUGH THE PROPHETS, WHILE THE DEMIURGE WAS IGNORANT [OF THE PROCEEDING], THEN I ANSWER, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THAT THE THINGS WHICH WERE PREDICTED WERE NOT OF SUCH A NATURE AS TO BE INTELLIGIBLE TO NO ONE; FOR THE MEN THEMSELVES KNEW WHAT THEY WERE SAYING, AS DID ALSO THEIR DISCIPLES, AND THOSE AGAIN SUCCEEDED THESE. AND, IN THE NEXT PLACE, IF EITHER THE MOTHER OR HER SEED KNEW AND PROCLAIMED THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE OF THE TRUTH (AND THE FATHER(4) IS TRUTH), THEN ON THEIR THEORY THE SAVIOUR SPOKE FALSELY WHEN HE SAID, "NO ONE KNOWETH THE FATHER BUT THE SON,"(5) UNLESS INDEED THEY MAINTAIN THAT THEIR SEED OR MOTHER IS NO-ONE. 
8. THUS FAR, THEN, BY MEANS OF [ASCRIBING TO THEIR AEONS] HUMAN FEELINGS, AND BY THE FACT THAT THEY LARGELY COINCIDE IN THEIR LANGUAGE WITH MANY OF THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT OF GOD, THEY HAVE BEEN SEEN PLAUSIBLY DRAWING A CERTAIN NUMBER AWAY [FROM THE TRUTH]. THEY LEAD THEM ON BY THE USE OF THOSE [EXPRESSIONS] WITH WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN FAMILIAR, TO THAT SORT OF DISCOURSE WHICH TREATS OF ALL THINGS, SETTING FORTH THE PRODUCTION OF THE WORD OF GOD, AND OF ZOE, AND OF NOUS, AND BRINGING INTO THE WORLD, AS IT WERE, THE [SUCCESSIVE] EMANATIONS OF THE DEITY. THE VIEWS, AGAIN, WHICH THEY PROPOUND, WITHOUT EITHER PLAUSIBILITY OR PARADE, ARE SIMPLY LIES FROM BEGINNING TO END. JUST AS THOSE WHO, IN ORDER TO LURE AND CAPTURE ANY KIND OF ANIMALS, PLACE THEIR ACCUSTOMED FOOD BEFORE THEM, GRADUALLY DRAWING THEM ON BY MEANS OF THE FAMILIAR ALIMENT, UNTIL AT LENGTH THEY SEIZE IT, BUT, WHEN THEY HAVE TAKEN THEM CAPTIVE, THEY SUBJECT THEM TO THE BITTEREST OF BENDAGE, AND DRAG THEM ALONG WITH VIOLENCE WHITHERSOEVER THEY PLEASE; SO ALSO DO THESE MEN GRADUALLY AND GENTLY PERSUADING [OTHERS], BY MEANS OF THEIR PLAUSIBLE SPEECHES, TO ACCEPT OF THE EMISSION WHICH HAS BEEN MENTIONED, THEN BRING FORWARD THINGS WHICH ARE NOT CONSISTENT, AND FORMS OF THE REMAINING EMISSIONS WHICH ARE NOT SUCH AS MIGHT HAVE BEEN EXPECTED. THEY DECLARE, FOR INSTANCE, THAT [TEN](6) AEONS WERE SENT FORTH BY LOGOS AND ZOE, WHILE FROM ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA THERE PROCEEDED TWELVE, ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE NEITHER PROOF, NOR TESTIMONY, NOR PROBABILITY, NOR ANYTHING WHATEVER OF SUCH A NATURE [TO SUPPORT THESE ASSERTIONS]; AND WITH EQUAL FOLLY AND AUDACITY DO THEY WISH IT TO BE BELIEVED THAT FROM LOGOS AND ZOE, BEING AEONS, WERE SENT FORTH BYTHUS AND MIXIS, AGERATOS AND HENOSIS, AUTOPHYES AND HEDONE, ACINETOS AND SYNCRASIS, MONOGENES AND MACARIA. MOREOVER, [AS THEY AFFIRM,] THERE WERE SENT FORTH, IN A SIMILAR WAY, FROM ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA, BEING AEONS, PARACLETAS AND PISTIS, PATRICOS AND ELPIS, METRICOS AND AGAPE, AINOS AND SYNESIS, ECCLESIASTICUS AND MACARIOTES, THELETOS AND SOPHIA. 
9. THE PASSIONS AND ERROR OF THIS SOPHIA, AND HOW SHE RAN THE RISK OF PERISHING THROUGH HER INVESTIGATION [OF THE NATURE] OF THE FATHER, AS THEY RELATE, AND WHAT TOOK PLACE OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA, AND FROM WHAT SORT OF A DEFECT THEY TEACH THAT THE MAKER OF THE WORLD WAS PRODUCED, I HAVE SET FORTH IN THE PRECEDING BOOK, DESCRIBING IN IT, WITH ALL DILIGENCE, THE OPINIONS OF THESE HERETICS. [I HAVE ALSO DETAILED THEIR VIEWS] RESPECTING CHRIST, WHOM THEY DESCRIBE AS HAVING BEEN PRODUCED SUBSEQUENTLY TO ALL THESE, AND ALSO REGARDING SOTER, WHO, [ACCORDING TO THEM,] DERIVED HIS BEING FROM THOSE AEONS WHO WERE FORMED WITHIN THE PLEROMA.(7) BUT I HAVE OF NECESSITY MENTIONED THEIR NAMES AT PRESENT, THAT FROM THESE THE ABSURDITY OF THEIR FALSEHOOD MAY BE MADE MANIFEST, AND ALSO THE CONFUSED NATURE OF THE NOMENCLATURE THEY HAVE DEVISED. FOR THEY THEMSELVES DETRACT FROM [THE DIGNITY OF] THEIR AEONS BY A MULTITUDE OF NAMES OF THIS SORT. THEY GIVE OUT NAMES PLAUSIBLE AND CREDIBLE TO THE HEATHEN, [AS BEING SIMILAR] TO THOSE WHO ARE CALLED THEIR TWELVE GODS,(1) AND EVEN THESE THEY WILL HAVE TO BE IMAGES OF THEIR TWELVE AEONS. BUT THE IMAGES [SO CALLED] CAN PRODUCE NAMES [OF THEIR OWN] MUCH MORE-SEEMLY, AND MORE POWERFUL THROUGH THEIR ETYMOLOGY TO INDICATE DIVINITY [THAN ARE THOSE OF THEIR FANCIED PROTOTYPES]. 
CHAP. XV.--NO ACCOUNT CAN BE GIVEN OF THESE PRODUCTIONS. 
1. BUT LET US RETURN TO THE FORE-MENTIONED QUESTION AS TO THE PRODUCTION [OF THE AEONS]. AND, IN THE FIRST PLACE, LET THEM TELL US THE REASON OF THE PRODUCTION OF THE AEONS BEING OF SUCH A KIND THAT THEY DO NOT COME IN CONTACT WITH ANY OF THOSE THINGS WHICH BELONG TO CREATION. FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT THOSE THINGS [ABOVE] WERE NOT MADE ON ACCOUNT OF CREATION, BUT CREATION ON ACCOUNT OF THEM; AND THAT THE FORMER ARE NOT IMAGES OF THE LATTER, BUT THE LATTER OF THE FORMER. AS, THEREFORE, THEY RENDER A REASON FOR THE IMAGES, BY SAYING THAT THE MONTH HAS THIRTY DAYS ON ACCOUNT OF THE THIRTY AEONS, AND THE DAY TWELVE HOURS, AND THE YEAR TWELVE MONTHS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE TWELVE AEONS WHICH ARE WITHIN THE PLEROMA, WITH OTHER SUCH NONSENSE OF THE SAME KIND, LET THEM NOW TELL US ALSO THE REASON FOR THAT PRODUCTION OF THE AEONS, WHY IT WAS OF SUCH A NATURE, FOR WHAT REASON THE FIRST AND FIRST-BEGOTTEN OGDOAD WAS SENT FORTH, AND NOT A PENTAD, OR A TRIAD, OR A SEPTENAD, OR ANY ONE OF THOSE WHICH ARE DEFINED BY A DIFFERENT NUMBER? MOREOVER, HOW DID IT COME TO PASS, THAT FROM LOGOS AND ZOE WERE SENT FORTH TEN AEONS, AND NEITHER MORE NOR LESS; WHILE AGAIN FROM ANTHROPOS AND ECCLESIA PROCEEDED TWELVE, ALTHOUGH THESE MIGHT HAVE BEEN EITHER MORE OR LESS NUMEROUS? 
2. AND THEN, AGAIN, WITH REFERENCE TO THE ENTIRE PLEROMA, WHAT REASON IS THERE THAT IT SHOULD BE DIVIDED INTO THESE THREE--AN OGDOAD, A DECAD, AND A DUODECAD--AND NOT INTO SOME OTHER NUMBER DIFFERENT FROM THESE? MOREOVER, WITH RESPECT TO THE DIVISION ITSELF, WHY HAS IT BEEN MADE INTO THREE PARTS, AND NOT INTO FOUR, OR FIVE, OR SIX, OR INTO SOME OTHER NUMBER AMONG THOSE WHICH HAVE NO CONNECTION WITH SUCH NUMBERS(2) AS BELONG TO CREATION? FOR THEY DESCRIBE THOSE [AEONS ABOVE] AS BEING MORE ANCIENT THAN THESE [CREATED THINGS BELOW], AND IT BEHOOVES THEM TO POSSESS THEIR PRINCIPLE [OF BEING] IN THEMSELVES, ONE WHICH EXISTED BEFORE CREATION, AND NOT AFTER THE PATTERN OF CREATION, ALL EXACTLY AGREEING AS TO THE POINT.(3) 
3. THE ACCOUNT WHICH WE GIVE OF CREATION IS ONE HARMONIOUS WITH THAT REGULAR ORDER [OF THINGS PREVAILING IN THE WORLD], FOR THIS SCHEME OF OURS IS ADAPTED TO THE(4) THINGS WHICH HAVE [ACTUALLY] BEEN MADE; BUT IT IS A MATTER OF NECESSITY THAT THEY, BEING UNABLE TO ASSIGN ANY REASON BELONGING TO THE THINGS THEMSELVES, WITH REGARD TO THOSE BEINGS THAT EXISTED BEFORE [CREATION], AND WERE PERFECTED BY THEMSELVES, SHOULD FALL INTO THE GREATEST PERPLEXITY. FOR, AS TO THE POINTS ON WHICH THEY INTERROGATE US AS KNOWING NOTHING OF CREATION, THEY THEMSELVES, WHEN QUESTIONED IN TURN RESPECTING THE PLEROMA, EITHER MAKE MENTION OF MERE HUMAN FEELINGS, OR HAVE RECOURSE TO THAT SORT OF SPEECH WHICH BEARS ONLY UPON THAT HARMONY OBSERVABLE IN CREATION, IMPROPERLY GIVING US REPLIES CONCERNING THINGS WHICH ARE SECONDARY, AND NOT CONCERNING THOSE WHICH, AS THEY MAINTAIN, ARE PRIMARY. FOR WE DO NOT QUESTION THEM CONCERNING THAT HARMONY WHICH BELONGS TO CREATION, NOR CONCERNING HUMAN FEELINGS; BUT BECAUSE THEY MUST ACKNOWLEDGE, AS TO THEIR OCTIFORM, DECIFORM, AND DUODECIFORM PLEROMA (THE IMAGE OF WHICH THEY DECLARE CREATION TO BE), THAT THEIR FATHER FORMED IT OF THAT FIGURE VAINLY AND THOUGHTLESSLY, AND MUST ASCRIBE TO HIM DEFORMITY, IF HE MADE ANYTHING WITHOUT A REASON. OR, AGAIN, IF THEY DECLARE THAT THE PLEROMA WAS SO PRODUCED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FORESIGHT OF THE FATHER, FOR THE SAKE OF CREATION, AS IF HE HAD THUS SYMMETRICALLY ARRANGED ITS VERY ESSENCE, THEN IT FOLLOWS THAT THE PLEROMA CAN NO LONGER BE REGARDED AS HAVING BEEN FORMED ON ITS OWN ACCOUNT, BUT FOR THE SAKE OF THAT [CREATION] WHICH WAS TO BE ITS IMAGE AS POSSESSING ITS LIKENESS (JUST AS THE CLAY MODEL IS NOT MOULDED FOR ITS OWN SAKE, BUT FOR THE SAKE OF THE STATUE IN BRASS, OR GOLD, OR SILVER ABOUT TO BE FORMED), THEN CREATION WILL HAVE GREATER HONOUR THAN THE PLEROMA, IF, FOR ITS SAKE, THOSE THINGS [ABOVE] WERE PRODUCED. 
CHAP. XVI.--THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD EITHER PRODUCED OF HIMSELF THE IMAGES OF THINGS TO BE MADE, OR THE PLEROMA WAS FORMED AFTER THE IMAGE OF SOME PREVIOUS SYSTEM; AND SO ON AD INFINITUM. 
1. BUT IF THEY WILL NOT YIELD ASSENT TO ANY ONE OF THESE CONCLUSIONS, SINCE IN THAT CASE THEY WOULD BE PROVED BY US AS INCAPABLE OF RENDERING ANY REASON FOR SUCH A PRODUCTION OF THEIR PLEROMA, THEY WILL OF NECESSITY BE SHUT UP TO THIS--THAT THEY CONFESS THAT, ABOVE THE PLEROMA, THERE WAS SOME OTHER SYSTEM MORE SPIRITUAL AND MORE POWERFUL, AFTER THE IMAGE OF WHICH THEIR PLEROMA WAS FORMED. FOR IF THE DEMIURGE DID NOT OF HIMSELF CONSTRUCT THAT FIGURE OF CREATION WHICH EXISTS, BUT MADE IT AFTER THE FORM OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE, THEN FROM WHOM DID THEIR BYTHUS--WHO, TO BE SURE, BROUGHT IT ABOUT THAT THE PLEROMA SHOULD BE POSSESSED OF A CONFIGURATION OF THIS KIND--RECEIVE THE FIGURE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH EXISTED BEFORE HIMSELF? FOR IT MUST NEEDS BE, EITHER THAT THE INTENTION [OF CREATING] DWELT IN THAT GOD WHO MADE THE WORLD, SO THAT OF HIS OWN POWER, AND FROM HIMSELF, HE OBTAINED THE MODEL OF ITS FORMATION; OR, IF ANY DEPARTURE IS MADE FROM THIS BEING, THEN THERE WILL ARISE A NECESSITY FOR CONSTANTLY ASKING WHENCE THERE CAME TO THAT ONE WHO IS ABOVE HIM THE CONFIGURATION OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE; WHAT, TOO, WAS THE NUMBER OF THE PRODUCTIONS; AND WHAT THE SUBSTANCE OF THE MODEL ITSELF? IF, HOWEVER, IT WAS IN THE POWER OF BYTHUS TO IMPART OF HIMSELF SUCH A CONFIGURATION TO THE PLEROMA, THEN WHY MAY IT NOT HAVE BEEN IN THE POWER OF THE DEMIURGE TO FORM OF HIMSELF SUCH A WORLD AS EXISTS? AND THEN, AGAIN, IF CREATION BE AN IMAGE OF THOSE THINGS [ABOVE], WHY SHOULD WE NOT AFFIRM THAT THOSE ARE, IN TURN, IMAGES OF OTHERS ABOVE THEM, AND THOSE ABOVE THESE AGAIN, OF OTHERS, AND THUS GO ON SUPPOSING INNUMERABLE IMAGES OF IMAGES? 
2. THIS DIFFICULTY PRESENTED ITSELF TO BASILIDES AFTER HE HAD UTTERLY MISSED THE TRUTH, AND WAS CONCEIVING THAT, BY AN INFINITE SUCCESSION OF THOSE BEINGS THAT WERE FORMED FROM ONE ANOTHER, HE MIGHT ESCAPE SUCH PERPLEXITY. WHEN HE HAD PROCLAIMED THAT THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE HEAVENS WERE FORMED THROUGH SUCCESSION AND SIMILITUDE BY ONE ANOTHER, AND THAT A MANIFEST PROOF [OF THE EXISTENCE] OF THESE WAS FOUND IN THE NUMBER OF THE DAYS OF THE YEAR, AS I STATED BEFORE; AND THAT ABOVE THESE THERE WAS A POWER WHICH THEY ALSO STYLE UNNAMABLE, AND ITS DISPENSATION--HE DID NOT EVEN IN THIS WAY ESCAPE SUCH PERPLEXITY. FOR, WHEN ASKED WHENCE CAME THE IMAGE OF ITS CONFIGURATION TO THAT HEAVEN WHICH IS ABOVE ALL, AND FROM WHICH HE WISHES THE REST TO BE REGARDED AS HAVING BEEN FORMED BY MEANS OF SUCCESSION, HE WILL SAY, FROM THAT DISPENSATION WHICH BELONGS TO THE UNNAMABLE. HE MUST THEN SAY, EITHER THAT THE UNSPEAKABLE FORMED IT OF HIMSELF, OR HE WILL FIND IT NECESSARY TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THERE IS SOME OTHER POWER ABOVE THIS BEING, FROM WHOM HIS UNNAMABLE ONE DERIVED SUCH VAST NUMBERS OF CONFIGURATIONS AS DO, ACCORDING TO HIM, EXIST. 
3. HOW MUCH SAFER AND MORE ACCURATE A COURSE IS IT, THEN, TO CONFESS AT ONCE THAT WHICH IS TRUE: THAT THIS GOD, THE CREATOR, WHO FORMED THE WORLD, IS THE ONLY GOD, AND THAT THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BESIDES HIM--HE HIMSELF RECEIVING FROM HIMSELF THE MODEL AND FIGURE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE-- THAN THAT, AFTER WEARYING OURSELVES WITH SUCH AN IMPIOUS AND CIRCUITOUS DESCRIPTION, WE SHOULD BE COMPELLED, AT SOME POINT OR ANOTHER, TO FIX THE MIND ON SOME ONE, AND TO CONFESS THAT FROM HIM PROCEEDED THE CONFIGURATION OF THINGS CREATED. 
4. AS TO THE ACCUSATION BROUGHT AGAINST US BY THE FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS, WHEN THEY DECLARE THAT WE CONTINUE IN THAT HEBDOMAD WHICH IS BELOW, AS IF WE COULD NOT LIFT OUR MINDS ON HIGH, NOR UNDERSTAND THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE, BECAUSE WE DO NOT ACCEPT THEIR MONSTROUS ASSERTIONS: THIS VERY CHARGE DO THE FOLLOWERS OF BASILIDES BRING IN TURN AGAINST THEM, INASMUCH AS THEY (THE VALENTINIANS) KEEP CIRCLING ABOUT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE BELOW, [GOING] AS FAR AS THE FIRST AND SECOND OGDOAD, AND BECAUSE THEY UNSKILLFULLY IMAGINE THAT, IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE THIRTY AEONS, THEY HAVE DISCOVERED HIM WHO IS ABOVE ALL THINGS FATHER, NOT FOLLOWING OUT IN THOUGHT THEIR INVESTIGATIONS TO THAT PLEROMA WHICH IS ABOVE THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE HEAVENS, WHICH(1) IS ABOVE FORTY-FIVE OGDOADS. AND ANY ONE, AGAIN, MIGHT BRING AGAINST THEM THE SAME CHARGE, BY IMAGINING FOUR THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY HEAVENS, OR AEONS, SINCE THE DAYS OF THE YEAR CONTAIN THAT NUMBER OF HOURS. IF, AGAIN, SOME ONE ADDS ALSO THE NIGHTS, THUS DOUBLING THE HOURS WHICH HAVE BEEN MENTIONED, IMAGINING THAT [IN THIS WAY] HE HAS DISCOVERED A GREAT MULTITUDE OF OGDOADS, AND A KIND OF INNUMERABLE COMPANY(2) OF AEONS, AND THUS, IN OPPOSITION TO HIM WHO IS ABOVE ALL THINGS FATHER, CONCEIVING HIMSELF MORE PERFECT THAN ALL [OTHERS], HE WILL BRING THE SAME CHARGE AGAINST ALL, INASMUCH AS THEY ARE NOT CAPABLE OF RISING TO THE CONCEPTION OF SUCH A MULTITUDE OF HEAVENS OR AEONS AS HE HAS ANNOUNCED, BUT ARE EITHER SO DEFICIENT AS TO REMAIN AMONG THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE BELOW, OR CONTINUE IN THE INTERMEDIATE SPACE. 
CHAP. XVII.--INQUIRY INTO THE PRODUCTION OF THE AEONS: WHATEVER ITS SUPPOSED NATURE, IT IS IN EVERY RESPECT INCONSISTENT; AND ON THE HYPOTHESIS OF THE HERETICS, EVEN NOUS AND THE FATHER HIMSELF WOULD BE STAINED WITH IGNORANCE. 
1. THAT SYSTEM, THEN, WHICH HAS RESPECT TO THEIR PLEROMA, AND ESPECIALLY THAT PART OF IT WHICH REFERS TO THE PRIMARY OGDOAD BEING THUS BURDENED WITH SO GREAT CONTRADICTIONS AND PERPLEXITIES, LET ME NOW GO ON TO EXAMINE THE REMAINDER OF THEIR SCHEME. [IN DOING SO] ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR MADNESS, I SHALL BE MAKING INQUIRY RESPECTING THINGS WHICH HAVE NO REAL EXISTENCE; YET IT IS NECESSARY TO DO THIS, SINCE THE TREATMENT OF THIS SUBJECT HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED TO ME, AND SINCE I DESIRE ALL MEN TO COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, AS WELL AS BECAUSE THOU THYSELF HAST ASKED TO RECEIVE FROM ME FULL AND COMPLETE MEANS FOR OVERTURNING [THE VIEWS OF] THESE MEN. 
2. I ASK, THEN, IN WHAT MANNER WERE THE REST OF THE AEONS PRODUCED? WAS IT SO AS TO BE UNITED WITH HIM WHO PRODUCED THEM, EVEN AS THE SOLAR RAYS ARE WITH THE SUN; OR WAS IT ACTUALLY(1) AND SEPARATELY, SO THAT EACH OF THEM POSSESSED AN INDEPENDENT EXISTENCE AND HIS OWN SPECIAL FORM, JUST AS HAS A MAN FROM ANOTHER MAN, AND ONE HERD OF CATTLE FROM ANOTHER? OR WAS IT AFTER THE MANNER OF GERMINATION, AS BRANCHES FROM A TREE? AND WERE THEY OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE WITH THOSE WHO PRODUCED THEM, OR DID THEY DERIVE THEIR SUBSTANCE FROM SOME OTHER [KIND OF] SUBSTANCE? ALSO, WERE THEY PRODUCED AT THE SAME TIME, SO AS TO BE CONTEMPORARIES; OR AFTER A CERTAIN ORDER, SO THAT SOME OF THEM WERE OLDER, AND OTHERS YOUNGER? AND, AGAIN, ARE THEY UNCOMPOUNDED AND UNIFORM, AND ALTOGETHER EQUAL AND SIMILAR AMONG THEMSELVES, AS SPIRIT AND LIGHT ARE PRODUCED; OR ARE THEY COMPOUNDED AND DIFFERENT, UNLIKE [TO EACH OTHER] IN THEIR MEMBERS? 
3. IF EACH OF THEM WAS PRODUCED, AFTER THE MANNER OF MEN, ACTUALLY AND ACCORDING TO ITS OWN GENERATION, THEN EITHER THOSE THUS GENERATED BY THE FATHER WILL BE OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE WITH HIM, AND SIMILAR TO THEIR AUTHOR; OR IF(2) THEY APPEAR DISSIMILAR, THEN IT MUST OF NECESSITY BE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THEY ARE [FORMED OF SOME DIFFERENT SUBSTANCE. NOW, IF THE BEINGS GENERATED BY THE FATHER BE SIMILAR TO THEIR AUTHOR, THEN THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN PRODUCED MUST REMAIN FOR EVER IMPOSSIBLE, EVEN AS IS HE WHO PRODUCED THEM; BUT IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY ARE OF A DIFFERENT SUBSTANCE, WHICH IS CAPABLE OF PASSION, THEN WHENCE CAME THIS DISSIMILAR SUBSTANCE TO FIND A PLACE WITHIN THE INCORRUPTIBLE PLEROMA? FURTHER, TOO, ACCORDING TO THIS PRINCIPLE, EACH ONE OF THEM MUST BE UNDERSTOOD AS BEING COMPLETELY SEPARATED FROM EVERY OTHER, EVEN AS MEN ARE NOT MIXED WITH NOR UNITED THE ONE TO THE OTHER, BUT EACH HAVING A DISTINCT SHAPE OF HIS OWN, AND A DEFINITE SPHERE OF ACTION, WHILE EACH ONE OF THEM, TOO, IS FORMED OF A PARTICULAR SIZE, QUALITIES CHARACTERISTIC OF A BODY, AND NOT OF A SPIRIT. LET THEM THEREFORE NO LONGER SPEAK OF THE PLEROMA AS BEING SPIRITUAL, OR OF THEMSELVES AS "SPIRITUAL," IF INDEED THEIR AEONS SIT FEASTING WITH THE FATHER, JUST AS IF THEY WERE MEN, AND HE HIMSELF IS OF SUCH A CONFIGURATION AS THOSE REVEAL HIM TO BE WHO WERE PRODUCED BY HIM. 
4. IF, AGAIN, THE AEONS WERE DERIVED FROM LOGOS, LOGOS FROM NOUS, AND NOUS FROM BYTHUS, JUST AS LIGHTS ARE KINDLED FROM A LIGHT--AS, FOR EXAMPLE, TORCHES ARE FROM A TORCH--THEN THEY MAY NO DOUBT DIFFER IN GENERATION AND SIZE FROM ONE ANOTHER; BUT SINCE THEY ARE OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE WITH THE AUTHOR OF THEIR PRODUCTION, THEY MUST EITHER ALL REMAIN FOR EVER IMPOSSIBLE, OR THEIR FATHER HIMSELF MUST PARTICIPATE IN PASSION. FOR THE TORCH WHICH HAS BEEN KINDLED SUBSEQUENTLY CANNOT BE POSSESSED OF A DIFFERENT KIND OF LIGHT FROM THAT WHICH PRECEDED IT. WHEREFORE ALSO THEIR LIGHTS, WHEN BLENDED IN ONE, RETURN TO THE ORIGINAL IDENTITY, SINCE THAT ONE LIGHT IS THEN FORMED WHICH HAS EXISTED EVEN FROM THE BEGINNING. BUT WE CANNOT SPEAK, WITH RESPECT TO LIGHT ITSELF, OF SOME PART BEING MORE RECENT IN ITS ORIGIN, AND ANOTHER BEING MORE ANCIENT (FOR THE WHOLE IS BUT ONE LIGHT); NOR CAN WE SO SPEAK EVEN IN REGARD TO THOSE TORCHES WHICH HAVE RECEIVED THE LIGHT (FOR THESE ARE ALL CONTEMPORARY AS RESPECTS THEIR MATERIAL SUBSTANCE, FOR THE SUBSTANCE OF TORCHES IS ONE AND THE SAME), BUT SIMPLY AS TO [THE TIME OF] ITS BEING KINDLED, SINCE ONE WAS LIGHTED A LITTLE WHILE AGO, AND ANOTHER HAS JUST NOW BEEN KINDLED. 
5. THE DEFECT, THEREFORE, OF THAT PASSION WHICH HAS REGARD TO IGNORANCE, WILL EITHER ATTACH ALIKE TO THEIR WHOLE PLEROMA, SINCE [ALL ITS MEMBERS] ARE OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE; AND THE PROPATOR WILL SHARE IN THIS DEFECT OF IGNORANCE--THAT IS, WILL BE IGNORANT OF HIMSELF; OR, ON THE OTHER HAND, ALL THOSE LIGHTS WHICH ARE WITHIN THE PLEROMA WILL ALIKE REMAIN FOR EVER IMPASSIBLE. WHENCE, THEN, COMES THE PASSION OF THE YOUNGEST AEON, IF THE LIGHT OF THE FATHER IS THAT FROM WHICH ALL OTHER LIGHTS HAVE BEEN FORMED, AND WHICH IS BY NATURE IMPASSIBLE? AND HOW CAN ONE AEON BE SPOKEN OF AS EITHER YOUNGER OR OLDER AMONG THEMSELVES, SINCE THERE IS BUT ONE LIGHT IN THE ENTIRE PLEROMA? AND IF ANY ONE CALLS THEM STARS, THEY WILL ALL NEVERTHELESS APPEAR TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SAME NATURE. FOR IF "ONE STAR DIFFERS FROM ANOTHER STAR IN GLORY,"(3) BUT NOT IN QUALITIES, NOR SUBSTANCE, NOR IN THE FACT OF BEING PASSIBLE OR IMPASSIBLE; SO ALL THESE, SINCE THEY ARE ALIKE DERIVED FROM THE LIGHT OF THE FATHER, MUST EITHER BE NATURALLY IMPOSSIBLE AND IMMUTABLE, OR THEY MUST ALL, IN COMMON WITH THE LIGHT OF THE FATHER, BE PASSIBLE, AND ARE CAPABLE OF THE VARYING PHASES OF CORRUPTION. 
6. THE SAME CONCLUSION WILL FOLLOW, ALTHOUGH THEY AFFIRM THAT THE PRODUCTION OF AEONS SPRANG FROM LOGOS, AS BRANCHES FROM A TREE, SINCE LOGOS HAS HIS GENERATION FROM THEIR FATHER. FOR ALL [THE AEONS] ARE FORMED OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE WITH THE FATHER, DIFFERING FROM ONE ANOTHER ONLY IN SIZE, AND NOT IN NATURE, AND FILLING UP THE GREATNESS OF THE FATHER, EVEN AS THE FINGERS COMPLETE THE HAND. IF THEREFORE HE EXISTS IN PASSION AND IGNORANCE, SO MUST ALSO THOSE AEONS WHO HAVE BEEN GENERATED BY HIM. BUT IF IT IS IMPIOUS TO ASCRIBE IGNORANCE AND PASSION TO THE FATHER OF ALL, HOW CAN THEY DESCRIBE AN AEON PRODUCED BY HIM AS BEING PASSIBLE; AND WHILE THEY ASCRIBE THE SAME IMPIETY TO THE VERY WISDOM (SOPHIA) OF GOD, HOW CAN THEY STILL CALL THEMSELVES RELIGIOUS MEN? 
7. IF, AGAIN, THEY DECLARE THAT THEIR AEONS WERE SENT FORTH JUST AS RAYS ARE FROM THE SUN, THEN, SINCE ALL ARE OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE AND SPRUNG FROM THE SAME SOURCE, ALL MUST EITHER BE CAPABLE OF PASSION ALONG WITH HIM WHO PRODUCED THEM, OR ALL WILL REMAIN IMPASSIBLE FOR EVER. FOR THEY CAN NO LONGER MAINTAIN THAT, OF BEINGS SO PRODUCED, SOME ARE IMPASSIBLE AND OTHERS PASSIBLE. IF, THEN, THEY DECLARE ALL IMPASSIBLE, THEY DO THEMSELVES DESTROY THEIR OWN ARGUMENT. FOR HOW COULD THE YOUNGEST AEON HAVE SUFFERED PASSION IF ALL WERE IMPASSIBLE? IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY DECLARE THAT ALL PARTOOK OF THIS PASSION, AS INDEED SOME OF THEM VENTURE TO MAINTAIN, THEN, INASMUCH AS IT ORIGINATED WITH LOGOS,(1) BUT FLOWED ONWARDS TO SOPHIA, THEY WILL THUS BE CONVICTED OF TRACING BACK THE PASSION TO LOGOS, WHO IS THE(2) NOUS OF THIS PROPATOR, AND SO ACKNOWLEDGING THE NOUS OF THE PROPATOR AND THE FATHER HIMSELF TO HAVE EXPERIENCED PASSION. FOR THE FATHER OF ALL IS NOT TO BE REGARDED AS A KIND OF COMPOUND BEING, WHO CAN BE SEPARATED FROM HIS NOUS (MIND), AS I HAVE ALREADY SHOWN; BUT NOUS IS THE FATHER, AND THE FATHER NOUS. IT NECESSARILY FOLLOWS, THEREFORE, BOTH THAT HE WHO SPRINGS FROM HIM AS LOGOS, OR RATHER THAT NOUS HIMSELF, SINCE HE IS LOGOS, MUST BE PERFECT AND IMPASSIBLE, AND THAT THOSE PRODUCTIONS WHICH PROCEED FROM HIM, SEEING THAT THEY ARE OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE WITH HIMSELF, SHOULD BE PERFECT AND IMPASSIBLE, AND SHOULD EVER REMAIN SIMILAR TO HIM WHO PRODUCED THEM. 
8. IT CANNOT THEREFORE LONGER BE HELD, AS THESE MEN TEACH, THAT LOGOS, AS OCCUPYING THE THIRD PLACE IN GENERATION, WAS IGNORANT OF THE FATHER. SUCH A THING MIGHT INDEED PERHAPS BE DEEMED PROBABLE IN THE CASE OF THE GENERATION OF HUMAN BEINGS, INASMUCH AS THESE FREQUENTLY KNOW NOTHING OF THEIR PARENTS; BUT IT IS ALTOGETHER IMPOSSIBLE IN THE CASE OF THE LOGOS OF THE FATHER. FOR IF, EXISTING IN THE FATHER, HE KNOWS HIM IN WHOM HE EXISTS--THAT IS, IS NOT IGNORANT OF HIMSELF--THEN THOSE PRODUCTIONS WHICH ISSUE FROM HIM BEING HIS POWERS (FACULTIES), AND ALWAYS PRESENT WITH HIM, WILL NOT BE IGNORANT OF HIM WHO EMITTED THEM, ANY MORE THAN RAYS [MAY BE SUPPOSED TO BE] OF THE SUN. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE, THEREFORE, THAT THE SOPHIA (WISDOM) OF GOD, SHE WHO IS WITHIN THE PLEROMA, INASMUCH AS SHE HAS BEEN PRODUCED IN SUCH A MANNER, SHOULD HAVE FALLEN UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF PASSION, AND CONCEIVED SUCH IGNORANCE. BUT IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THAT SOPHIA (WISDOM) WHO PERTAINS TO [THE SCHEME] OF VALENTINUS, INASMUCH AS SHE IS A PRODUCTION OF THE DEVIL, SHOULD FALL INTO EVERY KIND OF PASSION, AND EXHIBIT THE PROFOUNDEST IGNORANCE. FOR WHEN THEY THEMSELVES BEAR TESTIMONY CONCERNING THEIR MOTHER, TO THE EFFECT THAT SHE WAS THE OFFSPRING OF AN ERRING AEON, WE NEED NO LONGER SEARCH FOR A REASON WHY THE SONS OF SUCH A MOTHER SHOULD BE EVER SWIMMING IN THE DEPTHS OF IGNORANCE. 
9. I AM NOT AWARE THAT, BESIDES THESE PRODUCTIONS [WHICH HAVE BEEN MENTIONED], THEY ARE ABLE TO SPEAK OF ANY OTHER; INDEED, THEY HAVE NOT BEEN KNOWN TO ME (ALTHOUGH I HAVE HAD VERY FREQUENT DISCUSSIONS WITH THEM CONCERNING FORMS OF THIS KIND) AS EVER SETTING FORTH ANY OTHER PECULIAR KIND OF BEING AS PRODUCED [IN THE MANNER UNDER CONSIDERATION]. THIS ONLY THEY MAINTAIN, THAT EACH ONE OF THESE WAS SO PRODUCED AS TO KNOW MERELY THAT ONE WHO PRODUCED HIM, WHILE HE WAS IGNORANT OF THE ONE WHO IMMEDIATELY PRECEDED. BUT THEY DO NOT IN THIS MATTER GO FORWARD [IN THEIR ACCOUNT] WITH ANY KIND OF DEMONSTRATION AS TO THE MANNER IN WHICH THESE WERE PRODUCED, OR HOW SUCH A THING COULD TAKE PLACE AMONG SPIRITUAL BEINGS. FOR, IN WHATSOEVER WAY THEY MAY CHOOSE TO GO FORWARD, THEY WILL FEEL THEMSELVES BOUND (WHILE, AS REGARDS THE TRUTH, THEY DEPART(3) ENTIRELY FROM RIGHT REASON) TO PROCEED SO FAR AS TO MAINTAIN THAT THEIR WORD, WHO SPRINGS FROM THE NOUS OF THE PROPATOR,--TO MAINTAIN, I SAY, THAT HE WAS PRODUCED IN A STATE OF DEGENERACY. FOR [THEY HOLD] THAT PERFECT NOUS, PREVIOUSLY BEGOTTEN BY THE PERFECT BYTHUS, WAS NOT CAPABLE OF RENDERING THAT PRODUCTION WHICH ISSUED FROM HIM PERFECT, BUT [COULD ONLY BRING IT FORTH] UTTERLY BLIND TO THE KNOWLEDGE AND GREATNESS OF THE FATHER. THEY ALSO MAINTAIN THAT THE SAVIOUR EXHIBITED AN EMBLEM OF THIS MYSTERY IN THE CASE OF THAT MAN WHO WAS BLIND FROM HIS BIRTH,(4) SINCE THE AEON WAS IN THIS MANNER PRODUCED BY MONOGENES BLIND, THAT IS, IN IGNORANCE, THUS FALSELY ASCRIBING IGNORANCE AND BLINDNESS TO THE WORD OF GOD, WHO, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN THEORY, HOLDS THE SECOND [PLACE OF] PRODUCTION FROM THE PROPATOR. ADMIRABLE SOPHISTS, AND EXPLORERS OF THE SUBLIMITIES OF THE UNKNOWN FATHER, AND REHEARSERS OF THOSE SUPER-CELESTIAL MYSTERIES "WHICH THE ANGELS DESIRE TO LOOK INTO!"(5) THAT THEY MAY LEARN THAT FROM THE NOUS OF THAT FATHER WHO IS ABOVE ALL, THE WORD WAS PRODUCED BLIND, THAT IS, IGNORANT OF THE FATHER WHO PRODUCED HIM! 
10. BUT, YE MISERABLE SOPHISTS, HOW COULD THE NOUS OF THE FATHER, OR RATHER THE VERY FATHER HIMSELF, SINCE HE IS NOUS AND PERFECT IN ALL THINGS, HAVE PRODUCED HIS OWN LOGOS AS AN IMPERFECT AND BLIND AEON, WHEN HE WAS ABLE ALSO TO PRODUCE ALONG WITH HIM THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER? AS YE AFFIRM THAT CHRIST WAS GENERATED AFTER THE REST, AND YET DECLARE THAT HE WAS PRODUCED PERFECT, MUCH MORE THEN SHOULD LOGOS, WHO IS ANTERIOR TO HIM IN AGE, BE PRODUCED BY THE SAME NOUS, UNQUESTIONABLY PERFECT, AND NOT BLIND; NOR COULD HE, AGAIN, HAVE PRODUCED AEONS STILL BLINDER THAN HIMSELF, UNTIL AT LAST YOUR SOPHIA, ALWAYS UTTERLY BLINDED, GAVE BIRTH TO SO VAST A BODY OF EVILS. AND YOUR FATHER IS THE CAUSE OF ALL THIS MISCHIEF; FOR YE DECLARE THE MAGNITUDE AND POWER OF YOUR FATHER TO BE THE CAUSES OF IGNORANCE, ASSIMILATING HIM TO BYTHUS, AND ASSIGNING THIS AS A NAME TO HIM WHO IS THE UNNAMABLE FATHER. BUT IF IGNORANCE IS AN EVIL, AND YE DECLARE ALL EVILS TO HAVE DERIVED THEIR STRENGTH FROM IT, WHILE YE MAINTAIN THAT THE GREATNESS AND POWER OF THE FATHER IS THE CAUSE OF THIS IGNORANCE, YE DO THUS SET HIM FORTH AS THE AUTHOR OF [ALL] EVILS. FOR YE STATE AS THE CAUSE OF EVIL THIS FACT, THAT [NO ONE] COULD CONTEMPLATE HIS GREATNESS. BUT IF IT WAS REALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE FATHER TO MAKE HIMSELF KNOWN FROM THE BEGINNING TO THOSE [BEINGS] THAT WERE FORMED BY HIM, HE MUST IN THAT CASE BE HELD FREE FROM BLAME, INASMUCH AS HE COULD NOT REMOVE THE IGNORANCE OF THOSE WHO CAME AFTER HIM. BUT IF, AT A SUBSEQUENT PERIOD, WHEN HE SO WILLED IT, HE COULD TAKE AWAY THAT IGNORANCE WHICH HAD INCREASED WITH THE SUCCESSIVE PRODUCTIONS AS THEY FOLLOWED EACH OTHER, AND THUS BECOME DEEPLY SEATED IN THE AEONS, MUCH MORE, HAD HE SO WILLED IT MIGHT HE FORMERLY HAVE PREVENTED THAT IGNORANCE, WHICH AS YET WAS NOT, FROM COINING INTO EXISTENCE. 
11. SINCE THEREFORE, AS SOON AS HE SO PLEASED, HE DID BECOME KNOWN NOT ONLY TO THE AEONS, BUT ALSO TO THESE MEN WHO LIVED IN THESE LATTER TIMES; BUT, AS HE DID NOT SO PLEASE TO BE KNOWN FROM THE BEGINNING, HE REMAINED UNKNOWN--THE CAUSE OF IGNORANCE IS, ACCORDING TO YOU, THE WILL OF THE FATHER. FOR IF HE FOREKNEW THAT THESE THINGS WOULD IN FUTURE HAPPEN IN SUCH A MANNER, WHY THEN DID HE NOT GUARD AGAINST THE IGNORANCE OF THESE BEINGS BEFORE IT HAD OBTAINED A PLACE AMONG THEM, RATHER THAN AFTERWARDS, AS IF UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF REPENTANCE, DEAL WITH IT THROUGH THE PRODUCTION OF CHRIST? FOR THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH THROUGH CHRIST HE CONVEYED TO ALL, HE MIGHT LONG BEFORE HAVE IMPARTED THROUGH LOGOS, WHO WAS ALSO THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN OF MONOGENES. OR IF, KNOWING THEM BEFOREHAND, HE WILLED THAT THESE THINGS SHOULD HAPPEN [AS THEY HAVE DONE], THEN THE WORKS OF IGNORANCE MUST ENDURE FOR EVER, AND NEVER PASS AWAY. FOR THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WILL OF YOUR PROPATOR MUST CONTINUE ALONG WITH THE WILL OF HIM WHO WILLED THEM; OR IF THEY PASS AWAY, THE WILL OF HIM ALSO WHO DECREED THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE A BEING WILL PASS AWAY ALONG WITH THEM. AND WHY DID THE AEONS FIND REST AND ATTAIN PERFECT KNOWLEDGE THROUGH LEARNING [AT LAST] THAT THE FATHER IS ALTOGETHER(2) INCOMPREHENSIBLE? THEY MIGHT SURELY HAVE POSSESSED THIS KNOWLEDGE BEFORE THEY BECAME INVOLVED IN PASSION; FOR THE GREATNESS OF THE FATHER DID NOT SUFFER DIMINUTION FROM THE BEGINNING, SO THAT THESE MIGHT(3) KNOW THAT HE WAS ALTOGETHER INCOMPREHENSIBLE. FOR IF, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS INFINITE GREATNESS, HE REMAINED UNKNOWN, HE OUGHT ALSO ON ACCOUNT OF HIS INFINITE LOVE TO HAVE PRESERVED THOSE IMPASSIBLE WHO WERE PRODUCED BY HIM, SINCE NOTHING HINDERED, AND EXPEDIENCY RATHER REQUIRED, THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE KNOWN FROM THE BEGINNING THAT THE FATHER WAS ALTOGETHER INCOMPREHENSIBLE. 
CHAP. XVIII.--SOPHIA WAS NEVER REALLY IN IGNORANCE OR PASSION; HER ENTHYMESIS COULD NOT HAVE BEEN SEPARATED FROM HERSELF, OR EXHIBITED SPECIAL TENDENCIES OF ITS OWN. 
1. HOW CAN IT BE REGARDED AS OTHERWISE THAN ABSURD, THAT THEY ALSO AFFIRM THIS SOPHIA (WISDOM) TO HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN IGNORANCE, AND DEGENERACY, AND PASSION? FOR THESE THINGS ARE ALIEN AND CONTRARY TO WISDOM, NOR CAN THEY EVER BE QUALITIES BELONGING TO IT. FOR WHEREVER THERE IS A WANT OF FORESIGHT, AND AN IGNORANCE OF THE COURSE OF UTILITY, THERE WISDOM DOES NOT EXIST. LET THEM THEREFORE NO LONGER CALL THIS SUFFERING AEON, SOPHIA, BUT LET THEM GIVE UP EITHER HER NAME OR HER SUFFERINGS. AND LET THEM, MOREOVER, NOT CALL THEIR ENTIRE PLEROMA SPIRITUAL, IF THIS AEON HAD A PLACE WITHIN IT WHEN SHE WAS INVOLVED IN SUCH A TUMULT OF PASSION. FOR EVEN A VIGOROUS SOUL, NOT TO SAY A SPIRITUAL SUBSTANCE, WOULD NOT PASS THROUGH ANY SUCH EXPERIENCE. 
2. AND, AGAIN, HOW COULD HER ENTHYMESIS, GOING FORTH [FROM HER] ALONG WITH THE PASSION, HAVE BECOME A SEPARATE EXISTENCE? FOR ENTHYMESIS (THOUGHT) IS UNDERSTOOD IN CONNECTION WITH SOME PERSON, AND CAN NEVER HAVE AN ISOLATED EXISTENCE BY ITSELF. FOR A BAD ENTHYMESIS IS DESTROYED AND ABSORBED BY A GOOD ONE, EVEN AS A STATE OF DISEASE IS BY HEALTH. WHAT, THEN, WAS THE SORT OF ENTHYMESIS WHICH PRECEDED THAT OF PASSION? [IT WAS THIS]: TO INVESTIGATE THE [NATURE OF] THE FATHER, AND TO CONSIDER HIS GREATNESS. BUT WHAT DID SHE AFTERWARDS BECOME PERSUADED OF, AND SO WAS RESTORED TO HEALTH? [THIS, VIZ.], THAT THE FATHER IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE, AND THAT HE IS PAST FINDING OUT. IT WAS NOT, THEN, A PROPER FEELING THAT SHE WISHED TO KNOW THE FATHER, AND ON THIS ACCOUNT,  SHE BECAME PASSIBLE; BUT WHEN SHE BECAME PERSUADED THAT HE IS UNSEARCHABLE, SHE WAS RESTORED TO HEALTH. AND EVEN NOUS HIMSELF, WHO WAS INQUIRING INTO THE [NATURE OF] THE FATHER, CEASED, ACCORDING TO THEM, TO CONTINUE HIS RESEARCHES, ON LEARNING THAT THE FATHER IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE. 
3. HOW THEN COULD THE ENTHYMESIS SEPARATELY CONCEIVE PASSIONS, WHICH THEMSELVES ALSO WERE HER AFFECTIONS? FOR AFFECTION IS NECESSARILY CONNECTED WITH AN INDIVIDUAL: IT CANNOT COME INTO BEING OR EXIST APART BY ITSELF. THIS OPINION [OF THEIRS], HOWEVER, IS NOT ONLY UNTENABLE, BUT ALSO OPPOSED TO THAT WHICH WAS SPOKEN BY OUR LORD: "SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND."(1) FOR THE LORD RENDERS HIS DISCIPLES PERFECT BY THEIR SEEKING AFTER AND FINDING THE FATHER; BUT THAT CHRIST OF THEIRS, WHO IS ABOVE, HAS RENDERED THEM PERFECT, BY THE FACT THAT HE HAS COMMANDED THE AEONS NOT TO SEEK AFTER THE FATHER, PERSUADING THEM THAT, THOUGH THEY SHOULD LABOUR HARD, THEY WOULD NOT FIND HIM. AND THEY(2) DECLARE THAT THEY THEMSELVES ARE PERFECT, BY THE FACT THAT THEY MAINTAIN THEY HAVE FOUND THEIR BYTHUS; WHILE THE AEONS [HAVE BEEN MADE PERFECT] THROUGH MEANS OF THIS, THAT HE IS UNSEARCHABLE WHO WAS INQUIRED AFTER BY THEM. 
4. SINCE, THEREFORE, THE ENTHYMESIS HERSELF COULD NOT EXIST SEPARATELY, APART FROM THE AEON, [IT IS OBVIOUS THAT] THEY BRING FORWARD STILL GREATER FALSEHOOD CONCERNING HER PASSION, WHEN THEY FURTHER PROCEED TO DIVIDE AND SEPARATE IT FROM HER, WHILE THEY DECLARE THAT IT WAS THE SUBSTANCE OF MATTER. AS IF GOD WERE NOT LIGHT, AND AS IF NO WORD EXISTED WHO COULD CONVICT THEM, AND OVERTHROW THEIR WICKEDNESS. FOR IT IS CERTAINLY TRUE, THAT WHATSOEVER THE AEON THOUGHT, THAT SHE ALSO SUFFERED; AND WHAT SHE SUFFERED, THAT SHE ALSO THOUGHT. AND HER ENTHYMESIS WAS, ACCORDING TO THEM, NOTHING ELSE THAN THE PASSION OF ONE THINKING HOW SHE MIGHT COMPREHEND THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE. AND THUS ENTHYMESIS (THOUGHT) WAS THE PASSION; FOR SHE WAS THINKING OF THINGS IMPOSSIBLE. HOW THEN COULD AFFECTION AND PASSION BE SEPARATED AND SET APART FROM THE ENTHYMESIS, SO AS TO BECOME THE SUBSTANCE OF SO VAST A MATERIAL CREATION, WHEN ENTHYMESIS HERSELF WAS THE PASSION, AND THE PASSION ENTHYMESIS? NEITHER, THEREFORE, CAN ENTHYMESIS APART FROM THE AEON, NOR THE AFFECTIONS APART FROM ENTHYMESIS, SEPARATELY POSSESS SUBSTANCE; AND THUS, ONCE MORE THEIR SYSTEM BREAKS DOWN AND IS DESTROYED. 
5. BUT HOW DID IT COME TO PASS THAT THE AEON WAS BOTH DISSOLVED [INTO HER COMPONENT PARTS], AND BECAME SUBJECT TO PASSION? SHE WAS UNDOUBTEDLY OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE AS THE PLEROMA; BUT THE ENTIRE PLEROMA WAS OF THE FATHER. NOW, ANY SUBSTANCE, WHEN BROUGHT IN CONTACT WITH WHAT IS OF A SIMILAR NATURE, WILL NOT BE DISSOLVED INTO NOTHING, NOR WILL BE IN DANGER OF PERISHING, BUT WILL RATHER CONTINUE AND INCREASE, SUCH AS FIRE IN FIRE, SPIRIT IN SPIRIT, AND WATER IN WATER; BUT THOSE WHICH ARE OF A CONTRARY NATURE TO EACH OTHER DO, [WHEN THEY MEET,] SUFFER AND ARE CHANGED AND DESTROYED. AND, IN LIKE MANNER, IF THERE HAD BEEN A PRODUCTION OF LIGHT, IT WOULD NOT SUFFER PASSION, OR RECUR ANY DANGER IN LIGHT LIKE ITSELF, BUT WOULD RATHER GLOW WITH THE GREATER BRIGHTNESS, AND INCREASE, AS THE DAY DOES FROM [THE INCREASING BRILLIANCE OF] THE SUN; FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT BYTHUS [HIMSELF] WAS THE IMAGE OF THEIR FATHER(3) (SOPHIA). WHATEVER ANIMALS ARE ALIEN [IN HABITS] AND STRANGE TO EACH OTHER, OR ARE MUTUALLY OPPOSED IN NATURE, FALL INTO DANGER [ON MEETING TOGETHER], AND ARE DESTROYED; WHEREAS, ON THE OTHER HAND, THOSE WHO ARE ACCUSTOMED TO EACH OTHER, AND OF A HARMONIOUS DISPOSITION, SUFFER NO PERIL FROM BEING TOGETHER IN THE SAME PLACE, BUT RATHER SECURE BOTH SAFETY AND LIFE BY SUCH A FACT. IF, THEREFORE, THIS AEON WAS PRODUCED BY THE PLEROMA OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE AS THE WHOLE OF IT, SHE COULD NEVER HAVE UNDERGONE CHANGE, SINCE SHE WAS CONSORTING WITH BEINGS SIMILAR TO AND FAMILIAR WITH HERSELF, A SPIRITUAL ESSENCE AMONG THOSE THAT WERE SPIRITUAL. FOR FEAR, TERROR, PASSION, DISSOLUTION, AND SUCH LIKE, MAY PERHAPS OCCUR THROUGH THE STRUGGLE OF CONTRARIES AMONG SUCH BEINGS AS WE ARE, WHO ARE POSSESSED OF BODIES; BUT AMONG SPIRITUAL BEINGS, AND THOSE THAT HAVE THE LIGHT DIFFUSED AMONG THEM, NO SUCH CALAMITIES CAN POSSIBLY HAPPEN. BUT THESE MEN APPEAR TO ME TO HAVE ENDOWED THEIR AEON WITH THE [SAME SORT OF] PASSION AS BELONGS TO THAT CHARACTER IN THE COMIC POET MENUNDER,(4) WHO WAS HIMSELF DEEPLY IN LOVE, BUT AN OBJECT OF HATRED [TO HIS BELOVED]. FOR THOSE WHO HAVE INVENTED SUCH OPINIONS HAVE RATHER HAD AN IDEA AND MENTAL CONCEPTION OF SOME UNHAPPY LOVER AMONG MEN, THAN OF A SPIRITUAL AND DIVINE SUBSTANCE. 
6. MOREOVER, TO MEDITATE HOW TO SEARCH INTO [THE NATURE OF] THE PERFECT FATHER, AND TO HAVE A DESIRE TO EXIST WITHIN HIM, AND TO HAVE A COMPREHENSION OF HIS [GREATNESS], COULD NOT ENTAIL THE STAIN OF IGNORANCE OR PASSION, AND THAT UPON A SPIRITUAL AEON; BUT WOULD RATHER [GIVE RISE TO] PERFECTION, AND IMPASSIBILITY, AND TRUTH. FOR THEY DO NOT SAY THAT EVEN THEY, THOUGH THEY BE BUT MEN, BY MEDITATING ON HIM WHO WAS BEFORE THEM, AND WHILE NOW, AS IT WERE, COMPREHENDING THE PERFECT, AND BEING PLACED WITHIN THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM,--ARE THUS INVOLVED IN A PASSION OF PERPLEXITY, BUT RATHER ATTAIN TO THE KNOWLEDGE AND APPREHENSION OF TRUTH. FOR THEY AFFIRM THAT THE SAVIOUR SAID, "SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND," TO HIS DISCIPLES WITH THIS VIEW, THAT THEY SHOULD SEEK AFTER HIM WHO, BY MEANS OF IMAGINATION, HAS BEEN CONCEIVED OF BY THEM AS BEING ABOVE THE MAKER OF ALL--THE INEFFABLE BYTHUS; AND THEY DESIRE THEMSELVES TO BE REGARDED AS "THE PERFECT;" BECAUSE THEY HAVE SOUGHT AND FOUND THE PERFECT ONE, WHILE THEY ARE STILL ON EARTH. YET THEY DECLARE THAT THAT AEON WHO WAS WITHIN THE PLEROMA, A WHOLLY SPIRITUAL BEING, BY SEEKING AFTER THE PROPATOR, AND ENDEAVOURING TO FIND A PLACE WITHIN HIS GREATNESS, AND DESIRING TO HAVE A COMPREHENSION OF THE TRUTH OF THE FATHER, FELL DOWN INTO [THE ENDURANCE OF] PASSION, AND SUCH A PASSION THAT, UNLESS SHE HAD MET WITH THAT POWER WHO UPHOLDS ALL THINGS, SHE WOULD HAVE BEEN DISSOLVED INTO THE GENERAL SUBSTANCE [OF THE AEONS], AND THUS COME TO AN END OF HER [PERSONAL] EXISTENCE. 
7. ABSURD IS SUCH PRESUMPTION, AND TRULY AN OPINION OF MEN TOTALLY DESTITUTE OF THE TRUTH. FOR, THAT THIS AEON IS SUPERIOR TO THEMSELVES, AND OF GREATER ANTIQUITY, THEY THEMSELVES ACKNOWLEDGE, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN SYSTEM, WHEN THEY AFFIRM THAT THEY ARE THE FRUIT OF THE ENTHYMESIS OF THAT AEON WHO SUFFERED PASSION, SO THAT THIS AEON IS THE FATHER OF THEIR MOTHER, THAT IS, THEIR OWN GRANDFATHER. AND TO THEM, THE LATER GRANDCHILDREN, THE SEARCH AFTER THE FATHER BRINGS, AS THEY MAINTAIN, TRUTH, AND PERFECTION, AND ESTABLISHMENT, AND DELIVERANCE FROM UNSTABLE MATTER, AND RECONCILIATION TO THE FATHER; BUT ON THEIR GRANDFATHER THIS SAME SEARCH ENTAILED IGNORANCE, AND PASSION, AND TERROR, AND PERPLEXITY, FROM WHICH [DISTURBANCES] THEY ALSO DECLARE THAT THE SUBSTANCE OF MATTER WAS FORMED. TO SAY, THEREFORE, THAT THE SEARCH AFTER AND INVESTIGATION OF THE PERFECT FATHER, AND THE DESIRE FOR COMMUNION AND UNION WITH HIM, WERE THINGS QUITE BENEFICIAL TO THEM, BUT TO AN AEON, FROM WHOM ALSO THEY DERIVE THEIR ORIGIN, THESE THINGS WERE THE CAUSE OF DISSOLUTION AND DESTRUCTION, HOW CAN SUCH ASSERTIONS BE OTHERWISE VIEWED THAN AS TOTALLY INCONSISTENT, FOOLISH, AND IRRATIONAL? THOSE, TOO, WHO LISTEN TO THESE TEACHERS, TRULY BLIND THEMSELVES, WHILE THEY POSSESS BLIND GUIDES, JUSTLY [ARE LEFT TO] FALL ALONG WITH THEM INTO THE GULF OF IGNORANCE WHICH LIES BELOW THEM. 
CHAP. XIX.--ABSURDITIES OF THE HERETICS AS TO THEIR OWN ORIGIN: THEIR OPINIONS RESPECTING THE DEMIURGE SHOWN TO BE EQUALLY UNTENABLE AND RIDICULOUS. 
1. BUT WHAT SORT OF TALK ALSO IS THIS CONCERNING THEIR SEED--THAT IT WAS CONCEIVED BY THE MOTHER ACCORDING TO THE CONFIGURATION OF THOSE ANGELS WHO WAIT UPON THE SAVIOUR,--SHAPELESS, WITHOUT FORM, AND IMPERFECT; AND THAT IT WAS DEPOSITED IN THE DEMIURGE WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE, IN ORDER THAT THROUGH HIS INSTRUMENTALITY IT MIGHT ATTAIN TO PERFECTION AND FORM IN THAT SOUL WHICH HE HAD, [SO TO SPEAK,] FILLED WITH SEED? THIS IS TO AFFIRM, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THAT THOSE ANGELS WHO WAIT UPON THEIR SAVIOUR ARE IMPERFECT, AND WITH OUT FIGURE OR FORM; IF INDEED THAT WHICH WAS CONCEIVED ACCORDING TO THEIR APPEARANCE WAS GENERATED ANY SUCH KIND OF BEING [AS HAS BEEN DESCRIBED]. 
2. THEN, IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS TO THEIR SAYING THAT THE CREATOR WAS IGNORANT OF THAT DEPOSIT OF SEED WHICH TOOK PLACE INTO HIM, AND AGAIN, OF THAT IMPARTATION OF SEED WHICH WAS MADE BY HIM TO MAN, THEIR WORDS ARE FUTILE AND VAIN, AND ARE IN NO WAY SUSCEPTIBLE OF PROOF. FOR HOW COULD HE HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF IT, IF THAT SEED HAD POSSESSED ANY SUBSTANCE AND PECULIAR PROPERTIES? IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, IT WAS WITHOUT SUBSTANCE AND WITHOUT QUALITY, AND SO WAS REALLY NOTHING, THEN, AS A MATTER OF COURSE, HE WAS IGNORANT OF IT. FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE A CERTAIN MOTION OF THEIR OWN, AND QUALITY, EITHER OF HEAT, OR SWIFTNESS, OR SWEETNESS, OR WHICH DIFFER FROM OTHERS IN BRILLIANCE, DO NOT ESCAPE THE NOTICE EVEN OF MEN, SINCE THEY MINGLE IN THE SPHERE OF HUMAN ACTION: FAR LESS CAN THEY [BE HIDDEN FROM] GOD, THE MAKER OF THIS UNIVERSE. WITH REASON, HOWEVER, [IS IT SAID, THAT] THEIR SEED WAS NOT KNOWN TO HIM, SINCE IT IS WITHOUT ANY QUALITY OF GENERAL UTILITY, AND WITHOUT THE SUBSTANCE REQUISITE FOR ANY ACTION, AND IS, IN FACT, A PURE NONENTITY. IT REALLY SEEMS TO ME, THAT, WITH A VIEW TO SUCH OPINIONS, THE LORD EXPRESSED HIMSELF THUS: "FOR EVERY IDLE WORD THAT MEN SPEAK, THEY SHALL GIVE ACCOUNT ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT."(1) FOR ALL TEACHERS OF A LIKE CHARACTER TO THESE, WHO FILL MEN'S EARS WITH IDLE TALK, SHALL, WHEN THEY STAND AT THE THRONE OF JUDGMENT, RENDER AN ACCOUNT FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH THEY HAVE VAINLY IMAGINED AND FALSELY UTTERED AGAINST THE LORD, PROCEEDING, AS THEY HAVE DONE, TO SUCH A HEIGHT OF AUDACITY AS TO DECLARE OF THEMSELVES THAT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THEIR SEED, THEY ARE ACQUAINTED WITH THE SPIRITUAL PLEROMA, BECAUSE THAT MAN WHO DWELLS WITHIN REVEALS TO THEM THE TRUE FATHER; FOR THE ANIMAL NATURE REQUIRED(2) TO BE DISCIPLINED BY MEANS OF THE SENSES. BUT [THEY HOLD THAT] THE DEMIURGE, WHILE RECEIVING INTO HIMSELF THE WHOLE OF THIS SEED, THROUGH ITS BEING DEPOSITED IN HIM BY THE MOTHER, STILL REMAINED UTTERLY IGNORANT OF ALL THINGS, AND HAD NO UNDERSTANDING OF ANYTHING CONNECTED WITH THE PLEROMA. 
3. AND THAT THEY ARE THE TRULY "SPIRITUAL," INASMUCH AS A CERTAIN PARTICLE OF THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE HAS BEEN DEPOSITED IN THEIR SOULS, SINCE, ACCORDING TO THEIR ASSERTIONS, THEY HAVE SOULS FORMED OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE AS THE DEMIURGE HIMSELF, YET THAT HE, ALTHOUGH HE RECEIVED FROM THE MOTHER, ONCE FOR ALL, THE WHOLE [OF THE DIVINE] SEED, AND POSSESSED IT IN HIMSELF, STILL REMAINED OF AN ANIMAL NATURE, AND HAD NOT THE SLIGHTEST UNDERSTANDING OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE, WHICH THINGS THEY BOAST THAT THEY THEMSELVES UNDERSTAND, WHILE THEY ARE STILL ON EARTH;--DOES NOT THIS CROWN ALL POSSIBLE ABSURDITY? FOR TO IMAGINE THAT THE VERY SAME SEED CONVEYED KNOWLEDGE AND PERFECTION TO THE SOULS OF THESE MEN, WHILE IT ONLY GAVE RISE TO IGNORANCE IN THE GOD WHO MADE THEM, IS AN OPINION THAT CAN BE HELD ONLY BY THOSE UTTERLY FRANTIC, AND TOTALLY DESTITUTE OF COMMON SENSE. 
4. FURTHER, IT IS ALSO A MOST ABSURD AND GROUNDLESS THING FOR THEM TO SAY THAT THE SEED WAS, BY BEING THUS DEPOSITED, REDUCED TO FORM AND INCREASED, AND SO WAS PREPARED FOR ALL THE RECEPTION OF PERFECT RATIONALITY. FOR THERE WILL BE IN IT AN ADMIXTURE OF MATTER--THAT SUBSTANCE WHICH THEY HOLD TO HAVE BEEN DERIVED FROM IGNORANCE AND DEFECT; [AND THIS WILL PROVE ITSELF] MORE APT AND USEFUL THAN WAS THE LIGHT OF THEIR FATHER, IF INDEED, WHEN BORN, ACCORDING TO THE CONTEMPLATION OF THAT [LIGHT], IT WAS WITHOUT FORM OR FIGURE, BUT DERIVED FROM THIS [MATTER], FORM, AND APPEARANCE, AND INCREASE, AND PERFECTION. FOR IF THAT LIGHT WHICH PROCEEDS FROM THE PLEROMA WAS THE CAUSE TO A SPIRITUAL BEING THAT IT POSSESSED NEITHER FORM, NOR APPEARANCE, NOR ITS OWN SPECIAL MAGNITUDE, WHILE ITS DESCENT TO THIS WORLD ADDED ALL THESE THINGS TO IT, AND BROUGHT IT TO PERFECTION, THEN A SOJOURN HERE (WHICH THEY ALSO TERM DARKNESS) WOULD SEEM MUCH MORE EFFICACIOUS AND USEFUL THAN WAS THE LIGHT OF THEIR FATHER. BUT HOW CAN IT BE REGARDED AS OTHER THAN RIDICULOUS, TO AFFIRM THAT THEIR MOTHER RAN THE RISK OF BEING ALMOST EXTINGUISHED IN MATTER, AND WAS ALMOST ON THE POINT OF BEING DESTROYED BY IT, HAD SHE NOT THEN WITH DIFFICULTY STRETCHED HERSELF OUTWARDS, AND LEAPED, [AS IT WERE,] OUT OF HERSELF, RECEIVING ASSISTANCE FROM THE FATHER; BUT THAT HER SEED INCREASED IN THIS SAME MATTER, AND RECEIVED A FORM, AND WAS MADE FIT FOR THE RECEPTION OF PERFECT RATIONALITY; AND THIS, TOO, WHILE "BUBBLING UP" AMONG SUBSTANCES DISSIMILAR AND UNFAMILIAR TO ITSELF, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN DECLARATION THAT THE EARTHLY IS OPPOSED TO THE SPIRITUAL, AND THE SPIRITUAL TO THE EARTHLY? HOW, THEN, COULD "A LITTLE PARTICLE,"(1) AS THEY SAY, INCREASE, AND RECEIVE SHAPE, AND REACH PERFECTION, IN THE MIDST OF SUBSTANCES CONTRARY TO AND UNFAMILIAR TO ITSELF? 
5. BUT FURTHER, AND IN ADDITION TO WHAT HAS BEEN SAID, THE QUESTION OCCURS, DID THEIR MOTHER, WHEN SHE BEHELD THE ANGELS, BRING FORTH THE SEED ALL AT ONCE, OR ONLY ONE BY ONE [IN SUCCESSION]? IF SHE BROUGHT FORTH THE WHOLE SIMULTANEOUSLY AND AT ONCE, THAT WHICH WAS THUS PRODUCED CANNOT NOW BE OF AN INFANTILE CHARACTER: ITS DESCENT, THEREFORE, INTO THOSE MEN WHO NOW EXIST MUST BE SUPERFLUOUS.(2) BUT IF ONE BY ONE, THEN SHE DID NOT FORM HER CONCEPTION ACCORDING TO THE FIGURE OF THOSE ANGELS WHOM SHE BEHELD; FOR, CONTEMPLATING THEM ALL TOGETHER, AND ONCE FOR ALL, SO AS TO CONCEIVE BY THEM, SHE OUGHT TO HAVE BROUGHT FORTH ONCE FOR ALL THE OFFSPRING OF THOSE FROM WHOSE FORMS SHE HAD ONCE FOR ALL CONCEIVED. 
6. WHY WAS IT, TOO, THAT, BEHOLDING THE ANGELS ALONG WITH THE SAVIOUR, SHE DID INDEED CONCEIVE THEIR IMAGES, BUT NOT THAT OF THE SAVIOUR, WHO IS FAR MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN THEY? DID HE NOT PLEASE HER; AND DID SHE NOT, ON THAT ACCOUNT, CONCEIVE AFTER HIS LIKENESS?(3) HOW WAS IT, TOO, THAT THE DEMIURGE, WHOM THEY CAN CALL AN ANIMAL BEING, HAVING, AS THEY MAINTAIN, HIS OWN SPECIAL MAGNITUDE AND FIGURE, WAS PRODUCED PERFECT AS RESPECTS HIS SUBSTANCE; WHILE THAT WHICH IS SPIRITUAL, WHICH ALSO OUGHT TO BE MORE EFFECTIVE THAN THAT WHICH IS ANIMAL, WAS SENT FORTH IMPERFECT, AND HE REQUIRED TO DESCEND INTO A SOUL, THAT IN IT HE MIGHT OBTAIN FORM, AND THUS BECOMING PERFECT, MIGHT BE RENDERED FIT FOR THE RECEPTION OF PERFECT REASON? IF, THEN, HE OBTAINS FORM IN MERE EARTHLY AND ANIMAL MEN, HE CAN NO LONGER BE SAID TO BE AFTER THE LIKENESS OF ANGELS WHOM THEY CALL LIGHTS, BUT [AFTER THE LIKENESS] OF THOSE MEN WHO ARE HERE BELOW. FOR HE WILL NOT POSSESS IN THAT CASE THE LIKENESS AND APPEARANCE OF ANGELS, BUT OF THOSE SOULS IN WHOM ALSO HE RECEIVES SHAPE; JUST AS WATER WHEN POURED INTO A VESSEL TAKES THE FORM OF THAT VESSEL, AND IF ON ANY OCCASION IT HAPPENS TO CONGEAL IN IT, IT WILL ACQUIRE THE FORM OF THE VESSEL IN WHICH IT HAS THUS BEEN FROZEN, SINCE SOULS THEMSELVES POSSESS THE FIGURE(4) OF THE BODY [IN WHICH THEY DWELL]; FOR THEY THEMSELVES HAVE BEEN ADAPTED TO THE VESSEL [IN WHICH THEY EXIST], AS I HAVE SAID BEFORE. IF, THEN, THAT SEED [REFERRED TO] IS HERE SOLIDIFIED AND FORMED INTO A DEFINITE SHAPE, IT WILL POSSESS THE FIGURE OF A MAN. AND NOT THE FORM OF THE ANGELS. HOW IS IT POSSIBLE, THEREFORE, THAT THAT SEED SHOULD BE AFTER IMAGES OF THE ANGELS, SEEING IT HAS OBTAINED A FORM AFTER THE LIKENESS OF MEN? WHY, AGAIN, SINCE IT WAS OF A SPIRITUAL NATURE, HAD IT ANY NEED OF DESCENDING INTO FLESH? FOR WHAT IS CARNAL STANDS IN NEED OF THAT WHICH IS SPIRITUAL, IF INDEED IT IS TO BE SAVED, THAT IN IT IT MAY BE SANCTIFIED AND CLEARED FROM ALL IMPURITY, AND THAT WHAT IS MORTAL MAY BE SWALLOWED UP BY IMMORTALITY;(1) BUT THAT WHICH IS SPIRITUAL HAS NO NEED WHATEVER OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE HERE BELOW. FOR IT IS NOT WE WHO BENEFIT IT, BUT IT THAT IMPROVES US. 
7. STILL MORE MANIFESTLY IS THAT TALK OF THEIRS CONCERNING THEIR SEED PROVED TO BE FALSE, AND THAT IN A WAY WHICH MUST BE EVIDENT TO EVERY ONE, BY THE FACT THAT THEY DECLARE THOSE SOULS WHICH HAVE RECEIVED SEED FROM THE MOTHER TO BE SUPERIOR TO ALL OTHERS; WHEREFORE ALSO THEY HAVE BEEN HONOURED BY THE DEMIURGE, AND CONSTITUTED PRINCES, AND KINGS, AND PRIESTS. FOR IF THIS WERE TRUE, THE HIGH PRIEST CAIAPHAS, AND ANNAS, AND THE REST OF THE CHIEF PRIESTS, ARID DOCTORS OF THE LAW, AND RULERS OF THE PEOPLE, WOULD HAVE BEEN THE FIRST TO BELIEVE IN THE LORD, AGREEING AS THEY DID WITH RESPECT(2) TO THAT RELATIONSHIP; AND EVEN BEFORE THEM SHOULD HAVE BEEN HEROD THE KING. BUT SINCE NEITHER HE, NOR THE CHIEF PRIESTS, NOR THE RULERS, NOR THE EMINENT OF THE PEOPLE, TURNED TO HIM [IN FAITH], BUT, ON THE CONTRARY, THOSE WHO SAT BEGGING BY THE HIGHWAY, THE DEAF, AND THE BLIND, WHILE HE WAS REJECTED AND DESPISED BY OTHERS, ACCORDING TO WHAT PAUL DECLARES, "FOR YE SEE YOUR CALLING, BRETHEN, THAT THERE ARE NOT MANY WISE MEN AMONG YOU, NOT MANY NOBLE, NOT MANY MIGHTY; BUT THOSE THINGS OF THE WORLD WHICH WERE DESPISED HATH GOD CHOSEN."(3) SUCH SOULS, THEREFORE, WERE NOT SUPERIOR TO OTHERS ON ACCOUNT OF THE SEED DEPOSITED IN THEM, NOR ON THIS ACCOUNT WERE THEY HONOURED BY THE DEMIURGE. 
8. AS TO THE POINT, THEN, THAT THEIR SYSTEM IS WEAK AND UNTENABLE AS WELL AS UTTERLY CHIMERICAL, ENOUGH HAS BEEN SAID. FOR IT IS NOT NEEDFUL, TO USE A COMMON PROVERB, THAT ONE SHOULD DRINK UP THE OCEAN WHO WISHES TO LEARN THAT ITS WATER IS SALT. BUT, JUST AS IN THE CASE OF A STATUE WHICH IS MADE OF CLAY, BUT COLOURED ON THE OUTSIDE THAT IT MAY BE THOUGHT TO BE OF GOLD, WHILE IT REALLY IS OF CLAY, ANY ONE WHO TAKES OUT OF IT A SMALL PARTICLE, AND THUS LAYING IT OPEN REVEALS THE CLAY, WILL SET FREE THOSE WHO SEEK THE TRUTH FROM A FALSE OPINION; IN THE SAME WAY HAVE I (BY EXPOSING NOT A SMALL PART ONLY, BUT THE SEVERAL HEADS OF THEIR SYSTEM WHICH ARE OF THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE) SHOWN TO AS MANY AS DO NOT WISH WITTINGLY TO BE LED ASTRAY, WHAT IS WICKED, DECEITFUL, SEDUCTIVE, AND PERNICIOUS, CONNECTED WITH THE SCHOOL OF THE VALENTINIANS, AND ALL THOSE OTHER HERETICS WHO PROMULGATE(4) WICKED OPINIONS RESPECTING THE DEMIURGE, THAT IS, THE FASHIONER AND FORMER OF THIS UNIVERSE, AND WHO IS IN FACT THE ONLY TRUE GOD- -EXHIBITING, [AS I HAVE DONE,] HOW EASILY THEIR VIEWS ARE OVERTHROWN. 
9. FOR WHO THAT HAS ANY INTELLIGENCE, AND POSSESSES ONLY A SMALL PROPORTION OF TRUTH, CAN TOLERATE THEM, WHEN THEY AFFIRM THAT THERE IS ANOTHER GOD ABOVE THE CREATOR; AND THAT THERE IS ANOTHER MONOGENES AS WELL AS ANOTHER WORD OF GOD, WHOM ALSO THEY DESCRIBE AS HAVING BEEN PRODUCED IN [A STATE OF] DEGENERACY; AND ANOTHER CHRIST, WHOM THEY ASSERT TO HAVE BEEN FORMED, ALONG WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, LATER THAN THE REST OF THE AEONS; AND ANOTHER SAVIOUR, WHO, THEY SAY, DID NOT PROCEED FROM THE FATHER OF ALL, BUT WAS A KIND OF JOINT PRODUCTION OF THOSE AEONS WHO WERE FORMED IN [A STATE OF] DEGENERACY, AND THAT HE WAS PRODUCED OF NECESSITY ON ACCOUNT OF THIS VERY DEGENERACY? IT IS THUS THEIR OPINION THAT, UNLESS THE AEONS HAD BEEN IN A STATE OF IGNORANCE AND DEGENERACY, NEITHER CHRIST, NOR THE HOLY SPIRIT, NOR HOROS, NOR THE SAVIOUR, NOR THE ANGELS, NOR THEIR MOTHER, NOR HER SEED, NOR THE REST OF THE FABRIC OF THE WORLD, WOULD HAVE BEEN PRODUCED AT ALL; BUT THE UNIVERSE WOULD HAVE BEEN A DESERT, AND DESTITUTE OF THE MANY GOOD THINGS WHICH EXIST IN IT. THEY ARE THEREFORE NOT ONLY CHARGEABLE WITH IMPIETY AGAINST THE CREATOR, DECLARING HIM THE FRUIT OF A DEFECT, BUT ALSO AGAINST CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, AFFIRMING THAT THEY WERE PRODUCED ON ACCOUNT OF THAT DEFECT; AND, IN LIKE MANNER, THAT THE SAVIOUR [WAS PRODUCED] SUBSEQUENTLY TO [THE EXISTENCE OF] THAT DEFECT. AND WHO WILL TOLERATE THE REMAINDER OF THEIR VAIN TALK, WHICH THEY CUNNINGLY ENDEAVOUR TO ACCOMMODATE TO THE PARABLES, AND HAVE IN THIS WAY PLUNGED BOTH THEMSELVES, AND THOSE WHO GIVE CREDIT TO THEM, IN THE PROFOUNDEST DEPTHS OF IMPIETY? 
CHAP. XX.--FUTILITY OF THE ARGUMENTS ADDUCED TO DEMONSTRATE THE SUFFERINGS OF THE TWELFTH AEON, FROM THE PARABLES, THE TREACHERY OF JUDAS, AND THE PASSION OF OUR SAVIOUR. 
1. THAT THEY IMPROPERLY AND ILLOGICALLY APPLY BOTH THE PARABLES AND THE ACTIONS OF THE LORD TO THEIR FALSELY-DEVISED SYSTEM, I PROVE AS FOLLOWS: THEY ENDEAVOUR, FOR INSTANCE, TO DEMONSTRATE THAT PASSION WHICH, THEY SAY, HAPPENED IN THE CASE OF THE TWELFTH AEON, FROM THIS FACT, THAT THE PASSION OF THE SAVIOUR WAS BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE TWELFTH APOSTLE, AND HAPPENED IN THE TWELFTH MONTH. FOR THEY HOLD THAT HE PREACHED [ONLY] FOR ONE YEAR AFTER HIS BAPTISM. THEY MAINTAIN ALSO THAT THE SAME THING WAS CLEARLY SET FORTH IN THE CASE OF HER WHO SUFFERED FROM THE ISSUE OF BLOOD. FOR THE WOMAN SUFFERED DURING TWELVE YEARS, AND THROUGH TOUCHING THE HEM OF THE SAVIOUR'S GARMENT SHE WAS MADE WHOLE BY THAT POWER WHICH WENT FORTH FROM THE SAVIOUR, AND WHICH, THEY AFFIRM, HAD A PREVIOUS EXISTENCE. FOR THAT POWER WHO SUFFERED WAS STRETCHING HERSELF OUTWARDS AND FLOWING INTO IMMENSITY, SO THAT SHE WAS IN DANGER OF BEING DISSOLVED INTO THE GENERAL SUBSTANCE [OF THE AEONS]; BUT THEN, TOUCHING THE PRIMARY TETRAD, WHICH IS TYPIFIED BY THE HEM OF THE GARMENT, SHE WAS ARRESTED, AND CEASED FROM HER PASSION. 
2. THEN, AGAIN, AS TO THEIR ASSERTION THAT THE PASSION OF THE TWELFTH AEON WAS PROVED THROUGH THE CONDUCT OF JUDAS, HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THAT JUDAS CAN BE COMPARED [WITH THIS AEON] AS BEING AN EMBLEM OF HER--HE WHO WAS EXPELLED FROM THE NUMBER OF THE TWELVE,(1) AND NEVER RESTORED TO HIS PLACE? FOR THAT AEON, WHOSE TYPE THEY DECLARE JUDAS TO BE, AFTER BEING SEPARATED FROM HER ENTHYMESIS, WAS RESTORED OR RECALLED [TO HER FORMER POSITION]; BUT JUDAS WAS DEPRIVED [OF HIS OFFICE], AND CAST OUT, WHILE MATTHIAS WAS ORDAINED IN HIS PLACE, ACCORDING TO WHAT IS WRITTEN, "AND HIS BISHOPRIC LET ANOTHER TAKE."(2) THEY OUGHT THEREFORE TO MAINTAIN THAT THE TWELFTH AEON WAS CAST OUT OF THE PLEROMA, AND THAT ANOTHER WAS PRODUCED, OR SENT FORTH TO FILL HER PLACE; IF, THAT IS TO SAY, SHE IS POINTED AT IN JUDAS. MOREOVER, THEY TELL US THAT IT WAS THE AEON HERSELF WHO SUFFERED, BUT JUDAS WAS THE BETRAYER, [AND NOT THE SUFFERER.] EVEN THEY THEMSELVES ACKNOWLEDGE THAT IT WAS THE SUFFERING CHRIST, AND NOT JUDAS, WHO CAME TO [THE ENDURANCE OF] PASSION. HOW, THEN, COULD JUDAS, THE BETRAYER OF HIM WHO HAD TO SUFFER FOR OUR SALVATION, BE THE TYPE AND IMAGE OF THAT AEON WHO SUFFERED? 
3. BUT, IN TRUTH, THE PASSION OF CHRIST WAS NEITHER SIMILAR TO THE PASSION OF THE AEON, NOR DID IT TAKE PLACE IN SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES. FOR THE AEON UNDERWENT A PASSION OF DISSOLUTION AND DESTRUCTION, SO THAT SHE WHO SUFFERED WAS IN DANGER ALSO OF BEING DESTROYED. BUT THE LORD, OUR CHRIST, UNDERWENT A VALID, AND NOT A MERELY(3) ACCIDENTAL PASSION; NOT ONLY WAS HE HIMSELF NOT IN DANGER OF BEING DESTROYED, BUT HE ALSO ESTABLISHED FALLEN MAN(4) BY HIS OWN STRENGTH, AND RECALLED HIM TO INCORRUPTION. THE AEON, AGAIN, UNDERWENT PASSION WHILE SHE WAS SEEKING AFTER THE FATHER, AND WAS NOTABLE TO FIND HIM; BUT THE LORD SUFFERED THAT HE MIGHT BRING THOSE WHO HAVE WANDERED FROM THE FATHER, BACK TO KNOWLEDGE AND TO HIS FELLOWSHIP. THE SEARCH INTO THE GREATNESS OF THE FATHER BECAME TO HER A PASSION LEADING TO DESTRUCTION; BUT THE LORD, HAVING SUFFERED, AND BESTOWING THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER, CONFERRED ON US SALVATION. HER PASSION, AS THEY DECLARE, GAVE ORIGIN TO A FEMALE OFFSPRING, WEAK, INFIRM, UNFORMED, AND INEFFECTIVE; BUT HIS PASSION GAVE RISE TO STRENGTH AND POWER. FOR THE LORD, THROUGH MEANS OF SUFFERING, "ASCENDING INTO THE LOFTY PLACE, LED CAPTIVITY CAPTIVE, GAVE GIFTS TO MEN,"(5) AND CONFERRED ON THOSE THAT BELIEVE IN HIM THE POWER "TO TREAD UPON SERPENTS AND SCORPIONS, AND ON ALL THE POWER OF THE ENEMY,"(6) THAT IS, OF THE LEADER OF APOSTASY. OUR LORD ALSO BY HIS PASSION DESTROYED DEATH, AND DISPERSED ERROR, AND PUT AN END TO CORRUPTION, AND DESTROYED IGNORANCE, WHILE HE MANIFESTED LIFE AND REVEALED TRUTH, AND BESTOWED THE GIFT OF INCORRUPTION. BUT THEIR AEON, WHEN SHE HAD SUFFERED, ESTABLISHED(7) IGNORANCE, AND BROUGHT FORTH A SUBSTANCE WITHOUT SHAPE, OUT OF WHICH ALL MATERIAL WORKS HAVE BEEN PRODUCED--DEATH, CORRUPTION, ERROR, AND SUCH LIKE. 
4. JUDAS, THEN, THE TWELFTH IN ORDER OF THE DISCIPLES, WAS NOT A TYPE OF THE SUFFERING AEON, NOR, AGAIN, WAS THE PASSION OF THE LORD; FOR THESE TWO THINGS HAVE BEEN SHOWN TO BE IN EVERY RESPECT MUTUALLY DISSIMILAR AND INHARMONIOUS. THIS IS THE CASE NOT ONLY AS RESPECTS THE POINTS WHICH I HAVE ALREADY MENTIONED, BUT WITH REGARD TO THE VERY NUMBER. FOR THAT JUDAS THE TRAITOR IS THE TWELFTH IN ORDER, IS AGREED UPON BY ALL, THERE BEING TWELVE APOSTLES MENTIONED BY NAME IN THE GOSPEL. BUT THIS AEON IS NOT THE TWELFTH, BUT THE THIRTIETH; FOR, ACCORDING TO THE VIEWS UNDER CONSIDERATION, THERE WERE NOT TWELVE AEONS ONLY PRODUCED BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER, NOR WAS SHE SENT FORTH THE TWELFTH IN ORDER: THEY RECKON HER, [ON THE CONTRARY,] AS HAVING BEEN PRODUCED IN THE THIRTIETH PLACE. HOW, THEN, CAN JUDAS, THE TWELFTH IN ORDER, BE THE TYPE AND IMAGE OF THAT AEON WHO OCCUPIES THE THIRTIETH PLACE? 
5. BUT IF THEY SAY THAT JUDAS IN PERISHING WAS THE IMAGE OF HER ENTHYMESIS, NEITHER IN THIS WAY WILL THE IMAGE BEAR ANY ANALOGY TO THAT TRUTH WHICH [BY HYPOTHESIS] CORRESPONDS TO IT. FOR THE ENTHYMESIS HAVING BEEN SEPARATED FROM THE AEON, AND ITSELF AFTERWARDS RECEIVING A SHAPE FROM CHRIST,(8) THEN BEING MADE A PARTAKER OF INTELLIGENCE BY THE SAVIOUR, AND HAVING FORMED ALL THINGS WHICH ARE OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA, AFTER THE IMAGE OF THOSE WHICH ARE WITHIN THE PLEROMA, IS SAID AT LAST TO HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY THEM INTO THE PLEROMA, AND, ACCORDING TO [THE PRINCIPLE OF] CONJUNCTION, TO HAVE BEEN UNITED TO THAT SAVIOUR WHO WAS FORMED OUT OF ALL. BUT JUDAS HAVING BEEN ONCE FOR ALL CAST AWAY, NEVER RETURNS INTO THE NUMBER OF THE DISCIPLES; OTHERWISE A DIFFERENT PERSON WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN CHOSEN TO FILL HIS PLACE. BESIDES, THE LORD ALSO DECLARED REGARDING HIM, "WOE TO THE MAN BY WHOM THE SON OF MAN SHALL BE BETRAYED;" (1) AND, "IT WERE BETTER FOR HIM IF HE HAD NEVER BEEN BORN;"(2) AND HE WAS CALLED THE "SON OF PERDITION"(3) BY HIM. IF, HOWEVER, THEY SAY THAT JUDAS WAS A TYPE OF THE ENTHYMESIS, NOT AS SEPARATED FROM THE AEON, BUT OF THE PASSION ENTWINED WITH HER, NEITHER IN THIS WAY CAN THE NUMBER TWELVE BE REGARDED AS A [FITTING] TYPE OF THE NUMBER THREE. FOR IN THE ONE CASE JUDAS WAS CAST AWAY, AND MATTHIAS WAS ORDAINED INSTEAD OF HIM; BUT IN THE OTHER CASE THE AEON IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN IN DANGER OF DISSOLUTION AND DESTRUCTION, AND [THERE ARE ALSO] HER ENTHYMESIS AND PASSION: FOR THEY MARKEDLY DISTINGUISH ENTHYMESIS FROM THE PASSION; AND THEY REPRESENT THE AEON AS BEING RESTORED, AND ENTHYMESIS AS ACQUIRING FORM, BUT THE PASSION, WHEN SEPARATED FROM THESE, AS BECOMING MATTER. SINCE, THEREFORE, THERE ARE THUS THESE THREE, THE AEON, HER ENTHYMESIS, AND HER PASSION, JUDAS AND MATTHIAS, BEING ONLY TWO, CANNOT BE THE TYPES OF THEM. 
CHAP. XXI.--THE TWELVE APOSTLES WERE NOT A TYPE OF THE AEONS. 
1. IF, AGAIN, THEY MAINTAIN THAT THE TWELVE APOSTLES WERE A TYPE ONLY OF THAT GROUP OF TWELVE AEONS WHICH ANTHROPOS IN CONJUNCTION WITH ECCLESIA PRODUCED, THEN LET THEM PRODUCE TEN OTHER APOSTLES AS A TYPE OF THOSE TEN REMAINING AEONS, WHO, AS THEY DECLARE, WERE PRODUCED BY LOGOS AND ZOE. FOR IT IS UNREASONABLE TO SUPPOSE THAT THE JUNIOR, AND FOR THAT REASON INFERIOR AEONS, WERE SET FORTH BY THE SAVIOUR THROUGH THE ELECTION OF THE APOSTLES, WHILE THEIR SENIORS, AND ON THIS ACCOUNT THEIR SUPERIORS, WERE NOT THUS FORESHOWN; SINCE THE SAVIOUR (IF, THAT IS TO SAY, HE CHOSE THE APOSTLES WITH THIS VIEW, THAT BY MEANS OF THEM HE MIGHT SHOW FORTH THE AEONS WHO ARE IN THE PLEROMA) MIGHT HAVE CHOSEN OTHER TEN APOSTLES ALSO, AND LIKEWISE OTHER EIGHT BEFORE THESE, THAT THUS HE MIGHT SET FORTH THE ORIGINAL AND PRIMARY OGDOAD. HE COULD NOT,(4) IN REGARD TO THE SECOND [DUO] DECAD, SHOW FORTH [ANY EMBLEM OF IT] THROUGH THE NUMBER OF THE APOSTLES BEING [ALREADY] CONSTITUTED A TYPE. FOR [HE MADE CHOICE OF NO SUCH OTHER NUMBER OF DISCIPLES; BUT] AFTER THE TWELVE APOSTLES, OUR LORD IS FOUND TO HAVE SENT SEVENTY OTHERS BEFORE HIM.(5) NOW SEVENTY CANNOT POSSIBLY BE THE TYPE EITHER OF AN OGDOAD, A DECAD, OR A TRIACONTAD. WHAT IS THE REASON, THEN, THAT THE INFERIOR AEONS ARE, AS I HAVE SAID, REPRESENTED BY MEANS OF THE APOSTLES; BUT THE SUPERIOR, FROM WHOM, TOO, THE FORMER DERIVED THEIR BEING, ARE NOT PREFIGURED AT ALL? BUT IF(6) THE TWELVE APOSTLES WERE CHOSEN WITH THIS OBJECT, THAT THE NUMBER OF THE TWELVE AEONS MIGHT BE INDICATED BY MEANS OF THEM, THEN THE SEVENTY ALSO OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN CHOSEN TO BE THE TYPE OF SEVENTY AEONS; AND IN THAT CASE, THEY MUST AFFIRM THAT THE AEONS ARE NO LONGER THIRTY, BUT EIGHTY-TWO IN NUMBER. FOR HE WHO MADE CHOICE OF THE APOSTLES, THAT THEY MIGHT BE A TYPE OF THOSE AEONS EXISTING IN THE PLEROMA, WOULD NEVER HAVE CONSTITUTED THEM TYPES OF SOME AND NOT OF OTHERS; BUT BY MEANS OF THE APOSTLES HE WOULD HAVE TRIED TO PRESERVE AN IMAGE AND TO EXHIBIT A TYPE OF THOSE AEONS THAT EXIST IN THE PLEROMA. 
2. MOREOVER WE MUST NOT KEEP SILENCE RESPECTING PAUL, BUT DEMAND FROM THEM AFTER THE TYPE OF WHAT AEON THAT APOSTLE HAS BEEN HANDED DOWN TO US, UNLESS PERCHANCE [THEY AFFIRM THAT HE IS A REPRESENTATIVE] OF THE SAVIOUR COMPOUNDED OF THEM [ALL], WHO DERIVED HIS BEING FROM THE COLLECTED GIFTS OF THE WHOLE, AND WHOM THEY TERM ALL THINGS, AS HAVING BEEN FORMED OUT OF THEM ALL. RESPECTING THIS BEING THE POET HESIOD HAS STRIKINGLY EXPRESSED HIMSELF, STYLING HIM PANDORA--THAT IS, "THE GIFT OF ALL"-- FOR THIS REASON, THAT THE BEST GIFT IN THE POSSESSION OF ALL WAS CENTERED IN HIM. IN DESCRIBING THESE GIFTS THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT IS GIVEN: HERMES (SO(7) HE IS CALLED IN THE GREEK LANGUAGE), AIMULIOUS(8) TE LOGOUS KAI EPIKLOPON HQOS AUTAUS KATQETO (OR TO EXPRESS THIS IN THE ENGLISH(9) LANGUAGE), "IMPLANTED WORDS OF FRAUD AND DECEIT IN THEIR MINDS, AND THIEVISH HABITS," FOR THE PURPOSE OF LEADING FOOLISH MEN ASTRAY, THAT SUCH SHOULD BELIEVE THEIR FALSEHOODS. FOR THEIR MOTHER--THAT IS, LETO(10)--SECRETLY STIRRED THEM UP (WHENCE ALSO SHE IS CALLED LETO,(11) ACCORDING TO THE MEANING OF THE GREEK WORD, BECAUSE SHE SECRETLY STIRRED UP MEN), WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE DEMIURGE, TO GIVE FORTH PROFOUND AND UNSPEAKABLE MYSTERIES TO ITCHING EARS.(12) AND NOT ONLY DID THEIR MOTHER BRING IT ABOUT THAT THIS MYSTERY SHOULD BE DECLARED BY HESIOD; BUT VERY SKILLFULLY ALSO BY MEANS OF THE LYRIC POET PINDAR, WHEN HE DESCRIBES TO THE DEMIURGE(13) THE CASE OF PELOPS, WHOSE FLESH WAS CUT IN PIECES BY THE FATHER, AND THEN COLLECTED AND BROUGHT TOGETHER, AND COMPACTED ANEW BY ALL THE GODS,(1) DID SHE IN THIS WAY INDICATE PANDORA AND THESE MEN HAVING THEIR CONSCIENCES SEARED(2) BY HER, DECLARING, AS THEY MAINTAIN, THE VERY SAME THINGS, ARE [PROVED] OF THE SAME FAMILY AND SPIRIT AS THE OTHERS. 
CHAP. XXII.--THE THIRTY AEONS ARE NOT TYPIFIED BY THE FACT THAT CHRIST WAS BAPTIZED IN HIS THIRTIETH YEAR: HE DID NOT SUFFER IN THE TWELFTH MONTH AFTER HIS BAPTISM, BUT WAS MORE THAN FIFTY YEARS OLD WHEN HE DIED. 
1. I HAVE SHOWN THAT THE NUMBER THIRTY FAILS THEM IN EVERY RESPECT; TOO FEW AEONS, AS THEY REPRESENT THEM, BEING AT ONE TIME FOUND WITHIN THE PLEROMA, AND THEN AGAIN TOO MANY [TO CORRESPOND WITH THAT NUMBER]. THERE ARE NOT, THEREFORE, THIRTY AEONS, NOR DID THE SAVIOUR COME TO BE BAPTIZED WHEN HE WAS THIRTY YEARS OLD, FOR THIS REASON, THAT HE MIGHT SHOW FORTH THE THIRTY SILENT(3) AEONS OF THEIR SYSTEM, OTHERWISE THEY MUST FIRST OF ALL SEPARATE AND EJECT [THE SAVIOUR] HIMSELF FROM THE PLEROMA OF ALL. MOREOVER, THEY AFFIRM THAT HE SUFFERED IN THE TWELFTH MONTH, SO THAT HE CONTINUED TO PREACH FOR ONE YEAR AFTER HIS BAPTISM; AND THEY ENDEAVOR TO ESTABLISH THIS POINT OUT OF THE PROPHET (FOR IT IS WRITTEN, "TO PROCLAIM THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, AND THE DAY OF RETRIBUTION"(4)), BEING TRULY BLIND, INASMUCH AS THEY AFFIRM THEY HAVE FOUND OUT THE MYSTERIES OF BYTHUS, YET NOT UNDERSTANDING THAT WHICH IS CALLED BY ISAIAH THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, NOR THE DAY OF RETRIBUTION. FOR THE PROPHET NEITHER SPEAKS CONCERNING A DAY WHICH INCLUDES THE SPACE OF TWELVE HOURS, NOR OF A YEAR THE LENGTH OF WHICH IS TWELVE MONTHS. FOR EVEN THEY THEMSELVES ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE PROPHETS HAVE VERY OFTEN EXPRESSED THEMSELVES IN PARABLES AND ALLEGORIES, AND [ARE] NOT [TO BE UNDERSTOOD] ACCORDING TO THE MERE SOUND OF THE WORDS. 
2. THAT, THEN, WAS CALLED THE DAY OF RETRIBUTION ON WHICH THE LORD WILL RENDER TO EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS--THAT IS, THE JUDGMENT. THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, AGAIN, IS THIS PRESENT TIME, IN WHICH THOSE WHO BELIEVE HIM ARE CALLED BY HIM, AND BECOME ACCEPTABLE TO GOD--THAT IS, THE WHOLE TIME FROM HIS ADVENT ONWARDS TO THE CONSUMMATION [OF ALL THINGS], DURING WHICH HE ACQUIRES TO HIMSELF AS FRUITS [OF THE SCHEME OF MERCY] THOSE WHO ARE SAVED. FOR, ACCORDING TO THE PHRASEOLOGY OF THE PROPHET, THE DAY OF RETRIBUTION FOLLOWS THE [ACCEPTABLE] YEAR; AND THE PROPHET WILL BE PROVED GUILTY OF FALSEHOOD IF THE LORD PREACHED ONLY FOR A YEAR, AND IF HE SPEAKS OF IT. FOR WHERE IS THE DAY OF RETRIBUTION? FOR THE YEAR HAS PASSED, AND THE DAY OF RETRIBUTION HAS NOT YET COME; BUT HE STILL "MAKES HIS SUN TO RISE UPON THE GOOD AND UPON THE EVIL, AND SENDS RAIN UPON THE JUST AND UNJUST."(5) AND THE RIGHTEOUS SUFFER PERSECUTION, ARE AFFLICTED, AND ARE SLAIN, WHILE SINNERS ARE POSSESSED OF ABUNDANCE, AND "DRINK WITH THE SOUND OF THE HARP AND PSALTERY, BUT DO NOT REGARD THE WORKS OF THE LORD."(6) BUT, ACCORDING TO THE LANGUAGE [USED BY THE PROPHET], THEY OUGHT TO BE COMBINED, AND THE DAY OF RETRIBUTION TO FOLLOW THE [ACCEPTABLE] YEAR. FOR THE WORDS ARE, "TO PROCLAIM THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, AND THE DAY OF RETRIBUTION." THIS PRESENT TIME, THEREFORE, IN WHICH MEN ARE CALLED AND SAVED BY THE LORD, IS PROPERLY UNDERSTOOD TO BE DENOTED BY "THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD;" AND THERE FOLLOWS ON THIS "THE DAY OF RETRIBUTION," THAT IS, THE JUDGMENT. AND THE TIME THUS REFERRED TO IS NOT CALLED "A YEAR" ONLY, BUT IS ALSO NAMED "A DAY" BOTH BY THE PROPHET AND BY PAUL, OF WHOM THE APOSTLE, CALLING TO MIND THE SCRIPTURE, SAYS IN THE EPISTLE ADDRESSED TO THE ROMANS, "AS IT IS WRITTEN, FOR THY SAKE WE ARE KILLED ALL THE DAY LONG, WE ARE COUNTED AS SHEEP FOR THE SLAUGHTER."(7) BUT HERE THE EXPRESSION "ALL THE DAY LONG" IS PUT FOR ALL THIS TIME DURING WHICH WE SUFFER PERSECUTION, AND ARE KILLED AS SHEEP. AS THEN THIS DAY DOES NOT SIGNIFY ONE WHICH CONSISTS OF TWELVE HOURS, BUT THE WHOLE TIME DURING WHICH BELIEVERS IN CHRIST SUFFER AND ARE PUT TO DEATH FOR HIS SAKE, SO ALSO THE YEAR THERE MENTIONED DOES NOT DENOTE ONE WHICH CONSISTS OF TWELVE MONTHS, BUT THE WHOLE TIME OF FAITH DURING WHICH MEN HEAR AND BELIEVE THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL, AND THOSE BECOME ACCEPTABLE TO GOD WHO UNITE THEMSELVES TO HIM. 
3. BUT IT IS GREATLY TO BE WONDERED AT, HOW IT HAS COME TO PASS THAT, WHILE AFFIRMING THAT THEY HAVE FOUND OUT THE MYSTERIES OF GOD, THEY HAVE NOT EXAMINED THE GOSPELS TO ASCERTAIN HOW OFTEN AFTER HIS BAPTISM THE LORD WENT UP, AT THE TIME OF THE PASSOVER, TO JERUSALEM, IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHAT WAS THE PRACTICE OF THE JEWS FROM EVERY LAND, AND EVERY YEAR, THAT THEY SHOULD ASSEMBLE AT THIS PERIOD IN JERUSALEM, AND THERE CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF THE PASSOVER. FIRST OF ALL, AFTER HE HAD MADE THE WATER WINE AT CANA OF GALILEE, HE WENT UP TO THE FESTIVAL DAY OF THE PASSOVER, ON WHICH OCCASION IT IS WRITTEN, "FOR MANY BELIEVED IN HIM, WHEN THEY SAW THE SIGNS WHICH HE DID,"(8) AS JOHN THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD RECORDS. THEN, AGAIN, WITHDRAWING HIMSELF [FROM JUDAEA], HE IS FOUND IN SAMARIA; ON WHICH OCCASION, TOO, HE CONVENED WITH THE SAMARITAN WOMAN, AND WHILE AT A DISTANCE, CURED THE SON OF THE CENTURION BY A WORD, SAYING, "GO THY WAY, THY SON LIVETH."(1) AFTERWARDS HE WENT UP, THE SECOND TIME, TO OBSERVE THE FESTIVAL DAY OF THE PASSOVER(2) IN JERUSALEM; ON WHICH OCCASION HE CURED THE PARALYTIC MAN, WHO HAD LAIN BESIDE THE POOL THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS, BIDDING HIM RISE, TAKE UP HIS COUCH, AND DEPART. AGAIN, WITHDRAWING FROM THENCE TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SEA OF TIBERIAS,(3) HE THERE SEEING A GREAT CROWD HAD FOLLOWED HIM, FED ALL THAT MULTITUDE WITH FIVE LOAVES OF BREAD, AND TWELVE BASKETS OF FRAGMENTS REMAINED OVER AND ABOVE. THEN, WHEN HE HAD RAISED LAZARUS FROM THE DEAD, AND PLOTS WERE FORMED AGAINST HIM BY THE PHARISEES, HE WITHDREW TO A CITY CALLED EPHRAIM; AND FROM THAT PLACE, AS IT IS WRITTEN "HE CAME TO BETHANY SIX DAYS BEFORE THE PASSOVER,"(4) AND GOING UP FROM BETHANY TO JERUSALEM, HE THERE ATE THE PASSOVER, AND SUFFERED ON THE DAY FOLLOWING. NOW, THAT THESE THREE OCCASIONS OF THE PASSOVER ARE NOT INCLUDED WITHIN ONE YEAR, EVERY PERSON WHATEVER MUST ACKNOWLEDGE. AND THAT THE SPECIAL MONTH IN WHICH THE PASSOVER WAS CELEBRATED, AND IN WHICH ALSO THE LORD SUFFERED, WAS NOT THE TWELFTH, BUT THE FIRST, THOSE MEN WHO BOAST THAT THEY KNOW ALL THINGS, IF THEY KNOW NOT THIS, MAY LEARN IT FROM MOSES. THEIR EXPLANATION, THEREFORE, BOTH OF THE YEAR AND OF THE TWELFTH MONTH HAS BEEN PROVED FALSE, AND THEY OUGHT TO REJECT EITHER THEIR EXPLANATION OR THE GOSPEL; OTHERWISE [THIS UNANSWERABLE QUESTION FORCES ITSELF UPON THEM], HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THE LORD PREACHED FOR ONE YEAR ONLY? 
4. BEING THIRTY YEARS OLD WHEN HE CAME TO BE BAPTIZED, AND THEN POSSESSING THE FULL AGE OF A MASTER,(5) HE CAME TO JERUSALEM, SO THAT HE MIGHT BE PROPERLY ACKNOWLEDGED(6) BY ALL AS A MASTER. FOR HE DID NOT SEEM ONE THING WHILE HE WAS ANOTHER, AS THOSE AFFIRM WHO DESCRIBE HIM AS BEING MAN ONLY IN APPEARANCE; BUT WHAT HE WAS, THAT HE ALSO APPEARED TO BE. BEING A MASTER, THEREFORE, HE ALSO POSSESSED THE AGE OF A MASTER, NOT DESPISING OR EVADING ANY CONDITION OF HUMANITY, NOR SETTING ASIDE IN HIMSELF THAT LAW WHICH HE HAD(7) APPOINTED FOR THE HUMAN RACE, BUT SANCTIFYING EVERY AGE, BY THAT PERIOD CORRESPONDING TO IT WHICH BELONGED TO HIMSELF. FOR HE CAME TO SAVE ALL THROUGH MEANS OF HIMSELF--ALL, I SAY, WHO THROUGH HIM ARE BORN AGAIN TO GOD(8)--INFANTS,(9) AND CHILDREN, AND BOYS, AND YOUTHS, AND OLD MEN. HE THEREFORE PASSED THROUGH EVERY AGE, BECOMING AN INFANT FOR INFANTS, THUS SANCTIFYING INFANTS; A CHILD FOR CHILDREN, THUS SANCTIFYING THOSE WHO ARE OF THIS AGE, BEING AT THE SAME TIME MADE TO THEM AN EXAMPLE OF PIETY, RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND SUBMISSION; A YOUTH FOR YOUTHS, BECOMING AN EXAMPLE TO YOUTHS, AND THUS SANCTIFYING THEM FOR THE LORD. SO LIKEWISE, HE WAS AN OLD MAN FOR OLD MEN, THAT HE MIGHT BE A PERFECT MASTER FOR ALL, NOT MERELY AS RESPECTS THE SETTING FORTH OF THE TRUTH, BUT ALSO AS REGARDS AGE, SANCTIFYING AT THE SAME TIME THE AGED ALSO, AND BECOMING AN EXAMPLE TO THEM LIKEWISE. THEN, AT LAST, HE CAME ON TO DEATH ITSELF, THAT HE MIGHT BE "THE FIRST-BORN FROM THE DEAD, THAT IN ALL THINGS HE MIGHT HAVE THE PRE-EMINENCE,"(10) THE PRINCE OF LIFE,(11) EXISTING BEFORE ALL, AND GOING BEFORE ALL.(12) 
5. THEY, HOWEVER, THAT THEY MAY ESTABLISH THEIR FALSE OPINION REGARDING THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN, "TO PROCLAIM THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD," MAINTAIN THAT HE PREACHED FOR ONE YEAR ONLY, AND THEN SUFFERED IN THE TWELFTH MONTH. [IN SPEAKING THUS], THEY ARE FORGETFUL TO THEIR OWN DISADVANTAGE, DESTROYING HIS WHOLE WORK, AND ROBBING HIM OF THAT AGE WHICH IS BOTH MORE NECESSARY AND MORE HONOURABLE THAN ANY OTHER; THAT MORE ADVANCED AGE, I MEAN, DURING WHICH ALSO AS A TEACHER HE EXCELLED ALL OTHERS. FOR HOW COULD HE HAVE HAD DISCIPLES, IF HE DID NOT TEACH? AND HOW COULD HE HAVE TAUGHT, UNLESS HE HAD REACHED THE AGE OF A MASTER? FOR WHEN HE CAME TO BE BAPTIZED, HE HAD NOT YET COMPLETED HIS THIRTIETH YEAR, BUT WAS BEGINNING TO BE ABOUT THIRTY YEARS OF AGE (FOR THUS LUKE, WHO HAS MENTIONED HIS YEARS, HAS EXPRESSED IT: "NOW JESUS WAS, AS IT WERE, BEGINNING TO BE THIRTY YEARS OLD,"(13) WHEN HE CAME TO RECEIVE BAPTISM); AND, [ACCORDING TO THESE MEN,] HE PREACHED ONLY ONE YEAR RECKONING FROM HIS BAPTISM. ON COMPLETING HIS THIRTIETH YEAR HE SUFFERED, BEING IN FACT STILL A YOUNG MAN, AND WHO HAD BY NO MEANS ATTAINED TO ADVANCED AGE. NOW, THAT THE FIRST STAGE OF EARLY LIFE EMBRACES THIRTY YEARS,(1) AND THAT THIS EXTENDS ONWARDS TO THE FORTIETH YEAR, EVERY ONE WILL ADMIT; BUT FROM THE FORTIETH AND FIFTIETH YEAR A MAN BEGINS TO DECLINE TOWARDS OLD AGE, WHICH OUR LORD POSSESSED WHILE HE STILL FULFILLED THE OFFICE OF A TEACHER, EVEN AS THE GOSPEL AND ALL THE ELDERS TESTIFY; THOSE WHO WERE CONVERSANT IN ASIA WITH JOHN, THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD, [AFFIRMING] THAT JOHN CONVEYED TO THEM THAT INFORMATION.(2) AND HE REMAINED AMONG THEM UP TO THE TIMES OF TRAJAN. (3) SOME OF THEM, MOREOVER, SAW NOT ONLY JOHN, BUT THE OTHER APOSTLES ALSO, AND HEARD THE VERY SAME ACCOUNT FROM THEM, AND BEAR TESTIMONY AS TO THE [VALIDITY OF] THE STATEMENT. WHOM THEN SHOULD WE RATHER BELIEVE? WHETHER SUCH MEN AS THESE, OR PTOLEMAEUS, WHO NEVER SAW THE APOSTLES, AND WHO NEVER EVEN IN HIS DREAMS ATTAINED TO THE SLIGHTEST TRACE OF AN APOSTLE? 
6. BUT, BESIDES THIS, THOSE VERY JEWS WHO THEN DISPUTED WITH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST HAVE MOST CLEARLY INDICATED THE SAME THING. FOR WHEN THE LORD SAID TO THEM, "YOUR FATHER ABRAHAM REJOICED TO SEE MY DAY; AND HE SAW IT, AND WAS GLAD," THEY ANSWERED HIM, "THOU ART NOT YET FIFTY YEARS OLD, AND HAST THOU SEEN ABRAHAM?"(4) NOW, SUCH LANGUAGE IS FITTINGLY APPLIED TO ONE WHO HAS ALREADY PASSED THE AGE OF FORTY, WITHOUT HAVING AS YET REACHED HIS FIFTIETH YEAR, YET IS NOT FAR FROM THIS LATTER PERIOD. BUT TO ONE WHO IS ONLY THIRTY YEARS OLD IT WOULD UNQUESTIONABLY BE SAID, "THOU ART NOT YET FORTY YEARS OLD." FOR THOSE WHO WISHED TO CONVICT HIM OF FALSEHOOD WOULD CERTAINLY NOT EXTEND THE NUMBER OF HIS YEARS FAR BEYOND THE AGE WHICH THEY SAW HE HAD ATTAINED; BUT THEY MENTIONED A PERIOD NEAR HIS 
REAL AGE, WHETHER THEY HAD TRULY ASCERTAINED THIS OUT OF THE ENTRY IN THE PUBLIC REGISTER, OR SIMPLY MADE A CONJECTURE FROM WHAT THEY OBSERVED THAT HE WAS ABOVE FORTY YEARS OLD, AND THAT HE CERTAINLY WAS NOT ONE OF ONLY THIRTY YEARS OF AGE. FOR IT IS ALTOGETHER UNREASONABLE TO SUPPOSE THAT THEY WERE MISTAKEN BY TWENTY YEARS, WHEN THEY WISHED TO PROVE HIM YOUNGER THAN THE TIMES OF ABRAHAM. FOR WHAT THEY SAW, THAT THEY ALSO EXPRESSED; AND HE WHOM THEY BEHELD WAS NOT A MERE PHANTASM, BUT AN ACTUAL BEING(5) OF FLESH AND BLOOD. HE DID NOT THEN WONT MUCH OF BEING FIFTY YEARS OLD;(6) AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THAT FACT, THEY SAID TO HIM, "THOU ART NOT YET FIFTY YEARS OLD, AND HAST THOU SEEN ABRAHAM?" HE DID NOT THEREFORE PREACH ONLY FOR ONE YEAR, NOR DID HE SUFFER IN THE TWELFTH MONTH OF THE YEAR. FOR THE PERIOD INCLUDED BETWEEN THE THIRTIETH AND THE FIFTIETH YEAR CAN NEVER BE REGARDED AS ONE YEAR, UNLESS INDEED, AMONG THEIR AEONS, THERE BE SO LONG YEARS ASSIGNED TO THOSE WHO SIT IN THEIR RANKS WITH BYTHUS IN THE PLEROMA; OF WHICH BEINGS HOMER THE POET, TOO, HAS SPOKEN, DOUBTLESS BEING INSPIRED BY THE MOTHER OF THEIR [SYSTEM OF] ERROR:-- OI DE QEOI PAR ZHNI KAQHMENOI HGOROWNTO XRUSEW EN DAPEDW:(7) WHICH WE MAY THUS RENDER INTO ENGLISH:(8) "THE GODS SAT ROUND, WHILE JOVE PRESIDED OVER, AND CONVERSE HELD UPON THE GOLDEN FLOOR." 
CHAP. XXIII.--THE WOMAN WHO SUFFERED FROM AN ISSUE OF BLOOD WAS NO TYPE OF THE SUFFERING AEON. 
1. MOREOVER, THEIR IGNORANCE COMES OUT IN A CLEAR LIGHT WITH RESPECT TO THE CASE OF THAT WOMAN WHO, SUFFERING FROM AN ISSUE OF BLOOD, TOUCHED THE HEM OF THE LORD'S GARMENT, AND SO WAS MADE WHOLE; FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT THROUGH HER WAS SHOWN FORTH THAT TWELFTH POWER WHO SUFFERED PASSION, AND FLOWED OUT TOWARDS IMMENSITY, THAT IS, THE TWELFTH AEON. [THIS IGNORANCE OF THEIRS APPEARS] FIRST, BECAUSE, AS I HAVE SHOWN, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN SYSTEM, THAT WAS NOT THE TWELFTH AEON. BUT EVEN GRANTING THEM THIS POINT [IN THE MEANTIME], THERE BEING TWELVE AEONS, ELEVEN OF THESE ARE SAID TO HAVE CONTINUED IMPASSIBLE, WHILE THE TWELFTH SUFFERED PASSION; BUT THE WOMAN, ON THE OTHER HAND, BEING HEALED IN THE TWELFTH YEAR, IT IS MANIFEST THAT SHE HAD CONTINUED TO SUFFER DURING ELEVEN YEARS, AND WAS HEALED IN THE TWELFTH. IF INDEED THEY WERE TO SAY THAT ELEVEN AEONS WERE INVOLVED IN PASSION, BUT THE TWELFTH ONE WAS HEALED, IT WOULD THEN BE A PLAUSIBLE THING TO SAY THAT THE WOMAN WAS A TYPE OF THESE. BUT SINCE SHE SUFFERED DURING ELEVEN YEARS, AND [ALL THAT TIME] OBTAINED NO CURE, BUT WAS HEALED IN THE TWELFTH YEAR, IN WHAT WAY CAN SHE BE A TYPE OF THE TWELFTH OF THE AEONS, ELEVEN OF WHOM, [ACCORDING TO HYPOTHESIS,] DID NOT SUFFER AT ALL, BUT THE TWELFTH ALONE PARTICIPATED IN SUFFERING? FOR A TYPE AND EMBLEM IS, NO DOUBT, SOMETIMES DIVERSE FROM THE TRUTH [SIGNIFIED] AS TO MATTER AND SUBSTANCE; BUT IT OUGHT, AS TO THE GENERAL FORM AND FEATURES, TO MAINTAIN A LIKENESS [TO WHAT IS TYPIFIED], AND IN THIS WAY TO SHADOW FORTH BY MEANS OF THINGS PRESENT THOSE WHICH ARE YET TO COME. 
2. AND NOT ONLY IN THE CASE OF THIS WOMAN HAVE THE YEARS OF HER INFIRMITY (WHICH THEY AFFIRM TO FIT IN WITH THEIR FIGMENT) BEEN MENTIONED, BUT, LO! ANOTHER WOMAN WAS ALSO HEALED, AFTER SUFFERING IN LIKE MANNER FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS; CONCERNING WHOM THE LORD SAID, "AND OUGHT NOT THIS DAUGHTER OF ABRAHAM, WHOM SATAN HAS BOUND DURING EIGHTEEN YEARS, TO BE SET FREE ON THE SABBATH-DAY?"(1) IF, THEN, THE FORMER WAS A TYPE OF THE TWELFTH AEON THAT SUFFERED, THE LATTER SHOULD ALSO BE A TYPE OF THE EIGHTEENTH AEON IN SUFFERING. BUT THEY CANNOT MAINTAIN THIS; OTHERWISE THEIR PRIMARY AND ORIGINAL OGDOAD WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE NUMBER OF AEONS WHO SUFFERED TOGETHER. MOREOVER, THERE WAS ALSO A CERTAIN OTHER PERSON(2) HEALED BY THE LORD, AFTER HE HAD SUFFERED FOR EIGHT-AND-THIRTY YEARS: THEY OUGHT THEREFORE TO AFFIRM THAT THE AEON WHO OCCUPIES THE THIRTY-EIGHTH PLACE SUFFERED. FOR IF THEY ASSERT THAT THE THINGS WHICH WERE DONE BY THE LORD WERE TYPES OF WHAT TOOK PLACE IN THE PLEROMA, THE TYPE OUGHT TO BE PRESERVED THROUGHOUT. BUT THEY CAN NEITHER ADAPT TO THEIR FICTITIOUS SYSTEM THE CASE OF HER WHO WAS CURED AFTER EIGHTEEN YEARS, NOR OF HIM WHO WAS CURED AFTER THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS. NOW, IT IS IN EVERY WAY ABSURD AND INCONSISTENT TO DECLARE THAT THE SAVIOUR PRESERVED THE TYPE IN CERTAIN CASES, WHILE HE DID NOT DO SO IN OTHERS. THE TYPE OF THE WOMAN, THEREFORE, [WITH THE ISSUE OF BLOOD] IS SHOWN TO HAVE NO ANALOGY TO THEIR SYSTEM OF AEONS.(3) 
CHAP. XXIV.--FOLLY OF THE ARGUMENTS DERIVED BY THE HERETICS FROM NUMBERS, LETTERS, AND SYLLABLES. 
1. THIS VERY THING, TOO, STILL FURTHER DEMONSTRATES THEIR OPINION FALSE, AND THEIR FICTITIOUS SYSTEM UNTENABLE, THAT THEY ENDEAVOR TO BRING FORWARD PROOFS OF IT, SOMETIMES THROUGH MEANS OF NUMBERS AND THE SYLLABLES OF NAMES, SOMETIMES ALSO THROUGH THE LETTER OF SYLLABLES, AND YET AGAIN THROUGH THOSE NUMBERS WHICH ARE, ACCORDING TO THE PRACTICE FOLLOWED BY THE GREEKS, CONTAINED IN [DIFFERENT] LETTERS;-- [THIS, I SAY,] DEMONSTRATES IN THE CLEAREST MANNER THEIR OVERTHROW OR CONFUSION,(4) AS WELL AS THE UNTENABLE AND PERVERSE CHARACTER OF THEIR [PROFESSED] KNOWLEDGE. FOR, TRANSFERRING THE NAME JESUS, WHICH BELONGS TO ANOTHER LANGUAGE, TO THE NUMERATION OF THE GREEKS, THEY SOMETIMES CALL IT "EPISEMON,"(5) AS HAVING SIX LETTERS, AND AT OTHER TIMES "THE PLENITUDE OF THE OGDOADS," AS CONTAINING THE NUMBER EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT. BUT HIS [CORRESPONDING] GREEK NAME, WHICH IS "SOTER," THAT IS, SAVIOUR, BECAUSE IT DOES NOT FIT IN WITH THEIR SYSTEM, EITHER WITH RESPECT TO NUMERICAL VALUE OR AS REGARDS ITS LETTERS, THEY PASS OVER IN SILENCE. YET SURELY, IF THEY REGARD THE NAMES OF THE LORD, AS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRECONCEIVED PURPOSE OF THE FATHER, BY MEANS OF THEIR NUMERICAL VALUE AND LETTERS, INDICATING NUMBER IN THE PLEROMA, SOTER, AS BEING A GREEK NAME, OUGHT BY MEANS OF ITS LETTERS AND THE NUMBERS [EXPRESSED BY THESE], IN VIRTUE OF ITS BEING GREEK, TO SHOW FORTH THE MYSTERY OF THE PLEROMA. BUT THE CASE IS NOT SO, BECAUSE IT IS A WORD OF FIVE LETTERS, AND ITS NUMERICAL VALUE IS ONE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED AND EIGHT.(6) BUT THESE THINGS DO NOT IN ANY WAY CORRESPOND WITH THEIR PLEROMA; THE ACCOUNT, THEREFORE, WHICH THEY GIVE OF TRANSACTIONS IN THE PLEROMA CANNOT BE TRUE. 
2. MOREOVER, JESUS, WHICH IS A WORD BELONGING TO THE PROPER TONGUE OF THE HEBREWS, CONTAINS, AS THE LEARNED AMONG THEM DECLARE, TWO LETTERS AND A HALF,(7) AND SIGNIFIES THAT LORD WHO CONTAINS HEAVEN AND EARTH;(8) FOR JESUS IN THE ANCIENT HEBREW LANGUAGE MEANS "HEAVEN," WHILE AGAIN "EARTH" IS EXPRESSED BY THE WORDS SURA USSER.(9) THE WORD, THEREFORE, WHICH CONTAINS HEAVEN AND EARTH IS JUST JESUS. THEIR EXPLANATION, THEN, OF THE EPISEMON IS FALSE, AND THEIR NUMERICAL CALCULATION IS ALSO MANIFESTLY OVERTHROWN. FOR, IN THEIR OWN LANGUAGE, SOTER IS A GREEK WORD OF FIVE LETTERS; BUT, ON THE OTHER HAND, IN THE HEBREW TONGUE, JESUS CONTAINS ONLY TWO LETTERS AND A HALF. THE TOTAL WHICH THEY RECKON UP, VIZ., EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT, THEREFORE FALLS TO THE GROUND. AND THROUGHOUT, THE HEBREW LETTERS DO NOT CORRESPOND IN NUMBER WITH THE GREEK, ALTHOUGH THESE ESPECIALLY, AS BEING THE MORE ANCIENT AND UNCHANGING, OUGHT TO UPHOLD THE RECKONING CONNECTED WITH THE NAMES. FOR THESE ANCIENT, ORIGINAL, AND GENERALLY CALLED SACRED LETTERS(10) OF THE HEBREWS ARE TEN IN NUMBER (BUT THEY ARE WRITTEN BY MEANS OF FIFTEEN(11)), THE LAST LETTER BEING JOINED TO THE FIRST. AND THUS, THEY WRITE SOME OF THESE LETTERS ACCORDING TO THEIR NATURAL SEQUENCE, JUST AS WE DO, BUT OTHERS IN A REVERSE DIRECTION, FROM THE RIGHT HAND TOWARDS THE LEFT, THUS TRACING THE LETTERS BACKWARDS. THE NAME CHRIST, TOO, OUGHT TO BE CAPABLE OF BEING RECKONED UP IN HARMONY WITH THE AEONS OF THEIR PLEROMA, INASMUCH AS, ACCORDING TO THEIR STATEMENTS, HE WAS PRODUCED FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND RECTIFICATION OF THEIR PLEROMA. THE FATHER, TOO, IN THE SAME WAY, OUGHT, BOTH BY MEANS OF LETTERS AND NUMERICAL VALUE, TO CONTAIN THE NUMBER OF THOSE AEONS WHO WERE PRODUCED BY HIM; BYTHUS, IN LIKE MANNER, AND NOT LESS MONOGENES; BUT PRE- EMINENTLY THE NAME WHICH IS ABOVE ALL OTHERS, BY WHICH GOD IS CALLED, AND WHICH IN THE HEBREW TONGUE IS EXPRESSED BY BARUCH,(1) [A WORD] WHICH ALSO CONTAINS TWO AND A HALF LETTERS. FROM THIS FACT, THEREFORE, THAT THE MORE IMPORTANT NAMES, BOTH IN THE HEBREW AND GREEK LANGUAGES, DO NOT CONFORM TO THEIR SYSTEM, EITHER AS RESPECTS THE NUMBER OF LETTERS OR THE RECKONING BROUGHT OUT OF THEM, THE FORCED CHARACTER OF THEIR CALCULATIONS RESPECTING THE REST BECOMES CLEARLY MANIFEST. 
3. FOR, CHOOSING OUT OF THE LAW WHATEVER THINGS AGREE WITH THE NUMBER ADOPTED IN THEIR SYSTEM, THEY THUS VIOLENTLY STRIVE TO OBTAIN PROOFS OF ITS VALIDITY. BUT IF IT WAS REALLY THE PURPOSE OF THEIR MOTHER, OR THE SAVIOUR, TO SET FORTH, BY MEANS OF THE DEMIURGE, TYPES OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE IN THE PLEROMA, THEY SHOULD HAVE TAKEN CARE THAT THE TYPES WERE FOUND IN THINGS MORE EXACTLY CORRESPONDENT AND MORE HOLY; AND, ABOVE ALL, IN THE CASE OF THE ARK OF THE COVENANT, ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH THE WHOLE TABERNACLE OF WITNESS WAS FORMED. NOW IT WAS CONSTRUCTED THUS: ITS LENGTH(2) WAS TWO CUBITS AND A HALF, ITS BREADTH ONE CUBIT AND A HALF, ITS HEIGHT ONE CUBIT AND A HALF; BUT SUCH A NUMBER OF CUBITS IN NO RESPECT CORRESPONDS WITH THEIR SYSTEM, YET BY IT THE TYPE OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN, BEYOND EVERYTHING ELSE, CLEARLY SET FORTH. THE MERCY-SEAT(3) ALSO DOES IN LIKE MANNER NOT AT ALL HARMONIZE WITH THEIR EXPOSITIONS. MOREOVER, THE TABLE OF SHEW-BREAD(4) WAS TWO CUBITS IN LENGTH, WHILE ITS HEIGHT WAS A CUBIT AND A HALF. THESE STOOD BEFORE THE HOLY OF HOLIES, AND YET IN THEM NOT A SINGLE NUMBER IS OF SUCH AN AMOUNT AS CONTAINS AN INDICATION OF THE TETRAD, OR THE OGDOAD, OR OF THE REST OF THEIR PLEROMA. WHAT OF THE CANDLESTICK,(5) TOO, WHICH HAD SEVEN(6) BRANCHES AND SEVEN LAMPS? WHILE, IF THESE HAD BEEN MADE ACCORDING TO THE TYPE, IT OUGHT TO HAVE HAD EIGHT BRANCHES AND A LIKE NUMBER OF LAMPS, AFTER THE TYPE OF THE PRIMARY OGDOAD, WHICH SHINES PRE-EMINENTLY AMONG THE AEONS, AND ILLUMINATES THE WHOLE PLEROMA. THEY HAVE CAREFULLY ENUMERATED THE CURTAINS(7) AS BEING TEN, DECLARING THESE A TYPE OF THE TEN AEONS; BUT THEY HAVE FORGOTTEN TO COUNT THE COVERINGS OF SKIN, WHICH WERE ELEVEN(8) IN NUMBER. NOR, AGAIN, HAVE THEY MEASURED THE SIZE OF THESE VERY CURTAINS, EACH CURTAIN(9) BEING EIGHT-AND-TWENTY CUBITS IN LENGTH. AND THEY SET FORTH THE LENGTH OF THE PILLARS AS BEING TEN CUBITS, WITH A REFERENCE TO THE DECAD OF AEONS. "BUT THE BREADTH OF EACH PILLAR WAS A CUBIT AND A HALF;"(10) AND THIS THEY DO NOT EXPLAIN, ANY MORE THAN THEY DO THE ENTIRE NUMBER OF THE PILLARS OR OF THEIR BARS, BECAUSE THAT DOES NOT SUIT THE ARGUMENT. BUT WHAT OF THE ANOINTING OIL,(11) WHICH SANCTIFIED THE WHOLE TABERNACLE? PERHAPS IT ESCAPED THE NOTICE OF THE SAVIOUR, OR, WHILE THEIR MOTHER WAS SLEEPING, THE DEMIURGE OF HIMSELF GAVE INSTRUCTIONS AS TO ITS WEIGHT; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT IT IS OUT OF HARMONY WITH THEIR PLEROMA, CONSISTING,(12) AS IT DID, OF FIVE HUNDRED SHEKELS OF MYRRH, FIVE HUNDRED OF CASSIA, TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY OF CINNAMON, TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY OF CALAMUS, AND OIL IN ADDITION, SO THAT IT WAS COMPOSED OF FIVE INGREDIENTS. THE INCENSE(13) ALSO, IN LIKE MANNER, [WAS COMPOUNDED] OF STACTE, ONYCHA, GALBANUM, MINT, AND FRANKINCENSE, ALL WHICH DO IN NO RESPECT, EITHER AS TO THEIR MIXTURE OR WEIGHT, HARMONIZE WITH THEIR ARGUMENT. IT IS THEREFORE UNREASONABLE AND ALTOGETHER ABSURD [TO MAINTAIN] THAT THE TYPES WERE NOT PRESERVED IN THE SUBLIME AND MORE IMPOSING ENACTMENTS OF THE LAW; BUT IN OTHER POINTS, WHEN ANY NUMBER COINCIDES WITH THEIR ASSERTIONS, TO AFFIRM THAT IT WAS A TYPE OF THE THINGS IN THE PLEROMA; WHILE [THE TRUTH IS, THAT] EVERY NUMBER OCCURS WITH THE UTMOST VARIETY IN THE SCRIPTURES, SO THAT, SHOULD ANY ONE DESIRE IT, HE MIGHT FORM NOT ONLY AN OGDOAD, AND A DECAD, AND A DUODECAD, BUT ANY SORT OF NUMBER FROM THE SCRIPTURES, AND THEN MAINTAIN THAT THIS WAS A TYPE OF THE SYSTEM OF ERROR DEVISED BY HIMSELF. 
4. BUT THAT THIS POINT IS TRUE, THAT THAT NUMBER WHICH IS CALLED FIVE, WHICH AGREES IN NO RESPECT WITH THEIR ARGUMENT, AND DOES NOT HARMONIZE WITH THEIR SYSTEM, NOR IS SUITABLE FOR A TYPICAL MANIFESTATION OF THE THINGS IN THE PLEROMA, [YET HAS A WIDE PREVALENCE,(14)] WILL BE PROVED AS FOLLOWS FROM THE SCRIPTURES. SOTER IS A NAME OF FIVE LETTERS; PATER, TOO, CONTAINS FIVE LETTERS; AGAPE (LOVE), TOO, CONSISTS OF FIVE LETTERS; AND OUR LORD, AFTER(1) BLESSING THE FIVE LOAVES, FED WITH THEM FIVE THOUSAND MEN. FIVE VIRGINS(2) WERE CALLED WISE BY THE LORD; AND, IN LIKE MANNER, FIVE WERE STYLED FOOLISH. AGAIN, FIVE MEN ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN WITH THE LORD WHEN HE OBTAINED TESTIMONY(3) FROM THE FATHER,--NAMELY, PETER, AND JAMES, AND JOHN, AND MOSES, AND ELIAS. THE LORD ALSO, AS THE FIFTH PERSON, ENTERED INTO THE APARTMENT OF THE DEAD MAIDEN, AND RAISED HER UP AGAIN; FOR, SAYS [THE SCRIPTURE], "HE SUFFERED NO MAN TO GO IN, SAVE PETER AND JAMES,(4) AND THE FATHER AND MOTHER OF THE MAIDEN."(5) THE RICH MAN IN HELL(6) DECLARED THAT HE HAD FIVE BROTHERS, TO WHOM HE DESIRED THAT ONE RISING FROM THE DEAD SHOULD GO. THE POOL FROM WHICH THE LORD COMMANDED THE PARALYTIC MAN TO GO INTO HIS HOUSE, HAD FIVE PORCHES. THE VERY FORM OF THE CROSS, TOO, HAS FIVE EXTREMITIES,(7) TWO IN LENGTH, TWO IN BREADTH, AND ONE IN THE MIDDLE, ON WHICH [LAST] THE PERSON RESTS WHO IS FIXED BY THE NAILS. EACH OF OUR HANDS HAS FIVE FINGERS; WE HAVE ALSO FIVE SENSES; OUR INTERNAL ORGANS MAY ALSO BE RECKONED AS FIVE, VIZ., THE HEART, THE LIVER, THE LUNGS, THE SPLEEN, AND THE KIDNEYS. MOREOVER, EVEN THE WHOLE PERSON MAY BE DIVIDED INTO THIS NUMBER [OF PARTS],--THE HEAD, THE BREAST, THE BELLY, THE THIGHS, AND THE FEET. THE HUMAN RACE PASSES THROUGH FIVE AGES FIRST INFANCY, THEN BOYHOOD, THEN YOUTH, THEN MATURITY,(8) AND THEN OLD AGE. MOSES DELIVERED THE LAW TO THE PEOPLE IN FIVE BOOKS. EACH TABLE WHICH HE RECEIVED FROM GOD CONTAINED FIVE(9) COMMANDMENTS. THE VEIL COVERING(10) THE HOLY OF HOLIES HAD FIVE PILLARS. THE ALTAR OF BURNT-OFFERING ALSO WAS FIVE CUBITS IN BREADTH.(11) FIVE PRIESTS WERE CHOSEN IN THE WILDERNESS,--NAMELY, AARON,(12) NADAB, ABIUD, ELEAZAR, ITHAMAR. THE EPHOD AND THE BREASTPLATE, AND OTHER SACERDOTAL VESTMENTS, WERE FORMED OUT OF FIVE(13) MATERIALS; FOR THEY COMBINED IN THEMSELVES GOLD, AND BLUE, AND PURPLE, AND SCARLET, AND FINE LINEN. AND THERE WERE FIVE(14) KINGS OF THE AMORITES, WHOM JOSHUA THE SON OF NUN SHUT UP IN A CAVE, AND DIRECTED THE PEOPLE TO TRAMPLE UPON THEIR HEADS. ANY ONE, IN FACT, MIGHT COLLECT MANY THOUSAND OTHER THINGS OF THE SAME KIND, BOTH WITH RESPECT TO THIS NUMBER AND ANY OTHER HE CHOSE TO FIX UPON, EITHER FROM THE SCRIPTURES, OR FROM THE WORKS OF NATURE LYING UNDER HIS OBSERVATION.(15) BUT ALTHOUGH SUCH IS THE CASE, WE DO NOT THEREFORE AFFIRM THAT THERE ARE FIVE AEONS ABOVE THE DEMIURGE; NOR DO WE CONSECRATE THE PEPTAD, AS IF IT WERE SOME DIVINE THING; NOR DO WE STRIVE TO ESTABLISH THINGS THAT ARE UNTENABLE, NOR RAVINGS [SUCH AS THEY INDULGE IN], BY MEANS OF THAT VAIN KIND OF LABOUR; NOR DO WE PERVERSELY FORCE A CREATION WELL ADAPTED BY GOD [FOR THE ENDS INTENDED TO BE SERVED], TO CHANGE ITSELF INTO TYPES OF THINGS WHICH HAVE NO REAL EXISTENCE; NOR DO WE SEEK TO BRING FORWARD IMPIOUS AND ABOMINABLE DOCTRINES, THE DETECTION AND OVERTHROW OF WHICH ARE EASY TO ALL POSSESSED OF INTELLIGENCE. 
5. FOR WHO CAN CONCEDE TO THEM THAT THE YEAR HAS THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE DAYS ONLY, IN ORDER THAT THERE MAY BE TWELVE MONTHS OF THIRTY DAYS EACH, AFTER THE TYPE OF THE TWELVE AEONS, WHEN THE TYPE IS IN FACT ALTOGETHER OUT OF HARMONY [WITH THE ANTITYPE]? FOR, IN THE ONE CASE, EACH OF THE AEONS IS A THIRTIETH PART OF THE ENTIRE PLEROMA, WHILE IN THE OTHER THEY DECLARE THAT A MONTH IS THE TWELFTH PART OF A YEAR. IF, INDEED, THE YEAR WERE DIVIDED INTO THIRTY PARTS, AND THE MONTH INTO TWELVE, THEN A FITTING TYPE MIGHT BE REGARDED AS HAVING BEEN FOUND FOR THEIR FICTITIOUS SYSTEM. BUT, ON THE CONTRARY, AS THE CASE REALLY STANDS, THEIR PLEROMA IS DIVIDED INTO THIRTY PARTS, AND A PORTION OF IT INTO TWELVE; WHILE AGAIN THE WHOLE YEAR IS DIVIDED INTO TWELVE PARTS, AND A CERTAIN PORTION OF IT INTO THIRTY. THE SAVIOUR THEREFORE ACTED UNWISELY IN CONSTITUTING THE MONTH A TYPE OF THE ENTIRE PLEROMA, BUT THE YEAR A TYPE ONLY OF THAT DUODECAD WHICH EXISTS IN THE PLEROMA; FOR IT WAS MORE FITTING TO DIVIDE THE YEAR INTO THIRTY PARTS, EVEN AS THE WHOLE PLEROMA IS DIVIDED, BUT THE MONTH INTO TWELVE, JUST AS THE AEONS ARE IN THEIR PLEROMA. MOREOVER, THEY DIVIDE THE ENTIRE PLEROMA INTO THREE PORTIONS, NAMELY, INTO AN OGDOAD, A DECAD, AND A DUODECAD. BUT OUR YEAR IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR PARTS, NAMELY, SPRING, SUMMER, AUTUMN, AND WINTER. AND AGAIN, NOT EVEN DO THE MONTHS, WHICH THEY MAINTAIN TO BE A TYPE OF THE TRIACONTAD, CONSIST PRECISELY OF THIRTY DAYS, BUT SOME HAVE MORE AND SOME LESS, INASMUCH AS FIVE DAYS REMAIN TO THEM AS AN OVERPLUS.(16) THE DAY, TOO, DOES NOT ALWAYS CONSIST PRECISELY OF TWELVE HOURS, BUT RISES FROM NINE(17) TO FIFTEEN, AND THEN FALLS AGAIN FROM FIFTEEN TO NINE. IT CANNOT THEREFORE BE HELD THAT MONTHS OF THIRTY DAYS EACH WERE SO FORMED FOR THE SAKE OF [TYPIFYING] THE AEONS; FOR, IN THAT CASE, THEY WOULD HAVE CONSISTED PRECISELY OF THIRTY DAYS: NOR, AGAIN, THE DAYS OF THESE MONTHS, THAT BY MEANS OF TWELVE HOURS THEY MIGHT SYMBOLIZE THE TWELVE AEONS; FOR, IN THAT CASE, THEY WOULD ALWAYS HAVE CONSISTED PRECISELY OF TWELVE HOURS. 
6. BUT FURTHER, AS TO THEIR CALLING MATERIAL SUBSTANCES "ON THE LEFT HAND," AND MAINTAINING THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE THUS ON THE LEFT HAND OF NECESSITY FALL INTO CORRUPTION, WHILE THEY ALSO AFFIRM THAT THE SAVIOUR CAME TO THE LOST SHEEP, IN ORDER TO TRANSFER IT TO THE RIGHT HAND, THAT IS, TO THE NINETY AND NINE SHEEP WHICH WERE IN SAFETY, AND PERISHED NOT, BUT CONTINUED WITHIN THE FOLD, YET WERE OF THE LEFT HAND,(1) IT FOLLOWS THAT THEY MUST ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE ENJOYMENT(2) OF REST DID NOT IMPLY SALVATION. AND THAT WHICH HAS NOT IN LIKE MANNER THE SAME NUMBER, THEY WILL BE COMPELLED TO ACKNOWLEDGE AS BELONGING TO THE LEFT HAND, THAT IS, TO CORRUPTION. THIS GREEK WORD AGAPE (LOVE), THEN, ACCORDING TO THE LETTERS OF THE GREEKS, BY MEANS OF WHICH RECKONING IS CARRIED ON AMONG THEM, HAVING A NUMERICAL VALUE OF NINETY-THREE,(3) IS IN LIKE MANNER ASSIGNED TO THE PLACE OF REST ON THE LEFT HAND. ALETHEIA (TRUTH), TOO, HAVING IN LIKE MANNER, ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLE INDICATED ABOVE, A NUMERICAL VALUE OF SIXTY-FOUR,(4) EXISTS AMONG MATERIAL SUBSTANCES. AND THUS, IN FINE, THEY WILL BE COMPELLED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT ALL THOSE SACRED NAMES WHICH DO NOT REACH A NUMERICAL VALUE OF ONE HUNDRED, BUT ONLY CONTAIN THE NUMBERS SUMMED BY THE LEFT HAND, ARE CORRUPTIBLE AND MATERIAL. 
CHAP. XXV.--GOD IS NOT TO BE SOUGHT AFTER BY MEANS OF LETTERS, SYLLABLES, AND NUMBERS; NECESSITY OF HUMILITY IN SUCH INVESTIGATIONS. 
1. IF ANY ONE, HOWEVER, SAY IN REPLY TO THESE THINGS, WHAT THEN? IS IT A MEANINGLESS AND ACCIDENTAL THING, THAT THE POSITIONS OF NAMES, AND THE ELECTION OF THE APOSTLES, AND THE WORKING OF THE LORD, AND THE ARRANGEMENT OF CREATED THINGS, ARE WHAT THEY ARE?--WE ANSWER THEM: CERTAINLY NOT; BUT WITH GREAT WISDOM AND DILIGENCE, ALL THINGS HAVE CLEARLY BEEN MADE BY GOD, FITTED AND PREPARED [FOR THEIR SPECIAL PURPOSES]; AND HIS WORD FORMED BOTH THINGS ANCIENT AND THOSE BELONGING TO THE LATEST TIMES; AND MEN OUGHT NOT TO CONNECT THOSE THINGS WITH THE NUMBER THIRTY,(5) BUT TO HARMONIZE THEM WITH WHAT ACTUALLY EXISTS, OR WITH FIGHT REASON. NOR SHOULD THEY SEEK TO PROSECUTE INQUIRIES RESPECTING GOD BY MEANS OF NUMBERS, SYLLABLES, AND LETTERS. FOR THIS IS AN UNCERTAIN MODE OF PROCEEDING, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR VARIED AND DIVERSE SYSTEMS, AND BECAUSE EVERY SORT OF HYPOTHESIS MAY AT THE PRESENT DAY BE, IN LIKE MANNER, DEVISED(6) BY ANY ONE; SO THAT(7) THEY CAN DERIVE ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE TRUTH FROM THESE VERY THEORIES, INASMUCH AS THEY MAY BE TURNED IN MANY DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS. BUT, ON THE CONTRARY, THEY OUGHT TO ADAPT THE NUMBERS THEMSELVES, AND THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN FORMED, TO THE TRUE THEORY LYING BEFORE THEM. FOR SYSTEM(8) DOES NOT SPRING OUT OF NUMBERS, BUT NUMBERS FROM A SYSTEM; NOR DOES GOD DERIVE HIS BEING FROM THINGS MADE, BUT THINGS MADE FROM GOD. FOR ALL THINGS ORIGINATE FROM ONE AND THE SAME GOD. 
2. BUT SINCE CREATED THINGS ARE VARIOUS AND NUMEROUS, THEY ARE INDEED WELL FITTED AND ADAPTED TO THE WHOLE CREATION; YET, WHEN VIEWED INDIVIDUALLY, ARE MUTUALLY OPPOSITE AND INHARMONIOUS, JUST AS THE SOUND OF THE LYRE, WHICH CONSISTS OF MANY AND OPPOSITE NOTES, GIVES RISE TO ONE UNBROKEN MELODY, THROUGH MEANS OF THE INTERVAL WHICH SEPARATES EACH ONE FROM THE OTHERS. THE LOVER OF TRUTH THEREFORE OUGHT NOT TO BE DECEIVED BY THE INTERVAL BETWEEN EACH NOTE, NOR SHOULD HE IMAGINE THAT ONE WAS DUE TO ONE ARTIST AND AUTHOR, AND ANOTHER TO ANOTHER, NOR THAT ONE PERSON FITTED THE TREBLE, ANOTHER THE BASS, AND YET ANOTHER THE TENOR STRINGS; BUT HE SHOULD HOLD THAT ONE AND THE SAME PERSON [FORMED THE WHOLE], SO AS TO PROVE THE JUDGMENT, GOODNESS, AND SKILL EXHIBITED IN THE WHOLE WORK AND [SPECIMEN OF] WISDOM. THOSE, TOO, WHO LISTEN TO THE MELODY, OUGHT TO PRAISE AND EXTOL THE ARTIST, TO ADMIRE THE TENSION OF SOME NOTES, TO ATTEND TO THE SOFTNESS OF OTHERS, TO CATCH THE SOUND OF OTHERS BETWEEN BOTH THESE EXTREMES, AND TO CONSIDER THE SPECIAL CHARACTER OF OTHERS, SO AS TO INQUIRE AT WHAT EACH ONE AIMS, AND WHAT IS THE CAUSE OF THEIR VARIETY, NEVER FAILING TO APPLY OUR RULE, NEITHER GIVING UP THE [ONE(9)] ARTIST, NOR CASTING OFF FAITH IN THE ONE GOD WHO FORMED ALL THINGS, NOR BLASPHEMING OUR CREATOR. 
3. IF, HOWEVER, ANY ONE DO NOT DISCOVER THE CAUSE OF ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH BECOME OBJECTS OF INVESTIGATION, LET HIM REFLECT THAT MAN IS INFINITELY INFERIOR TO GOD; THAT HE HAS RECEIVED GRACE ONLY IN PART, AND IS NOT YET EQUAL OR SIMILAR TO HIS MAKER; AND, MOREOVER, THAT HE CANNOT HAVE EXPERIENCE OR FORM A CONCEPTION OF ALL THINGS LIKE GOD; BUT IN THE SAME PROPORTION AS HE WHO WAS FORMED BUT TO-DAY, AND RECEIVED THE BEGINNING OF HIS CREATION, IS INFERIOR TO HIM WHO IS UNCREATED, AND WHO IS ALWAYS THE SAME, IN THAT PROPORTION IS HE, AS RESPECTS KNOWLEDGE AND THE FACULITY OF INVESTIGATING THE CAUSES OF ALL THINGS, INFERIOR TO HIM WHO MADE HIM. FOR THOU, O MAN, ART NOT AN UNCREATED BEING, NOR DIDST THOU ALWAYS CO-EXIST(1) WITH GOD, AS DID HIS OWN WORD; BUT NOW, THROUGH HIS PRE-EMINENT GOODNESS, RECEIVING THE BEGINNING OF THY CREATION, THOU DOST GRADUALLY LEARN FROM THE WORD THE DISPENSATIONS OF GOD WHO MADE THEE. 
4. PRESERVE THEREFORE THE PROPER ORDER OF THY KNOWLEDGE, AND DO NOT, AS BEING IGNORANT OF THINGS REALLY GOOD, SEEK TO RISE ABOVE GOD HIMSELF, FOR HE CANNOT BE SURPASSED; NOR DO THOU SEEK AFTER ANY ONE ABOVE THE CREATOR, FOR THOU WILT NOT DISCOVER SUCH, FOR THY FORMER CANNOT BE CONTAINED WITHIN LIMITS; NOR, ALTHOUGH THOU SHOULDST MEASURE ALL THIS [UNIVERSE], AND PASS THROUGH ALL HIS CREATION, AND CONSIDER IT IN ALL ITS DEPTH, AND HEIGHT, AND LENGTH, WOULDST THOU BE ABLE TO CONCEIVE OF ANY OTHER ABOVE THE FATHER HIMSELF. FOR THOU WILT NOT BE ABLE TO THINK HIM FULLY OUT, BUT INDULGING IN TRAINS OF REFLECTION OPPOSED TO THY NATURE, THOU WILT PROVE THYSELF FOOLISH; AND IF THOU PERSEVERE IN SUCH A COURSE, THOU WILT FALL INTO UTTER MADNESS, WHILST THOU DEEMEST THYSELF LOFTIER AND GREATER THAN THY CREATOR, AND IMAGINEST THAT THOU CANST PENETRATE BEYOND HIS DOMINIONS. 
CHAP. XXVI.--"KNOWLEDGE PUFFETH UP, BUT LOVE EDIFIETH." 
1. IT IS THEREFORE BETTER AND MORE PROFITABLE TO BELONG TO THE SIMPLE AND UNLETTERED CLASS, AND BY MEANS OF LOVE TO ATTAIN TO NEARNESS TO GOD, THAN, BY IMAGINING OURSELVES LEARNED AND SKILLFUL, TO BE FOUND [AMONG THOSE WHO ARE] BLASPHEMOUS AGAINST THEIR OWN GOD, INASMUCH AS THEY CONJURE UP ANOTHER GOD AS THE FATHER. AND FOR THIS REASON PAUL EXCLAIMED, "KNOWLEDGE PUFFETH UP, BUT LOVE EDIFIETH:"(2) NOT THAT HE MEANT TO INVEIGH AGAINST A TRUE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, FOR IN THAT CASE HE WOULD HAVE ACCUSED HIMSELF; BUT, BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT SOME, PUFFED UP BY THE PRETENCE OF KNOWLEDGE, FALL AWAY FROM THE LOVE OF GOD, AND IMAGINE THAT THEY THEMSELVES ARE PERFECT, FOR THIS REASON THAT THEY SET FORTH AN IMPERFECT CREATOR, WITH THE VIEW OF PUTTING AN END TO THE PRIDE WHICH THEY FEEL ON ACCOUNT OF KNOWLEDGE OF THIS KIND, HE SAYS, "KNOWLEDGE PUFFETH UP, BUT LOVE EDIFIETH." NOW THERE CAN BE NO GREATER CONCEIT THAN THIS, THAT ANY ONE SHOULD IMAGINE HE IS BETTER AND MORE PERFECT THAN HE WHO MADE AND FASHIONED HIM, AND IMPARTED TO HIM THE BREATH OF LIFE, AND COMMANDED THIS VERY THING INTO EXISTENCE. IT IS THEREFORE BETTER, AS I HAVE SAID, THAT ONE SHOULD HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE WHATEVER OF ANY ONE REASON WHY A SINGLE THING IN CREATION HAS BEEN MADE, BUT SHOULD BELIEVE IN GOD, AND CONTINUE IN HIS LOVE, THAN(3) THAT, PUFFED UP THROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF THIS KIND, HE SHOULD FALL AWAY FROM THAT LOVE WHICH IS THE LIFE OF MAN; AND THAT HE SHOULD SEARCH AFTER NO OTHER KNOWLEDGE EXCEPT [THE KNOWLEDGE OF] JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, WHO WAS CRUCIFIED FOR US, THAN THAT BY SUBTLE QUESTIONS AND HAIR-SPLITTING EXPRESSIONS HE SHOULD FALL INTO IMPIETY.(4) 
2. FOR HOW WOULD IT BE, IF ANY ONE, GRADUALLY ELATED BY ATTEMPTS OF THE KIND REFERRED TO, SHOULD, BECAUSE THE LORD SAID THAT "EVEN THE HAIRS OF YOUR HEAD ARE ALL NUMBERED,"(5) SET ABOUT INQUIRING INTO THE NUMBER OF HAIRS ON EACH ONE'S HEAD, AND ENDEAVOUR TO SEARCH OUT THE REASON ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH ONE MAN HAS SO MANY, AND ANOTHER SO MANY, SINCE ALL HAVE NOT AN EQUAL NUMBER, BUT MANY THOUSANDS UPON THOUSANDS ARE TO BE FOUND WITH STILL VARYING NUMBERS, ON THIS ACCOUNT THAT SOME HAVE LARGER AND OTHERS SMALLER HEADS, SOME HAVE BUSHY HEADS OF HAIR, OTHERS THIN, AND OTHERS SCARCELY ANY HAIR AT ALL,-- AND THEN THOSE WHO IMAGINE THAT THEY HAVE DISCOVERED THE NUMBER OF THE HAIRS, SHOULD ENDEAVOUR TO APPLY THAT FOR THE COMMENDATION OF THEIR OWN SECT WHICH THEY HAVE CONCEIVED? OR AGAIN, IF ANY ONE SHOULD, BECAUSE OF THIS EXPRESSION WHICH OCCURS IN THE GOSPEL, "ARE NOT TWO SPARROWS SOLD FOR A FARTHING? AND NOT ONE OF THEM FALLS TO THE GROUND WITHOUT THE WILL OF YOUR FATHER,"(6) TAKE OCCASION TO RECKON UP THE NUMBER OF SPARROWS CAUGHT DAILY, WHETHER OVER ALL THE WORLD OR IN SOME PARTICULAR DISTRICT, AND TO MAKE INQUIRY AS TO THE REASON OF SO MANY HAVING BEEN CAPTURED YESTERDAY, SO MANY THE DAY BEFORE, AND SO MANY AGAIN ON THIS DAY, AND SHOULD THEN JOIN ON THE NUMBER OF SPARROWS TO HIS [PARTICULAR] HYPOTHESIS, WOULD HE NOT IN THAT CASE MISLEAD HIMSELF ALTOGETHER, AND DRIVE INTO ABSOLUTE INSANITY THOSE THAT AGREED WITH HIM, SINCE MEN ARE ALWAYS EAGER IN SUCH MATTERS TO BE THOUGHT TO HAVE DISCOVERED SOMETHING MORE EXTRAORDINARY THAN THEIR MASTERS?(7) 
3. BUT IF ANY ONE SHOULD ASK US WHETHER EVERY NUMBER OF ALL THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE, AND WHICH ARE MADE, IS KNOWN TO GOD, AND WHETHER EVERY ONE OF THESE [NUMBERS] HAS, ACCORDING TO HIS PROVIDENCE, RECEIVED THAT SPECIAL AMOUNT WHICH IT CONTAINS; AND ON OUR AGREEING THAT SUCH IS THE CASE, AND ACKNOWLEDGING THAT NOT ONE OF THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN, OR ARE, OR SHALL BE MADE, ESCAPES THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, BUT THAT THROUGH HIS PROVIDENCE EVERY ONE OF THEM HAS OBTAINED ITS NATURE, AND RANK, AND NUMBER, AND SPECIAL QUANTITY, AND THAT NOTHING WHATEVER EITHER HAS BEEN OR IS PRODUCED IN VAIN OR ACCIDENTALLY, BUT WITH EXCEEDING SUITABILITY [TO THE PURPOSE INTENDED], AND IN THE EXERCISE OF TRANSCENDENT KNOWLEDGE, AND THAT IT WAS AN ADMIRABLE AND TRULY DIVINE INTELLECT(1) WHICH COULD BOTH DISTINGUISH AND BRING FORTH THE PROPER CAUSES OF SUCH A SYSTEM: IF, [I SAY,] ANY ONE, ON OBTAINING OUR ADHERENCE AND CONSENT TO THIS, SHOULD PROCEED TO RECKON UP THE SAND AND PEBBLES OF THE EARTH, YEA ALSO THE WAVES OF THE SEA AND THE STARS OF HEAVEN, AND SHOULD ENDEAVOUR TO THINK OUT THE CAUSES OF THE NUMBER WHICH HE IMAGINES HIMSELF TO HAVE DISCOVERED, WOULD NOT HIS LABOUR BE IN VAIN, AND WOULD NOT SUCH A MAN BE JUSTLY DECLARED MAD, AND DESTITUTE OF REASON, BY ALL POSSESSED OF COMMON SENSE? AND THE MORE HE OCCUPIED HIMSELF BEYOND OTHERS IN QUESTIONS OF THIS KIND, AND THE MORE HE IMAGINES HIMSELF TO FIND OUT BEYOND OTHERS, STYLING THEM UNSKILFUL, IGNORANT, AND ANIMAL BEINGS, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT ENTER INTO HIS SO USELESS LABOUR, THE MORE IS HE [IN REALITY] INSANE, FOOLISH, STRUCK AS IT WERE WITH A THUNDERBOLT, SINCE INDEED HE DOES IN NO ONE POINT OWN HIMSELF INFERIOR TO GOD; BUT, BY THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH HE IMAGINES HIMSELF TO HAVE DISCOVERED, HE CHANGES GOD HIMSELF, AND EXALTS HIS OWN OPINION ABOVE THE GREATNESS OF THE CREATOR. 
CHAP. XXVII.--PROPER MODE OF INTERPRETING PARABLES AND OBSCURE PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE. 
1. A SOUND MIND, AND ONE WHICH DOES NOT EXPOSE ITS POSSESSOR TO DANGER, AND IS DEVOTED TO PIETY AND THE LOVE OF TRUTH, WILL EAGERLY MEDITATE UPON THOSE THINGS WHICH GOD HAS PLACED WITHIN THE POWER OF MANKIND, AND HAS SUBJECTED TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, AND WILL MAKE ADVANCEMENT IN [ACQUAINTANCE WITH] THEM, RENDERING THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEM EASY TO HIM BY MEANS OF DAILY STUDY. THESE THINGS ARE SUCH AS FALL [PLAINLY] UNDER OUR OBSERVATION, AND ARE CLEARLY AND UNAMBIGUOUSLY IN EXPRESS TERMS SET FORTH IN THE SACRED SCRIPTURES. AND THEREFORE, THE PARABLES OUGHT NOT TO BE ADAPTED TO AMBIGUOUS EXPRESSIONS. FOR, IF THIS BE NOT DONE, BOTH HE WHO EXPLAINS THEM WILL DO SO WITHOUT DANGER, AND THE PARABLES WILL RECEIVE A LIKE INTERPRETATION FROM ALL, AND THE BODY(2) OF TRUTH REMAINS ENTIRE, WITH A HARMONIOUS ADAPTATION OF ITS MEMBERS, AND WITHOUT ANY COLLISION [OF ITS SEVERAL PARTS]. BUT TO APPLY EXPRESSIONS WHICH ARE NOT CLEAR OR EVIDENT TO INTERPRETATIONS OF THE PARABLES, SUCH AS EVERY ONE DISCOVERS FOR HIMSELF AS INCLINATION LEADS HIM, [IS ABSURD.(3)] FOR IN THIS WAY NO ONE WILL POSSESS THE RULE OF TRUTH; BUT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NUMBER OF PERSONS WHO EXPLAIN THE PARABLES WILL BE FOUND THE VARIOUS SYSTEMS OF TRUTH, IN MUTUAL OPPOSITION TO EACH OTHER, AND SETTING FORTH ANTAGONISTIC DOCTRINES, LIKE THE QUESTIONS CURRENT AMONG THE GENTILE PHILOSOPHERS. 
2. ACCORDING TO THIS COURSE OF PROCEDURE, THEREFORE, MAN WOULD ALWAYS BE INQUIRING BUT NEVER FINDING, BECAUSE HE HAS REJECTED THE VERY METHOD OF DISCOVERY. AND WHEN THE BRIDEGROOM(4) COMES, HE WHO HAS HIS LAMP UNTRIMMED, AND NOT BURNING WITH THE BRIGHTNESS OF A STEADY LIGHT, IS CLASSED AMONG THOSE WHO OBSCURE THE INTERPRETATIONS OF THE PARABLES, FORSAKING HIM WHO BY HIS PLAIN ANNOUNCEMENTS FREELY IMPARTS GIFTS TO ALL WHO COME TO HIM, AND IS EXCLUDED FROM HIS MARRIAGE-CHAMBER. SINCE, THEREFORE, THE ENTIRE SCRIPTURES, THE PROPHETS, AND THE GOSPELS, CAN BE CLEARLY, UNAMBIGUOUSLY, AND HARMONIOUSLY UNDERSTOOD BY ALL, ALTHOUGH ALL DO NOT BELIEVE THEM; AND(5) SINCE THEY PROCLAIM THAT ONE ONLY GOD, TO THE EXCLUSION OF ALL OTHERS, FORMED ALL THINGS BY HIS WORD, WHETHER VISIBLE OR INVISIBLE, HEAVENLY OR EARTHLY, IN THE WATER OR UNDER THE EARTH, AS I HAVE SHOWN(6) FROM THE VERY WORDS OF SCRIPTURE; AND SINCE THE VERY SYSTEM OF CREATION TO WHICH WE BELONG TESTIFIES, BY WHAT FALLS UNDER OUR NOTICE, THAT ONE BEING MADE AND GOVERNS IT,--THOSE PERSONS WILL SEEM TRULY FOOLISH WHO BLIND THEIR EYES TO SUCH A CLEAR DEMONSTRATION, AND WILL NOT BEHOLD THE LIGHT OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT [MADE TO THEM]; BUT THEY PUT FETTERS UPON THEMSELVES, AND EVERY ONE OF THEM IMAGINES, BY MEANS OF THEIR OBSCURE INTERPRETATIONS OF THE PARABLES, THAT HE HAS FOUND OUT A GOD OF HIS OWN. FOR THAT THERE IS NOTHING WHATEVER OPENLY, EXPRESSLY, AND WITHOUT CONTROVERSY SAID IN ANY PART OF SCRIPTURE RESPECTING THE FATHER CONCEIVED OF BY THOSE WHO HOLD A CONTRARY OPINION, THEY THEMSELVES TESTIFY, WHEN THEY MAINTAIN THAT THE SAVIOUR PRIVATELY TAUGHT THESE SAME THINGS NOT TO ALL, BUT TO CERTAIN ONLY OF HIS DISCIPLES WHO COULD COMPREHEND THEM, AND WHO UNDERSTOOD WHAT WAS INTENDED BY HIM THROUGH MEANS OF ARGUMENTS, ENIGMAS, AND PARABLES. THEY COME, [IN FINE,] TO THIS, THAT THEY MAINTAIN THERE IS ONE BEING WHO IS PROCLAIMED AS GOD, AND ANOTHER AS FATHER, HE WHO IS SET FORTH AS SUCH THROUGH MEANS OF PARABLES AND ENIGMAS. 
3. BUT SINCE PARABLES ADMIT OF MANY INTERPRETATIONS, WHAT LOVER OF TRUTH WILL NOT ACKNOWLEDGE, THAT FOR THEM TO ASSERT GOD IS TO BE SEARCHED OUT FROM THESE, WHILE THEY DESERT WHAT IS CERTAIN, INDUBITABLE, AND TRUE, IS THE PART OF MEN WHO EAGERLY THROW THEMSELVES INTO DANGER, AND ACT AS IF DESTITUTE OF REASON? AND IS NOT SUCH A COURSE OF CONDUCT NOT TO BUILD ONE'S HOUSE UPON A ROCK(1) WHICH IS FIRM, STRONG, AND PLACED IN AN OPEN POSITION, BUT UPON THE SHIFTING SAND? HENCE THE OVERTHROW OF SUCH A BUILDING IS A MATTER OF EASE. 
CHAP. XXVII.--PERFECT KNOWLEDGE CANNOT BE ATTAINED IN THE PRESENT LIFE: MANY QUESTIONS MUST BE SUBMISSIVELY LEFT IN THE HANDS OF GOD. 
1. HAVING THEREFORE THE TRUTH ITSELF AS OUR RULE AND THE TESTIMONY CONCERNING GOD SET CLEARLY BEFORE US, WE OUGHT NOT, BY RUNNING AFTER NUMEROUS AND DIVERSE ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS, TO CAST AWAY THE FIRM AND TRUE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. BUT IT IS MUCH MORE SUITABLE THAT WE, DIRECTING OUR INQUIRIES AFTER THIS FASHION, SHOULD EXERCISE OURSELVES IN THE INVESTIGATION OF THE MYSTERY AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE LIVING GOD, AND SHOULD INCREASE IN THE LOVE OF HIM WHO HAS DONE, AND STILL DOES, SO GREAT THINGS FOR US; BUT NEVER SHOULD FALL FROM THE BELIEF BY WHICH IT IS MOST CLEARLY PROCLAIMED THAT THIS BEING ALONE IS TRULY GOD AND FATHER, WHO BOTH FORMED THIS WORLD, FASHIONED MAN, AND BESTOWED THE FACULTY OF INCREASE ON HIS OWN CREATION, AND CALLED HIM UPWARDS FROM LESSER THINGS TO THOSE GREATER ONES WHICH ARE IN HIS OWN PRESENCE, JUST AS HE BRINGS AN INFANT WHICH HAS BEEN CONCEIVED IN THE WOMB INTO THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, AND LAYS UP WHEAT IN THE BARN AFTER HE HAS GIVEN IT FULL STRENGTH ON THE STALK. BUT IT IS ONE AND THE SAME CREATOR WHO BOTH FASHIONED THE WOMB AND CREATED THE SUN; AND ONE AND THE SAME LORD WHO BOTH REARED THE STALK OF CORN, INCREASED AND MULTIPLIED THE WHEAT, AND PREPARED THE BARN. 
2. IF, HOWEVER, WE CANNOT DISCOVER EXPLANATIONS OF ALL THOSE THINGS IN SCRIPTURE WHICH ARE MADE THE SUBJECT OF INVESTIGATION, YET LET US NOT ON THAT ACCOUNT SEEK AFTER ANY OTHER GOD BESIDES HIM WHO REALLY EXISTS. FOR THIS IS THE VERY GREATEST IMPIETY. WE SHOULD LEAVE THINGS OF THAT NATURE TO GOD WHO CREATED US, BEING MOST PROPERLY ASSURED THAT THE SCRIPTURES ARE INDEED PERFECT, SINCE THEY WERE SPOKEN BY THE WORD OF GOD AND HIS SPIRIT; BUT WE, INASMUCH AS WE ARE INFERIOR TO, AND LATER IN EXISTENCE THAN, THE WORD OF GOD AND HIS SPIRIT, ARE ON THAT VERY ACCOUNT(2) DESTITUTE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS MYSTERIES. AND THERE IS NO CAUSE FOR WONDER IF THIS IS THE CASE WITH US AS RESPECTS THINGS SPIRITUAL AND HEAVENLY, AND SUCH AS REQUIRE TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US BY REVELATION, SINCE MANY EVEN OF THOSE THINGS WHICH LIE AT OUR VERY FEET (I MEAN SUCH AS BELONG TO THIS WORLD, WHICH WE HANDLE, AND SEE, AND ARE IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH) TRANSCEND OUT KNOWLEDGE, SO THAT EVEN THESE WE MUST LEAVE TO GOD. FOR IT IS FITTING THAT HE SHOULD EXCEL ALL [IN KNOWLEDGE]. FOR HOW STANDS THE CASE, FOR INSTANCE, IF WE ENDEAVOUR TO EXPLAIN THE CAUSE OF THE RISING OF THE NILE? WE MAY SAY A GREAT DEAL, PLAUSIBLE OR OTHERWISE, ON THE SUBJECT; BUT WHAT IS TRUE, SURE, AND INCONTROVERTIBLE REGARDING IT, BELONGS ONLY TO GOD. THEN, AGAIN, THE DWELLING-PLACE OF BIRDS--OF THOSE, I MEAN, WHICH COME TO US IN SPRING, BUT FLY AWAY AGAIN ON THE APPROACH OF AUTUMN--THOUGH IT IS A MATTER CONNECTED WITH THIS WORLD, ESCAPES OUR KNOWLEDGE. WHAT EXPLANATION, AGAIN, CAN WE GIVE OF THE FLOW AND EBB OF THE OCEAN, ALTHOUGH EVERY ONE ADMITS THERE MUST BE A CERTAIN CAUSE [FOR THESE PHENOMENA]? OR WHAT CAN WE SAY AS TO THE NATURE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH LIE BEYOND IT?(3) WHAT, MOREOVER, CAN WE SAY AS TO THE FORMATION OF RAIN, LIGHTNING, THUNDER, GATHERINGS OF CLOUDS, VAPOURS, THE BURSTING FORTH OF WINDS, AND SUCH LIKE THINGS; OF TELL AS TO THE STOREHOUSES OF SNOW, HAIL, AND OTHER LIKE THINGS? [WHAT DO WE KNOW RESPECTING] THE CONDITIONS REQUISITE FOR THE PREPARATION OF CLOUDS, OR WHAT IS THE REAL NATURE OF THE VAPOURS IN THE SKY? WHAT AS TO THE REASON WHY THE MOON WAXES AND WANES, OR WHAT AS TO THE CAUSE OF THE DIFFERENCE OF NATURE AMONG VARIOUS WATERS, METALS, STONES, AND SUCH LIKE THINGS? ON ALL THESE POINTS WE MAY INDEED SAY A GREAT DEAL WHILE WE SEARCH INTO THEIR CAUSES, BUT GOD ALONE WHO MADE THEM CAN DECLARE THE TRUTH REGARDING THEM. 
3. IF, THEREFORE, EVEN WITH RESPECT TO CREATION, THERE ARE SOME THINGS [THE KNOWLEDGE OF] WHICH BELONGS ONLY TO GOD, AND OTHERS WHICH COME WITH IN THE RANGE OF OUR OWN KNOWLEDGE, WHAT GROUND IS THERE FOR COMPLAINT, IF, IN REGARD TO THOSE THINGS WHICH WE INVESTIGATE IN THE SCRIPTURES (WHICH ARE THROUGHOUT SPIRITUAL), WE ARE ABLE BY THE GRACE OF GOD TO EXPLAIN SOME OF THEM, WHILE WE MUST LEAVE OTHERS IN THE HANDS OF GOD, AND THAT NOT ONLY IN THE PRESENT WORLD, BUT ALSO IN THAT WHICH IS TO COME, SO THAT GOD SHOULD FOR EVER TEACH, AND MAN SHOULD FOR EVER LEARN THE THINGS TAUGHT HIM BY GOD? AS THE APOSTLE HAS SAID ON THIS POINT, THAT, WHEN OTHER THINGS HAVE BEEN DONE AWAY, THEN THESE THREE, "FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITY, SHALL ENDURE."(4) FOR FAITH, WHICH HAS RESPECT TO OUR MASTER, ENDURES(5) UNCHANGEABLY, ASSURING US THAT THERE IS BUT ONE TRUE GOD, AND THAT WE SHOULD TRULY LOVE HIM FOR EVER, SEEING THAT HE ALONE IS OUR FATHER; WHILE WE HOPE EVER TO BE RECEIVING MORE AND MORE FROM GOD, AND TO LEARN FROM HIM, BECAUSE HE IS GOOD, AND POSSESSES BOUNDLESS RICHES, A KINGDOM WITHOUT END, AND INSTRUCTION THAT CAN NEVER BE EXHAUSTED. IF, THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO THE RULE WHICH I HAVE STATED, WE LEAVE SOME QUESTIONS IN THE HANDS OF GOD, WE SHALL BOTH PRESERVE OUR FAITH UNINJURED, AND SHALL CONTINUE WITHOUT DANGER; AND ALL SCRIPTURE, WHICH HAS BEEN GIVEN TO US BY GOD, SHALL BE FOUND BY US PERFECTLY CONSISTENT; AND THE PARABLES SHALL HARMONIZE WITH THOSE PASSAGES WHICH ARE PERFECTLY PLAIN; AND THOSE STATEMENTS THE MEANING OF WHICH IS CLEAR, SHALL SERVE TO EXPLAIN THE PARABLES; AND THROUGH THE MANY DIVERSIFIED UTTERANCES [OF SCRIPTURE] THERE SHALL BE HEARD(1) ONE HARMONIOUS MELODY IN US, PRAISING IN HYMNS THAT GOD WHO CREATED ALL THINGS. IF, FOR INSTANCE, ANY ONE ASKS, "WHAT WAS GOD DOING BEFORE HE MADE THE WORLD?" WE REPLY THAT THE ANSWER TO SUCH A QUESTION LIES WITH GOD HIMSELF. FOR THAT THIS WORLD WAS FORMED PERFECT(2) BY GOD, RECEIVING A BEGINNING IN TIME, THE SCRIPTURES TEACH US; BUT NO SCRIPTURE REVEALS TO US WHAT GOD WAS EMPLOYED ABOUT BEFORE THIS EVENT. THE ANSWER THEREFORE TO THAT QUESTION REMAINS WITH GOD, AND IT IS NOT PROPER(3) FOR US TO AIM AT BRINGING FORWARD FOOLISH, RASH, AND BLASPHEMOUS SUPPOSITIONS [IN REPLY TO IT]; SO, AS BY ONE'S IMAGINING THAT HE HAS DISCOVERED THE ORIGIN OF MATTER, HE SHOULD IN REALITY SET ASIDE GOD HIMSELF WHO MADE ALL THINGS. 
4. FOR CONSIDER, ALL YE WHO INVENT SUCH OPINIONS, SINCE THE FATHER HIMSELF IS ALONE CALLED GOD, WHO HAS A REAL EXISTENCE, BUT WHOM YE STYLE THE DEMIURGE; SINCE, MOREOVER, THE SCRIPTURES ACKNOWLEDGE HIM ALONE AS GOD; AND YET AGAIN, SINCE THE LORD CONFESSES HIM ALONE AS HIS OWN FATHER, AND KNOWS NO OTHER, AS I SHALL SHOW FROM HIS VERY WORDS,-- WHEN YE STYLE THIS VERY BEING THE FRUIT OF DEFECT, AND THE OFFSPRING OF IGNORANCE, AND DESCRIBE HIM AS BEING IGNORANT OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE HIM, WITH THE VARIOUS OTHER ALLEGATIONS WHICH YOU MAKE REGARDING HIM,--CONSIDER THE TERRIBLE BLASPHEMY [YE ARE THUS GUILTY OF] AGAINST HIM WHO TRULY IS GOD. YE SEEM TO AFFIRM GRAVELY AND HONESTLY ENOUGH THAT YE BELIEVE IN GOD; BUT THEN, AS YE ARE UTTERLY UNABLE TO REVEAL ANY OTHER GOD, YE DECLARE THIS VERY BEING IN WHOM YE PROFESS TO BELIEVE, THE FRUIT OF DEFECT AND THE OFFSPRING OF IGNORANCE. NOW THIS BLINDNESS AND FOOLISH TALKING FLOW TO YOU FROM THE FACT THAT YE RESERVE NOTHING FOR GOD, BUT YE WISH TO PROCLAIM THE NATIVITY AND PRODUCTION BOTH OF GOD HIMSELF, OF HIS ENNOEA, OF HIS LOGOS, AND LIFE, AND CHRIST; AND YE FORM THE IDEA OF THESE FROM NO OTHER THAN A MERE HUMAN EXPERIENCE; NOT UNDERSTANDING, AS I SAID BEFORE, THAT IT IS POSSIBLE, IN THE CASE OF MAN, WHO IS A COMPOUND BEING, TO SPEAK IN THIS WAY OF THE MIND OF MAN AND THE THOUGHT OF MAN; AND TO SAY THAT THOUGHT (ENNOEA) SPRINGS FROM MIND (SENSUS), INTENTION (ENTHYMESIS) AGAIN FROM THOUGHT, AND WORD (LOGOS) FROM INTENTION (BUT WHICH LOGOS?(4) FOR THERE IS AMONG THE GREEKS ONE LOGOS WHICH IS THE PRINCIPLE THAT THINKS, AND ANOTHER WHICH IS THE INSTRUMENT BY MEANS OF WHICH THOUGHT IS EXPRESSED); AND [TO SAY] THAT A MAN SOMETIMES IS AT REST AND SILENT, WHILE AT OTHER TIMES HE SPEAKS AND IS ACTIVE. BUT SINCE GOD IS(5) ALL MIND, ALL REASON, ALL ACTIVE SPIRIT, ALL LIGHT, AND ALWAYS EXISTS ONE AND THE SAME, AS IT IS BOTH BENEFICIAL FOR US TO THINK OF GOD, AND AS WE LEARN REGARDING HIM FROM THE SCRIPTURES, SUCH FEELINGS AND DIVISIONS [OF OPERATION] CANNOT FITTINGLY BE ASCRIBED TO HIM. FOR OUR TONGUE, AS BEING CARNAL, IS NOT SUFFICIENT TO MINISTER TO THE RAPIDITY OF THE HUMAN MIND, INASMUCH AS THAT IS OF A SPIRITUAL NATURE, FOR WHICH REASON OUR WORD IS RESTRAINED(6) WITHIN US, AND IS NOT AT ONCE EXPRESSED AS IT HAS BEEN CONCEIVED BY THE MIND, BUT IS UTTERED BY SUCCESSIVE EFFORTS, JUST AS THE TONGUE IS ABLE TO SERVE IT. 
5. BUT GOD BEING ALL MIND, AND ALL LOGOS, BOTH SPEAKS EXACTLY WHAT HE THINKS, AND THINKS EXACTLY WHAT HE SPEAKS. FOR HIS THOUGHT IS LOGOS, AND LOGOS IS MIND, AND MIND COMPREHENDING ALL THINGS IS THE FATHER HIMSELF. HE, THEREFORE, WHO SPEAKS OF THE MIND OF GOD, AND ASCRIBES TO IT A SPECIAL ORIGIN OF ITS OWN, DECLARES HIM A COMPOUND BEING, AS IF GOD WERE ONE THING, AND THE ORIGINAL MIND ANOTHER. SO, AGAIN, WITH RESPECT TO LOGOS, WHEN ONE ATTRIBUTES TO HIM THE THIRD(7) PLACE OF PRODUCTION FROM THE FATHER; ON WHICH SUPPOSITION HE IS IGNORANT OF HIS GREATNESS; AND THUS LOGOS HAS BEEN FAR SEPARATED FROM GOD. AS FOR THE PROPHET, HE DECLARES RESPECTING HIM, "WHO SHALL DESCRIBE HIS GENERATION?"(8) BUT YE PRETEND TO SET FORTH HIS GENERATION FROM THE FATHER, AND YE TRANSFER THE PRODUCTION OF THE WORD OF MEN WHICH TAKES PLACE BY MEANS OF A TONGUE TO THE WORD OF GOD, AND THUS ARE RIGHTEOUSLY EXPOSED BY YOUR OWN SELVES AS KNOWING NEITHER THINGS HUMAN NOR DIVINE. 
6. BUT, BEYOND REASON INFLATED [WITH YOUR OWN WISDOM], YE PRESUMPTUOUSLY MAINTAIN THAT YE ARE ACQUAINTED WITH THE UNSPEAKABLE MYSTERIES OF GOD; WHILE EVEN THE LORD, THE VERY SON OF GOD, ALLOWED THAT THE FATHER ALONE KNOWS THE VERY DAY AND HOUR OF JUDGMENT, WHEN HE PLAINLY DECLARES, "BUT OF THAT DAY AND THAT HOUR KNOWETH NO MAN, NEITHER THE SON, BUT THE FATHER ONLY."(1) IF, THEN, THE SON WAS NOT ASHAMED TO ASCRIBE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THAT DAY TO THE FATHER ONLY, BUT DECLARED WHAT WAS TRUE REGARDING THE MATTER, NEITHER LET US BE ASHAMED TO RESERVE FOR GOD THOSE GREATER QUESTIONS WHICH MAY OCCUR TO US. FOR NO MAN IS SUPERIOR TO HIS MASTER.(2) IF ANY ONE, THEREFORE, SAYS TO US, "HOW THEN WAS THE SON PRODUCED BY THE FATHER?" WE REPLY TO HIM, THAT NO MAN UNDERSTANDS THAT PRODUCTION, OR GENERATION, OR CALLING, OR REVELATION, OR BY WHATEVER NAME ONE MAY DESCRIBE HIS GENERATION, WHICH IS IN FACT ALTOGETHER INDESCRIBABLE. NEITHER VALENTINUS, NOR MARCION, NOR SATURNINUS, NOR BASILIDES, NOR ANGELS, NOR ARCHANGELS, NOR PRINCIPALITIES, NOR POWERS [POSSESS THIS KNOWLEDGE], BUT THE FATHER ONLY WHO BEGAT, AND THE SON WHO WAS BEGOTTEN. SINCE THEREFORE HIS GENERATION IS UNSPEAKABLE, THOSE WHO STRIVE TO SET FORTH GENERATIONS AND PRODUCTIONS CANNOT BE IN THEIR RIGHT MIND, INASMUCH AS THEY UNDERTAKE TO DESCRIBE THINGS WHICH ARE INDESCRIBABLE. FOR THAT A WORD IS UTTERED AT THE BIDDING OF THOUGHT AND MIND, ALL MEN INDEED WELL UNDERSTAND. THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO HAVE EXCOGITATED [THE THEORY OF] EMISSIONS HAVE NOT DISCOVERED ANYTHING GREAT, OR REVEALED ANY ABSTRUSE MYSTERY, WHEN THEY HAVE SIMPLY TRANSFERRED WHAT ALL UNDERSTAND TO THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN WORD OF GOD; AND WHILE THEY STYLE HIM UNSPEAKABLE AND UNNAMABLE, THEY NEVERTHELESS SET FORTH THE PRODUCTION AND FORMATION OF HIS FIRST GENERATION, AS IF THEY THEMSELVES HAD ASSISTED AT HIS BIRTH, THUS ASSIMILATING HIM TO THE WORD OF MANKIND FORMED BY EMISSIONS. 
7. BUT WE SHALL NOT BE WRONG IF WE AFFIRM THE SAME THING ALSO CONCERNING THE SUBSTANCE OF MATTER, THAT GOD PRODUCED IT. FOR WE HAVE LEARNED FROM THE SCRIPTURES THAT GOD HOLDS THE SUPREMACY OVER ALL THINGS. BUT WHENCE OR IN WHAT WAY HE PRODUCED IT, NEITHER HAS SCRIPTURE ANYWHERE DECLARED; NOR DOES IT BECOME US TO CONJECTURE, SO AS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR OWN OPINIONS, TO FORM ENDLESS CONJECTURES CONCERNING GOD, BUT WE SHOULD LEAVE SUCH KNOWLEDGE IN THE HANDS OF GOD HIMSELF. IN LIKE MANNER, ALSO, WE MUST LEAVE THE CAUSE WHY, WHILE ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY GOD, CERTAIN OF HIS CREATURES SINNED AND REVOLTED FROM A STATE OF SUBMISSION TO GOD, AND OTHERS, INDEED THE GREAT MAJORITY, PERSEVERED, AND DO STILL PERSEVERE, IN [WILLING] SUBJECTION TO HIM WHO FORMED THEM, AND ALSO OF WHAT NATURE THOSE ARE WHO SINNED, AND OF WHAT NATURE THOSE WHO PERSEVERE,--[WE MUST, I SAY, LEAVE THE CAUSE OF THESE THINGS] TO GOD AND HIS WORD, TO WHOM ALONE HE SAID, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE THINE ENEMIES THY FOOTSTOOL."(3) BUT AS FOR US, WE STILL DWELL UPON THE EARTH, AND HAVE NOT YET SAT DOWN UPON HIS THRONE. FOR ALTHOUGH THE SPIRIT OF THE SAVIOUR THAT IS IN HIM "SEARCHETH ALL THINGS, EVEN THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD,"(4) YET AS TO US "THERE ARE DIVERSITIES OF GIFTS, DIFFERENCES OF ADMINISTRATIONS, AND DIVERSITIES OF OPERATIONS;"(5) AND WE, WHILE UPON THE EARTH, AS PAUL ALSO DECLARES, "KNOW IN PART, AND PROPHESY IN PART."(6) SINCE, THEREFORE, WE KNOW BUT IN PART, WE OUGHT TO LEAVE ALL SORTS OF [DIFFICULT] QUESTIONS IN THE HANDS OF HIM WHO IN SOME MEASURE, [AND THAT ONLY,] BESTOWS GRACE ON US. THAT ETERNAL FIRE, [FOR INSTANCE,] IS PREPARED FOR SINNERS, BOTH THE LORD HAS PLAINLY DECLARED, AND THE REST OF THE SCRIPTURES DEMONSTRATE. AND THAT GOD FORE-KNEW THAT THIS WOULD HAPPEN, THE SCRIPTURES DO IN LIKE MANNER DEMONSTRATE, SINCE HE PREPARED ETERNAL FIRE FROM THE BEGINNING FOR THOSE WHO WERE [AFTERWARDS] TO TRANSGRESS [HIS COMMANDMENTS]; BUT THE CAUSE ITSELF OF THE NATURE OF SUCH TRANSGRESSORS NEITHER HAS ANY SCRIPTURE INFORMED US, NOR HAS AN APOSTLE TOLD US, NOR HAS THE LORD TAUGHT US. IT BECOMES US, THEREFORE, TO LEAVE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THIS MATTER TO GOD, EVEN AS THE LORD DOES OF THE DAY AND HOUR [OF JUDGMENT], AND NOT TO RUSH TO SUCH AN EXTREME OF DANGER, THAT WE WILL LEAVE NOTHING IN THE HANDS OF GOD, EVEN THOUGH WE HAVE RECEIVED ONLY A MEASURE OF GRACE [FROM HIM IN THIS WORLD]. BUT WHEN WE INVESTIGATE POINTS WHICH ARE ABOVE US, AND WITH RESPECT TO WHICH WE CANNOT REACH SATISFACTION, [IT IS ABSURD(7)] THAT WE SHOULD DISPLAY SUCH AN EXTREME OF PRESUMPTION AS TO LAY OPEN GOD, AND THINGS WHICH ARE NOT YET DISCOVERED,(8) AS IF ALREADY WE HAD FOUND OUT, BY THE VAIN TALK ABOUT EMISSIONS, GOD HIMSELF, THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, AND TO ASSERT THAT HE DERIVED HIS SUBSTANCE FROM APOSTASY AND IGNORANCE, SO AS TO FRAME AN IMPIOUS HYPOTHESIS IN OPPOSITION TO GOD. 
8. MOREOVER, THEY POSSESS NO PROOF OF THEIR SYSTEM, WHICH HAS BUT RECENTLY BEEN INVENTED BY THEM, SOMETIMES RESTING UPON CERTAIN NUMBERS, SOMETIMES ON SYLLABLES, AND SOMETIMES, AGAIN, ON NAMES; AND THERE ARE OCCASIONS, TOO, WHEN, BY MEANS OF THOSE LETTERS WHICH ARE CONTAINED IN LETTERS, BY PARABLES NOT PROPERLY INTERPRETED, OR BY CERTAIN [BASELESS] CONJECTURES, THEY STRIVE TO ESTABLISH THAT FABULOUS ACCOUNT WHICH THEY HAVE DEVISED. FOR IF ANY ONE SHOULD INQUIRE THE REASON WHY THE FATHER, WHO HAS FELLOWSHIP WITH THE SON IN ALL THINGS, HAS BEEN DECLARED BY THE LORD ALONE TO KNOW THE HOUR AND THE DAY [OF JUDGMENT], HE WILL FIND AT PRESENT NO MORE SUITABLE, OR BECOMING, OR SAFE REASON THAN THIS (SINCE, INDEED, THE LORD IS THE ONLY TRUE MASTER), THAT WE MAY LEARN THROUGH HIM THAT THE FATHER IS ABOVE ALL THINGS. FOR "THE FATHER," SAYS HE, "IS GREATER THAN I."(1) THE FATHER, THEREFORE, HAS BEEN DECLARED BY OUR LORD TO EXCEL WITH RESPECT TO KNOWLEDGE; FOR THIS REASON, THAT WE, TOO, AS LONG AS WE ARE CONNECTED WITH THE SCHEME OF THINGS IN THIS WORLD, SHOULD LEAVE PERFECT KNOWLEDGE, AND SUCH QUESTIONS [AS HAVE BEEN MENTIONED], TO GOD, AND SHOULD NOT BY ANY CHANCE, WHILE WE SEEK TO INVESTIGATE THE SUBLIME NATURE OF THE FATHER, FALL INTO THE DANGER OF STARTING THE QUESTION WHETHER THERE IS ANOTHER GOD ABOVE GOD.(2) 
9. BUT IF ANY LOVER OF STRIFE CONTRADICT WHAT I HAVE SAID, AND ALSO WHAT THE APOSTLE AFFIRMS, THAT "WE KNOW IN PART, AND PROPHESY IN PART,"(3) AND IMAGINE THAT HE HAS ACQUIRED NOT A PARTIAL, BUT A UNIVERSAL, KNOWLEDGE OF ALL THAT EXISTS,--BEING SUCH AN ONE AS VALENTINUS, OR PTOLEMAEUS, OR BASILIDES, OR ANY OTHER OF THOSE WHO MAINTAIN THAT THEY HAVE SEARCHED OUT THE DEEP(4) THINGS OF GOD,--LET HIM NOT (ARRAYING HIMSELF IN VAINGLORY) BOAST THAT HE HAS ACQUIRED GREATER KNOWLEDGE THAN OTHERS WITH RESPECT TO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE INVISIBLE, OR CANNOT BE PLACED UNDER OUR OBSERVATION; BUT LET HIM, BY MAKING DILIGENT INQUIRY, AND OBTAINING INFORMATION FROM THE FATHER, TELL US THE REASONS (WHICH WE KNOW NOT) OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE IN THIS WORLD,--AS, FOR INSTANCE, THE NUMBER OF HAIRS ON HIS OWN HEAD, AND THE SPARROWS WHICH ARE CAPTURED DAY BY DAY, AND SUCH OTHER POINTS WITH WHICH WE ARE NOT PREVIOUSLY ACQUAINTED,--SO THAT WE MAY CREDIT HIM ALSO WITH RESPECT TO MORE IMPORTANT POINTS. BUT IF THOSE WHO ARE PERFECT DO NOT YET UNDERSTAND THE VERY THINGS IN THEIR HANDS, AND AT THEIR FEET, AND BEFORE THEIR EYES, AND ON THE EARTH, AND ESPECIALLY THE RULE FOLLOWED WITH RESPECT TO THE HAIRS OF THEIR HEAD, HOW CAN WE BELIEVE THEM REGARDING THINGS SPIRITUAL, AND SUPER-CELESTIAL,(5) AND THOSE WHICH, WITH A VAIN CONFIDENCE, THEY ASSERT TO BE ABOVE GOD? SO MUCH, THEN, I HAVE SAID CONCERNING NUMBERS, AND NAMES, AND SYLLABLES, AND QUESTIONS RESPECTING SUCH THINGS AS ARE ABOVE OUR COMPREHENSION, AND CONCERNING THEIR IMPROPER EXPOSITIONS OF THE PARABLES: [I ADD NO MORE ON THESE POINTS,] SINCE THOU THYSELF MAYEST ENLARGE UPON THEM. 
CHAP. XXIX.--REFUTATION OF THE VIEWS OF THE HERETICS AS TO THE FUTURE DESTINY OF THE SOUL AND BODY. 
1. LET US RETURN, HOWEVER, TO THE REMAINING POINTS OF THEIR SYSTEM. FOR WHEN THEY DECLARE(6) THAT, AT THE CONSUMMATION OF ALL THINGS, THEIR MOTHER SHALL RE-ENTER THE PLEROMA, AND RECEIVE THE SAVIOUR AS HER CONSORT; THAT THEY THEMSELVES, AS BEING SPIRITUAL, WHEN THEY HAVE GOT RID OF THEIR ANIMAL SOULS, AND BECOME INTELLECTUAL SPIRITS, WILL BE THE CONSORTS OF THE SPIRITUAL ANGELS; BUT THAT THE DEMIURGE, SINCE THEY CALL HIM ANIMAL, WILL PASS INTO THE PLACE OF THE MOTHER; THAT THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL PSYCHICALLY REPOSE IN THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE;--WHEN THEY DECLARE THAT LIKE WILL BE GATHERED TO LIKE, SPIRITUAL THINGS TO SPIRITUAL, WHILE MATERIAL THINGS CONTINUE AMONG THOSE THAT ARE MATERIAL, THEY DO IN FACT CONTRADICT THEMSELVES, INASMUCH AS THEY NO LONGER MAINTAIN THAT SOULS PASS, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR NATURE, INTO THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE TO THOSE SUBSTANCES WHICH ARE SIMILAR TO THEMSELVES, BUT [THAT THEY DO SO] ON ACCOUNT OF THE DEEDS DONE [IN THE BODY], SINCE THEY AFFIRM THAT THOSE OF THE RIGHTEOUS DO PASS [INTO THAT ABODE], BUT THOSE OF THE IMPIOUS CONTINUE IN THE FIRE. FOR IF IT IS ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR NATURE THAT ALL SOULS ATTAIN TO THE PLACE OF ENJOYMENT,(7) AND ALL BELONG TO THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY ARE SOULS, AS BEING THUS OF THE SAME NATURE WITH IT, THEN IT FOLLOWS THAT FAITH IS ALTOGETHER SUPERFLUOUS, AS WAS ALSO THE DESCENT(8) OF THE SAVIOUR [TO THIS WORLD]. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, IT IS ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS [THAT THEY ATTAIN TO SUCH A PLACE OF REST], THEN IT IS NO LONGER BECAUSE THEY ARE SOULS BUT BECAUSE THEY ARE RIGHTEOUS. BUT IF SOULS WOULD HAVE(9) PERISHED UNLESS THEY HAD BEEN RIGHTEOUS, THEN RIGHTEOUSNESS MUST HAVE POWER TO SAVE THE BODIES ALSO [WHICH THESE SOULS INHABITED]; FOR WHY SHOULD IT NOT SAVE THEM, SINCE THEY, TOO, PARTICIPATED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS? FOR IF NATURE AND SUBSTANCE ARE THE MEANS OF SALVATION, THEN ALL SOULS SHALL BE SAVED; BUT IF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND FAITH, WHY SHOULD THESE NOT SAVE THOSE BODIES WHICH, EQUALLY WITH THE SOULS, WILL ENTER(10) INTO IMMORTALITY? FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS WILL APPEAR, IN MATTERS OF THIS KIND, EITHER IMPOTENT OR UNJUST, IF INDEED IT SAVES SOME SUBSTANCES THROUGH PARTICIPATING IN IT, BUT NOT OTHERS. 
2. FOR IT IS MANIFEST THAT THOSE ACTS WHICH ARE DEEMED RIGHTEOUS ARE PERFORMED IN BODIES. EITHER, THEREFORE, ALL SOULS WILL OF NECESSITY PASS INTO THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE, AND THERE WILL NEVER BE A JUDGMENT; OR BODIES, TOO, WHICH HAVE PARTICIPATED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, WILL ATTAIN TO THE PLACE OF ENJOYMENT, ALONG WITH THE SOULS WHICH HAVE IN LIKE MANNER PARTICIPATED, IF INDEED RIGHTEOUSNESS IS POWERFUL ENOUGH TO BRING THITHER THOSE SUBSTANCES WHICH HAVE PARTICIPATED IN IT. AND THEN THE DOCTRINE CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION OF BODIES WHICH WE BELIEVE, WILL EMERGE TRUE AND CERTAIN [FROM THEIR SYSTEM]; SINCE, [AS WE HOLD,] GOD, WHEN HE RESUSCITATES OUR MORTAL BODIES WHICH PRESERVED RIGHTEOUSNESS, WILL RENDER THEM INCORRUPTIBLE AND IMMORTAL. FOR GOD IS SUPERIOR TO NATURE, AND HAS IN HIMSELF THE DISPOSITION [TO SHOW KINDNESS], BECAUSE HE IS GOOD; AND THE ABILITY TO DO SO, BECAUSE HE IS MIGHTY; AND THE FACULTY OF FULLY CARRYING OUT HIS PURPOSE, BECAUSE HE IS RICH AND PERFECT. 
3. BUT THESE MEN ARE IN ALL POINTS INCONSISTENT WITH THEMSELVES, WHEN THEY DECIDE THAT ALL SOULS DO NOT ENTER INTO THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE, BUT THOSE OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONLY. FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT, ACCORDING TO NATURE AND SUBSTANCE, THREE SORTS [OF BEING] WERE PRODUCED BY THE MOTHER: THE FIRST, WHICH PROCEEDED FROM PERPLEXITY, AND WEARINESS, AND FEAR--THAT IS MATERIAL SUBSTANCE; THE SECOND FROM IMPETUOSITY(1)  THAT IS ANIMAL SUBSTANCE; BUT THAT WHICH SHE BROUGHT FORTH AFTER THE VISION OF THOSE ANGELS WHO WAIT UPON CHRIST, IS SPIRITUAL SUBSTANCE. IF, THEN, THAT SUBSTANCE(2) WHICH SHE BROUGHT FORTH WILL BY ALL MEANS ENTER INTO THE PLEROMA BECAUSE IT IS SPIRITUAL, WHILE THAT WHICH IS MATERIAL WILL REMAIN BELOW BECAUSE IT IS MATERIAL, AND SHALL BE TOTALLY CONSUMED BY THE FIRE WHICH BUMS WITHIN IT, WHY SHOULD NOT THE WHOLE ANIMAL SUBSTANCE GO INTO THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE, INTO WHICH ALSO THEY SEND THE DEMIURGE? BUT WHAT IS IT WHICH SHALL ENTER WITHIN THEIR PLEROMA? FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT SOULS SHALL CONTINUE IN THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE, WHILE BODIES, BECAUSE THEY POSSESS MATERIAL SUBSTANCE, WHEN THEY HAVE BEEN RESOLVED INTO MATTER, SHALL BE CONSUMED BY THAT FIRE WHICH EXISTS IN IT; BUT THEIR BODY BEING THUS DESTROYED, AND THEIR SOUL REMAINING IN THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE, NO PART OF MAN WILL ANY LONGER BE LEFT TO ENTER IN WITHIN THE PLEROMA. FOR THE INTELLECT OF MAN--HIS MIND, THOUGHT, MENTAL INTENTION, AND SUCH LIKE--IS NOTHING ELSE THAN HIS SOUL; BUT THE EMOTIONS AND OPERATIONS OF THE SOUL ITSELF HAVE NO SUBSTANCE APART FROM THE SOUL. WHAT PART OF THEM, THEN, WILL STILL REMAIN TO ENTER INTO THE PLEROMA? FOR THEY THEMSELVES, IN AS FAR AS THEY ARE SOULS, REMAIN IN THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE; WHILE, IN AS FAR AS THEY ARE BODY, THEY WILL BE CONSUMED WITH THE REST OF MATTER. 
CHAP. XXX.--ABSURDITY OF THEIR STYLING THEMSELVES SPIRITUAL, WHILE THE DEMIURGE IS DECLARED TO BE ANIMAL. 
1. SUCH BEING THE STATE OF THE CASE, THESE INFATUATED MEN DECLARE THAT THEY RISE ABOVE THE CREATOR (DEMIURGE); AND, INASMUCH AS THEY PROCLAIM THEMSELVES SUPERIOR TO THAT GOD WHO MADE AND ADORNED THE HEAVENS, AND THE EARTH, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE IN THEM, AND MAINTAIN THAT THEY THEMSELVES ARE SPIRITUAL, WHILE THEY ARE IN FACT SHAMEFULLY CARNAL ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR SO GREAT IMPIETY,--AFFIRMING THAT HE, WHO HAS MADE HIS ANGELS(3) SPIRITS, AND IS CLOTHED WITH LIGHT AS WITH A GARMENT, AND HOLDS THE CIRCLE(4) OF THE EARTH, AS IT WERE, IN HIS HAND, IN WHOSE SIGHT ITS INHABITANTS ARE COUNTED AS GRASSHOPPERS, AND WHO IS THE CREATOR AND LORD OF ALL SPIRITUAL SUBSTANCE, IS OF AN ANIMAL NATURE,--THEY DO BEYOND DOUBT AND VERILY BETRAY THEIR OWN MADNESS; AND, AS IF TRULY STRUCK WITH THUNDER, EVEN MORE THAN THOSE GIANTS WHO ARE SPOKEN OF IN [HEATHEN] FABLES, THEY LIFT UP THEIR OPINIONS AGAINST GOD, INFLATED BY A VAIN PRESUMPTION AND UNSTABLE GLORY,--MEN FOR WHOSE PURGATION ALL THE HELLEBORE(5) ON EARTH WOULD NOT SUFFICE, SO THAT THEY SHOULD GET RID OF THEIR INTENSE FOLLY. 
2. THE SUPERIOR PERSON IS TO BE PROVED BY HIS DEEDS. IN WHAT WAY, THEN, CAN THEY SHOW THEMSELVES SUPERIOR TO THE CREATOR (THAT I TOO, THROUGH THE NECESSITY OF THE ARGUMENT IN HAND, MAY COME DOWN TO THE LEVEL OF THEIR IMPIETY, INSTITUTING A COMPARISON BETWEEN GOD AND FOOLISH MEN, AND, BY DESCENDING TO THEIR ARGUMENT, MAY OFTEN REFUTE THEM BY THEIR OWN DOCTRINES; BUT IN THUS ACTING MAY GOD BE MERCIFUL TO ME, FOR I VENTURE ON THESE STATEMENTS, NOT WITH THE VIEW OF COMPARING HIM TO THEM, BUT OF CONVICTING AND OVERTHROWING THEIR INSANE OPINIONS)--THEY, FOR WHOM MANY FOOLISH PERSONS ENTERTAIN SO GREAT AN ADMIRATION, AS IF, FORSOOTH, THEY COULD LEARN FROM THEM SOMETHING MORE PRECIOUS THAN THE TRUTH ITSELF! THAT EXPRESSION OF SCRIPTURE, "SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND,"(6) THEY INTERPRET AS SPOKEN WITH THIS VIEW, THAT THEY SHOULD DISCOVER THEMSELVES TO BE ABOVE THE CREATOR, STYLING THEMSELVES GREATER AND BETTER THAN GOD, AND CALLING THEMSELVES SPIRITUAL, BUT THE CREATOR ANIMAL; AND [AFFIRMING] THAT FOR THIS REASON THEY RISE UPWARDS ABOVE GOD, FOR THAT THEY ENTER IN WITHIN THE PLEROMA, WHILE HE REMAINS IN THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE. LET THEM, THEN, PROVE THEMSELVES BY THEIR DEED’S SUPERIOR TO THE CREATOR; FOR THE SUPERIOR PERSON OUGHT TO BE PROVED NOT BY WHAT IS SAID, BUT BY WHAT HAS A REAL EXISTENCE. 
3. WHAT WORK, THEN, WILL THEY POINT TO AS HAVING BEEN ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH THEMSELVES BY THE SAVIOUR, OR BY THEIR MOTHER, EITHER GREATER, OR MORE GLORIOUS, OR MORE ADORNED WITH WISDOM, THAN THOSE WHICH HAVE BEEN PRODUCED BY HIM WHO WAS THE DISPOSER OF ALL AROUND US? WHAT HEAVENS HAVE THEY ESTABLISHED? WHAT EARTH HAVE THEY FOUNDED? WHAT STARS HAVE THEY CALLED INTO EXISTENCE? OR WHAT LIGHTS OF HEAVEN HAVE THEY CAUSED TO SHINE? WITHIN WHAT CIRCLES, MOREOVER, HAVE THEY CONFINED THEM? OR, WHAT RAINS, OR FROSTS, OR SNOWS, EACH SUITED TO THE SEASON, AND TO EVERY SPECIAL CLIMATE, HAVE THEY BROUGHT UPON THE EARTH? AND AGAIN, IN OPPOSITION TO THESE, WHAT HEAT OR DRYNESS HAVE THEY SET OVER AGAINST THEM? OR, WHAT RIVERS HAVE THEY MADE TO FLOW? WHAT FOUNTAINS HAVE THEY BROUGHT FORTH? WITH WHAT FLOWERS AND TREES HAVE THEY ADORNED THIS SUBLUNARY WORLD? OR, WHAT MULTITUDE OF ANIMALS HAVE THEY FORMED, SOME RATIONAL, AND OTHERS IRRATIONAL, BUT ALL ADORNED WITH BEAUTY? AND WHO CAN ENUMERATE ONE BY ONE ALL THE REMAINING OBJECTS WHICH HAVE BEEN CONSTITUTED BY THE POWER OF GOD, AND ARE GOVERNED BY HIS WISDOM? OR WHO CAN SEARCH OUT THE GREATNESS OF THAT GOD WHO MADE THEM? AND WHAT CAN BE TOLD OF THOSE EXISTENCES WHICH ARE ABOVE HEAVEN, AND WHICH DO NOT PASS AWAY, SUCH AS ANGELS, ARCHANGELS, THRONES, DOMINIONS, AND POWERS INNUMERABLE? AGAINST WHAT ONE OF THESE WORKS, THEN, DO THEY SET THEMSELVES IN OPPOSITION? WHAT HAVE THEY SIMILAR TO SHOW, AS HAVING BEEN MADE THROUGH THEMSELVES, OR BY THEMSELVES, SINCE EVEN THEY TOO ARE THE WORKMANSHIP AND CREATURES OF THIS [CREATOR]? FOR WHETHER THE SAVIOUR OR THEIR MOTHER (TO USE THEIR OWN EXPRESSIONS, PROVING THEM FALSE BY MEANS OF THE VERY TERMS THEY THEMSELVES EMPLOY) USED THIS BEING, AS THEY MAINTAIN, TO MAKE AN IMAGE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE WITHIN THE PLEROMA, AND OF ALL THOSE BEINGS WHICH SHE SAW WAITING UPON THE SAVIOUR, SHE USED HIM (THE DEMIURGE) AS BEING [IN A SENSE] SUPERIOR TO HERSELF, AND BETTER FITTED TO ACCOMPLISH HER PURPOSE THROUGH HIS INSTRUMENTALITY; FOR SHE WOULD BY NO MEANS FORM THE IMAGES OF SUCH IMPORTANT BEINGS THROUGH MEANS OF AN INFERIOR, BUT BY A SUPERIOR, AGENT. 
4. FOR, [BE IT OBSERVED,] THEY THEMSELVES, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN DECLARATIONS, WERE THEN EXISTING, AS A SPIRITUAL CONCEPTION, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE CONTEMPLATION OF THOSE BEINGS WHO WERE ARRANGED AS SATELLITES AROUND PANDORA. AND THEY INDEED CONTINUED USELESS, THE MOTHER ACCOMPLISHING NOTHING THROUGH THEIR INSTRUMENTALITY,(1) AN IDLE CONCEPTION, OWING THEIR BEING TO THE SAVIOUR, AND FIT FOR NOTHING, FOR NOT A THING APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN DONE BY THEM. BUT THE GOD WHO, ACCORDING TO THEM, WAS PRODUCED, WHILE, AS THEY ARGUE, INFERIOR TO THEMSELVES (FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT HE IS OF AN ANIMAL NATURE), WAS NEVERTHELESS THE ACTIVE AGENT IN ALL THINGS, EFFICIENT, AND FIT FOR THE WORK TO BE DONE, SO THAT BY HIM THE IMAGES OF ALL THINGS WERE MADE; AND NOT ONLY WERE THESE THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN FORMED BY HIM, BUT ALSO ALL THINGS INVISIBLE, ANGELS, ARCHANGELS, DOMINATIONS, POWERS, AND VIRTUES,--[BY HIM, I SAY,] AS BEING THE SUPERIOR, AND CAPABLE OF MINISTERING TO HER DESIRE. BUT IT SEEMS THAT THE MOTHER MADE NOTHING WHATEVER THROUGH THEIR INSTRUMENTALITY, AS INDEED THEY THEMSELVES ACKNOWLEDGE; SO THAT ONE MAY JUSTLY RECKON THEM AS HAVING BEEN AN ABORTION PRODUCED BY THE PAINFUL TRAVAIL OF THEIR MOTHER. FOR NO ACCOUCHEURS PERFORMED THEIR OFFICE UPON HER, AND THEREFORE THEY WERE CAST FORTH AS AN ABORTION, USEFUL FOR NOTHING, AND FORMED TO ACCOMPLISH NO WORK OF THE MOTHER. AND YET THEY DESCRIBE THEMSELVES AS BEING SUPERIOR TO HIM BY WHOM SO VAST AND ADMIRABLE WORKS HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED AND ARRANGED, ALTHOUGH BY THEIR OWN REASONING THEY ARE FOUND TO BE SO WRETCHEDLY INFERIOR! 
5. IT IS AS IF THERE WERE TWO IRON TOOLS, OR INSTRUMENTS, THE ONE OF WHICH WAS CONTINUALLY IN THE WORKMAN'S HANDS AND IN CONSTANT USE, AND BY THE USE OF WHICH HE MADE WHATEVER HE PLEASED, AND DISPLAYED HIS ART AND SKILL, BUT THE OTHER OF WHICH REMAINED IDLE AND USELESS, NEVER BEING CALLED INTO OPERATION, THE WORKMAN NEVER APPEARING TO MAKE ANYTHING BY IT, AND MAKING NO USE OF IT IN ANY OF HIS LABOURS; AND THEN ONE SHOULD MAINTAIN THAT THIS USELESS, AND IDLE, AND UNEMPLOYED TOOL WAS SUPERIOR IN NATURE AND VALUE TO THAT WHICH THE ARTISAN EMPLOYED IN HIS WORK, AND BY MEANS OF WHICH HE ACQUIRED HIS REPUTATION. SUCH A MAN, IF ANY SUCH WERE FOUND, WOULD JUSTLY BE REGARDED AS IMBECILE, AND NOT IN HIS RIGHT MIND. AND SO SHOULD THOSE BE JUDGED OF WHO SPEAK OF THEMSELVES AS BEING SPIRITUAL AND SUPERIOR, AND OF THE CREATOR AS POSSESSED OF AN ANIMAL NATURE, AND MAINTAIN THAT FOR THIS REASON THEY WILL ASCEND ON HIGH, AND PENETRATE WITHIN THE PLEROMA TO THEIR OWN HUSBANDS (FOR, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN STATEMENTS, THEY ARE THEMSELVES FEMININE), BUT THAT GOD [THE CREATOR] IS OF AN INFERIOR NATURE, AND THEREFORE REMAINS IN THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE, WHILE ALL THE TIME THEY BRING FORWARD NO PROOFS OF THESE ASSERTIONS: FOR THE BETTER MAN IS SHOWN BY HIS WORKS, AND ALL WORKS HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED BY THE CREATOR; BUT THEY, HAVING NOTHING WORTHY OF REASON TO POINT TO AS HAVING BEEN PRODUCED BY THEMSELVES, ARE LABOURING UNDER THE GREATEST AND MOST INCURABLE MADNESS. 
6. IF, HOWEVER, THEY LABOUR TO MAINTAIN THAT, WHILE ALL MATERIAL THINGS, SUCH AS THE HEAVEN, AND THE WHOLE WORLD WHICH EXISTS BELOW IT, WERE INDEED FORMED BY THE DEMIURGE, YET ALL THINGS OF A MORE SPIRITUAL NATURE THAN THESE,--THOSE, NAMELY, WHICH ARE ABOVE THE HEAVENS, SUCH AS PRINCIPALITIES, POWERS, ANGELS, ARCHANGELS, DOMINATIONS, VIRTUES,--WERE PRODUCED BY A SPIRITUAL PROCESS OF BIRTH (WHICH THEY DECLARE THEMSELVES TO BE), THEN, IN THE FIRST PLACE, WE PROVE FROM THE AUTHORITATIVE SCRIPTURES(1) THAT ALL THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN MENTIONED, VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, HAVE BEEN MADE BY ONE GOD. FOR THESE MEN ARE NOT MORE TO BE DEPENDED ON THAN THE SCRIPTURES; NOR OUGHT WE TO GIVE UP THE DECLARATIONS OF THE LORD, MOSES, AND THE REST OF THE PROPHETS, WHO HAVE PROCLAIMED THE TRUTH, AND GIVE CREDIT TO THEM, WHO DO INDEED UTTER NOTHING OF A SENSIBLE NATURE, BUT RAVE ABOUT UNTENABLE OPINIONS. AND, IN THE NEXT PLACE, IF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE THE HEAVENS WERE REALLY MADE THROUGH THEIR INSTRUMENTALITY, THEN LET THEM INFORM US WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THINGS INVISIBLE, RECOUNT THE NUMBER OF THE ANGELS, AND THE RANKS OF THE ARCHANGELS, REVEAL THE MYSTERIES OF THE THRONES, AND TEACH US THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE DOMINATIONS, PRINCIPALITIES, POWERS, AND VIRTUES. BUT THEY CAN SAY NOTHING RESPECTING THEM; THEREFORE, THESE BEINGS WERE NOT MADE BY THEM. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, THESE WERE MADE BY THE CREATOR, AS WAS REALLY THE CASE, AND ARE OF A SPIRITUAL AND HOLY CHARACTER, THEN IT FOLLOWS THAT HE WHO PRODUCED SPIRITUAL BEINGS IS NOT HIMSELF OF AN ANIMAL NATURE, AND THUS THEIR FEARFUL SYSTEM OF BLASPHEMY IS OVERTHROWN. 
7. FOR THAT THERE ARE SPIRITUAL CREATURES IN THE HEAVENS, ALL THE SCRIPTURES LOUDLY PROCLAIM; AND PAUL EXPRESSLY TESTIFIES THAT THERE ARE SPIRITUAL THINGS WHEN HE DECLARES THAT HE WAS CAUGHT UP INTO THE THIRD HEAVEN,(2) AND AGAIN, THAT HE WAS CARRIED AWAY TO PARADISE, AND HEARD UNSPEAKABLE WORDS WHICH IT IS NOT LAWFUL FOR A MAN TO UTTER. BUT WHAT DID THAT PROFIT HIM, EITHER HIS ENTRANCE INTO PARADISE OR HIS ASSUMPTION INTO THE THIRD HEAVEN, SINCE ALL THESE THINGS ARE STILL BUT UNDER THE POWER OF THE DEMIURGE, IF, AS SOME VENTURE TO MAINTAIN, HE HAD ALREADY BEGUN(3) TO BE A SPECTATOR AND A HEARER OF THOSE MYSTERIES WHICH ARE AFFIRMED TO BE ABOVE THE DEMIURGE? FOR IF IT IS TRUE THAT HE WAS BECOMING ACQUAINTED WITH THAT ORDER OF THINGS WHICH IS ABOVE THE DEMIURGE, HE WOULD BY NO MEANS HAVE REMAINED IN THE REGIONS OF THE DEMIURGE, AND THAT SO AS NOT EVEN THOROUGHLY TO EXPLORE EVEN THESE (FOR, ACCORDING TO THEIR MANNER OF SPEAKING, THERE STILL LAY BEFORE HIM FOUR HEAVENS,(4) IF HE WERE TO APPROACH THE DEMIURGE, AND THUS BEHOLD THE WHOLE SEVEN LYING BENEATH HIM); BUT HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN ADMITTED, PERHAPS, INTO THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE, THAT IS, INTO THE PRESENCE OF THE MOTHER, THAT HE MIGHT RECEIVE INSTRUCTION FROM HER AS TO THE THINGS WITHIN THE PLEROMA. FOR THAT INNER MAN WHICH WAS IN HIM, AND SPOKE IN HIM, AS THEY SAY, THOUGH INVISIBLE, COULD HAVE ATTAINED NOT ONLY TO THE THIRD HEAVEN, BUT EVEN AS FAR AS THE PRESENCE OF THEIR MOTHER. FOR IF THEY MAINTAIN THAT THEY THEMSELVES, THAT IS, THEIR [INNER] MAN, AT ONCE ASCENDS ABOVE THE DEMIURGE, AND DEPARTS TO THE MOTHER, MUCH MORE MUST THIS HAVE OCCURRED TO THE [INNER] MAN OF THE APOSTLE; FOR THE DEMIURGE WOULD NOT HAVE HINDERED HIM, BEING, AS THEY ASSERT, HIMSELF ALREADY SUBJECT TO THE SAVIOUR. BUT IF HE HAD TRIED TO HINDER HIM, THE EFFORT WOULD HAVE GONE FOR NOTHING. FOR IT IS NOT POSSIBLE THAT HE SHOULD PROVE STRONGER THAN THE PROVIDENCE OF THE FATHER, AND THAT WHEN THE TUNER MAN IS SAID TO BE INVISIBLE EVEN TO THE DEMIURGE. BUT SINCE HE (PAUL) HAS DESCRIBED THAT ASSUMPTION OF HIMSELF UP TO THE THIRD HEAVEN AS SOMETHING GREAT AND PRE-EMINENT, IT CANNOT BE THAT THESE MEN ASCEND ABOVE THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, FOR THEY ARE CERTAINLY NOT SUPERIOR TO THE APOSTLE. IF THEY DO MAINTAIN THAT THEY ARE MORE EXCELLENT THAN HE, LET THEM PROVE THEMSELVES SO BY THEIR WORKS, FOR THEY HAVE NEVER PRETENDED TO ANYTHING LIKE [WHAT HE DESCRIBES AS OCCURRING TO HIMSELF]. AND FOR THIS REASON HE ADDED, "WHETHER IN THE BODY, OR WHETHER OUT OF THE BODY, GOD KNOWETH,"(5) THAT THE BODY MIGHT NEITHER BE THOUGHT TO BE A PARTAKER IN THAT VISION,(6) AS IF IT COULD HAVE PARTICIPATED IN THOSE THINGS WHICH IT HAD SEEN AND HEARD; NOR, AGAIN, THAT ANY ONE SHOULD SAY THAT HE WAS NOT CARRIED HIGHER ON ACCOUNT OF THE WEIGHT OF THE BODY; BUT IT IS THEREFORE THUS FAR PERMITTED EVEN WITHOUT THE BODY TO BEHOLD SPIRITUAL MYSTERIES WHICH ARE THE OPERATIONS OF GOD, WHO MADE THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, AND FORMED MAN, AND PLACED HIM IN PARADISE, SO THAT THOSE SHOULD BE SPECTATORS OF THEM WHO, LIKE THE APOSTLE, HAVE REACHED A HIGH DEGREE OF PERFECTION IN THE LOVE OF GOD. 
8. THIS BEING, THEREFORE, ALSO MADE SPIRITUAL THINGS, OF WHICH, AS FAR AS TO THE THIRD HEAVEN, THE APOSTLE WAS MADE A SPECTATOR, AND HEARD UNSPEAKABLE WORDS WHICH IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR A MAN TO UTTER, INASMUCH AS THEY ARE SPIRITUAL; AND HE HIMSELF BESTOWS, [GIFTS] ON THE WORTHY AS INCLINATION PROMPTS HIM, FOR PARADISE IS HIS; AND HE IS TRULY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, AND NOT AN ANIMAL DEMIURGE, OTHERWISE HE SHOULD NEVER HAVE CREATED SPIRITUAL THINGS. BUT IF HE REALLY IS OF AN ANIMAL NATURE, THEN LET THEM INFORM US BY WHOM SPIRITUAL THINGS WERE MADE. THEY HAVE NO PROOF WHICH THEY CAN GIVE FRIAR THIS WAS DONE BY MEANS OF THE TRAVAIL OF THEIR MOTHER, WHICH THEY DECLARE THEMSELVES TO BE. FOR, NOT TO SPEAK OF SPIRITUAL THINGS, THESE MEN CANNOT CREATE EVEN A FLY, OR A GNAT, OR ANY OTHER SMALL AND INSIGNIFICANT ANIMAL, WITHOUT OBSERVING THAT LAW BY WHICH FROM THE BEGINNING ANIMALS HAVE BEEN AND ARE NATURALLY PRODUCED BY GOD--THROUGH THE DEPOSITION OF SEED IN THOSE THAT ARE OF THE SAME SPECIES. NOR WAS ANYTHING FORMED BY THE MOTHER ALONE; [FOR] THEY SAY THAT THIS DEMIURGE WAS PRODUCED BY HER, AND THAT HE WAS THE LORD (THE AUTHOR) OF ALL CREATION. AND THEY MAINTAIN THAT HE WHO IS THE CREATOR AND LORD OF ALL THAT HAS BEEN MADE IS OF AN ANIMAL NATURE, WHILE THEY ASSERT THAT THEY THEMSELVES ARE SPIRITUAL, THEY WHO ARE NEITHER THE AUTHORS NOR LORDS OF ANY ONE WORK, NOT ONLY OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE EXTRANEOUS TO THEM, BUT NOT EVEN OF THEIR OWN BODIES! MOREOVER, THESE MEN, WHO CALL THEMSELVES SPIRITUAL, AND SUPERIOR TO THE CREATOR, DO OFTEN SUFFER MUCH BODILY PAIN, SORELY AGAINST THEIR WILL. 
9. JUSTLY, THEREFORE, DO WE CONVICT THEM OF HAVING DEPARTED FAR AND WIDE FROM THE TRUTH. FOR IF THE SAVIOUR FORMED THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE, BY MEANS OF HIM (THE DEMIURGE), HE IS PROVED IN THAT CASE NOT TO BE INFERIOR BUT SUPERIOR TO THEM, SINCE HE IS FOUND TO HAVE BEEN THE FORMER EVEN OF THEMSELVES; FOR THEY, TOO, HAVE A PLACE AMONG CREATED THINGS. HOW, THEN, CAN IT BE ARGUED THAT THESE MEN INDEED ARE SPIRITUAL, BUT THAT HE BY WHOM THEY WERE CREATED IS OF AN ANIMAL NATURE? OR, AGAIN, IF (WHICH IS INDEED THE ONLY TRUE SUPPOSITION, AS I HAVE SHOWN BY NUMEROUS ARGUMENTS OF THE VERY CLEAREST NATURE) HE (THE CREATOR) MADE ALL THINGS FREELY, AND BY HIS OWN POWER, AND ARRANGED AND FINISHED THEM, AND HIS WILL IS THE SUBSTANCE(2) OF ALL THINGS, THEN HE IS DISCOVERED TO BE THE ONE ONLY GOD WHO CREATED ALL THINGS, WHO ALONE IS OMNIPOTENT, AND WHO IS THE ONLY FATHER ROUNDING AND FORMING ALL THINGS, VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, SUCH AS MAY BE PERCEIVED BY OUR SENSES AND SUCH AS CANNOT, HEAVENLY AND EARTHLY, "BY THE WORD OF HIS POWER;"(3) AND HE HAS FITTED AND ARRANGED ALL THINGS BY HIS WISDOM, WHILE HE CONTAINS ALL THINGS, BUT HE HIMSELF CAN BE CONTAINED BY NO ONE: HE IS THE FORMER, HE THE BUILDER, HE THE DISCOVERER, HE THE CREATOR, HE THE LORD OF ALL; AND THERE IS NO ONE BESIDES HIM, OR ABOVE HIM, NEITHER HAS HE ANY MOTHER, AS THEY FALSELY ASCRIBE TO HIM; NOR IS THERE A SECOND GOD, AS MARCION HAS IMAGINED; NOR IS THERE A PLEROMA OF THIRTY AEONS, WHICH HAS BEEN SHOWN A VAIN SUPPOSITION; NOR IS THERE ANY SUCH BEING AS BYTHUS OR PROARCHE; NOR ARE THERE A SERIES OF HEAVENS; NOR IS THERE A VIRGINAL LIGHT,(4) NOR AN UNNAMABLE AEON, NOR, IN FACT, ANY ONE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE MADLY DREAMT OF BY THESE, AND BY ALL THE HERETICS. BUT THERE IS ONE ONLY GOD, THE CREATOR--HE WHO IS ABOVE EVERY PRINCIPALITY, AND POWER, AND DOMINION, AND VIRTUE: HE IS FATHER, HE IS GOD, HE THE FOUNDER, HE THE MAKER, HE THE CREATOR, WHO MADE THOSE THINGS BY HIMSELF, THAT IS, THROUGH HIS WORD AND HIS WISDOM--HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND THE SEAS, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE IN THEM: HE IS JUST; HE IS GOOD; HE IT IS WHO FORMED MAN, WHO PLANTED PARADISE, WHO MADE THE WORLD, WHO GAVE RISE TO THE FLOOD, WHO SAVED NOAH; HE IS THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB, THE GOD OF THE LIVING: HE IT IS WHOM THE LAW PROCLAIMS, WHOM THE PROPHETS PREACH, WHOM CHRIST REVEALS, WHOM THE APOSTLES MAKE KNOWN S TO US, AND IN WHOM THE CHURCH BELIEVES. HE IS THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST: THROUGH HIS WORD, WHO IS HIS SON, THROUGH HIM HE IS REVEALED AND MANIFESTED TO ALL TO WHOM HE IS REVEALED; FOR THOSE [ONLY] KNOW HIM TO WHOM THE SON HAS REVEALED HIM. BUT THE SON, ETERNALLY CO-EXISTING WITH THE FATHER, FROM OF OLD, YEA, FROM THE BEGINNING, ALWAYS REVEALS THE FATHER TO ANGELS, ARCHANGELS, POWERS, VIRTUES, AND ALL TO WHOM HE WILLS THAT GOD SHOULD BE REVEALED. 
CHAP. XXXI.--RECAPITULATION AND APPLICATION OF THE FOREGOING ARGUMENTS. 
1. THOSE, THEN, WHO ARE OF THE SCHOOL OF VALENTINUS BEING OVERTHROWN, THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF HERETICS ARE, IN FACT, ALSO SUBVERTED. FOR ALL THE ARGUMENTS I HAVE ADVANCED AGAINST THEIR PLEROMA, AND WITH RESPECT TO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE BEYOND IT, SHOWING HOW THE FATHER OF ALL IS SHUT UP AND CIRCUMSCRIBED BY THAT WHICH IS BEYOND HIM (IF, INDEED, THERE BE ANYTHING BEYOND HIM), AND HOW THERE IS AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY [ON THEIR THEORY] TO CONCEIVE OF MANY FATHERS, AND MANY PLEROMAS, AND MANY CREATIONS OF WORLDS, BEGINNING WITH ONE SET AND ENDING WITH ANOTHER, AS EXISTING ON EVERY SIDE; AND THAT ALL [THE BEINGS REFERRED TO] CONTINUE IN THEIR OWN DOMAINS, AND DO NOT CURIOUSLY INTERMEDDLE WITH OTHERS, SINCE, INDEED, NO COMMON INTEREST NOR ANY FELLOWSHIP EXISTS BETWEEN THEM; AND THAT THERE IS NO OTHER GOD OF ALL, BUT THAT THAT NAME BELONGS ONLY TO THE ALMIGHTY;--[ALL THESE ARGUMENTS, I SAY,] WILL IN LIKE MANNER APPLY AGAINST THOSE WHO ARE OF THE SCHOOL OF MARCION, AND SIMON, AND MEANDER, OR WHATEVER OTHERS THERE MAY BE WHO, LIKE THEM, CUT OFF THAT CREATION WITH WHICH WE ARE CONNECTED FROM THE FATHER. THE ARGUMENTS, AGAIN, WHICH I HAVE EMPLOYED AGAINST THOSE WHO MAINTAIN THAT THE FATHER OF ALL NO DOUBT CONTAINS ALL THINGS, BUT THAT THE CREATION TO WHICH WE BELONG WAS NOT FORMED BY HIM, BUT BY A CERTAIN OTHER POWER, OR BY ANGELS HAVING NO KNOWLEDGE OF THE PROPATOR, WHO IS SURROUNDED AS A CENTER BY THE IMMENSE EXTENT OF THE UNIVERSE, JUST AS A STAIN IS BY THE [SURROUNDING] CLOAK; WHEN I SHOWED THAT IT IS NOT A PROBABLE SUPPOSITION THAT ANY OTHER BEING THAN THE FATHER OF ALL FORMED THAT CREATION TO WHICH WE BELONG,--THESE SAME ARGUMENTS WILL APPLY AGAINST THE FOLLOWERS OF SATURNINUS, BASILIDES, CARPOCRATES, AND THE REST OF THE GNOSTICS, WHO EXPRESS SIMILAR OPINIONS. THOSE STATEMENTS, AGAIN, WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE WITH RESPECT TO THE EMANATIONS, AND THE AEONS, AND THE [SUPPOSED STATE OF] DEGENERACY, AND THE INCONSTANT CHARACTER OF THEIR MOTHER, EQUALLY OVERTHROW BASILIDES, AND ALL WHO ARE FALSELY STYLED GNOSTICS, WHO DO, IN FACT, JUST REPEAT THE SAME VIEWS UNDER DIFFERENT NAMES, BUT DO, TO A GREATER EXTENT THAN THE FORMER,(1) TRANSFER THOSE THINGS WHICH LIE OUTSIDE(2) OF THE TRUTH TO THE SYSTEM OF THEIR OWN DOCTRINE. AND THE REMARKS I HAVE MADE RESPECTING NUMBERS WILL ALSO APPLY AGAINST ALL THOSE WHO MISAPPROPRIATE THINGS BELONGING TO THE TRUTH FOR THE SUPPORT OF A SYSTEM OF THIS KIND. AND ALL THAT HAS BEEN SAID RESPECTING THE CREATOR (DEMIURGE) TO SHOW THAT HE ALONE IS GOD AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL, AND WHATEVER REMARKS MAY YET BE MADE IN THE FOLLOWING BOOKS, I APPLY AGAINST THE HERETICS AT LARGE. THE MORE MODERATE AND REASONABLE AMONG THEM THOU WILT CONVERT AND CONVINCE, SO AS TO LEAD THEM NO LONGER TO BLASPHEME THEIR CREATOR, AND MAKER, AND SUSTAINER, AND LORD, NOR TO ASCRIBE HIS ORIGIN TO DEFECT AND IGNORANCE; BUT THE FIERCE, AND TERRIBLE, AND IRRATIONAL [AMONG THEM] THOU WILT DRIVE FAR FROM THEE, THAT YOU MAY NO LONGER HAVE TO ENDURE THEIR IDLE LOQUACIOUSNESS. 
2. MOREOVER, THOSE ALSO WILL BE THUS CONFUTED WHO BELONG TO SIMON AND CARPOCRATES, AND IF THERE BE ANY OTHERS WHO ARE SAID TO PERFORM MIRACLES--WHO DO NOT PERFORM WHAT THEY DO EITHER THROUGH THE POWER OF GOD, OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE TRUTH, NOR FOR THE WELL-BEING OF MEN, BUT FOR THE SAKE OF DESTROYING AND MISLEADING MANKIND, BY MEANS OF MAGICAL DECEPTIONS, AND WITH UNIVERSAL DECEIT, THUS ENTAILING GREATER HARM THAN GOOD ON THOSE WHO BELIEVE THEM, WITH RESPECT TO THE POINT ON WHICH THEY LEAD THEM ASTRAY. FOR THEY CAN NEITHER CONFER SIGHT ON THE BLIND, NOR HEARING ON THE DEAF, NOR CHASE AWAY ALL SORTS OF DEMONS--[NONE, INDEED,] EXCEPT THOSE THAT ARE SENT INTO OTHERS BY THEMSELVES, IF THEY CAN EVEN DO SO MUCH AS THIS. NOR CAN THEY CURE THE WEAK, OR THE LAME, OR THE PARALYTIC, OR THOSE WHO ARE DISTRESSED IN ANY OTHER PART OF THE BODY, AS HAS OFTEN BEEN DONE IN REGARD TO BODILY INFINITY. NOR CAN THEY FURNISH EFFECTIVE REMEDIES FOR THOSE EXTERNAL ACCIDENTS WHICH MAY OCCUR. AND SO FAR ARE THEY FROM BEING ABLE TO RAISE THE DEAD, AS THE LORD RAISED THEM, AND THE APOSTLES DID BY MEANS OF PRAYER, AND AS HAS BEEN FREQUENTLY DONE IN THE BROTHERHOOD ON ACCOUNT OF SOME NECESSITY--THE ENTIRE CHURCH IN THAT PARTICULAR LOCALITY ENTREATING [THE BOON] WITH MUCH FASTING AND PRAYER, THE SPIRIT OF THE DEAD MAN HAS RETURNED, AND HE HAS BEEN BESTOWED IN ANSWER TO THE PRAYERS OF THE SAINTS--THAT THEY DO NOT EVEN BELIEVE THIS CAN BE POSSIBLY BE DONE, [AND HOLD] THAT THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD(3) IS SIMPLY AN ACQUAINTANCE WITH THAT TRUTH WHICH THEY PROCLAIM. 
3. SINCE, THEREFORE, THERE EXIST AMONG THEM ERROR AND MISLEADING INFLUENCES, AND MAGICAL ILLUSIONS ARE IMPIOUSLY WROUGHT IN THE SIGHT OF MEN; BUT IN THE CHURCH, SYMPATHY, AND COMPASSION, AND STEADFASTNESS, AND TRUTH, FOR THE AID AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF MANKIND, ARE NOT ONLY DISPLAYED(4) WITHOUT FEE OR REWARD, BUT WE OURSELVES LAY OUT FOR THE BENEFIT OF OTHERS OUR OWN MEANS; AND INASMUCH AS THOSE WHO ARE CURED VERY FREQUENTLY DO NOT POSSESS THE THINGS WHICH THEY REQUIRE, THEY RECEIVE THEM FROM US;--[SINCE SUCH IS THE CASE,] THESE MEN ARE IN THIS WAY UNDOUBTEDLY PROVED TO BE UTTER ALIENS FROM THE DIVINE NATURE, THE BENEFICENCE OF GOD, AND ALL SPIRITUAL EXCELLENCE. BUT THEY ARE ALTOGETHER FULL OF DECEIT OF EVERY KIND, APOSTATE INSPIRATION, DEMONIACAL WORKING, AND THE PHANTASMS OF IDOLATRY, AND ARE IN REALITY THE PREDECESSORS OF THAT DRAGON(5) WHO, BY MEANS OF A DECEPTION OF THE SAME KIND, WILL WITH HIS TAIL CAUSE A THIRD PART OF THE STARS TO FALL FROM THEIR PLACE, AND WILL CAST THEM DOWN TO THE EARTH. IT BEHOOVES US TO FLEE FROM THEM AS WE WOULD FROM HIM; AND THE GREATER THE DISPLAY WITH WHICH THEY ARE SAID TO PERFORM [THEIR MARVELS], THE MORE CAREFULLY SHOULD WE WATCH THEM, AS HAVING BEEN ENDOWED WITH A GREATER SPIRIT OF WICKEDNESS. IF ANY ONE WILL CONSIDER THE PROPHECY REFERRED TO, AND THE DAILY PRACTICES OF THESE MEN, HE WILL FIND THAT THEIR MANNER OF ACTING IS ONE AND THE SAME WITH THE DEMONS. 
CHAP. XXXII.--FURTHER EXPOSURE OF THE WICKED AND BLASPHEMOUS DOCTRINES OF THE HERETICS. 
1. MOREOVER, THIS IMPIOUS OPINION OF THEIRS WITH RESPECT TO ACTIONS--NAMELY, THAT IT IS INCUMBENT ON THEM TO HAVE EXPERIENCE OF ALL KINDS OF DEEDS, EVEN THE MOST ABOMINABLE--IS REFUTED BY THE TEACHING OF THE LORD, WITH WHOM NOT ONLY IS THE ADULTERER REJECTED, BUT ALSO THE MAN WHO DESIRES TO COMMIT ADULTERY;(1) AND NOT ONLY IS THE ACTUAL MURDERER HELD GUILTY OF HAVING KILLED ANOTHER TO HIS OWN DAMNATION, BUT THE MAN ALSO WHO IS ANGRY WITH HIS BROTHER WITHOUT A CAUSE: WHO COMMANDED [HIS DISCIPLES] NOT ONLY NOT TO HATE MEN, BUT ALSO TO LOVE THEIR ENEMIES; AND ENJOINED THEM NOT ONLY NOT TO SWEAR FALSELY, BUT NOT EVEN TO SWEAR AT ALL; AND NOT ONLY NOT TO SPEAK EVIL OF THEIR NEIGHBORS, BUT NOT EVEN TO STYLE ANY ONE "RACA" AND "FOOL;" [DECLARING] THAT OTHERWISE THEY WERE IN DANGER OF HELL-FIRE; AND NOT ONLY NOT TO STRIKE, BUT EVEN, WHEN THEMSELVES STRUCK, TO PRESENT THE OTHER CHEEK [TO THOSE THAT MALTREATED THEM]; AND NOT ONLY NOT TO REFUSE TO GIVE UP THE PROPERTY OF OTHERS, BUT EVEN IF THEIR OWN WERE TAKEN AWAY, NOT TO DEMAND IT BACK AGAIN FROM THOSE THAT TOOK IT; AND NOT ONLY NOT TO INJURE THEIR NEIGHBORS, NOR TO DO THEM ANY EVIL, BUT ALSO, WHEN THEMSELVES WICKEDLY DEALT WITH, TO BE LONG- SUFFERING, AND TO SHOW KINDNESS TOWARDS THOSE [THAT INJURED THEM], AND TO PRAY FOR THEM, THAT BY MEANS OF REPENTANCE THEY MIGHT BE SAVED--SO THAT WE SHOULD IN NO RESPECT IMITATE THE ARROGANCE, LUST, AND PRIDE OF OTHERS. SINCE, THEREFORE, HE WHOM THESE MEN BOAST OF AS THEIR MASTER, AND OF WHOM THEY AFFIRM THAT HE HAD A SOUL GREATLY BETTER AND MORE HIGHLY TONED THAN OTHERS, DID INDEED, WITH MUCH EARNESTNESS, COMMAND CERTAIN THINGS TO BE DONE AS BEING GOOD AND EXCELLENT, AND CERTAIN THINGS TO BE ABSTAINED FROM NOT ONLY IN THEIR ACTUAL PERPETRATION, BUT EVEN IN THE THOUGHTS WHICH LEAD TO THEIR PERFORMANCE, AS BEING WICKED, PERNICIOUS, AND ABOMINABLE,--HOW THEN CAN THEY ESCAPE BEING PUT TO CONFUSION, WHEN THEY AFFIRM THAT SUCH A MASTER WAS MORE HIGHLY TONED [IN SPIRIT] AND BETTER THAN OTHERS, AND YET MANIFESTLY GIVE INSTRUCTION OF A KIND UTTERLY OPPOSED TO HIS TEACHING? AND, AGAIN, IF THERE WERE REALLY NO SUCH THING AS GOOD AND EVIL, BUT CERTAIN THINGS WERE DEEMED RIGHTEOUS, AND CERTAIN OTHERS UNRIGHTEOUS, IN HUMAN OPINION ONLY, HE NEVER WOULD HAVE EXPRESSED HIMSELF THUS IN HIS TEACHING: "THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN IN THE KINGDOM OF THEIR FATHER;"(2) BUT HE SHALL SEND THE UNRIGHTEOUS, AND THOSE WHO DO NOT THE WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, "INTO EVERLASTING FIRE, WHERE THEIR WORM SHALL NOT DIE, AND THE FIRE SHALL NOT BE QUENCHED."(3) 
2. WHEN THEY FURTHER MAINTAIN THAT IT IS CUMBENT ON THEM TO HAVE EXPERIENCE OF EVERY KIND(4) OF WORK AND CONDUCT, SO THAT, IF IT BE POSSIBLE, ACCOMPLISHING ALL DURING ONE MANIFESTATION IN THIS LIFE, THEY MAY [AT ONCE] PASS OVER TO THE STATE OF PERFECTION, THEY ARE, BY NO CHANCE, FOUND STRIVING TO DO THOSE THINGS WHICH WAIT UPON VIRTUE, AND ARE LABORIOUS, GLORIOUS, AND SKILFUL,(5) WHICH ALSO ARE APPROVED UNIVERSALLY AS BEING GOOD. FOR IF IT BE NECESSARY TO GO THROUGH EVERY WORK AND EVERY KIND OF OPERATION, THEY OUGHT, IN THE FIRST PLACE, TO LEARN ALL THE ARTS: ALL OF THEM, [I SAY,] WHETHER REFERRING TO THEORY OR PRACTICE, WHETHER THEY BE ACQUIRED BY SELF-DENIAL, OR ARE MASTERED THROUGH MEANS OF LABOUR, EXERCISE, AND PERSEVERANCE; AS, FOR EXAMPLE, EVERY KIND OF MUSIC, ARITHMETIC, GEOMETRY, ASTRONOMY, AND ALL SUCH AS ARE OCCUPIED WITH INTELLECTUAL PURSUITS: THEN, AGAIN, THE WHOLE STUDY OF MEDICINE, AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF PLANTS, SO AS TO BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THOSE WHICH ARE PREPARED FOR THE HEALTH OF MAN; THE ART OF PAINTING AND SCULPTURE, BRASS AND MARBLE WORK, AND THE KINDRED ARTS: MOREOVER, [THEY HAVE TO STUDY] EVERY KIND OF COUNTRY LABOUR, THE VETERINARY ART, PASTORAL OCCUPATIONS, THE VARIOUS KINDS OF SKILLED LABOUR, WHICH ARE SAID TO PERVADE THE WHOLE CIRCLE OF [HUMAN] EXERTION; THOSE, AGAIN, CONNECTED WITH A MARITIME LIFE, GYMNASTIC EXERCISES, HUNTING, MILITARY AND KINGLY PURSUITS, AND AS MANY OTHERS AS MAY EXIST, OF WHICH, WITH THE UTMOST LABOUR, THEY COULD NOT LEARN THE TENTH, OR EVEN THE THOUSANDTH PART, IN THE WHOLE COURSE OF THEIR LIVES. THE FACT INDEED IS, THAT THEY ENDEAVOUR TO LEARN NONE OF THESE, ALTHOUGH THEY MAINTAIN THAT IT IS INCUMBENT ON THEM TO HAVE EXPERIENCE OF EVERY KIND OF WORK; BUT, TURNING ASIDE TO VOLUPTUOUSNESS, AND LUST, AND ABOMINABLE ACTIONS, THEY STAND SELF-CONDEMNED WHEN THEY ARE TRIED BY THEIR OWN DOCTRINE. FOR, SINCE THEY ARE DESTITUTE OF ALL THOSE [VIRTUES] WHICH HAVE BEEN MENTIONED, THEY WILL [OF NECESSITY] PASS INTO THE DESTRUCTION OF FIRE. THESE MEN, WHILE THEY BOAST OF JESUS AS BEING THEIR MASTER, DO IN FACT EMULATE THE PHILOSOPHY OF EPICURUS AND THE INDIFFERENCE OF THE CYNICS, [CALLING JESUS THEIR MASTER,] WHO NOT ONLY TURNED HIS DISCIPLES AWAY FROM EVIL DEEDS, BUT EVEN FROM [WICKED] WORDS AND THOUGHTS, AS I HAVE ALREADY SHOWN. 
3. AGAIN, WHILE THEY ASSERT THAT THEY POSSESS SOULS FROM THE SAME SPHERE AS JESUS, AND THAT THEY ARE LIKE TO HIM, SOMETIMES EVEN MAINTAINING THAT THEY ARE SUPERIOR; WHILE [THEY AFFIRM THAT THEY WERE] PRODUCED, LIKE HIM, FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF WORKS TENDING TO THE BENEFIT AND ESTABLISHMENT OF MANKIND, THEY ARE FOUND DOING NOTHING OF THE SAME OR A LIKE KIND [WITH HIS ACTIONS], NOR WHAT CAN IN ANY RESPECT BE BROUGHT INTO COMPARISON WITH THEM. AND IF THEY HAVE IN TRUTH ACCOMPLISHED ANYTHING [REMARKABLE] BY MEANS OF MAGIC, THEY STRIVE [IN THIS WAY] DECEITFULLY TO LEAD FOOLISH PEOPLE ASTRAY, SINCE THEY CONFER NO REAL BENEFIT OR BLESSING ON THOSE OVER WHOM THEY DECLARE THAT THEY EXERT] SUPERNATURAL] POWER; BUT, BRINGING FORWARD MERE BOYS(1) [AS THE SUBJECTS ON WHOM THEY PRACTISE], AND DECEIVING THEIR SIGHT, WHILE THEY EXHIBIT PHANTASMS THAT INSTANTLY CEASE, AND DO NOT ENDURE EVEN A MOMENT OF TIME,(2) THEY ARE PROVED TO BE LIKE, NOT JESUS OUR LORD, BUT SIMON THE MAGICIAN. IT IS CERTAIN,(3) TOO, FROM THE FACT THAT THE LORD ROSE FROM THE DEAD ON THE THIRD DAY, AND MANIFESTED HIMSELF TO HIS DISCIPLES, AND WAS IN THEIR SIGHT RECEIVED UP INTO HEAVEN, THAT, INASMUCH AS THESE MEN DIE, AND DO NOT RISE AGAIN, NOR MANIFEST THEMSELVES TO ANY, THEY ARE PROVED AS POSSESSING SOULS IN NO RESPECT SIMILAR TO THAT OF JESUS. 
4. IF, HOWEVER, THEY MAINTAIN THAT THE LORD, TOO, PERFORMED SUCH WORKS SIMPLY IN APPEARANCE, WE SHALL REFER THEM TO THE PROPHETICAL WRITINGS, AND PROVE FROM THESE BOTH THAT ALL THINGS WERE THUS(4) PREDICTED REGARDING HIM, AND DID TAKE PLACE UNDOUBTEDLY, AND THAT HE IS THE ONLY SON OF GOD. WHEREFORE, ALSO, THOSE WHO ARE IN TRUTH HIS DISCIPLES, RECEIVING GRACE FROM HIM, DO IN HIS NAME PERFORM [MIRACLES], SO AS TO PROMOTE THE WELFARE OF OTHER MEN, ACCORDING TO THE GIFT WHICH EACH ONE HAS RECEIVED FROM HIM. FOR SOME DO CERTAINLY AND TRULY DRIVE OUT DEVILS, SO THAT THOSE WHO HAVE THUS BEEN CLEANSED FROM EVIL SPIRITS FREQUENTLY BOTH BELIEVE [IN CHRIST], AND JOIN THEMSELVES TO THE CHURCH. OTHERS HAVE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THINGS TO COME: THEY SEE VISIONS, AND UTTER PROPHETIC EXPRESSIONS. OTHERS STILL, HEAL THE SICK BY LAYING THEIR HANDS UPON THEM, AND THEY ARE MADE WHOLE. YEA, MOREOVER, AS I HAVE SAID, THE DEAD EVEN HAVE BEEN RAISED UP, AND REMAINED(5) AMONG US FOR MANY YEARS. AND WHAT SHALL I MORE SAY? IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO NAME THE NUMBER OF THE GIFTS WHICH THE CHURCH, [SCATTERED] THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD, HAS RECEIVED FROM GOD, IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST, WHO WAS CRUCIFIED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, AND WHICH SHE EXERTS DAY BY DAY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE GENTILES, NEITHER PRACTISING DECEPTION UPON ANY, NOR TAKING ANY REWARD(6) FROM THEM ION ACCOUNT OF SUCH MIRACULOUS INTERPOSITIONS]. FOR AS SHE HAS RECEIVED FREELY(7) FROM GOD, FREELY ALSO DOES SHE MINISTER [TO OTHERS]. 
5. NOR DOES SHE PERFORM ANYTHING BY MEANS OF ANGELIC INVOCATIONS,(8) OR BY INCANTATIONS, OR BY ANY OTHER WICKED CURIOUS ART; BUT, DIRECTING HER PRAYERS TO THE LORD, WHO MADE ALL THINGS, IN A PURE, SINCERE, AND STRAIGHTFORWARD SPIRIT, AND CALLING UPON THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, SHE HAS BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO WORK(9) MIRACLES FOR THE ADVANTAGE OF MANKIND, AND NOT TO LEAD THEM INTO ERROR. IF, THEREFORE, THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST EVEN NOW CONFERS BENEFITS [UPON MEN], AND CURES THOROUGHLY AND EFFECTIVELY ALL WHO ANYWHERE BELIEVE ON HIM, BUT NOT THAT OF SIMON, OR MENANDER, OR CARPOCRATES, OR OF ANY OTHER MAN WHATEVER, IT IS MANIFEST THAT. WHEN HE WAS MADE MAN, HE HELD FELLOWSHIP WITH HIS OWN CREATION, AND(10) DID ALL THINGS TRULY THROUGH THE POWER OF GOD, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE FATHER OF ALL, AS THE PROPHETS HAD FORETOLD. BUT WHAT THESE THINGS WERE, SHALL BE DESCRIBED IN DEALING WITH THE PROOFS TO BE FOUND IN THE PROPHETICAL WRITINGS. 
CHAP. XXXIII.--ABSURDITY OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRANSMIGRATION OF SOULS. 
1. WE MAY SUBVERT THEIR DOCTRINE AS TO TRANSMIGRATION FROM BODY TO BODY BY THIS FACT, THAT SOULS REMEMBER NOTHING WHATEVER OF THE EVENTS WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THEIR PREVIOUS STATES OF EXISTENCE. FOR IF THEY WERE SENT FORTH WITH THIS OBJECT, THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE EXPERIENCE OF EVERY KIND OF ACTION, THEY MUST OF NECESSITY RETAIN A REMEMBRANCE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY ACCOMPLISHED, THAT THEY MIGHT FILL UP THOSE IN WHICH THEY WERE STILL DEFICIENT, AND NOT BY ALWAYS HOVERING, WITHOUT INTERMISSION, ROUND THE SAME PURSUITS, SPEND THEIR LABOUR WRETCHEDLY IN VAIN (FOR THE MERE UNION OF A BODY [WITH A SOUL] COULD NOT ALTOGETHER EXTINGUISH THE MEMORY AND CONTEMPLATION OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAD FORMERLY BEEN EXPERIENCED(11)), AND ESPECIALLY AS THEY CAME [INTO THE WORLD] FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE. FOR AS, WHEN THE BODY IS ASLEEP AND AT REST, WHATEVER THINGS THE SOUL SEES BY HERSELF, AND DOES IN A VISION, RECOLLECTING MANY OF THESE, SHE ALSO COMMUNICATES THEM TO THE BODY; AND AS IT HAPPENS THAT, WHEN ONE AWAKES, PERHAPS AFTER A LONG TIME, HE RELATES WHAT HE SAW IN A DREAM, SO ALSO WOULD HE UNDOUBTEDLY REMEMBER THOSE THINGS WHICH HE DID BEFORE HE CAME INTO THIS PARTICULAR BODY. FOR IF THAT WHICH IS SEEN ONLY FOR A VERY BRIEF SPACE OF TIME, OR HAS BEEN CONCEIVED OF SIMPLY IN A PHANTASM, AND BY THE SOUL ALONE, THROUGH MEANS OF A DREAM, IS REMEMBERED AFTER SHE HAS MINGLED AGAIN WITH THE BODY, AND BEEN DISPERSED THROUGH ALL THE MEMBERS, MUCH MORE WOULD SHE REMEMBER THOSE THINGS IN CONNECTION WITH WHICH SHE STAYED DURING SO LONG A TIME, EVEN THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE PERIOD OF A BYPAST LIFE. 
2. WITH REFERENCE TO THESE OBJECTIONS, PLATO, THAT ANCIENT ATHENIAN, WHO ALSO WAS THE FIRST(1) TO INTRODUCE THIS OPINION, WHEN HE COULD NOT SET THEM ASIDE, INVENTED THE [NOTION OF] A CUP OF OBLIVION, IMAGINING THAT IN THIS WAY HE WOULD ESCAPE THIS SON OF DIFFICULTY. HE ATTEMPTED NO KIND OF PROOF [OF HIS SUPPOSITION], BUT SIMPLY REPLIED DOGMATICALLY [TO THE OBJECTION IN QUESTION], THAT WHEN SOULS ENTER INTO THIS LIFE, THEY ARE CAUSED TO DRINK OF OBLIVION BY THAT DEMON WHO WATCHES THEIR ENTRANCE [INTO THE WORLD], BEFORE THEY EFFECT AN ENTRANCE INTO THE BODIES [ASSIGNED THEM]. IT ESCAPED HIM, THAT [BY SPEAKING THUS] HE FELL INTO ANOTHER GREATER PERPLEXITY. FOR IF THE CUP OF OBLIVION, AFTER IT HAS BEEN DRUNK, CAN OBLITERATE THE MEMORY OF ALL THE DEEDS THAT HAVE BEEN DONE, HOW, O PLATO, DOST THOU OBTAIN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THIS FACT (SINCE THY SOUL IS NOW IN THE BODY), THAT, BEFORE IT ENTERED INTO THE BODY, IT WAS MADE TO DRINK BY THE DEMON A DRUG WHICH CAUSED OBLIVION? FOR IF THOU HAST A REMEMBRANCE OF THE DEMON, AND THE CUP, AND THE ENTRANCE [INTO LIFE], THOU OUGHTEST ALSO TO BE ACQUAINTED WITH OTHER THINGS; BUT IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, THOU ART IGNORANT OF THEM, THEN THERE IS NO TRUTH IN THE STORY OF THE DEMON, NOR IN THE CUP OF OBLIVION PREPARED WITH ART. 
3. IN OPPOSITION, AGAIN, TO THOSE WHO AFFIRM THAT THE BODY ITSELF IS THE DRUG OF OBLIVION, THIS OBSERVATION MAY BE MADE: HOW, THEN, DOES IT COME TO PASS, THAT WHATSOEVER THE SOUL SEES BY HER OWN INSTRUMENTALITY, BOTH IN DREAMS AND BY REFLECTION OR EARNEST MENTAL EXERTION, WHILE THE BODY IS PASSIVE, SHE REMEMBERS, AND REPORTS TO HER NEIGHBOURS? BUT, AGAIN, IF THE BODY ITSELF WERE [THE CAUSE OF] OBLIVION, THEN THE SOUL, AS EXISTING IN THE BODY, COULD NOT REMEMBER EVEN THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE PERCEIVED LONG AGO EITHER BY MEANS OF THE EYES OR THE EARS; BUT, AS SOON AS THE EYE WAS TURNED FROM THE THINGS LOOKED AT, THE MEMORY OF THEM ALSO WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY BE DESTROYED. FOR THE SOUL, AS EXISTING IN THE VERY [CAUSE OF] OBLIVION, COULD HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF ANYTHING ELSE THAN THAT ONLY WHICH IT SAW AT THE PRESENT MOMENT. HOW, TOO, COULD IT BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH DIVINE THINGS, AND RETAIN A REMEMBRANCE OF THEM WHILE EXISTING IN THE BODY, SINCE, AS THEY MAINTAIN, THE BODY ITSELF IS [THE CAUSE OF] OBLIVION? BUT THE PROPHETS ALSO, WHEN THEY WERE UPON THE EARTH, REMEMBERED LIKEWISE, ON THEIR RETURNING TO THEIR ORDINARY STATE OF MIND,(2) WHATEVER THINGS THEY SPIRITUALLY SAW OR HEARD IN VISIONS OF HEAVENLY OBJECTS, AND RELATED THEM TO OTHERS. THE BODY, THEREFORE, DOES NOT CAUSE THE SOUL TO FORGET THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN SPIRITUALLY WITNESSED; BUT THE SOUL TEACHES THE BODY, AND SHARES WITH IT THE SPIRITUAL VISION WHICH IT HAS ENJOYED. 
4. FOR THE BODY IS NOT POSSESSED OF GREATER POWER THAN THE SOUL, SINCE INDEED THE FORMER IS INSPIRED, AND VIVIFIED, AND INCREASED, AND HELD TOGETHER BY THE LATTER; BUT THE SOUL POSSESSES(3) AND RULES OVER THE BODY. IT IS DOUBTLESS RETARDED IN ITS VELOCITY, JUST IN THE EXACT PROPORTION IN WHICH THE BODY SHARES IN ITS MOTION; BUT IT NEVER LOSES THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH PROPERLY BELONGS TO IT. FOR THE BODY MAY BE COMPARED TO AN INSTRUMENT; BUT THE SOUL IS POSSESSED OF THE REASON OF AN ARTIST. AS, THEREFORE, THE ARTIST FINDS THE IDEA OF A WORK TO SPRING UP RAPIDLY IN HIS MIND, BUT CAN ONLY CARRY IT OUT SLOWLY BY MEANS OF AN INSTRUMENT, OWING TO THE WANT OF PERFECT PLIABILITY IN THE MATTER ACTED UPON, AND THUS THE RAPIDITY OF HIS MENTAL OPERATION, BEING BLENDED WITH THE SLOW ACTION OF THE INSTRUMENT, GIVES RISE TO A MODERATE KIND OF MOVEMENT [TOWARDS THE END CONTEMPLATED]; SO ALSO THE SOUL, BY BEING MIXED UP WITH THE BODY BELONGING TO IT, IS IN A CERTAIN MEASURE IMPEDED, ITS RAPIDITY BEING BLENDED WITH THE BODY'S SLOWNESS. YET IT DOES NOT LOSE ALTOGETHER ITS OWN PECULIAR POWERS; BUT WHILE, AS IT WERE, SHARING LIFE WITH THE BODY, IT DOES NOT ITSELF CEASE TO LIVE. THUS, TOO, WHILE COMMUNICATING OTHER THINGS TO THE BODY, IT NEITHER LOSES THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEM, NOR THE MEMORY OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN WITNESSED. 
5. IF, THEREFORE, THE SOUL REMEMBERS NOTHING(4) OF WHAT TOOK PLACE IN A FORMER STATE OF EXISTENCE, BUT HAS A PERCEPTION OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE HERE, IT FOLLOWS THAT SHE NEVER EXISTED IN OTHER BODIES, NOR DID THINGS OF WHICH SHE HAS NO KNOWLEDGE, NOR [ONCE] KNEW THINGS WHICH SHE CANNOT [NOW MENTALLY] CONTEMPLATE. BUT, AS EACH ONE OF US RECEIVES HIS BODY THROUGH THE SKILFUL WORKING OF GOD, SO DOES HE ALSO POSSESS HIS SOUL. FOR GOD IS NOT SO POOR OR DESTITUTE IN RESOURCES, THAT HE CANNOT CONFER ITS OWN PROPER SOUL ON EACH INDIVIDUAL BODY, EVEN AS HE GIVES IT ALSO ITS SPECIAL CHARACTER. AND THEREFORE, WHEN THE NUMBER [FIXED UPON] IS COMPLETED, [THAT NUMBER] WHICH HE HAD PREDETERMINED IN HIS OWN COUNSEL, ALL THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN ENROLLED FOR LIFE [ETERNAL] SHAH RISE AGAIN, HAVING THEIR OWN BODIES, AND HAVING ALSO THEIR OWN SOULS, AND THEIR OWN SPIRITS, IN WHICH THEY HAD PLEASED GOD. THOSE, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHO ARE WORTHY OF PUNISHMENT, SHALL GO AWAY INTO IT, THEY TOO HAVING THEIR OWN SOULS AND THEIR OWN BODIES, IN WHICH THEY STOOD APART FROM THE GRACE OF GOD. BOTH CLASSES SHALL THEN CEASE FROM ANY LONGER BEGETTING AND BEING BEGOTTEN, FROM MARRYING AND BEING GIVEN IN MARRIAGE; SO THAT THE NUMBER OF MANKIND, CORRESPONDING TO THE FORE-ORDINATION OF GOD, BEING COMPLETED, MAY FULLY REALIZE THE SCHEME FORMED BY THE FATHER.(1) 
CHAP. XXXIV.--SOULS CAN BE RECOGNIZED IN THE SEPARATE STATE, AND ARE IMMORTAL ALTHOUGH THEY ONCE HAD A BEGINNING. 
1. THE LORD HAS TAUGHT WITH VERY GREAT FULNESS, THAT SOULS NOT ONLY CONTINUE TO EXIST, NOT BY PASSING FROM BODY TO BODY, BUT THAT THEY PRESERVE THE SAME FORM(2) [IN THEIR SEPARATE STATE] AS THE BODY HAD TO WHICH THEY WERE ADAPTED, AND THAT THEY REMEMBER THE DEEDS WHICH THEY DID IN THIS STATE OF EXISTENCE, AND FROM WHICH THEY HAVE NOW CEASED,--IN THAT NARRATIVE WHICH IS RECORDED RESPECTING THE RICH MAN AND THAT LAZARUS WHO FOUND REPOSE IN THE BOSOM OF ABRAHAM. IN THIS ACCOUNT HE STATES(3) THAT DIVES KNEW LAZARUS AFTER DEATH, AND ABRAHAM IN LIKE MANNER, AND THAT EACH ONE OF THESE PERSONS CONTINUED IN HIS OWN PROPER POSITION, AND THAT [DIVES] REQUESTED LAZARUS TO BE SENT TO RELIEVE HIM--[LAZARUS], ON WHOM HE DID NOT [FORMERLY] BESTOW EVEN THE CRUMBS [WHICH FELL] FROM HIS TABLE. [HE TELLS US] ALSO OF THE ANSWER GIVEN BY ABRAHAM, WHO WAS ACQUAINTED NOT ONLY WITH WHAT RESPECTED HIMSELF, BUT DIVES ALSO, AND WHO ENJOINED THOSE WHO DID NOT WISH TO COME INTO THAT PLACE OF TORMENT TO BELIEVE MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, AND TO RECEIVE(4) THE PREACHING OF HIM WHO WAS(5) TO RISE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD. BY THESE THINGS, THEN, IT IS PLAINLY DECLARED THAT SOULS CONTINUE TO EXIST THAT THEY DO NOT PASS FROM BODY TO BODY, THAT THEY POSSESS THE FORM OF A MAN, SO THAT THEY MAY BE RECOGNIZED, AND RETAIN THE MEMORY OF THINGS IN THIS WORLD; MOREOVER, THAT THE GIFT OF PROPHECY WAS POSSESSED BY ABRAHAM, AND THAT EACH CLASS OF SOULS] RECEIVES A HABITATION SUCH AS IT HAS DESERVED, EVEN BEFORE THE JUDGMENT. 
2. BUT IF ANY PERSONS AT THIS POINT MAINTAIN THAT THOSE SOULS, WHICH ONLY BEGAN A LITTLE WHILE AGO TO EXIST, CANNOT ENDURE FOR ANY LENGTH OF TIME; BUT THAT THEY MUST, ON THE ONE HAND, EITHER BE UNBORN, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY BE IMMORTAL, OR IF THEY HAVE HAD A BEGINNING IN THE WAY OF GENERATION, THAT THEY SHOULD DIE WITH THE BODY ITSELF--LET THEM LEARN THAT GOD ALONE, WHO IS LORD OF ALL, IS WITHOUT BEGINNING AND WITHOUT END, BEING TRULY AND FOR EVER THE SAME, AND ALWAYS REMAINING THE SAME UNCHANGEABLE BEING. BUT ALL THINGS WHICH PROCEED FROM HIM, WHATSOEVER HAVE BEEN MADE, AND ARE MADE, DO INDEED RECEIVE THEIR OWN BEGINNING OF GENERATION, AND ON THIS ACCOUNT ARE INFERIOR TO HIM WHO FORMED THEM, INASMUCH AS THEY ARE NOT UNBEGOTTEN. NEVERTHELESS, THEY ENDURE, AND EXTEND THEIR EXISTENCE INTO A LONG SERIES OF AGES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WILL OF GOD THEIR CREATOR; SO THAT HE GRANTS THEM THAT THEY SHOULD BE THUS FORMED AT THE BEGINNING, AND THAT THEY SHOULD SO EXIST AFTERWARDS. 
3. FOR AS THE HEAVEN WHICH IS ABOVE US, THE FIRMAMENT, THE SUN, THE MOON, THE REST OF THE STARS, AND ALL THEIR GRANDEUR, ALTHOUGH THEY HAD NO PREVIOUS EXISTENCE, WERE CALLED INTO BEING, AND CONTINUE THROUGHOUT A LONG COURSE OF TIME ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD, SO ALSO ANY ONE WHO THINKS THUS RESPECTING SOULS AND SPIRITS, AND, IN FACT, RESPECTING ALL CREATED THINGS, WILL NOT BY ANY MEANS GO FAR ASTRAY, INASMUCH AS ALL THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE HAD A BEGINNING WHEN THEY WERE FORMED, BUT ENDURE AS LONG AS GOD WILLS THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE AN EXISTENCE AND CONTINUANCE. THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT BEARS TESTIMONY TO THESE OPINIONS, WHEN HE DECLARES, "FOR HE SPOKE, AND THEY WERE MADE; HE COMMANDED, AND THEY WERE CREATED: HE HATH ESTABLISHED THEM FOR EVER, YEA, FOREVER AND EVER."(6) AND AGAIN, HE THUS SPEAKS RESPECTING THE SALVATION OF MAN: "HE ASKED LIFE OF THEE, AND THOU GAVEST HIM LENGTH OF DAYS FOR EVER AND EVER;"(7) INDICATING THAT IT IS THE FATHER OF ALL WHO IMPARTS CONTINUANCE FOR EVER AND EVER ON THOSE WHO ARE SAVED. FOR LIFE DOES NOT ARISE FROM US, NOR FROM OUR OWN NATURE; BUT IT IS BESTOWED ACCORDING TO THE GRACE OF GOD. AND THEREFORE, HE WHO SHALL PRESERVE THE LIFE BESTOWED UPON HIM, AND GIVE THANKS TO HIM WHO IMPARTED IT, SHALL RECEIVE ALSO LENGTH OF DAYS FOR EVER AND EVER. BUT HE WHO SHALL REJECT IT, AND PROVE HIMSELF UNGRATEFUL TO HIS MAKER, INASMUCH AS HE HAS BEEN CREATED, AND HAS NOT RECOGNISED HIM WHO BESTOWED [THE GIFT UPON HIM], DEPRIVES HIMSELF OF [THE PRIVILEGE OF] CONTINUANCE FOR EVER AND EVER.(1) AND, FOR THIS REASON, THE LORD DECLARED TO THOSE WHO SHOWED THEMSELVES UNGRATEFUL TOWARDS HIM: "IF YE HAVE NOT BEEN FAITHFUL IN THAT WHICH IS LITTLE, WHO WILL GIVE YOU THAT WHICH IS GREAT?"(2) INDICATING THAT THOSE WHO, IN THIS BRIEF TEMPORAL LIFE, HAVE SHOWN THEMSELVES UNGRATEFUL TO HIM WHO BESTOWED IT, SHALL JUSTLY NOT RECEIVE FROM HIM LENGTH OF DAYS FOR EVER AND EVER. 
4. BUT AS THE ANIMAL BODY IS CERTAINLY NOT ITSELF THE SOUL, YET HAS FELLOWSHIP WITH THE SOUL AS LONG AS GOD PLEASES; SO THE SOUL HERSELF IS NOT LIFE,(3) BUT PARTAKES IN THAT LIFE BESTOWED UPON HER BY GOD. WHEREFORE ALSO THE PROPHETIC WORD DECLARES OF THE FIRST-FORMED MAN, "HE BECAME A LIVING SOUL,"(4) TEACHING US THAT BY THE PARTICIPATION OF LIFE THE SOUL BECAME ALIVE; SO THAT THE SOUL, AND THE LIFE WHICH IT POSSESSES, MUST BE UNDERSTOOD AS BEING SEPARATE EXISTENCES. WHEN GOD THEREFORE BESTOWS LIFE AND PERPETUAL DURATION, IT COMES TO PASS THAT EVEN SOULS WHICH DID NOT PREVIOUSLY EXIST SHOULD HENCEFORTH ENDURE [FOR EVER], SINCE GOD HAS BOTH WILLED THAT THEY SHOULD EXIST, AND SHOULD CONTINUE IN EXISTENCE. FOR THE WILL OF GOD OUGHT TO GOVERN AND RULE IN ALL THINGS, WHILE ALL OTHER THINGS GIVE WAY TO HIM, ARE IN SUBJECTION, AND DEVOTED TO HIS SERVICE. THUS FAR, THEN, LET ME SPEAK CONCERNING THE CREATION AND THE CONTINUED DURATION OF THE SOUL. 
CHAP. XXXV.--REFUTATION OF BASILIDES, AND OF THE OPINION THAT THE PROPHETS UTTERED THEIR PREDICTIONS UNDER THE INSPIRATION OF DIFFERENT GODS. 
1. MOREOVER, IN ADDITION TO WHAT HAS BEEN SAID, BASILIDES HIMSELF WILL, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN PRINCIPLES, FIND IT NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN NOT ONLY THAT THERE ARE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE HEAVENS MADE IN SUCCESSION BY ONE ANOTHER, BUT THAT AN IMMENSE AND INNUMERABLE MULTITUDE OF HEAVENS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN IN THE PROCESS OF BEING MADE, AND ARE BEING MADE, AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE MADE, SO THAT THE FORMATION OF HEAVENS OF THIS KIND CAN NEVER CEASE. FOR IF FROM THE EFFLUX(5) OF THE FIRST HEAVEN THE SECOND WAS MADE AFTER ITS LIKENESS, AND THE THIRD AFTER THE LIKENESS OF THE SECOND, AND SO ON WITH ALL THE REMAINING SUBSEQUENT ONES, THEN IT FOLLOWS, AS A MATTER OF NECESSITY, THAT FROM THE EFFLUX OF OUR HEAVEN, WHICH HE INDEED TERMS THE LAST, ANOTHER BE FORMED LIKE TO IT, AND FROM THAT AGAIN A THIRD; AND THUS THERE CAN NEVER CEASE, EITHER THE PROCESS OF EFFLUX FROM THOSE HEAVENS WHICH HAVE BEEN ALREADY MADE, OR THE MANUFACTURE OF [NEW] HEAVENS, BUT THE OPERATION MUST GO ON AD INFINITUM, AND GIVE RISE TO A NUMBER OF HEAVENS WHICH WILL BE ALTOGETHER INDEFINITE. 
2. THE REMAINDER OF THOSE WHO ARE FALSELY TERMED GNOSTICS, AND WHO MAINTAIN THAT THE PROPHETS UTTERED THEIR PROPHECIES UNDER THE INSPIRATION OF DIFFERENT GODS, WILL BE EASILY OVERTHROWN BY THIS FACT, THAT ALL THE PROPHETS PROCLAIMED ONE GOD AND LORD, AND THAT THE VERY MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND OF ALL THINGS WHICH ARE THEREIN; WHILE THEY MOREOVER ANNOUNCED THE ADVENT OF HIS SON, AS I SHALL DEMONSTRATE FROM THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES, IN THE BOOKS WHICH FOLLOW. 
3. IF, HOWEVER, ANY OBJECT THAT, IN THE HEBREW LANGUAGE, DIVERSE EXPRESSIONS [TO REPRESENT GOD] OCCUR IN THE SCRIPTURES, SUCH AS SABAOTH, ELOE, ADONAI, AND ALL OTHER SUCH TERMS, STRIVING TO PROVE FROM THESE THAT THERE ARE DIFFERENT POWERS AND GODS, LET THEM LEARN THAT ALL EXPRESSIONS OF THIS KIND ARE BUT ANNOUNCEMENTS AND APPELLATIONS OF ONE AND THE SAME BEING. FOR THE TERM ELOE IN THE JEWISH LANGUAGE DENOTES GOD, WHILE ELOEIM(6) AND ELOEUTH IN THE HEBREW LANGUAGE SIGNIFY "THAT WHICH CONTAINS ALL." AS TO THE APPELLATION ADONAI, SOMETIMES IT DENOTES WHAT IS NAMEABLE(7) AND ADMIRABLE; BUT AT OTHER TIMES, WHEN THE LETTER DALETH IN IT IS DOUBLED, AND THE WORD RECEIVES AN INITIAL(8) GUTTURAL SOUND--THUS ADDONAI--[IT SIGNIFIES], "ONE WHO BOUNDS AND SEPARATES THE LAND FROM THE WATER," SO THAT THE WATER SHOULD NOT SUBSEQUENTLY(9) SUBMERGE THE LAND. IN LIKE MANNER ALSO, SABAOTH,(10) WHEN IT [IS SPELLED BY A GREEK OMEGA IN THE LAST SYLLABLE [SABAOTH], DENOTES "A VOLUNTARY AGENT;" BUT WHEN IT IS SPELLED WITH A GREEK OMICRON--AS, FOR INSTANCE, SABAOTH--IT EXPRESSES "THE FIRST HEAVEN." IN THE SAME WAY, TOO, THE WORD JAOTH,(11) WHEN THE LAST SYLLABLE IS MADE LONG AND ASPIRATED, DENOTES "A PREDETERMINED MEASURE;" BUT WHEN IT IS WRITTEN SHORTLY BY THE GREEK LETTER OMICRON, NAMELY JAOTH, IT SIGNIFIES "ONE WHO PUTS EVILS TO FLIGHT." ALL THE OTHER EXPRESSIONS LIKEWISE BRING OUT(1) THE TITLE OF ONE AND THE SAME BEING; AS, FOR EXAMPLE (IN ENGLISH(2)), THE LORD OF POWERS, THE FATHER OF ALL, GOD ALMIGHTY, THE MOST HIGH, THE CREATOR, THE MAKER, AND SUCH LIKE. THESE ARE NOT THE NAMES AND TITLES OF A SUCCESSION OF DIFFERENT BEINGS, BUT OF ONE AND THE SAME, BY MEANS OF WHICH THE ONE GOD AND FATHER IS REVEALED, HE WHO CONTAINS ALL THINGS, AND GRANTS TO ALL THE BOON OF EXISTENCE. 
4. NOW, THAT THE PREACHING OF THE APOSTLES, THE AUTHORITATIVE TEACHING OF THE LORD, THE ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE PROPHETS, THE DICTATED UTTERANCES OF THE APOSTLES,(3) AND THE MINISTRATION OF THE LAW--ALL OF WHICH PRAISE ONE AND THE SAME BEING, THE GOD AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL, AND NOT MANY DIVERSE BEINGS, NOR ONE DERIVING HIS SUBSTANCE FROM DIFFERENT GODS OR POWERS, BUT [DECLARE] THAT ALL THINGS [WERE FORMED] BY ONE AND THE SAME FATHER (WHO NEVERTHELESS ADAPTS THIS WORKS] TO THE NATURES AND TENDENCIES OF THE MATERIALS DEALT WITH), THINGS VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, AND, IN SHORT, ALL THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE [WERE CREATED] NEITHER BY ANGELS, NOR BY ANY OTHER POWER, BUT BY GOD ALONE, THE FATHER--ARE ALL IN HARMONY WITH OUR STATEMENTS, HAS, I THINK, BEEN SUFFICIENTLY PROVED, WHILE BY THESE WEIGHTY ARGUMENTS IT HAS BEEN SHOWN THAT THERE IS BUT ONE GOD, THE MAKER OF ALL THINGS. BUT THAT I MAY NOT BE THOUGHT TO AVOID THAT SERIES OF PROOFS WHICH MAY BE DERIVED FROM THE SCRIPTURES OF THE LORD (SINCE, INDEED, THESE SCRIPTURES DO MUCH MORE EVIDENTLY AND CLEARLY PROCLAIM THIS VERY POINT), I SHALL, FOR THE BENEFIT OF THOSE AT LEAST WHO DO NOT BRING A DEPRAVED MIND TO BEAR UPON THEM, DEVOTE A SPECIAL BOOK TO THE SCRIPTURES REFERRED TO, WHICH SHALL FAIRLY FOLLOW THEM OUT [AND EXPLAIN THEM], AND I SHALL PLAINLY SET FORTH FROM THESE DIVINE SCRIPTURES PROOFS TO [SATISFY] ALL THE LOVERS OF TRUTH.(4) 
IRENAEUS: AGAINST HERESIES
BOOK III.
THOU HAST INDEED ENJOINED UPON ME, MY VERY DEAR FRIEND, THAT I SHOULD BRING TO LIGHT THE VALENTINIAN DOCTRINES, CONCEALED, AS THEIR VOTARIES IMAGINE; THAT I SHOULD EXHIBIT THEIR DIVERSITY, AND COMPOSE A TREATISE IN REFUTATION OF THEM. THEREFORE, HAVE UNDERTAKEN--SHOWING THAT THEY SPRING FROM SIMON, THE FATHER OF ALL HERETICS--TO EXHIBIT BOTH THEIR DOCTRINES AND SUCCESSIONS, AND TO SET FORTH ARGUMENTS AGAINST THEM ALL. WHEREFORE, SINCE THE CONVICTION OF THESE MEN AND THEIR EXPOSURE IS IN MANY POINTS BUT ONE WORK, I HAVE SENT UNTO THEE [CERTAIN] BOOKS, OF WHICH THE FIRST COMPRISES THE OPINIONS OF ALL THESE MEN, AND EXHIBITS THEIR CUSTOMS, AND THE CHARACTER OF THEIR BEHAVIOR. IN THE SECOND, AGAIN, THEIR PERVERSE TEACHINGS ARE CAST DOWN AND OVERTHROWN, AND, SUCH AS THEY REALLY ARE, LAID BARE AND OPEN TO VIEW. BUT IN THIS, THE THIRD BOOK I SHALL ADDUCE PROOFS FROM THE SCRIPTURES, SO THAT I MAY COME BEHIND IN NOTHING OF WHAT THOU HAST ENJOINED; YEA, THAT OVER AND ABOVE WHAT THOU DIDST RECKON UPON, THOU MAYEST RECEIVE FROM ME THE MEANS OF COMBATING AND VANQUISHING THOSE WHO, IN WHATEVER MANNER, ARE PROPAGATING FALSEHOOD. FOR THE LOVE OF GOD, BEING RICH AND UNGRUDGING, CONFERS UPON THE SUPPLIANT MORE THAN HE CAN ASK FROM IT. CALL TO MIND THEN, THE THINGS WHICH I HAVE STATED IN THE TWO PRECEDING BOOKS, AND, TAKING THESE IN CONNECTION WITH THEM, THOU SHALT HAVE FROM ME A VERY COPIOUS REFUTATION OF ALL THE HERETICS; AND FAITHFULLY AND STRENUOUSLY SHALT THOU RESIST THEM IN DEFENCE OF THE ONLY TRUE AND LIFE-GIVING FAITH, WHICH THE CHURCH HAS RECEIVED FROM THE APOSTLES AND IMPARTED TO HER SONS. FOR THE LORD OF ALL GAVE TO HIS APOSTLES THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL, THROUGH WHOM ALSO WE HAVE KNOWN THE TRUTH, THAT IS, THE DOCTRINE OF THE SON OF GOD; TO WHOM ALSO DID THE LORD DECLARE: "HE THAT HEARETH YOU, HEARETH ME; AND HE THAT DESPISETH YOU, DESPISETH ME, AND HIM THAT SENT ME."(1) 
CHAP. I.--THE APOSTLES DID NOT COMMENCE TO PREACH THE GOSPEL, OR TO PLACE ANYTHING ON RECORD, UNTIL THEY WERE ENDOWED WITH THE GIFTS AND POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. THEY PREACHED ONE GOD ALONE, MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. 
1. WE HAVE LEARNED FROM NONE OTHERS THE PLAN OF OUR SALVATION, THAN FROM THOSE THROUGH WHOM THE GOSPEL HAS COME DOWN TO US, WHICH THEY DID AT ONE TIME PROCLAIM IN PUBLIC, AND, AT A LATER PERIOD, BY THE WILL OF GOD, HANDED DOWN TO US IN THE SCRIPTURES, TO BE THE GROUND AND PILLAR OF OUR FAITH.(2) FOR IT IS UNLAWFUL TO ASSERT THAT THEY PREACHED BEFORE THEY POSSESSED "PERFECT KNOWLEDGE," AS SOME DO EVEN VENTURE TO SAY, BOASTING THEMSELVES AS IMPROVERS OF THE APOSTLES. FOR, AFTER OUR LORD ROSE FROM THE DEAD, [THE APOSTLES] WERE INVESTED WITH POWER FROM ON HIGH WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME DOWN [UPON THEM], WERE FILLED FROM ALL [HIS GIFTS], AND HAD PERFECT KNOWLEDGE: THEY DEPARTED TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, PREACHING THE GLAD TIDINGS OF THE GOOD THINGS [SENT] FROM GOD TO US, AND PROCLAIMING THE PEACE OF HEAVEN TO MEN, WHO INDEED DO ALL EQUALLY AND INDIVIDUALLY POSSESS THE GOSPEL OF GOD. MATTHEW ALSO ISSUED A WRITTEN GOSPEL AMONG THE HEBREWS(3) IN THEIR OWN DIALECT, WHILE PETER AND PAUL WERE PREACHING AT ROME, AND LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE CHURCH. AFTER THEIR DEPARTURE, MARK, THE DISCIPLE AND INTERPRETER OF PETER, DID ALSO HAND DOWN TO US IN WRITING WHAT HAD BEEN PREACHED BY PETER. LUKE ALSO, THE COMPANION OF PAUL, RECORDED IN A BOOK THE GOSPEL PREACHED BY HIM. AFTERWARDS, JOHN, THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD, WHO ALSO HAD LEANED UPON HIS BREAST, DID HIMSELF PUBLISH A GOSPEL DURING HIS RESIDENCE AT EPHESUS IN ASIA. 
2. THESE HAVE ALL DECLARED TO US THAT THERE IS ONE GOD, CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, ANNOUNCED BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS; AND ONE CHRIST THE SON OF GOD. IF ANY ONE DOES NOT AGREE TO THESE TRUTHS, HE DESPISES THE COMPANIONS OF THE LORD; NAY MORE, HE DESPISES CHRIST HIMSELF THE LORD; YEA, HE DESPISES THE FATHER ALSO, AND STANDS SELF-CONDEMNED, RESISTING AND OPPOSING HIS OWN SALVATION, AS IS THE CASE WITH ALL HERETICS. 
CHAP. II.--THE HERETICS FOLLOW NEITHER SCRIPTURE NOR TRADITION. 
1. WHEN, HOWEVER, THEY ARE CONFUTED FROM THE SCRIPTURES, THEY TURN AROUND AND ACCUSE THESE SAME SCRIPTURES, AS IF THEY WERE NOT CORRECT, NOR OF AUTHORITY, AND [ASSERT] THAT THEY ARE AMBIGUOUS, AND THAT THE TRUTH CANNOT BE EXTRACTED FROM THEM BY THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT OF TRADITION. FOR [THEY ALLEGE] THAT THE TRUTH WAS NOT DELIVERED BY MEANS OF WRITTEN DOCUMENTS, BUT VIVA VOCE: WHEREFORE ALSO PAUL DECLARED, "BUT WE SPEAK WISDOM AMONG THOSE THAT ARE PERFECT, BUT NOT THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD."(1) AND THIS WISDOM EACH ONE OF THEM ALLEGES TO BE THE FICTION OF HIS OWN INVENTING, FORSOOTH; SO THAT, ACCORDING TO THEIR IDEA, THE TRUTH PROPERLY RESIDES AT ONE TIME IN VALENTINUS, AT ANOTHER IN MARCION, AT ANOTHER IN CERINTHUS, THEN AFTERWARDS IN BASILIDES, OR HAS EVEN BEEN INDIFFERENTLY IN ANY OTHER OPPONENT,(2) WHO COULD SPEAK NOTHING PERTAINING TO SALVATION. FOR EVERY ONE OF THESE MEN, BEING ALTOGETHER OF A PERVERSE DISPOSITION, DEPRAVING THE SYSTEM OF TRUTH, IS NOT ASHAMED TO PREACH HIMSELF. 
2. BUT, AGAIN, WHEN WE REFER THEM TO THAT TRADITION WHICH ORIGINATES FROM THE APOSTLES, [AND] WHICH IS PRESERVED BY MEANS OF THE SUCCESSION OF PRESBYTERS IN THE CHURCHES, THEY OBJECT TO TRADITION, SAYING THAT THEY THEMSELVES ARE WISER NOT MERELY THAN THE PRESBYTERS, BUT EVEN THAN THE APOSTLES, BECAUSE THEY HAVE DISCOVERED THE UNADULTERATED TRUTH. FOR [THEY MAINTAIN] THAT THE APOSTLES INTERMINGLED THE THINGS OF THE LAW WITH THE WORDS OF THE SAVIOUR; AND THAT NOT THE APOSTLES ALONE, BUT EVEN THE LORD HIMSELF, SPOKE AS AT ONE TIME FROM THE DEMIURGE, AT ANOTHER FROM THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE, AND YET AGAIN FROM THE PLEROMA, BUT THAT THEY THEMSELVES, INDUBITABLY, UNSULLIEDLY, AND PURELY, HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE HIDDEN MYSTERY: THIS IS, INDEED, TO BLASPHEME THEIR CREATOR AFTER A MOST IMPUDENT MANNER! IT COMES TO THIS, THEREFORE, THAT THESE MEN DO NOW CONSENT NEITHER TO SCRIPTURE NOR TO TRADITION. 
3. SUCH ARE THE ADVERSARIES WITH WHOM WE HAVE TO DEAL, MY VERY DEAR FRIEND, ENDEAVORING LIKE SLIPPERY SERPENTS TO ESCAPE AT ALL POINTS. WHERE- FORE THEY MUST BE OPPOSED AT ALL POINTS, IF PER- CHANCE, BY CUTTING OFF THEIR RETREAT, WE MAY SUCCEED IN TURNING THEM BACK TO THE TRUTH. FOR, THOUGH IT IS NOT AN EASY THING FOR A SOUL UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ERROR TO REPENT, YET, ON THE OTHER HAND, IT IS NOT ALTOGETHER IMPOSSIBLE TO ESCAPE FROM ERROR WHEN THE TRUTH IS BROUGHT ALONGSIDE IT. 
CHAP. III.--A REFUTATION OF THE HERETICS, FROM THE FACT THAT, IN THE VARIOUS CHURCHES, A PERPETUAL SUCCESSION OF BISHOPS WAS KEPT UP. 
1. IT IS WITHIN THE POWER OF ALL, THEREFORE, IN EVERY CHURCH, WHO MAY WISH TO SEE THE TRUTH, TO CONTEMPLATE CLEARLY THE TRADITION OF THE APOSTLES MANIFESTED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD; AND WE ARE IN A POSITION TO RECKON UP THOSE WHO WERE BY THE APOSTLES INSTITUTED BISHOPS IN THE CHURCHES, AND [TO DEMONSTRATE] THE SUCCESSION OF THESE MEN TO OUR OWN TIMES; THOSE WHO NEITHER TAUGHT NOR KNEW OF ANYTHING LIKE WHAT THESE [HERETICS] RAVE ABOUT. FOR IF THE APOSTLES HAD KNOWN HIDDEN MYSTERIES, WHICH THEY WERE IN THE HABIT OF IMPARTING TO "THE PERFECT" APART AND PRIVILY FROM THE REST, THEY WOULD HAVE DELIVERED THEM ESPECIALLY TO THOSE TO WHOM THEY WERE ALSO COMMITTING THE CHURCHES THEMSELVES. FOR THEY WERE DESIROUS THAT THESE MEN SHOULD BE VERY PERFECT AND BLAMELESS IN ALL THINGS, WHOM ALSO THEY WERE LEAVING BEHIND AS THEIR SUCCESSORS, DELIVERING UP THEIR OWN PLACE OF GOVERNMENT TO THESE MEN; WHICH MEN, IF THEY DISCHARGED THEIR FUNCTIONS HONESTLY, WOULD BE A GREAT BOON [TO THE CHURCH], BUT IF THEY SHOULD FALL AWAY, THE DIREST CALAMITY. 
2. SINCE, HOWEVER, IT WOULD BE VERY TEDIOUS, IN SUCH A VOLUME AS THIS, TO RECKON UP THE SUCCESSIONS OF ALL THE CHURCHES, WE DO PUT TO CONFUSION ALL THOSE WHO, IN WHATEVER MANNER, WHETHER BY AN EVIL SELF-PLEASING, BY VAINGLORY, OR BY BLINDNESS AND PERVERSE OPINION, ASSEMBLE IN UNAUTHORIZED MEETINGS; [WE DO THIS, I SAY,] BY INDICATING THAT TRADITION DERIVED FROM THE APOSTLES, OF THE VERY GREAT, THE VERY ANCIENT, AND UNIVERSALLY KNOWN CHURCH FOUNDED AND ORGANIZED AT ROME BY THE TWO MOST GLORIOUS APOSTLES, PETER AND PAUL; AS ALSO [BY POINTING OUT] THE FAITH PREACHED TO MEN, WHICH COMES DOWN TO OUR TIME BY MEANS OF THE SUCCESSIONS OF THE BISHOPS. FOR IT IS A MATTER OF NECESSITY THAT EVERY CHURCH SHOULD AGREE WITH THIS CHURCH, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS PRE- EMINENT AUTHORITY,(3) THAT IS, THE FAITHFUL EVERYWHERE, INASMUCH AS THE APOSTOLICAL TRADITION HAS BEEN PRESERVED CONTINUOUSLY BY THOSE [FAITHFUL MEN] WHO EXIST EVERYWHERE. 
3. THE BLESSED APOSTLES, THEN, HAVING FOUNDED AND BUILT UP THE CHURCH, COMMITTED INTO THE HANDS OF LINUS THE OFFICE OF THE EPISCOPATE. OF THIS LINUS, PAUL MAKES MENTION IN THE EPISTLES TO TIMOTHY. TO HIM SUCCEEDED ANACLETUS; AND AFTER HIM, IN THE THIRD PLACE FROM THE APOSTLES, CLEMENT WAS ALLOTTED THE BISHOPRIC. THIS MAN, AS HE HAD SEEN THE BLESSED APOSTLES, AND HAD BEEN CONVERSANT WITH THEM, MIGHT BE SAID TO HAVE THE PREACHING OF THE APOSTLES STILL ECHOING [IN HIS EARS], AND THEIR TRADITIONS BEFORE HIS EYES. NOR WAS HE ALONE [IN THIS], FOR THERE WERE MANY STILL REMAINING WHO HAD RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE APOSTLES. IN THE TIME OF THIS CLEMENT, NO SMALL DISSENSION HAVING OCCURRED AMONG THE BRETHREN AT CORINTH, THE CHURCH IN ROME DISPATCHED A MOST POWERFUL LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS, EXHORTING THEM TO PEACE, RENEWING THEIR FAITH, AND DECLARING THE TRADITION WHICH IT HAD LATELY RECEIVED FROM THE APOSTLES, PROCLAIMING THE ONE GOD, OMNIPOTENT, THE MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE CREATOR OF MAN, WHO BROUGHT ON THE DELUGE, AND CALLED ABRAHAM, WHO LED THE PEOPLE FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT, SPOKE WITH MOSES, SET FORTH THE LAW, SENT THE PROPHETS, AND WHO HAS PREPARED FIRE FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS. FROM THIS DOCUMENT, WHOSOEVER CHOOSES TO DO SO, MAY LEARN THAT HE, THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WAS PREACHED BY THE CHURCHES, AND MAY ALSO UNDERSTAND THE APOSTOLICAL TRADITION OF THE CHURCH, SINCE THIS EPISTLE IS OF OLDER DATE THAN THESE MEN WHO ARE NOW PROPAGATING FALSEHOOD, AND WHO CONJURE INTO EXISTENCE ANOTHER GOD BEYOND THE CREATOR AND THE MAKER OF ALL EXISTING THINGS. TO THIS CLEMENT THERE SUCCEEDED EVARISTUS. ALEXANDER FOLLOWED EVARISTUS; THEN, SIXTH FROM THE APOSTLES, SIXTUS WAS APPOINTED; AFTER HIM, TELEPHORUS, WHO WAS GLORIOUSLY MARTYRED; THEN HYGINUS; AFTER HIM, PIUS; THEN AFTER HIM, ANICETUS. SORER HAVING SUCCEEDED ANICETUS, ELEUTHERIUS DOES NOW, IN THE TWELFTH PLACE FROM THE APOSTLES, HOLD THE INHERITANCE OF THE EPISCOPATE. IN THIS ORDER, AND BY THIS SUCCESSION, THE ECCLESIASTICAL TRADITION FROM THE APOSTLES, AND THE PREACHING OF THE TRUTH, HAVE COME DOWN TO US. AND THIS IS MOST ABUNDANT PROOF THAT THERE IS ONE AND THE SAME VIVIFYING FAITH, WHICH HAS BEEN PRESERVED IN THE CHURCH FROM THE APOSTLES UNTIL NOW, AND HANDED DOWN IN TRUTH. 
4. BUT POLYCARP ALSO WAS NOT ONLY INSTRUCTED BY APOSTLES, AND CONVERSED WITH MANY WHO HAD SEEN CHRIST, BUT WAS ALSO, BY APOSTLES IN ASIA, APPOINTED BISHOP OF THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA, WHOM I ALSO SAW IN MY EARLY YOUTH, FOR HE TARRIED [ON EARTH] A VERY LONG TIME, AND, WHEN A VERY OLD MAN, GLORIOUSLY AND MOST NOBLY SUFFERING MARTYRDOM,(1) DEPARTED THIS LIFE, HAVING ALWAYS TAUGHT THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD LEARNED FROM THE APOSTLES, AND WHICH THE CHURCH HAS HANDED DOWN, AND WHICH ALONE ARE TRUE. TO THESE THINGS ALL THE ASIATIC CHURCHES TESTIFY, AS DO ALSO THOSE MEN WHO HAVE SUCCEEDED POLYCARP DOWN TO THE PRESENT TIME, A MAN WHO WAS OF MUCH GREATER WEIGHT, AND A MORE STEADFAST WITNESS OF TRUTH, THAN VALENTINUS, AND MARCION, AND THE REST OF THE HERETICS. HE IT WAS WHO, COMING TO ROME IN THE TIME OF ANICETUS CAUSED MANY TO TURN AWAY FROM THE AFORESAID HERETICS TO THE CHURCH OF GOD, PROCLAIMING THAT HE HAD RECEIVED THIS ONE AND SOLE TRUTH FROM THE APOSTLES,--THAT, NAMELY, WHICH IS HANDED DOWN BY THE CHURCH.(2) THERE ARE ALSO THOSE WHO HEARD FROM HIM THAT JOHN, THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD, GOING TO BATHE AT EPHESUS, AND PERCEIVING CERINTHUS WITHIN, RUSHED OUT OF THE BATH-HOUSE WITHOUT BATHING, EXCLAIMING, "LET US FLY, LEST EVEN THE BATH-HOUSE FALL DOWN, BECAUSE CERINTHUS, THE ENEMY OF THE TRUTH, IS WITHIN." AND POLYCARP HIMSELF REPLIED TO MARCION, WHO MET HIM ON ONE OCCASION, AND SAID, "DOST THOU KNOW ME?" "I DO KNOW THEE, THE FIRST-BORN OF SATAN." SUCH WAS THE HORROR WHICH THE APOSTLES AND THEIR DISCIPLES HAD AGAINST HOLDING EVEN VERBAL COMMUNICATION WITH ANY CORRUPTERS OF THE TRUTH; AS PAUL ALSO SAYS, "A MAN THAT IS AN HERETIC, AFTER THE FIRST AND SECOND ADMONITION, REJECT; KNOWING THAT HE THAT IS SUCH IS SUBVERTED, AND SINNETH, BEING CONDEMNED OF HIMSELF."(3) THERE IS ALSO A VERY POWERFUL(4) EPISTLE OF POLYCARP WRITTEN TO THE PHILIPPIANS, FROM WHICH THOSE WHO CHOOSE TO DO SO, AND ARE ANXIOUS ABOUT THEIR SALVATION, CAN LEARN THE CHARACTER OF HIS FAITH, AND THE PREACHING OF THE TRUTH. THEN, AGAIN, THE CHURCH IN EPHESUS, FOUNDED BY PAUL, AND HAVING JOHN REMAINING AMONG THEM PERMANENTLY UNTIL THE TIMES OF TRAJAN, IS A TRUE WITNESS OF THE TRADITION OF THE APOSTLES. 
CHAP. IV.--THE TRUTH IS TO BE FOUND NOWHERE ELSE BUT IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, THE SOLE DEPOSITORY OF APOSTOLICAL DOCTRINE. HERESIES ARE OF RECENT FORMATION, AND CANNOT TRACE THEIR ORIGIN UP TO THE APOSTLES. 
1. SINCE THEREFORE WE HAVE SUCH PROOFS, IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO SEEK THE TRUTH AMONG OTHERS WHICH IT IS EASY TO OBTAIN FROM THE CHURCH; SINCE THE APOSTLES, LIKE A RICH MAN [DEPOSITING HIS MONEY] IN A BANK, LODGED IN HER HANDS MOST COPIOUSLY ALL THINGS PERTAINING TO THE TRUTH: SO THAT EVERY MAN, WHOSOEVER WILL, CAN DRAW FROM HER THE WATER OF LIFE.(1) FOR SHE IS THE ENTRANCE TO LIFE; ALL OTHERS ARE THIEVES AND ROBBERS. ON THIS ACCOUNT ARE WE BOUND TO AVOID THEM, BUT TO MAKE CHOICE OF THE THING PERTAINING TO THE CHURCH WITH THE UTMOST DILIGENCE, AND TO LAY HOLD OF THE TRADITION OF THE TRUTH. FOR HOW STANDS THE CASE? SUPPOSE THERE ARISE A DISPUTE RELATIVE TO SOME IMPORTANT QUESTION(2) AMONG US, SHOULD WE NOT HAVE RECOURSE TO THE MOST ANCIENT CHURCHES WITH WHICH THE APOSTLES HELD CONSTANT INTERCOURSE, AND LEARN FROM THEM WHAT IS CERTAIN AND CLEAR IN REGARD TO THE PRESENT QUESTION? FOR HOW SHOULD IT BE IF THE APOSTLES THEMSELVES HAD NOT LEFT US WRITINGS? WOULD IT NOT BE NECESSARY, [IN THAT CASE,] TO FOLLOW THE COURSE OF THE TRADITION WHICH THEY HANDED DOWN TO THOSE TO WHOM THEY DID COMMIT THE CHURCHES? 
2. TO WHICH COURSE MANY NATIONS OF THOSE BARBARIANS WHO BELIEVE IN CHRIST DO ASSENT, HAVING SALVATION WRITTEN IN THEIR HEARTS BY THE SPIRIT, WITHOUT PAPER OR INK, AND, CAREFULLY PRESERVING THE ANCIENT TRADITION,(3) BELIEVING IN ONE GOD, THE CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND ALL THINGS THEREIN, BY MEANS OF CHRIST JESUS, THE SON OF GOD; WHO, BECAUSE OF HIS SURPASSING LOVE TOWARDS HIS CREATION, CONDESCENDED TO BE BORN OF THE VIRGIN, HE HIMSELF UNITING MAN THROUGH HIMSELF TO GOD, AND HAVING SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, AND RISING AGAIN, AND HAVING BEEN RECEIVED UP IN SPLENDOR, SHALL COME IN GLORY, THE SAVIOUR OF THOSE WHO ARE SAVED, AND THE JUDGE OF THOSE WHO ARE JUDGED, AND SENDING INTO ETERNAL FIRE THOSE WHO TRANSFORM THE TRUTH, AND DESPISE HIS FATHER AND HIS ADVENT. THOSE WHO, IN THE ABSENCE OF WRITTEN DOCUMENTS,(4) HAVE BELIEVED THIS FAITH, ARE BARBARIANS, SO FAR AS REGARDS OUR LANGUAGE; BUT AS REGARDS DOCTRINE, MANNER, AND TENOR OF LIFE, THEY ARE, BECAUSE OF FAITH, VERY WISE INDEED; AND THEY DO PLEASE GOD, ORDERING THEIR CONVERSATION IN ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS, CHASTITY, AND WISDOM. IF ANY ONE WAS TO PREACH TO THESE MEN THE INVENTIONS OF THE HERETICS, SPEAKING TO THEM IN THEIR OWN LANGUAGE, THEY WOULD AT ONCE STOP THEIR EARS, AND FLEE AS FAR OFF AS POSSIBLE, NOT ENDURING EVEN TO LISTEN TO THE BLASPHEMOUS ADDRESS. THUS, BY MEANS OF THAT ANCIENT TRADITION OF THE APOSTLES, THEY DO NOT SUFFER THEIR MIND TO CONCEIVE ANYTHING OF THE [DOCTRINES SUGGESTED BY THE] PORTENTOUS LANGUAGE OF THESE TEACHERS, AMONG WHOM NEITHER CHURCH NOR DOCTRINE HAS EVER BEEN ESTABLISHED. 
3. FOR, PRIOR TO VALENTINUS, THOSE WHO FOLLOW VALENTINUS HAD NO EXISTENCE; NOR DID THOSE FROM MARCION EXIST BEFORE MARCION; NOR, IN SHORT, HAD ANY OF THOSE MALIGNANT-MINDED PEOPLE, WHOM I HAVE ABOVE ENUMERATED, ANY BEING PREVIOUS TO THE INITIATORS AND INVENTORS OF THEIR PERVERSITY. FOR VALENTINUS CAME TO ROME IN THE TIME OF HYGINUS, FLOURISHED UNDER PIUS, AND REMAINED UNTIL ANICETUS. CERDON, TOO, MARCION'S PREDECESSOR, HIMSELF ARRIVED IN THE TIME OF HYGINUS, WHO WAS THE NINTH BISHOP.(5) COMING FREQUENTLY INTO THE CHURCH, AND MAKING PUBLIC CONFESSION, HE THUS REMAINED, ONE TIME TEACHING IN SECRET, AND THEN AGAIN MAKING PUBLIC CONFESSION; BUT AT LAST, HAVING BEEN DENOUNCED FOR CORRUPT TEACHING, HE WAS EXCOMMUNICATED(6) FROM THE ASSEMBLY OF THE BRETHREN. MARCION, THEN, SUCCEEDING HIM, FLOURISHED UNDER ANICETUS, WHO HELD THE TENTH PLACE OF THE EPISCOPATE. BUT THE REST, WHO ARE CALLED GNOSTICS, TAKE RISE FROM MENANDER, SIMON'S DISCIPLE, AS I HAVE SHOWN; AND EACH ONE OF THEM APPEARED TO BE BOTH THE FATHER AND THE HIGH PRIEST OF THAT DOCTRINE INTO WHICH HE HAS BEEN INITIATED. BUT ALL THESE (THE MARCOSIANS) BROKE OUT INTO THEIR APOSTASY MUCH LATER, EVEN DURING THE INTERMEDIATE PERIOD OF THE CHURCH. 
CHAP. V. -- CHRIST AND HIS APOSTLES, WITHOUT ANY FRAUD, DECEPTION, OR HYPOCRISY, PREACHED THAT ONE GOD, THE FATHER, WAS THE FOUNDER OF ALL THINGS. THEY DID NOT ACCOMMODATE THEIR DOCTRINETO THE PREPOSSESSIONS OF THEIR HEARERS. 
1. SINCE, THEREFORE, THE TRADITION FROM THE APOSTLES DOES THUS EXIST IN THE CHURCH, AND IS PERMANENT AMONG US, LET US REVERT TO THE SCRIP-RURAL PROOF FURNISHED BY THOSE APOSTLES WHO DID ALSO WRITE THE GOSPEL, IN WHICH THEY RECORDED THE DOCTRINE REGARDING GOD, POINTING OUT THAT OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IS THE TRUTH,(7) AND THAT NO LIE IS IN HIM. AS ALSO DAVID SAYS, PROPHESYING HIS BIRTH FROM A VIRGIN, AND THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, "TRUTH HAS SPRUNG OUT OF THE EARTH."(8) THE APOSTLES, LIKEWISE, BEING DISCIPLES OF THE TRUTH, ARE ABOVE ALL FALSEHOOD; FOR A LIE HAS NO FELLOWSHIP WITH THE TRUTH, JUST AS DARKNESS HAS NONE WITH LIGHT, BUT THE PRESENCE OF THE ONE SHUTS OUT THAT OF THE OTHER. OUR LORD, THEREFORE, BEING THE TRUTH, DID NOT SPEAK LIES; AND WHOM HE KNEW TO HAVE TAKEN ORIGIN FROM A DE-FOOT, HE NEVER WOULD HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED AS GOD, EVEN THE GOD OF ALL, THE SUPREME KING, TOO, AND HIS OWN FATHER, AN IMPERFECT BEING AS A PERFECT ONE, AN ANIMAL ONE AS A SPIRITUAL, HIM WHO WAS WITHOUT THE PLEROMA AS HIM WHO WAS WITHIN IT. NEITHER DID HIS DISCIPLES MAKE MENTION OF ANY OTHER GOD, OR TERM ANY OTHER LORD, EXCEPT HIM, WHO WAS TRULY THE GOD AND LORD OF ALL, AS THESE MOST VAIN SOPHISTS AFFIRM THAT THE APOSTLES DID WITH HYPOCRISY FRAME THEIR DOCTRINE ACCORDING TO THE CAPACITY OF THEIR HEARERS, AND GAVE ANSWERS AFTER THE OPINIONS OF THEIR QUESTIONERS,--FABLING BLIND THINGS FOR THE BLIND, ACCORDING TO THEIR BLINDNESS; FOR THE DULL ACCORDING TO THEIR DULLNESS; FOR THOSE IN ERROR ACCORDING TO THEIR ERROR. AND TO THOSE WHO IMAGINED THAT THE DEMIURGE ALONE WAS GOD, THEY PREACHED HIM; BUT TO THOSE WHO ARE CAPABLE OF COMPREHENDING THE UNNAMABLE FATHER, THEY DID DECLARE THE UNSPEAKABLE MYSTERY THROUGH PARABLES AND ENIGMAS: SO THAT THE LORD AND THE APOSTLES EXERCISED THE OFFICE OF TEACHER NOT TO FURTHER THE CAUSE OF TRUTH, BUT EVEN IN HYPOCRISY, AND AS EACH INDIVIDUAL WAS ABLE TO RECEIVE IT! 
5. SUCH [A LINE OF CONDUCT] BELONGS NOT TO THOSE WHO HEAL, OR WHO GIVE LIFE: IT IS RATHER THAT OF THOSE BRINGING ON DISEASES, AND INCREASING IGNORANCE; AND MUCH MORE-TRUE THAN THESE MEN SHALL THE LAW BE FOUND, WHICH PRONOUNCES EVERY ONE ACCURSED WHO SENDS THE BLIND MAN ASTRAY IN THE WAY. FOR THE APOSTLES, WHO WERE COMMISSIONED TO FIND OUT THE WANDERERS, AND TO BE FOR SIGHT TO THOSE WHO SAW NOT, AND MEDICINE TO THE WEAK, CERTAINLY DID NOT ADDRESS THEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR OPINION AT THE TIME, BUT ACCORDING TO REVEALED TRUTH. FOR NO PERSONS OF ANY KIND WOULD ACT PROPERLY, IF THEY SHOULD ADVISE BLIND MEN, JUST ABOUT TO FALL OVER A PRECIPICE, TO CONTINUE THEIR MOST DANGEROUS PATH, AS IF IT WERE THE RIGHT ONE, AND AS IF THEY MIGHT GO ON IN SAFETY. OR WHAT MEDICAL MAN, ANXIOUS TO HEAL A SICK PERSON, WOULD PRESCRIBE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PATIENT'S WHIMS, AND NOT ACCORDING TO THE REQUISITE MEDICINE? BUT THAT THE LORD CAME AS THE PHYSICIAN OF THE SICK, HE DOES HIMSELF DECLARE SAYING, "THEY THAT ARE WHOLE NEED NOT A PHYSICIAN, BUT THEY THAT ARE SICK; I CAME NOT TO CALL THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT SINNERS TO REPENTANCE."(1) HOW THEN SHALL THE SICK BE STRENGTHENED, OR HOW SHALL SINNERS COME TO REPENTANCE? IS IT BY PERSEVERING IN THE VERY SAME COURSES? OR, ON THE CONTRARY, IS IT BY UNDERGOING A GREAT CHANGE AND REVERSAL OF THEIR FORMER MODE OF LIVING, BY WHICH THEY HAVE BROUGHT UPON THEMSELVES NO SLIGHT AMOUNT OF SICKNESS, AND MANY SINS? BUT IGNORANCE, THE MOTHER OF ALL THESE, IS DRIVEN OUT BY KNOWLEDGE. WHEREFORE THE LORD USED TO IMPART KNOWLEDGE TO HIS DISCIPLES, BY WHICH ALSO IT WAS HIS PRACTICE TO HEAL THOSE WHO WERE SUFFERING, AND TO KEEP BACK SINNERS FROM SIN. HE THEREFORE DID NOT ADDRESS THEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR PRISTINE NOTIONS, NOR DID HE REPLY TO THEM IN HARMONY WITH THE OPINION OF HIS QUESTIONERS, BUT ACCORDING TO THE DOCTRINE LEADING TO SALVATION, WITHOUT HYPOCRISY OR RESPECT OF PERSON. 
3. THIS IS ALSO MADE CLEAR FROM THE WORDS OF THE LORD, WHO DID TRULY REVEAL THE SON OF GOD TO THOSE OF THE CIRCUMCISION--HIM WHO HAD BEEN FORETOLD AS CHRIST BY THE PROPHETS; THAT IS, HE SET HIMSELF FORTH, WHO HAD RESTORED LIBERTY MEN, AND BESTOWED ON THEM THE INHERITANCE TO INCORRUPTION AND AGAIN, THE APOSTLES TAUGHT THE GENTILES THAT THEY SHOULD LEAVE VAIN STOCKS AND STONES, WHICH THEY IMAGINED TO BE GODS, AND WORSHIP THE TRUE GOD, WHO HAD CREATED AND MADE ALL THE HUMAN FAMILY, AND, BY MEANS OF HIS CREATION, DID NOURISH, INCREASE, STRENGTHEN, AND PRESERVE THEM IN BEING; AND THAT THEY MIGHT LOOK FOR HIS SON JESUS CHRIST, WHO REDEEMED US FROM APOSTASY WITH HIS OWN BLOOD, SO THAT WE SHOULD ALSO BE A SANCTIFIED PEOPLE, -- WHO SHALL ALSO DESCEND FROM HEAVEN IN HIS FATHER'S POWER, AND PASS JUDGMENT UPON ALL, AND WHO SHALL FREELY GIVE THE GOOD THINGS OF GOD TO THOSE WHO SHALL HAVE KEPT HIS COMMANDMENTS. HE, APPEARING IN THESE LAST TIMES, THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE, HAS GATHERED INTO ONE, AND UNITED THOSE THAT WERE FAR OFF AND THOSE THAT WERE NEAR;(2) THAT IS, THE CIRCUMCISION AND THE UNCIRCUMCISION, ENLARGING JAPHET, AND PLACING HIM IN THE DWELLING OF SHEM.(3) 
CHAP. VI -- THE HOLY GHOST, THROUGHOUT THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES, MADE MENTION OF NO OTHER GOD OR LORD, SAVE HIM WHO IS THE TRUE GOD. 
1. THEREFORE NEITHER WOULD THE LORD, NOR THE HOLY SPIRIT, NOR THE APOSTLES, HAVE EVER NAMED AS GOD, DEFINITELY AND ABSOLUTELY, HIM WHO WAS NOT GOD, UNLESS HE WERE TRULY GOD; NOR WOULD THEY HAVE NAMED ANY ONE IN HIS OWN PERSON LORD, EXCEPT GOD THE FATHER RULING OVER ALL, AND HIS SON WHO HAS RECEIVED DOMINION FROM HIS FATHER OVER ALL CREATION, AS THIS PASSAGE HAS IT: "THE LORD SAID UNTO MY LORD, SIT THOU AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE THINE ENEMIES THY FOOTSTOOL."(4) HERE THE [SCRIPTURE] REPRESENTS TO US THE FATHER ADDRESSING THE SON; HE WHO GAVE HIM THE INHERITANCE OF THE HEATHEN, AND SUBJECTED TO HIM ALL HIS ENEMIES. SINCE, THEREFORE, THE FATHER IS TRULY LORD, AND THE SON TRULY LORD, THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS FITLY DESIGNATED THEM BY THE TITLE OF LORD. AND AGAIN, REFERRING TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SODOMITES, THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, "THEN THE LORD RAINED UPON SODOM AND UPON GOMORRAH FIRE AND BRIMSTONE FROM THE LORD OUT OF HEAVEN."(5) FOR IT HERE POINTS OUT THAT THE SON, WHO HAD ALSO BEEN TALKING WITH ABRAHAM, HAD RECEIVED POWER TO JUDGE THE SODOMITES FOR THEIR WICKEDNESS. AND THIS [TEXT FOLLOWING] DOES DECLARE THE SAME TRUTH: "THY THRONE, O GOD; IS FOR EVER AND EVER; THE SCEPTER OF THY KINGDOM IS A RIGHT SCEPTER. THOU HAST LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND HATED INIQUITY: THEREFORE GOD, THY GOD, HATH ANOINTED THEE."(1) FOR THE SPIRIT DESIGNATES BOTH [OF THEM] BY THE NAME, OF GOD -- BOTH HIM WHO IS ANOINTED AS SON, AND HIM WHO DOES ANOINT, THAT IS, THE FATHER. AND AGAIN: "GOD STOOD IN THE CONGREGATION OF THE GODS, HE JUDGES AMONG THE GODS."(2) HE [HERE] REFERS TO THE FATHER AND THE SON, AND THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE ADOPTION; BUT THESE ARE THE CHURCH. FOR SHE IS THE SYNAGOGUE OF GOD, WHICH GOD--THAT IS, THE SON HIMSELF--HAS GATHERED BY HIMSELF. OF WHOM HE AGAIN SPEAKS: "THE GOD OF GODS, THE LORD HATH SPOKEN, AND HATH CALLED THE EARTH."(3) WHO IS MEANT BY GOD? HE OF WHOM HE HAS SAID, "GOD SHALL COME OPENLY, OUR GOD, AND SHALL NOT KEEP SILENCE; "(4) THAT IS, THE SON, WHO CAME MANIFESTED TO MEN WHO SAID, "I HAVE OPENLY APPEARED TO THOSE WHO SEEK ME NOT."(5) BUT OF WHAT GODS [DOES HE SPEAK]? [OF THOSE] TO WHOM HE SAYS, "I HAVE SAID, YE ARE GODS, AND ALL SONS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]."(6) TO THOSE, NO DOUBT, WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE GRACE OF THE "ADOPTION, BY WHICH WE CRY, ABBA FATHER."(7) 
2. WHEREFORE, AS I HAVE ALREADY STATED, NO OTHER IS NAMED AS GOD, OR IS CALLED LORD, EXCEPT HIM WHO IS GOD AND LORD OF ALL, WHO ALSO SAID TO MOSES, "I AM THAT I AM. AND THUS, SHALT THOU SAY TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL: HE WHO IS, HATH SENT ME UNTO YOU;"(8) AND HIS SON JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, WHO MAKES THOSE THAT BELIEVE IN HIS NAME THE SONS OF GOD. AND AGAIN, WHEN THE SON SPEAKS TO MOSES, HE SAYS, "I AM COME DOWN TO DELIVER THIS PEOPLE."(9) FOR IT IS HE WHO DESCENDED AND ASCENDED FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN. THEREFORE, GOD HAS BEEN DECLARED THROUGH THE SON, WHO IS IN THE FATHER, AND HAS THE FATHER IN HIMSELF -- HE WHO IS, THE FATHER BEARING WITNESS TO THE SON, AND THE SON ANNOUNCING THE FATHER. -- AS ALSO ESAIAS SAYS, "I TOO AM WITNESS," HE DECLARES, "SAITH THE LORD GOD, AND THE SON WHOM I HAVE CHOSEN, THAT YE MAY KNOW, AND BELIEVE, AND UNDERSTAND THAT I AM."(10) 
3. WHEN, HOWEVER, THE SCRIPTURE TERMS THEM [GODS] WHICH ARE NO GODS, IT DOES NOT, AS I HAVE ALREADY REMARKED, DECLARE THEM AS GODS IN EVERY SENSE, BUT WITH A CERTAIN ADDITION AND SIGNIFICATION, BY WHICH THEY ARE SHOWN TO BE NO GODS AT ALL. AS WITH DAVID: "THE GODS OF THE HEATHEN ARE IDOLS OF DEMONS;"(11) AND, "YE SHALL NOT FOLLOW OTHER GODS"(12) FOR IN THAT HE SAYS "THE GODS OF THE HEATHEN"- - BUT THE HEATHEN IS IGNORANT OF THE TRUE GOD -- AND CALLS THEM "OTHER GODS," HE BARS THEIR CLAIM [TO BE LOOKED UPON] AS GODS AT ALL. BUT AS TO WHAT THEY ARE IN THEIR OWN PERSON, HE SPEAKS CONCERNING THEM; "FOR THEY ARE," HE SAYS, "THE IDOLS OF DEMONS." AND ESAIAS: "LET THEM BE CONFOUNDED, ALL WHO BLASPHEME GOD, AND CARVE USELESS THINGS;(13) EVEN I AM WITNESS, SAITH GOD."(14) HE REMOVES THEM FROM [THE CATEGORY OF] GODS, BUT HE MAKES USE OF THE WORD ALONE, FOR THIS [PURPOSE], THAT WE MAY KNOW OF WHOM HE SPEAKS. JEREMIAH ALSO SAYS THE SAME: "THE GODS THAT HAVE NOT MADE THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, LET THEM PERISH FROM THE EARTH WHICH IS UNDER THE HEAVEN."(15) FOR, FROM THE FACT OF HIS HAVING SUBJOINED THEIR DESTRUCTION, HE SHOWS THEM TO BE NO GODS AT ALL. ELIAS, TOO, WHEN ALL ISRAEL WAS ASSEMBLED AT MOUNT CARMEL, WISHING TO TURN THEM FROM IDOLATRY, SAYS TO THEM, "HOW LONG HALT YE BETWEEN TWO OPINIONS?(16) IF THE LORD BE GOD,(17) FOLLOW HIM."(18) AND AGAIN, AT THE BURNT- OFFERING, HE THUS ADDRESSES THE IDOLATROUS PRIESTS: "YE SHALL CALL UPON THE NAME OF YOUR GODS, AND I WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD MY GOD; AND THE LORD THAT WILL HEARKEN BY FIRE,(19) HE IS GOD." NOW, FROM THE FACT OF THE PROPHET HAVING SAID THESE WORDS, HE PROVES THAT THESE GODS WHICH WERE REPUTED SO AMONG THOSE MEN, ARE NO GODS AT ALL. HE DIRECTED THEM TO THAT GOD UPON WHOM HE BELIEVED, AND WHO WAS TRULY GOD; WHOM INVOKING, HE EXCLAIMED, "LORD GOD OF ABRAHAM, GOD OF ISAAC, AND GOD OF JACOB, HEAR ME TO-DAY, AND LET ALL THIS PEOPLE KNOW THAT THOU ART THE GOD OF ISRAEL."(20) 
4. WHEREFORE I DO ALSO CALL UPON THEE, LORD GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND GOD OF ISAAC, AND GOD OF JACOB AND ISRAEL, WHO ART THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE GOD WHO, THROUGH THE ABUNDANCE OF THY MERCY, HAST HAD A FAVOUR TOWARDS US, THAT WE SHOULD KNOW THEE, WHO HAST MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, WHO RULEST OVER ALL, WHO ART THE ONLY AND THE TRUE GOD, ABOVE WHOM THERE IS NONE OTHER GOD; GRANT, BY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE GOVERNING POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT; GIVE TO EVERY READER OF THIS BOOK TO KNOW THEE, THAT THOU ART GOD ALONE, TO BE STRENGTHENED IN THEE, AND TO AVOID EVERY HERETICAL, AND GODLESS, AND IMPIOUS DOCTRINE. 
5. AND THE APOSTLE PAUL ALSO, SAYING, "FOR THOUGH YE HAVE SERVED THEM WHICH ARE NO GODS; YE NOW KNOW GOD, OR RATHER, ARE KNOWN OF GOD,"(1) HAS MADE A SEPARATION BETWEEN THOSE THAT WERE NOT [GODS] AND HIM WHO IS GOD. AND AGAIN, SPEAKING OF ANTICHRIST, HE SAYS, "WHO OPPOSETH AND EXALTETH HIMSELF ABOVE ALL THAT IS CALLED GOD, OR THAT IS WORSHIPPED."(2) HE POINTS OUT HERE THOSE WHO ARE CALLED GODS, BY SUCH AS KNOW NOT GOD, THAT IS, IDOLS. FOR THE FATHER OF ALL IS CALLED GOD, AND IS SO; AND ANTICHRIST SHALL BE LIFTED UP, NOT ABOVE HIM, BUT ABOVE THOSE WHICH ARE INDEED CALLED GODS, BUT ARE NOT. AND PAUL HIMSELF SAYS THAT THIS IS TRUE: "WE KNOW THAT AN IDOL IS NOTHING, AND THAT THERE IS NONE OTHER GOD BUT ONE. FOR THOUGH THERE BE THAT ARE CALLED GODS, WHETHER IN HEAVEN OR IN EARTH; YET TO US THERE IS BUT ONE GOD, THE FATHER, OF WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, AND WE THROUGH HIM; AND ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, AND WE BY HIM."(3) FOR HE HAS MADE A DISTINCTION, AND SEPARATED THOSE WHICH ARE INDEED CALLED GODS, BUT WHICH ARE NONE, FROM THE ONE GOD THE FATHER, FROM WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, AND, HE HAS CONFESSED IN THE MOST DECIDED MANNER IN HIS OWN PERSON, ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST. BUT IN THIS [CLAUSE], "WHETHER IN HEAVEN OR IN EARTH," HE DOES NOT SPEAK OF THE FORMERS OF THE WORLD, AS THESE [TEACHERS] EXPOUND IT; BUT HIS MEANING IS SIMILAR TO THAT OF MOSES, WHEN IT IS SAID, "THOU SHALT NOT MAKE TO THYSELF ANY IMAGE FOR GOD, OF WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE IN HEAVEN ABOVE, WHATSOEVER IN THE EARTH BENEATH, AND WHATSOEVER IN THE WATERS UNDER THE EARTH."(4) AND HE DOES THUS EXPLAIN WHAT ARE MEANT BY THE THINGS IN HEAVEN: "LEST WHEN," HE SAYS, "LOOKING TOWARDS HEAVEN, AND OBSERVING THE SUN, AND THE MOON, AND THE STARS, AND ALL THE ORNAMENT OF HEAVEN, FALLING INTO ERROR, THOU SHOULDEST ADORE AND SERVE THEM."(5) AND MOSES HIMSELF, BEING A MAN OF GOD, WAS INDEED GIVEN AS A GOD BEFORE PHARAOH;(6) BUT HE IS NOT PROPERLY TERMED LORD, NOR IS CALLED GOD BY THE PROPHETS, BUT IS SPOKEN OF BY THE SPIRIT AS "MOSES, THE FAITHFUL MINISTER AND SERVANT OF GOD,"(7) WHICH ALSO HE WAS. 
CHAP. VII. -- REPLY TO AN OBJECTION FOUNDED ON THE WORDS OF ST. PAUL (2 COR. IV. 5). ST. PAUL OCCASIONALLY USES WORDS NOT IN THEIR GRAMMATICAL, SEQUENCE. 
1. AS TO THEIR AFFIRMING THAT PAUL SAID PLAINLY IN THE SECOND [EPISTLE] TO THE CORINTHIANS, "IN WHOM THE GOD OF THIS WORLD HATH BLINDED THE MINDS OF THEM THAT BELIEVE NOT,"(8) AND MAINTAINING THAT THERE IS INDEED ONE GOD OF THIS WORLD, BUT ANOTHER WHO IS BEYOND ALL PRINCIPALITY, AND BEGINNING, AND POWER, WE ARE NOT TO BLAME IF THEY, WHO GIVE OUT THAT THEY DO THEMSELVES KNOW MYSTERIES BEYOND GOD, KNOW NOT HOW TO READ PAUL. FOR IF ANY ONE READ THE PASSAGE THUS--ACCORDING TO PAUL'S CUSTOM, AS I SHOW ELSEWHERE, AND BY MANY EXAMPLES, THAT HE USES TRANSPOSITION OF WORDS --"IN WHOM GOD," THEN POINTING IT OFF, AND MAKING A SLIGHT INTERVAL, AND AT THE SAME TIME READ ALSO THE REST [OF THE SENTENCE] IN ONE [CLAUSE], "HATH BLINDED THE MINDS OF THEM OF THIS WORLD THAT BELIEVE NOT," HE SHALL FIND OUT THE TRUE [SENSE]; THAT IT IS CONTAINED IN THE EXPRESSION, "GOD HATH BLINDED THE MINDS OF THE UNBELIEVERS OF THIS WORLD." AND THIS IS SHOWN BY MEANS OF THE LITTLE INTERVAL [BETWEEN THE CLAUSE]. FOR PAUL DOES NOT SAY, "THE GOD OF THIS WORLD," AS IF RECOGNIZING ANY OTHER BEYOND HIM; BUT HE CONFESSED GOD AS INDEED GOD. AND HE SAYS, "THE UNBELIEVERS OF THIS WORLD," BECAUSE THEY SHALL NOT INHERIT THE FUTURE AGE OF INCORRUPTION. I SHALL SHOW FROM PAUL HIMSELF, HOW IT IS THAT GOD HAS BLINDED THE MINDS OF THEM THAT BELIEVE NOT, IN THE COURSE OF THIS WORK, THAT WE MAY NOT JUST AT PRESENT DISTRACT OUR MIND FROM THE MATTER IN HAND, [BY WANDERING] AT LARGE. 
2. FROM MANY OTHER INSTANCES ALSO, WE MAY DISCOVER THAT THE APOSTLE FREQUENTLY USES A TRANSPOSED ORDER IN HIS SENTENCES, DUE TO THE RAPIDITY OF HIS DISCOURSES, AND THE IMPETUS OF THE SPIRIT WHICH IS IN HIM. AN EXAMPLE OCCURS IN THE [EPISTLE] TO THE GALATIANS, WHERE HE EXPRESSES HIMSELF AS FOLLOWS: "WHEREFORE THEN THE LAW OF WORKS?(9) IT WAS ADDED, UNTIL THE SEED SHOULD COME TO WHOM THE PROMISE WAS MADE; [AND IT WAS] ORDAINED BY ANGELS IN THE HAND OF A MEDIATOR."(10) FOR THE ORDER OF THE WORDS RUNS THUS: "WHEREFORE THEN THE LAW OF WORKS? ORDAINED BY ANGELS IN THE HAND OF A MEDIATOR, IT WAS ADDED UNTIL THE SEED SHOULD COME TO WHOM THE PROMISE WAS MADE," -- MAN THUS ASKING THE QUESTION, AND THE SPIRIT MAKING ANSWER. AND AGAIN, IN THE SECOND TO THE THESSALONIANS, SPEAKING OF ANTICHRIST, HE SAYS, "AND THEN SHALL THAT WICKED BE REVEALED, WHOM THE LORD JESUS CHRIST(11) SHALL SLAY WITH THE SPIRIT OF HIS MOUTH, AND SHALL DESTROY HIM(11) WITH THE PRESENCE OF HIS COMING; [EVEN HIM] WHOSE COMING IS AFTER THE WORKING OF SATAN, WITH ALL POWER, AND SIGNS, AND LYING WONDERS."(12) NOW IN THESE [SENTENCES] THE ORDER OF THE WORDS IS THIS: "AND THEN SHALL BE REVEALED THAT WICKED, WHOSE COMING IS AFTER THE WORKING OF SATAN, WITH ALL POWER, AND SIGNS, AND LYING WONDERS, WHOM THE LORD JESUS SHALL SLAY WITH THE SPIRIT OF HIS MOUTH, AND SHALL DESTROY WITH THE PRESENCE OF HIS COMING." FOR HE DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE COMING OF THE LORD IS AFTER THE WORKING OF SATAN; BUT THE COMING OF THE WICKED ONE, WHOM WE ALSO CALL ANTICHRIST. IF, THEN, ONE DOES NOT ATTEND TO THE [PROPER] READING [OF THE PASSAGE], AND IF HE DO NOT EXHIBIT THE INTERVALS OF BREATHING AS THEY OCCUR, THERE SHALL BE NOT ONLY INCONGRUITIES, BUT ALSO, WHEN READING, HE WILL UTTER BLASPHEMY, AS IF THE ADVENT OF THE LORD COULD TAKE PLACE ACCORDING TO THE WORKING OF SATAN. SO THEREFORE, IN SUCH PASSAGES, THE HYPERBATON MUST BE EXHIBITED BY THE READING, AND THE APOSTLE'S MEANING FOLLOWING ON, PRESERVED; AND THUS WE DO NOT READ IN THAT PASSAGE, "THE GOD OF THIS WORLD," BUT, "GOD," WHOM WE DO TRULY CALL GOD; AND WE HEAR [IT DECLARED OF] THE UNBELIEVING AND THE BLINDED OF THIS WORLD, THAT THEY SHALL NOT INHERIT THE WORLD OF LIFE WHICH IS TO COME. 
CHAP. VIII. -- ANSWER TO AN OBJECTION, ARISING FROM THE WORDS OF CHRIST (MATT. VI. 24). GOD ALONE IS TO BE REALLY CALLED GOD AND LORD, FOR HE IS WITHOUT BEGINNING AND END. 
1. THIS CALUMNY, THEN, OF THESE MEN, HAVING BEEN QUASHED, IT IS CLEARLY PROVED THAT NEITHER THE PROPHETS NOR THE APOSTLES DID EVER NAME ANOTHER GOD, OR CALL [HIM] LORD, EXCEPT THE TRUE AND ONLY GOD. MUCH MORE [WOULD THIS BE THE CASE WITH REGARD TO] THE LORD HIMSELF, WHO DID ALSO DIRECT US TO "RENDER UNTO CAESAR THE THINGS THAT ARE CAESAR'S, AND TO GOD THE THINGS THAT ARE GOD'S;"(1) NAMING INDEED CAESAR AS CAESAR, BUT CONFESSING GOD AS GOD. IN LIKE MANNER ALSO, THAT [TEXT] WHICH SAYS, "YE CANNOT SERVE TWO MASTERS,"(2) HE DOES HIMSELF INTERPRET, SAYING, "YE CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON;" ACKNOWLEDGING GOD INDEED AS GOD, BUT MENTIONING MAMMON, A THING HAVING ALSO AN EXISTENCE. HE DOES NOT CALL MAMMON LORD WHEN HE SAYS, "YE CANNOT SERVE TWO MASTERS;" BUT HE TEACHES HIS DISCIPLES WHO SERVE GOD, NOT TO BE SUBJECT TO MAMMON, NOR TO BE RULED BY IT. FOR HE SAYS, "HE THAT COMMITTETH SIN IS THE SLAVE OF SIN."(3) INASMUCH, THEN, AS HE TERMS THOSE "THE SLAVES OF SIN" WHO SERVE SIN, BUT DOES NOT CERTAINLY CALL SIN ITSELF GOD, THUS ALSO HE TERMS THOSE WHO SERVE MAMMON "THE SLAVES OF MAMMON," NOT CALLING MAMMON GOD. FOR MAMMON IS, ACCORDING TO THE JEWISH LANGUAGE, WHICH THE SAMARITANS DO ALSO USE, A COVETOUS MAN, AND ONE WHO WISHES TO HAVE MORE THAN HE OUGHT TO HAVE. BUT ACCORDING TO THE HEBREW, IT IS BY THE ADDITION OF A SYLLABLE (ADJUNCTIVE) CALLED MAMUEL,(4) AND SIGNIFIES GULOSUM, THAT IS, ONE WHOSE GULLET IS INSATIABLE. THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO BOTH THESE THINGS WHICH ARE INDICATED, WE CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON. 
2. BUT ALSO, WHEN HE SPOKE OF THE DEVIL AS STRONG, NOT ABSOLUTELY SO, BUT AS IN COMPARISON WITH US, THE LORD SHOWED HIMSELF UNDER EVERY ASPECT AND TRULY TO BE THE STRONG MAN, SAYING THAT ONE CAN IN NO OTHER WAY "SPOIL THE GOODS OF A STRONG MAN, IF HE DO NOT FIRST BIND THE STRONG MAN HIMSELF, AND THEN HE WILL SPOIL HIS HOUSE."(5) NOW WE WERE THE VESSELS AND THE HOUSE OF THIS [STRONG MAN] WHEN WE WERE IN A STATE OF APOSTASY; FOR HE PUT US TO WHATEVER USE HE PLEASED, AND THE UNCLEAN SPIRIT DWELT WITHIN US. FOR HE WAS NOT STRONG, AS OPPOSED TO HIM WHO BOUND HIM, AND SPOILED HIS HOUSE; BUT AS AGAINST THOSE PERSONS WHO WERE HIS TOOLS, INASMUCH AS HE CAUSED THEIR THOUGHT TO WANDER AWAY FROM GOD: THESE DID THE LORD SNATCH FROM HIS GRASP. AS ALSO JEREMIAH DECLARES, "THE LORD HATH REDEEMED JACOB, AND HAS SNATCHED HIM FROM THE HAND OF HIM THAT WAS STRONGER THAN HE."(6) IF, THEN, HE HAD NOT POINTED OUT HIM WHO BINDS AND SPOILS HIS GOODS, BUT HAD MERELY SPOKEN OF HIM AS BEING STRONG, THE STRONG MAN SHOULD HAVE BEEN UNCONQUERED. BUT HE ALSO SUBJOINED HIM WHO OBTAINS AND RETAINS POSSESSION; FOR HE HOLDS WHO BINDS, BUT HE IS HELD WHO IS BOUND. AND THIS HE DID WITHOUT ANY COMPARISON, SO THAT, APOSTATE SLAVE AS HE WAS, HE MIGHT NOT BE COMPARED TO THE LORD: FOR NOT HE ALONE, BUT NOT ONE OF CREATED AND SUBJECT THINGS, SHALL EVER BE COMPARED TO THE WORD OF GOD, BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, WHO IS OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
3. FOR THAT ALL THINGS, WHETHER ANGELS, OR ARCHANGELS, OR THRONES, OR DOMINIONS, WERE BOTH ESTABLISHED AND CREATED BY HIM WHO IS GOD OVER ALL, THROUGH HIS WORD, JOHN HAS THUS POINTED OUT. FOR WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN OF THE WORD OF GOD AS HAVING BEEN IN THE FATHER, HE ADDED, "ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANYTHING MADE."(7) DAVID ALSO, WHEN HE HAD ENUMERATED [HIS] PRAISES, SUBJOINS BY NAME ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER I HAVE MENTIONED, BOTH THE HEAVENS AND ALL THE POWERS THEREIN: "FOR HE COMMANDED, AND THEY WERE CREATED; HE SPOKE, AND THEY WERE MADE." WHOM, THEREFORE, DID HE COMMAND? THE WORD, NO DOUBT, "BY WHOM," HE SAYS, "THE HEAVENS WERE ESTABLISHED, AND ALL THEIR POWER BY THE BREATH OF HIS MOUTH."(8) BUT THAT HE DID HIMSELF MAKE ALL THINGS FREELY, AND AS HE PLEASED, AGAIN DAVID SAYS, "BUT OUR GOD IS IN THE HEAVENS ABOVE, AND IN THE EARTH; HE HATH MADE ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER HE PLEASED."(1) BUT THE THINGS ESTABLISHED ARE DISTINCT FROM HIM WHO HAS ESTABLISHED THEM, AND WHAT HAVE BEEN MADE FROM HIM WHO HAS MADE THEM. FOR HE IS HIMSELF UNCREATED, BOTH WITHOUT BEGINNING AND END, AND LACKING NOTHING. HE IS HIMSELF SUFFICIENT FOR HIMSELF; AND STILL FURTHER, HE GRANTS TO ALL OTHERS THIS VERY THING, EXISTENCE; BUT THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE BY HIM HAVE RECEIVED A BEGINNING. BUT WHATEVER THINGS HAD A BEGINNING, AND ARE LIABLE TO DISSOLUTION, AND ARE SUBJECT TO AND STAND IN NEED OF HIM WHO MADE THEM, MUST NECESSARILY IN ALL RESPECTS HAVE A DIFFERENT TERM [APPLIED TO THEM], EVEN BY THOSE WHO HAVE BUT A MODERATE CAPACITY FOR DISCERNING SUCH THINGS; SO THAT HE INDEED WHO MADE ALL THINGS CAN ALONE, TOGETHER WITH HIS WORD, PROPERLY BE TERMED GOD AND LORD: BUT THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE CANNOT HAVE THIS TERM APPLIED TO THEM, NEITHER SHOULD THEY JUSTLY ASSUME THAT APPELLATION WHICH BELONGS TO THE CREATOR. 
CHAP. IX. -- ONE AND THE SAME GOD, THE CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, IS HE WHOM THE PROPHETS FORETOLD, AND WHO WAS DECLARED BY THE GOSPEL. PROOF OF THIS, AT THE OUTSET, FROM ST. MATTHEW'S GOSPEL. 
1. THIS, THEREFORE, HAVING BEEN CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED HERE (AND IT SHALL YET BE SO STILL MORE CLEARLY), THAT NEITHER THE PROPHETS, NOR THE APOSTLES, NOR THE LORD CHRIST IN HIS OWN PERSON, DID ACKNOWLEDGE ANY OTHER LORD OR GOD, BUT THE GOD AND LORD SUPREME: THE PROPHETS AND THE APOSTLES CONFESSING THE FATHER AND THE SON; BUT NAMING NO OTHER AS GOD, AND CONFESSING NO OTHER AS LORD: AND THE LORD HIMSELF HANDING DOWN TO HIS DISCIPLES, THAT HE, THE FATHER, IS THE ONLY GOD AND LORD, WHO ALONE IS GOD AND RULER OF ALL; -- IT IS INCUMBENT ON US TO FOLLOW, IF WE ARE THEIR DISCIPLES INDEED, THEIR TESTIMONIES TO THIS EFFECT. FOR MATTHEW THE APOSTLE -- KNOWING, AS ONE AND THE SAME GOD, HIM WHO HAD GIVEN PROMISE TO ABRAHAM, THAT HE WOULD MAKE HIS SEED AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN,(2) AND HIM WHO, BY HIS SON CHRIST JESUS, HAS CALLED US TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIMSELF, FROM THE WORSHIP OF STONES, SO THAT THOSE WHO WERE NOT A PEOPLE WERE MADE A PEOPLE, AND SHE BELOVED WHO WAS NOT BELOVED(3) -- DECLARES THAT JOHN, WHEN PREPARING THE WAY FOR CHRIST, SAID TO THOSE WHO WERE BOASTING OF THEIR RELATIONSHIP [TO ABRAHAM] ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, BUT WHO HAD THEIR MIND TINGED AND STUFFED WITH ALL MANNER OF EVIL, PREACHING THAT REPENTANCE WHICH SHOULD CALL THEM BACK FROM THEIR EVIL DOINGS, SAID, "O GENERATION OF VIPERS, WHO HATH SHOWN YOU TO FLEE FROM THE WRATH TO COME? BRING FORTH THEREFORE FRUIT MEET FOR REPENTANCE. AND THINK NOT TO SAY WITHIN YOURSELVES, WE HAVE ABRAHAM [TO OUR] FATHER: FOR I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT GOD IS ABLE OF THESE STONES TO RAISE UP CHILDREN UNTO ABRAHAM."(4) HE PREACHED TO THEM, THEREFORE, THE REPENTANCE FROM WICKEDNESS, BUT HE DID NOT DECLARE TO THEM ANOTHER GOD, BESIDES HIM WHO MADE THE PROMISE TO ABRAHAM; HE, THE FORERUNNER OF CHRIST, OF WHOM MATTHEW AGAIN SAYS, AND LUKE LIKEWISE, "FOR THIS IS HE THAT WAS SPOKEN OF FROM THE LORD BY THE PROPHET, THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE STRAIGHT THE PATHS OF OUR GOD. EVERY VALLEY SHALL BE FILLED, AND EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL BROUGHT LOW; AND THE CROOKED SHALL BE MADE STRAIGHT, AND THE ROUGH INTO SMOOTH WAYS; AND ALL FLESH SHALL SEE THE SALVATION OF GOD."(5) THERE IS THEREFORE ONE AND THE SAME GOD, THE FATHER OF OUR LORD, WHO ALSO PROMISED, THROUGH THE PROPHETS, THAT HE WOULD SEND HIS FORERUNNER; AND HIS SALVATION -- THAT IS, HIS WORD -- HE CAUSED TO BE MADE VISIBLE TO ALL FLESH, [THE WORD] HIMSELF BEING MADE INCARNATE, THAT IN ALL THINGS THEIR KING MIGHT BECOME MANIFEST. FOR IT IS NECESSARY THAT THOSE [BEINGS] WHICH ARE JUDGED DO SEE THE JUDGE, AND KNOW HIM FROM WHOM THEY RECEIVE JUDGMENT; AND IT IS ALSO PROPER, THAT THOSE WHICH FOLLOW ON TO GLORY SHOULD KNOW HIM WHO BESTOWS UPON THEM THE GIFT OF GLORY. 
2. THEN AGAIN MATTHEW, WHEN SPEAKING OF THE ANGEL, SAYS, "THE ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED TO JOSEPH IN SLEEP."(6) OF WHAT LORD HE DOES HIMSELF INTERPRET: "THAT IT MAY BE FULFILLED WHICH WAS SPOKEN OF THE LORD BY THE PROPHET, OUT OF EGYPT HAVE I CALLED MY SON."(7) "BEHOLD, A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE, AND SHALL BRING FORTH A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME EMMANUEL; WHICH IS, BEING INTERPRETED, GOD WITH US."(8) DAVID LIKEWISE SPEAKS OF HIM WHO, FROM THE VIRGIN, IS EMMANUEL: "TURN NOT AWAY THE FACE OF THINE ANOINTED. THE LORD HATH SWORN A TRUTH TO DAVID, AND WILL NOT TURN FROM HIM. OF THE FRUIT OF THY BODY WILL I SET UPON THY SEAT."(9) AND AGAIN: "IN JUDEA IS GOD KNOWN; HIS PLACE HAS BEEN MADE IN PEACE, AND HIS DWELLING IN ZION."(10) THEREFORE THERE IS ONE AND THE SAME GOD, WHO WAS PROCLAIMED BY THE PROPHETS AND ANNOUNCED BY THE GOSPEL; AND HIS SON, WHO WAS OF THE FRUIT OF DAVID'S BODY, THAT IS, OF THE VIRGIN OF [THE HOUSE OF] DAVID, AND EMMANUEL; WHOSE STAR ALSO BALAAM THUS PROPHESIED: "THERE SHALL COME A STAR OUT OF JACOB, AND A LEADER SHALL RISE IN ISRAEL."(1) BUT MATTHEW SAYS THAT THE MAGI, COMING FROM THE EAST, EXCLAIMED "FOR WE HAVE SEEN HIS STAR IN THE EAST, AND ARE COME TO WORSHIP HIM;"(2) AND THAT, HAVING BEEN LED BY THE STAR INTO THE HOUSE OF JACOB TO EMMANUEL, THEY SHOWED, BY THESE GIFTS WHICH THEY OFFERED, WHO IT WAS THAT WAS WORSHIPPED; MYRRH, BECAUSE IT WAS HE WHO SHOULD DIE AND BE BURIED FOR THE MORTAL HUMAN MET; GOLD, BECAUSE HE WAS A KING, "OF WHOSE KINGDOM IS NO END;"(3) AND FRANKINCENSE, BECAUSE HE WAS GOD, WHO ALSO "WAS MADE KNOWN IN JUDEA,"(4) AND WAS "DECLARED TO THOSE WHO SOUGHT HIM NOT."(5) 
3. AND THEN, [SPEAKING OF HIS] BAPTISM, MATTHEW SAYS, "THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED, AND HE SAW THE SPIRIT OF GOD, AS A DOVE, COMING UPON HIM: AND LO A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING, THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED."(6) FOR CHRIST DID NOT AT THAT TIME DESCEND UPON JESUS, NEITHER WAS CHRIST ONE AND JESUS ANOTHER: BUT THE WORD OF GOD--WHO IS THE SAVIOUR OF ALL, AND THE RULER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, WHO IS JESUS, AS I HAVE ALREADY POINTED OUT, WHO DID ALSO TAKE UPON HIM FLESH, AND WAS ANOINTED BY THE SPIRIT FROM THE FATHER--WAS MADE JESUS CHRIST, AS ESAIAS ALSO SAYS, "THERE SHALL COME FORTH A ROD FROM THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND A FLOWER SHALL RISE FROM HIS ROOT; AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD SHALL REST UPON HIM: THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND MIGHT, THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND PIETY, AND THE SPIRIT OF THE FEAR OF GOD, SHALL FILL HIM. HE SHALL NOT JUDGE ACCORDING TO GLORY,(7) NOR REPROVE AFTER THE MANNER OF SPEECH; BUT HE SHALL DISPENSE JUDGMENT TO THE HUMBLE MAN, AND REPROVE THE HAUGHTY ONES OF THE EARTH."(8) AND AGAIN ESAIAS, POINTING OUT BEFOREHAND HIS UNCTION, AND THE REASON WHY HE WAS ANOINTED, DOES HIMSELF SAY, "THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE HATH ANOINTED ME: HE HATH SENT ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE LOWLY, TO HEAL THE BROKEN UP IN HEART, TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE CAPTIVES, AND SIGHT TO THE BLIND; TO ANNOUNCE THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, AND THE DAY OF VENGEANCE; TO COMFORT ALL THAT MOURN."(9) FOR INASMUCH AS THE WORD OF GOD WAS MAN FROM THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND SON OF ABRAHAM, IN THIS RESPECT DID THE SPIRIT OF GOD REST UPON HIM, AND ANOINT HIM TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE LOWLY. BUT INASMUCH AS HE WAS GOD, HE DID NOT JUDGE ACCORDING TO GLORY, NOR REPROVE AFTER THE MANNER OF SPEECH. FOR "HE NEEDED NOT THAT ANY SHOULD TESTIFY TO HIM OF MAN,(10) FOR HE HIMSELF KNEW WHAT WAS IN MAN."(11) FOR HE CALLED ALL MEN THAT MOURN; AND GRANTING FORGIVENESS TO THOSE WHO HAD BEEN LED INTO CAPTIVITY BY THEIR SINS, HE LOOSED THEM FROM THEIR CHAINS, OF WHOM SOLOMON SAYS, "EVERY ONE SHALL BE HOLDEN WITH THE CORDS OF HIS OWN SINS."(12) THEREFORE DID THE SPIRIT OF GOD DESCEND UPON HIM, [THE SPIRIT] OF HIM WHO HAD PROMISED BY THE PROPHETS THAT HE WOULD ANOINT HIM, SO THAT WE, RECEIVING FROM THE ABUNDANCE OF HIS UNCTION, MIGHT BE SAVED. SUCH, THEN, [IS THE WITNESS] OF MATTHEW. 
CHAP. X.--PROOFS OF THE FOREGOING, DRAWN FROM THE GOSPELS OF MARK AND LUKE. 
1. LUKE ALSO, THE FOLLOWER AND DISCIPLE OF THE APOSTLES, REFERRING TO ZACHARIAS AND ELISABETH, FROM WHOM, ACCORDING TO PROMISE, JOHN WAS BORN, SAYS: "AND THEY WERE BOTH RIGHTEOUS BEFORE GOD, WALKING IN ALL THE COMMANDMENTS AND ORDINANCES OF THE LORD BLAMELESS."(13) AND AGAIN, SPEAKING OF ZACHARIAS: "AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT WHILE HE EXECUTED THE PRIEST'S OFFICE BEFORE GOD IN THE ORDER OF HIS COURSE, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THE PRIEST'S OFFICE, HIS LOT WAS TO BURN INCENSE; "(14) AND HE CAME TO SACRIFICE, "ENTERING INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD."(15) WHOSE ANGEL GABRIEL, ALSO, WHO STANDS PROMINENTLY IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, SIMPLY, ABSOLUTELY, AND DECIDEDLY CONFESSED IN HIS OWN PERSON AS GOD AND LORD, HIM WHO HAD CHOSEN JERUSALEM, AND HAD INSTITUTED THE SACERDOTAL OFFICE. FOR HE KNEW OF NONE OTHER ABOVE HIM; SINCE, IF HE HAD BEEN IN POSSESSION OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF ANY OTHER MORE PERFECT GOD AND LORD BESIDES HIM, HE SURELY WOULD NEVER--AS I HAVE ALREADY SHOWN--HAVE CONFESSED HIM, WHOM HE KNEW TO BE THE FRUIT OF A DEFECT, AS ABSOLUTELY AND ALTOGETHER GOD AND LORD. AND THEN, SPEAKING OF JOHN, HE THUS SAYS: "FOR HE SHALL BE GREAT IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD, AND MANY OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHALL HE TURN TO THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND HE SHALL GO BEFORE HIM IN THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIAS, TO MAKE READY A PEOPLE PREPARED FOR THE LORD."(16) FOR WHOM, THEN, DID HE PREPARE THE PEOPLE, AND IN THE SIGHT OF WHAT LORD WAS HE MADE GREAT? TRULY OF HIM WHO SAID THAT JOHN HAD SOMETHING EVEN "MORE THAN A PROPHET,"(17) AND THAT "AMONG THOSE BORN OF WOMEN NONE IS GREATER THAN JOHN THE BAPTIST;" WHO DID ALSO MAKE THE PEOPLE READY FOR THE LORD'S ADVENT, WARNING HIS FELLOW-SERVANTS, AND PREACHING TO THEM REPENTANCE, THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE REMISSION FROM THE LORD WHEN HE SHOULD BE PRESENT, HAVING BEEN CONVENED TO HIM, FROM WHOM THEY HAD BEEN ALIENATED BECAUSE OF SINS AND TRANSGRESSIONS. AS ALSO DAVID SAYS, "THE ALIENATED ARE SINNERS FROM THE WOMB: THEY GO ASTRAY AS SOON AS THEY ARE BORN."(1) AND IT WAS ON ACCOUNT OF THIS THAT HE, TURNING THEM TO THEIR LORD, PREPARED, IN THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIAS, A PERFECT PEOPLE FOR THE LORD. 
2. AND AGAIN, SPEAKING IN REFERENCE TO THE ANGEL, HE SAYS: "BUT AT THAT TIME THE ANGEL GABRIEL WAS SENT FROM GOD, WHO DID ALSO SAY TO THE VIRGIN, FEAR NOT, MARY; FOR THOU HAST FOUND FAVOUR WITH GOD."(2) AND HE SAYS CONCERNING THE LORD: "HE SHALL BE GREAT, AND SHALL BE CALLED THE SON OF THE HIGHEST: AND THE LORD GOD SHALL GIVE UNTO HIM THE THRONE OF HIS FATHER DAVID: AND HE SHALL REIGN OVER THE HOUSE OF JACOB FOR EVER; AND OF HIS KINGDOM THERE SHALL BE NO END."(3) FOR WHO ELSE IS THERE WHO CAN REIGN UNINTERRUPTEDLY OVER THE HOUSE OF JACOB FOR EVER, EXCEPT JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, THE SON OF THE MOST HIGH GOD, WHO PROMISED BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS THAT HE WOULD MAKE HIS SALVATION VISIBLE TO ALL FLESH; SO THAT HE WOULD BECOME THE SON OF MAN FOR THIS PURPOSE, THAT MAN ALSO MIGHT BECOME THE SON OF GOD? AND MARY, EXULTING BECAUSE OF THIS, CRIED OUT, PROPHESYING ON BEHALF OF THE CHURCH, "MY SOUL DOTH MAGNIFY THE LORD, AND MY SPIRIT HATH REJOICED IN GOD MY SAVIOUR. FOR HE HATH TAKEN UP HIS CHILD ISRAEL, IN REMEMBRANCE OF HIS MERCY, AS HE SPOKE TO OUR FATHERS, ABRAHAM, AND HIS SEED FOR EVER."(4) BY THESE AND SUCH LIKE [PASSAGES] THE GOSPEL POINTS OUT THAT IT WAS GOD WHO SPOKE TO THE FATHERS; THAT IT WAS HE WHO, BY MOSES, INSTITUTED THE LEGAL DISPENSATION, BY WHICH GIVING OF THE LAW WE KNOW THAT HE SPOKE TO THE FATHERS. THIS SAME GOD, AFTER HIS GREAT GOODNESS, POURED HIS COMPASSION UPON US, THROUGH WHICH COMPASSION "THE DAY-SPRING FROM ON HIGH HATH LOOKED UPON US, AND APPEARED TO THOSE WHO SAT IN DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW OF DEATH, AND HAS GUIDED OUR FEET INTO THE WAY OF PEACE;"(5) AS ZACHARIAS ALSO, RECOVERING FROM THE STATE OF DUMBNESS WHICH HE HAD SUFFERED ON ACCOUNT OF UNBELIEF, HAVING BEEN FILLED WITH A NEW SPIRIT, DID BLESS GOD IN A NEW MANNER. FOR ALL THINGS HAD ENTERED UPON A NEW PHASE, THE WORD ARRANGING AFTER A NEW MANNER THE ADVENT IN THE FLESH, THAT HE MIGHT WIN BACK(6) TO GOD THAT HUMAN NATURE (HOMINEM) WHICH HAD DEPARTED FROM GOD; AND THEREFORE MEN WERE TAUGHT TO WORSHIP GOD AFTER A NEW FASHION, BUT NOT ANOTHER GOD, BECAUSE IN TRUTH THERE IS BUT "ONE GOD, WHO JUSTIFIETH THE CIRCUMCISION BY FAITH, AND THE UNCIRCUMCISION THROUGH FAITH."(7) BUT ZACHARIAS PROPHESYING, EXCLAIMED, "BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL; FOR HE HATH VISITED AND REDEEMED HIS PEOPLE, AND HATH RAISED UP AN HORN OF SALVATION FOR US IN THE HOUSE OF HIS SERVANT DAVID; AS HE SPOKE BY THE MOUTH OF HIS HOLY PROPHETS, WHICH HAVE BEEN SINCE THE WORLD BEGUN; SALVATION FROM OUR ENEMIES, AND FROM THE HAND OF ALL THAT HATE US; TO PERFORM THE MERCY [PROMISED] TO OUR FATHERS, AND TO REMEMBER HIS HOLY COVENANT, THE OATH WHICH HE SWORE TO OUR FATHER ABRAHAM, THAT HE WOULD GRANT UNTO US, THAT WE, BEING DELIVERED OUT OF THE HAND OF OUR ENEMIES, MIGHT SERVE HIM WITHOUT FEAR, IN HOLINESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS BEFORE HIM, ALL OUR DAYS."(8) THEN HE SAYS TO JOHN: "AND THOU, CHILD, SHALT BE CALLED THE PROPHET OF THE HIGHEST: FOR THOU SHALT GO BEFORE THE FACE OF THE LORD TO PREPARE HIS WAYS; TO GIVE KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION TO HIS PEOPLE, FOR THE REMISSION OF THEIR SINS."(9) FOR THIS IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION WHICH WAS WANTING TO THEM, THAT OF THE SON OF GOD, WHICH JOHN MADE KNOWN, SAYING, "BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, WHO TAKETH AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD. THIS IS HE OF WHOM I SAID, AFTER ME COMETH A MAN WHO WAS MADE BEFORE ME;(10) BECAUSE HE WAS PRIOR TO ME: AND OF HIS FULNESS HAVE ALL WE RECEIVED."(11) THIS, THEREFORE, WAS THE KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION; BUT [IT DID NOT CONSIST IN] ANOTHER GOD, NOR ANOTHER FATHER, NOR BYTHUS, NOR THE PLEROMA OF THIRTY AEONS, NOR THE MOTHER OF THE (LOWER) OGDOAD: BUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION WAS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON OF GOD, WHO IS BOTH CALLED AND ACTUALLY IS, SALVATION, AND SAVIOUR, AND SALUTARY. SALVATION, INDEED, AS FOLLOWS: "I HAVE WAITED FOR THY SALVATION, O LORD."(12) AND THEN AGAIN, SAVIOUR: "BEHOLD MY GOD, MY SAVIOUR, I WILL PUT MY TRUST IN HIM."(13) BUT AS BRINGING SALVATION, THUS: "GOD HATH MADE KNOWN HIS SALVATION (SALUTARE) IN THE SIGHT OF THE HEATHEN."(14) FOR HE IS INDEED SAVIOUR, AS BEING THE SON AND WORD OF GOD; BUT SALUTARY, SINCE [HE IS] SPIRIT; FOR HE SAYS: "THE SPIRIT OF OUR COUNTENANCE, CHRIST THE LORD."(15) BUT SALVATION, AS BEING FLESH: FOR "THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH, AND DWELT AMONG US."(16) THIS KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION, THEREFORE, JOHN DID IMPART TO THOSE REPENTING, AND BELIEVING IN THE LAMB OF GOD, WHO TAKETH AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD. 
3. AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD, HE SAYS, APPEARED TO THE SHEPHERDS, PROCLAIMING JOY TO THEM: "FOR(1) THERE IS BORN IN THE HOUSE OF DAVID, A SAVIOUR, WHICH IS CHRIST THE LORD. THEN [APPEARED] A MULTITUDE OF THE HEAVENLY HOST, PRAISING GOD, AND SAYING, GLORY IN THE HIGHEST TO GOD, AND ON EARTH PEACE, TO MEN OF GOOD WILL." (2) THE FALSELY-CALLED GNOSTICS SAY THAT THESE ANGELS CAME FROM THE OGDOAD, AND MADE MANIFEST THE DESCENT OF THE SUPERIOR CHRIST. BUT THEY ARE AGAIN IN ERROR, WHEN SAYING THAT THE CHRIST AND SAVIOUR FROM ABOVE WAS NOT BORN, BUT THAT ALSO, AFTER THE BAPTISM OF THE DISPENSATIONAL JESUS, HE, [THE CHRIST OF THE PLEROMA,] DESCENDED UPON HIM AS A DOVE. THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO THESE MEN, THE ANGELS OF THE OGDOAD LIED, WHEN THEY SAID, "FOR UNTO YOU IS BORN THIS DAY A SAVIOUR, WHO IS CHRIST THE LORD, IN THE CITY OF DAVID." FOR NEITHER WAS CHRIST NOR THE SAVIOUR BORN AT THAT TIME, BY THEIR ACCOUNT; BUT IT WAS HE, THE DISPENSATIONAL JESUS, WHO IS OF THE FRAMER OF THE WORLD, THE [DEMIURGE], AND UPON WHOM, AFTER HIS BAPTISM, THAT IS, AFTER [THE LAPSE OF] THIRTY YEARS, THEY MAINTAIN THE SAVIOUR FROM ABOVE DESCENDED. BUT WHY DID [THE ANGELS] ADD, "IN THE CITY OF DAVID," IF THEY DID NOT PROCLAIM THE GLAD TIDINGS OF THE FULFILMENT OF GOD'S PROMISE MADE TO DAVID, THAT FROM THE FRUIT OF HIS BODY THERE SHOULD BE AN ETERNAL KING? FOR THE FRAMER [DEMIURGE] OF THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE MADE PROMISE TO DAVID, AS DAVID HIMSELF DECLARES: "MY HELP IS FROM GOD, WHO MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH;"(3) AND AGAIN: "IN HIS HAND ARE THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, AND THE HEIGHTS OF THE MOUNTAINS ARE HIS. FOR THE SEA IS HIS, AND HE DID HIMSELF MAKE IT; AND HIS HANDS FOUNDED THE DRY LAND. COME YE, LET US WORSHIP AND FALL DOWN BEFORE HIM, AND WEEP IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD WHO MADE US; FOR HE IS THE LORD OUR GOD."(4) THE HOLY SPIRIT EVIDENTLY THUS DECLARES BY DAVID TO THOSE HEARING HIM, THAT THERE SHALL BE THOSE WHO DESPISE HIM WHO FORMED US, AND WHO IS GOD ALONE. WHEREFORE HE ALSO UTTERED THE FOREGOING WORDS, MEANING TO SAY: SEE THAT YE DO NOT ERR; BESIDES OR ABOVE HIM THERE IS NO OTHER GOD, TO WHOM YE SHOULD RATHER STRETCH OUT [YOUR HANDS], THUS RENDERING US PIOUS AND GRATEFUL TOWARDS HIM WHO MADE, ESTABLISHED, AND [STILL] NOURISHES US. WHAT, THEN, SHALL HAPPEN TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN THE AUTHORS OF SO MUCH BLASPHEMY AGAINST THEIR CREATOR? THIS IDENTICAL TRUTH WAS ALSO WHAT THE ANGELS [PROCLAIMED]. FOR WHEN THEY EXCLAIM, "GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND IN EARTH PEACE," THEY HAVE GLORIFIED WITH THESE. WORDS HIM WHO IS THE CREATOR OF THE HIGHEST, THAT IS, OF SUPER-CELESTIAL THINGS, AND THE FOUNDER OF EVERYTHING ON EARTH: WHO HAS SENT TO HIS OWN HANDIWORK, THAT IS, TO MEN, THE BLESSING OF HIS SALVATION FROM HEAVEN. WHEREFORE HE ADDS: "THE SHEPHERDS RETURNED, GLORIFYING GOD FOR ALL WHICH THEY HAD HEARD AND SEEN, AS IT WAS TOLD UNTO THEM."(5) FOR THE ISRAELITISH SHEPHERDS DID NOT GLORIFY ANOTHER GOD, BUT HIM WHO HAD BEEN ANNOUNCED BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, THE MAKER OF ALL THINGS, WHOM ALSO THE ANGELS GLORIFIED. BUT IF THE ANGELS WHO WERE FROM THE OGDOAD WERE ACCUSTOMED TO GLORIFY ANY OTHER, DIFFERENT FROM HIM WHOM THE SHEPHERDS [ADORED], THESE ANGELS FROM THE OGDOAD BROUGHT TO THEM ERROR AND NOT TRUTH. 
4. AND STILL FURTHER DOES LUKE SAY IN REFERENCE TO THE LORD: "WHEN THE DAYS OF PURIFICATION WERE ACCOMPLISHED, THEY BROUGHT HIM UP TO JERUSALEM, TO PRESENT HIM BEFORE THE LORD, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE LAW OF THE LORD, THAT EVERY MALE OPENING THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE LORD; AND THAT THEY SHOULD OFFER A SACRIFICE, AS IT IS SAID IN THE LAW OF THE LORD, A PAIR OF TURTLE-DOVES, OR TWO YOUNG PIGEONS:"(6) IN HIS OWN PERSON MOST CLEARLY CALLING HIM LORD, WHO APPOINTED THE LEGAL DISPENSATION. BUT "SIMEON," HE ALSO SAYS, "BLESSED GOD, AND SAID, LORD, NOW LETTEST THOU THY SERVANT DEPART IN PEACE; FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY SALVATION, WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED BEFORE THE FACE OF ALL PEOPLE; A LIGHT FOR THE REVELATION OF THE GENTILES, AND THE GLORY OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL."(7) AND "ANNA"(8) ALSO, "THE PROPHETESS," HE SAYS, IN LIKE MANNER GLORIFIED GOD WHEN SHE SAW CHRIST, "AND SPOKE OF HIM TO ALL THEM WHO WERE LOOKING FOR THE REDEMPTION OF JERUSALEM."(9) NOW BY ALL THESE ONE GOD IS SHOWN FORTH, REVEALING TO MEN THE NEW DISPENSATION OF LIBERTY, THE COVENANT, THROUGH THE NEW ADVENT OF HIS SON. 
5. WHEREFORE ALSO MARK, THE INTERPRETER AND FOLLOWER OF PETER, DOES THUS COMMENCE HIS GOSPEL NARRATIVE: "THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD; AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE PROPHETS, BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE THY FACE, WHICH SHALL PREPARE THY WAY.(10) THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE THE PATHS STRAIGHT BEFORE OUR GOD." PLAINLY DOES THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL QUOTE THE WORDS OF THE HOLY PROPHETS, AND POINT OUT HIM AT ONCE, WHOM THEY CONFESSED AS GOD AND LORD; HIM, THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO HAD ALSO MADE PROMISE TO HIM, THAT HE WOULD SEND HIS MESSENGER BEFORE HIS FACE, WHO WAS JOHN, CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, IN "THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIAS,"(1)"PREPARE YE THE WAY OF ME LORD, MAKE STRAIGHT PATHS BEFORE OUR GOD." FOR THE PROPHETS DID NOT ANNOUNCE ONE AND MOTHER GOD, BUT ONE AND THE SAME; UNDER RATIONS ASPECTS, HOWEVER, AND MANY TITLES. FOR VARIED AND RICH IN ATTRIBUTE IS THE FATHER, AS I HAVE ALREADY SHOWN IN THE BOOK PRECEDING(2) THIS; AND I SHALL SHOW [THE SAME TRUTH] FROM THE PROPHETS THEMSELVES IN THE FURTHER COURSE OF THIS WORK. ALSO, TOWARDS THE CONCLUSION OF HIS GOSPEL, MARK SAYS: "SO THEN, AFTER THE LORD JESUS HAD SPOKEN TO THEM, HE WAS RECEIVED UP INTO HEAVEN, AND SITTETH ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD; "(3) CONFIRMING WHAT HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY THE PROPHET: "THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, SIT THOU ON MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE THY FOES THY FOOTSTOOL."(4) THUS GOD AND THE FATHER ARE TRULY ONE AND THE SAME; HE WHO WAS ANNOUNCED BY THE PROPHETS, AND HANDED DOWN BY THE TRUE GOSPEL; WHOM WE CHRISTIANS WORSHIP AND LOVE WITH THE WHOLE HEART, AS THE MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND OF ALL THINGS THEREIN. 
CHAP. XI--PROOFS IN CONTINUATION, EXTRACTED FROM ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL. THE GOSPELS ARE FOUR IN NUMBER, NEITHER MORE NOR LESS. MYSTIC REASONS FOR THIS. 
1. JOHN, THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD, PREACHES THIS FAITH, AND SEEKS, BY THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL, TO REMOVE THAT ERROR WHICH BY CERINTHUS HAD BEEN DISSEMINATED AMONG MEN, AND A LONG TIME PREVIOUSLY BY THOSE TERMED NICOLAITANS, WHO ARE AN OFFSET OF THAT "KNOWLEDGE" FALSELY SO CALLED, THAT HE MIGHT CONFOUND THEM, AND PERSUADE THEM THAT THERE IS BUT ONE GOD, WHO MADE ALL THINGS BY HIS WORD; AND NOT, AS THEY ALLEGE, THAT THE CREATOR WAS ONE, BUT THE FATHER OF THE LORD ANOTHER; AND THAT THE SON OF THE CREATOR WAS, FORSOOTH, ONE, BUT THE CHRIST FROM ABOVE ANOTHER, WHO ALSO CONTINUED IMPOSSIBLE, DESCENDING UPON JESUS, THE SON OF THE CREATOR, AND FLEW BACK AGAIN INTO HIS PLEROMA; AND THAT MONOGENES WAS THE BEGINNING, BUT LOGOS WAS THE TRUE SON OF MONOGENES; AND THAT THIS CREATION TO WHICH WE BELONG WAS NOT MADE BY THE PRIMARY GOD, BUT BY SOME POWER LYING FAR BELOW HIM, AND SHUT OFF FROM COMMUNION WITH THE THINGS INVISIBLE AND INEFFABLE. THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD THEREFORE DESIRING TO PUT AN END TO ALL SUCH DOCTRINES, AND TO ESTABLISH THE RULE OF TRUTH IN THE CHURCH, THAT THERE IS ONE ALMIGHTY GOD, WHO MADE ALL THINGS BY HIS WORD, BOTH VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE; SHOWING AT THE SAME TIME, THAT BY THE WORD, THROUGH WHOM GOD MADE THE CREATION, HE ALSO BESTOWED SALVATION ON THE MEN INCLUDED IN THE CREATION; THUS COMMENCED HIS TEACHING IN THE GOSPEL: "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD. THE SAME WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD. ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOTHING MADE.(5) WHAT WAS MADE WAS LIFE IN HIM, AND THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN. AND THE LIGHT SHINETH IN DARKNESS, AND THE DARKNESS COMPREHENDED IT NOT."(6) "ALL THINGS," HE SAYS, "WERE MADE BY HIM;" THEREFORE IN "ALL THINGS" THIS CREATION OF OURS IS [INCLUDED], FOR WE CANNOT CONCEDE TO THESE MEN THAT [THE WORDS] "ALL THINGS" ARE SPOKEN IN REFERENCE TO THOSE WITHIN THEIR PLEROMA. FOR IF THEIR PLEROMA DO INDEED CONTAIN THESE, THIS CREATION, AS BEING SUCH, IS NOT OUTSIDE, AS I HAVE DEMONSTRATED IN THE PRECEDING BOOK;(7) BUT IF THEY ARE OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA, WHICH INDEED APPEARED IMPOSSIBLE, IT FOLLOWS, IN THAT CASE, THAT THEIR PLEROMA CANNOT BE "ALL THINGS:" THEREFORE THIS VAST CREATION IS NOT OUTSIDE [THE PLEROMA]. 
2. JOHN, HOWEVER, DOES HIMSELF PUT THIS MATTER BEYOND ALL CONTROVERSY ON OUR PART, WHEN HE SAYS, "HE WAS IN THIS WORLD, AND THE WORLD WAS MADE BY HIM, AND THE WORLD KNEW HIM NOT. HE CAME UNTO HIS OWN [THINGS], AND HIS OWN [PEOPLE] RECEIVED HIM NOT."(8) BUT ACCORDING TO MARCION, AND THOSE LIKE HIM, NEITHER WAS THE WORLD MADE BY HIM; NOR DID HE COME TO HIS OWN THINGS, BUT TO THOSE OF ANOTHER. AND, ACCORDING TO CERTAIN OF THE GNOSTICS, THIS WORLD WAS MADE BY ANGELS, AND NOT BY THE WORD OF GOD. BUT ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS, THE WORLD WAS NOT MADE BY HIM, BUT BY THE DEMIURGE. FOR HE (SOTER) CAUSED SUCH SIMILITUDES TO BE MADE, AFTER THE PATTERN OF THINGS ABOVE, AS THEY ALLEGE; BUT THE DEMIURGE ACCOMPLISHED THE WORK OF CREATION. FOR THEY SAY THAT HE, THE LORD AND CREATOR OF THE PLAN OF CREATION, BY WHOM THEY HOLD THAT THIS WORLD WAS MADE, WAS PRODUCED FROM THE MOTHER; WHILE THE GOSPEL AFFIRMS PLAINLY, THAT BY THE WORD, WHICH WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD, ALL THINGS WERE MADE, WHICH WORD, HE SAYS, "WAS MADE FLESH, AND DWELT AMONG US."(9) 
3. BUT, ACCORDING TO THESE MEN, NEITHER WAS THE WORD MADE FLESH, NOR CHRIST, NOR THE SAVIOUR (SOTER), WHO WAS PRODUCED FROM [THE JOINT CONTRIBUTIONS OF] ALL [THE AEONS]. FOR THEY WILL HAVE IT, THAT THE WORD AND CHRIST NEVER CAME INTO THIS WORLD; THAT THE SAVIOUR, TOO, NEVER BECAME INCARNATE, NOR SUFFERED, BUT THAT HE DESCENDED LIKE A DOVE UPON THE DISPENSATIONAL JESUS; AND THAT, AS SOON AS HE HAD DECLARED THE UNKNOWN FATHER, HE DID AGAIN ASCEND INTO THE PLEROMA. SOME, HOWEVER, MAKE THE ASSERTION, THAT THIS DISPENSATIONAL JESUS DID BECOME INCARNATE, AND SUFFERED, WHOM THEY REPRESENT AS HAVING PASSED THROUGH MARY JUST AS WATER THROUGH A TUBE; BUT OTHERS ALLEGE HIM TO BE THE SON OF THE DEMIURGE, UPON WHOM THE DISPENSATIONAL JESUS DESCENDED; WHILE OTHERS, AGAIN, SAY THAT JESUS WAS BORN FROM JOSEPH AND MARY, AND THAT THE CHRIST FROM ABOVE DESCENDED UPON HIM, BEING WITHOUT FLESH, AND IMPASSIBLE. BUT ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF NO ONE OF THE HERETICS WAS THE WORD OF GOD MADE FLESH. FOR IF ANY ONE CAREFULLY EXAMINES THE SYSTEMS OF THEM ALL, HE WILL FIND THAT THE WORD OF GOD IS BROUGHT IN BY ALL OF THEM AS NOT HAVING BECOME INCARNATE (SINE CARNE) AND IMPASSIBLE, AS IS ALSO THE CHRIST FROM ABOVE. OTHERS CONSIDER HIM TO HAVE BEEN MANIFESTED AS A TRANSFIGURED MAN; BUT THEY MAINTAIN HIM TO HAVE BEEN NEITHER BORN NOR TO HAVE BECOME INCARNATE; WHILST OTHERS [HOLD] THAT HE DID NOT ASSUME A HUMAN FORM AT ALL, BUT THAT, AS A DOVE, HE DID DESCEND UPON THAT JESUS WHO WAS BORN FROM MARY. THEREFORE, THE LORD'S DISCIPLE, POINTING THEM ALL OUT AS FALSE WITNESSES, SAYS, "AND THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH, AND DWELT AMONG US."(1) 
4. AND THAT WE MAY NOT HAVE TO ASK, OF WHAT GOD WAS THE WORD MADE FLESH? HE DOES HIMSELF PREVIOUSLY TEACH US, SAYING, "THERE WAS A MAN SENT FROM GOD, WHOSE NAME WAS JOHN. THE SAME CAME AS A WITNESS, THAT HE MIGHT BEAR WITNESS OF THAT LIGHT. HE WAS NOT THAT LIGHT, BUT [CAME] THAT HE MIGHT TESTIFY OF THE LIGHT."(2) BY WHAT GOD, THEN, WAS JOHN, THE FORERUNNER, WHO TESTIFIES OF THE LIGHT, SENT [INTO THE WORLD]? TRULY IT WAS BY HIM, OF WHOM GABRIEL IS THE ANGEL, WHO ALSO ANNOUNCED THE GLAD TIDINGS OF HIS BIRTH: [THAT GOD] WHO ALSO HAD PROMISED BY THE PROPHETS THAT HE WOULD SEND HIS MESSENGER BEFORE THE FACE OF HIS SON,(3) WHO SHOULD PREPARE HIS WAY, THAT IS, THAT HE SHOULD BEAR WITNESS OF THAT LIGHT IN THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIAS.(4) BUT, AGAIN, OF WHAT GOD WAS ELIAS THE SERVANT AND THE PROPHET? OF HIM WHO MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH,(5) AS HE DOES HIMSELF CONFESS. JOHN, THEREFORE, HAVING BEEN SENT BY THE FOUNDER AND MAKER OF THIS WORLD, HOW COULD HE TESTIFY OF THAT LIGHT, WHICH CAME DOWN FROM THINGS UNSPEAKABLE AND INVISIBLE? FOR ALL THE HERETICS HAVE DECIDED THAT THE DEMIURGE WAS IGNORANT OF THAT POWER ABOVE HIM, WHOSE WITNESS AND HERALD JOHN IS FOUND TO BE. WHEREFORE THE LORD SAID THAT HE DEEMED HIM "MORE THAN A PROPHET."(6) FOR ALL THE OTHER PROPHETS PREACHED THE ADVENT OF THE PATERNAL LIGHT, AND DESIRED TO BE WORTHY OF SEEING HIM WHOM THEY PREACHED; BUT JOHN DID BOTH ANNOUNCE [THE ADVENT] BEFOREHAND, IN A LIKE MANNER AS DID THE OTHERS, AND ACTUALLY SAW HIM WHEN HE CAME, AND POINTED HIM OUT, AND PERSUADED MANY TO BELIEVE ON HIM, SO THAT HE DID HIMSELF HOLD THE PLACE OF BOTH PROPHET AND APOSTLE. FOR THIS IS TO BE MORE THAN A PROPHET, BECAUSE, "FIRST APOSTLES, SECONDARILY PROPHETS; "(7) BUT ALL THINGS FROM ONE AND THE SAME GOD HIMSELF. 
5. THAT WINE,(8) WHICH WAS PRODUCED BY GOD IN A VINEYARD, AND WHICH WAS FIRST CONSUMED, WAS GOOD. NONE(9) OF THOSE WHO DRANK OF IT FOUND FAULT WITH IT; AND THE LORD PARTOOK OF IT ALSO. BUT THAT WINE WAS BETTER WHICH THE WORD MADE FROM WATER, ON THE MOMENT, AND SIMPLY FOR THE USE OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN CALLED TO THE MARRIAGE. FOR ALTHOUGH THE LORD HAD THE POWER TO SUPPLY WINE TO THOSE FEASTING, INDEPENDENTLY OF ANY CREATED SUBSTANCE, AND TO FILL WITH FOOD THOSE WHO WERE HUNGRY, HE DID NOT ADOPT THIS COURSE; BUT, TAKING THE LOAVES WHICH THE EARTH HAD PRODUCED, AND GIVING THANKS,(10) AND ON THE OTHER OCCASION MAKING WATER WINE, HE SATISFIED THOSE WHO WERE RECLINING [AT TABLE], AND GAVE DRINK TO THOSE WHO HAD BEEN INVITED TO THE MARRIAGE; SHOWING THAT THE GOD WHO MADE THE EARTH, AND COMMANDED IT TO BRING FORTH FRUIT, WHO ESTABLISHED THE WATERS, AND BROUGHT FORTH THE FOUNTAINS, WAS HE WHO IN THESE LAST TIMES BESTOWED UPON MANKIND, BY HIS SON, THE BLESSING OF FOOD AND THE FAVOUR OF DRINK: THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE [ACTING THUS] BY MEANS OF THE COMPREHENSIBLE, AND THE INVISIBLE BY THE VISIBLE; SINCE THERE IS NONE BEYOND HIM, BUT HE EXISTS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER. 
6. FOR "NO MAN," HE SAYS, "HATH SEEN GOD AT ANY TIME," UNLESS "THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, WHICH IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, HE HATH DECLARED [HIM]."(11) FOR HE, THE SON WHO IS IN HIS BOSOM, DECLARES TO ALL THE FATHER WHO IS INVISIBLE. WHEREFORE THEY KNOW HIM TO WHOM THE SON REVEALS HIM; AND AGAIN, THE FATHER, BY MEANS OF THE SON, GIVES KNOWLEDGE OF HIS SON TO THOSE WHO LOVE HIM. BY WHOM ALSO NATHANAEL, BEING TAUGHT, RECOGNIZED [HIM], HE TO WHOM ALSO THE LORD BARE WITNESS, THAT HE WAS "AN ISRAELITE INDEED, IN WHOM WAS NO GUILE."(12) THE ISRAELITE RECOGNIZED HIS KING, THEREFORE DID HE CRY OUT TO HIM, "RABBI, THOU ART THE SON OF GOD, THOU ART THE KING OF ISRAEL." BY WHOM ALSO PETER, HAVING BEEN TAUGHT, RECOGNIZED CHRIST AS THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD, WHEN [GOD] SAID, "BEHOLD MY DEARLY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED: I WILL PUT MY SPIRIT UPON HIM, AND HE SHALL SHOW JUDGMENT TO THE GENTILES. HE SHALL NOT STRIVE, NOR CRY; NEITHER SHALL ANY MAN HEAR HIS VOICE IN THE STREETS. A BRUISED REED SHALL HE NOT BREAK, AND SMOKING FLAX SHALL HE NOT QUENCH, UNTIL HE SEND FORTH JUDGMENT INTO CONTENTION ;(1) AND IN HIS NAME SHALL THE GENTILES TRUST."(2) 
7. SUCH, THEN, ARE THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL: THAT THERE IS ONE GOD, THE MAKER OF THIS UNIVERSE; HE WHO WAS ALSO ANNOUNCED BY THE PROPHETS, AND WHO BY MOSES SET FORTH THE DISPENSATION OF THE LAW, [PRINCIPLES] WHICH PROCLAIM THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND IGNORE ANY OTHER GOD OR FATHER EXCEPT HIM. SO, FIRM IS THE GROUND UPON WHICH THESE GOSPELS REST, THAT THE VERY HERETICS THEMSELVES BEAR WITNESS TO THEM, AND, STARTING FROM THESE [DOCUMENTS], EACH ONE OF THEM ENDEAVORS TO ESTABLISH HIS OWN PECULIAR DOCTRINE. FOR THE EBIONITES, WHO USE MATTHEW'S GOSPEL(3) ONLY, ARE CONFUTED OUT OF THIS VERY SAME, MAKING FALSE SUPPOSITIONS WITH REGARD TO THE LORD. BUT MARCION, MUTILATING THAT ACCORDING TO LUKE, IS PROVED TO BE A BLASPHEMER OF THE ONLY EXISTING GOD, FROM THOSE [PASSAGES] WHICH HE STILL RETAINS. THOSE, AGAIN, WHO SEPARATE JESUS FROM CHRIST, ALLEGING THAT CHRIST REMAINED IMPASSIBLE, BUT THAT IT WAS JESUS WHO SUFFERED, PREFERRING THE GOSPEL BY MARK, IF THEY READ IT WITH A LOVE OF TRUTH, MAY HAVE THEIR ERRORS RECTIFIED. THOSE, MOREOVER, WHO FOLLOW VALENTINUS, MAKING COPIOUS USE OF THAT ACCORDING TO JOHN, TO ILLUSTRATE THEIR CONJUNCTIONS, SHALL BE PROVED TO BE TOTALLY IN ERROR BY MEANS OF THIS VERY GOSPEL, AS I HAVE SHOWN IN THE FIRST BOOK. SINCE, THEN, OUR OPPONENTS DO BEAR TESTIMONY TO US, AND MAKE USE OF THESE [DOCUMENTS], OUR PROOF DERIVED FROM THEM IS FIRM AND TRUE. 
8. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE THAT THE GOSPELS CAN BE EITHER MORE OR FEWER IN NUMBER THAN THEY ARE. FOR, SINCE THERE ARE FOUR ZONES OF THE WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE, AND FOUR PRINCIPAL WINDS,(4) WHILE THE CHURCH IS SCATTERED THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD, AND THE "PILLAR AND GROUND"(5) OF THE CHURCH IS THE GOSPEL AND THE SPIRIT OF LIFE; IT IS FITTING THAT SHE SHOULD HAVE FOUR PILLARS, BREATHING OUT IMMORTALITY ON EVERY SIDE, AND VIVIFYING MEN AFRESH. FROM WHICH FACT, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE WORD, THE ARTIFICER OF ALL, HE THAT SITTETH UPON THE CHERUBIM, AND CONTAINS ALL THINGS, HE WHO WAS MANIFESTED TO MEN, HAS GIVEN US THE GOSPEL UNDER FOUR ASPECTS, BUT BOUND TOGETHER BY ONE SPIRIT. AS ALSO DAVID SAYS, WHEN ENTREATING HIS MANIFESTATION, "THOU THAT SITTEST BETWEEN THE CHERUBIM, SHINE FORTH."(6) FOR THE CHERUBIM, TOO, WERE FOUR-FACED, AND THEIR FACES WERE IMAGES OF THE DISPENSATION OF THE SON OF GOD. FOR, [AS THE SCRIPTURE] SAYS, "THE FIRST LIVING CREATURE WAS LIKE A LION,"(7) SYMBOLIZING HIS EFFECTUAL WORKING, HIS LEADERSHIP, AND ROYAL POWER; THE SECOND [LIVING CREATURE] WAS LIKE A CALF, SIGNIFYING [HIS] SACRIFICIAL AND SACERDOTAL ORDER; BUT "THE THIRD HAD, AS IT WERE, THE FACE AS OF A MAN,"--AN EVIDENT DESCRIPTION OF HIS ADVENT AS A HUMAN BEING; "THE FOURTH WAS LIKE A FLYING EAGLE," POINTING OUT THE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT HOVERING WITH HIS WINGS OVER THE CHURCH. AND THEREFORE, THE GOSPELS ARE IN ACCORD WITH THESE THINGS, AMONG WHICH CHRIST JESUS IS SEATED. FOR THAT ACCORDING TO JOHN RELATES HIS ORIGINAL, EFFECTUAL, AND GLORIOUS GENERATION FROM THE FATHER, THUS DECLARING, "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD."(8) ALSO, "ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOTHING MADE." FOR THIS REASON, TOO, IS THAT GOSPEL FULL OF ALL CONFIDENCE, FOR SUCH IS HIS PERSON.(9) BUT THAT ACCORDING TO LUKE, TAKING UP [HIS] PRIESTLY CHARACTER, COMMENCED WITH ZACHARIAS THE PRIEST OFFERING SACRIFICE TO GOD. FOR NOW WAS MADE READY THE FATTED CALF, ABOUT TO BE IMMOLATED FOR(10) THE FINDING AGAIN OF THE YOUNGER SON. MATTHEW, AGAIN, RELATES HIS GENERATION AS A MAN, SAYING, "THE BOOK OF THE GENERATION OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF DAVID, THE SON OF ABRAHAM;"(11) AND ALSO, "THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST WAS ON THIS WISE." THIS, THEN, IS THE GOSPEL OF HIS HUMANITY;(12) FOR WHICH REASON IT IS, TOO, THAT [THE CHARACTER OF] A HUMBLE AND MEEK MAN IS KEPT UP THROUGH THE WHOLE GOSPEL. MARK, ON THE OTHER HAND, COMMENCES WITH [A REFERENCE TO] THE PROPHETICAL SPIRIT COMING DOWN FROM ON HIGH TO MEN, SAYING, "THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN ESAIAS THE PROPHET,"--POINTING TO THE WINGED ASPECT OF THE GOSPEL; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT HE MADE A COMPENDIOUS AND CURSORY NARRATIVE, FOR SUCH IS THE PROPHETICAL CHARACTER. AND THE WORD OF GOD HIMSELF USED TO CONVERSE WITH THE ANTE-MOSAIC PATRIARCHS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS DIVINITY AND GLORY; BUT FOR THOSE UNDER THE LAW HE INSTITUTED A SACERDOTAL AND LITURGICAL SERVICE.(1) AFTERWARDS, BEING MADE MAN FOR US, HE SENT THE GIFT OF THE CELESTIAL SPIRIT OVER ALL THE EARTH, PROTECTING US WITH HIS WINGS. SUCH, THEN, AS WAS THE COURSE FOLLOWED BY THE SON OF GOD, SO WAS ALSO THE FORM OF THE LIVING CREATURES; AND SUCH AS WAS THE FORM OF THE LIVING CREATURES, SO WAS ALSO THE CHARACTER OF THE GOSPEL.(2) FOR THE LIVING CREATURES ARE QUADRIFORM, AND THE GOSPEL IS QUADRIFORM, AS IS ALSO THE COURSE FOLLOWED BY THE LORD. FOR THIS REASON, WERE FOUR PRINCIPAL (KAQOLIKAI) COVENANTS GIVEN TO THE HUMAN RACE:(3) ONE, PRIOR TO THE DELUGE, UNDER ADAM; THE SECOND, THAT AFTER THE DELUGE, UNDER NOAH; THE THIRD, THE GIVING OF THE LAW, UNDER MOSES; THE FOURTH, THAT WHICH RENOVATES MAN, AND SUMS UP ALL THINGS IN ITSELF BY MEANS OF THE GOSPEL, RAISING AND BEARING MEN UPON HEAVENLY KINGDOM. ITS WINGS INTO THE… 
9. THESE THINGS BEING SO, ALL WHO DESTROY THE FORM OF THE GOSPEL ARE VAIN, UNLEARNED, AND ALSO AUDACIOUS; THOSE, [I MEAN,] WHO REPRESENT THE ASPECTS OF THE GOSPEL AS BEING EITHER MORE IN NUMBER THAN AS AFORESAID, OR, ON THE OTHER HAND, FEWER. THE FORMER CLASS [DO SO], THAT THEY MAY SEEM TO HAVE DISCOVERED MORE THAN IS OF THE TRUTH; THE LATTER, THAT THEY MAY SET THE DISPENSATIONS OF GOD ASIDE. FOR MARCION, REJECTING THE ENTIRE GOSPEL, YEA RATHER, CUTTING HIMSELF OFF FROM THE GOSPEL, BOASTS THAT HE HAS PART IN THE [BLESSINGS OF] THE GOSPEL.(4) OTHERS, AGAIN (THE MONTANISTS), THAT THEY MAY SET AT NOUGHT THE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH IN THE LATTER TIMES HAS BEEN, BY THE GOOD PLEASURE OF THE FATHER, POURED OUT UPON THE HUMAN RACE, DO NOT ADMIT THAT ASPECT [OF THE EVANGELICAL DISPENSATION] PRESENTED BY JOHN'S GOSPEL, IN WHICH THE LORD PROMISED THAT HE WOULD SEND THE PARACLETE;(5) BUT SET ASIDE AT ONCE BOTH THE GOSPEL AND THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT. WRETCHED MEN INDEED! WHO WISH TO BE PSEUDO- PROPHETS, FORSOOTH, BUT WHO SET ASIDE THE GIFT OF PROPHECY FROM THE CHURCH; ACTING LIKE THOSE (THE ENCRATITAE)(6) WHO, ON ACCOUNT OF SUCH AS COME IN HYPOCRISY, HOLD THEMSELVES ALOOF FROM THE COMMUNION OF THE BRETHREN. WE MUST CONCLUDE, MOREOVER, THAT THESE MEN (THE MONTANISTS) CAN NOT ADMIT THE APOSTLE PAUL EITHER. FOR, IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS,(7) HE SPEAKS EXPRESSLY OF PROPHETICAL GIFTS, AND RECOGNIZES MEN AND WOMEN PROPHESYING IN THE CHURCH. SINNING, THEREFORE, IN ALL THESE PARTICULARS, AGAINST THE SPIRIT OF GOD,(8) THEY FALL INTO THE IRREMISSIBLE SIN. BUT THOSE WHO ARE FROM VALENTINUS, BEING, ON THE OTHER HAND, ALTOGETHER RECKLESS, WHILE THEY PUT FORTH THEIR OWN COMPOSITIONS, BOAST THAT THEY POSSESS MORE GOSPELS THAN THERE REALLY ARE. INDEED, THEY HAVE ARRIVED AT SUCH A PITCH OF AUDACITY, AS TO ENTITLE THEIR COMPARATIVELY RECENT WRITING "THE GOSPEL OF TRUTH," THOUGH IT AGREES IN NOTHING WITH THE GOSPELS OF THE APOSTLES, SO THAT THEY HAVE REALLY NO GOSPEL WHICH IS NOT FULL OF BLASPHEMY. FOR IF WHAT THEY HAVE PUBLISHED IS THE GOSPEL OF TRUTH, AND YET IS TOTALLY UNLIKE THOSE WHICH HAVE BEEN HANDED DOWN TO US FROM THE APOSTLES, ANY WHO PLEASE MAY LEARN, AS IS SHOWN FROM THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES, THAT THAT WHICH HAS BEEN HANDED DOWN FROM THE APOSTLES CAN NO LONGER BE RECKONED THE GOSPEL OF TRUTH. BUT THAT THESE GOSPELS ALONE ARE TRUE AND RELIABLE, AND ADMIT NEITHER AN INCREASE NOR DIMINUTION OF THE AFORESAID NUMBER, I HAVE PROVED BY SO MANY AND SUCH [ARGUMENTS]. FOR, SINCE GOD MADE ALL THINGS IN DUE PROPORTION AND ADAPTATION, IT WAS FIT ALSO THAT THE OUTWARD ASPECT OF THE GOSPEL SHOULD BE WELL ARRANGED AND HARMONIZED. THE OPINION OF THOSE MEN, THEREFORE, WHO HANDED THE GOSPEL DOWN TO US, HAVING BEEN INVESTIGATED, FROM THEIR VERY FOUNTAINHEADS, LET US PROCEED ALSO TO THE REMAINING APOSTLES, AND INQUIRE INTO THEIR DOCTRINE WITH REGARD TO GOD; THEN, IN DUE COURSE WE SHALL LISTEN TO THE VERY WORDS OF THE LORD. 
CHAP. XII. --DOCTRINE OF THE REST OF THE APOSTLES. 
1. THE APOSTLE PETER, THEREFORE, AFTER THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD, AND HIS ASSUMPTION INTO THE HEAVENS, BEING DESIROUS OF FILLING UP THE NUMBER OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES, AND IN ELECTING INTO THE PLACE OF JUDAS ANY SUBSTITUTE WHO SHOULD BE CHOSEN BY GOD, THUS ADDRESSED THOSE WHO WERE PRESENT: "MEN [AND] BRETHREN, THIS SCRIPTURE MUST NEEDS HAVE BEEN FULFILLED, WHICH THE HOLY GHOST, BY THE MOUTH OF DAVID, SPOKE BEFORE CONCERNING JUDAS, WHICH WAS MADE GUIDE TO THEM THAT TOOK JESUS. FOR HE WAS NUMBERED WITH US:(9) ... LET HIS HABITATION BE DESOLATE, AND LET NO MAN DWELL THEREIN;(1) AND, HIS BISHOP-RICK LET ANOTHER TAKE;"(2)--THUS LEADING TO THE COMPLETION OF THE APOSTLES, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS SPOKEN BY DAVID. AGAIN, WHEN THE HOLY GHOST HAD DESCENDED UPON THE DISCIPLES, THAT THEY ALL MIGHT PROPHESY AND SPEAK WITH TONGUES, AND SOME MOCKED THEM, AS IF DRUNKEN WITH NEW WINE, PETER SAID THAT THEY WERE NOT DRUNKEN, FOR IT WAS THE THIRD HOUR OF THE DAY; BUT THAT THIS WAS WHAT HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY THE PROPHET: "IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THE LAST DAYS, SAITH GOD, I WILL POUR OUT OF MY SPIRIT UPON ALL FLESH, AND THEY SHALL PROPHESY."(3) THE GOD, THEREFORE, WHO DID PROMISE BY THE PROPHET, THAT HE WOULD SEND HIS SPIRIT UPON THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE, WAS HE WHO DID SEND; AND GOD HIMSELF IS ANNOUNCED BY PETER AS HAVING FULFILLED HIS OWN PROMISE. 
2. FOR PETER SAID, "YE MEN OF ISRAEL, HEAR MY WORDS; JESUS OF NAZARETH, A MAN APPROVED BY GOD AMONG YOU BY POWERS, AND WONDERS, AND SIGNS, WHICH GOD DID BY HIM IN THE MIDST OF YOU, AS YE YOURSELVES ALSO KNOW: HIM, BEING DELIVERED BY THE DETERMINED COUNSEL AND FOREKNOWLEDGE OF GOD, BY THE HANDS OF WICKED MEN YE HAVE SLAIN, AFFIXING [TO THE CROSS]: WHOM GOD HATH RAISED UP, HAVING LOOSED THE PAINS OF DEATH; BECAUSE IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE THAT HE SHOULD BE HOLDEN OF THEM. FOR DAVID SPEAKETH CONCERNING HIM,(4) I FORESAW THE LORD ALWAYS BEFORE MY FACE; FOR HE IS ON MY RIGHT HAND, LEST I SHOULD BE MOVED: THEREFORE DID MY HEART REJOICE, AND MY TONGUE WAS GLAD; MOREOVER ALSO, MY FLESH SHALL REST IN HOPE: BECAUSE THOU WILT NOT LEAVE MY SOUL IN HELL, NEITHER WILT THOU GIVE THY HOLY ONE TO SEE CORRUPTION."(5) THEN HE PROCEEDS TO SPEAK CONFIDENTLY TO THEM CONCERNING THE PATRIARCH DAVID, THAT HE WAS DEAD AND BURIED, AND THAT HIS SEPULCHER IS WITH THEM TO THIS DAY. HE SAID, "BUT SINCE HE WAS A PROPHET, AND KNEW THAT GOD HAD SWORN WITH AN OATH TO HIM, THAT OF THE FRUIT OF HIS BODY ONE SHOULD SIT IN HIS THRONE; FORESEEING THIS, HE SPOKE OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST, THAT HE WAS NOT LEFT IN HELL, NEITHER DID HIS FLESH SEE CORRUPTION. THIS JESUS," HE SAID, "HATH GOD RAISED UP, OF WHICH WE ALL ARE WITNESSES: WHO, BEING EXALTED BY THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, RECEIVING FROM THE FATHER THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY GHOST, HATH SHED FORTH THIS GIFT(6) WHICH YE NOW SEE AND HEAR. FOR DAVID HAS NOT ASCENDED INTO THE HEAVENS; BUT HE SAITH HIMSELF, THE LORD SAID UNTO MY LORD, SIT THOU ON MY FIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE THY FOES THY FOOTSTOOL. THEREFORE, LET ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL KNOW ASSUREDLY, THAT GOD HATH MADE [THAT SAME JESUS, WHOM YE HAVE CRUCIFIED, BOTH LORD AND CHRIST."(7) AND WHEN THE MULTITUDES EXCLAIMED, "WHAT SHALL WE DO THEN?" PETER SAYS TO THEM, "REPENT, AND BE BAPTIZED EVERY ONE OF YOU IN THE NAME OF JESUS FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS, AND YE SHALL RECEIVE THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST."(8) THUS THE APOSTLES DID NOT PREACH ANOTHER GOD, OR ANOTHER FULNESS; NOR, THAT THE CHRIST WHO SUFFERED AND ROSE AGAIN WAS ONE, WHILE HE WHO FLEW OFF ON HIGH WAS ANOTHER, AND REMAINED IMPOSSIBLE; BUT THAT THERE WAS ONE AND THE SAME GOD THE FATHER, AND CHRIST JESUS WHO ROSE FROM THE DEAD; AND THEY PREACHED FAITH IN HIM, TO THOSE WHO DID NOT BELIEVE ON THE SON OF GOD, AND EXHORTED THEM OUT OF THE PROPHETS, THAT THE CHRIST WHOM GOD PROMISED TO SEND, HE SENT IN JESUS, WHOM THEY CRUCIFIED AND GOD RAISED UP. 
3. AGAIN, WHEN PETER, ACCOMPANIED BY JOHN, HAD LOOKED UPON THE MAN LAME FROM HIS BIRTH, BEFORE THAT GATE OF THE TEMPLE WHICH IS CALLED BEAUTIFUL, SITTING AND SEEKING ALMS, HE SAID TO HIM, "SILVER AND GOLD I HAVE NONE; BUT SUCH AS I HAVE GIVEN I THEE: IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST OF NAZARETH, RISE UP AND WALK. AND IMMEDIATELY HIS LEGS AND HIS FEET RECEIVED STRENGTH; AND HE WALKED, AND ENTERED WITH THEM INTO THE TEMPLE, WALKING, AND LEAPING, AND PRAISING GOD."(9) THEN, WHEN A MULTITUDE HAD GATHERED AROUND THEM FROM ALL QUARTERS BECAUSE OF THIS UNEXPECTED DEED, PETER ADDRESSED THEM: "YE MEN OF ISRAEL, WHY MARVEL YE AT THIS; OR WHY LOOK YE SO EARNESTLY ON US, AS THOUGH BY OUR OWN POWER WE HAD MADE THIS MAN TO WALK? THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB, THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS, HATH GLORIFIED HIS SON, WHOM YE DELIVERED UP FOR JUDGMENT,(10) AND DENIED IN THE PRESENCE OF PILATE, WHEN HE WISHED TO LET HIM GO. BUT YE WERE BITTERLY SET AGAINST(10) THE HOLY ONE AND THE JUST, AND DESIRED A MURDERER TO BE GRANTED UNTO YOU; BUT YE KILLED THE PRINCE OF LIFE, WHOM GOD HATH RAISED FROM THE DEAD, WHEREOF WE ARE WITNESSES. AND IN THE FAITH OF HIS NAME, HIM, WHOM YE SEE AND KNOW, HATH HIS NAME MADE STRONG; YEA, THE FAITH WHICH IS BY HIM, HATH GIVEN HIM THIS PERFECT SOUNDNESS IN THE PRESENCE OF YOU ALL. AND NOW, BRETHREN, I WOT THAT THROUGH IGNORANCE YE DID THIS WICKEDNESS.(10) ... BUT THOSE THINGS WHICH GOD BEFORE HAD SHOWED BY THE MOUTH OF ALL THE PROPHETS, THAT HIS CHRIST SHOULD SUFFER, HE HATH SO FULFILLED. REPENT YE THEREFORE, AND BE CONVERTED, THAT YOUR SINS MAY BE BLOTTED OUT, AND THAT(11) THE TIMES OF REFRESHING MAY COME TO YOU FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD; AND HE SHALL SEND JESUS CHRIST, PREPARED FOR YOU BEFOREHAND,(1) WHOM THE HEAVEN MUST INDEED RECEIVE UNTIL THE TIMES OF THE ARRANGEMENT(2) OF ALL THINGS, OF WHICH GOD HATH SPOKEN BY HIS HOLY PROPHETS. FOR MOSES TRULY SAID UNTO OUR FATHERS, YOUR LORD GOD SHALL RAISE UP TO YOU A PROPHET FROM YOUR BRETHREN, LIKE UNTO ME; HIM SHALL YE HEAR IN ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER HE SHALL SAY UNTO YOU. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT EVERY SOUL, WHOSOEVER WILL NOT HEAR THAT PROPHET, SHALL BE DESTROYED FROM AMONG THE PEOPLE. AND ALL [THE PROPHETS] FROM SAMUEL, AND HENCEFORTH, AS MANY AS HAVE SPOKEN, HAVE LIKEWISE FORETOLD OF THESE DAYS. YE ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE PROPHETS, AND OF THE COVENANT WHICH GOD MADE WITH OUR FATHERS, SAYING UNTO ABRAHAM, AND IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE KINDREDS OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED. UNTO YOU FIRST, GOD, HAVING RAISED UP HIS SON, SENT HIM BLESSING YOU, THAT EACH MAY TURN HIMSELF FROM HIS INIQUITIES."(3) PETER, TOGETHER WITH JOHN, PREACHED TO THEM THIS PLAIN MESSAGE OF GLAD TIDINGS, THAT THE PROMISE WHICH GOD MADE TO THE FATHERS HAD BEEN FULFILLED BY JESUS; NOT CERTAINLY PROCLAIMING ANOTHER GOD, BUT THE SON OF GOD, WHO ALSO WAS MADE MAN, AND SUFFERED; THUS LEADING ISRAEL INTO KNOWLEDGE, AND THROUGH JESUS PREACHING THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD,(4) AND SHOWING, THAT WHATEVER THE PROPHETS HAD PROCLAIMED AS TO THE SUFFERING OF CHRIST, THESE HAD GOD FULFILLED. 
4. FOR THIS REASON, TOO, WHEN THE CHIEF PRIESTS WERE ASSEMBLED, PETER, FULL OF BOLDNESS, SAID TO THEM, "YE RULERS OF THE PEOPLE, AND ELDERS OF ISRAEL, IF WE THIS DAY BE EXAMINED BY YOU OF THE GOOD DEED DONE TO THE IMPOTENT MAN, BY WHAT MEANS HE HAS BEEN MADE WHOLE; BE IT KNOWN TO YOU ALL, AND TO ALL THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, THAT BY THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST OF NAZARETH, WHOM YE CRUCIFIED, WHOM GOD RAISED FROM THE DEAD, EVEN BY HIM CLOTH THIS MAN STAND HERE BEFORE YOU WHOLE. THIS IS THE STONE WHICH WAS SET AT NAUGHT OF YOU BUILDERS, WHICH IS BECOME THE HEAD-STONE OF THE CORNER. [NEITHER IS THERE SALVATION IN ANY OTHER: FOR] THERE IS NONE OTHER NAME UNDER HEAVEN, WHICH IS GIVEN TO MEN, WHEREBY WE MUST BE SAVED:"(5) THUS THE APOSTLES DID NOT CHANGE GOD, BUT PREACHED TO THE PEOPLE THAT CHRIST WAS JESUS THE CRUCIFIED ONE, WHOM THE SAME GOD THAT HAD SENT THE PROPHETS, BEING GOD HIMSELF, RAISED UP, AND GAVE IN HIM SALVATION TO MEN. 
5. THEY WERE CONFOUNDED, THEREFORE, BOTH BY THIS INSTANCE OF HEALING ("FOR THE MAN WAS ABOVE FORTY YEARS OLD ON WHOM THIS MIRACLE OF HEALING TOOK PLACE"(6)), AND BY THE DOCTRINE OF THE APOSTLES, AND BY THE EXPOSITION OF THE PROPHETS, WHEN THE CHIEF PRIESTS HAD SENT AWAY PETER AND JOHN. [THESE LATTER] RETURNED TO THE REST OF THEIR FELLOW-APOSTLES AND DISCIPLES OF THE LORD, THAT IS, TO THE CHURCH, AND RELATED WHAT HAD OCCURRED, AND HOW COURAGEOUSLY THEY HAD ACTED IN THE NAME OF JESUS. THE WHOLE CHURCH, IT IS THEN SAID, "WHEN THEY HAD HEARD THAT, LIFTED UP THE VOICE TO GOD WITH ONE ACCORD, AND SAID, LORD, THOU ART GOD, WHICH HAST MADE HEAVEN, AND EARTH, AND THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IN THEM IS; WHO, THROUGH THE HOLY GHOST,(7) BY THE MOUTH OF OUR FATHER DAVID, THY SERVANT, HAST SAID, WHY DID THE HEATHEN RAGE, AND THE PEOPLE IMAGINE VAIN THINGS? THE KINGS OF THE EARTH STOOD UP, AND THE RULERS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD, AND AGAINST HIS CHRIST. FOR OF A TRUTH, IN THIS CITY,(8) AGAINST THY HOLY SON JESUS, WHOM THOU HAST ANOINTED, BOTH HEROD AND PONTIUS PILATE, WITH THE GENTILES, AND THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, TO DO WHATSOEVER THY HAND AND THY COUNSEL DETERMINED BEFORE TO BE DONE."(9) THESE [ARE THE] VOICES OF THE CHURCH FROM WHICH EVERY CHURCH HAD ITS ORIGIN; THESE ARE THE VOICES OF THE METROPOLIS OF THE CITIZENS OF THE NEW COVENANT; THESE ARE THE VOICES OF THE APOSTLES; THESE ARE VOICES OF THE DISCIPLES OF THE LORD, THE TRULY PERFECT, WHO, AFTER THE ASSUMPTION OF THE LORD, WERE PERFECTED BY THE SPIRIT, AND CALLED UPON THE GOD WHO MADE HEAVEN, AND EARTH, AND THE SEA,--WHO WAS ANNOUNCED BY THE PROPHETS,--AND JESUS CHRIST HIS SON, WHOM GOD ANOINTED, AND WHO KNEW NO OTHER [GOD]. FOR AT THAT TIME AND PLACE THERE WAS NEITHER VALENTINUS, NOR MARCION, NOR THE REST OF THESE SUBVERTERS [OF THE TRUTH], AND THEIR ADHERENTS. WHEREFORE GOD, THE MAKER OF ALL THINGS, HEARD THEM. FOR IT IS SAID, "THE PLACE WAS SHAKEN WHERE THEY WERE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER; AND THEY WERE ALL FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST, AND THEY SPOKE THE WORD OF GOD WITH BOLDNESS"(10) TO EVERY ONE THAT WAS WILLING TO BELIEVE.(11) "AND WITH GREAT POWER," IT IS ADDED, "GAVE THE APOSTLES WITNESS OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD JESUS,"(12) SAYING TO THEM, "THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS RAISED UP JESUS, WHOM YE SEIZED AND SLEW, HANGING [HIM] UPON A BEAM OF WOOD: HIM HATH GOD RAISED UP BY HIS RIGHT HAND(13) TO BE A PRINCE AND SAVIOUR, TO GIVE REPENTANCE TO ISRAEL, AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS. AND WE ARE IN THESE WITNESSES OF THESE WORDS; AS ALSO IS THE HOLY GHOST, WHOM GOD HATH GIVEN TO THEM THAT BELIEVE IN HIM."(1) "AND DAILY," IT IS SAID, "IN THE TEMPLE, AND FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE, THEY CEASED NOT TO TEACH AND PREACH CHRIST JESUS,"(2) THE SON OF GOD. FOR THIS WAS THE KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION, WHICH RENDERS THOSE WHO ACKNOWLEDGE HIS SON'S ADVENT PERFECT TOWARDS GOD. 
6. BUT AS SOME OF THESE MEN IMPUDENTLY ASSERT THAT THE APOSTLES, WHEN PREACHING AMONG THE JEWS, COULD NOT DECLARE TO THEM ANOTHER GOD BESIDES HIM IN WHOM THEY (THEIR HEARERS(3)) BELIEVED, WE SAY TO THEM, THAT IF THE APOSTLES USED TO SPEAK TO PEOPLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPINION INSTILLED INTO THEM OF OLD, NO ONE LEARNED THE TRUTH FROM THEM, NOR, AT A MUCH EARLIER DATE, FROM THE LORD; FOR THEY SAY THAT HE DID HIMSELF SPEAK AFTER THE SAME FASHION. WHEREFORE NEITHER DO THESE MEN THEMSELVES KNOW THE TRUTH; BUT SINCE SUCH WAS THEIR OPINION REGARDING GOD, THEY HAD JUST RECEIVED DOCTRINE AS THEY WERE ABLE TO HEAR IT. ACCORDING TO THIS MANNER OF SPEAKING, THEREFORE, THE RULE OF TRUTH CAN BE WITH NOBODY; BUT ALL LEARNERS WILL ASCRIBE THIS PRACTICE TO ALL [TEACHERS], THAT JUST AS EVERY PERSON THOUGHT, AND AS FAR AS HIS CAPABILITY EXTENDED, SO WAS ALSO THE LANGUAGE ADDRESSED TO HIM. BUT THE ADVENT OF THE LORD WILL APPEAR SUPERFLUOUS AND USELESS, IF HE DID INDEED COME INTENDING TO TOLERATE AND TO PRESERVE EACH MAN'S IDEA REGARDING GOD ROOTED IN HIM FROM OF OLD. BESIDES THIS, ALSO, IT WAS A MUCH HEAVIER TASK, THAT HE WHOM THE JEWS HAD SEEN AS A MAN, AND HAD FASTENED TO THE CROSS, SHOULD BE PREACHED AS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, THEIR ETERNAL KING. SINCE THIS, HOWEVER, WAS SO, THEY CERTAINLY DID NOT SPEAK TO THEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR OLD BELIEF. FOR THEY, WHO TOLD THEM TO THEIR FACE THAT THEY WERE THE SLAYERS OF THE LORD, WOULD THEMSELVES ALSO MUCH MORE BOLDLY PREACH THAT FATHER WHO IS ABOVE THE DEMIURGE, AND NOT WHAT EACH INDIVIDUAL BID HIMSELF BELIEVE [RESPECTING GOD]; AND THE SIN WAS MUCH LESS, IF INDEED THEY HAD NOT FASTENED TO THE CROSS THE SUPERIOR SAVIOUR (TO WHOM IT BEHOOVED THEM TO ASCEND), SINCE HE WAS IMPASSIBLE. FOR, AS THEY DID NOT SPEAK TO THE GENTILES IN COMPLIANCE WITH THEIR NOTIONS, BUT TOLD THEM WITH BOLDNESS THAT THEIR GODS WERE NO GODS, BUT THE IDOLS OF DEMONS; SO, WOULD THEY IN LIKE MANNER HAVE PREACHED TO THE JEWS, IF THEY HAD KNOWN ANOTHER GREATER OR MORE PERFECT FATHER, NOT NOURISHING NOR STRENGTHENING THE UNTRUE OPINION OF THESE MEN REGARDING GOD. MOREOVER, WHILE DESTROYING THE ERROR OF THE GENTILES, AND BEARING THEM AWAY FROM THEIR GODS, THEY DID NOT CERTAINLY INDUCE ANOTHER ERROR UPON THEM; BUT, REMOVING THOSE WHICH WERE NO GODS, THEY POINTED OUT HIM WHO ALONE WAS GOD AND THE TRUE FATHER. 
7. FROM THE WORDS OF PETER, THEREFORE, WHICH HE ADDRESSED IN CAESAREA TO CORNELIUS THE CENTURION, AND THOSE GENTILES WITH HIM, TO WHOM THE WORD OF GOD WAS FIRST PREACHED, WE CAN UNDERSTAND WHAT THE APOSTLES USED TO PREACH, THE NATURE OF THEIR PREACHING, AND THEIR IDEA WITH REGARD TO GOD. FOR THIS CORNELIUS WAS, IT IS SAID, "A DEVOUT MAN, AND ONE WHO FEARED GOD WITH ALL HIS HOUSE, GIVING MUCH ALMS TO THE PEOPLE, AND PRAYING TO GOD ALWAYS. HE SAW THEREFORE, ABOUT THE NINTH HOUR OF THE DAY, AN ANGEL OF GOD COMING IN TO HIM, AND SAYING, THINE ALMS ARE COME UP FOR A MEMORIAL BEFORE GOD. WHEREFORE SEND TO SIMON, WHO IS CALLED PETER."(4) BUT WHEN PETER SAW THE VISION, IN WHICH THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAID TO HIM, "WHAT GOD HATH CLEANSED, THAT CALL NOT THOU COMMON,"(5) THIS HAPPENED [TO TEACH HIM] THAT THE GOD WHO HAD, THROUGH THE LAW, DISTINGUISHED BETWEEN CLEAN AND UNCLEAN, WAS HE WHO HAD PURIFIED THE GENTILES THROUGH THE BLOOD OF HIS SON--HE WHOM ALSO CORNELIUS WORSHIPPED; TO WHOM PETER, COMING IN, SAID, "OF A TRUTH I PERCEIVE THAT GOD IS NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS: BUT IN EVERY NATION, HE THAT FEARETH HIM, AND WORKETH RIGHTEOUSNESS, IS ACCEPTABLE TO HIM."(6) HE THUS CLEARLY INDICATES, THAT HE WHOM CORNELIUS HAD PREVIOUSLY FEARED AS GOD, OF WHOM HE HAD HEARD THROUGH THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, FOR WHOSE SAKE ALSO HE USED TO GIVE ALMS, IS, IN TRUTH, GOD. THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON WAS, HOWEVER, WANTING TO HIM; THEREFORE DID [PETER] ADD, "THE WORD, YE KNOW, WHICH WAS PUBLISHED THROUGHOUT ALL JUDEA, BEGINNING FROM GALILEE, AFTER THE BAPTISM WHICH JOHN PREACHED, JESUS OF NAZARETH, HOW GOD ANOINTED HIM WITH THE HOLY GHOST, AND WITH POWER; WHO WENT ABOUT DOING GOOD, AND HEALING ALL THAT WERE OPPRESSED OF THE DEVIL; FOR GOD WAS WITH HIM. AND WE ARE WITNESSES OF ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH HE DID BOTH IN THE LAND OF THE JEWS AND IN JERUSALEM; WHOM THEY SLEW, HANGING HIM ON A BEAM OF WOOD: HIM GOD RAISED UP THE THIRD DAY, AND SHOWED HIM OPENLY; NOT TO ALL THE PEOPLE, BUT UNTO US, WITNESSES CHOSEN BEFORE OF GOD, WHO DID EAT AND DRINK WITH HIM AFTER THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD. AND HE COMMANDED US TO PREACH UNTO THE PEOPLE, AND TO TESTIFY THAT IT IS HE WHICH WAS ORDAINED OF GOD TO BE THE JUDGE OF QUICK AND DEAD. TO HIM GIVE ALL THE PROPHETS WITNESS, THAT, THROUGH HIS NAME, EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH IN HIM DOES RECEIVE REMISSION OF SINS."(7) THE APOSTLES, THEREFORE, DID PREACH THE SON OF GOD, OF WHOM MEN WERE IGNORANT; AND HIS ADVENT, TO THOSE WHO HAD BEEN ALREADY INSTRUCTED AS TO GOD; BUT THEY DID NOT BRING IN ANOTHER GOD. FOR IF PETER HAD KNOWN ANY SUCH THING, HE WOULD HAVE PREACHED FREELY TO THE GENTILES, THAT THE GOD OF THE JEWS WAS INDEED ONE, BUT THE GOD OF THE CHRISTIANS ANOTHER; AND ALL OF THEM, DOUBTLESS, BEING AWE-STRUCK BECAUSE OF THE VISION OF THE ANGEL, WOULD HAVE BELIEVED WHATEVER HE TOLD THEM. BUT IT IS EVIDENT FROM PETER'S WORDS THAT HE DID INDEED STILL RETAIN THE GOD WHO WAS ALREADY KNOWN TO THEM; BUT HE ALSO BARE WITNESS TO THEM THAT JESUS CHRIST WAS THE SON OF GOD, THE JUDGE OF QUICK AND DEAD, INTO WHOM HE DID ALSO COMMAND THEM TO BE BAPTIZED FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS; AND NOT THIS ALONE, BUT HE WITNESSED THAT JESUS WAS HIMSELF THE SON OF GOD, WHO ALSO, HAVING BEEN ANOINTED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, IS CALLED JESUS CHRIST. AND HE IS THE SAME BEING THAT WAS BORN OF MARY, AS THE TESTIMONY OF PETER IMPLIES. CAN IT REALLY BE, THAT PETER WAS NOT AT THAT TIME AS YET IN POSSESSION OF THE PERFECT KNOWLEDGE WHICH THESE MEN DISCOVERED AFTERWARDS? ACCORDING TO THEM, THEREFORE, PETER WAS IMPERFECT, AND THE REST OF THE APOSTLES WERE IMPERFECT; AND SO, IT WOULD BE FITTING THAT THEY, COMING TO LIFE AGAIN, SHOULD BECOME DISCIPLES OF THESE MEN, IN ORDER THAT THEY TOO MIGHT BE MADE PERFECT. BUT THIS IS TRULY RIDICULOUS. THESE MEN, IN FACT, ARE PROVED TO BE NOT DISCIPLES OF THE APOSTLES, BUT OF THEIR OWN WICKED NOTIONS. TO THIS CAUSE ALSO ARE DUE THE VARIOUS OPINIONS WHICH EXIST AMONG THEM, INASMUCH AS EACH ONE ADOPTED ERROR JUST AS HE WAS CAPABLE(1) [OF EMBRACING IT]. BUT THE CHURCH THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD, HAVING ITS ORIGIN FINN FROM THE APOSTLES, PERSEVERES IN ONE AND THE SAME OPINION WITH REGARD TO GOD AND HIS SON. 
8. BUT AGAIN: WHOM DID PHILIP PREACH TO THE EUNUCH OF THE QUEEN OF THE ETHIOPIANS, RETURNING FROM JERUSALEM, AND READING ESAIAS THE PROPHET, WHEN HE AND THIS MAN WERE ALONE TOGETHER? WAS IT NOT HE OF WHOM THE PROPHET SPOKE: "HE WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO THE SLAUGHTER, AND AS A LAMB DUMB BEFORE THE SHEARER, SO HE OPENED NOT THE MONTH?" "BUT WHO SHALL DECLARE HIS NATIVITY? FOR HIS LIFE SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY FROM THE EARTH."(2) [PHILIP DECLARED] THAT THIS WAS JESUS, AND THAT THE SCRIPTURE WAS FULFILLED IN HIM; AS DID ALSO THE BELIEVING EUNUCH HIMSELF: AND, IMMEDIATELY REQUESTING TO BE BAPTIZED, HE SAID, "I BELIEVE JESUS CHRIST TO BE THE SON OF GOD."(3) THIS MAN WAS ALSO SENT INTO THE REGIONS OF ETHIOPIA, TO PREACH WHAT HE HAD HIMSELF BELIEVED, THAT THERE WAS ONE GOD PREACHED BY THE PROPHETS, BUT THAT THE SON OF THIS [GOD] HAD ALREADY MADE [HIS] APPEARANCE IN HUMAN NATURE (SECUNDUM HOMINEM), AND HAD BEEN LED AS A SHEEP TO THE SLAUGHTER; AND ALL THE OTHER STATEMENTS WHICH THE PROPHETS MADE REGARDING HIM. 
9. PAUL HIMSELF ALSO--AFTER THAT THE LORD SPOKE TO HIM OUT OF HEAVEN, AND SHOWED HIM THAT, IN PERSECUTING HIS DISCIPLES, HE PERSECUTED HIS OWN LORD, AND SENT ANANIAS TO HIM THAT HE MIGHT RECOVER HIS SIGHT, AND BE BAPTIZED-"PREACHED," IT IS SAID, "JESUS IN THE SYNAGOGUES AT DAMASCUS, WITH ALL FREEDOM OF SPEECH, THAT THIS IS THE SON OF GOD, THE CHRIST."(4) THIS IS THE MYSTERY WHICH HE SAYS WAS MADE KNOWN TO HIM BY REVELATION, THAT HE WHO SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, THE SAME IS LORD OF ALL, AND KING, AND GOD, AND JUDGE, RECEIVING POWER FROM HIM WHO IS THE GOD OF ALL, BECAUSE HE BECAME "OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH, EVEN THE DEATH OF THE CROSS."(5) AND INASMUCH AS THIS IS TRUE, WHEN [PREACHING TO THE ATHENIANS ON THE AREOPAGUS--WHERE, NO JEWS BEING PRESENT, HE HAD IT IN HIS POWER TO PREACH GOD WITH FREEDOM OF SPEECH--HE SAID TO THEM: "GOD, WHO MADE THE WORLD, AND ALL THINGS THEREIN, HE, BEING LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, DWELLETH NOT IN TEMPLES MADE WITH HANDS; NEITHER IS HE TOUCHED(6) BY MEN'S HANDS, AS THOUGH HE NEEDED ANYTHING, SEEING HE GIVETH TO ALL LIFE, AND BREATH, AND ALL THINGS; WHO HATH MADE FROM ONE BLOOD THE WHOLE RACE OF MEN TO DWELL UPON THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH,(7) PREDETERMINING THE TIMES ACCORDING TO THE BOUNDARY OF THEIR HABITATION, TO SEEK THE DEITY, IF BY ANY MEANS THEY MIGHT BE ABLE TO TRACK HIM OUT, OR FIND HIM, ALTHOUGH HE BE NOT FAR FROM EACH OF US. FOR IN HIM WE LIVE, AND MOVE, AND HAVE OUR BEING, AS CERTAIN MEN OF YOUR OWN HAVE SAID, FOR WE ARE ALSO HIS OFFSPRING. INASMUCH, THEN, AS WE ARE THE OFFSPRING OF GOD, WE OUGHT NOT TO THINK THAT THE DEITY IS LIKE UNTO GOLD OR SILVER, OR STONE GRAVEN BY ART OR MAN'S DEVICE. THEREFORE GOD, WINKING AT THE TIMES OF IGNORANCE, DOES NOW COMMAND ALL MEN EVERYWHERE TO TURN TO HIM WITH REPENTANCE; BECAUSE HE HATH APPOINTED A DAY, ON WHICH THE WORLD SHALL BE JUDGED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS BY THE MAN JESUS; WHEREOF HE HATH GIVEN ASSURANCE BY RAISING, HIM FROM THE DEAD."(8) NOW IN THIS PASSAGE HE DOES NOT ONLY DECLARE TO THEM GOD AS THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD, NO JEWS BEING PRESENT, BUT THAT HE DID ALSO MAKE ONE RACE OF MEN TO DWELL UPON ALL THE EARTH; AS ALSO MOSES DECLARED: "WHEN THE MOST HIGH DIVIDED THE NATIONS, AS HE SCATTERED THE SONS OF ADAM, HE SET THE BOUNDS OF THE NATIONS AFTER THE NUMBER OF THE ANGELS OF GOD;"(9) BUT THAT PEOPLE WHICH BELIEVES IN GOD IS NOT NOW UNDER THE POWER OF ANGELS, BUT UNDER THE LORD'S [RULE]. "FOR HIS PEOPLE JACOB WAS MADE THE PORTION OF THE LORD, ISRAEL THE CORD OF HIS INHERITANCE."(1) AND AGAIN, AT LYSTRA OF LYCIA (LYCAONIA), WHEN PAUL WAS WITH BARNABAS, AND IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST HAD MADE A MAN TO WALK WHO HAD BEEN LAME FROM HIS BIRTH, AND WHEN THE CROWD WISHED TO HONOUR THEM AS GODS BECAUSE OF THE ASTONISHING DEED, HE SAID TO THEM: "WE ARE MEN LIKE UNTO YOU, PREACHING TO YOU GOD, THAT YE MAY BE TURNED AWAY FROM THESE VAIN IDOLS TO [SERVE] THE LIVING GOD, WHO MADE HEAVEN, AND EARTH, AND THE SEA, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE THEREIN; WHO IN TIMES PAST SUFFERED ALL NATIONS TO WALK IN THEIR OWN WAYS, ALTHOUGH HE LEFT NOT HIMSELF WITHOUT WITNESS, PERFORMING ACTS OF GOODNESS, GIVING YOU RAIN FROM HEAVEN, AND FRUITFUL SEASONS, FILLING YOUR HEARTS WITH FOOD AND GLADNESS."(2) BUT THAT ALL HIS EPISTLES ARE CONSONANT TO THESE DECLARATIONS, I SHALL, WHEN EXPOUNDING THE APOSTLE, SHOW FROM THE EPISTLES THEMSELVES, IN THE RIGHT PLACE. BUT WHILE I BRING OUT BY THESE PROOFS THE TRUTHS OF SCRIPTURE, AND SET FORTH BRIEFLY AND COMPENDIOUSLY THINGS WHICH ARE STATED IN VARIOUS WAYS, DO THOU ALSO ATTEND TO THEM WITH PATIENCE, AND NOT DEEM THEM PROLIX; TAKING THIS INTO ACCOUNT, THAT PROOFS [OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE] CONTAINED IN THE SCRIPTURES CANNOT BE SHOWN EXCEPT FROM THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES. 
10. AND STILL FURTHER, STEPHEN, WHO WAS CHOSEN THE FIRST DEACON BY THE APOSTLES, AND WHO, OF ALL MEN, WAS THE FIRST TO FOLLOW THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE MARTYRDOM OF THE LORD, BEING THE FIRST THAT WAS SLAIN FOR CONFESSING CHRIST, SPEAKING BOLDLY AMONG THE PEOPLE, AND TEACHING THEM, SAYS: "THE GOD OF GLORY APPEARED TO OUR FATHER ABRAHAM, ... AND SAID TO HIM, GET THEE OUT OF THY COUNTRY, AND FROM THY KINDRED, AND COME INTO THE LAND WHICH I SHALL SHOW THEE; ... AND HE REMOVED HIM INTO THIS LAND, WHEREIN YE NOW DWELL. AND HE GAVE HIM NONE INHERITANCE IN IT, NO, NOT SO MUCH AS TO SET HIS FOOT ON; YET HE PROMISED THAT HE WOULD GIVE IT TO HIM FOR A POSSESSION, AND TO HIS SEED AFTER HIM. ... AND GOD SPOKE ON THIS WISE, THAT HIS SEED SHOULD SOJOURN IN A STRANGE LAND, AND SHOULD BE BROUGHT INTO BONDAGE, AND SHOULD BE EVIL-ENTREATED FOUR HUNDRED YEARS; AND THE NATION WHOM THEY SHALL SERVE WILL I JUDGE, SAYS THE LORD. AND AFTER THAT SHALL THEY COME FORTH, AND SERVE ME IN THIS PLACE. AND HE GAVE HIM THE COVENANT OF CIRCUMCISION: AND SO [ABRAHAM] BEGAT ISAAC."(3) AND THE REST OF HIS WORDS ANNOUNCE THE SAME GOD, WHO WAS WITH JOSEPH AND WITH THE PATRIARCHS, AND WHO SPOKE WITH MOSES. 
11. AND THAT THE WHOLE RANGE OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE APOSTLES PROCLAIMED ONE AND THE SAME GOD, WHO REMOVED ABRAHAM, WHO MADE TO HIM THE PROMISE OF INHERITANCE, WHO IN DUE SEASON GAVE TO HIM THE COVENANT OF CIRCUMCISION, WHO CALLED HIS DESCENDANTS OUT OF EGYPT, PRESERVED OUTWARDLY BY CIRCUMCISION--FOR HE GAVE IT AS A SIGN, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE LIKE THE EGYPTIANS--THAT HE WAS THE MAKER OF ALL THINGS, THAT HE WAS THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THAT HE WAS THE GOD OF GLORY,-- THEY WHO WISH MAY LEARN FROM THE VERY WORDS AND ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, AND MAY CONTEMPLATE THE FACT THAT THIS GOD IS ONE, ABOVE WHOM IS NO OTHER. BUT EVEN IF THERE WERE ANOTHER GOD ABOVE HIM, WE SHOULD SAY, UPON [INSTITUTING] A COMPARISON OF THE QUANTITY [OF THE WORK DONE BY EACH], THAT THE LATTER IS SUPERIOR TO THE FORMER. FOR BY DEEDS THE BETTER MAN APPEARS, AS I HAVE ALREADY REMARKED;(4) AND, INASMUCH AS THESE MEN HAVE NO WORKS OF THEIR FATHER TO ADDUCE, THE LATTER IS SHOWN TO BE GOD ALONE. BUT IF ANY ONE, "DOTING ABOUT QUESTIONS,"(5) DO IMAGINE THAT WHAT THE APOSTLES HAVE DECLARED ABOUT GOD SHOULD BE ALLEGORIZED, LET HIM CONSIDER MY PREVIOUS STATEMENTS, IN WHICH I SET FORTH ONE GOD AS THE FOUNDER AND MAKER OF ALL THINGS, AND DESTROYED AND LAID BARE THEIR ALLEGATIONS; AND HE SHAH FIND THEM AGREEABLE TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE APOSTLES, AND SO TO MAINTAIN WHAT THEY USED TO TEACH, AND WERE PERSUADED OF, THAT THERE IS ONE GOD, THE MAKER OF ALL THINGS. AND WHEN HE SHALL HAVE DIVESTED HIS MIND OF SUCH ERROR, AND OF THAT BLASPHEMY AGAINST GOD WHICH IT IMPLIES, HE WILL OF HIMSELF FIND REASON TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT BOTH THE MOSAIC LAW AND THE GRACE OF THE NEW COVENANT, AS BOTH FITTED FOR THE TIMES [AT WHICH THEY WERE GIVEN], WERE BESTOWED BY ONE AND THE SAME GOD FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE HUMAN RACE. 
12. FOR ALL THOSE WHO ARE OF A PERVERSE MIND, HAVING BEEN SET AGAINST THE MOSAIC LEGISLATION, JUDGING IT TO BE DISSIMILAR AND CONTRARY TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE GOSPEL, HAVE NOT APPLIED THEMSELVES TO INVESTIGATE THE CAUSES OF THE DIFFERENCE OF EACH COVENANT. SINCE, THEREFORE, THEY HAVE BEEN DESERTED BY THE PATERNAL LOVE, AND PUFFED UP BY SATAN, BEING BROUGHT OVER TO THE DOCTRINE OF SIMON MAGUS, THEY HAVE APOSTATIZED IN THEIR OPINIONS FROM HIM WHO IS GOD, AND IMAGINED THAT THEY HAVE THEMSELVES DISCOVERED MORE THAN THE APOSTLES, BY FINDING OUT ANOTHER GOD; AND [MAINTAINED] THAT THE APOSTLES PREACHED THE GOSPEL STILL SOMEWHAT UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF JEWISH OPINIONS, BUT THAT THEY THEMSELVES ARE PURER [IN DOCTRINE], AND MORE INTELLIGENT, THAN THE APOSTLES. WHEREFORE ALSO MARCION AND HIS FOLLOWERS HAVE BETAKEN THEMSELVES TO MUTILATING THE SCRIPTURES, NOT ACKNOWLEDGING SOME BOOKS AT ALL; AND, CURTAILING THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE AND THE EPISTLES OF PAUL, THEY ASSERT THAT THESE ARE ALONE AUTHENTIC, WHICH THEY HAVE THEMSELVES THUS SHORTENED. IN ANOTHER WORK,(1) HOWEVER, I SHALL, GOD GRANTING [ME STRENGTH], REFUTE THEM OUT OF THESE WHICH THEY STILL RETAIN. BUT ALL THE REST, INFLATED WITH THE FALSE NAME OF "KNOWLEDGE," DO CERTAINLY RECOGNIZE THE SCRIPTURES; BUT THEY PERVERT THE INTERPRETATIONS, AS I HAVE SHOWN IN THE FIRST BOOK. AND, INDEED, THE FOLLOWERS OF MARCION DO DIRECTLY BLASPHEME THE CREATOR, ALLEGING HIM TO BE THE CREATOR OF EVILS, [BUT] HOLDING A MORE TOLERABLE(2) THEORY AS TO HIS ORIGIN, [AND] MAINTAINING THAT THERE ARE TWO BEINGS, GODS BY NATURE, DIFFERING FROM EACH OTHER,--THE ONE BEING GOOD, BUT THE OTHER EVIL. THOSE FROM VALENTINUS, HOWEVER, WHILE THEY EMPLOY NAMES OF A MORE HONORABLE KIND, AND SET FORTH THAT HE WHO IS CREATOR IS BOTH FATHER, AND LORD, AND GOD, DO [NEVERTHELESS] RENDER THEIR THEORY OR SECT MORE BLASPHEMOUS, BY MAINTAINING THAT HE WAS NOT PRODUCED FROM ANY ONE OF THOSE AEONS WITHIN THE PLEROMA, BUT FROM THAT DEFECT WHICH HAD BEEN EXPELLED BEYOND THE PLEROMA. IGNORANCE OF THE SCRIPTURES AND OF THE DISPENSATION OF GOD HAS BROUGHT ALL THESE THINGS UPON THEM. AND IN THE COURSE OF THIS WORK I SHALL TOUCH UPON THE CAUSE OF THE DIFFERENCE OF THE COVENANTS ON THE ONE HAND, AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, OF THEIR UNITY AND HARMONY. 
13. BUT THAT BOTH THE APOSTLES AND THEIR DISCIPLES THUS TAUGHT AS THE CHURCH PREACHES, AND THUS TEACHING WERE PERFECTED, WHEREFORE ALSO THEY WERE CALLED AWAY TO THAT WHICH IS PERFECT--STEPHEN, TEACHING THESE TRUTHS, WHEN HE WAS YET ON EARTH, SAW THE GLORY OF GOD, AND JESUS ON HIS RIGHT HAND, AND EXCLAIMED, "BEHOLD, I SEE THE HEAVENS OPENED, AND THE SON OF MAN STANDING ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD."(3) THESE WORDS HE SAID, AND WAS STONED; AND THUS DID HE FULFIL THE PERFECT DOCTRINE, COPYING IN EVERY RESPECT THE LEADER OF MARTYRDOM, AND PRAYING FOR THOSE WHO WERE SLAYING HIM, IN THESE WORDS: "LORD, LAY NOT THIS SIN TO THEIR CHARGE." THUS WERE THEY PERFECTED WHO KNEW ONE AND THE SAME GOD, WHO FROM BEGINNING TO END WAS PRESENT WITH MANKIND IN THE VARIOUS DISPENSATIONS; AS THE PROPHET HOSEA DECLARES: "I HAVE FILLED UP VISIONS, AND USED SIMILITUDES BY THE HANDS OF THE PROPHETS."(4) THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO DELIVERED UP THEIR SOULS TO DEATH FOR CHRIST'S GOSPEL--HOW COULD THEY HAVE SPOKEN TO MEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH OLD-ESTABLISHED OPINION? IF THIS HAD BEEN THE COURSE ADOPTED BY THEM, THEY SHOULD NOT HAVE SUFFERED; BUT INASMUCH AS THEY DID PREACH THINGS CONTRARY TO THOSE PERSONS WHO DID NOT ASSENT TO THE TRUTH, FOR THAT REASON THEY SUFFERED. IT IS EVIDENT, THEREFORE, THAT THEY DID NOT RELINQUISH THE TRUTH, BUT WITH ALL BOLDNESS PREACHED TO THE JEWS AND GREEKS. TO THE JEWS, INDEED, [THEY PROCLAIMED] THAT THE JESUS WHO WAS CRUCIFIED BY THEM WAS THE SON OF GOD, THE JUDGE OF QUICK AND DEAD, AND THAT HE HAS RECEIVED FROM HIS FATHER AN ETERNAL KINGDOM IN ISRAEL, AS I HAVE POINTED OUT; BUT TO THE GREEKS THEY PREACHED ONE GOD, WHO MADE ALL THINGS, AND JESUS CHRIST HIS SON. 
14. THIS IS SHOWN IN A STILL CLEARER LIGHT FROM THE LETTER OF THE APOSTLES, WHICH THEY FORWARDED NEITHER TO THE JEWS NOR TO THE GREEKS, BUT TO THOSE WHO FROM THE GENTILES BELIEVED IN CHRIST, CONFIRMING THEIR FAITH. FOR WHEN CERTAIN MEN HAD COME DOWN FROM JUDEA TO ANTIOCH--WHERE ALSO, FIRST OF ALL, THE LORD'S DISCIPLES WERE CALLED CHRISTIANS, BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH IN CHRIST--AND SOUGHT TO PERSUADE THOSE WHO HAD BELIEVED ON THE LORD TO BE CIRCUMCISED, AND TO PERFORM OTHER THINGS AFTER THE OBSERVANCE OF THE LAW; AND WHEN PAUL AND BARNABAS HAD GONE UP TO JERUSALEM TO THE APOSTLES ON ACCOUNT OF THIS QUESTION, AND THE WHOLE CHURCH HAD CONVENED TOGETHER, PETER THUS ADDRESSED THEM: "MEN, BRETHREN, YE KNOW HOW THAT FROM THE DAYS OF OLD GOD MADE CHOICE AMONG YOU, THAT THE GENTILES BY MY MOUTH SHOULD HEAR THE WORD OF THE GOSPEL, AND BELIEVE. AND GOD, THE SEARCHER OF THE HEART, BARE THEM WITNESS, GIVING THEM THE HOLY GHOST, EVEN AS TO US; AND PUT NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN US AND THEM, PURIFYING THEIR HEARTS BY FAITH. NOW THEREFORE WHY TEMPT YE GOD, TO IMPOSE A YOKE UPON THE NECK OF THE DISCIPLES, WHICH NEITHER OUR FATHERS NOR WE WERE ABLE TO BEAR? BUT WE BELIEVE THAT, THROUGH THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WE ARE TO BE SAVED, EVEN AS THEY."(5) AFTER HIM JAMES SPOKE AS FOLLOWS: "MEN, BRETHREN, SIMON HATH DECLARED HOW GOD DID PURPOSE TO TAKE FROM AMONG THE GENTILES A PEOPLE FOR HIS NAME. AND THUS(6) DO THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS AGREE, AS IT IS WRITTEN, AFTER THIS I WILL RETURN, AND WILL BUILD AGAIN THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID, WHICH IS FALLEN DOWN; AND I WILL BUILD THE RUINS THEREOF, AND I WILL SET IT UP: THAT THE RESIDUE OF MEN MAY SEEK AFTER THE LORD, AND ALL THE GENTILES, AMONG WHOM MY NAME HAS BEEN INVOKED, SAITH THE LORD, DOING THESE THINGS.(7) KNOWN FROM ETERNITY IS HIS WORK TO GOD. WHEREFORE I FOR MY PART GIVE JUDGMENT, THAT WE TROUBLE NOT THEM WHO FROM AMONG THE GENTILES ARE TURNED TO GOD: BUT THAT IT BE ENJOINED THEM, THAT THEY DO ABSTAIN FROM THE VANITIES OF IDOLS, AND FROM FORNICATION, AND FROM BLOOD; AND WHATSOEVER(1) THEY WISH NOT TO BE DONE TO THEMSELVES, LET THEM NOT DO TO OTHERS."(2) AND WHEN THESE THINGS HAD BEEN SAID, AND ALL HAD GIVEN THEIR CONSENT, THEY WROTE TO THEM AFTER THIS MANNER: "THE APOSTLES, AND THE PRESBYTERS, [AND] THE BRETHREN, UNTO THOSE BRETHREN FROM AMONG THE GENTILES WHO ARE IN ANTIOCH, AND SYRIA, AND CILICIA, GREETING: FORASMUCH AS WE HAVE HEARD THAT CERTAIN PERSONS GOING OUT FROM US HAVE TROUBLED YOU WITH WORDS, SUBVERTING YOUR SOULS, SAYING, YE MUST BE CIRCUMCISED, AND KEEP THE LAW; TO WHOM WE GAVE NO SUCH COMMANDMENT: IT SEEMED GOOD UNTO US, BEING ASSEMBLED WITH ONE ACCORD, TO SEND CHOSEN MEN UNTO YOU WITH OUR BELOVED BARNABAS AND PAUL; MEN WHO HAVE DELIVERED UP THEIR SOUL FOR THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. WE HAVE SENT THEREFORE JUDAS AND SILAS, THAT THEY MAY DECLARE OUR OPINION BY WORD OF MOUTH. FOR IT SEEMED GOOD TO THE HOLY GHOST, AND TO US, TO LAY UPON YOU NO GREATER BURDEN THAN THESE NECESSARY THINGS; THAT YE ABSTAIN FROM MEATS OFFERED TO IDOLS, AND FROM BLOOD, AND FROM FORNICATION; AND WHATSOEVER YE DO NOT WISH TO BE DONE TO YOU, DO NOT YE TO OTHERS: FROM WHICH PRESERVING YOURSELVES, YE SHALL DO WELL, WALKING(3) IN THE HOLY SPIRIT." FROM ALL THESE PASSAGES, THEN, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THEY DID NOT TEACH THE EXISTENCE OF ANOTHER FATHER, BUT GAVE THE NEW COVENANT OF LIBERTY TO THOSE WHO HAD LATELY BELIEVED IN GOD BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. BUT THEY CLEARLY INDICATED, FROM THE NATURE OF THE POINT DEBATED BY THEM, AS TO WHETHER OR NOT IT WAS STILL NECESSARY TO CIRCUMCISE THE DISCIPLES, THAT THEY HAD NO IDEA OF ANOTHER GOD. 
15. NEITHER [IN THAT CASE] WOULD THEY HAVE HAD SUCH A TENOR WITH REGARD TO THE FIRST COVENANT, AS NOT EVEN TO HAVE BEEN WILLING TO EAT WITH THE GENTILES. FOR EVEN PETER, ALTHOUGH HE HAD BEEN SENT TO INSTRUCT THEM, AND HAD BEEN CONSTRAINED BY A VISION TO THAT EFFECT, SPOKE NEVERTHELESS WITH NOT A LITTLE HESITATION, SAYING TO THEM: "YE KNOW HOW IT IS AN UNLAWFUL THING FOR A MAN THAT IS A JEW TO KEEP COMPANY WITH, OR TO COME UNTO, ONE OF ANOTHER NATION; BUT GOD HATH SHOWN ME THAT I SHOULD NOT CALL ANY MAN COMMON OR UNCLEAN. THEREFORE, CAME I WITHOUT GAINSAYING;"(4) INDICATING BY THESE WORDS, THAT HE WOULD NOT HAVE COME TO THEM UNLESS HE HAD BEEN COMMANDED. NEITHER, FOR A LIKE REASON, WOULD HE HAVE GIVEN THEM BAPTISM SO READILY, HAD HE NOT HEARD THEM PROPHESYING WHEN THE HOLY GHOST RESTED UPON THEM. AND THEREFORE DID HE EXCLAIM, "CAN ANY MAN FORBID WATER, THAT THESE SHOULD NOT BE BAPTIZED, WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE HOLY GHOST AS WELL AS WE?"(5) HE PERSUADED, AT THE SAME TIME, THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, AND POINTED OUT THAT, UNLESS THE HOLY GHOST HAD RESTED UPON THEM, THERE MIGHT HAVE BEEN SOME ONE WHO WOULD HAVE RAISED OBJECTIONS TO THEIR BAPTISM. AND THE APOSTLES WHO WERE WITH JAMES ALLOWED THE GENTILES TO ACT FREELY, YIELDING US UP TO THE SPIRIT OF GOD. BUT THEY THEMSELVES, WHILE KNOWING THE SAME GOD, CONTINUED IN THE ANCIENT OBSERVANCES; SO THAT EVEN PETER, FEARING ALSO LEST HE MIGHT INCUR THEIR REPROOF, ALTHOUGH FORMERLY EATING WITH THE GENTILES, BECAUSE OF THE VISION, AND OF THE SPIRIT WHO HAD RESTED UPON THEM, YET, WHEN CERTAIN PERSONS CAME FROM JAMES, WITHDREW HIMSELF, AND DID NOT EAT WITH THEM. AND PAUL SAID THAT BARNABAS LIKEWISE DID THE SAME THING.(6) THUS DID THE APOSTLES, WHOM THE LORD MADE WITNESSES OF EVERY ACTION AND OF EVERY DOCTRINE--FOR UPON ALL OCCASIONS DO WE FIND PETER, AND JAMES, AND JOHN PRESENT WITH HIM-- SCRUPULOUSLY ACT ACCORDING TO THE DISPENSATION OF THE MOSAIC LAW, SHOWING THAT IT WAS FROM ONE AND THE SAME GOD; WHICH THEY CERTAINLY NEVER WOULD HAVE DONE, AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, IF THEY HAD LEARNED FROM THE LORD [THAT THERE EXISTED] ANOTHER FATHER BESIDES HIM WHO APPOINTED THE DISPENSATION OF THE LAW. 
CHAP. XIII--REFUTATION OF THE OPINION, THAT PAUL WAS THE ONLY APOSTLE WHO HAD KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH. 
1. WITH REGARD TO THOSE (THE MARCIONITES) WHO ALLEGE THAT PAUL ALONE KNEW THE TRUTH, AND THAT TO HIM THE MYSTERY WAS MANIFESTED BY REVELATION, LET PAUL HIMSELF CONVICT THEM, WHEN HE SAYS, THAT ONE AND THE SAME GOD WROUGHT IN PETER FOR THE APOSTOLATE OF THE CIRCUMCISION, AND IN HIMSELF FOR THE GENTILES.(7) PETER, THEREFORE, WAS AN APOSTLE OF THAT VERY GOD WHOSE WAS ALSO PAUL; AND HIM WHOM PETER PREACHED AS GOD AMONG THOSE OF THE CIRCUMCISION, AND LIKEWISE THE SON OF GOD, DID PAUL [DECLARE] ALSO AMONG THE GENTILES. FOR OUR LORD NEVER CAME TO SAVE PAUL ALONE, NOR IS GOD SO LIMITED IN MEANS, THAT HE SHOULD HAVE BUT ONE APOSTLE WHO KNEW THE DISPENSATION OF HIS SON. AND AGAIN, WHEN PAUL SAYS, "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE BRINGING GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGS, AND PREACHING THE GOSPEL OF PEACE,"(8) HE SHOWS CLEARLY THAT IT WAS NOT MERELY ONE, BUT THERE WERE MANY WHO USED TO PREACH THE TRUTH. AND AGAIN, IN THE EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, WHEN HE HAD RECOUNTED ALL THOSE WHO HAD SEEN GOD(9) AFTER THE RESURRECTION, HE SAYS IN CONTINUATION, "BUT WHETHER IT WERE I OR THEY, SO WE PREACH, AND SO YE BELIEVED, "(1) ACKNOWLEDGING AS ONE AND THE SAME, THE PREACHING OF ALL THOSE WHO SAW GOD(2) AFTER THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD. 
2. AND AGAIN, THE LORD REPLIED TO PHILIP, WHO WISHED TO BEHOLD THE FATHER, "HAVE I BEEN SO LONG A TIME WITH YOU, AND YET THOU HAST NOT KNOWN ME, PHILIP? HE THAT SEES ME, SEES ALSO THE FATHER; AND HOW SAYEST THOU THEN, SHOW US THE FATHER? FOR I AM IN THE FATHER, AND THE FATHER IN ME; AND HENCEFORTH YE KNOW HIM, AND HAVE SEEN HIM." (3) TO THESE MEN, THEREFORE, DID THE LORD BEAR WITNESS, THAT IN HIMSELF THEY HAD BOTH KNOWN AND SEEN THE FATHER (AND THE FATHER IS TRUTH). TO ALLEGE, THEN, THAT THESE MEN DID NOT KNOW THE TRUTH, IS TO ACT THE PART OF FALSE WITNESSES, AND OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN ALIENATED FROM THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST. FOR WHY DID THE LORD SEND THE TWELVE APOSTLES TO THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL,(4) IF THESE MEN DID NOT KNOW THE TRUTH? HOW ALSO DID THE SEVENTY PREACH, UNLESS THEY HAD THEMSELVES PREVIOUSLY KNOWN THE TRUTH OF WHAT WAS PREACHED? OR HOW COULD PETER HAVE BEEN IN IGNORANCE, TO WHOM THE LORD GAVE TESTIMONY, THAT FLESH AND BLOOD HAD NOT REVEALED TO HIM, BUT THE FATHER, WHO IS IN HEAVEN?(5) JUST, THEN, AS" PAUL [WAS] AN APOSTLE, NOT OF MEN, NEITHER BY MAN, BUT BY JESUS CHRIST, AND GOD THE FATHER,"(6) [SO WITH THE REST;] (7) THE SON INDEED LEADING THEM TO THE FATHER, BUT THE FATHER REVEALING TO THEM THE SON. 
3. BUT THAT PAUL ACCEDED TO [THE REQUEST OF] THOSE WHO SUMMONED HIM TO THE APOSTLES, ON ACCOUNT OF THE QUESTION [WHICH HAD BEEN RAISED], AND WENT UP TO THEM, WITH BARNABAS, TO JERUSALEM, NOT WITHOUT REASON, BUT THAT THE LIBERTY OF THE GENTILES MIGHT BE CONFIRMED BY THEM, HE DOES HIMSELF SAY, IN THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS: "THEN, FOURTEEN YEARS AFTER, I WENT UP AGAIN TO JERUSALEM WITH BARNABAS, TAKING ALSO TITUS. BUT I WENT UP BY REVELATION, AND COMMUNICATED TO THEM THAT GOSPEL WHICH I PREACHED AMONG THE GENTILES."(8) AND AGAIN HE SAYS, "FOR AN HOUR WE DID GIVE PLACE TO SUBJECTION,(9) THAT THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL MIGHT CONTINUE WITH YOU." IF, THEN, ANY ONE SHALL, FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, CAREFULLY SCRUTINIZE THE TIME CONCERNING WHICH IT IS WRITTEN THAT HE WENT UP TO JERUSALEM ON ACCOUNT OF THE FORE-MENTIONED QUESTION, HE WILL FIND THOSE YEARS MENTIONED BY PAUL COINCIDING WITH IT. THUS, THE STATEMENT OF PAUL HARMONIZES WITH, AND IS, AS IT WERE, IDENTICAL WITH, THE TESTIMONY OF LUKE REGARDING THE APOSTLES. 
CHAP. XIV.--IF PAUL HAD KNOWN ANY MYSTERIES UNREVEALED TO THE OTHER APOSTLES, LUKE, HIS CONSTANT COMPANION AND FELLOW-TRAVELLER, COULD NOT HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF THEM; NEITHER COULD THE TRUTH HAVE POSSIBLY LAIN HID FROM HIM, THROUGH WHOM ALONE WE LEARN MANY AND MOST IMPORTANT PARTICULARS OF THE GOSPEL HISTORY. 
1. BUT THAT THIS LUKE WAS INSEPARABLE FROM PAUL, AND HIS FELLOW-LABORER IN THE GOSPEL, HE HIMSELF CLEARLY EVINCES, NOT AS A MATTER OF BOASTING, BUT AS BOUND TO DO SO BY THE TRUTH ITSELF. FOR HE SAYS THAT WHEN BARNABAS, AND JOHN WHO WAS CALLED MARK, HAD PARTED COMPANY FROM PAUL, AND SAILED TO CYPRUS, "WE CAME TO TROAS;"(10) AND WHEN PAUL HAD BEHELD IN A DREAM A MAN OF MACEDONIA, SAYING, "COME INTO MACEDONIA, PAUL, AND HELP US," "IMMEDIATELY," HE SAYS, "WE ENDEAVORED TO GO INTO MACEDONIA, UNDERSTANDING THAT THE LORD HAD CALLED US TO PREACH THE GOSPEL UNTO THEM. THEREFORE, SAILING FROM TROAS, WE DIRECTED OUR SHIP'S COURSE TOWARDS SAMOTHRACIA." AND THEN HE CAREFULLY INDICATES ALL THE REST OF THEIR JOURNEY AS FAR AS PHILIPPI, AND HOW THEY DELIVERED THEIR FIRST ADDRESS: "FOR, SITTING DOWN," HE SAYS, "WE SPOKE UNTO THE WOMEN WHO HAD ASSEMBLED;"(11) AND CERTAIN BELIEVED, EVEN A GREAT MANY. AND AGAIN DOES HE SAY, "BUT WE SAILED FROM PHILIPPI AFTER THE DAYS OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, AND CAME TO TROAS, WHERE WE ABODE SEVEN DAYS."(12) AND ALL THE REMAINING [DETAILS] OF HIS COURSE WITH PAUL HE RECOUNTS, INDICATING WITH ALL DILIGENCE BOTH PLACES, AND CITIES, AND NUMBER OF DAYS, UNTIL THEY WENT UP TO JERUSALEM; AND WHAT BEFELL PAUL THERE,(13) HOW HE WAS SENT TO ROME IN BONDS; THE NAME OF THE CENTURION WHO TOOK HIM IN CHARGE;(14) AND THE SIGNS OF THE SHIPS, AND HOW THEY MADE SHIPWRECK;(15) AND THE ISLAND UPON WHICH THEY ESCAPED, AND HOW THEY RECEIVED KINDNESS THERE, PAUL HEALING THE CHIEF MAN OF THAT ISLAND; AND HOW THEY SAILED FROM THENCE TO PUTEOLI, AND FROM THAT ARRIVED AT ROME; AND FOR WHAT PERIOD THEY SOJOURNED AT ROME. AS LUKE WAS PRESENT AT ALL THESE OCCURRENCES, HE CAREFULLY NOTED THEM DOWN IN WRITING, SO THAT HE CANNOT BE CONVICTED OF FALSEHOOD OR BOASTFULNESS, BECAUSE ALL THESE [PARTICULARS] PROVED BOTH THAT HE WAS SENIOR TO ALL THOSE WHO NOW TEACH OTHERWISE, AND THAT HE WAS NOT IGNORANT OF THE TRUTH. THAT HE WAS NOT MERELY A FOLLOWER, BUT ALSO A FELLOW-LABORER OF THE APOSTLES, BUT ESPECIALLY OF PAUL, PAUL HAS HIMSELF DECLARED ALSO IN THE EPISTLES, SAYING: "DEMAS HATH FORSAKEN ME, ... AND IS DEPARTED UNTO THESSALONICA; CRESCENS TO GALATIA, TITUS TO DALMATIA. ONLY LUKE IS WITH ME."(1) FROM THIS HE SHOWS THAT HE WAS ALWAYS ATTACHED TO AND INSEPARABLE FROM HIM. AND AGAIN HE SAYS, IN THE EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS: "LUKE, THE BELOVED PHYSICIAN, GREETS YOU."(2) BUT SURELY IF LUKE, WHO ALWAYS PREACHED IN COMPANY WITH PAUL, AND IS CALLED BY HIM "THE BELOVED," AND WITH HIM PERFORMED THE WORK OF AN EVANGELIST, AND WAS ENTRUSTED TO HAND DOWN TO US A GOSPEL, LEARNED NOTHING DIFFERENT FROM HIM (PAUL), AS HAS BEEN POINTED OUT FROM HIS WORDS, HOW CAN THESE MEN, WHO WERE NEVER ATTACHED TO PAUL, BOAST THAT THEY HAVE LEARNED HIDDEN AND UNSPEAKABLE MYSTERIES? 
2. BUT THAT PAUL TAUGHT WITH SIMPLICITY WHAT HE KNEW, NOT ONLY TO THOSE WHO WERE [EMPLOYED] WITH HIM, BUT TO THOSE THAT HEARD HIM, HE DOES HIMSELF MAKE MANIFEST. FOR WHEN THE BISHOPS AND PRESBYTERS WHO CAME FROM EPHESUS AND THE OTHER CITIES ADJOINING HAD ASSEMBLED IN MILETUS, SINCE HE WAS HIMSELF HASTENING TO JERUSALEM TO OBSERVE PENTECOST, AFTER TESTIFYING MANY THINGS TO THEM, AND DECLARING WHAT MUST HAPPEN TO HIM AT JERUSALEM, HE ADDED: "I KNOW THAT YE SHALL SEE MY FACE NO MORE. THEREFORE, I TAKE YOU TO RECORD THIS DAY, THAT I AM PURE FROM THE BLOOD OF ALL. FOR I HAVE NOT SHUNNED TO DECLARE UNTO YOU ALL THE COUNSEL OF GOD. TAKE HEED, THEREFORE, BOTH TO YOURSELVES, AND TO ALL THE FLOCK OVER WHICH THE HOLY GHOST HAS PLACED YOU AS BISHOPS, TO RULE THE CHURCH OF THE LORD,(3) WHICH HE HAS ACQUIRED FOR HIMSELF THROUGH HIS OWN BLOOD."(4) THEN, REFERRING TO THE EVIL TEACHERS WHO SHOULD ARISE, HE SAID: "I KNOW THAT AFTER MY DEPARTURE SHALL GRIEVOUS WOLVES COME TO YOU, NOT SPARING THE FLOCK. ALSO, OF YOUR OWN SELVES SHALL MEN ARISE, SPEAKING PERVERSE THINGS, TO DRAW AWAY DISCIPLES AFTER THEM." "I HAVE NOT SHUNNED," HE SAYS, "TO DECLARE UNTO YOU ALL THE COUNSEL OF GOD." THUS, DID THE APOSTLES SIMPLY, AND WITHOUT RESPECT OF PERSONS, DELIVER TO ALL WHAT THEY HAD THEMSELVES LEARNED FROM THE LORD. THUS, ALSO DOES LUKE, WITHOUT RESPECT OF PERSONS, DELIVER TO US WHAT HE HAD LEARNED FROM THEM, AS HE HAS HIMSELF TESTIFIED, SAYING, "EVEN AS THEY DELIVERED THEM UNTO US, WHO FROM THE BEGINNING WERE EYE-WITNESSES AND MINISTERS OF THE WORD."(5) 
3. NOW IF ANY MAN SET LUKE ASIDE, AS ONE WHO DID NOT KNOW THE TRUTH, HE WILL, [BY SO ACTING,] MANIFESTLY REJECT THAT GOSPEL OF WHICH HE CLAIMS TO BE A DISCIPLE. FOR THROUGH HIM WE HAVE BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH VERY MANY AND IMPORTANT PARTS OF THE GOSPEL; FOR INSTANCE, THE GENERATION OF JOHN, THE HISTORY OF ZACHARIAS, THE COMING OF THE ANGEL TO MARY, THE EXCLAMATION OF ELISABETH, THE DESCENT OF THE ANGELS TO THE SHEPHERDS, THE WORDS SPOKEN BY THEM, THE TESTIMONY OF ANNA AND OF SIMEON WITH REGARD TO CHRIST, AND THAT TWELVE YEARS OF AGE HE WAS LEFT BEHIND AT JERUSALEM; ALSO THE BAPTISM OF JOHN, THE NUMBER OF THE LORD'S YEARS WHEN HE WAS BAPTIZED, AND THAT THIS OCCURRED IN THE FIFTEENTH YEAR OF TIBERIUS CAESAR. AND IN HIS OFFICE OF TEACHER THIS IS WHAT HE HAS SAID TO THE RICH: "WOE UNTO YOU THAT ARE RICH, FOR YE HAVE RECEIVED YOUR CONSOLATION;"(6) AND "WOE UNTO YOU THAT ARE FULL, FOR YE SHALL HUNGER; AND YE WHO LAUGH NOW, FOR YE SHALL WEEP;" AND, "WOE UNTO YOU WHEN ALL MEN SHALL SPEAK WELL OF YOU: FOR SO DID YOUR FATHERS TO THE FALSE PROPHETS." ALL THINGS OF THE FOLLOWING KIND WE HAVE KNOWN THROUGH LUKE ALONE (AND NUMEROUS ACTIONS OF THE LORD WE HAVE LEARNED THROUGH HIM, WHICH ALSO ALL [THE EVANGELISTS] NOTICE): THE MULTITUDE OF FISHES WHICH PETER'S COMPANIONS ENCLOSED, WHEN AT THE LORD'S COMMAND THEY CAST THE NETS;(7) THE WOMAN WHO HAD SUFFERED FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS, AND WAS HEALED ON THE SABBATH-DAY;(8) THE MAN WHO HAD THE DROPSY, WHOM THE LORD MADE WHOLE ON THE SABBATH, AND HOW HE DID DEFEND HIMSELF FOR HAVING PERFORMED AN ACT OF HEALING ON THAT DAY; HOW HE TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES NOT TO ASPIRE TO THE UPPERMOST ROOMS; HOW WE SHOULD INVITE THE POOR AND FEEBLE, WHO CANNOT RECOMPENSE US; THE MAN WHO KNOCKED DURING THE NIGHT TO OBTAIN LOAVES, AND DID OBTAIN THEM, BECAUSE OF THE URGENCY OF HIS IMPORTUNITY;(9) HOW, WHEN [OUR LORD] WAS SITTING AT MEAT WITH A PHARISEE, A WOMAN THAT WAS A SINNER KISSED HIS FEET, AND ANOINTED THEM WITH OINTMENT, WITH WHAT THE LORD SAID TO SIMON ON HER BEHALF CONCERNING THE TWO DEBTORS;(10) ALSO ABOUT THE PARABLE OF THAT RICH MAN WHO STORED UP THE GOODS WHICH HAD ACCRUED TO HIM, TO WHOM IT WAS ALSO SAID, "IN THIS NIGHT THEY SHALL DEMAND THY SOUL FROM THEE; WHOSE THEN SHALL THOSE THINGS BE WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED?"(11) AND SIMILAR TO THIS, THAT OF THE RICH MAN, WHO WAS CLOTHED IN PURPLE AND WHO FARED SUMPTUOUSLY, AND THE INDIGENT LAZARUS;(12) ALSO THE ANSWER WHICH HE GAVE TO HIS DISCIPLES WHEN THEY SAID, "INCREASE OUR FAITH;"(13) ALSO HIS CONVERSATION WITH ZACCHEUS THE PUBLICAN;(14) ALSO ABOUT THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN, WHO WERE PRAYING IN THE TEMPLE AT THE SAME TIME;(1) ALSO THE TEN LEPERS, WHOM HE CLEANSED IN THE WAY SIMULTANEOUSLY;(2) ALSO HOW HE ORDERED THE LAME AND THE BLIND TO BE GATHERED TO THE WEDDING FROM THE LANES AND STREETS;(3) ALSO THE PARABLE OF THE JUDGE WHO FEARED NOT GOD, WHOM THE WIDOW'S IMPORTUNITY LED TO AVENGE HER CAUSE;(4) AND ABOUT THE FIG-TREE IN THE VINEYARD WHICH PRODUCED NO FRUIT. THERE ARE ALSO MANY OTHER PARTICULARS TO BE FOUND MENTIONED BY LUKE ALONE, WHICH ARE MADE USE OF BY BOTH MARCION AND VALENTINUS. AND BESIDES ALL THESE, [HE RECORDS] WHAT [CHRIST] SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES IN THE WAY, AFTER THE RESURRECTION, AND HOW THEY RECOGNIZED HIM IN THE BREAKING OF BREAD.(5) 
4. IT FOLLOWS THEN, AS OF COURSE, THAT THESE MEN MUST EITHER RECEIVE THE REST OF HIS NARRATIVE, OR ELSE REJECT THESE PARTS ALSO. FOR NO PERSONS OF COMMON SENSE CAN PERMIT THEM TO RECEIVE SOME THINGS RECOUNTED BY LUKE AS BEING TRUE, AND TO SET OTHERS ASIDE, AS IF HE HAD NOT KNOWN THE TRUTH. AND IF INDEED MARCION'S FOLLOWERS REJECT THESE, THEY WILL THEN POSSESS NO GOSPEL; FOR, CURTAILING THAT ACCORDING TO LUKE, AS I HAVE SAID ALREADY, THEY BOAST IN HAVING THE GOSPEL [IN WHAT REMAINS]. BUT THE FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS MUST GIVE UP THEIR UTTERLY VAIN TALK; FOR THEY HAVE TAKEN FROM THAT [GOSPEL] MANY OCCASIONS FOR THEIR OWN SPECULATIONS, TO PUT AN EVIL INTERPRETATION UPON WHAT HE HAS WELL SAID. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY FEEL COMPELLED TO RECEIVE THE REMAINING PORTIONS ALSO, THEN, BY STUDYING THE PERFECT GOSPEL, AND THE DOCTRINE OF THE APOSTLES, THEY WILL FIND IT NECESSARY TO REPENT, THAT THEY MAY BE SAVED FROM THE DANGER [TO WHICH THEY ARE EXPOSED]. 
CHAP. XV.--REFUTATION OF THE EBIONITES, WHO DISPARAGED THE AUTHORITY OF ST. PAUL, FROM THE WRITINGS OF ST. LUKE, WHICH MUST BE RECEIVED AS A WHOLE. EXPOSURE OF THE HYPOCRISY, DECEIT, AND PRIDE OF THE GNOSTICS. THE APOSTLES AND THEIR DISCIPLES KNEW AND PREACHED ONE GOD, THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD. 
1. BUT AGAIN, WE ALLEGE THE SAME AGAINST THOSE WHO DO NOT RECOGNIZE PAUL AS AN APOSTLE: THAT THEY SHOULD EITHER REJECT THE OTHER WORDS OF THE GOSPEL WHICH WE HAVE COME TO KNOW THROUGH LUKE ALONE, AND NOT MAKE USE OF THEM; OR ELSE, IF THEY DO RECEIVE ALL THESE, THEY MUST NECESSARILY ADMIT ALSO THAT TESTIMONY CONCERNING PAUL, WHEN HE (LUKE) TELLS US THAT THE LORD SPOKE AT FIRST TO HIM FROM HEAVEN: "SAUL, SAUL, WHY PERSECUTEST THOU ME? I AM JESUS CHRIST, WHOM THOU PERSECUTEST; "(6) AND THEN TO ANANIAS, SAYING REGARDING HIM: "GO THY WAY; FOR HE IS A CHOSEN VESSEL UNTO ME, TO BEAR MY NAME AMONG THE GENTILES, AND KINGS, AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. FOR I WILL SHOW HIM, FROM THIS TIME, HOW GREAT THINGS HE MUST SUFFER FOR MY NAME'S SAKE."(7) THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO DO NOT ACCEPT OF HIM [AS A TEACHER], WHO WAS CHOSEN BY GOD FOR THIS PURPOSE, THAT HE MIGHT BOLDLY BEAR HIS NAME, AS BEING SENT TO THE AFOREMENTIONED NATIONS, DO DESPISE THE ELECTION OF GOD, AND SEPARATE THEMSELVES FROM THE COMPANY OF THE APOSTLES. FOR NEITHER CAN THEY CONTEND THAT PAUL WAS NO APOSTLE, WHEN HE WAS CHOSEN FOR THIS PURPOSE; NOR CAN THEY PROVE LUKE GUILTY OF FALSEHOOD, WHEN HE PROCLAIMS THE TRUTH TO US WITH ALL DILIGENCE. IT MAY BE, INDEED, THAT IT WAS WITH THIS VIEW THAT GOD SET FORTH VERY MANY GOSPEL TRUTHS, THROUGH LUKE'S INSTRUMENTALITY, WHICH ALL SHOULD ESTEEM IT NECESSARY TO USE, IN ORDER THAT ALL PERSONS, FOLLOWING HIS SUBSEQUENT TESTIMONY, WHICH TREATS UPON THE ACTS AND THE DOCTRINE OF THE APOSTLES, AND HOLDING THE UNADULTERATED RULE OF TRUTH, MAY BE SAVED. HIS TESTIMONY, THEREFORE, IS TRUE, AND THE DOCTRINE OF THE APOSTLES IS OPEN AND STEADFAST, HOLDING NOTHING IN RESERVE; NOR DID THEY TEACH ONE SET OF DOCTRINES IN PRIVATE, AND ANOTHER IN PUBLIC. 
2. FOR THIS IS THE SUBTERFUGE OF FALSE PERSONS, EVIL SEDUCERS, AND HYPOCRITES, AS THEY ACT WHO ARE FROM VALENTINUS. THESE MEN DISCOURSE TO THE MULTITUDE ABOUT THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE CHURCH, WHOM THEY DO THEMSELVES TERM "VULGAR," AND "ECCLESIASTIC."(8) BY THESE WORDS THEY ENTRAP THE MORE SIMPLE, AND ENTICE THEM, IMITATING OUR PHRASEOLOGY, THAT THESE [DUPES] MAY LISTEN TO THEM THE OFTENER; AND THEN THESE ARE ASKED(9) REGARDING US, HOW IT IS, THAT WHEN THEY HOLD DOCTRINES SIMILAR TO OURS, WE, WITHOUT CAUSE, KEEP OURSELVES ALOOF FROM THEIR COMPANY; AND [HOW IT IS, THAT] WHEN THEY SAY THE SAME THINGS, AND HOLD THE SAME DOCTRINE, WE CALL THEM HERETICS? WHEN THEY HAVE THUS, BY MEANS OF QUESTIONS, OVERTHROWN THE FAITH OF ANY, AND RENDERED THEM UNCONTRADICTING HEARERS OF THEIR OWN, THEY DESCRIBE TO THEM IN PRIVATE THE UNSPEAKABLE MYSTERY OF THEIR PLEROMA. BUT THEY ARE ALTOGETHER DECEIVED, WHO IMAGINE THAT THEY MAY LEARN FROM THE SCRIPTURAL TEXTS ADDUCED BY HERETICS, THAT [DOCTRINE] WHICH THEIR WORDS PLAUSIBLY TEACH.(10) FOR ERROR IS PLAUSIBLE, AND BEARS A RESEMBLANCE TO THE TRUTH, BUT REQUIRES TO BE DISGUISED; WHILE TRUTH IS WITHOUT DISGUISE, AND THEREFORE HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED TO CHILDREN. AND IF ANY ONE OF THEIR AUDITORS DO INDEED DEMAND EXPLANATIONS, OR START OBJECTIONS TO THEM, THEY AFFIRM THAT HE IS ONE NOT CAPABLE OF RECEIVING THE TRUTH, AND NOT HAVING FROM ABOVE THE SEED [DERIVED] FROM THEIR MOTHER; AND THUS, REALLY GIVE HIM NO REPLY, BUT SIMPLY DECLARE THAT HE IS OF THE INTERMEDIATE REGIONS, THAT IS, BELONGS TO ANIMAL NATURES. BUT IF ANY ONE DO YIELD HIMSELF UP TO THEM LIKE A LITTLE SHEEP, AND FOLLOWS OUT THEIR PRACTICE, AND THEIR "REDEMPTION," SUCH AN ONE IS PUFFED UP TO SUCH AN EXTENT, THAT HE THINKS HE IS NEITHER IN HEAVEN NOR ON EARTH, BUT THAT HE HAS PASSED WITHIN THE PLEROMA; AND HAVING ALREADY EMBRACED HIS ANGEL, HE WALKS WITH A STRUTTING GAIT AND A SUPERCILIOUS COUNTENANCE, POSSESSING ALL THE POMPOUS AIR OF A COCK. THERE ARE THOSE AMONG THEM WHO ASSERT THAT THAT MAN WHO COMES FROM ABOVE OUGHT TO FOLLOW A GOOD COURSE OF CONDUCT; WHEREFORE THEY DO ALSO PRETEND A GRAVITY [OF DEMEANOR] WITH A CERTAIN SUPERCILIOUSNESS. THE MAJORITY, HOWEVER, HAVING BECOME SCOFFERS ALSO, AS IF ALREADY PERFECT, AND LIVING WITHOUT REGARD [TO APPEARANCES], YEA, IN CONTEMPT [OF THAT WHICH IS GOOD], CALL THEMSELVES "THE SPIRITUAL," AND ALLEGE THAT THEY HAVE ALREADY BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THAT PLACE OF REFRESHING WHICH IS WITHIN THEIR PLEROMA. 
3. BUT LET US REVERT TO THE SAME LINE OF ARGUMENT [HITHERTO PURSUED]. FOR WHEN IT HAS BEEN MANIFESTLY DECLARED, THAT THEY WHO WERE THE PREACHERS OF THE TRUTH AND THE APOSTLES OF LIBERTY TERMED NO ONE ELSE GOD, OR NAMED HIM LORD, EXCEPT THE ONLY TRUE GOD THE FATHER, AND HIS WORD, WHO HAS THE PRE-EMINENCE IN ALL THINGS; IT SHALL THEN BE CLEARLY PROVED, THAT THEY (THE APOSTLES) CONFESSED AS THE LORD GOD HIM WHO WAS THE CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, WHO ALSO SPOKE WITH MOSES, GAVE TO HIM THE DISPENSATION OF THE LAW, AND WHO CALLED THE FATHERS; AND THAT THEY KNEW NO OTHER. THE OPINION OF THE APOSTLES, THEREFORE, AND OF THOSE (MARKS AND LUKE) WHO LEARNED FROM THEIR WORDS, CONCERNING GOD, HAS BEEN MADE MANIFEST. 
CHAP. XVI.--PROOFS FROM THE APOSTOLIC WRITINGS, THAT JESUS CHRIST WAS ONE AND THE SAME, THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, PERFECT GOD AND PERFECT MAN. 
1. BUT(1) THERE ARE SOME WHO SAY THAT JESUS WAS MERELY A RECEPTACLE OF CHRIST, UPON WHOM THE CHRIST, AS A DOVE, DESCENDED FROM ABOVE, AND THAT WHEN HE HAD DECLARED THE UNNAMABLE FATHER HE ENTERED INTO THE PLEROMA IN AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND INVISIBLE MANNER: FOR THAT HE WAS NOT COMPREHENDED, NOT ONLY BY MEN, BUT NOT EVEN BY THOSE POWERS AND VIRTUES WHICH ARE IN HEAVEN, AND THAT JESUS WAS THE SON, BUT THAT(2) CHRIST WAS THE FATHER, AND THE FATHER OF CHRIST, GOD; WHILE OTHERS SAY THAT HE MERELY SUFFERED IN OUTWARD APPEARANCE, BEING NATURALLY IMPASSIBLE. THE VALENTINIANS, AGAIN, MAINTAIN THAT THE DISPENSATIONAL JESUS WAS THE SAME WHO PASSED THROUGH MARY, UPON WHOM THAT SAVIOUR FROM THE MORE EXALTED [REGION] DESCENDED, WHO WAS ALSO TERMED PAN,(3) BECAUSE HE POSSESSED THE NAMES (VOCABULA) OF ALL THOSE WHO HAD PRODUCED HIM; BUT THAT [THIS LATTER] SHARED WITH HIM, THE DISPENSATIONAL ONE, HIS POWER AND HIS NAME; SO THAT BY HIS MEANS DEATH WAS ABOLISHED, BUT THE FATHER WAS MADE KNOWN BY THAT SAVIOUR WHO HAD DESCENDED FROM ABOVE, WHOM THEY DO ALSO ALLEGE TO BE HIMSELF THE RECEPTACLE OF CHRIST AND OF THE ENTIRE PLEROMA; CONFESSING, INDEED, IN TONGUE ONE CHRIST JESUS, BUT BEING DIVIDED IN [ACTUAL] OPINION: FOR, AS I HAVE ALREADY OBSERVED, IT IS THE PRACTICE OF THESE MEN TO SAY THAT THERE WAS ONE CHRIST, WHO WAS PRODUCED BY MONOGENES, FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF THE PLEROMA; BUT THAT ANOTHER, THE SAVIOUR, WAS SENT [FORTH] FOR THE GLORIFICATION OF THE FATHER; AND YET ANOTHER, THE DISPENSATIONAL ONE, AND WHOM THEY REPRESENT AS HAVING SUFFERED, WHO ALSO BORE [IN HIMSELF] CHRIST, THAT SAVIOUR WHO RETURNED INTO THE PLEROMA. I JUDGE IT NECESSARY THEREFORE TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE ENTIRE MIND OF THE APOSTLES REGARDING OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND TO SHOW THAT NOT ONLY DID THEY NEVER HOLD ANY SUCH OPINIONS REGARDING HIM; BUT, STILL FURTHER, THAT THEY ANNOUNCED THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT, THAT THOSE WHO SHOULD TEACH SUCH DOCTRINES WERE AGENTS OF SATAN, SENT FORTH FOR THE PURPOSE OF OVERTURNING THE FAITH OF SOME, AND DRAWING THEM AWAY FROM LIFE. 
2. THAT JOHN KNEW THE ONE AND THE SAME WORD OF GOD, AND THAT HE WAS THE ONLY BEGOTTEN, AND THAT HE BECAME INCARNATE FOR OUR SALVATION, JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, I HAVE SUFFICIENTLY PROVED FROM THE WORD OF JOHN HIMSELF. AND MATTHEW, TOO, RECOGNIZING ONE AND THE SAME JESUS CHRIST, EXHIBITING HIS GENERATION AS A MAN FROM THE VIRGIN,(4) EVEN AS GOD DID PROMISE DAVID THAT HE WOULD RAISE UP FROM THE FRUIT OF HIS BODY AN ETERNAL KING, HAVING MADE THE SAME PROMISE TO ABRAHAM A LONG TIME PREVIOUSLY, SAYS: "THE BOOK OF THE GENERATION OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF DAVID, THE SON OF ABRAHAM"(5) THEN, THAT HE MIGHT FREE OUR MIND FROM SUSPICION REGARDING JOSEPH, HE SAYS: "BUT THE BIRTH OF CHRIST(6) WAS ON THIS WISE. WHEN HIS MOTHER WAS ESPOUSED TO JOSEPH, BEFORE THEY CAME TOGETHER, SHE WAS FOUND WITH CHILD OF THE HOLY GHOST." THEN, WHEN JOSEPH HAD IT IN CONTEMPLATION TO PUT MARY AWAY, SINCE SHE PROVED WITH CHILD, [MATTHEW TELLS US OF] THE ANGEL OF GOD STANDING BY HIM, AND SAYING: "FEAR NOT TO TAKE UNTO THEE MARY THY WIFE: FOR THAT WHICH IS CONCEIVED IN HER IS OF THE HOLY GHOST. AND SHE SHALL BRING FORTH A SON, AND THOU SHALT CALL HIS NAME JESUS; FOR HE SHALL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS. NOW THIS WAS DONE, THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED WHICH WAS SPOKEN OF THE LORD BY THE PROPHET: BEHOLD. A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE, AND BRING FORTH A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME EMMANUEL, WHICH IS, GOD WITH US;" CLEARLY SIGNIFYING THAT BOTH THE PROMISE MADE TO THE FATHERS HAD BEEN ACCOMPLISHED, THAT THE SON OF GOD WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN, AND THAT HE HIMSELF WAS CHRIST THE SAVIOUR WHOM THE PROPHETS HAD FORETOLD; NOT, AS THESE MEN ASSERT, THAT JESUS WAS HE WHO WAS BORN OF MARY, BUT THAT CHRIST WAS HE WHO DESCENDED FROM ABOVE. MATTHEW MIGHT CERTAINLY HAVE SAID, "NOW THE BIRTH OF JESUS WAS ON THIS WISE;" BUT THE HOLY GHOST, FORESEEING THE CORRUPTERS [OF THE TRUTH], AND GUARDING BY ANTICIPATION AGAINST THEIR DECEIT, SAYS BY MATTHEW, "BUT THE BIRTH OF CHRIST WAS ON THIS WISE;" AND THAT HE IS EMMANUEL, LEST PERCHANCE WE MIGHT CONSIDER HIM AS A MERE MAN: FOR "NOT BY THE WILL OF THE FLESH NOR BY THE WILL OF MAN, BUT BY THE WILL OF GOD WAS THE WORD MADE FLESH;"(1) AND THAT WE SHOULD NOT IMAGINE THAT JESUS WAS ONE, AND CHRIST ANOTHER, BUT SHOULD KNOW THEM TO BE ONE AND THE SAME. 
3. PAUL, WHEN WRITING TO THE ROMANS, HAS EXPLAINED THIS VERY POINT: "PAUL, AN APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST, PREDESTINATED UNTO THE GOSPEL OF GOD, WHICH HE HAD PROMISED BY HIS PROPHETS IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, CONCERNING HIS SON, WHO WAS MADE TO HIM OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, WHO WAS PREDESTINATED THE SON OF GOD WITH POWER THROUGH THE SPIRIT OF HOLINESS, BY THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST."(2) AND AGAIN, WRITING TO THE ROMANS ABOUT ISRAEL, HE SAYS: "WHOSE ARE THE FATHERS, AND FROM WHOM IS CHRIST ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, WHO IS GOD OVER ALL, BLESSED FOR EVER."(3) AND AGAIN, IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS, HE SAYS: "BUT WHEN THE FULNESS OF TIME HAD COME, GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON, MADE OF A WOMAN, MADE UNDER THE LAW, TO REDEEM THEM THAT WERE UNDER THE LAW, THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE THE ADOPTION; "(4) PLAINLY INDICATING ONE GOD, WHO DID BY THE PROPHETS MAKE PROMISE OF THE SON, AND ONE JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, WHO WAS OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO HIS BIRTH FROM MARY; AND THAT JESUS CHRIST WAS APPOINTED THE SON OF GOD WITH POWER, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF HOLINESS, BY THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, AS BEING THE FIRST BEGOTTEN IN ALL THE CREATION;(5) THE SON OF GOD BEING MADE THE SON OF MAN, THAT THROUGH HIM WE MAY RECEIVE THE ADOPTION,--HUMANITY(6) SUSTAINING, AND RECEIVING, AND EMBRACING THE SON OF GOD. WHEREFORE MARK ALSO SAYS: "THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD; AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE PROPHETS."(7) KNOWING ONE AND THE SAME SON OF GOD, JESUS CHRIST, WHO WAS ANNOUNCED BY THE PROPHETS, WHO FROM THE FRUIT OF DAVID'S BODY WAS EMMANUEL, "'THE MESSENGER OF GREAT COUNSEL OF THE FATHER;" THROUGH WHOM GOD CAUSED THE DAY-SPRING AND THE JUST ONE TO ARISE TO THE HOUSE OF DAVID, AND RAISED UP FOR HIM AN HORN OF SALVATION, "AND ESTABLISHED A TESTIMONY IN JACOB;"(9) AS DAVID SAYS WHEN DISCOURSING ON THE CAUSES OF HIS BIRTH: "AND HE APPOINTED A LAW IN ISRAEL, THAT ANOTHER GENERATION MIGHT KNOW [HIM,] THE CHILDREN WHICH SHOULD HE BORN FROM THESE, AND THEY ARISING SHALL THEMSELVES DECLARE TO THEIR CHILDREN, SO THAT THEY MIGHT SET THEIR HOPE IN GOD, AND SEEK AFTER HIS COMMANDMENTS."(10) AND AGAIN, THE ANGEL SAID, WHEN BRINGING GOOD TIDINGS TO MARY: "HE SHALL HE GREAT, AND SHALL BE CALLED THE SON OF THE HIGHEST; AND THE LORD SHALL GIVE UNTO HIM THE THRONE OF HIS FATHER DAVID;"(11) ACKNOWLEDGING THAT HE WHO IS THE SON OF THE HIGHEST, THE SAME IS HIMSELF ALSO THE SON OF DAVID. AND DAVID, KNOWING BY THE SPIRIT THE DISPENSATION OF THE ADVENT OF THIS PERSON, BY WHICH HE IS SUPREME OVER ALL THE LIVING AND DEAD, CONFESSED HIM AS LORD, SITTING ON THE RIGHT HAND OF THE MOST HIGH FATHER.(12) 
4. BUT SIMEON ALSO--HE WHO HAD RECEIVED AN INTIMATION FROM THE HOLY GHOST THAT HE SHOULD NOT SEE DEATH, UNTIL FIRST HE HAD BEHELD CHRIST JESUS--TAKING HIM, THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN OF THE VIRGIN, INTO HIS HANDS, BLESSED GOD, AND SAID, "LORD, NOW LETTEST THOU THY SERVANT DEPART IN PEACE, ACCORDING TO THY WORD: BECAUSE MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY SALVATION, WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED BEFORE THE FACE OF ALL PEOPLE; A LIGHT TO LIGHTEN THE GENTILES, AND THE GLORY OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL;"(13) CONFESSING THUS, THAT THE INFANT WHOM HE WAS HOLDING IN HIS HANDS, JESUS, BORN OF MARY, WAS CHRIST HIMSELF, THE SON OF GOD, THE LIGHT OF ALL, THE GLORY OF ISRAEL ITSELF, AND THE PEACE AND REFRESHING OF THOSE WHO HAD FALLEN ASLEEP. FOR HE WAS ALREADY DESPOILING MEN, BY REMOVING THEIR IGNORANCE, CONFERRING UPON THEM HIS OWN KNOWLEDGE, AND SCATTERING ABROAD THOSE WHO RECOGNIZED HIM, AS ESAIAS SAYS: "CALL HIS NAME, QUICKLY SPOIL, RAPIDLY DIVIDE."(1) NOW THESE ARE THE WORKS OF CHRIST. HE THEREFORE WAS HIMSELF CHRIST, WHOM SIMEON CARRYING [IN HIS ARMS] BLESSED THE MOST HIGH; ON BEHOLDING WHOM THE SHEPHERDS GLORIFIED GOD; WHOM JOHN, WHILE YET IN HIS MOTHER'S WOMB, AND HE (CHRIST) IN THAT OF MARY, RECOGNIZING AS THE LORD, SALUTED WITH LEAPING; WHOM THE MAGI, WHEN THEY HAD SEEN, ADORED, AND OFFERED THEIR GIFTS [TO HIM], AS I HAVE ALREADY STATED, AND PROSTRATED THEMSELVES TO THE ETERNAL KING, DEPARTED BY ANOTHER WAY, NOT NOW RETURNING BY THE WAY OF THE ASSYRIANS. "FOR BEFORE THE CHILD SHALL HAVE KNOWLEDGE TO CRY, FATHER OR MOTHER, HE SHALL RECEIVE THE POWER OF DAMASCUS, AND THE SPOILS OF SAMARIA, AGAINST THE KING OF THE ASSYRIANS;"(2) DECLARING, IN A MYSTERIOUS MANNER INDEED, BUT EMPHATICALLY, THAT THE LORD DID FIGHT WITH A HIDDEN HAND AGAINST AMALEK.(3) FOR THIS CAUSE, TOO, HE SUDDENLY REMOVED THOSE CHILDREN BELONGING TO THE HOUSE OF DAVID, WHOSE HAPPY LOT IT WAS TO HAVE BEEN BORN AT THAT TIME, THAT HE MIGHT SEND THEM ON BEFORE INTO HIS KINGDOM; HE, SINCE HE WAS HIMSELF AN INFANT, SO ARRANGING IT THAT HUMAN INFANTS SHOULD BE MARTYRS, SLAIN, ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES, FOR THE SAKE OF CHRIST, WHO WAS BORN IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDAH, IN THE CITY OF DAVID.(4) 
5. THEREFORE DID THE LORD ALSO SAY TO HIS DISCIPLES AFTER THE RESURRECTION, "O THOUGHTLESS ONES, AND SLOW OF HEART TO BELIEVE ALL THAT THE PROPHETS HAVE SPOKEN! OUGHT NOT CHRIST TO HAVE SUFFERED THESE THINGS, AND TO ENTER INTO HIS GLORY?"(5) AND AGAIN DOES HE SAY TO THEM: "THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH I SPOKE UNTO YOU WHILE I WAS YET WITH YOU, THAT ALL THINGS MUST BE FULFILLED WHICH WERE WRITTEN IN THE LAW OF MOSES, AND IN THE PROPHETS, AND IN THE PSALMS, CONCERNING ME. THEN OPENED HE THEIR UNDERSTANDING, THAT THEY SHOULD UNDERSTAND THE SCRIPTURES, AND SAID UNTO THEM, THUS IT IS WRITTEN, AND THUS IT BEHOOVED CHRIST TO SUFFER, AND TO RISE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD, AND THAT REPENTANCE FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS BE PREACHED IN HIS NAME AMONG ALL NATIONS."(6) NOW THIS IS HE WHO WAS BORN OF MARY; FOR HE SAYS: "THE SON OF MAN MUST SUFFER MANY THINGS, AND BE REJECTED, AND CRUCIFIED, AND ON THE THIRD DAY RISE AGAIN."(7) THE GOSPEL, THEREFORE, KNEW NO OTHER SON OF MAN BUT HIM WHO WAS OF MARY, WHO ALSO SUFFERED; AND NO CHRIST WHO FLEW AWAY FROM JESUS BEFORE THE PASSION; BUT HIM WHO WAS BORN IT KNEW AS JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, AND THAT THIS SAME SUFFERED AND ROSE AGAIN, AS JOHN, THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD, VERITIES, SAYING: "BUT THESE ARE WRITTEN, THAT YE MIGHT BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, AND THAT BELIEVING YE MIGHT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE IN HIS NAME,"(8)--FORESEEING THESE BLASPHEMOUS SYSTEMS WHICH DIVIDE THE LORD, AS FAR AS LIES IN THEIR POWER, SAYING THAT HE WAS FORMED OF TWO DIFFERENT SUBSTANCES. FOR THIS REASON ALSO, HE HAS THUS TESTIFIED TO US IN HIS EPISTLE: "LITTLE CHILDREN, IT IS THE LAST TIME; AND AS YE HAVE HEARD THAT ANTICHRIST DOTH COME, NOW HAVE MANY ANTICHRISTS APPEARED; WHEREBY WE KNOW THAT IT IS THE LAST TIME. THEY WENT OUT FROM US, BUT THEY WERE NOT OF US; FOR IF THEY HAD BEEN OF US, THEY WOULD HAVE CONTINUED WITH US: BUT [THEY DEPARTED], THAT THEY MIGHT BE MADE MANIFEST THAT THEY ARE NOT OF US. KNOW YE THEREFORE, THAT EVERY LIE IS FROM WITHOUT, AND IS NOT OF THE TRUTH. WHO IS A LIAR, BUT HE THAT DENIETH THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST? THIS IS ANTICHRIST."(9) 
6. BUT INASMUCH AS ALL THOSE BEFORE MENTIONED, ALTHOUGH THEY CERTAINLY DO WITH THEIR TONGUE CONFESS ONE JESUS CHRIST, MAKE FOOLS OF THEMSELVES, THINKING ONE THING AND SAYING ANOTHER;(10) FOR THEIR HYPOTHESES VARY, AS I HAVE ALREADY SHOWN, ALLEGING, [AS THEY DO,] THAT ONE BEING SUFFERED AND WAS BORN, AND THAT THIS WAS JESUS; BUT THAT THERE WAS ANOTHER WHO DESCENDED UPON HIM, AND THAT THIS WAS CHRIST, WHO ALSO ASCENDED AGAIN; AND THEY ARGUE, THAT HE WHO PROCEEDED FROM THE DEMIURGE, OR HE WHO WAS DISPENSATIONAL, OR HE WHO SPRANG FROM JOSEPH, WAS THE BEING SUBJECT TO SUFFERING; BUT UPON THE LATTER THERE DESCENDED FROM THE INVISIBLE AND INEFFABLE [PLACES] THE FORMER, WHOM THEY ASSERT TO BE INCOMPREHENSIBLE, INVISIBLE, AND IMPASSIBLE: THEY THUS WANDER FROM THE TRUTH, BECAUSE THEIR DOCTRINE DEPARTS FROM HIM WHO IS TRULY GOD, BEING IGNORANT THAT HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN WORD, WHO IS ALWAYS PRESENT WITH THE HUMAN RACE, UNITED TO AND MINGLED WITH HIS OWN CREATION, ACCORDING TO THE FATHER'S PLEASURE, AND WHO BECAME FLESH, IS HIMSELF JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, WHO DID ALSO SUFFER FOR US, AND ROSE AGAIN ON OUR BEHALF, AND WHO WILL COME AGAIN IN THE GLORY OF HIS FATHER, TO RAISE UP ALL FLESH, AND FOR THE MANIFESTATION OF SALVATION, AND TO APPLY THE RULE OF JUST JUDGMENT TO ALL WHO WERE MADE BY HIM. THERE IS THEREFORE, AS I HAVE POINTED OUT, ONE GOD THE FATHER, AND ONE CHRIST JESUS, WHO CAME BY MEANS OF THE WHOLE DISPENSATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS [CONNECTED WITH HIM], AND GATHERED TOGETHER ALL THINGS IN HIMSELF.(1) BUT IN EVERY RESPECT, TOO, HE IS MAN, THE FORMATION OF GOD; AND THUS HE TOOK UP MAN INTO HIMSELF, THE INVISIBLE BECOMING VISIBLE, THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE BEING MADE COMPREHENSIBLE, THE IMPASSIBLE BECOMING CAPABLE OF SUFFERING, AND THE WORD BEING MADE MAN, THUS SUMMING UP ALL THINGS IN HIMSELF: SO THAT AS IN SUPER-CELESTIAL, SPIRITUAL, AND INVISIBLE THINGS, THE WORD OF GOD IS SUPREME, SO ALSO IN THINGS VISIBLE AND CORPOREAL HE MIGHT POSSESS THE SUPREMACY, AND, TAKING TO HIMSELF THE PRE-EMINENCE, AS WELL AS CONSTITUTING HIMSELF HEAD OF THE CHURCH, HE MIGHT DRAW ALL THINGS TO HIMSELF AT THE PROPER TIME. 
7. WITH HIM IS NOTHING INCOMPLETE OR OUT OF DUE SEASON, JUST AS WITH THE FATHER THERE IS NOTHING INCONGRUOUS. FOR ALL THESE THINGS WERE FOREKNOWN BY THE FATHER; BUT THE SON WORKS THEM OUT AT THE PROPER TIME IN PERFECT ORDER AND SEQUENCE. THIS WAS THE REASON WHY, WHEN MARY WAS URGING [HIM] ON TO [PERFORM] THE WONDERFUL MIRACLE OF THE WINE, AND WAS DESIROUS BEFORE THE TIME TO PARTAKE(2) OF THE CUP OF EMBLEMATIC SIGNIFICANCE, THE LORD, CHECKING HER UNTIMELY HASTE, SAID, "WOMAN, WHAT HAVE I TO DO WITH THEE? MINE HOUR IS NOT YET COME"(3)--WAITING FOR THAT HOUR WHICH WAS FOREKNOWN BY THE FATHER. THIS IS ALSO THE REASON WHY, WHEN MEN WERE OFTEN DESIROUS TO TAKE HIM, IT IS SAID, "NO MAN LAID HANDS UPON HIM, FOR THE HOUR OF HIS BEING TAKEN WAS NOT YET COME;"(4) NOR THE TIME OF HIS PASSION, WHICH HAD BEEN FOREKNOWN BY THE FATHER; AS ALSO SAYS THE PROPHET HABAKKUK, "BY THIS THOU SHALT BE KNOWN WHEN THE YEARS HAVE DRAWN NIGH; THOU SHALT BE SET FORTH WHEN THE TIME COMES; BECAUSE MY SOUL IS DISTURBED BY ANGER, THOU SHALT REMEMBER THY MERCY."(5) PAUL ALSO SAYS: "BUT WHEN THE FULNESS OF TIME CAME, GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON."(6) BY WHICH IS MADE MANIFEST, THAT ALL THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN FOREKNOWN OF THE FATHER, OUR LORD DID ACCOMPLISH IN THEIR ORDER, SEASON, AND HOUR, FOREKNOWN AND FITTING, BEING INDEED ONE AND THE SAME, BUT RICH AND GREAT. FOR HE FULFILS THE BOUNTIFUL AND COMPREHENSIVE WILL OF HIS FATHER, INASMUCH AS HE IS HIMSELF THE SAVIOUR OF THOSE WHO ARE SAVED, AND THE LORD OF THOSE WHO ARE UNDER AUTHORITY, AND THE GOD OF ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN FORMED, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER, CHRIST WHO WAS ANNOUNCED, AND THE WORD OF GOD, WHO BECAME INCARNATE WHEN THE FULNESS OF TIME HAD COME, AT WHICH THE SON OF GOD HAD TO BECOME THE SON OF MAN. 
8. ALL, THEREFORE, ARE OUTSIDE OF THE [CHRISTIAN] DISPENSATION, WHO, UNDER PRETEXT OF KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTAND THAT JESUS WAS ONE, AND CHRIST ANOTHER, AND THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN ANOTHER, FROM WHOM AGAIN IS THE WORD, AND THAT THE SAVIOUR IS ANOTHER, WHOM THESE DISCIPLES OF ERROR ALLEGE TO BE A PRODUCTION OF THOSE WHO WERE MADE AEONS IN A STATE OF DEGENERACY. SUCH MEN ARE TO OUTWARD APPEARANCE SHEEP; FOR THEY APPEAR TO BE LIKE US, BY WHAT THEY SAY IN PUBLIC, REPEATING THE SAME WORDS AS WE DO; BUT INWARDLY THEY ARE WOLVES. THEIR DOCTRINE IS HOMICIDAL, CONJURING UP, AS IT DOES, A NUMBER OF GODS, AND SIMULATING MANY FATHERS, BUT LOWERING AND DIVIDING THE SON OF GOD IN MANY WAYS. THESE ARE THEY AGAINST WHOM THE LORD HAS CAUTIONED US BEFOREHAND; AND HIS DISCIPLE, IN HIS EPISTLE ALREADY MENTIONED, COMMANDS US TO AVOID THEM, WHEN HE SAYS: "FOR MANY DECEIVERS ARE ENTERED INTO THE WORLD, WHO CONFESS NOT THAT JESUS CHRIST IS COME IN THE FLESH. THIS IS A DECEIVER AND AN ANTICHRIST. TAKE HEED TO THEM, THAT YE LOSE NOT WHAT YE HAVE WROUGHT."(7) AND AGAIN DOES HE SAY IN THE EPISTLE: "MANY FALSE PROPHETS ARE GONE OUT INTO THE WORLD. HEREBY KNOW YE THE SPIRIT OF GOD: EVERY SPIRIT THAT CONFESSETH THAT JESUS CHRIST IS COME IN THE FLESH IS OF GOD; AND EVERY SPIRIT WHICH SEPARATES JESUS CHRIST IS NOT OF GOD, BUT IS OF ANTICHRIST."(8) THESE WORDS AGREE WITH WHAT WAS SAID IN THE GOSPEL, THAT "THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH, AND DWELT AMONG US." WHEREFORE HE AGAIN EXCLAIMS IN HIS EPISTLE, "EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST, HAS BEEN BORN OF GOD;"(9) KNOWING JESUS CHRIST TO BE ONE AND THE SAME, TO WHOM THE GATES OF HEAVEN WERE OPENED, BECAUSE OF HIS TAKING UPON HIM FLESH: WHO SHALL ALSO COME IN THE SAME FLESH IN WHICH HE SUFFERED, REVEALING THE GLORY OF THE FATHER. 
9. CONCURRING WITH THESE STATEMENTS, PAUL, SPEAKING TO THE ROMANS, DECLARES: "MUCH MORE THEY WHO RECEIVE ABUNDANCE OF GRACE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR [ETERNAL] LIFE, SHALL REIGN BY ONE, CHRIST JESUS."(10) IT FOLLOWS FROM THIS, THAT HE KNEW NOTHING OF THAT CHRIST WHO FLEW AWAY FROM JESUS; NOR DID HE OF THE SAVIOUR ABOVE, WHOM THEY HOLD TO BE IMPASSIBLE. FOR IF, IN TRUTH, THE ONE SUFFERED, AND THE OTHER REMAINED INCAPABLE OF SUFFERING, AND THE ONE WAS BORN, BUT THE OTHER DESCENDED UPON HIM WHO WAS BORN, AND LEFT HIM GAIN, IT IS NOT ONE, BUT TWO, THAT ARE SHOWN FORTH. BUT THAT THE APOSTLE DID KNOW HIM AS ONE, BOTH WHO WAS BORN AND WHO SUFFERED, NAMELY CHRIST JESUS, HE AGAIN SAYS IN THE SAME EPISTLE: "KNOW YE NOT, THAT SO MANY OF US AS WERE BAPTIZED IN CHRIST JESUS WERE BAPTIZED IN HIS DEATH? THAT LIKE AS CHRIST ROSE FROM THE DEAD, SO SHOULD WE ALSO WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE."(1) BUT AGAIN, SHOWING THAT CHRIST DID SUFFER, AND WAS HIMSELF THE SON OF GOD, WHO DIED FOR US, AND REDEEMED US WITH HIS BLOOD AT THE TIME APPOINTED BEFOREHAND, HE SAYS: "FOR HOW IS IT, THAT CHRIST, WHEN WE WERE YET WITHOUT STRENGTH, IN DUE TIME DIED FOR THE UNGODLY? BUT GOD COMMENDETH HIS LOVE TOWARDS US, IN THAT, WHILE WE WERE YET SINNERS, CHRIST DIED FOR US. MUCH MORE, THEN, BEING NOW JUSTIFIED BY HIS BLOOD, WE SHALL BE SAVED FROM WRATH THROUGH HIM. FOR IF, WHEN WE WERE ENEMIES, WE WERE RECONCILED TO GOD BY THE DEATH OF HIS SON; MUCH MORE, BEING RECONCILED, WE SHALL BE SAVED BY HIS LIFE."(2) HE DECLARES IN THE PLAINEST MANNER, THAT THE SAME BEING WHO WAS LAID HOLD OF, AND UNDERWENT SUFFERING, AND SHED HIS BLOOD FOR US, WAS BOTH CHRIST AND THE SON OF GOD, WHO DID ALSO RISE AGAIN, AND WAS TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN, AS HE HIMSELF [PAUL] SAYS: "BUT AT THE SAME TIME, [IT, IS] CHRIST [THAT] DIED, YEA RATHER, THAT IS RISEN AGAIN, WHO IS EVEN AT THE FIGHT HAND OF GOD."(3) AND AGAIN, "KNOWING THAT CHRIST, RISING FROM THE DEAD, DIETH NO MORE:"(4) FOR, AS HIMSELF FORESEEING, THROUGH THE SPIRIT, THE SUBDIVISIONS OF EVIL TEACHERS [WITH REGARD TO THE LORD'S PERSON], AND BEING DESIROUS OF CUTTING AWAY FROM THEM ALL OCCASION OF CAVIL, HE SAYS WHAT HAS BEEN ALREADY STATED, [AND ALSO DECLARES:] "BUT IF THE SPIRIT OF HIM THAT RAISED UP JESUS FROM THE DEAD DWELL IN YOU, HE THAT RAISED UP CHRIST FROM THE DEAD SHALL ALSO QUICKEN YOUR MORTAL BODIES."(5) THIS HE DOES NOT UTTER TO THOSE ALONE WHO WISH TO HEAR: DO NOT ERR, [HE SAYS TO ALL:] JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, IS ONE AND THE SAME, WHO DID BY SUFFERING RECONCILE US TO GOD, AND ROSE FROM THE DEAD; WHO IS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER, AND PERFECT IN ALL THINGS; "WHO, WHEN HE WAS BUFFETED, STRUCK NOT IN RETURN; WHO, WHEN HE SUFFERED, THREATENED NOT;"(6) AND WHEN HE UNDERWENT TYRANNY, HE PRAYED HIS FATHER THAT HE WOULD FORGIVE THOSE WHO HAD CRUCIFIED HIM. FOR HE DID HIMSELF TRULY BRING IN SALVATION: SINCE HE IS HIMSELF THE WORD OF GOD, HIMSELF THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER, CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD. 
CHAP. XVII.--THE APOSTLES TEACH THAT IT WAS NEITHER CHRIST NOR THE SAVIOUR, BUT THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO DID DESCEND UPON JESUS. THE REASON FOR THIS DESCENT. 
1. IT CERTAINLY WAS IN THE POWER OF THE APOSTLES TO DECLARE THAT CHRIST DESCENDED UPON JESUS, OR THAT THE SO-CALLED SUPERIOR SAVIOUR [CAME DOWN] UPON THE DISPENSATIONAL ONE, OR HE WHO IS FROM THE INVISIBLE PLACES UPON HIM FROM THE DEMIURGE; BUT THEY NEITHER KNEW NOR SAID ANYTHING OF THE KIND: FOR, HAD THEY KNOWN IT, THEY WOULD HAVE ALSO CERTAINLY STATED IT. BUT WHAT REALLY WAS THE CASE, THAT DID THEY RECORD, [NAMELY,] THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD AS A DOVE DESCENDED UPON HIM; THIS SPIRIT, OF WHOM IT WAS DECLARED BY ISAIAH, "AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD SHALL REST UPON HIM,"(7) AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID. AND AGAIN: "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE HATH ANOINTED ME."(8) THAT IS THE SPIRIT OF WHOM THE LORD DECLARES, "FOR IT IS NOT YE THAT SPEAK, BUT THE SPIRIT OF YOUR FATHER WHICH SPEAKETH IN YOU."(9) AND AGAIN, GIVING TO THE DISCIPLES THE POWER OF REGENERATION INTO GOD,(10) HE SAID TO THEM," GO AND TEACH ALL NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY GHOST."(11) FOR [GOD] PROMISED, THAT IN THE LAST TIMES HE WOULD POUR HIM [THE SPIRIT] UPON [HIS] SERVANTS AND HANDMAIDS, THAT THEY MIGHT PROPHESY; WHEREFORE HE DID ALSO DESCEND UPON THE SON OF GOD, MADE THE SON OF MAN, BECOMING ACCUSTOMED IN FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM TO DWELL IN THE HUMAN RACE, TO REST WITH HUMAN BEINGS, AND TO DWELL IN THE WORKMANSHIP OF GOD, WORKING THE WILL OF THE FATHER IN THEM, AND RENEWING THEM FROM THEIR OLD HABITS INTO THE NEWNESS OF CHRIST. 
2. THIS SPIRIT DID DAVID ASK FOR THE HUMAN RACE, SAYING, "AND STABLISH ME WITH THINE ALL- GOVERNING SPIRIT;"(12) WHO ALSO, AS LUKE SAYS, DESCENDED AT THE DAY OF PENTECOST UPON THE DISCIPLES AFTER THE LORD'S ASCENSION, HAVING POWER TO ADMIT ALL NATIONS TO THE ENTRANCE OF LIFE, AND TO THE OPENING OF THE NEW COVENANT; FROM WHENCE ALSO, WITH ONE ACCORD IN ALL LANGUAGES, THEY UTTERED PRAISE TO GOD, THE SPIRIT BRINGING DISTANT TRIBES TO UNITY, AND OFFERING TO THE FATHER THE FIRST-FRUITS OF ALL NATIONS. WHEREFORE ALSO THE LORD PROMISED TO SEND THE COMFORTER,(13) WHO SHOULD JOIN US TO GOD. FOR AS A COMPACTED LUMP OF DOUGH CANNOT BE FORMED OF DRY WHEAT WITHOUT FLUID MATTER, NOR CAN A LOAF POSSESS UNITY, SO, IN LIKE MANNER, NEITHER COULD WE, BEING MANY, BE MADE ONE IN CHRIST JESUS WITHOUT THE WATER FROM HEAVEN. AND AS DRY EARTH DOES NOT BRING FORTH UNLESS IT RECEIVES MOISTURE, IN LIKE MANNER WE ALSO, BEING ORIGINALLY A DRY TREE, COULD NEVER HAVE BROUGHT FORTH FRUIT UNTO LIFE WITHOUT THE VOLUNTARY RAIN FROM ABOVE. FOR OUR BODIES HAVE RECEIVED UNITY AMONG THEMSELVES BY MEANS OF THAT LAYER WHICH LEADS TO INCORRUPTION; BUT OUR SOULS, BY MEANS OF THE SPIRIT. WHEREFORE BOTH ARE NECESSARY, SINCE BOTH CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS THE LIFE OF GOD, OUR LORD COMPASSIONATING THAT ERRING SAMARITAN WOMAN(1)--WHO DID NOT REMAIN WITH ONE HUSBAND, BUT COMMITTED FORNICATION BY [CONTRACTING] MANY MARRIAGES--BY POINTING OUT, AND PROMISING TO HER LIVING WATER, SO THAT SHE SHOULD THIRST NO MORE, NOR OCCUPY HERSELF IN ACQUIRING THE REFRESHING WATER OBTAINED BY LABOUR, HAVING IN HERSELF WATER SPRINGING UP TO ETERNAL LIFE. THE LORD, RECEIVING THIS AS A GIFT FROM HIS FATHER, DOES HIMSELF ALSO CONFER IT UPON THOSE WHO ARE PARTAKERS OF HIMSELF, SENDING THE HOLY SPIRIT UPON ALL THE EARTH. 
3. GIDEON,(2) THAT ISRAELITE WHOM GOD CHOSE, THAT HE MIGHT SAVE THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL FROM THE POWER OF FOREIGNERS, FORESEEING THIS GRACIOUS GIFT, CHANGED HIS REQUEST, AND PROPHESIED THAT THERE WOULD BE DRYNESS UPON THE FLEECE OF WOOL (A TYPE OF THE PEOPLE), ON WHICH ALONE AT FIRST THERE HAD BEEN DEW; THUS INDICATING THAT THEY SHOULD NO LONGER HAVE THE HOLY SPIRIT FROM GOD, AS SAITH ESAIAS, "I WILL ALSO COMMAND THE CLOUDS, THAT THEY RAIN NO RAIN UPON IT,"(3) BUT THAT THE DEW, WHICH IS THE SPIRIT OF GOD, WHO DESCENDED UPON THE LORD, SHOULD BE DIFFUSED THROUGHOUT ALL THE EARTH, "THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND MIGHT, THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND PIETY, THE SPIRIT OF THE FEAR OF GOD."(4) THIS SPIRIT, AGAIN, HE DID CONFER UPON THE CHURCH, SENDING THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD THE COMFORTER FROM HEAVEN, FROM WHENCE ALSO THE LORD TELLS US THAT THE DEVIL, LIKE LIGHTNING, WAS CAST DOWN.(5) WHEREFORE WE HAVE NEED OF THE DEW OF GOD, THAT WE BE NOT CONSUMED BY FIRE, NOR BE RENDERED UNFRUITFUL, AND THAT WHERE WE HAVE AN ACCUSER THERE WE MAY HAVE ALSO AN ADVOCATE,(6) THE LORD COMMENDING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT HIS OWN MAN,(7) WHO HAD FALLEN AMONG THIEVES,(8) WHOM HE HIMSELF COMPASSIONATED, AND BOUND UP HIS WOUNDS, GIVING TWO ROYAL DENARIA; SO THAT WE, RECEIVING BY THE SPIRIT THE IMAGE AND SUPERSCRIPTION OF THE FATHER AND THE SON, MIGHT CAUSE THE DENARIUM ENTRUSTED TO US TO BE FRUITFUL, COUNTING OUT THE INCREASE [THEREOF] TO THE LORD.(9) 
4. THE SPIRIT, THEREFORE, DESCENDING UNDER THE PREDESTINED DISPENSATION, AND THE SON OF GOD, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN, WHO IS ALSO THE WORD OF THE FATHER, COMING IN THE FULNESS OF TIME, HAVING BECOME INCARNATE IN MAN FOR THE SAKE OF MAN, AND FULFILLING ALL THE CONDITIONS OF HUMAN NATURE, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST BEING ONE AND THE SAME, AS HE HIMSELF THE LORD DOTH TESTIFY, AS THE APOSTLES CONFESS, AND AS THE PROPHETS ANNOUNCE,--ALL THE DOCTRINES OF THESE MEN WHO HAVE INVENTED PUTATIVE OGDOADS AND TETRADS, AND IMAGINED SUBDIVISIONS [OF THE LORD'S PERSON], HAVE BEEN PROVED FALSEHOODS. THESE(10) MEN DO, IN FACT, SET THE SPIRIT ASIDE ALTOGETHER; THEY UNDERSTAND THAT CHRIST WAS ONE AND JESUS ANOTHER; AND THEY TEACH THAT THERE WAS NOT ONE CHRIST, BUT MANY. AND IF THEY SPEAK OF THEM AS UNITED, THEY DO AGAIN SEPARATE THEM: FOR THEY SHOW THAT ONE DID INDEED UNDERGO SUFFERINGS, BUT THAT THE OTHER REMAINED IMPASSIBLE; THAT THE ONE TRULY DID ASCEND TO THE PLEROMA, BUT THE OTHER REMAINED IN THE INTERMEDIATE PLACE; THAT THE ONE DOES TRULY FEAST AND REVEL IN PLACES INVISIBLE AND ABOVE ALL NAME, BUT THAT THE OTHER IS SEATED WITH THE DEMIURGE, EMPTYING HIM OF POWER. IT WILL THEREFORE BE INCUMBENT UPON THEE, AND ALL OTHERS WHO GIVE THEIR ATTENTION TO THIS WRITING, AND ARE ANXIOUS ABOUT THEIR OWN SALVATION, NOT READILY TO EXPRESS ACQUIESCENCE WHEN THEY HEAR ABROAD THE SPEECHES OF THESE MEN: FOR, SPEAKING THINGS RESEMBLING THE [DOCTRINE OF THE] FAITHFUL, AS I HAVE ALREADY OBSERVED, NOT ONLY DO THEY HOLD OPINIONS WHICH ARE DIFFERENT, BUT ABSOLUTELY CONTRARY, AND IN ALL POINTS FULL OF BLASPHEMIES, BY WHICH THEY DESTROY THOSE PERSONS WHO, BY REASON OF THE RESEMBLANCE OF THE WORDS, IMBIBE A POISON WHICH DISAGREES WITH THEIR CONSTITUTION, JUST AS IF ONE, GIVING LIME MIXED WITH WATER FOR MILK, SHOULD MISLEAD BY THE SIMILITUDE OF THE COLOUR; AS A MAN" SUPERIOR TO ME HAS SAID, CONCERNING ALL THAT IN ANY WAY CORRUPT THE THINGS OF GOD AND ADULTERATE THE TRUTH, "LIME IS WICKEDLY MIXED WITH THE MILK OF GOD." 
CHAP. XVIII.--CONTINUATION OF THE FOREGOING ARGUMENT. PROOFS FROM THE WRITINGS OF ST. PAUL, AND FROM THE WORDS OF OUR LORD, THAT CHRIST AND JESUS CANNOT BE CONSIDERED AS DISTINCT BEINGS; NEITHER CAN IT BE ALLEGED THAT THE SON OF GOD BECAME MAN MERELY IN APPEARANCE, BUT THAT HE DID SO TRULY AND ACTUALLY. 
1.(12) AS IT HAS BEEN CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED THAT THE WORD, WHO EXISTED IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD, BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, WHO WAS ALSO ALWAYS PRESENT WITH MANKIND, WAS IN THESE LAST DAYS, ACCORDING TO THE TIME APPOINTED BY THE FATHER, UNITED TO HIS OWN WORKMANSHIP, INASMUCH AS HE BECAME A MAN LIABLE TO SUFFERING, [IT FOLLOWS] THAT EVERY OBJECTION IS SET ASIDE OF THOSE WHO SAY, "IF OUR LORD WAS BORN AT THAT TIME, CHRIST HAD THEREFORE NO PREVIOUS EXISTENCE." FOR I HAVE SHOWN THAT THE SON OF GOD DID NOT THEN BEGIN TO EXIST, BEING WITH THE FATHER FROM THE BEGINNING; BUT WHEN HE BECAME INCARNATE, AND WAS MADE MAN, HE COMMENCED AFRESH(1) THE LONG LINE OF HUMAN BEINGS, AND FURNISHED US, IN A BRIEF, COMPREHENSIVE MANNER, WITH SALVATION; SO THAT WHAT WE HAD LOST IN ADAM-- NAMELY, TO BE ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD--THAT WE MIGHT RECOVER IN CHRIST JESUS. 
2. FOR AS IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE THAT THE MAN WHO HAD ONCE FOR ALL BEEN CONQUERED, AND WHO HAD BEEN DESTROYED THROUGH DISOBEDIENCE, COULD REFORM HIMSELF, AND OBTAIN THE PRIZE OF VICTORY; AND AS IT WAS ALSO IMPOSSIBLE THAT HE COULD ATTAIN TO SALVATION WHO HAD FALLEN UNDER THE POWER OF SIN,--THE SON EFFECTED BOTH THESE THINGS, BEING THE WORD OF GOD, DESCENDING FROM THE FATHER, BECOMING INCARNATE, STOOPING LOW, EVEN TO DEATH, AND CONSUMMATING THE ARRANGED PLAN OF OUR SALVATION, UPON WHOM [PAUL], EXHORTING US UNHESITATINGLY TO BELIEVE, AGAIN SAYS, "WHO SHALL ASCEND INTO HEAVEN? THAT IS, TO BRING DOWN CHRIST; OR WHO SHALL DESCEND INTO THE DEEP? THAT IS, TO LIBERATE CHRIST AGAIN FROM THE DEAD."(2) THEN HE CONTINUES, "IF THOU SHALL CONFESS WITH THY MOUTH THE LORD JESUS, AND SHALT BELIEVE IN THINE HEART THAT GOD HATH RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD, THOU SHALL BE SAVED."(3) AND HE RENDERS THE REASON WHY THE SON OF GOD DID THESE THINGS, SAYING, "FOR TO THIS END CHRIST BOTH LIVED, AND DIED, AND REVIVED, THAT HE MIGHT RULE OVER THE LIVING AND THE DEAD."(4) AND AGAIN, WRITING TO THE CORINTHIANS, HE DECLARES, "BUT WE PREACH CHRIST JESUS CRUCIFIED;"(5) AND ADDS, "THE CUP OF BLESSING WHICH WE BLESS, IS IT NOT THE COMMUNION OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST?"(6) 
3. BUT WHO IS IT THAT HAS HAD FELLOWSHIP WITH US IN THE MATTER OF FOOD? WHETHER IS IT HE WHO IS CONCEIVED OF BY THEM AS THE CHRIST ABOVE, WHO EXTENDED HIMSELF THROUGH HOROS, AND IMPARTED A FORM TO THEIR MOTHER; OR IS IT HE WHO IS FROM THE VIRGIN, EMMANUEL, WHO DID EAT BUTTER AND HONEY,(7) OF WHOM THE PROPHET DECLARED, "HE IS ALSO A MAN, AND WHO SHALL KNOW HIM?"(8) HE WAS LIKEWISE PREACHED BY PAUL: "FOR I DELIVERED," HE SAYS, "UNTO YOU FIRST OF ALL, THAT CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS, ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES; AND THAT HE WAS BURIED, AND ROSE AGAIN THE THIRD DAY, ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES."(9) IT IS PLAIN, THEN, THAT PAUL KNEW NO OTHER CHRIST BESIDES HIM ALONE, WHO BOTH SUFFERED, AND WAS BURIED, AND ROSE GAIN, WHO WAS ALSO BORN, AND WHOM HE SPEAKS OF AS MAN. FOR AFTER REMARKING, "BUT IF CHRIST BE PREACHED, THAT HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD,"(10) HE CONTINUES, RENDERING THE REASON OF HIS INCARNATION, "FOR SINCE BY MAN CAME DEATH, BY MAN [CAME] ALSO THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD." AND EVERYWHERE, WHEN [REFERRING TO] THE PASSION OF OUR LORD, AND TO HIS HUMAN NATURE, AND HIS SUBJECTION TO DEATH, HE EMPLOYS THE NAME OF CHRIST, AS IN THAT PASSAGE: "DESTROY NOT HIM WITH THY MEAT FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED."(11) AND AGAIN: "BUT NOW, IN CHRIST, YE WHO SOMETIMES WERE FAR OFF ARE MADE NIGH BY THE BLOOD OF CHRIST."(12) AND AGAIN: "CHRIST HAS REDEEMED US FROM THE CURSE OF THE LAW, BEING MADE A CURSE FOR US: FOR IT IS WRITTEN, CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGETH UPON A TREE."(13) AND AGAIN: "AND THROUGH THY KNOWLEDGE SHALL THE WEAK BROTHER PERISH, FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED;"(14) INDICATING THAT THE IMPASSIBLE CHRIST DID NOT DESCEND UPON JESUS, BUT THAT HE HIMSELF, BECAUSE HE WAS JESUS CHRIST, SUFFERED FOR US; HE, WHO LAY IN THE TOMB, AND ROSE AGAIN, WHO DESCENDED AND ASCENDED,--THE SON OF GOD HAVING BEEN MADE THE SON OF MAN, AS THE VERY NAME ITSELF DOTH DECLARE. FOR IN THE NAME OF CHRIST IS IMPLIED, HE THAT ANOINTS, HE THAT IS ANOINTED, AND THE UNCTION ITSELF WITH WHICH HE IS ANOINTED. AND IT IS THE FATHER WHO ANOINTS, BUT THE SON WHO IS ANOINTED BY THE SPIRIT, WHO IS THE UNCTION, AS THE WORD DECLARES BY ISAIAH, "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE HATH ANOINTED ME,"(15) POINTING OUT BOTH THE ANOINTING FATHER, THE ANOINTED SON, AND THE UNCTION, WHICH IS THE SPIRIT. 
4. THE LORD HIMSELF, TOO, MAKES IT EVIDENT WHO IT WAS THAT SUFFERED; FOR WHEN HE ASKED THE DISCIPLES, "WHO DO MEN SAY THAT I, THE SON OF MAN, AM?"(16) AND WHEN PETER HAD REPLIED, "THOU ART THE CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD;" AND WHEN HE HAD BEEN COMMENDED BY HIM [IN THESE WORDS], "THAT FLESH AND BLOOD HAD NOT REVEALED IT TO HIM, BUT THE FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN," HE MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE, THE SON OF MAN, IS CHRIST THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD. "FOR FROM THAT TIME FORTH," IT IS SAID, "HE BEGAN TO SHOW TO HIS DISCIPLES, HOW THAT HE MUST GO UNTO JERUSALEM, AND SUFFER MANY THINGS OF THE PRIESTS, AND BE REJECTED, AND CRUCIFIED, AND RISE AGAIN THE THIRD DAY."(1) HE WHO WAS ACKNOWLEDGED BY PETER AS CHRIST, WHO PRONOUNCED HIM BLESSED BECAUSE THE FATHER HAD REVEALED THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD TO HIM, SAID THAT HE MUST HIMSELF SUFFER MANY THINGS, AND BE CRUCIFIED; AND THEN HE REBUKED PETER, WHO IMAGINED THAT HE WAS THE CHRIST AS THE GENERALITY OF MEN SUPPOSED(2) [THAT THE CHRIST SHOULD BE], AND WAS AVERSE TO THE IDEA OF HIS SUFFERING, [AND] SAID TO THE DISCIPLES, "IF ANY MAN WILL COME AFTER ME, LET HIM DENY HIMSELF, AND TAKE UP HIS CROSS, AND FOLLOW ME. FOR WHOSOEVER WILL SAVE HIS LIFE, SHALL LOSE IT; AND WHOSOEVER WILL LOSE IT FOR MY SAKE SHALL SAVE IT."(3) FOR THESE THINGS CHRIST SPOKE OPENLY, HE BEING HIMSELF THE SAVIOUR OF THOSE WHO SHOULD BE DELIVERED OVER TO DEATH FOR THEIR CONFESSION OF HIM, AND LOSE THEIR LIVES. 
5. IF, HOWEVER, HE WAS HIMSELF NOT TO SUFFER, BUT SHOULD FLY AWAY FROM JESUS, WHY DID HE EXHORT HIS DISCIPLES TO TAKE UP THE CROSS AND FOLLOW HIM, THAT CROSS WHICH THESE MEN REPRESENT HIM AS NOT HAVING TAKEN UP, BUT [SPEAK OF HIM] AS HAVING RELINQUISHED THE DISPENSATION OF SUFFERING? FOR THAT HE DID NOT SAY THIS WITH REFERENCE TO THE ACKNOWLEDGING OF THE STAUROS (CROSS) ABOVE, AS SOME AMONG THEM VENTURE TO EXPOUND, BUT WITH RESPECT TO THE SUFFERING WHICH HE SHOULD HIMSELF UNDERGO, AND THAT HIS DISCIPLES SHOULD ENDURE, HE IMPLIES WHEN HE SAYS, "FOR WHOSOEVER WILL SAVE HIS LIFE, SHALL LOSE IT; AND WHOSOEVER WILL LOSE, SHALL FIND IT. AND THAT HIS DISCIPLES MUST SUFFER FOR HIS SAKE, HE [IMPLIED WHEN HE] SAID TO THE JEWS, "BEHOLD, I SEND YOU PROPHETS, AND WISE MEN, AND SCRIBES: AND SOME OF THEM YE SHALL KILL AND CRUCIFY."(4) AND TO THE DISCIPLES HE WAS WONT TO SAY, "AND YE SHALL STAND BEFORE GOVERNORS AND KINGS FOR MY SAKE; AND THEY SHALL SCOURGE SOME OF YOU, AND SLAY YOU, AND PERSECUTE YOU FROM CITY TO CITY."(5) HE KNEW, THEREFORE, BOTH THOSE WHO SHOULD SUFFER PERSECUTION, AND HE KNEW THOSE WHO SHOULD HAVE TO BE SCOURGED AND SLAIN BECAUSE OF HIM; AND HE DID NOT SPEAK OF ANY OTHER CROSS, BUT OF THE SUFFERING WHICH HE SHOULD HIMSELF UNDERGO FIRST, AND HIS DISCIPLES AFTERWARDS. FOR THIS PURPOSE, DID HE GIVE THEM THIS EXHORTATION: "FEAR NOT THEM WHICH KILL THE BODY, BUT ARE NOT ABLE TO KILL THE SOUL; BUT RATHER FEAR HIM WHO IS ABLE TO SEND BOTH SOUL AND BODY INTO HELL;"(6) [THUS EXHORTING THEM] TO HOLD FAST THOSE PROFESSIONS OF FAITH WHICH THEY HAD MADE IN REFERENCE TO HIM. FOR HE PROMISED TO CONFESS BEFORE HIS FATHER THOSE WHO SHOULD CONFESS HIS NAME BEFORE MEN; BUT DECLARED THAT HE WOULD DENY THOSE WHO SHOULD DENY HIM, AND WOULD BE ASHAMED OF THOSE WHO SHOULD BE ASHAMED TO CONFESS HIM. AND ALTHOUGH THESE THINGS ARE SO, SOME OF THESE MEN HAVE PROCEEDED TO SUCH A DEGREE OF TEMERITY, THAT THEY EVEN POUR CONTEMPT UPON THE MARTYRS, AND VITUPERATE THOSE WHO ARE SLAIN ON ACCOUNT OF THE CONFESSION OF THE LORD, AND WHO SUFFER ALL THINGS PREDICTED BY THE LORD, AND WHO IN THIS RESPECT STRIVE TO FOLLOW THE FOOTPRINTS OF THE LORD'S PASSION, HAVING BECOME MARTYRS OF THE SUFFERING ONE; THESE WE DO ALSO ENROLL WITH THE MARTYRS THEMSELVES. FOR, WHEN INQUISITION SHALL BE MADE FOR THEIR BLOOD,(7) AND THEY SHALL ATTAIN TO GLORY, THEN ALL SHALL BE CONFOUNDED BY CHRIST, WHO HAVE CAST A SLUR UPON THEIR MARTYRDOM. AND FROM THIS FACT, THAT HE EXCLAIMED UPON THE CROSS, "FATHER, FORGIVE THEM, FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO,"(8) THE LONG- SUFFERING, PATIENCE, COMPASSION, AND GOODNESS OF CHRIST ARE EXHIBITED, SINCE HE BOTH SUFFERED, AND DID HIMSELF EXCULPATE THOSE WHO HAD MALTREATED HIM. FOR THE WORD OF GOD, WHO SAID TO US, "LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, AND PRAY FOR THOSE THAT HATE YOU,"(9) HIMSELF DID THIS VERY THING UPON THE CROSS; LOVING THE HUMAN RACE TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT HE EVEN PRAYED FOR THOSE PUTTING HIM TO DEATH. IF, HOWEVER, ANY ONE, GOING UPON THE SUPPOSITION THAT THERE ARE TWO[CHRISTS], FORMS A JUDGMENT IN REGARD TO THEM, THAT [CHRIST] SHALL BE FOUND MUCH THE BETTER ONE, AND MORE PATIENT, AND THE TRULY GOOD ONE, WHO, IN THE MIDST OF HIS OWN WOUNDS AND STRIPES, AND THE OTHER [CRUELTIES] INFLICTED UPON HIM, WAS BENEFICENT, AND UNMINDFUL OF THE WRONGS PERPETRATED UPON HIM, THAN HE WHO FLEW AWAY, AND SUSTAINED NEITHER INJURY NOR INSULT. 
6. THIS ALSO DOES LIKEWISE MEET [THE CASE] OF THOSE WHO MAINTAIN THAT HE SUFFERED ONLY IN APPEARANCE. FOR IF HE DID NOT TRULY SUFFER, NO THANKS TO HIM, SINCE THERE WAS NO SUFFERING AT ALL; AND WHEN WE SHALL ACTUALLY BEGIN TO SUFFER, HE WILL SEEM AS LEADING US ASTRAY, EXHORTING US TO ENDURE BUFFERING, AND TO TURN THE OTHER(10) CHEEK, IF HE DID NOT HIMSELF BEFORE US IN REALITY SUFFER THE SAME; AND AS HE MISLED THEM BY SEEMING TO THEM WHAT HE WAS NOT, SO DOES HE ALSO MISLEAD US, BY EXHORTING US TO ENDURE WHAT HE DID NOT ENDURE HIMSELF. [IN THAT CASE] WE SHALL BE EVEN ABOVE THE MASTER, BECAUSE WE SUFFER AND SUSTAIN WHAT OUR MASTER NEVER BORE OR ENDURED. BUT AS OUR LORD IS ALONE TRULY MASTER, SO THE SON OF GOD IS TRULY GOOD AND PATIENT, THE WORD OF GOD THE FATHER HAVING BEEN MADE THE SON OF MAN. FOR HE FOUGHT AND CONQUERED; FOR HE WAS MAN CONTENDING FOR THE FATHERS,(11) AND THROUGH OBEDIENCE DOING AWAY WITH DISOBEDIENCE COMPLETELY: FOR HE BOUND THE STRONG MAN,(1) AND SET FREE THE WEAK, AND ENDOWED HIS OWN HANDIWORK WITH SALVATION, BY DESTROYING SIN. FOR HE IS A MOST HOLY AND MERCIFUL LORD, AND LOVES THE HUMAN RACE. 
7. THEREFORE, AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, HE CAUSED MAN (HUMAN NATURE) TO CLEAVE TO AND TO BECOME, ONE WITH GOD. FOR UNLESS MAN HAD OVERCOME THE ENEMY OF MAN, THE ENEMY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN LEGITIMATELY VANQUISHED. AND AGAIN: UNLESS IT HAD BEEN GOD WHO HAD FREELY GIVEN SALVATION, WE COULD NEVER HAVE POSSESSED IT SECURELY. AND UNLESS MAN HAD BEEN JOINED TO GOD, HE COULD NEVER HAVE BECOME A PARTAKER OF INCORRUPTIBILITY. FOR IT WAS INCUMBENT UPON THE MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD AND MEN, BY HIS RELATIONSHIP TO BOTH, TO BRING BOTH TO FRIENDSHIP AND CONCORD, AND PRESENT MAN TO GOD, WHILE HE REVEALED GOD TO MAN.(2) FOR, IN WHAT WAY COULD WE BE PARTAKEN OF THE ADOPTION OF SONS, UNLESS WE HAD RECEIVED FROM HIM THROUGH THE SON THAT FELLOWSHIP WHICH REFERS TO HIMSELF, UNLESS HIS WORD, HAVING BEEN MADE FLESH, HAD ENTERED INTO COMMUNION WITH US? WHEREFORE ALSO HE PASSED THROUGH EVERY STAGE OF LIFE, RESTORING TO ALL COMMUNION WITH GOD. THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO ASSERT THAT HE APPEARED PUTATIVELY, AND WAS NEITHER BORN IN THE FLESH NOR TRULY MADE MAN, ARE AS YET UNDER THE OLD CONDEMNATION, HOLDING OUT PATRONAGE TO SIN; FOR, BY THEIR SHOWING, DEATH HAS NOT BEEN VANQUISHED, WHICH "REIGNED FROM ADAM TO MOSES, EVEN OVER THEM THAT HAD NOT SINNED AFTER THE SIMILITUDE OF ADAM'S TRANSGRESSION."(3) BUT THE LAW COMING, WHICH WAS GIVEN BY MOSES, AND TESTIFYING OF SIN THAT IT IS A SINNER, DID TRULY TAKE AWAY HIS (DEATH'S) KINGDOM, SHOWING THAT HE WAS NO KING, BUT A ROBBER; AND IT REVEALED HIM AS A MURDERER. IT LAID, HOWEVER, A WEIGHTY BURDEN UPON MAN, WHO HAD SIN IN HIMSELF, SHOWING THAT HE WAS LIABLE TO DEATH. FOR AS THE LAW WAS SPIRITUAL, IT MERELY MADE SIN TO STAND OUT IN RELIEF, BUT DID NOT DESTROY IT. FOR SIN HAD NO DOMINION OVER THE SPIRIT, BUT OVER MAN. FOR IT BEHOOVED HIM WHO WAS TO DESTROY SIN, AND REDEEM MAN UNDER THE POWER OF DEATH, THAT HE SHOULD HIMSELF BE MADE THAT VERY SAME THING WHICH HE WAS, THAT IS, MAN; WHO HAD BEEN DRAWN BY SIN INTO BONDAGE, BUT WAS HELD BY DEATH, SO THAT SIN SHOULD BE DESTROYED BY MAN, AND MAN SHOULD GO FORTH FROM DEATH. FOR AS BY THE DISOBEDIENCE OF THE ONE MAN WHO WAS ORIGINALLY MOLDED FROM VIRGIN SOIL, THE MANY WERE MADE SINNERS,(4) AND FORFEITED LIFE; SO WAS IT NECESSARY THAT, BY THE OBEDIENCE OF ONE MAN, WHO WAS ORIGINALLY BORN FROM A VIRGIN, MANY SHOULD BE JUSTIFIED AND RECEIVE SALVATION. THUS, THEN, WAS THE WORD OF GOD MADE MAN, AS ALSO MOSES SAYS: "GOD, TRUE ARE HIS WORKS."(5) BUT IF, NOT HAVING BEEN MADE FLESH, HE DID APPEAR AS IF FLESH, HIS WORK WAS NOT A TRUE ONE. BUT WHAT HE DID APPEAR, THAT HE ALSO WAS: GOD RECAPITULATED IN HIMSELF THE ANCIENT FORMATION OF MAN, THAT HE MIGHT KILL SIN, DEPRIVE DEATH OF ITS POWER, AND VIVIFY MAN; AND THEREFORE, HIS WORKS ARE TRUE. 
CHAP. XIX.--JESUS CHRIST WAS NOT A MERE MAN, BEGOTTEN FROM JOSEPH IN THE ORDINARY COURSE OF NATURE, BUT WAS VERY GOD, BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER MOST HIGH, AND VERY MAN, BORN' OF THE VIRGIN. 
1. BUT AGAIN, THOSE WHO ASSERT THAT HE WAS SIMPLY A MERE MAN, BEGOTTEN BY JOSEPH, REMAINING IN THE BONDAGE OF THE OLD DISOBEDIENCE, ARE IN A STATE OF DEATH HAVING BEEN NOT AS YET JOINED TO THE WORD OF GOD THE FATHER, NOR RECEIVING LIBERTY THROUGH THE SON, AS HE DOES HIMSELF DECLARE: "IF THE SON SHALL MAKE YOU FREE, YE SHALL BE FREE INDEED."(6) BUT, BEING IGNORANT OF HIM WHO FROM THE VIRGIN IS EMMANUEL, THEY ARE DEPRIVED OF HIS GIFT, WHICH IS ETERNAL LIFE;(7) AND NOT RECEIVING THE INCORRUPTIBLE WORD, THEY REMAIN IN MORTAL FLESH, AND ARE DEBTORS TO DEATH, NOT OBTAINING THE ANTIDOTE OF LIFE. TO WHOM THE WORD SAYS, MENTIONING HIS OWN GIFT OF GRACE: "I SAID, YE ARE ALL THE SONS OF THE HIGHEST, AND GODS; BUT YE SHALL DIE LIKE MEN."(8) HE SPEAKS UNDOUBTEDLY THESE WORDS TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE GIFT OF ADOPTION, BUT WHO DESPISE THE INCARNATION OF THE PURE GENERATION OF THE WORD OF GOD,(9) DEFRAUD HUMAN NATURE OF PROMOTION INTO GOD, AND PROVE THEMSELVES UNGRATEFUL TO THE WORD OF GOD, WHO BECAME FLESH FOR THEM. FOR IT WAS FOR THIS END THAT THE WORD OF GOD WAS MADE MAN, AND HE WHO WAS THE SON OF GOD BECAME THE SON OF MAN, THAT MAN, HAVING BEEN TAKEN INTO THE WORD, AND RECEIVING THE ADOPTION, MIGHT BECOME THE SON OF GOD. FOR BY NO OTHER MEANS COULD WE HAVE ATTAINED TO INCORRUPTIBILITY AND IMMORTALITY, UNLESS WE HAD BEEN UNITED TO INCORRUPTIBILITY AND IMMORTALITY. BUT HOW COULD WE BE JOINED TO INCORRUPTIBILITY AND IMMORTALITY, UNLESS, FIRST, INCORRUPTIBILITY AND IMMORTALITY HAD BECOME THAT WHICH WE ALSO ARE, SO THAT THE CORRUPTIBLE MIGHT BE SWALLOWED UP BY INCORRUPTIBILITY, AND THE MORTAL BY IMMORTALITY, THAT MIGHT RECEIVE THE ADOPTION OF SONS? 
2. FOR THIS REASON [IT IS ,SAID], "WHO SHALL DECLARE HIS GENERATION?"(1) SINCE "HE IS A MAN, AND WHO SHALL RECOGNIZE HIM?"(2) BUT HE TO WHOM THE FATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN HAS REVEALED HIM,(3) KNOWS HIM, SO THAT HE UNDERSTANDS THAT HE WHO "WAS NOT BORN EITHER BY THE WILL OF THE FLESH, OR BY THE WILL OF MAN,"(4) IS THE SON OF MAN, THIS IS CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD. FOR I HAVE SHOWN FROM THE SCRIPTURES,(5) THAT NO ONE OF THE SONS OF ADAM IS AS TO EVERYTHING, AND ABSOLUTELY, CALLED GOD, OR NAMED LORD. BUT THAT HE IS HIMSELF IN HIS OWN RIGHT, BEYOND ALL MEN WHO EVER LIVED, GOD, AND LORD, AND KING ETERNAL, AND THE INCARNATE WORD, PROCLAIMED BY ALL THE PROPHETS, THE APOSTLES, AND BY THE SPIRIT HIMSELF, MAY BE SEEN BY ALL WHO HAVE ATTAINED TO EVEN A SMALL PORTION OF THE TRUTH. NOW, THE SCRIPTURES WOULD NOT HAVE TESTIFIED THESE THINGS OF HIM, IF, LIKE OTHERS, HE HAD BEEN A MERE MAN. BUT THAT HE HAD, BEYOND ALL OTHERS, IN HIMSELF THAT PRE-EMINENT BIRTH WHICH IS FROM THE MOST HIGH FATHER, AND ALSO EXPERIENCED THAT PRE-EMINENT GENERATION WHICH IS FROM THE VIRGIN,(6) THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES DO IN BOTH RESPECTS TESTIFY OF HIM: ALSO, THAT HE WAS A MAN WITHOUT COMELINESS, AND LIABLE TO SUFFERING;(7) THAT HE SAT UPON THE FOAL OF AN ASS;(8) THAT HE RECEIVED FOR DRINK, VINEGAR AND GALL;(9) THAT HE WAS DESPISED AMONG THE PEOPLE, AND HUMBLED HIMSELF EVEN TO DEATH AND THAT HE IS THE HOLY LORD, THE WONDERFUL, THE COUNSELLOR, THE BEAUTIFUL IN APPEARANCE, AND THE MIGHTY GOD,(10) COMING ON THE CLOUDS AS THE JUDGE OF ALL MEN;(11)--ALL THESE THINGS DID THE SCRIPTURES PROPHESY OF HIM. 
3. FOR AS HE BECAME MAN IN ORDER TO UNDERGO TEMPTATION, SO ALSO WAS HE THE WORD THAT HE MIGHT BE GLORIFIED; THE WORD REMAINING QUIESCENT, THAT HE MIGHT BE CAPABLE OF BEING TEMPTED, DISHONORED, CRUCIFIED, AND OF SUFFERING DEATH, BUT THE HUMAN NATURE BEING SWALLOWED UP IN IT (THE DIVINE), WHEN IT CONQUERED, AND ENDURED [WITHOUT YIELDING], AND PERFORMED ACTS OF KINDNESS, AND ROSE AGAIN, AND WAS RECEIVED UP [INTO HEAVEN]. HE THEREFORE, THE SON OF GOD, OUR LORD, BEING THE WORD OF THE FATHER, AND THE SON OF MAN, SINCE HE HAD A GENERATION AS TO HIS HUMAN NATURE FROM MARY--WHO WAS DESCENDED FROM MANKIND, AND WHO WAS HERSELF A HUMAN BEING--WAS MADE THE SON OF MAN.(12) WHEREFORE ALSO THE LORD HIMSELF GAVE US A SIGN, IN THE DEPTH BELOW, AND IN THE HEIGHT ABOVE, WHICH MAN DID NOT ASK FOR, BECAUSE HE NEVER EXPECTED THAT A VIRGIN COULD CONCEIVE, OR THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT ONE REMAINING A VIRGIN COULD BRING FORTH A SON, AND THAT WHAT WAS THUS BORN SHOULD BE" GOD WITH US," AND DESCEND TO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE OF THE EARTH BENEATH, SEEKING THE SHEEP WHICH HAD PERISHED, WHICH WAS INDEED HIS OWN PECULIAR HANDIWORK, AND ASCEND TO THE HEIGHT ABOVE, OFFERING AND COMMENDING TO HIS FATHER THAT HUMAN NATURE (HOMINEM) WHICH HAD BEEN FOUND, MAKING IN HIS OWN PERSON THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THE RESURRECTION OF MAN; THAT, AS THE HEAD ROSE FROM THE DEAD, SO ALSO THE REMAINING PAN OF THE BODY--[NAMELY, THE BODY] OF EVERY MAN WHO IS FOUND IN LIFE--WHEN THE TIME IS FULFILLED OF THAT CONDEMNATION WHICH EXISTED BY REASON OF DISOBEDIENCE, MAY ARISE, BLENDED TOGETHER AND STRENGTHENED THROUGH MEANS OF JOINTS AND BANDS(13) BY THE INCREASE OF GOD, EACH OF THE MEMBERS HAVING ITS OWN PROPER AND FIT POSITION IN THE BODY. FOR THERE ARE MANY MANSIONS IN THE FATHER'S HOUSE,(14) INASMUCH AS THERE ARE ALSO MANY MEMBERS IN THE BODY. 
CHAP. XX.--GOD SHOWED HIMSELF, BY THE FALL OF MAN, AS PATIENT, BENIGN, MERCIFUL, MIGHTY TO SAVE. MAN IS THEREFORE MOST UNGRATEFUL, IF, UNMINDFUL OF HIS OWN LOT, AND OF THE BENEFITS HELD OUT TO HIM, HE DO NOT ACKNOWLEDGE DIVINE GRACE. 
1. LONG-SUFFERING THEREFORE WAS GOD, WHEN MAN BECAME A DEFAULTER, AS FORESEEING THAT VICTORY WHICH SHOULD BE GRANTED TO HIM THROUGH THE WORD. FOR, WHEN STRENGTH WAS MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS,(15) IT SHOWED THE KINDNESS AND TRANSCENDENT POWER OF GOD. FOR AS HE PATIENTLY SUFFERED JONAH TO BE SWALLOWED BY THE WHALE, NOT THAT HE SHOULD BE SWALLOWED UP AND PERISH ALTOGETHER, BUT THAT, HAVING BEEN CAST OUT AGAIN, HE MIGHT BE THE MORE SUBJECT TO GOD, AND MIGHT GLORIFY HIM THE MORE WHO HAD CONFERRED UPON HIM SUCH AN UNHOPED-FOR DELIVERANCE, AND MIGHT BRING THE NINEVITES TO A LASTING REPENTANCE, SO THAT THEY SHOULD BE CONVENED TO THE LORD, WHO WOULD DELIVER THEM FROM DEATH, HAVING BEEN STRUCK WITH AWE BY THAT PORTENT WHICH HAD BEEN WROUGHT IN JONAH'S CASE, AS THE SCRIPTURE SAYS OF THEM, "AND THEY RETURNED EACH FROM HIS EVIL WAY, AND THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH WAS IN THEIR HANDS, SAYING, WHO KNOWETH IF GOD WILL REPENT, AND TURN AWAY HIS ANGER FROM US, AND WE SHALL NOT PERISH?"(16)--SO ALSO, FROM THE BEGINNING, DID GOD PERMIT MAN TO BE SWALLOWED UP BY THE GREAT WHALE, WHO WAS THE AUTHOR OF TRANSGRESSION, NOT THAT HE SHOULD PERISH ALTOGETHER WHEN SO ENGULPHED; BUT, ARRANGING AND PREPARING THE PLAN OF SALVATION, WHICH WAS ACCOMPLISHED BY THE WORD, THROUGH THE SIGN OF JONAH, FOR THOSE WHO HELD THE SAME OPINION AS JONAH REGARDING THE LORD, AND WHO CONFESSED, AND SAID, "I AM A SERVANT OF THE LORD, AND I WORSHIP THE LORD GOD OF HEAVEN, WHO HATH MADE THE SEA AND THE DRY LAND."(1) [THIS WAS DONE] THAT MAN, RECEIVING AN UNHOPED-FOR SALVATION FROM GOD, MIGHT RISE FROM THE DEAD, AND GLORIFY GOD, AND REPEAT THAT WORD WHICH WAS UTTERED IN PROPHECY BY JONAH: "I CRIED BY REASON OF MINE AFFLICTION TO THE LORD MY GOD, AND HE HEARD ME OUT OF THE BELLY OF HELL;"(2) AND THAT HE MIGHT ALWAYS CONTINUE GLORIFYING GOD, AND GIVING THANKS WITHOUT CEASING, FOR THAT SALVATION WHICH HE HAS DERIVED FROM HIM, "THAT NO FLESH SHOULD GLORY IN THE LORD'S PRESENCE;"(3) AND THAT MAN SHOULD NEVER ADOPT AN OPPOSITE OPINION WITH REGARD TO GOD, SUPPOSING THAT THE INCORRUPTIBILITY WHICH BELONGS TO HIM IS HIS OWN NATURALLY, AND BY THUS NOT HOLDING THE TRUTH, SHOULD BOAST WITH EMPTY SUPERCILIOUSNESS, AS IF HE WERE NATURALLY LIKE TO GOD. FOR HE (SATAN) THUS RENDERED HIM (MAN) MORE UNGRATEFUL TOWARDS HIS CREATOR, OBSCURED THE LOVE WHICH GOD HAD TOWARDS MAN, AND BLINDED HIS MIND NOT TO PERCEIVE WHAT IS WORTHY OF GOD, COMPARING HIMSELF WITH, AND JUDGING HIMSELF EQUAL TO, GOD. 
2. THIS, THEREFORE, WAS THE [OBJECT OF THE] LONG-SUFFERING OF GOD, THAT MAN, PASSING THROUGH ALL THINGS, AND ACQUIRING THE KNOWLEDGE OF MORAL DISCIPLINE, THEN ATTAINING TO THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, AND LEARNING BY EXPERIENCE WHAT IS THE SOURCE OF HIS DELIVERANCE, MAY ALWAYS LIVE IN A STATE OF GRATITUDE TO THE LORD, HAVING OBTAINED FROM HIM THE GIFT OF INCORRUPTIBILITY, THAT HE MIGHT LOVE HIM THE MORE; FOR "HE TO WHOM MORE IS FORGIVEN, LOVETH MORE:"(4) AND THAT HE MAY KNOW HIMSELF, HOW MORTAL AND WEAK HE IS; WHILE HE ALSO UNDERSTANDS RESPECTING GOD, THAT HE IS IMMORTAL AND POWERFUL TO SUCH A DEGREE AS TO CONFER IMMORTALITY UPON WHAT IS MORTAL, AND ETERNITY UPON WHAT IS TEMPORAL; AND MAY UNDERSTAND ALSO THE OTHER ATTRIBUTES OF GOD DISPLAYED TOWARDS HIMSELF, BY MEANS OF WHICH BEING INSTRUCTED HE MAY THINK OF GOD IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DIVINE GREATNESS. FOR THE GLORY OF MAN [IS] GOD, BUT [HIS] WORKS [ARE THE GLORY] OF GOD; AND THE RECEPTACLE OF ALL HIS. WISDOM AND POWER [ARE] MAN. JUST AS THE PHYSICIAN IS PROVED BY HIS PATIENTS, SO IS GOD ALSO REVEALED THROUGH MEN. AND THEREFORE, PAUL DECLARES, "FOR GOD HATH CONCLUDED ALL IN UNBELIEF, THAT HE MAY HAVE MERCY UPON ALL;"(5) NOT SAYING THIS IN REFERENCE TO SPIRITUAL AEONS, BUT TO MAN, WHO HAD BEEN DISOBEDIENT TO GOD, AND BEING CAST OFF FROM IMMORTALITY, THEN OBTAINED MERCY, RECEIVING THROUGH THE SON OF GOD THAT ADOPTION WHICH IS [ACCOMPLISHED] BY HIMSELF. FOR HE WHO HOLDS, WITHOUT PRIDE AND BOASTING, THE TRUE GLORY (OPINION) REGARDING CREATED THINGS AND THE CREATOR, WHO IS THE ALMIGHTY GOD OF ALL, AND WHO HAS GRANTED EXISTENCE TO ALL; [SUCH AN ONE,] CONTINUING IN HIS LOVE(6) AND SUBJECTION, AND GIVING OF THANKS, SHALL ALSO RECEIVE FROM HIM THE GREATER GLORY OF PROMOTION,(7) LOOKING FORWARD TO THE TIME WHEN HE SHALL BECOME LIKE HIM WHO DIED FOR HIM, FOR HE, TOO, "WAS MADE IN THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH,"(8) TO CONDEMN SIN, AND TO CAST IT, AS NOW A CONDEMNED THING, AWAY BEYOND THE FLESH, BUT THAT HE MIGHT CALL MAN FORTH INTO HIS OWN LIKENESS, ASSIGNING HIM AS [HIS OWN] IMITATOR TO GOD, AND IMPOSING ON HIM HIS FATHER'S LAW, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY SEE GOD, AND GRANTING HIM POWER TO RECEIVE THE FATHER; [BEING](9) THE WORD OF GOD WHO DWELT IN MAN, AND BECAME THE SON OF MAN, THAT HE MIGHT ACCUSTOM MAN TO RECEIVE GOD, AND GOD TO DWELL IN MAN, ACCORDING TO THE GOOD PLEASURE OF THE FATHER. 
3. ON THIS ACCOUNT, THEREFORE, THE LORD HIMSELF,(10) WHO IS EMMANUEL FROM THE VIRGIN,(11) IS THE SIGN OF OUR SALVATION, SINCE IT WAS THE LORD HIMSELF WHO SAVED THEM, BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT BE SAVED BY THEIR OWN INSTRUMENTALITY; AND, THEREFORE, WHEN PAUL SETS FORTH HUMAN INFIRMITY, HE SAYS: "FOR I KNOW THAT THERE DWELLETH IN MY FLESH NO GOOD THING,"(12) SHOWING THAT THE "GOOD THING" OF OUR SALVATION IS NOT FROM US, BUT FROM GOD. AND AGAIN: "WRETCHED MAN THAT I AM, WHO SHALL DELIVER ME FROM THE BODY OF THIS DEATH?"(13) THEN HE INTRODUCES THE DELIVERER, [SAYING,] "THE GRACE OF JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD." AND ISAIAH DECLARES THIS ALSO, [WHEN HE SAYS:] "BE YE STRENGTHENED, YE HANDS THAT HANG DOWN, AND YE FEEBLE KNEES; BE YE ENCOURAGED, YE FEEBLE-MINDED; BE COMFORTED, FEAR NOT: BEHOLD, OUR GOD HAS GIVEN JUDGMENT WITH RETRIBUTION, AND SHALL RECOMPENSE: HE WILL COME HIMSELF, AND 
WILL SAVE US."(14) HERE WE SEE, THAT NOT BY OURSELVES, BUT BY THE HELP OF GOD, WE MUST BE SAVED. 
4. AGAIN, THAT IT SHOULD NOT BE A MERE MAN WHO SHOULD SAVE US, NOR [ONE] WITHOUT FLESH--FOR THE ANGELS ARE WITHOUT FLESH--[THE SAME PROPHET] ANNOUNCED, SAYING: "NEITHER AN EIDER,(1) NOR ANGEL, BUT THE LORD HIMSELF WILL SAVE THEM BECAUSE HE LOVES THEM, AND WILL SPARE THEM HE WILL HIMSELF SET THEM FREE."(2) AND THAT HE SHOULD HIMSELF BECOME VERY MAN, VISIBLE, WHEN HE SHOULD BE THE WORD GIVING SALVATION, ISAIAH AGAIN SAP: "BEHOLD, CITY OF ZION: THINE EYES SHALL SEE OUR SALVATION."(3) AND THAT IT WAS NOT A MERE MAN WHO DIED FOR US, ISAIAH SAYS: "AND THE HOLY LORD REMEMBERED HIS DEAD ISRAEL, WHO HAD SLEPT IN THE LAND OF SEPULTURE; AND HE CAME DOWN TO PREACH HIS SALVATION TO THEM, THAT HE MIGHT SAVE THEM."(4) AND AMOS (MICAH) THE PROPHET DECLARES THE SAME: "HE WILL TURN AGAIN, AND WILL HAVE COMPASSION UPON US: HE WILL DESTROY OUR INIQUITIES, AND WILL CAST OUR SINS INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA."(5) AND AGAIN, SPECIFYING THE PLACE OF HIS ADVENT, HE SAYS: "THE LORD HATH SPOKEN FROM ZION, AND HE HAS UTTERED HIS VOICE FROM JERUSALEM."(6) AND THAT IT IS FROM THAT REGION WHICH IS TOWARDS THE SOUTH OF THE INHERITANCE OF JUDAH THAT THE SON OF GOD SHALL COME, WHO IS GOD, AND WHO WAS FROM BETHLEHEM, WHERE THE LORD WAS BORN [AND] WILL SEND OUT HIS PRAISE THROUGH ALL THE EARTH, THUS(7) SAYS THE PROPHET HABAKKUK: "GOD SHALL COME FROM THE SOUTH, AND THE HOLY ONE FROM MOUNT, EFFREM. HIS POWER COVERED THE HEAVENS OVER, AND THE EARTH IS FULL OF HIS PRAISE. BEFORE HIS FACE SHALL GO FORTH THE WORD, AND HIS FEET SHALL ADVANCE IN THE PLAINS."(8) THUS HE INDICATES IN CLEAR TERMS THAT HE IS GOD, AND THAT HIS ADVENT WAS [TO TAKE PLACE] IN BETHLEHEM, AND FROM MOUNT EFFREM, WHICH IS TOWARDS THE SOUTH OF THE INHERITANCE, AND THAT [HE IS] MAN. FOR HE SAYS, "HIS FEET SHALL ADVANCE IN THE PLAINS:" AND THIS IS AN INDICATION PROPER TO MAN.(9) 
CHAP. XXI.--A VINDICATION OF THE PROPHECY IN ISAIAH (VII. 14) AGAINST THE MISINTERPRETATIONS OF THEODOTION, AQUILA, THE EBIONITES, AND THE JEWS. AUTHORITY OF THE SEPTUAGINT VERSION. ARGUMENTS IN PROOF THAT CHRIST WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN. 
1. GOD, THEN, WAS MADE MAN, AND THE LORD DID HIMSELF SAVE US, GIVING US THE TOKEN OF THE VIRGIN. BUT NOT AS SOME ALLEGE, AMONG THOSE NOW PRESUMING TO EXPOUND THE SCRIPTURE, [THUS:] "BEHOLD, A YOUNG WOMAN SHALL CONCEIVE, AND BRING FORTH A SON,"(10) AS THEODOTION THE EPHESIAN HAS INTERPRETED, AND AQUILA OF PONTUS,(11) BOTH JEWISH PROSELYTES. THE EBIONITES, FOLLOWING THESE, ASSERT THAT HE WAS BEGOTTEN BY JOSEPH; THUS DESTROYING, AS FAR AS IN THEM LIES, SUCH A MARVELOUS DISPENSATION OF GOD, AND SETTING ASIDE THE TESTIMONY OF THE PROPHETS WHICH PROCEEDED FROM GOD. FOR TRULY THIS PREDICTION WAS UTTERED BEFORE THE REMOVAL OF THE PEOPLE TO BABYLON; THAT IS, ANTERIOR TO THE SUPREMACY ACQUIRED BY THE MEDES AND PERSIANS. BUT IT WAS INTERPRETED INTO GREEK BY THE JEWS THEMSELVES, MUCH BEFORE THE PERIOD OF OUR LORD'S ADVENT, THAT THERE MIGHT REMAIN NO SUSPICION THAT PERCHANCE THE JEWS, COMPLYING WITH OUR HUMOR, DID PUT THIS INTERPRETATION UPON THESE WORDS. THEY INDEED, HAD THEY BEEN COGNIZANT OF OUR FUTURE EXISTENCE, AND THAT WE SHOULD USE THESE PROOFS FROM THE SCRIPTURES, WOULD THEMSELVES NEVER HAVE HESITATED TO BURN THEIR OWN SCRIPTURES, WHICH DO DECLARE THAT ALL OTHER NATIONS PARTAKE OF [ETERNAL] LIFE, AND SHOW THAT THEY WHO BOAST THEMSELVES AS BEING THE HOUSE OF JACOB AND THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, AM DISINHERITED FROM THE GRACE OF GOD. 
2. FOR BEFORE THE ROMANS POSSESSED THEIR KINGDOM,(12) WHILE AS YET THE MACEDONIANS HELD ASIA, PTOLEMY THE SON OF LAGUS, BEING ANXIOUS TO ADORN THE LIBRARY WHICH HE HAD FOUNDED IN ALEXANDRIA, WITH A COLLECTION OF THE WRITINGS OF ALL MEN, WHICH WERE [WORKS] OF MERIT, MADE REQUEST TO THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM, THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE THEIR SCRIPTURES TRANSLATED INTO THE GREEK LANGUAGE. AND THEY-- FOR AT THAT TIME THEY WERE STILL SUBJECT TO THE MACEDONIANS--SENT TO PTOLEMY SEVENTY OF THEIR ELDERS, WHO WERE THOROUGHLY SKILLED IN THE SCRIPTURES AND IN BOTH THE LANGUAGES, TO CARRY OUT WHAT HE HAD DESIRED.(13) BUT HE, WISHING TO TEST THEM INDIVIDUALLY, AND FEARING LEST THEY MIGHT PERCHANCE, BY TAKING COUNSEL TOGETHER, CONCEAL THE TRUTH IN THE SCRIPTURES, BY THEIR INTERPRETATION, SEPARATED THEM FROM EACH OTHER, AND COMMANDED THEM ALL TO WRITE THE SAME TRANSLATION. HE DID THIS WITH RESPECT TO ALL THE BOOKS. BUT WHEN THEY CAME TOGETHER IN THE SAME PLACE BEFORE PTOLEMY, AND EACH OF THEM COMPARED HIS OWN INTERPRETATION WITH THAT OF EVERY OTHER, GOD WAS INDEED GLORIFIED, AND THE SCRIPTURES WERE ACKNOWLEDGED AS TRULY DIVINE. FOR ALL OF THEM READ OUT THE COMMON TRANSLATION [WHICH THEY HAD PREPARED] IN THE VERY SAME WORDS AND THE VERY SAME NAMES, FROM BEGINNING TO END, SO THAT EVEN THE GENTILES PRESENT PERCEIVED THAT THE SCRIPTURES HAD BEEN INTERPRETED BY THE INSPIRATION OF GOD.(1) AND THERE WAS NOTHING ASTONISHING IN GOD HAVING DONE THIS,--HE WHO, WHEN, DURING THE CAPTIVITY OF THE PEOPLE UNDER NEBUCHADNEZZAR, THE SCRIPTURES HAD BEEN CORRUPTED, AND WHEN, AFTER SEVENTY YEARS, THE JEWS HAD RETURNED TO THEIR OWN LAND, THEN, IN THE TIMES OF ARTAXERXES KING OF THE PERSIANS, INSPIRED ESDRAS THE PRIEST, OF THE TRIBE OF LEVI, TO RECAST(2) ALL THE WORDS OF THE FORMER PROPHETS, AND TO RE-ESTABLISH WITH THE PEOPLE THE MOSAIC LEGISLATION. 
3. SINCE, THEREFORE, THE SCRIPTURES HAVE BEEN INTERPRETED WITH SUCH FIDELITY, AND BY THE GRACE OF GOD, AND SINCE FROM THESE GOD HAS PREPARED AND FORMED AGAIN OUR FAITH TOWARDS HIS SON, AND HAS PRESERVED TO US THE UNADULTERATED SCRIPTURES IN EGYPT, WHERE THE HOUSE OF JACOB FLOURISHED, FLEEING FROM THE FAMINE IN CANAAN; WHERE ALSO OUR LORD WAS PRESERVED WHEN HE FLED FROM THE PERSECUTION SET ON FOOT BY HEROD; AND [SINCE] THIS INTERPRETATION OF THESE SCRIPTURES WAS MADE PRIOR TO OUR LORD'S DESCENT [TO EARTH], AND CAME INTO BEING BEFORE THE CHRISTIANS APPEARED--FOR OUR LORD WAS BORN ABOUT THE FORTY-FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF AUGUSTUS; BUT PTOLEMY WAS MUCH EARLIER, UNDER WHOM THE SCRIPTURES WERE INTERPRETED;--[SINCE THESE THINGS ARE SO, I SAY,] TRULY THESE MEN ARE PROVED TO BE IMPUDENT AND PRESUMPTUOUS, WHO WOULD NOW SHOW A DESIRE TO MAKE DIFFERENT TRANSLATIONS, WHEN WE REFUTE THEM OUT OF THESE SCRIPTURES, AND SHUT THEM UP TO A BELIEF IN THE ADVENT OF THE SON OF GOD. BUT OUR FAITH IS STEADFAST, UNFEIGNED, AND THE ONLY TRUE ONE, HAVING CLEAR PROOF FROM THESE SCRIPTURES, WHICH WERE INTERPRETED IN THE WAY I HAVE RELATED; AND THE PREACHING OF THE CHURCH IS WITHOUT INTERPOLATION. FOR THE APOSTLES, SINCE THEY ARE OF MORE ANCIENT DATE THAN ALL THESE [HERETICS], AGREE WITH THIS AFORESAID TRANSLATION; AND THE TRANSLATION HARMONIZES WITH THE TRADITION OF THE APOSTLES. FOR PETER, AND JOHN, AND MATTHEW, AND PAUL, AND THE REST SUCCESSIVELY, AS WELL AS THEIR FOLLOWERS, DID SET FORTH ALL PROPHETICAL [ANNOUNCE-MERITS], JUST AS(3) THE INTERPRETATION OF THE ELDERS CONTAINS THEM. 
4. FOR THE ONE AND THE SAME SPIRIT OF GOD, WHO PROCLAIMED BY THE PROPHETS WHAT AND OF WHAT SORT THE ADVENT OF THE LORD SHOULD BE, DID BY THESE ELDERS GIVE A JUST INTERPRETATION OF WHAT HAD BEEN TRULY PROPHESIED; AND HE DID HIMSELF, BY THE APOSTLES, ANNOUNCE THAT THE FULNESS OF THE TIMES OF THE ADOPTION HAD ARRIVED, THAT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN HAD DRAWN NIGH, AND THAT HE WAS DWELLING WITHIN THOSE THAT BELIEVE ON HIM WHO WAS BORN EMMANUEL OF THE VIRGIN. TO THIS EFFECT THEY TESTIFY, [SAYING,] THAT BEFORE JOSEPH HAD COME TOGETHER WITH MARY, WHILE SHE THEREFORE REMAINED IN VIRGINITY, "SHE WAS FOUND WITH CHILD OF THE HOLY GHOST;"(4) AND THAT THE ANGEL GABRIEL SAID UNTO HER, "THE HOLY GHOST SHALL COME UPON THEE, AND THE POWER OF THE HIGHEST SHALL OVERSHADOW THEE; THEREFORE ALSO THAT HOLY THING WHICH SHALL BE BORN OF THEE SHALL BE CALLED THE SON OF GOD;"(5) AND THAT THE ANGEL SAID TO JOSEPH IN A DREAM, "NOW THIS WAS DONE, THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED WHICH WAS SPOKEN BY ISAIAH THE PROPHET, BEHOLD, A VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD."(6) BUT THE ELDERS HAVE THUS INTERPRETED WHAT ESAIAS SAID: "AND THE LORD, MOREOVER, SAID UNTO AHAZ, ASK FOR THYSELF A SIGN FROM THE LORD THY GOD OUT OF THE DEPTH BELOW, OR FROM THE HEIGHT ABOVE. AND AHAZ SAID, I WILL NOT ASK, AND I WILL NOT TEMPT THE LORD. AND HE SAID, IT IS NOT A SMALL THING(7) FOR YOU TO WEARY MEN; AND HOW DOES THE LORD WEARY THEM? THEREFORE, THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL GIVE YOU A SIGN; BEHOLD, A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE, AND BEAR A SON; AND YE SHALL CALL HIS NAME EMMANUEL. BUTTER AND HONEY SHALL HE EAT: BEFORE HE KNOWS OR CHOOSES OUT THINGS THAT ARE EVIL, HE SHALL EXCHANGE THEM FOR WHAT IS GOOD; FOR BEFORE THE CHILD KNOWS GOOD OR EVIL, HE SHALL NOT CONSENT TO EVIL, THAT HE MAY CHOOSE THAT WHICH IS GOOD."(8) CAREFULLY, THEN, HAS THE HOLY GHOST POINTED OUT, BY WHAT HAS BEEN SAID, HIS BIRTH FROM A VIRGIN, AND HIS ESSENCE, THAT HE IS GOD (FOR THE NAME EMMANUEL INDICATES THIS). AND HE SHOWS THAT HE IS A MAN, WHEN HE SAYS, "BUTTER AND HONEY SHALL HE EAT;" AND IN THAT HE TERMS HIM A CHILD ALSO, [IN SAYING,] "BEFORE HE KNOWS GOOD AND EVIL;" FOR THESE ARE ALL THE TOKENS OF A HUMAN INFANT. BUT THAT HE "WILL NOT CONSENT TO EVIL, THAT HE MAY CHOOSE THAT WHICH IS GOOD,"--THIS IS PROPER TO GOD; THAT BY THE FACT, THAT HE SHALL EAT BUTTER AND HONEY, WE SHOULD NOT UNDERSTAND THAT HE IS A MERE MAN ONLY, NOR, ON THE OTHER HAND, FROM THE NAME EMMANUEL, SHOULD SUSPECT HIM TO BE GOD WITHOUT FLESH. 
5. AND WHEN HE SAYS, "HEAR, O HOUSE OF DAVID,"(9) HE PERFORMED THE PART OF ONE INDICATING THAT HE WHOM GOD PROMISED DAVID THAT HE WOULD RAISE UP FROM THE FRUIT OF HIS BELLY (VENTRIS) AN ETERNAL KING, IS THE SAME WHO WAS BORN OF THE VIRGIN, HERSELF OF THE LINEAGE OF DAVID. FOR ON THIS ACCOUNT ALSO, HE PROMISED THAT THE KING SHOULD BE "OF THE FRUIT OF HIS BELLY," WHICH WAS THE APPROPRIATE [TERM TO USE WITH RESPECT] TO A VIRGIN CONCEIVING, AND NOT "OF THE FRUIT OF HIS LOINS," NOR "OF THE FRUIT OF HIS REINS," WHICH EXPRESSION IS APPROPRIATE TO A GENERATING MAN, AND A WOMAN CONCEIVING BY A MAN. IN THIS PROMISE, THEREFORE, THE SCRIPTURE EXCLUDED ALL VIRILE INFLUENCE; YET IT CERTAINLY IS NOT MENTIONED THAT HE WHO WAS BORN WAS NOT FROM THE WILL OF MAN. BUT IT HAS FIXED AND ESTABLISHED "THE FRUIT OF THE BELLY," THAT IT MIGHT DECLARE THE GENERATION OF HIM WHO SHOULD BE [BORN] FROM THE VIRGIN, AS ELISABETH TESTIFIED WHEN FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST, SAYING TO MARY, "BLESSED ART THOU AMONG WOMEN, AND BLESSED IS THE FRUIT OF THY BELLY;"(1) THE HOLY GHOST POINTING OUT TO THOSE WILLING TO HEAR, THAT THE PROMISE WHICH GOD HAD MADE, OF RAISING UP A KING FROM THE FRUIT OF [DAVID'S] BELLY, WAS FULFILLED IN THE BIRTH FROM THE VIRGIN, THAT IS, FROM MARY. LET THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO ALTER THE PASSAGE OF ISAIAH THUS, "BEHOLD, A YOUNG WOMAN SHALL CONCEIVE," AND WHO WILL HAVE HIM TO BE JOSEPH'S SON, ALSO ALTER THE FORM OF THE PROMISE WHICH WAS GIVEN TO DAVID, WHEN GOD PROMISED HIM TO RAISE UP, FROM THE FRUIT OF HIS BELLY, THE HORN OF CHRIST THE KING. BUT THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND, OTHERWISE THEY WOULD HAVE PRESUMED TO ALTER EVEN THIS PASSAGE ALSO. 
6. BUT WHAT ISAIAH SAID, "FROM THE HEIGHT ABOVE, OR FROM THE DEPTH BENEATH,"(2) WAS MEANT TO INDICATE, THAT "HE WHO DESCENDED WAS THE SAME ALSO WHO ASCENDED."(3) BUT IN THIS THAT HE SAID, "THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL GIVE YOU A SIGN," HE DECLARED AN UNLOOKED-FOR THING WITH REGARD TO HIS GENERATION, WHICH COULD HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED IN NO OTHER WAY THAN BY GOD THE LORD OF ALL, GOD HIMSELF GIVING A SIGN IN THE HOUSE OF DAVID. FOR WHAT GREAT THING OR WHAT SIGN SHOULD HAVE BEEN IN THIS, THAT A YOUNG WOMAN CONCEIVING BY A MAN SHOULD BRING FORTH, A THING WHICH HAPPENS TO ALL WOMEN THAT PRODUCE OFFSPRING? BUT SINCE AN UNLOOKED-FOR SALVATION WAS TO BE PROVIDED FOR MEN THROUGH THE HELP OF GOD, SO ALSO WAS THE UNLOOKED-FOR BIRTH FROM A VIRGIN ACCOMPLISHED; GOD GIVING THIS SIGN, BUT MAN NOT WORKING IT OUT. 
7. ON THIS ACCOUNT ALSO, DANIEL,(4) FORESEEING HIS ADVENT, SAID THAT A STONE, CUT OUT WITHOUT HANDS, CAME INTO THIS WORLD. FOR THIS IS WHAT "WITHOUT HANDS" MEANS, THAT HIS COMING INTO THIS WORLD WAS NOT BY THE OPERATION OF HUMAN HANDS, THAT IS, OF THOSE MEN WHO ARE ACCUSTOMED TO STONE-CUTTING; THAT IS, JOSEPH TAKING NO PART WITH REGARD TO IT, BUT MARY ALONE CO-OPERATING WITH THE PRE-ARRANGED PLAN. FOR THIS STONE FROM THE EARTH DERIVES EXISTENCE FROM BOTH THE POWER AND THE WISDOM OF GOD. WHEREFORE ALSO ISAIAH SAYS: "THUS SAITH THE LORD, BEHOLD, I DEPOSIT IN THE FOUNDATIONS OF ZION A STONE, PRECIOUS, ELECT, THE CHIEF, THE CORNER-ONE, TO BE HAD IN HONOUR."(5) SO, THEN, WE UNDERSTAND THAT HIS ADVENT IN HUMAN NATURE WAS NOT BY THE WILL OF A MAN, BUT BY THE WILL OF GOD. 
8. WHEREFORE ALSO MOSES GIVING A TYPE, CAST HIS ROD UPON THE EARTH,(6) IN ORDER THAT IT, BY BECOMING FLESH, MIGHT EXPOSE AND SWALLOW UP ALL THE OPPOSITION OF THE EGYPTIANS, WHICH WAS LIFTING ITSELF UP AGAINST THE PRE-ARRANGED PLAN OF GOD;(7) THAT THE EGYPTIANS THEMSELVES MIGHT TESTIFY THAT IT IS THE FINGER OF GOD WHICH WORKS SALVATION FOR THE PEOPLE, AND NOT THE SON OF JOSEPH. FOR IF HE WERE THE SON OF JOSEPH, HOW COULD HE BE GREATER THAN SOLOMON, OF GREATER THAN JONAH,(8) OR GREATER THAN DAVID,(9) WHEN HE WAS GENERATED FROM THE SAME SEED, AND WAS A DESCENDANT OF THESE MEN? AND HOW WAS IT THAT HE ALSO PRONOUNCED PETER BLESSED, BECAUSE HE ACKNOWLEDGED HIM TO BE THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD ?(10) 
9. BUT BESIDES, IF INDEED HE HAD BEEN THE SON OF JOSEPH, HE COULD NOT, ACCORDING TO JEREMIAH, BE EITHER KING OR HEIR. FOR JOSEPH IS SHOWN TO BE THE SON OF JOACHIM AND JECHONIAH, AS ALSO MATTHEW SETS FORTH IN HIS PEDIGREE.(11) BUT JECHONIAH, AND ALL HIS POSTERITY, WERE DISINHERITED FROM THE KINGDOM; JEREMIAH THUS DECLARING, "AS I LIVE, SAITH THE LORD, IF JECHONIAH THE SON OF JOACHIM KING OF JUDAH HAD BEEN MADE THE SIGNET OF MY RIGHT HAND, I WOULD PLUCK HIM THENCE, AND DELIVER HIM INTO THE HAND OF THOSE SEEKING THY LIFE."(12) AND AGAIN: "JECHONIAH IS DISHONORED AS A USELESS VESSEL, FOR HE HAS BEEN CAST INTO A LAND WHICH HE KNEW NOT. EARTH, HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD: WRITE THIS MAN A DISINHERITED PERSON; FOR NONE OF HIS SEED, SITTING ON THE THRONE OF DAVID, SHALL PROSPER, OR BE A PRINCE IN JUDAH."(13) AND AGAIN, GOD SPEAKS OF JOACHIM HIS FATHER: "THEREFORE THUS SAITH THE LORD CONCERNING JOACHIM HIS FATHER, KING OF JUDEA, THERE SHALL BE FROM HIM NONE SITTING UPON THE THRONE OF DAVID: AND HIS DEAD BODY SHALL BE CAST OUT IN THE HEAT OF DAY, AND IN THE FROST OF NIGHT. AND I WILL LOOK UPON HIM, AND UPON HIS SONS, AND WILL BRING UPON THEM, AND UPON THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM, UPON THE LAND OF JUDAH, ALL THE EVILS THAT I HAVE PRONOUNCED AGAINST THEM."(1) THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO SAY THAT HE WAS BEGOTTEN OF JOSEPH, AND THAT THEY HAVE HOPE IN HIM, DO CAUSE THEMSELVES TO BE DISINHERITED FROM THE KINGDOM, FAILING TINDER THE CURSE AND REBUKE DIRECTED AGAINST JECHONIAH AND HIS SEED. BECAUSE FOR THIS REASON HAVE THESE THINGS BEEN SPOKEN CONCERNING JECHONIAH, THE [HOLY] SPIRIT FOREKNOWING THE DOCTRINES OF THE EVIL TEACHERS; THAT THEY MAY LEARN THAT FROM HIS SEED--THAT IS, FROM JOSEPH--HE WAS NOT TO BE BORN BUT THAT, ACCORDING TO THE PROMISE OF GOD, FROM DAVID'S BELLY THE KING ETERNAL IS RAISED UP, WHO SUMS UP ALL THINGS IN HIMSELF, AND HAS GATHERED INTO HIMSELF THE ANCIENT FORMATION [OF MAN].(2) 
10. FOR AS BY ONE MAN'S DISOBEDIENCE SIN ENTERED, AND DEATH OBTAINED [A PLACE] THROUGH SIN; SO ALSO BY THE OBEDIENCE OF ONE MAN, RIGHTEOUSNESS HAVING BEEN INTRODUCED, SHALL CAUSE LIFE TO FRUCTIFY IN THOSE PERSONS WHO IN TIMES PAST WERE DEAD.(3) AND AS THE PROTOPLAST HIMSELF ADAM, HAD HIS SUBSTANCE FROM UNTILLED AND AS YET VIRGIN SOIL ("FOR GOD HAD NOT YET SENT RAIN, AND MAN HAD NOT TILLED THE GROUND"(4)), AND WAS FORMED BY THE HAND OF GOD, THAT IS, BY THE WORD OF GOD, FOR "ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM,"(5) AND THE LORD TOOK DUST FROM THE EARTH AND FORMED MAN; SO DID HE WHO IS THE WORD, RECAPITULATING ADAM IN HIMSELF, RIGHTLY RECEIVE A BIRTH, ENABLING HIM TO GATHER UP ADAM [INTO HIMSELF], FROM MARY, WHO WAS AS YET A VIRGIN. IF, THEN, THE FIRST ADAM HAD A MAN FOR HIS FATHER, AND WAS BORN OF HUMAN SEED, IT WAS REASONABLE TO SAY THAT THE SECOND ADAM WAS BEGOTTEN OF JOSEPH. BUT IF THE FORMER WAS TAKEN FROM THE DUST, AND GOD WAS HIS MAKER, IT WAS INCUMBENT THAT THE LATTER ALSO, MAKING A RECAPITULATION IN HIMSELF, SHOULD BE FORMED AS MAN BY GOD, TO HAVE AN ANALOGY WITH THE FORMER AS RESPECTS HIS ORIGIN. WHY, THEN, DID NOT GOD AGAIN TAKE DUST, BUT WROUGHT SO THAT THE FORMATION SHOULD BE MADE OF MARY? IT WAS THAT THERE MIGHT NOT BE ANOTHER FORMATION CALLED INTO BEING, NOR ANY OTHER WHICH SHOULD [REQUIRE TO] BE SAVED, BUT THAT THE VERY SAME FORMATION SHOULD BE SUMMED UP [IN CHRIST AS HAD EXISTED IN ADAM], THE ANALOGY HAVING BEEN PRESERVED. 
CHAP. XXII.--CHRIST ASSUMED ACTUAL FLESH, CONCEIVED AND BORN OF THE VIRGIN. 
1. THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO ALLEGE THAT HE TOOK NOTHING FROM THE VIRGIN DO GREATLY ERR, [SINCE,] IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY CAST AWAY THE INHERITANCE OF THE FLESH, THEY ALSO REJECT THE ANALOGY [BETWEEN HIM AND ADAM]. FOR IF THE ONE [WHO SPRANG] FROM THE EARTH HAD INDEED FORMATION AND SUBSTANCE FROM BOTH THE HAND AND WORKMANSHIP OF GOD, BUT THE OTHER NOT FROM THE HAND AND WORKMANSHIP OF GOD, THEN HE WHO WAS MADE AFTER THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF THE FORMER DID NOT, IN THAT CASE, PRESERVE THE ANALOGY OF MAN, AND HE MUST SEEM AN INCONSISTENT PIECE OF WORK, NOT HAVING WHEREWITH HE MAY SHOW HIS WISDOM. BUT THIS IS TO SAY, THAT HE ALSO APPEARED PUTATIVELY AS MAN WHEN HE WAS NOT MAN, AND THAT HE WAS MADE MAN WHILE TAKING NOTHING FROM MAN. FOR IF HE DID NOT RECEIVE THE SUBSTANCE OF FLESH FROM A HUMAN BEING, HE NEITHER WAS MADE MAN NOR THE SON OF MAN; AND IF HE WAS NOT MADE WHAT WE WERE, HE DID NO GREAT THING IN WHAT HE SUFFERED AND ENDURED. BUT EVERY ONE WILL ALLOW THAT WE ARE [COMPOSED OF] A BODY TAKEN FROM THE EARTH, AND A SOUL RECEIVING SPIRIT FROM GOD. THIS, THEREFORE, THE WORD OF GOD WAS MADE, RECAPITULATING IN HIMSELF HIS OWN HANDIWORK; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT DOES HE CONFESS HIMSELF THE SON OF MAN, AND BLESSES "THE MEEK, BECAUSE THEY SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH."(6) THE APOSTLE PAUL, MOREOVER, IN THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS, DECLARES PLAINLY, "GOD SENT HIS SON, MADE OF A WOMAN."(7) AND AGAIN, IN THAT TO THE ROMANS, HE SAYS, "CONCERNING HIS SON, WHO WAS MADE OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, WHO WAS PREDESTINATED AS THE SON OF GOD WITH POWER, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF HOLINESS, BY THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD."(8) 
2.(9) SUPERFLUOUS, TOO, IN THAT CASE IS HIS DESCENT INTO MARY; FOR WHY DID HE COME DOWN INTO HER IF HE WERE TO TAKE NOTHING OF HER? STILL FURTHER, IF HE HAD TAKEN NOTHING OF MARY, HE WOULD NEVER HAVE AVAILED HIMSELF OF THOSE KINDS OF FOOD WHICH ARE DERIVED FROM THE EARTH, BY WHICH THAT BODY WHICH HAS BEEN TAKEN FROM THE EARTH IS NOURISHED; NOR WOULD HE HAVE HUNGERED, FASTING THOSE FORTY DAYS, LIKE MOSES AND ELIAS, UNLESS HIS BODY WAS CRAVING AFTER ITS OWN PROPER NOURISHMENT; NOR, AGAIN, WOULD JOHN HIS DISCIPLE HAVE SAID, WHEN WRITING OF HIM, "BUT JESUS, BEING WEARIED WITH THE JOURNEY, WAS SITTING [TO REST];"(10) NOR WOULD DAVID HAVE PROCLAIMED OF HIM BEFOREHAND, "THEY HAVE ADDED TO THE GRIEF OF MY WOUNDS;"(11) NOR WOULD HE HAVE WEPT OVER LAZARUS, NOR HAVE SWEATED GREAT DROPS OF BLOOD; NOR HAVE DECLARED, "MY SOUL IS EXCEEDING SORROWFUL;"(12) NOR, WHEN HIS SIDE WAS PIERCED, WOULD THERE HAVE COME FORTH BLOOD AND WATER. FOR ALL THESE ARE TOKENS OF THE FLESH WHICH HAD BEEN DERIVED FROM THE EARTH, WHICH HE HAD RECAPITULATED IN HIMSELF, BEARING SALVATION TO HIS OWN HANDIWORK. 
3. WHEREFORE LUKE POINTS OUT THAT THE PEDIGREE WHICH TRACES THE GENERATION OF OUR LORD BACK TO ADAM CONTAINS SEVENTY-TWO GENERATIONS, CONNECTING THE END WITH THE BEGINNING, AND IMPLYING THAT IT IS HE WHO HAS SUMMED UP IN HIMSELF ALL NATIONS DISPERSED FROM ADAM DOWNWARDS, AND ALL LANGUAGES AND GENERATIONS OF MEN, TOGETHER WITH ADAM HIMSELF. HENCE ALSO WAS ADAM HIMSELF TERMED BY PAUL "THE FIGURE OF HIM THAT WAS TO COME,"(1) BECAUSE THE WORD, THE MAKER OF ALL THINGS, HAD FORMED BEFOREHAND FOR HIMSELF THE FUTURE DISPENSATION OF THE HUMAN RACE, CONNECTED WITH THE SON OF GOD; GOD HAVING PREDESTINED THAT THE FIRST MAN SHOULD BE OF AN ANIMAL NATURE, WITH THIS VIEW, THAT HE MIGHT BE SAVED BY THE SPIRITUAL ONE. FOR INASMUCH AS HE HAD A PRE-EXISTENCE AS A SAVING BEING, IT WAS NECESSARY THAT WHAT MIGHT BE SAVED SHOULD ALSO BE CALLED INTO EXISTENCE, IN ORDER THAT THE BEING WHO SAVES SHOULD NOT EXIST IN VAIN. 
4. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS DESIGN, MARY THE VIRGIN IS FOUND OBEDIENT, SAYING, "BEHOLD THE HANDMAID OF THE LORD; BE IT UNTO ME ACCORDING TO THY WORD."(2) BUT EVE WAS DISOBEDIENT; FOR SHE DID NOT OBEY WHEN AS YET SHE WAS A VIRGIN. AND EVEN AS SHE, HAVING INDEED A HUSBAND, ADAM, BUT BEING NEVERTHELESS AS YET A VIRGIN (FOR IN PARADISE "THEY WERE BOTH NAKED, AND WERE NOT ASHAMED,"(3) INASMUCH AS THEY, HAVING BEEN CREATED A SHORT TIME PREVIOUSLY, HAD NO UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROCREATION OF CHILDREN: FOR IT WAS NECESSARY THAT THEY SHOULD FIRST COME TO ADULT AGE,(4) AND THEN MULTIPLY FROM THAT TIME ONWARD), HAVING BECOME DISOBEDIENT, WAS MADE THE CAUSE OF DEATH, BOTH TO HERSELF AND TO THE ENTIRE HUMAN RACE; SO ALSO DID MARY, HAVING A MAN BETROTHED [TO HER], AND BEING NEVERTHELESS A VIRGIN, BY YIELDING OBEDIENCE, BECOME THE CAUSE OF SALVATION, BOTH TO HERSELF AND THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT DOES THE LAW TERM A WOMAN BETROTHED TO A MAN, THE WIFE OF HIM WHO HAD BETROTHED HER, ALTHOUGH SHE WAS AS YET A VIRGIN; THUS INDICATING THE BACK-REFERENCE FROM MARY TO EVE, BECAUSE WHAT IS JOINED TOGETHER COULD NOT OTHERWISE BE PUT ASUNDER THAN BY INVERSION OF THE PROCESS BY WHICH THESE BONDS OF UNION HAD ARISEN; S SO THAT THE FORMER TIES BE CANCELLED BY THE LATTER, THAT THE LATTER MAY SET THE FORMER AGAIN AT LIBERTY. AND IT HAS, IN FACT, HAPPENED THAT THE FIRST COMPACT LOOSES FROM THE SECOND TIE, BUT THAT THE SECOND TIE TAKES THE POSITION OF THE FIRST WHICH HAS BEEN CANCELLED.(6) FOR THIS REASON DID THE LORD DECLARE THAT THE FIRST SHOULD IN TRUTH BE LAST, AND THE LAST FIRST.(7) AND THE PROPHET, TOO, INDICATES THE SAME, SAYING, "INSTEAD OF FATHERS, CHILDREN HAVE BEEN BORN UNTO THEE."(8) FOR THE LORD, HAVING BEEN BORN "THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN OF THE DEAD,"(9) AND RECEIVING INTO HIS BOSOM THE ANCIENT FATHERS, HAS REGENERATED THEM INTO THE LIFE OF GOD, HE HAVING BEEN MADE HIMSELF THE BEGINNING OF THOSE THAT LIVE, AS ADAM BECAME THE BEGINNING OF THOSE WHO DIE.(10) WHEREFORE ALSO LUKE, COMMENCING THE GENEALOGY WITH THE LORD, CARRIED IT BACK TO ADAM, INDICATING THAT IT WAS HE WHO REGENERATED THEM INTO THE GOSPEL OF LIFE, AND NOT THEY HIM. AND THUS, ALSO IT WAS THAT THE KNOT OF EVE'S DISOBEDIENCE WAS LOOSED BY THE OBEDIENCE OF MARY. FOR WHAT THE VIRGIN EVE HAD BOUND FAST THROUGH UNBELIEF, THIS DID THE VIRGIN MARY SET FREE THROUGH FAITH. 
CHAP. XXIII.--ARGUMENTS IN OPPOSITION TO TATIAN, SHOWING THAT IT WAS CONSONANT TO DIVINE JUSTICE AND MERCY THAT THE FIRST ADAM SHOULD FIRST PARTAKE IN THAT SALVATION OFFERED TO ALL BY CHRIST. 
1. IT WAS NECESSARY, THEREFORE, THAT THE LORD, COMING TO THE LOST SHEEP, AND MAKING RECAPITULATION OF SO COMPREHENSIVE A DISPENSATION, AND SEEKING AFTER HIS OWN HANDIWORK, SHOULD SAVE THAT VERY MAN WHO HAD BEEN CREATED AFTER HIS IMAGE AND LIKENESS, THAT IS, ADAM, FILLING UP THE TIMES OF HIS CONDEMNATION, WHICH HAD BEEN INCURRED THROUGH DISOBEDIENCE,--[TIMES] "WHICH THE FATHER HAD PLACED IN HIS OWN POWER."(11) [THIS WAS NECESSARY,] TOO, INASMUCH AS THE WHOLE ECONOMY OF SALVATION REGARDING MAN CAME TO PASS ACCORDING TO THE GOOD PLEASURE OF THE FATHER, IN ORDER THAT GOD MIGHT NOT BE CONQUERED, NOR HIS WISDOM LESSENED, [IN THE ESTIMATION OF HIS CREATURES.] FOR IF MAN, WHO HAD BEEN CREATED BY GOD THAT HE MIGHT LIVE, AFTER LOSING LIFE, THROUGH BEING INJURED BY THE SERPENT THAT HAD CORRUPTED HIM, SHOULD NOT ANY MORE RETURN TO LIFE, BUT SHOULD BE UTTERLY [AND FOR EVER] ABANDONED TO DEATH, GOD WOULD [IN THAT CASE] HAVE BEEN CONQUERED, AND THE WICKEDNESS OF THE SERPENT WOULD HAVE PREVAILED OVER THE WILL OF GOD. BUT INASMUCH AS GOD IS INVINCIBLE AND LONG- SUFFERING, HE DID INDEED SHOW HIMSELF TO BE LONG-SUFFERING IN THE MATTER OF THE CORRECTION OF MAN AND THE PROBATION OF ALL, AS I HAVE ALREADY OBSERVED; AND BY MEANS OF THE SECOND MAN DID HE BIND THE STRONG MAN, AND SPOILED HIS GOODS,(1) AND ABOLISHED DEATH, VIVIFYING THAT MAN WHO HAD BEEN IN A STATE OF DEATH. FOR AT THE FIRST ADAM BECAME A VESSEL IN HIS (SATAN'S) POSSESSION, WHOM HE DID ALSO HOLD UNDER HIS POWER, THAT IS, BY BRINGING SIN ON HIM INIQUITOUSLY, AND UNDER COLOR OF IMMORTALITY ENTAILING DEATH UPON HIM. FOR, WHILE PROMISING THAT THEY SHOULD BE AS GODS, WHICH WAS IN NO WAY POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO BE, HE WROUGHT DEATH IN THEM: WHEREFORE HE WHO HAD LED MAN CAPTIVE, WAS JUSTLY CAPTURED IN HIS TURN BY GOD; BUT MAN, WHO HAD BEEN LED CAPTIVE, WAS LOOSED FROM THE BONDS OF CONDEMNATION. 
2. BUT THIS IS ADAM, IF THE TRUTH SHOULD BE TOLD, THE FIRST FORMED MAN, OF WHOM THE SCRIPTURE SAYS THAT THE LORD SPOKE, "LET US MAKE MAN AFTER OUR OWN IMAGE AND LIKENESS;"(2) AND WE ARE ALL FROM HIM: AND AS WE ARE FROM HIM, THEREFORE HAVE WE ALL INHERITED HIS TITLE. BUT INASMUCH AS MAN IS SAVED, IT IS FITTING THAT HE WHO WAS CREATED THE ORIGINAL MAN SHOULD BE SAVED. FOR IT IS TOO ABSURD TO MAINTAIN, THAT HE WHO WAS SO DEEPLY INJURED BY THE ENEMY, AND WAS THE FIRST TO SUFFER CAPTIVITY, WAS NOT RESCUED BY HIM WHO CONQUERED THE ENEMY, BUT THAT HIS CHILDREN WERE, THOSE WHOM HE HAD BEGOTTEN IN THE SAME CAPTIVITY. NEITHER WOULD THE ENEMY APPEAR TO BE AS YET CONQUERED, IF THE OLD SPOILS REMAINED WITH HIM. TO GIVE AN ILLUSTRATION: IF A HOSTILE FORCE HAD OVERCOME CERTAIN [ENEMIES], HAD BOUND THEM, AND LED THEM AWAY CAPTIVE, AND HELD THEM FOR A LONG TIME IN SERVITUDE, SO THAT THEY BEGAT CHILDREN AMONG THEM; AND SOMEBODY, COMPASSIONATING THOSE WHO HAD BEEN MADE SLAVES, SHOULD OVERCOME THIS SAME HOSTILE FORCE; HE CERTAINLY WOULD NOT ACT EQUITABLY, WERE HE TO LIBERATE THE CHILDREN OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN LED CAPTIVE, FROM THE SWAY OF THOSE WHO HAD ENSLAVED THEIR FATHERS, BUT SHOULD LEAVE THESE LATTER, WHO HAD SUFFERED THE ACT OF CAPTURE, SUBJECT TO THEIR ENEMIES,--THOSE, TOO, ON WHOSE VERY ACCOUNT HE HAD PROCEEDED TO THIS RETALIATION,--THE CHILDREN SUCCEEDING TO LIBERTY THROUGH THE AVENGING OF THEIR FATHERS' CAUSE, BUT NOT(3) SO THAT THEIR FATHERS, WHO SUFFERED THE ACT OF CAPTURE ITSELF, SHOULD BE LEFT [IN BONDAGE]. FOR GOD IS NEITHER DEVOID OF POWER NOR OF JUSTICE, WHO HAS AFFORDED HELP TO MAN, AND RESTORED HIM TO HIS OWN LIBERTY. 
3. IT WAS FOR THIS REASON, TOO, THAT IMMEDIATELY AFTER ADAM HAD TRANSGRESSED, AS THE SCRIPTURE RELATES, HE PRONOUNCED NO CURSE AGAINST ADAM PERSONALLY, BUT AGAINST THE GROUND, IN REFERENCE TO HIS WORKS, AS A CERTAIN PERSON AMONG THE ANCIENTS HAS OBSERVED: "GOD DID INDEED TRANSFER THE CURSE TO THE EARTH, THAT IT MIGHT NOT REMAIN IN MAN."(4) BUT MAN RECEIVED, AS THE PUNISHMENT OF HIS TRANSGRESSION, THE TOILSOME TASK OF TILLING THE EARTH, AND TO EAT BREAD IN THE SWEAT OF HIS FACE, AND TO RETURN TO THE DUST FROM WHENCE HE WAS TAKEN. SIMILARLY, ALSO DID THE WOMAN [RECEIVE] TOIL, AND LABOR, AND GROANS, AND THE PANGS OF PARTURITION, AND A STATE OF SUBJECTION, THAT IS, THAT SHE SHOULD SERVE HER HUSBAND; SO THAT THEY SHOULD NEITHER PERISH ALTOGETHER WHEN CURSED BY GOD, NOR, BY REMAINING UNREPRIMANDED, SHOULD BE LED TO DESPISE GOD. BUT THE CURSE IN ALL ITS FULNESS FELL UPON THE SERPENT, WHICH HAD BEGUILED THEM. "AND GOD," IT IS DECLARED, "SAID TO THE SERPENT: BECAUSE THOU HAST DONE THIS, CUBED ART THOU ABOVE ALL CATTLE, AND ABOVE ALL THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH."(5) AND THIS SAME THING DOES THE LORD ALSO SAY IN THE GOSPEL, TO THOSE WHO ARE FOUND UPON THE LEFT HAND: "DEPART FROM ME, YE CURSED, INTO EVER: LASTING FIRE, WHICH MY FATHER HATH PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS;"(6) INDICATING THAT ETERNAL FIRE WAS NOT ORIGINALLY PREPARED FOR MAN, BUT FOR HIM WHO BEGUILED MAN, AND CAUSED HIM TO OFFEND--FOR HIM, I SAY, WHO IS CHIEF OF THE APOSTASY, AND FOR THOSE ANGELS WHO BECAME APOSTATES ALONG WITH HIM; WHICH [FIRE], INDEED, THEY TOO SHALL JUSTLY FEEL, WHO, LIKE HIM, PERSEVERE IN WORKS OF WICKEDNESS, WITHOUT REPENTANCE, AND WITHOUT RETRACING THEIR STEPS. 
4. [THESE ACT](7) AS CAIN [DID, WHO], WHEN HE WAS COUNSELLED BY GOD TO KEEP QUIET, BECAUSE HE HAD NOT MADE AN EQUITABLE DIVISION OF THAT SHARE TO WHICH HIS BROTHER WAS ENTITLED, BUT WITH ENVY AND MALICE THOUGHT THAT HE COULD DOMINEER OVER HIM, NOT ONLY DID NOT ACQUIESCE, BUT EVEN ADDED SIN TO SIN, INDICATING HIS STATE OF MIND BY HIS ACTION. FOR WHAT HE HAD PLANNED, THAT DID HE ALSO PUT IN PRACTICE: HE TYRANNIZED OVER AND SLEW HIM; GOD SUBJECTING THE JUST TO THE UNJUST, THAT THE FORMER MIGHT BE PROVED AS THE JUST ONE BY THE THINGS WHICH HE SUFFERED, AND THE LATTER DETECTED AS THE UNJUST BY THOSE WHICH HE PERPETRATED. AND HE WAS NOT SOFTENED EVEN BY THIS, NOR DID HE STOP SHORT WITH THAT EVIL DEED; BUT BEING ASKED WHERE HIS BROTHER WAS, HE SAID, "I KNOW NOT; AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER?" EXTENDING AND AGGRAVATING [HIS] WICKEDNESS BY HIS ANSWER. FOR IF IT IS WICKED TO SLAY A BROTHER, MUCH WORSE IS IT THUS INSOLENTLY AND IRREVERENTLY TO REPLY TO THE OMNISCIENT GOD AS IF HE COULD BATTLE HIM. AND FOR THIS HE DID HIMSELF BEAR A CURSE ABOUT WITH HIM, BECAUSE HE GRATUITOUSLY BROUGHT AN OFFERING OF SIN, HAVING HAD NO REVERENCE FOR GOD, NOR BEING PUT TO CONFUSION BY THE ACT OF FRATRICIDE.(1) 
5. THE CASE OF ADAM, HOWEVER, HAD NO ANALOGY WITH THIS, BUT WAS ALTOGETHER DIFFERENT. FOR, HAVING BEEN BEGUILED BY ANOTHER UNDER THE PRETEXT OF IMMORTALITY, HE IS IMMEDIATELY SEIZED WITH TERROR, AND HIDES HIMSELF; NOT AS IF HE WERE ABLE TO ESCAPE FROM GOD; BUT, IN A STATE OF CONFUSION AT HAVING TRANSGRESSED HIS COMMAND, HE FEELS UNWORTHY TO APPEAR BEFORE AND TO HOLD CONVERSE WITH GOD. NOW, "THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM;"(2) THE SENSE OF SIN LEADS TO REPENTANCE, AND GOD BESTOWS HIS COMPASSION UPON THOSE WHO ARE PENITENT. FOR [ADAM] SHOWED HIS REPENTANCE BY HIS CONDUCT, THROUGH MEANS OF THE GIRDLE [WHICH HE USED], COVERING HIMSELF WITH FIG-LEAVES, WHILE THERE WERE MANY OTHER LEAVES, WHICH WOULD HAVE IRRITATED HIS BODY IN A LESS DEGREE. HE, HOWEVER, ADOPTED A DRESS CONFORMABLE TO HIS DISOBEDIENCE, BEING AWED BY THE FEAR OF GOD; AND RESISTING THE ERRING, THE LUSTFUL PROPENSITY OF HIS FLESH (SINCE HE HAD LOST HIS NATURAL DISPOSITION AND CHILD-LIKE MIND, AND HAD COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF EVIL THINGS), HE GIRDED A BRIDLE OF CONTINENCE UPON HIMSELF AND HIS WIFE, FEARING GOD, AND WAITING FOR HIS COMING, AND INDICATING, AS IT WERE, SOME SUCH THING [AS FOLLOWS]: INASMUCH AS, HE SAYS, I HAVE BY DISOBEDIENCE LOST THAT ROBE OF SANCTITY WHICH I HAD FROM THE SPIRIT, I DO NOW ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT I AM DESERVING OF A COVERING OF THIS NATURE, WHICH AFFORDS NO GRATIFICATION, BUT WHICH GNAWS HAVE RETAINED THIS CLOTHING FOR EVER, THUS HUMBLING HIMSELF, IF GOD, WHO IS MERCIFUL, HAD NOT CLOTHED THEM WITH TUNICS OF SKINS INSTEAD OF FIG-LEAVES. FOR THIS PURPOSE, TOO, HE INTERROGATES THEM, THAT THE BLAME MIGHT LIGHT UPON THE WOMAN; AND AGAIN, HE INTERROGATES HER, THAT SHE MIGHT CONVEY THE BLAME TO THE SERPENT. FOR SHE RELATED WHAT HAD OCCURRED. "THE SERPENT," SAYS SHE, "BEGUILED ME, AND I DID EAT."(3) BUT HE PUT NO QUESTION TO THE SERPENT; FOR HE KNEW THAT HE HAD BEEN THE PRIME MOVER IN THE GUILTY DEED; BUT HE PRONOUNCED THE CURSE UPON HIM IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, THAT IT MIGHT FALL UPON MAN WITH A MITIGATED REBUKE. FOR GOD DETESTED HIM WHO HAD LED MAN ASTRAY, BUT BY DEGREES, AND LITTLE BY LITTLE, HE SHOWED COMPASSION TO HIM WHO HAD BEEN BEGUILED. 
6. WHEREFORE ALSO HE DROVE HIM OUT OF PARADISE, AND REMOVED HIM FAR FROM THE TREE OF LIFE, NOT BECAUSE HE ENVIED HIM THE TREE OF LIFE, AS SOME VENTURE TO ASSERT, BUT BECAUSE HE PITIED HIM, [AND DID NOT DESIRE] THAT HE SHOULD CONTINUE A SINNER FOR EVER, NOR THAT THE SIN WHICH SURROUNDED HIM SHOULD BE IMMORTAL, AND EVIL INTERMINABLE AND IRREMEDIABLE. BUT HE SET A BOUND TO HIS [STATE OF] SIN, BY INTERPOSING DEATH, AND THUS CAUSING SIN TO CEASE,(4) PUTTING AN END TO IT BY THE DISSOLUTION OF THE FLESH, WHICH SHOULD TAKE PLACE IN THE EARTH, SO THAT MAN, CEASING AT LENGTH TO LIVE TO SIN, AND DYING TO IT, MIGHT BEGIN TO LIVE TO GOD. 
7. FOR THIS END DID HE PUT ENMITY BETWEEN THE SERPENT AND THE WOMAN AND HER SEED, THEY KEEPING IT UP MUTUALLY: HE, THE SOLE OF WHOSE FOOT SHOULD BE BITTEN, HAVING POWER ALSO TO TREAD UPON THE ENEMY'S HEAD; BUT THE OTHER BITING, KILLING, AND IMPEDING THE STEPS OF MAN, UNTIL THE SEED DID COME APPOINTED TO TREAD DOWN HIS HEAD,--WHICH WAS BORN OF MARY, OF WHOM THE PROPHET SPEAKS: "THOU SHALT TREAD UPON THE ASP AND THE BASILISK; THOU SHALT TRAMPLE DOWN THE LION AND THE DRAGON;"(3)-- INDICATING THAT SIN, WHICH WAS SET UP AND SPREAD OUT AGAINST MAN, AND WHICH RENDERED HIM SUBJECT TO DEATH, SHOULD BE DEPRIVED OF ITS POWER, ALONG WITH DEATH, WHICH RULES [OVER MEN]; AND THAT THE LION, THAT IS, ANTICHRIST, RAMPANT AGAINST MANKIND IN THE LATTER DAYS, SHOULD BE TRAMPLED DOWN BY HIM; AND THAT HE SHOULD BIND "THE DRAGON, THAT OLD SERPENT"(6) AND SUBJECT HIM TO THE POWER OF MAN, WHO HAD BEEN CONQUERED(7) SO THAT ALL HIS MIGHT SHOULD BE TRODDEN DOWN. NOW ADAM HAD BEEN CONQUERED, ALL LIFE HAVING BEEN TAKEN AWAY FROM HIM: WHEREFORE, WHEN THE FOE WAS CONQUERED IN HIS TURN, ADAM RECEIVED NEW LIFE; AND THE LAST ENEMY, DEATH, IS DESTROYED,(8) WHICH AT THE FIRST HAD TAKEN POSSESSION OF MAN. THEREFORE, WHEN MAN HAS BEEN LIBERATED, "WHAT IS WRITTEN SHALL COME TO PASS, DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY. O DEATH STING?"(9) THIS COULD NOT BE SAID WITH JUSTICE, IF THAT MAN, OVER WHOM DEATH DID FIRST OBTAIN DOMINION, WERE NOT SET FREE. FOR HIS SALVATION IS DEATH'S DESTRUCTION. WHEN THEREFORE THE LORD VIVIFIES MAN, THAT IS, ADAM, DEATH IS AT THE SAME TIME DESTROYED. 
8. ALL THEREFORE SPEAK FALSELY WHO DISALLOW HIS (ADAM'S) SALVATION, SHUTTING THEMSELVES OUT FROM LIFE FOR EVER, IN THAT THEY DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE SHEEP WHICH HAD PERISHED HAS BEEN FOUND.(10) FOR IF IT HAS NOT BEEN FOUND, THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE IS STILL HELD IN A STATE OF PERDITION. FALSE, THEREFORE, IS THAT, MAN WHO FIRST STARTED THIS IDEA, OR RATHER, THIS IGNORANCE AND BLINDNESS--TATIAN.(11) AS I HAVE ALREADY INDICATED, THIS MAN ENTANGLED HIMSELF WITH ALL THE HERETICS.(1) THIS DOGMA, HOWEVER, HAS BEEN INVENTED BY HIMSELF, IN ORDER THAT, BY INTRODUCING SOMETHING NEW, INDEPENDENTLY OF THE REST, AND BY SPEAKING VANITY. HE MIGHT ACQUIRE FOR HIMSELF HEARERS VOID OF FAITH, AFFECTING TO BE ESTEEMED A TEACHER, AND ENDEAVORING FROM TIME TO TIME TO EMPLOY SAYINGS OF THIS KIND OFTEN [MADE USE OF] BY PAUL: "IN ADAM WE ALL DIE;"(2) IGNORANT, HOWEVER, THAT "WHERE SIN ABOUNDED, GRACE DID MUCH MORE ABOUND."(3) SINCE THIS, THEN, HAS BEEN CLEARLY SHOWN, LET ALL HIS DISCIPLES BE PUT TO SHAME, AND LET THEM WRANGLE(4) ABOUT ADAM, AS IF SOME GREAT GAIN WERE TO ACCRUE TO THEM IF HE BE NOT SAVED; WHEN THEY PROFIT NOTHING MORE [BY THAT], EVEN AS THE SERPENT ALSO DID NOT PROFIT WHEN PERSUADING MAN [TO SIN], EXCEPT TO THIS EFFECT, THAT HE PROVED HIM A TRANSGRESSOR, OBTAINING MAN AS THE FIRST-FRUITS OF HIS OWN APOSTASY.(5) BUT HE DID NOT KNOW GOD'S POWER.(6) THUS ALSO DO THOSE WHO DISALLOW ADAM'S SALVATION GAIN NOTHING, EXCEPT THIS, THAT THEY RENDER THEMSELVES HERETICS AND APOSTATES FROM THE TRUTH, AND SHOW THEMSELVES PATRONS OF THE SERPENT AND OF DEATH. 
CHAP. XXIV.--RECAPITULATION OF THE VARIOUS ARGUMENTS ADDUCED AGAINST GNOSTIC IMPIETY UNDER ALL ITS ASPECTS. THE HERETICS, TOSSED ABOUT BY EVERY BLAST OF DOCTRINE, ARE OPPOSED BY THE UNIFORM TEACHING OF THE CHURCH, WHICH REMAINS SO ALWAYS, AND IS CONSISTENT WITH ITSELF. 
1. THUS, THEN, HAVE ALL THESE MEN BEEN EXPOSED, WHO BRING IN IMPIOUS DOCTRINES REGARDING OUR MAKER AND FRAMER, WHO ALSO FORMED THIS WORLD. AND ABOVE WHOM THERE IS NO OTHER GOD AND THOSE HAVE BEEN OVERTHROWN BY THEIR OWN ARGUMENTS WHO TEACH FALSEHOODS REGARDING THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR LORD, AND THE DISPENSATION WHICH HE FULFILLED FOR THE SAKE OF HIS OWN CREATURE MAN. BUT [IT HAS, ON THE OTHER HAND, BEEN SHOWN], THAT THE PREACHING OF THE CHURCH IS EVERYWHERE CONSISTENT, AND CONTINUES IN AN EVEN COURSE, AND RECEIVES TESTIMONY FROM THE PROPHETS, THE APOSTLES, AND ALL THE DISCIPLES--AS I HAVE PROVED--THROUGH [THOSE IN] THE BEGINNING, THE MIDDLE, AND THE END,(7) AND THROUGH THE ENTIRE DISPENSATION OF GOD, AND THAT WELL-GROUNDED SYSTEM WHICH TENDS(8) TO MAN'S SALVATION, NAMELY, OUR FAITH; WHICH, HAVING BEEN RECEIVED FROM THE CHURCH, WE DO PRESERVE, AND WHICH ALWAYS, BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, RENEWING ITS YOUTH, AS IF IT WERE SOME PRECIOUS DEPOSIT IN AN EXCELLENT VESSEL, CAUSES THE VESSEL ITSELF CONTAINING IT TO RENEW ITS YOUTH ALSO. FOR THIS GIFT OF GOD HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED TO THE CHURCH, AS BREATH WAS TO THE FIRST CREATED MAN,(9) FOR THIS PURPOSE, THAT ALL THE MEMBERS RECEIVING IT MAY BE VIVIFIED; AND THE [MEANS OF] COMMUNION WITH CHRIST HAS BEEN DISTRIBUTED THROUGHOUT IT, THAT IS, THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE EARNEST OF INCORRUPTION, THE MEANS OF CONFIRMING OUR FAITH, AND THE LADDER OF ASCENT TO GOD. "FOR IN THE CHURCH," IT IS SAID, "GOD HATH SET APOSTLES, PROPHETS, TEACHERS,"(10) AND ALL THE OTHER MEANS THROUGH WHICH THE SPIRIT WORKS; OF WHICH ALL THOSE ARE NOT PARTAKERS WHO DO NOT JOIN THEMSELVES TO THE CHURCH, BUT DEFRAUD THEMSELVES OF LIFE THROUGH THEIR PERVERSE OPINIONS AND INFAMOUS BEHAVIOR. FOR WHERE THE CHURCH IS, THERE IS THE SPIRIT OF GOD; AND WHERE THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS, THERE IS THE CHURCH, AND EVERY KIND OF GRACE; BUT THE SPIRIT IS TRUTH. THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO DO NOT PARTAKE OF HIM, ARE NEITHER NOURISHED INTO LIFE FROM THE MOTHER'S BREASTS, NOR DO THEY ENJOY THAT MOST LIMPID FOUNTAIN WHICH ISSUES FROM THE BODY OF CHRIST; BUT THEY DIG FOR THEMSELVES BROKEN CISTERNS(11) OUT OF EARTHLY TRENCHES, AND DRINK PUTRID WATER OUT OF THE MIRE, FLEEING FROM THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH LEST THEY BE CONVICTED; AND REJECTING THE SPIRIT, THAT THEY MAY NOT BE INSTRUCTED. 
2. ALIENATED THUS FROM THE TRUTH, THEY DO DESERVEDLY WALLOW IN ALL ERROR, TOSSED TO AND FRO BY IT, THINKING DIFFERENTLY IN REGARD TO THE SAME THINGS AT DIFFERENT TIMES, AND NEVER ATTAINING TO A WELL- GROUNDED KNOWLEDGE, BEING MORE ANXIOUS TO BE SOPHISTS OF WORDS THAN DISCIPLES OF THE TRUTH. FOR THEY HAVE NOT BEEN FOUNDED UPON THE ONE ROCK, BUT UPON THE SAND, WHICH HAS IN ITSELF A MULTITUDE OF STONES. WHEREFORE THEY ALSO IMAGINE MANY GODS, AND THEY ALWAYS HAVE THE EXCUSE OF SEARCHING [AFTER TRUTH] (FOR THEY ARE BLIND), BUT NEVER SUCCEED IN FINDING IT. FOR THEY BLASPHEME THE CREATOR, HIM WHO IS TRULY GOD, WHO ALSO FURNISHES POWER TO FIND [THE TRUTH]; IMAGINING THAT THEY HAVE DISCOVERED ANOTHER GOD BEYOND GOD, OR ANOTHER PLEROMA, OR ANOTHER DISPENSATION. WHEREFORE ALSO THE LIGHT WHICH IS FROM GOD DOES NOT ILLUMINE THEM, BECAUSE THEY HAVE DISHONOURED AND DESPISED GOD, HOLDING HIM OF SMALL ACCOUNT, BECAUSE, THROUGH HIS LOVE AND INFINITE BENIGNITY, HE HAS COME WITHIN REACH OF HUMAN KNOWLEDGE (KNOWLEDGE, HOWEVER, NOT WITH REGARD TO HIS GREATNESS, OR WITH REGARD TO HIS ESSENCE--FOR THAT HAS NO MAN MEASURED OR HANDLED--BUT AFTER THIS SORT: THAT WE SHOULD KNOW THAT HE WHO MADE, AND FORMED, AND BREATHED IN THEM THE BREATH OF LIFE, AND NOURISHES US BY MEANS OF THE CREATION, ESTABLISHING ALL THINGS BY HIS WORD, AND BINDING THEM TOGETHER BY HIS WISDOM(1)--THIS IS HE WHO IS THE ONLY TRUE GOD); BUT THEY DREAM OF A NON-EXISTENT BEING ABOVE HIM, THAT THEY MAY BE REGARDED AS HAVING FOUND OUT THE GREAT GOD, WHOM NOBODY, [THEY HOLD,] CAN RECOGNISE HOLDING COMMUNICATION WITH THE HUMAN RACE, OR AS DIRECTING MUNDANE MATTERS: THAT IS TO SAY, THEY FIND OUT THE GOD OF EPICURUS, WHO DOES NOTHING EITHER FOR HIMSELF OR OTHERS; THAT IS, HE EXERCISES NO PROVIDENCE AT ALL. 
CHAP. XXV.--THIS WORLD IS RULED PROVIDENCE OF ONE GOD, WHO IS BOTH ENDOWED WITH INFINITE JUSTICE TO PUNISH THE WICKED, AND WITH INFINITE GOODNESS TO BLESS THE PIOUS, AND IMPART TO THEM SALVATION. 
1. GOD DOES, HOWEVER, EXERCISE A PROVIDENCE OVER ALL THINGS, AND THEREFORE HE ALSO GIVES COUNSEL; AND WHEN GIVING COUNSEL, HE IS PRESENT WITH THOSE WHO ATTEND TO MORAL DISCIPLINE.(2) IT FOLLOWS THEN OF COURSE, THAT THE THINGS WHICH ARE WATCHED OVER AND GOVERNED SHOULD BE ACQUAINTED WITH THEIR RULER; WHICH THINGS ARE NOT IRRATIONAL OR VAIN, BUT THEY HAVE UNDERSTANDING DERIVED FROM THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD. AND, FOR THIS REASON CERTAIN OF THE GENTILES, WHO WERE LESS ADDICTED TO [SENSUAL] ALLUREMENTS AND VOLUPTUOUSNESS, AND WERE NOT LED AWAY TO SUCH A DEGREE OF SUPERSTITION WITH REGARD TO IDOLS, BEING MOVED, THOUGH BUT SLIGHTLY, BY HIS PROVIDENCE, WERE NEVERTHELESS CONVINCED THAT THEY SHOULD CALL THE MAKER OF THIS UNIVERSE THE FATHER, WHO EXERCISES A PROVIDENCE OVER ALL THINGS, AND ARRANGES THE AFFAIRS OF OUR WORLD. 
2. AGAIN, THAT THEY MIGHT REMOVE THE REBUKING AND JUDICIAL POWER FROM THE FATHER, RECKONING THAT AS UNWORTHY OF GOD, AND THINKING THAT THEY HAD FOUND OUT A GOD BOTH WITHOUT ANGER AND [MERELY] GOOD, THEY HAVE ALLEGED THAT ONE [GOD] JUDGES, BUT THAT ANOTHER SAVES, UNCONSCIOUSLY TAKING AWAY THE INTELLIGENCE AND JUSTICE OF BOTH DEITIES. FOR IF THE JUDICIAL ONE IS NOT ALSO GOOD, TO BESTOW FAVOURS UPON THE DESERVING, AND TO DIRECT REPROOFS AGAINST THOSE REQUIRING THEM, HE WILL APPEAR NEITHER A JUST NOR A WISE JUDGE. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE GOOD GOD, IF HE IS MERELY GOOD, AND NOT ONE WHO TESTS THOSE UPON WHOM HE SHALL SEND HIS GOODNESS, WILL BE OUT OF THE RANGE OF JUSTICE AND GOODNESS; AND HIS GOODNESS WILL SEEM IMPERFECT, AS NOT SAVING ALL; [FOR IT SHOULD DO SO,] IF IT BE NOT ACCOMPANIED WITH JUDGMENT. 
3. MARCION, THEREFORE, HIMSELF, BY DIVIDING GOD INTO TWO, MAINTAINING ONE TO BE GOOD AND THE OTHER JUDICIAL, DOES IN FACT, ON BOTH SIDES, PUT AN END TO DEITY. FOR HE THAT IS THE JUDICIAL ONE, IF HE BE NOT GOOD, IS NOT GOD, BECAUSE HE FROM WHOM GOODNESS IS ABSENT IS NO GOD AT ALL; AND AGAIN, HE WHO IS GOOD, IF HE HAS NO JUDICIAL POWER, SUFFERS THE SAME [LOSS] AS THE FORMER, BY BEING DEPRIVED OF HIS CHARACTER OF DEITY. AND HOW CAN THEY CALL THE FATHER OF ALL WISE, IF THEY DO NOT ASSIGN TO HIM A JUDICIAL FACULTY? FOR IF HE IS WISE, HE IS ALSO ONE WHO TESTS [OTHERS]; BUT THE JUDICIAL POWER BELONGS TO HIM WHO TESTS, AND JUSTICE FOLLOWS THE JUDICIAL FACULTY, THAT IT MAY REACH A JUST CONCLUSION; JUSTICE CALLS FORTH JUDGMENT, AND JUDGMENT, WHEN IT IS EXECUTED WITH JUSTICE, WILL PASS ON TO WISDOM. THEREFORE, THE FATHER WILL EXCEL IN WISDOM ALL HUMAN AND ANGELIC WISDOM, BECAUSE HE IS LORD, AND JUDGE, AND THE JUST ONE, AND RULER OVER ALL. FOR HE IS GOOD, AND MERCIFUL, AND PATIENT, AND SAVES WHOM HE OUGHT: NOR DOES GOODNESS DESERT HIM IN THE EXERCISE OF JUSTICE,(3) NOR IS HIS WISDOM LESSENED; FOR HE SAVES THOSE WHOM HE SHOULD SAVE, AND JUDGES THOSE WORTHY OF JUDGMENT. NEITHER DOES HE SHOW HIMSELF UNMERCIFULLY JUST; FOR HIS GOODNESS, NO DOUBT, GOES ON BEFORE, AND TAKES PRECEDENCY. 
4. THE GOD, THEREFORE, WHO DOES BENEVOLENTLY CAUSE HIS SUN TO RISE UPON ALL,(4) AND SENDS RAIN UPON THE JUST AND UNJUST, SHALL JUDGE THOSE WHO, ENJOYING HIS EQUALLY DISTRIBUTED KINDNESS, HAVE LED LIVES NOT CORRESPONDING TO THE DIGNITY OF HIS BOUNTY; BUT WHO HAVE SPENT THEIR DAYS IN WANTONNESS AND LUXURY, IN OPPOSITION TO HIS BENEVOLENCE, AND HAVE, MOREOVER, EVEN BLASPHEMED HIM WHO HAS CONFERRED SO GREAT BENEFITS UPON THEM. 
5. PLATO IS PROVED TO BE MORE RELIGIOUS THAN THESE MEN, FOR HE ALLOWED THAT THE SAME GOD WAS BOTH JUST AND GOOD, HAVING POWER OVER ALL THINGS, AND HIMSELF EXECUTING JUDGMENT, EXPRESSING HIMSELF THUS, "AND GOD INDEED, AS HE IS ALSO THE ANCIENT WORD, POSSESSING THE BEGINNING, THE END, AND THE MEAN OF ALL EXISTING THINGS, DOES EVERYTHING RIGHTLY, MOVING ROUND ABOUT THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR NATURE; BUT RETRIBUTIVE JUSTICE ALWAYS FOLLOWS HIM AGAINST THOSE WHO DEPART FROM THE DIVINE LAW."(5) THEN, AGAIN, HE POINTS OUT THAT THE MAKER AND FRAMER OF THE UNIVERSE IS GOOD. "AND TO THE GOOD," HE SAYS, "NO ENVY EVER SPRINGS UP WITH REGARD TO ANYTHING;"(6) THUS ESTABLISHING THE GOODNESS OF GOD, AS THE BEGINNING AND THE CAUSE OF THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, BUT NOT IGNORANCE, NOR AN ERRING AEON, NOR THE CONSEQUENCE OF A DEFECT, NOR THE MOTHER WEEPING AND LAMENTING, NOR ANOTHER GOD OR FATHER. 
6. WELL MAY THEIR MOTHER BEWAIL THEM, AS CAPABLE OF CONCEIVING AND INVENTING SUCH THINGS FOR THEY HAVE WORTHILY UTTERED THIS FALSEHOOD AGAINST THEMSELVES, THAT THEIR MOTHER IS BEYOND THE PLEROMA, THAT IS BEYOND THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, AND THAT THEIR ENTIRE MULTITUDE BECAME(1) A SHAPELESS AND CRUDE ABORTION: FOR IT APPREHENDS NOTHING OF THE TRUTH; IT FALLS INTO VOID AND DARKNESS: FOR THEIR WISDOM (SOPHIA) WAS VOID, AND WRAPPED UP IN DARKNESS; AND HOROS DID NOT PERMIT HER TO ENTER THE PLEROMA: FOR THE SPIRIT (ACHAMOTH) DID NOT RECEIVE THEM INTO THE PLACE OF REFRESHMENT. FOR THEIR FATHER, BY BEGETTING IGNORANCE, WROUGHT IN THEM THE SUFFERINGS OF DEATH. WE DO NOT MISREPRESENT [THEIR OPINIONS ON] THESE POINTS; BUT THEY DO THEMSELVES CONFIRM, THEY DO THEMSELVES TEACH, THEY DO GLORY IN THEM, THEY IMAGINE A LOFTY [MYSTERY] ABOUT THEIR MOTHER, WHOM THEY REPRESENT AS HAVING BEEN BEGOTTEN WITHOUT A FATHER, THAT IS, WITHOUT GOD, A FEMALE FROM A FEMALE,(2) THAT IS, CORRUPTION FROM ERROR. 
7. WE DO INDEED PRAY THAT THESE MEN MAY NOT REMAIN IN THE PIT WHICH THEY THEMSELVES HAVE DUG, BUT SEPARATE THEMSELVES FROM A MOTHER OF THIS NATURE, AND DEPART FROM BYTHUS, AND STAND AWAY FROM THE VOID, AND RELINQUISH THE SHADOW; AND THAT THEY, BEING CONVERTED TO THE CHURCH OF GOD, MAY BE LAWFULLY BEGOTTEN, AND THAT CHRIST MAY BE FORMED IN THEM, AND THAT THEY MAY KNOW THE FRAMER AND MAKER OF THIS UNIVERSE, THE ONLY TRUE GOD AND LORD OF ALL. WE PRAY FOR THESE THINGS ON THEIR BEHALF, LOVING THEM BETTER THAN THEY SEEM TO LOVE THEMSELVES. FOR OUR LOVE, INASMUCH AS IT IS TRUE, IS SALUTARY TO THEM, IF THEY WILL BUT RECEIVE IT. IT MAY BE COMPARED TO A SEVERE REMEDY, EXTIRPATING THE PROUD AND SLOUGHING FLESH OF A WOUND; FOR IT PUTS AN END TO THEIR PRIDE AND HAUGHTINESS. WHEREFORE IT SHALL NOT WEARY US, TO ENDEAVOR WITH ALL OUR MIGHT TO STRETCH OUT THE HAND UNTO THEM. OVER AND ABOVE WHAT HAS BEEN ALREADY STATED, I HAVE DEFERRED TO THE FOLLOWING BOOK, TO ADDUCE THE WORDS OF THE LORD; IF, BY CONVINCING SOME AMONG THEM, THROUGH MEANS OF THE VERY INSTRUCTION OF CHRIST, I MAY SUCCEED IN PERSUADING THEM TO ABANDON SUCH ERROR, AND TO CEASE FROM BLASPHEMING THEIR CREATOR, WHO IS BOTH GOD ALONE, AND THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. AMEN. 
IRENAEUS: AGAINST HERESIES
BOOK IV.
1. BY TRANSMITTING TO THEE, MY VERY DEAR FRIEND, THIS FOURTH BOOK OF THE WORK WHICH IS [ENTITLED] THE DETECTION AND REFUTATION OF FALSE KNOWLEDGE, I SHALL, AS I HAVE PROMISED, ADD WEIGHT, BY MEANS OF THE WORDS OF THE LORD, TO WHAT I HAVE ALREADY ADVANCED; SO THAT THOU ALSO, AS THOU HAST REQUESTED, MAYEST OBTAIN FROM ME THE MEANS OF CONFUTING ALL THE HERETICS EVERYWHERE, AND NOT PERMIT THEM, BEATEN BACK AT ALL POINTS, TO LAUNCH OUT FURTHER INTO THE DEEP OF ERROR, NOR TO BE DROWNED IN THE SEA OF IGNORANCE; BUT THAT THOU, TURNING THEM INTO THE HAVEN OF THE TRUTH, MAYEST CAUSE THEM TO ATTAIN THEIR SALVATION. 
2. THE MAN, HOWEVER, WHO WOULD UNDERTAKE THEIR CONVERSION, MUST POSSESS AN ACCURATE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR SYSTEMS OR SCHEMES OF DOCTRINE. FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANY ONE TO HEAL THE SICK, IF HE HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF THE DISEASE OF THE PATIENTS. THIS WAS THE REASON THAT MY PREDECESSORS-- MUCH SUPERIOR MEN TO MYSELF, TOO--WERE UNABLE, NOTWITHSTANDING, TO REFUTE THE VALENTINIANS SATISFACTORILY, BECAUSE THEY WERE IGNORANT OF THESE MEN'S SYSTEM;(1) WHICH I HAVE WITH ALL CARE DELIVERED TO THEE IN THE FIRST BOOK IN WHICH I HAVE ALSO SHOWN THAT THEIR DOCTRINE IS A RECAPITULATION OF ALL THE HERETICS. FOR WHICH REASON ALSO, IN THE SECOND, WE HAVE HAD, AS IN A MIRROR, A SIGHT OF THEIR ENTIRE DISCOMFITURE. FOR THEY WHO OPPOSE THESE MEN (THE VALENTINIANS) BY THE RIGHT METHOD, DO [THEREBY] OPPOSE ALL WHO ARE OF AN EVIL MIND; AND THEY WHO OVERTHROW THEM, DO IN FACT OVERTHROW EVERY KIND OF HERESY. 
3. FOR THEIR SYSTEM IS BLASPHEMOUS ABOVE ALL [OTHERS], SINCE THEY REPRESENT THAT THE MAKER AND FRAMER, WHO IS ONE GOD, AS I HAVE SHOWN, WAS PRODUCED FROM A DEFECT OR APOSTASY. THEY UTTER BLASPHEMY, ALSO, AGAINST OUR LORD, BY CUTTING OFF AND DIVIDING JESUS FROM CHRIST, AND CHRIST FROM THE SAVIOUR, AND AGAIN THE SAVIOUR FROM THE WORD, AND THE WORD FROM THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN. AND SINCE THEY ALLEGE THAT THE CREATOR ORIGINATED FROM A DEFECT OR APOSTASY, SO HAVE THEY ALSO TAUGHT THAT CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WERE EMITTED ON ACCOUNT OF THIS DEFECT, AND THAT THE SAVIOUR WAS A PRODUCT OF THOSE AEONS WHO WERE PRODUCED FROM A DEFECT; SO THAT THERE IS NOTHING BUT BLASPHEMY TO BE FOUND AMONG THEM. IN THE PRECEDING BOOK, THEN, THE IDEAS OF THE APOSTLES AS TO ALL THESE POINTS HAVE BEEN SET FORTH, [TO THE EFFECT] THAT NOT ONLY DID THEY, "WHO FROM THE BEGINNING WERE EYE- WITNESSES AND MINISTERS OF THE WORD"(2) OF TRUTH, HOLD NO SUCH OPINIONS, BUT THAT THEY DID ALSO PREACH TO US TO SHUN THESE DOCTRINES,(3) FORESEEING BY THE SPIRIT THOSE WEAK-MINDED PERSONS WHO SHOULD BE LED ASTRAY.(4) 
4. FOR AS THE SERPENT BEGUILED EVE, BY PROMISING HER WHAT HE HAD NOT HIMSELF,(5) SO ALSO DO THESE MEN, BY PRETENDING [TO POSSESS] SUPERIOR KNOWLEDGE, AND [TO BE ACQUAINTED WITH] INEFFABLE MYSTERIES; AND, BY PROMISING THAT ADMITTANCE WHICH THEY SPEAK OF AS TAKING PLACE WITHIN THE PLEROMA, PLUNGE THOSE THAT BELIEVE THEM INTO DEATH, RENDERING THEM APOSTATES FROM HIM WHO MADE THEM. AND AT THAT TIME, INDEED, THE APOSTATE ANGEL, HAVING EFFECTED THE DISOBEDIENCE OF MANKIND BY MEANS OF THE SERPENT, IMAGINED THAT HE ESCAPED THE NOTICE OF THE LORD; WHEREFORE GOD ASSIGNED HIM THE FORM(6) AND NAME [OF A SERPENT]. BUT NOW, SINCE THE LAST TIMES ARE [COME UPON US], EVIL IS SPREAD ABROAD AMONG MEN, WHICH NOT ONLY RENDERS THEM APOSTATES, BUT BY MANY MACHINATIONS DOES [THE DEVIL] RAISE UP BLASPHEMERS AGAINST THE CREATOR, NAMELY, BY MEANS OF ALL THE HERETICS ALREADY MENTIONED. FOR ALL THESE, ALTHOUGH THEY ISSUE FORTH FROM DIVERSE REGIONS, AND PROMULGATE DIFFERENT [OPINIONS], DO NEVERTHELESS CONCUR IN THE SAME BLASPHEMOUS DESIGN, WOUNDING [MEN] UNTO DEATH, BY TEACHING BLASPHEMY AGAINST GOD OUR MAKER AND SUPPORTER, AND DEROGATING FROM THE SALVATION OF MAN. NOW MAN IS A MIXED ORGANIZATION OF SOUL AND FLESH, WHO WAS FORMED AFTER THE LIKENESS OF GOD, AND MOULDED BY HIS HANDS, THAT IS, BY THE SON AND HOLY SPIRIT, TO WHOM ALSO HE SAID, "LET US MAKE MAN."(1) THIS, THEN, IS THE AIM OF HIM WHO ENVIES OUR LIFE, TO RENDER MEN DISBELIEVERS IN THEIR OWN SALVATION, AND BLASPHEMOUS AGAINST GOD THE CREATOR. FOR WHATSOEVER ALL THE HERETICS MAY HAVE ADVANCED WITH THE UTMOST SOLEMNITY, THEY COME TO THIS AT LAST, THAT THEY BLASPHEME THE CREATOR, AND DISALLOW THE SALVATION OF GOD'S WORKMANSHIP, WHICH THE FLESH TRULY IS; ON BEHALF OF WHICH I HAVE PROVED, IN A VARIETY OF WAYS, THAT THE SON OF GOD ACCOMPLISHED THE WHOLE DISPENSATION [OF MERCY], AND HAVE SHOWN THAT THERE IS NONE OTHER CALLED GOD BY THE SCRIPTURES EXCEPT THE FATHER OF ALL, AND THE SON, AND THOSE WHO POSSESS THE ADOPTION. 
CHAP. I.--THE LORD ACKNOWLEDGED BUT ONE GOD AND FATHER. 
1. SINCE, THEREFORE, THIS IS SURE AND STEDFAST, THAT NO OTHER GOD OR LORD WAS ANNOUNCED BY THE SPIRIT, EXCEPT HIM WHO, AS GOD, RULES OVER ALL, TOGETHER WITH HIS WORD, AND THOSE WHO RECEIVE THE SPIRIT OF ADOPTION,(2) THAT IS, THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN THE ONE AND TRUE GOD, AND IN JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD; AND LIKEWISE THAT THE APOSTLES DID OF THEMSELVES TERM NO ONE ELSE AS GOD, OR NAME [NO OTHER] AS LORD; AND, WHAT IS MUCH MORE IMPORTANT, [SINCE IT IS TRUE] THAT OUR LORD [ACTED LIKEWISE], WHO DID ALSO COMMAND US TO CONFESS NO ONE AS FATHER, EXCEPT HIM WHO IS IN THE HEAVENS, WHO IS THE ONE GOD AND THE ONE FATHER;--THOSE THINGS ARE CLEARLY SHOWN TO BE FALSE WHICH THESE DECEIVERS AND MOST PERVERSE SOPHISTS ADVANCE, MAINTAINING THAT THE BEING WHOM THEY HAVE THEMSELVES INVENTED IS BY NATURE BOTH GOD AND FATHER; BUT THAT THE I DEMIURGE IS NATURALLY NEITHER GOD NOR FATHER, BUT IS SO TERMED MERELY BY COURTESY (VERBO TENUS), BECAUSE OF HIS RULING THE CREATION, THESE PERVERSE MYTHOLOGISTS STATE, SETTING THEIR THOUGHTS AGAINST GOD; AND, PUTTING ASIDE THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST, AND OF THEMSELVES DIVINING FALSEHOODS, THEY DISPUTE AGAINST THE ENTIRE DISPENSATION OF GOD. FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT THEIR AEONS, AND GODS, AND FATHERS, AND LORDS, ARE ALSO STILL FURTHER TERMED HEAVENS, TOGETHER WITH THEIR MOTHER, WHOM THEY DO ALSO CALL "THE EARTH," AND "JERUSALEM," WHILE THEY ALSO STYLE HER MANY OTHER NAMES. 
2. NOW TO WHOM IS IT NOT CLEAR, THAT IF THE LORD HAD KNOWN MANY FATHERS AND GODS, HE WOULD NOT HAVE TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES TO KNOW [ONLY] ONE GOD,(3) AND TO CALL HIM ALONE FATHER? BUT HE DID THE RATHER DISTINGUISH THOSE WHO BY WORD MERELY (VERBO TENUS) ARE TERMED GODS, FROM HIM WHO IS TRULY GOD, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT ERR AS TO HIS DOCTRINE, NOR UNDERSTAND ONE [IN MISTAKE] FOR ANOTHER. AND IF HE DID INDEED TEACH US TO CALL ONE BEING FATHER AND GOD, WHILE HE DOES FROM TIME TO TIME HIMSELF CONFESS OTHER FATHERS AND GODS IN THE SAME SENSE, THEN HE WILL APPEAR TO ENJOIN A DIFFERENT COURSE UPON HIS DISCIPLES FROM WHAT HE FOLLOWS HIMSELF. SUCH CONDUCT, HOWEVER, DOES NOT BESPEAK THE GOOD TEACHER, BUT A MISLEADING AND INVIDIOUS ONE. THE APOSTLES, TOO, ACCORDING TO THESE MEN'S SHOWING, ARE PROVED TO BE TRANSGRESSORS OF THE COMMANDMENT, SINCE THEY CONFESS THE CREATOR AS GOD, AND LORD, AND FATHER, AS I HAVE SHOWN--IF HE IS NOT ALONE GOD AND FATHER. JESUS, THEREFORE, WILL BE TO THEM THE AUTHOR AND TEACHER OF SUCH TRANSGRESSION, INASMUCH AS HE COMMANDED THAT ONE BEING SHOULD BE CALLED FATHER,(4) THUS IMPOSING UPON THEM THE NECESSITY OF CONFESSING THE CREATOR AS THEIR FATHER, AS HAS BEEN POINTED OUT. 
CHAP. II.--PROOFS FROM THE PLAIN TESTIMONY OF MOSES, AND OF THE OTHER PROPHETS, WHOSE WORDS ARE THE WORDS OF CHRIST, THAT THERE IS BUT ONE GOD, THE FOUNDER OF THE WORLD, WHOM OUR LORD PREACHED, AND WHOM HE CALLED HIS FATHER. 
1. MOSES, THEREFORE, MAKING A RECAPITULATION OF THE WHOLE LAW, WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED FROM THE CREATOR (DEMIURGE), THUS SPEAKS IN DEUTERONOMY: "GIVE EAR, O YE HEAVENS, AND I WILL SPEAK; AND HEAR, O EARTH, THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH."(5) AGAIN, DAVID SAYING THAT HIS HELP CAME FROM THE LORD, ASSERTS: "MY HELP IS FROM THE LORD, WHO MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH."(6) AND ESAIAS CONFESSES THAT WORDS WERE UTTERED BY GOD, WHO MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND GOVERNS THEM. HE SAYS: "HEAR, O HEAVENS; AND GIVE EAR, O EARTH: FOR THE LORD HATH SPOKEN."(7) AND AGAIN: "THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD, WHO MADE THE HEAVEN, AND STRETCHED IT OUT; WHO ESTABLISHED THE EARTH, AND THE THINGS IN IT; AND WHO GIVETH BREATH TO THE PEOPLE UPON IT, AND SPIRIT TO THEM WHO WALK THEREIN."(8) 
2. AGAIN, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST CONFESSES THIS SAME BEING AS HIS FATHER, WHERE HE SAYS: "I CONFESS TO THEE, O FATHER, LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH."(1) WHAT FATHER WILL THOSE MEN HAVE US TO UNDERSTAND [BY THESE WORDS], THOSE WHO ARE MOST PERVERSE SOPHISTS OF PANDORA? WHETHER SHALL IT BE BYTHUS, WHOM THEY HAVE FABLED OF THEMSELVES; OR THEIR MOTHER; OR THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN? OR SHALL IT BE HE WHOM THE MARCIONITES OR THE OTHERS HAVE INVENTED AS GOD (WHOM I INDEED HAVE AMPLY DEMONSTRATED TO BE NO GOD AT ALL); OR SHALL IT BE (WHAT IS REALLY THE CASE) THE MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, WHOM ALSO THE PROPHETS PROCLAIMED,--WHOM CHRIST, TOO, CONFESSES AS HIS FATHER,--WHOM ALSO THE LAW ANNOUNCES, SAYING: "HEAR, O ISRAEL; THE LORD THY GOD IS ONE GOD?"(2) 
3. BUT SINCE THE WRITINGS (LITERA) OF MOSES ARE THE WORDS OF CHRIST, HE DOES HIMSELF DECLARE TO THE JEWS, AS JOHN HAS RECORDED IN THE GOSPEL: "IF YE HAD BELIEVED MOSES, YE WOULD HAVE BELIEVED ME: FOR HE WROTE OF ME. BUT IF YE BELIEVE NOT HIS WRITINGS, NEITHER WILL YE BELIEVE MY WORDS."(3) HE THUS INDICATES IN THE CLEAREST MANNER THAT THE WRITINGS OF MOSES ARE HIS WORDS. IF, THEN, [THIS BE THE CASE WITH REGARD] TO MOSES, SO ALSO, BEYOND A DOUBT, THE WORDS OF THE OTHER PROPHETS ARE HIS [WORDS], AS I HAVE POINTED OUT. AND AGAIN, THE LORD HIMSELF EXHIBITS ABRAHAM AS HAVING SAID TO THE RICH MAN, WITH REFERENCE TO ALL THOSE WHO WERE STILL ALIVE: "IF THEY DO NOT OBEY MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, NEITHER, IF ANY ONE WAS TO RISE FROM THE DEAD AND GO TO THEM, WILL THEY BELIEVE HIM."(4) 
4. NOW, HE HAS NOT MERELY RELATED TO US A STORY RESPECTING A POOR MAN AND A RICH ONE; BUT HE HAS TAUGHT US, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THAT NO ONE SHOULD LEAD A LUXURIOUS LIFE, NOR, LIVING IN WORLDLY PLEASURES AND PERPETUAL FEASTINGS, SHOULD BE THE SLAVE OF HIS LUSTS, AND FORGET GOD. "FOR THERE WAS," HE SAYS, "A RICH MAN, WHO WAS CLOTHED IN PURPLE AND FINE LINEN, AND DELIGHTED HIMSELF WITH SPLENDID FEASTS."(5) OF SUCH PERSONS, TOO, THE SPIRIT HAS SPOKEN BY ESAIAS: "THEY DRINK WINE WITH [THE ACCOMPANIMENT OF] HARPS, AND TABLETS, AND PSALTERIES, AND FLUTES; BUT THEY REGARD NOT THE WORKS OF GOD, NEITHER DO THEY CONSIDER THE WORK OF HIS HANDS."(6) LEST, THEREFORE, WE SHOULD INCUR THE SAME PUNISHMENT AS THESE MEN, THE LORD REVEALS [TO US] THEIR END; SHOWING AT THE SAME TIME, THAT IF THEY OBEYED MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, THEY WOULD BELIEVE IN HIM WHOM THESE HAD PREACHED, THE SON OF GOD, WHO ROSE FROM THE DEAD, AND BESTOWS LIFE UPON US; AND HE SHOWS THAT ALL ARE FROM ONE ESSENCE, THAT IS, ABRAHAM, AND MOSES, AND THE PROPHETS, AND ALSO THE LORD HIMSELF, WHO ROSE FROM THE DEAD, IN WHOM MANY BELIEVE WHO ARE OF THE CIRCUMCISION, WHO DO ALSO HEAR MOSES AND THE PROPHETS ANNOUNCING THE COMING OF THE SON OF GOD. BUT THOSE WHO SCOFF [AT THE TRUTH] ASSERT THAT THESE MEN WERE FROM ANOTHER ESSENCE, AND THEY DO NOT KNOW THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN FROM THE DEAD; UNDERSTANDING CHRIST AS A DISTINCT BEING, WHO CONTINUED AS IF HE WERE IMPASSIBLE, AND JESUS, WHO SUFFERED, AS BEING ALTOGETHER SEPARATE [FROM HIM]. 
5. FOR THEY DO NOT RECEIVE FROM THE FATHER THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON; NEITHER DO THEY LEARN WHO THE FATHER IS FROM THE SON, WHO TEACHES CLEARLY AND WITHOUT PARABLES HIM WHO TRULY IS GOD. HE SAYS: "SWEAR NOT AT ALL; NEITHER BY HEAVEN, FOR IT IS GOD'S THRONE; NOR BY THE EARTH, FOR IT IS HIS FOOTSTOOL; NEITHER BY JERUSALEM, FOR IT IS THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING."(7) FOR THESE WORDS ARE EVIDENTLY SPOKEN WITH REFERENCE TO THE CREATOR, AS ALSO ESAIAS SAYS: "HEAVEN IS MY THRONE, THE EARTH IS MY FOOTSTOOL."(8) AND BESIDES THIS BEING THERE IS NO OTHER GOD; OTHERWISE HE WOULD NOT BE TERMED BY THE LORD EITHER" GOD" OR" THE GREAT KING;" FOR A BEING WHO CAN BE SO DESCRIBED ADMITS NEITHER OF ANY OTHER BEING COMPARED WITH NOR SET ABOVE HIM. FOR HE WHO HAS ANY SUPERIOR OVER HIM, AND IS UNDER THE POWER OF ANOTHER, THIS BEING NEVER CAN BE CALLED EITHER "GOD" OR "THE GREAT KING." 
6. BUT NEITHER WILL THESE MEN BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN THAT SUCH WORDS WERE UTTERED IN AN IRONICAL MANNER, SINCE IT IS PROVED TO THEM BY THE WORDS THEMSELVES THAT THEY WERE IN EARNEST. FOR HE WHO UTTERED THEM WAS TRUTH, AND DID TRULY VINDICATE HIS OWN HOUSE, BY DRIVING OUT OF IT THE CHANGERS OF MONEY, WHO WERE BUYING AND SELLING, SAYING UNTO THEM: "IT IS WRITTEN, MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED THE HOUSE OF PRAYER; BUT YE HAVE MADE IT A DEN OF THIEVES."(9) AND WHAT REASON HAD HE FOR THUS DOING AND SAYING, AND VINDICATING HIS HOUSE, IF HE DID PREACH ANOTHER GOD? BUT [HE DID SO], THAT HE MIGHT POINT OUT THE TRANSGRESSORS OF HIS FATHER'S LAW; FOR NEITHER DID HE BRING ANY ACCUSATION AGAINST THE HOUSE, NOR DID HE BLAME THE LAW, WHICH HE HAD COME TO FULFIL; BUT HE REPROVED THOSE WHO WERE PUTTING HIS HOUSE TO AN IMPROPER USE, AND THOSE WHO WERE TRANSGRESSING THE LAW. AND THEREFORE, THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, TOO, WHO FROM THE TIMES OF THE LAW HAD BEGUN TO DESPISE GOD, DID NOT RECEIVE HIS WORD, THAT IS, THEY DID NOT BELIEVE ON CHRIST. OF THESE ESAIAS SAYS: "THY PRINCES ARE REBELLIOUS, COMPANIONS OF THIEVES, LOVING GIFTS, FOLLOWING AFTER REWARDS, NOT JUDGING THE FATHERLESS, AND NEGLIGENT OF THE CAUSE OF THE WIDOWS."(10) AND JEREMIAH, IN LIKE MANNER: "THEY," HE SAYS, "WHO RULE MY PEOPLE DID NOT KNOW ME; THEY ARE SENSELESS AND IMPRUDENT CHILDREN; THEY ARE WISE TO DO EVIL, BUT TO DO WELL THEY HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE."(1) 
7. BUT AS MANY AS FEARED GOD, AND WERE ANXIOUS ABOUT HIS LAW, THESE RAN TO CHRIST, AND WERE ALL SAVED. FOR HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES: "GO YE TO THE SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL,(2) WHICH HAVE PERISHED." AND MANY MORE SAMARITANS, IT IS SAID, WHEN THE LORD HAD TARRIED AMONG. THEM, TWO DAYS, "BELIEVED BECAUSE OF HIS WORDS, AND SAID TO THE WOMAN, NOW WE BELIEVE, NOT BECAUSE OF THY SAYING, FOR WE OURSELVES HAVE HEARD [HIM], AND KNOW THAT THIS MAN IS TRULY THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD."(3) AND PAUL LIKEWISE DECLARES, "AND SO ALL ISRAEL SHALL BE SAVED;"(4) BUT HE HAS ALSO SAID, THAT THE LAW WAS OUR PEDAGOGUE [TO BRING US] TO CHRIST JESUS.(5) LET THEM NOT THEREFORE ASCRIBE TO THE LAW THE UNBELIEF OF CERTAIN [AMONG THEM]. FOR THE LAW NEVER HINDERED THEM FROM BELIEVING IN THE SON OF GOD; NAY, BUT IT EVEN EXHORTED THEM(6) SO TO DO, SAYING(7) THAT MEN CAN BE SAVED IN NO OTHER WAY FROM THE OLD WOUND OF THE SERPENT THAN BY BELIEVING IN HIM WHO, IN THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH, IS LIFTED UP FROM THE EARTH UPON THE TREE OF MARTYRDOM, AND DRAWS ALL THINGS TO HIMSELF,(8) AND VIVIFIES THE DEAD. 
CHAP. III.--ANSWER TO THE CAVILS OF THE GNOS TICS. WE ARE NOT TO SUPPOSE THAT THE TRUE GOD CAN BE CHANGED, OR COME TO AN END BECAUSE THE HEAVENS, WHICH ARE HIS THRONE AND THE EARTH, HIS FOOTSTOOL, SHALL PASS AWAY. 
1. AGAIN, AS TO THEIR MALIGNANTLY ASSERTING THAT IF HEAVEN IS INDEED THE THRONE OF GOD, AND EARTH HIS FOOTSTOOL, AND IF IT IS DECLARED THAT THE HEAVEN AND EARTH SHALL PASS AWAY, THEN WHEN THESE PASS AWAY THE GOD WHO SITTETH ABOVE MUST ALSO PASS AWAY, AND THEREFORE HE CANNOT BE THE GOD WHO IS OVER ALL; IN THE FIRST PLACE, THEY ARE IGNORANT WHAT THE EXPRESSION MEANS, THAT HEAVEN IS [HIS] THRONE AND EARTH [HIS] FOOTSTOOL. FOR THEY DO NOT KNOW WHAT GOD IS, BUT THEY IMAGINE THAT HE SITS AFTER THE FASHION OF A MAN, AND IS CONTAINED WITHIN BOUNDS, BUT DOES NOT CONTAIN. AND THEY ARE ALSO UNACQUAINTED WITH [THE MEANING OF] THE PASSING AWAY OF THE HEAVEN AND EARTH; BUT PAUL WAS NOT IGNORANT OF IT WHEN HE DECLARED, "FOR THE FIGURE OF THIS WORLD PASSETH AWAY."(9) IN THE NEXT PLACE, DAVID EXPLAINS THEIR QUESTION, FOR HE SAYS THAT WHEN THE FASHION OF THIS WORLD PASSES AWAY, NOT ONLY SHALL GOD REMAIN, BUT HIS SERVANTS ALSO, EXPRESSING HIMSELF THUS IN THE 101ST PSALM: "IN THE BEGINNING, THOU; O LORD, HAST FOUNDED THE EARTH, AND THE HEAVENS ARE THE WORKS OF THY HANDS. THEY SHALL PERISH, BUT THOU SHALT ENDURE, AND ALL SHALL WAX OLD AS A GARMENT; AND AS A VESTURE THOU SHALT CHANGE THEM, AND THEY SHALL BE CHANGED: BUT THOU ART THE SAME, AND THY YEARS SHALL NOT FAIL. THE CHILDREN OF THY SERVANTS SHALL CONTINUE, AND THEIR SEED SHALL BE ESTABLISHED FOR EVER;"(10))POINTING OUT PLAINLY WHAT THINGS THEY ARE THAT PASS AWAY, AND WHO IT IS THAT DOTH ENDURE FOR EVER GOD, TOGETHER WITH HIS SERVANTS. AND IN LIKE MANNER ESAIAS SAYS: "LIFT UP YOUR EYES TO THE HEAVENS, AND LOOK UPON THE EARTH BENEATH; FOR THE HEAVEN HAS BEEN SET TOGETHER AS SMOKE, AND THE EARTH SHALL WAX OLD LIKE A GARMENT, AND THEY WHO DWELL THEREIN SHALL DIE IN LIKE MANNER. BUT MY SALVATION SHALL BE FOR EVER, AND MY RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL NOT PASS AWAY."(11) 
CHAP. IV.--ANSWER TO ANOTHER OBJECTION, SHOWING THAT THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM, WHICH WAS THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING, DIMINISHED NOTHING FROM THE SUPREME MAJESTY' AND POWER OF GOD, FOR THAT THIS DESTRUCTION WAS PUT IN EXECUTION BY THE MOST-WISE COUNSEL OF THE SAME GOD. 
1. FURTHER, ALSO, CONCERNING JERUSALEM AND THE LORD, THEY VENTURE TO ASSERT THAT, IF IT HAD BEEN "THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING,"(12) IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN DESERTED.(13) THIS IS JUST AS IF ANY ONE SHOULD SAY, THAT IF STRAW WERE A CREATION OF GOD, IT WOULD NEVER PART COMPANY WITH THE WHEAT; AND THAT THE VINE TWIGS, IF MADE BY GOD, NEVER WOULD BE LOPPED AWAY AND DEPRIVED OF THE CLUSTERS. BUT AS THESE [VINE TWIGS] HAVE NOT BEEN ORIGINALLY MADE FOR THEIR OWN SAKE, BUT FOR THAT OF THE FRUIT GROWING UPON THEM, WHICH BEING COME TO MATURITY AND TAKEN AWAY, THEY ARE LEFT BEHIND, AND THOSE WHICH DO NOT CONDUCE TO FRUCTIFICATION ARE LOPPED OFF ALTOGETHER; SO ALSO [WAS IT WITH] JERUSALEM, WHICH HAD IN HERSELF BORNE THE YOKE OF BONDAGE (UNDER WHICH MAN WAS REDUCED, WHO IN FORMER TIMES WAS NOT SUBJECT TO GOD WHEN DEATH WAS REIGNING, AND BEING SUBDUED, BECAME A FIT SUBJECT FOR LIBERTY), WHEN THE FRUIT OF LIBERTY HAD COME, AND REACHED MATURITY, AND BEEN REAPED AND STORED IN THE BARN, AND WHEN THOSE WHICH HAD THE POWER TO PRODUCE FRUIT HAD BEEN CARRIED AWAY FROM HER [I.E., FROM JERUSALEM], AND SCATTERED THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD. EVEN AS ESAIAS SAITH, "THE CHILDREN OF JACOB SHALL STRIKE ROOT, AND ISRAEL SHALL FLOURISH, AND THE WHOLE WORLD SHALL BE FILLED WITH HIS FRUIT."(1) THE FRUIT, THEREFORE, HAVING BEEN SOWN THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD, SHE (JERUSALEM) WAS DESERVEDLY FORSAKEN, AND THOSE THINGS WHICH HAD FORMERLY BROUGHT FORTH FRUIT ABUNDANTLY WERE TAKEN AWAY; FOR FROM THESE, ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, WERE CHRIST AND THE APOSTLES ENABLED TO BRING FORTH FRUIT. BUT NOW THESE ARE NO LONGER USEFUL FOR BRINGING FORTH FRUIT. FOR ALL THINGS WHICH HAVE A BEGINNING IN TIME MUST OF COURSE HAVE AN END IN TIME ALSO. 
2. SINCE, THEN, THE LAW ORIGINATED WITH MOSES, IT TERMINATED WITH JOHN AS A NECESSARY CONSEQUENCE. CHRIST HAD COME TO FULFIL IT: WHEREFORE "THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS WERE" WITH THEM "UNTIL JOHN."(2) AND THEREFORE JERUSALEM, TAKING ITS COMMENCEMENT FROM DAVID,(3) AND FULFILLING ITS OWN TIMES, MUST HAVE AN END OF LEGISLATION(4) WHEN THE NEW COVENANT WAS REVEALED. FOR GOD DOES ALL THINGS BY MEASURE AND IN ORDER; NOTHING IS UNMEASURED WITH HIM, BECAUSE NOTHING IS OUT OF ORDER. WELL SPOKE HE, WHO SAID THAT THE UNMEASURABLE FATHER WAS HIMSELF SUBJECTED TO MEASURE IN THE SON; FOR THE SON IS THE MEASURE OF THE FATHER, SINCE HE ALSO COMPREHENDS HIM. BUT THAT THE ADMINISTRATION OF THEM (THE JEWS) WAS TEMPORARY, ESAIAS SAYS: "AND THE DAUGHTER OF ZION SHALL BE LEFT AS A COTTAGE IN A VINEYARD, AND AS A LODGE IN A GARDEN OF CUCUMBERS."(5) AND WHEN SHALL THESE THINGS BE LEFT BEHIND? IS IT NOT WHEN THE FRUIT SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY, AND THE LEAVES ALONE SHALL BE LEFT, WHICH NOW HAVE NO POWER OF PRODUCING FRUIT? 
3. BUT WHY DO WE SPEAK OF JERUSALEM, SINCE, INDEED, THE FASHION OF THE WHOLE WORLD MUST ALSO PASS AWAY, WHEN THE TIME OF ITS DISAPPEARANCE HAS COME, IN ORDER THAT THE FRUIT INDEED MAY BE GATHERED INTO THE GARNER, BUT THE CHAFF, LEFT BEHIND, MAY BE CONSUMED BY FIRE? "FOR THE DAY OF THE LORD COMETH AS A BURNING FURNACE, AND ALL SINNERS SHALL BE STUBBLE, THEY WHO DO EVIL THINGS, AND THE DAY SHALL BURN THEM UP."(6) NOW, WHO THIS LORD IS THAT BRINGS SUCH A DAY ABOUT, JOHN THE BAPTIST POINTS OUT, WHEN HE SAYS OF CHRIST, "HE SHALL BAPTIZE YOU WITH THE HOLY GHOST AND WITH FIRE, HAVING HIS FAN IN HIS HAND TO CLEANSE HIS FLOOR; AND HE WILL GATHER HIS FRUIT INTO THE GARNER, BUT THE CHAFF HE WILL BURN UP WITH UNQUENCHABLE FIRE."(7) FOR HE WHO MAKES THE CHAFF AND HE WHO MAKES THE WHEAT ARE NOT DIFFERENT PERSONS, BUT ONE AND THE SAME, WHO JUDGES THEM, THAT IS, SEPARATES THEM. BUT THE WHEAT AND THE CHAFF, BEING INANIMATE AND IRRATIONAL, HAVE BEEN MADE SUCH BY NATURE. BUT MAN, BEING ENDOWED WITH REASON, AND IN THIS RESPECT LIKE TO GOD, HAVING BEEN MADE FREE IN HIS WILL, AND WITH POWER OVER HIMSELF, IS HIMSELF THE CAUSE TO HIMSELF, THAT SOMETIMES HE BECOMES WHEAT, AND SOMETIMES CHAFF. WHEREFORE ALSO HE SHALL BE JUSTLY CONDEMNED, BECAUSE, HAVING BEEN CREATED A RATIONAL BEING, HE LOST THE TRUE RATIONALITY, AND LIVING IRRATIONALLY, OPPOSED THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD, GIVING HIMSELF OVER TO EVERY EARTHLY SPIRIT, AND SERVING ALL LUSTS; AS SAYS THE PROPHET, "MAN, BEING IN HONOUR, DID NOT UNDERSTAND: HE WAS ASSIMILATED TO SENSELESS BEASTS, AND MADE LIKE TO THEM."(8) 
CHAP. V.--THE AUTHOR RETURNS TO HIS FORMER ARGUMENT, AND SHOWS THAT THERE WAS BUT ONE GOD ANNOUNCED BY THE LAW AND PROPHETS, WHOM CHRIST CONFESSES AS HIS FATHER, AND WHO, THROUGH HIS WORD, ONE LIVING GOD WITH HIM, MADE HIMSELF KNOWN TO MEN IN BOTH COVENANTS. 
1. GOD, THEREFORE, IS ONE AND THE SAME, WHO ROLLS UP THE HEAVEN AS A BOOK, AND RENEWS THE FACE OF THE EARTH; WHO MADE THE THINGS OF TIME. FOR MAN, SO THAT COMING TO MATURITY IN THEM, HE MAY PRODUCE THE FRUIT OF IMMORTALITY; AND WHO, THROUGH HIS KINDNESS, ALSO BESTOWS [UPON HIM] ETERNAL THINGS, "THAT IN THE AGES TO COME HE MAY SHOW THE EXCEEDING RICHES OF HIS GRACE;"(9) WHO WAS ANNOUNCED BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, WHOM CHRIST CONFESSED AS HIS FATHER. NOW HE IS THE CREATOR, AND HE IT IS WHO IS GOD OVER ALL, AS ESAIAS SAYS, "I AM WITNESS, SAITH THE LORD GOD, AND MY SERVANT WHOM I HAVE CHOSEN, THAT YE MAY KNOW, AND BELIEVE, AND UNDERSTAND THAT I AM. BEFORE ME THERE WAS NO OTHER GOD, NEITHER SHALL BE AFTER ME. I AM GOD, AND BESIDES ME THERE IS NO SAVIOUR. I HAVE PROCLAIMED, AND I HAVE SAVED."(10) AND AGAIN: "I MYSELF AM THE FIRST GOD, AND I AM ABOVE THINGS TO COME."(11) FOR NEITHER IN AN AMBIGUOUS, NOR ARROGANT, NOR BOASTFUL MANNER, DOES HE SAY THESE THINGS; BUT SINCE IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE, WITHOUT GOD, TO COME TO A KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, HE TEACHES MEN, THROUGH HIS WORD, TO KNOW GOD. TO THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO ARE IGNORANT OF THESE MATTERS, AND ON THIS ACCOUNT IMAGINE THAT THEY HAVE DISCOVERED ANOTHER FATHER, JUSTLY DOES ONE SAY, "YE DO ERR, NOT KNOWING THE SCRIPTURES, NOR THE POWER OF GOD."(12) 
2. FOR OUR LORD AND MASTER, IN THE ANSWER WHICH HE GAVE TO THE SADDUCEES, WHO SAY THAT THERE IS NO RESURRECTION, AND WHO DO THEREFORE DISHONOR GOD, AND LOWER THE CREDIT OF THE LAW, DID BOTH INDICATE A RESURRECTION, AND REVEAL GOD, SAYING TO THEM, "YE DO ERR, NOT KNOWING THE SCRIPTURES, NOR THE POWER OF GOD." "FOR, TOUCHING THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD," HE SAYS, "HAVE YE NOT READ THAT WHICH WAS SPOKEN BY GOD, SAYING, I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB?(1) AND HE ADDED, "HE IS NOT THE GOD OF THE DEAD, BUT OF THE LIVING; FOR ALL LIVE TO HIM." BY THESE ARGUMENTS HE UNQUESTIONABLY MADE IT CLEAR, THAT HE WHO SPOKE TO MOSES OUT OF THE BUSH, AND DECLARED HIMSELF TO BE THE GOD OF THE FATHERS, HE IS THE GOD OF THE LIVING. FOR WHO IS THE GOD OF THE LIVING UNLESS HE WHO IS GOD, AND ABOVE WHOM THERE IS NO OTHER GOD? WHOM ALSO DANIEL THE PROPHET, WHEN CYRUS KING OF THE PERSIANS SAID TO HIM, "WHY DOST THOU NOT WORSHIP BEL?"(2) DID PROCLAIM, SAYING, "BECAUSE I DO NOT WORSHIP IDOLS MADE WITH HANDS, BUT THE LIVING GOD, WHO ESTABLISHED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND HAS DOMINION OVER ALL FLESH." AGAIN, DID HE SAY, "I WILL ADORE THE LORD MY GOD, BECAUSE HE IS THE LIVING GOD." HE, THEN, WHO WAS ADORED BY THE PROPHETS AS THE LIVING GOD, HE IS THE GOD OF THE LIVING; AND HIS WORD IS HE WHO ALSO SPOKE TO MOSES, WHO ALSO PUT THE SADDUCEES TO SILENCE, WHO ALSO BESTOWED THE GIFT OF RESURRECTION, THUS REVEALING [BOTH] TRUTHS TO THOSE WHO ARE BLIND, THAT IS, THE RESURRECTION AND GOD [IN HIS TRUE CHARACTER]. FOR IF HE BE NOT THE GOD OF THE DEAD, BUT OF THE LIVING, YET WAS CALLED THE GOD OF THE FATHERS WHO WERE SLEEPING, THEY DO INDUBITABLY LIVE TO GOD, AND HAVE NOT PASSED OUT OF EXISTENCE, SINCE THEY ARE CHILDREN OF THE RESURRECTION. BUT OUR LORD IS HIMSELF THE RESURRECTION, AS HE DOES HIMSELF DECLARE, "I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE."(3) BUT THE FATHERS ARE HIS CHILDREN; FOR IT IS SAID BY THE PROPHET: "INSTEAD OF THY FATHERS, THY CHILDREN HAVE BEEN MADE TO THEE."(4) CHRIST HIMSELF, THEREFORE, TOGETHER WITH THE FATHER, IS THE GOD OF THE LIVING, WHO SPOKE TO MOSES, AND WHO WAS ALSO MANIFESTED TO THE FATHERS. 
3. AND TEACHING THIS VERY THING, HE SAID TO THE JEWS: "YOUR FATHER ABRAHAM REJOICED THAT HE SHOULD SEE MY DAY; AND HE SAW IT, AND WAS GLAD"(5) WHAT IS INTENDED? "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS IMPUTED UNTO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS."(6) IN THE FIRST PLACE, [HE BELIEVED] THAT HE WAS THE MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE ONLY GOD; AND IN THE NEXT PLACE, THAT HE WOULD MAKE HIS SEED AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN. THIS IS WHAT IS MEANT BY PAUL, [WHEN HE SAYS,] "AS LIGHTS IN THE WORLD."(7) RIGHTEOUSLY, THEREFORE, HAVING LEFT HIS EARTHLY KINDRED, HE FOLLOWED THE WORD OF GOD, WALKING AS A PILGRIM WITH THE WORD, THAT HE MIGHT [AFTERWARDS] HAVE HIS ABODE WITH THE WORD. 
4. RIGHTEOUSLY ALSO THE APOSTLES, BEING OF THE RACE OF ABRAHAM, LEFT THE SHIP AND THEIR FATHER, AND FOLLOWED THE WORD. RIGHTEOUSLY ALSO DO WE, POSSESSING THE SAME FAITH AS ABRAHAM, AND TAKING UP THE CROSS AS ISAAC DID THE WOOD? FOLLOW HIM. FOR IN ABRAHAM MAN HAD LEARNED BEFOREHAND, AND HAD BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO FOLLOW THE WORD OF GOD. FOR ABRAHAM, ACCORDING TO HIS FAITH, FOLLOWED THE COMMAND OF THE WORD OF GOD, AND WITH A READY MIND DELIVERED UP, AS A SACRIFICE TO GOD, HIS ONLY- BEGOTTEN AND BELOVED SON, IN ORDER THAT GOD ALSO MIGHT BE PLEASED TO OFFER UP FOR ALL HIS SEED HIS OWN BELOVED AND ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, AS A SACRIFICE FOR OUR REDEMPTION. 
5. SINCE, THEREFORE, ABRAHAM WAS A PROPHET AND SAW IN THE SPIRIT THE DAY OF THE LORD'S COMING, AND THE DISPENSATION OF HIS SUFFERING, THROUGH WHOM BOTH HE HIMSELF AND ALL WHO, FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF HIS FAITH, TRUST IN GOD, SHOULD BE SAVED, HE REJOICED EXCEEDINGLY. THE LORD, THEREFORE, WAS NOT UNKNOWN TO ABRAHAM, WHOSE DAY HE DESIRED TO SEE;(9) NOR, AGAIN, WAS THE LORD'S FATHER, FOR HE HAD LEARNED FROM THE WORD OF THE LORD, AND BELIEVED HIM; WHEREFORE IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO HIM BY THE LORD FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR FAITH TOWARDS GOD JUSTIFIES A MAN; AND THEREFORE, HE SAID, "I WILL STRETCH FORTH MY HAND TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], WHO MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH."(10) ALL THESE TRUTHS, HOWEVER, DO THOSE HOLDING PERVERSE OPINIONS ENDEAVOR TO OVERTHROW, BECAUSE OF ONE PASSAGE, WHICH THEY CERTAINLY DO NOT UNDERSTAND CORRECTLY. 
CHAP. VI.--EXPLANATION OF THE WORDS OF CHRIST, "NO MAN KNOWETH THE FATHER, BUT THE SON," ETC.; WHICH WORDS THE HERETICS MISINTERPRET. PROOF THAT, BY THE FATHER REVEALING THE SON, AND BY THE SON BEING REVEALED, THE FATHER WAS NEVER UNKNOWN. 
1. FOR THE LORD, REVEALING HIMSELF TO HIS DISCIPLES, THAT HE HIMSELF IS THE WORD, WHO IMPARTS KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER, AND REPROVING THE JEWS, WHO IMAGINED THAT THEY, HAD [THE KNOWLEDGE OF] GOD, WHILE THEY NEVERTHELESS REJECTED HIS WORD, THROUGH WHOM GOD IS MADE KNOWN, DECLARED, "NO MAN KNOWETH THE SON, BUT THE FATHER; NEITHER KNOWETH ANY MAN THE FATHER, SAVE THE SON, AND HE TO WHOM THE SON HAS WILLED TO REVEAL [HIM]."(11) THUS HATH MATTHEW SET IT DOWN, AND LUKE IN LIKE MANNER, AND MARK(1) THE VERY SAME; FOR JOHN OMITS THIS PASSAGE. THEY, HOWEVER, WHO WOULD BE WISER THAN THE APOSTLES, WRITE [THE VERSE] IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER: "NO MAN KNEW THE FATHER, BUT THE SON; NOR THE SON, BUT THE FATHER, AND HE TO WHOM THE SON HAS WILLED TO REVEAL [HIM];" AND THEY EXPLAIN IT AS IF THE TRUE GOD WERE KNOWN TO NONE PRIOR TO OUR LORD'S ADVENT; AND THAT GOD WHO WAS ANNOUNCED BY THE PROPHETS, THEY ALLEGE NOT TO BE THE FATHER OF CHRIST. 
A. BUT IF CHRIST DID THEN [ONLY] BEGIN TO HAVE EXISTENCE WHEN HE CAME [INTO THE WORLD] AS MAN, AND [IF] THE FATHER DID REMEMBER [ONLY] IN THE TIMES OF TIBERIUS CAESAR TO PROVIDE FOR [THE WANTS OF] MEN, AND HIS WORD WAS SHOWN TO HAVE NOT ALWAYS COEXISTED WITH HIS CREATURES; [IT MAY BE REMARKED THAT] NEITHER THEN WAS IT NECESSARY THAT ANOTHER GOD SHOULD BE PROCLAIMED, BUT [RATHER] THAT THE REASONS FOR SO GREAT CARELESSNESS AND NEGLECT ON HIS PART SHOULD BE MADE THE SUBJECT OF INVESTIGATION. FOR IT IS FITTING THAT NO SUCH QUESTION SHOULD ARISE, AND GATHER SUCH STRENGTH, THAT IT WOULD INDEED BOTH CHANGE GOD, AND DESTROY OUR FAITH IN THAT CREATOR WHO SUPPORTS US BY MEANS OF HIS CREATION. FOR AS WE DO DIRECT OUR FAITH TOWARDS THE SON, SO ALSO SHOULD WE POSSESS A FIRM AND IMMOVEABLE LOVE TOWARDS THE FATHER. IN HIS BOOK AGAINST MARCION, JUSTIN(2) DOES WELL SAY: "I WOULD NOT HAVE BELIEVED THE LORD HIMSELF, IF HE HAD ANNOUNCED ANY OTHER THAN HE WHO IS OUR FRAMER, MAKER, AND NOURISHER. BUT BECAUSE THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON CAME TO US FROM THE ONE GOD, WHO BOTH MADE THIS WORLD AND FORMED US, AND CONTAINS AND ADMINISTERS ALL THINGS, SUMMING UP HIS OWN HANDIWORK IN HIMSELF, MY FAITH TOWARDS HIM IS STEADFAST, AND MY LOVE TO THE FATHER IMMOVEABLE, GOD BESTOWING BOTH UPON US." 
3. FOR NO ONE CAN KNOW THE FATHER, UNLESS THROUGH THE WORD OF GOD, THAT IS, UNLESS BY THE SON REVEALING [HIM]; NEITHER CAN HE HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON, UNLESS THROUGH THE GOOD PLEASURE OF THE FATHER. BUT THE SON PERFORMS THE GOOD PLEASURE OF THE FATHER; FOR THE FATHER SENDS, AND THE SON IS SENT, AND COMES. AND HIS WORD KNOWS THAT HIS FATHER IS, AS FAR AS REGARDS US, INVISIBLE AND INFINITE; AND SINCE HE CANNOT BE DECLARED [BY ANY ONE ELSE], HE DOES HIMSELF DECLARE HIM TO US; AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, IT IS THE FATHER ALONE WHO KNOWS HIS OWN WORD. AND BOTH THESE TRUTHS HAVE OUR LORD DECLARED. WHEREFORE THE SON REVEALS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER THROUGH HIS OWN MANIFESTATION. FOR THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SON IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER; FOR ALL THINGS ARE MANIFESTED THROUGH THE WORD. IN ORDER, THEREFORE, THAT WE MIGHT KNOW THAT THE SON WHO CAME IS HE WHO IMPARTS TO THOSE BELIEVING ON HIM A KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER, HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES:(3) "NO MAN KNOWETH THE SON BUT THE FATHER, NOR THE FATHER BUT THE SON, AND THOSE TO WHOMSOEVER THE SON SHALL REVEAL HIM;" THUS SETTING HIMSELF FORTH AND THE FATHER AS HE [REALLY] IS, THAT WE MAY NOT RECEIVE ANY OTHER FATHER, EXCEPT HIM WHO IS REVEALED BY THE SON. 
4. BUT THIS [FATHER] IS THE MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, AS IS SHOWN FROM HIS WORDS; AND NOT HE, THE FALSE FATHER, WHO HAS BEEN INVENTED BY MARCION, OR BY VALENTINUS, OR BY BASILIDES, OR BY CARPOCRATES, OR BY SIMON, OR BY THE REST OF THE "GNOSTICS," FALSELY SO CALLED. FOR NONE OF THESE WAS THE SON OF GOD; BUT CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD [WAS], AGAINST WHOM THEY SET THEIR TEACHING IN OPPOSITION, AND HAVE THE DARING TO PREACH AN UNKNOWN GOD. BUT THEY OUGHT TO HEAR [THIS] AGAINST THEMSELVES: HOW IS IT THAT HE IS UNKNOWN, WHO IS KNOWN BY THEM? FOR, WHATEVER IS KNOWN EVEN BY A FEW, IS NOT UNKNOWN. BUT THE LORD DID NOT SAY THAT BOTH THE FATHER AND THE SON COULD NOT BE KNOWN AT ALL (IN TATUM), FOR IN THAT CASE HIS ADVENT WOULD HAVE BEEN SUPERFLUOUS. FOR WHY DID HE COME HITHER? WAS IT THAT HE SHOULD SAY TO US, "NEVER MIND SEEKING AFTER GOD; FOR HE IS UNKNOWN, AND YE SHALL NOT FIND HIM;" AS ALSO THE DISCIPLES OF VALENTINUS FALSELY DECLARE THAT CHRIST SAID TO THEIR AEONS? BUT THIS IS INDEED VAIN. FOR THE LORD TAUGHT US THAT NO MAN IS CAPABLE OF KNOWING GOD, UNLESS HE BE TAUGHT OF GOD; THAT IS, THAT GOD CANNOT BE KNOWN WITHOUT GOD: BUT THAT THIS IS THE EXPRESS WILL OF THE FATHER, THAT GOD SHOULD BE KNOWN. FOR THEY SHALL KNOW(4) HIM TO WHOMSOEVER THE SON HAS REVEALED HIM. 
5. AND FOR THIS PURPOSE DID THE FATHER REVEAL THE SON, THAT THROUGH HIS INSTRUMENTALITY HE MIGHT BE MANIFESTED TO ALL, AND MIGHT RECEIVE THOSE RIGHTEOUS ONES WHO BELIEVE IN HIM INTO INCORRUPTION AND EVERLASTING ENJOYMENT (NOW, TO BELIEVE IN HIM IS TO DO HIS WILL); BUT HE SHALL RIGHTEOUSLY SHUT OUT INTO THE DARKNESS WHICH THEY HAVE CHOSEN FOR THEMSELVES, THOSE WHO DO NOT BELIEVE, AND WHO DO CONSEQUENTLY AVOID HIS LIGHT. THE FATHER THEREFORE HAS REVEALED HIMSELF TO ALL, BY MAKING HIS WORD VISIBLE TO ALL; AND, CONVERSELY, THE WORD HAS DECLARED TO ALL THE FATHER AND THE SON, SINCE HE HAS BECOME VISIBLE TO ALL. AND THEREFORE, THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT OF GOD [SHALL FALL] UPON ALL WHO, LIKE OTHERS, HAVE SEEN, BUT HAVE NOT, LIKE OTHERS, BELIEVED. 
6. FOR BY MEANS OF THE CREATION ITSELF, THE WORD REVEALS GOD THE CREATOR; AND BY MEANS OF THE WORLD [DOES HE DECLARE] THE LORD THE MAKER OF THE WORLD; AND BY MEANS OF THE FORMATION [OF MAN] THE ARTIFICER WHO FORMED HIM; AND BY THE SON THAT FATHER WHO BEGAT THE SON: AND THESE THINGS DO INDEED ADDRESS ALL MEN IN THE SAME MANNER, BUT ALL DO NOT IN THE SAME WAY BELIEVE THEM. BUT BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS DID THE WORD PREACH BOTH HIMSELF AND THE FATHER ALIKE [TO ALL]; AND ALL THE PEOPLE HEARD HIM ALIKE, BUT ALL DID NOT ALIKE BELIEVE. AND THROUGH THE WORD HIMSELF WHO HAD BEEN MADE VISIBLE AND PALPABLE, WAS THE FATHER SHOWN FORTH, ALTHOUGH ALL DID NOT EQUALLY BELIEVE IN HIM; BUT ALL SAW THE FATHER IN THE SON: FOR THE FATHER IS THE INVISIBLE OF THE SON, BUT THE SON THE VISIBLE OF THE FATHER. AND FOR THIS REASON, ALL SPOKE WITH CHRIST WHEN HE WAS PRESENT [UPON EARTH], AND THEY NAMED HIM GOD. YEA, EVEN THE DEMONS EXCLAIMED, ON BEHOLDING THE SON: "WE KNOW THEE WHO THOU ART, THE HOLY ONE OF GOD."' AND THE DEVIL LOOKING AT HIM, AND TEMPTING HIM, SAID: "IF THOU ART THE SON OF GOD;"(2) ALL THUS INDEED SEEING AND SPEAKING OF THE SON AND THE FATHER, BUT ALL NOT BELIEVING [IN THEM]. 
7. FOR IT WAS FITTING THAT THE TRUTH SHOULD RECEIVE TESTIMONY FROM ALL, AND SHOULD BECOME [A MEANS OF] JUDGMENT FOR THE SALVATION INDEED OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE, BUT FOR THE CONDEMNATION OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE NOT; THAT ALL SHOULD BE FAIRLY JUDGED, AND THAT THE FAITH IN THE FATHER AND SON SHOULD BE APPROVED BY ALL, THAT IS, THAT IT SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED BY ALL [AS THE ONE MEANS OF SALVATION], RECEIVING TESTIMONY FROM ALL, BOTH FROM THOSE BELONGING TO IT, SINCE THEY ARE ITS FRIENDS, AND BY THOSE HAVING NO CONNECTION WITH IT, THOUGH THEY ARE ITS ENEMIES. FOR THAT EVIDENCE IS TRUE, AND CANNOT BE GAINSAID, WHICH ELICITS EVEN FROM ITS ADVERSARIES STRIKING A TESTIMONIES IN ITS BEHALF; THEY BEING CONVINCED WITH RESPECT TO THE MATTER IN HAND BY THEIR OWN PLAIN CONTEMPLATION OF IT, AND BEARING TESTIMONY TO IT, AS WELL AS DECLARING IT.(4) BUT AFTER A WHILE THEY BREAK FORTH INTO ENMITY, AND BECOME ACCUSERS [OF WHAT THEY HAD APPROVED], AND ARE DESIROUS THAT THEIR OWN TESTIMONY SHOULD NOT BE [REGARDED AS] TRUE. HE, THEREFORE, WHO WAS KNOWN, WAS NOT A DIFFERENT BEING FROM HIM WHO DECLARED "NO MAN KNOWETH THE FATHER," BUT ONE AND THE SAME, THE FATHER MAKING ALL THINGS SUBJECT TO HIM; WHILE HE RECEIVED TESTIMONY FROM ALL THAT HE WAS VERY MAN, AND THAT HE WAS VERY GOD, FROM THE FATHER, FROM THE SPIRIT, FROM ANGELS, FROM THE CREATION ITSELF, FROM MEN, FROM APOSTATE SPIRITS AND DEMONS, FROM THE ENEMY, AND LAST OF ALL, FROM DEATH ITSELF. BUT THE SON, ADMINISTERING ALL THINGS FOR THE FATHER, WORKS FROM THE BEGINNING EVEN TO THE END, AND WITHOUT HIM NO MAN CAN ATTAIN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. FOR THE SON IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER; BUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON IS IN THE FATHER, AND HAS BEEN REVEALED THROUGH THE SON; AND THIS WAS THE REASON WHY THE LORD DECLARED: "NO MAN KNOWETH THE SON, BUT THE FATHER; NOR THE FATHER, SAVE THE SON, AND THOSE TO WHOMSOEVER THE SON SHALL REVEAL [HIM]."(5) FOR "SHALL REVEAL" WAS SAID NOT WITH REFERENCE TO THE FUTURE ALONE, AS IF THEN [ONLY] THE WORD HAD BEGUN TO MANIFEST THE FATHER WHEN HE WAS BORN OF MARY, BUT IT APPLIES INDIFFERENTLY THROUGHOUT ALL TIME. FOR THE SON, BEING PRESENT WITH HIS OWN HANDIWORK FROM THE BEGINNING, REVEALS THE FATHER TO ALL; TO WHOM HE WILLS, AND WHEN HE WILLS, AND AS THE FATHER WILLS. WHEREFORE, THEN, IN ALL THINGS, AND THROUGH ALL THINGS, THERE IS ONE GOD, THE FATHER, AND ONE WORD, AND ONE SON, AND ONE SPIRIT, AND ONE SALVATION TO ALL WHO BELIEVE IN HIM. 
CHAP. VII.--RECAPITULATION OF THE FOREGOING ARGUMENT, SHOWING THAT ABRAHAM, THROUGH THE REVELATION OF THE WORD, KNEW THE FATHER, AND THE COMING OF THE SON OF GOD. FOR THIS CAUSE, HE REJOICED TO SEE THE DAY OF CHRIST, WHEN THE PROMISES MADE TO HIM SHOULD BE FULFILLED. THE FRUIT OF THIS REJOICING HAS FLOWED TO POSTERITY, VIZ., TO THOSE WHO ARE PARTAKERS IN THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM, BUT NOT TO THE JEWS WHO REJECT THE WORD OF GOD. 
1. THEREFORE ABRAHAM ALSO, KNOWING THE. FATHER THROUGH THE WORD, WHO MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, CONFESSED HIM TO BE GOD; AND HAVING LEARNED, BY AN ANNOUNCEMENT [MADE TO HIM], THAT THE SON OF GOD WOULD BE A MAN AMONG MEN, BY WHOSE ADVENT HIS SEED SHOULD BE AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN, HE DESIRED TO SEE THAT DAY, SO THAT HE MIGHT HIMSELF ALSO EMBRACE CHRIST; AND, SEEING IT THROUGH THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY, HE REJOICED.(6) WHEREFORE SIMEON ALSO, ONE OF HIS DESCENDANTS, CARRIED FULLY OUT THE REJOICING OF THE PATRIARCH, AND SAID: "LORD, NOW LETTEST THOU THY SERVANT DEPART IN PEACE. FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY SALVATION, WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED BEFORE THE FACE OF ALL PEOPLE: A LIGHT FOR THE REVELATION OF THE GENTILES,(1) AND THE GLORY OF THE PEOPLE ISRAEL."(2) AND THE ANGELS, IN LIKE MANNER, ANNOUNCED TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY TO THE SHEPHERDS WHO WERE KEEPING WATCH BY NIGHT.(3) MOREOVER, MARY SAID, "MY SOUL DOTH MAGNIFY THE LORD, AND MY SPIRIT HATH REJOICED IN GOD MY SALVATION;"(4)--THE REJOICING OF ABRAHAM DESCENDING UPON THOSE WHO SPRANG FROM HIM,--THOSE, NAMELY, WHO WERE WATCHING, AND WHO BEHELD CHRIST, AND BELIEVED IN HIM; WHILE, ON THE OTHER HAND, THERE WAS A RECIPROCAL REJOICING WHICH PASSED BACKWARDS FROM THE CHILDREN TO ABRAHAM, WHO DID ALSO DESIRE TO SEE THE DAY OF CHRIST'S COMING. RIGHTLY, THEN, DID OUR LORD BEAR WITNESS TO HIM, SAYING, "YOUR FATHER ABRAHAM REJOICED TO SEE MY DAY; AND HE SAW IT, AND WAS GLAD." 
2. FOR NOT ALONE UPON ABRAHAM'S ACCOUNT DID HE SAY THESE THINGS, BUT ALSO THAT HE MIGHT POINT OUT HOW ALL WHO HAVE KNOWN GOD FROM THE BEGINNING, AND HAVE FORETOLD THE ADVENT OF CHRIST, HAVE RECEIVED THE REVELATION FROM THE SON HIMSELF; WHO ALSO IN THE LAST TIMES WAS MADE VISIBLE AND PASSABLE, AND SPOKE WITH THE HUMAN RACE, THAT HE MIGHT FROM THE STONES RAISE UP CHILDREN UNTO ABRAHAM, AND FULFIL THE PROMISE WHICH GOD HAD GIVEN HIM, AND THAT HE MIGHT MAKE HIS SEED AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN,(5) AS JOHN THE BAPTIST SAYS: "FOR GOD IS ABLE FROM THESE STONES TO RAISE UP CHILDREN UNTO ABRAHAM."(6) NOW, THIS JESUS DID BY DRAWING US OFF FROM THE RELIGION OF STONES, AND BRINGING US OVER FROM HARD AND FRUITLESS COGITATIONS, AND ESTABLISHING IN US A FAITH LIKE TO ABRAHAM. AS PAUL DOES ALSO TESTIFY, SAYING THAT WE ARE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM BECAUSE OF THE SIMILARITY OF OUR FAITH, AND THE PROMISE OF INHERITANCE.(7) 
3. HE IS THEREFORE ONE AND THE SAME GOD, WHO CALLED ABRAHAM AND GAVE HIM THE PROMISE. BUT HE IS THE CREATOR, WHO DOES ALSO THROUGH CHRIST PREPARE LIGHTS IN THE WORLD, [NAMELY] THOSE WHO BELIEVE FROM AMONG THE GENTILES. AND HE SAYS, "YE ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD;"(8) THAT IS, AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN. HIM, THEREFORE, I HAVE RIGHTLY SHOWN TO BE KNOWN BY NO MAN, UNLESS BY THE SON, AND TO WHOMSOEVER THE SON SHALL REVEAL HIM. BUT THE SON REVEALS THE FATHER TO ALL TO WHOM HE WILLS THAT HE SHOULD BE KNOWN; AND NEITHER WITHOUT THE GOODWILL OF THE FATHER NOR WITHOUT THE AGENCY OF THE SON, CAN ANY MAN KNOW GOD. WHEREFORE DID THE LORD SAY TO HIS DISCIPLES, "I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE AND NO MAN COMETH UNTO THE FATHER BUT BY ME. IF YE HAD KNOWN ME, YE WOULD HAVE KNOWN MY FATHER ALSO: AND FROM HENCEFORTH YE HAVE BOTH KNOWN HIM, AND HAVE SEEN HIM."(9) FROM THESE WORDS IT IS EVIDENT, THAT HE IS KNOWN BY THE SON, THAT IS, BY THE WORD. 
4. THEREFORE HAVE THE JEWS DEPARTED FROM GOD, IN NOT RECEIVING HIS WORD, BUT IMAGINING THAT THEY COULD KNOW THE FATHER [APART] BY HIMSELF, WITHOUT THE WORD, THAT IS, WITHOUT THE SON; THEY BEING IGNORANT OF THAT GOD WHO SPOKE IN HUMAN SHAPE TO ABRAHAM,(10) AND AGAIN TO MOSES, SAYING, "I HAVE SURELY SEEN THE AFFLICTION OF MY PEOPLE IN EGYPT, AND I HAVE COME DOWN TO DELIVER THEM."(11) FOR THE SON, WHO IS THE WORD OF GOD, ARRANGED THESE THINGS BEFOREHAND FROM THE BEGINNING, THE FATHER BEING IN NO WANT OF ANGELS, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT CALL THE CREATION INTO BEING, AND FORM MAN, FOR WHOM ALSO THE CREATION WAS MADE; NOR, AGAIN, STANDING IN NEED OF ANY INSTRUMENTALITY FOR THE FRAMING OF CREATED THINGS, OR FOR THE ORDERING OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAD REFERENCE TO MAN; WHILE, [AT THE SAME TIME,] HE HAS A VAST AND UNSPEAKABLE NUMBER OF SERVANTS. FOR HIS OFFSPRING AND HIS SIMILITUDE(12) DO MINISTER TO HIM IN EVERY RESPECT; THAT IS, THE SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE WORD AND WISDOM; WHOM ALL THE ANGELS SERVE, AND TO WHOM THEY ARE SUBJECT. VAIN, THEREFORE, ARK THOSE WHO, BECAUSE OF THAT DECLARATION, "NO MAN KNOWETH THE FATHER, BUT THE SON,"(13) DO INTRODUCE ANOTHER UNKNOWN FATHER. 
CHAP. VIII.--VAIN ATTEMPTS OF MARCION AND HIS FOLLOWERS, WHO EXCLUDE ABRAHAM FROM THE SALVATION BESTOWED BY CHRIST, WHO LIBERATED NOT ONLY ABRAHAM, BUT THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, BY FULFILLING AND NOT DESTROYING THE LAW WHEN HE HEALED ON THE SABBATH-DAY. 
1. VAIN, TOO, IS [THE EFFORT OF] MARCION AND HIS FOLLOWERS WHEN THEY [SEEK TO] EXCLUDE ABRAHAM FROM THE INHERITANCE, TO WHOM THE SPIRIT THROUGH MANY MEN, AND NOW BY PAUL, BEARS WITNESS, THAT "HE BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS IMPUTED UNTO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS."(14) AND THE LORD [ALSO BEARS WITNESS TO HIM,] IN THE FIRST PLACE, INDEED, BY RAISING UP CHILDREN TO HIM FROM THE STONES, AND MAKING HIS SEED AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN, SAYING, "THEY SHALL COME FROM THE EAST AND FROM THE WEST, FROM THE NORTH AND FROM THE SOUTH, AND SHALL RECLINE WITH ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN;"(15) AND THEN AGAIN BY SAYING TO THE JEWS, "WHEN YE SHALL SEE ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND ALL THE PROPHETS IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, BUT YOU YOURSELVES CAST OUT."(1) THIS, THEN, IS A CLEAR POINT, THAT THOSE WHO DISALLOW HIS SALVATION, AND FRAME THE IDEA OF ANOTHER GOD BESIDES HIM WHO MADE THE PROMISE TO ABRAHAM, ARE OUTSIDE THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND ARE DISINHERITED FROM [THE GIFT OF] INCORRUPTION, SETTING AT NAUGHT AND BLASPHEMING GOD, WHO INTRODUCES, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, ABRAHAM TO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, AND HIS SEED, THAT IS, THE CHURCH, UPON WHICH ALSO IS CONFERRED THE ADOPTION AND THE INHERITANCE PROMISED TO ABRAHAM. 
2. FOR THE LORD VINDICATED ABRAHAM'S POSTERITY BY LOOSING THEM FROM BONDAGE AND CALLING THEM TO SALVATION, AS HE DID IN THE CASE OF THE WOMAN WHOM HE HEALED, SAYING OPENLY TO THOSE WHO HAD NOT FAITH LIKE ABRAHAM, "YE HYPOCRITES,(2) DOTH NOT EACH ONE OF YOU ON THE SABBATH-DAYS LOOSE HIS OX OR HIS ASS, AND LEAD HIM AWAY TO WATERING? AND OUGHT NOT THIS WOMAN, BEING A DAUGHTER OF ABRAHAM, WHOM SATAN HATH BOUND THESE EIGHTEEN YEARS, BE LOOSED FROM THIS BOND ON THE SABBATH- DAYS?"(3) IT IS CLEAR THEREFORE, THAT HE, LOOSED AND VIVIFIED THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM AS ABRAHAM DID, DOING NOTHING CONTRARY TO THE LAW WHEN HE HEALED UPON THE SABBATH-DAY. FOR THE LAW DID NOT PROHIBIT MEN FROM BEING HEALED UPON THE SABBATHS; [ON THE CONTRARY,] IT EVEN CIRCUMCISED THEM UPON THAT DAY, AND GAVE COMMAND THAT THE OFFICES SHOULD BE PERFORMED BY THE PRIESTS FOR THE PEOPLE; YEA, IT DID NOT DISALLOW THE HEALING EVEN OF DUMB ANIMALS. BOTH AT SILOAM AND ON FREQUENT SUBSEQUENT(4) OCCASIONS, DID HE PERFORM CURES UPON THE SABBATH; AND FOR THIS REASON MANY USED TO RESORT TO HIM ON THE SABBATH-DAYS. FOR THE LAW COMMANDED THEM TO ABSTAIN FROM EVERY SERVILE WORK, THAT IS, FROM ALL GRASPING AFTER WEALTH WHICH IS PROCURED BY TRADING AND BY OTHER WORLDLY BUSINESS; BUT IT EXHORTED THEM TO ATTEND TO THE EXERCISES OF THE SOUL, WHICH CONSIST IN REFLECTION, AND TO ADDRESSES OF A BENEFICIAL KIND FOR THEIR NEIGHBORS’ BENEFIT. AND THEREFORE, THE LORD REPROVED THOSE WHO UNJUSTLY BLAMED HIM FOR HAVING HEALED UPON THE SABBATH-DAYS. FOR HE DID NOT MAKE VOID, BUT FULFILLED THE LAW, BY PERFORMING THE OFFICES OF THE HIGH PRIEST, PROPITIATING GOD FOR MEN, AND CLEANSING THE LEPERS, HEALING THE SICK, AND HIMSELF SUFFERING DEATH, THAT EXILED MAN MIGHT GO FORTH FROM CONDEMNATION, AND MIGHT RETURN WITHOUT FEAR TO HIS OWN INHERITANCE. 
3. AND AGAIN, THE LAW DID NOT FORBID THOSE WHO WERE HUNGRY ON THE SABBATH-DAYS TO TAKE FOOD LYING READY AT HAND: IT DID, HOWEVER, FORBID THEM TO REAP AND TO GATHER INTO THE BARN. AND THEREFORE DID THE LORD SAY TO THOSE WHO WERE BLAMING HIS DISCIPLES BECAUSE THEY PLUCKED AND ATE THE EARS OF CORN, RUBBING THEM IN THEIR HANDS, "HAVE YE NOT READ THIS, WHAT DAVID DID, WHEN HIMSELF WAS AN HUNGERED; HOW HE WENT INTO THE HOUSE OF GOD, AND ATE THE SHEW-BREAD, AND GAVE TO THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM; WHICH IT IS NOT LAWFUL TO EAT, BUT FOR THE PRIESTS ALONE?"(5) JUSTIFYING HIS DISCIPLES BY THE WORDS OF THE LAW, AND POINTING OUT THAT IT WAS LAWFUL FOR THE PRIESTS TO ACT FREELY. FOR DAVID HAD BEEN APPOINTED A PRIEST BY GOD, ALTHOUGH SAUL PERSECUTED HIM. FOR ALL THE RIGHTEOUS POSSESS THE SACERDOTAL RANK.(6) AND ALL THE APOSTLES OF THE LORD ARE PRIESTS, WHO DO INHERIT HERE NEITHER LANDS NOR HOUSES, BUT SERVE GOD AND THE ALTAR CONTINUALLY. OF WHOM MOSES ALSO SAYS IN DEUTERONOMY, WHEN BLESSING LEVI, "WHO SAID UNTO HIS FATHER AND TO HIS MOTHER, I HAVE NOT KNOWN THEE; NEITHER DID HE ACKNOWLEDGE HIS BRETHREN, AND HE DISINHERITED HIS OWN SONS: HE KEPT THY COMMANDMENTS, AND OBSERVED THY COVENANT."(7) BUT WHO ARE THEY THAT HAVE LEFT FATHER AND MOTHER, AND HAVE SAID ADIEU TO ALL THEIR NEIGHBORS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE WORD OF GOD AND HIS COVENANT, UNLESS THE DISCIPLES OF THE LORD? OF WHOM AGAIN MOSES SAYS, "THEY SHALL HAVE NO INHERITANCE, FOR THE LORD HIMSELF IS THEIR INHERITANCE."(8) AND AGAIN, "THE PRIESTS THE LEVITES SHALL HAVE NO PART IN THE WHOLE TRIBE OF LEVI, NOR SUBSTANCE WITH ISRAEL; THEIR SUBSTANCE IS THE OFFERINGS (FRUCTIFICATIONS) OF THE LORD: THESE SHALL THEY EAT."(9) WHEREFORE ALSO PAUL SAYS, "I DO NOT SEEK AFTER A GIFT, BUT I SEEK AFTER FRUIT."(10) TO HIS DISCIPLES HE SAID, WHO HAD A PRIESTHOOD OF THE LORD,(11) TO WHOM IT WAS LAWFUL WHEN HUNGRY TO EAT THE EARS OF CORN,(12) "FOR THE WORKMAN IS WORTHY OF HIS MEAT."(13) AND THE PRIESTS IN THE TEMPLE PROFANED THE SABBATH, AND WERE BLAMELESS. WHEREFORE, THEN, WERE THEY BLAMELESS? BECAUSE WHEN IN THE TEMPLE THEY WERE NOT ENGAGED IN SECULAR AFFAIRS, BUT IN THE SERVICE OF THE LORD, FULFILLING THE LAW, BUT NOT GOING BEYOND IT, AS THAT MAN DID, WHO OF HIS OWN ACCORD CARDED DRY WOOD INTO THE CAMP OF GOD, AND WAS JUSTLY STONED TO DEATH.(14) "FOR EVERY TREE THAT BRINGETH NOT FORTH GOOD FRUIT SHALL BE HEWN DOWN, AND CAST INTO THE FIRE;"(15) AND "WHOSOEVER SHALL DEFILE THE TEMPLE OF GOD, HIM SHALL GOD DEFILE."(16) 
CHAP. IX.--THERE IS BUT ONE AUTHOR, AND ONE END TO BOTH COVENANTS. 
1. ALL THINGS THEREFORE ARE OF ONE AND THE SAME SUBSTANCE, THAT IS, FROM ONE AND THE SAME GOD; AS ALSO THE LORD SAYS TO THE DISCIPLES "THEREFORE EVERY SCRIBE, WHICH IS INSTRUCTED UNTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, IS LIKE UNTO A MAN THAT IS AN HOUSEHOLDER, WHICH BRINGETH FORTH OUT OF HIS TREASURE THINGS NEW AND OLD."(1) HE DID NOT TEACH THAT HE WHO BROUGHT FORTH THE OLD WAS ONE, AND HE THAT BROUGHT FORTH THE NEW, ANOTHER; BUT THAT THEY WERE ONE AND THE SAME. FOR THE LORD IS THE GOOD MAN OF THE HOUSE, WHO RULES THE TIRE HOUSE OF HIS FATHER; AND WHO DELIVERS A LAW SUITED BOTH FOR SLAVES AND THOSE WHO ARE AS YET UNDISCIPLINED; AND GIVES FITTING PRECEPTS TO THOSE THAT ARE FREE, AND HAVE BEEN JUSTIFIED BY FAITH, AS WELL AS THROWS HIS OWN INHERITANCE OPEN TO THOSE THAT ARE SONS. AND HE CALLED HIS DISCIPLES "SCRIBES" AND "TEACHERS OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN;" OF WHOM ALSO HE ELSEWHERE SAYS TO THE JEWS: "BEHOLD, I SEND UNTO YOU WISE MEN, AND SCRIBES, AND TEACHERS; AND SOME OF THEM YE SHALL KILL, AND PERSECUTE FROM CITY TO CITY."(2) NOW, WITHOUT CONTRADICTION, HE MEANS BY THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE BROUGHT FORTH FROM THE TREASURE NEW AND OLD, THE TWO COVENANTS; THE OLD, THAT GIVING OF THE LAW WHICH TOOK PLACE FORMERLY; AND HE POINTS OUT AS THE NEW, THAT MANNER OF LIFE REQUIRED BY THE GOSPEL, OF WHICH DAVID SAYS, "SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW SONG;"(3) AND ESAIAS, "SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW HYMN. HIS BEGINNING (INITIUM), HIS NAME IS GLORIFIED FROM THE HEIGHT OF THE EARTH: THEY DECLARE HIS POWERS IN THE ISLES."(4) AND JEREMIAH SAYS: "BEHOLD, I WILL MAKE A NEW COVENANT, NOT AS I MADE WITH YOUR FATHERS"(5) IN MOUNT HOREB. BUT ONE AND THE SAME HOUSEHOLDER PRODUCED BOTH COVENANTS, THE WORD OF GOD, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO SPOKE WITH BOTH ABRAHAM AND MOSES, AND WHO HAS RESTORED US ANEW TO LIBERTY, AND HAS MULTIPLIED THAT GRACE WHICH IS FROM HIMSELF. 
2. HE DECLARES: "FOR IN THIS PLACE IS ONE GREATER THAN THE TEMPLE."(6) BUT [THE WORDS] GREATER AND LESS ARE NOT APPLIED TO THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE NOTHING IN COMMON BETWEEN THEMSELVES, AND ARE OF AN OPPOSITE NATURE, AND MUTUALLY REPUGNANT; BUT ARE USED IN THE CASE OF THOSE OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE, AND WHICH POSSESS PROPERTIES IN COMMON, BUT MERELY DIFFER IN NUMBER AND SIZE; SUCH AS WATER FROM WATER, AND LIGHT FROM LIGHT, AND GRACE FROM GRACE. GREATER, THEREFORE, IS THAT LEGISLATION WHICH HAS BEEN GIVEN IN ORDER LIBERTY THAN THAT GIVEN IN ORDER TO BONDAGE; AND THEREFORE, IT HAS ALSO BEEN DIFFUSED, NOT THROUGHOUT ONE NATION [ONLY], BUT OVER THE WHOLE WORLD. FOR ONE AND THE SAME LORD, WHO IS GREATER THAN THE TEMPLE, GREATER THAN SOLOMON, AND GREATER THAN JONAH, CONFERS GIFTS UPON MEN, THAT IS, HIS OWN PRESENCE, AND THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD; BUT HE DOES NOT CHANGE GOD, NOR PROCLAIM ANOTHER FATHER, BUT THAT VERY SAME ONE, WHO ALWAYS HAS MORE TO MEASURE OUT TO THOSE OF HIS HOUSEHOLD. AND AS THEIR LOVE TOWARDS GOD INCREASES, HE BESTOWS MORE AND GREATER [GIFTS]; AS ALSO THE LORD SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES: "YE SHALL SEE GREATER THINGS THAN THESE."(7) AND PAUL DECLARES: "NOT THAT I HAVE ALREADY ATTAINED, OR THAT I AM JUSTIFIED, OR ALREADY HAVE BEEN MADE PERFECT. FOR WE KNOW IN PART, AND WE PROPHESY IN PART; BUT WHEN THAT WHICH IS PERFECT HAS COME, THE THINGS WHICH ARE IN PART SHALL BE DONE AWAY."(8) AS, THEREFORE, WHEN THAT WHICH IS PERFECT IS COME, WE SHALL NOT SEE ANOTHER FATHER, BUT HIM WHOM WE NOW DESIRE TO SEE (FOR "BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART: FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD"(9)); NEITHER SHALL WE LOOK FOR ANOTHER CHRIST AND SON OF GOD, BUT HIM WHO [WAS BORN] OF THE VIRGIN MARY, WHO ALSO SUFFERED, IN WHOM TOO WE TRUST, AND WHOM WE LOVE; AS ESAIAS SAYS: "AND THEY SHALL SAY IN THAT DAY, BEHOLD OUR LORD GOD, IN WHOM WE HAVE TRUSTED, AND WE HAVE REJOICED IN OUR SALVATION;"(10) AND PETER SAYS IN HIS EPISTLE: "WHOM, NOT SEEING, YE LOVE; IN WHOM, THOUGH NOW YE SEE HIM NOT, YE HAVE BELIEVED, YE SHALL REJOICE WITH JOY UNSPEAKABLE;"(11) NEITHER DO WE RECEIVE ANOTHER HOLY SPIRIT, BESIDES HIM WHO IS WITH US, AND WHO CRIES, "ABBA, FATHER;"(12) AND WE SHALL MAKE INCREASE IN THE VERY SAME THINGS [AS NOW], AND SHALL MAKE PROGRESS, SO THAT NO LONGER THROUGH A GLASS, OR BY MEANS OF ENIGMAS, BUT FACE TO FACE, WE SHALL ENJOY THE GIFTS OF GOD;--SO ALSO NOW, RECEIVING MORE THAN THE TEMPLE, AND MORE THAN SOLOMON, THAT IS, THE ADVENT OF THE SON OF GOD, WE HAVE NOT BEEN TAUGHT ANOTHER GOD BESIDES THE FRAMER AND THE MAKER OF ALL, WHO HAS BEEN POINTED OUT TO US FROM THE BEGINNING; NOR ANOTHER CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, BESIDES HIM WHO WAS FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS. 
3. FOR THE NEW COVENANT HAVING BEEN KNOWN AND PREACHED BY THE PROPHETS, HE WHO WAS TO CARRY IT OUT ACCORDING TO THE GOOD PLEASURE OF THE FATHER WAS ALSO PREACHED; HAVING BEEN REVEALED TO MEN AS GOD PLEASED; THAT THEY MIGHT ALWAYS MAKE PROGRESS THROUGH BELIEVING IN HIM, AND BY MEANS OF THE [SUCCESSIVE] COVENANTS, SHOULD GRADUALLY ATTAIN TO PERFECT SALVATION.(1) FOR THERE IS ONE SALVATION AND ONE GOD; BUT THE PRECEPTS WHICH FORM THE MAN ARE NUMEROUS, AND THE STEPS WHICH LEAD MAN TO GOD ARE NOT A FEW. IT IS ALLOWABLE FOR AN EARTHLY AND TEMPORAL KING, THOUGH HE IS [BUT] A MAN, TO GRANT TO HIS SUBJECT’S GREATER ADVANTAGES AT TIMES: SHALL NOT THIS THEN BE LAWFUL FOR GOD, SINCE HE IS [EVER] THE SAME, AND IS ALWAYS WILLING TO CONFER A GREATER [DEGREE OF] GRACE UPON THE HUMAN RACE, AND TO HONOUR CONTINUALLY WITH MANY GIFTS THOSE WHO PLEASE HIM? BUT IF THIS BE TO MAKE PROGRESS, [NAMELY,] TO FIND OUT ANOTHER FATHER BESIDES HIM WHO WAS PREACHED FROM THE BEGINNING; AND AGAIN, BESIDES HIM WHO IS IMAGINED TO HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED IN THE SECOND PLACE, TO FIND OUT A THIRD OTHER,- -THEN THE PROGRESS OF THIS MAN WILL CONSIST IN HIS ALSO PROCEEDING FROM A THIRD TO A FOURTH; AND FROM THIS, AGAIN, TO ANOTHER AND ANOTHER: AND THUS HE WHO THINKS THAT HE IS ALWAYS MAKING PROGRESS OF SUCH A KIND, WILL NEVER REST IN ONE GOD. FOR, BEING DRIVEN AWAY FROM HIM WHO TRULY IS [GOD], AND BEING TURNED BACKWARDS, HE SHALL BE FOR EVER SEEKING, YET SHALL NEVER FIND OUT GOD;(2) BUT SHALL CONTINUALLY SWIM IN AN ABYSS WITHOUT LIMITS, UNLESS, BEING CONVERTED BY REPENTANCE, HE RETURN TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE HAD BEEN CAST OUT, CONFESSING ONE GOD, THE FATHER, THE CREATOR, AND BELIEVING [IN HIM] WHO WAS DECLARED BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, WHO WAS BORNE WITNESS TO BY CHRIST, AS HE DID HIMSELF DECLARE TO THOSE WHO WERE ACCUSING HIS DISCIPLES OF NOT OBSERVING THE TRADITION OF THE ELDERS: "WHY DO YE MAKE VOID THE LAW OF GOD BY REASON OF YOUR TRADITION? FOR GOD SAID, HONOUR THY FATHER AND MOTHER; AND, WHOSOEVER CURSETH FATHER OR MOTHER, LET HIM DIE THE DEATH."(3) AND AGAIN, HE SAYS TO THEM A SECOND TIME: "AND YE HAVE MADE VOID THE WORD OF GOD(4) BY REASON OF YOUR TRADITION;" CHRIST CONFESSING IN THE PLAINEST MANNER HIM TO BE FATHER AND GOD, WHO SAID IN THE LAW, "HONOUR THY FATHER AND MOTHER; THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH THEE."(5) FOR THE TRUE GOD DID CONFESS THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LAW AS THE WORD OF GOD, AND CALLED NO ONE ELSE GOD BESIDES HIS OWN FATHER. 
CHAP. X. -- THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES, AND THOSE WRITTEN BY MOSES IN PARTICULAR, DO EVERYWHERE MAKE MENTION OF THE SON OF GOD, AND FORETELL HIS ADVENT AND PASSION. FROM THIS FACT IT FOLLOWS THAT THEY WERE INSPIRED BY ONE AND THE SAME GOD. 
1. WHEREFORE ALSO JOHN DOES APPROPRIATELY RELATE THAT THE LORD SAID TO THE JEWS: "YE SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES, IN WHICH YE THINK YE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE; THESE ARE THEY WHICH TESTIFY OF ME. AND YE ARE NOT WILLING TO COME UNTO ME, THAT YE MAY HAVE LIFE."(6) HOW THEREFORE DID THE SCRIPTURES TESTIFY OF HIM, UNLESS THEY WERE FROM ONE AND THE SAME FATHER, INSTRUCTING MEN BEFOREHAND AS TO THE ADVENT OF HIS SON, AND FORETELLING THE SALVATION BROUGHT IN BY HIM? "FOR IF YE HAD BELIEVED MOSES, YE WOULD ALSO HAVE BELIEVED ME; FOR HE WROTE OF ME;"(7) [SAYING THIS,] NO DOUBT, BECAUSE THE SON OF GOD IS IMPLANTED EVERYWHERE THROUGHOUT HIS WRITINGS: AT ONE TIME, INDEED, SPEAKING WITH ABRAHAM, WHEN ABOUT TO EAT WITH HIM; AT ANOTHER TIME WITH NOAH, GIVING TO HIM THE DIMENSIONS [OF THE ARK]; AT ANOTHER; INQUIRING AFTER ADAM; AT ANOTHER, BRINGING DOWN JUDGMENT UPON THE SODOMITES; AND AGAIN, WHEN HE BECOMES VISIBLE,(8) AND DIRECTS JACOB ON HIS JOURNEY, AND SPEAKS WITH MOSES FROM THE BUSH.(9) AND IT WOULD BE ENDLESS TO RECOUNT [THE OCCASIONS] UPON WHICH THE SON OF GOD IS SHOWN FORTH BY MOSES. OF THE DAY OF HIS PASSION, TOO, HE WAS NOT IGNORANT; BUT FORETOLD HIM, AFTER A FIGURATIVE MANNER, BY THE NAME GIVEN TO THE PASSOVER;(10) AND AT THAT VERY FESTIVAL, WHICH HAD BEEN PROCLAIMED SUCH A LONG TIME PREVIOUSLY BY MOSES, DID OUR LORD SUFFER, THUS FULFILLING THE PASSOVER. AND HE DID NOT DESCRIBE THE DAY ONLY, BUT THE PLACE ALSO, AND THE TIME OF DAY AT WHICH THE SUFFERINGS CEASED,(11) AND THE SIGN OF THE SETTING OF THE SUN, SAYING: "THOU MAYEST NOT SACRIFICE THE PASSOVER WITHIN ANY OTHER OF THY CITIES WHICH THE LORD GOD GIVES THEE; BUT IN THE PLACE WHICH THE LORD THY GOD SHALL CHOOSE THAT HIS NAME BE CALLED ON THERE, THOU SHALT SACRIFICE THE PASSOVER AT EVEN, TOWARDS THE SETTING OF THE SUN."(12) 
2. AND ALREADY HE HAD ALSO DECLARED HIS ADVENT, SAYING, "THERE SHALL NOT FAIL A CHIEF IN JUDAH, NOR A LEADER FROM HIS LOINS, UNTIL HE COME FOR WHOM IT IS LAID UP, AND HE IS THE HOPE OF THE NATIONS; BINDING HIS FOAL TO THE VINE, AND HIS ASS'S COLT TO THE CREEPING IVY. HE SHALL WASH HIS STOLE IN WINE, AND HIS UPPER GARMENT IN THE BLOOD OF THE GRAPE; HIS EYES SHALL BE MORE JOYOUS THAN WINE,(1) AND HIS TEETH WHITER THAN MILK."(2) FOR, LET THOSE WHO HAVE THE REPUTATION OF INVESTIGATING EVERYTHING, INQUIRE AT WHAT TIME A PRINCE AND LEADER FAILED OUT OF JUDAH, AND WHO IS THE HOPE OF THE NATIONS, WHO ALSO IS THE VINE, WHAT WAS THE ASS'S COLT [REFERRED TO AS] HIS, WHAT THE CLOTHING, AND WHAT THE EYES, WHAT THE TEETH, AND WHAT THE WINE, AND THUS LET THEM INVESTIGATE EVERY ONE OF THE POINTS MENTIONED; AND THEY SHALL FIND THAT THERE WAS NONE OTHER ANNOUNCED THAN OUR LORD, CHRIST JESUS. WHEREFORE MOSES, WHEN CHIDING THE INGRATITUDE OF THE PEOPLE, SAID, "YE INFATUATED PEOPLE, AND UNWISE, DO YE THUS REQUITE THE LORD?"(3) AND AGAIN, HE INDICATES THAT HE WHO FROM THE BEGINNING FOUNDED AND CREATED THEM, THE WORD, WHO ALSO REDEEMS AND VIVIFIES US IN THE LAST TIMES, IS SHOWN AS HANGING ON THE TREE, AND THEY WILL NOT BELIEVE ON HIM. FOR HE SAYS, "AND THY LIFE SHALL BE HANGING BEFORE THINE EYES, AND THOU WILT NOT BELIEVE THY LIFE."(4) AND AGAIN, "HAS NOT THIS SAME ONE THY FATHER OWNED THEE, AND MADE THEE, AND CREATED THEE?"(5) 
CHAP. XI. --THE OLD PROPHETS AND RIGHTEOUS MEN KNEW BEFOREHAND OF THE ADVENT OF CHRIST, AND EARNESTLY DESIRED TO SEE AND HEAR HIM, HE REVEALING HIMSELF IN THE SCRIPTURES BY THE HOLY GHOST, AND WITHOUT ANY CHANGE IN HIMSELF, ENRICHING MEN DAY BY DAY WITH BENEFITS, BUT CONFERRING THEM IN GREATER ABUNDANCE ON LATER THAN ON FORMER GENERATIONS. 
1. BUT THAT IT WAS NOT ONLY THE PROPHETS AND MANY RIGHTEOUS MEN, WHO, FORESEEING THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT HIS ADVENT, PRAYED THAT THEY MIGHT ATTAIN TO THAT PERIOD IN WHICH THEY SHOULD SEE THEIR LORD FACE TO FACE, AND HEAR HIS WORDS, THE LORD HAS MADE MANIFEST, WHEN HE SAYS TO HIS DISCIPLES, "MANY PROPHETS AND RIGHTEOUS MEN HAVE DESIRED TO SEE THOSE THINGS WHICH YE SEE, AND HAVE NOT SEEN THEM; AND TO HEAR THOSE THINGS WHICH YE HEAR, AND HAVE NOT HEARD THEM."(6) IN WHAT WAY, THEN, DID THEY DESIRE BOTH TO HEAR AND TO SEE, UNLESS THEY HAD FOREKNOWLEDGE OF HIS FUTURE ADVENT? BUT HOW COULD THEY HAVE FOREKNOWN IT, UNLESS THEY HAD PREVIOUSLY RECEIVED FOREKNOWLEDGE FROM HIMSELF? AND HOW DO THE SCRIPTURES TESTIFY OF HIM, UNLESS ALL THINGS HAD EVER BEEN REVEALED AND SHOWN TO BELIEVERS BY ONE AND THE SAME GOD THROUGH THE WORD; HE AT ONE TIME CONFERRING WITH HIS CREATURE, AND AT ANOTHER PRO-POUNDING HIS LAW; AT ONE TIME, AGAIN, REPROVING, AT ANOTHER EXHORTING, AND THEN SETTING FREE HIS SERVANT, AND ADOPTING HIM AS A SON (IN FILIUM); AND, AT THE PROPER TIME, BESTOWING AN INCORRUPTIBLE INHERITANCE, FOR THE PURPOSE OF BRINGING MAN TO PERFECTION? FOR HE FORMED HIM FOR GROWTH AND INCREASE, AS THE SCRIPTURE SAYS: "INCREASE AND MULTIPLY."(7) 
2. AND IN THIS RESPECT GOD DIFFERS FROM MAN, THAT GOD INDEED MAKES, BUT MAN IS MADE; AND TRULY, HE WHO MAKES IS ALWAYS THE SAME; BUT THAT WHICH IS MADE MUST RECEIVE BOTH BEGINNING, AND MIDDLE, AND ADDITION, AND INCREASE. AND GOD DOES INDEED CREATE AFTER A SKILLFUL MANNER, WHILE, [AS REGARDS] MAN, HE IS CREATED SKILLFULLY. GOD ALSO IS TRULY PERFECT IN ALL THINGS, HIMSELF EQUAL AND SIMILAR TO HIMSELF, AS HE IS ALL LIGHT, AND ALL MIND, AND ALL SUBSTANCE, AND THE FOUNT OF ALL GOOD; BUT MAN RECEIVES ADVANCEMENT AND INCREASE TOWARDS GOD. FOR AS GOD IS ALWAYS THE SAME, SO ALSO MAN, WHEN FOUND IN GOD, SHALL ALWAYS GO ON TOWARDS GOD. FOR NEITHER DOES GOD AT ANY TIME CEASE TO CONFER BENEFITS UPON, OR TO ENRICH MAN; NOR DOES MAN EVER CEASE FROM RECEIVING THE BENEFITS, AND BEING ENRICHED BY GOD. FOR THE RECEPTACLE OF HIS GOODNESS, AND THE INSTRUMENT OF HIS GLORIFICATION, IS THE MAN WHO IS GRATEFUL TO HIM THAT MADE HIM; AND AGAIN, THE RECEPTACLE OF HIS JUST JUDGMENT IS THE UNGRATEFUL MAN, WHO BOTH DESPISES HIS MAKER AND IS NOT SUBJECT TO HIS WORD; WHO HAS PROMISED THAT HE WILL GIVE VERY MUCH TO THOSE ALWAYS BRINGING FORTH FRUIT, AND MORE [AND MORE] TO THOSE WHO HAVE THE LORD'S MONEY. "WELL DONE," HE SAYS, "GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT: BECAUSE THOU HAST BEEN FAITHFUL IN LITTLE, I WILL APPOINT THEE OVER MANY THINGS; ENTER THOU INTO THE JOY OF THY LORD."(8) THE LORD HIMSELF THUS PROMISES VERY MUCH. 
3. AS, THEREFORE, HE HAS PROMISED TO GIVE VERY MUCH TO THOSE WHO DO NOW BRING FORTH FRUIT, ACCORDING TO THE GIFT OF HIS GRACE, BUT NOT ACCORDING TO THE CHANGEABLENESS OF "KNOWLEDGE;" FOR THE LORD REMAINS THE SAME, AND THE SAME FATHER IS REVEALED; THUS, THEREFORE, HAS THE ONE AND THE SAME LORD GRANTED, BY MEANS OF HIS ADVENT, A GREATER GIFT OF GRACE TO THOSE OF A LATER PERIOD, THAN WHAT HE HAD GRANTED TO THOSE UNDER THE OLD TESTAMENT DISPENSATION. FOR THEY INDEED USED TO HEAR, BY MEANS OF [HIS] SERVANTS, THAT THE KING WOULD COME, AND THEY REJOICED TO A CERTAIN EXTENT, INASMUCH AS THEY HOPED FOR HIS COMING; BUT THOSE WHO HAVE BEHELD HIM ACTUALLY PRESENT, AND HAVE OBTAINED LIBERTY, AND BEEN MADE PARTAKERS OF HIS GIFTS, DO POSSESS A GREATER AMOUNT OF GRACE, AND A HIGHER DEGREE OF EXULTATION, REJOICING BECAUSE OF THE KING'S ARRIVAL: AS ALSO DAVID SAYS, "MY SOUL SHALL REJOICE IN THE LORD; IT SHALL BE GLAD IN HIS SALVATION."(1) AND FOR THIS CAUSE, UPON HIS ENTRANCE INTO JERUSALEM, ALL THOSE WHO WERE IN THE WAY(2) RECOGNIZED DAVID THEIR KING IN HIS SORROW OF SOUL, AND SPREAD THEIR GARMENTS FOR HIM, AND ORNAMENTED THE WAY WITH GREEN BOUGHS, CRYING OUT WITH GREAT JOY AND GLADNESS, "HOSANNA TO THE SON OF DAVID; BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD: HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST."(3) BUT TO THE ENVIOUS WICKED STEWARDS, WHO CIRCUMVENTED THOSE UNDER THEM, AND RULED OVER THOSE THAT HAD NO GREAT INTELLIGENCE,(4) AND FOR THIS REASON WERE UNWILLING THAT THE KING SHOULD COME, AND WHO SAID TO HIM, "HEAREST THOU WHAT THESE SAY?" DID THE LORD REPLY, "HAVE YE NEVER READ, OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES AND SUCKLING’S HAST THOU PERFECTED PRAISE?"(5)--THUS POINTING OUT THAT WHAT HAD BEEN DECLARED BY DAVID CONCERNING THE SON OF GOD, WAS ACCOMPLISHED IN HIS OWN PERSON; AND INDICATING THAT THEY WERE INDEED IGNORANT OF THE MEANING OF THE SCRIPTURE AND THE DISPENSATION OF GOD; BUT DECLARING THAT IT WAS HIMSELF WHO WAS ANNOUNCED BY THE PROPHETS AS CHRIST, WHOSE NAME IS PRAISED IN ALL THE EARTH, AND WHO PERFECTS PRAISE TO HIS FATHER FROM THE MOUTH OF BABES AND SUCKLING’S; WHEREFORE ALSO HIS GLORY HAS BEEN RAISED ABOVE THE HEAVENS. 
4. IF, THEREFORE, THE SELF-SAME PERSON IS PRESENT WHO WAS ANNOUNCED BY THE PROPHETS, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND IF HIS ADVENT HAS BROUGHT IN A FULLER [MEASURE OF] GRACE AND GREATER GIFTS TO THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED HIM, IT IS PLAIN THAT THE FATHER ALSO IS HIMSELF THE SAME WHO WAS PROCLAIMED BY THE PROPHETS, AND THAT THE SON, ON HIS COMING, DID NOT SPREAD THE KNOWLEDGE OF ANOTHER FATHER, BUT OF THE SAME WHO WAS PREACHED FROM THE BEGINNING; FROM WHOM ALSO HE HAS BROUGHT DOWN LIBERTY TO THOSE WHO, IN A LAWFUL MANNER, AND WITH A WILLING MIND, AND WITH ALL THE HEART, DO HIM SERVICE; WHEREAS TO SCOFFERS, AND TO THOSE NOT SUBJECT TO GOD, BUT WHO FOLLOW OUTWARD PURIFICATIONS FOR THE PRAISE OF MEN (WHICH OBSERVANCES HAD BEEN GIVEN AS A TYPE OF FUTURE THINGS, -- THE LAW TYPIFYING, AS IT WERE, CERTAIN THINGS IN A SHADOW, AND DELINEATING ETERNAL THINGS BY TEMPORAL, CELESTIAL BY TERRESTRIAL), AND TO THOSE WHO PRETEND THAT THEY DO THEMSELVES OBSERVE MORE THAN WHAT HAS BEEN PRESCRIBED, AS IF PREFERRING THEIR OWN ZEAL TO GOD HIMSELF, WHILE WITHIN THEY ARE FULL OF HYPOCRISY, AND COVETOUSNESS, AND ALL WICKEDNESS, -- [TO SUCH] HAS HE ASSIGNED EVERLASTING PERDITION BY CUTTING THEM OFF FROM LIFE. 
CHAP. XII.--IT CLEARLY APPEARS THAT THERE WAS BUT ONE AUTHOR OF BOTH THE OLD AND THE NEW LAW, FROM THE FACT THAT CHRIST CONDEMNED TRADITIONS AND CUSTOMS REPUGNANT TO THE FORMER, WHILE HE CONFIRMED ITS MOST IMPORTANT PRECEPTS, AND TAUGHT THAT HE WAS HIMSELF THE END OF THE MOSAIC LAW. 
1. FOR THE TRADITION OF THE ELDERS THEMSELVES, WHICH THEY PRETENDED TO OBSERVE FROM THE LAW, WAS CONTRARY TO THE LAW GIVEN BY MOSES. WHEREFORE ALSO ESAIAS DECLARES: "THY DEALERS MIX THE WINE WITH WATER,"(6) SHOWING THAT THE ELDERS WERE IN THE HABIT OF MINGLING A WATERED TRADITION WITH THE SIMPLE COMMAND OF GOD; THAT IS, THEY SET UP A SPURIOUS LAW, AND ONE CONTRARY TO THE[TRUE] LAW; AS ALSO THE LORD MADE PLAIN, WHEN HE SAID TO THEM, "WHY DO YE TRANSGRESS THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD, FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR TRADITION?"(7) FOR NOT ONLY BY ACTUAL TRANSGRESSION DID THEY SET THE LAW OF GOD AT NAUGHT, MINGLING THE WINE WITH WATER; BUT THEY ALSO SET UP THEIR OWN LAW IN OPPOSITION TO IT, WHICH IS TERMED, EVEN TO THE PRESENT DAY, THE PHARISAICAL. IN THIS [LAW] THEY SUPPRESS CERTAIN THINGS, ADD OTHERS, AND INTERPRET OTHERS, AGAIN, AS THEY THINK PROPER, WHICH THEIR TEACHERS USE, EACH ONE IN PARTICULAR; AND DESIRING TO UPHOLD THESE TRADITIONS, THEY WERE UNWILLING TO BE SUBJECT TO THE LAW OF GOD, WHICH PREPARES THEM FOR THE COMING OF CHRIST. BUT THEY DID EVEN BLAME THE LORD FOR HEALING ON THE SABBATH-DAYS, WHICH, AS I HAVE ALREADY OBSERVED, THE LAW DID NOT PROHIBIT. FOR THEY DID THEMSELVES, IN ONE SENSE, PERFORM ACTS OF HEALING UPON THE SABBATH-DAY, WHEN THEY CIRCUMCISED A MAN [ON THAT DAY]; BUT THEY DID NOT BLAME THEMSELVES FOR TRANSGRESSING THE COMMAND OF GOD THROUGH TRADITION AND THE AFORESAID PHARISAICAL LAW, AND FOR NOT KEEPING THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LAW, WHICH IS THE LOVE OF GOD. 
2. BUT THAT THIS IS THE FIRST AND GREATEST COMMANDMENT, AND THAT THE NEXT [HAS RESPECT TO LOVE] TOWARDS OUR NEIGHBOR, THE LORD HAS TAUGHT, WHEN HE SAYS THAT THE ENTIRE LAW AND THE PROPHETS HANG UPON THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS. MOREOVER, HE DID NOT HIMSELF BRING DOWN [FROM HEAVEN] ANY OTHER COMMANDMENT GREATER THAN THIS ONE, BUT RENEWED THIS VERY SAME ONE TO HIS DISCIPLES, WHEN HE ENJOINED THEM TO LOVE GOD WITH ALL THEIR HEART, AND OTHERS AS THEMSELVES. BUT IF HE HAD DESCENDED FROM ANOTHER FATHER, HE NEVER WOULD HAVE MADE USE OF THE FIRST AND GREATEST COMMANDMENT OF THE LAW; BUT HE WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE ENDEAVORED BY ALL MEANS TO BRING DOWN A GREATER ONE THAN THIS FROM THE PERFECT FATHER, SO AS NOT TO MAKE USE OF THAT WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN BY THE GOD OF THE LAW. AND PAUL IN LIKE MANNER DECLARES, "LOVE IS THE FULFILLING OF THE LAW:"(1) AND [HE DECLARES] THAT WHEN ALL OTHER THINGS HAVE BEEN DESTROYED, THERE SHALL REMAIN "FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE; BUT THE GREATEST OF ALL IS LOVE;"(2) AND THAT APART FROM THE LOVE OF GOD, NEITHER KNOWLEDGE AVAILS ANYTHING,(3) NOR THE UNDERSTANDING OF MYSTERIES, NOR FAITH, NOR PROPHECY, BUT THAT WITHOUT LOVE ALL ARE HOLLOW AND VAIN; MOREOVER, THAT LOVE MAKES MAN PERFECT; AND THAT HE WHO LOVES GOD IS PERFECT, BOTH IN THIS WORLD AND IN THAT WHICH IS TO COME. FOR WE DO NEVER CEASE FROM LOVING GOD; BUT IN PROPORTION AS WE CONTINUE TO CONTEMPLATE HIM, SO MUCH THE MORE DO WE LOVE HIM. 
3. AS IN THE LAW, THEREFORE, AND IN THE GOSPEL [LIKEWISE], THE FIRST AND GREATEST COMMANDMENT IS, TO LOVE THE LORD GOD WITH THE WHOLE HEART, AND THEN THERE FOLLOWS A COMMANDMENT LIKE TO IT, TO LOVE ONE'S NEIGHBOR AS ONE'S SELF; THE AUTHOR OF THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL IS SHOWN TO BE ONE AND THE SAME. FOR THE PRECEPTS OF AN ABSOLUTELY PERFECT LIFE, SINCE THEY ARE THE SAME IN EACH TESTAMENT, HAVE POINTED OUT [TO US] THE SAME GOD, WHO CERTAINLY HAS PROMULGATED PARTICULAR LAWS ADAPTED FOR EACH; BUT THE MORE PROMINENT AND THE GREATEST [COMMANDMENTS], WITHOUT WHICH SALVATION CANNOT [BE ATTAINED], HE HAS EXHORTED [US TO OBSERVE] THE SAME IN BOTH. 
4. THE LORD, TOO, DOES NOT DO AWAY WITH THIS [GOD], WHEN HE SHOWS THAT THE LAW WAS NOT DERIVED FROM ANOTHER GOD, EXPRESSING HIMSELF AS FOLLOWS TO THOSE WHO WERE BEING INSTRUCTED BY HIM, TO THE MULTITUDE AND TO HIS DISCIPLES: "THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES SIT IN MOSES' SEAT. ALL, THEREFORE, WHATSOEVER THEY BID YOU OBSERVE, THAT OBSERVE AND DO; BUT DO NOT YE AFTER THEIR WORKS: FOR THEY SAY, AND DO NOT. FOR THEY BIND HEAVY BURDENS, AND LAY THEM UPON MEN'S SHOULDERS; BUT THEY THEMSELVES WILL NOT SO MUCH AS MOVE THEM WITH A FINGER."(4) HE THEREFORE DID NOT THROW BLAME UPON THAT LAW WHICH WAS GIVEN BY MOSES, WHEN HE EXHORTED IT TO BE OBSERVED, JERUSALEM BEING AS YET IN SAFETY; BUT HE DID THROW BLAME UPON THOSE PERSONS, BECAUSE THEY REPEATED INDEED THE WORDS OF THE LAW, YET WERE WITHOUT LOVE. AND FOR THIS REASON, WERE THEY HELD AS BEING UNRIGHTEOUS AS RESPECTS GOD, AND AS RESPECTS THEIR NEIGHBORS. AS ALSO ISAIAH SAYS: "THIS PEOPLE HONORED ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR FROM ME: HOWBEIT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING THE DOCTRINES AND THE COMMANDMENTS OF MEN."(5) HE DOES NOT CALL THE LAW GIVEN BY MOSES COMMANDMENTS OF MEN, BUT THE TRADITIONS OF THE EIDERS THEMSELVES WHICH THEY HAD INVENTED, AND IN UPHOLDING WHICH THEY MADE THE LAW OF GOD OF NONE EFFECT, AND WERE ON THIS ACCOUNT ALSO NOT SUBJECT TO HIS WORD. FOR THIS IS WHAT PAUL SAYS CONCERNING THESE MEN: "FOR THEY, BEING IGNORANT OF GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND GOING ABOUT TO ESTABLISH THEIR OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS, HAVE NOT SUBMITTED THEMSELVES TO THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD. FOR CHRIST IS THE END OF THE LAW FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS TO EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH."(6) AND HOW IS CHRIST THE END OF THE LAW, IF HE BE NOT ALSO THE FINAL CAUSE OF IT? FOR HE WHO HAS BROUGHT IN THE END HAS HIMSELF ALSO WROUGHT THE BEGINNING; AND IT IS HE WHO DOES HIMSELF SAY TO MOSES, "I HAVE SURELY SEEN THE AFFLICTION OF MY PEOPLE WHICH IS IN EGYPT, AND I HAVE COME DOWN TO DELIVER THEM;"(7) IT BEING CUSTOMARY FROM THE BEGINNING WITH THE WORD OF GOD TO ASCEND AND DESCEND FOR THE PURPOSE OF SAVING THOSE WHO WERE IN AFFLICTION. 
5. NOW, THAT THE LAW DID BEFOREHAND TEACH MANKIND THE NECESSITY OF FOLLOWING CHRIST, HE DOES HIMSELF MAKE MANIFEST, WHEN HE REPLIED AS FOLLOWS TO HIM WHO ASKED HIM WHAT HE SHOULD DO THAT HE MIGHT INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE: "IF THOU WILT ENTER INTO LIFE, KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS."(8) BUT UPON THE OTHER ASKING "WHICH?"" AGAIN THE LORD REPLIES: "DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT KILL, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, HON-OUR FATHER AND MOTHER, AND THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF,"--SETTING AS AN ASCENDING SERIES (VELUT GRADUS) BEFORE THOSE WHO WISHED TO FOLLOW HIM, THE PRECEPTS OF THE LAW, AS THE ENTRANCE INTO LIFE; AND WHAT HE THEN SAID TO ONE HE SAID TO ALL. BUT WHEN THE FORMER SAID, "ALL THESE HAVE I DONE" (AND MOST LIKELY HE HAD NOT KEPT THEM, FOR IN THAT CASE THE LORD WOULD NOT HAVE SAID TO HIM, "KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS"), THE LORD, EXPOSING HIS COVETOUSNESS, SAID TO HIM, "IF THOU WILT BE PERFECT, GO, SELL ALL THAT THOU HAST, AND DISTRIBUTE TO THE POOR; AND COME, FOLLOW ME;" PROMISING TO THOSE WHO WOULD ACT THUS, THE PORTION BELONGING TO THE APOSTLES (APOSTOLORUM PARTEM). AND HE DID NOT PREACH TO HIS FOLLOWERS ANOTHER GOD THE FATHER, BESIDES HIM WHO WAS PROCLAIMED BY THE LAW FROM THE BEGINNING; NOR ANOTHER SON; NOR THE MOTHER, THE ENTHYMESIS OF THE AEON, WHO EXISTED IN SUFFERING AND APOSTASY; NOR THE PLEROMA OF THE THIRTY AEONS, WHICH HAS BEEN PROVED VAIN, AND INCAPABLE OF BEING BELIEVED IN; NOR THAT FABLE INVENTED BY THE OTHER HERETICS. BUT HE TAUGHT THAT THEY SHOULD OBEY THE COMMANDMENTS WHICH GOD ENJOINED FROM THE BEGINNING, AND DO AWAY WITH THEIR FORMER COVETOUSNESS BY GOOD WORKS,(9) AND FOLLOW AFTER CHRIST. BUT THAT POSSESSIONS DISTRIBUTED TO THE POOR DO ANNUL FORMER COVETOUSNESS, ZACCHEUS MADE EVIDENT, WHEN HE SAID, "BEHOLD, THE HALF OF MY GOODS I GIVE TO THE POOR; AND IF I HAVE DEFRAUDED ANY ONE, I RESTORE FOURFOLD."(1) 
CHAP. XIII.--CHRIST DID NOT ABROGATE THE NATURAL PRECEPTS OF THE LAW, BUT RATHER FULFILLED AND EXTENDED THEM. HE REMOVED THE YOKE AND BONDAGE OF THE OLD LAW, SO THAT MANKIND, BEING NOW SET FREE, MIGHT SERVE GOD WITH THAT TRUSTFUL PIETY WHICH BECOMETH SONS. 
1. AND THAT THE LORD DID NOT ABROGATE THE NATURAL [PRECEPTS] OF THE LAW, BY WHICH MAN(2) IS JUSTIFIED, WHICH ALSO THOSE WHO WERE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH, AND WHO PLEASED GOD, DID OBSERVE PREVIOUS TO THE GIVING OF THE LAW, BUT THAT HE EXTENDED AND FULFILLED THEM, IS SHOWN FROM HIS WORDS. "FOR," HE REMARKS, "IT HAS BEEN SAID TO THEM OF OLD TIME, DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY. BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT EVERY ONE WHO HATH LOOKED UPON A WOMAN TO LUST AFTER HER, HATH COMMITTED ADULTERY WITH HER ALREADY IN HIS HEART."(3) AND AGAIN: "IT HAS BEEN SAID, THOU SHALT NOT KILL. BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, EVERY ONE WHO IS ANGRY WITH HIS BROTHER WITHOUT A CAUSE, SHALL BE IN DANGER OF THE JUDGMENT."(4) AND, "IT HATH BEEN SAID, THOU SHALT NOT FORSWEAR THYSELF. BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, SWEAR NOT AT ALL; BUT LET YOUR CONVERSATION BE, YEA, YEA, AND NAY, NAY."(5) AND OTHER STATEMENTS OF A LIKE NATURE. FOR ALL THESE DO NOT CONTAIN OR IMPLY AN OPPOSITION TO AND AN OVERTURNING OF THE [PRECEPTS] OF THE PAST, AS MARCION'S FOLLOWERS DO STRENUOUSLY MAINTAIN; BUT [THEY EXHIBIT] A FULFILLING AND AN EXTENSION OF THEM, AS HE DOES HIMSELF DECLARE: "UNLESS YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL EXCEED THAT OF THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, YE SHALL NOT ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN."(6) FOR WHAT MEANT THE EXCESS REFERRED TO? IN THE FIRST PLACE, [WE MUST] BELIEVE NOT ONLY IN THE FATHER, BUT ALSO IN HIS SON NOW REVEALED; FOR HE IT IS WHO LEADS MAN INTO FELLOWSHIP AND UNITY WITH GOD. IN THE NEXT PLACE, [WE MUST] NOT ONLY SAY, BUT WE MUST DO; FOR THEY SAID, BUT DID NOT. AND [WE MUST] NOT ONLY ABSTAIN FROM EVIL DEEDS, BUT EVEN FROM THE DESIRES AFTER THEM. NOW HE DID NOT TEACH US THESE THINGS AS BEING OPPOSED TO THE LAW, BUT AS FULFILLING THE LAW, AND IMPLANTING IN US THE VARIED RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW. THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN CONTRARY TO THE LAW, IF HE HAD COMMANDED HIS DISCIPLES TO DO ANYTHING WHICH THE LAW HAD PROHIBITED. BUT THIS WHICH HE DID COMMAND--NAMELY, NOT ONLY TO ABSTAIN FROM THINGS FORBIDDEN BY THE LAW, BUT EVEN FROM LONGING AFTER THEM--IS NOT CONTRARY TO [THE LAW], AS I HAVE REMARKED, NEITHER IS IT THE UTTERANCE OF ONE DESTROYING THE LAW, BUT OF ONE FULFILLING, EXTENDING, AND AFFORDING GREATER SCOPE TO IT. 
2. FOR THE LAW, SINCE IT WAS LAID DOWN FOR THOSE IN BONDAGE, USED TO INSTRUCT THE SOUL BY MEANS OF THOSE CORPOREAL OBJECTS WHICH WERE OF AN EXTERNAL NATURE, DRAWING IT, AS BY A BOND, TO OBEY ITS COMMANDMENTS, THAT MAN MIGHT LEARN TO SERVE GOD. BUT THE WORD SET FREE THE SOUL, AND TAUGHT THAT THROUGH IT THE BODY SHOULD BE WILLINGLY PURIFIED. WHICH HAVING BEEN ACCOMPLISHED, IT FOLLOWED AS OF COURSE, THAT THE BONDS OF SLAVERY SHOULD BE REMOVED, TO WHICH MAN HAD NOW BECOME ACCUSTOMED, AND THAT HE SHOULD FOLLOW GOD WITHOUT FETTERS: MOREOVER, THAT THE LAWS OF LIBERTY SHOULD BE EXTENDED, AND SUBJECTION TO THE KING INCREASED, SO THAT NO ONE WHO IS CONVENED SHOULD APPEAR UNWORTHY TO HIM WHO SET HIM FREE, BUT THAT THE PIETY AND OBEDIENCE DUE TO THE MASTER OF THE HOUSEHOLD SHOULD BE EQUALLY RENDERED BOTH BY SERVANTS AND CHILDREN; WHILE THE CHILDREN POSSESS GREATER CONFIDENCE [THAN THE SERVANTS], INASMUCH AS THE WORKING OF LIBERTY IS GREATER AND MORE GLORIOUS THAN THAT OBEDIENCE WHICH IS RENDERED IN [A STATE OF] SLAVERY. 
3. AND FOR THIS REASON DID THE LORD, INSTEAD OF THAT [COMMANDMENT], "THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY," FORBID EVEN CONCUPISCENCE; AND INSTEAD OF THAT WHICH RUNS THUS, "THOU SHALT NOT KILL," HE PROHIBITED ANGER; AND INSTEAD OF THE LAW ENJOINING THE GIVING OF TITHES, [HE TOLD US] TO SHARE(7) ALL OUR POSSESSIONS WITH THE POOR; AND NOT TO LOVE OUR NEIGHBOURS ONLY, BUT EVEN OUR ENEMIES; AND NOT MERELY TO BE LIBERAL GIVERS AND BESTOWERS, BUT EVEN THAT WE SHOULD PRESENT A GRATUITOUS GIFT TO THOSE WHO TAKE AWAY OUR GOODS. FOR "TO HIM THAT TAKETH AWAY THY COAT," HE SAYS, "GIVE TO HIM THY CLOAK ALSO; AND FROM HIM THAT TAKETH AWAY THY GOODS, ASK THEM NOT AGAIN; AND AS YE WOULD THAT MEN SHOULD DO UNTO YOU, DO YE UNTO THEM:"(8) SO THAT WE MAY NOT GRIEVE AS THOSE WHO ARE UNWILLING TO BE DEFRAUDED, BUT MAY REJOICE AS THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN WILLINGLY, AND AS RATHER CONFERRING A FAVOUR UPON OUR NEIGHBOURS THAN YIELDING TO NECESSITY. "AND IF ANY ONE," HE SAYS, "SHALL COMPEL THEE [TO GO] A MILE, GO WITH HIM TWAIN;"(9) SO THAT THOU MAYEST NOT FOLLOW HIM AS A SLAVE, BUT MAY AS A FREE MAN GO BEFORE HIM, SHOWING THYSELF IN ALL THINGS KINDLY DISPOSED AND USEFUL TO THY NEIGHBOUR, NOT REGARDING THEIR EVIL INTENTIONS, BUT PERFORMING THY KIND OFFICES, ASSIMILATING THYSELF TO THE FATHER, "WHO MAKETH HIS SUN TO RISE UPON THE EVIL AND THE GOOD, AND SENDETH RAIN UPON THE JUST AND UNJUST."(1) NOW ALL THESE [PRECEPTS], AS I HAVE ALREADY OBSERVED, WERE NOT THE INJUNCTIONS] OF ONE DOING AWAY WITH THE LAW, BUT OF ONE FULFILLING, EXTENDING, AND WIDENING IT AMONG US; JUST AS IF ONE SHOULD SAY, THAT THE MORE EXTENSIVE OPERATION OF LIBERTY IMPLIES THAT A MORE COMPLETE SUBJECTION AND AFFECTION TOWARDS OUR LIBERATOR HAD BEEN IMPLANTED WITHIN US. FOR HE DID NOT SET US FREE FOR THIS PURPOSE, THAT WE SHOULD DEPART FROM HIM (NO ONE, INDEED, WHILE PLACED OUT OF REACH OF THE LORD'S BENEFITS, HAS POWER TO PROCURE FOR HIMSELF THE MEANS OF SALVATION), BUT THAT THE MORE WE RECEIVE HIS GRACE, THE MORE WE SHOULD LOVE HIM. NOW THE MORE WE HAVE LOVED HIM, THE MORE GLORY SHALL WE RECEIVE FROM HIM, WHEN WE ARE CONTINUALLY IN THE PRESENCE OF THE FATHER. 
4. INASMUCH, THEN, AS ALL-NATURAL PRECEPTS ARE COMMON TO US AND TO THEM (THE JEWS), THEY HAD IN THEM INDEED THE BEGINNING AND ORIGIN; BUT IN US THEY HAVE RECEIVED GROWTH AND COMPLETION. FOR TO YIELD ASSENT TO GOD, AND TO FOLLOW HIS WORD, AND TO LOVE HIM ABOVE ALL, AND ONE'S NEIGHBOUR AS ONE'S SELF (NOW MAN IS NEIGHBOUR TO MAN), AND TO ABSTAIN FROM EVERY EVIL DEED, AND ALL OTHER THINGS OF A LIKE NATURE WHICH ARE COMMON TO BOTH [COVENANTS], DO REVEAL ONE AND THE SAME GOD. BUT THIS IS OUR LORD, THE WORD OF GOD, WHO IN THE FIRST INSTANCE CERTAINLY DREW SLAVES TO GOD, BUT AFTERWARDS HE SET THOSE FREE WHO WERE SUBJECT TO HIM, AS HE DOES HIMSELF DECLARE TO HIS DISCIPLES: "I WILL NOT NOW CALL YOU SERVANTS, FOR THE SERVANT KNOWETH NOT WHAT HIS LORD DOETH; BUT I HAVE CALLED YOU FRIENDS, FOR ALL THINGS WHICH I HAVE HEARD FROM MY FATHER I HAVE MADE KNOWN."(2) FOR IN THAT WHICH HE SAYS, "I WILL NOT NOW CALL YOU SERVANTS," HE INDICATES IN THE MOST MARKED MANNER THAT IT WAS HIMSELF WHO DID ORIGINALLY APPOINT FOR MEN THAT BONDAGE WITH RESPECT TO GOD THROUGH THE LAW, AND THEN AFTERWARDS CONFERRED UPON THEM FREEDOM. AND IN THAT HE SAYS, "FOR THE SERVANT KNOWETH NOT WHAT HIS LORD DOETH," HE POINTS OUT, BY MEANS OF HIS OWN ADVENT, THE IGNORANCE OF A PEOPLE IN A SERVILE CONDITION. BUT WHEN HE TERMS HIS DISCIPLES "THE FRIENDS OF GOD," HE PLAINLY DECLARES HIMSELF TO BE THE WORD OF GOD, WHOM ABRAHAM ALSO FOLLOWED VOLUNTARILY AND UNDER NO COMPULSION (SINE VINCULIS), BECAUSE OF THE NOBLE NATURE OF HIS FAITH, AND SO BECAME "THE FRIEND OF GOD."(3) BUT THE WORD OF GOD DID NOT ACCEPT OF THE FRIENDSHIP OF ABRAHAM, AS THOUGH HE STOOD IN NEED OF IT, FOR HE WAS PERFECT FROM THE BEGINNING ("BEFORE ABRAHAM WAS," HE SAYS, "I AM"(4)), BUT THAT HE IN HIS GOODNESS MIGHT BESTOW ETERNAL LIFE UPON ABRAHAM HIMSELF, INASMUCH AS THE FRIENDSHIP OF GOD IMPARTS IMMORTALITY TO THOSE WHO EMBRACE IT. 
CHAP. XIV.--IF GOD DEMANDS OBEDIENCE FROM MAN, IF HE FORMED MAN, CALLED HIM AND PLACED HIM UNDER LAWS, IT WAS MERELY FOR MAN'S WELFARE; NOT THAT GOD STOOD IN NEED OF MAN, BUT THAT HE GRACIOUSLY CONFERRED UPON MAN HIS FAVOURS IN EVERY POSSIBLE MANNER. 
1. IN THE BEGINNING, THEREFORE, DID GOD FORM ADAM, NOT AS IF HE STOOD IN NEED OF MAN, BUT THAT HE MIGHT HAVE [SOME ONE] UPON WHOM TO CONFER HIS BENEFITS. FOR NOT ALONE ANTECEDENTLY TO ADAM, BUT ALSO BEFORE ALL CREATION, THE WORD GLORIFIED HIS FATHER, REMAINING IN HIM; AND WAS HIMSELF GLORIFIED BY THE FATHER, AS HE DID HIMSELF DECLARE, "FATHER, GLORIFY THOU ME WITH THE GLORY WHICH I HAD WITH THEE BEFORE THE WORLD WAS."(5) NOR DID HE STAND IN NEED OF OUR SERVICE WHEN HE ORDERED US TO FOLLOW HIM; BUT HE THUS BESTOWED SALVATION UPON OURSELVES. FOR TO FOLLOW THE SAVIOUR IS TO BE A PARTAKER OF SALVATION, AND TO FOLLOW LIGHT IS TO RECEIVE LIGHT. BUT THOSE WHO ARE IN LIGHT DO NOT THEMSELVES ILLUMINE THE LIGHT, BUT ARE ILLUMINED AND REVEALED BY IT: THEY DO CERTAINLY CONTRIBUTE NOTHING TO IT, BUT, RECEIVING THE BENEFIT, THEY ARE ILLUMINED BY THE LIGHT. THUS, ALSO, SERVICE [RENDERED] TO GOD DOES INDEED PROFIT GOD NOTHING, NOR HAS GOD NEED OF HUMAN OBEDIENCE; BUT HE GRANTS TO THOSE WHO FOLLOW AND SERVE HIM LIFE AND IN-CORRUPTION AND ETERNAL GLORY, BESTOWING BENEFIT UPON THOSE WHO SERVE [HIM], BECAUSE THEY DO SERVE HIM, AND ON HIS FOLLOWERS, BECAUSE THEY DO FOLLOW HIM; BUT DOES NOT RECEIVE ANY BENEFIT FROM THEM: FOR HE IS RICH, PERFECT, AND IN NEED OF NOTHING. BUT FOR THIS REASON, DOES GOD DEMAND SERVICE FROM MEN, IN ORDER THAT, SINCE HE IS GOOD AND MERCIFUL, HE MAY BENEFIT THOSE WHO CONTINUE IN HIS SERVICE. FOR, AS MUCH AS GOD IS IN WANT OF NOTHING, SO MUCH DOES MAN STAND IN NEED OF FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD. FOR THIS IS THE GLORY OF MAN, TO CONTINUE AND REMAIN PERMANENTLY IN GOD'S SERVICE. WHEREFORE ALSO DID THE LORD SAY TO HIS DISCIPLES, "YE HAVE NOT CHOSEN ME, BUT I HAVE CHOSEN YOU;"(6) INDICATING THAT THEY DID NOT GLORIFY HIM WHEN THEY FOLLOWED HIM; BUT THAT, IN FOLLOWING THE SON OF GOD, THEY WERE GLORIFIED BY HIM. AND AGAIN, "I WILL, THAT WHERE I AM, THERE THEY ALSO MAY BE, THAT THEY MAY BEHOLD MY GLORY;"(7) NOT VAINLY BOASTING BECAUSE OF THIS, BUT DESIRING THAT HIS DISCIPLES SHOULD SHARE IN HIS GLORY: OF WHOM ESAIAS ALSO SAYS, "I WILL BRING THY SEED FROM THE EAST, AND WILL GATHER THEE FROM THE WEST; AND I WILL SAY TO THE NORTH, GIVE UP; AND TO THE SOUTH, KEEP NOT BACK: BRING MY SONS FROM FAR, AND MY DAUGHTERS FROM THE ENDS OF THE EARTH; ALL, AS MANY AS HAVE BEEN CALLED IN MY NAME: FOR IN MY GLORY I HAVE PREPARED, AND FORMED, AND MADE HIM."(1) INASMUCH AS THEN, "WHERESOEVER THE CARCASS IS, THERE SHALL ALSO THE EAGLES BE GATHERED TOGETHER,"(2) WE DO PARTICIPATE IN THE GLORY OF THE LORD, WHO HAS BOTH FORMED US, AND PREPARED US FOR THIS, THAT, WHEN WE ARE WITH HIM, WE MAY PARTAKE OF HIS GLORY. 
2. THUS IT WAS, TOO, THAT GOD FORMED MAN AT THE FIRST, BECAUSE OF HIS MUNIFICENCE; BUT CHOSE THE PATRIARCHS FOR THE SAKE OF THEIR SALVATION; AND PREPARED A PEOPLE BEFOREHAND, TEACHING THE HEADSTRONG TO FOLLOW GOD; AND RAISED UP PROPHETS UPON EARTH, ACCUSTOMING MAN TO BEAR HIS SPIRIT [WITHIN HIM], AND TO HOLD COMMUNION WITH GOD: HE HIMSELF, INDEED, HAVING NEED OF NOTHING, BUT GRANTING COMMUNION WITH HIMSELF TO THOSE WHO STOOD IN NEED OF IT, AND SKETCHING OUT, LIKE AN ARCHITECT, THE PLAN OF SALVATION TO THOSE THAT PLEASED HIM. AND HE DID HIMSELF FURNISH GUIDANCE TO THOSE WHO BEHELD HIM NOT IN EGYPT, WHILE TO THOSE WHO BECAME UNRULY IN THE DESERT, HE PROMULGATED A LAW VERY SUITABLE [TO THEIR CONDITION]. THEN, ON THE PEOPLE WHO ENTERED INTO THE GOOD LAND HE BESTOWED A NOBLE INHERITANCE; AND HE KILLED THE FATTED CALF FOR THOSE CONVERTED TO THE FATHER, AND PRESENTED THEM WITH THE FINEST ROBE.(3) THUS, IN A VARIETY OF WAYS, HE ADJUSTED THE HUMAN RACE TO AN AGREEMENT WITH SALVATION. ON THIS ACCOUNT ALSO DOES JOHN DECLARE IN THE APOCALYPSE, "AND HIS VOICE AS THE SOUND OF MANY WATERS."(4) FOR THE SPIRIT [OF GOD] IS TRULY [LIKE] MANY WATERS, SINCE THE FATHER IS BOTH RICH AND GREAT. AND THE WORD, PASSING THROUGH ALL THOSE [MEN], DID LIBERALLY CONFER BENEFITS UPON HIS SUBJECTS, BY DRAWING UP IN WRITING A LAW ADAPTED AND APPLICABLE TO EVERY CLASS [AMONG THEM]. 
3. THUS, TOO, HE IMPOSED UPON THE [JEWISH] PEOPLE THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE TABERNACLE, THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, THE ELECTION OF THE LEVITES, SACRIFICES ALSO, AND OBLATIONS, LEGAL MONITIONS, AND ALL THE OTHER SERVICE OF THE LAW. HE DOES HIMSELF TRULY WANT NONE OF THESE THINGS, FOR HE IS ALWAYS FULL OF ALL GOOD, AND HAD IN HIMSELF ALL THE ODOUR OF KINDNESS, AND EVERY PERFUME OF SWEET- SMELLING SAVOURS, EVEN BEFORE MOSES EXISTED. MOREOVER, HE INSTRUCTED THE PEOPLE, WHO WERE PRONE TO TURN TO IDOLS, INSTRUCTING THEM BY REPEATED APPEALS TO PERSEVERE AND TO SERVE GOD, CALLING THEM TO THE THINGS OF PRIMARY IMPORTANCE BY MEANS OF THOSE WHICH WERE SECONDARY; THAT IS, TO THINGS THAT ARE REAL, BY MEANS OF THOSE THAT ARE TYPICAL; AND BY THINGS TEMPORAL, TO ETERNAL; AND BY THE CARNAL TO THE SPIRITUAL; AND BY THE EARTHLY TO THE HEAVENLY; AS WAS ALSO SAID TO MOSES, "THOU SHALT MAKE ALL THINGS AFTER THE PATTERN OF THOSE THINGS WHICH THOU SAWEST IN THE MOUNT."(5) FOR DURING FORTY DAYS HE WAS LEARNING TO KEEP [IN HIS MEMORY] THE WORDS OF GOD, AND THE CELESTIAL PATTERNS, AND THE SPIRITUAL IMAGES, AND THE TYPES OF THINGS TO COME; AS ALSO PAUL SAYS: "FOR THEY DRANK OF THE ROCK WHICH FOLLOWED THEM: AND THE ROCK WAS CHRIST."(6) AND AGAIN, HAVING FIRST MENTIONED WHAT ARE CONTAINED IN THE LAW, HE GOES ON TO SAY: "NOW ALL THESE THINGS HAPPENED TO THEM IN A FIGURE; BUT THEY WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR ADMONITION, UPON WHOM THE END OF THE AGES IS COME." FOR BY MEANS OF TYPES THEY LEARNED TO FEAR GOD, AND TO CONTINUE DEVOTED TO HIS SERVICE. 
CHAP. XV.--AT FIRST GOD DEEMED IT SUFFICIENT TO INSCRIBE THE NATURAL LAW, OR THE DECALOGUE, UPON THE HEARTS OF MEN; BUT AFTERWARDS HE FOUND IT NECESSARY TO BRIDLE, WITH THE YOKE OF THE MOSAIC LAW, THE DESIRES OF THE JEWS, WHO WERE ABUSING THEIR LIBERTY; AND EVEN TO ADD SOME SPECIAL COMMANDS, BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS. 
1. THEY (THE JEWS) HAD THEREFORE A LAW, A COURSE OF DISCIPLINE, AND A PROPHECY OF FUTURE THINGS. FOR GOD AT THE FIRST, INDEED, WARNING THEM BY MEANS OF NATURAL PRECEPTS, WHICH FROM THE BEGINNING HE HAD IMPLANTED IN MANKIND, THAT IS, BY MEANS OF THE DECALOGUE (WHICH, IF ANY ONE DOES NOT OBSERVE, HE HAS NO SALVATION), DID THEN DEMAND NOTHING MORE OF THEM. AS MOSES SAYS IN DEUTERONOMY, "THESE ARE ALL THE WORDS WHICH THE LORD SPOKE TO THE WHOLE ASSEMBLY OF THE SONS OF ISRAEL ON THE MOUNT, AND HE ADDED NO MORE; AND HE WROTE THEM ON TWO TABLES OF STONE, AND GAVE THEM TO ME."(7) FOR THIS REASON [HE DID SO], THAT THEY WHO ARE WILLING TO FOLLOW HIM MIGHT KEEP THESE COMMANDMENTS. BUT WHEN THEY TURNED THEMSELVES TO MAKE A CALF, AND HAD GONE BACK IN THEIR MINDS TO EGYPT, DESIRING TO BE SLAVES INSTEAD OF FREE-MEN, THEY WERE PLACED FOR THE FUTURE IN A STATE OF SERVITUDE SUITED TO THEIR WISH,--[A SLAVERY] WHICH DID NOT INDEED CUT THEM OFF FROM GOD, BUT SUBJECTED THEM TO THE YOKE OF BONDAGE; AS EZEKIEL THE PROPHET, WHEN STATING THE REASONS FOR THE GIVING OF SUCH A LAW, DECLARES: "AND THEIR EYES WERE AFTER THE DESIRE OF THEIR HEART; AND I GAVE THEM STATUTES THAT WERE NOT GOOD, AND JUDGMENTS IN WHICH THEY SHALL NOT LIVE."(8) LUKE ALSO HAS RECORDED THAT STEPHEN, WHO WAS THE FIRST ELECTED INTO THE DIACONATE BY THE APOSTLES,(1) AND WHO WAS THE FIRST SLAIN FOR THE TESTIMONY OF CHRIST, SPOKE REGARDING MOSES AS FOLLOWS: "THIS MAN DID INDEED RECEIVE THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LIVING GOD TO GIVE TO US, WHOM YOUR FATHERS WOULD NOT OBEY, BUT THRUST [HIM FROM THEM], AND IN THEIR HEARTS TURNED BACK AGAIN INTO EGYPT, SAYING UNTO AARON, MAKE US GODS TO GO BEFORE US; FOR WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO [THIS] MOSES, WHO LED US FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT. AND THEY MADE A CALF IN THOSE DAYS, AND OFFERED SACRIFICES TO THE IDOL, AND WERE REJOICING IN THE WORKS OF THEIR OWN HANDS. BUT GOD TURNED, AND GAVE THEM UP TO WORSHIP THE HOSTS OF HEAVEN; AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE PROPHETS:(2) O YE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, HAVE YE OFFERED TO ME SACRIFICES AND OBLATIONS FOR FORTY YEARS IN THE WILDERNESS? AND YE TOOK UP THE TABERNACLE OF MOLOCH, AND THE STAR OF THE GOD REMPHAN,(3) FIGURES WHICH YE MADE TO WORSHIP THEM;"(4) POINTING OUT PLAINLY, THAT THE LAW BEING SUCH, WAS NOT GIVEN TO THEM BY ANOTHER GOD, BUT THAT, ADAPTED TO THEIR CONDITION OF SERVITUDE, [IT ORIGINATED] FROM THE VERY SAME [GOD AS WE WORSHIP]. WHEREFORE ALSO HE SAYS TO MOSES IN EXODUS: "I WILL SEND FORTH MY ANGEL BEFORE THEE; FOR I WILL NOT GO UP WITH THEE, BECAUSE THOU ART A STIFF-NECKED PEOPLE."(5) 
2. AND NOT ONLY SO, BUT THE LORD ALSO SHOWED THAT CERTAIN PRECEPTS WERE ENACTED FOR THEM BY MOSES, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR HARDNESS [OF HEART], AND BECAUSE OF THEIR UNWILLINGNESS TO BE OBEDIENT, WHEN, ON THEIR SAYING TO HIM, "WHY THEN DID MOSES COMMAND TO GIVE A WRITING OF DIVORCEMENT, AND TO SEND AWAY A WIFE?" HE SAID TO THEM, "BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF YOUR HEARTS HE PERMITTED THESE THINGS TO YOU; BUT FROM THE BEGINNING IT WAS NOT SO;"(6) THUS EXCULPATING MOSES AS A FAITHFUL SERVANT, BUT ACKNOWLEDGING ONE GOD, WHO FROM THE BEGINNING MADE MALE AND FEMALE, AND REPROVING THEM AS HARD-HEARTED AND DISOBEDIENT. AND THEREFORE, IT WAS THAT THEY RECEIVED FROM MOSES THIS LAW OF DIVORCEMENT, ADAPTED TO THEIR HARD NATURE. BUT WHY SAY I THESE THINGS CONCERNING THE OLD TESTAMENT? FOR IN THE NEW ALSO ARE THE APOSTLES FOUND DOING THIS VERY THING, ON THE GROUND WHICH HAS BEEN MENTIONED, PAUL PLAINLY DECLARING, BUT THESE THINGS I SAY, NOT THE LORD."(7) AND AGAIN: "BUT THIS I SPEAK BY PERMISSION, NOT BY COMMANDMENT."(8) AND AGAIN: "NOW, AS CONCERNING VIRGINS, I HAVE NO COMMANDMENT FROM THE LORD; YET I GIVE MY JUDGMENT, AS ONE THAT HATH OBTAINED MERCY OF THE LORD TO BE FAITHFUL."(9) BUT FURTHER, IN ANOTHER PLACE HE SAYS: "THAT SATAN TEMPT YOU NOT FOR YOUR INCONTINENCE."(10) IF, THEREFORE, EVEN IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, THE APOSTLES ARE FOUND GRANTING CERTAIN PRECEPTS IN CONSIDERATION OF HUMAN INFIRMITY, BECAUSE OF THE INCONTINENCE OF SOME, LEST SUCH PERSONS, HAVING GROWN OBDURATE, AND DESPAIRING ALTOGETHER OF THEIR SALVATION, SHOULD BECOME APOSTATES FROM GOD,--IT OUGHT NOT TO BE WONDERED AT, IF ALSO IN THE OLD TESTAMENT THE SAME GOD PERMITTED SIMILAR INDULGENCES FOR THE BENEFIT OF HIS PEOPLE, DRAWING THEM ON BY MEANS OF THE ORDINANCES ALREADY MENTIONED, SO THAT THEY MIGHT OBTAIN THE GIFT OF SALVATION THROUGH THEM, WHILE THEY OBEYED THE DECALOGUE, AND BEING RESTRAINED BY HIM, SHOULD NOT REVERT TO IDOLATRY, NOR APOSTATIZE FROM GOD, BUT LEARN TO LOVE HIM WITH THE WHOLE HEART. AND IF CERTAIN PERSONS, BECAUSE OF THE DISOBEDIENT AND RUINED ISRAELITES, DO ASSERT THAT THE GIVER (DOCTOR) OF THE LAW WAS LIMITED IN POWER, THEY WILL FIND IN OUR DISPENSATION, THAT "MANY ARE CALLED, BUT FEW CHOSEN;"(11) AND THAT THERE ARE THOSE WHO INWARDLY ARE WOLVES, YET WEAR SHEEP'S CLOTHING IN THE EYES OF THE WORLD (FORIS); AND THAT GOD HAS ALWAYS PRESERVED FREEDOM, AND THE POWER OF SELF-GOVERNMENT IN MAN,(12) WHILE AT THE SAME TIME HE ISSUED HIS OWN EXHORTATIONS, IN ORDER THAT THOSE WHO DO NOT OBEY HIM SHOULD BE RIGHTEOUSLY JUDGED (CONDEMNED) BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT OBEYED HIM; AND THAT THOSE WHO HAVE OBEYED AND BELIEVED ON HIM SHOULD BE HONOURED WITH IMMORTALITY. 
CHAP. XVI.--PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS WAS CONFERRED NEITHER BY CIRCUMCISION NOR BY ANY OTHER LEGAL CEREMONIES. THE DECALOGUE, HOWEVER, WAS NOT CANCELLED BY CHRIST, BUT IS ALWAYS IN FORCE: MEN WERE NEVER RELEASED FROM ITS COMMANDMENTS. 
1. MOREOVER, WE LEARN FROM THE SCRIPTURE ITSELF, THAT GOD GAVE CIRCUMCISION, NOT AS THE COMPLETER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT AS A SIGN, THAT THE RACE OF ABRAHAM MIGHT CONTINUE RECOGNISABLE. FOR IT DECLARES: "GOD SAID UNTO ABRAHAM, EVERY MALE AMONG YOU SHALL BE CIRCUMCISED; AND YE SHALL CIRCUMCISE THE FLESH OF YOUR FORESKINS, AS A TOKEN OF THE COVENANT BETWEEN ME AND YOU."(13) THIS SAME DOES EZEKIEL THE PROPHET SAY WITH REGARD TO THE SABBATHS: "ALSO I GAVE THEM MY SABBATHS, TO BE A SIGN BETWEEN ME AND THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD, THAT SANCTIFY THEM."(14) AND IN EXODUS, GOD SAYS TO MOSES: "AND YE SHALL OBSERVE MY SABBATHS; FOR IT SHALL BE A SIGN BETWEEN ME AND YOU FOR YOUR GENERATIONS."(1) THESE THINGS, THEN, WERE GIVEN FOR A SIGN; BUT THE SIGNS WERE NOT UNSYMBOLICAL, THAT IS, NEITHER UNMEANING NOR TO NO PURPOSE, INASMUCH AS THEY WERE GIVEN BY A WISE ARTIST; BUT THE CIRCUMCISION AFTER THE FLESH TYPIFIED THAT AFTER THE SPIRIT. FOR "WE," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "HAVE BEEN CIRCUMCISED WITH THE CIRCUMCISION MADE WITHOUT HANDS."(2) AND THE PROPHET DECLARES, "CIRCUMCISE THE HARDNESS OF YOUR HEART."(3) BUT THE SABBATHS TAUGHT THAT WE SHOULD CONTINUE DAY BY DAY IN GOD'S SERVICE.(4) "FOR WE HAVE BEEN COUNTED," SAYS THE APOSTLE PAUL, "ALL THE DAY LONG AS SHEEP FOR THE SLAUGHTER;"(5) THAT IS, CONSECRATED [TO GOD], AND MINISTERING CONTINUALLY TO OUR FAITH, AND PERSEVERING IN IT, AND ABSTAINING FROM ALL AVARICE, AND NOT ACQUIRING OR POSSESSING TREASURES UPON EARTH.(6) MOREOVER, THE SABBATH OF GOD (REQUIETIO DEI), THAT IS, THE KINGDOM, WAS, AS IT WERE, INDICATED BY CREATED THINGS; IN WHICH [KINGDOM], THE MAN WHO SHALL HAVE PERSEVERED IN SERVING GOD (DEO ASSISTERE) SHALL, IN A STATE OF REST, PARTAKE OF GOD'S TABLE. 
2. AND THAT MAN WAS NOT JUSTIFIED BY THESE THINGS, BUT THAT THEY WERE GIVEN AS A SIGN TO THE PEOPLE, THIS FACT SHOWS,--THAT ABRAHAM HIMSELF, WITHOUT CIRCUMCISION AND WITHOUT OBSERVANCE OF SABBATHS, "BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS IMPUTED UNTO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND HE WAS CALLED THE FRIEND OF GOD."(7) THEN, AGAIN, LOT, WITHOUT CIRCUMCISION, WAS BROUGHT OUT FROM SODOM, RECEIVING SALVATION FROM GOD. SO ALSO DID NOAH, PLEASING GOD, ALTHOUGH HE WAS UNCIRCUMCISED, RECEIVE THE DIMENSIONS [OF THE ARK], OF THE WORLD OF THE SECOND RACE [OF MEN]. ENOCH, TOO, PLEASING GOD, WITHOUT CIRCUMCISION, DISCHARGED THE OFFICE OF GOD'S LEGATE TO THE ANGELS ALTHOUGH HE WAS A MAN, AND WAS TRANSLATED, AND IS PRESERVED UNTIL NOW AS A WITNESS OF THE JUST JUDGMENT OF GOD, BECAUSE THE ANGELS WHEN THEY HAD TRANSGRESSED FELL TO THE EARTH FOR JUDGMENT, BUT THE MAN WHO PLEASED [GOD] WAS TRANSLATED FOR SALVATION.(8) MOREOVER, ALL THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE RIGHTEOUS MEN WHO LIVED BEFORE ABRAHAM, AND OF THOSE PATRIARCHS WHO PRECEDED MOSES, WERE JUSTIFIED INDEPENDENTLY OF THE THINGS ABOVE MENTIONED, AND WITHOUT THE LAW OF MOSES. AS ALSO MOSES HIMSELF SAYS TO THE PEOPLE IN DEUTERONOMY: "THE LORD THY GOD FORMED A COVENANT IN HOREB. THE LORD FORMED NOT THIS COVENANT WITH YOUR FATHERS, BUT FOR YOU."(9) 
3. WHY, THEN, DID THE LORD NOT FORM THE COVENANT FOR THE FATHERS? BECAUSE "THE LAW WAS NOT ESTABLISHED FOR RIGHTEOUS MEN."(10) BUT THE RIGHTEOUS FATHERS HAD THE MEANING OF THE DECALOGUE WRITTEN IN THEIR HEARTS AND SOULS,(11) THAT IS, THEY LOVED THE GOD WHO MADE THEM, AND DID NO INJURY TO THEIR NEIGHBOUR. THERE WAS THEREFORE NO OCCASION THAT THEY SHOULD BE CAUTIONED BY PROHIBITORY MANDATES (CORREPTORIIS LITERIS),(12) BECAUSE THEY HAD THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW IN THEMSELVES. BUT WHEN THIS RIGHTEOUSNESS AND LOVE TO GOD HAD PASSED INTO OBLIVION, AND BECAME EXTINCT IN EGYPT, GOD DID NECESSARILY, BECAUSE OF HIS GREAT GOODWILL TO MEN, REVEAL HIMSELF BY A VOICE, AND LED THE PEOPLE WITH POWER OUT OF EGYPT, IN ORDER THAT MAN MIGHT AGAIN BECOME THE DISCIPLE AND FOLLOWER OF GOD; AND HE AFFLICTED THOSE WHO WERE DISOBEDIENT, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT CONTEMN THEIR CREATOR; AND HE FED THEM WITH MANNA, THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE FOOD FOR THEIR SOULS (UTI RATIONALEM ACCIPERENT ESCAM); AS ALSO MOSES SAYS IN DEUTERONOMY: "AND FED THEE WITH MANNA, WHICH THY FATHERS DID NOT KNOW, THAT THOU MIGHTEST KNOW THAT MAN CLOTH NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE; BUT BY EVERY WORD OF GOD PROCEEDING OUT OF HIS MOUTH DOTH MAN LIVE."(13) AND IT ENJOINED LOVE TO GOD, AND TAUGHT JUST DEALING TOWARDS OUR NEIGHHOUR, THAT WE SHOULD NEITHER BE UNJUST NOR UNWORTHY OF GOD, WHO PREPARES MAN FOR HIS FRIENDSHIP THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF THE DECALOGUE, AND LIKEWISE FOR AGREEMENT WITH HIS NEIGBBOUR,--MATTERS WHICH DID CERTAINLY PROFIT MAN HIMSELF; GOD, HOWEVER, STANDING IN NO NEED OF ANYTHING FROM MAN. 
4. AND THEREFORE DOES THE SCRIPTURE SAY, "THESE WORDS THE LORD SPAKE TO ALL THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL IN THE MOUNT, AND HE ADDED NO MORE;"(14) FOR, AS I HAVE ALREADY OBSERVED, HE STOOD IN NEED OF NOTHING FROM THEM. AND AGAIN MOSES SAYS: "AND NOW ISRAEL, WHAT CLOTH THE LORD THY GOD REQUIRE OF THEE, BUT TO FEAR THE LORD THY GOD, TO WALK IN ALL HIS WAYS, AND TO LOVE HIM, AND TO SERVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART, AND WITH ALL THY SOUL?"(15) NOW THESE THINGS DID INDEED MAKE MAN GLORIOUS, BY SUPPLYING WHAT WAS WANTING TO HIM, NAMELY, THE FRIENDSHIP OF GOD; BUT THEY PROFITED GOD NOTHING, FOR GOD DID NOT AT ALL STAND IN NEED OF MAN'S LOVE. FOR THE GLORY OF GOD WAS WANTING TO MAN, WHICH HE COULD OBTAIN IN NO OTHER WAY THAN BY SERVING GOD. AND THEREFORE MOSES SAYS TO THEM AGAIN: "CHOOSE LIFE, THAT THOU MAYEST LIVE, AND THY SEED, TO LOVE THE LORD THY GOD, TO HEAR HIS VOICE, TO CLEAVE UNTO HIM; FOR THIS IS THY LIFE, AND THE LENGTH OF THY DAYS."(1) PREPARING MAN FOR THIS LIFE, THE LORD HIMSELF DID SPEAK IN HIS OWN PERSON TO ALL ALIKE THE WORDS OF THE DECALOGUE; AND THEREFORE, IN LIKE MANNER, DO THEY REMAIN PERMANENTLY WITH US,(2) RECEIVING BY MEANS OF HIS ADVENT IN THE FLESH, EXTENSION AND INCREASE, BUT NOT ABROGATION. 
5. THE LAWS OF BONDAGE, HOWEVER, WERE ONE BY ONE PROMULGATED TO THE PEOPLE BY MOSES, SUITED FOR THEIR INSTRUCTION OR FOR THEIR PUNISHMENT, AS MOSES HIMSELF DECLARED: "AND THE LORD COMMANDED ME AT THAT TIME TO TEACH YOU STATUTES AND JUDGMENTS."(3) THESE THINGS, THEREFORE, WHICH WERE GIVEN FOR BONDAGE, AND FOR A SIGN TO THEM, HE CANCELLED BY THE NEW COVENANT OF LIBERTY. BUT HE HAS INCREASED AND WIDENED THOSE LAWS WHICH ARE NATURAL, AND NOBLE, AND COMMON TO ALL, GRANTING TO MEN LARGELY AND WITHOUT GRUDGING, BY MEANS OF ADOPTION, TO KNOW GOD THE FATHER, AND TO LOVE HIM WITH THE WHOLE HEART, AND TO FOLLOW HIS WORD UNSWERVINGLY, WHILE THEY ABSTAIN NOT ONLY FROM EVIL DEEDS, BUT EVEN FROM THE DESIRE AFTER THEM. BUT HE HAS ALSO INCREASED THE FEELING OF REVERENCE; FOR SONS SHOULD HAVE MORE VENERATION THAN SLAVES, AND GREATER LOVE FOR THEIR FATHER. AND THEREFORE THE LORD SAYS, "AS TO EVERY IDLE WORD THAT MEN HAVE SPOKEN, THEY SHALL RENDER AN ACCOUNT FOR IT IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT."(4) AND, "HE WHO HAS LOOKED UPON A WOMAN TO LUST AFTER HER, HATH COMMITTED ADULTERY WITH HER ALREADY IN HIS HEART;"(5) AND, "HE THAT IS ANGRY WITH HIS BROTHER WITHOUT A CAUSE, SHALL BE IN DANGER OF THE JUDGMENT."(6) [ALL THIS IS DECLARED,] THAT WE MAY KNOW THAT WE SHALL GIVE ACCOUNT TO GOD NOT OF DEEDS ONLY, AS SLAVES, BUT EVEN OF WORDS AND THOUGHTS, AS THOSE WHO HAVE TRULY RECEIVED THE POWER OF LIBERTY, IN WHICH [CONDITION] A MAN IS MORE SEVERELY TESTED, WHETHER HE WILL REVERENCE, AND FEAR, AND LOVE THE LORD. AND FOR THIS REASON, PETER SAYS "THAT WE HAVE NOT LIBERTY AS A CLOAK OF MALICIOUSNESS,"(7) BUT AS THE MEANS OF TESTING AND EVIDENCING FAITH. 
CHAP. XVII.--PROOF THAT GOD DID NOT APPOINT THE LEVITICAL DISPENSATION FOR HIS OWN SAKE, OR AS REQUIRING SUCH SERVICE; FOR HE DOES, IN FACT, NEED NOTHING FROM MEN. 
1. MOREOVER, THE PROPHETS INDICATE IN THE FULLEST MANNER THAT GOD STOOD IN NO NEED OF THEIR SLAVISH OBEDIENCE, BUT THAT IT WAS UPON THEIR OWN ACCOUNT THAT HE ENJOINED CERTAIN OBSERVANCES IN THE LAW. AND AGAIN, THAT GOD NEEDED NOT THEIR OBLATION, BUT [MERELY DEMANDED IT], ON ACCOUNT OF MAN HIMSELF WHO OFFERS IT, THE LORD TAUGHT DISTINCTLY, AS I HAVE POINTED OUT. FOR WHEN HE PERCEIVED THEM NEGLECTING RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ABSTAINING FROM THE LOVE OF GOD, AND IMAGINING THAT GOD WAS TO BE PROPITIATED BY SACRIFICES AND THE OTHER TYPICAL OBSERVANCES, SAMUEL DID EVEN THUS SPEAK TO THEM: "GOD DOES NOT DESIRE WHOLE BURNT-OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES, BUT HE WILL HAVE HIS VOICE TO BE HEARKENED TO. BEHOLD, A READY OBEDIENCE IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE, AND TO HEARKEN THAN THE FAT OF RAMS."(8) DAVID ALSO SAYS: "SACRIFICE AND OBLATION THOU DIDST NOT DESIRE, BUT MINE EARS HAST THOU PERFECTED;(9) BURNT-OFFERINGS ALSO FOR SIN THOU HAST NOT REQUIRED."(10) HE THUS TEACHES THEM THAT GOD DESIRES OBEDIENCE, WHICH RENDERS THEM SECURE, RATHER THAN SACRIFICES AND HOLOCAUSTS, WHICH AVAIL THEM NOTHING TOWARDS RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND [BY THIS DECLARATION] HE PROPHESIES THE NEW COVENANT AT THE SAME TIME. STILL CLEARER, TOO, DOES HE SPEAK OF THESE THINGS IN THE FIFTIETH PSALM: "FOR IF THOU HADST DESIRED SACRIFICE, THEN WOULD I HAVE GIVEN IT: THOU WILT NOT DELIGHT IN BURNT- OFFERINGS. THE SACRIFICE OF GOD IS A BROKEN SPIRIT; A BROKEN AND CONTRITE HEART THE LORD WILL NOT DESPISE."(11) BECAUSE, THEREFORE, GOD STANDS IN NEED OF NOTHING, HE DECLARES IN THE PRECEDING PSALM: "I WILL TAKE NO CALVES OUT OF THINE HOUSE, NOR HE-GOATS OUT OF THY FOLD. FOR MINE ARE ALL THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH, THE HERDS AND THE OXEN ON THE MOUNTAINS: I KNOW ALL THE FOWLS OF HEAVEN, AND THE VARIOUS TRIBES(12) OF THE FIELD ARE MINE. IF I WERE HUNGRY, I WOULD NOT TELL THEE: FOR THE WORLD IS MINE, AND THE FULNESS THEREOF. SHALL I EAT THE FLESH OF BULLS, OR DRINK THE BLOOD OF GOATS?"(13) THEN, LEST IT MIGHT BE SUPPOSED THAT HE REFUSED THESE THINGS IN HIS ANGER, HE CONTINUES, GIVING HIM (MAN) COUNSEL: "OFFER UNTO GOD THE SACRIFICE OF PRAISE, AND PAY THY VOWS TO THE MOST HIGH; AND CALL UPON ME IN THE DAY OF THY TROUBLE, AND I WILL DELIVER THEE, AND THOU SHALT GLORIFY ME;"(14) REJECTING, INDEED, THOSE THINGS BY WHICH SINNERS IMAGINED THEY COULD PROPITIATE GOD, AND SHOWING THAT HE DOES HIMSELF STAND IN NEED OF NOTHING; BUT HE EXHORTS AND ADVISES THEM TO THOSE THINGS BY WHICH MAN IS JUSTIFIED AND DRAWS NIGH TO GOD. THIS SAME DECLARATION DOES ESAIAS MAKE: "TO WHAT PURPOSE IS THE MULTITUDE OF YOUR SACRIFICES UNTO ME? SAITH THE LORD. I AM FULL."(1) AND WHEN HE HAD REPUDIATED HOLOCAUSTS, AND SACRIFICES, AND OBLATIONS, AS LIKEWISE THE NEW MOONS, AND THE SABBATHS, AND THE FESTIVALS, AND ALL THE REST OF THE SERVICES ACCOMPANYING THESE, HE CONTINUES, EXHORTING THEM TO WHAT PERTAINED TO SALVATION: "WASH YOU, MAKE YOU CLEAN, TAKE AWAY WICKEDNESS FROM YOUR HEARTS FROM BEFORE MINE EYES: CEASE FROM YOUR EVIL WAYS, LEARN TO DO WELL, SEEK JUDGMENT, RELIEVE THE OPPRESSED, JUDGE THE FATHERLESS, PLEAD FOR THE WIDOW; AND COME, LET US REASON TOGETHER, SAITH THE LORD." 
2. FOR IT WAS NOT BECAUSE HE WAS ANGRY, LIKE A MAN, AS MANY VENTURES TO SAY, THAT HE REJECTED THEIR SACRIFICES; BUT OUT OF COMPASSION TO THEIR BLINDNESS, AND WITH THE VIEW OF SUGGESTING TO THEM THE TRUE SACRIFICE, BY OFFERING WHICH THEY SHALL APPEASE GOD, THAT THEY MAY RECEIVE LIFE FROM HIM. AS HE ELSEWHERE DECLARES: "THE SACRIFICE TO GOD IS AN AFFLICTED HEART: A SWEET SAVOR TO GOD IS A HEART GLORIFYING HIM WHO FORMED IT."(2) FOR IF, WHEN ANGRY, HE HAD REPUDIATED THESE SACRIFICES OF THEIRS, AS IF THEY WERE PERSONS UNWORTHY TO OBTAIN HIS COMPASSION, HE WOULD NOT CERTAINLY HAVE URGED THESE SAME THINGS UPON THEM AS THOSE BY WHICH THEY MIGHT BE SAVED. BUT INASMUCH AS GOD IS MERCIFUL, HE DID NOT CUT THEM OFF FROM GOOD COUNSEL. FOR AFTER HE HAD SAID BY JEREMIAH, "TO WHAT PURPOSE BRING YE ME INCENSE FROM SABA, AND CINNAMON FROM A FAR COUNTRY? YOUR WHOLE BURNT- OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE TO ME;"(3) HE PROCEEDS: "HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD, ALL JUDAH. THESE THINGS SAITH THE LORD, THE GOD OF ISRAEL, MAKE STRAIGHT YOUR WAYS AND YOUR DOINGS, AND I WILL ESTABLISH YOU IN THIS PLACE. PUT NOT YOUR TRUST IN LYING WORDS, FOR THEY WILL NOT AT ALL PROFIT YOU, SAYING, THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD, THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD, IT IS [HERE]."(4) 
3. AND AGAIN, WHEN HE POINTS OUT THAT IT WAS NOT FOR THIS THAT HE LED THEM OUT OF EGYPT, THAT THEY MIGHT OFFER SACRIFICE TO HIM, BUT THAT, FORGETTING THE IDOLATRY OF THE EGYPTIANS, THEY SHOULD BE ABLE TO HEAR THE VOICE OF THE LORD, WHICH WAS TO THEM SALVATION AND GLORY, HE DECLARES BY THIS SAME JEREMIAH: "THUS SAITH THE LORD; COLLECT TOGETHER YOUR BURNT-OFFERINGS WITH YOUR SACRIFICES AND EAT FLESH. FOR I SPOKE NOT UNTO YOUR FATHERS NOR COMMANDED THEM IN THE DAY THAT I BROUGHT THEM OUT OF EGYPT, CONCERNING BURNT-OFFERINGS OR SACRIFICES: BUT THIS WORD I COMMANDED THEM, SAYING, HEAR MY VOICE, AND I WILL BE YOUR GOD, AND YE SHALL BE MY PEOPLE; AND WALK IN ALL MY WAYS WHATSOEVER I HAVE COMMANDED YOU, THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU. BUT THEY OBEYED NOT, NOR HEARKENED; BUT WALKED IN THE IMAGINATIONS OF THEIR OWN EVIL HEART, AND WENT BACKWARDS, AND NOT FORWARDS."(5) AND AGAIN, WHEN HE DECLARES BY THE SAME MAN, "BUT LET HIM THAT GLORIETH, GLORY IN THIS, TO UNDERSTAND AND KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD, WHO DOTH EXERCISE LOVING-KINDNESS, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND JUDGMENT IN THE EARTH;"(6) HE ADDS, "FOR IN THESE THINGS I DELIGHT, SAYS THE LORD," BUT NOT IN SACRIFICES, NOR IN HOLOCAUSTS, NOR IN OBLATIONS. FOR THE PEOPLE DID NOT RECEIVE THESE PRECEPTS AS OF PRIMARY IMPORTANCE (PRINCIPALITER), BUT AS SECONDARY, AND FOR THE REASON ALREADY ALLEGED, AS ISAIAH AGAIN SAYS: "THOU HAST NOT [BROUGHT TO] ME THE SHEEP OF THY HOLOCAUST, NOR IN THY SACRIFICES HAST THOU GLORIFIED ME: THOU HAST NOT SERVED ME IN SACRIFICES, NOR IN [THE MATTER OF] FRANKINCENSE HAST THOU DONE ANYTHING LABORIOUSLY; NEITHER HAST THOU BOUGHT FOR ME INCENSE WITH MONEY, NOR HAVE I DESIRED THE FAT OF THY SACRIFICES; BUT THOU HAST STOOD BEFORE ME IN THY SINS AND IN THINE INIQUITIES."(7) HE SAYS, THEREFORE, "UPON THIS MAN WILL I LOOK, EVEN UPON HIM THAT IS HUMBLE, AND MEEK, AND WHO TREMBLES AT MY WORDS."(8) "FOR THE FAT AND THE FAT FLESH SHALL NOT TAKE AWAY FROM THEE THINE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS."(9) "THIS IS THE FAST WHICH I HAVE CHOSEN, SAITH THE LORD. LOOSE EVERY BAND OF WICKEDNESS, DISSOLVE THE CONNECTIONS OF VIOLENT AGREEMENTS, GIVE REST TO THOSE THAT ARE SHAKEN, AND CANCEL EVERY UNJUST DOCUMENT. DEAL THY BREAD TO THE HUNGRY WILLINGLY, AND LEAD INTO THY HOUSE THE ROOFLESS STRANGER. IF THOU HAST SEEN THE NAKED, COVER HIM, AND THOU SHALT NOT DESPISE THOSE OF THINE OWN FLESH AND BLOOD (DOMESTICOS SEMINIS TUI). THEN SHALL THY MORNING LIGHT BREAK FORTH, AND THY HEALTH SHALL SPRING FORTH MORE SPEEDILY; AND RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL GO BEFORE THEE, AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD SHALL SURROUND THEE: AND WHILST THOU AN YET SPEAKING, I WILL SAY, BEHOLD, HERE I AM."(10) AND ZECHARIAH ALSO, AMONG THE TWELVE PROPHETS, POINTING OUT TO THE PEOPLE THE WILL OF GOD, SAYS: "THESE THINGS DOES THE LORD OMNIPOTENT DECLARE: EXECUTE TRUE JUDGMENT, AND SHOW MERCY AND COMPASSION EACH ONE TO HIS BROTHER. AND OPPRESS NOT THE WIDOW, AND THE ORPHAN, AND THE PROSELYTE, AND THE POOR; AND LET NONE IMAGINE EVIL AGAINST YOUR BROTHER IN HIS HEART."(11) AND AGAIN, HE SAYS: "THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH YE SHALL UTTER. SPEAK YE THE TRUTH EVERY MAN TO HIS NEIGHBOUR, AND EXECUTE PEACEFUL JUDGMENT IN YOUR GATES, AND LET NONE OF YOU IMAGINE EVIL IN HIS HEART AGAINST HIS BROTHER, AND YE SHALL NOT LOVE FALSE SWEARING: FOR ALL THESE THINGS I HATE, SAITH THE LORD ALMIGHTY."(1) MOREOVER, DAVID ALSO SAYS IN LIKE MANNER: "WHAT MAN IS THERE WHO DESIRETH LIFE, AND WOULD FAIN SEE GOOD DAYS? KEEP THY TONGUE FROM EVIL, AND THY LIPS THAT THEY SPEAK NO GUILE. SHUN EVIL, AND DO GOOD: SEEK PEACE, AND PURSUE IT."(2) 
4. FROM ALL THESE IT IS EVIDENT THAT GOD DID NOT SEEK SACRIFICES AND HOLOCAUSTS FROM THEM, BUT FAITH, AND OBEDIENCE, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, BECAUSE OF THEIR SALVATION. AS GOD, WHEN TEACHING THEM HIS WILL IN HOSEA THE PROPHET, SAID, "I DESIRE MERCY RATHER THAN SACRIFICE, AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD MORE THAN BURNT-OFFERINGS."(3) BESIDES, OUR LORD ALSO EXHORTED THEM TO THE SAME EFFECT, WHEN HE SAID, "BUT IF YE HAD KNOWN WHAT [THIS] MEANETH, I WILL HAVE MERCY, AND NOT SACRIFICE, YE WOULD NOT HAVE CONDEMNED THE GUILTLESS."(4) THUS DOES HE BEAR WITNESS TO THE PROPHETS, THAT THEY PREACHED THE TRUTH; BUT ACCUSES THESE MEN (HIS HEARERS) OF BEING FOOLISH THROUGH THEIR OWN FAULT. 
5. AGAIN, GIVING DIRECTIONS TO HIS DISCIPLES TO OFFER TO GOD THE FIRST-FRUITS(5) OF HIS OWN, CREATED THINGS--NOT AS IF HE STOOD IN NEED OF THEM, BUT THAT THEY MIGHT BE THEMSELVES NEITHER UNFRUITFUL NOR UNGRATEFUL--HE TOOK THAT CREATED THING, BREAD, AND GAVE THANKS, AND SAID, "THIS IS MY BODY."(6) AND THE CUP LIKEWISE, WHICH IS PART OF THAT CREATION TO WHICH WE BELONG, HE CONFESSED TO BE HIS BLOOD, AND TAUGHT THE NEW OBLATION OF THE NEW COVENANT; WHICH THE CHURCH RECEIVING FROM THE APOSTLES, OFFERS TO GOD THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD, TO HIM WHO GIVES US AS THE MEANS OF SUBSISTENCE THE FIRST-FRUITS OF HIS OWN GIFTS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, CONCERNING WHICH MALACHI, AMONG THE TWELVE PROPHETS, THUS SPOKE BEFOREHAND: "I HAVE NO PLEASURE IN YOU, SAITH THE LORD OMNIPOTENT, AND I WILL NOT ACCEPT SACRIFICE AT YOUR HANDS. FOR FROM THE RISING OF THE SUN, UNTO THE GOING DOWN [OF THE SAME], MY NAME IS GLORIFIED AMONG THE GENTILES, AND IN EVERY PLACE INCENSE IS OFFERED TO MY NAME, AND A PURE SACRIFICE; FOR GREAT IS MY NAME AMONG THE GENTILES, SAITH THE LORD OMNIPOTENT;"(7)--INDICATING IN THE PLAINEST MANNER, BY THESE WORDS, THAT THE FORMER PEOPLE [THE JEWS] SHALL INDEED CEASE TO MAKE OFFERINGS TO GOD, BUT THAT IN EVERY PLACE SACRIFICE SHALL BE OFFERED TO HIM, AND THAT A PURE ONE; AND HIS NAME IS GLORIFIED AMONG THE GENTILES.(8) 
6. BUT WHAT OTHER NAME IS THERE WHICH IS GLORIFIED AMONG THE GENTILES THAN THAT OF OUR LORD, BY WHOM THE FATHER IS GLORIFIED, AND MAN ALSO? AND BECAUSE IT IS [THE NAME] OF HIS OWN SON, WHO WAS MADE MAN BY HIM, HE CALLS IT HIS OWN. JUST AS A KING, IF HE HIMSELF PAINTS A LIKENESS OF HIS SON, IS RIGHT IN CALLING THIS LIKENESS HIS OWN, FOR BOTH THESE REASONS, BECAUSE IT IS [THE LIKENESS] OF HIS SON, AND BECAUSE IT IS HIS OWN PRODUCTION; SO ALSO DOES THE FATHER CONFESS THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST, WHICH IS THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD GLORIFIED IN THE CHURCH, TO BE HIS OWN, BOTH BECAUSE IT IS THAT OF HIS SON, AND BECAUSE HE WHO THUS DESCRIBES IT GAVE HIM FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN. SINCE, THEREFORE, THE NAME OF THE SON BELONGS TO THE FATHER, AND SINCE IN THE OMNIPOTENT GOD THE CHURCH MAKES OFFERINGS THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, HE SAYS WELL ON BOTH THESE GROUNDS, "AND IN EVERY PLACE INCENSE IS OFFERED TO MY NAME, AND A PURE SACRIFICE." NOW JOHN, IN THE APOCALYPSE, DECLARES THAT THE "INCENSE" IS "THE PRAYERS OF THE SAINTS."(9) 
CHAP. XVIII.--CONCERNING SACRIFICES AND OBLATIONS, AND THOSE WHO TRULY OFFER THEM. 
1. THE OBLATION OF THE CHURCH, THEREFORE, WHICH THE LORD GAVE INSTRUCTIONS TO BE OFFERED THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD, IS ACCOUNTED WITH GOD A PURE SACRIFICE, AND IS ACCEPTABLE TO HIM; NOT THAT HE STANDS IN NEED OF A SACRIFICE FROM US, BUT THAT HE WHO OFFERS IS HIMSELF GLORIFIED IN WHAT HE DOES OFFER, IF HIS GIFT BE ACCEPTED. FOR BY THE GIFT BOTH HONOUR AND AFFECTION ARE SHOWN FORTH TOWARDS THE KING; AND THE LORD, WISHING US TO OFFER IT IN ALL SIMPLICITY AND INNOCENCE, DID EXPRESS HIMSELF THUS: "THEREFORE, WHEN THOU OFFEREST THY GIFT UPON THE ALTAR, AND SHALT REMEMBER THAT THY BROTHER HATH OUGHT AGAINST THEE, LEAVE THY GIFT BEFORE THE ALTAR, AND GO THY WAY; FIRST BE RECONCILED TO THY BROTHER, AND THEN RETURN AND OFFER THY GIFT."(10) WE ARE BOUND, THEREFORE, TO OFFER TO GOD THE FIRST-FRUITS OF HIS CREATION, AS MOSES ALSO SAYS, "THOU SHALT NOT APPEAR IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD THY GOD EMPTY;"(11) SO THAT MAN, BEING ACCOUNTED AS GRATEFUL, BY THOSE THINGS IN WHICH HE HAS SHOWN HIS GRATITUDE, MAY RECEIVE THAT HONOUR WHICH FLOWS FROM HIM.(12) 
2. AND THE CLASS OF OBLATIONS IN GENERAL HAS NOT BEEN SET ASIDE; FOR THERE WERE BOTH OBLATIONS THERE [AMONG THE JEWS], AND THERE ARE OBLATIONS HERE [AMONG THE CHRISTIANS]. SACRIFICES THERE WERE AMONG THE PEOPLE; SACRIFICES THERE ARE, TOO, IN THE CHURCH: BUT THE SPECIES ALONE HAS BEEN CHANGED, INASMUCH AS THE OFFERING IS NOW MADE, NOT BY SLAVES, BUT BY FREEMEN. FOR THE LORD IS [EVER] ONE AND THE SAME; BUT THE CHARACTER OF A SERVILE OBLATION IS PECULIAR [TO ITSELF], AS IS ALSO THAT OF FREEMEN, IN ORDER THAT, BY THE VERY OBLATIONS, THE INDICATION OF LIBERTY MAY BE SET FORTH. FOR WITH HIM THERE IS NOTHING PURPOSELESS, NOR WITHOUT SIGNIFICATION, NOR WITHOUT DESIGN. AND FOR THIS REASON THEY (THE JEWS) HAD INDEED THE TITHES OF THEIR GOODS CONSECRATED TO HIM, BUT THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED LIBERTY SET ASIDE ALL THEIR POSSESSIONS FOR THE LORD'S PURPOSES, BESTOWING JOYFULLY AND FREELY NOT THE LESS VALUABLE PORTIONS OF THEIR PROPERTY, SINCE THEY HAVE THE HOPE OF BETTER THINGS [HEREAFTER]; AS THAT POOR WIDOW ACTED WHO CAST ALL HER LIVING INTO THE TREASURY OF GOD.(1) 
3. FOR AT THE BEGINNING GOD HAD RESPECT TO THE GIFTS OF ABEL, BECAUSE HE OFFERED WITH SINGLE- MINDEDNESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS; BUT HE HAD NO RESPECT UNTO THE OFFERING OF CAIN, BECAUSE HIS HEART WAS DIVIDED WITH ENVY AND MALICE, WHICH HE CHERISHED AGAINST HIS BROTHER, AS GOD SAYS WHEN REPROVING HIS HIDDEN [THOUGHTS], "THOUGH THOU OFFEREST RIGHTLY, YET, IF THOU DOST NOT DIVIDE RIGHTLY, HAST THOU NOT SINNED? BE AT REST;"(2) 
SINCE GOD IS NOT APPEASED BY SACRIFICE. FOR IF ANY ONE SHALL ENDEAVOR TO OFFER A SACRIFICE MERELY TO OUTWARD APPEARANCE, UNEXCEPTIONABLY, IN DUE ORDER, AND ACCORDING TO APPOINTMENT, WHILE IN HIS SOUL HE DOES NOT ASSIGN TO HIS NEIGHBOR THAT FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM WHICH IS RIGHT AND PROPER, NOR IS UNDER THE FEAR OF GOD;--HE WHO THUS CHERISHES SECRET SIN DOES NOT DECEIVE GOD BY THAT SACRIFICE WHICH IS OFFERED CORRECTLY AS TO OUTWARD APPEARANCE; NOR WILL SUCH AN OBLATION PROFIT HIM ANYTHING, BUT [ONLY] THE GIVING UP OF THAT EVIL WHICH HAS BEEN CONCEIVED WITHIN HIM, SO THAT SIN MAY NOT THE MORE, BY MEANS OF THE HYPOCRITICAL ACTION, RENDER HIM THE DESTROYER OF HIMSELF.(3) WHEREFORE DID THE LORD ALSO DECLARE: "WOE UNTO YOU, SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, HYPOCRITES, FOR YE ARE LIKE WHITED SEPULCHERS. FOR THE SEPULCHER APPEARS BEAUTIFUL OUTSIDE, BUT WITHIN IT IS FULL OF DEAD MEN'S BONES, AND ALL UNCLEANNESS; EVEN SO YE ALSO OUTWARDLY APPEAR RIGHTEOUS UNTO MEN, BUT WITHIN YE ARE FULL OF WICKEDNESS AND HYPOCRISY."(4) FOR WHILE THEY WERE THOUGHT TO OFFER CORRECTLY SO FAR AS OUTWARD APPEARANCE WENT, THEY HAD IN THEMSELVES JEALOUSY LIKE TO CAIN; THEREFORE THEY SLEW THE JUST ONE, SLIGHTING THE COUNSEL OF THE WORD, AS DID ALSO CAIN. FOR [GOD] SAID TO HIM, "BE AT REST;" BUT HE DID NOT ASSENT. NOW WHAT ELSE IS IT TO "BE AT REST" THAN TO FOREGO PURPOSED VIOLENCE? AND SAYING SIMILAR THINGS TO THESE MEN, HE DECLARES: "THOU BLIND PHARISEE, CLEANSE THAT WHICH IS WITHIN THE CUP, THAT THE OUTSIDE MAY BE CLEAN ALSO."(5) AND THEY DID NOT LISTEN TO HIM. FOR JEREMIAH SAYS, "BEHOLD, NEITHER THINE EYES NOR THY HEART ARE GOOD; BUT [THEY ARE TURNED] TO THY COVETOUSNESS, AND TO SHED INNOCENT BLOOD, AND FOR INJUSTICE, AND FOR MAN-SLAYING, THAT THOU MAYEST DO IT."(6) AND AGAIN ISAIAH SAITH, "YE HAVE TAKEN COUNSEL, BUT NOT OF ME; AND MADE COVENANTS, [BUT] NOT BY MY SPIRIT."(7) IN ORDER, THEREFORE, THAT THEIR INNER WISH AND THOUGHT, BEING BROUGHT TO LIGHT, MAY SHOW THAT GOD IS WITHOUT BLAME, AND WORKETH NO EVIL--THAT GOD WHO REVEALS WHAT IS HIDDEN [IN THE HEART], BUT WHO WORKETH NOT EVIL--WHEN CAIN WAS BY NO MEANS AT REST, HE SAITH TO HIM: "TO THEE SHALL BE HIS DESIRE, AND THOU SHALT RULE OVER HIM."(8) THUS DID HE IN LIKE MANNER SPEAK TO PILATE: "THOU SHOULDEST HAVE NO POWER AT ALL AGAINST ME, UNLESS IT WERE GIVEN THEE FROM ABOVE;"(9) GOD ALWAYS GIVING UP THE RIGHTEOUS ONE [IN THIS LIFE TO SUFFERING], THAT HE, HAVING BEEN TESTED BY WHAT HE SUFFERED AND ENDURED, MAY [AT LAST] BE ACCEPTED; BUT THAT THE EVILDOER, BEING JUDGED BY THE ACTIONS HE HAS PERFORMED, MAY BE REJECTED. SACRIFICES, THEREFORE, DO NOT SANCTIFY A MAN, FOR GOD STANDS IN NO NEED OF SACRIFICE; BUT IT IS THE CONSCIENCE OF THE OFFERER THAT SANCTIFIES THE SACRIFICE WHEN IT IS PURE, AND THUS MOVES GOD TO ACCEPT [THE OFFERING] AS FROM A FRIEND. "BUT THE SINNER," SAYS HE, "WHO KILLS A CALF [IN SACRIFICE] TO ME, IS AS IF HE SLEW A DOG."(10) 
4. INASMUCH, THEN, AS THE CHURCH OFFERS WITH SINGLE-MINDEDNESS, HER GIFT IS JUSTLY RECKONED A PURE SACRIFICE WITH GOD. AS PAUL ALSO SAYS TO THE PHILIPPIANS, "I AM FULL, HAVING RECEIVED FROM EPAPHRODITUS THE THINGS THAT WERE SENT FROM YOU, THE ODOR OF A SWEET SMELL, A SACRIFICE ACCEPTABLE, PLEASING TO GOD."(11) FOR IT BEHOOVES US TO MAKE AN OBLATION TO GOD, AND IN ALL THINGS TO BE FOUND GRATEFUL TO GOD OUR MAKER, IN A PURE MIND, AND IN FAITH WITHOUT HYPOCRISY, IN WELL-GROUNDED HOPE, IN FERVENT LOVE, OFFERING THE FIRST-FRUITS OF HIS OWN CREATED THINGS. AND THE CHURCH ALONE OFFERS THIS PURE OBLATION TO THE CREATOR, OFFERING TO HIM, WITH GIVING OF THANKS, [THE THINGS TAKEN] FROM HIS CREATION. BUT THE JEWS DO NOT OFFER THUS: FOR THEIR HANDS ARE FULL OF BLOOD; FOR THEY HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE WORD, THROUGH WHOM IT IS OFFERED TO GOD.(1) NOR, AGAIN, DO ANY OF THE CONVENTICLES (SYNAGOGUE) OF THE HERETICS [OFFER THIS]. FOR SOME, BY MAINTAINING THAT THE FATHER IS DIFFERENT FROM THE CREATOR, DO, WHEN THEY OFFER TO HIM WHAT BELONGS TO THIS CREATION OF OURS, SET HIM FORTH AS BEING COVETOUS OF ANOTHER'S PROPERTY, AND DESIROUS OF WHAT IS NOT HIS OWN. THOSE, AGAIN, WHO MAINTAIN THAT THE THINGS AROUND US ORIGINATED FROM APOSTASY, IGNORANCE, AND PASSION, DO, WHILE OFFERING UNTO HIM THE FRUITS OF IGNORANCE, PASSION, AND APOSTASY, SIN AGAINST THEIR FATHER, RATHER SUBJECTING HIM TO INSULT THAN GIVING HIM THANKS. BUT HOW CAN THEY BE CONSISTENT WITH THEMSELVES, [WHEN THEY SAY] THAT THE BREAD OVER WHICH THANKS HAVE BEEN GIVEN IS THE BODY OF THEIR LORD,(2) AND THE CUP HIS BLOOD, IF THEY DO NOT CALL HIMSELF THE SON OF THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD, THAT IS, HIS WORD, THROUGH WHOM THE WOOD FRUCTIFIES, AND THE FOUNTAINS GUSH FORTH, AND THE EARTH GIVES "FIRST THE BLADE, THEN THE EAR, THEN THE FULL CORN IN THE EAR."(3) 
5. THEN, AGAIN, HOW CAN THEY SAY THAT THE FLESH, WHICH IS NOURISHED WITH THE BODY OF THE LORD AND WITH HIS BLOOD, GOES TO CORRUPTION, AND DOES NOT PARTAKE OF LIFE? LET THEM, THEREFORE, EITHER ALTER THEIR OPINION, OR CEASE FROM OFFERING THE THINGS JUST MENTIONED.(4) BUT OUR OPINION IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE EUCHARIST, AND THE EUCHARIST IN TURN ESTABLISHES OUR OPINION. FOR WE OFFER TO HIM HIS OWN, ANNOUNCING CONSISTENTLY THE FELLOWSHIP AND UNION OF THE FLESH AND SPIRIT.(5) FOR AS THE BREAD, WHICH IS PRODUCED FROM THE EARTH, WHEN IT RECEIVES THE INVOCATION OF GOD, IS NO LONGER COMMON BREAD,(6) BUT THE EUCHARIST, CONSISTING OF TWO REALITIES, EARTHLY AND HEAVENLY; SO ALSO OUR BODIES, WHEN THEY RECEIVE THE EUCHARIST, ARE NO LONGER CORRUPTIBLE, HAVING THE HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION TO ETERNITY. 
6. NOW WE MAKE OFFERING TO HIM, NOT AS THOUGH HE STOOD IN NEED OF IT, BUT RENDERING THANKS FOR HIS GIFT,(7) AND THUS SANCTIFYING WHAT HAS BEEN CREATED. FOR EVEN AS GOD DOES NOT NEED OUR POSSESSIONS, SO DO WE NEED TO OFFER SOMETHING TO GOD; AS SOLOMON SAYS: "HE THAT HATH PITY UPON THE POOR, LENDETH UNTO THE LORD."(8) FOR GOD, WHO STANDS IN NEED OF NOTHING, TAKES OUR GOOD WORKS TO HIMSELF FOR THIS PURPOSE, THAT HE MAY GRANT US A RECOMPENSE OF HIS OWN GOOD THINGS, AS OUR LORD SAYS: "COME, YE BLESSED OF MY FATHER, RECEIVE THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU. FOR I WAS AN HUNGERED, AND YE GAVE ME TO EAT: I WAS THIRSTY, AND YE GAVE ME DRINK: I WAS A STRANGER, AND YE TOOK ME IN: NAKED, AND YE CLOTHED ME; SICK, AND YE VISITED ME; IN PRISON, AND YE CAME TO ME."(9) AS, THEREFORE, HE DOES NOT STAND IN NEED OF THESE [SERVICES], YET DOES DESIRE THAT WE SHOULD RENDER THEM FOR OUR OWN BENEFIT, LEST WE BE UNFRUITFUL; SO DID THE WORD GIVE TO THE PEOPLE THAT VERY PRECEPT AS TO THE MAKING OF OBLATIONS, ALTHOUGH HE STOOD IN NO NEED OF THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT LEARN TO SERVE GOD: THUS IS IT, THEREFORE, ALSO HIS WILL THAT WE, TOO, SHOULD OFFER A GIFT AT THE ALTAR, FREQUENTLY AND WITHOUT INTERMISSION. THE ALTAR, THEN, IS IN HEAVEN(10) (FOR TOWARDS THAT PLACE ARE OUR PRAYERS AND OBLATIONS DIRECTED); THE TEMPLE LIKEWISE [IS THERE], AS JOHN SAYS IN THE APOCALYPSE, "AND THE TEMPLE OF GOD WAS OPENED:"(11) THE TABERNACLE ALSO: "FOR, BEHOLD," HE SAYS, "THE TABERNACLE OF GOD, IN WHICH HE WILL DWELL WITH MEN." 
CHAP. XIX.--EARTHLY THINGS MAY BE THE TYPE OF HEAVENLY, BUT THE LATTER CANNOT BE THE TYPES OF OTHERS STILL SUPERIOR AND UNKNOWN; NOR CAN WE, WITHOUT ABSOLUTE MADNESS, MAINTAIN THAT GOD IS KNOWN TO US ONLY AS THE TYPE OF A STILL UNKNOWN AND SUPERIOR BEING. 
1. NOW THE GIFTS, OBLATIONS, AND ALL THE SACRIFICES, DID THE PEOPLE RECEIVE IN A FIGURE, AS WAS SHOWN TO MOSES IN THE MOUNT, FROM ONE AND THE SAME GOD, WHOSE NAME IS NOW GLORIFIED IN THE CHURCH AMONG ALL NATIONS. BUT IT IS CONGRUOUS THAT THOSE EARTHLY THINGS, INDEED, WHICH ARE SPREAD ALL AROUND US, SHOULD BE TYPES OF THE CELESTIAL, BEING [BOTH], HOWEVER, CREATED BY THE SAME GOD. FOR IN NO OTHER WAY COULD HE ASSIMILATE AN IMAGE OF SPIRITUAL THINGS [TO SUIT OUR COMPREHENSION]. BUT TO ALLEGE THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE SUPER-CELESTIAL AND SPIRITUAL, AND, AS FAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED, INVISIBLE AND INEFFABLE, ARE IN THEIR TURN THE TYPES OF CELESTIAL THINGS AND OF ANOTHER PLEROMA, AND [TO SAY] THAT GOD IS THE IMAGE OF ANOTHER FATHER, IS TO PLAY THE PART BOTH OF WANDERERS FROM THE TRUTH, AND OF ABSOLUTELY FOOLISH AND STUPID PERSONS. FOR, AS I HAVE REPEATEDLY SHOWN, SUCH PERSONS WILL FIND IT NECESSARY TO BE CONTINUALLY FINDING OUT TYPES OF TYPES, AND IMAGES OF IMAGES, AND WILL NEVER [BE ABLE TO] FIX THEIR MINDS ON ONE AND THE TRUE GOD. FOR THEIR IMAGINATIONS RANGE BEYOND GOD, THEY HAVING IN THEIR HEARTS SURPASSED THE MASTER HIMSELF, BEING INDEED IN IDEA ELATED AND EXALTED ABOVE [HIM], BUT IN REALITY, TURNING AWAY FROM THE TRUE GOD. 
2. TO THESE PERSONS ONE MAY WITH JUSTICE SAY (AS SCRIPTURE ITSELF SUGGESTS), TO WHAT DISTANCE ABOVE GOD DO YE LIFT UP YOUR IMAGINATIONS, O YE RASHLY ELATED MEN? YE HAVE HEARD "THAT THE HEAVENS ARE METED OUT IN THE PALM OF [HIS] HAND:"(1) TELL ME THE MEASURE, AND RECOUNT THE ENDLESS MULTITUDE OF CUBITS, EXPLAIN TO ME THE FULNESS, THE BREADTH, THE LENGTH, THE HEIGHT, THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE MEASUREMENT, THINGS WHICH THE HEART OF MAN UNDERSTANDS NOT, NEITHER DOES IT COMPREHEND THEM. FOR THE HEAVENLY TREASURIES ARE INDEED GREAT: GOD CANNOT BE MEASURED IN THE HEART, AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE IS HE IN THE MIND; HE WHO HOLDS THE EARTH IN THE HOLLOW OF HIS HAND. WHO PERCEIVES THE MEASURE OF HIS RIGHT HAND? WHO KNOWETH HIS FINGER? OR WHO DOTH UNDERSTAND HIS HAND,--THAT HAND WHICH MEASURES IMMENSITY; THAT HAND WHICH, BY ITS OWN MEASURE, SPREADS OUT THE MEASURE OF THE HEAVENS, AND WHICH COMPRISES IN ITS HOLLOW THE EARTH WITH THE ABYSSES; WHICH CONTAINS IN ITSELF THE BREADTH, AND LENGTH, AND THE DEEP BELOW, AND THE HEIGHT ABOVE OF THE WHOLE CREATION; WHICH IS SEEN, WHICH IS HEARD AND UNDERSTOOD, AND WHICH IS INVISIBLE? AND FOR THIS REASON, GOD IS "ABOVE ALL PRINCIPALITY, AND POWER, AND DOMINION, AND EVERY NAME THAT IS NAMED,"(2) OF ALL THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN CREATED AND ESTABLISHED. HE IT IS WHO FILLS THE HEAVENS, AND VIEWS THE ABYSSES, WHO IS ALSO PRESENT WITH EVERY ONE OF US. FOR HE SAYS, "AM I A GOD AT HAND, AND NOT A GOD AFAR OFF? IF ANY MAN, IS HID IN SECRET PLACES, SHALL I NOT SEE HIM?"(3) FOR HIS HAND LAYS HOLD OF ALL THINGS, AND THAT IT IS WHICH ILLUMINES THE HEAVENS, AND LIGHTENS ALSO THE THINGS WHICH ARE UNDER THE HEAVENS, AND TRIETH THE REINS AND THE HEARTS, IS ALSO PRESENT IN HIDDEN THINGS, AND IN OUR SECRET [THOUGHTS], AND DOES OPENLY NOURISH AND PRESERVE US. 
3. BUT IF MAN COMPREHENDS NOT THE FULNESS AND THE GREATNESS OF HIS HAND, HOW SHALL ANY ONE BE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND OR KNOW IN HIS HEART SO GREAT A GOD? YET, AS IF THEY HAD NOW MEASURED AND THOROUGHLY INVESTIGATED HIM, AND EXPLORED HIM ON EVERY SIDE? THEY FEIGN THAT BEYOND HIM THERE EXISTS ANOTHER PLEROMA OF AEONS, AND ANOTHER FATHER; CERTAINLY NOT LOOKING UP TO CELESTIAL THINGS, BUT TRULY DESCENDING INTO A PROFOUND ABYSS (BYTHUS) OF MADNESS; MAINTAINING THAT THEIR FATHER EXTENDS ONLY TO THE BORDER OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE BEYOND THE PLEROMA, BUT THAT, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE DEMIURGE DOES NOT REACH SO FAR AS THE PLEROMA; AND THUS THEY REPRESENT NEITHER OF THEM AS BEING PERFECT AND COMPREHENDING ALL THINGS. FOR THE FORMER WILL BE DEFECTIVE IN REGARD TO THE WHOLE WORLD FORMED OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA, AND THE LATTER IN RESPECT OF THAT [IDEAL] WORLD WHICH WAS FORMED WITHIN THE PLEROMA; AND [THEREFORE] NEITHER OF THESE CAN BE THE GOD OF ALL. BUT THAT NO ONE CAN FULLY DECLARE THE GOODNESS OF GOD FROM THE THINGS MADE BY HIM, IS A POINT EVIDENT TO ALL. AND THAT HIS GREATNESS IS NOT DEFECTIVE, BUT CONTAINS ALL THINGS, AND EXTENDS EVEN TO US, AND IS WITH US, EVERY ONE WILL CONFESS WHO ENTERTAINS WORTHY CONCEPTIONS OF GOD. 
CHAP. XX.--THAT ONE GOD FORMED ALL THINGS IN THE WORLD, BY MEANS OF THE WORD AND THE HOLY SPIRIT: AND THAT ALTHOUGH HE IS TO US IN THIS LIFE INVISIBLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE, NEVERTHELESS HE IS NOT UNKNOWN; INASMUCH AS HIS WORKS DO DECLARE HIM, AND HIS WORD HAS SHOWN THAT IN MANY MODES HE MAY BE SEEN AND KNOWN. 
1. AS REGARDS HIS GREATNESS, THEREFORE, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO KNOW GOD, FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE FATHER CAN BE MEASURED; BUT AS REGARDS HIS LOVE (FOR THIS IT IS WHICH LEADS US TO GOD BY HIS WORD), WHEN WE OBEY HIM, WE DO ALWAYS LEARN THAT THERE IS SO GREAT A GOD, AND THAT IT IS HE WHO BY HIMSELF HAS ESTABLISHED, AND SELECTED, AND ADORNED, AND CONTAINS ALL THINGS; AND AMONG THE ALL THINGS, BOTH OURSELVES AND THIS OUR WORLD. WE ALSO THEN WERE MADE, ALONG WITH THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE CONTAINED BY HIM. AND THIS IS HE OF WHOM THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, "AND GOD FORMED MAN, TAKING CLAY OF THE EARTH, AND BREATHED INTO HIS FACE THE BREATH OF LIFE."(5) IT WAS NOT ANGELS, THEREFORE, WHO MADE US, NOR WHO FORMED US, NEITHER HAD ANGELS POWER TO MAKE AN IMAGE OF GOD, NOR ANY ONE ELSE, EXCEPT THE WORD OF THE LORD, NOR ANY POWER REMOTELY DISTANT FROM THE FATHER OF ALL THINGS. FOR GOD DID NOT STAND IN NEED OF THESE [BEINGS], IN ORDER TO THE ACCOMPLISHING OF WHAT HE HAD HIMSELF DETERMINED WITH HIMSELF BEFOREHAND SHOULD BE DONE, AS IF HE DID NOT POSSESS HIS OWN HANDS. FOR WITH HIM WERE ALWAYS PRESENT THE WORD AND WISDOM, THE SON AND THE SPIRIT, BY WHOM AND IN WHOM, FREELY AND SPONTANEOUSLY, HE MADE ALL THINGS, TO WHOM ALSO HE SPEAKS, SAYING, "LET US MAKE MAN AFTER OUR IMAGE AND LIKENESS;"(1) HE TAKING FROM HIMSELF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE CREATURES [FORMED], AND THE PATTERN OF THINGS MADE, AND THE TYPE OF ALL THE ADORNMENTS IN THE WORLD. 
2. TRULY, THEN, THE SCRIPTURE DECLARED, WHICH SAYS, "FIRST(2) OF ALL BELIEVE THAT THERE IS ONE GOD, WHO HAS ESTABLISHED ALL THINGS, AND COMPLETED THEM, AND HAVING CAUSED THAT FROM WHAT HAD NO BEING, ALL THINGS SHOULD COME INTO EXISTENCE:" HE WHO CONTAINS ALL THINGS, AND IS HIMSELF CONTAINED BY NO ONE. RIGHTLY ALSO HAS MALACHI SAID AMONG THE PROPHETS: "IS IT NOT ONE GOD WHO HATH ESTABLISHED US? HAVE WE NOT ALL ONE FATHER?"(3) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS, TOO, DOES THE APOSTLE SAY, "THERE IS ONE GOD, THE FATHER, WHO IS ABOVE ALL, AND IN US ALL."(4) LIKEWISE DOES THE LORD ALSO SAY: "ALL THINGS ARE DELIVERED TO ME BY MY FATHER;"(5) MANIFESTLY BY HIM WHO MADE ALL THINGS; FOR HE DID NOT DELIVER TO HIM THE THINGS OF ANOTHER, BUT HIS OWN. BUT IN ALL THINGS [IT IS IMPLIED THAT] NOTHING HAS BEEN KEPT BACK [FROM HIM], AND FOR THIS REASON THE SAME PERSON IS THE JUDGE OF THE LIVING AND THE DEAD; "HAVING THE KEY OF DAVID: HE SHALL OPEN, AND NO MAN SHALL SHUT: HE SHALL SHUT, AND NO MAN SHALL OPEN."(6) FOR NO ONE WAS ABLE, EITHER IN HEAVEN OR IN EARTH, OR UNDER THE EARTH, TO OPEN THE BOOK OF THE FATHER, OR TO BEHOLD HIM, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE LAMB WHO WAS SLAIN, AND WHO REDEEMED US WITH HIS OWN BLOOD, RECEIVING POWER OVER ALL THINGS FROM THE SAME GOD WHO MADE ALL THINGS BY THE WORD, AND ADORNED THEM BY [HIS] WISDOM, WHEN "THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH;" THAT EVEN AS THE WORD OF GOD HAD THE SOVEREIGNTY IN THE HEAVENS, SO ALSO MIGHT HE HAVE THE SOVEREIGNTY IN EARTH, INASMUCH AS [HE WAS] A RIGHTEOUS MAN, "WHO DID NO SIN, NEITHER WAS THERE FOUND GUILE IN HIS MOUTH;"(7) AND THAT HE MIGHT HAVE THE PRE-EMINENCE OVER THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE UNDER THE EARTH, HE HIMSELF BEING MADE "THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN OF THE DEAD;"(8) AND THAT ALL THINGS, AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, MIGHT BEHOLD THEIR KING; AND THAT THE PATERNAL LIGHT MIGHT MEET WITH AND REST UPON THE FLESH OF OUR LORD, AND COME TO US FROM HIS RESPLENDENT FLESH, AND THAT THUS MAN MIGHT ATTAIN TO IMMORTALITY, HAVING BEEN INVESTED WITH THE PATERNAL LIGHT. 
3. I HAVE ALSO LARGELY DEMONSTRATED, THAT THE WORD, NAMELY THE SON, WAS ALWAYS WITH THE FATHER; AND THAT WISDOM ALSO, WHICH IS THE SPIRIT, WAS PRESENT WITH HIM, ANTERIOR TO ALL CREATION, HE DECLARES BY SOLOMON: "GOD BY WISDOM FOUNDED THE EARTH, AND BY UNDERSTANDING HATH HE ESTABLISHED THE HEAVEN. BY HIS KNOWLEDGE THE DEPTHS BURST FORTH, AND THE CLOUDS DROPPED DOWN THE DEW."(9) AND AGAIN: "THE LORD CREATED ME THE BEGINNING OF HIS WAYS IN HIS WORK: HE SET ME UP FROM EVERLASTING, IN THE BEGINNING, BEFORE HE MADE THE EARTH, BEFORE HE ESTABLISHED THE DEPTHS, AND BEFORE THE FOUNTAINS OF WATERS GUSHED FORTH; BEFORE THE MOUNTAINS WERE MADE STRONG, AND BEFORE ALL THE HILLS, HE BROUGHT ME FORTH."(10) AND AGAIN: "WHEN HE PREPARED THE HEAVEN, I WAS WITH HIM, AND WHEN HE ESTABLISHED THE FOUNTAINS OF THE DEEP; WHEN HE MADE THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH STRONG, I WAS WITH HIM PREPARING [THEM]. I WAS HE IN WHOM HE REJOICED, AND THROUGHOUT ALL TIME I WAS DAILY GLAD BEFORE HIS FACE, WHEN HE REJOICED AT THE COMPLETION OF THE WORLD, AND WAS DELIGHTED IN THE SONS OF MEN."(11) 
4. THERE IS THEREFORE ONE GOD, WHO BY THE WORD AND WISDOM CREATED AND ARRANGED ALL THINGS; BUT THIS IS THE CREATOR (DEMIURGE) WHO HAS GRANTED THIS WORLD TO THE HUMAN RACE, AND WHO, AS REGARDS HIS GREATNESS, IS INDEED UNKNOWN TO ALL WHO HAVE BEEN MADE BY HIM (FOR NO MAN HAS SEARCHED OUT HIS HEIGHT, EITHER AMONG THE ANCIENTS WHO HAVE GONE TO THEIR REST, OR ANY OF THOSE WHO ARE NOW ALIVE); BUT AS REGARDS HIS LOVE, HE IS ALWAYS KNOWN THROUGH HIM BY WHOSE MEANS HE ORDAINED ALL THINGS. NOW THIS IS HIS WORD, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO IN THE LAST TIMES WAS MADE A MAN AMONG MEN, THAT HE MIGHT JOIN THE END TO THE BEGINNING, THAT IS, MAN TO GOD. WHEREFORE THE PROPHETS, RECEIVING THE PROPHETIC GIFT FROM THE SAME WORD, ANNOUNCED HIS ADVENT ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, BY WHICH THE BLENDING AND COMMUNION OF GOD AND MAN TOOK PLACE ACCORDING TO THE GOOD PLEASURE OF THE FATHER, THE WORD OF GOD FORETELLING FROM THE BEGINNING THAT GOD SHOULD BE SEEN BY MEN, AND HOLD CONVERSE WITH THEM UPON EARTH, SHOULD CONFER WITH THEM, AND SHOULD BE PRESENT WITH HIS OWN CREATION, SAVING IT, AND BECOMING CAPABLE OF BEING PERCEIVED BY IT, AND FREEING US FROM THE HANDS OF ALL THAT HATE US, THAT IS, FROM EVERY SPIRIT OF WICKEDNESS; AND CAUSING US TO SERVE HIM IN HOLINESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS ALL OUR DAYS,(12) IN ORDER THAT MAN, HAVING EMBRACED THE SPIRIT OF GOD, MIGHT PASS INTO THE GLORY OF THE FATHER. 
5. THESE THINGS DID THE PROPHETS SET FORTH IN A PROPHETICAL MANNER; BUT THEY DID NOT, AS SOME ALLEGE, [PROCLAIM] THAT HE WHO WAS SEEN BY THE PROPHETS WAS A DIFFERENT [GOD], THE FATHER OF ALL BEING INVISIBLE. YET THIS IS WHAT THOSE [HERETICS] DECLARE, WHO ARE ALTOGETHER IGNORANT OF THE NATURE OF PROPHECY. FOR PROPHECY IS A PREDICTION OF THINGS FUTURE, THAT IS, A SETTING FORTH BEFOREHAND OF THOSE THINGS WHICH SHALL BE AFTERWARDS. THE PROPHETS, THEN, INDICATED BEFOREHAND THAT GOD SHOULD BE SEEN BY MEN; AS THE LORD ALSO SAYS, "BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD."(1) BUT IN RESPECT TO HIS GREATNESS, AND HIS WONDERFUL GLORY, "NO MAN SHALL SEE GOD AND LIVE,"(2) FOR THE FATHER IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE; BUT IN REGARD TO HIS LOVE, AND KINDNESS, AND AS TO HIS INFINITE POWER, EVEN THIS HE GRANTS TO THOSE WHO LOVE HIM, THAT IS, TO SEE GOD, WHICH THING THE PROPHETS DID ALSO PREDICT. "FOR THOSE THINGS THAT ARE IMPOSSIBLE WITH MEN, ARE POSSIBLE WITH GOD."(3) FOR MAN DOES NOT SEE GOD BY HIS OWN POWERS; BUT WHEN HE PLEASES, HE IS SEEN BY MEN, BY WHOM HE WILLS, AND WHEN HE WILLS, AND AS HE WILLS. FOR GOD IS POWERFUL IN ALL THINGS, HAVING BEEN SEEN AT THAT TIME INDEED, PROPHETICALLY THROUGH THE SPIRIT, AND SEEN, TOO, ADOPTIVELY THROUGH THE SON; AND HE SHALL ALSO BE SEEN PATERNALLY IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, THE SPIRIT TRULY PREPARING MAN IN THE SON(4) OF GOD, AND THE SON LEADING HIM TO THE FATHER, WHILE THE FATHER, TOO, CONFERS [UPON HIM] INCORRUPTION FOR ETERNAL LIFE, WHICH COMES TO EVERY ONE FROM THE FACT OF HIS SEEING GOD. FOR AS THOSE WHO SEE THE LIGHT ARE WITHIN THE LIGHT, AND PARTAKE OF ITS BRILLIANCY; EVEN SO, THOSE WHO SEE GOD ARE IN GOD, AND RECEIVE OF HIS SPLENDOR. BUT [HIS] SPLENDOR VIVIFIES THEM; THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO SEE GOD, DO RECEIVE LIFE. AND FOR THIS REASON, HE, [ALTHOUGH] BEYOND COMPREHENSION, AND BOUNDLESS AND INVISIBLE, RENDERED HIMSELF VISIBLE, AND COMPREHENSIBLE, AND WITHIN THE CAPACITY OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE, THAT HE MIGHT VIVIFY THOSE WHO RECEIVE AND BEHOLD HIM THROUGH FAITH.(5) FOR AS HIS GREATNESS IS PAST FINDING OUT, SO ALSO HIS GOODNESS IS BEYOND EXPRESSION; BY WHICH HAVING BEEN SEEN, HE BESTOWS LIFE UPON THOSE WHO SEE HIM. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO LIVE APART FROM LIFE, AND THE MEANS OF LIFE IS FOUND IN FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD; BUT FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD IS TO KNOW GOD, AND TO ENJOY HIS GOODNESS. 
6. MEN THEREFORE SHALL SEE GOD, THAT THEY MAY LIVE, BEING MADE IMMORTAL BY THAT SIGHT, AND ATTAINING EVEN UNTO GOD; WHICH, AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, WAS DECLARED FIGURATIVELY BY THE PROPHETS, THAT GOD SHOULD BE SEEN BY MEN WHO BEAR HIS SPIRIT [IN THEM], AND DO ALWAYS WAIT PATIENTLY FOR HIS COMING. AS ALSO MOSES SAYS IN DEUTERONOMY, "WE SHALL SEE IN THAT DAY THAT GOD WILL TALK TO MAN, AND HE SHALL LIVE."(6) FOR CERTAIN OF THESE MEN USED TO SEE THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT AND HIS ACTIVE INFLUENCES POURED FORTH FOR ALL KINDS OF GIFTS; OTHERS, AGAIN, [BEHELD] THE ADVENT OF THE LORD, AND THAT DISPENSATION WHICH OBTAINED FROM THE BEGINNING, BY WHICH HE ACCOMPLISHED THE WILL OF THE FATHER WITH REGARD TO THINGS BOTH CELESTIAL AND TERRESTRIAL; AND OTHERS [BEHELD] PATERNAL GLORIES ADAPTED TO THE TIMES, AND TO THOSE WHO SAW AND WHO HEARD THEM THEN, AND TO ALL WHO WERE SUBSEQUENTLY TO HEAR THEM. THUS, THEREFORE, WAS GOD REVEALED; FOR GOD THE FATHER IS SHOWN FORTH THROUGH ALL THESE [OPERATIONS], THE SPIRIT INDEED WORKING, AND THE SON MINISTERING, WHILE THE FATHER WAS APPROVING, AND MAN'S SALVATION BEING ACCOMPLISHED. AS HE ALSO DECLARES THROUGH HOSEA THE PROPHET: "I," HE SAYS, "HAVE MULTIPLIED VISIONS, AND HAVE USED SIMILITUDES BY THE MINISTRY (IN MANIBUS) OF THE PROPHETS."(7) BUT THE APOSTLE EXPOUNDED THIS VERY PASSAGE, WHEN HE SAID, "NOW THERE ARE DIVERSITIES OF GIFTS, BUT THE SAME SPIRIT; AND THERE ARE DIFFERENCES OF MINISTRATIONS, BUT THE SAME LORD; AND THERE ARE DIVERSITIES OF OPERATIONS, BUT IT IS THE SAME GOD WHICH WORKETH ALL IN ALL. BUT THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SPIRIT IS GIVEN TO EVERY MAN TO PROFIT WITHAL."(8) BUT AS HE WHO WORKETH ALL THINGS IN ALL IS GOD, [AS TO THE POINTS] OF WHAT NATURE AND HOW GREAT HE IS, [GOD] IS INVISIBLE AND INDESCRIBABLE TO ALL THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE BY HIM, BUT HE IS BY NO MEANS UNKNOWN: FOR ALL THINGS LEARN THROUGH HIS WORD THAT THERE IS ONE GOD THE FATHER, WHO CONTAINS ALL THINGS, AND WHO GRANTS EXISTENCE TO ALL, AS IS WRITTEN IN THE GOSPEL: "NO MAN HATH SEEN GOD AT ANY TIME, EXCEPT THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, WHO IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER; HE HAS DECLARED [HIM.]"(9) 
7. THEREFORE THE SON OF THE FATHER DECLARES [HIM] FROM THE BEGINNING, INASMUCH AS HE WAS WITH THE FATHER FROM THE BEGINNING, WHO DID ALSO SHOW TO THE HUMAN RACE PROPHETIC VISIONS, AND DIVERSITIES OF GIFTS, AND HIS OWN MINISTRATIONS, AND THE GLORY OF THE FATHER, IN REGULAR ORDER AND CONNECTION, AT THE FITTING TIME FOR THE BENEFIT [OF MANKIND]. FOR WHERE THERE IS A REGULAR SUCCESSION, THERE IS ALSO FIXEDNESS; AND WHERE FIXEDNESS, THERE SUITABILITY TO THE PERIOD; AND WHERE SUITABILITY, THERE ALSO UTILITY. AND FOR THIS REASON DID THE WORD BECOME THE DISPENSER OF THE PATERNAL GRACE FOR THE BENEFIT OF MEN, FOR WHOM HE MADE SUCH GREAT DISPENSATIONS, REVEALING GOD INDEED TO MEN, BUT PRESENTING MAN TO GOD, AND PRESERVING AT THE SAME TIME THE INVISIBILITY OF THE FATHER, LEST MAN SHOULD AT ANY TIME BECOME A DESPISER OF GOD, AND THAT HE SHOULD ALWAYS POSSESS SOMETHING TOWARDS WHICH HE MIGHT ADVANCE; BUT, ON THE OTHER HAND, REVEALING GOD TO MEN THROUGH MANY DISPENSATIONS, LEST MAN, FAILING AWAY FROM GOD ALTOGETHER, SHOULD CEASE TO EXIST. FOR THE GLORY OF GOD IS A LIVING MAN; AND THE LIFE OF MAN CONSISTS IN BEHOLDING GOD. FOR IF THE MANIFESTATION OF GOD WHICH IS MADE BY MEANS OF THE CREATION, AFFORDS LIFE TO ALL LIVING IN THE EARTH, MUCH MORE DOES THAT REVELATION OF THE FATHER WHICH COMES THROUGH THE WORD, GIVE LIFE TO THOSE WHO SEE GOD. 
8. INASMUCH, THEN, AS THE SPIRIT OF GOD POINTED OUT BY THE PROPHETS THINGS TO COME, FORMING AND ADAPTING US BEFOREHAND FOR THE PURPOSE OF OUR BEING MADE SUBJECT TO GOD, BUT IT WAS STILL A FUTURE THING THAT MAN, THROUGH THE GOOD PLEASURE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, SHOULD SEE [GOD], IT NECESSARILY BEHOOVED THOSE THROUGH WHOSE INSTRUMENTALITY FUTURE THINGS WERE ANNOUNCED, TO SEE GOD, WHOM THEY INTIMATED AS TO BE SEEN BY MEN; IN ORDER THAT GOD, AND THE SON OF GOD, AND THE SON, AND THE FATHER, SHOULD NOT ONLY BE PROPHETICALLY ANNOUNCED, BUT THAT HE SHOULD ALSO BE SEEN BY ALL HIS MEMBERS WHO ARE SANCTIFIED AND INSTRUCTED IN THE THINGS OF 
GOD, THAT MAN MIGHT BE DISCIPLINED BEFOREHAND AND PREVIOUSLY EXERCISED FOR A RECEPTION INTO THAT GLORY WHICH SHALL AFTERWARDS BE REVEALED IN THOSE WHO LOVE GOD. FOR THE PROPHETS USED NOT TO PROPHESY IN WORD ALONE, BUT IN VISIONS ALSO, AND IN THEIR MODE OF LIFE, AND IN THE ACTIONS WHICH THEY PERFORMED, ACCORDING TO THE SUGGESTIONS OF THE SPIRIT. AFTER THIS INVISIBLE MANNER, THEREFORE, DID THEY SEE GOD, AS ALSO ESAIAS SAYS, "I HAVE SEEN WITH MINE EYES THE KING, THE LORD OF HOSTS,"(1) POINTING OUT THAT MAN SHOULD BEHOLD GOD WITH HIS EYES, AND HEAR HIS VOICE. IN THIS MANNER, THEREFORE, DID THEY ALSO SEE THE SON OF GOD AS A MAN CONVERSANT WITH MEN, WHILE THEY PROPHESIED WHAT WAS TO HAPPEN, SAYING THAT HE WHO WAS NOT COME AS YET WAS PRESENT PROCLAIMING ALSO THE IMPASSIBLE AS SUBJECT TO SUFFERING, AND DECLARING THAT HE WHO WAS THEN IN HEAVEN HAD DESCENDED INTO THE DUST OF DEATH.(2) MOREOVER, [WITH REGARD TO] THE OTHER ARRANGEMENTS CONCERNING THE SUMMING UP THAT HE SHOULD MAKE, SOME OF THESE THEY BEHELD THROUGH VISIONS, OTHERS THEY PROCLAIMED BY WORD, WHILE OTHERS THEY INDICATED TYPICALLY BY MEANS OF [OUTWARD] ACTION, SEEING VISIBLY THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE TO BE SEEN; HERALDING BY WORD OF MOUTH THOSE WHICH SHOULD BE HEARD; AND PERFORMING BY ACTUAL OPERATION WHAT SHOULD TAKE PLACE BY ACTION; BUT [AT THE SAME TIME] ANNOUNCING ALL PROPHETICALLY. WHEREFORE ALSO MOSES DECLARED THAT GOD WAS INDEED A CONSUMING FIRE(3) (IGNEUM) TO THE PEOPLE THAT TRANSGRESSED THE LAW, AND THREATENED THAT GOD WOULD BRING UPON THEM A DAY OF FIRE; BUT TO THOSE WHO HAD THE FEAR OF GOD HE SAID, "THE LORD GOD IS MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS, AND LONG-SUFFERING, AND OF GREAT COMMISERATION, AND TRUE, AND KEEPS JUSTICE AND MERCY FOR THOUSANDS, FORGIVING UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND TRANSGRESSIONS, AND SINS."(4) 
9. AND THE WORD SPOKE TO MOSES, APPEARING BEFORE HIM, "JUST AS ANY ONE MIGHT SPEAK TO HIS FRIEND."(5) BUT MOSES DESIRED TO SEE HIM OPENLY WHO WAS SPEAKING WITH HIM, AND WAS THUS ADDRESSED: "STAND IN THE DEEP PLACE OF THE ROCK, AND WITH MY HAND I WILL COVER THEE. BUT WHEN MY SPLENDOR SHALL PASS BY, THEN THOU SHALT SEE MY BACK PANS, BUT MY FACE THOU SHALT NOT SEE: FOR NO MAN SEES MY FACE, AND SHALL LIVE."(6) TWO FACTS ARE THUS SIGNIFIED: THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR MAN TO SEE GOD; AND THAT, THROUGH THE WISDOM OF GOD, MAN SHALL SEE HIM IN THE LAST TIMES, IN THE DEPTH OF A ROCK, THAT IS, IN HIS COMING AS A MAN. AND FOR THIS REASON DID HE [THE LORD] CONFER WITH HIM FACE TO FACE ON THE TOP OF A MOUNTAIN, ELIAS BEING ALSO PRESENT, AS THE GOSPEL RELATES,(7) HE THUS MAKING GOOD IN THE END THE ANCIENT PROMISE. 
10. THE PROPHETS, THEREFORE, DID NOT OPENLY BEHOLD THE ACTUAL FACE OF GOD, BUT [THEY SAW] THE DISPENSATIONS AND THE MYSTERIES THROUGH WHICH MAN SHOULD AFTERWARDS SEE GOD. AS WAS ALSO SAID TO ELIAS: "THOU SHALT GO FORTH TOMORROW, AND STAND IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD; AND, BEHOLD, A WIND GREAT AND STRONG, WHICH SHALL REND THE MOUNTAINS, AND BREAK THE ROCKS IN PIECES BEFORE THE LORD. AND THE LORD [WAS] NOT IN THE WIND; AND AFTER THE WIND AN EARTHQUAKE, BUT THE LORD [WAS] NOT IN THE EARTHQUAKE; AND AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE A FIRE, BUT THE LORD [WAS] NOT IN THE FIRE; AND AFTER THE FIRE A SCARCELY AUDIBLE VOICE" (VOX AURAE TENUIS).(8) FOR BY SUCH MEANS WAS THE PROPHET--VERY INDIGNANT, BECAUSE OF THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE PEOPLE AND THE SLAUGHTER OF THE PROPHETS--BOTH TAUGHT TO ACT IN A MORE GENTLE MANNER; AND THE LORD'S ADVENT AS A MAN WAS POINTED OUT, THAT IT SHOULD BE SUBSEQUENT TO THAT LAW WHICH WAS GIVEN BY MOSES, MILD AND TRANQUIL, IN WHICH HE WOULD NEITHER BREAK THE BRUISED REED, NOR QUENCH THE SMOKING FLAX.(9) THE MILD AND PEACEFUL REPOSE OF HIS KINGDOM WAS INDICATED LIKEWISE. FOR, AFTER THE WIND WHICH RENDS THE MOUNTAINS, AND AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE, AND AFTER THE FIRE, COME THE TRANQUIL AND PEACEFUL TIMES OF HIS KINGDOM, IN WHICH THE SPIRIT OF GOD DOES, IN THE MOST-GENTLE MANNER, VIVIFY AND INCREASE MANKIND. THIS, TOO, WAS MADE STILL CLEARER BY EZEKIEL, THAT THE PROPHETS SAW THE DISPENSATIONS OF GOD IN PART, BUT NOT ACTUALLY GOD HIMSELF. FOR WHEN THIS MAN HAD SEEN THE VISION(1) OF GOD, AND THE CHERUBIM, AND THEIR WHEELS, AND WHEN HE HAD RECOUNTED THE MYSTERY OF THE WHOLE OF THAT PROGRESSION, AND HAD BEHELD THE LIKENESS OF A THRONE ABOVE THEM, AND UPON THE THRONE A LIKENESS AS OF THE FIGURE OF A MAN, AND THE THINGS WHICH WERE UPON HIS LOINS AS THE FIGURE OF AMBER, AND WHAT WAS BELOW LIKE THE SIGHT OF FIRE, AND WHEN HE SET FORTH ALL THE REST OF THE VISION OF THE THRONES, LEST ANY ONE MIGHT HAPPEN TO THINK THAT IN THOSE [VISIONS] HE HAD ACTUALLY SEEN GOD, HE ADDED: "THIS WAS THE APPEARANCE OF THE LIKENESS OF THE GLORY OF GOD."(2) 
11. IF, THEN, NEITHER MOSES, NOR ELIAS, NOR EZEKIEL, WHO HAD ALL MANY CELESTIAL VISIONS, DID SEE GOD; BUT IF WHAT THEY DID SEE WERE SIMILITUDES OF THE SPLENDOR OF THE LORD, AND PROPHECIES OF THINGS TO COME; IT IS MANIFEST THAT THE FATHER IS INDEED INVISIBLE, OF WHOM ALSO THE LORD SAID, "NO MAN HATH SEEN GOD AT ANY TIME."(3) BUT HIS WORD, AS HE HIMSELF WILLED IT, AND FOR THE BENEFIT OF THOSE WHO BEHELD, DID SHOW THE FATHER'S BRIGHTNESS, AND EXPLAINED HIS PURPOSES (AS ALSO THE LORD SAID: "THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN GOD,(4) WHICH IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, HE HATH DECLARED [HIM];" AND HE DOES HIMSELF ALSO INTERPRET THE WORD OF THE FATHER AS BEING RICH AND GREAT); NOT IN ONE FIGURE, NOR IN ONE CHARACTER, DID HE APPEAR TO THOSE SEEING HIM, BUT ACCORDING TO THE REASONS AND EFFECTS AIMED AT IN HIS DISPENSATIONS, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN DANIEL. FOR AT ONE TIME HE WAS SEEN WITH THOSE WHO WERE AROUND ANANIAS, AZARIAS, MISAEL, AS PRESENT WITH THEM IN THE FURNACE OF FIRE, IN THE BURNING, AND PRESERVING THEM FROM [THE EFFECTS OF] FIRE: "AND THE APPEARANCE OF THE FOURTH," IT IS SAID, "WAS LIKE TO THE SON OF GOD."(5) AT ANOTHER TIME [HE IS REPRESENTED AS] "A STONE CUT OUT OF THE MOUNTAIN WITHOUT HANDS,"(6) AND AS SMITING ALL TEMPORAL KINGDOMS, AND AS BLOWING THEM AWAY (VENTILANS EA), AND AS HIMSELF FILLING ALL THE EARTH. THEN, TOO, IS THIS SAME INDIVIDUAL BEHELD AS THE SON OF MAN COMING IN THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN, AND DRAWING NEAR TO THE ANCIENT OF DAYS, AND RECEIVING FROM HIM ALL POWER AND GLORY, AND A KINGDOM. "HIS DOMINION," IT IS SAID, "IS AN EVERLASTING DOMINION, AND HIS KINGDOM SHALL NOT PERISH."(7) JOHN ALSO, THE LORD'S DISCIPLE, WHEN BEHOLDING THE SACERDOTAL AND GLORIOUS ADVENT OF HIS KINGDOM, SAYS IN THE APOCALYPSE: "I TURNED TO SEE THE VOICE THAT SPOKE WITH ME. AND, BEING TURNED, I SAW SEVEN GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS; AND IN THE MIDST OF THE CANDLESTICKS ONE LIKE UNTO THE SON OF MAN, CLOTHED WITH A GARMENT REACHING TO THE FEET, AND GIRT ABOUT THE PAP’S WITH A GOLDEN GIRDLE; AND HIS HEAD AND HIS HAIRS WERE WHITE, AS WHITE AS WOOL, AND AS SNOW; AND HIS EYES WERE AS A FLAME OF FIRE; AND HIS FEET LIKE UNTO FINE BRASS, AS IF HE BURNED IN A FURNACE. AND HIS VOICE [WAS] AS THE VOICE OF WATERS; AND HE HAD IN HIS RIGHT HAND SEVEN STARS; AND OUT OF HIS MOUTH WENT A SHARP TWO-EDGED SWORD; AND HIS COUNTENANCE WAS AS THE SUN SHINING IN HIS STRENGTH."(8) FOR IN THESE WORDS HE SETS FORTH SOMETHING OF THE GLORY [WHICH HE HAS RECEIVED] FROM HIS FATHER, AS [WHERE HE MAKES MENTION OF] THE HEAD; SOMETHING IN REFERENCE TO THE PRIESTLY OFFICE ALSO, AS IN THE CASE OF THE LONG GARMENT REACHING TO THE FEET. AND THIS WAS THE REASON WHY MOSES VESTED THE HIGH PRIEST AFTER THIS FASHION. SOMETHING ALSO ALLUDES TO THE END [OF ALL THINGS], AS [WHERE HE SPEAKS OF] THE FINE BRASS BURNING IN THE FIRE, WHICH DENOTES THE POWER OF FAITH, AND THE CONTINUING INSTANT IN PRAYER, BECAUSE OF THE CONSUMING FIRE WHICH IS TO COME AT THE END OF TIME. BUT WHEN JOHN COULD NOT ENDURE THE SIGHT (FOR HE SAYS, "I FELL AT HIS FEET AS DEAD;"(9) THAT WHAT WAS WRITTEN MIGHT COME TO PASS: "NO MAN SEES GOD, AND SHALL LIVE"(10)), AND THE WORD REVIVING HIM, AND REMINDING HIM THAT IT WAS HE UPON WHOSE BOSOM HE HAD LEANED AT SUPPER, WHEN HE PUT THE QUESTION AS TO WHO SHOULD BETRAY HIM, DECLARED: "I AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST, AND HE WHO LIVETH, AND WAS DEAD, AND BEHOLD I AM ALIVE FOR EVERMORE, AND HAVE THE KEYS OF DEATH AND OF HELL." AND AFTER THESE THINGS, SEEING THE SAME LORD IN A SECOND VISION, HE SAYS: "FOR I SAW IN THE MIDST OF THE THRONE, AND OF THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES, AND IN THE MIDST OF THE ELDERS, A LAMB STANDING AS IT HAD BEEN SLAIN, HAVING SEVEN HORNS, AND SEVEN EYES, WHICH ARE THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD, SENT FORTH INTO ALL THE EARTH."(11) AND AGAIN, HE SAYS, SPEAKING OF THIS VERY SAME LAMB: "AND BEHOLD A WHITE HORSE; AND HE THAT SAT UPON HIM WAS CALLED FAITHFUL AND TRUE; AND IN RIGHTEOUSNESS DOTH HE JUDGE AND MAKE WAR. AND HIS EYES WERE AS A FLAME OF FIRE, AND ON HIS HEAD WERE MANY CROWNS; HAVING A NAME WRITTEN, THAT NO MAN KNOWETH BUT HIMSELF: AND HE WAS GIRDED AROUND WITH A VESTURE SPRINKLED WITH BLOOD: AND HIS NAME IS CALLED THE WORD OF GOD. AND THE ARMIES OF HEAVEN FOLLOWED HIM UPON WHITE HORSES, CLOTHED IN PURE WHITE LINEN. AND OUT OF HIS MOUTH GOETH A SHARP SWORD, THAT WITH IT HE MAY SMITE THE NATIONS; AND HE SHALL RULE (PASCET) THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON: AND HE TREADETH THE WINE-PRESS OF THE FIERCENESS OF THE WRATH OF GOD ALMIGHTY. AND HE HATH UPON HIS VESTURE AND UPON HIS THIGH A NAME WRITTEN, KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS."(1) THUS DOES THE WORD OF GOD ALWAYS PRESERVE THE OUTLINES, AS IT WERE, OF THINGS TO COME, AND POINTS OUT TO MEN THE VARIOUS FORMS (SPECIES), AS IT WERE, OF THE DISPENSATIONS OF THE FATHER, TEACHING US THE THINGS PERTAINING TO GOD. 
12. HOWEVER, IT WAS NOT BY MEANS OF VISIONS ALONE WHICH WERE SEEN, AND WORDS WHICH WERE PROCLAIMED, BUT ALSO IN ACTUAL WORKS, THAT HE WAS BEHELD BY THE PROPHETS, IN ORDER THAT THROUGH THEM HE MIGHT PREFIGURE AND SHOW FORTH FUTURE EVENTS BEFOREHAND. FOR THIS REASON DID HOSEA THE PROPHET TAKE "A WIFE OF WHOREDOMS," PROPHESYING BY MEANS OF THE ACTION, "THAT IN COMMITTING FORNICATION THE EARTH SHOULD FORNICATE FROM THE LORD,"(2) THAT IS, THE MEN WHO ARE UPON THE EARTH; AND FROM MEN OF THIS STAMP IT WILL BE GOD'S GOOD PLEASURE TO TAKE OUT(3) A CHURCH WHICH SHALL BE SANCTIFIED BY FELLOWSHIP WITH HIS SON, JUST AS THAT WOMAN WAS SANCTIFIED BY INTERCOURSE WITH THE PROPHET. AND FOR THIS REASON, PAUL DECLARES THAT THE "UNBELIEVING WIFE IS SANCTIFIED BY THE BELIEVING HUSBAND."(4) THEN AGAIN, THE PROPHET NAMES HIS CHILDREN, "NOT HAVING OBTAINED MERCY," AND "NOT A PEOPLE,"(5) IN ORDER THAT, AS SAYS THE APOSTLE, "WHAT WAS NOT A PEOPLE MAY BECOME A PEOPLE; AND SHE WHO DID NOT OBTAIN MERCY MAY OBTAIN MERCY. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT IN THE PLACE WHERE IT WAS SAID, THIS IS NOT A PEOPLE, THERE SHALL THEY BE CALLED THE CHILDREN OF THE LIVING GOD."(6) THAT WHICH HAD BEEN DONE TYPICALLY THROUGH HIS ACTIONS BY THE PROPHET, THE APOSTLE PROVES TO HAVE BEEN DONE TRULY BY CHRIST IN THE CHURCH. THUS, TOO, DID MOSES ALSO TAKE TO WIFE AN ETHIOPIAN WOMAN, WHOM HE THUS MADE AN ISRAELITISH ONE, SHOWING BY ANTICIPATION THAT THE WILD OLIVE TREE IS GRAFTED INTO THE CULTIVATED OLIVE, AND MADE TO PARTAKE OF ITS FATNESS. FOR AS HE WHO WAS BORN CHRIST ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, HAD INDEED TO BE SOUGHT AFTER BY THE PEOPLE IN ORDER TO BE SLAIN, BUT WAS TO BE SET FREE IN EGYPT, THAT IS, AMONG THE GENTILES, TO SANCTIFY THOSE WHO WERE THERE IN A STATE OF INFANCY, FROM WHOM ALSO HE PERFECTED HIS CHURCH IN THAT PLACE (FOR EGYPT WAS GENTILE FROM THE BEGINNING, AS WAS ETHIOPIA ALSO); FOR THIS REASON, BY MEANS OF THE MARRIAGE OF MOSES, WAS SHOWN FORTH THE MARRIAGE OF THE WORD;(7) AND BY MEANS OF THE ETHIOPIAN BRIDE, THE CHURCH TAKEN FROM AMONG THE GENTILES WAS MADE MANIFEST; AND THOSE WHO DO DETRACT FROM, ACCUSE, AND DERIDE IT, SHALL NOT BE PURE. FOR THEY SHALL BE FULL OF LEPROSY, AND EXPELLED FROM THE CAMP OF THE RIGHTEOUS. THUS ALSO DID RAHAB THE HARLOT, WHILE CONDEMNING HERSELF, INASMUCH AS SHE WAS A GENTILE, GUILTY OF ALL SINS, NEVERTHELESS RECEIVE THE THREE SPIES,(8) WHO WERE SPYING OUT ALL THE LAND, AND HID THEM AT HER HOME; [WHICH THREE WERE] DOUBTLESS [A TYPE OF] THE FATHER AND THE SON, TOGETHER WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. AND WHEN THE ENTIRE CITY IN WHICH SHE LIVED FELL TO RUINS AT THE SOUNDING OF THE SEVEN TRUMPETS, RAHAB THE HARLOT WAS PRESERVED, WHEN ALL WAS OVER [IN ULTIMIS], TOGETHER WITH ALL HER HOUSE, THROUGH FAITH OF THE SCARLET SIGN; AS THE LORD ALSO DECLARED TO THOSE WHO DID NOT RECEIVE HIS ADVENT,--THE PHARISEES, NO DOUBT, NULLIFY THE SIGN OF THE SCARLET THREAD, WHICH MEANT THE PASSOVER, AND THE REDEMPTION AND EXODUS OF THE PEOPLE FROM EGYPT,-- WHEN HE SAID, "THE PUBLICANS AND THE HARLOTS GO INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN BEFORE YOU."(9) 
CHAP. XXI.--ABRAHAM'S FAITH WAS IDENTICAL WITH OURS; THIS FAITH WAS PREFIGURED BY THE WORDS AND ACTIONS OF THE OLD PATRIARCHS. 
1. BUT THAT OUR FAITH WAS ALSO PREFIGURED IN ABRAHAM, AND THAT HE WAS THE PATRIARCH OF OUR FAITH, AND, AS IT WERE, THE PROPHET OF IT, THE APOSTLE HAS VERY FULLY TAUGHT, WHEN HE SAYS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS: "HE THEREFORE THAT MINISTERETH TO YOU THE SPIRIT, AND WORKETH MIRACLES AMONG YOU, [DOETH HE IT] BY THE WORKS OF THE LAW, OR BY THE HEARING OF FAITH? EVEN AS ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS ACCOUNTED UNTO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. KNOW YE THEREFORE, THAT THEY WHICH ARE OF FAITH, THE SAME ARE THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM. BUT THE SCRIPTURE, FORESEEING THAT GOD WOULD JUSTIFY THE HEATHEN THROUGH FAITH, ANNOUNCED BEFOREHAND UNTO ABRAHAM, THAT IN HIM ALL NATIONS SHOULD BE BLESSED. SO THEN THEY WHICH BE OF FAITH SHALL BE BLESSED WITH FAITHFUL ABRAHAM."(10) FOR WHICH [REASONS THE APOSTLE] DECLARED THAT THIS MAN WAS NOT ONLY THE PROPHET OF FAITH, BUT ALSO THE FATHER OF THOSE WHO FROM AMONG THE GENTILES BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST, BECAUSE HIS FAITH AND OURS ARE ONE AND THE SAME: FOR HE BELIEVED IN THINGS FUTURE, AS IF THEY WERE ALREADY ACCOMPLISHED, BECAUSE OF THE PROMISE OF GOD; AND IN LIKE MANNER DO WE ALSO, BECAUSE OF THE PROMISE OF GOD, BEHOLD THROUGH FAITH THAT INHERITANCE [LAID UP FOR US] IN THE [FUTURE] KINGDOM. 
2. THE HISTORY OF ISAAC, TOO, IS NOT WITHOUT A SYMBOLICAL CHARACTER. FOR IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, THE APOSTLE DECLARES: "MOREOVER, WHEN REBECCA HAD CONCEIVED BY ONE, EVEN BY OUR FATHER ISAAC," SHE RECEIVED ANSWER(1) FROM THE WORD, "THAT THE PURPOSE OF GOD ACCORDING TO ELECTION MIGHT STAND, NOT OF WORKS, BUT OF HIM THAT CALLETH, IT WAS SAID UNTO HER, TWO NATIONS ARE IN THY WOMB, AND TWO MANNER OF PEOPLE ARE IN THY BODY; AND THE ONE PEOPLE SHALL OVERCOME THE OTHER, AND THE EIDER SHALL SERVE THE YOUNGER."(2) FROM WHICH IT IS EVIDENT, THAT NOT ONLY [WERE THERE] PROPHECIES OF THE PATRIARCHS, BUT ALSO THAT THE CHILDREN BROUGHT FORTH BY REBECCA WERE A PREDICTION OF THE TWO NATIONS; AND THAT THE ONE SHOULD BE INDEED THE GREATER, BUT THE OTHER THE LESS; THAT THE ONE ALSO SHOULD BE UNDER BONDAGE, BUT THE OTHER FREE; BUT [THAT BOTH SHOULD BE] OF ONE AND THE SAME FATHER. OUR GOD, ONE AND THE SAME, IS ALSO THEIR GOD, WHO KNOWS HIDDEN THINGS, WHO KNOWETH ALL THINGS BEFORE THEY CAN COME TO PASS; AND FOR THIS REASON, HAS HE SAID, "JACOB HAVE I LOVED, BUT ESAU HAVE I HATED."(3) 
3. IF ANY ONE, AGAIN, WILL LOOK INTO JACOB'S ACTIONS, HE SHALL FIND THEM NOT DESTITUTE OF MEANING, BUT FULL OF IMPORT WITH REGARD TO THE DISPENSATIONS. THUS, IN THE FIRST PLACE, AT HIS BIRTH, SINCE HE LAID HOLD ON HIS BROTHER'S HEEL,(4) HE WAS CALLED JACOB, THAT IS, THE SUPPLANTER--ONE WHO HOLDS, BUT IS NOT HELD; BINDING THE FEET, BUT NOT BEING BOUND; STRIVING AND CONQUERING; GRASPING IN HIS HAND HIS ADVERSARY'S HEEL, THAT IS, VICTORY. FOR TO THIS END WAS THE LORD BORN, THE TYPE OF WHOSE BIRTH HE SET FORTH BEFOREHAND, OF WHOM ALSO JOHN SAYS IN THE APOCALYPSE: "HE WENT FORTH CONQUERING, THAT HE SHOULD CONQUER."(5) IN THE NEXT PLACE, [JACOB] RECEIVED THE RIGHTS OF THE FIRST-BORN, WHEN HIS BROTHER LOOKED ON THEM WITH CONTEMPT; EVEN AS ALSO THE YOUNGER NATION RECEIVED HIM, CHRIST, THE FIRST- BEGOTTEN, WHEN THE ELDER NATION REJECTED HIM, SAYING, "WE HAVE NO KING BUT CAESAR."(6) BUT IN CHRIST EVERY BLESSING [IS SUMMED UP], AND THEREFORE THE LATTER PEOPLE HAS SNATCHED AWAY THE BLESSINGS OF THE FORMER FROM THE FATHER, JUST AS JACOB TOOK AWAY THE BLESSING OF THIS ESAU. FOR WHICH CAUSE HIS BROTHER SUFFERED THE PLOTS AND PERSECUTIONS OF A BROTHER, JUST AS THE CHURCH SUFFERS THIS SELF-SAME THING FROM THE JEWS. IN A FOREIGN COUNTRY WERE THE TWELVE TRIBES BORN, THE RACE OF ISRAEL, INASMUCH AS CHRIST WAS ALSO, IN A STRANGE COUNTRY, TO GENERATE THE TWELVE-PILLARED FOUNDATION OF THE CHURCH. VARIOUS COLORED SHEEP WERE ALLOTTED TO THIS JACOB AS HIS WAGES; AND THE WAGES OF CHRIST ARE HUMAN BEINGS, WHO FROM VARIOUS AND DIVERSE NATIONS COME TOGETHER INTO ONE COHORT OF FAITH, AS THE FATHER PROMISED HIM, SAYING, "ASK OF ME, AND I WILL GIVE THEE THE HEATHEN FOR THINE INHERITANCE, THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE EARTH FOR THY POSSESSION."(7) AND AS FROM THE MULTITUDE OF HIS SONS THE PROPHETS OF THE LORD [AFTERWARDS] AROSE, THERE WAS EVERY NECESSITY THAT JACOB SHOULD BEGET SONS FROM THE TWO SISTERS, EVEN AS CHRIST DID FROM THE TWO LAWS OF ONE AND THE SAME FATHER; AND IN LIKE MANNER ALSO FROM THE HANDMAIDS, INDICATING THAT CHRIST SHOULD RAISE UP SONS OF GOD, BOTH FROM FREEMEN AND FROM SLAVES AFTER THE FLESH, BESTOWING UPON ALL, IN THE SAME MANNER, THE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT, WHO VIVIFIES US.(8) BUT HE (JACOB) DID ALL THINGS FOR THE SAKE OF THE YOUNGER, SHE WHO HAD THE HANDSOME EYES,(9) RACHEL, WHO PREFIGURED THE CHURCH, FOR WHICH CHRIST ENDURED PATIENTLY; WHO AT THAT TIME, INDEED, BY MEANS OF HIS PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS, WAS PREFIGURING AND DECLARING BEFOREHAND FUTURE THINGS, FULFILLING HIS PART BY ANTICIPATION IN THE DISPENSATIONS OF GOD, AND ACCUSTOMING HIS INHERITANCE TO OBEY GOD, AND TO PASS THROUGH THE WORLD AS IN A STATE OF PILGRIMAGE, TO FOLLOW HIS WORD, AND TO INDICATE BEFOREHAND THINGS TO COME. FOR WITH GOD THERE IS NOTHING WITHOUT PURPOSE OR DUE SIGNIFICATION. 
CHAP. XXII.--CHRIST DID NOT COME FOR THE SAKE OF THE MEN OF ONE AGE ONLY, BUT FOR ALL WHO, LIVING RIGHTEOUSLY AND PIOUSLY, HAD BELIEVED UPON HIM; AND FOR THOSE, TOO, WHO SHALL BELIEVE. 
1 NOW IN THE LAST DAYS, WHEN THE FULNESS OF THE TIME OF LIBERTY HAD ARRIVED, THE WORD HIMSELF DID BY HIMSELF "WASH AWAY THE FILTH OF THE DAUGHTERS OF ZION,"(10) WHEN HE WASHED THE DISCIPLES' FEET WITH HIS OWN HANDS.(11) FOR THIS IS THE END OF THE HUMAN RACE INHERITING GOD; THAT AS IN THE BEGINNING, BY MEANS OF OUR FIRST [PARENTS], WE WERE ALL BROUGHT INTO BONDAGE, BY BEING MADE SUBJECT TO DEATH; SO AT LAST, BY MEANS OF THE NEW MAN, ALL WHO FROM THE BEGINNING [WERE HIS] DISCIPLES, HAVING BEEN CLEANSED AND WASHED FROM THINGS PERTAINING TO DEATH, SHOULD COME TO THE LIFE OF GOD. FOR HE WHO WASHED THE FEET OF THE DISCIPLES SANCTIFIED THE ENTIRE BODY, AND RENDERED IT CLEAN. FOR THIS REASON, TOO, HE ADMINISTERED FOOD TO THEM IN A RECUMBENT POSTURE, INDICATING THAT THOSE WHO WERE LYING IN THE EARTH WERE THEY TO WHOM HE CAME TO IMPART LIFE. AS JEREMIAH DECLARES, "THE HOLY LORD REMEMBERED HIS DEAD ISRAEL, WHO SLEPT IN THE LAND OF SEPULTURE; AND HE DESCENDED TO THEM TO MAKE KNOWN TO THEM HIS SALVATION, THAT THEY MIGHT BE SAVED."(1) FOR THIS REASON ALSO WERE THE EYES OF THE DISCIPLES WEIGHED DOWN WHEN CHRIST'S PASSION WAS APPROACHING; AND WHEN, IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, THE LORD FOUND THEM SLEEPING, HE LET IT PASS,--THUS INDICATING THE PATIENCE OF GOD IN REGARD TO THE STATE OF SLUMBER IN WHICH MEN LAY; BUT COMING THE SECOND TIME, HE AROUSED THEM, AND MADE THEM STAND UP, IN TOKEN THAT HIS PASSION IS THE AROUSING OF HIS SLEEPING DISCIPLES, ON WHOSE ACCOUNT "HE ALSO DESCENDED INTO THE LOWER PARTS OF THE EARTH,"(2) TO BEHOLD WITH HIS EYES THE STATE OF THOSE WHO WERE RESTING FROM THEIR LABOURS,(3) IN REFERENCE TO WHOM HE DID ALSO DECLARE TO THE DISCIPLES: "MANY PROPHETS AND RIGHTEOUS MEN HAVE DESIRED TO SEE AND HEAR WHAT YE DO SEE AND HEAR."(4) 
2. FOR IT WAS NOT MERELY FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVED ON HIM IN THE TIME OF TIBERIUS CAESAR THAT CHRIST CAME, NOR DID THE FATHER EXERCISE HIS PROVIDENCE FOR THE MEN ONLY WHO ARE NOW ALIVE, BUT FOR ALL MEN ALTOGETHER, WHO FROM THE BEGINNING, ACCORDING TO THEIR CAPACITY, IN THEIR GENERATION HAVE BOTH FEARED AND LOVED GOD, AND PRACTICED JUSTICE AND PIETY TOWARDS THEIR NEIGHBORS, AND HAVE EARNESTLY DESIRED TO SEE CHRIST, AND TO HEAR HIS VOICE. WHEREFORE HE SHALL, AT HIS SECOND COMING, FIRST ROUSE FROM THEIR SLEEP ALL PERSONS OF THIS DESCRIPTION, AND SHALL RAISE THEM UP, AS WELL AS THE REST WHO SHALL BE JUDGED, AND GIVE THEM A PLACE IN HIS KINGDOM. FOR IT IS TRULY "ONE GOD WHO" DIRECTED THE PATRIARCHS TOWARDS HIS DISPENSATIONS, AND "HAS JUSTIFIED THE CIRCUMCISION BY FAITH, AND THE UNCIRCUMCISION THROUGH FAITH."(5) FOR AS IN THE FIRST WE WERE PREFIGURED, SO, ON THE OTHER HAND, ARE THEY REPRESENTED IN US, THAT IS, IN THE CHURCH, AND RECEIVE THE RECOMPENSE FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH THEY ACCOMPLISHED. 
CHAP. XXIII.--THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS BY POINTING OUT THE ADVENT OF CHRIST, FORTIFIED THEREBY, AS IT WERE, THE WAY OF POSTERITY TO THE FAITH OF CHRIST; AND SO THE LABOURS OF THE APOSTLES WERE LESSENED INASMUCH AS THEY GATHERED IN THE FRUITS OF THE LABOURS OF OTHERS. 
1. FOR WHICH REASON THE LORD DECLARED TO THE DISCIPLES: "BEHOLD, I SAY UNTO YOU, LIFT UP YOUR EYES, AND LOOK UPON THE DISTRICTS (REGIONES), FOR THEY ARE WHITE [ALREADY] TO HARVEST. FOR THE HARVEST- MAN RECEIVETH WAGES, AND GATHERETH FRUIT UNTO LIFE ETERNAL, THAT BOTH HE THAT SOWETH AND HE THAT REAPETH MAY REJOICE TOGETHER. FOR IN THIS IS THE SAYING TRUE, THAT ONE SOWETH AND ANOTHER REAPETH. FOR I HAVE SENT YOU FORWARD TO REAP THAT WHEREON YE BESTOWED NO LABOUR; OTHER MEN HAVE LABOURED, AND YE HAVE ENTERED INTO THEIR LABOURS."(6) WHO, THEN, ARE THEY THAT HAVE LABOURED, AND HAVE HELPED FORWARD THE DISPENSATIONS OF GOD? IT IS CLEAR THAT THEY ARE THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS, WHO EVEN PREFIGURED OUR FAITH, AND DISSEMINATED THROUGH THE EARTH THE ADVENT OF THE SON OF GOD, WHO AND WHAT HE SHOULD BE: SO THAT POSTERITY, POSSESSING THE FEAR OF GOD, MIGHT EASILY ACCEPT THE ADVENT OF CHRIST, HAVING BEEN INSTRUCTED BY THE PROPHETS. AND FOR THIS REASON, IT WAS, THAT WHEN JOSEPH BECAME AWARE THAT MARY WAS WITH CHILD, AND WAS MINDED TO PUT HER AWAY PRIVILY, THE ANGEL SAID TO HIM IN SLEEP: "FEAR NOT TO TAKE TO THEE MARY THY WIFE; FOR THAT WHICH IS CONCEIVED IN HER IS OF THE HOLY GHOST. FOR SHE SHALL BRING FORTH A SON, AND THOU SHALT CALL HIS NAME JESUS; FOR HE SHALL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS."(7) AND EXHORTING HIM [TO THIS], HE ADDED: "NOW ALL THIS HAS BEEN DONE, THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED WHICH WAS SPOKEN FROM THE LORD BY THE PROPHET, SAYING, BEHOLD, A VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD, AND SHALL BRING FORTH A SON, AND HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED EMMANUEL;" THUS INFLUENCING HIM BY THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET, AND WARDING OFF BLAME FROM MARY, POINTING OUT THAT IT WAS SHE WHO WAS THE VIRGIN MENTIONED BY ISAIAH BEFOREHAND, WHO SHOULD GIVE BIRTH TO EMMANUEL. WHEREFORE, WHEN JOSEPH WAS CONVINCED BEYOND ALL DOUBT, HE BOTH DID TAKE MARY, AND JOYFULLY YIELDED OBEDIENCE IN REGARD TO ALL THE REST OF THE EDUCATION OF CHRIST, UNDERTAKING A JOURNEY INTO EGYPT AND BACK AGAIN, AND THEN A REMOVAL TO NAZARETH. [FOR THIS REASON,] THOSE WHO KNEW NOT THE SCRIPTURES NOR THE PROMISE OF GOD, NOR THE DISPENSATION OF CHRIST, AT LAST CALLED HIM THE FATHER OF THE CHILD. FOR THIS REASON, TOO, DID THE LORD HIMSELF READ AT CAPERNAUM THE PROPHECIES OF ISAIAH:(8) "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE HATH ANOINTED ME; TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR HATH HE SENT ME, TO HEAL THE BROKEN-HEARTED, TO PREACH DELIVERANCE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND SIGHT TO THE BLIND."(9) AT THE SAME TIME, SHOWING THAT IT WAS HE HIMSELF WHO HAD BEEN FORETOLD BY ESAIAS THE PROPHET, HE SAID TO THEM: "THIS DAY IS THIS SCRIPTURE FULFILLED IN YOUR EARS." 
2. FOR THIS REASON, ALSO, PHILIP, WHEN HE HAD DISCOVERED THE EUNUCH OF THE ETHIOPIANS' QUEEN READING THESE WORDS WHICH HAD BEEN WRITTEN: "HE WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO THE SLAUGHTER; AND AS A LAMB IS DUMB BEFORE THE SHEARER, SO HE OPENED NOT HIS MOUTH: IN HIS HUMILIATION HIS JUDGMENT WAS TAKEN AWAY;"(10) AND ALL THE REST WHICH THE PROPHET PROCEEDED TO RELATE IN REGARD TO HIS PASSION AND HIS COMING IN THE FLESH, AND HOW HE WAS DISHONORED BY THOSE WHO DID NOT BELIEVE HIM; EASILY PERSUADED HIM TO BELIEVE ON HIM, THAT HE WAS CHRIST JESUS, WHO WAS CRUCIFIED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, AND SUFFERED WHATSOEVER THE PROPHET HAD PREDICTED, AND THAT HE WAS THE SON OF GOD, WHO GIVES ETERNAL LIFE TO MEN. AND IMMEDIATELY WHEN [PHILIP] HAD BAPTIZED HIM, HE DEPARTED FROM HIM. FOR NOTHING ELSE [BUT BAPTISM] WAS WANTING TO HIM WHO HAD BEEN ALREADY INSTRUCTED BY THE PROPHETS: HE WAS NOT IGNORANT OF GOD THE FATHER, NOR OF THE RULES AS TO THE [PROPER] MANNER OF LIFE, BUT WAS MERELY IGNORANT OF THE ADVENT OF THE SON OF GOD, WHICH, WHEN HE HAD BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH, IN A SHORT SPACE OF TIME, HE WENT ON HIS WAY REJOICING, TO BE THE HERALD IN ETHIOPIA OF CHRIST'S ADVENT. THEREFORE, PHILIP HAD NO GREAT LABOUR TO GO THROUGH WITH REGARD TO THIS MAN, BECAUSE HE WAS ALREADY PREPARED IN THE FEAR OF GOD BY THE PROPHETS. FOR THIS REASON, TOO, DID THE APOSTLES, COLLECTING THE SHEEP WHICH HAD PERISHED OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND DISCOURSING TO THEM FROM THE SCRIPTURES, PROVE THAT THIS CRUCIFIED JESUS WAS THE CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD; AND THEY PERSUADED A GREAT MULTITUDE, WHO, HOWEVER, [ALREADY] POSSESSED THE FEAR OF GOD. AND THERE WERE, IN ONE DAY, BAPTIZED THREE, AND FOUR, AND FIVE THOUSAND MEN.(1) 
CHAP XXIV.--THE CONVERSION OF THE GENTILES WAS MORE DIFFICULT THAN THAT OF THE JEWS; THE LABOURS OF THOSE APOSTLES, THEREFORE WHO ENGAGED IN THE FORMER TASK, WERE GREATER THAN THOSE WHO UNDERTOOK THE LATTER. 
I. WHEREFORE ALSO PAUL, SINCE HE WAS THE APOSTLE OF THE GENTILES, SAYS, "I LABOURED MORE THAN THEY ALL."(2) FOR THE INSTRUCTION OF THE FORMER, [VIZ., THE JEWS,] WAS AN EASY TASK, BECAUSE THEY COULD ALLEGE PROOFS FROM THE SCRIPTURES, AND BECAUSE THEY, WHO WERE IN THE HABIT OF HEARING MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, DID ALSO READILY RECEIVE THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN OF THE DEAD, AND THE PRINCE OF THE LIFE OF GOD,--HIM WHO, BY THE SPREADING FORTH OF HANDS, DID DESTROY AMALEK, AND VIVIFY MAN FROM THE WOUND OF THE SERPENT, BY MEANS OF FAITH WHICH WAS [EXERCISED] TOWARDS HIM. AS I HAVE POINTED OUT IN THE PRECEDING BOOK, THE APOSTLE DID, IN THE FIRST PLACE, INSTRUCT THE GENTILES TO DEPART FROM THE SUPERSTITION OF IDOLS, AND TO WORSHIP ONE GOD, THE CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND THE FRAMER OF THE WHOLE CREATION; AND THAT HIS SON WAS HIS WORD, BY WHOM HE FOUNDED ALL THINGS; AND THAT HE, IN THE LAST TIMES, WAS MADE A MAN AMONG MEN; THAT HE REFORMED THE HUMAN RACE, BUT DESTROYED AND CONQUERED THE ENEMY OF MAN, AND GAVE TO HIS HANDIWORK VICTORY AGAINST THE ADVERSARY. BUT ALTHOUGH THEY WHO WERE OF THE CIRCUMCISION STILL DID NOT OBEY THE WORDS OF GOD, FOR THEY WERE DESPISERS, YET THEY WERE PREVIOUSLY INSTRUCTED NOT TO COMMIT ADULTERY, NOR FORNICATION, NOR THEFT, NOR FRAUD; AND THAT WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE DONE TO OUR NEIGHBORS’ PREJUDICE, WERE EVIL, AND DETESTED BY GOD. WHEREFORE ALSO THEY DID READILY AGREE TO ABSTAIN FROM THESE THINGS, BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN THUS INSTRUCTED. 
2. BUT THEY WERE BOUND TO TEACH THE GENTILES ALSO THIS VERY THING, THAT WORKS OF SUCH A NATURE WERE WICKED, PREJUDICIAL, AND USELESS, AND DESTRUCTIVE TO THOSE WHO ENGAGED IN THEM. WHEREFORE HE WHO HAD RECEIVED THE APOSTOLATE TO THE GENTILES,(3) DID LABOR MORE THAN THOSE WHO PREACHED THE SON OF GOD AMONG THEM OF THE CIRCUMCISION. FOR THEY WERE ASSISTED BY THE SCRIPTURES, WHICH THE LORD CONFIRMED AND TIFF-FILLED, IN COMING SUCH AS HE HAD BEEN ANNOUNCED; BUT HERE, [IN THE CASE OF THE GENTILES,] THERE WAS A CERTAIN FOREIGN ERUDITION, AND A NEW DOCTRINE [TO BE RECEIVED, NAMELY], THAT THE GODS OF THE NATIONS NOT ONLY WERE NO GODS AT ALL, BUT EVEN THE IDOLS OF DEMONS; AND THAT THERE IS ONE GOD, WHO IS "ABOVE ALL PRINCIPALITY, AND DOMINION, AND POWER, AND EVERY NAME WHICH IS NAMED;"(4) AND THAT HIS WORD, INVISIBLE BY NATURE, WAS MADE PALPABLE AND VISIBLE AMONG MEN, AND DID DESCEND "TO DEATH, EVEN THE DEATH OF THE CROSS;"(5) ALSO, THAT THEY WHO BELIEVE IN HIM SHALL BE INCORRUPTIBLE AND NOT SUBJECT TO SUFFERING, AND SHALL RECEIVE THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. THESE THINGS, TOO, WERE PREACHED TO THE GENTILES BY WORD, WITHOUT [THE AID OF] THE SCRIPTURES: WHEREFORE, ALSO, THEY WHO PREACHED AMONG THE GENTILES UNDERWENT GREATER LABOUR. BUT, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE FAITH OF THE GENTILES IS PROVED TO BE OF A MORE NOBLE DESCRIPTION, SINCE THEY FOLLOWED THE WORD OF GOD WITHOUT THE INSTRUCTION [DERIVED] FROM THE [SACRED] WRITINGS (SINE INSTRUCTIONE LITERARUM). 
CHAP. XXV.--BOTH COVENANTS WERE PREFIGURED IN ABRAHAM, AND IN THE LABOUR OF TAMAR; THERE WAS, HOWEVER, BUT ONE AND THE SAME GOD TO EACH COVENANT. 
I. FOR THUS IT HAD BEHOOVED THE SONS OF ABRAHAM [TO BE], WHOM GOD HAS RAISED UP TO HIM FROM THE STONES,(6) AND CAUSED TO TAKE A PLACE BESIDE HIM WHO WAS MADE THE CHIEF AND THE FORERUNNER OF OUR FAITH (WHO DID ALSO RECEIVE THE COVENANT OF CIRCUMCISION, AFTER THAT JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH WHICH HAD PERTAINED TO HIM, WHEN HE WAS YET IN UNCIRCUMCISION, SO THAT IN HIM BOTH COVENANTS MIGHT BE PREFIGURED, THAT HE MIGHT BE THE FATHER OF ALL WHO FOLLOW THE WORD OF GOD, AND WHO SUSTAIN A LIFE OF PILGRIMAGE IN THIS WORLD, THAT IS, OF THOSE WHO FROM AMONG THE CIRCUMCISION AND OF THOSE FROM AMONG THE UNCIRCUMCISION ARE FAITHFUL, EVEN AS ALSO "CHRIST(1) IS THE CHIEF CORNER-STONE" SUSTAINING ALL THINGS); AND HE GATHERED INTO THE ONE FAITH OF ABRAHAM THOSE WHO, FROM EITHER COVENANT, ARE ELIGIBLE FOR GOD'S BUILDING. BUT THIS FAITH WHICH IS IN UNCIRCUMCISION, AS CONNECTING THE END WITH THE BEGINNING, HAS BEEN MADE [BOTH] THE FIRST AND THE LAST. FOR, AS I HAVE SHOWN, IT EXISTED IN ABRAHAM ANTECEDENTLY TO CIRCUMCISION, AS IT ALSO DID IN THE REST OF THE RIGHTEOUS WHO PLEASED GOD: AND IN THESE LAST TIMES, IT AGAIN SPRANG UP AMONG MANKIND THROUGH THE COMING OF THE LORD. BUT CIRCUMCISION AND THE LAW OF WORKS OCCUPIED THE INTERVENING PERIOD.(2) 
2. THIS FACT IS INDEED SET FORTH BY MANY OTHER [OCCURRENCES], BUT TYPICALLY BY [THE HISTORY OF] THAMAR, JUDAH'S DAUGHTER-IN-LAW.(3) FOR WHEN SHE HAD CONCEIVED TWINS, ONE OF THEM PUT FORTH HIS HAND FIRST; AND AS THE MIDWIFE SUPPOSED THAT HE WAS THE FIRST-BORN, SHE BOUND A SCARLET TOKEN ON HIS HAND. BUT AFTER THIS HAD BEEN DONE, AND HE HAD DRAWN BACK HIS HAND, HIS BROTHER PHARES CAME FORTH THE FIRST; THEN, AFTER HIM, ZARA, UPON WHOM WAS THE SCARLET LINE, [WAS BORN] THE SECOND: THE SCRIPTURE CLEARLY POINTING OUT THAT PEOPLE WHICH POSSESSED THE SCARLET SIGN, THAT IS, FAITH IN A STATE OF CIRCUMCISION, WHICH WAS SHOWN BEFOREHAND, INDEED, IN THE PATRIARCHS FIRST; BUT AFTER THAT WITHDRAWN, THAT HIS BROTHER MIGHT BE BORN; AND ALSO, IN LIKE MANNER, HIM WHO WAS THE ELDER, AS BEING BORN IN THE SECOND PLACE, [HIM] WHO WAS DISTINGUISHED BY THE SCARLET TOKEN WHICH WAS [FASTENED] ON HIM, THAT IS, THE PASSION OF THE JUST ONE, WHICH WAS PREFIGURED FROM THE BEGINNING IN ABEL, AND DESCRIBED BY THE PROPHETS, BUT PERFECTED IN THE LAST TIMES IN THE SON OF GOD. 
3. FOR IT WAS REQUISITE THAT CERTAIN FACTS SHOULD BE ANNOUNCED BEFOREHAND BY THE FATHERS IN A PATERNAL MANNER, AND OTHERS PREFIGURED BY THE PROPHETS IN A LEGAL ONE, BUT OTHERS, DESCRIBED AFTER THE FORM OF CHRIST, BY THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE ADOPTION; WHILE IN ONE GOD ARE ALL THINGS SHOWN FORTH. FOR ALTHOUGH ABRAHAM WAS ONE, HE DID IN HIMSELF PREFIGURE THE TWO COVENANTS, IN WHICH SOME INDEED HAVE SOWN, WHILE OTHERS HAVE REAPED; FOR IT IS SAID, "IN THIS IS THE SAYING TRUE, THAT IT IS ONE 'PEOPLE' WHO SOWS, BUT ANOTHER WHO SHALL REAP;"(4) BUT IT IS ONE GOD WHO BESTOWS THINGS SUITABLE UPON BOTH--SEED TO THE SOWER, BUT BREAD FOR THE REAPER TO EAT. JUST AS IT IS ONE THAT PLANTETH, AND ANOTHER WHO WATERETH, BUT ONE GOD WHO GIVETH THE INCREASE.(5) FOR THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS SOWED THE WORD [CONCERNING] CHRIST, BUT THE CHURCH REAPED, THAT IS, RECEIVED THE FRUIT. FOR THIS REASON, TOO, DO THESE VERY MEN (THE PROPHETS) ALSO PRAY TO HAVE A DWELLING-PLACE IN IT, AS JEREMIAH SAYS, "WHO WILL GIVE ME IN THE DESERT THE LAST DWELLING-PLACE?"(6) IN ORDER THAT BOTH THE SOWER AND THE REAPER MAY REJOICE TOGETHER IN THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST, WHO IS PRESENT WITH ALL THOSE WHO WERE FROM THE BEGINNING APPROVED BY GOD, WHO GRANTED THEM HIS WORD TO BE PRESENT WITH THEM.(7) 
CHAP. XXVI.--THE TREASURE HID IN THE SCRIPTURES IS CHRIST; THE TRUE EXPOSITION OF THE SCRIPTURES IS TO BE FOUND IN THE CHURCH ALONE. 
1. IF ANY ONE, THEREFORE, READS THE SCRIPTURES WITH ATTENTION, HE WILL FIND IN THEM AN ACCOUNT OF CHRIST, AND A FORESHADOWING OF THE NEW CALLING (VOCATIONIS). FOR CHRIST IS THE TREASURE WHICH WAS HID IN THE FIELD,(8) THAT IS, IN THIS WORLD (FOR "THE FIELD IS THE WORLD"(9)); BUT THE TREASURE HID IN THE SCRIPTURES IS CHRIST, SINCE HE WAS POINTED OUT BY MEANS OF TYPES AND PARABLES. HENCE HIS HUMAN NATURE COULD NOT(10) BE UNDERSTOOD, PRIOR TO THE CONSUMMATION OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN PREDICTED, THAT IS, THE ADVENT OF CHRIST. AND THEREFORE, IT WAS SAID TO DANIEL THE PROPHET: "SHUT UP THE WORDS, AND SEAL THE BOOK EVEN TO THE TIME OF CONSUMMATION, UNTIL MANY LEARN, AND KNOWLEDGE BE COMPLETED. FOR AT THAT TIME, WHEN THE DISPERSION SHALL BE ACCOMPLISHED, THEY SHALL KNOW ALL THESE THINGS."(11) BUT JEREMIAH ALSO SAYS, "IN THE LAST DAYS THEY SHALL UNDERSTAND THESE THINGS."(12) FOR EVERY PROPHECY, BEFORE ITS FULFILMENT, IS TO MEN [FULL OF] ENIGMAS AND AMBIGUITIES. BUT WHEN THE TIME HAS ARRIVED, AND THE PREDICTION HAS COME TO PASS, THEN THE PROPHECIES HAVE A CLEAR AND CERTAIN EXPOSITION. AND FOR THIS REASON, INDEED, WHEN AT THIS PRESENT TIME THE LAW IS READ TO THE JEWS, IT IS LIKE A FABLE; FOR THEY DO NOT POSSESS THE EXPLANATION OF ALL THINGS PERTAINING TO THE ADVENT OF THE SON OF GOD, WHICH TOOK PLACE IN HUMAN NATURE; BUT WHEN IT IS READ BY THE CHRISTIANS, IT IS A TREASURE, HID INDEED IN A FIELD, BUT BROUGHT TO LIGHT BY THE CROSS OF CHRIST, AND EXPLAINED, BOTH ENRICHING THE UNDERSTANDING OF MEN, AND SHOWING FORTH THE WISDOM OF GOD AND DECLARING HIS DISPENSATIONS WITH REGARD TO MAN, AND FORMING THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST BEFOREHAND, AND PREACHING BY ANTICIPATION THE INHERITANCE OF THE HOLY JERUSALEM, AND PROCLAIMING BEFOREHAND THAT THE MAN WHO LOVES GOD SHALL ARRIVE AT SUCH EXCELLENCY AS EVEN TO SEE GOD, AND HEAR HIS WORD, AND FROM THE HEARING OF HIS DISCOURSE BE GLORIFIED TO SUCH AN EXTENT, THAT OTHERS CANNOT BEHOLD THE GLORY OF HIS COUNTENANCE, AS WAS SAID BY DANIEL: "THOSE WHO DO UNDERSTAND, SHALL SHINE AS THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE FIRMAMENT, AND MANY OF THE RIGHTEOUS(1) AS THE STARS FOR EVER AND EVER.''(2) THUS, THEN, I HAVE SHOWN IT TO BE,(3) IF ANY ONE READ THE SCRIPTURES. FOR THUS IT WAS THAT THE LORD DISCOURSED WITH, THE DISCIPLES AFTER HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, PROVING TO THEM FROM THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES "THAT CHRIST MUST SUFFER, AND ENTER INTO HIS GLORY, AND THAT REMISSION OF SINS SHOULD BE PREACHED IN HIS NAME THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD."(4) AND THE DISCIPLE WILL BE PERFECTED, AND [RENDERED] LIKE THE HOUSEHOLDER, "WHO BRINGETH FORTH FROM HIS TREASURE THINGS NEW AND OLD."(5) 
2. WHEREFORE IT IS INCUMBENT TO OBEY THE PRESBYTERS WHO ARE IN THE CHURCH, THOSE WHO, AS I HAVE SHOWN, POSSESS THE SUCCESSION FROM THE APOSTLES; THOSE WHO, TOGETHER WITH THE SUCCESSION OF THE EPISCOPATE, HAVE RECEIVED THE CERTAIN GIFT OF TRUTH, ACCORDING TO THE GOOD PLEASURE OF THE FATHER. BUT [IT IS ALSO INCUMBENT] TO HOLD IN SUSPICION OTHERS WHO DEPART FROM THE PRIMITIVE SUCCESSION, AND ASSEMBLE THEMSELVES TOGETHER IN ANY PLACE WHATSOEVER, [LOOKING UPON THEM] EITHER AS HERETICS OF PERVERSE MINDS, OR AS SCHISMARIES PUFFED UP AND SELF-PLEASING, OR AGAIN AS HYPOCRITES, ACTING THUS FOR THE SAKE OF LUCRE AND VAINGLORY. FOR ALL THESE HAVE FALLEN FROM THE TRUTH. AND THE HERETICS, INDEED, WHO BRING STRANGE FIRE TO THE ALTAR OF GOD--NAMELY, STRANGE DOCTRINES--SHALL BE BURNED UP BY THE FIRE FROM HEAVEN, AS WERE NADAB AND ABIUD.(6) BUT SUCH AS RISE UP IN OPPOSITION TO THE TRUTH, AND EXHORT OTHERS AGAINST THE CHURCH OF GOD, [SHALL] REMAIN AMONG THOSE IN HELL (APUD INFEROS), BEING SWALLOWED UP BY AN EARTHQUAKE, EVEN AS THOSE WHO WERE WITH CHORE, DATHAN, AND ABIRON.(7) BUT THOSE WHO CLEAVE ASUNDER, AND SEPARATE THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH, [SHALL] RECEIVE FROM GOD THE SAME PUNISHMENT AS JEROBOAM DID.(8) 
3. THOSE, HOWEVER, WHO ARE BELIEVED TO BE PRESBYTERS BY MANY, BUT SERVE THEIR OWN LUSTS, AND, DO NOT PLACE THE FEAR OF GOD SUPREME IN THEIR HEARTS, BUT CONDUCT THEMSELVES WITH CONTEMPT TOWARDS OTHERS, AND ARE PUFFED UP WITH THE PRIDE OF HOLDING THE CHIEF SEAT, AND WORK EVIL DEEDS IN SECRET, SAYING, "NO MAN SEES US," SHALL BE CONVICTED BY THE WORD, WHO DOES NOT JUDGE AFTER OUTWARD APPEARANCE (SECUNDUM GLORIAM), NOR LOOKS UPON THE COUNTENANCE, BUT THE HEART; AND THEY SHALL HEAR THOSE WORDS, TO BE FOUND IN DANIEL THE PROPHET: "O THOU SEED OF CANAAN, AND NOT OF JUDAH, BEAUTY HATH DECEIVED THEE, AND LUST PERVERTED THY HEART.(9) THOU THAT ART WAXEN OLD IN WICKED DAYS, NOW THY SINS WHICH THOU HAST COMMITTED AFORETIME ARE COME TO LIGHT; FOR THOU HAST PRONOUNCED FALSE JUDGMENTS, AND HAST BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO CONDEMN THE INNOCENT, AND TO LET THE GUILTY GO FREE, ALBEIT THE LORD SAITH, THE INNOCENT AND THE RIGHTEOUS SHALT THOU NOT SLAY."(10) OF WHOM ALSO DID THE LORD SAY: "BUT IF THE EVIL SERVANT SHALL SAY IN HIS HEART, MY LORD DELAYETH HIS COMING, AND SHALL BEGIN TO SMITE THE MAN-SERVANTS AND MAIDENS, AND TO EAT AND DRINK AND BE DRUNKEN; THE LORD OF THAT SERVANT SHALL COME IN A DAY THAT HE LOOKETH NOT FOR HIM, AND IN AN HOUR THAT HE IS NOT AWARE OF, AND SHALL CUT HIM ASUNDER, AND APPOINT HIM HIS PORTION WITH THE UNBELIEVERS."(11) 
4. FROM ALL SUCH PERSONS, THEREFORE, IT BE-BORES US TO KEEP ALOOF, BUT TO ADHERE TO THOSE WHO, AS I HAVE ALREADY OBSERVED, DO HOLD THE DOCTRINE OF THE APOSTLES, AND WHO, TOGETHER WITH THE ORDER OF PRIESTHOOD (PRESBYTERII ORDINE), DISPLAY SOUND SPEECH AND BLAMELESS CONDUCT FOR THE CONFIRMATION AND CORRECTION OF OTHERS.(12) IN THIS WAY, MOSES, TO WHOM SUCH A LEADERSHIP WAS ENTRUSTED, RELYING ON A GOOD CONSCIENCE, CLEARED HIMSELF BEFORE GOD, SAYING, "I HAVE NOT IN COVETOUSNESS TAKEN ANYTHING BELONGING TO ONE OF THESE MEN, NOR HAVE I DONE EVIL TO ONE OF THEM."(13) IN THIS WAY, TOO, SAMUEL, WHO JUDGED THE PEOPLE SO MANY YEARS, AND BORE RULE OVER ISRAEL WITHOUT ANY PRIDE, IN THE END CLEARED HIMSELF, SAYING, "I HAVE WALKED BEFORE YOU FROM MY CHILDHOOD EVEN UNTO THIS DAY: ANSWER ME IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, AND BEFORE HIS ANOINTED (CHRISTI EJUS); WHOSE OX OR WHOSE ASS OF YOURS HAVE I TAKEN, OR OVER WHOM HAVE I TYRANNIZED, OR WHOM HAVE I OPPRESSED? OR IF I HAVE RECEIVED FROM THE HAND OF ANY A BRIBE OR [SO MUCH AS] A SHOE, SPEAK OUT AGAINST ME, AND I WILL RESTORE IT TO YOU."(1) AND WHEN THE PEOPLE HAD SAID TO HIM, "THOU HAST NOT TYRANNIZED, NEITHER HAST THOU OPPRESSED US NEITHER HAST THOU TAKEN OUGHT OF ANY MAN'S HAND," HE CALLED THE LORD TO WITNESS, SAYING, "THE LORD IS WITNESS, AND HIS ANOINTED IS WITNESS THIS DAY, THAT YE HAVE NOT FOUND OUGHT IN MY HAND. AND THEY SAID TO HIM, HE IS WITNESS." IN THIS STRAIN ALSO THE APOSTLE PAUL, INASMUCH AS HE HAD A GOOD CONSCIENCE, SAID TO THE CORINTHIANS: "FOR WE ARE NOT AS MANY, WHO CORRUPT THE WORD OF GOD: BUT AS OF SINCERITY, BUT AS OF GOD, IN THE SIGHT OF GOD SPEAK WE IN CHRIST;"(2) "WE HAVE INJURED NO MAN, CORRUPTED NO MAN, CIRCUMVENTED NO MAN."(3) 
5. SUCH PRESBYTERS DOES THE CHURCH NOURISH, OF WHOM ALSO THE PROPHET SAYS: "I WILL GIVE THY RULERS IN PEACE, AND THY BISHOPS IN RIGHTEOUSNESS."(4) OF WHOM ALSO DID THE LORD DECLARE, "WHO THEN SHALL BE A FAITHFUL STEWARD (ACTOR), GOOD AND WISE, WHOM THE LORD SETS OVER HIS HOUSEHOLD, TO GIVE THEM THEIR MEAT IN DUE SEASON? BLESSED IS THAT SERVANT WHOM HIS LORD, WHEN HE COMETH, SHALL FIND SO DOING."(5) PAUL THEN, TEACHING US WHERE ONE MAY FIND SUCH, SAYS, "GOD HATH PLACED IN THE CHURCH, FIRST, APOSTLES; SECONDLY, PROPHETS; THIRDLY, TEACHERS."(6) WHERE, THEREFORE, THE GIFTS OF THE LORD HAVE BEEN PLACED, THERE IT BEHOOVES US TO LEARN THE TRUTH, [NAMELY,] FROM THOSE WHO POSSESS THAT SUCCESSION OF THE CHURCH WHICH IS FROM THE APOSTLES? AND AMONG WHOM EXISTS THAT WHICH IS SOUND AND BLAMELESS IN CONDUCT, AS WELL AS THAT WHICH IS UNADULTERATED AND INCORRUPT IN SPEECH. FOR THESE ALSO PRESERVE THIS FAITH OF OURS IN ONE GOD WHO CREATED ALL THINGS; AND THEY INCREASE THAT LOVE [WHICH WE HAVE] FOR THE SON OF GOD, WHO ACCOMPLISHED SUCH MARVELOUS DISPENSATIONS FOR OUR SAKE: AND THEY EXPOUND THE SCRIPTURES TO US WITHOUT DANGER, NEITHER BLASPHEMING GOD, NOR DISHONORING THE PATRIARCHS, NOR DESPISING THE PROPHETS. 
CHAP. XXVII--THE SINS OF THE MEN OF OLD TIME, WHICH INCURRED THE DISPLEASURE OF GOD, WERE, BY HIS PROVIDENCE, COMMITTED TO WRITING, THAT WE MIGHT DERIVE INSTRUCTION THEREBY, AND NOT BE FILLED WITH PRIDE. WE MUST NOT, THEREFORE, INFER THAT THERE WAS ANOTHER GOD THAN HE WHOM CHRIST PREACHED; WE SHOULD RATHER FEAR, LEST THE ONE AND THE SAME GOD WHO INFLICTED PUNISHMENT ON THE ANCIENTS, SHOULD BRING DOWN HEAVIER UPON US. 
I. AS I HAVE HEARD FROM A CERTAIN PRESBYTER,(8) WHO HAD HEARD IT FROM THOSE WHO HAD SEEN THE APOSTLES, AND FROM THOSE WHO HAD BEEN THEIR DISCIPLES, THE PUNISHMENT [DECLARED] IN SCRIPTURE WAS SUFFICIENT FOR THE ANCIENTS IN REGARD TO WHAT THEY DID WITHOUT THE SPIRIT'S GUIDANCE. FOR AS GOD IS NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS, HE INFLICTED A PROPER PUNISHMENT ON DEEDS DISPLEASING TO HIM. AS IN THE CASE OF DAVID,(9) WHEN HE SUFFERED PERSECUTION FROM SAUL FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, AND FLED FROM KING SAUL, AND WOULD NOT AVENGE HIMSELF OF HIS ENEMY, HE BOTH SUNG THE ADVENT OF CHRIST, AND INSTRUCTED THE NATIONS IN WISDOM, AND DID EVERYTHING AFTER THE SPIRIT'S GUIDANCE, AND PLEASED GOD. BUT WHEN HIS LUST PROMPTED HIM TO TAKE BATHSHEBA, THE WIFE OF URIAH, THE SCRIPTURE SAID CONCERNING HIM, "NOW, THE THING (SERMO) WHICH DAVID HAD DONE APPEARED WICKED IN THE EYES OF THE LORD;"(10) AND NATHAN THE PROPHET IS SENT TO HIM, POINTING OUT TO HIM HIS CRIME, IN ORDER THAT HE, PASSING SENTENCE UPON AND CONDEMNING HIMSELF, MIGHT OBTAIN MERCY AND FORGIVENESS FROM CHRIST: "AND [NATHAN] SAID TO HIM, THERE WERE TWO MEN IN ONE CITY; THE ONE RICH, AND THE OTHER POOR. THE RICH MAN HAD EXCEEDING MANY FLOCKS AND HERDS; BUT THE POOR MAN HAD NOTHING, SAVE ONE LITTLE EWE- LAMB, WHICH HE POSSESSED, AND NOURISHED UP; AND IT HAD BEEN WITH HIM AND WITH HIS CHILDREN TOGETHER: IT DID EAT OF HIS OWN BREAD, AND DRANK OF HIS CUP, AND WAS TO HIM AS A DAUGHTER. AND THERE CAME A GUEST UNTO THE RICH MAN; AND HE SPARED TO TAKE OF THE FLOCK OF HIS OWN EWE-LAMBS, AND FROM THE HERDS OF HIS OWN OXEN, TO ENTERTAIN THE GUEST; BUT HE TOOK THE EWE-LAMB OF THE POOR MAN, AND SET IT BEFORE THE MAN THAT HAD COME UNTO HIM. AND DAVID'S ANGER WAS GREATLY KINDLED AGAINST THE MAN; AND HE SAID TO NATHAN, AS THE LORD LIVETH, THE MAN THAT HATH DONE THIS THING SHALL SURELY DIE (FILIUS MORTIS EST): AND HE SHALL RESTORE THE LAMB FOURFOLD, BECAUSE HE HATH DONE THIS THING, AND BECAUSE HE HAD NO PITY FOR THE POOR MAN. AND NATHAN SAID UNTO HIM, THOU ART THE MAN WHO HAST DONE THIS."(11) AND THEN HE PROCEEDS WITH THE REST [OF THE NARRATIVE], UPBRAIDING HIM, AND RECOUNTING GOD'S BENEFITS TOWARDS HIM, AND [SHOWING HIM] HOW MUCH HIS CONDUCT HAD DISPLEASED THE LORD. FOR [HE DECLARED] THAT WORKS OF THIS NATURE WERE NOT PLEASING TO GOD, BUT THAT GREAT WRATH WAS SUSPENDED OVER HIS HOUSE. DAVID, HOWEVER, WAS STRUCK WITH REMORSE ON HEATING THIS, AND EXCLAIMED, "I HAVE SINNED AGAINST THE LORD;" AND HE SUNG A PENITENTIAL PSALM, WAITING FOR THE COMING OF THE LORD, WHO WASHES AND MAKES CLEAN THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN FAST BOUND WITH [THE CHAIN OF] SIN. IN LIKE MANNER IT WAS WITH REGARD TO SOLOMON, WHILE HE CONTINUED TO JUDGE UPRIGHTLY, AND TO DECLARE THE WISDOM OF GOD, AND BUILT THE TEMPLE AS THE TYPE OF TRUTH, AND SET FORTH THE GLORIES OF GOD, AND ANNOUNCED THE PEACE ABOUT TO COME UPON THE NATIONS, AND PREFIGURED THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST, AND SPOKE THREE THOUSAND PARABLES ABOUT THE LORD'S ADVENT, AND FIVE THOUSAND SONGS, SINGING PRAISE TO GOD, AND EXPOUNDED THE WISDOM OF GOD IN CREATION, [DISCOURSING] AS TO THE NATURE OF EVERY TREE, EVERY HERB, AND OF ALL FOWLS, QUADRUPEDS, AND FISHES; AND HE SAID, "WILL GOD WHOM THE HEAVENS CANNOT CONTAIN, REALLY DWELL WITH MEN UPON THE EARTH?"(1) AND HE PLEASED GOD, AND WAS THE ADMIRATION OF ALL; AND ALL KINGS OF THE EARTH SOUGHT AN INTERVIEW WITH HIM (QUAEREBANT FACIEM EJUS) THAT THEY MIGHT HEAR THE WISDOM WHICH GOD HAD CONFERRED UPON HIM.(2) THE QUEEN OF THE SOUTH, TOO, CAME TO HIM FROM THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, TO ASCERTAIN THE WISDOM THAT WAS IN HIM:(3) SHE WHOM THE LORD ALSO REFERRED TO AS ONE WHO SHOULD RISE UP IN THE JUDGMENT WITH THE NATIONS OF THOSE MEN WHO DO HEAR HIS WORDS, AND DO NOT BELIEVE IN HIM, AND SHOULD CONDEMN THEM, INASMUCH AS SHE SUBMITTED HERSELF TO THE WISDOM ANNOUNCED BY THE SERVANT OF GOD, WHILE THESE MEN DESPISED THAT WISDOM WHICH PROCEEDED DIRECTLY FROM THE SON OF GOD. FOR SOLOMON WAS A SERVANT, BUT CHRIST IS INDEED THE SON OF GOD, AND THE LORD OF SOLOMON. WHILE, THEREFORE, HE SERVED GOD WITHOUT BLAME, AND MINISTERED TO HIS DISPENSATIONS, THEN WAS HE GLORIFIED: BUT WHEN HE TOOK WIVES FROM ALL NATIONS, AND PERMITTED THEM TO SET UP IDOLS IN ISRAEL, THE SCRIPTURE SPOKE THUS CONCERNING HIM: "AND KING SOLOMON WAS A LOVER OF WOMEN, AND HE TOOK TO HIMSELF FOREIGN WOMEN; AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN SOLOMON WAS OLD, HIS HEART WAS NOT PERFECT WITH THE LORD HIS GOD. AND THE FOREIGN WOMEN TURNED AWAY HIS HEART AFTER STRANGE GODS. AND SOLOMON DID EVIL IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD: HE DID NOT WALK AFTER THE LORD, AS DID DAVID HIS FATHER. AND THE LORD WAS ANGRY WITH SOLOMON; FOR HIS HEART WAS NOT PERFECT WITH THE LORD, AS WAS THE HEART OF DAVID HIS FATHER."(4) THE SCRIPTURE HAS THUS SUFFICIENTLY REPROVED HIM, AS THE PRESBYTER REMARKED, IN ORDER THAT NO FLESH MAY GLORY IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD. 
2. IT WAS FOR THIS REASON, TOO, THAT THE LORD DESCENDED INTO THE REGIONS BENEATH THE EARTH, PREACHING HIS ADVENT THERE ALSO, AND [DECLARING] THE REMISSION OF SINS RECEIVED BY THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM.(5) NOW ALL THOSE BELIEVED IN HIM WHO HAD HOPE TOWARDS HIM, THAT IS, THOSE WHO PROCLAIMED HIS ADVENT, AND SUBMITTED TO HIS DISPENSATIONS, THE RIGHTEOUS MEN, THE PROPHETS, AND THE PATRIARCHS, TO WHOM HE REMITTED SINS IN THE SAME WAY AS HE DID TO US, WHICH SINS WE SHOULD NOT LAY TO THEIR CHARGE, IF WE WOULD NOT DESPISE THE GRACE OF GOD. FOR AS THESE MEN DID NOT IMPUTE UNTO US (THE GENTILES) OUR TRANSGRESSIONS, WHICH WE WROUGHT BEFORE CHRIST WAS MANIFESTED AMONG US, SO ALSO IT IS NOT RIGHT THAT WE SHOULD LAY BLAME UPON THOSE WHO SINNED BEFORE CHRIST'S COMING. FOR "ALL MEN COME SHORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD,"(6) AND ARE NOT JUSTIFIED OF THEMSELVES, BUT BY THE ADVENT OF THE LORD, THEY WHO EARNESTLY DIRECT THEIR EYES TOWARDS HIS LIGHT. AND IT IS FOR OUR INSTRUCTION THAT THEIR ACTIONS HAVE BEEN COMMITTED TO WRITING, THAT WE MIGHT KNOW, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THAT OUR GOD AND THEIRS IS ONE, AND THAT SINS DO NOT PLEASE HIM ALTHOUGH COMMITTED BY MEN OF RENOWN; AND IN THE SECOND PLACE, THAT WE SHOULD KEEP FROM WICKEDNESS. FOR IF THESE MEN OF OLD TIME, WHO PRECEDED US IN THE GIFTS [BESTOWED UPON THEM], AND FOR WHOM THE SON OF GOD HAD NOT YET SUFFERED, WHEN THEY COMMITTED ANY SIN AND SERVED FLESHLY LUSTS, WERE RENDERED OBJECTS OF SUCH DISGRACE, WHAT SHALL THE MEN OF THE PRESENT DAY SUFFER, WHO HAVE DESPISED THE LORD'S COMING, AND BECOME THE SLAVES OF THEIR OWN LUSTS? AND TRULY THE DEATH OF THE LORD BECAME [THE MEANS OF] HEALING AND REMISSION OF SINS TO THE FORMER, BUT CHRIST SHALL NOT DIE AGAIN IN BEHALF OF THOSE WHO NOW COMMIT SIN, FOR DEATH SHALL NO MORE HAVE DOMINION OVER HIM; BUT THE SON SHALL COME IN THE GLORY OF THE FATHER, REQUIRING FROM HIS STEWARDS AND DISPENSERS THE MONEY WHICH HE HAD ENTRUSTED TO THEM, WITH USURY; AND FROM THOSE TO WHOM HE HAD GIVEN MOST SHALL HE DEMAND MOST. WE OUGHT NOT, THEREFORE, AS THAT PRESBYTER REMARKS, TO BE PUFFED UP, NOR BE SEVERE UPON THOSE OF OLD TIME, BUT OUGHT OURSELVES TO FEAR, LEST PERCHANCE, AFTER [WE HAVE COME TO] THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST, IF WE DO THINGS DISPLEASING TO GOD, WE OBTAIN NO FURTHER FORGIVENESS OF SINS, BUT BE SHUT OUT FROM HIS KINGDOM.(6) AND THEREFORE IT WAS THAT PAUL SAID, "FOR IF [GOD] SPARED NOT THE NATURAL BRANCHES, [TAKE HEED] LEST HE ALSO SPARE NOT THEE, WHO, WHEN THOU WERT A WILD OLIVE TREE, WERT GRAFTED INTO THE FATNESS OF THE OLIVE TREE, AND WERT MADE A PARTAKER OF ITS FATNESS."(7) 
3. THOU WILT NOTICE, TOO, THAT THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF THE COMMON PEOPLE HAVE BEEN DESCRIBED IN LIKE MANNER, NOT FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO DID THEN TRANSGRESS, BUT AS A MEANS OF INSTRUCTION UNTO US, AND THAT WE SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT IT IS ONE AND THE SAME GOD AGAINST WHOM THESE MEN SINNED, AND AGAINST WHOM CERTAIN PERSONS DO NOW TRANSGRESS FROM AMONG THOSE WHO PROFESS TO HAVE BELIEVED IN HIM. BUT THIS ALSO, [AS THE PRESBYTER STATES,] HAS PAUL DECLARED MOST PLAINLY IN THE EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, WHEN HE SAYS, "BRETHREN, I WOULD NOT THAT YE SHOULD BE IGNORANT, HOW THAT ALL OUR FATHERS WERE UNDER THE CLOUD, AND WERE ALL BAPTIZED UNTO MOSES IN THE SEA, AND DID ALL EAT THE SAME SPIRITUAL MEAT, AND DID ALL DRINK THE SAME SPIRITUAL DRINK: FOR THEY DRANK OF THAT SPIRITUAL ROCK THAT FOLLOWED THEM; AND THE ROCK WAS CHRIST. BUT WITH MANY OF THEM GOD WAS NOT WELL PLEASED, FOR THEY WERE OVERTHROWN IN THE WILDERNESS. THESE THINGS WERE FOR OUR EXAMPLE (IN FIGURAM NOSTRI), TO THE INTENT THAT WE SHOULD NOT LUST AFTER EVIL THINGS, AS THEY ALSO LUSTED; NEITHER BE YE IDOLATERS, AS WERE SOME OF THEM, AS IT IS WRITTEN:(1) THE PEOPLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND ROSE UP TO PLAY. NEITHER LET US COMMIT FORNICATION, AS SOME OF THEM ALSO DID, AND FELL IN ONE DAY THREE AND TWENTY THOUSAND. NEITHER LET US TEMPT CHRIST, AS SOME OF THEM ALSO TEMPTED, AND WERE DESTROYED OF SERPENTS. NEITHER MURMUR YE, AS SOME OF THEM MURMURED, AND WERE DESTROYED OF THE DESTROYER. BUT ALL THESE THINGS HAPPENED TO THEM IN A FIGURE, AND WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR ADMONITION, UPON WHOM THE END OF THE WORLD (SAECULORUM) IS COME. WHEREFORE LET HIM THAT THINKETH HE STANDETH, TAKE HEED LEST HE FALL."(2) 
4. SINCE THEREFORE, BEYOND ALL DOUBT AND CONTRADICTION, THE APOSTLE SHOWS THAT THERE IS ONE AND THE SAME GOD, WHO DID BOTH ENTER INTO JUDGMENT WITH THESE FORMER THINGS, AND WHO DOES INQUIRE INTO THOSE OF THE PRESENT TIME, AND POINTS OUT WHY THESE THINGS HAVE BEEN COMMITTED TO WRITING; ALL THESE MEN ARE FOUND TO BE UNLEARNED AND PRESUMPTUOUS, NAY, EVEN DESTITUTE OF COMMON SENSE, WHO, BECAUSE OF THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF THEM OF OLD TIME, AND BECAUSE OF THE DISOBEDIENCE OF A VAST NUMBER OF THEM, DO ALLEGE THAT THERE WAS INDEED ONE GOD OF THESE MEN, AND THAT HE WAS THE MAKER OF THE WORLD, AND EXISTED IN A STATE OF DEGENERACY; BUT THAT THERE WAS ANOTHER FATHER DECLARED BY CHRIST, AND THAT THIS BEING IS HE WHO HAS BEEN CONCEIVED BY THE MIND OF EACH OF THEM; NOT UNDERSTANDING THAT AS, IN THE FORMER CASE, GOD SHOWED HIMSELF NOT WELL PLEASED IN MANY STANCES TOWARDS THOSE WHO SINNED, SO ALSO IN THE LATTER, "MANY ARE CALLED, BUT FEW ARE CHOSEN."(3) AS THEN THE UNRIGHTEOUS, THE IDOLATERS, AND FORNICATORS PERISHED, SO ALSO IS IT NOW: FOR BOTH THE LORD DECLARES, THAT SUCH PERSONS ARE SENT INTO ETERNAL FIRE;(4) AND THE APOSTLE SAYS, "KNOW YE NOT THAT THE UNRIGHTEOUS SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD? BE NOT DECEIVED: NEITHER FORNICATORS, NOR IDOLATERS, NOR ADULTERERS, NOT EFFEMINATE, NOR ABUSERS OF THEMSELVES WITH MANKIND, NOR THIEVES, NOR COVETOUS, NOR DRUNKARDS, NOR REVILERS, NOR EXTORTIONERS, SHALL INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD."(5) AND AS IT WAS NOT TO THOSE WHO ARE WITHOUT THAT HE SAID THESE THINGS, BUT TO US. LEST WE SHOULD BE CAST FORTH FROM THE KINGDOM OF GOD, BY DOING ANY SUCH THING, HE PROCEEDS TO SAY, "AND SUCH INDEED WERE YE; BUT YE ARE WASHED, BUT YE ARE SANCTIFIED IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND BY THE SPIRIT OF OUR GOD." AND JUST AS THEN, THOSE WHO LED VICIOUS LIVES, AND PUT OTHER PEOPLE ASTRAY, WERE CONDEMNED AND CAST OUT, SO ALSO EVEN NOW THE OFFENDING EYE IS PLUCKED OUT, AND THE FOOT AND THE HAND, LEST THE REST OF THE BODY PERISH IN LIKE MANNER.(6) AND WE HAVE THE PRECEPT: "IF ANY MAN THAT IS CALLED A BROTHER BE A FORNICATOR, OR COVETOUS, OR AN IDOLATER, OR A RAILER, OR A DRUNKARD, OR AN EXTORTIONER, WITH SUCH AN ONE NO NOT TO EAT."(7) AND AGAIN DOES THE APOSTLE SAY, "LET NO MAN DECEIVE YOU WITH VAIN WORDS; FOR BECAUSE OF THESE THINGS COMETH THE WRATH OF GOD UPON THE SONS OF MISTRUST. BE NOT YE THEREFORE PAR- TAKERS WITH THEM."(8) AND AS THEN THE CONDEMNATION OF SINNERS EXTENDED TO OTHERS WHO APPROVED OF THEM, AND JOINED IN THEIR SOCIETY; SO ALSO IS IT THE CASE AT PRESENT, THAT "A LITTLE LEAVEN LEAVENETH THE WHOLE LUMP."(9) AND AS THE WRATH OF GOD DID THEN DESCEND UPON THE UNRIGHTEOUS, HERE ALSO DOES THE APOSTLE LIKEWISE SAY: "FOR THE WRATH OF GOD SHALL BE REVEALED FROM HEAVEN AGAINST ALL UNGODLINESS AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF THOSE MEN WHO HOLD BACK THE TRUTH IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS."(10) AND AS, IN THOSE TIMES, VENGEANCE CAME FROM GOD UPON THE EGYPTIANS WHO WERE SUBJECTING ISRAEL TO UNJUST PUNISHMENT, SO IS IT NOW, THE LORD TRULY DECLARING, "AND SHALL NOT GOD AVENGE HIS OWN ELECT, WHICH CRY DAY AND NIGHT UNTO HIM? I TELL YOU, THAT HE WILL AVENGE THEM SPEEDILY."(11) SO SAYS THE APOSTLE, IN LIKE MANNER, IN THE EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS: "SEEING IT IS A RIGHTEOUS THING WITH GOD TO RECOMPENSE TRIBULATION TO THEM THAT TROUBLE YOU; AND TO YOU WHO ARE TROUBLED REST WITH US, AT THE REVEALING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST FROM HEAVEN WITH HIS MIGHTY ANGELS, AND IN A FLAME OF FIRE, TO TAKE VENGEANCE UPON THOSE WHO KNOW NOT GOD, AND UPON THOSE THAT OBEY NOT THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST: WHO SHALL ALSO BE PUNISHED WITH EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, AND FROM THE GLORY OF HIS POWER; WHEN HE SHALL COME TO BE GLORIFIED IN HIS SAINTS, AND TO BE ADMIRED IN ALL THEM WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN HIM."(1) 
CHAP. XXVIII.--THOSE PERSONS PROVE THEMSELVES SENSELESS WHO EXAGGERATE THE MERCY OF CHRIST, BUT ARE SILENT AS TO THE JUDGMENT, AND LOOK ONLY AT THE MORE ABUNDANT GRACE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT; BUT, FORGETFUL OF THE GREATER DEGREE OF PERFECTION WHICH IT DEMANDS FROM US, THEY ENDEAVOUR TO SHOW THAT THERE IS ANOTHER GOD BEYOND HIM WHO CREATED THE WORLD. 
1. INASMUCH, THEN, AS IN BOTH TESTAMENTS THERE IS THE SAME RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD [DISPLAYED] WHEN GOD TAKES VENGEANCE, IN THE ONE CASE INDEED TYPICALLY, TEMPORARILY, AND MORE MODERATELY; BUT IN THE OTHER, REALLY, ENDURINGLY, AND MORE RIGIDLY: FOR THE FIRE IS ETERNAL, AND THE WRATH OF GOD WHICH SHALL BE REVEALED FROM HEAVEN FROM THE FACE OF OUR LORD (AS DAVID ALSO SAYS, "BUT THE FACE OF THE LORD IS AGAINST THEM THAT DO EVIL, TO CUT OFF THE REMEMBRANCE OF THEM FROM THE EARTH"(2)), ENTAILS A HEAVIER PUNISHMENT ON THOSE WHO INCUR IT,--THE CIDERS POINTED OUT THAT THOSE MEN ARE DEVOID OF SENSE, WHO, [ARGUING] FROM WHAT HAPPENED TO THOSE WHO FORMERLY DID NOT OBEY GOD, DO ENDEAVOR TO BRING IN ANOTHER FATHER, SETTING OVER AGAINST [THESE PUNISHMENTS] WHAT GREAT THINGS THE LORD HAD DONE AT HIS COMING TO SAVE THOSE WHO RECEIVED HIM, TAKING COMPASSION UPON THEM; WHILE THEY KEEP SILENCE WITH REGARD TO HIS JUDGMENT; AND ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH SHALL COME UPON SUCH AS HAVE HEARD HIS WORDS, BUT DONE THEM NOT, AND THAT IT WERE BETTER FOR THEM IF THEY HAD NOT BEEN BORN,(3) AND THAT IT SHALL BE MORE TOLERABLE FOR SODOM AND GOMORRAH IN THE JUDGMENT THAN FOR THAT CITY WHICH DID NOT RECEIVE THE WORD OF HIS DISCIPLES.(4) 
2. FOR AS, IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, THAT FAITH OF MEN [TO BE PLACED] IN GOD HAS BEEN INCREASED, RECEIVING IN ADDITION [TO WHAT WAS ALREADY REVEALED] THE SON OF GOD, THAT MAN TOO MIGHT BE A PARTAKER OF GOD; SO IS ALSO OUR WALK IN LIFE REQUIRED TO BE MORE CIRCUMSPECT, WHEN WE ARE DIRECTED NOT MERELY TO ABSTAIN FROM EVIL ACTIONS, BUT EVEN FROM EVIL THOUGHTS, AND FROM IDLE WORDS, AND EMPTY TALK, AND SCURRILOUS-LANGUAGE:(5) THUS ALSO THE PUNISHMENT OF THOSE WHO DO NOT BELIEVE THE WORD OF GOD, AND DESPISE HIS ADVENT, AND ARE TURNED AWAY BACKWARDS, IS INCREASED; BEING NOT MERELY TEMPORAL, BUT RENDERED ALSO ETERNAL. FOR TO WHOMSOEVER THE LORD SHALL SAY, "DEPART FROM ME, YE CURSED, INTO EVERLASTING FIRE,"(6) THESE SHALL BE DAMNED FOR EVER; AND TO WHOMSOEVER HE SHALL SAY, "COME, YE BLESSED OF MY FATHER, INHERIT THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FOR ETERNITY,"(7) THESE DO RECEIVE THE KINGDOM FOR EVER, AND MAKE CONSTANT ADVANCE IN IT; SINCE THERE IS ONE AND THE SAME GOD THE FATHER, AND HIS WORD, WHO HAS BEEN ALWAYS PRESENT WITH THE HUMAN RACE, BY MEANS INDEED OF VARIOUS DISPENSATIONS, AND HAS WROUGHT OUT MANY THINGS, AND SAVED FROM THE BEGINNING THOSE WHO ARE SAVED, (FOR THESE ARE THEY WHO LOVE GOD, AND FOLLOW THE WORD OF GOD ACCORDING TO THE CLASS TO WHICH THEY BELONG,) AND HAS JUDGED THOSE WHO ARE JUDGED, THAT IS, THOSE WHO FORGET GOD, AND ARE BLASPHEMOUS, AND TRANSGRESSORS OF HIS WORD. 
3. FOR THE SESAME HERETICS ALREADY MENTIONED BY US HAVE FALLEN AWAY FROM THEMSELVES, BY ACCUSING THE LORD, IN WHOM THEY SAY THAT THEY BELIEVE. FOR THOSE POINTS TO WHICH THEY CALL ATTENTION WITH REGARD TO THE GOD WHO THEN AWARDED TEMPORAL PUNISHMENTS TO THE UNBELIEVING, AND SMOTE THE EGYPTIANS, WHILE HE SAVED THOSE THAT WERE OBEDIENT; THESE SAME [FACTS, I SAY,] SHALL NEVERTHELESS REPEAT THEMSELVES IN THE LORD, WHO JUDGES FOR ETERNITY THOSE WHOM HE DOTH JUDGE, AND LETS GO FREE FOR ETERNITY THOSE WHOM HE DOES LET GO FREE: AND HE SHALL [THUS] BE DISCOVERED, ACCORDING TO THE LANGUAGE USED BY THESE MEN, AS HAVING BEEN THE CAUSE OF THEIR MOST HEINOUS SIN TO THOSE WHO LAID HANDS UPON HIM, AND PIERCED HIM. FOR IF HE HAD NOT SO COME, IT FOLLOWS THAT THESE MEN COULD NOT HAVE BECOME THE SLAYERS OF THEIR LORD; AND IF HE HAD NOT SENT PROPHETS TO THEM, THEY CERTAINLY COULD NOT HAVE KILLED THEM, NOR THE APOSTLES EITHER. TO THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO ASSAIL US, AND SAY, IF THE EGYPTIANS HAD NOT BEEN AFFLICTED WITH PLAGUES, AND, WHEN PURSUING AFTER ISRAEL, BEEN CHOKED IN THE SEA, GOD COULD NOT HAVE SAVED HIS PEOPLE, THIS ANSWER MAY BE GIVEN;--UNLESS, THEN, THE JEWS HAD BECOME THE SLAYERS OF THE LORD (WHICH DID, INDEED, TAKE ETERNAL LIFE AWAY FROM THEM), AND, BY KILLING THE APOSTLES AND PERSECUTING THE CHURCH, HAD FALLEN INTO AN ABYSS OF WRATH, WE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN SAVED. FOR AS THEY WERE SAVED BY MEANS OF THE BLINDNESS OF THE EGYPTIANS, SO ARE WE, TOO, BY THAT OF THE JEWS; IF, INDEED, THE DEATH OF THE LORD IS THE CONDEMNATION OF THOSE WHO FASTENED HIM TO THE CROSS, AND WHO DID NOT BELIEVE HIS ADVENT, BUT THE SALVATION OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM. FOR THE APOSTLE DOES ALSO SAY IN THE SECOND [EPISTLE] TO THE CORINTHIANS: "FOR WE ARE UNTO GOD A SWEET SAVOR OF CHRIST, IN THEM WHICH ARE SAVED, AND IN THEM WHICH PERISH: TO THE ONE INDEED THE SAVOR OF DEATH UNTO DEATH, BUT TO THE OTHER THE SAVOR OF LIFE UNTO LIFE." TO WHOM, THEN, IS THERE THE SAVOR OF DEATH UNTO DEATH, UNLESS TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE NOT NEITHER ARE SUBJECT TO THE WORD OF GOD? AND WHO ARE THEY THAT DID EVEN THEN GIVE THEMSELVES OVER TO DEATH? THOSE MEN, DOUBTLESS, WHO DO NOT BELIEVE, NOR SUBMIT THEMSELVES TO GOD. AND AGAIN, WHO ARE THEY THAT HAVE BEEN SAVED AND RECEIVED THE INHERITANCE? THOSE, DOUBTLESS, WHO DO BELIEVE GOD, AND WHO HAVE CONTINUED IN HIS LOVE; AS DID CALEB [THE SON] OF JEPHUNNEH AND JOSHUA [THE SON] OF NUN,(2) AND INNOCENT CHILDREN,(3) WHO HAVE HAD NO SENSE OF EVIL. BUT WHO ARE THEY THAT ARE SAVED NOW, AND RECEIVE LIFE ETERNAL? IS IT NOT THOSE WHO LOVE GOD, AND WHO BELIEVE HIS PROMISES, AND WHO "IN MALICE HAVE BECOME AS LITTLE CHILDREN?"(4) 
CHAP. XXIX.--REFUTATION OF THE ARGUMENTS OF THE MARCIONITES, WHO ATTEMPTED TO SHOW THAT GOD WAS THE AUTHOR OF SIN, BECAUSE HE BLINDED PHARAOH AND HIS SERVANTS. 
1. "BUT," SAY THEY, "GOD HARDENED THE HEART OF PHARAOH AND OF HIS SERVANTS."(5) THOSE, THEN, WHO ALLEGE SUCH DIFFICULTIES, DO NOT READ IN THE GOSPEL THAT PASSAGE WHERE THE LORD REPLIED TO THE DISCIPLES, WHEN THEY ASKED HIM, "WHY SPEAKEST THOU UNTO THEM IN PARABLES?"--"BECAUSE IT IS GIVEN UNTO YOU TO KNOW THE MYSTERY OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; BUT TO THORN I SPEAK IN PARABLES, THAT SEEING THEY MAY NOT SEE, AND HEARING THEY MAY NOT HEAR, UNDERSTANDING THEY MAY NOT UNDERSTAND; IN ORDER THAT THE PROPHECY OF ISAIAH REGARDING THEM MAY BE FULFIL LEADING, MAKE THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE GROSS AND MAKE THEIR EARS DULL, AND BLIND THEIR EYES. BUT BLESSED ARE YOUR EYES, WHICH SEE THE THINGS THAT YE SEE; AND YOUR EARS, WHICH HEAR WHAT YE DO HEAR.(6) FOR ONE AND THE SAME GOD [THAT BLESSES OTHERS] INFLICTS BLINDNESS UPON THOSE WHO DO NOT BELIEVE, BUT WHO SET HIM AT NAUGHT; JUST AS THE SUN, WHICH IS A CREATURE OF HIS, [ACTS WITH REGARD] TO THOSE WHO, BY REASON OF ANY WEAKNESS OF THE EYES CANNOT BEHOLD HIS LIGHT; BUT TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM AND FOLLOW HIM, HE GRANTS A FULLER AND GREATER ILLUMINATION OF MIND. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS WORD, THEREFORE, DOES THE APOSTLE SAY, IN THE SECOND THE] TO THE CORINTHIANS: "IN WHOM THE THIS WORLD HATH BLINDED THE MINDS OF THEM THAT BELIEVE NOT, LEST THE LIGHT OF THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF CHRIST SHOULD SHINE [UNTO THEM]."(7) AND AGAIN, IN THAT TO THE ROMANS: "AND AS THEY DID NOT THINK FIT TO HAVE GOD IN THEIR KNOWLEDGE, GOD GAVE THEM UP TO A REPROBATE MIND, TO DO THOSE THINGS THAT ARE NOT CONVENIENT."(8) SPEAKING OF ANTICHRIST, TOO, HE SAYS CLEARLY IN THE SECOND TO THE THESSALONIANS: "AND FOR THIS CAUSE GOD SHALL SEND THEM THE WORKING OF ERROR, THAT THEY SHOULD BELIEVE A LIE; THAT THEY ALL MIGHT BE JUDGED WHO BELIEVED NOT THE TRUTH, BUT CONSENTED TO INIQUITY."(9) 
2. IF, THEREFORE, IN THE PRESENT TIME ALSO, GOD, KNOWING THE NUMBER OF THOSE WHO WILL NOT BELIEVE, SINCE HE FOREKNOWS ALL THINGS, HAS GIVEN THEM OVER TO UNBELIEF, AND TURNED AWAY HIS FACE FROM MEN OF THIS STAMP, LEAVING THEM IN THE DARKNESS WHICH THEY HAVE THEMSELVES CHOSEN FOR THEMSELVES, WHAT IS THERE WONDERFUL IF HE DID ALSO AT THAT TIME GIVE OVER TO THEIR UNBELIEF, PHARAOH, WHO NEVER WOULD HAVE BELIEVED, ALONG WITH THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM? AS THE WORD SPOKE TO MOSES FROM THE BUSH: "AND I AM SURE THAT THE KING OF EGYPT WILL NOT LET YOU GO, UNLESS BY A MIGHTY HAND."(10) AND FOR THE REASON THAT THE LORD SPOKE IN PARABLES, AND BROUGHT BLINDNESS UPON ISRAEL, THAT SEEING THEY MIGHT NOT SEE, SINCE HE KNEW THE [SPIRIT OF] UNBELIEF IN THEM, FOR THE SAME REASON DID HE HARDEN PHARAOH'S HEART; IN ORDER THAT, WHILE SEEING THAT IT WAS THE FINGER OF GOD WHICH LED FORTH THE PEOPLE, HE MIGHT NOT BELIEVE, BUT BE PRECIPITATED INTO A SEA OF UNBELIEF, RESTING IN THE NOTION THAT THE EXIT OF THESE [ISRAELITES] WAS ACCOMPLISHED BY MAGICAL POWER, AND THAT IT WAS NOT BY THE OPERATION OF GOD THAT THE RED SEA AFFORDED A PASSAGE TO THE PEOPLE, BUT THAT THIS OCCURRED BY MERELY NATURAL CAUSES (SED NATURALITER SIC SE HABERE). 
CHAP. XXX.--REFUTATION OF ANOTHER ARGUMENT ADDUCED BY THE MARCIONITES, THAT GOD DIRECTED THE HEBREWS TO SPOIL THE EGYPTIANS. 
I. THOSE, AGAIN, WHO CAVIL AND FIND FAULT BECAUSE THE PEOPLE DID, BY GOD'S COMMAND, UPON THE EVE OF THEIR DEPARTURE, TAKE VESSELS OF ALL KINDS AND RAIMENT FROM THE EGYPTIANS," AND SO WENT AWAY, FROM WHICH [SPOILS], TOO, THE TABERNACLE WAS CONSTRUCTED IN THE WILDERNESS, PROVE THEMSELVES IGNORANT OF THE RIGHTEOUS DEALINGS OF GOD, AND OF HIS DISPENSATIONS; AS ALSO THE PRESBYTER REMARKED: FOR IF GOD HAD NOT ACCORDED THIS IN THE TYPICAL EXODUS, NO ONE COULD NOW BE SAVED IN OUR TRUE EXODUS; THAT IS, IN THE FAITH IN WHICH WE HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED, AND BY WHICH WE HAVE BEEN BROUGHT FORTH FROM AMONG THE NUMBER OF THE GENTILES. FOR IN SOME CASES THERE FOLLOWS US A SMALL, AND IN OTHERS A LARGE AMOUNT OF PROPERTY, WHICH WE HAVE ACQUIRED FROM THE MAMMON OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR FROM WHAT SOURCE DO WE DERIVE THE HOUSES IN WHICH WE DWELL, THE GARMENTS IN WHICH WE ARE CLOTHED, THE VESSELS WHICH WE USE, AND EVERYTHING ELSE MINISTERING TO OUR EVERY-DAY LIFE, UNLESS IT BE FROM THOSE THINGS WHICH, WHEN WE WERE GENTILES, WE ACQUIRED BY AVARICE, OR RECEIVED THEM FROM OUR HEATHEN PARENTS, RELATIONS, OR FRIENDS WHO UNRIGHTEOUSLY OBTAINED THEM?--NOT TO MENTION THAT EVEN NOW WE ACQUIRE SUCH THINGS WHEN WE ARE IN THE FAITH. FOR WHO IS THERE THAT SELLS, AND DOES NOT WISH TO MAKE A PROFIT FROM HIM WHO BUYS? OR WHO PURCHASES ANYTHING, AND DOES NOT WISH TO OBTAIN GOOD VALUE FROM THE SELLER? OR WHO IS THERE THAT CARRIES ON A TRADE, AND DOES NOT DO SO THAT HE MAY OBTAIN A LIVELIHOOD THEREBY? AND AS TO THOSE BELIEVING ONES WHO ARE IN THE ROYAL PALACE, DO THEY NOT DERIVE THE UTENSILS THEY EMPLOY FROM THE PROPERTY WHICH BELONGS TO CAESAR; AND TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT, DOES NOT EACH ONE OF THESE [CHRISTIANS] GIVE ACCORDING TO HIS ABILITY? THE EGYPTIANS WERE DEBTORS TO THE [JEWISH] PEOPLE, NOT ALONE AS TO PROPERTY, BUT AS THEIR VERY LIVES, BECAUSE OF THE KINDNESS OF THE PATRIARCH JOSEPH IN FORMER TIMES; BUT IN WHAT WAY ARE THE HEATHEN DEBTORS TO US, FROM WHOM WE RECEIVE BOTH GAIN AND PROFIT? WHATSOEVER THEY AMASS WITH LABOUR, THESE THINGS DO WE MAKE USE OF WITHOUT LABOUR, ALTHOUGH WE ARE IN THE FAITH. 
2. UP TO THAT TIME THE PEOPLE SERVED THE EGYPTIANS IN THE MOST ABJECT SLAVERY, AS SAITH THE SCRIPTURE: "AND THE EGYPTIANS EXERCISED THEIR POWER RIGOROUSLY UPON THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL; AND THEY MADE LIFE BITTER TO THEM BY SEVERE LABOURS, IN MORTAR AND IN BRICK, AND IN ALL MANNER OF SERVICE IN THE FIELD WHICH THEY DID, BY ALL THE WORKS IN WHICH THEY OPPRESSED THEM WITH RIGOUR."(1) AND WITH IMMENSE LABOUR THEY BUILT FOR THEM FENCED CITIES, INCREASING THE SUBSTANCE OF THESE MEN THROUGHOUT A LONG COURSE OF YEARS, AND BY MEANS OF EVERY SPECIES OF SLAVERY; WHILE THESE [MASTERS] WERE NOT ONLY UNGRATEFUL TOWARDS THEM, BUT HAD IN CONTEMPLATION THEIR UTTER ANNIHILATION. IN WHAT WAY, THEN, DID [THE ISRAELITES] ACT UNJUSTLY, IF OUT OF MANY THINGS THEY TOOK A FEW, THEY WHO MIGHT HAVE POSSESSED MUCH PROPERTY HAD THEY NOT SERVED THEM, AND MIGHT HAVE GONE FORTH WEALTHY, WHILE, IN FACT, BY RECEIVING ONLY A VERY INSIGNIFICANT RECOMPENSE FOR THEIR HEAVY SERVITUDE, THEY WENT AWAY POOR? IT IS JUST AS IF ANY FREE MAN, BEING FORCIBLY CARRIED AWAY BY ANOTHER, AND SERVING HIM FOR MANY YEARS, AND INCREASING HIS SUBSTANCE, SHOULD BE THOUGHT, WHEN HE ULTIMATELY OBTAINS SOME SUPPORT, TO POSSESS SOME SMALL PORTION OF HIS [MASTER'S] PROPERTY, BUT SHOULD IN REALITY DEPART, HAVING OBTAINED ONLY A LITTLE AS THE RESULT OF HIS OWN GREAT LABOURS, AND OUT OF VAST POSSESSIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN ACQUIRED, AND THIS SHOULD BE MADE BY ANY ONE A SUBJECT OF ACCUSATION AGAINST HIM, AS IF HE HAD NOT ACTED PROPERLY.(2) HE (THE ACCUSER) WILL RATHER APPEAR AS AN UNJUST JUDGE AGAINST HIM WHO HAD BEEN FORCIBLY CARRIED AWAY INTO SLAVERY. OF THIS KIND, THEN, ARE THESE MEN ALSO, WHO CHARGE THE PEOPLE WITH BLAME, BECAUSE THEY APPROPRIATED A FEW THINGS OUT OF MANY, BUT WHO BRING NO CHARGE AGAINST THOSE WHO DID NOT RENDER THEM THE RECOMPENSE DUE TO THEIR FATHERS' SERVICES; NAY, BUT EVEN REDUCING THEM TO THE MOST IRKSOME SLAVERY, OBTAINED THE HIGHEST PROFIT FROM THEM. AND [THESE OBJECTORS] ALLEGE THAT [THE ISRAELITES] ACTED DISHONESTLY, BECAUSE, FOR-SOOTH, THEY TOOK AWAY FOR THE RECOMPENSE OF THEIR LABOURS, AS I HAVE OBSERVED, UNSTAMPED GOLD AND SILVER IN A FEW VESSELS; WHILE THEY SAY THAT THEY THEMSELVES (FOR LOT TRUTH BE SPOKEN, ALTHOUGH TO SOME IT MAY SEEM RIDICULOUS) DO ACT HONESTLY, WHEN THEY CARRY AWAY IN THEIR GIRDLES FROM THE LABOURS OF OTHERS, COINED GOLD, AND SILVER, AND BRASS, WITH CAESAR'S INSCRIPTION AND IMAGE UPON IT. 
3. IF, HOWEVER, A COMPARISON BE INSTITUTED BETWEEN US AND THEM, [I WOULD ASK] WHICH PARTY SHALL SEEM TO HAVE RECEIVED [THEIR WORLDLY GOODS] IN THE FAIRER MANNER? WILL IT BE THE [JEWISH] PEOPLE, [WHO TOOK] FROM THE EGYPTIANS, WHO WERE AT ALL POINTS THEIR DEBTORS; OR WE, [WHO RECEIVE PROPERTY] FROM THE ROMANS AND OTHER NATIONS, WHO ARE UNDER NO SIMILAR OBLIGATION TO US? YEA, MOREOVER, THROUGH THEIR INSTRUMENTALITY THE WORLD IS AT PEACE, AND WE WALK ON THE HIGHWAYS WITHOUT FEAR, AND SAIL WHERE WE WILL.(3) THEREFORE, AGAINST MEN OF THIS KIND (NAMELY, THE HERETICS) THE WORD OF THE LORD APPLIES, WHICH SAYS: "THOU HYPOCRITE, FIRST CAST THE BEAM OUT OF THINE EYE, AND THEN SHALT THOU SEE CLEARLY TO PULL OUT THE MOTE OUT OF THY BROTHER'S EYE."(4) FOR IF HE WHO LAYS THESE THINGS TO THY CHARGE, AND GLORIES IN HIS OWN WISDOM, HAS BEEN SEPARATED FROM THE COMPANY OF THE GENTILES, AND POSSESSES NOTHING [DERIVED FROM] OTHER PEOPLE'S GOODS, BUT IS LITERALLY NAKED, AND BAREFOOT, AND DWELLS HOMELESS AMONG THE MOUNTAINS, AS ANY OF THOSE ANIMALS DO WHICH FEED ON GRASS, HE WILL STAND EXCUSED [IN USING SUCH LANGUAGE], AS BEING IGNORANT OF THE NECESSITIES OF OUR MODE OF LIFE. BUT IF HE DO PARTAKE OF WHAT, IN THE OPINION OF MEN, IS THE PROPERTY OF OTHERS, AND IF [AT THE SAME TIME] HE RUNS DOWN THEIR TYPE,(5) HE PROVES HIMSELF MOST UNJUST, TURNING THIS KIND OF ACCUSATION AGAINST HIMSELF. FOR HE WILL BE FOUND CARRYING ABOUT PROPERTY NOT BELONGING TO HIM, AND COVETING GOODS WHICH ARE NOT HIS. AND THEREFORE HAS THE LORD SAID: "JUDGE NOT, THAT YE BE NOT JUDGED: FOR WITH WHAT JUDGMENT YE SHALL JUDGE, YE SHALL BE JUDGED."(1) [THE MEANING IS] NOT CERTAINLY THAT WE SHOULD NOT FIND FAULT WITH SINNERS, NOR THAT WE SHOULD CONSENT TO THOSE WHO ACT WICKEDLY; BUT THAT WE SHOULD NOT PRONOUNCE AN UNFAIR JUDGMENT ON THE DISPENSATIONS OF GOD, INASMUCH AS HE HAS HIMSELF MADE PROVISION THAT ALL THINGS SHALL TURN OUT FOR GOOD, IN A WAY CONSISTENT WITH JUSTICE. FOR, BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT WE WOULD MAKE A GOOD USE OF OUR SUBSTANCE WHICH WE SHOULD POSSESS BY RECEIVING IT FROM ANOTHER, HE SAYS, "HE THAT HATH TWO COATS, LET HIM IMPART TO HIM THAT HATH NONE; AND HE THAT HATH MEAT, LET HIM DO LIKEWISE."(2) AND, "FOR I WAS AN HUNGERED, AND YE GAVE ME MEAT; I WAS THIRSTY, AND YE GAVE ME DRINK; I WAS NAKED AND YE CLOTHED ME."(3) AND, "WHEN THOU DOEST THINE ALMS, LET NOT THY LEFT HAND KNOW WHAT THY RIGHT HAND DOETH."(4) AND WE ARE PROVED TO BE RIGHTEOUS BY WHATSOEVER ELSE WE DO WELL, REDEEMING, AS IT WERE, OUR PROPERTY FROM STRANGE HANDS. BUT THUS DO I SAY, "FROM STRANGE HANDS," NOT AS IF THE WORLD WERE NOT GOD'S POSSESSION, BUT THAT WE HAVE GIFTS OF THIS SORT, AND RECEIVE THEM FROM OTHERS, IN THE SAME WAY AS THESE MEN HAD THEM FROM THE EGYPTIANS WHO KNEW NOT GOD; AND BY MEANS OF THESE SAME DO WE ERECT IN OURSELVES THE TABERNACLE OF GOD: FOR GOD DWELLS IN THOSE WHO ACT UPRIGHTLY, AS THE LORD SAYS: "MAKE TO YOURSELVES FRIENDS OF THE MAMMON OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT THEY, WHEN YE SHALL BE PUT TO FLIGHT,"(5) MAY RECEIVE YOU INTO ETERNAL TABERNACLES."(6) FOR WHATSOEVER WE ACQUIRED FROM UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WHEN WE WERE HEATHEN, WE ARE PROVED RIGHTEOUS, WHEN WE HAVE BECOME BELIEVERS, BY APPLYING IT TO THE LORD'S ADVANTAGE. 
4. AS A MATTER OF COURSE, THEREFORE, THESE THINGS WERE DONE BEFOREHAND IN A TYPE, AND FROM THEM WAS THE TABERNACLE OF GOD CONSTRUCTED; THOSE PERSONS JUSTLY RECEIVING THEM, AS I HAVE SHOWN, WHILE WE WERE POINTED OUT BEFOREHAND IN THEM, [WE] WHO SHOULD AFTERWARDS SERVE GOD BY THE THINGS OF OTHERS. FOR THE WHOLE EXODUS OF THE PEOPLE OUT OF EGYPT, WHICH TOOK PLACE UNDER DIVINE GUIDANCE,(7) WAS A TYPE AND IMAGE OF THE EXODUS OF THE CHURCH WHICH SHOULD TAKE PLACE FROM AMONG THE GENTILES;(8) AND FOR THIS CAUSE HE LEADS IT OUT AT LAST FROM THIS WORLD INTO HIS OWN INHERITANCE, WHICH MOSES THE SERVANT OF GOD DID NOT [BESTOW], BUT WHICH JESUS THE SON OF GOD SHALL GIVE FOR AN INHERITANCE. AND IF ANY ONE WILL DEVOTE A DOSE ATTENTION TO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE STATED BY THE PROPHETS WITH REGARD TO THE [TIME OF THE] END, AND THOSE WHICH JOHN THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD SAW IN THE APOCALYPSE,(9) HE WILL FIND THAT THE NATIONS [ARE TO] RECEIVE THE SAME PLAGUES UNIVERSALLY, AS EGYPT THEN DID PARTICULARLY. 
CHAP. XXXI--WE SHOULD NOT HASTILY IMPUTE AS CRIMES TO THE MEN OF OLD TIME THOSE ACTIONS WHICH THE SCRIPTURE HAS NOT CONDEMNED, BUT SHOULD RATHER SEEK IN THEM TYPES OF THINGS TO COME: AN EXAMPLE OF THIS IN THE INCEST COMMITTED BY LOT. 
I. WHEN RECOUNTING CERTAIN MATTERS OF THIS KIND RESPECTING THEM OF OLD TIME, THE PRESBYTER [BEFORE MENTIONED] WAS IN THE HABIT OF INSTRUCTING US, AND SAYING: "WITH RESPECT TO THOSE MISDEEDS FOR WHICH THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES BLAME THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS, WE OUGHT NOT TO INVEIGH AGAINST THEM, NOR BECOME LIKE HAM, WHO RIDICULED THE SHAME OF HIS FATHER, AND SO FELL UNDER A CURSE; BUT WE SHOULD [RATHER] GIVE THANKS TO GOD IN THEIR BEHALF, INASMUCH AS THEIR SINS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN THEM THROUGH THE ADVENT OF OUR LORD; FOR HE SAID THAT THEY GAVE THANKS [FOR US], AND GLORIED IN OUR SALVATION.' WITH RESPECT TO THOSE ACTIONS, AGAIN, ON WHICH THE SCRIPTURES PASS NO CENSURE, BUT WHICH ARE SIMPLY SET DOWN [AS HAVING OCCURRED], WE OUGHT NOT TO BECOME THE ACCUSERS [OF THOSE WHO COMMITTED THEM], FOR WE ARE NOT MORE EXACT THAN GOD, NOR CAN WE BE SUPERIOR TO OUR MASTER; BUT WE SHOULD SEARCH FOR A TYPE [IN THEME. FOR NOT ONE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN SET DOWN IN SCRIPTURE WITHOUT BEING CONDEMNED IS WITHOUT SIGNIFICANCE." AN EXAMPLE IS FOUND IN THE CASE OF LOT, WHO LED FORTH HIS DAUGHTERS FROM SODOM, AND THESE THEN CONCEIVED BY THEIR OWN FATHER; AND WHO LEFT BEHIND HIM WITHIN THE CONFINES [OF THE LAND] HIS WIFE, [WHO REMAINS] A PILLAR OF SALT UNTO THIS DAY. FOR LOT, NOT ACTING UNDER THE IMPULSE OF HIS OWN WILL, NOR AT THE PROMPTING OF CARNAL CONCUPISCENCE, NOR HAVING ANY KNOWLEDGE OR THOUGHT OF ANYTHING OF THE KIND, DID [IN FACT] WORK OUT A TYPE [OF FUTURE EVENTS]. AS SAYS THE SCRIPTURE: "AND THAT NIGHT THE EIDER WENT IN AND LAY WITH HER FATHER; AND LOT KNEW NOT WHEN SHE LAY DOWN, NOR WHEN SHE AROSE."(1) AND THE SAME THING TOOK PLACE IN THE CASE OF THE YOUNGER: "AND HE KNEW NOT," IT IS SAID, "WHEN SHE SLEPT WITH HIM, NOR WHEN SHE AROSE."(2) SINCE, THEREFORE, LOT KNEW NOT [WHAT HE DID], NOR WAS A SLAVE TO LUST [IN HIS ACTIONS], THE ARRANGEMENT [DESIGNED BY GOD] WAS CARRIED OUT, BY WHICH THE TWO DAUGHTERS (THAT IS, THE TWO CHURCHES(3)), WHO GAVE BIRTH TO CHILDREN BEGOTTEN OF ONE AND THE SAME FATHER, WERE POINTED OUT, APART FROM [THE INFLUENCE OF] THE LUST OF THE FLESH. FOR THERE WAS NO OTHER PERSON, [AS THEY SUPPOSED], WHO COULD IMPART TO THEM QUICKENING SEED, AND THE MEANS OF THEIR GIVING BIRTH TO CHILDREN, AS IT IS WRITTEN: "AND THE ELDER SAID UNTO THE YOUNGER, AND THERE IS NOT A MAN ON THE EARTH TO ENTER IN UNTO US AFTER THE MANNER OF ALL THE EARTH: COME, LET US MAKE OUR FATHER DRUNK WITH WINE, AND LET US LIE WITH HIM, AND RAISE UP SEED FROM OUR FATHER."(4) 
2. THUS, AFTER THEIR SIMPLICITY AND INNOCENCE, DID THESE DAUGHTERS [OF LOT] SO SPEAK, IMAGINING THAT ALL MANKIND HAD PERISHED, EVEN AS THE SODOMITES HAD DONE, AND THAT THE ANGER OF GOD HAD COME DOWN UPON THE WHOLE EARTH. WHEREFORE ALSO THEY ARE TO BE HELD EXCUSABLE, SINCE THEY SUPPOSED THAT THEY ONLY, ALONG WITH THEIR FATHER, WERE LEFT FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE HUMAN RACE; AND FOR THIS REASON, IT WAS THAT THEY DECEIVED THEIR FATHER. MOREOVER, BY THE WORDS THEY USED THIS FACT WAS POINTED OUT--THAT THERE IS NO OTHER ONE WHO CAN CONFER UPON THE ELDER AND YOUNGER CHURCH THE [POWER OF] GIVING BIRTH TO CHILDREN, BESIDES OUR FATHER. NOW THE FATHER OF THE HUMAN RACE IS THE WORD OF GOD, AS MOSES POINTS OUT WHEN HE SAYS, "IS NOT HE THY FATHER WHO HATH OBTAINED THEE [BY GENERATION], AND FORMED THEE, AND CREATED THEE?" AT WHAT TIME, THEN, DID HE POUR OUT UPON THE HUMAN RACE THE LIFE-GIVING SEED--THAT IS, THE SPIRIT OF THE REMISSION OF SINS, THROUGH MEANS OF WHOM WE ARE QUICKENED? WAS IT NOT THEN, WHEN HE WAS EATING WITH MEN, AND DRINKING WINE UPON THE EARTH? FOR IT IS SAID, "THE SON OF MAN CAME EATING AND DRINKING;(6) AND WHEN HE HAD LAIN DOWN, HE FELL ASLEEP, AND TOOK REPOSE. AS HE DOES HIMSELF SAY IN DAVID, "I SLEPT, AND TOOK REPOSE."(7) AND BECAUSE HE USED THUS TO ACT WHILE HE DWELT AND LIVED AMONG US, HE SAYS AGAIN, "AND MY SLEEP BECAME SWEET UNTO ME."(8) NOW THIS WHOLE MATTER WAS INDICATED THROUGH LOT, THAT THE SEED OF THE FATHER OF ALL--THAT IS, OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD, BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE--WAS COMMINGLED AND UNITED WITH FLESH--THAT IS, WITH HIS OWN WORKMANSHIP; BY WHICH COMMIXTURE AND UNITY THE TWO SYNAGOGUES--THAT IS, THE TWO CHURCHES--PRODUCED FROM THEIR OWN FATHER LIVING SONS TO THE LIVING GOD. 
3. AND WHILE THESE THINGS WERE TAKING PLACE, HIS WIFE REMAINED IN [THE TERRITORY OF] SODORE, NO LONGER CORRUPTIBLE FLESH, BUT A PILLAR OF SALT WHICH ENDURES FOR EVER;(9) AND BY THOSE NATURAL PROCESSES(10) WHICH APPERTAIN TO THE HUMAN RACE, INDICATING THAT THE CHURCH ALSO, WHICH IS THE SALT OF THE EARTH,(11) HAS BEEN LEFT BEHIND WITHIN THE CONFINES OF THE EARTH, AND SUBJECT TO HUMAN SUFFERINGS; AND WHILE ENTIRE MEMBERS ARE OFTEN TAKEN AWAY FROM IT, THE PILLAR OF SALT STILL ENDURES,(12) THUS TYPIFYING THE FOUNDATION OF THE FAITH WHICH MAKETH STRONG, AND SENDS FORWARD, CHILDREN TO THEIR FATHER. 
CHAP. XXXII.--THAT ONE GOD WAS THE AUTHOR OF BOTH TESTAMENTS, IS CONFIRMED BY THE AUTHORITY OF A PRESBYTER WHO HAD BEEN TAUGHT BY THE APOSTLES. 
I…AFTER THIS FASHION ALSO DID A PRESBYTER,(13) A DISCIPLE OF THE APOSTLES, REASON WITH RESPECT TO THE TWO TESTAMENTS, PROVING THAT BOTH WERE TRULY FROM ONE AND THE SAME GOD. FOR [HE MAINTAINED] THAT THERE WAS NO OTHER GOD BESIDES HIM WHO MADE AND FASHIONED US, AND THAT THE DISCOURSE OF THOSE MEN HAS NO FOUNDATION WHO AFFIRM THAT THIS WORLD OF OURS WAS MADE EITHER BY ANGELS, OR BY ANY OTHER POWER WHATSOEVER, OR BY ANOTHER GOD. FOR IF A MAN BE ONCE MOVED AWAY FROM THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, AND IF HE GRANT THAT THIS CREATION TO WHICH WE BELONG WAS FORMED BY ANY OTHER OR THROUGH ANY OTHER [THAN THE ONE GOD], HE MUST OF NECESSITY FALL INTO MUCH INCONSISTENCY, AND MANY CONTRADICTIONS OF THIS SORT; TO WHICH HE WILL [BE ABLE TO] FURNISH NO EXPLANATIONS WHICH CAN BE REGARDED AS EITHER PROBABLE OR TRUE. AND, FOR THIS REASON, THOSE WHO INTRODUCE OTHER DOCTRINES CONCEAL FROM US THE OPINION WHICH THEY THEMSELVES HOLD RESPECTING GOD, BECAUSE THEY ARE AWARE OF THE UNTENABLE, AND ABSURD NATURE OF THEIR DOCTRINE, AND ARE AFRAID LEST, SHOULD THEY BE VANQUISHED, THEY SHOULD HAVE SOME DIFFICULTY IN MAKING GOOD THEIR ESCAPE. BUT IF ANY ONE BELIEVES IN [ONLY] ONE GOD, WHO ALSO MADE ALL THINGS BY THE WORD, AS MOSES LIKEWISE SAYS, "GOD SAID, LET THERE BE LIGHT: AND THERE WAS LIGHT;"(2) AND AS WE READ IN THE GOSPEL, "ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM; AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOTHING MADE;"(3) AND THE APOSTLE PAUL [SAYS] IN LIKE MANNER, "THERE IS ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE BAPTISM, ONE GOD AND FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO IS ABOVE ALL, AND THROUGH ALL, AND IN US ALL"(4)--THIS MAN WILL FIRST OF ALL "HOLD THE HEAD, FROM WHICH THE WHOLE BODY IS COMPACTED AND BOUND TOGETHER, AND, THROUGH MEANS OF EVERY JOINT ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF THE MINISTRATION OF EACH SEVERAL PART, MAKETH INCREASE OF THE BODY TO THE EDIFICATION OF ITSELF IN LOVE."(5) AND THEN SHALL EVERY WORD ALSO SEEM CONSISTENT TO HIM,(6) IF HE FOR HIS PART DILIGENTLY READ THE SCRIPTURES IN COMPANY WITH THOSE WHO ARE PRESBYTERS IN THE CHURCH, AMONG WHOM IS THE APOSTOLIC DOCTRINE, AS I HAVE POINTED OUT. 
2. FOR ALL THE APOSTLES TAUGHT THAT THERE WERE INDEED TWO TESTAMENTS AMONG THE TWO PEOPLES; BUT THAT IT WAS ONE AND THE SAME GOD WHO APPOINTED BOTH FOR THE ADVANTAGE OF THOSE MEN (FOR WHOSE(7) SAKES THE TESTAMENTS WERE GIVEN) WHO WERE TO BELIEVE IN GOD, I HAVE PROVED IN THE THIRD BOOK FROM THE VERY TEACHING OF THE APOSTLES; AND THAT THE FIRST TESTAMENT WAS NOT GIVEN WITHOUT REASON, OR TO NO PURPOSE, OR IN AN ACCIDENTAL SORT OF MANNER; BUT THAT IT SUBDUED(8) THOSE TO WHOM IT WAS GIVEN TO THE SERVICE OF GOD, FOR THEIR BENEFIT (FOR GOD NEEDS NO SERVICE FROM MEN), AND EXHIBITED A TYPE OF HEAVENLY THINGS, INASMUCH AS MAN WAS NOT YET ABLE TO SEE THE THINGS OF GOD THROUGH MEANS OF IMMEDIATE VISION;(9) AND FORESHADOWED THE IMAGES OF THOSE THINGS WHICH [NOW ACTUALLY] EXIST IN THE CHURCH, IN ORDER THAT OUR FAITH MIGHT BE FIRMLY ESTABLISHED;(10) AND CONTAINED A PROPHECY OF THINGS TO COME, IN ORDER THAT MAN MIGHT LEARN THAT GOD HAS FOREKNOWLEDGE OF ALL THINGS. 
CHAP. XXXIII.--WHOSOEVER CONFESSES THAT ONE GOD IS THE AUTHOR OF BOTH TESTAMENTS, AND DILIGENTLY READS THE SCRIPTURES IN COMPANY WITH THE PRESBYTERS OF THE CHURCH, IS A TRUE SPIRITUAL DISCIPLE; AND HE WILL RIGHTLY UNDERSTAND AND INTERPRET ALL THAT THE PROPHETS HAVE DECLARED RESPECTING CHRIST AND THE LIBERTY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
I. A SPIRITUAL DISCIPLE OF THIS SORT TRULY RECEIVING THE SPIRIT OF GOD, WHO WAS FROM THE BEGINNING, IN ALL THE DISPENSATIONS OF GOD, PRESENT WITH MANKIND, AND ANNOUNCED THINGS FUTURE, REVEALED THINGS PRESENT, AND NARRATED THINGS PAST--[SUCH A MAN] DOES INDEED "JUDGE ALL MEN, BUT IS HIMSELF JUDGED BY NO MAN."(11) FOR HE JUDGES THE GENTILES, "WHO SERVE THE CREATURE MORE THAN THE CREATOR,"(12) AND WITH A REPROBATE MIND SPEND ALL THEIR LABOUR ON VANITY. AND HE ALSO JUDGES THE JEWS, WHO DO NOT ACCEPT OF THE WORD OF LIBERTY, NOR ARE WILLING TO GO FORTH FREE, ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE A DELIVERER PRESENT [WITH THEM]; BUT THEY PRETEND, AT A TIME UNSUITABLE [FOR SUCH CONDUCT], TO SERVE, [WITH OBSERVANCES] BEYOND [THOSE REQUIRED BY] THE LAW, GOD WHO STANDS IN NEED OF NOTHING, AND DO NOT RECOGNIZE THE ADVENT OF CHRIST, WHICH HE ACCOMPLISHED FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN, NOR ARE WILLING TO UNDERSTAND THAT ALL THE PROPHETS ANNOUNCED HIS TWO ADVENTS: THE ONE, INDEED, IN WHICH HE BECAME A MAN SUBJECT TO STRIPES, AND KNOWING WHAT IT IS TO BEAR INFIRMITY,(13) AND SAT UPON THE FOAL OF AN ASS,(14) AND WAS A STONE REJECTED BY THE BUILDERS,(15) AND WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO THE SLAUGHTER,(16) AND BY THE STRETCHING FORTH OF HIS HANDS DESTROYED AMALEK;(17) WHILE HE GATHERED FROM THE ENDS OF THE EARTH INTO HIS FATHER'S FOLD THE CHILDREN WHO WERE SCATTERED ABROAD,(18) AND REMEMBERED HIS OWN DEAD ONES WHO HAD FORMERLY FALLEN ASLEEP,(19) AND CAME DOWN TO THEM THAT HE MIGHT DELIVER THEM: BUT THE SECOND IN WHICH HE WILL COME ON THE CLOUDS,(20) BRINGING ON THE DAY WHICH BURNS AS A FURNACE?(21) AND SMITING THE EARTH WITH THE WORD OF HIS MOUTH?(22) AND SLAYING THE IMPIOUS WITH THE BREATH OF HIS LIPS, AND HAVING A FAN IN HIS HANDS, AND CLEANSING HIS FLOOR, AND GATHERING THE WHEAT INDEED INTO HIS BARN, BUT BURNING THE CHAFF WITH UNQUENCHABLE FIRE.(23) 
2. MOREOVER, HE SHALL ALSO EXAMINE THE DOCTRINE OF MARCION, [INQUIRING] HOW HE HOLDS THAT THERE ARE TWO GODS, SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER BY AN INFINITE DISTANCE.(1) OR HOW CAN HE BE GOOD WHO DRAWS AWAY MEN THAT DO NOT BELONG TO HIM FROM HIM WHO MADE THEM, AND CALLS THEM INTO HIS OWN KINGDOM? AND WHY IS HIS GOODNESS, WHICH DOES NOT SAVE ALL [THUS], DEFECTIVE? ALSO, WHY DOES HE, INDEED, SEEM TO BE GOOD AS RESPECTS MEN, BUT MOST UNJUST WITH REGARD TO HIM WHO MADE MEN, INASMUCH AS HE DEPRIVES HIM OF HIS POSSESSIONS? MOREOVER, HOW COULD THE LORD, WITH ANY JUSTICE, IF HE BELONGED TO ANOTHER FATHER, HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED THE BREAD TO BE HIS BODY, WHILE HE TOOK IT FROM THAT CREATION TO WHICH WE BELONG, AND AFFIRMED THE MIXED CUP TO BE HIS BLOOD?(2) AND WHY DID HE ACKNOWLEDGE HIMSELF TO BE THE SON OF MAN, IF HE HAD NOT GONE THROUGH THAT BIRTH WHICH BELONGS TO A HUMAN BEING? HOW, TOO, COULD HE FORGIVE US THOSE SINS FOR WHICH WE ARE ANSWERABLE TO OUR MAKER AND GOD? AND HOW, AGAIN, SUPPOSING THAT HE WAS NOT FLESH, BUT WAS A MAN MERELY IN APPEARANCE, COULD HE HAVE BEEN CRUCIFIED, AND COULD BLOOD AND WATER HAVE ISSUED FROM HIS PIERCED SIDE?(3) WHAT BODY, MOREOVER, WAS IT THAT THOSE WHO BURIED HIM CONSIGNED TO THE TOMB? AND WHAT WAS THAT WHICH ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD? 
3. [THIS SPIRITUAL MAN] SHALL ALSO JUDGE ALL THE FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS, BECAUSE THEY DO INDEED CONFESS WITH THE TONGUE ONE GOD THE FATHER, AND THAT ALL THINGS DERIVE THEIR EXISTENCE FROM HIM, BUT DO AT THE SAME TIME MAINTAIN THAT HE WHO FORMED ALL THINGS IS THE FRUIT OF AN APOSTASY OR DEFECT. [HE SHALL JUDGE THEM, TOO, BECAUSE] THEY DO IN LIKE MANNER CONFESS WITH THE TONGUE ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, BUT ASSIGN IN THEIR [SYSTEM OF] DOCTRINE A PRODUCTION OF HIS OWN TO THE ONLY- BEGOTTEN, ONE OF HIS OWN ALSO TO THE WORD, ANOTHER TO CHRIST, AND YET ANOTHER TO THE SAVIOUR; SO THAT, ACCORDING TO THEM, ALL THESE BEINGS ARE INDEED SAID [IN SCRIPTURE TO BE], AS IT WERE, ONE; [WHILE THEY MAINTAIN], NOTWITHSTANDING, THAT EACH ONE OF THEM SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD [TO EXIST] SEPARATELY [FROM THE REST], AND TO HAVE [HAD] HIS OWN SPECIAL ORIGIN, ACCORDING TO HIS PECULIAR CONJUNCTION. [IT APPEARS], THEN(4) THAT THEIR TONGUES ALONE, FORSOOTH, HAVE CONCEDED THE UNITY [OF GOD], WHILE THEIR [REAL] OPINION AND THEIR UNDERSTANDING (BY THEIR HABIT OF INVESTIGATING PROFUNDITIES) HAVE FALLEN AWAY FROM [THIS DOCTRINE OF] UNITY, AND TAKEN UP THE NOTION OF MANIFOLD DEITIES,--[THIS, I SAY, MUST APPEAR] WHEN THEY SHALL BE EXAMINED BY CHRIST AS TO THE POINTS [OF DOCTRINE] WHICH THEY HAVE INVENTED. HIM, TOO, THEY AFFIRM TO HAVE BEEN BORN AT A LATER PERIOD THAN THE PLEROMA OF THE AEONS, AND THAT HIS PRODUCTION TOOK PLACE AFTER [THE OCCURRENCE OF] A DEGENERACY OR APOSTASY; AND THEY MAINTAIN THAT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE PASSION WHICH WAS EXPERIENCED BY SOPHIA, THEY THEMSELVES WERE BROUGHT TO THE BIRTH. BUT THEIR OWN SPECIAL PROPHET HOMER, LISTENING TO WHOM THEY HAVE INVENTED SUCH DOCTRINES, SHALL HIMSELF REPROVE THEM, WHEN HE EXPRESSES HIMSELF AS FOLLOWS: "HATEFUL TO ME THAT MAN AS HADES' GATES, WHO ONE THING THINKS, WHILE HE ANOTHER STATES."(5) [THIS SPIRITUAL MAN] SHALL ALSO JUDGE THE VAIN SPEECHES OF THE PERVERSE GNOSTICS, BY SHOWING THAT THEY ARE THE DISCIPLES OF SIMON MAGUS. 
4. HE WILL JUDGE ALSO THE EBIONITES; [FOR] HOW CAN THEY BE SAVED UNLESS IT WAS GOD WHO WROUGHT OUT THEIR SALVATION UPON EARTH? OR HOW SHALL MAN PASS INTO GOD, UNLESS GOD HAS [FIRST] PASSED INTO MAN? AND HOW SHALL HE (MAN) ESCAPE FROM THE GENERATION SUBJECT TO DEATH, IF NOT BY MEANS(6) OF A NEW GENERATION, GIVEN IN A WONDERFUL AND UNEXPECTED MANNER (BUT AS A SIGN OF SALVATION) BY GOD-- [I MEAN] THAT REGENERATION WHICH FLOWS FROM THE VIRGIN THROUGH FAITH?(7) OR HOW SHALL THEY RECEIVE ADOPTION FROM GOD IF THEY REMAIN IN THIS [KIND OF] GENERATION, WHICH IS NATURALLY POSSESSED BY MAN IN THIS WORLD? AND HOW COULD HE (CHRIST) HAVE BEEN GREATER THAN SOLOMON,(8) OR GREATER THAN JONAH, OR HAVE BEEN THE LORD OF DAVID,(9) WHO WAS OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE AS THEY WERE? HOW, TOO, COULD HE HAVE SUBDUED(10) HIM WHO WAS STRONGER THAN MEN,(11) WHO HAD NOT ONLY OVERCOME MAN, BUT ALSO RETAINED HIM UNDER HIS POWER, AND CONQUERED HIM WHO HAD CONQUERED, WHILE HE SET FREE MANKIND WHO HAD BEEN CONQUERED, UNLESS HE HAD BEEN GREATER THAN MAN WHO HAD THUS BEEN VANQUISHED? BUT WHO ELSE IS SUPERIOR TO, AND MORE EMINENT THAN, THAT MAN WHO WAS FORMED AFTER THE LIKENESS OF GOD, EXCEPT THE SON OF GOD, AFTER WHOSE IMAGE MAN WAS CREATED? AND FOR THIS REASON HE DID IN THESE LAST DAYS(12) EXHIBIT THE SIMILITUDE; [FOR] THE SON OF GOD WAS MADE MAN, ASSUMING THE ANCIENT PRODUCTION [OF HIS HANDS] INTO HIS OWN NATURE,(13) AS I HAVE SHOWN IN THE IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING BOOK. 
5. HE SHALL ALSO JUDGE THOSE WHO DESCRIBE CHRIST AS [HAVING BECOME MAN] ONLY IN [HUMAN] OPINION. FOR HOW CAN THEY IMAGINE THAT THEY DO THEMSELVES CARRY ON A REAL DISCUSSION, WHEN THEIR MASTER WAS A MERE IMAGINARY BEING? OR HOW CAN THEY RECEIVE ANYTHING STEADFAST FROM HIM, IF HE WAS A MERELY IMAGINED BEING, AND NOT A VERITY? AND HOW CAN THESE MEN REALLY BE PARTAKEN OF SALVATION, IF HE IN WHOM THEY PROFESS TO BELIEVE, MANIFESTED HIMSELF AS A MERELY IMAGINARY BEING? EVERYTHING, THEREFORE, CONNECTED WITH THESE MEN IS UNREAL, AND NOTHING [POSSESSED OF THE CHARACTER OF] TRUTH; AND, IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, IT MAY BE MADE A QUESTION WHETHER (SINCE, PERCHANCE, THEY THEMSELVES IN LIKE MANNER ARE NOT MEN, BUT MERE DUMB ANIMALS) THEY DO NOT PRESENT,(1) IN MOST CASES, SIMPLY A SHADOW OF HUMANITY. 
6. HE SHALL ALSO JUDGE FALSE PROPHETS, WHO, WITHOUT HAVING RECEIVED THE GIFT OF PROPHECY FROM GOD, AND NOT POSSESSED OF THE FEAR OF GOD, BUT EITHER FOR THE SAKE OF VAINGLORY, OR WITH A VIEW TO SOME PERSONAL ADVANTAGE, OR ACTING IN SOME OTHER WAY UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF A WICKED SPIRIT, PRETEND TO UTTER PROPHECIES, WHILE ALL THE TIME THEY LIE AGAINST GOD. 
7. HE SHALL ALSO JUDGE THOSE WHO GIVE RISE TO SCHISMS, WHO ARE DESTITUTE OF THE LOVE OF GOD, AND WHO LOOK TO THEIR OWN SPECIAL ADVANTAGE RATHER THAN TO THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH; AND WHO FOR TRIFLING REASONS, OR ANY KIND OF REASON WHICH OCCURS TO THEM, CUT IN PIECES AND DIVIDE THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS BODY OF CHRIST, AND SO FAR AS IN THEM LIES, [POSITIVELY] DESTROY IT,--MEN WHO PRATE OF PEACE WHILE THEY GIVE RISE TO WAR, AND DO IN TRUTH STRAIN OUT A GNAT, BUT SWALLOW A CAMEL.(2) FOR NO REFORMATION OF SO GREAT IMPORTANCE CAN BE EFFECTED BY THEM, AS WILL COMPENSATE FOR THE MISCHIEF ARISING FROM THEIR SCHISM. HE SHALL ALSO JUDGE ALL THOSE WHO ARE BEYOND THE PALE OF THE TRUTH, THAT IS, WHO ARE OUTSIDE THE CHURCH; BUT HE HIMSELF SHALL BE JUDGED BY NO ONE. FOR TO HIM ALL THINGS ARE CONSISTENT: HE HAS A FULL FAITH IN ONE GOD ALMIGHTY, OF WHOM ARE ALL THINGS; AND IN THE SON OF GOD, JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, BY WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, AND IN THE DISPENSATIONS CONNECTED WITH HIM, BY MEANS OF WHICH THE SON OF GOD BECAME MAN; AND A FIRM BELIEF IN THE SPIRIT OF GOD, WHO FURNISHES US WITH A KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, AND HAS SET FORTH THE DISPENSATIONS OF THE FATHER AND THE SON, IN VIRTUE OF WHICH HE DWELLS WITH EVERY GENERATION OF MEN,(3) ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE FATHER. 
8. TRUE KNOWLEDGE(4) IS [THAT WHICH CONSISTS IN] THE DOCTRINE OF THE APOSTLES, AND THE ANCIENT CONSTITUTION(5) OF THE CHURCH THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD, AND THE DISTINCTIVE MANIFESTATION OF THE BODY(6) OF CHRIST ACCORDING TO THE SUCCESSIONS OF THE BISHOPS, BY WHICH THEY HAVE HANDED DOWN THAT CHURCH WHICH EXISTS IN EVERY PLACE, AND HAS COME EVEN UNTO US, BEING GUARDED AND PRESERVED(7) WITHOUT ANY FORGING OF SCRIPTURES, BY A VERY COMPLETE SYSTEM(8) OF DOCTRINE, AND NEITHER RECEIVING ADDITION NOR [SUFFERING] CURTAILMENT [IN THE TRUTHS WHICH SHE BELIEVES]; AND [IT CONSISTS IN] READING [THE WORD OF GOD] WITHOUT FALSIFICATION, AND A LAWFUL AND DILIGENT EXPOSITION IN HARMONY WITH THE SCRIPTURES, BOTH WITHOUT DANGER AND WITHOUT BLASPHEMY; AND [ABOVE ALL, IT CONSISTS IN] THE PRE- EMINENT GIFT OF LOVE,(9) WHICH IS MORE PRECIOUS THAN KNOWLEDGE, MORE GLORIOUS THAN PROPHECY, AND WHICH EXCELS ALL THE OTHER GIFTS [OF GOD]. 
9. WHEREFORE THE CHURCH DOES IN EVERY PLACE, BECAUSE OF THAT LOVE WHICH SHE CHERISHES TOWARDS GOD, SEND FORWARD, THROUGHOUT ALL TIME, A MULTITUDE OF MARTYRS TO THE FATHER; WHILE ALL OTHERS(10) NOT ONLY HAVE NOTHING OF THIS KIND TO POINT TO AMONG THEMSELVES, BUT EVEN MAINTAIN THAT SUCH WITNESS-BEARING IS NOT AT ALL NECESSARY, FOR THAT THEIR SYSTEM OF DOCTRINES IS THE TRUE WITNESS [FOR CHRIST], WITH THE EXCEPTION, PERHAPS, THAT ONE OR TWO AMONG THEM, DURING THE WHOLE TIME WHICH HAS ELAPSED SINCE THE LORD APPEARED ON EARTH, HAVE OCCASIONALLY, ALONG WITH OUR MARTYRS, BORNE THE REPROACH OF THE NAME (AS IF HE TOO [THE HERETIC] HAD OBTAINED MERCY), AND HAVE BEEN LED FORTH WITH THEM [TO DEATH], BEING, AS IT WERE, A SORT OF RETINUE GRANTED UNTO THEM. FOR THE CHURCH ALONE SUSTAINS WITH PURITY THE REPROACH OF THOSE WHO SUFFER PERSECUTION FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, AND ENDURE ALL SORTS OF PUNISHMENTS, AND ARE PUT TO DEATH BECAUSE OF THE LOVE WHICH THEY BEAR TO GOD, AND THEIR CONFESSION OF HIS SON; OFTEN WEAKENED INDEED, YET IMMEDIATELY INCREASING HER MEMBERS, AND BECOMING WHOLE AGAIN, AFTER THE SAME MANNER AS HER TYPE," LOT'S WIFE, WHO BECAME A PILLAR OF SALT. THUS, TOO, [SHE PASSES THROUGH AN EXPERIENCE] SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE ANCIENT PROPHETS, AS THE LORD DECLARES, "FOR SO PERSECUTED THEY THE PROPHETS WHO WERE BEFORE YOU;", INASMUCH AS SHE DOES INDEED, IN A NEW FASHION, SUFFER PERSECUTION FROM THOSE WHO DO NOT RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD, WHILE THE SELF-SAME SPIRIT RESTS UPON HER(2) [AS UPON THESE ANCIENT PROPHETS]. 
10. AND INDEED THE PROPHETS, ALONG WITH OTHER THINGS WHICH THEY PREDICTED, ALSO FORETOLD THIS, THAT ALL THOSE ON WHOM THE SPIRIT OF GOD SHOULD REST, AND WHO WOULD OBEY THE WORD OF THE FATHER, AND SERVE HIM ACCORDING TO THEIR ABILITY, SHOULD SUFFER PERSECUTION, AND BE STONED AND SLAIN. FOR THE PROPHETS PREFIGURED IN THEMSELVES ALL THESE THINGS, BECAUSE OF THEIR LOVE TO GOD, AND ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WORD. FOR SINCE THEY THEMSELVES WERE MEMBERS OF CHRIST, EACH; ONE OF THEM IN HIS PLACE AS A MEMBER DID, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS, SET FORTH THE PROPHECY [ASSIGNED HIM]; ALL OF THEM, ALTHOUGH MANY, PREFIGURING ONLY ONE, AND PROCLAIMING THE THINGS WHICH PERTAIN TO ONE. FOR JUST AS THE WORKING OF THE WHOLE BODY IS EXHIBITED THROUGH MEANS OF OUR MEMBERS, WHILE THE FIGURE OF A COMPLETE MAN IS NOT DISPLAYED BY ONE MEMBER, BUT THROUGH MEANS OF ALL TAKEN TOGETHER, SO ALSO DID ALL THE PROPHETS PREFIGURE THE ONE [CHRIST]; WHILE EVERY ONE OF THEM, IN HIS SPECIAL PLACE AS A MEMBER, DID, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS, FILL UP THE [ESTABLISHED] DISPENSATION, AND SHADOWED FORTH BEFOREHAND THAT PARTICULAR WORKING OF CHRIST WHICH WAS CONNECTED WITH THAT MEMBER. 
11. FOR SOME OF THEM, BEHOLDING HIM IN GLORY, SAW HIS GLORIOUS LIFE (CONVERSATIONAL) AT THE FATHER'S RIGHT HAND;(3) OTHERS BEHELD HIM COMING ON THE CLOUDS AS THE SON OF MAN;(4) AND THOSE WHO DECLARED REGARDING HIM, "THEY SHALL LOOK ON HIM WHOM THEY HAVE PIERCED,"(5) INDICATED HIS [SECOND] ADVENT, CONCERNING WHICH HE HIMSELF SAYS, "THINKEST THOU THAT WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMETH, HE SHALL FIND FAITH ON THE EARTH?''(6) PAUL ALSO REFERS TO THIS EVENT WHEN HE SAYS, "IF, HOWEVER, IT IS A RIGHTEOUS THING WITH GOD TO RECOMPENSE TRIBULATION TO THEM THAT TROUBLE YOU, AND TO YOU THAT ARE TROUBLED REST WITH US, AT THE REVELATION OF THE LORD JESUS FROM HEAVEN, WITH HIS MIGHTY ANGELS, AND IN A FLAME OF FIRE."(7) OTHERS AGAIN, SPEAKING OF HIM AS A JUDGE, AND [REFERRING], AS IF IT WERE A BURNING FURNACE, [TO] THE DAY OF THE LORD, WHO "GATHERS THE WHEAT INTO HIS BARN, BUT WILL BURN UP THE CHAFF WITH UNQUENCHABLE FIRE,''(8) WERE ACCUSTOMED TO THREATEN THOSE WHO WERE UNBELIEVING, CONCERNING WHOM ALSO THE LORD HIMSELF DECLARES, "DEPART FROM ME, YE CURSED, INTO EVERLASTING FIRE, WHICH MY FATHER HAS PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS."(9) AND THE APOSTLE IN LIKE MANNER SAYS [OF THEM], "WHO SHALL BE PUNISHED WITH EVERLASTING DEATH FROM THE FACE OF THE LORD, AND FROM THE GLORY OF HIS POWER, WHEN HE SHALL COME TO BE GLORIFIED IN HIS SAINTS, AND TO BE ADMIRED IN THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM."(10) THERE ARE ALSO SOME [OF THEM] WHO DECLARE, "THOU ART FAIRER THAN THE CHILDREN OF MEN;"(11) AND, "GOD, THY GOD, HATH ANOINTED THEE WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE THY FELLOWS;"(12) AND, "GIRD THY SWORD UPON THY THIGH, O MOST MIGHTY, WITH THY BEAUTY AND THY FAIRNESS, AND GO FORWARD AND PROCEED PROSPEROUSLY; AND RULE THOU BECAUSE OF TRUTH, AND MEEKNESS, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS."(13) AND WHATEVER OTHER THINGS OF A LIKE NATURE ARE SPOKEN REGARDING HIM, THESE INDICATED THAT BEAUTY AND SPLENDOR WHICH EXIST IN HIS KINGDOM, ALONG WITH THE TRANSCENDENT AND PRE-EMINENT EXALTATION [BELONGING] TO ALL WHO ARE UNDER HIS SWAY, THAT THOSE WHO HEAR MIGHT DESIRE TO BE FOUND THERE, DOING SUCH THINGS AS ARE PLEASING TO GOD. AGAIN, THERE ARE THOSE WHO SAY, "HE IS A MAN, AND WHO SHALL KNOW HIM?"(14) AND, "I CAME UNTO THE PROPHETESS, AND SHE BARE A SON, AND HIS NAME IS CALLED WONDERFUL, COUNSELLOR, THE MIGHTY GOD;"(15) AND THOSE [OF THEM] WHO PROCLAIMED HIM AS IMMANUEL, [BORN] OF THE VIRGIN, EXHIBITED THE UNION OF THE WORD OF GOD WITH HIS OWN WORKMANSHIP, [DECLARING] THAT THE WORD SHOULD BECOME FLESH, AND THE SON OF GOD THE SON OF MAN (THE PURE ONE OPENING PURELY THAT PURE WOMB WHICH REGENERATES MEN UNTO GOD, AND WHICH HE HIMSELF MADE PURE); AND HAVING BECOME THIS WHICH WE ALSO ARE, HE [NEVERTHELESS] IS THE MIGHTY GOD, AND POSSESSES A GENERATION WHICH CANNOT BE DECLARED. AND THERE ARE ALSO SOME OF THEM WHO SAY, "THE LORD HATH SPOKEN IN ZION, AND UTTERED HIS VOICE FROM JERUSALEM;"(16) AND, "IN JUDAH IS GOD KNOWN;"(17) THESE INDICATED HIS ADVENT WHICH TOOK PLACE IN JUDEA. THOSE, AGAIN, WHO DECLARE THAT "GOD COMES FROM THE SOUTH, AND FROM A MOUNTAIN THICK WITH FOLIAGE,"(18) ANNOUNCED HIS ADVENT AT BETHLEHEM, AS I HAVE POINTED OUT IN THE PRECEDING BOOK.(19) FROM THAT PLACE, ALSO, HE WHO RULES, AND WHO FEEDS THE PEOPLE OF HIS FATHER, HAS COME. THOSE, AGAIN, WHO DECLARE THAT AT HIS COMING "THE LAME MAN SHALL LEAP AS AN HART, AND THE TONGUE OF THE DUMB SHALL [SPEAK] PLAINLY, AND THE EYES OF THE BLIND SHALL BE OPENED, AND THE EARS OF THE DEAF SHALL HEAR,"(1) AND THAT "THE HANDS WHICH HANG DOWN, AND THE FEEBLE KNEES, SHALL BE STRENGTHENED,"(2) AND THAT "THE DEAD WHICH ARE IN THE GRAVE SHALL ARISE,"(3) AND THAT HE HIMSELF" SHALL TAKE [UPON HIM] OUR WEAKNESSES, AND BEAR OUR SORROWS,"(4)--[ALL THESE] PROCLAIMED THOSE WORKS OF HEALING WHICH WERE ACCOMPLISHED BY HIM. 
12. SOME OF THEM, MOREOVER--[WHEN THEY PREDICTED THAT] AS A WEAK AND INGLORIOUS MAN, AND AS ONE WHO KNEW WHAT IT WAS TO BEAR INFIRMITY,(5) AND SITTING UPON THE FOAL OF AN ASS,(6) HE SHOULD COME TO JERUSALEM; AND THAT HE SHOULD GIVE HIS BACK TO STRIPES,(7) AND HIS CHEEKS TO PALMS [WHICH STRUCK HIM]; AND THAT HE SHOULD BE LED AS A SHEEP TO THE SLAUGHTER;(8) AND THAT HE SHOULD HAVE VINEGAR AND GALL GIVEN HIM TO DRINK;(9) AND THAT HE SHOULD BE FORSAKEN BY HIS FRIENDS AND THOSE NEAREST TO HIM;(10) AND THAT HE SHOULD STRETCH FORTH HIS HANDS THE WHOLE DAY LONG;(11) AND THAT HE SHOULD BE MOCKED AND MALIGNED BY THOSE WHO LOOKED UPON HIM;(12) AND THAT HIS GARMENTS SHOULD BE PARTED, AND LOTS CAST UPON HIS RAIMENT;(13) AND THAT HE SHOULD BE BROUGHT DOWN TO THE DUST OF DEATH? WITH ALL [THE OTHER] THINGS OF A LIKE NATURE--PROPHESIED HIS COMING IN THE CHARACTER OF A MAN AS HE ENTERED JERUSALEM, IN WHICH BY HIS PASSION AND CRUCIFIXION HE ENDURED ALL THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN MENTIONED. OTHERS, AGAIN, WHEN THEY SAID, "THE HOLY LORD REMEMBERED HIS OWN DEAD ONES WHO SLEPT IN THE DUST, AND CAME DOWN TO THEM TO RAISE THEM UP, THAT HE MIGHT SAVE THEM,"(15) FURNISHED US WITH THE REASON ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH HE SUFFERED ALL THESE THINGS. THOSE, MOREOVER, WHO SAID, "IN THAT DAY, SAITH THE LORD, THE SUN SHALL GO DOWN AT NOON, AND THERE SHALL BE DARKNESS OVER THE EARTH IN THE CLEAR DAY; AND I WILL TURN YOUR FEAST DAYS INTO MOURNING, AND ALL YOUR SONGS INTO LAMENTATION,"(16) PLAINLY ANNOUNCED THAT OBSCURATION OF THE SUN WHICH AT THE TIME OF HIS CRUCIFIXION TOOK PLACE FROM THE SIXTH HOUR ONWARDS, AND THAT AFTER THIS EVENT, THOSE DAYS WHICH WERE THEIR FESTIVALS ACCORDING TO THE LAW, AND THEIR SONGS, SHOULD BE CHANGED INTO GRIEF AND LAMENTATION WHEN THEY WERE HANDED OVER TO THE GENTILES. JEREMIAH, TOO, MAKES THIS POINT STILL CLEARER, WHEN HE THUS SPEAKS CONCERNING JERUSALEM: "SHE THAT HATH BORN [SEVEN] LANGUISHETH; HER SOUL HATH BECOME WEARY; HER SUN HATH GONE DOWN WHILE IT WAS YET NOON; SHE HATH BEEN CONFOUNDED, AND SUFFERED REPROACH: THE REMAINDER OF THEM WILL I GIVE TO THE SWORD IN THE SIGHT OF THEIR ENEMIES."(17) 
13. THOSE OF THEM, AGAIN, WHO SPOKE OF HIS HAVING SLUMBERED AND TAKEN SLEEP, AND OF HIS HAVING RISEN AGAIN BECAUSE THE LORD SUSTAINED HIM,(18) AND WHO ENJOINED THE PRINCIPALITIES OF HEAVEN TO SET OPEN THE EVERLASTING DOORS, THAT THE KING OF GLORY MIGHT GO IN,(19) PROCLAIMED BEFOREHAND HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD THROUGH THE FATHER'S POWER, AND HIS RECEPTION INTO HEAVEN. AND WHEN THEY EXPRESSED THEMSELVES THUS, "HIS GOING FORTH IS FROM THE HEIGHT OF HEAVEN, AND HIS RETURNING EVEN TO THE HIGHEST HEAVEN; AND THERE IS NO ONE WHO CAN HIDE HIMSELF FROM HIS HEAT,"(20) THEY ANNOUNCED THAT VERY TRUTH OF HIS BEING TAKEN UP AGAIN TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE CAME DOWN, AND THAT THERE IS NO ONE WHO CAN ESCAPE HIS RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT. AND THOSE WHO SAID, "THE LORD HATH REIGNED; LET THE PEOPLE BE ENRAGED: [EVEN] HE WHO SITTETH UPON THE CHERUBIM; LET THE EARTH BE MOVED,"(21) WERE THUS PREDICTING PARTLY THAT WRATH FROM ALL NATIONS WHICH AFTER HIS ASCENSION CAME UPON THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN HIM, WITH THE MOVEMENT OF THE WHOLE EARTH AGAINST THE CHURCH; AND PARTLY THE FACT THAT, WHEN HE COMES FROM HEAVEN WITH HIS MIGHTY ANGELS, THE WHOLE EARTH SHALL BE SHAKEN, AS HE HIMSELF DECLARES, "THERE SHALL BE A GREAT EARTHQUAKE, SUCH AS HAS NOT BEEN FROM THE BEGINNING."(22) AND AGAIN, WHEN ONE SAYS, "WHOSOEVER IS JUDGED, LET HIM STAND OPPOSITE; AND WHOSOEVER IS JUSTIFIED, LET HIM DRAW NEAR TO THE SERVANT(23) OF GOD;"(24) AND, "WOE UNTO YOU, FOR YE SHALL WAX OLD AS DOTH A GARMENT, AND THE MOTH SHALL EAT YOU UP;" AND, "ALL FLESH SHALL BE HUMBLED, AND THE LORD ALONE SHALL BE EXALTED IN THE HIGHEST,"(25)--IT IS THUS INDICATED THAT, AFTER HIS PASSION AND ASCENSION, GOD SHALL CAST DOWN UNDER HIS FEET ALL WHO WERE OPPOSED TO HIM, AND HE SHALL BE EXALTED ABOVE ALL, AND THERE SHALL BE NO ONE WHO CAN BE JUSTIFIED OR COMPARED TO HIM. 
14. AND THOSE OF THEM WHO DECLARE THAT GOD WOULD MAKE A NEW COVENANT(26) WITH MEN, NOT SUCH AS THAT WHICH HE MADE WITH THE FATHERS AT MOUNT HOREB, AND WOULD GIVE TO MEN A NEW HEART AND A NEW SPIRIT;" AND AGAIN, "AND REMEMBER YE NOT THE THINGS OF OLD: BEHOLD, I MAKE NEW THINGS WHICH SHALL NOW ARISE, AND YE SHALL KNOW IT; AND I WILL MAKE A WAY IN THE DESERT, AND RIVEN IN A DRY LAND, TO GIVE DRINK TO MY CHOSEN PEOPLE, MY PEOPLE WHOM I HAVE ACQUIRED, THAT THEY MAY SHOW FORTH MY PRAISE,"(1)--PLAINLY ANNOUNCED THAT LIBERTY WHICH DISTINGUISHES THE NEW COVENANT, AND THE NEW WINE WHICH IS PUT INTO NEW BOTTLES,(2) [THAT IS], THE FAITH WHICH IS IN CHRIST, BY WHICH HE HAS PROCLAIMED THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS SPRUNG UP IN THE DESERT, AND THE STREAMS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN A DRY LAND, TO GIVE WATER TO THE ELECT PEOPLE OF GOD, WHOM HE HAS ACQUIRED, THAT THEY MIGHT SHOW FORTH HIS PRAISE, BUT NOT THAT THEY MIGHT BLASPHEME HIM WHO MADE THESE THINGS, THAT IS, GOD. 
15. AND ALL THOSE OTHER POINTS WHICH I HAVE SHOWN THE PROPHETS TO HAVE UTTERED BY MEANS OF SO LONG A SERIES OF SCRIPTURES, HE WHO IS TRULY SPIRITUAL WILL INTERPRET BY POINTING OUT, IN REGARD TO EVERY ONE OF THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN, TO WHAT SPECIAL POINT IN THE DISPENSATION OF THE LORD IS REFERRED, AND [BY THUS EXHIBITING] THE ENTIRE SYSTEM OF THE WORK OF THE SON OF GOD, KNOWING ALWAYS THE SAME GOD, AND ALWAYS ACKNOWLEDGING THE SAME WORD OF GOD, ALTHOUGH HE HAS [BUT] NOW BEEN MANIFESTED TO US; ACKNOWLEDGING ALSO AT ALL TIMES THE SAME SPIRIT OF GOD, ALTHOUGH HE HAS BEEN POURED OUT UPON US AFTER A NEW FASHION IN THESE LAST TIMES, [KNOWING THAT HE DESCENDS] EVEN FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD TO ITS END UPON THE HUMAN RACE SIMPLY AS SUCH, FROM WHOM THOSE WHO BELIEVE GOD AND FOLLOW HIS WORD RECEIVE THAT SALVATION WHICH FLOWS FROM HIM. THOSE, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHO DEPART FROM HIM, AND DESPISE HIS PRECEPTS, AND BY THEIR DEEDS BRING DISHONOR ON HIM WHO MADE THEM, AND BY THEIR OPINIONS BLASPHEME HIM WHO NOURISHES THEM, HEAP UP AGAINST THEMSELVES MOST RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT.(3) HE THEREFORE (I.E., THE SPIRITUAL MAN) SIFTS AND TRIES THEM ALL, BUT HE HIMSELF IS TRIED BY NO MAN:(4) HE NEITHER BLASPHEMES HIS FATHER, NOR SETS ASIDE HIS DISPENSATIONS, NOR INVEIGHS AGAINST THE FATHERS, NOR DISHONORS THE PROPHETS, BY MAINTAINING THAT THEY WERE [SENT] FROM ANOTHER GOD [THAN HE WORSHIPS], OR AGAIN, THAT THEIR PROPHECIES WERE DERIVED FROM DIFFERENT SOURCES.(5) 
CHAP. XXXIV.--PROOF AGAINST THE MARCIONITES, THAT THE PROPHETS REFERRED IN ALL THEIR PREDICTIONS TO OUR CHRIST. 
1. NOW I SHALL SIMPLY SAY, IN OPPOSITION TO ALL THE HERETICS, AND PRINCIPALLY AGAINST THE FOLLOWERS OF MARCION, AND AGAINST THOSE WHO ARE LIKE TO THESE, IN MAINTAINING THAT TIME PROPHETS WERE FROM ANOTHER GOD [THAN HE WHO IS ANNOUNCED IN THE GOSPEL], READ WITH EARNEST CARE THAT GOSPEL WHICH HAS BEEN CONVEYED TO US BY THE APOSTLES, AND READ WITH EARNEST CARE THE PROPHETS, AND YOU WILL FIND THAT THE WHOLE CONDUCT, AND ALL THE DOCTRINE, AND ALL THE SUFFERINGS OF OUR LORD, WERE PREDICTED THROUGH THEM. BUT IF A THOUGHT OF THIS KIND SHOULD THEN SUGGEST ITSELF TO YOU, TO SAY, WHAT THEN DID THE LORD BRING TO US BY HIS ADVENT? KNOW YE THAT HE BROUGHT ALL [POSSIBLE] NOVELTY, BY BRINGING HIMSELF WHO HAD BEEN ANNOUNCED. FOR THIS VERY THING WAS PROCLAIMED BEFOREHAND, THAT A NOVELTY SHOULD COME TO RENEW AND QUICKEN MANKIND. FOR THE ADVENT OF THE KING IS PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED BY THOSE SERVANTS WHO ARE SENT [BEFORE HIM], IN ORDER TO THE PREPARATION AND EQUIPMENT OF THOSE MEN WHO ARE TO ENTERTAIN THEIR LORD. BUT WHEN THE KING HAS ACTUALLY COME, AND THOSE WHO ARE HIS SUBJECTS HAVE BEEN FILLED WITH THAT JOY WHICH WAS PROCLAIMED BEFOREHAND, AND HAVE ATTAINED TO THAT LIBERTY WHICH HE BESTOWS, AND SHARE IN THE SIGHT OF HIM, AND HAVE LISTENED TO HIS WORDS, AND HAVE ENJOYED THE GIFTS WHICH HE CONFERS, THE QUESTION WILL NOT THEN BE ASKED BY ANY THAT ARE POSSESSED OF SENSE WHAT NEW THING THE KING HAS BROUGHT BEYOND [THAT PROCLAIMED BY] THOSE WHO ANNOUNCED HIS COMING. FOR HE HAS BROUGHT HIMSELF, AND HAS BESTOWED ON MEN THOSE GOOD THINGS WHICH WERE ANNOUNCED BEFOREHAND, WHICH THINGS THE ANGELS DESIRED TO LOOK INTO.(6) 
2. BUT THE SERVANTS WOULD THEN HAVE BEEN PROVED FALSE, AND NOT SENT BY THE LORD, IF CHRIST ON HIS ADVENT, BY BEING FOUND EXACTLY SUCH AS HE WAS PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED, HAD NOT FULFILLED THEIR WORDS. WHEREFORE HE SAID, "THINK NOT THAT I HAVE COME TO DESTROY THE LAW OR THE PROPHETS; I CAME NOT TO DESTROY, BUT TO FULFIL. FOR VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, UNTIL HEAVEN AND EARTH PASS AWAY, ONE JOT OR ONE TITTLE SHALL NOT PASS FROM THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS TILL ALL COME TO PASS."(7) FOR BY HIS ADVENT HE HIMSELF FULFILLED ALL THINGS, AND DOES STILL FULFIL IN THE CHURCH THE NEW COVENANT FORETOLD BY THE LAW, ONWARDS TO THE CONSUMMATION [OF ALL THINGS]. TO THIS EFFECT ALSO PAUL, HIS APOSTLE, SAYS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, "BUT NOW,(8) WITHOUT THE LAW, HAS THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD BEEN MANIFESTED, BEING WITNESSED BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS; FOR THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."(9) BUT THIS FACT, THAT THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH, HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED(10) BY THE PROPHETS. 
3. BUT WHENCE COULD THE PROPHETS HAVE HAD POWER TO PREDICT THE ADVENT OF THE KING, AND TO PREACH BEFOREHAND THAT LIBERTY WHICH WAS BESTOWED BY HIM, AND PREVIOUSLY TO ANNOUNCE ALL THINGS WHICH WERE DONE BY CHRIST, HIS WORDS, HIS WORKS, AND HIS SUFFERINGS, AND TO PREDICT THE NEW COVENANT, IF THEY HAD RECEIVED PROPHETICAL INSPIRATION FROM ANOTHER GOD [THAN HE WHO IS REVEALED IN THE GOSPEL], THEY BEING IGNORANT, AS YE ALLEGE, OF THE INEFFABLE FATHER, OF HIS KINGDOM, AND HIS DISPENSATIONS, WHICH THE SON OF GOD FULFILLED WHEN HE CAME UPON EARTH IN THESE LAST TIMES? NEITHER ARE YE IN A POSITION TO SAY THAT THESE THINGS CAME TO PASS BY A CERTAIN KIND OF CHANCE, AS IF THEY WERE SPOKEN BY THE PROPHETS IN REGARD TO SOME OTHER PERSON, WHILE LIKE EVENTS HAPPENED TO THE LORD. FOR ALL THE PROPHETS PROPHESIED THESE SAME THINGS, BUT THEY NEVER CAME TO PASS IN THE CASE OF ANY ONE OF THE ANCIENTS. FOR IF THESE THINGS HAD HAPPENED TO ANY MAN AMONG THEM OF OLD TIME, THOSE [PROPHETS] WHO LIVED SUBSEQUENTLY WOULD CERTAINLY NOT HAVE PROPHESIED THAT THESE EVENTS SHOULD COME TO PASS IN THE LAST TIMES. MOREOVER, THERE IS IN FACT NONE AMONG THE FATHERS, NOR THE PROPHETS, NOR THE ANCIENT KINGS, IN WHOSE CASE ANY ONE OF THESE THINGS PROPERLY AND SPECIFICALLY TOOK PLACE. FOR ALL INDEED PROPHESIED AS TO THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST, BUT THEY THEMSELVES WERE FAR FROM ENDURING SUFFERINGS SIMILAR TO WHAT WAS PREDICTED. AND THE POINTS CONNECTED WITH THE PASSION OF THE LORD, WHICH WERE FORETOLD, WERE REALIZED IN NO OTHER CASE. FOR NEITHER DID IT HAPPEN AT THE DEATH OF ANY MAN AMONG THE ANCIENTS THAT THE SUN SET AT MID-DAY, NOR WAS THE VEIL OF THE TEMPLE RENT, NOR DID THE EARTH QUAKE, NOR WERE THE ROCKS RENT, NOR DID THE DEAD RISE UP, NOR WAS ANY ONE OF THESE MEN [OF OLD] RAISED UP ON THE THIRD DAY, NOR RECEIVED INTO HEAVEN, NOR AT HIS ASSUMPTION WERE THE HEAVENS OPENED, NOR DID THE NATIONS BELIEVE IN THE NAME OF ANY OTHER; NOR DID ANY FROM AMONG THEM, HAVING BEEN DEAD AND RISING AGAIN, LAY OPEN THE NEW COVENANT OF LIBERTY. THEREFORE, THE PROPHETS SPOKE NOT OF ANY ONE ELSE BUT OF THE LORD, IN WHOM ALL THESE AFORESAID TOKENS CONCURRED. 
4. IF ANY ONE, HOWEVER, ADVOCATING THE CAUSE OF THE JEWS, DO MAINTAIN THAT THIS NEW COVENANT CONSISTED IN THE REARING OF THAT TEMPLE WHICH WAS BUILT UNDER ZERUBBABEL AFTER THE EMIGRATION TO BABYLON, AND IN THE DEPARTURE OF THE PEOPLE FROM THENCE AFTER THE LAPSE OF SEVENTY YEARS, LET HIM KNOW THAT THE TEMPLE CONSTRUCTED OF STONES WAS INDEED THEN REBUILT (FOR AS YET THAT LAW WAS OBSERVED WHICH HAD BEEN MADE UPON TABLES OF STONE), YET NO NEW COVENANT WAS GIVEN, BUT THEY USED THE MOSAIC LAW UNTIL THE COMING OF THE LORD; BUT FROM THE LORD'S ADVENT, THE NEW COVENANT WHICH BRINGS BACK PEACE, AND THE LAW WHICH GIVES LIFE, HAS GONE FORTH OVER THE WHOLE EARTH, AS THE PROPHETS SAID: "FOR OUT OF ZION SHALL GO FORTH THE LAW, AND THE WORD OF THE LORD FROM JERUSALEM; AND HE SHALL REBUKE MANY PEOPLE; AND THEY SHALL BREAK DOWN THEIR SWORDS INTO PLOUGHSHARES, AND THEIR SPEARS INTO PRUNING-HOOKS, AND THEY SHALL NO LONGER LEARN TO FIGHT."(1) IF THEREFORE ANOTHER LAW AND WORD, GOING FORTH FROM JERUSALEM, BROUGHT IN SUCH A [REIGN OF] PEACE AMONG THE GENTILES WHICH RECEIVED IT (THE WORD), AND CONVINCED, THROUGH THEM, MANY A NATION OF ITS FOLLY, THEN [ONLY] IT APPEARS THAT THE PROPHETS SPOKE OF SOME OTHER PERSON. BUT IF THE LAW OF LIBERTY, THAT IS, THE WORD OF GOD, PREACHED BY THE APOSTLES (WHO WENT FORTH FROM JERUSALEM) THROUGHOUT ALL THE EARTH, CAUSED SUCH A CHANGE IN THE STATE OF THINGS, THAT THESE [NATIONS] DID FORM THE SWORDS AND WAR-LANCES INTO PLOUGHSHARES, AND CHANGED THEM INTO PRUNING-HOOKS FOR REAPING THE CORN, [THAT IS], INTO INSTRUMENTS USED FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES, AND THAT THEY ARE NOW UNACCUSTOMED TO FIGHTING, BUT WHEN SMITTEN, OFFER ALSO THE OTHER CHEEK,(2) THEN THE PROPHETS HAVE NOT SPOKEN THESE THINGS OF ANY OTHER PERSON, BUT OF HIM WHO EFFECTED THEM. THIS PERSON IS OUR LORD, AND IN HIM IS THAT DECLARATION BORNE OUT; SINCE IT IS HE HIMSELF WHO HAS MADE THE PLOUGH, AND INTRODUCED THE PRUNING-HOOK, THAT IS, THE FIRST SEMINATION OF MAN, WHICH WAS THE CREATION EXHIBITED IN ADAM,(3) AND THE GATHERING IN OF THE PRODUCE IN THE LAST TIMES BY THE WORD; AND, FOR THIS REASON, SINCE HE JOINED THE BEGINNING TO THE END, AND IS THE LORD OF BOTH, HE HAS FINALLY DISPLAYED THE PLOUGH, IN THAT THE WOOD HAS BEEN JOINED ON TO THE IRON, AND I HAS THUS CLEANSED HIS LAND BECAUSE THE WORD HAVING BEEN FIRMLY UNITED TO FLESH, AND IN ITS MECHANISM FIXED WITH PINS,(4) HAS RECLAIMED THE SAVAGE EARTH. IN THE BEGINNING, HE FIGURED FORTH THE PRUNING-HOOK BY MEANS OF ABEL, POINTING OUT THAT THERE SHOULD BE A GATHERING IN OF A RIGHTEOUS RACE OF MEN. HE SAYS, "FOR BEHOLD HOW THE JUST MAN PERISHES, AND NO MAN CONSIDERS IT; AND RIGHTEOUS MEN ARE TAKEN AWAY, AND NO MAN LAYETH IT TO HEART."(5) THESE THINGS WERE ACTED BEFOREHAND IN ABEL, WERE ALSO PREVIOUSLY DECLARED BY THE PROPHETS, BUT WERE ACCOMPLISHED IN THE LORD'S PERSON; AND THE SAME [IS STILL TRUE] WITH REGARD TO US, THE BODY FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF THE HEAD. 
5. SUCH ARE THE ARGUMENTS PROPER(6) [TO BE USED] IN OPPOSITION TO THOSE WHO MAINTAIN THAT THE PROPHETS [WERE INSPIRED] BY A DIFFERENT GOD, AND THAT OUR LORD [CAME] FROM ANOTHER FATHER, IF PERCHANCE [THESE HERETICS] MAY AT LENGTH DESIST FROM SUCH EXTREME FOLLY. THIS IS MY EARNEST OBJECT IN ADDUCING THESE SCRIPTURAL PROOFS, THAT CONFUTING THEM, AS FAR AS IN ME LIES, BY THESE VERY PASSAGES, I MAY RESTRAIN THEM FROM SUCH GREAT BLASPHEMY, AND FROM INSANELY FABRICATING A MULTITUDE OF GODS. 
CHAP. XXXV.--A REFUTATION OF THOSE WHO ALLEGE THAT THE PROPHETS UTTERED SOME PREDICTIONS UNDER THE INSPIRATION OF THE HIGHEST, OTHERS FROM THE DEMIURGE. DISAGREEMENTS OF THE VALENTINIANS AMONG THEMSELVES WITH REGARD TO THESE SAME PREDICTIONS. 
1. THEN AGAIN, IN OPPOSITION TO THE VALENTINIANS, AND THE OTHER GNOSTICS, FALSELY SO CALLED, WHO MAINTAIN THAT SOME PARTS OF SCRIPTURE WERE SPOKEN AT ONE TIME FROM THE PLEROMA (A SUMMITATE) THROUGH MEANS OF THE SEED [DERIVED] FROM THAT PLACE, BUT AT ANOTHER TIME FROM THE INTERMEDIATE ABODE THROUGH MEANS OF THE AUDACIOUS MOTHER PRUNICA, BUT THAT MANY ARE DUE TO THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD, FROM WHOM ALSO THE PROPHETS HAD THEIR MISSION, WE SAY THAT IT IS ALTOGETHER IRRATIONAL TO BRING DOWN THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE TO SUCH STRAITS, AS THAT HE SHOULD NOT BE POSSESSED OF HIS OWN PROPER INSTRUMENTS, BY WHICH THE THINGS IN THE PLEROMA MIGHT BE PERFECTLY PROCLAIMED. FOR OF WHOM WAS HE AFRAID, SO THAT HE SHOULD NOT REVEAL HIS WILL AFTER HIS OWN WAY AND INDEPENDENTLY, FREELY, AND WITHOUT BEING INVOLVED WITH THAT SPIRIT WHICH CAME INTO BEING IN A STATE OF DEGENERACY AND IGNORANCE? WAS IT THAT HE FEARED THAT VERY MANY WOULD BE SAVED, WHEN MORE SHOULD HAVE LISTENED TO THE UNADULTERATED TRUTH? OR, ON THE OTHER HAND, WAS HE INCAPABLE OF PREPARING FOR HIMSELF THOSE WHO SHOULD ANNOUNCE THE SAVIOUR'S ADVENT? 
2. BUT IF, WHEN THE SAVIOUR CAME TO THIS EARTH, HE SENT HIS APOSTLES INTO THE WORLD TO PROCLAIM WITH ACCURACY HIS ADVENT, AND TO TEACH THE FATHER'S WILL, HAVING NOTHING IN COMMON WITH THE DOCTRINE OF THE GENTILES OR OF THE JEWS, MUCH MORE, WHILE YET EXISTING IN THE PLEROMA, WOULD HE HAVE APPOINTED HIS OWN HERALDS TO PROCLAIM HIS FUTURE ADVENT INTO THIS WORLD, AND HAVING NOTHING IN COMMON WITH THOSE PROPHECIES ORIGINATING FROM THE DEMIURGE. BUT IF, WHEN WITHIN THE PLEROMA, HE AVAILED HIMSELF OF THOSE PROPHETS WHO WERE UNDER THE LAW, AND DECLARED HIS OWN MATTERS THROUGH THEIR INSTRUMENTALITY; MUCH MORE WOULD HE, UPON HIS ARRIVAL HITHER, HAVE MADE USE OF THESE SAME TEACHERS, AND HAVE PREACHED THE GOSPEL TO US BY THEIR MEANS. THEREFORE, LET THEM NOT ANY LONGER ASSERT THAT PETER AND PAUL AND THE OTHER APOSTLES PROCLAIMED THE TRUTH, BUT THAT IT WAS THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, AND THE OTHERS, THROUGH WHOM THE LAW WAS PROPOUNDED. BUT IF, AT HIS ADVENT, HE SENT FORTH HIS OWN APOSTLES IN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, AND NOT IN THAT OF ERROR, HE DID THE VERY SAME ALSO IN THE CASE OF THE PROPHETS; FOR THE WORD OF GOD WAS ALWAYS THE SELF-SAME: AND IF THE SPIRIT FROM THE PLEROMA WAS, ACCORDING TO THESE MEN'S SYSTEM, THE SPIRIT OF LIGHT, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, THE SPIRIT OF PERFECTION, AND THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE, WHILE THAT FROM THE DEMIURGE WAS THE SPIRIT OF IGNORANCE, DEGENERACY, AND ERROR, AND THE OFFSPRING OF OBSCURITY; HOW CAN IT BE, THAT IN ONE AND THE SAME BEING THERE EXISTS PERFECTION AND DEFECT, KNOWLEDGE AND IGNORANCE, ERROR AND TRUTH, LIGHT AND DARKNESS? BUT IF IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE THAT SUCH SHOULD HAPPEN IN THE CASE OF THE PROPHETS, FOR THEY PREACHED THE WORD OF THE LORD FROM ONE GOD, AND PROCLAIMED THE ADVENT OF HIS SON, MUCH MORE WOULD THE LORD HIMSELF NEVER HAVE UTTERED WORDS, ON ONE OCCASION FROM ABOVE, BUT ON ANOTHER FROM DEGENERACY BELOW, THUS BECOMING THE TEACHER AT ONCE OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF IGNORANCE; NOR WOULD HE HAVE EVER GLORIFIED AS FATHER AT ONE TIME THE FOUNDER OF THE WORLD, AND AT ANOTHER HIM WHO IS ABOVE THIS ONE, AS HE DOES HIMSELF DECLARE: "NO MAN PUTTETH A PIECE OF A NEW GARMENT UPON AN OLD ONE, NOR DO THEY PUT NEW WINE INTO OLD BOTTLES."(1) LET THESE MEN, THEREFORE, EITHER HAVE NOTHING WHATEVER TO DO WITH THE PROPHETS, AS WITH THOSE THAT ARE ANCIENTS, AND ALLEGE NO LONGER THAT THESE MEN, BEING SENT BEFOREHAND BY THE DEMIURGE, SPOKE CERTAIN THINGS UNDER THAT NEW INFLUENCE WHICH PERTAINS TO THE PLEROMA; OR, ON THE OTHER HAND, LET THEM BE CONVINCED BY OUR LORD, WHEN HE DECLARES THAT NEW WINE CANNOT BE PUT INTO OLD BOTTLES. 
3. BUT FROM WHAT SOURCE COULD THE OFFSPRING OF THEIR MOTHER DERIVE HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE MYSTERIES WITHIN THE PLEROMA, AND POWER TO DISCOURSE REGARDING THEM? SUPPOSE THAT THE MOTHER, WHILE BEYOND THE PLEROMA, DID BRING FORTH THIS VERY OFFSPRING; BUT WHAT IS BEYOND THE PLEROMA THEY REPRESENT AS BEING BEYOND THE PALE OF KNOWLEDGE, THAT IS, IGNORANCE. HOW, THEN, COULD THAT SEED, WHICH WAS CONCEIVED IN IGNORANCE, POSSESS THE POWER OF DECLARING KNOWLEDGE? OR HOW DID THE MOTHER HERSELF, A SHAPELESS AND UNDEFINED BEING, ONE CAST OUT OF DOORS AS AN ABORTION, OBTAIN KNOWLEDGE OF THE MYSTERIES WITHIN THE PLEROMA, SHE WHO WAS ORGANIZED OUTSIDE IT AND GIVEN A FORM THERE, AND PROHIBITED BY HOROS FROM ENTERING WITHIN, AND WHO REMAINS OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA TILL THE CONSUMMATION [OF ALL THINGS], THAT IS, BEYOND THE PALE OF KNOWLEDGE? THEN, AGAIN, WHEN THEY SAY THAT THE LORD'S PASSION IS A TYPE OF THE EXTENSION OF THE CHRIST ABOVE, WHICH HE EFFECTED THROUGH HOROS, AND SO IMPARTED A FORM TO THEIR MOTHER, THEY ARE REFUTED IN THE OTHER PARTICULARS [OF THE LORD'S PASSION], FOR THEY HAVE NO SEMBLANCE OF A TYPE TO SHOW WITH REGARD TO THEM. FOR WHEN DID THE CHRIST ABOVE HAVE VINEGAR AND GALL GIVEN HIM TO DRINK? OR WHEN WAS HIS RAIMENT PARTED? OR WHEN WAS HE PIERCED, AND BLOOD AND WATER CAME FORTH? OR WHEN DID HE SWEAT GREAT DROPS OF BLOOD? AND [THE SAME MAY BE DEMANDED] AS TO THE OTHER PARTICULARS WHICH HAPPENED TO THE LORD, OF WHICH THE PROPHETS HAVE SPOKEN. FROM WHENCE, THEN, DID THE MOTHER OR HER OFFSPRING DIVINE THE THINGS WHICH HAD NOT YET TAKEN PLACE, BUT WHICH SHOULD OCCUR AFTERWARDS? 
4. THEY AFFIRM THAT CERTAIN THINGS STILL, BESIDES THESE, WERE SPOKEN FROM THE PLEROMA, BUT ARE CONFUTED BY THOSE WHICH ARE REFERRED TO IN THE SCRIPTURES AS BEATING ON THE ADVENT OF CHRIST. BUT WHAT THESE ARE [THAT ARE SPOKEN FROM THE PLEROMA] THEY ARE NOT AGREED, BUT GIVE DIFFERENT ANSWERS REGARDING THEM. FOR IF ANY ONE, WISHING TO TEST THEM, DO QUESTION ONE BY ONE WITH REGARD TO ANY PASSAGE THOSE WHO ARE THEIR LEADING MEN, HE SHALL FIND ONE OF THEM REFERRING THE PASSAGE IN QUESTION TO THE PROPATOR--THAT IS, TO BYTHUS; ANOTHER ATTRIBUTING IT TO ARCHE--THAT IS, TO THE ONLY- BEGOTTEN; ANOTHER TO THE FATHER OF ALL--THAT IS, TO THE WORD; WHILE ANOTHER, AGAIN, WILL SAY THAT IT WAS SPOKEN OF THAT ONE IRON WHO WAS [FORMED FROM THE JOINT CONTRIBUTIONS] OF THE AEONS IN THE PLEROMA;(1) OTHERS [WILL REGARD THE PASSAGE] AS REFERRING TO CHRIST, WHILE ANOTHER [WILL REFER IT] TO THE SAVIOUR. ONE, AGAIN, MORE SKILLED THAN THESE,(2) AFTER A LONG PROTRACTED SILENCE, DECLARES THAT IT WAS SPOKEN OF HOROS; ANOTHER THAT IT SIGNIFIES THE SOPHIA WHICH IS WITHIN THE PLEROMA; ANOTHER THAT IT ANNOUNCES THE MOTHER OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA; WHILE ANOTHER WILL MENTION THE GOD WHO MADE THE WORLD (THE DEMIURGE). SUCH ARE THE VARIATIONS EXISTING AMONG THEM WITH REGARD TO ONE [PASSAGE], HOLDING DISCORDANT OPINIONS AS TO THE SAME SCRIPTURES; AND WHEN THE SAME IDENTICAL PASSAGE IS READ OUT, THEY ALL BEGIN TO PURSE UP THEIR EYEBROWS, AND TO SHAKE THEIR HEADS, AND THEY SAY THAT THEY MIGHT INDEED UTTER A DISCOURSE TRANSCENDENTLY LOFTY, BUT THAT ALL CANNOT COMPREHEND THE GREATNESS OF THAT THOUGHT WHICH IS IMPLIED IN IT; AND THAT, THEREFORE, AMONG THE WISE THE CHIEF THING IS SILENCE. FOR THAT SIGE (SILENCE) WHICH IS ABOVE MUST BE TYPIFIED BY THAT SILENCE WHICH THEY PRESERVE. THUS, DO THEY, AS MANY AS THEY ARE, ALL DEPART [FROM EACH OTHER], HOLDING SO MANY OPINIONS AS TO ONE THING, AND BEARING ABOUT THEIR CLEVER NOTIONS IN SECRET WITHIN THEMSELVES. WHEN, THEREFORE, THEY SHALL HAVE AGREED AMONG THEMSELVES AS TO THE THINGS PREDICTED IN THE SCRIPTURES, THEN ALSO SHALL THEY BE CONFUTED BY US. FOR, THOUGH HOLDING WRONG OPINIONS, THEY DO IN THE MEANWHILE, HOWEVER, CONVICT THEMSELVES, SINCE THEY ARE NOT OF ONE MIND WITH REGARD TO THE SAME WORDS. BUT AS WE FOLLOW FOR OUR TEACHER THE ONE AND ONLY TRUE GOD, AND POSSESS HIS WORDS AS THE RULE OF TRUTH, WE DO ALL SPEAK ALIKE WITH REGARD TO THE SAME THINGS, KNOWING BUT ONE GOD, THE CREATOR OF THIS UNIVERSE, WHO SENT THE PROPHETS, WHO LED FORTH THE PEOPLE FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT, WHO IN THESE LAST TIMES MANIFESTED HIS OWN SON, THAT HE MIGHT PUT THE UNBELIEVERS TO CONFUSION, AND SEARCH OUT THE FRUIT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
CHAP. XXXVI.--THE PROPHETS WERE SENT FROM ONE AND THE SAME FATHER FROM WHOM THE SON WAS SENT. 
1. WHICH [GOD] THE LORD DOES NOT REJECT, NOR DOES HE SAY THAT THE PROPHETS [SPOKE] FROM ANOTHER GOD THAN HIS FATHER; NOR FROM ANY OTHER ESSENCE, BUT FROM ONE AND THE SAME FATHER; NOR THAT ANY OTHER BEING MADE THE THINGS IN THE WORLD, EXCEPT HIS OWN FATHER, WHEN HE SPEAKS AS FOLLOWS IN HIS TEACHING: "THERE WAS A CERTAIN HOUSEHOLDER, AND HE PLANTED A VINEYARD, AND HEDGED IT ROUND ABOUT, AND DIGGED IN IT A WINEPRESS, AND BUILT A TOWER, AND LET IT OUT TO HUSBANDMEN, AND WENT INTO A FAR COUNTRY: AND WHEN THE TIME OF THE FRUIT DREW NEAR, HE SENT HIS SERVANTS UNTO THE HUSBANDMEN, THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE THE FRUITS OF IT. AND THE HUSBANDMEN TOOK HIS SERVANTS: THEY CUT ONE TO PIECES, STONED ANOTHER, AND KILLED ANOTHER. AGAIN, HE SENT OTHER SERVANTS MORE THAN THE FIRST: AND THEY DID UNTO THEM LIKEWISE. BUT LAST OF ALL HE SENT UNTO THEM HIS ONLY SON, SAYING, PERCHANCE THEY WILL REVERENCE MY SON. BUT WHEN THE HUSBANDMEN SAW THE SON, THEY SAID AMONG THEMSELVES, THIS IS THE HEIR; COME, LET US KILL HIM, AND WE SHALL POSSESS HIS INHERITANCE. AND THEY CAUGHT HIM, AND CAST HIM OUT OF THE VINEYARD, AND SLEW HIM. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE LORD OF THE VINEYARD SHALL COME, WHAT WILL HE DO UNTO THESE HUSBANDMEN? THEY SAY UNTO HIM, HE WILL MISERABLY DESTROY THESE WICKED MEN, AND WILL LET OUT HIS VINEYARD TO OTHER HUSBANDMEN, WHO SHALL RENDER HIM THE FRUITS IN THEIR SEASON."(3) AGAIN DOES THE LORD SAY: "HAVE YE NEVER READ, THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THE SAME IS BECOME THE HEAD OF THE COMER: THIS IS THE LORD'S DOING, AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES? THEREFORE I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD SHALL BE TAKEN FROM YOU, AND GIVEN TO A NATION BRINGING FORTH THE FRUITS THEREOF."(4) BY THESE WORDS HE CLEARLY POINTS OUT TO HIS DISCIPLES ONE AND THE SAME HOUSEHOLDER--THAT IS, ONE GOD THE FATHER, WHO MADE ALL THINGS BY HIMSELF; WHILE [HE SHOWS] THAT THERE ARE VARIOUS HUSBANDMEN, SOME OBSTINATE, AND PROUD, AND WORTHLESS, AND SLAYERS OF THE LORD, BUT OTHERS WHO RENDER HIM, WITH ALL OBEDIENCE, THE FRUITS IN THEIR SEASONS; AND THAT IT IS THE SAME HOUSEHOLDER WHO SENDS AT ONE TIME HIS SERVANTS, AT ANOTHER HIS SON. FROM THAT FATHER, THEREFORE, FROM WHOM THE SON WAS SENT TO THOSE HUSBANDMEN WHO SLEW HIM, FROM HIM ALSO WERE THE SERVANTS [SENT]. BUT THE SON, AS COMING FROM THE FATHER WITH SUPREME AUTHORITY (PRINCIPALI AUCTORITATE), USED TO EXPRESS HIMSELF THUS: "BUT I SAY UNTO YOU."(1) THE SERVANTS, AGAIN, [WHO CAME] AS FROM THEIR LORD, SPOKE AFTER THE MANNER OF SERVANTS, [DELIVERING A MESSAGE]; AND THEY THEREFORE USED TO SAY, "THUS SAITH THE LORD." 
5. WHOM THESE MEN DID THEREFORE PREACH TO THE UNBELIEVERS AS LORD, HIM DID CHRIST TEACH TO THOSE WHO OBEY HIM; AND THE GOD WHO HAD CALLED THOSE OF THE FORMER DISPENSATION, IS THE SAME AS HE WHO HAS RECEIVED THOSE OF THE LATTER. IN OTHER WORDS, HE WHO AT FIRST USED THAT LAW WHICH ENTAILS BONDAGE, IS ALSO HE WHO DID IN AFTER TIMES [CALL HIS PEOPLE] BY MEANS OF ADOPTION. FOR GOD PLANTED THE VINEYARD OF THE HUMAN RACE WHEN AT THE FIRST HE FORMED ADAM AND CHOSE THE FATHERS; THEN HE LET IT OUT TO HUSBANDMEN WHEN HE ESTABLISHED THE MOSAIC DISPENSATION: HE HEDGED IT ROUND ABOUT, THAT IS, HE GAVE PARTICULAR INSTRUCTIONS WITH REGARD TO THEIR WORSHIP: HE BUILT A TOWER, [THAT IS], HE CHOSE JERUSALEM: HE DIGGED A WINEPRESS, THAT IS, HE PREPARED A RECEPTACLE OF THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT. AND THUS DID HE SEND PROPHETS PRIOR TO THE TRANSMIGRATION TO BABYLON, AND AFTER THAT EVENT OTHERS AGAIN IN GREATER NUMBER THAN THE FORMER, TO SEEK THE FRUITS, SAYING THUS TO THEM (THE JEWS): "THUS SAITH THE LORD, CLEANSE YOUR WAYS AND YOUR DOINGS, EXECUTE JUST JUDGMENT, AND LOOK EACH ONE WITH PITY AND COMPASSION ON HIS BROTHER: OPPRESS NOT THE WIDOW NOR THE ORPHAN, THE PROSELYTE NOR THE POOR, AND LET NONE OF YOU TREASURE UP EVIL AGAINST HIS BROTHER IN YOUR HEARTS, AND LOVE NOT FALSE SWEARING. WASH YOU, MAKE YOU CLEAN, PUT AWAY EVIL FROM YOUR HEARTS, LEARN TO DO WELL, SEEK JUDGMENT, PROTECT THE OPPRESSED, JUDGE THE FATHERLESS (PURILLO), PLEAD FOR THE WIDOW; AND COME, LET US REASON TOGETHER, SAITH THE LORD."(2) AND AGAIN: "KEEP THY TONGUE FROM EVIL, AND THY LIPS THAT THEY SPEAK NO GUILE; DEPART FROM EVIL, AND DO GOOD; SEEK PEACE, AND PURSUE IT."(3) IN PREACHING THESE THINGS, THE PROPHETS SOUGHT THE FRUITS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. BUT LAST OF ALL HE SENT TO THOSE UNBELIEVERS HIS OWN SON, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHOM THE WICKED HUSBANDMEN CAST OUT OF THE VINEYARD WHEN THEY HAD SLAIN HIM. WHEREFORE THE LORD GOD DID EVEN GIVE IT UP (NO LONGER HEDGED AROUND, BUT THROWN OPEN THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD) TO OTHER HUSBANDMEN, WHO RENDER THE FRUITS IN THEIR SEASONS, THE BEAUTIFUL ELECT TOWER BEING ALSO RAISED EVERYWHERE. FOR THE ILLUSTRIOUS CHURCH IS [NOW] EVERYWHERE, AND EVERYWHERE IS I THE WINEPRESS DIGGED: BECAUSE THOSE WHO DO RECEIVE THE SPIRIT ARE EVERYWHERE. FOR INASMUCH AS THE FORMER HAVE REJECTED THE SON OF GOD, AND CAST HIM OUT OF THE VINEYARD WHEN THEY SLEW HIM, GOD HAS JUSTLY REJECTED THEM, AND GIVEN TO THE GENTILES OUTSIDE THE VINEYARD THE FRUITS OF ITS CULTIVATION. THIS IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHAT JEREMIAH SAYS, "THE LORD HATH REJECTED AND CAST OFF THE NATION WHICH DOES THESE THINGS; FOR THE CHILDREN OF JUDAH HAVE DONE EVIL IN MY SIGHT, SAITH THE LORD."(4) AND AGAIN IN LIKE MANNER DOES JEREMIAH SPEAK: "I SET WATCHMEN OVER YOU; HEARKEN TO THE SOUND OF THE TRUMPET; AND THEY SAID, WE WILL NOT HEARKEN. THEREFORE, HAVE THE GENTILES HEARD, AND THEY WHO FEED THE FLOCKS IN THEM."(5) IT IS THEREFORE ONE AND THE SAME FATHER WHO PLANTED THE VINEYARD, WHO LED FORTH THE PEOPLE, WHO SENT THE PROPHETS, WHO SENT HIS OWN SON, AND WHO GAVE THE VINEYARD TO THOSE OTHER HUSBANDMEN THAT RENDER THE FRUITS IN THEIR SEASON. 
3. AND THEREFORE DID THE LORD SAY TO HIS DISCIPLES, TO MAKE US BECOME GOOD WORKMEN: "TAKE HEED TO YOURSELVES, AND WATCH CONTINUALLY UPON EVERY OCCASION, LEST AT ANY TIME YOUR HEARTS BE OVERCHARGED WITH SURFEITING AND DRUNKENNESS, AND CARES OF THIS LIFE, AND THAT DAY SHALL COME UPON YOU UNAWARES; FOR AS A SNARE SHALL IT COME UPON ALL DWELLING UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH."(6) "LET YOUR LOINS, THEREFORE, BE GIRDED ABOUT, AND YOUR LIGHTS BURNING, AND YE LIKE TO MEN WHO WAIT FOR THEIR LORD, WHEN HE SHALL RETURN FROM THE WEDDING."(7) "FOR AS IT WAS IN THE DAYS OF NOE, THEY DID EAT AND DRINK, THEY BOUGHT AND SOLD, THEY MARRIED AND WERE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE, AND THEY KNEW NOT, UNTIL NOE ENTERED INTO THE ARK, AND THE FLOOD CAME AND DESTROYED THEM ALL; AS ALSO IT WAS IN THE DAYS OF LOT, THEY DID EAT AND DRINK, THEY BOUGHT AND SOLD, THEY PLANTED AND BUILDED, UNTIL THE TIME THAT LOT WENT OUT OF SODOM; IT RAINED FIRE FROM HEAVEN, AND DESTROYED THEM ALL: SO SHALL IT ALSO BE AT THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN."(8) "WATCH YE THEREFORE, FOR YE KNOW NOT IN WHAT DAY YOUR LORD SHALL COME."(9) [IN THESE PASSAGES] HE DECLARES ONE AND THE SAME LORD, WHO IN THE TIMES OF NOAH BROUGHT THE DELUGE BECAUSE OF MEWS DISOBEDIENCE, AND WHO ALSO IN THE DAYS OF LOT RAINED FIRE FROM HEAVEN BECAUSE OF THE MULTITUDE OF SINNERS AMONG THE SODOMITES, AND WHO, ON ACCOUNT OF THIS SAME DISOBEDIENCE AND SIMILAR SINS, WILL BRING ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT AT THE END OF TIME (IN NOVISSIMO); ON WHICH DAY HE DECLARES THAT IT SHALL BE MORE TOLERABLE FOR SODOM AND GOMORRAH THAN FOR THAT CITY AND HOUSE WHICH SHALL NOT RECEIVE THE WORD OF HIS APOSTLES. "AND THOU, CAPERNAUM," HE SAID, "IS IT THAT THOU SHALT BE EXALTED TO HEAVEN?(1) THOU SHALT GO DOWN TO HELL. FOR IF THE MIGHTY WORKS WHICH HAVE BEEN DONE IN THEE HAD BEEN DONE IN SODORE, IT WOULD HAVE REMAINED UNTO THIS DAY. VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT IT SHALL BE MORE TOLERABLE FOR SODOM IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT THAN FOR YOU."(2) 
4. SINCE THE SON OF GOD IS ALWAYS ONE AND THE SAME, HE GIVES TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE ON HIM A WELL OF WATER(3) [SPRINGING UP] TO ETERNAL LIFE, BUT HE CAUSES THE UNFRUITFUL FIG-TREE IMMEDIATELY TO DRY UP; AND IN THE DAYS OF NOAH HE JUSTLY BROUGHT ON THE DELUGE FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXTINGUISHING THAT MOST INFAMOUS RACE OF MEN THEN EXISTENT, WHO COULD NOT BRING FORTH FRUIT TO GOD, SINCE THE ANGELS THAT SINNED HAD COMMINGLED WITH THEM, AND [ACTED AS HE DID] IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT PUT A CHECK UPON THE SINS OF THESE MEN, BUT [THAT AT THE SAME TIME] HE MIGHT PRESERVE THE ARCHETYPE,(4) THE FORMATION OF ADAM. AND IT WAS HE WHO RAINED FIRE AND BRIMSTONE FROM HEAVEN, IN THE DAYS OF LOT, UPON SODOM AND GOMORRAH, "AN EXAMPLE OF THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT OF GOD,"(5) THAT ALL MAY KNOW, "THAT EVERY TREE THAT BRINGETH NOT FORTH GOOD FRUIT SHALL BE CUT DOWN, AND CAST INTO THE FIRE."(6) AND IT IS HE WHO USES [THE WORDS], THAT IT WILL BE MORE TOLERABLE FOR SODOM IN THE GENERAL JUDGMENT THAN FOR THOSE WHO BEHELD HIS WONDERS, AND DID NOT BELIEVE ON HIM, NOR RECEIVE HIS DOCTRINE? FOR AS HE GAVE BY HIS ADVENT A GREATER PRIVILEGE TO THOSE WHO BELIEVED ON HIM, AND WHO DO HIS WILL, SO ALSO DID HE POINT OUT THAT THOSE WHO DID NOT BELIEVE ON HIM SHOULD HAVE A MORE SEVERE PUNISHMENT IN THE JUDGMENT; THUS EXTENDING EQUAL JUSTICE TO ALL, AND BEING TO EXACT MORE FROM THOSE TO WHOM HE GIVES THE MORE; THE MORE, HOWEVER, NOT BECAUSE HE REVEALS THE KNOWLEDGE OF ANOTHER FATHER, AS I HAVE SHOWN SO FULLY AND SO REPEATEDLY, BUT BECAUSE HE HAS, BY MEANS OF HIS ADVENT, POURED UPON THE HUMAN RACE THE GREATER GIFT OF PATERNAL GRACE. 
5. IF, HOWEVER, WHAT I HAVE STATED BE INSUFFICIENT TO CONVINCE ANY ONE THAT THE PROPHETS WERE SENT FROM ONE AND THE SAME FATHER, FROM WHOM ALSO OUR LORD WAS SENT, LET SUCH A ONE, OPENING THE MOUTH OF HIS HEART, AND CALLING UPON THE MASTER, CHRIST JESUS THE LORD, LISTEN TO HIM WHEN HE SAYS, "THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE UNTO A KING WHO MADE A MARRIAGE FOR HIS SON, AND HE SENT FORTH HIS SERVANTS TO CALL THEM WHO WERE BIDDEN TO THE MARRIAGE." AND WHEN THEY WOULD NOT OBEY, HE GOES ON TO SAY, "AGAIN HE SENT OTHER SERVANTS, SAYING, TELL THEM THAT ARE BIDDEN, COME YE, I HAVE PREPARED MY DINNER; MY OXEN AND ALL THE FALLINGS ARE KILLED, AND EVERYTHING IS READY; COME UNTO THE WEDDING. BUT THEY MADE LIGHT OF IT, AND WENT THEIR WAY, SOME TO THEIR FARM, AND OTHERS TO THEIR, MERCHANDIZE; BUT THE REMNANT TOOK HIS SERVANTS, AND SOME THEY TREATED DESPITEFULLY, WHILE OTHERS THEY SLEW. BUT WHEN THE KING HEARD THIS, HE WAS WROTH, AND SENT HIS ARMIES AND DESTROYED THESE MURDERERS, AND BURNED UP THEIR CITY, AND SAID TO HIS SERVANTS, THE WEDDING IS INDEED READY, BUT THEY WHICH WERE BIDDEN WERE NOT WORTHY. GO OUT THEREFORE INTO THE HIGHWAYS, AND AS MANY AS YE SHALL FIND, GATHER IN TO THE MARRIAGE. SO, THE SERVANTS WENT OUT, AND COLLECTED TOGETHER AS MANY AS THEY FOUND, BAD AND GOOD, AND THE WEDDING WAS FURNISHED WITH GUESTS. BUT WHEN THE KING CAME IN TO SEE THE GUESTS, HE SAW THERE A MAN NOT HAVING ON A WEDDING GARMENT; AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, FRIEND, HOW CAMEST THOU HITHER, NOT HAVING ON A WEDDING GARMENT? BUT HE WAS SPEECHLESS. THEN SAID THE KING TO HIS SERVANTS, TAKE HIM AWAY, HAND AND FOOT, AND CAST HIM INTO OUTER DARKNESS: THERE SHALL BE WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH. FOR MANY ARE CALLED, BUT FEW ARE CHOSEN."(8) NOW, BY THESE WORDS OF HIS, DOES THE LORD CLEARLY SHOW ALL [THESE POINTS, VIZ.,] THAT THERE IS ONE KING AND LORD, THE FATHER OF ALL, OF WHOM HE HAD PREVIOUSLY SAID, "NEITHER SHALT THOU SWEAR BY JERUSALEM, FOR IT IS THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING;"(9) AND THAT HE HAD FROM THE BEGINNING PREPARED THE MARRIAGE FOR HIS SON, AND USED, WITH THE UTMOST KINDNESS, TO CALL, BY THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF HIS SERVANTS, THE MEN OF THE FORMER DISPENSATION TO THE WEDDING FEAST; AND WHEN THEY WOULD NOT OBEY, HE STILL INVITED THEM BY SENDING OUT OTHER SERVANTS, YET THAT EVEN THEN THEY DID NOT OBEY HIM, BUT EVEN STONED AND SLEW THOSE WHO BROUGHT THEM THE MESSAGE OF INVITATION. HE ACCORDINGLY SENT FORTH HIS ARMIES AND DESTROYED THEM, AND BURNED DOWN THEIR CITY; BUT HE CALLED TOGETHER FROM ALL THE HIGHWAYS, THAT IS, FROM ALL NATIONS, [GUESTS] TO THE MARRIAGE FEAST OF HIS SON, AS ALSO HE SAYS BY JEREMIAH: "I HAVE SENT ALSO UNTO YOU MY SERVANTS THE PROPHETS TO SAY, RETURN YE NOW, EVERY MAN, FROM HIS VERY EVIL WAY, AND AMEND YOUR DOINGS."(1) AND AGAIN HE SAYS BY THE SAME PROPHET: "I HAVE ALSO SENT UNTO YOU MY SERVANTS THE PROPHETS THROUGHOUT THE DAY AND BEFORE THE LIGHT; YET THEY DID NOT OBEY ME, NOR INCLINE THEIR EARS UNTO ME. AND THOU SHALL SPEAK THIS WORD TO THEM 
THIS IS A PEOPLE THAT OBEYETH NOT THE VOICE OF THE LORD, NOR RECEIVETH CORRECTION; FAITH HAS PERISHED FROM THEIR MOUTH."(2) THE LORD, THEREFORE, WHO HAS CALLED US EVERYWHERE BY THE APOSTLES, IS HE WHO CALLED THOSE OF OLD BY THE PROPHETS, AS APPEARS BY THE WORDS OF THE LORD; AND ALTHOUGH THEY PREACHED TO VARIOUS NATIONS, THE PROPHETS WERE NOT FROM ONE GOD, AND THE APOSTLES FROM ANOTHER; BUT, [PROCEEDING] FROM ONE AND THE SAME, SOME OF THEM ANNOUNCED THE LORD, OTHERS PREACHED THE FATHER, AND OTHERS AGAIN FORETOLD THE ADVENT OF THE SON OF GOD, WHILE YET OTHERS DECLARED HIM AS ALREADY PRESENT TO THOSE WHO THEN WERE AFAR OFF. 
6. STILL FURTHER DID HE ALSO MAKE IT MANIFEST, THAT WE OUGHT, AFTER OUR CALLING, TO BE ALSO ADORNED WITH WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, SO THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD MAY REST UPON US; FOR THIS IS THE WEDDING GARMENT, OF WHICH ALSO THE APOSTLE SPEAKS, "NOT FOR THAT WE WOULD BE UNCLOTHED, BUT CLOTHED UPON, THAT MORTALITY MIGHT BE SWALLOWED UP BY IMMORTALITY."(3) BUT THOSE WHO HAVE INDEED BEEN CALLED TO GOD'S SUPPER, YET HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT, BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKED CONDUCT "SHALL BE," HE DECLARES, "CAST INTO OUTER DARKNESS."(4) HE THUS CLEARLY SHOWS THAT THE VERY SAME KING WHO GATHERED FROM ALL QUARTERS THE FAITHFUL TO THE MARRIAGE OF HIS SON, AND WHO GRANTS THEM THE INCORRUPTIBLE BANQUET, [ALSO] ORDERS THAT MAN TO BE CAST INTO OUTER DARKNESS WHO HAS NOT ON A WEDDING GARMENT, THAT IS, ONE WHO DESPISES IT. FOR AS IN THE FORMER COVENANT, "WITH MANY OF THEM WAS HE NOT WELL PLEASED;"(5) SO ALSO IS IT THE CASE HERE, THAT "MANY ARE CALLED, BUT FEW CHOSEN."(6) IT IS NOT, THEN, ONE GOD WHO JUDGES, AND ANOTHER FATHER WHO CALLS US TOGETHER TO SALVATION; NOR ONE, FORSOOTH, WHO CONFERS ETERNAL LIGHT, BUT ANOTHER WHO ORDERS THOSE WHO HAVE NOT ON THE WEDDING GARMENT TO BE SENT INTO OUTER DARKNESS. BUT IT IS ONE AND THE SAME GOD, THE FATHER OF OUR LORD, FROM WHOM ALSO THE PROPHETS HAD THEIR MISSION, WHO DOES INDEED, THROUGH HIS INFINITE KINDNESS, CALL THE UNWORTHY; BUT HE EXAMINES THOSE WHO ARE CALLED, [TO ASCERTAIN] IF THEY HAVE ON THE GARMENT FIT AND PROPER FOR THE MARRIAGE OF HIS SON, BECAUSE NOTHING UNBECOMING OR EVIL PLEASES HIM. THIS IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHAT THE LORD SAID TO THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN HEALED: "BEHOLD, THOU ART MADE WHOLE; SIN NO MORE, LEST A WORSE THING COME UNTO THEE."(7) FOR HE WHO IS GOOD, AND RIGHTEOUS, AND PURE, AND SPOTLESS, WILL ENDURE NOTHING EVIL, NOR UNJUST, NOR DETESTABLE IN HIS WEDDING CHAMBER. THIS IS THE FATHER OF OUR LORD, BY WHOSE PROVIDENCE ALL THINGS CONSIST, AND ALL ARE ADMINISTERED BY HIS COMMAND; AND HE CONFERS HIS FREE GIFTS UPON THOSE WHO SHOULD [RECEIVE THEM]; BUT THE MOST RIGHTEOUS RETRIBUTOR METES OUT [PUNISHMENT] ACCORDING TO THEIR DESERTS, MOST DESERVEDLY, TO THE UNGRATEFUL AND TO THOSE THAT ARE INSENSIBLE OF HIS KINDNESS; AND THEREFORE DOES HE SAY, "HE SENT HIS ARMIES, AND DESTROYED THOSE MURDERERS, AND BURNED UP THEIR CITY."(8) HE SAYS HERE, "HIS ARMIES," BECAUSE ALL MEN ARE THE PROPERTY OF GOD. FOR "THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S, AND THE FULNESS THEREOF; THE WORLD, AND ALL THAT DWELL THEREIN."(9) WHEREFORE ALSO THE APOSTLE PAUL SAYS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, "FOR THERE IS NO POWER BUT OF GOD; THE POWERS THAT BE ARE ORDAINED OF GOD. WHOSOEVER RESISTETH THE POWER, RESISTETH THE ORDINANCE OF GOD; AND THEY THAT RESIST SHALL RECEIVE UNTO THEMSELVES CONDEMNATION. FOR RULERS ARE NOT FOR A TERROR TO A GOOD WORK, BUT TO AN EVIL. WILT THOU THEN NOT BE AFRAID OF THE POWER? DO THAT WHICH IS GOOD, AND THOU SHALT HAVE PRAISE OF THE SAME; FOR HE IS THE MINISTER OF GOD TO THEE FOR GOOD. BUT IF THOU DO THAT WHICH IS EVIL, BE AFRAID; FOR HE BEARETH NOT THE SWORD IN VAIN: FOR HE IS THE MINISTER OF GOD, THE AVENGER FOR WRATH UPON HIM THAT DOETH EVIL. WHEREFORE YE MUST NEEDS BE SUBJECT, NOT ONLY FOR WRATH, BUT ALSO FOR CONSCIENCE SAKE. FOR THIS CAUSE PAY YE TRIBUTE ALSO; FOR THEY ARE GOD'S MINISTERS, ATTENDING CONTINUALLY UPON THIS VERY THING."(10) BOTH THE LORD, THEN, AND THE APOSTLES ANNOUNCE AS THE ONE ONLY GOD THE FATHER, HIM WHO GAVE THE LAW, WHO SENT THE PROPHETS, WHO MADE ALL THINGS; AND THEREFORE DOES, HE SAY, "HE SENT HIS ARMIES," BECAUSE EVERY MAN, INASMUCH AS HE IS A MAN, IS HIS WORKMANSHIP, ALTHOUGH HE MAY BE IGNORANT OF HIS GOD. FOR HE GIVES EXISTENCE TO ALL; HE, "WHO MAKETH HIS SUN TO RISE UPON THE EVIL AND THE GOOD, AND SENDETH RAIN UPON THE JUST AND UNJUST."(11) 
7. AND NOT ALONE BY WHAT HAS BEEN STATED, BUT ALSO BY THE PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS, THE YOUNGER OF WHOM CONSUMED HIS SUBSTANCE BY LIVING LUXURIOUSLY WITH HARLOTS, DID THE LORD TEACH ONE AND THE SAME FATHER, WHO DID NOT EVEN ALLOW A KID TO HIS ELDER SON; BUT FOR HIM WHO HAD BEEN LOST, [NAMELY] HIS YOUNGER SON, HE ORDERED THE FATTED CALF TO BE KILLED, AND HE GAVE HIM THE BEST ROBE.(12) ALSO BY THE PARABLE OF THE WORKMEN WHO WERE SENT INTO THE VINEYARD AT DIFFERENT PERIODS OF THE DAY, ONE AND THE SAME GOD IS DECLARED(1) AS HAVING CALLED SOME IN THE BEGINNING, WHEN THE WORLD WAS FIRST CREATED; BUT OTHERS AFTERWARDS, AND OTHERS DURING THE INTERMEDIATE PERIOD, OTHERS AFTER A LONG LAPSE OF TIME, AND OTHERS AGAIN IN THE END OF LIME; SO THAT THERE ARE MANY WORKMEN IN THEIR GENERATIONS, BUT ONLY ONE HOUSEHOLDER WHO CALLS THEM TOGETHER. FOR THERE IS BUT ONE VINEYARD, SINCE THERE IS ALSO BUT ONE RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ONE DISPENSATOR, FOR THERE IS ONE SPIRIT OF GOD WHO ARRANGES ALL THINGS; AND IN LIKE MANNER IS THERE ONE HIRE, FOR THEY ALL RECEIVED A PENNY EACH MAN, HAVING [STAMPED UPON IT] THE ROYAL IMAGE AND SUPERSCRIPTION, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON OF GOD, WHICH IS IMMORTALITY. AND THEREFORE, HE BEGAN BY GIVING THE HIRE TO THOSE [WHO WERE ENGAGED] LAST, BECAUSE IN THE LAST TIMES, WHEN 'THE LORD WAS REVEALED HE PRESENTED HIMSELF TO ALL [AS THEIR REWARD]. 
8. THEN, IN THE CASE OF THE PUBLICAN, WHO EX CELLED THE PHARISEE IN PRAYER, [WE FIND] THAT IT WAS NOT BECAUSE HE WORSHIPPED ANOTHER FATHER THAT HE RECEIVED TESTIMONY FROM THE LORD THAT HE WAS JUSTIFIED RATHER [THAN THE OTHER]; BUT BECAUSE WITH GREAT HUMILITY, APART FROM ALL BOASTING AND PRIDE, HE MADE CONFESSION TO THE SAME GOD.(2) THE PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS ALSO: THOSE WHO ARE SENT INTO THE VINEYARD, OF WHOM ONE INDEED OPPOSED HIS FATHER, BUT AFTERWARDS REPENTED, WHEN REPENTANCE PROFITED HIM NOTHING; THE OTHER, HOWEVER, PROMISED TO GO, AT ONCE ASSURING HIS FATHER, BUT HE DID NOT GO (FOR "EVERY MAN IS A LIAR;"(3) "TO WILL IS PRESENT WITH HIM, BUT HE FINDS NOT MEANS TO PERFORM"(4)),--[THIS PARABLE, I SAY], POINTS OUT ONE AND THE SAME FATHER. THEN, AGAIN, THIS TRUTH WAS CLEARLY SHOWN FORTH BY THE PARABLE OF THE FIG-TREE, OF WHICH THE LORD SAYS, "BEHOLD, NOW THESE THREE YEARS I COME SEEKING FRUIT ON THIS FIG-TREE, BUT I FIND NONE"(5) (POINTING ONWARDS, BY THE PROPHETS, TO HIS ADVENT, BY WHOM HE CAME FROM TIME TO TIME, SEEKING THE FRUIT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS FROM THEM, WHICH HE DID NOT FIND), AND ALSO BY THE CIRCUMSTANCE THAT, FOR THE REASON ALREADY MENTIONED, THE FIG- TREE SHOULD BE HEWN DOWN. AND, WITHOUT USING A PARABLE, THE LORD SAID TO JERUSALEM, 'O JERUSALEM, JERUSALEM, THOU THAT KILLEST THE PROPHETS, AND STONEST THOSE THAT ARE SENT UNTO THEE; HOW OFTEN WOULD I HAVE GATHERED THY CHILDREN TOGETHER, AS A HEN GATHERETH HER CHICKENS’ TRADER HER WINGS, AND YE WOULD NOT! BEHOLD, YOUR HOUSE SHALL BE LEFT UNTO YOU DESOLATE."(6) FOR THAT WHICH HAD BEEN SAID IN THE PARABLE, "BEHOLD, FOR THREE YEARS I COME SEEKING FRUIT," AND IN CLEAR TERMS, AGAIN, [WHERE HE SAYS]," HOW OFTEN WOULD I HAVE GATHERED THY CHILDREN TOGETHER," SHALL BE [FOUND] A FALSEHOOD, IF WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND HIS ADVENT, WHICH IS [ANNOUNCED] BY THE PROPHETS--IF, IN FACT, HE CAME TO THEM BUT ONCE, AND THEN FOR THE FIRST TIME. BUT SINCE HE WHO CHOSE THE PATRIARCHS AND THOSE [WHO LIVED UNDER THE FIRST COVENANT], IS THE SAME WORD OF GOD WHO DID BOTH VISIT THEM THROUGH THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT, AND US ALSO WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED TOGETHER FROM ALL QUARTERS BY HIS ADVENT; IN ADDITION TO WHAT HAS BEEN ALREADY SAID, HE TRULY DECLARED, "MANY SHALL COME FROM THE EAST AND FROM THE WEST, AND SHALL RECLINE WITH ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. BUT THE CHILDREN OF THE KINGDOM SHALL GO INTO OUTER DARKNESS; THERE SHALL BE WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH."(7) IF, THEN, THOSE WHO DO BELIEVE IN HIM THROUGH THE PREACHING OF HIS APOSTLES THROUGHOUT THE EAST AND WEST SHALL RECLINE WITH ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, PARTAKING WITH THEM OF THE [HEAVENLY] BANQUET, ONE AND THE SAME GOD IS SET FORTH AS HE WHO DID INDEED CHOOSE THE PATRIARCHS, VISITED ALSO THE PEOPLE, AND CALLED THE GENTILES. 
CHAP. XXXVII.--MEN ARE POSSESSED OF FREE WILL, AND ENDOWED WITH THE FACULTY OF MAKING A CHOICE. IT IS NOT TRUE, THEREFORE, THAT SOME ARE BY NATURE GOOD, AND OTHERS BAD. 
1. THIS EXPRESSION [OF OUR LORD], "HOW OFTEN WOULD I HAVE GATHERED THY CHILDREN TOGETHER, AND THOU WOULDEST NOT,"(8) SET FORTH THE ANCIENT LAW OF HUMAN LIBERTY, BECAUSE GOD MADE MAN A FREE [AGENT] FROM THE BEGINNING, POSSESSING HIS OWN POWER, EVEN AS HE DOES HIS OWN SOUL, TO OBEY THE BEHESTS (AD UTENDUM SENTENTIA) OF GOD VOLUNTARILY, AND NOT BY COMPULSION OF GOD. FOR THERE IS NO COERCION WITH GOD, BUT A GOOD WILL [TOWARDS US] IS PRESENT WITH HIM CONTINUALLY. AND THEREFORE, DOES HE GIVE GOOD COUNSEL TO ALL. AND IN MAN, AS WELL AS IN ANGELS, HE HAS PLACED THE POWER OF CHOICE (FOR ANGELS ARE RATIONAL BEINGS), SO THAT THOSE WHO HAD YIELDED OBEDIENCE MIGHT JUSTLY POSSESS WHAT IS GOOD, GIVEN INDEED BY GOD, BUT PRESERVED BY THEMSELVES. ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY WHO HAVE NOT OBEYED SHALL, WITH JUSTICE, BE NOT FOUND IN POSSESSION OF THE GOOD, AND SHALL RECEIVE CONDIGN PUNISHMENT: FOR GOD DID KINDLY BESTOW ON THEM WHAT WAS GOOD; BUT THEY THEMSELVES DID NOT DILIGENTLY KEEP IT, NOR DEEM IT SOMETHING PRECIOUS, BUT POURED CONTEMPT UPON HIS SUPER- EMINENT GOODNESS. REJECTING THEREFORE THE GOOD, AND AS IT WERE SPEWING IT OUT, THEY SHALL ALL DESERVEDLY INCUR THE JUST JUDGMENT OF GOD, WHICH ALSO THE APOSTLE PAUL TESTIFIES IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, WHERE HE SAYS, "BUT DOST THOU DESPISE THE RICHES OF HIS GOODNESS, AND PATIENCE, AND LONG- SUFFERING, BEING IGNORANT THAT THE GOODNESS OF GOD LEADETH THEE TO REPENTANCE? BUT ACCORDING TO THY HARDNESS AND IMPENITENT HEART, THOU TREASUREST TO THYSELF WRATH AGAINST THE DAY OF WRATH, AND THE REVELATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT OF GOD." "BUT GLORY AND HONOUR," HE SAYS, "TO EVERY ONE THAT DOETH GOOD."(1) GOD THEREFORE HAS GIVEN THAT WHICH IS GOOD, AS THE APOSTLE TELLS US IN THIS EPISTLE, AND THEY WHO WORK IT SHALL RECEIVE GLORY AND HONOUR, BECAUSE THEY HAVE DONE THAT WHICH IS GOOD WHEN THEY HAD IT IN THEIR POWER NOT TO DO IT; BUT THOSE WHO DO IT NOT SHALL RECEIVE THE JUST JUDGMENT OF GOD, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT WORK GOOD WHEN THEY HAD IT IN THEIR POWER SO TO DO. 
2. BUT IF SOME HAD BEEN MADE BY NATURE BAD, AND OTHERS GOOD, THESE LATTER WOULD NOT BE DESERVING OF PRAISE FOR BEING GOOD, FOR SUCH WERE THEY CREATED; NOR WOULD THE FORMER BE REPREHENSIBLE, FOR THUS THEY WERE MADE [ORIGINALLY]. BUT SINCE ALL MEN ARE OF THE SAME NATURE, ABLE BOTH TO HOLD FAST AND TO DO WHAT IS GOOD; AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAVING ALSO THE POWER TO CAST IT FROM THEM AND NOT TO DO IT,--SOME DO JUSTLY RECEIVE PRAISE EVEN AMONG MEN WHO ARE UNDER THE CONTROL OF GOOD LAWS (AND MUCH MORE FROM GOD), AND OBTAIN DESERVED TESTIMONY OF THEIR CHOICE OF GOOD IN GENERAL, AND OF PERSEVERING THEREIN; BUT THE OTHERS ARE BLAMED, AND RECEIVE A JUST CONDEMNATION, BECAUSE OF THEIR REJECTION OF WHAT IS FAIR AND GOOD. AND THEREFORE, THE PROPHETS USED TO EXHORT MEN TO WHAT WAS GOOD, TO ACT JUSTLY AND TO WORK RIGHTEOUSNESS, AS I HAVE SO LARGELY DEMONSTRATED, BECAUSE IT IS IN OUR POWER SO TO DO, AND BECAUSE BY EXCESSIVE NEGLIGENCE WE MIGHT BECOME FORGETFUL, AND THUS STAND IN NEED OF THAT GOOD COUNSEL WHICH THE GOOD GOD HAS GIVEN US TO KNOW BY MEANS OF THE PROPHETS. 
3. FOR THIS REASON THE LORD ALSO SAID, "LET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE BEFORE MEN, THAT THEY MAY SEE YOUR GOOD DEEDS, AND GLORIFY YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN."(2) AND, "TAKE HEED TO YOURSELVES, LEST PERCHANCE YOUR HEARTS BE OVERCHARGED WITH SURFEITING, AND DRUNKENNESS, AND WORLDLY CARES."(3) AND, "LET YOUR LOINS BE GIRDED ABOUT, AND YOUR LAMPS BURNING, AND YE LIKE UNTO MEN THAT WAIT FOR THEIR LORD, WHEN HE RETURNS FROM THE WEDDING, THAT WHEN HE COMETH AND KNOCKETH, THEY MAY OPEN TO HIM. BLESSED IS THAT SERVANT WHOM HIS LORD, WHEN HE COMETH, SHALL FIND SO DOING."(4) AND AGAIN, "THE SERVANT WHO KNOWS HIS LORD'S WILL, AND DOES IT NOT, SHALL BE BEATEN WITH MANY STRIPES."(5) AND, "WHY CALL YE ME, LORD, LORD, AND DO NOT THE THINGS WHICH I SAY?"(6) AND AGAIN, "BUT IF THE SERVANT SAY IN HIS HEART, THE LORD DELAYETH, AND BEGIN TO BEAT HIS FELLOW-SERVANTS, AND TO EAT, AND DRINK, AND TO BE DRUNKEN, HIS LORD WILL COME IN A DAY ON WHICH HE DOES NOT EXPECT HIM, AND SHALL CUT HIM IN SUNDER, AND APPOINT HIS PORTION WITH THE HYPOCRITES."(7) ALL SUCH PASSAGES DEMONSTRATE THE INDEPENDENT WILL(8) OF MAN, AND AT THE SAME TIME THE COUNSEL WHICH GOD CONVEYS TO HIM, BY WHICH HE EXHORTS US TO SUBMIT OURSELVES TO HIM, AND SEEKS TO TURN US AWAY FROM [THE SIN OF] UNBELIEF AGAINST HIM, WITHOUT, HOWEVER, IN ANY WAY COERCING US. 
4. NO DOUBT, IF ANY ONE IS UNWILLING TO FOLLOW THE GOSPEL ITSELF, IT IS IN HIS POWER [TO REJECT IT], BUT IT IS NOT EXPEDIENT. FOR IT IS IN MAN'S POWER TO DISOBEY GOD, AND TO FORFEIT WHAT IS GOOD; BUT [SUCH CONDUCT] BRINGS NO SMALL AMOUNT OF INJURY AND MISCHIEF. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT PAUL SAYS, "ALL THINGS ARE LAWFUL TO ME, BUT ALL THINGS ARE NOT EXPEDIENT;"(9) REFERRING BOTH TO THE LIBERTY OF MAN, IN WHICH RESPECT "ALL THINGS ARE LAWFUL," GOD EXERCISING NO COMPULSION IN REGARD TO HIM; AND [BY THE EXPRESSION] "NOT EXPEDIENT" POINTING OUT THAT WE "SHOULD NOT USE OUR LIBERTY AS A CLOAK OF MALICIOUSNESS,.(10) FOR THIS IS NOT EXPEDIENT. AND AGAIN HE SAYS, "SPEAK YE EVERY MAN TRUTH WITH HIS NEIGHBOUR."(11) AND, "LET NO CORRUPT COMMUNICATION PROCEED OUT OF YOUR MOUTH, NEITHER FILTHINESS, NOR FOOLISH TALKING, NOR SCURRILITY, WHICH ARE NOT CONVENIENT, BUT RATHER GIVING OF THANKS."(12) AND, "FOR YE WERE SOMETIMES DARKNESS, BUT NOW ARE YE LIGHT IN THE LORD; WALK HONESTLY AS CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT, NOT IN RIOTING AND DRUNKENNESS, NOT IN CHAMBERING AND WANTONNESS, NOT IN ANGER AND JEALOUSY. AND SUCH WERE SOME OF YOU; BUT YE HAVE BEEN WASHED, BUT YE HAVE BEEN SANCTIFIED IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD."(13) IF THEN IT WAS NOT IN OUR POWER TO DO OR NOT TO DO THESE THINGS, WHAT REASON HAD THE APOSTLE, AND MUCH MORE THE LORD HIMSELF, TO GIVE US COUNSEL TO DO SOME THINGS, AND TO ABSTAIN FROM OTHERS? BUT BECAUSE MAN IS POSSESSED OF FREE WILL FROM THE BEGINNING, AND GOD IS POSSESSED OF FREE WILL, IN WHOSE LIKENESS MAN WAS CREATED, ADVICE IS ALWAYS GIVEN TO HIM TO KEEP FAST THE GOOD, WHICH THING IS DONE BY MEANS OF OBEDIENCE TO GOD. 
5. AND NOT MERELY IN WORKS, BUT ALSO IN FAITH, HAS GOD PRESERVED THE WILL OF MAN FREE AND UNDER HIS OWN CONTROL, SAYING, "ACCORDING TO THY FAITH BE IT UNTO THEE; "(1) THUS SHOWING THAT THERE IS A FAITH SPECIALLY BELONGING TO MAN, SINCE HE HAS AN OPINION SPECIALLY HIS OWN. AND AGAIN, "ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE TO HIM THAT BELIEVETH;"(2) AND, "GO THY WAY; AND AS THOU HAST BELIEVED, SO BE IT DONE UNTO THEE."(3) NOW ALL SUCH EXPRESSIONS DEMONSTRATE THAT MAN IS IN HIS OWN POWER WITH RESPECT TO FAITH. AND FOR THIS REASON, "HE THAT BELIEVETH IN HIM HAS ETERNAL LIFE WHILE HE WHO BELIEVETH NOT THE SON HATH NOT ETERNAL LIFE, BUT THE WRATH OF GOD SHALL REMAIN UPON HIM."(4) IN THE SAME MANNER THEREFORE THE LORD, BOTH SHOWING HIS OWN GOODNESS, AND INDICATING THAT MAN IS IN HIS OWN FREE WILL AND HIS OWN POWER, SAID TO JERUSALEM, "HOW OFTEN HAVE I WISHED TO GATHER THY CHILDREN TOGETHER, AS A HEN [GATHERETH] HER CHICKENS UNDER HER WINGS, AND YE WOULD NOT! WHEREFORE YOUR HOUSE SHALL BE LEFT UNTO YOU DESOLATE."(5) 
6. THOSE, AGAIN, WHO MAINTAIN THE OPPOSITE TO THESE ['CONCLUSIONS], DO THEMSELVES PRESENT THE LORD AS DESTITUTE OF POWER, AS IF, FORSOOTH, HE WERE UNABLE TO ACCOMPLISH WHAT HE WILLED; OR, ON THE OTHER HAND, AS BEING IGNORANT THAT THEY WERE BY NATURE "MATERIAL," AS THESE MEN EXPRESS IT, AND SUCH AS CANNOT RECEIVE HIS IMMORTALITY. "BUT HE SHOULD NOT," SAY THEY, "HAVE CREATED ANGELS OF SUCH A NATURE THAT THEY WERE CAPABLE OF TRANSGRESSION, NOR MEN WHO IMMEDIATELY PROVED UNGRATEFUL TOWARDS HIM; FOR THEY WERE MADE RATIONAL BEINGS, ENDOWED WITH THE POWER OF EXAMINING AND JUDGING, AND WERE NOT [FORMED] AS THINGS IRRATIONAL OR OF A [MERELY] ANIMAL NATURE, WHICH CAN DO NOTHING OF THEIR OWN WILL, BUT ARE DRAWN BY NECESSITY AND COMPULSION TO WHAT IS GOOD, IN WHICH THINGS THERE IS ONE MIND AND ONE USAGE, WORKING MECHANICALLY IN ONE GROOVE (INFLEXIBILES EL SINE JUDICIO), WHO ARE INCAPABLE OF BEING ANYTHING ELSE EXCEPT JUST WHAT THEY HAD BEEN CREATED." BUT UPON THIS SUPPOSITION, NEITHER WOULD WHAT IS GOOD BE GRATEFUL TO THEM, NOR COMMUNION WITH GOD BE PRECIOUS, NOR WOULD THE GOOD BE VERY MUCH TO BE SOUGHT AFTER, WHICH WOULD PRESENT ITSELF WITHOUT THEIR OWN PROPER ENDEAVOR, CARE, OR STUDY, BUT WOULD BE IMPLANTED OF ITS OWN ACCORD AND WITHOUT THEIR CONCERN. THUS, IT WOULD COME TO PASS, THAT THEIR BEING GOOD WOULD BE OF NO CONSEQUENCE, BECAUSE THEY WERE SO BY NATURE RATHER THAN BY WILL, AND ARE POSSESSORS OF GOOD SPONTANEOUSLY, NOT BY CHOICE; AND FOR THIS REASON, THEY WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND THIS FACT, THAT GOOD IS A COMELY THING, NOR WOULD THEY TAKE PLEASURE IN IT. FOR HOW CAN THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT OF GOOD ENJOY IT? OR WHAT CREDIT IS IT TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT AIMED AT IT? AND WHAT CROWN IS IT TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT FOLLOWED IN PURSUIT OF IT, LIKE THOSE VICTORIOUS IN THE CONTEST? 
7. ON THIS ACCOUNT, TOO, DID THE LORD ASSERT THAT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN WAS THE PORTION OF "THE VIOLENT;" AND HE SAYS, "THE VIOLENT TAKE IT BY FORCE;"(6) THAT IS, THOSE WHO BY STRENGTH AND EARNEST STRIVING AXE ON THE WATCH TO SNATCH IT AWAY ON THE MOMENT. ON THIS ACCOUNT ALSO PAUL THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE CORINTHIANS, "KNOW YE NOT, THAT THEY WHO RUN IN A RACECOURSE, DO ALL INDEED RUN, BUT ONE RECEIVETH THE PRIZE? SO RUN, THAT YE MAY OBTAIN. EVERY ONE ALSO WHO ENGAGES IN THE CONTEST IS TEMPERATE IN ALL THINGS: NOW THESE MEN IDA IT] THAT THEY MAY OBTAIN A CORRUPTIBLE CROWN, BUT WE AN INCORRUPTIBLE. BUT I SO RUN, NOT AS UNCERTAINTY; I FIGHT, NOT AS ONE BEATING THE AIR; BUT I MAKE MY BODY LIVID, AND BRING IT INTO SUBJECTION, LEST BY ANY MEANS, WHEN PREACHING TO OTHERS, I MAY MYSELF BE RENDERED A CASTAWAY."(7) THIS ABLE WRESTLER, THEREFORE, EXHORTS US TO THE STRUGGLE FOR IMMORTALITY, THAT WE MAY BE CROWNED, AND MAY DEEM THE CROWN PRECIOUS, NAMELY, THAT WHICH IS ACQUIRED BY OUR STRUGGLE, BUT WHICH DOES NOT ENCIRCLE US OF ITS OWN ACCORD (SED NON ULTRO COALITAM). AND THE HARDER WE STRIVE, SO MUCH IS IT THE MORE VALUABLE; WHILE SO MUCH THE MORE VALUABLE IT IS, SO MUCH THE MORE SHOULD WE ESTEEM IT. AND INDEED, THOSE THINGS AXE NOT ESTEEMED SO HIGHLY WHICH COME SPONTANEOUSLY, AS THOSE WHICH ARE REACHED BY MUCH ANXIOUS CARE. SINCE, THEN, THIS POWER HAS BEEN CONFERRED UPON US, BOTH THE LORD HAS TAUGHT AND THE APOSTLE HAS ENJOINED US THE MORE TO LOVE GOD, THAT WE MAY REACH THIS [PRIZE] FOR OURSELVES BY STRIVING AFTER IT. FOR OTHERWISE, NO DOUBT, THIS OUR GOOD WOULD BE [VIRTUALLY] IRRATIONAL, BECAUSE NOT THE RESULT OF TRIAL. MOREOVER, THE FACULTY OF SEEING WOULD NOT APPEAR TO BE SO DESIRABLE, UNLESS WE HAD KNOWN WHAT A LOSS IT WAS TO BE DEVOID OF SIGHT; AND HEALTH, TOO, IS RENDERED ALL THE MORE ESTIMABLE BY AN ACQUAINTANCE WITH DISEASE; LIGHT, ALSO, BY CONTRASTING IT WITH DARKNESS; AND LIFE WITH DEATH. JUST IN THE SAME WAY IS THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM HONORABLE TO THOSE WHO HAVE KNOWN THE EARTHLY ONE. BUT IN PROPORTION AS IT IS MORE HONORABLE, SO MUCH THE MORE DO WE PRIZE IT; AND IF WE HAVE PRIZED IT MORE, WE SHALL BE THE MORE GLORIOUS IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD. THE LORD HAS THEREFORE ENDURED ALL THESE THINGS ON OUR BEHALF, IN ORDER THAT WE, HAVING BEEN INSTRUCTED BY MEANS OF THEM ALL, MAY BE IN ALL RESPECTS CIRCUMSPECT FOR THE TIME TO COME, AND THAT, HAVING BEEN RATIONALLY TAUGHT TO LOVE GOD, WE MAY CONTINUE IN HIS PERFECT LOVE: FOR GOD HAS DISPLAYED LONG-SUFFERING IN THE CASE OF MAN'S APOSTASY; WHILE MAN HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED BY MEANS OF IT, AS ALSO THE PROPHET SAYS, "THINE OWN APOSTASY SHALL HEAL THEE;"(8) GOD THUS DETERMINING ALL THINGS BEFOREHAND FOR THE BRINGING OF MAN TO PERFECTION, FOR HIS EDIFICATION, AND FOR THE REVELATION OF HIS DISPENSATIONS, THAT GOODNESS MAY BOTH BE MADE APPARENT, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS PERFECTED, AND THAT THE CHURCH MAY BE FASHIONED AFTER THE IMAGE OF HIS SON, AND THAT MAN MAY FINALLY BE BROUGHT TO MATURITY AT SOME FUTURE TIME, BECOMING RIPE THROUGH SUCH PRIVILEGES TO SEE AND COMPREHEND GOD.(1) 
CHAP. XXXVIII.--WHY MAN WAS NOT MADE PERFECT FROM THE BEGINNING. 
1. IF, HOWEVER, ANY ONE SAYS, "WHAT THEN? COULD NOT GOD HAVE EXHIBITED MAN AS PERFECT FROM BEGINNING?" LET HIM KNOW THAT, INASMUCH AS GOD IS INDEED ALWAYS THE SAME AND UNBEGOTTEN AS RESPECTS HIMSELF, ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE TO HIM. BUT CREATED THINGS MUST BE INFERIOR TO HIM WHO CREATED THEM, FROM THE VERY FACT OF THEIR LATER ORIGIN; FOR IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THINGS RECENTLY CREATED TO HAVE BEEN UNCREATED. BUT INASMUCH AS THEY ARE NOT UNCREATED, FOR THIS VERY REASON DO THEY COME SHORT OF THE PERFECT. BECAUSE, AS THESE THINGS ARE OF LATER DATE, SO ARE THEY INFANTILE; SO ARE THEY UNACCUSTOMED TO, AND UNEXERCISED IN, PERFECT DISCIPLINE. FOR AS IT CERTAINLY IS IN THE POWER OF A MOTHER TO GIVE STRONG FOOD TO HER INFANT, [BUT SHE DOES NOT DO SO], AS THE CHILD IS NOT YET ABLE TO RECEIVE MORE SUBSTANTIAL NOURISHMENT; SO ALSO, IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR GOD HIMSELF TO HAVE MADE MAN PERFECT FROM THE FIRST, BUT MAN COULD NOT RECEIVE THIS [PERFECTION], BEING AS YET AN INFANT. AND FOR THIS CAUSE OUR LORD IN THESE LAST TIMES, WHEN HE HAD SUMMED UP ALL THINGS INTO HIMSELF, CAME TO US, NOT AS HE MIGHT HAVE COME, BUT AS WE WERE CAPABLE OF BEHOLDING HIM. HE MIGHT EASILY HAVE COME TO US IN HIS IMMORTAL GLORY, BUT IN THAT CASE,  WE COULD NEVER HAVE ENDURED THE GREATNESS OF THE GLORY; AND THEREFORE IT WAS THAT HE, WHO WAS THE PERFECT BREAD OF THE FATHER, OFFERED HIMSELF TO US AS MILK, [BECAUSE WE WERE] AS INFANTS. HE DID THIS WHEN HE APPEARED AS A MAN, THAT WE, BEING NOURISHED, AS IT WERE, FROM THE BREAST OF HIS FLESH, AND HAVING, BY SUCH A COURSE OF MILK NOURISHMENT, BECOME ACCUSTOMED TO EAT AND DRINK THE WORD OF GOD, MAY BE ABLE ALSO TO CONTAIN IN OURSELVES THE BREAD OF IMMORTALITY, WHICH IS THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER. 
2. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT DOES PAUL DECLARE TO THE CORINTHIANS, "I HAVE FED YOU WITH MILK, NOT WITH MEAT, FOR HITHERTO YE WERE NOT ABLE TO BEAR IT."(2) THAT IS, YE HAVE INDEED LEARNED THE ADVENT OF OUR LORD AS A MAN; NEVERTHELESS, BECAUSE OF YOUR INFIRMITY, THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER HAS NOT AS YET RESTED UPON YOU. "FOR WHEN ENVYING AND STRIFE," HE SAYS, "AND DISSENSIONS ARE AMONG YOU, ARE YE NOT CARNAL, AND WALK AS MEN?"(3) THAT IS, THAT THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER WAS NOT YET WITH THEM, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR IMPERFECTION AND SHORTCOMINGS OF THEIR WALK-IN LIFE. AS, THEREFORE, THE APOSTLE HAD THE POWER TO GIVE THEM STRONG MEAT--FOR THOSE UPON WHOM THE APOSTLES LAID HANDS RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO IS THE FOOD OF LIFE [ETERNAL]--BUT THEY WERE NOT CAPABLE OF RECEIVING IT, BECAUSE THEY HAD THE SENTIENT FACULTIES OF THE SOUL STILL FEEBLE AND UNDISCIPLINED IN THE PRACTICE OF THINGS PERTAINING TO GOD; SO, IN LIKE MANNER, GOD HAD POWER AT THE BEGINNING TO GRANT PERFECTION TO MAN; BUT AS THE LATTER WAS ONLY RECENTLY CREATED, HE COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE RECEIVED IT, OR EVEN IF HE HAD RECEIVED IT, COULD HE HAVE CONTAINED IT, OR CONTAINING IT, COULD HE HAVE RETAINED IT. IT WAS FOR THIS REASON THAT THE SON OF GOD, ALTHOUGH HE WAS PERFECT, PASSED THROUGH THE STATE OF INFANCY IN COMMON WITH THE REST OF MANKIND, PARTAKING OF IT THUS NOT FOR HIS OWN BENEFIT, BUT FOR THAT OF THE INFANTILE STAGE OF MAN'S EXISTENCE, IN ORDER THAT MAN MIGHT BE ABLE TO RECEIVE HIM. THERE WAS NOTHING, THEREFORE, IMPOSSIBLE TO AND DEFICIENT IN GOD, [IMPLIED IN THE FACT] THAT MAN WAS NOT AN UNCREATED BEING; BUT THIS MERELY APPLIED TO HIM WHO WAS LATELY CREATED, [NAMELY] MAN. 
3. WITH GOD THERE ARE SIMULTANEOUSLY EXHIBITED POWER, WISDOM, AND GOODNESS. HIS POWER AND GOODNESS [APPEAR] IN THIS, THAT OF HIS OWN WILL HE CALLED INTO BEING AND FASHIONED THINGS HAVING NO PREVIOUS EXISTENCE; HIS WISDOM [IS SHOWN] IN HIS HAVING MADE CREATED THINGS PARTS OF ONE HARMONIOUS AND CONSISTENT WHOLE; AND THOSE THINGS WHICH, THROUGH HIS SUPER-EMINENT KINDNESS, RECEIVE GROWTH AND A LONG PERIOD OF EXISTENCE, DO REFLECT THE GLORY OF THE UNCREATED ONE, OF THAT GOD WHO BESTOWS WHAT IS GOOD UNGRUDGINGLY. FOR FROM THE VERY FACT OF THESE THINGS HAVING BEEN CREATED, [IT FOLLOWS] THAT THEY ARE NOT UNCREATED; BUT BY THEIR CONTINUING IN BEING THROUGHOUT A LONG COURSE OF AGES, THEY SHALL RECEIVE A FACULTY OF THE UNCREATED, THROUGH THE GRATUITOUS BESTOWAL OF ETERNAL EXISTENCE UPON THEM BY GOD. AND THUS, IN ALL THINGS GOD HAS THE PRE-EMINENCE, WHO ALONE IS UNCREATED, THE FIRST OF ALL THINGS, AND THE PRIMARY CAUSE OF THE EXISTENCE OF ALL, WHILE ALL OTHER THINGS REMAIN UNDER GOD'S SUBJECTION. BUT BEING IN SUBJECTION TO GOD IS CONTINUANCE IN IMMORTALITY, AND IMMORTALITY IS THE GLORY OF THE UNCREATED ONE. BY THIS ARRANGEMENT, THEREFORE, AND THESE HARMONIES, AND A SEQUENCE OF THIS NATURE, MAN, A CREATED AND ORGANIZED BEING, IS RENDERED AFTER THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF THE UNCREATED GOD, -THE FATHER PLANNING EVERYTHING WELL AND GIVING HIS COMMANDS, THE SON CARRYING THESE INTO EXECUTION AND PERFORMING THE WORK OF CREATING, AND THE SPIRIT NOURISHING AND INCREASING [WHAT IS MADE], BUT MAN MAKING PROGRESS DAY BY DAY, AND ASCENDING TOWARDS THE PERFECT, THAT IS, APPROXIMATING TO THE UNCREATED ONE. FOR THE UNCREATED IS PERFECT, THAT IS, GOD. NOW IT WAS NECESSARY THAT MAN SHOULD IN THE FIRST INSTANCE BE CREATED; AND HAVING BEEN CREATED, SHOULD RECEIVE GROWTH; AND HAVING RECEIVED GROWTH, SHOULD BE STRENGTHENED; AND HAVING BEEN STRENGTHENED, SHOULD ABOUND; AND HAVING ABOUNDED, SHOULD RECOVER [FROM THE DISEASE OF SIN]; AND HAVING RECOVERED, SHOULD BE GLORIFIED; AND BEING GLORIFIED, SHOULD SEE HIS LORD. FOR GOD IS HE WHO IS YET TO BE SEEN, AND THE BEHOLDING OF GOD IS PRODUCTIVE OF IMMORTALITY, BUT IMMORTALITY RENDERS ONE NIGH UNTO GOD. 
4. IRRATIONAL, THEREFORE, IN EVERY RESPECT, ARE THEY WHO AWAIT NOT THE TIME OF INCREASE, BUT ASCRIBE TO GOD THE INFIRMITY OF THEIR NATURE. SUCH PERSONS KNOW NEITHER GOD NOR THEMSELVES, BEING INSATIABLE AND UNGRATEFUL, UNWILLING TO BE AT THE OUTSET WHAT THEY HAVE ALSO BEEN CREATED--MEN SUBJECT TO PASSIONS; BUT GO BEYOND THE LAW OF THE HUMAN RACE, AND BEFORE THAT THEY BECOME MEN, THEY WISH TO BE EVEN NOW LIKE GOD THEIR CREATOR, AND THEY WHO ARE MORE DESTITUTE OF REASON THAN DUMB ANIMALS [INSIST] THAT THERE IS NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE UNCREATED GOD AND MAN, A CREATURE OF TO-DAY. FOR THESE, [THE DUMB ANIMALS], BRING NO CHARGE AGAINST GOD FOR NOT HAVING MADE THEM MEN; BUT EACH ONE, JUST AS HE HAS BEEN CREATED, GIVES THANKS THAT HE HAS BEEN CREATED. FOR WE CAST BLAME UPON HIM, BECAUSE WE HAVE NOT BEEN MADE GODS FROM THE BEGINNING, BUT AT FIRST MERELY MEN, THEN AT LENGTH GODS; ALTHOUGH GOD HAS ADOPTED THIS COURSE OUT OF HIS PURE BENEVOLENCE, THAT NO ONE MAY IMPUTE TO HIM INVIDIOUSNESS OR GRUDGINGNESS. HE DECLARES, "I HAVE SAID, YE ARE GODS; AND YE ARE ALL SONS OF THE HIGHEST."(1) BUT SINCE WE COULD NOT SUSTAIN THE POWER OF DIVINITY, HE ADDS, "BUT YE SHALL DIE LIKE MEN," SETTING FORTH BOTH TRUTHS--THE KINDNESS OF HIS FREE GIFT, AND OUR WEAKNESS, AND ALSO THAT WE WERE POSSESSED OF POWER OVER OURSELVES. FOR AFTER HIS GREAT KINDNESS HE GRACIOUSLY CONFERRED GOOD [UPON US], AND MADE MEN LIKE TO HIMSELF, [THAT IS] IN THEIR OWN POWER; WHILE AT THE SAME TIME BY HIS PRESCIENCE HE KNEW THE INFIRMITY OF HUMAN BEINGS, AND THE CONSEQUENCES WHICH WOULD FLOW FROM IT; BUT THROUGH [HIS] LOVE AND [HIS] POWER, HE SHALL OVERCOME THE SUBSTANCE OF CREATED NATURE.(2) FOR IT WAS NECESSARY, AT FIRST, THAT NATURE SHOULD BE EXHIBITED; THEN, AFTER THAT, THAT WHAT WAS MORTAL SHOULD BE CONQUERED AND SWALLOWED UP BY IMMORTALITY, AND THE CORRUPTIBLE BY INCORRUPTIBILITY, AND THAT MAN SHOULD BE MADE AFTER THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD, HAVING RECEIVED THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. 
CHAP. XXXIX.--MAN IS ENDOWED WITH THE FACULTY OF DISTINGUISHING GOOD AND EVIL; SO THAT, WITHOUT COMPULSION, HE HAS THE POWER, BY HIS OWN WILL AND CHOICE, TO PERFORM GOD'S COMMANDMENTS, BY DOING WHICH HE AVOIDS THE EVILS PREPARED FOR THE REBELLIOUS. 
1. MAN HAS RECEIVED THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. IT IS GOOD TO OBEY GOD, AND TO BELIEVE IN HIM, AND TO KEEP HIS COMMANDMENT, AND THIS IS THE LIFE OF MAN; AS NOT TO OBEY GOD IS EVIL, AND THIS IS HIS DEATH. SINCE GOD, THEREFORE, GAVE [TO MAN] SUCH MENTAL POWER (MAGNANIMITATEM) MAN KNEW BOTH THE GOOD OF OBEDIENCE AND THE EVIL OF DISOBEDIENCE, THAT THE EYE OF THE MIND, RECEIVING EXPERIENCE OF BOTH, MAY WITH JUDGMENT MAKE CHOICE OF THE BETTER THINGS; AND THAT HE MAY NEVER BECOME INDOLENT OR NEGLECTFUL OF GOD'S COMMAND; AND LEARNING BY EXPERIENCE THAT IT IS AN EVIL THING WHICH DEPRIVES HIM OF LIFE, THAT IS, DISOBEDIENCE TO GOD, MAY NEVER ATTEMPT IT AT ALL, BUT THAT, KNOWING THAT WHAT PRESERVES HIS LIFE, NAMELY, OBEDIENCE TO GOD, IS GOOD, HE MAY DILIGENTLY KEEP IT WITH ALL EARNESTNESS. WHEREFORE HE HAS ALSO HAD A TWOFOLD EXPERIENCE, POSSESSING KNOWLEDGE OF BOTH KINDS, THAT WITH DISCIPLINE HE MAY MAKE CHOICE OF THE BETTER THINGS. BUT HOW, IF HE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF THE CONTRARY, COULD HE HAVE HAD INSTRUCTION IN THAT WHICH IS GOOD? FOR THERE IS THUS A SURER AND AN UNDOUBTED COMPREHENSION OF MATTERS SUBMITTED TO US THAN THE MERE SURMISE ARISING FROM AN OPINION REGARDING THEM. FOR JUST AS THE TONGUE RECEIVES EXPERIENCE OF SWEET AND BITTER BY MEANS OF TASTING, AND THE EYE DISCRIMINATES BETWEEN BLACK AND WHITE BY MEANS OF VISION, AND THE EAR RECOGNIZES THE DISTINCTIONS OF SOUNDS BY HEARING; SO ALSO DOES THE MIND, RECEIVING THROUGH THE EXPERIENCE OF BOTH THE KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT IS GOOD, BECOME MORE TENACIOUS OF ITS PRESERVATION, BY ACTING IN OBEDIENCE TO GOD: IN THE FIRST PLACE, CASTING AWAY, BY MEANS OF REPENTANCE, DISOBEDIENCE, AS BEING SOMETHING DISAGREEABLE AND NAUSEOUS; AND AFTERWARDS COMING TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IT REALLY IS, THAT IT IS CONTRARY TO GOODNESS AND SWEETNESS, SO THAT THE MIND MAY NEVER EVEN ATTEMPT TO TASTE DISOBEDIENCE TO GOD. BUT IF ANY ONE DOES SHUN THE KNOWLEDGE OF BOTH THESE KINDS OF THINGS, AND THE TWOFOLD PERCEPTION OF KNOWLEDGE, HE UNAWARES DIVESTS HIMSELF OF THE CHARACTER OF A HUMAN BEING. 
2. HOW, THEN, SHALL HE BE A GOD, WHO HAS NOT AS YET BEEN MADE A MAN? OR HOW CAN HE BE PERFECT WHO WAS BUT LATELY CREATED? HOW, AGAIN, CAN HE BE IMMORTAL, WHO IN HIS MORTAL NATURE DID NOT OBEY HIS MAKER? FOR IT MUST BE THAT THOU, AT THE OUTSET, SHOULDEST HOLD THE RANK OF A MAN, AND THEN AFTERWARDS PARTAKE OF THE GLORY OF GOD. FOR THOU DOST NOT MAKE GOD, BUT GOD THEE. IF, THEN, THOU ART GOD'S WORKMANSHIP, AWAIT THE HAND OF THY MAKER WHICH CREATES EVERYTHING IN DUE TIME; IN DUE TIME AS FAR AS THOU ART CONCERNED, WHOSE CREATION IS BEING CARRIED OUT.(1) OFFER TO HIM THY HEART IN A SOFT AND TRACTABLE STATE, AND PRESERVE THE FORM IN WHICH THE CREATOR HAS FASHIONED THEE, HAVING MOISTURE IN THYSELF, LEST, BY BECOMING HARDENED, THOU LOSE THE IMPRESSIONS OF HIS FINGERS. BUT BY PRESERVING THE FRAMEWORK THOU SHALT ASCEND TO THAT WHICH IS PERFECT, FOR THE MOIST CLAY WHICH IS IN THEE IS HIDDEN [THERE] BY THE WORKMANSHIP OF GOD. HIS HAND FASHIONED THY SUBSTANCE; HE WILL COVER THEE OVER [TOO] WITHIN AND WITHOUT WITH PURE GOLD AND SILVER, AND HE WILL ADORN THEE TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT EVEN "THE KING HIMSELF SHALL HAVE PLEASURE IN THY BEAUTY."(2) BUT IF THOU, BEING OBSTINATELY HARDENED, DOST REJECT THE OPERATION OF HIS SKILL, AND SHOW THYSELF UNGRATEFUL TOWARDS HIM, BECAUSE THOU WEFT CREATED A [MERE] MAN, BY BECOMING THUS UNGRATEFUL TO GOD, THOU HAST AT ONCE LOST BOTH HIS WORKMANSHIP AND LIFE. FOR CREATION IS AN ATTRIBUTE OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD BUT TO BE CREATED IS THAT OF HUMAN NATURE. IF THEN, THOU SHALT DELIVER UP TO HIM WHAT IS THINE THAT IS, FAITH TOWARDS HIM AND SUBJECTION, THOU SHALT RECEIVE HIS HANDIWORK, AND SHALL BE A PERFECT WORK OF GOD. 
3. IF, HOWEVER, THOU WILT NOT BELIEVE IN HIM, AND WILT FLEE FROM HIS HANDS, THE CAUSE OF IMPERFECTION SHALL BE IN THEE WHO DIDST NOT OBEY, BUT NOT IN HIM WHO CALLED [THEE]. FOR HE COMMISSIONED [MESSENGERS] TO CALL PEOPLE TO THE MARRIAGE, BUT THEY WHO DID NOT OBEY HIM DEPRIVED THEMSELVES OF THE ROYAL SUPPER.(3) THE SKILL OF GOD, THEREFORE, IS NOT DEFECTIVE, FOR HE HAS POWER OF THE STONES TO RAISE UP CHILDREN TO ABRAHAM;(4) BUT THE MAN WHO DOES NOT OBTAIN IT IS THE CAUSE TO HIMSELF OF HIS OWN IMPERFECTION. NOR, [IN LIKE MANNER], DOES THE LIGHT FAIL BECAUSE OF THOSE WHO HAVE BLINDED THEMSELVES; BUT WHILE IT REMAINS THE SAME AS EVER, THOSE WHO ARE [THUS] BLINDED ARE INVOLVED IN DARKNESS THROUGH. THEIR OWN FAULT. THE LIGHT DOES NEVER ENSLAVE ANY ONE BY NECESSITY; NOR, AGAIN, DOES GOD EXERCISE COMPULSION UPON ANY ONE UNWILLING TO ACCEPT THE EXERCISE OF HIS SKILL. THOSE PERSONS, THEREFORE, WHO HAVE APOSTATIZED FROM THE LIGHT GIVEN BY THE FATHER, AND TRANSGRESSED THE LAW OF LIBERTY, HAVE DONE SO THROUGH THEIR OWN FAULT, SINCE THEY HAVE BEEN CREATED FREE AGENTS, AND POSSESSED OF POWER OVER THEMSELVES. 
4. BUT GOD, FOREKNOWING ALL THINGS, PREPARED FIT HABITATIONS FOR BOTH, KINDLY CONFERRING THAT LIGHT WHICH THEY DESIRE ON THOSE WHO SEEK AFTER THE LIGHT OF INCORRUPTION, AND RESORT TO IT; BUT FOR THE DESPISERS AND MOCKERS WHO AVOID AND TURN THEMSELVES AWAY FROM THIS LIGHT, AND WHO DO, AS IT WERE, BLIND THEMSELVES, HE HAS PREPARED DARKNESS SUITABLE TO PERSONS WHO OPPOSE THE LIGHT, AND HE HAS INFLICTED AN APPROPRIATE PUNISHMENT UPON THOSE WHO TRY TO AVOID BEING SUBJECT TO HIM. SUBMISSION TO GOD IS ETERNAL REST, SO THAT THEY WHO SHUN THE LIGHT HAVE A PLACE WORTHY OF THEIR FLIGHT; AND THOSE WHO FLY FROM ETERNAL REST, HAVE A HABITATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR FLEEING. NOW, SINCE ALL GOOD THINGS ARE WITH GOD, THEY WHO BY THEIR OWN DETERMINATION FLY FROM GOD, DO DEFRAUD THEMSELVES OF ALL GOOD THINGS; AND HAVING BEEN [THUS] DEFRAUDED OF ALL GOOD THINGS WITH RESPECT TO GOD, THEY SHALL CONSEQUENTLY FALL UNDER THE JUST JUDGMENT OF GOD. FOR THOSE PERSONS WHO SHUN REST SHALL JUSTLY INCUR PUNISHMENT, AND THOSE WHO AVOID THE LIGHT SHALL JUSTLY DWELL IN DARKNESS. FOR AS IN THE CASE OF THIS TEMPORAL LIGHT, THOSE WHO SHUN IT DO DELIVER THEMSELVES OVER TO DARKNESS, SO THAT THEY DO THEMSELVES BECOME THE CAUSE TO THEMSELVES THAT THEY ARE DESTITUTE OF LIGHT, AND DO INHABIT DARKNESS; AND, AS I HAVE ALREADY OBSERVED, THE LIGHT IS NOT THE CAUSE OF SUCH AN [UNHAPPY.] CONDITION OF EXISTENCE TO THEM; SO THOSE WHO FLY FROM THE ETERNAL LIGHT OF GOD, WHICH CONTAINS IN ITSELF ALL GOOD THINGS, ARE THEMSELVES THE CAUSE TO THEMSELVES OF THEIR INHABITING ETERNAL DARKNESS, DESTITUTE OF ALL GOOD THINGS, HAVING BECOME TO THEMSELVES THE CAUSE OF [THEIR CONSIGNMENT TO] AN ABODE OF THAT 
CHAP. XL.--ONE AND THE SAME GOD THE FATHER INFLICTS PUNISHMENT ON THE REPROBATE, AND BESTOWS REWARDS ON THE ELECT. 
1. IT IS THEREFORE ONE AND THE SAME GOD THE FATHER WHO HAS PREPARED GOOD THINGS WITH HIMSELF FOR THOSE WHO DESIRE HIS FELLOWSHIP, AND WHO REMAIN IN SUBJECTION TO HIM; AND WHO HAS THE ETERNAL FIRE FOR THE RINGLEADER OF THE APOSTASY, THE DEVIL, AND THOSE WHO REVOLTED WITH HIM, INTO WHICH [FIRE] THE LORD(5) HAS DECLARED THOSE MEN SHALL BE SENT WHO HAVE BEEN SET APART BY THEMSELVES ON HIS LEFT HAND. AND THIS IS WHAT HAS BEEN SPOKEN BY THE PROPHET, "I AM A JEALOUS GOD, MAKING PEACE, AND CREATING EVIL THINGS;"(6) THUS MAKING PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP WITH THOSE WHO REPENT AND TURN TO HIM, AND BRINGING [THEM TO] UNITY, BUT PREPARING FOR THE IMPENITENT, THOSE WHO SHUN THE LIGHT, ETERNAL FIRE AND OUTER DARKNESS, WHICH ARE EVILS INDEED TO THOSE PERSONS WHO FALL INTO THEM. 
2. IF, HOWEVER, IT WAS TRULY ONE FATHER WHO CONFERS REST, AND ANOTHER GOD WHO HAS PREPARED THE FIRE, THEIR SONS WOULD HAVE BEEN EQUALLY DIFFERENT [ONE FROM THE OTHER]; ONE, INDEED, SENDING [MEN] INTO THE FATHER'S KINGDOM, BUT THE OTHER INTO ETERNAL FIRE. BUT INASMUCH AS ONE AND THE SAME LORD HAS POINTED OUT THAT THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE SHALL BE DIVIDED AT THE JUDGMENT, "AS A SHEPHERD DIVIDETH THE SHEEP FROM THE GOATS,"(1) AND THAT TO SOME HE WILL SAY, "COME, YE BLESSED OF MY FATHER, RECEIVE THE KINGDOM WHICH HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR YOU,"(2) BUT TO OTHERS, "DEPART FROM ME, YE CURSED, INTO EVERLASTING FIRE, WHICH MY FATHER HAS PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS,"(3) ONE AND THE SAME FATHER IS MANIFESTLY DECLARED [IN THIS PASSAGE], "MAKING PEACE AND CREATING EVIL THINGS," PREPARING FIT THINGS FOR BOTH; AS ALSO THERE IS ONE JUDGE SENDING BOTH INTO A FIT PLACE, AS THE LORD SETS FORTH IN THE PARABLE OF THE TARES AND THE WHEAT, WHERE HE SAYS, "AS THEREFORE THE TARES ARE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND BURNED IN THE FIRE, SO SHALL IT BE AT THE END OF THE WORLD. THE SON OF MAN SHALL SEND HIS ANGELS, AND THEY SHALL GATHER FROM HIS KINGDOM EVERYTHING THAT OFFENDETH, AND THOSE WHO WORK INIQUITY, AND SHALL SEND THEM INTO A FURNACE OF FIRE: THERE SHALL BE WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH. THEN SHALL THE JUST SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN IN THE KINGDOM OF THEIR FATHER."(4) THE FATHER, THEREFORE, WHO HAS PREPARED THE KINGDOM FOR THE RIGHTEOUS, INTO WHICH THE SON HAS RECEIVED THOSE WORTHY OF IT, IS HE WHO HAS ALSO PREPARED THE FURNACE OF FIRE, INTO WHICH THESE ANGELS COMMISSIONED BY THE SON OF MAN SHALL SEND THOSE PERSONS WHO DESERVE IT, ACCORDING TO GOD'S COMMAND. 
3. THE LORD, INDEED, SOWED GOOD SEED IN HIS OWN FIELD;(5) AND HE SAYS, "THE FIELD IS THE WORLD." BUT WHILE MEN SLEPT, THE ENEMY CAME, AND "SOWED TARES IN THE MIDST OF THE WHEAT, AND WENT HIS WAY."(6) HENCE WE LEARN THAT THIS WAS THE APOSTATE ANGEL AND THE ENEMY, BECAUSE HE WAS ENVIOUS OF GOD'S WORKMANSHIP, AND TOOK IN HAND TO RENDER THIS [WORKMANSHIP] AN ENMITY WITH GOD. FOR THIS CAUSE ALSO GOD HAS BANISHED FROM HIS PRESENCE HIM WHO DID OF HIS OWN ACCORD STEALTHILY SOW THE TARES, THAT IS, HIM WHO BROUGHT ABOUT THE TRANSGRESSION;(7) BUT HE TOOK COMPASSION UPON MAN, WHO, THROUGH WANT OF CARE NO DOUBT, BUT STILL WICKEDLY [ON THE PART OF ANOTHER], BECAME INVOLVED IN DISOBEDIENCE; AND HE TURNED THE ENMITY BY WHICH [THE DEVIL] HAD DESIGNED TO MAKE [MAN] THE ENEMY OF GOD, AGAINST THE AUTHOR OF IT, BY REMOVING HIS OWN ANGER FROM MAN, TURNING IT IN ANOTHER DIRECTION, AND SENDING IT INSTEAD UPON THE SERPENT. AS ALSO THE SCRIPTURE TELLS US THAT GOD SAID TO THE SERPENT, "AND I WILL PLACE ENMITY BETWEEN THEE AND THE WOMAN, AND BETWEEN THY SEED AND HER SEED. HE(8) SHALL BRUISE THY HEAD, AND THOU SHALL BRUISE HIS HEEL."(9) AND THE LORD SUMMED UP IN HIMSELF THIS ENMITY, WHEN HE WAS MADE MAN FROM A WOMAN, AND TROD UPON HIS [THE SERPENT'S] HEAD, AS I HAVE POINTED OUT IN THE PRECEDING BOOK. 
CHAP. XLI.--THOSE PERSONS WHO DO NOR BELIEVE IN GOD, BUT WHO ARE DISOBEDIENT, ARE ANGELS AND SONS OF THE DEVIL, NOT INDEED BY NATURE, BUT BY IMITATION. CLOSE OF THIS BOOK, AND SCOPE OF THE SUCCEEDING ONE. 
1. INASMUCH AS THE LORD HAS SAID THAT THERE ARE CERTAIN ANGELS, [VIZ. THOSE] OF THE DEVIL, FOR WHOM ETERNAL FIRE IS PREPARED; AND AS, AGAIN, HE DECLARES WITH REGARD TO THE TARES, "THE TARES ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE WICKED ONE,"(10) IT MUST BE AFFIRMED THAT HE HAS ASCRIBED ALL WHO ARE OF THE APOSTASY TO HIM WHO IS THE RINGLEADER OF THIS TRANSGRESSION. BUT HE MADE NEITHER ANGELS NOR MEN SO BY NATURE. FOR WE DO NOT FIND THAT THE DEVIL CREATED ANYTHING WHATSOEVER, SINCE INDEED HE IS HIMSELF A CREATURE OF GOD, LIKE THE OTHER ANGELS. FOR GOD MADE ALL THINGS, AS ALSO DAVID SAYS WITH REGARD TO ALL THINGS OF THE KIND: "FOR HE SPOKE THE WORD, AND THEY WERE MADE; HE COMMANDED, AND THEY WERE CREATED."(11) 
2. SINCE, THEREFORE, ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY GOD, AND SINCE THE DEVIL HAS BECOME THE CAUSE OF APOSTASY TO HIMSELF AND OTHERS, JUSTLY DOES THE SCRIPTURE ALWAYS TERM THOSE WHO REMAIN IN A STATE OF APOSTASY "SONS OF THE DEVIL" AND "ANGELS OF THE WICKED ONE" (MALIGNIN). FOR [THE WORD] "SON," AS ONE BEFORE ME HAS OBSERVED, HAS A TWOFOLD MEANING: ONE [IS A SON] IN THE ORDER OF NATURE, BECAUSE HE WAS BORN A SON; THE OTHER, IN THAT HE WAS MADE SO, IS REPUTED A SON, ALTHOUGH THERE BE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BEING BORN SO AND BEING MADE SO. FOR THE FIRST IS INDEED BORN FROM THE PERSON REFERRED TO; BUT THE SECOND IS MADE SO BY HIM, WHETHER AS RESPECTS HIS CREATION OR BY THE TEACHING OF HIS DOCTRINE. FOR WHEN ANY PERSON HAS BEEN TAUGHT FROM THE MOUTH OF ANOTHER, HE IS TERMED THE SON OF HIM WHO INSTRUCTS HIM, AND THE LATTER [IS CALLED] HIS FATHER. ACCORDING TO NATURE, THEN -THAT IS, ACCORDING TO CREATION, SO TO SPEAK--WE ARE ALL SONS OF GOD, BECAUSE WE HAVE ALL BEEN CREATED BY GOD. BUT WITH RESPECT TO OBEDIENCE AND DOCTRINE WE ARE NOT ALL THE SONS OF GOD: THOSE ONLY ARE SO WHO BELIEVE IN HIM AND DO HIS WILL. AND THOSE WHO DO NOT BELIEVE, AND DO NOT OBEY HIS WILL, ARE SONS AND ANGELS OF THE DEVIL, BECAUSE THEY DO THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL. AND THAT SUCH IS THE CASE HE HAS DECLARED IN ISAIAH: "I HAVE BEGOTTEN AND BROUGHT UP CHILDREN, BUT THEY HAVE REBELLED AGAINST ME."(1) AND AGAIN, WHERE HE SAYS THAT THESE CHILDREN ARE ALIENS: "STRANGE CHILDREN HAVE LIED UNTO ME."(2) ACCORDING TO NATURE, THEN, THEY ARE [HIS] CHILDREN, BECAUSE THEY HAVE BEEN SO CREATED; BUT WITH REGARD TO THEIR WORKS, THEY ARE NOT HIS CHILDREN. 
3. FOR AS, AMONG MEN, THOSE SONS WHO DISOBEY THEIR FATHERS, BEING DISINHERITED, ARE STILL THEIR SONS IN THE COURSE OF NATURE, BUT BY LAW ARE DISINHERITED, FOR THEY DO NOT BECOME THE HEIRS OF THEIR NATURAL PARENTS; SO, IN THE SAME WAY IS IT WITH GOD, THOSE WHO DO NOT OBEY HIM BEING DISINHERITED BY HIM, HAVE CEASED TO BE HIS SONS. WHEREFORE THEY CANNOT RECEIVE HIS INHERITANCE: AS DAVID SAYS, "SINNERS ARE ALIENATED FROM THE WOMB; THEIR ANGER IS AFTER THE LIKENESS OF A SERPENT."(3) AND THEREFORE DID THE LORD TERM THOSE WHOM HE KNEW TO BE THE OFFSPRING OF MEN "A GENERATION OF VIPERS;"(4) BECAUSE AFTER THE MANNER OF THESE ANIMALS THEY GO ABOUT IN SUBTILTY, AND INJURE OTHERS. FOR HE SAID, "BEWARE OF THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES AND OF THE SADDUCEES."(5) SPEAKING OF HEROD, TOO, HE SAYS, "GO YE AND TELL THAT FOX,"(6) AIMING AT HIS WICKED CUNNING AND DECEIT. WHEREFORE THE PROPHET DAVID SAYS, "MAN, BEING PLACED IN HONOUR, IS MADE LIKE UNTO CATTLE."(7) AND AGAIN JEREMIAH SAYS, "THEY ARE BECOME LIKE HORSES, FURIOUS ABOUT FEMALES; EACH ONE NEIGHED AFTER HIS NEIGHBOUR'S WIFE."(8) AND ISAIAH, WHEN PREACHING IN JUDEA, AND REASONING WITH ISRAEL, TERMED THEM "RULERS OF SODOM" AND "PEOPLE OF GOMORRAH;"(9) INTIMATING THAT THEY WERE LIKE THE SODOMITES IN WICKEDNESS, AND THAT THE SAME DESCRIPTION OF SINS WAS RIFE AMONG THEM, CALLING THEM BY THE SAME NAME, BECAUSE OF THE SIMILARITY OF THEIR CONDUCT. AND INASMUCH AS THEY WERE NOT BY NATURE SO CREATED BY GOD, BUT HAD POWER ALSO TO ACT RIGHTLY, THE SAME PERSON SAID TO THEM, GIVING THEM GOOD COUNSEL, "WASH YE, MAKE YOU CLEAN; TAKE AWAY INIQUITY FROM YOUR SOULS BEFORE MINE EYES; CEASE FROM YOUR INIQUITIES."(10) THUS, NO DOUBT, SINCE THEY HAD TRANSGRESSED AND SINNED IN THE SAME MANNER, SO DID THEY RECEIVE THE SAME REPROOF AS DID THE SODOMITES. BUT WHEN THEY SHOULD BE CONVERTED AND COME TO REPENTANCE, AND CEASE FROM EVIL, THEY SHOULD HAVE POWER TO BECOME THE SONS OF GOD, AND TO RECEIVE THE INHERITANCE OF IMMORTALITY WHICH IS GIVEN BY HIM. FOR THIS REASON, THEREFORE, HE HAS TERMED THOSE "ANGELS OF THE DEVIL," AND "CHILDREN OF THE WICKED ONE,"(11) WHO GIVE HEED TO THE DEVIL, AND DO HIS WORKS. BUT THESE ARE, AT THE SAME TIME, ALL CREATED BY THE ONE AND THE SAME GOD. WHEN, HOWEVER, THEY BELIEVE AND ARE SUBJECT TO GOD, AND GO ON AND KEEP HIS DOCTRINE, THEY ARE THE SONS OF GOD; BUT WHEN THEY HAVE APOSTATIZED AND FALLEN INTO TRANSGRESSION, THEY ARE ASCRIBED TO THEIR CHIEF, THE DEVIL--TO HIM WHO FIRST BECAME THE CAUSE OF APOSTASY TO HIMSELF, AND AFTERWARDS TO OTHERS. 
4. INASMUCH AS THE WORDS OF THE LORD ARE NUMEROUS, WHILE THEY ALL PROCLAIM ONE AND THE SAME FATHER, THE CREATOR OF THIS WORLD, IT WAS INCUMBENT ALSO UPON ME, FOR THEIR OWN SAKE, TO REFUTE BY MANY [ARGUMENTS] THOSE WHO ARE INVOLVED IN MANY ERRORS, IF BY ANY MEANS, WHEN THEY ARE CONFUTED BY MANY [PROOFS], THEY MAY BE CONVERTED TO THE TRUTH AND SAVED. BUT IT IS NECESSARY TO SUBJOIN TO THIS COMPOSITION, IN WHAT FOLLOWS, ALSO THE DOCTRINE OF PAUL AFTER THE WORDS OF THE LORD, TO EXAMINE THE OPINION OF THIS MAN, AND EXPOUND THE APOSTLE, AND TO EXPLAIN WHATSOEVER [PASSAGES] HAVE RECEIVED OTHER INTERPRETATIONS FROM THE HERETICS, WHO HAVE ALTOGETHER MISUNDERSTOOD WHAT PAUL HAS SPOKEN, AND TO POINT OUT THE FOLLY OF THEIR MAD OPINIONS; AND TO DEMONSTRATE FROM THAT SAME PAUL, FROM WHOSE [WRITINGS] THEY PRESS QUESTIONS UPON US, THAT THEY ARE INDEED UTTERERS OF FALSEHOOD, BUT THAT THE APOSTLE WAS A PREACHER OF THE TRUTH, AND THAT HE TAUGHT ALL THINGS AGREEABLE TO THE PREACHING OF THE TRUTH; [TO THE EFFECT THAT] IT WAS ONE GOD THE FATHER WHO SPOKE WITH ABRAHAM, WHO GAVE THE LAW, WHO SENT THE PROPHETS BEFOREHAND, WHO IN THE LAST TIMES SENT HIS SON, AND CONFERRED SALVATION UPON HIS OWN HANDIWORK--THAT IS, THE SUBSTANCE OF FLESH. ARRANGING, THEN, IN ANOTHER BOOK, THE REST OF THE WORDS OF THE LORD, WHICH HE TAUGHT CONCERNING THE FATHER NOT BY PARABLES, BUT BY EXPRESSIONS TAKEN IN THEIR OBVIOUS MEANING (SED SIMPLICITER IPSIS DICTIONIBUS), AND THE EXPOSITION OF THE EPISTLES OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE, I SHALL, WITH GOD'S AID, FURNISH THEE WITH THE COMPLETE WORK OF THE EXPOSURE AND REFUTATION OF KNOWLEDGE, FALSELY SO CALLED; THUS PRACTICING MYSELF AND THEE IN [THESE] FIVE BOOKS FOR PRESENTING OPPOSITION TO ALL HERETICS. 
IRENAEUS: AGAINST HERESIES
BOOK V.
IN THE FOUR PRECEDING BOOKS, MY VERY DEAR FRIEND, WHICH I PUT FORTH TO THEE, ALL THE HERETICS HAVE BEEN EXPOSED, AND THEIR DOCTRINES BROUGHT TO LIGHT, AND THESE MEN REFUTED WHO HAVE DEVISED IRRELIGIOUS OPINIONS. [I HAVE ACCOMPLISHED THIS BY ADDUCING] SOMETHING FROM THE DOCTRINE PECULIAR TO EACH OF THESE MEN, WHICH THEY HAVE LEFT IN THEIR WRITINGS, AS WELL AS BY USING ARGUMENTS OF A MORE GENERAL NATURE, AND APPLICABLE TO THEM ALL.(1) THEN I HAVE POINTED OUT THE TRUTH, AND SHOWN THE PREACHING OF THE CHURCH, WHICH THE PROPHETS PROCLAIMED (AS I HAVE ALREADY DEMONSTRATED), BUT WHICH CHRIST BROUGHT TO PERFECTION, AND THE APOSTLES HAVE HANDED DOWN, FROM WHOM THE CHURCH, RECEIVING [THESE TRUTHS], AND THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD ALONE PRESERVING THEM IN THEIR INTEGRITY (BENE), HAS TRANSMITTED THEM TO HER SONS. THEN ALSO--HAVING DISPOSED OF ALL QUESTIONS WHICH THE HERETICS PROPOSE TO US, AND HAVING EXPLAINED THE DOCTRINE OF THE APOSTLES, AND CLEARLY SET FORTH MANY OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE SAID AND DONE BY THE LORD IN PARABLES--I SHALL ENDEAVOUR, IN THIS THE FIFTH BOOK OF THE ENTIRE WORK WHICH TREATS OF THE EXPOSURE AND REFUTATION OF KNOWLEDGE FALSELY SO CALLED, TO EXHIBIT PROOFS FROM THE REST OF THE LORD'S DOCTRINE AND THE APOSTOLICAL EPISTLES: [THUS] COMPLYING WITH THY DEMAND, AS THOU DIDST REQUEST OF ME (SINCE INDEED I HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED A PLACE IN THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD); AND, LABOURING BY EVERY MEANS IN MY POWER TO FURNISH THEE WITH LARGE ASSISTANCE AGAINST THE CONTRADICTIONS OF THE HERETICS, AS ALSO TO RECLAIM THE WANDERERS AND CONVERT THEM TO THE CHURCH OF GOD, TO CONFIRM AT THE SAME TIME THE MINDS OF THE NEOPHYTES, THAT THEY MAY PRESERVE STEDFAST THE FAITH WHICH THEY HAVE RECEIVED, GUARDED BY THE CHURCH IN ITS INTEGRITY, IN ORDER THAT THEY BE IN NO WAY PERVERTED BY THOSE WHO ENDEAVOUR TO TEACH THEM FALSE DOCTRINES, AND LEAD THEM AWAY FROM THE TRUTH. IT WILL BE INCUMBENT UPON THEE, HOWEVER, AND ALL WHO MAY HAPPEN TO READ THIS WRITING, TO PERUSE WITH GREAT ATTENTION WHAT I HAVE ALREADY SAID, THAT THOU MAYEST OBTAIN A KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECTS AGAINST WHICH I AM CONTENDING. FOR IT IS THUS THAT THOU WILT BOTH CONTROVERT THEM IN A LEGITIMATE MANNER, AND WILT BE PREPARED TO RECEIVE THE PROOFS BROUGHT FORWARD AGAINST THEM, CASTING AWAY THEIR DOCTRINES AS FILTH BY MEANS OF THE CELESTIAL FAITH; BUT FOLLOWING THE ONLY TRUE AND STEDFAST TEACHER, THE WORD OF GOD, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO DID, THROUGH HIS TRANSCENDENT LOVE, BECOME WHAT WE ARE, THAT HE MIGHT BRING US TO BE EVEN WHAT HE IS HIMSELF. 
CHAP. I.--CHRIST ALONE IS ABLE TO TEACH DIVINE THINGS, AND TO REDEEM US: HE, THE SAME, TOOK FLESH OF THE VIRGIN MARY, NOT MERELY IN APPEARANCE, BUT ACTUALLY, BY THE OPERATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, IN ORDER TO RENOVATE US. STRICTURES ON THE CONCEITS OF VALENTINUS AND EBION. 
1. FOR IN NO OTHER WAY COULD WE HAVE LEARNED THE THINGS OF GOD, UNLESS OUR MASTER, EXISTING AS THE WORD, HAD BECOME MAN. FOR NO OTHER BEING HAD THE POWER OF REVEALING TO US THE THINGS OF THE FATHER, EXCEPT HIS OWN PROPER WORD. FOR WHAT OTHER PERSON "KNEW THE MIND OF THE LORD," OR WHO ELSE "HAS BECOME HIS COUNSELLOR?"(2) AGAIN, WE COULD HAVE LEARNED IN NO OTHER WAY THAN BY SEEING OUR TEACHER, AND HEARING HIS VOICE WITH OUR OWN EARS, THAT, HAVING BECOME IMITATORS OF HIS WORKS AS WELL AS DOERS OF HIS WORDS, WE MAY HAVE COMMUNION WITH HIM, RECEIVING INCREASE FROM THE PERFECT ONE, AND FROM HIM WHO IS PRIOR TO ALL CREATION. WE--WHO WERE BUT LATELY CREATED BY THE ONLY BEST AND GOOD BEING, BY HIM ALSO WHO HAS THE GIFT OF IMMORTALITY, HAVING BEEN FORMED AFTER HIS LIKENESS (PREDESTINATED, ACCORDING TO THE PRESCIENCE OF THE FATHER, THAT WE, WHO HAD AS YET NO EXISTENCE, MIGHT COME INTO BEING), AND MADE THE FIRST-FRUITS OF CREATION(1)--HAVE RECEIVED, IN THE TIMES KNOWN BEFOREHAND, [THE BLESSINGS OF SALVATION] ACCORDING TO THE MINISTRATION OF THE WORD, WHO IS PERFECT IN ALL THINGS, AS THE MIGHTY WORD, AND VERY MAN, WHO, REDEEMING US BY HIS OWN BLOOD IN A MANNER CONSONANT TO REASON, GAVE HIMSELF AS A REDEMPTION FOR THOSE WHO HAD BEEN LED INTO CAPTIVITY. AND SINCE THE APOSTASY TYRANNIZED OVER US UNJUSTLY, AND, THOUGH WE WERE BY NATURE THE PROPERTY OF THE OMNIPOTENT GOD, ALIENATED US CONTRARY TO NATURE, RENDERING US ITS OWN DISCIPLES, THE WORD OF GOD, POWERFUL IN ALL THINGS, AND NOT DEFECTIVE WITH REGARD TO HIS OWN JUSTICE, DID RIGHTEOUSLY TURN AGAINST THAT APOSTASY, AND REDEEM FROM IT HIS OWN PROPERTY, NOT BY VIOLENT MEANS, AS THE [APOSTASY] HAD OBTAINED DOMINION OVER US AT THE BEGINNING, WHEN IT INSATIABLY SNATCHED AWAY WHAT WAS NOT ITS OWN, BUT BY MEANS OF PERSUASION, AS BECAME A GOD OF COUNSEL, WHO DOES NOT USE VIOLENT MEANS TO OBTAIN WHAT HE DESIRES; SO THAT NEITHER SHOULD JUSTICE BE INFRINGED UPON, NOR THE ANCIENT HANDIWORK OF GOD GO TO DESTRUCTION. SINCE THE LORD THUS HAS REDEEMED US THROUGH HIS OWN BLOOD, GIVING HIS SOUL FOR OUR SOULS, AND HIS FLESH FOR OUR FLESH,(2) AND HAS ALSO POURED OUT THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER FOR THE UNION AND COMMUNION OF GOD AND MAN, IMPARTING INDEED GOD TO MEN BY MEANS OF THE SPIRIT, AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, ATTACHING MAN TO GOD BY HIS OWN INCARNATION, AND BESTOWING UPON US AT HIS COMING IMMORTALITY DURABLY AND TRULY, BY MEANS OF COMMUNION WITH GOD,--ALL THE DOCTRINES OF THE HERETICS FALL TO RUIN. 
2. VAIN INDEED ARE THOSE WHO ALLEGE THAT HE APPEARED IN MERE SEEMING. FOR THESE THINGS WERE NOT DONE IN APPEARANCE ONLY, BUT IN ACTUAL REALITY. BUT IF HE DID APPEAR AS A MAN, WHEN HE WAS NOT A MAN, NEITHER COULD THE HOLY SPIRIT HAVE RESTED UPON HIM, AN OCCURRENCE WHICH DID ACTUALLY TAKE PLACE--AS THE SPIRIT IS INVISIBLE; NOR, [IN THAT CASE], WAS THERE ANY DEGREE OF TRUTH IN HIM, FOR HE WAS NOT THAT WHICH HE SEEMED TO BE. BUT I HAVE ALREADY REMARKED THAT ABRAHAM AND THE OTHER PROPHETS BEHELD HIM AFTER A PROPHETICAL MANNER, FORETELLING IN VISION WHAT SHOULD COME TO PASS. IF, THEN, SUCH A BEING HAS NOW APPEARED IN OUTWARD SEMBLANCE DIFFERENT FROM WHAT HE WAS IN REALITY, THERE HAS BEEN A CERTAIN PROPHETICAL VISION MADE TO MEN; AND ANOTHER ADVENT OF HIS MUST BE LOOKED FORWARD TO, IN WHICH HE SHALL BE SUCH AS HE HAS NOW BEEN SEEN IN A PROPHETIC MANNER. AND I HAVE PROVED ALREADY, THAT IT IS THE SAME THING TO SAY THAT HE APPEARED MERELY TO OUTWARD SEEMING, AND [TO AFFIRM] THAT HE RECEIVED NOTHING FROM MARY. FOR HE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ONE TRULY POSSESSING FLESH AND BLOOD, BY WHICH HE REDEEMED US, UNLESS HE HAD SUMMED UP IN HIMSELF THE ANCIENT FORMATION OF ADAM. VAIN THEREFORE ARE THE DISCIPLES OF VALENTINUS WHO PUT FORTH THIS OPINION, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY EXCLUDE THE FLESH FROM SALVATION, AND CAST ASIDE WHAT GOD HAS FASHIONED. 
3. VAIN ALSO ARE THE EBIONITES, WHO DO NOT RECEIVE BY FAITH INTO THEIR SOUL THE UNION OF GOD AND MAN, BUT WHO REMAIN IN THE OLD LEAVEN OF [THE NATURAL] BIRTH, AND WHO DO NOT CHOOSE TO UNDERSTAND THAT THE HOLY GHOST CAME UPON MARY, AND THE POWER OF THE MOST HIGH DID OVERSHADOW HER:(3) WHEREFORE ALSO WHAT WAS GENERATED IS A HOLY THING, AND THE SON OF THE MOST HIGH GOD THE FATHER OF ALL, WHO EFFECTED THE INCARNATION OF THIS BEING, AND SHOWED FORTH A NEW [KIND OF] GENERATION; THAT AS BY THE FORMER GENERATION WE INHERITED DEATH, SO BY THIS NEW GENERATION WE MIGHT INHERIT LIFE. THEREFORE DO THESE MEN REJECT THE COMMIXTURE OF THE HEAVENLY WINE,(4) AND WISH IT TO BE WATER OF THE WORLD ONLY, NOT RECEIVING GOD SO AS TO HAVE UNION WITH HIM, BUT THEY REMAIN IN THAT ADAM WHO HAD BEEN CONQUERED AND WAS EXPELLED FROM PARADISE: NOT CONSIDERING THAT AS, AT THE BEGINNING OF OUR FORMATION IN ADAM, THAT BREATH OF LIFE WHICH PROCEEDED FROM GOD, HAVING BEEN UNITED TO WHAT HAD BEEN FASHIONED, ANIMATED THE MAN, AND MANIFESTED HIM AS A BEING ENDOWED WITH REASON; SO ALSO, IN [THE TIMES OF] THE END, THE WORD OF THE FATHER AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD, HAVING BECOME UNITED WITH THE ANCIENT SUBSTANCE OF ADAM'S FORMATION, RENDERED MAN LIVING AND PERFECT, RECEPTIVE OF THE PERFECT FATHER, IN ORDER THAT AS IN THE NATURAL [ADAM] WE ALL WERE DEAD, SO IN THE SPIRITUAL WE MAY ALL BE MADE ALIVE.(5) FOR NEVER AT ANY TIME DID ADAM ESCAPE THE HARMS(6) OF GOD, TO WHOM THE FATHER SPEAKING, SAID, "LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR IMAGE, AFTER OUR LIKENESS." AND FOR THIS REASON IN THE LAST TIMES (FINE), NOT BY THE WILL OF THE FLESH, NOR BY THE WILL OF MAN, BUT BY THE GOOD PLEASURE OF THE FATHER,(7) HIS HANDS FORMED A LIVING MAN, IN ORDER THAT ADAM MIGHT BE CREATED [AGAIN] AFTER THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD. 
CHAP. II.--WHEN CHRIST VISITED US IN HIS GRACE, HE DID NOT COME TO WHAT DID NOT BELONG TO HIM: ALSO, BY SHEDDING HIS TRUE BLOOD FOR US, AND EXHIBITING TO US HIS TRUE FLESH IN THE EUCHARIST, HE CONFERRED UPON OUR FLESH THE CAPACITY OF SALVATION. 
1. AND VAIN LIKEWISE ARE THOSE WHO SAY THAT GOD CAME TO THOSE THINGS WHICH DID NOT BELONG TO HIM, AS IF COVETOUS OF ANOTHER'S PROPERTY; IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT DELIVER UP THAT MAN WHO HAD BEEN CREATED BY ANOTHER, TO THAT GOD WHO HAD NEITHER MADE NOR FORMED ANYTHING, BUT WHO ALSO WAS DEPRIVED FROM THE BEGINNING OF HIS OWN PROPER FORMATION OF MEN. THE ADVENT, THEREFORE, OF HIM WHOM THESE MEN REPRESENT AS COMING TO THE THINGS OF OTHERS, WAS NOT RIGHTEOUS; NOR DID HE TRULY REDEEM US BY HIS OWN BLOOD, IF HE DID NOT REALLY BECOME MAN, RESTORING TO HIS OWN HANDIWORK WHAT WAS SAID [OF IT] IN THE BEGINNING, THAT MAN WAS MADE AFTER THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD; NOT SNATCHING AWAY BY STRATAGEM THE PROPERTY OF ANOTHER, BUT TAKING POSSESSION OF HIS OWN IN A RIGHTEOUS AND GRACIOUS MANNER. AS FAR AS CONCERNED THE APOSTASY, INDEED, HE REDEEMS US RIGHTEOUSLY FROM IT BY HIS OWN BLOOD; BUT AS REGARDS US WHO HAVE BEEN REDEEMED, [HE DOES THIS] GRACIOUSLY. FOR WE HAVE GIVEN NOTHING TO HIM PREVIOUSLY, NOR DOES HE DESIRE ANYTHING FROM US, AS IF HE STOOD IN NEED OF IT; BUT WE DO STAND IN NEED OF FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM. AND FOR THIS REASON, IT WAS THAT HE GRACIOUSLY POURED HIMSELF OUT, THAT HE MIGHT GATHER US INTO THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER. 
2. BUT VAIN IN EVERY RESPECT ARE THEY WHO DESPISE THE ENTIRE DISPENSATION OF GOD, AND DISALLOW THE SALVATION OF THE FLESH, AND TREAT WITH CONTEMPT ITS REGENERATION, MAINTAINING THAT IT IS NOT CAPABLE OF INCORRUPTION. BUT IF THIS INDEED DO NOT ATTAIN SALVATION, THEN NEITHER DID THE LORD REDEEM US WITH HIS BLOOD, NOR IS THE CUP OF THE EUCHARIST THE COMMUNION OF HIS BLOOD, NOR THE BREAD WHICH WE BREAK THE COMMUNION OF HIS BODY.(1) FOR BLOOD CAN ONLY COME FROM VEINS AND FLESH, AND WHATSOEVER ELSE MAKES UP THE SUBSTANCE OF MAN, SUCH AS THE WORD OF GOD WAS ACTUALLY MADE. BY HIS OWN BLOOD HE REDEEMED US, AS ALSO HIS APOSTLE DECLARES, "IN WHOM WE HAVE REDEMPTION THROUGH HIS BLOOD, EVEN THE REMISSION OF SINS."(2) AND AS WE ARE HIS MEMBERS, WE ARE ALSO NOURISHED BY MEANS OF THE CREATION (AND HE HIMSELF GRANTS THE CREATION TO US, FOR HE CAUSES HIS SUN TO RISE, AND SENDS RAIN WHEN HE WILLS(3)). HE HAS ACKNOWLEDGED THE CUP (WHICH IS A PART OF THE CREATION) AS HIS OWN BLOOD, FROM WHICH HE BEDEWS OUR BLOOD; AND THE BREAD (ALSO A PART OF THE CREATION) HE HAS ESTABLISHED AS HIS OWN BODY, FROM WHICH HE GIVES INCREASE TO OUR BODIES.(4) 
3. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE MINGLED CUP AND THE MANUFACTURED BREAD RECEIVES THE WORD OF GOD, AND THE EUCHARIST OF THE BLOOD AND THE BODY OF CHRIST IS MADE,(5) FROM WHICH THINGS THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR FLESH IS INCREASED AND SUPPORTED, HOW CAN THEY AFFIRM THAT THE FLESH IS INCAPABLE OF RECEIVING THE GIFT OF GOD, WHICH IS LIFE ETERNAL, WHICH [FLESH] IS NOURISHED FROM THE BODY AND BLOOD OF THE LORD, AND IS A MEMBER OF HIM?--EVEN AS THE BLESSED PAUL DECLARES IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS, THAT "WE ARE MEMBERS OF HIS BODY, OF HIS FLESH, AND OF HIS BONES."(6) HE DOES NOT SPEAK THESE WORDS OF SOME SPIRITUAL AND INVISIBLE MAN, FOR A SPIRIT HAS NOT BONES NOR FLESH;(7) BUT [HE REFERS TO] THAT DISPENSATION [BY WHICH THE LORD BECAME] AN ACTUAL MAN, CONSISTING OF FLESH, AND NERVES, AND BONES,--THAT [FLESH] WHICH IS NOURISHED BY THE CUP WHICH IS HIS BLOOD, AND RECEIVES INCREASE FROM THE BREAD WHICH IS HIS BODY. AND JUST AS A CUTTING FROM THE VINE PLANTED IN THE GROUND FRUCTIFIES IN ITS SEASON, OR AS A CORN OF WHEAT FALLING INTO THE EARTH AND BECOMING DECOMPOSED, RISES WITH MANIFOLD INCREASE BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, WHO CONTAINS ALL THINGS, AND THEN, THROUGH THE WISDOM OF GOD, SERVES FOR THE USE OF MEN, AND HAVING RECEIVED THE WORD OF GOD, BECOMES THE EUCHARIST, WHICH IS THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST; SO ALSO OUR BODIES, BEING NOURISHED BY IT, AND DEPOSITED IN THE EARTH, AND SUFFERING DECOMPOSITION THERE, SHALL RISE AT THEIR APPOINTED TIME, THE WORD OF GOD GRANTING THEM RESURRECTION TO THE GLORY OF GOD, EVEN THE FATHER, WHO FREELY GIVES TO THIS MORTAL IMMORTALITY, AND TO THIS CORRUPTIBLE INCORRUPTION,(8) BECAUSE THE STRENGTH OF GOD IS MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS,(9) IN ORDER THAT WE MAY NEVER BECOME PUFFED UP, AS IF WE HAD LIFE FROM OURSELVES, AND EXALTED AGAINST GOD, OUR MINDS BECOMING UNGRATEFUL; BUT LEARNING BY EXPERIENCE THAT WE POSSESS ETERNAL DURATION FROM THE EXCELLING POWER OF THIS BEING, NOT FROM OUR OWN NATURE, WE MAY NEITHER UNDERVALUE THAT GLORY WHICH SURROUNDS GOD AS HE IS, NOR BE IGNORANT OF OUR OWN NATURE, BUT THAT WE MAY KNOW WHAT GOD CAN EFFECT, AND WHAT BENEFITS MAN RECEIVES, AND THUS NEVER WANDER FROM THE TRUE COMPREHENSION OF THINGS AS THEY ARE, THAT IS, BOTH WITH REGARD TO GOD AND WITH REGARD TO MAN. AND MIGHT IT NOT BE THE CASE, PERHAPS, AS I HAVE ALREADY OBSERVED, THAT FOR THIS PURPOSE GOD PERMITTED OUR RESOLUTION INTO THE COMMON DUST OF MORTALITY,(10) THAT WE, BEING INSTRUCTED BY EVERY MODE, MAY BE ACCURATE IN ALL THINGS FOR THE FUTURE, BEING IGNORANT NEITHER OF GOD NOR OF OURSELVES? 
CHAP. III.--HE POWER AND GLORY OF GOD SHINE FORTH IN THE WEAKNESS OF HUMAN FLESH, AS HE WILL RENDER OUR BODY A PARTICIPATOR OF THE RESURRECTION AND OF IMMORTALITY, ALTHOUGH HE HAS FORMED IT FROM THE DUST OF THE EARTH; HE WILL ALSO BESTOW UPON IT THE ENJOYMENT OF IMMORTALITY, JUST AS HE GRANTS IT THIS SHORT LIFE IN COMMON WITH THE SOUL. 
1. THE APOSTLE PAUL HAS, MOREOVER, IN THE MOST LUCID MANNER, POINTED OUT THAT MAN HAS BEEN DELIVERED OVER TO HIS OWN INFIRMITY, LEST, BEING UPLIFTED, HE MIGHT FALL AWAY FROM THE TRUTH. THUS, HE SAYS IN THE SECOND [EPISTLE] TO THE CORINTHIANS: "AND LEST I SHOULD BE LIFTED UP BY THE SUBLIMITY OF THE REVELATIONS, THERE WAS GIVEN UNTO ME A THORN IN THE FLESH, THE MESSENGER OF SATAN TO BUFFET ME. AND UPON THIS I BESOUGHT THE LORD THREE TIMES, THAT IT MIGHT DEPART FROM ME. BUT HE SAID UNTO ME, MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR THEE; FOR STRENGTH IS MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS. GLADLY THEREFORE SHALL I RATHER GLORY IN INFIRMITIES, THAT THE POWER OF CHRIST MAY DWELL IN ME."(1) WHAT, THEREFORE? (AS SOME MAY EXCLAIM:) DID THE LORD WISH, IN THAT CASE, THAT HIS APOSTLES SHOULD THUS UNDERGO BUFFERING, AND THAT HE SHOULD ENDURE SUCH INFIRMITY? EVEN SO IT WAS; THE WORD SAYS IT. FOR STRENGTH IS MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS, RENDERING HIM A BETTER MAN WHO BY MEANS OF HIS INFIRMITY BECOMES ACQUAINTED WITH THE POWER OF GOD. FOR HOW COULD A MAN HAVE LEARNED THAT HE IS HIMSELF AN INFIRM BEING, AND MORTAL BY NATURE, BUT THAT GOD IS IMMORTAL AND POWERFUL, UNLESS HE HAD LEARNED BY EXPERIENCE WHAT IS IN BOTH? FOR THERE IS NOTHING EVIL IN LEARNING ONE'S INFIRMITIES BY ENDURANCE; YEA, RATHER, IT HAS EVEN THE BENEFICIAL EFFECT OF PREVENTING HIM FROM FORMING AN UNDUE OPINION OF HIS OWN NATURE (NON ABERRARE IN NATURA SUA). BUT THE BEING LIFTED UP AGAINST GOD, AND TAKING HIS GLORY TO ONE'S SELF, RENDERING MAN UNGRATEFUL, HAS BROUGHT MUCH EVIL UPON HIM. [AND THUS, I SAY, MAN MUST LEARN BOTH THINGS BY EXPERIENCE], THAT HE MAY NOT BE DESTITUTE OF TRUTH AND LOVE EITHER TOWARDS HIMSELF OR HIS CREATOR.(2) BUT THE EXPERIENCE OF BOTH CONFERS UPON HIM THE TRUE KNOWLEDGE AS TO GOD AND MAN, AND INCREASES HIS LOVE TOWARDS GOD. NOW, WHERE THERE EXISTS AN INCREASE OF LOVE, THERE A GREATER GLORY IS WROUGHT OUT BY THE POWER OF GOD FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM. 
2. THOSE MEN, THEREFORE, SET ASIDE THE POWER OF GOD, AND DO NOT CONSIDER WHAT THE WORD DECLARES, WHEN THEY DWELL UPON THE INFIRMITY OF THE FLESH, BUT DO NOT TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE POWER OF HIM WHO RAISES IT UP FROM THE DEAD. FOR IF HE DOES NOT VIVIFY WHAT IS MORTAL, AND DOES NOT BRING BACK THE CORRUPTIBLE TO INCORRUPTION, HE IS NOT A GOD OF POWER. BUT THAT HE IS POWERFUL IN ALL THESE RESPECTS, WE OUGHT TO PERCEIVE FROM OUR ORIGIN, INASMUCH AS GOD, TAKING DUST FROM THE EARTH, FORMED MAN. AND SURELY IT IS MUCH MORE DIFFICULT AND INCREDIBLE, FROM NON-EXISTENT BONES, AND NERVES, AND VEINS, AND THE REST OF MAN'S ORGANIZATION, TO BRING IT ABOUT THAT ALL THIS SHOULD BE, AND TO MAKE MAN AN ANIMATED AND RATIONAL CREATURE, THAN TO RE-INTEGRATE AGAIN THAT WHICH HAD BEEN CREATED AND THEN AFTERWARDS DECOMPOSED INTO EARTH (FOR THE REASONS ALREADY MENTIONED), HAVING THUS PASSED INTO THOSE [ELEMENTS] FROM WHICH MAN, WHO HAD NO PREVIOUS EXISTENCE, WAS FORMED. FOR HE WHO IN THE BEGINNING CAUSED HIM TO HAVE BEING WHO AS YET WAS NOT, JUST WHEN HE PLEASED, SHALL MUCH MORE REINSTATE AGAIN THOSE WHO HAD A FORMER EXISTENCE, WHEN IT IS HIS WILL [THAT THEY SHOULD INHERIT] THE LIFE GRANTED BY HIM. AND THAT FLESH SHALL ALSO BE FOUND FIT FOR AND CAPABLE OF RECEIVING THE POWER OF GOD, WHICH AT THE BEGINNING RECEIVED THE SKILLFUL TOUCHES OF GOD; SO THAT ONE PART BECAME THE EYE FOR SEEING; ANOTHER, THE EAR FOR HEARING; ANOTHER, THE HAND FOR FEELING AND WORKING; ANOTHER, THE SINEWS STRETCHED OUT EVERYWHERE, AND HOLDING THE LIMBS TOGETHER; ANOTHER, ARTERIES AND VEINS, PASSAGES FOR THE BLOOD AND THE AIR;(3) ANOTHER, THE VARIOUS INTERNAL ORGANS; ANOTHER, THE BLOOD, WHICH IS THE BOND OF UNION BETWEEN SOUL AND BODY. BUT WHY GO [ON IN THIS STRAIN]? NUMBERS WOULD FAIL TO EXPRESS THE MULTIPLICITY OF PARTS IN THE HUMAN FRAME, WHICH WAS MADE IN NO OTHER WAY THAN BY THE GREAT WISDOM OF GOD. BUT THOSE THINGS WHICH PARTAKE OF THE SKILL AND WISDOM OF GOD, DO ALSO PARTAKE OF HIS POWER. 
3. THE FLESH, THEREFORE, IS NOT DESTITUTE [OF PARTICIPATION] IN THE CONSTRUCTIVE WISDOM AND POWER OF GOD. BUT IF THE POWER OF HIM WHO IS THE BESTOWER OF LIFE IS MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS--THAT IS, IN THE FLESH--LET THEM INFORM US, WHEN THEY MAINTAIN THE INCAPACITY OF FLESH TO RECEIVE THE LIFE GRANTED BY GOD, WHETHER THEY DO SAY THESE THINGS AS BEING LIVING MEN AT PRESENT, AND PARTAKERS OF LIFE, OR ACKNOWLEDGE THAT, HAVING NO PART IN LIFE WHATEVER, THEY ARE AT THE PRESENT MOMENT DEAD MEN. AND IF THEY REALLY ARE DEAD MEN, HOW IS IT THAT THEY MOVE ABOUT, AND SPEAK, AND PERFORM THOSE OTHER FUNCTIONS WHICH ARE NOT THE ACTIONS OF THE DEAD, BUT OF THE LIVING? BUT IF THEY ARE NOW ALIVE, AND IF THEIR WHOLE BODY PARTAKES OF LIFE, HOW CAN THEY VENTURE THE ASSERTION THAT THE FLESH IS NOT QUALIFIED TO BE A PARTAKER OF LIFE, WHEN THEY DO CONFESS THAT THEY HAVE LIFE AT THE PRESENT MOMENT? IT IS JUST AS IF ANYBODY WERE TO TAKE UP A SPONGE FULL OF WATER, OR A TORCH ON FIRE, AND TO DECLARE THAT THE SPONGE COULD NOT POSSIBLY PARTAKE OF THE WATER, OR THE TORCH OF THE FIRE. IN THIS VERY MANNER DO THOSE MEN, BY ALLEGING THAT THEY ARE ALIVE AND BEAR LIFE ABOUT IN THEIR MEMBERS, CONTRADICT THEMSELVES AFTERWARDS, WHEN THEY REPRESENT THESE MEMBERS AS NOT BEING CAPABLE OF [RECEIVING] LIFE. BUT IF THE PRESENT TEMPORAL LIFE, WHICH IS OF SUCH AN INFERIOR NATURE TO ETERNAL LIFE, CAN NEVERTHELESS AFFECT SO MUCH AS TO QUICKEN OUR MORTAL MEMBERS, WHY SHOULD NOT ETERNAL LIFE, BEING MUCH MORE POWERFUL THAN THIS, VIVIFY THE FLESH, WHICH HAS ALREADY HELD CONVERSE WITH, AND BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO SUSTAIN, LIFE? FOR THAT THE FLESH CAN REALLY PARTAKE OF LIFE, IS SHOWN FROM THE FACT OF IT; BEING ALIVE; FOR IT LIVES ON, AS LONG AS IT IS GOD'S PURPOSE THAT IT SHOULD DO SO. IT IS MANIFEST, TOO, THAT GOD HAS THE POWER TO CONFER LIFE UPON IT, INASMUCH AS HE GRANTS LIFE TO US WHO ARE IN EXISTENCE. AND, THEREFORE, SINCE THE LORD HAS POWER TO INFUSE LIFE INTO WHAT HE HAS FASHIONED, AND SINCE THE FLESH IS CAPABLE OF BEING QUICKENED, WHAT REMAINS TO PREVENT ITS PARTICIPATING IN INCORRUPTION, WHICH IS A BLISSFUL AND NEVER-ENDING LIFE GRANTED BY GOD? 
CHAP. IV.--THOSE PERSONS ARE DECEIVED WHO FEIGN ANOTHER GOD THE FATHER BESIDES THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD; FOR HE MUST HAVE BEEN FEEBLE AND USELESS, OR ELSE MALIGNANT AND FULL OF ENVY, IF HE BE EITHER UNABLE OR UNWILLING TO EXTEND EXTERNAL LIFE TO OUR BODIES. 
1. THOSE PERSONS WHO FEIGN THE EXISTENCE OF ANOTHER FATHER BEYOND THE CREATOR, AND WHO TERM HIM THE GOOD GOD, DO DECEIVE THEMSELVES; FOR THEY INTRODUCE HIM AS A FEEBLE, WORTHLESS, AND NEGLIGENT BEING, NOT TO SAY MALIGN AND FULL OF ENVY, INASMUCH AS THEY AFFIRM THAT OUR BODIES ARE NOT QUICKENED BY HIM. FOR WHEN THEY SAY OF THINGS WHICH IT IS MANIFEST TO ALL DO REMAIN IMMORTAL, SUCH AS THE SPIRIT AND THE SOUL, AND SUCH OTHER THINGS, THAT THEY ARE QUICKENED BY THE FATHER, BUT THAT ANOTHER THING [VIZ. THE BODY] WHICH IS QUICKENED IN NO DIFFERENT MANNER THAN BY GOD GRANTING [LIFE] TO IT, IS ABANDONED BY LIFE,--[THEY MUST EITHER CONFESS] THAT THIS PROVES THEIR FATHER TO BE WEAK AND POWERLESS, OR ELSE ENVIOUS AND MALIGNANT. FOR SINCE THE CREATOR DOES EVEN HERE QUICKEN OUR MORTAL BODIES, AND PROMISES THEM RESURRECTION BY THE PROPHETS, AS I HAVE POINTED OUT; WHO [IN THAT CASE] IS SHOWN TO BE MORE POWERFUL, STRONGER, OR TRULY GOOD? WHETHER IS IT THE CREATOR WHO VIVIFIES THE WHOLE MAN, OR IS IT THEIR FATHER, FALSELY SO CALLED? HE FEIGNS TO BE THE QUICKENER OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE IMMORTAL BY NATURE, TO WHICH THINGS LIFE IS ALWAYS PRESENT BY THEIR VERY NATURE; BUT HE DOES NOT BENEVOLENTLY QUICKEN THOSE THINGS WHICH REQUIRED HIS ASSISTANCE, THAT THEY MIGHT LIVE, BUT LEAVES THEM CARELESSLY TO FALL UNDER THE POWER OF DEATH. WHETHER IS IT THE CASE, THEN, THAT THEIR FATHER DOES NOT BESTOW LIFE UPON THEM WHEN HE HAS THE POWER OF SO DOING, OR IS IT THAT HE DOES NOT POSSESS THE POWER? IF, ON THE ONE HAND, IT IS BECAUSE HE CANNOT, HE IS, UPON THAT SUPPOSITION, NOT A POWERFUL BEING, NOR IS HE MORE PERFECT THAN THE CREATOR; FOR THE CREATOR GRANTS, AS WE MUST PERCEIVE, WHAT HE IS UNABLE TO AFFORD. BUT IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, [IT BE THAT HE DOES NOT GRANT THIS] WHEN HE HAS THE POWER OF SO DOING, THEN HE IS PROVED TO BE NOT A GOOD, BUT AN ENVIOUS AND MALIGNANT FATHER. 
2. IF, AGAIN, THEY REFER TO ANY CAUSE ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH THEIR FATHER DOES NOT IMPART LIFE TO BODIES, THEN THAT CAUSE MUST NECESSARILY APPEAR SUPERIOR TO THE FATHER, SINCE IT RESTRAINS HIM FROM THE EXERCISE OF HIS BENEVOLENCE; AND HIS BENEVOLENCE WILL THUS BE PROVED WEAK, ON ACCOUNT OF THAT CAUSE WHICH THEY BRING FORWARD. NOW EVERY ONE MUST PERCEIVE THAT BODIES ARE CAPABLE OF RECEIVING LIFE. FOR THEY LIVE TO THE EXTENT THAT GOD PLEASES THAT THEY SHOULD LIVE; AND THAT BEING SO, THE [HERETICS] CANNOT MAINTAIN THAT [THESE BODIES] ARE UTTERLY INCAPABLE OF RECEIVING LIFE. IF, THEREFORE, ON ACCOUNT OF NECESSITY AND ANY OTHER CAUSE, THOSE [BODIES] WHICH ARE CAPABLE OF PARTICIPATING IN LIFE ARE NOT VIVIFIED, THEIR FATHER SHALL BE THE SLAVE OF NECESSITY AND THAT CAUSE, AND NOT THEREFORE A FREE AGENT, HAVING HIS WILL UNDER HIS OWN CONTROL. 
CHAP. V.--THE PROLONGED LIFE OF THE ANCIENTS, THE TRANSLATION OF ELIJAH AND OF ENOCH IN THEIR OWN BODIES, AS WELL AS THE PRESERVATION OF JONAH, OF SHADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABEDNEGO, IN THE MIDST OF EXTREME PERIL, ARE CLEAR DEMONSTRATIONS THAT GOD CAN RAISE UP OUR BODIES TO LIFE ETERNAL. 
1. [IN ORDER TO LEARN] THAT BODIES DID CONTINUE IN EXISTENCE FOR A LENGTHENED PERIOD, AS LONG AS IT WAS GOD'S GOOD PLEASURE THAT THEY SHOULD FLOURISH, LET [THESE HERETICS] READ THE SCRIPTURES, AND THEY WILL FIND THAT OUR PREDECESSORS ADVANCED BEYOND SEVEN HUNDRED, EIGHT HUNDRED, AND NINE HUNDRED YEARS OF AGE; AND THAT THEIR BODIES KEPT PACE WITH THE PROTRACTED LENGTH OF THEIR DAYS, AND PARTICIPATED IN LIFE AS LONG AS GOD WILLED THAT THEY SHOULD LIVE. BUT WHY DO I REFER TO THESE MEN? FOR ENOCH, WHEN HE PLEASED GOD, WAS TRANSLATED IN THE SAME BODY IN WHICH HE DID PLEASE HIM, THUS POINTING OUT BY ANTICIPATION THE TRANSLATION OF THE JUST. ELIJAH, TOO, WAS CAUGHT UP [WHEN HE WAS YET] IN THE SUBSTANCE OF THE [NATURAL] FORM; THUS, EXHIBITING IN PROPHECY THE ASSUMPTION OF THOSE WHO ARE SPIRITUAL, AND THAT NOTHING STOOD IN THE WAY OF THEIR BODY BEING TRANSLATED AND CAUGHT UP. FOR BY MEANS OF THE VERY SAME HANDS THROUGH WHICH THEY WERE MOLDED AT THE BEGINNING, DID THEY RECEIVE THIS TRANSLATION AND ASSUMPTION. FOR IN ADAM THE HANDS OF GOD HAD BECOME ACCUSTOMED TO SET IN ORDER, TO RULE, AND TO SUSTAIN HIS OWN WORKMANSHIP, AND TO BRING IT AND PLACE IT WHERE THEY PLEASED. WHERE, THEN, WAS THE FIRST MAN PLACED? IN PARADISE CERTAINLY, AS THE SCRIPTURE DECLARES "AND GOD PLANTED A GARDEN [PARADISUM] EASTWARD IN EDEN, AND THERE HE PLACED THE MAN WHOM HE HAD FORMED."(1) AND THEN AFTERWARDS WHEN [MAN] PROVED DISOBEDIENT, HE WAS CAST OUT THENCE INTO THIS WORLD. WHEREFORE ALSO THE ELDERS WHO WERE DISCIPLES OF THE APOSTLES TELL US THAT THOSE WHO WERE TRANSLATED WERE TRANSFERRED TO THAT PLACE (FOR PARADISE HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR RIGHTEOUS MEN, SUCH AS HAVE THE SPIRIT; IN WHICH PLACE ALSO PAUL THE APOSTLE, WHEN HE WAS CAUGHT UP, HEARD WORDS WHICH ARE UNSPEAKABLE AS REGARDS US IN OUR PRESENT CONDITION(2)), AND THAT THERE SHALL THEY WHO HAVE BEEN TRANSLATED REMAIN UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION [OF ALL THINGS], AS A PRELUDE TO IMMORTALITY. 
2. IF, HOWEVER, ANY ONE IMAGINE IT IMPOSSIBLE THAT MEN SHOULD SURVIVE FOR SUCH A LENGTH OF TIME, AND THAT ELIAS WAS NOT CAUGHT UP IN THE FLESH, BUT THAT HIS FLESH WAS CONSUMED IN THE FIERY CHARIOT, LET HIM CONSIDER THAT JONAH, WHEN HE HAD BEEN CAST INTO THE DEEP, AND SWALLOWED DOWN INTO THE WHALE'S BELLY, WAS BY THE COMMAND OF GOD AGAIN THROWN OUT SAFE UPON THE LAND.(3) AND THEN, AGAIN, WHEN ANANIAS, AZARIAS, AND MISAEL WERE CAST INTO THE FURNACE OF FIRE SEVENFOLD HEATED, THEY SUSTAINED NO HARM WHATEVER, NEITHER WAS THE SMELL OF FIRE PERCEIVED UPON THEM. AS, THEREFORE, THE HAND OF GOD WAS PRESENT WITH THEM, WORKING OUT MARVELOUS THINGS IN THEIR CASE--[THINGS] IMPOSSIBLE [TO BE ACCOMPLISHED] BY MAN'S NATURE--WHAT WONDER WAS IT, IF ALSO IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO WERE TRANSLATED IT PERFORMED SOMETHING WONDERFUL, WORKING IN OBEDIENCE TO THE WILL OF GOD, EVEN THE FATHER? NOW THIS IS THE SON OF GOD, AS THE SCRIPTURE REPRESENTS NEBUCHADNEZZAR THE KING AS HAVING SAID, "DID NOT WE CAST THREE MEN BOUND INTO THE FURNACE? AND, LO, I DO SEE FOUR WALKING IN THE MIDST OF THE FIRE, AND THE FOURTH IS LIKE THE SON OF GOD."(4) NEITHER THE NATURE OF ANY CREATED THING, THEREFORE, NOR THE WEAKNESS OF THE FLESH, CAN PREVAIL AGAINST THE WILL OF GOD. FOR GOD IS NOT SUBJECT TO CREATED THINGS, BUT CREATED THINGS TO GOD; AND ALL THINGS YIELD OBEDIENCE TO HIS WILL. WHEREFORE ALSO THE LORD DECLARES, "THE THINGS WHICH ARE IMPOSSIBLE WITH MEN, ARE POSSIBLE WITH GOD."(5) AS, THEREFORE, IT MIGHT SEEM TO THE MEN OF THE PRESENT DAY, WHO ARE IGNORANT OF GOD'S APPOINTMENT, TO BE A THING INCREDIBLE AND IMPOSSIBLE THAT ANY MAN COULD LIVE FOR SUCH A NUMBER OF YEARS, YET THOSE WHO WERE BEFORE US DID LIVE [TO SUCH AN AGE], AND THOSE WHO WERE TRANSLATED DO LIVE AS AN EARNEST OF THE FUTURE LENGTH OF DAYS; AND [AS IT MIGHT ALSO APPEAR IMPOSSIBLE] THAT FROM THE WHALE'S BELLY AND FROM THE FIERY FURNACE MEN ISSUED FORTH UNHURT, YET THEY NEVERTHELESS DID SO, LED FORTH AS IT WERE BY THE HAND OF GOD, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DECLARING HIS POWER: SO ALSO NOW, ALTHOUGH SOME, NOT KNOWING THE POWER AND PROMISE OF GOD, MAY OPPOSE THEIR OWN SALVATION, DEEMING IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD, WHO RAISES UP THE DEAD; TO HAVE POWER TO CONFER UPON THEM ETERNAL DURATION, YET THE SKEPTICISM OF MEN OF THIS STAMP SHALL NOT RENDER THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD OF NONE EFFECT. 
CHAP. VI.--GOD WILL BESTOW SALVATION UPON THE WHOLE NATURE OF MAN, CONSISTING OF BODY AND SOUL IN CLOSE UNION, SINCE THE WORD TOOK IT UPON HIM, AND ADORNED WITH THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, OF WHOM OUR BODIES ARE, AND ARE TERMED, THE TEMPLES. 
1. NOW GOD SHALL BE GLORIFIED IN HIS HANDIWORK, FITTING IT SO AS TO BE CONFORMABLE TO, AND MODELLED AFTER, HIS OWN SON. FOR BY THE HANDS OF THE FATHER, THAT IS, BY THE SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, MAN, AND NOT [MERELY] A PART OF MAN, WAS MADE IN THE LIKENESS OF GOD. NOW THE SOUL AND THE SPIRIT ARE CERTAINLY A PART OF THE MAN, BUT CERTAINLY NOT THE MAN; FOR THE PERFECT MAN CONSISTS IN THE COMMINGLING AND THE UNION OF THE SOUL RECEIVING THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER, AND THE ADMIXTURE OF THAT FLESHLY NATURE WHICH WAS MOLDED AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD. FOR THIS REASON, DOES THE APOSTLE DECLARE, "WE SPEAK WISDOM AMONG THEM THAT ARE PERFECT,"(6) TERMING THOSE PERSONS "PERFECT" WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE SPIRIT OF GOD, AND WHO THROUGH THE SPIRIT OF GOD DO SPEAK IN ALL LANGUAGES, AS HE USED HIMSELF ALSO TO SPEAK. IN LIKE MANNER WE DO ALSO HEAR MANY BRETHREN IN THE CHURCH, WHO POSSESS PROPHETIC GIFTS, AND WHO THROUGH THE SPIRIT SPEAK ALL KINDS OF LANGUAGES, AND BRING TO LIGHT FOR THE GENERAL BENEFIT THE HIDDEN THINGS OF MEN, AND DECLARE THE MYSTERIES OF GOD, WHOM ALSO THE APOSTLE TERMS "SPIRITUAL," THEY BEING SPIRITUAL BECAUSE THEY PARTAKE OF THE SPIRIT, AND NOT BECAUSE THEIR FLESH HAS BEEN STRIPPED OFF AND TAKEN AWAY, AND BECAUSE THEY HAVE BECOME PURELY SPIRITUAL. FOR IF ANY ONE TAKE AWAY THE SUBSTANCE OF FLESH, THAT IS, OF THE HANDIWORK [OF GOD], AND UNDERSTAND THAT WHICH IS PURELY SPIRITUAL, SUCH THEN WOULD NOT BE A SPIRITUAL MAN BUT WOULD BE THE SPIRIT OF A MAN, OR THE SPIRIT OF GOD. BUT WHEN THE SPIRIT HERE BLENDED WITH THE SOUL IS UNITED TO [GOD'S] HANDIWORK, THE MAN IS RENDERED SPIRITUAL AND PERFECT BECAUSE OF THE OUTPOURING OF THE SPIRIT, AND THIS IS HE WHO WAS MADE IN THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD. BUT IF THE SPIRIT BE WANTING TO THE SOUL, HE WHO IS SUCH IS INDEED OF AN ANIMAL NATURE, AND BEING LEFT CARNAL, SHALL BE AN IMPERFECT BEING, POSSESSING INDEED THE IMAGE [OF GOD] IN HIS FORMATION (IN PLASMATE), BUT NOT RECEIVING THE SIMILITUDE THROUGH THE SPIRIT; AND THUS, IS THIS BEING IMPERFECT. THUS ALSO, IF ANY ONE TAKE AWAY THE IMAGE AND SET ASIDE THE HANDIWORK, HE CANNOT THEN UNDERSTAND THIS AS BEING A MAN, BUT AS EITHER SOME PART OF A MAN, AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, OR AS SOMETHING ELSE THAN A MAN. FOR THAT FLESH WHICH HAS BEEN MOLDED IS NOT A PERFECT MAN IN ITSELF, BUT THE BODY OF A MAN, AND PART OF A MAN. NEITHER IS THE SOUL ITSELF, CONSIDERED APART BY ITSELF, THE MAN; BUT IT IS THE SOUL OF A MAN, AND PART OF A MAN. NEITHER IS THE SPIRIT A MAN, FOR IT IS CALLED THE SPIRIT, AND NOT A MAN; BUT THE COMMINGLING AND UNION OF ALL THESE CONSTITUTES THE PERFECT MAN. AND FOR THIS CAUSE DOES THE APOSTLE, EXPLAINING HIMSELF, MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THE SAVED MAN IS A COMPLETE MAN AS WELL AS A SPIRITUAL MAN; SAYING THUS IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS, "NOW THE GOD OF PEACE SANCTIFY YOU PERFECT (PERFECTOS); AND MAY YOUR SPIRIT, AND SOUL, AND BODY BE PRESERVED WHOLE WITHOUT COMPLAINT TO THE COMING OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST."(1) NOW WHAT WAS HIS OBJECT IN PRAYING THAT THESE THREE--THAT IS, SOUL, BODY, AND SPIRIT-- MIGHT BE PRESERVED TO THE COMING OF THE LORD, UNLESS HE WAS AWARE OF THE [FUTURE] REINTEGRATION AND UNION OF THE THREE, AND [THAT THEY SHOULD BE HEIRS OF] ONE AND THE SAME SALVATION? FOR THIS CAUSE ALSO, HE DECLARES THAT THOSE ARE "THE PERFECT" WHO PRESENT UNTO THE LORD THE THREE [COMPONENT PARTS] WITHOUT OFFENCE. THOSE, THEN, ARE THE PERFECT WHO HAVE HAD THE SPIRIT OF GOD REMAINING IN THEM, AND HAVE PRESERVED THEIR SOULS AND BODIES BLAMELESS, HOLDING FAST THE FAITH OF GOD, THAT IS, THAT FAITH WHICH IS [DIRECTED] TOWARDS GOD, AND MAINTAINING RIGHTEOUS DEALINGS WITH RESPECT TO THEIR NEIGHBOURS. 
2. WHENCE ALSO HE SAYS, THAT THIS HANDIWORK IS "THE TEMPLE OF GOD," THUS DECLARING: "KNOW YE NOT THAT YE ARE THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD DWELLETH IN YOU? IF ANY MAN, THEREFORE, WILL DEFILE THE TEMPLE OF GOD, HIM WILL GOD DESTROY: FOR THE TEMPLE OF GOD IS HOLY, WHICH [TEMPLE] YE ARE."(2) HERE HE MANIFESTLY DECLARES THE BODY TO BE THE TEMPLE IN WHICH THE SPIRIT DWELLS. AS ALSO THE LORD SPEAKS IN REFERENCE TO HIMSELF, "DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE IT UP. HE SPOKE THIS, HOWEVER," IT IS SAID, "OF THE TEMPLE OF HIS BODY."(3) AND NOT ONLY DOES HE (THE APOSTLE) ACKNOWLEDGE OUR BODIES TO BE A TEMPLE, BUT EVEN THE TEMPLE OF CHRIST, SAYING THUS TO THE CORINTHIANS, "KNOW YE NOT THAT YOUR BODIES ARE MEMBERS OF CHRIST? SHALL I THEN TAKE THE MEMBERS OF CHRIST, AND MAKE THEM THE MEMBERS OF AN HARLOT?"(4) HE SPEAKS THESE THINGS, NOT IN REFERENCE TO SOME OTHER SPIRITUAL MAN; FOR A BEING OF SUCH A NATURE COULD HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH AN HARLOT: BUT HE DECLARES "OUR BODY," THAT IS, THE FLESH WHICH CONTINUES IN SANCTITY AND PURITY, TO BE "THE MEMBERS OF CHRIST;" BUT THAT WHEN IT BECOMES ONE WITH AN HARLOT, IT BECOMES THE MEMBERS OF AN HARLOT. AND FOR THIS REASON, HE SAID, "IF ANY MAN DEFILES THE TEMPLE OF GOD, HIM WILL GOD DESTROY." HOW THEN IS IT NOT THE UTMOST BLASPHEMY TO ALLEGE, THAT THE TEMPLE OF GOD, IN WHICH THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER DWELLS, AND THE MEMBERS OF CHRIST, DO NOT PARTAKE OF SALVATION, BUT ARE REDUCED TO PERDITION? ALSO, THAT OUR BODIES ARE RAISED NOT FROM THEIR OWN SUBSTANCE, BUT BY THE POWER OF GOD, HE SAYS TO THE CORINTHIANS, "NOW THE BODY IS NOT FOR FORNICATION, BUT FOR THE LORD, AND THE LORD FOR THE BODY. BUT GOD HATH BOTH RAISED UP THE LORD, AND SHALL RAISE US UP BY HIS OWN POWER."(5) 
CHAP. VII.--INASMUCH AS CHRIST DID RISE IN OUR FLESH, IT FOLLOWS THAT WE SHALL BE ALSO RAISED IN THE SAME; SINCE THE RESURRECTION PROMISED TO US SHOULD NOT BE REFERRED TO SPIRITS NATURALLY IMMORTAL, BUT TO BODIES IN THEMSELVES MORTAL. 
1. IN THE SAME MANNER, THEREFORE, AS CHRIST DID RISE IN THE SUBSTANCE OF FLESH, AND POINTED OUT TO HIS DISCIPLES THE MARK OF THE NAILS AND THE OPENING IN HIS SIDE(6) (NOW THESE ARE THE TOKENS OF THAT FLESH WHICH ROSE FROM THE DEAD), SO "SHALL HE ALSO," IT IS SAID, "RAISE US UP BY HIS OWN POWER."(7) AND AGAIN TO THE ROMANS HE SAYS, "BUT IF THE SPIRIT OF HIM THAT RAISED UP JESUS FROM THE DEAD DWELL IN YOU, HE THAT RAISED UP CHRIST FROM THE DEAD SHALL ALSO QUICKEN YOUR MORTAL BODIES."(8) WHAT, THEN, ARE MORTAL BODIES? CAN THEY BE SOULS? NAY, FOR SOULS ARE INCORPOREAL WHEN PUT IN COMPARISON WITH MORTAL BODIES; FOR GOD "BREATHED INTO THE FACE OF MAN THE BREATH OF LIFE, AND MAN BECAME A LIVING SOUL." NOW THE BREATH OF LIFE IS AN INCORPOREAL THING. AND CERTAINLY, THEY CANNOT MAINTAIN THAT THE VERY BREATH OF LIFE IS MORTAL. THEREFORE, DAVID SAYS, "MY SOUL ALSO SHALL LIVE TO HIM,"(1) JUST AS IF ITS SUBSTANCE WERE IMMORTAL. NEITHER, ON THE OTHER HAND, CAN THEY SAY THAT THE SPIRIT IS THE MORTAL BODY. WHAT THEREFORE IS THERE LEFT TO WHICH WE MAY APPLY THE TERM "MORTAL BODY," UNLESS IT BE THE THING THAT WAS MOLDED, THAT IS, THE FLESH, OF WHICH IT IS ALSO SAID THAT GOD WILL VIVIFY IT? FOR THIS IT IS WHICH DIES AND IS DECOMPOSED, BUT NOT THE SOUL OR THE SPIRIT. FOR TO DIE IS TO LOSE VITAL POWER, AND TO BECOME HENCEFORTH BREATHLESS, INANIMATE, AND DEVOID OF MOTION, AND TO MELT AWAY INTO THOSE [COMPONENT PARTS] FROM WHICH ALSO IT DERIVED THE COMMENCEMENT OF [ITS] SUBSTANCE. BUT THIS EVENT HAPPENS NEITHER TO THE SOUL, FOR IT IS THE BREATH OF LIFE; NOR TO THE SPIRIT, FOR THE SPIRIT IS SIMPLE AND NOT COMPOSITE, SO THAT IT CANNOT BE DECOMPOSED, AND IS ITSELF THE LIFE OF THOSE WHO RECEIVE IT. WE MUST THEREFORE CONCLUDE THAT IT IS IN REFERENCE TO THE FLESH THAT DEATH IS MENTIONED; WHICH [FLESH], AFTER THE SOUL'S DEPARTURE, BECOMES BREATHLESS AND INANIMATE, AND IS DECOMPOSED GRADUALLY INTO THE EARTH FROM WHICH IT WAS TAKEN. THIS, THEN, IS WHAT IS MORTAL. AND IT IS THIS OF WHICH HE ALSO SAYS," HE SHALL ALSO QUICKEN YOUR MORTAL BODIES." AND THEREFORE, IN REFERENCE TO IT HE SAYS, IN THE FIRST [EPISTLE] TO THE CORINTHIANS: "SO ALSO IS THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD: IT IS SOWN IN CORRUPTION, IT RISES IN INCORRUPTION."(2) FOR HE DECLARES, "THAT WHICH THOU SOWEST CANNOT BE QUICKENED, UNLESS FIRST IT DIE."(3) 
2. BUT WHAT IS THAT WHICH, LIKE A GRAIN OF WHEAT, IS SOWN IN THE EARTH AND DECAYS, UNLESS IT BE THE BODIES WHICH ARE LAID IN THE EARTH, INTO WHICH SEEDS ARE ALSO CAST? AND FOR THIS REASON, HE SAID, "IT IS SOWN IN DISHONOR, IT RISES IN GLORY."(4) FOR WHAT IS MORE IGNOBLE THAN DEAD FLESH? OR, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHAT IS MORE GLORIOUS THAN THE SAME WHEN IT ARISES AND PARTAKES OF INCORRUPTION? "IT IS SOWN IN WEAKNESS, IT IS RAISED IN POWER:"(5) IN ITS OWN WEAKNESS CERTAINLY, BECAUSE SINCE IT IS EARTH IT GOES TO EARTH; BUT [IT IS QUICKENED] BY THE POWER OF GOD, WHO RAISES IT FROM THE DEAD. "IT IS SOWN AN ANIMAL BODY, IT RISES A SPIRITUAL BODY."(6) HE HAS TAUGHT, BEYOND ALL DOUBT, THAT SUCH LANGUAGE WAS NOT USED BY HIM, EITHER WITH REFERENCE TO THE SOUL OR TO THE SPIRIT, BUT TO BODIES THAT HAVE BECOME CORPSES. FOR THESE ARE ANIMAL BODIES, THAT IS, [BODIES] WHICH PARTAKE OF LIFE, WHICH WHEN THEY HAVE LOST, THEY SUCCUMB TO DEATH; THEN, RISING THROUGH THE SPIRIT'S INSTRUMENTALITY, THEY BECOME SPIRITUAL BODIES, SO THAT BY THE SPIRIT THEY POSSESS A PERPETUAL LIFE. "FOR NOW," HE SAYS, "WE KNOW IN PART, AND WE PROPHESY IN PART, BUT THEN FACE TO FACE."(7) AND THIS IT IS WHICH HAS BEEN SAID ALSO BY PETER: "WHOM HAVING NOT SEEN, YE LOVE; IN WHOM NOW ALSO, NOT SEEING, YE BELIEVE; AND BELIEVING, YE SHALL REJOICE WITH JOY UNSPEAKABLE."(8) FOR OUR FACE SHALL SEE THE FACE OF THE LORD? AND SHALL REJOICE WITH JOY UNSPEAKABLE,--THAT IS TO SAY, WHEN IT SHALL BEHOLD ITS OWN DELIGHT. 
CHAP. VIII.--THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WHICH WE RECEIVE PREPARE US FOR INCORRUPTION, RENDER US SPIRITUAL, AND SEPARATE US FROM CARNAL MEN. THESE TWO CLASSES ARE SIGNIFIED BY THE CLEAN AND UNCLEAN ANIMALS IN THE LEGAL DISPENSATION. 
1. BUT WE DO NOW RECEIVE A CERTAIN PORTION OF HIS SPIRIT, TENDING TOWARDS PERFECTION, AND PREPARING US FOR INCORRUPTION, BEING LITTLE BY LITTLE ACCUSTOMED TO RECEIVE AND BEAR GOD; WHICH ALSO THE APOSTLE TERMS "AN EARNEST," THAT IS, A PART OF THE HONOUR WHICH HAS BEEN PROMISED US BY GOD, WHERE HE SAYS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS, "IN WHICH YE ALSO, HAVING HEARD THE WORD OF TRUTH, THE GOSPEL OF YOUR SALVATION, BELIEVING IN WHICH WE HAVE BEEN SEALED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PROMISE, WHICH IS THE EARNEST OF OUR INHERITANCE."(10) THIS EARNEST, THEREFORE, THUS DWELLING IN US, RENDERS US SPIRITUAL EVEN NOW, AND THE MORTAL IS SWALLOWED UP BY IMMORTALITY.(11) "FOR YE," HE DECLARES, "ARE NOT IN THE FLESH, BUT IN THE SPIRIT, IF SO BE THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD DWELL IN YOU."(12) THIS, HOWEVER DOES NOT TAKE PLACE BY A CASTING AWAY OF THE FLESH, BUT BY THE IMPARTATION OF THE SPIRIT. FOR THOSE TO WHOM HE WAS WRITING WERE NOT WITHOUT FLESH, BUT THEY WERE THOSE WHO HAD RECEIVED THE SPIRIT OF GOD, "BY WHICH WE CRY, ABBA, FATHER."(13) IF THEREFORE, AT THE PRESENT TIME, HAVING THE EARNEST, WE DO CRY, "ABBA, FATHER," WHAT SHALL IT BE WHEN, ON RISING AGAIN, WE BEHOLD HIM FACE TO FACE; WHEN ALL THE MEMBERS SHALL BURST OUT INTO A CONTINUOUS HYMN OF TRIUMPH, GLORIFYING HIM WHO RAISED THEM FROM THE DEAD, AND GAVE THE GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE? FOR IF THE EARNEST, GATHERING MAN INTO ITSELF, DOES EVEN NOW CAUSE HIM TO CRY, "ABBA, FATHER," WHAT SHALL THE COMPLETE GRACE OF THE SPIRIT EFFECT, WHICH SHALL BE GIVEN TO MEN BY GOD? IT WILL RENDER US LIKE UNTO HIM, AND ACCOMPLISH THE WILL(14) OF THE FATHER; FOR IT SHALL MAKE MAN AFTER THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD. 
2. THOSE PERSONS, THEN, WHO POSSESS THE EARNEST OF THE SPIRIT, AND WHO ARE NOT ENSLAVED BY THE LUSTS OF THE FLESH, BUT ARE SUBJECT TO THE SPIRIT, AND WHO IN ALL THINGS WALK ACCORDING TO THE LIGHT OF REASON, DOES THE APOSTLE PROPERLY TERM "SPIRITUAL," BECAUSE THE SPIRIT OF GOD DWELLS IN THEM. NOW, SPIRITUAL MEN SHALL NOT BE INCORPOREAL SPIRITS; BUT OUR SUBSTANCE, THAT IS, THE UNION OF FLESH AND SPIRIT, RECEIVING THE SPIRIT OF GOD, MAKES UP THE SPIRITUAL MAN. BUT THOSE WHO DO INDEED REJECT THE SPIRIT'S COUNSEL, AND ARE THE SLAVES OF FLESHLY LUSTS, AND LEAD LIVES CONTRARY TO REASON, AND WHO, WITHOUT RESTRAINT, PLUNGE HEADLONG INTO THEIR OWN DESIRES, HAVING NO LONGING AFTER THE DIVINE SPIRIT, DO LIVE AFTER THE MANNER OF SWINE AND OF DOGS; THESE MEN, [I SAY], DOES THE APOSTLE VERY PROPERLY TERM "CARNAL," BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO THOUGHT OF ANYTHING ELSE EXCEPT CARNAL THINGS. 
3. FOR THE SAME REASON, TOO, DO THE PROPHETS COMPARE THEM TO IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE IRRATIONALITY OF THEIR CONDUCT, SAYING, "THEY HAVE BECOME AS HORSES RAGING FOR THE FEMALES; EACH ONE OF THEM NEIGHING AFTER HIS NEIGHBOUR'S WIFE."(1) AND AGAIN, "MAN, WHEN HE WAS IN HONOUR, WAS MADE LIKE UNTO CATTLE."(2) THIS DENOTES THAT, FOR HIS OWN FAULT, HE IS LIKENED TO CATTLE, BY RIVALLING THEIR IRRATIONAL LIFE. AND WE ALSO, AS THE CUSTOM IS, DO DESIGNATE MEN OF THIS STAMP AS CATTLE AND IRRATIONAL BEASTS. 
4. NOW THE LAW HAS FIGURATIVELY PREDICTED ALL THESE, DELINEATING MAN BY THE [VARIOUS] ANIMALS:(3) WHATSOEVER OF THESE, SAYS [THE SCRIPTURE], HAVE A DOUBLE HOOF AND RUMINATE, IT PROCLAIMS AS CLEAN; BUT WHATSOEVER OF THEM DO NOT POSSESS ONE OR OTHER OF THESE [PROPERTIES], IT SETS ASIDE B THEMSELVES AS UNCLEAN. WHO THEN ARE THE CLEAN? THOSE WHO MAKE THEIR WAY BY FAITH STEADILY TOWARDS THE FATHER AND THE SON; FOR THIS IS DENOTED BY THE STEADINESS OF THOSE WHICH DIVIDE THE HOOF; AND THEY MEDITATE DAY AND NIGHT UPON THE WORDS OF GOD,(4) THAT THEY MAY BE ADORNED WITH GOOD WORKS: FOR THIS IS THE MEANING OF THE RUMINANTS. THE UNCLEAN, HOWEVER, ARE THOSE WHICH DO NEITHER DIVIDE THE HOOF NOR RUMINATE; THAT IS, THOSE PERSONS WHO HAVE NEITHER FAITH IN GOD, NOR DO MEDITATE ON HIS WORDS: AND SUCH IS THE ABOMINATION OF THE GENTILES. BUT AS TO THOSE ANIMALS WHICH DO INDEED CHEW THE CUD, BUT HAVE NOT THE DOUBLE HOOF, AND ARE THEMSELVES UNCLEAN, WE HAVE IN THEM A FIGURATIVE DESCRIPTION OF THE JEWS, WHO CERTAINLY HAVE THE WORDS OF GOD IN THEIR MOUTH, BUT WHO DO NOT FIX THEIR ROOTED STEADFASTNESS IN THE FATHER AND IN THE SON; WHEREFORE THEY ARE AN UNSTABLE GENERATION. FOR THOSE ANIMALS WHICH HAVE THE HOOF ALL IN ONE PIECE EASILY SLIP; BUT THOSE WHICH HAVE IT DIVIDED ARE MORE SURE-FOOTED, THEIR CLEFT HOOFS SUCCEEDING EACH OTHER AS THEY ADVANCE, AND THE ONE HOOF SUPPORTING THE OTHER. IN LIKE MANNER, TOO, THOSE ARE UNCLEAN WHICH HAVE THE DOUBLE HOOF BUT DO NOT RUMINATE: THIS IS PLAINLY AN INDICATION OF ALL HERETICS, AND OF THOSE WHO DO NOT MEDITATE ON THE WORDS OF GOD, NEITHER ARE ADORNED WITH WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; TO WHOM ALSO THE LORD SAYS, "WHY CALL YE ME LORD, LORD, AND DO NOT THE THINGS WHICH I SAY TO YOU?"(5) FOR MEN OF THIS STAMP DO INDEED SAY THAT THEY BELIEVE IN THE FATHER AND THE SON, BUT THEY NEVER MEDITATE AS THEY SHOULD UPON THE THINGS OF GOD, NEITHER ARE THEY ADORNED WITH WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; BUT, AS I HAVE ALREADY OBSERVED, THEY HAVE ADOPTED THE LIVES OF SWINE AND OF DOGS, GIVING THEMSELVES OVER TO FILTHINESS, TO GLUTTONY, AND RECKLESSNESS OF ALL SORTS. JUSTLY, THEREFORE, DID THE APOSTLE CALL ALL SUCH "CARNAL" AND "ANIMAL,"(6)--[ALL THOSE, NAMELY], WHO THROUGH THEIR OWN UNBELIEF AND LUXURY DO NOT RECEIVE THE DIVINE SPIRIT, AND IN THEIR VARIOUS PHASES EAST OUT FROM THEMSELVES THE LIFE-GIVING WORD, AND WALK STUPIDLY AFTER THEIR OWN LUSTS: THE PROPHETS, TOO, SPOKE OF THEM AS BEASTS OF BURDEN AND WILD BEASTS; CUSTOM LIKEWISE HAS VIEWED THEM IN THE LIGHT OF CATTLE AND IRRATIONAL CREATURES; AND THE LAW HAS PRONOUNCED THEM UNCLEAN. 
CHAP. IX.--SHOWING HOW THAT PASSAGE OF THE APOSTLE WHICH THE HERETICS PERVERT, SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD; VIZ., "FLESH AND BLOOD SHALL NOT POSSESS THE KINGDOM OF GOD." 
1. AMONG THE OTHER [TRUTHS] PROCLAIMED BY THE APOSTLE, THERE IS ALSO THIS ONE, "THAT FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD."(7) THIS IS [THE PASSAGE] WHICH IS ADDUCED BY ALL THE HERETICS IN SUPPORT OF THEIR FOLLY, WITH AN ATTEMPT TO ANNOY US, AND TO POINT OUT THAT THE HANDIWORK OF GOD IS NOT SAVED. THEY DO NOT TAKE THIS FACT INTO CONSIDERATION, THAT THERE ARE THREE THINGS OUT OF WHICH, AS I HAVE SHOWN, THE COMPLETE MAN IS COMPOSED--FLESH, SOUL, AND SPIRIT. ONE OF THESE DOES INDEED PRESERVE AND FASHION [THE MAN]--THIS IS THE SPIRIT; WHILE AS TO ANOTHER IT IS UNITED AND FORMED--THAT IS THE FLESH; THEN [COMES] THAT WHICH IS BETWEEN THESE TWO--THAT IS THE SOUL, WHICH SOMETIMES INDEED, WHEN IT FOLLOWS THE SPIRIT, IS RAISED UP BY IT, BUT SOMETIMES IT SYMPATHIZES WITH THE FLESH, AND FALLS INTO CARNAL LUSTS. THOSE THEN, AS MANY AS THEY BE, WHO HAVE NOT THAT WHICH SAVES AND FORMS [US] INTO LIFE [ETERNAL], SHALL BE, AND SHALL BE CALLED, [MERE] FLESH AND BLOOD; FOR THESE ARE THEY WHO HAVE NOT THE SPIRIT OF GOD IN THEMSELVES. WHEREFORE MEN OF THIS STAMP ARE SPOKEN OF BY THE LORD AS "DEAD;" FOR, SAYS HE, "LET THE DEAD BURY THEIR DEAD,"(1) BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT THE SPIRIT WHICH QUICKENS MAN. 
2. ON THE OTHER HAND, AS MANY AS FEAR GOD AND TRUST IN HIS SON'S ADVENT, AND WHO THROUGH FAITH DO ESTABLISH THE SPIRIT OF GOD IN THEIR HEARTS,--SUCH MEN AS THESE SHALL BE PROPERLY CALLED BOTH "PURE," AND "SPIRITUAL," AND "THOSE LIVING TO GOD," BECAUSE THEY POSSESS THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER, WHO PURIFIES MAN, AND RAISES HIM UP TO THE LIFE OF GOD. FOR AS THE LORD HAS TESTIFIED THAT "THE FLESH IS WEAK," SO [DOES HE ALSO SAY] THAT "THE SPIRIT IS WILLING."(2) FOR THIS LATTER IS CAPABLE OF WORKING OUT ITS OWN SUGGESTIONS. IF, THEREFORE, ANY ONE ADMIX THE READY INCLINATION OF THE SPIRIT TO BE, AS IT WERE, A STIMULUS TO THE INFIRMITY OF THE FLESH, IT INEVITABLY FOLLOWS THAT WHAT IS STRONG WILL PREVAIL OVER THE WEAK, SO THAT THE WEAKNESS OF THE FLESH WILL BE ABSORBED BY THE STRENGTH OF THE SPIRIT; AND THAT THE MAN IN WHOM THIS TAKES PLACE CANNOT IN THAT CASE BE CARNAL, BUT SPIRITUAL, BECAUSE OF THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE SPIRIT. THUS, IT IS, THEREFORE, THAT THE MARTYRS BEAR THEIR WITNESS, AND DESPISE DEATH, NOT AFTER THE INFIRMITY OF THE FLESH, BUT BECAUSE OF THE READINESS OF THE SPIRIT. FOR WHEN THE INFIRMITY OF THE FLESH IS ABSORBED, IT EXHIBITS THE SPIRIT AS POWERFUL; AND AGAIN, WHEN THE SPIRIT ABSORBS THE WEAKNESS [OF THE FLESH], IT POSSESSES THE FLESH AS AN INHERITANCE IN ITSELF, AND FROM BOTH OF THESE IS FORMED A LIVING MAN, LIVING, INDEED, BECAUSE HE PARTAKES OF THE SPIRIT, BUT MAN, BECAUSE OF THE SUBSTANCE OF FLESH. 
3. THE FLESH, THEREFORE, WHEN DESTITUTE OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD, IS DEAD, NOT HAVING LIFE, AND CANNOT POSSESS THE KINGDOM OF GOD: [IT IS AS] IRRATIONAL BLOOD, LIKE WATER POURED OUT UPON THE GROUND. AND THEREFORE HE SAYS, "AS IS THE EARTHY, SUCH ARE THEY THAT ARE EARTHY."(3) BUT WHERE THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER IS, THERE IS A LIVING MAN; [THERE IS] THE RATIONAL BLOOD PRESERVED BY GOD FOR THE AVENGING [OF THOSE THAT SHED IT]; [THERE IS] THE FLESH POSSESSED BY THE SPIRIT, FORGETFUL INDEED OF WHAT BELONGS TO IT, AND ADOPTING THE QUALITY OF THE SPIRIT, BEING MADE CONFORMABLE TO THE WORD OF GOD. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, HE (THE APOSTLE) DECLARES, "AS WE HAVE BORNE THE IMAGE OF HIM WHO IS OF THE EARTH, WE SHALL ALSO BEAR THE IMAGE OF HIM WHO IS FROM HEAVEN."(4) WHAT, THEREFORE, IS THE EARTHLY? THAT WHICH WAS FASHIONED. AND WHAT IS THE HEAVENLY? THE SPIRIT. AS THEREFORE HE SAYS, WHEN WE WERE DESTITUTE OF THE CELESTIAL SPIRIT, WE WALKED IN FORMER TIMES IN THE OLDNESS OF THE FLESH, NOT OBEYING GOD; SO NOW LET US, RECEIVING THE SPIRIT, WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE, OBEYING GOD. INASMUCH, THEREFORE, AS WITHOUT THE SPIRIT OF GOD WE CANNOT BE SAVED, THE APOSTLE EXHORTS US THROUGH FAITH AND CHASTE CONVERSATION TO PRESERVE THE SPIRIT OF GOD, LEST, HAVING BECOME NON-PARTICIPATORS OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT, WE LOSE THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; AND HE EXCLAIMS, THAT FLESH IN ITSELF, AND BLOOD, CANNOT POSSESS THE KINGDOM GOD. 
4. IF, HOWEVER, WE MUST SPEAK STRICTLY, [WE WOULD SAY THAT] THE FLESH DOES NOT INHERIT, BUT IS INHERITED; AS ALSO THE LORD DECLARES, "BLESSED ARE THE MEEK, FOR THEY SHALL POSSESS THE EARTH BY INHERITANCE;"(5) AS IF IN THE [FUTURE] KINGDOM, THE EARTH, FROM WHENCE EXISTS THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR FLESH, IS TO BE POSSESSED BY INHERITANCE. THIS IS THE REASON FOR HIS WISHING THE TEMPLE (I.E., THE FLESH) TO BE CLEAN, THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD MAY TAKE DELIGHT THEREIN, AS A BRIDEGROOM WITH A BRIDE. AS, THEREFORE, THE BRIDE CANNOT [BE SAID] TO WED, BUT TO BE WEDDED, WHEN THE BRIDEGROOM COMES AND TAKES HER, SO ALSO THE FLESH CANNOT BY ITSELF POSSESS THE KINGDOM OF GOD BY INHERITANCE; BUT IT CAN BE TAKEN FOR AN INHERITANCE INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD. FOR A LIVING PERSON INHERITS THE GOODS OF THE DECEASED; AND IT IS ONE THING TO INHERIT, ANOTHER TO BE INHERITED. THE FORMER RULES, AND EXERCISES POWER OVER, AND ORDERS THE THINGS INHERITED AT HIS WILL; BUT THE LATTER THINGS ARE IN A STATE OF SUBJECTION, ARE UNDER ORDER, AND ARE RULED OVER BY HIM WHO HAS OBTAINED THE INHERITANCE. WHAT, THEREFORE, IS IT THAT LIVES? THE SPIRIT OF GOD, DOUBTLESS. WHAT, AGAIN, ARE THE POSSESSIONS OF THE DECEASED? THE VARIOUS PARTS OF THE MAN, SURELY, WHICH ROT IN THE EARTH. BUT THESE ARE INHERITED BY THE SPIRIT WHEN THEY ARE TRANSLATED INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. FOR THIS CAUSE, TOO, DID CHRIST DIE. THAT THE GOSPEL COVENANT BEING MANIFESTED AND KNOWN TO THE WHOLE WORLD, MIGHT IN THE FIRST PLACE SET FREE HIS SLAVES; AND THEN AFTERWARDS, AS I HAVE ALREADY SHOWN, MIGHT CONSTITUTE THEM HEIRS OF HIS PROPERTY, WHEN THE SPIRIT POSSESSES THEM BY INHERITANCE. FOR HE WHO LIVES INHERITS, BUT THE FLESH IS INHERITED. IN ORDER THAT WE MAY NOT LOSE LIFE BY LOSING THAT SPIRIT WHICH POSSESSES US, THE APOSTLE, EXHORTING US TO THE COMMUNION OF THE SPIRIT, HAS SAID, ACCORDING TO REASON, IN THOSE WORDS ALREADY QUOTED, "THAT FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD." JUST AS IF HE WERE TO SAY, "DO NOT ERR; FOR UNLESS THE WORD OF GOD DWELL WITH, AND THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER BE IN YOU, AND IF YE SHALL LIVE FRIVOLOUSLY AND CARELESSLY AS IF YE WERE THIS ONLY, VIZ., MERE FLESH AND BLOOD, YE CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD." 
CHAP. X.--BY A COMPARISON DRAWN FROM THE WILD OLIVE-TREE, WHOSE QUALITY BUT NOT WHOSE NATURE IS CHANGED BY GRAFTING, HE PROVES MORE IMPORTANT THINGS; HE POINTS OUT ALSO THAT MAN WITHOUT THE SPIRIT IS NOT CAPABLE OF BRINGING FORTH FRUIT, OR OF INHERITING THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 
1. THIS TRUTH, THEREFORE, [HE DECLARES], IN ORDER THAT WE MAY NOT REJECT THE ENGRAFTING OF THE SPIRIT WHILE PAMPERING THE FLESH. "BUT THOU, BEING A WILD OLIVE-TREE," HE SAYS, "HAST BEEN GRAFTED INTO THE GOOD OLIVE-TREE, AND BEEN MADE A PARTAKER OF THE FATNESS OF THE OLIVE-TREE." AS, THEREFORE, WHEN THE WILD OLIVE HAS BEEN ENGRAFTED, IF IT REMAIN IN ITS FORMER CONDITION, VIZ., A WILD OLIVE, IT IS "CUT OFF, AND CAST INTO THE FIRE;"(2) BUT IF IT TAKES KINDLY TO THE GRAFT, AND IS CHANGED INTO THE GOOD OLIVE-TREE, IT BECOMES A FRUIT-BEARING OLIVE, PLANTED, AS IT WERE, IN A KING'S PARK (PARADISO): SO LIKEWISE MEN, IF THEY DO TRULY PROGRESS BY FAITH TOWARDS BETTER THINGS, AND RECEIVE THE SPIRIT OF GOD, AND BRING FORTH THE FRUIT THEREOF, SHALL BE SPIRITUAL, AS BEING PLANTED IN THE PARADISE OF GOD. BUT IF THEY CAST OUT THE SPIRIT, AND REMAIN IN THEIR FORMER CONDITION, DESIROUS OF BEING OF THE FLESH RATHER THAN OF THE SPIRIT, THEN IT IS VERY JUSTLY SAID WITH REGARD TO MEN OF THIS STAMP, "THAT FLESH AND BLOOD SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD;"(3) JUST AS IF ANY ONE WERE TO SAY THAT THE WILD OLIVE IS NOT RECEIVED INTO THE PARADISE OF GOD. ADMIRABLY THEREFORE DOES THE APOSTLE EXHIBIT OUR NATURE, AND GOD'S UNIVERSAL APPOINTMENT, IN HIS DISCOURSE ABOUT FLESH AND BLOOD AND THE WILD OLIVE. FOR AS THE GOOD OLIVE, IF NEGLECTED FOR A CERTAIN TIME, IF LEFT TO GROW WILD AND TO RUN TO I WOOD, DOES ITSELF BECOME A WILD OLIVE; OR AGAIN, IF THE WILD OLIVE BE CAREFULLY TENDED AND GRAFTED, IT NATURALLY REVERTS TO ITS FORMER FRUIT-BEARING CONDITION: SO MEN ALSO, WHEN THEY BECOME CARELESS, AND BRING FORTH FOR FRUIT THE LUSTS OF THE FLESH LIKE WOODY PRODUCE, ARE RENDERED, BY THEIR OWN FAULT, UNFRUITFUL IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR WHEN MEN SLEEP, THE ENEMY SOWS THE MATERIAL OF TARES;(4) AND FOR THIS CAUSE DID THE LORD COMMAND HIS DISCIPLES TO BE ON THE WATCH.(5) AND AGAIN, THOSE PERSONS WHO ARE NOT BRINGING FORTH THE FRUITS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ARE, AS IT WERE, COVERED OVER AND LOST AMONG BRAMBLES, IF THEY USE DILIGENCE, AND RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD AS A GRAFT,(6) ARRIVE AT THE PRISTINE NATURE OF MAN--THAT WHICH WAS CREATED AFTER THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD. 
2. BUT AS THE ENGRAFTED WILD OLIVE DOES NOT CERTAINLY LOSE THE SUBSTANCE OF ITS WOOD, BUT CHANGES THE QUALITY OF ITS FRUIT, AND RECEIVES ANOTHER NAME, BEING NOW NOT A WILD OLIVE, BUT A FRUIT-BEARING OLIVE, AND IS CALLED SO; SO ALSO, WHEN MAN IS GRAFTED IN BY FAITH AND RECEIVES THE SPIRIT OF GOD, HE CERTAINLY DOES NOT LOSE THE SUBSTANCE OF FLESH, BUT CHANGES THE QUALITY OF THE FRUIT [BROUGHT FORTH, I.E.,] OF HIS WORKS, AND RECEIVES ANOTHER NAME,(7) SHOWING THAT HE HAS BECOME CHANGED FOR THE BETTER, BEING NOW NOT [MERE] FLESH AND BLOOD, BUT A SPIRITUAL MAN, AND IS CALLED SUCH. THEN, AGAIN, AS THE WILD OLIVE, IF IT BE NOT GRAFTED IN, REMAINS USELESS TO ITS LORD BECAUSE OF ITS WOODY QUALITY, AND IS CUT DOWN AS A TREE BEARING NO FRUIT, AND CAST INTO THE FIRE; SO ALSO MAN, IF HE DOES NOT RECEIVE THROUGH FAITH THE ENGRAFTING OF THE SPIRIT, REMAINS IN HIS OLD CONDITION, AND BEING [MERE] FLESH AND BLOOD, HE CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD. RIGHTLY THEREFORE DOES THE APOSTLE DECLARE, "FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD;"(8) AND, "THOSE WHO ARE IN THE FLESH CANNOT PLEASE GOD:"(9) NOT REPUDIATING [BY THESE WORDS] THE SUBSTANCE OF FLESH, BUT SHOWING THAT INTO IT THE SPIRIT MUST BE INFUSED.(10) AND FOR THIS REASON, HE SAYS, "THIS MORTAL MUST PUT ON IMMORTALITY, AND THIS CORRUPTIBLE MUST PUT ON INCORRUPTION."(11) AND AGAIN HE DECLARES, "BUT YE ARE NOT IN THE FLESH, BUT IN THE SPIRIT, IF SO BE THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD DWELL IN YOU."(12) HE SETS THIS FORTH STILL MORE PLAINLY, WHERE HE SAYS, "THE BODY INDEED IS DEAD, BECAUSE OF SIN; BUT THE SPIRIT IS LIFE, BECAUSE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. BUT IF THE SPIRIT OF HIM WHO RAISED UP JESUS FROM THE DEAD DWELL IN YOU, HE THAT RAISED UP CHRIST FROM THE DEAD SHALL ALSO QUICKEN YOUR MORTAL BODIES, BECAUSE OF HIS SPIRIT DWELLING IN YOU."(13) AND AGAIN HE SAYS, IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, "FOR IF YE LIVE AFTER THE FLESH, YE SHALL DIE."(14) [NOW BY THESE WORDS] HE DOES NOT PROHIBIT THEM FROM LIVING THEIR LIVES IN THE FLESH, FOR HE WAS HIMSELF IN THE FLESH WHEN HE WROTE TO THEM; BUT HE CUTS AWAY THE LUSTS OF THE FLESH, THOSE WHICH BRING DEATH UPON A MAN. AND FOR THIS REASON, HE SAYS IN CONTINUATION, "BUT IF YE THROUGH THE SPIRIT DO MORTIFY THE WORKS OF THE FLESH, YE SHALL LIVE. FOR WHOSOEVER ARE LED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THESE ARE THE SONS OF GOD." 
CHAP. XI.--TREATS UPON THE ACTIONS OF CARNAL AND OF SPIRITUAL PERSONS; ALSO, THAT THE SPIRITUAL CLEANSING IS NOT TO BE REFERRED TO THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR BODIES, BUT TO THE MANNER OF OUR FORMER LIFE. 
1. [THE APOSTLE], FORESEEING THE WICKED SPEECHES OF UNBELIEVERS, HAS PARTICULARIZED THE WORKS WHICH HE TERMS CARNAL; AND HE EXPLAINS HIMSELF, LEST ANY ROOM FOR DOUBT BE LEFT TO THOSE WHO DO DISHONESTLY PERVERT HIS MEANING, THUS SAYING IN THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS: "NOW THE WORKS OF THE FLESH ARE MANIFEST, WHICH ARE ADULTERIES, FORNICATIONS, UNCLEANNESS, LUXURIOUSNESS, IDOLATRIES, WITCHCRAFTS,(1) HATREDS, CONTENTIONS JEALOUSIES, WRATHS, EMULATIONS, ANIMOSITIES, IRRITABLE SPEECHES, DISSENSIONS, HERESIES, ENVYING’S, DRUNKENNESS, CAROUSING’S, AND SUCH LIKE; OF WHICH I WARN YOU, AS ALSO I HAVE WARNED YOU, THAT THEY WHO DO SUCH THINGS SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD."(2) THUS DOES HE POINT OUT TO HIS HEARERS IN A MORE EXPLICIT MANNER WHAT IT IS [HE MEANS WHEN HE DECLARES], "FLESH AND BLOOD SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD." FOR THEY WHO DO THESE THINGS, SINCE THEY DO INDEED WALK AFTER THE FLESH, HAVE NOT THE POWER OF LIVING UNTO GOD. AND THEN, AGAIN, HE PROCEEDS TO TELL US THE SPIRITUAL ACTIONS WHICH VIVIFY A MAN, THAT IS, THE ENGRAFTING OF THE SPIRIT; THUS SAYING, "BUT THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, LONG-SUFFERING, GOODNESS, BENIGNITY, FAITH, MEEKNESS, CONTINENCE, CHASTITY: AGAINST THESE THERE IS NO LAW."(3) AS, THEREFORE, HE WHO HAS GONE FORWARD TO THE BETTER THINGS, AND HAS BROUGHT FORTH THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT, IS SAVED ALTOGETHER BECAUSE OF THE COMMUNION OF THE SPIRIT; SO ALSO HE WHO HAS CONTINUED IN THE AFORESAID WORKS OF THE FLESH, BEING TRULY RECKONED AS CARNAL, BECAUSE HE DID NOT RECEIVE THE SPIRIT OF GOD, SHALL NOT HAVE POWER TO INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. AS, AGAIN, THE SAME APOSTLE TESTIFIES, SAYING TO THE CORINTHIANS, "KNOW YE NOT THAT THE UNRIGHTEOUS SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD? DO NOT ERR," HE SAYS: "NEITHER FORNICATORS, NOR IDOLATERS, NOR ADULTERERS, NOR EFFEMINATE, NOR ABUSERS OF THEMSELVES WITH MANKIND, NOR THIEVES, NOR COVETOUS, NOR REVILERS, NOR RAPACIOUS PERSONS, SHALL INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND THESE YE INDEED HAVE BEEN; BUT YE HAVE BEEN WASHED, BUT YE HAVE BEEN SANCTIFIED, BUT YE HAVE BEEN JUSTIFIED IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND IN THE SPIRIT OF OUR GOD."(4) HE SHOWS IN THE CLEAREST MANNER THROUGH WHAT THINGS IT IS THAT MAN GOES TO DESTRUCTION, IF HE HAS CONTINUED TO LIVE AFTER THE FLESH; AND THEN, ON THE OTHER HAND, [HE POINTS OUT] THROUGH WHAT THINGS HE IS SAVED. NOW HE SAYS THAT THE THINGS WHICH SAVE ARE THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND THE SPIRIT OF OUR GOD. 
2. SINCE, THEREFORE, IN THAT PASSAGE HE RECOUNTS THOSE WORKS OF THE FLESH WHICH ARE WITHOUT THE SPIRIT, WHICH BRING DEATH [UPON THEIR DOERS], HE EXCLAIMED AT THE END OF HIS EPISTLE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHAT HE HAD ALREADY DECLARED, "AND AS WE HAVE BORNE THE IMAGE OF HIM WHO IS OF THE EARTH, WE SHALL ALSO BEAR THE IMAGE OF HIM WHO IS FROM HEAVEN. FOR THIS I SAY, BRETHREN, THAT FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD."(5) NOW THIS WHICH HE SAYS, "AS WE HAVE BORNE THE IMAGE OF HIM WHO IS OF THE EARTH," IS ANALOGOUS TO WHAT HAS BEEN DECLARED, "AND SUCH INDEED YE WERE; BUT YE HAVE BEEN WASHED, BUT YE HAVE BEEN SANCTIFIED, BUT YE HAVE BEEN JUSTIFIED IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND IN THE SPIRIT OF OUR GOD." WHEN, THEREFORE, DID WE BEAR THE IMAGE OF HIM WHO IS OF THE EARTH? DOUBTLESS IT WAS WHEN THOSE ACTIONS SPOKEN OF AS "WORKS OF THE FLESH" USED TO BE WROUGHT IN US. AND THEN, AGAIN, WHEN [DO WE BEAR] THE IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY? DOUBTLESS WHEN HE SAYS, "YE HAVE BEEN WASHED," BELIEVING IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, AND RECEIVING HIS SPIRIT. NOW WE HAVE WASHED AWAY, NOT THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR BODY, NOR THE IMAGE OF OUR [PRIMARY] FORMATION, BUT THE FORMER VAIN CONVERSATION. IN THESE MEMBERS, THEREFORE, IN WHICH WE WERE GOING TO DESTRUCTION BY WORKING THE WORKS OF CORRUPTION, IN THESE VERY MEMBERS ARE WE MADE ALIVE BY WORKING THE WORKS OF THE SPIRIT. 
CHAP. XII.--OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH; OF THE BREATH OF LIFE AND THE VIVIFYING SPIRIT: ALSO, HOW IT IS THAT THE SUBSTANCE OF FLESH REVIVES WHICH ONCE WAS DEAD. 
1. FOR AS THE FLESH IS CAPABLE OF CORRUPTION, SO IS IT ALSO OF INCORRUPTION; AND AS IT IS OF DEATH, SO IS IT ALSO OF LIFE. THESE TWO DO MUTUALLY GIVE WAY TO EACH OTHER; AND BOTH CANNOT REMAIN IN THE SAME PLACE, BUT ONE IS DRIVEN OUT BY THE OTHER, AND THE PRESENCE OF THE ONE DESTROYS THAT OF THE OTHER. IF, THEN, WHEN DEATH TAKES POSSESSION OF A MAN, IT DRIVES LIFE AWAY FROM HIM, AND PROVES HIM TO BE DEAD, MUCH MORE DOES LIFE, WHEN IT HAS OBTAINED POWER OVER THE MAN, DRIVE OUT DEATH, AND RESTORE HIM AS LIVING UNTO GOD. FOR IF DEATH BRINGS MORTALITY, WHY SHOULD NOT LIFE, WHEN IT COMES, VIVIFY MAN? JUST AS ESAIAS THE PROPHET SAYS, "DEATH DEVOURED WHEN IT HAD PREVAILED."(6) AND AGAIN, "GOD HAS WIPED AWAY EVERY TEAR FROM EVERY FACE." THUS, THAT FORMER LIFE IS EXPELLED, BECAUSE IT WAS NOT GIVEN BY THE SPIRIT, BUT BY THE BREATH. 
2. FOR THE BREATH OF LIFE, WHICH ALSO RENDERED MAN AN ANIMATED BEING, IS ONE THING, AND THE VIVIFYING SPIRIT ANOTHER, WHICH ALSO CAUSED HIM TO BECOME SPIRITUAL. AND FOR THIS REASON ISAIAH SAID, "THUS SAITH THE LORD, WHO MADE HEAVEN AND ESTABLISHED IT, WHO FOUNDED THE EARTH AND THE THINGS THEREIN, AND GAVE BREATH TO THE PEOPLE UPON IT, AND SPIRIT TO THOSE WALKING UPON IT;"(1) THUS TELLING US THAT BREATH IS INDEED GIVEN IN COMMON TO ALL PEOPLE UPON EARTH, BUT THAT THE SPIRIT IS THEIRS ALONE WHO TREAD DOWN EARTHLY DESIRES. AND THEREFORE ISAIAH HIMSELF, DISTINGUISHING THE THINGS ALREADY MENTIONED, AGAIN EXCLAIMS, "FOR THE SPIRIT SHALL GO FORTH FROM ME, AND I HAVE MADE EVERY BREATH."(2) THUS DOES HE ATTRIBUTE THE SPIRIT AS PECULIAR TO GOD WHICH IN THE LAST TIMES HE POURS FORTH UPON THE HUMAN RACE BY THE ADOPTION OF SONS; BUT [HE SHOWS] THAT BREATH WAS COMMON THROUGHOUT THE CREATION, AND POINTS IT OUT AS SOMETHING CREATED. NOW WHAT HAS BEEN MADE IS A DIFFERENT THING FROM HIM WHO MAKES IT. THE BREATH, THEN, IS TEMPORAL, BUT THE SPIRIT ETERNAL. THE BREATH, TOO, INCREASES [IN STRENGTH] FOR A SHORT PERIOD, AND CONTINUES FOR A CERTAIN TIME; AFTER THAT IT TAKES ITS DEPARTURE, LEAVING ITS FORMER ABODE DESTITUTE OF BREATH. BUT WHEN THE SPIRIT PERVADES THE MAN WITHIN AND WITHOUT, INASMUCH AS IT CONTINUES THERE, IT NEVER LEAVES HIM. "BUT THAT IS NOT FIRST WHICH IS SPIRITUAL," SAYS THE APOSTLE, SPEAKING THIS AS IF WITH REFERENCE TO US HUMAN BEINGS; "BUT THAT IS FIRST WHICH IS ANIMAL, AFTERWARDS THAT WHICH IS SPIRITUAL,"(3) IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON. FOR THERE HAD BEEN A NECESSITY THAT, IN THE FIRST PLACE, A HUMAN BEING SHOULD BE FASHIONED, AND THAT WHAT WAS FASHIONED SHOULD RECEIVE THE SOUL; AFTERWARDS THAT IT SHOULD THUS RECEIVE THE COMMUNION OF THE SPIRIT. WHEREFORE ALSO "THE FIRST ADAM WAS MADE" BY THE LORD "A LIVING SOUL, THE SECOND ADAM A QUICKENING SPIRIT."(4) AS, THEN, HE WHO WAS MADE A LIVING SOUL FORFEITED LIFE WHEN HE TURNED ASIDE TO WHAT WAS EVIL, SO, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE SAME INDIVIDUAL, WHEN HE REVERTS TO WHAT IS GOOD, AND RECEIVES THE QUICKENING SPIRIT, SHALL FIND LIFE. 
3. FOR IT IS NOT ONE THING WHICH DIES AND ANOTHER WHICH IS QUICKENED, AS NEITHER IS IT ONE THING WHICH IS LOST AND ANOTHER WHICH IS FOUND, BUT THE LORD CAME SEEKING FOR THAT SAME SHEEP WHICH HAD BEEN LOST. WHAT WAS IT, THEN, WHICH WAS DEAD? UNDOUBTEDLY IT WAS THE SUBSTANCE OF THE FLESH; THE SAME, TOO, WHICH HAD LOST THE BREATH OF LIFE, AND HAD BECOME BREATHLESS AND DEAD. THIS SAME, THEREFORE, WAS WHAT THE LORD CAME TO QUICKEN, THAT AS IN ADAM WE DO ALL DIE, AS BEING OF AN ANIMAL NATURE, IN CHRIST WE MAY ALL LIVE, AS BEING SPIRITUAL, NOT LAYING ASIDE GOD'S HANDIWORK, BUT THE LUSTS OF THE FLESH, AND RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT; AS THE APOSTLE SAYS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS: "MORTIFY, THEREFORE, YOUR MEMBERS WHICH ARE UPON THE EARTH." AND WHAT THESE ARE HE HIMSELF EXPLAINS: "FORNICATION, UNCLEANNESS, INORDINATE AFFECTION, EVIL CONCUPISCENCE; AND COVETOUSNESS, WHICH IS IDOLATRY."(5) THE LAYING ASIDE OF THESE IS WHAT THE APOSTLE PREACHES; AND HE DECLARES THAT THOSE WHO DO SUCH THINGS, AS BEING MERELY FLESH AND BLOOD, CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. FOR THEIR SOUL, TENDING TOWARDS WHAT IS WORSE, AND DESCENDING TO EARTHLY LUSTS, HAS BECOME A PARTAKER IN THE SAME DESIGNATION WHICH BELONGS TO THESE [LUSTS, VIZ., "EARTHLY"], WHICH, WHEN THE APOSTLE COMMANDS US TO LAY ASIDE, HE SAYS IN THE SAME EPISTLE, "CAST YE OFF THE OLD MAN WITH HIS DEEDS."(6) BUT WHEN HE SAID THIS, HE DOES NOT REMOVE AWAY THE ANCIENT FORMATION [OF MAN]; FOR IN THAT CASE IT WOULD BE INCUMBENT ON US TO RID OURSELVES OF ITS COMPANY BY COMMITTING SUICIDE. 
4. BUT THE APOSTLE HIMSELF ALSO, BEING ONE WHO HAD BEEN FORMED IN A WOMB, AND HAD ISSUED THENCE, WROTE TO US, AND CONFESSED IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS THAT "TO LIVE IN THE FLESH WAS THE FRUIT OF [HIS] WORK;"(7) THUS EXPRESSING HIMSELF. NOW THE FINAL RESULT OF THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT IS THE SALVATION OF THE FLESH.(8) FOR WHAT OTHER VISIBLE FRUIT IS THERE OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT, THAN THE RENDERING OF THE FLESH MATURE AND CAPABLE OF INCORRUPTION? IF THEN [HE SAYS], "TO LIVE IN THE FLESH, THIS IS THE RESULT OF LABOUR TO ME," HE DID NOT SURELY CONTEMN THE SUBSTANCE OF FLESH IN THAT PASSAGE WHERE HE SAID, "PUT YE OFF THE OLD MAN WITH HIS WORKS;"(9) BUT HE POINTS OUT THAT WE SHOULD LAY ASIDE OUR FORMER CONVERSATION, THAT WHICH WAXES OLD AND BECOMES CORRUPT; AND FOR THIS REASON HE GOES ON TO SAY, "AND PUT YE ON THE NEW MAN, THAT WHICH IS RENEWED IN KNOWLEDGE, AFTER THE IMAGE OF HIM WHO CREATED HIM." IN THIS, THEREFORE, THAT HE SAYS, "WHICH IS RENEWED IN KNOWLEDGE," HE DEMONSTRATES THAT HE, THE SELFSAME MAN WHO WAS IN IGNORANCE IN TIMES PAST, THAT IS, IN IGNORANCE OF GOD, IS RENEWED BY THAT KNOWLEDGE WHICH HAS RESPECT TO HIM. FOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD RENEWS MAN. AND WHEN HE SAYS, "AFTER THE IMAGE OF THE CREATOR," HE SETS FORTH THE RECAPITULATION OF THE SAME MAN, WHO WAS AT THE BEGINNING MADE AFTER THE LIKENESS OF GOD. 
5. AND THAT HE, THE APOSTLE, WAS THE VERY SAME PERSON WHO HAD BEEN BORN FROM THE WOMB, THAT IS, OF THE ANCIENT SUBSTANCE OF FLESH, HE DOES HIMSELF DECLARE IN THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS: "BUT WHEN IT PLEASED GOD, WHO SEPARATED ME FROM MY MOTHER'S WOMB, AND CALLED ME BY HIS GRACE, TO REVEAL HIS SON IN ME, THAT I MIGHT PREACH HIM AMONG THE GENTILES," (10) IT WAS NOT, AS I HAVE ALREADY OBSERVED, ONE PERSON WHO HAD BEEN BORN FROM THE WOMB, AND ANOTHER WHO PREACHED THE GOSPEL OF THE SON OF GOD; BUT THAT SAME INDIVIDUAL WHO FORMERLY WAS IGNORANT, AND USED TO PERSECUTE THE CHURCH, WHEN THE REVELATION WAS MADE TO HIM FROM HEAVEN, AND THE LORD CONFERRED WITH HIM, AS I HAVE POINTED OUT IN THE THIRD BOOK,(1) PREACHED THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, WHO WAS CRUCIFIED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, HIS FORMER IGNORANCE BEING DRIVEN OUT BY HIS SUBSEQUENT KNOWLEDGE: JUST AS THE BLIND MEN WHOM THE LORD HEALED DID CERTAINLY LOSE THEIR BLINDNESS, BUT RECEIVED THE SUBSTANCE OF THEIR EYES PERFECT, AND OBTAINED THE POWER OF VISION IN THE VERY SAME EYES WITH WHICH THEY FORMERLY DID NOT SEE; THE DARKNESS BEING MERELY DRIVEN AWAY BY THE POWER OF VISION, WHILE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE EYES WAS RETAINED, IN ORDER THAT, BY MEANS OF THOSE EYES THROUGH WHICH THEY HAD NOT SEEN, EXERCISING AGAIN THE VISUAL POWER, THEY MIGHT GIVE THANKS TO HIM WHO HAD RESTORED THEM AGAIN TO SIGHT. AND THUS, ALSO, HE WHOSE WITHERED HAND WAS HEALED, AND ALL WHO WERE HEALED GENERALLY, DID NOT CHANGE THOSE PARTS OF THEIR BODIES WHICH HAD AT THEIR BIRTH COME FORTH FROM THE WOMB, BUT SIMPLY OBTAINED THESE ANEW IN A HEALTHY CONDITION. 
6. FOR THE MAKER OF ALL THINGS, THE WORD OF GOD, WHO DID ALSO FROM THE BEGINNING FORM MAN, WHEN HE FOUND HIS HANDIWORK IMPAIRED BY WICKEDNESS, PERFORMED UPON IT ALL KINDS OF HEALING. AT ONE TIME [HE DID SO], AS REGARDS EACH SEPARATE MEMBER, AS IT IS FOUND IN HIS OWN HANDIWORK; AND AT ANOTHER TIME HE DID ONCE FOR ALL RESTORE MAN SOUND AND WHOLE IN ALL POINTS, PREPARING HIM PERFECT FOR HIMSELF UNTO THE RESURRECTION. FOR WHAT WAS HIS OBJECT IN HEALING [DIFFERENT] PORTIONS OF THE FLESH, AND RESTORING THEM TO THEIR ORIGINAL CONDITION, IF THOSE PARTS WHICH HAD BEEN HEALED BY HIM WERE NOT IN A POSITION TO OBTAIN SALVATION? FOR IF IT WAS [MERELY] A TEMPORARY BENEFIT WHICH HE CONFERRED, HE GRANTED NOTHING OF IMPORTANCE TO THOSE WHO WERE THE SUBJECTS OF HIS HEALING. OR HOW CAN THEY MAINTAIN THAT THE FLESH IS INCAPABLE OF RECEIVING THE LIFE WHICH FLOWS FROM HIM, WHEN IT RECEIVED HEALING FROM HIM? FOR LIFE IS BROUGHT ABOUT THROUGH HEALING, AND INCORRUPTION THROUGH LIFE. HE, THEREFORE, WHO CONFERS HEALING, THE SAME DOES ALSO CONFER LIFE; AND HE [WHO GIVES] LIFE, ALSO SURROUNDS HIS OWN HANDIWORK WITH INCORRUPTION. 
CHAP. XIII.--IN THE DEAD WHO WERE RAISED BY CHRIST WE POSSESS THE HIGHEST PROOF OF THE RESURRECTION; AND OUR HEARTS ARE SHOWN TO BE CAPABLE OF LIFE ETERNAL, BECAUSE THEY CAN NOW RECEIVE THE SPIRIT OF GOD. 
1. LET OUR OPPONENTS--THAT IS, THEY WHO SPEAK AGAINST THEIR OWN SALVATION--INFORM US [AS TO THIS POINT]: THE DECEASED DAUGHTER OF THE HIGH PRIEST;(2) THE WIDOW'S DEAD SON, WHO WAS BEING CARDED OUT [TO BURIAL] NEAR THE GATE [OF THE CITY];(3) AND LAZARUS, WHO HAD LAIN FOUR DAYS IN THE TOMB,(4)--IN WHAT BODIES DID THEY RISE AGAIN? IN THOSE SAME, NO DOUBT, IN WHICH THEY HAD ALSO DIED. FOR IF IT WERE NOT IN THE VERY SAME, THEN CERTAINLY THOSE SAME INDIVIDUALS WHO HAD DIED DID NOT RISE AGAIN. FOR [THE SCRIPTURE] SAYS, "THE LORD TOOK THE HAND OF THE DEAD MAN, AND SAID TO HIM, YOUNG MAN, I SAY UNTO THEE, ARISE. AND THE DEAD MAN SAT UP, AND HE COMMANDED THAT SOMETHING SHOULD BE GIVEN HIM TO EAT; AND HE DELIVERED HIM TO HIS MOTHER."(5) AGAIN, HE CALLED LAZARUS "WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING, LAZARUS, COME FORTH; AND HE THAT WAS DEAD CAME FORTH BOUND WITH BANDAGES, FEET AND HANDS." THIS WAS SYMBOLICAL OF THAT MAN WHO HAD BEEN BOUND IN SINS. AND THEREFORE, THE LORD SAID, "LOOSE HIM, AND LET HIM DEPART." AS, THEREFORE, THOSE WHO WERE HEALED WERE MADE WHOLE IN THOSE MEMBERS WHICH HAD IN TIMES PAST BEEN AFFLICTED; AND THE DEAD ROSE IN THE IDENTICAL BODIES, THEIR LIMBS AND BODIES RECEIVING HEALTH, AND THAT LIFE WHICH WAS GRANTED BY THE LORD, WHO PREFIGURES ETERNAL THINGS BY TEMPORAL, AND SHOWS THAT IT IS HE WHO IS HIMSELF ABLE TO EXTEND BOTH HEALING AND LIFE TO HIS HANDIWORK, THAT HIS WORDS CONCERNING ITS [FUTURE] RESURRECTION MAY ALSO BE BELIEVED; SO ALSO AT THE END, WHEN THE LORD UTTERS HIS VOICE "BY THE LAST TRUMPET,"(6) THE DEAD SHALL BE RAISED, AS HE HIMSELF DECLARES: "THE HOUR SHALL COME, IN WHICH ALL THE DEAD WHICH ARE IN THE TOMBS SHALL HEAR THE VOICE OF THE SON OF MAN, AND SHALL COME FORTH; THOSE THAT HAVE DONE GOOD TO THE RESURRECTION OF LIFE, AND THOSE THAT HAVE DONE EVIL TO THE RESURRECTION OF JUDGMENT."(7) 
2. VAIN, THEREFORE, AND TRULY MISERABLE, ARE THOSE WHO DO NOT CHOOSE TO SEE WHAT IS SO MANIFEST AND CLEAR, BUT SHUN THE LIGHT OF TRUTH, BLINDING THEMSELVES LIKE THE TRAGIC OEDIPUS. AND AS THOSE WHO ARE NOT PRACTICED IN WRESTLING, WHEN THEY CONTEND WITH OTHERS, LAYING HOLD WITH A DETERMINED GRASP OF SOME PART OF [THEIR OPPONENT'S] BODY, REALLY FALL BY MEANS OF THAT WHICH THEY GRASP, YET WHEN THEY FALL, IMAGINE THAT THEY ARE GAINING THE VICTORY, BECAUSE THEY HAVE OBSTINATELY KEPT THEIR HOLD UPON THAT PART WHICH THEY SEIZED AT THE OUTSET, AND BESIDES FALLING, BECOME SUBJECTS OF RIDICULE; SO IS IT WITH RESPECT TO THAT [FAVORITE] EXPRESSION OF THE HERETICS: "FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD;" WHILE TAKING TWO EXPRESSIONS OF PAUL'S, WITHOUT HAVING PERCEIVED THE APOSTLE'S MEANING, OR EXAMINED CRITICALLY THE FORCE OF THE TERMS, BUT KEEPING FAST HOLD OF THE MERE EXPRESSIONS BY THEMSELVES, THEY DIE IN CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR INFLUENCE (PERIAUTAS), OVERTURNING AS FAR AS IN THEM LIES THE ENTIRE DISPENSATION OF GOD. 
3. FOR THUS THEY WILL ALLEGE THAT THIS PASSAGE REFERS TO THE FLESH STRICTLY SO CALLED, AND NOT TO FLESHLY WORKS, AS I HAVE POINTED OUT, SO REPRESENTING THE APOSTLE AS CONTRADICTING HIMSELF. FOR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING, IN THE SAME EPISTLE, HE SAYS CONCLUSIVELY, SPEAKING THUS IN REFERENCE TO THE FLESH: "FOR THIS CORRUPTIBLE MUST PUT ON INCORRUPTION, AND THIS MORTAL MUST PUT ON IMMORTALITY. SO, WHEN THIS MORTAL SHALL HAVE PUT ON IMMORTALITY, THEN SHALL BE BROUGHT TO PASS THE SAYING WHICH IS WRITTEN, DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY. O DEATH, WHERE IS THY STING? O DEATH, WHERE IS THY VICTORY?"(1) NOW THESE WORDS SHALL BE APPROPRIATELY SAID AT THE TIME WHEN THIS MORTAL AND CORRUPTIBLE FLESH, WHICH IS SUBJECT TO DEATH, WHICH ALSO IS PRESSED DOWN BY A CERTAIN DOMINION OF DEATH, RISING UP INTO LIFE, SHALL PUT ON INCORRUPTION AND IMMORTALITY. FOR THEN, INDEED, SHALL DEATH BE TRULY VANQUISHED, WHEN THAT FLESH WHICH IS HELD DOWN BY IT SHALL GO FORTH FROM UNDER ITS DOMINION. AND AGAIN, TO THE PHILIPPIANS HE SAYS: "BUT OUR CONVERSATION IS IN HEAVEN, FROM WHENCE ALSO WE LOOK FOR THE SAVIOUR, THE LORD JESUS, WHO SHALL TRANSFIGURE THE BODY OF OUR HUMILIATION CONFORMABLE TO THE BODY OF HIS GLORY, EVEN AS HE IS ABLE (ITA UT POSSIT) ACCORDING TO THE WORKING OF HIS OWN POWER."(2) WHAT, THEN, IS THIS "BODY OF HUMILIATION" WHICH THE LORD SHALL TRANSFIGURE, [SO AS TO BE] CONFORMED TO "THE BODY OF HIS GLORY?" PLAINLY IT IS THIS BODY COMPOSED OF FLESH, WHICH IS INDEED HUMBLED WHEN IT FALLS INTO THE EARTH. NOW ITS TRANSFORMATION [TAKES PLACE THUS], THAT WHILE IT IS MORTAL AND CORRUPTIBLE, IT BECOMES IMMORTAL AND INCORRUPTIBLE, NOT AFTER ITS OWN PROPER SUBSTANCE, BUT AFTER THE MIGHTY WORKING OF THE LORD, WHO IS ABLE TO INVEST THE MORTAL WITH IMMORTALITY, AND THE CORRUPTIBLE WITH INCORRUPTION. AND THEREFORE HE SAYS,(3) "THAT MORTALITY MAY BE SWALLOWED UP OF LIFE. HE WHO HAS PERFECTED US FOR THIS VERY THING IS GOD, WHO ALSO HAS GIVEN UNTO US THE EARNEST OF THE SPIRIT."(4) HE USES THESE WORDS MOST MANIFESTLY IN REFERENCE TO THE FLESH; FOR THE SOUL IS NOT MORTAL, NEITHER IS THE SPIRIT. NOW, WHAT IS MORTAL SHALL BE SWALLOWED UP OF LIFE, WHEN THE FLESH IS DEAD NO LONGER, BUT REMAINS LIVING AND INCORRUPTIBLE, HYMNING THE PRAISES OF GOD, WHO HAS PERFECTED US FOR THIS VERY THING. IN ORDER, THEREFORE, THAT WE MAY BE PERFECTED FOR THIS, APTLY DOES HE SAY TO THE CORINTHIANS, "GLORIFY GOD IN YOUR BODY."(5) NOW GOD IS HE WHO GIVES RISE TO IMMORTALITY. 
4. THAT HE USES THESE WORDS WITH RESPECT TO THE BODY OF FLESH, AND TO NONE OTHER, HE DECLARES TO THE CORINTHIANS MANIFESTLY, INDUBITABLY, AND FREE FROM ALL AMBIGUITY: "ALWAYS BEARING ABOUT IN OUR BODY THE DYING OF JESUS,(6) THAT ALSO THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST MIGHT BE MANIFESTED IN OUR BODY. FOR IF WE WHO LIVE ARE DELIVERED UNTO DEATH FOR JESUS' SAKE, IT IS THAT THE LIFE OF JESUS MAY ALSO BE MANIFESTED IN OUR MORTAL FLESH."(7) AND THAT THE SPIRIT LAYS HOLD ON THE FLESH, HE SAYS IN THE SAME EPISTLE, "THAT YE AXE THE EPISTLE OF CHRIST, MINISTERED BY US, INSCRIBED NOT WITH INK, BUT WITH THE SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD, NOT IN TABLES OF STONE, BUT IN THE FLESHLY TABLES OF THE HEART."(8) IF, THEREFORE, IN THE PRESENT TIME, FLESHLY HEARTS ARE MADE PARTAKERS OF THE SPIRIT, WHAT IS THERE ASTONISHING IF, IN THE RESURRECTION, THEY RECEIVE THAT LIFE WHICH IS GRANTED BY THE SPIRIT? OF WHICH RESURRECTION THE APOSTLE SPEAKS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS: "HAVING BEEN MADE CONFORMABLE TO HIS DEATH, IF BY ANY MEANS I MIGHT ATTAIN TO THE RESURRECTION WHICH IS FROM THE DEAD."(9) IN WHAT OTHER MORTAL FLESH, THEREFORE, CAN LIFE BE UNDERSTOOD AS BEING MANIFESTED, UNLESS IN THAT SUBSTANCE WHICH IS ALSO PUT TO DEATH ON ACCOUNT OF THAT CONFESSION WHICH IS MADE OF GOD?--AS HE HAS HIMSELF DECLARED, "IF, AS A MAN, I HAVE FOUGHT WITH BEASTS(10) AT EPHESUS, WHAT ADVANTAGETH IT ME IF THE DEAD RISE NOT? FOR IF THE DEAD RISE NOT, NEITHER HAS CHRIST RISEN. NOW, IF CHRIST HAS NOT RISEN, OUR PREACHING IS VAIN, AND YOUR FAITH IS VAIN. IN THAT CASE, TOO, WE ARE FOUND FALSE WITNESSES FOR GOD, SINCE WE HAVE TESTIFIED THAT HE RAISED UP CHRIST, WHOM [UPON THAT SUPPOSITION] HE DID NOT RAISE UP.(11) FOR IF THE DEAD RISE NOT, NEITHER HAS CHRIST RISEN. BUT IF CHRIST BE NOT RISEN, YOUR FAITH IS VAIN, SINCE YE ARE YET IN YOUR SINS. THEREFORE, THOSE WHO HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP IN CHRIST HAVE PERISHED. IF IN THIS LIFE ONLY WE HAVE HOPE IN CHRIST, WE ARE MORE MISERABLE THAN ALL MEN. BUT NOW CHRIST HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THOSE THAT SLEEP; FOR AS BY MAN [CAME] DEATH, BY MAN ALSO [CAME] THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD."(1) 
5. IN ALL THESE PASSAGES, THEREFORE, AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, THESE MEN MUST EITHER ALLEGE THAT THE APOSTLE EXPRESSES OPINIONS CONTRADICTING HIMSELF, WITH RESPECT TO THAT STATEMENT, "FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD;" OR, ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY WILL BE FORCED TO MAKE PERVERSE AND CROOKED INTERPRETATIONS OF ALL THE PASSAGES, SO AS TO OVERTURN AND ALTER THE SENSE OF THE WORDS. FOR WHAT SENSIBLE THING CAN THEY SAY, IF THEY ENDEAVOR TO INTERPRET OTHERWISE THIS WHICH HE WRITES: "FOR THIS CORRUPTIBLE MUST PUT ON INCORRUPTION, AND THIS MORTAL PUT ON IMMORTALITY;"(2) AND, "THAT THE LIFE OF JESUS MAY BE MADE MANIFEST IN OUR MORTAL FLESH;"(3) AND ALL THE OTHER PASSAGES IN WHICH THE APOSTLE DOES MANIFESTLY AND CLEARLY DECLARE THE RESURRECTION AND INCORRUPTION OF THE FLESH? AND THUS, SHALL THEY BE COMPELLED TO PUT A FALSE INTERPRETATION UPON PASSAGES SUCH AS THESE, THEY WHO DO NOT CHOOSE TO UNDERSTAND ONE CORRECTLY. 
CHAP. XIV.--UNLESS THE FLESH WERE TO BE SAVED, THE WORD WOULD NOT HAVE TAKEN UPON HIM FLESH OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE AS OURS: FROM THIS IT WOULD FOLLOW THAT NEITHER SHOULD WE HAVE BEEN RECONCILED BY HIM. 
1. AND INASMUCH AS THE APOSTLE HAS NOT PRONOUNCED AGAINST THE VERY SUBSTANCE OF FLESH AND BLOOD, THAT IT CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD, THE SAME APOSTLE HAS EVERYWHERE ADOPTED THE TERM "FLESH AND BLOOD" WITH REGARD TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, PARTLY INDEED TO ESTABLISH HIS HUMAN NATURE (FOR HE DID HIMSELF SPEAK OF HIMSELF AS THE SON OF MAN), AND PARTLY THAT HE MIGHT CONFIRM THE SALVATION OF OUR FLESH. FOR IF THE FLESH WERE NOT IN A POSITION TO BE SAVED, THE WORD OF GOD WOULD IN NO WISE HAVE BECOME FLESH. AND IF THE BLOOD OF THE RIGHTEOUS WERE NOT TO BE INQUIRED AFTER, THE LORD WOULD CERTAINLY NOT HAVE HAD BLOOD [IN HIS COMPOSITION]. BUT INASMUCH AS BLOOD CRIES OUT (VOCALIS EST) FROM THE BEGINNING [OF THE WORLD], GOD SAID TO CAIN, WHEN HE HAD SLAIN HIS BROTHER, "THE VOICE OF THY BROTHER'S BLOOD CRIETH TO ME."(4) AND AS THEIR BLOOD WILL BE INQUIRED AFTER, HE SAID TO THOSE WITH NOAH, "FOR YOUR BLOOD OF YOUR SOULS WILL I REQUIRE, [EVEN] FROM THE HAND OF ALL BEASTS;"(5) AND AGAIN, "WHOSOEVER WILL SHED MAN'S BLOOD,(6) IT SHALL BE SHED FOR HIS BLOOD." IN LIKE MANNER, TOO, DID THE LORD SAY TO THOSE WHO SHOULD AFTERWARDS SHED HIS BLOOD, "ALL RIGHTEOUS BLOOD SHALL BE REQUIRED WHICH IS SHED UPON THE EARTH, FROM THE BLOOD OF RIGHTEOUS ABEL TO THE BLOOD OF ZACHARIAS THE SON OF BARACHIAS, WHOM YE SLEW BETWEEN THE TEMPLE AND THE ALTAR. VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, ALL THESE THINGS SHALL COME UPON THIS GENERATION."(7) HE THUS POINTS OUT THE RECAPITULATION THAT SHOULD TAKE PLACE IN HIS OWN PERSON OF THE EFFUSION OF BLOOD FROM THE BEGINNING, OF ALL THE RIGHTEOUS MEN AND OF THE PROPHETS, AND THAT BY MEANS OF HIMSELF THERE SHOULD BE A REQUISITION OF THEIR BLOOD. NOW THIS [BLOOD] COULD NOT BE REQUIRED UNLESS IT ALSO HAD THE CAPABILITY OF BEING SAVED; NOR WOULD THE LORD HAVE SUMMED UP THESE THINGS IN HIMSELF, UNLESS HE HAD HIMSELF BEEN MADE FLESH AND BLOOD AFTER THE WAY OF THE ORIGINAL FORMATION [OF MAN], SAVING IN HIS OWN PERSON AT THE END THAT WHICH HAD IN THE BEGINNING PERISHED IN ADAM. 
2. BUT IF THE LORD BECAME INCARNATE FOR ANY OTHER ORDER OF THINGS, AND TOOK FLESH OF ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE, HE HAS NOT THEN SUMMED UP HUMAN NATURE IN HIS OWN PERSON, NOR IN THAT CASE CAN HE BE TERMED FLESH. FOR FLESH HAS BEEN TRULY MADE [TO CONSIST IN] A TRANSMISSION OF THAT THING MOLDED ORIGINALLY FROM THE DUST. BUT IF IT HAD BEEN NECESSARY FOR HIM TO DRAW THE MATERIAL [OF HIS BODY] FROM ANOTHER SUBSTANCE, THE FATHER WOULD AT THE BEGINNING HAVE MOLDED THE MATERIAL [OF FLESH] FROM A DIFFERENT SUBSTANCE [THAN FROM WHAT HE ACTUALLY DID]. BUT NOW THE CASE STANDS THUS, THAT THE WORD HAS SAVED THAT WHICH REALLY WAS [CREATED, VIZ.,] HUMANITY WHICH HAD PERISHED, EFFECTING BY MEANS OF HIMSELF THAT COMMUNION WHICH SHOULD BE HELD WITH IT, AND SEEKING OUT ITS SALVATION. BUT THE THING WHICH HAD PERISHED POSSESSED FLESH AND BLOOD. FOR THE LORD, TAKING DUST FROM THE EARTH, MOLDED MAN; AND IT WAS UPON HIS BEHALF THAT ALL THE DISPENSATION OF THE LORD'S ADVENT TOOK PLACE. HE HAD HIMSELF, THEREFORE, FLESH AND BLOOD, RECAPITULATING IN HIMSELF NOT A CERTAIN OTHER, BUT THAT ORIGINAL HANDIWORK OF THE FATHER, SEEKING OUT THAT THING WHICH HAD PERISHED. AND FOR THIS CAUSE THE APOSTLE, IN THE EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS, SAYS, "AND THOUGH YE WERE FORMERLY ALIENATED, AND ENEMIES TO HIS KNOWLEDGE BY EVIL WORKS, YET NOW YE HAVE BEEN RECONCILED IN THE BODY OF HIS FLESH, THROUGH HIS DEATH, TO PRESENT YOURSELVES HOLY AND CHASTE, AND WITHOUT FAULT IN HIS SIGHT."(8) HE SAYS, "YE HAVE BEEN RECONCILED IN THE BODY OF HIS FLESH," BECAUSE THE RIGHTEOUS FLESH HAS RECONCILED THAT FLESH WHICH WAS BEING KEPT UNDER BONDAGE IN SIN, AND BROUGHT IT INTO FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD. 
3. IF, THEN, ANY ONE ALLEGES THAT IN THIS RESPECT THE FLESH OF THE LORD WAS DIFFERENT FROM OURS, BECAUSE IT INDEED DID NOT COMMIT SIN, NEITHER WAS DECEIT FOUND IN HIS SOUL, WHILE WE, ON THE OTHER HAND, ARE SINNERS, HE SAYS WHAT IS THE FACT. BUT IF HE PRETENDS THAT THE, LORD POSSESSED ANOTHER SUBSTANCE OF FLESH, THE SAYINGS RESPECTING RECONCILIATION WILL NOT AGREE WITH THAT MAN. FOR THAT THING IS RECONCILED WHICH HAD FORMERLY BEEN IN ENMITY. NOW, IF THE LORD HAD TAKEN FLESH FROM ANOTHER SUBSTANCE, HE WOULD NOT, BY SO DOING, HAVE RECONCILED THAT ONE TO GOD WHICH HAD BECOME INIMICAL THROUGH TRANSGRESSION. BUT NOW, BY MEANS OF COMMUNION WITH HIMSELF, THE LORD HAS RECONCILED MAN TO GOD THE FATHER, IN RECONCILING US TO HIMSELF BY THE BODY OF HIS OWN FLESH, AND REDEEMING US BY HIS OWN BLOOD, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE EPHESIANS, "IN WHOM WE HAVE REDEMPTION THROUGH HIS BLOOD, THE REMISSION OF SINS;"(1) AND AGAIN TO THE SAME HE SAYS, "YE WHO FORMERLY WERE FAR OFF HAVE BEEN BROUGHT NEAR IN THE BLOOD OF CHRIST;"(2) AND AGAIN, "ABOLISHING IN HIS FLESH THE ENMITIES, [EVEN] THE LAW OF COMMANDMENTS [CONTAINED] IN ORDINANCES."(3) AND IN EVERY EPISTLE THE APOSTLE PLAINLY TESTIFIES, THAT THROUGH THE FLESH OF OUR LORD, AND THROUGH HIS BLOOD, WE HAVE BEEN SAVED. 
4. IF, THEREFORE, FLESH AND BLOOD ARE THE THINGS WHICH PROCURE FOR US LIFE, IT HAS NOT BEEN DECLARED OF FLESH AND BLOOD, IN THE LITERAL MEANING (PROPRIE) OF THE TERMS, THAT THEY CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD; BUT [THESE WORDS APPLY] TO THOSE CARNAL DEEDS ALREADY MENTIONED, WHICH, PERVERTING MAN TO SIN, DEPRIVE HIM OF LIFE. AND FOR THIS REASON HE SAYS, IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS: "LET NOT SIN, THEREFORE, REIGN IN YOUR MORTAL BODY, TO BE UNDER ITS CONTROL: NEITHER YIELD YE YOUR MEMBERS INSTRUMENTS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS UNTO SIN; BUT YIELD YOURSELVES TO GOD, AS BEING ALIVE FROM THE DEAD, AND YOUR MEMBERS AS INSTRUMENTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS UNTO GOD."(4) IN THESE SAME MEMBERS, THEREFORE, IN WHICH WE USED TO SERVE SIN, AND BRING FORTH FRUIT UNTO DEATH, DOES HE WISH US TO [BE OBEDIENT] UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT WE MAY BRING FORTH FRUIT UNTO LIFE. REMEMBER, THEREFORE, MY BELOVED FRIEND, THAT THOU HAST BEEN REDEEMED BY THE FLESH OF OUR LORD, RE-ESTABLISHED(5) BY HIS BLOOD; AND "HOLDING THE HEAD, FROM WHICH THE WHOLE BODY OF THE CHURCH, HAVING BEEN FITTED TOGETHER, TAKES INCREASE"(6)--THAT IS, ACKNOWLEDGING THE ADVENT IN THE FLESH OF THE SON OF GOD, AND [HIS] DIVINITY (DEUM), AND LOOKING FORWARD WITH CONSTANCY TO HIS HUMAN NATURE(7) (HOMINEM), AVAILING THYSELF ALSO OF THESE PROOFS DRAWN FROM SCRIPTURE--THOU DOST EASILY OVERTHROW, AS I HAVE POINTED OUT, ALL THOSE NOTIONS OF THE HERETICS WHICH WERE CONCOCTED AFTERWARDS. 
CHAP. XV.--PROOFS OF THE RESURRECTION FROM ISAIAH AND EZEKIEL; THE SAME GOD WHO CREATED US WILL ALSO RAISE US UP. 
1. NOW, THAT HE WHO AT THE BEGINNING CREATED MAN, DID PROMISE HIM A SECOND BIRTH AFTER HIS DISSOLUTION INTO EARTH, ESAIAS THUS DECLARES: "THE DEAD SHALL RISE AGAIN, AND THEY WHO ARE IN THE TOMBS SHALL ARISE, AND THEY WHO ARE IN THE EARTH SHALL REJOICE. FOR THE DEW WHICH IS FROM THEE IS HEALTH TO THEM."(8) AND AGAIN: "I WILL COMFORT YOU, AND YE SHALL BE COMFORTED IN JERUSALEM: AND YE SHALL SEE, AND YOUR HEART SHALL REJOICE, AND YOUR BONES SHALL FLOURISH AS THE GRASS; AND THE HAND OF THE LORD SHALL BE KNOWN TO THOSE WHO WORSHIP HIM."(9) AND EZEKIEL SPEAKS AS FOLLOWS: "AND THE HAND OF THE LORD CAME UPON ME, AND THE LORD LED ME FORTH IN THE SPIRIT, AND SET ME DOWN IN THE MIDST OF THE PLAIN, AND THIS PLACE WAS FULL OF BONES. AND HE CAUSED ME TO PASS BY THEM ROUND ABOUT: AND, BEHOLD, THERE WERE MANY UPON THE SURFACE OF THE PLAIN VERY DRY. AND HE SAID UNTO ME, SON OF MAN, CAN THESE BONES LIVE? AND I SAID, LORD, THOU WHO HAST MADE THEM DOST KNOW. AND HE SAID UNTO ME, PROPHESY UPON THESE BONES, AND THOU SHALT SAY TO THEM, YE DRY BONES, HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD. THUS, SAITH THE LORD TO THESE BONES, BEHOLD, I WILL CAUSE THE SPIRIT OF LIFE TO COME UPON YOU, AND I WILL LAY SINEWS UPON YOU, AND BRING UP FLESH AGAIN UPON YOU, AND I WILL STRETCH SKIN UPON YOU, AND WILL PUT MY SPIRIT INTO YOU, AND YE SHALL LIVE; AND YE SHALL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD. AND I PROPHESIED AS THE LORD HAD COMMANDED ME. AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN I WAS PROPHESYING, THAT, BEHOLD, AN EARTHQUAKE, AND THE BONES WERE DRAWN TOGETHER, EACH ONE TO ITS OWN ARTICULATION: AND I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE SINEWS AND FLESH WERE PRODUCED UPON THEM, AND THE SKINS ROSE UPON THEM ROUND ABOUT, BUT THERE WAS NO BREATH IN THEM. AND HE SAID UNTO ME, PROPHESY TO THE BREATH, SON OF MAN, AND SAY TO THE BREATH, THESE THINGS SAITH THE LORD, COME FROM THE FOUR WINDS (SPIRITIBUS), AND BREATHE UPON THESE DEAD, THAT THEY MAY LIVE. SO I PROPHESIED AS THE LORD HAD COMMANDED ME, AND THE BREATH ENTERED INTO THEM; AND THEY DID LIVE, AND STOOD UPON THEIR FEET, AN EXCEEDING GREAT GATHERING."(10) AND AGAIN HE SAYS, "THUS SAITH THE LORD, BEHOLD, I WILL SET YOUR GRAVES OPEN, AND CAUSE YOU TO COME OUT OF YOUR GRAVES, AND BRING YOU INTO THE LAND OF ISRAEL; AND YE SHALL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD, WHEN I SHALL OPEN YOUR SEPULCHERS, THAT I MAY BRING MY PEOPLE AGAIN OUT OF THE SEPULCHERS: AND I WILL PUT MY SPIRIT INTO YOU, AND YE SHALL LIVE; AND I WILL PLACE YOU IN YOUR LAND, AND YE SHALL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD. I HAVE SAID, AND I WILL DO, SAITH THE LORD." (1) AS WE AT ONCE PERCEIVE THAT THE CREATOR (DEMIURGO) IS IN THIS PASSAGE REPRESENTED AS VIVIFYING OUR DEAD BODIES, AND PROMISING RESURRECTION TO THEM, AND RESUSCITATION FROM THEIR SEPULCHERS AND TOMBS, CONFERRING UPON THEM IMMORTALITY ALSO (HE SAYS, "FOR AS THE TREE OF LIFE, SO SHALL THEIR DAYS BE"(2)), HE IS SHOWN TO BE THE ONLY GOD WHO ACCOMPLISHES THESE THINGS, AND AS HIMSELF THE GOOD FATHER, BENEVOLENTLY CONFERRING LIFE UPON THOSE WHO HAVE NOT LIFE FROM THEMSELVES. 
2. AND FOR THIS REASON DID THE LORD MOST PLAINLY MANIFEST HIMSELF AND THE FATHER TO HIS DISCIPLES, LEST, FORSOOTH, THEY MIGHT SEEK AFTER ANOTHER GOD BESIDES HIM WHO FORMED MAN, AND WHO GAVE HIM THE BREATH OF LIFE; AND THAT MEN MIGHT NOT RISE TO SUCH A PITCH OF MADNESS AS TO FEIGN ANOTHER FATHER ABOVE THE CREATOR. AND THUS, ALSO HE HEALED BY A WORD ALL THE OTHERS WHO WERE IN A WEAKLY CONDITION BECAUSE OF SIN; TO WHOM ALSO HE SAID, "BEHOLD, THOU ART MADE WHOLE, SIN NO MORE, LEST A WORSE THING COME UPON THEE:"(3) POINTING OUT BY THIS, THAT, BECAUSE OF THE SIN OF DISOBEDIENCE, INFIRMITIES HAVE COME UPON MEN. TO THAT MAN, HOWEVER, WHO HAD BEEN BLIND FROM HIS BIRTH, HE GAVE SIGHT, NOT BY MEANS OF A WORD, BUT BY AN OUTWARD ACTION; DOING THIS NOT WITHOUT A PURPOSE, OR BECAUSE IT SO HAPPENED, BUT THAT HE MIGHT SHOW FORTH THE HAND OF GOD, THAT WHICH AT THE BEGINNING HAD MOLDED MAN. AND THEREFORE, WHEN HIS DISCIPLES ASKED HIM FOR WHAT CAUSE THE MAN HAD BEEN BORN BLIND, WHETHER FOR HIS OWN OR HIS PARENTS' FAULT, HE REPLIED, "NEITHER HATH THIS MAN SINNED, NOR HIS PARENTS, BUT THAT THE WORKS OF GOD SHOULD BE MADE MANIFEST IN HIM."(4) NOW THE WORK OF GOD IS THE FASHIONING OF MAN. FOR, AS THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, HE MADE [MAN] BY A KIND OF PROCESS: "AND THE LORD TOOK DAY FROM THE EARTH, AND FORMED MAN."(5) WHEREFORE ALSO THE LORD SPAT ON THE GROUND AND MADE CLAY, AND SMEARED IT UPON THE EYES, POINTING OUT THE ORIGINAL FASHIONING [OF MAN], HOW IT WAS EFFECTED, AND MANIFESTING THE HAND OF GOD TO THOSE WHO CAN UNDERSTAND BY WHAT [HAND] MAN WAS FORMED OUT OF THE DUST. FOR THAT WHICH THE ARTIFICER, THE WORD, HAD OMITTED TO FORM IN THE WOMB, [VIZ., THE BLIND MAN'S EYES], HE THEN SUPPLIED IN PUBLIC, THAT THE WORKS OF GOD MIGHT BE MANIFESTED IN HIM, IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT NOT BE SEEKING OUT ANOTHER HAND BY WHICH MAN WAS FASHIONED, NOR ANOTHER FATHER; KNOWING THAT THIS HAND OF GOD WHICH FORMED US AT THE BEGINNING, AND WHICH DOES FORM US IN THE WOMB, HAS IN THE LAST TIMES SOUGHT US OUT WHO WERE LOST, WINNING BACK HIS OWN, AND TAKING UP THE LOST SHEEP UPON HIS SHOULDERS, AND WITH JOY RESTORING IT TO THE FOLD OF LIFE. 
3. NOW, THAT THE WORD OF GOD FORMS US IN THE WOMB, HE SAYS TO JEREMIAH, "BEFORE I FORMED THEE IN THE WOMB, I KNEW THEE; AND BEFORE THOU WENTEST FORTH FROM THE BELLY, I SANCTIFIED THEE, AND APPOINTED THEE A PROPHET AMONG THE NATIONS." (6) AND PAUL, TOO, SAYS IN LIKE MANNER, "BUT WHEN IT PLEASED GOD, WHO SEPARATED ME FROM MY MOTHER'S WOMB, THAT I MIGHT DECLARE HIM AMONG THE NATIONS."(7) AS, THEREFORE, WE ARE BY THE WORD FORMED IN THE WOMB, THIS VERY SAME WORD FORMED THE VISUAL POWER IN HIM WHO HAD BEEN BLIND FROM HIS BIRTH; SHOWING OPENLY WHO IT IS THAT FASHIONS US IN SECRET, SINCE THE WORD HIMSELF HAD BEEN MADE MANIFEST TO MEN: AND DECLARING THE ORIGINAL FORMATION OF ADAM, AND THE MANNER IN WHICH HE WAS CREATED, AND BY WHAT HAND HE WAS FASHIONED, INDICATING THE WHOLE FROM A PART. FOR THE LORD WHO FORMED THE VISUAL POWERS IS HE WHO MADE THE WHOLE MAN, CARRYING OUT THE WILL OF THE FATHER. AND INASMUCH AS MAN, WITH RESPECT TO THAT FORMATION WHICH, WAS AFTER ADAM, HAVING FALLEN INTO TRANSGRESSION, NEEDED THE LAYER OF REGENERATION, [THE LORD] SAID TO HIM [UPON WHOM HE HAD CONFERRED SIGHT], AFTER HE HAD SMEARED HIS EYES WITH THE CLAY, "GO TO SILOAM, AND WASH;"(8) THUS RESTORING TO HIM BOTH [HIS PERFECT] CONFIRMATION, AND THAT REGENERATION WHICH TAKES PLACE BY MEANS OF THE LAYER. AND FOR THIS REASON, WHEN HE WAS WASHED, HE CAME SEEING, THAT HE MIGHT BOTH KNOW HIM WHO HAD FASHIONED HIM, AND THAT MAN MIGHT LEARN [TO KNOW] HIM WHO HAS CONFERRED UPON HIM LIFE. 
4. ALL THE FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS, THEREFORE, LOSE THEIR CASE, WHEN THEY SAY THAT MAN WAS NOT FASHIONED OUT OF THIS EARTH, BUT FROM A FLUID AND DIFFUSED SUBSTANCE. FOR, FROM THE EARTH OUT OF WHICH THE LORD FORMED EYES FOR THAT MAN, FROM THE SAME EARTH IT IS EVIDENT THAT MAN WAS ALSO FASHIONED AT THE BEGINNING. FOR IT WERE INCOMPATIBLE THAT THE EYES SHOULD INDEED BE FORMED FROM ONE SOURCE AND THE REST OF THE BODY FROM ANOTHER; AS NEITHER WOULD IT BE COMPATIBLE THAT ONE [BEING] FASHIONED THE BODY, AND ANOTHER THE EYES. BUT HE, THE VERY SAME WHO FORMED ADAM AT THE BEGINNING, WITH WHOM ALSO THE FATHER SPAKE, [SAYING], "LET US MAKE MAN AFTER OUR IMAGE AND LIKENESS,"(9) REVEALING HIMSELF IN THESE LAST TIMES TO MEN, FORMED VISUAL ORGANS (VISIONEM) FOR HIM WHO HAD BEEN BLIND [IN THAT BODY WHICH HE HAD DERIVED] FROM ADAM. WHEREFORE ALSO THE SCRIPTURE, POINTING OUT WHAT SHOULD COME TO PASS, SAYS, THAT WHEN ADAM HAD HID HIMSELF BECAUSE OF HIS DISOBEDIENCE, THE LORD CAME TO HIM AT EVENTIDE, CALLED HIM FORTH, AND SAID, "WHERE ART THOU?"(1) THAT MEANS THAT IN THE LAST TIMES THE VERY SAME WORD OF GOD CAME TO CALL MAN, REMINDING HIM OF HIS DOINGS, LIVING IN WHICH HE HAD BEEN HIDDEN FROM THE LORD. FOR JUST AS AT THAT TIME GOD SPAKE TO ADAM AT EVENTIDE, SEARCHING HIM OUT; SO, IN THE LAST TIMES, BY MEANS OF THE SAME VOICE, SEARCHING OUT HIS POSTERITY, HE HAS VISITED THEM. 
CHAP. XVI.--SINCE OUR BODIES RETURN TO THE EARTH, IT FOLLOWS THAT THEY HAVE THEIR SUBSTANCE FROM IT; ALSO, BY THE ADVENT OF THE WORD, THE IMAGE OF GOD IN US APPEARED IN A CLEARER LIGHT. 
1. AND SINCE ADAM WAS MOLDED FROM THIS EARTH TO WHICH WE BELONG, THE SCRIPTURE TELLS US THAT GOD SAID TO HIM, "IN THE SWEAT OF THY FACE SHALL THOU EAT THY BREAD, UNTIL THOU TURNEST AGAIN TO THE DUST FROM WHENCE THOU WEFT TAKEN."(2) IF THEN, AFTER DEATH, OUR BODIES RETURN TO ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE, IT FOLLOWS THAT FROM IT ALSO THEY HAVE THEIR SUBSTANCE. BUT IF IT BE INTO THIS VERY [EARTH], IT IS MANIFEST THAT IT WAS ALSO FROM IT THAT MAN'S FRAME WAS CREATED; AS ALSO THE LORD CLEARLY SHOWED, WHEN FROM THIS VERY SUBSTANCE HE FORMED EYES FOR THE MAN [TO WHOM HE GAVE SIGHT]. AND THUS WAS THE HAND OF GOD PLAINLY SHOWN FORTH, BY WHICH ADAM WAS FASHIONED, AND WE TOO HAVE BEEN FORMED; AND SINCE THERE IS ONE AND THE SAME FATHER, WHOSE VOICE FROM THE BEGINNING EVEN TO THE END IS PRESENT WITH HIS HANDIWORK, AND THE SUBSTANCE FROM WHICH WE WERE FORMED IS PLAINLY DECLARED THROUGH THE GOSPEL, WE SHOULD THEREFORE NOT SEEK AFTER ANOTHER FATHER BESIDES HIM, NOR [LOOK FOR] ANOTHER SUBSTANCE FROM WHICH WE HAVE BEEN FORMED, BESIDES WHAT WAS MENTIONED BEFOREHAND, AND SHOWN FORTH BY THE LORD; NOR ANOTHER HAND OF GOD BESIDES THAT WHICH, FROM THE BEGINNING EVEN TO THE END, FORMS US AND PREPARES US FOR LIFE, AND IS PRESENT WITH HIS HANDIWORK, AND PERFECTS IT AFTER THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD. 
2. AND THEN, AGAIN, THIS WORD WAS MANIFESTED WHEN THE WORD OF GOD WAS MADE MAN, ASSIMILATING HIMSELF TO MAN, AND MAN TO HIMSELF, SO THAT BY MEANS OF HIS RESEMBLANCE TO THE SON, MAN MIGHT BECOME PRECIOUS TO THE FATHER. FOR IN TIMES LONG PAST, IT WAS SAID THAT MAN WAS CREATED AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD, BUT IT WAS NOT [ACTUALLY] SHOWN; FOR THE WORD WAS AS YET INVISIBLE, AFTER WHOSE IMAGE MAN WAS CREATED, WHEREFORE ALSO HE DID EASILY LOSE THE SIMILITUDE. WHEN, HOWEVER, THE WORD OF GOD BECAME FLESH, HE CONFIRMED BOTH THESE: FOR HE BOTH SHOWED FORTH THE IMAGE TRULY, SINCE HE BECAME HIMSELF WHAT WAS HIS IMAGE; AND HE RE-ESTABLISHED THE SIMILITUDE AFTER A SURE MANNER, BY ASSIMILATING MAN TO THE INVISIBLE FATHER THROUGH MEANS OF THE VISIBLE WORD. 
3. AND NOT BY THE AFORESAID THINGS ALONE HAS THE LORD MANIFESTED HIMSELF, BUT [HE HAS DONE THIS] ALSO BY MEANS OF HIS PASSION. FOR DOING AWAY WITH [THE EFFECTS OF] THAT DISOBEDIENCE OF MAN WHICH HAD TAKEN PLACE AT THE BEGINNING BY THE OCCASION OF A TREE, "HE BECAME OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH, EVEN THE DEATH OF THE CROSS;"(3) RECTIFYING THAT DISOBEDIENCE WHICH HAD OCCURRED BY REASON OF A TREE, THROUGH THAT OBEDIENCE WHICH WAS [WROUGHT OUT] UPON THE TREE [OF THE CROSS]. NOW HE WOULD NOT HAVE COME TO DO AWAY, BY MEANS OF THAT SAME [IMAGE], THE DISOBEDIENCE WHICH HAD BEEN INCURRED TOWARDS OUR MAKER IF HE PROCLAIMED ANOTHER FATHER. BUT INASMUCH AS IT WAS BY THESE THINGS THAT WE DISOBEYED GOD, AND DID NOT GIVE CREDIT TO HIS WORD, SO WAS IT ALSO BY THESE SAME THAT HE BROUGHT IN OBEDIENCE AND CONSENT AS RESPECTS HIS WORD; BY WHICH THINGS HE CLEARLY SHOWS FORTH GOD HIMSELF, WHOM INDEED WE HAD OFFENDED IN THE FIRST ADAM, WHEN HE DID NOT PERFORM HIS COMMANDMENT. IN THE SECOND ADAM, HOWEVER, WE ARE RECONCILED, BEING MADE OBEDIENT EVEN UNTO DEATH. FOR WE WERE DEBTORS TO NONE OTHER BUT TO HIM WHOSE COMMANDMENT WE HAD TRANSGRESSED AT THE BEGINNING. 
CHAP. XVII.--THERE IS BUT ONE LORD AND ONE GOD, THE FATHER AND CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, WHO HAS LOVED US IN CHRIST, GIVEN US COMMANDMENTS, AND REMITTED OUR SINS; WHOSE SON AND WORD CHRIST PROVED HIMSELF TO BE, WHEN HE FORGAVE OUR SINS. 
1. NOW THIS BEING IS THE CREATOR (DEMIURGUS), WHO IS, IN RESPECT OF HIS LOVE, THE FATHER; BUT IN RESPECT OF HIS POWER, HE IS LORD; AND IN RESPECT OF HIS WISDOM, OUR MAKER AND FASHIONER; BY TRANSGRESSING WHOSE COMMANDMENT WE BECAME HIS ENEMIES. AND THEREFORE, IN THE LAST TIMES THE LORD HAS RESTORED US INTO FRIENDSHIP THROUGH HIS INCARNATION, HAVING BECOME "THE MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD AND MEN;"(4) PROPITIATING INDEED FOR US THE FATHER AGAINST WHOM WE HAD SINNED, AND CANCELLING (CONSOLATUS) OUR DISOBEDIENCE BY HIS OWN OBEDIENCE; CONFERRING ALSO UPON US THE GIFT OF COMMUNION WITH, AND SUBJECTION TO, OUR MAKER. FOR THIS REASON ALSO, HE HAS TAUGHT US TO SAY IN PRAYER, "AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS;"(5) SINCE INDEED HE IS OUR FATHER, WHOSE DEBTORS WE WERE, HAVING TRANSGRESSED HIS COMMANDMENTS. BUT WHO IS THIS BEING? IS HE SOME UNKNOWN ONE, AND A FATHER WHO GIVES NO COMMANDMENT TO ANY ONE? OR IS HE THE GOD WHO IS PROCLAIMED IN THE SCRIPTURES, TO WHOM WE WERE DEBTORS, HAVING TRANSGRESSED HIS COMMANDMENT? NOW THE COMMANDMENT WAS GIVEN TO MAN BY THE WORD. FOR ADAM, IT IS SAID, "HEARD THE VOICE OF THE LORD GOD."(1) RIGHTLY THEN DOES HIS WORD SAY TO MAN, "THY SINS ARE FORGIVEN THEE;"(2) HE, THE SAME AGAINST WHOM WE HAD SINNED IN THE BEGINNING, GRANTS FORGIVENESS OF SINS IN THE END. BUT IF INDEED WE HAD DISOBEYED THE COMMAND OF ANY OTHER, WHILE IT WAS A DIFFERENT BEING WHO SAID, "THY SINS ARE FORGIVEN THEE;"(2) SUCH AN ONE IS NEITHER GOOD, NOR TRUE, NOR JUST. FOR HOW CAN HE BE GOOD, WHO DOES NOT GIVE FROM WHAT BELONGS TO HIMSELF? OR HOW CAN HE BE JUST, WHO SNATCHES AWAY THE GOODS OF ANOTHER? AND IN WHAT WAY CAN SINS BE TRULY REMITTED, UNLESS THAT HE AGAINST WHOM WE HAVE SINNED HAS HIMSELF GRANTED REMISSION "THROUGH THE BOWELS OF MERCY OF OUR GOD," IN WHICH "HE HAS VISITED US"(3) THROUGH HIS SON? 
2. AND THEREFORE, WHEN HE HAD HEALED THE MAN SICK OF THE PALSY, [THE EVANGELIST] SAYS "THE PEOPLE UPON SEEING IT GLORIFIED GOD, WHO GAVE SUCH POWER UNTO MEN."(4) WHAT GOD, THEN, DID THE BYSTANDERS GLORIFY? WAS IT INDEED THAT UNKNOWN FATHER INVENTED BY THE HERETICS? AND HOW COULD THEY GLORIFY HIM WHO WAS ALTOGETHER UNKNOWN TO THEM? IT IS EVIDENT, THEREFORE, THAT THE ISRAELITES GLORIFIED HIM WHO HAS BEEN PROCLAIMED AS GOD BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, WHO IS ALSO THE FATHER OF OUR LORD; AND THEREFORE, HE TAUGHT MEN, BY THE EVIDENCE OF THEIR SENSES THROUGH THOSE SIGNS WHICH HE ACCOMPLISHED, TO GIVE GLORY TO GOD. IF, HOWEVER, HE HIMSELF HAD COME FROM ANOTHER FATHER, AND MEN GLORIFIED A DIFFERENT FATHER WHEN THEY BEHELD HIS MIRACLES, HE [IN THAT CASE] RENDERED THE UNGRATEFUL TO THAT FATHER WHO HAD SENT THE GIFT OF HEALING. BUT AS THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON HAD COME FOR MAN'S SALVATION FROM HIM WHO IS GOD, HE DID BOTH STIR UP THE INCREDULOUS BY THE MIRACLES WHICH HE WAS IN THE HABIT OF WORKING, TO GIVE GLORY TO THE FATHER; AND TO THE PHARISEES, WHO DID NOT ADMIT THE ADVENT OF HIS SON, AND WHO CONSEQUENTLY DID NOT BELIEVE IN THE REMISSION [OF SINS] WHICH WAS CONFERRED BY HIM, HE SAID, "THAT YE MAY KNOW THAT THE SON OF MAN HATH POWER TO FORGIVE SINS."(5) AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE COMMANDED THE PARALYTIC MAN TO TAKE UP THE PALLET UPON WHICH HE WAS LYING, AND GO INTO HIS HOUSE. BY THIS WORK OF HIS HE CONFOUNDED THE UNBELIEVERS, AND SHOWED THAT HE IS HIMSELF THE VOICE OF GOD, BY WHICH MAN RECEIVED COMMANDMENTS, WHICH HE BROKE, AND BECAME A SINNER; FOR THE PARALYSIS FOLLOWED AS A CONSEQUENCE OF SINS. 
3. THEREFORE, BY REMITTING SINS, HE DID INDEED HEAL MAN, WHILE HE ALSO MANIFESTED HIMSELF WHO HE WAS. FOR IF NO ONE CAN FORGIVE SINS BUT GOD ALONE, WHILE THE LORD REMITTED THEM AND HEALED MEN, IT IS PLAIN THAT HE WAS HIMSELF THE WORD OF GOD MADE THE SON OF MAN, RECEIVING FROM THE FATHER THE POWER OF REMISSION OF SINS; SINCE HE WAS MAN, AND SINCE HE WAS GOD, IN ORDER THAT SINCE AS MAN HE SUFFERED FOR US, SO AS GOD HE MIGHT HAVE COMPASSION ON US, AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS, IN WHICH WE WERE MADE DEBTORS TO GOD OUR CREATOR. AND THEREFORE, DAVID SAID BEFOREHAND, "BLESSED ARE THEY WHOSE INIQUITIES ARE FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS ARE COVERED. BLESSED IS THE MAN TO WHOM THE LORD HAS NOT IMPUTED SIN;"(6) POINTING OUT THUS THAT REMISSION OF SINS WHICH FOLLOWS UPON HIS ADVENT, BY WHICH "HE HAS DESTROYED THE HANDWRITING" OF OUR DEBT, AND "FASTENED IT TO THE CROSS;"(7) SO THAT AS BY MEANS OF A TREE WE WERE MADE DEBTORS TO GOD, [SO ALSO] BY MEANS OF A TREE WE MAY OBTAIN THE REMISSION OF OUR DEBT. 
3. THIS FACT HAS BEEN STRIKINGLY SET FORTH BY MANY OTHERS, AND ESPECIALLY THROUGH MEANS OF ELISHA THE PROPHET. FOR WHEN HIS FELLOW-PROPHETS WERE HEWING WOOD FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A TABERNACLE, AND WHEN THE IRON [HEAD], SHAKEN LOOSE FROM THE AXE, HAD FALLEN INTO THE JORDAN AND COULD NOT BE FOUND BY THEM, UPON ELISHA'S COMING TO THE PLACE, AND LEARNING WHAT HAD HAPPENED, HE THREW SOME WOOD INTO THE WATER. THEN, WHEN HE HAD DONE THIS, THE IRON PART OF THE AXE FLOATED UP, AND THEY TOOK UP FROM THE SURFACE OF THE WATER WHAT THEY HAD PREVIOUSLY LOST.(8) BY THIS ACTION THE PROPHET POINTED OUT THAT THE SURE WORD OF GOD, WHICH WE HAD NEGLIGENTLY LOST BY MEANS OF A TREE, AND WERE NOT IN THE WAY OF FINDING AGAIN, WE SHOULD RECEIVE ANEW BY THE DISPENSATION OF A TREE, [VIZ., THE CROSS OF CHRIST]. FOR THAT THE WORD OF GOD IS LIKENED TO AN AXE, JOHN THE BAPTIST DECLARES [WHEN HE SAYS] IN REFERENCE TO IT, "BUT NOW ALSO IS THE AXE LAID TO THE ROOT OF THE TREES."(9) JEREMIAH ALSO SAYS TO THE SAME PURPORT: "THE WORD OF GOD CLEAVETH THE ROCK AS AN AXE."(10) THIS WORD, THEN, WHAT WAS HIDDEN FROM US, DID THE DISPENSATION OF THE TREE MAKE MANIFEST, AS I HAVE ALREADY REMARKED. FOR AS WE LOST IT BY MEANS OF A TREE, BY MEANS OF A TREE AGAIN WAS IT MADE MANIFEST TO ALL, SHOWING THE HEIGHT, THE LENGTH, THE BREADTH, THE DEPTH IN ITSELF; AND, AS A CERTAIN MAN AMONG OUR PREDECESSORS OBSERVED, "THROUGH THE EXTENSION OF THE HANDS OF A DIVINE PERSON,(11) GATHERING TOGETHER THE TWO PEOPLES TO ONE GOD." FOR THESE WERE TWO HANDS, BECAUSE THERE WERE TWO PEOPLES SCATTERED TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH; BUT THERE WAS ONE HEAD IN THE MIDDLE, AS THERE IS BUT ONE GOD, WHO IS ABOVE ALL, AND THROUGH ALL, AND IN US ALL. 
CHAP. XVIII.--GOD THE FATHER AND HIS WORD HAVE FORMED ALL CREATED THINGS (WHICH THEY USE) BY THEIR OWN POWER AND WISDOM, NOT OUT OF DEFECT OR IGNORANCE. THE SON OF GOD, WHO RECEIVED ALL POWER FROM THE FATHER, WOULD OTHERWISE NEVER HAVE TAKEN FLESH UPON HIM. 
1. AND SUCH OR SO IMPORTANT A DISPENSATION HE DID NOT BRING ABOUT BY MEANS OF THE CREATIONS OF OTHERS, BUT BY HIS OWN; NEITHER BY THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE CREATED OUT OF IGNORANCE AND DEFECT, BUT BY THOSE WHICH HAD THEIR SUBSTANCE FROM THE WISDOM AND POWER OF HIS FATHER. FOR HE WAS NEITHER UNRIGHTEOUS, SO THAT HE SHOULD COVET THE PROPERTY OF ANOTHER; NOR NEEDY, THAT HE COULD NOT BY HIS OWN MEANS IMPART LIFE TO HIS OWN, AND MAKE USE OF HIS OWN CREATION FOR THE SALVATION OF MAN. FOR INDEED THE CREATION COULD NOT HAVE SUSTAINED HIM [ON THE CROSS], IF HE HAD SENT FORTH [SIMPLY BY COMMISSION] WHAT WAS THE FRUIT OF IGNORANCE AND DEFECT. NOW WE HAVE REPEATEDLY SHOWN THAT THE INCARNATE WORD OF GOD WAS SUSPENDED UPON A TREE, AND EVEN THE VERY HERETICS DO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HE WAS CRUCIFIED. HOW, THEN, COULD THE FRUIT OF IGNORANCE AND DEFECT SUSTAIN HIM WHO CONTAINS THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL THINGS, AND IS TRUE AND PERFECT? OR HOW COULD THAT CREATION WHICH WAS CONCEALED FROM THE FATHER, AND FAR REMOVED FROM HIM, HAVE SUSTAINED HIS WORD? AND IF THIS WORLD WERE MADE BY THE ANGELS (IT MATTERS NOT WHETHER WE SUPPOSE THEIR IGNORANCE OR THEIR COGNIZANCE OF THE SUPREME GOD), WHEN THE LORD DECLARED, "FOR I AM IN THE FATHER, AND THE FATHER IN ME,"(1) HOW COULD THIS WORKMANSHIP OF THE ANGELS HAVE BORNE TO BE BURDENED AT ONCE WITH THE FATHER AND THE SON? HOW, AGAIN, COULD THAT CREATION WHICH IS BEYOND THE PLEROMA HAVE CONTAINED HIM WHO CONTAINS THE ENTIRE PLEROMA? INASMUCH, THEN, AS ALL THESE THINGS ARE IMPOSSIBLE AND INCAPABLE OF PROOF, THAT PREACHING OF THE CHURCH IS ALONE TRUE [WHICH PROCLAIMS] THAT HIS OWN CREATION BARE HIM, WHICH SUBSISTS BY THE POWER, THE SKILL, AND THE WISDOM OF GOD; WHICH IS SUSTAINED, INDEED, AFTER AN INVISIBLE MANNER BY THE FATHER, BUT, ON THE CONTRARY, AFTER A VISIBLE MANNER IT BORE HIS WORD: AND THIS IS THE TRUE [WORD]. 
2. FOR THE FATHER BEARS THE CREATION AND HIS OWN WORD SIMULTANEOUSLY, AND THE WORD BORNE BY THE FATHER GRANTS THE SPIRIT TO ALL AS THE FATHER WILLS.(2) TO SOME HE GIVES AFTER THE MANNER OF CREATION WHAT IS MADE;(3) BUT TO OTHERS [HE GIVES] AFTER THE MANNER OF ADOPTION, THAT IS, WHAT IS FROM GOD, NAMELY GENERATION. AND THUS, ONE GOD THE FATHER IS DECLARED, WHO IS ABOVE ALL, AND THROUGH ALL, AND IN ALL. THE FATHER IS INDEED ABOVE ALL, AND HE IS THE HEAD OF CHRIST; BUT THE WORD IS THROUGH ALL THINGS, AND IS HIMSELF THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH; WHILE THE SPIRIT IS IN US ALL, AND HE IS THE LIVING WATER,(4) WHICH THE LORD GRANTS TO THOSE WHO RIGHTLY BELIEVE IN HIM, AND LOVE HIM, AND WHO KNOW THAT "THERE IS ONE FATHER, WHO IS ABOVE ALL, AND THROUGH ALL, AND IN US ALL."(5) AND TO THESE THINGS DOES JOHN ALSO, THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD, BEAR WITNESS, WHEN HE SPEAKS THUS IN THE GOSPEL: "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD. THIS WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD. ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOTHING MADE."(6) AND THEN HE SAID OF THE WORD HIMSELF: "HE WAS IN THE WORLD, AND THE WORLD WAS MADE BY HIM, AND THE WORLD KNEW HIM NOT. TO HIS OWN THINGS HE CAME, AND HIS OWN PEOPLE RECEIVED HIM NOT. HOWEVER, AS MANY AS DID RECEIVE HIM, TO THESE GAVE HE POWER TO BECOME THE SONS OF GOD, TO THOSE THAT BELIEVE IN HIS NAME."(7) AND AGAIN, SHOWING THE DISPENSATION WITH REGARD TO HIS HUMAN NATURE, JOHN SAID: "AND THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH, AND DWELT AMONG US."(8) AND IN CONTINUATION HE SAYS, "AND WE BEHELD HIS GLORY, THE GLORY AS OF THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN BY THE FATHER, FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH." HE THUS PLAINLY POINTS OUT TO THOSE WILLING TO HEAR, THAT IS, TO THOSE HAVING EARS, THAT THERE IS ONE GOD, THE FATHER OVER ALL, AND ONE WORD OF GOD, WHO IS THROUGH ALL, BY WHOM ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN MADE; AND THAT THIS WORLD BELONGS TO HIM, AND WAS MADE BY HIM, ACCORDING TO THE FATHER'S WILL, AND NOT BY ANGELS; NOR BY APOSTASY, DEFECT, AND IGNORANCE; NOR BY ANY POWER OF PRUNICUS, WHOM CERTAIN OF THEM ALSO CALL "THE MOTHER;" NOR BY ANY OTHER MAKER OF THE WORLD IGNORANT OF THE FATHER. 
3. FOR THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD IS TRULY THE WORD OF GOD: AND THIS IS OUR LORD, WHO IN THE LAST TIMES WAS MADE MAN, EXISTING IN THIS WORLD, AND WHO IN AN INVISIBLE MANNER CONTAINS ALL THINGS CREATED, AND IS INHERENT IN THE ENTIRE CREATION, SINCE THE WORD OF GOD GOVERNS AND ARRANGES ALL THINGS; AND THEREFORE HE CAME TO HIS OWN IN A VISIBLE(1) MANNER, AND WAS MADE FLESH, AND HUNG UPON THE TREE, THAT HE MIGHT SUM UP ALL THINGS IN HIMSELF. "AND HIS OWN PECULIAR PEOPLE DID NOT RECEIVE HIM," AS MOSES DECLARED THIS VERY THING AMONG THE PEOPLE: "AND THY LIFE SHALL BE HANGING BEFORE THINE EYES, AND THOU WILT NOT BELIEVE THY LIFE."(2) THOSE THEREFORE WHO DID NOT RECEIVE HIM DID NOT RECEIVE LIFE. "BUT TO AS MANY AS RECEIVED HIM, TO THEM GAVE HE POWER TO BECOME THE SONS OF GOD."(3) FOR IT IS HE WHO HAS POWER FROM THE FATHER OVER ALL THINGS, SINCE HE IS THE WORD OF GOD, AND VERY MAN, COMMUNICATING WITH INVISIBLE BEINGS AFTER THE MANNER OF THE INTELLECT, AND APPOINTING A LAW OBSERVABLE TO THE OUTWARD SENSES, THAT ALL THINGS SHOULD CONTINUE EACH IN ITS OWN ORDER; AND HE REIGNS MANIFESTLY OVER THINGS VISIBLE AND PERTAINING TO MEN; AND BRINGS IN JUST JUDGMENT AND WORTHY UPON ALL; AS DAVID ALSO, CLEARLY POINTING TO THIS, SAYS, "OUR GOD SHALL OPENLY COME, AND WILL NOT KEEP SILENCE."(4) THEN HE SHOWS ALSO THE JUDGMENT WHICH IS BROUGHT IN BY HIM, SAYING, "A FIRE SHALL BURN IN HIS SIGHT, AND A STRONG TEMPEST SHALL RAGE ROUND ABOUT HIM. HE SHALL CALL UPON THE HEAVEN FROM ABOVE, AND THE EARTH, TO JUDGE HIS PEOPLE." 
CHAP. XIX.--A COMPARISON IS INSTITUTED BETWEEN THE DISOBEDIENT AND SINNING EVE AND THE VIRGIN MARY, HER PATRONESS. VARIOUS AND DISCORDANT HERESIES ARE MENTIONED. 
1. THAT THE LORD THEN WAS MANIFESTLY COMING TO HIS OWN THINGS, AND WAS SUSTAINING THEM BY MEANS OF THAT CREATION WHICH IS SUPPORTED BY HIMSELF, AND WAS MAKING A RECAPITULATION OF THAT DISOBEDIENCE WHICH HAD OCCURRED IN CONNECTION WITH A TREE, THROUGH THE OBEDIENCE WHICH WAS [EXHIBITED BY HIMSELF WHEN HE HUNG] UPON A TREE, [THE EFFECTS] ALSO OF THAT DECEPTION BEING DONE AWAY WITH, BY WHICH THAT VIRGIN EVE, WHO WAS ALREADY ESPOUSED TO A MAN, WAS UNHAPPILY MISLED,-- WAS HAPPILY ANNOUNCED, THROUGH MEANS OF THE TRUTH [SPOKEN] BY THE ANGEL TO THE VIRGIN MARY, WHO WAS [ALSO ESPOUSED] TO A MAN.(5) FOR JUST AS THE FORMER WAS LED ASTRAY BY THE WORD OF AN ANGEL, SO THAT SHE FLED FROM GOD WHEN SHE HAD TRANSGRESSED HIS WORD; SO DID THE LATTER, BY AN ANGELIC COMMUNICATION, RECEIVE THE GLAD TIDINGS THAT SHE SHOULD SUSTAIN (PORTARET) GOD, BEING OBEDIENT TO HIS WORD. AND IF THE FORMER DID DISOBEY GOD, YET THE LATTER WAS PERSUADED TO BE OBEDIENT TO GOD, IN ORDER THAT THE VIRGIN MARY MIGHT BECOME THE PATRONESS(6) (ADVOCATA) OF THE VIRGIN EVE. AND THUS, AS THE HUMAN RACE FELL INTO BONDAGE TO DEATH BY MEANS OF A VIRGIN, SO IS IT RESCUED BY A VIRGIN; VIRGINAL DISOBEDIENCE HAVING BEEN BALANCED IN THE OPPOSITE SCALE BY VIRGINAL OBEDIENCE. FOR IN THE SAME WAY THE SIN OF THE FIRST CREATED MAN (PROTOPLASTI) RECEIVES AMENDMENT BY THE CORRECTION OF THE FIRST- BEGOTTEN, AND THE COMING OF THE SERPENT IS CONQUERED BY THE HARMLESSNESS OF THE DOVE, THOSE BONDS BEING UNLOOSED BY WHICH WE HAD BEEN FAST BOUND TO DEATH. 
2. THE HERETICS BEING ALL UNLEARNED AND IGNORANT OF GOD'S ARRANGEMENTS, AND NOT ACQUAINTED WITH THAT DISPENSATION BY WHICH HE TOOK UPON HIM HUMAN NATURE (INSCII EJUS QUOE EST SECUNDUM HOMINEM DISPENSATIONIS), INASMUCH AS THEY BLIND THEMSELVES WITH REGARD TO THE TRUTH, DO IN FACT SPEAK AGAINST THEIR OWN SALVATION. SOME OF THEM INTRODUCE ANOTHER FATHER BESIDES THE CREATOR; SOME, AGAIN, SAY THAT THE WORLD AND ITS SUBSTANCE WAS MADE BY CERTAIN ANGELS; CERTAIN OTHERS [MAINTAIN] THAT IT WAS WIDELY SEPARATED BY HOROS(7) FROM HIM WHOM THEY REPRESENT AS BEING THE FATHER--THAT IT SPRANG FORTH (FLORUISSE) OF ITSELF, AND FROM ITSELF WAS BORN. THEN, AGAIN, OTHERS [OF THEM ASSERT] THAT IT OBTAINED SUBSTANCE IN THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE CONTAINED BY THE FATHER, FROM DEFECT AND IGNORANCE; OTHERS STILL, DESPISE THE ADVENT OF THE LORD MANIFEST [TO THE SENSES], FOR THEY DO NOT ADMIT HIS INCARNATION; WHILE OTHERS, IGNORING THE ARRANGEMENT [THAT HE SHOULD BE BORN] OF A VIRGIN, MAIN-RAIN THAT HE WAS BEGOTTEN BY JOSEPH. AND STILL FURTHER, SOME AFFIRM THAT NEITHER THEIR SOUL NOR THEIR BODY CAN RECEIVE ETERNAL LIFE, BUT MERELY THE INNER MAN. MOREOVER, THEY WILL HAVE IT THAT THIS [INNER MAN] IS THAT WHICH IS THE UNDERSTANDING (SENSUM) IN THEM, AND WHICH THEY DECREE AS BEING THE ONLY THING TO ASCEND TO "THE PERFECT." OTHERS [MAINTAIN], AS I HAVE SAID IN THE FIRST BOOK, THAT WHILE THE SOUL IS SAVED, THEIR BODY DOES NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE SALVATION WHICH COMES FROM GOD; IN WHICH [BOOK] I HAVE ALSO SET FORWARD THE HYPOTHESES OF ALL THESE MEN, AND IN THE SECOND HAVE POINTED OUT THEIR WEAKNESS AND INCONSISTENCY. 
CHAP. XX.--THOSE PASTORS ARE TO BE HEARD TO WHOM THE APOSTLES COMMITTED THE CHURCHES, POSSESSING ONE AND THE SAME DOCTRINE OF SALVATION; THE HERETICS, ON THE OTHER HAND, ARE TO BE AVOIDED. WE MUST THINK SOBERLY WITH REGARD TO THE MYSTERIES OF THE FAITH. 
1. NOW ALL THESE [HERETICS] ARE OF MUCH LATER DATE THAN THE BISHOPS TO WHOM THE APOSTLES COMMITTED THE CHURCHES; WHICH FACT I HAVE IN THE THIRD BOOK TAKEN ALL PAINS TO DEMONSTRATE. IT FOLLOWS, THEN, AS A MATTER OF COURSE, THAT THESE HERETICS AFOREMENTIONED, SINCE THEY ARE BLIND TO THE TRUTH, AND DEVIATE FROM THE [RIGHT] WAY, WILL WALK IN VARIOUS ROADS; AND THEREFORE, THE FOOTSTEPS OF THEIR DOCTRINE ARE SCATTERED HERE AND THERE WITHOUT AGREEMENT OR CONNECTION. BUT THE PATH OF THOSE BELONGING TO THE CHURCH CIRCUMSCRIBES THE WHOLE WORLD, AS POSSESSING THE SURE TRADITION FROM THE APOSTLES, AND GIVES UNTO US TO SEE THAT THE FAITH OF ALL IS ONE AND THE SAME, SINCE ALL RECEIVE ONE AND THE SAME GOD THE FATHER, AND BELIEVE IN THE SAME DISPENSATION REGARDING THE INCARNATION OF THE SON OF GOD, AND ARE COGNIZANT OF THE SAME GIFT OF THE SPIRIT, AND ARE CONVERSANT WITH THE SAME COMMANDMENTS, AND PRESERVE THE SAME FORM OF ECCLESIASTICAL CONSTITUTION,(1) AND EXPECT THE SAME ADVENT OF THE LORD, AND AWAIT THE SAME SALVATION OF THE COMPLETE MAN, THAT IS, OF THE SOUL AND BODY. AND UNDOUBTEDLY THE PREACHING OF THE CHURCH IS TRUE AND STEDFAST, IN WHICH ONE AND THE SAME WAY OF SALVATION IS SHOWN THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD. FOR TO HER IS ENTRUSTED THE LIGHT OF GOD; AND THEREFORE THE "WISDOM" OF GOD, BY MEANS OF WHICH SHE SAVES ALL MEN, "IS DECLARED IN [ITS] GOING FORTH; IT UTTERETH [ITS VOICE] FAITHFULLY IN THE STREETS, IS PREACHED ON THE TOPS OF THE WALLS, AND SPEAKS CONTINUALLY IN THE GATES OF THE CITY."(3) FOR THE CHURCH PREACHES THE TRUTH EVERYWHERE, AND SHE IS THE SEVEN-BRANCHED CANDLESTICK WHICH BEARS THE LIGHT OF CHRIST. 
2. THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO DESERT THE PREACHING OF THE CHURCH, CALL IN QUESTION THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE HOLY PRESBYTERS, NOT TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION OF HOW MUCH GREATER CONSEQUENCE IS A RELIGIOUS MAN, EVEN IN A PRIVATE STATION, THAN A BLASPHEMOUS AND IMPUDENT SOPHIST.(4) NOW, SUCH ARE ALL THE HERETICS, AND THOSE WHO IMAGINE THAT THEY HAVE HIT UPON SOMETHING MORE BEYOND THE TRUTH, SO THAT BY FOLLOWING THOSE THINGS ALREADY MENTIONED, PROCEEDING ON THEIR WAY VARIOUSLY, IN HARMONIOUSLY, AND FOOLISHLY, NOT KEEPING ALWAYS TO THE SAME OPINIONS WITH REGARD TO THE SAME THINGS, AS BLIND MEN ARE LED BY THE BLIND, THEY SHALL DESERVEDLY FALL INTO THE DITCH OF IGNORANCE LYING IN THEIR PATH, EVER SEEKING AND NEVER FINDING OUT THE TRUTH.(5) IT BEHOVES US, THEREFORE, TO AVOID THEIR DOCTRINES, AND TO TAKE CAREFUL HEED LEST WE SUFFER ANY INJURY FROM THEM; BUT TO FLEE TO THE CHURCH, AND BE BROUGHT UP IN HER BOSOM, AND BE NOURISHED WITH THE LORD'S SCRIPTURES. FOR THE CHURCH HAS BEEN PLANTED AS A GARDEN (PARADISUS) IN THIS WORLD; THEREFORE, SAYS THE SPIRIT OF GOD, "THOU MAYEST FREELY EAT FROM EVERY TREE OF THE GARDEN,"(6) THAT IS, EAT YE FROM EVERY SCRIPTURE OF THE LORD; BUT YE SHALL NOT EAT WITH AN UPLIFTED MIND, NOR TOUCH ANY HERETICAL DISCORD. FOR THESE MEN DO PROFESS THAT THEY HAVE THEMSELVES THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL; AND THEY SET THEIR OWN IMPIOUS MINDS ABOVE THE GOD WHO MADE THEM. THEY THEREFORE FORM OPINIONS ON WHAT IS BEYOND THE LIMITS OF THE UNDERSTANDING. FOR THIS CAUSE ALSO THE APOSTLE SAYS, "BE NOT WISE BEYOND WHAT IT IS FITTING TO BE WISE, BUT BE WISE PRUDENTLY,"(7) THAT WE BE NOT EAST FORTH BY EATING OF THE "KNOWLEDGE" OF THESE MEN (THAT KNOWLEDGE WHICH KNOWS MORE THAN IT SHOULD DO) FROM THE PARADISE OF LIFE. INTO THIS PARADISE THE LORD HAS INTRODUCED THOSE WHO OBEY HIS CALL, "SUMMING UP IN HIMSELF ALL THINGS WHICH ARE IN HEAVEN, AND WHICH ARE ON EARTH;"(8) BUT THE THINGS IN HEAVEN ARE SPIRITUAL, WHILE THOSE ON EARTH CONSTITUTE THE DISPENSATION IN HUMAN NATURE (SECUNDUM HOMINEM EST DISPOSITIO). THESE THINGS, THEREFORE, HE RECAPITULATED IN HIMSELF: BY UNITING MAN TO THE SPIRIT, AND CAUSING THE SPIRIT TO DWELL IN MAN, HE IS HIMSELF MADE THE HEAD OF THE SPIRIT, AND GIVES THE SPIRIT TO BE THE HEAD OF MAN: FOR THROUGH HIM (THE SPIRIT) WE SEE, AND HEAR, AND SPEAK. 
CHAP. XXI.--CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF ALL THINGS ALREADY MENTIONED. IT WAS FITTING THAT HE SHOULD BE SENT BY THE FATHER, THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, TO ASSUME HUMAN NATURE, AND SHOULD BE TEMPTED BY SATAN, THAT HE MIGHT FULFIL THE PROMISES, AND CARRY OFF A GLORIOUS AND PERFECT VICTORY. 
1. HE HAS THEREFORE, IN HIS WORK OF RECAPITULATION, SUMMED UP ALL THINGS, BOTH WAGING WAR AGAINST OUR ENEMY, AND CRUSHING HIM WHO HAD AT THE BEGINNING LED US AWAY CAPTIVES IN ADAM, AND TRAMPLED UPON HIS HEAD, AS THOU CANST PERCEIVE IN GENESIS THAT GOD SAID TO THE SERPENT, "AND I WILL PUT ENMITY BETWEEN THEE AND THE WOMAN, AND BETWEEN THY SEED AND HER SEED; HE SHALL BE ON THE WATCH FOR (OBSERVABIT(9)) THY HEAD, AND THOU ON THE WATCH FOR HIS HEEL."(10) FOR FROM THAT TIME, HE WHO SHOULD BE BORN OF A WOMAN, [NAMELY] FROM THE VIRGIN, AFTER THE LIKENESS OF ADAM, WAS PREACHED AS KEEPING WATCH FOR THE HEAD OF THE SERPENT. THIS IS THE SEED OF WHICH THE APOSTLE SAYS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS, "THAT THE LAW OF WORKS WAS ESTABLISHED UNTIL THE SEED SHOULD COME TO WHOM THE PROMISE WAS MADE."(11) THIS FACT IS EXHIBITED IN A STILL CLEARER LIGHT IN THE SAME EPISTLE, WHERE HE THUS SPEAKS: "BUT WHEN THE FULNESS OF TIME WAS COME, GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON, MADE OF A WOMAN."(1) FOR INDEED THE ENEMY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN FAIRLY VANQUISHED, UNLESS IT HAD BEEN A MAN [BORN] OF A WOMAN WHO CONQUERED HIM. FOR IT WAS BY MEANS OF A WOMAN THAT HE GOT THE ADVANTAGE OVER MAN AT FIRST, SETTING HIMSELF UP AS MAN'S OPPONENT. AND THEREFORE DOES THE LORD PROFESS HIMSELF TO BE THE SON OF MAN, COMPRISING IN HIMSELF THAT ORIGINAL MAN OUT OF WHOM THE WOMAN WAS FASHIONED (EX QUO EA QUAE SECUNDUM MULIEREM EST PLASMATIO FACTA EST), IN ORDER THAT, AS OUR SPECIES WENT DOWN TO DEATH THROUGH A VANQUISHED MAN, SO WE MAY ASCEND TO LIFE AGAIN THROUGH A VICTORIOUS ONE; AND AS THROUGH A MAN DEATH RECEIVED THE PALM [OF VICTORY] AGAINST US, SO AGAIN BY A MAN WE MAY RECEIVE THE PALM AGAINST DEATH. 
2. NOW THE LORD WOULD NOT HAVE RECAPITULATED IN HIMSELF THAT ANCIENT AND PRIMARY ENMITY AGAINST THE SERPENT, FULFILLING THE PROMISE OF THE CREATOR (DEMIURGI), AND PERFORMING HIS COMMAND, IF HE HAD COME FROM ANOTHER FATHER. BUT AS HE IS ONE AND THE SAME, WHO FORMED US AT THE BEGINNING, AND SENT HIS SON AT THE END, THE LORD DID PERFORM HIS COMMAND, BEING MADE OF A WOMAN, BY BOTH DESTROYING OUR ADVERSARY, AND PERFECTING MAN AFTER THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD. AND FOR THIS REASON, HE DID NOT DRAW THE MEANS OF CONFOUNDING HIM FROM ANY OTHER SOURCE THAN FROM THE WORDS OF THE LAW, AND MADE USE OF THE FATHER'S COMMANDMENT AS A HELP TOWARDS THE DESTRUCTION AND CONFUSION OF THE APOSTATE ANGEL. FASTING FORTY DAYS, LIKE MOSES AND ELIAS, HE AFTERWARDS HUNGERED, FIRST, IN ORDER THAT WE MAY PERCEIVE THAT HE WAS A REAL AND SUBSTANTIAL MAN--FOR IT BELONGS TO A MAN TO SUFFER HUNGER WHEN FASTING; AND SECONDLY, THAT HIS OPPONENT MIGHT HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY OF ATTACKING HIM. FOR AS AT THE BEGINNING IT WAS BY MEANS OF FOOD THAT [THE ENEMY] PERSUADED MAN, ALTHOUGH NOT SUFFERING HUNGER, TO TRANSGRESS GOD'S COMMANDMENTS, SO IN THE END HE DID NOT SUCCEED IN PERSUADING HIM THAT WAS AN HUNGERED TO TAKE THAT FOOD WHICH PROCEEDED FROM GOD. FOR, WHEN TEMPTING HIM, HE SAID, "IF THOU BE THE SON OF GOD, COMMAND THAT THESE STONES BE MADE BREAD."(2) BUT THE LORD REPULSED HIM BY THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LAW, SAYING, "IT IS WRITTEN, MAN DOTH NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE."(3) AS TO THOSE WORDS '[OF HIS ENEMY,] "IF THOU BE THE SON OF GOD," [THE LORD] MADE NO REMARK; BUT BY THUS ACKNOWLEDGING HIS HUMAN NATURE HE BAFFLED HIS ADVERSARY, AND EXHAUSTED THE FORCE OF HIS FIRST ATTACK BY MEANS OF HIS FATHER'S WORD. THE CORRUPTION OF MAN, THEREFORE, WHICH OCCURRED IN PARADISE BY BOTH [OF OUR FIRST PARENTS] EATING, WAS DONE AWAY WITH BY [THE LORD'S] WANT OF FOOD IN THIS WORLD.(4) BUT HE, BEING THUS VANQUISHED BY THE LAW, ENDEAVOURED AGAIN TO MAKE AN ASSAULT BY HIMSELF QUOTING A COMMANDMENT OF THE LAW. FOR, BRINGING HIM TO THE HIGHEST PINNACLE OF THE TEMPLE, HE SAID TO HIM, "IF THOU ART THE SON OF GOD, CAST THYSELF DOWN. FOR IT IS WRITTEN, THAT GOD SHALL GIVE HIS ANGELS CHARGE CONCERNING THEE, AND IN THEIR HANDS, THEY SHALL BEAR THEE UP, LEST PERCHANCE THOU DASH THY FOOT AGAINST A STONE;"(5) THUS CONCEALING A FALSEHOOD UNDER THE GUISE OF SCRIPTURE, AS IS DONE BY ALL THE HERETICS. FOR THAT WAS INDEED WRITTEN, [NAMELY], "THAT HE HATH GIVEN HIS ANGELS CHARGE CONCERNING HIM;" BUT "EAST THYSELF DOWN FROM HENCE" NO SCRIPTURE SAID IN REFERENCE TO HIM: THIS KIND OF PERSUASION THE DEVIL PRODUCED FROM HIMSELF. THE LORD THEREFORE CONFUTED HIM OUT OF THE LAW, WHEN HE SAID, "IT IS WRITTEN AGAIN, THOU SHALT NOT TEMPT THE LORD THY GOD;"(6) POINTING OUT BY THE WORD CONTAINED IN THE LAW THAT WHICH IS THE DUTY OF MAN, THAT HE SHOULD NOT TEMPT GOD; AND IN REGARD TO HIMSELF, SINCE HE APPEARED IN HUMAN FORM, [DECLARING] THAT HE WOULD NOT TEMPT THE LORD HIS GOD.(7) THE PRIDE OF REASON, THEREFORE, WHICH WAS IN THE SERPENT, WAS PUT TO NOUGHT BY THE HUMILITY FOUND IN THE MAN [CHRIST], AND NOW TWICE WAS THE DEVIL CONQUERED FROM SCRIPTURE, WHEN HE WAS DETECTED AS ADVISING THINGS CONTRARY TO GOD'S COMMANDMENT, AND WAS SHOWN TO BE THE ENEMY OF GOD BY [THE EXPRESSION OF] HIS THOUGHTS. HE THEN, HAVING BEEN THUS SIGNALLY DEFEATED, AND THEN, AS IT WERE, CONCENTRATING HIS FORCES, DRAWING UP IN ORDER ALL HIS AVAILABLE POWER FOR FALSEHOOD, IN THE THIRD PLACE "SHOWED HIM ALL THE KINGDOMS OF THE WORLD, AND THE GLORY OF THEM,"(8) SAYING, AS LUKE RELATES, "ALL THESE WILL I GIVE THEE,--FOR THEY ARE DELIVERED TO ME; AND TO WHOM I WILL, I GIVE THEM,--IF THOU WILT FALL DOWN AND WORSHIP ME." THE LORD THEN, EXPOSING HIM IN HIS TRUE CHARACTER, SAYS, "DEPART, SATAN; FOR IT IS WRITTEN, THOU SHALT WORSHIP THE LORD THY GOD, AND HIM ONLY SHALT THOU SERVE."(9) HE BOTH REVEALED HIM BY THIS NAME, AND SHOWED [AT THE SAME TIME] WHO HE HIMSELF WAS. FOR THE HEBREW WORD "SATAN" SIGNIFIES AN APOSTATE. AND THUS, VANQUISHING HIM FOR THE THIRD TIME, HE SPURNED HIM FROM HIM FINALLY AS BEING CONQUERED OUT OF THE LAW; AND THERE WAS DONE AWAY WITH THAT INFRINGEMENT OF GOD'S COMMANDMENT WHICH HAD OCCURRED IN ADAM, BY MEANS OF THE PRECEPT OF THE LAW, WHICH THE SON OF MAN OBSERVED, WHO DID NOT TRANSGRESS THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD. 
3. WHO, THEN, IS THIS LORD GOD TO WHOM CHRIST BEARS WITNESS, WHOM NO MAN SHALL TEMPT, WHOM ALL SHOULD WORSHIP, AND SERVE HIM ALONE? IT IS, BEYOND ALL MANNER OF DOUBT, THAT GOD WHO ALSO GAVE THE LAW. FOR THESE THINGS HAD BEEN PREDICTED IN THE LAW, AND BY THE WORDS (SENTENTIAM) OF THE LAW THE LORD SHOWED THAT THE LAW DOES INDEED DECLARE THE WORD OF GOD FROM THE FATHER; AND THE APOSTATE ANGEL OF GOD IS DESTROYED BY ITS VOICE, BEING EXPOSED IN HIS TRUE COLORS, AND VANQUISHED BY THE SON OF MAN KEEPING THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD. FOR AS IN THE BEGINNING HE ENTICED MAN TO TRANSGRESS HIS MAKER'S LAW, AND THEREBY GOT HIM INTO HIS POWER; YET HIS POWER CONSISTS IN TRANSGRESSION AND APOSTASY, AND WITH THESE HE BOUND MAN [TO HIMSELF]; SO AGAIN, ON THE OTHER HAND, IT WAS NECESSARY THAT THROUGH MAN HIMSELF HE SHOULD, WHEN CONQUERED, BE BOUND WITH THE SAME CHAINS WITH WHICH HE HAD BOUND MAN, IN ORDER THAT MAN, BEING SET FREE, MIGHT RETURN TO HIS LORD, LEAVING TO HIM (SATAN) THOSE BONDS BY WHICH HE HIMSELF HAD BEEN FETTERED, THAT IS, SIN. FOR WHEN SATAN IS BOUND, MAN IS SET FREE; SINCE "NONE CAN ENTER A STRONG MAN'S HOUSE AND SPOIL HIS GOODS, UNLESS HE FIRST, BIND THE STRONG MAN HIMSELF."(1) THE LORD THEREFORE EXPOSES HIM AS SPEAKING CONTRARY TO THE WORD OF THAT GOD WHO MADE ALL THINGS, AND SUBDUES HIM BY MEANS OF THE COMMANDMENT. NOW THE LAW IS THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD. THE MAN PROVES HIM TO BE A FUGITIVE FROM AND A TRANSGRESSOR OF THE LAW, AN APOSTATE ALSO FROM GOD. AFTER [THE MAN HAD DONE THIS], THE WORD BOUND HIM SECURELY AS A FUGITIVE FROM HIMSELF, AND MADE SPOIL OF HIS GOODS, NAMELY, THOSE MEN WHOM HE HELD IN BONDAGE, AND WHOM HE UNJUSTLY USED FOR HIS OWN PURPOSES. AND JUSTLY INDEED IS HE LED CAPTIVE, WHO HAD LED MEN UNJUSTLY INTO BONDAGE; WHILE MAN, WHO HAD BEEN LED CAPTIVE IN TIMES PAST, WAS RESCUED FROM THE GRASP OF HIS POSSESSOR, ACCORDING TO THE TENDER MERCY OF GOD THE FATHER, WHO HAD COMPASSION ON HIS OWN HANDIWORK, AND GAVE TO IT SALVATION, RESTORING IT BY MEANS OF THE WORD--THAT IS, BY CHRIST--IN ORDER THAT MEN MIGHT LEARN BY ACTUAL PROOF THAT HE RECEIVES INCORRUPTIBILITY NOT OF HIMSELF, BUT BY THE FREE GIFT OF GOD. 
CHAP. XXII.--THE TRUE LORD AND THE ONE GOD IS DECLARED BY THE LAW, AND MANIFESTED BY CHRIST HIS SON IN THE GOSPEL; WHOM ALONE WE SHOULD ADORE, AND FROM HIM WE MUST LOOK FOR ALL GOOD THINGS, NOT FROM SATAN. 
1. THUS THEN DOES THE LORD PLAINLY SHOW THAT IT WAS THE TRUE LORD AND THE ONE GOD WHO HAD BEEN SET FORTH BY THE LAW; FOR HIM WHOM THE LAW PROCLAIMED AS GOD, THE SAME DID CHRIST POINT OUT AS THE FATHER, WHOM ALSO IT BEHOVES THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST ALONE TO SERVE. BY MEANS OF THE STATEMENTS OF THE LAW, HE PUT OUR ADVERSARY TO UTTER CONFUSION; AND THE LAW DIRECTS US TO PRAISE GOD THE CREATOR (DEMIURGUM), AND TO SERVE HIM ALONE. SINCE THIS IS THE CASE, WE MUST NOT SEEK FOR ANOTHER FATHER BESIDES HIM, OR ABOVE HIM, SINCE THERE IS ONE GOD WHO JUSTIFIES THE CIRCUMCISION BY FAITH, AND THE UNCIRCUMCISION THROUGH FAITH.(2) FOR IF THERE WERE ANY OTHER PERFECT FATHER ABOVE HIM, HE (CHRIST) WOULD BY NO MEANS HAVE OVERTHROWN SATAN BY MEANS OF HIS WORDS AND COMMANDMENTS. FOR ONE IGNORANCE CANNOT BE DONE AWAY WITH BY MEANS OF ANOTHER IGNORANCE, ANY MORE THAN ONE DEFECT BY ANOTHER DEFECT. IF, THEREFORE, THE LAW IS DUE TO IGNORANCE AND DEFECT, HOW COULD THE STATEMENTS CONTAINED THEREIN BRING TO NOUGHT THE IGNORANCE OF THE DEVIL, AND CONQUER THE STRONG MAN? FOR A STRONG MAN CAN BE CONQUERED NEITHER BY AN INFERIOR NOR BY AN EQUAL, BUT BY ONE POSSESSED OF GREATER POWER. BUT THE WORD OF GOD IS THE SUPERIOR ABOVE ALL, HE WHO IS LOUDLY PROCLAIMED IN THE LAW: "HEAR, O ISRAEL, THE LORD THY GOD IS ONE GOD;" AND, "THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART;" AND, "HIM SHALL THOU ADORE, AND HIM ALONE SHALL THOU SERVE."(3) THEN IN THE GOSPEL, CASTING DOWN THE APOSTASY BY MEANS OF THESE EXPRESSIONS, HE DID BOTH OVERCOME THE STRONG MAN BY HIS FATHER'S VOICE, AND HE ACKNOWLEDGES THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LAW TO EXPRESS HIS OWN SENTIMENTS, WHEN HE SAYS, "THOU SHALL NOT TEMPT THE LORD THY GOD."(4) FOR HE DID NOT CONFOUND THE ADVERSARY BY THE SAYING OF ANY OTHER, BUT BY THAT BELONGING TO HIS OWN FATHER, AND THUS OVERCAME THE STRONG MAN. 
2. HE TAUGHT BY HIS COMMANDMENT THAT WE WHO HAVE BEEN SET FREE SHOULD, WHEN HUNGRY, TAKE THAT FOOD WHICH IS GIVEN BY GOD; AND THAT, WHEN PLACED IN THE EXALTED POSITION OF EVERY GRACE [THAT CAN BE RECEIVED], WE SHOULD NOT, EITHER BY TRUSTING TO WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, OR WHEN ADORNED WITH SUPER- EMINENT [GIFTS OF] MINISTRATION, BY ANY MEANS BE LIFTED UP WITH PRIDE, NOR SHOULD WE TEMPT GOD, BUT SHOULD FEEL HUMILITY IN ALL THINGS, AND HAVE READY TO HAND [THIS SAYING], "THOU SHALL NOT TEMPT THE LORD THY GOD."(5) AS ALSO THE APOSTLE TAUGHT, SAYING, "MINDING NOT HIGH THINGS, BUT CONSENTING TO THINGS OF LOW ESTATE;"(6) THAT WE SHOULD NEITHER BE ENSNARED WITH RICHES, NOR MUNDANE GLORY, NOR PRESENT FANCY, BUT SHOULD KNOW THAT WE MUST "WORSHIP THE LORD THY GOD, AND SERVE HIM ALONE," AND GIVE NO HEED TO HIM WHO FALSELY PROMISED THINGS NOT HIS OWN, WHEN HE SAID, "ALL THESE WILL I GIVE THEE, IF, FALLING DOWN, THOU WILT WORSHIP ME." FOR HE HIMSELF CONFESSES THAT TO ADORE HIM, AND TO DO HIS WILL, IS TO FALL FROM THE GLORY OF GOD. AND IN WHAT THING EITHER PLEASANT OR GOOD CAN THAT MAN WHO HAS FALLEN PARTICIPATE? OR WHAT ELSE CAN SUCH A PERSON HOPE FOR OR EXPECT, EXCEPT DEATH? FOR DEATH IS NEXT NEIGHBOUR TO HIM WHO HAS FALLEN. HENCE ALSO IT FOLLOWS THAT HE WILL NOT GIVE WHAT HE HAS PROMISED. FOR HOW CAN HE MAKE GRANTS TO HIM WHO HAS FALLEN? MOREOVER, SINCE GOD RULES OVER MEN AND HIM TOO, AND WITHOUT THE WILL OF OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN NOT EVEN A SPARROW FALLS TO THE GROUND,(1) IT FOLLOWS THAT HIS DECLARATION, "ALL THESE THINGS ARE DELIVERED UNTO ME, AND TO WHOMSOEVER I WILL I GIVE THEM," PROCEEDS FROM HIM WHEN PUFFED UP WITH PRIDE. FOR THE CREATION IS NOT SUBJECTED TO HIS POWER, SINCE INDEED HE IS HIMSELF BUT ONE AMONG CREATED THINGS. NOR SHALL HE GIVE AWAY THE RULE OVER MEN TO MEN; BUT BOTH ALL OTHER THINGS, AND ALL HUMAN AFFAIRS, ARE ARRANGED ACCORDING TO GOD THE FATHER'S DISPOSAL. BESIDES, THE LORD DECLARES THAT "THE DEVIL IS A LIAR FROM THE BEGINNING, AND THE TRUTH IS NOT IN HIM."(2) IF THEN HE BE A LIAR AND THE TRUTH BE NOT IN HIM, HE CERTAINLY DID NOT SPEAK TRUTH, BUT A LIE, WHEN HE SAID, "FOR ALL THESE THINGS ARE DELIVERED TO ME, AND TO WHOMSOEVER I WILL I GIVE THEM."(3) 
CHAP. XXIII.--THE DEVIL IS WELL PRACTISED IN FALSEHOOD, BY WHICH ADAM HAVING BEEN LED ASTRAY, SINNED ON THE SIXTH DAY OF THE CREATION, IN WHICH DAY ALSO HE HAS BEEN RENEWED BY CHRIST. 
1. HE HAD INDEED BEEN ALREADY ACCUSTOMED TO LIE AGAINST GOD, FOR THE PURPOSE OF LEADING MEN ASTRAY. FOR AT THE BEGINNING, WHEN GOD HAD GIVEN TO MAN A VARIETY OF THINGS FOR FOOD, WHILE HE COMMANDED HIM NOT TO EAT OF ONE TREE ONLY, AS THE SCRIPTURE TELLS US THAT GOD SAID TO ADAM: "FROM EVERY TREE WHICH IS IN THE GARDEN THOU SHALT EAT FOOD; BUT FROM THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, FROM THIS YE SHALL NOT EAT: FOR IN THE DAY THAT YE SHALL EAT OF IT, YE SHALL DIE BY DEATH;"(4) HE THEN, LYING AGAINST THE LORD, TEMPTED MAN, AS THE SCRIPTURE SAYS THAT THE SERPENT SAID TO THE WOMAN: "HAS GOD INDEED SAID THIS, YE SHALL NOT EAT FROM EVERY TREE OF THE GARDEN?"(5) AND WHEN SHE HAD EXPOSED THE FALSEHOOD, AND SIMPLY RELATED THE COMMAND, AS HE HAD SAID, "FROM EVERY TREE OF THE GARDEN WE SHALL EAT; BUT OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE WHICH IS IN THE MIDST OF THE GARDEN, GOD HATH SAID, YE SHALL NOT EAT OF IT, NEITHER SHALL YE TOUCH IT, LEST YE DIE:"(6) WHEN HE HAD [THUS] LEARNED FROM THE WOMAN THE COMMAND OF GOD, HAVING BROUGHT HIS CUNNING INTO PLAY, HE FINALLY DECEIVED HER BY A FALSEHOOD, SAYING, "YE SHALL NOT DIE BY DEATH; FOR GOD KNEW THAT IN THE DAY YE SHALL EAT OF IT YOUR EYES SHALL BE OPENED, AND YE SHALL BE AS GODS, KNOWING GOOD AND EVIL."(7) IN THE FIRST PLACE, THEN, IN THE GARDEN OF GOD HE DISPUTED ABOUT GOD, AS IF GOD WAS NOT THERE, FOR HE WAS IGNORANT OF THE GREATNESS OF GOD; AND THEN, IN THE NEXT PLACE, AFTER HE HAD LEARNED FROM THE WOMAN THAT GOD HAD SAID THAT THEY SHOULD DIE IF THEY TASTED THE AFORESAID TREE, OPENING HIS MOUTH, HE UTTERED THE THIRD FALSEHOOD," YE SHALL NOT DIE BY DEATH." BUT THAT GOD WAS TRUE, AND THE SERPENT A LIAR, WAS PROVED BY THE RESULT, DEATH HAVING PASSED UPON THEM WHO HAD EATEN. FOR ALONG WITH THE FRUIT THEY DID ALSO FALL UNDER THE POWER OF DEATH, BECAUSE THEY DID EAT IN DISOBEDIENCE; AND DISOBEDIENCE TO GOD ENTAILS DEATH. WHEREFORE, AS THEY BECAME FORFEIT TO DEATH, FROM THAT [MOMENT] THEY WERE HANDED OVER TO IT. 
2. THUS, THEN, IN THE DAY THAT THEY DID EAT, IN THE SAME DID THEY DIE, AND BECAME DEATH'S DEBTORS, SINCE IT WAS ONE DAY OF THE CREATION. FOR IT IS SAID, "THERE WAS MADE IN THE EVENING, AND THERE WAS MADE IN THE MORNING, ONE DAY." NOW IN THIS SAME DAY THAT THEY DID EAT, IN THAT ALSO DID THEY DIE. BUT ACCORDING TO THE CYCLE AND PROGRESS OF THE DAYS, AFTER WHICH ONE IS TERMED FIRST, ANOTHER SECOND, AND ANOTHER THIRD, IF ANYBODY SEEKS DILIGENTLY TO LEARN UPON WHAT DAY OUT OF THE SEVEN IT WAS THAT ADAM DIED, HE WILL FIND IT BY EXAMINING THE DISPENSATION OF THE LORD. FOR BY SUMMING UP IN HIMSELF THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE END, HE HAS ALSO SUMMED UP ITS DEATH. FROM THIS IT IS CLEAR THAT THE LORD SUFFERED DEATH, IN OBEDIENCE TO HIS FATHER, UPON THAT DAY ON WHICH ADAM DIED WHILE HE DISOBEYED GOD. NOW HE DIED ON THE SAME DAY IN WHICH HE DID EAT. FOR GOD SAID, "IN THAT DAY ON WHICH YE SHALL EAT OF IT, YE SHALL DIE BY DEATH." THE LORD, THEREFORE, RECAPITULATING IN HIMSELF THIS DAY, UNDERWENT HIS SUFFERINGS UPON THE DAY PRECEDING THE SABBATH, THAT IS, THE SIXTH DAY OF THE CREATION, ON WHICH DAY MAN WAS CREATED; THUS, GRANTING HIM A SECOND CREATION BY MEANS OF HIS PASSION, WHICH IS THAT [CREATION] OUT OF DEATH. AND THERE ARE SOME, AGAIN, WHO RELEGATE THE DEATH OF ADAM TO THE THOUSANDTH YEAR; FOR SINCE "A DAY OF THE LORD IS AS A THOUSAND YEARS,"(8) HE DID NOT OVERSTEP THE THOUSAND YEARS, BUT DIED WITHIN THEM, THUS BEARING OUT THE SENTENCE OF HIS SIN. WHETHER, THEREFORE, WITH RESPECT TO DISOBEDIENCE, WHICH IS DEATH; WHETHER [WE CONSIDER] THAT, ON ACCOUNT OF THAT, THEY WERE DELIVERED OVER TO DEATH, AND MADE DEBTORS TO IT; WHETHER WITH RESPECT TO [THE FACT THAT ON] ONE AND THE SAME DAY ON WHICH THEY ATE THEY ALSO DIED (FOR IT IS ONE DAY OF THE CREATION); WHETHER [WE REGARD THIS POINT], THAT, WITH RESPECT TO THIS CYCLE OF DAYS, THEY DIED ON THE DAY IN WHICH THEY DID ALSO EAT, THAT IS, THE DAY] OF THE PREPARATION, WHICH IS TERMED "THE PURE SUPPER," THAT IS, THE SIXTH DAY OF THE FEAST, WHICH THE LORD ALSO EXHIBITED WHEN HE SUFFERED ON THAT DAY; OR WHETHER [WE REFLECT] THAT HE (ADAM) DID NOT OVERSTEP THE THOUSAND YEARS, BUT DIED WITHIN THEIR LIMIT,--IT FOLLOWS THAT, IN REGARD TO ALL THESE SIGNIFICATIONS, GOD IS INDEED TRUE. FOR THEY DIED WHO TASTED OF THE TREE; AND THE SERPENT IS PROVED A LIAR AND A MURDERER, AS THE LORD SAID OF HIM: "FOR HE IS A MURDERER FROM THE BEGINNING, AND THE TRUTH IS NOT IN HIM."(1) 
CHAP. XXIV.--OF THE CONSTANT FALSEHOOD OF THE DEVIL, AND OF THE POWERS AND GOVERNMENTS OF THE WORLD, WHICH WE OUGHT TO OBEY, INASMUCH AS THEY ARE APPOINTED OF GOD, NOT OF THE DEVIL. 
1. AS THEREFORE THE DEVIL LIED AT THE BEGINNING, SO DID HE ALSO IN THE END, WHEN HE SAID, "ALL THESE ARE DELIVERED UNTO ME, AND TO WHOMSOEVER I WILL I GIVE THEM."(2) FOR IT IS NOT HE WHO HAS APPOINTED THE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD, BUT GOD; FOR "THE HEART OF THE KING IS IN THE HAND OF GOD."(3) AND THE WORD ALSO SAYS BY SOLOMON, "BY ME KINGS DO REIGN, AND PRINCES ADMINISTER JUSTICE. BY ME CHIEFS ARE RAISED UP, AND BY ME KINGS RULE THE EARTH."(4) PAUL THE APOSTLE ALSO SAYS UPON THIS SAME SUBJECT: "BE YE SUBJECT TO ALL THE HIGHER POWERS; FOR THERE IS NO POWER BUT OF GOD: NOW THOSE WHICH ARE HAVE BEEN ORDAINED OF GOD."(5) AND AGAIN, IN REFERENCE TO THEM HE SAYS, "FOR HE BEARETH NOT THE SWORD IN VAIN; FOR HE IS THE MINISTER OF GOD, THE AVENGER FOR WRATH TO HIM WHO DOES EVIL."(6) NOW, THAT HE SPAKE THESE WORDS, NOT IN REGARD TO ANGELICAL POWERS, NOR OF INVISIBLE RULERS--AS SOME VENTURE TO EXPOUND THE PASSAGE--BUT OF THOSE OF ACTUAL HUMAN AUTHORITIES, [HE SHOWS WHEN] HE SAYS, "FOR THIS CAUSE PAY YE TRIBUTE ALSO: FOR THEY ARE GOD'S MINISTERS, DOING SERVICE FOR THIS VERY THING."(7) THIS ALSO THE LORD CONFIRMED, WHEN HE DID NOT DO WHAT HE WAS TEMPTED TO BY THE DEVIL; BUT HE GAVE DIRECTIONS THAT TRIBUTE SHOULD BE PAID TO THE TAX-GATHERERS FOR HIMSELF AND PETER;(8) BECAUSE "THEY ARE THE MINISTERS OF GOD, SERVING FOR THIS VERY THING." 
2. FOR SINCE MAN, BY DEPARTING FROM GOD, REACHED SUCH A PITCH OF FURY AS EVEN TO LOOK UPON HIS BROTHER AS HIS ENEMY, AND ENGAGED WITHOUT FEAR IN EVERY KIND OF RESTLESS CONDUCT, AND MURDER, AND AVARICE; GOD IMPOSED UPON MANKIND THE FEAR OF MAN, AS THEY DID NOT ACKNOWLEDGE THE FEAR OF GOD, IN ORDER THAT, BEING SUBJECTED TO THE AUTHORITY OF MEN, AND KEPT UNDER RESTRAINT BY THEIR LAWS, THEY MIGHT ATTAIN TO SOME DEGREE OF JUSTICE, AND EXERCISE MUTUAL FORBEARANCE THROUGH DREAD OF THE SWORD SUSPENDED FULL IN THEIR VIEW, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS: "FOR HE BEARETH NOT THE SWORD IN VAIN; FOR HE IS THE MINISTER OF GOD, THE AVENGER FOR WRATH UPON HIM WHO DOES EVIL." AND FOR THIS REASON, TOO, MAGISTRATES THEMSELVES, HAVING LAWS AS A CLOTHING OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WHENEVER THEY ACT IN A JUST AND LEGITIMATE MANNER, SHALL NOT BE CALLED IN QUESTION FOR THEIR CONDUCT, NOR BE LIABLE TO PUNISHMENT. BUT WHATSOEVER THEY DO TO THE SUBVERSION OF JUSTICE, INIQUITOUSLY, AND IMPIOUSLY, AND ILLEGALLY, AND TYRANNICALLY, IN THESE THINGS SHALL THEY ALSO PERISH; FOR THE JUST JUDGMENT OF GOD COMES EQUALLY UPON ALL, AND IN NO CASE IS DEFECTIVE. EARTHLY RULE, THEREFORE, HAS BEEN APPOINTED BY GOD FOR THE BENEFIT OF NATIONS,(9) AND NOT BY THE DEVIL, WHO IS NEVER AT REST AT ALL, NAY, WHO DOES NOT LOVE TO SEE EVEN NATIONS CONDUCTING THEMSELVES AFTER A QUIET MANNER, SO THAT UNDER THE FEAR OF HUMAN RULE, MEN MAY NOT EAT EACH OTHER UP LIKE FISHES; BUT THAT, BY MEANS OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF LAWS, THEY MAY KEEP DOWN AN EXCESS OF WICKEDNESS AMONG THE NATIONS. AND CONSIDERED FROM THIS POINT OF VIEW, THOSE WHO EXACT TRIBUTE FROM US ARE "GOD'S MINISTERS, SERVING FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE." 
3. AS, THEN, "THE POWERS THAT BE ARE ORDAINED OF GOD," IT IS CLEAR THAT THE DEVIL LIED WHEN HE SAID, "THESE ARE DELIVERED UNTO ME; AND TO WHOMSOEVER I WILL, I GIVE THEM." FOR BY THE LAW OF THE SAME BEING AS CALLS MEN INTO EXISTENCE ARE KINGS ALSO APPOINTED, ADAPTED FOR THOSE MEN WHO ARE AT THE TIME PLACED UNDER THEIR GOVERNMENT. SOME OF THESE [RULERS] ARE GIVEN FOR THE CORRECTION AND THE BENEFIT OF THEIR SUBJECTS, AND FOR THE PRESERVATION OF JUSTICE; BUT OTHERS, FOR THE PURPOSES OF FEAR AND PUNISHMENT AND REBUKE: OTHERS, AS [THE SUBJECTS] DESERVE IT, ARE FOR DECEPTION, DISGRACE, AND PRIDE; WHILE THE JUST JUDGMENT OF GOD, AS I HAVE OBSERVED ALREADY, PASSES EQUALLY UPON ALL. THE DEVIL, HOWEVER, AS HE IS THE APOSTATE ANGEL, CAN ONLY GO TO THIS LENGTH, AS HE DID AT THE BEGINNING, [NAMELY] TO DECEIVE AND LEAD ASTRAY THE MIND OF MAN INTO DISOBEYING THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND GRADUALLY TO DARKEN THE HEARTS OF THOSE WHO WOULD ENDEAVOUR TO SERVE HIM, TO THE FORGETTING OF THE TRUE GOD, BUT TO THE ADORATION OF HIMSELF AS GOD. 
4. JUST AS IF ANY ONE, BEING AN APOSTATE, AND SEIZING IN A HOSTILE MANNER ANOTHER MAN'S TERRITORY, SHOULD HARASS THE INHABITANTS OF IT, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT CLAIM FOR HIMSELF THE GLORY OF A KING AMONG THOSE IGNORANT OF HIS APOSTASY AND ROBBERY; SO LIKEWISE ALSO THE DEVIL, BEING ONE AMONG THOSE ANGELS WHO ARE PLACED OVER THE SPIRIT OF THE AIR, AS THE APOSTLE PAUL HAS DECLARED IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS,(1) BECOMING ENVIOUS OF MAN, WAS RENDERED AN APOSTATE FROM THE DIVINE LAW: FOR ENVY IS A THING FOREIGN TO GOD. AND AS HIS APOSTASY WAS EXPOSED BY MAN, AND MAN BECAME THE [MEANS OF] SEARCHING OUT HIS THOUGHTS (ET EXAMINATIO SENTENTIOE EJUS, HOMO FACTUS EST), HE HAS SET HIMSELF TO THIS WITH GREATER AND GREATER DETERMINATION, IN OPPOSITION TO MAN, ENVYING HIS LIFE, AND WISHING TO INVOLVE HIM IN HIS OWN APOSTATE POWER. THE WORD OF GOD, HOWEVER, THE MAKER OF ALL THINGS, CONQUERING HIM BY MEANS OF HUMAN NATURE, AND SHOWING HIM TO BE AN APOSTATE, HAS, ON THE CONTRARY, PUT HIM UNDER THE POWER OF MAN. FOR HE SAYS, "BEHOLD, I CONFER UPON YOU THE POWER OF TREADING UPON SERPENTS AND SCORPIONS, AND UPON ALL THE POWER OF THE ENEMY,"(2) IN ORDER THAT, AS HE OBTAINED DOMINION OVER MAN BY APOSTASY, SO AGAIN HIS APOSTASY MIGHT BE DEPRIVED OF POWER BY MEANS OF MAN TURNING BACK AGAIN TO GOD. 
CHAP. XXV.--THE FRAUD, PRIDE, AND TYRANNICAL KINGDOM OF ANTICHRIST, AS DESCRIBED BY DANIEL AND PAUL. 
1. AND NOT ONLY BY THE PARTICULARS ALREADY MENTIONED, BUT ALSO BY MEANS OF THE EVENTS WHICH SHALL OCCUR IN THE TIME OF ANTICHRIST IS IT SHOWN THAT HE, BEING AN APOSTATE AND A ROBBER, IS ANXIOUS TO BE ADORED AS GOD; AND THAT, ALTHOUGH A MERE SLAVE, HE WISHES HIMSELF TO BE PROCLAIMED AS A KING. FOR HE (ANTICHRIST) BEING ENDUED WITH ALL THE POWER OF THE DEVIL, SHALL COME, NOT AS A RIGHTEOUS KING, NOR AS A LEGITIMATE KING, [I.E., ONE] IN SUBJECTION TO GOD, BUT AN IMPIOUS, UNJUST, AND LAWLESS ONE; AS AN APOSTATE, INIQUITOUS AND MURDEROUS; AS A ROBBER, CONCENTRATING IN HIMSELF [ALL] SATANIC APOSTASY, AND SETTING ASIDE IDOLS TO PERSUADE [MEN] THAT HE HIMSELF IS GOD, RAISING UP HIMSELF AS THE ONLY IDOL, HAVING IN HIMSELF THE MULTIFARIOUS ERRORS OF THE OTHER IDOLS. THIS HE DOES, IN ORDER THAT THEY WHO DO [NOW] WORSHIP THE DEVIL BY MEANS OF MANY ABOMINATIONS, MAY SERVE HIMSELF BY THIS ONE IDOL, OF WHOM THE APOSTLE THUS SPEAKS IN THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS: "UNLESS THERE SHALL COME A FAILING AWAY FIRST, AND THE MAN OF SIN SHALL BE REVEALED, THE SON OF PERDITION, WHO OPPOSETH AND EXALTETH HIMSELF ABOVE ALL THAT IS CALLED GOD, OR THAT IS WORSHIPPED; SO THAT HE SITTETH IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, SHOWING HIMSELF AS IF HE WERE GOD." THE APOSTLE THEREFORE CLEARLY POINTS OUT HIS APOSTASY, AND THAT HE IS LIFTED UP ABOVE ALL THAT IS CALLED GOD, OR THAT IS WORSHIPPED--THAT IS, ABOVE EVERY IDOL--FOR THESE ARE INDEED SO CALLED BY MEN, BUT ARE NOT [REALLY] GODS; AND THAT HE WILL ENDEAVOUR IN A TYRANNICAL MANNER TO SET HIMSELF FORTH AS GOD. 
2. MOREOVER, HE (THE APOSTLE) HAS ALSO POINTED OUT THIS WHICH I HAVE SHOWN IN MANY WAYS, THAT THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM WAS MADE BY THE DIRECTION OF THE TRUE GOD. FOR THE APOSTLE HIMSELF, SPEAKING IN HIS OWN PERSON, DISTINCTLY CALLED IT THE TEMPLE OF GOD. NOW I HAVE SHOWN IN THE THIRD BOOK, THAT NO ONE IS TERMED GOD BY THE APOSTLES WHEN SPEAKING FOR THEMSELVES, EXCEPT HIM WHO TRULY IS GOD, THE FATHER OF OUR LORD, BY WHOSE DIRECTIONS THE TEMPLE WHICH IS AT JERUSALEM WAS CONSTRUCTED FOR THOSE PURPOSES WHICH I HAVE ALREADY MENTIONED; IN WHICH [TEMPLE] THE ENEMY SHALL SIT, ENDEAVOURING TO SHOW HIMSELF AS CHRIST, AS THE LORD ALSO DECLARES: "BUT WHEN YE SHALL SEE THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION, WHICH HAS BEEN SPOKEN OF BY DANIEL THE PROPHET, STANDING IN THE HOLY PLACE (LET HIM THAT READETH UNDERSTAND), THEN LET THOSE WHO ARE IN JUDEA FLEE INTO THE MOUNTAINS; AND HE WHO IS UPON THE HOUSE-TOP, LET HIM NOT COME DOWN TO TAKE ANYTHING OUT OF HIS HOUSE: FOR THERE SHALL THEN BE GREAT HARDSHIP, SUCH AS HAS NOT BEEN FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD UNTIL NOW, NOR EVER SHALL BE."(3) 
3. DANIEL TOO, LOOKING FORWARD TO THE END OF THE LAST KINGDOM, I.E., THE TEN LAST KINGS, AMONGST WHOM THE KINGDOM OF THOSE MEN SHALL BE PARTITIONED, AND UPON WHOM THE SON OF PERDITION SHALL COME, DECLARES THAT TEN HORNS SHALL SPRING FROM THE BEAST, AND THAT ANOTHER LITTLE HORN SHALL ARISE IN THE MIDST OF THEM, AND THAT THREE OF THE FORMER, SHALL BE ROOTED UP BEFORE HIS FACE. HE SAYS: "AND, BEHOLD, EYES WERE IN THIS HORN AS THE EYES OF A MAN, AND A MOUTH SPEAKING GREAT THINGS, AND HIS LOOK WAS MORE-STOUT THAN HIS FELLOWS. I WAS LOOKING, AND THIS HORN MADE WAR AGAINST THE SAINTS, AND PREVAILED AGAINST THEM, UNTIL THE ANCIENT OF DAYS CAME AND GAVE JUDGMENT TO THE SAINTS OF THE MOST HIGH GOD, AND THE TIME CAME, AND THE SAINTS OBTAINED THE KINGDOM."(4) THEN, FURTHER ON, IN THE INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION, THERE WAS SAID TO HIM: "THE FOURTH BEAST SHALL BE THE FOURTH KINGDOM UPON EARTH, WHICH SHALL EXCEL ALL OTHER KINGDOMS, AND DEVOUR THE WHOLE EARTH, AND TREAD IT DOWN, AND CUT IT IN PIECES. AND ITS TEN HORNS ARE TEN KINGS WHICH SHALL ARISE; AND AFTER THEM SHALL ARISE ANOTHER, WHO SHALL SURPASS IN EVIL DEEDS ALL THAT WERE BEFORE HIM, AND SHALL OVERTHROW THREE KINGS; AND HE SHALL SPEAK WORDS AGAINST THE MOST HIGH GOD, AND WEAR OUT THE SAINTS OF THE MOST HIGH GOD, AND SHALL PURPOSE TO CHANGE TIMES AND LAWS; AND [EVERYTHING] SHALL BE GIVEN INTO HIS HAND UNTIL A TIME OF TIMES AND A HALF TIME,"(1) THAT IS, FOR THREE YEARS AND SIX MONTHS, DURING WHICH TIME, WHEN HE COMES, HE SHALL REIGN OVER THE EARTH. OF WHOM ALSO THE APOSTLE PAUL AGAIN, SPEAKING IN THE SECOND [EPISTLE] TO THE THESSALONIANS, AND AT THE SAME TIME PROCLAIMING THE CAUSE OF HIS ADVENT, THUS SAYS: "AND THEN SHALL THE WICKED ONE BE REVEALED, WHOM THE LORD JESUS SHALL SLAY WITH THE SPIRIT OF HIS MOUTH, AND DESTROY BY THE PRESENCE OF HIS COMING; WHOSE COMING [I.E., THE WICKED ONE'S] IS AFTER THE WORKING OF SATAN, IN ALL POWER, AND SIGNS, AND PORTENTS OF LIES, AND WITH ALL DECEIVABLENESS OF WICKEDNESS FOR THOSE WHO PERISH; BECAUSE THEY DID NOT RECEIVE THE LOVE OF THE TRUTH, THAT THEY MIGHT BE SAVED. AND THEREFORE, GOD WILL SEND THEM THE WORKING OF ERROR, THAT THEY MAY BELIEVE A LIE; THAT THEY ALL MAY BE JUDGED WHO DID NOT BELIEVE THE TRUTH, BUT GAVE CONSENT TO INIQUITY,"(2) 
4. THE LORD ALSO SPOKE AS FOLLOWS TO THOSE WHO DID NOT BELIEVE IN HIM: "I HAVE COME IN MY FATHER'S NAME, AND YE HAVE NOT RECEIVED ME: WHEN ANOTHER SHALL COME IN HIS OWN NAME, HIM YE WILL RECEIVE,"(3) CALLING ANTICHRIST "THE OTHER," BECAUSE HE IS ALIENATED FROM THE LORD. THIS IS ALSO THE UNJUST JUDGE, WHOM THE LORD MENTIONED AS ONE "WHO FEARED NOT GOD, NEITHER REGARDED MAN,"(4) TO WHOM THE WIDOW FLED IN HER FORGETFULNESS OF GOD, THAT IS, THE EARTHLY JERUSALEM, TO BE AVENGED OF HER ADVERSARY. WHICH ALSO HE SHALL DO IN THE TIME OF HIS KINGDOM: HE SHALL REMOVE HIS KINGDOM INTO THAT [CITY], AND SHALL SIT IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, LEADING ASTRAY THOSE WHO WORSHIP HIM, AS IF HE WERE CHRIST. TO THIS PURPOSE DANIEL SAYS AGAIN: "AND HE SHALL DESOLATE THE HOLY PLACE; AND SIN HAS BEEN GIVEN FOR A SACRIFICE,(5) AND RIGHTEOUSNESS BEEN CAST AWAY IN THE EARTH, AND HE HAS BEEN ACTIVE (FECIT), AND GONE ON PROSPEROUSLY."(6) AND THE ANGEL GABRIEL, WHEN EXPLAINING HIS VISION, STATES WITH REGARD TO THIS PERSON: "AND TOWARDS THE END OF THEIR KINGDOM A KING OF A MOST FIERCE COUNTENANCE SHALL ARISE, ONE UNDERSTANDING [DARK] QUESTIONS, AND EXCEEDINGLY POWERFUL, FULL OF WONDERS; AND HE SHALL CORRUPT, DIRECT, INFLUENCE (FACIET), AND PUT STRONG MEN DOWN, THE HOLY PEOPLE LIKEWISE; AND HIS YOKE SHALL BE DIRECTED AS A WREATH [ROUND THEIR NECK]; DECEIT SHALL BE IN HIS HAND, AND HE SHALL BE LIFTED UP IN HIS HEART: HE SHALL ALSO RUIN MANY BY DECEIT, AND LEAD MANY TO PERDITION, BRUISING THEM IN HIS HAND LIKE EGGS."(7) AND THEN HE POINTS OUT THE TIME THAT HIS TYRANNY SHALL LAST, DURING WHICH THE SAINTS SHALL BE PUT TO FLIGHT, THEY WHO OFFER A PURE SACRIFICE UNTO GOD: "AND IN THE MIDST OF THE WEEK," HE SAYS, "THE SACRIFICE AND THE LIBATION SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY, AND THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION [SHALL BE BROUGHT] INTO THE TEMPLE: EVEN UNTO THE CONSUMMATION OF THE TIME SHALL THE DESOLATION BE COMPLETE."(8) NOW THREE YEARS AND SIX MONTHS CONSTITUTE THE HALF-WEEK. 
5. FROM ALL THESE PASSAGES ARE REVEALED TO US, NOT MERELY THE PARTICULARS OF THE APOSTASY, AND [THE DOINGS] OF HIM WHO CONCENTRATES IN HIMSELF EVERY SATANIC ERROR, BUT ALSO, THAT THERE IS ONE AND THE SAME GOD THE FATHER, WHO WAS DECLARED BY THE PROPHETS, BUT MADE MANIFEST BY CHRIST. FOR IF WHAT DANIEL PROPHESIED CONCERNING THE END HAS BEEN CONFIRMED BY THE LORD, WHEN HE SAID, "WHEN YE SHALL SEE THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION, WHICH HAS BEEN SPOKEN OF BY DANIEL THE PROPHET"(9) (AND THE ANGEL GABRIEL GAVE THE INTERPRETATION OF THE VISIONS TO DANIEL, AND HE IS THE ARCHANGEL OF THE CREATOR (DEMIURGI), WHO ALSO PROCLAIMED TO MARY THE VISIBLE COINING AND THE INCARNATION OF CHRIST), THEN ONE AND THE SAME GOD IS MOST MANIFESTLY POINTED OUT, WHO SENT THE PROPHETS, AND MADE PROMISE(10) OF THE SON, AND CALLED US INTO HIS KNOWLEDGE. 
CHAP. XXVI.--JOHN AND DANIEL HAVE PREDICTED THE DISSOLUTION AND DESOLATION OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, WHICH SHALL PRECEDE THE END OF THE WORLD AND THE ETERNAL KINGDOM OF CHRIST. THE GNOSTICS ARE REFUTED, THOSE TOOLS OF SATAN, WHO INVENT ANOTHER FATHER DIFFERENT FROM THE CREATOR. 
1. IN A STILL CLEARER LIGHT HAS JOHN, IN THE APOCALYPSE, INDICATED TO THE LORD'S DISCIPLES WHAT SHALL HAPPEN IN THE LAST TIMES, AND CONCERNING THE TEN KINGS WHO SHALL THEN ARISE, AMONG WHOM THE EMPIRE WHICH NOW RULES [THE EARTH] SHALL BE PARTITIONED. HE TEACHES US WHAT THE TEN HORNS SHALL BE WHICH WERE SEEN BY DANIEL, TELLING US THAT THUS IT HAD BEEN SAID TO HIM: "AND THE TEN HORNS WHICH THOU SAWEST ARE TEN KINGS, WHO HAVE RECEIVED NO KINGDOM AS YET, BUT SHALL RECEIVE POWER AS IF KINGS ONE HOUR WITH THE BEAST. THESE HAVE ONE MIND, AND GIVE THEIR STRENGTH AND POWER TO THE BEAST. THESE SHALL MAKE WAR WITH THE LAMB, AND THE LAMB SHALL OVERCOME THEM, BECAUSE HE IS THE LORD OF LORDS AND THE KING OF KINGS."(11) IT IS MANIFEST, THEREFORE, THAT OF THESE [POTENTATES], HE WHO IS TO COME SHALL SLAY THREE, AND SUBJECT THE REMAINDER TO HIS POWER, AND THAT HE SHALL BE HIMSELF THE EIGHTH AMONG THEM. AND THEY SHALL LAY BABYLON WASTE, AND BURN HER WITH FIRE, AND SHALL GIVE THEIR KINGDOM TO THE BEAST, AND PUT THE CHURCH TO FLIGHT. AFTER THAT THEY SHALL BE DESTROYED BY THE COMING OF OUR LORD. FOR THAT THE KINGDOM MUST BE DIVIDED, AND THUS COME TO RUIN, THE LORD [DECLARES WHEN HE] SAYS: "EVERY KINGDOM DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF IS BROUGHT TO DESOLATION, AND EVERY CITY OR HOUSE DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF SHALL NOT STAND."(1) IT MUST BE, THEREFORE, THAT THE KINGDOM, THE CITY, AND THE HOUSE BE DIVIDED INTO TEN; AND FOR THIS REASON HE HAS ALREADY FORESHADOWED THE PARTITION AND DIVISION [WHICH SHALL TAKE PLACE]. DANIEL ALSO SAYS PARTICULARLY, THAT THE END OF THE FOURTH KINGDOM CONSISTS IN THE TOES OF THE IMAGE SEEN BY NEBUCHADNEZZAR, UPON WHICH CAME THE STONE CUT OUT WITHOUT HANDS; AND AS HE DOES HIMSELF SAY: "THE FEET WERE INDEED THE ONE PART IRON, THE OTHER PART CLAY, UNTIL THE STONE WAS CUT OUT WITHOUT HANDS, AND STRUCK THE IMAGE UPON THE IRON AND CLAY FEET, AND DASHED THEM INTO PIECES, EVEN TO THE END."(2) THEN AFTERWARDS, WHEN INTERPRETING THIS, HE SAYS: "AND AS THOU SAWEST THE FEET AND THE TOES, PARTLY INDEED OF CLAY, AND PARTLY OF IRON, THE KINGDOM SHALL BE DIVIDED, AND THERE SHALL BE IN IT A ROOT OF IRON, AS THOU SAWEST IRON MIXED WITH BAKED CLAY. AND THE TOES WERE INDEED THE ONE PART IRON, BUT THE OTHER PART CLAY."(3) THE TEN TOES, THEREFORE, ARE THESE TEN KINGS, AMONG WHOM THE KINGDOM SHALL BE PARTITIONED, OF WHOM SOME INDEED SHALL BE STRONG AND ACTIVE, OR ENERGETIC; OTHERS, AGAIN, SHALL BE SLUGGISH AND USELESS, AND SHALL NOT AGREE; AS ALSO DANIEL SAYS: "SOME PART OF THE KINGDOM SHALL BE STRONG, AND PART SHALL BE BROKEN FROM IT. AS THOU SAWEST THE IRON MIXED WITH THE BAKED CLAY, THERE SHALL BE MINGLINGS AMONG THE HUMAN RACE, BUT NO COHESION ONE WITH THE OTHER, JUST AS IRON CANNOT BE WELDED ON TO POTTERY WARE."(4) AND SINCE AN END SHALL TAKE PLACE, HE SAYS: "AND IN THE DAYS OF THESE KINGS SHALL THE GOD OF HEAVEN RAISE UP A KINGDOM WHICH SHALL NEVER DECAY, AND HIS KINGDOM SHALL NOT BE LEFT TO ANOTHER PEOPLE. IT SHALL BREAK IN PIECES AND SHATTER ALL KINGDOMS, AND SHALL ITSELF BE EXALTED FOR EVER. AS THOU SAWEST THAT THE STONE WAS CUT WITHOUT HANDS FROM THE MOUNTAIN, AND BRAKE IN PIECES THE BAKED CLAY, THE IRON, THE BRASS, THE SILVER, AND THE GOLD, GOD HAS POINTED OUT TO THE KING WHAT SHALL COME TO PASS AFTER THESE THINGS; AND THE DREAM IS TRUE, AND THE INTERPRETATION TRUSTWORTHY."(5) 
2. IF THEREFORE THE GREAT GOD SHOWED FUTURE THINGS BY DANIEL, AND CONFIRMED THEM BY HIS SON; AND IF CHRIST IS THE STONE WHICH IS CUT OUT WITHOUT HANDS, WHO SHALL DESTROY TEMPORAL KINGDOMS, AND INTRODUCE AN ETERNAL ONE, WHICH IS THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST; AS HE DECLARES, "THE GOD OF HEAVEN SHALL RAISE UP A KINGDOM WHICH SHALL NEVER BE DESTROYED,"--LET THOSE THUS CONFUTED COME TO THEIR SENSES, WHO REJECT THE CREATOR (DEMIURGUM), AND DO NOT AGREE THAT THE PROPHETS WERE SENT BEFOREHAND FROM THE SAME FATHER FROM WHOM ALSO THE LORD CAME, BUT WHO ASSERT THAT PROPHECIES ORIGINATED FROM DIVERSE POWERS. FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN PREDICTED BY THE CREATOR ALIKE THROUGH ALL THE PROPHETS HAS CHRIST FULFILLED IN THE END, MINISTERING TO HIS FATHER'S WILL, AND COMPLETING HIS DISPENSATIONS WITH REGARD TO THE HUMAN RACE. LET THOSE PERSONS, THEREFORE, WHO BLASPHEME THE CREATOR, EITHER BY OPENLY EXPRESSED WORDS, SUCH AS THE DISCIPLES OF MARCION, OR BY A PERVERSION OF THE SENSE [OF SCRIPTURE], AS THOSE OF VALENTINUS AND ALL THE GNOSTICS FALSELY SO CALLED, BE RECOGNISED AS AGENTS OF SATAN BY ALL THOSE WHO WORSHIP GOD; THROUGH WHOSE AGENCY SATAN NOW, AND NOT BEFORE, HAS BEEN SEEN TO SPEAK AGAINST GOD, EVEN HIM WHO HAS PREPARED ETERNAL FIRE FOR EVERY KIND OF APOSTASY. FOR HE DID NOT VENTURE TO BLASPHEME HIS LORD OPENLY OF HIMSELF; AS ALSO IN THE BEGINNING HE LED MAN ASTRAY THROUGH THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF THE SERPENT, CONCEALING HIMSELF AS IT WERE FROM GOD. TRULY HAS JUSTIN REMARKED:(6) THAT BEFORE THE LORD'S APPEARANCE SATAN NEVER DARED TO BLASPHEME GOD, INASMUCH AS HE DID NOT YET KNOW HIS OWN SENTENCE, BECAUSE IT WAS CONTAINED IN PARABLES AND ALLEGORIES; BUT THAT AFTER THE LORD'S APPEARANCE, WHEN HE HAD CLEARLY ASCERTAINED FROM THE WORDS OF CHRIST AND HIS APOSTLES THAT ETERNAL FIRE HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR HIM AS HE APOSTATIZED FROM GOD OF HIS OWN FREE-WILL, AND LIKEWISE FOR ALL WHO UNREPENTANT CONTINUE IN THE APOSTASY, HE NOW BLASPHEMES, BY MEANS OF SUCH MEN, THE LORD WHO BRINGS JUDGMENT [UPON HIM] AS BEING ALREADY CONDEMNED, AND IMPUTES THE GUILT OF HIS APOSTASY TO HIS MAKER, NOT TO HIS OWN VOLUNTARY DISPOSITION. JUST AS IT IS WITH THOSE WHO BREAK THE LAWS, WHEN PUNISHMENT OVERTAKES THEM: THEY THROW THE BLAME UPON THOSE WHO FRAME THE LAWS, BUT NOT UPON THEMSELVES. IN LIKE MANNER DO THOSE MEN, FILLED WITH A SATANIC SPIRIT, BRING INNUMERABLE ACCUSATIONS AGAINST OUR CREATOR, WHO HAS BOTH GIVEN TO US THE SPIRIT OF LIFE, AND ESTABLISHED A LAW ADAPTED FOR ALL; AND THEY WILL NOT ADMIT THAT THE JUDGMENT OF GOD IS JUST. WHEREFORE ALSO THEY SET ABOUT IMAGINING SOME OTHER FATHER WHO NEITHER CARES ABOUT NOR EXERCISES A PROVIDENCE OVER OUR AFFAIRS, NAY, ONE WHO EVEN APPROVES OF ALL SINS. 
CHAP. XXVII.--THE FUTURE JUDGMENT BY CHRIST. COMMUNION WITH AND SEPARATION FROM THE DIVINE BEING. THE ETERNAL PUNISHMENT OF UNBELIEVERS. 
1. IF THE FATHER, THEN, DOES NOT EXERCISE JUDGMENT, [IT FOLLOWS] THAT JUDGMENT DOES NOT BELONG TO HIM, OR THAT HE CONSENTS TO ALL THOSE ACTIONS WHICH TAKE PLACE; AND IF HE DOES NOT JUDGE, ALL PERSONS WILL BE EQUAL, AND ACCOUNTED IN THE SAME CONDITION. THE ADVENT OF CHRIST WILL THEREFORE BE WITHOUT AN OBJECT, YEA, ABSURD, INASMUCH AS [IN THAT CASE] HE EXERCISES NO JUDICIAL POWER. FOR "HE CAME TO DIVIDE A MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND THE DAUGHTER AGAINST THE MOTHER, AND THE DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST THE MOTHER-IN-LAW;"(1) AND WHEN TWO ARE IN ONE BED, TO TAKE THE ONE, AND TO LEAVE THE OTHER; AND OF TWO WOMEN GRINDING AT THE MILL, TO TAKE ONE AND LEAVE THE OTHER:(2) [ALSO] AT THE TIME OF THE END, TO ORDER THE REAPERS TO COLLECT FIRST THE TARES TOGETHER, AND BIND THEM IN BUNDLES, AND BURN THEM WITH UNQUENCHABLE FIRE, BUT TO GATHER UP THE WHEAT INTO THE BARN;(3) AND TO CALL THE LAMBS INTO THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR THEM, BUT TO SEND THE GOATS INTO EVERLASTING FIRE, WHICH HAS BEEN PREPARED BY HIS FATHER FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS.(4) AND WHY IS THIS? HAS THE WORD COME FOR THE RUIN AND FOR THE RESURRECTION OF MANY? FOR THE RUIN, CERTAINLY, OF THOSE WHO DO NOT BELIEVE HIM, TO WHOM ALSO HE HAS THREATENED A GREATER DAMNATION IN THE JUDGMENT-DAY THAN THAT OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH;(5) BUT FOR THE RESURRECTION OF BELIEVERS, AND THOSE WHO DO THE WILL OF HIS FATHER IN HEAVEN. IF THEN THE ADVENT OF THE SON COMES INDEED ALIKE TO ALL, BUT IS FOR THE PURPOSE OF JUDGING, AND SEPARATING THE BELIEVING FROM THE UNBELIEVING, SINCE, AS THOSE WHO BELIEVE DO HIS WILL AGREEABLY TO THEIR OWN CHOICE, AND AS, [ALSO] AGREEABLY TO THEIR OWN CHOICE, THE DISOBEDIENT DO NOT CONSENT TO HIS DOCTRINE; IT IS MANIFEST THAT HIS FATHER HAS MADE ALL IN A LIKE CONDITION, EACH PERSON HAVING A CHOICE OF HIS OWN, AND A FREE UNDERSTANDING; AND THAT HE HAS REGARD TO ALL THINGS, AND EXERCISES A PROVIDENCE OVER ALL, "MAKING HIS SUN TO RISE UPON THE EVIL AND ON THE GOOD, AND SENDING RAIN UPON THE JUST AND UNJUST."(6) 
2. AND TO AS MANY AS CONTINUE IN THEIR LOVE TOWARDS GOD, DOES HE GRANT COMMUNION WITH HIM. BUT COMMUNION WITH GOD IS LIFE AND LIGHT, AND THE ENJOYMENT OF ALL THE BENEFITS WHICH HE HAS IN STORE. BUT ON AS MANY AS, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN CHOICE, DEPART FROM GOD. HE INFLICTS THAT SEPARATION FROM HIMSELF WHICH THEY HAVE CHOSEN OF THEIR OWN ACCORD. BUT SEPARATION FROM GOD IS DEATH, AND SEPARATION FROM LIGHT IS DARKNESS; AND SEPARATION FROM GOD CONSISTS IN THE LOSS OF ALL THE BENEFITS WHICH HE HAS IN STORE. THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO CAST AWAY BY APOSTASY THESE FOREMENTIONED THINGS, BEING IN FACT DESTITUTE OF ALL GOOD, DO EXPERIENCE EVERY KIND OF PUNISHMENT. GOD, HOWEVER, DOES NOT PUNISH THEM IMMEDIATELY OF HIMSELF, BUT THAT PUNISHMENT FALLS UPON THEM BECAUSE THEY ARE DESTITUTE OF ALL THAT IS GOOD. NOW, GOOD THINGS ARE ETERNAL AND WITHOUT END WITH GOD, AND THEREFORE THE LOSS OF THESE IS ALSO ETERNAL AND NEVER-ENDING. IT IS IN THIS MATTER JUST AS OCCURS IN THE CASE OF A FLOOD OF LIGHT: THOSE WHO HAVE BLINDED THEMSELVES, OR HAVE BEEN BLINDED BY OTHERS, ARE FOR EVER DEPRIVED OF THE ENJOYMENT OF LIGHT. IT IS NOT, [HOWEVER], THAT THE LIGHT HAS INFLICTED UPON THEM THE PENALTY OF BLINDNESS, BUT IT IS THAT THE BLINDNESS ITSELF HAS BROUGHT CALAMITY UPON THEM: AND THEREFORE, THE LORD DECLARED, "HE THAT BELIEVETH IN ME IS NOT CONDEMNED,"(7) THAT IS, IS NOT SEPARATED FROM GOD, FOR HE IS UNITED TO GOD THROUGH FAITH. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE SAYS, "HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT IS CONDEMNED ALREADY, BECAUSE HE HAS NOT BELIEVED IN THE NAME OF THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD;" THAT IS, HE SEPARATED HIMSELF FROM GOD OF HIS OWN ACCORD. "FOR THIS IS THE CONDEMNATION, THAT LIGHT IS COME INTO THIS WORLD, AND MEN HAVE LOVED DARKNESS RATHER THAN LIGHT. FOR EVERY ONE WHO DOETH EVIL HATETH THE LIGHT, AND COMETH NOT TO THE LIGHT, LEST HIS DEEDS SHOULD BE REPROVED. BUT HE THAT DOETH TRUTH COMETH TO THE LIGHT, THAT HIS DEEDS MAY BE MADE MANIFEST, THAT HE HAS WROUGHT THEM IN GOD." 
CHAP. XXVIII.--THE DISTINCTION TO BE MADE BETWEEN THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. THE FUTURE APOSTASY IN THE TIME OF ANTI-CHRIST, AND THE END OF THE WORLD. 
1. INASMUCH, THEN, AS IN THIS WORLD (AIWNI) SOME PERSONS BETAKE THEMSELVES TO THE LIGHT, AND BY FAITH UNITE THEMSELVES WITH GOD, BUT OTHERS SHUN THE LIGHT, AND SEPARATE THEMSELVES FROM GOD, THE WORD OF GOD COMES PREPARING A FIT HABITATION FOR BOTH. FOR THOSE INDEED WHO ARE IN THE LIGHT, THAT THEY MAY DERIVE ENJOYMENT FROM IT, AND FROM THE GOOD THINGS CONTAINED IN IT; BUT FOR THOSE IN DARKNESS, THAT THEY MAY PARTAKE IN ITS CALAMITIES. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, HE SAYS, THAT THOSE UPON THE RIGHT HAND ARE CALLED INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, BUT THAT THOSE ON THE LEFT HE WILL SEND INTO ETERNAL FIRE FOR THEY HAVE DEPRIVED THEMSELVES OF ALL GOOD. 
2. AND FOR THIS REASON THE APOSTLE SAYS: "BECAUSE THEY RECEIVED NOT THE LOVE OF GOD, THAT THEY MIGHT BE SAVED, THEREFORE GOD SHALL ALSO SEND THEM THE OPERATION OF ERROR, THAT THEY MAY BELIEVE A LIE, THAT THEY ALL MAY BE JUDGED WHO HAVE NOT BELIEVED THE TRUTH, BUT CONSENTED TO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS."(1) FOR WHEN HE (ANTICHRIST) IS COME, AND OF HIS OWN ACCORD CONCENTRATES IN HIS OWN PERSON THE APOSTASY, AND ACCOMPLISHES WHATEVER HE SHALL DO ACCORDING TO HIS OWN WILL AND CHOICE, SITTING ALSO IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, SO THAT HIS DUPES MAY ADORE HIM AS THE CHRIST; WHEREFORE ALSO SHALL HE DESERVEDLY "BE CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE:"(2) [THIS WILL HAPPEN ACCORDING TO DIVINE APPOINTMENT], GOD BY HIS PRESCIENCE FORESEEING ALL THIS, AND AT THE PROPER TIME SENDING SUCH A MAN, "THAT THEY MAY BELIEVE A LIE, THAT THEY ALL MAY BE JUDGED WHO DID NOT BELIEVE THE TRUTH, BUT CONSENTED TO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS;" WHOSE COMING JOHN HAS THUS DESCRIBED IN THE APOCALYPSE: "AND THE BEAST WHICH I HAD SEEN WAS LIKE UNTO A LEOPARD, AND HIS FEET AS OF A BEAR, AND HIS MOUTH AS THE MOUTH OF A LION; AND THE DRAGON CONFERRED HIS OWN POWER UPON HIM, AND HIS THRONE, AND GREAT MIGHT. AND ONE OF HIS HEADS WAS AS IT WERE SLAIN UNTO DEATH; AND HIS DEADLY WOUND WAS HEALED, AND ALL THE WORLD WONDERED AFTER THE BEAST. AND THEY WORSHIPPED THE DRAGON BECAUSE HE GAVE POWER TO THE BEAST; AND THEY WORSHIPPED THE BEAST, SAYING, WHO IS LIKE UNTO THIS BEAST, AND WHO IS ABLE TO MAKE WAR WITH HIM? AND THERE WAS GIVEN UNTO HIM A MOUTH SPEAKING GREAT THINGS, AND BLASPHEMY AND POWER WAS GIVEN TO HIM DURING FORTY AND TWO MONTHS. AND HE OPENED HIS MOUTH FOR BLASPHEMY AGAINST GOD, TO BLASPHEME HIS NAME AND HIS TABERNACLE, AND THOSE WHO DWELL IN HEAVEN. AND POWER WAS GIVEN HIM OVER EVERY TRIBE, AND PEOPLE, AND TONGUE, AND NATION. AND ALL WHO DWELL UPON THE EARTH WORSHIPPED HIM, [EVERY ONE] WHOSE NAME WAS NOT WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAMB SLAIN FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. IF ANY ONE HAS EARS, LET HIM HEAR. IF ANY ONE SHALL LEAD INTO CAPTIVITY, HE SHALL GO INTO CAPTIVITY. IF ANY SHALL SLAY WITH THE SWORD, HE MUST BE SLAIN WITH THE SWORD. HERE IS THE ENDURANCE AND THE FAITH OF THE SAINTS."(3) AFTER THIS HE LIKEWISE DESCRIBES HIS ARMOUR-BEARER, WHOM HE ALSO TERMS A FALSE PROPHET: "HE SPAKE AS A DRAGON, AND EXERCISED ALL THE POWER OF THE FIRST BEAST IN HIS SIGHT, AND CAUSED THE EARTH, AND THOSE THAT DWELL THEREIN, TO ADORE THE FIRST BEAST, WHOSE DEADLY WOUND WAS HEALED. AND HE SHALL PERFORM GREAT WONDERS, SO THAT HE CAN EVEN CAUSE FIRE TO DESCEND FROM HEAVEN UPON THE EARTH IN THE SIGHT OF MEN, AND HE SHALL LEAD THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH ASTRAY."(4) LET NO ONE IMAGINE THAT HE PERFORMS THESE WONDERS BY DIVINE POWER, BUT BY THE WORKING OF MAGIC. AND WE MUST NOT BE SURPRISED IF, SINCE THE DEMONS AND APOSTATE SPIRITS ARE AT HIS SERVICE, HE THROUGH THEIR MEANS PERFORMS WONDERS, BY WHICH HE LEADS THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH ASTRAY. JOHN SAYS FURTHER: "AND HE SHALL ORDER AN IMAGE OF THE BEAST TO BE MADE, AND HE SHALL GIVE BREATH TO THE IMAGE, SO THAT THE IMAGE SHALL SPEAK; AND HE SHALL CAUSE THOSE TO BE SLAIN WHO WILL NOT ADORE IT." HE SAYS ALSO: "AND HE WILL CAUSE A MARK [TO BE PUT] IN THE FOREHEAD AND IN THE FIGHT HAND, THAT NO ONE MAY BE ABLE TO BUY OR SELL, UNLESS HE WHO HAS THE MARK OF THE NAME OF THE BEAST OR THE NUMBER OF HIS NAME; AND THE NUMBER IS SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY- SIX,"(5) THAT IS, SIX TIMES A HUNDRED, SIX TIMES TEN, AND SIX UNITS. [HE GIVES THIS] AS A SUMMING UP OF THE WHOLE OF THAT APOSTASY WHICH HAS TAKEN PLACE DURING SIX THOUSAND YEARS. 
3. FOR IN AS MANY DAYS AS THIS WORLD WAS MADE, IN SO MANY THOUSAND YEARS SHALL IT BE CONCLUDED. AND FOR THIS REASON, THE SCRIPTURE SAYS: "THUS THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH WERE FINISHED, AND ALL THEIR ADORNMENT. AND GOD BROUGHT TO A CONCLUSION UPON THE SIXTH DAY THE WORKS THAT HE HAD MADE; AND GOD RESTED UPON THE SEVENTH DAY FROM ALL HIS WORKS."(6) THIS IS AN ACCOUNT OF THE THINGS FORMERLY CREATED, AS ALSO IT IS A PROPHECY OF WHAT IS TO COME. FOR THE DAY OF THE LORD IS AS A THOUSAND YEARS;(7) AND IN SIX DAYS CREATED THINGS WERE COMPLETED: IT IS EVIDENT, THEREFORE, THAT THEY WILL COME TO AN END AT THE SIXTH THOUSAND YEAR. 
4. AND THEREFORE THROUGHOUT ALL TIME, MAN, HAVING BEEN MOULDED AT THE BEGINNING BY THE HANDS OF GOD, THAT IS, OF THE SON AND OF THE SPIRIT, IS MADE AFTER THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD: THE CHAFF, INDEED, WHICH IS THE APOSTASY, BEING CAST AWAY; BUT THE WHEAT, THAT IS, THOSE WHO BRING FORTH FRUIT TO GOD IN FAITH, BEING GATHERED INTO THE BARN. AND FOR THIS CAUSE, TRIBULATION IS NECESSARY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SAVED, THAT HAVING BEEN AFTER A MANNER BROKEN UP, AND RENDERED FINE, AND SPRINKLED OVER BY THE PATIENCE OF THE WORD OF GOD, AND SET ON FIRE [FOR PURIFICATION], THEY MAY BE FITTED FOR THE ROYAL BANQUET. AS A CERTAIN MAN OF OURS SAID, WHEN HE WAS CONDEMNED TO THE WILD BEASTS BECAUSE OF HIS TESTIMONY WITH RESPECT TO GOD: "I AM THE WHEAT OF CHRIST, AND AM GROUND BY THE TEETH OF THE WILD BEASTS, THAT I MAY BE FOUND THE PURE BREAD OF GOD."(8) 
CHAP. XXIX.--ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN CREATED FOR THE SERVICE OF MAN. THE DECEITS, WICKEDNESS, AND APOSTATE POWER OF ANTICHRIST. THIS WAS PREFIGURED AT THE DELUGE, AS AFTERWARDS BY THE PERSECUTION OF SHADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABEDNEGO. 
1. IN THE PREVIOUS BOOKS I HAVE SET FORTH THE CAUSES FOR WHICH GOD PERMITTED THESE THINGS TO BE MADE, AND HAVE POINTED OUT THAT ALL SUCH HAVE BEEN CREATED FOR THE BENEFIT OF THAT HUMAN NATURE WHICH IS SAVED, RIPENING FOR IMMORTALITY THAT WHICH IS [POSSESSED] OF ITS OWN FREE WILL AND ITS OWN POWER, AND PREPARING AND RENDERING IT MORE ADAPTED FOR ETERNAL SUBJECTION TO GOD. AND THEREFORE, THE CREATION IS SUITED TO [THE WANTS OF] MAN; FOR MAN WAS NOT MADE FOR ITS SAKE, BUT CREATION FOR THE SAKE OF MAN. THOSE NATIONS HOWEVER, WHO DID NOT OF THEMSELVES RAISE UP THEIR EYES UNTO HEAVEN, NOR RETURNED THANKS TO THEIR MAKER, NOR WISHED TO BEHOLD THE LIGHT OF TRUTH, BUT WHO WERE LIKE BLIND MICE CONCEALED IN THE DEPTHS OF IGNORANCE, THE WORD JUSTLY RECKONS "AS WASTE WATER FROM A SINK, AND AS THE TURNING-WEIGHT OF A BALANCE--IN FACT, AS NOTHING;"(1) SO FAR USEFUL AND SERVICEABLE TO THE JUST, AS STUBBLE CONDUCES TOWARDS THE GROWTH OF THE WHEAT, AND ITS STRAW, BY MEANS OF COMBUSTION, SERVES FOR WORKING GOLD. AND THEREFORE, WHEN IN THE END THE CHURCH SHALL BE SUDDENLY CAUGHT UP FROM THIS, IT IS SAID, "THERE SHALL BE TRIBULATION SUCH AS HAS NOT BEEN SINCE THE BEGINNING, NEITHER SHALL BE."(2) FOR THIS IS THE LAST CONTEST OF THE RIGHTEOUS, IN WHICH, WHEN THEY OVERCOME, THEY ARE CROWNED WITH INCORRUPTION. 
2. AND THERE IS THEREFORE IN THIS BEAST, WHEN HE COMES, A RECAPITULATION MADE OF ALL SORTS OF INIQUITY AND OF EVERY DECEIT, IN ORDER THAT ALL APOSTATE POWER, FLOWING INTO AND BEING SHUT UP IN HIM, MAY BE SENT INTO THE FURNACE OF FIRE. FITTINGLY, THEREFORE, SHALL HIS NAME POSSESS THE NUMBER SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SIX, SINCE HE SUMS UP IN HIS OWN PERSON ALL THE COMMIXTURE OF WICKEDNESS WHICH TOOK PLACE PREVIOUS TO THE DELUGE, DUE TO THE APOSTASY OF THE ANGELS. FOR NOAH WAS SIX HUNDRED YEARS OLD WHEN THE DELUGE CAME UPON THE EARTH, SWEEPING AWAY THE REBELLIOUS WORLD, FOR THE SAKE OF THAT MOST INFAMOUS GENERATION WHICH LIVED IN THE TIMES OF NOAH. AND [ANTICHRIST] ALSO SUMS UP EVERY ERROR OF DEVISED IDOLS SINCE THE FLOOD, TOGETHER WITH THE SLAYING OF THE PROPHETS AND THE CUTTING OFF OF THE JUST. FOR THAT IMAGE WHICH WAS SET UP BY NEBUCHADNEZZAR HAD INDEED A HEIGHT OF SIXTY CUBITS, WHILE THE BREADTH WAS SIX CUBITS; ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH ANANIAS, AZARIAS, AND MISAEL, WHEN THEY DID NOT WORSHIP IT, WERE CAST INTO A FURNACE OF FIRE, POINTING OUT PROPHETICALLY, BY WHAT HAPPENED TO THEM, THE WRATH AGAINST THE RIGHTEOUS WHICH SHALL ARISE TOWARDS THE [TIME OF THE] END. FOR THAT IMAGE, TAKEN AS A WHOLE, WAS A PREFIGURING OF THIS MAN'S COMING, DECREEING THAT HE SHOULD UNDOUBTEDLY HIMSELF ALONE BE WORSHIPPED BY ALL MEN. THUS, THEN, THE SIX HUNDRED YEARS OF NOAH, IN WHOSE TIME THE DELUGE OCCURRED BECAUSE OF THE APOSTASY, AND THE NUMBER OF THE CUBITS OF THE IMAGE FOR WHICH THESE JUST MEN WERE SENT INTO THE FIERY FURNACE, DO INDICATE THE NUMBER OF THE NAME OF THAT MAN IN WHOM IS CONCENTRATED THE WHOLE APOSTASY OF SIX THOUSAND YEARS, AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND WICKEDNESS, AND FALSE PROPHECY, AND DECEPTION; FOR WHICH THINGS' SAKE A CATACLYSM OF FIRE SHALL ALSO COME [UPON THE EARTH]. 
CHAP. XXX.--ALTHOUGH CERTAIN AS TO THE NUMBER OF THE NAME OF ANTICHRIST, YET WE SHOULD COME TO NO RASH CONCLUSIONS AS TO THE NAME ITSELF, BECAUSE THIS NUMBER IS CAPABLE OF BEING FITTED TO MANY NAMES. REASONS FOR THIS POINT BEING RESERVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. ANTICHRIST'S REIGN AND DEATH. 
1. SUCH, THEN, BEING THE STATE OF THE CASE, AND THIS NUMBER BEING FOUND IN ALL THE MOST APPROVED AND ANCIENT COPIES(3) [OF THE APOCALYPSE], AND THOSE MEN WHO SAW JOHN FACE TO FACE BEARING THEIR TESTIMONY [TO IT]; WHILE REASON ALSO LEADS US TO CONCLUDE THAT THE NUMBER OF THE NAME OF THE BEAST, [IF RECKONED] ACCORDING TO THE GREEK MODE OF CALCULATION BY THE [VALUE OF] THE LETTERS CONTAINED IN IT, WILL AMOUNT TO SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY AND SIX; THAT IS, THE NUMBER OF TENS SHALL BE EQUAL TO THAT OF THE HUNDREDS, AND THE NUMBER OF HUNDREDS EQUAL TO THAT OF THE UNITS (FOR THAT NUMBER WHICH [EXPRESSES] THE DIGIT SIX BEING ADHERED TO THROUGHOUT, INDICATES THE RECAPITULATIONS OF THAT APOSTASY, TAKEN IN ITS FULL EXTENT, WHICH OCCURRED AT THE BEGINNING, DURING THE INTERMEDIATE PERIODS, AND WHICH SHALL TAKE PLACE AT THE END),--I DO NOT KNOW HOW IT IS THAT SOME HAVE ERRED FOLLOWING THE ORDINARY MODE OF SPEECH, AND HAVE VITIATED THE MIDDLE NUMBER IN THE NAME, DEDUCTING THE AMOUNT OF FIFTY FROM IT, SO THAT INSTEAD OF SIX DECADS THEY WILL HAVE IT THAT THERE IS BUT ONE. [I AM INCLINED TO THINK THAT THIS OCCURRED THROUGH THE FAULT OF THE COPYISTS, AS IS WONT TO HAPPEN, SINCE NUMBERS ALSO ARE EXPRESSED BY LETTERS; SO THAT THE GREEK LETTER WHICH EXPRESSES THE NUMBER SIXTY WAS EASILY EXPANDED INTO THE LETTER IOTA OF THE GREEKS.](4) OTHERS THEN RECEIVED THIS READING WITHOUT EXAMINATION; SOME IN THEIR SIMPLICITY, AND UPON THEIR OWN RESPONSIBILITY, MAKING USE OF THIS NUMBER EXPRESSING ONE DECAD; WHILE SOME, IN THEIR INEXPERIENCE, HAVE VENTURED TO SEEK OUT A NAME WHICH SHOULD CONTAIN THE ERRONEOUS AND SPURIOUS NUMBER. NOW, AS REGARDS THOSE WHO HAVE DONE THIS IN SIMPLICITY, AND WITHOUT EVIL INTENT, WE ARE AT LIBERTY TO ASSUME THAT PARDON WILL BE GRANTED THEM BY GOD. BUT AS FOR THOSE WHO, FOR THE SAKE OF VAINGLORY, LAY IT DOWN FOR CERTAIN THAT NAMES CONTAINING THE SPURIOUS NUMBER ARE TO BE ACCEPTED, AND AFFIRM THAT THIS NAME, HIT UPON BY THEMSELVES, IS THAT OF HIM WHO IS TO COME; SUCH PERSONS SHALL NOT COME FORTH WITHOUT LOSS, BECAUSE THEY HAVE LED INTO ERROR BOTH THEMSELVES AND THOSE WHO CONFIDED IN THEM. NOW, IN THE FIRST PLACE, IT IS LOSS TO WANDER FROM THE TRUTH, AND TO IMAGINE THAT AS BEING THE CASE WHICH IS NOT; THEN AGAIN, AS THERE SHALL BE NO LIGHT PUNISHMENT [INFLICTED] UPON HIM WHO EITHER ADDS OR SUBTRACTS ANYTHING FROM THE SCRIPTURE,(1) UNDER THAT SUCH A PERSON MUST NECESSARILY FALL. MOREOVER, ANOTHER DANGER, BY NO MEANS TRIFLING, SHALL OVERTAKE THOSE WHO FALSELY PRESUME THAT THEY KNOW THE NAME OF ANTICHRIST. FOR IF THESE MEN ASSUME ONE [NUMBER], WHEN THIS [ANTICHRIST] SHALL COME HAVING ANOTHER, THEY WILL BE EASILY LED AWAY BY HIM, AS SUPPOSING HIM NOT TO BE THE EXPECTED ONE, WHO MUST BE GUARDED AGAINST. 
2. THESE MEN, THEREFORE, OUGHT TO LEARN [WHAT REALLY IS THE STATE OF THE CASE], AND GO BACK TO THE TRUE NUMBER OF THE NAME, THAT THEY BE NOT RECKONED AMONG FALSE PROPHETS. BUT, KNOWING THE SURE NUMBER DECLARED BY SCRIPTURE, THAT IS, SIX HUNDRED SIXTY AND SIX, LET THEM AWAIT, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THE DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM INTO TEN; THEN, IN THE NEXT PLACE, WHEN THESE KINGS ARE REIGNING, AND BEGINNING TO SET THEIR AFFAIRS IN ORDER, AND ADVANCE THEIR KINGDOM, [LET THEM LEARN] TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HE WHO SHALL COME CLAIMING THE KINGDOM FOR HIMSELF, AND SHALL TERRIFY THOSE MEN OF WHOM WE HAVE BEEN SPEAKING, HAVING A NAME CONTAINING THE AFORESAID NUMBER, IS TRULY THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION. THIS, TOO, THE APOSTLE AFFIRMS: "WHEN THEY SHALL SAY, PEACE AND SAFETY, THEN SUDDEN DESTRUCTION SHALL COME UPON THEM."(2) AND JEREMIAH DOES NOT MERELY POINT OUT HIS SUDDEN COMING, BUT HE EVEN INDICATES THE TRIBE FROM WHICH HE SHALL COME, WHERE HE SAYS, "WE SHALL HEAR THE VOICE OF HIS SWIFT HORSES FROM DAN; THE WHOLE EARTH SHALL BE MOVED BY THE VOICE OF THE NEIGHING OF HIS GALLOPING HORSES: HE SHALL ALSO COME AND DEVOUR THE EARTH, AND THE FULNESS THEREOF, THE CITY ALSO, AND THEY THAT DWELL THEREIN."(3) THIS, TOO, IS THE REASON THAT THIS TRIBE IS NOT RECKONED IN THE APOCALYPSE ALONG WITH THOSE WHICH ARE SAVED.(4) 
3. IT IS THEREFORE MORE CERTAIN, AND LESS HAZARDOUS, TO AWAIT THE FULFILMENT OF THE PROPHECY, THAN TO BE MAKING SURMISES, AND CASTING ABOUT FOR ANY NAMES THAT MAY PRESENT THEMSELVES, INASMUCH AS MANY NAMES CAN BE FOUND POSSESSING THE NUMBER MENTIONED; AND THE SAME QUESTION WILL, AFTER ALL, REMAIN UNSOLVED. FOR IF THERE ARE MANY NAMES FOUND POSSESSING THIS NUMBER, IT WILL BE ASKED WHICH AMONG THEM SHALL THE COMING MAN BEAR. IT IS NOT THROUGH A WANT OF NAMES CONTAINING THE NUMBER OF THAT NAME THAT I SAY THIS, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF THE FEAR OF GOD, AND ZEAL FOR THE TRUTH: FOR THE NAME EVANTHAS (EUANQAS) CONTAINS THE REQUIRED NUMBER, BUT I MAKE NO ALLEGATION REGARDING IT. THEN ALSO LATEINOS (LATEINOS) HAS THE NUMBER SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SIX; AND IT IS A VERY PROBABLE [SOLUTION], THIS BEING THE NAME OF THE LAST KINGDOM [OF THE FOUR SEEN BY DANIEL]. FOR THE LATINS ARE THEY WHO AT PRESENT BEAR RULE:(5) I WILL NOT, HOWEVER, MAKE ANY BOAST OVER THIS [COINCIDENCE]. TEITAN TOO, (TEITAN, THE FIRST SYLLABLE BEING WRITTEN WITH THE TWO GREEK VOWELS E AND I), AMONG ALL THE NAMES WHICH ARE FOUND AMONG US, IS RATHER WORTHY OF CREDIT. FOR IT HAS IN ITSELF THE PREDICTED NUMBER, AND IS COMPOSED OF SIX LETTERS, EACH SYLLABLE CONTAINING THREE LETTERS; AND [THE WORD ITSELF] IS ANCIENT, AND REMOVED FROM ORDINARY USE; FOR AMONG OUR KINGS WE FIND NONE BEARING THIS NAME TITAN, NOR HAVE ANY OF THE IDOLS WHICH ARE WORSHIPPED IN PUBLIC AMONG THE GREEKS AND BARBARIANS THIS APPELLATION. AMONG MANY PERSONS, TOO, THIS NAME IS ACCOUNTED DIVINE, SO THAT EVEN THE SUN IS TERMED "TITAN" BY THOSE WHO DO NOW POSSESS [THE RULE]. THIS WORD, TOO, CONTAINS A CERTAIN OUTWARD APPEARANCE OF VENGEANCE, AND OF ONE INFLICTING MERITED PUNISHMENT BECAUSE HE (ANTICHRIST) PRETENDS THAT HE VINDICATES THE OPPRESSED.(6) AND BESIDES THIS, IT IS AN ANCIENT NAME, ONE WORTHY OF CREDIT, OF ROYAL DIGNITY, AND STILL FURTHER, A NAME BELONGING TO A TYRANT. INASMUCH, THEN, AS THIS NAME "TITAN" HAS SO MUCH TO RECOMMEND IT, THERE IS A STRONG DEGREE OF PROBABILITY, THAT FROM AMONG THE MANY [NAMES SUGGESTED], WE INFER, THAT PERCHANCE HE WHO IS TO COME SHALL BE CALLED "TITAN." WE WILL NOT, HOWEVER, INCUR THE RISK OF PRONOUNCING POSITIVELY AS TO THE NAME OF ANTICHRIST; FOR IF IT WERE NECESSARY THAT HIS NAME SHOULD BE DISTINCTLY REVEALED IN THIS PRESENT TIME, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED BY HIM WHO BEHELD THE APOCALYPTIC VISION. FOR THAT WAS SEEN NO VERY LONG TIME SINCE, BUT ALMOST IN OUR DAY, TOWARDS THE END OF DOMITIAN'S REIGN. 
4. BUT HE INDICATES THE NUMBER OF THE NAME NOW, THAT WHEN THIS MAN COMES, WE MAY AVOID HIM, BEING AWARE WHO HE IS: THE NAME, HOWEVER, IS SUPPRESSED, BECAUSE IT IS NOT WORTHY OF BEING PROCLAIMED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. FOR IF IT HAD BEEN DECLARED BY HIM, HE (ANTICHRIST) MIGHT PERHAPS CONTINUE FOR A LONG PERIOD. BUT NOW AS "HE WAS, AND IS NOT, AND SHALL ASCEND OUT OF THE ABYSS, AND GOES INTO PERDITION,"(1) AS ONE WHO HAS NO EXISTENCE; SO NEITHER HAS HIS NAME BEEN DECLARED, FOR THE NAME OF THAT WHICH DOES NOT EXIST IS NOT PROCLAIMED. BUT WHEN THIS ANTICHRIST SHALL HAVE DEVASTATED ALL THINGS IN THIS WORLD, HE WILL REIGN FOR THREE YEARS AND SIX MONTHS, AND SIT IN THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM; AND THEN THE LORD WILL COME FROM HEAVEN IN THE CLOUDS, IN THE GLORY OF THE FATHER, SENDING THIS MAN AND THOSE WHO FOLLOW HIM INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE; BUT BRINGING IN FOR THE RIGHTEOUS THE TIMES OF THE KINGDOM, THAT IS, THE REST, THE HALLOWED SEVENTH DAY; AND RESTORING TO ABRAHAM THE PROMISED INHERITANCE, IN WHICH KINGDOM THE LORD DECLARED, THAT "MANY COMING FROM THE EAST AND FROM THE WEST SHOULD SIT DOWN WITH ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB."(2) 
CHAP. XXXI.--THE PRESERVATION OF OUR BODIES IS CONFIRMED BY THE RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION OF CHRIST: THE SOULS OF THE SAINTS DURING THE INTERMEDIATE PERIOD ARE IN A STATE OF EXPECTATION OF THAT TIME WHEN THEY SHALL RECEIVE THEIR PERFECT AND CONSUMMATED GLORY. 
1. SINCE, AGAIN, SOME WHO ARE RECKONED AMONG THE ORTHODOX GO BEYOND THE PRE-ARRANGED PLAN FOR THE EXALTATION OF THE JUST, AND ARE IGNORANT OF THE METHODS BY WHICH THEY ARE DISCIPLINED BEFOREHAND FOR INCORRUPTION, THEY THUS ENTERTAIN HERETICAL OPINIONS. FOR THE HERETICS, DESPISING THE HANDIWORK OF GOD, AND NOT ADMITTING THE SALVATION OF THEIR FLESH, WHILE THEY ALSO TREAT THE PROMISE OF GOD CONTEMPTUOUSLY, AND PASS BEYOND GOD ALTOGETHER IN THE SENTIMENTS THEY FORM, AFFIRM THAT IMMEDIATELY UPON THEIR DEATH THEY SHALL PASS ABOVE THE HEAVENS AND THE DEMIURGE, AND GO TO THE MOTHER (ACHAMOTH) OR TO THAT FATHER WHOM THEY HAVE FEIGNED. THOSE PERSONS, THEREFORE, WHO DISALLOW A RESURRECTION AFFECTING THE WHOLE MAN (UNIVERSAM REPROBANT RESURRECTIONEM), AND AS FAR AS IN THEM LIES REMOVE IT FROM THE MIDST [OF THE CHRISTIAN SCHEME], HOW CAN THEY BE WONDERED AT, IF AGAIN THEY KNOW NOTHING AS TO THE PLAN OF THE RESURRECTION? FOR THEY DO NOT CHOOSE TO UNDERSTAND, THAT IF THESE THINGS ARE AS THEY SAY, THE LORD HIMSELF, IN WHOM THEY PROFESS TO BELIEVE, DID NOT RISE AGAIN UPON THE THIRD DAY; BUT IMMEDIATELY UPON HIS EXPIRING ON THE CROSS, UNDOUBTEDLY DEPARTED ON HIGH, LEAVING HIS BODY TO THE EARTH. BUT THE CASE WAS, THAT FOR THREE DAYS HE DWELT IN THE PLACE WHERE THE DEAD WERE, AS THE PROPHET SAYS CONCERNING HIM: "AND THE LORD REMEMBERED HIS DEAD SAINTS WHO SLEPT FORMERLY IN THE LAND OF SEPULTURE; AND HE DESCENDED TO THEM, TO RESCUE AND SAVE THEM."(3) AND THE LORD HIMSELF SAYS, "AS JONAS REMAINED THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE WHALE'S BELLY, SO SHALL THE SON OF MAN BE IN THE HEART OF THE EARTH."(4) THEN ALSO THE APOSTLE SAYS, "BUT WHEN HE ASCENDED, WHAT IS IT BUT THAT HE ALSO DESCENDED INTO THE LOWER PARTS OF THE EARTH?"(5) THIS, TOO, DAVID SAYS WHEN PROPHESYING OF HIM, "AND THOU HAST DELIVERED MY SOUL FROM THE NETHERMOST HELL;"(6) AND ON HIS RISING AGAIN THE THIRD DAY, HE SAID TO MARY, WHO WAS THE FIRST TO SEE AND TO WORSHIP HIM, "TOUCH ME NOT, FOR I HAVE NOT YET ASCENDED TO THE FATHER; BUT GO TO THE DISCIPLES, AND SAY UNTO THEM, I ASCEND UNTO MY FATHER, AND UNTO YOUR FATHER."(7) 
2. IF, THEN, THE LORD OBSERVED THE LAW OF THE DEAD, THAT HE MIGHT BECOME THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN FROM THE DEAD, AND TARRIED UNTIL THE THIRD DAY "IN THE LOWER PARTS OF THE EARTH;"(8) THEN AFTERWARDS RISING IN THE FLESH, SO THAT HE EVEN SHOWED THE PRINT OF THE NAILS TO HIS DISCIPLES,(9) HE THUS ASCENDED TO THE FATHER;--[IF ALL THESE THINGS OCCURRED, I SAY], HOW MUST THESE MEN NOT BE PUT TO CONFUSION, WHO ALLEGE THAT "THE LOWER PARTS" REFER TO THIS WORLD OF OURS, BUT THAT THEIR TUNER MAN, LEAVING THE BODY HERE, ASCENDS INTO THE SUPER-CELESTIAL PLACE? FOR AS THE LORD "WENT AWAY IN THE MIDST OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH,"(10) WHERE THE SOULS OF THE DEAD WERE, YET AFTERWARDS AROSE IN THE BODY, AND AFTER THE RESURRECTION WAS TAKEN UP [INTO HEAVEN], IT IS MANIFEST THAT THE SOULS OF HIS DISCIPLES ALSO, UPON WHOSE ACCOUNT THE LORD UNDERWENT THESE THINGS, SHALL GO AWAY INTO THE INVISIBLE PLACE ALLOTTED TO THEM BY GOD, AND THERE REMAIN UNTIL THE RESURRECTION, AWAITING THAT EVENT; THEN RECEIVING THEIR BODIES, AND RISING IN THEIR ENTIRETY, THAT IS BODILY, JUST AS THE LORD AROSE, THEY SHALL COME THUS INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD. "FOR NO DISCIPLE IS ABOVE THE MASTER, BUT EVERY ONE THAT IS PERFECT SHALL BE AS HIS MASTER."(11) AS OUR MASTER, THEREFORE, DID NOT AT ONCE DEPART, TAKING FLIGHT [TO HEAVEN], BUT AWAITED THE TIME OF HIS RESURRECTION PRESCRIBED BY THE FATHER, WHICH HAD BEEN ALSO SHOWN FORTH THROUGH JONAS, AND RISING AGAIN AFTER THREE DAYS WAS TAKEN UP [TO HEAVEN]; SO OUGHT WE ALSO TO AWAIT THE TIME OF OUR RESURRECTION PRESCRIBED BY GOD AND FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS, AND SO, RISING, BE TAKEN UP, AS MANY AS THE LORD SHALL ACCOUNT WORTHY OF THIS [PRIVILEGE].(1) 
CHAP. XXXII.--IN THAT FLESH IN WHICH THE SAINTS HAVE SUFFERED SO MANY AFFLICTIONS, THEY SHALL RECEIVE THE FRUITS OF THEIR LABOURS; ESPECIALLY SINCE ALL CREATION WAITS FOR THIS, AND GOD PROMISES IT TO ABRAHAM AND HIS SEED. 
1. INASMUCH, THEREFORE, AS THE OPINIONS OF CERTAIN [ORTHODOX PERSONS] ARE DERIVED FROM HERETICAL DISCOURSES, THEY ARE BOTH IGNORANT OF GOD'S DISPENSATIONS, AND OF THE MYSTERY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST, AND OF THE [EARTHLY] KINGDOM WHICH IS THE COMMENCEMENT OF INCORRUPTION, BY MEANS OF WHICH KINGDOM THOSE WHO SHALL BE WORTHY ARE ACCUSTOMED GRADUALLY TO PARTAKE OF THE DIVINE NATURE (CAPERE DEUM(2)); AND IT IS NECESSARY TO TELL THEM RESPECTING THOSE THINGS, THAT IT BEHOVES THE RIGHTEOUS FIRST TO RECEIVE THE PROMISE OF THE INHERITANCE WHICH GOD PROMISED TO THE FATHERS, AND TO REIGN IN IT, WHEN THEY RISE AGAIN TO BEHOLD GOD IN THIS CREATION WHICH IS RENOVATED, AND THAT THE JUDGMENT SHOULD TAKE PLACE AFTERWARDS. FOR IT IS JUST THAT IN THAT VERY CREATION IN WHICH THEY TOILED OR WERE AFFLICTED, BEING PROVED IN EVERY WAY BY SUFFERING, THEY SHOULD RECEIVE THE REWARD OF THEIR SUFFERING; AND THAT IN THE CREATION IN WHICH THEY WERE SLAIN BECAUSE OF THEIR LOVE TO GOD, IN THAT THEY SHOULD BE REVIVED AGAIN; AND THAT IN THE CREATION IN WHICH THEY ENDURED SERVITUDE, IN THAT THEY SHOULD REIGN. FOR GOD IS RICH IN ALL THINGS, AND ALL THINGS ARE HIS. IT IS FITTING, THEREFORE, THAT THE CREATION ITSELF, BEING RESTORED TO ITS PRIMEVAL CONDITION, SHOULD WITHOUT RESTRAINT BE UNDER THE DOMINION OF THE RIGHTEOUS; AND THE APOSTLE HAS MADE THIS PLAIN IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, WHEN HE THUS SPEAKS: "FOR THE EXPECTATION OF THE CREATURE WAITETH FOR THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SONS OF GOD. FOR THE CREATURE HAS BEEN SUBJECTED TO VANITY, NOT WILLINGLY, BUT BY REASON OF HIM WHO HATH SUBJECTED THE SAME IN HOPE; SINCE THE CREATURE ITSELF SHALL ALSO BE DELIVERED FROM THE BONDAGE OF CORRUPTION INTO THE GLORIOUS LIBERTY OF THE SONS OF GOD."(3) 
2. THUS, THEN, THE PROMISE OF GOD, WHICH HE GAVE TO ABRAHAM, REMAINS STEDFAST. FOR THUS HE SAID: "LIFT UP THINE EYES, AND LOOK FROM THIS PLACE WHERE NOW THOU ART, TOWARDS THE NORTH AND SOUTH, AND EAST AND WEST. FOR ALL THE EARTH WHICH THOU SEEST, I WILL GIVE TO THEE AND TO THY SEED, EVEN FOR EVER."(4) AND AGAIN HE SAYS, "ARISE, AND GO THROUGH THE LENGTH AND BREADTH OF THE LAND, SINCE I WILL GIVE IT UNTO THEE;"(5) AND [YET] HE DID NOT RECEIVE AN INHERITANCE IN IT, NOT EVEN A FOOTSTEP, BUT WAS ALWAYS A STRANGER AND A PILGRIM THEREIN.(6) AND UPON THE DEATH OF SARAH HIS WIFE, WHEN THE HITTITES WERE WILLING TO BESTOW UPON HIM A PLACE WHERE HE MIGHT BURY HER, HE DECLINED IT AS A GIFT, BUT BOUGHT THE BURYING-PLACE (GIVING FOR IT FOUR HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER) FROM EPHRON THE SON OF ZOHAR THE HITTITE.(7) THUS DID HE AWAIT PATIENTLY THE PROMISE OF GOD, AND WAS UNWILLING TO APPEAR TO RECEIVE FROM MEN, WHAT GOD HAD PROMISED TO GIVE HIM, WHEN HE SAID AGAIN TO HIM AS FOLLOWS: "I WILL GIVE THIS LAND TO THY SEED, FROM THE RIVER OF EGYPT EVEN UNTO THE GREAT RIVER EUPHRATES."(8) IF, THEN, GOD PROMISED HIM THE INHERITANCE OF THE LAND, YET HE DID NOT RECEIVE IT DURING ALL THE TIME OF HIS SOJOURN THERE, IT MUST BE, THAT TOGETHER WITH HIS SEED, THAT IS, THOSE WHO FEAR GOD AND BELIEVE IN HIM, HE SHALL RECEIVE IT AT THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST. FOR HIS SEED IS THE CHURCH, WHICH RECEIVES THE ADOPTION TO GOD THROUGH THE LORD, AS JOHN THE BAPTIST SAID: "FOR GOD IS ABLE FROM THE STONES TO RAISE UP CHILDREN TO ABRAHAM."(9) THUS ALSO THE APOSTLE SAYS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS: "BUT YE, BRETHREN, AS ISAAC WAS, ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE PROMISE."(10) AND AGAIN, IN THE SAME EPISTLE, HE PLAINLY DECLARES THAT THEY WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN CHRIST DO RECEIVE CHRIST, THE PROMISE TO ABRAHAM THUS SAYING, "THE PROMISES WERE SPOKEN TO ABRAHAM, AND TO HIS SEED. NOW HE DOES NOT SAY, AND OF SEEDS, AS IF [HE SPOKE] OF MANY, BUT AS OF ONE, AND TO THY SEED, WHICH IS CHRIST."(11) AND AGAIN, CONFIRMING HIS FORMER WORDS, HE SAYS, "EVEN AS ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. KNOW YE THEREFORE, THAT THEY WHICH ARE OF FAITH ARE THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM. BUT THE SCRIPTURE, FORE-SEEING THAT GOD WOULD JUSTIFY THE HEATHEN THROUGH FAITH, DECLARED TO ABRAHAM BEFOREHAND, THAT IN THEE SHALL ALL NATIONS BE BLESSED. SO, THEN THEY WHICH ARE OF FAITH SHALL BE BLESSED WITH FAITHFUL ABRAHAM."(12) THUS, THEN, THEY WHO ARE OF FAITH SHALL BE BLESSED WITH FAITHFUL ABRAHAM, AND THESE ARE THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM. NOW GOD MADE PROMISE OF THE EARTH TO ABRAHAM AND HIS SEED; YET NEITHER ABRAHAM NOR HIS SEED, THAT IS, THOSE WHO ARE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH, DO NOW RECEIVE ANY INHERITANCE IN IT; BUT THEY SHALL RECEIVE IT AT THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST. FOR GOD IS TRUE AND FAITHFUL; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT HE SAID, "BLESSED ARE THE MEEK, FOR THEY SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH."(1) 
CHAP. XXXIII.--FURTHER PROOFS OF THE SAME PROPOSITION, DRAWN FROM THE PROMISES MADE BY CHRIST, WHEN HE DECLARED THAT HE WOULD DRINK OF THE FRUIT OF THE VINE WITH HIS DISCIPLES IN HIS FATHER'S KINGDOM, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME HE PROMISED TO REWARD THEM AN HUNDRED-FOLD, AND TO MAKE THEM PARTAKE OF BANQUETS. THE BLESSING PRONOUNCED BY JACOB HAD POINTED OUT THIS ALREADY, AS PAPIAS AND THE ELDERS HAVE INTERPRETED IT. 
1. FOR THIS REASON, WHEN ABOUT TO UNDERGO HIS SUFFERINGS, THAT HE MIGHT DECLARE TO ABRAHAM AND THOSE WITH HIM THE GLAD TIDINGS OF THE INHERITANCE BEING THROWN OPEN, [CHRIST], AFTER HE HAD GIVEN THANKS WHILE HOLDING THE CUP, AND HAD DRUNK OF IT, AND GIVEN IT TO THE DISCIPLES, SAID TO THEM: "DRINK YE ALL OF IT: THIS IS MY BLOOD OF THE NEW COVENANT, WHICH SHALL BE SHED FOR MANY FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS. BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, I WILL NOT DRINK HENCEFORTH OF THE FRUIT OF THIS VINE, UNTIL THAT DAY WHEN I WILL DRINK IT NEW WITH YOU IN MY FATHER'S KINGDOM."(2) THUS, THEN, HE WILL HIMSELF RENEW THE INHERITANCE OF THE EARTH, AND WILL RE-ORGANIZE THE MYSTERY OF THE GLORY OF [HIS] SONS; AS DAVID SAYS, "HE WHO HATH RENEWED THE FACE OF THE EARTH."(3) HE PROMISED TO DRINK OF THE FRUIT OF THE VINE WITH HIS DISCIPLES, THUS INDICATING BOTH THESE POINTS: THE INHERITANCE OF THE EARTH IN WHICH THE NEW FRUIT OF THE VINE IS DRUNK, AND THE RESURRECTION OF HIS DISCIPLES IN THE FLESH. FOR THE NEW FLESH WHICH RISES AGAIN IS THE SAME WHICH ALSO RECEIVED THE NEW CUP. AND HE CANNOT BY ANY MEANS BE UNDERSTOOD AS DRINKING OF THE FRUIT OF THE VINE WHEN SETTLED DOWN WITH HIS [DISCIPLES] ABOVE IN A SUPER-CELESTIAL PLACE; NOR, AGAIN, ARE THEY WHO DRINK IT DEVOID OF FLESH, FOR TO DRINK OF THAT WHICH FLOWS FROM THE VINE PERTAINS TO FLESH, AND NOT SPIRIT. 
2. AND FOR THIS REASON THE LORD DECLARED, "WHEN THOU MAKEST A DINNER OR A SUPPER, DO NOT CALL THY FRIENDS, NOR THY NEIGHBOURS, NOR THY KINSFOLK, LEST THEY ASK THEE IN RETURN, AND SO REPAY THEE. BUT CALL THE LAME, THE BLIND, AND THE POOR, AND THOU SHALL BE BLESSED, SINCE THEY CANNOT RECOMPENSE THEE, BUT A RECOMPENSE SHALL BE MADE THEE AT THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST."(4) AND AGAIN HE SAYS, "WHOSOEVER SHALL HAVE LEFT LANDS, OR HOUSES, OR PARENTS, OR BRETHREN, OR CHILDREN BECAUSE OF ME, HE SHALL RECEIVE IN THIS WORLD AN HUNDRED-FOLD, AND IN THAT TO COME HE SHALL INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE."(5) FOR WHAT ARE THE HUNDRED-FOLD [REWARDS] IN THIS WORD, THE ENTERTAINMENTS GIVEN TO THE POOR, AND THE SUPPERS FOR WHICH A RETURN IS MADE? THESE ARE [TO TAKE PLACE] IN THE TIMES OF THE KINGDOM, THAT IS, UPON THE SEVENTH DAY, WHICH HAS BEEN SANCTIFIED, IN WHICH GOD RESTED FROM ALL THE WORKS WHICH HE CREATED, WHICH IS THE TRUE SABBATH OF THE RIGHTEOUS, WHICH THEY SHALL NOT BE ENGAGED IN ANY EARTHLY OCCUPATION; BUT SHALL HAVE A TABLE AT HAND PREPARED FOR THEM BY GOD, SUPPLYING THEM WITH ALL SORTS OF DISHES. 
3. THE BLESSING OF ISAAC WITH WHICH HE BLESSED HIS YOUNGER SON JACOB HAS THE SAME MEANING, WHEN HE SAYS, "BEHOLD, THE SMELL OF MY SON IS AS THE SMELL OF A FULL FIELD WHICH THE LORD HAS BLESSED."(6) BUT "THE FIELD IS THE WORLD."(7) AND THEREFORE HE ADDED, "GOD GIVE TO THEE OF THE DEW OF HEAVEN, AND OF THE FATNESS OF THE EARTH, PLENTY OF CORN AND WINE. AND LET THE NATIONS SERVE THEE, AND KINGS BOW DOWN TO THEE; AND BE THOU LORD OVER THY BROTHER, AND THY FATHER'S SONS SHALL BOW DOWN TO THEE: CURSED SHALL BE HE WHO SHALL CURSE THEE, AND BLESSED SHALL BE HE WHO SHALL BLESS THEE."(8) IF ANY ONE, THEN, DOES NOT ACCEPT THESE THINGS AS REFERRING TO THE APPOINTED KINGDOM, HE MUST FALL INTO MUCH CONTRADICTION AND CONTRARIETY, AS IS THE CASE WITH THE JEWS, WHO ARE INVOLVED IN ABSOLUTE PERPLEXITY. FOR NOT ONLY DID NOT THE NATIONS IN THIS LIFE SERVE THIS JACOB; BUT EVEN AFTER HE HAD RECEIVED THE BLESSING, HE HIMSELF GOING FORTH [FROM HIS HOME], SERVED HIS UNCLE LABAN THE SYRIAN FOR TWENTY YEARS;(9) AND NOT ONLY WAS HE NOT MADE LORD OF HIS BROTHER, BUT HE DID HIMSELF BOW DOWN BEFORE HIS BROTHER ESAU, UPON HIS RETURN FROM MESOPOTAMIA TO HIS FATHER, AND OFFERED MANY GIFTS TO HIM.(10) MOREOVER, IN WHAT WAY DID HE INHERIT MUCH CORN AND WINE HERE, HE WHO EMIGRATED TO EGYPT BECAUSE OF THE FAMINE WHICH POSSESSED THE LAND IN WHICH HE WAS DWELLING, AND BECAME SUBJECT TO PHARAOH, WHO WAS THEN RULING OVER EGYPT? THE PREDICTED BLESSING, THEREFORE, BELONGS UNQUESTIONABLY TO THE TIMES OF THE KINGDOM, WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BEAR RULE UPON THEIR RISING FROM THE DEAD;(11) WHEN ALSO THE CREATION, HAVING BEEN RENOVATED AND SET FREE, SHALL FRUCTIFY WITH AN ABUNDANCE OF ALL KINDS OF FOOD, FROM THE DEW OF HEAVEN, AND FROM THE FERTILITY OF THE EARTH: AS THE ELDERS WHO SAW JOHN, THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD, RELATED THAT THEY HAD HEARD FROM HIM HOW THE LORD USED TO TEACH IN REGARD TO THESE TIMES, AND SAY: THE DAYS WILL COME, IN WHICH VINES SHALL GROW, EACH HAVING TEN THOUSAND BRANCHES, AND IN EACH BRANCH TEN THOUSAND TWIGS, AND IN EACH TRUE(1) TWIG TEN THOUSAND SHOOTS, AND IN EACH ONE OF THE SHOOTS TEN THOUSAND DUSTERS, AND ON EVERY ONE OF THE CLUSTERS TEN THOUSAND GRAPES, AND EVERY GRAPE WHEN PRESSED WILL GIVE FIVE AND TWENTY METRETES OF WINE. AND WHEN ANY ONE OF THE SAINTS SHALL LAY HOLD OF A CLUSTER,(2) ANOTHER SHALL CRY OUT, "I AM A BETTER CLUSTER, TAKE ME; BLESS THE LORD THROUGH ME." IN LIKE MANNER [THE LORD DECLARED] THAT A GRAIN OF WHEAT WOULD PRODUCE TEN THOUSAND EARS, AND THAT EVERY EAR SHOULD HAVE TEN THOUSAND GRAINS, AND EVERY GRAIN WOULD YIELD TEN POUNDS (QUINQUE BILIBRES) OF CLEAR, PURE, FINE FLOUR; AND THAT ALL OTHER FRUIT-BEARING TREES,(3) AND SEEDS AND GRASS, WOULD PRODUCE IN SIMILAR PROPORTIONS (SECUNDUM CONGRUENTIAM IIS CONSEQUENTEM); AND THAT ALL ANIMALS FEEDING [ONLY] ON THE PRODUCTIONS OF THE EARTH, SHOULD [IN THOSE DAYS] BECOME PEACEFUL AND HARMONIOUS AMONG EACH OTHER, AND BE IN PERFECT SUBJECTION TO MAN. 
4. AND THESE THINGS ARE BONE WITNESS TO IN WRITING BY PAPIAS, THE HEARER OF JOHN, AND A COMPANION OF POLYCARP, IN HIS FOURTH BOOK; FOR THERE WERE FIVE BOOKS COMPILED (SUNTETAGMENA) BY HIM.(4) AND HE SAYS IN ADDITION, "NOW THESE THINGS ARE CREDIBLE TO BELIEVERS." AND HE SAYS THAT, "WHEN THE TRAITOR JUDAS DID NOT GIVE CREDIT TO THEM, AND PUT THE QUESTION, 'HOW THEN CAN THINGS ABOUT TO BRING FORTH SO ABUNDANTLY BE WROUGHT BY THE LORD?' THE LORD DECLARED, 'THEY WHO SHALL COME TO THESE [TIMES] SHALL SEE.'" WHEN PROPHESYING OF THESE TIMES, THEREFORE, ESAIAS SAYS: "THE WOLF ALSO SHALL FEED WITH THE LAMB, AND THE LEOPARD SHALL TAKE HIS REST WITH THE KID; THE CALF ALSO, AND THE BULL, AND THE LION SHALL EAT TOGETHER; AND A LITTLE BOY SHALL LEAD THEM. THE OX AND THE BEAR SHALL FEED TOGETHER, AND THEIR YOUNG ONES SHALL AGREE TOGETHER; AND THE LION SHALL EAT STRAW AS WELL AS THE OX. AND THE INFANT BOY SHALL THRUST HIS HAND INTO THE ASP'S DEN, INTO THE NEST ALSO OF THE ADDER'S BROOD; AND THEY SHALL DO NO HARM, NOR HAVE POWER TO HURT ANYTHING IN MY HOLY MOUNTAIN." AND AGAIN HE SAYS, IN RECAPITULATION, "WOLVES AND LAMBS SHALL THEN BROWSE TOGETHER, AND THE LION SHALL EAT STRAW LIKE THE OX, AND THE SERPENT EARTH AS IF IT WERE BREAD; AND THEY SHALL NEITHER HURT NOR ANNOY ANYTHING IN MY HOLY MOUNTAIN, SAITH THE LORD."(5) I AM QUITE AWARE THAT SOME PERSONS ENDEAVOUR TO REFER THESE WORDS TO THE CASE OF SAVAGE MEN, BOTH OF DIFFERENT NATIONS AND VARIOUS HABITS, WHO COME TO BELIEVE, AND WHEN THEY HAVE BELIEVED, ACT IN HARMONY WITH THE RIGHTEOUS. BUT ALTHOUGH THIS IS [TRUE] NOW WITH REGARD TO SOME MEN COMING FROM VARIOUS NATIONS TO THE HARMONY OF THE FAITH, NEVERTHELESS IN THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST [THE WORDS SHALL ALSO APPLY] TO THOSE ANIMALS MENTIONED. FOR GOD IS NON-IN ALL THINGS. AND IT IS RIGHT THAT WHEN THE CREATION IS RESTORED, ALL THE ANIMALS SHOULD OBEY AND BE IN SUBJECTION TO MAN, AND REVERT TO THE FOOD ORIGINALLY GIVEN BY GOD (FOR THEY HAD BEEN ORIGINALLY SUBJECTED IN OBEDIENCE TO ADAM), THAT IS, THE PRODUCTIONS OF THE EARTH. BUT SOME OTHER OCCASION, AND NOT THE PRESENT, IS [TO BE SOUGHT] FOR SHOWING THAT THE LION SHALL [THEN] FEED ON STRAW. AND THIS INDICATES THE LARGE SIZE AND RICH QUALITY OF THE FRUITS. FOR IF THAT ANIMAL, THE LION, FEEDS UPON STRAW [AT THAT PERIOD], OF WHAT A QUALITY MUST THE WHEAT ITSELF BE WHOSE STRAW SHALL SERVE AS SUITABLE FOOD FOR LIONS? 
CHAP. XXXIV.--HE FORTIFIES HIS OPINIONS WITH REGARD TO THE TEMPORAL AND EARTHLY KINGDOM OF THE SAINTS AFTER THEIR RESURRECTION, BY THE VARIOUS TESTIMONIES OF ISAIAH, EZEKIEL, JEREMIAH, AND DANIEL; ALSO, BY THE PARABLE OF THE SERVANTS WATCHING, TO WHOM THE LORD PROMISED THAT HE WOULD MINISTER. 
1. THEN, TOO, ISAIAH HIMSELF HAS PLAINLY DECLARED THAT THERE SHALL BE JOY OF THIS NATURE AT THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST, WHEN HE SAYS: "THE DEAD SHALL RISE AGAIN; THOSE, TOO, WHO ARE IN THE TOMBS SHALL ARISE, AND THOSE WHO ARE IN THE EARTH SHALL REJOICE. FOR THE DEW FROM THEE IS HEALTH TO THEM."(6) AND THIS AGAIN EZEKIEL ALSO SAYS: "BEHOLD, I WILL OPEN YOUR TOMBS, AND WILL BRING YOU FORTH OUT OF YOUR GRAVES; WHEN I WILL DRAW MY PEOPLE FROM THE SEPULCHRES, AND I WILL PUT BREATH IN YOU, AND YE SHALL LIVE; AND I WILL PLACE YOU ON YOUR OWN LAND, AND YE SHALL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD."(7) AND AGAIN THE SAME SPEAKS THUS: "THESE THINGS SAITH THE LORD, I WILL GATHER ISRAEL FROM ALL NATIONS WHITHER THEY HAVE BEEN DRIVEN, AND I SHALL BE SANCTIFIED IN THEM IN THE SIGHT OF THE SONS OF THE NATIONS: AND THEY SHALL DWELL IN THEIR OWN LAND, WHICH I GAVE TO MY SERVANT JACOB. AND THEY SHALL DWELL IN IT IN PEACE; AND THEY SHALL BUILD HOUSES, AND PLANT VINEYARDS, AND DWELL IN HOPE, WHEN I SHALL CAUSE JUDGMENT TO FALL AMONG ALL WHO HAVE DISHONOURED THEM, AMONG THOSE WHO ENCIRCLE THEM ROUND ABOUT; AND THEY SHALL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD THEIR GOD, AND THE GOD OF THEIR FATHERS."(8) NOW I HAVE SHOWN A SHORT TIME AGO THAT THE CHURCH IS THE SEED OF ABRAHAM; AND FOR THIS REASON, THAT WE MAY KNOW THAT HE WHO IN THE NEW TESTAMENT "RAISES UP FROM THE STONES CHILDREN UNTO ABRAHAM,"(1) IS HE WHO WILL GATHER, ACCORDING TO THE OLD TESTAMENT, THOSE THAT SHALL BE SAVED FROM ALL THE NATIONS, JEREMIAH SAYS: "BEHOLD, THE DAYS COME, SAITH THE LORD, THAT THEY SHALL NO MORE SAY, THE LORD LIVETH, WHO LED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL FROM THE NORTH, AND FROM EVERY REGION WHITHER THEY HAD BEEN DRIVEN; HE WILL RESTORE THEM TO THEIR OWN LAND WHICH HE GAVE TO THEIR FATHERS."(2) 
2. THAT THE WHOLE CREATION SHALL, ACCORDING TO GOD'S WILL, OBTAIN A VAST INCREASE, THAT IT MAY BRING FORTH AND SUSTAIN FRUITS SUCH [AS WE HAVE MENTIONED], ISAIAH DECLARES: "AND THERE SHALL BE UPON EVERY HIGH MOUNTAIN, AND UPON EVERY PROMINENT HILL, WATER RUNNING EVERYWHERE IN THAT DAY, WHEN MANY SHALL PERISH, WHEN WALLS SHALL FALL. AND THE LIGHT OF THE MOON SHALL BE AS THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, SEVEN TIMES THAT OF THE DAY, WHEN HE SHALL HEAL THE ANGUISH OF HIS PEOPLE, AND DO AWAY WITH THE PAIN OF HIS STROKE."(3) NOW "THE PAIN OF THE STROKE" MEANS THAT INFLICTED AT THE BEGINNING UPON DISOBEDIENT MAN IN ADAM, THAT IS, DEATH; WHICH [STROKE] THE LORD WILL HEAL WHEN HE RAISES US FROM THE DEAD, AND RESTORES THE INHERITANCE OF THE FATHERS, AS ISAIAH AGAIN SAYS: "AND THOU SHALL BE CONFIDENT IN THE LORD, AND HE WILL CAUSE THEE TO PASS OVER THE WHOLE EARTH, AND FEED THEE WITH THE INHERITANCE OF JACOB THY FATHER."(4) THIS IS WHAT THE LORD DECLARED: "HAPPY ARE THOSE SERVANTS WHOM THE LORD WHEN HE COMETH SHALL FIND WATCHING. VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT HE SHALL GIRD HIMSELF, AND MAKE THEM TO SIT DOWN [TO MEAT], AND WILL COME FORTH AND SERVE THEM. AND IF HE SHALL COME IN THE EVENING WATCH, AND FIND THEM SO, BLESSED ARE THEY, BECAUSE HE SHALL MAKE THEM SIT DOWN, AND MINISTER TO THEM; OR IF THIS BE IN THE SECOND, OR IT BE IN THE THIRD, BLESSED ARE THEY."(5) AGAIN JOHN ALSO SAYS THE VERY SAME IN THE APOCALYPSE: "BLESSED AND HOLY IS HE WHO HAS PART IN THE FIRST RESURRECTION."(6) THEN, TOO, ISAIAH HAS DECLARED THE TIME WHEN THESE EVENTS SHALL OCCUR; HE SAYS: "AND I SAID, LORD, HOW LONG? UNTIL THE CITIES BE WASTED WITHOUT INHABITANT, AND THE HOUSES BE WITHOUT MEN, AND THE EARTH BE LEFT A DESERT. AND AFTER THESE THINGS THE LORD SHALL REMOVE US MEN FAR AWAY (LONGE NOS FACIET DEUS HOMINES), AND THOSE WHO SHALL REMAIN SHALL MULTIPLY UPON THE EARTH."(7) THEN DANIEL ALSO SAYS THIS VERY THING: "AND THE KINGDOM AND DOMINION, AND THE GREATNESS OF THOSE UNDER THE HEAVEN, IS GIVEN TO THE SAINTS OF THE MOST HIGH GOD, WHOSE KINGDOM IS EVERLASTING, AND ALL DOMINIONS SHALL SERVE AND OBEY HIM."(8) AND LEST THE PROMISE NAMED SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD AS REFERRING TO THIS TIME, IT WAS DECLARED TO THE PROPHET: "AND COME THOU, AND STAND IN THY LOT AT THE CONSUMMATION OF THE DAYS."(9) 
3. NOW, THAT THE PROMISES WERE NOT ANNOUNCED TO THE PROPHETS AND THE FATHERS ALONE, BUT TO THE CHURCHES UNITED TO THESE FROM THE NATIONS, WHOM ALSO THE SPIRIT TERMS "THE ISLANDS" (BOTH BECAUSE THEY ARE ESTABLISHED IN THE MIDST OF TURBULENCE, SUFFER THE STORM OF BLASPHEMIES, EXIST AS A HARBOUR OF SAFETY TO THOSE IN PERIL, AND ARE THE REFUGE OF THOSE WHO LOVE THE HEIGHT [OF HEAVEN], AND STRIVE TO AVOID BYTHUS, THAT IS, THE DEPTH OF ERROR), JEREMIAH THUS DECLARES: "HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD, YE NATIONS, AND DECLARE IT TO THE ISLES AFAR OFF; SAY YE, THAT THE LORD WILL SCATTER ISRAEL, HE WILL GATHER HIM, AND KEEP HIM, AS ONE FEEDING HIS FLOCK OF SHEEP. FOR THE LORD HATH REDEEMED JACOB, AND RESCUED HIM FROM THE HAND OF ONE STRONGER THAN HE. AND THEY SHALL COME AND REJOICE M MOUNT ZION, AND SHALL COME TO WHAT IS GOOD, AND INTO A LAND OF WHEAT, AND WINE, AND FRUITS, OF ANIMALS AND OF SHEEP; AND THEIR SOUL SHALL BE AS A TREE BEARING FRUIT, AND THEY SHALL HUNGER NO MORE. AT THAT TIME ALSO SHALL THE VIRGINS REJOICE IN THE COMPANY OF THE YOUNG MEN: THE OLD MEN, TOO, SHALL BE GLAD, AND I WILL TURN THEIR SORROW INTO JOY; AND I WILL MAKE THEM EXULT, AND WILL MAGNIFY THEM, AND SATIATE THE SOULS OF THE PRIESTS THE SONS OF LEVI; AND MY PEOPLE SHALL BE SATIATED WITH MY GOODNESS."(10) NOW, IN THE PRECEDING BOOK(11) I HAVE SHOWN THAT ALL THE DISCIPLES OF THE LORD ARE LEVITES AND PRIESTS, THEY WHO USED IN THE TEMPLE TO PROFANE THE SABBATH, BUT ARE BLAMELESS.(12) PROMISES OF SUCH A NATURE, THEREFORE, DO INDICATE IN THE CLEAREST MANNER THE FEASTING OF THAT CREATION IN THE KINGDOM OF THE RIGHTEOUS, WHICH GOD PROMISES THAT HE WILL HIMSELF SERVE. 
4. THEN AGAIN, SPEAKING OF JERUSALEM, AND OF HIM REIGNING THERE, ISAIAH DECLARES, "THUS SAITH THE LORD, HAPPY IS HE WHO HATH SEED IN ZION, AND SERVANTS IN JERUSALEM. BEHOLD, A RIGHTEOUS KING SHALL REIGN, AND PRINCES SHALL RULE WITH JUDGMENT"(13) AND WITH REGARD TO THE FOUNDATION ON WHICH IT SHALL BE REBUILT, HE SAYS: "BEHOLD, I WILL LAY IN ORDER FOR THEE A CARBUNCLE STONE, AND SAPPHIRE FOR THY FOUNDATIONS; AND I WILL LAY THY RAMPARTS WITH JASPER, AND THY GATES WITH CRYSTAL, AND THY WALL WITH CHOICE STONES: AND ALL THY CHILDREN SHALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD, AND GREAT SHALL BE THE PEACE OF THY CHILDREN; AND IN RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALT THOU BE BUILT UP."(14) AND YET AGAIN DOES HE SAY THE SAME THING: "BEHOLD, I MAKE JERUSALEM A REJOICING, AND MY PEOPLE [A JOY]; FOR THE VOICE OF WEEPING SHALL BE NO MORE HEARD IN HER, NOR THE VOICE OF CRYING. ALSO, THERE SHALL NOT BE THERE ANY IMMATURE [ONE], NOR AN OLD MAN WHO DOES NOT FULFIL HIS TIME: FOR THE YOUTH SHALL BE OF A HUNDRED YEARS; AND THE SINNER SHALL DIE A HUNDRED YEARS OLD, YET SHALL BE ACCURSED. AND THEY SHALL BUILD HOUSES, AND INHABIT THEM THEMSELVES; AND SHALL PLANT VINEYARDS, AND EAT THE FRUIT OF THEM THEMSELVES, AND SHALL DRINK WINE. AND THEY SHALL NOT BUILD, AND OTHERS INHABIT; NEITHER SHALL THEY PREPARE THE VINEYARD, AND OTHERS EAT. FOR AS THE DAYS OF THE TREE OF LIFE SHALL BE THE DAYS OF THE PEOPLE IN THEE; FOR THE WORKS OF THEIR HANDS SHALL ENDURE."(1) 
CHAP. XXXV.--HE CONTENDS THAT THESE TESTIMONIES ALREADY ALLEGED CANNOT BE UNDERSTOOD ALLEGORICALLY OF CELESTIAL BLESSINGS, BUT THAT THEY SHALL HAVE THEIR FULFILMENT AFTER THE COMING OF ANTICHRIST, AND THE RESURRECTION, IN THE TERRESTRIAL JERUSALEM. TO THE FORMER PROPHECIES HE SUBJOINS OTHERS DRAWN FROM ISAIAH, JEREMIAH, AND THE APOCALYPSE OF JOHN. 
1. IF, HOWEVER, ANY SHALL ENDEAVOUR TO ALLEGORIZE [PROPHECIES] OF THIS KIND, THEY SHALL NOT BE FOUND CONSISTENT WITH THEMSELVES IN ALL POINTS, AND SHALL BE CONFUTED BY THE TEACHING OF THE VERY EXPRESSIONS [IN QUESTION]. FOR EXAMPLE: "WHEN THE CITIES" OF THE GENTILES "SHALL BE DESOLATE, SO THAT THEY BE NOT INHABITED, AND THE HOUSES SO THAT THERE SHALL BE NO MEN IN THEM AND THE LAND SHALL BE LEFT DESOLATE."(2) "FOR, BEHOLD," SAYS ISAIAH, "THE DAY OF THE LORD COMETH PAST REMEDY, FULL OF FURY AND WRATH, TO LAY WASTE THE CITY OF THE EARTH, AND TO ROOT SINNERS OUT OF IT."(3) AND AGAIN HE SAYS, "LET HIM BE TAKEN AWAY, THAT HE BEHOLD NOT THE GLORY OF GOD."(4) AND WHEN THESE THINGS ARE DONE, HE SAYS, "GOD WILL REMOVE MEN FAR AWAY, AND THOSE THAT ARE LEFT SHALL MULTIPLY IN THE EARTH."(5) "AND THEY SHALL BUILD HOUSES, AND SHALL INHABIT THEM THEMSELVES: AND PLANT VINEYARDS, AND EAT OF THEM THEMSELVES."(6) FOR ALL THESE AND OTHER WORDS WERE UNQUESTIONABLY SPOKEN IN REFERENCE TO THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST, WHICH TAKES PLACE AFTER THE COMING OF ANTICHRIST, AND THE DESTRUCTION OF ALL NATIONS UNDER HIS RULE; IN [THE TIMES OF] WHICH [RESURRECTION] THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL REIGN IN THE EARTH, WAXING STRONGER BY THE SIGHT OF THE LORD: AND THROUGH HIM THEY SHALL BECOME ACCUSTOMED TO PARTAKE IN THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER, AND SHALL ENJOY IN THE KINGDOM INTERCOURSE AND COMMUNION WITH THE HOLY ANGELS, AND UNION WITH SPIRITUAL BEINGS; AND [WITH RESPECT TO] THOSE WHOM THE LORD SHALL FIND IN THE FLESH, AWAITING HIM FROM HEAVEN, AND WHO HAVE SUFFERED TRIBULATION, AS WELL AS ESCAPED THE HANDS OF THE WICKED ONE. FOR IT IS IN REFERENCE TO THEM THAT THE PROPHET SAYS: "AND THOSE THAT ARE LEFT SHALL MULTIPLY UPON THE EARTH," AND JEREMIAH(7) THE PROPHET HAS POINTED OUT, THAT AS MANY BELIEVERS AS GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THIS PURPOSE, TO MULTIPLY THOSE LEFT UPON EARTH, SHOULD BOTH BE UNDER THE RULE OF THE SAINTS TO MINISTER TO THIS JERUSALEM, AND THAT [HIS] KINGDOM SHALL BE IN IT, SAYING, "LOOK AROUND JERUSALEM TOWARDS THE EAST, AND BEHOLD THE JOY WHICH COMES TO THEE FROM GOD HIMSELF. BEHOLD, THY SONS SHALL COME WHOM THOU HAST SENT FORTH: THEY SHALL COME IN A BAND FROM THE EAST EVEN UNTO THE WEST, BY THE WORD OF THAT HOLY ONE, REJOICING IN THAT SPLENDOUR WHICH IS FROM THY GOD. O JERUSALEM, PUT OFF THY ROBE OF MOURNING AND OF AFFLICTION, AND PUT ON THAT BEAUTY OF ETERNAL SPLENDOUR FROM THY GOD. GIRD THYSELF WITH THE DOUBLE GARMENT OF THAT RIGHTEOUSNESS PROCEEDING FROM THY GOD; PLACE THE MITRE OF ETERNAL GLORY UPON THINE HEAD. FOR GOD WILL SHOW THY GLORY TO THE WHOLE EARTH UNDER HEAVEN. FOR THY NAME SHALL FOR EVER BE CALLED BY GOD HIMSELF, THE PEACE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND GLORY TO HIM THAT WORSHIPS GOD. ARISE, JERUSALEM, STAND ON HIGH, AND LOOK TOWARDS THE EAST, AND BEHOLD THY SONS FROM THE RISING OF THE SUN, EVEN TO THE WEST, BY THE WORD OF THAT HOLY ONE, REJOICING IN THE VERY REMEMBRANCE OF GOD. FOR THE FOOTMEN HAVE GONE FORTH FROM THEE, WHILE THEY WERE DRAWN AWAY BY THE ENEMY. GOD SHALL BRING THEM IN TO THEE, BEING BORNE WITH GLORY AS THE THRONE OF A KINGDOM. FOR GOD HAS DECREED THAT EVERY HIGH MOUNTAIN SHALL BE BROUGHT LOW, AND THE ETERNAL HILLS, AND THAT THE VALLEYS BE FILLED, SO THAT THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH BE RENDERED SMOOTH, THAT ISRAEL, THE GLORY OF GOD, MAY WALK IN SAFETY. THE WOODS, TOO, SHALL MAKE SHADY PLACES, AND EVERY SWEET-SMELLING TREE SHALL BE FOR ISRAEL ITSELF BY THE COMMAND OF GOD. FOR GOD SHALL GO BEFORE WITH JOY IN THE LIGHT OF HIS SPLENDOUR, WITH THE PITY AND RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH PROCEEDS FROM HIM." 
2. NOW ALL THESE THINGS BEING SUCH AS THEY ARE, CANNOT BE UNDERSTOOD IN REFERENCE TO SUPER-CELESTIAL MATTERS; "FOR GOD," IT IS SAID, "WILL SHOW TO THE WHOLE EARTH THAT IS UNDER HEAVEN THY GLORY." BUT IN THE TIMES OF THE KINGDOM, THE EARTH HAS BEEN CALLED AGAIN BY CHRIST [TO ITS PRISTINE CONDITION], AND JERUSALEM REBUILT AFTER THE PATTERN OF THE JERUSALEM ABOVE, OF WHICH THE PROPHET ISAIAH SAYS, "BEHOLD, I HAVE DEPICTED THY WALLS UPON MY HANDS, AND THOU ART ALWAYS IN MY SIGHT,"(1) AND THE APOSTLE, TOO, WRITING TO THE GALATIANS, SAYS IN LIKE MANNER, "BUT THE JERUSALEM WHICH IS ABOVE IS FREE, WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF US ALL."(2) HE DOES NOT SAY THIS WITH ANY THOUGHT OF AN ERRATIC AEON, OR OF ANY OTHER POWER WHICH DEPARTED FROM THE PLEROMA, OR OF PRUNICUS, BUT OF THE JERUSALEM WHICH HAS BEEN DELINEATED ON [GOD'S] HANDS. AND IN THE APOCALYPSE JOHN SAW THIS NEW [JERUSALEM] DESCENDING UPON THE NEW EARTH.(3) FOR AFTER THE TIMES OF THE KINGDOM, HE SAYS, "I SAW A GREAT WHITE THRONE, AND HIM WHO SAT UPON IT, FROM WHOSE FACE THE EARTH FLED AWAY, AND THE HEAVENS; AND THERE WAS NO MORE PLACE FOR THEM."(4) AND HE SETS FORTH, TOO, THE THINGS CONNECTED WITH THE GENERAL RESURRECTION AND THE JUDGMENT, MENTIONING "THE DEAD, GREAT AND SMALL." "THE SEA," HE SAYS, "GAVE UP THE DEAD WHICH IT HAD IN IT, AND DEATH AND HELL DELIVERED UP THE DEAD THAT THEY CONTAINED; AND THE BOOKS WERE OPENED. MOREOVER," HE SAYS, "THE BOOK OF LIFE WAS OPENED, AND THE DEAD WERE JUDGED OUT OF THOSE THINGS THAT WERE WRITTEN IN THE BOOKS, ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS; AND DEATH AND HELL WERE SENT INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE, THE SECOND DEATH."(5) NOW THIS IS WHAT IS CALLED GEHENNA, WHICH THE LORD STYLED ETERNAL FIRE.(6) "AND IF ANY ONE," IT IS SAID, "WAS NOT FOUND WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE, HE WAS SENT INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE."(7) AND AFTER THIS, HE SAYS, "I SAW A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH, FOR THE FIRST HEAVEN AND EARTH HAVE PASSED AWAY; ALSO THERE WAS NO MORE SEA. AND I SAW THE HOLY CITY, NEW JERUSALEM, COMING DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AS A BRIDE ADORNED FOR HER HUSBAND." "AND I HEARD," IT IS SAID, "A GREAT VOICE FROM THE THRONE, SAYING, BEHOLD, THE TABERNACLE OF GOD IS WITH MEN, AND HE WILL DWELL WITH THEM; AND THEY SHALL BE HIS PEOPLE, AND GOD HIMSELF SHALL BE WITH THEM AS THEIR GOD. AND HE WILL WIPE AWAY EVERY TEAR FROM THEIR EYES; AND DEATH SHALL BE NO MORE, NEITHER SORROW, NOR CRYING, NEITHER SHALL THERE BE ANY MORE PAIN, BECAUSE THE FORMER THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY."(8) ISAIAH ALSO DECLARES THE VERY SAME: "FOR THERE SHALL BE A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH; AND THERE SHALL BE NO REMEMBRANCE OF THE FORMER, NEITHER SHALL THE HEART THINK ABOUT THEM, BUT THEY SHALL FIND IN IT JOY AND EXULTATION."(9) NOW THIS IS WHAT HAS BEEN SAID BY THE APOSTLE: "FOR THE FASHION OF THIS WORLD PASSETH AWAY."(10) TO THE SAME PURPOSE DID THE LORD ALSO DECLARE, "HEAVEN AND EARTH SHALL PASS AWAY."(11) WHEN THESE THINGS, THEREFORE, PASS AWAY ABOVE THE EARTH, JOHN, THE LORD'S DISCIPLE, SAYS THAT THE NEW JERUSALEM ABOVE SHALL [THEN] DESCEND, AS A BRIDE ADORNED FOR HER HUSBAND; AND THAT THIS IS THE TABERNACLE OF GOD, IN WHICH GOD WILL DWELL WITH MEN. OF THIS JERUSALEM THE FORMER ONE IS AN IMAGE--THAT JERUSALEM OF THE FORMER EARTH IN WHICH THE RIGHTEOUS ARE DISCIPLINED BEFOREHAND FOR INCORRUPTION AND PREPARED FOR SALVATION. AND OF THIS TABERNACLE MOSES RECEIVED THE PATTERN IN THE MOUNT;(12) AND NOTHING IS CAPABLE OF BEING ALLEGORIZED, BUT ALL THINGS ARE STEDFAST, AND TRUE, LAND SUBSTANTIAL, HAVING BEEN MADE BY GOD FOR RIGHTEOUS MEN'S ENJOYMENT. FOR AS IT IS GOD TRULY WHO RAISES UP MAN, SO ALSO DOES MAN TRULY RISE FROM THE DEAD, AND NOT ALLEGORICALLY, AS I HAVE SHOWN REPEATEDLY. AND AS HE RISES ACTUALLY, SO ALSO SHALL HE BE ACTUALLY DISCIPLINED BEFOREHAND FOR INCORRUPTION, AND SHALL GO FORWARDS AND FLOURISH IN THE TIMES OF THE KINGDOM, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY BE CAPABLE OF RECEIVING THE GLORY OF THE FATHER. THEN, WHEN ALL THINGS ARE MADE NEW, HE SHALL TRULY DWELL IN THE CITY OF GOD. FOR IT IS SAID, "HE THAT SITTETH ON THE THRONE SAID, BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW. AND THE LORD SAYS, WRITE ALL THIS; FOR THESE WORDS ARE FAITHFUL AND TRUE. AND HE SAID TO ME, THEY ARE DONE."(13) AND THIS IS THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER. 
CHAP. XXXVI.--MEN SHALL BE ACTUALLY RAISED: THE WORLD SHALL NOT BE ANNIHILATED; BUT THERE SHALL BE VARIOUS MANSIONS FOR THE SAINTS, ACCORDING TO THE RANK ALLOTTED TO EACH INDIVIDUAL. ALL THINGS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO GOD THE FATHER, AND SO SHALL HE BE ALL IN ALL. 
1. FOR SINCE THERE ARE REAL MEN, SO MUST THERE ALSO BE A REAL ESTABLISHMENT (PLANTATIONEM), THAT THEY VANISH NOT AWAY AMONG NON-EXISTENT THINGS, BUT PROGRESS AMONG THOSE WHICH HAVE AN ACTUAL EXISTENCE. FOR NEITHER IS THE SUBSTANCE NOR THE ESSENCE OF THE CREATION ANNIHILATED (FOR FAITHFUL AND TRUE IS HE WHO HAS ESTABLISHED IT), BUT "THE FASHION OF THE WORLD PASSETH AWAY;"(14) THAT IS, THOSE THINGS AMONG WHICH TRANSGRESSION HAS OCCURRED, SINCE MAN HAS GROWN OLD IN THEM. AND THEREFORE THIS [PRESENT] FASHION HAS BEEN FORMED TEMPORARY, GOD FOREKNOWING ALL THINGS; AS I HAVE POINTED OUT IN THE PRECEDING BOOK,(15) AND HAVE ALSO SHOWN, AS FAR AS WAS POSSIBLE, THE CAUSE OF THE CREATION OF THIS WORLD OF TEMPORAL THINGS. BUT WHEN THIS [PRESENT] FASHION [OF THINGS] PASSES AWAY, AND MAN HAS BEEN RENEWED, AND FLOURISHES IN AN INCORRUPTIBLE STATE, SO AS TO PRECLUDE THE POSSIBILITY OF BECOMING OLD, [THEN] THERE SHALL BE THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH, IN WHICH THE NEW MAN SHALL REMAIN [CONTINUALLY], ALWAYS HOLDING FRESH CONVERSE WITH GOD. AND SINCE (OR, THAT) THESE THINGS SHALL EVER CONTINUE WITHOUT END, ISAIAH DECLARES, "FOR AS THE NEW HEAVENS AND THE NEW EARTH WHICH I DO MAKE, CONTINUE IN MY SIGHT, SAITH THE LORD, SO SHALL YOUR SEED AND YOUR NAME REMAIN."(1) AND AS THE PRESBYTERS SAY, THEN THOSE WHO ARE DEEMED WORTHY OF AN ABODE IN HEAVEN SHALL GO THERE, OTHERS SHALL ENJOY THE DELIGHTS OF PARADISE, AND OTHERS SHALL POSSESS THE SPLENDOUR OF THE CITY; FOR EVERYWHERE THE SAVIOUR(2) SHALL BE SEEN ACCORDING AS THEY WHO SEE HIM SHALL BE WORTHY. 
2. [THEY SAY, MOREOVER], THAT THERE IS THIS DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE HABITATION OF THOSE WHO PRODUCE AN HUNDRED-FOLD, AND THAT OF THOSE WHO PRODUCE SIXTY-FOLD, AND THAT OF THOSE WHO PRODUCE THIRTY-FOLD: FOR THE FIRST WILL BE TAKEN UP INTO THE HEAVENS, THE SECOND WILL DWELL IN PARADISE, THE LAST WILL INHABIT THE CITY; AND THAT WAS ON THIS ACCOUNT THE LORD DECLARED, "IN MY FATHER'S HOUSE ARE MANY MANSIONS."(3) FOR ALL THINGS BELONG TO GOD, WHO SUPPLIES ALL WITH A SUITABLE DWELLING-PLACE; EVEN AS HIS WORD SAYS, THAT A SHARE IS ALLOTTED TO ALL BY THE FATHER, ACCORDING AS EACH PERSON IS OR SHALL BE WORTHY. AND THIS IS THE COUCH ON WHICH THE GUESTS SHALL RECLINE, HAVING BEEN INVITED TO THE WEDDING.(4) THE PRESBYTERS, THE DISCIPLES OF THE APOSTLES, AFFIRM THAT THIS IS THE GRADATION AND ARRANGEMENT OF THOSE WHO ARE SAVED, AND THAT THEY ADVANCE THROUGH STEPS OF THIS NATURE; ALSO THAT THEY ASCEND THROUGH THE SPIRIT TO THE SON, AND THROUGH THE SON TO THE FATHER, AND THAT IN DUE TIME THE SON WILL YIELD UP HIS WORK TO THE FATHER, EVEN AS IT IS SAID BY THE APOSTLE, "FOR HE MUST REIGN TILL HE HATH PUT ALL ENEMIES UNDER HIS FEET. THE LAST ENEMY THAT SHALL BE DESTROYED IS DEATH."(5) FOR IN THE TIMES OF THE KINGDOM, THE RIGHTEOUS MAN WHO IS UPON THE EARTH SHALL THEN FORGET TO DIE. "BUT WHEN HE SAITH, ALL THINGS SHALL BE SUBDUED UNTO HIM, IT IS MANIFEST THAT HE IS EXCEPTED WHO DID PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIM. AND WHEN ALL THINGS SHALL BE SUBDUED UNTO HIM, THEN SHALL THE SON ALSO HIMSELF BE SUBJECT UNTO HIM WHO PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIM, THAT GOD MAY BE ALL IN ALL."(6) 
3. JOHN, THEREFORE, DID DISTINCTLY FORESEE THE FIRST "RESURRECTION OF THE JUST,"(7) AND THE INHERITANCE IN THE KINGDOM OF THE EARTH; AND WHAT THE PROPHETS HAVE PROPHESIED CONCERNING IT HARMONIZE [WITH HIS VISION]. FOR THE LORD ALSO TAUGHT THESE THINGS, WHEN HE PROMISED THAT HE WOULD HAVE THE MIXED CUP NEW WITH HIS DISCIPLES IN THE KINGDOM. THE APOSTLE, TOO, HAS CONFESSED THAT THE CREATION SHALL BE FREE FROM THE BONDAGE OF CORRUPTION, [SO AS TO PASS] INTO THE LIBERTY OF THE SONS OF GOD.(8) AND IN ALL THESE THINGS, AND BY THEM ALL, THE SAME GOD THE FATHER IS MANIFESTED, WHO FASHIONED MAN, AND GAVE PROMISE OF THE INHERITANCE OF THE EARTH TO THE FATHERS, WHO BROUGHT IT (THE CREATURE) FORTH [FROM BONDAGE] AT THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST, AND FULFILS THE PROMISES FOR THE KINGDOM OF HIS SON; SUBSEQUENTLY BESTOWING IN A PATERNAL MANNER THOSE THINGS WHICH NEITHER THE EYE HAS SEEN, NOR THE EAR HAS HEARD, NOR HAS [THOUGHT CONCERNING THEM] ARISEN WITHIN THE HEART OF MAN,(9) FOR THERE IS THE ONE SON, WHO ACCOMPLISHED HIS FATHER'S WILL; AND ONE HUMAN RACE ALSO IN WHICH THE MYSTERIES OF GOD ARE WROUGHT, "WHICH THE ANGELS DESIRE TO LOOK INTO;"(10) AND THEY ARE NOT ABLE TO SEARCH OUT THE WISDOM OF GOD, BY MEANS OF WHICH HIS HANDIWORK, CONFIRMED AND INCORPORATED WITH HIS SON, IS BROUGHT TO PERFECTION; THAT HIS OFFSPRING, THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN WORD, SHOULD DESCEND TO THE CREATURE (FACTURAM), THAT IS, TO WHAT HAD BEEN MOLDED (PLASMA), AND THAT IT SHOULD BE CONTAINED BY HIM; AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE CREATURE SHOULD CONTAIN THE WORD, AND ASCEND TO HIM, PASSING BEYOND THE ANGELS, AND BE MADE AFTER THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD.(11) 
THE GOSPEL OF MARCION: THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD
CHAPTER 3 3:1/4:31 IN THE FIFTEENTH YEAR OF TIBERIUS CAESAR, PONTIUS PILATE BEING GOVERNOR OF JUDEA, JESUS DESCENDED [OUT OF HEAVEN] INTO CAPERNAUM, A CITY IN GALILEE, AND WAS TEACHING [IN THE SYNAGOGUE] ON THE SABBATH DAYS; AND THEY WERE ASTONISHED AT HIS DOCTRINE, FOR HIS WORD WAS IN AUTHORITY. 33 AND IN THE SYNAGOGUE, THERE WAS A MAN, WHICH HAD A SPIRIT OF AN UNCLEAN DEVIL, AND CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING, 34 LET US ALONE; WHAT HAVE WE TO DO WITH THEE, THOU JESUS? ART, THOU COME TO DESTROY US? I KNOW THEE WHO THOU ART; THE HOLY ONE OF GOD. 35 AND JESUS REBUKED HIM, SAYING, HOLD, THY PEACE, AND COME OUT OF HIM. AND WHEN THE DEVIL HAD THROWN HIM IN THE MIDST, HE CAME OUT OF HIM, AND HURT HIM NOT. 36 AND THEY WERE ALL AMAZED, AND SPOKE AMONG THEMSELVES, SAYING, WHAT A WORD IS THIS! FOR WITH AUTHORITY AND POWER HE COMMANDED THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS, AND THEY COME OUT. 37 AND THE FAME OF HIM WENT OUT INTO EVERY PLACE OF THE COUNTRY ROUND ABOUT. [4:38-39 UNATTESTED] CHAPTER 4 4:16 AND HE CAME TO NAZARETH, AND WENT INTO THE SYNAGOGUE ON THE SABBATH DAY, AND SAT DOWN. 21 AND HE BEGAN TO SPEAK TO THEM, AND ALL WONDERED AT THE WORDS WHICH PROCEEDED OUT OF HIS MOUTH. 23 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, YE WILL SURELY SAY UNTO ME THIS PROVERB, PHYSICIAN, HEAL THYSELF: WHATSOEVER WE HAVE HEARD DONE IN CAPERNAUM, DO ALSO HERE IN THY COUNTRY. 25 BUT I TELL YOU OF A TRUTH, MANY WIDOWS WERE IN ISRAEL IN THE DAYS OF ELIJAH, WHEN THE HEAVEN WAS SHUT UP THREE YEARS AND SIX MONTHS, WHEN GREAT FAMINE WAS THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND; 26 BUT UNTO NONE OF THEM WAS ELIAS SENT, SAVE UNTO SAREPTA, A CITY OF SIDON, UNTO A WOMAN THAT WAS A WIDOW. 27 AND MANY LEPERS WERE IN ISRAEL IN THE TIME OF ELISHA THE PROPHET; AND NONE OF THEM WAS CLEANSED, SAVING NAAMAN THE SYRIAN.] 28 AND THEY WERE ALL FILLED WITH WRATH IN THE SYNAGOGUE, 29 AND ROSE UP, AND THRUST HIM OUT OF THE CITY, AND LED HIM UNTO THE BROW OF THE HILL WHEREON THEIR CITY WAS BUILT, THAT THEY MIGHT CAST HIM DOWN HEADLONG. 30 BUT HE PASSING THROUGH THE MIDST OF THEM WENT HIS WAY. 40 NOW WHEN THE SUN WAS SETTING, ALL THEY THAT HAD ANY SICK WITH DIVER’S, DISEASES BROUGHT THEM UNTO HIM; AND HE LAID HIS HANDS ON EVERY ONE OF THEM, AND HEALED THEM. 41 AND DEVILS ALSO CAME OUT OF MANY, CRYING OUT, AND SAYING, THOU ART THE SON OF GOD. [-41 C] AND HE REBUKING THEM SUFFERED THEM NOT TO SPEAK. 42 AND WHEN IT WAS DAY, HE DEPARTED AND WENT INTO A DESERT PLACE: AND THE PEOPLE SOUGHT HIM, AND CAME UNTO HIM, AND STAYED HIM, THAT HE SHOULD NOT DEPART FROM THEM. 43 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, I MUST PREACH THE KINGDOM OF GOD TO OTHER CITIES ALSO: FOR THEREFORE AM I SENT. 44 AND HE PREACHED IN THE SYNAGOGUES OF GALILEE.  CHAPTER 5 5: 1 AND IT CAME TO PASS, HE STOOD BY THE LAKE OF GENNESARET, 2 AND SAW TWO SHIPS STANDING BY THE LAKE: BUT THE FISHERMEN WERE GONE OUT OF THEM, AND WERE WASHING THEIR NETS. 3 AND HE ENTERED INTO ONE OF THE SHIPS, WHICH WAS SIMON'S, AND PRAYED HIM THAT HE WOULD THRUST OUT A LITTLE FROM THE LAND. AND HE SAT DOWN, AND TAUGHT THE PEOPLE OUT OF THE SHIP. 4 NOW WHEN HE HAD LEFT SPEAKING, HE SAID UNTO SIMON, LAUNCH, OUT INTO THE DEEP, AND LET DOWN YOUR NETS FOR A DRAUGHT. 5 AND SIMON ANSWERING SAID UNTO HIM, TEACHER, WE HAVE TOILED ALL THE NIGHT, AND HAVE TAKEN NOTHING: NEVERTHELESS, AT THY WORD I WILL LET DOWN THE NET. 6 AND WHEN THEY HAD THIS DONE, THEY ENCLOSED A GREAT MULTITUDE OF FISHES: AND THEIR NET BRAKE. 7 AND THEY BECKONED UNTO THEIR PARTNERS, WHICH WERE IN THE OTHER SHIP, THAT THEY SHOULD COME AND HELP THEM. AND THEY CAME, AND FILLED BOTH THE SHIPS, SO THAT THEY BEGAN TO SINK. 8 WHEN SIMON PETER SAW IT, HE FELL DOWN AT JESUS' KNEES, SAYING, DEPART FROM ME; FOR I AM A SINFUL MAN, O LORD. 9 FOR HE WAS ASTONISHED, AND ALL THAT WERE WITH HIM, AT THE DRAUGHT OF THE FISHES WHICH THEY HAD TAKEN: 10 AND SO WAS ALSO JAMES, AND JOHN, THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE, WHICH WERE PARTNERS WITH SIMON. AND JESUS SAID UNTO SIMON, FEAR NOT; FROM HENCEFORTH THOU SHALT CATCH MEN ALIVE. 11 AND WHEN THEY HAD BROUGHT THEIR SHIPS TO LAND, THEY FORSOOK ALL, AND FOLLOWED HIM. HEALING OF THE LEPER 12 AND IT CAME TO PASS, BEHOLD A MAN FULL OF LEPROSY: WHO SEEING JESUS FELL ON HIS FACE, AND BESOUGHT HIM, SAYING, LORD, IF THOU WILT, THOU CANST MAKE ME CLEAN. 13 AND HE PUT FORTH HIS HAND, AND TOUCHED HIM, SAYING, I WILL: BE THOU CLEAN. AND IMMEDIATELY THE LEPROSY DEPARTED FROM HIM. 14 AND HE CHARGED HIM TO TELL NO MAN: BUT GO, AND SHEW THYSELF TO THE PRIEST, AND OFFER FOR THY CLEANSING, ACCORDING AS MOSES COMMANDED, THAT THIS MAY BE A TESTIMONY TO YOU. [15 BUT SO MUCH THE MORE WENT THERE A FAME ABROAD OF HIM: AND GREAT MULTITUDES CAME TOGETHER TO HEAR, AND TO BE HEALED BY HIM OF THEIR INFIRMITIES. 16 AND HE WAS WITHDRAWING HIMSELF INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND PRAYING.] [17 AND IT CAME TO PASS ON A CERTAIN DAY, AS HE WAS TEACHING, THAT THERE WERE PHARISEES AND DOCTORS OF THE [SEXLESS] LAW SITTING BY, WHICH WERE COME OUT OF EVERY TOWN OF GALILEE, AND JUDAEA, AND JERUSALEM: AND THE POWER OF THE LORD WAS PRESENT TO HEAL THEM.] 18 AND, BEHOLD, MEN BROUGHT IN A BED A MAN THAT WAS PALSIED: AND THEY SOUGHT MEANS TO BRING HIM IN, AND TO LAY HIM BEFORE HIM. 19 AND NOT FINDING WHAT WAY THEY MIGHT BRING HIM IN BECAUSE OF THE MULTITUDE, THEY WENT UPON THE HOUSETOP, AND LET HIM DOWN THROUGH THE TILES WITH HIS COUCH INTO THE MIDST BEFORE JESUS. 20 AND SEEING THEIR FAITH, HE SAID UNTO HIM, MAN, THY SINS ARE FORGIVEN THEE. 21 AND THE SCRIBES AND THE PHARISEES BEGAN TO REASON, SAYING, WHO IS THIS WHICH SPEAKS BLASPHEMIES? WHO CAN FORGIVE SINS, BUT GOD ALONE? 22 BUT WHEN JESUS PERCEIVING THEIR REASONINGS, ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM, WHAT REASON YE IN YOUR HEARTS? 23 WHETHER IS EASIER, TO SAY, THY, SINS BE FORGIVEN THEE; OR TO SAY, RISE UP AND WALK? 24 BUT THAT YE MAY KNOW THAT THE SON OF MAN HATH AUTHORITY UPON EARTH TO FORGIVE SINS, (HE SAID UNTO THE PALSIED MAN), I SAY UNTO THEE, ARISE, AND TAKE UP THY COUCH, AND GO INTO THINE HOUSE. 25 AND IMMEDIATELY HE ROSE UP BEFORE THEM, AND TOOK UP THAT WHEREON HE LAY, AND DEPARTED TO HIS OWN HOUSE, GLORIFYING GOD. 26 AND THEY WERE ALL AMAZED, AND THEY GLORIFIED GOD, AND WERE FILLED WITH FEAR, SAYING, WE HAVE SEEN STRANGE THINGS TO DAY. 27 AND AFTER THESE THINGS HE WENT FORTH, AND SAW A PUBLICAN, NAMED LEVI, SITTING AT THE RECEIPT OF CUSTOM: AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, FOLLOW ME. 28 AND HE LEFT ALL, ROSE UP, AND FOLLOWED HIM. 29 AND LEVI MADE HIM A GREAT FEAST IN HIS OWN HOUSE: AND THERE WAS A GREAT COMPANY OF PUBLICANS AND OF OTHERS THAT SAT DOWN WITH THEM. 30 BUT THEIR SCRIBES AND PHARISEES MURMURED AGAINST HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING, WHY DO YE EAT AND DRINK WITH PUBLICANS AND SINNERS? 31 AND JESUS ANSWERING SAID UNTO THEM, THEY THAT ARE WHOLE NEED NOT A PHYSICIAN; BUT THEY THAT ARE SICK. 32 I CAME NOT TO CALL THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT SINNERS TO REPENTANCE. 33 AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM, WHY DO THE DISCIPLES OF JOHN FAST OFTEN, AND MAKE PRAYERS, AND LIKEWISE THE DISCIPLES OF THE PHARISEES; BUT THINE EAT AND DRINK? 34 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, CAN YE MAKE THE CHILDREN OF THE BRIDECHAMBER FAST, WHILE THE BRIDEGROOM IS WITH THEM? 35 BUT THE DAYS WILL COME, WHEN THE BRIDEGROOM SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY FROM THEM, AND THEN SHALL THEY FAST IN THOSE DAYS. 36 AND HE SPOKE ALSO A PARABLE UNTO THEM; NO MAN PUTS A PIECE OF A NEW GARMENT UPON AN OLD GARMENT; OTHERWISE BOTH THE NEW MAKES A RENT, AND THE PIECE THAT WAS TAKEN OUT OF THE NEW AGREES NOT WITH THE OLD. 37 AND NO MAN PUTS NEW WINE INTO OLD WINESKINS; ELSE THE NEW WINE WILL BURST THE SKINS, AND ITSELF WILL BE SPILLED, AND THE SKINS WILL PERISH. 38 BUT NEW WINE MUST BE PUT INTO NEW WINE-SKINS; AND BOTH ARE PRESERVED. [- V. 39] CHAPTER 6 6:1 AND IT CAME TO PASS ON THE SECOND SABBATH AFTER THE FIRST, THAT HE WENT THROUGH THE CORN FIELDS; AND HIS DISCIPLES PLUCKED THE EARS OF CORN, AND DID EAT, RUBBING THEM IN THEIR HANDS. 2 AND CERTAIN OF THE PHARISEES SAID UNTO THEM, WHY DO YE THAT WHICH IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL TO DO ON THE SABBATH DAYS? 3 AND JESUS ANSWERING THEM SAID, HAVE YE NOT READ SO MUCH AS THIS, WHAT DAVID DID, WHEN HIMSELF WAS A HUNGERED, AND THEY WHICH WERE WITH HIM; 4 HOW HE WENT INTO THE HOUSE OF GOD, AND DID TAKE AND EAT THE SHEWBREAD, AND GAVE ALSO TO THEM THAT WERE WITH HIM; WHICH IT IS NOT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL TO EAT BUT FOR THE PRIESTS ALONE? 5 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, THAT THE SON OF MAN IS LORD EVEN OF THE SABBATH [SATURDAY]. 6 AND IT CAME TO PASS ALSO ON ANOTHER SABBATH THAT HE ENTERED INTO THE SYNAGOGUE AND TAUGHT: AND THERE WAS A MAN WHOSE RIGHT HAND WAS WITHERED. 7 AND THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES WATCHED HIM, WHETHER HE WOULD HEAL ON THE SABBATH DAY; THAT THEY MIGHT FIND AN ACCUSATION AGAINST HIM. 8 BUT HE KNEW THEIR REASONINGS, AND SAID TO THE MAN WHICH HAD THE WITHERED HAND, RISE UP, AND STAND FORTH IN THE MIDST. AND HE AROSE AND STOOD FORTH. 9 THEN SAID JESUS UNTO THEM, I WILL ASK YOU ONE THING; IS IT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL ON THE SABBATH DAYS TO DO GOOD, OR TO DO EVIL? TO SAVE LIFE, OR TO DESTROY IT? 10 AND LOOKING ROUND ABOUT UPON THEM ALL, HE SAID UNTO THE MAN, STRETCH FORTH THY HAND. AND HE DID SO: AND HIS HAND WAS RESTORED WHOLE AS THE OTHER. 11 AND THEY WERE FILLED WITH MADNESS; AND COMMUNED ONE WITH ANOTHER WHAT THEY MIGHT DO TO JESUS. 12 AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THOSE DAYS, THAT HE WENT OUT INTO A MOUNTAIN TO PRAY, AND CONTINUED ALL NIGHT IN PRAYER TO GOD. 13 AND WHEN IT WAS DAY, HE CALLED UNTO HIM HIS DISCIPLES: AND OF THEM HE CHOSE TWELVE, WHOM ALSO HE NAMED APOSTLES; 14 SIMON, (WHOM HE ALSO NAMED PETER,) AND ANDREW HIS BROTHER, JAMES AND JOHN, PHILIP AND BARTHOLOMEW, 15 MATTHEW AND THOMAS, JAMES THE SON OF ALPHAEUS, AND SIMON CALLED ZELOTES, 16 AND JUDAS THE BROTHER OF JAMES, AND JUDAS ISCARIOT, WHICH ALSO BECAME A TRAITOR. 17 AND HE CAME DOWN AMONG THEM, AND STOOD IN THE PLAIN, AND THE COMPANY OF HIS DISCIPLES, AND A GREAT MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE OUT OF ALL JUDAEA AND JERUSALEM, AND FROM THE SEA COAST OF TYRE AND SIDON, WHICH CAME TO HEAR HIM, AND TO BE HEALED OF THEIR DISEASES; 18 AND THEY THAT WERE VEXED WITH UNCLEAN SPIRITS: AND THEY WERE HEALED. 19 AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE SOUGHT TO TOUCH HIM: FOR THERE WENT VIRTUE OUT OF HIM, AND HEALED THEM ALL. 20 AND HE LIFTED UP HIS EYES ON HIS DISCIPLES, AND SAID, BLESSED BE YE POOR: FOR YOURS IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 21 BLESSED ARE YE THAT HUNGER NOW: FOR YE SHALL BE FILLED. BLESSED ARE YE THAT WEEP NOW: FOR YE SHALL LAUGH. 22 BLESSED ARE YE, WHEN MEN SHALL HATE YOU, AND WHEN THEY SHALL SEPARATE YOU FROM THEIR COMPANY, AND SHALL REPROACH YOU, AND CAST OUT YOUR NAME AS EVIL, FOR THE SON OF MAN'S SAKE. 23 REJOICE YE IN THAT DAY, AND LEAP FOR JOY: FOR, BEHOLD, YOUR REWARD IS GREAT IN HEAVEN: FOR IN THE LIKE MANNER DID THEIR FATHERS UNTO THE PROPHETS. 24 BUT WOE UNTO YOU THAT ARE RICH! FOR YE HAVE RECEIVED YOUR CONSOLATION. 25 WOE UNTO YOU THAT ARE FULL! FOR YE SHALL HUNGER. WOE UNTO YOU THAT LAUGH NOW! FOR YE SHALL MOURN AND WEEP. 26 WOE UNTO YOU, WHEN ALL MEN SHALL SPEAK WELL OF YOU! FOR SO DID THEIR FATHERS TO THE FALSE PROPHETS. 27 BUT I SAY UNTO YOU WHICH HEAR, [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, DO GOOD TO THEM WHICH HATE YOU, 28 BLESS THEM THAT CURSE YOU, AND PRAY FOR THEM WHICH DESPITEFULLY USE YOU. 29 AND UNTO HIM THAT SMITES THEE ON THE ONE CHEEK OFFER ALSO THE OTHER; AND HIM THAT TAKETH AWAY THY CLOKE FORBID NOT TO TAKE THY COAT ALSO. 30 GIVE TO EVERY MAN THAT ASKS OF THEE; AND OF HIM THAT TAKETH AWAY THY GOODS ASK THEM NOT AGAIN. 31 AND AS YE WOULD THAT MEN SHOULD DO TO YOU, DO YE ALSO TO THEM LIKEWISE. 32 FOR IF YE [SEXUALLY] LOVE THEM WHICH [SEXUALLY] LOVE YOU, WHAT THANK HAVE YE? FOR SINNERS ALSO [SEXUALLY] LOVE THOSE THAT [SEXUALLY] LOVE THEM. 33 AND IF YE DO GOOD TO THEM WHICH DO GOOD TO YOU, WHAT THANK HAVE YE? FOR SINNERS ALSO DO EVEN THE SAME. 34 AND IF YE LEND TO THEM OF WHOM YE HOPE TO RECEIVE, WHAT THANK HAVE YE? FOR SINNERS ALSO LEND TO SINNERS, TO RECEIVE AS MUCH AGAIN. 35 BUT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE YE YOUR ENEMIES, AND DO GOOD, AND LEND, HOPING FOR NOTHING AGAIN; AND YOUR REWARD SHALL BE GREAT, AND YE SHALL BE THE CHILDREN OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST: FOR HE IS KIND UNTO THE UNTHANKFUL AND TO THE EVIL. 36 BE YE THEREFORE MERCIFUL, AS YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] ALSO IS MERCIFUL. 37 JUDGE NOT, AND YE SHALL NOT BE JUDGED: CONDEMN NOT, AND YE SHALL NOT BE CONDEMNED: FORGIVE, AND YE SHALL BE FORGIVEN: 38 GIVE, AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN UNTO YOU; GOOD MEASURE, PRESSED DOWN, AND SHAKEN TOGETHER, AND RUNNING OVER, SHALL MEN GIVE INTO YOUR BOSOM. FOR WITH THE SAME MEASURE THAT YE METE WITHAL IT SHALL BE MEASURED TO YOU AGAIN. 39 AND HE SPOKE A PARABLE UNTO THEM, CAN THE BLIND LEAD THE BLIND? SHALL THEY NOT BOTH FALL INTO THE DITCH? 40 THE DISCIPLE IS NOT ABOVE HIS MASTER: BUT EVERY ONE THAT IS PERFECT SHALL BE AS HIS MASTER. 41 AND WHY BEHOLDS THOU THE MOTE THAT IS IN THY BROTHER'S EYE, BUT PERCEIVES NOT THE BEAM THAT IS IN THINE OWN EYE? 42 EITHER HOW CANST THOU SAY TO THY BROTHER, BROTHER, LET ME PULL OUT THE MOTE THAT IS IN THINE EYE, WHEN THOU THYSELF BEHOLDS NOT THE BEAM THAT IS IN THINE OWN EYE? THOU HYPOCRITE, CAST OUT FIRST THE BEAM OUT OF THINE OWN EYE, AND THEN SHALT THOU SEE CLEARLY TO PULL OUT THE MOTE THAT IS IN THY BROTHER'S EYE. 43 FOR THERE IS NO GOOD TREE THAT PRODUCES CORRUPT FRUIT; NOR CORRUPT TREE THAT PRODUCES GOOD FRUIT. 44 FOR EACH TREE IS KNOWN BY ITS OWN FRUIT. FOR OF THORNS THEY DO NOT GATHER FIGS, NOR OF A BRAMBLE BUSH GATHER THEY GRAPES. 45 THE GOOD MAN OUT OF THE GOOD TREASURE OF HIS HEART BRINGETH FORTH THAT WHICH IS GOOD; AND THE EVIL MAN OUT OF THE EVIL TREASURE OF HIS HEART BRINGETH FORTH THAT WHICH IS EVIL: FOR OF THE ABUNDANCE OF THE HEART HIS MOUTH SPEAKS. 46 AND WHY CALL YE ME, LORD, LORD, AND DO NOT THE THINGS WHICH I SAY? 47 EVERYONE THAT COMETH TO ME, AND HEARETH MY SAYINGS, AND DOETH THEM, I WILL SHEW YOU TO WHOM HE IS LIKE: 48 HE IS LIKE A MAN BUILDING HOUSE, WHO DIGGED AND WENT DEEP, AND LAID A FOUNDATION ON A ROCK: AND WHEN THE FLOOD AROSE, THE STREAM BEAT VEHEMENTLY UPON THAT HOUSE, AND HAD NO STRENGTH TO SHAKE IT: FOR IT WAS FOUNDED UPON A ROCK. 49 BUT HE THAT HEARETH, AND DOETH NOT, IS LIKE A MAN THAT WITHOUT A FOUNDATION BUILT A HOUSE UPON THE EARTH; AGAINST WHICH THE STREAM DID BEAT VEHEMENTLY, AND IMMEDIATELY IT FELL; AND THE RUIN OF THAT HOUSE WAS GREAT. CHAPTER 7 7: 1 NOW WHEN HE HAD ENDED ALL HIS SAYINGS IN THE EARS OF THE PEOPLE, HE ENTERED INTO CAPERNAUM. 2 AND A CERTAIN CENTURION'S SERVANT WAS SICK, AND GOING TO DIE; AND HE WAS PRECIOUS TO HIM. 3 AND WHEN HE HEARD OF JESUS, HE SENT UNTO HIM ELDERS OF THE JEWS, ASKING HIM THAT HE WOULD COME AND HEAL HIS SERVANT. 4 AND WHEN THEY CAME TO JESUS, THEY BESOUGHT HIM EARNESTLY, SAYING, THAT HE WAS WORTHY FOR WHOM HE SHOULD DO THIS: 5 FOR HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVETH OUR NATION, AND HE HATH BUILT US A SYNAGOGUE. 6 THEN JESUS WENT WITH THEM. AND WHEN HE WAS NOW NOT FAR FROM THE HOUSE, THE CENTURION SENT FRIENDS TO HIM, SAYING UNTO HIM, LORD, TROUBLE NOT THYSELF: FOR I AM NOT WORTHY THAT THOU SHOULDEST ENTER UNDER MY ROOF: 7 WHEREFORE NEITHER THOUGHT I MYSELF WORTHY TO COME UNTO THEE: BUT SAY IN A WORD, AND MY BOY SHALL BE HEALED. 8 FOR I ALSO AM A MAN SET UNDER AUTHORITY, HAVING UNDER ME SOLDIERS, AND I SAY UNTO ONE, GO, AND HE GO; AND TO ANOTHER, COME, AND HE COMETH; AND TO MY SERVANT, DO THIS, AND HE DOETH IT. 9 AND WHEN JESUS HEARD THESE THINGS, HE MARVELED AT HIM, AND TURNED, AND SAID UNTO THE PEOPLE THAT FOLLOWED HIM, I SAY UNTO YOU, NOT EVEN IN ISRAEL I HAVE NOT FOUND SO GREAT FAITH. 10 AND THEY THAT WERE SENT, RETURNING TO THE HOUSE, FOUND THE SICK SERVANT WHOLE. 11 AND IT CAME TO PASS THE DAY AFTER, THAT HE WAS GOING INTO A CITY CALLED NAIN; AND MANY OF HIS DISCIPLES WERE GOING WITH HIM, AND A GREAT MULTITUDE. 12 NOW WHEN HE CAME NIGH TO THE GATE OF THE CITY, BEHOLD, A DEAD MAN WAS BEING CARRIED OUT, THE ONLY SON OF HIS MOTHER, AND SHE WAS A WIDOW: AND A CONSIDERABLE MULTITUDE OF THE CITY WAS WITH HER. 13 AND WHEN THE LORD SAW HER, HE HAD COMPASSION ON HER, AND SAID UNTO HER, WEEP NOT. 14 AND HE CAME AND TOUCHED THE BIER: AND THEY THAT BARE HIM STOOD STILL. AND HE SAID, YOUNG MAN, I SAY UNTO THEE, ARISE. 15 AND HE THAT WAS DEAD SAT UP, AND BEGAN TO SPEAK. AND HE DELIVERED HIM TO HIS MOTHER. 16 AND THERE CAME A FEAR ON ALL: AND THEY GLORIFIED GOD, SAYING, THAT A GREAT PROPHET IS RISEN UP AMONG US; AND, THAT GOD HATH VISITED HIS PEOPLE. 17 AND THIS RUMOR OF HIM WENT FORTH THROUGHOUT ALL JUDAEA, AND THROUGHOUT ALL THE REGION ROUND ABOUT. 18 AND THE DISCIPLES OF JOHN TOLD HIM OF ALL THESE THINGS. AND JOHN WAS SCANDALIZED. 19 AND JOHN CALLING UNTO HIM A CERTAIN TWO OF HIS DISCIPLES SENT THEM TO JESUS, SAYING, ART THOU HE THAT COMETH? OR LOOK WE FOR ANOTHER? 20 AND WHEN THE MEN WERE COME UNTO HIM, THEY SAID, JOHN BAPTIST HATH SENT US UNTO THEE, SAYING, ART THOU HE THAT SHOULD COME? OR LOOK WE FOR ANOTHER? 21 AND IN THAT SAME HOUR HE CURED MANY OF INFIRMITIES AND PLAGUES AND OF EVIL SPIRITS; AND UNTO MANY BLIND, HE GAVE SIGHT. 22 THEN JESUS ANSWERING SAID UNTO THEM, GO YOUR WAY, AND TELL JOHN WHAT THINGS YE HAVE SEEN AND HEARD; HOW THAT THE, BLIND SEE, THE LAME WALK, THE LEPERS ARE CLEANSED, THE DEAF HEAR, THE DEAD ARE RAISED, TO THE POOR HAVE GOOD TIDINGS BEEN ANNOUNCED TO THEM. 23 AND BLESSED IS HE, IF HE [JOHN] SHALL NOT BE OFFENDED IN ME. 24 AND WHEN THE MESSENGERS OF JOHN WERE DEPARTED, HE BEGAN TO SPEAK UNTO THE MULTITUDES CONCERNING JOHN. WHAT WENT YE OUT INTO THE WILDERNESS TO GAZE AT? A REED SHAKEN WITH THE WIND? 25 BUT WHAT ARE YE COME OUT TO SEE? A MAN CLOTHED IN SOFT RAIMENT? BEHOLD, THEY WHICH ARE IN GORGEOUS APPAREL, AND DELICACY, ARE IN KINGS' COURTS. 26 BUT WHAT WENT YE OUT FOR TO SEE? A PROPHET? YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, AND MUCH MORE THAN A PROPHET. 27 THIS IS HE, OF WHOM IT IS WRITTEN, BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE THY FACE, WHICH SHALL PREPARE THY WAY BEFORE THEE. 28 FOR I SAY UNTO YOU, AMONG THOSE THAT ARE BORN OF WOMEN A GREATER PROPHET THAN JOHN THE BAPTIST, THERE IS NONE: BUT HE THAT IS LEAST IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS GREATER THAN HE. [29 AND ALL THE PEOPLE, WHEN THEY HEARD IT, AND THE PUBLICANS, JUSTIFIED GOD, BEING BAPTIZED WITH THE BAPTISM OF JOHN. 30 BUT THE [SEXUAL] PHARISEES AND [SEXUAL] LAWYERS REJECTED THE COUNSEL OF GOD UNTO THEMSELVES, BEING NOT BAPTIZED OF HIM. 31 AND THE LORD SAID, WHEREUNTO THEN SHALL I LIKEN THE MEN OF THIS GENERATION? AND TO WHAT ARE THEY LIKE? 32 THEY ARE LIKE UNTO CHILDREN SITTING IN THE MARKETPLACE, AND CALLING ONE TO ANOTHER, AND SAYING, WE HAVE PIPED UNTO YOU, AND YE DID NOT DANCE; WE HAVE MOURNED TO YOU, AND YE DID NOT WEEP. 33 FOR JOHN THE BAPTIST CAME NEITHER EATING BREAD NOR DRINKING WINE; AND YE SAY, HE HATH A DEMON. 34 THE SON OF MAN IS COME EATING AND DRINKING; AND YE SAY, BEHOLD A GLUTTONOUS MAN, AND A WINEBIBBER, A FRIEND OF PUBLICANS AND SINNERS! 35 AND WISDOM WAS JUSTIFIED OF ALL HER CHILDREN]. 36 AND ONE OF THE PHARISEES DESIRED HIM THAT HE WOULD EAT WITH HIM. AND HE WENT INTO THE PHARISEE'S HOUSE, AND RECLINED TO EAT. 37 AND, BEHOLD, A WOMAN IN THE CITY, WHICH WAS A SINNER, WHEN SHE KNEW THAT HE WAS RECLINING IN THE PHARISEE'S HOUSE, BROUGHT AN ALABASTER BOX OF OINTMENT, 38 AND STOOD AT HIS FEET BEHIND HIM WEEPING, AND BEGAN TO WASH HIS FEET WITH TEARS, AND DID WIPE THEM WITH THE HAIRS OF HER HEAD, AND KISSED HIS FEET, AND ANOINTED THEM WITH THE OINTMENT. 39 NOW WHEN THE PHARISEE WHICH HAD BIDDEN HIM SAW IT, HE SPOKE WITHIN HIMSELF, SAYING, THIS MAN, IF HE WERE A PROPHET, WOULD HAVE KNOWN WHO AND WHAT MANNER OF WOMAN THIS IS THAT TOUCHES HIM: FOR SHE IS A SINNER. 40 AND JESUS ANSWERING SAID UNTO HIM, SIMON, I HAVE SOMEWHAT TO SAY UNTO THEE. AND HE SAITH, TEACHER, SAY ON. 41 A CERTAIN MONEY-LENDER HAD TWO DEBTORS: THE ONE OWED FIVE HUNDRED DENARII, AND THE OTHER FIFTY. 42 AND WHEN THEY HAD NOTHING TO PAY, HE FORGAVE THEM BOTH. TELL ME THEREFORE, WHICH OF THEM WILL [SEXLESSLY] LOVE HIM MORE? 43 SIMON ANSWERED AND SAID, I SUPPOSE THAT HE, TO WHOM HE FORGAVE THE MORE. AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, THOU HAST RIGHTLY JUDGED. 44 AND HE TURNED TO THE WOMAN, AND SAID UNTO SIMON, SEE THOU THIS WOMAN? I ENTERED INTO THINE HOUSE: WATER FOR MY FEET THOU GIVE NOT; BUT SHE HATH WETTED MY FEET WITH TEARS, AND WIPED THEM WITH THE HAIRS OF HER HEAD. 45 A KISS THOU GIVE ME NOT: BUT SHE SINCE THE TIME I CAME IN HATH NOT CEASED KISSING MY FEET. 46 MY HEAD WITH OIL THOU DIDST NOT ANOINT: BUT THIS WOMAN HATH ANOINTED MY FEET WITH OINTMENT. 47 FOR THE SAKE OF WHICH I SAY UNTO THEE, HER SINS WHICH ARE MANY ARE FORGIVEN; [FOR SHE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED MUCH: BUT TO WHOM LITTLE IS FORGIVEN, THE SAME [SEXLESSLY] LOVETH LITTLE. 48 AND HE SAID UNTO HER, THY SINS ARE FORGIVEN.] 49 AND THEY THAT WERE RECLINING WITH HIM BEGAN TO SAY WITHIN THEMSELVES, WHO IS THIS THAT EVEN FORGIVES SINS? 50 AND HE SAID TO THE WOMAN, THY FAITH HATH SAVED THEE; GO INTO PEACE. CHAPTER 8 8:1 AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTERWARD, THAT HE MADE HIS WAY THROUGH EVERY CITY AND VILLAGE, PREACHING AND ANNOUNCING AS GLAD TIDINGS THE KINGDOM OF GOD: AND THE TWELVE WERE WITH HIM. 2 AND CERTAIN WOMEN, WHICH HAD BEEN HEALED OF EVIL SPIRITS AND INFIRMITIES, MARY CALLED MAGDALENE, FROM WHOM WENT SEVEN DEMONS HAD GONE OUT, 3 AND JOANNA THE WIFE OF CHUZA, HEROD'S STEWARD, AND SUSANNA, AND MANY OTHERS, WHICH MINISTERED UNTO HIM OF THEIR POSSESSIONS. 4 AND WHEN A GREAT MULTITUDE WERE COMING TOGETHER, AND THEY OF EVERY CITY WERE COME TO HIM, HE SPOKE BY A PARABLE: 5 A SOWER WENT OUT TO SOW HIS SEED: AND AS HE SOWED, SOME FELL BY THE WAY SIDE; AND IT WAS TRODDEN DOWN, AND THE FOWLS OF THE HEAVEN DEVOURED IT. 6 AND OTHER FELL UPON THE ROCK; AND WHEN SPRUNG UP, IT WITHERED AWAY, BECAUSE IT LACKED MOISTURE. 7 AND OTHER FELL IN THE MIDST OF THE THORNS; AND THE THORNS SPRANG UP WITH IT, AND CHOKED IT. 8 AND OTHER FELL ON THE GOOD GROUND, AND WHEN SPRUNG UP, IT PRODUCED FRUIT A HUNDREDFOLD. AND WHEN HE SAID THESE THINGS, HE CRIED, HE THAT HATH EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR. 9 AND HIS DISCIPLES ASKED HIM, SAYING, WHAT MIGHT THIS PARABLE BE? 10 AND HE SAID, UNTO YOU IT IS GIVEN TO KNOW THE MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD: BUT TO THE REST IN PARABLES; THAT SEEING THEY MAY NOT SEE, AND HEARING THEY MAY NOT UNDERSTAND. 16 NO MAN, WHEN HE HATH LIGHTED A LAMP, COVERS IT WITH A VESSEL, OR PUTS IT UNDER A BED; BUT SETS IT ON A LAMP-STAND, THAT THEY WHICH ENTER IN MAY SEE THE LIGHT. 17 FOR THERE IS NO SECRET THING, THAT SHALL NOT BE MADE MANIFEST; NOR HIDDEN, THAT SHALL NOT BE KNOWN AND COME INTO VIEW. 18 TAKE HEED THEREFORE HOW YE HEAR: FOR WHOSOEVER HATH, TO HIM SHALL BE GIVEN; AND WHOSOEVER HATH NOT, [-19] EVEN WHAT HE SEEMS TO HAVE SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY. 20 AND IT WAS TOLD HIM BY CERTAIN [PEOPLE] WHICH SAID, THY MOTHER AND THY BRETHREN STAND WITHOUT, DESIRING TO SEE THEE. 21 AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM, [ WHO IS] MY MOTHER AND MY BRETHREN? MY MOTHER AND MY BRETHREN ARE THESE WHICH HEAR MY WORDS, AND DO [THEM]. 22 NOW IT CAME TO PASS ON ONE OF THE DAYS, THAT HE WENT INTO A SHIP WITH HIS DISCIPLES: AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, LET US GO OVER UNTO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE LAKE. AND THEY LAUNCHED FORTH. 23 BUT AS THEY SAILED, HE FELL ASLEEP. AND THERE CAME DOWN A STORM OF WIND ON THE LAKE; AND THEY WERE FILLING WITH WATER, AND WERE IN JEOPARDY. 24 AND THEY CAME TO HIM, AND AWOKE HIM, SAYING, TEACHER, TEACHER, WE PERISH. AND HE AROSE, AND REBUKED THE WIND AND THE RAGING OF THE WATER. AND THEY CEASED, AND THERE WAS A CALM. 25 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, WHERE IS YOUR FAITH? AND THEY WERE FRIGHTENED AND WONDERED, SAYING ONE TO ANOTHER, WHO THEN IS THIS? FOR HE COMMANDS EVEN THE WINDS AND WATER, AND THEY OBEY HIM? 26 AND THEY SAILED DOWN TO THE COUNTRY OF THE GADARENES, WHICH IS OVER AGAINST GALILEE. 27 AND WHEN HE WENT FORTH TO LAND, THERE MET HIM OUT OF THE CITY A CERTAIN MAN, WHICH HAD DEMONS [A] LONG TIME, AND WORE NO CLOKE, NEITHER ABODE IN A HOUSE, BUT AMONG THE TOMBS. 28 WHEN HE SAW JESUS, HE CRIED OUT, AND FELL DOWN BEFORE HIM, AND WITH A LOUD VOICE SAID, WHAT HAVE I TO DO WITH THEE, JESUS, THOU SON OF GOD MOST HIGH? I BESEECH THEE, TORMENT ME NOT. 29 (FOR HE HAD COMMANDED THE UNCLEAN SPIRIT TO COME OUT OF THE MAN. FOR OFTENTIMES IT HAD CAUGHT HIM: AND HE WAS KEPT GUARDED AND BOUND WITH CHAINS AND IN FETTERS; AND HE BRAKE THE BANDS ASUNDER, AND WAS DRIVEN OF THE DEMON INTO THE DESERTS). 30 AND JESUS ASKED HIM, SAYING, WHAT IS THY NAME? AND HE SAID, LEGION: BECAUSE MANY DEMONS WERE ENTERED INTO HIM. 31 AND THEY BESOUGHT HIM THAT HE WOULD NOT COMMAND THEM TO GO OUT INTO THE ABYSS. 32 AND THERE WAS THERE A HERD OF MANY SWINE FEEDING ON THE MOUNTAIN: AND THEY BESOUGHT HIM THAT HE WOULD ALLOW THEM TO ENTER INTO THEM. AND HE ALLOWED THEM. 33 THEN WENT THE DEMONS OUT OF THE MAN, AND ENTERED INTO THE SWINE: AND THE HERD RAN VIOLENTLY DOWN THE STEEP PLACE INTO THE LAKE, AND WERE CHOKED. 34 WHEN THEY THAT FED THEM SAW WHAT WAS DONE, THEY FLED, AND WENT AND TOLD IT IN THE CITY AND IN THE COUNTRY. 35 THEN THEY WENT OUT TO SEE WHAT WAS DONE; AND CAME TO JESUS, AND FOUND THE MAN, OUT OF WHOM THE DEMONS WERE DEPARTED, SITTING AT THE FEET OF JESUS, CLOTHED, AND IN HIS RIGHT MIND: AND THEY WERE AFRAID. 36 THEY ALSO WHICH SAW IT TOLD THEM BY WHAT MEANS HE THAT WAS POSSESSED OF THE DEMONS WAS SAVED. 37 THEN THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE COUNTRY OF THE GADARENES ROUND ABOUT ASKED HIM TO DEPART FROM THEM; FOR THEY WERE HOLDEN WITH GREAT FEAR: AND HE ENTERED INTO THE SHIP, AND RETURNED BACK AGAIN. 38 NOW THE MAN, FROM WHOM THE DEMONS WERE DEPARTED, BESOUGHT HIM THAT HE MIGHT BE WITH HIM: BUT JESUS SENT HIM AWAY, SAYING, 39 RETURN TO THINE OWN HOUSE, AND RECOUNT HOW GREAT THINGS GOD HATH DONE UNTO THEE. AND HE WENT HIS WAY, PUBLISHING THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE CITY HOW GREAT THINGS JESUS HAD DONE UNTO HIM. [40 AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT, WHEN JESUS WAS RETURNED, THE MULTITUDE WELCOMED HIM: FOR THEY WERE ALL WAITING FOR HIM. 41 AND, BEHOLD, THERE CAME A MAN NAMED JAIRUS, AND HE WAS A RULER OF THE SYNAGOGUE: AND HE FELL DOWN AT JESUS' FEET, AND BESOUGHT HIM THAT HE WOULD COME INTO HIS HOUSE: 42 FOR HE HAD ONE ONLY DAUGHTER, ABOUT TWELVE YEARS OF AGE, AND SHE WAS DYING.] AND AS HE WENT THE MULTITUDES THRONGED HIM. 43 AND A WOMAN HAVING AN ISSUE OF BLOOD TWELVE YEARS, WHICH HAD SPENT ALL HER LIVING UPON PHYSICIANS, NEITHER COULD BE HEALED OF ANY, 44 CAME BEHIND HIM, AND TOUCHED THE BORDER OF HIS GARMENT: AND IMMEDIATELY HER ISSUE OF BLOOD STANCHED. 45 AND JESUS SAID, WHO TOUCHED ME? WHEN ALL DENIED, PETER AND THEY THAT WERE WITH HIM SAID, TEACHER, THE MULTITUDE THRONG THEE AND PRESS THEE, AND SAY THOU, WHO TOUCHED ME? 46 AND JESUS SAID, SOMEBODY HATH TOUCHED ME: FOR I PERCEIVED THAT POWER HAD GONE OUT OF ME. 47 AND WHEN THE WOMAN SAW THAT SHE WAS NOT HID, SHE CAME TREMBLING, AND FALLING DOWN BEFORE HIM, SHE DECLARED UNTO HIM BEFORE ALL THE PEOPLE FOR WHAT REASON SHE HAD TOUCHED HIM, AND HOW SHE WAS HEALED IMMEDIATELY. 48 AND HE SAID UNTO HER, DAUGHTER, BE OF GOOD COMFORT: THY FAITH HATH SAVED THEE; GO INTO PEACE. [49 WHILE HE YET SPOKE, THERE COMETH ONE FROM THE RULER OF THE SYNAGOGUE'S HOUSE, SAYING TO HIM, THY DAUGHTER IS DEAD; TROUBLE NOT THE TEACHER. 50 BUT WHEN JESUS HEARD IT, HE ANSWERED HIM, SAYING, FEAR NOT: BELIEVE ONLY, AND SHE SHALL BE SAVED. 51 AND WHEN HE CAME INTO THE HOUSE, HE SUFFERED NO MAN TO GO IN, SAVE PETER, AND JAMES, AND JOHN, AND THE FATHER AND THE MOTHER OF THE MAIDEN. 52 AND ALL WERE WEEPING, AND BEWAILED HER: BUT HE SAID, WEEP NOT; SHE IS NOT DEAD, BUT SLEEPS. 53 AND THEY LAUGHED HIM TO SCORN, KNOWING THAT SHE WAS DEAD. 54 AND HE PUT THEM ALL OUT, AND TOOK HER BY THE HAND, AND CALLED, SAYING, MAID, ARISE. 55 AND HER SPIRIT CAME AGAIN, AND SHE AROSE STRAIGHTWAY: AND HE COMMANDED SOMETHING BE GIVEN HER TO EAT. 56 AND HER PARENTS WERE ASTONISHED: BUT HE CHARGED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD TELL NO MAN WHAT WAS DONE.] CHAPTER 9 9: 1 THEN HE CALLED HIS TWELVE DISCIPLES TOGETHER, AND GAVE THEM POWER AND AUTHORITY OVER ALL THE DEMONS, AND TO CURE DISEASES. 2 AND HE SENT THEM TO PREACH THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND TO HEAL THE SICK. 3 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, TAKE NOTHING FOR YOUR JOURNEY, NEITHER STAVES, NOR SCRIP, NEITHER BREAD, NEITHER MONEY; NEITHER HAVE TWO COATS APIECE. 4 AND WHATSOEVER HOUSE YE ENTER INTO, THERE ABIDE, AND THENCE DEPART. 5 AND WHOSOEVER WILL NOT RECEIVE YOU, WHEN YE GO OUT OF THAT CITY, SHAKE OFF THE VERY DUST FROM YOUR FEET FOR A TESTIMONY AGAINST THEM. 6 AND THEY DEPARTED, AND WENT THROUGH THE VILLAGES IN ORDER, ANNOUNCING THE GLAD TIDINGS, AND HEALING EVERYWHERE. 7 NOW HEROD THE TETRARCH HEARD OF ALL THAT WAS DONE BY HIM: AND HE WAS PERPLEXED, BECAUSE THAT IT WAS SAID OF SOME, THAT JOHN WAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD; 8 AND OF SOME, THAT ELIJAH HAD APPEARED; AND BY OTHERS, THAT A PROPHET, ONE OF THE ORIGINAL ONES, WAS RISEN AGAIN. 9 AND HEROD SAID, JOHN HAVE I BEHEADED: BUT WHO IS THIS, OF WHOM I HEAR SUCH THINGS? AND HE DESIRED TO SEE HIM. 10 AND THE APOSTLES RETURNED, AND DECLARED UNTO HIM ALL THAT THEY HAD DONE. AND HE TOOK THEM, AND WENT ASIDE PRIVATELY INTO A DESERT PLACE OF A CITY CALLED BETHSAIDA. 11 AND THE MULTITUDES PERCEIVED IT, AND FOLLOWED HIM: AND HE RECEIVED THEM, AND SPOKE UNTO THEM OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND HEALED THEM THAT HAD NEED OF HEALING. 12 AND WHEN THE DAY BEGAN TO DECLINE, AND THE TWELVE CAME, AND SAID UNTO HIM, SEND THE MULTITUDE AWAY, THAT THEY MAY GO INTO THE TOWNS AND COUNTRY ROUND ABOUT, AND LODGE, AND FETCH VICTUALS: FOR WE ARE IN A DESERT PLACE. 13 BUT HE SAID UNTO THEM, GIVE YE THEM TO EAT. AND THEY SAID, WE HAVE NO MORE BUT FIVE LOAVES AND TWO FISHES; EXCEPT WE SHOULD GO AND BUY FOOD FOR ALL THIS PEOPLE. 14 FOR THEY WERE ABOUT FIVE THOUSAND MEN. AND HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, MAKE THEM RECLINE IN COMPANIES BY FIFTIES. 15 AND THEY DID SO, AND MADE THEM ALL RECLINE. 16 AND HE TOOK THE FIVE LOAVES AND THE TWO FISHES, AND LOOKING UP TO HEAVEN, HE BLESSED THEM, AND BRAKE, AND GAVE TO THE DISCIPLES TO SET BEFORE THE MULTITUDE. 17 AND THEY DID EAT, AND WERE ALL FILLED: AND THERE WAS TAKEN UP THAT REMAINED TO THEM OF FRAGMENTS TWELVE BASKETS. 18 AND IT CAME TO PASS, AS HE WAS ALONE PRAYING, HIS DISCIPLES WERE WITH HIM: AND HE ASKED THEM, SAYING, WHOM SAY THE PEOPLE THAT I AM? 19 THEY ANSWERING SAID, JOHN THE BAPTIST; BUT SOME SAY, ELIJAH; AND OTHERS SAY, THAT ONE SOME PROPHET OF THE ORIGINAL ONES IS RISEN AGAIN. 20 HE SAID UNTO THEM, BUT WHOM SAY YE THAT I AM? PETER ANSWERING SAID, THE CHRIST OF GOD. 21 AND HE STRAIGHTLY REPRIMANDED THEM, AND COMMANDED THEM TO TELL NONE SUCH A THING; 22 SAYING, THE SON OF MAN MUST SUFFER MANY THINGS, AND BE REJECTED OF THE ELDERS AND CHIEF PRIESTS AND SCRIBES, AND BE SLAIN, AND BE RAISED THE THIRD DAY. 23 AND HE SAID TO THEM ALL, IF ANY MAN WILL COME AFTER ME, LET HIM DENY HIMSELF, AND TAKE UP HIS CROSS DAILY, AND FOLLOW ME. 24 FOR WHOSOEVER WISHES TO SAVE HIS LIFE SHALL LOSE IT: BUT WHOSOEVER SHALL LOSE HIS LIFE FOR MY SAKE, THE SAME SHALL SAVE IT. 25 FOR WHAT IS A MAN PROFITED, IF HE, GAIN THE WHOLE WORLD, AND LOSE OR FORFEIT HIS OWN SELF? 26 FOR WHOSOEVER SHALL BE ASHAMED OF ME AND OF MY WORDS, OF HIM SHALL THE SON OF MAN BE ASHAMED. [WHEN HE SHALL COME IN HIS OWN GLORY, AND IN THE GLORY OF HIS FATHER'S [STEPHEN’S] AND OF THE HOLY ANGELS. 27 BUT I TELL YOU TRULY, THERE BE SOME OF THOSE THAT STAND HERE, WHICH SHALL BY NO MEANS TASTE DEATH, TILL THEY SEE THE KINGDOM OF GOD.] 28 AND IT CAME TO PASS ABOUT, EIGHT DAYS AFTER THESE SAYINGS, HE TOOK PETER AND JOHN AND JAMES, AND WENT UP INTO A MOUNTAIN TO PRAY. 29 AND [IT CAME TO PAST] AS HE PRAYED, THE APPEARANCE OF HIS COUNTENANCE WAS DIFFERENT, AND HIS RAIMENT WHITE, FLASHING LIKE LIGHTNING. 30 AND, BEHOLD, THERE STOOD WITH HIM TWO MEN, WHICH WERE MOSES AND ELIAS, 31 SEEN IN HIS GLORY. 32 NOW PETER AND THEY THAT WERE WITH HIM WERE WEIGHED DOWN WITH SLEEP: BUT WHEN THEY WERE FULLY AWAKE, THEY SAW HIS GLORY, AND THE TWO MEN THAT STOOD WITH HIM. 33 AND IT CAME TO PASS, AS THEY DEPARTED FROM HIM, PETER SAID UNTO JESUS, TEACHER, IT IS GOOD FOR US TO BE HERE: AND LET US MAKE THREE TABERNACLES; ONE FOR THEE, AND ONE FOR MOSES, AND ONE FOR ELIAS: NOT KNOWING WHAT HE SAID. 34 BUT WHILE HE SAID THESE THINGS, THERE CAME A CLOUD, AND OVERSHADOWED THEM: AND THEY FEARED AS THEY ENTERED INTO THE CLOUD. 35 AND A VOICE CAME OUT OF THE CLOUD, SAYING, THIS IS MY BELOVED SON: HEAR HIM. AND 36 AND WHEN THE VOICE CAME, JESUS WAS FOUND ALONE. AND THEY WERE SILENT, AND TOLD NO MAN IN THOSE DAYS ANY OF THOSE THINGS WHICH THEY HAD SEEN. 37 AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT ON THE NEXT DAY, WHEN THEY WERE COME DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN, A GREAT MULTITUDE MET HIM. 38 AND, BEHOLD, A MAN FROM THE MULTITUDE CRIED OUT, SAYING, TEACHER, I BESEECH THEE, LOOK UPON MY SON: FOR HE IS MY ONLY BEGOTTEN. 39 AND, LO, A SPIRIT TAKETH HIM, AND HE SUDDENLY CRIES OUT; AND IT CONVULSES HIM WITH FOAM, AND BRUISING HIM HARDLY DEPARTS FROM HIM. 40 AND I BESOUGHT THY DISCIPLES TO CAST HIM OUT; AND THEY COULD NOT. 41 AND JESUS ANSWERING SAID, O FAITHLESS AND PERVERSE GENERATION, HOW LONG SHALL I BE WITH YOU, AND SUFFER YOU? BRING THY SON HITHER. 42 AND AS HE WAS YET A COMING, THE DEMON RENT HIM, AND CONVULSED HIM. AND JESUS REBUKED THE UNCLEAN SPIRIT, AND HEALED THE BOY, AND DELIVERED HIM AGAIN TO HIS FATHER. 43 AND THEY WERE ALL AMAZED AT THE MAJESTY OF GOD. AND AS THEY ALL WONDERED AT ALL THINGS WHICH JESUS DID, HE SAID UNTO HIS DISCIPLES, 44 TAKE YE INTO YOUR EARS THESE SAYINGS: FOR THE SON OF MAN IS GOING TO BE DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF MEN. 45 BUT THEY UNDERSTOOD NOT THIS SAYING, AND IT WAS, HID FROM THEM THAT THEY SHOULD NOT PERCEIVE IT: AND THEY FEARED TO ASK HIM ABOUT THAT SAYING. 46 THEN THERE AROSE A REASONING AMONG THEM, WHICH OF THEM SHOULD BE GREATEST. 47 AND JESUS, PERCEIVING THE REASONING OF THEIR HEART, TOOK A CHILD, AND SET IT [NEXT TO] HIMSELF, AND SAID UNTO THEM, 48 WHOSOEVER SHALL RECEIVE THIS CHILD IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] RECEIVES ME: AND WHOSOEVER SHALL RECEIVE ME RECEIVES HIM THAT SENT ME: FOR HE THAT IS LEAST AMONG YOU ALL, THE SAME SHALL BE GREAT. 49 AND JOHN ANSWERED AND SAID, TEACHER, WE SAW ONE CASTING OUT DEMONS IN THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; AND WE HINDERED HIM, BECAUSE HE FOLLOWS NOT WITH US. 50 AND JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, FORBID HIM NOT: FOR HE THAT IS NOT AGAINST YOU IS FOR YOU. 51 AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE DAYS OF HIS TAKING UP WERE BEING FULFILLED, HE STEADFASTLY SET HIS FACE TO GO TO JERUSALEM, 52 AND SENT MESSENGERS BEFORE HIS FACE: AND THEY WENT, AND ENTERED INTO A VILLAGE OF THE SAMARITANS, SO AS TO MAKE READY FOR HIM. 53 AND THEY DID NOT RECEIVE HIM, BECAUSE HIS FACE WAS GOING TO JERUSALEM. 54 AND WHEN HIS DISCIPLES JAMES AND JOHN SAW THIS, THEY SAID, LORD, WILT THOU THAT WE COMMAND FIRE TO COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND TO CONSUME THEM, EVEN AS ELIJAH DID? 55 BUT HE TURNED, AND REBUKED THEM, AND SAID, YE KNOW NOT WHAT MANNER OF SPIRIT YE ARE OF. 56 FOR THE SON OF MAN CAME NOT TO DESTROY MEN'S LIVES, BUT TO SAVE THEM. AND THEY WENT TO ANOTHER VILLAGE. 57 AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT, AS THEY WENT IN THE WAY, A CERTAIN MAN SAID UNTO HIM, LORD, I WILL FOLLOW THEE WHITHERSOEVER THOU GO. 58 AND JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, FOXES HAVE HOLES, AND THE BIRDS OF THE HEAVEN HAVE LODGING PLACES; BUT THE SON OF MAN HATH NOT WHERE HE MAY LAY HIS HEAD. 59 AND HE SAID UNTO ANOTHER, FOLLOW ME. BUT HE SAID, LORD, SUFFER ME FIRST TO GO AND BURY MY FATHER. 60 JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, LEAVE THE DEAD TO BURY THEIR OWN DEAD: BUT GO THOU AND PREACH THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 61 AND ANOTHER ALSO SAID, LORD, I WILL FOLLOW THEE; BUT LET ME FIRST GO BID THEM FAREWELL, WHICH ARE AT HOME AT MY HOUSE. 62 AND JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, NO MAN, HAVING PUT HIS HAND TO THE PLOUGH, AND LOOKING BACK, IS FIT FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD. CHAPTER 10 10: 1 AND AFTER THESE THINGS THE LORD APPOINTED OTHER SEVENTY ALSO, AND SENT THEM TWO AND TWO BEFORE HIS FACE INTO EVERY CITY AND PLACE, WHITHER HE HIMSELF WAS ABOUT TO COME. 2 THEREFORE SAID HE UNTO THEM, THE HARVEST TRULY IS GREAT, BUT THE LABORERS ARE FEW: PRAY YE THEREFORE THE LORD OF THE HARVEST, THAT HE MAY SEND FORTH LABORERS INTO HIS HARVEST. 3 GO YOUR WAYS: BEHOLD, I SEND YOU FORTH AS LAMBS AMONG WOLVES. 4 CARRY NEITHER PURSE, NOR WALLET, NOR SHOES: AND SALUTE NO MAN BY THE WAY. 5 AND INTO WHATSOEVER HOUSE YE ENTER, FIRST SAY, PEACE BE TO THIS HOUSE. 6 AND IF THE SON OF PEACE BE THERE, YOUR PEACE SHALL REST UPON IT: IF NOT, IT SHALL TURN TO YOU AGAIN. 7 AND IN THE SAME HOUSE REMAIN, EATING AND DRINKING SUCH THINGS AS THEY GIVE: FOR THE LABORER IS WORTHY OF HIS HIRE. GO NOT FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE. AND INTO WHATSOEVER CITY YE ENTER, AND THEY RECEIVE YOU, EAT SUCH THINGS AS ARE SET BEFORE YOU: 9 AND HEAL THE SICK THEREIN, AND SAY UNTO THEM, THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS COME NIGH UNTO YOU. 10 BUT INTO WHATSOEVER CITY YE ENTER, AND THEY RECEIVE YOU NOT, GO OUT INTO THE STREETS THEREOF, AND SAY, 11 EVEN THE VERY DUST OF YOUR CITY, WHICH CLAVE TO US, WE DO WIPE OFF AGAINST YOU: NOTWITHSTANDING BE YE SURE OF THIS, THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS COME NIGH UNTO YOU. [12 BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT IT SHALL BE MORE TOLERABLE IN THAT DAY FOR SODOM, THAN FOR THAT CITY. 13 WOE UNTO THEE, CHORAZIN! WOE UNTO THEE, BETHSAIDA! FOR IF THE POWERS HAD BEEN DONE IN TYRE AND SIDON, WHICH HAVE BEEN DONE IN YOU, THEY WOULD HAVE REPENTED LONG AGO, SITTING IN SACKCLOTH AND ASHES. 14 BUT IT SHALL BE MORE TOLERABLE FOR TYRE AND SIDON AT THE JUDGMENT, THAN FOR YOU. 15 AND THOU, CAPERNAUM, WHICH ART EXALTED TO HEAVEN? THOU SHALT BE THRUST DOWN UNTO HADES.] 16 HE THAT HEARETH YOU HEARETH ME; AND HE THAT DESPISES YOU DESPISES ME; AND HE THAT DESPISES ME DESPISES HIM THAT SENT ME. 17 AND THE SEVENTY RETURNED AGAIN WITH JOY, SAYING, LORD, EVEN THE DEMONS ARE SUBJECT UNTO US THROUGH THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 18 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, I BEHELD SATAN AS LIGHTNING FALLEN FROM HEAVEN. 19 BEHOLD, I GIVE UNTO YOU AUTHORITY TO TREAD ON SERPENTS AND SCORPIONS, AND OVER ALL THE POWER OF THE ENEMY: AND NOTHING SHALL BY ANY MEANS HURT YOU. 20 NOTWITHSTANDING, IN THIS REJOICE NOT, THAT THE SPIRITS ARE SUBJECT UNTO YOU; BUT RATHER REJOICE, BECAUSE YOUR NAMES ARE WRITTEN IN THE HEAVENS. 21 IN THAT HOUR JESUS REJOICED IN SPIRIT, AND SAID, I THANK THEE, LORD OF HEAVEN, THAT THOU HAST HID THESE THINGS FROM THE WISE AND PRUDENT, AND HAST REVEALED THEM UNTO BABES: EVEN SO, FATHER [STEPHEN], FOR SO IT WAS WELL-PLEASING BEFORE THEE. 22 ALL THINGS WERE DELIVERED TO ME BY MY FATHER [STEPHEN]: AND NO MAN KNOWS WHO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS, BUT THE SON [ENOCH], AND WHO THE SON [ENOCH] IS, BUT THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND HE TO WHOMSOEVER THE SON [ENOCH] WISHES TO REVEAL HIM. 23 AND HE TURNED HIM UNTO HIS DISCIPLES, AND SAID PRIVATELY, BLESSED ARE THE EYES WHICH SEE WHAT YE SEE: 24 FOR I TELL YOU, THAT PROPHETS DID NOT SEE WHAT YE SEE. 25 AND, BEHOLD, A CERTAIN [SEXUAL] LAWYER STOOD UP, AND TEMPTED HIM, SAYING, TEACHER, DOING WHAT SHALL I OBTAIN LIFE? 26 BUT HE SAID UNTO HIM, WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE [SEXLESS] LAW? HOW READ THOU? 27 AND HE ANSWERING SAID, THOU SHALT [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE LORD THY GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] FROM ALL THY HEART, AND FROM ALL THY SOUL, AND FROM ALL THY STRENGTH, AND FROM ALL THY MIND; AND THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF. 28 AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, THOU HAST ANSWERED RIGHT: THIS DO, AND THOU SHALT LIVE. 29 BUT HE, WILLING TO JUSTIFY HIMSELF, SAID UNTO JESUS, AND WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? 30 AND JESUS ANSWERING SAID, A CERTAIN MAN WAS GOING DOWN FROM JERUSALEM TO JERICHO, AND FELL AMONG THIEVES, WHICH STRIPPED HIM, AND BEAT HIM, LEAVING HIM JUST HALF DEAD. 31 AND BY CHANCE THERE CAME DOWN A CERTAIN PRIEST IN THAT WAY: AND WHEN HE SAW HIM, HE PASSED BY ON THE OTHER SIDE. 32 AND LIKEWISE A LEVITE, WHEN HE WAS AT THE PLACE, CAME AND SAW HIM, AND PASSED BY ON THE OTHER SIDE. 33 BUT A CERTAIN SAMARITAN, AS HE JOURNEYED, CAME DOWN TO HIM: AND WHEN HE SAW HIM, HE HAD COMPASSION ON HIM, 34 AND WENT TO HIM, AND BOUND UP HIS WOUNDS, POURING ON OIL AND WINE, AND SET HIM ON HIS OWN BEAST, AND BROUGHT HIM TO AN INN, AND TOOK CARE OF HIM. 35 AND ON THE MORROW WHEN HE DEPARTED, HE TOOK OUT TWO DENARII, AND GAVE THEM TO THE HOST, AND SAID UNTO HIM, TAKE CARE OF HIM; AND WHATSOEVER THOU SPEND MORE, WHEN I COME AGAIN, I WILL REPAY THEE. 36 WHICH NOW OF THESE THREE, SEEMS TO THEE TO HAVE BEEN A NEIGHBOR UNTO HIM THAT FELL AMONG THE THIEVES? 37 AND HE SAID, HE THAT SHEWED MERCY ON HIM. JESUS THEREFORE SAID UNTO HIM, GO, AND DO THOU LIKEWISE. "MARTHA, MARTHA" 38 NOW IT CAME TO PASS, AS THEY WENT, THAT HE ENTERED INTO A CERTAIN VILLAGE: AND A CERTAIN WOMAN NAMED MARTHA RECEIVED HIM INTO HER HOUSE. 39 AND SHE HAD A SISTER CALLED MARY, WHICH ALSO SAT AT JESUS' FEET, AND HEARD HIS WORD. 40 BUT MARTHA WAS DISTRACTED ABOUT MUCH SERVING, AND CAME UP TO HIM, AND SAID, LORD, DOST THOU NOT CARE THAT MY SISTER DID LEAVE ME TO SERVE ALONE? BID HER THEREFORE THAT SHE, HELP ME. 41 AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HER, MARTHA, MARTHA, THOU ART ANXIOUS AND TROUBLED ABOUT MANY THINGS: 42 BUT THERE IS NEED OF ONE: AND MARY CHOSE THAT GOOD PART, WHICH SHALL NOT BE TAKEN AWAY FROM HER. CHAPTER 11 11: 1 AND IT CAME TO PASS WHILST HE WAS IN A CERTAIN PLACE PRAYING TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHEN HE CEASED, ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES SAID UNTO HIM, LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY, AS JOHN ALSO TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES. 2 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, WHEN YE PRAY, SAY, FATHER [STEPHEN], LET THY HOLY SPIRIT COME UPON US, HALLOWED BE THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THY KINGDOM, COME. THY WILL BE DONE, AS IN HEAVEN, SO ON EARTH. 3 GIVE US DAY BY DAY OUR BREAD FOR THE COMING DAY. 4 AND FORGIVE US OUR SINS; FOR WE ALSO FORGIVE EVERY ONE THAT IS INDEBTED TO US. AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION. 5 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, WHICH OF YOU SHALL HAVE A FRIEND, AND SHALL GO UNTO HIM AT MIDNIGHT, AND SAY UNTO HIM, FRIEND, LEND ME THREE LOAVES; 6 SINCE MY FRIEND IS COME UNTO ME FROM A JOURNEY, AND I HAVE NOTHING TO SET BEFORE HIM? 7 AND HE FROM WITHIN SHALL ANSWER AND SAY, TROUBLE ME NOT: THE DOOR IS NOW SHUT, AND MY CHILDREN ARE WITH ME IN BED; I CANNOT RISE AND GIVE THEE. 8 I SAY UNTO YOU, EVEN IF HE WILL NOT RISE AND GIVE HIM, BECAUSE HE IS HIS FRIEND, YET BECAUSE OF HIS IMPORTUNITY HE WILL RISE AND GIVE HIM AS MANY AS HE NEEDS. 9 AND I SAY UNTO YOU, ASK, AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN YOU; SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND; KNOCK, AND IT SHALL BE OPENED UNTO YOU. 10 FOR EVERY ONE THAT ASKS RECEIVES; AND HE THAT SEEKS FINDS; AND TO HIM THAT KNOCKS IT SHALL BE OPENED. 11 BUT OF WHICH OF YOU THAT IS A FATHER SHALL HIS SON ASK A LOAF HE WILL GIVE HIM A STONE? OR A FISH, AND HE INSTEAD OF A FISH WILL GIVE HIM A SERPENT? 12 OR IF HE SHALL ASK AN EGG, WILL HE GIVE HIM A SCORPION? 13 IF YE THEN, BEING EVIL, KNOW HOW TO GIVE GOOD GIFTS UNTO YOUR CHILDREN: HOW MUCH MORE SHALL YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] FROM HEAVEN GIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT TO THEM THAT ASK HIM? 14 AND HE WAS CASTING OUT A DEMON, AND IT WAS DUMB. AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE DEMON WAS GONE OUT, THE DUMB SPOKE; AND THE MULTITUDES MARVELED. 15 BUT SOME OF THEM SAID, HE CASTS OUT DEMONS THROUGH BEELZEBUB THE CHIEF OF THE DEMONS. 16 AND OTHERS, TEMPTING HIM, SOUGHT OF HIM A SIGN FROM HEAVEN. 17 BUT HE, KNOWING THEIR THOUGHTS, SAID UNTO THEM, EVERY KINGDOM DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF IS BROUGHT TO DESOLATION; AND A HOUSE DIVIDED AGAINST A HOUSE, FALLS. 18 AND IF SATAN ALSO BE DIVIDED AGAINST HIMSELF, HOW SHALL HIS KINGDOM BE ESTABLISHED? BECAUSE YE SAY THAT I CAST OUT DEMONS IN BEELZEBUB. 19 AND IF I IN BEELZEBUB CAST OUT DEMONS, IN WHOM DO YOUR SONS CAST THEM OUT? THEREFORE, SHALL THEY BE YOUR JUDGES. 20 BUT IF I WITH THE FINGER OF GOD CAST OUT DEMONS, NO DOUBT THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS COME UPON YOU. 21 WHEN A STRONG MAN FULLY ARMED KEEPS HIS PALACE, HIS GOODS ARE IN PEACE. [22 BUT WHEN THE STRONGER THAN HE SHALL COME UPON HIM, AND OVERCOME HIM, HE TAKETH FROM HIM ALL HIS WHOLE ARMOR WHEREIN HE TRUSTED, AND DIVIDES HIS SPOILS. 3 HE THAT IS NOT WITH ME IS AGAINST ME: AND HE THAT GATHERS NOT WITH ME SCATTERS. 24 WHEN THE UNCLEAN SPIRIT IS GONE OUT FROM THE MAN, HE GOES THROUGH WATERLESS PLACES, SEEKING REST; AND FINDING NONE, HE SAITH, I WILL RETURN INTO MY HOUSE WHENCE I CAME OUT. 25 AND WHEN HE COMETH, HE FINDS IT SWEPT AND GARNISHED. 26 THEN GO HE, AND TAKETH TO HIM SEVEN OTHER SPIRITS MORE WICKED THAN HIMSELF; AND THEY ENTER IN, AND DWELL THERE: AND THE LAST STATE OF THAT MAN IS WORSE THAN THE FIRST.] 27 AND IT CAME TO PASS, AS HE SAID THESE THINGS, A CERTAIN WOMAN OUT OF THE MULTITUDE LIFTED UP HER VOICE, AND SAID UNTO HIM, BLESSED IS THE WOMB THAT BARE THEE, AND THE BREASTS WHICH THOU DIDST SUCK. 28 BUT HE SAID, YEA RATHER, BLESSED ARE THEY THAT HEAR [MY WORD], AND KEEP IT. 29 AND WHEN THE MULTITUDES WERE GATHERING THICK TOGETHER, HE BEGAN TO SAY, THIS IS AN EVIL GENERATION: IT SEEKS A SIGN; AND THERE SHALL NO SIGN BE GIVEN IT. [- VV. 30-32] 33 NO MAN, WHEN HE HATH LIGHTED A LAMP, PUTS IT INTO A SECRET PLACE, NEITHER UNDER THE BUSHEL, BUT ON THE LAMPSTAND, THAT THEY WHICH COME IN MAY SEE THE LIGHT. 34 THE LAMP OF THE BODY IS THE EYE: THEREFORE, WHEN THINE EYE IS SINGLE, THY WHOLE BODY ALSO IS FULL OF LIGHT; BUT WHEN IT IS EVIL, THY BODY ALSO IS FULL OF DARKNESS. 35 LOOK THEREFORE THAT THE LIGHT WHICH IS IN THEE BE NOT DARKNESS. 36 IF THEREFORE THY WHOLE BODY BE FULL OF LIGHT, HAVING NO PART DARK, IT SHALL BE WHOLLY FULL OF LIGHT, AS WHEN THE LAMP WITH ITS GLEAM DOTH GIVE THEE LIGHT. "WOE!" 37 AND AS HE SPOKE, A CERTAIN PHARISEE ASKED HIM TO BREAKFAST WITH HIM: AND HE WENT IN, AND LAY DOWN. 38 AND WHEN THE PHARISEE SAW IT, HE MARVELED THAT HE HAD NOT FIRST WASHED BEFORE THE BREAKFAST. 39 AND THE LORD SAID UNTO HIM, NOW DO YE PHARISEES CLEAN THE OUTSIDE OF THE CUP AND THE PLATTER; BUT YOUR INSIDE IS FULL OF EXTORTION AND WICKEDNESS. 40 FOOLISH ONES, DID NOT HE THAT MADE THE OUTSIDE MAKE THE INSIDE ALSO? 41 BUT GIVE AS ALMS THE THINGS IN YOUR POWER; AND, BEHOLD, ALL THINGS ARE CLEAN UNTO YOU. 42 BUT WOE UNTO YOU, PHARISEES! FOR YE TITHE MINT AND RUE AND EVERY HERB, AND PASS OVER THE CALLING AND THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF GOD: BUT THESE OUGHT YE TO HAVE DONE, AND NOT TO LEAVE THE OTHER UNDONE. 43 WOE UNTO YOU, PHARISEES! FOR YE [SEXUALLY] LOVE THE FIRST SEAT IN THE SYNAGOGUES, AND THE GREETINGS IN THE MARKETS. 44 WOE UNTO YOU, SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, HYPOCRITES! FOR YE ARE AS GRAVES WHICH APPEAR NOT, AND THE MEN THAT WALK ABOUT OVER THEM KNOW IT NOT. 45 THEN ONE OF THE [SEXUAL] LAWYERS ANSWERING SAITH UNTO HIM, TEACHER, SAYING THESE THINGS THOU, REPROACHES US ALSO. 46 AND HE SAID, WOE UNTO YOU ALSO, [SEXUAL] LAWYERS! FOR YE LADE MEN WITH BURDENS GRIEVOUS TO BE BORNE, AND YE YOURSELVES TOUCH NOT THE BURDENS WITH ONE OF YOUR FINGERS. 47 WOE UNTO YOU! FOR YE BUILD THE SEPULCHERS OF THE PROPHETS, BUT YOUR FATHERS KILLED THEM. 48 TRULY YE ARE WITNESSES AND CONSENT TO THE DEEDS OF YOUR FATHERS: FOR THEY INDEED KILLED THEM, BUT YE BUILD THEIR SEPULCHERS. [- 49 - 51] 52 WOE UNTO YOU, [SEXUAL] LAWYERS! FOR YE TOOK AWAY THE KEY OF KNOWLEDGE: YE ENTERED NOT IN YOURSELVES, AND THEM THAT WERE ENTERING IN YE HINDERED. 53 AND AS HE SAID THESE THINGS UNTO THEM, THE SCRIBES AND THE PHARISEES BEGAN TO PRESS UPON HIM VEHEMENTLY, AND TO PROVOKE HIM TO SPEAK OF MORE THINGS: 54 LAYING, WAIT FOR HIM, AND SEEKING TO CATCH SOMETHING OUT OF HIS MOUTH, THAT THEY MIGHT ACCUSE HIM. CHAPTER 12 12: 1 IN THE MEAN TIME, WHEN THERE WERE GATHERED TOGETHER TENS OF THOUSANDS OF THE MULTITUDES, INSOMUCH THAT THEY, TRODE ONE UPON ANOTHER, HE BEGAN TO SAY UNTO HIS DISCIPLES, FIRST BE YE ON YOUR GUARD AGAINST OF THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES, WHICH IS HYPOCRISY. 2 FOR THERE IS NOTHING COVERED UP, THAT SHALL NOT BE REVEALED; AND HIDDEN THAT SHALL NOT BE KNOWN. 3 WHEREFORE WHATSOEVER YE HAVE SPOKEN IN DARKNESS SHALL BE HEARD IN THE LIGHT; AND THAT WHICH YE HAVE SPOKEN TO THE EAR IN THE CHAMBERS SHALL BE PROCLAIMED UPON THE HOUSETOPS. 4 AND I SAY UNTO YOU MY FRIENDS, BE NOT AFRAID OF THEM THAT KILL THE BODY, AND AFTER THIS HAVE NOT POWER TO DO ANYTHING FURTHER. 5 BUT I WILL SHOW YOU WHOM YE SHALL FEAR: FEAR HIM, WHICH AFTER HE HATH KILLED HATH AUTHORITY TO CAST INTO GEHENNA; YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, FEAR HIM. [- VV. 6-7] 8 BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, WHOSOEVER SHALL CONFESS IN ME BEFORE MEN, IN HIM SHALL THE SON OF MAN ALSO CONFESS BEFORE GOD: 9 BUT HE THAT DENIES ME IN THE SIGHT OF MEN SHALL BE DENIED IN THE SIGHT OF GOD. 10 AND EVERY ONE, WHO SHALL SPEAK A WORD AGAINST THE SON OF MAN, IT SHALL BE FORGIVEN HIM: BUT UNTO HIM THAT BLASPHEMES AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT IT SHALL NOT BE FORGIVEN. 11 AND WHEN THEY BRING YOU UP BEFORE THE SYNAGOGUES, AND UNTO THE RULERS, AND AUTHORITIES, BE NOT ANXIOUS HOW OR WHAT THING YE SHALL ANSWER, OR WHAT YE SHALL SAY: 12 FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT SHALL TEACH YOU IN THE SAME HOUR WHAT YE OUGHT TO SAY. 13 AND ONE OUT OF THE MULTITUDE SAID UNTO HIM, TEACHER, TELL MY BROTHER TO DIVIDE THE INHERITANCE WITH ME. 14 AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, MAN, WHO APPOINTED ME A JUDGE OR A DIVIDER OVER YOU? 15 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, TAKE HEED, AND GUARD YOURSELVES FROM COVETOUSNESS: FOR NOT IN A MAN'S ABUNDANCE CONSISTS HIS LIFE OUT OF HIS POSSESSIONS. 16 AND HE SPOKE A PARABLE UNTO THEM, SAYING, THE GROUND OF A CERTAIN RICH MAN BROUGHT FORTH PLENTIFULLY: 17 AND HE REASONED WITHIN HIMSELF, SAYING, WHAT SHALL I DO, BECAUSE I HAVE NOT WHERE TO COLLECT MY FRUITS? 18 AND HE SAID, THIS WILL I DO: I WILL PULL DOWN MY BARNS, AND BUILD GREATER; AND THERE WILL I COLLECT ALL MY FRUITS AND MY GOODS. 19 AND I WILL SAY TO MY SOUL, SOUL, THOU HAST MUCH GOODS LAID UP FOR MANY YEARS; TAKE THINE EASE, EAT, DRINK, AND BE MERRY. 20 BUT GOD SAID UNTO HIM, FOOLISH ONE, THIS NIGHT THEY REQUIRE THY SOUL FROM THEE: AND THE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED, WHOSE SHALL THEY BE? 21 SO IS HE THAT LAYS UP TREASURE FOR HIMSELF, AND IS NOT RICH TOWARD GOD. 22 AND HE SAID UNTO HIS DISCIPLES, THEREFORE I SAY UNTO YOU, BE NOT ANXIOUS FOR YOUR LIFE, WHAT YE SHALL EAT; NEITHER FOR THE BODY, WHAT YE SHALL PUT ON. 23 THE LIFE IS MORE THAN THE FOOD, AND THE BODY THAN THE RAIMENT. 24 CONSIDER THE RAVENS, THAT THEY SOW NOT NOR REAP; WHICH HAVE NOT STORE CHAMBER NOR BARN; AND GOD FEEDS THEM: HOW MUCH RATHER DO YE EXCEL THE BIRDS! 25 AND WHICH OF YOU WITH BEING ANXIOUS CAN ADD TO HIS STATURE ONE CUBIT? 26 IF YE THEN BE NOT ABLE TO DO EVEN A VERY LITTLE THING, WHY ARE YE ANXIOUS ABOUT THE REST? 27 CONSIDER THE LILIES HOW THEY GROW: THEY TOIL NOT, NOR SPIN; YET I SAY UNTO YOU, NOT EVEN SOLOMON IN ALL HIS GLORY WAS ARRAYED LIKE ONE OF THESE. 28 [IF THEN GOD SO CLOTHE THE GRASS, WHICH IS TO DAY IN THE FIELD, AND TO MORROW IS CAST INTO THE OVEN;] HOW MUCH MORE WILL HE CLOTHE YOU, O YE OF LITTLE FAITH? 29 AND SEEK NOT YE WHAT YE SHALL EAT, OR WHAT YE SHALL DRINK, NEITHER BE YE OF DOUBTFUL MIND. 30 FOR ALL THESE THINGS DO THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD SEEK AFTER: BUT YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] KNOWS THAT YE HAVE NEED OF THESE THINGS. 31 NOTWITHSTANDING SEEK YE THE KINGDOM OF GOD; AND ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE ADDED UNTO YOU. 32 FEAR NOT, LITTLE FLOCK; FOR YOUR FATHER [STEPHEN] IS WELL PLEASED [HEBREWS 11:5] TO GIVE YOU THE KINGDOM. 33 SELL YOUR POSSESSIONS, AND GIVE ALMS; MAKE YOURSELVES PURSES WHICH GROW NOT OLD, AN UNFAILING TREASURE IN THE HEAVENS, WHERE A THIEF DOES NOT COME NEAR, NOR A MOTH DESTROY. 34 FOR WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE WILL YOUR HEART BE ALSO. THE FAITHFUL AND WISE SERVANT 35 LET YOUR LOINS BE GIRDED ABOUT, AND YOUR LAMPS BURNING; 36 AND YE LIKE UNTO MEN THAT WAIT FOR THEIR LORD, WHEN HE SHALL RETURN FROM THE WEDDING-FEAST; THAT WHEN HE COMETH AND KNOCKS, THEY MAY OPEN UNTO HIM IMMEDIATELY. 37 BLESSED ARE THOSE SERVANTS, WHOM THE LORD WHEN HE COMETH SHALL FIND WATCHING: VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT HE SHALL GIRD HIMSELF, AND MAKE THEM TO RECLINE TO MEAT, AND SHALL PASS BY AND SERVE THEM. 38 AND IF HE SHALL COME IN THE EVENING WATCH, AND FIND THEM SO, BLESSED ARE THOSE SERVANTS. 39 AND THIS KNOW, THAT IF THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE HAD KNOWN WHAT HOUR THE THIEF WAS COMING, HE WOULD HAVE WATCHED, AND NOT HAVE LEFT HIS HOUSE TO BE BROKEN THROUGH. 40 BE YE THEREFORE READY ALSO: FOR THE SON OF MAN COMETH AT AN HOUR WHEN YE THINK NOT. 41 THEN PETER SAID UNTO HIM, LORD, SPEAK THOU THIS PARABLE UNTO US, OR EVEN UNTO ALL? 42 AND THE LORD SAID, WHO THEN IS THAT FAITHFUL AND WISE STEWARD, WHOM HIS LORD SHALL SET OVER HIS HOUSEHOLD, TO GIVE THEM THEIR PORTION OF FOOD IN DUE SEASON? 43 BLESSED IS THAT SERVANT, WHOM HIS LORD WHEN HE COMETH SHALL FIND SO DOING. 44 OF A TRUTH I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT HE WILL SET HIM OVER ALL HIS POSSESSIONS. 45 BUT IF THAT SERVANT SHALL SAY IN HIS HEART, MY LORD DELAYED TO COME, AND SHALL BEGIN TO BEAT THE MENSERVANTS AND MAIDSERVANTS, AND TO EAT AND DRINK, AND TO BE DRUNKEN; 46 THE LORD OF THAT SERVANT WILL COME IN A DAY WHEN HE EXPECTS NOT, AND AT AN HOUR WHEN HE KNOWS NOT, AND WILL CUT HIM IN SUNDER, AND WILL APPOINT HIM HIS PORTION WITH THE UNFAITHFUL. 47 AND THAT SERVANT, WHICH KNEW HIS LORD'S WILL, AND PREPARED NOT, NEITHER DID ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, SHALL BE BEATEN WITH MANY STRIPES. 48 BUT HE THAT KNEW NOT, AND DID DID THINGS WORTHY OF STRIPES, SHALL BE BEATEN WITH FEW STRIPES. FOR TO WHOMSOEVER MUCH IS GIVEN, OF HIM SHALL MUCH BE REQUIRED: AND TO WHOM THEY HAVE COMMITTED MUCH, OF HIM THEY WILL ASK THE MORE. 49 I CAME TO CAST FIRE ON THE EARTH; AND WHAT WILL I, IF IT BE ALREADY KINDLED? 50 BUT I HAVE A BAPTISM TO BE BAPTIZED WITH; AND HOW AM I CONSTRAINED TILL IT BE ACCOMPLISHED! 51 THINK YE THAT I AM COME TO GIVE PEACE ON EARTH? I TELL YOU, NAY; BUT RATHER DIVISION: 52 FOR FROM HENCEFORTH THERE SHALL BE FIVE IN ONE HOUSE DIVIDED, THREE AGAINST TWO, AND TWO AGAINST THREE. 53 THEY SHALL BE DIVIDED FATHER AGAINST SON, AND SON AGAINST FATHER; MOTHER AGAINST DAUGHTER, AND DAUGHTER AGAINST MOTHER; MOTHER IN LAW AGAINST HER DAUGHTER IN LAW, AND DAUGHTER IN LAW AGAINST HER MOTHER IN LAW. 54 AND HE SAID ALSO TO THE MULTITUDES, WHEN YE SEE THE CLOUD RISING UP FROM THE WEST, STRAIGHTWAY YE SAY THERE COMETH A SHOWER; AND IT COMETH TO PASS. 55 AND WHEN YE SEE A SOUTH WIND BLOWING, YE SAY, THERE WILL BE SCORCHING HEAT; AND IT COMETH TO PASS. 56 YE HYPOCRITES, YE KNOW HOW TO INTERPRET THE FACE OF THE EARTH AND THE HEAVEN; BUT HOW IS IT THAT YE DO NOT INTERPRET THIS TIME? 57 YEA, AND WHY EVEN OF YOURSELVES JUDGE YE NOT WHAT IS RIGHT? 58 FOR AS THOU GO WITH THINE ADVERSARY BEFORE THE MAGISTRATE, ON THE WAY GIVE DILIGENCE TO BE DELIVERED FROM HIM; LEST HE HALE THEE TO THE JUDGE, AND THE JUDGE DELIVER THEE TO THE OFFICER, AND THE OFFICER CAST THEE INTO PRISON. 59 I SAY UNTO THEE, THOU SHALT BY NO MEANS DEPART THENCE, TILL THOU HAST PAID THE VERY LAST LEPTON. CHAPTER 13 [ -13:1-9] 13: 10 AND HE WAS TEACHING IN ONE OF THE SYNAGOGUES ON THE SABBATH DAYS. 11 AND, BEHOLD, THERE WAS A WOMAN WHICH HAD A SPIRIT OF INFIRMITY EIGHTEEN YEARS, AND WAS BOWED TOGETHER, AND COULD IN NO WISE LIFT UP HERSELF. 12 AND WHEN JESUS SAW HER, HE CALLED HER TO HIM, AND SAID UNTO HER, WOMAN, THOU ART LOOSED FROM THINE INFIRMITY. 13 AND HE LAID HIS HANDS ON HER: AND IMMEDIATELY SHE WAS MADE STRAIGHT, AND GLORIFIED GOD. 14 AND THE RULER OF THE SYNAGOGUE ANSWERED, BEING VEXED, BECAUSE THAT JESUS HAD HEALED ON THE SABBATH DAY, AND SAID UNTO THE MULTITUDE, THERE ARE SIX DAYS IN WHICH MEN OUGHT TO WORK: IN THEM THEREFORE COME AND BE HEALED, AND NOT ON THE DAY OF THE SABBATH. 15 THE LORD THEN ANSWERED HIM, AND SAID, THOU HYPOCRITE, DOTH NOT EACH ONE OF YOU ON THE SABBATH, LOOSE HIS OX OR HIS ASS FROM THE STALL, AND LEAD HIM AWAY TO WATERING? 16 AND OUGHT NOT THIS WOMAN, BEING A DAUGHTER OF ABRAHAM, WHOM SATAN HATH BOUND, LO, THESE EIGHTEEN YEARS, BE LOOSED FROM THIS BOND ON THE DAY OF THE SABBATH? 17 AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE THINGS, ALL HIS ADVERSARIES WERE PUT TO SHAME: AND ALL THE MULTITUDE REJOICED FOR ALL THE GLORIOUS THINGS THAT WERE DONE BY HIM. 18 THEN SAID HE, UNTO WHAT IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD LIKE? AND WHEREUNTO SHALL I LIKEN IT? 19 IT IS LIKE A GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED, WHICH A MAN TOOK, AND CAST INTO HIS OWN GARDEN; AND IT GREW, AND BECAME A GREAT TREE; AND THE BIRDS OF THE HEAVEN LODGED IN THE BRANCHES OF IT. 20 AND AGAIN HE SAID, WHEREUNTO SHALL I LIKEN THE KINGDOM OF GOD? 21 IT IS LIKE UNTO LEAVEN, WHICH A WOMAN TOOK AND HID IN THREE MEASURES OF MEAL, TILL THE WHOLE WAS LEAVENED. 22 AND HE WENT THROUGH THE CITIES AND VILLAGES, TEACHING, AND MAKING A JOURNEY UNTO JERUSALEM. 23 THEN ONE SAID UNTO HIM, LORD, ARE THEY FEW THAT ARE BEING SAVED? AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, 24 STRIVE TO ENTER IN THROUGH THE NARROW GATE: FOR MANY, I SAY UNTO YOU, WILL SEEK TO ENTER IN, AND SHALL NOT BE ABLE. 25 WHEN ONCE THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE IS RISEN UP, AND HATH SHUT TO THE DOOR, AND YE BEGIN TO STAND OUTSIDE, AND TO KNOCK AT THE DOOR, SAYING, LORD, LORD, OPEN UNTO US; AND HE SHALL ANSWER AND SAY UNTO YOU, I KNOW YOU NOT WHENCE YE ARE: 26 THEN SHALL YE BEGIN TO SAY, WE DID EAT AND DRINK IN THY PRESENCE, AND THOU DIDST TEACH IN OUR STREETS. 27 BUT HE SHALL SAY, I TELL YOU, I KNOW YOU NOT WHENCE YE ARE; DEPART FROM ME, ALL YE WORKERS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 28 THERE SHALL BE THE WEEPING AND THE GNASHING OF TEETH, WHEN YE SHALL SEE ALL THE RIGHTEOUS IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND YOURSELVES THRUST OUT AND HELD BACK OUTSIDE. [- VV. 29-35] CHAPTER 14 14: 1 AND IT CAME TO PASS, AS HE WENT INTO THE HOUSE OF ONE OF THE CHIEF PHARISEES TO EAT BREAD ON THE SABBATH DAY, THAT THEY WERE WATCHING HIM. 2 AND, BEHOLD, THERE WAS A CERTAIN MAN BEFORE HIM WHICH HAD THE DROPSY. 3 AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SPOKE UNTO THE [SEXUAL] LAWYERS AND [SEXUAL] PHARISEES, SAYING, IS IT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL TO HEAL ON THE SABBATH DAY? 4 AND THEY HELD THEIR PEACE. AND HE TOOK HIM, AND HEALED HIM, AND LET HIM GO; 5 AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM, WHICH OF YOU SHALL HAVE AN ASS OR AN OX FALLEN INTO A WELL, AND WILL NOT STRAIGHTWAY PULL HIM UP ON THE DAY OF THE SABBATH? 6 AND THEY COULD NOT ANSWER HIM AGAIN TO THESE THINGS. 12 THEN SAID HE ALSO TO HIM THAT BADE HIM, WHEN THOU MAKE A BREAKFAST OR A SUPPER, CALL NOT THY FRIENDS, NOR THY BRETHREN, NEITHER THY KINSMEN, NOR THY RICH NEIGHBORS; LEST THEY ALSO BID THEE AGAIN, AND A RECOMPENSE BE MADE THEE. 13 BUT WHEN THOU MAKE A FEAST, CALL THE POOR, THE MAIMED, THE LAME, THE BLIND: 14 AND THOU SHALT BE BLESSED; FOR THEY HAVE NO[THING] WHEREWITH TO RECOMPENSE THEE: FOR IT SHALL BE RECOMPENSED TO THEE AT THE RESURRECTION OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 15 AND WHEN ONE OF THEM THAT RECLINED WITH HIM HEARD THESE THINGS, HE SAID UNTO HIM, BLESSED IS HE THAT SHALL EAT BREAD IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 16 BUT HE SAID UNTO HIM, A CERTAIN MAN MADE A GREAT SUPPER, AND BADE MANY: 17 AND SENT HIS SERVANT AT SUPPER TIME TO SAY TO THEM THAT WERE BIDDEN, COME; FOR ALL THINGS ARE NOW READY. 18 AND THEY ALL WITH ONE CONSENT BEGAN TO MAKE EXCUSE. THE FIRST SAID UNTO HIM, I HAVE BOUGHT A PIECE OF GROUND, AND I MUST NEEDS GO AND SEE IT: I PRAY THEE HAVE ME EXCUSED. 19 AND ANOTHER SAID, I HAVE BOUGHT FIVE, YOKE OF OXEN, AND I GO TO PROVE THEM: I PRAY THEE, HOLD ME EXCUSED. 20 AND ANOTHER SAID, I HAVE MARRIED A WIFE, AND THEREFORE I CANNOT COME. 21 SO THAT SERVANT CAME, AND SHEWED HIS LORD THESE THINGS. THEN THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE BEING MOVED SAID TO HIS SERVANT, GO OUT QUICKLY INTO THE STREETS AND LANES OF THE CITY, AND BRING IN HITHER THE POOR, AND THE MAIMED, AND THE HALT, AND THE BLIND. 22 AND THE SERVANT SAID, LORD, IT IS DONE AS THOU DIDST COMMAND, AND YET THERE IS ROOM. 23 AND THE LORD SAID UNTO THE SERVANT, GO OUT INTO THE HIGHWAYS AND HEDGES, AND COMPEL THEM TO COME IN, THAT MY HOUSE MAY BE FILLED. 24 FOR I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT NONE OF THOSE MEN WHICH WERE BIDDEN SHALL TASTE OF MY SUPPER. 25 AND THERE WENT GREAT MULTITUDES WITH HIM: AND HE TURNED, AND SAID UNTO THEM, 26 IF ANY MAN COMETH TO ME, AND DOTH NOT ABANDON HIS FATHER, AND MOTHER, AND WIFE, AND CHILDREN, AND BRETHREN, AND SISTERS, YEA, AND HIS OWN LIFE ALSO, HE CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE. 27 AND WHOSOEVER DOTH NOT BEAR HIS CROSS, AND COME BEHIND ME, CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE. 28 FOR WHICH OF YOU, INTENDING TO BUILD A TOWER, SITS NOT DOWN FIRST, AND COUNTS THE COST, WHETHER HE HAVE THE THINGS FOR COMPLETION? 29 LEST HAPLY, AFTER HE HATH LAID THE FOUNDATION, AND IS NOT ABLE TO FINISH, ALL THAT BEHOLD IT BEGIN TO MOCK HIM, 30 SAYING, THIS MAN BEGAN TO BUILD, AND WAS NOT ABLE TO FINISH. 31 OR WHAT KING, WHEN HE IS GOING TO ENCOUNTER ANOTHER KING IN WAR, SITS NOT DOWN FIRST, AND CONSULTS WHETHER HE BE ABLE WITH TEN THOUSAND TO MEET HIM THAT COMETH AGAINST HIM WITH TWENTY THOUSAND? 32 OR ELSE, WHILE THE OTHER IS YET A GREAT WAY OFF, HE SENDS AN EMBASSY, AND DESIRES CONDITIONS OF PEACE. 33 SO THEREFORE, WHOSOEVER HE BE OF YOU THAT RENOUNCES NOT ALL HIS POSSESSIONS, HE CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE. [VV. 34-35 UNCERTAIN] CHAPTER 15 15: 1 NOW ALL THE PUBLICANS AND SINNERS WERE COMING NEAR UNTO HIM, TO HEAR HIM. 2 AND THE PHARISEES AND SCRIBES MURMURED, SAYING, THIS MAN RECEIVES SINNERS, AND EATS WITH THEM. 3 AND HE SPOKE THIS PARABLE UNTO THEM, SAYING, 4 WHAT MAN OF YOU, HAVING A HUNDRED SHEEP, IF HE, LOSE ONE OF THEM, DOTH NOT LEAVE THE NINETY AND NINE IN THE WILDERNESS, AND GO AFTER THAT WHICH IS LOST, UNTIL HE, FIND IT? 5 AND WHEN HE HATH FOUND IT, HE LAYS IT ON HIS SHOULDERS, REJOICING. 6 AND WHEN HE COMETH INTO THE HOUSE, HE CALLETH TOGETHER HIS FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS, SAYING UNTO THEM, REJOICE WITH ME; FOR I HAVE FOUND MY SHEEP WHICH WAS LOST. 7 I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT LIKEWISE JOY SHALL BE IN THE HEAVEN OVER ONE SINNER THAT REPENTS, MORE THAN OVER NINETY AND NINE RIGHTEOUS PERSONS, WHICH HAVE NO NEED OF REPENTANCE. 8 EITHER WHAT WOMAN HAVING TEN DRACHMAS, IF SHE, LOSE ONE DRACHMA, DOTH NOT LIGHT A LAMP, AND SWEEP THE HOUSE, AND SEEK DILIGENTLY TILL SHE, FIND IT? 9 AND WHEN SHE HATH FOUND IT, SHE CALLETH HER FRIENDS AND HER NEIGHBORS TOGETHER, SAYING, REJOICE WITH ME; FOR I HAVE FOUND THE DRACHMA WHICH I HAD LOST. 10 LIKEWISE, I SAY UNTO YOU, THERE IS JOY IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD OVER ONE SINNER THAT REPENTS. [- 15:10-32] CHAPTER 16 16: 1 AND HE SAID ALSO UNTO HIS DISCIPLES, THERE WAS A CERTAIN RICH MAN, WHICH HAD A STEWARD; AND THE SAME WAS ACCUSED UNTO HIM AS WASTING HIS PROPERTY. 2 AND HE CALLED HIM, AND SAID UNTO HIM, HOW IS IT THAT I HEAR THIS OF THEE? RENDER THE ACCOUNT OF THY STEWARDSHIP; FOR THOU CANST NOT BE A STEWARD ANY LONGER. 3 THEN THE STEWARD SAID WITHIN HIMSELF, WHAT SHALL I DO? FOR MY LORD TAKETH AWAY FROM ME THE STEWARDSHIP: I HAVE NOT STRENGTH TO DIG; TO BEG I AM ASHAMED. 4 I KNOW WHAT I WILL DO, THAT, WHEN I AM PUT OUT OF THE STEWARDSHIP, THEY MAY RECEIVE ME INTO THEIR HOUSES. 5 AND HE CALLED EVERY ONE OF HIS LORD'S DEBTORS UNTO HIM, AND SAID UNTO THE FIRST, HOW MUCH OWE THOU UNTO MY LORD? 6 AND HE SAID, A HUNDRED BATHS OF OIL. AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, TAKE THY BOND, AND SIT DOWN QUICKLY, AND WRITE FIFTY. 7 THEN SAID HE TO ANOTHER, AND HOW MUCH OWE THOU? AND HE SAID, A HUNDRED CORDS OF WHEAT. AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, TAKE THY BOND, AND WRITE FOURSCORE. 8 AND THE LORD COMMENDED THE STEWARD OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, BECAUSE HE DID WISELY: FOR THE SONS OF THIS AGE ARE UNTO THEIR OWN GENERATION WISER BEYOND THE CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT. 9 AND I SAY UNTO YOU, MAKE TO YOURSELVES FRIENDS OUT OF THE MAMMON OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS; THAT, WHEN YE LEAVE, THEY MAY RECEIVE YOU INTO ETERNAL HABITATIONS. 10 HE THAT IS FAITHFUL IN A VERY LITTLE IS FAITHFUL IN MUCH: AND HE THAT IS UNRIGHTEOUS IN VERY LITTLE IS UNRIGHTEOUS ALSO IN MUCH. 11 IF THEREFORE YE HAVE NOT BEEN FAITHFUL IN THE UNRIGHTEOUS MAMMON, WHO WILL ENTRUST TO YOU THE REAL [MAMMON]? 12 AND IF YE HAVE NOT BEEN FAITHFUL IN THAT WHICH IS ANOTHER'S, WHO SHALL GIVE YOU THAT WHICH IS MINE? 13 NO DOMESTIC CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS: FOR EITHER HE WILL [SEXLESSLY] HATE THE ONE, AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THE OTHER; OR ELSE HE WILL HOLD TO ONE, AND DESPISE THE OTHER. YE CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON. 14 AND THE PHARISEES ALSO, WHO WERE [SEXUAL] LOVERS OF MONEY [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10], HEARD ALL THESE THINGS: AND THEY SNEERED AT HIM. 15 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, YE ARE THEY WHICH MAKE YOURSELVES RIGHTEOUS IN THE SIGHT OF MEN; BUT GOD KNOWS YOUR HEARTS: FOR THAT WHICH IS HIGHLY ESTEEMED AMONG MEN IS ABOMINATION IN THE SIGHT OF GOD. 16 THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE PROPHETS WERE UNTIL JOHN: SINCE THAT TIME THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS ANNOUNCED AS GOOD TIDINGS, AND EVERY MAN, FORCES INTO IT. 17 BUT IT IS EASIER FOR HEAVEN AND EARTH TO PASS AWAY, EVEN AS THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE PROPHETS [HAVE PASSED AWAY], THAN ONE TITTLE OF MY WORDS TO FAIL. 18 EVERYONE THAT PUTS AWAY HIS WIFE AND MARRIES ANOTHER, COMMITS ADULTERY: AND EVERYONE THAT MARRIES ONE THAT IS PUT AWAY FROM A HUSBAND COMMITS ADULTERY. 19 THERE WAS A CERTAIN RICH MAN, AND HE WAS CLOTHED IN PURPLE AND FINE LINEN, FARING SUMPTUOUSLY EVERY DAY: 20 AND THERE WAS A CERTAIN BEGGAR NAMED LAZARUS, WHICH WAS LAID AT HIS GATE, FULL OF SORES, 21 AND DESIRING TO BE FED WITH THE CRUMBS WHICH FELL FROM THE RICH MAN'S TABLE: BUT EVEN THE DOGS CAME AND LICKED HIS SORES. 22 AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT THE BEGGAR DIED, AND WAS CARRIED BY THE ANGELS INTO ABRAHAM'S BOSOM: THE RICH MAN ALSO DIED, AND WAS BURIED. 23 AND IN HADES HE LIFTED UP HIS EYES, BEING IN TORMENTS, AND SEE ABRAHAM AFAR OFF, AND LAZARUS IN HIS BOSOM. 24 AND HE CRIED AND SAID, FATHER ABRAHAM, HAVE MERCY ON ME, AND SEND LAZARUS, THAT HE MAY DIP THE TIP OF HIS FINGER IN WATER, AND COOL MY TONGUE; FOR I AM IN ANGUISH IN THIS FLAME. 25 BUT ABRAHAM SAID, SON, REMEMBER THAT THOU IN THY LIFETIME RECEIVED THY GOOD THINGS, AND LIKEWISE LAZARUS EVIL THINGS: BUT NOW HE IS COMFORTED, AND THOU ART IN ANGUISH. 26 AND BESIDES ALL THESE THINGS, BETWEEN US AND YOU THERE IS A GREAT GULF FIXED: SO THAT THEY WHICH WISH TO CROSS FROM HENCE TO YOU MAY NOT BE ABLE; NEITHER CAN THEY FROM THENCE PASS THROUGH TO US. 27 BUT HE SAID, I PRAY THEE THEREFORE, FATHER, THAT THOU WOULD SEND HIM TO MY FATHER'S HOUSE: 28 FOR I HAVE FIVE BRETHREN; THAT HE MAY TESTIFY UNTO THEM, LEST THEY ALSO COME INTO THIS PLACE OF TORMENT. 29 ABRAHAM SAITH UNTO HIM, THEY HAVE MOSES AND THE PROPHETS; LET THEM HEAR THEM. 30 AND HE SAID, NAY, FATHER ABRAHAM: BUT IF ONE FROM THE DEAD WENT UNTO THEM, THEY WILL REPENT. 31 AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, IF THEY HEAR NOT MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, NOT EVEN IF ONE FROM THE DEAD AROSE, WILL THEY BE PERSUADED. 17: 1 THEN SAID HE UNTO THE DISCIPLES, IT IS INCONCEIVABLE BUT THAT OCCASIONS OF STUMBLING WILL COME: BUT WOE UNTO HIM, THROUGH WHOM THEY COME! 2 IT WERE A GAIN IF HE HAD NOT BEEN BORN, OR IF A MILLSTONE WERE HANGED ABOUT HIS NECK, AND HE WERE CAST INTO THE SEA, RATHER THAN THAT HE SHOULD CAUSE ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES TO STUMBLE. 3 TAKE HEED TO YOURSELVES: BUT IF THY BROTHER TRESPASS AGAINST THEE, REBUKE HIM; AND IF HE, REPENT, FORGIVE HIM. 4 AND IF HE, TRESPASS AGAINST THEE SEVEN TIMES IN THE DAY, AND SEVEN TIMES IN THE DAY TURN AGAIN TO THEE, SAYING, I REPENT; THOU SHALT FORGIVE HIM. 5 AND THE APOSTLES SAID UNTO THE LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH. 6 AND THE LORD SAID, IF YE HAD FAITH AS A GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED, YE WOULD SAY UNTO THIS MULBERRY TREE, BE THOU PLUCKED UP-ROOTED, AND BE THOU PLANTED IN THE SEA; AND IT WOULD HAVE OBEYED YOU. 7 [BUT WHO IS THERE OF YOU, HAVING A SERVANT PLOWING OR KEEPING SHEEP, THAT WILL SAY UNTO HIM, WHEN HE IS COME FROM THE FIELD, COME STRAIGHTWAY AND LIE DOWN TO MEAT? 8 AND WILL NOT RATHER SAY UNTO HIM, MAKE READY WHEREWITH I MAY SUP, AND GIRD THYSELF, AND SERVE ME, TILL I HAVE EATEN AND DRUNKEN; AND AFTERWARD THOU SHALT EAT AND DRINK? 9 DOTH HE, THANK THAT SERVANT BECAUSE HE DID THE THINGS THAT WERE COMMANDED HIM? I THINK NOT. 10 SO LIKEWISE DO YE, WHEN YE SHALL HAVE DONE ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE COMMANDED YOU.] [- 10 C] 11 AND IT CAME TO PASS, AS HE WENT TO JERUSALEM, THAT HE PASSED THROUGH THE MIDST OF SAMARIA AND GALILEE. 12 AND AS HE ENTERED INTO A CERTAIN VILLAGE, THERE MET HIM TEN MEN THAT WERE LEPERS, WHICH STOOD AFAR OFF: 13 AND THEY LIFTED UP THEIR VOICES, AND SAID, JESUS, MASTER, HAVE MERCY ON US. 14 AND WHEN HE SAW THEM, HE SAID UNTO THEM, GO SHEW YOURSELVES UNTO THE PRIESTS. AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT, AS THEY WENT, THEY WERE CLEANSED. 15 AND ONE OF THEM, WHEN HE SAW THAT HE WAS HEALED, TURNED BACK, AND WITH A LOUD VOICE GLORIFIED GOD, 16 AND FELL DOWN ON HIS FACE AT HIS FEET, GIVING HIM THANKS: AND HE WAS A SAMARITAN. 17 AND JESUS ANSWERING SAID, WERE NOT THE TEN CLEANSED? BUT WHERE ARE THE NINE? 18 THERE ARE NOT FOUND THAT RETURNED TO GIVE GLORY TO GOD BUT THIS ALIEN? +4:27 AND MANY LEPERS WERE IN ISRAEL IN THE TIME OF ELISHA THE PROPHET, AND NONE OF THEM WAS HEALED, BUT ONLY NAAMAN THE SYRIAN. 19 AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, ARISE, GO THY WAY: THY FAITH HATH SAVED THEE. 20 AND WHEN HE WAS QUESTIONED BY THE PHARISEES, WHEN THE KINGDOM OF GOD COMETH, HE ANSWERED THEM AND SAID, THE KINGDOM OF GOD COMETH NOT WITH OBSERVATION: 21 NEITHER SHALL THEY SAY, LO HERE! OR, LO THERE! FOR, BEHOLD, THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS WITHIN YOU. 22 AND HE SAID UNTO THE DISCIPLES, THE DAYS WILL COME, WHEN YE SHALL DESIRE TO SEE ONE OF THE DAYS OF THE SON OF MAN, AND YE SHALL NOT SEE IT. 23 AND THEY SHALL SAY TO YOU, LO HERE! OR, LO THERE! GO NOT AWAY, NOR FOLLOW AFTER THEM. 24 FOR AS THE LIGHTNING, THAT LIGHTENS OUT OF THE ONE PART UNDER HEAVEN, SHINETH UNTO THE OTHER PART UNDER HEAVEN; SO, SHALL ALSO THE SON OF MAN BE IN HIS DAY. 25 BUT FIRST MUST HE SUFFER MANY THINGS, AND BE REJECTED OF THIS GENERATION. 26 AND AS IT CAME TO PASS IN THE DAYS OF NOAH, SO SHALL IT BE ALSO IN THE DAYS OF THE SON OF MAN. 27 THEY ATE, THEY DRANK, THEY MARRIED, THEY WERE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE, UNTIL THE DAY THAT NOAH ENTERED INTO THE ARK, AND THE FLOOD CAME, AND DESTROYED THEM ALL. 28 LIKEWISE ALSO AS IT CAME TO PASS IN THE DAYS OF LOT; THEY ATE, THEY DRANK, THEY BOUGHT, THEY SOLD, THEY PLANTED, THEY BUILDED; 29 BUT IN THE DAY THAT LOT WENT OUT FROM SODOM IT RAINED FIRE AND BRIMSTONE FROM HEAVEN, AND DESTROYED THEM ALL. 30 ACCORDING TO THESE THINGS SHALL IT BE IN THE DAY WHEN THE SON OF MAN IS REVEALED. 31 IN THAT DAY, HE WHICH SHALL BE UPON THE HOUSETOP, AND HIS GOODS IN THE HOUSE, LET HIM NOT GO DOWN TO TAKE THEM AWAY: AND HE THAT IS IN THE FIELD, LET HIM LIKEWISE NOT RETURN TO THE THINGS BEHIND. 32 REMEMBER LOT'S WIFE. 33 WHOSOEVER SHALL SEEK TO SAVE HIS LIFE SHALL LOSE IT; AND WHOSOEVER SHALL LOSE HIS LIFE SHALL PRESERVE IT. 34 I SAY UNTO YOU, IN THAT NIGHT THERE SHALL BE TWO [MEN] SHALL BE ON ONE BED; THE ONE SHALL BE TAKEN, AND THE OTHER SHALL BE LEFT. 35 TWO [WOMEN] SHALL BE GRINDING UPON THE SAME STONE; THE ONE SHALL BE TAKEN, AND THE OTHER SHALL BE LEFT. 36 TWO [MEN] SHALL BE IN THE FIELD; THE ONE SHALL BE TAKEN, AND THE OTHER SHALL BE LEFT. 37 AND THEY ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM, WHERE, LORD? AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, WHERESOEVER THE BODY IS, THERE WILL THE EAGLES BE GATHERED TOGETHER. CHAPTER 18 18: 1 AND HE SPOKE ALSO A PARABLE UNTO THEM ON THE NECESSITY ALWAYS TO PRAY, AND NOT TO FAINT; SAYING, 2 THERE WAS IN A CITY A JUDGE, WHICH FEARED NOT GOD, AND REGARDED NOT MAN: 3 AND THERE WAS A CERTAIN WIDOW IN THAT CITY; AND SHE CAME UNTO HIM, SAYING, RIGHT ME FROM MY OPPONENT AT [SEXLESS] LAW. 4 AND HE WOULD NOT FOR A TIME: BUT AFTERWARD HE SAID WITHIN HIMSELF, THOUGH I FEAR NOT GOD, AND REGARD NOT MAN; 5 YET BECAUSE THIS WIDOW GIVES ME TROUBLE, I WILL RIGHT HER, LEST BY HER COMING TO THE END SHE, WEARY ME. 6 AND THE LORD SAID, HEAR WHAT THE JUDGE OF THE UNRIGHTEOUS SAITH. 7 AND SHALL NOT GOD PERFORM THE RIGHTING OF HIS ELECT, WHICH CRY UNTO HIM DAY AND NIGHT, THOUGH HE BE LONG SUFFERING OVER THEM? 8 I SAY UNTO YOU THAT HE WILL PERFORM THE RIGHTING OF THEM SPEEDILY. NEVERTHELESS, WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMETH, SHALL HE FIND THE FAITH ON THE EARTH? 9 AND HE SPOKE THIS PARABLE UNTO CERTAIN WHICH TRUSTED IN THEMSELVES THAT THEY WERE RIGHTEOUS, AND ACCOUNTED NOTHING OF THE REST; 10 TWO MEN WENT UP INTO THE TEMPLE TO PRAY; THE ONE A PHARISEE, AND THE OTHER A PUBLICAN. 11 THE PHARISEE STOOD AND PRAYED THUS: GOD, I THANK THEE, THAT I AM NOT AS OTHER MEN ARE, EXTORTIONISTS, UNRIGHTEOUS, ADULTERERS, OR EVEN AS THIS PUBLICAN. 12 I FAST TWICE IN THE WEEK, I GIVE TITHES OF ALL THAT I GET. 13 AND THE PUBLICAN, STANDING AFAR OFF, WOULD NOT LIFT UP EVEN HIS EYES UNTO HEAVEN, BUT SMOTE UPON HIS BREAST, SAYING, GOD BE PROPITIATED TO ME THE SINNER. 14 I SAY UNTO YOU THIS MAN WENT DOWN TO HIS HOUSE MADE RIGHTEOUS RATHER THAN THAT ONE: FOR EVERY ONE THAT EXALTS HIMSELF SHALL BE HUMBLED; AND HE THAT HUMBLES HIMSELF SHALL BE EXALTED. 15 AND THEY WERE BRINGING UNTO HIM ALSO THE INFANTS, THAT HE SHOULD TOUCH THEM: BUT WHEN THE DISCIPLES SAW IT, THEY REBUKED THEM. 16 BUT JESUS CALLED THEM UNTO HIM, AND SAID, SUFFER THE LITTLE CHILDREN TO COME UNTO ME, AND HINDER THEM NOT: FOR OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 17 VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, WHOSOEVER SHALL NOT RECEIVE THE KINGDOM OF GOD AS A LITTLE CHILD SHALL IN NO WISE ENTER INTO IT. 18 AND A CERTAIN RULER ASKED HIM, SAYING, GOOD TEACHER, WHAT SHALL I DO TO INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE? 19 AND JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, WHY CALL THOU ME GOOD? NONE IS GOOD, SAVE ONE, EVEN GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. [AND HE [THE RULER] SAID,] 20 I KNOW THE COMMANDMENTS, DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT KILL, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, HONOR THY FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THY MOTHER [VICTORIA]. 21 ALL THESE HAVE I HAVE OBSERVED FROM MY YOUTH UP. 22 BUT WHEN JESUS HEARD THESE THINGS, HE SAID UNTO HIM, YET ONE THING IS LACKING FOR THEE: SELL ALL THINGS, AS MANY AS THOU HAST, AND DISTRIBUTE UNTO THE POOR, AND THOU SHALT HAVE TREASURE IN HEAVEN: AND COME, FOLLOW ME. 23 AND WHEN HE HEARD THESE THINGS, HE BECAME EXCEEDING SORROWFUL: FOR HE WAS VERY RICH. 24 AND WHEN JESUS SAW HIM BECOME EXCEEDING SORROWFUL, HE SAID, HOW HARDLY SHALL THEY THAT HAVE RICHES ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD! 25 FOR IT IS EASIER FOR A CAMEL TO ENTER THROUGH A NEEDLE'S EYE, THAN FOR A RICH MAN TO ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 26 AND THEY THAT HEARD IT SAID, WHO THEN CAN BE SAVED? 27 AND HE SAID, THE THINGS WHICH ARE IMPOSSIBLE WITH MEN ARE POSSIBLE WITH GOD. 28 THEN PETER SAID, LO, WE HAVE LEFT ALL, AND FOLLOWED THEE. 29 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THERE IS NO MAN THAT HATH LEFT HOUSE, OR PARENTS, OR BRETHREN, OR WIFE, OR CHILDREN, FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD'S SAKE, 30 WHO SHALL NOT RECEIVE MANIFOLD MORE IN THIS TIME, AND IN THE COMING AGE ETERNAL LIFE. [- 31-34] 35 AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT AS HE WAS COME NIGH UNTO JERICHO, A CERTAIN BLIND MAN SAT BY THE WAY SIDE BEGGING: 36 AND WHEN HE HEARD THE MULTITUDE PASSING BY, HE ASKED WHAT THIS MIGHT BE. 37 AND THEY TOLD HIM, THAT JESUS PASSED BY. 38 AND HE CRIED, SAYING, JESUS, THOU SON OF DAVID, HAVE MERCY ON ME. 39 AND THEY WHICH WENT BEFORE REBUKED HIM, THAT HE MIGHT BE SILENT: BUT HE CRIED SO MUCH THE MORE, THOU SON OF DAVID, HAVE MERCY ON ME. 40 AND JESUS STOOD STILL, AND COMMANDED HIM TO BE BROUGHT UNTO HIM: AND WHEN HE WAS COME NEAR, HE ASKED HIM, SAYING, 41 WHAT WILT THOU THAT I SHALL DO UNTO THEE? AND HE SAID, LORD, THAT I MAY RECEIVE MY SIGHT. 42 AND JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, RECEIVE THY SIGHT: THY FAITH HATH SAVED THEE. 43 AND IMMEDIATELY HE RECEIVED HIS SIGHT, AND FOLLOWED HIM, GLORIFYING GOD: AND ALL THE PEOPLE, WHEN THEY SAW IT, GAVE PRAISE UNTO GOD. CHAPTER 19 19: 1 AND JESUS ENTERED AND PASSED THROUGH JERICHO. 2 AND, BEHOLD, A MAN CALLED BY THE NAME ZACCHAEUS, AND HE WAS A CHIEF PUBLICAN, AND HE WAS RICH. 3 AND HE SOUGHT TO SEE JESUS WHO HE WAS; AND COULD NOT FROM THE MULTITUDE, BECAUSE HE WAS LITTLE OF STATURE. 4 AND HE RAN BEFORE, AND CLIMBED UP INTO A SYCAMORE TREE TO SEE HIM: FOR HE WAS GOING TO PASS THROUGH THAT WAY. 5 AND WHEN HE CAME TO THE PLACE, HE LOOKED UP, AND SAW HIM, AND SAID UNTO HIM, ZACCHAEUS, MAKE HASTE, AND COME DOWN; FOR TO-DAY I MUST ABIDE AT THY HOUSE. 6 AND HE MADE HASTE, AND CAME DOWN, AND RECEIVED HIM JOYFULLY. 7 AND WHEN THEY SAW IT, THEY ALL MURMURED, SAYING, THAT HE WAS GONE TO LODGE WITH A MAN THAT IS A SINNER. 8 AND ZACCHAEUS STOOD STILL, AND SAID UNTO THE LORD; BEHOLD, LORD, THE HALF OF MY GOODS I GIVE TO THE POOR; AND IF I HAVE TAKEN ANYTHING FROM ANY MAN BY FALSE ACCUSATION, I RESTORE FOURFOLD. 9 AND JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, [- 9 B] THIS DAY IS SALVATION COME TO THIS HOUSE, 10 FOR THE SON OF MAN IS COME TO SEEK AND TO SAVE THAT WHICH WAS LOST. 11 AND AS THEY HEARD THESE THINGS, HE ADDED AND SPOKE A PARABLE, BECAUSE HE WAS NIGH TO JERUSALEM, AND BECAUSE THEY SUPPOSED THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD WAS GOING TO APPEAR IMMEDIATELY. 12 HE SAID THEREFORE, A CERTAIN NOBLEMAN WENT INTO A DISTANT COUNTRY TO RECEIVE FOR HIMSELF A KINGDOM, AND TO RETURN. 13 AND HE CALLED HIS TEN SERVANTS, AND DELIVERED THEM TEN POUNDS, AND SAID UNTO THEM, TRADE TILL I COME. 14 BUT HIS CITIZENS HATED HIM, AND SENT HIS EMBASSY AFTER HIM, SAYING, WE DO NOT WISH THIS MAN TO REIGN OVER US. 15 AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT WHEN HE WAS RETURNED, HAVING RECEIVED THE KINGDOM, THAT HE COMMANDED THESE SERVANTS TO BE CALLED UNTO HIM, TO WHOM HE GAVE THE MONEY, THAT HE MIGHT KNOW WHAT TRADE EVERY MAN HAD ACCOMPLISHED 16 AND THE FIRST CAME BEFORE HIM, SAYING, LORD, THY MINA HATH WROUGHT TEN MINAS MORE. 17 AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, WELL, THOU GOOD SERVANT: BECAUSE THOU, WAS FAITHFUL IN A VERY LITTLE, BE THOU HOLDING AUTHORITY OVER TEN CITIES. 18 AND THE SECOND CAME, SAYING, LORD, THY MINA HATH GAINED FIVE MINAS. 19 AND HE SAID LIKEWISE TO HIM, BE THOU ALSO OVER FIVE CITIES. 20 AND ANOTHER CAME, SAYING, LORD, BEHOLD, HERE IS THY MINA, WHICH I HAVE KEPT LAID UP IN A NAPKIN: 21 FOR I FEARED THEE, BECAUSE THOU ART AN AUSTERE MAN: THOU TAKE UP THAT THOU LAID NOT DOWN, AND REAPS THAT THOU SOW NOT. 22 AND HE SAITH UNTO HIM, OUT OF THINE OWN MOUTH WILL I JUDGE THEE, THOU WICKED SERVANT. KNOW THOU THAT I WAS AN AUSTERE MAN, TAKING UP THAT I LAID NOT DOWN, AND REAPING THAT I SOWED NOT? 23 WHEREFORE THEN GAVE THOU NOT MY MONEY INTO THE BANK, AND I WOULD HAVE COME AND EXACTED IT WITH INTEREST? 24 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM THAT STOOD BY, TAKE FROM HIM THE MINA, AND GIVE IT TO HIM THAT HATH TEN MINAS. 25 AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM, LORD, HE HATH TEN MINAS. 26 FOR I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT UNTO EVERY ONE WHICH HATH SHALL BE GIVEN; AND FROM HIM THAT HATH NOT, EVEN THAT HE HATH SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY FROM HIM. 27 BUT THOSE MINE ENEMIES, THAT DID NOT WISH ME TO REIGN OVER THEM, BRING HITHER, AND SLAY THEM BEFORE ME. 28 AND WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN, HE WENT BEFORE, ASCENDING UP TO JERUSALEM. [- VV. 29-46] 47 AND HE WAS TEACHING DAILY IN THE TEMPLE. BUT THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES AND THE CHIEF OF THE PEOPLE SOUGHT TO DESTROY HIM, 48 AND COULD NOT FIND WHAT THEY MIGHT DO: FOR ALL THE PEOPLE WERE VERY ATTENTIVE TO HEAR HIM. CHAPTER 20 20: 1 AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT ON ONE OF THOSE DAYS, AS HE WAS TEACHING THE PEOPLE IN THE TEMPLE, AND ANNOUNCING THE GLAD TIDINGS, THERE CAME UPON HIM THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES WITH THE ELDERS, 2 AND SPOKE UNTO HIM, SAYING, TELL US, BY WHAT AUTHORITY DO THOU THESE THINGS? OR WHO IS HE THAT GAVE THEE THIS AUTHORITY? 3 AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM, I WILL ALSO ASK YOU ONE WORD AND TELL ME: 4 THE BAPTISM OF JOHN, WAS IT FROM HEAVEN, OR OF MEN? 5 AND THEY REASONED WITH THEMSELVES, SAYING, IF WE SHALL SAY, FROM HEAVEN; HE WILL SAY, WHY THEN BELIEVED YE HIM NOT? 6 BUT IF WE SAY, OF MEN; ALL THE PEOPLE WILL STONE US: FOR THEY BE PERSUADED THAT JOHN WAS A PROPHET. 7 AND THEY ANSWERED, THAT THEY KNEW NOT WHENCE IT WAS. 8 AND JESUS SAID UNTO THEM, NEITHER, TELL I YOU BY WHAT AUTHORITY I DO THESE THINGS. [- VV. 9-18 ]19 AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES THE SAME HOUR SOUGHT TO LAY HANDS ON HIM; [-19 C] AND THEY FEARED THE PEOPLE. 20 AND THEY WATCHED HIM, AND SENT FORTH SPIES, FEIGNING THEMSELVES TO BE RIGHTEOUS MEN, THAT THEY MIGHT TAKE HOLD OF HIS SPEECH, IN ORDER TO DELIVER HIM UP UNTO THE RULE AND AUTHORITY OF THE GOVERNOR. 21 AND THEY ASKED HIM, SAYING, TEACHER, WE KNOW THAT THOU SAY AND TEACH RIGHTLY, AND ACCEPTS NOT A COUNTENANCE, BUT OF A TRUTH TEACHES THE WAY OF GOD. 22 IS IT [SEXLESSLY] LAWFUL FOR US TO GIVE TRIBUTE UNTO CAESAR, OR NOT? 23 BUT HE PERCEIVED THEIR CRAFTINESS, AND SAID UNTO THEM, WHY TEMPT YE ME? 24 SHEW ME A DENARIUS. WHOSE IMAGE AND SUPERSCRIPTION HATH IT? THEY ANSWERED AND SAID, CAESAR'S. 25 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, RENDER THEREFORE UNTO CAESAR THE THINGS OF CAESAR, AND UNTO GOD THE THINGS OF GOD. 26 AND THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO TAKE HOLD OF HIS SAYING BEFORE THE PEOPLE: AND THEY MARVELED AT HIS ANSWER, AND HELD THEIR PEACE. 27 AND THERE CAME TO HIM CERTAIN OF THE SADDUCEES, THEY WHICH DENY THAT THERE IS ANY RESURRECTION; AND THEY ASKED HIM, SAYING, 28 TEACHER, MOSES WROTE UNTO US, THAT IF ANY MAN'S BROTHER DIE, HAVING A WIFE, AND HE DIE CHILDLESS, THAT HIS BROTHER SHOULD TAKE THE WIFE, AND RAISE UP SEED UNTO HIS BROTHER. 29 THERE WERE THEREFORE SEVEN BRETHREN: AND THE FIRST TOOK A WIFE, AND DIED CHILDLESS. 30 AND THE SECOND TOOK HER TO WIFE, AND HE DIED CHILDLESS. 31 AND THE THIRD TOOK HER; AND LIKEWISE, THE SEVEN ALSO LEFT NO CHILDREN, AND DIED. 32 LAST OF ALL THE WOMAN DIED ALSO. 33 IN THE RESURRECTION, THEREFORE, WHOSE WIFE OF THEM DOES SHE BECOME? FOR THE SEVEN HAD HER AS A WIFE. 34 AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM, THE SONS OF THIS AGE MARRY, AND ARE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE: 35 BUT THEY WHOM GOD ACCOUNTED WORTHY OF THAT AGE, TO OBTAIN THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, NEITHER MARRY, NOR ARE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE: 36 NEITHER CAN THEY DIE ANY MORE: FOR THEY ARE EQUAL UNTO THE ANGELS; AND ARE THE SONS OF GOD, BEING THE CHILDREN OF THE RESURRECTION. [- VV. 37-38] 39 THEN CERTAIN OF THE SCRIBES ANSWERING SAID, TEACHER, THOU HAST WELL SAID. 40 AND THEY DID NOT ANY LONGER VENTURE TO ASK HIM ANYTHING. 41 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, HOW SAY THEY THAT THE CHRIST IS DAVID'S SON? 42 AND DAVID HIMSELF SAITH IN THE BOOK OF PSALMS, THE LORD SAID UNTO MY LORD, SIT THOU ON MY RIGHT HAND, 43 TILL I MAKE THINE ENEMIES THE FOOTSTOOL OF THY FEET. 44 DAVID THEREFORE CALLETH HIM LORD, AND HOW IS HE THEN HIS SON? 45 AND WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE WERE HEARING HIM, HE SAID UNTO HIS DISCIPLES, 46 BEWARE OF THE SCRIBES, WHICH DESIRE TO WALK IN LONG ROBES, AND [SEXUALLY] LOVE SALUTATIONS IN THE MARKETS, AND THE FIRST SEATS IN THE SYNAGOGUES, AND THE FIRST ROOMS AT FEASTS; 47 WHICH EAT UP THE HOUSES OF WIDOWS, AND FOR A PRETEXT MAKE LONG PRAYERS: THE SAME SHALL RECEIVE GREATER CONDEMNATION. CHAPTER 21 21: 1 AND HE LOOKED UP, AND SAW THE RICH MEN THAT WERE CASTING THEIR GIFTS INTO THE TREASURY. 2 AND HE SAW ALSO A CERTAIN POOR WIDOW CASTING IN THITHER TWO LEPTA. 3 AND HE SAID, OF A TRUTH I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT THIS POOR WIDOW HATH CAST IN MORE THAN THEY ALL: 4 FOR ALL THESE DID OUT OF THEIR SUPER-ABUNDANCE CAST IN UNTO THE OFFERINGS OF GOD: BUT SHE OUT OF HER WANT HATH CAST IN ALL THE LIVING THAT SHE HAD. THE "LITTLE APOCALYPSE" 5 AND AS SOME SPOKE ABOUT THE TEMPLE, THAT IT WAS ADORNED WITH GOODLY STONES AND OFFERINGS, HE SAID, 6 AS FOR THESE THINGS WHICH YE BEHOLD, THE DAYS WILL COME, IN THE WHICH THERE SHALL NOT BE LEFT A STONE UPON A STONE, THAT SHALL NOT BE THROWN DOWN. 7 AND THEY ASKED HIM, SAYING, TEACHER, WHEN THEN SHALL THESE THINGS BE? AND WHAT SHALL BE THE SIGN, WHEN THESE THINGS ARE GOING TO TAKE PLACE? 8 AND HE SAID, SEE THAT YE BE NOT LED ASTRAY: FOR MANY SHALL COME IN MY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], SAYING, I AM HE; AND THE TIME IS COME NEAR: GO YE NOT THEREFORE AFTER THEM. 9 AND WHEN YE SHALL HEAR OF WARS AND TUMULTS, BE NOT TERRIFIED: FOR THESE THINGS MUST FIRST COME TO PASS; BUT THE END IS NOT IMMEDIATELY. 10 THEN SAID HE UNTO THEM, NATION SHALL RISE AGAINST NATION, AND KINGDOM AGAINST KINGDOM: 11 AND GREAT EARTHQUAKES SHALL BE IN DIVER’S, PLACES, AND FAMINES, AND PESTILENCES; AND TERRORS AND GREAT SIGNS SHALL THERE BE FROM HEAVEN. 12 BUT BEFORE ALL THESE, THEY SHALL LAY THEIR HANDS ON YOU, AND PERSECUTE YOU, DELIVERING YOU UP TO THE SYNAGOGUES, AND INTO PRISONS, BEING BROUGHT BEFORE KINGS AND RULERS FOR MY NAME'S SAKE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 13 AND IT SHALL TURN OUT TO YOU FOR A TESTIMONY. 14 SETTLE IT THEREFORE IN YOUR HEARTS, NOT TO MEDITATE BEFORE HOW TO ANSWER: 15 FOR I WILL GIVE YOU A MOUTH AND WISDOM, WHICH ALL THOSE OPPOSED TO YOU SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO GAINSAY NOR WITHSTAND. 16 AND YE SHALL BE DELIVERED UP EVEN BY PARENTS, AND BRETHREN, AND KINSFOLKS, AND FRIENDS; AND THEY SHALL PUT SOME OF YOU TO DEATH. 17 AND YE SHALL BE HATED OF ALL MEN FOR MY NAME'S SAKE [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. [- V. 18] 19 IN YOUR PATIENCE POSSESS YE YOUR SOULS. 20 BUT WHEN YE SHALL SEE JERUSALEM COMPASSED WITH ARMIES, THEN KNOW THAT HER DESOLATION IS COME NEAR. [- VV. 21-22] 23 [ BUT WOE UNTO THEM THAT ARE WITH CHILD, AND TO THEM THAT GIVE SUCK, IN THOSE DAYS! FOR THERE SHALL BE GREAT DISTRESS IN THE LAND, AND WRATH UNTO THIS PEOPLE. 24 AND THEY SHALL FALL BY THE EDGE OF THE SWORD, AND SHALL BE LED AWAY CAPTIVE INTO ALL THE NATIONS: AND JERUSALEM SHALL BE TRODDEN DOWN BY NATIONS, UNTIL THE TIMES OF NATIONS BE FULFILLED.] 25 AND THERE SHALL BE SIGNS IN SUN, AND MOON, AND STARS; AND UPON THE EARTH DISTRESS OF NATIONS, WITH PERPLEXITY; THE SEA AND WAVES ROARING; 26 MEN FAINTING FOR FEAR, AND FOR EXPECTATION OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE COMING ON THE WORLD: FOR THE POWERS OF THE HEAVENS SHALL BE SHAKEN. 27 AND THEN SHALL THEY SEE THE SON OF MAN COMING IN A CLOUD WITH GREAT POWER. 28 AND WHEN THESE THINGS BEGIN TO COME TO PASS, THEN LOOK UP, AND LIFT UP YOUR HEADS; FOR YOUR REDEMPTION DRAWS NIGH. 29 AND HE SPOKE TO THEM A PARABLE; BEHOLD THE FIG TREE, AND ALL THE TREES; 30 WHEN THEY ALREADY SHOOT FORTH, YE SEE IT, AND KNOW YOUR OWN SELVES THAT SUMMER IS ALREADY NEAR. 31 SO LIKEWISE YE, WHEN YE SEE THESE THINGS COME TO PASS, KNOW YE THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS NEAR. 32 [-32 B] VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH SHALL IN NO WISE PASS AWAY, TILL ALL THINGS BE ACCOMPLISHED 33 THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH SHALL PASS AWAY: BUT MY WORDS SHALL IN NO WISE PASS AWAY. 34 AND TAKE HEED TO YOURSELVES, LEST AT ANY TIME YOUR HEARTS BE WEIGHED DOWN WITH SURFEITING, AND DRUNKENNESS, AND CARES OF THIS LIFE, AND THAT DAY COME UPON YOU UNAWARES. 35 FOR AS A SNARE SHALL IT COME ON ALL THEM THAT DWELL ON THE FACE OF ALL THE EARTH. 36 WATCH YE THEREFORE AT EVERY SEASON, PRAYING, THAT YE MAY BE ACCOUNTED WORTHY [-36 C] TO ESCAPE ALL THESE THINGS THAT ARE GOING TO TAKE PLACE. 37 AND EVERY DAY HE WAS TEACHING IN THE TEMPLE; AND AT NIGHT HE WENT OUT, AND LODGED ON THE MOUNTAIN THAT IS CALLED OLIVES. 38 AND ALL THE PEOPLE CAME EARLY IN THE MORNING TO HIM IN THE TEMPLE TO HEAR HIM. CHAPTER 22 22: 1 NOW THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD WAS COMING NEAR, WHICH IS CALLED THE PASSOVER. 2 AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND SCRIBES WERE SEEKING HOW THEY MIGHT KILL HIM; FOR THEY FEARED THE PEOPLE. 3 THEN JUDAS, WHO WAS SURNAMED ISCARIOT, BEING OF THE NUMBER OF THE TWELVE, WENT AWAY, 4 AND COMMUNED WITH THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND CAPTAINS, HOW HE MIGHT DELIVER HIM UP TO THEM. 5 AND THEY WERE GLAD, AND COVENANTED TO GIVE HIM MONEY. 6 AND HE CONSENTED, AND WAS SEEKING OPPORTUNITY TO DELIVER HIM UP TO THEM WITHOUT TUMULT. 7 THEN THE DAY OF UNLEAVENED BREAD CAME, WHEN THE PASSOVER MUST BE SACRIFICED. 8 AND HE [SAID] UNTO PETER AND [THE REST], GO AND MAKE READY THAT WE MAY EAT THE PASSOVER. 9 AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM, WHERE WILT THOU THAT WE MAKE READY? 10 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, BEHOLD, WHEN YE HAVE ENTERED INTO THE CITY, A MAN SHALL MEET YOU, BEARING A PITCHER OF WATER; FOLLOW HIM INTO THE HOUSE WHERE INTO HE GOES. 11 AND YE SHALL SAY UNTO THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE, THE TEACHER SAITH UNTO THEE, WHERE IS THE LODGING, WHERE I MAY EAT THE PASSOVER WITH MY DISCIPLES? 12 AND HE SHALL SHEW YOU A LARGE UPPER ROOM FURNISHED: THERE MAKE READY. 13 AND THEY WENT, AND FOUND AS HE HAD SAID UNTO THEM: AND THEY MADE READY THE PASSOVER. 14 AND WHEN THE HOUR WAS COME, HE RECLINED, AND THE TWELVE APOSTLES WITH HIM. 15 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, WITH DESIRE I HAVE DESIRED TO EAT THIS PASSOVER WITH YOU BEFORE I SUFFER: [-V. 16] 17 [ AND HE RECEIVED A CUP, AND WHEN HE HAD GIVEN THANKS, HE SAID, TAKE THIS, AND DIVIDE IT AMONG YOURSELVES: 18 FOR I SAY UNTO YOU, I WILL NOT DRINK OF THE FRUIT OF THE VINE, UNTIL THE KINGDOM OF GOD SHALL COME.] 19 AND HE TOOK BREAD, AND GAVE THANKS, AND BRAKE IT, AND GAVE TO THEM, SAYING, THIS IS MY BODY WHICH IS GIVEN FOR YOU: THIS DO FOR MY REMEMBRANCE. 20 AND IN LIKE MANNER THE CUP AFTER SUPPER, SAYING, THIS CUP IS THE [NEW] COVENANT IN MY BLOOD, EVEN THAT WHICH IS POURED OUT FOR YOU. 21 BUT, BEHOLD, THE HAND OF HIM THAT BETRAYS ME IS WITH ME ON THE TABLE. 22 AND THE SON OF MAN INDEED GO, AS IT HATH BEEN DETERMINED: BUT WOE UNTO THAT MAN THROUGH WHOM HE IS BETRAYED! 23 AND THEY BEGAN TO DISPUTE WITH THEMSELVES, WHICH OF THEM IT WAS THAT WAS GOING TO DO THIS THING. 24 AND THERE WAS ALSO A CONTENTION AMONG THEM, WHICH OF THEM IS ACCOUNTED TO BE GREATER. 25 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, THE KINGS OF THE NATIONS HAVE LORDSHIP OVER THEM; AND THEY THAT HAVE AUTHORITY OVER THEM ARE CALLED BENEFACTORS. 26 BUT YE SHALL NOT BE SO: BUT HE THAT IS THE GREATER AMONG YOU, LET HIM BE AS THE YOUNGER; AND HE THAT LEADETH AS HE THAT SERVES. 27 FOR WHETHER IS GREATER- HE THAT RECLINES AT MEAT, OR HE THAT SERVES? IS NOT HE THAT RECLINES? BUT I AM IN THE MIDST OF YOU AS HE THAT SERVES. 28 YE ARE THEY WHICH HAVE CONTINUED WITH ME IN MY TEMPTATIONS. 29 AND I APPOINT UNTO YOU EVEN AS MY FATHER [STEPHEN] HATH APPOINTED UNTO ME, A KINGDOM. [- V. 30] 31 AND THE LORD SAID, SIMON, SIMON, BEHOLD, SATAN DEMANDED YOU, THAT HE MIGHT SIFT YOU AS WHEAT: 32 BUT I ENTREATED FOR THEE, THAT THY FAITH MAY NOT FAIL: AND ONCE THOU HAST TURNED AGAIN, ESTABLISH THY BRETHREN. 33 AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, LORD, I AM READY TO GO WITH THEE, BOTH INTO PRISON, AND TO DEATH. 34 AND HE SAID, I TELL THEE, PETER, THE COCK SHALL NOT CROW AT ALL TO-DAY, BEFORE THAT THOU SHALT THRICE DENY THAT THOU KNOW ME. [-VV. 35; 37] 39 AND HE CAME OUT, AND WENT ACCORDING TO HIS CUSTOM TO THE MOUNTAIN OF OLIVES, AND HIS DISCIPLES ALSO FOLLOWED HIM. 40 AND WHEN HE WAS AT THE PLACE, HE SAID UNTO THEM, PRAY NOT TO ENTER INTO TEMPTATION. 41 AND HE WAS SEPARATED FROM THEM ABOUT A STONE'S THROW, AND HE KNEELED DOWN, AND PRAYED, SAYING 42 FATHER [STEPHEN], IF THOU BE WILLING, REMOVE THIS CUP FROM ME: NEVERTHELESS, NOT MY WILL, BUT THINE, BE DONE. 43 AND THERE APPEARED UNTO HIM AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN, STRENGTHENING HIM. 44 AND HE BECAME IN AN AGONY AND PRAYED MORE EARNESTLY: AND HIS SWEAT BECAME AS IT WERE GREAT DROPS OF BLOOD FALLING DOWN TO THE GROUND. 45 AND WHEN HE ROSE UP FROM PRAYER, HE CAME UNTO HIS DISCIPLES, AND FOUND THEM SLEEPING FOR SORROW, 46 AND SAID UNTO THEM, WHY SLEEP YE? RISE AND PRAY, THAT YE MAY NOT ENTER INTO TEMPTATION. 47 AND WHILE HE YET SPOKE, BEHOLD A MULTITUDE, AND HE THAT WAS CALLED JUDAS, ONE OF THE TWELVE, WENT BEFORE THEM, AND CAME NEAR UNTO JESUS TO KISS HIM. 48 BUT JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, JUDAS, WITH A KISS BETRAY THOU THE SON OF MAN? [-VV. 49-51] 52 AND JESUS SAID UNTO THE CHIEF PRIESTS, AND CAPTAINS OF THE TEMPLE, AND THE ELDERS, WHICH WERE COME AGAINST HIM, ARE YE COME OUT, AS AGAINST A ROBBER, WITH SWORDS AND STAVES? 53 WHEN I WAS DAILY WITH YOU IN THE TEMPLE, YE STRETCHED NOT FORTH YOUR HANDS AGAINST ME: BUT THIS IS YOUR HOUR, AND THE POWER OF DARKNESS. 54 THEN THEY SEIZED HIM, AND LED HIM, AND BROUGHT HIM INTO THE HIGH PRIEST'S HOUSE. BUT PETER WAS FOLLOWING AFAR OFF. 55 AND WHEN THEY HAD KINDLED A FIRE IN THE MIDST OF THE COURT, AND HAD SAT DOWN TOGETHER, PETER SAT IN THE MIDST OF THEM. 56 AND A CERTAIN MAID SEEING HIM AS HE SAT TOWARDS THE LIGHT, LOOKED STEADFASTLY UPON HIM, AND SAID, THIS MAN ALSO WAS WITH HIM. 57 BUT HE DENIED HIM, SAYING, WOMAN, I KNOW HIM NOT. 58 AND AFTER A LITTLE WHILE ANOTHER, SEEING HIM, SAID, THOU ALSO ART ONE OF THEM. AND PETER SAID, MAN, I AM NOT. 59 AND AFTER A SPACE OF ABOUT ONE HOUR ANOTHER CONFIDENTLY AFFIRMED, SAYING, OF A TRUTH THIS FELLOW ALSO WAS WITH HIM: FOR HE IS A GALILEAN. 60 AND PETER SAID, MAN, I KNOW NOT WHAT THOU SAY. AND IMMEDIATELY, WHILE HE WAS YET SPEAKING, THE COCK CREW. 61 AND THE LORD TURNED, AND LOOKED UPON PETER. AND PETER REMEMBERED THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD, HOW HE HAD SAID UNTO HIM, BEFORE THE COCK CROW, THOU SHALT DENY ME THRICE. 62 AND PETER WENT OUT, AND WEPT BITTERLY. 63 AND THE MEN THAT HELD JESUS KEPT MOCKING AND SMITING HIM. 64 AND WHEN THEY HAD BLINDFOLDED HIM, THEY KEPT STRIKING HIM ON THE FACE, AND ASKING HIM, SAYING, PROPHESY, WHO IS HE THAT SMOTE THEE? 65 AND MANY OTHER THINGS THEY KEPT SAYING, RAILING AGAINST HIM. 66 AND AS SOON AS IT WAS DAY, THE BODY OF ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE, AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES, WAS GATHERED TOGETHER, AND THEY LED HIM AWAY INTO THEIR COUNCIL, SAYING, 67 IF THOU ART THE CHRIST, TELL US. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, IF I TELL YOU, YE WILL NOT AT ALL BELIEVE: 68 AND IF I ALSO ASK YOU, YE WILL NOT ANSWER ME, NOR LET ME GO. 69 FROM HENCEFORTH SHALL THE SON OF MAN BE SEATED ON THE RIGHT HAND OF THE POWER OF GOD. 70 AND THEY ALL SAID, ART THOU THEN THE SON OF GOD? AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, YE SAY IT, BECAUSE I AM. 71 AND THEY SAID, WHAT FURTHER NEED HAVE WE OF TESTIMONY? FOR WE OURSELVES HAVE HEARD OF HIS MOUTH. CHAPTER 23 23: 1 AND THE WHOLE COMPANY AROSE, AND BROUGHT HIM BEFORE PILATE. 2 AND THEY BEGAN TO ACCUSE HIM, SAYING, WE FOUND THIS FELLOW PERVERTING THE NATION, AND DESTROYING THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND FORBIDDING TO GIVE TRIBUTE TO CAESAR, AND TURNING AWAY THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN, SAYING THAT HE HIMSELF IS CHRIST A KING. 3 AND PILATE ASKED HIM, SAYING, ART THOU THE KING OF THE JEWS? AND HE ANSWERED HIM AND SAID, THOU SAY. 4 AND PILATE SAID TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE MULTITUDES, I FIND NO FAULT IN THIS MAN. 5 AND THEY WERE URGENT, SAYING, HE STIRS UP THE PEOPLE, TEACHING THROUGHOUT ALL JUDAEA, HAVING BEGUN FROM GALILEE TO THIS PLACE. 6 BUT WHEN PILATE HEARD OF GALILEE, HE ASKED WHETHER THE MAN, WERE A GALILEAN. 7 AND WHEN HE KNEW THAT HE WAS FROM HEROD'S JURISDICTION, HE SENT HIM UP TO HEROD, WHO HIMSELF ALSO WAS AT JERUSALEM AT THAT TIME. 8 AND WHEN HEROD SAW JESUS, HE WAS EXCEEDING GLAD: FOR HE WAS OF A LONG TIME DESIROUS TO SEE HIM, BECAUSE HE HAD HEARD MANY THINGS ABOUT HIM; AND WAS HOPING TO SEE SOME SIGN DONE BY HIM. 9 AND HE QUESTIONED HIM IN MANY WORDS; BUT HE ANSWERED HIM NOTHING. 10 AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES STOOD VEHEMENTLY ACCUSING HIM. 11 AND HEROD WITH HIS SOLDIERS SET HIM AT NAUGHT, AND MOCKED HIM, AND ARRAYING HIM IN A GORGEOUS ROBE, SENT HIM BACK TO PILATE. 12 AND PILATE AND HEROD BECAME FRIENDS WITH EACH OTHER THAT VERY DAY: FOR BEFORE THEY WERE AT ENMITY BETWEEN THEMSELVES. 13 AND PILATE CALLED TOGETHER THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE RULERS AND THE PEOPLE, AND SAID UNTO THEM, 14 YE BROUGHT THIS MAN UNTO ME, AS ONE THAT PERVERTS THE PEOPLE: AND, BEHOLD, I EXAMINED HIM BEFORE YOU, AND FOUND NO FAULT IN THIS MAN OF WHAT YE CHARGE AGAINST HIM: 15 NO, NOR YET HEROD: FOR I SENT YOU TO HIM; AND, LO, NOTHING WORTHY OF DEATH HATH BEEN DONE BY HIM. 16 I WILL THEREFORE CHASTISE HIM, AND RELEASE HIM. 17 (NOW HE UNDER A NECESSITY TO RELEASE UNTO THEM AT EVERY FEAST ONE). 18 BUT THEY CRIED OUT ALL AT ONCE, SAYING, AWAY WITH THIS MAN, AND RELEASE UNTO US BARABBAS: 19 (ONE WHO FOR A CERTAIN INSURRECTION MADE IN THE CITY, AND FOR MURDER, HAD BEEN CAST INTO PRISON.) 20 PILATE THEREFORE, SPOKE AGAIN TO THEM, WISHING TO RELEASE JESUS. 21 BUT THEY CRIED, SAYING, CRUCIFY HIM, CRUCIFY HIM. 22 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM THE THIRD TIME, WHY, WHAT EVIL HATH THIS MAN DONE? I HAVE FOUND NO CAUSE OF DEATH IN HIM: I WILL THEREFORE CHASTISE HIM, AND LET HIM GO. 23 BUT THEY WERE URGENT WITH LOUD VOICES, ASKING THAT HE MIGHT BE CRUCIFIED. AND THE VOICES OF THEM AND OF THE CHIEF PRIESTS PREVAILED. 24 AND PILATE GAVE SENTENCE THAT THEIR REQUEST SHOULD BE DONE. 25 AND HE RELEASED UNTO THEM HIM THAT FOR INSURRECTION AND MURDER HAD BEEN CAST INTO PRISON, WHOM THEY WERE ASKING FOR; BUT JESUS HE DELIVERED UP TO THEIR WILL. 26 AND AS THEY LED HIM AWAY, THEY LAID HOLD UPON ONE SIMON, A CYRENIAN, THAT WAS COMING OUT OF THE COUNTRY, AND LAID ON HIM THE CROSS, TO BEAR IT AFTER JESUS. 27 AND THERE FOLLOWED HIM A GREAT COMPANY OF THE PEOPLE, AND OF WOMEN, WHO ALSO WERE BEWAILING AND LAMENTING HIM. 28 BUT JESUS TURNING UNTO THEM SAID, DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM, WEEP NOT FOR ME, BUT WEEP FOR YOURSELVES, AND FOR YOUR CHILDREN. 29 FOR, BEHOLD, THE DAYS ARE COMING, IN THE WHICH THEY SHALL SAY, BLESSED ARE THE BARREN, AND THE WOMBS THAT BARE NOT, AND THE BREASTS THAT GAVE NOT SUCK. 30 THEN SHALL THEY BEGIN TO SAY TO THE MOUNTAINS, FALL ON US; AND TO THE HILLS, COVER US. 31 FOR IF THEY DO THESE THINGS IN THE GREEN TREE, WHAT SHALL BE DONE IN THE DRY? 32 AND THERE WERE ALSO TWO OTHER MALEFACTORS, LED WITH HIM TO BE PUT TO DEATH. 33 AND WHEN THEY WERE COME TO THE PLACE, WHICH IS CALLED THE SKULL, THERE THEY CRUCIFIED HIM, AND THE MALEFACTORS, ONE ON THE RIGHT HAND, AND THE OTHER ON THE LEFT. 34[-34 C] THEN SAID JESUS, FATHER [STEPHEN], FORGIVE THEM; FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO. 35 AND THE PEOPLE STOOD BEHOLDING. AND THE RULERS ALSO WITH THEM SCOFFED AT HIM, SAYING, OTHERS HE SAVED; LET HIM SAVE HIMSELF, IF THIS IS CHRIST, THE CHOSEN OF GOD. 36 AND THE SOLDIERS ALSO MOCKED HIM, COMING TO HIM, AND OFFERING HIM VINEGAR, AND SAYING, 37 IF THOU BE THE KING OF THE JEWS, SAVE THYSELF. 38 AND A SUPERSCRIPTION ALSO WAS WRITTEN OVER HIM IN LETTERS OF GREEK, AND LATIN, AND HEBREW, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 39 AND ONE OF THE MALEFACTORS WHICH WERE HANGED RAILED ON HIM, SAYING, IF THOU BE CHRIST, SAVE THYSELF AND US. 40 BUT THE OTHER ANSWERING REBUKED HIM, SAYING, DOST NOT THOU FEAR GOD, BECAUSE THOU ART IN THE SAME CONDEMNATION? 41 AND WE INDEED JUSTLY; FOR WE RECEIVE THINGS WORTHY OF OUR DEEDS: BUT THIS MAN DID NOTHING AMISS. 42 AND HE SAID UNTO JESUS, LORD, REMEMBER ME WHEN THOU COME INTO THY KINGDOM. 43 AND JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, VERILY I SAY UNTO THEE, TODAY THOU SHALT BE WITH ME. 44 AND IT WAS ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR, AND DARKNESS CAME OVER THE WHOLE LAND UNTIL THE NINTH HOUR. 45 AND THE SUN WAS DARKENED, AND THE VEIL OF THE SANCTUARY WAS RENT IN THE MIDST. 46 AND WHEN JESUS HAD CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, HE SAID, FATHER [STEPHEN], INTO THY HANDS I COMMEND MY SPIRIT: AND HAVING SAID THIS, HE EXPIRED. 47 NOW WHEN THE CENTURION SAW WHAT WAS DONE, HE GLORIFIED GOD, SAYING, CERTAINLY THIS MAN WAS RIGHTEOUS. 48 AND ALL THE MULTITUDE THAT CAME TOGETHER TO THIS SIGHT, WHEN THEY BEHELD THE THINGS WHICH WERE DONE, RETURNED SMITING THEIR BREASTS. 49 AND ALL HIS ACQUAINTANCE, AND THE WOMEN THAT FOLLOWED HIM FROM GALILEE, STOOD AFAR OFF, SEEING THESE THINGS. 50 AND, BEHOLD, A MAN NAMED JOSEPH, WHO WAS A COUNSELLOR, A GOOD MAN, AND A RIGHTEOUS 51 (HE HAD NOT CONSENTED TO THEIR COUNSEL AND DEED) [A MAN] OF ARIMATHAEA, A CITY OF THE JEWS: WHO ALSO HIMSELF WAS LOOKING FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD: 52 THIS MAN WENT UNTO PILATE, AND ASKED FOR THE BODY OF JESUS. 53 AND HE TOOK IT DOWN, AND WRAPPED IT IN A LINEN CLOTH, AND LAID IT IN A TOMB THAT WAS HEWN IN STONE, WHEREIN NO MAN HAD EVER YET LAIN. 54 AND IT WAS THE DAY OF THE PREPARATION, AND THE SABBATH WAS DAWNING. 55 AND THE WOMEN ALSO, WHICH HAD COME WITH HIM FROM GALILEE, FOLLOWED AFTER, AND BEHELD THE TOMB, AND HOW HIS BODY WAS LAID. 56 AND THEY RETURNED, AND PREPARED SPICES AND OINTMENTS. AND ON THE SABBATH DAY THEY RESTED ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT. CHAPTER 24 24: 1 BUT UPON THE FIRST [DAY] [SUNDAY] OF THE WEEK, AT EARLY DAWN, THEY CAME UNTO THE TOMB, BRINGING THE SPICES WHICH THEY HAD PREPARED, AND SOME OTHERS WITH THEM. 2 AND THEY FOUND THE STONE ROLLED AWAY FROM THE TOMB. 3 AND THEY ENTERED IN, AND FOUND NOT THE BODY OF THE LORD JESUS. 4 AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHILE THEY WERE PERPLEXED ABOUT IT, BEHOLD TWO MEN STOOD BY THEM IN GARMENTS THAT FLASHED FORTH. 5 AND AS THEY WERE AFRAID, AND BOWED DOWN THEIR FACES TO THE EARTH, THEY SAID UNTO THEM, WHY SEEK YE HIM THAT LIVE AMONG THE DEAD? 6 HE IS NOT HERE, BUT IS RISEN: REMEMBER HOW HE SPOKE UNTO YOU WHEN HE WAS YET IN GALILEE, SAYING, 7 THE SON OF MAN MUST BE DELIVERED UP INTO THE HANDS OF SINFUL MEN, AND BE CRUCIFIED, AND THE THIRD DAY RISE AGAIN. 8 AND THEY REMEMBERED HIS WORDS, 9 AND RETURNED FROM THE TOMB, AND TOLD ALL THESE THINGS UNTO THE ELEVEN, AND TO ALL THE REST. 10 NOW THEY MARY MAGDALENE, AND JOANNA, AND MARY THE MOTHER OF JAMES, AND OTHER WOMEN WITH THEM, WHICH TOLD THESE THINGS UNTO THE APOSTLES. 11 AND THEIR STATEMENTS SEEMED IN THEIR SIGHT AS NONSENSE, AND THEY DISBELIEVED THEM. 12 BUT PETER AROSE, AND RAN UNTO THE TOMB; AND STOOPING DOWN, HE SEES THE LINEN BANDAGES LAID BY THEMSELVES, AND DEPARTED, WONDERING TO HIMSELF AT THAT WHICH WAS COME TO PASS. 13 AND, BEHOLD, TWO OF THEM WENT THAT VERY DAY TO A VILLAGE CALLED EMMAUS, SIXTY STADIA DISTANT FROM JERUSALEM. 14 AND THEY TALKED TOGETHER OF ALL THESE THINGS WHICH HAD HAPPENED. 15 AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT, WHILE THEY COMMUNED AND QUESTIONED TOGETHER, JESUS HIMSELF DREW NEAR, AND WENT WITH THEM. 16 BUT THEIR EYES WERE HOLDEN THAT THEY SHOULD NOT KNOW HIM. 17 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, WHAT WORDS ARE THESE THAT YE EXCHANGE WITH EACH OTHER, AS YE WALK, AND ARE SAD OF COUNTENANCE? 18 AND THE ONE OF THEM, WHOSE NAME WAS CLEOPAS, ANSWERING SAID UNTO HIM, DOST THOU ALONE SOJOURN IN JERUSALEM, AND NOT KNOW THE THINGS WHICH ARE COME TO PASS THERE IN THESE DAYS? 19 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, WHAT THINGS? AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM, THE THINGS CONCERNING JESUS OF NAZARETH, WHICH WAS A PROPHET MIGHTY IN DEED AND WORD BEFORE GOD AND ALL THE PEOPLE: 20 AND HOW THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND OUR RULERS DELIVERED HIM UP TO A SENTENCE OF DEATH, AND CRUCIFIED HIM. 21 BUT WE HOPED THAT IT HAD BEEN HE, WHO IS GOING TO REDEEM ISRAEL: YEA, AND BESIDE ALL THIS, TO DAY IS THE THIRD DAY SINCE THESE THINGS OCCURRED. 22 YEA, AND CERTAIN WOMEN ALSO OF OUR COMPANY ASTONISHED US, WHO HAD BEEN EARLY AT THE TOMB; 23 AND WHEN THEY FOUND NOT HIS BODY, THEY CAME, SAYING, THAT THEY HAD ALSO SEEN A VISION OF ANGELS, WHICH SAID THAT HE WAS ALIVE. 24 AND SOME OF THEM WHICH WERE WITH US WENT TO THE TOMB, AND FOUND IT SO, EVEN AS THE WOMEN HAD SAID: BUT HIM THEY SAW NOT. 25 THEN HE SAID UNTO THEM, O FOOLISH MEN, AND SLOW OF HEART TO BELIEVE IN ALL THAT HE SPOKE TO YOU. 26 WAS IT NOT NECESSARY FOR THE CHRIST TO HAVE SUFFERED THESE THINGS, AND TO ENTER INTO HIS GLORY? [- 27] 28 AND THEY DREW NIGH UNTO THE VILLAGE, WHITHER THEY WERE GOING: AND HE MADE AS THOUGH HE WOULD GO FURTHER. 29 BUT THEY CONSTRAINED HIM, SAYING, ABIDE WITH US: FOR IT IS TOWARD EVENING, AND THE DAY HAS DECLINED. AND HE WENT IN TO ABIDE WITH THEM. 30 AND IT CAME TO PASS, AS HE RECLINED WITH THEM, HE TOOK THE BREAD AND BLESSED IT, AND BRAKE, AND GAVE TO THEM. 31 AND THEIR EYES WERE OPENED, AND THEY RECOGNIZED HIM; AND HE BECAME INVISIBLE TO THEM. 32 AND THEY SAID ONE TO ANOTHER, WAS NOT OUR HEART BURNING WITHIN US, [-32 C] WHILE HE TALKED WITH US IN THE WAY? 33 AND THEY ROSE UP THE SAME HOUR, AND RETURNED TO JERUSALEM. AND THEY FOUND THE ELEVEN GATHERED TOGETHER, AND THEM THAT WERE WITH THEM, SAYING, 34 THE LORD IS RISEN INDEED, AND HATH APPEARED TO SIMON. 35 AND THEY REHEARSED THE THINGS THAT HAPPENED IN THE WAY, AND HOW HE BECAME KNOWN TO THEM IN THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD. 36 AND AS THEY SPOKE THESE THINGS, JESUS HIMSELF STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THEM, AND SAITH UNTO THEM, PEACE BE UNTO YOU. 37 BUT THEY WERE TERRIFIED AND AFFRIGHTED, AND SUPPOSED THAT THEY HAD BEHELD A PHANTOM. 38 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, WHY ARE YE TROUBLED? AND WHEREFORE DO REASONINGS ARISE IN YOUR HEARTS? 39 BEHOLD MY HANDS AND MY FEET, THAT I AM MYSELF: FOR A SPIRIT HATH NOT FLESH AND BONES, AS YE SEE ME HAVE. [-40] 41 AND WHILE THEY STILL DISBELIEVED FOR JOY, AND WONDERED, HE SAID UNTO THEM, HAVE YE HERE ANYTHING EATABLE? 42 AND THEY GAVE HIM A PIECE OF A BROILED FISH, AND OF A HONEYCOMB. 43 AND HE TOOK IT, AND ATE BEFORE THEM. 44 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, [-45] THESE ARE THE WORDS WHICH I SPOKE UNTO YOU, WHILE I WAS YET WITH YOU, 46 THAT THUS IT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE CHRIST TO SUFFER, AND TO RISE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD THE THIRD DAY: 47 AND THAT REPENTANCE AND REMISSION OF SINS SHOULD BE PREACHED IN HIS NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AMONG ALL NATIONS.
TERTULLIAN: FIVE BOOKS AGAINST MARCION
BOOK I.
WHEREIN IS DESCRIBED THE GOD OF MARCION. HE IS SHOWN TO BE UTTERLY WANTING IN ALL THE ATTRIBUTES OF THE TRUE GOD. 
CHAP. I.--PREFACE. REASON FOR A NEW WORK PONTUS LENDS ITS ROUGH CHARACTER TO THE HERETIC MARCION, A NATIVE. HIS HERESY CHARACTERIZED IN A BRIEF INVECTIVE. 
WHATEVER IN TIMES PAST WE HAVE WROUGHT IN OPPOSITION TO MARCION, IS FROM THE PRESENT MOMENT NO LONGER TO BE ACCOUNTED OF. IT IS A NEW WORK WHICH WE ARE UNDERTAKING IN LIEU OF THE OLD ONE. MY ORIGINAL TRACT, AS TOO HURRIEDLY COMPOSED, I HAD SUBSEQUENTLY SUPERSEDED BY A FULLER TREATISE. THIS LATTER I LOST, BEFORE IT WAS COMPLETELY PUBLISHED, BY THE FRAUD OF A PERSON WHO WAS THEN A BROTHER, BUT BECAME AFTERWARDS AN APOSTATE. HE, AS IT HAPPENED, HAD TRANSCRIBED A PORTION OF IT, FULL OF MISTAKES, AND THEN PUBLISHED IT. THE NECESSITY THUS AROSE FOR AN AMENDED WORK; AND THE OCCASION OF THE NEW EDITION INDUCED ME TO MAKE A CONSIDERABLE ADDITION TO THE TREATISE. THIS PRESENT TEXT, THEREFORE, OF MY WORK--WHICH IS THE THIRD AS SUPERSEDING THE SECOND, BUT HENCEFORWARD TO BE CONSIDERED THE FIRST INSTEAD OF THE THIRD--RENDERS A PREFACE NECESSARY TO THIS ISSUE OF THE TRACT ITSELF THAT NO READER MAY BE PERPLEXED, IF HE SHOULD BY CHANCE FALL IN WITH THE VARIOUS FORMS OF IT WHICH ARE SCATTERED ABOUT. 
THE EUXINE SEA, AS IT IS CALLED, IS SELF-CONTRADICTORY IN ITS NATURE, AND DECEPTIVE IN ITS NAME. AS YOU WOULD NOT ACCOUNT IT HOSPITABLE FROM ITS SITUATION, SO IS IT SEVERED FROM OUR MORE CIVILIZED WATERS BY A CERTAIN STIGMA WHICH ATTACHES TO ITS BARBAROUS CHARACTER. THE FIERCEST NATIONS INHABIT IT, IF INDEED IT CAN BE CALLED HABITATION, WHEN LIFE IS PASSED IN WAGONS. THEY HAVE NO FIXED ABODE; THEIR LIFE HAS NO GERM OF CIVILIZATION; THEY INDULGE THEIR LIBIDINOUS DESIRES WITHOUT RESTRAINT, AND FOR THE MOST PART NAKED. MOREOVER, WHEN THEY GRATIFY SECRET LUST, THEY HANG UP THEIR QUIVERS ON THEIR CAR-YOKES, TO WARN OFF THE CURIOUS AND RASH OBSERVER. THUS, WITHOUT A BLUSH DO THEY PROSTITUTE THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR. THE DEAD BODIES OF THEIR PARENTS THEY CUT UP WITH THEIR SHEEP, AND DEVOUR AT THEIR FEASTS. THEY WHO HAVE NOT DIED SO AS TO BECOME FOOD FOR OTHERS, ARE THOUGHT TO HAVE DIED AN ACCURSED DEATH. THEIR WOMEN ARE NOT BY THEIR SEX SOFTENED TO MODESTY. THEY UNCOVER THE BREAST, FROM WHICH THEY SUSPEND THEIR BATTLE-AXES, AND PREFER WARFARE TO MARRIAGE. IN THEIR CLIMATE, TOO, THERE IS THE SAME RUDE NATURE. THE DAY-TIME IS NEVER CLEAR, THE SUN NEVER CHEERFUL; THE SKY IS UNIFORMLY CLOUDY; THE WHOLE YEAR IS WINTRY; THE ONLY WIND THAT BLOWS ARE THE ANGRY NORTH. WATERS MELT ONLY BY FIRES; THEIR RIVERS FLOW NOT BY REASON OF THE ICE; THEIR MOUNTAINS ARE COVERED WITH HEAPS OF SNOW. ALL THINGS ARE TORPID, ALL STIFF WITH COLD. NOTHING THERE HAS THE GLOW OF LIFE, BUT THAT FEROCITY WHICH HAS GIVEN TO SCENIC PLAYS THEIR STORIES OF THE SACRIFICES OF THE TAURIANS, AND THE LOVES OF THE COLCHIANS, AND THE TORMENTS OF THE CAUCASUS. NOTHING, HOWEVER, IN PONTUS IS SO BARBAROUS AND SAD AS THE FACT THAT MARCION WAS BORN THERE, FOULER THAN ANY SCYTHIAN, MORE ROVING THAN THE WAGON-LIFE OF THE SARMATIAN, MORE INHUMAN THAN THE MASSAGETE, MORE AUDACIOUS THAN AN AMAZON, DARKER THAN THE CLOUD, (OF PONTUS) COLDER THAN ITS WINTER, MORE BRITTLE THAN ITS ICE, MORE DECEITFUL THAN THE ISTER, MORE CRAGGY THAN CAUCASUS. NAY MORE, THE TRUE PROMETHEUS, ALMIGHTY GOD, IS MANGLED BY MARCION'S BLASPHEMIES. MARCION IS MORE SAVAGE THAN EVEN THE BEASTS OF THAT BARBAROUS REGION. FOR WHAT BEAVER WAS EVER A GREATER EMASCULATOR THAN HE WHO HAS ABOLISHED THE NUPTIAL BOND? WHAT PONTIC MOUSE EVER HAD SUCH GNAWING POWERS AS HE WHO HAS GNAWED THE GOSPELS TO PIECES? VERILY, O EUXINE, THOU HAST PRODUCED A MONSTER MORE CREDIBLE TO PHILOSOPHERS THAN TO CHRISTIANS. FOR THE CYNIC DIOGENES USED TO GO ABOUT, LANTERN IN HAND, AT MID-DAY TO FIND A MAN; WHEREAS MARCION HAS QUENCHED THE LIGHT OF HIS FAITH, AND SO LOST THE GOD WHOM HE HAD FOUND. HIS DISCIPLES WILL NOT DENY THAT HIS FIRST FAITH HE HELD ALONG WITH OURSELVES; A LETTER OF HIS OWN PROVES THIS; SO THAT FOR THE FUTURE A HERETIC MAY FROM HIS CASE BE DESIGNATED AS ONE WHO, FORSAKING THAT WHICH WAS PRIOR, AFTERWARDS CHOSE OUT FOR HIMSELF THAT WHICH WAS NOT IN TIMES PAST. FOR IN AS FAR AS WHAT WAS DELIVERED IN TIMES PAST AND FROM THE BEGINNING WILL BE HELD AS TRUTH, IN SO FAR WILL THAT BE ACCOUNTED HERESY WHICH IS BROUGHT IN LATER. BUT ANOTHER BRIEF TREATISE WILL MAINTAIN THIS POSITION AGAINST HERETICS, WHO OUGHT TO BE REFUTED EVEN WITHOUT A CONSIDERATION OF THEIR DOCTRINES, ON THE GROUND THAT THEY ARE HERETICAL BY REASON OF THE NOVELTY OF THEIR OPINIONS. NOW, SO FAR AS ANY CONTROVERSY IS TO BE ADMITTED, I WILL FOR THE TIME (LEST OUR COMPENDIOUS PRINCIPLE OF NOVELTY, BEING CALLED IN ON ALL OCCASIONS TO OUR AID, SHOULD BE IMPUTED TO WANT OF CONFIDENCE) BEGIN WITH SETTING FORTH OUR ADVERSARY'S RULE OF BELIEF, THAT IT MAY ESCAPE NO ONE WHAT OUR MAIN CONTENTION IS TO BE. 
CHAP. II.--MARCION, AIDED BY CERDON, TEACHES A DUALITY OF GODS; HOW HE CONSTRUCTED THIS HERESY OF AN EVIL AND A GOOD GOD. 
THE HERETIC OF PONTUS INTRODUCES TWO GODS, LIKE THE TWIN SYMPLEGADES OF HIS OWN SHIPWRECK: ONE WHOM IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO DENY, I.E. OUR CREATOR; AND ONE WHOM HE WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO PROVE, I.E. HIS OWN GOD. THE UNHAPPY MAN GAINED THE FIRST IDEA OF HIS CONCEIT FROM THE SIMPLE PASSAGE OF OUR LORD'S SAYING, WHICH HAS REFERENCE TO HUMAN BEINGS AND NOT DIVINE ONES, WHEREIN HE DISPOSES OF THOSE EXAMPLES OF A GOOD TREE AND A CORRUPT ONE; HOW THAT "THE GOOD TREE BRINGETH NOT FORTH CORRUPT FRUIT, NEITHER THE CORRUPT TREE GOOD FRUIT." WHICH MEANS, THAT AN HONEST MIND AND GOOD FAITH CANNOT PRODUCE EVIL DEEDS, ANY MORE THAN AN EVIL DISPOSITION CAN PRODUCE GOOD DEEDS. NOW (LIKE MANY OTHER PERSONS NOW-A-DAYS, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO HAVE AN HERETICAL PROCLIVITY), WHILE MORBIDLY BROODING OVER THE QUESTION OF THE ORIGIN OF EVIL, HIS PERCEPTION BECAME BLUNTED BY THE VERY IRREGULARITY OF HIS RESEARCHES; AND WHEN HE FOUND THE CREATOR DECLARING, "I AM HE THAT CREATETH EVIL," INASMUCH AS HE HAD ALREADY CONCLUDED FROM OTHER ARGUMENTS, WHICH ARE SATISFACTORY TO EVERY PERVERTED MIND, THAT GOD IS THE AUTHOR OF EVIL, SO HE NOW APPLIED TO THE CREATOR THE FIGURE OF THE CORRUPT TREE BRINGING FORTH EVIL FRUIT, THAT IS, MORAL EVIL, AND THEN PRESUMED THAT THERE OUGHT TO BE ANOTHER GOD, AFTER THE ANALOGY OF THE GOOD TREE PRODUCING ITS GOOD FRUIT. ACCORDINGLY, FINDING IN CHRIST A DIFFERENT DISPOSITION, AS IT WERE--ONE OF A SIMPLE AND PURE BENEVOLENCE--DIFFERING FROM THE CREATOR, HE READILY ARGUED THAT IN HIS CHRIST HAD BEEN REVEALED A NEW AND STRANGE DIVINITY; AND THEN WITH A LITTLE LEAVEN HE LEAVENED THE WHOLE LUMP OF THE FAITH, FLAVORING IT WITH THE ACIDITY OF HIS OWN HERESY. HE HAD, MOREOVER, IN ONE CERDON AN ABETTOR OF THIS BLASPHEMY, A CIRCUMSTANCE WHICH MADE THEM THE MORE READILY THINK THAT THEY SAW MOST CLEARLY THEIR TWO GODS, BLIND THOUGH THEY WERE; FOR, IN TRUTH, THEY HAD NOT SEEN THE ONE GOD WITH SOUNDNESS OF FAITH. TO MEN OF DISEASED VISION EVEN ONE LAMP LOOKS LIKE MANY. ONE OF HIS GODS, THEREFORE, WHOM HE WAS OBLIGED TO ACKNOWLEDGE, HE DESTROYED BY DEFAMING HIS ATTRIBUTES IN THE MATTER OF EVIL; THE OTHER, WHOM HE LABORED SO HARD TO DEVISE, HE CONSTRUCTED, LAYING HIS FOUNDATION IN THE PRINCIPLE OF GOOD. IN WHAT ARTICLES HE ARRANGED THESE NATURES, WE SHOW BY OUR OWN REFUTATIONS OF THEM. 
CHAP. III.--THE UNITY OF GOD. HE IS THE SUPREME BEING, AND THERE CANNOT BE A SECOND SUPREME. 
THE PRINCIPAL, AND INDEED THE WHOLE, CONTENTION LIES IN THE POINT OF NUMBER: WHETHER TWO GODS MAY BE ADMITTED, BY POETIC LICENSE (IF THEY MUST BE), OR PICTORIAL FANCY, OR BY THE THIRD PROCESS, AS WE MUST NOW ADD, OF HERETICAL PRAVITY. BUT THE CHRISTIAN VERITY HAS DISTINCTLY DECLARED THIS PRINCIPLE, "GOD IS NOT, IF HE IS NOT ONE;" BECAUSE WE MORE PROPERLY BELIEVE THAT THAT HAS NO EXISTENCE WHICH IS NOT AS IT OUGHT TO BE. IN ORDER, HOWEVER, THAT YOU MAY KNOW THAT GOD IS ONE, ASK WHAT GOD IS, AND YOU WILL FIND HIM TO BE NOT OTHERWISE THAN ONE. SO FAR AS A HUMAN BEING CAN FORM A DEFINITION OF GOD, I ADDUCE ONE WHICH THE CONSCIENCE OF ALL MEN WILL ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE, THAT GOD IS THE GREAT SUPREME EXISTING IN ETERNITY, UNBEGOTTEN, UNMADE WITHOUT BEGINNING, WITHOUT END. FOR SUCH A CONDITION AS THIS MUST NEEDS BE ASCRIBED TO THAT ETERNITY WHICH MAKES GOD TO BE THE GREAT SUPREME, BECAUSE FOR SUCH A PURPOSE AS THIS IS THIS VERY ATTRIBUTE IN GOD; AND SO, ON AS TO THE OTHER QUALITIES: SO THAT GOD IS THE GREAT SUPREME IN FORM AND IN REASON, AND IN MIGHT AND IN POWER. NOW, SINCE ALL ARE AGREED ON. THIS POINT (BECAUSE NOBODY WILL DENY THAT GOD IS IN SOME SENSE THE GREAT SUPREME, EXCEPT THE MAN WHO SHALL BE ABLE TO PRONOUNCE THE OPPOSITE OPINION, THAT GOD IS BUT SOME INFERIOR BEING, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY DENY GOD BY ROBBING HIM OF AN ATTRIBUTE OF GOD), WHAT MUST BE THE CONDITION OF THE GREAT SUPREME HIMSELF? SURELY IT MUST BE THAT NOTHING IS EQUAL TO HIM, I.E. THAT THERE IS NO OTHER GREAT SUPREME; BECAUSE, IF THERE WERE, HE WOULD HAVE AN EQUAL; AND IF HE HAD AN EQUAL, HE WOULD BE NO LONGER THE GREAT SUPREME, NOW THAT THE CONDITION AND (SO TO SAY) OUR LAW, WHICH PERMITS NOTHING TO BE EQUAL TO THE GREAT SUPREME, IS SUBVERTED. THAT BEING, THEN, WHICH IS THE GREAT SUPREME, MUST NEEDS BE UNIQUE, BY HAVING NO EQUAL, AND SO NOT CEASING TO BE THE GREAT SUPREME. THEREFORE, HE WILL NOT OTHERWISE EXIST THAN BY THE CONDITION WHEREBY HE HAS HIS BEING; THAT IS, BY HIS ABSOLUTE UNIQUENESS. SINCE, THEN, GOD IS THE GREAT SUPREME, OUR CHRISTIAN VERITY HAS RIGHTLY DECLARED, "GOD IS NOT, IF HE IS NOT ONE." NOT AS IF WE DOUBTED HIS BEING GOD, BY SAYING, HE IS NOT, IF HE IS NOT ONE; BUT BECAUSE WE DEFINE HIM, IN WHOSE BEING WE THOROUGHLY BELIEVE, TO BE THAT WITHOUT WHICH HE IS NOT GOD; THAT IS TO SAY, THE GREAT SUPREME. BUT THEN` THE GREAT SUPREME MUST NEEDS BE UNIQUE. THIS UNIQUE BEING, THEREFORE, WILL BE GOD--NOT OTHERWISE GOD THAN AS THE GREAT SUPREME; AND NOT OTHERWISE THE GREAT SUPREME THAN AS HAVING NO EQUAL; AND NOT OTHERWISE HAVING NO EQUAL THAN AS BEING UNIQUE. WHATEVER OTHER GOD, THEN, YOU MAY INTRODUCE, YOU WILL AT LEAST BE UNABLE TO MAINTAIN HIS DIVINITY UNDER ANY OTHER GUISE, THEN BY ASCRIBING TO HIM TOO THE PROPERTY OF GODHEAD--BOTH ETERNITY AND SUPREMACY OVER ALL. HOW, THEREFORE, CAN TWO GREAT SUPREMES CO-EXIST, WHEN THIS IS THE ATTRIBUTE OF THE SUPREME BEING, TO HAVE NO EQUAL, AN ATTRIBUTE WHICH BELONGS TO ONE ALONE, AND CAN BY NO MEANS EXIST IN TWO? 
CHAP. IV.--DEFENCE OF THE DIVINE UNITY AGAINST OBJECTION. NO ANALOGY BETWEEN HUMAN POWERS AND GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY. THE OBJECTION OTHERWISE UNTENABLE, FOR WHY STOP AT TWO GODS? 
BUT SOME ONE MAY CONTEND THAT TWO GREAT SUPREMES MAY EXIST, DISTINCT AND SEPARATE IN THEIR OWN DEPARTMENTS; AND MAY EVEN ADDUCE, AS AN EXAMPLE, THE KINGDOMS OF THE WORLD, WHICH, THOUGH THEY ARE SO MANY IN NUMBER, ARE YET SUPREME IN THEIR SEVERAL REGIONS. SUCH A MAN WILL SUPPOSE THAT HUMAN CIRCUMSTANCES ARE ALWAYS COMPARABLE WITH DIVINE ONES. NOW, IF THIS MODE OF REASONING BE AT ALL TOLERABLE, WHAT IS TO PREVENT OUR INTRODUCING, I WILL NOT SAY A THIRD GOD OR A FOURTH, BUT AS MANY AS THERE ARE KINGS OF THE EARTH? NOW IT IS GOD THAT IS IN QUESTION, WHOSE MAIN PROPERTY IT IS TO ADMIT OF NO COMPARISON WITH HIMSELF. NATURE ITSELF, THEREFORE, IF NOT AN ISAIAH, OR RATHER GOD SPEAKING BY ISAIAH, WILL DEPRECATINGLY ASK, "TO WHOM WILL YE LIKEN ME?" HUMAN CIRCUMSTANCES MAY PERHAPS BE COMPARED WITH DIVINE ONES, BUT THEY MAY NOT BE WITH GOD. GOD IS ONE THING, AND WHAT BELONGS TO GOD IS ANOTHER THING. ONCE MORE: YOU WHO APPLY THE EXAMPLE OF A KING, AS A GREAT SUPREME, TAKE CARE THAT YOU CAN USE IT PROPERLY. FOR ALTHOUGH A KING IS SUPREME ON HIS THRONE NEXT TO GOD, HE IS STILL INFERIOR TO GOD; AND WHEN HE IS COMPARED WITH GOD, HE WILL BE DISLODGED FROM THAT GREAT SUPREMACY WHICH IS TRANSFERRED TO GOD. NOW, THIS BEING THE CASE, HOW WILL YOU EMPLOY IN A COMPARISON WITH GOD AN OBJECT AS YOUR EXAMPLE, WHICH FAILS IN ALL THE PURPOSES WHICH BELONG TO A COMPARISON? WHY, WHEN SUPREME POWER AMONG KINGS CANNOT EVIDENTLY BE MULTIFARIOUS, BUT ONLY UNIQUE AND SINGULAR, IS AN EXCEPTION MADE IN THE CASE OF HIM (OF ALL OTHERS) WHO IS KING OF KINGS, AND (FROM THE EXCEEDING GREATNESS OF HIS POWER, AND THE SUBJECTION OF ALL OTHER RANKS TO HIM) THE VERY SUMMIT, AS IT WERE, OF DOMINION? BUT EVEN IN THE CASE OF RULERS OF THAT OTHER FORM OF GOVERNMENT, WHERE THEY ONE BY ONE PRESIDE IN A UNION OF AUTHORITY, IF WITH THEIR PETTY PREROGATIVES OF ROYALTY, SO TO SAY, THEY BE BROUGHT ON ALL POINTS INTO SUCH A COMPARISON WITH ONE ANOTHER AS SHALL MAKE IT CLEAR WHICH OF THEM IS SUPERIOR IN THE ESSENTIAL FEATURES AND POWERS OF ROYALTY, IT MUST NEEDS FOLLOW THAT THE SUPREME MAJESTY WILL REDOUND TO ONE ALONE, ALL THE OTHERS BEING GRADUALLY, BY THE ISSUE OF THE COMPARISON, REMOVED AND EXCLUDED FROM THE SUPREME AUTHORITY. THUS, ALTHOUGH, WHEN SPREAD OUT IN SEVERAL HANDS, SUPREME AUTHORITY SEEMS TO BE MULTIFARIOUS, YET IN ITS OWN POWERS, NATURE, AND CONDITION, IT IS UNIQUE. IT FOLLOWS, THEN, THAT IF TWO GODS ARE COMPARED, AS TWO KINGS AND TWO SUPREME AUTHORITIES, THE CONCENTRATION OF AUTHORITY MUST NECESSARILY, ACCORDING TO THE MEANING OF THE COMPARISON, BE CONCEDED TO ONE OF THE TWO; BECAUSE IT IS CLEAR FROM HIS OWN SUPERIORITY THAT HE IS THE SUPREME, HIS RIVAL BEING NOW VANQUISHED, AND PROVED TO BE NOT THE GREATER, HOWEVER GREAT. NOW, FROM THIS FAILURE OF HIS RIVAL, THE OTHER IS UNIQUE IN POWER, POSSESSING A CERTAIN SOLITUDE, AS IT WERE, IN HIS SINGULAR PRE-EMINENCE. THE INEVITABLE CONCLUSION AT WHICH WE ARRIVE, THEN, ON THIS POINT IS THIS: EITHER WE MUST DENY THAT GOD IS THE GREAT SUPREME, WHICH NO WISE MAN WILL ALLOW HIMSELF TO DO; OR SAY THAT GOD HAS NO ONE ELSE WITH WHOM TO SHARE HIS POWER. 
CHAP. V.--THE DUAL PRINCIPLE FALLS TO THE GROUND; PLURALITY OF GODS, OF WHATEVER NUMBER, MORE CONSISTENT. ABSURDITY AND INJURY TO PIETY RESULTING FROM MARCION'S DUALITY. 
BUT ON WHAT PRINCIPLE DID MARCION CONFINE HIS SUPREME POWERS TO TWO? I WOULD FIRST ASK, IF THERE BE TWO, WHY NOT MORE? BECAUSE IF NUMBER BE COMPATIBLE WITH THE SUBSTANCE OF DEITY, THE RICHER YOU MAKE IT IN NUMBER THE BETTER. VALENTINUS WAS MORE CONSISTENT AND MORE LIBERAL; FOR HE, HAVING ONCE IMAGINED TWO DEITIES, BYTHOS AND SIGE, POURED FORTH A SWARM OF DIVINE ESSENCES, A BROOD OF NO LESS THAN THIRTY AEGONS, LIKE THE SOW OF AENEAS. NOW, WHATEVER PRINCIPLE REFUSES TO ADMIT SEVERAL SUPREME BEGINS, THE SAME MUST REJECT EVEN TWO, FOR THERE IS PLURALITY IN THE VERY LOWEST NUMBER AFTER ONE. AFTER UNITY, NUMBER COMMENCES. SO, AGAIN, THE SAME PRINCIPLE WHICH COULD ADMIT TWO COULD ADMIT MORE. AFTER TWO, MULTITUDE BEGINS, NOW THAT ONE IS EXCEEDED. IN SHORT, WE FEEL THAT REASON HERSELF EXPRESSLY FORBIDS THE BELIEF IN MORE GODS THAN ONE, BECAUSE THE SELF-SAME RULE LAYS DOWN ONE GOD AND NOT TWO, WHICH DECLARES THAT GOD MUST BE A BEING TO WHICH, AS THE GREAT SUPREME, NOTHING IS EQUAL; AND THAT BEING TO WHICH NOTHING IS EQUAL MUST, MOREOVER, BE UNIQUE. BUT FURTHER, WHAT CAN BE THE USE OR ADVANTAGE IN SUPPOSING TWO SUPREME BEINGS, TWO CO-ORDINATE POWERS? WHAT NUMERICAL DIFFERENCE COULD THERE BE WHEN TWO EQUALS DIFFER NOT FROM ONE? FOR THAT THING WHICH IS THE SAME IN TWO IS ONE. EVEN IF THERE WERE SEVERAL EQUALS, ALL WOULD BE JUST AS MUCH ONE, BECAUSE, AS EQUALS, THEY WOULD NOT DIFFER ONE FROM ANOTHER. SO, IF OF TWO BEINGS NEITHER DIFFERS FROM THE OTHER, SINCE BOTH OF THEM ARE ON THE SUPPOSITION SUPREME, BOTH BEING GODS, NEITHER OF THEM IS MORE EXCELLENT THAN THE OTHER; AND SO, HAVING NO PRE-EMINENCE, THEIR NUMERICAL DISTINCTION HAS NO REASON IN IT. NUMBER, MOREOVER, IN THE DEITY OUGHT TO BE CONSISTENT WITH THE HIGHEST REASON, OR ELSE HIS WORSHIP WOULD BE BROUGHT INTO DOUBT. FOR CONSIDER NOW, IF, WHEN I SAW TWO GODS BEFORE ME (WHO, BEING BOTH SUPREME BEINGS, WERE EQUAL TO EACH OTHER), I WERE TO WORSHIP THEM BOTH, WHAT SHOULD I BE DOING? I SHOULD BE MUCH AFRAID THAT THE ABUNDANCE OF MY HOMAGE WOULD BE DEEMED SUPERSTITION RATHER THAN PIETY. BECAUSE, AS BOTH OF THEM ARE SO EQUAL AND ARE BOTH INCLUDED IN EITHER OF THE TWO, I MIGHT SERVE THEM BOTH ACCEPTABLY IN ONLY ONE; AND BY THIS VERY MEANS I SHOULD ATTEST THEIR EQUALITY AND UNITY, PROVIDED THAT I WORSHIPPED THEM MUTUALLY THE ONE IN THE OTHER, BECAUSE IN THE ONE BOTH ARE PRESENT TO ME. IF I WERE TO WORSHIP ONE OF THE TWO, I SHOULD BE EQUALLY CONSCIOUS OF SEEMING TO POUR CONTEMPT ON THE USELESSNESS OF A NUMERICAL DISTINCTION, WHICH WAS SUPERFLUOUS, BECAUSE IT INDICATED NO DIFFERENCE; IN OTHER WORDS, I SHOULD THINK IT THE SAFER COURSE TO WORSHIP NEITHER OF THESE TWO GODS THAN ONE OF THEM WITH SOME SCRUPLE OF CONSCIENCE, OR BOTH OF THEM TO NONE EFFECT. 
CHAP. VI.--MARCION UNTRUE TO HIS THEORY. HE PRETENDS THAT HIS GODS ARE EQUAL, BUT HE REALLY MAKES THEM DIVERSE. THEN, ALLOWING THEIR DIVINITY, DENIES THIS 
DIVERSITY. 
THUS FAR OUR DISCUSSION SEEMS TO IMPLY THAT MARCION MAKES HIS TWO GODS EQUAL. FOR WHILE WE HAVE BEEN MAINTAINING THAT GOD OUGHT TO BE BELIEVED AS THE ONE ONLY GREAT SUPREME BEING, EXCLUDING FROM HIM EVERY POSSIBILITY OF EQUALITY, WE HAVE TREATED OF THESE TOPICS ON THE ASSUMPTION OF TWO EQUAL GODS; BUT NEVERTHELESS, BY TEACHING THAT NO EQUALS CAN EXIST ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF THE SUPREME BEING, WE HAVE SUFFICIENTLY AFFIRMED THE IMPOSSIBILITY THAT TWO EQUALS SHOULD EXIST. FOR THE REST, HOWEVER, WE KNOW FULL WELL THAT MARCION MAKES HIS GODS UNEQUAL: ONE JUDICIAL, HARSH, MIGHTY IN WAR; THE OTHER MILD, PLACID, AND SIMPLY GOOD AND EXCELLENT. LET US WITH SIMILAR CARE CONSIDER ALSO THIS ASPECT OF THE QUESTION, WHETHER DIVERSITY (IN THE GODHEAD) CAN AT ANY RATE CONTAIN TWO, SINCE EQUALITY THEREIN FAILED TO DO SO. HERE AGAIN THE SAME RULE ABOUT THE GREAT SUPREME WILL PROTECT US, INASMUCH AS IT SETTLES THE ENTIRE CONDITION OF THE GODHEAD. NOW, CHALLENGING, AND IN A CERTAIN SENSE ARRESTING THE MEANING OF OUR ADVERSARY, WHO DOES NOT DENY THAT THE CREATOR IS GOD, I MOST FAIRLY OBJECT AGAINST HIM THAT HE HAS NO ROOM FOR ANY DIVERSITY IN HIS GODS, BECAUSE, HAVING ONCE CONFESSED THAT THEY ARE ON A PAR, HE CANNOT NOW PRONOUNCE THEM DIFFERENT; NOT INDEED THAT HUMAN BEINGS MAY NOT BE VERY DIFFERENT UNDER THE SAME DESIGNATION, BE BECAUSE THE DIVINE BEING CAN BE NEITHER SAID NOR BELIEVED TO BE GOD, EXCEPT AS THE GREAT SUPREME. SINCE, THEREFORE, HE IS OBLIGED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE GOD WHOM HE DOES NOT DENY IS THE GREAT SUPREME, IT IS INADMISSIBLE THAT HE SHOULD PREDICATE OF THE SUPREME BEING SUCH A DIMINUTION AS SHOULD SUBJECT HIM TO ANOTHER SUPREME BEING. FOR HE CEASES (TO BE SUPREME), IF HE BECOMES SUBJECT TO ANY. BESIDES, IT IS NOT THE CHARACTERISTIC OF GOD TO CEASE FROM ANY ATTRIBUTE OF HIS DIVINITY--SAY, FROM HIS SUPREMACY. FOR AT THIS RATE THE SUPREMACY WOULD BE ENDANGERED EVEN IN MARCION'S MORE POWERFUL GOD, IF IT WERE CAPABLE OF DEPRECIATION IN THE CREATOR. WHEN, THEREFORE, TWO GODS ARE PRONOUNCED TO BE TWO GREAT SUPREMES, IT MUST, NEEDS FOLLOW THAT NEITHER OF THEM IS GREATER OR LESS THAN THE OTHER, NEITHER OF THEM LOFTIER OR LOWLIER THAN THE OTHER. IF YOU DENY HIM TO BE GOD WHOM YOU CALL INFERIOR, YOU DENY THE SUPREMACY OF THIS INFERIOR BEING. BUT WHEN YOU CONFESSED BOTH GODS TO BE DIVINE, YOU CONFESSED THEN BOTH TO BE SUPREME. NOTHING WILL YOU BE ABLE TO TAKE AWAY FROM EITHER OF THEM; NOTHING WILL YOU BE ABLE TO ADD. BY ALLOWING THEIR DIVINITY, YOU HAVE DENIED THEIR DIVERSITY. 
CHAP. VII.--OTHER BEINGS BESIDES GOD ARE IN SCRIPTURE CALLED GOD. THIS OBJECTION FRIVOLOUS, FOR IT IS NOT A QUESTION OF NAMES. THE DIVINE ESSENCE IS THE THING AT ISSUE. HERESY, IN ITS GENERAL TERMS, THUS FAR TREATED. 
BUT THIS ARGUMENT YOU WILL TRY TO SHAKE WITH AN OBJECTION FROM THE NAME OF GOD, BY ALLEGING THAT THAT NAME IS A VAGUE ONE, AND APPLIED TO OTHER BEINGS ALSO; AS IT IS WRITTEN, "GOD STANDETH IN THE CONGREGATION OF THE MIGHTY; HE JUDGETH AMONG THE GODS." AND AGAIN, "I HAVE SAID, YE ARE GODS." AS THEREFORE THE ATTRIBUTE OF SUPREMACY WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE TO THESE, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE CALLED GODS, SO IS IT TO THE CREATOR. THIS IS A FOOLISH OBJECTION; AND MY ANSWER TO IT IS, THAT ITS AUTHOR FAILS TO CONSIDER THAT QUITE AS STRONG AN OBJECTION MIGHT BE URGED AGAINST THE (SUPERIOR) GOD OF MARCION: HE TOO IS CALLED GOD, BUT IS NOT ON THAT ACCOUNT PROVED TO BE DIVINE, AS NEITHER ARE ANGELS NOR MEN, THE CREATOR'S HANDWORK. IF AN IDENTITY OF NAMES AFFORDS A PRESUMPTION IN SUPPORT OF EQUALITY OF CONDITION, HOW OFTEN DO WORTHLESS MENIALS STRUT INSOLENTLY IN THE NAMES OF KINGS--YOUR ALEXANDERS, CAESARS, AND POMPEYS! THIS FACT, HOWEVER, DOES NOT DETRACT FROM THE REAL ATTRIBUTES OF THE ROYAL PERSONS, NAY MORE, THE VERY IDOLS OF THE GENTILES ARE CALLED GODS. YET NOT ONE OF THEM IS DIVINE BECAUSE HE IS CALLED A GOD. IT IS NOT, THEREFORE, FOR THE NAME OF GOD, FOR ITS SOUND OR ITS WRITTEN FORM, THAT I AM CLAIMING THE SUPREMACY IN THE CREATOR, BUT FOR THE ESSENCE TO WHICH THE NAME BELONGS; AND WHEN I FIND THAT ESSENCE ALONE IS UNBEGOTTEN AND UNMADE--ALONE ETERNAL, AND THE MAKER OF ALL THINGS--IT IS NOT TO ITS NAME, BUT ITS STATE, NOT TO ITS DESIGNATION, BUT ITS CONDITION, THAT I ASCRIBE AND APPROPRIATE THE ATTRIBUTE OF THE SUPREMACY. AND SO, BECAUSE THE ESSENCE TO WHICH I ASCRIBE IT HAS COME TO BE CALLED GOD, YOU SUPPOSE THAT I ASCRIBE IT TO THE NAME, BECAUSE I MUST NEEDS USE A NAME TO EXPRESS THE ESSENCE, OF WHICH INDEED THAT BEING CONSISTS WHO IS CALLED GOD, AND WHO IS ACCOUNTED THE GREAT SUPREME BECAUSE OF HIS ESSENCE, NOT FROM HIS NAME. IN SHORT, MARCION HIMSELF, WHEN HE IMPUTES THIS CHARACTER TO HIS GOD, IMPUTES IT TO THE NATURE, NOT TO THE WORD. THAT SUPREMACY, THEN, WHICH WE ASCRIBE TO GOD IN CONSIDERATION OF HIS ESSENCE, AND NOT BECAUSE OF HIS NAME, OUGHT, AS WE MAINTAIN, TO BE EQUAL IN BOTH THE BEINGS WHO CONSIST OF THAT SUBSTANCE FOR WHICH THE NAME OF GOD IS GIVEN; BECAUSE, IN AS FAR AS THEY ARE CALLED GODS (I.E. SUPREME BEINGS, ON THE STRENGTH, OF COURSE, OF THEIR UNBEGOTTEN AND ETERNAL, AND THEREFORE GREAT AND SUPREME ESSENCE), IN SO FAR THE ATTRIBUTE OF BEING THE GREAT SUPREME CANNOT BE REGARDED AS LESS OR WORSE IN ONE THAN IN ANOTHER GREAT SUPREME. IF THE HAPPINESS, AND SUBLIMITY, AND PERFECTION OF THE SUPREME BEING SHALL HOLD GOOD OF MARCION'S GOD, IT WILL EQUALLY SO OF OURS; AND IF NOT OF OURS, IT WILL EQUALLY NOT HOLD OF MARCION'S. THEREFORE, TWO SUPREME BEINGS WILL BE NEITHER EQUAL NOR UNEQUAL: NOT EQUAL, BECAUSE THE PRINCIPLE WHICH WE HAVE JUST EXPOUNDED, THAT THE SUPREME BEING ADMITS OF NO COMPARISON WITH HIMSELF, FORBIDS IT; NOT UNEQUAL, BECAUSE ANOTHER PRINCIPLE MEETS US RESPECTING THE SUPREME BEING, THAT HE IS CAPABLE OF NO DIMINUTION. SO, MARCION, YOU ARE CAUGHT IN THE MIDST OF YOUR OWN PONTIC TIDE. THE WAVES OF TRUTH OVERWHELM YOU ON EVERY SIDE. YOU CAN NEITHER SET UP EQUAL GODS NOR UNEQUAL ONES. FOR THERE ARE NOT TWO; SO FAR AS THE QUESTION OF NUMBER IS PROPERLY CONCERNED. ALTHOUGH THE WHOLE MATTER OF THE TWO GODS IS AT ISSUE, WE HAVE YET CONFINED OUR DISCUSSION TO CERTAIN BOUNDS, WITHIN WHICH WE SHALL NOW HAVE TO CONTEND ABOUT SEPARATE PECULIARITIES. 
CHAP. VIII.--SPECIFIC POINTS. THE NOVELTY OF MARCION'S GOD FATAL TO HIS PRETENSIONS. GOD IS FROM EVERLASTING, HE CANNOT BE IN ANY WISE NEW. 
IN THE FIRST PLACE, HOW ARROGANTLY DO THE MARCIONITES BUILD UP THEIR STUPID SYSTEM, BRINGING FORWARD A NEW GOD, AS IF WE WERE ASHAMED OF THE OLD ONE! SO, SCHOOLBOYS ARE PROUD OF THEIR NEW SHOES, BUT THEIR OLD MASTER BEATS THEIR STRUTTING VANITY OUT OF THEM. NOW WHEN I HEAR OF A NEW GOD, WHO, IN THE OLD WORLD AND IN THE OLD TIME AND UNDER THE OLD GOD WAS UNKNOWN AND UNHEARD OF; WHOM, (ACCOUNTED AS NO ONE THROUGH SUCH LONG CENTURIES BACK, AND ANCIENT IN MEN'S VERY IGNORANCE OF HIM), A CERTAIN "JESUS CHRIST," AND NONE ELSE REVEALED; WHOM CHRIST REVEALED, THEY SAY--CHRIST HIMSELF NEW, ACCORDING TO THEM, EVEN, IN ANCIENT NAMES--I FEEL GRATEFUL FOR THIS CONCEIT OF THEIRS. FOR BY ITS HELP I SHALL AT ONCE BE ABLE TO PROVE THE HERESY OF THEIR TENET OF A NEW DEITY. IT WILL TURN OUT TO BE SUCH A NOVELTY "AS HAS MADE GODS EVEN FOR THE HEATHEN BY SOME NEW AND YET AGAIN AND EVER NEW TITLE FOR EACH SEVERAL DEIFICATIONS. WHAT NEW GOD IS THERE, EXCEPT A FALSE ONE? NOT EVEN SATURN WILL BE PROVED TO BE A GOD BY ALL HIS ANCIENT FAME, BECAUSE IT WAS A NOVEL PRETENSE WHICH SOME TIME OR OTHER PRODUCED EVEN HIM, WHEN IT FIRST GAVE HIM GODSHIP. ON THE CONTRARY, LIVING AND PERFECT DEITY HAS ITS ORIGIN NEITHER IN NOVELTY NOR IN ANTIQUITY, BUT IN ITS OWN TRUE NATURE. ETERNITY HAS NO TIME. IT IS ITSELF ALL TIME. IT ACTS; IT CANNOT THEN SUFFER. IT CANNOT BE BORN; THEREFORE, IT LACKS AGE. GOD, IF OLD, FORFEITS THE ETERNITY THAT IS TO COME; IF NEW, THE ETERNITY WHICH IS PAST. THE NEWNESS BEARS WITNESS TO A BEGINNING; THE OLDNESS THREATENS AN END. GOD, MOREOVER, IS AS INDEPENDENT OF BEGINNING AND END AS HE IS OF TIME, WHICH IS ONLY THE ARBITER AND MEASURER OF A BEGINNING AND AN END. 
CHAP. IX.--MARCION'S GNOSTIC PRETENSIONS VAIN, FOR THE TRUE GOD IS NEITHER UNKNOWN NOR UNCERTAIN. THE CREATOR, WHOM HE OWNS TO BE GOD, ALONE SUPPLIES AN INDUCTION, BY WHICH TO JUDGE OF THE TRUE GOD. 
NOW I KNOW FULL WELL BY WHAT PERCEPTIVE FACULTY THEY BOAST OF THEIR NEW GOD; EVEN THEIR KNOWLEDGE. IT IS, HOWEVER, THIS VERY DISCOVERY OF A NOVEL THING--SO STRIKING TO COMMON MINDS--AS WELL AS THE NATURAL GRATIFICATION WHICH IS INHERENT IN NOVELTY, THAT I WANTED TO REFUTE, AND THENCE FURTHER TO CHALLENGE A PROOF OF THIS UNKNOWN GOD. FOR HIM WHOM BY THEIR KNOWLEDGE THEY PRESENT TO US AS NEW, THEY PROVE TO HAVE BEEN UNKNOWN PREVIOUS TO THAT KNOWLEDGE. LET US KEEP, WITHIN THE STRICT LIMITS AND MEASURE OF OUR ARGUMENT. CONVINCE ME THERE COULD HAVE BEEN AN UNKNOWN GOD. I FIND, NO DOUBT, THAT ALTARS HAVE BEEN LAVISHED ON UNKNOWN GODS; THAT, HOWEVER, IS THE IDOLATRY OF ATHENS. AND ON UNCERTAIN GODS; BUT THAT, TOO, IS ONLY ROMAN SUPERSTITION. FURTHERMORE, UNCERTAIN GODS ARE NOT WELL KNOWN, BECAUSE NO CERTAINTY ABOUT THEM EXISTS; AND BECAUSE OF THIS UNCERTAINTY THEY ARE THEREFORE UNKNOWN. NOW, WHICH OF THESE TWO TITLES SHALL WE CARVE FOR MARCION'S GOD? BOTH, I SUPPOSE, AS FOR A BEING WHO IS STILL UNCERTAIN, AND WAS FORMERLY UNKNOWN. FOR INASMUCH AS THE CREATOR, BEING A KNOWN GOD, CAUSED HIM TO BE UNKNOWN; SO, AS BEING A CERTAIN GOD, HE MADE HIM TO BE UNCERTAIN. BUT I WILL NOT GO SO FAR OUT OF MY WAY, AS TO SAY: IF GOD WAS UNKNOWN AND CONCEALED, HE WAS OVERSHADOWED IN SUCH A REGION OF DARKNESS, AS MUST HAVE BEEN ITSELF NEW AND UNKNOWN, AND BE EVEN NOW LIKEWISE UNCERTAIN--SOME IMMENSE REGION INDEED, ONE UNDOUBTEDLY GREATER THAN THE GOD WHOM IT CONCEALED. BUT I WILL BRIEFLY STATE MY SUBJECT, AND AFTERWARDS MOST FULLY PURSUE IT, PROMISING THAT GOD NEITHER COULD HAVE BEEN, NOR OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN, UNKNOWN. COULD NOT HAVE BEEN, BECAUSE OF HIS GREATNESS; OUGHT NOT TO HAVE BEEN, BECAUSE OF HIS GOODNESS, ESPECIALLY AS HE IS (SUPPOSED, BY MARCION) MORE EXCELLENT IN BOTH THESE ATTRIBUTES THAN OUR CREATOR. SINCE, HOWEVER, I OBSERVE THAT IN SOME POINTS THE PROOF OF EVERY NEW AND HERETOFORE UNKNOWN GOD OUGHT, FOR ITS TEST, TO BE COMPARED TO THE FORM OF THE CREATOR, IT WILL BE MY DUTY FIRST OF ALL TO SHOW THAT THIS VERY COURSE IS ADOPTED BY ME IN A SETTLED PLAN, SUCH AS I MIGHT WITH GREATER CONFIDENCE USE IN SUPPORT OF MY ARGUMENT. BEFORE EVERY OTHER CONSIDERATION, (LET ME ASK) HOW IT HAPPENS THAT YOU, WHO ACKNOWLEDGE THE CREATOR TO BE GOD, AND FROM YOUR KNOWLEDGE CONFESS HIM TO BE PRIOR IN EXISTENCE, DO NOT KNOW THAT THE OTHER GOD SHOULD BE EXAMINED BY YOU IN EXACTLY THE SAME COURSE OF INVESTIGATION WHICH HAS TAUGHT YOU HOW TO FIND OUT A GOD IN THE FIRST CASE? EVERY PRIOR THING HAS FURNISHED THE RULE FOR THE LATTER. IN THE PRESENT QUESTION TWO GODS ARE PROPOUNDED, THE UNKNOWN AND THE KNOWN. CONCERNING THE KNOWN THERE IS NO QUESTION. IT IS PLAIN THAT HE EXISTS, ELSE HE WOULD NOT BE KNOWN. THE DISPUTE IS CONCERNING THE UNKNOWN GOD. POSSIBLY HE HAS NO EXISTENCE; BECAUSE, IF HE HAD, HE WOULD HAVE BEEN KNOWN. NOW THAT WHICH, SO LONG AS IT IS UNKNOWN, IS AN OBJECT TO BE QUESTIONED, IS AN UNCERTAINTY SO LONG AS IT REMAINS THUS QUESTIONABLE; AND ALL THE WHILE IT IS IN THIS STATE OF UNCERTAINTY, IT POSSIBLY HAS NO EXISTENCE AT ALL. YOU HAVE A GOD WHO IS SO FAR CERTAIN, AS HE IS KNOWN; AND UNCERTAIN, AS UNKNOWN. THIS BEING THE CASE, DOES IT APPEAR TO YOU TO BE JUSTLY DEFENSIBLE, THAT UNCERTAIN TIES SHOULD BE SUBMITTED FOR PROOF TO THE RULE, AND FORM, AND STANDARD OF CERTAINTIES? NOW, IF TO THE SUBJECT BEFORE US, WHICH IS IN ITSELF FULL OF UNCERTAINTY THUS FAR, THERE BE APPLIED ALSO ARGUMENTS DERIVED FROM UNCERTAINTIES, WE SHALL BE INVOLVED IN SUCH A SERIES OF QUESTIONS ARISING OUT OF OUR TREATMENT OF THESE SAME UNCERTAIN ARGUMENTS, AS SHALL BY REASON OF THEIR UNCERTAINTY BE DANGEROUS TO THE FAITH, AND WE SHALL DRIFT INTO THOSE INSOLUBLE QUESTIONS WHICH THE APOSTLE HAS NO AFFECTION FOR. IF, AGAIN, IN THINGS WHEREIN THERE IS FOUND A DIVERSITY OF CONDITION, THEY SHALL PREJUDGE, AS NO DOUBT THEY WILL, UNCERTAIN, DOUBTFUL, AND INTRICATE POINTS, BY THE CERTAIN, UNDOUBTED, AND CLEAR SIDES OF THEIR RULE, IT WILL PROBABLY HAPPEN THAT (THOSE POINTS) WILL NOT BE SUBMITTED TO THE STANDARD OF CERTAINTIES FOR DETERMINATION, AS BEING FREED BY THE DIVERSITY OF THEIR ESSENTIAL CONDITION FROM THE APPLICATION OF SUCH A STANDARD IN ALL OTHER RESPECTS. AS, THEREFORE, IT IS TWO GODS WHICH ARE THE SUBJECT OF OUR PROPOSITION, THEIR ESSENTIAL CONDITION MUST BE THE SAME IN BOTH. FOR, AS CONCERNS THEIR DIVINITY, THEY ARE BOTH UNBEGOTTEN, UNMADE, ETERNAL. THIS WILL BE THEIR ESSENTIAL CONDITION. ALL OTHER POINTS MARCION HIMSELF SEEMS TO HAVE MADE, LIGHT OF, FOR HE HAS PLACED THEM IN A DIFFERENT CATEGORY. THEY ARE SUBSEQUENT IN THE ORDER OF TREATMENT; INDEED, THEY WILL NOT HAVE TO BE BROUGHT INTO THE DISCUSSION, SINCE ON THE ESSENTIAL CONDITION THERE IS NO DISPUTE. NOW THERE IS THIS ABSENCE OF OUR DISPUTE, BECAUSE THEY ARE BOTH OF THEM GODS. THOSE THINGS, THEREFORE, WHOSE COMMUNITY OF CONDITION IS EVIDENT, WILL, WHEN BROUGHT TO A TEST ON THE GROUND OF THAT COMMON CONDITION, HAVE TO BE SUBMITTED, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE UNCERTAIN, TO THE STANDARD OF THOSE CERTAINTIES WITH WHICH THEY ARE CLASSED IN THE COMMUNITY OF THEIR ESSENTIAL CONDITION, SO AS ON THIS ACCOUNT TO SHARE ALSO IN THEIR MANNER OF PROOF. I SHALL THEREFORE CONTEND WITH THE GREATEST CONFIDENCE THAT HE IS NOT GOD WHO IS TO-DAY UNCERTAIN, BECAUSE HE HAS BEEN HITHERTO UNKNOWN; FOR OF WHOMSOEVER IT IS EVIDENT THAT HE IS GOD, FROM THIS VERY FACT IT IS (EQUALLY) EVIDENT, THAT HE NEVER HAS BEEN UNKNOWN, AND THEREFORE NEVER UNCERTAIN. 
CHAP. X.--THE CREATOR WAS KNOWN AS THE TRUE GOD FROM THE FIRST BY HIS CREATION. ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE SOUL AND CONSCIENCE OF MAN BEFORE HE WAS REVEALED BY MOSES. 
FOR INDEED, AS THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, HE WAS FROM THE BEGINNING DISCOVERED EQUALLY WITH THEM, THEY HAVING BEEN THEMSELVES MANIFESTED THAT HE MIGHT BECOME KNOWN AS GOD. FOR ALTHOUGH MOSES, SOME LONG WHILE AFTERWARDS, SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN THE FIRST TO INTRODUCE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE IN THE TEMPLE OF HIS WRITINGS, YET THE BIRTHDAY OF THAT KNOWLEDGE MUST NOT ON THAT ACCOUNT BE RECKONED FROM THE PENTATEUCH. FOR THE VOLUME OF MOSES DOES NOT AT ALL INITIATE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE CREATOR, BUT FROM THE FIRST GIVES OUT THAT IT IS TO BE TRACED FROM PARADISE AND ADAM, NOT FROM EGYPT AND MOSES. THE GREATER PART, THEREFORE, OF THE HUMAN RACE, ALTHOUGH THEY KNEW NOT EVEN THE NAME OF MOSES, MUCH LESS HIS WRITINGS, YET KNEW THE GOD OF MOSES; AND EVEN WHEN IDOLATRY OVERSHADOWED THE WORLD WITH ITS EXTREME PREVALENCE, MEN STILL SPOKE OF HIM SEPARATELY BY HIS OWN NAME AS GOD, AND THE GOD OF GODS, AND SAID, "IF GOD GRANT," AND, "AS GOD PLEASES," AND, "I COMMEND YOU TO GOD." REFLECT, THEN, WHETHER THEY KNEW HIM, OF WHOM THEY TESTIFY THAT HE CAN DO ALL THINGS. TO NONE OF THE WRITINGS OF MOSES DO THEY OWE THIS. THE SOUL WAS BEFORE PROPHECY. FROM THE BEGINNING THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IS THE DOWRY OF THE SOUL, ONE AND THE SAME AMONGST THE EGYPTIANS, AND THE SYRIANS, AND THE TRIBES OF PONTUS. FOR THEIR SOULS CALL THE GOD OF THE JEWS THEIR GOD. DO NOT, O BARBARIAN HERETIC, PUT ABRAHAM BEFORE THE WORLD. EVEN IF THE CREATOR HAD BEEN THE GOD OF ONE FAMILY, HE WAS YET NOT LATER THAN YOUR GOD; EVEN IN PONTUS WAS HE KNOWN BEFORE HIM. TAKE THEN YOUR STANDARD FROM HIM WHO CAME FIRST: FROM THE CERTAIN (MUST BE JUDGED) THE UNCERTAIN; FROM THE KNOWN THE UNKNOWN. NEVER SHALL GOD BE, HIDDEN, NEVER SHALL GOD BE WANTING. ALWAYS SHALL HE BE UNDERSTOOD, ALWAYS BE HEARD, NAY EVEN SEEN, IN WHATSOEVER WAY HE SHALL WISH. GOD HAS FOR HIS WITNESSES THIS WHOLE BEING OF OURS, AND THIS UNIVERSE WHEREIN WE DWELL. HE IS THUS, BECAUSE NOT UNKNOWN, PROVED TO BE BOTH GOD AND THE ONLY ONE, ALTHOUGH ANOTHER STILL TRIES HARD TO MAKE OUT HIS CLAIM. 
CHAP. XI.--THE EVIDENCE FOR GOD EXTERNAL TO HIM; BUT THE EXTERNAL CREATION WHICH YIELDS THIS EVIDENCE IS REALLY NOT EXTRANEOUS, FOR ALL THINGS ARE GOD'S. MARCION'S GOD, HAVING NOTHING TO SHOW FOR HIMSELF, NO GOD AT ALL. MARCION'S SCHEME ABSURDLY DEFECTIVE, NOT FURNISHING EVIDENCE FOR HIS NEW GOD'S EXISTENCE, WHICH SHOULD AT LEAST BE ABLE TO COMPETE WITH THE FULL EVIDENCE OF THE CREATOR. 
AND JUSTLY SO, THEY SAY. FOR WHO IS THERE THAT IS LESS WELL KNOWN BY HIS OWN (INHERENT) QUALITIES THAN BY STRANGE ONES? NO ONE. WELL, I KEEP TO THIS STATEMENT. HOW COULD ANYTHING BE STRANGE. TO GOD, TO WHOM, IF HE WERE PERSONALLY EXISTENT, NOTHING WOULD BE STRANGE? FOR THIS IS THE ATTRIBUTE OF GOD, THAT ALL THINGS ARE HIS, AND ALL THINGS BELONG TO HIM; OR ELSE THIS QUESTION WOULD NOT SO READILY BE HEARD FROM US: WHAT HAS HE TO DO WITH THINGS STRANGE TO HIM? A POINT WHICH WILL BE MORE FULLY NOTICED IN ITS PROPER PLACE. IT IS NOW SUFFICIENT TO OBSERVE, THAT NO ONE IS PROVED TO EXIST TO WHOM NOTHING IS PROVED TO BELONG. FOR AS THE CREATOR IS SHOWN TO BE GOD, GOD WITHOUT ANY DOUBT, FROM THE FACT THAT ALL THINGS ARE HIS, AND NOTHING IS STRANGE TO HIM; SO, THE RIVAL GOD IS SEEN TO BE NO GOD, FROM THE CIRCUMSTANCE THAT NOTHING IS HIS, AND ALL THINGS ARE THEREFORE STRANGE TO HIM. SINCE, THEN, THE UNIVERSE BELONGS TO THE CREATOR, I SEE NO ROOM FOR ANY OTHER GOD. ALL THINGS ARE FULL OF THEIR AUTHOR, AND OCCUPIED BY HIM. IF IN CREATED BEINGS THERE BE ANY PORTION OF SPACE ANYWHERE VOID OF DEITY, THE VOID WILL BE OF A FALSE DEITY CLEARLY. BY FALSEHOOD THE TRUTH IS MADE CLEAR. WHY CANNOT THE VAST CROWD OF FALSE GODS SOMEWHERE FIND ROOM FOR MARCION'S GOD? THIS, THEREFORE, I INSIST UPON, FROM THE CHARACTER OF THE CREATOR, THAT GOD MUST HAVE BEEN KNOWN FROM THE WORKS OF SOME WORLD PECULIARLY HIS OWN, BOTH IN ITS HUMAN CONSTITUENTS, AND THE REST OF ITS ORGANIC LIFE; WHEN EVEN THE ERROR OF THE WORLD HAS PRESUMED TO CALL GODS THOSE MEN WHOM IT SOMETIMES ACKNOWLEDGES, ON THE GROUND THAT IN EVERY SUCH CASE SOMETHING IS. SEEN WHICH PROVIDES FOR THE USES AND ADVANTAGES OF LIFE. ACCORDINGLY, THIS ALSO WAS BELIEVED FROM THE CHARACTER OF GOD TO BE A DIVINE FUNCTION; NAMELY, TO TEACH OR POINT OUT WHAT IS CONVENIENT AND NEEDFUL IN HUMAN CONCERNS. SO COMPLETELY HAS THE AUTHORITY WHICH HAS GIVEN INFLUENCE TO A FALSE DIVINITY BEEN BORROWED FROM THAT SOURCE, WHENCE IT HAD PREVIOUSLY FLOWED FORTH TO THE TRUE ONE. ONE STRAY VEGETABLE S AT LEAST MARCION'S GOD OUGHT TO HAVE PRODUCED AS HIS OWN; SO, MIGHT HE BE PREACHED UP AS A NEW TRIPTOLEMUS. OR ELSE STATE SOME REASON WHICH SHALL BE WORTHY OF A GOD, WHY HE, SUPPOSING HIM TO EXIST, CREATED NOTHING; BECAUSE HE MUST, ON SUPPOSITION OF HIS EXISTENCE, HAVE BEEN A CREATOR, ON THAT VERY PRINCIPLE ON WHICH IT IS CLEAR TO US THEN OUR GOD IS NO OTHERWISE EXISTENT, THEN AS HAVING BEEN THE CREATOR OF THIS UNIVERSE OF OURS. FOR, ONCE FOR ALL, THE RULE WILL HOLD GOOD, THAT THEY CANNOT BOTH ACKNOWLEDGE THE CREATOR TO BE GOD, AND ALSO PROVE HIM DIVINE WHOM THEY WISH TO BE EQUALLY BELIEVED IN AS GOD, EXCEPT THEY ADJUST HIM TO THE STANDARD OF HIM WHOM THEY AND ALL MEN HOLD TO BE GOD; WHICH IS THIS, THAT WHEREAS NO ONE DOUBTS THE CREATOR TO BE GOD ON THE EXPRESS GROUND OF HIS HAVING MADE THE UNIVERSE, SO, ON THE SELFSAME GROUND, NO ONE OUGHT TO BELIEVE THAT HE ALSO IS GOD WHO HAS MADE NOTHING--EXCEPT, INDEED, SOME GOOD REASON BE FORTHCOMING. AND THIS MUST NEEDS BE LIMITED TO ONE OF TWO: HE WAS EITHER UNWILLING TO CREATE, OR ELSE UNABLE. THERE IS NO THIRD REASON. NOW, THAT HE WAS UNABLE, IS A REASON UNWORTHY OF GOD. WHETHER TO HAVE BEEN UNWILLING TO BE A WORTHY ONE, I WANT TO INQUIRE. TELL ME, MARCION, DID YOUR GOD WISH HIMSELF TO BE RECOGNIZED AT ANY TIME OR NOT? WITH WHAT OTHER PURPOSE DID HE COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND PREACH, AND HAVING SUFFERED RISE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD, IF IT WERE NOT THAT HE MIGHT BE ACKNOWLEDGED? AND, DOUBTLESS, SINCE HE WAS ACKNOWLEDGED, HE WILLED IT. FOR NO CIRCUMSTANCE COULD HAVE HAPPENED TO HIM, IF HE HAD BEEN UNWILLING. WHAT INDEED TENDED SO GREATLY TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIMSELF, AS HIS APPEARING IN THE HUMILIATION OF THE FLESH, A DEGRADATION ALL THE LOWER INDEED IF THE FLESH WERE ONLY ILLUSORY? FOR IT WAS ALL THE MORE SHAMEFUL IF HE, WHO BROUGHT ON HIMSELF THE CREATOR'S CURSE BY HANGING ON A TREE, ONLY PRETENDED THE ASSUMPTION OF A BODILY SUBSTANCE. A FAR NOBLER FOUNDATION MIGHT HE HAVE LAID FOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIMSELF IN SOME EVIDENCES OF A CREATION OF HIS OWN, ESPECIALLY WHEN HE HAD TO BECOME KNOWN IN OPPOSITION TO HIM IN WHOSE TERRITORY, HE HAD REMAINED UNKNOWN BY ANY WORKS FROM THE BEGINNING. FOR HOW HAPPENS IT THAT THE CREATOR, ALTHOUGH UNAWARE, AS THE MARCIONITES AVER, OF ANY GOD BEING ABOVE HIMSELF, AND WHO USED TO DECLARE EVEN WITH AN OATH THAT HE EXISTED ALONE, SHOULD HAVE GUARDED BY SUCH MIGHTY WORKS THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIMSELF, ABOUT WHICH, ON THE ASSUMPTION OF HIS BEING ALONE WITHOUT A RIVAL, HE MIGHT HAVE SPARED HIMSELF ALL CARE; WHILE THE SUPERIOR GOD, KNOWING ALL THE WHILE HOW WELL FURNISHED IN POWER HIS INFERIOR RIVAL WAS, SHOULD HAVE MADE NO PROVISION AT ALL TOWARDS GETTING HIMSELF ACKNOWLEDGED? WHEREAS HE OUGHT TO HAVE PRODUCED WORKS MORE ILLUSTRIOUS AND EXALTED STILL, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT, AFTER THE CREATOR'S STANDARD, BOTH BE ACKNOWLEDGED AS GOD FROM HIS WORKS, AND EVEN BY NOBLER DEEDS SHOW HIMSELF TO BE MORE POTENT AND MORE GRACIOUS THAN THE CREATOR. 
CHAP. XII.--IMPOSSIBILITY OF ACKNOWLEDGING GOD WITHOUT THIS EXTERNAL EVIDENCE OF HIS EXISTENCE. MARCION'S REJECTION OF SUCH EVIDENCE FOR HIS GOD SAVOURS OF IMPUDENCE AND MALIGNITY. 
BUT EVEN IF WE WERE ABLE TO ALLOW THAT HE EXISTS, WE SHOULD YET BE BOUND TO ARGUE THAT HE IS WITHOUT A CAUSE. FOR HE WHO HAD NOTHING (TO SHOW FOR HIMSELF AS PROOF OF HIS EXISTENCE), WOULD BE WITHOUT A CAUSE, SINCE (SUCH) PROOF IS THE WHOLE CAUSE THAT THERE EXISTS SOME PERSON TO WHOM THE PROOF BELONGS. NOW, IN AS FAR AS NOTHING OUGHT TO BE WITHOUT A CAUSE, THAT IS, WITHOUT A PROOF (BECAUSE IF IT BE WITHOUT A CAUSE, IT IS ALL ONE AS IF IT BE NOT, NOT HAVING THE VERY PROOF WHICH IS THE CAUSE OF A THING), IN SO FAR SHALL I MORE WORTHILY BELIEVE THAT GOD DOES NOT EXIST, THAN THAT HE EXISTS WITHOUT A CAUSE. FOR HE IS WITHOUT A CAUSE WHO HAS NOT A CAUSE BY REASON OF NOT HAVING A PROOF. GOD, HOWEVER, OUGHT NOT TO BE WITHOUT A CAUSE, THAT IS TO SAY, WITHOUT A PROOF. THUS, AS OFTEN AS I SHOW THAT HE EXISTS WITHOUT A CAUSE, ALTHOUGH (I ALLOW THAT) HE EXISTS, I DO REALLY DETERMINE THIS, THAT HE DOES NOT EXIST; BECAUSE, IF HE HAD EXISTED, HE COULD NOT HAVE EXISTED ALTOGETHER WITHOUT A CAUSE. SO, TOO, EVEN IN REGARD TO FAITH ITSELF, I SAY THAT HE SEEKS TO OBTAIN IT WITH OUT CAUSE FROM MAN, WHO IS OTHERWISE ACCUSTOMED TO BELIEVE IN GOD FROM THE IDEA HE GETS OF HIM FROM THE TESTIMONY OF HIS WORKS: (WITHOUT CAUSE, I REPEAT,) BECAUSE HE HAS PROVIDED NO SUCH PROOF AS THAT WHEREBY MAN HAS ACQUIRED THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. FOR ALTHOUGH MOST PERSONS BELIEVE IN HIM, THEY DO NOT BELIEVE AT ONCE BY UNAIDED REASON, WITHOUT HAVING SOME TOKEN OF DEITY IN WORKS WORTHY OF GOD. AND SO, UPON THIS GROUND OF INACTIVITY AND LACK OF WORKS HE IS GUILTY BOTH OF IMPUDENCE AND MALIGNITY: OF IMPUDENCE, IN ASPIRING AFTER A BELIEF WHICH IS NOT DUE TO HIM, AND FOR WHICH HE HAS PROVIDED NO FOUNDATION; OF MALIGNITY, IN HAVING BROUGHT MANY PERSONS UNDER THE CHARGE OF UNBELIEF BY FURNISHING TO THEM NO GROUNDWORK FOR THEIR FAITH. 
CHAP. XIII.--THE MARCIONITES DEPRECIATE THE CREATION, WHICH, HOWEVER, IS A WORTHY WITNESS OF GOD. THIS WORTHINESS ILLUSTRATED BY REFERENCES TO THE HEATHEN PHILOSOPHERS, WHO WERE APT TO INVEST THE SEVERAL PARTS OF CREATION WITH DIVINE ATTRIBUTES. 
WHILE WE ARE EXPELLING FROM THIS RANK (OF DEITY) A GOD WHO HAS NO EVIDENCE TO SHOW FOR HIMSELF WHICH IS SO PROPER AND GOD-WORTHY AS THE TESTIMONY OF THE CREATOR, MARCION'S MOST SHAMELESS FOLLOWERS WITH HAUGHTY IMPERTINENCE FALL UPON THE CREATOR'S WORKS TO DESTROY THEM. TO BE SURE, SAY THEY, THE WORLD IS A GRAND WORK, WORTHY OF A GOD. (90 THEN IS THE CREATOR NOT AT ALL A GOD? BY ALL MEANS HE IS GOD. THEREFORE, THE WORLD IS NOT UNWORTHY OF GOD, FOR GOD HAS MADE NOTHING UNWORTHY OF HIMSELF; ALTHOUGH IT WAS FOR MAN, AND NOT FOR HIMSELF, THAT HE MADE THE WORLD, (AND) ALTHOUGH EVERY WORK IS LESS THAN ITS MAKER. AND YET, IF TO HAVE BEEN THE AUTHOR OF OUR CREATION, SUCH AS IT IS, BE UNWORTHY OF GOD, HOW MUCH MORE UNWORTHY OF HIM IS IT TO HAVE CREATED ABSOLUTELY NOTHING AT ALL! NOT EVEN A PRODUCTION WHICH, ALTHOUGH UNWORTHY, MIGHT YET HAVE ENCOURAGED THE HOPE OF SOME BETTER ATTEMPT. TO SAY SOMEWHAT, THEN, CONCERNING THE ALLEGED UNWORTHINESS OF THIS WORLD'S FABRIC, TO WHICH AMONG THE GREEKS ALSO IS ASSIGNED A NAME OF ORNAMENT AND GRACE, NOT OF SORDIDNESS, THOSE VERY PROFESSORS OF WISDOM, FROM WHOSE GENIUS EVERY HERESY DERIVES ITS SPIRIT, CALLED THE SAID UNWORTHY ELEMENTS DIVINE; AS THALES DID WATER, HERACLITUS FIRE, ANAXIMENES AIR, ANAXIMANDER ALL THE HEAVENLY BODIES, STRATO THE SKY AND EARTH, ZENO THE AIR AND ETHER, AND PLATO THE STARS, WHICH HE CALLS A FIERY KIND OF GODS; WHILST CONCERNING THE WORLD, WHEN THEY CONSIDERED INDEED ITS MAGNITUDE, AND STRENGTH, AND POWER, AND HONOUR, AND GLORY,--THE ABUNDANCE, TOO, THE REGULARITY, AND LAW OF THOSE INDIVIDUAL ELEMENTS WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO THE PRODUCTION, THE NOURISHMENT, THE RIPENING, AND THE REPRODUCTION OF ALL THINGS,--THE MAJORITY OF THE PHILOSOPHERS HESITATED TO ASSIGN A BEGINNING AND AN END TO THE SAID WORLD, LEST ITS CONSTITUENT ELEMENTS, GREAT AS THEY UNDOUBTEDLY ARE, SHOULD FAIL TO BE REGARDED AS DIVINE, WHICH ARE OBJECTS OF WORSHIP WITH THE PERSIAN MAGI, THE EGYPTIAN HIEROPHANTS, AND THE INDIAN GYMNOSOPHISTS. THE VERY SUPERSTITION OF THE CROWD, INSPIRED BY THE COMMON IDOLATRY, WHEN ASHAMED OF THE NAMES AND FABLES OF THEIR ANCIENT DEAD BORNE BY THEIR IDOLS, HAS RECOURSE TO THE INTERPRETATION OF NATURAL OBJECTS, AND SO WITH MUCH INGENUITY CLOAKS ITS OWN DISGRACE, FIGURATIVELY REDUCING JUPITER TO A HEATED SUBSTANCE, AND JUNO TO AN AERIAL ONE (ACCORDING TO THE LITERAL SENSE OF THE GREEK WORDS); VESTA, IN LIKE MANNER, TO FIRE, AND THE MUSES TO WATERS, AND THE GREAT MOTHER TO THE EARTH, MOWED AS TO ITS CROPS, PLOUGHED UP WITH LUSTY ARMS, AND WATERED WITH BATHS. THUS, OSIRIS ALSO, WHENEVER HE IS BURIED, AND LOOKED FOR TO COME TO LIFE AGAIN, AND WITH JOY RECOVERED, IS AN EMBLEM OF THE REGULARITY WHEREWITH THE FRUITS OF THE GROUND RETURN, AND THE ELEMENTS RECOVER LIFE, AND THE YEAR COMES AROUND AS ALSO THE LIONS OF MITHRAS ARE PHILOSOPHICAL SACRAMENTS OF ARID AND SCORCHED NATURE. IT IS, INDEED, ENOUGH FOR ME THAT NATURAL ELEMENTS, FOREMOST IN SITE AND STATE, SHOULD HAVE BEEN MORE READILY REGARDED AS DIVINE THAN AS UNWORTHY OF GOD. I WILL, HOWEVER, COME DOWN TO HUMBLER OBJECTS. A SINGLE FLOWERET FROM THE HEDGEROW, I SAY NOT FROM THE MEADOWS; A SINGLE LITTLE SHELLFISH FROM ANY SEA, I SAY NOT FROM THE RED SEA; A SINGLE STRAY WING OF A MOORFOWL, I SAY NOTHING OF THE PEACOCK, WILL, I PRESUME, PROVE TO YOU THAT THE CREATOR WAS BUT A SORRY ARTIFICER! 
CHAP. XIV.--ALL PORTIONS OF CREATION ATTEST THE EXCELLENCE OF THE CREATOR, WHOM MARCION VILIFIES. HIS INCONSISTENCY HEREIN EXPOSED. MARCION'S OWN GOD DID NOT HESITATE TO USE THE CREATOR'S WORKS IN INSTITUTING HIS OWN RELIGION. 
NOW, WHEN YOU MAKE MERRY WITH THOSE MINUTER ANIMALS, WHICH THEIR GLORIOUS MAKER HAS PURPOSELY ENDUED WITH A PROFUSION. OF INSTINCTS AND RESOURCES,--THEREBY TEACHING US THAT GREATNESS HAS ITS PROOFS IN LOWLINESS, JUST AS (ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE)THERE IS POWER EVEN IN INFIRMITY--IMITATE, IF YOU CAN, THE CELLS OF THE BEE, THE HILLS OF THE ANT, THE WEBS OF THE SPIDER, AND THE THREADS OF THE SILKWORM; ENDURE, TOO, IF YOU KNOW HOW, THOSE VERY CREATURES WHICH INFEST YOUR COUCH AND HOUSE, THE POISONOUS EJECTIONS OF THE BLISTER-BEETLE, THE SPIKES OF THE FLY, AND THE GNAT'S SHEATH AND STING. WHAT OF THE GREATER ANIMALS, WHEN THE SMALL ONES SO AFFECT YOU WITH PLEASURE OR PAIN, THAT YOU CANNOT EVEN IN THEIR CASE DESPISE THEIR CREATOR? FINALLY, TAKE A CIRCUIT ROUND YOUR OWN SELF; SURVEY MAN WITHIN AND WITHOUT. EVEN THIS HANDIWORK OF OUR GOD WILL BE PLEASING TO YOU, INASMUCH AS YOUR OWN LORD, THAT BETTER GOD, LOVED IT SO WELL, AND FOR YOUR SAKE WAS AT THE PAINS OF DESCENDING FROM THE THIRD HEAVEN TO THESE POVERTY-STRICKEN ELEMENTS, AND FOR THE SAME REASON WAS ACTUALLY CRUCIFIED IN THIS SORRY APARTMENT OF THE CREATOR. INDEED, UP TO THE PRESENT TIME, HE HAS NOT DISDAINED THE WATER WHICH THE CREATOR MADE WHEREWITH HE WASHES HIS PEOPLE; NOR THE OIL WITH WHICH HE ANOINTS THEM; NOR THAT UNION OF HONEY AND MILK WHEREWITHAL HE GIVES THEM THE NOURISHMENT OF CHILDREN; NOR THE BREAD BY WHICH HE REPRESENTS HIS OWN PROPER BODY, THUS REQUIRING IN HIS VERY SACRAMENTS THE "BEGGARLY ELEMENTS" OF THE CREATOR. YOU, HOWEVER, ARE A DISCIPLE ABOVE HIS MASTER, AND A SERVANT ABOVE HIS LORD; YOU HAVE A HIGHER REACH OF DISCERNMENT THAN HIS; YOU DESTROY WHAT HE REQUIRES. I WISH TO EXAMINE WHETHER YOU ARE AT LEAST HONEST IN THIS, SO AS TO HAVE NO LONGING FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH YOU DESTROY. YOU ARE AN ENEMY TO THE SKY, AND YET YOU ARE GLAD TO CATCH ITS FRESHNESS IN YOUR HOUSES. YOU DISPARAGE THE EARTH, ALTHOUGH THE ELEMENTAL PARENT OF YOUR OWN FLESH, AS IF IT WERE YOUR UNDOUBTED ENEMY, AND YET YOU EXTRACT FROM IT ALL ITS FATNESS FOR YOUR FOOD. THE SEA, TOO, YOU REPROBATE, BUT ARE CONTINUALLY USING ITS PRODUCE, WHICH YOU ACCOUNT THE MORE SACRED DIET. IF I SHOULD OFFER YOU A ROSE, YOU WILL NOT DISDAIN ITS MAKER. YOU HYPOCRITE, HOWEVER MUCH OF ABSTINENCE YOU USE TO SHOW YOURSELF A MARCIONITE, THAT IS, A REPUDIATOR OF YOUR MAKER (FOR IF THE WORLD DISPLEASED YOU, SUCH ABSTINENCE OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN AFFECTED BY YOU AS A MARTYRDOM), YOU WILL HAVE TO ASSOCIATE YOURSELF WITH THE CREATOR'S MATERIAL PRODUCTION, INTO WHAT ELEMENT SOEVER YOU SHALL BE DISSOLVED. HOW HARD IS THIS OBSTINACY OF YOURS! YOU VILIFY THE THINGS IN WHICH YOU BOTH LIVE AND DIE. 
CHAP. XV.--THE LATENESS OF THE REVELATION OF MARCION'S GOD. THE QUESTION OF THE PLACE OCCUPIED BY THE RIVAL DEITIES. INSTEAD OF TWO GODS, MARCION REALLY (ALTHOUGH, AS IT WOULD SEEM, UNCONSCIOUSLY) HAD NINE GODS IN HIS SYSTEM. 
AFTER ALL, OR, IF YOU LIKE, BEFORE ALL, SINCE YOU HAVE SAID THAT HE HAS A CREATION OF HIS OWN, AND HIS OWN WORLD, AND HIS OWN SKY; WE SHALL SEE, INDEED, ABOUT THAT THIRD HEAVEN, WHEN WE COME TO DISCUSS EVEN YOUR OWN APOSTLE. MEANWHILE, WHATEVER IS THE (CREATED) SUBSTANCE, IT OUGHT AT ANY RATE TO HAVE MADE ITS APPEARANCE IN COMPANY WITH ITS OWN GOD. BUT NOW, HOW HAPPENS IT THAT THE LORD HAS BEEN REVEALED SINCE THE TWELFTH YEAR OF TIBERIUS CAESAR, WHILE NO CREATION OF HIS AT ALL HAS BEEN DISCOVERED UP TO THE FIFTEENTH OF THE EMPEROR SEVERUS; ALTHOUGH, AS BEING MORE EXCELLENT THAN THE PALTRY WORKS OF THE CREATOR, IT SHOULD CERTAINLY HAVE CEASED TO CONCEAL ITSELF, WHEN ITS LORD AND AUTHOR NO LONGER LIES HID? I ASK, THEREFORE, IF IT WAS UNABLE TO MANIFEST ITSELF IN THIS WORLD, HOW DID ITS LORD APPEAR IN THIS WORLD? IF THIS WORLD RECEIVED ITS LORD, WHY WAS IT NOT ABLE TO RECEIVE THE CREATED SUBSTANCE, UNLESS PERCHANCE IT WAS GREATER THAN ITS LORD? BUT NOW THERE ARISES A QUESTION ABOUT PLACE, HAVING REFERENCE BOTH TO THE WORLD ABOVE AND TO THE GOD THEREOF. FOR, BEHOLD, IF HE HAS HIS OWN WORLD BENEATH HIM, ABOVE THE CREATOR, HE HAS CERTAINLY FIXED IT IN A POSITION, THE SPACE OF WHICH WAS EMPTY BETWEEN HIS OWN FEET AND THE CREATOR'S HEAD. THEREFORE, GOD BOTH HIMSELF OCCUPIED LOCAL SPACE, AND CAUSED THE WORLD TO OCCUPY LOCAL SPACE; AND THIS LOCAL SPACE, TOO, WILL BE GREATER THAN GOD AND THE WORLD TOGETHER. FOR IN NO CASE IS THAT WHICH CONTAINS NOT GREATER THAN THAT WHICH IS CONTAINED. AND INDEED, WE MUST LOOK WELL TO IT THAT NO SMALL PATCHES BE LEFT HERE AND THERE VACANT, IN WHICH SOME THIRD GOD ALSO MAY BE ABLE WITH A WORLD OF HIS OWN TO FOIST HIMSELF IN. NOW, BEGIN TO RECKON UP YOUR GODS. THERE WILL BE LOCAL SPACE FOR A GOD, NOT ONLY AS BEING GREATER THAN GOD, BUT AS BEING ALSO UNBEGOTTEN AND UNMADE, AND THEREFORE ETERNAL, AND EQUAL TO GOD, IN WHICH GOD HAS EVER BEEN. THEN, INASMUCH AS HE TOO HAS FABRICATED A WORLD OUT OF SOME UNDERLYING MATERIAL WHICH IS UNBEGOTTEN, AND UNMADE, AND CONTEMPORANEOUS WITH GOD, JUST AS MARCION HOLDS OF THE CREATOR, YOU REDUCE THIS LIKEWISE TO THE DIGNITY OF THAT LOCAL SPACE WHICH HAS ENCLOSED TWO GODS, BOTH GOD AND MATTER. FOR MATTER ALSO IS A GOD ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF DEITY, BEING (TO BE SURE) UNBEGOTTEN, AND UNMADE, AND ETERNAL. IF, HOWEVER, IT WAS OUT OF NOTHING THAT HE MADE HIS WORLD, THIS ALSO (OUR HERETIC) WILL BE OBLIGED TO PREDICATE OF THE CREATOR, TO WHOM HE SUBORDINATES MATTER IN THE SUBSTANCE OF THE WORLD. BUT IT WILL BE ONLY RIGHT THAT HE TOO SHOULD HAVE MADE HIS WORLD OUT OF MATTER, BECAUSE THE SAME PROCESS OCCURRED TO HIM AS GOD WHICH LAY BEFORE THE CREATOR AS EQUALLY GOD. AND THUS, YOU MAY, IF YOU PLEASE, RECKON UP SO FAR, THREE GODS AS MARCION'S, THE MAKER, LOCAL SPACE, AND MATTER. FURTHERMORE, HE IN LIKE MANNER MAKES THE CREATOR A GOD IN LOCAL SPACE, WHICH IS ITSELF TO BE APPRAISED ON A PRECISELY IDENTICAL SCALE OF DIGNITY; AND TO HIM AS ITS LORD HE SUBORDINATES MATTER, WHICH IS NOTWITHSTANDING UNBEGOTTEN, AND UNMADE, AND BY REASON HEREOF ETERNAL. WITH THIS MATTER HE FURTHER ASSOCIATES EVIL, AN UNBEGOTTEN PRINCIPLE WITH AN UNBEGOTTEN OBJECT, AN UNMADE WITH AN UNMADE, AND AN ETERNAL WITH AN ETERNAL; SO HERE HE MAKES A FOURTH GOD. ACCORDINGLY, YOU HAVE THREE SUBSTANCES OF DEITY IN THE HIGHER INSTANCES, AND IN THE LOWER ONES FOUR. WHEN TO THESE ARE ADDED THEIR CHRISTS--THE ONE WHICH APPEARED IN THE TIME OF TIBERIUS, THE OTHER WHICH IS PROMISED BY THE CREATOR--MARCION SUFFERS A MANIFEST WRONG FROM THOSE PERSONS WHO ASSUME THAT HE HOLDS TWO GODS, WHEREAS HE IMPLIES NO LESS THAN NINE. THOUGH HE KNOWS IT NOT. 
CHAP. XVI.--MARCION ASSUMES THE EXISTENCE OF TWO GODS FROM THE ANTITHESIS BETWEEN THINGS VISIBLE AND THINGS INVISIBLE. THIS ANTITHETICAL PRINCIPLE IN FACT CHARACTERISTIC OF THE WORKS OF THE CREATOR, THE ONE GOD--MAKER OF ALL THINGS VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE. 
SINCE, THEN, THAT OTHER WORLD DOES NOT APPEAR, NOR ITS GOD EITHER, THE ONLY RESOURCE LEFT TO THEM IS TO DIVIDE THINGS INTO THE TWO CLASSES OF VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, WITH TWO GODS FOR THEIR AUTHORS, AND SO TO CLAIM THE INVISIBLE FOR THEIR OWN, (THE SUPREME) GOD. BUT WHO, EXCEPT A HERETICAL SPIRIT, COULD EVER BRING HIS MIND TO BELIEVE THAT THE INVISIBLE PART OF CREATION BELONGS TO HIM WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY DISPLAYED NO VISIBLE THING, RATHER THAN TO HIM WHO, BY HIS OPERATION ON THE VISIBLE WORLD, PRODUCED A BELIEF IN THE INVISIBLE ALSO, SINCE IT IS FAR MORE REASONABLE TO GIVE ONE'S ASSENT AFTER SOME SAMPLES (OF A WORK) THAN AFTER NONE? WE SHALL SEE TO WHAT AUTHOR EVEN (YOUR FAVORITE) APOSTLE ATTRIBUTES THE INVISIBLE CREATION, WHEN WE COME TO EXAMINE HIM. AT PRESENT (WE WITHHOLD HIS TESTIMONY), FOR WE ARE FOR THE MOST PART ENGAGED IN PREPARING THE WAY, BY MEANS OF COMMON SENSE AND FAIR ARGUMENTS, FOR A BELIEF IN THE FUTURE SUPPORT OF THE SCRIPTURES ALSO. WE AFFIRM, THEN, THAT THIS DIVERSITY OF THINGS VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE MUST ON THIS GROUND BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE CREATOR, EVEN BECAUSE THE WHOLE OF HIS WORK CONSISTS OF DIVERSITIES--OF THINGS CORPOREAL AND INCORPOREAL; OF ANIMATE AND INANIMATE; OF VOCAL AND MUTE OF MOVEABLE AND STATIONARY; OF PRODUCTIVE AND STERILE; OF ARID AND MOIST; OF HOT AND COLD. MAN, TOO, IS HIMSELF SIMILARLY TEMPERED WITH DIVERSITY, BOTH IN HIS BODY AND IN HIS SENSATION. SOME OF HIS MEMBERS ARE STRONG, OTHERS WEAK; SOME COMELY, OTHERS UNCOMELY; SOME TWOFOLD, OTHERS UNIQUE; SOME LIKE, OTHERS UNLIKE. IN LIKE MANNER THERE IS DIVERSITY ALSO IN HIS SENSATION: NOW JOY, THEN ANXIETY; NOW LOVE, THEN HATRED; NOW ANGER, THEN CALMNESS. SINCE THIS IS THE CASE, INASMUCH AS THE WHOLE OF THIS CREATION OF OURS HAS BEEN FASHIONED WITH A RECIPROCAL RIVALRY AMONGST ITS SEVERAL PARTS, THE INVISIBLE ONES ARE DUE TO THE VISIBLE, AND NOT TO BE ASCRIBED TO ANY OTHER AUTHOR THAN HIM TO WHOM THEIR COUNTERPARTS ARE IMPUTED, MARKING AS THEY DO DIVERSITY IN THE CREATOR HIMSELF, WHO ORDERS WHAT HE FORBADE, AND FORBIDS WHAT HE ORDERED; WHO ALSO STRIKES AND HEALS. WHY DO THEY TAKE HIM TO BE UNIFORM IN ONE CLASS OF THINGS ALONE, AS THE CREATOR OF VISIBLE THINGS, AND ONLY THEM; WHEREAS HE OUGHT TO BE BELIEVED TO HAVE CREATED BOTH THE VISIBLE AND THE INVISIBLE, IN JUST THE SAME WAY AS LIFE AND DEATH, OR AS EVIL THINGS AND PEACE? AND VERILY, IF THE INVISIBLE CREATURES ARE GREATER THAN THE VISIBLE, WHICH ARE IN THEIR OWN SPHERE GREAT, SO ALSO IS IT FITTING THAT THE GREATER SHOULD BE HIS TO WHOM THE GREAT BELONG; BECAUSE NEITHER THE GREAT, NOR INDEED THE GREATER, CAN BE SUITABLE PROPERTY FOR ONE WHO SEEMS TO POSSESS NOT EVEN THE SMALLEST THINGS. 
CHAP. XVII.--NOT ENOUGH, AS THE MARCIONITES PRETEND, THAT THE SUPREME GOD SHOULD RESCUE MAN; HE MUST ALSO HAVE CREATED HIM. THE EXISTENCE OF GOD PROVED BY HIS CREATION, A PRIOR CONSIDERATION TO HIS CHARACTER. 
PRESSED BY THESE ARGUMENTS, THEY EXCLAIM: ONE WORK IS SUFFICIENT FOR OUR GOD; HE HAS DELIVERED MAN BY HIS SUPREME AND MOST EXCELLENT GOODNESS, WHICH IS PREFERABLE TO (THE CREATION OF) ALL THE LOCUSTS. WHAT SUPERIOR GOD IS THIS, OF WHOM IT HAS NOT BEEN POSSIBLE TO FIND ANY WORK SO GREAT AS THE MAN OF THE LESSER GOD! NOW WITHOUT DOUBT THE FIRST THING YOU HAVE TO DO IS TO PROVE THAT HE EXISTS, AFTER THE SAME MANNER THAT THE EXISTENCE OF GOD MUST ORDINARILY BE PROVED--BY HIS WORKS; AND ONLY AFTER THAT BY HIS GOOD DEEDS. FOR THE FIRST QUESTION IS, WHETHER HE EXISTS? AND THEN, WHAT IS HIS CHARACTER? THE FORMER IS TO BE TESTED BY HIS WORKS, THE OTHER BY THE BENEFICENCE OF THEM. IT DOES NOT SIMPLY FOLLOW THAT HE EXISTS, BECAUSE HE IS SAID TO HAVE WROUGHT DELIVERANCE FOR MAN; BUT ONLY AFTER IT SHALL HAVE BEEN SETTLED THAT HE EXISTS, WILL THERE BE ROOM FOR SAYING THAT HE HAS AFFECTED THIS LIBERATION. AND EVEN THIS POINT ALSO MUST HAVE ITS OWN EVIDENCE, BECAUSE IT MAY BE QUITE POSSIBLE BOTH THAT HE HAS EXISTENCE, AND YET HAS NOT WROUGHT THE ALLEGED DELIVERANCE. NOW IN THAT SECTION OF OUR WORK WHICH CONCERNED THE QUESTION OF THE UNKNOWN GOD, TWO POINTS WERE MADE CLEAR ENOUGH--BOTH THAT HE HAD CREATED NOTHING: AND THAT HE OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN A CREATOR, IN ORDER TO BE KNOWN BY HIS WORKS; BECAUSE, IF HE HAD EXISTED, HE OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN KNOWN, AND THAT TOO FROM THE BEGINNING OF THINGS; FOR IT WAS NOT FIT THAT GOD SHOULD HAVE LAIN HID. IT WILL BE NECESSARY THAT I SHOULD REVERT TO THE VERY TRUNK OF THAT QUESTION OF THE UNKNOWN GOD, THAT I MAY STRIKE OFF INTO SOME OF ITS OTHER BRANCHES ALSO. FOR IT WILL BE FIRST OF ALL PROPER TO INQUIRE, WHY HE, WHO AFTERWARDS BROUGHT HIMSELF INTO NOTICE, DID SO--SO LATE, AND NOT AT THE VERY FIRST? FROM CREATURES, WITH WHICH AS GOD HE WAS INDEED SO CLOSELY CONNECTED (AND THE CLOSER THIS CONNECTION WAS, THE GREATER WAS HIS GOODNESS), HE OUGHT NEVER TO HAVE BEEN HIDDEN. FOR IT CANNOT BE PRETENDED THAT THERE WAS NOT EITHER ANY MEANS OF ARRIVING AT THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, OR A GOOD REASON FOR IT, WHEN FROM THE BEGINNING MAN WAS IN THE WORLD, FOR WHOM THE DELIVERANCE IS NOW COME; AS WAS ALSO THAT MALEVOLENCE OF THE CREATOR, IN OPPOSITION TO WHICH THE GOOD GOD HAS WROUGHT THE DELIVERANCE. HE WAS THEREFORE EITHER IGNORANT OF THE GOOD REASON FOR AND MEANS OF HIS OWN NECESSARY MANIFESTATION, OR DOUBTED THEM; OR ELSE WAS EITHER UNABLE OR UNWILLING TO ENCOUNTER THEM. ALL THESE ALTERNATIVES ARE UNWORTHY OF GOD, ESPECIALLY THE SUPREME AND BEST. THIS TOPIC, HOWEVER, WE SHALL AFTERWARDS MORE FULLY TREAT, WITH A CONDEMNATION OF THE TARDY MANIFESTATION; WE AT PRESENT SIMPLY POINT IT OUT. 
CHAP. XVIII.--NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR CONCEITS, THE GOD OF THE MARCIONITES FAILS IN THE VOUCHERS BOTH OF CREATED EVIDENCE AND OF ADEQUATE REVELATION. 
WELL, THEN, HE HAS NOW ADVANCED INTO NOTICE, JUST WHEN HE WILLED, WHEN HE COULD, WHEN THE DESTINED HOUR ARRIVED. FOR PERHAPS HE WAS HINDERED HITHERTO BY HIS LEADING STAR, OR SOME WEIRD MALIGNANTS, OR SATURN IN QUADRATURE, OR MARS AT THE TRINE. THE MARCIONITES ARE VERY STRONGLY ADDICTED TO ASTROLOGY; NOR DO THEY BLUSH TO GET THEIR LIVELIHOOD BY HELP OF THE VERY STARS WHICH WERE MADE BY THE CREATOR (WHOM THEY DEPRECIATE). WE MUST HERE ALSO TREAT OF THE QUALITY OF THE (NEW) REVELATION; WHETHER MARCION'S SUPREME GOD HAS BECOME KNOWN IN A WAY WORTHY OF HIM, SO AS TO SECURE THE PROOF OF HIS EXISTENCE: AND IN THE WAY OF TRUTH, SO THAT HE MAY BE BELIEVED TO BE THE VERY BEING WHO HAD BEEN ALREADY PROVED TO HAVE BEEN REVEALED IN A MANNER WORTHY OF HIS CHARACTER. FOR THINGS WHICH ARE WORTHY OF GOD WILL PROVE THE EXISTENCE OF GOD. WE MAINTAIN THAT GOD MUST FIRST BE KNOWN FROM NATURE, AND AFTERWARDS AUTHENTICATED BY INSTRUCTION: FROM NATURE BY HIS WORKS; BY INSTRUCTION, THROUGH HIS REVEALED ANNOUNCEMENTS. NOW, IN A CASE WHERE NATURE IS EXCLUDED, NO NATURAL MEANS (OF KNOWLEDGE) ARE FURNISHED. HE OUGHT, THEREFORE, TO HAVE CAREFULLY SUPPLIED A REVELATION OF HIMSELF, EVEN BY ANNOUNCEMENTS, ESPECIALLY AS HE HAD TO BE REVEALED IN OPPOSITION TO ONE WHO, AFTER SO MANY AND SO GREAT WORKS, BOTH OF CREATION AND REVEALED ANNOUNCEMENT, HAD WITH DIFFICULTY SUCCEEDED IN SATISFYING MEN'S FAITH. IN WHAT MANNER, THEREFORE, HAS THE REVELATION BEEN MADE? IF BY MAN'S CONJECTURAL GUESSES, DO NOT SAY THAT GOD CAN POSSIBLY BECOME KNOWN IN ANY OTHER WAY THAN BY HIMSELF, AND APPEAL NOT ONLY TO THE STANDARD OF THE CREATOR, BUT TO THE CONDITIONS BOTH OF GOD'S GREATNESS AND MAN'S LITTLENESS; SO THAT MAN SEEM NOT BY ANY POSSIBILITY TO BE GREATER THAN GOD, BY HAVING SOMEHOW DRAWN HIM OUT INTO PUBLIC RECOGNITION, WHEN HE WAS HIMSELF UNWILLING TO BECOME KNOWN BY HIS OWN ENERGIES, ALTHOUGH MAN'S LITTLENESS HAS BEEN ABLE, ACCORDING TO EXPERIMENTS ALL OVER THE WORLD, MORE EASILY TO FASHION FOR ITSELF GODS, THAN TO FOLLOW THE TRUE GOD WHOM MEN NOW UNDERSTAND BY NATURE. AS FOR THE REST, IF MAN SHALL BE THUS ABLE TO DEVISE A GOD, AS ROMULUS DID CONSUS, AND TATIUS CLOACINA, AND HOSTILIUS FEAR, AND METELLUS ALBURNUS, AND A CERTAIN AUTHORITY SOME TIME SINCE ANTINOUS,--THE SAME ACCOMPLISHMENT MAY BE ALLOWED TO OTHERS. AS FOR US, WE HAVE FOUND OUR PILOT IN MARCION, ALTHOUGH NOT A KING NOR AN EMPEROR. 
CHAP. XIX.--JESUS CHRIST, THE REVEALER OF THE CREATOR, COULD NOT BE THE SAME AS MARCION'S GOD, WHO WAS ONLY MADE KNOWN BY THE HERETIC SOME CXV. YEARS AFTER CHRIST, AND THAT, TOO, ON A PRINCIPLE UTTERLY UNSUITED TO THE TEACHING OF JESUS CHRIST, I.E., THE OPPOSITION BETWEEN THE LAW AND THE GOSPELS. 
WELL, BUT OUR GOD, SAY THE MARCIONITES, ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT MANIFEST HIMSELF FROM THE BEGINNING AND BY MEANS OF THE CREATION, HAS YET REVEALED HIMSELF IN CHRIST JESUS. A BOOK WILL BE DEVOTED TO CHRIST, TREATING OF HIS ENTIRE STATE; FOR IT IS DESIRABLE THAT THESE SUBJECT-MATTERS SHOULD BE DISTINGUISHED ONE FROM ANOTHER, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY RECEIVE A FULLER AND MORE METHODICAL TREATMENT. MEANWHILE IT WILL BE SUFFICIENT IF, AT THIS STAGE OF THE QUESTION, I SHOW--AND THAT BUT BRIEFLY--THAT CHRIST JESUS IS THE REVEALER OF NONE, OTHER GOD, BUT THE CREATOR. IN THE FIFTEENTH YEAR OF TIBERIUS, CHRIST JESUS VOUCHSAFED TO COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AS THE SPIRIT OF SAVING HEALTH. I CARED NOT TO INQUIRE, INDEED, IN WHAT PARTICULAR YEAR OF THE ELDER ANTONINUS. HE WHO HAD SO GRACIOUS A PURPOSE DID RATHER, LIKE A PESTILENTIAL SIROCCO, EXHALE THIS HEALTH OR SALVATION, WHICH MARCION TEACHES FROM HIS PONTUS. OF THIS TEACHER THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT HE IS A HERETIC OF THE ANTONINE PERIOD, IMPIOUS UNDER THE PIOUS. NOW, FROM TIBERIUS TO ANTONINUS PIUS, THERE ARE ABOUT 115 YEARS AND 6 1/2 MONTHS. JUST SUCH AN INTERVAL DO THEY PLACE BETWEEN CHRIST AND MARCION. INASMUCH, THEN, AS MARCION, AS WE HAVE SHOWN, FIRST INTRODUCED THIS GOD TO NOTICE IN THE TIME OF ANTONINUS, THE MATTER BECOMES AT ONCE CLEAR, IF YOU ARE A SHREWD OBSERVER. THE DATES ALREADY DECIDE THE CASE, THAT HE WHO CAME TO LIGHT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE REIGN OF ANTONINUS, DID NOT APPEAR IN THAT OF TIBERIUS; IN OTHER WORDS, THAT THE GOD OF THE ANTONINE PERIOD WAS NOT THE GOD OF THE TIBERIAN; AND CONSEQUENTLY, THAT HE WHOM MARCION HAS PLAINLY PREACHED FOR THE FIRST TIME, WAS NOT REVEALED BY CHRIST (WHO ANNOUNCED HIS REVELATION AS EARLY AS THE REIGN OF TIBERIUS). NOW, TO PROVE CLEARLY WHAT REMAINS OF THE ARGUMENT, I SHALL DRAW MATERIALS FROM MY VERY ADVERSARIES. MARCION'S SPECIAL AND PRINCIPAL WORK IS THE SEPARATION OF THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL; AND HIS DISCIPLES WILL NOT DENY THAT IN THIS POINT THEY HAVE THEIR VERY BEST PRETEXT FOR INITIATING AND CONFIRMING THEMSELVES IN HIS HERESY. THESE ARE MARCION'S ANTITHESES, OR CONTRADICTORY PROPOSITIONS, WHICH AIM AT COMMITTING THE GOSPEL TO A VARIANCE WITH THE LAW, IN ORDER THAT FROM THE DIVERSITY OF THE TWO DOCUMENTS WHICH CONTAIN THEM, THEY MAY CONTEND FOR A DIVERSITY OF GODS ALSO. SINCE, THEREFORE, IT IS THIS VERY OPPOSITION BETWEEN THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL WHICH HAS SUGGESTED THAT THE GOD OF THE GOSPEL IS DIFFERENT FROM THE GOD OF THE LAW, IT IS CLEAR THAT, BEFORE THE SAID SEPARATION, THAT GOD COULD NOT HAVE BEEN KNOWN WHO BECAME KNOWN FROM THE ARGUMENT OF THE SEPARATION ITSELF. HE THEREFORE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN REVEALED BY CHRIST, WHO CAME BEFORE THE SEPARATION, BUT MUST HAVE BEEN DEVISED BY MARCION, THE AUTHOR OF THE BREACH OF PEACE BETWEEN THE GOSPEL AND THE LAW. NOW THIS PEACE, WHICH HAD REMAINED UNHURT AND UNSHAKEN FROM CHRIST'S APPEARANCE TO THE TIME OF MARCION'S AUDACIOUS DOCTRINE, WAS NO DOUBT MAINTAINED BY THAT WAY OF THINKING, WHICH FIRMLY HELD THAT THE GOD OF BOTH LAW AND GOSPEL WAS NONE OTHER THAN THE CREATOR, AGAINST WHOM AFTER SO LONG A TIME A SEPARATION HAS BEEN INTRODUCED BY THE HERETIC OF PONTUS. 
CHAP.XX.--MARCION, JUSTIFYING HIS ANTITHESIS BETWEEN THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL BY THE CONTENTION OF ST. PAUL WITH ST. PETER, SHOWN TO HAVE MISTAKEN ST. PAUL'S POSITION AND ARGUMENT. MARCION'S DOCTRINE CONFUTED OUT OF ST. PAUL'S TEACHING, WHICH AGREES WHOLLY WITH THE CREATOR'S DECREES. 
THIS MOST PATENT CONCLUSION REQUIRES TO BE DEFENDED BY US AGAINST THE CLAMOURS OF THE OPPOSITE SIDE. FOR THEY ALLEGE THAT MARCION DID NOT SO MUCH INNOVATE ON THE RULE (OF FAITH) BY HIS SEPARATION OF THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL, AS RESTORE IT AFTER IT HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY ADULTERATED. O CHRIST, MOST ENDURING LORD, WHO DIDST BEAR SO MANY YEARS WITH THIS INTERFERENCE WITH THY REVELATION, UNTIL MARCION FORSOOTH CAME TO THY RESCUE! NOW THEY ADDUCE THE CASE OF PETER HIMSELF, AND THE OTHERS, WHO WERE PILLARS OF THE APOSTOLATE, AS HAVING BEEN BLAMED BY PAUL FOR NOT WALKING UPRIGHTLY, ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL--THAT VERY PAUL INDEED, WHO, BEING YET IN THE MERE RUDIMENTS OF GRACE, AND TREMBLING, IN SHORT, LEST HE SHOULD HAVE RUN OR WERE STILL RUNNING IN VAIN, THEN FOR THE FIRST TIME HELD INTERCOURSE WITH THOSE WHO WERE APOSTLES BEFORE HIMSELF. THEREFORE BECAUSE, IN THE EAGERNESS OF HIS ZEAL AGAINST JUDAISM AS A NEOPHYTE, HE THOUGHT THAT THERE WAS SOMETHING TO BE BLAMED IN THEIR CONDUCT--EVEN THE PROMISCUOUSNESS OF THEIR CONVERSATION--BUT AFTERWARDS WAS HIMSELF TO BECOME IN HIS PRACTICE ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN, THAT HE MIGHT GAIN ALL,--TO THE JEWS, AS A JEW, AND TO THEM THAT WERE UNDER THE LAW, AS UNDER THE LAW,--YOU WOULD HAVE HIS CENSURE, WHICH WAS MERELY DIRECTED AGAINST CONDUCT DESTINED TO BECOME ACCEPTABLE EVEN TO THEIR ACCUSER, SUSPECTED OF PREVARICATION AGAINST GOD ON A POINT OF PUBLIC DOCTRINE. TOUCHING THEIR PUBLIC DOCTRINE, HOWEVER, THEY HAD, AS WE HAVE ALREADY SAID, JOINED HANDS IN PERFECT CONCORD, AND HAD AGREED ALSO IN THE DIVISION OF THEIR LABOUR IN THEIR FELLOWSHIP OF THE GOSPEL, AS THEY HAD INDEED IN ALL OTHER RESPECTS: "WHETHER IT, WERE I OR THEY, SO WE PREACH." WHEN, AGAIN, HE MENTIONED "CERTAIN FALSE BRETHREN AS HAVING CREPT IN UNAWARES," WHO WISHED TO REMOVE THE GALATIANS INTO ANOTHER GOSPEL, HE HIMSELF SHOWS THAT THAT ADULTERATION OF THE GOSPEL WAS NOT MEANT TO TRANSFER THEM TO THE FAITH OF ANOTHER GOD AND CHRIST, BUT RATHER TO PERPETUATE THE TEACHING OF THE LAW; BECAUSE HE BLAMES THEM FOR MAINTAINING CIRCUMCISION, AND OBSERVING TIMES, AND DAYS, AND MONTHS, AND YEARS, ACCORDING TO THOSE JEWISH CEREMONIES WHICH THEY OUGHT TO HAVE KNOWN WERE NOW ABROGATED, ACCORDING TO THE NEW DISPENSATION PURPOSED BY THE CREATOR HIMSELF, WHO OF OLD FORETOLD THIS VERY THING BY HIS PROPHETS. THUS, HE SAYS BY ISAIAH: OLD THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY. "BEHOLD, I WILL DO A NEW THING." AND IN ANOTHER PASSAGE: "I WILL MAKE A NEW COVENANT, NOT ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT THAT I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS, WHEN I BROUGHT THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT." IN LIKE MANNER BY JEREMIAH: MAKE TO YOURSELVES A NEW COVENANT, "CIRCUMCISE YOURSELVES TO THE LORD, AND TAKE AWAY THE FORESKINS OF YOUR HEART." IT IS THIS CIRCUMCISION, THEREFORE, AND THIS RENEWAL, WHICH THE APOSTLE INSISTED ON, WHEN HE FORBADE THOSE ANCIENT CEREMONIES CONCERNING WHICH THEIR VERY FOUNDER ANNOUNCED THAT THEY WERE ONE DAY TO CEASE; THUS, BY HOSEA: "I WILL ALSO CAUSE ALL HER MIRTH TO CEASE, HER FEAST-DAYS, HER NEW MOONS, AND HER SABBATHS, AND ALL HER SOLEMN FEASTS.'' SO LIKEWISE, BY ISAIAH: "THE NEW MOONS, AND SABBATHS, THE CALLING OF ASSEMBLIES, I CANNOT AWAY WITH; YOUR HOLY DAYS, AND FASTS, AND FEAST-DAYS, MY SOUL HATETH." NOW, IF EVEN THE CREATOR HAD SO LONG BEFORE DISCARDED ALL THESE THINGS, AND THE APOSTLE WAS NOW PROCLAIMING THEM TO BE WORTHY OF RENUNCIATION, THE VERY AGREEMENT OF THE APOSTLE'S MEANING WITH THE DECREES OF THE CREATOR PROVES THAT NONE OTHER GOD WAS PREACHED BY THE APOSTLE THAN HE WHOSE PURPOSES HE NOW WISHED TO HAVE RECOGNIZED, BRANDING AS FALSE BOTH APOSTLES AND BRETHREN, FOR THE EXPRESS REASON THAT THEY WERE PUSHING BACK THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST THE CREATOR FROM THE NEW CONDITION WHICH THE CREATOR HAD FORETOLD, TO THE OLD ONE WHICH HE HAD DISCARDED. 
CHAP. XXI.--ST. PAUL PREACHED NO NEW GOD, WHEN HE ANNOUNCED THE REPEAL OF SOME OE GOD'S ANCIENT ORDINANCES. NEVER ANY HESITATION ABOUT BELIEF IN THE CREATOR, AS THE GOD WHOM CHRIST REVEALED, UNTIL MARCION'S HERESY. 
NOW IF IT WAS WITH THE VIEW OF PREACHING A NEW GOD THAT HE WAS EAGER TO ABROGATE THE LAW OF THE OLD GOD, HOW IS IT THAT HE PRESCRIBES NO RULE ABOUT THE NEW GOD, BUT SOLELY ABOUT THE OLD LAW, IF IT BE NOT BECAUSE FAITH IN THE CREATOR WAS STILL TO CONTINUE, AND HIS LAW ALONE WAS TO COME TO AN END?--JUST AS THE PSALMIST HAD DECLARED: "LET US BREAK THEIR BANDS ASUNDER, AND CAST AWAY THEIR CORDS FROM US. WHY DO THE HEATHEN RAGE, AND THE PEOPLE IMAGINE A VAIN THING? THE KINGS OF THE EARTH STAND UP, AND THE RULERS TAKE COUNSEL TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD, AND AGAINST HIS ANOINTED." AND, INDEED, IF ANOTHER GOD WERE PREACHED BY PAUL, THERE COULD BE NO DOUBT ABOUT THE LAW, WHETHER IT, WERE TO BE KEPT OR NOT, BECAUSE OF COURSE IT WOULD NOT BELONG TO THE NEW LORD, THE ENEMY OF THE LAW. THE VERY NEWNESS AND DIFFERENCE OF THE GOD WOULD TAKE AWAY NOT ONLY ALL QUESTION ABOUT THE OLD AND ALIEN LAW, BUT EVEN ALL MENTION OF IT. BUT THE WHOLE QUESTION, AS IT THEN STOOD, WAS THIS, THAT ALTHOUGH THE GOD OF THE LAW WAS THE SAME AS WAS PREACHED IN CHRIST, YET THERE WAS A DISPARAGEMENT OF HIS LAW. PERMANENT STILL, THEREFORE, STOOD FAITH IN THE CREATOR AND IN HIS CHRIST; MANNER OF LIFE AND DISCIPLINE ALONE FLUCTUATED. SOME DISPUTED ABOUT EATING IDOL SACRIFICES, OTHERS ABOUT THE VEILED DRESS OF WOMEN, OTHERS AGAIN ABOUT MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE, AND SOME EVEN ABOUT THE HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION; BUT ABOUT GOD NO ONE DISPUTED. NOW, IF THIS QUESTION ALSO HAD ENTERED INTO DISPUTE, SURELY IT WOULD BE FOUND IN THE APOSTLE, AND THAT TOO AS A GREAT AND VITAL POINT. NO DOUBT, AFTER THE TIME OF THE APOSTLES, THE TRUTH RESPECTING THE BELIEF OF GOD SUFFERED CORRUPTION, BUT IT IS EQUALLY CERTAIN THAT DURING THE LIFE OF THE APOSTLES THEIR TEACHING ON THIS GREAT ARTICLE DID NOT SUFFER AT ALL; SO THAT NO OTHER TEACHING WILL HAVE THE FIGHT OF BEING RECEIVED AS APOSTOLIC THAN THAT WHICH IS AT THE PRESENT DAY PROCLAIMED IN THE CHURCHES OF APOSTOLIC FOUNDATION. YOU WILL, HOWEVER, FIND NO CHURCH OF APOSTOLIC ORIGIN BUT SUCH AS REPOSES ITS CHRISTIAN FAITH IN THE CREATOR. BUT IF THE CHURCHES SHALL PROVE TO HAVE BEEN CORRUPT FROM THE BEGINNING, WHERE SHALL THE PURE ONES BE FOUND? WILL IT BE AMONGST THE ADVERSARIES OF THE CREATOR? SHOW US, THEN, ONE OF YOUR CHURCHES, TRACING ITS DESCENT FROM AN APOSTLE, AND YOU WILL HAVE GAINED THE DAY. FORASMUCH THEN AS IT IS ON ALL ACCOUNTS EVIDENT THAT THERE WAS FROM CHRIST DOWN TO MARCION'S TIME NO OTHER GOD IN THE RULE OF SACRED TRUTH'S THAN THE CREATOR, THE PROOF OF OUR ARGUMENT IS SUFFICIENTLY ESTABLISHED, IN WHICH WE HAVE SHOWN THAT THE GOD OF OUR HERETIC FIRST BECAME KNOWN BY HIS SEPARATION OF THE GOSPEL AND THE LAW. OUR PREVIOUS POSITION IS ACCORDINGLY MADE GOOD, THAT NO GOD IS TO BE BELIEVED WHOM ANY MAN HAS DEVISED OUT OF HIS OWN CONCEITS; EXCEPT INDEED THE MAN BE A PROPHET, AND THEN HIS OWN CONCEITS WOULD NOT BE CONCERNED IN THE MATTER. IF MARCION, HOWEVER, SHALL BE ABLE TO LAY CLAIM TO THIS INSPIRED CHARACTER, IT WILL BE NECESSARY FOR IT TO BE SHOWN. THERE MUST BE NO DOUBT OR PALTERING. FOR ALL HERESY IS THRUST OUT BY THIS WEDGE OF THE TRUTH, THAT CHRIST IS PROVED TO BE THE REVEALER OF NO GOD ELSE BUT THE CREATOR. 
CHAP. XXII.--GOD'S ATTRIBUTE OF GOODNESS CONSIDERED AS NATURAL; THE GOD OF MARCION FOUND WANTING HEREIN. IT CAME NOT TO MAN'S RESCUE WHEN FIRST WANTED. 
BUT HOW SHALL (THIS) ANTICHRIST BE FULLY OVERTHROWN UNLESS WE RELAX OUR DEFENSE BY MERE PRESCRIPTION, AND GIVE OURSELVES SCOPE FOR REBUTTING ALL HIS OTHER ATTACKS? LET US THEREFORE NEXT TAKE THE VERY PERSON OF GOD HIMSELF, OR RATHER HIS SHADOW OR PHANTOM, AS WE HAVE IT IN CHRIST, AND LET HIM BE EXAMINED BY THAT CONDITION WHICH MAKES HIM SUPERIOR TO THE CREATOR. AND UNDOUBTEDLY THERE WILL COME TO HAND UNMISTAKEABLE RULES FOR EXAMINING GOD'S GOODNESS. MY FIRST POINT, HOWEVER, IS TO DISCOVER AND APPREHEND THE ATTRIBUTE, AND THEN TO DRAW IT OUT INTO RULES. NOW, WHEN I SURVEY THE SUBJECT IN ITS ASPECTS OF TIME, I NOWHERE DESCRY IT FROM THE BEGINNING OF MATERIAL EXISTENCES, OR AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THOSE CAUSES, WITH WHICH IT OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN FOUND, PROCEEDING THENCE TO DO WHATEVER HAD TO BE DONE. FOR THERE WAS DEATH ALREADY, AND SIN THE STING OF DEATH, AND THAT MALIGNITY TOO OF THE CREATOR, AGAINST WHICH THE GOODNESS OF THE OTHER GOD SHOULD HAVE BEEN READY TO BRING RELIEF; FALLING IN WITH THIS AS THE PRIMARY RULE OF THE DIVINE GOODNESS (IF IT WERE TO PROVE ITSELF A NATURAL AGENCY), AT ONCE COMING AS A SUCCOR WHEN THE CAUSE FOR IT BEGAN. FOR IN GOD ALL THINGS SHOULD BE NATURAL AND INBRED, JUST LIKE HIS OWN CONDITION INDEED, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY BE ETERNAL, AND SO NOT BE ACCOUNTED CASUAL AND EXTRANEOUS, AND THEREBY TEMPORARY AND WANTING IN ETERNITY. IN GOD, THEREFORE, GOODNESS IS REQUIRED TO BE BOTH PERPETUAL AND UNBROKEN, SUCH AS, BEING STORED UP AND KEPT READY IN THE TREASURES OF HIS NATURAL PROPERTIES, MIGHT PRECEDE ITS OWN CAUSES AND MATERIAL DEVELOPMENTS; AND IF THUS PRECEDING, MIGHT UNDERLIE EVERY FIRST MATERIAL CAUSE, INSTEAD OF LOOKING AT IT FROM A DISTANCE, AND STANDING ALOOF FROM IT. IN SHORT, HERE TOO I MUST INQUIRE, WHY HIS GOODNESS DID NOT OPERATE FROM THE BEGINNING? NO LESS POINTEDLY THAN WHEN WE INQUIRED CONCERNING HIMSELF, WHY HE WAS NOT REVEALED FROM THE VERY FIRST? WHY, THEN, DID IT NOT? SINCE HE HAD TO BE REVEALED BY HIS GOODNESS IF HE HAD ANY EXISTENCE. THAT GOD SHOULD AT ALL FAIL IN POWER MUST NOT BE THOUGHT, MUCH LESS THAT HE SHOULD NOT DISCHARGE ALL HIS NATURAL FUNCTIONS; FOR IF THESE WERE RESTRAINED FROM RUNNING THEIR COURSE, THEY WOULD CEASE TO BE NATURAL. MOREOVER, THE NATURE OF GOD HIM SELF KNOWS NOTHING OF INACTIVITY. HENCE (HIS GOODNESS) IS RECKONED AS HAVING A BEGINNING, IF IT ACTS. IT WILL THUS BE EVIDENT THAT HE HAD NO UNWILLINGNESS TO EXERCISE HIS GOODNESS AT ANY TIME ON ACCOUNT OF HIS NATURE. INDEED, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT HE SHOULD BE UNWILLING BECAUSE OF HIS NATURE, SINCE THAT SO DIRECTS ITSELF THAT IT WOULD NO LONGER EXIST IF IT CEASED TO ACT. IN MARCION'S GOD, HOWEVER, GOODNESS CEASED FROM OPERATION AT SOME TIME OR OTHER. A GOODNESS, THEREFORE, WHICH COULD THUS AT ANY TIME HAVE CEASED ITS ACTION WAS NOT NATURAL, BECAUSE WITH NATURAL PROPERTIES SUCH CESSATION IS INCOMPATIBLE. AND IF IT SHALL NOT PROVE TO BE NATURAL, IT MUST NO LONGER BE BELIEVED TO BE ETERNAL NOR COMPETENT TO DEITY; BECAUSE IT CANNOT BE ETERNAL SO LONG AS, FAILING TO BE NATURAL, IT NEITHER PROVIDES FROM THE PAST NOR GUARANTEES FOR THE FUTURE ANY MEANS OF PERPETUATING ITSELF. NOW AS A FACT IT EXISTED NOT FROM THE BEGINNING, AND, DOUBTLESS, WILL NOT ENDURE TO THE END. FOR IT IS POSSIBLE FOR IT TO FAIL IN EXISTENCE SOME FUTURE TIME OR OTHER, AS IT HAS FAILED IN SOME PAST PERIOD. FORASMUCH, THEN, AS THE GOODNESS OF MARCION'S GOD FAILED IN THE BEGINNING (FOR HE DID NOT FROM THE FIRST DELIVER MAN), THIS FAILURE MUST HAVE BEEN THE EFFECT OF WILL RATHER THAN OF INFIRMITY. NOW A WILFUL SUPPRESSION OF GOODNESS WILL BE FOUND TO HAVE A MALIGNANT END IN VIEW. FOR WHAT MALIGNITY IS SO GREAT AS TO BE UNWILLING TO DO GOOD WHEN ONE CAN, OR TO THWART WHAT IS USEFUL, OR TO PERMIT INJURY? THE WHOLE DESCRIPTION, THEREFORE, OF MARCION'S CREATOR WILL HAVE TO BE TRANSFERRED TO HIS NEW GOD, WHO HELPED ON THE RUTHLESS PROCEEDINGS OF THE FORMER BY THE RETARDATION OF HIS OWN GOODNESS. FOR WHOSOEVER HAS IT IN HIS POWER TO PREVENT THE HAPPENING OF A THING, IS ACCOUNTED RESPONSIBLE FOR IT IF IT SHOULD OCCUR. MAN IS CONDEMNED TO DEATH FOR TASTING THE FRUIT OF ONE POOR TREE, AND THENCE PROCEED SINS WITH THEIR PENALTIES; AND NOW ALL ARE PERISHING WHO YET NEVER SAW A SINGLE SOD OF PARADISE. AND ALL THIS YOUR BETTER GOD EITHER IS IGNORANT OF, OR ELSE BROOKS. IS IT THAT HE MIGHT ON THIS ACCOUNT BE DEEMED THE BETTER, AND THE CREATOR BE REGARDED AS ALL THAT THE WORSE? EVEN IF THIS WERE HIS PURPOSE, HE WOULD BE MALICIOUS ENOUGH, FOR BOTH WISHING TO AGGRAVATE HIS RIVAL'S OBLOQUY BY PERMITTING HIS (EVIL) WORKS TO BE DONE, AND BY KEEPING THE WORLD HARASSED BY THE WRONG. WHAT WOULD YOU THINK OF A PHYSICIAN WHO SHOULD ENCOURAGE A DISEASE BY WITHHOLDING THE REMEDY, AND PROLONG THE DANGER BY DELAYING HIS PRESCRIPTION, IN ORDER THAT HIS CURE MIGHT BE MORE-COSTLY AND MORE RENOWNED? SUCH MUST BE THE SENTENCE TO BE PRONOUNCED AGAINST MARCION'S GOD: TOLERANT OF EVIL, ENCOURAGING WRONG, WHEEDLING ABOUT HIS GRACE, PREVARICATING IN HIS GOODNESS, WHICH HE DID NOT EXHIBIT SIMPLY ON ITS OWN ACCOUNT, BUT WHICH HE MUST MEAN TO EXHIBIT PURELY, IF HE IS GOOD BY NATURE AND NOT BY ACQUISITION, IF HE IS SUPREMELY GOOD IN ATTRIBUTE AND NOT BY DISCIPLINE, IF HE IS GOD FROM ETERNITY AND NOT FROM TIBERIUS, NAY (TO SPEAK MORE TRULY), FROM CERDON ONLY AND MARCION. AS THE CASE NOW STANDS, HOWEVER, SUCH A GOD AS WE ARE CONSIDERING WOULD HAVE BEEN MORE FIT FOR TIBERIUS, THAT THE GOODNESS OF THE DIVINE BEING MIGHT BE INAUGURATED IN THE WORLD UNDER HIS IMPERIAL SWAY! 
CHAP. XXIII.--GOD'S ATTRIBUTE OF GOODNESS CONSIDERED AS RATIONAL. MARCION'S GOD DEFECTIVE HERE ALSO; HIS GOODNESS IRRATIONAL AND MISAPPLIED. 
HERE IS ANOTHER RULE FOR HIM. ALL THE PROPERTIES OF GOD OUGHT TO BE AS RATIONAL AS THEY ARE NATURAL. I REQUIRE REASON IN HIS GOODNESS, BECAUSE NOTHING ELSE CAN PROPERLY BE ACCOUNTED GOOD THAN THAT WHICH IS RATIONALLY GOOD; MUCH LESS CAN GOODNESS ITSELF BE DETECTED IN ANY IRRATIONALITY. MORE EASILY WILL AN EVIL THING WHICH HAS SOMETHING RATIONAL BELONGING TO IT BE ACCOUNTED GOOD, THAN THAT A GOOD THING BEREFT OF ALL REASONABLE QUALITY SHOULD ESCAPE BEING REGARDED AS EVIL. NOW I DENY THAT THE GOODNESS OF MARCION'S GOD IS RATIONAL, ON THIS ACCOUNT FIRST, BECAUSE IT PROCEEDED TO THE SALVATION OF A HUMAN CREATURE WHICH WAS ALIEN TO HIM. I AM AWARE OF THE PLEA WHICH THEY WILL ADDUCE, THAT THAT IS RATHER A PRIMARY AND PERFECT GOODNESS WHICH IS SHED VOLUNTARILY AND FREELY UPON STRANGERS WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATION OF FRIENDSHIP, ON THE PRINCIPLE THAT WE ARE BIDDEN TO LOVE EVEN OUR ENEMIES, SUCH AS ARE ALSO ON THAT VERY ACCOUNT STRANGERS TO US. NOW, INASMUCH AS FROM THE FIRST HE HAD NO REGARD FOR MAN, A STRANGER TO HIM FROM THE FIRST, HE SETTLED BEFOREHAND, BY THIS NEGLECT OF HIS, THAT HE HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH AN ALIEN CREATURE. BESIDES, THE RULE OF LOVING A STRANGER OR ENEMY IS PRECEDED BY THE PRECEPT OF YOUR LOVING YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF; AND THIS PRECEPT, ALTHOUGH COMING FROM THE CREATOR'S LAW, EVEN YOU OUGHT TO RECEIVE, BECAUSE, SO FAR FROM BEING ABROGATED BY CHRIST, IT HAS RATHER BEEN CONFIRMED BY HIM. FOR YOU ARE BIDDEN TO LOVE YOUR ENEMY AND THE STRANGER, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR THE BETTER. THE REQUIREMENT OF THE UNDUE IS AN AUGMENTATION OF THE DUE BENEVOLENCE. BUT THE DUE PRECEDES THE UNDUE, AS THE PRINCIPAL QUALITY, AND MORE-WORTHY OF THE OTHER, FOR ITS ATTENDANT AND COMPANION. SINCE, THEREFORE, THE FIRST STEP IN THE REASONABLENESS OF THE DIVINE GOODNESS IS THAT IT DISPLAYS ITSELF ON ITS PROPER OBJECT IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ONLY AT ITS SECOND STAGE ON AN ALIEN OBJECT BY A REDUNDANT RIGHTEOUSNESS OVER AND ABOVE THAT OF SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, HOW COMES IT TO PASS THAT THE SECOND IS ATTRIBUTED TO HIM WHO FAILS IN THE FIRST, NOT HAVING MAN FOR HIS PROPER OBJECT, AND WHO MAKES HIS GOODNESS ON THIS VERY ACCOUNT DEFECTIVE? MOREOVER, HOW COULD A DEFECTIVE BENEVOLENCE, WHICH HAD NO PROPER OBJECT WHEREON TO EXPEND ITSELF, OVERFLOW ON AN ALIEN ONE? CLEAR UP THE FIRST STEP, AND THEN VINDICATE THE NEXT. NOTHING CAN BE CLAIMED AS RATIONAL WITHOUT ORDER, MUCH LESS CAN REASON ITSELF DISPENSE WITH ORDER IN ANY ONE. SUPPOSE NOW THE DIVINE GOODNESS BEGIN AT THE SECOND STAGE OF ITS RATIONAL OPERATION, THAT IS TO SAY, ON THE STRANGER, THIS SECOND STAGE WILL NOT BE CONSISTENT IN RATIONALITY IF IT BE IMPAIRED IN ANY WAY ELSE. FOR ONLY THEN WILL EVEN THE SECOND STAGE OF GOODNESS, THAT WHICH IS DISPLAYED TOWARDS THE STRANGER, BE ACCOUNTED RATIONAL, WHEN IT OPERATES WITHOUT WRONG TO HIM WHO HAS THE FIRST CLAIM. IT IS RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH BEFORE EVERYTHING ELSE MAKES ALL GOODNESS RATIONAL. IT WILL THUS BE RATIONAL IN ITS PRINCIPAL STAGE, WHEN MANIFESTED ON ITS PROPER OBJECT, IF IT BE RIGHTEOUS. AND THUS, IN LIKE MANNER, IT WILL BE ABLE TO APPEAR RATIONAL, WHEN DISPLAYED TOWARDS THE STRANGER, IF IT BE NOT UNRIGHTEOUS. BUT WHAT SORT OF GOODNESS IS THAT WHICH IS MANIFESTED IN WRONG, AND THAT IN BEHALF OF AN ALIEN CREATURE? FOR PERADVENTURE A BENEVOLENCE, EVEN WHEN OPERATING INJURIOUSLY, MIGHT BE DEEMED TO SOME EXTENT RATIONAL, IF EXERTED FOR ONE OF OUR OWN HOUSE AND HOME. BY WHAT RULE, HOWEVER, CAN AN UNJUST BENEVOLENCE, DISPLAYED ON BEHALF OF A STRANGER, TO WHOM NOT EVEN AN HONEST ONE IS LEGITIMATELY DUE, BE DEFENDED AS A RATIONAL ONE? FOR WHAT IS MORE UNRIGHTEOUS, MORE UNJUST, MORE DISHONEST, THAN SO TO BENEFIT AN ALIEN SLAVE AS TO TAKE HIM AWAY FROM HIS MASTER, CLAIM HIM AS THE PROPERTY OF ANOTHER, AND SUBORN HIM AGAINST HIS MASTER'S LIFE; AND ALL THIS, TO MAKE THE MATTER MORE INIQUITOUS STILL WHILST HE IS YET LIVING IN HIS MASTER'S HOUSE AND ON HIS MASTER'S GARNER, AND STILL TREMBLING BENEATH HIS STRIPES? SUCH A DELIVERER, I HAD ALMOST SAID KIDNAPPER, WOULD EVEN MEET WITH CONDEMNATION IN THE WORLD. NOW, NO OTHER THAN THIS IS THE CHARACTER OF MARCION'S GOD, SWOOPING UPON AN ALIEN WORLD, SNATCHING AWAY MAN FROM HIS GOD, THE SON FROM HIS FATHER, THE PUPIL FROM HIS TUTOR, THE SERVANT FROM HIS MASTER--TO MAKE HIM IMPIOUS TO HIS GOD, UNDUTIFUL TO HIS FATHER, UNGRATEFUL TO HIS TUTOR, WORTHLESS TO HIS MASTER. IF, NOW, THE RATIONAL BENEVOLENCE MAKES MAN SUCH, WHAT SORT OF BEING PRITHEE WOULD THE IRRATIONAL MAKE OF HIM? NONE I SHOULD THINK MORE SHAMELESS THAN HIM WHO IS BAPTIZED TO HIS GOD IN WATER WHICH BELONGS TO ANOTHER, WHO STRETCHES OUT HIS HANDS TO HIS GOD TOWARDS A HEAVEN WHICH IS ANOTHER'S, WHO KNEELS TO HIS GOD ON GROUND WHICH IS ANOTHER'S, OFFERS HIS THANKSGIVINGS TO HIS GOD OVER BREAD WHICH BELONGS TO ANOTHER, AND DISTRIBUTES BY WAY OF ALMS AND CHARITY, FOR THE SAKE OF HIS GOD, GIFTS WHICH BELONG TO ANOTHER GOD. WHO, THEN, IS THAT SO GOOD A GOD OF THEIRS, THAT MAN THROUGH HIM BECOMES EVIL; SO PROPITIOUS, TOO, AS TO INCENSE AGAINST MAN THAT, OTHER GOD WHO IS, INDEED, HIS OWN PROPER LORD? 
CHAP. XXIV.--THE GOODNESS OF MARCION'S GOD ONLY IMPERFECTLY MANIFESTED; IT SAVES BUT FEW, AND THE SOULS MERELY OF THESE. MARCION'S CONTEMPT OF THE BODY ABSURD. 
BUT AS GOD IS ETERNAL AND RATIONAL, SO, I THINK, HE IS PERFECT IN ALL THINGS. "BE YE PERFECT, EVEN AS YOUR FATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN IS PERFECT." PROVE, THEN, THAT THE GOODNESS OF YOUR GOD ALSO IS A PERFECT ONE. THAT IT IS INDEED IMPERFECT HAS BEEN ALREADY SUFFICIENTLY SHOWN, SINCE IT IS FOUND TO BE NEITHER NATURAL NOR RATIONAL. THE SAME CONCLUSION, HOWEVER, SHALL NOW BE MADE CLEAR BY ANOTHER METHOD; IT IS NOT SIMPLY IMPERFECT, BUT ACTUALLY FEEBLE, WEAK, AND EXHAUSTED, FAILING TO EMBRACE THE FULL NUMBER OF ITS MATERIAL OBJECTS, AND NOT MANIFESTING ITSELF IN THEM ALL. FOR ALL ARE NOT PUT INTO A STATE OF SALVATION BY IT; BUT THE CREATOR'S SUBJECTS, BOTH JEW AND CHRISTIAN, ARE ALL EXCEPTED. NOW, WHEN THE GREATER PART THUS PERISH, HOW CAN THAT GOODNESS BE DEFENDED AS A PERFECT ONE WHICH IS INOPERATIVE IN MOST CASES, IS SOMEWHAT ONLY IN FEW, NAUGHT IN MANY, SUCCUMBS TO PERDITION, AND IS A PARTNER WITH DESTRUCTION? AND IF SO MANY SHALL MISS SALVATION, IT WILL NOT BE WITH GOODNESS, BUT WITH MALIGNITY, THAT THE GREATER PERFECTION WILL LIE. FOR AS IT IS THE OPERATION OF GOODNESS WHICH BRINGS SALVATION, SO IS IT MALEVOLENCE WHICH THWARTS IT. SINCE, HOWEVER, THIS GOODNESS) SAVES BUT FEW, AND SO RATHER LEANS TO THE ALTERNATIVE OF NOT SAVING, IT WILL SHOW ITSELF TO GREATER PERFECTION BY NOT INTERPOSING HELP THAN BY HELPING. NOW, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ATTRIBUTE GOODNESS (TO YOUR GOD) IN REFERENCE TO THE CREATOR, (IF ACCOMPANIED WITH) FAILURE TOWARDS ALL. FOR WHOMSOEVER YOU CALL IN TO JUDGE THE QUESTION, IT IS AS A DISPENSER OF GOODNESS, IF SO BE SUCH A TITLE CAN BE MADE OUT, AND NOT AS A SQUANDERER THEREOF, AS YOU CLAIM YOUR GOD TO BE, THAT YOU MUST SUBMIT THE DIVINE CHARACTER FOR DETERMINATION. SO LONG, THEN, AS YOU PREFER YOUR GOD TO THE CREATOR ON THE SIMPLE GROUND OF HIS GOODNESS, AND SINCE HE PROFESSES TO HAVE THIS ATTRIBUTE AS SOLELY AND WHOLLY HIS OWN, HE OUGHT NOT TO HAVE BEEN WANTING IN IT TO ANY ONE. HOWEVER, I DO NOT NOW WISH TO PROVE THAT MARCION'S GOD IS IMPERFECT IN GOODNESS BECAUSE OF THE PERDITION OF THE GREATER NUMBER. I AM CONTENT TO ILLUSTRATE THIS IMPERFECTION BY THE FACT THAT EVEN THOSE WHOM HE SAVES ARE FOUND TO POSSESS BUT AN IMPERFECT SALVATION--THAT IS, THEY ARE SAVED ONLY SO FAR AS THE SOUL IS CONCERNED, BUT LOST IN THEIR BODY, WHICH, ACCORDING TO HIM, DOES NOT RISE AGAIN. NOW, WHENCE COMES THIS HALVING OF SALVATION, IF NOT FROM A FAILURE OF GOODNESS? WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN A BETTER PROOF OF A PERFECT GOODNESS, THAN THE RECOVERY OF THE WHOLE MAN TO SALVATION? TOTALLY DAMNED BY THE CREATOR, HE SHOULD HAVE BEEN TOTALLY RESTORED BY THE MOST MERCIFUL GOD. I RATHER THINK THAT BY MARCION'S RULE THE BODY IS BAPTIZED, IS DEPRIVED OF MARRIAGE, IS CRUELLY TORTURED IN CONFESSION. BUT ALTHOUGH SINS ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THE BODY, YET THEY ARE PRECEDED BY THE GUILTY CONCUPISCENCE OF THE SOUL; NAY, THE FIRST MOTION OF SIN MUST BE ASCRIBED TO THE SOUL, TO WHICH THE FLESH ACTS IN THE CAPACITY OF A SERVANT. BY AND BY, WHEN FREED FROM THE SOUL, THE FLESH SINS NO MORE. SO THAT IN THIS MATTER GOODNESS IS UNJUST, AND LIKEWISE IMPERFECT, IN THAT IT LEAVES TO DESTRUCTION THE MORE HARMLESS SUBSTANCE, WHICH SINS RATHER BY COMPLIANCE THAN IN WILL. NOW, ALTHOUGH CHRIST PUT NOT ON THE VERITY OF THE FLESH, AS YOUR HERESY IS PLEASED TO ASSUME, HE STILL VOUCHSAFED TO TAKE UPON HIM THE SEMBLANCE THEREOF. SURELY, THEREFORE, SOME REGARD WAS DUE TO IT FROM HIM, BECAUSE OF THIS HIS REIGNED ASSUMPTION OF IT. BESIDES, WHAT ELSE IS MAN THAN FLESH, SINCE NO DOUBT IT WAS THE CORPOREAL RATHER THAN THE SPIRITUAL ELEMENT FROM WHICH THE AUTHOR OF MAN'S NATURE GAVE HIM HIS DESIGNATION? "AND THE LORD GOD MADE MAN OF THE DUST OF THE GROUND," NOT OF SPIRITUAL ESSENCE; THIS AFTERWARDS CAME FROM THE DIVINE AFFLATUS: "AND MAN BECAME A LIVING SOUL." WHAT, THEN, IS MAN? MADE, NO DOUBT OF IT, OF THE DUST; AND GOD PLACED HIM IN PARADISE, BECAUSE HE MOULDED HIM, NOT BREATHED HIM, INTO BEING--A FABRIC OF FLESH, NOT OF SPIRIT. NOW, THIS BEING THE CASE, WITH WHAT FACE WILL YOU CONTEND FOR THE PERFECT CHARACTER OF THAT GOODNESS WHICH DID NOT FAIL IN SOME ONE PARTICULAR ONLY OF MAN'S DELIVERANCE, BUT IN ITS GENERAL CAPACITY? IF THAT IS A PLENARY GRACE AND A SUBSTANTIAL MERCY WHICH BRINGS SALVATION TO THE SOUL ALONE, THIS WERE THE BETTER LIFE WHICH WE NOW ENJOY WHOLE AND ENTIRE; WHEREAS TO RISE AGAIN BUT IN PART WILL BE A CHASTISEMENT, NOT A LIBERATION. THE PROOF OF THE PERFECT GOODNESS IS, THAT MAN, AFTER HIS RESCUE, SHOULD BE DELIVERED FROM THE DOMICILE AND POWER OF THE MALIGNANT DEITY UNTO THE PROTECTION OF THE MOST GOOD AND MERCIFUL GOD. POOR DUPE OF MARCION, FEVER IS HARD UPON YOU; AND YOUR PAINFUL FLESH PRODUCES A CROP OF ALL SORTS OF BRIERS AND THORNS. NOR IS IT ONLY TO THE CREATOR'S THUNDERBOLTS THAT YOU LIE EXPOSED, OR TO WARS, AND PESTILENCES, AND HIS OTHER HEAVIER STROKES, BUT EVEN TO HIS CREEPING INSECTS. IN WHAT RESPECT DO YOU SUPPOSE YOURSELF LIBERATED FROM HIS KINGDOM WHEN HIS FLIES ARE STILL CREEPING UPON YOUR FACE? IF YOUR DELIVERANCE LIES IN THE FUTURE, WHY NOT ALSO IN THE PRESENT, THAT IT MAY BE PERFECTLY WROUGHT? FAR DIFFERENT IS OUR CONDITION IN THE SIGHT OF HIM WHO IS THE AUTHOR, THE JUDGE, THE INJURED HEAD OF OUR RACE! YOU DISPLAY HIM AS A MERELY GOOD GOD; BUT YOU ARE UNABLE TO PROVE THAT HE IS PERFECTLY GOOD, BECAUSE YOU ARE NOT BY HIM PERFECTLY DELIVERED. 
CHAP. XXV.--GOD IS NOT A BEING OF SIMPLE GOODNESS; OTHER ATTRIBUTES BELONG TO HIM. MARCION SHOWS INCONSISTENCY IN THE PORTRAITURE OF HIS SIMPLY GOOD AND EMOTIONLESS GOD. 
AS TOUCHING THIS QUESTION OF GOODNESS, WE HAVE IN THESE OUTLINES OF OUR ARGUMENT SHOWN IT TO BE IN NO WAY COMPATIBLE WITH DEITY,--AS BEING NEITHER NATURAL, NOR RATIONAL, NOR PERFECT, BUT WRONG, AND UNJUST, AND UNWORTHY OF THE VERY NAME OF GOODNESS,--BECAUSE, AS FAR AS THE CONGRUITY OF THE DIVINE CHARACTER IS CONCERNED, IT CANNOT INDEED BE FITTING THAT THAT BEING SHOULD BE REGARDED AS GOD WHO IS ALLEGED TO HAVE SUCH A GOODNESS, AND THAT NOT IN A MODIFIED WAY, BUT SIMPLY AND SOLELY. FOR IT IS, FURTHERMORE, AT THIS POINT QUITE OPEN TO DISCUSSION, WHETHER GOD OUGHT TO BE REGARDED AS A BEING OF SIMPLE GOODNESS, TO THE EXCLUSION OF ALL THOSE OTHER ATTRIBUTES, SENSATIONS, AND AFFECTIONS, WHICH THE MARCIONITES INDEED TRANSFER FROM THEIR GOD TO THE CREATOR, AND WHICH WE ACKNOWLEDGE TO BE WORTHY CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CREATOR TOO, BUT ONLY BECAUSE WE CONSIDER HIM TO BE GOD. WELL, THEN, ON THIS GROUND WE SHALL DENY HIM TO BE GOD IN WHOM ALL THINGS ARE NOT TO BE FOUND WHICH BEFIT THE DIVINE BEING. IF (MARCION) CHOSE TO TAKE ANY ONE OF THE SCHOOL OF EPICURUS, AND ENTITLE HIM GOD IN THE NAME OF CHRIST, ON THE GROUND THAT WHAT IS HAPPY AND INCORRUPTIBLE CAN BRING NO TROUBLE EITHER ON ITSELF OR ANYTHING ELSE (FOR MARCION, WHILE PORING OVER THIS OPINION OF THE DIVINE INDIFFERENCE, HAS REMOVED FROM HIM ALL THE SEVERITY AND ENERGY OF THE JUDICIAL CHARACTER), IT WAS HIS DUTY TO HAVE DEVELOPED HIS CONCEPTIONS INTO SOME IMPERTURBABLE AND LISTLESS GOD (AND THEN WHAT COULD HE HAVE HAD IN COMMON WITH CHRIST, WHO OCCASIONED TROUBLE BOTH TO THE JEWS BY WHAT HE TAUGHT, AND TO HIMSELF BY WHAT HE FELT?), OR ELSE TO HAVE ADMITTED THAT HE WAS POSSESSED OF THE SAME EMOTIONS AS OTHERS (AND IN SUCH CASE WHAT WOULD HE HAVE HAD TO DO WITH EPICURUS, WHO WAS NO FRIEND TO EITHER HIM OR CHRISTIANS?). FOR THAT A BEING WHO IN AGES PAST WAS IN A QUIESCENT STATE, NOT CARING TO COMMUNICATE ANY KNOWLEDGE OF HIMSELF BY ANY WORK ALL THE WHILE, SHOULD COME AFTER SO LONG A TIME TO ENTERTAIN A CONCERN FOR MAN'S SALVATION, OF COURSE BY HIS OWN WILL, DID HE NOT BY THIS VERY FACT BECOME SUSCEPTIBLE OF THE IMPULSE OF A NEW VOLITION, SO AS PALPABLY TO BE OPEN TO ALL OTHER EMOTIONS? BUT WHAT VOLITION IS UNACCOMPANIED WITH THE SPUR OF DESIRE? WHO WISHES FOR WHAT HE DESIRES NOT? MOREOVER, CARE WILL BE ANOTHER COMPANION OF THE WILL. FOR WHO WILL WISH FOR ANY OBJECT AND DESIRE TO HAVE IT, WITHOUT ALSO CARING TO OBTAIN IT? WHEN, THEREFORE, (MARCION'S GOD) FELT BOTH A WILL AND A DESIRE FOR MAN'S SALVATION, HE CERTAINLY OCCASIONED SOME CONCERN AND TROUBLE BOTH TO HIMSELF AND OTHERS. THIS MARCION'S THEORY SUGGESTS, THOUGH EPICURUS DEMURS. FOR HE RAISED UP AN ADVERSARY AGAINST HIMSELF IN THAT VERY THING AGAINST WHICH HIS WILL AND DESIRE, AND CARE WERE DIRECTED, WHETHER IT WERE SIN OR DEATH,--AND MORE ESPECIALLY IN THEIR TYRANT AND LORD, THE CREATOR OF MAN. AGAIN, NOTHING WILL EVER RUN ITS COURSE WITHOUT HOSTILE RIVALRY, WHICH SHALL NOT (ITSELF) BE WITHOUT A HOSTILE ASPECT. IN FACT, WHEN WILLING, DESIRING, AND CARING TO DELIVER MAN, (MARCION'S GOD) ALREADY IN THE VERY ACT ENCOUNTERS A RIVAL, BOTH IN HIM FROM WHOM HE EFFECTS THE DELIVERANCE (FOR OF COURSE HE MEANS THE LIBERATION TO BE AN OPPOSITION TO HIM), AND ALSO IN THOSE THINGS FROM WHICH THE DELIVERANCE IS WROUGHT (THE INTENDED LIBERATION BEING TO THE ADVANTAGE OF SOME OTHER THINGS). FOR IT MUST NEEDS BE, THAT UPON RIVALRY ITS OWN ANCILLARY PASSIONS WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE, AGAINST WHATEVER OBJECTS ITS EMULATION IS DIRECTED: ANGER, DISCORD, HATRED, DISDAIN, INDIGNATION, SPLEEN, LOATHING, DISPLEASURE. NOW, SINCE ALL THESE EMOTIONS ARE PRESENT TO RIVALRY; SINCE, MOREOVER, THE RIVALRY WHICH ARISES IN LIBERATING MAN EXCITES THEM; AND SINCE, AGAIN, THIS DELIVERANCE OF MAN IS AN OPERATION OF GOODNESS, IT FOLLOWS THAT THIS GOODNESS AVAILS NOTHING WITHOUT ITS ENDOWMENTS, THAT IS TO SAY, WITHOUT THOSE SENSATIONS AND AFFECTIONS WHEREBY IT CARRIES OUT ITS PURPOSE AGAINST THE CREATOR; SO THAT IT CANNOT EVEN IN THIS BE RULED TO BE IRRATIONAL, AS IF IT WERE WANTING IN PROPER SENSATIONS AND AFFECTIONS. THESE POINTS WE SHALL HAVE TO INSIST ON MUCH MORE FULLY, WHEN WE COME TO PLEAD THE CAUSE OF THE CREATOR, WHERE THEY WILL ALSO INCUR OUR CONDEMNATION. 
CHAP. XXVI.--IN THE ATTRIBUTE OF JUSTICE, MARCION'S GOD IS HOPELESSLY WEAK AND UNGODLIKE. HE DISLIKES EVIL, BUT DOES NOT PUNISH ITS PERPETRATION. 
BUT IT IS HERE SUFFICIENT THAT THE EXTREME PERVERSITY OF THEIR GOD IS PROVED FROM THE MERE EXPOSITION OF HIS LONELY GOODNESS, IN WHICH THEY REFUSE TO ASCRIBE TO HIM SUCH EMOTIONS OF MIND AS THEY CENSURE IN THE CREATOR. NOW, IF HE IS SUSCEPTIBLE OF NO FEELING OF RIVALRY, OR ANGER, OR DAMAGE, OR INJURY, AS ONE WHO REFRAINS FROM EXERCISING JUDICIAL POWER, I CANNOT TELL HOW ANY SYSTEM OF DISCIPLINE--AND THAT, TOO, A PLENARY ONE--CAN BE CONSISTENT IN HIM. FOR HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THAT HE SHOULD ISSUE COMMANDS, IF HE DOES NOT MEAN TO EXECUTE THEM; OR FORBID SINS, IF HE INTENDS NOT TO PUNISH THEM, BUT RATHER TO DECLINE THE FUNCTIONS OF THE JUDGE, AS BEING A STRANGER TO ALL NOTIONS OF SEVERITY AND JUDICIAL CHASTISEMENT? FOR WHY DOES HE FORBID THE COMMISSION OF THAT WHICH HE PUNISHES NOT WHEN PERPETRATED? IT WOULD HAVE BEEN FAR MORE RIGHT, IF HE HAD NOT FORBIDDEN WHAT HE MEANT NOT TO PUNISH, THAN THAT HE SHOULD PUNISH WHAT HE HAD NOT FORBIDDEN. NAY, IT WAS HIS DUTY EVEN TO HAVE PERMITTED WHAT HE WAS ABOUT TO PROHIBIT IN SO UNREASONABLE A WAY, AS TO ANNEX NO PENALTY TO THE OFFENCE. FOR EVEN NOW THAT IS TACITLY PERMITTED WHICH IS FORBIDDEN WITHOUT ANY INFLICTION OF VENGEANCE. BESIDES, HE ONLY FORBIDS THE COMMISSION OF THAT WHICH HE DOES NOT LIKE TO HAVE DONE. MOST LISTLESS, THEREFORE, IS HE, SINCE HE TAKES NO OFFENCE AT THE DOING OF WHAT HE DISLIKES TO BE DONE, ALTHOUGH DIS PLEASURE OUGHT TO BE THE COMPANION OF HIS VIOLATED WILL. NOW, IF HE IS OFFENDED, HE OUGHT TO BE ANGRY; IF ANGRY, HE OUGHT TO INFLICT PUNISHMENT. FOR SUCH INFLICTION IS THE JUST FRUIT OF ANGER, AND ANGER IS THE DEBT OF DISPLEASURE, AND DISPLEASURE (AS I HAVE SAID) IS THE COMPANION OF A VIOLATED WILL. HOWEVER, HE INFLICTS NO PUNISHMENT; THEREFORE, HE TAKES NO OFFENCE. HE TAKES NO OFFENCE, THEREFORE HIS WILL IS NOT WRONGED, ALTHOUGH THAT IS DONE WHICH HE WAS UNWILLING TO HAVE DONE; AND THE TRANSGRESSION IS NOW COMMITTED WITH THE ACQUIESCENCE OF HIS WILL, BECAUSE WHATEVER OFFENDS NOT THE WILL IS NOT COMMITTED AGAINST THE WILL. NOW, IF THIS IS TO BE THE PRINCIPLE OF THE DIVINE VIRTUE OR GOODNESS, TO BE UNWILLING INDEED THAT A THING BE DONE AND TO PROHIBIT IT, AND YET NOT BE MOVED BY ITS COMMISSION, WE THEN ALLEGE THAT HE HAS BEEN MOVED ALREADY WHEN HE DECLARED HIS UNWILLINGNESS; AND THAT IT IS VAIN FOR HIM NOT TO BE MOVED BY THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF A THING AFTER BEING MOVED AT THE POSSIBILITY THEREOF, WHEN HE WILLED IT NOT TO BE DONE. FOR HE PROHIBITED IT BY HIS NOT WILLING IT. DID HE NOT THEREFORE DO A JUDICIAL ACT, WHEN HE DECLARED HIS UNWILLINGNESS, AND CONSEQUENT PROHIBITION OF IT? FOR HE JUDGED THAT IT OUGHT NOT TO BE DONE, AND HE DELIBERATELY DECLARED THAT IT SHOULD BE FORBIDDEN. CONSEQUENTLY, BY THIS TIME EVEN HE PERFORMS THE PART OF A JUDGE. IF IT IS UNBECOMING FOR GOD TO DISCHARGE A JUDICIAL FUNCTION, OR AT LEAST ONLY SO FAR BECOMING THAT HE MAY MERELY DECLARE HIS UNWILLINGNESS, AND PRONOUNCE HIS PROHIBITION, THEN HE MAY NOT EVEN PUNISH FOR AN OFFENCE WHEN IT IS COMMITTED. NOW, NOTHING IS SO UNWORTHY OF THE DIVINE BEING AS NOT TO EXECUTE RETRIBUTION ON WHAT HE HAS DISLIKED AND FORBIDDEN. FIRST, HE OWES THE INFLICTION OF CHASTISEMENT TO WHATEVER SENTENCE OR LAW HE PROMULGES, FOR THE VINDICATION OF HIS AUTHORITY AND THE MAINTENANCE OF SUBMISSION TO IT; SECONDLY, BECAUSE HOSTILE OPPOSITION IS INEVITABLE TO WHAT HE HAS DISLIKED TO BE DONE, AND BY THAT DISLIKE FORBIDDEN. MOREOVER, IT WOULD BE A MORE UNWORTHY COURSE FOR GOD TO SPARE THE EVIL-DOER THAN TO PUNISH HIM, ESPECIALLY IN THE MOST GOOD AND HOLY GOD, WHO IS NOT OTHERWISE FULLY GOOD THAN AS THE ENEMY OF EVIL, AND THAT TO SUCH A DEGREE AS TO DISPLAY HIS LOVE OF GOOD BY THE HATRED OF EVIL, AND TO FULFIL HIS DEFENSE OF THE FORMER BY THE EXTIRPATION OF THE LATTER. 
CHAP. XXVII.--DANGEROUS EFFECTS TO RELIGION AND MORALITY OF THE DOCTRINE OF SO WEAK A GOD. 
AGAIN, HE PLAINLY JUDGES EVIL BY NOT WILLING IT, AND CONDEMNS IT BY PROHIBITING IT; WHILE, ON THE OTHER HAND, HE ACQUITS IT BY NOT AVENGING IT, AND LETS IT GO FREE BY NOT PUNISHING IT. WHAT A PREVARICATOR OF TRUTH IS SUCH A GOD! WHAT A DISSEMBLER WITH HIS OWN DECISION! AFRAID TO CONDEMN WHAT HE REALLY CONDEMNS, AFRAID TO HATE WHAT HE DOES NOT LOVE, PERMITTING THAT TO BE DONE WHICH HE DOES NOT ALLOW, CHOOSING TO INDICATE WHAT HE DISLIKES RATHER THAN DEEPLY EXAMINE IT! THIS WILL TURN OUT AN IMAGINARY GOODNESS, A PHANTOM OF DISCIPLINE, PERFUNCTORY IN DUTY, CARELESS IN SIN. LISTEN, YE SINNERS; AND YE WHO HAVE NOT YET COME TO THIS, HEAR, THAT YOU MAY ATTAIN TO SUCH A PASS! A BETTER GOD HAS BEEN DISCOVERED, WHO NEVER TAKES OFFENCE, IS NEVER ANGRY, NEVER INFLICTS PUNISHMENT, WHO HAS PREPARED NO FIRE IN HELL, NO GNASHING OF TEETH IN THE OUTER DARKNESS! HE IS PURELY AND SIMPLY GOOD. HE INDEED FORBIDS ALL DELINQUENCY, BUT ONLY IN WORD. HE IS IN YOU, IF YOU ARE WILLING TO PAY HIM HOMAGE, FOR THE SAKE OF APPEARANCES, THAT YOU MAY SEEM TO HONOR GOD; FOR YOUR FEAR HE DOES NOT WANT. AND SO SATISFIED ARE THE MARCIONITES WITH SUCH PRETENSES, THAT THEY HAVE NO FEAR OF THEIR GOD AT ALL. THEY SAY IT IS ONLY A BAD MAN WHO WILL BE FEARED, A GOOD MAN WILL BE LOVED. FOOLISH MAN, DO YOU SAY THAT HE WHOM YOU CALL LORD OUGHT NOT TO BE FEARED, WHILST THE VERY TITLE YOU GIVE HIM INDICATES A POWER WHICH MUST ITSELF BE FEARED? BUT HOW ARE YOU GOING TO LOVE, WITHOUT SOME FEAR THAT YOU DO NOT LOVE? SURELY (SUCH A GOD) IS NEITHER YOUR FATHER, TOWARDS WHOM YOUR LOVE FOR DUTY'S SAKE SHOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH FEAR BECAUSE OF HIS POWER; NOR YOUR PROPER LORD, WHOM YOU SHOULD LOVE FOR HIS HUMANITY AND FEAR AS YOUR TEACHER. KIDNAPPERS INDEED ARE LOVED AFTER THIS FASHION, BUT THEY ARE NOT FEARED. FOR POWER WILL NOT BE FEARED, EXCEPT IT BE JUST AND REGULAR, ALTHOUGH IT MAY POSSIBLY BE LOVED EVEN WHEN CORRUPT: FOR IT IS BY ALLUREMENT THAT IT STANDS, NOT BY AUTHORITY; BY FLATTERY, NOT BY PROPER INFLUENCE. AND WHAT CAN BE MORE DIRECT FLATTERY THAN NOT TO PUNISH SINS? COME, THEN, IF YOU DO NOT FEAR GOD AS BEING GOOD, WHY DO YOU NOT BOIL OVER INTO EVERY KIND OF LUST, AND SO REALIZE THAT WHICH IS, I BELIEVE, THE MAIN ENJOYMENT OF LIFE TO ALL WHO FEAR NOT GOD? WHY DO YOU NOT FREQUENT THE CUSTOMARY PLEASURES OF THE MADDENING CIRCUS, THE BLOODTHIRSTY ARENA, AND THE LASCIVIOUS THEATRE? WHY IN PERSECUTIONS ALSO DO YOU NOT, WHEN THE CENSER IS PRESENTED, AT ONCE REDEEM YOUR LIFE BY THE DENIAL OF YOUR FAITH? GOD FORBID, YOU SAY WITH REDOUBTED EMPHASIS. SO, YOU DO FEAR SIN, AND BY YOUR FEAR PROVE THAT HE IS AN OBJECT OF FEAR WHO FORBIDS THE SIN. THIS IS QUITE A DIFFERENT MATTER FROM THAT OBSEQUIOUS HOMAGE YOU PAY TO THE GOD WHOM YOU DO NOT FEAR, WHICH IS IDENTICAL IN PERVERSITY INDEED TO IS OWN CONDUCT, IN PROHIBITING A THING WITHOUT ANNEXING THE SANCTION OF PUNISHMENT. STILL MORE VAINLY DO THEY ACT, WHO WHEN ASKED, WHAT IS TO BECOME OF EVERY SINNER IN THAT GREAT DAY? REPLY, THAT HE IS TO BE CAST AWAY OUT OF SIGHT. IS NOT EVEN THIS A QUESTION OF JUDICIAL DETERMINATION? HE IS ADJUDGED TO DESERVE REJECTION, AND THAT BY A SENTENCE OF CONDEMNATION; UNLESS THE SINNER IS CAST AWAY FORSOOTH FOR HIS SALVATION, THAT EVEN A LENIENCY LIKE THIS MAY FALL IN CONSISTENTLY WITH THE CHARACTER OF YOUR MOST GOOD AND EXCELLENT GOD! AND WHAT WILL IT BE TO BE CAST AWAY, BUT TO LOSE THAT WHICH A MAN WAS IN THE WAY OF OBTAINING, WERE IT NOT FOR HIS REJECTION--THAT IS, HIS SALVATION? THEREFORE, HIS BEING CAST AWAY WILL INVOLVE THE FORFEITURE OF SALVATION; AND THIS SENTENCE CANNOT POSSIBLY BE PASSED UPON HIM, EXCEPT BY AN ANGRY AND OFFENDED AUTHORITY, WHO IS ALSO THE PUNISHER OF SIN--THAT IS, BY A JUDGE. 
CHAP. XXVIII.--THIS PERVERSE DOCTRINE DEPRIVES BAPTISM OF ALL ITS GRACE. IF MARCION BE RIGHT, THE SACRAMENT WOULD CONFER NO REMISSION OF SINS, NO REGENERATION, NO GIFT OF THE SPIRIT. 
AND WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO HIM AFTER HE IS CAST AWAY? HE WILL, THEY SAY, BE THROWN INTO THE CREATOR'S FIRE. THEN HAS NO REMEDIAL PROVISION BEEN MADE (BY THEIR GOD) FOR THE PURPOSE OF BANISHING THOSE THAT SIN AGAINST HIM, WITHOUT RESORTING TO THE CRUEL MEASURE OF DELIVERING THEM OVER TO THE CREATOR? AND WHAT WILL THE CREATOR THEN DO? I SUPPOSE HE WILL PREPARE FOR THEM A HELL DOUBLY CHARGED WITH BRIMSTONE, AS FOR BLASPHEMERS AGAINST HIMSELF; EXCEPT INDEED THEIR GOD IN HIS ZEAL, AS PERHAPS MIGHT HAPPEN, SHOULD SHOW CLEMENCY TO HIS RIVAL'S REVOLTED SUBJECTS. OH, WHAT A GOD IS THIS! EVERYWHERE PERVERSE; NOWHERE RATIONAL; IN ALL CASES VAIN; AND THEREFORE, A NONENTITY! IN WHOSE STATE, AND CONDITION, AND NATURE, AND EVERY APPOINTMENT, I SEE NO COHERENCE AND CONSISTENCY; NO, NOT EVEN IN THE VERY SACRAMENT OF HIS FAITH! FOR WHAT END DOES BAPTISM SERVE, ACCORDING TO HIM? IF THE REMISSION OF SINS, HOW WILL HE MAKE IT EVIDENT THAT HE REMITS SINS, WHEN HE AFFORDS NO EVIDENCE THAT HE RETAINS THEM? BECAUSE HE WOULD RETAIN THEM, IF HE PERFORMED THE FUNCTIONS OF A JUDGE. IF DELIVERANCE FROM DEATH, HOW COULD HE DELIVER FROM DEATH, WHO HAS NOT DELIVERED TO DEATH? FOR HE MUST HAVE DELIVERED THE SINNER TO DEATH, IF HE HAD FROM THE BEGINNING CONDEMNED SIN. IF THE REGENERATION OF MAN, HOW CAN HE REGENERATE, WHO HAS NEVER GENERATED? FOR THE REPETITION OF AN ACT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO HIM, BY WHOM NOTHING ANY TIME HAS BEEN EVER DONE. IF THE BESTOWAL OF THE HOLY GHOST, HOW WILL HE BESTOW THE SPIRIT, WHO DID NOT AT FIRST IMPART THE LIFE? FOR THE LIFE IS IN A SENSE THE SUPPLEMENT OF THE SPIRIT. HE THEREFORE SEALS MAN, WHO HAD NEVER BEEN UNSEALED IN RESPECT OF HIM; WASHES MAN, WHO HAD NEVER BEEN DEFILED SO FAR AS HE WAS CONCERNED; AND INTO THIS SACRAMENT OF SALVATION WHOLLY PLUNGES THAT FLESH WHICH IS BEYOND THE PALE OF SALVATION! NO FARMER WILL IRRIGATE GROUND THAT WILL YIELD HIM NO FRUIT IN RETURN, EXCEPT HE BE AS STUPID AS MARCION'S GOD. WHY THEN IMPOSE SANCTITY UPON OUR MOST INFIRM AND MOST UNWORTHY FLESH, EITHER AS A BURDEN OR AS A GLORY? WHAT SHALL I SAY, TOO, OF THE USELESSNESS OF A DISCIPLINE WHICH SANCTIFIES WHAT IS ALREADY SANCTIFIED? WHY BURDEN THE INFIRM, OR GLORIFY THE UNWORTHY? WHY NOT REMUNERATE WITH SALVATION WHAT IT BURDENS OR ELSE GLORIFIES? WHY KEEP BACK FROM A WORK ITS DUE REWARD, BY NOT RECOMPENSING THE FLESH WITH SALVATION? WHY EVEN PERMIT THE HONOR OF SANCTITY IN IT TO DIE? 
CHAP. XXIX.--MARCION FORBIDS MARRIAGE. TERTULLIAN ELOQUENTLY DEFENDS IT AS HOLY, AND CAREFULLY DISCRIMINATES BETWEEN MARCION'S DOCTRINE AND HIS OWN MONTANISM. 
THE FLESH IS NOT, ACCORDING TO MARCION, IMMERSED IN THE WATER OF THE SACRAMENT, UNLESS IT BE IN VIRGINITY, WIDOWHOOD, OR CELIBACY, OR HAS PURCHASED BY DIVORCE A TITLE TO BAPTISM, AS IF EVEN GENERATIVE IMPOTENT’S DID NOT ALL RECEIVE THEIR FLESH FROM NUPTIAL UNION. NOW, SUCH A SCHEME AS THIS MUST NO DOUBT INVOLVE THE PROSCRIPTION OF MARRIAGE. LET US SEE, THEN, WHETHER IT BE A JUST ONE: NOT AS IF WE AIMED AT DESTROYING THE HAPPINESS OF SANCTITY, AS DO CERTAIN NICOLAITANS IN THEIR MAINTENANCE OF LUST AND LUXURY, BUT AS THOSE WHO HAVE COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF SANCTITY, AND PURSUE IT AND PREFER IT, WITHOUT DETRIMENT, HOWEVER, TO MARRIAGE; NOT AS IF WE SUPERSEDED A BAD THING BY A GOOD, BUT ONLY A GOOD THING BY A BETTER. FOR WE DO NOT REJECT MARRIAGE, BUT SIMPLY REFRAIN FROM IT. NOR DO WE PRESCRIBE SANCTITY AS THE RULE, BUT ONLY RECOMMEND IT, OBSERVING IT AS A GOOD, YEA, EVEN THE BETTER STATE, IF EACH MAN USES IT CAREFULLY ACCORDING TO HIS ABILITY; BUT AT THE SAME TIME EARNESTLY VINDICATING MARRIAGE, WHENEVER HOSTILE ATTACKS ARE MADE AGAINST IT IS A POLLUTED THING, TO THE DISPARAGEMENT OF THE CREATOR. FOR HE BESTOWED HIS BLESSING ON MATRIMONY ALSO, AS ON AN HONORABLE ESTATE, FOR THE INCREASE OF THE HUMAN RACE; AS HE DID INDEED ON THE WHOLE OF HIS CREATION, FOR WHOLESOME AND GOOD USES. MEATS AND DRINKS ARE NOT ON THIS ACCOUNT TO BE CONDEMNED, BECAUSE, WHEN SERVED UP WITH TOO EXQUISITE A DAINTINESS, THEY CONDUCE TO GLUTTONY; NOR IS RAIMENT TO BE BLAMED, BECAUSE, WHEN TOO COSTLILY ADORNED, IT BECOMES INFLATED WITH VANITY AND PRIDE. SO, ON THE SAME PRINCIPLE, THE ESTATE OF MATRIMONY IS NOT TO BE REFUSED, BECAUSE, WHEN ENJOYED WITHOUT MODERATION, IT IS FANNED INTO A VOLUPTUOUS FLAME. THERE IS A GREAT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A CAUSE AND A FAULT, BETWEEN A STATE AND ITS EXCESS. CONSEQUENTLY IT IS NOT AN INSTITUTION OF THIS NATURE THAT IS TO BE BLAMED, BUT THE EXTRAVAGANT USE OF IT; ACCORDING TO THE JUDGMENT OF ITS FOUNDER HIMSELF, WHO NOT ONLY SAID, "BE FRUITFUL, AND MULTIPLY," BUT ALSO, "THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY," AND, "THOU SHALT NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOR’S WIFE;" AND WHO THREATENED WITH DEATH THE UNCHASTE, SACRILEGIOUS, AND MONSTROUS ABOMINATION BOTH OF ADULTERY AND UNNATURAL SIN WITH MAN AND BEAST. NOW, IF ANY LIMITATION IS SET TO MARRYING--SUCH AS THE SPIRITUAL RULE, WHICH PRESCRIBES BUT ONE MARRIAGE UNDER THE CHRISTIAN OBEDIENCE, MAINTAINED BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE PARACLETE,--IT WILL BE HIS PREROGATIVE TO FIX THE LIMIT WHO HAD ONCE BEEN DIFFUSE IN HIS PERMISSION; HIS TO GATHER, WHO ONCE SCATTERED; HIS TO CUT DOWN THE TREE, WHO PLANTED IT; HIS TO REAP THE HARVEST, WHO SOWED THE SEED; HIS TO DECLARE, "IT REMAINETH THAT THEY WHO HAVE WIVES BE AS THOUGH THEY HAD NONE," WHO ONCE SAID, "BE FRUITFUL, AND MULTIPLY;" HIS THE END TO WHOM BELONGED THE BEGINNING. NEVERTHELESS, THE TREE IS NOT CUT DOWN AS IF IT DESERVED BLAME; NOR IS THE CORN REAPED, AS IF IT WERE TO BE CONDEMNED, BUT SIMPLY BECAUSE THEIR TIME IS COME. SO LIKEWISE, THE STATE OF MATRIMONY DOES NOT REQUIRE THE HOOK AND SCYTHE OF SANCTITY, AS IF IT WERE EVIL; BUT AS BEING RIPE FOR ITS DISCHARGE, AND IN READINESS FOR THAT SANCTITY WHICH WILL IN THE LONG RUN BRING IT A PLENTEOUS CROP BY ITS REAPING. FOR THIS LEADS ME TO REMARK OF MARCION'S GOD, THAT IN REPROACHING MARRIAGE AS AN EVIL AND UNCHASTE THING, HE IS REALLY PREJUDICING THE CAUSE OF THAT VERY SANCTITY WHICH HE SEEMS TO SERVE. FOR HE DESTROYS THE MATERIAL ON WHICH IT SUBSISTS; IF THERE IS TO BE NO MARRIAGE, THERE IS NO SANCTITY. ALL PROOF OF ABSTINENCE IS LOST WHEN EXCESS IS IMPOSSIBLE; FOR SUNDRY THINGS HAVE THUS THEIR EVIDENCE IN THEIR CONTRARIES. JUST AS "STRENGTH IS MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS," SO LIKEWISE IS CONTINENCE MADE MANIFEST BY THE PERMISSION TO MARRY. WHO INDEED WILL BE CALLED CONTINENT, IF THAT BE TAKEN AWAY WHICH GIVES HIM THE OPPORTUNITY OF PURSUING A LIFE OF CONTINENCE? WHAT ROOM FOR TEMPERANCE IN APPETITE DOES FAMINE GIVE? WHAT REPUDIATION OF AMBITIOUS PROJECTS DOES POVERTY AFFORD? WHAT BRIDLING OF LUST CAN THE EUNUCH MERIT? TO PUT A COMPLETE STOP, HOWEVER, TO THE SOWING OF THE HUMAN RACE, MAY, FOR AUGHT I KNOW, BE QUITE CONSISTENT FOR MARCION'S MOST GOOD AND EXCELLENT GOD. FOR HOW COULD HE DESIRE THE SALVATION OF MAN, WHOM HE FORBIDS TO BE BORN, WHEN HE TAKES AWAY THAT INSTITUTION FROM WHICH HIS BIRTH ARISES? HOW WILL HE FIND ANY ONE ON WHOM TO SET THE MARK OF HIS GOODNESS, WHEN HE SUFFERS HIM NOT TO COME INTO EXISTENCE? HOW IS IT POSSIBLE TO LOVE HIM WHOSE ORIGIN HE HATES? PERHAPS HE IS AFRAID OF A REDUNDANT POPULATION, LEST HE SHOULD BE WEARY IN LIBERATING SO MANY; LEST HE SHOULD HAVE TO MAKE MANY HERETICS; LEST MARCIONITE PARENTS SHOULD PRODUCE TOO MANY NOBLE DISCIPLES OF MARCION. THE CRUELTY OF PHARAOH, WHICH SLEW ITS VICTIMS AT THEIR BIRTH, WILL NOT PROVE TO BE MORE INHUMAN IN COMPARISON. FOR WHILE HE DESTROYED LIVES, OUR HERETIC'S GOD REFUSES TO GIVE THEM: THE ONE REMOVES FROM LIFE, THE OTHER ADMITS NONE TO IT. THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE IN EITHER AS TO THEIR HOMICIDE--MAN IS SLAIN BY BOTH OF THEM; BY THE FORMER JUST AFTER BIRTH, BY THE LATTER AS YET UNBORN. THANKS, SHOULD WE OWE THEE, THOU 2GOD OF OUR HERETIC, HADST THOU ONLY CHECKED THE DISPENSATION OF THE CREATOR IN UNITING MALE AND FEMALE; FOR FROM SUCH A UNION INDEED HAS THY MARCION BEEN BORN! ENOUGH; HOWEVER, OF MARCION'S GOD, WHO IS SHOWN TO HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO EXISTENCE AT ALL, BOTH BY OUR DEFINITIONS OF THE ONE ONLY GODHEAD, AND THE CONDITION OF HIS ATTRIBUTES. THE WHOLE COURSE, HOWEVER, OF THIS LITTLE WORK AIMS DIRECTLY AT THIS CONCLUSION. IF, THEREFORE, WE SEEM TO ANYBODY TO HAVE ACHIEVED BUT LITTLE RESULT AS YET, LET HIM RESERVE HIS EXPECTATIONS, UNTIL WE EXAMINE THE VERY SCRIPTURE WHICH MARCION QUOTES. 
BOOK II.
WHEREIN TERTULLIAN SHOWS THAT THE CREATOR, OR DEMIURGE, WHOM MARCION CALUMNIATED, IS THE TRUE AND GOOD GOD. 
CHAP. I.--THE METHODS OF MARCION'S ARGUMENT INCORRECTAND ABSURD. THE PROPER COURSE OF THE ARGUMENT. 
THE OCCASION OF REPRODUCING THIS LITTLE WORK, THE FORTUNES OF WHICH WE NOTICED IN THE PREFACE OF OUR FIRST BOOK, HAS FURNISHED US WITH THE OPPORTUNITY OF DISTINGUISHING, IN OUR TREATMENT OF THE SUBJECT OF TWO GODS IN OPPOSITION TO MARCION, EACH OF THEM WITH A DESCRIPTION AND SECTION OF HIS OWN, ACCORDING TO THE DIVISION OF THE SUBJECT-MATTER, DEFINING ONE OF THE GODS TO HAVE NO EXISTENCE AT ALL, AND MAINTAINING OF THE OTHER THAT HE IS RIGHTLY GOD; THUS FAR KEEPING PACE WITH THE HERETIC OF PONTUS, WHO HAS BEEN PLEASED TO ADMIT ONE UNTO, AND EXCLUDE THE OTHER. FOR HE COULD NOT BUILD UP HIS MENDACIOUS SCHEME WITHOUT PULLING DOWN THE SYSTEM OF TRUTH. HE FOUND IT NECESSARY TO DEMOLISH SOME OTHER THING, IN ORDER TO BUILD UP THE THEORY WHICH HE WISHED. THIS PROCESS, HOWEVER, IS LIKE CONSTRUCTING A HOUSE WITHOUT PREPARING SUITABLE MATERIALS. THE DISCUSSION OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN DIRECTED TO THIS POINT ALONE, THAT HE IS NO GOD WHO SUPERSEDES THE CREATOR. THEN, WHEN THE FALSE GOD HAD BEEN EXCLUDED BY CERTAIN RULES WHICH PRESCRIPTIVELY SETTLE WHAT IS THE CHARACTER OF THE ONE ONLY PERFECT DIVINITY, THERE COULD HAVE REMAINED NO LONGER ANY QUESTION AS TO THE TRUE GOD. THE PROOF OF HIS EXISTENCE WOULD HAVE BEEN CLEAR, AND THAT, TOO, AMID THE FAILURE OF ALL EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT OF ANY OTHER GOD; AND STILL CLEARER WOULD HAVE SEEMED THE POINT AS TO THE HONOR IN WHICH HE OUGHT WITHOUT CONTROVERSY TO BE HELD: THAT HE OUGHT TO BE WORSHIPPED RATHER THAN JUDGED; SERVED REVERENTIALLY RATHER THAN HANDLED CRITICALLY, OR EVEN DREADED FOR HIS SEVERITY. FOR WHAT WAS MORE FULLY NEEDED BY MAN THAN A CAREFUL ESTIMATE OF THE TRUE GOD, ON WHOM, SO TO SPEAK, HE HAD ALIGHTED, BECAUSE THERE WAS NO OTHER GOD? 
CHAP. II.--THE TRUE DOCTRINE OF GOD THE CREATOR. THE HERETICS PRETENDED TO A KNOWLEDGE OF THE DIVINE BEING, OPPOSED TO AND SUBVERSIVE OF REVELATION. GOD'S NATURE AND WAYS PAST HUMAN DISCOVERY. ADAM'S HERESY. 
WE HAVE NOW, THEN, CLEARED OUR WAY TO THE CONTEMPLATION OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD, THE LORD AND MAKER OF THE UNIVERSE. HIS GREATNESS, AS I THINK, IS SHOWN IN THIS, THAT FROM THE BEGINNING HE MADE HIMSELF KNOWN: HE NEVER HID HIMSELF, BUT ALWAYS SHONE OUT BRIGHTLY, EVEN BEFORE THE TIME OF ROMULUS, TO SAY NOTHING OF THAT OF TIBERIUS; WITH THE EXCEPTION INDEED THAT THE HERETICS, AND THEY ALONE, KNOW HIM NOT, ALTHOUGH THEY TAKE SUCH PAINS ABOUT HIM. THEY ON THIS ACCOUNT SUPPOSE THAT ANOTHER GOD MUST BE ASSUMED TO EXIST, BECAUSE THEY ARE MORE ABLE TO CENSURE THAN DENY HIM WHOSE EXISTENCE IS SO EVIDENT, DERIVING ALL THEIR THOUGHTS ABOUT GOD FROM THE DEDUCTIONS OF SENSE; JUST AS IF SOME BLIND MAN, OR A MAN OF IMPERFECT VISION, CHOSE TO ASSUME SOME OTHER SUN OF MILDER AND HEALTHIER RAY, BECAUSE HE SEES NOT THAT WHICH IS THE OBJECT OF SIGHT. THERE IS, O MAN, BUT ONE SUN WHICH RULES THIS WORLD AND EVEN WHEN YOU THINK OTHERWISE OF HIM, HE IS BEST AND USEFUL; AND ALTHOUGH TO YOU HE MAY SEEM TOO FIERCE AND BANEFUL, OR ELSE, IT MAY BE, TOO SORDID AND CORRUPT, HE YET IS TRUE TO THE LAWS OF HIS OWN EXISTENCE. UNABLE AS YOU ARE TO SEE THROUGH THOSE LAWS, YOU WOULD BE EQUALLY IMPOTENT TO BEAR THE RAYS OF ANY OTHER SUN, WERE THERE ONE, HOWEVER GREAT AND GOOD. NOW, YOU WHOSE SIGHT IS DEFECTIVE IN RESPECT OF THE INFERIOR GOD, WHAT IS YOUR VIEW OF THE SUBLIMER ONE? REALLY YOU ARE TOO LENIENT TO YOUR WEAKNESS; AND SET NOT YOURSELF TO THE PROOF OF THINGS, HOLDING GOD TO BE CERTAINLY, UNDOUBTEDLY, AND THEREFORE SUFFICIENTLY KNOWN, THE VERY MOMENT YOU HAVE DISCOVERED HIM TO EXIST, THOUGH YOU KNOW HIM NOT EXCEPT ON THE SIDE WHERE HE HAS WILLED HIS PROOFS TO LIE. BUT YOU DO NOT EVEN DENY GOD INTELLIGENTLY, YOU TREAT OF HIM IGNORANTLY; NAY, YOU ACCUSE HIM WITH A SEMBLANCE OF INTELLIGENCE, WHOM IF YOU DID BUT KNOW HIM, YOU WOULD NEVER ACCUSE, NAY, NEVER TREAT OF. YOU GIVE HIM HIS NAME INDEED, BUT YOU DENY THE ESSENTIAL TRUTH OF THAT NAME, THAT IS, THE GREATNESS WHICH IS CALLED GOD; NOT ACKNOWLEDGING IT TO BE SUCH AS, WERE IT POSSIBLE FOR IT TO HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO MAN IN EVERY RESPECT, WOULD NOT BE GREATNESS. ISAIAH EVEN SO EARLY, WITH THE CLEARNESS OF AN APOSTLE, FORESEEING THE THOUGHTS OF HERETICAL HEARTS, ASKED, "WHO HATH KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD? OR WHO HATH BEEN HIS COUNSELLOR? WITH WHOM TOOK HE COUNSEL? ... OR WHO TAUGHT HIM KNOWLEDGE, AND SHOWED TO HIM THE WAY OF UNDERSTANDING?" WITH WHOM THE APOSTLE AGREEING EXCLAIMS, "OH THE DEPTH OF THE RICHES BOTH OF THE WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE OF GOD! HOW UNSEARCHABLE ARE HIS JUDGMENTS, AND HIS WAYS PAST FINDING OUT!" "HIS JUDGMENTS UNSEARCHABLE," AS BEING THOSE OF GOD THE JUDGE; AND "HIS WAYS PAST FINDING OUT," AS COMPRISING AN UNDERSTANDING AND KNOWLEDGE WHICH NO MAN HAS EVER SHOWN TO HIM, EXCEPT IT MAY BE THOSE CRITICS OF THE DIVINE BEING, WHO SAY, GOD OUGHT NOT TO HAVE BEEN THIS, AND HE OUGHT RATHER TO HAVE BEEN THAT; AS IF ANY ONE KNEW WHAT IS IN GOD, EXCEPT THE SPIRIT OF GOD. MOREOVER, HAVING THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD, AND "IN THE WISDOM OF GOD BY WISDOM KNOWING NOT GOD," THEY SEEM TO THEMSELVES TO BE WISER THAN GOD; BECAUSE, AS THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD IS FOOLISHNESS WITH GOD, SO ALSO THE WISDOM OF GOD IS FOLLY IN THE WORLD'S ESTEEM. WE, HOWEVER, KNOW THAT "THE FOOLISHNESS OF GOD IS WISER THAN MEN, AND THE WEAKNESS OF GOD IS STRONGER THAN MEN." ACCORDINGLY, GOD IS THEN ESPECIALLY GREAT, WHEN HE IS SMALL TO MAN; THEN ESPECIALLY GOOD, WHEN NOT GOOD IN MAN'S JUDGMENT; THEN ESPECIALLY UNIQUE, WHEN HE SEEMS TO MAN TO BE TWO OR MORE. NOW, IF FROM THE VERY FIRST "THE NATURAL MAN, NOT RECEIVING THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD," HAS DEEMED GOD'S LAW TO BE FOOLISHNESS, AND HAS THEREFORE NEGLECTED TO OBSERVE IT; AND AS A FURTHER CONSEQUENCE, BY HIS NOT HAVING FAITH, "EVEN THAT WHICH HE SEEMETH TO HAVE HATH BEEN TAKEN FROM HIM"--SUCH AS THE GRACE OF PARADISE AND THE FRIENDSHIP OF GOD, BY MEANS OF WHICH HE MIGHT HAVE KNOWN ALL THINGS OF GOD, IF HE HAD CONTINUED IN HIS OBEDIENCE--WHAT WONDER IS IT, IF HE, REDUCED TO HIS MATERIAL NATURE, AND BANISHED TO THE TOIL OF TILLING THE GROUND, HAS IN HIS VERY LABOR, DOWNCAST AND EARTH-GRAVITATING AS IT WAS, HANDED ON THAT EARTH-DERIVED SPIRIT OF THE WORLD TO HIS ENTIRE RACE, WHOLLY NATURAL AND HERETICAL AS IT IS, AND NOT RECEIVING THE THINGS WHICH BELONG TO GOD? OR WHO WILL HESITATE TO DECLARE THE GREAT SIN OF ADAM TO HAVE BEEN HERESY, WHEN HE COMMITTED IT BY THE CHOICE OF HIS OWN WILL RATHER THAN OF GOD'S? EXCEPT THAT ADAM NEVER SAID TO HIS FIG-TREE, WHY HAST THOU MADE ME THUS? HE CONFESSED THAT HE WAS LED ASTRAY; AND HE DID NOT CONCEAL THE SEDUCER. HE WAS A VERY RUDE HERETIC. HE WAS DISOBEDIENT; BUT YET HE DID NOT BLASPHEME HIS CREATOR, NOR BLAME THAT AUTHOR OF HIS BEING, WHOM FROM THE BEGINNING OF HIS LIFE HE HAD FOUND TO BE SO GOOD AND EXCELLENT, AND WHOM HE HAD PERHAPS MADE HIS OWN JUDGE FROM THE VERY FIRST. 
CHAP. III.--GOD KNOWN BY HIS WORKS. HIS GOODNESS SHOWN IN HIS CREATIVE ENERGY; BUT EVERLASTING IN ITS NATURE; INHERENT IN GOD, PREVIOUS TO ALL EXHIBITION OF IT. THE FIRST STAGE OF THIS GOODNESS PRIOR TO MAN. 
IT WILL THEREFORE BE RIGHT FOR US, AS WE ENTER ON THE EXAMINATION OF THE KNOWN GOD, WHEN THE QUESTION ARISES, IN WHAT CONDITION HE IS KNOWN TO US, TO BEGIN WITH HIS WORKS, WHICH ARE PRIOR TO MAN; SO THAT HIS GOODNESS, BEING DISCOVERED IMMEDIATELY ALONG WITH HIMSELF, AND THEN CONSTITUTED AND PRESCRIPTIVELY SETTLED, MAY SUGGEST TO US SOME SENSE WHEREBY WE MAY UNDERSTAND HOW THE SUBSEQUENT ORDER OF THINGS CAME ABOUT. THE DISCIPLES OF MARCION, MOREOVER, MAY POSSIBLY BE ABLE, WHILE RECOGNISING THE GOODNESS OF OUR GOD, TO LEARN HOW WORTHY IT IS LIKEWISE OF THE DIVINE BEING, ON THOSE VERY GROUNDS WHEREBY WE HAVE PROVED IT TO BE UNWORTHY IN THE CASE OF THEIR GOD. NOW THIS VERY POINT, WHICH IS A MATERIAL ONE IN THEIR SCHEME, MARCION DID NOT FIND IN ANY OTHER GOD, BUT ELIMINATED IT FOR HIMSELF OUT OF HIS OWN GOD. THE FIRST GOODNESS, THEN, WAS THAT OF THE CREATOR, WHEREBY GOD WAS UNWILLING TO REMAIN HIDDEN FOR EVER; IN OTHER WORDS, (UNWILLING) THAT THERE SHOULD NOT BE A SOMETHING BY WHICH GOD SHOULD BECOME KNOWN. FOR WHAT, INDEED, IS SO GOOD AS THE KNOWLEDGE AND FRUITION OF GOD? NOW, ALTHOUGH IT DID NOT TRANSPIRES THAT THIS WAS GOOD, BECAUSE AS YET THERE EXISTED NOTHING TO WHICH IT COULD TRANSPIRE, YET GOD FOREKNEW WHAT GOOD WOULD EVENTUALLY TRANSPIRE, AND THEREFORE HE SET HIMSELF ABOUT DEVELOPING HIS OWN PERFECT GOODNESS, FOR THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE GOOD WHICH WAS TO TRANSPIRE; NOT, INDEED, A SUDDEN GOODNESS ISSUING M SOME ACCIDENTAL BOON OR IN SOME EXCITED IMPULSE, SUCH AS MUST BE DATED SIMPLY FROM THE MOMENT WHEN IT BEGAN TO OPERATE. FOR IF IT DID ITSELF PRODUCE ITS OWN BEGINNING WHEN IT BEGAN TO OPERATE, IT HAD NOT, IN FACT, A BEGINNING ITSELF WHEN IT ACTED. WHEN, HOWEVER, AN INITIAL ACT HAD BEEN ONCE DONE BY IT, THE SCHEME OF TEMPORAL SEASONS BEGAN, FOR DISTINGUISHING AND NOTING WHICH, THE STARS AND LUMINARIES OF HEAVEN WERE ARRANGED IN THEIR ORDER. "LET THEM BE," SAYS GOD, "FOR SEASONS, AND FOR DAYS, AND YEARS." PREVIOUS, THEN, TO THIS TEMPORAL COURSE, (THE GOODNESS) WHICH CREATED TIME HAD NOT TIME; NOR BEFORE THAT BEGINNING WHICH THE SAME GOODNESS ORIGINATED, HAD IT A BEGINNING. BEING THEREFORE WITHOUT ALL ORDER OF A BEGINNING, AND ALL MODE OF TIME, IT WILL BE RECKONED TO POSSESS AN AGE, MEASURELESS IN EXTENT AND ENDLESS IN DURATION; NOR WILL IT BE POSSIBLE TO REGARD IT AS A SUDDEN OR ADVENTITIOUS OR IMPULSIVE EMOTION, BECAUSE IT HAS NOTHING TO OCCASION SUCH AN ESTIMATE OF ITSELF; IN OTHER WORDS, NO SORT OF TEMPORAL SEQUENCE. IT MUST THEREFORE BE ACCOUNTED AN ETERNAL ATTRIBUTE, INBRED IN GOD, AND EVERLASTING, AND ON THIS ACCOUNT WORTHY OF THE DIVINE BEING, PUTTING TO SHAME FOR EVER THE BENEVOLENCE OF MARCION'S GOD, SUBSEQUENT AS HE IS TO (I WILL NOT SAY) ALL BEGINNINGS AND TIMES, BUT TO THE VERY MALIGNITY OF THE CREATOR, IF INDEED MALIGNITY COULD POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN FOUND IN GOODNESS. 
CHAP. IV.--THE NEXT STAGE OCCURS IN THE CREATION OF MAN BY THE ETERNAL WORD. SPIRITUAL AS WELL AS PHYSICAL GIFTS TO MAN. THE BLESSINGS OF MAN'S FREE-WILL. 
THE GOODNESS OF GOD HAVING, THEREFORE, PROVIDED MAN FOR THE PURSUIT OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIMSELF, ADDED THIS TO ITS ORIGINAL NOTIFICATION, THAT IT FIRST PREPARED A HABITATION FOR HIM, THE VAST FABRIC (OF THE WORLD) TO BEGIN WITH, AND THEN AFTERWARDS THE VASTER ONE (OF A HIGHER WORLD,) THAT HE MIGHT ON A GREAT AS WELL AS ON A SMALLER STAGE PRACTICE AND ADVANCE IN HIS PROBATION, AND SO BE PROMOTED FROM THE GOOD WHICH GOD HAD GIVEN HIM, THAT IS, FROM HIS HIGH POSITION, TO GOD'S BEST; THAT IS, TO SOME HIGHER ABODE. IN THIS GOOD WORK GOD EMPLOYS A MOST EXCELLENT MINISTER, EVEN HIS OWN WORD. "MY HEART" HE SAYS, "HATH EMITTED MY MOST EXCELLENT WORD." LET MARCION TAKE HENCE HIS FIRST LESSON ON THE NOBLE FRUIT OF THIS TRULY MOST EXCELLENT TREE. BUT, LIKE A MOST CLUMSY CLOWN, HE HAS GRAFTED A GOOD BRANCH ON A BAD STOCK. THE SAPLING, HOWEVER, OF HIS BLASPHEMY SHALL BE NEVER STRONG: IT SHALL WITHER WITH ITS PLANTER, AND THUS SHALL BE MANIFESTED THE NATURE OF THE GOOD TREE. LOOK AT THE TOTAL RESULT: HOW FRUITFUL WAS THE WORD! GOD ISSUED HIS FIAT, AND IT WAS DONE: GOD ALSO SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD; NOT AS IF HE WERE IGNORANT OF THE GOOD UNTIL HE SAW IT; BUT BECAUSE IT WAS GOOD, HE THEREFORE SAW IT, AND HONORED IT, AND SET HIS SEAL UPON IT; AND CONSUMMATED THE GOODNESS OF HIS WORKS BY HIS VOUCHSAFING TO THEM THAT CONTEMPLATION. THUS, GOD BLESSED WHAT HE MADE GOOD, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT COMMEND HIMSELF TO YOU AS WHOLE AND PERFECT, GOOD BOTH IN WORD AND ACT. AS YET THE WORD KNEW NO MALEDICTION, BECAUSE HE WAS A STRANGER TO MALEFACTION. WE SHALL SEE WHAT REASONS REQUIRED THIS ALSO OF GOD. MEANWHILE THE WORLD CONSISTED OF ALL THINGS GOOD, PLAINLY FORESHOWING HOW MUCH GOOD WAS PREPARING FOR HIM FOR WHOM ALL THIS WAS PROVIDED. WHO INDEED WAS SO WORTHY OF DWELLING AMONGST THE WORKS OF GOD, AS HE WHO WAS HIS OWN IMAGE AND LIKENESS? THAT IMAGE WAS WROUGHT OUT BY A GOODNESS EVEN MORE OPERATIVE THAN ITS WONT, WITH NO IMPERIOUS WORD, BUT WITH FRIENDLY HAND PRECEDED BY AN ALMOST AFFABLE UTTERANCE: "LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR IMAGE, AFTER OUR LIKENESS." GOODNESS SPOKE THE WORD; GOODNESS FORMED MAN OF THE DUST OF THE GROUND INTO SO GREAT A SUBSTANCE OF THE FLESH, BUILT UP OUT OF ONE MATERIAL WITH SO MANY QUALITIES; GOODNESS BREATHED INTO HIM A SOUL, NOT DEAD BUT LIVING. GOODNESS GAVE HIM DOMINION OVER ALL THINGS, WHICH HE WAS TO ENJOY AND RULE OVER, AND EVEN GIVE NAMES TO. IN ADDITION TO THIS, GOODNESS ANNEXED PLEASURES TO MAN SO THAT, WHILE MASTER OF THE WHOLE WORLD, HE MIGHT TARRY AMONG HIGHER DELIGHTS, BEING TRANSLATED INTO PARADISE, OUT OF THE WORLD INTO THE CHURCH. THE SELF-SAME GOODNESS PROVIDED ALSO A HELP MEET FOR HIM, THAT THERE MIGHT BE NOTHING IN HIS LOT THAT WAS NOT GOOD. FOR, SAID HE, THAT THE MAN BE ALONE IS NOT GOOD. HE KNEW FULL WELL WHAT A BLESSING TO HIM WOULD BE THE SEX OF MARY, AND ALSO OF THE CHURCH. THE LAW, HOWEVER, WHICH YOU FIND FAULT WITH, AND WREST INTO A SUBJECT OF CONTENTION, WAS IMPOSED ON MAN BY GOODNESS, AIMING AT HIS HAPPINESS, THAT HE MIGHT CLEAVE TO GOD, AND SO NOT SHOW HIMSELF AN ABJECT CREATURE RATHER THAN A FREE ONE, NOR REDUCE HIMSELF TO THE LEVEL OF THE OTHER ANIMALS, HIS SUBJECTS, WHICH WERE FREE FROM GOD, AND EXEMPT FROM ALL TEDIOUS SUBJECTION; BUT MIGHT, AS THE SOLE HUMAN BEING, BOAST THAT HE ALONE WAS WORTHY OF RECEIVING LAWS FROM GOD; AND AS A RATIONAL BEING, CAPABLE OF INTELLIGENCE AND KNOWLEDGE, BE RESTRAINED WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF RATIONAL LIBERTY, SUBJECT TO HIM WHO HAD SUBJECTED ALL THINGS UNTO HIM. TO SECURE THE OBSERVANCE OF THIS LAW, GOODNESS LIKEWISE TOOK COUNSEL BY HELP OF THIS SANCTION: "IN THE DAY THAT THOU EATEST THEREOF, THOU SHALL SURELY DIE." FOR IT WAS A MOST BENIGNANT ACT OF HIS THUS TO POINT OUT THE ISSUES OF TRANSGRESSION, LEST IGNORANCE OF THE DANGER SHOULD ENCOURAGE A NEGLECT OF OBEDIENCE. NOW, SINCE IT WAS GIVEN AS A REASON PREVIOUS TO THE IMPOSITION OF THE LAW, IT ALSO AMOUNTED TO A MOTIVE FOR SUBSEQUENTLY OBSERVING IT, THAT A PENALTY WAS ANNEXED TO ITS TRANSGRESSION; A PENALTY, INDEED, WHICH HE WHO PROPOSED IT WAS STILL UNWILLING THAT IT SHOULD BE INCURRED. LEARN THEN THE GOODNESS OF OUR GOD AMIDST THESE THINGS AND UP TO THIS POINT; LEARN IT FROM HIS EXCELLENT WORKS, FROM HIS KINDLY BLESSINGS, FROM HIS INDULGENT BOUNTIES, FROM HIS GRACIOUS PROVIDENCES, FROM HIS LAWS AND WARNINGS, SO GOOD AND MERCIFUL. 
CHAP. V.--MARCION'S CAVILS CONSIDERED. HIS OBJECTION REFUTED, I.E., MAN'S FALL SHOWED FAILURE IN GOD. THE PERFECTION OF MAN'S BEING LAY IN HIS LIBERTY, WHICH GOD PURPOSELY BESTOWED ON HIM. THE FALL IMPUTABLE TO MAN'S OWN CHOICE. 
NOW THEN, YE DOGS, WHOM THE APOSTLE PUTS OUTSIDE, AND WHO YELP AT THE GOD OF TRUTH, LET US COME TO YOUR VARIOUS QUESTIONS. THESE ARE THE BONES OF CONTENTION, WHICH YOU ARE PERPETUALLY GNAWING! IF GOD IS GOOD, AND PRESCIENT OF THE FUTURE, AND ABLE TO AVERT EVIL, WHY DID HE PERMIT MAN, THE VERY IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF HIMSELF, AND, BY THE ORIGIN OF HIS SOUL, HIS OWN SUBSTANCE TOO, TO BE DECEIVED BY THE DEVIL, AND FALL FROM OBEDIENCE OF THE LAW INTO DEATH? FOR IF HE HAD BEEN GOOD, AND SO UNWILLING THAT SUCH A CATASTROPHE SHOULD HAPPEN, AND PRESCIENT, SO AS NOT TO BE IGNORANT OF WHAT WAS TO COME TO PASS, AND POWERFUL ENOUGH TO HINDER ITS OCCURRENCE, THAT ISSUE WOULD NEVER HAVE COME ABOUT, WHICH SHOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE UNDER THESE THREE CONDITIONS OF THE DIVINE GREATNESS. SINCE, HOWEVER, IT HAS OCCURRED, THE CONTRARY PROPOSITION IS MOST CERTAINLY TRUE, THAT GOD MUST BE DEEMED NEITHER GOOD, NOR PRESCIENT, NOR POWERFUL. FOR AS NO SUCH ISSUE COULD HAVE HAPPENED HAD GOD BEEN SUCH AS HE IS REPUTED--GOOD, AND PRESCIENT, AND MIGHTY--SO HAS THIS ISSUE ACTUALLY HAPPENED, BECAUSE HE IS NOT SUCH A GOD. IN REPLY, WE MUST FIRST VINDICATE THOSE ATTRIBUTES IN THE CREATOR WHICH ARE CALLED IN QUESTION--NAMELY, HIS GOODNESS AND FOREKNOWLEDGE, AND POWER. BUT I SHALL NOT LINGER LONG OVER THIS POINT FOR CHRIST'S OWN DEFINITION COMES TO OUR AID AT ONCE. FROM WORKS MUST PROOFS BE OBTAINED. THE CREATOR'S WORKS TESTIFY AT ONCE TO HIS GOODNESS, SINCE THEY ARE GOOD, AS WE HAVE SHOWN, AND TO HIS POWER, SINCE THEY ARE MIGHTY, AND SPRING INDEED OUT OF NOTHING. AND EVEN IF THEY WERE MADE OUT OF SOME (PREVIOUS) MATTER, AS SOME WILL HAVE IT, THEY ARE EVEN THUS OUT OF NOTHING, BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT WHAT THEY ARE. IN SHORT, BOTH THEY ARE GREAT BECAUSE THEY ARE GOOD; AND GOD IS LIKEWISE MIGHTY, BECAUSE ALL THINGS ARE HIS OWN, WHENCE HE IS ALMIGHTY. BUT WHAT SHALL I SAY OF HIS PRESCIENCE, WHICH HAS FOR ITS WITNESSES AS MANY PROPHETS AS IT INSPIRED? AFTER ALL, WHAT TITLE TO PRESCIENCE DO WE LOOK FOR IN THE AUTHOR OF THE UNIVERSE, SINCE IT WAS BY THIS VERY ATTRIBUTE THAT HE FOREKNEW ALL THINGS WHEN HE APPOINTED THEM THEIR PLACES, AND APPOINTED THEM THEIR PLACES WHEN HE FORE KNEW THEM? THERE IS SIN ITSELF. IF HE HAD NOT FOREKNOWN THIS, HE WOULD NOT HAVE PROCLAIMED A CAUTION AGAINST IT UNDER THE PENALTY OF DEATH. NOW IF THERE WERE IN GOD SUCH ATTRIBUTES AS MUST HAVE RENDERED IT BOTH IMPOSSIBLE AND IMPROPER FOR ANY EVIL TO HAVE HAPPENED TO MAN, AND YET EVIL DID OCCUR, LET US CONSIDER MAN'S CONDITION ALSO--WHETHER IT, WERE NOT, IN FACT, RATHER THE CAUSE WHY THAT CAME TO PASS WHICH COULD NOT HAVE HAPPENED THROUGH GOD. I FIND, THEN, THAT MAN WAS BY GOD CONSTITUTED FREE, MASTER OF HIS OWN WILL AND POWER; INDICATING THE PRESENCE OF GOD'S IMAGE AND LIKENESS IN HIM BY NOTHING SO WELL AS BY THIS CONSTITUTION OF HIS NATURE. FOR IT WAS NOT BY HIS FACE, AND BY THE LINEAMENTS OF HIS BODY, THOUGH THEY WERE SO VARIED IN HIS HUMAN NATURE, THAT HE EXPRESSED HIS LIKENESS TO THE FORM OF GOD; BUT HE SHOWED HIS STAMP IN THAT ESSENCE WHICH HE DERIVED FROM GOD HIMSELF (THAT IS, THE SPIRITUAL, WHICH ANSWERED TO THE FORM OF GOD), AND IN THE FREEDOM AND POWER OF HIS WILL. THIS HIS STATE WAS CONFIRMED EVEN BY THE VERY LAW WHICH GOD THEN IMPOSED UPON HIM. FOR A LAW WOULD NOT BE IMPOSED UPON ONE WHO HAD IT NOT IN HIS POWER TO RENDER THAT OBEDIENCE WHICH IS DUE TO LAW; NOR AGAIN, WOULD THE PENALTY OF DEATH BE THREATENED AGAINST SIN, IF A CONTEMPT OF THE LAW WERE IMPOSSIBLE TO MAN IN THE LIBERTY OF HIS WILL. SO, IN THE CREATOR'S SUBSEQUENT LAWS ALSO YOU WILL FIND, WHEN HE SETS BEFORE MAN GOOD AND EVIL, LIFE AND DEATH, THAT THE ENTIRE COURSE OF DISCIPLINE IS ARRANGED IN PRECEPTS BY GOD'S CALLING MEN FROM SIN, AND THREATENING AND EXHORTING THEM; AND THIS ON NO OTHER GROUND THAN THAT MAN IS FREE, WITH A WILL EITHER FOR OBEDIENCE OR RESISTANCE. 
CHAP. VI.--THIS LIBERTY VINDICATED IN RESPECT OF ITS ORIGINAL CREATION; SUITABLE ALSO FOR EXHIBITING THE GOODNESS AND THE PURPOSE OF GOD. REWARD AND PUNISHMENT IMPOSSIBLE IF MAN WERE GOOD OR EVIL THROUGH NECESSITY AND NOT CHOICE. 
BUT ALTHOUGH WE SHALL BE UNDERSTOOD, FROM OUR ARGUMENT, TO BE ONLY SO AFFIRMING MAN'S UNSHACKLED POWER OVER HIS WILL, THAT WHAT HAPPENS TO HIM SHOULD BE LAID TO HIS OWN CHARGE, AND NOT TO GOD'S, YET THAT YOU MAY NOT OBJECT, EVEN NOW, THAT HE OUGHT NOT TO HAVE BEEN SO CONSTITUTED, SINCE HIS LIBERTY AND POWER OF WILL MIGHT TURN OUT TO BE INJURIOUS, I WILL FIRST OF ALL MAINTAIN THAT HE WAS RIGHTLY SO CONSTITUTED, THAT I MAY WITH THE GREATER CONFIDENCE COMMEND BOTH HIS ACTUAL CONSTITUTION, AND THE ADDITIONAL FACT OF ITS BEING WORTHY OF THE DIVINE BEING; THE CAUSE WHICH LED TO MAN'S BEING CREATED WITH SUCH A CONSTITUTION BEING SHOWN TO BE THE BETTER ONE. MOREOVER, MAN THUS CONSTITUTED WILL BE PROTECTED BY BOTH THE GOODNESS OF GOD AND BY HIS PURPOSE, BOTH OF WHICH ARE ALWAYS FOUND IN CONCERT IN OUR GOD. FOR HIS PURPOSE IS NO PURPOSE WITHOUT GOODNESS; NOR IS HIS GOODNESS GOODNESS WITHOUT A PURPOSE, EXCEPT FORSOOTH IN THE CASE OF MARCION'S GOD, WHO IS PURPOSELESSLY GOOD, AS WE HAVE SHOWN. WELL, THEN, IT WAS PROPER THAT GOD SHOULD BE KNOWN; IT WAS NO DOUBT A GOOD AND REASONABLE THING. PROPER ALSO WAS IT THAT THERE SHOULD BE SOMETHING WORTHY OF KNOWING GOD. WHAT COULD BE FOUND SO WORTHY AS THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD? THIS ALSO WAS UNDOUBTEDLY GOOD AND REASONABLE. THEREFORE, IT WAS PROPER THAT (HE WHO IS) THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD SHOULD BE FORMED WITH A FREE WILL AND A MASTERY OF HIM SELF; SO THAT THIS VERY THING--NAMELY, FREEDOM OF WILL AND SELF-COMMAND--MIGHT BE RECKONED AS THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD IN HIM. FOR THIS PURPOSE, SUCH AN ESSENCE WAS ADAPTED TO MAN AS SUITED THIS CHARACTER, EVEN THE AFFLATUS OF THE DEITY, HIMSELF FREE AND UNCONTROLLED. BUT IF YOU WILL TAKE SOME OTHER VIEW OF THE CASE, HOW CAME IT TO PASS THAT MAN, WHEN IN POSSESSION OF THE WHOLE WORLD, DID NOT ABOVE ALL THINGS REIGN IN SELF-POSSESSION--A MASTER OVER OTHERS, A SLAVE TO HIMSELF? THE GOODNESS OF GOD, THEN, YOU CAN LEARN FROM HIS GRACIOUS GIFT TO MAN, AND HIS PURPOSE FROM HIS DISPOSAL OF ALL THINGS. AT PRESENT, LET GOD'S GOODNESS ALONE OCCUPY OUR ATTENTION, THAT WHICH GAVE SO LARGE A GIFT TO MAN, EVEN THE LIBERTY OF HIS WILL. GOD'S PURPOSE CLAIMS SOME OTHER OPPORTUNITY OF TREATMENT, OFFERING AS IT DOES INSTRUCTION OF LIKE IMPORT. NOW, GOD ALONE IS GOOD BY NATURE. FOR HE, WHO HAS THAT WHICH IS WITHOUT BEGINNING, HAS IT NOT BY CREATION, BUT BY NATURE. MAN, HOWEVER, WHO EXISTS ENTIRELY BY CREATION, HAVING A BEGINNING, ALONG WITH THAT BEGINNING OBTAINED THE FORM IN WHICH HE EXISTS; AND THUS HE IS NOT BY NATURE DISPOSED TO GOOD, BUT BY CREATION, NOT HAVING IT AS HIS OWN ATTRIBUTE TO BE GOOD, BECAUSE, (AS WE HAVE SAID,) IT IS NOT BY NATURE, BUT BY CREATION, THAT HE IS DISPOSED TO GOOD, ACCORDING TO THE APPOINTMENT OF HIS GOOD CREATOR, EVEN THE AUTHOR OF ALL GOOD. IN ORDER, THEREFORE, THAT MAN MIGHT HAVE A GOODNESS OF HIS OWN, BESTOWED ON HIM BY GOD, AND THERE MIGHT BE HENCEFORTH IN MAN A PROPERTY, AND IN A CERTAIN SENSE A NATURAL ATTRIBUTE OF GOODNESS, THERE WAS ASSIGNED TO HIM IN THE CONSTITUTION OF HIS NATURE, AS A FORMAL WITNESS OF THE GOODNESS WHICH GOD BESTOWED UPON HIM, FREEDOM AND POWER OF THE WILL, SUCH AS SHOULD CAUSE GOOD TO BE PERFORMED SPONTANEOUSLY BY MAN, AS A PROPERTY OF HIS OWN, ON THE GROUND THAT NO LESS THAN THIS WOULD BE REQUIRED IN THE MATTER OF A GOODNESS WHICH WAS TO BE VOLUNTARILY EXERCISED BY HIM, THAT IS TO SAY, BY THE LIBERTY OF HIS WILL, WITHOUT EITHER FAVOR OR SERVILITY TO THE CONSTITUTION OF HIS NATURE, SO THAT MAN SHOULD BE GOOD JUST UP TO THIS POINT, IF HE SHOULD DISPLAY HIS GOODNESS IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS NATURAL CONSTITUTION INDEED, BUT STILL AS THE RESULT OF HIS WILL, AS A PROPERTY OF HIS NATURE; AND, BY A SIMILAR EXERCISE OF VOLITION, SHOULD SHOW HIMSELF TO BE TOO STRONG IN DEFENSE AGAINST EVIL ALSO (FOR EVEN THIS GOD, OF COURSE, FORESAW), BEING FREE, AND MASTER OF HIMSELF; BECAUSE, IF HE WERE WANTING IN THIS PREROGATIVE OF SELF-MASTERY, SO AS TO PERFORM EVEN GOOD BY NECESSITY AND NOT WILL, HE WOULD, IN THE HELPLESSNESS OF HIS SERVITUDE, BECOME SUBJECT TO THE USURPATION OF EVIL, A SLAVE AS MUCH TO EVIL AS TO GOOD. ENTIRE FREEDOM OF WILL, THEREFORE, WAS CONFERRED UPON HIM IN BOTH TENDENCIES; SO THAT, AS MASTER OF HIMSELF, HE MIGHT CONSTANTLY ENCOUNTER GOOD BY SPONTANEOUS OBSERVANCE OF IT, AND EVIL BY ITS SPONTANEOUS AVOIDANCE; BECAUSE, WERE MAN EVEN OTHERWISE CIRCUMSTANCED, IT WAS YET HIS BOUNDEN DUTY, IN THE JUDGMENT OF GOD, TO DO JUSTICE ACCORDING TO THE MOTIONS OF HIS WILL REGARDED, OF COURSE, AS FREE. BUT THE REWARD NEITHER OF GOOD NOR OF EVIL COULD BE PAID TO THE MAN WHO SHOULD BE FOUND TO HAVE BEEN EITHER GOOD OR EVIL THROUGH NECESSITY AND NOT CHOICE. IN THIS REALLY LAY THE LAW WHICH DID NOT EXCLUDE, BUT RATHER PROVE, HUMAN LIBERTY BY A SPONTANEOUS RENDERING OF OBEDIENCE, OR A SPONTANEOUS COMMISSION OF INIQUITY; SO PATENT WAS THE LIBERTY OF MAN'S WILL FOR EITHER ISSUE. SINCE, THEREFORE, BOTH THE GOODNESS AND PURPOSE OF GOD ARE DISCOVERED IN THE GIFT TO MAN OF FREEDOM IN HIS WILL, IT IS NOT RIGHT, AFTER IGNORING THE ORIGINAL DEFINITION OF GOODNESS AND PURPOSE WHICH IT WAS NECESSARY TO DETERMINE PREVIOUS TO ANY DISCUSSION OF THE SUBJECT, ON SUBSEQUENT FACTS TO PRESUME TO SAY THAT GOD OUGHT NOT IN SUCH A WAY TO HAVE FORMED MAN, BECAUSE THE ISSUE WAS OTHER THAN WHAT WAS ASSUMED TO BE PROPER FOR GOD. WE OUGHT RATHER, AFTER DULY CONSIDERING THAT IT BEHOOVED GOD SO TO CREATE MAN, TO LEAVE THIS CONSIDERATION UNIMPAIRED, AND TO SURVEY THE OTHER ASPECTS OF THE CASE. IT IS, NO DOUBT, AN EASY PROCESS FOR PERSONS WHO TAKE OFFENCE AT THE FALL OF MAN, BEFORE THEY HAVE LOOKED INTO THE FACTS OF HIS CREATION, TO IMPUTE THE BLAME OF WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CREATOR, WITHOUT ANY EXAMINATION OF HIS PURPOSE. TO CONCLUDE: THE GOODNESS OF GOD, THEN FULLY CONSIDERED FROM THE BEGINNING OF HIS WORKS, WILL BE ENOUGH TO CONVINCE US THAT NOTHING EVIL COULD POSSIBLY HAVE COME FORTH FROM GOD; AND THE LIBERTY OF MAN WILL, AFTER A SECOND THOUGHT, SHOW US THAT IT ALONE IS CHARGEABLE WITH THE FAULT WHICH ITSELF COMMITTED. 
CHAP. VII.--IF GOD HAD ANYHOW CHECKED MAN'S LIBERTY, MARCION WOULD HAVE BEEN READY WITH ANOTHER AND OPPOSITE CAVIL. MAN'S FALL FORESEEN BY GOD. PROVISION MADE FOR IT REMEDIALLY AND CONSISTENTLY WITH HIS TRUTH AND GOODNESS. 
BY SUCH A CONCLUSION ALL IS RESERVED UNIMPAIRED TO GOD; BOTH HIS NATURAL GOODNESS, AND THE PURPOSES OF HIS GOVERNANCE AND FOREKNOWLEDGE, AND THE ABUNDANCE OF HIS POWER. YOU OUGHT, HOWEVER, TO DEDUCT FROM GOD'S ATTRIBUTES BOTH HIS SUPREME EARNESTNESS OF PURPOSE AND MOST EXCELLENT TRUTH IN HIS WHOLE CREATION, IF YOU WOULD CEASE TO INQUIRE WHETHER ANYTHING COULD HAVE HAPPENED AGAINST THE WILL OF GOD. FOR, WHILE HOLDING THIS EARNESTNESS AND TRUTH OF THE GOOD GOD, WHICH ARE INDEED CAPABLE OF PROOF FROM THE RATIONAL CREATION, YOU WILL NOT WONDER AT THE FACT THAT GOD DID NOT INTERFERE TO PREVENT THE OCCURRENCE OF WHAT HE WISHED NOT TO HAPPEN, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT KEEP FROM HARM WHAT HE WISHED. FOR, SINCE HE HAD ONCE FOR ALL ALLOWED (AND, AS WE HAVE SHOWN, WORTHILY ALLOWED) TO MAN FREEDOM OF WILL AND MASTERY OF HIMSELF, SURELY HE FROM HIS VERY AUTHORITY IN CREATION PERMITTED THESE GIFTS TO BE ENJOYED: TO BE ENJOYED, TOO, SO FAR AS LAY IN HIMSELF, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN CHARACTER AS GOD, THAT IS, FOR GOOD (FOR WHO WOULD PERMIT ANYTHING HOSTILE TO HIMSELF?); AND, SO FAR AS LAY IN MAN, ACCORDING TO THE IMPULSES OF HIS LIBERTY (FOR WHO DOES NOT, WHEN GIVING ANYTHING TO ANY ONE TO ENJOY, ACCOMPANY THE GIFT WITH A PERMISSION TO ENJOY IT WITH ALL HIS HEART AND WILL?). THE NECESSARY CONSEQUENCE, THEREFORE, WAS, THAT GOD MUST SEPARATE FROM THE LIBERTY WHICH HE HAD ONCE FOR ALL BESTOWED UPON MAN (IN OTHER WORDS, KEEP WITHIN HIMSELF), BOTH HIS FOREKNOWLEDGE AND POWER, THROUGH WHICH HE MIGHT HAVE PREVENTED MAN'S FALLING INTO DANGER WHEN ATTEMPTING WRONGLY TO ENJOY HIS LIBERTY. NOW, IF HE HAD INTERPOSED, HE WOULD HAVE RESCINDED THE LIBERTY OF MAN'S WILL, WHICH HE HAD PERMITTED WITH SET PURPOSE, AND IN GOODNESS. BUT, SUPPOSE GOD HAD INTERPOSED; SUPPOSE HIM TO HAVE ABROGATED MAN'S LIBERTY, BY WARNING HIM FROM THE TREE, AND KEEPING OFF THE SUBTLE SERPENT FROM HIS INTERVIEW WITH THE WOMAN; WOULD NOT MARCION THEN EXCLAIM, WHAT A FRIVOLOUS, UNSTABLE, AND FAITHLESS LORD, CANCELLING THE GIFTS HE HAD BESTOWED! WHY DID HE ALLOW ANY LIBERTY OF WILL, IF HE AFTERWARDS WITHDREW IT? WHY WITHDRAW IT AFTER ALLOWING IT? LET HIM CHOOSE WHERE TO BRAND HIMSELF WITH ERROR, EITHER IN HIS ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION OF MAN, OR IN HIS SUBSEQUENT ABROGATION THEREOF! IF HE HAD CHECKED (MAN'S FREEDOM), WOULD HE NOT THEN SEEM TO HAVE BEEN RATHER DECEIVED, THROUGH WANT OF FORESIGHT INTO THE FUTURE? BUT IN GIVING IT FULL SCOPE, WHO WOULD NOT SAY THAT HE DID SO IN IGNORANCE OF THE ISSUE OF THINGS? GOD, HOWEVER, DID FORE-KNOW THAT MAN WOULD MAKE A BAD USE OF HIS CREATED CONSTITUTION; AND YET WHAT CAN BE SO WORTHY OF GOD AS HIS EARNESTNESS OF PURPOSE, AND THE TRUTH OF HIS CREATED WORKS, BE THEY WHAT THEY MAY? MAN MUST SEE, IF HE FAILED TO MAKE THE MOST OF THE GOOD GIFT HE HAD RECEIVED, HOW THAT HE WAS HIMSELF GUILTY IN RESPECT OF THE LAW WHICH HE DID NOT CHOOSE TO KEEP, AND NOT THAT THE LAWGIVER WAS COMMITTING A FRAUD AGAINST HIS OWN LAW, BY NOT PERMITTING ITS INJUNCTIONS TO BE FULFILLED. WHENEVER YOU ARE INCLINED TO INDULGE IN SUCH CENSURE (AND IT IS THE MOST BECOMING FOR YOU) AGAINST THE CREATOR, RECALL GENTLY TO YOUR MIND IN HIS BEHALF HIS EARNESTNESS, AND ENDURANCE, AND TRUTH, IN HAVING GIVEN COMPLETENESS TO HIS CREATURES BOTH AS RATIONAL AND GOOD. 
CHAP. VIII.--MAN, ENDUED WITH LIBERTY, SUPERIOR TO THE ANGELS. OVERCOMES EVEN THE ANGEL WHICH LURED HIM TO HIS FALL, WHEN REPENTANT AND RESUMING OBEDIENCE TO GOD. 
FOR IT WAS NOT MERELY THAT HE MIGHT LIVE THE NATURAL LIFE THAT GOD HAD PRODUCED MAN, BUT THAT HE SHOULD LIVE VIRTUOUSLY, THAT IS, IN RELATION TO GOD AND TO HIS LAW. ACCORDINGLY, GOD GAVE HIM TO LIVE WHEN HE WAS FORMED INTO A LIVING SOUL; BUT HE CHARGED HIM TO LIVE VIRTUOUSLY WHEN HE WAS REQUIRED TO OBEY A LAW. SO ALSO, GOD SHOWS THAT MAN WAS NOT CONSTITUTED FOR DEATH, BY NOW WISHING THAT HE SHOULD BE RESTORED TO LIFE, PREFERRING THE SINNER'S REPENTANCE TO HIS DEATH. AS, THEREFORE, GOD DESIGNED FOR MAN A CONDITION OF LIFE, SO MAN BROUGHT ON HIMSELF A STATE OF DEATH; AND THIS, TOO, NEITHER THROUGH INFIRMITY NOR THROUGH IGNORANCE, SO THAT NO BLAME CAN BE IMPUTED TO THE CREATOR. NO DOUBT IT WAS AN ANGEL WHO WAS THE SEDUCER; BUT THEN THE VICTIM OF THAT SEDUCTION WAS FREE, AND MASTER OF HIMSELF; AND AS BEING THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD, WAS STRONGER THAN ANY ANGEL; AND AS BEING, TOO, THE AFFLATUS OF THE DIVINE BEING, WAS NOBLER THAN THAT MATERIAL SPIRIT OF WHICH ANGELS WERE MADE. WHO MAKETH, SAYS HE, HIS ANGELS, SPIRITS, AND HIS MINISTERS A FLAME OF FIRE. HE WOULD NOT HAVE MADE ALL THINGS SUBJECT TO MAN, IF HE HAD BEEN TOO WEAK FOR THE DOMINION, AND INFERIOR TO THE ANGELS, TO WHOM HE ASSIGNED NO SUCH SUBJECTS; NOR WOULD HE HAVE PUT THE BURDEN OF LAW UPON HIM, IF HE HAD BEEN INCAPABLE OF SUSTAINING SO GREAT A WEIGHT; NOR, AGAIN, WOULD HE HAVE THREATENED WITH THE PENALTY OF DEATH A CREATURE WHOM HE KNEW TO BE GUILTLESS ON THE SCORE OF HIS HELPLESSNESS: IN SHORT, IF HE HAD MADE HIM INFIRM, IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN BY LIBERTY AND INDEPENDENCE OF WILL, BUT RATHER BY THE WITHHOLDING FROM HIM THESE ENDOWMENTS. AND THUS, IT COMES TO PASS, THAT EVEN NOW ALSO, THE SAME HUMAN BEING, THE SAME SUBSTANCE OF HIS SOUL, THE SAME CONDITION AS ADAM'S, IS MADE CONQUEROR OVER THE SAME DEVIL BY THE SELF-SAME LIBERTY AND POWER OF HIS WILL, WHEN IT MOVES IN OBEDIENCE TO THE LAWS OF GOD. 
CHAP. IX.--ANOTHER CAVIL ANSWERED, I.E., THE FALL IMPUTABLE TO GOD, BECAUSE MAN'S SOUL IS A PORTION OF THE SPIRITUAL ESSENCE OF THE CREATOR. THE DIVINE AFFLATUS NOT IN FAULT IN THE SIN OF MAN, BUT THE HUMAN WILL WHICH WAS ADDITIONAL TO IT. 
BUT, YOU SAY, IN WHAT WAY SOEVER THE SUBSTANCE OF THE CREATOR IS FOUND TO BE SUSCEPTIBLE OF FAULT, WHEN THE AFFLATUS OF GOD, THAT IS TO SAY, THE SOUL, OFFENDS IN MAN, IT CANNOT BUT BE THAT THAT FAULT OF THE PORTION IS REFERRIBLE TO THE ORIGINAL WHOLE. NOW, TO MEET THIS OBJECTION, WE MUST EXPLAIN THE NATURE OF THE SOUL. WE MUST AT THE OUTSET HOLD FAST THE MEANING OF THE GREEK SCRIPTURE, WHICH HAS AFFLATUS, NOT SPIRIT. SOME INTERPRETERS OF THE GREEK, WITHOUT REFLECTING ON THE DIFFERENCE OF THE WORDS, AND CARELESS ABOUT THEIR EXACT MEANING, PUT SPIRIT FOR AFFLATUS; THEY THUS AFFORD TO HERETICS AN OPPORTUNITY OF TARNISHING THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THAT IS TO SAY, GOD HIMSELF, WITH DEFAULT. AND NOW COMES THE QUESTION. AFFLATUS, OBSERVE THEN, IS LESS THAN SPIRIT, ALTHOUGH IT COMES FROM SPIRIT; IT IS THE SPIRIT'S GENTLE BREEZE, BUT IT IS NOT THE SPIRIT. NOW A BREEZE IS RARER THAN THE WIND; AND ALTHOUGH IT PROCEEDS FROM WIND, YET A BREEZE IS NOT THE WIND. ONE MAY CALL A BREEZE THE IMAGE OF THE SPIRIT. IN THE SAME MANNER, MAN IS THE IMAGE OF GOD, THAT IS, OF SPIRIT; FOR GOD IS SPIRIT. AFFLATUS IS THEREFORE THE IMAGE OF THE SPIRIT. NOW THE IMAGE IS NOT IN ANY CASE EQUAL TO THE VERY THING. IT IS ONE THING TO BE LIKE THE REALITY, AND ANOTHER THING TO BE THE REALITY ITSELF. SO, ALTHOUGH THE AFFLATUS IS THE IMAGE OF THE SPIRIT, IT IS YET NOT POSSIBLE TO COMPARE THE IMAGE OF GOD IN SUCH A WAY, THAT, BECAUSE THE REALITY--THAT IS, THE SPIRIT, OR IN OTHER WORDS, THE DIVINE BEING--IS FAULTLESS, THEREFORE THE AFFLATUS ALSO, THAT IS TO SAY, THE IMAGE, OUGHT NOT BY ANY POSSIBILITY TO HAVE DONE WRONG. IN THIS RESPECT WILL THE IMAGE BE LESS THAN THE REALITY, AND THE AFFLATUS INFERIOR TO THE SPIRIT, IN THAT, WHILE IT POSSESSES BEYOND DOUBT THE TRUE LINEAMENTS OF DIVINITY, SUCH AS AN IMMORTAL SOUL, FREEDOM AND ITS OWN MASTERY OVER ITSELF, FOREKNOWLEDGE IN A GREAT DEGREE, REASONABLENESS, CAPACITY OF UNDERSTANDING AND KNOWLEDGE, IT IS EVEN IN THESE RESPECTS AN IMAGE STILL, AND NEVER AMOUNTS TO THE ACTUAL POWER OF DEITY, NOR TO ABSOLUTE EXEMPTION FROM FAULT,--A PROPERTY WHICH IS ONLY CONCEDED TO GOD, THAT IS, TO THE REALITY, AND WHICH IS SIMPLY INCOMPATIBLE WITH AN IMAGE. AN IMAGE, ALTHOUGH IT MAY EXPRESS ALL THE LINEAMENTS OF THE REALITY, IS YET WANTING IN ITS INTRINSIC POWER; IT IS DESTITUTE OF MOTION. IN LIKE MANNER, THE SOUL, THE IMAGE OF THE SPIRIT, IS UNABLE TO EXPRESS THE SIMPLE POWER THEREOF, THAT IS TO SAY, ITS HAPPY EXEMPTION FROM SINNING. WERE IT OTHERWISE, IT WOULD NOT BE SOUL, BUT SPIRIT; NOT MAN, WHO RECEIVED A SOUL, BUT, GOD? BESIDES, TO TAKE ANOTHER VIEW OF THE MATTER, NOT EVERYTHING WHICH PERTAINS TO GOD WILL BE REGARDED AS GOD, SO THAT YOU WOULD NOT MAINTAIN THAT HIS AFFLATUS WAS GOD, THAT IS, EXEMPT FROM FAULT, BECAUSE IT IS THE BREATH OF GOD. AND IN AN ACT OF YOUR OWN, SUCH AS BLOWING INTO A FLUTE, YOU WOULD NOT THEREBY MAKE THE FLUTE HUMAN, ALTHOUGH IT WAS YOUR OWN HUMAN BREATH WHICH YOU BREATHED INTO IT, PRECISELY AS GOD BREATHED OF HIS OWN SPIRIT, IN FACT, THE SCRIPTURE, BY EXPRESSLY SAYING THAT GOD BREATHED INTO MAN'S NOSTRILS THE BREATH OF LIFE, AND THAT MAN BECAME THEREBY A LIVING SOUL, NOT A LIFE-GIVING SPIRIT, HAS DISTINGUISHED THAT SOUL FROM THE CONDITION OF THE CREATOR. THE WORK MUST NECESSARILY BE DISTINCT FROM THE WORKMAN, AND IT IS INFERIOR TO HIM. THE PITCHER WILL NOT BE THE POTTER, ALTHOUGH MADE BY THE POTTER; NOR IN LIKE MANNER, WILL THE AFFLATUS, BECAUSE MADE BY THE SPIRIT, BE ON THAT ACCOUNT THE SPIRIT. THE SOUL HAS OFTEN BEEN CALLED BY THE SAME NAME AS THE BREATH. YOU SHOULD ALSO TAKE CARE THAT NO DESCENT BE MADE FROM THE BREATH TO A STILL LOWER QUALITY. SO, YOU HAVE GRANTED (YOU SAY) THE INFIRMITY OF THE SOUL, WHICH YOU DENIED BEFORE! UNDOUBTEDLY, WHEN YOU DEMAND FOR IT AN EQUALITY WITH GOD, THAT IS, A FREEDOM FROM FAULT, I CONTEND THAT IT IS INFIRM. BUT WHEN THE COMPARISON IS CHALLENGED WITH AN ANGEL, I AM COMPELLED TO MAINTAIN THAT THE HEAD OVER ALL THINGS IS THE STRONGER OF THE TWO, TO WHOM THE ANGELS ARE MINISTERS, WHO IS DESTINED TO BE THE JUDGE OF ANGELS, IF HE SHALL STAND FAST IN THE LAW OF GOD--AN OBEDIENCE WHICH HE REFUSED AT FIRST. NOW THIS DISOBEDIENCE IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR THE AFFLATUS OF GOD TO COMMIT: IT WAS POSSIBLE, BUT IT WAS NOT PROPER. THE POSSIBILITY LAY IN ITS SLENDERNESS OF NATURE, AS BEING THE BREATH AND NOT THE SPIRIT; THE IMPROPRIETY, HOWEVER, AROSE FROM ITS POWER OF WILL, AS BEING FREE, AND NOT A SLAVE. IT WAS FURTHERMORE ASSISTED BY THE WARNING AGAINST COMMITTING SIN UNDER THE THREAT OF INCURRING DEATH, WHICH WAS MEANT TO BE A SUPPORT FOR ITS SLENDER NATURE, AND A DIRECTION FOR ITS LIBERTY OF CHOICE. SO THAT THE SOUL CAN NO LONGER APPEAR TO HAVE SINNED, BECAUSE IT HAS AN AFFINITY WITH GOD, THAT IS TO SAY, THROUGH THE AFFLATUS, BUT RATHER THROUGH THAT WHICH WAS AN ADDITION TO ITS NATURE, THAT IS, THROUGH ITS FREE-WILL, WHICH WAS INDEED GIVEN TO IT BY GOD IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS PURPOSE AND REASON, BUT RECKLESSLY EMPLOYED BY MAN ACCORDING AS HE CHOSE. THIS, THEN, BEING THE CASE, THE ENTIRE COURSE OF GOD'S ACTION IS PURGED FROM ALL IMPUTATION TO EVIL. FOR THE LIBERTY OF THE WILL WILL NOT RETORT ITS OWN WRONG ON HIM BY WHOM IT WAS BESTOWED, BUT ON HIM BY WHOM IT WAS IMPROPERLY USED. WHAT IS THE EVIL, THEN, WHICH YOU WANT TO IMPUTE TO THE CREATOR? IF IT IS MAN'S SIN, IT WILL NOT BE GOD'S FAULT, BECAUSE IT IS MAN'S DOING; NOR IS THAT BEING TO BE REGARDED AS THE AUTHOR OF THE SIN, WHO TURNS OUT TO BE ITS FORBIDDER, NAY, ITS CONDEMNER. IF DEATH IS THE EVIL, DEATH WILL NOT GIVE THE REPROACH OF BEING ITS OWN AUTHOR TO HIM WHO THREATENED IT, BUT TO HIM WHO DESPISED IT. FOR BY HIS CONTEMPT HE INTRODUCED IT, WHICH ASSUREDLY WOULD NOT HAVE APPEARED HAD MAN NOT DESPISED IT. 
CHAP. X.--ANOTHER CAVIL MET, I.E., THE DEVIL WHO INSTIGATED MAN TO SIN HIMSELF THE CREATURE OF GOD. NAY, THE PRIMEVAL CHERUB ONLY WAS GOD'S WORK. THE DEVILISH NATURE SUPERADDED BY WILFULNESS. IN MAN'S RECOVERY THE DEVIL IS VANQUISHED IN A CONFLICT ON HIS OWN GROUND. 
IF, HOWEVER, YOU CHOOSE TO TRANSFER THE ACCOUNT OF EVIL FROM MAN TO THE DEVIL AS THE INSTIGATOR OF SIN, AND IN THIS WAY, TOO, THROW THE BLAME ON THE CREATOR, INASMUCH AS HE CREATED THE DEVIL,--FOR HE MAKETH THOSE SPIRITUAL BEINGS, THE ANGELS--THEN IT WILL FOLLOW THAT WHAT WAS MADE, THAT IS TO SAY, THE ANGEL, WILL BELONG TO HIM WHO MADE IT; WHILE THAT WHICH WAS NOT MADE BY GOD, EVEN THE DEVIL, OR ACCUSER, CANNOT BUT HAVE BEEN MADE BY ITSELF; AND THIS BY FALSE DETRACTION FROM GOD: FIRST, HOW THAT GOD HAD FORBIDDEN THEM TO EAT OF EVERY TREE; THEN, WITH THE PRETENSE THAT THEY SHOULD NOT DIE IF THEY ATE; THIRDLY, AS IF GOD GRUDGED THEM THE PROPERTY OF DIVINITY. NOW, WHENCE ORIGINATED THIS MALICE OF LYING AND DECEIT TOWARDS MAN, AND SLANDERING OF GOD? MOST CERTAINLY NOT FROM GOD, WHO MADE THE ANGEL GOOD AFTER THE FASHION OF HIS GOOD WORKS. INDEED, BEFORE HE BECAME THE DEVIL, HE STANDS FORTH THE WISEST OF CREATURES; AND WISDOM IS NO EVIL. IF YOU TURN TO THE PROPHECY OF EZEKIEL, YOU WILL AT ONCE PERCEIVE THAT THIS ANGEL WAS BOTH BY CREATION GOOD AND BY CHOICE CORRUPT. FOR IN THE PERSON OF THE PRINCE OF TYRE IT IS SAID IN REFERENCE TO THE DEVIL: "MOREOVER, THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME UNTO ME, SAYING, SON OF MAN, TAKE UP A LAMENTATION UPON THE KING OF TYRUS, AND SAY UNTO HIM, THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD: THOU SEALEST UP THE SUM, FULL OF WISDOM, PERFECT IN BEAUTY" (THIS BELONGS TO HIM AS THE HIGHEST OF THE ANGELS, THE ARCHANGEL, THE WISEST OF ALL); "AMIDST THE DELIGHTS OF THE PARADISE OF THY GOD WAST THOU BORN" (FOR IT WAS THERE, WHERE GOD HAD MADE THE ANGELS IN A SHAPE WHICH RESEMBLED THE FIGURE OF ANIMALS). "EVERY PRECIOUS STONE WAS THY COVERING, THE SARDIUS, THE TOPAZ, AND THE DIAMOND, THE BERYL, THE ONYX, AND THE JASPER, THE SAPPHIRE, THE EMERALD, AND THE CARBUNCLE; AND WITH GOLD HAST THOU FILLED THY BARNS AND THY TREASURIES. FROM THE DAY WHEN THOU WAST CREATED, WHEN I SET THEE, A CHERUB, UPON THE HOLY MOUNTAIN OF GOD, THOU WAST IN THE MIDST OF STONES OF FIRE, THOU WAST IRREPROACHABLE IN THY DAYS, FROM THE DAY OF THY CREATION, UNTIL THINE INIQUITIES WERE DISCOVERED. BY THE ABUNDANCE OF THY MERCHANDISE THOU HAST FILLED THY STOREHOUSES, AND THOU HAST SINNED," ETC. THIS DESCRIPTION, IT IS MANIFEST, PROPERLY BELONGS TO THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE ANGEL, AND NOT TO THE PRINCE'S: FOR NONE AMONG HUMAN BEINGS WAS EITHER BORN IN THE PARADISE OF GOD, NOT EVEN ADAM HIMSELF, WHO WAS RATHER TRANSLATED THITHER; NOR PLACED WITH A CHERUB UPON GOD'S HOLY MOUNTAIN, THAT IS TO SAY, IN THE HEIGHTS OF HEAVEN, FROM WHICH THE LORD TESTIFIES THAT SATAN FELL; NOR DETAINED AMONGST THE STONES OF FIRE, AND THE FLASHING RAYS OF BURNING CONSTELLATIONS, WHENCE SATAN WAS CAST DOWN LIKE LIGHTNING. NO, IT IS NONE ELSE THAN THE VERY AUTHOR OF SIN WHO WAS DENOTED IN THE PERSON OF A SINFUL MAN: HE WAS ONCE IRREPROACHABLE, AT THE TIME OF HIS CREATION, FORMED FOR GOOD BY GOD, AS BY THE GOOD CREATOR OF IRREPROACHABLE CREATURES, AND ADORNED WITH EVERY ANGELIC GLORY, AND ASSOCIATED WITH GOD, GOOD WITH THE GOOD; BUT AFTERWARDS OF HIS OWN ACCORD REMOVED TO EVIL. FROM THE DAY WHEN THINE INIQUITIES, SAYS HE, WERE DISCOVERED,--ATTRIBUTING TO HIM THOSE INJURIES WHEREWITH HE INJURED MAN WHEN HE WAS EXPELLED FROM HIS ALLEGIANCE TO GOD,--EVEN FROM THAT TIME DID HE SIN, WHEN HE PROPAGATED HIS SIN, AND THEREBY PLIED "THE ABUNDANCE OF HIS MERCHANDISE," THAT IS, OF HIS WICKEDNESS, EVEN THE TALE OF HIS TRANSGRESSIONS, BECAUSE HE WAS HIMSELF AS A SPIRIT NO LESS (THAN MAN) CREATED, WITH THE FACULTY OF FREE-WILL. FOR GOD WOULD IN NOTHING FAIL TO ENDOW A BEING WHO WAS TO BE NEXT TO HIMSELF WITH A LIBERTY OF THIS KIND. NEVERTHELESS, BY PRE-CONDEMNING [PRE-DAMNING] HIM, GOD TESTIFIED THAT HE HAD DEPARTED FROM THE CONDITION OF HIS CREATED NATURE, THROUGH HIS OWN LUSTING AFTER THE WICKEDNESS WHICH WAS SPONTANEOUSLY CONCEIVED WITHIN HIM; AND AT THE SAME TIME, BY CONCEDING A PERMISSION FOR THE OPERATION OF HIS DESIGNS, HE ACTED CONSISTENTLY WITH THE PURPOSE OF HIS OWN GOODNESS, DEFERRING THE DEVIL'S DESTRUCTION FOR THE SELF-SAME REASON AS HE POSTPONED THE RESTITUTION OF MAN. FOR HE AFFORDED ROOM FOR A CONFLICT, WHEREIN MAN MIGHT CRUSH HIS ENEMY WITH THE SAME FREEDOM OF HIS WILL AS HAD MADE HIM SUCCUMB TO HIM (PROVING THAT THE FAULT WAS ALL HIS OWN, NOT GOD'S), AND SO WORTHILY RECOVER HIS SALVATION BY A VICTORY; WHEREIN ALSO THE DEVIL MIGHT RECEIVE A MORE BITTER PUNISHMENT, THROUGH BEING VANQUISHED BY HIM WHOM HE HAD PREVIOUSLY INJURED; AND WHEREIN GOD MIGHT BE DISCOVERED TO BE SO MUCH THE MORE GOOD, AS WAITING FOR MAN TO RETURN FROM HIS PRESENT LIFE TO A MORE GLORIOUS PARADISE, WITH A RIGHT TO PLUCK OF THE TREE OF LIFE. 
CHAP. XI.--IF, AFTER MAN'S SIN, GOD EXERCISED HIS ATTRIBUTE OF JUSTICE AND JUDGMENT, THIS WAS COMPATIBLE WITH HIS GOODNESS, AND ENHANCES THE TRUE IDEA OF THE PERFECTION OF GOD'S CHARACTER. 
UP TO THE FALL OF MAN, THEREFORE, FROM THE BEGINNING GOD WAS SIMPLY GOOD; AFTER THAT HE BECAME A JUDGE BOTH SEVERE AND, AS THE MARCIONITES WILL HAVE IT, CRUEL. WOMAN IS AT ONCE CONDEMNED TO BRING FORTH IN SORROW, AND TO SERVE HER HUSBAND, ALTHOUGH BEFORE SHE HAD HEARD WITHOUT PAIN THE INCREASE OF HER RACE PROCLAIMED WITH THE BLESSING, INCREASE AND MULTIPLY, AND ALTHOUGH SHE HAD BEEN DESTINED TO BE A HELP AND NOT A SLAVE TO HER MALE PARTNER. IMMEDIATELY THE EARTH IS ALSO CURSED, WHICH BEFORE WAS BLESSED. IMMEDIATELY SPRING UP BRIERS AND THORNS, WHERE ONCE HAD GROWN GRASS, AND HERBS, AND FRUITFUL TREES. IMMEDIATELY ARISE SWEAT AND LABOR FOR BREAD, WHERE PREVIOUSLY ON EVERY TREE WAS YIELDED SPONTANEOUS FOOD AND UNTILLED NOURISHMENT. THENCEFORTH IT IS "MAN TO THE GROUND," AND NOT AS BEFORE, "FROM THE GROUND; TO DEATH THENCEFORTH, BUT BEFORE, TO LIFE; THENCEFORTH WITH COATS OF SKINS, BUT BEFORE, NAKEDNESS WITHOUT A BLUSH. THUS, GOD'S PRIOR GOODNESS WAS FROM NATURE, HIS SUBSEQUENT SEVERITY FROM A CAUSE. THE ONE WAS INNATE, THE OTHER ACCIDENTAL; THE ONE HIS OWN, THE OTHER ADAPTED; THE ONE ISSUING FROM HIM, THE OTHER ADMITTED BY HIM. BUT THEN NATURE COULD NOT HAVE RIGHTLY PERMITTED HIS GOODNESS TO HAVE GONE ON INOPERATIVE, NOR THE CAUSE HAVE ALLOWED HIS SEVERITY TO HAVE ESCAPED IN DISGUISE OR CONCEALMENT. GOD PROVIDED THE ONE FOR HIMSELF, THE OTHER FOR THE OCCASION. YOU SHOULD NOW SET ABOUT SHOWING ALSO THAT THE POSITION OF A JUDGE IS ALLIED WITH EVIL, WHO HAVE BEEN DREAMING OF ANOTHER GOD AS A PURELY GOOD ONE--SOLELY BECAUSE YOU CANNOT UNDERSTAND THE DEITY TO BE A JUDGE; ALTHOUGH WE HAVE PROVED GOD TO BE ALSO A JUDGE. OR IF NOT A JUDGE, AT ANY RATE A PERVERSE AND USELESS ORIGINATOR OF A DISCIPLINE WHICH IS NOT TO BE VINDICATED--IN OTHER WORDS, NOT TO BE JUDGED. YOU DO NOT, HOWEVER, DISPROVE GOD'S BEING A JUDGE, WHO HAVE NO PROOF TO SHOW THAT HE IS A JUDGE. YOU WILL UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE TO ACCUSE JUSTICE HERSELF, WHICH PROVIDES THE JUDGE, OR ELSE TO RECKON HER AMONG THE SPECIES OF EVIL, THAT IS, TO ADD INJUSTICE TO THE TITLES OF GOODNESS. BUT THEN JUSTICE IS AN EVIL, IF INJUSTICE IS A GOOD. AND YET YOU ARE FORCED TO DECLARE INJUSTICE TO BE ONE OF THE WORST OF THINGS, AND BY THE SAME RULE ARE CONSTRAINED TO CLASS JUSTICE AMONGST THE MOST EXCELLENT. SINCE THERE IS NOTHING HOSTILE TO EVIL WHICH IS NOT GOOD, AND NO ENEMY OF GOOD WHICH IS NOT EVIL. IT FOLLOWS, THEN, THAT AS INJUSTICE IS AN EVIL, SO IN THE SAME DEGREE IS JUSTICE A GOOD. NOR SHOULD IT BE REGARDED AS SIMPLY A SPECIES OF GOODNESS, BUT AS THE PRACTICAL OBSERVANCE OF IT, BECAUSE GOODNESS (UNLESS JUSTICE BE SO CONTROLLED AS TO BE JUST) WILL NOT BE GOODNESS, IF IT BE UNJUST. FOR NOTHING IS GOOD WHICH IS UNJUST; WHILE EVERYTHING, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHICH IS JUST IS GOOD. 
CHAP. XII.--THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOODNESS AND JUSTICE SHOULD NOT BE SEPARATED. THEY ARE COMPATIBLE IN THE TRUE GOD. THE FUNCTION OF JUSTICE IN THE DIVINE BEING DESCRIBED. 
SINCE, THEREFORE, THERE IS THIS UNION AND AGREEMENT BETWEEN GOODNESS AND JUSTICE, YOU CANNOT PRESCRIBE THEIR SEPARATION. WITH WHAT FACE WILL YOU DETERMINE THE SEPARATION OF YOUR TWO GODS, REGARDING IN THEIR SEPARATE CONDITION ONE AS DISTINCTIVELY THE GOOD GOD, AND THE OTHER AS DISTINCTIVELY THE JUST GOD? WHERE THE JUST IS, THERE ALSO EXISTS THE GOOD. IN SHORT, FROM THE VERY FIRST THE CREATOR WAS BOTH GOOD AND ALSO JUST. AND BOTH HIS ATTRIBUTES ADVANCED TOGETHER. HIS GOODNESS CREATED, HIS JUSTICE ARRANGED, THE WORLD; AND IN THIS PROCESS IT EVEN THEN DECREED THAT THE WORLD SHOULD BE FORMED OF GOOD MATERIALS, BECAUSE IT TOOK COUNSEL WITH GOODNESS. THE WORK OF JUSTICE IS APPARENT, IN THE SEPARATION WHICH WAS PRONOUNCED BETWEEN LIGHT AND DARKNESS, BETWEEN DAY AND NIGHT, BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH, BETWEEN THE WATER ABOVE AND THE WATER BENEATH, BETWEEN THE GATHERING TOGETHER OF THE SEA AND THE MASS OF THE DRY LAND, BETWEEN THE GREATER LIGHTS AND THE LESSER, BETWEEN THE LUMINARIES OF THE DAY AND THOSE OF THE NIGHT, BETWEEN MALE AND FEMALE, BETWEEN THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF DEATH AND OF LIFE, BETWEEN THE WORLD AND PARADISE, BETWEEN THE AQUEOUS AND THE EARTH-BORN ANIMALS. AS GOODNESS CONCEIVED ALL THINGS, SO DID JUSTICE DISCRIMINATE THEM. WITH THE DETERMINATION OF THE LATTER, EVERYTHING WAS ARRANGED AND SET IN ORDER. EVERY SITE AND QUALITY OF THE ELEMENTS, THEIR EFFECT, MOTION, AND STATE, THE RISE AND SETTING OF EACH, ARE THE JUDICIAL DETERMINATIONS OF THE CREATOR. DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT HIS FUNCTION AS A JUDGE MUST BE DEFINED AS BEGINNING I WHEN EVIL BEGAN, AND SO TARNISH HIS JUSTICE I WITH THE CAUSE OF EVIL. BY SUCH CONSIDERATIONS, THEN, DO WE SHOW THAT THIS ATTRIBUTE ADVANCED IN COMPANY WITH GOODNESS, THE AUTHORS OF ALL THINGS, WORTHY OF BEING HERSELF, TOO, DEEMED INNATE AND NATURAL, AND NOT AS ACCIDENTALLY ACCRUING TO GOD, INASMUCH AS SHE WAS FOUND TO BE IN HIM, HER LORD, THE ARBITER OF HIS WORKS. 
CHAP. XIII.--FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF THE DIVINE JUSTICE; SINCE THE FALL OF MAN IT HAS REGULATED THE DIVINE GOODNESS, GOD'S CLAIMS ON OUR LOVE AND OUR FEAR RECONCILED. 
BUT YET, WHEN EVIL AFTERWARDS BROKE OUT, AND THE GOODNESS OF GOD BEGAN NOW TO HAVE AN ADVERSARY TO CONTEND AGAINST, GOD'S JUSTICE ALSO ACQUIRED ANOTHER FUNCTION, EVEN THAT OF DIRECTING HIS GOODNESS ACCORDING TO MEN'S APPLICATION FOR IT. AND THIS IS THE RESULT: THE DIVINE GOODNESS, BEING INTERRUPTED IN THAT FREE COURSE WHEREBY GOD WAS SPONTANEOUSLY GOOD, IS NOW DISPENSED ACCORDING TO THE DESERTS OF EVERY MAN; IT IS OFFERED TO THE WORTHY, DENIED TO THE UNWORTHY, TAKEN AWAY FROM THE UNTHANKFUL, AND ALSO AVENGED ON ALL ITS ENEMIES. THUS, THE ENTIRE OFFICE OF JUSTICE IN THIS RESPECT BECOMES AN AGENCY FOR GOODNESS: WHATEVER IT CONDEMNS BY ITS JUDGMENT, WHATEVER IT CHASTISES BY ITS CONDEMNATION, WHATEVER (TO USE YOUR PHRASE) IT RUTHLESSLY PURSUES, IT, IN FACT, BENEFITS WITH GOOD INSTEAD OF INJURING. INDEED, THE FEAR OF JUDGMENT CONTRIBUTES TO GOOD, NOT TO EVIL. FOR GOOD, NOW CONTENDING WITH AN ENEMY, WAS NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO RECOMMEND ITSELF BY ITSELF ALONE. AT ALL EVENTS, IF IT COULD DO SO MUCH, IT COULD NOT KEEP ITS GROUND; FOR IT HAD LOST ITS IMPREGNABILITY THROUGH THE FOE, UNLESS SOME POWER OF FEAR SUPERVENED, SUCH AS MIGHT COMPEL THE VERY UNWILLING TO SEEK AFTER GOOD, AND TAKE CARE OF IT. BUT WHO, WHEN SO MANY INCENTIVES TO EVIL WERE ASSAILING HIM, WOULD DESIRE THAT GOOD, WHICH HE COULD DESPISE WITH IMPUNITY? WHO, AGAIN, WOULD TAKE CARE OF WHAT HE COULD LOSE WITHOUT DANGER? YOU READ BOW BROAD IS THE ROAD TO EVIL, HOW THRONGED IN COMPARISON WITH THE OPPOSITE: WOULD NOT ALL GLIDE DOWN THAT ROAD WERE THERE NOTHING IN IT TO FEAR? WE DREAD THE CREATOR'S TREMENDOUS THREATS, AND YET SCARCELY TURN AWAY FROM EVIL. WHAT, IF HE THREATENED NOT? WILL YOU CALL THIS JUSTICE AN EVIL, WHEN IT IS ALL UNFAVORABLE TO EVIL? WILL YOU DENY IT TO BE A GOOD, WHEN IT HAS ITS EYE TOWARDS GOOD? WHAT SORT OF BEING OUGHT YOU TO WISH GOD TO BE? WOULD IT BE RIGHT TO PREFER THAT HE SHOULD BE SUCH, THAT SINS MIGHT FLOURISH UNDER HIM, AND THE DEVIL MAKE MOCK AT HIM? WOULD YOU SUPPOSE HIM TO BE A GOOD GOD, WHO SHOULD BE ABLE TO MAKE A MAN WORSE BY SECURITY IN SIN? WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF GOOD, BUT HE WHO ALSO REQUIRES IT? IN LIKE MANNER WHO IS A STRANGER TO EVIL, EXCEPT HIM WHO IS ITS ENEMY? WHO ITS ENEMY, BESIDES HIM WHO IS ITS CONQUEROR? WHO ELSE ITS CONQUEROR, THEN HE WHO IS ITS PUNISHER? THUS, GOD IS WHOLLY GOOD, BECAUSE IN ALL THINGS HE IS ON THE SIDE OF GOOD. IN FACT, HE IS OMNIPOTENT, BECAUSE ABLE BOTH TO HELP AND TO HURT. MERELY TO PROFIT IS A COMPARATIVELY SMALL MATTER, BECAUSE IT CAN DO NOTHING ELSE THAN A GOOD TURN. FROM SUCH A CONDUCT WITH WHAT CONFIDENCE CAN I HOPE FOR GOOD, IF THIS IS ITS ONLY ABILITY? HOW CAN I FOLLOW AFTER THE REWARD OF INNOCENCE, IF I HAVE NO REGARD TO THE REQUITAL OF WRONG-DOING? I MUST NEEDS HAVE MY DOUBTS WHETHER HE MIGHT NOT FAIL IN RECOMPENSING ONE OR OTHER ALTERNATIVE, WHO WAS UNEQUAL IN HIS RESOURCES TO MEET BOTH. THUS FAR, THEN, JUSTICE IS THE VERY FULNESS OF THE DEITY HIMSELF, MANIFESTING GOD AS BOTH A PERFECT FATHER AND A PERFECT MASTER: A FATHER IN HIS MERCY, A MASTER IN HIS DISCIPLINE; A FATHER IN THE MILDNESS OF HIS POWER, A MASTER IN ITS SEVERITY; A FATHER WHO MUST BE LOVED WITH DUTIFUL AFFECTION, A MASTER WHO MUST NEEDS BE FEARED; BE LOVED, BECAUSE HE PREFERS MERCY TO SACRIFICE; BE FEARED BECAUSE HE DISLIKES SIN; BE LOVED, BECAUSE HE PREFERS THE SINNER’S REPENTANCE TO HIS DEATH; BE FEARED, BECAUSE HE DISLIKES THE SINNERS WHO DO NOT REPENT. ACCORDINGLY, THE DIVINE LAW ENJOINS DUTIES IN RESPECT OF BOTH THESE ATTRIBUTES: THOU SHALT LOVE GOD, AND, THOU SHALT FEAR GOD. IT PROPOSED ONE FOR THE OBEDIENT MAN, THE OTHER FOR THE TRANSGRESSOR. 
CHAP. XIV.--EVIL OF TWO KINDS, PENAL AND CRIMINAL. IT IS NOT OF THE LATTER SORT THAT GOD IS THE AUTHOR, BUT ONLY OF THE FORMER, WHICH ARE PENAL, AND INCLUDED IN HIS JUSTICE. 
ON ALL OCCASIONS DOES GOD MEET YOU: IT IS HE WHO SMITES, BUT ALSO HEALS; WHO KILLS, BUT ALSO MAKES ALIVE; WHO HUMBLES, AND YET EXALTS; WHO "CREATES EVIL," BUT ALSO "MAKES PEACE;"--SO THAT FROM THESE VERY (CONTRASTS OF HIS PROVIDENCE) I MAY GET AN ANSWER TO THE HERETICS. BEHOLD, THEY SAY, HOW HE ACKNOWLEDGES HIMSELF TO BE THE CREATOR OF EVIL IN THE PASSAGE, "IT IS I WHO CREATE EVIL." THEY TAKE A WORD WHOSE ONE FORM REDUCES TO CONFUSION AND AMBIGUITY TWO KINDS OF EVILS (BECAUSE BOTH SINS AND PUNISHMENTS ARE CALLED EVILS), AND WILL HAVE HIM IN EVERY PASSAGE TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS THE CREATOR OF ALL EVIL THINGS, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY BE DESIGNATED THE AUTHOR OF EVIL. WE, ON THE CONTRARY, DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE TWO MEANINGS OF THE WORD IN QUESTION, AND, BY SEPARATING EVILS OF SIN FROM PENAL EVILS, MALA CULPOE FROM MALA POENOE, CONFINE TO EACH OF THE TWO CLASSES ITS OWN AUTHOR,--THE DEVIL AS THE AUTHOR OF THE SINFUL EVILS (CULPOE), AND GOD AS THE CREATOR OF PENAL EVILS (POENOE); SO THAT THE ONE CLASS SHALL BE ACCOUNTED AS MORALLY BAD, AND THE OTHER BE CLASSED AS THE OPERATIONS OF JUSTICE PASSING PENAL SENTENCES AGAINST THE EVILS OF SIN. OF THE LATTER CLASS OF EVILS WHICH ARE COMPATIBLE WITH JUSTICE, GOD IS THEREFORE AVOWEDLY THE CREATOR. THEY ARE, NO DOUBT, EVIL TO THOSE BY WHOM THEY ARE ENDURED, BUT STILL ON THEIR OWN ACCOUNT GOOD, AS BEING JUST AND DEFENSIVE OF GOOD AND HOSTILE TO SIN. IN THIS RESPECT THEY ARE, MOREOVER, WORTHY OF GOD. ELSE PROVE THEM TO BE UNJUST, IN ORDER TO SHOW THEM DESERVING OF A PLACE IN THE SINFUL CLASS, THAT IS TO SAY, EVILS OF INJUSTICE; BECAUSE IF THEY TURN OUT TO BELONG TO JUSTICE, THEY WILL BE NO LONGER EVIL THINGS, BUT GOOD--EVIL ONLY TO THE BAD, BY WHOM EVEN DIRECTLY GOOD THINGS ARE CONDEMNED AS EVIL. IN THIS CASE, YOU MUST DECIDE THAT MAN, ALTHOUGH THE WILLFUL CONTEMNER OF THE DIVINE LAW, UNJUSTLY BORE THE DOOM WHICH HE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE ESCAPED; THAT THE WICKEDNESS OF THOSE DAYS WAS UNJUSTLY SMITTEN BY THE DELUGE, AFTERWARDS BY THE FIRE (OF SODOM); THAT EGYPT, ALTHOUGH MOST DEPRAVED AND SUPERSTITIOUS, AND, WORSE STILL, THE HARASSER OF ITS GUEST-POPULATION, WAS UNJUSTLY STRICKEN WITH THE CHASTISEMENT OF ITS TEN PLAGUES. GOD HARDENS THE HEART OF PHARAOH. HE DESERVED, HOWEVER, TO BE INFLUENCED TO HIS DESTRUCTION, WHO HAD ALREADY DENIED GOD, ALREADY IN HIS PRIDE SO OFTEN REJECTED HIS AMBASSADORS, ACCUMULATED HEAVY BURDENS ON HIS PEOPLE, AND (TO SUM UP ALL) AS AN EGYPTIAN, HAD LONG BEEN GUILTY BEFORE GOD OF GENTILE IDOLATRY, WORSHIPPING THE IBIS AND THE CROCODILE IN PREFERENCE TO THE LIVING GOD. EVEN HIS OWN PEOPLE DID GOD VISIT IN THEIR INGRATITUDE. AGAINST YOUNG LADS, TOO, DID HE SEND FORTH BEARS, FOR THEIR IRREVERENCE TO THE PROPHET. 
CHAP. XV.--THE SEVERITY OF GOD COMPATIBLE WITH REASON AND JUSTICE. WHEN INFLICTED, NOT MEANT TO BE ARBITRARY, BUT REMEDIAL. 
CONSIDER WELL, THEN, BEFORE ALL THINGS THE JUSTICE OF THE JUDGE; AND IF ITS PURPOSE BE CLEAR, THEN THE SEVERITY THEREOF, AND THE OPERATIONS OF THE SEVERITY IN ITS COURSE, WILL APPEAR COMPATIBLE WITH REASON AND JUSTICE. NOW, THAT WE MAY NOT LINGER TOO LONG ON THE POINT, (I WOULD CHALLENGE YOU TO) ASSERT THE OTHER REASONS ALSO, THAT YOU MAY CONDEMN THE JUDGE'S SENTENCES; EXTENUATE THE DELINQUENCIES OF THE SINNER, THAT YOU MAY BLAME HIS JUDICIAL CONVICTION. NEVER MIND CENSURING THE JUDGE; RATHER PROVE HIM TO BE AN UNJUST ONE. WELL, THEN, EVEN THOUGH HE REQUIRED THE SINS OF THE FATHERS AT THE HANDS OF THE CHILDREN, THE HARDNESS OF THE PEOPLE MADE SUCH REMEDIAL MEASURES NECESSARY S FOR THEM, IN ORDER THAT, HAVING THEIR POSTERITY IN VIEW, THEY MIGHT OBEY THE DIVINE LAW. FOR WHO IS THERE THAT FEELS NOT A GREATER CARE FOR HIS CHILDREN THAN FOR HIMSELF? AGAIN, IF THE BLESSING OF THE FATHERS WAS DESTINED LIKEWISE FOR THEIR OFFSPRING, PREVIOUS TO ANY MERIT ON THE PART OF THESE, WHY MIGHT NOT THE GUILT OF THE FATHERS ALSO REDOUND TO THEIR CHILDREN? AS WAS THE GRACE, SO WAS THE OFFENCE; SO THAT THE GRACE AND THE OFFENCE EQUALLY RAN DOWN THROUGH THE WHOLE RACE, WITH THE RESERVATION, INDEED, OF THAT SUBSEQUENT ORDINANCE BY WHICH IT BECAME POSSIBLE TO REFRAIN FROM SAYING, THAT "THE FATHERS HAD EATEN A SOUR GRAPE, AND THE CHILDREN'S TEETH WERE SET ON EDGE:" IN OTHER WORDS, THAT THE FATHER SHOULD NOT BEAR THE INIQUITY OF THE SON, NOR THE SON THE INIQUITY OF THE FATHER, BUT THAT EVERY MAN SHOULD BE CHARGEABLE WITH HIS OWN SIN; SO THAT THE HARSHNESS OF THE LAW HAVING BEEN REDUCED AFTER THE HARDNESS OF THE PEOPLE, JUSTICE WAS NO LONGER TO JUDGE THE RACE, BUT INDIVIDUALS. IF, HOWEVER, YOU ACCEPT THE GOSPEL OF TRUTH, YOU WILL DISCOVER ON WHOM RECOILS THE SENTENCE OF THE JUDGE, WHEN REQUITING ON SONS THE SINS OF THEIR FATHERS, EVEN ON THOSE WHO HAD BEEN (HARDENED ENOUGH) TO IMPRECATE SPONTANEOUSLY ON THEMSELVES THIS CONDEMNATION: "HIS BLOOD BE ON US, AND ON OUR CHILDREN." THIS, THEREFORE, THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD HAS ORDERED THROUGHOUT ITS COURSE, EVEN AS IT HAD HEARD IT. 
CHAP. XVI.--TO THE SEVERITY OF GOD THERE BELONG ACCESSORY QUALITIES, COMPATIBLE WITH JUSTICE. IF HUMAN PASSIONS ARE PREDICATED OF GOD, THEY MUST NOT BE MEASURED ON THE SCALE OF HUMAN IMPERFECTION. 
EVEN HIS SEVERITY THEN IS GOOD, BECAUSE JUST: WHEN THE JUDGE IS GOOD, THAT IS JUST. OTHER. QUALITIES LIKEWISE ARE GOOD, BY MEANS OF WHICH THE GOOD WORK OF A GOOD SEVERITY RUNS OUT ITS COURSE, WHETHER WRATH, OR JEALOUSY, OR STERNNESS. FOR ALL THESE ARE AS INDISPENSABLE TO SEVERITY AS SEVERITY IS TO JUSTICE. THE SHAMELESSNESS OF AN AGE, WHICH OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN REVERENT, HAD TO BE AVENGED. ACCORDINGLY, QUALITIES WHICH PERTAIN TO THE JUDGE, WHEN THEY ARE ACTUALLY FREE FROM BLAME, AS THE JUDGE HIMSELF IS, WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO BE CHARGED UPON HIM AS A FAULT. WHAT WOULD BE SAID, IF, WHEN YOU THOUGHT THE DOCTOR NECESSARY, YOU WERE TO FIND FAULT WITH HIS INSTRUMENTS, BECAUSE THEY CUT, OR CAUTERIZE, OR AMPUTATE, OR TIGHTEN; WHEREAS THERE COULD BE NO DOCTOR OF ANY VALUE WITHOUT HIS PROFESSIONAL TOOLS? CENSURE, IF YOU PLEASE, THE PRACTITIONER WHO CUTS BADLY, AMPUTATES CLUMSILY, IS RASH IN HIS CAUTERY; AND EVEN BLAME HIS IMPLEMENTS AS ROUGH TOOLS OF HIS ART. YOUR CONDUCT IS EQUALLY UNREASONABLE, WHEN YOU ALLOW INDEED THAT GOD IS A JUDGE, BUT AT THE SAME TIME DESTROY THOSE OPERATIONS AND DISPOSITIONS BY WHICH HE DISCHARGES HIS JUDICIAL FUNCTIONS. WE ARE TAUGHT GOD BY THE PROPHETS, AND BY CHRIST, NOT BY THE PHILOSOPHERS NOR BY EPICURUS. WE WHO BELIEVE THAT GOD REALLY LIVED ON EARTH, AND TOOK UPON HIM THE LOW ESTATE OF HUMAN FORM, FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAN'S SALVATION, ARE VERY FAR FROM THINKING AS THOSE DO WHO REFUSE TO BELIEVE THAT GOD CARES FOR ANYTHING. WHENCE HAS FOUND ITS WAY TO THE HERETICS AN ARGUMENT OF THIS KIND: IF GOD IS ANGRY, AND JEALOUS, AND ROUSED, AND GRIEVED, HE MUST THEREFORE BE CORRUPTED, AND MUST THEREFORE DIE. FORTUNATELY, HOWEVER, IT IS A PART OF THE CREED OF CHRISTIANS EVEN TO BELIEVE THAT GOD DID DIE, AND YET THAT HE IS ALIVE FOR EVERMORE. SUPERLATIVE IS THEIR FOLLY, WHO PREJUDGE DIVINE THINGS FROM HUMAN; SO, THAT, BECAUSE IN MAN'S CORRUPT CONDITION THERE ARE FOUND PASSIONS OF THIS DESCRIPTION, THEREFORE THERE MUST BE DEEMED TO EXIST IN GOD ALSO SENSATIONS OF THE SAME KIND. DISCRIMINATE BETWEEN THE NATURES, AND ASSIGN TO THEM THEIR RESPECTIVE SENSES, WHICH ARE AS DIVERSE AS THEIR NATURES REQUIRE, ALTHOUGH THEY SEEM TO HAVE A COMMUNITY OF DESIGNATIONS. WE READ, INDEED, OF GOD'S RIGHT HAND, AND EYES, AND FEET: THESE MUST NOT, HOWEVER, BE COMPARED WITH THOSE OF HUMAN BEINGS, BECAUSE THEY ARE ASSOCIATED IN ONE AND THE SAME NAME. NOW, AS GREAT AS SHALL BE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE DIVINE AND THE HUMAN BODY, ALTHOUGH THEIR MEMBERS PASS UNDER IDENTICAL NAMES, SO GREAT WILL ALSO BE THE DIVERSITY BETWEEN THE DIVINE AND THE HUMAN SOUL, NOTWITHSTANDING THAT THEIR SENSATIONS ARE DESIGNATED BY THE SAME NAMES. THESE SENSATIONS IN THE HUMAN BEING ARE RENDERED JUST AS CORRUPT BY THE CORRUPTIBILITY OF MAN'S SUBSTANCE, AS IN GOD THEY ARE RENDERED INCORRUPTIBLE BY THE INCORRUPTION OF THE DIVINE ESSENCE. DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE THE CREATOR TO BE GOD? BY ALL MEANS, IS YOUR REPLY. HOW THEN DO YOU SUPPOSE THAT IN GOD THERE IS ANYTHING HUMAN, AND NOT THAT ALL IS DIVINE? HIM WHOM YOU DO NOT DENY TO BE GOD, YOU CONFESS TO BE NOT HUMAN; BECAUSE, WHEN YOU CONFESS HIM TO BE GOD, YOU HAVE, IN FACT, ALREADY DETERMINED THAT HE IS UNDOUBTEDLY DIVERSE FROM EVERY SORT OF HUMAN CONDITIONS. FURTHERMORE, ALTHOUGH YOU ALLOW, WITH OTHERS, THAT MAN WAS INBREATHED BY GOD INTO A LIVING SOUL, NOT GOD BY MAN, IT IS YET PALPABLY ABSURD OF YOU TO BE PLACING HUMAN CHARACTERISTICS IN GOD RATHER THAN DIVINE ONES IN MAN, AND CLOTHING GOD IN THE LIKENESS OF MAN, INSTEAD OF MAN IN THE IMAGE OF GOD. AND THIS, THEREFORE, IS TO BE DEEMED THE LIKENESS OF GOD IN MAN, THAT THE HUMAN SOUL HAS THE SAME EMOTIONS AND SENSATIONS AS GOD, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE NOT OF THE SAME KIND; DIFFERING AS THEY DO BOTH IN THEIR CONDITIONS AND THEIR ISSUES ACCORDING TO THEIR NATURE. THEN, AGAIN, WITH RESPECT TO THE OPPOSITE SENSATIONS, I MEAN MEEKNESS, PATIENCE, MERCY, AND THE VERY PARENT OF THEM ALL, GOODNESS, WHY DO YOU FORM YOUR OPINION OF THE DIVINE DISPLAYS OF THESE (FROM THE HUMAN QUALITIES)? FOR WE INDEED DO NOT POSSESS THEM IN PERFECTION, BECAUSE IT IS GOD ALONE WHO IS PERFECT. SO ALSO, IN REGARD TO THOSE OTHERS, NAMELY, ANGER AND IRRITATION. WE ARE NOT AFFECTED BY THEM IN SO HAPPY A MANNER, BECAUSE GOD ALONE IS TRULY HAPPY, BY REASON OF HIS PROPERTY OF INCORRUPTIBILITY. ANGRY HE WILL POSSIBLY BE, BUT NOT IRRITATED, NOR DANGEROUSLY TEMPTED; HE WILL BE MOVED, BUT NOT SUBVERTED. ALL APPLIANCES HE MUST NEEDS USE, BECAUSE OF ALL CONTINGENCIES; AS MANY SENSATIONS AS THERE ARE CAUSES: ANGER BECAUSE OF THE WICKED, AND INDIGNATION BECAUSE OF THE UNGRATEFUL, AND JEALOUSY BECAUSE OF THE PROUD, AND WHATSOEVER ELSE IS A HINDERANCE TO THE EVIL. SO, AGAIN, MERCY ON ACCOUNT OF THE ERRING, AND PATIENCE ON ACCOUNT OF THE IMPENITENT, AND PRE-EMINENT RESOURCES ON ACCOUNT OF THE MERITORIOUS, AND WHATSOEVER IS NECESSARY TO THE GOOD. ALL THESE AFFECTIONS HE IS MOVED BY IN THAT PECULIAR MANNER OF HIS OWN, IN WHICH IT IS PROFOUNDLY FIT THAT HE SHOULD BE AFFECTED; AND IT IS OWING TO HIM THAT MAN IS ALSO SIMILARLY AFFECTED IN A WAY WHICH IS EQUALLY HIS OWN. 
CHAP. XVII.--TRACE GOD'S GOVERNMENT IN HISTORY AND IN HIS PRECEPTS, AND YOU WILL FIND IT FULL OF HIS GOODNESS. 
THESE CONSIDERATIONS SHOW THAT THE ENTIRE ORDER OF GOD AS JUDGE IS AN OPERATIVE ONE, AND (THAT I MAY EXPRESS MYSELF IN WORTHIER WORDS) PROTECTIVE OF HIS CATHOLIC AND SUPREME GOODNESS, WHICH, REMOVED AS IT IS FROM JUDICIARY EMOTIONS, AND PURE IN ITS OWN CONDITION, THE MARCIONITES REFUSE TO ACKNOWLEDGE TO BE IN ONE AND THE SAME DEITY, "RAINING ON THE JUST AND ON THE UNJUST, AND MAKING HIS SUN TO RISE ON THE EVIL AND ON THE GOOD,"--A BOUNTY WHICH NO OTHER GOD AT ALL EXERCISES. IT IS TRUE THAT MARCION HAS BEEN BOLD ENOUGH TO ERASE FROM THE GOSPEL THIS TESTIMONY OF CHRIST TO THE CREATOR; BUT YET THE WORLD ITSELF IS INSCRIBED WITH THE GOODNESS OF ITS MAKER, AND THE INSCRIPTION IS READ BY EACH MAN'S CONSCIENCE. NAY, THIS VERY LONG-SUFFERING OF THE CREATOR WILL TEND TO THE CONDEMNATION OF MARCION; THAT PATIENCE, (I MEAN,) WHICH WAITS FOR THE SINNER'S REPENTANCE RATHER THAN HIS DEATH, WHICH PREFERS MERCY TO SACRIFICE, AVERTING FROM THE NINEVITES THE RUIN WHICH HAD BEEN ALREADY DENOUNCED AGAINST THEM, AND VOUCHSAFING TO HEZEKIAH'S TEARS AN EXTENSION OF HIS LIFE, AND RESTORING HIS KINGLY STATE TO THE MONARCH OF BABYLON AFTER HIS COMPLETE REPENTANCE; THAT MERCY, TOO, WHICH CONCEDED TO THE DEVOTION OF THE PEOPLE THE SON OF SAUL WHEN ABOUT TO DIE, AND GAVE FREE FORGIVENESS TO DAVID ON HIS CONFESSING HIS SINS AGAINST THE HOUSE OF URIAH; WHICH ALSO RESTORED THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AS OFTEN AS IT CONDEMNED IT, AND ADDRESSED TO IT CONSOLATION NO LESS FREQUENTLY THAN REPROOF. DO NOT THEREFORE LOOK AT GOD SIMPLY AS JUDGE, BUT TURN YOUR ATTENTION ALSO TO EXAMPLES OF HIS CONDUCT AS THE MOST GOOD. NOTING HIM, AS YOU DO, WHEN HE TAKES VENGEANCE, CONSIDER HIM LIKEWISE WHEN HE SHOWS MERCY. IN THE SCALE, AGAINST HIS SEVERITY PLACE HIS GENTLENESS. WHEN YOU SHALL HAVE DISCOVERED BOTH QUALITIES TO CO-EXIST IN THE CREATOR, YOU WILL FIND IN HIM THAT VERY CIRCUMSTANCE WHICH INDUCES YOU TO THINK THERE IS ANOTHER GOD. LASTLY, COME AND EXAMINE INTO HIS DOCTRINE, DISCIPLINE, PRECEPTS, AND COUNSELS. YOU WILL PERHAPS SAY THAT THERE ARE EQUALLY GOOD PRESCRIPTIONS IN HUMAN LAWS. BUT MOSES AND GOD EXISTED BEFORE ALL YOUR LYCURGUSES AND SOLONS. THERE IS NOT ONE AFTER-AGE WHICH DOES NOT TAKE FROM PRIMITIVE SOURCES. AT ANY RATE, MY CREATOR DID NOT LEARN FROM YOUR GOD TO ISSUE SUCH COMMANDMENTS AS: THOU SHALT NOT KILL; THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY; THOU SHALT NOT STEAL; THOU SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS; THOU SHALT NOT COVET WHAT IS THY NEIGHBOR'S; HONOR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER; AND, THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF. TO THESE PRIME COUNSELS OF INNOCENCE, CHASTITY, AND JUSTICE, AND PIETY, ARE ALSO ADDED PRESCRIPTIONS OF HUMANITY, AS WHEN EVERY SEVENTH YEAR SLAVES ARE RELEASED FOR LIBERTY; WHEN AT THE SAME PERIOD THE LAND IS SPARED FROM TILLAGE; A PLACE IS ALSO GRANTED TO THE NEEDY; AND FROM THE TREADING OX'S MOUTH THE MUZZLE IS REMOVED, FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF THE FRUIT OF HIS LABOR BEFORE HIM, IN ORDER THAT KINDNESS FIRST SHOWN IN THE CASE OF ANIMALS MIGHT BE RAISED FROM SUCH RUDIMENTS TO THE REFRESHMENT OF MEN. 
CHAP. XVIII.--SOME OF GOD'S LAWS DEFENDED AS GOOD, WHICH THE MARCIONITES IMPEACHED, SUCH AS THE LEX TALIONIS. USEFUL PURPOSES IN A SOCIAL AND MORAL POINT OF VIEW OF THIS, AND SUNDRY OTHER ENACTMENTS. 
BUT WHAT PARTS OF THE LAW CAN I DEFEND AS GOOD WITH A GREATER CONFIDENCE THAN THOSE WHICH HERESY HAS SHOWN SUCH A LONGING FOR? AS THE STATUTE OF RETALIATION, REQUIRING EYE FOR EYE, TOOTH FOR TOOTH, AND STRIPE FOR STRIPE. NOW THERE IS NOT HERE ANY SMACK OF A PERMISSION TO MUTUAL INJURY; BUT RATHER, ON THE WHOLE, A PROVISION FOR RESTRAINING VIOLENCE. TO A PEOPLE WHICH WAS VERY OBDURATE, AND WANTING IN FAITH TOWARDS GOD, IT MIGHT SEEM TEDIOUS, AND EVEN INCREDIBLE, TO EXPECT FROM GOD THAT VENGEANCE WHICH WAS SUBSEQUENTLY TO BE DECLARED BY THE PROPHET: "VENGEANCE IS MINE; I WILL REPAY, SAITH THE LORD." THEREFORE, IN THE MEANWHILE, THE COMMISSION OF WRONG WAS TO BE CHECKED BY THE FEAR OF A RETRIBUTION IMMEDIATELY TO HAPPEN; AND SO, THE PERMISSION OF THIS RETRIBUTION WAS TO BE THE PROHIBITION OF PROVOCATION, THAT A STOP MIGHT THUS BE PUT TO ALL HOT-BLOODED INJURY, WHILST BY THE PERMISSION OF THE SECOND THE FIRST IS PREVENTED BY FEAR, AND BY THIS DETERRING OF THE FIRST THE SECOND FAILS TO BE COMMITTED. BY THE SAME LAW ANOTHER RESULT IS ALSO OBTAINED, EVEN THE MORE-READY KINDLING OF THE FEAR OF RETALIATION BY REASON OF THE VERY SAVOR OF PASSION WHICH IS IN IT. THERE IS NO MORE BITTER THING, THAN TO ENDURE THE VERY SUFFERING WHICH YOU HAVE INFLICTED UPON OTHERS. WHEN, AGAIN, THE LAW TOOK SOMEWHAT AWAY FROM MEN'S FOOD, BY PRONOUNCING UNCLEAN CERTAIN ANIMALS WHICH WERE ONCE BLESSED, YOU SHOULD UNDERSTAND THIS TO BE A MEASURE FOR ENCOURAGING CONTINENCE, AND RECOGNIZE IN IT A BRIDLE IMPOSED ON THAT APPETITE WHICH, WHILE EATING ANGELS' FOOD, CRAVED AFTER THE CUCUMBERS AND MELONS OF THE EGYPTIANS. RECOGNIZE ALSO THEREIN A PRECAUTION AGAINST THOSE COMPANIONS OF THE APPETITE, EVEN LUST AND LUXURY, WHICH ARE USUALLY CHILLED BY THE CHASTENING OF THE APPETITE. FOR "THE PEOPLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND TO DRINK, AND ROSE UP TO PLAY." FURTHERMORE, THAT AN EAGER WISH FOR MONEY MIGHT BE RESTRAINED, SO FAR AS IT IS CAUSED BY THE NEED OF FOOD, THE DESIRE FOR COSTLY MEAT AND DRINK WAS TAKEN OUT OF THEIR POWER. LASTLY, IN ORDER THAT MAN MIGHT BE MORE READILY EDUCATED BY GOD FOR FASTING, HE WAS ACCUSTOMED TO SUCH ARTICLES OF FOOD AS WERE NEITHER PLENTIFUL NOR SUMPTUOUS, AND NOT LIKELY TO PAMPER THE APPETITE OF THE LUXURIOUS. OF COURSE, THE CREATOR DESERVED ALL THE GREATER BLAME, BECAUSE IT WAS FROM HIS OWN PEOPLE THAT HE TOOK AWAY FOOD, RATHER THAN FROM THE MORE UNGRATEFUL MARCIONITES. AS FOR THE BURDENSOME SACRIFICES ALSO, AND THE TROUBLESOME SCRUPULOUSNESS OF THEIR CEREMONIES AND OBLATIONS, NO ONE SHOULD BLAME THEM, AS IF GOD SPECIALLY REQUIRED THEM FOR HIMSELF: FOR HE PLAINLY ASKS, "TO WHAT PURPOSE IS THE MULTITUDE OF YOUR SACRIFICES UNTO ME?" AND, "WHO HATH REQUIRED THEM AT YOUR HAND?" BUT HE SHOULD SEE HEREIN A CAREFUL PROVISION ON GOD'S PART, WHICH SHOWED HIS WISH TO BIND TO HIS OWN RELIGION A PEOPLE WHO WERE PRONE TO IDOLATRY AND TRANSGRESSION BY THAT KIND OF SERVICES WHEREIN CONSISTED THE SUPERSTITION OF THAT PERIOD; THAT HE MIGHT CALL THEM AWAY THEREFROM, WHILE REQUESTING IT TO BE PERFORMED TO HIMSELF, AS IF HE DESIRED THAT NO SIN SHOULD BE COMMITTED IN MAKING IDOLS. 
CHAP. XIX.--THE MINUTE PRESCRIPTIONS OF THE LAW MEANT TO KEEP THE PEOPLE DEPENDENT ON GOD. THE PROPHETS SENT BY GOD IN PURSUANCE OF HIS GOODNESS. MANY BEAUTIFUL PASSAGES FROM THEM QUOTED IN ILLUSTRATION OF THIS ATTRIBUTE. 
BUT EVEN IN THE COMMON TRANSACTIONS OF LIFE, AND OF HUMAN INTERCOURSE AT HOME AND IN PUBLIC, EVEN TO THE CARE OF THE SMALLEST VESSELS, HE IN EVERY POSSIBLE MANNER MADE DISTINCT ARRANGEMENT; IN ORDER THAT, WHEN THEY EVERYWHERE ENCOUNTERED THESE LEGAL INSTRUCTIONS, THEY MIGHT NOT BE AT ANY MOMENT OUT OF THE SIGHT OF GOD. FOR WHAT COULD BETTER TEND TO MAKE A MAN HAPPY, THEN HAVING "HIS DELIGHT IN THE LAW OF THE LORD?" "IN THAT LAW WOULD HE MEDITATE DAY AND NIGHT. IT WAS NOT IN SEVERITY THAT ITS AUTHOR PROMULGATED THIS LAW, BUT IN THE INTEREST OF THE HIGHEST BENEVOLENCE, WHICH RATHER AIMED AT SUBDUING THE NATION'S HARDNESS OF HEART, AND BY LABORIOUS SERVICES HEWING OUT A FEALTY WHICH WAS (AS YET) UNTRIED IN OBEDIENCE: FOR I PURPOSELY ABSTAIN FROM TOUCHING ON THE MYSTERIOUS SENSES OF THE LAW, CONSIDERED IN ITS SPIRITUAL AND PROPHETIC RELATION, AND AS ABOUNDING IN TYPES OF ALMOST EVERY VARIETY AND SORT. IT IS ENOUGH AT PRESENT, THAT IT SIMPLY BOUND A MAN TO GOD, SO THAT NO ONE OUGHT TO FIND FAULT WITH IT, EXCEPT HIM WHO DOES NOT CHOOSE TO SERVE GOD. TO HELP FORWARD THIS BENEFICENT, NOT ONEROUS, PURPOSE OF THE LAW, THE PROPHETS WERE ALSO ORDAINED BY THE SELF-SAME GOODNESS OF GOD, TEACHING PRECEPTS WORTHY OF GOD, HOW THAT MEN SHOULD "CEASE TO DO EVIL, LEARN TO DO WELL, SEEK JUDGMENT, JUDGE THE FATHERLESS, AND PLEAD FOR THE WIDOW:" BE FOND OF THE DIVINE EXPOSTULATIONS: AVOID CONTACT WITH THE WICKED: "LET THE OPPRESSED GO FREE:" DISMISS THE UNJUST SENTENCE. "DEAL THEIR BREAD TO THE HUNGRY; BRING THE OUTCAST INTO THEIR HOUSE; COVER THE NAKED, WHEN THEY SEE HIM; NOR HIDE THEMSELVES FROM THEIR OWN FLESH AND KIN:" "KEEP THEIR TONGUE FROM EVIL, AND THEIR LIPS FROM SPEAKING GUILE: DEPART FROM EVIL, AND DO GOOD; SEEK PEACE, AND PURSUE IT:" BE ANGRY, AND SIN NOT; THAT IS, NOT PERSEVERE IN ANGER, OR BE ENRAGED: "WALK NOT IN THE COUNSEL OF THE UNGODLY; NOR STAND IN THE WAY OF SINNERS; NOR SIT IN THE SEAT OF THE SCORNFUL." WHERE THEN? "BEHOLD, HOW GOOD AND HOW PLEASANT IT IS FOR BRETHREN TO DWELL TOGETHER IN UNITY;" MEDITATING (AS THEY DO) DAY AND NIGHT IN THE LAW OF THE LORD, BECAUSE "IT IS BETTER TO TRUST IN THE LORD THAN TO PUT CONFIDENCE IN MAN; BETTER TO HOPE IN THE LORD THAN IN MAN." FOR WHAT RECOMPENSE SHALL MAN RECEIVE FROM GOD? "HE SHALL BE LIKE A TREE PLANTED BY THE RIVERS OF WATER, THAT BRINGETH FORTH HIS FRUIT IN HIS SEASON; HIS LEAF ALSO SHALL NOT WITHER, AND WHATSOEVER HE DOETH SHALL PROSPER." "HE THAT HATH CLEAN HANDS AND A PURE HEART, WHO HATH NOT TAKEN GOD'S NAME IN VAIN, NOR SWORN DECEITFULLY TO HIS NEIGHBOR, HE SHALL RECEIVE BLESSING FROM THE LORD, AND MERCY FROM THE GOD OF HIS SALVATION." "FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE UPON THEM THAT FEAR HIM, UPON THEM THAT HOPE IN HIS MERCY, TO DELIVER THEIR SOULS FROM DEATH," EVEN ETERNAL DEATH, "AND TO NOURISH THEM IN THEIR HUNGER," THAT IS, AFTER ETERNAL LIFE. "MANY ARE THE AFFLICTIONS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT THE LORD DELIVERETH THEM OUT OF THEM ALL." "PRECIOUS IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD IS THE DEATH OF HIS SAINTS." "THE LORD KEEPETH ALL THEIR BONES; NOT ONE OF THEM SHALL BE BROKEN." THE LORD WILL REDEEM THE SOULS OF HIS SERVANTS. WE HAVE ADDUCED THESE FEW QUOTATIONS FROM A MASS OF THE CREATOR'S SCRIPTURES; AND NO MORE, I SUPPOSE, ARE WANTED TO PROVE HIM TO BE A MOST GOOD GOD, FOR THEY SUFFICIENTLY INDICATE BOTH THE PRECEPTS OF HIS GOODNESS AND THE FIRST-FRUITS THEREOF. 
CHAP. XX.--THE MARCIONITES CHARGED GOD WITH HAVING INSTIGATED THE HEBREWS TO SPOIL THE EGYPTIANS. DEFENCE OF THE DIVINE DISPENSATION IN THAT MATTER. 
BUT THESE "SAUCY CUTTLES" (OF HERETICS) UNDER THE FIGURE OF WHOM THE LAW ABOUT THINGS TO BE EATEN PROHIBITED THIS VERY KIND OF PISCATORY AILMENT, AS SOON AS THEY FIND THEMSELVES CONFUTED, EJECT THE BLACK VENOM OF THEIR BLASPHEMY, AND SO SPREAD ABOUT IN ALL DIRECTIONS THE OBJECT WHICH (AS IS NOW PLAIN) THEY SEVERALLY HAVE IN VIEW, WHEN THEY PUT FORTH SUCH ASSERTIONS AND PROTESTATIONS AS SHALL OBSCURE AND TARNISH THE REKINDLED LIGHT OF THE CREATOR'S BOUNTY. WE WILL, HOWEVER, FOLLOW THEIR WICKED DESIGN, EVEN THROUGH THESE BLACK CLOUDS, AND DRAG TO LIGHT THEIR TRICKS OF DARK CALUMNY, LAYING TO THE CREATOR'S CHARGE WITH ESPECIAL EMPHASIS THE FRAUD AND THEFT OF GOLD AND SILVER WHICH THE HEBREWS WERE COMMANDED BY HIM TO PRACTICE AGAINST THE EGYPTIANS. COME, UNHAPPY HERETIC, I CITE EVEN YOU AS A WITNESS; FIRST LOOK AT THE CASE OF THE TWO NATIONS, AND THEN YOU WILL FORM A JUDGMENT OF THE AUTHOR OF THE COMMAND. THE EGYPTIANS PUT IN A CLAIM ON THE HEBREWS FOR THESE GOLD AND SILVER VESSELS. THE HEBREWS ASSERT A COUNTER CLAIM, ALLEGING THAT BY THE BOND OF THEIR RESPECTIVE FATHERS, ATTESTED BY THE WRITTEN ENGAGEMENT OF BOTH PARTIES, THERE WERE DUE TO THEM THE ARREARS OF THAT LABORIOUS SLAVERY OF THEIRS, FOR THE BRICKS THEY HAD SO PAINFULLY MADE, AND THE CITIES AND PALACES S WHICH THEY HAD BUILT. WHAT SHALL BE YOUR VERDICT, YOU, DISCOVERER OF THE MOST GOOD GOD? THAT THE HEBREWS MUST ADMIT THE FRAUD, OR THE EGYPTIANS THE COMPENSATION? FOR THEY MAINTAIN THAT THUS HAS THE QUESTION BEEN SETTLED BY THE ADVOCATES ON BOTH SIDES, OF THE EGYPTIANS DEMANDING THEIR VESSELS, AND THE HEBREWS CLAIMING THE REQUITAL OF THEIR LABORS. BUT FOR ALL THEY SAY, THE EGYPTIANS JUSTLY RENOUNCED THEIR RESTITUTION-CLAIM THEN AND THERE; WHILE THE HEBREWS TO THIS DAY, IN SPITE OF THE MARCIONITES, RE-ASSERT THEIR DEMAND FOR EVEN GREATER DAMAGES, INSISTING THAT, HOWEVER LARGE WAS THEIR LOAN OF THE GOLD AND SILVER, IT WOULD NOT BE COMPENSATION ENOUGH, EVEN IF THE LABOR OF SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND MEN SHOULD BE VALUED AT ONLY "A FARTHING" A DAY A PIECE. WHICH, HOWEVER, WERE THE MORE IN NUMBER--THOSE WHO CLAIMED THE VESSEL, OR THOSE WHO DWELT IN THE PALACES AND CITIES? WHICH, TOO, THE GREATER--THE GRIEVANCE OF THE EGYPTIANS AGAINST THE HEBREWS, OR "THE FAVOR" WHICH THEY DISPLAYED TOWARDS THEM? WERE FREE MEN REDUCED TO SERVILE LABOR, IN ORDER THAT THE HEBREWS MIGHT SIMPLY PROCEED AGAINST THE EGYPTIANS BY ACTION AT LAW FOR INJURIES; OR IN ORDER THAT THEIR OFFICERS MIGHT ON THEIR BENCHES SIT AND EXHIBIT THEIR BACKS AND SHOULDERS SHAMEFULLY MANGLED BY THE FIERCE APPLICATION OF THE SCOURGE? IT WAS NOT BY A FEW PLATES AND CUP--IN ALL CASES THE PROPERTY, NO DOUBT, OF STILL FEWER RICH MEN--THAT ANY ONE WOULD PRONOUNCE THAT COMPENSATION SHOULD HAVE BEEN AWARDED TO THE HEBREWS, BUT BOTH BY ALL THE RESOURCES OF THESE AND BY THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF ALL THE PEOPLE. IF, THEREFORE, THE CASE OF THE HEBREWS BE A GOOD ONE, THE CREATOR'S CASE MUST LIKEWISE BE A GOOD ONE; THAT IS TO SAY, HIS COMMAND, WHEN HE BOTH MADE THE EGYPTIANS UNCONSCIOUSLY GRATEFUL, AND ALSO GAVE HIS OWN PEOPLE THEIR DISCHARGE IN FULL AT THE TIME OF THEIR MIGRATION BY THE SCANTY COMFORT OF A TACIT REQUITAL OF THEIR LONG SERVITUDE. IT WAS PLAINLY LESS THAN THEIR DUE WHICH HE COMMANDED TO BE EXACTED. THE EGYPTIANS OUGHT TO HAVE GIVEN BACK THEIR MEN-CHILDREN ALSO TO THE HEBREWS. 
CHAP. XXI.--THE LAW OF THE SABBATH-DAY EXPLAINED. THE EIGHT DAYS' PROCESSION AROUND JERICHO. THE GATHERING OF STICKS A VIOLATION. 
SIMILARLY, ON OTHER POINTS ALSO, YOU REPROACH HIM WITH FICKLENESS AND INSTABILITY FOR CONTRADICTIONS IN HIS COMMANDMENTS, SUCH AS THAT HE FORBADE WORK TO BE DONE ON SABBATH-DAYS, AND YET AT THE SIEGE OF JERICHO ORDERED THE ARK TO BE CARRIED ROUND THE WALLS DURING EIGHT DAYS; IN OTHER WORDS, OF COURSE, ACTUALLY ON A SABBATH. YOU DO NOT, HOWEVER, CONSIDER THE LAW OF THE SABBATH: THEY ARE HUMAN WORKS, NOT DIVINE, WHICH IT PROHIBITS. FOR IT SAYS, "SIX DAYS SHALT THOU LABOR, AND DO ALL THY WORK; BUT THE SEVENTH DAY IS THE SABBATH OF THE LORD THY GOD: IN IT THOU SHALT NOT DO ANY WORK." WHAT WORK? OF COURSE, YOUR OWN. THE CONCLUSION IS, THAT FROM THE SABBATH-DAY HE REMOVES THOSE WORKS WHICH HE HAD BEFORE ENJOINED FOR THE SIX DAYS, THAT IS, YOUR OWN WORKS; IN OTHER WORDS, HUMAN WORKS OF DAILY LIFE. NOW, THE CARRYING AROUND OF THE ARK IS EVIDENTLY NOT AN ORDINARY DAILY DUTY, NOR YET A HUMAN ONE; BUT A RARE AND A SACRED WORK, AND, AS BEING THEN ORDERED BY THE DIRECT PRECEPT OF GOD, A DIVINE ONE. AND T MIGHT FULLY EXPLAIN WHAT THIS SIGNIFIED, WERE IT NOT A TEDIOUS PROCESS TO OPEN OUT THE FORMS OF ALL THE CREATOR'S PROOFS, WHICH YOU WOULD, MOREOVER, PROBABLY REFUSE TO ALLOW. IT IS MORE TO THE POINT, IF YOU BE CONFUTED ON PLAIN MATTERS BY THE SIMPLICITY OF TRUTH RATHER THAN CURIOUS REASONING. THUS, IN THE PRESENT INSTANCE, THERE IS A CLEAR DISTINCTION RESPECTING THE SABBATH'S PROHIBITION OF HUMAN LABORS, NOT DIVINE ONES. ACCORDINGLY, THE MAN WHO WENT AND GATHERED STICKS ON THE SABBATH-DAY WAS PUNISHED WITH DEATH. FOR IT WAS HIS OWN WORK WHICH HE DID; AND THIS THE LAW FORBADE. THEY, HOWEVER, WHO ON THE SABBATH CARRIED THE ARK ROUND JERICHO, DID IT WITH IMPUNITY. FOR IT WAS NOT THEIR OWN WORK, BUT GOD'S, WHICH THEY EXECUTED, AND THAT TOO, FROM HIS EXPRESS COMMANDMENT. 
CHAP. XXII.--THE BRAZEN SERPENT AND THE GOLDEN CHERUBIM WERE NOT VIOLATIONS OF THE SECOND COMMANDMENT. THEIR MEANING. 
LIKEWISE, WHEN FORBIDDING THE SIMILITUDE TO BE MADE OF ALL THINGS WHICH ARE IN HEAVEN, AND IN EARTH, AND IN THE WATERS, HE DECLARED ALSO THE REASONS, AS BEING PROHIBITORY OF ALL MATERIAL EXHIBITION OF A LATENT IDOLATRY. FOR HE ADDS: "THOU SHALT NOT BOW DOWN TO THEM, NOR SERVE THEM." THE FORM, HOWEVER, OF THE BRAZEN SERPENT WHICH THE LORD AFTERWARDS COMMANDED MOSES TO MAKE, AFFORDED NO PRETEXT FOR IDOLATRY, BUT WAS MEANT FOR THE CURE OF THOSE WHO WERE PLAGUED WITH THE FIERY SERPENTS? I SAY NOTHING OF WHAT WAS FIGURED BY THIS CURE. THUS, TOO, THE GOLDEN CHERUBIM AND SERAPHIM WERE PURELY AN ORNAMENT IN THE FIGURED FASHION OF THE ARK; ADAPTED TO ORNAMENTATION FOR REASONS TOTALLY REMOTE FROM ALL CONDITION OF IDOLATRY, ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH THE MAKING A LIKENESS IS PROHIBITED; AND THEY ARE EVIDENTLY NOT AT VARIANCE WITH THIS LAW OF PROHIBITION, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT FOUND IN THAT FORM OF SIMILITUDE, IN REFERENCE TO WHICH THE PROHIBITION IS GIVEN. WE HAVE SPOKEN OF THE RATIONAL INSTITUTION OF THE SACRIFICES, AS CALLING OFF THEIR HOMAGE FROM IDOLS TO GOD; AND IF HE AFTERWARDS REJECTED THIS HOMAGE, SAYING, "TO WHAT PURPOSE IS THE MULTITUDE OF YOUR SACRIFICES UNTO ME?"--HE MEANT NOTHING ELSE THAN THIS TO BE UNDERSTOOD, THAT HE HAD NEVER REALLY REQUIRED SUCH HOMAGE FOR HIMSELF. FOR HE SAYS, "I WILL NOT EAT THE FLESH OF BULLS;" AND IN ANOTHER PASSAGE: "THE EVERLASTING GOD SHALL NEITHER HUNGER NOR THIRST." ALTHOUGH HE HAD RESPECT TO THE OFFERINGS OF ABEL, AND SMELLED A SWEET SAVOR FROM THE HOLOCAUST OF NOAH, YET WHAT PLEASURE COULD HE RECEIVE FROM THE FLESH OF SHEEP, OR THE ODOR OF BURNING VICTIMS? AND YET THE SIMPLE AND GOD-FEARING MIND OF THOSE WHO OFFERED WHAT THEY WERE RECEIVING FROM GOD, BOTH IN THE WAY OF FOOD AND OF A SWEET SMELL, WAS FAVORABLY ACCEPTED BEFORE GOD, IN THE SENSE OF RESPECTFUL HOMAGE TO GOD, WHO DID NOT SO MUCH WANT WHAT WAS OFFERED, AS THAT WHICH PROMPTED THE OFFERING. SUPPOSE NOW, THAT SOME DEPENDENT WERE TO OFFER TO A RICH MAN OR A KING, WHO WAS IN WANT OF NOTHING, SOME VERY INSIGNIFICANT GIFT, WILL THE AMOUNT AND QUALITY OF THE GIFT BRING DISHONOR TO THE RICH MAN AND THE KING; OR WILL THE CONSIDERATION OF THE HOMAGE GIVE THEM PLEASURE? WERE, HOWEVER, THE DEPENDENT, EITHER OF HIS OWN ACCORD OR EVEN IN COMPLIANCE WITH A COMMAND, TO PRESENT TO HIM GIFTS SUITABLY TO HIS RANK, AND WERE HE TO OBSERVE THE SOLEMNITIES DUE TO A KING, ONLY WITHOUT FAITH AND PURITY OF HEART, AND WITHOUT ANY READINESS FOR OTHER ACTS OF OBEDIENCE, WILL NOT THAT KING OR RICH MAN CONSEQUENTLY EXCLAIM: "TO WHAT PURPOSE IS THE MULTITUDE OF YOUR SACRIFICES UNTO ME? I AM FULL OF YOUR SOLEMNITIES, YOUR FEAST-DAYS, AND YOUR SABBATHS." BY CALLING THEM YOURS, AS HAVING BEEN PERFORMED AFTER THE GIVER'S OWN WILL, AND NOT ACCORDING TO THE RELIGION OF GOD (SINCE HE DISPLAYED THEM AS HIS OWN, AND NOT AS GOD'S), THE ALMIGHTY IN THIS PASSAGE, DEMONSTRATED HOW SUITABLE TO THE CONDITIONS OF THE CASE, AND HOW REASONABLE, WAS HIS REJECTION OF THOSE VERY OFFERINGS WHICH HE HAD COMMANDED TO BE MADE TO HIM. 
CHAP. XXIII.--GOD'S PURPOSES IN ELECTION AND REJECTION OF THE SAME MEN, SUCH AS KING SAUL, EXPLAINED, IN ANSWER TO THE MARCIONITE CAVIL. 
NOW, ALTHOUGH YOU WILL HAVE IT THAT HE IS INCONSTANT IN RESPECT OF PERSONS, SOMETIMES DISAPPROVING WHERE APPROBATION IS DESERVED; OR ELSE WANTING IN FORESIGHT, BESTOWING APPROBATION ON MEN WHO OUGHT RATHER TO BE REPROBATED, AS IF HE EITHER CENSURED HIS OWN PAST JUDGMENTS, OR COULD NOT FORECAST HIS FUTURE ONES; YET S NOTHING IS SO CONSISTENT FOR EVEN A GOOD JUDGE AS BOTH TO REJECT AND TO CHOOSE ON THE MERITS OF THE PRESENT MOMENT. SAUL IS CHOSEN, BUT HE IS NOT YET THE DESPISER OF THE PROPHET SAMUEL. SOLOMON IS REJECTED; BUT HE IS NOW BECOME A PREY TO FOREIGN WOMEN, AND A SLAVE TO THE IDOLS OF MOAB AND SIDON. WHAT MUST THE CREATOR DO, IN ORDER TO ESCAPE THE CENSURE OF THE MARCIONITES? MUST HE PREMATURELY CONDEMN MEN, WHO ARE THUS FAR CORRECT IN THEIR CONDUCT, BECAUSE OF FUTURE DELINQUENCIES? BUT IT IS NOT THE MARK OF A GOOD GOD TO CONDEMN BEFOREHAND PERSONS WHO HAVE NOT YET DESERVED CONDEMNATION. MUST HE THEN REFUSE TO EJECT SINNERS, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR PREVIOUS GOOD DEEDS? BUT IT IS NOT THE CHARACTERISTIC OF A JUST JUDGE TO FORGIVE SINS IN CONSIDERATION OF FORMER VIRTUES WHICH ARE NO LONGER PRACTICED. NOW, WHO IS SO FAULTLESS AMONG MEN, THAT GOD COULD ALWAYS HAVE HIM IN HIS CHOICE, AND NEVER BE ABLE TO REJECT HIM? OR WHO, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS SO VOID OF ANY GOOD WORK, THAT GOD COULD REJECT HIM FOR EVER, AND NEVER BE ABLE TO CHOOSE HIM? SHOW ME, THEN, THE MAN WHO IS ALWAYS GOOD, AND HE WILL NOT BE REJECTED; SHOW ME, TOO, HIM WHO IS ALWAYS EVIL, AND HE WILL NEVER BE CHOSEN. SHOULD, HOWEVER, THE SAME MAN, BEING FOUND ON DIFFERENT OCCASIONS IN THE PURSUIT OF BOTH (GOOD AND EVIL) BE RECOMPENSED IN BOTH DIRECTIONS BY GOD, WHO IS BOTH A GOOD AND JUDICIAL BEING, HE DOES NOT CHANGE HIS JUDGMENTS THROUGH INCONSTANCY OR WANT OF FORESIGHT, BUT DISPENSES REWARD ACCORDING TO THE DESERTS OF EACH CASE WITH A MOST UNWAVERING AND PROVIDENT DECISION. 
CHAP. XXIV.--INSTANCES OF GOD'S REPENTANCE, AND NOTABLY IN THE CASE OF THE NINEVITES, ACCOUNTED FOR AND VINDICATED. 
FURTHERMORE, WITH RESPECT TO THE REPENTANCE WHICH OCCURS IN HIS CONDUCT? YOU INTERPRET IT WITH SIMILAR PERVERSENESS JUST AS IF IT WERE WITH FICKLENESS AND IMPROVIDENCE THAT HE REPENTED, OR ON THE RECOLLECTION OF SOME WRONG-DOING; BECAUSE HE ACTUALLY SAID, "IT REPENTETH ME THAT I HAVE SET UP SAUL TO BE KING, "VERY MUCH AS IF HE MEANT THAT HIS REPENTANCE SAVORED OF AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SOME EVIL WORK OR ERROR. WELL, THIS IS NOT ALWAYS IMPLIED. FOR THERE OCCURS EVEN IN GOOD WORKS A CONFESSION OF REPENTANCE, AS A REPROACH AND CONDEMNATION OF THE MAN WHO HAS PROVED HIMSELF UNTHANKFUL FOR A BENEFIT. FOR INSTANCE, IN THIS CASE OF SAUL, THE CREATOR, WHO HAD MADE NO MISTAKE IN SELECTING HIM FOR THE KINGDOM, AND ENDOWING HIM WITH HIS HOLY SPIRIT, MAKES A STATEMENT RESPECTING THE GOODLINESS OF HIS PERSON, HOW THAT HE HAD MOST FITLY CHOSEN HIM AS BEING AT THAT MOMENT THE CHOICEST MAN, SO THAT (AS HE SAYS) THERE WAS NOT HIS FELLOW AMONG THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. NEITHER WAS HE IGNORANT HOW HE WOULD AFTERWARDS TURN OUT. FOR NO ONE WOULD BEAR YOU OUT IN IMPUTING LACK OF FORESIGHT TO THAT GOD WHOM, SINCE YOU DO NOT DENY HIM TO BE DIVINE, YOU ALLOW TO BE ALSO FORESEEING; FOR THIS PROPER ATTRIBUTE OF DIVINITY EXISTS IN HIM. HOWEVER, HE DID, AS I HAVE SAID, BURDEN THE GUILT OF SAUL WITH THE CONFESSION OF HIS OWN REPENTANCE; BUT AS THERE IS AN ABSENCE OF ALL ERROR AND WRONG IN HIS CHOICE OF SAUL, IT FOLLOWS THAT THIS REPENTANCE IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS UPBRAIDING ANOTHER RATHER THAN AS SELF-INCRIMINATING. LOOK HERE THEN, SAY YOU: I DISCOVER A SELF-INCRIMINATING CASE IN THE MATTER OF THE NINEVITES, WHEN THE BOOK OF JONAH DECLARES, "AND GOD REPENTED OF THE EVIL THAT HE HAD SAID THAT HE WOULD DO UNTO THEM; AND HE DID IT NOT." IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHICH JONAH HIMSELF SAYS UNTO THE LORD, "THEREFORE I FLED BEFORE UNTO TARSHISH; FOR I KNEW THAT THOU ART A GRACIOUS GOD AND MERCIFUL, SLOW TO ANGER, AND OF GREAT KINDNESS, AND REPENTEST THEE OF THE EVIL." IT IS WELL, THEREFORE, THAT HE PREMISED THE ATTRIBUTE OF THE MOST GOOD GOD AS MOST PATIENT OVER THE WICKED, AND MOST ABUNDANT IN MERCY AND KINDNESS OVER SUCH AS ACKNOWLEDGED AND BEWAILED THEIR SINS, AS THE NINEVITES WERE THEN DOING. FOR IF HE WHO HAS THIS ATTRIBUTE IS THE MOST GOOD, YOU WILL HAVE FIRST TO RELINQUISH THAT POSITION OF YOURS, THAT THE VERY CONTACT WITH EVIL IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH SUCH A BEING, THAT IS, WITH THE MOST GOOD GOD. AND BECAUSE MARCION, TOO, MAINTAINS THAT A GOOD TREE OUGHT NOT TO PRODUCE BAD FRUIT; BUT YET HE HAS MENTIONED "EVIL" (IN THE PASSAGE UNDER DISCUSSION), WHICH THE MOST GOOD GOD IS INCAPABLE OF, IS THERE FORTHCOMING ANY EXPLANATION OF THESE "EVILS," WHICH MAY RENDER THEM COMPATIBLE WITH EVEN THE MOST GOOD? THERE IS, WE SAY, IN SHORT, THAT EVIL IN THE PRESENT CASE MEANS, NOT WHAT MAY BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE CREATOR'S NATURE AS AN EVIL BEING, BUT WHAT MAY BE ATTRIBUTED TO HIS POWER AS A JUDGE. IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHICH HE DECLARED, "I CREATE EVIL," AND, "I FRAME EVIL AGAINST YOU;" MEANING NOT TO SINFUL EVILS, BUT AVENGING ONES. WHAT SORT OF STIGMAS PERTAINS TO THESE, CONGRUOUS AS THEY ARE WITH GOD'S JUDICIAL CHARACTER, WE HAVE SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED, NOW ALTHOUGH THESE ARE CALLED "EVILS," THEY ARE YET NOT REPREHENSIBLE IN A JUDGE; NOR BECAUSE OF THIS THEIR NAME DO THEY SHOW THAT THE JUDGE IS EVIL: SO IN LIKE MANNER WILL THIS PARTICULAR EVIL BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE ONE OF THIS CLASS OF JUDICIARY EVILS, AND ALONG WITH THEM TO BE COMPATIBLE WITH (GOD AS) A JUDGE. THE GREEKS ALSO SOMETIMES USE THE WORD "EVILS" FOR TROUBLES AND INJURIES (NOT MALIGNANT ONES), AS IN THIS PASSAGE OF YOURS IS ALSO MEANT. THEREFORE, IF THE CREATOR REPENTED OF SUCH EVIL AS THIS, AS SHOWING THAT THE CREATURE DESERVED CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION], AND OUGHT TO BE PUNISHED FOR HIS SIN, THEN, IN THE PRESENT INSTANCE NO FAULT OF A CRIMINATING NATURE WILL BE IMPUTED TO THE CREATOR, FOR HAVING DESERVEDLY AND WORTHILY DECREED THE DESTRUCTION OF A CITY SO FULL OF INIQUITY. WHAT THEREFORE HE HAD JUSTLY DECREED, HAVING NO EVIL PURPOSE IN HIS DECREE, HE DECREED FROM THE PRINCIPLE OF JUSTICE, NOT FROM MALEVOLENCE. YET HE GAVE IT THE NAME OF "EVIL," BECAUSE OF THE EVIL AND DESERT INVOLVED IN THE VERY SUFFERING ITSELF. THEN, YOU WILL SAY, IF YOU EXCUSE THE EVIL UNDER NAME OF JUSTICE, ON THE GROUND THAT HE HAD JUSTLY DETERMINED DESTRUCTION AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF NINEVEH, HE MUST EVEN ON THIS ARGUMENT BE BLAMEWORTHY, FOR HAVING REPENTED OF AN ACT OF JUSTICE, WHICH SURELY SHOULD NOT BE REPENTED OF. CERTAINLY NOT, MY REPLY IS; GOD WILL NEVER REPENT OF AN ACT OF JUSTICE. AND IT NOW REMAINS THAT WE SHOULD UNDERSTAND WHAT GOD'S REPENTANCE MEANS. FOR ALTHOUGH MAN REPENTS MOST FREQUENTLY ON THE RECOLLECTION OF A SIN, AND OCCASIONALLY EVEN FROM THE UNPLEASANTNESS OF SOME GOOD ACTION, THIS IS NEVER THE CASE WITH GOD. FOR, INASMUCH AS GOD NEITHER COMMITS SIN NOR CONDEMNS A GOOD ACTION, IN SO FAR IS THERE NO ROOM IN HIM FOR REPENTANCE OF EITHER A GOOD OR AN EVIL DEED. NOW THIS POINT IS DETERMINED FOR YOU EVEN IN THE SCRIPTURE WHICH WE HAVE QUOTED. SAMUEL SAYS TO SAUL, "THE LORD HATH RENT THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL FROM THEE THIS DAY, AND HATH GIVEN IT TO A NEIGHBOR OF THINE THAT IS BETTER THAN THOU", AND INTO TWO PARTS SHALL ISRAEL BE DIVIDED: "FOR HE WILL NOT TURN HIMSELF, NOR REPENT; FOR HE DOES NOT REPENT AS A MAN DOES." ACCORDING, THEREFORE, TO THIS DEFINITION, THE DIVINE REPENTANCE TAKES IN ALL CASES A DIFFERENT FORM FROM THAT OF MAN, IN THAT IT IS NEVER REGARDED AS THE RESULT OF IMPROVIDENCE OR OF FICKLENESS, OR OF ANY CONDEMNATION OF A GOOD OR AN EVIL WORK. WHAT, THEN, WILL BE THE MODE OF GOD'S REPENTANCE? IT IS ALREADY QUITE CLEAR, IF YOU AVOID REFERRING IT TO HUMAN CONDITIONS. FOR IT WILL HAVE NO OTHER MEANING THAN A SIMPLE CHANGE OF A PRIOR PURPOSE; AND THIS IS ADMISSIBLE WITHOUT ANY BLAME EVEN IN A MAN, MUCH MORE IN GOD, WHOSE EVERY PURPOSE IS FAULTLESS. NOW IN GREEK THE WORD FOR REPENTANCE (METANOIA) IS FORMED, NOT FROM THE CONFESSION OF A SIN, BUT FROM A CHANGE OF MIND, WHICH IN GOD WE HAVE SHOWN TO BE REGULATED BY THE OCCURRENCE OF VARYING CIRCUMSTANCES. 
CHAP. XXV.--GOD'S DEALINGS WITH ADAM AT THE FALL, AND WITH CAIN AFTER HIS CRIME, ADMIRABLY EXPLAINED AND DEFENDED. 
IT IS NOW HIGH TIME THAT I SHOULD, IN ORDER TO MEET ALL OBJECTIONS OF THIS KIND, PROCEED TO THE EXPLANATION AND CLEARING UP OF THE OTHER TRIFLES, WEAK POINTS, AND INCONSISTENCIES, AS YOU DEEMED THEM. GOD CALLS OUT TO ADAM, WHERE ART THOU? AS IF IGNORANT WHERE HE WAS; AND WHEN HE ALLEGED THAT THE SHAME OF HIS NAKEDNESS WAS THE CAUSE (OF HIS HIDING HIMSELF), HE INQUIRED WHETHER HE HAD EATEN OF THE TREE, AS IF HE WERE IN DOUBT. BY NO MEANS; GOD WAS NEITHER UNCERTAIN ABOUT THE COMMISSION OF THE SIN, NOR IGNORANT OF ADAM'S WHEREABOUTS. IT WAS CERTAINLY PROPER TO SUMMON THE OFFENDER, WHO WAS CONCEALING HIMSELF FROM THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF HIS SIN, AND TO BRING HIM FORTH INTO THE PRESENCE OF HIS LORD, NOT MERELY BY THE CALLING OUT OF HIS NAME, BUT WITH A HOME-THRUST BLOW AT THE SIN WHICH HE HAD AT THAT MOMENT COMMITTED. FOR THE QUESTION OUGHT NOT TO BE READ IN A MERELY INTERROGATIVE TONE, WHERE ART THOU, ADAM? BUT WITH AN IMPRESSIVE AND EARNEST VOICE, AND WITH AN AIR OF IMPUTATION, OH, ADAM, WHERE ART THOU? AS MUCH AS TO INTIMATE: THOU ART NO LONGER HERE, THOU ART IN PERDITION--SO THAT THE VOICE IS THE UTTERANCE OF ONE WHO IS AT ONCE REBUKING AND SORROWING. BUT OF COURSE, SOME PART OF PARADISE HAD ESCAPED THE EYE OF HIM WHO HOLDS THE UNIVERSE IN HIS HAND AS IF IT WERE A BIRD'S NEST, AND TO WHOM HEAVEN IS A THRONE AND EARTH A FOOTSTOOL; SO THAT HE COULD NOT SEE, BEFORE HE SUMMONED HIM FORTH, WHERE ADAM WAS, BOTH WHILE LURKING AND WHEN EATING OF THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT! THE WOLF OR THE PALTRY THIEF ESCAPES NOT THE NOTICE OF THE KEEPER OF YOUR VINEYARD OR YOUR GARDEN! AND GOD, I SUPPOSE, WITH HIS KEENER VISION, FROM ON HIGH WAS UNABLE TO MISS THE SIGHT OF AUGHT WHICH LAY BENEATH HIM! FOOLISH HERETIC, WHO TREAT WITH SCORN SO FINE AN ARGUMENT OF GOD'S GREATNESS AND MAN'S INSTRUCTION! GOD PUT THE QUESTION WITH AN APPEARANCE OF UNCERTAINTY, IN ORDER THAT EVEN HERE HE MIGHT PROVE MAN TO BE THE SUBJECT OF A FREE WILL IN THE ALTERNATIVE OF EITHER A DENIAL OR A CONFESSION, AND GIVE TO HIM THE OPPORTUNITY OF FREELY ACKNOWLEDGING HIS TRANSGRESSION, AND, SO FAR, OF LIGHTENING IT. IN LIKE MANNER HE INQUIRES OF CAIN WHERE HIS BROTHER WAS, JUST AS IF HE HAD NOT YET HEARD THE BLOOD OF ABEL CRYING FROM THE GROUND, IN ORDER THAT HE TOO MIGHT HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY FROM THE SAME POWER OF THE WILL OF SPONTANEOUSLY DENYING, AND TO THIS DEGREE AGGRAVATING, HIS CRIME; AND THAT THUS THERE MIGHT BE SUPPLIED TO US EXAMPLES OF CONFESSING SINS RATHER THAN OF DENYING THEM: SO THAT EVEN THEN WAS INITIATED THE EVANGELIC DOCTRINE, "BY THY WORDS THOU SHALL BE JUSTIFIED, AND BY THY WORDS THOU SHALT BE CONDEMNED." NOW, ALTHOUGH ADAM WAS BY REASON OF HIS CONDITION UNDER LAW SUBJECT TO DEATH, YET WAS HOPE PRESERVED TO HIM BY THE LORD'S SAYING, "BEHOLD, ADAM IS BECOME AS ONE OF US;" THAT IS, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE FUTURE TAKING OF THE MAN INTO THE DIVINE NATURE. THEN WHAT FOLLOWS? "AND NOW, LEST HE PUT FORTH HIS HAND, AND TAKE ALSO OF THE TREE OF LIFE, (AND EAT), AND LIVE FOR EVER." INSERTING THUS THE PARTICLE OF PRESENT TIME, "AND NOW," HE SHOWS THAT HE HAD MADE FOR A TIME, AND AT PRESENT, A PROLONGATION OF MAN'S LIFE. THEREFORE, HE DID NOT ACTUALLY CURSE ADAM AND EVE, FOR THEY WERE CANDIDATES FOR RESTORATION, AND THEY HAD BEEN RELIEVED BY CONFESSION. CAIN, HOWEVER, HE NOT ONLY CURSED; BUT WHEN HE WISHED TO ATONE FOR HIS SIN BY DEATH, HE EVEN PROHIBITED HIS DYING, SO THAT HE HAD TO BEAR THE LOAD OF THIS PROHIBITION IN ADDITION TO HIS CRIME. THIS, THEN, WILL PROVE TO BE THE IGNORANCE OF OUR GOD, WHICH WAS SIMULATED ON THIS ACCOUNT, THAT DELINQUENT MAN SHOULD NOT BE UNAWARE OF WHAT HE OUGHT TO DO. COMING DOWN TO THE CASE OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH, HE SAYS: "I WILL GO DOWN NOW, AND SEE WHETHER THEY HAVE DONE ALTOGETHER ACCORDING TO THE CRY OF IT WHICH IS COME UNTO ME; AND IF NOT, I WILL KNOW." WELL, WAS HE IN THIS INSTANCE ALSO UNCERTAIN THROUGH IGNORANCE, AND DESIRING TO KNOW? OR WAS THIS A NECESSARY TONE OF UTTERANCE, AS EXPRESSIVE OF A MINATORY AND NOT A DUBIOUS SENSE, UNDER THE COLOR OF AN INQUIRY? IF YOU MAKE MERRY AT GOD'S "GOING DOWN," AS IF HE COULD NOT EXCEPT BY THE DESCENT HAVE ACCOMPLISHED HIS JUDGMENT, TAKE CARE THAT YOU DO NOT STRIKE YOUR OWN GOD WITH AS HARD A BLOW. FOR HE ALSO CAME DOWN TO ACCOMPLISH WHAT HE WISHED. 
CHAP. XXVI.--THE OATH OF GOD: ITS MEANING. MOSES, WHEN DEPRECATING GOD'S WRATH AGAINST ISRAEL, A TYPE OF CHRIST. 
BUT GOD ALSO SWEARS. WELL, IS IT, I WONDER, BY THE GOD OF MARCION? NO, NO, HE SAYS; A MUCH VAINER OATH--BY HIMSELF! WHAT WAS HE TO DO, WHEN HE KNEW OF NO OTHER GOD; ESPECIALLY WHEN HE WAS SWEARING TO THIS VERY POINT, THAT BESIDES HIMSELF THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NO GOD? IS IT THEN OF SWEARING FALSELY THAT YOU CONVICT HIM, OR OF SWEARING A VAIN OATH? BUT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO APPEAR TO HAVE SWORN FALSELY, WHEN HE WAS IGNORANT, AS YOU SAY HE WAS, THAT THERE WAS ANOTHER GOD. FOR WHEN HE SWORE BY THAT WHICH HE KNEW, HE REALLY COMMITTED NO PERJURY. BUT IT WAS NOT A VAIN OATH FOR HIM TO SWEAR THAT THERE WAS NO OTHER GOD. IT WOULD INDEED BE A VAIN OATH, IF THERE HAD BEEN NO PERSONS WHO BELIEVED THAT THERE WERE OTHER GODS, LIKE THE WORSHIPPERS OF IDOLS THEN, AND THE HERETICS OF THE PRESENT DAY. THEREFORE, HE SWEARS BY HIMSELF, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE GOD, EVEN WHEN HE SWEARS THAT THERE IS BESIDES HIMSELF NO OTHER GOD AT ALL. BUT YOU HAVE YOURSELF, O MARCION, COMPELLED GOD TO DO THIS. FOR EVEN SO EARLY AS THEN WERE YOU FORESEEN. HENCE, IF HE SWEARS BOTH IN HIS PROMISES AND HIS THREATENING’S, AND THUS EXTORTS FAITH WHICH AT FIRST WAS DIFFICULT, NOTHING IS UNWORTHY OF GOD WHICH CAUSES MEN TO BELIEVE IN GOD. BUT (YOU SAY) GOD WAS EVEN THEN MEAN ENOUGH IN HIS VERY FIERCENESS, WHEN, IN HIS WRATH AGAINST THE PEOPLE FOR THEIR CONSECRATION OF THE CALF, HE MAKES THIS REQUEST OF HIS SERVANT MOSES: "LET ME ALONE, THAT MY WRATH MAY WAX HOT AGAINST THEM, AND THAT I MAY CONSUME THEM; AND I WILL MAKE OF THEE A GREAT NATION." ACCORDINGLY, YOU MAINTAIN THAT MOSES IS BETTER THAN HIS GOD, AS THE DEPRECATOR, NAY THE AVERTER, OF HIS ANGER. "FOR," SAID HE, "THOU SHALL NOT DO THIS; OR ELSE DESTROY ME ALONG WITH THEM." PITIABLE ARE YE ALSO, AS WELL AS THE PEOPLE, SINCE YOU KNOW NOT CHRIST, PREFIGURED IN THE PERSON OF MOSES AS THE DEPRECATOR OF THE FATHER, AND THE OFFERER OF HIS OWN LIFE FOR THE SALVATION OF THE PEOPLE. IT IS ENOUGH, HOWEVER, THAT THE NATION WAS AT THE INSTANT REALLY GIVEN TO MOSES. THAT WHICH HE, AS A SERVANT, WAS ABLE TO ASK OF THE LORD, THE LORD REQUIRED OF HIMSELF. FOR THIS PURPOSE, DID HE SAY TO HIS SERVANT, "LET ME ALONE, THAT I MAY CONSUME THEM," IN ORDER THAT BY HIS ENTREATY, AND BY OFFERING HIMSELF, HE MIGHT HINDER (THE THREATENED JUDGMENT), AND THAT YOU MIGHT BY SUCH AN INSTANCE LEARN HOW MUCH PRIVILEGE IS VOUCH-SAFED WITH GOD TO A FAITHFUL MAN AND A PROPHET. 
CHAP. XXVII.--OTHER OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED. GOD'S CONDESCENSION IN THE INCARNATION NOTHING DEROGATORY TO THE DIVINE BEING IN THIS ECONOMY. THE DIVINE MAJESTY WORTHILY SUSTAINED BY THE ALMIGHTY FATHER, NEVER VISIBLE TO MAN. PERVERSENESS OF THE MARCIONITE CAVILS. 
AND NOW, THAT I MAY BRIEFLY PASS IN REVIEW THE OTHER POINTS WHICH YOU HAVE THUS FAR BEEN ENGAGED IN COLLECTING, AS MEAN, WEAK, AND UNWORTHY, FOR DEMOLISHING THE CREATOR, I WILL PROPOUND THEM IN A SIMPLE AND DEFINITE STATEMENT: THAT GOD WOULD HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO HOLD ANY INTERCOURSE WITH MEN, IF HE HAD NOT TAKEN ON HIMSELF THE EMOTIONS AND AFFECTIONS OF MAN, BY MEANS OF WHICH HE COULD TEMPER THE STRENGTH OF HIS MAJESTY, WHICH WOULD NO DOUBT HAVE BEEN INCAPABLE OF ENDURANCE TO THE MODERATE CAPACITY OF MAN, BY SUCH A HUMILIATION AS WAS INDEED DEGRADING TO HIMSELF, BUT NECESSARY FOR MAN, AND SUCH AS ON THIS VERY ACCOUNT BECAME WORTHY OF GOD, BECAUSE NOTHING IS SO WORTHY OF GOD AS THE SALVATION OF MAN. IF I WERE ARGUING WITH HEATHENS, I SHOULD DWELL MORE AT LENGTH ON THIS POINT; ALTHOUGH WITH HERETICS TOO THE DISCUSSION DOES NOT STAND ON VERY DIFFERENT GROUNDS. INASMUCH AS YE YOURSELVES HAVE NOW COME TO THE BELIEF THAT GOD MOVED ABOUT IN THE FORM AND ALL OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES OF MAN'S NATURE, YOU WILL OF COURSE NO LONGER REQUIRE TO BE CONVINCED THAT GOD CONFORMED HIMSELF TO HUMANITY, BUT FEEL YOURSELVES BOUND BY YOUR OWN FAITH. FOR IF THE GOD (IN WHOM YE BELIEVE,) EVEN FROM HIS HIGHER CONDITION, PROSTRATED THE SUPREME DIGNITY OF HIS MAJESTY TO SUCH A LOWLINESS AS TO UNDERGO DEATH, EVEN THE DEATH OF THE CROSS, WHY CAN YOU NOT SUPPOSE THAT SOME HUMILIATIONS ARE BECOMING TO OUR GOD ALSO, ONLY MORE TOLERABLE THAN JEWISH CONTUMELIES, AND CROSSES, AND SEPULCHERS? ARE THESE THE HUMILIATIONS WHICH HENCEFORTH ARE TO RAISE A PREJUDICE AGAINST CHRIST (THE SUBJECT AS HE IS OF HUMAN PASSIONS) BEING A PARTAKER OF THAT GODHEAD AGAINST WHICH YOU MAKE THE PARTICIPATION IN HUMAN QUALITIES A REPROACH? NOW WE BELIEVE THAT CHRIST DID EVER ACT IN THE NAME OF GOD THE FATHER; THAT HE ACTUALLY FROM THE BEGINNING HELD INTERCOURSE WITH (MEN); ACTUALLY COMMUNED WITH PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS; WAS THE SON OF THE CREATOR; WAS HIS WORD; WHOM GOD MADE HIS SON BY EMITTING HIM FROM HIS OWN SELF, AND THENCEFORTH SET HIM OVER EVERY DISPENSATION AND (ADMINISTRATION OF) HIS WILL, MAKING HIM A LITTLE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS, AS IS WRITTEN IN DAVID. IN WHICH LOWERING OF HIS CONDITION HE RECEIVED FROM THE FATHER A DISPENSATION IN THOSE VERY RESPECTS WHICH YOU BLAME AS HUMAN; FROM THE VERY BEGINNING LEARNING, EVEN THEN, (THAT STATE OF A) MAN WHICH HE WAS DESTINED IN THE END TO BECOME. IT IS HE WHO DESCENDS, HE WHO INTERROGATES, HE WHO DEMANDS, HE WHO SWEARS. WITH REGARD, HOWEVER, TO THE FATHER, THE VERY GOSPEL WHICH IS COMMON TO US WILL TESTIFY THAT HE WAS NEVER VISIBLE, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF CHRIST: "NO MAN KNOWETH THE FATHER, SAVE THE SON." FOR EVEN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT HE HAD DECLARED, "NO MAN SHALL SEE ME, AND LIVE." HE MEANS THAT THE FATHER IS INVISIBLE, IN WHOSE AUTHORITY AND IN WHOSE NAME WAS HE GOD WHO APPEARED AS THE SON OF GOD. BUT WITH US CHRIST IS RECEIVED IN THE PERSON OF CHRIST, BECAUSE EVEN IN THIS MANNER IS HE OUR GOD. WHATEVER ATTRIBUTES THEREFORE YOU REQUIRE AS WORTHY OF GOD, MUST BE FOUND IN THE FATHER, WHO IS INVISIBLE AND UNAPPROACHABLE, AND PLACID, AND (SO TO SPEAK) THE GOD OF THE PHILOSOPHERS; WHEREAS THOSE QUALITIES WHICH YOU CENSURE AS UNWORTHY MUST BE SUPPOSED TO BE IN THE SON, WHO HAS BEEN SEEN, AND HEARD, AND ENCOUNTERED, THE WITNESS AND SERVANT OF THE FATHER, UNITING IN HIMSELF MAN AND GOD, GOD IN MIGHTY DEEDS, IN WEAK ONES MAN, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY GIVE TO MAN AS MUCH AS HE TAKES FROM GOD. WHAT IN YOUR ESTEEM IS THE ENTIRE DISGRACE OF MY GOD, IS IN FACT THE SACRAMENT OF MAN'S SALVATION GOD HELD CONVERSE WITH MAN, THAT MAN MIGHT LEARN TO ACT AS GOD, GOD DEALT ON EQUAL TERMS WITH MAN, THAT MAN MIGHT BE ABLE TO DEAL ON EQUAL TERMS WITH GOD. GOD WAS FOUND LITTLE, THAT MAN MIGHT BECOME VERY GREAT. YOU WHO DISDAIN SUCH A GOD, I HARDLY KNOW WHETHER YOU EX FIDE BELIEVE THAT GOD WAS CRUCIFIED. HOW GREAT, THEN, IS YOUR PERVERSITY IN RESPECT OF THE TWO CHARACTERS OF THE CREATOR! YOU DESIGNATE HIM AS JUDGE, AND REPROBATE AS CRUELTY THAT SEVERITY OF THE JUDGE WHICH ONLY ACTS IN ACCORD WITH THE MERITS OF CASES. YOU REQUIRE GOD TO BE VERY GOOD, AND YET DESPISE AS MEANNESS THAT GENTLENESS OF HIS WHICH ACCORDED WITH HIS KINDNESS, (AND) HELD LOWLY CONVERSE IN PROPORTION TO THE MEDIOCRITY OF MAN'S ESTATE. HE PLEASES YOU NOT, WHETHER GREAT OR LITTLE, NEITHER AS YOUR JUDGE NOR AS YOUR FRIEND! WHAT IF THE SAME FEATURES SHOULD BE DISCOVERED IN YOUR GOD? THAT HE TOO IS A JUDGE, WE HAVE ALREADY SHOWN IN THE PROPER SECTION: THAT FROM BEING A JUDGE HE MUST NEEDS BE SEVERE; AND FROM BEING SEVERE HE MUST ALSO BE CRUEL, IF INDEED CRUEL. 
CHAP. XXVIII.--THE TABLES TURNED UPON MARCION, BY CONTRASTS, IN FAVOUR OF THE TRUE GOD. 
NOW, TOUCHING THE WEAKNESSES AND MALIGNITIES, AND THE OTHER (ALLEGED), NOTES (OF THE CREATOR), I TOO SHALL ADVANCE ANTITHESES IN RIVALRY TO MARCION'S. IF MY GOD KNEW NOT OF ANY OTHER SUPERIOR TO HIMSELF, YOUR GOD ALSO WAS UTTERLY UNAWARE THAT THERE WAS ANY BENEATH HIMSELF. IT IS JUST WHAT HERACLITUS "THE OBSCURE" SAID; WHETHER IT BE UP OR DOWN, IT COMES TO THE SAME THING. IF, INDEED, HE WAS NOT IGNORANT (OF HIS POSITION), IT MUST HAVE OCCURRED TO HIM FROM THE BEGINNING. SIN AND DEATH, AND THE AUTHOR OF SIN TOO--THE DEVIL--AND ALL THE EVIL WHICH MY GOD PERMITTED TO BE, THIS ALSO, DID YOUR GOD PERMIT; FOR HE ALLOWED HIM TO PERMIT IT. OUR GOD CHANGED HIS PURPOSES; IN LIKE MANNER YOURS DID ALSO. FOR HE WHO CAST HIS LOOK SO LATE IN THE HUMAN RACE, CHANGED THAT PURPOSE, WHICH FOR SO LONG A PERIOD HAD REFUSED TO CAST THAT LOOK. OUR GOD REPENTED HIM OF THE EVIL IN A GIVEN CASE; SO ALSO, DID YOURS. FOR BY THE FACT THAT HE AT LAST HAD REGARD TO THE SALVATION OF MAN, HE SHOWED SUCH A REPENTANCE OF HIS PREVIOUS DISREGARD AS WAS DUE FOR A WRONG DEED. BUT NEGLECT OF MAN'S SALVATION WILL BE ACCOUNTED A WRONG DEED, SIMPLY BECAUSE IT HAS BEEN REMEDIED BY HIS REPENTANCE IN THE CONDUCT OF YOUR GOD. OUR GOD YOU SAY COMMANDED A FRAUDULENT ACT, BUT IN A MATTER OF GOLD AND SILVER. NOW, INASMUCH AS MAN IS MORE PRECIOUS THAN GOLD AND SILVER, IN SO FAR IS YOUR GOD MORE FRAUDULENT STILL, BECAUSE HE ROBS MAN OF HIS LORD AND CREATOR. EYE FOR EYE DOES OUR GOD REQUIRE; BUT YOUR GOD DOES EVEN A GREATER INJURY, (IN YOUR IDEAS,) WHEN HE PREVENTS AN ACT OF RETALIATION. FOR WHAT MAN WILL NOT RETURN A BLOW, WITHOUT WAITING TO BE STRUCK A SECOND TIME. OUR GOD (YOU SAY) KNOWS NOT WHOM HE OUGHT TO CHOOSE. NOR DOES YOUR GOD, FOR IF HE HAD FOREKNOWN THE ISSUE, HE WOULD NOT HAVE CHOSEN THE TRAITOR JUDAS. IF YOU ALLEGE THAT THE CREATOR PRACTICED DECEPTION IN ANY INSTANCE, THERE WAS A FAR GREATER MENDACITY IN YOUR CHRIST, WHOSE VERY BODY WAS UNREAL. MANY WERE CONSUMED BY THE SEVERITY OF MY GOD. THOSE ALSO WHO WERE NOT SAVED BY YOUR GOD ARE VERILY DISPOSED BY HIM TO RUIN. MY GOD ORDERED A MAN TO BE SLAIN. YOUR GOD WILLED HIMSELF TO BE PUT TO DEATH; NOT LESS A HOMICIDE AGAINST HIMSELF THAN IN RESPECT OF HIM BY WHOM HE MEANT TO BE SLAIN. I WILL MOREOVER PROVE TO MARCION THAT THEY WERE MANY WHO WERE SLAIN BY HIS GOD; FOR HE MADE EVERY ONE A HOMICIDE: IN OTHER WORDS, HE DOOMED HIM TO PERISH, EXCEPT WHEN PEOPLE FAILED IN NO DUTY TOWARDS CHRIST. BUT THE STRAIGHTFORWARD VIRTUE OF TRUTH IS CONTENTED WITH FEW RESOURCES. MANY THINGS WILL BE NECESSARY FOR FALSEHOOD. 
CHAP. XXIX.--MARCION'S OWN ANTITHESES, IF ONLY THE TITLE AND OBJECT OF THE WORK BE EXCEPTED, AFFORD PROOFS OF THE CONSISTENT ATTRIBUTES OF THE TRUE GOD. 
BUT I WOULD HAVE ATTACKED MARCION'S OWN ANTITHESES IN CLOSER AND FULLER COMBAT, IF A MORE ELABORATE DEMOLITION OF THEM WERE REQUIRED IN MAINTAINING FOR THE CREATOR THE CHARACTER OF A GOOD GOD AND A JUDGE, ALTERS THE EXAMPLES OF BOTH POINTS, WHICH WE HAVE SHOWN TO BE SO WORTHY OF GOD. SINCE, HOWEVER, THESE TWO ATTRIBUTES OF GOODNESS AND JUSTICE DO TOGETHER MAKE UP THE PROPER FULNESS OF THE DIVINE BEING AS OMNIPOTENT, I AM ABLE TO CONTENT MYSELF WITH HAVING NOW COMPENDIOUSLY REFUTED HIS ANTITHESES, WHICH AIM AT DRAWING DISTINCTIONS OUT OF THE QUALITIES OF THE (CREATOR'S) ARTIFICES, OR OF HIS LAWS, OR OF HIS GREAT WORKS; AND THUS SUNDERING CHRIST FROM THE CREATOR, AS THE MOST GOOD FROM THE JUDGE, AS ONE WHO IS MERCIFUL FROM HIM WHO IS RUTHLESS, AND ONE WHO BRINGS SALVATION FROM HIM WHO CAUSES RUIN. THE TRUTH IS, THEY RATHER UNITE THE TWO BEINGS WHOM THEY ARRANGE IN THOSE DIVERSITIES (OF ATTRIBUTE), WHICH YET ARE COMPATIBLE IN GOD. FOR ONLY TAKE AWAY THE TITLE OF MARCION'S BOOK, AND THE INTENTION AND PURPOSE OF THE WORK ITSELF, AND YOU COULD GET NO BETTER DEMONSTRATION THAT THE SELF-SAME GOD WAS BOTH VERY GOOD AND A JUDGE, INASMUCH AS THESE TWO CHARACTERS ARE ONLY COMPETENTLY FOUND IN GOD. INDEED, THE VERY EFFORT WHICH IS MADE IN THE SELECTED EXAMPLES TO OPPOSE CHRIST TO THE CREATOR, CONDUCES ALL THE MORE TO THEIR UNION. FOR SO ENTIRELY ONE AND THE SAME WAS THE NATURE OF THE DIVINE BEINGS, THE GOOD AND THE SEVERE, AS SHOWN BOTH BY THE SAME EXAMPLES AND IN SIMILAR PROOFS, THAT IT WILLED TO DISPLAY ITS GOODNESS TO THOSE ON WHOM IT HAD FIRST INFLICTED ITS SEVERITY. THE DIFFERENCE IN TIME WAS NO MATTER OF SURPRISE, WHEN THE SAME GOD WAS AFTERWARDS MERCIFUL IN PRESENCE OF EVILS WHICH HAD BEEN SUBDUED, WHO HAD ONCE BEEN SO AUSTERE WHILST THEY WERE AS YET UNSUBDUED. THUS, BY HELP OF THE ANTITHESES, THE DISPENSATION OF THE CREATOR CAN BE MORE READILY SHOWN TO HAVE BEEN REFORMED BY CHRIST, RATHER THAN DESTROYED; RESTORED, RATHER THAN ABOLISHED; ESPECIALLY AS YOU SEVER YOUR OWN GOD FROM EVERYTHING LIKE ACRIMONIOUS CONDUCT, EVEN FROM ALL RIVALRY WHATSOEVER WITH THE CREATOR. NOW, SINCE THIS IS THE CASE, HOW COMES IT TO PASS THAT THE ANTITHESES DEMONSTRATE HIM TO HAVE BEEN THE CREATOR'S RIVAL IN EVERY DISPUTED CAUSE? WELL, EVEN HERE, TOO, I WILL ALLOW THAT IN THESE CAUSES MY GOD HAS BEEN A JEALOUS GOD, WHO HAS IN HIS OWN RIGHT TAKEN ESPECIAL CARE THAT ALL THINGS DONE BY HIM SHOULD BE IN THEIR BEGINNING OF A ROBUSTER GROWTH; AND THIS IN THE WAY OF A GOOD, BECAUSE RATIONAL EMULATION, WHICH TENDS TO MATURITY. IN THIS SENSE THE WORLD ITSELF WILL ACKNOWLEDGE HIS "ANTITHESES," FROM THE CONTRARIETY OF ITS OWN ELEMENTS, ALTHOUGH IT HAS BEEN REGULATED WITH THE VERY HIGHEST REASON. WHEREFORE, MOST THOUGHTLESS MARCION, IT WAS YOUR DUTY TO HAVE SHOWN THAT ONE (OF THE TWO GODS YOU TEACH) WAS A GOD OF LIGHT, AND THE OTHER A GOD OF DARKNESS; AND THEN YOU WOULD HAVE FOUND IT AN EASIER TASK TO PERSUADE US THAT ONE WAS A GOD OF GOODNESS, THE OTHER A GOD OF SEVERITY. HOW EVER, THE "ANTITHESIS" (OR VARIETY OF ADMINISTRATION) WILL RIGHTLY BE HIS PROPERTY, TO WHOM IT ACTUALLY BELONGS IN (THE GOVERNMENT OF) THE WORLD. 
BOOK III.
WHEREIN CHRIST IS SHOWN TO BE THE SON OF GOD, WHO CREATED THE WORLD; TO HAVE BEEN PREDICTED BY THE PROPHETS; TO HAVE TAKEN HUMAN FLESH LIKE OUR OWN, BY A REAL INCARNATION. 
CHAP. I.--INTRODUCTORY; A BRIEF STATEMENT OF THE PRECEDING ARGUMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THE SUBJECT OF THIS BOOK. 
FOLLOWING THE TRACK OF MY ORIGINAL TREATISE, THE LOSS OF WHICH WE ARE STEADILY PROCEEDING TO RESTORE, WE COME NOW, IN THE ORDER OF OUR SUBJECT, TO TREAT OF CHRIST, ALTHOUGH THIS BE A WORK OF SUPEREROGATION, AFTER THE PROOF WHICH WE HAVE GONE THROUGH THAT THERE IS BUT ONE ONLY GOD. FOR NO DOUBT IT HAS BEEN ALREADY RULED WITH SUFFICIENT CLEARNESS, THAT CHRIST MUST BE REGARDED AS PERTAINING TO NO OTHER GOD THAN THE CREATOR, WHEN IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT NO OTHER GOD BUT THE CREATOR SHOULD BE THE OBJECT OF OUR FAITH. HIM DID CHRIST SO EXPRESSLY PREACH, WHILST THE APOSTLES ONE AFTER THE OTHER ALSO SO CLEARLY AFFIRMED THAT CHRIST BELONGED TO NO OTHER GOD THAN HIM WHOM HE HIMSELF PREACHED--THAT IS, THE CREATOR--THAT NO MENTION OF A SECOND GOD (NOR, ACCORDINGLY, OF A SECOND CHRIST) WAS EVER AGITATED PREVIOUS TO MARCION'S SCANDAL. THIS IS MOST EASILY PROVED BY AN EXAMINATION OF BOTH THE APOSTOLIC AND THE HERETICAL CHURCHES, FROM WHICH WE ARE FORCED TO DECLARE THAT THERE IS UNDOUBTEDLY A SUBVERSION OF THE RULE (OF FAITH), WHERE ANY OPINION IS FOUND OF LATER DATE, A POINT WHICH I HAVE INSERTED IN MY FIRST BOOK. A DISCUSSION OF IT WOULD UNQUESTIONABLY BE OF VALUE EVEN NOW, WHEN WE ARE ABOUT TO MAKE A SEPARATE EXAMINATION INTO (THE SUBJECT OF) CHRIST; BECAUSE, WHILST PROVING CHRIST TO BE THE CREATOR'S SON, WE ARE EFFECTUALLY SHUTTING OUT THE GOD OF MARCION. TRUTH SHOULD EMPLOY ALL HER AVAILABLE RESOURCES, AND IN NO LIMPING WAY. IN OUR COMPENDIOUS RULES OF FAITH, HOWEVER, SHE HAS IT ALL HER OWN WAY. BUT I HAVE RESOLVED, LIKE AN EARNEST MAN, TO MEET MY ADVERSARY EVERY WAY AND EVERYWHERE IN THE MADNESS OF HIS HERESY, WHICH IS SO GREAT, THAT HE HAS FOUND IT EASIER TO ASSUME THAT THAT CHRIST HAS COME WHO WAS NEVER HEARD OF, THAN HE WHO HAS ALWAYS BEEN PREDICTED. 
CHAP. II.--WHY CHRIST'S COMING SHOULD BE PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED. 
COMING THEN AT ONCE TO THE POINT, I HAVE TO ENCOUNTER THE QUESTION, WHETHER CHRIST OUGHT TO HAVE COME SO SUDDENLY? (I ANSWER, NO.) FIRST, BECAUSE HE WAS THE SON OF GOD HIS FATHER. FOR THIS WAS A POINT OF ORDER, THAT THE FATHER SHOULD ANNOUNCE THE SON BEFORE THE SON SHOULD THE FATHER, AND THAT THE FATHER SHOULD TESTIFY OF THE SON BEFORE THE SON SHOULD TESTIFY OF THE FATHER. SECONDLY, BECAUSE, IN ADDITION TO THE TITLE OF SON, HE WAS THE SENT. THE AUTHORITY, THEREFORE, OF THE SENDER MUST NEEDS HAVE FIRST APPEARED IN A TESTIMONY OF THE SENT; BECAUSE NONE WHO COMES IN THE AUTHORITY OF ANOTHER DOES HIMSELF SET IT FORTH FOR HIMSELF ON HIS OWN ASSERTION, BUT RATHER LOOKS OUT FOR PROTECTION FROM IT, FOR FIRST COMES THE SUPPORT OF HIM WHO GIVES HIM HIS AUTHORITY. NOW (CHRIST) WILL NEITHER BE ACKNOWLEDGED AS SON IF THE FATHER NEVER NAMED HIM, NOR BE BELIEVED IN AS THE SENT ONE IF NO SENDER GAVE HIM A COMMISSION: THE FATHER, IF ANY, PURPOSELY NAMING HIM; AND THE SENDER, IF ANY, PURPOSELY COMMISSIONING HIM. EVERYTHING WILL BE OPEN TO SUSPICION WHICH TRANSGRESSES A RULE. NOW THE PRIMARY ORDER OF ALL THINGS WILL NOT ALLOW THAT THE FATHER SHOULD COME AFTER THE SON IN RECOGNITION, OR THE SENDER AFTER THE SENT, OR GOD AFTER CHRIST. NOTHING CAN TAKE PRECEDENCE OF ITS OWN ORIGINAL IN BEING ACKNOWLEDGED, NOR IN LIKE MANNER CAN IT IN ITS ORDERING. SUDDENLY A SON, SUDDENLY SENT, AND SUDDENLY CHRIST! ON THE CONTRARY, I SHOULD SUPPOSE THAT FROM GOD NOTHING COMES SUDDENLY, BECAUSE THERE IS NOTHING WHICH IS NOT ORDERED AND ARRANGED BY GOD. AND IF ORDERED, WHY NOT ALSO FORETOLD, THAT IT MAY BE PROVED TO HAVE BEEN ORDERED BY THE PREDICTION, AND BY THE ORDERING TO BE DIVINE? AND INDEED, SO GREAT A WORK, WHICH (WE MAY BE SURE) REQUIRED PREPARATION, AS BEING FOR THE SALVATION OF MAN, COULD NOT HAVE BEEN ON THAT VERY ACCOUNT A SUDDEN THING, BECAUSE IT WAS THROUGH FAITH THAT IT WAS TO BE OF AVAIL. INASMUCH, THEN, AS IT HAD TO BE BELIEVED IN ORDER TO BE OF USE, SO FAR DID IT REQUIRE, FOR THE SECURING OF THIS FAITH, A PREPARATION BUILT UPON THE FOUNDATIONS OF PRO-ARRANGEMENT AND FORE-ANNOUNCEMENT. FAITH, WHEN INFORMED BY SUCH A PROCESS, MIGHT JUSTLY BE REQUIRED OF MAN BY GOD, AND BY MAN BE REPOSED IN GOD; IT BEING A DUTY, AFTER THAT KNOWLEDGE HAS MADE IT A POSSIBILITY, TO BELIEVE THOSE THINGS WHICH A MAN HAD LEARNED INDEED TO BELIEVE FROM THE FORE-ANNOUNCEMENT. 
CHAP. III.--MIRACLES ALONE, WITHOUT PROPHECY, AN INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE OF CHRIST'S MISSION. 
A PROCEDURE OF THIS KIND, YOU SAY, WAS NOT NECESSARY, BECAUSE HE WAS FORTHWITH TO PROVE HIMSELF THE SON AND THE SENT ONE, AND THE CHRIST OF GOD IN VERY DEED, BY MEANS OF THE EVIDENCE OF HIS WONDERFUL WORKS. ON MY SIDE, HOWEVER, I HAVE TO DENY THAT EVIDENCE SIMPLY OF THIS SORT WAS SUFFICIENT AS A TESTIMONY TO HIM. HE HIMSELF AFTERWARDS DEPRIVED IT OF ITS AUTHORITY, BECAUSE WHEN HE DECLARED THAT MANY WOULD COME AND "SHOW GREAT SIGNS AND WONDERS," SO AS TO TURN ASIDE THE VERY ELECT, AND YET FOR ALL THAT WERE NOT TO BE RECEIVED, HE SHOWED HOW RASH WAS BELIEF IN SIGNS AND WONDERS, WHICH WERE SO VERY EASY OF ACCOMPLISHMENT BY EVEN FALSE CHRIST’S. ELSE HOW HAPPENS IT, IF HE MEANT HIMSELF TO BE APPROVED AND UNDERSTOOD, AND RECEIVED ON A CERTAIN EVIDENCE--I MEAN THAT OF MIRACLES--THAT HE FORBADE THE RECOGNITION OF THOSE OTHERS WHO HAD THE VERY SAME SORT OF PROOF TO SHOW, AND WHOSE COMING WAS TO BE QUITE AS SUDDEN AND UNANNOUNCED BY ANY AUTHORITY? IF, BECAUSE HE CAME BEFORE THEM, AND WAS BEFOREHAND WITH THEM IN DISPLAYING THE SIGNS OF HIS MIGHTY DEEDS, HE THEREFORE SEIZED THE FIRST RIGHT TO MEN'S FAITH,--JUST AS THE FIRST COMERS DO THE FIRST PLACE IN THE BATHS,--AND SO FORESTALLED ALL WHO CAME AFTER HIM IN THAT RIGHT, TAKE CARE THAT HE, TOO, BE NOT CAUGHT IN THE CONDITION OF THE LATER COMERS, IF HE BE FOUND TO BE BEHINDHAND WITH THE CREATOR, WHO HAD ALREADY BEEN MADE KNOWN, AND HAD ALREADY WORKED MIRACLES LIKE HIM, AND LIKE HIM HAD FOREWARNED MEN NOT TO BELIEVE IN OTHERS, EVEN SUCH AS SHOULD COME AFTER HIM. IF, THEREFORE, TO HAVE BEEN THE FIRST TO COME AND UTTER THIS WARNING, IS TO BAR AND LIMIT FAITH, HE WILL HIMSELF HAVE TO BE CONDEMNED, BECAUSE HE WAS LATER IN BEING ACKNOWLEDGED; AND AUTHORITY TO PRESCRIBE SUCH A RULE ABOUT LATER COMERS WILL BELONG TO THE CREATOR ALONE, WHO COULD HAVE BEEN POSTERIOR TO NONE. AND NOW, WHEN I AM ABOUT TO PROVE THAT THE CREATOR SOMETIMES DISPLAYED BY HIS SERVANTS OF OLD, AND IN OTHER CASES RESERVED FOR HIS CHRIST TO DISPLAY, THE SELF-SAME MIRACLES WHICH YOU CLAIM AS SOLELY DUE TO FAITH IN YOUR CHRIST, I MAY FAIRLY EVEN FROM THIS MAINTAIN THAT THERE WAS SO MUCH THE GREATER REASON WHEREFORE CHRIST SHOULD NOT BE BELIEVED IN SIMPLY ON ACCOUNT OF HIS MIRACLES, INASMUCH AS THESE WOULD HAVE SHOWN HIM TO BELONG TO NONE OTHER (GOD) THAN THE CREATOR, BECAUSE ANSWERING TO THE MIGHTY DEEDS OF THE CREATOR, BOTH AS PERFORMED BY HIS SERVANTS AND RESERVED FOR HIS CHRIST; ALTHOUGH, EVEN IF SOME OTHER PROOFS SHOULD BE FOUND IN YOUR CHRIST--NEW ONES, TO WIT--WE SHOULD MORE READILY BELIEVE THAT THEY, TOO, BELONG TO THE SAME GOD AS DO THE OLD ONES, RATHER THAN TO HIM WHO HAS NO OTHER THAN NEW PROOFS, SUCH AS ARE WANTING IN THE EVIDENCES OF THAT ANTIQUITY WHICH WINS THE ASSENT OF FAITH, SO THAT EVEN ON THIS GROUND HE OUGHT TO HAVE COME ANNOUNCED AS MUCH BY PROPHECIES OF HIS OWN BUILDING UP FAITH IN HIM, AS BY MIRACLES, ESPECIALLY IN OPPOSITION TO THE CREATOR'S CHRIST WHO WAS TO COME FORTIFIED BY SIGNS AND PROPHETS OF HIS OWN, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT SHINE FORTH AS THE RIVAL OF CHRIST BY HELP OF EVIDENCE OF DIFFERENT KINDS. BUT HOW WAS HIS CHRIST TO BE FORETOLD BY A GOD WHO WAS HIMSELF NEVER PREDICTED? THIS, THEREFORE, IS THE UNAVOIDABLE INFERENCE, THAT NEITHER YOUR GOD NOR YOUR CHRIST IS AN OBJECT OF FAITH, BECAUSE GOD OUGHT NOT TO HAVE BEEN UNKNOWN, AND CHRIST OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN MADE KNOWN THROUGH GOD. 
CHAP. IV.--MARCION'S CHRIST NOT THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY. THE ABSURD CONSEQUENCES OF THIS THEORY OF THE HERETIC. 
HE DISDAINED, I SUPPOSE, TO IMITATE THE ORDER OF OUR GOD, AS ONE WHO WAS DISPLEASING TO HIM, AND WAS BY ALL MEANS TO BE VANQUISHED. HE WISHED TO COME, AS A NEW BEING IN A NEW WAY--A SON PREVIOUS TO HIS FATHER'S ANNOUNCEMENT, A SENT ONE BEFORE THE AUTHORITY OF THE SENDER; SO THAT HE MIGHT IN PERSON PROPAGATE A MOST MONSTROUS FAITH, WHEREBY IT SHOULD COME TO BE BELIEVED THAT CHRIST WAS COME BEFORE IT SHOULD BE KNOWN THAT HE HAD AN EXISTENCE. IT IS HERE CONVENIENT TO ME TO TREAT THAT OTHER POINT: WHY HE CAME NOT AFTER CHRIST? FOR WHEN I OBSERVE THAT, DURING SO LONG A PERIOD, HIS LORD BORE WITH THE GREATEST PATIENCE THE VERY RUTHLESS CREATOR WHO WAS ALL THE WHILE ANNOUNCING HIS CHRIST TO MEN, I SAY, THAT WHATEVER REASON IMPELLED HIM TO DO SO, POSTPONING THEREBY HIS OWN REVELATION AND INTERPOSITION, THE SELF-SAME REASON IMPOSED ON HIM THE DUTY OF BEARING WITH THE CREATOR (WHO HAD ALSO IN HIS CHRIST DISPENSATIONS OF HIS OWN TO CARRY OUT); SO THAT, AFTER THE COMPLETION AND ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE ENTIRE PLAN OF THE RIVAL GOD AND THE RIVAL CHRIST, HE MIGHT THEN SUPERINDUCE HIS OWN PROPER DISPENSATION. BUT HE GREW WEARY OF SO LONG AN ENDURANCE, AND SO FAILED TO WAIT TILL THE END OF THE CREATOR'S COURSE. IT WAS OF NO USE, HIS ENDURING THAT HIS CHRIST SHOULD BE PREDICTED, WHEN HE REFUSED TO PERMIT HIM TO BE MANIFESTED. EITHER IT WAS WITHOUT JUST CAUSE THAT HE INTERRUPTED THE FULL COURSE OF HIS RIVAL'S TIME, OR WITHOUT JUST CAUSE DID HE SO LONG REFRAIN FROM INTERRUPTING IT. WHAT HELD HIM BACK AT FIRST? OR WHAT DISTURBED HIM AT LAST? AS THE CASE NOW STANDS, HOWEVER, HE HAS COMMITTED HIMSELF IN RESPECT OF BOTH, HAVING REVEALED HIMSELF SO TARDILY AFTER THE CREATOR, SO HURRIEDLY BEFORE HIS CHRIST; WHEREAS HE OUGHT LONG AGO TO HAVE ENCOUNTERED THE ONE WITH A CONFUTATION, THE OTHER TO HAVE FORBORNE ENCOUNTERING AS YET--NOT TO HAVE BORNE WITH THE ONE SO LONG IN HIS RUTHLESS HOSTILITY, NOR TO HAVE DISQUIETED THE OTHER, WHO WAS AS YET QUIESCENT! IN THE CASE OF BOTH, WHILE DEPRIVING THEM OF THEIR TITLE TO BE CONSIDERED THE MOST GOOD GOD, HE SHOWED HIMSELF AT LEAST CAPRICIOUS AND UNCERTAIN; LUKEWARM (IN HIS RESENTMENT) TOWARDS THE CREATOR, BUT FERVID AGAINST HIS CHRIST, AND POWERLESS IN RESPECT OF THEM BOTH! FOR HE NO MORE RESTRAINED THE CREATOR THAN HE RESISTED HIS CHRIST. THE CREATOR STILL REMAINS SUCH AS HE REALLY IS. HIS CHRIST ALSO WILL COME, JUST AS IT IS WRITTEN OF HIM. WHY DID HE COME AFTER THE CREATOR, SINCE HE WAS UNABLE TO CORRECT HIM BY PUNISHMENT? WHY DID HE REVEAL HIMSELF BEFORE CHRIST, WHOM HE COULD NOT HINDER FROM APPEARING? IF, ON THE CONTRARY, HE DID CHASTISE THE CREATOR, HE REVEALED HIMSELF, (I SUPPOSE,) AFTER HIM IN ORDER THAT THINGS WHICH REQUIRE CORRECTION MIGHT COME FIRST. ON WHICH ACCOUNT ALSO, (OF COURSE,) HE OUGHT TO HAVE WAITED FOR CHRIST TO APPEAR FIRST, WHOM HE WAS GOING TO CHASTISE IN LIKE MANNER; THEN HE WOULD BE HIS PUNISHER COMING AFTER HIM, JUST AS HE HAD BEEN IN THE CASE OF THE CREATOR. THERE IS ANOTHER CONSIDERATION: SINCE HE WILL AT HIS SECOND ADVENT COME AFTER HIM, THAT AS HE AT HIS FIRST COMING TOOK HOSTILE PROCEED-RAGS AGAINST THE CREATOR, DESTROYING THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, WHICH WERE HIS, SO HE MAY, TO BE SURE, AT HIS SECOND COMING PROCEED IN OPPOSITION TO CHRIST, UPSETTING HIS KINGDOM. THEN, NO DOUBT, HE WOULD TERMINATE HIS COURSE, AND THEN (IF EVER) BE WORTHY OF BELIEF; FOR ELSE, IF HIS WORK HAS BEEN ALREADY PERFECTED, IT WOULD BE IN VAIN FOR HIM TO COME, FOR THERE WOULD INDEED BE NOTHING THAT HE COULD FURTHER ACCOMPLISH. 
CHAP. V.--SUNDRY FEATURES OF THE PROPHETIC STYLE: PRINCIPLES OF ITS INTERPRETATION. 
THESE PRELIMINARY REMARKS I HAVE VENTURED TO MAKE AT THIS FIRST STEP OF THE DISCUSSION AND WHILE THE CONFLICT IS, AS IT WERE, FROM A DISTANCE. BUT INASMUCH AS I SHALL NOW FROM THIS POINT HAVE TO GRAPPLE WITH MY OPPONENT ON A DISTINCT ISSUE AND IN CLOSE COMBAT, I PERCEIVE THAT I MUST ADVANCE EVEN HERE SOME LINES, AT WHICH THE BATTLE WILL HAVE TO BE DELIVERED; THEY ARE THE SCRIPTURES OF THE CREATOR. FOR AS I SHALL HAVE TO PROVE THAT CHRIST WAS FROM THE CREATOR, ACCORDING TO THESE (SCRIPTURES), WHICH WERE AFTERWARDS ACCOMPLISHED IN THE CREATOR'S CHRIST, I FIND IT NECESSARY TO SET FORTH THE FORM AND, SO TO SPEAK, THE NATURE OF THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES, THAT THEY MAY NOT DISTRACT THE READER'S ATTENTION BY BEING CALLED INTO CONTROVERSY AT THE MOMENT OF THEIR APPLICATION TO SUBJECTS OF DISCUSSION, AND BY THEIR PROOF BEING CONFOUNDED WITH THE PROOF OF THE SUBJECTS THEMSELVES. NOW THERE ARE TWO CONDITIONS OF PROPHETIC ANNOUNCEMENT WHICH I ADDUCE, AS REQUIRING THE ASSENT OF OUR ADVERSARIES IN THE FUTURE STAGES OF THE DISCUSSION. ONE, THAT FUTURE EVENTS ARE SOMETIMES ANNOUNCED AS IF THEY WERE ALREADY PASSED. FOR IT IS CONSISTENT WITH DEITY TO REGARD AS ACCOMPLISHED FACTS WHATEVER IT HAS DETERMINED ON, BECAUSE THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE OF TIME WITH THAT BEING IN WHOM ETERNITY ITSELF DIRECTS A UNIFORM CONDITION OF SEASONS. IT IS INDEED MORE NATURAL TO THE PROPHETIC DIVINATION TO REPRESENT AS SEEN AND ALREADY BROUGHT TO PASS, EVEN WHILE FORESEEING IT, THAT WHICH IT FORESEES; IN OTHER WORDS, THAT WHICH IS BY ALL MEANS FUTURE. AS FOR INSTANCE, IN ISAIAH: "I GAVE MY BACK TO THE SMITERS, AND MY CHEEKS (I EXPOSED) TO THEIR HANDS. I HID NOT MY FACE FROM SHAME AND SPITTING." FOR WHETHER IT WAS CHRIST EVEN THEN, AS WE HOLD, OR THE PROPHET, AS THE JEWS SAY, WHO PRONOUNCED THESE WORDS CONCERNING HIMSELF, IN EITHER CASE, THAT WHICH AS YET HAD NOT HAPPENED SOUNDED AS IF IT HAD BEEN ALREADY ACCOMPLISHED. ANOTHER CHARACTERISTIC WILL BE, THAT VERY MANY EVENTS ARE FIGURATIVELY PREDICTED BY MEANS OF ENIGMAS AND ALLEGORIES AND PARABLES, AND THAT THEY MUST BE UNDERSTOOD IN A SENSE DIFFERENT FROM THE LITERAL DESCRIPTION. FOR WE BOTH READ OF "THE MOUNTAINS DROPPING DOWN NEW WINE," BUT NOT AS IF ONE MIGHT EXPECT "MUST" FROM THE STONES, OR ITS DECOCTION FROM THE ROCKS; AND ALSO HEAR OF "A LAND FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY," BUT NOT AS IF YOU WERE TO SUPPOSE THAT YOU WOULD EVER GATHER SAMIAN CAKES FROM THE GROUND; NOR DOES GOD, FORSOOTH, OFFER HIS SERVICES AS A WATER-BAILIFF OR A FARMER WHEN HE SAYS, "I WILL OPEN RIVERS IN A LAND; I WILL PLANT IN THE WILDERNESS THE CEDAR AND THE BOX-TREE." IN LIKE MANNER, WHEN, FORETELLING THE CONVERSION OF THE GENTILES, HE SAYS, "THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD SHALL HONOR ME, THE DRAGONS AND THE OWLS," HE SURELY NEVER MEANT TO DERIVE HIS FORTUNATE OMENS FROM THE YOUNG OF BIRDS AND FOXES, AND FROM THE SONGSTERS OF MARVEL AND FABLE. BUT WHY ENLARGE ON SUCH A SUBJECT? WHEN THE VERY APOSTLE WHOM OUR HERETICS ADOPT, INTERPRETS THE LAW WHICH ALLOWS AN UNMUZZLED MOUTH TO THE OXEN THAT TREAD OUT THE CORN, NOT OF CATTLE, BUT OF OURSELVES; AND ALSO ALLEGES THAT THE ROCK WHICH FOLLOWED (THE ISRAELITES) AND SUPPLIED THEM WITH DRINK WAS CHRIST; TEACHING THE GALATIANS, MOREOVER, THAT THE TWO NARRATIVES OF THE SONS OF ABRAHAM HAD AN ALLEGORICAL MEANING IN THEIR COURSE; AND TO THE EPHESIANS GIVING AN INTIMATION THAT, WHEN IT WAS DECLARED IN THE BEGINNING THAT A MAN SHOULD LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BECOME ONE FLESH WITH HIS WIFE, HE APPLIED THIS TO CHRIST AND THE CHURCH. 
CHAP. VI.--COMMUNITY IN CERTAIN POINTS OF MARCIONITE AND JEWISH ERROR. PROPHECIES OF CHRIST'S REJECTION EXAMINED 
SINCE, THEREFORE, THERE CLEARLY EXIST THESE TWO CHARACTERISTICS IN THE JEWISH PROPHETIC LITERATURE, LET THE READER REMEMBER, WHENEVER WE ADDUCE ANY EVIDENCE THEREFROM, THAT, BY MUTUAL CONSENT, THE POINT OF DISCUSSION IS NOT THE FORM OF THE SCRIPTURE, BUT THE SUBJECT IT IS CALLED IN TO PROVE. WHEN, THEREFORE, OUR HERETICS IN THEIR PHRENZY PRESUMED TO SAY THAT THAT CHRIST WAS COME WHO HAD NEVER BEEN FORE-ANNOUNCED, IT FOLLOWED THAT, ON THEIR ASSUMPTION, THAT CHRIST HAD NOT YET APPEARED WHO HAD ALWAYS BEEN PREDICTED; AND THUS THEY ARE OBLIGED TO MAKE COMMON CAUSE WITH JEWISH ERROR, AND CONSTRUCT THEIR ARGUMENTS WITH ITS ASSISTANCE, ON THE PRETENSE THAT THE JEWS WERE THEMSELVES QUITE CERTAIN THAT IT WAS SOME OTHER WHO CAME: SO THEY NOT ONLY REJECTED HIM AS A STRANGER, BUT SLEW HIM AS AN ENEMY, ALTHOUGH THEY WOULD WITHOUT DOUBT HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED HIM, AND WITH ALL RELIGIOUS DEVOTION FOLLOWED HIM, IF HE HAD ONLY BEEN ONE OF THEMSELVES: OUR SHIPMASTER OF COURSE GOT HIS CRAFT-WISDOM NOT FROM THE RHODIAN LAW, BUT FROM THE PONTIC, WHICH CAUTIONED HIM AGAINST BELIEVING THAT THE JEWS HAD NO RIGHT TO SIN AGAINST THEIR CHRIST; WHEREAS (EVEN IF NOTHING LIKE THEIR CONDUCT HAD BEEN PREDICTED AGAINST THEM) HUMAN NATURE ALONE, LIABLE TO ERROR AS IT IS, MIGHT WELL HAVE INDUCED HIM TO SUPPOSE THAT IT WAS QUITE POSSIBLE FOR THE JEWS TO HAVE COMMITTED SUCH A SIN, CONSIDERED AS MEN, WITHOUT ASSUMING ANY UNFAIR PREJUDICE REGARDING THEIR FEELINGS, WHOSE SIN WAS ANTECEDENTLY SO CREDIBLE. SINCE, HOWEVER, IT WAS ACTUALLY FORETOLD THAT THEY WOULD NOT ACKNOWLEDGE CHRIST, AND THEREFORE WOULD EVEN PUT HIM TO DEATH, IT WILL THEREFORE FOLLOW THAT HE WAS BOTH IGNORED AND SLAIN BY THEM, WHO WERE BEFOREHAND POINTED OUT AS BEING ABOUT TO COMMIT SUCH OFFENCES AGAINST HIM. IF YOU REQUIRE A PROOF OF THIS, INSTEAD OF TURNING OUT THOSE PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE WHICH, WHILE THEY DECLARE CHRIST TO BE CAPABLE OF SUFFERING DEATH, DO THEREBY ALSO AFFIRM THE POSSIBILITY OF HIS BEING REJECTED (FOR IF HE HAD NOT BEEN REJECTED, HE COULD NOT REALLY SUFFER ANYTHING), BUT RATHER RESERVING THEM FOR THE SUBJECT OF HIS SUFFERINGS, I SHALL CONTENT MYSELF AT THE PRESENT MOMENT WITH ADDUCING THOSE WHICH SIMPLY SHOW THAT THERE WAS A PROBABILITY OF CHRIST'S REJECTION. THIS IS QUICKLY DONE, SINCE THE PASSAGES INDICATE THAT THE ENTIRE POWER OF UNDERSTANDING WAS BY THE CREATOR TAKEN FROM THE PEOPLE. "I WILL TAKE AWAY," SAYS HE, "THE WISDOM OF THEIR WISE MEN; AND THE UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR PRUDENT MEN WILL I HIDE;" AND AGAIN: "WITH YOUR EAR YE SHALL HEAR, AND NOT UNDERSTAND; AND WITH YOUR EYES YE SHALL SEE, BUT NOT PERCEIVE: FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HATH GROWTH FAT, AND WITH THEIR EARS THEY HEAR HEAVILY, AND THEIR EYES HAVE THEY SHUT; LEST THEY HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THE HEART, AND BE CONVERTED, AND I HEAL THEM." NOW THIS BLUNTING OF THEIR SOUND SENSES THEY HAD BROUGHT ON THEMSELVES, LOVING GOD WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT KEEPING FAR AWAY FROM HIM IN THEIR HEART. SINCE, THEN, CHRIST WAS ANNOUNCED BY THE CREATOR, "WHO FORMETH THE LIGHTNING, AND CREATETH THE WIND, AND DECLARETH UNTO MAN HIS CHRIST," AS THE PROPHET JOEL SAYS, SINCE THE ENTIRE HOPE OF THE JEWS, NOT TO SAY OF THE GENTILES TOO, WAS FIXED ON THE MANIFESTATION OF CHRIST,--IT WAS DEMONSTRATED THAT THEY, BY THEIR BEING DEPRIVED OF THOSE POWERS OF KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING--WISDOM AND PRUDENCE, WOULD FAIL TO KNOW AND UNDERSTAND THAT WHICH WAS PREDICTED, EVEN CHRIST; WHEN THE CHIEF OF THEIR WISE MEN SHOULD BE IN ERROR RESPECTING HIM--THAT IS TO SAY, THEIR SCRIBES AND PRUDENT ONES, OR PHARISEES; AND WHEN THE PEOPLE, LIKE THEM, SHOULD HEAR WITH THEIR EARS AND NOT UNDERSTAND CHRIST WHILE TEACHING THEM, AND SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND NOT PERCEIVE CHRIST, ALTHOUGH GIVING THEM SIGNS. SIMILARLY, IT IS SAID ELSEWHERE: "WHO IS BLIND, BUT MY SERVANT? OR DEAF, BUT HE WHO RULETH OVER THEM?" ALSO, WHEN HE UPBRAIDS THEM BY THE SAME ISAIAH: "I HAVE NOURISHED AND BROUGHT UP CHILDREN, AND THEY HAVE REBELLED AGAINST ME. THE OX KNOWETH HIS OWNER, AND THE ASS HIS MASTER'S CRIB: BUT ISRAEL DOTH NOT KNOW; MY PEOPLE DOTH NOT CONSIDER." WE INDEED, WHO KNOW FOR CERTAIN THAT CHRIST ALWAYS SPOKE IN THE PROPHETS, AS THE SPIRIT OF THE CREATOR (FOR SO SAYS THE PROPHET: "THE PERSON OF OUR SPIRIT, CHRIST THE LORD," WHO FROM THE BEGINNING WAS BOTH HEARD AND SEEN AS THE FATHER'S VICEGERENT IN THE NAME OF GOD), ARE WELL AWARE THAT HIS WORDS, WHEN ACTUALLY UPBRAIDING ISRAEL, WERE THE SAME AS THOSE WHICH IT WAS FORETOLD THAT HE SHOULD DENOUNCE AGAINST HIM: "YE HAVE FORSAKEN THE LORD, AND HAVE PROVOKED THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL TO ANGER." IF, HOWEVER, YOU WOULD RATHER REFER TO GOD HIMSELF, INSTEAD OF TO CHRIST, THE WHOLE IMPUTATION OF JEWISH IGNORANCE FROM THE FIRST, THROUGH AN UNWILLINGNESS TO ALLOW THAT EVEN ANCIENTLY THE CREATOR'S WORD AND SPIRIT--THAT IS TO SAY, HIS CHRIST--WAS DESPISED AND NOT ACKNOWLEDGED BY THEM, YOU WILL EVEN IN THIS SUBTERFUGE BE DEFEATED. FOR WHEN YOU DO NOT DENY THAT THE CREATOR'S SON AND SPIRIT AND SUBSTANCE IS ALSO HIS CHRIST, YOU MUST NEEDS ALLOW THAT THOSE WHO HAVE NOT ACKNOWLEDGED THE FATHER HAVE FAILED LIKEWISE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE SON THROUGH THE IDENTITY OF THEIR NATURAL SUBSTANCE; FOR IF IN ITS FULNESS IT HAS BAFFLED MAN'S UNDERSTANDING, MUCH MORE HAS A PORTION OF IT, ESPECIALLY WHEN PARTAKING OF THE FULNESS NOW, WHEN THESE THINGS ARE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED, IT BECOMES EVIDENT HOW THE JEWS BOTH REJECTED CHRIST AND SLEW HIM; NOT BECAUSE THEY REGARDED HIM AS A STRANGE CHRIST, BUT BECAUSE THEY DID NOT ACKNOWLEDGE HIM, ALTHOUGH THEIR OWN. FOR HOW COULD THEY HAVE UNDERSTOOD THE STRANGE ONE, CONCERNING WHOM NOTHING HAD EVER BEEN ANNOUNCED, WHEN THEY FAILED TO UNDERSTAND HIM ABOUT WHOM THERE HAD BEEN A PERPETUAL COURSE OF PROPHECY? THAT ADMITS OF BEING UNDERSTOOD OR BEING NOT UNDERSTOOD, WHICH, BY POSSESSING A SUBSTANTIAL BASIS FOR PROPHECY, WILL ALSO HAVE A SUBJECT-MATTER FOR EITHER KNOWLEDGE OR ERROR; WHILST THAT WHICH LACKS SUCH MATTER ADMITS NOT THE ISSUE OF WISDOM. SO THAT IT WAS NOT AS IF HE BELONGED TO ANOTHER GOD THAT THEY CONCEIVED AN AVERSION FOR CHRIST, AND PERSECUTED HIM, BUT SIMPLY AS A MAN WHOM THEY REGARDED AS A WONDER-WORKING JUGGLER, AND AN ENEMY IN HIS DOCTRINES. THEY BROUGHT HIM THEREFORE TO TRIAL AS A MERE MAN, AND ONE OF THEMSELVES TOO--THAT IS, A JEW (ONLY A RENEGADE AND A DESTROYER OF JUDAISM) AND PUNISHED HIM ACCORDING TO THEIR LAW. IF HE HAD BEEN A STRANGER, INDEED, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE SAT IN JUDGMENT OVER HIM. SO FAR ARE THEY FROM APPEARING TO HAVE UNDERSTOOD HIM TO BE A STRANGE CHRIST, THAT THEY DID NOT EVEN JUDGE HIM TO BE A STRANGER TO THEIR OWN HUMAN NATURE. 
CHAP. VII.--PROPHECY SETS FORTH TWO DIFFERENT CONDITIONS OF CHRIST, ONE LOWLY, THE OTHER MAJESTIC. THIS FACT POINTS TO TWO ADVENTS OF CHRIST. 
OUR HERETIC WILL NOW HAVE THE FULLEST OPPORTUNITY OF LEARNING THE CLUE OF HIS ERRORS ALONG WITH THE JEW HIMSELF, FROM WHOM HE HAS BORROWED HIS GUIDANCE IN THIS DISCUSSION. SINCE, HOWEVER, THE BLIND LEADS THE BLIND, THEY FALL INTO THE DITCH TOGETHER. WE AFFIRM THAT, AS THERE ARE TWO CONDITIONS DEMONSTRATED BY THE PROPHETS TO BELONG TO CHRIST, SO THESE PRE-SIGNIFIED THE SAME NUMBER OF ADVENTS; ONE, AND THAT THE FIRST, WAS TO BE IN LOWLINESS, WHEN HE HAD TO BE LED AS A SHEEP TO BE SLAIN AS A VICTIM, AND TO BE AS A LAMB DUMB BEFORE THE SHEARER, NOT OPENING HIS MOUTH, AND NOT FAIR TO LOOK UPON. FOR, SAYS (THE PROPHET), WE HAVE ANNOUNCED CONCERNING HIM: "HE IS LIKE A TENDER PLANT, LIKE A ROOT OUT OF A THIRSTY GROUND; HE HATH NO FORM NOR COMELINESS; AND WE BEHELD HIM, AND HE WAS WITHOUT BEAUTY: HIS FORM WAS DISFIGURED;" "MARRED MORE THAN THE SONS OF MEN; A MAN STRICKEN WITH SORROWS, AND KNOWING HOW TO BEAR OUR INFIRMITY;" "PLACED BY THE FATHER AS A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENCE;" "MADE BY HIM A LITTLE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS;" DECLARING HIMSELF TO BE "A WORM AND NOT A MAN, A REPROACH OF MEN, AND DESPISED OF THE PEOPLE." NOW THESE SIGNS OF DEGRADATION QUITE SUIT HIS FIRST COMING, JUST AS THE TOKENS OF HIS MAJESTY DO HIS SECOND ADVENT, WHEN HE SHALL NO LONGER REMAIN "A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENCE," BUT AFTER HIS REJECTION BECOME "THE CHIEF CORNER-STONE," ACCEPTED AND ELEVATED TO THE TOP PLACE OF THE TEMPLE, EVEN HIS CHURCH, BEING THAT VERY STONE IN DANIEL, CUT OUT OF THE MOUNTAIN, WHICH WAS TO SMITE AND CRUSH THE IMAGE OF THE SECULAR KINGDOM. OF THIS ADVENT THE SAME PROPHET SAYS: "BEHOLD, ONE LIKE THE SON OF MAN CAME WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN, AND CAME TO THE ANCIENT OF DAYS; AND THEY BROUGHT HIM BEFORE HIM, AND THERE WAS GIVEN HIM DOMINION AND GLORY, AND A KINGDOM, THAT ALL PEOPLE, NATIONS, AND LANGUAGES SHOULD SERVE HIM. HIS DOMINION IS AN EVERLASTING DOMINION, WHICH SHALL NOT PASS AWAY; AND HIS KINGDOM THAT WHICH SHALL NOT BE DESTROYED." THEN INDEED HE SHALL HAVE BOTH A GLORIOUS FORM, AND AN UNSULLIED BEAUTY ABOVE THE SONS OF MEN. "THOU ART FAIRER," SAYS (THE PSALMIST), "THAN THE CHILDREN OF MEN; GRACE IS POURED INTO THY LIPS; THEREFORE, GOD HATH BLESSED THEE FOR EVER. GIRD THY SWORD UPON THY THIGH, O MOST MIGHTY, WITH THY GLORY AND THY MAJESTY." FOR THE FATHER, AFTER MAKING HIM A LITTLE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS, "WILL CROWN HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOR, AND PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FEET." "THEN SHALL THEY LOOK ON HIM WHOM THEY HAVE PIERCED, AND THEY SHALL MOURN FOR HIM, TRIBE AFTER TRIBE;" BECAUSE, NO DOUBT, THEY ONCE REFUSED TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIM IN THE LOWLINESS OF HIS HUMAN CONDITION. HE IS EVEN A MAN SAYS JEREMIAH, AND WHO SHALL RECOGNIZE HIM THEREFORE, ASKS ISAIAH, "WHO SHALL DECLARE HIS GENERATION?" SO ALSO, IN ZECHARIAH, CHRIST JESUS, THE TRUE HIGH PRIEST OF THE FATHER, IN THE PERSON OF JOSHUA, NAY, IN THE VERY MYSTERY OF HIS NAME, IS PORTRAYED IN A TWOFOLD DRESS WITH REFERENCE TO BOTH HIS ADVENTS. AT FIRST HE IS CLAD IN SORDID GARMENTS, THAT IS TO SAY, IN THE LOWLINESS OF SUFFERING AND MORTAL FLESH: THEN THE DEVIL RESISTED HIM, AS THE INSTIGATOR OF THE TRAITOR JUDAS, NOT TO MENTION HIS TEMPTING HIM AFTER HIS BAPTISM: AFTERWARDS HE WAS STRIPPED OF HIS FIRST FILTHY RAIMENT, AND ADORNED WITH THE PRIESTLY ROBE AND MITRE, AND A PURE DIADEM; IN OTHER WORDS, WITH THE GLORY AND HONOR OF HIS SECOND ADVENT. IF I MAY OFFER, MOREOVER, AN INTERPRETATION OF THE TWO GOATS WHICH WERE PRESENTED ON "THE GREAT DAY OF ATONEMENT," DO THEY NOT ALSO FIGURE THE TWO NATURES OF CHRIST? THEY WERE OF LIKE SIZE, AND VERY SIMILAR IN APPEARANCE, OWING TO THE LORD'S IDENTITY OF ASPECT; BECAUSE HE IS NOT TO COME IN ANY OTHER FORM, HAVING TO BE RECOGNIZED BY THOSE BY WHOM HE WAS ALSO WOUNDED AND PIERCED. ONE OF THESE GOATS WAS BOUND WITH SCARLET, AND DRIVEN BY THE PEOPLE OUT OF THE CAMP INTO THE WILDERNESS, AMID CURSING, AND SPITTING, AND PULLING, AND PIERCING, BEING THUS MARKED WITH ALL THE SIGNS OF THE LORD'S OWN PASSION; WHILE THE OTHER, BY BEING OFFERED UP FOR SINS, AND GIVEN TO THE PRIESTS OF THE TEMPLE FOR MEAT, AFFORDED PROOFS OF HIS SECOND APPEARANCE, WHEN (AFTER ALL SINS HAVE BEEN EXPIATED) THE PRIESTS OF THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE, THAT IS, THE CHURCH, ARE TO ENJOY THE FLESH, AS IT WERE, OF THE LORD'S OWN GRACE, WHILST THE RESIDUE GO AWAY FROM SALVATION WITHOUT TASTING IT. SINCE, THEREFORE, THE FIRST ADVENT WAS PROPHETICALLY DECLARED BOTH AS MOST OBSCURE IN ITS TYPES, AND AS DEFORMED WITH EVERY KIND OF INDIGNITY, BUT THE SECOND AS GLORIOUS AND ALTOGETHER WORTHY OF GOD, THEY WOULD ON THIS VERY ACCOUNT, WHILE CONFINING THEIR REGARDS TO THAT WHICH THEY WERE EASILY ABLE BOTH TO UNDERSTAND AND TO BELIEVE, EVEN THE SECOND ADVENT, BE NOT UNDESERVEDLY DECEIVED RESPECTING THE MORE OBSCURE, AND, AT ANY RATE, THE MORE LOWLY FIRST COMING. ACCORDINGLY, TO THIS DAY THEY DENY THAT THEIR CHRIST HAS COME, BECAUSE HE HAS NOT APPEARED IN MAJESTY, WHILE THEY IGNORE THE FACT THAT HE WAS TO COME ALSO IN LOWLINESS. 
CHAP. VIII.--ABSURDITY OF MARCION'S DOCETIC OPINIONS; REALITY OF CHRIST'S INCARNATION. 
OUR HERETIC MUST NOW CEASE TO BORROW POISON FROM THE JEW--"THE ASP," AS THE ADAGE RUNS, "FROM THE VIPER"--AND HENCEFORTH VOMIT FORTH THE VIRULENCE OF HIS OWN DISPOSITION, AS WHEN HE ALLEGES CHRIST TO BE A PHANTOM. EXCEPT, INDEED, THAT THIS OPINION OF HIS WILL BE SURE TO HAVE OTHERS TO MAINTAIN IT IN HIS PRECOCIOUS AND SOMEWHAT ABORTIVE MARCIONITES, WHOM THE APOSTLE JOHN DESIGNATED AS ANTICHRISTS, WHEN THEY DENIED THAT CHRIST WAS COME IN THE FLESH; NOT THAT THEY DID THIS WITH THE VIEW OF ESTABLISHING THE RIGHT OF THE OTHER GOD (FOR ON THIS POINT ALSO THEY HAD BEEN BRANDED BY THE SAME APOSTLE), BUT BECAUSE THEY HAD STARTED WITH ASSUMING THE INCREDIBILITY OF AN INCARNATE GOD. NOW, THE MORE FIRMLY THE ANTICHRIST MARCION HAD SEIZED THIS ASSUMPTION, THE MORE PREPARED WAS HE, OF COURSE, TO REJECT THE BODILY SUBSTANCE OF CHRIST, SINCE HE HAD INTRODUCED HIS VERY GOD TO OUR NOTICE AS NEITHER THE AUTHOR NOR THE RESTORER OF THE FLESH; AND FOR THIS VERY REASON, TO BE SURE, AS PRE-EMINENTLY GOOD, AND MOST REMOTE FROM THE DECEITS AND FALLACIES OF THE CREATOR. HIS CHRIST, THEREFORE, IN ORDER TO AVOID ALL SUCH DECEITS AND FALLACIES, AND THE IMPUTATION, IF POSSIBLE, OF BELONGING TO THE CREATOR, WAS NOT WHAT HE APPEARED TO BE, AND REIGNED HIMSELF TO BE WHAT HE WAS NOT--INCARNATE WITHOUT BEING FLESH, HUMAN WITHOUT BEING MAN, AND LIKEWISE A DIVINE CHRIST WITHOUT BEING GOD! BUT WHY SHOULD HE NOT HAVE PROPAGATED ALSO THE PHANTOM OF GOD? CAN I BELIEVE HIM ON THE SUBJECT OF THE INTERNAL NATURE, WHO WAS ALL WRONG TOUCHING THE EXTERNAL SUBSTANCE? HOW WILL IT BE POSSIBLE TO BELIEVE HIM TRUE ON A MYSTERY, WHEN HE HAS BEEN FOUND SO FALSE ON A PLAIN FACT? HOW, MOREOVER, WHEN HE CONFOUNDS THE TRUTH OF THE SPIRIT WITH THE ERROR OF THE FLESH, COULD HE COMBINE WITHIN HIMSELF THAT COMMUNION OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS, OR TRUTH AND ERROR, WHICH THE APOSTLE SAYS CANNOT CO-EXIST? SINCE HOWEVER, CHRIST'S BEING FLESH IS NOW DISCOVERED TO BE A LIE, IT FOLLOWS THAT ALL THINGS WHICH WERE DONE BY THE FLESH OF CHRIST WERE DONE UNTRULY, EVERY ACT OF INTERCOURSE, OF CONTACT, OF EATING OR DRINKING, YEA, HIS VERY MIRACLES. IF WITH A TOUCH, OR BY BEING TOUCHED, HE FREED ANY ONE OF A DISEASE, WHATEVER WAS DONE BY ANY CORPOREAL ACT CANNOT BE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN TRULY DONE IN THE ABSENCE OF ALL REALITY IN HIS BODY ITSELF. NOTHING SUBSTANTIAL CAN BE ALLOWED TO HAVE BEEN AFFECTED BY AN UNSUBSTANTIAL THING; NOTHING FULL BY A VACUITY. IF THE HABIT WERE PUTATIVE, THE ACTION WAS PUTATIVE; IF THE WORKER WERE IMAGINARY THE WORKS WERE IMAGINARY. ON THIS PRINCIPLE, TOO, THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST WILL BE FOUND NOT TO WARRANT FAITH IN HIM. FOR HE SUFFERED NOTHING WHO DID NOT TRULY SUFFER; AND A PHANTOM COULD NOT TRULY SUFFER. GOD'S ENTIRE WORK, THEREFORE, IS SUBVERTED. CHRIST'S DEATH, WHEREIN LIES THE WHOLE WEIGHT AND FRUIT OF THE CHRISTIAN NAME, IS DENIED ALTHOUGH THE APOSTLE ASSERTS IT SO EXPRESSLY AS UNDOUBTEDLY REAL, MAKING IT THE VERY FOUNDATION OF THE GOSPEL, OF OUR SALVATION AND OF HIS OWN PREACHING. "I HAVE DELIVERED UNTO YOU BEFORE ALL THINGS," SAYS HE, "HOW THAT CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS, AND THAT HE WAS BURIED, AND THAT HE ROSE AGAIN THE THIRD DAY." BESIDES, IF HIS FLESH IS DENIED, HOW IS HIS DEATH TO BE ASSERTED; FOR DEATH IS THE PROPER SUFFERING OF THE FLESH, WHICH RETURNS THROUGH DEATH BACK TO THE EARTH OUT OF WHICH IT WAS TAKEN, ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF ITS MAKER? NOW, IF HIS DEATH BE DENIED, BECAUSE OF THE DENIAL OF HIS FLESH, THERE WILL BE NO CERTAINTY OF HIS RESURRECTION. FOR HE ROSE NOT, FOR THE VERY SAME REASON THAT HE DIED NOT, EVEN BECAUSE HE POSSESSED NOT THE REALITY OF THE FLESH, TO WHICH AS DEATH ACCRUES, SO DOES RESURRECTION LIKEWISE. SIMILARLY, IF CHRIST'S RESURRECTION BE NULLIFIED, OURS ALSO IS DESTROYED. IF CHRIST'S RESURRECTION BE NOT REALIZED, NEITHER SHALL THAT BE FOR WHICH CHRIST CAME. FOR JUST AS THEY, WHO SAID THAT THERE IS NO RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, ARE REFUTED BY THE APOSTLE FROM THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST, SO, IF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST FALLS TO THE GROUND, THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD IS ALSO SWEPT AWAY. AND SO, OUR FAITH IS VAIN, AND VAIN ALSO IS THE PREACHING OF THE APOSTLES. MOREOVER, THEY EVEN SHOW THEMSELVES TO BE FALSE WITNESSES OF GOD, BECAUSE THEY TESTIFIED THAT HE RAISED UP CHRIST, WHOM HE DID NOT RAISE. AND WE REMAIN IN OUR SINS STILL. AND THOSE WHO HAVE SLEPT IN CHRIST HAVE PERISHED; DESTINED, FORSOOTH, TO RISE AGAIN, BUT PERADVENTURE IN A PHANTOM STATE, JUST LIKE CHRIST. 
CHAP. IX.--REFUTATION OF MARCION'S OBJECTIONS DERIVED FROM THE CASES OF THE ANGELS, AND THE PRE-INCARNATE MANIFESTATIONS OF THE SON OF GOD. 
NOW, IN THIS DISCUSSION OF YOURS, WHEN YOU SUPPOSE THAT WE ARE TO BE MET WITH THE CASE OF THE CREATOR'S ANGELS, AS IF THEY HELD INTERCOURSE WITH ABRAHAM AND LOT IN A PHANTOM STATE, THAT OF MERELY PUTATIVE FLESH, AND YET DID TRULY CONVERSE, AND EAT, AND WORK, AS THEY HAD BEEN COMMISSIONED TO DO, YOU WILL NOT, TO BEGIN WITH, BE PERMITTED TO USE AS EXAMPLES THE ACTS OF THAT GOD WHOM YOU ARE DESTROYING. FOR BY HOW MUCH YOU MAKE YOUR GOD A BETTER AND MORE PERFECT BEING, BY JUST SO MUCH WILL ALL EXAMPLES BE UNSUITABLE TO HIM OF THAT GOD FROM WHOM HE TOTALLY DIFFERS, AND WITHOUT WHICH DIFFERENCE HE WOULD NOT BE AT ALL BETTER OR MORE PERFECT. BUT THEN, SECONDLY, YOU MUST KNOW THAT IT WILL NOT BE CONCEDED TO YOU, THAT IN THE ANGELS THERE WAS ONLY A PUTATIVE FLESH, BUT ONE OF A TRUE AND SOLID HUMAN SUBSTANCE. FOR IF (ON YOUR TERMS) IT WAS NO DIFFICULTY TO HIM TO MANIFEST TRUE SENSATIONS AND ACTIONS IN A PUTATIVE FLESH, IT WAS MUCH MORE-EASY FOR HIM STILL TO HAVE ASSIGNED THE TRUE SUBSTANCE OF FLESH TO THESE TRUE SENSATIONS AND ACTIONS, AS THE PROPER MAKER AND FORMER THEREOF. BUT YOUR GOD, PERHAPS ON THE GROUND OF HIS HAVING PRODUCED NO FLESH AT ALL, WAS QUITE RIGHT IN INTRODUCING THE MERE PHANTOM OF THAT OF WHICH HE HAD BEEN UNABLE TO PRODUCE THE REALITY. MY GOD, HOWEVER, WHO FORMED THAT WHICH HE HAD TAKEN OUT OF THE DUST OF THE GROUND IN THE TRUE QUALITY OF FLESH, ALTHOUGH NOT ISSUING AS YET FROM CONJUGAL SEED, WAS EQUALLY ABLE TO APPLY TO ANGELS TOO A FLESH OF ANY MATERIAL WHATSOEVER, WHO BUILT EVEN THE WORLD OUT OF NOTHING, INTO SO MANY AND SO VARIOUS BODIES, AND THAT AT A WORD! AND, REALLY, IF YOUR GOD PROMISES TO MEN SOME TIME OR OTHER THE TRUE NATURE OF ANGELS (FOR HE SAYS, "THEY SHALL BE LIKE THE ANGELS"), WHY SHOULD NOT MY GOD ALSO HAVE FITTED ON TO ANGELS THE TRUE SUBSTANCE OF MEN, FROM WHATEVER SOURCE DERIVED? FOR NOT EVEN YOU WILL TELL ME, IN REPLY, WHENCE IS OBTAINED THAT ANGELIC NATURE ON YOUR SIDE; SO THAT IT IS ENOUGH FOR ME TO DEFINE THIS AS BEING FIT AND PROPER TO GOD, EVEN THE VERITY OF THAT THING WHICH WAS OBJECTIVE TO THREE SENSES--SIGHT, TOUCH, AND HEARING. IT IS MORE DIFFICULT FOR GOD TO PRACTICE DECEPTION THAN TO PRODUCE REAL FLESH FROM ANY MATERIAL WHATEVER, EVEN WITHOUT THE MEANS OF BIRTH. BUT FOR OTHER HERETICS, ALSO, WHO MAINTAIN THAT THE FLESH IN THE ANGELS OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN BORN OF FLESH, IF IT HAD BEEN REALLY HUMAN, WE HAVE AN ANSWER ON A SURE PRINCIPLE, TO THE EFFECT THAT IT WAS TRULY HUMAN FLESH, AND YET NOT BORN. IT WAS TRULY HUMAN, BECAUSE OF THE TRUTHFULNESS OF GOD, WHO CAN NEITHER LIE NOR DECEIVE, AND BECAUSE (ANGELIC BEINGS) CANNOT BE DEALT WITH BY MEN IN A HUMAN WAY EXCEPT IN HUMAN SUBSTANCE: IT WAS WITHAL UNBORN, BECAUSE NONE BUT CHRIST COULD BECOME INCARNATE BY BEING BORN OF THE FLESH IN ORDER THAT BY HIS OWN NATIVITY HE MIGHT REGENERATE OUR BIRTH, AND MIGHT FURTHER BY HIS DEATH ALSO DISSOLVE OUR DEATH, BY RISING AGAIN IN THAT FLESH IN WHICH, THAT HE MIGHT EVEN DIE, HE WAS BORN. THEREFORE, ON THAT OCCASION HE DID HIMSELF APPEAR WITH THE ANGELS TO ABRAHAM IN THE VERITY OF THE FLESH, WHICH HAD NOT AS YET UNDERGONE BIRTH, BECAUSE IT WAS NOT YET GOING TO DIE, ALTHOUGH IT WAS EVEN NOW LEARNING TO HOLD INTERCOURSE AMONGST MEN. STILL GREATER WAS THE PROPRIETY IN ANGELS, WHO NEVER RECEIVED A DISPENSATION TO DIE FOR US, NOT HAVING ASSUMED EVEN A BRIEF EXPERIENCE OF FLESH BY BEING BORN, BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT DESTINED TO LAY IT DOWN AGAIN BY DYING; BUT, FROM WHATEVER QUARTER THEY OBTAINED IT, AND BY WHAT MEANS SOEVER THEY AFTERWARDS ENTIRELY DIVESTED THEMSELVES OF IT, THEY YET NEVER PRETENDED IT TO BE UNREAL FLESH. SINCE THE CREATOR "MAKETH HIS ANGELS, SPIRITS, AND HIS MINISTERS A FLAME OF FIRE"--AS TRULY SPIRITS AS ALSO FIRE--SO HAS HE TRULY MADE THEM FLESH LIKEWISE; WHEREFORE WE CAN NOW RECALL TO OUR OWN MINDS, AND REMIND THE HERETICS ALSO, THAT HE HAS PROMISED THAT HE WILL ONE DAY FORM MEN INTO ANGELS, WHO ONCE FORMED ANGELS INTO MEN. 
CHAP. X.--THE TRULY INCARNATE STATE MORE-WORTHY OF GOD THAN MARCION'S FANTASTIC FLESH. 
THEREFORE, SINCE YOU ARE NOT PERMITTED TO RESORT TO ANY INSTANCES OF THE CREATOR, AS ALIEN FROM THE SUBJECT, AND POSSESSING SPECIAL CAUSES OF THEIR OWN, I SHOULD LIKE YOU TO STATE YOURSELF THE DESIGN OF YOUR GOD, IN EXHIBITING HIS CHRIST NOT IN THE REALITY OF FLESH. IF HE DESPISED IT AS EARTHLY, AND (AS YOU EXPRESS IT) FULL OF DUNG, WHY DID HE NOT ON THAT ACCOUNT INCLUDE THE LIKENESS OF IT ALSO IN HIS CONTEMPT? FOR NO HONOR IS TO BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE IMAGE OF ANYTHING WHICH IS ITSELF UNWORTHY OF HONOR. AS THE NATURAL STATE IS, SO WILL THE LIKENESS BE. BUT HOW COULD HE HOLD CONVERSE WITH MEN EXCEPT IN THE IMAGE OF HUMAN SUBSTANCE? WHY, THEN, NOT RATHER IN THE REALITY THEREOF, THAT HIS INTERCOURSE MIGHT BE REAL, SINCE HE WAS UNDER THE NECESSITY OF HOLDING IT? AND TO HOW MUCH BETTER ACCOUNT WOULD THIS NECESSITY HAVE BEEN TURNED BY MINISTERING TO FAITH RATHER THAN TO A FRAUD! THE GOD WHOM YOU MAKE IS MISERABLE ENOUGH, FOR THIS VERY REASON THAT HE WAS UNABLE TO DISPLAY HIS CHRIST EXCEPT IN THE EFFIGY OF AN UNWORTHY, AND INDEED AN ALIEN, THING. IN SOME INSTANCES, IT WILL BE CONVENIENT TO USE EVEN UNWORTHY THINGS, IF THEY BE ONLY OUR OWN, AS IT WILL ALSO BE QUITE IMPROPER TO USE THINGS, BE THEY EVER SO WORTHY, IF THEY BE NOT OUR OWN. WHY, THEN, DID HE NOT COME IN SOME OTHER WORTHIER SUBSTANCE, AND ESPECIALLY HIS OWN, THAT HE MIGHT NOT SEEM AS IF HE COULD NOT HAVE DONE WITHOUT AN UNWORTHY AND AN ALIEN ONE? NOW, SINCE MY CREATOR HELD INTERCOURSE WITH MAN BY MEANS OF EVEN A BUSH AND FIRE, AND AGAIN AFTERWARDS BY MEANS OF A CLOUD AND COLUMN, AND IN REPRESENTATIONS OF HIMSELF USED BODIES COMPOSED OF THE ELEMENTS, THESE EXAMPLES OF DIVINE POWER AFFORD SUFFICIENT PROOF THAT GOD DID NOT REQUIRE THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF FALSE OR EVEN OF REAL FLESH. BUT YET, IF WE LOOK STEADILY INTO THE SUBJECT, THERE IS REALLY NO SUBSTANCE WHICH IS WORTHY OF BECOMING A VESTMENT FOR GOD. WHATSOEVER HE IS PLEASED TO CLOTHE HIMSELF WITHAL, HE MAKES WORTHY OF HIMSELF--ONLY WITHOUT UNTRUTH. THEREFORE, HOW COMES IT TO PASS THAT HE SHOULD HAVE THOUGHT THE VERITY OF THE FLESH, RATHER THAN ITS UNREALITY, A DISGRACE? WELL, BUT HE HONORED IT BY HIS FICTION OF IT. HOW GREAT, THEN, IS THAT FLESH, THE VERY PHANTASY OF WHICH WAS A NECESSITY TO THE SUPERIOR GOD! 
CHAP. XI.--CHRIST WAS TRULY BORN; MAR-CION'S ABSURD CAVIL IN DEFENCE OF A PUTATIVE NATIVITY. 
ALL THESE ILLUSIONS OF AN IMAGINARY CORPOREITY IN (HIS) CHRIST, MARCION ADOPTED WITH THIS VIEW, THAT HIS NATIVITY ALSO MIGHT NOT BE FURNISHED WITH ANY EVIDENCE FROM HIS HUMAN SUBSTANCE, AND THAT THUS THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR MIGHT BE FREE TO HAVE ASSIGNED TO HIM ALL PREDICTIONS WHICH TREATED OF HIM AS ONE CAPABLE OF HUMAN BIRTH, AND THEREFORE FLESHLY. BUT MOST FOOLISHLY DID OUR PONTIC HERESIARCH ACT IN THIS TOO. AS IF IT WOULD NOT BE MORE READILY BELIEVED THAT FLESH IN THE DIVINE BEING SHOULD RATHER BE UNBORN THAN UNTRUE, THIS BELIEF HAVING IN FACT HAD THE WAY MAINLY PREPARED FOR IT BY THE CREATOR'S ANGELS WHEN THEY CONVERSED IN FLESH WHICH WAS REAL, ALTHOUGH UNBORN. FOR INDEED THE NOTORIOUS PHILUMENA PERSUADED APELLES AND THE OTHER SECEDERS FROM MARCION RATHER TO BELIEVE THAT CHRIST DID REALLY CARRY ABOUT A BODY OF FLESH; NOT DERIVED TO HIM, HOWEVER, FROM BIRTH, BUT ONE WHICH HE BORROWED FROM THE ELEMENTS. NOW, AS MARCION WAS APPREHENSIVE THAT A BELIEF OF THE FLESHLY BODY WOULD ALSO INVOLVE A BELIEF OF BIRTH, UNDOUBTEDLY, HE WHO SEEMED TO BE MAN WAS BELIEVED TO BE VERILY AND INDEED BORN. FOR A CERTAIN WOMAN HAD EXCLAIMED, "BLESSED IS THE WOMB THAT BARE THEE, AND THE PAPS WHICH THOU HAST SUCKED!" AND HOW ELSE COULD THEY HAVE SAID THAT HIS MOTHER AND HIS BRETHREN WERE STANDING WITHOUT? BUT WE SHALL SEE MORE OF THIS IN THE PROPER PLACE. SURELY, WHEN HE ALSO PROCLAIMED HIMSELF AS THE SON OF MAN, HE, WITHOUT DOUBT, CONFESSED THAT HE HAD BEEN BORN. NOW I WOULD RATHER REFER ALL THESE POINTS TO AN EXAMINATION OF THE GOSPEL; BUT STILL, AS I HAVE ALREADY STATED, IF HE, WHO SEEMED TO BE MAN, HAD BY ALL MEANS TO PASS AS HAVING BEEN BORN, IT WAS VAIN FOR HIM TO SUPPOSE THAT FAITH IN HIS NATIVITY WAS TO BE PERFECTED BY THE DEVICE OF AN IMAGINARY FLESH. FOR WHAT ADVANTAGE WAS THERE IN THAT BEING NOT TRUE WHICH WAS HELD TO BE TRUE, WHETHER IT WAS HIS FLESH OR HIS BIRTH? OR IF YOU SHOULD SAY, LET HUMAN OPINION GO FOR NOTHING; YOU ARE THEN HONORING YOUR GOD UNDER THE SHELTER OF A DECEPTION, SINCE HE KNEW HIMSELF TO BE SOMETHING DIFFERENT FROM WHAT HE HAD MADE MEN TO THINK OF HIM. IN THAT CASE YOU MIGHT POSSIBLY HAVE ASSIGNED TO HIM A PUTATIVE NATIVITY EVEN, AND SO NOT HAVE HUNG THE QUESTION ON THIS POINT. FOR SILLY WOMEN FANCY THEMSELVES PREGNANT SOMETIMES, WHEN THEY ARE CORPULENT EITHER FROM THEIR NATURAL FLUX OR FROM SOME OTHER MALADY. AND, NO DOUBT, IT HAD BECOME HIS DUTY, SINCE HE HAD PUT ON THE MERE MASK OF HIS SUBSTANCE, TO ACT OUT FROM ITS EARLIEST SCENE THE PLAY OF HIS PHANTASY, LEST HE SHOULD HAVE FAILED IN HIS PART AT THE BEGINNING OF THE FLESH. YOU HAVE, OF COURSE, REJECTED THE SHAM OF A NATIVITY, AND HAVE PRODUCED TRUE FLESH ITSELF. AND, NO DOUBT, EVEN THE REAL NATIVITY OF A GOD IS A MOST MEAN THING. COME THEN, WIND UP YOUR CAVILS AGAINST THE MOST SACRED AND REVEREND WORKS OF NATURE; INVEIGH AGAINST ALL THAT YOU ARE; DESTROY THE ORIGIN OF FLESH AND LIFE; CALL THE WOMB A SEWER OF THE ILLUSTRIOUS ANIMAL--IN OTHER WORDS, THE MANUFACTORY FOR THE PRODUCTION OF MAN; DILATE ON THE IMPURE AND SHAMEFUL TORTURES OF PARTURITION, AND THEN ON THE FILTHY, TROUBLESOME, CONTEMPTIBLE ISSUES OF THE PUERPERAL LABOR ITSELF! BUT YET, AFTER YOU HAVE PULLED ALL THESE THINGS DOWN TO INFAMY, THAT YOU MAY AFFIRM THEM TO BE UNWORTHY OF GOD, BIRTH WILL NOT BE WORSE FOR HIM THAN DEATH, INFANCY THAN THE CROSS, PUNISHMENT THAN NATURE, CONDEMNATION THAN THE FLESH. IF CHRIST TRULY SUFFERED ALL THIS, TO BE BORN WAS A LESS THING FOR HIM. IF CHRIST SUFFERED EVASIVELY, AS A PHANTOM; EVASIVELY, TOO, MIGHT HE HAVE BEEN BORN. SUCH ARE MARCION'S CHIEF ARGUMENTS BY WHICH HE MAKES OUT ANOTHER CHRIST; AND I THINK THAT WE SHOW PLAINLY ENOUGH THAT THEY ARE UTTERLY IRRELEVANT, WHEN WE TEACH HOW MUCH MORE TRULY CONSISTENT WITH GOD IS THE REALITY RATHER THAN THE FALSEHOOD OF THAT CONDITION IN WHICH HE MANIFESTED HIS CHRIST. SINCE HE WAS "THE TRUTH," HE WAS FLESH; SINCE HE WAS FLESH, HE WAS BORN. FOR THE POINTS WHICH THIS HERESY ASSAULTS ARE CONFIRMED, WHEN THE MEANS OF THE ASSAULT ARE DESTROYED. THEREFORE, IF HE IS TO BE CONSIDERED IN THE FLESH, BECAUSE HE WAS BORN; AND BORN, BECAUSE HE IS IN THE FLESH, AND BECAUSE HE IS NO PHANTOM, IT FOLLOWS THAT HE MUST BE ACKNOWLEDGED AS HIMSELF THE VERY CHRIST OF THE CREATOR, WHO WAS BY THE CREATOR'S PROPHETS FORETOLD AS ABOUT TO COME IN THE FLESH, AND BY THE PROCESS OF HUMAN BIRTH. 
CHAP. XII.--ISAIAH'S PROPHECY OF EMMANUEL. CHRIST ENTITLED TO THAT NAME. 
AND CHALLENGE US FIRST, AS IS YOUR WONT, TO CONSIDER ISAIAH'S DESCRIPTION OF CHRIST, WHILE YOU CONTEND THAT IN NO POINT DOES IT SUIT. FOR, TO BEGIN WITH, YOU SAY THAT ISAIAH'S CHRIST WILL HAVE TO BE CALLED EMMANUEL; THEN, THAT HE TAKES THE RICHES OF DAMASCUS AND THE SPOILS OF SAMARIA AGAINST THE KING OF ASSYRIA. BUT YET HE WHO IS COME WAS NEITHER BORN UNDER SUCH A NAME, NOR EVER ENGAGED IN ANY WARLIKE ENTERPRISE. I MUST, HOWEVER, REMIND YOU THAT YOU OUGHT TO LOOK INTO THE CONTEXTS OF THE TWO PASSAGES. FOR THERE IS IMMEDIATELY ADDED THE INTERPRETATION OF EMMANUEL, "GOD WITH US;" SO THAT YOU HAVE TO CONSIDER NOT MERELY THE NAME AS IT IS UTTERED, BUT ALSO ITS MEANING. THE UTTERANCE IS HEBREW, EMMANUEL, OF THE PROPHET'S OWN NATION; BUT THE MEANING OF THE WORD, GOD WITH US, IS BY THE INTERPRETATION MADE COMMON PROPERTY. INQUIRE, THEN, WHETHER THIS NAME, GOD-WITH-US, WHICH IS EMMANUEL, BE NOT OFTEN USED FOR THE NAME OF CHRIST, FROM THE FACT THAT CHRIST HAS ENLIGHTENED THE WORLD. AND I SUPPOSE YOU WILL NOT DENY IT, INASMUCH AS YOU DO YOURSELF ADMIT THAT HE IS CALLED GOD-WITH-US, THAT IS, EMMANUEL. ELSE IF YOU ARE SO FOOLISH, THAT, BECAUSE WITH YOU HE GETS THE DESIGNATION GOD-WITH-US, NOT EMMANUEL, YOU THEREFORE ARE UNWILLING TO GRANT THAT HE IS COME WHOSE PROPERTY IT IS TO BE CALLED EMMANUEL, AS IF THIS WERE NOT THE SAME NAME AS GOD-WITH-US, YOU WILL FIND AMONG THE HEBREW CHRISTIANS, AND AMONGST MARCIONITES TOO, THAT THEY NAME HIM EMMANUEL WHEN THEY MEAN HIM TO BE CALLED GOD-WITH-US; JUST INDEED AS EVERY NATION, BY WHATEVER WORD THEY WOULD EXPRESS GOD-WITH-US, HAS CALLED HIM EMMANUEL, COMPLETING THE SOUND IN ITS SENSE. NOW SINCE EMMANUEL IS GOD-WITH-US, AND GOD-WITH-US IS CHRIST, WHO IS IN US (FOR "AS MANY OF YOU AS ARE BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST, HAVE PUT ON CHRIST"), CHRIST IS AS PROPERLY IMPLIED IN THE MEANING OF THE NAME, WHICH IS GOD-WITH-US, AS HE IS IN THE PRONUNCIATION OF THE NAME, WHICH IS EMMANUEL. AND THUS, IT IS EVIDENT THAT HE IS NOW COME WHO WAS FORETOLD AS EMMANUEL, BECAUSE WHAT EMMANUEL SIGNIFIES IS COME, THAT IS TO SAY, GOD-WITH-US. 
CHAP. XIII.--ISAIAH'S PROPHECIES CONSIDERED. THE VIRGINITY OF CHRIST'S MOTHER A SIGN. OTHER PROPHECIES ALSO SIGNS. METAPHORICAL SENSE OF PROPER NAMES IN SUNDRY PASSAGES OF THE PROPHETS. 
YOU ARE EQUALLY LED AWAY BY THE SOUND OF NAMES, WHEN YOU SO UNDERSTAND THE RICHES OF DAMASCUS, AND THE SPOILS OF SAMARIA, AND THE KING OF ASSYRIA, AS IF THEY PORTENDED THAT THE CREATOR'S CHRIST WAS A WARRIOR, NOT ATTENDING TO THE PROMISE CONTAINED IN THE PASSAGE, "FOR BEFORE THE CHILD SHALL HAVE KNOWLEDGE TO CRY, MY FATHER AND MY MOTHER, HE SHALL TAKE AWAY THE RICHES OF DAMASCUS AND THE SPOIL OF SAMARIA BEFORE THE KING OF ASSYRIA." YOU SHOULD FIRST EXAMINE THE POINT OF AGE, WHETHER IT CAN BE TAKEN TO REPRESENT CHRIST AS EVEN YET A MAN, MUCH LESS A WARRIOR. ALTHOUGH, TO BE SURE, HE MIGHT BE ABOUT TO CALL TO ARMS BY HIS CRY AS AN INFANT; MIGHT BE ABOUT TO SOUND THE ALARM OF WAR NOT WITH A TRUMPET, BUT WITH A LITTLE RATTLE; MIGHT HE ABOUT TO SEEK HIS FOE, NOT ON HORSEBACK, OR IN CHARIOT, OR FROM PARAPET, BUT FROM NURSE'S NECK OR NURSEMAID'S BACK, AND SO BE DESTINED TO SUBJUGATE DAMASCUS AND SAMARIA FROM HIS MOTHER'S BREASTS! IT IS A DIFFERENT MATTER, OF COURSE, WHEN THE BABES OF YOUR BARBARIAN PONTUS SPRING FORTH TO THE FIGHT. THEY ARE, I WEEN, TAUGHT TO LANCE BEFORE THEY LACERATE; SWATHED AT FIRST IN SUNSHINE AND OINTMENT, AFTERWARDS ARMED WITH THE SATCHEL, AND RATIONED ON BREAD AND BUTTER! NOW, SINCE NATURE, CERTAINLY, NOWHERE GRANTS TO MAN TO LEARN WARFARE BEFORE LIFE, TO PILLAGE THE WEALTH OF A DAMASCUS BEFORE HE KNOWS HIS FATHER AND MOTHER'S NAME, IT FOLLOWS THAT THE PASSAGE IN QUESTION MUST BE DEEMED TO BE A FIGURATIVE ONE. WELL, BUT NATURE, SAYS HE, DOES NOT PERMIT "A VIRGIN TO CONCEIVE," AND STILL THE PROPHET IS BELIEVED. AND INDEED, VERY PROPERLY; FOR HE HAS PAVED THE WAY FOR THE INCREDIBLE THING BEING BELIEVED, BY GIVING A REASON FOR ITS OCCURRENCE, IN THAT IT WAS TO BE FOR A SIGN. "THEREFORE," SAYS HE, "THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL GIVE YOU A SIGN; BEHOLD, A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE, AND BEAR A SON." NOW A SIGN FROM GOD WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN A SIGN, UNLESS IT HAD BEEN SOME NOVEL AND PRODIGIOUS THING. THEN, AGAIN, JEWISH CAVILER’S, IN ORDER TO DISCONCERT US, BOLDLY PRETEND THAT SCRIPTURE DOES NOT HOLD THAT A VIRGIN, BUT ONLY A YOUNG WOMAN, IS TO CONCEIVE AND BRING FORTH. THEY ARE, HOWEVER, REFUTED BY THIS CONSIDERATION, THAT NOTHING OF THE NATURE OF A SIGN CAN POSSIBLY COME OUT OF WHAT IS A DAILY OCCURRENCE, THE PREGNANCY AND CHILD-BEARING OF A YOUNG WOMAN. A VIRGIN MOTHER IS JUSTLY DEEMED TO BE PROPOSED BY GOD AS A SIGN, BUT A WARLIKE INFANT HAS NO LIKE CLAIM TO THE DISTINCTION; FOR EVEN IN SUCH A CASE THERE DOES NOT OCCUR THE CHARACTER OF A SIGN. BUT AFTER THE SIGN OF THE STRANGE AND NOVEL BIRTH HAS BEEN ASSERTED, THERE IS IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARDS DECLARED AS A SIGN THE SUBSEQUENT COURSE OF THE INFANT, WHO WAS TO EAT BUTTER AND HONEY. NOT THAT THIS INDEED IS OF THE NATURE OF A SIGN, NOR IS HIS "REFUSING THE EVIL;" FOR THIS, TOO, IS ONLY A CHARACTERISTIC OF INFANCY. BUT HIS DESTINED CAPTURE OF THE RICHES OF DAMASCUS AND THE SPOIL OF SAMARIA BEFORE THE KING OF ASSYRIA IS NO DOUBT A WONDERFUL SIGN. KEEP TO THE MEASURE OF HIS AGE, AND SEEK THE PURPORT OF THE PROPHECY, AND GIVE BACK ALSO TO THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL WHAT YOU HAVE TAKEN AWAY FROM IT IN THE LATENESS OF YOUR HERESY, AND THE PROPHECY AT ONCE BECOMES INTELLIGIBLE AND DECLARES ITS OWN ACCOMPLISHMENT. LET THOSE EASTERN MAGI WAIT ON THE NEW-BORN CHRIST, PRESENTING TO HIM, (ALTHOUGH) IN HIS INFANCY, THEIR GIFTS OF GOLD AND FRANKINCENSE; AND SURELY AN INFANT WILL HAVE RECEIVED THE RICHES OF DAMASCUS WITHOUT A BATTLE, AND UNARMED. FOR BESIDES THE GENERALLY KNOWN FACT, THAT THE RICHES OF THE EAST, THAT IS TO SAY, ITS STRENGTH AND RESOURCES, USUALLY CONSIST OF GOLD AND SPICES, IT IS CERTAINLY TRUE OF THE CREATOR, THAT HE MAKES GOLD THE RICHES OF THE OTHER NATIONS ALSO. THUS, HE SAYS BY ZECHARIAH: "AND JUDAH SHALL ALSO FIGHT AT JERUSALEM AND SHALL GATHER TOGETHER ALL THE WEALTH OF THE NATIONS ROUND ABOUT, GOLD AND SILVER." MOREOVER, RESPECTING THAT GIFT OF GOLD, DAVID ALSO SAYS: "AND THERE SHALL BE GIVEN TO HIM OF THE GOLD OF ARABIA;" AND AGAIN: "THE KINGS OF ARABIA AND SABA SHALL OFFER TO HIM GIFTS." FOR THE EAST GENERALLY REGARDED THE MAGI AS KINGS; AND DAMASCUS WAS ANCIENTLY DEEMED TO BELONG TO ARABIA, BEFORE IT WAS TRANSFERRED TO SYROPHOENICIAN ON THE DIVISION OF THE SYRIAS (BY ROME). ITS RICHES CHRIST THEN RECEIVED, WHEN HE RECEIVED THE TOKENS THEREOF IN THE GOLD AND SPICES; WHILE THE SPOILS OF SAMARIA WERE THE MAGI THEMSELVES. THESE HAVING DISCOVERED HIM AND HONORED HIM WITH THEIR GIFTS, AND ON BEADED KNEE ADORED HIM AS THEIR GOD AND KING, THROUGH THE WITNESS OF THE STAR WHICH LED THEIR WAY AND GUIDED THEM, BECAME THE SPOILS OF SAMARIA, THAT IS TO SAY, OF IDOLATRY, BECAUSE, AS IT IS EASY ENOUGH TO SEE, THEY BELIEVED IN CHRIST. HE DESIGNATED IDOLATRY UNDER THE NAME OF SAMARIA, AS THAT CITY WAS SHAMEFUL FOR ITS IDOLATRY, THROUGH WHICH IT HAD THEN REVOLTED FROM GOD FROM THE DAYS OF KING JEROBOAM. NOR IS THIS AN UNUSUAL MANNER FOR THE CREATOR, (IN HIS SCRIPTURES) FIGURATIVELY TO EMPLOY NAMES OF PLACES AS A METAPHOR DERIVED FROM THE ANALOGY OF THEIR SINS. THUS, HE CALLS THE CHIEF MEN OF THE JEWS "RULERS OF SODOM," AND THE NATION ITSELF "PEOPLE OF GOMORRAH." AND IN ANOTHER PASSAGE, HE ALSO SAYS: "THY FATHER WAS AN AMORITE, AND THY MOTHER A HITTITE," BY REASON OF THEIR KINDRED INIQUITY; ALTHOUGH HE HAD ACTUALLY CALLED THEM HIS SONS: "I HAVE NOURISHED AND BROUGHT UP CHILDREN." SO LIKEWISE, BY EGYPT IS SOMETIMES UNDERSTOOD, IN HIS SENSE, THE WHOLE WORLD AS BEING MARKED OUT BY SUPERSTITION AND A CURSE BY A SIMILAR USAGE BABYLON ALSO IN OUR (ST.) JOHN IS A FIGURE OF THE CITY OF ROME, AS BEING LIKE (BABYLON) GREAT AND PROUD IN ROYAL POWER, AND WARRING DOWN THE SAINTS OF GOD. NOW IT WAS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS STYLE THAT HE CALLED THE MAGI BY THE NAME OF SAMARITANS, BECAUSE (AS WE HAVE SAID) THEY HAD PRACTICED IDOLATRY AS DID THE SAMARITANS. MOREOVER, BY THE PHRASE "BEFORE OR AGAINST THE KING OF ASSYRIA," UNDERSTAND "AGAINST HEROD;" AGAINST WHOM THE MAGI THEN OPPOSED THEMSELVES, WHEN THEY REFRAINED FROM CARRYING HIM BACK WORD CONCERNING CHRIST, WHOM HE WAS SEEKING TO DESTROY. 
CHAP. XIV.--FIGURATIVE STYLE OF CERTAIN MESSIANIC PROPHECIES IN THE PSALMS.MILITARY METAPHORS APPLIED TO CHRIST. 
THIS INTERPRETATION OF OURS WILL DERIVE CONFIRMATION, WHEN, ON YOUR SUPPOSING THAT CHRIST IS IN ANY PASSAGE CALLED A WARRIOR, FROM THE MENTION OF CERTAIN ARMS AND EXPRESSIONS OF THAT SORT, YOU WEIGH WELL THE ANALOGY OF THEIR OTHER MEANINGS, AND DRAW YOUR CONCLUSIONS ACCORDINGLY. "GIRD ON THY SWORD," SAYS DAVID, "UPON THY THIGH." BUT WHAT DO YOU READ ABOUT CHRIST JUST BEFORE? "THOU ART FAIRER THAN THE CHILDREN OF MEN; GRACE IS POURED FORTH UPON THY LIPS." IT AMUSES ME TO IMAGINE THAT BLANDISHMENTS OF FAIR BEAUTY AND GRACEFUL LIPS ARE ASCRIBED TO ONE WHO HAD TO GIRD ON HIS SWORD FOR WAR! SO LIKEWISE, WHEN IT IS ADDED, "RIDE ON PROSPEROUSLY IN THY MAJESTY," THE REASON IS SUBJOINED: "BECAUSE OF TRUTH, AND MEEKNESS, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS." BUT WHO SHALL PRODUCE THESE RESULTS WITH THE SWORD, AND NOT THEIR OPPOSITES RATHER--DECEIT, AND HARSHNESS, AND INJURY--WHICH, IT MUST BE CONFESSED, ARE THE PROPER BUSINESS OF BATTLES? LET US SEE, THEREFORE, WHETHER THAT IS NOT SOME OTHER SWORD, WHICH HAS SO DIFFERENT AN ACTION. NOW THE APOSTLE JOHN, IN THE APOCALYPSE, DESCRIBES A SWORD WHICH PROCEEDED FROM THE MOUTH OF GOD AS "A DOUBLY SHARP, TWO-EDGED ONE." THIS MAY BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE THE DIVINE WORD, WHO IS DOUBLY EDGED WITH THE TWO TESTAMENTS OF THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL--SHARPENED WITH WISDOM, HOSTILE TO THE DEVIL, ARMING US AGAINST THE SPIRITUAL ENEMIES OF ALL WICKEDNESS AND CONCUPISCENCE, AND CUTTING US OFF FROM THE DEAREST OBJECTS FOR THE SAKE OF GOD'S HOLY NAME. IF, HOWEVER, YOU WILL NOT ACKNOWLEDGE JOHN, YOU HAVE OUR COMMON MASTER PAUL, WHO "GIRDS OUR LOINS ABOUT WITH TRUTH, AND PUTS ON US THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND SHOES US WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE, NOT OF WAR; WHO BIDS US TAKE THE SHIELD OF FAITH, WHEREWITH WE MAY BE ABLE TO QUENCH ALL THE FIERY DARTS OF THE DEVIL, AND THE HELMET OF SALVATION, AND THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH (HE SAYS) IS THE WORD OF GOD." THIS SWORD THE LORD HIMSELF CAME TO SEND ON EARTH, AND NOT PEACE. IF HE IS YOUR CHRIST, THEN EVEN HE IS A WARRIOR. IF HE IS NOT A WARRIOR, AND THE SWORD HE BRANDISHES IS AN ALLEGORICAL ONE, THEN THE CREATOR'S CHRIST IN THE PSALM TOO MAY HAVE BEEN GIRDED WITH THE FIGURATIVE SWORD OF THE WORD, WITHOUT ANY MARTIAL GEAR. THE ABOVE-MENTIONED "FAIRNESS" OF HIS BEAUTY AND "GRACE OF HIS LIPS" WOULD QUITE SUIT SUCH A SWORD, GIRT AS IT EVEN THEN WAS UPON HIS THIGH IN THE PASSAGE OF DAVID, AND SENT AS IT WOULD ONE DAY BE BY HIM ON EARTH. FOR THIS IS WHAT HE SAYS: "RIDE ON PROSPEROUSLY IN THY MAJESTY"--ADVANCING HIS WORD INTO EVERY LAND, SO AS TO CALL ALL NATIONS: DESTINED TO PROSPER IN THE SUCCESS OF THAT FAITH WHICH RECEIVED HIM, AND REIGNING, FROM THE FACT THAT HE CONQUERED DEATH BY HIS RESURRECTION. "THY RIGHT HAND," SAYS HE, "SHALL WONDERFULLY LEAD THEE FORTH," EVEN THE MIGHT OF THY SPIRITUAL GRACE, WHEREBY THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST IS SPREAD. "THINE ARROWS ARE SHARP;" EVERYWHERE THY PRECEPTS FLY ABOUT, THY THREATENING’S ALSO, AND CONVICTIONS OF HEART, PRICKING AND PIERCING EACH CONSCIENCE. "THE PEOPLE SHALL FALL UNDER THEE," THAT IS, IN ADORATION. THUS, IS THE CREATOR'S CHRIST MIGHTY IN WAR, AND A BEARER OF ARMS; THUS, ALSO DOES HE NOW TAKE THE SPOILS, NOT OF SAMARIA ALONE, BUT OF ALL NATIONS. ACKNOWLEDGE, THEN, THAT HIS SPOILS ARE FIGURATIVE, SINCE YOU HAVE LEARNED THAT HIS ARMS ARE ALLEGORICAL. SINCE, THEREFORE, BOTH THE LORD SPEAKS AND HIS APOSTLE WRITES SUCH THINGS IN A FIGURATIVE STYLE, WE ARE NOT RASH IN USING HIS INTERPRETATIONS, THE RECORDS OF WHICH EVEN OUR ADVERSARIES ADMIT; AND THUS, IN SO FAR WILL IT BE ISAIAH'S CHRIST WHO HAS COME, IN AS FAR AS HE WAS NOT A WARRIOR, BECAUSE IT IS NOT OF SUCH A CHARACTER THAT HE IS DESCRIBED BY ISAIAH. 
CHAP. XV.--THE TITLE CHRIST SUITABLE AS A NAME OF THE CREATOR'S SON, BUT UNSUITED TO MARCION'S CHRIST. 
TOUCHING THEN THE DISCUSSION OF HIS FLESH, AND (THROUGH THAT) OF HIS NATIVITY, AND INCIDENTALLY OF HIS NAME EMMANUEL, LET THIS SUFFICE. CONCERNING HIS OTHER NAMES, HOWEVER, AND ESPECIALLY THAT OF CHRIST, WHAT HAS THE OTHER SIDE TO SAY IN REPLY? IF THE NAME OF CHRIST IS AS COMMON WITH YOU AS IS THE NAME OF GOD--SO THAT AS THE SON OF BOTH GODS MAY BE FITLY CALLED CHRIST, SO EACH OF THE FATHERS MAY BE CALLED LORD--REASON WILL CERTAINLY BE OPPOSED TO THIS ARGUMENT. FOR THE NAME OF GOD, AS BEING THE NATURAL DESIGNATION OF DEITY, MAY BE ASCRIBED TO ALL THOSE BEINGS FOR WHOM A DIVINE NATURE IS CLAIMED, AS, FOR INSTANCE, EVEN TO IDOLS. THE APOSTLE SAYS: "FOR THERE BE THAT ARE CALLED GODS, WHETHER IN HEAVEN OR IN EARTH." THE NAME OF CHRIST, HOWEVER, DOES NOT ARISE FROM NATURE, BUT FROM DISPENSATION; AND SO, BECOMES THE PROPER NAME OF HIM TO WHOM IT ACCRUES IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE DISPENSATION. NOR IS IT SUBJECT TO BE SHARED IN BY ANY OTHER GOD, ESPECIALLY A RIVAL, AND ONE THAT HAS A DISPENSATION OF HIS OWN, TO WHOM IT WILL BE ALSO NECESSARY THAT HE SHOULD POSSESS NAMES APART FROM ALL OTHERS. FOR HOW HAPPENS IT THAT, AFTER THEY HAVE DEVISED DIFFERENT DISPENSATIONS FOR TWO GODS, THEY ADMIT INTO THIS DIVERSITY OF DISPENSATION A COMMUNITY OF NAMES; WHEREAS NO PROOF COULD BE MORE USEFUL OF TWO GODS BEING RIVAL ONES, THAN IF THERE SHOULD BE FOUND COINCIDENT WITH THEIR (DIVERSE) DISPENSATIONS A DIVERSITY ALSO OF NAMES? FOR THAT IS NOT A STATE OF DIVERSE QUALITIES, WHICH IS NOT DISTINCTLY INDICATED IN THE SPECIFIC MEANINGS OF THEIR DESIGNATIONS. WHENEVER THESE ARE WANTING, THERE OCCURS WHAT THE GREEKS CALL THE KATACHRESIS OF A TERM, BY ITS IMPROPER APPLICATION TO WHAT DOES NOT BELONG TO IT. IN GOD, HOWEVER, THERE OUGHT, I SUPPOSE, TO BE NO DEFECT, NO SETTING UP OF HIS DISPENSATIONS BY KATACHRESTIC ABUSE OF WORDS. WHO IS THIS GOD, THAT CLAIMS FOR HIS SON NAMES FROM THE CREATOR? I SAY NOT NAMES WHICH DO NOT BELONG TO HIM, BUT ANCIENT AND WELL-KNOWN NAMES, WHICH EVEN IN THIS VIEW OF THEM WOULD BE UNSUITABLE FOR A NOVEL AND UNKNOWN GOD. HOW IS IT, AGAIN, THAT HE TELLS US THAT "A PIECE OF NEW CLOTH IS NOT SEWED ON TO AN OLD GARMENT," OR THAT "NEW WINE IS NOT TRUSTED TO OLD BOTTLES," WHEN HE IS HIMSELF PATCHED AND CLAD IN AN OLD SUIT OF NAMES? HOW IS IT HE HAS RENT OFF THE GOSPEL FROM THE LAW, WHEN HE IS WHOLLY INVESTED WITH THE LAW, IN THE NAME, FORSOOTH, OF CHRIST? WHAT HINDERED HIS CALLING HIMSELF BY SOME OTHER NAME, SEEING THAT HE PREACHED ANOTHER (GOSPEL), CAME FROM ANOTHER SOURCE, AND REFUSED TO TAKE ON HIM A REAL BODY, FOR THE VERY PURPOSE THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE SUPPOSED TO BE THE CREATOR'S CHRIST? VAIN, HOWEVER, WAS HIS UNWILLINGNESS TO SEEM TO BE HE WHOSE NAME HE WAS WILLING TO ASSUME; SINCE, EVEN IF HE HAD BEEN TRULY CORPOREAL, HE WOULD MORE CERTAINLY ESCAPE BEING TAKEN FOR THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR, IF HE HAD NOT TAKEN ON HIM HIS NAME. BUT, AS IT IS, HE REJECTS THE SUBSTANTIAL VERITY OF HIM WHOSE NAME HE HAS ASSUMED, EVEN THOUGH HE SHOULD GIVE A PROOF OF THAT VERITY BY HIS NAME. FOR CHRIST MEANS ANOINTED, AND TO BE ANOINTED IS CERTAINLY AN AFFAIR OF THE BODY. HE WHO HAD NOT A BODY, COULD NOT BY ANY POSSIBILITY HAVE BEEN ANOINTED; HE WHO COULD NOT BY ANY POSSIBILITY HAVE BEEN ANOINTED, COULD NOT IN ANY WISE HAVE BEEN CALLED CHRIST. IT IS A DIFFERENT THING (QUITE), IF HE ONLY ASSUMED THE PHANTOM OF A NAME TOO. BUT HOW, HE ASKS, WAS HE TO INSINUATE HIMSELF INTO BEING BELIEVED BY THE JEWS, EXCEPT THROUGH A NAME WHICH WAS USUAL AND FAMILIAR AMONGST THEM? THEN 'TIS A FICKLE AND TRICKSTY GOD WHOM YOU DESCRIBE! TO PROMOTE ANY PLAN BY DECEPTION, IS THE RESOURCE OF EITHER DISTRUST OR OF MALICIOUSNESS. MUCH MORE-FRANK AND SIMPLE WAS THE CONDUCT OF THE FALSE PROPHETS AGAINST THE CREATOR, WHEN THEY CAME IN HIS NAME AS THEIR OWN GOD. BUT I DO NOT FIND THAT ANY GOOD CAME OF THIS PROCEEDING, SINCE THEY WERE MORE APT TO SUPPOSE EITHER THAT CHRIST WAS THEIR OWN, OR RATHER WAS SOME DECEIVER, THAN THAT HE WAS THE CHRIST OF THE OTHER GOD; AND THIS THE GOSPEL WILL SHOW. 
CHAP. XVI.--THE SACRED NAME JESUS MOST SUITED TO THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR. JOSHUA A TYPE OF HIM. 
NOW IF HE CAUGHT AT THE NAME CHRIST, JUST AS THE PICKPOCKET CLUTCHES THE DOLE-BASKET, WHY DID HE WISH TO BE CALLED JESUS TOO, BY A NAME WHICH WAS NOT SO MUCH LOOKED FOR BY THE JEWS? FOR ALTHOUGH WE, WHO HAVE BY GOD'S GRACE ATTAINED TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF HIS MYSTERIES, ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS NAME ALSO WAS DESTINED FOR CHRIST, YET, FOR ALL THAT, THE FACT WAS NOT KNOWN TO THE JEWS, FROM WHOM WISDOM WAS TAKEN AWAY. TO THIS DAY, IN SHORT, IT IS CHRIST THAT THEY ARE LOOKING FOR, NOT JESUS; AND THEY INTERPRET ELIAS TO BE CHRIST RATHER THAN JESUS. HE, THEREFORE, WHO CAME ALSO IN A NAME IN WHICH CHRIST WAS NOT EXPECTED, MIGHT HAVE COME ONLY IN THAT NAME WHICH WAS SOLELY ANTICIPATED FOR HIM. BUT SINCE HE HAS MIXED UP THE TWO, THE EXPECTED ONE AND THE UNEXPECTED, HIS TWOFOLD PROJECT IS DEFEATED. FOR IF HE BE CHRIST FOR THE VERY PURPOSE OF INSINUATING HIMSELF AS THE CREATOR'S, THEN JESUS OPPOSES HIM, BECAUSE JESUS WAS NOT LOOKED FOR IN THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR; OR IF HE BE JESUS, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT PASS AS BELONGING TO THE OTHER (GOD), THEN CHRIST HINDERS HIM, BECAUSE CHRIST WAS NOT EXPECTED TO BELONG TO ANY OTHER THAN THE CREATOR. I KNOW NOT WHICH ONE OF THESE NAMES MAY BE ABLE TO HOLD ITS GROUND. IN THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR, HOWEVER, BOTH WILL KEEP THEIR PLACE, FOR IN HIM A JESUS TOO IS FOUND. DO YOU ASK, HOW? LEARN IT THEN HERE, WITH THE JEWS ALSO WHO ARE PANAKERS OF YOUR HERESY. WHEN OSHEA THE SON OF NUN WAS DESTINED TO BE THE SUCCESSOR OF MOSES, IS NOT HIS OLD NAME THEN CHANGED, AND FOR THE FIRST TIME HE IS CALLED JOSHUA? IT IS TRUE, YOU SAY. THIS, THEN, WE FIRST OBSERVE, WAS A FIGURE OF HIM WHO WAS TO COME. FOR INASMUCH AS JESUS CHRIST WAS TO INTRODUCE A NEW GENERATION (BECAUSE WE ARE BORN IN THE WILDERNESS OF THIS WORLD) INTO THE PROMISED LAND WHICH FLOWS WITH MILK AND HONEY, THAT IS, INTO THE POSSESSION OF ETERNAL LIFE, THAN WHICH NOTHING CAN BE SWEETER; INASMUCH, TOO, AS THIS WAS TO BE BROUGHT ABOUT NOT BY MOSES, THAT IS TO SAY, NOT BY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LAW, BUT BY JOSHUA, BY THE GRACE OF THE GOSPEL, OUR CIRCUMCISION BEING EFFECTED BY A KNIFE OF STONE, THAT IS, (BY THE CIRCUMCISION) OF CHRIST, FOR CHRIST IS A ROCK (OR STONE), THEREFORE THAT GREAT MAN, WHO WAS ORDAINED AS A TYPE OF THIS MYSTERY, WAS ACTUALLY CONSECRATED WITH THE FIGURE OF THE LORD'S OWN NAME, BEING CALLED JOSHUA. THIS NAME CHRIST HIMSELF EVEN THEN TESTIFIED TO BE HIS OWN, WHEN HE TALKED WITH MOSES. FOR WHO WAS IT THAT TALKED WITH HIM, BUT THE SPIRIT OF THE CREATOR, WHICH IS CHRIST? WHEN HE THEREFORE SPOKE THIS COMMANDMENT TO THE PEOPLE, "BEHOLD, I SEND MY ANGEL BEFORE THY FACE, TO KEEP THEE IN THE WAY, AND TO BRING THEE INTO THE LAND WHICH I HAVE PREPARED FOR THEE; ATTEND TO HIM, AND OBEY HIS VOICE AND DO NOT PROVOKE HIM; FOR HE HAS NOT SHUNNED YOU, SINCE MY NAME IS UPON HIM," HE CALLED HIM AN ANGEL INDEED, BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THE POWERS WHICH HE WAS TO EXERCISE, AND BECAUSE OF HIS PROPHETIC OFFICE, WHILE ANNOUNCING THE WILL OF GOD; BUT JOSHUA ALSO (JESUS), BECAUSE IT WAS A TYPE OF HIS OWN FUTURE NAME. OFTEN DID HE CONFIRM THAT NAME OF HIS WHICH HE HAD THUS CONFERRED UPON (HIS SERVANT); BECAUSE IT WAS NOT THE NAME OF ANGEL, NOR OSHEA, BUT JOSHUA (JESUS), WHICH HE HAD COMMANDED HIM TO BEAR AS HIS USUAL APPELLATION FOR THE TIME TO COME. SINCE, THEREFORE, BOTH THESE NAMES ARE SUITABLE TO THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR, THEY ARE PROPORTIONATELY UNSUITABLE TO THE NON-CREATOR'S CHRIST; AND SO INDEED IS ALL THE REST OF (OUR CHRIST'S) DESTINED COURSE. IN SHORT, THERE MUST NOW FOR THE FUTURE BE MADE BETWEEN US THAT CERTAIN AND EQUITABLE RULE, NECESSARY TO BOTH SIDES, WHICH SHALL DETERMINE THAT THERE OUGHT TO BE ABSOLUTELY NOTHING AT ALL IN COMMON BETWEEN THE CHRIST OF THE OTHER GOD AND THE CREATOR'S CHRIST. FOR YOU WILL HAVE AS GREAT A NECESSITY TO MAINTAIN THEIR DIVERSITY AS WE HAVE TO RESIST IT, INASMUCH AS YOU WILL BE AS UNABLE TO SHOW THAT THE CHRIST OF THE OTHER GOD HAS COME, UNTIL YOU HAVE PROVED HIM TO BE A FAR DIFFERENT BEING FROM THE CREATOR'S CHRIST, AS WE, TO CLAIM HIM (WHO HAS COME) AS THE CREATOR'S, UNTIL WE HAVE SHOWN HIM TO BE SUCH A ONE AS THE CREATOR HAS APPOINTED. NOW RESPECTING THEIR NAMES, SUCH IS OUR CONCLUSION AGAINST (MARCION). I CLAIM FOR MYSELF CHRIST; I MAINTAIN FOR MYSELF JESUS. 
CHAP. XVII.--PROPHECIES IN ISAIAH AND THE PSALMS RESPECTING CHRIST'S HUMILIATION. 
LET US COMPARE WITH SCRIPTURE THE REST OF HIS DISPENSATION. WHATEVER THAT POOR DESPISED BODY MAY BE, BECAUSE IT WAS AN OBJECT OF TOUCH AND SIGHT, IT SHALL BE MY CHRIST, BE HE INGLORIOUS, BE HE IGNOBLE, BE HE DISHONORED; FOR SUCH WAS IT ANNOUNCED THAT HE SHOULD BE, BOTH IN BODILY CONDITION AND ASPECT. ISAIAH COMES TO OUR HELP AGAIN: "WE HAVE ANNOUNCED (HIS WAY) BEFORE HIM," SAYS HE; "HE IS LIKE A SERVANT, LIKE A ROOT IN A DRY GROUND; HE HATH NO FORM NOR COMELINESS; WE SAW HIM, AND HE HAD NEITHER FORM NOR BEAUTY; BUT HIS FORM WAS DESPISED, MARRED ABOVE ALL MEN." SIMILARLY, THE FATHER ADDRESSED THE SON JUST BEFORE: "INASMUCH AS MANY WILL BE ASTONISHED AT THEE, SO ALSO WILL THY BEAUTY BE WITHOUT GLORY FROM MEN," FOR ALTHOUGH, IN DAVID S WORDS, HE IS FAIRER THAN THE CHILDREN OF MEN," YET IT IS IN THAT FIGURATIVE STATE OF SPIRITUAL GRACE, WHEN HE IS GIRDED WITH THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH IS VERILY HIS FORM, AND BEAUTY, AND GLORY. ACCORDING TO THE SAME PROPHET, HOWEVER, HE IS IN BODILY CONDITION "A VERY WORM, AND NO MAN; A REPROACH OF MEN, AND AN OUTCAST OF THE PEOPLE." BUT NO INTERNAL QUALITY OF SUCH A KIND DOES HE ANNOUNCE AS BELONGING TO HIM. IN HIM DWELT THE FULNESS OF THE SPIRIT; THEREFORE, I ACKNOWLEDGE HIM TO BE "THE ROD OF THE STEM OF JESSE." HIS BLOOMING FLOWER SHALL BE MY CHRIST, UPON WHOM HATH RESTED, ACCORDING TO ISAIAH, "THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND MIGHT, THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF PIETY, AND OF THE FEAR OF THE LORD." NOW TO NO MAN, EXCEPT CHRIST, WOULD THE DIVERSITY OF SPIRITUAL PROOFS SUITABLY APPLY. HE IS INDEED LIKE A FLOWER FOR THE SPIRIT'S GRACE, RECKONED INDEED OF THE STEM OF JESSE, BUT THENCE TO DERIVE HIS DESCENT THROUGH MARY. NOW I PURPOSELY DEMAND OF YOU, WHETHER YOU GRANT TO HIM THE DESTINATION OF ALL THIS HUMILIATION, AND SUFFERING, AND TRANQUILITY, FROM WHICH HE WILL BE THE CHRIST OF ISAIAH,--A MAN OF SORROWS, AND ACQUAINTED WITH GRIEF, WHO WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO THE SLAUGHTER, AND WHO, LIKE A LAMB BEFORE THE SHEARER, OPENED NOT HIS MOUTH; WHO DID NOT STRUGGLE NOR CRY, NOR WAS HIS VOICE HEARD IN THE STREET WHO BROKE NOT THE BRUISED REED--THAT IS, THE SHATTERED FAITH OF THE JEWS--NOR QUENCHED THE SMOKING FLAX--THAT IS, THE FRESHLY-KINDLED ARDOR OF THE GENTILES. HE CAN BE NONE OTHER THAN THE MAN WHO WAS FORETOLD. IT IS RIGHT THAT HIS CONDUCT BE INVESTIGATED ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF SCRIPTURE, DISTINGUISHABLE AS IT IS UNLESS I AM MISTAKEN, BY THE TWOFOLD OPERATION OF PREACHING AND OF MIRACLE. BUT THE TREATMENT OF BOTH THESE TOPICS I SHALL SO ARRANGE AS TO POSTPONE, TO THE CHAPTER WHEREIN I HAVE DETERMINED TO DISCUSS THE ACTUAL GOSPEL OF MARCION, THE CONSIDERATION OF HIS WONDERFUL DOCTRINES AND MIRACLES--WITH A VIEW, HOWEVER, TO OUR PRESENT PURPOSE. LET US HERE, THEN, IN GENERAL TERMS COMPLETE THE SUBJECT WHICH WE HAD ENTERED UPON, BY INDICATING, AS WE PASS ON, HOW CHRIST WAS FORE-ANNOUNCED BY ISAIAH AS A PREACHER: "FOR WHO IS THERE AMONG YOU," SAYS HE, "THAT FEARETH THE LORD, THAT OBEYETH THE VOICE OF HIS SON?" AND LIKEWISE, AS A HEALER: "FOR," SAYS HE, "HE HATH TAKEN AWAY OUR INFIRMITIES, AND CARRIED OUR SORROWS." 
CHAP. XVIII.--TYPES OF THE DEATH OF CHRIST. ISAAC; JOSEPH; JACOB AGAINST SIMEON AND LEVI; MOSES PRAYING AGAINST AMALEK; THE BRAZEN SERPENT. 
ON THE SUBJECT OF HIS DEATH, I SUPPOSE, YOU ENDEAVOR TO INTRODUCE A DIVERSITY OF OPINION, SIMPLY BECAUSE YOU DENY THAT THE SUFFERING OF THE CROSS WAS PREDICTED OF THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR, AND BECAUSE YOU CONTEND, MOREOVER, THAT IT IS NOT TO BE BELIEVED THAT THE CREATOR WOULD EXPOSE HIS SON TO THAT KIND OF DEATH ON WHICH HE HAD HIMSELF PRONOUNCED A CURSE. "CURSED," SAYS HE, "IS EVERY ONE WHO HANGETH ON A TREE." BUT WHAT IS MEANT BY THIS CURSE, WORTHY AS IT IS OF THE SIMPLE PREDICTION OF THE CROSS, OF WHICH WE ARE NOW MAINLY INQUIRING, I DEFER TO CONSIDER, BECAUSE IN ANOTHER PASSAGE WE HAVE GIVEN THE REASON OF THE THING PRECEDED BY PROOF. FIRST, I SHALL OFFER A FULL EXPLANATION OF THE TYPES. AND NO DOUBT IT WAS PROPER THAT THIS MYSTERY SHOULD BE PROPHETICALLY SET FORTH BY TYPES, AND INDEED CHIEFLY BY THAT METHOD: FOR IN PROPORTION TO ITS INCREDIBILITY WOULD IT BE A STUMBLING-BLOCK, IF IT WERE SET FORTH IN BARE PROPHECY; AND IN PROPORTION TOO, TO ITS GRANDEUR, WAS THE NEED OF OBSCURING IT IN SHADOW, THAT THE DIFFICULTY OF UNDERSTANDING IT MIGHT LEAD TO PRAYER FOR THE GRACE OF GOD. FIRST, THEN, ISAAC, WHEN HE WAS GIVEN UP BY HIS FATHER AS AN OFFERING, HIMSELF CARRIED THE WOOD FOR HIS OWN DEATH. BY THIS ACT HE EVEN THEN WAS SETTING FORTH THE DEATH OF CHRIST, WHO WAS DESTINED BY HIS FATHER AS A SACRIFICE, AND CARRIED THE CROSS WHEREON HE SUFFERED. JOSEPH LIKEWISE WAS A TYPE OF CHRIST, NOT INDEED ON THIS GROUND (THAT I MAY NOT DELAY MY COURSE), THAT HE SUFFERED PERSECUTION FOR THE CAUSE OF GOD FROM HIS BRETHREN, AS CHRIST DID FROM HIS BRETHREN AFTER THE FLESH, THE JEWS; BUT WHEN HE IS BLESSED BY HIS FATHER IN THESE WORDS: "HIS GLORY IS THAT OF A BULLOCK; HIS HORNS ARE THE HORNS OF A UNICORN; WITH THEM SHALL HE PUSH THE NATIONS TO THE VERY ENDS OF THE EARTH,"--HE WAS NOT, OF COURSE, DESIGNATED AS A MERE UNICORN WITH ITS ONE HORN, OR A MINOTAUR WITH TWO; BUT CHRIST WAS INDICATED IN HIM--A BULLOCK IN RESPECT OF BOTH HIS CHARACTERISTICS: TO SOME AS SEVERE AS A JUDGE, TO OTHERS GENTLE AS A SAVIOR, WHOSE HORNS WERE THE EXTREMITIES OF HIS CROSS. FOR OF THE ANTENNA, WHICH IS A PART OF A CROSS, THE ENDS ARE CALLED HORNS; WHILE THE MIDWAY STAKE OF THE WHOLE FRAME IS THE UNICORN. BY THIS VIRTUE, THEN, OF HIS CROSS, AND IN THIS MANNER "HORNED," HE IS BOTH NOW PUSHING ALL NATIONS THROUGH FAITH, BEARING THEM AWAY FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN; AND WILL THEN PUSH THEM THROUGH JUDGMENT, CASTING THEM DOWN FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH. HE WILL ALSO, ACCORDING TO ANOTHER PASSAGE IN THE SAME SCRIPTURE, BE A BULLOCK, WHEN HE IS SPIRITUALLY INTERPRETED TO BE JACOB AGAINST SIMEON AND LEVI, WHICH MEANS AGAINST THE SCRIBES AND THE PHARISEES; FOR IT WAS FROM THEM THAT THESE LAST DERIVED THEIR ORIGIN. LIKE SIMEON AND LEVI, THEY CONSUMMATED THEIR WICKEDNESS BY THEIR HERESY, WITH WHICH THEY PERSECUTED CHRIST. "INTO THEIR COUNSEL LET NOT MY SOUL ENTER; TO THEIR ASSEMBLY LET NOT MY HEART BE UNITED: FOR IN THEIR ANGER THEY SLEW MEN," THAT IS, THE PROPHETS; "AND IN THEIR SELF-WILL THEY HACKED THE SINEWS OF A BULLOCK," THAT IS, OF CHRIST. FOR AGAINST HIM DID THEY WREAK THEIR FURY AFTER THEY HAD SLAIN HIS PROPHETS, EVEN BY AFFIXING HIM WITH NAILS TO THE CROSS. OTHERWISE, IT IS AN IDLE THING WHEN, AFTER SLAYING MEN, HE INVEIGHS AGAINST THEM FOR THE TORTURE OF A BULLOCK! AGAIN, IN THE CASE OF MOSES, WHEREFORE DID HE AT THAT MOMENT PARTICULARLY, WHEN JOSHUA WAS FIGHTING AMALEK, PRAY IN A SITTING POSTURE WITH OUTSTRETCHED HANDS, WHEN IN SUCH A CONFLICT IT WOULD SURELY HAVE BEEN MORE-SEEMLY TO HAVE BENT THE KNEE, AND SMITTEN THE BREAST, AND TO HAVE FALLEN ON THE FACE TO THE GROUND, AND IN SUCH PROSTRATION TO HAVE OFFERED PRAYER? WHEREFORE, BUT BECAUSE IN A BATTLE FOUGHT IN THE NAME OF THAT LORD WHO WAS ONE DAY TO FIGHT AGAINST THE DEVIL, THE SHAPE WAS NECESSARY OF THAT VERY CROSS THROUGH WHICH JESUS WAS TO WIN THE VICTORY? WHY, ONCE MORE, DID THE SAME MOSES, AFTER PROHIBITING THE LIKENESS OF EVERYTHING, SET UP THE GOLDEN SERPENT ON THE POLE; AND AS IT HUNG THERE, PROPOSE IT AS AN OBJECT TO BE LOOKED AT FOR A CURE? DID HE NOT HERE ALSO INTEND TO SHOW THE POWER OF OUR LORD'S CROSS, WHEREBY THAT OLD SERPENT THE DEVIL WAS VANQUISHED, WHEREBY ALSO TO EVERY MAN WHO WAS BITTEN BY SPIRITUAL SERPENTS, BUT WHO YET TURNED WITH AN EYE OF FAITH TO IT, WAS PROCLAIMED A CURE FROM THE BITE OF SIN, AND HEALTH FOR EVERMORE? 
CHAP. XIX.--PROPHECIES OF THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 
COME NOW, WHEN YOU READ IN THE WORDS OF DAVID, HOW THAT "THE LORD REIGNETH FROM THE TREE," I WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOU UNDERSTAND BY IT. PERHAPS YOU THINK SOME WOODEN KING OF THE JEWS IS MEANT! AND NOT CHRIST, WHO OVERCAME DEATH BY HIS SUFFERING ON THE CROSS, AND THENCE REIGNED! NOW, ALTHOUGH DEATH REIGNED FROM ADAM EVEN TO CHRIST, WHY MAY NOT CHRIST BE SAID TO HAVE REIGNED FROM THE TREE, FROM HIS HAVING SHUT UP THE KINGDOM OF DEATH BY DYING UPON THE TREE OF HIS CROSS? LIKEWISE, ISAIAH ALSO SAYS: "FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN." BUT WHAT IS THERE UNUSUAL IN THIS, UNLESS HE SPEAKS OF THE SON OF GOD? "TO US IS GIVEN HE WHOSE GOVERNMENT IS UPON HIS SHOULDER." NOW, WHAT KING IS THERE WHO BEARS THE ENSIGN OF HIS DOMINION UPON HIS SHOULDER, AND NOT RATHER UPON HIS HEAD AS A DIADEM, OR IN HIS HAND AS A SCEPTER, OR ELSE AS A MARK IN SOME ROYAL APPAREL? BUT THE ONE NEW KING OF THE NEW AGES, JESUS CHRIST, CARRIED ON HIS SHOULDER BOTH THE POWER AND THE EXCELLENCE OF HIS NEW GLORY, EVEN HIS CROSS; SO THAT, ACCORDING TO OUR FORMER PROPHECY, HE MIGHT THENCEFORTH REIGN FROM THE TREE AS LORD. THIS TREE IT IS WHICH JEREMIAH LIKEWISE GIVES YOU INTIMATION OF, WHEN HE PROPHESIES TO THE JEWS, WHO SHOULD SAY, "COME, LET US DESTROY THE TREE WITH THE FRUIT, (THE BREAD) THEREOF," THAT IS, HIS BODY. FOR SO DID GOD IN YOUR OWN GOSPEL EVEN REVEAL THE SENSE, WHEN HE CALLED HIS BODY BREAD; SO THAT, FOR THE TIME TO COME, YOU MAY UNDERSTAND THAT HE HAS GIVEN TO HIS BODY THE FIGURE OF BREAD, WHOSE BODY THE PROPHET OF OLD FIGURATIVELY TURNED INTO BREAD, THE LORD HIMSELF DESIGNING TO GIVE BY AND BY AN INTERPRETATION OF THE MYSTERY. IF YOU REQUIRE STILL FURTHER PREDICTION OF THE LORD'S CROSS, THE TWENTY-FIRST PSALM IS SUFFICIENTLY ABLE TO AFFORD IT TO YOU, CONTAINING AS IT DOES THE ENTIRE PASSION OF CHRIST, WHO WAS EVEN THEN PROPHETICALLY DECLARING HIS GLORY. "THEY PIERCED," SAYS HE, "MY HANDS AND MY FEET," WHICH IS THE SPECIAL CRUELTY OF THE CROSS. AND AGAIN, WHEN HE IMPLORES HIS FATHER'S HELP, HE SAYS, "SAVE ME FROM THE LION'S MOUTH," THAT IS, THE JAWS OF DEATH, "AND MY HUMILIATION FROM THE HORNS OF THE UNICORNS;" IN OTHER WORDS, FROM THE EXTREMITIES OF THE CROSS, AS WE HAVE SHOWN ABOVE. NOW, DAVID HIMSELF DID NOT SUFFER THIS CROSS, NOR DID ANY OTHER KING OF THE JEWS; SO THAT YOU CANNOT SUPPOSE THAT THIS IS THE PROPHECY OF ANY OTHER'S PASSION THAN HIS WHO ALONE WAS SO NOTABLY CRUCIFIED BY THE NATION. NOW SHOULD THE HERETICS, IN THEIR OBSTINACY, REJECT AND DESPISE ALL THESE INTERPRETATIONS, I WILL GRANT TO THEM THAT THE CREATOR HAS GIVEN US NO SIGNS OF THE CROSS OF HIS CHRIST; BUT THEY WILL NOT PROVE FROM THIS CONCESSION THAT HE WHO WAS CRUCIFIED WAS ANOTHER (CHRIST), UNLESS THEY COULD SOMEHOW SHOW THAT THIS DEATH WAS PREDICTED AS HIS BY THEIR OWN GOD, SO THAT FROM THE DIVERSITY OF PREDICTIONS THERE MIGHT BE MAINTAINED TO BE A DIVERSITY OF SUFFERERS, AND THEREBY ALSO A DIVERSITY OF PERSONS. BUT SINCE THERE IS NO PROPHECY OF EVEN MARCION'S CHRIST, MUCH LESS OF HIS CROSS, IT IS ENOUGH FOR MY CHRIST THAT THERE IS A PROPHECY MERELY OF DEATH. FOR, FROM THE FACT THAT THE KIND OF DEATH IS NOT DECLARED, IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR THE DEATH OF THE CROSS TO HAVE BEEN STILL INTENDED, WHICH WOULD THEN HAVE TO BE ASSIGNED TO ANOTHER (CHRIST), IF THE PROPHECY HAD HAD REFERENCE TO ANOTHER. BESIDES, IF HE SHOULD BE UNWILLING TO ALLOW THAT THE DEATH OF MY CHRIST WAS PREDICTED, HIS CONFUSION MUST BE THE GREATER IF HE ANNOUNCES THAT HIS OWN CHRIST INDEED DIED, WHOM HE DENIES TO HAVE HAD A NATIVITY, WHILST DENYING THAT MY CHRIST IS MORTAL, THOUGH HE ALLOWS HIM TO BE CAPABLE OF BIRTH. HOWEVER, I WILL SHOW HIM THE DEATH, AND BURIAL, AND RESURRECTION OF MY CHRIST ALL INDICATED IN A SINGLE SENTENCE OF ISAIAH, WHO SAYS, "HIS SEPULTURE WAS REMOVED FROM THE MIDST OF THEM." NOW THERE COULD HAVE BEEN NO SEPULTURE WITHOUT DEATH, AND NO REMOVAL OF SEPULTURE EXCEPT BY RESURRECTION. THEN, FINALLY, HE ADDED: "THEREFORE HE SHALL HAVE MANY FOR HIS INHERITANCE, AND HE SHALL DIVIDE THE SPOIL OF THE MANY, BECAUSE HE POURED OUT HIS SOUL UNTO DEATH." FOR THERE IS HERE SET FORTH THE CAUSE OF THIS FAVOR TO HIM, EVEN THAT IT WAS TO RECOMPENSE HIM FOR HIS SUFFERING OF DEATH. IT WAS EQUALLY SHOWN THAT HE WAS TO OBTAIN THIS RECOMPENSE FOR HIS DEATH, WAS CERTAINLY TO OBTAIN IT AFTER HIS DEATH BY MEANS OF THE RESURRECTION. 
CHAP. XX.--THE SUBSEQUENT INFLUENCE OR CHRIST'S DEATH IN THE WORLD PREDICTED. THE SURE MERCIES OF DAVID. WHAT THESE ARE. 
IT IS SUFFICIENT FOR MY PURPOSE TO HAVE TRACED THUS FAR THE COURSE OF CHRIST'S DISPENSATION IN THESE PARTICULARS. THIS HAS PROVED HIM TO BE SUCH A ONE AS PROPHECY ANNOUNCED HE SHOULD BE, SO THAT HE OUGHT NOT TO BE REGARDED IN ANY OTHER CHARACTER THAN THAT WHICH PREDICTION ASSIGNED TO HIM; AND THE RESULT OF THIS AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE FACTS OF HIS COURSE AND THE SCRIPTURES OF THE CREATOR SHOULD BE THE RESTORATION OF BELIEF IN THEM FROM THAT PREJUDICE WHICH HAS, BY CONTRIBUTING TO DIVERSITY OF OPINION, EITHER THROWN DOUBT UPON, OR LED TO A DENIAL OF, A CONSIDERABLE PART OF THEM AND NOW WE GO FURTHER AND BUILD UP THE SUPERSTRUCTURE OF THOSE KINDRED EVENTS OUT OF THE SCRIPTURES OF THE CREATOR WHICH WERE PREDICTED AND DESTINED TO HAPPEN AFTER CHRIST. FOR THE DISPENSATION WOULD NOT BE FOUND COMPLETE, IF HE HAD NOT COME AFTER WHOM IT HAD TO RUN ON ITS COURSE. LOOK AT ALL NATIONS FROM THE VORTEX OF HUMAN ERROR EMERGING OUT OF IT UP TO THE DIVINE CREATOR, THE DIVINE CHRIST, AND DENY HIM TO BE THE OBJECT OF PROPHECY, IF YOU DARE. AT ONCE THERE WILL OCCUR TO YOU THE FATHER'S PROMISE IN THE PSALMS: "THOU ART MY SON, THIS DAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN THEE. ASK OF ME, AND I SHALL GIVE THEE THE HEATHEN FOR THINE INHERITANCE, AND THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE EARTH FOR THY POS SESSION." YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO PUT IN A CLAIM FOR SOME SON OF DAVID BEING HERE MEANT, RATHER THAN CHRIST; OR FOR THE ENDS OF THE EARTH BEING PROMISED TO DAVID, WHOSE KINGDOM WAS CONFINED TO THE JEWISH NATION SIMPLY, RATHER THAN TO CHRIST, WHO NOW EMBRACES THE WHOLE WORLD IN THE FAITH OF HIS GOSPEL. SO AGAIN HE SAYS BY ISAIAH: "I HAVE GIVEN THEE FOR A DISPENSATION OF THE PEOPLE, FOR A LIGHT OF THE GENTILES, TO OPEN THE EYES OF THE BLIND," THAT IS, THOSE THAT BE IN ERROR, "TO BRING OUT THE PRISONERS FROM THE PRISON," THAT IS, TO FREE THEM FROM SIN, "AND FROM THE PRISON-HOUSE," THAT IS, OF DEATH, "THOSE THAT SIT IN DARKNESS"--EVEN THAT OF IGNORANCE. IF THESE THINGS ARE ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH CHRIST, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN DESIGNED IN PROPHECY FOR ANY OTHER THAN HIM THROUGH WHOM THEY HAVE THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENT. IN ANOTHER PASSAGE HE ALSO SAYS: "BEHOLD, I HAVE SET HIM AS A TESTIMONY TO THE NATIONS, A PRINCE AND COMMANDER TO THE NATIONS; NATIONS WHICH KNOW THEE NOT SHALL INVOKE THEE, AND PEOPLES SHALL RUN TOGETHER UNTO THEE." YOU WILL NOT INTERPRET THESE WORDS OF DAVID, BECAUSE HE PREVIOUSLY SAID, "I WILL MAKE AN EVERLASTING COVENANT WITH YOU, EVEN THE SURE MERCIES OF DAVID." INDEED, YOU WILL BE OBLIGED FROM THESE WORDS ALL THE MORE TO UNDERSTAND THAT CHRIST IS RECKONED TO SPRING FROM DAVID BY CARNAL DESCENT, BY REASON OF HIS BIRTH OF THE VIRGIN MARY. TOUCHING THIS PROMISE OF HIM, THERE IS THE OATH TO DAVID IN THE PSALM, "OF THE FRUIT OF THY BODY WILL I SET UPON THY THRONE." WHAT BODY IS MEANT? DAVID'S OWN? CERTAINLY NOT. FOR DAVID WAS NOT TO GIVE BIRTH TO A SON. NOR HIS WIFE'S EITHER. FOR INSTEAD OF SAYING, "OF THE FRUIT OF THY BODY," HE WOULD THEN HAVE RATHER SAID, "OF THE FRUIT OF THY WIFE'S BODY." BUT BY MENTIONING HIS BODY, IT FOLLOWS THAT HE POINTED TO SOME ONE OF HIS, RACE OF WHOSE BODY THE FLESH OF CHRIST WAS TO BE THE FRUIT, WHICH BLOOMED FORTH FROM MARY'S WOMB. HE NAMED THE FRUIT OF THE BODY (WOMB) ALONE, BECAUSE IT WAS PECULIARLY FRUIT OF THE WOMB, OF THE WOMB ONLY IN FACT, AND NOT OF THE HUSBAND ALSO; AND HE REFERS THE WOMB (BODY) TO DAVID, AS TO THE CHIEF OF THE RACE AND FATHER OF THE FAMILY. BECAUSE IT COULD NOT CONSIST WITH A VIRGIN'S CONDITION TO CONSORT HER WITH A HUSBAND, HE THEREFORE ATTRIBUTED THE BODY (WOMB) TO THE FATHER. THAT NEW DISPENSATION, THEN, WHICH IS FOUND IN CHRIST NOW, WILL PROVE TO BE WHAT THE CREATOR THEN PROMISED UNDER THE APPELLATION OF "THE SURE MERCIES OF DAVID," WHICH WERE CHRIST'S, INASMUCH AS CHRIST SPRANG FROM DAVID, OR RATHER HIS VERY FLESH ITSELF WAS DAVID'S "SURE MERCIES," CONSECRATED BY RELIGION, AND "SURE" AFTER ITS RESURRECTION. ACCORDINGLY, THE PROPHET NATHAN, IN THE FIRST OF KINGS, MAKES A PROMISE TO DAVID FOR HIS SEED, "WHICH SHALL PROCEED," SAYS HE, "OUT OF THY BOWELS." NOW, IF YOU EXPLAIN THIS SIMPLY OF SOLOMON, YOU WILL SEND ME INTO A FIT OF LAUGHTER. FOR DAVID WILL EVIDENTLY HAVE BROUGHT FORTH SOLOMON! BUT IS NOT CHRIST HERE DESIGNATED, THE SEED OF DAVID, AS OF THAT WOMB WHICH WAS DERIVED FROM DAVID, THAT IS, MARY'S? NOW, BECAUSE CHRIST RATHER THAN ANY OTHER WAS TO BUILD THE TEMPLE OF GOD, THAT IS TO SAY, A HOLY MANHOOD, WHEREIN GOD'S SPIRIT MIGHT DWELL AS IN A BETTER TEMPLE, CHRIST RATHER THAN DAVID'S SON SOLOMON WAS TO BE LOOKED FOR AS THE SON OF GOD. THEN, AGAIN, THE THRONE FOR EVER WITH THE KINGDOM FOR EVER IS MORE SUITED TO CHRIST THAN TO SOLOMON, A MERE TEMPORAL KING. FROM CHRIST, TOO, GOD'S MERCY DID NOT DEPART, WHEREAS ON SOLOMON EVEN GOD'S ANGER ALIGHTED, AFTER HIS LUXURY AND IDOLATRY. FOR SATAN STIRRED UP AN EDOMITE AS AN ENEMY AGAINST HIM. SINCE, THEREFORE, NOTHING OF THESE THINGS IS COMPATIBLE WITH SOLOMON, BUT ONLY WITH CHRIST, THE METHOD OF OUR INTERPRETATIONS WILL CERTAINLY BE TRUE; AND THE VERY ISSUE OF THE FACTS SHOWS THAT THEY WERE CLEARLY PREDICTED OF CHRIST. AND SO, IN HIM WE SHALL HAVE "THE SURE MERCIES OF DAVID." HIM, NOT DAVID, HAS GOD APPOINTED FOR A TESTIMONY TO THE NATIONS; HIM, FOR A PRINCE AND COMMANDER TO THE NATIONS, NOT DAVID, WHO RULED OVER ISRAEL ALONE. IT IS CHRIST WHOM ALL NATIONS NOW INVOKE, WHICH KNEW HIM NOT; CHRIST TO WHOM ALL RACES NOW BETAKE THEMSELVES, WHOM THEY WERE IGNORANT OF BEFORE. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THAT SHOULD BE SAID TO BE FUTURE, WHICH YOU SEE (DAILY) COMING TO PASS. 
CHAP. XXI.--THE CALL OF THE GENTILES UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE GOSPEL FORETOLD. 
SO, YOU CANNOT GET OUT OF THIS NOTION OF YOURS A BASIS FOR YOUR DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO CHRISTS, AS IF THE JEWISH CHRIST WERE ORDAINED BY THE CREATOR FOR THE RESTORATION OF THE PEOPLE ALONE FROM ITS DISPERSION, WHILST YOURS WAS APPOINTED BY THE SUPREMELY GOOD GOD FOR THE LIBERATION OF THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE. BECAUSE, AFTER ALL, THE EARLIEST CHRISTIANS ARE FOUND ON THE SIDE OF THE CREATOR, NOT OF MARCION, ALL NATIONS BEING CALLED TO HIS KINGDOM, FROM THE FACT THAT GOD SET UP THAT KINGDOM FROM THE TREE (OF THE CROSS), WHEN NO CERDON WAS YET BORN, MUCH LESS A MARCION. HOWEVER, WHEN YOU ARE REFUTED ON THE CALL OF THE NATIONS, YOU BETAKE YOURSELF TO PROSELYTES. YOU ASK, WHO AMONG THE NATIONS CAN TURN TO THE CREATOR, WHEN THOSE WHOM THE PROPHET NAMES ARE PROSELYTES OF INDIVIDUALLY DIFFERENT AND PRIVATE CONDITION? "BEHOLD," SAYS ISAIAH, "THE PROSELYTES SHALL COME UNTO ME THROUGH--THEE," SHOWING THAT THEY WERE EVEN PROSELYTES WHO WERE TO FIND THEIR WAY TO GOD THROUGH CHRIST. BUT NATIONS (GENTILES) ALSO, LIKE OURSELVES, HAD LIKEWISE THEIR MENTION (BY THE PROPHET) AS TRUSTING IN CHRIST. "AND IN HIS NAME," SAYS HE, "SHALL THE GENTILES TRUST." BESIDES, THE PROSELYTES WHOM YOU SUBSTITUTE FOR THE NATIONS IN PROPHECY, ARE NOT IN THE HABIT OF TRUSTING IN CHRIST'S NAME, BUT IN THE DISPENSATION OF MOSES, FROM WHOM COMES THEIR INSTRUCTION. BUT IT WAS IN THE LAST DAYS THAT THE CHOICE OF THE NATIONS HAD ITS COMMENCEMENT. IN THESE VERY WORDS ISAIAH SAYS: "AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THE LAST DAYS, THAT THE MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD," THAT IS, GOD'S EMINENCE, "AND THE HOUSE OF GOD," THAT IS, CHRIST, THE CATHOLIC TEMPLE OF GOD, IN WHICH GOD IS WORSHIPPED, "SHALL BE ESTABLISHED UPON THE MOUNTAINS," OVER ALL THE EMINENCES OF VIRTUES AND POWERS; "AND ALL NATIONS SHALL COME UNTO IT; AND MANY PEOPLE SHALL GO AND SAY, COME YE, AND LET US GO UP TO THE MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD, AND TO THE HOUSE OF THE GOD OF JACOB; AND HE WILL TEACH US HIS WAY, AND WE WILL WALK IN IT: FOR OUT OF SION SHALL GO FORTH THE LAW, AND THE WORD OF THE LORD FROM JERUSALEM." THE GOSPEL WILL BE THIS "WAY," OF THE NEW LAW AND THE NEW WORD IN CHRIST, NO LONGER IN MOSES. "AND HE SHALL JUDGE AMONG THE NATIONS," EVEN CONCERNING THEIR ERROR. "AND THESE SHALL REBUKE A LARGE NATION," THAT OF THE JEWS THEMSELVES AND THEIR PROSELYTES. "AND THEY SHALL BEAT THEIR SWORDS INTO PLOUGHSHARES, AND THEIR SPEARS INTO PRUNING-HOOKS;" IN OTHER WORDS, THEY SHALL CHANGE INTO PURSUITS OF MODERATION AND PEACE THE DISPOSITIONS OF INJURIOUS MINDS, AND HOSTILE TONGUES, AND ALL KINDS OF EVIL, AND BLASPHEMY. "NATION SHALL NOT LIFT UP SWORD AGAINST NATION," SHALL NOT STIR UP DISCORD. "NEITHER SHALL THEY LEARN WAR ANY MORE," THAT IS, THE PROVOCATION OF HOSTILITIES; SO THAT YOU HERE LEARN THAT CHRIST IS PROMISED NOT AS POWERFUL IN WAR, BUT PURSUING PEACE. NOW YOU MUST DENY EITHER THAT THESE THINGS WERE PREDICTED, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE PLAINLY SEEN, OR THAT THEY HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED, ALTHOUGH YOU READ OF THEM; ELSE, IF YOU CANNOT DENY EITHER ONE FACT OR THE OTHER, THEY MUST HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED IN HIM OF WHOM THEY WERE PREDICTED. FOR LOOK AT THE ENTIRE COURSE OF HIS CALL UP TO THE PRESENT TIME FROM ITS BEGINNING, HOW IT IS ADDRESSED TO THE NATIONS (GENTILES) WHO ARE IN THESE LAST DAYS APPROACHING TO GOD THE CREATOR, AND NOT TO PROSELYTES, WHOSE ELECTION WAS RATHER AN EVENT OF THE EARLIEST DAYS. VERILY THE APOSTLES HAVE ANNULLED THAT BELIEF OF YOURS. 
CHAP. XXII.--THE SUCCESS OF THE APOSTLES, AND THEIR SUFFERINGS IN THE CAUSE OF THE GOSPEL, FORETOLD. 
YOU HAVE THE WORK OF THE APOSTLES ALSO PREDICTED: "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THEM WHICH PREACH THE GOSPEL OF PEACE, WHICH BRING GOOD TIDINGS OF GOOD," NOT OF WAR NOR EVIL TIDINGS. IN RESPONSE TO WHICH IS THE PSALM, "THEIR SOUND IS GONE THROUGH ALL THE EARTH, AND THEIR WORDS TO THE ENDS OF THE WORLD;" THAT IS, THE WORDS OF THEM WHO CARRY ROUND ABOUT THE LAW THAT PROCEEDED FROM SION AND THE LORD'S WORD FROM JERUSALEM, IN ORDER THAT THAT MIGHT COME TO PASS WHICH WAS WRITTEN: "THEY WHO WERE FAR FROM MY RIGHTEOUSNESS, HAVE COME NEAR TO MY RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUTH." WHEN THE APOSTLES GIRDED THEIR LOINS FOR THIS BUSINESS, THEY RENOUNCED THE ELDERS AND RULERS AND PRIESTS OF THE JEWS. WELL, SAYS HE, BUT WAS IT NOT ABOVE ALL THINGS THAT THEY MIGHT PREACH THE OTHER GOD? RATHER (THAT THEY MIGHT PREACH) THAT VERY SELF-SAME GOD, WHOSE SCRIPTURE THEY WERE WITH ALL THEIR MIGHT FULFILLING! "DEPART YE, DEPART YE," EXCLAIMS ISAIAH; "GO YE OUT FROM THENCE, AND TOUCH NOT THE UNCLEAN THING," THAT IS BLASPHEMY AGAINST CHRIST; "GO YE OUT OF THE MIDST OF HER," EVEN OF THE SYNAGOGUE" BE YE SEPARATE WHO BEAR THE VESSELS OF THE LORD." FOR ALREADY HAD THE LORD, ACCORDING TO THE PRECEDING WORDS (OF THE PROPHET), REVEALED HIS HOLY ONE WITH HIS ARM, THAT IS TO SAY, CHRIST BY HIS MIGHTY POWER, IN THE EYES OF THE NATIONS, SO THAT ALL THE NATIONS AND THE UTMOST PARTS OF THE EARTH HAVE SEEN THE SALVATION, WHICH WAS FROM GOD. BY THUS DEPARTING FROM JUDAISM ITSELF, WHEN THEY EXCHANGED THE OBLIGATIONS AND BURDENS OF THE LAW FOR THE LIBERTY OF THE GOSPEL, THEY WERE FULFILLING THE PSALM, "LET US BURST THEIR BONDS ASUNDER, AND CAST AWAY THEIR YOKE FROM US;" AND THIS INDEED (THEY DID) AFTER THAT "THE HEATHEN RAGED, AND THE PEOPLE IMAGINED VAIN DEVICES;" AFTER THAT "THE KINGS OF THE EARTH SET THEMSELVES, AND THE RULERS TOOK THEIR COUNSEL TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD, AND AGAINST HIS CHRIST." WHAT DID THE APOSTLES THEREUPON SUFFER? YOU ANSWER: EVERY SORT OF INIQUITOUS PERSECUTIONS, FROM MEN THAT BELONGED INDEED TO THAT CREATOR WHO WAS THE ADVERSARY OF HIM WHOM THEY WERE PREACHING. THEN WHY DOES THE CREATOR, IF AN ADVERSARY OF CHRIST, NOT ONLY PREDICT THAT THE APOSTLES SHOULD INCUR THIS SUFFERING, BUT EVEN EXPRESS HIS DISPLEASURE THEREAT? FOR HE OUGHT NEITHER TO PREDICT THE COURSE OF THE OTHER GOD, WHOM, AS YOU CONTEND, HE KNEW NOT, NOR TO HAVE EXPRESSED DISPLEASURE AT THAT WHICH HE HAD TAKEN CARE TO BRING ABOUT. "SEE HOW THE RIGHTEOUS PERISHETH, AND NO MAN LAYETH IT TO HEART; AND HOW MERCIFUL MEN ARE TAKEN AWAY, AND NO MAN CONSIDERETH. FOR THE RIGHTEOUS MAN HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM THE EVIL PERSON." WHO IS THIS BUT CHRIST? "COME, SAY THEY, LET US TAKE AWAY THE RIGHTEOUS, BECAUSE HE IS NOT FOR OUR TURN, (AND HE IS CLEAN CONTRARY TO OUR DOINGS)." PREMISING, THEREFORE, AND LIKEWISE SUBJOINING THE FACT THAT CHRIST SUFFERED, HE FORETOLD THAT HIS JUST ONES SHOULD SUFFER EQUALLY WITH HIM--BOTH THE APOSTLES AND ALL THE FAITHFUL IN SUCCESSION; AND HE SIGNED THEM WITH THAT VERY SEAL OF WHICH EZEKIEL SPOKE: "THE LORD SAID UNTO ME, GO THROUGH THE GATE, THROUGH THE MIDST OF JERUSALEM, AND SET THE MARK TAU UPON THE FOREHEADS OF THE MEN." NOW THE GREEK LETTER TAU AND OUR OWN LETTER T IS THE VERY FORM OF THE CROSS, WHICH HE PREDICTED WOULD BE THE SIGN ON OUR FOREHEADS IN THE TRUE CATHOLIC JERUSALEM, IN WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE TWENTY-FIRST PSALM, THE BRETHREN OF CHRIST OR CHILDREN OF GOD WOULD ASCRIBE GLORY TO GOD THE FATHER, IN THE PERSON OF CHRIST HIMSELF ADDRESSING HIS FATHER; "I WILL DECLARE THY NAME UNTO MY BRETHREN; IN THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION WILL I SING PRAISE UNTO THEE." FOR THAT WHICH HAD TO COME TO PASS IN OUR DAY IN HIS NAME, AND BY HIS SPIRIT, HE RIGHTLY FORETOLD WOULD BE OF HIM. AND A LITTLE AFTERWARDS HE SAYS: "MY PRAISE SHALL BE OF THEE IN THE GREAT CONGREGATION." IN THE SIXTY-SEVENTH PSALM HE SAYS AGAIN: "IN THE CONGREGATIONS BLESS YE THE LORD GOD." SO THAT WITH THIS AGREES ALSO THE PROPHECY OF MALACHI: "I HAVE NO PLEASURE IN YOU, SAITH THE LORD; NEITHER WILL I ACCEPT YOUR OFFERINGS: FOR FROM THE RISING OF THE SUN, EVEN UNTO THE GOING DOWN OF THE SAME, MY NAME SHALL BE GREAT AMONG THE GENTILES; AND IN EVERY PLACE SACRIFICE SHALL BE OFFERED UNTO MY NAME, AND A PURE OFFERING"--SUCH AS THE ASCRIPTION OF GLORY, AND BLESSING, AND PRAISE, AND HYMNS. NOW, INASMUCH AS ALL THESE THINGS ARE ALSO FOUND AMONGST YOU, AND THE SIGN UPON THE FOREHEAD, AND THE SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH, AND THE OFFERINGS OF THE PURE SACRIFICE, YOU OUGHT NOW TO BURST FORTH, AND DECLARE THAT THE SPIRIT OF THE CREATOR PROPHESIED OF YOUR CHRIST. 
CHAP. XXIII.--THE DISPERSION OF THE JEWS, AND THEIR DESOLATE CONDITION FOR REJECTING CHRIST, FORETOLD. 
NOW, SINCE YOU JOIN THE JEWS IN DENYING THAT THEIR CHRIST HAS COME, RECOLLECT ALSO WHAT IS THAT END WHICH THEY WERE PREDICTED AS ABOUT TO BRING ON THEMSELVES AFTER THE TIME OF CHRIST, FOR THE IMPIETY WHEREWITH THEY BOTH REJECTED AND SLEW HIM. FOR IT BEGAN TO COME TO PASS FROM THAT DAY, WHEN, ACCORDING TO ISAIAH, "A MAN THREW AWAY HIS IDOLS OF GOLD AND OF SILVER, WHICH THEY MADE INTO USELESS AND HURTFUL OBJECTS OF WORSHIP;" IN OTHER WORDS, FROM THE TIME WHEN HE THREW AWAY HIS IDOLS AFTER THE TRUTH HAD BEEN MADE CLEAR BY CHRIST. CONSIDER WHETHER WHAT FOLLOWS IN THE PROPHET HAS NOT RECEIVED ITS FULFILMENT: "THE LORD OF HOSTS HATH TAKEN AWAY FROM JUDAH AND FROM JERUSALEM, AMONGST OTHER THINGS, BOTH THE PROPHET AND THE WISE ARTIFICER;" THAT IS, HIS HOLY SPIRIT, WHO BUILDS THE CHURCH, WHICH IS INDEED THE TEMPLE, AND HOUSEHOLD AND CITY OF GOD. FOR THENCEFORTH GOD'S GRACE FAILED AMONGST THEM; AND "THE CLOUDS WERE COMMANDED TO RAIN NO RAIN UPON THE VINEYARD" OF SORECH; TO WITHHOLD, THAT IS, THE GRACES OF HEAVEN, THAT THEY SHED NO BLESSING UPON "THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL," WHICH HAD BUT PRODUCED "THE THORNS" WHEREWITH IT HAD CROWNED THE LORD, AND "INSTEAD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THE CRY" WHEREWITH IT HAD HURRIED HIM AWAY TO THE CROSS. AND SO, IN THIS MANNER THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS WERE UNTIL JOHN, BUT THE CLEWS OF DIVINE GRACE WERE WITHDRAWN FROM THE NATION. AFTER HIS TIME THEIR MADNESS STILL CONTINUED, AND THE NAME OF THE LORD WAS BLASPHEMED BY THEM, AS SAITH THE SCRIPTURE: "BECAUSE OF YOU MY NAME IS CONTINUALLY BLASPHEMED AMONGST THE NATIONS" (FOR FROM THEM DID THE BLASPHEMY ORIGINATE); NEITHER IN THE INTERVAL FROM TIBERIUS TO VESPASIAN DID THEY LEARN REPENTANCE. THEREFORE "HAS THEIR LAND BECOME DESOLATE, THEIR CITIES ARE BURNT WITH FIRE, THEIR COUNTRY STRANGERS ARE DEVOURING BEFORE THEIR OWN EYES; THE DAUGHTER OF SION HAS BEEN DESERTED LIKE A COTTAGE IN A VINEYARD, OR A LODGE IN A GARDEN OF CUCUMBERS," EVER SINCE THE TIME WHEN "ISRAEL ACKNOWLEDGED NOT THE LORD, AND THE PEOPLE UNDERSTOOD HIM NOT, BUT FORSOOK HIM, AND PROVOKED THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL UNTO ANGER." SO LIKEWISE, THAT CONDITIONAL THREAT OF THE SWORD, "IF YE REFUSE AND HEAR ME NOT, THE SWORD SHALL DEVOUR YOU," HAS PROVED THAT IT WAS CHRIST, FOR REBELLION AGAINST WHOM THEY HAVE PERISHED. IN THE FIFTY-EIGHTH PSALM HE DEMANDS OF THE FATHER THEIR DISPERSION: "SCATTER THEM IN THY POWER." BY ISAIAH HE ALSO SAYS, AS HE FINISHES A PROPHECY OF THEIR CONSUMPTION BY FIRE: "BECAUSE OF ME HAS THIS HAPPENED TO YOU; YE SHALL LIE DOWN IN SORROW." BUT ALL THIS WOULD BE UNMEANING ENOUGH, IF THEY SUFFERED THIS RETRIBUTION NOT ON ACCOUNT OF HIM, WHO HAD IN PROPHECY ASSIGNED THEIR SUFFERING TO HIS OWN CAUSE, BUT FOR THE SAKE OF THE CHRIST OF THE OTHER GOD. WELL, THEN, ALTHOUGH YOU AFFIRM THAT IT IS THE CHRIST OF THE OTHER GOD WHO WAS DRIVEN TO THE CROSS BY THE POWERS AND AUTHORITIES OF THE CREATOR, AS IT WERE BY HOSTILE BEINGS, STILL I HAVE TO SAY, SEE HOW MANIFESTLY HE WAS DEFENDED BY THE CREATOR: THERE WERE GIVEN TO HIM BOTH "THE WICKED FOR HIS BURIAL," EVEN THOSE WHO HAD STRENUOUSLY MAINTAINED THAT HIS CORPSE HAD BEEN STOLEN, "AND THE RICH FOR HIS DEATH," EVEN THOSE WHO HAD REDEEMED HIM FROM THE TREACHERY OF JUDAS, AS WELL AS FROM THE LYING REPORT OF THE SOLDIERS THAT HIS BODY HAD BEEN TAKEN AWAY. THEREFORE THESE THINGS EITHER DID NOT HAPPEN TO THE JEWS ON HIS ACCOUNT, IN WHICH CASE YOU WILL BE REFUTED BY THE SENSE OF THE SCRIPTURES TALLYING WITH THE ISSUE OF THE FACTS AND THE ORDER OF THE TIMES, OR ELSE THEY DID HAPPEN ON HIS ACCOUNT, AND THEN THE CREATOR COULD NOT HAVE INFLICTED THE VENGEANCE EXCEPT FOR HIS OWN CHRIST; NAY, HE MUST HAVE RATHER HAD A REWARD FOR JUDAS, IF IT HAD BEEN HIS MASTER'S ENEMY WHOM THEY PUT TO DEATH. AT ALL EVENTS, IF THE CREATOR'S CHRIST HAS NOT COME YET, ON WHOSE ACCOUNT THE PROPHECY DOOMS THEM TO SUCH SUFFERINGS, THEY WILL HAVE TO ENDURE THE SUFFERINGS WHEN HE SHALL HAVE COME. THEN WHERE WILL THERE BE A DAUGHTER OF SION TO BE REDUCED TO DESOLATION, FOR THERE IS NONE NOW TO BE FOUND? WHERE WILL THERE BE CITIES TO BE BURNT WITH FIRE, FOR THEY ARE NOW IN HEAPS? WHERE A NATION TO BE DISPERSED, WHICH IS ALREADY IN BANISHMENT? RESTORE TO JUDAEA ITS FORMER STATE, THAT THE CREATOR'S CHRIST MAY FIND IT, AND THEN YOU MAY CONTEND THAT ANOTHER CHRIST HAS COME. BUT THEN, AGAIN, HOW IS IT THAT HE CAN HAVE PERMITTED TO RANGE THROUGH HIS OWN HEAVEN ONE WHOM HE WAS SOME DAY TO PUT TO DEATH ON HIS OWN EARTH, AFTER THE MORE NOBLE AND GLORIOUS REGION OF HIS KINGDOM HAD BEEN VIOLATED, AND HIS OWN VERY PALACE AND SUBLIMEST HEIGHT HAD BEEN TRODDEN BY HIM? OR WAS IT ONLY IN APPEARANCE RATHER THAT HE DID THIS? GOD IS NO DOUBT A JEALOUS GOD! YET HE GAINED THE VICTORY. YOU SHOULD BLUSH WITH SHAME, WHO PUT YOUR FAITH IN A VANQUISHED GOD! WHAT HAVE YOU TO HOPE FOR FROM HIM, WHO WAS NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO PROTECT HIMSELF? FOR IT WAS EITHER THROUGH HIS INFIRMITY THAT HE WAS CRUSHED BY THE POWERS AND HUMAN AGENTS OF THE CREATOR, OR ELSE THROUGH MALICIOUSNESS, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT FASTEN SO GREAT A STIGMA ON THEM BY HIS ENDURANCE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS. 
CHAP. XXV.--CHRIST'S MILLENNIAL AND HEAVENLY GLORY IN COMPANY WITH HIS SAINTS. 
YES, CERTAINLY, YOU SAY, I DO HOPE FROM HIM THAT WHICH AMOUNTS IN ITSELF TO A PROOF OF THE DIVERSITY (OF CHRISTS), GOD'S KINGDOM IN AN EVERLASTING AND HEAVENLY POSSESSION. BESIDES, YOUR CHRIST PROMISES TO THE JEWS THEIR PRIMITIVE CONDITION, WITH THE RECOVERY OF THEIR COUNTRY; AND AFTER THIS LIFE'S COURSE IS OVER, REPOSE IN HADES IN ABRAHAM'S BOSOM. OH, MOST EXCELLENT GOD, WHEN HE RESTORES IN AMNESTY WHAT HE TOOK AWAY IN WRATH! OH, WHAT A GOD IS YOURS, WHO BOTH WOUNDS AND HEALS, CREATES EVIL AND MAKES PEACE! OH, WHAT A GOD, THAT IS MERCIFUL EVEN DOWN TO HADES! I SHALL HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY ABOUT ABRAHAM'S BOSOM IN THE PROPER PLACE. AS FOR THE RESTORATION OF JUDAEA, HOWEVER, WHICH EVEN THE JEWS THEMSELVES, INDUCED BY THE NAMES OF PLACES AND COUNTRIES, HOPE FOR JUST AS IT IS DESCRIBED, IT WOULD BE TEDIOUS TO STATE AT LENGTH HOW THE FIGURATIVE INTERPRETATION IS SPIRITUALLY APPLICABLE TO CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH, AND TO THE CHARACTER AND FRUITS THEREOF; BESIDES, THE SUBJECT HAS BEEN REGULARLY TREATED IN ANOTHER WORK, WHICH WE ENTITLE DE SPE FIDELIUM. AT PRESENT, TOO, IT WOULD BE SUPERFLUOUS FOR THIS REASON, THAT OUR INQUIRY RELATES TO WHAT IS PROMISED IN HEAVEN, NOT ON EARTH. BUT WE DO CONFESS THAT A KINGDOM IS PROMISED TO US UPON THE EARTH, ALTHOUGH BEFORE HEAVEN, ONLY IN ANOTHER STATE OF EXISTENCE; INASMUCH AS IT WILL BE AFTER THE RESURRECTION FOR A THOUSAND YEARS IN THE DIVINELY-BUILT CITY OF JERUSALEM, "LET DOWN FROM HEAVEN," WHICH THE APOSTLE ALSO CALLS "OUR MOTHER FROM ABOVE;" AND, WHILE DECLARING THAT OUR POLITEUMA, OR CITIZENSHIP, IS IN HEAVEN, HE PREDICATES OF IT THAT IT IS REALLY A CITY IN HEAVEN. THIS BOTH EZEKIEL HAD KNOWLEDGE OF AND THE APOSTLE JOHN BEHELD. AND THE WORD OF THE NEW PROPHECY WHICH IS A PART OF OUR BELIEF, ATTESTS HOW IT FORETOLD THAT THERE WOULD BE FOR A SIGN A PICTURE OF THIS VERY CITY EXHIBITED. TO VIEW PREVIOUS TO ITS MANIFESTATION. THIS PROPHECY, INDEED, HAS BEEN VERY LATELY FULFILLED IN AN EXPEDITION TO THE EAST. FOR IT IS EVIDENT FROM THE TESTIMONY OF EVEN HEATHEN WITNESSES, THAT IN JUDAEA THERE WAS SUSPENDED IN THE SKY A CITY, EARLY EVERY MORNING FOR FORTY DAYS. AS THE DAY ADVANCED, THE ENTIRE FIGURE OF ITS WALLS WOULD WANE GRADUALLY, AND SOMETIMES IT WOULD VANISH INSTANTLY. WE SAY THAT THIS CITY HAS BEEN PROVIDED BY GOD FOR RECEIVING THE SAINTS ON THEIR RESURRECTION, AND REFRESHING THEM WITH THE ABUNDANCE OF ALL REALLY SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS, AS A RECOMPENSE FOR THOSE WHICH IN THE WORLD WE HAVE EITHER DESPISED OR LOST; SINCE IT IS BOTH JUST AND GOD-WORTHY THAT HIS SERVANTS SHOULD HAVE THEIR JOY IN THE PLACE WHERE THEY HAVE ALSO SUFFERED AFFLICTION FOR HIS NAME'S SAKE. OF THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM THIS IS THE PROCESS. AFTER ITS THOUSAND YEARS ARE OVER, WITHIN WHICH PERIOD IS COMPLETED THE RESURRECTION OF THE SAINTS, WHO RISE SOONER OR LATER ACCORDING TO THEIR DESERTS THERE WILL ENSUE THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WORLD AND THE CONFLAGRATION OF ALL THINGS AT THE JUDGMENT: WE SHALL THEN BE CHANGED IN A MOMENT INTO THE SUBSTANCE OF ANGELS, EVEN BY THE INVESTITURE OF AN INCORRUPTIBLE NATURE, AND SO BE REMOVED TO THAT KINGDOM IN HEAVEN OF WHICH WE HAVE NOW BEEN TREATING, JUST AS IF IT HAD NOT BEEN PREDICTED BY THE CREATOR, AND AS IF IT WERE PROVING CHRIST TO BELONG TO THE OTHER GOD AND AS IF HE WERE THE FIRST AND SOLE REVEALER OF IT. BUT NOW LEARN THAT IT HAS BEEN, IN FACT, PREDICTED BY THE CREATOR, AND THAT EVEN WITHOUT PREDICTION IT HAS A CLAIM UPON OUR FAITH IN RESPECT OF THE CREATOR. WHAT APPEARS TO BE PROBABLE TO YOU, WHEN ABRAHAM'S SEED, AFTER THE PRIMAL PROMISE OF BEING LIKE THE SAND OF THE SEA FOR MULTITUDE, IS DESTINED LIKEWISE. TO AN EQUALITY WITH THE STARS OF HEAVEN--ARE NOT THESE THE INDICATIONS BOTH OF AN EARTHLY AND A HEAVENLY DISPENSATION? WHEN ISAAC, IN BLESSING HIS SON JACOB, SAYS, "GOD GIVE THEE OF THE DEW OF HEAVEN, AND THE FATNESS OF THE EARTH," ARE THERE NOT IN HIS, WORDS EXAMPLES OF BOTH KINDS OF BLESSING? INDEED, THE VERY FORM OF THE BLESSING IS IN THIS INSTANCE WORTHY OF NOTICE. FOR IN RELATION TO JACOB, WHO IS THE TYPE OF THE LATER AND MORE EXCELLENT PEOPLE, THAT IS TO SAY OURSELVES, FIRST COMES THE PROMISE OF THE HEAVENLY DEW, AND AFTERWARDS THAT ABOUT THE FATNESS OF THE EARTH. SO ARE WE FIRST INVITED TO HEAVENLY BLESSINGS WHEN WE ARE SEPARATED FROM THE WORLD, AND AFTERWARDS WE THUS FIND OURSELVES IN THE WAY OF OBTAINING ALSO, EARTHLY BLESSINGS AND YOUR OWN GOSPEL LIKEWISE HAS IT IN THIS WISE: "SEEK YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND THESE THINGS SHALL BE ADDED UNTO YOU." BUT TO ESAU THE BLESSING PROMISED IS AN EARTHLY ONE, WHICH HE SUPPLEMENTS WITH A HEAVENLY, AFTER THE FATNESS OF THE EARTH, SAYING, "THY DWELLING SHALL BE ALSO OF THE DEW OF HEAVEN." FOR THE DISPENSATION OF THE JEWS (WHO WERE IN ESAU, THE PRIOR OF THE SONS IN BIRTH, BUT THE LATER IN AFFECTION) AT FIRST WAS IMBUED WITH EARTHLY BLESSINGS THROUGH THE LAW, AND AFTERWARDS BROUGHT ROUND TO HEAVENLY ONES THROUGH THE GOSPEL BY FAITH. WHEN JACOB SEES IN HIS DREAM THE STEPS OF A LADDER SET UPON THE EARTH, AND REACHING TO HEAVEN, WITH ANGELS ASCENDING AND DESCENDING THEREON, AND THE LORD STANDING ABOVE, WE SHALL WITHOUT HESITATION VENTURE TO SUPPOSE, THAT BY THIS LADDER THE LORD HAS IN JUDGMENT APPOINTED THAT THE WAY TO HEAVEN IS SHOWN TO MEN, WHEREBY SOME MAY ATTAIN TO IT, AND OTHERS FALL THEREFROM. FOR WHY, AS SOON AS HE AWOKE OUT OF HIS SLEEP, AND SHOOK THROUGH A DREAD OF THE SPOT, DOES HE FALL TO AN INTERPRETATION OF HIS DREAM? HE EXCLAIMS, "HOW TERRIBLE IS THIS PLACE!" AND THEN ADDS, "THIS IS NONE OTHER THAN THE HOUSE OF GOD; THIS IS THE GATE OF HEAVEN!" FOR HE HAD SEEN CHRIST THE LORD, THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND ALSO THE GATE BY WHOM HEAVEN IS ENTERED. NOW SURELY, HE WOULD NOT HAVE MENTIONED THE GATE OF HEAVEN, IF HEAVEN IS NOT ENTERED IN THE DISPENSATION OF THE CREATOR. BUT THERE IS NOW A GATE PROVIDED BY CHRIST, WHICH ADMITS AND CONDUCTS TO GLORY. OF THIS AMOS SAYS: "HE BUILDETH HIS ASCENSIONS INTO HEAVEN;" CERTAINLY NOT FOR HIMSELF ALONE, BUT FOR HIS PEOPLE ALSO, WHO WILL BE WITH HIM. "AND THOU SHALL BIND THEM ABOUT THEE," SAYS HE, "LIKE THE ADORNMENT OF A BRIDE." ACCORDINGLY, THE SPIRIT, ADMIRING SUCH AS SOAR UP TO THE CELESTIAL REALMS BY THESE ASCENSIONS, SAYS, "THEY FLY, AS IF THEY WERE KITES; THEY FLY AS CLOUDS, AND AS YOUNG DOVES, UNTO ME"--THAT IS, SIMPLY LIKE A DOVE. FOR WE SHALL, ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE, BE CAUGHT UP INTO THE CLOUDS TO MEET THE LORD (EVEN THE SON OF MAN, WHO SHALL COME IN THE CLOUDS, ACCORDING TO DANIEL AND SO SHALL WE EVER BE WITH THE LORD, SO LONG AS HE REMAINS BOTH ON THE EARTH AND IN HEAVEN, WHO, AGAINST SUCH AS ARE THANKLESS FOR BOTH ONE PROMISE AND THE OTHER, CALLS THE ELEMENTS THEMSELVES TO WITNESS: "HEAR, O HEAVEN, AND GIVE EAR, O EARTH." NOW, FOR MY OWN PART INDEED, EVEN THOUGH SCRIPTURE HELD OUT NO HAND OF HEAVENLY HOPE TO ME (AS, IN FACT, IT SO OFTEN DOES), I SHOULD STILL POSSESS A SUFFICIENT PRESUMPTION OF EVEN THIS PROMISE, IN MY PRESENT ENJOYMENT OF THE EARTHLY GIFT; AND I SHOULD LOOK OUT FOR SOMETHING ALSO OF THE HEAVENLY, FROM HIM WHO IS THE GOD OF HEAVEN AS WELL AS OF EARTH. I SHOULD THUS BELIEVE THAT THE CHRIST WHO PROMISES THE HIGHER BLESSINGS IS (THE SON) OF HIM WHO HAD ALSO PROMISED THE LOWER ONES; WHO HAD, MOREOVER, AFFORDED PROOFS OF GREATER GIFTS BY SMALLER ONES; WHO HAD RESERVED FOR HIS CHRIST ALONE THIS REVELATION OF A (PERHAPS) UNHEARD OF KINGDOM, SO THAT, WHILE THE EARTHLY GLORY WAS ANNOUNCED BY HIS SERVANTS, THE HEAVENLY MIGHT HAVE GOD HIMSELF FOR ITS MESSENGER. YOU, HOWEVER, ARGUE FOR ANOTHER CHRIST, FROM THE VERY CIRCUMSTANCE THAT HE PROCLAIMS A NEW KINGDOM. YOU OUGHT FIRST TO BRING FORWARD SOME EXAMPLE OF HIS BENEFICENCE, THAT I MAY HAVE NO GOOD REASON FOR DOUBTING THE CREDIBILITY OF THE GREAT PROMISE, WHICH YOU SAY OUGHT TO BE HOPED FOR; NAY, IT IS BEFORE ALL THINGS NECESSARY THAT YOU SHOULD PROVE THAT A HEAVEN BELONGS TO HIM, WHOM YOU DECLARE TO BE A PROMISER OF HEAVENLY THINGS. AS IT IS, YOU INVITE US TO DINNER, BUT DO NOT POINT OUT YOUR HOUSE; YOU ASSERT A KINGDOM, BUT SHOW US NO ROYAL STATE. CAN IT BE THAT YOUR CHRIST PROMISES A KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, WITHOUT HAVING A HEAVEN; AS HE DISPLAYED HIMSELF MAN, WITHOUT HAVING FLESH? O WHAT A PHANTOM FROM FIRST TO LAST! O HOLLOW PRETENSE OF A MIGHTY PROMISE.
BOOK IV.
IN WHICH TERTULLIAN PURSUES HIS ARGUMENT. JESUS IS THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR. HE DERIVES HIS PROOFS FROM ST. LUKE'S GOSPEL; THAT BEING THE ONLY HISTORICAL PORTION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT PARTIALLY ACCEPTED BY MARCION. THIS BOOK MAY ALSO BE REGARDED AS A COMMENTARY ON ST. LUKE. IT GIVES REMARKABLE PROOF OF TERTULLIAN'S GRASP OF SCRIPTURE, AND PROVES THAT "THE OLD TESTAMENT IS NOT CONTRARY TO THE NEW."  IT ALSO ABOUNDS IN STRIKING EXPOSITIONS OF SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES, EMBRACING PROFOUND VIEWS OF REVELATION, IN CONNECTION WITH THE NATURE OF MAN. 
CHAP. I.--EXAMINATION OF THE ANTITHESES OF MARCION, BRINGING THEM TO THE TEST OF MARCION'S OWN GOSPEL. CERTAIN TRUE ANTITHESES IN THE DISPENSATIONS OF THE OLD AND THE NEW TESTAMENTS.THESE VARIATIONS QUITE COMPATIBLE WITH ONE AND THE SAME GOD, WHO ORDERED THEM. 
EVERY OPINION AND THE WHOLE SCHEME OF THE IMPIOUS AND SACRILEGIOUS MARCION WE NOW BRING TO THE TEST OF THAT VERY GOSPEL WHICH, BY HIS PROCESS OF INTERPOLATION, HE HAS MADE HIS OWN. TO ENCOURAGE A BELIEF OF THIS GOSPEL HE HAS ACTUALLY DEVISED FOR IT A SORT OF DOWER, IN A WORK COMPOSED OF CONTRARY STATEMENTS SET IN OPPOSITION, THENCE ENTITLED ANTITHESES, AND COMPILED WITH A VIEW TO SUCH A SEVERANCE OF THE LAW FROM THE GOSPEL AS SHOULD DIVIDE THE DEITY INTO TWO, NAY, DIVERSE, GODS--ONE FOR EACH INSTRUMENT, OR TESTAMENT AS IT IS MORE USUAL TO CALL IT; THAT BY SUCH MEANS HE MIGHT ALSO PATRONIZE BELIEF IN "THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE ANTITHESES." THESE, HOWEVER, I WOULD HAVE ATTACKED IN SPECIAL COMBAT, HAND TO HAND; THAT IS TO SAY, I WOULD HAVE ENCOUNTERED SINGLY THE SEVERAL DEVICES OF THE PONTIC HERETIC, IF IT WERE NOT MUCH MORE CONVENIENT TO REFUTE THEM IN AND WITH THAT VERY GOSPEL TO WHICH THEY CONTRIBUTE THEIR SUPPORT. ALTHOUGH IT IS SO EASY TO MEET THEM AT ONCE WITH A PEREMPTORY DEMURRER, YET, IN ORDER THAT I MAY BOTH MAKE THEM ADMISSIBLE IN ARGUMENT, AND ACCOUNT THEM VALID EXPRESSIONS OF OPINION, AND EVEN CONTEND THAT THEY MAKE FOR OUR SIDE, THAT SO THERE MAY BE ALL THE REDDER SHAME FOR THE BLINDNESS OF THEIR AUTHOR, WE HAVE NOW DRAWN OUT SOME ANTITHESES OF OUR OWN IN OPPOSITION TO MARCION. AND INDEED, I DO ALLOW THAT ONE ORDER DID RUN ITS COURSE IN THE OLD DISPENSATION UNDER THE CREATOR, AND THAT ANOTHER IS ON ITS WAY IN THE NEW UNDER CHRIST. I DO NOT DENY THAT THERE IS A DIFFERENCE IN THE LANGUAGE OF THEIR DOCUMENTS, IN THEIR PRECEPTS OF VIRTUE, AND IN THEIR TEACHINGS OF THE LAW; BUT YET ALL THIS DIVERSITY IS CONSISTENT WITH ONE AND THE SAME GOD, EVEN HIM BY WHOM IT WAS ARRANGED AND ALSO FORETOLD. LONG AGO DID ISAIAH DECLARE THAT "OUT OF SION SHOULD GO FORTH THE LAW, AND THE WORD OF THE LORD FROM JERUSALEM"--SOME OTHER LAW, THAT IS, AND ANOTHER WORD. IN SHORT, SAYS HE, "HE SHALL JUDGE AMONG THE NATIONS, AND SHALL REBUKE MANY PEOPLE;" MEANING NOT THOSE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE ONLY, BUT OF THE NATIONS WHICH ARE JUDGED BY THE NEW LAW OF THE GOSPEL AND THE NEW WORD OF THE APOSTLES, AND ARE AMONGST THEMSELVES REBUKED OF THEIR OLD ERROR AS SOON AS THEY HAVE BELIEVED. AND AS THE RESULT OF THIS, "THEY BEAT THEIR SWORDS INTO PLOUGHSHARES, AND THEIR SPEARS (WHICH ARE A KIND OF HUNTING INSTRUMENTS) INTO PRUNING-HOOKS;" THAT IS TO SAY, MINDS, WHICH ONCE WERE FIERCE AND CRUEL, ARE CHANGED BY THEM INTO GOOD DISPOSITIONS PRODUCTIVE OF GOOD FRUIT. AND AGAIN: "HEARKEN UNTO ME, HEARKEN UNTO ME, MY PEOPLE, AND YE KINGS, GIVE EAR UNTO ME; FOR A LAW SHALL PROCEED FROM ME, AND MY JUDGMENT FOR A LIGHT TO THE NATIONS;" WHEREFORE HE HAD DETERMINED AND DECREED THAT THE NATIONS ALSO WERE TO BE ENLIGHTENED BY THE LAW AND THE WORD OF THE GOSPEL. THIS WILL BE THAT LAW WHICH (ACCORDING TO DAVID ALSO) IS UNBLAMEABLE, BECAUSE "PERFECT, CONVERTING THE SOUL" FROM IDOLS UNTO GOD. THIS LIKEWISE WILL BE THE WORD CONCERNING WHICH THE SAME ISAIAH SAYS, "FOR THE LORD WILL MAKE A DECISIVE WORD IN THE LAND." BECAUSE THE NEW TESTAMENT IS COMPENDIOUSLY SHORT, AND FREED FROM THE MINUTE AND PERPLEXING BURDENS OF THE LAW. BUT WHY ENLARGE, WHEN THE CREATOR BY THE SAME PROPHET FORETELLS THE RENOVATION MORE MANIFESTLY AND CLEARLY THAN THE LIGHT ITSELF? "REMEMBER NOT THE FORMER THINGS, NEITHER CONSIDER THE THINGS OF OLD" (THE OLD THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY, AND NEW THINGS ARE ARISING). "BEHOLD, I WILL DO NEW THINGS, WHICH SHALL NOW SPRING FORTH." SO, BY JEREMIAH: "BREAK UP FOR YOURSELVES NEW PASTURES, AND SOW NOT AMONG THORNS, AND CIRCUMCISE YOURSELVES IN THE FORESKIN OF YOUR HEART." AND IN ANOTHER PASSAGE: "BEHOLD, THE DAYS COME, SAITH THE LORD, THAT I WILL MAKE A NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF JACOB, AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH; NOT ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT THAT I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS IN THE DAY WHEN I ARRESTED THEIR DISPENSATION, IN ORDER TO BRING THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT." HE THUS SHOWS THAT THE ANCIENT COVENANT IS TEMPORARY ONLY, WHEN HE INDICATES ITS CHANGE; ALSO, WHEN HE PROMISES THAT IT SHALL BE FOLLOWED BY AN ETERNAL ONE. FOR BY ISAIAH HE SAYS: "HEAR ME, AND YE SHALL LIVE; AND I WILL MAKE AN EVERLASTING COVENANT WITH YOU," ADDING "THE SURE MERCIES OF DAVID," IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT SHOW THAT THAT COVENANT WAS TO RUN ITS COURSE IN CHRIST. THAT HE WAS OF THE FAMILY OF DAVID, ACCORDING TO THE GENEALOGY OF MARY, HE DECLARED IN A FIGURATIVE WAY EVEN BY THE ROD WHICH WAS TO PROCEED OUT OF THE STEM OF JESSE. FORASMUCH THEN AS HE SAID, THAT FROM THE CREATOR THERE WOULD COME OTHER LAWS, AND OTHER WORDS, AND NEW DISPENSATIONS OF COVENANTS, INDICATING ALSO THAT THE VERY SACRIFICES WERE TO RECEIVE HIGHER OFFICES, AND THAT AMONGST ALL NATIONS, BY MALACHI WHEN HE SAYS: "I HAVE NO PLEASURE IN YOU, SAITH THE LORD, NEITHER WILL I ACCEPT YOUR SACRIFICES AT YOUR HANDS. FOR FROM THE RISING OF THE SUN, EVEN UNTO THE GOING DOWN OF THE SAME, MY NAME SHALL BE GREAT AMONG THE GENTILES; AND IN EVERY PLACE A SACRIFICE IS OFFERED UNTO MY NAME, EVEN A PURE OFFERING"--MEANING SIMPLE PRAYER FROM A PURE CONSCIENCE,--IT IS OF NECESSITY THAT EVERY CHANGE WHICH COMES AS THE RESULT OF INNOVATION, INTRODUCES A DIVERSITY IN THOSE THINGS OF WHICH THE CHANGE IS MADE, FROM WHICH DIVERSITY ARISES ALSO A CONTRARIETY. FOR AS THERE IS NOTHING, AFTER IT HAS UNDERGONE A CHANGE, WHICH DOES NOT BECOME DIFFERENT, SO THERE IS NOTHING DIFFERENT WHICH IS NOT CONTRARY. OF THAT VERY THING, THEREFORE, THERE WILL BE PREDICATED A CONTRARIETY IN CONSEQUENCE OF ITS DIVERSITY, TO WHICH THERE ACCRUED A CHANGE OF CONDITION AFTER AN INNOVATION. HE WHO BROUGHT ABOUT THE CHANGE, THE SAME INSTITUTED THE DIVERSITY ALSO; HE WHO FORETOLD THE INNOVATION, THE SAME ANNOUNCED BEFOREHAND THE CONTRARIETY LIKEWISE. WHY, IN YOUR INTERPRETATION, DO YOU IMPUTE A DIFFERENCE IN THE STATE OF THINGS TO A DIFFERENCE OF POWERS? WHY DO YOU WREST TO THE CREATOR'S PREJUDICE THOSE EXAMPLES FROM WHICH YOU DRAW YOUR ANTITHESES, WHEN YOU MAY RECOGNIZE THEM ALL IN HIS SENSATIONS AND AFFECTIONS? "I WILL WOUND," HE SAYS, "AND I WILL HEAL;" "I WILL KILL," HE SAYS AGAIN, "AND I WILL MAKE ALIVE"--EVEN THE SAME "WHO CREATETH [MESSIANIC] EVIL AND MAKETH PEACE;" FROM WHICH YOU ARE USED EVEN TO CENSURE HIM WITH THE IMPUTATION OF FICKLENESS AND INCONSTANCY, AS IF HE FORBADE WHAT HE COMMANDED, AND COMMANDED WHAT HE FORBADE. WHY, THEN, HAVE YOU NOT RECKONED UP THE ANTITHESES ALSO WHICH OCCUR IN THE NATURAL WORKS OF THE CREATOR, WHO IS FOR EVER CONTRARY TO HIMSELF? YOU HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE, UNLESS I AM MISINFORMED, TO RECOGNIZE THE FACT, THAT THE WORLD, AT ALL EVENTS, EVEN AMONGST YOUR PEOPLE OF PONTUS, IS MADE UP OF A DIVERSITY OF ELEMENTS WHICH ARE HOSTILE TO ONE ANOTHER. IT WAS THEREFORE YOUR BOUNDEN DUTY FIRST TO HAVE DETERMINED THAT THE GOD OF THE LIGHT WAS ONE BEING, AND THE GOD OF DARKNESS WAS ANOTHER, IN SUCH WISE THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO HAVE DISTINCTLY ASSERTED ONE OF THEM TO BE THE GOD OF THE LAW AND THE OTHER THE GOD OF THE GOSPEL. IT IS, HOWEVER, THE SETTLED CONVICTION ALREADY OF MY MIND FROM MANIFEST PROOFS, THAT, AS HIS WORKS AND PLANS EXIST IN THE WAY OF ANTITHESES, SO ALSO BY THE SAME RULE EXIST THE MYSTERIES OF HIS RELIGION. 
CHAP. II.--ST. LUKE'S GOSPEL, SELECTED BY MARCION AS HIS AUTHORITY, AND MUTILATED BY HIM. THE OTHER GOSPELS EQUALLY AUTHORITATIVE. MARCION'S TERMS OF DISCUSSION, HOWEVER, ACCEPTED, AND GRAPPLED WITH ON THE FOOTING OF ST. LUKE'S GOSPEL ALONE. 
YOU HAVE NOW OUR ANSWER TO THE ANTITHESES COMPENDIOUSLY INDICATED BY US. I PASS ON TO GIVE A PROOF OF THE GOSPEL--NOT, TO BE SURE, OF JEWRY, BUT OF PONTUS--HAVING BECOME MEANWHILE ADULTERATED; AND THIS SHALL INDICATE THE ORDER BY WHICH WE PROCEED. WE LAY IT DOWN AS OUR FIRST POSITION, THAT THE EVANGELICAL TESTAMENT HAS APOSTLES FOR ITS AUTHORS, TO WHOM WAS ASSIGNED BY THE LORD HIMSELF THIS OFFICE OF PUBLISHING THE GOSPEL. SINCE, HOWEVER, THERE ARE APOSTOLIC MEN ALSO, THEY ARE YET NOT ALONE, BUT APPEAR WITH APOSTLES AND AFTER APOSTLES; BECAUSE THE PREACHING OF DISCIPLES MIGHT BE OPEN TO THE SUSPICION OF AN AFFECTATION OF GLORY, IF THERE DID NOT ACCOMPANY IT THE AUTHORITY OF THE MASTERS, WHICH MEANS THAT OF CHRIST, FOR IT WAS THAT WHICH MADE THE APOSTLES THEIR MASTERS. OF THE APOSTLES, THEREFORE, JOHN AND MATTHEW FIRST INSTILLS FAITH INTO US; WHILST OF APOSTOLIC MEN, LUKE AND MARK RENEW IT AFTERWARDS. THESE ALL START WITH THE SAME PRINCIPLES OF THE FAITH, SO FAR AS RELATES TO THE ONE ONLY GOD THE CREATOR AND HIS CHRIST, HOW THAT HE WAS BORN OF THE VIRGIN, AND CAME TO FULFIL THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. NEVER MIND IF THERE DOES OCCUR SOME VARIATION IN THE ORDER OF THEIR NARRATIVES, PROVIDED THAT THERE BE AGREEMENT IN THE ESSENTIAL MATTER OF THE FAITH, IN WHICH THERE IS DISAGREEMENT WITH MARCION. MARCION, ON THE OTHER HAND, YOU MUST KNOW, ASCRIBES NO AUTHOR TO HIS GOSPEL, AS IF IT COULD NOT BE ALLOWED HIM TO AFFIX A TITLE TO THAT FROM WHICH IT WAS NO CRIME (IN HIS EYES) TO SUBVERT THE VERY BODY. AND HERE I MIGHT NOW MAKE A STAND, AND CONTEND THAT A WORK OUGHT NOT TO BE RECOGNIZED, WHICH HOLDS NOT ITS HEAD ERECT, WHICH EXHIBITS NO CONSISTENCY, WHICH GIVES NO PROMISE OF CREDIBILITY FROM THE FULNESS OF ITS TITLE AND THE JUST PROFESSION OF ITS AUTHOR. BUT WE PREFER TO JOIN ISSUE ON EVERY POINT; NOR SHALL WE LEAVE UNNOTICED WHAT MAY FAIRLY BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE ON OUR SIDE. NOW, OF THE AUTHORS WHOM WE POSSESS, MARCION SEEMS TO HAVE SINGLED OUT LUKE FOR HIS MUTILATING PROCESS. LUKE, HOWEVER, WAS NOT AN APOSTLE, BUT ONLY AN APOSTOLIC MAN; NOT A MASTER, BUT A DISCIPLE, AND SO INFERIOR TO A MASTER--AT LEAST AS FAR SUBSEQUENT TO HIM AS THE APOSTLE WHOM HE FOLLOWED (AND THAT, NO DOUBT, WAS PAUL) WAS SUBSEQUENT TO THE OTHERS; SO THAT, HAD MARCION EVEN PUBLISHED HIS GOSPEL IN THE NAME OF ST. PAUL HIMSELF, THE SINGLE AUTHORITY OF THE DOCUMENT, DESTITUTE OF ALL SUPPORT FROM PRECEDING AUTHORITIES, WOULD NOT BE A SUFFICIENT BASIS FOR OUR FAITH. THERE WOULD BE STILL WANTED THAT GOSPEL WHICH ST. PAUL FOUND IN EXISTENCE, TO WHICH HE YIELDED HIS BELIEF, AND WITH WHICH HE SO EARNESTLY WISHED HIS OWN TO AGREE, THAT HE ACTUALLY ON THAT ACCOUNT WENT UP TO JERUSALEM TO KNOW AND CONSULT THE APOSTLES, "LEST HE SHOULD RUN, OR HAD BEEN RUNNING IN VAIN;" IN OTHER WORDS, THAT THE FAITH WHICH HE HAD LEARNED, AND THE GOSPEL WHICH HE WAS PREACHING, MIGHT BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIRS. THEN, AT LAST, HAVING CONFERRED WITH THE (PRIMITIVE) AUTHORS, AND HAVING AGREED WITH THEM TOUCHING THE RULE OF FAITH, THEY JOINED THEIR HANDS IN FELLOWSHIP, AND DIVIDED THEIR LABORS THENCEFORTH IN THE OFFICE OF PREACHING THE GOSPEL, SO THAT THEY WERE TO GO TO THE JEWS, AND ST. PAUL TO THE JEWS AND THE GENTILES. INASMUCH, THEREFORE, AS THE ENLIGHTENER OF ST. LUKE HIMSELF DESIRED THE AUTHORITY OF HIS PREDECESSORS FOR BOTH HIS OWN FAITH AND PREACHING, HOW MUCH MORE MAY NOT I REQUIRE FOR LUKE'S GOSPEL THAT WHICH WAS NECESSARY FOR THE GOSPEL OF HIS MASTER. 
CHAP. III.--MARCION INSINUATED THE UNTRUSTWORTHINESS OF CERTAIN APOSTLES WHOM ST. PAUL REBUKED. THE REBUKE SHOWS THAT IT CANNOT BE REGARDED AS DEROGATING FROM THEIR AUTHORITY. THE APOSTOLIC GOSPELS PERFECTLY AUTHENTIC. 
IN THE SCHEME OF MARCION, ON THE CONTRARY, THE MYSTERY OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION BEGINS FROM THE DISCIPLESHIP OF LUKE. SINCE, HOWEVER, IT WAS ON ITS COURSE PREVIOUS TO THAT POINT, IT MUST HAVE HAD ITS OWN AUTHENTIC MATERIALS, BY MEANS OF WHICH IT FOUND ITS OWN WAY DOWN TO ST. LUKE; AND BY THE ASSISTANCE OF THE TESTIMONY WHICH IT BORE, LUKE HIMSELF BECOMES ADMISSIBLE. WELL, BUT MARCION, FINDING THE EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE GALATIANS (WHEREIN HE REBUKES EVEN APOSTLES) FOR "NOT WALKING UPRIGHTLY ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL," AS WELL AS ACCUSES CERTAIN FALSE APOSTLES OF PERVERTING THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST), LABORS VERY HARD TO DESTROY THE CHARACTER OF THOSE GOSPELS WHICH ARE PUBLISHED AS GENUINE AND UNDER THE NAME OF APOSTLES, IN ORDER, FORSOOTH, TO SECURE FOR HIS OWN GOSPEL THE CREDIT WHICH HE TAKES AWAY FROM THEM. BUT THEN, EVEN IF HE CENSURES PETER AND JOHN AND JAMES, WHO WERE THOUGHT TO BE PILLARS, IT IS FOR A MANIFEST REASON. THEY SEEMED TO BE CHANGING THEIR COMPANY FROM RESPECT OF PERSONS. AND YET AS PAUL HIMSELF "BECAME ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN," THAT HE MIGHT GAIN ALL, IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT PETER ALSO MIGHT HAVE BETAKEN HIMSELF TO THE SAME PLAN OF PRACTICING SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT FROM WHAT HE TAUGHT. AND, IN LIKE MANNER, IF FALSE APOSTLES ALSO CREPT IN, THEIR CHARACTER TOO SHOWED ITSELF IN THEIR INSISTING UPON CIRCUMCISION AND THE JEWISH CEREMONIES. SO THAT IT WAS NOT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR PREACHING, BUT OF THEIR CONVERSATION, THAT THEY WERE MARKED BY ST. PAUL, WHO WOULD WITH EQUAL IMPARTIALITY HAVE MARKED THEM WITH CENSURE, IF THEY HAD ERRED AT ALL WITH RESPECT TO GOD THE CREATOR OR HIS CHRIST. EACH SEVERAL CASE WILL THEREFORE HAVE TO BE DISTINGUISHED. WHEN MARCION COMPLAINS THAT APOSTLES ARE SUSPECTED (FOR THEIR PREVARICATION AND DISSIMULATION) OF HAVING EVEN DEPRAVED THE GOSPEL, HE THEREBY ACCUSES CHRIST, BY ACCUSING THOSE WHOM CHRIST CHOSE. IF, THEN, THE APOSTLES, WHO ARE CENSURED SIMPLY FOR INCONSISTENCY OF WALK, COMPOSED THE GOSPEL IN A PURE FORM, BUT FALSE APOSTLES INTERPOLATED THEIR TRUE RECORD; AND IF OUR OWN COPIES HAVE BEEN MADE FROM THESE, WHERE WILL THAT GENUINE TEXT OF THE APOSTLE'S WRITINGS BE FOUND WHICH HAS NOT SUFFERED ADULTERATION? WHICH WAS IT THAT ENLIGHTENED PAUL, AND THROUGH HIM LUKE? IT IS EITHER COMPLETELY BLOTTED OUT, AS IF BY SOME DELUGE--BEING OBLITERATED BY THE INUNDATION OF FALSIFIERS--IN WHICH CASE EVEN MARCION DOES NOT POSSESS THE TRUE GOSPEL; OR ELSE, IS THAT VERY EDITION WHICH MARCION ALONE POSSESSES THE TRUE ONE, THAT IS, OF THE APOSTLES? HOW, THEN, DOES THAT AGREE WITH OURS, WHICH IS SAID NOT TO BE (THE WORK) OF APOSTLES, BUT OF LUKE? OR ELSE, AGAIN, IF THAT WHICH MARCION USES IS NOT TO BE ATTRIBUTED TO LUKE SIMPLY BECAUSE IT DOES AGREE WITH OURS (WHICH, OF COURSE, IS, ALSO ADULTERATED IN ITS TITLE), THEN IT IS THE WORK OF APOSTLES. OUR GOSPEL, THEREFORE, WHICH IS IN AGREEMENT WITH IT, IS EQUALLY THE WORK OF APOSTLES, BUT ALSO ADULTERATED IN ITS TITLE. 
CHAP. IV.--EACH SIDE CLAIMS TO POSSESS THE TRUE GOSPEL. ANTIQUITY THE CRITERION OF TRUTH IN SUCH A MATTER. MARCION'S PRETENSIONS AS AN AMENDER OF THE GOSPEL. 
WE MUST FOLLOW, THEN, THE CLUE OF OUR DISCUSSION, MEETING EVERY EFFORT OF OUR OPPONENTS 
WITH RECIPROCAL VIGOR. I SAY THAT MY GOSPEL IS THE TRUE ONE; MARCION, THAT HIS IS. I AFFIRM THAT MARCION'S GOSPEL IS ADULTERATED; MARCION, THAT MINE IS. NOW WHAT IS TO SETTLE THE POINT FOR US, EXCEPT IT BE THAT PRINCIPLE OF TIME, WHICH RULES THAT THE AUTHORITY LIES WITH THAT WHICH SHALL BE FOUND TO BE MORE ANCIENT; AND ASSUMES AS AN ELEMENTAL TRUTH, THAT CORRUPTION (OF DOCTRINE) BELONGS TO THE SIDE WHICH SHALL BE CONVICTED OF COMPARATIVE LATENESS IN ITS ORIGIN. FOR, INASMUCH AS ERROR IS FALSIFICATION OF TRUTH, IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT TRUTH THEREFORE PRECEDE ERROR. A THING MUST EXIST PRIOR TO ITS SUFFERING ANY CASUALTY; AND AN OBJECT MUST PRECEDE ALL RIVALRY TO ITSELF. ELSE HOW ABSURD IT WOULD BE, THAT, WHEN WE HAVE PROVED OUR POSITION TO BE THE OLDER ONE, AND MARCION'S THE LATER, OURS SHOULD YET APPEAR TO BE THE FALSE ONE, BEFORE IT HAD EVEN RECEIVED FROM TRUTH ITS OBJECTIVE EXISTENCE; AND MARCION'S SHOULD ALSO BE SUPPOSED TO HAVE EXPERIENCED RIVALRY AT OUR HANDS, EVEN BEFORE ITS PUBLICATION; AND, IN FINE, THAT THAT SHOULD BE THOUGHT TO BE THE TRUER POSITION WHICH IS THE LATER ONE--A CENTURY LATER THAN THE PUBLICATION OF ALL THE MANY AND GREAT FACTS AND RECORDS OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, WHICH CERTAINLY COULD NOT HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED WITHOUT, THAT IS TO SAY, BEFORE, THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL. WITH REGARD, THEN, TO THE PENDING QUESTION, OF LUKE'S GOSPEL (SO FAR AS ITS BEING THE COMMON PROPERTY OF OURSELVES AND MARCION ENABLES IT TO BE DECISIVE OF THE TRUTH,) THAT PORTION OF IT WHICH WE ALONE RECEIVE IS SO MUCH OLDER THAN MARCION, THAT MARCION, HIMSELF ONCE BELIEVED IT, WHEN IN THE FIRST WARMTH OF FAITH HE CONTRIBUTED MONEY TO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, WHICH ALONG WITH HIMSELF WAS AFTERWARDS REJECTED, WHEN HE FELL AWAY FROM OUR TRUTH INTO HIS OWN HERESY. WHAT IF THE MARCIONITES HAVE DENIED THAT HE HELD THE PRIMITIVE FAITH AMONGST OURSELVES, IN THE FACE EVEN OF HIS OWN LETTER? WHAT, IF THEY DO NOT ACKNOWLEDGE THE LETTER? THEY, AT ANY RATE, RECEIVE HIS ANTITHESES; AND MORE THAN THAT, THEY MAKE OSTENTATIOUS USE OF THEM. PROOF OUT OF THESE IS ENOUGH FOR ME. FOR IF THE GOSPEL, SAID TO BE LUKE'S WHICH IS CURRENT AMONGST US (WE SHALL SEE WHETHER IT BE ALSO CURRENT WITH MARCION), IS THE VERY ONE WHICH, AS MARCION ARGUES IN HIS ANTITHESES, WAS INTERPOLATED BY THE DEFENDERS OF JUDAISM, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUCH A CONGLOMERATION WITH IT OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS AS SHOULD ENABLE THEM OUT OF IT TO FASHION THEIR CHRIST, SURELY HE COULD NOT HAVE SO ARGUED ABOUT IT, UNLESS HE HAD FOUND IT (IN SUCH A FORM). NO ONE CENSURES THINGS BEFORE THEY EXIST, WHEN HE KNOWS NOT WHETHER THEY WILL COME TO PASS. EMENDATION NEVER PRECEDES THE FAULT. TO BE SURE, AN AMENDER OF THAT GOSPEL, WHICH HAD BEEN ALL TOPSY-TURVY FROM THE DAYS OF TIBERIUS TO THOSE OF ANTONINUS, FIRST PRESENTED HIMSELF IN MARCION ALONE--SO LONG LOOKED FOR BY CHRIST, WHO WAS ALL ALONG REGRETTING THAT HE HAD BEEN IN SO GREAT A HURRY TO SEND OUT HIS APOSTLES WITHOUT THE SUPPORT OF MARCION! BUT FOR ALL THAT, HERESY, WHICH IS FOR EVER MENDING THE GOSPELS, AND CORRUPTING THEM IN THE ACT, IS AN AFFAIR OF MAN'S AUDACITY, NOT OF GOD'S AUTHORITY; AND IF MARCION BE EVEN A DISCIPLE, HE IS YET NOT "ABOVE HIS MASTER;" IF MARCION BE AN APOSTLE, STILL AS PAUL SAYS, "WHETHER IT BE I OR THEY, SO WE PREACH;" IF MARCION BE A PROPHET, EVEN "THE SPIRITS OF THE PROPHETS WILL BE SUBJECT TO THE PROPHETS," FOR THEY ARE NOT THE AUTHORS OF CONFUSION, BUT OF PEACE; OR IF MARCION BE ACTUALLY AN ANGEL, HE MUST RATHER BE DESIGNATED "AS ANATHEMA THAN AS A PREACHER OF THE GOSPEL," BECAUSE IT IS A STRANGE GOSPEL WHICH HE HAS PREACHED. SO THAT, WHILST HE AMENDS, HE ONLY CONFIRMS BOTH POSITIONS: BOTH THAT OUR GOSPEL IS THE PRIOR ONE, FOR HE AMENDS THAT WHICH HE HAS PREVIOUSLY FALLEN IN WITH; AND THAT THAT IS THE LATER ONE, WHICH, BY PUTTING IT TOGETHER OUT OF THE EMENDATIONS OF OURS, HE HAS MADE HIS OWN GOSPEL, AND A NOVEL ONE TOO. 
CHAP. V.--BY THE RULE OF ANTIQUITY, THE CATHOLIC GOSPELS ARE FOUND TO BE TRUE, INCLUDING THE REAL ST. LUKE'S. MARCION'S ONLY A MUTILATED EDITION. THE HERETIC'S WEAKNESS AND INCONSISTENCY IN IGNORING THE OTHER GOSPELS. 
ON THE WHOLE, THEN, IF THAT IS EVIDENTLY MORE-TRUE WHICH IS EARLIER, IF THAT IS EARLIER WHICH IS FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, IF THAT IS FROM THE BEGINNING WHICH HAS THE APOSTLES FOR ITS AUTHORS, THEN IT WILL CERTAINLY BE QUITE AS EVIDENT, THAT THAT COMES DOWN FROM THE APOSTLES, WHICH HAS BEEN KEPT AS A SACRED DEPOSIT IN THE CHURCHES OF THE APOSTLES. LET US SEE WHAT MILK THE CORINTHIANS DRANK FROM PAUL; TO WHAT RULE OF FAITH THE GALATIANS WERE BROUGHT FOR CORRECTION; WHAT THE PHILIPPIANS, THE THESSALONIANS, THE EPHESIANS READ BY IT; WHAT UTTERANCE ALSO THE ROMANS GIVE, SO VERY NEAR (TO THE APOSTLES), TO WHOM PETER AND PAUL CONJOINTLY BEQUEATHED THE GOSPEL EVEN SEALED WITH THEIR OWN BLOOD. WE HAVE ALSO ST. JOHN'S FOSTER CHURCHES. FOR ALTHOUGH MARCION REJECTS HIS APOCALYPSE, THE ORDERS OF THE BISHOPS (THEREOF), WHEN TRACED UP TO THEIR ORIGIN, WILL YET REST ON JOHN AS THEIR AUTHOR. IN THE SAME MANNER IS RECOGNIZED THE EXCELLENT SOURCE OF THE OTHER CHURCHES. I SAY, THEREFORE, THAT IN THEM (AND NOT SIMPLY SUCH OF THEM AS WERE ROUNDED BY APOSTLES, BUT IN ALL THOSE WHICH ARE UNITED WITH THEM IN THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST) THAT GOSPEL OF LUKE WHICH WE ARE DEFENDING WITH ALL OUR MIGHT HAS STOOD ITS GROUND FROM ITS VERY FIRST PUBLICATION; WHEREAS MARCION'S GOSPEL IS NOT KNOWN TO MOST PEOPLE, AND TO NONE WHATEVER IS IT KNOWN WITHOUT BEING AT THE SAME TIME CONDEMNED. IT TOO, OF COURSE, HAS ITS CHURCHES, BUT SPECIALLY ITS OWN--AS LATE AS THEY ARE SPURIOUS; AND SHOULD YOU WANT TO KNOW THEIR ORIGINAL, YOU WILL MORE EASILY DISCOVER APOSTASY IN IT THAN APOSTOLICITY, WITH MARCION FORSOOTH AS THEIR FOUNDER, OR SOME ONE OF MARCION'S SWARM. EVEN WASPS MAKE COMBS; SO ALSO, THESE MARCIONITES MAKE CHURCHES. THE SAME AUTHORITY OF THE APOSTOLIC CHURCHES WILL AFFORD EVIDENCE TO THE OTHER GOSPELS ALSO, WHICH WE POSSESS EQUALLY THROUGH THEIR MEANS, AND ACCORDING TO THEIR USAGE--I MEAN THE GOSPELS OF JOHN AND MATTHEW--WHILST THAT WHICH MARK PUBLISHED MAY BE AFFIRMED TO BE PETER'S WHOSE INTERPRETER MARK WAS. FOR EVEN LUKE'S FORM OF THE GOSPEL MEN UNUSUALLY ASCRIBE TO PAUL. AND IT MAY WELL SEEM THAT THE WORKS WHICH DISCIPLES PUBLISH BELONG TO THEIR MASTERS. WELL, THEN, MARCION OUGHT TO BE CALLED TO A STRICT ACCOUNT CONCERNING THESE (OTHER GOSPELS) ALSO, FOR HAVING OMITTED THEM, AND INSISTED IN PREFERENCE ON LUKE; AS IF THEY, TOO, HAD NOT HAD FREE COURSE IN THE CHURCHES, AS WELL AS LUKE'S GOSPEL, FROM THE BEGINNING. NAY, IT IS EVEN MORE CREDIBLE THAT THEY EXISTED FROM THE VERY BEGINNING; FOR, BEING THE WORK OF APOSTLES, THEY WERE PRIOR, AND COEVAL IN ORIGIN WITH THE CHURCHES THEMSELVES. BUT HOW COMES IT TO PASS, IF THE APOSTLES PUBLISHED NOTHING, THAT THEIR DISCIPLES WERE MORE FORWARD IN SUCH A WORK; FOR THEY COULD NOT HAVE BEEN DISCIPLES, WITHOUT ANY INSTRUCTION FROM THEIR MASTERS? IF, THEN, IT BE EVIDENT THAT THESE (GOSPELS) ALSO WERE CURRENT IN THE CHURCHES, WHY DID NOT MARCION TOUCH THEM--EITHER TO AMEND THEM IF THEY WERE ADULTERATED, OR TO ACKNOWLEDGE THEM IF THEY WERE UNCORRUPTED? FOR IT IS BUT NATURAL THAT THEY WHO WERE PERVERTING THE GOSPEL, SHOULD BE MORE SOLICITOUS ABOUT THE PERVERSION OF THOSE THINGS WHOSE AUTHORITY THEY KNEW TO BE MORE GENERALLY RECEIVED. EVEN THE FALSE APOSTLES (WERE SO CALLED) ON THIS VERY ACCOUNT, BECAUSE THEY IMITATED THE APOSTLES BY MEANS OF THEIR FALSIFICATION. IN AS FAR, THEN, AS HE MIGHT HAVE AMENDED WHAT THERE WAS TO AMEND, IF FOUND CORRUPT, IN SO FAR DID HE FIRMLY IMPLY THAT ALL WAS FREE FROM CORRUPTION WHICH HE DID NOT THINK REQUIRED AMENDMENT. IN SHORT, HE SIMPLY AMENDED WHAT HE THOUGHT WAS CORRUPT; THOUGH, INDEED, NOT EVEN THIS JUSTLY, BECAUSE IT WAS NOT REALLY CORRUPT. FOR IF THE (GOSPELS) OF THE APOSTLES HAVE COME DOWN TO US IN THEIR INTEGRITY, WHILST LUKE'S, WHICH IS RECEIVED AMONGST US, SO FAR ACCORDS WITH THEIR RULE AS TO BE ON A PAR WITH THEM IN PERMANENCY OF RECEPTION IN THE CHURCHES, IT CLEARLY FOLLOWS THAT LUKE'S GOSPEL ALSO HAS COME DOWN TO US IN LIKE INTEGRITY UNTIL THE SACRILEGIOUS TREATMENT OF MARCION. IN SHORT, WHEN MARCION LAID HANDS ON IT, IT THEN BECAME DIVERSE AND HOSTILE TO THE GOSPELS OF THE APOSTLES. I WILL THEREFORE ADVISE HIS FOLLOWERS, THAT THEY EITHER CHANGE THESE GOSPELS, HOWEVER LATE TO DO SO, INTO A CONFORMITY WITH THEIR OWN, WHEREBY THEY MAY SEEM TO BE IN AGREEMENT WITH THE APOSTOLIC WRITINGS (FOR THEY ARE DAILY RETOUCHING THEIR WORK, AS DAILY THEY ARE CONVICTED BY US); OR ELSE THAT THEY BLUSH FOR THEIR MASTER, WHO STANDS SELF-CONDEMNED EITHER WAY--WHEN ONCE HE HANDS ON THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL CONSCIENCE SMITTEN, OR AGAIN SUBVERTS IT BY SHAMELESS TAMPERING. SUCH ARE THE SUMMARY ARGUMENTS WHICH WE USE, WHEN WE TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST HERETICS FOR THE FAITH OF THE GOSPEL, MAINTAINING BOTH THAT ORDER OF PERIODS, WHICH RULES THAT A LATE DATE IS THE MARK OF FORGERS, AND THAT AUTHORITY OF CHURCHES WHICH LENDS SUPPORT TO THE TRADITION OF THE APOSTLES; BECAUSE TRUTH MUST NEEDS PRECEDE THE FORGERY, AND PROCEED STRAIGHT FROM THOSE BY WHOM IT HAS BEEN HANDED ON. 
CHAP.VI.--MARCION'S OBJECT IN ADULTERATING THE GOSPEL. NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR AND THE CHRIST OF THE GOSPEL. NO RIVAL CHRIST ADMISSIBLE. THE CONNECTION OF THE TRUE CHRIST WITH THE DISPENSATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT ASSERTED. 
BUT WE NOW ADVANCE A STEP FURTHER ON, AND CHALLENGE (AS WE PROMISED TO DO) THE VERY GOSPEL OF MARCION, WITH THE INTENTION OF THUS PROVING THAT IT HAS BEEN ADULTERATED. FOR IT IS CERTAIN THAT THE WHOLE AIM AT WHICH HE HAS STRENUOUSLY LABORED EVEN IN THE DRAWING UP OF HIS ANTITHESES, CENTERS IN THIS, THAT HE MAY ESTABLISH A DIVERSITY BETWEEN THE OLD AND THE NEW TESTAMENTS, SO THAT HIS OWN CHRIST MAY BE SEPARATE FROM THE CREATOR, AS BELONGING TO THIS RIVAL GOD, AND AS ALIEN FROM THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. IT IS CERTAIN, ALSO, THAT WITH THIS VIEW HE HAS ERASED EVERYTHING THAT WAS CONTRARY TO HIS OWN OPINION AND MADE FOR THE CREATOR, AS IF IT HAD BEEN INTERPOLATED BY HIS ADVOCATES, WHILST EVERYTHING WHICH AGREED WITH HIS OWN OPINION HE HAS RETAINED. THE LATTER STATEMENTS WE SHALL STRICTLY EXAMINE; AND IF THEY SHALL TURN OUT RATHER FOR OUR SIDE, AND SHATTER THE ASSUMPTION OF MARCION, WE SHALL EMBRACE THEM. IT WILL THEN BECOME EVIDENT, THAT IN RETAINING THEM HE HAS SHOWN NO LESS OF THE DEFECT OF BLINDNESS, WHICH CHARACTERIZES HERESY, THAN HE DISPLAYED WHEN HE ERASED ALL THE FORMER CLASS OF SUBJECTS. SUCH, THEN, IS TO BE THE DRIFT AND FORM OF MY LITTLE TREATISE; SUBJECT, OF COURSE, TO WHATEVER CONDITION MAY HAVE BECOME REQUISITE ON BOTH SIDES OF THE QUESTION. MARCION HAS LAID DOWN THE POSITION, THAT CHRIST WHO IN THE DAYS OF TIBERIUS WAS, BY A PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN GOD, REVEALED FOR THE SALVATION OF ALL NATIONS, IS A DIFFERENT BEING FROM HIM WHO WAS ORDAINED BY GOD THE CREATOR FOR THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWISH STATE, AND WHO IS YET TO COME. BETWEEN THESE HE INTERPOSES THE SEPARATION OF A GREAT AND ABSOLUTE DIFFERENCE--AS GREAT AS LIES BETWEEN WHAT IS JUST AND WHAT IS GOOD; AS GREAT AS LIES BETWEEN THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL; AS GREAT, (IN SHORT,) AS IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY. HENCE WILL ARISE ALSO OUR RULE, BY WHICH WE DETERMINE THAT THERE OUGHT TO BE NOTHING IN COMMON BETWEEN THE CHRIST OF THE RIVAL GOD AND THE CREATOR; BUT THAT (CHRIST) MUST BE PRONOUNCED TO BELONG TO THE CREATOR, IF HE HAS ADMINISTERED HIS DISPENSATIONS, FULFILLED HIS PROPHECIES, PROMOTED HIS LAWS, GIVEN REALITY TO HIS PROMISES, REVIVED HIS MIGHTY POWER, REMOULDED HIS DETERMINATIONS EXPRESSED HIS ATTRIBUTES, HIS PROPERTIES. THIS LAW AND THIS RULE I EARNESTLY REQUEST THE READER TO HAVE EVER IN HIS MIND, AND SO LET HIM BEGIN TO INVESTIGATE WHETHER CHRIST BE MARCION'S OR THE CREATOR'S. 
CHAP. VII.--MARCION REJECTED THE PRECEDINGPORTION OF ST. LUKE'S GOSPEL. THEREFORE, THIS REVIEW OPENS WITH AN EXAMINATION OF THE CASE OF THE EVIL SPIRIT IN THE SYNAGOGUE OF CAPERNAUM. HE WHOM THE DEMON ACKNOWLEDGED WAS THE CREATOR'S CHRIST. 
IN THE FIFTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF TIBERIUS (FOR SUCH IS MARCION'S PROPOSITION) HE "CAME DOWN TO THE GALILEAN CITY OF CAPERNAUM," OF COURSE MEANING FROM THE HEAVEN OF THE CREATOR, TO WHICH HE HAD PREVIOUSLY DESCENDED FROM HIS OWN. WHAT THEN HAD BEEN HIS COURSE, FOR HIM TO BE DESCRIBED AS FIRST DESCENDING FROM HIS OWN HEAVEN TO THE CREATOR'S? FOR WHY SHOULD I ABSTAIN FROM CENSURING THOSE PARTS OF THE STATEMENT WHICH DO NOT SATISFY THE REQUIREMENT OF AN ORDINARY NARRATIVE, BUT ALWAYS END IN A FALSEHOOD? TO BE SURE, OUR CENSURE HAS BEEN ONCE FOR ALL EXPRESSED IN THE QUESTION, WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY SUGGESTED: WHETHER, WHEN DESCENDING THROUGH THE CREATOR'S DOMAIN, AND INDEED IN HOSTILITY TO HIM, HE COULD POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN ADMITTED BY HIM, AND BY HIM BEEN TRANSMITTED TO THE EARTH, WHICH WAS EQUALLY HIS TERRITORY? NOW, HOWEVER, I WANT ALSO TO KNOW THE REMAINDER OF HIS COURSE DOWN, ASSUMING THAT HE CAME DOWN. FOR WE MUST NOT BE TOO NICE IN INQUIRING WHETHER IT IS SUPPOSED THAT HE WAS SEEN IN ANY PLACE. TO COME INTO VIEW INDICATES A SUDDEN UNEXPECTED GLANCE, WHICH FOR A MOMENT FIXED THE EYE UPON THE OBJECT THAT PASSED BEFORE THE VIEW, WITHOUT STAYING. BUT WHEN IT HAPPENS THAT A DESCENT HAS BEEN AFFECTED, IT IS APPARENT, AND COMES UNDER THE NOTICE OF THE EYES. MOREOVER, IT TAKES ACCOUNT OF FACT, AND THUS OBLIGES ONE TO EXAMINE IN WHAT CONDITION WITH WHAT PREPARATION, WITH HOW MUCH VIOLENCE OR MODERATION, AND FURTHER, AT WHAT TIME OF THE DAY OR NIGHT, THE DESCENT WAS MADE; WHO, AGAIN, SAW THE DESCENT, WHO REPORTED IT, WHO SERIOUSLY AVOUCHED THE FACT, WHICH CERTAINLY WAS NOT EASY TO BE BELIEVED, EVEN AFTER THE ASSEVERATION. IT IS, IN SHORT, TOO BAD THAT ROMULUS SHOULD HAVE HAD IN PROCULUS A VOUCHER OF HIS ASCENT TO HEAVEN, WHEN THE CHRIST OF (THIS) GOD COULD NOT FIND ANY ONE TO ANNOUNCE HIS DESCENT FROM HEAVEN; JUST AS IF THE ASCENT OF THE ONE AND THE DESCENT OF THE OTHER WERE NOT AFFECTED ON ONE AND THE SAME LADDER OF FALSEHOOD! THEN, WHAT HAD HE TO DO WITH GALILEE, IF HE DID NOT BELONG TO THE CREATOR BY WHOM THAT REGION WAS DESTINED (FOR HIS CHRIST) WHEN ABOUT TO ENTER ON HIS MINISTRY? AS ISAIAH SAYS: "DRINK IN THIS FIRST, AND BE PROMPT, O REGION OF ZABULON AND LAND OF NEPHTHALIM, AND YE OTHERS WHO (INHABIT) THE SEA-COAST, AND THAT OF JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE NATIONS, YE PEOPLE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS, BEHOLD A GREAT LIGHT; UPON YOU, WHO INHABIT (THAT) LAND, SITTING IN THE SHADOW OF DEATH, THE LIGHT HATH ARISEN." IT IS, HOWEVER, WELL THAT MARCION'S GOD DOES CLAIM TO BE THE ENLIGHTENER OF THE NATIONS, THAT SO HE MIGHT HAVE THE BETTER REASON FOR COMING DOWN FROM HEAVEN; ONLY, IF IT MUST NEEDS BE, HE SHOULD RATHER HAVE MADE PONTUS HIS PLACE OF DESCENT THAN GALILEE. BUT SINCE BOTH THE PLACE AND THE WORK OF ILLUMINATION ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECY ARE COMPATIBLE WITH CHRIST, WE BEGIN TO DISCERN THAT HE IS THE SUBJECT OF THE PROPHECY, WHICH SHOWS THAT AT THE VERY OUTSET OF HIS MINISTRY, HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, BUT RATHER TO FULFIL THEM; FOR MARCION HAS ERASED THE PASSAGE AS AN INTERPOLATION. IT WILL, HOWEVER, BE VAIN FOR HIM TO DENY THAT CHRIST UTTERED IN WORD WHAT HE FORTHWITH DID PARTIALLY INDEED. FOR THE PROPHECY ABOUT PLACE HE AT ONCE FULFILLED. FROM HEAVEN STRAIGHT TO THE SYNAGOGUE. AS THE ADAGE RUNS: "THE BUSINESS ON WHICH WE ARE COME, DO AT ONCE." MARCION MUST EVEN EXPUNGE FROM THE GOSPEL, "I AM NOT SENT BUT UNTO THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL;" AND, "IT IS NOT MEET TO TAKE THE CHILDREN'S BREAD, AND TO CAST IT TO DOGS,"--IN ORDER, FORSOOTH, THAT CHRIST MAY NOT APPEAR TO BE AN ISRAELITE. BUT FACTS WILL SATISFY ME INSTEAD OF WORDS. WITHDRAW ALL THE SAYINGS OF MY CHRIST, HIS ACTS SHALL SPEAK. LO, HE ENTERS THE SYNAGOGUE; SURELY (THIS IS GOING) TO THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. BEHOLD, IT IS TO ISRAELITES FIRST THAT HE OFFERS THE "BREAD" OF HIS DOCTRINE; SURELY IT IS BECAUSE THEY ARE "CHILDREN" THAT HE SHOWS THEM THIS PRIORITY. OBSERVE, HE DOES NOT YET IMPART IT TO OTHERS; SURELY, HE PASSES THEM BY AS "DOGS." FOR TO WHOM ELSE COULD HE BETTER HAVE IMPARTED IT, THEN TO SUCH AS WERE STRANGERS TO THE CREATOR, IF HE ESPECIALLY BELONGED NOT TO THE CREATOR? AND YET HOW COULD HE HAVE BEEN ADMITTED INTO THE SYNAGOGUE--ONE SO ABRUPTLY APPEARING, SO UNKNOWN; ONE, OF WHOM NO ONE HAD AS YET BEEN APPRISED OF HIS TRIBE, HIS NATION, HIS FAMILY, AND LASTLY, HIS ENROLMENT IN THE CENSUS OF AUGUSTUS--THAT MOST FAITHFUL WITNESS OF THE LORD'S NATIVITY, KEPT IN THE ARCHIVES OF ROME? THEY CERTAINLY WOULD HAVE REMEMBERED, IF THEY DID NOT KNOW HIM TO BE CIRCUMCISED, THAT HE MUST NOT BE ADMITTED INTO THEIR MOST HOLY PLACES. AND EVEN IF HE HAD THE GENERAL RIGHT OF ENTERING THE SYNAGOGUE (LIKE OTHER JEWS), YET THE FUNCTION OF GIVING INSTRUCTION WAS ALLOWED ONLY TO A MAN WHO WAS EXTREMELY WELL KNOWN, AND EXAMINED AND TRIED, AND FOR SOME TIME INVESTED WITH THE PRIVILEGE AFTER EXPERIENCE DULY ATTESTED ELSEWHERE. BUT "THEY WERE ALL ASTONISHED AT HIS DOCTRINE." OF COURSE, THEY WERE; "FOR, SAYS (ST. LUKE), "HIS WORD WAS WITH POWER--NOT BECAUSE HE TAUGHT IN OPPOSITION TO THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. NO DOUBT, HIS DIVINE DISCOURSE GAVE FORTH BOTH POWER AND GRACE, BUILDING UP RATHER THAN PULLING DOWN THE SUBSTANCE OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. OTHERWISE, INSTEAD OF "ASTONISHMENT, THEY WOULD FEEL HORROR. IT WOULD NOT BE ADMIRATION, BUT AVERSION, PROMPT AND SURE, WHICH THEY WOULD BESTOW ON ONE WHO WAS THE DESTROYER OF LAW AND PROPHETS, AND THE ESPECIAL PROPOUNDER AS A NATURAL CONSEQUENCE OF A RIVAL GOD; FOR HE WOULD HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO TEACH ANYTHING TO THE DISPARAGEMENT OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND SO FAR OF THE CREATOR ALSO, WITHOUT PREMISING THE DOCTRINE OF A DIFFERENT AND RIVAL DIVINITY, INASMUCH, THEN, AS THE SCRIPTURE MAKES NO OTHER STATEMENT ON THE MATTER THAN THAT THE SIMPLE FORCE AND POWER OF HIS WORD PRODUCED ASTONISHMENT, IT MORE NATURALLY SHOWS THAT HIS TEACHING WAS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CREATOR BY NOT DENYING (THAT IT WAS SO), THAN THAT IT WAS IN OPPOSITION TO THE CREATOR, BY NOT ASSERTING (SUCH A FACT). AND THUS, HE WILL EITHER HAVE TO BE ACKNOWLEDGED AS BELONGING TO HIM, IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHOM HE TAUGHT; OR ELSE WILL HAVE TO BE ADJUDGED A DECEIVER SINCE HE TAUGHT IN ACCORDANCE WITH ONE WHOM HE HAD COME TO OPPOSE. IN THE SAME PASSAGE, "THE SPIRIT OF AN UNCLEAN DEVIL" EXCLAIMS: "WHAT HAVE WE TO DO WITH THEE, THOU JESUS? ART THOU, COME TO DESTROY US? I KNOW THEE WHO THOU ART, THE HOLY ONE OF GOD." I DO NOT HERE RAISE THE QUESTION WHETHER THIS APPELLATION WAS SUITABLE TO ONE WHO OUGHT NOT TO BE CALLED CHRIST, UNLESS HE WERE SENT BY THE CREATOR. ELSEWHERE THERE HAS BEEN ALREADY GIVEN A FULL CONSIDERATION OF HIS TITLES. MY PRESENT DISCUSSION IS, HOW THE EVIL SPIRIT COULD HAVE KNOWN THAT HE WAS CALLED BY SUCH A NAME, WHEN THERE HAD NEVER AT ANY TIME BEEN UTTERED ABOUT HIM A SINGLE PROPHECY BY A GOD WHO WAS UNKNOWN, AND UP TO THAT TIME SILENT, OF WHOM IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO BE ATTESTED AS "THE HOLY ONE," AS (OF A GOD) UNKNOWN EVEN TO HIS OWN CREATOR. WHAT SIMILAR EVENT COULD HE THEN HAVE PUBLISHED OF A NEW DEITY, WHEREBY HE MIGHT BETOKEN FOR "THE HOLY ONE" OF THE RIVAL GOD? SIMPLY THAT HE WENT INTO THE SYNAGOGUE, AND DID NOTHING EVEN IN WORD AGAINST THE CREATOR? AS THEREFORE HE COULD NOT BY ANY MEANS ACKNOWLEDGE HIM, WHOM HE WAS IGNORANT OF, TO BE JESUS AND THE HOLY ONE OF GOD; SO, DID HE ACKNOWLEDGE HIM WHOM HE KNEW (TO BE BOTH). FOR HE REMEMBERED HOW THAT THE PROPHET HAD PROPHESIED OF "THE HOLY ONE" OF GOD, AND HOW THAT GOD'S NAME OF "JESUS" WAS IN THE SON OF NUN. THESE FACTS HE HAD ALSO RECEIVED FROM THE ANGEL, ACCORDING TO OUR GOSPEL: "WHEREFORE THAT WHICH SHALL BE BORN OF THEE SHALL BE CALLED THE HOLY ONE, THE SON OF GOD;" AND, "THOU SHALT CALL HIS NAME JESUS." THUS, HE ACTUALLY HAD (ALTHOUGH ONLY AN EVIL SPIRIT) SOME IDEA OF THE LORD'S DISPENSATION, RATHER THAN OF ANY STRANGE AND HERETOFORE IMPERFECTLY UNDERSTOOD ONE. BECAUSE HE ALSO PREMISED THIS QUESTION: "WHAT HAVE WE TO DO WITH THEE?"--NOT AS IF REFERRING TO A STRANGE JESUS, TO WHOM PERTAIN THE EVIL SPIRITS OF THE CREATOR. NOR DID HE SAY, WHAT HAST THOU TO DO WITH US? BUT, "WHAT HAVE WE TO DO WITH THEE?" AS IF DEPLORING HIMSELF, AND DEPRECATING HIS OWN CALAMITY; AT THE PROSPECT OF WHICH HE ADDS: "ART THOU COME TO DESTROY US?" SO COMPLETELY DID HE ACKNOWLEDGE IN JESUS THE SON OF THAT GOD WHO WAS JUDICIAL AND AVENGING, AND (SO TO SPEAK) SEVERE, AND NOT OF HIM WHO WAS SIMPLY GOOD, AND KNEW NOT HOW TO DESTROY OR HOW TO PUNISH! NOW FOR WHAT PURPOSE HAVE WE ADDUCED HIS PASSAGE FIRST? IN ORDER TO SHOW THAT JESUS WAS NEITHER ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE EVIL SPIRIT, NOR AFFIRMED BY HIMSELF, TO BE ANY OTHER THAN THE CREATOR'S. WELL, BUT JESUS REBUKED HIM, YOU SAY. TO BE SURE HE DID, AS BEING AN ENVIOUS (SPIRIT), AND IN HIS VERY CONFESSION ONLY PETULANT, AND EVIL IN ADULATION--JUST AS IF IT HAD BEEN CHRIST'S HIGHEST GLORY TO HAVE COME FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF DEMONS, AND NOT FOR THE SALVATION OF MANKIND; WHEREAS HIS WISH REALLY WAS THAT HIS DISCIPLES SHOULD NOT GLORY IN THE SUBJECTION OF EVIL SPIRITS BUT IN THE FAIR BEAUTY OF SALVATION. WHY ELSE DID HE REBUKE HIM? IF IT WAS BECAUSE HE WAS ENTIRELY WRONG (IN HIS INVOCATION), THEN HE WAS NEITHER JESUS NOR THE HOLY ONE OF GOD; IF IT WAS BECAUSE HE WAS PARTIALLY WRONG--FOR HAVING SUPPOSED HIM TO BE, RIGHTLY ENOUGH, JESUS AND THE HOLY ONE OF GOD, BUT ALSO AS BELONGING TO THE CREATOR--MOST UNJUSTLY WOULD HE HAVE REBUKED HIM FOR THINKING WHAT HE KNEW HE OUGHT TO THINK (ABOUT HIM), AND FOR NOT SUPPOSING THAT OF HIM WHICH HE KNEW NOT THAT HE OUGHT TO SUPPOSE--THAT HE WAS ANOTHER JESUS, AND THE HOLY ONE OF THE OTHER GOD. IF, HOWEVER, THE REBUKE HAS NOT A MORE PROBABLE MEANING THAN THAT WHICH WE ASCRIBE TO IT, FOLLOWS THAT THE EVIL SPIRIT MADE NO MISTAKE, AND WAS NOT REBUKED FOR LYING; FOR IT WAS JESUS HIMSELF, BESIDES WHOM IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE EVIL SPIRIT TO HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED ANY OTHER, WHILST JESUS AFFIRMED THAT HE WAS HE WHOM THE EVIL SPIRIT HAD ACKNOWLEDGED, BY NOT REBUKING HIM FOR UTTERING A LIE. 
CHAP. VIII."--OTHER PROOFS FROM THE SAME CHAPTER, THAT JESUS, WHO PREACHED AT NAZARETH, AND WAS ACKNOWLEDGED BY CERTAIN DEMONS AS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, WAS THE CREATOR'S CHRIST. AS OCCASION OFFERS, THE DOCETIC ERRORS OF MARCION ARE EXPOSED. 
THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR HAD TO BE CALLED A NAZARENE ACCORDING TO PROPHECY; WHENCE THE JEWS ALSO DESIGNATE US, ON THAT VERY ACCOUNT, NAZARENES AFTER HIM. FOR WE ARE THEY OF WHOM IT IS WRITTEN, "HER NAZARITES WERE WHITER THAN SNOW;" EVEN THEY WHO WERE ONCE DEFILED WITH THE STAINS OF SIN, AND DARKENED WITH THE CLOUDS OF IGNORANCE. BUT TO CHRIST THE TITLE NAZARENE WAS DESTINED TO BECOME A SUITABLE ONE, FROM THE HIDING-PLACE OF HIS INFANCY, FOR WHICH HE WENT DOWN AND DWELT AT NAZARETH, TO ESCAPE FROM ARCHELAUS THE SON OF HEROD. THIS FACT I HAVE NOT REFRAINED FROM MENTIONING ON THIS ACCOUNT, BECAUSE IT BEHOOVED MARCION'S CHRIST TO HAVE FORBORNE ALL CONNECTION WHATEVER WITH THE DOMESTIC LOCALITIES OF THE CREATOR'S CHRIST, WHEN HE HAD SO MANY TOWNS IN JUDAEA WHICH HAD NOT BEEN BY THE PROPHETS THUS ASSIGNED TO THE CREATOR'S CHRIST. BUT CHRIST WILL BE (THE CHRIST) OF THE PROPHETS, WHERESOEVER HE IS FOUND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROPHETS. AND YET EVEN AT NAZARETH HE IS NOT REMARKED AS HAVING PREACHED ANYTHING NEW, WHILST IN ANOTHER VERSE HE IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN REJECTED BY REASON OF A SIMPLE PROVERB. HERE AT ONCE, WHEN I OBSERVE THAT THEY LAID THEIR HANDS ON HIM, I CANNOT HELP DRAWING A CONCLUSION RESPECTING HIS BODILY SUBSTANCE, WHICH CANNOT BE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN A PHANTOM, SINCE IT WAS CAPABLE OF BEING TOUCHED AND EVEN VIOLENTLY HANDLED, WHEN HE WAS SEIZED AND TAKEN AND LED TO THE VERY BRINK OF A PRECIPICE. FOR ALTHOUGH HE ESCAPED THROUGH THE MIDST OF THEM, HE HAD ALREADY EXPERIENCED THEIR ROUGH TREATMENT, AND AFTERWARDS WENT HIS WAY, NO DOUBT BECAUSE THE CROWD (AS USUALLY HAPPENS) GAVE WAY, OR WAS EVEN BROKEN THROUGH; BUT NOT BECAUSE IT WAS ELUDED AS BY AN IMPALPABLE DISGUISE, WHICH, IF THERE HAD BEEN SUCH, WOULD NOT AT ALL HAVE SUBMITTED TO ANY TOUCH. "TANGERE ENIM ET TANGI, NISI CORPUS, NULLA POTEST RES," IS EVEN A SENTENCE WORTHY OF A PLACE IN THE WORLD'S WISDOM. IN SHORT, HE DID HIMSELF TOUCH OTHERS, UPON WHOM HE LAID HIS HANDS, WHICH WERE CAPABLE OF BEING FELT, AND CONFERRED THE BLESSINGS OF HEALING, WHICH WERE NOT LESS TRUE, NOT LESS UNIMAGINARY, THAN WERE THE HANDS WHEREWITH HE BESTOWED THEM. HE WAS THEREFORE THE VERY CHRIST OF ISAIAH, THE HEALER OF OUR SICKNESSES. "SURELY," SAYS HE, "HE HATH BORNE OUR GRIEFS AND CARRIED OUR SORROWS." NOW THE GREEKS ARE ACCUSTOMED TO USE FOR CARRY A WORD WHICH ALSO SIGNIFIES TO TAKE AWAY. A GENERAL PROMISE IS ENOUGH FOR ME IN PASSING. WHATEVER WERE THE CURES WHICH JESUS EFFECTED, HE IS MINE. WE WILL COME, HOWEVER, TO THE KINDS OF CURES. TO LIBERATE MEN, THEN, FROM EVIL SPIRITS, IS A CURE OF SICKNESS. ACCORDINGLY, WICKED SPIRITS (JUST IN THE MANNER OF OUR FORMER EXAMPLE) USED TO GO FORTH WITH A TESTIMONY, EXCLAIMING, "THOU ART THE SON OF GOD,"--OF WHAT GOD, IS CLEAR ENOUGH FROM THE CASE ITSELF. BUT THEY WERE REBUKED, AND ORDERED NOT TO SPEAK; PRECISELY BECAUSE CHRIST WILLED HIMSELF TO BE PROCLAIMED BY MEN, NOT BY UNCLEAN SPIRITS, AS THE SON OF GOD--EVEN THAT CHRIST ALONE TO WHOM THIS WAS BEFITTING, BECAUSE HE HAD SENT BEFOREHAND MEN THROUGH WHOM HE MIGHT BECOME KNOWN, AND WHO WERE ASSUREDLY WORTHIER PREACHERS. IT WAS NATURAL TO HIM TO REFUSE THE PROCLAMATION OF AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT, AT WHOSE COMMAND THERE WAS AN ABUNDANCE OF SAINTS. HE, HOWEVER, WHO HAD NEVER BEEN FORETOLD (IF, INDEED, HE WISHED TO BE ACKNOWLEDGED; FOR IF HE DID NOT WISH SO MUCH, HIS COMING WAS IN VAIN), WOULD NOT HAVE SPURNED THE TESTIMONY OF AN ALIEN OR ANY SORT OF SUBSTANCE, WHO DID NOT HAPPEN TO HAVE A SUBSTANCE OF HIS OWN, BUT HAD DESCENDED IN AN ALIEN ONE. AND NOW, TOO, AS THE DESTROYER ALSO OF THE CREATOR, HE WOULD HAVE DESIRED NOTHING BETTER THAN TO BE ACKNOWLEDGED BY HIS SPIRITS, AND TO BE DIVULGED FOR THE SAKE OF BEING FEARED: ONLY THAT MARCION SAYS THAT HIS GOD IS NOT FEARED; MAINTAINING THAT A GOOD BEING IS NOT AN OBJECT OF FEAR, BUT ONLY A JUDICIAL BEING, IN WHOM RESIDE THE GROUNDS OF FEAR--ANGER, SEVERITY, JUDGMENTS, VENGEANCE, CONDEMNATION. BUT IT WAS FROM FEAR, UNDOUBTEDLY, THAT THE EVIL SPIRITS WERE COWED. THEREFORE, THEY CONFESSED THAT (CHRIST) WAS THE SON OF A GOD WHO WAS TO BE FEARED, BECAUSE THEY WOULD HAVE AN OCCASION OF NOT SUBMITTING IF THERE WERE NONE FOR FEARING. BESIDES, HE SHOWED THAT HE WAS TO BE FEARED, BECAUSE HE DROVE THEM OUT, NOT BY PERSUASION LIKE A GOOD BEING, BUT BY COMMAND AND REPROOF. OR ELSE DID HE REPROVE THEM, BECAUSE THEY WERE MAKING HIM AN OBJECT OF FEAR, WHEN ALL THE WHILE HE DID NOT WANT TO BE FEARED? AND IN WHAT MANNER DID HE WISH THEM TO GO FORTH, WHEN THEY COULD NOT DO SO EXCEPT WITH FEAR? SO THAT HE FELL INTO THE DILEMMA OF HAVING TO CONDUCT HIMSELF CONTRARY TO HIS NATURE, WHEREAS HE MIGHT IN HIS SIMPLE GOODNESS HAVE AT ONCE TREATED THEM WITH LENIENCY. HE FELL, TOO, INTO ANOTHER FALSE POSITION--OF PREVARICATION, WHEN HE PERMITTED HIMSELF TO BE FEARED BY THE DEMONS AS THE SON OF THE CREATOR, THAT HE MIGHT DRIVE THEM OUT, NOT INDEED BY HIS OWN POWER, BUT BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE CREATOR. "HE DEPARTED, AND WENT INTO A DESERT PLACE." THIS WAS, INDEED, THE CREATOR'S CUSTOMARY REGION. IT WAS PROPER THAT THE WORD SHOULD THERE APPEAR IN BODY, WHERE HE HAD AFORETIME, WROUGHT IN A CLOUD. TO THE GOSPEL ALSO WAS SUITABLE THAT CONDITION OF PLACE WHICH HAD ONCE BEEN DETERMINED ON FOR THE LAW. "LET THE WILDERNESS AND THE SOLITARY PLACE, THEREFORE, BE GLAD AND REJOICE;" SO HAD ISAIAH PROMISED. WHEN "STAYED" BY THE CROWDS, HE SAID," I MUST PREACH THE KINGDOM OF GOD TO OTHER CITIES ALSO." HAD HE DISPLAYED HIS GOD ANYWHERE YET? I SUPPOSE AS YET NOWHERE. BUT WAS HE SPEAKING OF THOSE WHO KNEW OF ANOTHER GOD ALSO? I DO NOT BELIEVE SO. IF, THEREFORE, NEITHER HE HAD PREACHED, NOR THEY HAD KNOWN, ANY OTHER GOD BUT THE CREATOR, HE WAS ANNOUNCING THE KINGDOM OF THAT GOD WHOM HE KNEW TO BE THE ONLY GOD KNOWN TO THOSE WHO WERE LISTENING TO HIM. 
CHAP. IX.--OUT OF ST. LUKE'S FIFTH CHAPTER ARE FOUND PROOFS OF CHRIST'S BELONGING TO THE CREATOR, E.G. IN THE CALL OF FISHERMEN TO THE APOSTOLIC OFFICE, AND IN THE CLEANSING OF THE LEPER. CHRIST COMPARED WITH THE PROPHET ELISHA. 
OUT OF SO MANY KINDS OF OCCUPATIONS, WHY INDEED HAD HE SUCH RESPECT FOR THAT OF FISHERMEN, AS TO SELECT FROM IT FOR APOSTLES SIMON AND THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE (FOR IT CANNOT SEEM TO BE THE MERE FACT ITSELF FOR WHICH THE NARRATIVE WAS MEANT TO BE DRAWN OUT), SAYING TO PETER, WHEN HE TREMBLED AT THE VERY LARGE DRAUGHT OF THE FISHES, "FEAR NOT; FROM HENCEFORTH THOU SHALT CATCH MEN?" BY SAYING THIS, HE SUGGESTED TO THEM THE MEANING OF THE FULFILLED PROPHECY, THAT IT WAS EVEN HE WHO BY JEREMIAH HAD FORETOLD, "BEHOLD, I WILL SEND MANY FISHERS; AND THEY SHALL FISH THEM," THAT IS, MEN. THEN AT LAST THEY LEFT THEIR BOATS, AND FOLLOWED HIM, UNDERSTANDING THAT IT WAS HE WHO HAD BEGUN TO ACCOMPLISH WHAT HE HAD DECLARED. IT IS QUITE ANOTHER CASE, WHEN HE AFFECTED TO CHOOSE FROM THE COLLEGE OF SHIPMASTERS, INTENDING ONE DAY TO APPOINT THE SHIPMASTER MARCION HIS APOSTLE. WE HAVE INDEED ALREADY LAID IT DOWN, IN OPPOSITION TO HIS ANTITHESES, THAT THE POSITION OF MARCION DERIVES NO ADVANTAGE FROM THE DIVERSITY WHICH HE SUPPOSES TO EXIST BETWEEN THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL, INASMUCH AS EVEN THIS WAS ORDAINED BY THE CREATOR, AND INDEED PREDICTED IN THE PROMISE OF THE NEW LAW, AND THE NEW WORD, AND THE NEW TESTAMENT. SINCE, HOWEVER, HE QUOTES WITH ESPECIAL CARE, AS A PROOF IN HIS DOMAIN, A CERTAIN COMPANION IN MISERY (SUNTALAIPWRON), AND ASSOCIATE IN HATRED (SUMMISOUMENON), WITH HIMSELF, FOR THE CURE OF LEPROSY, I SHALL NOT BE SORRY TO MEET HIM, AND BEFORE ANYTHING ELSE TO POINT OUT TO HIM THE FORCE OF THE LAW FIGURATIVELY INTERPRETED, WHICH, IN THIS EXAMPLE OF A LEPER (WHO WAS NOT TO BE TOUCHED, BUT WAS RATHER TO BE REMOVED FROM ALL INTERCOURSE WITH OTHERS), PROHIBITED ANY COMMUNICATION WITH A PERSON WHO WAS DEFILED WITH SINS, WITH WHOM THE APOSTLE ALSO FORBIDS US EVEN TO EAT FOOD, FORASMUCH AS THE TAINT OF SINS WOULD BE COMMUNICATED AS IF CONTAGIOUS: WHEREVER A MAN SHOULD MIX HIMSELF WITH THE SINNER. THE LORD, THEREFORE, WISHING THAT THE LAW SHOULD BE MORE PROFOUNDLY UNDERSTOOD AS SIGNIFYING SPIRITUAL TRUTHS BY CARNAL FACTS--AND THUS NOT DESTROYING, BUT RATHER BUILDING UP, THAT LAW WHICH HE WANTED TO HAVE MORE EARNESTLY ACKNOWLEDGED-TOUCHED THE LEPER, BY WHOM (EVEN ALTHOUGH AS MAN HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN DEFILED) HE COULD NOT BE DEFILED AS GOD, BEING OF COURSE INCORRUPTIBLE. THE PRESCRIPTION, THEREFORE, COULD NOT BE MEANT FOR HIM, THAT HE WAS BOUND TO OBSERVE THE LAW AND NOT TOUCH THE UNCLEAN PERSON, SEEING THAT CONTACT WITH THE UNCLEAN WOULD NOT CAUSE DEFILEMENT TO HIM. I THUS TEACH THAT THIS (IMMUNITY) IS CONSISTENT IN MY CHRIST, THE RATHER WHEN I SHOW THAT IT IS NOT CONSISTENT IN YOURS. NOW, IF IT WAS AS AN ENEMY OF THE LAW THAT HE TOUCHED THE LEPER--DISREGARDING THE PRECEPT OF THE LAW BY A CONTEMPT OF THE DEFILEMENT--HOW COULD HE BE DEFILED, WHEN HE POSSESSED NOT A BODY WHICH COULD BE DEFILED? FOR A PHANTOM IS NOT SUSCEPTIBLE OF DEFILEMENT. HE THEREFORE, WHO COULD NOT BE DEFILED, AS BEING A PHANTOM, WILL NOT HAVE AN IMMUNITY FROM POLLUTION BY ANY DIVINE POWER, BUT OWING TO HIS FANTASTIC VACUITY; NOR CAN HE BE REGARDED AS HAVING DESPISED POLLUTION, WHO HAD NOT IN FACT ANY MATERIAL CAPACITY FOR IT; NOR, IN LIKE MANNER, AS HAVING DESTROYED THE LAW, WHO HAD ESCAPED DEFILEMENT FROM THE OCCASION OF HIS PHANTOM NATURE, NOT FROM ANY DISPLAY OF VIRTUE. IF, HOWEVER, THE CREATOR'S PROPHET ELISHA CLEANSED NAAMAN THE SYRIAN ALONE, TO THE EXCLUSION OF SO MANY LEPERS IN ISRAEL, THIS FACT CONTRIBUTES NOTHING TO THE DISTINCTION OF CHRIST, AS IF HE WERE IN THIS WAY THE BETTER ONE FOR CLEANSING THIS ISRAELITE LEPER, ALTHOUGH A STRANGER TO HIM, WHOM HIS OWN LORD HAD BEEN UNABLE TO CLEANSE. THE CLEANSING OF THE SYRIAN RATHER WAS SIGNIFICANT THROUGHOUT THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD OF THEIR OWN CLEANSING IN CHRIST THEIR LIGHT, STEEPED AS THEY WERE IN THE STAINS OF THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS: IDOLATRY, BLASPHEMY, MURDER, ADULTERY, FORNICATION, FALSE-WITNESS, AND FRAUD. SEVEN TIMES, THEREFORE, AS IF ONCE FOR EACH," DID HE WASH IN JORDAN; BOTH IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT CELEBRATE THE EXPIATION OF A PERFECT HEBDOMAD; AND BECAUSE THE VIRTUE AND FULNESS OF THE ONE BAPTISM WAS THUS SOLEMNLY IMPUTED TO CHRIST, ALONE, WHO WAS ONE DAY TO ESTABLISH ON EARTH NOT ONLY A REVELATION, BUT ALSO A BAPTISM, ENDUED WITH COMPENDIOUS EFFICACY. EVEN MARCION FINDS HERE AN ANTITHESIS: HOW THAT ELISHA INDEED REQUIRED A MATERIAL RESOURCE, APPLIED WATER, AND THAT SEVEN TIMES; WHEREAS CHRIST, BY THE EMPLOYMENT OF A WORD ONLY, AND THAT BUT ONCE FOR ALL, INSTANTLY EFFECTED THE CURE. AND SURELY, I MIGHT VENTURE TO CLAIM THE VERY WORD ALSO AS OF THE CREATOR'S SUBSTANCE. THERE IS NOTHING OF WHICH HE WHO WAS THE PRIMITIVE AUTHOR IS NOT ALSO THE MORE POWERFUL ONE. FORSOOTH, IT IS INCREDIBLE THAT THAT POWER OF THE CREATOR SHOULD HAVE, BY A WORD, PRODUCED A REMEDY FOR A SINGLE MALADY, WHICH ONCE BY A WORD BROUGHT INTO BEING SO VAST A FABRIC AS THE WORLD! FROM WHAT CAN THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR BE BETTER DISCERNED, THEN FROM THE POWER OF HIS WORD? BUT CHRIST IS ON THIS ACCOUNT ANOTHER (CHRIST), BECAUSE HE ACTED DIFFERENTLY FROM ELISHA--BECAUSE, IN FACT, THE MASTER IS MORE POWERFUL THAN HIS SERVANT! WHY, MARCION, DO YOU LAY DOWN THE RULE, THAT THINGS ARE DONE BY SERVANTS JUST AS THEY ARE BY THEIR VERY MASTERS? ARE YOU NOT AFRAID THAT IT WILL TURN TO YOUR DISCREDIT, IF YOU DENY THAT CHRIST BELONGS TO THE CREATOR, ON THE GROUND THAT HE WAS ONCE MORE POWERFUL THAN A SERVANT OF THE CREATOR--SINCE, IN COMPARISON WITH THE WEAKNESS OF ELISHA, HE IS ACKNOWLEDGED TO BE THE GREATER, IF INDEED GREATER! FOR THE CURE IS THE SAME, ALTHOUGH THERE IS A DIFFERENCE IN THE WORKING OF IT. WHAT HAS YOUR CHRIST PERFORMED MORE THAN MY ELISHA? NAY, WHAT GREAT THING HAS THE WORD OF YOUR CHRIST PERFORMED, WHEN IT HAS SIMPLY DONE THAT WHICH A RIVER OF THE CREATOR EFFECTED? ON THE SAME PRINCIPLE OCCURS ALL THE REST. SO FAR AS RENOUNCING ALL HUMAN GLORY WENT, HE FORBADE THE MAN TO PUBLISH ABROAD THE CURE; BUT SO FAR AS THE HONOR OF THE LAW WAS CONCERNED, HE REQUESTED THAT THE USUAL COURSE SHOULD BE FOLLOWED: "GO, SHOW THYSELF TO THE PRIEST, AND PRESENT THE OFFERING WHICH MOSES COMMANDED." FOR THE FIGURATIVE SIGNS OF THE LAW IN ITS TYPES HE STILL WOULD HAVE OBSERVED, BECAUSE OF THEIR PROPHETIC IMPORT. THESE TYPES SIGNIFIED THAT A MAN, ONCE A SINNER, BUT AFTERWARDS PURIFIED FROM THE STAINS THEREOF BY THE WORD OF GOD, WAS BOUND TO OFFER UNTO GOD IN THE TEMPLE A GIFT, EVEN PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING IN THE CHURCH THROUGH CHRIST JESUS, WHO IS THE CATHOLIC PRIEST OF THE FATHER. ACCORDINGLY, HE ADDED: "THAT IT MAY BE FOR A TESTIMONY UNTO YOU"--ONE, NO DOUBT, WHEREBY HE WOULD TESTIFY THAT HE WAS NOT DESTROYING THE LAW, BUT FULFILLING IT; WHEREBY, TOO, HE WOULD TESTIFY THAT IT WAS HE HIMSELF WHO WAS FORETOLD AS ABOUT TO UNDERTAKE THEIR SICKNESSES AND INFIRMITIES. THIS VERY CONSISTENT AND BECOMING EXPLANATION OF "THE TESTIMONY," THAT ADULATOR OF HIS OWN CHRIST, MARCION SEEKS TO EXCLUDE UNDER THE COVER OF MERCY AND GENTLENESS. FOR, BEING BOTH GOOD (SUCH ARE HIS WORDS), AND KNOWING, BESIDES, THAT EVERY MAN WHO HAD BEEN FREED FROM LEPROSY WOULD BE SURE TO PERFORM THE SOLEMNITIES OF THE LAW, THEREFORE HE GAVE THIS PRECEPT. WELL, WHAT THEN? HAS HE CONTINUED IN HIS GOODNESS (THAT IS TO SAY, IN HIS PERMISSION OF THE LAW) OR NOT? FOR IF HE HAS PERSEVERED IN HIS GOODNESS, HE WILL NEVER BECOME A DESTROYER OF THE LAW; NOR WILL HE EVER BE ACCOUNTED AS BELONGING TO ANOTHER GOD, BECAUSE THERE WOULD NOT EXIST THAT DESTRUCTION OF THE LAW WHICH WOULD CONSTITUTE HIS CLAIM TO BELONG TO THE OTHER GOD. IF, HOWEVER, HE HAS NOT CONTINUED GOOD, BY A SUBSEQUENT DESTRUCTION OF THE LAW, IT IS A FALSE TESTIMONY WHICH HE HAS SINCE IMPOSED UPON THEM IN HIS CURE OF THE LEPER; BECAUSE HE HAS FORSAKEN HIS GOODNESS, IN DESTROYING THE LAW. IF, THEREFORE, HE WAS GOOD WHILST UPHOLDING THE LAW, HE HAS NOW BECOME EVIL AS A DESTROYER OF THE LAW. HOWEVER, BY THE SUPPORT WHICH HE GAVE TO THE LAW, HE AFFIRMED THAT THE LAW WAS GOOD. FOR NO ONE PERMITS HIMSELF IN THE SUPPORT OF AN EVIL THING. THEREFORE, HE IS NOT ONLY BAD IF HE HAS PERMITTED OBEDIENCE TO A BAD LAW; BUT EVEN WORSE STILL, IF HE HAS APPEARED AS THE DESTROYER OF A GOOD LAW. SO THAT IF HE COMMANDED THE OFFERING OF THE GIFT BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT EVERY CURED LEPER WOULD BE SURE TO BRING ONE; HE POSSIBLY ABSTAINED FROM COMMANDING WHAT HE KNEW WOULD BE SPONTANEOUSLY DONE. IN VAIN, THEREFORE, WAS HIS COMING DOWN, AS IF WITH THE INTENTION OF DESTROYING THE LAW, WHEN HE MAKES CONCESSIONS TO THE KEEPERS OF THE LAW. AND YET, BECAUSE HE KNEW THEIR DISPOSITION, HE OUGHT THE MORE EARNESTLY TO HAVE PREVENTED THEIR NEGLECT OF THE LAW, SINCE HE HAD COME FOR THIS PURPOSE. WHY THEN DID HE NOT KEEP SILENT, THAT MAN MIGHT OF HIS OWN SIMPLE WILL OBEY THE LAW? FOR THEN MIGHT HE HAVE SEEMED TO SOME EXTENT TO HAVE PERSISTED IN HIS PATIENCE. BUT HE ADDS ALSO HIS OWN AUTHORITY INCREASED BY THE WEIGHT OF THIS "TESTIMONY." OF WHAT TESTIMONY, I ASK, IF NOT THAT OF THE ASSERTION OF THE LAW? SURELY IT MATTERS NOT IN WHAT WAY HE ASSERTED THE LAW--WHETHER AS GOOD, OR AS SUPEREROGATORY, OR AS PATIENT, OR AS INCONSTANT-PROVIDED, MARCION, I DRIVE YOU FROM YOUR POSITION. OBSERVE, HE COMMANDED THAT THE LAW SHOULD BE FULFILLED. IN WHATEVER WAY HE COMMANDED IT, IN THE SAME WAY MIGHT HE ALSO HAVE FIRST UTTERED THAT SENTIMENT: "I CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFIL IT." WHAT BUSINESS, THEREFORE, HAD YOU TO ERASE OUT OF THE GOSPEL THAT WHICH WAS QUITE CONSISTENT IN IT? FOR YOU HAVE CONFESSED THAT, IN HIS GOODNESS, HE DID IN ACT WHAT YOU DENY THAT HE DID IN WORD. WE HAVE THEREFORE GOOD PROOF THAT HE UTTERED THE WORD, IN THE FACT THAT HE DID THE DEED; AND THAT YOU HAVE RATHER EXPUNGED THE LORD'S WORD, THAN THAT OUR (EVANGELISTS) HAVE INSERTED IT. 
CHAP. X.--FURTHER PROOFS OF THE SAME TRUTH IN THE SAME CHAPTER, FROM THE HEALING OF THE PARALYTIC, AND FROM THE DESIGNATION SON OF MAN WHICH JESUS GIVES HIMSELF. TERTULLIAN SUSTAINS HIS ARGUMENT BY SEVERAL QUOTATIONS FROM THE PROPHETS. 
THE SICK OF THE PALSY IS HEALED, AND THAT IN PUBLIC, IN THE SIGHT OF THE PEOPLE. FOR, SAYS ISAIAH, "THEY SHALL SEE THE GLORY OF THE LORD, AND THE EXCELLENCY OF OUR GOD." WHAT GLORY, AND WHAT EXCELLENCY? "BE STRONG, YE WEAK HANDS, AND YE FEEBLE KNEES:" THIS REFERS TO THE PALSY. "BE STRONG; FEAR NOT." BE STRONG IS NOT VAINLY REPEATED, NOR IS FEAR NOT VAINLY ADDED; BECAUSE WITH THE RENEWAL OF THE LIMBS THERE WAS TO BE, ACCORDING TO THE PROMISE, A RESTORATION ALSO OF BODILY ENERGIES: "ARISE, AND TAKE UP THY COUCH;" AND LIKEWISE MORAL COURAGE NOT TO BE AFRAID OF THOSE WHO SHOULD SAY, "WHO CAN FORGIVE SINS, BUT GOD ALONE?" SO THAT YOU HAVE HERE NOT ONLY THE FULFILMENT OF THE PROPHECY WHICH PROMISED A PARTICULAR KIND OF HEALING, BUT ALSO OF THE SYMPTOMS WHICH FOLLOWED THE CURE. IN LIKE MANNER, YOU SHOULD ALSO RECOGNIZE CHRIST IN THE SAME PROPHET AS THE FORGIVER OF SINS. "FOR," HE SAYS, "HE SHALL REMIT TO MANY THEIR SINS, AND SHALL HIMSELF TAKE AWAY OUR SINS." FOR IN AN EARLIER PASSAGE, SPEAKING IN THE PERSON OF THE LORD HIMSELF, HE HAD SAID: "EVEN THOUGH YOUR SINS BE AS SCARLET, I WILL MAKE THEM AS WHITE AS SNOW; EVEN THOUGH THEY BE LIKE CRIMSON, I WILL WHITEN THEM AS WOOL." IN THE SCARLET COLOR HE INDICATES THE BLOOD OF THE PROPHETS; IN THE CRIMSON, THAT OF THE LORD, AS THE BRIGHTER. CONCERNING THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS, MICAH ALSO SAYS: "WHO IS A GOD LIKE UNTO THEE? PARDONING INIQUITY, AND PASSING BY THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF THE REMNANT OF THINE HERITAGE. HE RETAINETH NOT HIS ANGER AS A TESTIMONY AGAINST THEM, BECAUSE HE DELIGHTETH IN MERCY. HE WILL TURN AGAIN, AND WILL HAVE COMPASSION UPON US; HE WIPETH AWAY OUR INIQUITIES, AND CASTETH OUR SINS INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA." NOW, IF NOTHING OF THIS SORT HAD BEEN PREDICTED OF CHRIST, I SHOULD FIND IN THE CREATOR EXAMPLES OF SUCH A BENIGNITY AS WOULD HOLD OUT TO ME THE PROMISE OF SIMILAR AFFECTIONS ALSO IN THE SON OF WHOM HE IS THE FATHER. I SEE HOW THE NINEVITES OBTAINED FORGIVENESS OF THEIR SINS FROM THE CREATOR--NOT TO SAY FROM CHRIST, EVEN THEN, BECAUSE FROM THE BEGINNING HE ACTED IN THE FATHER'S NAME. I READ, TOO, HOW THAT, WHEN DAVID ACKNOWLEDGED HIS SIN AGAINST URIAH, THE PROPHET NATHAN SAID UNTO HIM, "THE LORD HATH CANCELLED THY SIN, AND THOU SHALT NOT DIE;" HOW KING AHAB IN LIKE MANNER, THE HUSBAND OF JEZEBEL, GUILTY OF IDOLATRY AND OF THE BLOOD OF NABOTH, OBTAINED PARDON BECAUSE OF HIS REPENTANCE; AND HOW JONATHAN THE SON OF SAUL BLOTTED OUT BY HIS DEPRECATION THE GUILT OF A VIOLATED FAST. WHY SHOULD I RECOUNT THE FREQUENT RESTORATION OF THE NATION ITSELF AFTER THE FORGIVENESS OF THEIR SINS? BY THAT GOD, INDEED, WHO WILL HAVE MERCY RATHER THAN SACRIFICE, AND A SINNER'S REPENTANCE RATHER THAN HIS DEATH. YOU WILL FIRST HAVE TO DENY THAT THE CREATOR EVER FORGAVE SINS; THEN YOU MUST IN REASON SHOW THAT HE NEVER ORDAINED ANY SUCH PREROGATIVE FOR HIS CHRIST; AND SO, YOU WILL PROVE HOW NOVEL IS THAT BOASTED BENEVOLENCE OF THE, OF COURSE, NOVEL CHRIST WHEN YOU SHALL HAVE PROVED THAT IT IS NEITHER COMPATIBLE WITH THE CREATOR NOR PREDICTED BY THE CREATOR. BUT WHETHER TO REMIT SINS CAN APPERTAIN TO ONE WHO IS SAID TO BE UNABLE TO RETAIN THEM, AND WHETHER TO ABSOLVE CAN BELONG TO HIM WHO IS INCOMPETENT EVEN TO CONDEMN, AND WHETHER TO FORGIVE IS SUITABLE TO HIM AGAINST WHOM NO OFFENCE CAN BE COMMITTED, ARE QUESTIONS WHICH WE HAVE ENCOUNTERED ELSEWHERE, WHEN WE PREFERRED TO DROP SUGGESTIONS RATHER THAN TREAT THEM ANEW. CONCERNING THE SON OF MAN OUR RULE IS A TWOFOLD ONE: THAT CHRIST CANNOT LIE, SO AS TO DECLARE HIMSELF THE SON OF MAN, IF HE BE NOT TRULY SO; NOR CAN HE BE CONSTITUTED THE SON OF MAN, UNLESS HE BE BORN OF A HUMAN PARENT, EITHER FATHER OR MOTHER. AND THEN THE DISCUSSION WILL TURN ON THE POINT, OF WHICH HUMAN PARENT HE OUGHT TO BE ACCOUNTED THE SON--OF THE FATHER OR THE MOTHER? SINCE HE IS (BEGOTTEN) OF GOD THE FATHER, HE IS NOT, OF COURSE, (THE SON) OF A HUMAN FATHER. IF HE IS NOT OF A HUMAN FATHER, IT FOLLOWS THAT HE MUST BE (THE SON) OF A HUMAN MOTHER. IF OF A HUMAN MOTHER, IT IS EVIDENT THAT SHE MUST BE A VIRGIN. FOR TO WHOM A HUMAN FATHER IS NOT ASCRIBED, TO HIS MOTHER A HUSBAND WILL NOT BE RECKONED; AND THEN TO WHAT MOTHER A HUSBAND IS NOT RECKONED, THE CONDITION OF VIRGINITY BELONGS. BUT IF HIS MOTHER BE NOT A VIRGIN, TWO FATHERS WILL HAVE TO BE RECKONED TO HIM--A DIVINE AND A HUMAN ONE. FOR SHE MUST HAVE A HUSBAND, NOT TO BE A VIRGIN; AND BY HAVING A HUSBAND, SHE WOULD CAUSE TWO FATHERS--ONE DIVINE, THE OTHER HUMAN--TO ACCRUE TO HIM, WHO WOULD THUS BE SON BOTH OF GOD AND OF A MAN. SUCH A NATIVITY (IF ONE MAY CALL IT SO) THE MYTHIC STORIES ASSIGN TO CASTOR OR TO HERCULES. NOW, IF THIS DISTINCTION BE OBSERVED, THAT IS TO SAY, IF HE BE SON OF MAN AS BORN OF HIS MOTHER, BECAUSE NOT BEGOTTEN OF A FATHER, AND HIS MOTHER BE A VIRGIN, BECAUSE HIS FATHER IS NOT HUMAN--HE WILL BE THAT CHRIST WHOM ISAIAH FORETOLD THAT A VIRGIN SHOULD CONCEIVE, ON WHAT PRINCIPLE YOU, MARCION, CAN ADMIT HIM SON OF MAN, I CANNOT POSSIBLY SEE. IF THROUGH A HUMAN FATHER, THEN YOU DENY HIM TO BE SON OF GOD; IF THROUGH A DIVINE ONE ALSO, THEN YOU MAKE CHRIST THE HERCULES OF FABLE; IF THROUGH A HUMAN MOTHER ONLY, THEN YOU CONCEDE MY POINT; IF NOT THROUGH A HUMAN FATHER ALSO, THEN HE IS NOT THE SON OF ANY MAN, AND HE MUST HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF A LIE FOR HAVING DECLARED HIMSELF TO BE WHAT HE WAS NOT. ONE THING ALONE CAN HELP YOU IN YOUR DIFFICULTY: BOLDNESS ON YOUR PART EITHER TO SURNAME YOUR GOD AS ACTUALLY THE HUMAN FATHER OF CHRIST, AS VALENTINUS DID WITH HIS AEON; OR ELSE TO DENY THAT THE VIRGIN WAS HUMAN, WHICH EVEN VALENTINUS DID NOT DO. WHAT NOW, IF CHRIST BE DESCRIBED IN DANIEL BY THIS VERY TITLE OF "SON OF MAN?" IS NOT THIS ENOUGH TO PROVE THAT HE IS THE CHRIST OF PROPHECY? FOR IF HE GIVES HIMSELF THAT APPELLATION WHICH WAS PROVIDED IN THE PROPHECY FOR THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR, HE UNDOUBTEDLY OFFERS HIMSELF TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS HIM TO WHOM (THE APPELLATION) WAS ASSIGNED BY THE PROPHET. BUT PERHAPS IT CAN BE REGARDED AS A SIMPLE IDENTITY OF NAMES; AND YET WE HAVE MAINTAINED THAT NEITHER CHRIST NOR JESUS OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN CALLED BY THESE NAMES, IF THEY POSSESSED ANY CONDITION OF DIVERSITY. BUT AS REGARDS THE APPELLATION "SON OF MAN," IN AS FAR AS IT OCCURS BY ACCIDENT, IN SO FAR THERE IS A DIFFICULTY IN ITS OCCURRENCE ALONG WITH A CASUAL IDENTITY OF NAMES. FOR IT IS OF PURE ACCIDENT, ESPECIALLY WHEN THE SAME CAUSE DOES NOT APPEAR WHEREBY THE IDENTITY MAY BE OCCASIONED. AND THEREFORE, IF MARCION'S CHRIST BE ALSO SAID TO BE BORN OF MAN, THEN HE TOO WOULD RECEIVE AN IDENTICAL APPELLATION, AND THERE WOULD BE TWO SONS OF MAN, AS ALSO TWO CHRISTS AND TWO JESUSES. THEREFORE, SINCE THE APPELLATION IS THE SOLE RIGHT OF HIM IN WHOM IT HAS A SUITABLE REASON, IF IT BE CLAIMED FOR ANOTHER IN WHOM THERE IS AN IDENTITY OF NAME, BUT NOT OF APPELLATION, THEN THE IDENTITY OF NAME EVEN LOOKS SUSPICIOUS IN HIM FOR WHOM IS CLAIMED WITHOUT REASON THE IDENTITY OF APPELLATION. AND IT FOLLOWS THAT HE MUST BE BELIEVED TO BE ONE AND THE SAME, WHO IS FOUND TO BE THE MORE FIT TO RECEIVE BOTH THE NAME AND THE APPELLATION; WHILE THE OTHER IS EXCLUDED, WHO HAS NO RIGHT TO THE APPELLATION, BECAUSE HE HAS NO REASON TO SHOW FOR IT. NOR WILL ANY OTHER BE BETTER ENTITLED TO BOTH THAN HE WHO IS THE EARLIER, AND HAS HAD ALLOTTED TO HIM THE NAME OF CHRIST AND THE APPELLATION OF SON OF MAN, EVEN THE JESUS OF THE CREATOR. IT WAS HE WHO WAS SEEN BY THE KING OF BABYLON IN THE FURNACE WITH HIS MARTYRS: "THE FOURTH, WHO WAS LIKE THE SON OF MAN." HE ALSO WAS REVEALED TO DANIEL HIMSELF EXPRESSLY AS "THE SON OF MAN, COMING IN THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN" AS A JUDGE, AS ALSO THE SCRIPTURE SHOWS. WHAT I HAVE ADVANCED MIGHT HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENT CONCERNING THE DESIGNATION IN PROPHECY OF THE SON OF MAN. BUT THE SCRIPTURE OFFERS ME FURTHER INFORMATION, EVEN IN THE INTERPRETATION OF THE LORD HIMSELF. FOR WHEN THE JEWS, WHO LOOKED AT HIM AS MERELY MAN, AND WERE NOT YET SURE THAT HE WAS GOD ALSO, AS BEING LIKEWISE THE SON OF GOD, RIGHTLY ENOUGH SAID THAT A MAN COULD NOT FORGIVE SINS, BUT GOD ALONE, WHY DID HE NOT, FOLLOWING UP THEIR POINT ABOUT MAN, ANSWER THEM, THAT HE HAD POWER TO REMIT SINS; INASMUCH AS, WHEN HE MENTIONED THE SON OF MAN, HE ALSO NAMED A HUMAN BEING? EXCEPT IT WERE BECAUSE HE WANTED, BY HELP OF THE VERY DESIGNATION "SON OF MAN" FROM THE BOOK OF DANIEL, SO TO INDUCE THEM TO REFLECT AS TO SHOW THEM THAT HE WHO REMITTED SINS WAS GOD AND MAN--THAT ONLY SON OF MAN, INDEED, IN THE PROPHECY OF DANIEL, WHO HAD OBTAINED THE POWER OF JUDGING, AND THEREBY, OF COURSE, OF FORGIVING SINS LIKEWISE (FOR HE WHO JUDGES ALSO ABSOLVES); SO THAT, WHEN ONCE THAT OBJECTION OF THEIRS WAS SHATTERED TO PIECES BY THEIR RECOLLECTION OF SCRIPTURE, THEY MIGHT THE MORE EASILY ACKNOWLEDGE HIM TO BE THE SON OF MAN HIMSELF BY HIS OWN ACTUAL FORGIVENESS OF SINS. I MAKE ONE MORE OBSERVATION, HOW THAT HE HAS NOWHERE AS YET PROFESSED HIMSELF TO BE THE SON OF GOD--BUT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THIS PASSAGE, IN WHICH FOR THE FIRST TIME HE HAS REMITTED SINS; THAT IS, IN WHICH FOR THE FIRST TIME HE HAS USED HIS FUNCTION OF JUDGMENT, BY THE ABSOLUTION. ALL THAT THE OPPOSITE SIDE HAS TO ALLEGE IN ARGUMENT AGAINST THESE THINGS, (I BEG YOU) CAREFULLY WEIGH WHAT IT AMOUNTS TO. FOR IT MUST NEEDS STRAIN ITSELF TO SUCH A PITCH OF INFATUATION AS, ON THE ONE HAND, TO MAINTAIN THAT (THEIR CHRIST) IS ALSO SON OF MAN, IN ORDER TO SAVE HIM FROM THE CHARGE OF FALSEHOOD; AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, TO DENY THAT HE WAS BORN OF WOMAN, LEST THEY GRANT THAT HE WAS THE VIRGIN'S SON. SINCE, HOWEVER, THE DIVINE AUTHORITY AND THE NATURE OF THE CASE, AND COMMON SENSE, DO NOT ADMIT THIS INSANE POSITION OF THE HERETICS, WE HAVE HERE THE OPPORTUNITY OF PUTTING IN A VETO IN THE BRIEFEST POSSIBLE TERMS, ON THE SUBSTANCE OF CHRIST'S BODY, AGAINST MARCION'S PHANTOMS. SINCE HE IS BORN OF MAN, BEING THE SON OF MAN. HE IS BODY DERIVED FROM BODY. YOU MAY, I ASSURE YOU, MORE EASILY FIND A MAN BORN WITHOUT A HEART OR WITHOUT BRAINS, LIKE MARCION HIMSELF, THAN WITHOUT A BODY, LIKE MARCION'S CHRIST. AND LET THIS BE THE LIMIT TO YOUR EXAMINATION OF THE HEART, OR, AT ANY RATE, THE BRAINS OF THE HERETIC OF PONTUS. 
CHAP. XI.--THE CALL OF LEVI THE PUBLICAN. CHRIST IN RELATION TO THE BAPTIST. CHRIST AS THE BRIDEGROOM. THE PARABLE OF THE OLD WINE AND THE NEW. ARGUMENTS CONNECTING CHRIST WITH THE CREATOR. 
THE PUBLICAN WHO WAS CHOSEN BY THE LORD, HE ADDUCES FOR A PROOF THAT HE WAS CHOSEN AS A STRANGER TO THE LAW AND UNINITIATED IN JUDAISM, BY ONE WHO WAS AN ADVERSARY TO THE LAW. THE CASE OF PETER ESCAPED HIS MEMORY, WHO, ALTHOUGH HE WAS A MAN OF THE LAW, WAS NOT ONLY CHOSEN BY THE LORD, BUT ALSO OBTAINED THE TESTIMONY OF POSSESSING KNOWLEDGE WHICH WAS GIVEN TO HIM BY THE FATHER. HE HAD NOWHERE READ OF CHRIST'S BEING FORETOLD AS THE LIGHT, AND HOPE, AND EXPECTATION OF THE GENTILES! HE, HOWEVER, RATHER SPOKE OF THE JEWS IN A FAVORABLE LIGHT, WHEN HE SAID, "THE WHOLE NEEDED NOT A PHYSICIAN, BUT THEY THAT ARE SICK." FOR SINCE BY "THOSE THAT ARE SICK" HE MEANT THAT THE HEATHENS AND PUBLICANS SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD, WHOM HE WAS CHOOSING, HE AFFIRMED OF THE JEWS THAT THEY WERE "WHOLE" FOR WHOM HE SAID THAT A PHYSICIAN WAS NOT NECESSARY. THIS BEING THE CASE, HE MAKES A MISTAKE IN COMING DOWN TO DESTROY THE LAW, AS IF FOR THE REMEDY OF A DISEASED CONDITION. BECAUSE THEY WHO WERE LIVING UNDER IT WERE "WHOLE," AND "NOT IN WANT OF A PHYSICIAN." HOW, MOREOVER, DOES IT HAPPEN THAT HE PROPOSED THE SIMILITUDE OF A PHYSICIAN, IF HE DID NOT VERIFY IT? FOR, JUST AS NOBODY USES A PHYSICIAN FOR HEALTHY PERSONS, SO WILL NO ONE DO SO FOR STRANGERS, IN SO FAR AS HE IS ONE OF MARCION'S GOD-MADE MEN, HAVING TO HIMSELF BOTH A CREATOR AND PRESERVER, AND A SPECIALLY, GOOD PHYSICIAN, IN HIS CHRIST. THIS MUCH THE COMPARISON PREDETERMINES, THAT A PHYSICIAN IS MORE USUALLY FURNISHED BY HIM TO WHOM THE SICK PEOPLE BELONG. WHENCE, TOO, DOES JOHN COME UPON THE SCENE? CHRIST, SUDDENLY; AND JUST AS SUDDENLY, JOHN! AFTER THIS FASHION OCCUR ALL THINGS IN MARCION'S SYSTEM. THEY HAVE THEIR OWN SPECIAL AND PLENARY COURSE IN THE CREATOR'S DISPENSATION. OF JOHN, HOWEVER, WHAT ELSE I HAVE TO SAY WILL BE FOUND IN ANOTHER PASSAGE. TO THE SEVERAL POINTS WHICH NOW COME BEFORE US AN ANSWER MUST BE GIVEN. THIS, THEN, I WILL TAKE CARE TO DO--DEMONSTRATE THAT, RECIPROCALLY, JOHN IS SUITABLE TO CHRIST, AND CHRIST TO JOAN, THE LATTER, OF COURSE, AS A PROPHET OF THE CREATOR, JUST AS THE FORMER IS THE CREATOR'S CHRIST; AND SO, THE HERETIC MAY BLUSH AT FRUSTRATING, TO HIS OWN FRUSTRATION, THE MISSION OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. FOR IF THERE HAD BEEN NO MINISTRY OF JOHN AT ALL--"THE VOICE," AS ISAIAH CALLS HIM, "OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS," AND THE PREPARER OF THE WAYS OF THE LORD BY DENUNCIATION AND RECOMMENDATION OF REPENTANCE; IF, TOO, HE HAD NOT BAPTIZED (CHRIST) HIMSELF ALONG WITH OTHERS, NOBODY COULD HAVE CHALLENGED THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST, AS THEY ATE AND DRANK, TO A COMPARISON WITH THE DISCIPLES OF JOHN, WHO WERE CONSTANTLY FASTING AND PRAYING; BECAUSE, IF THERE EXISTED ANY DIVERSITY BETWEEN CHRIST AND JOHN, AND THEIR FOLLOWERS RESPECTIVELY, NO EXACT COMPARISON WOULD BE POSSIBLE, NOR WOULD THERE BE A SINGLE POINT WHERE IT COULD BE CHALLENGED. FOR NOBODY WOULD FEEL SURPRISE, AND NOBODY WOULD BE PERPLEXED, ALTHOUGH THERE SHOULD ARISE RIVAL PREDICTIONS OF A DIVERSE DEITY, WHICH SHOULD ALSO MUTUALLY DIFFER ABOUT MODES OF CONDUCT, HAVING A PRIOR DIFFERENCE ABOUT THE AUTHORITIES UPON WHICH THEY WERE BASED. THEREFORE, CHRIST BELONGED TO JOHN, AND JOHN TO CHRIST; WHILE BOTH BELONGED TO THE CREATOR, AND BOTH WERE OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, PREACHERS AND MASTERS. ELSE CHRIST WOULD HAVE REJECTED THE DISCIPLINE OF JOHN, AS OF THE RIVAL GOD, AND WOULD ALSO HAVE DEFENDED THE DISCIPLES, AS VERY PROPERLY PURSUING A DIFFERENT WALK, BECAUSE CONSECRATED TO THE SERVICE OF ANOTHER AND CONTRARY DEITY. BUT AS IT IS, WHILE MODESTLY GIVING A REASON WHY "THE CHILDREN OF THE BRIDEGROOM ARE UNABLE TO FAST DURING THE TIME THE BRIDEGROOM IS WITH THEM," BUT PROMISING THAT "THEY SHOULD AFTERWARDS FAST, WHEN THE BRIDEGROOM WAS TAKEN AWAY FROM THEM," HE NEITHER DEFENDED THE DISCIPLES, (BUT RATHER EXCUSED THEM, AS IF THEY HAD NOT BEEN BLAMED WITHOUT SOME REASON), NOR REJECTED THE DISCIPLINE OF JOHN, BUT RATHER ALLOWED IT, REFERRING IT TO THE TIME OF JOHN, ALTHOUGH DESTINING IT FOR HIS OWN TIME. OTHERWISE HIS PURPOSE WOULD HAVE BEEN TO REJECT IT, AND TO DEFEND ITS OPPONENTS, IF HE HAD NOT HIMSELF ALREADY BELONGED TO IT AS THEN IN FORCE. I HOLD ALSO THAT IT IS MY CHRIST WHO IS MEANT BY THE BRIDEGROOM, OF WHOM THE PSALM SAYS: "HE IS AS A BRIDEGROOM COMING OUT OF HIS CHAMBER; HIS GOING FORTH IS FROM THE END OF THE HEAVEN, AND HIS RETURN IS BACK TO THE END OF IT AGAIN." BY THE MOUTH OF ISAIAH, HE ALSO SAYS EXULTINGLY OF THE FATHER: "LET MY SOUL REJOICE IN THE LORD; FOR HE HATH CLOTHED ME WITH THE GARMENT OF SALVATION AND WITH THE TUNIC OF JOY, AS A BRIDEGROOM. HE HATH PUT A MITER ROUND ABOUT MY HEAD, AS A BRIDE." TO HIMSELF LIKEWISE HE APPROPRIATES THE CHURCH, CONCERNING WHICH THE SAME SPIRIT SAYS TO HIM: "THOU SHALL CLOTHE THEE WITH THEM ALL, AS WITH A BRIDAL ORNAMENT." THIS SPOUSE CHRIST INVITES HOME TO HIMSELF ALSO BY SOLOMON FROM THE CALL OF THE GENTILES, BECAUSE YOU READ: "COME WITH ME FROM LEBANON, MY SPOUSE." HE ELEGANTLY MAKES MENTION OF LEBANON (THE MOUNTAIN, OF COURSE) BECAUSE IT STANDS FOR THE NAME OF FRANKINCENSE WITH THE GREEKS; FOR IT WAS FROM IDOLATRY THAT HE BETROTHED HIMSELF THE CHURCH. DENY NOW, MARCION, YOUR UTTER MADNESS, (IF YOU CAN)! BEHOLD, YOU IMPUGN EVEN THE LAW OF YOUR GOD. HE UNITES NOT IN THE NUPTIAL BOND, NOR, WHEN CONTRACTED, DOES HE ALLOW IT; NO ONE DOES HE BAPTIZE BUT A COELEBS OR A EUNUCH; UNTIL DEATH OR DIVORCE DOES, HE, RESERVE BAPTISM. WHEREFORE, THEN, DO YOU MAKE HIS CHRIST A BRIDEGROOM? THIS IS THE DESIGNATION OF HIM WHO UNITED MAN AND WOMAN, NOT OF HIM WHO SEPARATED THEM. YOU HAVE ERRED ALSO IN THAT DECLARATION OF CHRIST, WHEREIN HE SEEMS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THINGS NEW AND OLD. YOU ARE INFLATED ABOUT THE OLD BOTTLES, AND BRAIN-MUDDLED WITH THE NEW WINE; AND THEREFORE, TO THE OLD (THAT IS TO SAY, TO THE PRIOR) GOSPEL YOU HAVE SEWED ON THE PATCH OF YOUR NEW-FANGLED HERESY. I SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW IN WHAT RESPECT THE CREATOR IS INCONSISTENT WITH HIMSELF. WHEN BY JEREMIAH HE GAVE THIS PRECEPT, "BREAK UP FOR YOURSELVES NEW PASTURES," DOES HE NOT TURN AWAY FROM THE OLD STATE OF THINGS? AND WHEN BY ISAIAH HE PROCLAIMS HOW "OLD THINGS WERE PASSED AWAY; AND, BEHOLD, ALL THINGS, WHICH I AM MAKING, ARE NEW," DOES HE NOT ADVERT TO A NEW STATE OF THINGS? WE HAVE GENERALLY BEEN OF OPINION'S THAT THE DESTINATION OF THE FORMER STATE OF THINGS WAS RATHER PROMISED BY THE CREATOR, AND EXHIBITED IN REALITY BY CHRIST, ONLY UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF ONE AND THE SAME GOD, TO WHOM APPERTAIN BOTH THE OLD THINGS AND THE NEW. FOR NEW WINE IS NOT PUT INTO OLD BOTTLES, EXCEPT BY ONE WHO HAS THE OLD BOTTLES; NOR DOES ANYBODY PUT A NEW PIECE TO AN OLD GARMENT, UNLESS THE OLD GARMENT BE FORTHCOMING TO HIM. THAT PERSON ONLY DOES NOT DO A THING WHEN IT IS NOT TO BE DONE, WHO HAS THE MATERIALS WHEREWITHAL TO DO IT IF IT WERE TO BE DONE. AND THEREFORE, SINCE HIS OBJECT IN MAKING THE COMPARISON WAS TO SHOW THAT HE WAS SEPARATING THE NEW CONDITION OF THE GOSPEL FROM THE OLD STATE OF THE LAW, HE PROVED THAT THAT FROM WHICH HE WAS SEPARATING HIS OWN OUGHT NOT TO HAVE BEEN BRANDED AS A SEPARATION OF THINGS WHICH WERE ALIEN TO EACH OTHER; FOR NOBODY EVER UNITES HIS OWN THINGS WITH THINGS THAT ARE ALIEN TO THEM, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY AFTERWARDS BE ABLE TO SEPARATE THEM FROM THE ALIEN THINGS. A SEPARATION IS POSSIBLE BY HELP OF THE CONJUNCTION THROUGH WHICH IT IS MADE. ACCORDINGLY, THE THINGS WHICH HE SEPARATED HE ALSO PROVED TO HAVE BEEN ONCE ONE; AS THEY WOULD HAVE REMAINED, WERE IT NOT FOR HIS SEPARATION. BUT STILL WE MAKE THIS CONCESSION, THAT THERE IS A SEPARATION, BY REFORMATION, BY AMPLIFICATION, BY PROGRESS; JUST AS THE FRUIT IS SEPARATED FROM THE SEED, ALTHOUGH THE FRUIT COMES FROM THE SEED. SO LIKEWISE, THE GOSPEL IS SEPARATED FROM THE LAW, WHILST IT ADVANCES FROM THE LAW--A DIFFERENT THING FROM IT, BUT NOT AN ALIEN ONE; DIVERSE, BUT NOT CONTRARY. NOR IN CHRIST DO WE EVEN FIND ANY NOVEL FORM OF DISCOURSE. WHETHER HE PROPOSES SIMILITUDES OR REFUTE QUESTIONS, IT COMES FROM THE SEVENTY-SEVENTH PSALM. "I WILL OPEN," SAYS HE, "MY MOUTH IN A PARABLE" (THAT IS, IN A SIMILITUDE); "I WILL UTTER DARK PROBLEMS" (THAT IS, I WILL SET FORTH QUESTIONS). IF YOU SHOULD WISH TO PROVE THAT A MAN BELONGED TO ANOTHER RACE, NO DOUBT YOU WOULD FETCH YOUR PROOF FROM THE IDIOM OF HIS LANGUAGE. 
CHAP. XII.--CHRIST'S AUTHORITY OVER THE SABBATH. AS ITS LORD HE RECALLED IT FROM PHARISAIC NEGLECT TO THE ORIGINAL PURPOSE OF ITS INSTITUTION BY THE CREATOR THE CASE OF THE DISCIPLES WHO PLUCKED THE EARS OF CORN ON THE SABBATH. THE WITHERED HAND HEALED ON THE SABBATH. 
CONCERNING THE SABBATH ALSO I HAVE THIS TO PREMISE, THAT THIS QUESTION COULD NOT HAVE ARISEN, IF CHRIST DID NOT PUBLICLY PROCLAIM THE LORD OF THE SABBATH. NOR COULD THERE BE ANY DISCUSSION ABOUT HIS ANNULLING THE SABBATH, IF HE HAD A RIGHT TO ANNUL IT. MOREOVER, HE WOULD HAVE THE RIGHT, IF HE BELONGED TO THE RIVAL GOD; NOR WOULD IT CAUSE SURPRISE TO ANY ONE THAT HE DID WHAT IT WAS RIGHT FOR HIM TO DO. MEN'S ASTONISHMENT THEREFORE AROSE FROM THEIR OPINION THAT IT WAS IMPROPER FOR HIM TO PROCLAIM THE CREATOR TO BE GOD AND YET TO IMPUGN HIS SABBATH. NOW, THAT WE MAY DECIDE THESE SEVERAL POINTS FIRST, LEST WE SHOULD BE RENEWING THEM AT EVERY TURN TO MEET EACH ARGUMENT OF OUR ADVERSARY WHICH RESTS ON SOME NOVEL INSTITUTION S OF CHRIST, LET THIS STAND AS A SETTLED POINT, THAT DISCUSSION CONCERNING THE NOVEL CHARACTER OF EACH INSTITUTION ENSUED ON THIS ACCOUNT, BECAUSE AS NOTHING WAS AS YET ADVANCED BY CHRIST TOUCHING ANY NEW DEITY, SO DISCUSSION THEREON WAS INADMISSIBLE; NOR COULD IT BE RETORTED, THAT FROM THE VERY NOVELTY OF EACH SEVERAL INSTITUTION ANOTHER DEITY WAS CLEARLY ENOUGH DEMONSTRATED BY CHRIST, INASMUCH AS IT WAS PLAIN THAT NOVELTY WAS NOT IN ITSELF A CHARACTERISTIC TO BE WONDERED AT IN CHRIST, BECAUSE IT HAD BEEN FORETOLD BY THE CREATOR. AND IT WOULD HAVE BEEN, OF COURSE, BUT RIGHT THAT A NEW GOD SHOULD FIRST BE EXPOUNDED, AND HIS DISCIPLINE BE INTRODUCED AFTERWARDS; BECAUSE IT WOULD BE THE GOD THAT WOULD IMPART AUTHORITY TO THE DISCIPLINE, AND NOT THE DISCIPLINE TO THE GOD; EXCEPT THAT (TO BE SURE) IT HAS HAPPENED THAT MARCION ACQUIRED HIS VERY PERVERSE OPINIONS NOT FROM A MASTER, BUT HIS MASTER FROM HIS OPINION! ALL OTHER POINTS RESPECTING THE SABBATH I THUS RULE. IF CHRIST INTERFERED WITH THE SABBATH, HE SIMPLY ACTED AFTER THE CREATOR'S EXAMPLE; INASMUCH AS IN THE SIEGE OF THE CITY OF JERICHO THE CARRYING AROUND THE WALLS OF THE ARK OF THE COVENANT FOR EIGHT DAYS RUNNING, AND THEREFORE ON A SABBATH-DAY, ACTUALLY ANNULLED THE SABBATH, BY THE CREATOR'S COMMAND--ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF THOSE WHO THINK THIS OF CHRIST IN THIS PASSAGE OF ST. LUKE, IN THEIR IGNORANCE THAT NEITHER CHRIST NOR THE CREATOR VIOLATED THE SABBATH, AS WE SHALL BY AND BY SHOW. AND YET THE SABBATH WAS ACTUALLY THEN BROKEN BY JOSHUA, SO THAT THE PRESENT CHARGE MIGHT BE ALLEGED ALSO AGAINST CHRIST. BUT EVEN IF, AS BEING NOT THE CHRIST OF THE JEWS, HE DISPLAYED A HATRED AGAINST THE JEWS' MOST SOLEMN DAY, HE WAS ONLY PROFESSEDLY FOLLOWING THE CREATOR, AS BEING HIS CHRIST, IN THIS VERY HATRED OF THE SABBATH; FOR HE EXCLAIMS BY THE MOUTH OF ISAIAH: "YOUR NEW MOONS AND YOUR SABBATHS MY SOUL HATETH." NOW, IN WHATEVER SENSE THESE WORDS WERE SPOKEN, WE KNOW THAT AN ABRUPT DEFENSE MUST, IN A SUBJECT OF THIS SORT, BE USED IN ANSWER TO AN ABRUPT CHALLENGE. I SHALL NOW TRANSFER THE DISCUSSION TO THE VERY MATTER IN WHICH THE TEACHING OF CHRIST SEEMED TO ANNUL THE SABBATH. THE DISCIPLES HAD BEEN HUNGRY; ON THAT THE SABBATH DAY THEY HAD PLUCKED SOME EARS AND RUBBED THEM IN THEIR HANDS; BY THUS PREPARING THEIR FOOD, THEY HAD VIOLATED THE HOLY DAY. CHRIST EXCUSES THEM, AND BECAME THEIR ACCOMPLICE IN BREAKING THE SABBATH. THE PHARISEES BRING THE CHARGE AGAINST HIM. MARCION SOPHISTICALLY INTERPRETS THE STAGES OF THE CONTROVERSY (IF I MAY CALL IN THE AID OF THE TRUTH OF MY LORD TO RIDICULE HIS ARTS), BOTH IN THE SCRIPTURAL RECORD AND IN CHRIST'S PURPOSE. FOR FROM THE CREATOR'S SCRIPTURE, AND FROM THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST, THERE IS DERIVED A COLORABLE PRECEDENT--AS FROM THE EXAMPLE OF DAVID, WHEN HE WENT INTO THE TEMPLE ON THE SABBATH, AND PROVIDED FOOD BY BOLDLY BREAKING UP THE SHEW-BREAD. EVEN HE REMEMBERED THAT THIS PRIVILEGE (I MEAN THE DISPENSATION FROM FASTING) WAS ALLOWED TO THE SABBATH FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, WHEN THE SABBATH-DAY ITSELF WAS INSTITUTED. FOR ALTHOUGH THE CREATOR HAD FORBIDDEN THAT THE MANNA SHOULD BE GATHERED FOR TWO DAYS, HE YET PERMITTED IT ON THE ONE OCCASION ONLY OF THE DAY BEFORE THE SABBATH, IN ORDER THAT THE YESTERDAY'S PROVISION OF FOOD MIGHT FREE FROM FASTING THE FEAST OF THE FOLLOWING SABBATH-DAY. GOOD REASON, THEREFORE, HAD THE LORD FOR PURSUING THE SAME PRINCIPLE IN THE ANNULLING OF THE SABBATH (SINCE THAT IS THE WORD WHICH MEN WILL USE); GOOD REASON, TOO, FOR EXPRESSING THE CREATOR'S WILL, WHEN HE BESTOWED THE PRIVILEGE OF NOT FASTING ON THE SABBATH-DAY. IN SHORT, HE WOULD HAVE THEN AND THERE PUT AN END TO THE SABBATH, NAY, TO THE CREATOR HIMSELF, IF HE HAD COMMANDED HIS DISCIPLES TO FAST ON THE SABBATH-DAY, CONTRARY TO THE INTENTION OF THE SCRIPTURE AND OF THE CREATOR'S WILL. BUT BECAUSE HE DID NOT DIRECTLY DEFEND HIS DISCIPLES, BUT EXCUSES THEM; BECAUSE HE INTERPOSES HUMAN WANT, AS IF DEPRECATING CENSURE; BECAUSE HE MAINTAINS THE HONOR OF THE SABBATH AS A DAY WHICH IS TO BE FREE FROM GLOOM RATHER THAN FROM WORK; BECAUSE HE PUTS DAVID AND HIS COMPANIONS ON A LEVEL WITH HIS OWN DISCIPLES IN THEIR FAULT AND THEIR EXTENUATION; BECAUSE HE IS PLEASED TO ENDORSE THE CREATOR'S INDULGENCE: BECAUSE HE IS HIMSELF GOOD ACCORDING TO HIS EXAMPLE--IS HE THEREFORE ALIEN FROM THE CREATOR? THEN THE PHARISEES WATCH WHETHER HE WOULD HEAL ON THE SABBATH-DAY, THAT THEY MIGHT ACCUSE HIM--SURELY AS A VIOLATOR OF THE SABBATH, NOT AS THE PROPOUNDER OF A NEW GOD; FOR PERHAPS I MIGHT BE CONTENT WITH INSISTING ON ALL OCCASIONS ON THIS ONE POINT, THAT ANOTHER CHRIST IS NOWHERE PROCLAIMED. THE PHARISEES, HOWEVER, WERE IN UTTER ERROR CONCERNING THE LAW OF THE SABBATH, NOT OBSERVING THAT ITS TERMS WERE CONDITIONAL, WHEN IT, ENJOINED REST FROM LABOR, MAKING CERTAIN DISTINCTIONS OF LABOR. FOR WHEN IT SAYS OF THE SABBATH-DAY, "IN IT THOU SHALT NOT DO ANY WORK OF THINE," BY THE WORD THINE IT RESTRICTS THE PROHIBITION TO HUMAN WORK--WHICH EVERY ONE PERFORMS IN HIS OWN EMPLOYMENT OR BUSINESS--AND NOT TO DIVINE WORK. NOW THE WORK OF HEALING OR PRESERVING IS NOT PROPER TO MAN, BUT TO GOD. SO AGAIN, IN THE LAW IT SAYS, "THOU SHALT NOT DO ANY MANNER OF WORK IN IT," EXCEPT WHAT IS TO BE DONE FOR ANY SOUL, THAT IS TO SAY, IN THE MATTER OF DELIVERING THE SOUL; BECAUSE WHAT IS GOD'S WORK MAY BE DONE BY HUMAN AGENCY FOR THE SALVATION OF THE SOUL. BY GOD, HOWEVER, WOULD THAT BE DONE WHICH THE MAN CHRIST WAS TO DO, FOR HE WAS LIKEWISE GOD. WISHING, THEREFORE, TO INITIATE THEM INTO THIS MEANING OF THE LAW BY THE RESTORATION OF THE WITHERED HAND, HE REQUIRES, "IS IT LAWFUL ON THE SABBATH-DAYS TO DO GOOD, OR NOT? TO SAVE LIFE, OR TO DESTROY IT?" IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT, WHILST ALLOWING THAT AMOUNT OF WORK WHICH HE WAS ABOUT TO PERFORM FOR A SOUL, REMIND THEM WHAT WORKS THE LAW OF THE SABBATH FORBADE--EVEN HUMAN WORKS; AND WHAT IT ENJOINED--EVEN DIVINE WORKS, WHICH MIGHT BE DONE FOR THE BENEFIT OF ANY SOUL, HE WAS CALLED "LORD OF THE SABBATH," BECAUSE HE MAINTAINED THE SABBATH AS HIS OWN INSTITUTION. NOW, EVEN IF HE HAD ANNULLED THE SABBATH, HE WOULD HAVE HAD THE RIGHT TO DO SO, AS BEING ITS LORD, (AND) STILL MORE AS HE WHO INSTITUTED IT. BUT HE DID NOT UTTERLY DESTROY IT, ALTHOUGH ITS LORD, IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT HENCEFORTH BE PLAIN THAT THE SABBATH WAS NOT BROKEN BY THE CREATOR, EVEN AT THE TIME WHEN THE ARK WAS CARRIED AROUND JERICHO. FOR THAT WAS REALLY GOD'S WORK, WHICH HE COMMANDED HIMSELF, AND WHICH HE HAD ORDERED FOR THE SAKE OF THE LIVES OF HIS SERVANTS WHEN EXPOSED TO THE PERILS OF WAR. NOW, ALTHOUGH HE HAS IN A CERTAIN PLACE EXPRESSED AN AVERSION OF SABBATHS, BY CALLING THEM YOUR SABBATHS, RECKONING THEM AS MEN'S SABBATHS, NOT HIS OWN, BECAUSE THEY WERE CELEBRATED WITHOUT THE FEAR OF GOD BY A PEOPLE FULL OF INIQUITIES, AND LOVING GOD "WITH THE LIP, NOT THE HEART," HE HAS YET PUT HIS OWN SABBATHS (THOSE, THAT IS, WHICH WERE KEPT ACCORDING TO HIS PRESCRIPTION) IN A DIFFERENT POSITION; FOR BY THE SAME PROPHET, IN A LATER PASSAGE, HE DECLARED THEM TO BE "TRUE, AND DELIGHTFUL, AND INVIOLABLE." THUS, CHRIST DID NOT AT ALL RESCIND THE SABBATH: HE KEPT THE LAW THEREOF, AND BOTH IN THE FORMER CASE DID A WORK WHICH WAS BENEFICIAL TO THE LIFE OF HIS DISCIPLES, FOR HE INDULGED THEM WITH THE RELIEF OF FOOD WHEN THEY WERE HUNGRY, AND IN THE PRESENT INSTANCE CURED THE WITHERED HAND; IN EACH CASE INTIMATING BY FACTS, "I CAME NOT TO DESTROY, THE LAW, BUT TO FULFIL IT," ALTHOUGH MARCION HAS GAGGED HIS MOUTH BY THIS WORD. FOR EVEN IN THE CASE BEFORE US HE FULFILLED THE LAW, WHILE INTERPRETING ITS CONDITION; MOREOVER, HE EXHIBITS IN A DEAR LIGHT THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF WORK, WHILE DOING WHAT THE LAW EXCEPTS FROM THE SACREDNESS OF THE SABBATH AND WHILE IMPARTING TO THE SABBATH-DAY ITSELF, WHICH FROM THE BEGINNING HAD BEEN CONSECRATED BY THE BENEDICTION OF THE FATHER, AN ADDITIONAL SANCTITY BY HIS OWN BENEFICENT ACTION. FOR HE FURNISHED TO THIS DAY DIVINE SAFEGUARDS, A COURSE WHICH HIS ADVERSARY WOULD HAVE PURSUED FOR SOME OTHER DAYS, TO AVOID HONORING THE CREATOR'S SABBATH, AND RESTORING TO THE SABBATH THE WORKS WHICH WERE PROPER FOR IT. SINCE, IN LIKE MANNER, THE PROPHET ELISHA ON THIS DAY RESTORED TO LIFE THE DEAD SON OF THE SHUNAMMITE WOMAN, YOU SEE, O PHARISEE, AND YOU TOO, O MARCION, HOW THAT IT WAS PROFFER EMPLOYMENT FOR THE CREATOR'S SABBATHS OF OLD TO DO GOOD, TO SAVE LIFE, NOT TO DESTROY IT; HOW THAT CHRIST INTRODUCED NOTHING NEW, WHICH WAS NOT AFTER THE EXAMPLE, THE GENTLENESS, THE MERCY, AND THE PREDICTION ALSO OF THE CREATOR. FOR IN THIS VERY EXAMPLE HE FULFILS THE PROPHETIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF A SPECIFIC HEALING: "THE WEAK HANDS ARE STRENGTHENED," AS WERE ALSO "THE FEEBLE KNEES" IN THE SICK OF THE PALSY. 
CHAP. XIII.--CHRIST'S CONNECTION WITH THE CREATOR SHOWN. MANY QUOTATIONS OUT OF THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETICALLY BEAR ON CERTAIN EVENTS OF THE LIFE OF JESUS--SUCH AS HIS ASCENT TO PRAYING ON THE MOUNTAIN; HIS SELECTION OF TWELVE APOSTLES; HIS CHANGING SIMON'S NAME TO PETER, AND GENTILES FROM TYRE AND SIDON RESORTING TO HIM. 
SURELY TO SION HE BRINGS GOOD TIDINGS, AND TO JERUSALEM PEACE AND ALL BLESSINGS; HE GOES UP INTO A MOUNTAIN, AND THERE SPENDS A NIGHT IN PRAYER, AND HE IS INDEED HEARD BY THE FATHER. ACCORDINGLY TURN OVER THE PROPHETS, AND LEARN THEREFROM HIS ENTIRE COURSE. "INTO THE HIGH MOUNTAIN," SAYS ISAIAH, "GET THEE UP, WHO BRINGEST GOOD TIDINGS TO SION; LIFT UP THY VOICE WITH STRENGTH, WHO BRINGEST GOOD TIDINGS TO JERUSALEM." "THEY WERE MIGHTILY ASTONISHED AT HIS DOCTRINE; FOR HE WAS TEACHING AS ONE WHO HAD POWER." AND AGAIN: "THEREFORE, MY PEOPLE SHALL KNOW MY NAME IN THAT DAY." WHAT NAME DOES THE PROPHET MEAN, BUT CHRIST'S? "THAT I AM HE THAT DOTH SPEAK--EVEN I." FOR IT WAS HE WHO USED TO SPEAK IN THE PROPHETS--THE WORD, THE CREATOR'S SON. "I AM PRESENT, WHILE IT IS THE HOUR, UPON THE MOUNTAINS, AS ONE THAT BRINGETH GLAD TIDINGS OF PEACE, AS ONE THAT PUBLISHETH GOOD TIDINGS OF GOOD." SO, ONE OF THE TWELVE (MINOR PROPHETS), NABURN: "FOR BEHOLD UPON THE MOUNTAIN THE SWIFT FEET OF HIM THAT BRINGETH GLAD TIDINGS OF PEACE." MOREOVER, CONCERNING THE VOICE OF HIS PRAYER TO THE FATHER BY NIGHT, THE PSALM MANIFESTLY SAYS: "O MY GOD, I WILL CRY IN THE DAY-TIME, AND THOU SHALT HEAR; AND IN THE NIGHT SEASON, AND IT SHALL NOT BE IN VAIN TO ME." IN ANOTHER PASSAGE TOUCHING THE SAME VOICE AND PLACE, THE PSALM SAYS: "I CRIED UNTO THE LORD WITH MY VOICE, AND HE HEARD ME OUT OF HIS HOLY MOUNTAIN." YOU HAVE A REPRESENTATION OF THE NAME; YOU HAVE THE ACTION OF THE EVANGELIZER; YOU HAVE A MOUNTAIN FOR THE SITE; AND THE NIGHT AS THE TIME; AND THE SOUND OF A VOICE; AND THE AUDIENCE OF THE FATHER: YOU HAVE, (IN SHORT,) THE CHRIST OF THE PROPHETS. BUT WHY WAS IT THAT HE CHOSE TWELVE APOSTLES, AND NOT SOME OTHER NUMBER? IN TRUTH, I MIGHT FROM THIS VERY POINT CONCLUDE OF MY CHRIST, THAT HE WAS FORETOLD NOT ONLY BY THE WORDS OF PROPHETS, BUT BY THE INDICATIONS OF FACTS. FOR OF THIS NUMBER I FIND FIGURATIVE HINTS UP AND DOWN THE CREATOR'S DISPENSATION IN THE TWELVE SPRINGS OF ELFIN; IN THE TWELVE GEMS OF AARON'S PRIESTLY VESTMENT; AND IN THE TWELVE STONES APPOINTED BY JOSHUA TO BE TAKEN OUT OF THE JORDAN, AND SET UP FOR THE ARK OF THE COVENANT. NOW, THE SAME NUMBER OF APOSTLES WAS THUS PORTENDED, AS IF THEY WERE TO BE FOUNTAINS AND RIVERS WHICH SHOULD WATER THE GENTILE WORLD, WHICH WAS FORMERLY DRY AND DESTITUTE OF KNOWLEDGE (AS HE SAYS BY ISAIAH: "I WILL PUT STREAMS IN THE UNWATERED GROUND"); AS IF THEY WERE TO BE GEMS TO SHED LUSTER UPON THE CHURCH'S SACRED ROBE, WHICH CHRIST, THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE FATHER, PUTS ON; AS IF, ALSO, THEY WERE TO BE STONES MASSIVE IN THEIR FAITH, WHICH THE TRUE JOSHUA TOOK OUT OF THE LAYER OF THE JORDAN, AND PLACED IN THE SANCTUARY OF HIS COVENANT. WHAT EQUALLY GOOD DEFENSE OF SUCH A NUMBER HAS MARCION'S CHRIST TO SHOW? IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT ANYTHING CAN BE SHOWN TO HAVE BEEN DONE BY HIM UNCONNECTEDLY, WHICH CANNOT BE SHOWN TO HAVE BEEN DONE BY MY CHRIST IN CONNECTION (WITH PRECEDING TYPES). TO HIM WILL APPERTAIN THE EVENT IN WHOM IS DISCOVERED THE PREPARATION FOR THE SAME. AGAIN, HE CHANGES THE NAME OF SIMON TO PETER, INASMUCH AS THE CREATOR ALSO ALTERED THE NAMES OF ABRAM, AND SARAI, AND OSHEA, BY CALLING THE LATTER JOSHUA, AND ADDING A SYLLABLE TO EACH OF THE FORMER. BUT WHY PETER? IF IT WAS BECAUSE OF THE VIGOR OF HIS FAITH, THERE WERE MANY SOLID MATERIALS WHICH MIGHT LEND A NAME FROM THEIR STRENGTH. WAS IT BECAUSE CHRIST WAS BOTH A ROCK AND A STONE? FOR WE READ OF HIS BEING PLACED "FOR A STONE OF STUMBLING AND FOR A ROCK OF OFFENCE." I OMIT THE REST OF THE PASSAGE. THEREFORE, HE WOULD FAIN IMPART TO THE DEAREST OF HIS DISCIPLES A NAME WHICH WAS SUGGESTED BY ONE OF HIS OWN ESPECIAL DESIGNATIONS IN FIGURE; BECAUSE IT WAS, I SUPPOSE, MORE PECULIARLY FIT THAN A NAME WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN DERIVED FROM NO FIGURATIVE DESCRIPTION OF HIMSELF. THERE COME TO HIM FROM TYRE, AND FROM OTHER DISTRICTS EVEN, A TRANSMARINE MULTITUDE. THIS FACT THE PSALM HAD IN VIEW: "AND BEHOLD TRIBES OF FOREIGN PEOPLE, AND TYRE, AND THE PEOPLE OF THE ETHIOPIANS; THEY WERE THERE. SION IS MY MOTHER, SHALL A MAN SAY; AND IN HER WAS BORN A MAN" (FORASMUCH AS THE GOD-MAN WAS BORN), AND HE BUILT HER BY THE FATHER'S WILL; THAT YOU MAY KNOW HOW GENTILES THEN FLOCKED TO HIM, BECAUSE HE WAS BORN THE GOD-MAN WHO WAS TO BUILD THE CHURCH ACCORDING TO THE FATHER'S WILL--EVEN OF OTHER RACES ALSO. SO, SAYS ISAIAH TOO: "BEHOLD, THESE COME FROM FAR; AND THESE FROM THE NORTH AND FROM THE WEST; AND THESE FROM THE LAND OF THE PERSIANS." CONCERNING WHOM HE SAYS AGAIN: "LIFT UP THINE EYES ROUND ABOUT, AND BEHOLD, ALL THESE HAVE GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER." AND YET AGAIN: "THOU SEEST THESE UNKNOWN AND STRANGE ONES; AND THOU WILT SAY IN THINE HEART, WHO HATH BEGOTTEN ME THESE? BUT WHO HATH BROUGHT ME UP THESE? AND THESE, WHERE HAVE THEY BEEN?" WILL SUCH A CHRIST NOT BE (THE CHRIST) OF THE PROPHETS? AND WHAT WILL BE THE CHRIST OF THE MARCIONITES? SINCE PERVERSION OF TRUTH IS THEIR PLEASURE, HE COULD NOT BE (THE CHRIST) OF THE PROPHETS. 
CHAP. XIV.--CHRIST'S SERMON ON THE MOUNT. IN MANNER AND CONTENTS IT SO RESEMBLES THE CREATOR'S DISPENSATIONAL WORDS AND DEEDS. IT SUGGESTS THEREFORE THE CONCLUSION THAT JESUS IS THE CREATOR'S CHRIST. THE BEATITUDES. 
I NOW COME TO THOSE ORDINARY PRECEPTS OF HIS, BY MEANS OF WHICH HE ADAPTS THE PECULIARITY OF HIS DOCTRINE TO WHAT I MAY CALL HIS OFFICIAL PROCLAMATION AS THE CHRIST. "BLESSED ARE THE NEEDY" (FOR NO LESS THAN THIS IS REQUIRED FOR INTERPRETING THE WORD IN THE GREEK, "BECAUSE THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." NOW THIS VERY FACT, THAT HE BEGINS WITH BEATITUDES, IS CHARACTERISTIC OF THE CREATOR, WHO USED NO OTHER VOICE THAN THAT OF BLESSING EITHER IN THE FIRST FIAT OR THE FINAL DEDICATION OF THE UNIVERSE: FOR "MY HEART," SAYS HE, "HATH INDICTED A VERY GOOD WORD." THIS WILL BE THAT "VERY GOOD WORD" OF BLESSING WHICH IS ADMITTED TO BE THE INITIATING PRINCIPLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, AFTER THE EXAMPLE OF THE OLD. WHAT IS THERE, THEN, TO WONDER AT, IF HE ENTERED ON HIS MINISTRY WITH THE VERY ATTRIBUTES OF THE CREATOR, WHO EVER IN LANGUAGE OF THE SAME SORT LOVED, CONSOLED, PROTECTED, AND AVENGED THE BEGGAR, AND THE POOR, AND THE HUMBLE, AND THE WIDOW, AND THE ORPHAN? SO THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE THIS PRIVATE BOUNTY AS IT WERE OF CHRIST TO BE A RIVULET STREAMING FROM THE SPRINGS OF SALVATION. INDEED, I HARDLY KNOW WHICH WAY TO TURN AMIDST SO VAST A WEALTH OF GOOD WORDS LIKE THESE; AS IF I WERE IN A FOREST, OR A MEADOW, OR AN ORCHARD OF APPLES. I MUST THEREFORE LOOK OUT FOR SUCH MATTER AS CHANCE MAY PRESENT TO ME. IN THE PSALM HE EXCLAIMS: "DEFEND THE FATHERLESS AND THE NEEDY; DO JUSTICE TO THE HUMBLE AND THE POOR; DELIVER THE POOR, AND RID THE NEEDY OUT OF THE HAND OF THE WICKED." SIMILARLY, IN THE SEVENTY-FIRST PSALM: "IN RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL HE JUDGE THE NEEDY AMONGST THE PEOPLE, AND SHALL SAVE THE CHILDREN OF THE POOR." AND IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS HE SAYS OF CHRIST: "ALL NATIONS SHALL SERVE HIM." NOW DAVID ONLY REIGNED OVER THE JEWISH NATION, SO THAT NOBODY CAN SUPPOSE THAT THIS WAS SPOKEN OF DAVID; WHEREAS HE HAD TAKEN UPON HIMSELF THE CONDITION OF THE POOR, AND SUCH AS WERE OPPRESSED WITH WANT, "BECAUSE HE SHOULD DELIVER THE NEEDY OUT OF THE HAND OF THE MIGHTY MAN; HE SHALL SPARE THE NEEDY AND THE POOR, AND SHALL DELIVER THE SOULS OF THE POOR. FROM USURY AND INJUSTICE SHALL HE REDEEM THEIR SOULS, AND IN HIS SIGHT SHALL THEIR NAME BE HONORED." AGAIN: "THE WICKED SHALL BE TURNED INTO HELL, EVEN ALL THE NATIONS THAT FORGET GOD; BECAUSE THE NEEDY SHALL NOT ALWAYS BE FORGOTTEN; THE ENDURANCE OF THE POOR SHALL NOT PERISH FOR EVER." AGAIN: "WHO IS LIKE UNTO THE LORD OUR GOD, WHO DWELLETH ON HIGH, AND YET LOOKETH ON THE HUMBLE THINGS THAT ARE IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH! WHO RAISETH UP THE NEEDY FROM OFF THE GROUND, AND OUT OF THE DUNGHILL EXALTETH THE POOR; THAT HE MAY SET HIM WITH THE PRINCES OF HIS PEOPLE," THAT IS, IN HIS OWN KINGDOM. AND LIKEWISE EARLIER, IN THE BOOK OF KINGS, HANNAH THE MOTHER OF SAMUEL GIVES GLORY TO GOD IN THESE WORDS: "HE RAISETH THE POOR MAN FROM THE GROUND, AND THE BEGGAR, THAT HE MAY SET HIM AMONGST THE PRINCES OF HIS PEOPLE (THAT IS, IN HIS OWN KINGDOM), AND ON THRONES OF GLORY" (EVEN ROYAL ONES). AND BY ISAIAH HOW HE INVEIGHS AGAINST THE OPPRESSORS OF THE NEEDY "WHAT MEAN YE THAT YE SET FIRE TO MY VINEYARD, AND THAT THE SPOIL OF THE POOR IS IN YOUR HOUSES? WHEREFORE DO YE BEAT MY PEOPLE TO PIECES, AND GRIND THE FACE OF THE NEEDY?" AND AGAIN: "WOE UNTO THEM THAT DECREE UNRIGHTEOUS DECREES; FOR IN THEIR DECREES THEY DECREE WICKEDNESS, TURNING ASIDE THE NEEDY FROM JUDGMENT, AND TAKING AWAY THEIR RIGHTS FROM THE POOR OF MY PEOPLE." THESE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENTS HE REQUIRES FOR THE FATHERLESS ALSO, AND THE WIDOWS, AS WELL AS FOR CONSOLATION TO THE VERY NEEDY THEMSELVES. "DO JUSTICE TO THE FATHERLESS, AND DEAL JUSTLY WITH THE WIDOW; AND COME, LET US BE RECONCILED, SAITH THE LORD." TO HIM, FOR WHOM IN EVERY STAGE OF LOWLINESS THERE IS PROVIDED SO MUCH OF THE CREATOR'S COMPASSIONATE REGARD, SHALL BE GIVEN THAT KINGDOM ALSO WHICH IS PROMISED BY CHRIST, TO WHOSE MERCIFUL COMPASSION BELONG, AND FOR A GREAT WHILE HAVE BELONGED, THOSE TO WHOM THE PROMISE IS MADE. FOR EVEN IF YOU SUPPOSE THAT THE PROMISES OF THE CREATOR WERE EARTHLY, BUT THAT CHRIST'S ARE HEAVENLY, IT IS QUITE CLEAR THAT HEAVEN HAS BEEN AS YET THE PROPERTY OF NO OTHER GOD WHATEVER, THAN HIM WHO OWNS THE EARTH ALSO; QUITE CLEAR THAT THE CREATOR HAS GIVEN EVEN THE LESSER PROMISES (OF EARTHLY BLESSING), IN ORDER THAT I MAY MORE READILY BELIEVE HIM CONCERNING HIS GREATER PROMISES (OF HEAVENLY BLESSINGS) ALSO, THAN (MARCION'S GOD), WHO HAS NEVER GIVEN PROOF OF HIS LIBERALITY BY ANY PRECEDING BESTOWAL OF MINOR BLESSINGS. "BLESSED ARE THEY THAT HUNGER, FOR THEY SHALL BE FILLED." I MIGHT CONNECT THIS CLAUSE WITH THE FORMER ONE, BECAUSE NONE BUT THE POOR AND NEEDY SUFFER HUNGER, IF THE CREATOR HAD NOT SPECIALLY DESIGNED THAT THE PROMISE OF A SIMILAR BLESSING SHOULD SERVE AS A PREPARATION FOR THE GOSPEL, THAT SO MEN MIGHT KNOW IT TO BE HIS. FOR THUS DOES HE SAY, BY ISAIAH, CONCERNING THOSE WHOM HE WAS ABOUT TO CALL FROM THE ENDS OF THE EARTH--THAT IS, THE GENTILES: "BEHOLD, THEY SHALL COME SWIFTLY WITH SPEED:" SWIFTLY, BECAUSE HASTENING TOWARDS THE FULNESS OF THE TIMES; WITH SPEED, BECAUSE UNCLOGGED BY THE WEIGHTS OF THE ANCIENT LAW. THEY SHALL NEITHER HUNGER NOR THIRST. THEREFORE, THEY SHALL BE FILLED, A PROMISE WHICH IS MADE TO NONE BUT THOSE WHO HUNGER AND THIRST. AND AGAIN, HE SAYS: "BEHOLD, MY SERVANTS SHALL BE FILLED, BUT YE SHALL BE HUNGRY; BEHOLD, MY SERVANTS SHALL DRINK, BUT YE SHALL BE THIRSTY." AS FOR THESE OPPOSITIONS, WE SHALL SEE WHETHER THEY ARE NOT PREMONITORS OF CHRIST. MEANWHILE THE PROMISE OF FULNESS TO THE HUNGRY IS A PROVISION OF GOD THE CREATOR. "BLESSED ARE THEY THAT WEEP, FOR THEY SHALL LAUGH." TURN AGAIN TO THE PASSAGE OF ISAIAH: "BEHOLD, MY SERVANTS SHALL EXULT WITH JOY, BUT YE SHALL BE ASHAMED; BEHOLD, MY SERVANTS SHALL BE GLAD, BUT YE SHALL CRY FOR SORROW OF HEART." AND RECOGNIZE THESE OPPOSITIONS ALSO IN THE DISPENSATION OF CHRIST. SURELY GLADNESS AND JOYOUS EXULTATION IS PROMISED TO THOSE WHO ARE IN AN OPPOSITE CONDITION--TO THE SORROWFUL, AND SAD, AND ANXIOUS. JUST AS IT IS SAID IN THE 125TH PSALM: "THEY WHO SOW IN TEARS SHALL REAP IN JOY." MOREOVER, LAUGHTER IS AS MUCH AN ACCESSORY TO THE EXULTING AND GLAD, AS WEEPING IS TO THE SORROWFUL AND GRIEVING. THEREFORE, THE CREATOR, IN FORETELLING MATTERS FOR LAUGHTER AND TEARS, WAS THE FIRST WHO SAID THAT THOSE WHO MOURNED SHOULD LAUGH. ACCORDINGLY, HE WHO BEGAN (HIS COURSE) WITH CONSOLATION FOR THE POOR, AND THE HUMBLE, AND THE HUNGRY, AND THE WEEPING, WAS AT ONCE EAGER TO REPRESENT HIMSELF AS HIM WHOM HE HAD POINTED OUT BY THE MOUTH OF ISAIAH: "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE HATH ANOINTED ME TO PREACH GOOD TIDINGS UNTO THE POOR." "BLESSED ARE THE NEEDY, BECAUSE THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." "HE HATH SENT ME TO BIND UP THE BROKEN-HEARTED." "BLESSED ARE THEY THAT HUNGER, FOR THEY SHALL BE FILLED." "TO COMFORT ALL THAT MOURN." "BLESSED ARE THEY THAT WEEP, FOR THEY SHALL LAUGH." "TO GIVE UNTO THEM THAT MOURN IN SION, BEAUTY (OR GLORY) FOR ASHES, AND THE OIL OF JOY FOR MOURNING, AND THE GARMENT OF PRAISE FOR THE SPIRIT OF HEAVINESS." NOW SINCE CHRIST, AS SOON AS HE ENTERED ON HIS COURSE, FULFILLED SUCH A MINISTRATION AS THIS, HE IS EITHER, HIMSELF, HE WHO PREDICTED HIS OWN COMING TO DO ALL THIS; OR ELSE IF HE IS NOT YET COME WHO PREDICTED THIS, THE CHARGE TO MARCION'S CHRIST MUST BE A RIDICULOUS ONE (ALTHOUGH I SHOULD PERHAPS ADD A NECESSARY ONE), WHICH BADE HIM SAY, "BLESSED SHALL YE BE, WHEN MEN SHALL BATE YOU, AND SHALL REPROACH YOU, AND SHALL CAST OUT YOUR NAME AS EVIL, FOR THE SON OF MAN'S SAKE." IN THIS DECLARATION THERE IS, NO DOUBT, AN EXHORTATION TO PATIENCE. WELL, WHAT DID THE CREATOR SAY OTHERWISE BY ISAIAH? "FEAR YE NOT THE REPROACH OF MEN, NOR BE DIMINISHED BY THEIR CONTEMPT." WHAT REPROACH? WHAT CONTEMPT? THAT WHICH WAS TO BE INCURRED FOR THE SAKE OF THE SON OF MAN. WHAT SON OF MAN? HE WHO (IS COME) ACCORDING TO THE CREATOR'S WILL. WHENCE SHALL WE GET OUR PROOF? FROM THE VERY CUTTING OFF, WHICH WAS PREDICTED AGAINST HIM; AS WHEN HE SAYS BY ISAIAH TO THE JEWS, WHO WERE THE INSTIGATORS OF HATRED AGAINST HIM: "BECAUSE OF YOU, MY NAME IS BLASPHEMED AMONGST THE GENTILES;" AND IN ANOTHER PASSAGE: "LAY THE PENALTY ON HIM WHO SURRENDERS HIS OWN LIFE, WHO IS HELD IN CONTEMPT BY THE GENTILES, WHETHER SERVANTS OR MAGISTRATES." NOW, SINCE HATRED WAS PREDICTED AGAINST THAT SON OF MAN WHO HAS HIS MISSION FROM THE CREATOR, WHILST THE GOSPEL TESTIFIES THAT THE NAME OF CHRISTIANS, AS DERIVED FROM CHRIST, WAS TO BE HATED FOR THE SON OF MAN'S SAKE, BECAUSE HE IS CHRIST, IT DETERMINES THE POINT THAT THAT WAS THE SON OF MAN IN THE MATTER OF HATRED WHO CAME ACCORDING TO THE CREATOR'S PURPOSE, AND AGAINST WHOM THE HATRED WAS PREDICTED. AND EVEN IF HE HAD NOT YET COME, THE HATRED OF HIS NAME WHICH EXISTS AT THE PRESENT DAY COULD NOT IN ANY CASE HAVE POSSIBLY PRECEDED HIM WHO WAS TO BEAR THE NAME. BUT HE HAS BOTH SUFFERED THE PENALTY IN OUT PRESENCE, AND SURRENDERED HIS LIFE, LAYING IT DOWN FOR OUR SAKES, AND IS HELD IN CONTEMPT BY THE GENTILES. AND HE WHO WAS BORN (INTO THE WORLD) WILL BE THAT VERY SON OF MAN ON WHOSE ACCOUNT OUR NAME ALSO IS REJECTED. 
CHAP. XV.--SERMON ON THE MOUNT CONTINUED. ITS WOES IN STRICT AGREEMENT WITH THE CREATOR'S DISPOSITION. MANY QUOTATIONS OUT OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IN PROOF OF THIS. 
"IN THE LIKE MANNER," SAYS HE, "DID THEIR FATHERS UNTO THE PROPHETS." WHAT A TURNCOAT IS MARCION'S CHRIST! NOW THE DESTROYER, NOW THE ADVOCATE OF THE PROPHETS! HE DESTROYED THEM AS THEIR RIVAL, BY CONVERTING THEIR DISCIPLES; HE TOOK UP THEIR CAUSE AS THEIR FRIEND, BY STIGMATIZING THEIR PERSECUTORS. BUT, IN AS FAR AS THE DEFENSE OF THE PROPHETS COULD NOT BE CONSISTENT IN THE CHRIST OF MARCION, WHO CAME TO DESTROY THEM; IN SO FAR IS IT BECOMING TO THE CREATOR'S CHRIST THAT HE SHOULD STIGMATIZE THOSE WHO PERSECUTED THE PROPHETS, FOR HE IN ALL THINGS ACCOMPLISHED THEIR PREDICTIONS. AGAIN, IT IS MORE CHARACTERISTIC OF THE CREATOR TO UPBRAID SONS WITH THEIR FATHERS' SINS, THAN IT IS OF THAT GOD WHO CHASTISES NO MAN FOR EVEN HIS OWN MISDEEDS. BUT YOU WILL SAY, HE CANNOT BE REGARDED AS DEFENDING THE PROPHETS SIMPLY BECAUSE HE WISHED TO AFFIRM THE INIQUITY OF THE JEWS FOR THEIR IMPIOUS DEALINGS WITH THEIR OWN PROPHETS. WELL, THEN, IN THIS CASE, NO SIN OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN CHARGED AGAINST THE JEWS: THEY WERE RATHER DESERVING OF PRAISE AND APPROBATION WHEN THEY MALTREATED (24 THOSE WHOM THE ABSOLUTELY GOOD GOD OF MARCION, AFTER SO LONG A TIME, BESTIRRED HIMSELF TO DESTROY. I SUPPOSE, HOWEVER, THAT BY THIS TIME HE BAD CEASED TO BE THE ABSOLUTELY GOOD GOD; HE HAD NOW SOJOURNED A CONSIDERABLE WHILE EVEN WITH THE CREATOR, AND WAS NO LONGER (LIKE) THE GOD OF EPICURUS PURELY AND SIMPLY. FOR SEE HOW HE CONDESCENDS TO CURSE, AND PROVES HIMSELF CAPABLE OF TAKING OFFENCE AND FEELING ANGER! HE ACTUALLY PRONOUNCES A WOE! BUT A DOUBT IS RAISED AGAINST US AS TO THE IMPORT OF THIS WORD, AS IF IT CARRIED WITH IT LESS THE SENSE OF A CURSE THAN OF AN ADMONITION. WHERE, HOWEVER, IS THE DIFFERENCE, SINCE EVEN AN ADMONITION IS NOT GIVEN WITHOUT THE STING OF A THREAT, ESPECIALLY WHEN IT IS EMBITTERED WITH A WOE? MOREOVER, BOTH ADMONITION AND THREATENING WILL BE THE RESOURCES OF HIM S WHO KNOWS HOW TO FEEL ANGRY, FOR NO ONE WILL FORBID THE DOING OF A THING WITH AN ADMONITION OR A THREAT, EXCEPT HIM WHO WILL INFLICT PUNISHMENT FOR THE DOING OF IT. NO ONE WOULD INFLICT PUNISHMENT, EXCEPT HIM WHO WAS SUSCEPTIBLE OF ANGER. OTHERS, AGAIN, ADMIT THAT THE WORD IMPLIES A CURSE; BUT THEY WILL HAVE IT THAT CHRIST PRONOUNCED THE WOE, NOT AS IF IT WERE HIS OWN GENUINE FEELING, BUT BECAUSE THE WOE IS FROM THE CREATOR, AND HE WANTED TO SET FORTH TO THEM THE SEVERITY OF THE CREATOR IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT THE MORE COMMEND HIS OWN LONG-SUFFERING IN HIS BEATITUDES JUST AS IF IT WERE NOT COMPETENT TO THE CREATOR, IN THE PRE-EMINENCE OF BOTH HIS ATTRIBUTES AS THE GOOD GOD AND JUDGE, THAT, AS HE HAD MADE CLEMENCY THE PREAMBLE OF HIS BENEDICTION SO HE SHOULD PLACE SEVERITY IN THE SEQUEL OF HIS CURSES; THUS FULLY DEVELOPING HIS DISCIPLINE IN BOTH DIRECTIONS, BOTH IN FOLLOWING OUT THE BLESSING AND IN PROVIDING AGAINST THE CURSE. HE HAD ALREADY SAID OF OLD, "BEHOLD, I HAVE SET BEFORE YOU BLESSING AND CURSING." WHICH STATEMENT WAS REALLY A PRESAGE OF THIS TEMPER OF THE GOSPEL. BESIDES, WHAT SORT OF BEING IS THAT WHO, TO INSINUATE A BELIEF IN HIS OWN GOODNESS, INVIDIOUSLY CONTRASTED WITH IT THE CREATOR'S SEVERITY? OF LITTLE WORTH IS THE RECOMMENDATION WHICH HAS FOR ITS PROP THE DEFAMATION OF ANOTHER. AND YET BY THUS SETTING FORTH THE SEVERITY OF THE CREATOR, HE, IN FACT, AFFIRMED HIM TO BE AN OBJECT OF FEAR. NOW IF HE BE AN OBJECT OF FEAR, HE IS OF COURSE MORE-WORTHY OF BEING OBEYED THAN SLIGHTED; AND THUS MARCION'S CHRIST BEGINS TO TEACH FAVORABLY TO THE CREATOR'S INTERESTS. THEN, ON THE ADMISSION ABOVE MENTIONED, SINCE THE WOE WHICH HAS REGARD TO THE RICH IS THE CREATOR'S, IT FOLLOWS THAT IT IS NOT CHRIST, BUT THE CREATOR, WHO IS ANGRY WITH THE RICH; WHILE CHRIST APPROVES OF THE INCENTIVES OF THE RICH--I MEAN, THEIR PRIDE, THEIR POMP, THEIR LOVE OF THE WORLD, AND THEIR CONTEMPT OF GOD, OWING TO WHICH THEY DESERVE THE WOE OF THE CREATOR. BUT HOW HAPPENS IT THAT THE REPROBATION OF THE RICH DOES NOT PROCEED FROM THE SAME GAD WHO HAD JUST BEFORE EXPRESSED APPROBATION OF THE POOR? THERE IS NOBODY BUT REPROBATES THE OPPOSITE OF THAT WHICH HE HAS APPROVED. IF, THEREFORE, THERE BE IMPUTED TO THE CREATOR THE WOE PRONOUNCED AGAINST THE RICH, THERE MUST BE CLAIMED FOR HIM ALSO THE PROMISE OF THE BLESSING UPON THE POOR; AND THUS THE ENTIRE WORK OF THE CREATOR DEVOLVES ON CHRIST.--IF TO MARCION'S GOD THERE BE ASCRIBED THE BLESSING OF THE POOR, HE MUST ALSO HAVE IMPUTED TO HIM THE MALEDICTION OF THE RICH; AND THUS WILL HE BECOME THE CREATOR'S EQUAL, BOTH GOOD AND JUDICIAL; NOR WILL THERE BE LEFT ANY ROOM FOR THAT DISTINCTION WHEREBY TWO GODS ARE MADE; AND WHEN THIS DISTINCTION IS REMOVED, THERE WILL REMAIN THE VERITY WHICH PRONOUNCES THE CREATOR TO BE THE ONE ONLY GOD. SINCE, THEREFORE, "WOE" IS A WORD INDICATIVE OF MALEDICTION, OR OF SOME UNUSUALLY AUSTERE EXCLAMATION; AND SINCE IT IS BY CHRIST UTTERED AGAINST THE RICH, I SHALL HAVE TO SHOW THAT THE CREATOR IS ALSO A DESPISER OF THE RICH, AS I HAVE SHOWN HIM TO BE THE DEFENDER OF THE POOR, IN ORDER THAT I MAY PROVE CHRIST TO BE ON THE CREATOR'S SIDE IN THIS MATTER, EVEN WHEN HE ENRICHED SOLOMON. BUT WITH RESPECT TO THIS MAN, SINCE, WHEN A CHOICE WAS LEFT TO HIM, HE PREFERRED ASKING FOR WHAT HE KNEW TO BE WELL-PLEASING TO GOD--EVEN WISDOM--HE FURTHER MERITED THE ATTAINMENT OF THE RICHES, WHICH HE DID NOT PREFER. THE ENDOWING OF A MAN INDEED WITH RICHES, IS NOT AN INCONGRUITY TO GOD, FOR BY THE HELP OF RICHES EVEN RICH MEN ARE COMFORTED AND ASSISTED; MOREOVER, BY THEM MANY A WORK OF JUSTICE AND CHARITY IS CARRIED OUT. BUT YET THERE ARE SERIOUS FAULTS WHICH ACCOMPANY RICHES; AND IT IS BECAUSE OF THESE THAT WOES ARE DENOUNCED ON THE RICH, EVEN IN THE GOSPEL. "YE HAVE RECEIVED," SAYS HE, "YOUR CONSOLATION;" THAT IS, OF COURSE, FROM THEIR RICHES, IN THE POMPS AND VANITIES OF THE WORLD WHICH THESE PURCHASE FOR THEM. ACCORDINGLY, IN DEUTERONOMY, MOSES SAYS: "LEST, WHEN THOU HAST EATEN AND ART FULL, AND HAST BUILT GOODLY HOUSES, AND WHEN THY HERDS AND THY FLOCKS MULTIPLY, AS WELL AS THY SILVER AND THY GOLD, THINE HEART BE THEN LIFTED UP, AND THOU FORGET THE LORD THY GOD." IN SIMILAR TERMS, WHEN KING HEZEKIAH BECAME PROUD OF HIS TREASURES, AND GLORIED IN THEM RATHER THAN IN GOD BEFORE THOSE WHO HAD COME ON AN EMBASSY FROM BABYLON, (THE CREATOR) BREAKS FORTH AGAINST HIM BY THE MOUTH OF ISAIAH: "BEHOLD, THE DAYS COME WHEN ALL THAT IS IN THINE HOUSE, AND THAT WHICH THY FATHERS HAVE LAID UP IN STORE, SHALL BE CARRIED TO BABYLON." SO, BY JEREMIAH LIKEWISE DID HE SAY: "LET NOT THE RICH MAN GLORY IN HIS RICHES BUT LET HIM THAT GLORIETH EVEN GLORY IN THE LORD." SIMILARLY AGAINST THE DAUGHTERS OF SION DOES HE INVEIGH BY ISAIAH, WHEN THEY WERE HAUGHTY THROUGH THEIR POMP AND THE ABUNDANCE OF THEIR RICHES, JUST AS IN ANOTHER PASSAGE HE UTTERS HIS THREATS AGAINST THE PROUD AND NOBLE: "HELL HATH ENLARGED HERSELF, AND OPENED HER MOUTH, AND DOWN TO IT SHALL DESCEND THE ILLUSTRIOUS, AND THE GREAT, AND THE RICH (THIS SHALL BE CHRIST'S 'WOE TO THE RICH'); AND MAN SHALL BE HUMBLED," EVEN HE THAT EXALTS HIMSELF WITH RICHES; "AND THE MIGHTY MAN SHALL BE DISHONORED," EVEN HE WHO IS MIGHTY FROM HIS WEALTH. CONCERNING WHOM HE SAYS AGAIN: "BEHOLD, THE LORD OF HOSTS SHALL CONFOUND THE POMPOUS TOGETHER WITH THEIR STRENGTH: THOSE THAT ARE LIFTED UP SHALL BE HEWN DOWN, AND SUCH AS ARE LOFTY SHALL FALL BY THE SWORD." AND WHO ARE THESE BUT THE RICH? BECAUSE THEY HAVE INDEED RECEIVED THEIR CONSOLATION, GLORY, AND HONOR AND A LOFTY POSITION FROM THEIR WEALTH. IN PS. XLVIII. HE ALSO TURNS OFF OUR CARE FROM THESE AND SAYS: "BE NOT THOU AFRAID WHEN ONE IS MADE RICH, AND WHEN HIS GLORY IS INCREASED: FOR WHEN HE SHALL DIE, HE SHALL CARRY NOTHING AWAY; NOR SHALL HIS GLORY DESCEND ALONG WITH HIM." SO ALSO, IN PS. LXI.: "DO NOT DESIRE RICHES; AND IF THEY DO YIELD YOU THEIR LUSTER, DO NOT SET YOUR HEART UPON THEM." LASTLY, THIS VERY SAME WOE IS PRONOUNCED OF OLD BY AMOS AGAINST THE RICH, WHO ALSO ABOUNDED IN DELIGHTS. "WOE UNTO THEM," SAYS HE, "WHO SLEEP UPON BEDS OF IVORY, AND DELICIOUSLY STRETCH THEMSELVES UPON THEIR COUCHES; WHO EAT THE KIDS FROM THE FLOCKS OF THE GOATS, AND SUCKING CALVES FROM THE FLOCKS OF THE HEIFERS, WHILE THEY CHANT TO THE SOUND OF THE VIOL; AS IF THEY THOUGHT THEY SHOULD CONTINUE LONG, AND WERE NOT FLEETING; WHO DRINK THEIR REFINED WINES, AND ANOINT THEMSELVES WITH THE COSTLIEST OINTMENTS." THEREFORE, EVEN IF I COULD DO NOTHING ELSE THAN SHOW THAT THE CREATOR DISSUADES MEN FROM RICHES, WITHOUT AT THE SAME TIME FIRST CONDEMNING THE RICH, IN THE VERY SAME TERMS IN WHICH CHRIST ALSO DID, NO ONE COULD DOUBT THAT, FROM THE SAME AUTHORITY, THERE WAS ADDED A COMMINATION AGAINST THE RICH IN THAT WOE OF CHRIST, FROM WHOM ALSO HAD FIRST PROCEEDED THE DISSUASION AGAINST THE MATERIAL SIN OF THESE PERSONS, THAT IS, THEIR RICHES. FOR SUCH COMMINATION IS THE NECESSARY SEQUEL TO SUCH A DISSUASIVE. HE INFLICTS A WOE ALSO ON "THE FULL, BECAUSE THEY SHALL HUNGER; ON THOSE TOO WHICH LAUGH NOW, BECAUSE THEY SHALL MOURN." TO THESE WILL CORRESPOND THESE OPPOSITES WHICH OCCUR, AS WE HAVE SEEN ABOVE, IN THE BENEDICTIONS OF THE CREATOR: "BEHOLD, MY SERVANTS SHALL BE FULL, BUT YE SHALL BE HUNGRY "--EVEN BECAUSE YE HAVE BEEN FILLED; "BEHOLD, MY SERVANTS SHALL REJOICE, BUT YE SHALL BE ASHAMED"--EVEN YE WHO SHALL MOURN, WHO NOW ARE LAUGHING. FOR AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE PSALM, "THEY WHO SOW IN TEARS SHALL REAP IN JOY," SO DOES IT RUN IN THE GOSPEL: THEY WHO SOW IN LAUGHTER, THAT IS, IN JOY, SHALL REAP IN TEARS. THESE PRINCIPLES DID THE CREATOR LAY DOWN OF OLD; AND CHRIST HAS RENEWED THEM, BY SIMPLY BRINGING THEM INTO PROMINENT VIEW, NOT BY MAKING ANY CHANGE IN THEM. "WOE UNTO YOU, WHEN ALL MEN SHALL SPEAK WELL OF YOU! FOR SO DID THEIR FATHERS TO THE FALSE PROPHETS." WITH EQUAL STRESS DOES THE CREATOR, BY HIS PROPHET ISAIAH, CENSURE THOSE WHO SEEK AFTER HUMAN FLATTERY AND PRAISE: "O MY PEOPLE, THEY WHO CALL YOU HAPPY MISLEAD YOU, AND DISTURB THE PATHS OF YOUR FEET." IN ANOTHER PASSAGE HE FORBIDS ALL IMPLICIT TRUST IN MAN, AND LIKEWISE IN THE APPLAUSE OF MAN; AS BY THE PROPHET JEREMIAH: "CURSED BE THE MAN THAT TRUSTETH IN MAN." WHEREAS IN PS. CXVII. IT IS SAID: "IT IS BETTER TO TRUST IN THE LORD THAN TO PUT CONFIDENCE IN MAN; IT IS BETTER TO TRUST IN THE LORD THAN TO PLACE HOPE IN PRINCES." THUS, EVERYTHING WHICH IS CAUGHT AT BY MEN IS ADJURED BY THE CREATOR, DOWN TO THEIR GOOD WORDS. IT IS AS MUCH HIS PROPERTY TO CONDEMN THE PRAISE AND FLATTERING WORDS BESTOWED ON THE FALSE PROPHETS BY THEIR FATHERS, AS TO CONDEMN THEIR VEXATIOUS AND PERSECUTING TREATMENT OF THE (TRUE) PROPHETS. AS THE INJURIES SUFFERED BY THE PROPHETS COULD NOT BE IMPUTED TO THEIR OWN GOD, SO THE APPLAUSE BESTOWED ON THE FALSE PROPHETS COULD NOT HAVE BEEN DISPLEASING TO ANY OTHER GOD BUT THE GOD OF THE TRUE PROPHETS. 
CHAP. XVI.--THE PRECEPT OF LOVING ONE'S ENEMIES. IT IS AS MUCH TAUGHT IN THE CREATOR'S SCRIPTURES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT AS IN CHRIST'S SERMON. THE LEX TALIONIS OF MOSES ADMIRABLY EXPLAINED IN CONSISTENCY WITH THE KINDNESS AND LOVE WHICH JESUS CHRIST CAME TO PROCLAIM AND ENFORCE IN BEHALF OF THE CREATOR. SUNDRY PRECEPTS OF CHARITY EXPLAINED. 
"BUT I SAY UNTO YOU WHICH HEAR" (DISPLAYING HERE THAT OLD INJUNCTION, OF THE CREATOR: "SPEAK TO THE EARS OF THOSE WHO LEND THEM TO YOU"), "LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, AND BLESS THOSE WHICH HATE YOU, AND PRAY FOR THEM WHICH CALUMNIATE YOU." THESE COMMANDS THE CREATOR INCLUDED IN ONE PRECEPT BY HIS PROPHET ISAIAH: "SAY, YE ARE OUR BRETHREN, TO THOSE WHO HATE YOU." FOR IF THEY WHO ARE OUR ENEMIES, AND HATE US, AND SPEAK EVIL OF US, AND CALUMNIATE US, ARE TO BE CALLED OUR BRETHREN, SURELY, HE DID IN EFFECT BID US BLESS THEM THAT HATE US, AND PRAY FOR THEM WHO CALUMNIATE US, WHEN HE INSTRUCTED US TO RECKON THEM AS BRETHREN. WELL, BUT CHRIST PLAINLY TEACHES A NEW KIND OF PATIENCE, WHEN HE ACTUALLY PROHIBITS THE REPRISALS WHICH THE CREATOR PERMITTED IN REQUIRING "AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH," AND BIDS US, ON THE CONTRARY, "TO HIM WHO SMITETH US ON THE ONE CHEEK, TO OFFER THE OTHER ALSO, AND TO GIVE UP OUR COAT TO HIM THAT TAKETH AWAY OUR CLOAK." NO DOUBT THESE ARE SUPPLEMENTARY ADDITIONS BY CHRIST, BUT THEY ARE QUITE IN KEEPING WITH THE TEACHING OF THE CREATOR. AND THEREFORE, THIS QUESTION MUST AT ONCE BE DETERMINED, WHETHER THE DISCIPLINE OF PATIENCE BE ENJOINED BY THE CREATOR? WHEN BY ZECHARIAH HE COMMANDED, "LET NONE OF YOU IMAGINE EVIL AGAINST HIS BROTHER," HE DID NOT EXPRESSLY INCLUDE HIS NEIGHBOR; BUT THEN IN ANOTHER PASSAGE HE SAYS, "LET NONE OF YOU IMAGINE EVIL IN YOUR HEARTS AGAINST HIS NEIGHBOR." HE WHO COUNSELLED THAT AN INJURY SHOULD BE FORGOTTEN, WAS STILL MORE LIKELY TO COUNSEL THE PATIENT ENDURANCE OF IT. BUT THEN, WHEN HE SAID, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, AND I WILL REPAY," HE THEREBY TEACHES THAT PATIENCE CALMLY WAITS FOR THE INFLICTION OF VENGEANCE. THEREFORE, INASMUCH AS IT IS INCREDIBLE THAT THE SAME (GOD) SHOULD SEEM TO REQUIRE "A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH AND AN EYE FOR AN EYE," IN RETURN FOR AN INJURY, WHO FORBIDS NOT ONLY ALL REPRISALS, BUT EVEN A REVENGEFUL THOUGHT OR RECOLLECTION OF AN INJURY, IN SO FAR DOES IT BECOME PLAIN TO US IN WHAT SENSE HE REQUIRED "AN EYE FOR AN EYE AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH,"--NOT, INDEED, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PERMITTING THE REPETITION OF THE INJURY BY RETALIATING IT, WHICH IT VIRTUALLY PROHIBITED WHEN IT FORBADE VENGEANCE; BUT FOR THE PURPOSE OF RESTRAINING THE INJURY IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, WHICH IT HAD FORBIDDEN ON PAIN OF RETALIATION OR RECIPROCITY; SO THAT EVERY MAN, IN VIEW OF THE PERMISSION TO INFLICT A SECOND (OR RETALIATORY) INJURY, MIGHT ABSTAIN FROM THE COMMISSION OF THE FIRST (OR PROVOCATIVE) WRONG. FOR HE KNOWS HOW MUCH MORE-EASY IT IS TO REPRESS VIOLENCE BY THE PROSPECT OF RETALIATION, THEN BY THE PROMISE OF (INDEFINITE) VENGEANCE. BOTH RESULTS, HOWEVER, IT WAS NECESSARY TO PROVIDE, IN CONSIDERATION OF THE NATURE AND THE FAITH OF MEN, THAT THE MAN WHO BELIEVED IN GOD MIGHT EXPECT VENGEANCE FROM GOD, WHILE HE WHO HAD NO FAITH (TO RESTRAIN HIM) MIGHT FEAR THE LAWS WHICH PRESCRIBED RETALIATION. THIS PURPOSE OF THE LAW, WHICH IT WAS DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND, CHRIST, AS THE LORD OF THE SABBATH AND OF THE LAW, AND OF ALL THE DISPENSATIONS OF THE FATHER, BOTH REVEALED AND MADE INTELLIGIBLE, WHEN HE COMMANDED THAT "THE OTHER CHEEK SHOULD BE OFFERED (TO THE SMITER)," IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT THE MORE EFFECTUALLY EXTINGUISH ALL REPRISALS OF AN INJURY, WHICH THE LAW HAD WISHED TO PREVENT BY THE METHOD OF RETALIATION, (AND) WHICH MOST CERTAINLY REVELATION HAD MANIFESTLY RESTRICTED, BOTH BY PROHIBITING THE MEMORY OF THE WRONG, AND REFERRING THE VENGEANCE THEREOF TO GOD. THUS, WHATEVER (NEW PROVISION) CHRIST INTRODUCED, HE DID IT NOT IN OPPOSITION TO THE LAW, BUT RATHER IN FURTHERANCE OF IT, WITHOUT AT ALL IMPAIRING THE PRESCRIPTION OF THE CREATOR. IF, THEREFORE, ONE LOOKS CAREFULLY INTO THE VERY GROUNDS FOR WHICH PATIENCE IS ENJOINED (AND TRIAL TO SUCH A FULL AND COMPLETE EXTENT), ONE FINDS THAT IT CANNOT STAND IF IT IS NOT THE PRECEPT OF THE CREATOR, WHO PROMISES VENGEANCE, WHO PRESENTS HIMSELF AS THE JUDGE (IN THE CASE). IF IT WERE NOT SO,--IF SO VAST A WEIGHT OF PATIENCE--WHICH IS TO REFRAIN FROM GIVING BLOW FOR BLOW; WHICH IS TO OFFER THE OTHER CHEEK; WHICH IS NOT ONLY NOT TO RETURN RAILING FOR RAILING, BUT CONTRARIWISE BLESSING; AND WHICH, SO FAR FROM KEEPING THE COAT, IS TO GIVE UP THE CLOAK ALSO--IS LAID UPON ME BY ONE WHO MEANS NOT TO HELP ME,-- (THEN ALL I CAN SAY IS,) HE HAS TAUGHT ME PATIENCE TO NO PURPOSE, BECAUSE HE SHOWS ME NO REWARD TO HIS PRECEPT--I MEAN NO FRUIT OF SUCH PATIENCE. THERE IS REVENGE WHICH HE OUGHT TO HAVE PERMITTED ME TO TAKE, IF HE MEANT NOT TO INFLICT IT HIMSELF; IF HE DID NOT GIVE ME THAT PERMISSION, THEN HE SHOULD HIMSELF HAVE INFLICTED IT; SINCE IT IS FOR THE INTEREST OF DISCIPLINE ITSELF THAT AN INJURY SHOULD BE AVENGED. FOR BY THE FEAR OF VENGEANCE ALL INIQUITY IS CURBED. BUT IF LICENSE IS ALLOWED TO IT WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION, IT WILL GET THE MASTERY--IT WILL PUT OUT (A MAN'S) BOTH EYES; IT WILL KNOCK OUT EVERY TOOTH IN THE SAFETY OF ITS IMPUNITY. THIS, HOWEVER, IS (THE PRINCIPLE) OF YOUR GOOD AND SIMPLY BENEFICENT GOD--TO DO A WRONG TO PATIENCE, TO OPEN THE DOOR TO VIOLENCE, TO LEAVE THE RIGHTEOUS UNDEFENDED, AND THE WICKED UNRESTRAINED! "GIVE TO EVERY ONE THAT ASKETH OF THEE"--TO THE INDIGENT OF COURSE, OR RATHER TO THE INDIGENT MORE ESPECIALLY, ALTHOUGH TO THE AFFLUENT LIKEWISE. BUT IN ORDER THAT NO MAN MAY BE INDIGENT, YOU HAVE IN DEUTERONOMY A PROVISION COMMANDED BY THE CREATOR TO THE CREDITOR. "THERE SHALL NOT BE IN THINE HAND AN INDIGENT MAN; SO THAT THE LORD THY GOD SHALL BLESS THEE WITH BLESSINGS,"--THEE MEANING THE CREDITOR TO WHOM IT WAS OWING THAT THE MAN WAS NOT INDIGENT. BUT MORE THAN THIS. TO ONE WHO DOES NOT ASK, HE BIDS A GIFT TO BE GIVEN. "LET THERE BE, NOT," HE SAYS, "A POOR MAN IN THINE HAND;" IN OTHER WORDS, SEE THAT THERE BE NOT, SO FAR AS THY WILL CAN PREVENT; BY WHICH COMMAND, TOO, HE ALL THE MORE STRONGLY BY INFERENCE REQUIRES MEN TO GIVE TO HIM THAT ASKS, AS IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS ALSO: "IF THERE BE AMONG YOU A POOR MAN OF THY BRETHREN, THOU SHALT NOT TURN AWAY THINE HEART, NOR SHUT THINE HAND FROM THY POOR BROTHER. BUT THOU SHALT OPEN THINE HAND WIDE UNTO HIM, AND SHALT SURELY LEND HIM AS MUCH AS HE WANTETH," LOANS ARE NOT USUALLY GIVEN, EXCEPT TO SUCH AS ASK FOR THEM. ON THIS SUBJECT OF LENDING, HOWEVER, MORE HEREAFTER. NOW, SHOULD ANY ONE WISH TO ARGUE THAT THE CREATOR'S PRECEPTS EXTENDED ONLY TO A MAN'S BRETHREN, BUT CHRIST'S TO ALL THAT ASK, SO AS TO MAKE THE LATTER A NEW AND DIFFERENT PRECEPT, (I HAVE TO REPLY) THAT ONE RULE ONLY CAN BE MADE OUT OF THOSE PRINCIPLES, WHICH SHOW THE LAW OF THE CREATOR TO BE REPEATED IN CHRIST. FOR THAT IS NOT A DIFFERENT THING WHICH CHRIST ENJOINED TO BE DONE TOWARDS ALL MEN, FROM THAT WHICH THE CREATOR PRESCRIBED IN FAVOR OF A MAN'S BRETHREN. FOR ALTHOUGH THAT IS A GREATER CHARITY, WHICH IS SHOWN TO STRANGERS, IT IS YET NOT PREFERABLE TO THAT WHICH WAS PREVIOUSLY DUE TO ONE'S NEIGHBORS. FOR WHAT MAN WILL BE ABLE TO BESTOW THE LOVE (WHICH PROCEEDS FROM KNOWLEDGE OF CHARACTER, UPON STRANGERS? SINCE, HOWEVER, THE SECOND STEP IN CHARITY IS TOWARDS STRANGERS, WHILE THE FIRST IS TOWARDS ONE'S NEIGHBORS, THE SECOND STEP WILL BELONG TO HIM TO WHOM THE FIRST ALSO BELONGS, MORE FITLY THAN THE SECOND WILL BELONG TO HIM WHO OWNED NO FIRST. ACCORDINGLY, THE CREATOR, WHEN FOLLOWING THE COURSE OF NATURE, TAUGHT IN THE FIRST INSTANCE KINDNESS TO NEIGHBORS, INTENDING AFTERWARDS TO ENJOIN IT TOWARDS STRANGERS; AND WHEN FOLLOWING THE METHOD OF HIS DISPENSATION, HE LIMITED CHARITY FIRST TO THE JEWS, BUT AFTERWARDS EXTENDED IT TO THE WHOLE RACE OF MANKIND. SO LONG, THEREFORE, AS THE MYSTERY OF HIS GOVERNMENT WAS CONFINED TO ISRAEL, HE PROPERLY COMMANDED THAT PITY SHOULD BE SHOWN ONLY TO A MAN'S BRETHREN; BUT WHEN CHRIST HAD GIVEN TO HIM "THE GENTILES FOR HIS HERITAGE, AND THE ENDS OF THE EARTH FOR HIS POSSESSION," THEN BEGAN TO BE ACCOMPLISHED WHAT WAS SAID BY HOSEA: "YE ARE NOT MY PEOPLE, WHO WERE MY PEOPLE; YE HAVE NOT OBTAINED MERCY, WHO ONCE OBTAINED MERCY"--THAT IS, THE (JEWISH) NATION. THENCEFORTH CHRIST EXTENDED TO ALL MEN THE LAW OF HIS FATHER'S COMPASSION, EXCEPTING NONE FROM HIS MERCY, AS HE OMITTED NONE IN HIS INVITATION. SO THAT, WHATEVER WAS THE AMPLER SCOPE OF HIS TEACHING, HE RECEIVED IT ALL IN HIS HERITAGE OF THE NATIONS. "AND AS YE WOULD THAT MEN SHOULD DO TO YOU, DO YE ALSO TO THEM LIKEWISE." IN THIS COMMAND IS NO DOUBT IMPLIED ITS COUNTERPART: "AND AS YE WOULD NOT THAT MEN SHOULD DO TO YOU, SO SHOULD YE ALSO NOT DO TO THEM LIKEWISE." NOW, IF THIS WERE THE TEACHING OF THE NEW AND PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN AND NOT YET FULLY PROCLAIMED DEITY, WHO HAD FAVORED ME WITH NO INSTRUCTION BEFOREHAND, WHEREBY I MIGHT FIRST LEARN WHAT I OUGHT TO CHOOSE OR TO REFUSE FOR MYSELF, AND TO DO TO OTHERS WHAT I WOULD WISH DONE TO MYSELF, NOT DOING TO THEM WHAT I SHOULD BE UNWILLING TO HAVE DONE TO MYSELF, IT WOULD CERTAINLY BE NOTHING ELSE THAN THE CHANCE-MEDLEY OF MY OWN SENTIMENTS WHICH HE WOULD HAVE LEFT TO ME, BINDING ME TO NO PROPER RULE OF WISH OR ACTION, IN ORDER THAT I MIGHT DO TO OTHERS WHAT I WOULD LIKE FOR MYSELF, OR REFRAIN FROM DOING TO OTHERS WHAT I SHOULD DISLIKE TO HAVE DONE TO MYSELF. FOR HE HAS NOT, IN FACT, DEFINED WHAT I OUGHT TO WISH OR NOT TO WISH FOR MYSELF AS WELL AS FOR OTHERS, SO THAT I SHAPE MY CONDUCT ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MY OWN WILL, AND HAVE IT IN MY POWER NOT TO RENDER TO ANOTHER WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE RENDERED TO MYSELF--LOVE, OBEDIENCE, CONSOLATION, PROTECTION, AND SUCH LIKE BLESSINGS; AND IN LIKE MANNER TO DO TO ANOTHER WHAT I SHOULD BE UNWILLING TO HAVE DONE TO MYSELF--VIOLENCE, WRONG, INSULT, DECEIT, AND EVILS OF LIKE SORT. INDEED, THE HEATHEN WHO HAVE NOT BEEN INSTRUCTED BY GOD ACT ON THIS INCONGRUOUS LIBERTY OF THE WILL AND THE CONDUCT. FOR ALTHOUGH GOOD AND EVIL ARE SEVERALLY KNOWN BY NATURE, YET LIFE IS NOT THEREBY SPENT UNDER THE DISCIPLINE OF GOD, WHICH ALONE AT LAST TEACHES MEN THE PROPER LIBERTY OF THEIR WILL AND ACTION IN FAITH, AS IN THE FEAR OF GOD. THE GOD OF MARCION, THEREFORE, ALTHOUGH SPECIALLY REVEALED, WAS, IN SPITE OF HIS REVELATION, UNABLE TO PUBLISH ANY SUMMARY OF THE PRECEPT IN QUESTION, WHICH HAD HITHERTO BEEN SO CONFINED, AND OBSCURE, AND DARK, AND ADMITTING OF NO READY INTERPRETATION, EXCEPT ACCORDING TO MY OWN ARBITRARY THOUGHT, BECAUSE HE HAD PROVIDED NO PREVIOUS DISCRIMINATION IN THE MATTER OF SUCH A PRECEPT. THIS, HOWEVER, WAS NOT THE CASE WITH MY GOD, FOR HE ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE ENJOINED THAT THE POOR, AND THE ORPHAN, AND THE WIDOW SHOULD BE PROTECTED, ASSISTED, REFRESHED; THUS, BY ISAIAH HE SAYS: "DEAL THY BREAD TO THE HUNGRY, AND THEM THAT ARE HOUSELESS BRING INTO THINE HOUSE; WHEN THOU SEEST THE NAKED, COVER HIM." BY EZEKIEL ALSO HE THUS DESCRIBES THE JUST MAN: "HIS BREAD WILL HE GIVE TO THE HUNGRY, AND THE NAKED WILL HE COVER WITH A GARMENT." THAT TEACHING WAS EVEN THEN A SUFFICIENT INDUCEMENT TO ME TO DO TO OTHERS WHAT I WOULD THAT THEY SHOULD DO UNTO ME. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN HE UTTERED SUCH DENUNCIATIONS AS, "THOU SHALT DO NO MURDER; THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY; THOU SHALT NOT STEAL; THOU SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS," HE TAUGHT ME TO REFRAIN FROM DOING TO OTHERS WHAT I SHOULD BE UNWILLING TO HAVE DONE TO MYSELF; AND THEREFORE THE PRECEPT DEVELOPED IN THE GOSPEL WILL BELONG TO HIM ALONE, WHO ANCIENTLY DREW IT UP, AND GAVE IT DISTINCTIVE POINT, AND ARRANGED IT AFTER THE DECISION OF HIS OWN TEACHING, AND HAS NOW REDUCED IT, SUITABLY TO ITS IMPORTANCE, TO A COMPENDIOUS FORMULA, BECAUSE (AS IT WAS PREDICTED IN ANOTHER PASSAGE) THE LORD--THAT IS, CHRIST" WAS TO MAKE (OR UTTER) A CONCISE WORD ON EARTH." 
CHAP. XVII.--CONCERNING LOANS. PROHIBITION OF USURY AND THE USURIOUS SPIRIT. THE LAW PREPARATORY TO THE GOSPEL IN ITS PROVISIONS; SO, IN THE PRESENT INSTANCE. ON REPRISALS. CHRIST'S TEACHING THROUGHOUT PROVES HIM TO BE SENT BY THE CREATOR. 
AND NOW, ON THE SUBJECT OF A LOAN, WHEN HE ASKS, "AND IF YE LEND TO THEM OF WHOM YE HOPE TO RECEIVE, WHAT THANK HAVE YE?" COMPARE WITH THIS THE FOLLOWING WORDS OF EZEKIEL, IN WHICH HE SAYS OF THE BEFORE-MENTIONED JUST MAN, "HE HATH NOT GIVEN HIS MONEY UPON USURY, NOR WILL HE TAKE ANY INCREASE"--MEANING THE REDUNDANCE OF INTEREST, WHICH IS USURY. THE FIRST STEP WAS TO ERADICATE THE FRUIT OF THE MONEY LENT, THE MORE EASILY TO ACCUSTOM A MAN TO THE LOSS, SHOULD IT HAPPEN, OF THE MONEY ITSELF, THE INTEREST OF WHICH HE HAD LEARNT TO LOSE. NOW THIS, WE AFFIRM, WAS THE FUNCTION OF THE LAW AS PREPARATORY TO THE GOSPEL. IT WAS ENGAGED IN FORMING THE FAITH OF SUCH AS WOULD LEARN, BY GRADUAL STAGES, FOR THE PERFECT LIGHT OF THE CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE, THROUGH THE BEST PRECEPTS OF WHICH IT WAS CAPABLE, INCULCATING A BENEVOLENCE WHICH AS YET EXPRESSED ITSELF BUT FALTERINGLY. FOR IN THE PASSAGE OF EZEKIEL QUOTED ABOVE HE SAYS, "AND THOU SHALT RESTORE THE PLEDGE OF THE LOAN "--TO HIM, CERTAINLY, WHO IS INCAPABLE OF REPAYMENT, BECAUSE, AS A MATTER OF COURSE, HE WOULD NOT ANYHOW PRESCRIBE THE RESTORATION OF A PLEDGE TO ONE WHO WAS SOLVENT. MUCH MORE CLEARLY IS IT ENJOINED IN DEUTERONOMY: "THOU SHALT NOT SLEEP UPON HIS PLEDGE; THOU SHALT BE SURE TO RETURN TO HIM HIS GARMENT ABOUT SUNSET, AND HE SHALL SLEEP IN HIS OWN GARMENT." CLEARER STILL IS A FORMER PASSAGE: "THOU SHALT REMIT EVERY DEBT WHICH THY NEIGHBOR OWETH THEE; AND OF THY BROTHER THOU SHALT NOT REQUIRE IT, BECAUSE IT IS CALLED THE RELEASE OF THE LORD THY GOD." NOW, WHEN HE COMMANDS THAT A DEBT BE REMITTED TO A MAN WHO SHALL BE UNABLE TO PAY IT (FOR IT IS A STILL STRONGER ARGUMENT WHEN HE FORBIDS ITS BEING ASKED FOR FROM A MAN WHO IS EVEN ABLE TO REPAY IT), WHAT ELSE DOES HE TEACH THAN THAT WE SHOULD LEND TO THOSE OF WHOM WE CANNOT RECEIVE AGAIN, INASMUCH AS HE HAS IMPOSED SO GREAT A LOSS ON LENDING? "AND YE SHALL BE THE CHILDREN OF GOD." WHAT CAN BE MORE SHAMELESS, THAN FOR HIM TO BE MAKING US HIS CHILDREN, WHO HAS NOT PERMITTED US TO MAKE CHILDREN FOR OURSELVES BY FORBIDDING MARRIAGE? HOW DOES HE PROPOSE TO INVEST HIS FOLLOWERS WITH A NAME WHICH HE HAS ALREADY ERASED? I CANNOT BE THE SON OF A EUNUCH ESPECIALLY WHEN I HAVE FOR MY FATHER THE SAME GREAT BEING WHOM THE UNIVERSE CLAIMS FOR ITS! FOR IS NOT THE FOUNDER OF THE UNIVERSE AS MUCH A FATHER, EVEN OF ALL MEN, AS (MARCION'S) CASTRATED DEITY, WHO IS THE MAKER OF NO EXISTING THING? EVEN IF THE CREATOR HAD NOT UNITED MALE AND FEMALE, AND IF HE HAD NOT ALLOWED ANY LIVING CREATURE WHATEVER TO HAVE CHILDREN, I YET HAD THIS RELATION TO HIM BEFORE PARADISE, BEFORE THE FALL, BEFORE THE EXPULSION, BEFORE THE TWO BECAME ONE. I BECAME HIS SON A SECOND TIME, AS SOON AS HE FASHIONED ME WITH HIS HANDS, AND GAVE ME MOTION WITH HIS INBREATHING. NOW AGAIN HE NAMES ME HIS SON, NOT BEGETTING ME INTO NATURAL LIFE, BUT INTO SPIRITUAL LIFE. "BECAUSE," SAYS HE, "HE IS KIND UNTO THE UNTHANKFUL AND TO THE EVIL." WELL DONE, MARCION! HOW CLEVERLY HAVE YOU WITHDRAWN FROM HIM THE SHOWERS AND THE SUNSHINE, THAT HE MIGHT NOT SEEM TO BE A CREATOR! BUT WHO IS THIS KIND BEING WHICH HITHERTO HAS NOT BEEN EVEN KNOWN? HOW CAN HE BE KIND WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY SHOWN NO EVIDENCES OF SUCH A KINDNESS AS THIS, WHICH CONSISTS OF THE LOAN TO US OF SUNSHINE AND RAIN?--WHO IS NOT DESTINED TO RECEIVE FROM THE HUMAN RACE (THE HOMAGE DUE TO THAT) CREATOR,--WHO, UP TO THIS VERY MOMENT, IN RETURN FOR HIS VAST LIBERALITY IN THE GIFT OF THE ELEMENTS, BEARS WITH MEN WHILE THEY OFFER TO IDOLS, MORE READILY THAN HIMSELF, THE DUE RETURNS OF HIS GRACIOUSNESS. BUT GOD IS TRULY KIND EVEN IN SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS. "THE UTTERANCES OF THE LORD ARE SWEETER THAN HONEY AND HONEYCOMBS." HE THEN HAS TAUNTED MEN AS UNGRATEFUL WHO DESERVED TO HAVE THEIR GRATITUDE--EVEN HE, WHOSE SUNSHINE AND RAIN EVEN YOU, O MARCION, HAVE ENJOYED, BUT WITHOUT GRATITUDE! YOUR GOD, HOWEVER, HAD NO RIGHT TO COMPLAIN OF MAN'S INGRATITUDE, BECAUSE HE HAD USED NO MEANS TO MAKE THEM GRATEFUL. COMPASSION ALSO DOES HE TEACH: "BE YE MERCIFUL," SAYS HE, "AS YOUR FATHER ALSO THAT HAD MERCY UPON YOU." THIS INJUNCTION WILL BE OF A PIECE WITH, "DEAL THY BREAD TO THE HUNGRY; AND IF HE BE HOUSELESS, BRING HIM INTO THINE HOUSE; AND IF THOU SEEST THE NAKED, COVER HIM;" ALSO WITH, "JUDGE THE FATHERLESS, PLEAD WITH THE WIDOW." I RECOGNIZE HERE THAT ANCIENT DOCTRINE OF HIM WHO "PREFERS MERCY TO SACRIFICE." IF, HOWEVER, IT BE NOW SOME OTHER BEING WHICH TEACHES MERCY, ON THE GROUND OF HIS OWN MERCIFULNESS, HOW HAPPENS IT THAT HE HAS BEEN WANTING IN MERCY TO ME FOR SO VAST AN AGE? "JUDGE NOT, AND YE SHALL NOT BE JUDGED; CONDEMN NOT, AND YE SHALL NOT BE CONDEMNED; FORGIVE, AND YE SHALL BE FORGIVEN; GIVE, AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN UNTO YOU: GOOD MEASURE, PRESSED DOWN, AND RUNNING OVER, SHALL MEN GIVE INTO YOUR BOSOM. FOR WITH THE SAME MEASURE THAT YE MEASURE WITHAL, IT SHALL BE MEASURED TO YOU AGAIN." AS IT SEEMS TO ME, THIS PASSAGE ANNOUNCES A RETRIBUTION PROPORTIONED TO THE MERITS. BUT FROM WHOM SHALL COME THE RETRIBUTION? IF ONLY FROM MEN, IN THAT CASE HE TEACHES A MERELY HUMAN DISCIPLINE AND RECOMPENSE; AND IN EVERYTHING WE SHALL HAVE TO OBEY MAN: IF FROM THE CREATOR, AS THE JUDGE AND THE RECOMPENSER OF MERITS, THEN HE COMPELS OUR SUBMISSION TO HIM, IN WHOSE HANDS HE HAS PLACED A RETRIBUTION WHICH WILL BE ACCEPTABLE OR TERRIBLE ACCORDING AS EVERY MAN SHALL HAVE JUDGED OR CONDEMNED, ACQUITTED OR DEALT WITH, HIS NEIGHBOR; IF FROM (MARCION'S GOD) HIMSELF, HE WILL THEN EXERCISE A JUDICIAL FUNCTION WHICH MARCION DENIES. LET THE MARCIONITES THEREFORE MAKE THEIR CHOICE: WILL IT NOT BE JUST THE SAME INCONSISTENCY TO DESERT THE PRESCRIPTION OF THEIR MASTER, AS TO HAVE CHRIST TEACHING IN THE INTEREST OF MEN OR OF THE CREATOR? BUT "A BLIND MAN WILL LEAD A BLIND MAN INTO THE DITCH." SOME PERSONS BELIEVE MARCION. BUT "THE DISCIPLE IS NOT ABOVE HIS MASTER." APELLES OUGHT TO HAVE REMEMBERED THIS--A CORRECTOR OF MARCION, ALTHOUGH HIS DISCIPLE. THE HERETIC OUGHT TO TAKE THE BEAM OUT OF HIS OWN EYE, AND THEN HE MAY CONVICT THE CHRISTIAN, SHOULD HE SUSPECT A MOTE TO BE IN HIS EYE. JUST AS A GOOD TREE CANNOT PRODUCE EVIL FRUIT, SO NEITHER CAN TRUTH GENERATE HERESY; AND AS A CORRUPT TREE CANNOT YIELD GOOD FRUIT, SO HERESY WILL NOT PRODUCE TRUTH. THUS, MARCION BROUGHT NOTHING GOOD OUT OF CERDON'S EVIL TREASURE; NOR APELLES OUT OF MARCION'S. FOR IN APPLYING TO THESE HERETICS THE FIGURATIVE WORDS WHICH CHRIST USED OF MEN IN GENERAL, WE SHALL MAKE A MUCH MORE SUITABLE INTERPRETATION OF THEM THAN IF WE WERE TO DEDUCE OUT OF THEM TWO GODS, ACCORDING TO MARCION'S GRIEVOUS EXPOSITION. I THINK THAT I HAVE THE BEST REASON POSSIBLE FOR INSISTING STILL UPON THE POSITION WHICH I HAVE ALL ALONG OCCUPIED, THAT IN NO PASSAGE TO BE ANYWHERE FOUND HAS ANOTHER GOD BEEN REVEALED BY CHRIST. I WONDER THAT IN THIS PLACE ALONE MARCION'S HANDS SHOULD HAVE FELT BENUMBED IN THEIR ADULTERATING LABOR. BUT EVEN ROBBERS HAVE THEIR QUALMS NOW AND THEN. THERE IS NO WRONG-DOING WITHOUT FEAR, BECAUSE THERE IS NONE WITHOUT A GUILTY CONSCIENCE. SO LONG, THEN, WERE THE JEWS COGNIZANT OF NO OTHER GOD BUT HIM, BESIDE WHOM THEY KNEW NONE ELSE; NOR DID THEY CALL UPON ANY OTHER THAN HIM WHOM ALONE THEY KNEW. THIS BEING THE CASE, WHO WILL HE CLEARLY BE THAT SAID, "WHY TALLEST THOU ME LORD, LORD?" WILL IT BE HE WHO HAD AS YET NEVER BEEN CALLED ON, BECAUSE NEVER YET REVEALED; OR HE WHO WAS EVER REGARDED AS THE LORD, BECAUSE KNOWN FROM THE BEGINNING--EVEN THE GOD OF THE JEWS? WHO, AGAIN, COULD POSSIBLY HAVE ADDED, "AND DO NOT THE THINGS WHICH I SAY?" COULD IT HAVE BEEN HE WHO WAS ONLY THEN DOING HIS BEST TO TEACH THEM? OR HE WHO FROM THE BEGINNING HAD ADDRESSED TO THEM HIS MESSAGES BOTH BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS? HE COULD THEN UPBRAID THEM WITH DISOBEDIENCE, EVEN IF HE HAD NO GROUND AT ANY TIME ELSE FOR HIS REPROOF. THE FACT IS, THAT HE WHO WAS THEN IMPUTING TO THEM THEIR ANCIENT OBSTINACY WAS NONE OTHER THAN HE WHO, BEFORE THE COMING OF CHRIST, HAD ADDRESSED TO THEM THESE WORDS, "THIS PEOPLE HONORETH ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART STANDETH FAR OFF FROM ME." OTHERWISE, HOW ABSURD IT, WERE THAT A NEW GOD, A NEW CHRIST, THE REVEALER OF A NEW AND SO GRAND A RELIGION SHOULD DENOUNCE AS OBSTINATE AND DISOBEDIENT THOSE WHOM HE HAD NEVER HAD IT IN HIS POWER TO MAKE TRIAL OF! 
CHAP. XVIII.--CONCERNING THE CENTURION'S FAITH. THE RAISING OF THE WIDOW'S SON. JOHN BAPTIST, AND HIS MESSAGE TO CHRIST; AND THE WOMAN WHO WAS A SINNER. PROOFS EXTRACTED FROM ALL OF THE RELATION OF CHRIST TO THE CREATOR. 
LIKEWISE, WHEN EXTOLLING THE CENTURION'S FAITH, HOW INCREDIBLE A THING IT IS, THAT HE SHOULD CONFESS THAT HE HAD "FOUND SO GREAT A FAITH NOT EVEN IN ISRAEL." TO WHOM ISRAEL'S FAITH WAS IN NO WAY INTERESTING! BUT NOT FROM THE FACT (HERE STATED BY CHRIST) COULD IT HAVE BEEN OF ANY INTEREST TO HIM TO APPROVE AND COMPARE WHAT WAS HITHERTO CRUDE, NAY, I MIGHT SAY, HITHERTO NAUGHT. WHY, HOWEVER, MIGHT HE NOT HAVE USED THE EXAMPLE OF FAITH IN ANOTHER GOD? BECAUSE, IF HE HAD DONE SO, HE WOULD HAVE SAID THAT NO SUCH FAITH HAD EVER HAD EXISTENCE IN ISRAEL; BUT AS THE CASE STANDS, HE INTIMATES THAT HE OUGHT TO HAVE FOUND SO GREAT A FAITH IN ISRAEL, INASMUCH AS HE HAD INDEED COME FOR THE PURPOSE OF FINDING IT, BEING IN TRUTH THE GOD AND CHRIST OF ISRAEL, AND HAD NOW STIGMATIZED IT, ONLY AS ONE WHO WOULD ENFORCE AND UPHOLD IT. IF, INDEED, HE HAD BEEN ITS ANTAGONIST, HE WOULD HAVE PREFERRED FINDING IT TO BE SUCH FAITH, HAVING COME TO WEAKEN AND DESTROY IT RATHER THAN TO APPROVE OF IT. HE RAISED ALSO THE WIDOW'S SON FROM DEATH. THIS WAS NOT A STRANGE MIRACLE. THE CREATOR'S PROPHETS HAD WROUGHT SUCH; THEN WHY NOT HIS SON MUCH RATHER? NOW, SO EVIDENTLY HAD THE LORD CHRIST INTRODUCED NO OTHER GOD FOR THE WORKING OF SO MOMENTOUS A MIRACLE AS THIS, THAT ALL WHO WERE PRESENT GAVE GLORY TO THE CREATOR, SAYING: "A GREAT PROPHET IS RISEN UP AMONG US, AND GOD HATH VISITED HIS PEOPLE." WHAT GOD? HE, OF COURSE, WHOSE PEOPLE THEY WERE, AND FROM WHOM HAD COME THEIR PROPHETS. BUT IF THEY GLORIFIED THE CREATOR, AND CHRIST (ON HEARING THEM, AND KNOWING THEIR MEANING) REFRAINED FROM CORRECTING THEM EVEN IN THEIR VERY ACT OF INVOKING THE CREATOR IN THAT VAST MANIFESTATION OF HIS GLORY IN THIS RAISING OF THE DEAD, UNDOUBTEDLY HE EITHER ANNOUNCED NO OTHER GOD BUT HIM, WHOM HE THUS PERMITTED TO BE HONOURED IN HIS OWN BENEFICENT ACTS AND MIRACLES, OR ELSE HOW HAPPENS IT THAT HE QUIETLY PERMITTED THESE PERSONS TO REMAIN SO LONG IN THEIR ERROR, ESPECIALLY AS HE CAME FOR THE VERY PURPOSE TO CURE THEM OF THEIR ERROR? BUT JOHN IS OFFENDED WHEN HE HEARS OF THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST, AS OF AN ALIEN GOD. WELL, I ON MY SIDE WILL FIRST EXPLAIN THE REASON OF HIS OFFENCE, THAT I MAY THE MORE EASILY EXPLODE THE SCANDAL OF OUR HERETIC. NOW, THAT THE VERY LORD HIMSELF OF ALL MIGHT, THE WORD AND SPIRIT OF THE FATHER, WAS OPERATING AND PREACHING ON EARTH, IT WAS NECESSARY THAT THE PORTION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WHICH, IN THE FORM OF THE PROPHETIC GIFT, HAD BEEN THROUGH JOHN PREPARING THE WAYS OF THE LORD, SHOULD NOW DEPART FROM JOHN, AND RETURN BACK AGAIN OF COURSE TO THE LORD, AS TO ITS ALL-EMBRACING ORIGINAL. THEREFORE JOHN, BEING NOW AN ORDINARY PERSON, AND ONLY ONE OF THE MANY, WAS OFFENDED INDEED AS A MAN, BUT NOT BECAUSE HE EXPECTED OR THOUGHT OF ANOTHER CHRIST AS TEACHING OR DOING NOTHING NEW, FOR HE WAS NOT EVEN EXPECTING SUCH A ONE. NOBODY WILL ENTERTAIN DOUBTS ABOUT ANY ONE WHOM (SINCE HE KNOWS HIM NOT TO EXIST) HE HAS NO EXPECTATION OR THOUGHT OF. NOW JOHN WAS QUITE SURE THAT THERE WAS NO OTHER GOD BUT THE CREATOR, EVEN AS A JEW, ESPECIALLY AS A PROPHET. WHATEVER DOUBT HE FELT WAS EVIDENTLY RATHER ENTERTAINED ABOUT HIM WHOM HE KNEW INDEED TO EXIST BUT KNEW NOT WHETHER HE WERE THE VERY CHRIST. WITH THIS FEAR, THEREFORE, EVEN JOHN ASKS THE QUESTION, "ART THOU HE THAT SHOULD COME, OR LOOK WE FOR ANOTHER?"--SIMPLY INQUIRING WHETHER HE WAS COME AS HE WHOM HE WAS LOOKING FOR. "ART THOU HE THAT SHOULD COME?" I.E. ART THOU THE COMING ONE? "OR LOOK WE FOR ANOTHER?" I.E. IS HE WHOM WE ARE EXPECTING SOME OTHER THAN THOU, IF THOU ART NOT HE WHOM WE EXPECT TO COME? FOR HE WAS SUPPOSING, AS ALL MEN THEN THOUGHT, FROM THE SIMILARITY OF THE MIRACULOUS EVIDENCES, THAT A PROPHET MIGHT POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN MEANWHILE SENT, FROM WHOM THE LORD HIMSELF, WHOSE COMING WAS THEN EXPECTED, WAS DIFFERENT, AND TO WHOM HE WAS SUPERIOR. AND THERE, LAY JOHN'S DIFFICULTY. HE WAS IN DOUBT WHETHER HE WAS ACTUALLY COME WHOM ALL MEN WERE LOOKING FOR; WHOM, MOREOVER, THEY OUGHT TO HAVE RECOGNIZED BY HIS PREDICTED WORKS, EVEN AS THE LORD SENT WORD TO JOHN, THAT IT WAS BY MEANS OF THESE VERY WORKS THAT HE WAS TO BE RECOGNIZED. NOW, INASMUCH AS THESE PREDICTIONS EVIDENTLY RELATED TO THE CREATOR'S CHRIST--AS WE HAVE PROVED IN THE EXAMINATION OF EACH OF THEM--IT WAS PERVERSE ENOUGH, IF HE GAVE HIMSELF OUT TO BE NOT THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR, AND RESTED THE PROOF OF HIS STATEMENT ON THOSE VERY EVIDENCES WHEREBY HE WAS URGING HIS CLAIMS TO BE RECEIVED AS THE CREATOR'S CHRIST. FAR GREATER STILL IS HIS PERVERSENESS WHEN, NOT BEING THE CHRIST OF JOHN, HE YET BESTOWS ON JOHN HIS TESTIMONY, AFFIRMING HIM TO BE A PROPHET, NAY MORE, HIS MESSENGER, APPLYING TO HIM THE SCRIPTURE, "BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE THY FACE, WHICH SHALL PREPARE THY WAY BEFORE THEE." HE GRACIOUSLY ADDUCED THE PROPHECY IN THE SUPERIOR SENSE OF THE ALTERNATIVE MENTIONED BY THE PERPLEXED JOHN, IN ORDER THAT, BY AFFIRMING THAT HIS OWN PRECURSOR WAS ALREADY COME IN THE PERSON OF JOHN, HE MIGHT QUENCH THE DOUBT WHICH LURKED IN HIS QUESTION: "ART THOU HE THAT, SHOULD COME, OR LOOK WE FOR ANOTHER?" NOW THAT THE FORERUNNER HAD FULFILLED HIS MISSION, AND THE WAY OF THE LORD WAS PREPARED, HE OUGHT NOW TO BE ACKNOWLEDGED AS THAT (CHRIST) FOR WHOM THE FORERUNNER HAD MADE READY THE WAY. THAT FORERUNNER WAS INDEED "GREATER THAN ALL OF WOMEN BORN;" BUT FOR ALL THAT, HE WHO WAS LEAST IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD WAS NOT SUBJECT TO HIM; AS IF THE KINGDOM IN WHICH THE LEAST PERSON WAS GREATER THAN JOHN BELONGED TO ONE GOD, WHILE JOHN, WHO WAS GREATER THAN ALL OF WOMEN BORN, BELONGED HIMSELF TO ANOTHER GOD. FOR WHETHER HE SPEAKS OF ANY "LEAST PERSON" BY REASON OF HIS HUMBLE POSITION, OR OF HIMSELF, AS BEING THOUGHT TO BE LESS THAN JOHN--SINCE ALL WERE RUNNING INTO THE WILDERNESS AFTER JOHN RATHER THAN AFTER CHRIST ("WHAT WENT YE OUT INTO THE WILDERNESS TO SEE?")--THE CREATOR HAS EQUAL RIGHT TO CLAIM AS HIS OWN BOTH JOHN, GREATER THAN ANY BORN OF WOMEN, AND CHRIST, OR EVERY "LEAST PERSON IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN," WHO WAS DESTINED TO BE GREATER THAN JOHN IN THAT KINGDOM, ALTHOUGH EQUALLY PERTAINING TO THE CREATOR, AND WHO WOULD BE SO MUCH GREATER THAN THE PROPHET, BECAUSE HE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN OFFENDED AT CHRIST, AS INFIRMITY WHICH THEN LESSENED THE GREATNESS JOHN. WE HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN OF THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. THE BEHAVIOR OF "THE WOMAN WHICH WAS A SINNER," WHEN SHE COVERED THE LORD'S FEET WITH HER KISSES, BATHED THEM WITH HER TEARS, WIPED THEM WITH THE HAIRS OF HER HEAD, ANOINTED THEM WITH OINTMENT, PRODUCED AN EVIDENCE THAT WHAT SHE HANDLED WAS NOT AN EMPTY PHANTOM, BUT A REALLY SOLID BODY, AND THAT HER REPENTANCE AS A SINNER DESERVED FORGIVENESS ACCORDING TO THE MIND OF THE CREATOR, WHO IS ACCUSTOMED TO PREFER MERCY TO SACRIFICE. BUT EVEN IF THE STIMULUS OF HER REPENTANCE PROCEEDED FROM HER FAITH, SHE HEARD HER JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH THROUGH HER REPENTANCE PRONOUNCED IN THE WORDS, "THY FAITH HATH SAVED THEE," BY HIM WHO HAD DECLARED BY HABAKKUK, "THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY HIS FAITH." 
CHAP. XIX.--THE RICH WOMEN OF PIETY WHO FOLLOWED JESUS CHRIST'S TEACHING BY PARABLES. THE MARCIONITE CAVIL DERIVED FROM CHRIST'S REMARK, WHEN TOLD OF HIS MOTHER AND HIS BRETHREN. EXPLANATION OF CHRIST'S APPARENT REJECTION THEM. 
THE FACT THAT CERTAIN RICH WOMEN CLAVE TO CHRIST, "WHICH MINISTERED UNTO HIM OF THEIR SUBSTANCE," AMONGST WHOM WAS THE WIFE OF THE KING'S STEWARD, IS A SUBJECT OF PROPHECY. BY ISAIAH THE LORD CALLED THESE WEALTHY LADIES--"RISE UP, YE WOMEN THAT ARE AT EASE, AND HEAR MY VOICE"--THAT HE MIGHT PROVE THEM FIRST AS DISCIPLES, AND THEN AS ASSISTANTS AND HELPERS: "DAUGHTERS, HEAR MY WORDS IN HOPE; THIS DAY OF THE YEAR CHERISH THE MEMORY OF, IN LABOR WITH HOPE." FOR IT WAS "IN LABOR" THAT THEY FOLLOWED HIM, AND "WITH HOPE" DID THEY MINISTER TO HIM. ON THE SUBJECT OF PARABLES, LET IT SUFFICE THAT IT HAS BEEN ONCE FOR ALL SHOWN THAT THIS KIND OF LANGUAGE WAS WITH EQUAL DISTINCTNESS PROMISED BY THE CREATOR. BUT THERE IS THAT DIRECT MODE OF HIS SPEAKING TO THE PEOPLE" YE SHALL HEAR WITH THE EAR, BUT YE SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND"--WHICH NOW CLAIMS NOTICE AS HAVING FURNISHED TO CHRIST THAT FREQUENT FORM OF HIS EARNEST INSTRUCTION: "HE THAT HATH EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR." NOT AS IF CHRIST, ACTUATED WITH A DIVERSE SPIRIT, PERMITTED A HEARING WHICH THE CREATOR HAD REFUSED; BUT BECAUSE THE EXHORTATION FOLLOWED THE THREATENING. FIRST CAME, "YE SHALL HEAR WITH THE EAR, BUT SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND;" THEN FOLLOWED, "HE THAT HATH EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR." FOR THEY WILLFULLY REFUSED TO HEAR, ALTHOUGH THEY HAD EARS. HE, HOWEVER, WAS TEACHING THEM THAT IT WAS THE EARS OF THE HEART WHICH WERE NECESSARY; AND WITH THESE THE CREATOR HAD SAID THAT THEY WOULD NOT HEAR. THEREFORE, IT IS THAT HE ADDS BY HIS CHRIST, "TAKE HEED HOW YE HEAR," AND HEAR NOT, MEANING, OF COURSE, WITH THE HEARING OF THE HEART, NOT OF THE EAR. IF YOU ONLY ATTACH A PROPER, SENSE TO THE CREATOR'S ADMONITION SUITABLE TO THE MEANING OF HIM WHO WAS ROUSING THE PEOPLE TO HEAR BY THE WORDS, "TAKE HEED HOW YE HEAR," IT AMOUNTED TO A MENACE TO SUCH AS WOULD NOT HEAR. IN FACT, THAT MOST MERCIFUL GOD OF YOURS, WHO JUDGES NOT, NEITHER IS ANGRY, IS MINATORY. THIS IS PROVED EVEN BY THE SENTENCE WHICH IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWS: "WHOSOEVER HATH, TO HIM SHALL BE GIVEN; AND WHOSOEVER HATH NOT, FROM HIM SHALL BE TAKEN EVEN THAT WHICH HE SEEMETH TO HAVE." WHAT SHALL BE GIVEN? THE INCREASE OF FAITH, OR UNDERSTANDING, OR EVEN SALVATION. WHAT SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY? THAT, OF COURSE, WHICH SHALL BE, GIVEN. BY WHOM SHALL THE GIFT AND THE DEPRIVATION BE MADE? IF BY THE CREATOR IT BE TAKEN AWAY, BY HIM ALSO SHALL IT BE GIVEN. IF BY MARCION'S GOD IT BE GIVEN, BY MARCION'S GOD ALSO WILL IT BE TAKEN AWAY. NOW, FOR WHATEVER REASON HE THREATENS THE "DEPRIVATION," IT WILL NOT BE THE WORK OF A GOD WHO KNOWS NOT HOW TO THREATEN, BECAUSE INCAPABLE OF ANGER. I AM, MOREOVER, ASTONISHED WHEN HE SAYS THAT "A CANDLE IS NOT USUALLY HIDDEN," WHO HAD HIDDEN HIMSELF--A GREATER AND MORE NEEDFUL LIGHT--DURING SO LONG A TIME; AND WHEN HE PROMISES THAT "EVERYTHING SHALL BE BROUGHT OUT OF ITS SECRECY AND MADE MANIFEST," WHO HITHERTO HAS KEPT HIS GOD IN OBSCURITY, WAITING (I SUPPOSE) UNTIL MARCION BE BORN. WE NOW COME TO THE MOST STRENUOUSLY-PLIED ARGUMENT OF ALL THOSE WHO CALL IN QUESTION THE LORD'S NATIVITY. THEY SAY THAT HE TESTIFIES HIMSELF TO HIS NOT HAVING BEEN BORN, WHEN HE ASKS, "WHO IS MY MOTHER, AND WHO ARE MY BRETHREN?" IN THIS MANNER HERETICS EITHER WREST PLAIN AND SIMPLE WORDS TO ANY SENSE THEY CHOOSE BY THEIR CONJECTURES, OR ELSE THEY VIOLENTLY RESOLVE BY A LITERAL INTERPRETATION WORDS WHICH IMPLY A CONDITIONAL SENSE AND ARE INCAPABLE OF A SIMPLE SOLUTION, AS IN THIS PASSAGE. WE, FOR OUR PART, SAY IN REPLY, FIRST, THAT IT COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN TOLD HIM THAT HIS MOTHER AND HIS BRETHREN STOOD WITHOUT, DESIRING TO SEE HIM, IF HE HAD HAD NO MOTHER AND NO BRETHREN. THEY MUST HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO HIM WHO ANNOUNCED THEM, EITHER SOME TIME PREVIOUSLY, OR THEN AT THAT VERY TIME, WHEN THEY DESIRED TO SEE HIM, OR SENT HIM THEIR MESSAGE. TO THIS OUR FIRST POSITION THIS ANSWER IS USUALLY GIVEN BY THE OTHER SIDE. BUT SUPPOSE THEY SENT HIM THE MESSAGE FOR THE PURPOSE OF TEMPTING HIM? WELL, BUT THE SCRIPTURE DOES NOT SAY SO; AND INASMUCH AS IT IS USUAL FOR IT TO INDICATE WHAT IS DONE IN THE WAY OF TEMPTATION ("BEHOLD, A CERTAIN LAWYER STOOD UP, AND TEMPTED HIM;" AGAIN, WHEN INQUIRING ABOUT TRIBUTE, THE PHARISEES CAME TO HIM, TEMPTING HIM), SO, WHEN IT MAKES NO MENTION OF TEMPTATION, IT DOES NOT ADMIT THE INTERPRETATION OF TEMPTATION. HOWEVER, ALTHOUGH I DO NOT ALLOW THIS SENSE, I MAY AS WELL ASK, BY WAY OF A SUPERFLUOUS REFUTATION, FOR THE REASONS OF THE ALLEGED TEMPTATION, TO WHAT PURPOSE COULD THEY HAVE TEMPTED HIM BY NAMING HIS MOTHER AND HIS BRETHREN? IF IT WAS TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER HE HAD BEEN BORN OR NOT--WHEN WAS A QUESTION RAISED ON THIS POINT, WHICH THEY MUST RESOLVE BY TEMPTING HIM IN THIS WAY? WHO COULD DOUBT HIS HAVING BEEN BORN, WHEN THEY SAW HIM BEFORE THEM A VERITABLE MAN?--WHOM THEY HAD HEARD CALL HIMSELF "SON OF MAN?"--OF WHOM THEY DOUBTED WHETHER HE WERE GOD OR SON OF GOD, FROM SEEING HIM, AS THEY DID, IN THE PERFECT GARB OF HUMAN QUALITY?--SUPPOSING HIM RATHER TO BE A PROPHET, A GREAT ONE INDEED, BUT STILL ONE WHO HAD BEEN BORN AS MAN? EVEN IF IT HAD BEEN NECESSARY THAT HE SHOULD THUS BE TRIED IN THE INVESTIGATION OF HIS BIRTH, SURELY ANY OTHER PROOF WOULD HAVE BETTER ANSWERED THE TRIAL THAN THAT TO BE OBTAINED FROM MENTIONING THOSE RELATIVES WHICH IT WAS QUITE POSSIBLE FOR HIM, IN SPITE OF HIS TRUE NATIVITY, NOT AT THAT MOMENT TO HAVE HAD. FOR TELL ME NOW, DOES A MOTHER LIVE ON CONTEMPORANEOUSLY WITH HER SONS IN EVERY CASE? HAVE ALL SONS, BROTHERS BORN FOR THEM? MAY A MAN RATHER NOT HAVE FATHERS AND SISTERS (LIVING), OR EVEN NO RELATIVES AT ALL? BUT THERE IS HISTORICAL PROOF THAT AT THIS VERY TIME A CENSUS HAD BEEN TAKEN IN JUDAEA BY SENTIUS SATURNI-NUS, WHICH MIGHT HAVE SATISFIED THEIR INQUIRY RESPECTING THE FAMILY AND DESCENT OF CHRIST. SUCH A METHOD OF TESTING THE POINT HAD THEREFORE NO CONSISTENCY WHATEVER IN IT AND THEY "WHO WERE STANDING WITHOUT" WERE REALLY "HIS MOTHER AND HIS BRETHREN." IT REMAINS FOR US TO EXAMINE HIS MEANING WHEN HE RESORTS TO NON-LITERAL WORDS, SAYING "WHO IS MY MOTHER OR MY BRETHREN?" IT SEEMS AS IF HIS LANGUAGE AMOUNTED TO A DENIAL OF HIS FAMILY AND HIS BIRTH; BUT IT AROSE ACTUALLY FROM THE ABSOLUTE NATURE OF THE CASE, AND THE CONDITIONAL SENSE IN WHICH HIS WORDS WERE TO BE EXPLAINED. HE WAS JUSTLY INDIGNANT, THAT PERSONS SO VERY NEAR TO HIM" STOOD WITHOUT," WHILE STRANGERS WERE WITHIN HANGING ON HIS WORDS, ESPECIALLY AS THEY WANTED TO CALL HIM AWAY FROM THE SOLEMN WORK HE HAD IN HAND. HE DID NOT SO MUCH DENY AS DISAVOW THEM. AND THEREFORE, WHEN TO THE PREVIOUS QUESTION, "WHO IS MY MOTHER, AND WHO ARE MY BRETHREN? HE ADDED THE ANSWER "NONE BUT THEY WHO HEAR MY WORDS AND DO THEM," HE TRANSFERRED THE NAMES OF BLOOD-RELATIONSHIP TO OTHERS, WHOM HE JUDGED TO BE MORE CLOSELY RELATED TO HIM BY REASON OF THEIR FAITH. NOW NO ONE TRANSFERS A THING EXCEPT FROM HIM WHO POSSESSES THAT WHICH IS TRANSFERRED. IF, THEREFORE, HE MADE THEM "HIS MOTHER AND HIS BRETHREN" WHO WERE NOT SO, HOW COULD HE DENY THEM THESE RELATIONSHIP’S WHO REALLY HAD THEM? SURELY ONLY ON THE CONDITION OF THEIR DESERTS, AND NOT BY ANY DISAVOWAL OF HIS NEAR RELATIVES; TEACHING THEM BY HIS OWN ACTUAL EXAMPLE, THAT "WHOSOEVER PREFERRED FATHER OR MOTHER OR BRETHREN TO THE WORD OF GOD, WAS NOT A DISCIPLE WORTHY OF HIM." BESIDES, HIS ADMISSION OF HIS MOTHER AND HIS BRETHREN WAS THE MORE EXPRESS, FROM THE FACT OF HIS UNWILLINGNESS TO ACKNOWLEDGE THEM. THAT HE ADOPTED OTHERS ONLY CONFIRMED THOSE IN THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO HIM WHOM HE REFUSED BECAUSE OF THEIR OFFENCE, AND FOR WHOM HE SUBSTITUTED THE OTHERS, NOT AS BEING TRUER RELATIVES, BUT WORTHIER ONES. FINALLY, IT WAS NO GREAT MATTER IF HE DID PREFER TO KINDRED (THAT) FAITH WHICH IT DID NOT POSSESS. 
CHAP. XX.--COMPARISON OF CHRIST'S POWER OVER WINDS AND WAVES WITH MOSES' COMMAND OF THE WATERS OF THE RED SEA AND THE JORDAN. CHRIST'S POWER OVER UNCLEAN SPIRITS. THE CASE OF THE LEGION THE CURE OF THE ISSUE OF BLOOD. THE MOSAIC UNCLEANNESS ON THIS POINT EXPLAINED. 
BUT "WHAT MANNER OF MAN IS THIS? FOR HE COMMANDETH EVEN THE WINDS AND WATER!" OF COURSE, HE IS THE NEW MASTER AND PROPRIETOR OF THE ELEMENTS, NOW THAT THE CREATOR IS DEPOSED, AND EXCLUDED FROM THEIR POSSESSION! NOTHING OF THE KIND. BUT THE ELEMENTS OWN THEIR OWN MAKER, JUST AS THEY HAD BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO OBEY HIS SERVANTS ALSO. EXAMINE WELL THE EXODUS, MARCION; LOOK AT THE ROD OF MOSES, AS IT WAVES HIS COMMAND TO THE RED SEA, AMPLER THAN ALL THE LAKES OF JUDAEA. HOW THE SEA YAWNS FROM ITS VERY DEPTHS, THEN FIXES ITSELF IN TWO SOLIDIFIED MASSES, AND SO, OUT OF THE INTERVAL BETWEEN THEM, MAKES A WAY FOR THE PEOPLE TO PASS DRY-SHOD ACROSS; AGAIN, DOES THE SAME RED VIBRATE, THE SEA RETURNS IN ITS STRENGTH, AND IN THE CONCOURSE OF ITS WATERS THE CHIVALRY OF EGYPT IS ENGULPHED! TO THAT CONSUMMATION THE VERY WINDS SUB-SERVED! READ, TOO, HOW THAT THE JORDAN WAS AS A SWORD, TO HINDER THE EMIGRANT NATION IN THEIR PASSAGE ACROSS ITS STREAM; HOW THAT ITS WATERS FROM ABOVE STOOD STILL, AND ITS CURRENT BELOW WHOLLY CEASED TO RUN AT THE BIDDING OF JOSHUA, WHEN HIS PRIESTS BEGAN TO PASS OVER! WHAT WILL YOU SAY TO THIS? IF IT BE YOUR CHRIST THAT IS MEANT SAY HE WILL NOT BE MORE POTENT THAN THE SERVANTS OF THE CREATOR. BUT I SHOULD HAVE BEEN CONTENT WITH THE EXAMPLES I HAVE ADDUCED WITHOUT ADDITION, IF A PREDICTION OF HIS PRESENT PASSAGE ON THE SEA HAD NOT PRECEDED CHRIST'S COMING. AS PSALM IS, IN FACT, ACCOMPLISHED BY THIS CROSSING OVER THE LAKE. "THE LORD," SAYS THE PSALMIST, "IS UPON MANY WATERS." WHEN HE DISPERSES ITS WAVES, HABAKKUK'S WORDS ARE FULFILLED, WHERE HE SAYS, "SCATTERING THE WATERS IN HIS PASSAGE." WHEN AT HIS REBUKE THE SEA IS CALMED, NAHUM IS ALSO VERIFIED: HE REBUKETH THE SEA, AND MAKETH IT DRY," INCLUDING THE WINDS INDEED, WHEREBY IT WAS DISQUIETED. WITH WHAT EVIDENCE WOULD YOU HAVE MY CHRIST VINDICATED? SHALL IT COME FROM THE EXAMPLES, OR FROM THE PROPHECIES, OF THE CREATOR? YOU SUPPOSE THAT HE IS PREDICTED AS A MILITARY AND ARMED WARRIOR, INSTEAD OF ONE WHO IN A FIGURATIVE AND ALLEGORICAL SENSE WAS TO WAGE A SPIRITUAL WARFARE AGAINST SPIRITUAL ENEMIES, IN SPIRITUAL CAMPAIGNS, AND WITH SPIRITUAL WEAPONS: COME NOW, WHEN IN ONE MAN ALONE YOU DISCOVER A MULTITUDE OF DEMONS CALLING ITSELF LEGION, OF COURSE COMPRISED OF SPIRITS, YOU SHOULD LEARN THAT CHRIST ALSO MUST BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE AN EXTERMINATOR OF SPIRITUAL FOES, WHO WIELDS SPIRITUAL ARMS AND FIGHTS IN SPIRITUAL STRIFE; AND THAT IT WAS NONE OTHER THAN HE, WHO NOW HAD TO CONTEND WITH EVEN A LEGION OF DEMONS. THEREFORE, IT IS OF SUCH A WAR AS THIS THAT THE PSALM MAY EVIDENTLY HAVE SPOKEN: "THE LORD IS STRONG, THE LORD IS MIGHTY IN BATTLE." FOR WITH THE LAST ENEMY DEATH DID HE FIGHT, AND THROUGH THE TROPHY OF THE CROSS HE TRIUMPHED. NOW OF WHAT GOD DID THE LEGION TESTIFY THAT JESUS WAS THE SON? NO DOUBT, OF THAT GOD WHOSE TORMENTS AND ABYSS THEY KNEW AND DREADED. IT SEEMS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO HAVE REMAINED UP TO THIS TIME IN IGNORANCE OF WHAT THE POWER OF THE RECENT AND UNKNOWN GOD WAS WORKING IN THE WORLD, BECAUSE IT IS VERY UNLIKELY THAT THE CREATOR WAS IGNORANT THEREOF. FOR IF HE HAD BEEN AT ANY TIME IGNORANT THAT THERE WAS ANOTHER GOD ABOVE HIMSELF, HE HAD BY THIS TIME AT ALL EVENTS DISCOVERED THAT THERE WAS ONE AT WORK BELOW HIS HEAVEN. NOW, WHAT THEIR LORD HAD DISCOVERED HAD BY THIS TIME BECOME NOTORIOUS TO HIS ENTIRE FAMILY WITHIN THE SAME WORLD AND THE SAME CIRCUIT OF HEAVEN, IN WHICH THE STRANGE DEITY DWELT AND ACTED. AS THEREFORE BOTH THE CREATOR AND HIS CREATURES MUST HAVE HAD KNOWLEDGE OF HIM, IF HE HAD BEEN IN EXISTENCE, SO, INASMUCH AS HE HAD NO EXISTENCE, THE DEMONS REALLY KNEW NONE OTHER THAN THE CHRIST OF THEIR OWN GOD. THEY DO NOT ASK OF THE STRANGE GOD, WHAT THEY RECOLLECTED THEY MUST BEG OF THE CREATOR--NOT TO BE PLUNGED INTO THE CREATOR'S ABYSS. THEY AT LAST HAD THEIR REQUEST GRANTED. ON WHAT GROUND? BECAUSE THEY HAD LIED? BECAUSE THEY HAD PROCLAIMED HIM TO BE THE SON OF A RUTHLESS GOD? AND WHAT SORT OF GOD WILL THAT BE WHO HELPED THE LYING, AND UPHELD HIS DETRACTORS? HOWEVER, NO NEED OF THIS THOUGHT, FOR, INASMUCH AS THEY HAD NOT LIED, INASMUCH AS THEY HAD ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE GOD OF THE ABYSS WAS ALSO THEIR GOD, SO DID HE ACTUALLY HIMSELF AFFIRM THAT HE WAS THE SAME WHOM THESE DEMONS ACKNOWLEDGED--JESUS, THE JUDGE AND SON OF THE AVENGING GOD. NOW, BEHOLD AN INKLING OF THE CREATOR'S FAILINGS AND INFIRMITIES IN CHRIST; FOR I ON MY SIDE MEAN TO IMPUTE TO HIM IGNORANCE. ALLOW ME SOME INDULGENCE IN MY EFFORT AGAINST THE HERETIC. JESUS IS TOUCHED BY THE WOMAN WHO HAD AN ISSUE OF BLOOD, HE KNEW NOT BY WHOM. "WHO TOUCHED ME?" HE ASKS, WHEN HIS DISCIPLES ALLEGED AN EXCUSE. HE EVEN PERSISTS IN HIS ASSERTION OF IGNORANCE: "SOMEBODY HATH TOUCHED ME," HE SAYS, AND ADVANCES SOME PROOF: "FOR I PERCEIVE THAT VIRTUE IS GONE OUT OF ME." WHAT SAYS OUR HERETIC? COULD CHRIST HAVE KNOWN THE PERSON? AND WHY DID HE SPEAK AS IF HE WERE IGNORANT? WHY? SURELY IT WAS TO CHALLENGE HER FAITH, AND TO TRY HER FEAR. PRECISELY AS HE HAD ONCE QUESTIONED ADAM, AS IF IN IGNORANCE: ADAM, WHERE ART THOU?" THUS, YOU HAVE BOTH THE CREATOR EXCUSED IN THE SAME WAY AS CHRIST, AND CHRIST ACTING SIMILARLY TO THE CREATOR. BUT IN THIS, CASE HE ACTED AS AN ADVERSARY OF THE LAW; AND THEREFORE, AS THE LAW FORBIDS CONTACT WITH A WOMAN WITH AN ISSUE, HE DESIRED NOT ONLY THAT THIS WOMAN SHOULD TOUCH HIM, BUT THAT HE SHOULD HEAL HER. HERE, THEN, IS A GOD WHO IS NOT MERCIFUL BY NATURE, BUT IN HOSTILITY! YET, IF WE FIND THAT SUCH WAS THE MERIT OF THIS WOMAN'S FAITH, THAT HE SAID UNTO HER, THY FAITH HATH SAVED THEE." WHAT ARE YOU, THAT YOU SHOULD DETECT A HOSTILITY TO THE LAW IN THAT ACT, WHICH THE LORD HIMSELF SHOWS US TO HAVE BEEN DONE AS A REWARD OF FAITH? BUT WILL YOU HAVE IT THAT THIS FAITH OF THE WOMAN CONSISTED IN THE CONTEMPT WHICH SHE HAD ACQUIRED FOR THE LAW? WHO CAN SUPPOSE, THAT A WOMAN WHO HAD BEEN. HITHERTO UNCONSCIOUS OF ANY GOD, UNINITIATED AS YET IN ANY NEW LAW, SHOULD VIOLENTLY INFRINGE THAT LAW BY WHICH SHE WAS UP TO THIS TIME BOUND? ON WHAT FAITH, INDEED, WAS SUCH AN INFRINGEMENT HAZARDED? IN WHAT GOD BELIEVING? WHOM DESPISING? THE CREATOR? HER TOUCH AT LEAST WAS AN ACT OF FAITH. AND IF OF FAITH IN THE CREATOR, HOW COULD SHE HAVE VIOLATED HIS LAW, WHEN SHE WAS IGNORANT OF ANY OTHER GOD? WHATEVER HER INFRINGEMENT OF THE LAW AMOUNTED TO, IT PROCEEDED FROM AND WAS PROPORTIONATE TO HER FAITH IN THE CREATOR. BUT HOW CAN THESE TWO THINGS BE COMPATIBLE? THAT SHE VIOLATED THE LAW, AND VIOLATED IT IN FAITH, WHICH OUGHT TO HAVE RESTRAINED HER FROM SUCH VIOLATION? I WILL TELL YOU HOW HER FAITH WAS THIS ABOVE ALL: IT MADE HER BELIEVE THAT HER GOD PREFERRED MERCY EVEN TO SACRIFICE; SHE WAS CERTAIN THAT HER GOD WAS WORKING IN CHRIST; SHE TOUCHED HIM, THEREFORE, NOR AS A HOLY MAN SIMPLY, NOR AS A PROPHET, WHOM SHE KNEW TO BE CAPABLE OF CONTAMINATION BY REASON OF HIS HUMAN NATURE, BUT AS VERY GOD, WHOM SHE ASSUMED TO BE BEYOND ALL POSSIBILITY OF POLLUTION BY ANY UNCLEANNESS. SHE THEREFORE, NOT WITHOUT REASON, INTERPRETED FOR HERSELF THE LAW, AS MEANING THAT SUCH THINGS AS ARE SUSCEPTIBLE OF DEFILEMENT BECOME DEFILED, BUT NOT SO GOD, WHOM SHE KNEW FOR CERTAIN TO BE IN CHRIST. BUT SHE RECOLLECTED THIS ALSO, THAT WHAT CAME UNDER THE PROHIBITION OF THE LAW WAS THAT ORDINARY AND USUAL ISSUE OF BLOOD WHICH PROCEEDS FROM NATURAL FUNCTIONS EVERY MONTH, AND IN CHILDBIRTH, NOT THAT WHICH WAS THE RESULT OF DISORDERED HEALTH. HER CASE, HOWEVER, WAS ONE OF LONG ABOUNDING ILL HEALTH, FOR WHICH SHE KNEW THAT THE SUCCOR OF GOD'S MERCY WAS NEEDED, AND NOT THE NATURAL RELIEF OF TIME. AND THUS, SHE MAY: EVIDENTLY BE REGARDED AS HAVING DISCERNED THE LAW, INSTEAD OF BREAKING IT. THIS WILL PROVE TO BE THE FAITH WHICH WAS TO CONFER INTELLIGENCE LIKEWISE. "IF YE WILL NOT BELIEVE," SAYS (THE PROPHET), "YE SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND." WHEN CHRIST APPROVED OF THE FAITH OF THIS WOMAN, WHICH SIMPLY RESTED IN THE CREATOR, HE DECLARED BY HIS ANSWER TO HER, THAT HE WAS HIMSELF THE DIVINE OBJECT OF THE FAITH OF WHICH HE APPROVED. NOR CAN I OVERLOOK THE FACT THAT HIS GARMENT, BY BEING TOUCHED, DEMONSTRATED ALSO THE TRUTH OF HIS BODY; FOR OF COURSE" IT WAS A BODY, AND NOT A PHANTOM, WHICH THE GARMENT CLOTHED. THIS INDEED IS NOT OUR POINT NOW; BUT THE REMARK HAS A NATURAL BEARING ON THE QUESTION WE ARE DISCUSSING. FOR IF IT WERE NOT A VERITABLE BODY, BUT ONLY A FANTASTIC ONE, IT COULD NOT FOR CERTAIN HAVE RECEIVED CONTAMINATION, AS BEING AN UNSUBSTANTIAL THING. HE THEREFORE, WHO, BY REASON OF THIS VACUITY OF HIS SUBSTANCE, WAS INCAPABLE OF CONTAMINATION, HOW COULD HE POSSIBLY HAVE DESIRED THIS TOUCH? AS AN ADVERSARY OF THE LAW, HIS CONDUCT WAS DECEITFUL, FOR HE WAS NOT SUSCEPTIBLE OF A REAL POLLUTION. 
CHAP. XXI.--CHRIST'S CONNECTION WITH THE CREATOR SHOWN FROM SEVERAL INCIDENTS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, COMPARED WITH ST. LUKE'S NARRATIVE OF THE MISSION OF THE DISCIPLES. THE FEEDING OF THE MULTITUDE. THE CONFESSION OF ST. PETER. BEING ASHAMED OF CHRIST. THIS SHAME IS ONLY POSSIBLE OF THE TRUE CHRIST. MARCIONITE PRETENSIONS ABSURD. 
HE SENDS FORTH HIS DISCIPLES TO PREACH THE KINGDOM OF GOD. DOES HE HERE SAY OF WHAT GOD? HE FORBIDS THEIR TAKING ANYTHING FOR THEIR JOURNEY, BY WAY OF EITHER FOOD OR RAIMENT. WHO WOULD HAVE GIVEN SUCH A COMMANDMENT AS THIS, BUT HE WHO FEEDS THE RAVENS AND CLOTHES THE FLOWERS OF THE FIELD? WHO ANCIENTLY ENJOINED FOR THE TREADING OX AN UNMUZZLED MOUTH, THAT HE MIGHT BE AT LIBERTY TO GATHER HIS FODDER FROM HIS LABOR, ON THE PRINCIPLE THAT THE WORKER IS WORTHY OF HIS HIRE? MARCION MAY EXPUNGE SUCH PRECEPTS, BUT NO MATTER, PROVIDED THE SENSE OF THEM SURVIVES. BUT WHEN HE CHARGES THEM TO SHAKE OFF THE DUST OF THEIR FEET AGAINST SUCH AS SHOULD REFUSE TO RECEIVE THEM, HE ALSO BIDS THAT THIS BE DONE AS A WITNESS. NOW NO ONE BEARS WITNESS EXCEPT IN A CASE WHICH IS DECIDED BY JUDICIAL PROCESS; AND WHOEVER ORDERS INHUMAN CONDUCT TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE TRIAL BY TESTIMONY, DOES REALLY THREATEN AS A JUDGE. AGAIN, THAT IT WAS NO NEW GOD WHICH RECOMMENDED BY CHRIST, WAS DEARLY ATTESTED BY THE OPINION OF ALL MEN, BECAUSE SOME MAINTAINED TO HEROD THAT JESUS WAS THE CHRIST; OTHERS, THAT HE WAS JOHN; SOME, THAT HE WAS ELIAS; AND OTHERS, THAT HE WAS ONE OF THE OLD PROPHETESSES. NOW, WHOSOEVER OF ALL THESE HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN, HE CERTAINLY WAS NOT RAISED UP FOR THE PURPOSE OF ANNOUNCING ANOTHER GOD AFTER HIS RESURRECTION. HE FEEDS THE MULTITUDE IN THE DESERT PLACE; THIS, YOU MUST KNOW, WAS AFTER THE MANNER OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. OR ELSE, IF THERE WAS NOT THE SAME GRANDEUR, IT FOLLOWS THAT HE IS NOW INFERIOR TO THE CREATOR. FOR HE, NOT FOR ONE DAY, BUT DURING FORTY YEARS, NOT ON THE INFERIOR ALIMENT OF BREAD AND FISH, BUT WITH THE MANNA OF HEAVEN, SUPPORTED THE LIVES OF NOT FIVE THOUSAND, BUT OF SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND HUMAN BEINGS. HOWEVER, SUCH WAS THE GREATNESS OF HIS MIRACLE, THAT HE WILLED THE SLENDER SUPPLY OF FOOD, NOT ONLY TO BE ENOUGH, BUT EVEN TO PROVE SUPERABUNDANT; AND HEREIN HE FOLLOWED THE ANCIENT PRECEDENT. FOR IN LIKE MANNER, DURING THE FAMINE IN ELIJAH'S TIME, THE SCANTY AND FINAL MEAL OF THE WIDOW OF SAREPTA WAS MULTIPLIED BY THE BLESSING OF THE PROPHET THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD OF THE FAMINE. YOU HAVE THE THIRD BOOK OF THE KINGS. IF YOU ALSO TURN TO THE FOURTH BOOK, YOU WILL DISCOVER ALL THIS CONDUCT OF CHRIST PURSUED BY THAT MAN OF GOD, WHO ORDERED TEN BARLEY LOAVES WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN HIM TO BE DISTRIBUTED AMONG THE PEOPLE; AND WHEN HIS SERVITOR, AFTER CONTRASTING THE LARGE NUMBER OF THE PERSONS WITH THE SMALL SUPPLY OF THE FOOD, ANSWERED, "WHAT, SHALL I SET THIS BEFORE A HUNDRED MEN?" HE SAID AGAIN, "GIVE THEM, AND THEY SHALL EAT: FOR THUS SAITH THE LORD, THEY SHALL EAT, AND SHALL LEAVE THEREOF, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE LORD." O CHRIST, EVEN IN THY NOVELTIES THOU ART OLD! ACCORDINGLY, WHEN PETER, WHO HAD BEEN AN EYE-WITNESS OF THE MIRACLE, AND HAD COMPARED IT WITH THE ANCIENT PRECEDENTS, AND HAD DISCOVERED IN THEM PROPHETIC INTIMATIONS OF WHAT SHOULD ONE DAY COME TO PASS, ANSWERED (AS THE MOUTHPIECE OF THEM ALL) THE LORD'S INQUIRY, "WHOM SAY YE THAT I AM?" IN THE WORDS, "THOU ART THE CHRIST," HE COULD NOT BUT HAVE PERCEIVED THAT HE WAS THAT CHRIST, BESIDE WHOM HE KNEW OF NONE ELSE IN THE SCRIPTURES, AND WHOM HE WAS NOW SURVEYING IN HIS WONDERFUL DEEDS. THIS CONCLUSION HE EVEN HIMSELF CONFIRMS BY THUS FAR BEARING WITH IT, NAY, EVEN ENJOINING SILENCE RESPECTING IT. FOR IF PETER WAS UNABLE TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIM TO BE ANY OTHER THAN THE CREATOR'S CHRIST, WHILE HE COMMANDED THEM "TO TELL NO MAN THAT SAYING," SURELY, HE WAS UNWILLING TO HAVE THE CONCLUSION PROMULGED WHICH PETER HAD DRAWN. NO DOUBT OF THAT, YOU SAY; BUT AS PETER'S CONCLUSION WAS A WRONG ONE, THEREFORE HE WAS UNWILLING TO HAVE A LIE DISSEMINATED. IT WAS, HOWEVER, A DIFFERENT REASON WHICH HE ASSIGNED FOR THE SILENCE, EVEN BECAUSE "THE SON OF MAN MUST SUFFER MANY THINGS, AND BE REJECTED OF THE ELDERS, AND SCRIBES, AND PRIESTS, AND BE SLAIN, AND BE RAISED AGAIN THE THIRD DAY." NOW, INASMUCH AS THESE SUFFERINGS WERE ACTUALLY FORETOLD FOR THE CREATOR'S CHRIST (AS WE SHALL FULLY SHOW IN THE PROPER PLACE), SO BY THIS APPLICATION OF THEM TO HIS OWN CASE DOES HE PROVE THAT IT IS HE HIMSELF OF WHOM THEY WERE PREDICTED. AT ALL EVENTS, EVEN IF THEY HAD NOT BEEN PREDICTED, THE REASON WHICH HE ALLEGED FOR IMPOSING SILENCE (ON THE DISCIPLES) WAS SUCH AS MADE IT CLEAR ENOUGH THAT PETER HAD MADE NO MISTAKE, THAT REASON BEING THE NECESSITY OF HIS UNDERGOING THESE SUFFERINGS. "WHOSOEVER," SAYS HE, "WILL SAVE HIS LIFE, SHALL LOSE IT; AND WHOSOEVER WILL LOSE HIS LIFE FOR MY SAKE, THE SAME SHALL SAVE IT." SURELY IT IS THE SON OF MAN WHO UTTERED THIS SENTENCE. LOOK CAREFULLY, THEN, ALONG WITH THE KING OF BABYLON, INTO HIS BURNING FIERY FURNACE, AND THERE YOU WILL DISCOVER ONE "LIKE THE SON OF MAN" (FOR HE WAS NOT YET REALLY SON OF MAN, BECAUSE NOT YET BORN OF MAN), EVEN AS EARLY AS THEN APPOINTING ISSUES SUCH AS THESE. HE SAVED THE LIVES OF THE THREE BRETHREN, WHO HAD AGREED TO LOSE THEM FOR GOD'S SAKE; BUT HE DESTROYED THOSE OF THE CHALDAEANS, WHEN THEY HAD PREFERRED TO SAVE THEM BY THE MEANS OF THEIR IDOLATRY. WHERE IS THAT NOVELTY, WHICH YOU PRETEND IN A DOCTRINE WHICH POSSESSES THESE ANCIENT PROOFS? BUT ALL THE PREDICTIONS HAVE BEEN FULFILLED CONCERNING MARTYRDOMS WHICH WERE TO HAPPEN, AND WERE TO RECEIVE THE RECOMPENSES OF THEIR REWARD FROM GOD. "SEE," SAYS ISAIAH, "HOW THE RIGHTEOUS PERISHETH, AND NO MAN LAYETH IT TO HEART; AND JUST MEN ARE TAKEN AWAY, AND NO MAN CONSIDERETH." WHEN DOES THIS MORE FREQUENTLY HAPPEN THAN IN THE PERSECUTION OF HIS SAINTS? THIS, INDEED, IS NO ORDINARY MATTER, NO COMMON CASUALTY OF THE LAW OF NATURE; BUT IT IS THAT ILLUSTRIOUS DEVOTION, THAT FIGHTING FOR THE FAITH, WHEREIN WHOSOEVER LOSES HIS LIFE FOR GOD SAVES IT, SO THAT YOU MAY HERE AGAIN RECOGNIZE THE JUDGE WHO RECOMPENSES THE EVIL GAIN OF LIFE WITH ITS DESTRUCTION, AND THE GOOD LOSS THEREOF WITH ITS SALVATION. IT IS, HOWEVER, A JEALOUS GOD WHOM HE HERE PRESENTS TO ME ONE WHO RETURNS EVIL FOR EVIL. "FOR WHOSOEVER," SAYS HE, "SHALL BE ASHAMED OF ME, OF HIM WILL I ALSO BE ASHAMED." NOW TO NONE BUT MY CHRIST CAN BE ASSIGNED THE OCCASION OF SUCH A SHAME AS THIS. HIS WHOLE COURSE WAS SO EXPOSED TO SHAME AS TO OPEN A WAY FOR EVEN THE TAUNTS OF HERETICS, DECLAIMING WITH ALL THE BITTERNESS IN THEIR POWER AGAINST THE UTTER DISGRACE OF HIS BIRTH AND BRINGING-UP, AND THE UNWORTHINESS OF HIS VERY FLESH. BUT HOW CAN THAT CHRIST OF YOURS BE LIABLE TO A SHAME, WHICH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO EXPERIENCE? SINCE HE WAS NEVER CONDENSED INTO HUMAN FLESH IN THE WOMB OF A WOMAN, ALTHOUGH A VIRGIN; NEVER GREW FROM HUMAN SEED, ALTHOUGH ONLY AFTER THE LAW OF CORPOREAL SUBSTANCE, FROM THE FLUIDS OF A WOMAN; WAS NEVER DEEMED FLESH BEFORE SHAPED IN THE WOMB; NEVER CALLED FETUS AFTER SUCH SHAPING; WAS NEVER DELIVERED FROM A TEN MONTHS' WRITHING IN THE WOMB; WAS NEVER SHED FORTH UPON THE GROUND, AMIDST THE SUDDEN PAINS OF PARTURITION, WITH THE UNCLEAN ISSUE WHICH FLOWS AT SUCH A TIME THROUGH THE SEWERAGE OF THE BODY, FORTHWITH TO INAUGURATE THE LIGHT OF LIFE WITH TEARS, AND WITH THAT PRIMAL WOUND WHICH SEVERS THE CHILD FROM HER WHO BEARS HIM; NEVER RECEIVED THE COPIOUS ABLUTION, NOR THE MEDITATION OF SALT AND HONEY; NOR DID HE INITIATE A SHROUD WITH SWADDLING CLOTHES; NOR AFTERWARDS DID HE EVER WALLOW IN HIS OWN UNCLEANNESS, IN HIS MOTHER'S LAP; NIBBLING AT HER BREAST; LONG AN INFANT; GRADUALLY A BOY; BY SLOW DEGREES A MAN. BUT HE WAS REVEALED FROM HEAVEN, FULL-GROWN AT ONCE, AT ONCE COMPLETE; IMMEDIATELY CHRIST; SIMPLY SPIRIT, AND POWER, AND GOD. BUT AS WITHAL HE WAS NOT TRUE, BECAUSE NOT VISIBLE; THEREFORE, HE WAS NO OBJECT TO BE ASHAMED OF FROM THE CURSE OF THE CROSS, THE REAL ENDURANCE OF WHICH HE ESCAPED, BECAUSE WANTING IN BODILY SUBSTANCE. NEVER, THEREFORE, COULD HE HAVE SAID, "WHOSEVER SHALL BE ASHAMED OF ME." BUT AS FOR OUR CHRIST, HE COULD DO NO OTHERWISE THAN MAKE SUCH A DECLARATION; "MADE" BY THE FATHER "A LITTLE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS," "A WORM AND NO MAN, A REPROACH OF MEN, AND DESPISED OF THE PEOPLE;" SEEING THAT IT WAS HIS WILL THAT "WITH HIS STRIPES WE SHOULD BE HEALED," THAT BY HIS HUMILIATION OUR SALVATION SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED. AND JUSTLY DID HE HUMBLE HIMSELF FOR HIS OWN CREATURE MAN, FOR THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF HIMSELF, AND NOT OF ANOTHER, IN ORDER THAT MAN, SINCE HE HAD NOT FELT ASHAMED WHEN BOWING DOWN TO A STONE OR A STOCK, MIGHT WITH SIMILAR COURAGE GIVE SATISFACTION TO GOD FOR THE SHAMELESSNESS OF HIS IDOLATRY, BY DISPLAYING AN EQUAL DEGREE OF SHAMELESSNESS IN HIS FAITH, IN NOT BEING ASHAMED OF CHRIST. NOW, MARCION, WHICH OF THESE COURSES IS BETTER SUITED TO YOUR CHRIST, IN RESPECT OF A MERITORIOUS SHAME? PLAINLY, YOU OUGHT YOURSELF TO BLUSH WITH SHAME FOR HAVING GIVEN HIM A FICTITIOUS EXISTENCE. 
CHAP. XXII.--THE SAME CONCLUSION SUPPORTED BY THE TRANSFIGURATION. MARCION INCONSISTENT IN ASSOCIATING WITH CHRIST IN GLORY TWO SUCH EMINENT SERVANTS OF THE CREATOR AS MOSES AND ELIJAH. ST. PETER'S IGNORANCE ACCOUNTED FOR ON MONTANIST PRINCIPLE. 
YOU OUGHT TO BE VERY MUCH ASHAMED OF YOURSELF ON THIS ACCOUNT TOO, FOR PERMITTING HIM TO APPEAR ON THE RETIRED MOUNTAIN IN THE COMPANY OF MOSES AND ELIAS, WHOM HE HAD COME TO DESTROY. THIS, TO BE SURE, WAS WHAT HE WISHED TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS THE MEANING OF THAT VOICE FROM HEAVEN: "THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, HEAR HIM"--HIM, THAT IS, NOT MOSES OR ELIAS ANY LONGER. THE VOICE ALONE, THEREFORE, WAS ENOUGH, WITHOUT THE DISPLAY OF MOSES AND ELIAS; FOR, BY EXPRESSLY MENTIONING WHOM THEY WERE TO HEAR, HE MUST HAVE FORBIDDEN ALL OTHERS FROM BEING HEARD. OR ELSE, DID HE MEAN THAT ISAIAH AND JEREMIAH AND THE OTHERS WHOM HE DID NOT EXHIBIT WERE TO BE HEARD, SINCE HE PROHIBITED THOSE WHOM HE DID DISPLAY? NOW, EVEN IF THEIR PRESENCE WAS NECESSARY, THEY SURELY SHOULD NOT BE REPRESENTED AS CONVERSING TOGETHER, WHICH IS A SIGN OF FAMILIARITY; NOR AS ASSOCIATED IN GLORY WITH HIM, FOR THIS INDICATES RESPECT AND GRACIOUSNESS; BUT THEY SHOULD BE SHOWN IN SOME SLOUGH AS A SURE TOKEN OF THEIR RUIN, OR EVEN IN THAT DARKNESS OF THE CREATOR WHICH CHRIST WAS SENT TO DISPERSE, FAR REMOVED FROM THE GLORY OF HIM WHO WAS ABOUT TO SEVER THEIR WORDS AND WRITINGS FROM HIS GOSPEL. THIS, THEN, IS THE WAY HOW HE DEMONSTRATES THEM TO BE ALIENS, EVEN BY KEEPING THEM IN HIS OWN COMPANY! THIS IS HOW HE SHOWS THEY OUGHT TO BE RELINQUISHED: HE ASSOCIATES THEM WITH HIMSELF INSTEAD! THIS IS HOW HE DESTROYS THEM: HE IRRADIATES THEM WITH HIS GLORY! HOW WOULD THEIR OWN CHRIST ACT? I SUPPOSE HE WOULD HAVE IMITATED THE FROWARDNESS (OF HERESY), AND REVEALED THEM JUST AS MARCION'S CHRIST WAS BOUND TO DO, OR AT LEAST AS HAVING WITH HIM ANY OTHERS RATHER THAN HIS OWN PROPHETS! BUT WHAT COULD SO WELL BEFIT THE CREATOR'S CHRIST, AS TO MANIFEST HIM IN THE COMPANY OF HIS OWN FORE-ANNOUNCERS?--TO LET HIM BE SEEN WITH THOSE TO WHOM HE HAD APPEARED IN REVELATIONS?--TO LET HIM BE SPEAKING WITH THOSE WHO HAD SPOKEN OF HIM?--TO SHARE HIS GLORY WITH THOSE BY WHOM HE USED TO BE CALLED THE LORD OF GLORY; EVEN WITH THOSE CHIEF SERVANTS OF HIS, ONE OF WHOM WAS ONCE THE MOULDER OF HIS PEOPLE, THE OTHER AFTERWARDS THE REFORMER THEREOF; ONE THE INITIATOR OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, THE OTHER THE CONSUMMATOR OF THE NEW? WELL THEREFORE DOES PETER, WHEN RECOGNIZING THE COMPANIONS OF HIS CHRIST IN THEIR INDISSOLUBLE CONNECTION WITH HIM, SUGGEST AN EXPEDIENT: "IT IS GOOD FOR US TO BE HERE" (GOOD: THAT EVIDENTLY MEANS TO BE WHERE MOSES AND EIIAS ARE); "AND LET US MAKE THREE TABERNACLES, ONE FOR THEE, AND ONE FOR MOSES, AND ONE FOR ELIAS. BUT HE KNEW NOT WHAT HE SAID." HOW KNEW NOT? WAS HIS IGNORANCE THE RESULT OF SIMPLE ERROR? OR WAS IT ON THE PRINCIPLE WHICH WE MAINTAIN IN THE CAUSE OF THE NEW PROPHECY, THAT TO GRACE ECSTASY. OR RAPTURE IS INCIDENT. FOR WHEN A MAN IS RAPT IN THE SPIRIT, ESPECIALLY WHEN HE BEHOLDS THE GLORY OF GOD, OR WHEN GOD SPEAKS THROUGH HIM, HE NECESSARILY LOSES HIS SENSATION, BECAUSE HE IS OVERSHADOWED WITH THE POWER OF GOD, A POINT CONCERNING WHICH THERE IS A QUESTION BETWEEN US AND THE CARNALLY-MINDED. NOW, IT IS NO DIFFICULT MATTER TO PROVE THE RAPTURE OF PETER. FOR HOW COULD HE HAVE KNOWN MOSES AND ELIAS, EXCEPT (BY BEING) IN THE SPIRIT? PEOPLE COULD NOT HAVE HAD THEIR IMAGES, OR STATUES, OR LIKENESSES; FOR THAT THE LAW FORBADE. HOW, IF IT WERE NOT THAT HE HAD SEEN THEM IN THE SPIRIT? AND THEREFORE, BECAUSE IT WAS IN THE SPIRIT THAT HE HAD NOW SPOKEN, AND NOT IN HIS NATURAL SENSES, HE COULD NOT KNOW WHAT HE HAD SAID. BUT IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, HE WAS THUS IGNORANT, BECAUSE HE ERRONEOUSLY SUPPOSED THAT (JESUS) WAS THEIR CHRIST, IT IS THEN EVIDENT THAT PETER, WHEN PREVIOUSLY ASKED BY CHRIST, "WHOM THEY THOUGHT HIM TO BE," MEANT THE CREATOR'S CHRIST, WHEN HE ANSWERED, "THOU ART THE CHRIST;" BECAUSE IF HE HAD BEEN THEN AWARE THAT HE BELONGED TO THE RIVAL GOD, HE WOULD NOT HAVE MADE A MISTAKE HERE. BUT IF HE WAS IN ERROR HERE CAUSE OF HIS PREVIOUS ERRONEOUS OPINION, THEN YOU MAY BE SURE THAT UP TO THAT VERY DAY NO NEW DIVINITY HAD BEEN REVEALED BY CHRIST, AND THAT PETER HAD SO FAR MADE NO MISTAKE, BECAUSE HITHERTO CHRIST HAD REVEALED NOTHING OF THE KIND; AND THAT CHRIST ACCORDINGLY WAS NOT TO BE REGARDED AS BELONGING TO ANY OTHER THAN THE CREATOR, WHOSE ENTIRE DISPENSATION HE, IN FACT, HERE DESCRIBED. HE SELECTS FROM HIS DISCIPLES THREE WITNESSES OF THE IMPENDING VISION AND VOICE. AND THIS IS JUST THE WAY OF THE CREATOR. "IN THE MOUTH OF THREE WITNESSES," SAYS HE, "SHALL EVERY WORD BE ESTABLISHED." HE WITHDRAWS TO A MOUNTAIN. IN THE NATURE OF THE PLACE I SEE MUCH MEANING. FOR THE CREATOR HAD ORIGINALLY FORMED HIS ANCIENT PEOPLE ON A MOUNTAIN BOTH WITH VISIBLE GLORY AND HIS VOICE. IT WAS ONLY TIGHT THAT THE NEW TESTAMENT SHOULD BE ATTESTED ON SUCH AN ELEVATED SPOT AS THAT WHEREON THE OLD TESTAMENT HAD BEEN COMPOSED; UNDER A LIKE COVERING OF CLOUD ALSO, WHICH NOBODY WILL DOUBT, WAS CONDENSED OUT OF THE CREATOR'S AIR. UNLESS, INDEED, HE HAD BROUGHT DOWN HIS OWN CLOUDS THITHER, BECAUSE HE HAD HIMSELF FORCED HIS WAY THROUGH THE CREATOR'S HEAVEN; OR ELSE IT WAS ONLY A PRECARIOUS CLOUD, AS IT WERE, OF THE CREATOR WHICH HE USED. ON THE PRESENT (AS ALSO ON THE FORMER) OCCASION, THEREFORE, THE CLOUD WAS NOT SILENT; BUT THERE WAS THE ACCUSTOMED VOICE FROM HEAVEN, AND THE FATHER'S TESTIMONY TO THE SON; PRECISELY AS IN THE FIRST PSALM HE HAD SAID, "THOU ART MY SON, TODAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN THEE." BY THE MOUTH OF ISAIAH ALSO HE HAD ASKED CONCERNING HIM, "WHO IS THERE AMONG YOU THAT FEARETH GOD? LET HIM HEAR THE VOICE OF HIS SON." WHEN THEREFORE HE HERE PRESENTS HIM WITH THE WORDS, "THIS IS MY (BELOVED) SON," THIS CLAUSE IS OF COURSE UNDERSTOOD, "WHOM I HAVE PROMISED." FOR IF HE ONCE PROMISED, AND THEN AFTERWARDS SAYS, "THIS IS HE," IT IS SUITABLE CONDUCT FOR ONE WHO ACCOMPLISHES HIS PURPOSE THAT HE SHOULD UTTER HIS VOICE IN PROOF OF THE PROMISE WHICH HE HAD FORMERLY MADE; BUT UNSUITABLE IN ONE WHO IS AMENABLE TO THE RETORT, CAN YOU, INDEED, HAVE A RIGHT TO SAY, "THIS IS MY SON," CONCERNING WHOM YOU HAVE GIVEN US NO PREVIOUS INFORMATION, ANY MORE THAN YOU HAVE FAVORED US WITH A REVELATION ABOUT YOUR OWN PRIOR EXISTENCE? "HEAR YE HIM," THEREFORE, WHOM FROM THE BEGINNING (THE CREATOR) HAD DECLARED ENTITLED TO BE HEARD IN THE NAME OF A PROPHET, SINCE IT WAS AS A PROPHET THAT HE HAD TO BE REGARDED BY THE PEOPLE. "A PROPHET," SAYS MOSES, "SHALL THE LORD YOUR GOD RAISE UP UNTO YOU, OF YOUR SONS" (THAT IS, OF COURSE, AFTER A CARNAL DESCENT; "UNTO HIM SHALL YE HEARKEN, AS UNTO ME." "EVERY ONE WHO WILL NOT HEARKEN UNTO HIM, HIS SOUL SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM AMONGST HIS PEOPLE.", SO ALSO ISAIAH: "WHO IS THERE AMONG YOU THAT FEARETH GOD? LET HIM HEAR THE VOICE OF HIS SON." THIS VOICE THE FATHER WAS GOING HIMSELF TO RECOMMEND. FOR, SAYS HE, HE ESTABLISHES THE WORDS OF HIS SON, WHEN HE SAYS, "THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, HEAR YE HIM." THEREFORE, EVEN IF THERE BE MADE A TRANSFER OF THE OBEDIENT "HEATING" FROM MOSES AND ELIAS TO CHRIST, IT IS STILL NOT FROM ANOTHER GOD, OR TO ANOTHER CHRIST; BUT FROM" THE CREATOR TO HIS CHRIST, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE DEPARTURE OF THE OLD COVENANT AND THE SUPERVENING OF THE NEW. "NOT AN AMBASSADOR, NOR AN ANGEL, BUT HE HIMSELF," SAYS ISAIAH, "SHALL SAVE THEM;" FOR IT IS HE HIMSELF WHO IS NOW DECLARING AND FULFILLING THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. THE FATHER GAVE TO THE SON NEW DISCIPLES, AFTER THAT MOSES AND ELIAS HAD BEEN EXHIBITED ALONG WITH HIM IN THE HONOR OF HIS GLORY, AND HAD THEN BEEN DISMISSED AS HAVING FULLY DISCHARGED THEIR DUTY AND OFFICE, FOR THE EXPRESS PURPOSE OF AFFIRMING FOR MARCION'S INFORMATION THE FACT THAT MOSES AND ELIAS HAD A SHARE IN EVEN THE GLORY OF CHRIST. BUT WE HAVE THE ENTIRE STRUCTURE OF THIS SAME VISION IN HABAKKUK ALSO, WHERE THE SPIRIT IN THE PERSON OF SOME OF THE APOSTLES SAYS, "O LORD, I HAVE HEARD THY SPEECH, AND WAS AFRAID." WHAT SPEECH WAS THIS, OTHER THAN THE WORDS OF THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN, THIS, IS MY BELOVED SON, HEAR YE, HIM? "I CONSIDERED THY WORKS, AND WAS ASTONISHED." WHEN COULD THIS HAVE BETTER HAPPENED THAN WHEN PETER, ON SEEING HIS GLORY, KNEW NOT WHAT HE WAS SAYING? "IN THE MIDST OF THE TWO THOU SHALT BE KNOWN"--EVEN MOSES AND ELIAS. THESE LIKEWISE DID ZECHARIAH SEE UNDER THE FIGURE OF THE TWO OLIVE TREES AND OLIVE BRANCHES. FOR THESE ARE THEY OF WHOM HE SAYS, "THEY ARE THE TWO ANOINTED ONES, THAT STAND BY THE LORD OF THE WHOLE EARTH." AND AGAIN, HABAKKUK SAYS, "HIS GLORY COVERED THE HEAVENS" (THAT IS, WITH THAT CLOUD), "AND HIS SPLENDOR SHALL BE LIKE THE LIGHT--EVEN THE LIGHT, WHEREWITH HIS VERY RAIMENT GLISTENED." AND IF WE WOULD MAKE MENTION OF THE PROMISE TO MOSES, WE SHALL FIND IT ACCOMPLISHED HERE. FOR WHEN MOSES DESIRED TO SEE THE LORD, SAYING, "IF THEREFORE I HAVE FOUND GRACE IN THY SIGHT, MANIFEST THYSELF TO ME, THAT I MAY SEE THEE DISTINCTLY," THE SIGHT WHICH HE DESIRED TO HAVE WAS OF THAT CONDITION WHICH HE WAS TO ASSUME AS MAN, AND WHICH AS A PROPHET HE KNEW WAS TO OCCUR. RESPECTING THE FACE OF GOD, HOWEVER, HE HAD ALREADY HEARD, "NO MAN SHALL SEE ME, AND LIVE." "THIS THING," SAID HE, "WHICH THOU HAST SPOKEN, WILL I DO UNTO THEE." THEN MOSES SAID, "SHOW ME THY GLORY." AND THE LORD, WITH LIKE REFERENCE TO THE FUTURE, REPLIED, "I WILL PASS BEFORE THEE IN MY GLORY," ETC. THEN AT THE LAST HE SAYS, "AND THEN THOU SHALL SEE MY BACK." NOT LOINS, OR CALVES OF THE LEGS, DID HE WANT TO BEHOLD, BUT THE GLORY WHICH WAS TO BE REVEALED IN THE LATTER DAYS. HE HAD PROMISED THAT HE WOULD MAKE HIMSELF THUS FACE TO FACE VISIBLE TO HIM, WHEN HE SAID TO AARON, "IF THERE SHALL BE A PROPHET AMONG YOU, I WILL MAKE MYSELF KNOWN TO HIM BY VISION, AND BY VISION WILL I SPEAK WITH HIM; BUT NOT SO IS MY MANNER TO MOSES; WITH HIM WILL I SPEAK MOUTH TO MOUTH, EVEN APPARENTLY" (THAT IS TO SAY, IN THE FORM OF MAN WHICH HE WAS TO ASSUME), "AND NOT IN DARK SPEECHES." NOW, ALTHOUGH MARCION HAS DENIED THAT HE IS HERE REPRESENTED AS SPEAKING WITH THE LORD, BUT ONLY AS STANDING, YET, INASMUCH AS HE STOOD "MOUTH TO MOUTH," HE MUST ALSO HAVE STOOD "FACE TO FACE" WITH HIM, TO USE HIS WORDS, NOT FAR FROM HIM, IN HIS VERY GLORY--NOT TO SAY, IN HIS PRESENCE. AND WITH THIS GLORY HE WENT AWAY ENLIGHTENED FROM CHRIST, JUST AS HE USED TO DO FROM THE CREATOR; AS THEN TO DAZZLE THE EYES OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, SO NOW TO SMITE THOSE OF THE BLINDED MARCION, WHO HAS FAILED TO SEE HOW THIS ARGUMENT ALSO MAKES AGAINST HIM. 
CHAP. XXIII.--IMPOSSIBLE THAT MARCION'S CHRIST SHOULD REPROVE THE FAITHLESS GENERATION. SUCH LOVING CONSIDERATION FOR INFANTS AS THE TRUE CHRIST WAS APT TO SHEW, ALSO IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE OTHER. ON THE THREE DIFFERENT CHARACTERS CONFRONTED AND INSTRUCTED BY CHRIST SAMARIA. 
I TAKE ON MYSELF THE CHARACTER OF ISRAEL. LET MARCION'S CHRIST STAND FORTH, AND EXCLAIM, "O FAITHLESS GENERATION! HOW LONG SHALL I BE WITH YOU? HOW LONG SHALL I SUFFER YOU?" HE WILL IMMEDIATELY HAVE TO SUBMIT TO THIS REMONSTRANCE FROM ME: "WHOEVER YOU ARE, O STRANGER, FIRST TELL US WHO YOU ARE, FROM WHOM YOU COME, AND WHAT RIGHT YOU HAVE OVER US. THUS FAR, ALL YOU POSSESS BELONGS TO THE CREATOR. OF COURSE, IF YOU COME FROM HIM, AND ARE ACTING FOR HIM, WE WILL BEAR YOUR REPROOF. BUT IF YOU COME FROM SOME OTHER GOD, I SHOULD WISH YOU TO TELL US WHAT YOU HAVE EVER COMMITTED TO US BELONGING TO YOURSELF, WHICH IT WAS OUR DUTY TO BELIEVE, SEEING THAT YOU ARE UPBRAIDING US WITH 'FAITHLESSNESS,' WHO HAVE NEVER YET REVEALED TO US YOUR OWN SELF. HOW LONG AGO DID YOU BEGIN TO TREAT WITH US, THAT YOU SHOULD BE COMPLAINING OF THE DELAY? ON WHAT POINTS HAVE YOU BORNE WITH US, THAT YOU SHOULD ADDUCE YOUR PATIENCE? LIKE AESOP'S ASS, YOU ARE JUST COME FROM THE WELL, AND ARE FILLING EVERY PLACE WITH YOUR BRAYING." I ASSUME, BESIDES, THE PERSON OF THE DISCIPLE, AGAINST WHOM HE HAS INVEIGHED: "O PERVERSE NATION! HOW LONG SHALL I BE WITH YOU? HOW LONG SHALL I SUFFER YOU?" THIS OUTBURST OF HIS I MIGHT, OF COURSE, RETORT UPON HIM MOST JUSTLY IN SUCH WORDS AS THESE: "WHOEVER YOU ARE, O STRANGER, FIRST TELL US WHO YOU ARE, FROM WHOM YOU COME, WHAT RIGHT YOU HAVE OVER US. THUS FAR, I SUPPOSE, YOU BELONG TO THE CREATOR, AND SO WE HAVE FOLLOWED YOU, RECOGNIZING IN YOU ALL THINGS WHICH ARE HIS. NOW, IF YOU COME FROM HIM, WE WILL BEAR YOUR REPROOF. IF, HOWEVER, YOU ARE ACTING FOR ANOTHER, PRYTHEE TELL US WHAT YOU HAVE EVER CONFERRED UPON US THAT IS SIMPLY YOUR OWN, WHICH IT HAD BECOME OUR DUTY TO BELIEVE, SEEING THAT YOU REPROACH US WITH 'FAITHLESSNESS,' ALTHOUGH UP TO THIS MOMENT YOU SHOW US NO CREDENTIALS. HOW LONG SINCE DID YOU BEGIN TO PLEAD WITH US, THAT YOU ARE CHARGING US WITH DELAY? WHEREIN HAVE YOU BORNE WITH US, THAT YOU SHOULD EVEN BOAST OF YOUR PATIENCE? THE ASS HAS ONLY JUST ARRIVED FROM AESOP'S WELL, AND HE IS ALREADY BRAYING." NOW WHO WOULD NOT THUS HAVE REBUTTED THE UNFAIRNESS OF THE REBUKE, IF HE HAD SUPPOSED ITS AUTHOR TO BELONG TO HIM WHO HAD HAD NO RIGHT AS YET TO COMPLAIN? EXCEPT THAT NOT EVEN HE WOULD HAVE INVEIGHED AGAINST THEM, IF HE HAD NOT DWELT AMONG THEM OF OLD IN THE LAW AND BY THE PROPHETS, AND WITH MIGHTY DEEDS AND MANY MERCIES, AND HAD ALWAYS EXPERIENCED THEM TO BE "FAITHLESS." BUT, BEHOLD, CHRIST TAKES INFANTS, AND TEACHES HOW ALL OUGHT TO BE LIKE THEM, IF THEY EVER WISH TO BE GREATER. THE CREATOR, ON THE CONTRARY, LET LOOSE BEARS AGAINST CHILDREN, IN ORDER TO AVENGE HIS PROPHET ELISHA, WHO HAD BEEN MOCKED BY THEM. THIS ANTITHESIS IS IMPUDENT ENOUGH, SINCE IT THROWS TOGETHER THINGS SO DIFFERENT AS INFANTS AND CHILDREN, AN AGE STILL INNOCENT, AND ONE ALREADY CAPABLE OF DISCRETION ABLE TO MOCK, IF NOT TO BLASPHEME. AS THEREFORE GOD IS A JUST GOD, HE SPARED NOT IMPIOUS CHILDREN, EXACTING AS HE DOES HONOR FOR EVERY TIME OF LIFE, AND ESPECIALLY, OF COURSE, FROM YOUTH. AND AS GOD IS GOOD, HE SO LOVES INFANTS AS TO HAVE BLESSED THE MIDWIVES IN EGYPT, WHEN THEY PROTECTED THE INFANTS OF THE HEBREWS WHICH WERE IN PERIL FROM PHARAOH'S COMMAND. CHRIST THEREFORE SHARES THIS KINDNESS WITH THE CREATOR. AS INDEED FOR MARCION'S GOD, WHO IS AN ENEMY TO MARRIAGE, HOW CAN HE POSSIBLY SEEM TO BE A LOVER OF LITTLE CHILDREN, WHICH ARE SIMPLY THE ISSUE OF MARRIAGE? HE WHO HATES THE SEED MUST NEEDS ALSO DETEST THE FRUIT. YEA, HE OUGHT TO BE DEEMED MORE RUTHLESS THAN THE KING OF EGYPT. FOR WHEREAS PHARAOH FORBADE INFANTS TO BE BROUGHT UP, HE WILL NOT ALLOW THEM EVEN TO BE BORN, DEPRIVING THEM OF THEIR TEN MONTHS' EXISTENCE IN THE WOMB. AND HOW MUCH MORE CREDIBLE IT IS, THAT KINDNESS TO LITTLE CHILDREN SHOULD BE ATTRIBUTED TO HIM WHO BLESSED MATRIMONY FOR THE PROCREATION OF MANKIND, AND IN SUCH BENEDICTION INCLUDED ALSO THE PROMISE OF CONNUBIAL FRUIT ITSELF, THE FIRST OF WHICH IS THAT OF INFANCY! THE CREATOR, AT THE REQUEST OF ELIAS, INFLICTS THE BLOW OF FIRE FROM HEAVEN IN THE CASE OF THAT FALSE PROPHET (OF BEELZEBUB). I RECOGNIZE HEREIN THE SEVERITY OF THE JUDGE. AND I, ON THE CONTRARY, THE SEVERE REBUKE OF CHRIST ON HIS DISCIPLES, WHEN THEY WERE FOR INFLICTING A LIKE VISITATION ON THAT OBSCURE VILLAGE OF THE SAMARITANS. THE HERETIC, TOO, MAY DISCOVER THAT THIS GENTLENESS OF CHRIST WAS PROMISED BY THE SELFSAME SEVEREST JUDGE. "HE SHALL NOT CONTEND," SAYS HE, "NOR SHALL HIS VOICE BE HEARD IN THE STREET; A BRUISED REED SHALL HE NOT CRUSH, AND SMOKING FLAX SHALL HE NOT QUENCH." BEING OF SUCH A CHARACTER, HE WAS OF COURSE MUCH THE LESS DISPOSED TO BURN MEN. FOR EVEN AT THAT TIME THE LORD SAID TO ELIAS, "HE WAS NOT IN THE FIRE, BUT IN THE STILL SMALL VOICE." WELL, BUT WHY DOES THIS MOST HUMANE AND MERCIFUL GOD REJECT THE MAN WHO OFFERS HIMSELF TO HIM AS AN INSEPARABLE COMPANION? IF IT WERE FROM PRIDE OR FROM HYPOCRISY THAT HE HAD SAID, "I WILL FOLLOW THEE WHITHERSOEVER THOU GOEST,' THEN, BY JUDICIALLY REPROVING AN ACT OF EITHER PRIDE OR HYPOCRISY AS WORTHY OF REJECTION, HE PERFORMED THE OFFICE OF A JUDGE. AND, OF COURSE, HIM WHOM HE REJECTED HE CONDEMNED TO THE LOSS OF NOT FOLLOWING THE SAVIOR. FOR AS HE CALLS TO SALVATION HIM WHOM HE DOES NOT REJECT, OR HIM WHOM HE VOLUNTARILY INVITES, SO DOES HE CONSIGN TO PERDITION HIM WHOM HE REJECTS. WHEN, HOWEVER, HE ANSWERS THE MAN, WHO ALLEGED AS AN EXCUSE HIS FATHER'S BURIAL, "LET THE DEAD BURY THEIR DEAD, BUT GO THOU AND PREACH THE KINGDOM OF GOD," HE GAVE A CLEAR CONFIRMATION TO THOSE TWO LAWS OF THE CREATOR--THAT IN LEVITICUS, WHICH CONCERNS THE SACERDOTAL OFFICE, AND FORBIDS THE PRIESTS TO BE PRESENT AT THE FUNERALS EVEN OF THEIR PARENTS. "THE PRIEST," SAYS HE, "SHALL NOT ENTER WHERE THERE IS ANY DEAD PERSON; AND FOR HIS FATHER HE SHALL NOT BE DEFILED"; AS WELL AS THAT IN NUMBERS, WHICH RELATES TO THE (NAZARITE) VOW OF SEPARATION; FOR THERE HE WHO DEVOTES HIMSELF TO GOD, AMONG OTHER THINGS, IS BIDDEN "NOT TO COME AT ANY DEAD BODY," NOT EVEN OF HIS FATHER, OR HIS MOTHER, OR HIS BROTHER. NOW IT WAS, I SUPPOSE, FOR THE NAZARITE AND THE PRIESTLY OFFICE THAT HE INTENDED THIS MAN WHOM HE HAD BEEN INSPIRING TO PREACH THE KINGDOM OF GOD. OR ELSE, IF IT BE NOT SO, HE MUST BE PRONOUNCED IMPIOUS ENOUGH WHO, WITHOUT THE INTERVENTION OF ANY PRECEPT OF THE LAW, COMMANDED THAT BURIALS OF PARENTS SHOULD BE NEGLECTED BY THEIR SONS. WHEN, INDEED, IN THE THIRD CASE BEFORE US, (CHRIST) FORBIDS THE MAN "TO LOOK BACK" WHO WANTED FIRST "TO BID HIS FAMILY FAREWELL," HE ONLY FOLLOWS OUT THE RULE OF THE CREATOR. FOR THIS (RETROSPECTION) HE HAD BEEN AGAINST THEIR MAKING, WHOM HE HAD RESCUED OUT OF SODOM. 
CHAP. XXIV.--ON THE MISSION OF THE SEVENTY DISCIPLES, AND CHRIST'S CHARGE TO THEM. PRECEDENTS DRAWN FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT. ABSURDITY OF SUPPOSING THAT MARCION'S CHRIST COULD HAVE GIVEN THE POWER OF TREADING ON SERPENTS AND SCORPIONS. 
HE CHOSE ALSO SEVENTY OTHER MISSIONARIES BESIDES THE TWELVE. NOW WHY, IF THE TWELVE FOLLOWED THE NUMBER OF THE TWELVE FOUNTAINS OF ELIM, SHOULD NOT THE SEVENTY CORRESPOND TO THE LIKE NUMBER OF THE PALMS OF THAT PLACE? WHATEVER BE THE ANTITHESES OF THE COMPARISON, IT IS A DIVERSITY IN THE CAUSES, NOT IN THE POWERS, WHICH HAS MAINLY PRODUCED THEM. BUT IF ONE DOES NOT KEEP IN VIEW THE DIVERSITY OF THE CAUSES, HE IS VERY APT TO INFER A DIFFERENCE OF POWERS. WHEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WENT OUT OF EGYPT, THE CREATOR BROUGHT THEM FORTH LADEN WITH THEIR SPOILS OF GOLD AND SILVER VESSELS, AND WITH LOADS BESIDES OF RAIMENT AND UNLEAVENED DOUGH; WHEREAS CHRIST COMMANDED HIS DISCIPLES NOT TO CARRY EVEN A STAFF FOR THEIR JOURNEY. THE FORMER WAS THRUST FORTH INTO A DESERT, BUT THE LATTER WERE SENT INTO CITIES. CONSIDER THE DIFFERENCE PRESENTED IN THE OCCASIONS, AND YOU WILL UNDERSTAND HOW IT WAS ONE AND THE SAME POWER WHICH ARRANGED THE MISSION OF HIS PEOPLE ACCORDING TO THEIR POVERTY IN THE ONE CASE, AND THEIR PLENTY IN THE OTHER. HE CUT DOWN THEIR SUPPLIES WHEN THEY COULD BE REPLENISHED THROUGH THE CITIES, JUST AS HE HAD ACCUMULATED" THEM WHEN EXPOSED TO THE SCANTINESS OF THE DESERT. EVEN SHOES HE FORBADE THEM TO CARRY. FOR IT WAS HE UNDER WHOSE VERY PROTECTION THE PEOPLE WORE NOT OUT A SHOE, EVEN IN THE WILDERNESS FOR THE SPACE OF SO MANY YEARS. "NO ONE," SAYS HE, "SHALL YE SALUTE BY THE WAY." WHAT A DESTROYER OF THE PROPHETS, FORSOOTH, IS CHRIST, SEEING IT IS FROM THEM THAT HE RECEIVED HIS PRECEPT ALSO! WHEN ELISHA SENT ON HIS SERVANT GEHAZI BEFORE HIM TO RAISE THE SHUNAMMITE'S SON FROM DEATH, I RATHER THINK HE GAVE HIM THESE INSTRUCTIONS: "GIRD UP THY LOINS, AND TAKE MY STAFF IN THINE HAND, AND GO THY WAY: IF THOU MEET ANY MAN, SALUTE HIM NOT; AND IF ANY SALUTE THEE, ANSWER HIM NOT AGAIN." FOR WHAT IS A WAYSIDE BLESSING BUT A MUTUAL SALUTATION AS MEN MEET? SO ALSO, THE LORD COMMANDS: "INTO WHATSOEVER HOUSE THEY ENTER, LET THEM SAY, PEACE BE TO IT." HEREIN HE FOLLOWS THE VERY SAME EXAMPLE. FOR ELISHA ENJOINED UPON HIS SERVANT THE SAME SALUTATION WHEN HE MET THE SHUNAMMITE; HE WAS TO SAY TO HER: "PEACE TO THINE HUSBAND, PEACE TO THY CHILD." SUCH WILL BE RATHER OUR ANTITHESES; THEY COMPARE CHRIST WITH, INSTEAD OF SUNDERING HIM FROM, THE CREATOR. "THE LABORER IS WORTHY OF HIS HIRE." WHO COULD BETTER PRONOUNCE SUCH A SENTENCE THAN THE JUDGE? FOR TO DECIDE THAT THE WORKMAN DESERVES HIS WAGES, IS IN ITSELF A JUDICIAL ACT. THERE IS NO AWARD WHICH CONSISTS NOT IN PROCESS OF JUDGMENT. THE LAW OF THE CREATOR ON THIS POINT ALSO PRESENTS US WITH A CORROBORATION, FOR HE JUDGES THAT LABORING OXEN ARE AS LABORERS WORTHY OF THEIR HIRE: "THOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE," SAYS HE. "THE OX WHEN HE TREADETH OUT THE CORN." NOW, WHO SO GOOD TO MAN AS HE WHO IS ALSO MERCIFUL TO CATTLE? NOW, WHEN CHRIST PRONOUNCED LABORERS TO BE WORTHY OF THEIR HIRE, HE, IN FACT, EXONERATED FROM BLAME THAT PRECEPT OF THE CREATOR ABOUT DEPRIVING THE EGYPTIANS OF THEIR GOLD AND SILVER VESSELS. FOR THEY WHO HAD BUILT FOR THE EGYPTIANS THEIR HOUSES AND CITIES, WERE SURELY WORKMEN WORTHY OF THEIR HIRE, AND WERE NOT INSTRUCTED IN A FRAUDULENT ACT, BUT ONLY SET TO CLAIM COMPENSATION FOR THEIR HIRE, WHICH THEY WERE UNABLE IN ANY OTHER WAY TO EXACT FROM THEIR MASTERS. THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD WAS NEITHER NEW NOR UNHEARD OF, HE IN THIS WAY AFFIRMED, WHILST AT THE SAME TIME HE BIDS THEM ANNOUNCE THAT IT WAS NEAR AT HAND. NOW IT IS THAT WHICH WAS ONCE FAR OFF, WHICH CAN BE PROPERLY SAID TO HAVE BECOME NEAR. IF, HOWEVER, A THING HAD NEVER EXISTED PREVIOUS TO ITS, BECOMING NEAR, IT COULD NEVER HAVE BEEN SAID TO HAVE APPROACHED, BECAUSE IT HAD NEVER EXISTED AT A DISTANCE. EVERYTHING WHICH IS NEW AND UNKNOWN IS ALSO SUDDEN. EVERYTHING WHICH IS SUDDEN, THEN, FIRST RECEIVES THE ACCIDENT OF TIME WHEN IT IS ANNOUNCED, FOR IT THEN FIRST PUTS ON APPEARANCE OF FORM. BESIDES IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR A THING EITHER TO HAVE BEEN TARDY ALL THE WHILE IT REMAINED UNANNOUNCED, OR TO HAVE APPROACHED FROM THE TIME IT SHALL BEGIN TO BE ANNOUNCED. HE LIKEWISE ADDS, THAT THEY SHOULD SAY TO SUCH AS WOULD NOT RECEIVE THEM: "NOTWITHSTANDING BE YE SURE OF THIS, THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS COME NIGH UNTO YOU." IF HE DOES NOT ENJOIN THIS BY WAY OF A COMMINATION, THE INJUNCTION IS A MOST USELESS ONE. FOR WHAT MATTERED IT TO THEM THAT THE KINGDOM WAS AT HAND, UNLESS ITS APPROACH WAS ACCOMPANIED WITH JUDGMENT? EVEN FOR THE SALVATION OF SUCH AS RECEIVED THE ANNOUNCEMENT THEREOF. HOW, IF THERE CAN BE A THREAT WITHOUT ITS ACCOMPLISHMENT, CAN YOU HAVE IN A THREATENING GOD, ONE THAT EXECUTES ALSO, AND IN BOTH, ONE THAT IS A JUDICIAL BEING? SO, AGAIN, HE COMMANDS THAT THE DUST BE SHAKEN OFF AGAINST THEM, AS A TESTIMONY, THE VERY PARTICLES OF THEIR GROUND WHICH MIGHT CLEAVE TO THE SANDAL, NOT TO MENTION ANY OTHER SORT OF COMMUNICATION WITH THEM. BUT IF THEIR CHURLISHNESS AND INHOSPITALITY WERE TO RECEIVE NO VENGEANCE FROM HIM, FOR WHAT PURPOSE DOES HE PREMISE A TESTIMONY, WHICH SURELY FORBODES SOME THREATS? FURTHERMORE, WHEN THE CREATOR ALSO, IN THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY, FORBIDS THE RECEPTION OF THE AMMONITES AND THE MOABITES INTO THE CHURCH, BECAUSE, WHEN HIS PEOPLE CAME FROM EGYPT, THEY FRAUDULENTLY WITHHELD PROVISIONS FROM THEM WITH INHUMANITY AND INHOSPITALITY, IT WILL BE MANIFEST THAT THE PROHIBITION OF INTERCOURSE DESCENDED TO CHRIST FROM HIM. THE FORM OF IT WHICH HE USES--"HE THAT DESPISETH YOU, DESPISETH ME"--THE CREATOR HAD ALSO ADDRESSED TO MOSES: "NOT AGAINST THEE HAVE THEY MURMURED, BUT AGAINST ME." MOSES, INDEED, WAS AS MUCH AN APOSTLE AS THE APOSTLES WERE PROPHETS. THE AUTHORITY OF BOTH OFFICES WILL HAVE TO BE EQUALLY DIVIDED, AS IT PROCEEDS FROM ONE AND THE SAME LORD, (THE GOD) OF APOSTLES AND PROPHETS. WHO IS HE THAT SHALL BESTOW "THE POWER OF TREADING ON SERPENTS AND SCORPIONS?" SHALL IT BE HE WHO IS THE LORD OF ALL LIVING CREATURES OR HE WHO IS NOT GOD OVER A SINGLE LIZARD? HAPPILY THE CREATOR HAS PROMISED BY ISAIAH TO GIVE THIS POWER EVEN TO LITTLE CHILDREN, OF PUTTING THEIR HAND IN THE COCKATRICE DEN AND ON THE HOLE OF THE YOUNG ASPS WITHOUT AT ALL RECEIVING HURT. AND, INDEED, WE ARE AWARE (WITHOUT DOING VIOLENCE TO THE LITERAL SENSE OF THE PASSAGE, SINCE EVEN THESE NOXIOUS ANIMALS HAVE ACTUALLY BEEN UNABLE TO DO HURT WHERE THERE HAS BEEN FAITH) THAT UNDER THE FIGURE OF SCORPIONS AND SERPENTS ARE PORTENDED EVIL SPIRITS, WHOSE VERY PRINCE IS DESCRIBED BY THE NAME OF SERPENT, DRAGON, AND EVERY OTHER MOST CONSPICUOUS BEAST IN THE POWER OF THE CREATOR. THIS POWER THE CREATOR CONFERRED FIRST OF ALL UPON HIS CHRIST, EVEN AS THE NINETIETH PSALM SAYS TO HIM: "UPON THE ASP AND THE BASILISK SHALL THOU TREAD; THE LION AND THE DRAGON SHALL THOU TRAMPLE UNDER FOOT." SO ALSO ISAIAH: "IN THAT DAY THE LORD GOD SHALL DRAW HIS SACRED, GREAT, AND STRONG SWORD" (EVEN HIS CHRIST) "AGAINST THAT DRAGON, THAT GREAT AND TORTUOUS SERPENT; AND HE SHALL SLAY HIM IN THAT DAY." BUT WHEN THE SAME PROPHET SAYS, "THE WAY SHALL BE CALLED A CLEAN AND HOLY WAY; OVER IT THE UNCLEAN THING SHALL NOT PASS, NOR SHALL BE THERE ANY UNCLEAN WAY; BUT THE DISPERSED SHALL PASS OVER IT, AND THEY SHALL NOT ERR THEREIN; NO LION SHALL BE THERE, NOR ANY RAVENOUS BEAST SHALL GO UP THEREON; IT SHALL NOT BE FOUND THERE," HE POINTS OUT THE WAY OF FAITH, BY WHICH WE SHALL REACH TO GOD; AND THEN TO THIS WAY OF FAITH HE PROMISES THIS UTTER CRIPPLING AND SUBJUGATION OF ALL NOXIOUS ANIMALS. LASTLY, YOU MAY DISCOVER THE SUITABLE TIMES OF THE PROMISE, IF YOU READ WHAT PRECEDES THE PASSAGE: "BE STRONG, YE WEAK HANDS AND YE FEEBLE KNEES: THEN THE EYES OF THE BLIND SHALL BE OPENED, AND THE EARS OF THE DEAF SHALL HEAR; THEN SHALL THE LAME MAN LEAP AS AN HART, AND THE TONGUE OF THE DUMB SHALL BE ARTICULATE." WHEN, THEREFORE, HE PROCLAIMED THE BENEFITS OF HIS CURES, THEN ALSO DID HE PUT THE SCORPIONS AND THE SERPENTS UNDER THE FEET OF HIS SAINTS--EVEN HE WHO HAD FIRST RECEIVED THIS POWER FROM THE FATHER, IN ORDER TO BESTOW IT UPON OTHERS AND THEN MANIFESTED IT FORTH CONFORMABLY TO THE ORDER OF PROPHECY. 
CHAP. XXV.--CHRIST THANKS THE FATHER FOR REVEALING TO BABES WHAT HE HAD CONCEALED FROM THE WISE. THIS CONCEALMENT JUDICIOUSLY EFFECTED BY THE CREATOR. OTHER POINTS IN ST. LUKE'S CHAP. X. SHOWN TO BE ONLY POSSIBLE TO THE CREATOR'S CHRIST. 
WHO SHALL BE INVOKED AS THE LORD OF HEAVEN, THAT DOES NOT FIRST SHOW HIMSELF TO HAVE BEEN THE MAKER THEREOF? FOR HE SAYS, "I THANK THEE, (O FATHER,) AND OWN THEE, LORD OF HEAVEN, BECAUSE THOSE THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN HIDDEN FROM THE WISE AND PRUDENT, THOU, HAS REVEALED UNTO BABES." WHAT THINGS ARE THESE? AND WHOSE? AND BY WHOM HIDDEN? AND BY WHOM REVEALED? IF IT WAS BY MARCION'S GOD THAT THEY WERE HIDDEN AND REVEALED, IT WAS AN EXTREMELY INIQUITOUS PROCEEDING; FOR NOTHING AT ALL HAD HE EVER PRODUCED IN WHICH ANYTHING COULD HAVE BEEN HIDDEN--NO PROPHECIES, NO PARABLES, NO VISIONS, NO EVIDENCES OF THINGS, OR WORDS, OR NAMES, OBSCURED BY ALLEGORIES AND FIGURES, OR CLOUDY ENIGMAS, BUT HE HAD CONCEALED THE GREATNESS EVEN OF HIMSELF, WHICH HE WAS WITH ALL HIS MIGHT REVEALING BY HIS CHRIST. NOW IN WHAT RESPECT HAD THE WISE AND PRUDENT DONE WRONG, THAT GOD SHOULD BE HIDDEN FROM THEM, WHEN THEIR WISDOM AND PRUDENCE HAD BEEN INSUFFICIENT TO COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM? NO WAY HAD BEEN PROVIDED BY HIMSELF, BY ANY DECLARATION OF HIS WORKS, OR ANY VESTIGES WHEREBY THEY MIGHT BECOME WISE AND PRUDENT. HOWEVER, IF THEY HAD EVEN FAILED IN ANY DUTY TOWARDS A GOD WHOM THEY KNEW NOT, SUPPOSE HIM NOW AT LAST TO BE KNOWN STILL THEY OUGHT NOT TO HAVE FOUND A JEALOUS GOD IN HIM WHO IS INTRODUCED AS UNLIKE THE CREATOR. THEREFORE, SINCE HE HAD NEITHER PROVIDED ANY MATERIALS IN WHICH HE COULD HAVE HIDDEN ANYTHING, NOR HAD ANY OFFENDERS FROM WHOM HE COULD HAVE HIDDEN HIMSELF: SINCE, AGAIN, EVEN IF HE HAD HAD ANY, HE OUGHT NOT TO HAVE HIDDEN HIMSELF FROM THEM, HE WILL NOT NOW BE HIMSELF THE REVEALER, WHO WAS NOT PREVIOUSLY THE CONCEALER; SO NEITHER WILL ANY BE THE LORD OF HEAVEN NOR THE FATHER OF CHRIST BUT HE IN WHOM ALL THESE ATTRIBUTES CONSISTENTLY MEET. FOR HE CONCEALS BY HIS PREPARATORY APPARATUS OF PROPHETIC OBSCURITY, THE UNDERSTANDING OF WHICH IS OPEN TO FAITH (FOR "IF YE WILL NOT BELIEVE, YE SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND"; AND HE HAD OFFENDERS IN THOSE WISE AND PRUDENT ONES WHO WOULD NOT SEEK AFTER GOD, ALTHOUGH HE WAS TO BE DISCOVERED IN HIS SO MANY AND MIGHTY WORKS, OR WHO RASHLY PHILOSOPHIZED ABOUT HIM, AND THEREBY FURNISHED TO HERETICS THEIR ARTS; AND LASTLY, HE IS A JEALOUS GOD. ACCORDINGLY, THAT WHICH CHRIST THANKS GOD FOR DOING, HE LONG AGO ANNOUNCED BY ISAIAH: "I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRUDENT WILL I HIDE." SO, IN ANOTHER PASSAGE HE INTIMATES BOTH THAT HE HAS CONCEALED, AND THAT HE WILL ALSO REVEAL: "I WILL GIVE UNTO THEM TREASURES THAT HAVE BEEN HIDDEN, AND SECRET ONES WILL I DISCOVER TO THEM." AND AGAIN: "WHO ELSE SHALL SCATTER THE TOKENS OF VENTRILOQUISTS, AND THE DEVICES OF THOSE WHO DIVINE OUT OF THEIR OWN HEART; TURNING WISE MEN BACKWARD, AND MAKING THEIR COUNSELS FOOLISH?" NOW, IF HE HAS DESIGNATED HIS CHRIST AS AN ENLIGHTENER OF THE GENTILES, SAYING, "I HAVE SET THEE FOR A LIGHT OF THE GENTILES;" AND IF WE UNDERSTAND THESE TO BE MEANT IN THE WORD BABES--AS HAVING BEEN ONCE DWARFS IN KNOWLEDGE AND INFANTS IN PRUDENCE, AND EVEN NOW ALSO BABES IN THEIR LOWLINESS OF FAITH--WE SHALL OF COURSE MORE EASILY UNDERSTAND HOW HE WHO HAD ONCE HIDDEN "THESE THINGS," AND PROMISED A REVELATION OF THEM THROUGH CHRIST, WAS THE SAME GOD AS HE WHO HAD NOW REVEALED THEM UNTO BABES. ELSE, IF IT WAS MARCION'S GOD WHO REVEALED THE THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN FORMERLY HIDDEN BY THE CREATOR, IT FOLLOWS THAT HE DID THE CREATOR'S WORK BY SETTING FORTH HIS DEEDS. BUT HE DID IT, SAY YOU, FOR HIS DESTRUCTION, THAT HE MIGHT REFUTE THEM. THEREFORE, HE OUGHT TO HAVE REFUTED THEM TO THOSE FROM WHOM THE CREATOR HAD HIDDEN THEM, EVEN THE WISE AND PRUDENT. FOR IF HE HAD A KIND INTENTION IN WHAT HE DID, THE GIFT OF KNOWLEDGE WAS DUE TO THOSE FROM WHOM THE CREATOR HAD DETAINED IT, INSTEAD OF THE BABES, TO WHOM THE CREATOR HAD GRUDGED NO GIFT. BUT AFTER ALL, IT IS, I PRESUME, THE EDIFICATION RATHER THAN THE DEMOLITION OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS WHICH WE HAVE THUS FAR FOUND EFFECTED IN CHRIST. "ALL THINGS," HE SAYS, "ARE DELIVERED UNTO ME OF MY FATHER." YOU MAY BELIEVE HIM, IF HE IS THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR TO WHOM ALL THINGS BELONG; BECAUSE THE CREATOR HAS NOT DELIVERED TO A SON WHO IS LESS THAN HIMSELF ALL THINGS, WHICH HE CREATED BY HIM, THAT IS TO SAY, BY HIS WORD. IF, ON THE CONTRARY, HE IS THE NOTORIOUS STRANGER, WHAT ARE THE" ALL THINGS" WHICH HAVE BEEN DELIVERED TO HIM BY THE FATHER? ARE THEY THE CREATOR'S? THEN THE THINGS WHICH THE FATHER DELIVERED TO THE SON ARE GOOD. AND THE CREATOR IS THEREFORE GOOD, SINCE ALL HIS "THINGS" ARE GOOD; WHEREAS HE IS NO LONGER GOOD WHO HAS INVADED ANOTHER'S GOOD (DOMAINS) TO DELIVER IT TO HIS SON, THUS TEACHING ROBBERY OF ANOTHER'S GOODS. SURELY, HE MUST BE A MOST MENDACIOUS BEING, WHO HAD NO OTHER MEANS OF ENRICHING HIS SON THAN BY HELPING HIMSELF TO ANOTHER'S PROPERTY! OR ELSE, IF NOTHING OF THE CREATOR'S HAS BEEN DELIVERED TO HIM BY THE FATHER, BY WHAT RIGHT DOES HE CLAIM FOR HIMSELF (AUTHORITY OVER) MAN? OR AGAIN, IF MAN HAS BEEN DELIVERED TO HIM, AND MAN ALONE, THEN MAN IS NOT "ALL THINGS." BUT SCRIPTURE CLEARLY SAYS THAT A TRANSFER OF ALL THINGS HAS BEEN MADE TO THE SON. IF, HOWEVER, YOU SHOULD INTERPRET THIS "ALL" OF THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE, THAT IS, ALL NATIONS, THEN THE DELIVERY OF EVEN THESE TO THE SON IS WITHIN THE PURPOSE OF THE CREATOR: "I WILL GIVE THEE THE HEATHEN FOR THINE INHERITANCE, AND THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE EARTH FOR THY POSSESSION." IF, INDEED, HE HAS SOME THINGS OF HIS OWN, THE WHOLE OF WHICH HE MIGHT GIVE TO HIS SON, ALONG WITH THE MAN OF THE CREATOR, THEN SHOW SOME ONE THING OF THEM ALL, AS A SAMPLE, THAT I MAY BELIEVE; LEST I SHOULD HAVE AS MUCH REASON NOT TO BELIEVE THAT ALL THINGS BELONG TO HIM, OF WHOM I SEE NOTHING, AS I HAVE GROUND FOR BELIEVING THAT EVEN THE THINGS WHICH I SEE NOT ARE HIS, TO WHOM BELONGS THE UNIVERSE, WHICH I SEE. BUT "NO MAN KNOWETH WHO THE FATHER IS, BUT THE SON; AND WHO THE SON IS, BUT THE FATHER, AND HE TO WHOM THE SON WILL REVEAL HIM." AND SO, IT WAS AN UNKNOWN GOD THAT CHRIST PREACHED! AND OTHER HERETICS, TOO, PROP THEMSELVES UP BY THIS PASSAGE; ALLEGING IN OPPOSITION TO IT THAT THE CREATOR WAS KNOWN TO ALL, BOTH TO ISRAEL BY FAMILIAR INTERCOURSE, AND TO THE GENTILES BY NATURE. WELL, HOW IS IT HE HIMSELF TESTIFIES THAT HE WAS NOT KNOWN TO ISRAEL? "BUT ISRAEL CLOTH NOT KNOW ME, AND MY PEOPLE DOTH NOT CONSIDER ME;" NOR TO THE GENTILES: "FOR, BEHOLD," SAYS HE, "OF THE NATIONS I HAVE NO MAN." THEREFORE, HE RECKONED THEM "AS THE DROP OF A BUCKET," WHILE "SION HE LEFT AS A LOOK-OUT IN A VINEYARD." SEE, THEN, WHETHER THERE BE NOT HERE A CONFIRMATION OF THE PROPHET'S WORD, WHEN HE REBUKES THAT IGNORANCE OF MAN TOWARD GOD WHICH CONTINUED TO THE DAYS OF THE SON OF MAN. FOR IT WAS ON THIS ACCOUNT THAT HE INSERTED THE CLAUSE THAT THE FATHER IS KNOWN BY HIM TO WHOM THE SON HAS REVEALED HIM, BECAUSE IT WAS EVEN, HE WHO WAS ANNOUNCED AS SET BY THE FATHER TO BE A LIGHT TO THE GENTILES, WHO OF COURSE REQUIRED TO BE ENLIGHTENED CONCERNING GOD, AS WELL AS TO ISRAEL, EVEN BY IMPARTING TO IT A FULLER KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. ARGUMENTS, THEREFORE, WILL BE OF NO USE FOR BELIEF IN THE RIVAL GOD WHICH MAY BE SUITABLE FOR THE CREATOR, BECAUSE IT IS ONLY SUCH AS ARE UNFIT FOR THE CREATOR WHICH WILL BE ABLE TO ADVANCE BELIEF IN HIS RIVAL. IF YOU LOOK ALSO INTO THE NEXT WORDS, "BLESSED ARE THE EYES WHICH SEE THE THINGS WHICH YE SEE, FOR I TELL YOU THAT PROPHETS HAVE NOT SEEN THE THINGS WHICH YE SEE," YOU WILL FIND THAT THEY FOLLOW FROM THE SENSE ABOVE, THAT NO MAN INDEED HAD COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD AS HE OUGHT TO HAVE DONE, SINCE EVEN THE PROPHETS HAD NOT SEEN THE THINGS WHICH WERE BEING SEEN UNDER CHRIST. NOW IF HE HAD NOT BEEN MY CHRIST, HE WOULD NOT HAVE MADE ANY MENTION OF THE PROPHETS IN THIS PASSAGE. FOR WHAT WAS THERE TO WONDER AT, IF THEY HAD NOT SEEN THE THINGS OF A GOD WHO HAD BEEN UNKNOWN TO THEM, AND WAS ONLY REVEALED A LONG TIME AFTER THEM? WHAT BLESSEDNESS, HOWEVER, COULD THEIRS HAVE BEEN, WHO WERE THEN SEEING WHAT OTHERS WERE NATURALLY UNABLE TO SEE, SINCE IT WAS OF THINGS WHICH THEY HAD NEVER PREDICTED THAT THEY HAD NOT OBTAINED THE SIGHT; IF IT WERE NOT BECAUSE THEY MIGHT JUSTLY HAVE SEEN THE THINGS PERTAINING TO THEIR GOD, WHICH THEY HAD EVEN PREDICTED, BUT WHICH THEY AT THE SAME TIME HAD NOT SEEN? THIS, HOWEVER, WILL BE THE BLESSEDNESS OF OTHERS, EVEN OF SUCH AS WERE SEEING THE THINGS WHICH OTHERS HAD ONLY FORETOLD. WE SHALL BY AND BY SHOW, NAY, WE HAVE ALREADY SHOWN, THAT IN CHRIST THOSE THINGS WERE SEEN WHICH HAD BEEN FORETOLD, BUT YET HAD BEEN HIDDEN FROM THE VERY PROPHETS WHO FORETOLD THEM, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT BE HIDDEN ALSO FROM THE WISE AND THE PRUDENT. IN THE TRUE GOSPEL, A CERTAIN DOCTOR OF THE LAW COMES TO THE LORD AND ASKS, "WHAT SHALL I DO TO INHERIT LIFE?" IN THE HERETICAL GOSPEL LIFE ONLY IS MENTIONED, WITHOUT THE ATTRIBUTE ETERNAL; SO THAT THE LAWYER SEEMS TO HAVE CONSULTED CHRIST SIMPLY ABOUT THE LIFE WHICH THE CREATOR IN THE LAW PROMISES TO PROLONG, AND THE LORD TO HAVE THEREFORE ANSWERED HIM ACCORDING TO THE LAW, "THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART, AND WITH ALL THY SOUL, AND WITH ALL THY STRENGTH," SINCE THE QUESTION WAS CONCERNING THE CONDITIONS OF MERE LIFE. BUT THE LAWYER OF COURSE KNEW VERY WELL IN WHAT WAY THE LIFE WHICH THE LAW MEANT WAS TO BE OBTAINED, SO THAT HIS QUESTION COULD HAVE HAD NO RELATION TO THE LIFE WHOSE RULES HE WAS HIMSELF IN THE HABIT OF TEACHING. BUT SEEING THAT EVEN THE DEAD WERE NOW RAISED BY CHRIST, AND BEING HIMSELF EXCITED TO THE HOPE OF AN ETERNAL LIFE BY THESE EXAMPLES OF A RESTORED ONE, HE WOULD LOSE NO MORE TIME IN MERELY LOOKING ON (AT THE WONDERFUL THINGS WHICH HAD MADE HIM) SO HIGH IN HOPE. HE THEREFORE CONSULTED HIM ABOUT THE ATTAINMENT OF ETERNAL LIFE. ACCORDINGLY, THE LORD, BEING HIMSELF THE SAME, AND INTRODUCING NO NEW PRECEPT OTHER THAN THAT WHICH RELATES ABOVE ALL OTHERS TO (MAN'S) ENTIRE SALVATION, EVEN INCLUDING THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE LIFE, PLACES BEFORE HIM THE VERY ESSENCE OF THE LAW--THAT HE SHOULD IN EVERY POSSIBLE WAY LOVE THE LORD HIS GOD. IF, INDEED, IT, WERE ONLY ABOUT A LENGTHENED LIFE, SUCH AS IS AT THE CREATOR'S DISPOSAL, THAT HE INQUIRED AND CHRIST ANSWERED, AND NOT ABOUT THE ETERNAL LIFE, WHICH IS AT THE DISPOSAL OF MARCION'S GOD, HOW IS HE TO OBTAIN THE ETERNAL ONE? SURELY NOT IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE PROLONGED LIFE. FOR IN PROPORTION TO THE DIFFERENCE OF THE REWARD MUST BE SUPPOSED TO BE ALSO THE DIVERSITY OF THE SERVICES. THEREFORE, YOUR DISCIPLE, MARCION, WILL NOT OBTAIN HIS ETERNAL LIFE IN CONSEQUENCE OF LOVING YOUR GOD, IN THE SAME WAY AS THE MAN WHO LOVES THE CREATOR WILL SECURE THE LENGTHENED LIFE. BUT HOW HAPPENS IT THAT, IF HE IS TO BE LOVED WHO PROMISES THE PROLONGED I LIFE, HE IS NOT MUCH MORE TO BE LOVED WHO OFFERS THE ETERNAL LIFE? THEREFORE, BOTH ONE AND THE OTHER LIFE WILL BE AT THE DISPOSAL OF ONE AND THE SAME LORD; BECAUSE ONE AND THE SAME DISCIPLINE IS TO BE FOLLOWED FOR ONE AND THE OTHER LIFE. WHAT THE CREATOR TEACHES TO BE LOVED, THAT MUST HE NECESSARILY MAINTAIN ALSO BY CHRIST, FOR THAT RULE HOLDS GOOD HERE, WHICH PRESCRIBES THAT GREATER THINGS OUGHT TO BE BELIEVED OF HIM WHO HAS FIRST LESSER PROOFS TO SHOW, THAN OF HIM FOR WHOM NO PRECEDING SMALLER PRESUMPTIONS HAVE SECURED A CLAIM TO BE BELIEVED IN THINGS OF HIGHER IMPORT. IT MATTERS NOT THEN, WHETHER THE WORD ETERNAL HAS BEEN INTERPOLATED BY US. IT IS ENOUGH FOR ME, THAT THE CHRIST WHO INVITED MEN TO THE ETERNAL--NOT THE LENGTHENED--LIFE, WHEN CONSULTED ABOUT THE TEMPORAL LIFE WHICH HE WAS DESTROYING, DID NOT CHOOSE TO EXHORT THE MAN RATHER TO THAT ETERNAL LIFE WHICH HE WAS INTRODUCING. PRAY, WHAT WOULD THE CREATOR'S CHRIST HAVE DONE. IF HE WHO HAD MADE MAN FOR LOVING THE CREATOR DID NOT BELONG TO THE CREATOR? I SUPPOSE HE WOULD HAVE SAID THAT THE CREATOR WAS NOT TO BE LOVED! 
CHAP. XXVI.--FROM ST. LUKE'S ELEVENTH CHAPTER OTHER EVIDENCE THAT CHRIST COMES FROM THE CREATOR. THE LORD'S PRAYER AND OTHER WORDS OF CHRIST. THE DUMB SPIRIT AND CHRIST'S DISCOURSE ON OCCASION OF THE EXPULSION. THE EXCLAMATION OF THE WOMAN IN THE CROWD. 
WHEN IN A CERTAIN PLACE HE HAD BEEN PRAYING TO THAT FATHER ABOVE, LOOKING UP WITH INSOLENT AND AUDACIOUS EYES TO THE HEAVEN OF THE CREATOR, BY WHOM IN HIS ROUGH AND CRUEL NATURE HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN CRUSHED WITH HAIL AND LIGHTNING--JUST AS IT WAS BY HIM CONTRIVED THAT HE WAS (AFTERWARDS) ATTACHED TO A CROSS AT JERUSALEM--ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES CAME TO HIM AND SAID, "MASTER, TEACH US TO PRAY, AS JOHN ALSO TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES." THIS HE SAID, FORSOOTH, BECAUSE HE THOUGHT THAT DIFFERENT PRAYERS WERE REQUIRED FOR DIFFERENT GODS! NOW, HE WHO HAD ADVANCED SUCH A CONJECTURE AS THIS SHOULD FIRST SHOW THAT ANOTHER GOD HAD BEEN PROCLAIMED BY CHRIST. FOR NOBODY WOULD HAVE WANTED TO KNOW HOW TO PRAY, BEFORE HE HAD LEARNED WHOM HE WAS TO PRAY TO. IF, HOWEVER, HE HAD ALREADY LEARNED THIS, PROVE IT. IF YOU FIND NOWHERE ANY PROOF, LET ME TELL YOU THAT IT WAS TO THE CREATOR THAT HE ASKED FOR INSTRUCTION IN PRAYER, TO WHOM JOHN'S DISCIPLES ALSO USED TO PRAY. BUT, INASMUCH AS JOHN HAD INTRODUCED SOME NEW ORDER OF PRAYER, THIS DISCIPLE HAD NOT IMPROPERLY PRESUMED TO THINK THAT HE OUGHT ALSO TO ASK OF CHRIST WHETHER THEY TOO MUST NOT (ACCORDING TO SOME SPECIAL RULE OF THEIR MASTER) PRAY, NOT INDEED TO ANOTHER GOD, BUT IN ANOTHER MANNER. CHRIST ACCORDINGLY WOULD NOT HAVE TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLE PRAYER BEFORE HE HAD GIVEN HIM THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD HIMSELF. THEREFORE, WHAT HE ACTUALLY TAUGHT WAS PRAYER TO HIM WHOM THE DISCIPLE HAD ALREADY KNOWN. IN SHORT, YOU MAY DISCOVER IN THE IMPORT OF THE PRAYER WHAT GOD IS ADDRESSED THEREIN. TO WHOM CAN I SAY, "FATHER?" TO HIM WHO HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH MAKING ME, FROM WHOM I DO NOT DERIVE MY ORIGIN? OR TO HIM, WHO, BY MAKING AND FASHIONING ME, BECAME MY PARENT? OF WHOM CAN I ASK FOR HIS HOLY SPIRIT? OF HIM WHO GIVES NOT EVEN THE MUNDANE SPIRIT; OR OF HIM "WHO MAKETH HIS ANGELS SPIRITS," AND WHOSE SPIRIT IT WAS WHICH IN THE BEGINNING HOVERED UPON THE WATERS. WHOSE KINGDOM SHALL I WISH TO COME--HIS, OF WHOM I NEVER HEARD AS THE KING OF GLORY; OR HIS, IN WHOSE HAND ARE EVEN THE HEARTS OF KINGS? WHO SHALL GIVE ME MY DAILY BREAD? SHALL IT BE HE WHO PRODUCES FOR ME NOT A GRAIN OF MIILET-SEED; OR HE WHO EVEN FROM HEAVEN GAVE TO HIS PEOPLE DAY BY DAY THE BREAD OF ANGELS? WHO SHALL FORGIVE ME MY TRESPASSES? HE WHO, BY REFUSING TO JUDGE THEM, DOES NOT RETAIN THEM; OR HE WHO, UNLESS HE FORGIVES THEM, WILL RETAIN THEM, EVEN TO HIS JUDGMENT? WHO SHALL SUFFER US NOT TO BE LED INTO TEMPTATION? HE BEFORE WHOM THE TEMPTER WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO TREMBLE; OR HE WHO FROM THE BEGINNING HAS BEFOREHAND CONDEMNED THE ANGEL TEMPTER? IF ANY ONE, WITH SUCH A FORM, INVOKES ANOTHER GOD AND NOT THE CREATOR, HE DOES NOT PRAY; HE ONLY BLASPHEMES. IN LIKE MANNER, FROM WHOM MUST I ASK THAT I MAY RECEIVE? OF WHOM SEEK, THAT I MAY FIND? TO WHOM KNOCK, THAT IT MAY BE OPENED TO ME? WHO HAS TO GIVE TO HIM THAT ASKS, BUT HE TO WHOM ALL THINGS BELONG, AND WHOSE AM I ALSO THAT AM THE ASKER? WHAT, HOWEVER, HAVE I LOST BEFORE THAT OTHER GOD, THAT I SHOULD SEEK OF HIM AND FIND IT. IF IT BE WISDOM AND PRUDENCE, IT IS THE CREATOR WHO HAS HIDDEN THEM. SHALL I RESORT TO HIM, THEN, IN QUEST OF THEM? IF IT BE HEALTH AND LIFE, THEY ARE AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE CREATOR. NOR MUST ANYTHING BE SOUGHT AND FOUND ANYWHERE ELSE THAN THERE, WHERE IT IS KEPT IN SECRET THAT IT MAY COME TO LIGHT. SO, AGAIN, AT NO OTHER DOOR WILL I KNOCK THAN AT THAT OUT OF WHICH MY PRIVILEGE HAS REACHED ME. IN FINE, IF TO RECEIVE, AND TO FIND, AND TO BE ADMITTED, IS THE FRUIT OF LABOR AND EARNESTNESS TO HIM WHO HAS ASKED, AND SOUGHT, AND KNOCKED, UNDERSTAND THAT THESE DUTIES HAVE BEEN ENJOINED, AND RESULTS PROMISED, BY THE CREATOR. AS FOR THAT MOST EXCELLENT GOD OF YOURS, COMING AS HE PROFESSES GRATUITOUSLY TO HELP MAN, WHO WAS NOT HIS (CREATURE), HE COULD NOT HAVE IMPOSED UPON HIM ANY LABOR, OR (ENDOWED HIM WITH) ANY EARNESTNESS. FOR HE WOULD BY THIS TIME CEASE TO BE THE MOST EXCELLENT GOD, WERE HE NOT SPONTANEOUSLY TO GIVE TO EVERY ONE WHO DOES NOT ASK, AND PERMIT EVERY ONE WHO SEEKS NOT TO FIND, AND OPEN TO EVERY ONE WHO DOES NOT KNOCK. THE CREATOR, ON THE CONTRARY, WAS ABLE TO PROCLAIM THESE DUTIES AND REWARDS BY CHRIST, IN ORDER THAT MAN, WHO BY SINNING HAD OFFENDED HIS GOD, MIGHT TOIL ON (IN HIS PROBATION), AND BY HIS PERSEVERANCE IN ASKING MIGHT RECEIVE, AND IN SEEKING MIGHT FIND, AND IN KNOCKING MIGHT ENTER. ACCORDINGLY, THE PRECEDING SIMILITUDE REPRESENTS THE MAN WHO WENT AT NIGHT AND BEGGED FOR THE LOAVES, IN THE LIGHT OF A FRIEND AND NOT A STRANGER, AND MAKES HIM KNOCK AT A FRIEND'S HOUSE AND NOT AT A STRANGER'S, BUT EVEN IF HE HAS OFFENDED, MAN IS MORE OF A FRIEND WITH THE CREATOR THAN WITH THE GOD OF MARCION. AT HIS DOOR, THEREFORE, DOES HE KNOCK TO WHOM HE HAD THE RIGHT OF ACCESS; WHOSE GATE HE HAD FOUND; WHOM HE KNEW TO POSSESS BREAD; IN BED NOW WITH HIS CHILDREN, WHOM HE HAD WILLED TO BE BORN. EVEN THOUGH THE KNOCKING IS LATE IN THE DAY, IT IS YET THE CREATOR'S TIME. TO HIM BELONGS THE LATEST HOUR WHO OWNS AN ENTIRE AGE AND THE END THEREOF. AS FOR THE NEW GOD, HOWEVER, NO ONE COULD HAVE KNOCKED AT HIS DOOR LATE, FOR HE HAS HARDLY YET SEEN THE LIGHT OF MORNING. IT IS THE CREATOR, WHO ONCE SHUT THE DOOR TO THE GENTILES, WHICH WAS THEN KNOCKED AT BY THE JEWS, THAT BOTH RISES AND GIVES, IF NOT NOW TO MAN AS A FRIEND, YET NOT AS A STRANGER, BUT, AS HE SAYS, "BECAUSE OF HIS IMPORTUNITY." IMPORTANT, HOWEVER, THE RECENT GOD COULD NOT HAVE PERMITTED ANY ONE TO BE IN THE SHORT TIME (SINCE HIS APPEARANCE). HIM, THEREFORE, WHOM YOU CALL THE CREATOR RECOGNIZE ALSO AS "FATHER." IT IS EVEN HE WHO KNOWS WHAT HIS CHILDREN REQUIRE. FOR WHEN THEY ASKED FOR BREAD, HE GAVE THEM MANNA FROM HEAVEN; AND WHEN THEY WANTED FLESH, HE SENT THEM ABUNDANCE OF QUAILS--NOT A SERPENT FOR A FISH, NOR FOR AN EGG A SCORPION. IT WILL, HOWEVER, APPERTAIN TO HIM NOT TO GIVE EVIL INSTEAD OF GOOD, WHO HAS BOTH ONE AND THE OTHER IN HIS POWER. MARCION'S GOD, ON THE CONTRARY, NOT HAVING A SCORPION, WAS UNABLE TO REFUSE TO GIVE WHAT HE DID NOT POSSESS; ONLY HE (COULD DO SO), WHO, HAVING A SCORPION, YET GIVES IT NOT. IN LIKE MANNER, IT IS HE WHO WILL GIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT, AT WHOSE COMMAND IS ALSO THE UNHOLY SPIRIT. WHEN HE CAST OUT THE "DEMON WHICH WAS DUMB" (AND BY A CURE OF THIS SORT VERIFIED ISAIAH), AND HAVING BEEN CHARGED WITH CASTING OUT DEMONS BY BEELZEBUB, HE SAID, "IF I BY BEELZEBUB CAST OUT DEMONS, BY WHOM DO YOUR SONS CAST THEM OUT?" BY SUCH A QUESTION WHAT DOES HE OTHERWISE MEAN, THEN THAT HE EJECTS THE SPIRITS BY THE SAME POWER BY WHICH THEIR SONS ALSO DID--THAT IS, BY THE POWER OF THE CREATOR? FOR IF YOU SUPPOSE THE MEANING TO BE, "IF I BY BEELZEBUB, ETC., BY WHOM YOUR SONS?"--AS IF HE WOULD REPROACH THEM WITH HAVING THE POWER OF BEELZEBUB, YOU ARE MET AT ONCE BY THE PRECEDING SENTENCE, THAT "SATAN CANNOT BE DIVIDED AGAINST HIMSELF." SO THAT IT WAS NOT BY BEELZEBUB THAT EVEN THEY WERE CASTING OUT DEMONS, BUT (AS WE HAVE SAID) BY THE POWER OF THE CREATOR; AND THAT HE MIGHT MAKE THIS UNDERSTOOD, HE ADDS: "BUT IF I WITH THE FINGER OF GOD CAST OUT DEMONS, IS NOT THE KINGDOM OF GOD COME NEAR UNTO YOU?" FOR THE MAGICIANS WHO STOOD BEFORE PHARAOH AND RESISTED MOSES CALLED THE POWER OF THE CREATOR" THE FINGER OF GOD." IT WAS THE FINGER OF GOD, BECAUSE IT WAS A SIGN THAT EVEN A THING OF WEAKNESS WAS YET ABUNDANT IN STRENGTH. THIS CHRIST ALSO SHOWED, WHEN, RECALLING TO NOTICE (AND NOT OBLITERATING) THOSE ANCIENT WONDERS WHICH WERE REALLY HIS OWN, HE SAID THAT THE POWER OF GOD MUST BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE THE FINGER OF NONE OTHER, GOD THAN HIM, UNDER WHOM IT HAD RECEIVED THIS APPELLATION. HIS KINGDOM, THEREFORE, WAS COME NEAR TO THEM, WHOSE POWER WAS CALLED HIS "FINGER." WELL, THEREFORE, DID HE CONNECT" WITH THE PARABLE OF "THE STRONG MAN ARMED," WHOM "A STRONGER MAN STILL OVERCAME, THE PRINCE OF THE DEMONS, WHOM HE HAD ALREADY CALLED BEELZEBUB AND SATAN; SIGNIFYING THAT IT WAS HE WHO WAS OVERCOME BY THE FINGER OF GOD, AND NOT THAT THE CREATOR HAD BEEN SUBDUED BY ANOTHER GOD. BESIDES, HOW COULD HIS KINGDOM BE STILL STANDING, WITH ITS BOUNDARIES, AND LAWS, AND FUNCTIONS, WHOM, EVEN IF THE WHOLE WORLD WERE LEFT ENTIRE TO HIM, MARCION'S GOD COULD POSSIBLY SEEM TO HAVE OVERCOME AS "THE STRONGER THAN HE," IF IT WERE NOT IN CONSEQUENCE OF HIS LAW THAT EVEN MARCIONITES WERE CONSTANTLY DYING, BY RETURNING IN THEIR DISSOLUTION TO THE GROUND, AND WERE SO OFTEN ADMONISHED BY EVEN A SCORPION, THAT THE CREATOR HAD BY NO MEANS BEEN OVERCOME? "A (CERTAIN) MOTHER OF THE COMPANY EXCLAIMS, 'BLESSED IS THE WOMB THAT BARE THEE, AND THE PAP’S WHICH THOU HAST SUCKED;' BUT THE LORD SAID, 'YEA, RATHER, BLESSED ARE THEY THAT HEAR THE WORD OF GOD, AND KEEP IT.'" NOW HE HAD IN PRECISELY SIMILAR TERMS REJECTED HIS MOTHER OR HIS BRETHREN, WHILST PREFERRING THOSE WHO HEARD AND OBEYED GOD. HIS MOTHER, HOWEVER, WAS NOT HERE PRESENT WITH HIM. ON THAT FORMER OCCASION, THEREFORE, HE HAD NOT DENIED THAT HE WAS HER SON BY BIRTH. ON HEARING THIS (SALUTATION) THE SECOND TIME, HE THE SECOND TIME TRANSFERRED, AS HE HAD DONE BEFORE, THE "BLESSEDNESS" TO HIS DISCIPLES FROM THE WOMB AND THE PAP’S OF HIS MOTHER, FROM WHOM, HOWEVER, UNLESS HE HAD IN HER (A REAL MOTHER) HE COULD NOT HAVE TRANSFERRED IT. 
CHAP. XXVII.--CHRIST'S REPREHENSION OF THE PHARISEES SEEKING A SIGN. HIS CENSURE OF THEIR LOVE OF OUTWARD SHOW RATHER THAN INWARD HOLINESS.SCRIPTURE ABOUNDS WITH ADMONITIONS OF A SIMILAR PURPORT, PROOFS OF HIS MISSION FROM THE CREATOR. 
I PREFER ELSEWHERE REFUTING THE FAULTS WHICH THE MARCIONITES FIND IN THE CREATOR. IT IS HERE ENOUGH THAT THEY ARE ALSO FOUND IN CHRIST. BEHOLD HOW UNEQUAL, INCONSISTENT, AND CAPRICIOUS HE IS! TEACHING ONE THING AND DOING ANOTHER, HE ENJOINS "GIVING TO EVERY ONE THAT SEEKS;" AND YET HE HIMSELF REFUSES TO GIVE TO THOSE "WHO SEEK A SIGN." FOR A VAST AGE HE HIDES HIS OWN LIGHT FROM MEN, AND YET SAYS THAT A CANDLE MUST NOT BE HIDDEN, BUT AFFIRMS THAT IT OUGHT TO BE SET UPON A CANDLESTICK, THAT IT MAY GIVE LIGHT TO ALL. HE FORBIDS CURSING AGAIN, AND CURSING MUCH MORE OF COURSE; AND YET HE HEAPS HIS WOE UPON THE PHARISEES AND DOCTORS OF THE LAW. WHO SO CLOSELY RESEMBLES MY GOD AS: HIS OWN CHRIST? WE HAVE OFTEN ALREADY LAID IT DOWN FOR CERTAIN, THAT HE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN BRANDED AS THE DESTROYER OF THE LAW IF HE HAD PROMULGED ANOTHER GOD. THEREFORE, EVEN THE PHARISEE, WHO INVITED HIM TO DINNER IN THE PASSAGE BEFORE US, EXPRESSED SOME SURPRISE IN HIS PRESENCE THAT HE HAD NOT WASHED BEFORE HE SAT DOWN TO MEAT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW, SINCE IT WAS THE GOD OF THE LAW THAT HE WAS PROCLAIMING. JESUS ALSO INTERPRETED THE LAW TO HIM WHEN HE TOLD HIM THAT THEY "MADE CLEAN THE OUTSIDE OF THE CUP AND THE PLATTER, WHEREAS THEIR INWARD PART WAS FULL OF RAVENING AND WICKEDNESS." THIS HE SAID, TO SIGNIFY THAT BY THE CLEANSING OF VESSELS WAS TO BE UNDERSTOOD BEFORE GOD THE PURIFICATION OF MEN, INASMUCH AS IT WAS ABOUT A MAN, AND NOT ABOUT AN UNWASHED VESSEL, THAT EVEN THIS PHARISEE HAD BEEN TREATING IN HIS PRESENCE. HE THEREFORE SAID: "YOU WASH THE OUTSIDE OF THE CUP," THAT IS, THE FLESH, "BUT YOU DO NOT CLEANSE YOUR INSIDE PART," THAT IS, THE SOUL; ADDING: "DID NOT HE THAT MADE THE OUTSIDE," THAT IS, THE FLESH, "ALSO MAKE THE INWARD PART," THAT IS TO SAY, THE SOUL?--BY WHICH ASSERTION HE EXPRESSLY DECLARED THAT TO THE SAME GOD BELONGS THE CLEANSING OF A MAN'S EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL NATURE, BOTH ALIKE BEING IN THE POWER OF HIM WHO PREFERS MERCY NOT ONLY TO MAN'S WASHING, BUT EVEN TO SACRIFICE. FOR HE SUBJOINS THE COMMAND: "GIVE WHAT YE POSSESS AS ALMS, AND ALL THINGS SHALL BE CLEAN UNTO YOU." EVEN IF ANOTHER GOD COULD HAVE ENJOINED MERCY, HE COULD NOT HAVE DONE SO PREVIOUS TO HIS BECOMING KNOWN. FURTHERMORE, IT IS IN THIS PASSAGE EVIDENT THAT THEY WERE NOT REPROVED CONCERNING THEIR GOD, BUT CONCERNING A POINT OF HIS INSTRUCTION TO THEM, WHEN HE PRESCRIBED TO THEM FIGURATIVELY THE CLEANSING OF THEIR VESSELS, BUT REALLY THE WORKS OF MERCIFUL DISPOSITIONS. IN LIKE MANNER, HE UPBRAIDS THEM FOR TITHING PALTRY HERBS, BUT AT THE SAME TIME "PASSING OVER HOSPITALITY AND THE LOVE OF GOD. THE VOCATION AND THE LOVE OF WHAT GOD, BUT HIM BY WHOSE LAW OF TITHES THEY USED TO OFFER THEIR RUE AND MINT? FOR THE WHOLE POINT OF THE REBUKE LAY IN THIS, THAT THEY CARED ABOUT SMALL MATTERS IN HIS SERVICE OF COURSE, TO WHOM THEY FAILED TO EXHIBIT THEIR WEIGHTIER DUTIES WHEN HE COMMANDED THEM: "THOU SHALT LOVE WITH ALL THINE HEART, AND WITH ALL THY SOUL, AND WITH ALL THY STRENGTH, THE LORD THY GOD, WHO HATH CALLED THEE OUT OF EGYPT." BESIDES, TIME ENOUGH HAD NOT YET PASSED TO ADMIT OF CHRIST'S REQUIRING SO PREMATURE--NAY, AS YET SO DISTASTEFUL--A LOVE TOWARDS A NEW AND RECENT, NOT TO SAY A HARDLY I YET DEVELOPED, DEITY. WHEN, AGAIN, HE UPBRAIDS THOSE WHO CAUGHT AT THE UPPERMOST PLACES AND THE HONOR OF PUBLIC SALUTATIONS, HE ONLY FOLLOWS OUT THE CREATOR'S COURSE, WHO CALLS AMBITIOUS PERSONS OF THIS CHARACTER "RULERS OF SODOM" WHO FORBIDS US "TO PUT CONFIDENCE EVEN IN PRINCES," AND PRONOUNCES HIM TO BE ALTOGETHER WRETCHED WHO PLACES HIS CONFIDENCE IN MAN. BUT WHOEVER AIMS AT HIGH POSITION, BECAUSE HE WOULD GLORY IN THE OFFICIOUS ATTENTIONS OF OTHER PEOPLE, (IN EVERY SUCH CASE,) INASMUCH AS HE FORBADE SUCH ATTENTIONS (IN THE SHAPE) OF PLACING HOPE AND CONFIDENCE IN MAN, HE AT THE SAME TIME CENSURED ALL WHO WERE AMBITIOUS OF HIGH POSITIONS. HE ALSO INVEIGHS AGAINST THE DOCTORS OF THE LAW THEMSELVES, BECAUSE THEY WERE "LADING MEN WITH BURDENS GRIEVOUS TO BE BORNE, WHICH THEY DID NOT VENTURE TO TOUCH WITH EVEN A FINGER OF THEIR OWN;" BUT NOT AS IF HE MADE A MOCK OF THE BURDENS OF THE LAW WITH ANY FEELING OF DETESTATION TOWARDS IT. FOR HOW COULD HE HAVE FELT AVERSION TO THE LAW, WHO USED WITH SO MUCH EARNESTNESS TO UPBRAID THEM FOR PASSING OVER ITS WEIGHTIER MATTERS, ALMS--GIVING, HOSPITALITY, AND THE LOVE OF GOD? NOR, INDEED, WAS IT ONLY THESE GREAT THINGS (WHICH HE RECOGNIZED), BUT EVEN THE TITHES OF RUE AND THE CLEANSING OF CUPS. BUT, IN TRUTH, HE WOULD RATHER HAVE DEEMED THEM EXCUSABLE FOR BEING UNABLE TO CARRY BURDENS WHICH COULD NOT BE BORNE. WHAT, THEN, ARE THE BURDENS WHICH HE CENSURES? NONE BUT THOSE WHICH THEY WERE ACCUMULATING OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, WHEN THEY TAUGHT FOR COMMANDMENTS THE DOCTRINES OF MEN; FOR THE SAKE OF PRIVATE ADVANTAGE JOINING HOUSE TO HOUSE, SO AS TO DEPRIVE THEIR NEIGHBOR OF HIS OWN; CAJOLING THE PEOPLE, LOVING GIFTS, PURSUING REWARDS, ROBBING THE POOR OF THE RIGHTS OF JUDGMENT, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE THE WIDOW FOR A PREY AND THE FATHERLESS FOR A SPOIL. OF THESE ISAIAH ALSO SAYS, "WOE UNTO THEM THAT ARE STRONG IN JERUSALEM!" AND AGAIN, "THEY THAT DEMAND YOU SHALL RULE OVER YOU." AND WHO DID THIS MORE THAN THE LAWYERS? NOW, IF THESE OFFENDED CHRIST, IT WAS AS BELONGING TO HIM THAT THEY OFFENDED HIM. HE WOULD HAVE AIMED NO BLOW AT THE TEACHERS OF AN ALIEN LAW. BUT WHY IS A "WOE" PRONOUNCED AGAINST THEM FOR "BUILDING THE SEPULCHERS OF THE PROPHETS WHOM THEIR FATHERS HAD KILLED?" THEY RATHER DESERVED PRAISE, BECAUSE BY SUCH AN ACT OF PIETY THEY SEEMED TO SHOW THAT THEY DID NOT ALLOW THE DEEDS OF THEIR FATHERS. WAS IT NOT BECAUSE (CHRIST) WAS JEALOUS OF SUCH A DISPOSITION AS THE MARCIONITES DENOUNCE, VISITING THE SINS OF THE FATHERS UPON THE CHILDREN UNTO THE FOURTH GENERATION? WHAT "KEY," INDEED, WAS IT WHICH THESE LAWYERS HAD, BUT THE INTERPRETATION OF THE LAW? INTO THE PERCEPTION OF THIS THEY NEITHER ENTERED THEMSELVES, EVEN BECAUSE THEY DID NOT BELIEVE (FOR "UNLESS YE BELIEVE, YE SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND"); NOR DID THEY PERMIT OTHERS TO ENTER, BECAUSE THEY PREFERRED TO TEACH THEM FOR COMMANDMENTS EVEN THE DOCTRINES OF MEN. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE REPROACHED THOSE WHO DID NOT THEMSELVES ENTER IN, AND ALSO SHUT THE DOOR AGAINST OTHERS, MUST HE BE REGARDED AS A DISPARAGER OF THE LAW, OR AS A SUPPORTER OF IT? IF A DISPARAGER, THOSE WHO WERE HINDERING THE LAW OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN PLEASED; IF A SUPPORTER, HE IS NO LONGER AN ENEMY OF THE LAW. BUT ALL THESE IMPRECATIONS HE UTTERED IN ORDER TO TARNISH THE CREATOR AS A CRUEL BEING, AGAINST WHOM SUCH AS OFFENDED WERE DESTINED TO HAVE A "WOE." AND WHO WOULD NOT RATHER HAVE FEARED TO PROVOKE A CRUEL BEING, BY WITHDRAWING ALLEGIANCE FROM HIM? THEREFORE, THE MORE HE REPRESENTED THE CREATOR TO BE AN OBJECT OF FEAR, THE MORE EARNESTLY WOULD HE TEACH THAT HE OUGHT TO BE SERVED. THUS, WOULD IT BEHOOVE THE CREATOR'S CHRIST TO ACT. 
CHAP. XXVIII.--EXAMPLES FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT, BALAAM, MOSES, AND HEZEKIAH, TO SHOW HOW COMPLETELY THE INSTRUCTION AND CONDUCT OF CHRIST ARE IN KEEPING WITH THE WILL AND PURPOSE OF THE CREATOR. 
JUSTLY, THEREFORE, WAS THE HYPOCRISY OF THE PHARISEES DISPLEASING TO HIM, LOVING GOD AS THEY DID WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT NOT WITH THEIR HEART. "BEWARE," HE SAYS TO THE DISCIPLES, "OF THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES, WHICH IS HYPOCRISY," NOT THE PROCLAMATION OF THE CREATOR. THE SON HATES THOSE WHO REFUSED OBEDIENCE TO THE FATHER; NOR DOES HE WISH HIS DISCIPLES TO SHOW SUCH A DISPOSITION TOWARDS HIM--NOT (LET IT BE OBSERVED) TOWARDS ANOTHER GOD, AGAINST WHOM SUCH HYPOCRISY INDEED MIGHT HAVE BEEN ADMISSIBLE, AS THAT WHICH HE WISHED TO GUARD HIS DISCIPLES AGAINST. IT IS THE EXAMPLE OF THE PHARISEES WHICH HE FORBIDS. IT WAS IN RESPECT OF HIM AGAINST WHOM THE PHARISEES WERE SINNING THAT (CHRIST) NOW FORBADE HIS DISCIPLES TO OFFEND. SINCE, THEN, HE HAD CENSURED THEIR HYPOCRISY, WHICH COVERED THE SECRETS OF THE HEART, AND OBSCURED WITH SUPERFICIAL OFFICES THE MYSTERIES OF UNBELIEF, BECAUSE (WHILE HOLDING THE KEY OF KNOWLEDGE) IT WOULD NEITHER ENTER IN ITSELF, NOR PERMIT OTHERS TO ENTER IN, HE THEREFORE ADDS, "THERE IS NOTHING COVERED THAT SHALL NOT BE REVEALED; NEITHER HID, WHICH SHALL NOT BE KNOWN," IN ORDER THAT NO ONE SHOULD SUPPOSE THAT HE WAS ATTEMPTING THE REVELATION AND THE RECOGNITION OF AN HITHERTO UNKNOWN AND HIDDEN GOD. WHEN HE REMARKS ALSO ON THEIR MURMURS AND TAUNTS, IN SAYING OF HIM, "THIS MAN CASTETH OUT DEVILS ONLY THROUGH BEELZEBUB," HE MEANS THAT ALL THESE IMPUTATIONS WOULD COME FORTH TO THE LIGHT OF DAY, AND BE IN THE MOUTHS OF MEN IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE PROMULGATION OF THE GOSPEL. HE THEN TURNS TO HIS DISCIPLES WITH THESE WORDS, "I SAY UNTO YOU, MY FRIENDS, BE NOT AFRAID OF THEM WHICH CAN ONLY KILL THE BODY, AND AFTER THAT HAVE NO MORE POWER OVER YOU." THEY WILL, HOWEVER, FIND ISAIAH HAD ALREADY SAID, "SEE HOW THE JUST MAN IS TAKEN AWAY, AND NO MAN LAYETH IT TO HEART." "BUT I WILL SHOW YOU WHOM YE SHALL FEAR: FEAR HIM WHO, AFTER HE HATH KILLED, HATH POWER TO CAST INTO HELL" (MEANING, OF COURSE, THE CREATOR); "YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, FEAR HIM." NOW, IT WOULD HERE BE ENOUGH FOR MY PURPOSE THAT HE FORBIDS OFFENCE BEING GIVEN TO HIM WHOM HE ORDERS TO BE FEARED; AND THAT HE ORDERS HIM TO BE RESPECTED WHOM HE FORBIDS TO BE OFFENDED; AND THAT HE WHO GIVES THESE COMMANDS BELONGS TO THAT VERY GOD FOR WHOM HE PROCURES THIS FEAR, THIS ABSENCE OF OFFENCE, AND THIS RESPECT. BUT THIS CONCLUSION I CAN DRAW ALSO FROM THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "FOR I SAY UNTO YOU, WHOSOEVER SHALL CONFESS ME BEFORE MEN, HIM WILL I ALSO CONFESS BEFORE GOD." NOW THEY WHO SHALL CONFESS CHRIST WILL HAVE TO BE SLAIN BEFORE MEN, BUT THEY WILL HAVE NOTHING MORE TO SUFFER AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN PUT TO DEATH BY THEM. THESE THEREFORE WILL BE THEY WHOM HE FOREWARNS ABOVE NOT TO BE AFRAID OF BEING ONLY KILLED; AND THIS FOREWARNING HE OFFERS, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT SUBJOIN A CLAUSE ON THE NECESSITY OF CONFESSING HIM: "EVERY ONE THAT DENIETH ME BEFORE MEN SHALL BE DENIED BEFORE GOD"--BY HIM, OF COURSE, WHO WOULD HAVE CONFESSED HIM, IF HE HAD ONLY CONFESSED GOD. NOW, HE WHO WILL CONFESS THE CONFESSOR IS THE VERY SAME GOD WHO WILL ALSO DENY THE DENIER OF HIMSELF. AGAIN, IF IT IS THE CONFESSOR WHO WILL HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR AFTER HIS VIOLENT DEATH, IT IS THE DENIER TO WHOM EVERYTHING WILL BECOME FEARFUL AFTER HIS NATURAL DEATH. SINCE, THEREFORE, THAT WHICH WILL HAVE TO BE FEARED AFTER DEATH, EVEN THE PUNISHMENT OF HELL, BELONGS TO THE CREATOR, THE DENIER, TOO, BELONGS TO THE CREATOR. AS WITH THE DENIER, HOWEVER, SO WITH THE CONFESSOR: IF HE SHOULD DENY GOD, HE WILL PLAINLY HAVE TO SUFFER FROM GOD, ALTHOUGH FROM MEN HE HAD NOTHING MORE TO SUFFER AFTER THEY HAD PUT HIM TO DEATH. AND SO, CHRIST IS THE CREATOR'S, BECAUSE HE SHOWS THAT ALL THOSE WHO DENY HIM OUGHT TO FEAR THE CREATOR'S HELL. AFTER DETERRING DISCIPLES FROM DENIAL OF HIMSELF, HE ADDS AN ADMONITION TO FEAR BLASPHEMY: "WHOSOEVER SHALL SPEAK AGAINST THE SON OF MAN, IT SHALL BE FORGIVEN HIM; BUT WHOSOEVER SHALL SPEAK AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST, IT SHALL NOT BE FORGIVEN HIM." NOW, IF BOTH THE REMISSION AND THE RETENTION OF SIN SAVOR OF A JUDICIAL GOD, THE HOLY GHOST, WHO IS NOT TO BE BLASPHEMED, WILL BELONG TO HIM, WHO WILL NOT FORGIVE THE, BLASPHEMY; JUST AS HE WHO, IN THE PRECEDING PASSAGE, WAS NOT TO BE DENIED, BELONGED TO, HIM WHO WOULD, AFTER HE HAD KILLED, ALSO CAST INTO HELL. NOW, SINCE IT IS CHRIST WHO AVERTS BLASPHEMY FROM THE CREATOR, I AM AT A LOSS TO KNOW IN WHAT MANNER HIS ADVERSARY. COULD HAVE COME. ELSE, IF BY THESE SAYINGS HE THROWS A BLACK CLOUD OF CENSURE OVER THE SEVERITY OF HIM WHO WILL NOT FORGIVE BLASPHEMY AND WILL KILL EVEN TO HELL, IT FOLLOWS THAT THE VERY SPIRIT OF THAT RIVAL GOD MAY BE BLASPHEMED WITH IMPUNITY, AND HIS CHRIST DENIED; AND THAT THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE, IN FACT, BETWEEN WORSHIPPING AND DESPISING HIM; BUT THAT, AS THERE IS NO PUNISHMENT FOR THE CONTEMPT, SO THERE IS NO REWARD FOR THE WORSHIP, WHICH MEN NEED EXPECT. WHEN "BROUGHT BEFORE MAGISTRATES," AND EXAMINED, HE FORBIDS THEM "TO TAKE THOUGHT HOW THEY SHALL ANSWER;" "FOR," SAYS HE, "THE HOLY GHOST SHALL TEACH YOU IN THAT VERY HOUR WHAT YE OUGHT TO SAY." IF SUCH AN INJUNCTION AS THIS COMES FROM THE CREATOR, THE PRECEPT WILL ONLY BE HIS BY WHOM AN EXAMPLE WAS PREVIOUSLY GIVEN. THE PROPHET BALAAM, IN NUMBERS, WHEN SENT FORTH BY KING BALAK TO CURSE ISRAEL, WITH WHOM HE WAS COMMENCING WAR, WAS AT THE SAME MOMENT FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT. INSTEAD OF THE CURSE WHICH HE WAS COME TO PRONOUNCE, HE UTTERED THE BLESSING WHICH THE SPIRIT AT THAT VERY HOUR INSPIRED HIM WITH; HAVING PREVIOUSLY DECLARED TO THE KING'S MESSENGERS, AND THEN TO THE KING HIMSELF, THAT HE COULD ONLY SPEAK FORTH THAT WHICH GOD SHOULD PUT INTO HIS MOUTH. THE NOVEL DOCTRINES OF THE NEW CHRIST ARE SUCH AS THE CREATOR'S SERVANTS INITIATED LONG BEFORE! BUT SEE HOW CLEAR A DIFFERENCE THERE IS BETWEEN THE EXAMPLE OF MOSES AND OF CHRIST. MOSES VOLUNTARILY INTERFERES WITH BROTHERS WHO WERE QUARRELLING, AND CHIDES THE OFFENDER: "WHEREFORE SMITEST THOU THY FELLOW?" HE IS, HOWEVER, REJECTED BY HIM: "WHO MADE THEE A PRINCE OR A JUDGE OVER US?" CHRIST, ON THE CONTRARY, WHEN REQUESTED BY A CERTAIN MAN TO COMPOSE A STRIFE BETWEEN HIM AND HIS BROTHER ABOUT DIVIDING AN INHERITANCE, REFUSED HIS ASSISTANCE, ALTHOUGH IN SO HONEST A CAUSE. WELL, THEN, MY MOSES IS BETTER THAN YOUR CHRIST, AIMING AS HE DID AT THE PEACE OF BRETHREN, AND OBVIATING THEIR WRONG. BUT OF COURSE, THE CASE MUST BE DIFFERENT WITH CHRIST, FOR HE IS THE CHRIST OF THE SIMPLY GOOD AND NON-JUDICIAL GOD. "WHO," SAYS HE, "MADE ME A JUDGE OVER YOU?" NO OTHER WORD OF EXCUSE WAS HE ABLE TO FIND, WITHOUT USING THAT WITH WHICH THE WICKED, MAN AND IMPIOUS BROTHER HAD REJECTED THE DEFENDER OF PROBITY AND PIETY! IN SHORT, HE APPROVED OF THE EXCUSE, ALTHOUGH A BAD ONE, BY HIS USE OF IT; AND OF THE ACT, ALTHOUGH A BAD ONE, BY HIS REFUSAL TO MAKE PEACE BETWEEN BROTHERS. OR RATHER, WOULD HE NOT SHOW HIS RESENTMENT AT THE REJECTION OF MOSES WITH SUCH A WORD? AND THEREFORE, DID HE NOT WISH IN A SIMILAR CASE OF CONTENTIOUS BROTHERS, TO CONFOUND THEM WITH THE RECOLLECTION OF SO HARSH A WORD? CLEARLY SO. FOR HE HAD HIMSELF BEEN PRESENT IN MOSES, WHO HEARD SUCH A REJECTION--EVEN HE, THE SPIRIT OF THE CREATOR. I THINK THAT WE HAVE ALREADY, IN ANOTHER PASSAGE, SUFFICIENTLY SHOWN THAT THE GLORY OF RICHES IS CONDEMNED BY OUR GOD, "WHO PUTTETH DOWN THE MIGHTY FROM THEIR THRONE, AND EXALTS THE POOR FROM THE DUNGHILL." FROM HIM, THEREFORE, WILL PROCEED THE PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN, WHO FLATTERED HIMSELF ABOUT THE INCREASE OF HIS FIELDS, AND TO WHOM GOD SAID: "THOU FOOL, THIS NIGHT SHALL THEY REQUIRE THY SOUL OF THEE; THEN WHOSE, SHALL THOSE THINGS BE WHICH THOU HAST PROVIDED?" IT WAS JUST IN THE LIKE MANNER THAT THE KING HEZEKIAH HEARD FROM ISAIAH THE SAD DOOM OF HIS KINGDOM, WHEN HE GLORIED, BEFORE THE ENVOYS OF BABYLON, IN HIS TREASURES AND THE DEPOSITS OF HIS PRECIOUS THINGS. 
CHAP. XXIX.--PARALLELS FROM THE PROPHETS TO ILLUSTRATE CHRIST'S TEACHING IN THE REST OF THIS CHAPTER OF ST. LUKE. THE STERNER ATTRIBUTES OF CHRIST, IN HIS JUDICIAL CAPACITY, SHOW HIM TO HAVE COME FROM THE CREATOR. INCIDENTAL REBUKES OF MARCION'S DOCTRINE OF CELIBACY, AND OF HIS ALTERING OF THE TEXT OF THE GOSPEL. 
WHO WOULD BE UNWILLING THAT WE SHOULD DISTRESS OURSELVES ABOUT SUSTENANCE FOR OUR LIFE, OR CLOTHING FOR OUR BODY, BUT HE WHO HAS PROVIDED THESE THINGS ALREADY FOR MAN; AND WHO, THEREFORE, WHILE DISTRIBUTING THEM TO US, PROHIBITS ALL ANXIETY RESPECTING THEM AS AN OUTRAGE AGAINST HIS LIBERALITY?--WHO HAS ADAPTED THE NATURE OF "LIFE" ITSELF TO A CONDITION "BETTER THAN MEAT," AND HAS FASHIONED THE MATERIAL OF "THE BODY," SO AS TO MAKE IT "MORE THAN RAIMENT;" WHOSE "RAVENS, TOO, NEITHER SOW NOR REAP, NOR GATHER INTO STOREHOUSES, AND ARE YET FED" BY HIMSELF; WHOSE "LILIES AND GRASS ALSO TOIL NOT, NOR SPIN, AND YET ARE CLOTHED" BY HIM; WHOSE "SOLOMON, MOREOVER, WAS TRANSCENDENT IN GLORY, AND YET WAS NOT ARRAYED LIKE" THE HUMBLE FLOWER. BESIDES, NOTHING CAN BE MORE ABRUPT THAN THAT ONE GOD SHOULD BE DISTRIBUTING HIS BOUNTY, WHILE THE OTHER SHOULD BID US TAKE NO THOUGHT ABOUT (SO KINDLY A) DISTRIBUTION--AND THAT, TOO, WITH THE INTENTION OF DEROGATING (FROM HIS LIBERALITY). WHETHER, INDEED, IT IS AS DEPRECIATING THE CREATOR THAT HE DOES NOT WISH SUCH TRIFLES TO BE THOUGHT OF, CONCERNING WHICH NEITHER THE CROWS NOR THE LILIES LABOR, BECAUSE, FORSOOTH, THEY COME SPONTANEOUSLY TO HAND BY REASON OF THEIR VERY WORTHLESSNESS, WILL APPEAR A LITTLE FURTHER ON. MEANWHILE, HOW IS IT THAT HE CHIDES THEM AS BEING "OF LITTLE FAITH?" WHAT FAITH? DOES HE MEAN THAT FAITH WHICH THEY WERE AS YET UNABLE TO MANIFEST PERFECTLY IN A GOD WHO HAS HARDLY YET REVEALED, AND WHOM THEY WERE IN PROCESS OF LEARNING AS WELL AS THEY COULD; OR THAT FAITH WHICH THEY FOR THIS EXPRESS REASON OWED TO THE CREATOR, BECAUSE THEY BELIEVED THAT HE WAS OF HIS OWN WILL SUPPLYING THESE WANTS OF THE HUMAN RACE, AND THEREFORE TOOK NO THOUGHT ABOUT THEM? NOW, WHEN HE ADDS, "FOR ALL THESE THINGS DO THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD SEEK AFTER," EVEN BY THEIR NOT BELIEVING IN GOD AS THE CREATOR AND GIVER OF ALL THINGS, SINCE HE WAS UNWILLING THAT THEY SHOULD BE LIKE THESE NATIONS, HE THEREFORE UPBRAIDED THEM AS BEING DEFECTIVE OF FAITH IN THE SAME GOD, IN WHOM HE REMARKED THAT THE GENTILES WERE QUITE WANTING IN FAITH. WHEN HE FURTHER ADDS, "BUT YOUR FATHER KNOWETH THAT YE HAVE NEED OF THESE THINGS," I WOULD FIRST ASK, WHAT FATHER CHRIST WOULD HAVE TO BE HERE UNDERSTOOD? IF HE POINTS TO THEIR OWN CREATOR, HE ALSO AFFIRMS HIM TO BE GOOD, WHO KNOWS WHAT HIS CHILDREN HAVE NEED OF; BUT IF HE REFERS TO THAT OTHER GOD, HOW DOES HE KNOW THAT FOOD AND RAIMENT ARE NECESSARY TO MAN, SEEING THAT HE HAS MADE NO SUCH PRO VISION FOR HIM? FOR IF HE HAD KNOWN THE WANT, HE WOULD HAVE MADE THE PROVISION. IF, HOWEVER, HE KNOWS WHAT THINGS MAN HAS NEED OF, AND YET HAS FAILED TO SUPPLY THEM, HE IS IN THE FAILURE GUILTY OF EITHER MALIGNITY OR WEAKNESS. BUT WHEN HE CONFESSED THAT THESE THINGS ARE NECESSARY TO MAN, HE REALLY AFFIRMED THAT THEY ARE GOOD. FOR NOTHING THAT IS EVIL IS NECESSARY. SO THAT HE WILL NOT BE ANY LONGER A DEPRECIATOR OF THE WORKS AND THE INDULGENCES OF THE CREATOR, THAT I MAY HERE COMPLETE THE ANSWER WHICH I DEFERRED GIVING ABOVE. AGAIN, IF IT IS ANOTHER GOD WHO HAS FORESEEN MAN'S WANTS, AND IS SUPPLYING THEM, HOW IS IT THAT MARCION'S CHRIST HIMSELF PROMISES THEM? IS HE LIBERAL WITH ANOTHER'S PROPERTY? "SEEK YE," SAYS HE, "THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE ADDED UNTO YOU"--BY HIMSELF, OF COURSE. BUT IF BY HIMSELF, WHAT SORT OF BEING IS HE, WHO SHALL BESTOW THE THINGS OF ANOTHER? IF BY THE CREATOR, WHOSE ALL THINGS ARE, THEN WHO IS HE THAT PROMISES WHAT BELONGS TO ANOTHER? IF THESE THINGS ARE "ADDITIONS" TO THE KINGDOM, THEY MUST BE PLACED IN THE SECOND RANK; AND THE SECOND RANK BELONGS TO HIM TO WHOM THE FIRST ALSO DOES; HIS ARE THE FOOD AND RAIMENT, WHOSE IS THE KINGDOM. THUS, TO THE CREATOR BELONGS THE ENTIRE PROMISE, THE FULL REALITY OF ITS PARABLES, THE PERFECT EQUALIZATION OF ITS SIMILITUDES; FOR THESE HAVE RESPECT TO NONE OTHER THAN HIM TO WHOM THEY HAVE A PARITY OF RELATION IN EVERY POINT. WE ARE SERVANTS BECAUSE WE HAVE A LORD IN OUR GOD. WE OUGHT "TO HAVE OUR LOINS GIRDED:" IN OTHER WORDS, WE ARE TO BE FREE FROM THE EMBARRASSMENTS OF A PERPLEXED AND MUCH OCCUPIED LIFE; "TO HAVE OUR LIGHTS BURNING," THAT IS, OUR MINDS KINDLED BY FAITH, AND RESPLENDENT WITH THE WORKS OF TRUTH. AND THUS "TO WAIT FOR OUR LORD," THAT IS, CHRIST. WHENCE "RETURNING?" IF "FROM THE WEDDING," HE IS THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR, FOR THE WEDDING IS HIS. IF HE IS NOT THE CREATOR'S, NOT EVEN MARCION HIMSELF WOULD HAVE GONE TO THE WEDDING, ALTHOUGH INVITED, FOR IN HIS GOD HE DISCOVERS ONE WHO HATES THE NUPTIAL BED. THE PARABLE WOULD THEREFORE HAVE FAILED IN THE PERSON OF THE LORD, IF HE WERE NOT A BEING TO WHOM A WEDDING IS CONSISTENT. IN THE NEXT PARABLE ALSO, HE MAKES A FLAGRANT MISTAKE, WHEN HE ASSIGNS TO THE PERSON OF THE CREATOR THAT "THIEF, WHOSE HOUR, IF THE FATHER OF THE FAMILY HAD ONLY KNOWN, HE WOULD NOT HAVE SUFFERED HIS HOUSE TO BE BROKEN THROUGH." HOW CAN THE CREATOR WEAR IN ANY WAY THE ASPECT OF A THIEF, LORD AS HE IS OF ALL MANKIND? NO ONE PILFERS OR PLUNDERS HIS OWN PROPERTY, BUT HE RATHER ACTS THE PART OF ONE WHO SWOOPS DOWN ON THE THINGS OF ANOTHER, AND ALIENATES MAN FROM HIS LORD. AGAIN, WHEN HE INDICATES TO US THAT THE DEVIL IS "THE THIEF," WHOSE HOUR AT THE VERY BEGINNING OF THE WORLD, IF MAN HAD KNOWN, HE WOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN BROKEN IN UPON BY HIM, HE WARNS US "TO BE READY," FOR THIS REASON, BECAUSE "WE KNOW NOT THE HOUR WHEN THE SON OF MAN SHALL COME"--NOT AS IF HE WERE HIMSELF THE THIEF, BUT RATHER AS BEING THE JUDGE OF THOSE WHO PREPARED NOT THEMSELVES, AND USED NO PRECAUTION AGAINST THE THIEF. SINCE, THEN, HE IS THE SON OF MAN, I HOLD HIM TO BE THE JUDGE, AND IN THE JUDGE, I CLAIM THE CREATOR. IF THEN IN THIS PASSAGE HE DISPLAYS THE CREATOR'S CHRIST UNDER THE TITLE "SON OF MAN," THAT HE MAY GIVE US SOME PRESAGE OF THE THIEF, OF THE PERIOD OF WHOSE COMING WE ARE IGNORANT, YOU STILL HAVE IT RULED ABOVE, THAT NO ONE IS THE THIEF OF HIS OWN PROPERTY; BESIDES WHICH, THERE IS OUR PRINCIPLE ALSO UNIMPAIRED--THAT IN AS FAR AS HE INSISTS ON THE CREATOR AS AN OBJECT OF FEAR, IN SO FAR DOES HE BELONG TO THE CREATOR, AND DOES THE CREATOR'S WORK. WHEN, THEREFORE, PETER ASKED WHETHER HE HAD SPOKEN THE PARABLE "UNTO THEM, OR EVEN TO ALL," HE SETS FORTH FOR THEM, AND FOR ALL WHO SHOULD BEAR RULE IN THE CHURCHES, THE SIMILITUDE OF STEWARDS. THAT STEWARD WHO SHOULD TREAT HIS FELLOW-SERVANTS WELL IN HIS LORD'S ABSENCE, WOULD ON HIS RETURN BE SET AS RULER OVER ALL HIS PROPERTY; BUT HE WHO SHOULD ACT OTHERWISE SHOULD BE SEVERED, AND HAVE HIS PORTION WITH THE UNBELIEVERS, WHEN HIS LORD SHOULD RETURN ON THE DAY WHEN HE LOOKED NOT FOR HIM, AT THE HOUR WHEN HE WAS NOT AWARE--EVEN THAT SON OF MAN, THE CREATOR'S CHRIST, NOT A THIEF, BUT A JUDGE. HE ACCORDINGLY, IN THIS PASSAGE, EITHER PRESENTS TO US THE LORD AS A JUDGE, AND INSTRUCTS US IN HIS CHARACTER, OR ELSE AS THE SIMPLY GOOD GOD; IF THE LATTER, HE NOW ALSO AFFIRMS HIS JUDICIAL ATTRIBUTE, ALTHOUGH THE HERETIC REFUSES TO ADMIT IT. FOR AN ATTEMPT IS MADE TO MODIFY THIS SENSE WHEN IT IS APPLIED TO HIS GOD, AS IF IT WERE AN ACT OF SERENITY AND MILDNESS SIMPLY TO SEVER THE MAN OFF, AND TO ASSIGN HIM A PORTION WITH THE UNBELIEVERS, UNDER THE IDEA THAT HE WAS NOT SUMMONED (BEFORE THE JUDGE), BUT ONLY RETURNED TO HIS OWN STATE! AS IF THIS VERY PROCESS DID NOT IMPLY A JUDICIAL ACT! WHAT FOLLY! WHAT WILL BE THE END OF I THE SEVERED ONES? WILL IT NOT BE THE FOR FEATURE OF SALVATION, SINCE THEIR SEPARATION WILL BE FROM THOSE WHO SHALL ATTAIN SALVATION? WHAT, AGAIN, WILL BE THE CONDITION OF THE UNBELIEVERS? WILL IT NOT BE DAMNATION? ELSE, IF THESE SEVERED AND UNFAITHFUL ONES SHALL HAVE NOTHING TO SUFFER, THERE WILL, ON THE OTHER HAND, BE NOTHING FOR THE ACCEPTED AND THE BELIEVERS TO OBTAIN. IF, HOWEVER, THE ACCEPTED AND THE BELIEVERS SHALL ATTAIN SALVATION, IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT THE REJECTED AND THE UNBELIEVING SHOULD INCUR THE OPPOSITE ISSUE, EVEN THE LOSS OF SALVATION. NOW HERE IS A JUDGMENT, AND HE WHO HOLDS IT OUT BEFORE US BELONGS TO THE CREATOR. WHOM ELSE THAN THE GOD OF RETRIBUTION CAN I UNDERSTAND BY HIM WHO SHALL "BEAT HIS SERVANTS WITH STRIPES," EITHER "FEW OR MANY," AND SHALL EXACT FROM THEM WHAT HE HAD COMMITTED TO THEM? WHOM IS IT SUITABLE FOR ME TO OBEY, BUT HIM WHO REMUNERATES? YOUR CHRIST PROCLAIMS, "I AM COME TO SEND FIRE ON THE EARTH." THAT MOST LENIENT BEING, THE LORD WHO HAS NO HELL, NOT LONG BEFORE HAD RESTRAINED HIS DISCIPLES FROM DEMANDING FIRE ON THE CHURLISH VILLAGE. WHEREAS HE BURNT UP SODOM AND GOMORRAH WITH A TEMPEST OF FIRE. OF HIM THE PSALMIST SANG, "A FIRE SHALL GO OUT BEFORE HIM, AND BURN UP HIS ENEMIES ROUND ABOUT." BY HOSES HE UTTERED THE THREAT, "I WILL SEND A FIRE UPON THE CITIES OF JUDAH;" AND BY ISAIAH, "A FIRE HAS BEEN KINDLED IN MINE ANGER." HE CANNOT LIE. IF IT IS NOT, HE WHO UTTERED HIS VOICE OUT OF EVEN THE BURNING BUSH, IT CAN BE OF NO IMPORTANCE WHAT FIRE YOU INSIST UPON BEING UNDERSTOOD. EVEN IF IT BE BUT FIGURATIVE FIRE, YET, FROM THE VERY FACT THAT HE TAKES FROM MY ELEMENT ILLUSTRATIONS FOR HIS OWN SENSE, HE IS MINE, BECAUSE HE USES WHAT IS MINE. THE SIMILITUDE OF FIRE MUST BELONG TO HIM WHO OWNS THE REALITY THEREOF. BUT HE WILL HIMSELF BEST EXPLAIN THE QUALITY OF THAT FIRE WHICH HE MENTIONED, WHEN HE GOES ON TO SAY, "SUPPOSE YE THAT I AM COME TO GIVE PEACE ON EARTH? I TELL YOU, NAY; BUT RATHER DIVISION." IT IS WRITTEN "A SWORD," BUT MARCION MAKES AN EMENDATION OF THE WORD, JUST AS IF A DIVISION WERE NOT THE WORK OF THE SWORD. HE, THEREFORE, WHO REFUSED TO GIVE PEACE, INTENDED ALSO THE FIRE OF DESTRUCTION. AS IS THE COMBAT, SO IS THE BURNING. AS IS THE SWORD, SO IS THE FLAME. NEITHER IS SUITABLE FOR ITS LORD. HE SAYS AT LAST, "THE FATHER SHALL BE DIVIDED AGAINST THE SON, AND THE SON AGAINST THE FATHER; THE MOTHER AGAINST THE DAUGHTER, AND THE DAUGHTER AGAINST THE MOTHER; THE MOTHER-IN-LAW AGAINST THE DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, AND THE DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST THE MOTHER-IN-LAW." SINCE THIS BATTLE AMONG THE RELATIVES WAS SUNG BY THE PROPHET'S TRUMPET IN THE VERY WORDS, I FEAR THAT MICAH MUST HAVE PREDICTED IT TO MARCION'S CHRIST! ON THIS ACCOUNT HE PRONOUNCED THEM "HYPOCRITES," BECAUSE THEY COULD "DISCERN THE FACE OF THE SKY AND THE EARTH, BUT COULD NOT DISTINGUISH THIS TIME," WHEN OF COURSE HE OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED, FULFILLING (AS HE WAS) ALL THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN PREDICTED CONCERNING THEM, AND TEACHING THEM SO. BUT THEN WHO COULD KNOW THE TIMES OF HIM OF WHOM HE HAD NO EVIDENCE TO PROVE HIS EXISTENCE? JUSTLY ALSO DOES HE UPBRAID THEM FOR "NOT EVEN OF THEMSELVES JUDGING WHAT IS RIGHT." OF OLD DOES HE COMMAND BY ZECHARIAH, "EXECUTE THE JUDGMENT OF TRUTH AND PEACE;" BY JEREMIAH, "EXECUTE JUDGMENT AND RIGHTEOUSNESS;" BY ISAIAH, "JUDGE THE FATHERLESS, PLEAD FOR THE WIDOW," CHARGING IT AS A FAULT UPON THE VINE OF SORECH, THAT WHEN "HE LOOKED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS THEREFROM, THERE WAS ONLY A CRY" (OF OPPRESSION). THE SAME GOD WHO HAD TAUGHT THEM TO ACT AS HE COMMANDED THEM, WAS NOW REQUIRING THAT THEY SHOULD ACT OF THEIR OWN ACCORD. HE WHO HAD SOWN THE PRECEPT, WAS NOW PRESSING TO AN ABUNDANT HARVEST FROM IT. BUT HOW ABSURD, THAT HE SHOULD NOW BE COMMANDING THEM TO JUDGE RIGHTEOUSLY, WHO WAS DESTROYING GOD THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE! FOR THE JUDGE, WHO COMMITS TO PRISON, AND ALLOWS NO RELEASE OUT OF IT WITHOUT THE PAYMENT OF "THE VERY LAST MITE," THEY TREAT OF IN THE PERSON OF THE CREATOR, WITH THE VIEW OF DISPARAGING HIM. WHICH CAVIL, HOWEVER, I DEEM IT NECESSARY TO MEET WITH THE SAME ANSWER. FOR AS OFTEN AS THE CREATOR'S SEVERITY IS PARADED BEFORE US, SO OFTEN IS CHRIST (SHOWN TO BE) HIS, TO WHOM HE URGES SUBMISSION BY THE MOTIVE OF FEAR. 
CHAP. XXX.--PARABLES OF THE MUSTARD-SEED, AND OF THE LEAVEN. TRANSITION TO THE SOLEMN EXCLUSION WHICH WILL ENSUE WHEN THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE HAS SHUT THE DOOR. THIS JUDICIAL EXCLUSION WILL BE ADMINISTERED BY CHRIST, WHO IS SHOWN THEREBY TO POSSESS THE ATTRIBUTE OF THE CREATOR. 
WHEN THE QUESTION WAS AGAIN RAISED CONCERNING A CURE PERFORMED ON THE SABBATH-DAY, HOW DID HE DISCUSS IT: "DOTH NOT EACH OF YOU ON THE SABBATH, LOOSE HIS ASS OR HIS OX FROM THE STALL, AND LEAD HIM AWAY TO WATERING?" WHEN, THEREFORE, HE DID A WORK ACCORDING TO THE CONDITION PRESCRIBED BY THE LAW, HE AFFIRMED, INSTEAD OF BREAKING, THE LAW, WHICH COMMANDED THAT NO WORK SHOULD BE DONE, EXCEPT WHAT MIGHT BE DONE FOR ANY LIVING BEING; AND IF FOR ANY ONE, THEN HOW MUCH MORE FOR A HUMAN LIFE? IN THE CASE OF THE PARABLES, IT IS ALLOWED THAT I EVERYWHERE REQUIRE A CONGRUITY. "THE KINGDOM OF GOD," SAYS HE, "IS LIKE A GRAIN OF MUSTARD-SEED WHICH A MAN TOOK AND CAST INTO HIS GARDEN." WHO MUST BE UNDERSTOOD AS MEANT BY THE MAN? SURELY CHRIST, BECAUSE (ALTHOUGH MARCION'S) HE WAS CALLED "THE SON OF MAN." HE RECEIVED FROM THE FATHER THE SEED OF THE KINGDOM, THAT IS, THE WORD OF THE GOSPEL, AND SOWED IT IN HIS GARDEN--IN THE WORLD, OF COURSE--IN MAN AT THE PRESENT DAY, FOR INSTANCE. NOW, WHEREAS IT IS SAID, "IN HIS GARDEN," BUT NEITHER THE WORLD NOR MAN IS HIS PROPERTY, BUT THE CREATOR'S, THEREFORE HE WHO SOWED SEED IN HIS OWN GROUND IS SHOWN TO BE THE CREATOR. ELSE, IF, TO EVADE THIS SNARE, THEY SHOULD CHOOSE TO TRANSFER THE PERSON OF THE MAN FROM CHRIST TO ANY PERSON WHO RECEIVES THE SEED OF THE KINGDOM AND SOWS IT IN THE GARDEN OF HIS OWN HEART, NOT EVEN THIS MEANING WOULD SUIT ANY OTHER THAN THE CREATOR. FOR HOW HAPPENS IT, IF THE KINGDOM, BELONG TO THE MOST LENIENT GOD, THAT IT IS CLOSELY FOLLOWED UP BY A FERVENT JUDGMENT, THE SEVERITY OF WHICH BRINGS WEEPING? WITH REGARD, INDEED, TO THE FOLLOWING SIMILITUDE, I HAVE MY FEARS LEST IT SHOULD SOMEHOW PRESAGE THE KINGDOM OF THE RIVAL GOD! FOR HE COMPARED IT, NOT TO THE UNLEAVENED BREAD WHICH THE CREATOR IS MORE FAMILIAR WITH, BUT TO LEAVEN. NOW THIS IS A CAPITAL CONJECTURE FOR MEN WHO ARE BEGGING FOR ARGUMENTS. I MUST, HOWEVER, ON MY SIDE, DISPEL ONE FOND CONCEIT BY ANOTHER," AND CONTEND WITH EVEN LEAVEN IS SUITABLE FOR THE KINGDOM OF THE CREATOR, BECAUSE AFTER IT COMES THE OVEN, OR, IF YOU PLEASE, THE FURNACE OF HELL. HOW OFTEN HAS HE ALREADY DISPLAYED HIMSELF AS A JUDGE, AND IN THE JUDGE THE CREATOR? HOW OFTEN, INDEED, HAS HE REPELLED, AND IN THE REPULSE CONDEMNED? IN THE PRESENT PASSAGE, FOR INSTANCE, HE SAYS, "WHEN ONCE THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE IS RISEN UP;" BUT IN WHAT SENSE EXCEPT THAT IN WHICH ISAIAH SAID, "WHEN HE ARISETH TO SHAKE TERRIBLY THE EARTH?" "AND HATH SHUT TO THE DOOR," THEREBY SHUTTING OUT THE WICKED, OF COURSE; AND WHEN THESE, KNOCK, HE WILL ANSWER, "I KNOW YOU NOT WHENCE YE ARE;" AND WHEN THEY RECOUNT HOW "THEY HAVE EATEN AND DRUNK IN HIS PRESENCE," HE WILL FURTHER SAY TO THEM, "DEPART FROM ME, ALL YE WORKERS OF INIQUITY; THERE SHALL BE WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH." BUT WHERE? OUTSIDE, NO DOUBT, WHEN THEY SHALL HAVE BEEN EXCLUDED WITH THE DOOR SHUT ON THEM BY HIM. THERE WILL THEREFORE BE PUNISHMENT INFLICTED BY HIM WHO EXCLUDES FOR PUNISHMENT, WHEN THEY SHALL BEHOLD THE RIGHTEOUS ENTERING THE KINGDOM OF GOD, BUT THEMSELVES DETAINED WITHOUT. BY WHOM DETAINED OUTSIDE? IF BY THE CREATOR, WHO SHALL BE WITHIN RECEIVING THE RIGHTEOUS INTO THE KINGDOM? THE GOOD GOD. WHAT, THEREFORE, IS THE CREATOR ABOUT, THAT HE SHOULD DETAIN OUTSIDE FOR PUNISHMENT THOSE WHOM HIS ADVERSARY SHUT OUT, WHEN HE OUGHT RATHER TO HAVE KINDLY RECEIVED THEM, IF THEY MUST COME INTO HIS HANDS, FOR THE GREATER IRRITATION OF HIS RIVAL? BUT WHEN ABOUT TO EXCLUDE THE WICKED, HE MUST, OF COURSE, EITHER BE AWARE THAT THE CREATOR WOULD DETAIN THEM FOR PUNISHMENT, OR NOT BE AWARE. CONSEQUENTLY EITHER THE WICKED WILL BE DETAINED BY THE CREATOR AGAINST THE WILL OF THE EXCLUDER, IN WHICH CASE HE WILL BE INFERIOR TO THE CREATOR, SUBMITTING TO HIM UNWILLINGLY; OR ELSE, IF THE PROCESS IS CARRIED OUT WITH HIS WILL, THEN HE HIMSELF HAS JUDICIALLY DETERMINED ITS EXECUTION; AND THEN HE WHO IS THE VERY ORIGINATOR OF THE CREATOR'S INFAMY, WILL NOT PROVE TO BE ONE WHIT BETTER THAN THE CREATOR. NOW, IF THESE IDEAS BE INCOMPATIBLE WITH REASON--OF ONE BEING SUPPOSED TO PUNISH, AND THE OTHER TO LIBERATE--THEN TO ONE ONLY POWER WILL APPERTAIN BOTH THE JUDGMENT AND THE KINGDOM AND WHILE THEY BOTH BELONG TO ONE, HE WHO EXECUTETH JUDGMENT CAN BE NONE ELSE THAN THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR. 
CHAP. XXXI.--CHRIST'S ADVICE TO INVITE THE POOR IN ACCORDANCE WITH ISAIAH. THE PARABLE OF THE GREAT SUPPER A PICTORIAL SKETCH OF THE CREATOR'S OWN DISPENSATIONS OF MERCY AND GRACE. THE REJECTIONS OF THE INVITATION PARALLELED BY QUOTATIONS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT MARCION'S CHRIST COULD NOT FULFIL THE CONDITIONS INDICATED IN THIS PARABLE THE ABSURDITY OF THE MARCIONITE INTERPRETATION. 
WHAT KIND OF PERSONS DOES HE BID SHOULD BE INVITED TO A DINNER OR A SUPPER? PRECISELY SUCH AS HE HAD POINTED OUT BY ISAIAH: "DEAL THY BREAD TO THE HUNGRY MAN; AND THE BEGGARS--EVEN SUCH AS HAVE NO HOME--BRING IN TO THINE HOUSE," BECAUSE, NO DOUBT, THEY ARE "UNABLE TO RECOMPENSE" YOUR ACT OF HUMANITY. NOW, SINCE CHRIST FORBIDS THE RECOMPENSE TO BE EXPECTED NOW, BUT PROMISES IT "AT THE RESURRECTION," THIS IS THE VERY PLAN OF THE CREATOR, WHO DISLIKES THOSE WHO LOVE GIFTS AND FOLLOW AFTER REWARD. CONSIDER ALSO TO WHICH DEITY IS BETTER SUITED THE PARABLE OF HIM WHO ISSUED INVITATIONS: "A CERTAIN MAN MADE A GREAT SUPPER, AND BADE MANY." THE PREPARATION FOR THE SUPPER IS NO DOUBT A FIGURE OF THE ABUNDANT PROVISION OF ETERNAL LIFE. I FIRST REMARK, THAT STRANGERS, AND PERSONS UNCONNECTED BY TIES OF RELATIONSHIP, ARE NOT USUALLY INVITED TO A SUPPER; BUT THAT MEMBERS OF THE HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY ARE MORE FREQUENTLY THE FAVORED GUESTS. TO THE CREATOR, THEN, IT BELONGED TO GIVE THE INVITATION, TO WHOM ALSO APPERTAINED THOSE WHO WERE TO BE INVITED --WHETHER CONSIDERED AS MEN, THROUGH THEIR DESCENT FROM ADAM, OR AS JEWS, BY REASON OF THEIR FATHERS; NOT TO HIM WHO POSSESSED NO CLAIM TO THEM EITHER BY NATURE OR PREROGATIVE. MY NEXT REMARK IS, IF HE ISSUES THE INVITATIONS WHO HAS PREPARED THE SUPPER, THEN, IN THIS SENSE THE SUPPER IS THE CREATOR'S, WHO SENT TO WARN THE GUESTS. THESE HAD BEEN INDEED PREVIOUSLY INVITED BY THE FATHERS, BUT WERE TO BE ADMONISHED BY THE PROPHETS. IT CERTAINLY IS NOT THE FEAST OF HIM WHO NEVER SENT A MESSENGER TO WARN--WHO NEVER DID A THING BEFORE TOWARDS ISSUING AN INVITATION, BUT CAME DOWN HIMSELF ON A SUDDEN--ONLY THEN BEGINNING TO BE KNOWN, WHEN ALREADY GIVING HIS INVITATION; ONLY THEN INVITING, WHEN ALREADY COMPELLING TO HIS BANQUET; APPOINTING ONE AND THE SAME HOUR BOTH FOR THE SUPPER AND THE INVITATION. BUT WHEN INVITED, THEY EXCUSE THEMSELVES? AND FAIRLY ENOUGH, IF THE INVITATION CAME FROM THE OTHER GOD, BECAUSE IT WAS SO SUDDEN; IF, HOWEVER, THE EXCUSE WAS NOT A FAIR ONE, THEN THE INVITATION WAS NOT A SUDDEN ONE. NOW, IF THE INVITATION WAS NOT A SUDDEN ONE, IT MUST HAVE BEEN GIVEN BY THE CREATOR--EVEN BY HIM OF OLD TIME, WHOSE CALL THEY HAD AT LAST REFUSED. THEY FIRST REFUSED IT WHEN THEY SAID TO AARON, "MAKE US GODS, WHICH SHALL GO BEFORE US; AND AGAIN, AFTERWARDS, WHEN "THEY HEARD INDEED WITH THE EAR, BUT DID NOT UNDERSTAND" THEIR CALLING OF GOD. IN A MANNER MOST GERMANE I TO THIS PARABLE, HE SAID BY JEREMIAH: "OBEY MY VOICE, AND I WILL BE YOUR GOD, AND YE SHALL BE MY PEOPLE; AND YE SHALL WALK IN ALL MY WAYS, WHICH I HAVE COMMANDED YOU." THIS IS THE INVITATION OF GOD. "BUT," SAYS HE, "THEY HEARKENED NOT, NOR INCLINED THEIR EAR." THIS IS THE REFUSAL OF THE PEOPLE. "THEY DEPARTED, AND WALKED EVERY ONE IN THE IMAGINATION OF THEIR EVIL HEART." "I HAVE BOUGHT A FIELD--AND I HAVE BOUGHT SOME OXEN--AND I HAVE MARRIED A WIFE." AND STILL HE URGES THEM: "I HAVE SENT UNTO YOU ALL MY SERVANTS THE PROPHETS, RISING EARLY EVEN BEFORE DAY-LIGHT." THE HOLY SPIRIT IS HERE MEANT, THE ADMONISHER OF THE GUESTS. "YET MY PEOPLE HEARKENED NOT UNTO ME, NOR INCLINED THEIR EAR, BUT HARDENED THEIR NECK." THIS WAS REPORTED TO THE MASTER OF THE FAMILY. THEN HE WAS MOVED (HE DID WELL TO BE MOVED; FOR, AS MARCION DENIES EMOTION TO HIS GOD, HE MUST BE THEREFORE MY GOD), AND COMMANDED THEM TO INVITE OUT OF "THE STREETS AND LANES OF THE CITY." LET US SEE WHETHER THIS IS NOT THE SAME IN PURPORT AS HIS WORDS BY JEREMIAH: "HAVE I BEEN A WILDERNESS TO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, OR A LAND LEFT UNCULTIVATED?" THAT IS TO SAY: "THEN HAVE I NONE WHOM I MAY CALL TO ME; HAVE I NO PLACE WHENCE I MAY BRING THEM?" "SINCE MY PEOPLE HAVE SAID, WE WILL COME NO MORE UNTO THEE." THEREFORE, HE SENT OUT TO CALL OTHERS, BUT FROM THE SAME CITY. MY THIRD REMARK IS THIS, THAT ALTHOUGH THE PLACE ABOUNDED WITH PEOPLE, HE YET COMMANDED THAT THEY GATHER MEN FROM THE HIGHWAYS AND THE HEDGES. IN OTHER WORDS, WE ARE NOW GATHERED OUT OF THE GENTILE STRANGERS; WITH THAT JEALOUS RESENTMENT, NO DOUBT, WHICH HE EXPRESSED IN DEUTERONOMY: "I WILL HIDE MY FACE FROM THEM, AND I WILL SHOW THEM WHAT SHALL HAPPEN IN THE LAST DAYS (HOW THAT OTHERS SHALL POSSESS THEIR PLACE); FOR THEY ARE A FROWARD GENERATION, CHILDREN IN WHOM IS NO FAITH. THEY HAVE MOVED ME TO JEALOUSY BY THAT WHICH IS NO GOD, AND THEY HAVE PROVOKED ME TO ANGER WITH. THEIR IDOLS; AND I WILL MOVE THEM TO JEALOUSY WITH THOSE WHICH ARE NOT A PEOPLE: I WILL PROVOKE THEM TO ANGER WITH A FOOLISH NATION"--EVEN WITH US, WHOSE HOPE THE JEWS STILL ENTERTAIN. BUT THIS HOPE THE LORD SAYS THEY SHOULD NOT REALIZE; "SION BEING LEFT AS A COTTAGE IN A VINEYARD, AS A LODGE IN A GARDEN OF CUCUMBERS," SINCE THE NATION REJECTED THE LATEST INVITATION TO CHRIST. (NOW, I ASK,) AFTER GOING THROUGH ALL THIS COURSE OF THE CREATOR'S DISPENSATION AND PROPHECIES, WHAT THERE IS IN IT WHICH CAN POSSIBLY BE ASSIGNED TO HIM WHO HAS DONE ALL HIS WORK AT ONE HASTY STROKE, AND POSSESSES NEITHER THE CREATOR'S COURSE NOR HIS DISPENSATION IN HARMONY WITH THE PARABLE? OR, AGAIN IN WHAT WILL CONSIST HIS FIRST INVITATION, AND WHAT HIS ADMONITION AT THE SECOND STAGE? SOME AT FIRST WOULD SURELY DECLINE; OTHERS AFTERWARDS MUST HAVE ACCEPTED." BUT NOW HE COMES TO INVITE BOTH PARTIES PROMISCUOUSLY OUT OF THE CITY, OUT OF THE HEDGES, CONTRARY TO THE DRIFT OF THE PARABLE. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM NOW TO CONDEMN AS SCORNERS OF HIS INVITATION THOSE WHOM HE HAS NEVER YET INVITED, AND WHOM HE IS APPROACHING WITH SO MUCH EARNESTNESS. IF, HOWEVER, HE CONDEMNS THEM BEFOREHAND AS ABOUT TO REJECT HIS CALL, THEN BEFOREHAND HE ALSO PREDICTS THE ELECTION OF THE GENTILES IN THEIR STEAD. CERTAINLY, HE MEANS TO COME THE SECOND TIME FOR THE VERY PURPOSE OF PREACHING TO THE HEATHEN. BUT EVEN IF HE DOES MEAN TO COME AGAIN, I IMAGINE IT WILL NOT BE WITH THE INTENTION OF ANY LONGER INVITING GUESTS, BUT OF GIVING TO THEM THEIR PLACES. MEANWHILE, YOU WHO INTERPRET THE CALL TO THIS SUPPER AS AN INVITATION TO A HEAVENLY BANQUET OF SPIRITUAL SATIETY AND PLEASURE, MUST REMEMBER THAT THE EARTHLY PROMISES ALSO OF WINE AND OIL AND CORN, AND EVEN OF THE CITY, ARE EQUALLY EMPLOYED BY THE CREATOR AS FIGURES OF SPIRITUAL THINGS. 
CHAP. XXXII.--A SORT OF SORITES, AS THE LOGICIANS CALL IT, TO SHOW THAT THE PARABLES OF THE LOST SHEEP AND THE LOST DRACHMA HAVE NO SUITABLE APPLICATION TO THE CHRIST OF MARCION. 
WHO SOUGHT AFTER THE LOST SHEEP AND THE LOST PIECE OF SILVER? WAS IT NOT THE LOSER? BUT WHO WAS THE LOSER? WAS IT NOT HE WHO ONCE POSSESSED THEM? WHO, THEN, WAS THAT? WAS IT NOT HE TO WHOM THEY BELONGED? SINCE, THEN, MAN IS THE PROPERTY OF NONE OTHER THAN THE CREATOR, HE POSSESSED HIM WHO OWNED HIM; HE LOST HIM WHO ONCE POSSESSED HIM; HE SOUGHT HIM WHO LOST HIM; HE FOUND HIM WHO SOUGHT HIM; HE REJOICED WHO FOUND HIM. THEREFORE, THE PURPORT OF NEITHER PARABLE HAS ANYTHING WHATEVER TO DO WITH HIM TO WHOM BELONGS NEITHER THE SHEEP NOR THE PIECE OF SILVER, THAT IS TO SAY, MAN. FOR HE LOST HIM NOT, BECAUSE HE POSSESSED HIM NOT; AND HE SOUGHT HIM NOT, BECAUSE HE LOST HIM NOT; AND HE FOUND HIM NOT, BECAUSE HE SOUGHT HIM NOT; AND HE REJOICED NOT, BECAUSE HE FOUND HIM NOT. THEREFORE, TO REJOICE OVER THE SINNER'S REPENTANCE--THAT IS, AT THE RECOVERY OF LOST MAN--IS THE ATTRIBUTE OF HIM WHO LONG AGO PROFESSED THAT HE WOULD RATHER THAT THE SINNER SHOULD REPENT AND NOT DIE. 
CHAP. XXXIII.--THE MARCIONITE INTERPRETATION OF GOD AND MAMMON REFUTED. THE PROPHETS JUSTIFY CHRIST'S ADMONITION AGAINST COVETOUSNESS AND PRIDE. JOHN BAPTIST THE LINK BETWEEN THE OLD AND THE NEW DISPENSATIONS OF THE CREATOR. SO, SAID CHRIST--BUT SO ALSO HAD ISAIAH SAID LONG BEFORE. ONE ONLY GOD, THE CREATOR, BY HIS OWN WILL CHANGED THE DISPENSATIONS.NO NEW GOD HAD A HAND IN THE CHANGE 
WHAT THE TWO MASTERS ARE WHO, HE SAYS, CANNOT BE SERVED, ON THE GROUND THAT WHILE ONE IS PLEASED THE OTHER MUST NEEDS BE DISPLEASED, HE HIMSELF MAKES CLEAR, WHEN HE MENTIONS GOD AND MAMMON. THEN, IF YOU HAVE NO INTERPRETER BY YOU, YOU MAY LEARN AGAIN, FROM HIMSELF WHAT HE WOULD HAVE UNDERSTOOD BY MAMMON. FOR WHEN ADVISING US TO PROVIDE FOR OURSELVES THE HELP OF FRIENDS IN WORLDLY AFFAIRS, AFTER THE EXAMPLE OF THAT STEWARD WHO, WHEN REMOVED FROM HIS OFFICE, RELIEVES HIS LORD'S DEBTORS BY LESSENING THEIR DEBTS WITH A VIEW TO THEIR RECOMPENSING HIM WITH THEIR HELP, HE SAID, "AND I SAY UNTO YOU, MAKE TO YOURSELVES FRIENDS OF THE MAMMON OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS," THAT IS TO SAY, OF MONEY, EVEN AS THE STEWARD HAD DONE. NOW WE ARE ALL OF US AWARE THAT MONEY IS THE INSTIGATOR OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THE LORD OF THE WHOLE WORLD. THEREFORE, WHEN HE SAW THE COVETOUSNESS OF THE PHARISEES DOING SERVILE WORSHIP TO IT, HE HURLED THIS SENTENCE AGAINST THEM, "YE CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON." THEN THE PHARISEES, WHO WERE COVETOUS OF RICHES, DERIDED HIM, WHEN THEY UNDERSTOOD THAT BY MAMMON, HE MEANT MONEY. LET NO ONE THINK THAT UNDER THE WORD MAMMON THE CREATOR WAS MEANT, AND THAT CHRIST CALLED THEM OFF FROM THE SERVICE OF THE CREATOR. WHAT FOLLY! RATHER LEARN THEREFROM THAT ONE GOD WAS POINTED OUT BY CHRIST. FOR THEY WERE TWO MASTERS WHOM HE NAMED, GOD AND MAMMON--THE CREATOR AND MONEY. YOU CANNOT INDEED SERVE GOD--HIM, OF COURSE WHOM THEY SEEMED TO SERVE--AND MAMMON TO WHOM THEY PREFERRED TO DEVOTE THEMSELVES. IF, HOWEVER, HE WAS GIVING HIMSELF OUT AS ANOTHER GOD, IT WOULD NOT BE TWO MASTERS, BUT THREE, THAT HE HAD POINTED OUT. FOR THE CREATOR WAS A MASTER, AND MUCH MORE OF A MASTER, TO BE SURE, THAN MAMMON, AND MORE TO BE ADORED, AS BEING MORE TRULY OUR MASTER. NOW, HOW WAS IT LIKELY THAT HE WHO HAD CALLED MAMMON A MASTER, AND HAD ASSOCIATED HIM WITH GOD, SHOULD SAY NOTHING OF HIM WHO WAS REALLY THE MASTER OF EVEN THESE, THAT IS, THE CREATOR? OR ELSE, BY THIS SILENCE RESPECTING HIM DID HE CONCEDE THAT SERVICE MIGHT BE RENDERED TO HIM, SINCE IT WAS TO HIMSELF ALONE AND TO MAMMON THAT HE SAID SERVICE COULD NOT BE (SIMULTANEOUSLY) RENDERED? WHEN, THEREFORE, HE LAYS DOWN THE POSITION THAT GOD IS ONE, SINCE HE WOULD HAVE BEEN SURE TO MENTION THE CREATOR IF HE WERE HIMSELF A RIVAL TO HIM, HE DID (VIRTUALLY) NAME THE CREATOR, WHEN HE REFRAINED FROM INSISTING" THAT HE WAS MASTER ALONE, WITHOUT A RIVAL GOD. ACCORDINGLY, THIS WILL THROW LIGHT UPON THE SENSE IN WHICH IT WAS SAID, "IF YE HAVE NOT BEEN FAITHFUL IN THE UNRIGHTEOUS MAMMON, WHO WILL COMMIT TO YOUR TRUST THE TRUE RICHES?" "IN THE UNRIGHTEOUS MAMMON," THAT IS TO SAY, IN UNRIGHTEOUS RICHES, NOT IN THE CREATOR; FOR EVEN MARCION ALLOWS HIM TO BE RIGHTEOUS: "AND IF YE HAVE NOT BEEN FAITHFUL IN THAT WHICH IS ANOTHER MAN'S, WHO WILL GIVE TO YOU THAT WHICH IS MINE?" FOR WHAT EVER IS UNRIGHTEOUS OUGHT TO BE FOREIGN TO THE SERVANTS OF GOD. BUT IN WHAT WAY WAS THE CREATOR FOREIGN TO THE PHARISEES, SEEING THAT HE WAS THE PROPER GOD OF THE JEWISH NATION? FORASMUCH THEN AS THE WORDS, "WHO WILL ENTRUST TO YOU THE TRUER RICHES?" AND, "WHO WILL GIVE YOU THAT WHICH IS MINE?" ARE ONLY SUITABLE TO THE CREATOR AND NOT TO MAMMON, HE COULD NOT HAVE UTTERED THEM AS ALIEN TO THE CREATOR, AND IN THE INTEREST OF THE RIVAL GOD. HE COULD ONLY SEEM TO HAVE SPOKEN THEM IN THIS SENSE, IF, WHEN REMARKING THEIR UNFAITHFULNESS TO THE CREATOR AND NOT TO MAMMON, HE HAD DRAWN SOME DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN THE CREATOR (IN HIS MANNER OF MENTIONING HIM) AND THE RIVAL GOD--HOW THAT THE LATTER WOULD NOT COMMIT HIS OWN TRUTH TO THOSE WHO WERE UNFAITHFUL TO THE CREATOR. HOW THEN CAN HE POSSIBLY SEEM TO BELONG TO ANOTHER GOD, IF HE BE NOT SET FORTH, WITH THE EXPRESS INTENTION OF BEING SEPARATED FROM THE VERY THING WHICH IS IN QUESTION. BUT WHEN THE PHARISEES "JUSTIFIED THEMSELVES BEFORE MEN," 16) AND PLACED THEIR HOPE OF REWARD IN MAN, HE CENSURED THEM IN THE SENSE IN WHICH THE PROPHET JEREMIAH SAID, "CURSED IS THE MAN THAT TRUST-ETH IN MAN." SINCE THE PROPHET WENT ON TO SAY, "BUT THE LORD KNOWETH YOUR HEARTS," HE MAGNIFIED THE POWER OF THAT GOD WHO DECLARED HIMSELF TO BE AS A LAMP, "SEARCHING THE REINS AND THE HEART." WHEN HE STRIKES AT PRIDE IN THE WORDS: "THAT WHICH IS HIGHLY ESTEEMED AMONG MEN IS ABOMINATION IN THE SIGHT OF GOD," HE RECALLS ISAIAH: "FOR THE DAY OF THE LORD OF HOSTS SHALL BE UPON EVERY ONE THAT IS PROUD AND LOFTY, AND UPON EVERY ONE THAT IS ARROGANT AND LIFTED UP, AND THEY SHALL BE BROUGHT LOW." I CAN NOW MAKE OUT WHY MARCION'S GOD WAS FOR SO LONG AN AGE CONCEALED. HE WAS, I SUPPOSE, WAITING UNTIL HE HAD LEARNT ALL THESE THINGS FROM THE CREATOR. HE CONTINUED HIS PUPILLAGE UP TO THE TIME OF JOHN, AND THEN PROCEEDED FORTHWITH TO ANNOUNCE THE KINGDOM OF GOD, SAYING: "THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS WERE UNTIL JOHN; SINCE THAT TIME THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED." JUST AS IF WE ALSO DID NOT RECOGNIZE IN JOHN A CERTAIN LIMIT PLACED BETWEEN THE OLD DISPENSATION AND THE NEW, AT WHICH JUDAISM CEASED AND CHRISTIANITY BEGAN--WITHOUT, HOWEVER, SUPPOSING THAT IT WAS BY THE POWER OF ANOTHER GOD THAT THERE CAME ABOUT A CESSATION OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS AND THE COMMENCEMENT OF THAT GOSPEL IN WHICH IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD, CHRIST HIMSELF. FOR ALTHOUGH, AS WE HAVE SHOWN, THE CREATOR FORETOLD THAT THE OLD STATE OF THINGS WOULD PASS AWAY AND A NEW STATE WOULD SUCCEED, YET, INASMUCH AS JOHN IS SHOWN TO BE BOTH THE FORERUNNER AND THE PRE-PATER OF THE WAYS OF THAT LORD WHO WAS TO INTRODUCE THE GOSPEL AND PUBLISH THE KINGDOM OF GOD, IT FOLLOWS FROM THE VERY FACT THAT JOHN HAS COME, THAT CHRIST MUST BE THAT VERY BEING WHO WAS TO FOLLOW HIS HARBINGER JOHN. SO THAT, IF THE OLD COURSE HAS CEASED AND THE NEW HAS BEGUN, WITH JOHN INTERVENING BETWEEN THEM, THERE WILL BE NOTHING WONDERFUL IN IT, BECAUSE IT HAPPENS ACCORDING TO THE PURPOSE OF THE CREATOR; SO THAT YOU MAY GET A BETTER PROOF FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD FROM ANY QUARTER, HOWEVER ANOMALOUS, THAN FROM THE CONCEIT THAT THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS ENDED IN JOHN, AND A NEW STATE OF THINGS BEGAN AFTER HIM. "MORE EASILY, THEREFORE, MAY HEAVEN AND EARTH PASS AWAY--AS ALSO THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS--THAN THAT ONE TITTLE OF THE LORD'S WORDS SHOULD FAIL." "FOR," AS SAYS ISAIAH: "THE WORD OF OUR GOD SHALL STAND FOR EVER." SINCE EVEN THEN BY ISAIAH IT WAS CHRIST, THE WORD AND SPIRIT OF THE CREATOR, WHO PROPHETICALLY DESCRIBED JOHN AS "THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS TO PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD," AND AS ABOUT TO COME FOR THE PURPOSE OF TERMINATING THENCEFORTH THE COURSE OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS; BY THEIR FULFILMENT AND NOT THEIR EXTINCTION, AND IN ORDER THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD MIGHT BE ANNOUNCED BY CHRIST, HE THEREFORE PURPOSELY ADDED THE ASSURANCE THAT THE ELEMENTS WOULD MORE EASILY PASS AWAY THAN HIS WORDS FAIL; AFFIRMING, AS HE DID, THE FURTHER FACT, THAT WHAT HE HAD SAID CONCERNING JOHN HAD NOT FALLEN TO THE GROUND. 
CHAP. XXXIV.--MOSES, ALLOWING DIVORCE, AND CHRIST PROHIBITING IT, EXPLAINED. JOHN BAPTIST AND HEROD. MARCION'S ATTEMPT TO DISCOVER AN ANTITHESIS IN THE PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN AND THE POOR MAN IN HADES CONFUTED. THE CREATOR'S APPOINTMENT MANIFESTED IN BOTH STATES. 
BUT CHRIST PROHIBITS DIVORCE, SAYING, "WHOSOEVER PUTTETH AWAY HIS WIFE, AND MARRIETH ANOTHER, COMMITTETH ADULTERY; AND WHOSOEVER MARRIETH HER THAT IS PUT AWAY FROM HER HUSBAND, ALSO COMMITTETH ADULTERY." IN ORDER TO FORBID DIVORCE, HE MAKES IT UNLAWFUL TO MARRY A WOMAN THAT HAS BEEN PUT AWAY. MOSES, HOWEVER, PERMITTED REPUDIATION M DEUTERONOMY: "WHEN A MAN HATH TAKEN A WIFE, AND HATH LIVED WITH HER, AND IT COME TO PASS THAT SHE, FIND NO FAVOR IN HIS EYES, BECAUSE HE HATH FOUND UNCHASTITY IN HER; THEN LET HIM WRITE HER A BILL OF DIVORCEMENT AND GIVE IT IN HER HAND, AND SEND HER AWAY OUT OF HIS HOUSE." YOU SEE, THEREFORE, THAT THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL- BETWEEN MOSES AND CHRIST? TO BE SURE THERE IS! BUT THEN YOU HAVE REJECTED THAT OTHER GOSPEL WHICH WITNESSES TO THE SAME VERITY AND THE SAME CHRIST. THERE, WHILE PROHIBITING DIVORCE, HE HAS GIVEN US A SOLUTION OF THIS SPECIAL QUESTION RESPECTING IT: "MOSES," SAYS HE, "BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF YOUR HEARTS, SUFFERED YOU TO GIVE A BILL OF DIVORCEMENT; BUT FROM THE BEGINNING IT WAS NOT SO"--FOR THIS REASON, INDEED, BECAUSE HE WHO HAD "MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE" HAD LIKEWISE SAID, "THEY TWAIN SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH; WHAT THEREFORE GOD HATH JOINED TOGETHER, LET NOT MAN PUT ASUNDER." NOW, BY THIS ANSWER OF HIS (TO THE PHARISEES), HE BOTH SANCTIONED THE PROVISION OF MOSES, WHO WAS HIS OWN (SERVANT), AND RESTORED TO ITS PRIMITIVE PURPOSE THE INSTITUTION OF THE CREATOR, WHOSE CHRIST HE WAS. SINCE, HOWEVER, YOU ARE TO BE REFUTED OUT OF THE SCRIPTURES WHICH YOU HAVE RECEIVED, I WILL MEET YOU ON YOUR OWN GROUND, AS IF YOUR CHRIST WERE MINE. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE PROHIBITED DIVORCE, AND YET AT THE SAME TIME REPRESENTED THE FATHER, EVEN HIM WHO UNITED MALE AND FEMALE, MUST HE NOT HAVE RATHER EXCULPATED THAN ABOLISHED THE ENACTMENT OF MOSES? BUT, OBSERVE, IF THIS CHRIST BE YOURS WHEN HE TEACHES CONTRARY TO MOSES AND THE CREATOR, ON THE SAME PRINCIPLE MUST HE BE MINE IF I CAN SHOW THAT HIS TEACHING IS NOT CONTRARY TO THEM. I MAINTAIN, THEN, THAT THERE WAS A CONDITION IN THE PROHIBITION WHICH HE NOW MADE OF DIVORCE; THE CASE SUPPOSED BEING, THAT A MAN PUT AWAY HIS WIFE FOR THE EXPRESS PURPOSE OF MARRYING ANOTHER. HIS WORDS ARE: "WHOSOEVER PUTTETH AWAY HIS WIFE, AND MARRIETH ANOTHER, COMMITTETH ADULTERY; AND WHOSOEVER MARRIETH HER THAT IS PUT AWAY FROM HER HUSBAND, ALSO COMMITTETH ADULTERY,"--"PUT AWAY," THAT IS, FOR THE REASON WHEREFORE A WOMAN OUGHT NOT TO BE DISMISSED, THAT ANOTHER WIFE MAY BE OBTAINED. FOR HE WHO MARRIES A WOMAN WHO IS UNLAWFULLY PUT AWAY IS AS MUCH OF AN ADULTERER AS THE MAN WHO MARRIES ONE WHO IS UN-DIVORCED. PERMANENT IS THE MARRIAGE WHICH IS NOT RIGHTLY DISSOLVED; TO MARRY, THEREFORE, WHILST MATRIMONY IS UNDISSOLVED, IS TO COMMIT ADULTERY. SINCE, THEREFORE, HIS PROHIBITION OF DIVORCE WAS A CONDITIONAL ONE, HE DID NOT PROHIBIT ABSOLUTELY; AND WHAT HE DID NOT ABSOLUTELY FORBID, THAT HE PERMITTED ON SOME OCCASIONS, WHEN THERE IS AN ABSENCE OF THE CAUSE WHY HE GAVE HIS PROHIBITION. IN VERY DEED HIS TEACHING IS NOT CONTRARY TO MOSES, WHOSE PRECEPT HE PARTIALLY DEFENDS, I WILL NOT SAY CONFIRMS. IF, HOWEVER, YOU DENY THAT DIVORCE IS IN ANY WAY PERMITTED BY CHRIST, HOW IS IT THAT YOU ON YOUR SIDE DESTROY MARRIAGE, NOT UNITING MAN AND WOMAN, NOR ADMITTING TO THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM AND OF THE EUCHARIST THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN UNITED IN MARRIAGE ANYWHERE ELSE, UNLESS THEY SHOULD AGREE TOGETHER TO REPUDIATE THE FRUIT OF THEIR MARRIAGE, AND SO THE VERY CREATOR HIMSELF? WELL, THEN, WHAT IS A HUSBAND TO DO IN YOUR SECT, IF HIS WIFE COMMIT ADULTERY? SHALL HE KEEP HER? BUT YOUR OWN APOSTLE, YOU KNOW, DOES NOT PERMIT "THE MEMBERS OF CHRIST TO BE JOINED TO A HARLOT." DIVORCE, THEREFORE, WHEN JUSTLY DESERVED, HAS EVEN IN CHRIST A DEFENDER. SO THAT MOSES FOR THE FUTURE MUST BE CONSIDERED AS BEING CONFIRMED BY HIM, SINCE HE PROHIBITS DIVORCE IN THE SAME SENSE AS CHRIST DOES, IF ANY UNCHASTITY SHOULD OCCUR IN THE WIFE. FOR IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW HE SAYS, "WHOSOEVER SHALL PUT AWAY HIS WIFE, SAVING FOR THE CAUSE OF FORNICATION, CAUSETH HER TO COMMIT ADULTERY." HE ALSO IS DEEMED EQUALLY GUILTY OF ADULTERY, WHO MARRIES A WOMAN PUT AWAY BY HER HUSBAND. THE CREATOR, HOWEVER, EXCEPT ON ACCOUNT OF ADULTERY, DOES NOT PUT ASUNDER WHAT HE HIMSELF JOINED TOGETHER, THE SAME MOSES IN ANOTHER PASSAGE ENACTING THAT HE WHO HAD MARRIED AFTER VIOLENCE TO A DAMSEL, SHOULD THENCEFORTH NOT HAVE IT IN HIS POWER TO PUT AWAY HIS WIFE. NOW, IF A COMPULSORY MARRIAGE CONTRACTED AFTER VIOLENCE SHALL BE PERMANENT, HOW MUCH RATHER SHALL A VOLUNTARY ONE, THE RESULT OF AGREEMENT! THIS HAS THE SANCTION OF THE PROPHET: "THOU SHALT NOT FORSAKE THE WIFE OF THY YOUTH." THUS, YOU HAVE CHRIST FOLLOWING SPONTANEOUSLY THE TRACKS OF THE CREATOR EVERYWHERE, BOTH IN PERMITTING DIVORCE AND IN FOR-BIDDING IT. YOU FIND HIM ALSO PROTECTING MARRIAGE, IN WHATEVER DIRECTION YOU TRY TO ESCAPE. HE PROHIBITS DIVORCE WHEN HE WILL HAVE THE MARRIAGE INVIOLABLE; HE PERMITS DIVORCE WHEN THE MARRIAGE IS SPOTTED WITH UNFAITHFULNESS. YOU SHOULD BLUSH WHEN YOU REFUSE TO UNITE THOSE WHOM EVEN YOUR CHRIST HAS UNITED; AND REPEAT THE BLUSH WHEN YOU DISUNITE THEM WITHOUT THE GOOD REASON WHY YOUR CHRIST WOULD HAVE THEM SEPARATED. I HAVE NOW TO SHOW WHENCE THE LORD DERIVED THIS DECISION OF HIS, AND TO WHAT END HE DIRECTED IT. IT WILL THUS BECOME MORE FULLY EVIDENT THAT HIS OBJECT WAS NOT THE ABOLITION OF THE MOSAIC ORDINANCE BY ANY SUDDENLY DEVISED PROPOSAL OF DIVORCE; BECAUSE IT WAS NOT SUDDENLY PROPOSED, BUT HAD ITS ROOT IN THE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED JOHN. FOR JOHN REPROVED HEROD, BECAUSE HE HAD ILLEGALLY MARRIED THE WIFE OF HIS DECEASED BROTHER, WHO HAD A DAUGHTER BY HER (A UNION WHICH THE LAW PERMITTED ONLY ON THE ONE OCCASION OF THE BROTHER DYING CHILDLESS, WHEN IT EVEN PRESCRIBED SUCH A MARRIAGE, IN ORDER THAT BY HIS OWN BROTHER, AND FROM HIS OWN WIFE, SEED MIGHT BE RECKONED TO THE DECEASED HUSBAND), AND WAS IN CONSEQUENCE CAST INTO PRISON, AND FINALLY, BY THE SAME HEROD, WAS EVEN PUT TO DEATH. THE LORD HAVING THEREFORE MADE MENTION OF JOHN, AND OF COURSE OF THE OCCURRENCE OF HIS DEATH, HURLED HIS CENSURE AGAINST HEROD IN THE FORM OF UNLAWFUL MARRIAGES AND OF ADULTERY, PRONOUNCING AS AN ADULTERER EVEN THE MAN WHO MARRIED A WOMAN THAT HAD BEEN PUT AWAY FROM HER HUSBAND. THIS HE SAID IN ORDER THE MORE SEVERELY TO LOAD HEROD WITH GUILT, WHO HAD TAKEN HIS BROTHER'S WIFE, AFTER SHE HAD BEEN LOOSED FROM HER HUSBAND NOT LESS BY DEATH THAN BY DIVORCE; WHO HAD BEEN IMPELLED THERETO BY HIS LUST, NOT BY THE PRESCRIPTION OF THE (LEVIRATE) LAW--FOR, AS HIS BROTHER HAD LEFT A DAUGHTER, THE MARRIAGE WITH THE WIDOW COULD NOT BE LAWFUL ON THAT VERY ACCOUNT; AND WHO, WHEN THE PROPHET ASSERTED AGAINST HIM THE LAW, HAD THEREFORE PUT HIM TO DEATH. THE REMARKS I HAVE ADVANCED ON THIS CASE WILL BE ALSO OF USE TO ME IN ILLUSTRATING THE SUBSEQUENT PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN TORMENTED IN HELL, AND THE POOR MAN RESTING IN ABRAHAM'S BOSOM. FOR THIS PASSAGE, SO FAR AS ITS LETTER GOES, COMES BEFORE US ABRUPTLY; BUT IF WE REGARD ITS SENSE AND PURPORT, IT NATURALLY FITS IN WITH THE MENTION OF JOHN WICKEDLY SLAIN, AND OF HEROD, WHO HAD BEEN CONDEMNED BY HIM FOR HIS IMPIOUS MARRIAGE. IT SETS FORTH IN BOLD OUTLINE THE END OF BOTH OF THEM, THE "TORMENTS" OF HEROD AND THE "COMFORT" OF JOHN, THAT EVEN NOW HEROD MIGHT HEAR THAT WARNING: "THEY HAVE THERE MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, LET THEM HEAR THEM." MARCION, HOWEVER, VIOLENTLY TURNS THE PASSAGE TO ANOTHER END, AND DECIDES THAT BOTH THE TORMENT AND THE COMFORT ARE RETRIBUTIONS OF THE CREATOR RESERVED IN THE NEXT LIFE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE OBEYED THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS; WHILST HE DEFINES THE HEAVENLY BOSOM AND HARBOR TO BELONG TO CHRIST AND HIS OWN GOD. OUR ANSWER TO THIS IS, THAT THE SCRIPTURE ITSELF WHICH DAZZLES HIS SIGHT EXPRESSLY DISTINGUISHES BETWEEN ABRAHAM'S BOSOM, WHERE THE POOR MAN DWELLS, AND THE INFERNAL PLACE OF TORMENT. "HELL" (I TAKE IT) MEANS ONE THING, AND "ABRAHAM'S BOSOM" ANOTHER. "A GREAT GULF." IS SAID TO SEPARATE THOSE REGIONS, AND TO HINDER A PASSAGE FROM ONE TO THE OTHER. BESIDES, THE RICH MAN COULD NOT HAVE "LIFTED UP HIS EYES," AND FROM A DISTANCE TOO, EXCEPT TO A SUPERIOR HEIGHT, AND FROM THE SAID DISTANCE ALL UP THROUGH THE VAST IMMENSITY OF HEIGHT AND DEPTH. IT MUST THEREFORE BE EVIDENT TO EVERY MAN OF INTELLIGENCE WHO HAS EVER HEARD OF THE ELYSIAN FIELDS, THAT THERE IS SOME DETERMINATE PLACE CALLED ABRAHAM'S BOSOM, AND THAT IT IS DESIGNED FOR THE RECEPTION OF THE SOULS OF ABRAHAM'S CHILDREN, EVEN FROM AMONG THE GENTILES (SINCE HE IS "THE FATHER OF MANY NATIONS," WHICH MUST BE CLASSED AMONGST HIS FAMILY), AND OF THE SAME FAITH AS THAT WHEREWITHAL HE HIMSELF BELIEVED GOD, WITHOUT THE YOKE OF THE LAW AND THE SIGN OF CIRCUMCISION. THIS REGION, THEREFORE, I CALL ABRAHAM'S BOSOM. ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT IN HEAVEN, IT IS YET HIGHER THAN HELL, AND IS APPOINTED TO AFFORD AN INTERVAL OF REST TO THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF ALL THINGS SHALL COMPLETE THE RESURRECTION OF ALL MEN WITH THE "FULL RECOMPENSE OF THEIR REWARD." THIS CONSUMMATION WILL THEN BE MANIFESTED IN HEAVENLY PROMISES, WHICH MARCION, HOWEVER, CLAIMS FOR HIS OWN GOD, JUST AS IF THE CREATOR HAD NEVER ANNOUNCED THEM. AMOS, HOWEVER, TELLS US OF "THOSE STORIES TOWARDS HEAVEN" WHICH CHRIST "BUILDS"--OF COURSE FOR HIS PEOPLE. THERE ALSO IS THAT EVERLASTING ABODE OF WHICH ISAIAH ASKS, "WHO SHALL DECLARE UNTO YOU THE ETERNAL PLACE, BUT HE (THAT IS, OF COURSE, CHRIST) WHO WALKETH IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, SPEAKETH OF THE STRAIGHT PATH, HATETH INJUSTICE AND INIQUITY?" NOW, ALTHOUGH THIS EVERLASTING ABODE IS PROMISED, AND THE ASCENDING STORIES (OR STEPS) TO HEAVEN ARE BUILT BY THE CREATOR, WHO FURTHER PROMISES THAT THE SEED OF ABRAHAM SHALL BE EVEN AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN, BY VIRTUE CERTAINLY OF THE HEAVENLY PROMISE, WHY MAY IT NOT BE POSSIBLE, WITHOUT ANY INJURY TO THAT PROMISE, THAT BY ABRAHAM'S BOSOM IS MEANT SOME TEMPORARY RECEPTACLE OF FAITHFUL SOULS, WHEREIN IS EVEN NOW DELINEATED AN IMAGE OF THE FUTURE, AND WHERE IS GIVEN SOME FORESIGHT OF THE GLORY OF BOTH JUDGMENTS? IF SO, YOU HAVE HERE, O HERETICS, DURING YOUR PRESENT LIFETIME, A WARNING THAT MOSES AND THE PROPHETS DECLARE ONE ONLY GOD, THE CREATOR, AND HIS ONLY CHRIST, AND HOW THAT BOTH AWARDS OF EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT AND ETERNAL SALVATION REST WITH HIM, THE ONE ONLY GOD, WHO KILLS AND WHO MAKES ALIVE. WELL, BUT THE ADMONITION, SAYS MARCION, OF OUR GOD FROM HEAVEN HAS COMMANDED US NOT TO HEAR MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, BUT CHRIST; HEAR HIM IS THE COMMAND. THIS IS TRUE ENOUGH. FOR THE APOSTLES HAD BY THAT TIME SUFFICIENTLY HEARD MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, FOR THEY HAD FOLLOWED CHRIST, BEING PERSUADED BY MOSES AND THE PROPHETS. FOR EVEN PETER WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO SAY, "THOU ART THE CHRIST," UNLESS HE HAD BEFOREHAND HEARD AND BELIEVED MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, BY WHOM ALONE CHRIST HAD BEEN HITHERTO ANNOUNCED. THEIR FAITH, INDEED, HAD DESERVED THIS CONFIRMATION BY SUCH A VOICE FROM HEAVEN AS SHOULD BID THEM HEAR HIM, WHOM THEY HAD RECOGNIZED AS PREACHING PEACE, ANNOUNCING GLAD TIDINGS, PROMISING AN EVERLASTING ABODE, BUILDING FOR THEM STEPS UPWARDS INTO HEAVEN. DOWN IN HELL, HOWEVER, IT WAS SAID CONCERNING THEM: "THEY HAVE MOSES AND THE PROPHETS; LET THEM HEAR THEM!"--EVENT HOSE WHO DID NOT BELIEVE THEM OR AT LEAST DID NOT SINCERELY BELIEVE THAT AFTER DEATH THERE WERE PUNISHMENTS FOR THE ARROGANCE OF WEALTH AND THE GLORY OF LUXURY, ANNOUNCED INDEED BY MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, BUT DECREED BY THAT GOD, WHO DEPOSES PRINCES FROM THEIR THRONES, AND RAISETH UP THE POOR FROM DUNGHILLS. SINCE, THEREFORE, IT IS QUITE CONSISTENT IN THE CREATOR TO PRONOUNCE DIFFERENT SENTENCES IN THE TWO DIRECTIONS OF REWARD AND PUNISHMENT, WE SHALL HAVE TO CONCLUDE THAT THERE IS HERE NO DIVERSITY OF GODS, BUT ONLY A DIFFERENCE IN THE ACTUAL MATTERS BEFORE US. 
CHAP. XXXV.--THE JUDICIAL SEVERITY OF CHRIST AND THE TENDERNESS OF THE CREATOR, ASSERTED IN CONTRADICTION TO MARCION. THE CURE OF THE TEN LEPERS. OLD TESTAMENT ANALOGIES. THE KINGDOM OF GOD WITHIN YOU; THIS TEACHING SIMILAR TO THAT OF MOSES. CHRIST, THE STONE REJECTED BY THE BUILDERS. INDICATIONS OF SEVERITY IN THE COMING OF CHRIST. PROOFS THAT HE IS NOT THE IMPASSIBLE BEING MARCION IMAGINED. 
THEN, TURNING TO HIS DISCIPLES, HE SAYS: "WOE UNTO HIM THROUGH WHOM OFFENCES COME! IT WAS BETTER FOR HIM IF HE HAD NOT BEEN BORN, OR IF A MILLSTONE WERE HANGED ABOUT HIS NECK AND HE WERE CAST INTO THE SEA, THAN THAT HE SHOULD OFFEND ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES," THAT IS, ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES. JUDGE, THEN, WHAT THE SORT OF PUNISHMENT IS WHICH HE SO SEVERELY THREATENS. FOR IT IS NO STRANGER WHO IS TO AVENGE THE OFFENCE DONE TO HIS DISCIPLES. RECOGNIZE ALSO IN HIM THE JUDGE, AND ONE TOO, WHO EXPRESSES HIMSELF ON THE SAFETY OF HIS FOLLOWERS WITH THE SAME TENDERNESS AS THAT WHICH THE CREATOR LONG AGO EXHIBITED: "HE THAT TOUCHETH YOU TOUCHETH THE APPLE OF MY EYE." SUCH IDENTITY OF CARE PROCEEDS FROM ONE AND THE SAME BEING. A TRESPASSING BROTHER HE WILL HAVE REBUKED. IF ONE FAILED IN THIS DUTY OF REPROOF, HE IN FACT SINNED, EITHER BECAUSE OUT OF HATRED HE WISHED HIS BROTHER TO CONTINUE IN SIN, OR ELSE SPARED HIM FROM MISTAKEN FRIENDSHIP, ALTHOUGH POSSESSING THE INJUNCTION IN LEVITICUS: "THOU SHALT NOT HATE THY BROTHER IN THINE HEART; THY NEIGHBOR THOU SHALT SERIOUSLY REBUKE, AND ON HIS ACCOUNT SHALT NOT CONTRACT SIN." NOR IS IT TO BE WONDERED AT, IF HE THUS TEACHES WHO FORBIDS YOUR REFUSING TO BRING BACK EVEN YOUR BROTHER'S CATTLE, IF YOU FIND THEM ASTRAY IN THE ROAD; MUCH MORE SHOULD YOU BRING BACK YOUR ERRING BROTHER TO HIMSELF. HE COMMANDS YOU TO FORGIVE YOUR BROTHER, SHOULD HE TRESPASS AGAINST YOU EVEN "SEVEN TIMES." BUT THAT SURELY, IS A SMALL MATTER; FOR WITH THE CREATOR THERE IS A LARGER GRACE, WHEN HE SETS NO LIMITS TO FORGIVENESS, INDEFINITELY CHARGING YOU "NOT TO BEAR ANY MALICE AGAINST YOUR BROTHER," AND TO GIVE NOT MERELY TO HIM WHO ASKS, BUT EVEN TO HIM WHO DOES NOT ASK. FOR HIS WILL IS, NOT THAT YOU SHOULD FORGIVE AN OFFENCE, BUT FORGET IT. THE LAW ABOUT LEPERS HAD A PROFOUND MEANING AS RESPECTS THE FORMS OF THE DISEASE ITSELF, AND OF THE INSPECTION BY THE HIGH PRIEST. THE INTERPRETATION OF THIS SENSE IT WILL BE OUR TASK TO ASCERTAIN. MARCION'S LABOR, HOWEVER, IS TO OBJECT TO US THE STRICTNESS OF THE LAW, WITH THE VIEW OF MAINTAINING THAT HERE ALSO CHRIST IS ITS ENEMY--FORESTALLING ITS ENACTMENTS EVEN IN HIS CURE OF THE TEN LEPERS. THESE HE SIMPLY COMMANDED TO SHOW THEMSELVES TO THE PRIEST; "AND AS THEY WENT, HE CLEANSED THEM"--WITHOUT A TOUCH, AND WITHOUT A WORD, BY HIS SILENT POWER AND SIMPLE WILL. WELL, BUT WHAT NECESSITY WAS THERE FOR CHRIST, WHO HAD BEEN ONCE FOR ALL ANNOUNCED AS THE HEALER OF OUR SICKNESSES AND SINS, AND HAD PROVED HIMSELF SUCH BY HIS ACTS, TO BUSY HIMSELF WITH INQUIRIES INTO THE QUALITIES AND DETAILS OF CURES; OR FOR THE CREATOR TO BE SUMMONED TO THE SCRUTINY OF THE LAW IN THE PERSON OF CHRIST? IF ANY PAN OF THIS HEALING WAS EFFECTED BY HIM IN A WAY DIFFERENT FROM THE LAW, HE YET HIMSELF DID IT TO PERFECTION; FOR SURELY THE LORD MAY BY HIMSELF, OR BY HIS SON, PRODUCE AFTER ONE MANNER, AND AFTER ANOTHER MANNER BY HIS SERVANTS THE PROPHETS, THOSE PROOFS OF HIS POWER AND MIGHT ESPECIALLY, WHICH (AS EXCELLING IN GLORY AND STRENGTH, BECAUSE THEY ARE HIS OWN ACTS) RIGHTLY ENOUGH LEAVE IN THE DISTANCE BEHIND THEM THE WORKS WHICH ARE DONE BY HIS SERVANTS. BUT ENOUGH HAS BEEN ALREADY SAID ON THIS POINT IN A FORMER PASSAGE. NOW, ALTHOUGH HE SAID IN A PRECEDING CHAPTER, THAT "THERE WERE MANY LEPERS IN ISRAEL IN THE DAYS OF ELISEUS THE PROPHET, AND NONE OF THEM WAS CLEANSED SAVING NAAMAN THE SYRIAN," YET OF COURSE THE MERE NUMBER PROVES NOTHING TOWARDS A DIFFERENCE IN THE GODS, AS TENDING TO THE ABASEMENT OF THE CREATOR IN CURING ONLY ONE, AND THE PRE-EMINENCE OF HIM WHO HEALED TEN. FOR WHO CAN DOUBT THAT MANY MIGHT HAVE BEEN CURED BY HIM WHO CURED ONE MORE EASILY THAN TEN BY HIM WHO HAD NEVER HEALED ONE BEFORE? BUT HIS MAIN PURPOSE IN THIS DECLARATION WAS TO STRIKE AT THE UNBELIEF OR THE PRIDE OF ISRAEL, IN THAT (ALTHOUGH THERE WERE MANY LEPERS AMONGST THEM, AND A PROPHET WAS NOT WANTING TO THEM) NOT ONE HAD BEEN MOVED EVEN BY SO CONSPICUOUS AN EXAMPLE TO BETAKE HIMSELF TO GOD WHO WAS WORKING IN HIS PROPHETS. FORASMUCH, THEN, AS HE WAS HIMSELF THE VERITABLE HIGH PRIEST OF GOD THE FATHER, HE INSPECTED THEM ACCORDING TO THE HIDDEN PURPORT OF THE LAW, WHICH SIGNIFIED THAT CHRIST WAS THE TRUE DISTINGUISHER AND EXTINGUISHER OF THE DEFILEMENTS OF MANKIND. HOWEVER, WHAT WAS OBVIOUSLY REQUIRED BY THE LAW HE COMMANDED SHOULD BE DONE: "GO," SAID HE, "SHOW YOURSELVES TO THE PRIESTS." YET WHY THIS, IF HE MEANT TO CLEANSE THEM FIRST? WAS IT AS A DESPISER OF THE LAW, IN ORDER TO PROVE TO THEM THAT, HAVING BEEN CURED ALREADY ON THE ROAD, THE LAW WAS NOW NOTHING TO THEM, NOR EVEN THE PRIESTS? WELL, THE MATTER MUST OF COURSE PASS AS ITS BEST MAY, IF ANYBODY SUPPOSES THAT CHRIST HAD SUCH VIEWS AS THESE! BUT THERE ARE CERTAINLY BETTER INTERPRETATIONS TO BE FOUND OF THE PASSAGE, AND MORE DESERVING OF BELIEF: HOW THAT THEY WERE CLEANSED ON THIS ACCOUNT, BECAUSE THEY WERE OBEDIENT, AND WENT AS THE LAW REQUIRED, WHEN THEY WERE COMMANDED TO GO TO THE PRIESTS; AND IT IS NOT TO BE BELIEVED THAT PERSONS WHO OBSERVED THE LAW COULD HAVE FOUND A CURE FROM A GOD THAT WAS DESTROYING THE LAW. WHY, HOWEVER, DID HE NOT GIVE SUCH A COMMAND TO THE LEPER WHO FIRST RETURNED? BECAUSE ELISHA DID NOT IN THE CASE OF NAAMAN THE SYRIAN, AND YET WAS NOT ON THAT ACCOUNT LESS THE CREATOR'S AGENT? THIS IS A SUFFICIENT ANSWER. BUT THE BELIEVER KNOWS THAT THERE IS A PRO-FOUNDER REASON. CONSIDER, THEREFORE, THE TRUE MOTIVES. THE MIRACLE WAS PERFORMED IN THE DISTRICT OF SAMARIA, TO WHICH COUNTRY ALSO BELONGED ONE OF THE LEPERS. SAMARIA, HOWEVER, HAD REVOLTED FROM ISRAEL, CARRYING WITH IT THE DISAFFECTED NINE TRIBES, WHICH, HAVING BEEN ALIENATED BY THE PROPHET AHIJAH, JEROBOAM SETTLED IN SAMARIA. BESIDES, THE SAMARITANS WERE ALWAYS PLEASED WITH THE MOUNTAINS AND THE WELLS OF THEIR ANCESTORS. THUS, IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA, WHEN CONVERSING WITH THE LORD AT THE WELL, SAYS, "NO DOUBT THOU ART GREATER," ETC.; AND AGAIN, "OUR FATHERS WORSHIPPED IN THIS MOUNTAIN; BUT YE SAY, THAT IN JERUSALEM IS THE PLACE WHERE MEN OUGHT TO WORSHIP." ACCORDINGLY, HE WHO SAID, "WOE UNTO THEM THAT TRUST IN THE MOUNTAIN OF SAMARIA," VOUCHSAFING NOW TO RESTORE THAT VERY REGION, PURPOSELY REQUESTS THE MEN "TO GO AND SHOW THEMSELVES TO THE PRIESTS," BECAUSE THESE WERE TO BE FOUND ONLY THERE WHERE THE TEMPLE WAS; SUBMITTING THE SAMARITAN TO THE JEW, INASMUCH AS "SALVATION WAS OF THE JEWS," WHETHER TO THE ISRAELITE OR THE SAMARITAN. TO THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, INDEED, WHOLLY APPERTAINED THE PROMISED CHRIST, IN ORDER THAT MEN MIGHT KNOW THAT AT JERUSALEM WERE BOTH THE PRIESTS AND THE TEMPLE; THAT THERE ALSO WAS THE WOMB OF RELIGION, AND ITS LIVING FOUNTAIN, NOT ITS MERE "WELL." SEEING, THEREFORE, THAT THEY RECOGNIZED THE TRUTH THAT AT JERUSALEM THE LAW WAS TO BE FULFILLED, HE HEALED THEM. WHOSE SALVATION WAS TO COME OF FAITH WITHOUT THE CEREMONY OF THE LAW. WHENCE ALSO, ASTONISHED THAT ONE ONLY OUT OF THE TEN WAS THANKFUL FOR HIS RELEASE TO THE DIVINE GRACE, HE DOES NOT COMMAND HIM TO OFFER A GIFT ACCORDING TO THE LAW, BECAUSE HE HAD ALREADY PAID HIS TRIBUTE OF GRATITUDE WHEN "HE GLORIFIED GOD; FOR THUS DID THE LORD WILL THAT THE LAW'S REQUIREMENT SHOULD BE INTERPRETED. AND YET WHO WAS THE GOD TO WHOM THE SAMARITAN GAVE THANKS, BECAUSE THUS FAR NOT EVEN HAD AN ISRAELITE HEARD OF ANOTHER GOD? WHO ELSE BUT HE BY WHOM ALL HAD HITHERTO BEEN HEALED THROUGH CHRIST? AND THEREFORE, IT WAS SAID TO HIM, "THY FAITH HATH MADE THEE WHOLE," BECAUSE HE HAD DISCOVERED THAT IT WAS HIS DUTY TO RENDER THE TRUE OBLATION TO ALMIGHTY GOD--EVEN THANKSGIVING--IN HIS TRUE TEMPLE, AND BEFORE HIS TRUE HIGH PRIEST JESUS CHRIST. BUT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE EITHER THAT THE PHARISEES SHOULD SEEM TO HAVE INQUIRED OF THE LORD ABOUT THE COMING OF THE KINGDOM OF THE RIVAL GOD, WHEN NO OTHER GOD HAS EVER YET BEEN ANNOUNCED BY CHRIST; OR THAT HE SHOULD HAVE ANSWERED THEM CONCERNING THE KINGDOM OF ANY OTHER GOD THAN HIM OF WHOM THEY WERE IN THE HABIT OF ASKING HIM. "THE KINGDOM OF GOD," HE SAYS, "COMETH NOT WITH OBSERVATION; NEITHER DO THEY SAY, LA HERE! OR, LO THERE! FOR, BEHOLD, THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS WITHIN YOU." NOW, WHO WILL NOT INTERPRET THE WORDS "WITHIN YOU" TO MEAN IN YOUR HAND, WITHIN YOUR POWER, IF YOU HEAR, AND DO THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD? IF, HOWEVER, THE KINGDOM OF GOD LIES IN HIS COMMANDMENT, SET BEFORE YOUR MIND MOSES ON THE OTHER SIDE, ACCORDING TO OUR ANTITHESES, AND YOU WILL FIND THE SELF-SAME VIEW OF THE CASE. "THE COMMANDMENT IS NOT A LOFTY ONE, NEITHER IS IT FAR OFF FROM THEE. IT IS NOT IN HEAVEN, THAT THOU SHOULDEST SAY, 'WHO SHALL GO UP FOR US TO HEAVEN, AND BRING IT UNTO US, THAT WE MAY HEAR IT, AND DO IT?' NOR IS IT BEYOND THE SEA, THAT THOU SHOULDEST SAY, 'WHO SHALL GO OVER THE SEA FOR US, AND BRING IT UNTO US, THAT WE MAY HEAR IT, AND DO IT?' BUT THE WORD IS VERY NIGH UNTO THEE, IN THY MOUTH, AND IN THY HEART, AND IN THY HANDS, TO DO IT." THIS MEANS, "NEITHER IN THIS PLACE NOR THAT PLACE IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD; FOR, BEHOLD, IT IS WITHIN YOU." AND IF THE HERETICS, IN THEIR AUDACITY, SHOULD CONTEND THAT THE LORD DID NOT GIVE AN ANSWER ABOUT HIS OWN KINGDOM, BUT ONLY ABOUT THE CREATOR'S KINGDOM, CONCERNING WHICH THEY HAD INQUIRED, THEN THE FOLLOWING WORDS ARE AGAINST THEM. FOR HE TELLS THEM THAT "THE SON OF MAN MUST SUFFER MANY THINGS, AND BE REJECTED," BEFORE HIS COMING, AT WHICH HIS KINGDOM WILL BE REALLY REVEALED. IN THIS STATEMENT HE SHOWS THAT IT WAS HIS OWN KINGDOM WHICH HIS ANSWER TO THEM HAD CONTEMPLATED, AND WHICH WAS NOW AWAITING HIS OWN SUFFERINGS AND REJECTION. BUT HAVING TO BE REJECTED AND AFTERWARDS TO BE ACKNOWLEDGED, AND TAKEN UP AND GLORIFIED, HE BORROWED THE VERY WORD "REJECTED" FROM THE PASSAGE, WHERE, UNDER THE FIGURE OF A STONE, HIS TWOFOLD MANIFESTATION WAS CELEBRATED BY DAVID--THE FIRST IN REJECTION, THE SECOND IN HONOR: "THE STONE," SAYS HE, "WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, IS BECOME THE HEAD-STONE OF THE CORNER. THIS IS THE LORD'S DOING." NOW IT WOULD BE IDLE, IF WE BELIEVED THAT GOD HAD PREDICTED THE HUMILIATION, OR EVEN THE GLORY, OF ANY CHRIST AT ALL, THAT HE COULD HAVE SIGNED HIS PROPHECY FOR ANY BUT HIM WHOM HE HAD FORETOLD UNDER THE FIGURE OF A STONE, AND A ROCK, AND A MOUNTAIN. IF, HOWEVER, HE SPEAKS OF HIS OWN COMING, WHY DOES HE COMPARE IT WITH THE DAYS OF NOE AND OF LOT, WHICH WERE DARK AND TERRIBLE--A MILD AND GENTLE GOD AS HE IS? WHY DOES HE BID US "REMEMBER LOT'S WIFE," WHO DESPISED THE CREATOR'S COMMAND, AND WAS PUNISHED FOR HER CONTEMPT, IF HE DOES NOT COME WITH JUDGMENT TO AVENGE THE INFRACTION OF HIS PRECEPTS? IF HE REALLY DOES PUNISH, LIKE THE CREATOR, IF HE IS MY JUDGE, HE OUGHT NOT TO HAVE ADDUCED EXAMPLES FOR THE PURPOSE OF INSTRUCTING ME FROM HIM WHOM HE YET DESTROYS, THAT HE MIGHT NOT SEEM TO BE MY INSTRUCTOR. BUT IF HE DOES NOT EVEN HERE SPEAK OF HIS OWN COMING, BUT OF THE COMING OF THE HEBREW CHRIST, LET US STILL WAIT IN EXPECTATION THAT HE WILL VOUCHSAFE TO US SOME PROPHECY OF HIS OWN ADVENT; MEANWHILE WE WILL CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT HE IS NONE OTHER THAN HE WHOM HE REMINDS US OF IN EVERY PASSAGE. 
CHAP. XXXVI.--THE PARABLES OF THE IMPORTUNATE WIDOW, AND OF THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN. CHRIST'S ANSWER TO THE RICH RULER, THE CURE OF THE BLIND MAN. HIS SALUTATION--SON OF DAVID. ALL PROOFS OF CHRIST'S RELATION TO THE CREATOR, MARCION'S ANTITHESIS BETWEEN DAVID AND CHRIST CONFUTED. 
WHEN HE RECOMMENDS PERSEVERANCE AND EARNESTNESS IN PRAYER, HE SETS BEFORE US THE PARABLE OF THE JUDGE WHO WAS COMPELLED TO LISTEN TO THE WIDOW, OWING TO THE EARNESTNESS AND IMPORTUNITY OF HER REQUESTS. HE SHOWS US THAT IT IS GOD THE JUDGE WHOM WE MUST IMPORTUNE WITH PRAYER, AND NOT HIMSELF, IF HE IS NOT HIMSELF THE JUDGE. BUT HE ADDED, THAT "GOD WOULD AVENGE HIS OWN ELECT." SINCE, THEN, HE WHO JUDGES WILL ALSO HIMSELF BE THE AVENGER, HE PROVED THAT THE CREATOR IS ON THAT ACCOUNT THE SPECIALLY GOOD GOD, WHOM HE REPRESENTED AS THE AVENGER OF HIS OWN ELECT, WHO CRY DAY AND NIGHT TO HIM, AND YET, WHEN HE INTRODUCES TO OUR VIEW THE CREATOR'S TEMPLE, AND DESCRIBES TWO MEN WORSHIPPING THEREIN WITH DIVERSE FEELINGS--THE PHARISEE IN PRIDE, THE PUBLICAN IN HUMILITY--AND SHOWS US HOW THEY ACCORDINGLY WENT DOWN TO THEIR HOMES, ONE REJECTED, THE OTHER JUSTIFIED, HE SURELY, BY THUS TEACHING US THE PROPER DISCIPLINE OF PRAYER, HAS DETERMINED THAT THAT GOD MUST BE PRAYED TO FROM WHOM MEN WERE TO RECEIVE THIS DISCIPLINE OF PRAYER --WHETHER CONDEMNATORY OF PRIDE, OR JUSTIFYING IN HUMILITY. I DO NOT FIND FROM CHRIST ANY TEMPLE, ANY SUPPLIANTS, ANY SENTENCE (OF APPROVAL OR CONDEMNATION) BELONGING TO ANY OTHER GOD THAN THE CREATOR. HIM DOES HE ENJOIN US TO WORSHIP IN HUMILITY, AS THE LIFTER-UP OF THE HUMBLE, NOT IN PRIDE, BECAUSE HE BRINGS DOWN THE PROUD. WHAT OTHER GOD HAS HE MANIFESTED TO ME TO RECEIVE MY SUPPLICATIONS? WITH WHAT FORMULA OF WORSHIP, WITH WHAT HOPE (SHALL I APPROACH HIM?) I TROW, NONE. FOR THE PRAYER WHICH HE HAS TAUGHT US SUITS, AS WE HAVE PROVED, NONE BUT THE CREATOR. IT IS, OF COURSE, ANOTHER MATTER IF HE DOES NOT WISH TO BE PRAYED TO, BECAUSE HE IS THE SUPREMELY AND SPONTANEOUSLY GOOD GOD! BUT WHO IS THIS GOOD GOD? THERE IS, HE SAYS, "NONE BUT ONE." IT IS NOT AS IF HE HAD SHOWN US THAT ONE OF TWO GODS, WAS THE SUPREMELY GOOD; BUT HE EXPRESSLY ASSERTS THAT THERE IS ONE ONLY GOOD GOD, WHO IS THE ONLY GOOD, BECAUSE HE IS THE ONLY GOD. NOW, UNDOUBTEDLY, HE IS THE GOOD GOD WHO "SENDETH RAIN ON THE JUST AND ON THE UNJUST, AND MAKETH HIS SUN TO RISE ON THE EVIL AND ON THE GOOD", SUSTAINING AND NOURISHING AND ASSISTING EVEN MARCIONITES THEMSELVES! WHEN AFTERWARDS "A CERTAIN MAN ASKED HIM, 'GOOD MASTER, WHAT SHALL I DO TO INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE?'" (JESUS) INQUIRED WHETHER HE KNEW (THAT IS, IN OTHER WORDS, WHETHER HE KEPT) THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE CREATOR, IN ORDER TO TESTIFY THAT IT WAS BY THE CREATOR'S PRECEPTS THAT ETERNAL LIFE IS ACQUIRED. THEN, WHEN HE AFFIRMED THAT FROM HIS YOUTH UP, HE HAD KEPT ALL THE PRINCIPAL COMMANDMENTS, L (JESUS) SAID TO HIM: "ONE THING THOU YET LACKEST: SELL ALL THAT THOU HAST, AND GIVE TO THE POOR, AND THOU SHALT HAVE TREASURE IN HEAVEN; AND COME, FOLLOW ME." WELL NOW, MARCION, AND ALL YE WHO ARE COMPANIONS IN MISERY, AND ASSOCIATES IN HATRED WITH THAT HERETIC, WHAT WILL YOU DARE SAY TO THIS? DID CHRIST RESCIND THE FORE-MENTIONED COMMANDMENTS: "DO NOT KILL, DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, HONOR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER?" OR DID HE BOTH KEEP THEM, AND THEN ADD WHAT WAS WANTING TO THEM? THIS VERY PRECEPT, HOWEVER, ABOUT GIVING TO THE POOR, WAS VERY LARGELY DIFFUSED THROUGH THE PAGES OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. THIS VAINGLORIOUS OBSERVER OF THE COMMANDMENTS WAS THEREFORE CONVICTED OF HOLDING MONEY IN MUCH HIGHER ESTIMATION (THAN CHARITY). THIS VERITY OF THE GOSPEL THEN STANDS UNIMPAIRED: "I AM NOT COME TO DESTROY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, BUT RATHER TO FULFIL THEM." HE ALSO DISSIPATED OTHER DOUBTS, WHEN HE DECLARED THAT THE NAME OF GOD AND OF THE GOOD BELONGED TO ONE AND THE SAME BEING, AT WHOSE DISPOSAL WERE ALSO THE EVERLASTING LIFE AND THE TREASURE IN HEAVEN AND HIMSELF TOO--WHOSE COMMANDMENTS HE BOTH MAINTAINED AND AUGMENTED WITH HIS OWN SUPPLEMENTARY PRECEPTS. HE MAY LIKEWISE BE DISCOVERED IN THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE OF MICAH, SAYING: "HE HATH SHOWED THEE, O MAN, WHAT IS GOOD; AND WHAT DOTH THE LORD REQUIRE OF THEE, BUT TO DO JUSTLY, AND TO LOVE MERCY, AND TO BE READY TO FOLLOW THE LORD THY GOD?" NOW CHRIST IS THE MAN WHO TELLS US WHAT IS GOOD, EVEN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LAW. "THOU KNOWEST," SAYS HE, "THE COMMANDMENTS." "TO DO JUSTLY"--"SELL ALL THAT THOU HAST;" "TO LOVE MERCY"--"GIVE TO THE POOR:" "AND TO BE READY TO WALK WITH GOD"--"AND COME," SAYS HE, "FOLLOW ME." THE JEWISH NATION WAS FROM ITS BEGINNING SO CAREFULLY DIVIDED INTO TRIBES AND CLANS, AND FAMILIES AND HOUSES, THAT NO MAN COULD VERY WELL HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF HIS DESCENT--EVEN FROM THE RECENT ASSESSMENTS OF AUGUSTUS, WHICH WERE STILL PROBABLY EXTANT AT THIS TIME. BUT THE JESUS OF MARCION (ALTHOUGH THERE COULD BE NO DOUBT OF A PERSON'S HAVING BEEN BORN, WHO WAS SEEN TO BE A MAN), AS BEING UNBORN, COULD NOT, OF COURSE, HAVE POSSESSED ANY PUBLIC TESTIMONIAL OF HIS DESCENT, BUT WAS TO BE REGARDED AS ONE OF THAT OBSCURE CLASS OF WHOM NOTHING WAS IN ANY WAY KNOWN. WHY THEN DID THE BLIND MAN, ON HEARING THAT HE WAS PASSING BY, EXCLAIM, "JESUS, THOU SON OF DAVID, HAVE MERCY ON ME?" UNLESS HE WAS CONSIDERED, IN NO UNCERTAIN MANNER, TO BE THE SON OF DAVID (IN OTHER WORDS, TO BELONG TO DAVID'S FAMILY) THROUGH HIS MOTHER AND HIS BRETHREN, WHO AT SOME TIME OR OTHER HAD BEEN MADE KNOWN TO HIM BY PUBLIC NOTORIETY? "THOSE, HOWEVER, WHO WENT BEFORE REBUKED THE BLIND MAN, THAT HE SHOULD HOLD HIS PEACE." AND PROPERLY ENOUGH; BECAUSE HE WAS VERY NOISY, NOT BECAUSE HE WAS WRONG ABOUT THE SON OF DAVID ELSE YOU MUST SHOW ME, THAT THOSE WHO REBUKED HIM WERE AWARE THAT JESUS WAS NOT THE SON OF DAVID, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY BE SUPPOSED TO HAVE HAD THIS REASON FOR IMPOSING SILENCE ON THE BLIND MAN. BUT EVEN IF YOU COULD SHOW ME THIS, STILL (THE BLIND MAN) WOULD MORE READILY HAVE PRESUMED THAT THEY WERE IGNORANT, THAN THAT THE LORD COULD POSSIBLY HAVE PERMITTED AN UNTRUE EXCLAMATION ABOUT HIMSELF. BUT THE LORD "STOOD PATIENT." YES; BUT NOT AS CONFIRMING THE ERROR, FOR, ON THE CONTRARY, HE RATHER DISPLAYED THE CREATOR. SURELY, HE COULD NOT HAVE FIRST REMOVED THIS MAN'S BLINDNESS, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT AFTERWARDS CEASE TO REGARD HIM AS THE SON OF DAVID! HOWEVER, THAT YOU MAY NOT SLANDER HIS PATIENCE, NOR FASTEN ON HIM ANY CHARGE OF DISSIMULATION, NOR DENY HIM TO BE THE SON OF DAVID, HE VERY POINTEDLY CONFIRMED THE EXCLAMATION OF THE BLIND MAN--BOTH BY THE ACTUAL GIFT OF HEALING, AND BY BEARING TESTIMONY TO HIS FAITH: "THY FAITH," SAY CHRIST, "HATH MADE THEE WHOLE." WHAT WOULD YOU HAVE THE BLIND MAN'S FAITH TO HAVE BEEN? THAT JESUS WAS DESCENDED FROM THAT (ALIEN) GOD (OF MARCION), TO SUBVERT THE CREATOR AND OVERTHROW THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS? THAT HE WAS NOT THE DESTINED OFFSHOOT FROM THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND THE FRUIT OF DAVID'S LOINS, THE RESTORER ALSO OF THE BLIND? BUT I APPREHEND THERE WERE AT THAT TIME NO SUCH STONE-BLIND PERSONS AS MARCION, THAT AN OPINION LIKE THIS COULD HAVE CONSTITUTED THE FAITH OF THE BLIND MAN, AND HAVE INDUCED HIM TO CONFIDE IN THE MERE NAMED OF JESUS, THE SON OF DAVID. HE, WHO KNEW ALL THIS OF HIMSELF, AND WISHED OTHERS TO KNOW IT ALSO, ENDOWED THE FAITH OF THIS MAN--ALTHOUGH IT WAS ALREADY GIFTED WITH A BETTER SIGHT, AND ALTHOUGH IT WAS IN POSSESSION OF THE TRUE LIGHT--WITH THE EXTERNAL VISION LIKEWISE, IN ORDER THAT WE TOO MIGHT LEARN THE RULE OF FAITH, AND AT THE SAME TIME FIND ITS RECOMPENSE. WHOSOEVER WISHES TO SEE JESUS THE SON OF DAVID MUST BELIEVE IN HIM; THROUGH THE VIRGIN'S BIRTH. HE WHO WILL NOT BELIEVE THIS WILL NOT HEAR FROM HIM THE SALUTATION, "THY FAITH HATH SAVED THEE." AND SO, HE WILL REMAIN BLIND, FALLING INTO ANTITHESIS AFTER ANTITHESIS, WHICH MUTUALLY DESTROY EACH OTHER, JUST AS "THE BLIND MAN LEADS THE BLIND DOWN INTO THE DITCH." FOR (HERE IS ONE OF MARCION'S ANTITHESES): WHEREAS DAVID IN OLD TIME, IN THE CAPTURE OF SION, WAS OFFENDED BY THE BLIND WHO OPPOSED HIS ADMISSION (INTO THE STRONGHOLD)--IN WHICH RESPECT (I SHOULD RATHER SAY) THAT THEY WERE A TYPE OF PEOPLE EQUALLY BLIND, WHO IN AFTER-TIMES WOULD NOT ADMIT CHRIST TO BE THE SON OF DAVID--SO, ON THE CONTRARY, CHRIST SUCCORED THE BLIND MAN, TO SHOW BY THIS ACT THAT HE WAS NOT DAVID'S SON, AND HOW DIFFERENT IN DISPOSITION HE WAS, KIND TO THE BLIND, WHILE DAVID ORDERED THEM TO BE SLAIN. IF ALL THIS WERE SO, WHY DID MARCION ALLEGE THAT THE BLIND MAN'S FAITH WAS OF SO WORTHLESS A STAMP? THE FACT IS, THE SON OF DAVID SO ACTED, THAT THE ANTITHESIS MUST LOSE ITS POINT BY ITS OWN ABSURDITY. THOSE PERSONS WHO OFFENDED DAVID WERE BLIND, AND THE MAN WHO NOW PRESENTS HIMSELF AS A SUPPLIANT TO DAVID'S SON IS AFFLICTED WITH THE SAME INFIRMITY. THEREFORE, THE SON OF DAVID WAS APPEASED WITH SOME SORT OF SATISFACTION BY THE BLIND MAN WHEN HE RESTORED HIM TO SIGHT, AND ADDED HIS APPROVAL OF THE FAITH WHICH HAD LED HIM TO BELIEVE THE VERY TRUTH, THAT HE MUST WIN TO HIS HELP THE SON OF DAVID BY EARNEST ENTREATY. BUT, AFTER ALL, I SUSPECT THAT IT WAS THE AUDACITY (OF THE OLD JEBUSITES) WHICH OFFENDED DAVID, AND NOT THEIR MALADY. 
CHAP. XXXVII.--CHRIST AND ZACCHAEUS. THE SALVATION OF THE BODY AS DENIED BY MARCION. THE PARABLE OF THE TEN SERVANTS ENTRUSTED WITH TEN POUNDS. CHRIST A JUDGE, WHO IS TO ADMINISTER THE WILL OF THE AUSTERE MAN, I.E. THE CREATOR. 
"SALVATION COMES TO THE HOUSE" OF ZACCHAEUS EVEN. FOR WHAT REASON? WAS IT BECAUSE HE ALSO BELIEVED THAT CHRIST CAME BY MARCION? BUT THE BLIND MAN'S CRY WAS STILL SOUNDING IN THE EARS OF ALL: "JESUS, THOU SON OF DAVID, HAVE MERCY ON ME." AND "ALL THE PEOPLE GAVE PRAISE UNTO GOD"--NOT MARCION'S, BUT DAVID'S. NOW, ALTHOUGH ZACCHAEUS WAS PROBABLY A GENTILE, HE YET FROM HIS INTERCOURSE WITH JEWS HAD OBTAINED A SMATTERING OF THEIR SCRIPTURES, AND, MORE THAN THIS, HAD, WITHOUT KNOWING IT, FULFILLED THE PRECEPTS OF ISAIAH: "DEAL THY BREAD," SAID THE PROPHET, "TO THE HUNGRY, AND BRING THE POOR THAT ARE CAST OUT INTO THINE HOUSE." THIS HE DID IN THE BEST POSSIBLE WAY, BY RECEIVING THE LORD, AND ENTERTAINING HIM IN HIS HOUSE. "WHEN THOU SEEST THE NAKED COVER HIM." THIS HE PROMISED TO DO, IN AN EQUALLY SATISFACTORY WAY, WHEN HE OFFERED THE HALF OF HIS GOODS FOR ALL WORKS OF MERCY. SO ALSO "HE LOOSENED THE BANDS OF WICKEDNESS. UNDID THE HEAVY BURDENS, LET THE OPPRESSED GO FREE, AND BROKE EVERY YOKE," WHEN HE SAID, "IF I HAVE TAKEN ANYTHING FROM ANY MAN BY FALSE ACCUSATION, I RESTORE HIM FOURFOLD." THEREFORE, THE LORD SAID, "THIS DAY IS SALVATION COME TO THIS HOUSE." THUS, DID HE GIVE HIS TESTIMONY, THAT THE PRECEPTS OF THE CREATOR SPOKEN BY THE PROPHET TENDED TO SALVATION. BUT WHEN HE ADDS, "FOR THE SON OF MAN IS COME TO SEEK AND TO SAVE THAT WHICH WAS LOST," MY PRESENT CONTENTION IS NOT WHETHER HE WAS COME TO SAVE WHAT WAS LOST, TO WHOM IT HAD ONCE BELONGED, AND FROM WHOM WHAT HE CAME TO SAVE HAD FALLEN AWAY; BUT I APPROACH A DIFFERENT QUESTION. MAN, THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT OF IT, IS HERE THE SUBJECT OF CONSIDERATION. NOW, SINCE HE CONSISTS OF TWO PANS, BODY AND SOUL, THE POINT TO BE INQUIRED INTO IS, IN WHICH OF THESE, TWO MEN WOULD SEEM TO HAVE BEEN LOST? IF IN HIS BODY, THEN IT IS HIS BODY, NOT HIS SOUL, WHICH IS LOST. WHAT, HOWEVER, IS LOST, THE SON OF MAN SAVES THE BODY, THEREFORE, HAS THE SALVATION, IF, (ON THE OTHER HAND,) IT IS IN HIS SOUL THAT MAN IS LOST, SALVATION IS DESIGNED FOR THE LOST SOUL; AND THE BODY WHICH IS NOT LOST IS SAFE. IF, (TO TAKE THE ONLY OTHER SUPPOSITION,) MAN IS WHOLLY LOST, IN BOTH HIS NATURES, THEN IT NECESSARILY FOLLOWS THAT SALVATION IS APPOINTED FOR THE ENTIRE MAN; AND THEN THE OPINION OF THE HERETICS IS SHIVERED TO PIECES, WHO SAY THAT THERE IS NO SALVATION OF THE FLESH. AND THIS AFFORDS A CONFIRMATION THAT CHRIST BELONGS TO THE CREATOR, WHO FOLLOWED THE CREATOR IN PROMISING THE SALVATION OF THE WHOLE MAN. THE PARABLE ALSO OF THE (TEN) SERVANTS, WHO RECEIVED THEIR SEVERAL RECOMPENSES ACCORDING TO THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY HAD INCREASED THEIR LORD'S MONEY BY TRADING? PROVES HIM TO BE A GOD OF JUDGMENT--EVEN A GOD WHO, IN STRICT ACCOUNT, NOT ONLY BESTOWS HONOR, BUT ALSO TAKES AWAY WHAT A MAN SEEMS TO HAVE. ELSE, IF IT IS THE CREATOR WHOM HE HAS HERE DELINEATED AS THE "AUSTERE MAN," WHO "TAKES UP WHAT HE LAID NOT DOWN, AND REAPS WHAT HE DID NOT SOW," MY INSTRUCTOR EVEN HERE IS HE, (WHOEVER HE MAY BE,) TO WHOM BELONGS THE MONEY HE TEACHES ME FRUITFULLY TO EXPEND. 
CHAP. XXXVIII.--CHRIST'S REFUTATIONS OF THE PHARISEES. RENDERING DUES TO CAESAR AND TO GOD. NEXT OF THE SADDUCEES, RESPECTING MARRIAGE IN THE RESURRECTION. THESE PROVE HIM NOT TO BE MARCION'S BUT THE CREATOR'S CHRIST. MARCION'S TAMPERINGS IN ORDER TO MAKE ROOM FOR HIS SECOND GOD, EXPOSED AND CONFUTED. 
CHRIST KNEW "THE BAPTISM OF JOHN, WHENCE IT WAS." THEN WHY DID HE ASK THEM, AS IF HE KNEW NOT? HE KNEW THAT THE PHARISEES WOULD NOT GIVE HIM AN ANSWER; THEN WHY DID HE ASK IN VAIN? WAS IT THAT HE MIGHT JUDGE THEM OUT OF THEIR OWN MOUTH, OR THEIR OWN HEART? SUPPOSE YOU REFER THESE POINTS TO AN EXCUSE OF THE CREATOR, OR TO HIS COMPARISON WITH CHRIST; THEN CONSIDER WHAT WOULD HAVE HAPPENED IF THE PHARISEES HAD REPLIED TO HIS QUESTION. SUPPOSE THEIR ANSWER TO HAVE BEEN, THAT JOHN'S BAPTISM WAS "OF MEN," THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN IMMEDIATELY STONED TO DEATH. SOME MARCION, IN RIVALRY TO MARCION, WOULD HAVE STOOD UP AND SAID: O MOST EXCELLENT GOD; HOW DIFFERENT ARE HIS WAYS FROM THE CREATOR'S! KNOWING THAT MEN WOULD RUSH DOWN HEADLONG OVER IT, HE PLACED THEM ACTUALLY ON THE VERY PRECIPICE. FOR THUS DO MEN TREAT OF THE CREATOR RESPECTING HIS LAW OF THE TREE. BUT JOHN'S BAPTISM WAS "FROM HEAVEN." "WHY, THEREFORE," ASKS CHRIST, "DID YE NOT BELIEVE HIM?" HE THEREFORE WHO HAD WISHED MEN TO BELIEVE JOHN, PURPOSING TO CENSURE THEM BECAUSE THEY HAD NOT BELIEVED HIM, BELONGED TO HIM WHOSE SACRAMENT JOHN WAS ADMINISTERING. BUT, AT ANY RATE, WHEN HE ACTUALLY MET THEIR REFUSAL TO SAY WHAT THEY THOUGHT, WITH SUCH REPRISALS AS, "NEITHER TELL I YOU BY WHAT AUTHORITY I DO THESE THINGS," HE RETURNED EVIL FOR EVIL! ''RENDER UNTO CAESAR THE THINGS WHICH BE CAESAR'S, AND UNTO GOD THE THINGS WHICH BE GOD'S." WHAT WILL BE "THE THINGS WHICH ARE GOD'S?" SUCH THINGS AS ARE LIKE CAESAR'S DENARIUS--THAT IS TO SAY, HIS IMAGE AND SIMILITUDE. THAT, THEREFORE, WHICH HE COMMANDS TO BE "RENDERED UNTO GOD," THE CREATOR, IS MAN, WHO HAS BEEN STAMPED WITH HIS IMAGE, LIKENESS, NAME, AND SUBSTANCE. LET MARCION'S GOD LOOK AFTER HIS OWN MINT. CHRIST BIDS THE DENARIUS OF MAN'S IMPRINT TO BE RENDERED TO HIS CAESAR, (HIS CAESAR I SAY,) NOT THE CAESAR OF A STRANGE GOD. THE TRUTH, HOWEVER, MUST BE CONFESSED, THIS GOD HAS NOT A DENARIUS TO CALL HIS OWN! IN EVERY QUESTION THE JUST AND PROPER RULE IS, THAT THE MEANING OF THE ANSWER OUGHT TO BE ADAPTED TO THE PROPOSED INQUIRY. BUT IT IS NOTHING SHORT OF MADNESS TO RETURN AN ANSWER ALTOGETHER DIFFERENT FROM THE QUESTION SUBMITTED TO YOU. GOD FORBID, THEN, THAT WE SHOULD EXPECT FROM CHRIST CONDUCT WHICH WOULD BE UNFIT EVEN TO AN ORDINARY MAN! THE SADDUCEES, WHO SAID THERE WAS NO RESURRECTION, IN A DISCUSSION ON THAT SUBJECT, HAD PROPOSED TO THE LORD A CASE OF LAW TOUCHING A CERTAIN WOMAN, WHO, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LEGAL PRESCRIPTION, HAD BEEN MARRIED TO SEVEN BROTHERS WHO HAD DIED ONE AFTER THE OTHER. THE QUESTION THEREFORE WAS, TO WHICH HUSBAND MUST SHE BE RECKONED TO BELONG IN THE RESURRECTION? THIS, (OBSERVE,) WAS THE GIST OF THE INQUIRY, THIS WAS THE SUM AND SUBSTANCE OF THE DISPUTE. AND TO IT CHRIST WAS OBLIGED TO RETURN A DIRECT ANSWER. HE HAD NOBODY TO FEAR; THAT IT SHOULD SEEM ADVISABLE FOR HIM EITHER TO EVADE THEIR QUESTIONS, OR TO MAKE THEM THE OCCASION OF INDIRECTLY MOORING A SUBJECT WHICH HE WAS NOT IN THE HABIT OF TEACHING PUBLICLY AT ANY OTHER TIME. HE THEREFORE GAVE HIS ANSWER, THAT "THE CHILDREN OF THIS WORLD MARRY." YOU SEE HOW PERTINENT IT WAS TO THE CASE IN POINT. BECAUSE THE QUESTION CONCERNED THE NEXT WORLD, AND HE WAS GOING TO DECLARE THAT NO ONE MARRIES THERE, HE OPENS THE WAY BY LAYING DOWN THE PRINCIPLES THAT HERE, WHERE THERE IS DEATH, THERE IS ALSO MARRIAGE. "BUT THEY WHOM GOD SHALL ACCOUNT WORTHY OF THE POSSESSION OF THAT WORLD AND THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, NEITHER MARRY NOR ARE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE; FORASMUCH AS THEY CANNOT DIE ANY MORE, SINCE THEY BECOME EQUAL TO THE ANGELS, BEING MADE THE CHILDREN OF GOD AND OF THE RESURRECTION." IF, THEN, THE MEANING OF THE ANSWER MUST NOT TURN ON ANY OTHER POINT THAN ON THE PROPOSED QUESTION, AND SINCE THE QUESTION PROPOSED IS FULLY UNDERSTOOD FROM THIS SENSE OF THE ANSWER, THEN THE LORD'S REPLY ADMITS OF NO OTHER INTERPRETATION THAN THAT BY WHICH THE QUESTION IS CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD. YOU HAVE BOTH THE TIME IN WHICH MARRIAGE IS PERMITTED, AND THE TIME IN WHICH IT IS SAID TO BE UNSUITABLE, LAID BEFORE YOU, NOT ON THEIR OWN ACCOUNT, BUT IN CONSEQUENCE OF AN INQUIRY ABOUT THE RESURRECTION. YOU HAVE LIKEWISE A CONFIRMATION OF THE RESURRECTION ITSELF, AND THE WHOLE QUESTION WHICH THE SADDUCEES MOOTED, WHO ASKED NO QUESTION ABOUT ANOTHER GOD, NOR INQUIRED ABOUT THE PROPER LAW OF MARRIAGE. NOW, IF YOU MAKE CHRIST ANSWER QUESTIONS WHICH WERE NOT SUBMITTED TO HIM, YOU, IN FACT, REPRESENT HIM AS HAVING BEEN UNABLE TO SOLVE THE POINTS ON WHICH HE WAS REALLY CONSULTED, AND ENTRAPPED OF COURSE BY THE CUNNING OF THE SADDUCEES. I SHALL NOW PROCEED, BY WAY OF SUPEREROGATION, AND AFTER THE RULE (I HAVE LAID DOWN ABOUT QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS), TO DEAL WITH THE ARGUMENTS WHICH HAVE ANY CONSISTENCY IN THEM. THEY PROCURED THEN A COPY OF THE SCRIPTURE, AND MADE SHORT WORK WITH ITS TEXT, BY READING IT THUS: "THOSE WHOM THE GOD OF THAT WORLD SHALL ACCOUNT WORTHY." THEY ADD THE PHRASE "OF THAT WORLD" TO THE WORD "GOD," WHEREBY THEY MAKE ANOTHER GOD" THE GOD OF THAT WORLD;" WHEREAS THE PASSAGE OUGHT TO BE READ THUS: "THOSE WHOM GOD SHALL ACCOUNT WORTHY OF THE POSSESSION OF THAT WORLD" (REMOVING THE DISTINGUISHING PHRASE "OF THIS WORLD" TO THE END OF THE CLAUSE, IN OTHER WORDS, "THOSE WHOM GOD SHALL ACCOUNT WORTHY OF OBTAINING AND RISING TO THAT WORLD." FOR THE QUESTION SUBMITTED TO CHRIST HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE GOD, BUT ONLY WITH THE STATE, OF THAT WORLD. IT WAS: "WHOSE WIFE SHOULD THIS WOMAN BE IN THAT WORLD AFTER THE RESURRECTION?" THEY THUS SUBVERT HIS ANSWER RESPECTING THE ESSENTIAL QUESTION OF MARRIAGE, AND APPLY HIS WORDS, "THE CHILDREN OF THIS WORLD MARRY AND ARE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE," AS IF THEY REFERRED TO THE CREATOR'S MEN, AND HIS PERMISSION TO THEM TO MARRY; WHILST THEY THEMSELVES WHOM THE GOD OF THAT WORLD--THAT IS, THE RIVAL GOD--ACCOUNTED WORTHY OF THE RESURRECTION, DO NOT MARRY EVEN HERE, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT CHILDREN OF THIS WORLD. BUT THE FACT IS, THAT, HAVING BEEN CONSULTED ABOUT MARRIAGE IN THAT WORLD, NOT IN THIS PRESENT ONE, HE HAD SIMPLY DECLARED THE NON-EXISTENCE OF THAT TO WHICH THE QUESTION RELATED. THEY, INDEED, WHO HAD CAUGHT THE VERY FORCE OF HIS VOICE, AND PRONUNCIATION, AND EXPRESSION, DISCOVERED NO OTHER SENSE THAN WHAT HAD REFERENCE TO THE MATTER OF THE QUESTION. ACCORDINGLY, THE SCRIBES EXCLAIMED, "MASTER, THOU, HAST WELL SAID." FOR HE HAD AFFIRMED THE RESURRECTION, BY DESCRIBING THE FORM THEREOF IN OPPOSITION TO THE OPINION OF THE SADDUCEES. NOW, HE DID NOT REJECT THE ATTESTATION OF THOSE WHO HAD ASSUMED HIS ANSWER TO BEAR THIS MEANING. IF, HOWEVER, THE SCRIBES THOUGHT CHRIST WAS DAVID'S SON, WHEREAS (DAVID) HIMSELF CALLS HIM LORD, WHAT RELATION HAS THIS TO CHRIST? DAVID DID NOT LITERALLY CONFUTE AN ERROR OF THE SCRIBES, YET DAVID ASSERTED THE HONOR OF CHRIST, WHEN HE MORE PROMINENTLY AFFIRMED THAT HE WAS HIS LORD THAN HIS SON, AN ATTRIBUTE WHICH WAS HARDLY SUITABLE TO THE DESTROYER OF THE CREATOR. BUT HOW CONSISTENT IS THE INTERPRETATION ON OUR SIDE OF THE QUESTION! FOR HE, WHO HAD BEEN A LITTLE WHILE AGO INVOKED BY THE BLIND MAN AS "THE SON OF DAVID," THEN MADE NO REMARK ON THE SUBJECT, NOT HAVING THE SCRIBES IN HIS PRESENCE; WHEREAS HE NOW PURPOSELY MOOTS THE POINT BEFORE THEM, AND THAT OF HIS OWN ACCORD, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT SHOW HIMSELF WHOM THE MIND MAN, FOLLOWING THE DOCTRINE OF THE SCRIBES, HAD SIMPLY DECLARED TO BE THE SON OF DAVID, TO BE ALSO HIS LORD. HE THUS HONORED THE BLIND MAN'S FAITH WHICH HAD ACKNOWLEDGED HIS SONSHIP TO DAVID; BUT AT THE SAME TIME, HE STRUCK A BLOW AT THE TRADITION OF THE SCRIBES, WHICH PREVENTED THEM FROM KNOWING THAT HE WAS ALSO (DAVID'S) LORD. WHATEVER HAD RELATION TO THE GLORY OF THE CREATOR'S CHRIST, NO OTHER WOULD THUS GUARD AND MAINTAIN BUT HIMSELF THE CREATOR'S CHRIST. 
CHAP. XXXIX.--CONCERNING THOSE WHO COME IN THE NAME OF CHRIST. THE TERRIBLE SIGNS OF HIS COMING. HE WHOSE COMING IS SO GRANDLY DESCRIBED BOTH IN THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE NEW TESTAMENT, IS NONE OTHER THAN THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR. THIS PROOF ENHANCED BY THE PARABLE OF THE FIG-TREE AND ALL THE TREES. PARALLEL PASSAGES OF PROPHECY. 
AS TOUCHING THE PROPRIETY OF HIS NAMES, IT HAS ALREADY BEEN SEEN THAT BOTH OF THEM" ARE SUITABLE TO HIM WHO WAS THE FIRST BOTH TO ANNOUNCE HIS CHRIST TO MANKIND, AND TO GIVE HIM THE FURTHER NAME OF JESUS. THE IMPUDENCE, THEREFORE, OF MARCION'S CHRIST WILL BE EVIDENT, WHEN HE SAYS THAT MANY WILL COME IN HIS NAME, WHEREAS THIS NAME DOES NOT AT ALL BELONG TO HIM, SINCE HE IS NOT THE CHRIST AND JESUS OF THE CREATOR, TO WHOM THESE NAMES DO PROPERLY APPERTAIN; AND MORE ESPECIALLY WHEN HE PROHIBITS THOSE TO BE RECEIVED WHOSE VERY EQUAL IN IMPOSTURE HE IS, INASMUCH AS HE (EQUALLY WITH THEM ) COMES IN A NAME WHICH BELONGS TO ANOTHER--UNLESS IT WAS HIS BUSINESS TO WARN OFF FROM A MENDACIOUSLY ASSUMED NAME THE DISCIPLES (OF ONE) WHO, BY REASON OF HIS NAME BEING PROPERLY GIVEN TO HIM, POSSESSED ALSO THE VERITY THEREOF. BUT WHEN "THEY SHALL BY AND BY COME AND SAY, I AM CHRIST," THEY WILL BE RECEIVED BY YOU, WHO HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED ONE ALTOGETHER LIKE THEM. CHRIST, HOWEVER, COMES IN HIS OWN NAME. WHAT WILL YOU DO, THEN, WHEN HE HIMSELF COMES WHO IS THE VERY PROPRIETOR OF THESE NAMES, THE CREATOR'S CHRIST AND JESUS? WILL YOU REJECT HIM? BUT HOW INIQUITOUS, HOW UNJUST AND DISRESPECTFUL TO THE GOOD GOD, THAT YOU SHOULD NOT RECEIVE HIM WHO COMES IN HIS OWN NAME, WHEN YOU HAVE RECEIVED ANOTHER IN HIS NAME! NOW, LET US SEE WHAT ARE THE SIGNS WHICH HE ASCRIBES TO THE TIMES. "WARS," I OBSERVE, "AND KINGDOM AGAINST KINGDOM, AND NATION AGAINST NATION, AND PESTILENCE, AND FAMINES, AND EARTHQUAKES, AND FEARFUL SIGHTS, AND GREAT SIGNS FROM HEAVEN"--ALL WHICH THINGS ARE SUITABLE FOR A SEVERE AND TERRIBLE GOD. NOW, WHEN HE GOES ON TO SAY THAT "ALL THESE THINGS MUST NEEDS COME TO PASS," WHAT DOES HE REPRESENT HIMSELF TO BE? THE DESTROYER, OR THE DEFENDER OF THE CREATOR? FOR HE AFFIRMS THAT THESE APPOINTMENTS OF HIS MUST FULLY COME TO PASS; BUT SURELY AS THE GOOD GOD, HE WOULD HAVE FRUSTRATED RATHER THAN ADVANCED EVENTS SO SAD AND TERRIBLE, IF THEY HAD NOT BEEN HIS OWN (DECREES). "BUT BEFORE ALL THESE," HE FORETELLS THAT PERSECUTIONS AND SUFFERINGS WERE TO COME UPON THEM, WHICH INDEED WERE "TO TURN FOR A TESTIMONY TO THEM," AND FOR THEIR SALVATION. HEAR WHAT IS PREDICTED IN ZECHARIAH: "THE LORD OF HOSTS SHALL PROTECT THEM; AND THEY SHALL DEVOUR THEM, AND SUBDUE THEM WITH SLING-STONES; AND THEY SHALL DRINK THEIR BLOOD LIKE WINE, AND THEY SHALL FILL THE BOWLS AS IT WERE OF THE ALTAR. AND THE LORD SHALL SAVE THEM IN THAT DAY, EVEN HIS PEOPLE, LIKE SHEEP; BECAUSE AS SACRED STONES THEY ROLL," ETC. AND THAT YOU MAY NOT SUPPOSE THAT THESE PREDICTIONS REFER TO SUCH SUFFERINGS AS AWAIT THEM FROM SO MANY WARS WITH STRANGERS, CONSIDER THE NATURE (OF THE SUFFERINGS). IN A PROPHECY OF WARS WHICH WERE TO BE WAGED WITH LEGITIMATE ARMS, NO ONE WOULD THINK OF ENUMERATING STONES AS WEAPONS, WHICH ARE BETTER KNOWN IN POPULAR CROWDS AND UNARMED TUMULTS. NOBODY MEASURES THE COPIOUS STREAMS OF BLOOD WHICH FLOW IN WAR BY BOWLFULS, NOR LIMITS IT TO WHAT IS SHED UPON A SINGLE ALTAR. NO ONE GIVES THE NAME OF SHEEP TO THOSE WHO FALL IN BATTLE WITH ARMS IN HAND, AND WHILE REPELLING FORCE WITH FORCE, BUT ONLY TO THOSE WHO ARE SLAIN, YIELDING THEMSELVES UP IN THEIR OWN PLACE OF DUTY AND WITH PATIENCE, RATHER THAN FIGHTING IN SELF-DEFENSE. IN SHORT, AS HE SAYS, "THEY ROLL AS SACRED STONES," AND NOT LIKE SOLDIERS, FIGHT. STONES ARE THEY, EVEN FOUNDATION STONES, UPON WHICH WE ARE OURSELVES EDIFIED--"BUILT," AS ST. PAUL SAYS, "UPON THE FOUNDATION OF THE APOSTLES," WHO, LIKE "CONSECRATED STONES," WERE ROLLED UP AND DOWN EXPOSED TO THE ATTACK OF ALL MEN. AND THEREFORE IN THIS PASSAGE HE FORBIDS MEN "TO MEDITATE BEFORE WHAT THEY ANSWER" WHEN BROUGHT BEFORE TRIBUNALS, EVEN AS ONCE HE SUGGESTED TO BALAAM THE MESSAGE WHICH HE HAD NOT THOUGHT OF, NAY, CONTRARY TO WHAT HE HAD THOUGHT; AND PROMISED "A MOUTH" TO MOSES, WHEN HE PLEADED IN EXCUSE THE SLOWNESS OF HIS SPEECH, AND THAT WISDOM WHICH, BY ISAIAH, HE SHOWED TO BE IRRESISTIBLE: "ONE SHALL SAY, I AM THE LORD'S, AND SHALL CALL HIMSELF BY THE NAME OF JACOB, AND ANOTHER SHALL SUBSCRIBE HIMSELF BY THE NAME OF ISRAEL." NOW, WHAT PLEA IS WISER AND MORE IRRESISTIBLE THAN THE SIMPLE AND OPEN" CONFESSION MADE IN A MARTYR'S CAUSE, WHO "PREVAILS WITH GOD"--WHICH IS WHAT "ISRAEL" MEANS? NOW, ONE CANNOT WONDER THAT HE FORBADE "PREMEDITATION," WHO ACTUALLY HIMSELF RECEIVED FROM THE FATHER THE ABILITY OF UTTERING WORDS IN SEASON: "THE LORD HATH GIVEN TO ME THE TONGUE OF THE LEARNED, THAT I SHOULD KNOW HOW TO SPEAK A WORD IN SEASON (TO HIM THAT IS WEARY);" EXCEPT THAT MARCION INTRODUCES TO US A CHRIST WHO IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE FATHER. THAT PERSECUTIONS FROM ONE'S NEAREST FRIENDS ARE PREDICTED, AND CALUMNY OUT OF HATRED TO HIS NAME, I NEED NOT AGAIN REFER TO. BUT "BY PATIENCE," SAYS HE, "YE SHALL YOURSELVES BE SAVED." OF THIS VERY PATIENCE THE PSALM SAYS, "THE PATIENT ENDURANCE OF THE JUST SHALL NOT PERISH FOR EVER;" BECAUSE IT IS SAID IN ANOTHER PSALM, "PRECIOUS (IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD) IS THE DEATH OF THE JUST"--ARISING, NO DOUBT, OUT OF THEIR PATIENT ENDURANCE, SO THAT ZECHARIAH DECLARES: "A CROWN SHALL BE TO THEM THAT ENDURE." BUT THAT YOU MAY NOT BOLDLY CONTEND THAT IT WAS AS ANNOUNCERS OF ANOTHER GOD THAT THE APOSTLES WERE PERSECUTED BY THE JEWS, REMEMBER THAT EVEN THE PROPHETS SUFFERED THE SAME TREATMENT OF THE JEWS, AND THAT THEY WERE NOT THE HERALDS OF ANY OTHER GOD THAN THE CREATOR. THEN, HAVING SHOWN WHAT WAS TO BE THE PERIOD OF THE DESTRUCTION, EVEN "WHEN JERUSALEM SHOULD BEGIN TO BE COMPASSED WITH ARMIES," HE DESCRIBED THE SIGNS OF THE END OF ALL THINGS: "PORTENTS IN THE SUN, AND THE MOON, AND THE STARS, AND UPON THE EARTH DISTRESS OF NATIONS IN PERPLEXITY--LIKE THE SEA ROARING--BY REASON OF THEIR EXPECTATION OF THE EVILS WHICH ARE COMING ON THE EARTH." THAT "THE VERY POWERS ALSO OF HEAVEN HAVE TO BE SHAKEN," YOU MAY FIND IN JOEL: "AND I WILL SHOW WONDERS IN THE HEAVENS AND IN THE EARTH--BLOOD AND FIRE, AND PILLARS OF SMOKE; THE SUN SHALL BE TURNED INTO DARKNESS, AND THE MOON INTO BLOOD, BEFORE THE GREAT AND TERRIBLE DAY OF THE LORD COME." IN HABAKKUK ALSO, YOU HAVE THIS STATEMENT: "WITH RIVERS SHALL THE EARTH BE CLEAVED; THE NATIONS SHALL SEE THEE, AND BE M PANGS. THOU SHALT DISPERSE THE WATERS WITH THY STEP; THE DEEP UTTERED ITS VOICE; THE HEIGHT OF ITS FEAR WAS RAISED; THE SUN AND THE MOON STOOD STILL IN THEIR COURSE; INTO LIGHT SHALL THY CORUSCATIONS GO; AND THY SHIELD SHALL BE (LIKE) THE GLITTERING OF THE LIGHTNING'S FLASH; IN THINE ANGER THOU SHALT GRIND THE EARTH, AND SHALT THRESH THE NATIONS IN THY WRATH." THERE IS THUS AN AGREEMENT, I APPREHEND, BETWEEN THE SAYINGS OF THE LORD AND OF THE PROPHETS TOUCHING THE SHAKING OF THE EARTH, AND THE ELEMENTS, AND THE NATIONS THEREOF. BUT WHAT DOES THE LORD SAY AFTERWARDS? "AND THEN SHALL THEY SEE THE SON OF MAN COMING FROM THE HEAVENS WITH VERY GREAT POWER. AND WHEN THESE THINGS SHALL COME TO PASS, YE SHALL LOOK UP, AND RAISE YOUR HEADS; FOR YOUR REDEMPTION HATH COME NEAR," THAT IS, AT THE TIME OF THE KINGDOM, OF WHICH THE PARABLE ITSELF TREATS. "SO LIKEWISE, YE, WHEN YE SHALL SEE THESE THINGS COME TO PASS, KNOW YE THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS NIGH AT HAND." THIS WILL BE THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD, AND OF THE GLORIOUS COMING OF THE SON OF MAN FROM HEAVEN, OF WHICH DANIEL WROTE: "BEHOLD, ONE LIKE THE SON OF MAN CAME WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN," ETC. "AND THERE WAS GIVEN UNTO HIM THE KINGLY POWER," WHICH (IN THE PARABLE) "HE WENT AWAY INTO A FAR COUNTRY TO RECEIVE FOR HIMSELF," LEAVING MONEY TO HIS SERVANTS, WHEREWITHAL TO TRADE AND GET INCREASE--EVEN (THAT UNIVERSAL KINGDOM OF) ALL NATIONS, WHICH IN THE PSALM THE FATHER HAD PROMISED TO GIVE TO HIM: ASK OF ME, AND I WILL GIVE THEE THE HEATHEN FOR THINE INHERITANCE." "AND ALL THAT GLORY SHALL SERVE HIM; HIS DOMINION SHALL BE AN EVERLASTING ONE, WHICH SHALL NOT BE TAKER FROM HIM, AND HIS KINGDOM THAT WHICH SHALL NOT BE DESTROYED," BECAUSE IN IT "MEN SHALL NOT DIE, NEITHER SHALL THEY MARRY, BUT BE LIKE THE ANGELS." IT IS ABOUT THE SAME ADVENT OF THE SON OF MAN AND THE BENEFITS THEREOF THAT WE READ IN HABAKKUK: "THOU WENTEST FORTH FOR THE SALVATION OF THY PEOPLE, EVEN TO SAVE THINE ANOINTED ONES, IN OTHER WORDS, THOSE WHO SHALL LOOK UP AND LIFT THEIR HEADS, BEING REDEEMED IN THE TIME OF HIS KINGDOM. SINCE, THEREFORE, THESE DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PROMISES, ON THE ONE HAND, AGREE TOGETHER, AS DO ALSO THOSE OF THE GREAT CATASTROPHES, ON THE OTHER--BOTH IN THE PREDICTIONS OF THE PROPHETS AND THE DECLARATIONS OF THE LORD, IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU TO INTERPOSE ANY DISTINCTION BETWEEN THEM, AS IF THE CATASTROPHES COULD BE REFERRED TO THE CREATOR, AS THE TERRIBLE GOD, BEING SUCH AS THE GOOD GOD (OF MARCION) OUGHT NOT TO PERMIT, MUCH LESS EXPECT --WHILST THE PROMISES SHOULD BE ASCRIBED TO THE GOOD GOD, BEING SUCH AS THE CREATOR, IN HIS IGNORANCE OF THE SAID GOD, COULD NOT HAVE PREDICTED. IF, HOWEVER, HE DID PREDICT THESE PROMISES AS HIS OWN, SINCE THEY DIFFER IN NO RESPECT FROM THE PROMISES OF CHRIST, HE WILL BE A MATCH IN THE FREENESS OF HIS GIFTS WITH THE GOOD GOD HIMSELF; AND EVIDENTLY NO MORE WILL HAVE BEEN PROMISED BY YOUR CHRIST THAN BY MY SON OF MAN. (IF YOU EXAMINE) THE WHOLE PASSAGE OF THIS GOSPEL SCRIPTURE, FROM THE INQUIRY OF THE DISCIPLES DOWN TO THE PARABLE OF THE FIG-TREE YOU WILL FIND THE SENSE IN ITS CONNECTION SUIT IN EVERY POINT THE SON OF MAN, SO THAT IT CONSISTENTLY ASCRIBES TO HIM BOTH THE SORROWS AND THE JOYS, AND THE CATASTROPHES AND THE PROMISES; NOR CAN YOU SEPARATE THEM FROM HIM IN EITHER RESPECT. FOR AS MUCH, THEN, AS THERE IS BUT ONE SON OF MAN WHOSE ADVENT IS PLACED BETWEEN THE TWO ISSUES OF CATASTROPHE AND PROMISE, IT MUST NEED FOLLOW THAT TO THAT ONE SON OF MAN BELONG BOTH THE JUDGMENTS UPON THE NATIONS, AND THE PRAYERS OF THE SAINTS. HE WHO THUS COMES IN MIDWAY SO AS TO BE COMMON TO BOTH ISSUES, WILL TERMINATE ONE OF THEM BY INFLICTING JUDGMENT ON THE NATIONS AT HIS COMING; AND WILL AT THE SAME TIME COMMENCE THE OTHER BY FULFILLING THE PRAYERS OF HIS SAINTS: SO THAT IF (ON THE ONE HAND) YOU GRANT THAT THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN IS (THE ADVENT) OF MY CHRIST, THEN, WHEN YOU ASCRIBE TO HIM THE INFLICTION OF THE JUDGMENTS WHICH PRECEDE HIS APPEARANCE, YOU ARE COMPELLED ALSO TO ASSIGN TO HIM THE BLESSINGS WHICH ISSUE FROM THE SAME. IF (ON THE OTHER HAND) YOU WILL HAVE IT THAT IT IS THE COMING OF YOUR CHRIST, THEN, WHEN YOU ASCRIBE TO HIM THE BLESSINGS WHICH ARE TO BE THE RESULT OF HIS ADVENT, YOU ARE OBLIGED TO IMPUTE TO HIM LIKEWISE THE INFLICTION OF THE EVILS WHICH PRECEDE HIS APPEARANCE. FOR THE EVILS WHICH PRECEDE, AND THE BLESSINGS WHICH IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW, THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN, ARE BOTH ALIKE INDISSOLUBLY CONNECTED WITH THAT EVENT. CONSIDER, THEREFORE, WHICH OF THE TWO CHRISTS YOU CHOOSE TO PLACE IN THE PERSON OF THE SON OF MAN, TO WHOM YOU MAY REFER THE EXECUTION OF THE TWO DISPENSATIONS. YOU MAKE EITHER THE CREATOR A MOST BENEFICENT GOD, OR ELSE YOUR OWN GOD TERRIBLE IN HIS NATURE! REFLECT, IN SHORT, ON THE PICTURE PRESENTED IN THE PARABLE: "BEHOLD THE FIG-TREE, AND ALL THE TREES; WHEN THEY PRODUCE THEIR FRUIT, MEN KNOW THAT SUMMER IS AT HAND. SO LIKEWISE, YE, WHEN YE SEE THESE THINGS COME TO PASS, KNOW YE THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS VERY NEAR." NOW, IF THE FRUCTIFICATION OF THE COMMON TREES BE AN ANTECEDENT SIGN OF THE APPROACH OF SUMMER, SO IN LIKE MANNER DO THE GREAT CONFLICTS OF THE WORLD INDICATE THE ARRIVAL OF THAT KINGDOM WHICH THEY PRECEDE. BUT EVERY SIGN IS HIS, TO WHOM BELONG THE THING OF WHICH IT IS THE SIGN; AND TO EVERYTHING IS APPOINTED ITS SIGN BY HIM TO WHOM THE THING BELONGS. IF, THEREFORE, THESE TRIBULATIONS ARE THE SIGNS OF THE KINGDOM, JUST AS THE MATURITY OF THE TREES IS OF THE SUMMER, IT FOLLOWS THAT THE KINGDOM IS THE CREATOR'S TO WHOM ARE ASCRIBED THE TRIBULATIONS WHICH ARE THE SIGNS OF THE KINGDOM. SINCE THE BENEFICENT DEITY HAD PREMISED THAT THESE THINGS MUST NEEDS COME TO PASS, ALTHOUGH SO TERRIBLE AND DREADFUL, AS THEY HAD BEEN PREDICTED BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, THEREFORE HE DID NOT DESTROY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, WHEN HE AFFIRMED THAT WHAT HAD BEEN FORETOLD THEREIN MUST BE CERTAINLY FULFILLED. HE FURTHER DECLARES, "THAT HEAVEN AND EARTH SHALL NOT PASS AWAY TILL ALL THINGS BE FULFILLED." WHAT THINGS, PRAY, ARE THESE? ARE THEY THE THINGS WHICH THE CREATOR MADE? THEN THE ELEMENTS WILL TRACTABLY ENDURE THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THEIR MAKER'S DISPENSATION. IF, HOWEVER, THEY EMANATE FROM YOUR EXCELLENT GOD, I MUCH DOUBT WHETHER THE HEAVEN AND EARTH WILL PEACEABIY ALLOW THE COMPLETION OF THINGS WHICH THEIR CREATOR'S ENEMY HAS DETERMINED! IF THE CREATOR QUIETLY SUBMITS TO THIS, THEN HE IS NO "JEALOUS GOD." BUT LET HEAVEN AND EARTH PASS AWAY, SINCE THEIR LORD HAS SO DETERMINED; ONLY LET HIS WORD REMAIN FOR EVERMORE! AND SO ISAIAH PREDICTED THAT IT SHOULD. LET THE DISCIPLES ALSO BE WARNED, "LEST THEIR HEARTS BE OVERCHARGED WITH SURFEITING AND DRUNKENNESS, AND CARES OF THIS WORLD; AND SO THAT DAY COME UPON THEM UNAWARES, LIKE A SNARE "--IF INDEED THEY SHOULD FORGET GOD AMIDST THE ABUNDANCE AND OCCUPATION OF THE WORLD. LIKE THIS WILL BE FOUND THE ADMONITION OF MOSES, SO THAT HE WHO DELIVERS FROM "THE SNARE" OF THAT DAY IS NONE OTHER THAN HE WHO SO LONG BEFORE ADDRESSED TO MEN THE SAME ADMONITION? SOME PLACES THERE WERE IN JERUSALEM WHERE TO TEACH; OTHER PLACES OUTSIDE JERUSALEM WHITHER TO RETIRE--"IN THE DAY-TIME HE WAS TEACHING IN THE TEMPLE;" JUST AS HE HAD FORETOLD BY HOSEA: "IN MY HOUSE DID THEY FIND ME, AND THERE DID I SPEAK WITH THEM." "BUT AT NIGHT HE WENT OUT TO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES." FOR THUS HAD ZECHARIAH POINTED OUT: "AND HIS FEET SHALL STAND IN THAT DAY ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES." FIT HOURS FOR AN AUDIENCE THERE ALSO WERE. "EARLY IN THE MORNING" MUST THEY RESORT TO HIM, WHO (HAVING SAID BY ISAIAH, "THE LORD GIVETH ME THE TONGUE OF THE LEARNED") ADDED, "HE HATH APPOINTED ME THE MORNING, AND HATH ALSO GIVEN ME AN EAR TO HEAR." NOW IF THIS IS TO DESTROY THE PROPHETS, WHAT WILL IT BE TO FULFIL THEM? 
CHAP. XL.--HOW THE STEPS IN THE PASSION OF THE SAVIOUR WERE PREDETERMINED IN PROPHECY. THE PASSOVER. THE TREACHERY OF JUDAS. THE INSTITUTION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. THE DOCETIC ERROR OF MARCION CONFUTED BY THE BODY AND THE BLOOD OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
IN LIKE MANNER DOES HE ALSO KNOW THE VERY TIME IT BEHOOVED HIM TO SUFFER, SINCE THE LAW PREFIGURES HIS PASSION. ACCORDINGLY, OF ALL THE FESTAL DAYS OF THE JEWS HE CHOSE THE PASSOVER. IN THIS MOSES HAD DECLARED THAT THERE WAS A SACRED MYSTERY: "IT IS THE LORD'S PASSOVER." HOW EARNESTLY, THEREFORE, DOES HE MANIFEST THE BENT OF HIS SOUL: "WITH DESIRE I HAVE DESIRED TO EAT THIS PASSOVER WITH YOU BEFORE I SUFFER." WHAT A DESTROYER OF THE LAW WAS THIS, WHO ACTUALLY LONGED TO KEEP ITS PASSOVER! COULD IT BE THAT HE WAS SO FOND OF JEWISH LAMB? BUT WAS IT NOT BECAUSE HE HAD TO BE "LED LIKE A LAMB TO THE SLAUGHTER; AND BECAUSE, AS A SHEEP BEFORE HER SHEARERS IS DUMB, SO WAS HE NOT TO OPEN HIS MOUTH," THAT HE SO PROFOUNDLY WISHED TO ACCOMPLISH THE SYMBOL OF HIS OWN REDEEMING BLOOD? HE MIGHT ALSO HAVE BEEN BETRAYED BY ANY STRANGER, DID I NOT FIND THAT EVEN HERE TOO HE FULFILLED A PSALM: "HE WHO DID EAT BREAD WITH ME HATH LIFTED UP HIS HEEL AGAINST ME." AND WITHOUT A PRICE MIGHT HE HAVE BEEN BETRAYED. FOR WHAT NEED OF A TRAITOR WAS THERE IN THE CASE OF ONE WHO OFFERED HIMSELF TO THE PEOPLE OPENLY, AND MIGHT QUITE AS EASILY HAVE BEEN CAPTURED BY FORCE AS TAKEN BY TREACHERY? THIS MIGHT NO DOUBT HAVE BEEN WELL ENOUGH FOR ANOTHER CHRIST, BUT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN SUITABLE IN ONE WHO WAS ACCOMPLISHING PROPHECIES. FOR IT WAS WRITTEN, "THE RIGHTEOUS ONE DID THEY SELL FOR SILVER." THE VERY AMOUNT AND THE DESTINATION OF THE MONEY, WHICH ON JUDAS' REMORSE WAS RECALLED FROM ITS FIRST PURPOSE OF A FEE, AND APPROPRIATED TO THE PURCHASE OF A POTTER'S FIELD, AS NARRATED IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, WERE CLEARLY FORETOLD BY JEREMIAH: "AND THEY TOOK THE THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER, THE PRICE OF HIM WHO WAS VALUED? AND GAVE THEM FOR THE POTTER'S FIELD." WHEN HE SO EARNESTLY EXPRESSED HIS DESIRE TO EAT THE PASSOVER, HE CONSIDERED IT HIS OWN FEAST; FOR IT WOULD HAVE BEEN UNWORTHY OF GOD TO DESIRE TO PARTAKE OF WHAT WAS NOT HIS OWN. THEN, HAVING TAKEN THE BREAD AND GIVEN IT TO HIS DISCIPLES, HE MADE IT HIS OWN BODY, BY SAYING, "THIS IS MY BODY," THAT IS, THE FIGURE OF MY BODY. A FIGURE, HOWEVER, THERE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN, UNLESS THERE WERE FIRST A VERITABLE BODY. AN EMPTY THING, OR PHANTOM, IS INCAPABLE OF A FIGURE. IF, HOWEVER, (AS MARCION MIGHT SAY,) HE PRETENDED THE BREAD WAS HIS BODY, BECAUSE HE LACKED THE TRUTH OF BODILY SUBSTANCE, IT FOLLOWS THAT HE MUST HAVE GIVEN BREAD FOR US. IT WOULD CONTRIBUTE VERY WELL TO THE SUPPORT OF MARCION'S THEORY OF A PHANTOM BODY, THAT BREAD SHOULD HAVE BEEN CRUCIFIED! BUT WHY CALL HIS BODY BREAD, AND NOT RATHER (SOME OTHER EDIBLE THING, SAY) A MELON, WHICH MARCION MUST HAVE HAD IN LIEU OF A HEART! HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND HOW ANCIENT WAS THIS FIGURE OF THE BODY OF CHRIST, WHO SAID HIMSELF BY JEREMIAH: "I WAS LIKE A LAMB OR AN OX THAT IS BROUGHT TO THE SLAUGHTER, AND I KNEW NOT THAT THEY DEVISED A DEVICE AGAINST ME, SAYING, LET US CAST THE TREE UPON HIS BREAD," WHICH MEANS, OF COURSE, THE CROSS UPON HIS BODY. AND THUS, CASTING LIGHT, AS HE ALWAYS DID, UPON THE ANCIENT PROPHECIES, HE DECLARED PLAINLY ENOUGH WHAT HE MEANT BY THE BREAD, WHEN HE CALLED THE BREAD HIS OWN BODY. HE LIKEWISE, WHEN MENTIONING THE CUP AND MAKING THE NEW TESTAMENT TO BE SEALED "IN HIS BLOOD," AFFIRMS THE REALITY OF HIS BODY. FOR NO BLOOD CAN BELONG TO A BODY WHICH IS NOT A BODY OF FLESH. IF ANY SORT OF BODY WERE PRESENTED TO OUR VIEW, WHICH IS NOT ONE OF FLESH, NOT BEING FLESHLY, IT WOULD NOT POSSESS BLOOD. THUS, FROM THE EVIDENCE OF THE FLESH, WE GET A PROOF OF THE BODY, AND A PROOF OF THE FLESH FROM THE EVIDENCE OF THE BLOOD. IN ORDER, HOWEVER, THAT YOU MAY DISCOVER HOW ANCIENTLY WINE IS USED AS A FIGURE FOR BLOOD, TURN TO ISAIAH, WHO ASKS, "WHO IS THIS THAT COMETH FROM EDOM, FROM BOSOR WITH GARMENTS DYED IN RED, SO GLORIOUS IN HIS APPAREL, IN THE GREATNESS OF HIS MIGHT? WHY ARE THY GARMENTS RED, AND THY RAIMENT AS HIS WHO COMETH FROM THE TREADING OF THE FULL WINEPRESS?" THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT CONTEMPLATES THE LORD AS IF HE WERE ALREADY ON HIS WAY TO HIS PASSION, CLAD IN HIS FLESHLY NATURE; AND AS HE WAS TO SUFFER THEREIN, HE REPRESENTS THE BLEEDING CONDITION OF HIS FLESH UNDER THE METAPHOR OF GARMENTS DYED IN RED, AS IF REDDENED IN THE TREADING AND CRUSHING PROCESS OF THE WINE-PRESS, FROM WHICH THE LABORER’S DESCEND REDDENED WITH THE WINE-JUICE, LIKE MEN STAINED IN BLOOD. MUCH MORE CLEARLY STILL DOES THE BOOK OF GENESIS FORETELL THIS, WHEN (IN THE BLESSING OF JUDAH, OUT OF WHOSE TRIBE CHRIST WAS TO COME ACCORDING TO THE FLESH) IT EVEN THEN DELINEATED CHRIST IN THE PERSON OF THAT PATRIARCH, SAYING, "HE WASHED HIS GARMENTS IN WINE, AND HIS CLOTHES IN THE BLOOD OF GRAPES"--IN HIS GARMENTS AND CLOTHES THE PROPHECY POINTED OUT HIS FLESH, AND HIS BLOOD IN THE WINE. THUS, DID HE NOW CONSECRATE HIS BLOOD IN WINE, WHO THEN (BY THE PATRIARCH) USED THE FIGURE OF WINE TO DESCRIBE HIS BLOOD. 
CHAP. XLI.--THE WOE PRONOUNCED ON THE TRAITOR A JUDICIAL ACT, WHICH DISPROVES CHRIST TO BE SUCH AS MARCION WOULD HAVE HIM TO BE. CHRIST'S CONDUCT BEFORE THE COUNCIL EXPLAINED.CHRIST EVEN THEN DIRECTS THE MINDS OF HIS JUDGES TO THE PROPHETIC EVIDENCES OF HIS OWN MISSION. THE MORAL RESPONSIBILITY OF THESE MEN ASSERTED. 
"WOE," SAYS HE, "TO THAT MAN BY WHOM THE SON OF MAN IS BETRAYED!" NOW IT IS CERTAIN THAT IN THIS WOE MUST BE UNDERSTOOD THE IMPRECATION AND THREAT OF AN ANGRY AND INCENSED MASTER, UNLESS JUDAS WAS TO ESCAPE WITH IMPUNITY AFTER SO VAST A SIN. IF HE WERE MEANT TO ESCAPE WITH IMPUNITY, THE WAS AN IDLE WORD; IF NOT, HE WAS OF COURSE TO BE PUNISHED BY HIM AGAINST WHOM HE HAD COMMITTED THE SIN OF TREACHERY. NOW, IF HE KNOWINGLY PERMITTED THE MAN, WHOM HE DELIBERATELY ELECTED TO BE ONE OF HIS COMPANIONS, TO PLUNGE INTO SO GREAT A CRIME, YOU MUST NO LONGER USE AN ARGUMENT AGAINST THE CREATOR IN ADAM'S CASE, WHICH MAY NOW RECOIL ON YOUR OWN GOD: EITHER THAT HE WAS IGNORANT, AND HAD NO FORESIGHT TO HINDER THE FUTURE SINNER; OR THAT HE WAS UNABLE TO HINDER HIM, EVEN IF HE WAS IGNORANT; OR ELSE THAT HE WAS UNWILLING, EVEN IF HE HAD THE FOREKNOWLEDGE AND THE ABILITY; AND SO DESERVED THE STIGMA OF MALICIOUSNESS, IN HAVING PERMITTED THE MAN OF HIS OWN CHOICE TO PERISH IN HIS SIN. I ADVISE YOU THEREFORE (WILLINGLY) TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE CREATOR IN THAT GOD OF YOURS, RATHER THAN AGAINST YOUR WILL TO BE ASSIMILATING YOUR EXCELLENT GOD TO HIM. FOR IN THE CASE OF PETER, TOO, HE GIVES YOU PROOF THAT HE IS A JEALOUS GOD, WHEN HE DESTINED THE APOSTLE, AFTER HIS PRESUMPTUOUS PROTESTATIONS OF ZEAL, TO A FLAT DENIAL OF HIM, RATHER THAN PREVENT HIS FALL. THE CHRIST OF THE PROPHETS WAS DESTINED, MOREOVER, TO BE BETRAYED WITH A KISS, FOR HE WAS THE SON INDEED OF HIM WHO WAS "HONORED WITH THE LIPS" BY THE PEOPLE. WHEN LED BEFORE THE COUNCIL, HE IS ASKED WHETHER HE IS THE CHRIST. OF WHAT CHRIST COULD THE JEWS HAVE INQUIRED BUT THEIR OWN? WHY, THEREFORE, DID HE NOT, EVEN AT THAT MOMENT, DECLARE TO THEM THE RIVAL (CHRIST)? YOU REPLY, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO SUFFER. IN OTHER WORDS, THAT THIS MOST EXCELLENT GOD MIGHT PLUNGE MEN INTO CRIME, WHOM HE WAS STILL KEEPING IN IGNORANCE. BUT EVEN IF HE HAD TOLD THEM, HE WOULD YET HAVE TO SUFFER. FOR HE SAID, "IF I TELL YOU, YE WILL NOT BELIEVE." AND REFUSING TO BELIEVE, THEY WOULD HAVE CONTINUED TO INSIST ON HIS DEATH. AND WOULD HE NOT EVEN MORE PROBABLY STILL HAVE HAD TO SUFFER, IF HAD ANNOUNCED HIMSELF AS SENT BY THE RIVAL GOD, AND AS BEING, THEREFORE, THE ENEMY OF THE CREATOR? IT WAS NOT, THEN, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT SUFFER, THAT HE AT THAT CRITICAL MOMENT REFRAINED FROM PROCLAIMING HIMSELF THE OTHER CHRIST, BUT BECAUSE THEY WANTED TO EXTORT A CONFESSION FROM HIS MOUTH, WHICH THEY DID NOT MEAN TO BELIEVE EVEN IF HE HAD GIVEN IT TO THEM, WHEREAS IT WAS THEIR BOUNDEN DUTY TO HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED HIM IN CONSEQUENCE OF HIS WORKS, WHICH WERE FULFILLING THEIR SCRIPTURES. IT WAS THUS PLAINLY HIS COURSE TO KEEP HIMSELF AT THAT MOMENT UNREVEALED, BECAUSE A SPONTANEOUS RECOGNITION WAS DUE TO HIM. BUT YET FOR ALL THIS, HE WITH A SOLEMN GESTURE SAYS, "HEREAFTER SHALL THE SON OF MAN SIT ON THE RIGHT HAND OF THE POWER OF GOD." FOR IT WAS ON THE AUTHORITY OF THE PROPHECY OF DANIEL THAT HE INTIMATED TO THEM THAT HE WAS "THE SON OF MAN," AND OF DAVID'S PSALM, THAT HE WOULD "SIT AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD." ACCORDINGLY, AFTER HE HAD SAID THIS, AND SO SUGGESTED A COMPARISON OF THE SCRIPTURE, A RAY OF LIGHT DID SEEM TO SHOW THEM WHOM HE WOULD HAVE THEM UNDERSTAND HIM TO BE; FOR THEY SAY: "ART THOU THEN THE SON OF GOD?" OF WHAT GOD, BUT OF HIM WHOM ALONE THEY KNEW? OF WHAT GOD BUT OF HIM WHOM THEY REMEMBERED IN THE PSALM AS HAVING SAID TO HIS SON, "SIT THOU ON MY RIGHT HAND?" THEN HE ANSWERED, "YE SAY THAT I AM;" AS IF HE MEANT: IT IS YE WHO SAY THIS--NOT I. BUT AT THE SAME TIME, HE ALLOWED HIMSELF TO BE ALL THAT THEY HAD SAID, IN THIS THEIR SECOND QUESTION. BY WHAT MEANS, HOWEVER, ARE YOU GOING TO PROVE TO US THAT THEY PRONOUNCED THE SENTENCE "ERGO TU FULIUS DEI ES" INTERROGATIVELY, AND NOT AFFIRMATIVELY? JUST AS, (ON THE ONE HAND,) BECAUSE HE HAD SHOWN THEM IN AN INDIRECT MANNER, BY PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE, THAT THEY OUGHT TO REGARD HIM AS THE SON OF GOD, THEY THEREFORE MEANT THEIR OWN WORDS, "THOU ART THEN THE SON OF GOD," TO BE TAKEN IN A LIKE (INDIRECT) SENSE, AS MUCH AS TO SAY, "YOU DO NOT WISH TO SAY THIS OF YOURSELF PLAINLY, SO, (ON THE OTHER HAND,) HE LIKEWISE ANSWERED THEM, "YE SAY THAT I AM," IN A SENSE EQUALLY FREE FROM DOUBT, EVEN AFFIRMATIVELY; AND SO COMPLETELY WAS HIS STATEMENT TO THIS EFFECT, THAT THEY INSISTED ON ACCEPTING THAT SENSE WHICH HIS STATEMENT INDICATED. 
CHAP. XLII.--OTHER INCIDENTS OF THE PASSION MINUTELY COMPARED WITH PROPHECY. PILATE AND HEROD. BARABBAS PREFERRED TO JESUS. DETAILS OF THE CRUCIFIXION. THE EARTHQUAKE AND THE MID-DAY DARKNESS. ALL WONDERFULLY FORETOLD IN THE SCRIPTURES OF THE CREATOR. CHRIST'S GIVING UP THE GHOST NO EVIDENCE OF MARCION'S DOCETIC OPINIONS. IN HIS SEPULTURE THERE IS A REFUTATION THEREOF. 
FOR WHEN HE WAS BROUGHT BEFORE PILATE, THEY PROCEEDED TO URGE HIM WITH THE SERIOUS CHARGE, OF DECLARING HIMSELF TO BE CHRIST THE KING; THAT IS, UNDOUBTEDLY, AS THE SON OF GOD, WHO WAS TO SIT AT GOD'S RIGHT HAND. THEY WOULD, HOWEVER, HAVE BURDENED HIM WITH SOME OTHER TITLE, IF THEY HAD BEEN UNCERTAIN WHETHER HE HAD CALLED HIMSELF THE SON OF GOD--IF HE HAD NOT PRONOUNCED THE WORDS, "YE SAY THAT I AM," SO AS (TO ADMIT) THAT HE WAS THAT WHICH THEY SAID HE WAS. LIKEWISE, WHEN PIRATE ASKED HIM, "ART THOU CHRIST (THE KING)?" HE ANSWERED, AS HE HAD BEFORE (TO THE JEWISH COUNCIL) "THOU SAYEST THAT I AM" IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT NOT SEEM TO HAVE BEEN DRIVEN BY A FEAR OF HIS POWER TO GIVE HIM A FULLER ANSWER. "AND SO, THE LORD I HATH STOOD ON HIS TRIAL." AND HE PLACED HIS PEOPLE ON THEIR TRIAL. THE LORD HIMSELF COMES TO A TRIAL WITH "THE ELDERS AND RULERS OF THE PEOPLE," AS ISAIAH PREDICTED. AND THEN HE FULFILLED ALL THAT HAD BEEN WRITTEN OF HIS PASSION. AT THAT TIME "THE HEATHEN RAGED, AND THE PEOPLE IMAGINED VAIN THINGS; THE KINGS OF THE EARTH SET THEMSELVES, AND THE RULERS GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST HIS CHRIST." THE HEATHEN WERE PILATE AND THE ROMANS; THE PEOPLE WERE THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL; THE KINGS WERE REPRESENTED IN HEROD, AND THE RULERS IN THE CHIEF PRIESTS. WHEN, INDEED, HE WAS SENT TO HEROD GRATUITOUSLY BY PILATE, THE WORDS OF HOSEA WERE ACCOMPLISHED, FOR HE HAD PROPHESIED OF CHRIST: "AND THEY SHALL CARRY HIM BOUND AS A PRESENT TO THE KING." HEROD WAS "EXCEEDING GLAD" WHEN HE SAW JESUS, BUT HE HEARD NOT A WORD FROM HIM. FOR, "AS A LAMB BEFORE THE SHEARER IS DUMB, SO HE OPENED NOT HIS MOUTH," BECAUSE "THE LORD HAD GIVEN TO HIM A DISCIPLINED TONGUE, THAT HE MIGHT KNOW HOW AND WHEN IT BEHOOVED HIM TO SPEAK"--EVEN THAT "TONGUE WHICH CLOVE TO HIS JAWS," AS THE PSALM SAID IT SHOULD, THROUGH HIS NOT SPEAKING. THEN BARABBAS, THE MOST ABANDONED CRIMINAL, IS RELEASED, AS IF HE WERE THE INNOCENT MAN; WHILE THE MOST RIGHTEOUS CHRIST IS DELIVERED TO BE PUT TO DEATH, AS IF HE WERE THE MURDERER. MOREOVER, TWO MALEFACTORS ARE CRUCIFIED AROUND HIM, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT LE RECKONED AMONGST THE TRANSGRESSORS. ALTHOUGH HIS RAIMENT WAS, WITHOUT DOUBT, PARTED AMONG THE SOLDIERS, AND PARTLY DISTRIBUTED BY LOT, YET MARCION HAS ERASED IT ALL (FROM HIS GOSPEL), FOR HE HAD HIS EYE UPON THE PSALM: "THEY PARTED MY GARMENTS AMONGST THEM, AND CAST LOTS UPON MY VESTURE." YOU MAY AS WELL TAKE AWAY THE CROSS ITSELF! BUT EVEN THEN, THE PSALM IS NOT SILENT CONCERNING IT: "THEY PIERCED MY HANDS AND MY FEET." INDEED, THE DETAILS OF THE WHOLE EVENT ARE THEREIN READ: "DOGS COMPASSED ME ABOUT; THE ASSEMBLY OF THE WICKED ENCLOSED ME AROUND. ALL THAT LOOKED UPON ME LAUGHED ME TO SCORN; THEY DID SHOOT OUT THEIR LIPS AND SHAKE THEIR HEADS, (SAYING,) HE HOPED IN GOD, LET HIM DELIVER HIM." OF WHAT USE NOW IS (YOUR TAMPERING WITH) THE TESTIMONY OF HIS GARMENTS? IF YOU TAKE IT AS A BOOTY FOR YOUR FALSE CHRIST, STILL ALL THE PSALM (COMPENSATES) THE VESTURE OF CHRIST. BUT, BEHOLD, THE VERY ELEMENTS ARE SHAKEN. FOR THEIR LORD WAS SUFFERING. IF, HOWEVER, IT WAS THEIR ENEMY TO WHOM ALL THIS INJURY WAS DONE, THE HEAVEN WOULD HAVE GLEAMED WITH LIGHT, THE SUN WOULD HAVE BEEN EVEN MORE RADIANT, AND THE DAY WOULD HAVE PROLONGED ITS COURSE--GLADLY GAZING AT MARCION'S CHRIST SUSPENDED ON HIS GIBBET! THESE PROOFS WOULD STILL HAVE BEEN SUITABLE FOR ME, EVEN IF THEY HAD NOT BEEN THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY. ISAIAH SAYS: "I WILL CLOTHE THE HEAVENS WITH BLACKNESS." THIS WILL BE THE DAY, CONCERNING WHICH AMOS ALSO WRITES: AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THAT DAY, SAITH THE LORD, THAT THE SUN SHALL GO DOWN AT NOON AND THE EARTH SHALL BE DARK IN THE CLEAR DAY." (AT NOON) THE VEIL OF. THE TEMPLE WAS RENT" BY THE ESCAPE OF THE CHERUBIM, WHICH "LEFT THE DAUGHTER OF SION AS A COTTAGE IN A VINEYARD, AS A LODGE IN A GARDEN OF CUCUMBERS." WITH WHAT CONSTANCY HAS HE ALSO, IN PSALM XXX., LABORED TO PRESENT TO US THE VERY CHRIST! HE CALLS WITH A LOUD VOICE TO THE FATHER, "INTO THINE HANDS I COMMEND MY SPIRIT," THAT EVEN WHEN DYING HE MIGHT EXPEND HIS LAST BREATH IN FULFILLING THE PROPHETS. HAVING SAID THIS, HE GAVE UP THE GHOST." WHO? DID THE SPIRIT GIVE ITSELF UP; OR THE FLESH THE SPIRIT? BUT THE SPIRIT COULD NOT HAVE BREATHED ITSELF OUT. THAT WHICH BREATHES IS ONE THING, THAT WHICH IS BREATHED IS ANOTHER. IF THE SPIRIT IS BREATHED IT MUST NEEDS BE BREATHED BY ANOTHER. IF, HOWEVER, THERE HAD BEEN NOTHING THERE BUT SPIRIT, IT WOULD BE SAID TO HAVE DEPARTED RATHER THAN EXPIRED. WHAT, HOWEVER, BREATHES OUT SPIRIT BUT THE FLESH, WHICH BOTH BREATHES THE SPIRIT WHILST IT HAS IT, AND BREATHES IT OUT WHEN IT LOSES IT? INDEED, IF IT WAS NOT FLESH (UPON THE CROSS), BUT A PHANTOM OF FLESH (AND A PHANTOM IS BUT SPIRIT, AND SO THE SPIRIT BREATHED ITS OWN SELF OUT, AND DEPARTED AS IT DID SO), NO DOUBT THE PHANTOM DEPARTED, WHEN THE SPIRIT WHICH WAS THE PHANTOM DEPARTED: AND SO, THE PHANTOM AND THE SPIRIT DISAPPEARED TOGETHER, AND WERE NOWHERE TO BE SEEN. NOTHING THEREFORE REMAINED UPON THE CROSS, NOTHING HUNG THERE, AFTER "THE GIVING UP OF THE GHOST;" THERE WAS NOTHING TO BEG OF PILATE, NOTHING TO TAKE DOWN FROM THE CROSS, NOTHING TO WRAP IN THE LINEN, NOTHING TO LAY IN THE NEW SEPULCHER. STILL IT WAS NOT NOTHING THAT WAS THERE. WHAT WAS THERE, THEN? IF A PHANTOM CHRIST WAS YET THERE. IF CHRIST HAD DEPARTED, HE HAD TAKEN AWAY THE PHANTOM ALSO. THE ONLY SHIFT LEFT TO THE IMPUDENCE OF THE HERETICS, IS TO ADMIT THAT WHAT REMAINED THERE WAS THE PHANTOM OF A PHANTOM! BUT WHAT IF JOSEPH KNEW THAT IT WAS A BODY WHICH HE TREATED WITH SO MUCH PIETY? THAT SAME JOSEPH "WHO HAD NOT CONSENTED" WITH THE JEWS IN THEIR CRIME? THE "HAPPY MAN WHO WALKED NOT IN THE COUNSEL OF THE UNGODLY, NOR STOOD IN THE WAY OF SINNERS, NOR SAT IN THE SEAT OF THE SCORNFUL." 
CHAP. XLIII.--CONCLUSIONS. JESUS AS THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR PROVED FROM THE EVENTS OF THE LAST CHAPTER OF ST. LUKE. THE PIOUS WOMEN AT THE SEPULCHRE. THE ANGELS AT THE RESURRECTION. THE MANIFOLD APPEARANCES OF CHRIST AFTER THE RESURRECTION. HIS MISSION OF THE APOSTLES AMONGST ALL NATIONS. ALL SHOWN TO BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WISDOM OF THE ALMIGHTY FATHER, AS INDICATED IN PROPHECY. THE BODY OF CHRIST AFTER DEATH NO MERE PHANTOM. MARCION'S MANIPULATION OF THE GOSPEL ON THIS POINT. 
IT WAS VERY MEET THAT THE MAN WHO BURIED THE LORD SHOULD THUS BE NOTICED IN PROPHECY, AND THENCEFORTH BE "BLESSED;" SINCE PROPHECY DOES NOT OMIT THE (PIOUS) OFFICE OF THE WOMEN WHO RESORTED BEFORE DAY-BREAK TO THE SEPULCHER WITH THE SPICES WHICH THEY HAD PREPARED. FOR OF THIS INCIDENT IT IS SAID BY HOSEA: "TO SEEK MY FACE THEY WILL WATCH TILL DAY-LIGHT, SAYING UNTO ME, COME, AND LET US RETURN TO THE LORD: FOR HE HATH TAKEN AWAY, AND HE WILL HEAL US; HE HATH SMITTEN, AND HE WILL BIND US UP; AFTER TWO DAYS WILL HE REVIVE US: IN THE THIRD DAY HE WILL RAISE US UP." FOR WHO CAN REFUSE TO BELIEVE THAT THESE WORDS OFTEN REVOLVED IN THE THOUGHT OF THOSE WOMEN BETWEEN THE SORROW OF THAT DESERTION WITH WHICH AT PRESENT THEY SEEMED TO THEMSELVES TO HAVE BEEN SMITTEN BY THE LORD, AND THE HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION ITSELF, BY WHICH THEY RIGHTLY SUPPOSED THAT ALL WOULD BE RESTORED TO THEM? BUT WHEN "THEY FOUND NOT THE BODY (OF THE LORD JESUS)," "HIS SEPULTURE WAS REMOVED FROM THE MIDST OF THEM," ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECY OF ISAIAH. "TWO ANGELS HOWEVER, APPEARED THERE." FOR JUST SO MANY HONORARY COMPANIONS WERE REQUIRED BY THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH USUALLY PRESCRIBES "TWO WITNESSES." MOREOVER, THE WOMEN, RETURNING FROM THE SEPULCHER, AND FROM THIS VISION OF THE ANGELS, WERE FORESEEN BY ISAIAH, WHEN HE SAYS, "COME, YE WOMEN, WHO RETURN FROM THE VISION;" THAT IS, "COME," TO REPORT THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD. IT WAS WELL, HOWEVER, THAT THE UNBELIEF OF THE DISCIPLES WAS SO PERSISTENT, IN ORDER THAT TO THE LAST WE MIGHT CONSISTENTLY MAINTAIN THAT JESUS REVEALED HIMSELF TO THE DISCIPLES AS NONE OTHER THAN THE CHRIST OF THE PROPHETS. FOR AS TWO OF THEM WERE TAKING A WALK, AND WHEN THE LORD HAD JOINED THEIR COMPANY, WITHOUT ITS APPEARING THAT IT WAS HE, AND WHILST HE DISSEMBLED HIS KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT HAD JUST TAKEN PLACE, THEY SAY: "BUT WE TRUSTED THAT IT HAD BEEN HE WHICH SHOULD HAVE REDEEMED ISRAEL,"--MEANING THEIR OWN, THAT IS, THE CREATOR'S CHRIST. SO FAR HAD HE BEEN FROM DECLARING HIMSELF TO THEM AS ANOTHER CHRIST! THEY COULD NOT, HOWEVER, DEEM HIM TO BE THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR; NOR, IF HE WAS SO DEEMED BY THEM, COULD HE HAVE TOLERATED THIS OPINION CONCERNING HIMSELF, UNLESS HE WERE REALLY, HE WHOM HE WAS SUPPOSED TO BE. OTHERWISE HE WOULD ACTUALLY BE THE AUTHOR OF ERROR, AND THE PREVARICATOR OF TRUTH, CONTRARY TO THE CHARACTER OF THE GOOD; GOD. BUT AT NO TIME EVEN AFTER HIS RESURRECTION, DID HE REVEAL HIMSELF TO THEM AS ANY OTHER THAN WHAT, ON THEIR OWN SHOWING, THEY HAD ALWAYS THOUGHT HIM TO BE. HE POINTEDLY REPROACHED THEM: "O FOOLS, AND SLOW OF HEART IN NOT BELIEVING THAT WHICH HE SPOKE UNTO YOU." BY SAYING THIS, HE PROVES THAT HE DOES NOT BELONG TO THE RIVAL GOD, BUT TO THE SAME GOD. FOR THE SAME THING WAS SAID BY THE ANGELS TO THE WOMEN: "REMEMBER HOW HE SPOKE UNTO YOU WHEN HE WAS YET IN GALILEE, SAYING, THE SON OF MAN MUST BE DELIVERED UP, AND BE CRUCIFIED, AND ON THE THIRD DAY RISE AGAIN." "MUST BE DELIVERED UP; "AND WHY, EXCEPT THAT IT WAS SO WRITTEN BY GOD THE CREATOR? HE THEREFORE UPBRAIDED THEM, BECAUSE THEY WERE OFFENDED SOLELY AT HIS PASSION, AND BECAUSE THEY DOUBTED OF THE TRUTH OF THE RESURRECTION WHICH HAD BEEN REPORTED TO THEM BY THE WOMEN, WHEREBY (THEY SHOWED THAT) THEY HAD NOT BELIEVED HIM TO HAVE BEEN THE VERY SAME AS THEY HAD THOUGHT HIM TO BE. WISHING, THEREFORE, TO BE BELIEVED BY THEM IN THIS WISE, HE DECLARED HIMSELF TO BE JUST WHAT THEY HAD DEEMED HIM TO BE--THE CREATOR'S CHRIST, THE REDEEMER OF ISRAEL. BUT AS TOUCHING THE REALITY OF HIS BODY, WHAT CAN BE PLAINER? WHEN THEY WERE DOUBTING WHETHER HE WERE NOT A PHANTOM--NAY, WERE SUPPOSING THAT HE WAS ONE--HE SAYS TO THEM, "WHY ARE YE TROUBLED, AND WHY DO THOUGHTS ARISE IN YOUR HEARTS? SEE MY HANDS AND MY FEET, THAT IT IS I MYSELF; FOR A SPIRIT HATH NOT BONES, AS YE SEE ME HAVE." NOW MARCION WAS UNWILLING TO EXPUNGE FROM HIS GOSPEL SOME STATEMENTS WHICH EVEN MADE AGAINST HIM--I SUSPECT, ON PURPOSE, TO HAVE IT IN HIS POWER FROM THE PASSAGES WHICH HE DID NOT SUPPRESS, WHEN HE COULD HAVE DONE SO, EITHER TO DENY THAT HE HAD EXPUNGED ANYTHING, OR ELSE TO JUSTIFY HIS SUPPRESSIONS, IF HE MADE ANY. BUT HE SPARES ONLY SUCH PASSAGES AS HE CAN SUBVERT QUITE AS WELL BY EXPLAINING THEM AWAY AS BY EXPUNGING THEM FROM THE TEXT. THUS, IN THE PASSAGE BEFORE US, HE WOULD HAVE THE WORDS, "A SPIRIT HATH NOT BONES, AS YE SEE ME HAVE," SO TRANSPOSED, AS TO MEAN, "A SPIRIT, SUCH AS YE SEE ME TO BE, HATH NOT BONES;" THAT IS TO SAY, IT IS NOT THE NATURE OF A SPIRIT TO HAVE BONES. BUT WHAT NEED OF SO TORTUOUS A CONSTRUCTION, WHEN HE MIGHT HAVE SIMPLY SAID, "A SPIRIT HATH NOT BONES, EVEN AS YOU OBSERVE THAT I HAVE NOT?" WHY, MOREOVER, DOES HE OFFER HIS HANDS AND HIS FEET FOR THEIR EXAMINATION--LIMBS WHICH CONSIST OF BONES--IF HE HAD NO BONES? WHY, TOO, DOES HE ADD, "KNOW THAT IT IS I MYSELF," WHEN THEY HAD BEFORE KNOWN HIM TO BE CORPOREAL? ELSE, IF HE WERE ALTOGETHER A PHANTOM, WHY DID HE UPBRAID THEM FOR SUPPOSING HIM TO BE A PHANTOM? BUT WHILST THEY STILL BELIEVED NOT, HE ASKED THEM FOR SOME MEAT, FOR THE EXPRESS PURPOSE OF SHOWING THEM THAT HE HAD TEETH. AND NOW, AS I WOULD VENTURE TO BELIEVE, WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED OUR UNDERTAKING. WE HAVE SET FORTH JESUS CHRIST AS NONE OTHER THAN THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR. OUR PROOFS WE HAVE DRAWN FROM HIS DOCTRINES, MAXIMS, AFFECTIONS, FEELINGS, MIRACLES, SUFFERINGS, AND EVEN RESURRECTION--AS FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS. EVEN TO THE LAST HE TAUGHT US (THE SAME TRUTH OF HIS MISSION), WHEN HE SENT FORTH HIS APOSTLES TO PREACH HIS GOSPEL "AMONG ALL NATIONS;" FOR HE THUS FULFILLED THE PSALM: "THEIR SOUND IS GONE OUT THROUGH ALL THE EARTH, AND THEIR WORDS TO THE END OF THE WORLD." MARCION, I PITY YOU; YOUR LABOUR HAS BEEN IN VAIN. FOR THE JESUS CHRIST WHO APPEARS IN YOUR GOSPEL IS MINE. 
DR. HOLMES' NOTE 
DR. HOLMES APPENDS THE FOLLOWING AS A NOTE TO THE FOURTH BOOK. (SEE CAP. VI. P 351.) THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT, ABRIDGED FROM DR. LARDNER (THE HISTORY OF HERETICS, CHAP. X. SEES. 35-40), MAY BE USEFUL TO THE READER, IN REFERENCE TO THE SUBJECT OF THE PRECEDING BOOK: MARCION RECEIVED BUT ELEVEN BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, AND THESE STRANGELY CURTAILED AND ALTERED. HE DIVIDED THEM INTO TWO PARTS, WHICH HE CALLED TO EUAGGELION (THE GOSPEL) AND TO APOSTOLIKON (THE APOSTOLICON). THE FORMER CONTAINED NOTHING MORE THAN A MUTILATED, AND SOMETIMES INTERPOLATED, EDITION OF ST. LUKE; THE NAME OF THAT EVANGELIST, HOWEVER, HE EXPUNGED FROM THE BEGINNING OF HIS COPY. CHAPS. I. AND II. HE REJECTED ENTIRELY, AND BEGAN AT III. 1, READING THE OPENING VERSE THUS: "IN THE XV. YEAR OF TIBERIUS CAESAR, GOD DESCENDED INTO CAPERNAUM, A CITY OF GALILEE." ACCORDING TO IRENAEUS, EPIPHANIUS, AND THEODORET, HE REJECTED THE GENEALOGY AND BAPTISM OF CHRIST; WHILST FROM TERTULLIAN'S STATEMENT (CHAP. VII.) IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT HE CONNECTED WHAT PART OF CHAP. III.--VERS. 1, 2--HE CHOSE TO RETAIN, WITH CHAP. IV. 31, AT A LEAP. HE FURTHER ELIMINATED THE HISTORY OF THE TEMPTATION. THAT PART OF CHAP. IV. WHICH NARRATES CHRIST'S GOING INTO THE SYNAGOGUE AT NAZARETH AND READING OUT OF ISAIAH HE ALSO REJECTED, AND ALL AFTERWARDS TO THE END OF YET. EPIPHANIUS MENTIONS SUNDRY SLIGHT ALTERATIONS IN CAPP. V. 14, 24, VI. 5, 17. IN CHAP. VIII. 19 HE EXPUNGED H MHTHR AUTOS, KAI ADELFOI AUTOU. FROM TERTULLIAN'S REMARKS (CHAP. XIX.), IT WOULD SEEM AT FIRST AS IF MARCION HAD ADDED TO HIS GOSPEL THAT ANSWER OF OUR SAVIOR WHICH WE FIND RELATED BY ST. MATTHEW, CHAP. XII. 48: "WHO IS MY MOTHER, AND WHO ARE MY BRETHREN?" FOR HE REPRESENTS MARCION (AS IN DE CAME CHRIST, VII., HE REPRESENTS OTHER HERETICS, WHO DENY THE NATIVITY) AS MAKING USE OF THESE WORDS FOR HIS FAVORITE ARGUMENT. BUT, AFTER ALL, MARCION MIGHT USE THESE WORDS AGAINST THOSE WHO ALLOWED THE AUTHENTICITY OF MATTHEW'S GOSPEL, WITHOUT INSERTING THEM IN HIS OWN GOSPEL; OR ELSE TERTULLIAN MIGHT QUOTE FROM MEMORY, AND THINK THAT TO BE IN LUKE WHICH WAS ONLY IN MATTHEW--AS HE HAS DONE AT LEAST IN THREE INSTANCES. (LARDNER REFERS TWO OF THESE INSTANCES TO PASSAGES IN CHAP. VII. OF THIS BOOK IV., WHERE TERTULLIAN MENTIONS, AS ERASURES FROM LUKE, WHAT REALLY ARE FOUND IN MATTHEW V. 17 AND XV. 24. THE THIRD INSTANCE REFERRED TO BY LARDNER PROBABLY OCCURS AT THE END OF CHAP. IX. OF THIS SAME BOOK IV., WHERE TERTULLIAN AGAIN MISTAKES MATT. V. 17 FOR A PASSAGE OF LUKE, AND CHARGES MARCION WITH EXPUNGING IT; CURIOUSLY ENOUGH, THE MISTAKE RECURS IN CHAP. XII. OF THE SAME BOOK.) IN LUKE X. 21 MARCION OMITTED THE FIRST PATER AND THE WORDS KAI THS GHS, THAT HE MIGHT NOT ALLOW CHRIST TO CALL HIS FATHER THE LORD OF EARTH, OR OF THIS WORLD. THE SECOND PATHR IN THIS VERSE, NOT OPEN TO ANY INCONVENIENCE, HE RETAINED. IN CHAP. XI. 29 HE OMITTED THE LAST WORDS CONCERNING THE SIGN OF THE PROPHET JONAH; HE ALSO OMITTED ALL THE 30TH, 31ST, AND 32D VERSES; IN VER. 42 HE READ KGHSIN, 'CALLING,' INSTEAD OF EMPROSQEN TWN AGGEGMN TOU QEOU 'JUDGMENT.' HE REJECTED VERSES 49, 50, 51, BECAUSE THE PASSAGE RELATED TO THE PROPHETS. HE ENTIRELY OMITTED CHAP. XII. 6; WHILST IN VER. 8 HE READ EMPROSQEN TOU QEOU INSTEAD OF EMPROSQEN TWN AGGELWN TOU QEOU. HE SEEMS TO HAVE LEFT OUT ALL THE 28TH VERSE, AND EXPUNGED UMWN FROM VERSES 30 AND 32, READING ONLY O PATHR. IN VER. 38, INSTEAD OF THE WORDS EN TH DEUTERA FUGAKH, KAI EH TRITH FULAKH, HE READ EN TH ESPERINH FULAKH. IN CHAP. XIII. HE OMITTED THE FIRST FIVE VERSES, WHILST IN THE 28TH VERSE OF THE SAME CHAPTER, WHERE WE READ, "WHEN YE SHALL SEE ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND ALL THE PROPHETS IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND YE YOURSELVES THRUST OUT," HE READ (BY ALTERING, ADDING, AND TRANSPOSING), "WHEN YE SHALL SEE ALL THE JUST IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND YOU YOURSELVES CAST OUT, AND BOUND WITHOUT, THERE SHALL BE WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH." HE LIKEWISE EXCLUDED ALL THE REMAINING VERSES OF THIS CHAPTER. ALL CHAP. XV. AFTER THE 10TH VERSE, IN WHICH IS CONTAINED THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON, HE ELIMINATED FROM HIS GOSPEL. IN XVII. 10 HE LEFT OUT ALL THE WORDS AFTER LEGETE. HE MADE MANY ALTERATIONS IN THE STORY OF THE TEN LEPERS; HE LEFT OUT PART OF VER. 12, ALL YET. 13, AND ALTERED VET. 14, READING THUS: "THERE MET HIM TEN LEPERS; AND HE SENT THEM AWAY, SAYING, SHOW YOURSELVES TO THE PRIEST;" AFTER WHICH HE INSERTED A CLAUSE FROM CHAP. IV. 27: "THERE WERE MANY LEPERS IN THE DAYS OF ELISEUS THE PROPHET, BUT NONE OF THEM WERE CLEANSED, BUT NAAMAN THE SYRIAN." IN CHAP. XVIII. 19 HE ADDED THE WORDS O PATHR, AND IN VER. 20 ALTERED OIDAS, THOU KNOWEST, INTO THE FIRST PERSON. HE ENTIRELY OMITTED VERSES 31-33, IN WHICH OUR BLESSED SAVIOUR DECLARES THAT THE THINGS FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS CONCERNING HIS SUFFERINGS, AND DEATH, AND RESURRECTION, SHOULD ALL BE FULFILLED. HE EXPUNGED NINETEEN VERSES OUT OF CHAP. XIX., FROM THE END OF YET. 27 TO THE BEGINNING OF VER. 47. IN CHAP. XX. HE OMITTED TEN VERSES, FROM THE END OF VER. 8 TO THE END OF VER. 18. HE REJECTED ALSO VERSES 37 AND 38, IN WHICH THERE IS A REFERENCE TO MOSES. MARCION ALSO ERASED OF CHAP. XXI. THE FIRST EIGHTEEN VERSES, AS WELL AS VERSES 21 AND 22, ON ACCOUNT OF THIS CLAUSE, "THAT ALL THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN MAY BE FULFILLED;" XX. 16 WAS LEFT OUT BY HIM, SO ALSO VERSES 35-37, 50, AND 51 (AND, ADDS LARDNER, CONJECTURALLY, NOT HEREIN FOLLOWING HIS AUTHORITY EPIPHANIUS, ALSO VERS. 38 AND 49). IN CHAP. XXIII. 2, AFTER THE WORDS "PERVERTING THE NATION," MARCION ADDED, "AND DESTROYING THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS;" AND AGAIN, AFTER "FORBIDDING TO GIVE TRIBUTE UNTO CAESAR," HE ADDED, "AND PERVERTING WOMEN AND CHILDREN." HE ALSO ERASED VER. 43. IN CHAP. XXIV. HE OMITTED THAT PART OF THE CONFERENCE BETWEEN OUR SAVIOR AND THE TWO DISCIPLES GOING TO EMMAUS, WHICH RELATED TO THE PREDICTION OF HIS SUFFERINGS, AND WHICH IS CONTAINED IN VERSES 26 AND 27. THESE TWO VERSES HE OMITTED, AND CHANGED THE WORDS AT THE END OF VER. 25, EGAGHSAN OI PROQHTAI, INTO EGAGHSA UHIN. SUCH ARE THE ALTERATIONS, ACCORDING TO EPIPHANIUS, WHICH MARCION MADE IN HIS GOSPEL FROM ST. LUKE. TERTULLIAN SAYS (IN THE 4TH CHAPTER OF THE PRECEDING BOOK) THAT MARCION ERASED THE PASSAGE WHICH GIVES AN ACCOUNT OF THE PARTING OF THE RAIMENT OF OUR SAVIOR AMONG THE SOLDIERS. BUT THE REASON HE ASSIGNS FOR THE ERASURE--'RESPICIENS PSALMI PROPHETIAM'--SHOWS THAT IN THIS, AS WELL AS IN THE FEW OTHER INSTANCES WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY NAMED, WHERE TERTULLIAN HAS CHARGED MARCION WITH SO ALTERING PASSAGES, HIS MEMORY DECEIVED HIM INTO MISTAKING MATTHEW FOR LUKE, FOR THE REFERENCE TO THE PASSAGE IN THE PSALM IS ONLY GIVEN BY ST. MATTHEW XXVII. ON AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW OF THESE ALTERATIONS, SOME SEEM TO BE BUT SLIGHT; OTHERS MIGHT BE NOTHING BUT VARIOUS READINGS; BUT OTHERS, AGAIN, ARE UNDOUBTEDLY DESIGNED PERVERSIONS. THERE WERE, HOWEVER, PASSAGES ENOUGH LEFT UNALTERED AND UNEXPUNGED BY THE MARCIONITES, TO ESTABLISH THE REALITY OF THE FLESH AND BLOOD OF CHRIST, AND TO PROVE THAT THE GOD OF THE JEWS WAS THE FATHER OF CHRIST, AND OF PERFECT GOODNESS AS WELL AS JUSTICE. TERTULLIAN, INDEED, OBSERVES (CHAP. XLIII.) THAT "MARCION PURPOSELY AVOIDED ERASING ALL THE PASSAGES WHICH MADE AGAINST HIM, THAT HE MIGHT WITH THE GREATER CONFIDENCE DENY HAVING ERASED ANY AT ALL, OR AT LEAST THAT WHAT HE HAD OMITTED WAS FOR VERY GOOD REASONS." TO SHOW THE UNAUTHORIZED AND UNWARRANTABLE CHARACTER OF THESE ALTERATIONS, OMISSIONS, ADDITIONS, AND CORRUPTIONS, THE CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS ASSERTED THAT THEIR COPIES OF ST. LUKE'S GOSPEL WERE MORE ANCIENT THAN MARCION'S (SO TERTULLIAN IN CHAP. III. AND IV. OF THIS BOOK IV.); AND THEY MAINTAINED ALSO THE GENUINENESS AND INTEGRITY OF THE UNADULTERATED GOSPEL, IN OPPOSITION TO THAT WHICH HAD BEEN CURTAILED AND ALTERED BY HIM (CHAP. V.). 
BOOK V.
WHEREIN TERTULLIAN PROVES, WITH RESPECT TO ST. PAUL'S EPISTLES, WHAT HE HAD PROVED IN THE PRECEDING BOOK WITH RESPECT TO ST. LUKE'S GOSPEL. FAR FROM BEING AT VARIANCE, THEY WERE IN PERFECT UNISON WITH THE WRITINGS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, AND THEREFORE TESTIFIED THAT THE CREATOR WAS THE ONLY GOD, AND THAT THE LORD JESUS WAS HIS CHRIST. AS IN THE PRECEDING BOOKS, TERTULLIAN SUPPORTS HIS ARGUMENT WITH PROFOUND REASONING, AND MANY HAPPY ILLUSTRATIONS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE. 
CHAP. I.--INTRODUCTORY. THE APOSTLE PAUL HIMSELF NOT THE PREACHER OF A NEW GOD. CALLED BY JESUS CHRIST, ALTHOUGH AFTER THE OTHER APOSTLES, HIS MISSION WAS FROM THE CREATOR. STATES HOW. THE ARGUMENT, AS IN THE CASE OF THE GOSPEL, CONFINING PROOFS TO SUCH PORTIONS OF ST. PAUL'S WRITINGS AS MARCION ALLOWED. 
THERE IS NOTHING WITHOUT A BEGINNING BUT GOD ALONE. NOW, INASMUCH AS THE BEGINNING: OCCUPIES THE FIRST PLACE IN THE CONDITION OF ALL THINGS, SO IT MUST NECESSARILY TAKE PRECEDENCE IN THE TREATMENT OF THEM, IF A CLEAR KNOWLEDGE IS TO BE ARRIVED AT CONCERNING THEIR CONDITION; FOR YOU COULD NOT FIND THE MEANS OF EXAMINING EVEN THE QUALITY OF ANYTHING, UNLESS YOU WERE CERTAIN OF ITS EXISTENCE, AND THAT AFTER DISCOVERING ITS ORIGIN. SINCE THEREFORE I AM BROUGHT, IN THE COURSE OF MY LITTLE WORK, TO THIS POINT, I REQUIRE TO KNOW OF MARCION THE ORIGIN OF HIS APOSTLES EVEN--I, WHO AM TO SOME DEGREE A NEW DISCIPLE? THE FOLLOWER OF NO OTHER MASTER; WHO AT THE SAME TIME CAN BELIEVE NOTHING, EXCEPT THAT NOTHING OUGHT TO BE BELIEVED HASTILY (AND THAT I MAY FURTHER SAY IS HASTILY BELIEVED, WHICH IS BELIEVED WITHOUT ANY EXAMINATION OF ITS BEGINNING); IN SHORT, I WHO HAVE THE BEST REASON POSSIBLE FOR BRINGING THIS INQUIRY TO A MOST CAREFUL SOLUTION, SINCE A MAN IS AFFIRMED TO ME TO BE AN APOSTLE WHOM I DO NOT FIND MENTIONED IN THE GOSPEL IN THE CATALOGUE, OF THE APOSTLES. INDEED, WHEN I HEAR THAT THIS MAN WAS CHOSEN BY THE LORD AFTER HE HAD ATTAINED HIS REST IN HEAVEN, I FEEL THAT A KIND OF IMPROVIDENCE IS IMPUTABLE TO CHRIST, FOR NOT KNOWING BEFORE THAT THIS MAN WAS NECESSARY TO HIM; AND BECAUSE HE THOUGHT THAT HE MUST BE ADDED TO THE APOSTOLIC BODY IN THE WAY OF A FORTUITOUS ENCOUNTER RATHER THAN A DELIBERATE SELECTION; BY NECESSITY (SO TO SPEAK), AND NOT VOLUNTARY CHOICE, ALTHOUGH THE MEMBERS OF THE APOSTOLATE HAD BEEN DULY ORDAINED, AND WERE NOW DISMISSED TO THEIR SEVERAL MISSIONS. WHEREFORE, O SHIPMASTER OF PONTUS, IF YOU HAVE NEVER TAKEN ON BOARD YOUR SMALL CRAFT ANY CONTRABAND GOODS OR SMUGGLER'S CARGO, IF YOU HAVE NEVER THROWN OVERBOARD OR TAMPERED WITH A FREIGHT, YOU ARE STILL MORE CAREFUL AND CONSCIENTIOUS, I DOUBT NOT, IN DIVINE THINGS; AND SO I SHOULD BE GLAD IF YOU WOULD INFORM US UNDER WHAT BILL OF LADING YOU ADMITTED THE APOSTLE PAUL ON BOARD, WHO TICKETED HIM, WHAT OWNER FORWARDED HIM, WHO HANDED HIM TO YOU, THAT SO YOU MAY LAND HIM WITHOUT ANY MISGIVING, LEST HE SHOULD TURN OUT TO BELONG TO HIM, WHO CAN SUBSTANTIATE HIS CLAIM TO HIM BY PRODUCING ALL HIS APOSTOLIC WRITINGS. HE PROFESSES HIMSELF TO BE "AN APOSTLE"--TO USE HIS OWN, WORDS--"NOT OF MEN, NOR BY MAN, BUT BY JESUS CHRIST." OF COURSE, ANY ONE MAY MAKE A PROFESSION CONCERNING HIMSELF; BUT HIS PROFESSION IS ONLY RENDERED VALID BY THE AUTHORITY OF A SECOND PERSON. ONE MAN SIGNS, ANOTHER COUNTERSIGNS; ONE MAN APPENDS HIS SEAL, ANOTHER REGISTERS IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS. NO ONE IS AT ONCE A PROPOSER AND A SECONDER TO HIMSELF. BESIDES, YOU HAVE READ, NO DOUBT, THAT "MANY SHALL COME, SAYING, I AM CHRIST." NOW IF ANY ONE CAN PRETEND THAT HE IS CHRIST, HOW MUCH MORE MIGHT A MAN PROFESS TO BE AN APOSTLE OF CHRIST! BUT STILL, FOR MY OWN PART, I APPEAR IN THE CHARACTER OF A DISCIPLE AND AN INQUIRER; THAT SO I MAY EVEN THUS BOTH REFUTE YOUR BELIEF, WHO HAVE NOTHING TO SUPPORT IT, AND CONFOUND YOUR SHAMELESSNESS, WHO MAKE CLAIMS WITHOUT POSSESSING THE MEANS OF ESTABLISHING THEM. LET THERE BE A CHRIST, LET THERE BE AN APOSTLE, ALTHOUGH OF ANOTHER GOD; BUT WHAT MATTER? SINCE THEY ARE ONLY TO DRAW THEIR PROOFS OUT OF THE TESTAMENT OF THE CREATOR. BECAUSE EVEN THE BOOK OF GENESIS SO LONG AGO PROMISED ME THE APOSTLE PAUL. FOR AMONG THE TYPES AND PROPHETIC BLESSINGS WHICH HE PRONOUNCED OVER HIS SONS, JACOB, WHEN HE TURNED HIS ATTENTION TO BENJAMIN, EXCLAIMED, "BENJAMIN SHALL RAVIN AS A WOLF; IN THE MORNING HE SHALL DEVOUR THE PREY, AND AT NIGHT HE SHALL IMPART NOURISHMENT." HE FORESAW THAT PAUL WOULD ARISE OUT OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, A VORACIOUS WOLF, DEVOURING HIS PREY IN THE MORNING: IN ORDER WORDS, IN THE EARLY PERIOD OF HIS LIFE HE WOULD DEVASTATE THE LORD'S SHEEP, AS A PERSECUTOR OF THE CHURCHES; BUT IN THE EVENING HE WOULD GIVE THEM NOURISHMENT, WHICH MEANS THAT IN HIS DECLINING YEARS HE WOULD EDUCATE THE FOLD OF CHRIST, AS THE TEACHER OF THE GENTILES. THEN, AGAIN, IN SAUL'S CONDUCT TOWARDS DAVID, EXHIBITED FIRST IN VIOLENT PERSECUTION OF HIM, AND THEN IN REMORSE AND REPARATION, ON HIS RECEIVING FROM HIM GOOD FOR EVIL, WE HAVE NOTHING ELSE THAN AN ANTICIPATION OF PAUL IN SAUL--BELONGING, TOO, AS THEY DID, TO THE SAME TRIBE--AND OF JESUS IN DAVID, FROM WHOM HE DESCENDED ACCORDING TO THE VIRGIN'S GENEALOGY. SHOULD YOU, HOWEVER, DISAPPROVE OF THESE TYPES, THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES," AT ALL EVENTS, HAVE HANDED DOWN TO ME THIS CAREER OF PAUL, WHICH YOU MUST NOT REFUSE TO ACCEPT. THENCE I DEMONSTRATE THAT FROM A PERSECUTOR HE BECAME "AN APOSTLE, NOT OF MEN, NEITHER BY MAN;" THENCE AM I LED TO BELIEVE THE APOSTLE HIMSELF; THENCE DO I FIND REASON FOR REJECTING YOUR DEFENSE OF HIM, AND FOR BEARING FEARLESSLY YOUR TAUNT. "THEN YOU DENY THE APOSTLE PAUL." I DO NOT CALUMNIATE HIM WHOM I DEFEND. I DENY HIM, TO COMPEL YOU TO THE PROOF OF HIM. I DENY HIM, TO CONVINCE YOU THAT HE IS MINE. IF YOU HAVE REGARD TO OUR BELIEF YOU SHOULD ADMIT THE PARTICULARS WHICH COMPRISE IT. IF YOU CHALLENGE US TO YOUR BELIEF, (PRAY) TELL US WHAT THINGS CONSTITUTE ITS BASIS. EITHER PROVE THE TRUTH OF WHAT YOU BELIEVE, OR FAILING IN YOUR PROOF, (TELL US) HOW YOU BELIEVE. ELSE WHAT CONDUCT IS YOURS, BELIEVING IN OPPOSITION TO HIM FROM WHOM ALONE COMES THE PROOF OF THAT WHICH YOU BELIEVE? TAKE NOW FROM MY POINT OF VIEW THE APOSTLE, IN THE SAME MANNER AS YOU HAVE RECEIVED THE CHRIST--THE APOSTLE SHOWN TO BE AS MUCH MINE AS THE CHRIST IS. AND HERE, TOO, WE WILL FIGHT WITHIN THE SAME LINES, AND CHALLENGE OUR ADVERSARY ON THE MERE GROUND OF A SIMPLE RULE, THAT EVEN AN APOSTLE WHO IS SAID NOT TO BELONG TO THE CREATOR-NAY, IS DISPLAYED AS IN ACTUAL HOSTILITY TO THE CREATOR--CAN BE FAIRLY REGARDED AS TEACHING NOTHING, KNOWING NOTHING, WISHING NOTHING IN FAVOR OF THE CREATOR WHILST IT WOULD BE A FIRST PRINCIPLE WITH HIM TO SET FORTH ANOTHER GOD WITH AS MUCH EAGERNESS AS HE WOULD USE IN WITHDRAWING US FROM THE LAW OF THE CREATOR. IT IS NOT AT ALL LIKELY THAT HE WOULD CALL MEN AWAY FROM JUDAISM WITHOUT SHOWING THEM AT THE SAME TIME WHAT WAS THE GOD IN WHOM HE INVITED THEM TO BELIEVE; BECAUSE NOBODY COULD POSSIBLY PASS FROM ALLEGIANCE TO THE CREATOR WITHOUT KNOWING TO WHOM HE HAD TO CROSS OVER. FOR EITHER CHRIST HAD ALREADY REVEALED ANOTHER GOD--IN WHICH CASE THE APOSTLE'S TESTIMONY WOULD ALSO FOLLOW TO THE SAME EFFECT, FOR FEAR OF HIS NOT BEING ELSE REGARDED AS AN APOSTLE OF THE GOD WHOM CHRIST HAD REVEALED, AND BECAUSE OF THE IMPROPRIETY OF HIS BEING CONCEALED BY THE APOSTLE WHO HAD BEEN ALREADY REVEALED BY CHRIST--OR CHRIST HAD MADE NO SUCH REVELATION CONCERNING GOD; THEN THERE WAS ALL THE GREATER NEED WHY THE APOSTLE SHOULD REVEAL A GOD WHO COULD NOW BE MADE KNOWN BY NO ONE ELSE, AND WHO WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY BE LEFT WITHOUT ANY BELIEF AT ALL, IF HE WERE REVEALED NOT EVEN BY AN APOSTLE. WE HAVE LAID DOWN THIS AS OUR FIRST PRINCIPLE, BECAUSE WE WISH AT ONCE TO PROFESS THAT WE SHALL PURSUE THE SAME METHOD HERE IN THE APOSTLE'S CASE AS WE ADOPTED BEFORE IN CHRIST'S CASE, TO PROVE THAT HE PROCLAIMED NO NEW GOD; THAT IS, WE SHALL DRAW OUR EVIDENCE FROM THE EPISTLES OF ST. PAUL HIMSELF. NOW, THE GARBLED FORM IN WHICH WE HAVE FOUND THE HERETIC'S GOSPEL WILL HAVE ALREADY PREPARED US TO EXPECT TO FIND THE EPISTLES ALSO MUTILATED BY HIM WITH LIKE PERVERSENESS--AND THAT EVEN AS RESPECTS THEIR NUMBER. 
CHAP. II.--ON THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS. THE ABOLITION OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE MOSAIC LAW NO PROOF OF ANOTHER GOD. THE DIVINE LAWGIVER, THE CREATOR HIMSELF, WAS THE ABROGATOR. THE APOSTLE'S DOCTRINE IN THE FIRST CHAPTER SHOWN TO ACCORD WITH THE TEACHING OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES SHOWN TO BE GENUINE AGAINST MARCION. THIS BOOK AGREES WITH THE PAULINE EPISTLES. 
THE EPISTLE WHICH WE ALSO ALLOW TO BE THE MOST DECISIVE AGAINST JUDAISM, IS THAT WHEREIN THE APOSTLE INSTRUCTS THE GALATIANS. FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE ANCIENT LAW WE FULLY ADMIT, AND HOLD THAT IT ACTUALLY PROCEEDS FROM THE DISPENSATION OF THE CREATOR, A POINT WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY OFTEN TREATED IN THE COURSE OF OUR DISCUSSION, WHEN WE SHOWED THAT THE INNOVATION WAS FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS OF OUR GOD. NOW, IF THE CREATOR INDEED PROMISED THAT "THE ANCIENT THINGS SHOULD PASS ANY," TO BE SUPERSEDED BY A NEW COURSE OF THINGS WHICH SHOULD ARISE, WHILST CHRIST MARKS THE PERIOD OF THE SEPARATION WHEN HE SAYS, "THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS WERE UNTIL JOHN"--THUS MAKING THE BAPTIST THE LIMIT BETWEEN THE TWO DISPENSATIONS OF THE OLD THINGS THEN TERMINATING--AND THE NEW THINGS THEN BEGINNING, THE APOSTLE CANNOT OF COURSE DO OTHERWISE, (COMING AS HE DOES) IN CHRIST, WHO WAS REVEALED AFTER JOHN, THAN INVALIDATE "THE OLD THINGS" AND CONFIRM "THE NEW," AND YET PROMOTE THEREBY THE FAITH OF NO OTHER GOD THAN THE CREATOR, AT WHOSE INSTANCE IT WAS FORETOLD THAT THE ANCIENT THINGS SHOULD PASS AWAY. THEREFORE BOTH THE ABROGATION OF THE LAW AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GOSPEL HELP MY ARGUMENT EVEN IN THIS EPISTLE, WHEREIN THEY BOTH HAVE REFERENCE TO THE FOND ASSUMPTION OF THE GALATIANS, WHICH LED THEM TO SUPPOSE THAT FAITH IN CHRIST (THE CREATOR'S CHRIST, OF COURSE) WAS OBLIGATORY, BUT WITHOUT ANNULLING THE LAW, BECAUSE IT STILL APPEARED TO THEM A THING INCREDIBLE THAT THE LAW SHOULD BE SET ASIDE BY ITS OWN AUTHOR. AGAIN, IF THEY HAD AT ALL HEARD OF ANY OTHER GOD FROM THE APOSTLE, WOULD THEY NOT HAVE CONCLUDED AT ONCE, OF THEMSELVES, THAT THEY MUST GIVE UP THE LAW OF THAT GOD WHOM THEY HAD LEFT, IN ORDER TO FOLLOW ANOTHER? FOR WHAT MAN WOULD BE LONG IN LEARNING, THAT HE OUGHT TO PURSUE A NEW DISCIPLINE, AFTER HE HAD TAKEN UP WITH A NEW GOD? SINCE, HOWEVER, THE SAME GOD WAS DECLARED IN THE GOSPEL WHICH HAD ALWAYS BEEN SO WELL KNOWN IN THE LAW, THE ONLY CHANGE BEING IN THE DISPENSATION, THE SOLE POINT OF THE QUESTION TO BE DISCUSSED WAS, WHETHER THE LAW OF THE CREATOR OUGHT BY THE GOSPEL TO BE EXCLUDED IN THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR? TAKE AWAY THIS POINT, AND THE CONTROVERSY FALLS TO THE GROUND. NOW, SINCE THEY WOULD ALL KNOW OF THEMSELVES, ON THE WITHDRAWAL OF THIS POINT, THAT THEY MUST OF COURSE RENOUNCE ALL SUBMISSION TO THE CREATOR BY REASON OF THEIR FAITH IN ANOTHER GOD, THERE COULD HAVE BEEN NO CALL FOR THE APOSTLE TO TEACH THEM SO EARNESTLY THAT WHICH THEIR OWN BELIEF MUST HAVE SPONTANEOUSLY SUGGESTED TO THEM. THEREFORE THE ENTIRE PURPORT OF THIS EPISTLE IS SIMPLY TO SHOW US THAT THE SUPERSESSION OF THE LAW COMES FROM THE APPOINTMENT OF THE CREATOR--A POINT, WHICH WE SHALL STILL HAVE TO KEEP IN MIND. SINCE ALSO HE MAKES MENTION OF NO OTHER GOD (AND HE COULD HAVE FOUND NO OTHER OPPORTUNITY OF DOING SO, MORE SUITABLE THAN WHEN HIS PURPOSE WAS TO SET FORTH THE REASON FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE LAW--ESPECIALLY AS THE PRESCRIPTION OF A NEW GOD WOULD HAVE AFFORDED A SINGULARLY GOOD AND MOST SUFFICIENT REASON), IT IS CLEAR ENOUGH IN WHAT SENSE HE WRITES, "I MARVEL THAT YE ARE SO SOON REMOVED FROM HIM WHO HATH CALLED YOU TO HIS GRACE TO ANOTHER GOSPEL"--HE MEANS) "ANOTHER" AS TO THE CONDUCT IT PRESCRIBES, NOT IN RESPECT OF ITS WORSHIP; "ANOTHER" AS TO THE DISCIPLINE IT TEACHES, NOT IN RESPECT OF ITS DIVINITY; BECAUSE IT IS THE OFFICE OF CHRIST'S GOSPEL TO CALL MEN FROM THE LAW TO GRACE, NOT FROM THE CREATOR TO ANOTHER GOD. FOR NOBODY HAD INDUCED THEM TO APOSTATIZE FROM THE CREATOR, THAT THEY SHOULD SEEM TO "BE REMOVED TO ANOTHER GOSPEL," SIMPLY WHEN THEY RETURN AGAIN TO THE CREATOR. WHEN HE ADDS, TOO, THE WORDS, "WHICH IS NOT ANOTHER," HE CONFIRMS THE FACT THAT THE GOSPEL WHICH HE MAINTAINS IS THE CREATOR'S. FOR THE CREATOR HIMSELF PROMISES THE GOSPEL, WHEN HE SAYS BY ISAIAH: "GET THEE UP INTO THE HIGH MOUNTAIN, THOU THAT BRINGEST TO SION GOOD TIDINGS; LIFT UP THY VOICE WITH STRENGTH, THOU THAT BRINGEST THE GOSPEL TO JERUSALEM." ALSO WHEN, WITH RESPECT TO THE APOSTLES PERSONALLY, HE SAYS, "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THEM THAT PREACH THE GOSPEL OF PEACE, THAT BRING GOOD TIDINGS OF GOOD"--EVEN PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL TO THE GENTILES, BECAUSE HE ALSO SAYS, "IN HIS NAME SHALL THE GENTILES TRUST;" THAT IS, IN THE NAME OF CHRIST, TO WHOM HE SAYS, "I HAVE GIVEN THEE AS A LIGHT OF THE GENTILES." HOWEVER, YOU WILL HAVE IT THAT IT IS THE GOSPEL OF A NEW GOD WHICH WAS THEN SET FORTH BY THE APOSTLE. SO THAT THERE ARE TWO GOSPELS FOR TWO GODS; AND THE APOSTLE MADE A GREAT MISTAKE WHEN HE SAID THAT "THERE IS NOT ANOTHER" GOSPEL," SINCE THERE IS (ON THE HYPOTHESIS) ANOTHER; AND SO, HE MIGHT HAVE MADE A BETTER DEFENSE OF HIS GOSPEL, BY RATHER DEMONSTRATING THIS, THAN BY INSISTING ON ITS BEING BUT ONE. BUT PERHAPS, TO AVOID THIS DIFFICULTY, YOU WILL SAY THAT HE THEREFORE ADDED JUST AFTERWARDS, "THOUGH AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN PREACH ANY OTHER GOSPEL, LET HIM BE ACCURSED," BECAUSE HE WAS AWARE THAT THE CREATOR WAS GOING TO INTRODUCE A GOSPEL! BUT YOU THUS ENTANGLE YOURSELF STILL MORE. FOR THIS IS NOW THE MESH IN WHICH YOU ARE CAUGHT. TO AFFIRM THAT THERE ARE TWO GOSPELS, IS NOT THE PART OF A MAN WHO HAS ALREADY DENIED THAT THERE IS ANOTHER. HIS MEANING, HOWEVER, IS CLEAR, FOR HE HAS MENTIONED HIMSELF FIRST (IN THE ANATHEMA): "BUT THOUGH WE OR AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN PREACH ANY OTHER GOSPEL." IT IS BY WAY OF AN EXAMPLE THAT HE HAS EXPRESSED HIMSELF. IF EVEN HE HIMSELF MIGHT NOT PREACH ANY OTHER GOSPEL, THEN NEITHER MIGHT AN ANGEL. HE SAID "ANGEL"' IN THIS WAY, THAT HE MIGHT SHOW HOW MUCH MORE MEN OUGHT NOT TO BE BELIEVED, WHEN NEITHER AN ANGEL NOR AN APOSTLE OUGHT TO BE; NOT THAT HE MEANT TO APPLY AN ANGEL TO THE GOSPEL OF THE CREATOR. HE THEN CURSORILY TOUCHES ON HIS OWN CONVERSION FROM A PERSECUTOR TO AN APOSTLE--CONFIRMING THEREBY THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, IN WHICH BOOK MAY BE FOUND THE VERY SUBJECT OF THIS EPISTLE, HOW THAT CERTAIN PERSONS INTERPOSED, AND SAID THAT MEN OUGHT TO BE CIRCUMCISED, AND THAT THE LAW OF MOSES WAS TO BE OBSERVED; AND HOW THE APOSTLES, WHEN CONSULTED, DETERMINED, BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE HOLY GHOST, THAT "A YOKE SHOULD NOT BE PUT UPON MEN'S NECKS WHICH THEIR FATHERS EVEN HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO BEAR." NOW, SINCE THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES THUS AGREE WITH PAUL, IT BECOMES APPARENT WHY YOU REJECT THEM. IT IS BECAUSE THEY DECLARE NO OTHER GOD THAN THE CREATOR, AND PROVE CHRIST TO BELONG TO NO OTHER GOD THAN THE CREATOR; WHILST THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY GHOST IS SHOWN TO HAVE BEEN FULFILLED IN NO OTHER DOCUMENT THAN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. NOW, IT IS NOT VERY LIKELY THAT THESE SHOULD BE FOUND IN AGREEMENT WITH THE APOSTLE, ON THE ONE HAND, WHEN THEY DESCRIBED HIS CAREER IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS OWN STATEMENT; BUT SHOULD, ON THE OTHER HAND, BE AT VARIANCE WITH HIM WHEN THEY ANNOUNCE THE (ATTRIBUTE OF) DIVINITY IN THE CREATOR'S CHRIST--AS IF PAUL DID NOT FOLLOW THE PREACHING OF THE APOSTLES WHEN HE RECEIVED FROM THEM THE PRESCRIPTION OF NOT TEACHING THE LAW. 
CHAP. III.--ST. PAUL QUITE IN ACCORDANCE WITH ST. PETER AND OTHER APOSTLES OF THE CIRCUMCISION. HIS CENSURE OF ST. PETER EXPLAINED, AND RESCUED FROM MARCION'S MISAPPLICATION. THE STRONG PROTESTS OF THIS EPISTLE AGAINST JUDAIZERS, YET ITS TEACHING IS SHOWN TO BE IN KEEPING WITH THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, MARCION'S TAMPERING WITH ST. PAUL'S WRITINGS CENSURED. 
BUT WITH REGARD TO THE COUNTENANCE OF PETER AND THE REST OF THE APOSTLES, HE TELLS US S THAT "FOURTEEN YEARS AFTER HE WENT UP TO JERUSALEM," IN ORDER TO CONFER WITH THEM ABOUT THE RULE WHICH HE FOLLOWED IN HIS GOSPEL, LEST PERCHANCE HE SHOULD ALL THOSE YEARS HAVE BEEN RUNNING, AND BE RUNNING STILL, IN VAIN, (WHICH WOULD BE THE CASE,) OF COURSE, IF HIS PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL FELL SHORT OF THEIR METHOD. SO GREAT HAD BEEN HIS DESIRE TO BE APPROVED AND SUPPORTED BY THOSE WHOM YOU WISH ON ALL OCCASIONS TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS IN ALLIANCE WITH JUDAISM! WHEN INDEED HE SAYS, THAT "NEITHER WAS TITUS CIRCUMCISED," HE FOR THE FIRST TIME SHOWS US THAT CIRCUMCISION WAS THE ONLY QUESTION CONNECTED WITH THE MAINTENANCE OF THE LAW, WHICH HAD BEEN AS YET AGITATED BY THOSE WHOM HE THEREFORE CALLS "FALSE BRETHREN UNAWARES BROUGHT IN." THESE PERSONS WENT NO FURTHER THAN TO INSIST ON A CONTINUANCE OF THE LAW, RETAINING UNQUESTIONABLY A SINCERE BELIEF IN THE CREATOR. THEY PERVERTED THE GOSPEL IN THEIR TEACHING, NOT INDEED BY SUCH A TAMPERING WITH THE SCRIPTURE AS SHOULD ENABLE THEM TO EXPUNGE THE CREATOR'S CHRIST, BUT BY SO RETAINING THE ANCIENT REGIME AS NOT TO EXCLUDE THE CREATOR'S LAW. THEREFORE, HE SAYS: "BECAUSE OF FALSE BRETHREN UNAWARES BROUGHT IN, WHO CAME IN PRIVILY TO SPY OUT OUR LIBERTY WHICH WE HAVE IN CHRIST, THAT THEY MIGHT BRING US INTO BONDAGE, TO WHOM WE GAVE PLACE BY SUBJECTION NOT EVEN FOR AN HOUR." LET US ONLY ATTEND TO THE CLEAR SENSE AND TO THE REASON OF THE THING, AND THE PERVERSION OF THE SCRIPTURE WILL BE APPARENT. WHEN HE FIRST SAYS, "NEITHER TITUS, WHO WAS WITH ME, BEING A GREEK, WAS COMPELLED TO BE CIRCUMCISED," AND THEN ADDS, "AND THAT BECAUSE OF FALSE BRETHREN UNAWARES BROUGHT IN," ETC., HE GIVES US AN INSIGHT INTO HIS REASON FOR ACTING IN A CLEAN CONTRARY WAY, SHOWING US WHEREFORE HE DID THAT WHICH HE WOULD NEITHER HAVE DONE NOR SHOWN TO US, IF THAT HAD NOT HAPPENED WHICH INDUCED HIM TO ACT AS HE DID. BUT THEN I WANT YOU TO TELL US WHETHER THEY WOULD HAVE YIELDED TO THE SUBJECTION THAT WAS DEMANDED, IF THESE FALSE BRETHREN HAD NOT CREPT IN TO SPY OUT THEIR LIBERTY? I APPREHEND NOT. THEY THEREFORE GAVE WAY (IN A PARTIAL CONCESSION), BECAUSE THERE WERE PERSONS WHOSE WEAK FAITH REQUIRED CONSIDERATION. FOR THEIR RUDIMENTARY BELIEF, WHICH WAS STILL IN SUSPENSE ABOUT THE OBSERVANCE OF THE LAW, DESERVED THIS CONCESSIVE TREATMENT, WHEN EVEN THE APOSTLE HIMSELF HAD SOME SUSPICION THAT HE MIGHT HAVE RUN, AND BE STILL RUNNING, IN VAIN. ACCORDINGLY, THE FALSE BRETHREN WHO WERE THE SPIES OF THEIR CHRISTIAN LIBERTY MUST BE THWARTED IN THEIR EFFORTS TO BRING IT UNDER THE YOKE OF THEIR OWN JUDAISM BEFORE THAT PAUL DISCOVERED WHETHER HIS LABOR HAD BEEN IN VAIN, BEFORE THAT THOSE WHO PRECEDED HIM IN THE APOSTOLATE GAVE HIM THEIR RIGHT HANDS OF FELLOWSHIP, BEFORE THAT HE ENTERED ON THE OFFICE OF PREACHING TO THE GENTILES, ACCORDING TO THEIR ARRANGEMENT WITH HIM. HE THEREFORE MADE SOME CONCESSION, AS WAS NECESSARY, FOR A TIME; AND THIS WAS THE REASON WHY HE HAD TIMOTHY CIRCUMCISED, AND THE NAZARITES INTRODUCED INTO THE TEMPLE, WHICH INCIDENTS ARE DESCRIBED IN THE ACTS. THEIR TRUTH MAY BE INFERRED FROM THEIR AGREEMENT WITH THE APOSTLE'S OWN PROFESSION, HOW "TO THE JEWS HE BECAME AS A JEW, THAT HE MIGHT GAIN THE JEWS, AND TO THEM THAT WERE UNDER THE LAW, AS UNDER THE LAW,"--AND SO HERE WITH RESPECT TO THOSE WHO COME IN SECRETLY,--"AND LASTLY, HOW HE BECAME ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN, THAT HE MIGHT GAIN ALL." NOW, INASMUCH AS THE CIRCUMSTANCES REQUIRE SUCH AN INTERPRETATION AS THIS, NO ONE WILL REFUSE TO ADMIT THAT PAUL PREACHED THAT GOD AND THAT CHRIST WHOSE LAW HE WAS EXCLUDING ALL THE WHILE, HOWEVER MUCH HE ALLOWED IT, OWING TO THE TIMES, BUT WHICH HE WOULD HAVE HAD SUMMARILY TO ABOLISH IF HE HAD PUBLISHED A NEW GOD. RIGHTLY, THEN, DID PETER AND JAMES AND JOHN GIVE THEIR RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP TO PAUL, AND AGREE ON SUCH A DIVISION OF THEIR WORK, AS THAT PAUL SHOULD GO TO THE HEATHEN, AND THEMSELVES TO THE CIRCUMCISION. THEIR AGREEMENT, ALSO, "TO REMEMBER THE POOR" WAS IN COMPLETE CONFORMITY WITH THE LAW OF THE CREATOR, WHICH CHERISHED THE POOR AND NEEDY, AS HAS BEEN SHOWN IN OUR OBSERVATIONS ON YOUR GOSPEL. IT IS THUS CERTAIN THAT THE QUESTION WAS ONE WHICH SIMPLY REGARDED THE LAW, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME IT IS APPARENT WHAT PORTION OF THE LAW IT WAS CONVENIENT TO HAVE OBSERVED. PAUL, HOWEVER, CENSURES PETER FOR NOT WALKING STRAIGHTFORWARDLY ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL. NO DOUBT HE BLAMES HIM; BUT IT WAS SOLELY BECAUSE OF HIS INCONSISTENCY IN THE MATTER OF "EATING," WHICH HE VARIED ACCORDING TO THE SORT OF PERSONS (WHOM HE ASSOCIATED WITH) "FEARING THEM WHICH WERE OF THE CIRCUMCISION," BUT NOT ON ACCOUNT OF ANY PERVERSE OPINION TOUCHING ANOTHER GOD. FOR IF SUCH A QUESTION HAD ARISEN, OTHERS ALSO WOULD HAVE BEEN "RESISTED FACE TO FACE" BY THE MAN WHO HAD NOT EVEN SPARED PETER ON THE COMPARATIVELY SMALL MATTER OF HIS DOUBTFUL CONVERSATION. BUT WHAT DO THE MARCIONITES WISH TO HAVE BELIEVED (ON THE POINT)? FOR THE REST, THE APOSTLE MUST (BE PERMITTED TO) GO ON WITH HIS OWN STATEMENT, WHEREIN HE SAYS THAT "A MAN IS NOT JUSTIFIED BY THE WORKS OF THE LAW, BUT BY FAITH:" FAITH, HOWEVER, IN THE SAME GOD TO WHOM BELONGS THE LAW ALSO. FOR OF COURSE HE WOULD HAVE BESTOWED NO LABOR ON SEVERING FAITH FROM THE LAW, WHEN THE DIFFERENCE OF THE GOD WOULD, IF THERE HAD ONLY BEEN ANY, HAVE OF ITSELF PRODUCED SUCH A SEVERANCE. JUSTLY, THEREFORE, DID HE REFUSE TO "BUILD UP AGAIN (THE STRUCTURE OF THE LAW) WHICH HE HAD OVERTHROWN." THE LAW, INDEED, HAD TO BE OVERTHROWN, FROM THE MOMENT WHEN JOHN "CRIED IN THE WILDERNESS, PREPARE YE THE WAYS OF THE LORD," THAT VALLEYS AND HILLS AND MOUNTAINS MAY BE FILLED UP AND LEVELLED, AND THE CROOKED AND THE ROUGH WAYS BE MADE STRAIGHT AND SMOOTH--IN OTHER WORDS, THAT THE DIFFICULTIES OF THE LAW MIGHT BE CHANGED INTO THE FACILITIES OF THE GOSPEL. FOR HE REMEMBERED THAT THE TIME WAS COME OF WHICH THE PSALM SPOKE, "LET US BREAK THEIR BANDS ASUNDER, AND CAST OFF THEIR YOKE FROM US;" SINCE THE TIME WHEN "THE NATIONS BECAME TUMULTUOUS, AND THE PEOPLE IMAGINED VAIN COUNSELS;" WHEN "THE KINGS OF THE EARTH STOOD UP, AND THE RULERS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD, AND AGAINST HIS CHRIST," IN ORDER THAT THENCEFORWARD MAN MIGHT BE JUSTIFIED BY THE LIBERTY OF FAITH, NOT BY SERVITUDE TO THE LAW, "BECAUSE THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY HIS FAITH." NOW, ALTHOUGH THE PROPHET HABAKKUK FIRST SAID THIS, YET YOU HAVE THE APOSTLE HERE CONFIRMING THE PROPHETS, EVEN AS CHRIST DID. THE OBJECT, THEREFORE, OF THE FAITH WHEREBY THE JUST MAN SHALL LIVE, WILL BE THAT SAME GOD TO WHOM LIKEWISE BELONGS THE LAW, BY DOING WHICH NO MAN IS JUSTIFIED. SINCE, THEN, THERE EQUALLY ARE FOUND THE CURSE IN THE LAW AND THE BLESSING IN FAITH, YOU HAVE BOTH CONDITIONS SET FORTH BY THE CREATOR: "BEHOLD," SAYS HE, "I HAVE SET BEFORE YOU A BLESSING AND A CURSE." YOU CANNOT ESTABLISH A DIVERSITY OF AUTHORS BECAUSE THERE HAPPENS TO BE ONE OF THINGS; FOR THE DIVERSITY IS ITSELF PROPOSED BY ONE AND THE SAME AUTHOR. WHY, HOWEVER, "CHRIST WAS MADE A CURSE FOR US," IS DECLARED BY THE APOSTLE HIMSELF IN A WAY WHICH QUITE HELPS OUR SIDE, AS BEING THE RESULT OF THE CREATOR'S APPOINTMENT? BUT YET IT BY NO MEANS FOLLOWS, BECAUSE THE CREATOR SAID OF OLD, "CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGETH ON A TREE," THAT CHRIST BELONGED TO ANOTHER GOD, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT WAS ACCURSED EVEN THEN IN THE LAW. AND HOW, INDEED, COULD THE CREATOR HAVE CURSED BY ANTICIPATION ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT OF? WHY, HOWEVER, MAY IT NOT BE MORE SUITABLE FOR THE CREATOR TO HAVE DELIVERED HIS OWN SON TO HIS OWN CURSE, THAN TO HAVE SUBMITTED HIM TO THE MALEDICTION OF THAT GOD OF YOURS, IN BEHALF, TOO, OF MAN, WHO IS AN ALIEN TO HIM? NOW, IF THIS APPOINTMENT OF THE CREATOR RESPECTING HIS SON APPEARS TO YOU TO BE A CRUEL ONE, IT IS EQUALLY SO IN THE CASE OF YOUR OWN GOD; IF, ON THE CONTRARY, IT BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON IN YOUR GOD, IT IS EQUALLY SO--NAY, MUCH MORE SO--IN MINE. FOR IT WOULD BE MORE CREDIBLE THAT THAT GOD HAD PROVIDED BLESSING FOR MAN, THROUGH THE CURSE OF CHRIST, WHO FORMERLY SET BOTH A BLESSING AND A CURSE BEFORE MAN, THAN THAT HE HAD DONE SO, WHO, ACCORDING TO YOU, NEVER AT ANY TIME PRONOUNCED EITHER. "WE HAVE RECEIVED THEREFORE, THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT," AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "THROUGH FAITH," EVEN THAT FAITH BY WHICH THE JUST MAN LIVES, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CREATOR'S PURPOSE. WHAT I SAY, THEN, IS THIS, THAT THAT GOD IS THE OBJECT OF FAITH WHO PREFIGURED THE GRACE OF FAITH. BUT WHEN HE ALSO ADDS, "FOR YE ARE ALL THE CHILDREN OF FAITH," IT BECOMES DEAR THAT WHAT THE HERETIC'S INDUSTRY ERASED WAS THE MENTION OF ABRAHAM'S NAME; FOR BY FAITH THE APOSTLE DECLARES US TO BE "CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM," AND AFTER MENTIONING HIM HE EXPRESSLY CALLED US "CHILDREN OF FAITH" ALSO. BUT HOW ARE WE CHILDREN OF FAITH? AND OF WHOSE FAITH, IF NOT ABRAHAM'S? FOR SINCE "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS;" SINCE, ALSO, HE DESERVED FOR THAT REASON TO BE CALLED "THE FATHER OF MANY NATIONS," WHILST WE, WHO ARE EVEN MORE LIKE HIM IN BELIEVING IN GOD, ARE THEREBY JUSTIFIED AS ABRAHAM WAS, AND THEREBY ALSO OBTAIN LIFE--SINCE THE JUST LIVES BY HIS FAITH,--IT THEREFORE HAPPENS THAT, AS HE IN THE PREVIOUS PASSAGE CALLED US "SONS OF ABRAHAM," SINCE HE IS IN FAITH OUR (COMMON) FATHER, SO HERE ALSO HE NAMED US "CHILDREN OF FAITH," FOR IT WAS OWING TO HIS FAITH THAT IT WAS PROMISED THAT ABRAHAM SHOULD BE THE FATHER OF (MANY) NATIONS. AS TO THE FACT ITSELF OF HIS CALLING OFF FAITH FROM CIRCUMCISION, DID HE NOT SEEK THEREBY TO CONSTITUTE US THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM, WHO HAD BELIEVED PREVIOUS TO HIS CIRCUMCISION IN THE FLESH? IN SHORT, FAITH IN ONE OF TWO GODS CANNOT POSSIBLY ADMIT US TO THE DISPENSATION OF THE OTHER, SO THAT IT SHOULD IMPUTE RIGHTEOUSNESS TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM, AND MAKE THE JUST LIVE THROUGH HIM, AND DECLARE THE GENTILES TO BE HIS CHILDREN THROUGH FAITH. SUCH A DISPENSATION AS THIS BELONGS WHOLLY TO HIM THROUGH WHOSE APPOINTMENT IT WAS ALREADY MADE KNOWN BY THE CALL OF THIS SELF-SAME ABRAHAM, AS IS CONCLUSIVELY SHOWN' BY THE NATURAL MEANING. 
CHAP. IV.--ANOTHER INSTANCE OF MARCION'S TAMPERING WITH ST. PAUL'S TEXT. THE FULNESS OF TIME, ANNOUNCED BY THE APOSTLE, FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS. MOSAIC RITES ABROGATED BY THE CREATOR HIMSELF. MARCION'S TRICKS ABOUT ABRAHAM'S NAME. THE CREATOR, BY HIS CHRIST, THE FOUNTAIN OF THE GRACE AND THE LIBERTY WHICH ST. PAUL ANNOUNCED. MARCION'S DOCETISM REFUTED. 
"BUT," SAYS HE, "I SPEAK AFTER THE MANNER OF MEN: WHEN WE WERE CHILDREN, WE WERE PLACED IN BONDAGE UNDER THE ELEMENTS OF THE WORLD." THIS, HOWEVER, WAS NOT SAID "AFTER THE MANNER OF MEN." FOR THERE IS NO FIGURE HERE, BUT LITERAL TRUTH. FOR (WITH RESPECT TO THE LATTER CLAUSE OF THIS PASSAGE), WHAT CHILD (IN THE SENSE, THAT IS, IN WHICH THE GENTILES ARE CHILDREN) IS NOT IN BONDAGE TO THE ELEMENTS OF THE WORLD, WHICH HE LOOKS UP TO IN THE LIGHT OF A GOD? WITH REGARD, HOWEVER, TO THE FORMER CLAUSE, THERE WAS A FIGURE (AS THE APOSTLE WROTE IT); BECAUSE AFTER HE HAD SAID, "I SPEAK AFTER THE MANNER OF MEN," HE ADDS), "THOUGH IT BE BUT A MAN'S COVENANT, NO MAN DISANNULLETH, OR ADDETH THERETO." FOR BY THE FIGURE OF THE PERMANENCY OF A HUMAN COVENANT HE WAS DEFENDING THE DIVINE TESTAMENT. "TO ABRAHAM WERE THE PROMISES MADE, AND TO HIS SEED. HE SAID NOT 'TO SEEDS,' AS OF MANY; BUT AS OF ONE, 'TO THY SEED,' WHICH IS CHRIST." FIE ON MARCION'S SPONGE! BUT INDEED, IT IS SUPERFLUOUS TO DWELL ON WHAT HE HAS ERASED, WHEN HE MAY BE MORE EFFECTUALLY CONFUTED FROM THAT WHICH HE HAS RETAINED. "BUT WHEN THE FULNESS OF TIME WAS COME, GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON"--THE GOD, OF COURSE, WHO IS THE LORD OF THAT VERY SUCCESSION OF TIMES WHICH CONSTITUTES AN AGE; WHO ALSO ORDAINED, AS "SIGNS" OF TIME, SUNS AND MOONS AND CONSTELLATIONS AND STARS; WHO FURTHERMORE BOTH PREDETERMINED AND PREDICTED THAT THE REVELATION OF HIS SON SHOULD BE POSTPONED TO THE END OF THE TIMES. "IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THE LAST DAYS, THAT THE MOUNTAIN (OF THE HOUSE) OF THE LORD SHALL BE MANIFESTED"; "AND IN THE LAST DAYS I WILL. POUR OUT OF MY SPIRIT UPON ALL FLESH" AS JOEL SAYS. IT WAS CHARACTERISTIC OF HIM (ONLY) TO WAIT PATIENTLY FOR THE FULNESS OF TIME, TO WHOM BELONGED THE END OF TIME NO LESS THAN THE BEGINNING. BUT AS FOR THAT IDLE GOD, WHO HAS NEITHER ANY WORK NOR ANY PROPHECY, NOR ACCORDINGLY ANY TIME, TO SHOW FOR HIMSELF WHAT HAS HE EVER DONE TO BRING ABOUT THE FULNESS OF TIME, OR TO WAIT PATIENTLY ITS COMPLETION? IF NOTHING, WHAT AN IMPOTENT STATE TO HAVE TO WAIT FOR THE CREATOR'S TIME, IN SERVILITY TO THE CREATOR! BUT FOR WHAT END DID HE SEND HIS SON? "TO REDEEM THEM THAT WERE UNDER THE LAW," IN OTHER WORDS, TO "MAKE THE CROOKED WAYS STRAIGHT, AND THE ROUGH PLACES SMOOTH," AS ISAIAH SAYS--IN ORDER THAT OLD THINGS MIGHT PASS AWAY, AND A NEW COURSE BEGIN, EVEN "THE NEW LAW OUT OF ZION, AND THE WORD OF THE LORD FROM JERUSALEM," AND "THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE THE ADOPTION OF SONS," THAT IS, THE GENTILES, WHO ONCE WERE NOT SONS. FOR HE IS TO BE "THE LIGHT OF THE GENTILES," AND "IN HIS NAME SHALL THE GENTILES TRUST." THAT WE MAY HAVE, THEREFORE THE ASSURANCE THAT WE ARE THE CHILDREN OF GOD, "HE HATH SENT FORTH HIS SPIRIT INTO OUR HEARTS, CRYING, ABBA, FATHER." FOR "IN THE LAST DAYS," SAITH HE," I WILL POUR OUT OF MY SPIRIT UPON ALL FLESH." NOW, FROM WHOM COMES THIS GRACE, BUT FROM HIM WHO PROCLAIMED THE PROMISE THEREOF? WHO IS (OUR) FATHER, BUT HE WHO IS ALSO OUR MAKER? THEREFORE, AFTER SUCH AFFLUENCE (OF GRACE), THEY SHOULD NOT HAVE RETURNED "TO WEAK AND BEGGARLY ELEMENTS." BY THE ROMANS, HOWEVER, THE RUDIMENTS OF LEARNING ARE WONT TO BE CALLED ELEMENTS. HE DID NOT THEREFORE SEEK, BY ANY DEPRECIATION OF THE MUNDANE ELEMENTS, TO TURN THEM AWAY FROM THEIR GOD, ALTHOUGH, WHEN HE SAID JUST BEFORE, "HOWBEIT, THEN, YE SERVE THEM WHICH BY NATURE ARE NO GODS," HE CENSURED THE ERROR OF THAT PHYSICAL OR NATURAL SUPERSTITION WHICH HOLDS THE ELEMENTS TO BE GOD; BUT AT THE GOD OF THOSE ELEMENTS HE AIMED NOT IN THIS CENSURE. HE TELLS US HIMSELF CLEARLY ENOUGH WHAT HE MEANS BY "ELEMENTS," EVEN THE RUDIMENTS OF THE LAW: "YE OBSERVE DAYS, AND MONTHS, AND TIMES, AND YEARS"--THE SABBATHS, I SUPPOSE, AND "THE PREPARATIONS," AND THE FASTS, AND THE "HIGH DAYS." FOR THE CESSATION OF EVEN THESE, NO LESS THAN OF CIRCUMCISION, WAS APPOINTED BY THE CREATOR'S DECREES, WHO HAD SAID BY ISAIAH, "YOUR NEW MOONS, AND YOUR SABBATHS, AND YOUR HIGH DAYS I CANNOT BEAR; YOUR FASTING, AND FEASTS, AND CEREMONIES MY SOUL HATETH", ALSO BY AMOS, "I HATE, I DESPISE YOUR FEAST-DAYS, AND I WILL NOT SMELL IN YOUR SOLEMN ASSEMBLIES;" AND AGAIN BY HOSEA, "I WILL CAUSE TO CEASE ALL HER MIRTH, AND HER FEAST-DAYS, AND HER SABBATHS, AND HER NEW MOONS, AND ALL HER SOLEMN ASSEMBLIES." THE INSTITUTIONS WHICH HE SET UP HIMSELF, YOU ASK, DID HE THEN DESTROY? YES, RATHER THAN ANY OTHER. OR IF ANOTHER DESTROYED THEM, HE ONLY HELPED ON THE PURPOSE OF THE CREATOR, BY REMOVING WHAT EVEN HE HAD CONDEMNED. BUT THIS IS NOT THE PLACE TO DISCUSS THE QUESTION WHY THE CREATOR ABOLISHED HIS OWN LAWS. IT IS ENOUGH FOR US TO HAVE PROVED THAT HE INTENDED SUCH AN ABOLITION, THAT SO IT MAY BE AFFIRMED THAT THE APOSTLE DETERMINED NOTHING TO THE PREJUDICE OF THE CREATOR, SINCE THE ABOLITION ITSELF PROCEEDS FROM THE CREATOR. BUT AS, IN THE CASE OF THIEVES, SOMETHING OF THE STOLEN GOODS IS APT TO DROP BY THE WAY, AS A CLUE TO THEIR DETECTION; SO, AS IT SEEMS TO ME, IT HAS HAPPENED TO MARCION: THE LAST MENTION OF ABRAHAM'S NAME HE HAS LEFT UNTOUCHED (IN THE EPISTLE), ALTHOUGH NO PASSAGE REQUIRED HIS ERASURE MORE THAN THIS, EVEN HIS PARTIAL ALTERATION OF THE TEXT. "FOR (IT IS WRITTEN) THAT ABRAHAM HAD TWO SONS, THE ONE BY A BOND MAID, THE OTHER BY A FREE WOMAN; BUT HE WHO WAS OF THE BOND MAID WAS BORN AFTER THE FLESH, BUT HE OF THE FREE WOMAN WAS BY PROMISE: WHICH THINGS ARE ALLEGORIZED" (THAT IS TO SAY, THEY PRESAGED SOMETHING BESIDES THE LITERAL HISTORY); "FOR THESE ARE THE TWO COVENANTS," OR THE TWO EXHIBITIONS (OF THE DIVINE PLANS), AS WE HAVE FOUND THE WORD INTERPRETED," THE ONE FROM THE MOUNT SINAI," IN RELATION TO THE SYNAGOGUE OF THE JEWS, ACCORDING TO THE LAW, "WHICH GENDERETH TO BONDAGE"--"THE OTHER GENDERETH" (TO LIBERTY, BEING RAISED) ABOVE ALL PRINCIPALITY, AND POWER, AND DOMINION, AND EVERY NAME THAT IS L NAMED, NOT ONLY IN THIS WORLD, BUT IN THAT WHICH IS TO COME, "WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF US ALL," IN WHICH WE HAVE THE PROMISE OF (CHRIST'S) HOLY CHURCH; BY REASON OF WHICH HE ADDS IN CONCLUSION: "SO THEN, BRETHREN, WE ARE NOT CHILDREN OF THE BOND WOMAN, BUT OF THE FREE." IN THIS PASSAGE HE HAS UNDOUBTEDLY SHOWN THAT CHRISTIANITY HAD A NOBLE BIRTH, BEING SPRUNG, AS THE MYSTERY OF THE ALLEGORY INDICATES, FROM THAT SON OF ABRAHAM WHO WAS BORN OF THE FREE WOMAN; WHEREAS FROM THE SON OF THE BOND MAID CAME THE LEGAL BONDAGE OF JUDAISM. BOTH DISPENSATIONS, THEREFORE, EMANATE FROM THAT SAME GOD BY WHOM, AS WE HAVE FOUND, THEY WERE BOTH SKETCHED OUT BEFOREHAND. WHEN HE SPEAKS OF "THE LIBERTY WHEREWITH CHRIST HATH MADE US FREE," DOES NOT THE VERY PHRASE INDICATE THAT HE IS THE LIBERATOR WHO WAS ONCE THE MASTER? FOR GALBA HIMSELF NEVER LIBERATED SLAVES WHICH WERE NOT HIS OWN, EVEN WHEN ABOUT TO RESTORE FREE MEN TO THEIR LIBERTY. BY HIM, THEREFORE, WILL LIBERTY BE BESTOWED, AT WHOSE COMMAND LAY THE ENSLAVING POWER OF THE LAW. AND VERY PROPERLY. IT WAS NOT MEET THAT THOSE WHO HAD RECEIVED LIBERTY SHOULD BE "ENTANGLED AGAIN WITH THE YOKE OF BONDAGE"--THAT IS, OF THE LAW; NOW THAT THE PSALM HAD ITS PROPHECY ACCOMPLISHED: "LET US BREAK THEIR BANDS ASUNDER, AND CAST AWAY THEIR CORDS FROM US, SINCE THE RULERS HAVE GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST HIS CHRIST.'' ALL THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO HAD BEEN DELIVERED FROM THE YOKE OF SLAVERY HE WOULD EARNESTLY HAVE TO OBLITERATE THE VERY MARK OF SLAVERY--EVEN CIRCUMCISION, ON THE AUTHORITY OF THE PROPHET'S PREDICTION. HE REMEMBERED HOW THAT JEREMIAH HAD SAID, "CIRCUMCISE THE FORESKINS OF YOUR HEART;" AS MOSES LIKEWISE HAD ENJOINED, "CIRCUMCISE YOUR HARD HEARTS"--NOT THE LITERAL FLESH. IF, NOW, HE, WERE FOR EXCLUDING CIRCUMCISION, AS THE MESSENGER OF A NEW GOD, WHY DOES HE SAY THAT "IN CHRIST NEITHER CIRCUMCISION AVAILETH ANYTHING, NOR UNCIRCUMCISION? FOR IT WAS HIS DUTY TO PREFER THE RIVAL PRINCIPLE OF THAT WHICH HE WAS ABOLISHING, IF HE HAD A MISSION FROM THE GOD WHO WAS THE ENEMY OF CIRCUMCISION. FURTHERMORE, SINCE BOTH CIRCUMCISION AND UNCIRCUMCISION WERE ATTRIBUTED TO THE SAME DEITY, BOTH LOST THEIR POWER IN CHRIST, BY REASON OF THE EXCELLENCY OF FAITH--OF THAT FAITH CONCERNING WHICH IT HAD BEEN WRITTEN, "AND IN HIS NAME SHALL THE GENTILES TRUST?"--OF THAT FAITH "WHICH," HE SAYS "WORKETH BY LOVE." BY THIS SAYING HE ALSO SHOWS THAT THE CREATOR IS THE SOURCE OF THAT GRACE. FOR WHETHER HE SPEAKS OF THE LOVE WHICH IS DUE TO GOD, OR THAT WHICH IS DUE TO ONE'S NEIGHBOR--IN EITHER CASE, THE CREATOR'S GRACE IS MEANT: FOR IT IS HE WHO ENJOINS THE FIRST IN THESE WORDS, "THOU SHALT LOVE GOD WITH ALL THINE HEART, AND WITH ALL THY SOUL, AND WITH ALL THY STRENGTH;" AND ALSO THE SECOND IN ANOTHER PASSAGE: "THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF." "BUT HE THAT TROUBLETH YOU SHALL HAVE TO BEAR JUDGMENT." FROM WHAT GOD? FROM (MARCION'S) MOST EXCELLENT GOD? BUT HE DOES NOT EXECUTE JUDGMENT. FROM THE CREATOR? BUT NEITHER WILL HE CONDEMN THE MAINTAINER OF CIRCUMCISION. NOW, IF NONE OTHER BUT THE CREATOR SHALL BE FOUND TO EXECUTE JUDGMENT, IT FOLLOWS THAT ONLY HE, WHO HAS DETERMINED ON THE CESSATION OF THE LAW, SHALL BE ABLE TO CONDEMN THE DEFENDERS OF THE LAW; AND WHAT, IF HE ALSO AFFIRMS THE LAW IN THAT PORTION OF IT WHERE IT OUGHT (TO BE PERMANENT)? "FOR," SAYS HE, "ALL THE LAW IS FULFILLED IN YOU BY THIS: 'THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF.' " IF, INDEED, HE WILL HAVE IT THAT BY THE WORDS "IT IS FULFILLED" IT IS IMPLIED THAT THE LAW NO LONGER HAS TO BE FULFILLED, THEN OF COURSE HE DOES NOT MEAN THAT I SHOULD ANY MORE LOVE MY NEIGHBOR AS MYSELF, SINCE THIS PRECEPT MUST HAVE CEASED TOGETHER WITH THE LAW. BUT NO! WE MUST EVERMORE CONTINUE TO OBSERVE THIS COMMANDMENT. THE CREATOR'S LAW, THEREFORE, HAS RECEIVED THE APPROVAL OF THE RIVAL GOD, WHO HAS, IN FACT, BESTOWED UPON IT NOT THE SENTENCE OF A SUMMARY DISMISSAL, BUT THE FAVOR OF A COMPENDIOUS ACCEPTANCE; THE GIST OF IT ALL BEING CONCENTRATED IN THIS ONE PRECEPT! BUT THIS CONDENSATION OF THE LAW IS, IN FACT, ONLY POSSIBLE TO HIM WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF IT. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE SAYS, "BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER'S BURDENS, AND SO FULFILL THE LAW OF CHRIST," SINCE THIS CANNOT BE ACCOMPLISHED EXCEPT A MAN LOVE HIS NEIGHBOR AS HIMSELF, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE PRECEPT, "THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF" (WHICH, IN FACT, UNDERLIES THE INJUNCTION, 'BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER'S BURDENS"), IS REALLY "THE LAW OF CHRIST," THOUGH LITERALLY THE LAW OF THE CREATOR. CHRIST, THEREFORE, IS THE CREATOR'S CHRIST, AS CHRIST'S LAW IS THE CREATOR'S LAW. "BE NOT DECEIVED, GOD IS NOT MOCKED." BUT MARCION'S GOD CAN BE MOCKED; FOR HE KNOWS NOT HOW TO BE ANGRY, OR HOW TO TAKE VENGEANCE. "FOR WHATSOEVER A MAN SOWETH, THAT SHALL HE ALSO REAP." IT IS THEN THE GOD OF RECOMPENSE AND JUDGMENT WHO THREATENS THIS. "LET US NOT BE WEARY IN WELL-DOING;" AND "AS WE HAVE OPPORTUNITY, LET US DO GOOD." DENY NOW THAT THE CREATOR HAS GIVEN A COMMANDMENT TO DO GOOD, AND THEN A DIVERSITY OF PRECEPT MAY ARGUE A DIFFERENCE OF GODS. IF, HOWEVER, HE ALSO ANNOUNCES RECOMPENSE, THEN FROM THE SAME GOD MUST COME THE HARVEST BOTH OF DEATH AND OF LIFE. BUT "IN DUE TIME WE SHALL REAP;" BECAUSE IN ECCLESIASTES IT IS SAID, "FOR EVERYTHING THERE WILL BE A TIME." MOREOVER, "THE WORLD IS CRUCIFIED UNTO ME," WHO AM A SERVANT OF THE CREATOR--"THE WORLD," (I SAY,) BUT NOT THE GOD WHO MADE THE WORLD--"AND I UNTO THE WORLD," NOT UNTO THE GOD WHO MADE THE WORLD. THE WORLD, IN THE APOSTLE'S SENSE, HERE MEANS LIFE AND CONVERSATION ACCORDING TO WORLDLY PRINCIPLES; IT IS IN RENOUNCING THESE THAT WE AND THEY ARE MUTUALLY CRUCIFIED AND MUTUALLY SLAIN. HE CALLS THEM "PERSECUTORS OF CHRIST." BUT WHEN HE ADDS, THAT "HE, BARE IN HIS BODY THE SCARS OF CHRIST"-- SINCE SCARS, OF COURSE, ARE ACCIDENTS OF BODY--HE THEREFORE EXPRESSED THE TRUTH, THAT THE FLESH OF CHRIST IS NOT PUTATIVE, BUT REAL AND SUBSTANTIAL, THE SCARS OF WHICH HE REPRESENTS AS BORNE UPON HIS BODY. 
CHAP. V.--THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS. THE PAULINE SALUTATION OF GRACE AND PEACE SHOWN TO BE ANTI-MARCIONITE. THE CROSS OF CHRIST PURPOSED BY THE CREATOR. MARCION ONLY PERPETUATES THE OFFENCE AND FOOLISHNESS OF CHRIST'S CROSS BY HIS IMPIOUS SEVERANCE OF THE GOSPEL FROM THE CREATOR.ANALOGIES BETWEEN THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL IN THE MATTER OF WEAK THINGS, AND FOOLISH THINGS AND BASE THINGS. 
MY PRELIMINARY REMARKS ON THE PRECEDING EPISTLE CALLED ME AWAY FROM TREATING OF ITS SUPERSCRIPTION, FOR I WAS SURE THAT ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY WOULD OCCUR FOR CONSIDERING THE MATTER, IT BEING OF CONSTANT RECURRENCE, AND IN THE SAME FORM TOO, IN EVERY EPISTLE. THE POINT, THEN, IS, THAT IT IS NOT (THE USUAL) HEALTH WHICH THE APOSTLE PRESCRIBES FOR THOSE TO WHOM HE WRITES, BUT "GRACE AND PEACE." I DO NOT ASK, INDEED, WHAT A DESTROYER OF JUDAISM HAS TO DO WITH A FORMULA WHICH THE JEWS STILL USE. FOR TO THIS DAY THEY SALUTE EACH OTHER WITH THE GREETING OF "PEACE," AND FORMERLY IN THEIR SCRIPTURES THEY DID THE SAME. BUT I UNDERSTAND HIM BY HIS PRACTICE PLAINLY ENOUGH TO HAVE CORROBORATED THE DECLARATION OF THE CREATOR: "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THEM THAT BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD, WHO PREACH THE GOSPEL OF PEACE!" FOR THE HERALD OF GOOD, THAT IS, OF GOD'S "GRACE" WAS WELL AWARE THAT ALONG WITH IT "PEACE" ALSO WAS TO BE PROCLAIMED. NOW, WHEN HE ANNOUNCES THESE BLESSINGS AS "FROM GOD THE FATHER AND THE LORD JESUS," HE USES TITLES THAT ARE COMMON TO BOTH, AND WHICH ARE ALSO ADAPTED TO THE MYSTERY OF OUR FAITH; AND I SUPPOSE IT TO BE IMPOSSIBLE ACCURATELY TO DETERMINE WHAT GOD IS DECLARED TO BE THE FATHER AND THE LORD JESUS, UNLESS (WE CONSIDER) WHICH OF THEIR ACCRUING ATTRIBUTES ARE MORE SUITED TO THEM SEVERALLY. FIRST, THEN, I ASSERT THAT NONE OTHER THAN THE CREATOR AND SUSTAINER OF BOTH MAN AND THE UNIVERSE CAN BE ACKNOWLEDGED AS FATHER AND LORD; NEXT, THAT TO THE FATHER ALSO THE TITLE OF LORD ACCRUES BY REASON OF HIS POWER, AND THAT THE SON TOO RECEIVES THE SAME THROUGH THE FATHER; THEN THAT "GRACE AND PEACE" ARE NOT ONLY HIS WHO HAD THEM PUBLISHED, BUT HIS LIKEWISE TO WHOM OFFENCE HAD BEEN GIVEN. FOR NEITHER DOES GRACE EXIST, EXCEPT AFTER OFFENCE; NOR PEACE, EXCEPT AFTER WAR. NOW, BOTH THE PEOPLE (OF ISRAEL) BY THEIR TRANSGRESSION OF HIS LAWS, AND THE WHOLE RACE OF MANKIND BY THEIR NEGLECT OF NATURAL DUTY, HAD BOTH SINNED AND REBELLED AGAINST THE CREATOR. MARCION'S GOD, HOWEVER, COULD NOT HAVE BEEN OFFENDED, BOTH BECAUSE HE WAS UNKNOWN TO EVERYBODY, AND BECAUSE HE IS INCAPABLE OF BEING IRRITATED. WHAT GRACE, THEREFORE, CAN BE HAD OF A GOD WHO HAS NOT BEEN OFFENDED? WHAT PEACE FROM ONE WHO HAS NEVER EXPERIENCED REBELLION? "THE CROSS OF CHRIST," HE SAYS, "IS TO THEM THAT PERISH FOOLISHNESS; BUT UNTO SUCH AS SHALL OBTAIN SALVATION, IT IS THE POWER OF GOD AND THE WISDOM OF GOD." AND THEN, THAT WE MAY KNOWN FROM WHENCE THIS COMES, HE ADDS: "FOR IT IS WRITTEN, 'I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND WILL BRING TO NOTHING THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRUDENT.'" NOW, SINCE THESE ARE THE CREATOR'S WORDS, AND SINCE WHAT PERTAINS TO THE DOCTRINE S OF THE CROSS HE ACCOUNTS AS FOOLISHNESS, THEREFORE BOTH THE CROSS, AND ALSO CHRIST BY REASON OF THE CROSS, WILL APPERTAIN TO THE CREATOR, BY WHOM WERE PREDICTED THE INCIDENTS OF THE CROSS. BUT IF THE CREATOR, AS AN ENEMY, TOOK AWAY THEIR WISDOM IN ORDER THAT THE CROSS OF CHRIST, CONSIDERED AS HIS ADVERSARY, SHOULD BE ACCOUNTED FOOLISHNESS, HOW BY ANY POSSIBILITY CAN THE CREATOR HAVE FORETOLD ANYTHING ABOUT THE CROSS OF A CHRIST WHO IS NOT HIS OWN, AND OF WHOM HE KNEW NOTHING, WHEN HE PUBLISHED THE PREDICTION? BUT, AGAIN, HOW HAPPENS IT, THAT IN THE SYSTEM OF A LORD WHO IS SO VERY GOOD, AND SO PROFUSE IN MERCY, SOME CARRY OFF SALVATION, WHEN THEY BELIEVE THE CROSS TO BE THE WISDOM AND POWER OF GOD, WHILST OTHERS INCUR PERDITION, TO WHOM THE CROSS OF CHRIST IS ACCOUNTED FOLLY;- (HOW HAPPENS IT, I REPEAT,) UNLESS IT IS IN THE CREATOR'S DISPENSATION TO HAVE PUNISHED BOTH THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL AND THE HUMAN RACE, FOR SOME GREAT OFFENCE COMMITTED AGAINST HIM, WITH THE LOSS OF WISDOM AND PRUDENCE? WHAT FOLLOWS WILL CONFIRM THIS SUGGESTION, WHEN HE ASKS, "HATH NOT GOD INFATUATED THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD?" AND WHEN HE ADDS THE REASON WHY: "FOR AFTER THAT, IN THE WISDOM OF GOD, THE WORLD BY WISDOM KNEW NOT GOD, IT, PLEASED GOD BY THE FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING TO SAVE THEM THAT BELIEVE." BUT FIRST A WORD ABOUT THE EXPRESSION "THE WORLD;" BECAUSE IN THIS PASSAGE PARTICULARLY, THE HERETICS EXPEND A GREAT DEAL OF THEIR SUBTLETY IN SHOWING THAT BY WORLD IS MEANT THE LORD OF THE WORLD. WE, HOWEVER, UNDERSTAND THE TERM TO APPLY TO ANY PERSON THAT IS IN THE WORLD, BY A SIMPLE IDIOM OF HUMAN LANGUAGE, WHICH OFTEN SUBSTITUTES THAT WHICH CONTAINS FOR THAT WHICH IS CONTAINED. "THE CIRCUS SHOUTED," "THE FORUM SPOKE," AND "THE BASILICA MURMURED," ARE WELL-KNOWN EXPRESSIONS, MEANING THAT THE PEOPLE IN THESE PLACES DID SO. SINCE THEN THE MAN, NOT THE GOD, OF THE WORLD IN HIS WISDOM KNEW NOT GOD, WHOM INDEED HE OUGHT TO HAVE KNOWN (BOTH THE JEW BY HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE SCRIPTURES, AND ALL THE HUMAN RACE BY THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S WORKS), THEREFORE THAT GOD, WHO WAS NOT ACKNOWLEDGED IN HIS WISDOM, RESOLVED TO SMITE MEN'S KNOWLEDGE WITH HIS FOOLISHNESS, BY SAVING ALL THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN THE FOLLY OF THE PREACHED CROSS. "BECAUSE THE JEWS REQUIRE SIGNS," WHO OUGHT TO HAVE ALREADY MADE UP THEIR MINDS ABOUT GOD, "AND THE GREEKS SEEK AFTER WISDOM,'' WHO RELY UPON THEIR OWN WISDOM, AND NOT UPON GOD'S. IF, HOWEVER, IT WAS A NEW GOD THAT WAS BEING PREACHED, WHAT SIN HAD THE JEWS COMMITTED, IN SEEKING AFTER SIGNS TO BELIEVE; OR THE GREEKS, WHEN THEY HUNTED AFTER A WISDOM WHICH THEY WOULD PREFER TO ACCEPT? THUS, THE VERY RETRIBUTION WHICH OVERTOOK BOTH JEWS AND GREEKS PROVES THAT GOD IS BOTH A JEALOUS GOD AND A JUDGE, INASMUCH AS HE INFATUATED THE WORLD'S WISDOM BY AN ANGRY AND A JUDICIAL RETRIBUTION. SINCE, THEN, THE CAUSES ARE IN THE HANDS OF HIM WHO GAVE US THE SCRIPTURES WHICH WE USE, IT FOLLOWS THAT THE APOSTLE, WHEN TREATING OF THE CREATOR, (AS HIM WHOM BOTH JEW AND GENTILE AS YET HAVE) NOT KNOWN, MEANS UNDOUBTEDLY TO TEACH US, THAT THE GOD WHO IS TO BECOME KNOWN (IN CHRIST) IS THE CREATOR. THE VERY "STUMBLING-BLOCK" WHICH HE DECLARES CHRIST TO BE "TO THE JEWS," POINTS UNMISTAKEABLY TO THE CREATOR'S PROPHECY RESPECTING HIM, WHEN BY ISAIAH HE SAYS: "BEHOLD I LAY IN SION A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENCE." THIS ROCK OR STONE IS CHRIST. THIS STUMBLING-STONE MARCION RETAINS STILL. NOW, WHAT IS THAT "FOOLISHNESS OF GOD WHICH IS WISER THAN MEN," BUT THE CROSS AND DEATH OF CHRIST? WHAT IS THAT "WEAKNESS OF GOD WHICH IS STRONGER THAN MEN," BUT THE NATIVITY AND INCARNATION OF GOD? IF, HOWEVER, CHRIST WAS NOT BORN OF THE VIRGIN, WAS NOT CONSTITUTED OF HUMAN FLESH, AND THEREBY REALLY SUFFERED NEITHER DEATH NOR THE CROSS THERE WAS NOTHING IN HIM EITHER OF FOOLISHNESS OR WEAKNESS; NOR IS IT ANY LONGER TRUE, THAT "GOD HATH CHOSEN THE FOOLISH THINGS OF THE WORLD TO CONFOUND THE WISE;" NOR, AGAIN, HATH "GOD CHOSEN THE WEAK THINGS OF THE WORLD TO CONFOUND THE MIGHTY;" NOR "THE BASE THINGS" AND THE LEAST THINGS "IN THE WORLD, AND THINGS WHICH ARE DESPISED, WHICH ARE EVEN AS NOTHING" (THAT IS, THINGS WHICH REALLY ARE NOT), "TO BRING TO NOTHING THINGS WHICH ARE" (THAT IS, WHICH REALLY ARE). FOR NOTHING IN THE DISPENSATION OF GOD IS FOUND TO BE MEAN, AND IGNOBLE, AND CONTEMPTIBLE. SUCH ONLY OCCURS IN MAN'S ARRANGEMENT. THE VERY OLD TESTAMENT OF THE CREATORS ITSELF, IT IS POSSIBLE, NO DOUBT, TO CHARGE WITH FOOLISHNESS, AND WEAKNESS, AND DISHONOR AND MEANNESS, AND CONTEMPT. WHAT IS MORE FOOLISH AND MORE-WEAK THAN GOD'S REQUIREMENT OF BLOODY SACRIFICES AND OF SAVORY HOLOCAUSTS? WHAT IS WEAKER THAN THE CLEANSING OF VESSELS AND OF BEDS? WHAT MORE DISHONORABLE THAN THE DISCOLORATION OF THE REDDENING SKIN? WHAT SO MEAN AS THE STATUTE OF RETALIATION? WHAT SO CONTEMPTIBLE AS THE EXCEPTION IN MEATS AND DRINKS? THE WHOLE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, THE HERETIC, TO THE BEST OF MY BELIEF, HOLDS IN DERISION. FOR GOD HAS CHOSEN THE FOOLISH THINGS OF THE WORLD TO CONFOUND ITS WISDOM. MARCION'S GOD HAS NO SUCH DISCIPLINE, BECAUSE HE DOES NOT TAKE AFTER (THE CREATOR) IN THE PROCESS OF CONFUSING OPPOSITES BY THEIR OPPOSITES, SO THAT "NO FLESH SHALL GLORY; BUT, AS IT IS WRITTEN, HE THAT GLORIETH, LET HIM GLORY IN THE LORD." IN WHAT LORD? SURELY IN HIM WHO GAVE THIS PRECEPT. UNLESS, FORSOOTH, THE CREATOR ENJOINED US TO GLORY IN THE GOD OF MARCION CHAP. VI.--THE DIVINE WAY OF WISDOM, AND GREATNESS, AND MIGHT. GOD'S HIDING OF HIMSELF, AND SUBSEQUENT REVELATION. TO MARCION'S GOD SUCH A CONCEALMENT AND MANIFESTATION IMPOSSIBLE. GOD'S PREDESTINATION. NO SUCH PRIOR SYSTEM OF INTENTION POSSIBLE TO A GOD PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN AS WAS MARCION'S. THE POWERS OF THE WORLD WHICH CRUCIFIED CHRIST. ST. PAUL, AS A WISE MASTER-BUILDER, ASSOCIATED WITH PROPHECY. SUNDRY INJUNCTIONS OF THE APOSTLE PARALLEL WITH THE TEACHING OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
BY ALL THESE STATEMENTS, THEREFORE, DOES HE SHOW US WHAT GOD HE MEANS, WHEN HE SAYS, "WE SPEAK THE WISDOM OF GOD AMONG THEM THAT ARE PERFECT." IT IS THAT GOD WHO HAS CONFOUNDED THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, WHO HAS BROUGHT TO NAUGHT THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRUDENT, WHO HAS REDUCED TO FOLLY THE WORLD'S WISDOM, BY CHOOSING ITS FOOLISH THINGS, AND DISPOSING THEM TO THE ATTAINMENT OF SALVATION. THIS WISDOM, HE SAYS, ONCE LAY HIDDEN IN THINGS THAT WERE FOOLISH, WEAK, AND LACKING IN HONOR; ONCE ALSO WAS LATENT UNDER FIGURES, ALLEGORIES, AND ENIGMATICAL TYPES; BUT IT WAS AFTERWARDS TO BE REVEALED IN CHRIST, WHO WAS SET "AS A LIGHT TO THE GENTILES," BY THE CREATOR WHO PROMISED THROUGH THE MOUTH OF ISAIAH THAT HE WOULD DISCOVER "THE HIDDEN TREASURES, WHICH EYE HAD NOT SEEN." NOW, THAT THAT GOD SHOULD HAVE EVER HIDDEN ANYTHING WHO HAD NEVER MADE A COVER WHEREIN TO PRACTICE CONCEALMENT, IS IN ITSELF A WHOLLY INCREDIBLE IDEA. IF HE EXISTED, CONCEALMENT OF HIMSELF WAS OUT OF THE QUESTION--TO SAY NOTHING OF ANY OF HIS RELIGIOUS ORDINANCES. THE CREATOR, ON THE CONTRARY, WAS AS WELL KNOWN IN HIMSELF AS HIS ORDINANCES WERE. THESE, WE KNOW, WERE PUBLICLY INSTITUTED IN ISRAEL; BUT THEY LAY OVERSHADOWED WITH LATENT MEANINGS, IN WHICH THE WISDOM OF GOD WAS CONCEALED TO BE BROUGHT TO LIGHT BY AND BY AMONGST "THE PERFECT," WHEN THE TIME SHOULD COME, BUT "PRE-ORDAINED IN THE COUNSELS OF GOD BEFORE THE AGES." BUT WHOSE AGES, IF NOT THE CREATOR'S? FOR BECAUSE AGES CONSIST OF TIMES, AND TIMES ARE MADE UP OF DAYS, AND MONTHS, AND YEARS; SINCE ALSO DAYS, AND MONTHS, AND YEARS ARE MEASURED BY SUNS, AND MOONS, AND STARS, WHICH HE ORDAINED FOR THIS PURPOSE (FOR "THEY SHALL BE," SAYS HE, "FOR SIGNS OF THE MONTHS AND THE YEARS"), IT CLEARLY FOLLOWS THAT THE AGES BELONG TO THE CREATOR, AND THAT NOTHING OF WHAT WAS FORE-ORDAINED BEFORE THE AGES CAN BE SAID TO BE THE PROPERTY OF ANY OTHER BEING THAN HIM WHO CLAIMS THE AGES ALSO AS HIS OWN. ELSE LET MARCION SHOW THAT THE AGES BELONG TO HIS GOD. HE MUST THEN ALSO CLAIM THE WORLD ITSELF FOR HIM; FOR IT IS IN IT THAT THE AGES ARE RECKONED, THE VESSEL AS IT WERE OF THE TIMES, AS WELL AS THE SIGNS THEREOF, OR THEIR ORDER. BUT HE HAS NO SUCH DEMONSTRATION TO SHOW US. I GO BACK THEREFORE TO THE POINT, AND ASK HIM THIS QUESTION: WHY DID (HIS GOD) FORE-ORDAIN OUR GLORY BEFORE THE AGES OF THE CREATOR? I COULD UNDERSTAND HIS HAVING PREDETERMINED IT BEFORE THE AGES, IF HE HAD REVEALED IT AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF TIME. BUT WHEN HE DOES THIS ALMOST AT THE VERY EXPIRATION OF ALL THE AGES OF THE CREATOR, HIS PREDESTINATION BEFORE THE AGES, AND NOT RATHER WITHIN THE AGES, WAS IN VAIN, BECAUSE HE DID NOT MEAN TO MAKE ANY REVELATION OF HIS PURPOSE UNTIL THE AGES HAD ALMOST RUN OUT THEIR COURSE. FOR IT IS WHOLLY INCONSISTENT IN HIM TO BE SO FORWARD IN PLANNING PURPOSES, WHO IS SO BACKWARD IN REVEALING THEM. IN THE CREATOR, HOWEVER, THE TWO COURSES WERE PERFECTLY COMPATIBLE--BOTH THE PREDESTINATION BEFORE THE AGES AND THE REVELATION AT THE END THEREOF, BECAUSE THAT WHICH HE BOTH FORE-ORDAINED AND REVEALED HE ALSO IN THE INTERMEDIATE SPACE OF TIME ANNOUNCED BY THE PRE-MINISTRATION OF FIGURES, AND SYMBOLS, AND ALLEGORIES. BUT BECAUSE (THE APOSTLE) SUBJOINS, ON THE SUBJECT OF OUR GLORY, THAT "NONE OF THE PRINCES OF THIS WORLD KNEW IT FOR HAD THEY KNOWN IT THEY WOULD NOT HAVE CRUCIFIED THE LORD OF GLORY," THE HERETIC ARGUES THAT THE PRINCES OF THIS WORLD CRUCIFIED THE LORD (THAT IS, THE CHRIST OF THE RIVAL GOD) IN ORDER THAT THIS BLOW MIGHT EVEN RECOIL ON THE CREATOR HIMSELF. ANY ONE, HOWEVER, WHO HAS SEEN FROM WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY SAID HOW OUR GLORY MUST BE REGARDED AS ISSUING FROM THE CREATOR, WILL ALREADY HAVE COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT, INASMUCH AS THE CREATOR SETTLED IT IN HIS OWN SECRET PURPOSE, IT PROPERLY ENOUGH WAS UNKNOWN TO ALL THE PRINCES AND POWERS OF THE CREATOR, ON THE PRINCIPLE THAT SERVANTS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO KNOW THEIR MASTERS' PLANS, MUCH LESS THE FALLEN ANGELS AND THE LEADER OF TRANSGRESSION HIMSELF, THE DEVIL; FOR I SHOULD CONTEND THAT THESE, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR FALL, WERE GREATER STRANGERS STILL TO ANY KNOWLEDGE OF THE CREATOR'S DISPENSATIONS. BUT IT IS NO LONGER OPEN TO ME EVEN TO INTERPRET THE PRINCES AND POWERS OF THIS WORLD AS THE CREATOR'S, SINCE THE APOSTLE IMPUTES IGNORANCE TO THEM, WHEREAS EVEN THE DEVIL ACCORDING TO OUR GOSPEL RECOGNIZED JESUS IN THE TEMPTATION, AND, ACCORDING TO THE RECORD WHICH IS COMMON TO BOTH (MARCIONITES AND OURSELVES) THE EVIL SPIRIT KNEW THAT JESUS WAS THE HOLY ONE OF GOD, AND THAT JESUS WAS HIS NAME, AND THAT HE WAS COME TO DESTROY THEM. THE PARABLE ALSO OF THE STRONG MAN ARMED, WHOM A STRONGER THAN HE OVERCAME AND SEIZED HIS GOODS, IS ADMITTED BY MARCION TO HAVE REFERENCE TO THE CREATOR: THEREFORE, THE CREATOR COULD NOT HAVE BEEN IGNORANT ANY LONGER OF THE GOD OF GLORY, SINCE HE IS OVERCOME BY HIM; NOR COULD HE HAVE CRUCIFIED HIM WHOM HE WAS UNABLE TO COPE WITH. THE INEVITABLE INFERENCE, THEREFORE, AS IT SEEMS TO ME, IS THAT WE MUST BELIEVE THAT THE PRINCES AND POWERS OF THE CREATOR DID KNOWINGLY CRUCIFY THE GOD OF GLORY IN HIS CHRIST, WITH THAT DESPERATION AND EXCESSIVE MALICE WITH WHICH THE MOST ABANDONED SLAVES DO NOT EVEN HESITATE TO SLAY THEIR MASTERS. FOR IT IS WRITTEN IN MY GOSPEL THAT "SATAN ENTERED INTO JUDAS." ACCORDING TO MARCION, HOWEVER, THE APOSTLE IN THE PASSAGE UNDER CONSIDERATION DOES NOT ALLOW THE IMPUTATION OF IGNORANCE, WITH RESPECT TO THE LORD OF GLORY, TO THE POWERS OF THE CREATOR; BECAUSE, INDEED, HE WILL HAVE IT THAT THESE ARE NOT MEANT BY "THE PRINCES OF THIS WORLD." BUT (THE APOSTLE) EVIDENTLY DID NOT SPEAK OF SPIRITUAL PRINCES; SO THAT HE MEANT SECULAR ONES, THOSE OF THE PRINCELY PEOPLE, (CHIEF IN THE DIVINE DISPENSATION, ALTHOUGH) NOT, OF COURSE, AMONGST THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD, AND THEIR RULERS, AND KING HEROD, AND EVEN PILATE, AND, AS REPRESENTED BY HIM, THAT POWER OF ROME WHICH WAS THE GREATEST IN THE WORLD, AND THEN PRESIDED OVER BY HIM. THUS, THE ARGUMENTS OF THE OTHER SIDE ARE PULLED DOWN, AND OUR OWN PROOFS ARE THEREBY BUILT UP. BUT YOU STILL MAINTAIN THAT OUR GLORY COMES FROM YOUR GOD, WITH WHOM IT ALSO LAY IN SECRET. THEN WHY DOES YOUR GOD EMPLOY THE SELF-SAME SCRIPTURE WHICH THE APOSTLE ALSO RELIES ON? WHAT HAS YOUR GOD TO DO AT ALL WITH THE SAYINGS OF THE PROPHETS? "WHO HATH DISCOVERED THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO HATH BEEN HIS COUNSELLOR?" SO, SAYS ISAIAH. WHAT HAS HE ALSO TO DO WITH ILLUSTRATIONS FROM OUR GOD? FOR WHEN (THE APOSTLE) CALLS HIMSELF "A WISE MASTER-BUILDER," WE FIND THAT THE CREATOR BY ISAIAH DESIGNATES THE TEACHER WHO SKETCHES OUT THE DIVINE DISCIPLINE BY THE SAME TITLE, "I WILL TAKE AWAY FROM JUDAH THE CUNNING ARTIFICER," ETC. AND WAS IT NOT PAUL HIMSELF WHO WAS THERE FORETOLD, DESTINED "TO BE TAKEN AWAY FROM JUDAH"--THAT IS, FROM JUDAISM--FOR THE ERECTION OF CHRISTIANITY, IN ORDER "TO LAY THAT ONLY FOUNDATION, WHICH IS CHRIST?" OF THIS WORK THE CREATOR ALSO BY THE SAME PROPHET SAYS, "BEHOLD, I LAY IN SION FOR A FOUNDATION A PRECIOUS STONE AND HONORABLE; AND HE THAT RESTETH THEREON SHALL NOT BE CONFOUNDED." UNLESS IT BE, THAT GOD PROFESSED HIMSELF TO BE THE BUILDER UP OF AN EARTHLY WORK, THAT SO HE MIGHT NOT GIVE ANY SIGN OF HIS CHRIST, AS DESTINED TO BE THE FOUNDATION OF SUCH AS BELIEVE IN HIM, UPON WHICH EVERY MAN SHOULD BUILD AT WILL THE SUPERSTRUCTURE OF EITHER SOUND OR WORTHLESS DOCTRINE; FORASMUCH AS IT IS THE CREATOR'S FUNCTION, WHEN A MAN'S WORK SHALL BE TRIED BY FIRE, WHEN A REWARD SHALL BE RECOMPENSED TO HIM BY FIRE; BECAUSE IT IS BY FIRE THAT THE TEST IS APPLIED TO THE BUILDING WHICH YOU ERECT UPON THE FOUNDATION WHICH IS LAID BY HIM, THAT IS, THE FOUNDATION OF HIS CHRIST. "KNOW YE NOT THAT YE ARE THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD DWELLETH IN YOU?" NOW, SINCE MAN IS THE PROPERTY, AND THE WORK, AND THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF THE CREATOR, HAVING HIS FLESH, FORMED BY HIM OF THE GROUND, AND HIS SOUL OF HIS AFFLATUS, IT FOLLOWS THAT MARCION'S GOD WHOLLY DWELLS IN A TEMPLE WHICH BELONGS TO ANOTHER, IF SO BE WE ARE NOT THE CREATOR'S TEMPLE. BUT "IF ANY MAN DEFILES THE TEMPLE OF GOD, HE SHALL BE HIMSELF DESTROYED"--OF COURSE, BY THE GOD OF THE TEMPLE. IF YOU THREATEN AN AVENGER, YOU THREATEN US WITH THE CREATOR. "YE MUST BECOME FOOLS, THAT YE MAY BE WISE." WHEREFORE? "BECAUSE THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD IS FOOLISHNESS WITH GOD." WITH WHAT GOD? EVEN IF THE ANCIENT SCRIPTURES HAVE CONTRIBUTED NOTHING IN SUPPORT OF OUR VIEW THUS FAR, AN EXCELLENT TESTIMONY TURNS UP IN WHAT (THE APOSTLE) HERE ADJOINS: "FOR IT IS WRITTEN, HE TAKETH THE WISE IN THEIR OWN CRAFTINESS; AND AGAIN, THE LORD KNOWETH THE THOUGHTS OF THE WISE, THAT THEY ARE VAIN." FOR IN GENERAL WE MAY CONCLUDE FOR CERTAIN THAT HE COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE CITED THE AUTHORITY OF THAT GOD WHOM HE WAS BOUND TO DESTROY, SINCE HE WOULD NOT TEACH FOR HIM. "THEREFORE," SAYS HE, "LET NO MAN GLORY IN MAN;" AN INJUNCTION WHICH IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TEACHING OF THE CREATOR, "WRETCHED IS THE MAN THAT TRUSTETH IN MAN;" AGAIN, "IT IS BETTER TO TRUST IN THE LORD THAN TO CONFIDE IN MAN;" AND THE SAME THING IS SAID ABOUT GLORYING (IN PRINCES). 
CHAP. VII.--ST. PAUL'S PHRASEOLOGY OFTEN SUGGESTED BY THE JEWISH SCRIPTURES. CHRIST OUR PASSOVER--A PHRASE WHICH INTRODUCES US TO THE VERY HEART OF THE ANCIENT DISPENSATION. CHRIST'S TRUE CORPOREITY. MARRIED AND UNMARRIED STATES. MEANING OF THE TIME IS SHORT. IN HIS EXHORTATIONS AND DOCTRINE, THE APOSTLE WHOLLY TEACHES ACCORDING TO THE MIND AND PURPOSES OF THE GOD OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. PROHIBITION OF MEATS AND DRINKS WITHDRAWN BY THE CREATOR. 
"AND THE HIDDEN THINGS OF DARKNESS HE WILL HIMSELF BRING TO LIGHT," EVEN BY CHRIST; FOR HE HAS PROMISED CHRIST TO BE A LIGHT, AND HIMSELF HE HAS DECLARED TO BE A LAMP, "SEARCHING THE HEARTS AND REINS." FROM HIM ALSO SHALL "PRAISE BE HAD BY EVERY MAN," FROM WHOM PROCEEDS, AS FROM A JUDGE, THE OPPOSITE ALSO OF PRAISE. BUT HERE, AT LEAST, YOU SAY HE INTERPRETS THE WORLD TO BE THE GOD THEREOF, WHEN HE SAYS: "WE ARE MADE A SPECTACLE UNTO THE WORLD, AND TO ANGELS, AND TO MEN." FOR IF BY WORLD HE HAD MEANT THE PEOPLE THEREOF, HE WOULD NOT HAVE AFTERWARDS SPECIALLY MENTIONED "MEN." TO PREVENT, HOWEVER, YOUR USING SUCH AN ARGUMENT AS THIS, THE HOLY GHOST HAS PROVIDENTIALLY EXPLAINED THE MEANING OF THE PASSAGE THUS: "WE ARE MADE A SPECTACLE TO THE WORLD," I.E. "BOTH TO ANGELS," WHO MINISTER THEREIN, "AND TO MEN," WHO ARE THE OBJECTS OF THEIR MINISTRATION. OF COURSE, A MAN OF THE NOBLE COURAGE OF OUR APOSTLE (TO SAY NOTHING OF THE HOLY GHOST) WAS AFRAID, WHEN WRITING TO THE CHILDREN WHOM HE HAD BEGOTTEN IN THE GOSPEL, TO SPEAK FREELY OF THE GOD OF THE WORLD; FOR AGAINST HIM HE COULD NOT POSSIBLY SEEM TO HAVE A WORD TO SAY, EXCEPT ONLY IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER! I QUITE ADMIT, THAT, ACCORDING TO THE CREATOR'S LAW, THE MAN WAS AN OFFENDER" WHO HAD HIS FATHER'S WIFE." HE FOLLOWED, NO DOUBT, THE PRINCIPLES OF NATURAL AND PUBLIC LAW. WHEN, HOWEVER, HE CONDEMNS THE MAN "TO BE DELIVERED UNTO SATAN," HE BECOMES THE HERALD OF AN AVENGING GOD. IT DOES NOT MATTER THAT HE ALSO SAID, "FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FLESH, THAT THE SPIRIT MAY BE SAVED IN THE DAY OF THE LORD," SINCE BOTH IN THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FLESH AND IN THE SAVING OF THE SPIRIT THERE IS, ON HIS PART, JUDICIAL PROCESS; AND WHEN HE BADE "THE WICKED PERSON BE PUT AWAY FROM THE MIDST OF THEM," HE ONLY MENTIONED WHAT IS A VERY FREQUENTLY RECURRING SENTENCE OF THE CREATOR. "PURGE OUT THE OLD LEAVEN, THAT YE MAY BE A NEW LUMP, AS YE ARE UNLEAVENED." THE UNLEAVENED BREAD WAS THEREFORE, IN THE CREATOR'S ORDINANCE, A FIGURE OF US (CHRISTIANS). "FOR EVEN CHRIST OUR PASSOVER IS SACRIFICED FOR US." BUT WHY IS CHRIST OUR PASSOVER, IF THE PASSOVER BE NOT A TYPE OF CHRIST, IN THE SIMILITUDE OF THE BLOOD WHICH SAVES, AND OF THE LAMB, WHICH IS CHRIST? WHY DOES (THE APOSTLE) CLOTHE US AND CHRIST WITH SYMBOLS OF THE CREATOR'S SOLEMN RITES, UNLESS THEY HAD RELATION TO OURSELVES? WHEN, AGAIN, HE WARNS US AGAINST FORNICATION, HE REVEALS THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH. "THE BODY," SAYS HE, "IS NOT FOR FORNICATION, BUT FOR THE LORD; AND THE LORD FOR THE BODY," JUST AS THE TEMPLE IS FOR GOD, AND GOD FOR THE TEMPLE. A TEMPLE WILL THEREFORE PASS AWAY WITH ITS GOD, AND ITS GOD WITH THE TEMPLE. YOU SEE, THEN, HOW THAT "HE WHO RAISED UP THE LORD WILL ALSO RAISE US UP." IN THE BODY WILL HE RAISE US, BECAUSE THE BODY IS FOR THE LORD, AND THE LORD FOR THE BODY. AND SUITABLY DOES HE ADD THE QUESTION: "KNOW YE NOT THAT YOUR BODIES ARE THE MEMBERS OF CHRIST?'' WHAT HAS THE HERETIC TO SAY? THAT THESE MEMBERS OF CHRIST WILL NOT RISE AGAIN, FOR THEY ARE NO LONGER OUR OWN? "FOR," HE SAYS, "YE ARE BOUGHT WITH A PRICE." A PRICE! SURELY NONE AT ALL WAS PAID, SINCE CHRIST WAS A PHANTOM, NOR HAD HE ANY CORPOREAL SUBSTANCE WHICH HE COULD PAY FOR OUR BODIES! BUT, IN TRUTH, CHRIST HAD WHEREWITHAL TO REDEEM US; AND SINCE HE HAS REDEEMED, AT A GREAT PRICE, THESE BODIES OF OURS, AGAINST WHICH FORNICATION MUST NOT BE COMMITTED (BECAUSE THEY ARE NOW MEMBERS OF CHRIST, AND NOT OUR OWN), SURELY, HE WILL SECURE, ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT, THE SAFETY OF THOSE WHOM HE MADE HIS OWN AT SO MUCH COST! NOW, HOW SHALL WE GLORIFY, HOW SHALL WE EXALT, GOD IN OUR BODY, WHICH IS DOOMED TO PERISH? WE MUST NOW ENCOUNTER THE SUBJECT OF MARRIAGE, WHICH MARCION, MORE CONTINENT THAN THE APOSTLE, PROHIBITS. FOR THE APOSTLE, ALTHOUGH PREFERRING THE GRACE OF CONTINENCE, YET PERMITS THE CONTRACTION OF MARRIAGE AND THE ENJOYMENT OF IT, AND ADVISES THE CONTINUANCE THEREIN RATHER THAN THE DISSOLUTION THEREOF. CHRIST PLAINLY FORBIDS DIVORCE, MOSES UNQUESTIONABLY PERMITS IT. NOW, WHEN MARCION WHOLLY PROHIBITS ALL CARNAL INTERCOURSE TO THE FAITHFUL (FOR WE WILL SAY NOTHING ABOUT HIS CATECHUMENS), AND WHEN HE PRESCRIBES REPUDIATION OF ALL ENGAGEMENTS BEFORE MARRIAGE, WHOSE TEACHING DOES HE FOLLOW, THAT OF MOSES OR OF CHRIST? EVEN CHRIST, HOWEVER, WHEN HE HERE COMMANDS "THE WIFE NOT TO DEPART FROM HER HUSBAND, OR IF SHE DEPARTS, TO REMAIN UNMARRIED OR BE RECONCILED TO HER HUSBAND," BOTH PERMITTED DIVORCE, WHICH INDEED HE NEVER ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED, AND CONFIRMED (THE SANCTITY) OF MARRIAGE, BY FIRST FORBIDDING ITS DISSOLUTION; AND, IF SEPARATION HAD TAKEN PLACE, BY WISHING THE NUPTIAL BOND TO BE RESUMED BY RECONCILIATION. BUT WHAT REASONS DOES (THE APOSTLE) ALLEGE FOR CONTINENCE? BECAUSE "THE TIME IS SHORT." I HAD ALMOST THOUGHT IT WAS BECAUSE IN CHRIST THERE WAS ANOTHER GOD! AND YET HE FROM WHOM EMANATES THIS SHORTNESS OF THE TIME, WILL ALSO SEND WHAT SUITS THE SAID BREVITY. NO ONE MAKES PROVISION FOR THE TIME WHICH IS ANOTHER'S. YOU DEGRADE YOUR GOD, O MARCION, WHEN YOU MAKE HIM CIRCUMSCRIBED AT ALL BY THE CREATOR'S TIME. ASSUREDLY ALSO, WHEN (THE APOSTLE) RULES THAT MARRIAGE SHOULD BE "ONLY IN THE LORD," THAT NO CHRISTIAN SHOULD INTERMARRY WITH A HEATHEN, HE MAINTAINS A LAW OF THE CREATOR, WHO EVERYWHERE PROHIBITS MARRIAGE WITH STRANGERS. BUT WHEN HE SAYS, "ALTHOUGH THERE BE THAT ARE CALLED GODS, WHETHER IN L HEAVEN OR IN EARTH," THE MEANING OF HIS WORDS IS CLEAR--NOT AS IF THERE WERE GODS IN REALITY, BUT AS IF THERE WERE SOME WHO ARE CALLED GODS, WITHOUT BEING TRULY SO. HE INTRODUCES HIS DISCUSSION ABOUT MEATS OFFERED TO IDOLS WITH A STATEMENT CONCERNING IDOLS (THEMSELVES): "WE KNOW THAT AN IDOL IS NOTHING IN THE WORLD." MARCION, HOWEVER, DOES NOT SAY THAT THE CREATOR IS NOT GOD; SO THAT THE APOSTLE CAN HARDLY BE THOUGHT TO HAVE RANKED THE CREATOR AMONGST THOSE WHO ARE CALLED GODS, WITHOUT BEING SO; SINCE, EVEN IF THEY HAD BEEN GODS, "TO US THERE IS BUT ONE GOD, THE FATHER." NOW, FROM WHOM DO ALL THINGS COME TO US, BUT FROM HIM TO WHOM ALL THINGS BELONG? AND PRAY, WHAT THINGS ARE THESE? YOU HAVE THEM IN A PRECEDING PART OF THE EPISTLE: "ALL THINGS ARE YOURS; WHETHER PAUL, OR APOLLOS, OR CEPHAS, OR THE WORLD, OR LIFE, OR DEATH, OR THINGS PRESENT, OR THINGS TO COME." HE MAKES THE CREATOR, THEN THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, FROM WHOM PROCEED BOTH THE WORLD AND LIFE AND DEATH, WHICH. CANNOT POSSIBLY BELONG TO THE OTHER GOD. FROM HIM, THEREFORE, AMONGST THE "ALL THINGS" COMES ALSO CHRIST. WHEN HE TEACHES THAT EVERY MAN OUGHT TO LIVE OF HIS OWN INDUSTRY, HE BEGINS WITH A COPIOUS INDUCTION OF EXAMPLES--OF SOLDIERS, AND SHEPHERDS, AND HUSBANDMEN. BUT HE WANTED DIVINE AUTHORITY. WHAT WAS THE USE, HOWEVER, OF ADDUCING THE CREATOR'S, WHICH HE WAS DESTROYING? IT WAS VAIN TO DO SO; FOR HIS GOD HAD NO SUCH AUTHORITY! (THE APOSTLE) SAYS: "THOU SHALT NOT MUZZLE THE OX THAT TREADETH OUT THE CORN," AND ADDS: "DOTH GOD TAKE CARE OF OXEN?" YES, OF OXEN, FOR THE SAKE OF MEN! FOR, SAYS HE, "IT IS WRITTEN FOR OUR SAKES." THUS, HE SHOWED THAT THE LAW HAD A SYMBOLIC REFERENCE TO OURSELVES, AND THAT IT GIVES IT, SANCTION IN FAVOR OF THOSE WHO LIVE OF THE GOSPEL. (HE SHOWED) ALSO, THAT THOSE WHO PREACH THE GOSPEL ARE ON THIS ACCOUNT SENT BY NO OTHER GOD BUT HIM TO WHOM BELONGS THE LAW, WHICH MADE PROVISION FOR THEM, WHEN HE SAYS: "FOR OUR SAKES WAS THIS WRIT. TEN." STILL HE DECLINED TO USE THIS POWER WHICH THE LAW GAVE HIM, BECAUSE HE PREFERRED WORKING WITHOUT ANY RESTRAINT. OF THIS HE BOASTED, AND SUFFERED NO MAN TO ROB HIM OF SUCH GLORY--CERTAINLY WITH NO VIEW OF DESTROYING THE LAW, WHICH HE PROVED THAT ANOTHER MAN MIGHT USE. FOR BEHOLD MARCION, IN HIS BLINDNESS, STUMBLED AT THE ROCK WHEREOF OUR FATHERS DRANK IN THE WILDERNESS. FOR SINCE "THAT ROCK WAS CHRIST," IT WAS, OF COURSE, THE CREATOR'S, TO WHOM ALSO BELONGED THE PEOPLE. BUT WHY RESORT TO THE FIGURE OF A SACRED SIGN GIVEN BY AN EXTRANEOUS GOD? WAS IT TO TEACH THE VERY TRUTH, THAT ANCIENT THINGS PREFIGURED THE CHRIST WHO WAS TO BE EDUCED OUT OF THEM? FOR, BEING ABOUT TO TAKE A CURSORY VIEW OF WHAT BEFELL THE PEOPLE (OF ISRAEL) HE BEGINS WITH SAYING: "NOW THESE THINGS HAPPENED AS EXAMPLES FOR US." NOW, TELL ME, WERE THESE EXAMPLES GIVEN BY THE CREATOR TO MEN BELONGING TO A RIVAL GOD? OR DID ONE GOD BORROW EXAMPLES FROM ANOTHER, AND A HOSTILE ONE TOO? HE WITHDRAWS ME TO HIMSELF IN ALARM FROM HIM FROM WHOM HE TRANSFERS MY ALLEGIANCE. WILL HIS ANTAGONIST MAKE ME BETTER DISPOSED TO HIM? SHOULD I NOW COMMIT THE SAME SINS AS THE PEOPLE, SHALL I HAVE TO SUFFER THE SAME PENALTIES, OR NOT? BUT IF NOT THE SAME, HOW VAINLY DOES HE PROPOSE TO ME TERRORS WHICH I SHALL NOT HAVE TO ENDURE! FROM WHOM, AGAIN, SHALL I HAVE TO ENDURE THEM? IF FROM THE CREATOR, WHAT EVILS DOES IT APPERTAIN TO HIM TO INFLICT? AND HOW WILL IT HAPPEN THAT, JEALOUS GOD AS HE IS, HE SHALL PUNISH THE MAN WHO OFFENDS HIS RIVAL, INSTEAD OF RATHER ENCOURAGING HIM. IF, HOWEVER, FROM THE OTHER GOD--BUT HE KNOWS NOT HOW TO PUNISH. SO THAT THE WHOLE DECLARATION OF THE APOSTLE LACKS A REASONABLE BASIS, IF IT IS NOT MEANT TO RELATE TO THE CREATOR'S DISCIPLINE. BUT THE FACT IS, THE APOSTLE'S CONCLUSION CORRESPONDS TO THE BEGINNING: "NOW ALL THESE THINGS HAPPENED UNTO THEM FOR ENSAMPLES; AND THEY ARE WRITTEN FOR OUR ADMONITION, UPON WHOM THE ENDS OF THE WORLD ARE COME." WHAT A CREATOR! HOW PRESCIENT ALREADY, AND CONSIDERATE IN WARNING CHRISTIANS WHO BELONG TO ANOTHER GOD! WHENEVER CAVILS OCCUR THE LIKE TO THOSE WHICH HAVE BEEN ALREADY DEALT WITH, I PASS THEM BY; CERTAIN OTHERS I DISPATCH BRIEFLY. A GREAT ARGUMENT FOR ANOTHER GOD IS THE PERMISSION TO EAT OF ALL KINDS OF MEATS, CONTRARY TO THE LAW. JUST AS IF WE DID NOT OURSELVES ALLOW THAT THE BURDENSOME ORDINANCES OF THE LAW WERE ABROGATED--BUT BY HIM WHO IMPOSED THEM, WHO ALSO PROMISED THE NEW CONDITION OF THINGS. THE SAME, THEREFORE, WHO PROHIBITED MEATS, ALSO RESTORED THE USE OF THEM, JUST AS HE HAD INDEED ALLOWED THEM FROM THE BEGINNING. IF, HOWEVER, SOME STRANGE GOD HAD COME TO DESTROY OUR GOD, HIS FOREMOST PROHIBITION WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE BEEN, THAT HIS OWN VOTARIES SHOULD ABSTAIN FROM SUPPORTING THEIR LIVES ON THE RESOURCES OF HIS ADVERSARY. 
CHAP. VIII.--MAN THE IMAGE OF THE CREATOR AND CHRIST THE HEAD OF THE MAN. SPIRITUAL GIFTS. THE SEVENFOLD SPIRIT DESCRIBED BY ISAIAH. THE APOSTLE AND THE PROPHET COMPARED. MARCION CHALLENGED TO PRODUCE ANYTHING LIKE THESE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT FORETOLD IN PROPHECY HIS GOD. 
"THE HEAD OF EVERY MAN IS CHRIST." WHAT CHRIST, IF HE IS NOT THE AUTHOR OF MAN? THE HEAD HE HAS HERE PUT FOR AUTHORITY; NOW "AUTHORITY" WILL ACCRUE TO NONE ELSE THAN THE "AUTHOR." OF WHAT MAN INDEED IS HE THE HEAD? SURELY OF HIM CONCERNING WHOM HE ADDS SOON AFTERWARDS: "THE MAN OUGHT NOT TO COVER HIS HEAD, FORASMUCH AS HE IS THE IMAGE OF GOD." SINCE THEN HE IS THE IMAGE OF THE CREATOR (FOR HE, WHEN LOOKING ON CHRIST HIS WORD, WHO WAS TO BECOME MAN, SAID, "LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR OWN IMAGE, AFTER OUR LIKENESS"), HOW CAN I POSSIBLY HAVE ANOTHER HEAD BUT HIM WHOSE IMAGE I AM? FOR IF I AM THE IMAGE OF THE CREATOR THERE IS NO ROOM IN ME FOR ANOTHER HEAD BUT WHEREFORE "OUGHT THE WOMAN TO HAVE POWER OVER HER HEAD, BECAUSE OF THE ANGELS?" IF IT IS BECAUSE "SHE WAS CREATED FOR THE MAN,'' AND TAKEN OUT OF THE MAN, ACCORDING TO THE CREATOR'S PURPOSE, THEN IN THIS WAY TOO HAS THE APOSTLE MAINTAINED THE DISCIPLINE OF THAT GOD FROM WHOSE INSTITUTION HE EXPLAINS THE REASONS OF HIS DISCIPLINE. HE ADDS: "BECAUSE OF THE ANGELS." WHAT ANGELS? IN OTHER WORDS, WHOSE ANGELS? IF HE MEANS THE FALLEN ANGELS OF THE CREATOR, THERE IS GREAT PROPRIETY IN HIS MEANING. IT IS RIGHT THAT THAT FACE WHICH WAS A SNARE TO THEM SHOULD WEAR SOME MARK OF A HUMBLE GUISE AND OBSCURED BEAUTY. IF, HOWEVER, THE ANGELS OF THE RIVAL GOD ARE REFERRED TO, WHAT FEAR IS THERE FOR THEM? FOR NOT EVEN MARCION'S DISCIPLES, (TO SAY NOTHING OF HIS ANGELS,) HAVE ANY DESIRE FOR WOMEN. WE HAVE OFTEN SHOWN BEFORE NOW, THAT THE APOSTLE CLASSES HERESIES AS EVIL AMONG "WORKS OF THE FLESH," AND THAT HE WOULD HAVE THOSE PERSONS ACCOUNTED ESTIMABLE WHO SHUN HERESIES AS AN EVIL THING. IN LIKE MANNER, WHEN TREATING OF THE GOSPEL, WE HAVE PROVED FROM THE SACRAMENT OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP THE VERITY OF THE LORD'S BODY AND BLOOD IN OPPOSITION TO MARCION'S PHANTOM; WHILST THROUGHOUT ALMOST THE WHOLE OF MY WORK IT HAS BEEN CONTENDED THAT ALL MENTION OF JUDICIAL ATTRIBUTES POINTS CONCLUSIVELY TO THE CREATOR AS TO A GOD WHO JUDGES. NOW, ON THE SUBJECT OF "SPIRITUAL GIFTS," I HAVE TO REMARK THAT THESE ALSO WERE PROMISED BY THE CREATOR THROUGH CHRIST; AND I THINK THAT WE MAY DERIVE FROM THIS A VERY JUST CONCLUSION THAT THE BESTOWAL OF A GIFT IS NOT THE WORK OF A GOD OTHER THAN HIM WHO IS PROVED TO HAVE GIVEN THE PROMISE. HERE IS A PROPHECY OF ISAIAH "THERE SHALL COME FORTH A ROD OUT OF THE STEM OF JESSE, AND A FLOWER SHALL SPRING UP FROM HIS ROOT; AND UPON HIM SHALL REST THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD." AFTER WHICH HE ENUMERATES THE SPECIAL GIFTS OF THE SAME "THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND MIGHT, THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF RELIGION. AND WITH THE FEAR OF THE LORD SHALL THE SPIRIT FILL HIM." IN THIS FIGURE OF A FLOWER HE SHOWS THAT CHRIST WAS TO ARISE OUT OF THE ROD WHICH SPRANG FROM THE STEM OF JESSE; IN OTHER WORDS, FROM THE VIRGIN OF THE RACE OF DAVID, THE SON OF JESSE. IN THIS CHRIST THE WHOLE SUBSTANTIA OF THE SPIRIT WOULD HAVE TO REST, NOT MEANING THAT IT WOULD BE AS IT WERE SOME SUBSEQUENT ACQUISITION ACCRUING TO HIM WHO WAS ALWAYS, EVEN BEFORE HIS INCARNATION, THE SPIRIT OF GOD; SO THAT YOU CANNOT ARGUE FROM THIS THAT THE PROPHECY HAS REFERENCE TO THAT CHRIST WHO (AS MERE MAN OF THE RACE ONLY OF DAVID) WAS TO OBTAIN THE SPIRIT OF HIS GOD. (THE PROPHET SAYS,) ON THE CONTRARY, THAT FROM THE TIME WHEN (THE TRUE CHRIST) SHOULD APPEAR IN THE FLESH AS THE FLOWER PREDICTED, RISING FROM THE ROOT OF JESSE, THERE WOULD HAVE TO REST UPON HIM THE ENTIRE OPERATION OF THE SPIRIT OF GRACE, WHICH, SO FAR AS THE JEWS WERE CONCERNED, WOULD CEASE AND COME TO AN END. THIS RESULT THE CASE ITSELF SHOWS; FOR AFTER THIS TIME THE SPIRIT OF THE CREATOR NEVER BREATHED AMONGST THEM. FROM JUDAH WERE TAKEN AWAY "THE WISE MAN, AND THE CUNNING ARTIFICER, AND THE COUNSELLOR, AND THE PROPHET;" THAT SO IT MIGHT PROVE TRUE THAT "THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS WERE UNTIL JOHN.'' NOW HEAR HOW HE DECLARED THAT BY CHRIST HIMSELF, WHEN RETURNED TO HEAVEN, THESE SPIRITUAL GIFTS WERE TO BE SENT: "HE ASCENDED UP. ON HIGH," THAT IS, INTO HEAVEN; "HE LED CAPTIVITY CAPTIVE," MEANING DEATH OR SLAVERY OF MAN; "HE GAVE GIFTS TO THE SONS OF MEN," THAT IS, THE GRATUITIES, WHICH WE CALL CHARISMATA. HE SAYS SPECIFICALLY "SONS OF MEN," AND NOT MEN PROMISCUOUSLY; THUS, EXHIBITING TO US THOSE WHO WERE THE CHILDREN OF MEN TRULY SO CALLED, CHOICE MEN, APOSTLES. "FOR," SAYS HE, "I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU THROUGH THE GOSPEL;" AND "YE ARE MY CHILDREN, OF WHOM I TRAVAIL AGAIN IN BIRTH." NOW WAS ABSOLUTELY FULFILLED THAT PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT WHICH WAS GIVEN BY THE WORD OF JOEL: "IN THE LAST DAYS WILL I POUR OUT OF MY SPIRIT UPON ALL FLESH, AND THEIR SONS AND THEIR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY; AND UPON MY SERVANTS AND UPON MY HANDMAIDS WILL I POUR OUT OF MY SPIRIT." SINCE, THEN, THE CREATOR PROMISED THE GIFT OF HIS SPIRIT IN THE LATTER DAYS; AND SINCE CHRIST HAS IN THESE LAST DAYS APPEARED AS THE DISPENSER OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS (AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "WHEN THE FULNESS OF THE TIME WAS COME, GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON;" AND AGAIN, "THIS I SAY, BRETHREN, THAT THE TIME IS SHORT"), IT EVIDENTLY FOLLOWS IN CONNECTION WITH THIS PREDICTION OF THE LAST DAYS, THAT THIS GIFT OF THE SPIRIT BELONGS TO HIM WHO IS THE CHRIST OF THE PREDICTERS. NOW COMPARE THE SPIRIT'S SPECIFIC GRACES, AS THEY ARE DESCRIBED BY THE APOSTLE, AND PROMISED BY THE PROPHET ISAIAH. "TO ONE IS GIVEN," SAYS HE, "BY THE SPIRIT THE WORD OF WISDOM;" THIS WE SEE AT ONCE IS WHAT ISAIAH DECLARED TO BE "THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM." "TO ANOTHER, THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE;" THIS WILL BE "THE (PROPHET'S) SPIRIT OF UNDERSTANDING AND COUNSEL." "TO ANOTHER, FAITH BY THE SAME SPIRIT;" THIS WILL BE "THE SPIRIT OF RELIGION AND THE FEAR OF THE LORD." "TO ANOTHER, THE GIFTS OF HEALING, AND TO ANOTHER THE WORKING OF MIRACLES;" THIS WILL BE "THE SPIRIT OF MIGHT." "TO ANOTHER PROPHECY, TO ANOTHER DISCERNING OF SPIRITS, TO ANOTHER DIVER’S KINDS OF TONGUES, TO ANOTHER THE INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES;" THIS WILL BE "THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE." SEE HOW THE APOSTLE AGREES WITH THE PROPHET BOTH IN MAKING THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ONE SPIRIT, AND IN INTERPRETING HIS SPECIAL GRACES. THIS, TOO, I MAY CONFIDENTLY SAY: HE WHO HAS LIKENED THE UNITY OF OUR BODY THROUGHOUT ITS MANIFOLD AND DIVER’S MEMBERS TO THE COMPACTING TOGETHER OF THE VARIOUS GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT, SHOWS ALSO THAT THERE IS BUT ONE LORD OF THE HUMAN BODY AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. THIS SPIRIT, (ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE'S SHOWING,) MEANT NOT THAT THE SERVICE OF THESE GIFTS SHOULD BE IN THE BODY, NOR DID HE PLACE THEM IN THE HUMAN BODY); AND ON THE SUBJECT OF THE SUPERIORITY OF LOVE ABOVE ALL THESE GIFTS, HE EVEN TAUGHT THE APOSTLE THAT IT WAS THE CHIEF COMMANDMENT, JUST AS CHRIST HAS SHOWN IT TO BE: "THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD WITH ALL THINE HEART AND SOUL, WITH ALL THY STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL THY MIND, AND THY NEIGHBOR AS THINE OWN SELF." WHEN HE MENTIONS THE FACT THAT "IT IS WRITTEN IN THE LAW," HOW THAT THE CREATOR WOULD SPEAK WITH OTHER TONGUES AND OTHER LIPS, WHILST CONFIRMING INDEED THE GIFT OF TONGUES BY SUCH A MENTION, HE YET CANNOT BE THOUGHT TO HAVE AFFIRMED THAT THE GIFT WAS THAT OF ANOTHER GOD BY HIS REFERENCE TO THE CREATOR'S PREDICTION. IN PRECISELY THE SAME MANNER, WHEN ENJOINING ON WOMEN SILENCE IN THE CHURCH, THAT THEY SPEAK NOT FOR THE MERE SAKE OF LEARNING (ALTHOUGH THAT EVEN THEY HAVE THE RIGHT OF PROPHESYING, HE HAS ALREADY SHOWN WHEN HE COVERS THE WOMAN THAT PROPHESIES WITH A VEIL), HE GOES TO THE LAW FOR HIS SANCTION THAT WOMAN SHOULD BE UNDER OBEDIENCE. NOW THIS LAW, LET ME SAY ONCE FOR ALL, HE OUGHT TO HAVE MADE NO OTHER ACQUAINTANCE WITH, THEN TO DESTROY IT. BUT THAT WE MAY NOW LEAVE THE SUBJECT OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS, FACTS THEMSELVES WILL BE ENOUGH TO PROVE WHICH OF US ACTS RASHLY IN CLAIMING THEM FOR HIS GOD, AND WHETHER IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THEY ARE OPPOSED TO OUR SIDE, EVEN IF THE CREATOR PROMISED THEM FOR HIS CHRIST WHO IS NOT YET REVEALED, AS BEING DESTINED ONLY FOR THE JEWS, TO HAVE THEIR OPERATIONS IN HIS TIME, IN HIS CHRIST, AND AMONG HIS PEOPLE. LET MARCION THEN EXHIBIT, AS GIFTS OF HIS GOD, SOME PROPHETS, SUCH AS HAVE NOT SPOKEN BY HUMAN SENSE, BUT WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD, SUCH AS HAVE BOTH PREDICTED THINGS TO COME, AND HAVE MADE MANIFEST THE SECRETS OF THE HEART; LET HIM PRODUCE A PSALM, A VISION, A PRAYER--ONLY LET IT BE BY THE SPIRIT, IN AN ECSTASY, THAT IS, IN A RAPTURE, WHENEVER AN INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES HAS OCCURRED TO HIM; LET HIM SHOW TO ME ALSO, THAT ANY WOMAN OF BOASTFUL TONGUE IN HIS COMMUNITY HAS EVER PROPHESIED FROM AMONGST THOSE SPECIALLY HOLY SISTERS OF HIS. NOW ALL THESE SIGNS (OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS) ARE FORTHCOMING FROM MY SIDE WITHOUT ANY DIFFICULTY, AND THEY AGREE, TOO, WITH THE RULES, AND THE DISPENSATIONS, AND THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE CREATOR; THEREFORE, WITHOUT DOUBT THE CHRIST, AND THE SPIRIT, AND THE APOSTLE, BELONG SEVERALLY TO MY GOD. HERE, THEN, IS MY FRANK AVOWAL FOR ANY ONE WHO CARES TO REQUIRE IT. 
CHAP. IX.--THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION. THE BODY WILL RISE AGAIN. CHRIST'S JUDICIAL CHARACTER. JEWISH PERVERSIONS OF PROPHECY EXPOSED AND CONFUTED. MESSIANIC PSALMS VINDICATED. JEWISH AND RATIONALISTIC INTERPRETATIONS ON THIS POINT SIMILAR. JESUS--NOT HEZEKIAH OR SOLOMON--THE SUBJECT OF THESE PROPHECIES IN THE PSALMS. NONE BUT HE IS THE CHRIST OF THE OLD AND THE NEW TESTAMENTS. 
MEANWHILE THE MARCIONITE WILL EXHIBIT NOTHING OF THIS KIND; HE IS BY THIS TIME AFRAID TO SAY WHICH SIDE HAS THE BETTER RIGHT TO A CHRIST WHO IS NOT YET REVEALED. JUST AS MY CHRIST IS TO BE EXPECTED, WHO WAS PREDICTED FROM THE BEGINNING, SO HIS CHRIST THEREFORE HAS NO EXISTENCE, AS NOT HAVING BEEN ANNOUNCED FROM THE BEGINNING. OURS IS A BETTER FAITH, WHICH BELIEVES IN A FUTURE CHRIST, THAN THE HERETIC'S, WHICH HAS NONE AT ALL TO BELIEVE IN. TOUCHING THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, LET US FIRST INQUIRE HOW SOME PERSONS THEN DENIED IT. NO DOUBT IN THE SAME WAY IN WHICH IT IS EVEN NOW DENIED, SINCE THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH HAS AT ALL TIMES MEN TO DENY IT. BUT MANY WISE MEN CLAIM FOR THE SOUL A DIVINE NATURE, AND ARE CONFIDENT OF ITS UNDYING DESTINY, AND EVEN THE MULTITUDE WORSHIP THE DEAD IN THE PRESUMPTION WHICH THEY BOLDLY ENTERTAIN THAT THEIR SOULS SURVIVE. AS FOR OUR BODIES, HOWEVER, IT IS MANIFEST THAT THEY PERISH EITHER AT ONCE BY FIRE OR THE WILD BEASTS, OR EVEN WHEN MOST CAREFULLY KEPT BY LENGTH OF TIME. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE APOSTLE REFUTES THOSE WHO DENY THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH, HE INDEED DEFENDS, IN OPPOSITION TO THEM, THE PRECISE MATTER OF THEIR DENIAL, THAT IS, THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY. YOU HAVE THE WHOLE ANSWER WRAPPED UP IN THIS. ALL THE REST IS SUPERFLUOUS. NOW IN THIS VERY POINT, WHICH IS CALLED THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, IT IS REQUISITE THAT THE PROPER FORCE OF THE WORDS SHOULD BE ACCURATELY MAINTAINED. THE WORD DEAD EXPRESSES SIMPLY WHAT HAS LOST THE VITAL PRINCIPLE, BY MEANS OF WHICH IT USED TO LIVE. NOW THE BODY IS THAT WHICH LOSES LIFE, AND AS THE RESULT OF LOSING IT BECOMES DEAD. TO THE BODY, THEREFORE, THE TERM DEAD IS ONLY SUITABLE. MOREOVER, AS RESURRECTION ACCRUES TO WHAT IS DEAD, AND DEAD IS A TERM APPLICABLE ONLY TO A BODY, THEREFORE THE BODY ALONE HAS A RESURRECTION INCIDENTAL TO IT. SO AGAIN, THE WORD RESURRECTION, OR (RISING AFFAIRS), EMBRACES ONLY THAT WHICH HAS FALLEN DOWN. "TO RISE," INDEED, CAN BE PREDICATED OF THAT WHICH HAS NEVER FALLEN DOWN, BUT HAD ALREADY BEEN ALWAYS LYING DOWN. BUT "TO RISE AGAIN" IS PREDICABLE ONLY OF THAT WHICH HAS FALLEN DOWN; BECAUSE IT IS BY RISING AGAIN, IN CONSEQUENCE OF ITS HAVING FALLEN DOWN, THAT IT IS SAID TO HAVE RE-RISEN. FOR THE SYLLABLE RE ALWAYS IMPLIES ITERATION (OR HAPPENING AGAIN). WE SAY, THEREFORE, THAT THE BODY FALLS TO THE GROUND BY DEATH, AS INDEED FACTS THEMSELVES SHOW, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW OF GOD. FOR TO THE BODY IT WAS SAID, ("TILL THOU RETURN TO THE GROUND, FOR OUT OF IT WAST THOU TAKEN; FOR) DUST THOU ART, AND UNTO DUST SHALT THOU RETURN." THAT, THEREFORE, WHICH CAME FROM THE GROUND SHALL RETURN TO THE GROUND. NOW THAT FALLS DOWN WHICH RETURNS TO THE GROUND; AND THAT RISES AGAIN WHICH FALLS DOWN. "SINCE BY MAN CAME DEATH, BY MAN CAME ALSO THE RESURRECTION." HERE IN THE WORD MAN, WHO CONSISTS OF BODILY SUB STANCE, AS WE HAVE OFTEN SHOWN ALREADY, IS PRESENTED TO ME THE BODY OF CHRIST. BUT IF WE ARE ALL SO MADE ALIVE IN CHRIST, AS WE DIE IN ADAM, IT FOLLOWS OF NECESSITY THAT WE ARE MADE ALIVE IN CHRIST AS A BODILY SUBSTANCE, SINCE WE DIED IN ADAM AS A BODILY SUBSTANCE. THE SIMILARITY, INDEED, IS NOT COMPLETE, UNLESS OUR REVIVAL IN CHRIST CONCUR IN IDENTITY OF SUBSTANCE WITH OUR MORTALITY IN ADAM. BUT AT THIS POINT (THE APOSTLE) HAS MADE A PARENTHETICAL STATEMENT CONCERNING CHRIST, WHICH, BEARING AS IT DOES ON OUR PRESENT DISCUSSION, MUST NOT PASS UNNOTICED. FOR THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY WILL RECEIVE ALL THE BETTER PROOF, IN PROPORTION AS I SHALL SUCCEED IN SHOWING THAT CHRIST BELONGS TO THAT GOD WHO IS BELIEVED TO HAVE PROVIDED THIS RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH IN HIS DISPENSATION. WHEN HE SAYS, "FOR HE MUST REIGN, TILL HE HATH PUT ALL ENEMIES UNDER HIS FEET," WE CAN SEE AT ONCE FROM THIS STATEMENT THAT HE SPEAKS OF A GOD OF VENGEANCE, AND THEREFORE OF HIM WHO MADE THE FOLLOWING PROMISE TO CHRIST: "SIT THOU AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE THINE ENEMIES THY FOOTSTOOL. THE ROD OF THY STRENGTH SHALL THE LORD SEND FORTH FROM SION, AND HE SHALL RULE ALONG WITH THEE IN THE MIDST OF THINE ENEMIES." IT IS NECESSARY FOR ME TO LAY CLAIM TO THOSE SCRIPTURES WHICH THE JEWS ENDEAVOR TO DEPRIVE US OF, AND TO SHOW THAT THEY SUSTAIN MY VIEW. NOW THEY SAY THAT THIS PSALM WAS A CHANT IN HONOR OF HEZEKIAH, BECAUSE "HE WENT UP TO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD," AND GOD TURNED BACK AND REMOVED HIS ENEMIES. THEREFORE, (AS THEY FURTHER HOLD,) THOSE OTHER WORDS, "BEFORE THE MORNING STAR, DID I BEGET THEE FROM THE WOMB," ARE APPLICABLE TO HEZEKIAH, AND TO THE BIRTH OF HEZEKIAH. WE ON OUR SIDE HAVE PUBLISHED GOSPELS (TO THE CREDIBILITY OF WHICH WE HAVE TO THANK THEM FOR HAVING GIVEN SOME CONFIRMATION, INDEED, ALREADY IN SO GREAT A SUBJECT); AND THESE DECLARE THAT THE LORD WAS BORN AT NIGHT, THAT SO IT MIGHT BE "BEFORE THE MORNING STAR," AS IS EVIDENT BOTH FROM THE STAR ESPECIALLY, AND FROM THE TESTIMONY OF THE ANGEL, WHO AT NIGHT ANNOUNCED TO THE SHEPHERDS THAT CHRIST HAD AT THAT MOMENT BEEN BORN, AND AGAIN FROM THE PLACE OF THE BIRTH, FOR IT IS TOWARDS NIGHT THAT PERSONS ARRIVE AT THE (EASTERN)" INN." PERHAPS, TOO, THERE WAS A MYSTIC PURPOSE IN CHRIST'S BEING BORN AT NIGHT, DESTINED, AS HE WAS, TO BE THE LIGHT OF THE TRUTH AMIDST THE DARK SHADOWS OF IGNORANCE. NOR, AGAIN, WOULD GOD HAVE SAID, "I HAVE BEGOTTEN THEE," EXCEPT TO HIS TRUE SON. FOR ALTHOUGH HE SAYS OF ALL THE PEOPLE (ISRAEL), "I HAVE BEGOTTEN CHILDREN," YET HE ADDED NOT "FROM THE WOMB." NOW, WHY SHOULD HE HAVE ADDED SO SUPERFLUOUSLY THIS PHRASE "FROM THE WOMB" (AS IF THERE COULD BE ANY DOUBT ABOUT ANY ONE'S HAVING BEEN BORN FROM THE WOMB), UNLESS THE HOLY GHOST HAD WISHED THE WORDS TO BE WITH ESPECIAL CARE UNDERSTOOD OF CHRIST? "I HAVE BEGOTTEN THEE FROM THE WOMB," THAT IS TO SAY, FROM A WOMB ONLY, WITHOUT A MAN'S SEED, MAKING IT A CONDITION OF A FLESHLY BODY THAT IT SHOULD COME OUT OF A WOMB. WHAT IS HERE ADDED (IN THE PSALM), "THOU ART A PRIEST FOR EVER," RELATES TO (CHRIST) HIMSELF. HEZEKIAH WAS NO PRIEST; AND EVEN IF HE HAD BEEN ONE, HE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN A PRIEST FOR EVER. "AFTER THE ORDER," SAYS HE, "OF MELCHIZEDEK." NOW WHAT HAD HEZEKIAH TO DO WITH MELCHIZEDEK, THE PRIEST OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], AND HIM UNCIRCUMCISED TOO, WHO BLESSED THE CIRCUMCISED ABRAHAM, AFTER RECEIVING FROM HIM THE OFFERING OF TITHES? TO CHRIST, HOWEVER, "THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK" WILL BE VERY SUITABLE; FOR CHRIST IS THE PROPER AND LEGITIMATE HIGH PRIEST OF GOD. HE IS THE PONTIFF OF THE PRIESTHOOD OF THE UNCIRCUMCISION, CONSTITUTED SUCH, EVEN THEN, FOR THE GENTILES, BY WHOM HE WAS TO BE MORE FULLY RECEIVED, ALTHOUGH AT HIS LAST COMING HE WILL FAVOR WITH HIS ACCEPTANCE AND BLESSING THE CIRCUMCISION ALSO, EVEN THE RACE OF ABRAHAM, WHICH BY AND BY IS TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIM. WELL, THEN, THERE IS ALSO ANOTHER PSALM, WHICH BEGINS WITH THESE WORDS: "GIVE THY JUDGMENTS, O GOD, TO THE KING," THAT IS, TO CHRIST WHO WAS TO COME AS KING, "AND THY RIGHTEOUSNESS UNTO THE KING'S SON," THAT IS, TO CHRIST'S PEOPLE; FOR HIS SONS ARE THEY WHO ARE BORN AGAIN IN HIM. BUT IT WILL HERE BE SAID THAT THIS PSALM HAS REFERENCE TO SOLOMON. HOWEVER, WILL NOT THOSE PORTIONS OF THE PSALM WHICH APPLY TO CHRIST ALONE, BE ENOUGH TO TEACH US THAT ALL THE REST, TOO, RELATES TO CHRIST, AND NOT TO SOLOMON? "HE SHALL COME DOWN," SAYS HE, "LIKE RAIN UPON A FLEECE, AND LIKE DROPPING SHOWERS UPON THE EARTH," DESCRIBING HIS DESCENT FROM HEAVEN TO THE FLESH AS GENTLE AND UNOBSERVED. SOLOMON, HOWEVER, IF HE HAD INDEED ANY DESCENT AT ALL, CAME NOT DOWN LIKE A SHOWER, BECAUSE HE DESCENDED NOT FROM HEAVEN. BUT I WILL SET BEFORE YOU MORE LITERAL POINTS. "HE SHALL HAVE DOMINION," SAYS THE PSALMIST, "FROM SEA TO SEA, AND FROM THE RIVER UNTO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH." TO CHRIST ALONE WAS THIS GIVEN; WHILST SOLOMON REIGNED OVER ONLY THE MODERATELY-SIZED KINGDOM OF JUDAH. "YEA, ALL KINGS SHALL FALL DOWN BEFORE HIM." WHOM, INDEED, SHALL THEY ALL THUS WORSHIP, EXCEPT CHRIST? "ALL NATIONS SHALL SERVE HIM." TO WHOM SHALL ALL THUS DO HOMAGE, BUT CHRIST? "HIS NAME SHALL ENDURE FOR EVER." WHOSE NAME HAS THIS ETERNITY OF FAME, BUT CHRIST'S? "LONGER THAN THE SUN SHALL HIS NAME REMAIN," FOR LONGER THAN THE SUN SHALL BE THE WORD OF GOD, EVEN CHRIST. "AND IN HIM SHALL ALL NATIONS BE BLESSED." IN SOLOMON WAS NO NATION BLESSED; IN CHRIST EVERY NATION. AND WHAT IF THE PSALM PROVES HIM TO BE EVEN GOD? "THEY SHALL CALL HIM BLESSED." (ON WHAT GROUND?) BECAUSE BLESSED IS THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, WHO ONLY DOETH WONDERFUL THINGS." "BLESSED ALSO IS HIS GLORIOUS NAME, AND WITH HIS GLORY SHALL ALL THE EARTH BE FILLED." ON THE CONTRARY, SOLOMON (AS I MAKE BOLD TO AFFIRM) LOST EVEN THE GLORY WHICH HE HAD FROM GOD, SEDUCED BY HIS LOVE OF WOMEN EVEN INTO IDOLATRY. AND THUS, THE STATEMENT WHICH OCCURS IN ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF THIS PSALM, "HIS ENEMIES SHALL LICK THE DUST" (OF COURSE, AS HAVING BEEN, (TO USE THE APOSTLE'S PHRASE,) "PUT UNDER HIS FEET"), WILL BEAR UPON THE VERY OBJECT WHICH I HAD IN VIEW, WHEN I BOTH INTRODUCED THE PSALM, AND INSISTED ON MY OPINION OF ITS SENSE,--NAMELY, THAT I MIGHT DEMONSTRATE BOTH THE GLORY OF HIS KINGDOM AND THE SUBJECTION OF HIS ENEMIES IN PURSUANCE OF THE CREATOR'S OWN PLANS, WITH THE VIEW OF LAYING DOWN THIS CONCLUSION, THAT NONE BUT HE CAN BE BELIEVED TO BE THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR. 
CHAP. X.--DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY, CONTINUED. HOW ARE THE DEAD RAISED? AND WITH WHAT BODY DO THEY COME? THESE QUESTIONS ANSWERED IN SUCH A SENSE AS TO MAINTAIN THE TRUTH OF THE RAISED BODY, AGAINST MARCION. CHRIST AS THE SECOND ADAM CONNECTED WITH THE CREATOR OF THE FIRST MAN. LET US BEAR THE IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY. THE TRIUMPH OVER DEATH IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROPHETS. HOSEA AND ST. PAUL COMPARED. 
LET US NOW RETURN TO THE RESURRECTION, TO THE DEFENSE OF WHICH AGAINST HERETICS OF ALL SORTS WE HAVE GIVEN INDEED SUFFICIENT ATTENTION IN ANOTHER WORK OF OURS. BUT WE WILL NOT BE WANTING (IN SOME DEFENSE OF THE DOCTRINE) EVEN HERE, IN CONSIDERATION OF SUCH PERSONS AS ARE IGNORANT OF THAT LITTLE TREATISE. "WHAT," ASKS HE, "SHALL THEY DO WHO ARE BAPTIZED FOR THE DEAD, IF THE DEAD RISE NOT?" NOW, NEVER MIND THAT PRACTICE, (WHATEVER IT MAY HAVE BEEN.) THE FEBRUATION LUSTRATIONS WILL PERHAPS ANSWER HIM (QUITE AS WELL), BY PRAYING FOR THE DEAD. DO NOT THEN SUPPOSE THAT THE APOSTLE HERE INDICATES SOME NEW GOD AS THE AUTHOR AND ADVOCATE OF THIS (BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD. HIS ONLY AIM IN ALLUDING TO IT WAS) THAT HE MIGHT ALL THE MORE FIRMLY INSIST UPON THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY, IN PROPORTION AS THEY WHO WERE VAINLY BAPTIZED FOR THE DEAD RESORTED TO THE PRACTICE FROM THEIR BELIEF OF SUCH A RESURRECTION. WE HAVE THE APOSTLE IN ANOTHER PASSAGE DEFINING "BUT ONE BAPTISM." TO BE "BAPTIZED FOR THE DEAD" THEREFORE MEANS, IN FACT, TO BE BAPTIZED FOR THE BODY; FOR, AS WE HAVE SHOWN, IT IS THE BODY WHICH BECOMES DEAD. WHAT, THEN, SHALL THEY DO WHO ARE BAPTIZED FOR THE BODY, IF THE BODY RISES NOT AGAIN? WE STAND, THEN, ON FIRM GROUND (WHEN WE SAY) THAT THE NEXT QUESTION WHICH THE APOSTLE HAS DISCUSSED EQUALLY RELATES TO THE BODY. BUT "SOME MAN WILL SAY, 'HOW ARE THE DEAD RAISED UP? WITH WHAT BODY DO THEY COME?'" HAVING ESTABLISHED THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION WHICH WAS DENIED, IT WAS NATURAL TO DISCUSS WHAT WOULD BE THE SORT OF BODY (IN THE RESURRECTION), OF WHICH NO ONE HAD AN IDEA. ON THIS POINT WE HAVE OTHER OPPONENTS WITH WHOM TO ENGAGE, FOR MARCION DOES NOT IN ANY WISE ADMIT THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH, AND IT IS ONLY THE SALVATION OF THE SOUL WHICH HE PROMISES; CONSEQUENTLY, THE QUESTION WHICH HE RAISES IS NOT CONCERNING THE SORT OF BODY, BUT THE VERY SUBSTANCE THEREOF. NOTWITHSTANDING, HE IS MOST PLAINLY REFUTED EVEN FROM WHAT THE APOSTLE ADVANCES RESPECTING THE QUALITY OF THE BODY, IN ANSWER TO THOSE WHO ASK, "HOW ARE THE DEAD RAISED UP? WITH WHAT BODY DO THEY COME?" FOR AS HE TREATED OF THE SORT OF BODY, HE OF COURSE IPSO FACTO PROCLAIMED IN THE ARGUMENT THAT IT WAS A BODY WHICH WOULD RISE AGAIN. INDEED, SINCE HE PROPOSES AS HIS EXAMPLES "WHEAT GRAIN, OR SOME OTHER GRAIN, TO WHICH GOD GIVETH A BODY, SUCH AS IT HATH PLEASED HIM;" SINCE ALSO HE SAYS, THAT "TO EVERY SEED IS ITS OWN BODY;" THAT, CONSEQUENTLY, "THERE IS ONE KIND OF FLESH OF MEN, WHILST THERE IS ANOTHER OF BEASTS, AND (ANOTHER) OF BIRDS; THAT THERE ARE ALSO CELESTIAL BODIES AND BODIES TERRESTRIAL; AND THAT THERE IS ONE GLORY OF THE SUN, AND ANOTHER GLORY OF THE MOON, AND ANOTHER GLORY OF THE STARS"--DOES HE NOT THEREFORE INTIMATE THAT THERE IS TO BE A RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH OR BODY, WHICH HE ILLUSTRATES BY FLESHLY AND CORPOREAL SAMPLES? DOES HE NOT ALSO GUARANTEE THAT THE RESURRECTION SHALL BE ACCOMPLISHED BY THAT GOD FROM WHOM PROCEED ALL THE (CREATURES WHICH HAVE SERVED HIM FOR) EXAMPLES? "SO ALSO," SAYS HE, "IS THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD." HOW? JUST AS THE GRAIN, WHICH IS SOWN A BODY, SPRINGS UP A BODY. THIS SOWING OF THE BODY HE CALLED THE DISSOLVING THEREOF IN THE GROUND, "BECAUSE IT IS SOWN IN CORRUPTION," (BUT "IS RAISED) TO HONOR AND POWER." NOW, JUST AS IN THE CASE OF THE GRAIN, SO HERE: TO HIM WILL BELONG THE WORK IN THE REVIVAL OF THE BODY, WHO ORDERED THE PROCESS IN THE DISSOLUTION THEREOF. IF, HOWEVER, YOU REMOVE THE BODY FROM THE RESURRECTION WHICH YOU SUBMITTED TO THE DISSOLUTION, WHAT BECOMES OF THE DIVERSITY IN THE ISSUE? LIKEWISE, "ALTHOUGH IT IS SOWN A NATURAL BODY, IT IS RAISED A SPIRITUAL BODY." NOW, ALTHOUGH THE NATURAL PRINCIPLE OF LIFE AND THE SPIRIT HAVE EACH A BODY PROPER TO ITSELF, SO THAT THE "NATURAL BODY" MAY FAIRLY BE TAKEN TO SIGNIFY THE SOUL, AND "THE SPIRITUAL BODY" THE SPIRIT, YET THAT IS NO REASON FOR SUPPOSING THE APOSTLE TO SAY THAT THE SOUL IS TO BECOME SPIRIT IN THE RESURRECTION, BUT THAT BODY (WHICH, AS BEING BORN ALONG WITH THE SOUL, AND AS RETAINING ITS LIFE BY MEANS OF THE SOUL, ADMITS OF BEING CALLED ANIMAL (OR NATURAL) WILL BECAME SPIRITUAL, SINCE IT RISES THROUGH THE SPIRIT TO AN ETERNAL LIFE. IN SHORT, SINCE IT IS NOT THE SOUL, BUT THE FLESH WHICH IS "SOWN IN CORRUPTION," WHEN IT TURNS TO DECAY IN THE GROUND, IT FOLLOWS THAT (AFTER SUCH DISSOLUTION) THE SOUL IS NO LONGER THE NATURAL BODY, BUT THE FLESH, WHICH WAS THE NATURAL BODY, (IS THE SUBJECT OF THE FUTURE CHANGE), FORASMUCH AS OF A NATURAL BODY IT IS MADE A SPIRITUAL BODY, AS HE SAYS FURTHER DOWN, "THAT WAS NOT FIRST WHICH IS SPIRITUAL." FOR TO THIS EFFECT HE JUST BEFORE REMARKED OF CHRIST HIMSELF: "THE FIRST MAN ADAM WAS MADE A LIVING SOUL, THE LAST ADAM WAS MADE A QUICKENING SPIRIT." OUR HERETIC, HOWEVER, IN THE EXCESS OF HIS FOLLY, BEING UNWILLING THAT THE STATEMENT SHOULD REMAIN IN THIS SHAPE, ALTERED "LAST ADAM" INTO "LAST LORD;" BECAUSE HE FEARED, OF COURSE, THAT IF HE ALLOWED THE LORD TO BE THE LAST (OR SECOND) ADAM, WE SHOULD CONTEND THAT CHRIST, BEING THE SECOND ADAM, MUST NEEDS BELONG TO THAT GOD WHO OWNED ALSO THE FIRST ADAM. BUT THE FALSIFICATION IS TRANSPARENT. FOR WHY IS THERE A FIRST ADAM, UNLESS IT BE THAT THERE IS ALSO A SECOND ADAM? FOR THINGS ARE NOT CLASSED TOGETHER UNLESS THEY BE SEVERALLY ALIKE, AND HAVE AN IDENTITY OF EITHER NAME, OR SUBSTANCE, OR ORIGIN. NOW, ALTHOUGH AMONG THINGS WHICH ARE EVEN INDIVIDUALLY DIVERSE, ONE MUST BE FIRST AND ANOTHER LAST, YET THEY MUST HAVE ONE AUTHOR. IF, HOWEVER, THE AUTHOR BE A DIFFERENT ONE, HE HIMSELF INDEED MAY BE CALLED THE LAST. BUT THE THING WHICH HE INTRODUCES IS THE FIRST, AND THAT ONLY CAN BE THE LAST, WHICH IS LIKE THIS FIRST IN NATURE. IT IS, HOWEVER, NOT LIKE THE FIRST IN NATURE, WHEN IT IS NOT THE WORK OF THE SAME AUTHOR. IN LIKE MANNER (THE HERETIC) WILL BE REFUTED ALSO WITH THE WORD "MAN:" "THE FIRST MAN IS OF THE EARTH, EARTHY; THE SECOND MAN IS THE LORD FROM HEAVEN." NOW, SINCE THE FIRST WAS A HOW CAN THERE BE A SECOND, UNLESS HE IS A MAN ALSO? OR, ELSE, IF THE SECOND IS" LORD," WAS THE FIRST "LORD" ALSO? IT IS, HOWEVER, QUITE ENOUGH FOR ME, THAT IN HIS GOSPEL HE ADMITS THE SON OF MAN TO BE BOTH CHRIST AND MAN; SO THAT HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO DENY HIM (IN THIS PASSAGE), IN THE "ADAM" AND THE "MAN" (OF THE APOSTLE). WHAT FOLLOWS WILL ALSO BE TOO MUCH FOR HIM. FOR WHEN THE APOSTLE SAYS, "AS IS THE EARTHY," THAT IS, MAN, "SUCH ALSO ARE THEY THAT ARE EARTHY"-MEN AGAIN, OF COURSE; "THEREFORE AS IS THE HEAVENLY," MEANING THE MAN, FROM HEAVEN, "SUCH ARE THE MEN ALSO THAT ARE HEAVENLY." FOR HE COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE OPPOSED TO EARTHLY MEN ANY HEAVENLY BEINGS THAT WERE NOT MEN ALSO; HIS OBJECT BEING THE MORE ACCURATELY TO DISTINGUISH THEIR STATE AND EXPECTATION BY USING THIS NAME IN COMMON FOR THEM BOTH. FOR IN RESPECT OF THEIR PRESENT STATE AND THEIR FUTURE EXPECTATION HE CALLS MEN EARTHLY AND HEAVENLY, STILL RESERVING THEIR PARITY OF NAME, ACCORDING AS THEY ARE RECKONED (AS TO THEIR ULTIMATE CONDITIONS) IN ADAM OR IN CHRIST. THEREFORE, WHEN EXHORTING THEM TO CHERISH THE HOPE OF HEAVEN, HE SAYS: "AS WE HAVE BORNE THE IMAGE OF THE EARTHY, SO LET US ALSO BEAR THE IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY,"--LANGUAGE WHICH RELATES NOT TO ANY CONDITION OF RESURRECTION LIFE, BUT TO THE RULE OF THE PRESENT TIME. HE SAYS, LET US BEAR, AS A PRECEPT; NOT WE SHALL BEAR, IN THE SENSE OF A PROMISE--WISHING US TO WALK EVEN AS HE HIMSELF WAS WALKING, AND TO PUT OFF THE LIKENESS OF THE EARTHLY, THAT IS, OF THE OLD MAN, IN THE WORKS OF THE FLESH. FOR WHAT ARE THESE NEXT WORDS? "NOW THIS I SAY, BRETHREN, THAT FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD." HE MEANS THE WORKS OF THE FLESH AND BLOOD, WHICH, IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS, DEPRIVE MEN OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD. IN OTHER PASSAGES ALSO, HE IS ACCUSTOMED TO PUT THE NATURAL CONDITION INSTEAD OF THE WORKS THAT ARE DONE THEREIN, AS WHEN HE SAYS, THAT "THEY WHO ARE IN THE FLESH CANNOT PLEASE GOD." NOW, WHEN SHALL WE BE ABLE TO PLEASE GOD EXCEPT WHILST WE ARE IN THIS FLESH? THERE IS, I IMAGINE, NO OTHER TIME WHEREIN A MAN CAN WORK. IF, HOWEVER, WHILST WE ARE EVEN NATURALLY LIVING IN THE FLESH, WE YET ESCHEW THE DEEDS OF THE FLESH, THEN WE SHALL NOT BE IN THE FLESH; SINCE, ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT ABSENT FROM THE SUBSTANCE OF THE FLESH, WE ARE NOTWITHSTANDING STRANGERS TO THE SIN THEREOF. NOW, SINCE IN THE WORD, FLESH, WE ARE ENJOINED TO PUT OFF, NOT THE SUBSTANCE, BUT THE WORKS OF THE FLESH, THEREFORE IN THE USE OF THE SAME WORD THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS DENIED TO THE WORKS OF THE FLESH, NOT TO THE SUBSTANCE THEREOF. FOR NOT THAT IS CONDEMNED IN WHICH EVIL IS DONE, BUT ONLY THE EVIL WHICH IS DONE IN IT. TO ADMINISTER POISON IS A CRIME, BUT THE CUP IN WHICH IT IS GIVEN IS NOT GUILTY. SO, THE BODY IS THE VESSEL OF THE WORKS OF THE FLESH, WHILST THE SOUL WHICH IS WITHIN IT MIXES THE POISON OF A WICKED ACT. HOW THEN IS IT, THAT THE SOUL, WHICH IS THE REAL AUTHOR OF THE WORKS OF THE FLESH, SHALL ATTAIN TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AFTER THE DEEDS DONE IN THE BODY HAVE BEEN STONED FOR, WHILST THE BODY, WHICH WAS NOTHING BUT (THE SOUL'S) MINISTERING AGENT, MUST REMAIN IN CONDEMNATION? IS THE CUP TO BE PUNISHED, BUT THE POISONER TO ESCAPE? NOT THAT WE INDEED CLAIM THE KINGDOM OF GOD FOR THE FLESH: ALL WE DO IS, TO ASSERT A RESURRECTION FOR THE SUBSTANCE THEREOF, AS THE GATE OF THE KINGDOM THROUGH WHICH IT IS ENTERED. BUT THE RESURRECTION IS ONE THING, AND THE KINGDOM IS ANOTHER. THE RESURRECTION IS FIRST, AND AFTERWARDS THE KINGDOM. WE SAY, THEREFORE, THAT THE FLESH RISES AGAIN, BUT THAT WHEN CHANGED IT OBTAINS THE KINGDOM. "FOR THE DEAD SHALL BE RAISED INCORRUPTIBLE," EVEN THOSE WHO HAD BEEN CORRUPTIBLE WHEN THEIR BODIES FELL INTO DECAY; "AND WE SHALL BE CHANGED, IN A MOMENT, IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE. FOR THIS CORRUPTIBLE"--AND AS HE SPOKE, THE APOSTLE SEEMINGLY POINTED TO HIS OWN FLESH--" MUST PUT ON INCORRUPTION, AND THIS MORTAL MUST PUT ON IMMORTALITY." IN ORDER, INDEED, THAT IT MAY BE RENDERED A FIT SUBSTANCE FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD. "FOR WE SHALL BE LIKE THE ANGELS." THIS WILL BE THE PERFECT CHANGE OF OUR FLESH--ONLY AFTER ITS RESURRECTION. NOW IF, ON THE CONTRARY, THERE IS TO BE NO FLESH, HOW THEN SHALL IT PUT ON INCORRUPTION AND IMMORTALITY? HAVING THEN BECOME SOMETHING ELSE BY ITS CHANGE, IT WILL OBTAIN THE KINGDOM OF GOD, NO LONGER THE (OLD) FLESH AND BLOOD, BUT THE BODY WHICH GOD SHALL HAVE GIVEN IT. RIGHTLY THEN DOES THE APOSTLE DECLARE, "FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD;" FOR THIS (HONOR) DOES HE ASCRIBE TO THE CHANGED CONDITION WHICH ENSUES ON THE RESURRECTION. SINCE, THEREFORE, SHALL THEN BE ACCOMPLISHED THE WORD WHICH WAS WRITTEN BY THE CREATOR, "O DEATH, WHERE IS THY VICTORY"--OR THY STRUGGLE? "O DEATH, WHERE IS THY STING?" --WRITTEN, I SAY, BY THE CREATOR, FOR HE WROTE THEM BY HIS PROPHET--TO HIM WILL BELONG THE GIFT, THAT IS, THE KINGDOM, WHO PROCLAIMED THE WORD WHICH IS TO BE ACCOMPLISHED IN THE KINGDOM. AND TO NONE OTHER GOD DOES HE TELL US THAT "THANKS" ARE DUE, FOR HAVING ENABLED US TO ACHIEVE "THE VICTORY" EVEN OVER DEATH, THEN TO HIM FROM WHOM HE RECEIVED THE VERY EXPRESSION OF THE EXULTING AND TRIUMPHANT CHALLENGE TO THE MORTAL FOE. 
CHAP. XI.-- THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS. THE CREATOR THE FATHER OF MERCIES. SHOWN TO BE SUCH IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, AND ALSO IN CHRIST. THE NEWNESS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. THE VEIL OF OBDURATE BLINDNESS UPON ISRAEL, NOT REPREHENSIBLE ON MARCION'S PRINCIPLES. THE JEWS GUILTY IN REJECTING THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR. SATAN, THE GOD OF THIS WORLD. THE TREASURE IN EARTHEN VESSELS EXPLAINED AGAINST MARCION. THE CREATOR'S RELATION TO THESE VESSELS, I.E. OUR BODIES. 
IF, OWING TO THE FAULT OF HUMAN ERROR, THE WORD GOD HAS BECOME A COMMON NAME (SINCE IN THE WORLD THERE ARE SAID AND BELIEVED TO BE "GODS MANY"), YET "THE BLESSED GOD," (WHO IS "THE FATHER) OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WILL BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE NO OTHER GOD THAN THE CREATOR, WHO BOTH BLESSED ALL THINGS (THAT HE HAD MADE), AS YOU FIND IN GENESIS, AND IS HIMSELF "BLESSED BY ALL THINGS," AS DANIEL TELLS US. NOW, IF THE TITLE OF FATHER MAY BE CLAIMED FOR (MARCION'S) STERILE GOD, HOW MUCH MORE FOR THE CREATOR? TO NONE OTHER THAN HIM IS IT SUITABLE, WHO IS ALSO "THE FATHER OF MERCIES," AND (IN THE PROPHETS) HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS "FULL OF COMPASSION, AND GRACIOUS, AND PLENTEOUS IN MERCY." IN JONAH YOU FIND THE SIGNAL ACT OF HIS MERCY, WHICH HE SHOWED TO THE PRAYING NINEVITES. HOW INFLEXIBLE WAS HE AT THE TEARS OF HEZEKIAH! HOW READY TO FORGIVE AHAB, THE HUSBAND OF JEZEBEL, THE BLOOD OF NABORB, WHEN HE DEPRECATED HIS ANGER. HOW PROMPT IN PARDONING DAVID ON HIS CONFESSION OF HIS SIN--PREFERRING, INDEED, THE SINNER'S REPENTANCE TO HIS DEATH, OF COURSE BECAUSE OF HIS GRACIOUS ATTRIBUTE OF MERCY. NOW, IF MARCION'S GOD HAS EXHIBITED OR PROCLAIMED ANY SUCH THING AS THIS, I WILL ALLOW HIM TO BE "THE FATHER OF MERCIES." SINCE, HOWEVER, HE ASCRIBES TO HIM THIS TITLE ONLY FROM THE TIME HE HAS BEEN REVEALED, AS IF HE WERE THE FATHER OF MERCIES FROM THE TIME ONLY WHEN HE BEGAN TO LIBERATE THE HUMAN RACE, THEN WE ON OUR SIDE, TOO, ADOPT THE SAME PRECISE DATE OF HIS ALLEGED REVELATION; BUT IT IS THAT WE MAY DENY HIM! IT IS THEN NOT COMPETENT TO HIM TO ASCRIBE ANY QUALITY TO HIS GOD, WHOM INDEED HE ONLY PROMULGED BY THE FACT OF SUCH AN ASCRIPTION; FOR ONLY IF IT WERE PREVIOUSLY EVIDENT THAT HIS GOD HAD AN EXISTENCE, COULD HE BE PERMITTED TO ASCRIBE AN ATTRIBUTE TO HIM. THE ASCRIBED ATTRIBUTE IS ONLY AN ACCIDENT; BUT ACCIDENTS ARE PRECEDED BY THE STATEMENT OF THE THING ITSELF OF WHICH THEY ARE PREDICATED, ESPECIALLY WHEN ANOTHER CLAIMS THE ATTRIBUTE WHICH IS ASCRIBED TO HIM WHO HAS NOT BEEN PREVIOUSLY SHOWN TO EXIST. OUR DENIAL OF HIS EXISTENCE WILL BE ALL THE MORE PEREMPTORY, BECAUSE OF THE FACT THAT THE ATTRIBUTE WHICH IS ALLEGED IN PROOF OF IT BELONGS TO THAT GOD WHO HAS BEEN ALREADY REVEALED. THEREFORE "THE NEW TESTAMENT" WILL APPERTAIN TO NONE OTHER THAN HIM WHO PROMISED IT--IF NOT "ITS LETTER, YET ITS SPIRIT;" AND HEREIN WILL LIE ITS NEWNESS. INDEED, HE WHO HAD ENGRAVED ITS LETTER IN STONES IS THE SAME AS HE WHO HAD SAID OF ITS SPIRIT, "I WILL POUR OUT OF MY SPIRIT UPON ALL FLESH." EVEN IF "THE LETTER KILLETH, YET THE SPIRIT GIVETH LIFE;" AND BOTH BELONG TO HIM WHO SAYS: "I KILL, AND I MAKE ALIVE; I WOUND, AND I HEAL." WE HAVE ALREADY MADE GOOD THE CREATOR'S CLAIM TO THIS TWOFOLD CHARACTER OF JUDGMENT AND GOODNESS--"KILLING IN THE LETTER" THROUGH THE LAW, AND "QUICKENING IN THE SPIRIT" THROUGH THE GOSPEL. NOW THESE ATTRIBUTES, HOWEVER DIFFERENT THEY BE, CANNOT POSSIBLY MAKE TWO GODS; FOR THEY HAVE ALREADY (IN THE PREVENIENT DISPENSATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT) BEEN FOUND TO MEET IN ONE. HE ALLUDES TO MOSES' VEIL, COVERED WITH WHICH "HIS FACE COULD NOT BE STEADFASTLY SEEN BY THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL." SINCE HE DID THIS TO MAINTAIN THE SUPERIORITY OF THE GLORY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, WHICH IS PERMANENT IN ITS GLORY, OVER THAT OF THE OLD, "WHICH WAS TO BE DONE AWAY," THIS FACT GIVES SUPPORT TO MY BELIEF WHICH EXALTS THE GOSPEL ABOVE THE LAW AND YOU MUST LOOK WELL TO IT THAT IT DOES NOT EVEN MORE THAN THIS. FOR ONLY THERE IS SUPERIORITY POSSIBLE WHERE WAS PREVIOUSLY THE THING OVER WHICH SUPERIORITY CAN BE AFFIRMED. BUT THEN HE SAYS, "BUT THEIR MINDS WERE BLINDED"--OF THE WORLD; CERTAINLY NOT THE CREATOR'S MIND, BUT THE MINDS OF THE PEOPLE WHICH ARE IN THE WORLD. OF ISRAEL HE SAYS, EVEN UNTO THIS DAY THE SAME VEIL IS UPON THEIR HEART;" SHOWING THAT THE VEIL WHICH WAS ON THE FACE OF MOSES WAS A FIGURE OF THE VEIL WHICH IS ON THE HEART OF THE NATION STILL; BECAUSE EVEN NOW MOSES IS NOT SEEN BY THEM IN HEART, JUST AS HE WAS NOT THEN SEEN BY THEM IN EYE. BUT WHAT CONCERN HAS PAUL WITH THE VEIL WHICH STILL OBSCURES MOSES FROM THEIR VIEW, IF THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR, WHOM MOSES PREDICTED, IS NOT YET COME? HOW ARE THE HEARTS OF THE JEWS REPRESENTED AS STILL COVERED AND VEILED, IF THE PREDICTIONS OF MOSES RELATING TO CHRIST, IN WHOM IT WAS THEIR DUTY TO BELIEVE THROUGH HIM, ARE AS YET UNFULFILLED? WHAT HAD THE APOSTLE OF A STRANGE CHRIST TO COMPLAIN OF, IF THE JEWS FAILED IN UNDERSTANDING THE MYSTERIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THEIR OWN GOD, UNLESS THE VEIL WHICH WAS UPON THEIR HEARTS HAD REFERENCE TO THAT BLINDNESS WHICH CONCEALED FROM THEIR EYES THE CHRIST OF MOSES? THEN, AGAIN, THE WORDS WHICH FOLLOW, BUT WHEN IT SHALL TURN TO THE LORD, THE EVIL SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY," PROPERLY REFER TO THE JEW, OVER WHOSE GAZE MOSES' VEIL IS SPREAD, TO THE EFFECT THAT, WHEN HE IS TURNED TO THE FAITH OF CHRIST, HE WILL UNDERSTAND HOW MOSES SPOKE OF CHRIST. BUT HOW SHALL THE VEIL OF THE CREATOR BE TAKEN AWAY BY THE CHRIST OF ANOTHER GOD, WHOSE MYSTERIES THE CREATOR COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE VEILED--UNKNOWN MYSTERIES, AS THEY WERE OF AN UNKNOWN GOD? SO, HE SAYS THAT "WE NOW WITH OPEN FACE" (MEANING THE CANDOR OF THE HEART, WHICH IN THE JEWS HAD BEEN COVERED WITH A VEIL), "BEHOLDING CHRIST, ARE CHANGED INTO THE SAME IMAGE, FROM THAT GLORY" (WHEREWITH MOSES WAS TRANSFIGURED AS BY THE GLORY OF THE LORD) "TO ANOTHER GLORY." BY THUS SETTING FORTH THE GLORY WHICH ILLUMINED THE PERSON OF MOSES FROM HIS INTERVIEW WITH GOD, AND THE VEIL WHICH CONCEALED THE SAME FROM THE INFIRMITY OF THE PEOPLE, AND BY SUPERINDUCING THEREUPON THE REVELATION AND THE GLORY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE PERSON OF CHRIST--"EVEN AS," TO USE HIS WORDS, "BY THE SPIRIT. OF THE LORD"--HE TESTIFIES THAT THE WHOLE MOSAIC SYSTEM WAS A FIGURE OF CHRIST, OF WHOM THE JEWS INDEED WERE IGNORANT, BUT WHO IS KNOWN TO US CHRISTIANS. WE ARE QUITE AWARE THAT SOME PASSAGES ARE OPEN TO AMBIGUITY, FROM THE WAY IN WHICH THEY ARE READ, OR ELSE FROM THEIR PUNCTUATION, WHEN THERE IS ROOM FOR THESE TWO CAUSES OF AMBIGUITY. THE LATTER METHOD HAS BEEN ADOPTED BY MARCION, BY READING THE PASSAGE WHICH FOLLOWS, "IN WHOM THE GOD OF THIS WORLD," AS IF IT DESCRIBED THE CREATOR AS THE GOD OF THIS WORLD, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY, BY THESE WORDS, IMPLY THAT THERE IS ANOTHER GOD FOR THE OTHER WORLD. WE, HOWEVER, SAY THAT THE PASSAGE OUGHT TO BE PUNCTUATED WITH A COMMA AFTER GOD, TO THIS EFFECT: "IN WHOM GOD HATH BLINDED THE EYES OF THE UNBELIEVERS OF THIS WORLD." "IN WHOM" MEANS THE JEWISH UNBELIEVERS, FROM SOME OF WHOM THE GOSPEL IS STILL HIDDEN UNDER MOSES' VEIL. NOW IT IS THESE WHOM GOD HAD THREATENED FOR "LOVING HIM INDEED WITH THE LIP, WHILST THEIR HEART WAS FAR FROM HIM," IN THESE ANGRY WORDS: "YE SHALL HEAR WITH YOUR EARS, AND NOT UNDERSTAND; AND SEE WITH YOUR EYES, BUT NOT PERCEIVE;" AND, "IF YE WILL NOT BELIEVE, YE SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND;" AND AGAIN, "I WILL TAKE AWAY THE WISDOM OF THEIR WISE MEN, AND BRING TO NAUGHT THE UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR PRUDENT ONES." BUT THESE WORDS, OF COURSE, HE DID NOT PRONOUNCE AGAINST THEM FOR CONCEALING THE GOSPEL OF THE UNKNOWN GOD. AT ANY RATE, IF THERE IS A GOD OF THIS WORLD, HE BLINDS THE HEART OF THE UNBELIEVERS OF THIS WORLD, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT OF THEIR OWN ACCORD RECOGNIZED HIS CHRIST, WHO OUGHT TO BE UNDERSTOOD FROM HIS SCRIPTURES. CONTENT WITH MY ADVANTAGE, I CAN WILLINGLY REFRAIN FROM NOTICING TO ANY GREATER LENGTH THIS POINT OF AMBIGUOUS PUNCTUATION, SO AS NOT TO GIVE MY ADVERSARY ANY ADVANTAGE, INDEED, I MIGHT HAVE WHOLLY OMITTED THE DISCUSSION. A SIMPLER ANSWER I SHALL FIND READY TO HAND IN INTERPRETING "THE GOD OF THIS WORLD" OF THE DEVIL, WHO ONCE SAID, AS THE PROPHET DESCRIBES HIM: "I WILL BE LIKE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], I WILL EXALT MY THRONE IN THE CLOUDS." THE WHOLE SUPERSTITION, INDEED, OF THIS WORLD HAS GOT INTO HIS HANDS, SO THAT HE BLINDS EFFECTUALLY THE HEARTS OF UNBELIEVERS, AND OF NONE MORE THAN THE APOSTATE MARCION'S. NOW HE DID NOT OBSERVE HOW MUCH THIS CLAUSE OF THE SENTENCE MADE AGAINST HIM: "FOR GOD, WHO COMMANDED THE LIGHT TO SHINE OUT OF DARKNESS, HATH SHINED IN OUR HEARTS, TO (GIVE) THE LIGHT OF THE KNOWLEDGE (OF HIS GLORY) IN THE FACE OF (JESUS) CHRIST." NOW WHO WAS IT THAT SAID; "LET THERE BE LIGHT?" AND WHO WAS IT THAT SAID TO CHRIST CONCERNING GIVING LIGHT TO THE WORLD: "I HAVE SET THEE AS A LIGHT TO THE GENTILES"--TO THEM, THAT IS, "WHO SIT IN DARKNESS AND IN THE SHADOW OF DEATH?" (NONE ELSE, SURELY, THEN HE), TO WHOM THE SPIRIT IN THE PSALM ANSWERS, IN HIS FORESIGHT OF THE FUTURE, SAYING, "THE LIGHT OF THY COUNTENANCE, O LORD, HATH BEEN DISPLAYED UPON US." NOW THE COUNTENANCE (OR PERSON) OF THE LORD HERE IS CHRIST. WHEREFORE THE APOSTLE SAID ABOVE: CHRIST, WHO IS THE IMAGE OF GOD." SINCE CHRIST, THEN, IS THE PERSON OF THE CREATOR, WHO SAID, "LET THERE BE LIGHT," IT FOLLOWS THAT CHRIST AND THE APOSTLES, AND THE GOSPEL, AND THE VEIL, AND MOSES--NAY, THE WHOLE OF THE DISPENSATIONS--BELONG TO THE GOD WHO IS THE CREATOR OF THIS WORLD, ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONY OF THE CLAUSE (ABOVE ADVERTED TO), AND CERTAINLY NOT TO HIM WHO NEVER SAID, "LET THERE BE LIGHT." I HERE PASS OVER DISCUSSION ABOUT ANOTHER EPISTLE, WHICH WE HOLD TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN TO THE EPHESIANS, BUT THE HERETICS TO THE LAODICEANS. IN IT HE TELLS THEM TO REMEMBER, THAT AT THE TIME WHEN THEY WERE GENTILES THEY WERE WITHOUT CHRIST, ALIENS FROM (THE COMMONWEALTH OF) ISRAEL, WITHOUT INTERCOURSE, WITHOUT THE COVENANTS AND ANY HOPE OF PROMISE, NAY, WITHOUT GOD, EVEN IN HIS OWN WORLD, AS THE CREATOR THEREOF. SINCE THEREFORE HE SAID, THAT THE GENTILES WERE WITHOUT GOD, WHILST THEIR GOD WAS THE DEVIL, NOT THE CREATOR, IT IS CLEAR THAT HE MUST BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE THE LORD OF THIS WORLD, WHOM THE GENTILES RECEIVED AS THEIR GOD--NOT THE CREATOR, OF WHOM THEY WERE IN IGNORANCE. BUT HOW DOES IT HAPPEN, THAT "THE TREASURE WHICH WE HAVE IN THESE EARTHEN VESSELS OF OURS" SHOULD NOT BE REGARDED AS BELONGING TO THE GOD WHO OWNS THE VESSELS? NOW SINCE GOD'S GLORY IS, THAT SO GREAT A TREASURE IS CONTAINED IN EARTHEN VESSELS, AND SINCE THESE EARTHEN VESSELS ARE OF THE CREATOR'S MAKE, IT FOLLOWS THAT THE GLORY IS THE CREATOR'S; NAY, SINCE THESE VESSELS OF HIS SMACK SO MUCH OF THE EXCELLENCY OF THE POWER OF GOD, THAT POWER ITSELF MUST BE HIS ALSO! INDEED, ALL THESE THINGS HAVE BEEN CONSIGNED TO THE SAID "EARTHEN VESSELS" FOR THE VERY PURPOSE THAT HIS EXCELLENCE MIGHT BE MANIFESTED FORTH. HENCEFORTH, THEN, THE RIVAL GOD WILL HAVE NO CLAIM TO THE GLORY, AND CONSEQUENTLY NONE TO THE POWER. RATHER, DISHONOR AND WEAKNESS WILL ACCRUE TO HIM, BECAUSE THE EARTHEN VESSELS WITH WHICH HE HAD NOTHING TO DO HAVE RECEIVED ALL THE EXCELLENCY! WELL, THEN, IF IT BE IN THESE VERY EARTHEN VESSELS THAT HE TELLS US WE HAVE TO ENDURE SO GREAT SUFFERINGS, IN WHICH WE BEAR ABOUT WITH US THE VERY DYING OF GOD, (MARCION'S) GOD IS REALLY UNGRATEFUL AND UNJUST, IF HE DOES NOT MEAN TO RESTORE THIS SAME I SUBSTANCE OF OURS AT THE RESURRECTION, WHEREIN SO MUCH HAS BEEN ENDURED IN LOYALTY TO HIM, IN WHICH CHRIST'S VERY DEATH IS BORNE ABOUT, WHEREIN TOO THE EXCELLENCY OF HIS POWER IS TREASURED. FOR HE GIVES PROMINENCE TO THE STATEMENT, "THAT THE LIFE ALSO OF CHRIST MAY BE MANIFESTED IN OUR BODY," AS A CONTRAST TO THE PRECEDING, THAT HIS DEATH IS BORNE ABOUT IN OUR BODY. NOW OF WHAT LIFE OF CHRIST DOES HE HERE SPEAK? OF THAT WHICH WE ARE NOW LIVING? THEN HOW IS IT, THAT IN THE WORDS WHICH FOLLOW HE EXHORTS US NOT TO THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN AND ARE TEMPORAL, BUT TO THOSE WHICH ARE NOT SEEN AND ARE ETERNAL--IN OTHER WORDS, NOT TO THE PRESENT, BUT TO THE FUTURE? BUT IF IT BE OF THE FUTURE LIFE OF CHRIST THAT HE SPEAKS, INTIMATING THAT IT IS TO BE MADE MANIFEST IN OUR BODY, THEN HE HAS CLEARLY PREDICTED THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH. HE SAYS, TOO, THAT "OUR OUTWARD MAN PERISHES," NOT MEANING BY AN ETERNAL PERDITION AFTER DEATH, BUT BY LABORS AND SUFFERINGS, IN REFERENCE TO WHICH HE PREVIOUSLY SAID, "FOR WHICH CAUSE, WE WILL NOT FAINT." NOW, WHEN HE ADDS OF "THE INWARD MAN" ALSO, THAT IT "IS RENEWED DAY BY DAY," HE DEMONSTRATES BOTH ISSUES HERE--THE WASTING AWAY OF THE BODY BY THE WEAR AND TEAR OF ITS TRIALS, AND THE RENEWAL OF THE SOUL BY ITS CONTEMPLATION OF THE PROMISES. 
CHAP. XII.--THE ETERNAL HOME IN HEAVEN. BEAUTIFUL EXPOSITION BY TERTULLIAN OF THE APOSTLE'S CONSOLATORY TEACHING AGAINST THE FEAR OF DEATH, SO APT TO ARISE UNDER ANTI-CHRISTIAN OPPRESSION. THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF CHRIST--THE IDEA, ANTI-MARCIONITE. PARADISE. JUDICIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF CHRIST WHICH ARE INCONSISTENT WITH THE HERETICAL VIEWS ABOUT HIM; THE APOSTLE'S SHARPNESS, OR SEVERITY, SHOWS HIM TO BE A FIT PREACHER OF THE CREATOR'S CHRIST. 
AS TO THE HOUSE OF THIS OUR EARTHLY DWELLING-PLACE, WHEN HE SAYS THAT "WE HAVE AN ETERNAL HOME IN HEAVEN, NOT MADE WITH HANDS," HE BY NO MEANS WOULD IMPLY THAT, BECAUSE IT WAS BUILT BY THE CREATOR'S HAND, IT MUST PERISH IN A PERPETUAL DISSOLUTION AFTER DEATH. HE TREATS OF THIS SUBJECT IN ORDER TO OFFER CONSOLATION AGAINST THE FEAR OF DEATH AND THE DREAD OF THIS VERY DISSOLUTION, AS IS EVEN MORE MANIFEST FROM WHAT FOLLOWS, WHEN HE ADDS, THAT "IN THIS TABERNACLE OF OUR EARTHLY BODY WE DO GROAN, EARNESTLY DESIRING TO BE CLOTHED UPON WITH THE VESTURE WHICH IS FROM HEAVEN, IF SO BE, THAT HAVING BEEN UNCLOTHED, WE SHALL NOT BE FOUND NAKED;" IN OTHER WORDS, SHALL REGAIN THAT OF WHICH WE HAVE BEEN DIVESTED, EVEN OUR BODY. AND AGAIN, HE SAYS: "WE THAT ARE IN THIS TABERNACLE DO GROAN, NOT AS IF WE WERE OPPRESSED WITH AN UNWILLINGNESS TO BE UNCLOTHED, BUT (WE WISH) TO BE CLOTHED UPON." HE HERE SAYS EXPRESSLY, WHAT HE TOUCHED BUT LIGHTLY IN HIS FIRST EPISTLE, WHERE HE WROTE:) "THE DEAD SHALL BE RAISED INCORRUPTIBLE (MEANING THOSE WHO HAD UNDERGONE MORTALITY), "AND WE SHALL BE CHANGED" (WHOM GOD SHALL FIND TO BE YET IN THE FLESH). BOTH THOSE SHALL BE RAISED INCORRUPTIBLE, BECAUSE THEY SHALL REGAIN THEIR BODY--AND THAT A RENEWED ONE, FROM WHICH SHALL COME THEIR INCORRUPTIBILITY; AND THESE ALSO SHALL, IN THE CRISIS OF THE LAST MOMENT, AND FROM THEIR INSTANTANEOUS DEATH, WHILST ENCOUNTERING THE OPPRESSIONS OF ANTICHRIST, UNDERGO A CHANGE, OBTAINING THEREIN NOT SO MUCH A DIVESTITURE OF BODY AS "A CLOTHING UPON" WITH THE VESTURE WHICH IS FROM HEAVEN. SO THAT WHILST THESE SHALL PUT ON OVER THEIR (CHANGED) BODY THIS, HEAVENLY RAIMENT, THE DEAD ALSO SHALL FOR THEIR PART RECOVER THEIR BODY, OVER WHICH THEY TOO HAVE A SUPER VESTURE TO PUT ON, EVEN THE INCORRUPTION OF HEAVEN; BECAUSE OF THESE IT WAS THAT HE SAID: "THIS CORRUPTIBLE MUST PUT ON INCORRUPTION, AND THIS MORTAL MUST PUT ON IMMORTALITY." THE ONE PUT ON THIS (HEAVENLY) APPAREL, WHEN THEY RECOVER THEIR BODIES; THE OTHERS PUT IT ON AS A SUPER VESTURE, WHEN THEY INDEED HARDLY LOSE THEM (IN THE SUDDENNESS OF THEIR CHANGE). IT WAS ACCORDINGLY NOT WITHOUT GOOD REASON THAT HE DESCRIBED THEM AS "NOT WISHING INDEED TO BE UNCLOTHED," BUT (RATHER AS WANTING) "TO BE CLOTHED UPON;" IN OTHER WORDS, AS WISHING NOT TO UNDERGO DEATH, BUT TO BE SURPRISED INTO LIFE, "THAT THIS MORAL (BODY) MIGHT BE SWALLOWED UP OF LIFE," BY BEING RESCUED FROM DEATH IN THE SUPER VESTURE OF ITS CHANGED STATE. THIS IS WHY HE SHOWS US HOW MUCH BETTER IT IS FOR US NOT TO BE SORRY, IF WE SHOULD BE SURPRISED BY DEATH, AND TELLS US THAT WE EVEN HOLD OF GOD "THE EARNEST OF HIS SPIRIT" (PLEDGED AS IT WERE THEREBY TO HAVE "THE CLOTHING UPON," WHICH IS THE OBJECT OF OUR HOPE), AND THAT "SO LONG AS WE ARE IN THE FLESH, WE ARE ABSENT FROM THE LORD;" MOREOVER, THAT WE OUGHT ON THIS ACCOUNT TO PREFER "RATHER TO BE ABSENT FROM THE BODY AND TO BE PRESENT WITH THE LORD," AND SO TO BE READY TO MEET EVEN DEATH WITH JOY. IN THIS VIEW IT IS THAT HE INFORMS US HOW "WE MUST ALL APPEAR BEFORE THE JUDGEMENT-SEAT OF CHRIST, THAT EVERY ONE MAY RECEIVE THE THINGS DONE IN HIS BODY, ACCORDING AS HE HATH DONE EITHER GOOD OR BAD." SINCE, HOWEVER, THERE IS THEN TO BE A RETRIBUTION ACCORDING TO MEN'S MERITS, HOW WILL ANY BE ABLE TO RECKON WITH GOD? BUT BY MENTIONING BOTH THE JUDGMENT-SEAT AND THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN WORKS GOOD AND BAD, HE SETS BEFORE US A JUDGE WHO IS TO AWARD BOTH SENTENCES, AND HAS THEREBY AFFIRMED THAT ALL WILL HAVE TO BE PRESENT AT THE TRIBUNAL IN THEIR BODIES. FOR IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE TO PASS SENTENCE EXCEPT ON THE BODY, FOR WHAT HAS BEEN DONE IN THE BODY. GOD WOULD BE UNJUST, IF ANYONE, WERE NOT PUNISHED OR ELSE REWARDED IN THAT VERY CONDITION, WHEREIN THE MERIT WAS ITSELF ACHIEVED. "IF THEREFORE ANY MAN BE IN CHRIST, HE IS A NEW CREATURE; OLD; THINGS ARE PASSED AWAY; BEHOLD, ALL THINGS ARE BECOME NEW;" AND SO IS ACCOMPLISHED THE PROPHECY OF ISAIAH. WHEN ALSO HE (IN A LATER PASSAGE) ENJOINS US "TO CLEANSE OURSELVES FROM ALL FILTHINESS OF FLESH AND BLOOD" (SINCE THIS SUBSTANCE ENTERS NOT THE KINGDOM OF GODS); WHEN, AGAIN, HE "ESPOUSES THE CHURCH AS A CHASTE VIRGIN TO CHRIST," A SPOUSE TO A SPOUSE IN VERY DEED, AN IMAGE CANNOT BE COMBINED AND COMPARED WITH WHAT IS OPPOSED TO THE REAL NATURE THE THING (WITH WHICH IT IS COMPARED). WHEN HE DESIGNATES "FALSE APOSTLES, DECEITFUL WORKERS TRANSFORMING THEMSELVES" INTO LIKENESSES OF HIMSELF, OF COURSE BY THEIR HYPOCRISY, HE CHARGES THEM WITH THE GUILT OF DISORDERLY CONVERSATION, RATHER THAN OF FALSE DOCTRINE. THE CONTRARIETY, THEREFORE, WAS ONE OF CONDUCT, NOT OF GODS. IF "SATAN HIMSELF, TOO, IS TRANSFORMED INTO AN ANGEL OF LIGHT," SUCH AN ASSERTION MUST NOT BE USED TO THE PREJUDICE OF THE CREATOR. THE CREATOR IS NOT AN ANGEL, BUT GOD. INTO A GOD OF LIGHT, AND NOT AN ANGEL OF LIGHT, MUST SATAN THEN HAVE BEEN SAID TO BE TRANSFORMED, IF HE DID NOT MEAN TO CALL HIM "THE ANGEL," WHICH BOTH WE AND MARCION KNOW HIM TO BE. PARADISE IS THE TITLE OF A TREATISE OF OURS, IN WHICH IS DISCUSSED ALL THAT THE SUBJECT ADMITS OF. I SHALL HERE SIMPLY WONDER, IN CONNECTION WITH THIS MATTER, WHETHER A GOD WHO HAS NO DISPENSATION OF ANY KIND ON EARTH COULD POSSIBLY HAVE A PARADISE TO CALL HIS OWN--WITHOUT PERCHANCE AVAILING HIMSELF OF THE PARADISE OF THE CREATOR, TO USE IT AS HE DOES HIS WORLD--MUCH IN THE CHARACTER OF A MENDICANT. AND YET OF THE REMOVAL OF A MAN FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN WE HAVE AN INSTANCE AFFORDED US BY THE CREATOR IN ELIJAH. BUT WHAT WILL EXCITE MY SURPRISE STILL MORE IS THE CASE (NEXT SUPPOSED BY MARCION), THAT A GOD SO GOOD AND GRACIOUS, AND SO AVERSE TO BLOWS AND CRUELTY, SHOULD HAVE SUBORNED THE ANGEL SATAN--NOT HIS OWN EITHER, BUT THE CREATOR'S--"TO BUFFET" THE APOSTLE, AND THEN TO HAVE REFUSED HIS REQUEST, WHEN THRICE ENTREATED TO LIBERATE HIM! IT WOULD SEEM, THEREFORE, THAT MARCION'S GOD IMITATES THE CREATOR'S CONDUCT, WHO IS AN ENEMY TO THE PROUD, EVEN "PUTTING DOWN THE MIGHTY FROM THEIR SEATS." IS HE THEN THE SAME GOD AS HE WHO GAVE SATAN POWER OVER THE PERSON OF JOB THAT HIS "STRENGTH MIGHT BE MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS?" HOW IS IT THAT THE CENSURER OF THE GALATIANS STILL RETAINS THE VERY FORMULA OF THE LAW: "IN THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES SHALL EVERY WORD BE ESTABLISHED?" HOW AGAIN IS IT THAT HE THREATENS SINNERS "THAT HE WILL NOT SPARE" THEM--HE, THE PREACHER OF A MOST GENTLE GOD? YEA, HE EVEN DECLARES THAT "THE LORD HATH GIVEN TO HIM THE POWER OF USING SHARPNESS IN THEIR PRESENCE!'' DENY NOW, O HERETIC, (AT YOUR COST,) THAT YOUR GOD IS AN OBJECT TO BE FEARED, WHEN HIS APOSTLE WAS FOR MAKING HIMSELF SO FORMIDABLE! 
CHAP. XIII.--THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. ST. PAUL CANNOT HELP USING PHRASES WHICH BESPEAK THE JUSTICE OF GOD, EVEN WHEN HE IS EULOGIZING THE MERCIES OF THE GOSPEL. MARCION PARTICULARLY HARD IN MUTILATION OF THIS EPISTLE.YET OUR AUTHOR ARGUES ON COMMON GROUND. THE JUDGMENT AT LAST WILL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GOSPEL. THE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH EXHORTED TO HAVE PEACE WITH GOD. THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE OLD AND THE NEW DISPENSATIONS IN ONE AND THE SAME HAND. 
SINCE MY LITTLE WORK IS APPROACHING ITS TERMINATION, I MUST TREAT BUT BRIEFLY THE POINTS WHICH STILL OCCUR, WHILST THOSE WHICH HAVE SO OFTEN TURNED UP MUST BE PUT ASIDE. I REGRET STILL TO HAVE TO CONTEND ABOUT THE LAW--AFTER I HAVE SO OFTEN PROVED THAT ITS REPLACEMENT (BY THE GOSPEL) AFFORDS NO ARGUMENT FOR ANOTHER GOD, PREDICTED AS IT WAS INDEED IN CHRIST, AND IN THE CREATOR'S OWN PLANS ORDAINED FOR HIS CHRIST. (BUT I MUST REVERT TO THAT DISCUSSION) SO FAR AS (THE APOSTLE LEADS ME, FOR) THIS VERY EPISTLE LOOKS VERY MUCH AS IF IT ABROGATED THE LAW. WE HAVE, HOWEVER, OFTEN SHOWN BEFORE NOW THAT GOD IS DECLARED BY THE APOSTLE TO BE A JUDGE; AND THAT IN THE JUDGE IS IMPLIED AN AVENGER; AREA IN THE AVENGER, THE CREATOR. AND SO IN THE PASSAGE WHERE HE SAYS: "I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL (OF CHRIST): FOR IT IS THE POWER OF GOD UNTO SALVATION TO EVERY ONE THAT BEHEVETH; TO THE JEW FIRST, AND ALSO TO THE GREEK; FOR THEREIN IS THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD REVEALED FROM FAITH TO FAITH,'' HE UNDOUBTEDLY ASCRIBES BOTH THE GOSPEL AND SALVATION TO HIM WHOM (IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR HERETIC'S OWN DISTINCTION) I HAVE CALLED THE JUST GOD, NOT THE GOOD ONE. IT IS HE WHO REMOVES (MEN) FROM CONFIDENCE IN THE LAW TO FAITH IN THE GOSPEL--THAT IS TO SAY, HIS OWN LAW AND HIS OWN GOSPEL. WHEN, AGAIN, HE DECLARES THAT "THE WRATH (OF GOD) IS REVEALED FROM HEAVEN AGAINST ALL UN-GODLINESS AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF MEN, WHO HOLD THE TRUTH IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS," (I ASK) THE WRATH OF WHAT GOD? OF THE CREATOR CERTAINLY. THE TRUTH, THEREFORE, WILL BE HIS, WHOSE IS ALSO THE WRATH, WHICH HAS TO BE REVEALED TO AVENGE THE TRUTH. LIKEWISE, WHEN ADDING, "WE ARE SURE THAT THE JUDGMENT OF GOD IS ACCORDING TO TRUTH," HE BOTH VINDICATED THAT WRATH FROM WHICH COMES THIS JUDGMENT FOR THE TRUTH, AND AT THE SAME TIME AFFORDED ANOTHER PROOF THAT THE TRUTH EMANATES FROM THE SAME GOD WHOSE WRATH HE ATTESTED, BY WITNESSING TO HIS JUDGMENT. MARCION'S AVERMENT IS QUITE A DIFFERENT MATTER, THAT THE CREATOR IN ANGER AVENGES HIMSELF ON THE TRUTH OF THE RIVAL GOD WHICH HAD BEEN DETAINED IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. BUT WHAT SERIOUS GAPS MARCION HAS MADE IN THIS EPISTLE ESPECIALLY, BY WITHDRAWING WHOLE PASSAGES AT HIS WILL, WILL BE CLEAR FROM THE UNMEDULLATED TEXT OF OUR OWN COPY. IT IS ENOUGH FOR MY PURPOSE TO ACCEPT IN EVIDENCE OF ITS TRUTH WHAT HE HAS SEEN FIT TO LEAVE UNERASED, STRANGE INSTANCES AS THEY ARE ALSO OF HIS NEGLIGENCE AND BLINDNESS. IF, THEN, GOD WILL JUDGE THE SECRETS OF MEN--BOTH OF THOSE WHO HAVE SINNED IN THE LAW, AND OF THOSE WHO HAVE SINNED WITHOUT LAW (INASMUCH AS THEY WHO KNOW NOT THE LAW YET DO BY NATURE THE THINGS CONTAINED IN THE LAW)--SURELY THE GOD WHO SHALL JUDGE IS HE TO WHOM BELONG BOTH THE LAW, AND THAT NATURE WHICH IS THE RULE TO THEM WHO KNOW NOT THE LAW. BUT HOW WILL HE CONDUCT THIS JUDGMENT? "ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL," SAYS (THE APOSTLE), "BY (JESUS) CHRIST." SO THAT BOTH THE GOSPEL AND CHRIST MUST BE HIS, TO WHOM APPERTAIN THE LAW AND THE NATURE WHICH ARE TO BE VINDICATED BY THE GOSPEL AND CHRIST--EVEN AT THAT JUDGMENT OF GOD WHICH, AS HE PREVIOUSLY SAID, WAS TO BE ACCORDING TO TRUTH. THE WRATH, THEREFORE, WHICH IS TO VINDICATE TRUTH, CAN ONLY BE REVEALED FROM HEAVEN BY THE GOD OF WRATH; SO THAT THIS SENTENCE, WHICH IS QUITE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THAT PREVIOUS ONE WHEREIN THE JUDGMENT IS DECLARED TO BE THE CREATOR'S, CANNOT POSSIBLY BE ASCRIBED TO ANOTHER GOD WHO IS NOT A JUDGE, AND IS INCAPABLE OF WRATH. IT IS ONLY CONSISTENT IN HIM AMONGST WHOSE ATTRIBUTES ARE FOUND THE JUDGMENT AND THE WRATH OF WHICH I AM SPEAKING, AND TO WHOM OF NECESSITY MUST ALSO APPERTAIN THE MEDIA WHEREBY THESE ATTRIBUTES ARE TO BE CARRIED INTO EFFECT. EVEN THE GOSPEL AND CHRIST. HENCE HIS INVECTIVE AGAINST THE TRANSGRESSORS OF THE LAW, WHO TEACH THAT MEN SHOULD NOT STEAL, AND YET PRACTICE THEFT THEMSELVES. (THIS INVECTIVE HE UTTERS) IN PERFECT HOMAGE TO THE LAW OF GOD, NOT AS IF HE MEANT TO TEN SURE THE CREATOR HIMSELF WITH HAVING COMMANDED A FRAUD TO BE PRACTICED AGAINST THE EGYPTIANS TO GET THEIR GOLD AND SILVER AT THE VERY TIME WHEN HE WAS FORBIDDING MEN TO STEAL, ADOPTING SUCH METHODS AS THEY ARE APT (SHAMELESSLY) TO CHARGE UPON HIM IN OTHER PARTICULARS ALSO. ARE WE THEN TO SUPPOSE THAT THE APOSTLE ABSTAINED THROUGH FEAR FROM OPENLY CALUMNIATING GOD, FROM WHOM NOTWITHSTANDING HE DID NOT HESITATE TO WITHDRAW MEN? WELL, BUT HE HAD GONE SO FAR IN HIS CENSURE OF THE JEWS, AS TO POINT AGAINST THEM THE DENUNCIATION OF THE PROPHET, "THROUGH YOU THE NAME OF GOD IS BLASPHEMED (AMONG THE GENTILES).'' BUT HOW ABSURD, THAT HE SHOULD HIMSELF BLASPHEME HIM FOR BLASPHEMING WHOM HE UPBRAIDS THEM AS EVIL-DOERS! HE PREFERS EVEN CIRCUMCISION OF HEART TO NEGLECT OF IT IN THE FLESH. NOW IT IS QUITE WITHIN THE PURPOSE OF THE GOD OF THE LAW THAT CIRCUMCISION SHOULD BE THAT OF THE HEART, NOT IN THE FLESH; IN THE SPIRIT, AND NOT IN THE LETTER. SINCE THIS IS THE CIRCUMCISION RECOMMENDED BY JEREMIAH: "CIRCUMCISE (YOURSELVES TO THE LORD, AND TAKE AWAY) THE FORESKINS OF YOUR HEART;" AND EVEN OF MOSES: "CIRCUMCISE, THEREFORE, THE HARDNESS OF YOUR HEART,"-THE SPIRIT WHICH CIRCUMCISES THE HEART WILL PROCEED FROM HIM WHO PRESENTED THE LETTER ALSO WHICH CLIPS THE DESH; AND "THE JEW WHICH IS ONE INWARDLY" WILL BE A SUBJECT OF THE SELF-SAME GOD AS HE ALSO IS WHO IS "A JEW OUTWARDLY;" BECAUSE THE APOSTLE WOULD HAVE PREFERRED NOT TO HAVE MENTIONED A JEW AT ALL, UNLESS HE WERE A SERVANT OF THE GOD OF THE JEWS. IT WAS ONCE THE LAW; NOW IT IS "THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD WHICH IS BY THE FAITH OF (JESUS) CHRIST." WHAT MEANS THIS DISTINCTION? HAS YOUR GOD BEEN SUB-SERVING THE INTERESTS OF THE CREATOR'S DISPENSATION, BY AFFORDING TIME TO HIM AND TO HIS LAW? IS THE "NOW" IN THE HANDS OF HIM TO WHOM BELONGED THE "THAT"? SURELY, THEN, THE LAW WAS HIS, WHOSE IS NOW THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD. IT IS A DISTINCTION OF DISPENSATIONS, NOT OF GODS. HE ENJOINS THOSE WHO ARE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH IN CHRIST AND NOT BY THE LAW TO HAVE PEACE WITH GOD. WITH WHAT GOD? HIM WHOSE ENEMIES WE HAVE NEVER, IN ANY DISPENSATION, BEEN? OR HIM AGAINST WHOM WE HAVE REBELLED, BOTH IN RELATION TO HIS WRITTEN LAW AND HIS LAW OF NATURE? NOW, AS PEACE IS ONLY POSSIBLE TOWARDS HIM WITH WHOM THERE ONCE WAS WAR, WE SHALL BE BOTH JUSTIFIED BY HIM, AND TO HIM ALSO WILL BELONG THE CHRIST, IN WHOM WE ARE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH, AND THROUGH WHOM ALONE GOD'S ENEMIES CAN EVER BE REDUCED TO PEACE. "MOREOVER," SAYS HE, "THE LAW ENTERED, THAT THE OFFENCE MIGHT ABOUND." AND WHEREFORE THIS? "IN ORDER," HE SAYS, "THAT (WHERE SIN ABOUNDED), GRACE MIGHT MUCH MORE ABOUND." WHOSE GRACE, IF NOT OF THAT GOD FROM WHOM ALSO CAME THE LAW? UNLESS IT BE, FORSOOTH, THAT THE CREATOR INTERCALATED HIS LAW FOR THE MERE PURPOSE OF PRODUCING SOME EMPLOYMENT FOR THE GRACE OF A RIVAL GOD, AN ENEMY TO HIMSELF (I HAD ALMOST SAID, A GOD UNKNOWN TO HIM), "THAT AS SIN HAD" IN HIS OWN DISPENSATION "REIGNED UNTO DEATH, EVEN SO MIGHT GRACE REIGN THROUGH RIGHTEOUSNESS UNTO (ETERNAL) LIFE BY JESUS CHRIST," HIS OWN ANTAGONIST! FOR THIS (I SUPPOSE IT WAS, THAT) THE LAW OF THE CREATOR HAD "CONCLUDED ALL UNDER SIN," AND HAD BROUGHT IN "ALL THE WORLD AS GUILTY (BEFORE GOD)," AND HAD "STOPPED EVERY MOUTH, SO THAT NONE COULD GLORY THROUGH IT, IN ORDER THAT GRACE MIGHT BE MAINTAINED TO THE GLORY OF THE CHRIST, NOT OF THE CREATOR, BUT OF MARCION! I MAY HERE ANTICIPATE A REMARK ABOUT THE SUBSTANCE OF CHRIST, IN THE PROSPECT OF A QUESTION WHICH WILL NOW TURN UP. FOR HE SAYS THAT "WE ARE DEAD TO THE LAW." IT MAY BE CONTENDED THAT CHRIST'S BODY IS INDEED A BODY, BUT NOT EXACTLY FLESH. NOW, WHATEVER MAY BE THE SUBSTANCE, SINCE HE MENTIONS "THE BODY OF CHRIST," WHOM HE IMMEDIATELY AFTER STATES TO HAVE BEEN "RAISED FROM THE DEAD," NONE OTHER BODY CAN BE UNDERSTOOD THAN THAT OF THE FLESH, IN RESPECT OF WHICH THE LAW WAS CALLED (THE LAW) OF DEATH. BUT, BEHOLD, HE BEARS TESTIMONY TO THE LAW, AND EXCUSES IT ON THE GROUND OF SIN: "WHAT SHALL WE SAY, THEREFORE? IS THE LAW SIN? GOD, FORBID." FIE ON YOU, MARCION. "GOD, FORBID!" (SEE HOW) THE APOSTLE RECOILS FROM ALL IMPEACHMENT OF THE LAW. I, HOWEVER, HAVE NO ACQUAINTANCE WITH SIN EXCEPT THROUGH THE LAW. BUT HOW HIGH AN ENCOMIUM OF THE LAW (DO WE OBTAIN) FROM THIS FACT, THAT BY IT THERE COMES TO LIGHT THE LATENT PRESENCE OF SIN! IT WAS NOT THE LAW, THEREFORE, WHICH LED ME ASTRAY, BUT "SIN, TAKING OCCASION BY THE COMMANDMENT." WHY THEN DO YOU, (O MARCION,) IMPUTE TO THE GOD OF THE LAW WHAT HIS APOSTLE DARES NOT IMPUTE EVEN TO THE LAW ITSELF? NAY, HE ADDS A CLIMAX: "THE LAW IS HOLY, AND ITS COMMANDMENT JUST AND GOOD." NOW IF HE THUS REVERENCES THE CREATOR'S LAW, I AM AT A LOSS TO KNOW HOW HE CAN DESTROY THE CREATOR HIMSELF. WHO CAN DRAW A DISTINCTION, AND SAY THAT THERE ARE TWO GODS, ONE JUST AND THE OTHER WHEN HE OUGHT TO BE BELIEVED TO BE BOTH ONE AND THE OTHER, WHOSE COMMANDMENT IS BOTH "JUST AND GOOD?" THEN, AGAIN, WHEN AFFIRMING THE LAW TO BE "SPIRITUAL" HE THEREBY IMPLIES THAT IT IS PROPHETIC, AND THAT IT IS FIGURATIVE. NOW FROM EVEN THIS CIRCUMSTANCE I AM BOUND TO CONCLUDE THAT CHRIST WAS PREDICTED BY THE LAW BUT FIGURATIVELY, SO THAT INDEED HE COULD NOT BE RECOGNIZED BY ALL THE JEWS. 
CHAP. XIV.--THE DIVINE POWER SHOWN IN CHRIST'S INCARNATION. MEANING OF ST. PAUL'S PHRASE. LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH. NO DOCETISM IN IT. RESURRECTION OF OUR REAL BODIES. A WIDE CHASM MADE IN THE EPISTLE BY MARCION'S ERASURE. WHEN THE JEWS ARE UPBRAIDED BY THE APOSTLE FOR THEIR MISCONDUCT TO GOD; INASMUCH AS THAT GOD WAS THE CREATOR, A PROOF IS IN FACT GIVEN THAT ST. PAUL'S GOD WAS THE CREATOR. THE PRECEPTS AT THE END OF THE EPISTLE, WHICH MARCION ALLOWED, SHOWN TO BE IN EXACT ACCORDANCE WITH THE CREATOR'S SCRIPTURES. 
IF THE FATHER "SENT HIS SON IN THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH," IT MUST NOT THEREFORE BE SAID THAT THE FLESH WHICH HE SEEMED TO HAVE WAS BUT A PHANTOM. FOR HE IN A PREVIOUS VERSE ASCRIBED SIN TO THE FLESH, AND MADE IT OUT TO BE "THE LAW OF SIN DWELLING IN HIS MEMBERS," AND "WARRING AGAINST THE LAW OF THE MIND." ON THIS ACCOUNT, THEREFORE, (DOES HE MEAN TO SAY THAT) THE SON WAS SENT IN THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH, THAT HE MIGHT REDEEM THIS SINFUL FLESH BY A LIKE SUBSTANCE, EVEN A FLESHLY ONE, WHICH BARE A RESEMBLANCE TO SINFUL FLESH, ALTHOUGH IT WAS ITSELF FREE FROM SIN. NOW THIS WILL BE THE VERY PERFECTION OF DIVINE POWER TO AFFECT THE SALVATION (OF MAN) IN A NATURE LIKE HIS OWN, FOR IT WOULD BE NO GREAT MATTER IF THE SPIRIT OF GOD REMEDIED THE FLESH; BUT WHEN A FLESH, WHICH IS THE VERY COPY OF THE SINNING SUBSTANCE ITSELF FLESH ALSO-ONLY WITHOUT SIN, (EFFECTS THE REMEDY, THEN DOUBTLESS IT IS A GREAT THING). THE LIKENESS, THEREFORE, WILL HAVE REFERENCE TO THE QUALITY OF THE SINFULNESS, AND NOT TO ANY FALSITY OF THE SUBSTANCE. BECAUSE HE WOULD NOT HAVE ADDED THE ATTRIBUTE "SINFUL," IF HE MEANT THE "LIKENESS" TO BE SO PREDICATED OF THE SUBSTANCE AS TO DENY THE VERITY THEREOF; IN THAT CASE HE WOULD ONLY HAVE USED THE WORD "FLESH," AND OMITTED THE "SINFUL." BUT INASMUCH AS HE HAS PUT THE TWO TOGETHER, AND SAID "SINFUL FLESH," (OR "FLESH OF SIN,") HE HAS BOTH AFFIRMED THE SUBSTANCE, THAT IS, THE FLESH AND REFERRED THE LIKENESS TO THE FAULT OF THE SUBSTANCE, THAT IS, TO ITS SIN. BUT EVEN SUPPOSE THAT THE LIKENESS WAS PREDICATED OF THE SUBSTANCE, THE TRUTH OF THE SAID SUBSTANCE WILL NOT BE THEREBY DENIED. WHY THEN CALL THE TRUE SUBSTANCE LIKE? BECAUSE IT IS INDEED TRUE, ONLY NOT OF A SEED OF LIKE CONDITION WITH OUR OWN; BUT TRUE STILL, AS BEING OF A NATURE 15 NOT REALLY UNLIKE OURS. AND AGAIN, IN CONTRARY THINGS THERE IS NO LIKENESS. THUS, THE LIKENESS OF FLESH WOULD NOT BE CALLED SPIRIT, BECAUSE FLESH IS NOT SUSCEPTIBLE OF ANY LIKENESS TO SPIRIT; BUT IT WOULD BE CALLED PHANTOM, IF IT SEEMED TO BE THAT WHICH IT REALLY WAS NOT. IT IS, HOWEVER, CALLED LIKENESS, SINCE IT IS WHAT IT SEEMS TO BE. NOW IT IS (WHAT IT SEEMS TO BE), BECAUSE IT IS ON A PAR WITH THE OTHER THING (WITH WHICH IT IS COMPARED). BUT A PHANTOM, WHICH IS MERELY SUCH AND NOTHING ELSE, IS NOT A LIKENESS. THE APOSTLE, HOWEVER, HIMSELF HERE COMES TO OUR AID; FOR, WHILE EXPLAINING IN WHAT SENSE HE WOULD NOT HAVE US "LIVE IN THE FLESH," ALTHOUGH IN THE FLESH--EVEN BY NOT LIVING IN THE WORKS OF THE FLESH--HE SHOWS THAT WHEN HE WROTE THE WORDS, "FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD," IT WAS NOT WITH THE VIEW OF CONDEMNING THE SUBSTANCE (OF THE FLESH), BUT THE WORKS THEREOF; AND BECAUSE IT IS POSSIBLE FOR THESE NOT TO BE COMMITTED BY US WHILST WE ARE STILL IN THE FLESH, THEY WILL THEREFORE BE PROPERLY CHARGEABLE, NOT ON THE SUBSTANCE OF THE FLESH, BUT ON ITS CONDUCT. LIKEWISE, IF "THE BODY INDEED IS DEAD BECAUSE OF SIN" (FROM WHICH STATEMENT WE SEE THAT NOT THE DEATH OF THE SOUL IS MEANT, BUT THAT OF THE BODY), "BUT THE SPIRIT IS LIFE BECAUSE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS," IT FOLLOWS THAT THIS LIFE ACCRUES TO THAT WHICH INCURRED DEATH BECAUSE OF SIN, THAT IS, AS WE HAVE JUST SEEN, THE BODY. NOW THE BODY IS ONLY RESTORED TO HIM WHO HAD LOST IT; SO THAT THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD IMPLIES THE RESURRECTION OF THEIR BODIES. HE ACCORDINGLY SUBJOINS: "HE THAT RAISED UP CHRIST FROM THE DEAD, SHALL ALSO QUICKEN YOUR MORTAL BODIES." IN THESE WORDS, HE BOTH AFFIRMED THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH (WITHOUT WHICH NOTHING CAN RIGHTLY BE CALLED BODY, NOR CAN ANYTHING BE PROPERLY REGARDED AS MORTAL), AND PROVED THE BODILY SUBSTANCE OF CHRIST; INASMUCH AS OUR OWN MORTAL BODIES WILL BE QUICKENED IN PRECISELY THE SAME WAY AS HE WAS RAISED; AND THAT WAS IN NO OTHER WAY THAN IN THE BODY. I HAVE HERE A VERY WIDE GULF OF EXPUNGED SCRIPTURE TO LEAP ACROSS; HOWEVER, I ALIGHT ON THE PLACE WHERE THE APOSTLE BEARS RECORD OF ISRAEL "THAT THEY HAVE A ZEAL OF GOD"-THEIR OWN GOD, OF COURSE--"BUT NOT ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE. FOR," SAYS HE, "BEING IGNORANT OF (THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF) GOD, AND GOING ABOUT TO ESTABLISH THEIR OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS, THEY HAVE NOT SUBMITTED THEMSELVES UNTO THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD; FOR CHRIST IS THE END OF THE LAW FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS TO EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH." HEREUPON WE SHALL BE CONFRONTED WITH AN ARGUMENT OF THE HERETIC, THAT THE JEWS WERE IGNORANT OF THE SUPERIOR GOD, SINCE, IN OPPOSITION TO HIM, THEY SET UP THEIR OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS--THAT IS, THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THEIR LAW--NOT RECEIVING CHRIST, THE END (OR FINISHER) OF THE LAW. BUT HOW THEN IS IT THAT HE BEARS TESTIMONY TO THEIR ZEAL FOR THEIR OWN GOD, IF IT IS NOT IN RESPECT OF THE SAME GOD THAT HE UPBRAIDS THEM FOR THEIR IGNORANCE? THEY WERE AFFECTED INDEED WITH ZEAL FOR GOD, BUT IT WAS NOT AN INTELLIGENT ZEAL: THEY WERE, IN FACT, IGNORANT OF HIM, BECAUSE THEY WERE IGNORANT OF HIS DISPENSATIONS BY CHRIST, WHO WAS TO BRING ABOUT THE CONSUMMATION OF THE LAW; AND IN THIS WAY DID THEY MAINTAIN THEIR OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS IN OPPOSITION TO HIM. BUT SO, DOES THE CREATOR HIMSELF TESTIFY TO THEIR IGNORANCE CONCERNING HIM: "ISRAEL HATH NOT KNOWN ME; MY PEOPLE HAVE NOT UNDERSTOOD ME;" AND AS TO THEIR PREFERRING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THEIR OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS, (THE CREATOR AGAIN DESCRIBES THEM AS) "TEACHING FOR DOCTRINES THE COMMANDMENTS OF MEN;" MOREOVER, AS "HAVING GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST HIS CHRIST"--FROM IGNORANCE OF HIM, OF COURSE. NOW NOTHING CAN BE EXPOUNDED OF ANOTHER GOD WHICH IS APPLICABLE TO THE CREATOR; OTHERWISE THE APOSTLE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN JUST IN REPROACHING THE JEWS WITH IGNORANCE IN RESPECT OF A GOD OF WHOM THEY KNEW NOTHING. FOR WHERE HAD BEEN THEIR SIN, IF THEY ONLY MAINTAINED THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THEIR OWN GOD AGAINST ONE OF WHOM THEY WERE IGNORANT? BUT HE EXCLAIMS: "O THE DEPTH OF THE RICHES AND THE WISDOM OF GOD; HOW UNSEARCHABLE ALSO ARE HIS WAYS!" WHENCE THIS OUTBURST OF FEELING? SURELY FROM THE RECOLLECTION OF THE SCRIPTURES, WHICH HE HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY TURNING OVER, AS WELL AS FROM HIS CONTEMPLATION OF THE MYSTERIES WHICH HE HAD BEEN SETTING FORTH ABOVE, IN RELATION TO THE FAITH OF CHRIST COMING FROM THE LAW. IF MARCION HAD AN OBJECT IN HIS ERASURES, WHY DOES HIS APOSTLE UTTER SUCH AN EXCLAMATION, BECAUSE HIS GOD HAS NO RICHES FOR HIM TO CONTEMPLATE? SO POOR AND INDIGENT WAS HE, THAT HE CREATED NOTHING, PREDICTED NOTHING--IN SHORT, POSSESSED NOTHING; FOR IT WAS INTO THE WORLD OF ANOTHER GOD THAT HE DESCENDED. THE TRUTH IS, THE CREATOR'S RESOURCES AND RICHES, WHICH ONCE HAD BEEN HIDDEN, WERE NOW DISCLOSED. FOR SO HAD HE PROMISED: "I WILL GIVE TO THEM TREASURES WHICH HAVE BEEN HIDDEN, AND WHICH MEN HAVE NOT SEEN WILL I OPEN TO THEM." HENCE, THEN, CAME THE EXCLAMATION, "O THE DEPTH OF THE RICHES AND THE WISDOM OF GOD!" FOR HIS TREASURES WERE NOW OPENING OUT. THIS IS THE PURPORT OF WHAT ISAIAH SAID, AND OF (THE APOSTLE'S OWN) SUBSEQUENT QUOTATION OF THE SELF-SAME PASSAGE, OF THE PROPHET: "WHO HATH KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD? OR WHO HATH BEEN HIS COUNSELLOR? WHO HATH FIRST GIVEN TO HIM, AND IT SHALL BE RECOMPENSED TO HIM AGAIN?" NOW, (MARCION,) SINCE YOU HAVE EXPUNGED SO MUCH FROM THE SCRIPTURES, WHY DID YOU RETAIN THESE WORDS, AS IF THEY TOO WERE NOT THE CREATOR'S WORDS? BUT COME NOW, LET US SEE WITHOUT MISTAKE THE PRECEPTS OF YOUR NEW GOD: "ABHOR THAT WHICH IS EVIL, AND CLEAVE TO THAT WHICH IS GOOD." WELL, IS THE PRECEPT DIFFERENT IN THE CREATOR'S TEACHING? "TAKE AWAY THE EVIL FROM YOU, DEPART FROM IT, AND BE DOING GOOD." THEN AGAIN: "BE KINDLY AFFECTIONED ONE TO ANOTHER WITH BROTHERLY LOVE." NOW IS NOT THIS OF THE SAME IMPORT AS: "THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THY SELF?" (AGAIN, YOUR APOSTLE SAYS:) "REJOICING IN HOPE;" THAT IS, OF GOD. SO, SAYS THE CREATOR'S PSALMIST: "IT IS BETTER TO HOPE IN THE LORD, THAN TO HOPE EVEN IN PRINCES." "PATIENT IN TRIBULATION." YOU HAVE (THIS IN) THE PSALM: "THE LORD HEAR THEE IN THE DAY OF TRIBULATION." "BLESS, AND CURSE NOT," (SAYS YOUR APOSTLE.) BUT WHAT BETTER TEACHER OF THIS WILL YOU FIND THAN HIM WHO CREATED ALL THINGS, AND BLESSED THEM? "MIND NOT HIGH THINGS, BUT CONDESCEND TO MEN OF LOW ESTATE. BE NOT WISE IN YOUR OWN CONCEITS." FOR AGAINST SUCH A DISPOSITION ISAIAH PRONOUNCES A WOE. "RECOMPENSE TO NO MAN EVIL FOR EVIL." (LIKE UNTO WHICH IS THE CREATOR'S PRECEPT:) "THOU SHALT NOT REMEMBER THY BROTHER'S EVIL AGAINST THEE." (AGAIN:) "AVENGE NOT YOURSELVES; " FOR IT IS WRITTEN, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY, SAITH THE LORD." "LIVE PEACEABLY WITH ALL MEN." THE RETALIATION OF THE LAW, THEREFORE, PERMITTED NOT RETRIBUTION FOR AN INJURY; IT RATHER REPRESSED ANY ATTEMPT THEREAT BY THE FEAR OF A RECOMPENSE. VERY PROPERLY, THEN, DID HE SUM UP THE ENTIRE TEACHING OF THE CREATOR IN THIS PRECEPT OF HIS: "THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF." NOW, IF THIS IS THE RECAPITULATION OF THE LAW FROM THE VERY LAW ITSELF, I AM AT A LOSS TO KNOW WHO IS THE GOD OF THE LAW. I FEAR HE MUST BE MARCION'S GOD (AFTER ALL). IF ALSO THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST IS FULFILLED IN THIS SAME PRECEPT, BUT NOT THE CREATOR'S CHRIST, WHAT IS THE USE OF OUR CONTENDING ANY LONGER WHETHER CHRIST DID OR DID NOT SAY, "I AM NOT COME TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFIL IT? " IN VAIN HAS (OUR MAN OF) PONTUS LABORED TO DENY THIS STATEMENT. IF THE GOSPEL HAS NOT FULFILLED THE LAW, THEN ALL I CAN SAY IS, THE LAW HAS FULFILLED THE GOSPEL. BUT IT IS WELL THAT IN A LATER VERSE HE THREATENS US WITH "THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF CHRIST,"--THE JUDGE, OF COURSE, AND THE AVENGER, AND THEREFORE THE CREATOR'S (CHRIST). THIS CREATOR, TOO, HOWEVER MUCH HE MAY PREACH UP ANOTHER GOD, HE CERTAINLY SETS FORTH FOR US AS A BEING TO BE SERVED, IF HE HOLDS HIM THUS UP AS AN OBJECT TO BE FEARED. 
CHAP. XV.--THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS. THE SHORTER EPISTLES PUNGENT IN SENSE AND VERY VALUABLE. ST. PAUL UPBRAIDS THE JEWS FOR THE DEATH FIRST OF THEIR PROPHETS AND THEN OF CHRIST. THIS A PRESUMPTION THAT BOTH CHRIST AND THE PROPHETS PERTAINED TO THE SAME GOD. THE LAW OF NATURE, WHICH IS IN FACT THE CREATOR'S DISCIPLINE, AND THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST BOTH ENJOIN CHASTITY. THE RESURRECTION PROVIDED FOR IN THE OLD TESTAMENT BY CHRIST. MAN'S COMPOUND NATURE. 
I SHALL NOT BE SORRY TO BESTOW ATTENTION ON THE SHORTER EPISTLES ALSO. EVEN IN BRIEF WORKS THERE IS MUCH PUNGENCY? THE JEWS HAD SLAIN THEIR PROPHETS. I MAY ASK, WHAT HAS THIS TO DO WITH THE APOSTLE OF THE RIVAL GOD, ONE SO AMIABLE WITHAL, WHO COULD HARDLY BE SAID TO CONDEMN [DAMN] EVEN THE FAILINGS OF HIS OWN PEOPLE; AND WHO, MOREOVER, HAS HIMSELF SOME HAND IN MAKING AWAY WITH THE SAME PROPHETS WHOM HE IS DESTROYING? WHAT INJURY DID ISRAEL COMMIT AGAINST HIM IN SLAYING THOSE WHOM HE TOO HAS REPROBATED, SINCE HE WAS THE FIRST TO PASS A HOSTILE SENTENCE ON THEM? BUT ISRAEL SINNED AGAINST THEIR OWN GOD. HE UPBRAIDED THEIR INIQUITY TO WHOM THE INJURED GOD PERTAINS; AND CERTAINLY, HE IS ANYTHING BUT THE ADVERSARY OF THE INJURED DEITY. ELSE HE WOULD NOT HAVE BURDENED THEM WITH THE CHARGE OF KILLING EVEN THE LORD, IN THE WORDS, "WHO BOTH KILLED THE LORD JESUS AND THEIR OWN PROPHETS," ALTHOUGH (THE PRONOUN) THEIR OWN BE AN ADDITION OF THE HERETICS. NOW, WHAT WAS THERE SO VERY ACRIMONIOUS IN THEIR KILLING CHRIST THE PROCLAIMER OF THE NEW GOD, AFTER THEY HAD PUT TO DEATH ALSO THE PROPHETS OF THEIR OWN GOD? THE FACT, HOWEVER, OF THEIR HAVING SLAIN THE LORD AND HIS SERVANTS, IS PUT AS A CASE OF CLIMAX. NOW, IF IT WERE THE CHRIST OF ONE GOD AND THE PROPHETS OF ANOTHER GOD WHOM THEY SLEW, HE WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE PLACED THE IMPIOUS CRIMES ON THE SAME LEVEL, INSTEAD OF MENTIONING THEM IN THE WAY OF A CLIMAX; BUT THEY DID NOT ADMIT OF BEING PUT ON THE SAME LEVEL: THE CLIMAX, THEREFORE, WAS ONLY POSSIBLE BY THE SIN HAVING BEEN IN FACT COMMITTED AGAINST ONE AND THE SAME LORD IN THE TWO RESPECTIVE CIRCUMSTANCES. TO ONE AND THE SAME LORD, THEN, BELONGED CHRIST AND THE PROPHETS. WHAT THAT "SANCTIFICATION OF OURS" IS, WHICH HE DECLARES TO BE "THE WILL OF GOD," YOU MAY DISCOVER FROM THE OPPOSITE CONDUCT WHICH HE FORBIDS. THAT WE SHOULD "ABSTAIN FROM FORNICATION," NOT FROM MARRIAGE; THAT EVERY ONE "SHOULD KNOW HOW TO POSSESS HIS VESSEL IN HONOR." IN WHAT WAY? "NOT IN THE LUST OF CONCUPISCENCE, EVEN AS THE GENTILES." CONCUPISCENCE, HOWEVER, IS NOT ASCRIBED TO MARRIAGE EVEN AMONG THE GENTILES, BUT TO EXTRAVAGANT, UNNATURAL, AND ENORMOUS SINS. THE LAW OF NATURE IS OPPOSED TO LUXURY AS WELL AS TO GROSSNESS AND UNCLEANNESS; IT DOES NOT FORBID CONNUBIAL INTERCOURSE, BUT CONCUPISCENCE; AND IT TAKES CARE OF OUR VESSEL BY THE HONORABLE ESTATE OF MATRIMONY. THIS PASSAGE (OF THE APOSTLE) I WOULD TREAT IN SUCH A WAY AS TO MAINTAIN THE SUPERIORITY OF THE OTHER AND HIGHER SANCTITY, PREFERRING CONTINENCE AND VIRGINITY TO MARRIAGE, BUT BY NO MEANS PROHIBITING THE LATTER. FOR MY HOSTILITY IS DIRECTED AGAINST" THOSE WHO ARE FOR DESTROYING THE GOD OF MARRIAGE, NOT THOSE WHO FOLLOW AFTER CHASTITY. HE SAYS THAT THOSE WHO "REMAIN UNTO THE COMING OF CHRIST," ALONG WITH "THE DEAD IN CHRIST, SHALL RISE FIRST," BEING "CAUGHT UP IN THE CLOUDS TO MEET THE LORD IN THE AIR." I FIND IT WAS IN THEIR FORESIGHT OF ALL THIS, THAT THE HEAVENLY INTELLIGENCES GAZED WITH ADMIRATION ON "THE JERUSALEM WHICH IS ABOVE," AND BY THE MOUTH OF ISAIAH SAID LONG AGO: "WHO ARE THESE THAT FLY AS CLOUDS, AND AS DOVES WITH THEIR YOUNG ONES, UNTO ME?" NOW, AS CHRIST HAS PREPARED FOR US THIS ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN, HE MUST BE THE CHRIST OF WHOM AMOS SPOKE: "IT IS HE WHO BUILDS HIS ASCENT UP TO THE HEAVENS," EVEN FOR HIMSELF AND HIS PEOPLE. NOW, FROM WHOM SHALL I EXPECT (THE FULFIL-MERIT OF) ALL THIS, EXCEPT FROM HIM WHOM I HAVE HEARD GIVE THE PROMISE THEREOF? WHAT "SPIRIT" DOES HE FORBID US TO "QUENCH," AND WHAT "PROPHESYING’S" TO "DESPISE?" NOT THE CREATOR'S SPIRIT, NOR THE CREATOR'S PROPHESYING’S, MARCION OF COURSE REPLIES. FOR HE HAS ALREADY QUENCHED AND DESPISED THE THING WHICH HE DESTROYS, AND IS UNABLE TO FORBID WHAT HE HAS DESPISED. IT IS THEN INCUMBENT ON MARCION NOW TO DISPLAY IN HIS CHURCH THAT SPIRIT OF HIS GOD WHICH MUST NOT BE QUENCHED, AND THE PROPHESYING’S WHICH MUST NOT BE DESPISED. AND SINCE HE HAS MADE SUCH A DISPLAY AS HE THINKS FIT, LET HIM KNOW THAT WE SHALL CHALLENGE IT WHATEVER IT MAY BE TO THE RULE OF THE GRACE AND POWER OF THE SPIRIT AND THE PROPHETS--NAMELY, TO FORETELL THE FUTURE, TO REVEAL THE SECRETS OF THE HEART, AND TO EXPLAIN MYSTERIES. AND WHEN HE SHALL HAVE FAILED TO PRODUCE AND GIVE PROOF OF ANY SUCH CRITERION, WE WILL THEN ON OUR SIDE BRING OUT BOTH THE SPIRIT AND THE PROPHECIES OF THE CREATOR, WHICH UTTER PREDICTIONS ACCORDING TO HIS WILL. THUS, IT WILL BE CLEARLY SEEN OF WHAT THE APOSTLE SPOKE, EVEN OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE TO HAPPEN IN THE CHURCH OF HIS GOD; AND AS LONG AS HE ENDURES, SO LONG ALSO DOES HIS SPIRIT WORK, AND SO LONG ARE HIS PROMISES REPEATED. COME NOW, YOU WHO DENY THE SALVATION OF THE FLESH, AND WHO, WHENEVER THERE OCCURS THE SPECIFIC MENTION OF BODY IN A CASE OF THIS SORT, INTERPRET IT AS MEANING ANYTHING RATHER THAN THE SUBSTANCE OF THE FLESH, (TELL ME) HOW IS IT THAT THE APOSTLE HAS GIVEN CERTAIN DISTINCT NAMES TO ALL (OUR FACULTIES), AND HAS COMPRISED THEM ALL IN ONE PRAYER FOR THEIR SAFETY, DESIRING THAT OUR "SPIRIT AND SOUL AND BODY MAY BE PRESERVED BLAMELESS UNTO THE COMING OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR (JESUS) CHRIST?" NOW HE HAS HERE PRO-POUNDED THE SOUL AND THE BODY AS TWO SEVERAL AND DISTINCT THINGS. FOR ALTHOUGH THE SOUL HAS A KIND OF BODY OF A QUALITY OF ITS OWN, JUST AS THE SPIRIT HAS, YET AS THE SOUL AND THE BODY ARE DISTINCTLY NAMED, THE SOUL HAS ITS OWN PECULIAR APPELLATION, NOT REQUIRING THE COMMON DESIGNATION OF BODY. THIS IS LEFT FOR "THE FLESH," WHICH HAVING NO PROPER NAME (IN THIS PASSAGE), NECESSARILY MAKES USE OF THE COMMON DESIGNATION. INDEED, I SEE NO OTHER SUBSTANCE IN MAN, AFTER SPIRIT AND SOUL, TO WHICH THE TERM BODY CAN BE APPLIED EXCEPT "THE FLESH." THIS, THEREFORE, I UNDERSTAND TO BE MEANT BY THE WORD "BODY "--AS OFTEN AS THE LATTER IS NOT SPECIFICALLY NAMED. MUCH MORE DO I SO UNDERSTAND IT IN THE PRESENT PASSAGE, WHERE THE FLESH IS EXPRESSLY CALLED BY THE NAME "BODY." 
CHAP. XVI.--THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS. AN ABSURD ERASURE OF MARCION; ITS OBJECT TRANSPARENT. THE FINAL JUDGMENT ON THE HEATHEN AS WELL AS THE JEWS COULD NOT BE ADMINISTERED. BY MARCION'S CHRIST. THE MAN OF SIN--WHAT? INCONSISTENCY OF MARCION'S VIEW. THE ANTICHRIST. THE GREAT EVENTS OF THE LAST APOSTASY WITHIN THE PROVIDENCE AND INTENTION OF THE CREATOR, WHOSE ARE ALL THINGS FROM THE BEGINNING. SIMILARITY OF THE PAULINE PRECEPTS WITH THOSE OF THE CREATOR. 
WE ARE OBLIGED FROM TIME TO TIME TO RECUR TO CERTAIN TOPICS IN ORDER TO AFFIRM TRUTHS WHICH ARE CONNECTED WITH THEM WE REPEAT THEN HERE, THAT AS THE LORD IS BY THE APOSTLE PROCLAIMED S AS THE AWARDER OF BOTH WEAL AND WOE, HE MUST BE EITHER THE CREATOR, OR (AS MARCION WOULD BE LOTH TO ADMIT) ONE LIKE THE CREATOR--"WITH WHOM IT IS A RIGHTEOUS THING TO RECOMPENSE TRIBULATION TO THEM WHO AFFLICT US, AND TO OURSELVES, WHO ARE AFFLICTED, REST, WHEN THE LORD JESUS SHALL BE REVEALED AS COMING FROM HEAVEN WITH THE ANGELS OF HIS MIGHT AND IN FLAMING FIRE." THE HERETIC, HOWEVER, HAS ERASED THE FLAMING FIRE, NO DOUBT THAT HE MIGHT EXTINGUISH ALL TRACES HEREIN OF OUR OWN GOD. BUT THE FOLLY OF THE OBLITERATION IS CLEARLY SEEN. FOR AS THE APOSTLE DECLARES THAT THE LORD WILL COME "TO TAKE VENGEANCE ON THEM THAT KNOW NOT GOD AND THAT OBEY NOT THE GOSPEL, WHO," HE SAYS, "SHALL BE PUNISHED WITH EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, AND FROM THE GLORY OF HIS POWER" --IT FOLLOWS THAT, AS HE COMES TO INFLICT PUNISHMENT, HE MUST REQUIRE "THE FLAMING FIRE." THUS, ON THIS CONSIDERATION TOO WE MUST, NOTWITHSTANDING MARCION'S OPPOSITION, CONCLUDE THAT CHRIST BELONGS TO A GOD WHO KINDLES THE FLAMES (OF VENGEANCE), AND THEREFORE TO THE CREATOR, INASMUCH AS HE TAKES VENGEANCE ON SUCH AS KNOW NOT THE LORD, THAT IS, ON THE HEATHEN. FOR HE HAS MENTIONED SEPARATELY "THOSE WHO OBEY NOT THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST," WHETHER THEY BE SINNERS AMONG CHRISTIANS OR AMONG JEWS. NOW, TO INFLICT PUNISHMENT ON THE HEATHEN, WHO VERY LIKELY HAVE NEVER HEARD OF THE GOSPEL, IS NOT THE FUNCTION OF THAT GOD WHO IS NATURALLY UNKNOWN, AND WHO IS REVEALED NOWHERE ELSE THAN IN THE GOSPEL, AND THEREFORE CANNOT BE KNOWN BY ALL MEN. THE CREATOR, HOWEVER, OUGHT TO BE KNOWN EVEN BY (THE LIGHT OF) NATURE, FOR HE MAY BE UNDERSTOOD FROM HIS WORKS, AND MAY THEREBY BECOME THE OBJECT OF A MORE WIDELY SPREAD KNOWLEDGE. TO HIM, THEREFORE, DOES IT APPERTAIN TO PUNISH SUCH AS KNOW NOT GOD, FOR NONE OUGHT TO BE IGNORANT OF HIM. IN THE (APOSTLE'S) PHRASE, "FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, AND FROM THE GLORY OF HIS POWER," HE USES THE WORDS OF ISAIAH WHO FOR THE EXPRESS REASON MAKES THE SELF-SAME LORD "ARISE TO SHAKE TERRIBLY THE EARTH." WELL, BUT WHO IS THE MAN OF SIN, THE SON OF PERDITION," WHO MUST FIRST BE REVEALED BEFORE THE LORD COMES; "WHO OPPOSES AND EXALTS HIMSELF ABOVE ALL THAT IS CALLED GOD, OR THAT IS WORSHIPPED; WHO IS TO SIT IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND BOAST HIMSELF AS BEING GOD?" ACCORDING INDEED TO OUR VIEW, HE IS ANTICHRIST; AS IT IS TAUGHT US IN BOTH THE ANCIENT AND THE NEW PROPHECIES, AND ESPECIALLY BY THE APOSTLE JOHN, WHO SAYS THAT "ALREADY MANY FALSE PROPHETS ARE GONE OUT INTO THE WORLD," THE FORE-RUNNERS OF ANTICHRIST, WHO DENY THAT CHRIST IS COME IN THE FLESH, AND DO NOT ACKNOWLEDGE JESUS (TO BE THE CHRIST), MEANING IN GOD THE CREATOR. ACCORDING, HOWEVER, TO MARCION'S VIEW, IT IS REALLY HARD TO KNOW WHETHER HE MIGHT NOT BE (AFTER ALL) THE CREATOR'S CHRIST; BECAUSE ACCORDING TO HIM HE IS NOT YET COME. BUT WHICHSOEVER OF THE TWO IT IS, I WANT TO KNOW WHY HE COMES "IN ALL POWER, AND WITH LYING SIGNS AND WONDERS?" "BECAUSE," HE SAYS, "THEY RECEIVED NOT THE LOVE OF THE TRUTH, THAT THEY MIGHT BE SAVED; FOR WHICH CAUSE, GOD SHALL SEND THEM AN INSTINCT OF [SEXUAL] DELUSION (TO BELIEVE A LIE), THAT THEY ALL MIGHT BE JUDGED WHO BELIEVED NOT THE TRUTH, BUT HAD PLEASURE IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS." IF THEREFORE HE BE ANTICHRIST, (AS WE HOLD), AND COMES ACCORDING TO THE CREATOR'S PURPOSE, IT MUST BE GOD THE CREATOR WHO SENDS HIM TO FASTEN IN THEIR ERROR THOSE WHO DID NOT BELIEVE THE TRUTH, THAT THEY MIGHT BE SAVED; HIS LIKEWISE MUST BE THE TRUTH AND THE SALVATION, WHO AVENGES (THE CONTEMPT OF) THEM BY SENDING ERROR AS THEIR SUBSTITUTE--THAT IS, THE CREATOR, TO WHOM THAT VERY WRATH IS A FITTING ATTRIBUTE, WHICH DECEIVES WITH A LIE THOSE WHO ARE NOT CAPTIVATED WITH TRUTH. IF, HOWEVER, HE IS NOT ANTICHRIST, AS WE SUPPOSE (HIM TO BE) THEN HE IS THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR, AS MARCION WILL HAVE IT. IN THIS CASE HOW HAPPENS IT THAT HE CAN SUBORN THE CREATOR'S CHRIST TO AVENGE HIS TRUTH? BUT SHOULD HE AFTER ALL AGREE WITH US, THAT ANTICHRIST IS HERE MEANT, I MUST THEN LIKEWISE ASK HOW IT IS THAT HE FINDS SATAN, AN ANGEL OF THE CREATOR, NECESSARY TO HIS PURPOSE? WHY, TOO, SHOULD ANTICHRIST BE SLAIN BY HIM, WHILST COMMISSIONED BY THE CREATOR TO EXECUTE THE FUNCTION OF INSPIRING MEN WITH THEIR LOVE OF UNTRUTH? IN SHORT, IT IS INCONTESTABLE THAT THE EMISSARY, AND THE TRUTH, AND THE SALVATION BELONG TO HIM TO WHOM ALSO APPERTAIN THE WRATH, AND THE JEALOUSY, AND "THE SENDING OF THE STRONG DELUSION," ON THOSE WHO DESPISE AND MOCK, AS WELL AS UPON THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT OF HIM; AND THEREFORE EVEN MARCION WILL NOW HAVE TO COME DOWN A STEP, AND CONCEDE TO US THAT HIS GOD IS "A JEALOUS GOD." (THIS BEING THEN AN UNQUESTIONABLE POSITION, I ASK) WHICH GOD HAS THE GREATER FIGHT TO BE ANGRY? HE, AS I SUPPOSE, WHO FROM THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS HAS GIVEN TO MAN, AS PRIMARY WITNESSES FOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIMSELF, NATURE IN HER (MANIFOLD) WORKS, KINDLY PROVIDENCES, PLAGUES, AND INDICATIONS (OF HIS DIVINITY), BUT WHO IN SPITE OF ALL THIS EVIDENCE HAS NOT BEEN ACKNOWLEDGED; OR HE WHO HAS BEEN BROUGHT OUT TO VIEW ONCE FOR ALL IN ONE ONLY COPY OF THE GOSPEL--AND EVEN THAT WITHOUT ANY SURE AUTHORITY--WHICH ACTUALLY MAKES NO SECRET OF PROCLAIMING ANOTHER GOD? NOW HE WHO HAS THE RIGHT OF INFLICTING THE VENGEANCE, HAS ALSO SOLE CLAIM TO THAT WHICH OCCASIONS THE VENGEANCE, I MEAN THE GOSPEL; (IN OTHER WORDS,) BOTH THE TRUTH AND (ITS ACCOMPANYING) SALVATION. THE CHARGE, THAT "IF ANY WOULD NOT WORK, NEITHER SHOULD HE EAT," IS IN STRICT ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRECEPT OF HIM WHO ORDERED THAT "THE MOUTH OF THE OX THAT TREADETH OUT THE CORN SHOULD NOT BE MUZZLED." 
CHAP. XVII.--THE EPISTLE TO THE LAODICEANS. THE PROPER DESIGNATION IS TO THE EPHESIANS. RECAPITULATION OF ALL THINGS IN CHRIST FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION. NO ROOM FOR MARCION'S CHRIST HERE. NUMEROUS PARALLELS BETWEEN THIS EPISTLE AND PASSAGES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. THE PRINCE OF THE POWER OF THE AIR, AND THE GOD OF THIS WORLD--WHO CREATION AND REGENERATION THE WORK OF ONE GOD. HOW CHRIST HAS MADE THE LAW OBSOLETE. A VAIN ERASURE OF MARCION'S. THE APOSTLES AS WELL AS THE PROPHETS FROM THE CREATOR. 
WE HAVE IT ON THE TRUE TRADITION OF THE CHURCH, THAT THIS EPISTLE WAS SENT TO THE EPHESIANS, NOT TO THE LAODICEANS. MARCION, HOWEVER, WAS VERY DESIROUS OF GIVING IT THE NEW RIFLE (OF LAODICEAN), AS IF HE WERE EXTREMELY ACCURATE IN INVESTIGATING SUCH A POINT. BUT OF WHAT CONSEQUENCE ARE THE TITLES, SINCE IN WRITING TO A CERTAIN CHURCH THE APOSTLE DID IN FACT WRITE TO ALL? IT IS CERTAIN THAT, WHOEVER THEY WERE TO WHOM HE WROTE, HE DECLARED HIM TO BE GOD IN CHRIST WITH WHOM ALL THINGS AGREE WHICH ARE PREDICTED. NOW, TO WHAT GOD WILL MOST SUITABLY BELONG ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH RELATE TO "THAT GOOD PLEASURE, WHICH GOD HATH PURPOSED IN THE MYSTERY OF HIS WILL, THAT IN THE DISPENSATION OF THE FULNESS OF TIMES HE MIGHT RECAPITULATE" (IF I MAY SO SAY, ACCORDING TO THE EXACT MEANING OF THE GREEK WORD) "ALL THINGS IN CHRIST, BOTH WHICH ARE IN HEAVEN AND WHICH ARE ON EARTH," BUT TO HIM WHOSE ARE ALL THINGS FROM THEIR BEGINNING, YEA THE BEGINNING ITSELF TOO; FROM WHOM ISSUE THE TIMES AND THE DISPENSATION OF THE FULNESS OF TIMES, ACCORDING TO WHICH ALL THINGS UP TO THE VERY FIRST ARE GATHERED UP IN CHRIST? WHAT BEGINNING, HOWEVER, HAS THE OTHER GOD; THAT IS TO SAY, HOW CAN ANYTHING PROCEED FROM HIM, WHO HAS NO WORK TO SHOW? AND IF THERE BE NO BEGINNING, HOW CAN THERE BE TIMES? IF NO TIMES, WHAT FULNESS OF TIMES CAN THERE BE? AND IF NO FULNESS, WHAT DISPENSATION? INDEED, WHAT HAS HE EVER DONE ON EARTH, THAT ANY LONG DISPENSATION OF TIMES TO BE FULFILLED CAN BE PUT TO HIS ACCOUNT, FOR THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF ALL THINGS IN CHRIST, EVEN OF THINGS IN HEAVEN? NOR CAN WE POSSIBLY SUPPOSE THAT ANY THINGS WHATEVER HAVE BEEN AT ANY TIME DONE IN HEAVEN BY ANY OTHER GOD THAN HIM BY WHOM, AS ALL MEN ALLOW, ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN DONE ON EARTH. NOW, IF IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ALL THESE THINGS FROM THE BEGINNING TO BE RECKONED TO ANY OTHER GOD THAN THE CREATOR, WHO WILL BELIEVE THAT AN ALIEN GOD HAS RECAPITULATED THEM IN AN ALIEN CHRIST, INSTEAD OF THEIR OWN PROPER AUTHOR IN HIS OWN CHRIST? IF, AGAIN, THEY BELONG TO THE CREATOR, THEY MUST NEEDS BE SEPARATE FROM THE OTHER GOD; AND IF SEPARATE, THEN OPPOSED TO HIM. BUT THEN HOW CAN OPPOSITES BE GATHERED TOGETHER INTO HIM BY WHOM THEY ARE IN SHORT DESTROYED? AGAIN, WHAT CHRIST DO THE FOLLOWING WORDS ANNOUNCE, WHEN THE APOSTLE SAYS: "THAT WE SHOULD BE TO THE PRAISE OF HIS GLORY, WHO FIRST TRUSTED IN CHRIST?" NOW WHO COULD HAVE FIRST TRUSTED--I.E. PREVIOUSLY TRUSTED --IN GOD, BEFORE HIS ADVENT, EXCEPT THE JEWS TO WHOM CHRIST WAS PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED, FROM THE BEGINNING? HE WHO WAS THUS FORETOLD, WAS ALSO FORE-TRUSTED. HENCE THE APOSTLE REFERS THE STATEMENT TO HIMSELF, THAT IS, TO THE JEWS, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY DRAW A DISTINCTION WITH RESPECT TO THE GENTILES, (WHEN HE GOES ON TO SAY:) "IN WHOM YE ALSO TRUSTED, AFTER THAT YE HEARD THE WORD OF TRUTH, THE GOSPEL (OF YOUR SALVATION); IN WHOM YE BELIEVED, AND WERE SEALED WITH HIS HOLY SPIRIT OF PROMISE." OF WHAT PROMISE? THAT WHICH WAS MADE THROUGH JOEL: "IN THE LAST DAYS WILL I POUR OUT OF MY SPIRIT UPON ALL FLESH," THAT IS, ON ALL NATIONS. THEREFORE, THE SPIRIT AND THE GOSPEL WILL BE FOUND IN THE CHRIST, WHO WAS FORE-TRUSTED, BECAUSE FORETOLD. AGAIN, "THE FATHER OF GLORY" IS HE WHOSE CHRIST, WHEN ASCENDING TO HEAVEN, IS CELEBRATED AS "THE KING OF GLORY" IN THE PSALM: "WHO IS THIS KING OF GLORY? THE LORD OF HOSTS, HE IS THE KING OF GLORY." FROM HIM ALSO IS BESOUGHT "THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM,"" AT WHOSE DISPOSAL IS ENUMERATED THAT SEVENFOLD DISTRIBUTION OF THE SPIRIT OF GRACE BY ISAIAH. HE LIKEWISE WILL GRANT "THE ENLIGHTENMENT OF THE EYES OF THE UNDERSTANDING," WHO HAS ALSO ENRICHED OUR NATURAL EYES WITH LIGHT; TO WHOM, MOREOVER, THE BLINDNESS OF THE PEOPLE IS OFFENSIVE: "AND WHO IS BLIND, BUT MY SERVANTS?... YEA, THE SERVANTS OF GOD HAVE BECOME BLIND." IN HIS GIFT, TOO, ARE "THE RICHES (OF THE GLORY) OF HIS INHERITANCE IN THE SAINTS," WHO PROMISED SUCH AN INHERITANCE IN THE CALL OF THE GENTILES: "ASK OF ME, AND I WILL GIVE THEE THE HEATHEN FOR THINE INHERITANCE." IT WAS HE WHO "WROUGHT IN CHRIST HIS MIGHTY POWER, BY RAISING HIM FROM THE DEAD, AND SETTING HIM AT HIS OWN RIGHT HAND, AND PUTTING ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FEET"--EVEN THE SAME WHO SAID: "SIT THOU ON MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE THINE ENEMIES THY FOOTSTOOL." FOR IN ANOTHER PASSAGE THE SPIRIT SAYS TO THE FATHER CONCERNING THE SON: "THOU HAST PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FEET." NOW, IF FROM ALL THESE FACTS WHICH ARE FOUND IN THE CREATOR THERE IS YET TO BE DEDUCED ANOTHER GOD AND ANOTHER CHRIST, LET US GO IN QUEST OF THE CREATOR. I SUPPOSE, FORSOOTH, WE FIND HIM, WHEN HE SPEAKS OF SUCH AS "WERE DEAD IN TRESPASSES AND SINS, WHEREIN THEY HAD WALKED ACCORDING TO THE COURSE OF THIS WORLD, ACCORDING TO THE PRINCE OF THE POWER OF THE AIR, WHO WORKETH IN THE CHILDREN OF DISOBEDIENCE." BUT MARCION MUST NOT HERE INTERPRET THE WORLD AS MEANING THE GOD OF THE WORLD? FOR A CREATURE BEARS NO RESEMBLANCE TO THE CREATOR; THE THING MADE, NONE TO ITS MAKER; THE WORLD, NONE TO GOD. HE, MOREOVER, WHO IS THE PRINCE OF THE POWER OF THE AGES MUST NOT BE THOUGHT TO BE CALLED THE PRINCE OF THE POWER OF THE AIR; FOR HE WHO IS CHIEF OVER THE HIGHER POWERS DERIVES NO TITLE FROM THE LOWER POWERS, ALTHOUGH THESE, TOO, MAY BE ASCRIBED TO HIM. NOR, AGAIN, CAN HE POSSIBLY SEEM TO BE THE INSTIGATOR OF THAT UNBELIEF WHICH HE HIMSELF HAD RATHER TO ENDURE AT THE HAND OF THE JEWS AND THE GENTILES ALIKE. WE MAY THEREFORE SIMPLY CONCLUDE THAT THESE DESIGNATIONS ARE UNSUITED TO THE CREATOR. THERE IS ANOTHER BEING TO WHOM THEY ARE MORE APPLICABLE --AND THE APOSTLE KNEW VERY WELL WHO THAT WAS. WHO THEN IS HE? UNDOUBTEDLY, HE WHO HAS RAISED UP "CHILDREN OF DISOBEDIENCE" AGAINST THE CREATOR HIMSELF EVER SINCE HE TOOK POSSESSION OF THAT "AIR" OF HIS; EVEN AS THE PROPHET MAKES HIM SAY: "I WILL SET MY THRONE ABOVE THE STARS; ... WILL GO UP ABOVE THE CLOUDS; I WILL BE LIKE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]." THIS MUST MEAN THE DEVIL, WHOM IN ANOTHER PASSAGE (SINCE SUCH WILL THEY THERE HAVE THE APOSTLE'S MEANING TO BE) WE SHALL RECOGNIZE IN THE APPELLATION THE GOD OF THIS WORLD. FOR HE HAS FILLED THE WHOLE WORLD WITH THE LYING PRETENSE OF HIS OWN DIVINITY. TO BE SURE, IF HE HAD NOT EXISTED, WE MIGHT THEN POSSIBLY HAVE APPLIED THESE DESCRIPTIONS TO THE CREATOR. BUT THE APOSTLE, TOO, HAD LIVED IN JUDAISM; AND WHEN HE PARENTHETICALLY OBSERVED OF THE SINS (OF THAT PERIOD OF HIS LIFE), "IN WHICH ALSO WE ALL HAD OUR CONVERSATION IN TIMES PAST," HE MUST NOT BE UNDERSTOOD TO INDICATE THAT THE CREATOR WAS THE LORD OF SINFUL MEN, AND THE PRINCE OF THIS AIR; BUT AS MEANING THAT IN HIS JUDAISM HE HAD BEEN ONE OF THE CHILDREN OF DISOBEDIENCE, HAVING THE DEVIL AS HIS INSTIGATOR--WHEN HE PERSECUTED THE CHURCH AND THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR. THEREFORE, HE SAYS: "WE ALSO WERE THE CHILDREN OF WRATH," BUT "BY NATURE." LET THE HERETIC, HOWEVER, NOT CONTEND THAT, BECAUSE THE CREATOR CALLED THE JEWS CHILDREN, THEREFORE THE CREATOR IS THE LORD OF WRATH. FOR WHEN (THE APOSTLE) SAYS," WE WERE BY NATURE THE CHILDREN OF WRATH," INASMUCH AS THE JEWS WERE NOT THE CREATOR'S CHILDREN BY NATURE, BUT BY THE ELECTION OF THEIR FATHERS, HE (MUST HAVE) REFERRED THEIR BEING CHILDREN OF WRATH TO NATURE, AND NOT TO THE CREATOR, ADDING THIS AT LASTS" EVEN AS OTHERS," WHO, OF COURSE, WERE NOT CHILDREN OF GOD. IT IS MANIFEST THAT SINS, AND LUSTS OF THE FLESH, AND UNBELIEF, AND ANGER, ARE ASCRIBED TO THE COMMON NATURE OF ALL MANKIND, THE DEVIL [HOWEVER LEADING THAT NATURE ASTRAY, WHICH HE HAS ALREADY INFECTED WITH THE IMPLANTED GERM OF SIN. "WE," SAYS HE, "ARE HIS WORKMANSHIP, CREATED IN CHRIST." IT IS ONE THING TO MAKE (AS A WORKMAN), ANOTHER THING TO CREATE. BUT HE ASSIGNS BOTH TO ONE. MAN IS THE WORKMANSHIP OF THE CREATOR. HE THEREFORE WHO MADE MAN (AT FIRST), CREATED HIM ALSO IN CHRIST. AS TOUCHING THE SUBSTANCE OF NATURE, HE "MADE" HIM; AS TOUCHING THE WORK OF GRACE, HE "CREATED" HIM. LOOK ALSO AT WHAT FOLLOWS IN CONNECTION WITH THESE WORDS: "WHEREFORE REMEMBER, THAT YE BEING IN TIME PAST GENTILES IN THE FLESH, WHO ARE CALLED UNCIRCUMCISION BY THAT WHICH HAS THE NAME OF CIRCUMCISION IN THE FLESH MADE BY THE HAND--THAT AT THAT TIME YE WERE WITHOUT CHRIST, BEING ALIENS FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OF ISRAEL, AND STRANGERS FROM THE COVENANTS OF PROMISE, HAVING NO HOPE, AND WITHOUT GOD IN THE WORLD." NOW, WITHOUT WHAT GOD AND WITHOUT WHAT CHRIST WERE THESE GENTILES? SURELY, WITHOUT HIM TO WHOM THE COMMONWEALTH OF ISRAEL BELONGED, AND THE COVENANTS AND THE PROMISE. "BUT NOW IN CHRIST," SAYS HE, "YE WHO WERE SOMETIMES FAR OFF ARE MADE NIGH BY HIS BLOOD." FROM WHOM WERE THEY FAR OFF BEFORE? FROM THE PRIVILEGES) WHEREOF HE SPEAKS ABOVE, EVEN TOM THE CHRIST OF THE CREATOR, FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OF ISRAEL, FROM THE COVENANTS, FROM THE HOPE OF THE PROMISE, FROM GOD HIMSELF. SINCE THIS IS THE CASE, THE GENTILES ARE CONSEQUENTLY NOW IN CHRIST MADE NIGH TO THESE (BLESSINGS), FROM WHICH THEY WERE ONCE FAR OFF. BUT IF WE ARE IN CHRIST BROUGHT SO VERY NIGH TO THE COMMONWEALTH OF ISRAEL, WHICH COMPRISES THE RELIGION OF THE DIVINE CREATOR, AND TO THE COVENANTS AND TO THE PROMISE, YEA TO THEIR VERY GOD HIMSELF, IT IS QUITE RIDICULOUS (TO SUPPOSE THAT) THE CHRIST OF THE OTHER GOD HAS BROUGHT US TO THIS PROXIMITY TO THE CREATOR FROM AFAR. THE APOSTLE HAD IN MIND THAT IT HAD BEEN PREDICTED CONCERNING THE CALL OF THE GENTILES FROM THEIR DISTANT ALIENATION IN WORDS LIKE THESE: "THEY WHO WERE FAR OFF FROM ME HAVE COME TO MY RIGHTEOUSNESS." FOR THE CREATOR'S RIGHTEOUSNESS NO LESS THAN HIS PEACE WAS ANNOUNCED IN CHRIST, AS WE HAVE OFTEN SHOWN ALREADY. THEREFORE, HE SAYS: "HE IS OUR PEACE, WHO HATH MADE BOTH ONE"--THAT IS, THE JEWISH NATION AND THE GENTILE WORLD. WHAT IS NEAR, AND WHAT WAS FAR OFF NOW THAT "THE MIDDLE WALL HAS BEEN BROKEN DOWN" OF THEIR "ENMITY," (ARE MADE ONE) "IN HIS FLESH." BUT MARCION ERASED THE PRONOUN HIS, THAT HE MIGHT MAKE THE ENMITY REFER TO FLESH, AS IF (THE APOSTLE SPOKE) OF A CARNAL ENMITY, INSTEAD OF THE ENMITY WHICH WAS A RIVAL TO CHRIST. AND THUS, YOU HAVE (AS I HAVE SAID ELSEWHERE) EXHIBITED THE STUPIDITY OF PONTUS, RATHER THAN THE ADROITNESS OF A MARRUCINIAN, FOR YOU HERE DENY HIM FLESH TO WHOM IN THE VERSE ABOVE YOU ALLOWED BLOOD! SINCE, HOWEVER, HE HAS MADE THE LAW OBSOLETE BY HIS OWN PRECEPTS, EVEN BY HIMSELF FULFILLING THE LAW (FOR SUPERFLUOUS IS, "THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY," WHEN HE SAYS, "THOU SHALT NOT LOOK ON A WOMAN TO LUST AFTER HER;" SUPERFLUOUS ALSO IS, "THOU SHALT DO NO MURDER," WHEN HE SAYS, "THOU SHALT NOT SPEAK EVIL OF THY NEIGHBOR,") IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO MAKE AN ADVERSARY OF THE LAW OUT OF ONE WHO SO COMPLETELY PROMOTES IT. "FOR TO CREATE IN HIMSELF OF TWAIN," FOR HE WHO HAD MADE IS ALSO THE SAME WHO CREATES (JUST AS WE HAVE FOUND IT STATED ABOVE: "FOR WE ARE HIS WORKMANSHIP, CREATED IN CHRIST JESUS"), "ONE NEW MAN, MAKING PEACE" (REALLY NEW, AND REALLY MAN--NO PHANTOM--BUT NEW, AND NEWLY BORN OF A VIRGIN BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD), "THAT HE MIGHT RECONCILE BOTH UNTO GOD" (EVEN THE GOD WHOM BOTH RACES HAD OFFENDED--BOTH JEW AND GENTILE), "IN ONE BODY," SAYS HE, "HAVING IN IT SLAIN THE ENMITY BY THE CROSS." THUS, WE FIND FROM THIS PASSAGE ALSO, THAT THERE WAS IN CHRIST A FLESHLY BODY, SUCH AS WAS ABLE TO ENDURE THE CROSS. "WHEN, THEREFORE, HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO THEM THAT WERE NEAR AND TO THEM WHICH WERE AFAR OFF," WE BOTH OBTAINED "ACCESS TO THE FATHER," BEING "NOW NO MORE STRANGERS AND FOREIGNERS, BUT FELLOW-CITIZENS WITH THE SAINTS, AND OF THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD" (EVEN OF HIM FROM WHOM, AS WE HAVE SHOWN ABOVE, WE WERE ALIENS, AND PLACED FAR OFF), "BUILT UPON THE FOUNDATION OF THE APOSTLES"-- (THE APOSTLE ADDED), "AND THE PROPHETS;" THESE WORDS, HOWEVER, THE HERETIC ERASED, FORGETTING THAT THE LORD HAD SET IN HIS CHURCH NOT ONLY APOSTLES, BUT PROPHETS ALSO. HE FEARED, NO DOUBT, THAT OUR BUILDING WAS TO STAND IN CHRIST UPON THE FOUNDATION OF THE ANCIENT PROPHETS, SINCE THE APOSTLE HIMSELF NEVER FAILS TO BUILD US UP EVERYWHERE WITH (THE WORDS OF) THE PROPHETS. FOR WHENCE DID HE LEARN TO CALL CHRIST "THE CHIEF CORNER-STONE," BUT FROM THE FIGURE GIVEN HIM IN THE PSALM: "THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED IS BECOME THE HEAD (STONE) OF THE CORNER?" 
CHAP. XVIII.--ANOTHER FOOLISH ERASURE OF MARCION'S EXPOSED. CERTAIN FIGURATIVE EXPRESSIONS OF THE APOSTLE, SUGGESTED BY THE LANGUAGE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. COLLATION OF MANY PASSAGES OF THIS EPISTLE, WITH PRECEPTS AND STATEMENTS IN THE PENTATEUCH, THE PSALMS, AND THE PROPHETS. ALL ALIKE TEACH US THE WILL AND PURPOSE OF THE CREATOR. 
AS OUR HERETIC IS SO FOND OF HIS PRUNING-KNIFE, I DO NOT WONDER WHEN SYLLABLES ARE EXPUNGED BY HIS HAND, SEEING THAT ENTIRE PAGES ARE USUALLY THE MATTER ON WHICH HE PRACTICES HIS EFFACING PROCESS. THE APOSTLE DECLARES THAT TO HIMSELF, "LESS THAN THE LEAST OF ALL SAINTS, WAS THE GRACE GIVEN" OF ENLIGHTENING ALL MEN AS TO "WHAT WAS THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE MYSTERY, WHICH DURING THE AGES HAD BEEN HID IN GOD, WHO CREATED ALL THINGS." THE HERETIC ERASED THE PREPOSITION IN, AND MADE THE CLAUSE RUN THUS: ("WHAT IS THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE MYSTERY) WHICH HATH FOR AGES BEEN HIDDEN FROM THE GOD WHO CREATED ALL THINGS." THE FALSIFICATION, HOWEVER, IS FLAGRANTLY ABSURD. FOR THE APOSTLE GOES ON TO INFER (FROM HIS OWN STATEMENT): "IN ORDER THAT UNTO THE PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS IN HEAVENLY PLACES MIGHT BECOME KNOWN THROUGH THE CHURCH THE MANIFOLD WISDOM OF GOD." WHOSE PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS, DOES HE MEAN? IF THE CREATOR'S, HOW DOES IT COME TO PASS THAT SUCH A GOD AS HE COULD HAVE MEANT HIS WISDOM TO BE DISPLAYED TO THE PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS, BUT NOT TO HIMSELF? FOR SURELY NO PRINCIPALITIES COULD POSSIBLY HAVE UNDERSTOOD ANYTHING WITHOUT THEIR SOVEREIGN LORD. OR IF (THE APOSTLE) DID NOT MENTION GOD IN THIS PASSAGE, ON THE GROUND THAT HE (AS THEIR CHIEF) IS HIMSELF RECKONED AMONG THESE (PRINCIPALITIES), THEN HE WOULD HAVE PLAINLY SAID THAT THE MYSTERY HAD BEEN HIDDEN FROM THE PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS OF HIM WHO HAD CREATED ALL THINGS, INCLUDING HIM AMONGST THEM. BUT IF HE STATES THAT IT WAS HIDDEN FROM THEM, HE MUST NEEDS BE UNDERSTOOD AS HAVING MEANT THAT IT WAS MANIFEST TO HIM. FROM GOD, THEREFORE, THE MYSTERY WAS NOT HIDDEN; BUT IT WAS HIDDEN IN GOD, THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, FROM HIS PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS. FOR "WHO HATH KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO HATH BEEN HIS COUNSELLOR?" CAUGHT IN THIS TRAP, THE HERETIC PROBABLY CHANGED THE PASSAGE, WITH THE VIEW OF SAYING THAT HIS GOD WISHED TO MAKE KNOWN TO HIS PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS THE FELLOWSHIP OF HIS OWN MYSTERY, OF WHICH GOD, WHO CREATED ALL THINGS, HAD BEEN IGNORANT. BUT WHAT WAS THE USE OF HIS OBTRUDING THIS IGNORANCE OF THE CREATOR, WHO WAS A STRANGER TO THE SUPERIOR GOD, AND FAR ENOUGH REMOVED FROM HIM, WHEN EVEN HIS OWN SERVANTS HAD KNOWN NOTHING ABOUT HIM? TO THE CREATOR, HOWEVER, THE FUTURE WAS WELL KNOWN. THEN WHY WAS NOT THAT ALSO KNOWN TO HIM, WHICH HAD TO BE REVEALED BENEATH HIS HEAVEN, AND ON HIS EARTH? FROM THIS, THEREFORE, THERE ARISES A CONFIRMATION OF WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY LAID DOWN. FOR SINCE THE CREATOR WAS SURE TO KNOW, SOME TIME OR OTHER, THAT HIDDEN MYSTERY OF THE SUPERIOR GOD, EVEN ON THE SUPPOSITION THAT THE TRUE READING WAS (AS MARCION HAS IT)--"HIDDEN FROM THE GOD WHO CREATED ALL THINGS"--HE OUGHT THEN TO HAVE EXPRESSED THE CONCLUSION THUS: "IN ORDER THAT THE MANIFOLD WISDOM OF GOD MIGHT BE MADE KNOWN TO HIM, AND THEN TO THE PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS OF GOD, WHOSOEVER HE MIGHT BE, WITH WHOM THE CREATOR WAS DESTINED TO SHARE THEIR KNOWLEDGE." SO PALPABLE IS THE ERASURE IN THIS PASSAGE, WHEN THUS READ, CONSISTENTLY WITH ITS OWN TRUE BEARING. I, ON MY PART, NOW WISH TO ENGAGE WITH YOU IN A DISCUSSION ON THE ALLEGORICAL EXPRESSIONS OF THE APOSTLE. WHAT FIGURES OF SPEECH COULD THE NOVEL GOD HAVE FOUND IN THE PROPHETS (FIT FOR HIMSELF)? "HE LED CAPTIVITY CAPTIVE," SAYS THE APOSTLE. WITH WHAT ARMS? IN WHAT CONFLICTS? FROM THE DEVASTATION OF WHAT COUNTRY? FROM THE OVERTHROW OF WHAT CITY? WHAT WOMEN, WHAT CHILDREN, WHAT PRINCES DID THE CONQUEROR THROW INTO CHAINS? FOR WHEN BY DAVID CHRIST IS SUNG AS "GIRDED WITH HIS SWORD UPON HIS THIGH," OR BY ISAIAH AS "TAKING AWAY THE SPOILS OF SAMARIA AND THE POWER OF DAMASCUS," YOU MAKE HIM OUT TO BE REALLY AND TRULY A WARRIOR CONTEST TO THE EYE. LEARN THEN NOW, THAT HIS IS A SPIRITUAL ARMOR AND WARFARE, SINCE YOU HAVE ALREADY DISCOVERED THAT THE CAPTIVITY IS SPIRITUAL, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY FURTHER LEARN THAT THIS ALSO BELONGS TO HIM, EVEN BECAUSE THE APOSTLE DERIVED THE MENTION OF THE CAPTIVITY FROM THE SAME PROPHETS AS SUGGESTED TO HIM HIS PRECEPTS LIKEWISE: "PUTTING AWAY LYING," (SAYS HE,) "SPEAK EVERY MAN TRUTH WITH HIS NEIGHBOR;" AND AGAIN, USING THE VERY WORDS IN WHICH THE PSALM EXPRESSES HIS MEANING, (HE SAYS,) "BE YE ANGRY, AND SIN NOT;" "LET NOT THE SUN GO DOWN UPON YOUR WRATH." "HAVE NO FELLOWSHIP WITH THE UNFRUITFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS;" FOR (IN THE PSALM IT IS WRITTEN,) "WITH THE HOLY MAN THOU SHALT BE HOLY, AND WITH THE PERVERSE THOU SHALT BE PERVERSE;" AND, "THOU SHALT PUT AWAY EVIL FROM AMONG YOU." AGAIN, "GO YE OUT FROM THE MIDST OF THEM; TOUCH NOT THE UNCLEAN THING; SEPARATE YOURSELVES, YE THAT BEAR THE VESSELS OF THE LORD." (THE APOSTLE SAYS FURTHER:) "BE NOT DRUNK WITH WINE, WHEREIN IS EXCESS,"--A PRECEPT WHICH IS SUGGESTED BY THE PASSAGE (OF THE PROPHET), WHERE THE SEDUCERS OF THE CONSECRATED (NAZARITES) TO DRUNKENNESS ARE REBUKED: "YE GAVE WINE TO MY HOLY ONES TO DRINK." THIS PROHIBITION FROM DRINK WAS GIVEN ALSO TO THE HIGH PRIEST AARON AND HIS SONS, "WHEN THEY WENT INTO THE HOLY PLACE." THE COMMAND, TO "SING TO THE LORD WITH PSALMS AND HYMNS," COMES SUITABLY FROM HIM WHO KNEW THAT THOSE WHO "DRANK WINE WITH DRUMS AND PSALTERIES" WERE BLAMED BY GOD. NOW, WHEN I FIND TO WHAT GOD BELONG THESE PRECEPTS, WHETHER IN THEIR GERM OR THEIR DEVELOPMENT, I HAVE NO DIFFICULTY IN KNOWING TO WHOM THE APOSTLE ALSO BELONGS. BUT HE DECLARES THAT "WIVES OUGHT TO BE IN SUBJECTION TO THEIR HUSBANDS:" WHAT REASON DOES HE GIVE FOR THIS? "BECAUSE," SAYS HE, "THE HUSBAND IS THE HEAD OF THE WIFE." PRAY TELL ME, MARCION, DOES YOUR GOD BUILD UP THE AUTHORITY OF HIS LAW ON THE WORK OF THE CREATOR? THIS, HOWEVER, IS A COMPARATIVE TRIFLE; FOR HE ACTUALLY DERIVES FROM THE SAME SOURCE THE CONDITION OF HIS CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH; FOR HE SAYS: "EVEN AS CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH;" AND AGAIN, IN LIKE MANNER: "HE WHO LOVETH HIS WIFE, LOVETH HIS OWN FLESH, EVEN AS CHRIST LOVED THE CHURCH." YOU SEE HOW YOUR CHRIST AND YOUR CHURCH ARE PUT IN COMPARISON WITH THE WORK OF THE CREATOR. HOW MUCH HONOR IS GIVEN TO THE FLESH IN THE NAME OF THE CHURCH! "NO MAN," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "EVER YET HATED HIS OWN FLESH" (EXCEPT, OF COURSE, MARCION ALONE), "BUT NOURISHETH AND CHERISHETH IT, EVEN AS THE LORD DOTH THE CHURCH." BUT YOU ARE THE ONLY MAN THAT HATES HIS FLESH, FOR YOU ROB IT OF ITS RESURRECTION. IT WILL BE ONLY RIGHT THAT YOU SHOULD HATE THE CHURCH ALSO, BECAUSE IT IS LOVED BY CHRIST ON THE SAME PRINCIPLE. YEA, CHRIST LOVED THE FLESH EVEN AS THE CHURCH. FOR NO MAN WILL LOVE THE PICTURE OF HIS WIFE WITHOUT TAKING CARE OF IT, AND HONORING IT AND CROWNING IT. THE LIKENESS PARTAKES WITH THE REALITY IN THE PRIVILEGED HONOR. I SHALL NOW ENDEAVOR, FROM MY POINT OF VIEW, TO PROVE THAT THE SAME GOD IS (THE GOD) OF THE MAN AND OF CHRIST, OF THE WOMAN AND OF THE CHURCH, OF THE FLESH AND THE SPIRIT, BY THE APOSTLE'S HELP WHO APPLIES THE CREATOR'S INJUNCTION, AND ADDS EVEN A COMMENT ON IT: "FOR THIS CAUSE SHALL A MAN LEAVE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER, (AND SHALL BE JOINED UNTO HIS WIFE), AND THEY TWO SHALL BE ONE FLESH. THIS IS A GREAT MYSTERY." IN PASSING, (I WOULD SAY THAT) IT IS ENOUGH FOR ME THAT THE WORKS OF THE CREATOR ARE GREAT MYSTERIES IN THE ESTIMATION OF THE APOSTLE, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE SO VILELY ESTEEMED BY THE HERETICS. "BUT I AM SPEAKING," SAYS HE, "OF CHRIST AND THE CHURCH." THIS HE SAYS IN EXPLANATION OF THE MYSTERY, NOT FOR ITS DISRUPTION. HE SHOWS US THAT THE MYSTERY WAS PREFIGURED BY HIM WHO IS ALSO THE AUTHOR OF THE MYSTERY. NOW WHAT IS MARCION'S OPINION? THE CREATOR COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE FURNISHED FIGURES TO AN UNKNOWN GOD, OR, IF A KNOWN ONE, AN ADVERSARY TO HIMSELF. THE SUPERIOR GOD, IN FACT, OUGHT TO HAVE BORROWED NOTHING FROM THE INFERIOR; HE WAS BOUND RATHER TO ANNIHILATE HIM. "CHILDREN SHOULD OBEY THEIR PARENTS." NOW, ALTHOUGH MARCION HAS ERASED (THE NEXT CLAUSE), "WHICH IS THE FIRST COMMANDMENT WITH PROMISE," STILL THE LAW SAYS PLAINLY, "HONOR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER." AGAIN, (THE APOSTLE WRITES:) "PARENTS, BRING UP YOUR CHILDREN IN THE FEAR AND ADMONITION OF THE LORD." FOR YOU HAVE HEARD HOW IT WAS SAID TO THEM OF OLD TIME: "YE SHALL RELATE THESE THINGS TO YOUR CHILDREN; AND YOUR CHILDREN IN LIKE MANNER TO THEIR CHILDREN." OF WHAT USE ARE TWO GODS TO ME, WHEN THE DISCIPLINE IS BUT ONE? IF THERE MUST BE TWO, I MEAN TO FOLLOW HIM WHO WAS THE FIRST TO TEACH THE LESSON. BUT AS OUR STRUGGLE LIES AGAINST "THE RULERS OF THIS WORLD," WHAT A HOST OF CREATOR GODS THERE MUST BE! FOR WHY SHOULD I NOT INSIST UPON THIS POINT HERE, THAT HE OUGHT TO HAVE MENTIONED BUT ONE "RULER OF THIS WORLD," IF HE MEANT ONLY THE CREATOR TO BE THE BEING TO WHOM BELONGED ALL THE POWERS WHICH HE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED? AGAIN, WHEN IN THE PRECEDING VERSE HE BIDS US "PUT ON THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD, THAT WE MAY BE ABLE TO STAND AGAINST THE WILES OF THE DEVIL," DOES HE NOT SHOW THAT ALL THE THINGS WHICH HE MENTIONS AFTER THE DEVIL'S NAME REALLY BELONG TO THE DEVIL--"THE PRINCIPALITIES AND THE POWERS, AND THE TILLERS OF THE DARKNESS OF THIS WORLD," WHICH WE ALSO ASCRIBE TO THE DEVIL'S AUTHORITY? ELSE, IF "THE DEVIL" MEANS THE CREATOR, WHO WILL BE THE DEVIL IN THE CREATOR'S DISPENSATION? AS THERE ARE TWO GODS, MUST THERE ALSO BE TWO DEVILS, AND A PLURALITY OF POWERS AND RULERS OF THIS WORLD? BUT HOW IS THE CREATOR BOTH A DEVIL AND A GOD AT THE SAME TIME, WHEN THE DEVIL IS NOT AT ONCE BOTH GOD AND DEVIL? FOR EITHER THEY ARE BOTH OF THEM GODS, IF BOTH OF THEM ARE DEVILS; OR ELSE HE WHO IS GOD IS NOT ALSO DEVIL, AS NEITHER IS HE GOD WHO IS THE DEVIL. I WANT TO KNOW INDEED BY WHAT PERVERSION THE WORD DEVIL IS AT ALL APPLICABLE TO THE CREATOR. PERHAPS HE PERVERTED SOME PURPOSE OF THE SUPERIOR GOD--CONDUCT SUCH AS HE EXPERIENCED HIMSELF FROM THE ARCHANGEL, WHO LIED INDEED FOR THE PURPOSE. FOR HE DID NOT FORBID (OUR FIRST PARENTS) A TASTE OF THE MISERABLE TREE, FROM ANY APPREHENSION THAT THEY WOULD BECOME GODS; HIS PROHIBITION WAS MEANT TO PREVENT THEIR DYING AFTER THE TRANSGRESSION. BUT "THE SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS" DID NOT SIGNIFY THE CREATOR, BECAUSE OF THE APOSTLE'S ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTION, "IN HEAVENLY PLACES;" FOR THE APOSTLE WAS QUITE AWARE THAT "SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS" HAD BEEN AT WORK IN HEAVENLY PLACES, WHEN ANGELS WERE ENTRAPPED INTO SIN BY THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN. BUT HOW HAPPENED IT THAT (THE APOSTLE) RESORTED TO AMBIGUOUS DESCRIPTIONS, AND I KNOW NOT WHAT OBSCURE ENIGMAS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISPARAGING THE CREATOR, WHEN HE DISPLAYED TO THE CHURCH SUCH CONSTANCY AND PLAINNESS OF SPEECH IN "MAKING KNOWN THE MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL FOR WHICH HE WAS AN AMBASSADOR IN BONDS," OWING TO HIS LIBERTY IN PREACHING--AND ACTUALLY REQUESTED (THE EPHESIANS) TO PRAY TO GOD THAT THIS "OPEN-MOUTHED UTTERANCE" MIGHT BE CONTINUED TO HIM? 
CHAP. XIX.--THE EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS. TIME THE CRITERION OF TRUTH AND HERESY. APPLICATION OF THE CANON. THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD EXPLAINED. PRE-EXISTENCE OF OUR CHRIST IN THE CREATOR'S ANCIENT DISPENSATIONS. WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE FULNESS OF CHRIST? THE EPICUREAN CHARACTER OF MARCION'S GOD. THE CATHOLIC TRUTH IN OPPOSITION THERETO. THE LAW IS TO CHRIST WHAT THE SHADOW IS TO THE SUBSTANCE. 
I AM ACCUSTOMED IN MY PRESCRIPTION AGAINST ALL HERESIES, TO FIX MY COMPENDIOUS CRITERION (OF TRUTH) IN THE TESTIMONY OF TIME; CLAIMING PRIORITY THEREIN AS OUR RULE, AND ALLEGING LATENESS TO BE THE CHARACTERISTIC OF EVERY HERESY. THIS SHALL NOW BE PROVED EVEN BY THE APOSTLE, WHEN HE SAYS: "FOR THE HOPE WHICH IS LAID UP FOR YOU IN HEAVEN, WHEREOF YE HEARD BEFORE IN THE WORD OF THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL; WHICH IS COME UNTO YOU, AS IT IS UNTO ALL THE WORLD." FOR IF, EVEN AT THAT TIME, THE TRADITION OF THE GOSPEL HAD SPREAD EVERYWHERE, HOW MUCH MORE NOW! NOW, IF IT IS OUR GOSPEL WHICH HAS SPREAD EVERYWHERE, RATHER THAN ANY HERETICAL GOSPEL, MUCH LESS MARCION'S, WHICH ONLY DATES FROM THE REIGN OF ANTONINUS, THEN OURS WILL BE THE GOSPEL OF THE APOSTLES. BUT SHOULD MARCION'S GOSPEL SUCCEED IN FILLING THE WHOLE WORLD, IT WOULD NOT EVEN IN THAT CASE BE ENTITLED TO THE CHARACTER OF APOSTOLIC. FOR THIS QUALITY, IT WILL BE EVIDENT, CAN ONLY BELONG TO THAT GOSPEL WHICH WAS THE FIRST TO FILL THE WORLD; IN OTHER WORDS, TO THE GOSPEL OF THAT GOD WHO OF OLD DECLARED THIS OF ITS PROMULGATION: "THEIR SOUND IS GONE OUT THROUGH ALL THE EARTH, AND THEIR WORDS TO THE END OF THE WORLD." HE CALLS CHRIST "THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD." WE IN LIKE MANNER SAY THAT THE FATHER OF CHRIST IS INVISIBLE, FOR WE KNOW THAT IT WAS THE SON WHO WAS SEEN IN ANCIENT TIMES (WHENEVER ANY APPEARANCE WAS VOUCHSAFED TO MEN IN THE NAME OF GOD) AS THE IMAGE OF (THE FATHER) HIMSELF. HE MUST NOT BE REGARDED, HOWEVER, AS MAKING ANY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A VISIBLE AND AN INVISIBLE GOD; BECAUSE LONG BEFORE HE WROTE THIS, WE FIND A DESCRIPTION OF OUR GOD TO THIS EFFECT: "NO MAN CAN SEE THE LORD, AND LIVE." IF CHRIST IS NOT "THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN BEFORE EVERY CREATURE," AS THAT "WORD OF GOD BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, AND WITHOUT WHOM NOTHING WAS MADE;" IF "ALL THINGS WERE" NOT "IN HIM CREATED, WHETHER IN HEAVEN OR ON EARTH, VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, WHETHER THEY BE THRONES OR DOMINIONS, OR PRINCIPALITIES, OR POWERS;" IF "ALL THINGS WERE" NOT "CREATED BY HIM AND FOR HIM" (FOR THESE TRUTHS MARCION OUGHT NOT TO ALLOW CONCERNING HIM), THEN THE APOSTLE COULD NOT HAVE SO POSITIVELY LAID IT DOWN, THAT "HE IS BEFORE ALL." FOR HOW IS HE BEFORE ALL, IF HE IS NOT BEFORE ALL THINGS? HOW, AGAIN, IS HE BEFORE ALL THINGS, IF HE IS NOT "THE FIRST-BORN OF EVERY CREATURE"--IF HE IS NOT THE WORD OF THE CREATOR? NOW HOW WILL HE BE PROVED TO HAVE BEEN BEFORE ALL THINGS, WHO APPEARED AFTER ALL THINGS? WHO CAN TELL WHETHER HE HAD A PRIOR EXISTENCE, WHEN HE HAS FOUND NO PROOF THAT HE HAD ANY EXISTENCE AT ALL? IN WHAT WAY ALSO COULD IT HAVE "PLEASED (THE FATHER) THAT IN HIM SHOULD ALL FULNESS DWELL?" FOR, TO BEGIN WITH, WHAT FULNESS IS THAT WHICH IS NOT COMPRISED OF THE CONSTITUENTS WHICH MARCION HAS REMOVED FROM IT, EVEN THOSE THAT WERE "CREATED IN CHRIST, WHETHER IN HEAVEN OR ON EARTH," WHETHER ANGELS OR MEN? WHICH IS NOT MADE OF THE THINGS THAT ARE VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE? WHICH CONSISTS NOT OF THRONES AND DOMINIONS AND PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS? IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, OUR FALSE APOSTLES AND JUDAIZING GOSPELERS HAVE IN TRADUCED ALL THESE THINGS OUT OF THEIR OWN STORES, AND MARTIAN HAS APPLIED THEM TO CONSTITUTE THE FULNESS OF HIS OWN GOD, (THIS HYPOTHESIS, ABSURD THOUGH IT BE, ALONE WOULD JUSTIFY HIM;) FOR HOW, ON ANY OTHER SUPPOSITION, COULD THE RIVAL AND THE DESTROYER OF THE CREATOR HAVE BEEN WILLING THAT HIS FULNESS SHOULD DWELL IN HIS CHRIST? TO WHOM, AGAIN, DOES HE "RECONCILE ALL THINGS BY HIMSELF, MAKING PEACE BY THE BLOOD OF HIS CROSS," BUT TO HIM WHOM THOSE VERY THINGS HAD ALTOGETHER OFFENDED, AGAINST WHOM THEY HAD REBELLED BY TRANSGRESSION, (BUT) TO WHOM THEY HAD AT LAST RETURNED? CONCILIATED THEY MIGHT HAVE BEEN TO A STRANGE GOD; BUT RECONCILED THEY COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN TO ANY OTHER THAN THEIR OWN GOD. ACCORDINGLY, OURSELVES "WHO WERE SOMETIME ALIENATED AND ENEMIES IN OUR MIND BY WICKED WORKS" DOES HE RECONCILE TO THE CREATOR, AGAINST WHOM WE HAD COMMITTED OFFENCE--WORSHIPPING THE CREATURE TO THE PREJUDICE OF THE CREATOR. AS, HOWEVER, HE SAYS ELSEWHERE, THAT THE CHURCH IS THE BODY OF CHRIST, SO HERE ALSO (THE APOSTLE) DECLARES THAT HE "FILLS UP THAT WHICH IS BEHIND OF THE AFFLICTIONS OF CHRIST IN HIS FLESH FOR HIS BODY'S SAKE, WHICH IS THE CHURCH." BUT YOU MUST NOT ON THIS ACCOUNT SUPPOSE THAT ON EVERY MENTION OF HIS BODY THE TERM IS ONLY A METAPHOR, INSTEAD OF MEANING REAL FLESH. FOR HE SAYS ABOVE THAT WE ARE "RECONCILED IN HIS BODY THROUGH DEATH;" MEANING, OF COURSE, THAT HE DIED IN THAT BODY WHEREIN DEATH WAS POSSIBLE THROUGH THE FLESH: (THEREFORE HE ADDS,) NOT THROUGH THE CHURCH (PER ECCLESIAM), BUT EXPRESSLY FAR THE SAKE OF THE CHURCH (PROPER ECCLESIAM), EXCHANGING BODY FOR BODY--ONE OF FLESH FOR A SPIRITUAL ONE. WHEN, AGAIN, HE WARNS THEM TO "BEWARE OF SUBTLE WORDS AND PHILOSOPHY," AS BEING "A VAIN DECEIT," SUCH AS IS "AFTER THE RUDIMENTS OF THE WORLD" (NOT UNDERSTANDING THEREBY THE MUNDANE FABRIC OF SKY AND EARTH, BUT WORLDLY LEARNING, AND "THE TRADITION OF MEN," SUBTLE IN THEIR SPEECH AND THEIR PHILOSOPHY), IT WOULD BE TEDIOUS, AND THE PROPER SUBJECT OF A SEPARATE WORK, TO SHOW HOW IN THIS SENTENCE (OF THE APOSTLE'S) ALL HERESIES ARE CONDEMNED, ON THE GROUND OF THEIR CONSISTING OF THE RESOURCES OF SUBTLE SPEECH AND THE RULES OF PHILOSOPHY. BUT (ONCE FOR ALL) LET MARCION KNOW THAT THE PRINCIPLE TERM OF HIS CREED COMES FROM THE SCHOOL OF EPICURUS, IMPLYING THAT THE LORD IS STUPID AND INDIFFERENT; WHEREFORE HE REFUSES TO SAY THAT HE IS AN OBJECT TO BE FEARED. MOREOVER, FROM THE PORCH OF THE STOICS HE BRINGS OUT MATTER, AND PLACES IT ON A PAR WITH THE DIVINE CREATOR. HE ALSO DENIES THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH, A TRUTH WHICH NONE OF THE SCHOOLS OF PHILOSOPHY AGREED TOGETHER TO HOLD. BUT HOW REMOTE IS OUR (CATHOLIC) VERITY FROM THE ARTIFICES OF THIS HERETIC, WHEN IT DREADS TO AROUSE THE ANGER OF GOD, AND FIRMLY BELIEVES THAT HE PRODUCED ALL THINGS OUT OF NOTHING, AND PROMISES TO US A RESTORATION FROM THE GRAVE OF THE SAME FLESH (THAT DIED) AND HOLDS WITHOUT A BLUSH THAT CHRIST WAS BORN OF THE VIRGIN'S WOMB! AT THIS, PHILOSOPHERS, AND HERETICS, AND THE VERY HEATHEN, LAUGH AND JEER. FOR "GOD HATH CHOSEN THE FOOLISH THINGS OF THE WORLD TO CONFOUND THE WISE"--THAT GOD, NO DOUBT, WHO IN REFERENCE TO THIS VERY DISPENSATION OF HIS THREATENED LONG BEFORE THAT HE WOULD "DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE." THANKS TO THIS SIMPLICITY OF TRUTH, SO OPPOSED TO THE SUBTLETY AND VAIN DECEIT OF PHILOSOPHY, WE CANNOT POSSIBLY HAVE ANY RELISH FOR SUCH PERVERSE OPINIONS. THEN, IF GOD "QUICKENS US TOGETHER WITH CHRIST, FORGIVING US OUR TRESPASSES," WE CANNOT SUPPOSE THAT SINS ARE FORGIVEN BY HIM AGAINST WHOM, AS HAVING BEEN ALL ALONG UNKNOWN, THEY COULD NOT HAVE BEEN COMMITTED. NOW TELL ME, MARCION, WHAT IS YOUR OPINION OF THE APOSTLE'S LANGUAGE, WHEN HE SAYS, "LET NO MAN JUDGE YOU IN MEAT, OR IN DRINK, OR IN RESPECT OF A HOLY DAY, OR OF THE NEW MOON, OR OF THE SABBATH, WHICH IS A SHADOW OF THINGS TO COME, BUT THE BODY IS OF CHRIST?" WE DO NOT NOW TREAT OF THE LAW, FURTHER THAN (TO REMARK) THAT THE APOSTLE HERE TEACHES CLEARLY HOW IT HAS BEEN ABOLISHED, EVEN BY PASSING FROM SHADOW TO SUBSTANCE--THAT IS, FROM FIGURATIVE TYPES TO THE REALITY, WHICH IS CHRIST. THE SHADOW, THEREFORE, IS HIS TO WHOM BELONGS THE BODY ALSO; IN OTHER WORDS, THE LAW IS HIS, AND SO IS CHRIST. IF YOU SEPARATE THE LAW AND CHRIST, ASSIGNING ONE TO ONE GOD AND THE OTHER TO ANOTHER, IT IS THE SAME AS IF YOU WERE TO AT TEMPT TO SEPARATE THE SHADOW FROM THE BODY OF WHICH IT IS THE SHADOW. MANIFESTLY CHRIST HAS RELATION TO THE LAW, IF THE BODY HAS TO ITS SHADOW. BUT WHEN HE BLAMES THOSE WHO ALLEGED VISIONS OF ANGELS AS THEIR AUTHORITY FOR SAYING THAT MEN MUST ABSTAIN FROM MEATS--"YOU MUST NOT TOUCH, YOU MUST NOT TASTE"-IN A VOLUNTARY HUMILITY, (AT THE SAME TIME) "VAINLY PUFFED UP IN THE FLESHLY MIND, AND NOT HOLDING THE HEAD," (THE APOSTLE) DOES NOT IN THESE TERMS ATTACK THE LAW OR MOSES, AS IF IT WAS AT THE SUGGESTION OF SUPERSTITIOUS ANGELS THAT HE HAD ENACTED HIS PROHIBITION OF SUNDRY ALIMENTS. FOR MOSES HAD EVIDENTLY RECEIVED THE LAW FROM GOD. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE SPEAKS OF THEIR "FOLLOWING THE COMMANDMENTS AND DOCTRINES OF MEN," HE REFERS TO THE CONDUCT OF THOSE PERSONS WHO "HELD NOT THE HEAD," EVEN HIM IN WHOM ALL THINGS ARE GATHERED TOGETHER; FOR THEY ARE ALL RECALLED TO CHRIST, AND CONCENTRATED IN HIM AS THEIR INITIATING PRINCIPLE--EVEN THE MEATS AND DRINKS WHICH WERE INDIFFERENT IN THEIR NATURE. ALL THE REST OF HIS PRECEPTS, AS WE HAVE SHOWN SUFFICIENTLY, WHEN TREATING OF THEM AS THEY OCCURRED IN ANOTHER EPISTLE, EMANATED FROM THE CREATOR, WHO, WHILE PREDICTING THAT "OLD THINGS WERE TO PASS AWAY," AND THAT HE WOULD "MAKE ALL THINGS NEW," COMMANDED MEN "TO BREAK UP FRESH GROUND FOR THEMSELVES," AND THEREBY TAUGHT THEM EVEN THEN TO PUT OFF THE OLD MAN AND PUT ON THE NEW. 
CHAP. XX.--THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS. THE VARIANCES AMONGST THE PREACHERS OF CHRIST NO ARGUMENT THAT THERE WAS MORE THAN ONE ONLY CHRIST. ST. PAUL'S PHRASES--FORM OF A SERVANT, LIKENESS, AND FASHION OF A MAN--NO SANCTION OF DOCETISM. NO ANTITHESIS (SUCH AS MARCION ALLEGED) IN THE GOD OF JUDAISM AND THE GOD OF THE GOSPEL DEDUCIBLE FROM CERTAIN CONTRASTS MENTIONED IN THIS EPISTLE.A PARALLEL WITH A PASSAGE IN GENESIS.THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY, AND THE CHANGE THEREOF. 
WHEN (THE APOSTLE) MENTIONS THE SEVERAL MOTIVES OF THOSE WHO WERE PREACHING THE GOSPEL, HOW THAT SOME, "WAXING CONFIDENT BY HIS BONDS, WERE MORE FEARLESS IN SPEAKING THE WORD," WHILE OTHERS "PREACHED CHRIST EVEN OUT OF ENVY AND STRIFE, AND AGAIN OTHERS OUT OF GOOD-WILL" MANY ALSO "OUT OF LOVE," AND CERTAIN "OUT OF CONTENTION," AND SOME "IN RIVALRY TO HIMSELF," HE HAD A FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY, NO DOUBT, OF TAXING WHAT THEY PREACHED WITH A DIVERSITY OF DOCTRINE, AS IF IT WERE NO LESS THAN THIS WHICH CAUSED SO GREAT A VARIANCE IN THEIR TEMPERS. BUT WHILE HE EXPOSES THESE TEMPERS AS THE SOLE CAUSE OF THE DIVERSITY, HE AVOIDS INCULPATING THE REGULAR MYSTERIES OF THE FAITH, AND AFFIRMS THAT THERE IS, NOTWITHSTANDING, BUT ONE CHRIST AND HIS ONE GOD, WHATEVER MOTIVES MEN HAD IN PREACHING HIM. THEREFORE, SAYS HE, IT MATTERS NOT TO ME "WHETHER IT BE IN PRETENSE OR IN TRUTH THAT CHRIST IS PREACHED," BECAUSE ONE CHRIST ALONE WAS ANNOUNCED, WHETHER IN THEIR "PRETENTIOUS" OR THEIR "TRUTHFUL" FAITH. FOR IT WAS TO THE FAITHFULNESS OF THEIR PREACHING THAT HE APPLIED THE WORD TRUTH, NOT TO THE RIGHTNESS OF THE RULE ITSELF, BECAUSE THERE WAS INDEED BUT ONE RULE; WHEREAS THE CONDUCT OF THE PREACHERS VARIED: IN SOME OF THEM IT WAS TRUE, I.E. SINGLE-MINDED, WHILE IN OTHERS IT WAS SOPHISTICATED WITH OVER-MUCH LEARNING. THIS BEING THE CASE, IT IS MANIFEST THAT THAT CHRIST WAS THE SUBJECT OF THEIR PREACHING WHO WAS ALWAYS THE THEME OF THE PROPHETS. NOW, IF IT WERE A COMPLETELY DIFFERENT CHRIST THAT WAS BEING INTRODUCED BY THE APOSTLE, THE NOVELTY OF THE THING WOULD HAVE PRODUCED A DIVERSITY (IN BELIEF.). FOR THERE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN WANTING, IN SPITE OF THE NOVEL TEACHING, MEN TO INTERPRET THE PREACHED GOSPEL OF THE CREATOR'S CHRIST, SINCE THE MAJORITY OF PERSONS EVERYWHERE NOW-A-DAYS ARE OF OUR WAY OF THINKING, RATHER THAN ON THE HERETICAL SIDE. SO THAT THE APOSTLE WOULD NOT IN SUCH A PASSAGE AS THE PRESENT ONE, HAVE REFRAINED FROM REMARKING AND CENSURING THE DIVERSITY. SINCE, HOWEVER, THERE IS NO BLAME OF A DIVERSITY, THERE IS NO PROOF OF A NOVELTY. OF COURSE, THE MARCIONITES SUPPOSE THAT THEY HAVE THE APOSTLE ON THEIR SIDE IN THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE IN THE MATTER OF CHRIST'S SUBSTANCE--THAT IN HIM THERE WAS NOTHING BUT A PHANTOM OF FLESH. FOR HE SAYS OF CHRIST, THAT, "BEING IN THE FORM OF GOD, HE THOUGHT IT NOT ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL WITH GOD; BUT EMPTIED HIMSELF, AND TOOK UPON HIM THE FORM OF A SERVANT," NOT THE REALITY, "AND WAS MADE IN THE LIKENESS OF MAN," NOT A MAN, "AND WAS FOUND IN FASHION AS A MAN," NOT IN HIS SUBSTANCE, THAT IS TO SAY, HIS FLESH; JUST AS IF TO A SUBSTANCE THERE DID NOT ACCRUE BOTH FORM AND LIKENESS AND FASHION. IT IS WELL FOR US THAT IN ANOTHER PASSAGE (THE APOSTLE) CALLS CHRIST "THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD." FOR WILL IT NOT FOLLOW WITH EQUAL FORCE FROM THAT PASSAGE, THAT CHRIST IS NOT TRULY GOD, BECAUSE THE APOSTLE PLACES HIM IN THE IMAGE OF GOD, IF, (AS MARCION CONTENDS,) HE IS NOT TRULY MAN BECAUSE OF HIS HAVING TAKEN ON HIM THE FORM OR IMAGE OF A MAN? FOR IN BOTH CASES THE TRUE SUBSTANCE WILL HAVE TO BE EXCLUDED, IF IMAGE (OR "FASHION") AND LIKENESS AND FORM SHALL BE CLAIMED FOR A PHANTOM. BUT SINCE HE IS TRULY GOD, AS THE SON OF THE FATHER, IN HIS FASHION AND IMAGE, HE HAS BEEN ALREADY BY THE FORCE OF THIS CONCLUSION DETERMINED TO BE TRULY MAN, AS THE SON OF MAN, "FOUND IN THE FASHION "AND IMAGE" OF A MAN." FOR WHEN HE PROPOUNDED HIM AS THUS "FOUND" IN THE MANNERS OF A MAN, HE IN FACT AFFIRMED HIM TO BE MOST CERTAINLY HUMAN. FOR WHAT IS FOUND, MANIFESTLY POSSESSES EXISTENCE. THEREFORE, AS HE WAS FOUND TO BE GOD BY HIS MIGHTY POWER, SO WAS HE FOUND TO BE MAN BY REASON OF HIS FLESH, BECAUSE THE APOSTLE COULD NOT HAVE PRONOUNCED HIM TO HAVE "BECOME OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH," IF HE HAD NOT BEEN CONSTITUTED OF A MORTAL SUBSTANCE. STILL MORE PLAINLY DOES THIS APPEAR FROM THE APOSTLE'S ADDITIONAL WORDS, "EVEN THE DEATH OF THE CROSS." FOR HE COULD HARDLY MEAN THIS TO BE A CLIMAX TO THE HUMAN SUFFERING, TO EXTOL THE VIRTUE OF HIS OBEDIENCE, IF HE HAD KNOWN IT ALL TO BE THE IMAGINARY PROCESS OF A PHANTOM, WHICH RATHER ELUDED THE CROSS THAN EXPERIENCED IT, AND WHICH DISPLAYED NO VIRTUE IN THE SUFFERING, BUT ONLY ILLUSION. BUT "THOSE THINGS WHICH HE HAD ONCE ACCOUNTED GAIN," AND WHICH HE ENUMERATES IN THE PRECEDING VERSE--"TRUST IN THE FLESH," THE SIGN OF "CIRCUMCISION," HIS ORIGIN AS "AN HEBREW OF THE HEBREWS," HIS DESCENT FROM "THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN," HIS DIGNITY IN THE HONORS OF THE PHARISEE--HE NOW RECKONS TO BE ONLY "LOSS" TO HIMSELF; (IN OTHER WORDS,) IT WAS NOT THE GOD OF THE JEWS, BUT THEIR STUPID OBDURACY, WHICH HE REPUDIATES. THESE ARE ALSO THE THINGS "WHICH HE COUNTS BUT DUNG FOR THE EXCELLENCY OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST" (BUT BY NO MEANS FOR THE REJECTION OF GOD THE CREATOR); "WHILST HE HAS NOT HIS OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHICH IS OF THE LAW, BUT THAT WHICH IS THROUGH HIM," I.E. CHRIST, "THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS OF GOD." THEN, SAY YOU, ACCORDING TO THIS DISTINCTION THE LAW DID NOT PROCEED FROM THE GOD OF CHRIST. SUBTLE ENOUGH! BUT HERE IS SOMETHING STILL MORE SUBTLE FOR YOU. FOR WHEN (THE APOSTLE) SAYS, "NOT (THE RIGHTEOUSNESS) WHICH IS OF THE LAW, BUT THAT WHICH IS THROUGH HIM," HE WOULD NOT HAVE USED THE PHRASE THROUGH HIM OF ANY OTHER THAN HIM TO WHOM THE LAW BELONGED. "OUR CONVERSATION," SAYS HE, "IS IN HEAVEN." I HERE RECOGNIZE THE CREATOR'S ANCIENT PROMISE TO ABRAHAM: "I WILL MULTIPLY THY SEED AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN." THEREFORE "ONE, STAR DIFFERETH FROM ANOTHER STAR IN GLORY." IF, AGAIN, CHRIST IN HIS ADVENT FROM HEAVEN "SHALL CHANGE THE BODY OF OUR HUMILIATION, THAT IT MAY BE FASHIONED LIKE UNTO HIS GLORIOUS BODY," IT FOLLOWS THAT THIS BODY OF OURS SHALL RISE AGAIN, WHICH IS NOW IN A STATE OF HUMILIATION IN ITS SUFFERINGS AND ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MORTALITY DROPS INTO THE GROUND. BUT HOW SHALL IT BE CHANGED, IF IT SHALL HAVE NO REAL EXISTENCE? IF, HOWEVER, THIS IS ONLY SAID OF THOSE WHO SHALL BE FOUND IN THE FLESH AT THE ADVENT OF GOD, AND WHO SHALL HAVE TO BE CHANGED," WHAT SHALL THEY DO WHO WILL RISE FIRST? THEY WILL HAVE NO SUBSTANCE FROM WHICH TO UNDERGO A CHANGE. BUT HE SAYS (ELSEWHERE), "WE SHALL BE CAUGHT UP TOGETHER WITH THEM IN THE CLOUDS, TO MEET THE LORD (IN THE AIR)." THEN, IF WE ARE TO BE CAUGHT UP ALONE WITH THEM, SURELY, WE SHALL LIKEWISE BE CHANGED TOGETHER WITH THEM. 
CHAP. XXI.--THE EPISTLE TO PHILEMON. THIS EPISTLE NOT MUTILATED. MARCION'S INCONSISTENCY IN ACCEPTING THIS, AND REJECTING THREE OTHER EPISTLES ADDRESSED TO INDIVIDUALS. CONCLUSIONS. TERTULLIAN VINDICATES THE SYMMETRY AND DELIBERATE PURPOSE OF HIS WORK AGAINST MARCION. 
TO THIS EPISTLE ALONE DID ITS BREVITY AVAIL TO PROTECT IT AGAINST THE FALSIFYING HANDS OF MARCION. I WONDER, HOWEVER, WHEN HE RECEIVED (INTO HIS APOSTOLICON) THIS LETTER WHICH WAS WRITTEN BUT TO ONE MAN, THAT HE REJECTED THE TWO EPISTLES TO TIMOTHY AND THE ONE TO TITUS, WHICH ALL TREAT OF ECCLESIASTICAL DISCIPLINE. HIS AIM, WAS, I SUPPOSE, TO CARRY OUT HIS INTERPOLATING PROCESS EVEN TO THE NUMBER OF (ST. PAUL'S) EPISTLES. AND NOW, READER, I BEG YOU TO REMEMBER THAT WE HAVE HERE ADDUCED PROOFS OUT OF THE APOSTLE, IN SUPPORT OF THE SUBJECTS WHICH WE PREVIOUSLY HAD TO HANDLE, AND THAT WE HAVE NOW BROUGHT TO A CLOSE THE TOPICS WHICH WE DEFERRED TO THIS (PORTION OF OUR) WORK. (THIS FAVOR I REQUEST OF YOU,) THAT YOU MAY NOT THINK THAT ANY REPETITION HERE HAS BEEN SUPERFLUOUS, FOR WE HAVE ONLY FULFILLED OUR FORMER ENGAGEMENT TO YOU; NOR LOOK WITH SUSPICION ON ANY POSTPONEMENT THERE, WHERE WE MERELY SET FORTH THE ESSENTIAL POINTS (OF THE ARGUMENT). IF YOU CAREFULLY EXAMINE THE ENTIRE WORK, YOU WILL ACQUIT US OF EITHER HAVING BEEN REDUNDANT HERE, OR DIFFIDENT THERE, IN YOUR OWN HONEST JUDGMENT. 
TERTULLIAN: AGAINST THE VALENTINIANS
TERTULLIAN AGAINST THE VALENTINIANS.
CHAP. I.--INTRODUCTORY. TERTULLIAN COMPARES THE HERESY TO THE OLD ELEUSINIAN MYSTERIES. BOTH SYSTEMS ALIKE IN PREFERRING CONCEALMENT OF ERROR AND SIN TO PROCLAMATION OF TRUTH AND VIRTUE. 
THE VALENTINIANS, WHO ARE NO DOUBT A VERY LARGE BODY OF HERETICS--COMPRISING AS THEY DO SO MANY APOSTATES FROM THE TRUTH, WHO HAVE A PROPENSITY FOR FABLES, AND NO DISCIPLINE TO DETER THEM (THEREFROM) CARE FOR NOTHING SO MUCH AS TO OBSCURE WHAT THEY PREACH, IF INDEED THEY (CAN BE SAID TO) PREACH WHO OBSCURE THEIR DOCTRINE. THE OFFICIOUSNESS WITH WHICH THEY GUARD THEIR DOCTRINE IS AN OFFICIOUSNESS WHICH BETRAYS THEIR GUILT. THEIR DISGRACE IS PROCLAIMED IN THE VERY EARNESTNESS WITH WHICH THEY MAINTAIN THEIR RELIGIOUS SYSTEM. NOW, IN THE CASE OF THOSE ELEUSINIAN MYSTERIES, WHICH ARE THE VERY HERESY OF ATHENIAN SUPERSTITION, IT IS THEIR SECRECY THAT IS THEIR DISGRACE. ACCORDINGLY, THEY PREVIOUSLY BESET ALL ACCESS TO THEIR BODY WITH TORMENTING CONDITIONS; AND THEY REQUIRE A LONG INITIATION BEFORE THEY ENROL (THEIR MEMBERS), EVEN INSTRUCTION DURING FIVE YEARS FOR THEIR PERFECT DISCIPLES, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY MOLD THEIR OPINIONS BY THIS SUSPENSION OF FULL KNOWLEDGE, AND APPARENTLY RAISE THE DIGNITY OF THEIR MYSTERIES IN PROPORTION TO THE CRAVING FOR THEM WHICH THEY HAVE PREVIOUSLY CREATED. THEN FOLLOWS THE DUTY OF SILENCE. CAREFULLY IS THAT GUARDED, WHICH IS SO LONG IN FINDING. ALL THE DIVINITY, HOWEVER, LIES IN THEIR SECRET RECESSES: THERE ARE REVEALED AT LAST ALL THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE FULLY INITIATED, THE ENTIRE MYSTERY OF THE SEALED TONGUE, THE SYMBOL OF VIRILITY. BUT THIS ALLEGORICAL REPRESENTATION, UNDER THE PRETEXT OF NATURE'S REVEREND NAME, OBSCURES A REAL SACRILEGE BY HELP OF AN ARBITRARY SYMBOL, AND BY EMPTY IMAGES OBVIATES THE REPROACH OF FALSEHOOD! IN LIKE MANNER, THE HERETICS WHO ARE NOW THE OBJECT OF OUR REMARKS, THE VALENTINIANS, HAVE FORMED ELEUSINIAN DISSIPATIONS OF THEIR OWN, CONSECRATED BY A PROFOUND SILENCE, HAVING NOTHING OF THE HEAVENLY IN THEM BUT THEIR MYSTERY. BY THE HELP OF THE SACRED NAMES AND TITLES AND ARGUMENTS OF TRUE RELIGION, THEY HAVE FABRICATED THE VAINEST AND FOULEST FIGMENT FOR MEN'S PLIANT LIKING, OUT OF THE AFFLUENT SUGGESTIONS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE, SINCE FROM ITS MANY SPRINGS MANY ERRORS MAY WELL EMANATE. IF YOU PROPOSE TO THEM INQUIRIES SINCERE AND HONEST, THEY ANSWER YOU WITH STERN LOOK AND CONTRACTED BROW, AND SAY, "THE SUBJECT IS PROFOUND." IF YOU TRY THEM WITH SUBTLE QUESTIONS, WITH THE AMBIGUITIES OF THEIR DOUBLE TONGUE, THEY AFFIRM A COMMUNITY OF FAITH (WITH YOURSELF). IF YOU INTIMATE TO THEM THAT YOU UNDERSTAND THEIR OPINIONS, THEY INSIST ON KNOWING NOTHING THEMSELVES. IF YOU COME TO A CLOSE ENGAGEMENT WITH THEM, THEY DESTROY YOUR OWN FOND HOPE OF A VICTORY OVER THEM BY A SELF-IMMOLATION. NOT EVEN TO THEIR OWN DISCIPLES DO THEY COMMIT A SECRET BEFORE THEY HAVE MADE SURE OF THEM. THEY HAVE THE KNACK OF PERSUADING MEN BEFORE INSTRUCTING THEM; ALTHOUGH TRUTH PERSUADES BY TEACHING, BUT DOES NOT TEACH BY FIRST PERSUADING. 
CHAP. II.--THESE HERETICS BRAND THE CHRISTIANS AS SIMPLE PERSONS. THE CHARGE ACCEPTED, AND SIMPLICITY EULOGIZED OUT OF THE SCRIPTURES. 
FOR THIS REASON, WE ARE BRANDED BY THEM AS SIMPLE, AND AS BEING MERELY SO, WITHOUT BEING WISE ALSO; AS IF INDEED WISDOM WERE COMPELLED TO BE WANTING IN SIMPLICITY, WHEREAS THE LORD UNITES THEM BOTH: "BE YE THEREFORE WISE AS SERPENTS, AND SIMPLE AS DOVES." NOW IF WE, ON OUR PARTS, BE ACCOUNTED FOOLISH BECAUSE WE ARE SIMPLE, DOES IT THEN FOLLOW THAT THEY ARE NOT SIMPLE BECAUSE THEY ARE WISE? MOST PERVERSE, HOWEVER, ARE THEY WHO ARE NOT SIMPLE, EVEN AS THEY ARE MOST FOOLISH WHO ARE NOT WISE. AND YET, (IF I MUST CHOOSE) I SHOULD PREFER TAKING THE LATTER CONDITION FOR THE LESSER FAULT; SINCE IT IS PERHAPS BETTER TO HAVE A WISDOM WHICH FALLS SHORT IN QUANTITY, THAN THAT WHICH IS BAD IN QUALITY--BETTER TO BE IN ERROR THAN TO MISLEAD. BESIDES, THE FACE OF THE LORD IS PATIENTLY WAITED FOR BY THOSE WHO "SEEK HIM IN SIMPLICITY OF HEART," AS SAYS THE VERY WISDOM--NOT OF VALENTINUS, BUT--OF SOLOMON. THEN, AGAIN, INFANTS HAVE BORNE BY THEIR BLOOD A TESTIMONY TO CHRIST. (WOULD YOU SAY) THAT IT WAS CHILDREN WHO SHOUTED "CRUCIFY HIM"? THEY WERE NEITHER CHILDREN NOR INFANTS; IN OTHER WORDS, THEY WERE NOT SIMPLE. THE APOSTLE, TOO, BIDS US TO "BECOME CHILDREN AGAIN" TOWARDS GOD, " TO BE AS CHILDREN IN MALICE" BY OUR SIMPLICITY, YET AS BEING ALSO "WISE IN OUR PRACTICAL FACULTIES." AT THE SAME TIME, WITH RESPECT TO THE ORDER OF DEVELOPMENT IN WISDOM, I HAVE ADMITTED THAT IT FLOWS FROM SIMPLICITY. IN BRIEF, "THE DOVE" HAS USUALLY SERVED TO FIGURE CHRIST; "THE SERPENT," TO TEMPT HIM. THE ONE EVEN FROM THE FIRST HAS BEEN THE HARBINGER OF DIVINE PEACE; THE OTHER FROM THE BEGINNING HAS BEEN THE DESPOILER OF THE DIVINE IMAGE. ACCORDINGLY, SIMPLICITY ALONE WILL BE MORE EASILY ABLE TO KNOW AND TO DECLARE GOD, WHEREAS WISDOM ALONE WILL RATHER DO HIM VIOLENCE, AND BETRAY HIM. 
CHAP. III.--THE FOLLY OF THIS HERESY. IT DISSECTS AND MUTILATES THE DEITY. CONTRASTED WITH THE SIMPLE WISDOM OF TRUE RELIGION. TO EXPOSE THE ABSURDITIES OF THE VALENTINIAN SYSTEM IS TO DESTROY IT. 
LET, THEN, THE SERPENT HIDE HIMSELF AS MUCH AS HE IS ABLE, AND LET HIM WREST ALL HIS WISDOM IN THE LABYRINTHS OF HIS OBSCURITIES; LET HIM DWELL DEEP DOWN IN THE GROUND; LET HIM WORM HIMSELF INTO SECRET HOLES; LET HIM UNROLL HIS LENGTH THROUGH HIS SINUOUS JOINTS; LET HIM TORTUOUSLY CRAWL, THOUGH NOT ALL AT ONCE, BEAST AS HE IS THAT SKULKS THE LIGHT. OF OUR DOVE, HOWEVER, HOW SIMPLE IS THE VERY HOME! ALWAYS IN HIGH AND OPEN PLACES, AND FACING THE LIGHT! AS THE SYMBOL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, IT LOVES THE (RADIANT) EAST, THAT FIGURE OF CHRIST. NOTHING CAUSES TRUTH A BLUSH, EXCEPT ONLY BEING HIDDEN, BECAUSE NO MAN WILL BE ASHAMED TO GIVE EAR THERETO. NO MAN WILL BE ASHAMED TO RECOGNIZE HIM AS GOD WHOM NATURE HAS ALREADY COMMENDED TO HIM, WHOM HE ALREADY PERCEIVES IN ALL HIS WORKS, HIM INDEED WHO IS SIMPLY, FOR THIS REASON, IMPERFECTLY KNOWN; BECAUSE MAN HAS NOT THOUGHT OF HIM AS ONLY ONE, BECAUSE HE HAS NAMED HIM IN A PLURALITY (OF GODS), AND ADORED HIM IN OTHER FORMS. YET, TO INDUCE ONESELF TO TURN FROM THIS MULTITUDE OF DEITIES TO ANOTHER CROWD, TO REMOVE FROM A FAMILIAR AUTHORITY TO AN UNKNOWN ONE, TO WRENCH ONESELF FROM WHAT IS MANIFEST TO WHAT IS HIDDEN, IS TO OFFEND FAITH ON THE VERY THRESHOLD. NOW, EVEN SUPPOSE THAT YOU ARE INITIATED INTO THE ENTIRE FABLE, WILL IT NOT OCCUR TO YOU THAT YOU HAVE HEARD SOMETHING VERY LIKE IT FROM YOUR FOND NURSE WHEN YOU WERE A BABY, AMONGST THE LULLABIES SHE SANG TO YOU ABOUT THE TOWERS OF LAMIA, AND THE HORNS OF THE SUN? LET, HOWEVER, ANY MAN APPROACH THE SUBJECT FROM A KNOWLEDGE OF THE FAITH WHICH HE HAS OTHERWISE LEARNED, AS SOON AS HE FINDS SO MANY NAMES OF AEONS, SO MANY MARRIAGES, SO MANY OFFSPRING’S, SO MANY EXITS, SO MANY ISSUES, FELICITIES AND INFELICITIES OF A DISPERSED AND MUTILATED DEITY, WILL THAT MAN HESITATE AT ONCE TO PRONOUNCE THAT THESE ARE "THE FABLES AND ENDLESS GENEALOGIES" WHICH THE INSPIRED APOSTLE BY ANTICIPATION CONDEMNED, WHILST THESE SEEDS OF HERESY WERE EVEN THEN SHOOTING FORTH? DESERVEDLY, THEREFORE, MUST THEY BE REGARDED AS WANTING IN SIMPLICITY, AND AS MERELY PRUDENT, WHO PRODUCE SUCH FABLES NOT WITHOUT DIFFICULTY, AND DEFEND THEM ONLY INDIRECTLY, WHO AT THE SAME TIME DO NOT THOROUGHLY INSTRUCT THOSE WHOM THEY TEACH. THIS, OF COURSE, SHOWS THEIR ASTUTENESS, IF THEIR LESSONS ARE DISGRACEFUL; THEIR UNKINDNESS, IF THEY ARE HONORABLE. AS FOR US, HOWEVER, WHO ARE THE SIMPLE FOLK, WE KNOW ALL ABOUT IT. IN SHORT, THIS IS THE VERY FIRST WEAPON WITH WHICH WE ARE ARMED FOR OUR ENCOUNTER; IT UNMASKS AND BRINGS TO VIEWS THE WHOLE OF THEIR DEPRAVED SYSTEM. AND IN THIS WE HAVE THE FIRST AUGURY OF OUR VICTORY; BECAUSE EVEN MERELY TO POINT OUT THAT WHICH IS CONCEALED WITH SO GREAT AN OUTLAY OF ARTIFICE, IS TO DESTROY IT. 
CHAP. IV.--THE HERESY TRACEABLE TO VALENTINUS, AN ABLE BUT RESTLESS MAN. MANY SCHISMATICAL LEADERS OF THE SCHOOL MENTIONED. ONLY ONE OF THEM SHOWS RESPECT TO THE MAN WHOSE NAME DESIGNATES THE ENTIRE SCHOOL. 
WE KNOW, I SAY, MOST FULLY THEIR ACTUAL ORIGIN, AND WE ARE QUITE AWARE WHY WE CALL THEM VALENTINIANS, ALTHOUGH THEY AFFECT TO DISAVOW THEIR NAME. THEY HAVE DEPARTED, IT IS TRUE, FROM THEIR FOUNDER, YET IS THEIR ORIGIN BY NO MEANS DESTROYED; AND EVEN IF IT, BY CHANCE, TO BE CHANGED, THE VERY CHANGE BEARS TESTIMONY TO THE FACT. VALENTINUS HAD EXPECTED TO BECOME A BISHOP, BECAUSE HE WAS AN ABLE MAN BOTH IN GENIUS AND ELOQUENCE. BEING INDIGNANT, HOWEVER, THAT ANOTHER OBTAINED THE DIGNITY BY REASON OF A CLAIM WHICH CONFESSORSHIP HAD GIVEN HIM, HE BROKE WITH THE CHURCH OF THE TRUE FAITH. JUST LIKE THOSE (RESTLESS) SPIRITS WHICH, WHEN ROUSED BY AMBITION, ARE USUALLY INFLAMED WITH THE DESIRE OF REVENGE, HE APPLIED HIMSELF WITH ALL HIS MIGHT TO EXTERMINATE THE TRUTH; AND FINDING THE CLUE OF A CERTAIN OLD OPINION, HE MARKED OUT A PATH FOR HIMSELF WITH THE SUBTLETY OF A SERPENT. PTOLEMAEUS AFTERWARDS ENTERED ON THE SAME PATH, BY DISTINGUISHING THE NAMES AND THE NUMBERS OF THE AENONS INTO PERSONAL SUBSTANCES, WHICH, HOWEVER, HE KEPT APART FROM GOD. VALENTINUS HAD INCLUDED THESE IN THE VERY ESSENCE OF THE DEITY, AS SENSES AND AFFECTIONS OF MOTION. SUNDRY BYPATHS WERE THEN STRUCK OFF THEREFROM, BY HERACLEAN AND SECUNDUS AND THE MAGICIAN MARCUS. THEOTIMUS WORKED HARD ABOUT "THE IMAGES OF THE LAW." VALENTINUS, HOWEVER, WAS AS YET NOWHERE, AND STILL THE VALENTINIANS DERIVE THEIR NAME FROM VALENTINUS. AXIONICUS AT ANTIOCH IS THE ONLY MAN WHO AT THE PRESENT TIME DOES HONOR TO THE MEMORY OF VALENTINUS, BY KEEPING HIS RULES TO THE FULL. BUT THIS HERESY IS PERMITTED TO FASHION ITSELF INTO AS MANY VARIOUS SHAPES AS A COURTEZAN, WHO USUALLY CHANGES AND ADJUSTS HER DRESS EVERY DAY. AND WHY NOT? WHEN THEY REVIEW THAT SPIRITUAL SEED OF THEIRS IN EVERY MAN AFTER THIS FASHION, WHENEVER THEY HAVE HIT UPON ANY NOVELTY, THEY FORTHWITH CALL THEIR PRESUMPTION A REVELATION, THEIR OWN PERVERSE INGENUITY A SPIRITUAL GIFT; BUT (THEY DENY ALL) UNITY, ADMITTING ONLY DIVERSITY. AND THUS, WE CLEARLY SEE THAT, SETTING ASIDE THEIR CUSTOMARY DISSIMULATION, MOST OF THEM ARE IN A DIVIDED STATE, BEING READY TO SAY (AND THAT SINCERELY) OF CERTAIN POINTS OF THEIR BELIEF, "THIS IS NOT SO;" AND, "I TAKE THIS IN A DIFFERENT SENSE;" AND, "I DO NOT ADMIT THAT." BY THIS VARIETY, INDEED, INNOVATION IS STAMPED ON THE VERY FACE OF THEIR RULES; BESIDES WHICH, IT WEARS ALL THE COLORABLE FEATURES OF IGNORANT CONCEITS. 
CHAP. V.--MANY EMINENT CHRISTIAN WRITERS HAVE CAREFULLY AND FULLY REFUTED THE HERESY.THESE THE AUTHOR MAKES HIS OWN GUIDES. 
MY OWN PATH, HOWEVER, LIES ALONG THE ORIGINAL TENETS OF THEIR CHIEF TEACHERS, NOT WITH THE SELF-APPOINTED LEADERS OF THEIR PROMISCUOUS FOLLOWERS. NOR SHALL WE HEAR IT SAID OF US FROM ANY QUARTER, THAT WE HAVE OF OUR OWN MIND FASHIONED OUR OWN MATERIALS, SINCE THESE HAVE BEEN ALREADY PRODUCED, BOTH IN RESPECT OF THE OPINIONS AND THEIR REFUTATIONS, IN CAREFULLY WRITTEN VOLUMES, BY SO MANY EMINENTLY HOLY AND EXCELLENT MEN, NOT ONLY THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED BEFORE US, BUT THOSE ALSO WHO WERE CONTEMPORARY WITH THE HERESIARCHS THEMSELVES: FOR INSTANCE JUSTIN, PHILOSOPHER AND MARTYR; MILTIADES, THE SOPHIST OF THE CHURCHES IRENAEUS, THAT VERY EXACT INQUIRER INTO ALL DOCTRINES; OUR OWN PROCULUS, THE MODEL OF CHASTE OLD AGE AND CHRISTIAN ELOQUENCE. ALL THESE IT WOULD BE MY DESIRE CLOSELY TO FOLLOW IN EVERY WORK OF FAITH, EVEN AS IN THIS PARTICULAR ONE. NOW IF THERE ARE NO HERESIES AT ALL BUT WHAT THOSE WHO REFUTE THEM ARE SUPPOSED TO HAVE FABRICATED, THEN THE APOSTLE WHO PREDICTED THEM S MUST HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF FALSEHOOD. IF, HOWEVER, THERE ARE HERESIES, THEY CAN BE NO OTHER THAN THOSE WHICH ARE THE SUBJECT OF DISCUSSION. NO WRITER CAN BE SUPPOSED TO HAVE SO MUCH TIME ON HIS HANDS AS TO FABRICATE MATERIALS WHICH ARE ALREADY IN HIS POSSESSION. 
CHAP. VI.--ALTHOUGH WRITING IN LATIN HE PROPOSES TO RETAIN THE GREEK NAMES OF THE VALENTINIAN EMANATIONS OF DEITY. NOT TO DISCUSS THE HERESY BUT ONLY TO EXPOSE IT. THIS WITH THE RAILLERY WHICH ITS ABSURDITY MERITS. 
IN ORDER THEN, THAT NO ONE MAY BE BLINDED BY SO MANY OUTLANDISH NAMES, COLLECTED TOGETHER, AND ADJUSTED AT PLEASURE, AND OF DOUBTFUL IMPORT, I MEAN IN THIS LITTLE WORK, WHEREIN WE MERELY UNDERTAKE TO PROPOUND THIS (HERETICAL) MYSTERY, TO EXPLAIN IN WHAT MANNER WE ARE TO USE THEM. NOW THE RENDERING OF SOME OF THESE NAMES FROM THE GREEK TO AS TO PRODUCE AN EQUALLY OBVIOUS SENSE OF THE WORD, IS BY NO MEANS AN EASY PROCESS: IN THE CASE OF SOME OTHERS, THE GENDERS, ARE NOT SUITABLE; WHILE OTHERS, AGAIN, ARE MORE FAMILIARLY KNOWN IN THEIR GREEK FORM. FOR THE MOST PART, THEREFORE, WE SHALL USE THE GREEK NAMES; THEIR MEANINGS WILL BE SEEN ON THE MARGINS OF THE PAGES. NOR WILL THE GREEK BE UNACCOMPANIED WITH THE LATIN EQUIVALENTS; ONLY THESE WILL BE MARKED IN LINES ABOVE, FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXPLAINING THE PERSONAL NAMES, RENDERED NECESSARY BY THE AMBIGUITIES OF SUCH OF THEM AS ADMIT SOME DIFFERENT MEANING. BUT ALTHOUGH I MUST POSTPONE ALL DISCUSSION, AND BE CONTENT AT PRESENT WITH THE MERE EXPOSITION (OF THE HERESY), STILL, WHEREVER ANY SCANDALOUS FEATURE SHALL SEEM TO REQUIRE A CASTIGATION, IT MUST BE ATTACKED BY ALL MEANS, IF ONLY WITH A PASSING THRUST. LET THE READER REGARD IT AS THE SKIRMISH BEFORE THE BATTLE. IT WILL BE MY DRIFT TO SHOW HOW TO WOUND RATHER THAN TO INFLICT DEEP GASHES. IF IN ANY INSTANCE MIRTH BE EXCITED, THIS WILL BE QUITE AS MUCH AS THE SUBJECT DESERVES. THERE ARE MANY THINGS WHICH DESERVE REFUTATION IN SUCH A WAY AS TO HAVE NO GRAVITY EXPENDED ON THEM. VAIN AND SILLY TOPICS ARE MET WITH ESPECIAL FITNESS BY LAUGHTER. EVEN THE TRUTH MAY INDULGE IN RIDICULE, BECAUSE IT IS JUBILANT; IT MAY PLAY WITH ITS ENEMIES, BECAUSE IT IS FEARLESS. ONLY WE MUST TAKE CARE THAT ITS LAUGHTER BE NOT UNSEEMLY, AND SO ITSELF BE LAUGHED AT; BUT WHEREVER ITS MIRTH IS DECENT, THERE IT IS A DUTY TO INDULGE IT. AND SO AT LAST I ENTER ON MY TASK. 
CHAP. VII.--THE FIRST EIGHT EMANATIONS, OR AEONS, CALLED THE OGDOAD, ARE THE FOUNTAIN OF ALL THE OTHERS. THEIR NAMES AND DESCENT RECORDED. 
BEGINNING WITH ENNIUS, THE ROMAN POET, HE SIMPLY SPOKE OF "THE SPACIOUS SALOONS OF HEAVEN,"--EITHER ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR ELEVATED SITE, OR BECAUSE IN HOMER HE HAD READ ABOUT JUPITER BANQUETING THEREIN. AS FOR OUR HERETICS, HOWEVER, IT IS MARVELOUS WHAT STORIES UPON STORIES AND WHAT HEIGHTS UPON HEIGHTS, THEY HAVE HUNG UP, RAISED AND SPREAD OUT AS A DWELLING FOR EACH SEVERAL GOD OF THEIRS. EVEN OUR CREATOR HAS HAD ARRANGED FOR HIM THE SALOONS OF ENNIUS IN THE FASHION OF PRIVATE ROOMS? WITH CHAMBER PILED UPON CHAMBER, AND ASSIGNED TO EACH GOD BY JUST AS MANY STAIRCASES AS THERE WERE HERESIES. THE UNIVERSE, IN FACT, HAS BEEN TURNED INTO "ROOMS TO LET." SUCH STORIES OF THE HEAVENS YOU WOULD IMAGINE TO BE DETACHED TENEMENTS IN SOME HAPPY ISLE OF THE BLESSED, I KNOW NOT WHERE. THERE THE GOD EVEN OF THE VALENTINIANS HAS HIS DWELLING IN THE ATTICS. THEY CALL HIM INDEED, AS TO HIS ESSENCE, AIWN TELEOS (PERFECT ÆON), BUT IN RESPECT OF HIS PERSONALITY, PROARKH (BEFORE THE BEGINNING), H'ARKH (THE BEGINNING), AND SOMETIMES BYTHOS (DEPTH), A NAME WHICH IS MOST UNFIT FOR ONE WHO DWELLS IN THE HEIGHTS ABOVE! THEY DESCRIBE HIM AS UNBEGOTTEN, IMMENSE, INFINITE, INVISIBLE, AND ETERNAL; AS IF, WHEN THEY DESCRIBED HIM TO BE SUCH AS WE KNOW THAT HE OUGHT TO BE, THEY STRAIGHTWAY PROVE HIM TO BE A BEING WHO MAY BE SAID TO HAVE HAD SUCH AN EXISTENCE EVEN BEFORE ALL THINGS ELSE. I INDEED INSIST UPON IT THAT HE IS SUCH A BEING; AND THERE IS NOTHING WHICH I DETECT IN BEINGS OF THIS SORT MORE OBVIOUS, THAN THAT THEY WHO ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN BEFORE ALL THINGS--THINGS, TOO, NOT THEIR OWN--ARE FOUND TO BE BEHIND ALL THINGS. LET IT, HOWEVER, BE GRANTED THAT THIS BYTHOS OF THEIRS EXISTED IN THE INFINITE AGES OF THE PAST IN THE GREATEST AND PROFOUNDEST REPOSE, IN THE EXTREME REST OF A PLACID AND, IF I MAY USE THE EXPRESSION, STUPID DIVINITY, SUCH AS EPICURUS HAS ENJOINED UPON US. AND YET, ALTHOUGH THEY WOULD HAVE HIM BE ALONE, THEY ASSIGN TO HIM A SECOND PERSON IN HIMSELF AND WITH HIMSELF, ENNOEA (THOUGHT), WHICH THEY ALSO CALL BOTH CHARIS (GRACE) AND SIGE (SILENCE). OTHER THINGS, AS IT HAPPENED, CONDUCED IN THIS MOST AGREEABLE REPOSE TO REMIND HIM OF THE NEED OF BY AND BY PRODUCING OUT OF HIMSELF THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS. THIS HE DEPOSITS IN LIEU OF SEED IN THE GENITAL REGION, AS IT WERE, OF THE WOMB OF HIS SIGE. INSTANTANEOUS CONCEPTION IS THE RESULT: SIGE BECOMES PREGNANT, AND IS DELIVERED, OF COURSE IN SILENCE; AND HER OFFSPRING IS NUS (MIND), VERY LIKE HIS FATHER AND HIS EQUAL IN EVERY RESPECT. IN SHORT, HE ALONE IS CAPABLE OF COMPREHENDING THE MEASURELESS AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE GREATNESS OF HIS FATHER. ACCORDINGLY, HE IS EVEN CALLED THE FATHER HIMSELF, AND THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS, AND, WITH GREAT PROPRIETY, MONOGENES (THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN). AND YET NOT WITH ABSOLUTE PROPRIETY, SINCE HE IS NOT BORN ALONE. FOR ALONG WITH HIM A FEMALE ALSO PROCEEDED, WHOSE NAME WAS VERITAS (TRUTH). BUT HOW MUCH MORE SUITABLY MIGHT MONOGENES BE CALLED PROTOGENES (FIRST-BEGOTTEN), SINCE HE WAS BEGOTTEN FIRST! THUS, BYTHOS AND SIGE, NUS. AND VERITAS, ARE ALLEGED TO BE THE FIRST FOURFOLD TEAM OF THE VALENTINIAN SET (OF GODS) THE PARENT STOCK AND ORIGIN OF THEM ALL. FOR IMMEDIATELY WHEN NUS RECEIVED THE FUNCTION OF A PROCREATION OF HIS OWN, HE TOO PRODUCES OUT OF HIMSELF SERMO (THE WORD) AND VITA (THE LIFE). IF THIS LATTER EXISTED NOT PREVIOUSLY, OF COURSE SHE EXISTED NOT IN BYTHOS. AND A PRETTY ABSURDITY WOULD IT BE, IF LIFE EXISTED NOT IN GOD! HOWEVER, THIS OFFSPRING ALSO PRODUCES FRUIT, HAVING FOR ITS MISSION THE INITIATION OF THE UNIVERSE AND THE FORMATION OF THE ENTIRE PLEROMA: IT PROCREATES HOMO (MAN) AND ECCLESIA (THE CHURCH). THUS YOU HAVE AN OGDOAD, A DOUBLE TETRA, OUT OF THE CONJUNCTIONS OF MALES AND FEMALES--THE CELLS (SO TO SPEAK) OF THE PRIMORDIAL ÆONS, THE FRATERNAL NUPTIALS OF THE VALENTINION GODS, THE SIMPLE ORIGINALS OF HERETICAL SANCTITY AND MAJESTY, A RABBLE--SHALL I SAY OF CRIMINALS OR OF DEITIES?  AT ANY RATE, THE FOUNTAIN OF ALL ULTERIOR FECUNDITY. 
CHAP. VIII.--THE NAMES AND DESCENT OF OTHER AEONS; FIRST HALF A SCORE, THEN TWO MORE, AND ULTIMATELY A DOZEN BESIDES. THESE THIRTY CONSTITUTE THE PLEROMA. BUT WHY BE SO CAPRICIOUS AS TO STOP AT THIRTY? 
FOR, BEHOLD, WHEN THE SECOND TETRAD--SERMO AND VITA, HOMO AND ECCLESIA--HAD BORNE FRUIT TO THE FATHER'S GLORY, HAVING AN INTENSE DESIRE OF THEMSELVES TO PRESENT TO THE FATHER SOMETHING SIMILAR OF THEIR OWN, THEY BRING OTHER ISSUE INTO BEING--CONJUGAL OF COURSE, AS THE OTHERS WERE--BY THE UNION OF THE TWOFOLD NATURE. ON THE ONE HAND, SERMO AND VITA POUR OUT AT A BIRTH A HALF-SCORE OF AEONS; ON THE OTHER HAND, HOMO AND ECCLESIA PRODUCE A COUPLE MORE, SO FURNISHING AN EQUIPOISE TO THEIR PARENTS, SINCE THIS PAIR WITH THE OTHER TEN MAKE UP JUST AS MANY AS THEY DID THEMSELVES PROCREATE. I NOW GIVE THE NAMES OF THE HALF-SCORE WHOM I HAVE MENTIONED: BYTHIOS (PROFOUND) AND MIXIS (MIXTURE), AGERATOS (NEVER OLD) AND HENOSIS (UNION), AUTOPHYES (ESSENTIAL NATURE) AND HEDONE (PLEASURE), ACINETOS (IMMOVEABLE) AND SYNCRASIS (COMMIXTURE,) MONOGENES (ONLY-BEGOTTEN) AND MACARIA (HAPPINESS). ON THE OTHER HAND, THESE WILL MAKE UP THE NUMBER TWELVE (TO WHICH I HAVE ALSO REFERRED): PARACLETUS (COMFORTER) AND PISTIS (FAITH), PATRICAS (PATERNAL) AND ELPIS (HOPE), METRICOS (MATERNAL) AND AGAPE (LOVE), AINOS (PRAISE) AND SYNESIS (INTELLIGENCE), ECCLESIASTICUS (SON OF ECCLESIA) AND MACARIOTES (BLESSEDNESS) THELETUS (PERFECT) AND SOPHIA (WISDOM). I CANNOT HELP HERE QUOTING FROM A LIKE EXAMPLE WHAT MAY SERVE TO SHOW THE IMPORT OF THESE NAMES. IN THE SCHOOLS OF CARTHAGE THERE WAS ONCE A CERTAIN LATIN RHETORICIAN, AN EXCESSIVELY COOL FELLOW, WHOSE NAME WAS PHOSPHORUS. HE WAS PERSONATING A MAN OF VALOUR, AND WOUND UP WITH SAYING, "I COME TO YOU, EXCELLENT CITIZENS, FROM BATTLE, WITH VICTORY FOR MYSELF, WITH HAPPINESS FOR YOU, FULL OF HONOUR, COVERED WITH GLORY, THE FAVOURITE OF FORTUNE, THE GREATEST OF MEN, DECKED WITH TRIUMPH." AND FORTHWITH HIS SCHOLARS BEGIN TO SHOUT FOR THE SCHOOL OF PHOSPHORUS, FEU (AH!) ARE YOU A BELIEVER IN FORTUNATA, AND HEDONE, AND ACINETUS, AND THELETUS? THEN SHOUT OUT YOUR FEU FOR THE SCHOOL OF PTOLEMY. THIS MUST BE THAT MYSTERY OF THE PLEROMA, THE FULNESS OF THE THIRTY-FOLD DIVINITY. LET US SEE WHAT SPECIAL ATTRIBUTES BELONG TO THESE NUMBERS--FOUR, AND EIGHT, AND TWELVE. MEANWHILE WITH THE NUMBER THIRTY ALL FECUNDITY CEASES. THE GENERATING FORCE AND POWER AND DESIRE OF THE ÆONS IS SPENT. AS IF THERE WERE NOT STILL LEFT SOME STRONG RENNET FOR CURDLING NUMBERS. AS IF NO OTHER NAMES WERE TO BE GOT OUT OF THE PAGE'S HALL! FOR WHY ARE THERE NOT SETS OF FIFTY AND OF A HUNDRED PROCREATED? WHY, TOO, ARE THERE NO COMRADES AND BOON COMPANIONS NAMED FOR THEM? 
CHAP. IX.--OTHER CAPRICIOUS FEATURES IN THE SYSTEM. THE AEONS UNEQUAL IN ATTRIBUTES. THE SUPERIORITY OF NUS; THE VAGARIES OF SOPHIA RESTRAINED BY HOROS. GRAND TITLES BORNE BY THIS LAST POWER. 
BUT, FURTHER, THERE IS AN "ACCEPTANCE OF PERSONS," INASMUCH AS NUS ALONE AMONG THEM ALL ENJOYS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE IMMEASURABLE FATHER, JOYOUS AND EXULTING, WHILE THEY OF COURSE PINE IN SORROW. TO BE SURE, NUS, SO FAR AS IN HIM LAY, BOTH WISHED AND TRIED TO IMPART TO THE OTHERS ALSO ALL THAT HE HAD LEARNT ABOUT THE GREATNESS AND INCOMPREHENSIBILITY OF THE FATHER; BUT HIS MOTHER, SIGE, INTERPOSED--SHE WHO (YOU MUST KNOW) IMPOSES SILENCE EVEN ON HER OWN BELOVED HERETICS; ALTHOUGH THEY AFFIRM THAT THIS IS DONE AT THE WILL OF THE FATHER, WHO WILL HAVE ALL TO BE INFLAMED WITH A LONGING AFTER HIMSELF. THUS, WHILE THEY ARE TORMENTING THEMSELVES WITH THESE INTERNAL DESIRES, WHILE THEY ARE BURNING WITH THE SECRET LONGING TO KNOW THE FATHER, THE CRIME IS ALMOST ACCOMPLISHED. FOR OF THE TWELVE AEONS WHICH HOMO AND ECCLESIA HAD PRODUCED, THE YOUNGEST BY BIRTH (NEVER MIND THE SOLECISM, SINCE SOPHIA (WISDOM) IS HER NAME), UNABLE TO RESTRAIN HERSELF, BREAKS AWAY WITHOUT THE SOCIETY OF HER HUSBAND THELETUS, IN QUEST OF THE FATHER AND CONTRACTS THAT KIND OF SIN WHICH HAD INDEED ARISEN AMONGST THE OTHERS WHO WERE CONVERSANT WITH NUS BUT HAD FLOWED ON TO THIS AEON, THAT IS, TO SOPHIA; AS IS USUAL WITH MALADIES WHICH, AFTER ARISING IN ONE PART OF THE BODY, SPREAD ABROAD THEIR INFECTION TO SOME OTHER LIMB. THE FACT IS, UNDER A PRETENSE OF LOVE TO THE FATHER, SHE WAS OVERCOME WITH A DESIRE TO RIVAL NUS, WHO ALONE REJOICED IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER. BUT WHEN SOPHIA, STRAINING AFTER IMPOSSIBLE AIMS, WAS DISAPPOINTED OF HER HOPE, SHE IS BOTH OVERCOME WITH DIFFICULTY, AND RACKED WITH AFFECTION. THUS, SHE WAS ALL BUT SWALLOWED UP BY REASON OF THE CHARM AND TOIL (OF HER RESEARCH), AND DISSOLVED INTO THE REMNANT OF HIS SUBSTANCE; NOR WOULD THERE HAVE BEEN ANY OTHER ALTERNATIVE FOR HER THAN PERDITION, IF SHE HAD NOT BY GOOD LUCK FALLEN IN WITH HORUS (LIMIT). HE TOO HAD CONSIDERABLE POWER. HE IS THE FOUNDATION OF THE GREAT UNIVERSE, AND, EXTERNALLY, THE GUARDIAN THEREOF. TO HIM THEY GIVE THE ADDITIONAL NAMES OF CRUX (CROSS), AND LYTROTES (REDEEMER,) AND CARPISTES (EMANCIPATOR). WHEN SOPHIA WAS THUS RESCUED FROM DANGER, AND TARDILY PERSUADED, SHE RELINQUISHED FURTHER RESEARCH AFTER THE FATHER, FOUND REPOSE, AND LAID ASIDE ALL HER EXCITEMENT, OR ENTHYMESIS (DESIRE,) ALONG WITH THE PASSION WHICH HAD COME OVER HER. 
CHAP. X.--ANOTHER ACCOUNT OF THE STRANGE ABERRATIONS OF SOPHIA, AND THE RESTRAINING SERVICES OF HORUS. SOPHIA WAS NOT HERSELF, AFTER ALL, EJECTED FROM THE PLEROMA, BUT ONLY HER ENTHYMESIS. 
BUT SOME DREAMERS HAVE GIVEN ANOTHER ACCOUNT OF THE ABERRATION AND RECOVERY OF SOPHIA. AFTER HER VAIN ENDEAVOURS, AND THE DISAPPOINTMENT OF HER HOPE, SHE WAS, I SUPPOSE, DISFIGURED WITH PALENESS AND EMACIATION, AND THAT NEGLECT OF HER BEAUTY WHICH WAS NATURAL TO ONE WHO WAS DEPLORING THE DENIAL OF THE FATHER, AN AFFLICTION WHICH WAS NO LESS PAINFUL THAN HIS LOSS. THEN, IN THE MIDST OF ALL THIS SORROW, SHE BY HERSELF ALONE, WITHOUT ANY CONJUGAL HELP, CONCEIVED AND BARE A FEMALE OFFSPRING. DOES THIS EXCITE YOUR SURPRISE? WELL, EVEN THE HEN HAS THE POWER OF BEING ABLE TO BRING FORTH BY HER OWN ENERGY. THEY SAY, TOO, THAT AMONG VULTURES THERE ARE ONLY FEMALES, WHICH BECOME PARENTS ALONE. AT ANY RATE, SHE WAS ANOTHER WITHOUT AID FROM A MALE, AND SHE BEGAN AT LAST TO BE AFRAID THAT HER END WAS EVEN AT HAND. SHE WAS ALL IN DOUBT ABOUT THE TREATMENT OF HER CASE, AND TOOK PAINS AT SELF-CONCEALMENT. REMEDIES COULD NOWHERE BE FOUND. FOR WHERE, THEN, SHOULD WE HAVE TRAGEDIES AND COMEDIES, FROM WHICH TO BORROW THE PROCESS OF EXPOSING WHAT HAS BEEN BORN WITHOUT CONNUBIAL MODESTY? WHILE THE THING IS IN THIS EVIL PLIGHT, SHE RAISES HER EYES, AND TURNS THEM TO THE FATHER. HAVING, HOWEVER, STRIVEN IN VAIN, AS HER STRENGTH WAS FAILING HER, SHE FALLS TO PRAYING. HER ENTIRE KINDRED ALSO, SUPPLICATES IN HER BEHALF, AND ESPECIALLY NUS. WHY NOT? WHAT WAS THE CAUSE OF SO VAST AN EVIL? YET NOT A SINGLE CASUALTY BEFELL SOPHIA WITHOUT ITS EFFECT. ALL HER SORROWS OPERATE. INASMUCH AS ALL THAT CONFLICT OF HERS CONTRIBUTES TO THE ORIGIN OF MATTER. HER IGNORANCE, HER FEAR, HER DISTRESS, BECOME SUBSTANCES. HEREUPON THE FATHER BY AND BY, BEING MOVED, PRODUCES IN HIS OWN IMAGE, WITH A VIEW TO THESE CIRCUMSTANCES THE HOROS WHOM WE HAVE MENTIONED ABOVE; (AND THIS HE DOES) BY MEANS OF MONOGENES NUS, A MALE-FEMALE (AEON), BECAUSE THERE IS THIS VARIATION OF STATEMENT ABOUT THE FATHER'S SEX. THEY ALSO GO ON TO TELL US THAT HOROS IS LIKEWISE CALLED METAGOGIUS, THAT IS, "A CONDUCTOR ABOUT," AS WELL AS HOROTHETES (SETTER OF LIMITS). BY HIS ASSISTANCE THEY DECLARE THAT SOPHIA WAS CHECKED IN HER ILLICIT COURSES, AND PURIFIED FROM ALL EVILS, AND HENCEFORTH STRENGTHENED (IN VIRTUE), AND RESTORED TO THE CONJUGAL STATE: (THEY ADD) THAT SHE INDEED REMAINED WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE PLEROMA, BUT THAT HER ENTHYMESIS, WITH THE ACCRUING PASSION, WAS BANISHED BY HOROS, AND CRUCIFIED AND CAST OUT FROM THE PLEROMA,-- EVEN AS THEY SAY, MALUM FOR AS! (EVIL, AVAUNT!) STILL, THAT WAS A SPIRITUAL ESSENCE, AS BEING THE NATURAL IMPULSE OF AN AEON, ALTHOUGH WITHOUT FORM OR SHAPE, INASMUCH AS IT HAD APPREHENDED NOTHING, AND THEREFORE WAS PRONOUNCED TO BE AN INFIRM AND FEMININE FRUIT. 
CHAP. XI.--THE PROFANE ACCOUNT GIVEN OF THE ORIGIN OF CHRIST AND THE HOLY GHOST STERNLY REBUKED. AN ABSURDITY RESPECTING THE ATTAINMENT OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD ABLY EXPOSED. 
ACCORDINGLY, AFTER THE BANISHMENT OF THE ENTHYMESIS, AND THE RETURN OF HER MOTHER SOPHIA TO HER HUSBAND, THE (ILLUSTRIOUS) MONOGENES, THE NUS, RELEASED INDEED FROM ALL CARE AND CONCERN OF THE FATHER, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT CONSOLIDATE ALL THINGS, AND DEFEND AND AT LAST FIX THE PLEROMA, AND SO PREVENT ANY CONCUSSION OF THE KIND AGAIN, ONCE MORE EMITS A NEW COUPLE (BLASPHEMOUSLY NAMED). I SHOULD SUPPOSE THE COUPLING OF TWO MALES TO BE A VERY SHAMEFUL THING, OR ELSE THE ONE MUST BE A FEMALE, AND SO THE MALE IS DISCREDITED BY THE FEMALE. ONE DIVINITY IS ASSIGNED IN THE CASE OF ALL THESE, TO PROCURE A COMPLETE ADJUSTMENT AMONG THE AEONS. EVEN FROM THIS FELLOWSHIP IN A COMMON DUTY TWO SCHOOLS ACTUALLY ARISE, TWO CHAIRS, AND, TO SOME EXTENT, THE INAUGURATION OF A DIVISION IN THE DOCTRINE OF VALENTINUS. IT WAS THE FUNCTION OF CHRIST TO INSTRUCT THE AEONS IN THE NATURE OF THEIR CONJUGAL RELATIONS (YOU SEE WHAT THE WHOLE THING WAS, OF COURSE!), AND HOW TO FORM SOME GUESS ABOUT THE UNBEGOTTEN, AND TO GIVE THEM THE CAPACITY OF GENERATING WITHIN THEMSELVES THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER; IT BEING IMPOSSIBLE TO CATCH THE IDEA OF HIM, OR COMPREHEND HIM, OR, IN SHORT, EVEN TO ENJOY ANY PERCEPTION OF HIM, EITHER BY THE EYE OR THE EAR, EXCEPT THROUGH MONOGENES (THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN). WELL, I WILL EVEN GRANT THEM WHAT THEY ALLEGE ABOUT KNOWING THE FATHER, SO THAT THEY DO NOT REFUSE US (THE ATTAINMENT OF) THE SAME. I WOULD RATHER POINT OUT WHAT IS PERVERSE IN THEIR DOCTRINE, HOW THEY WERE TAUGHT THAT THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE PART OF THE FATHER WAS THE CAUSE OF THEIR OWN PERPETUITY, WHILST THAT WHICH MIGHT BE COMPREHENDED OF HIM WAS THE REASON OF THEIR GENERATION AND FORMATION. NOW BY THESE SEVERAL POSITIONS THE TENET, I SUPPOSE, IS INSINUATED, THAT IT IS EXPEDIENT FOR GOD NOT TO BE APPREHENDED, ON THE VERY GROUND THAT THE INCOMPREHENSIBILITY OF HIS CHARACTER IS THE CAUSE OF PERPETUITY; WHEREAS WHAT IN HIM IS COMPREHENSIBLE IS PRODUCTIVE, NOT OF PERPETUITY, BUT RATHER OF CONDITIONS WHICH LACK PERPETUITY-NAMELY, NATIVITY AND FORMATION. THE SON, INDEED, THEY MADE CAPABLE OF COMPREHENDING THE FATHER. THE MANNER IN WHICH HE IS COMPREHENDED, THE RECENTLY PRODUCED CHRIST FULLY TAUGHT THEM. TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, HOWEVER, BELONGED THE SPECIAL GIFTS, WHEREBY THEY, HAVING BEEN ALL SET ON A COMPLETE PAR IN RESPECT OF THEIR EARNESTNESS TO LEARN, SHOULD BE ENABLED TO OFFER UP THEIR THANKSGIVING, AND BE INTRODUCED TO A TRUE TRANQUILITY. 
CHAP. XII.--THE STRANGE JUMBLE OF THE PLEROMA. THE FRANTIC DELIGHT OF THE MEMBERS THEREOF. THEIR JOINT CONTRIBUTION OF PARTS SET FORTH WITH HUMOROUS IRONY. 
THUS, THEY ARE ALL ON THE SELF-SAME FOOTING IN RESPECT OF FORM AND KNOWLEDGE, ALL OF THEM HAVING BECOME WHAT EACH OF THEM SEVERALLY IS; NONE BEING A DIFFERENT BEING, BECAUSE THEY ARE ALL WHAT THE OTHERS ARE. THEY ARE ALL TURNED INTO NUSES, INTO HOMOS, INTO THELETUSES; AND SO, IN THE CASE OF THE FEMALES, INTO SIGES, INTO ZOES, INTO ECCLESIAS, INTO FORUNATAS, SO THAT OVID WOULD HAVE BLOTTED OUT HIS OWN METAMORPHOSES IF HE HAD ONLY KNOWN OUR LARGER ONE IN THE PRESENT DAY. STRAIGHTWAY THEY WERE REFORMED AND THOROUGHLY ESTABLISHED, AND BEING COMPOSED TO REST FROM THE TRUTH, THEY CELEBRATE THE FATHER IN A CHORUS OF PRAISE IN THE EXUBERANCE OF THEIR JOY. THE FATHER HIMSELF ALSO REVELED IN THE GLAD FEELING; OF COURSE, BECAUSE HIS CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN SANG SO WELL. AND WHY SHOULD HE NOT REVEL IN ABSOLUTE DELIGHT? WAS NOT THE PLEROMA FREED (FROM ALL DANGER)? WHAT SHIP'S CAPTAIN FAILS TO REJOICE EVEN WITH INDECENT FROLIC? EVERY DAY WE OBSERVE THE UPROARIOUS EBULLITIONS OF SAILORS' JOYS. THEREFORE, AS SAILORS ALWAYS EXULT OVER THE RECKONING THEY PAY. IN COMMON, SO DO THESE AEONS ENJOY A SIMILAR PLEASURE, ONE AS THEY NOW ALL ARE IN FORM, AND, AS I MAY ADD, IN FEELING TOO. WITH THE CONCURRENCE OF EVEN THEIR NEW BRETHREN AND MASTERS, THEY CONTRIBUTE INTO ONE COMMON STOCK THE BEST AND MOST BEAUTIFUL THING WITH WHICH THEY ARE SEVERALLY ADORNED. VAINLY, AS I SUPPOSE. FOR IF THEY WERE ALL ONE BY REASON BY THE ABOVE-MENTIONED THOROUGH EQUALIZATION, THERE WAS NO ROOM FOR THE PROCESS OF A COMMON RECKONING, WHICH FOR THE MOST PART CONSISTS OF A PLEASING VARIETY. THEY ALL CONTRIBUTED THE ONE GOOD THING, WHICH THEY ALL WERE. THERE WOULD BE, IN ALL PROBABILITY, A FORMAL PROCEDURE IN THE MODE OR IN THE FORM OF THE VERY EQUALIZATION IN QUESTION. ACCORDINGLY, OUT OF THE DONATION WHICH THEY CONTRIBUTED TO THE HONOUR AND GLORY OF THE FATHER, THEY JOINTLY FASHION THE MOST BEAUTIFUL CONSTELLATION OF THE PLEROMA, AND ITS PERFECT FRUIT, JESUS. HIM THEY ALSO SURNAME SOTER (SAVIOUR) AND CHRIST, AND SERMO (WORD) AFTER HIS ANCESTORS; AND LASTLY OMNIA (ALL THINGS), AS FORMED FROM A UNIVERSALLY CULLED NOSEGAY, LIKE THE JAY OF AESOP, THE PANDORA OF HESIOD, THE BOWL OF ACCIUS, THE HONEY-CAKE OF NESTOR, THE MISCELLANY OF PTOLEMY. HOW MUCH NEARER THE MARK, IF THESE IDLE TITLE-MONGERS HAD CALLED HIM PANCARPIAN, AFTER CERTAIN ATHENIAN CUSTOMS. BY WAY OF ADDING EXTERNAL HONOUR ALSO TO THEIR WONDERFUL PUPPET, THEY PRODUCE FOR HIM A BODYGUARD OF ANGELS OF LIKE NATURE. IF THIS BE THEIR MUTUAL CONDITION, IT MAY BE ALL RIGHT; IF, HOWEVER, THEY ARE CONSUBSTANTIAL WITH SOTER (FOR I HAVE DISCOVERED HOW DOUBTFULLY THE CASE IS STATED), WHERE WILL BE HIS EMINENCE WHEN SURROUNDED BY ATTENDANTS WHO ARE CO-EQUAL WITH HIMSELF? 
CHAP. XIII.--FIRST PART OF THE SUBJECT, TOUCHING THE CONSTITUTION OF THE PLEROMA, BRIEFLY RECAPITULATED. TRANSITION' TO THE OTHER PART, WHICH IS LIKE A PLAY OUTSIDE THE CURTAIN. 
IN THIS SERIES, THEN, IS CONTAINED THE FIRST EMANATION OF AEONS, WHO ARE ALIKE BORN, AND ARE MARRIED, AND PRODUCE OFFSPRING: THERE ARE THE MOST DANGEROUS FORTUNES OF SOPHIA IN HER ARDENT LONGING FOR THE FATHER, THE MOST SEA SONABLE HELP OF HOROS, THE EXPIATION OF HER 
ENTHYMESIS AND ACCRUING PASSION, THE INSTRUCTION OF CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, THEIR TUTELAR REFORM OF THE AEONS, THE PIEBALD ORNAMENTATION OF SORER, THE CONSUBSTANTIAL RETINUE OF THE ANGELS. ALL THAT REMAINS, ACCORDING TO YOU, IS THE FALL OF THE CURTAIN AND THE CLAPPING OF HANDS. WHAT REMAINS IN MY OPINION, HOWEVER, IS, THAT YOU SHOULD HEAR AND TAKE HEED. AT ALL EVENTS, THESE THINGS ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN PLAYED OUT WITHIN THE COMPANY OF THE PLEROMA, THE FIRST SCENE OF THE TRAGEDY. THE REST OF THE PLAY, HOWEVER, IS BEYOND THE CURTAIN--I MEAN OUTSIDE OF THE PLEROMA. AND YET IF IT BE SUCH WITHIN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, WITHIN THE EMBRACE OF THE GUARDIAN HOROS, WHAT MUST IT BE OUTSIDE, IN FREE SPACE, WHERE GOD DID NOT EXIST? 
CHAP. XIV.--THE ADVENTURES OF ACHAMOTH OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA. THE MISSION OF CHRIST IN PURSUIT OF HER. HER LONGING FOR CHRIST. HOROS' HOSTILITY TO HER. HER CONTINUED SUFFERING. 
FOR ENTHYMESIS, OR RATHER ACHAMOTH--BECAUSE BY THIS INEXPLICABLE NAME ALONE MUST SHE BE HENCEFORTH DESIGNATED--WHEN IN COMPANY WITH THE VICIOUS PASSION, HER INSEPARABLE COMPANION, SHE WAS EXPELLED TO PLACES DEVOID OF THAT LIGHT WHICH IS THE SUBSTANCE OF THE PLEROMA, EVEN TO THE VOID AND EMPTY REGION OF EPICURUS, SHE BECOMES WRETCHED ALSO BECAUSE OF THE PLACE OF HER BANISHMENT. SHE IS INDEED WITHOUT EITHER FORM OR FEATURE, EVEN AN UNTIMELY AND ABORTIVE PRODUCTION. WHILST SHE IS IN THIS PLIGHT, CHRIST DESCENDS FROM THE HEIGHTS, CONDUCTED BY HOROS, IN ORDER TO IMPART FORM TO THE ABORTION, OUT OF HIS OWN ENERGIES, THE FORM OF SUBSTANCE ONLY, BUT NOT OF KNOWLEDGE ALSO. STILL SHE IS LEFT WITH SOME PROPERTY. SHE HAS RESTORED TO HER THE ODOUR OF IMMORTALITY, IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT, UNDER ITS INFLUENCE, BE OVERCOME WITH THE DESIRE OF BETTER THINGS THAN BELONGED TO HER PRESENT PLIGHT. HAVING ACCOMPLISHED HIS MERCIFUL MISSION, NOT WITHOUT THE ASSISTANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, CHRIST RETURNS TO THE PLEROMA. IT IS USUAL OUT OF AN ABUNDANCE OF THINGS FOR NAMES TO BE ALSO FORTHCOMING. ENTHYMESIS CAME FROM ACTION; WHENCE ACHAMOTH CAME IS STILL A QUESTION; SOPHIA EMANATES FROM THE FATHER, THE HOLY SPIRIT FROM AN ANGEL. SHE ENTERTAINS A REGRET LOT CHRIST IMMEDIATELY AFTER SHE HAD DISCOVERED HER DESERTION BY HIM. THEREFORE, SHE HURRIED FORTH HERSELF, IN QUEST OF THE LIGHT OF HIM WHOM SHE DID NOT AT ALL DISCOVER, AS HE OPERATED IN AN INVISIBLE MANNER; FOR HOW ELSE WOULD SHE MAKE SEARCH FOR HIS LIGHT, WHICH WAS AS UNKNOWN TO HER AS HE WAS HIMSELF? TRY, HOWEVER, SHE DID, AND PERHAPS WOULD HAVE FOUND HIM, HAD NOT THE SELF-SAME HOROS, WHO HAD MET HER MOTHER SO OPPORTUNELY, FALLEN IN WITH THE DAUGHTER QUITE AS UNSEASONABLY, SO AS TO EXCLAIM AT HER IAO! JUST AS WE HEAR THE CRY "PORRO QUIRITES" ("OUT OF THE WAY, ROMANS!"), OR ELSE FIDEM CAESARIS!" ("BY THE FAITH OF CAESAT!"), WHENCE (AS THEY WILL HAVE IT) THE NAME IAO COMES TO BE FOUND IS THE SCRIPTURES. BEING THUS HINDERED FROM PROCEEDING FURTHER, AND BEING UNABLE TO SURMOUNT THE CROSS, THAT IS TO SAY, HOROS, BECAUSE SHE HAD NOT YET PRACTISED HERSELF IN THE PART OF CATULLUS' LAUREOLUS, AND GIVEN OVER, AS IT WERE, TO THAT PASSION OF HERS IN A MANIFOLD AND COMPLICATED MESH, SHE BEGAN TO BE AFFLICTED WITH EVERY IMPULSE THEREOF, WITH SORROW,--BECAUSE SHE HAD NOT ACCOMPLISHED HER ENTERPRISE, WITH FEAR,--LEST SHE SHOULD LOSE HER LIFE, EVEN AS SHE HAD LOST THE LIGHT, WITH CONSTERNATION, AND THEN WITH IGNORANCE. BUT NOT AS HER MOTHER (DID SHE SUFFER THIS), FOR SHE WAS AN AEON. HERS, HOWEVER, WAS A WORSE SUFFERING, CONSIDERING HER CONDITION; FOR ANOTHER TIDE OF EMOTION STILL OVERWHELMED HER, EVEN OF CONVERSION TO THE CHRIST, BY WHOM SHE HAD BEEN RESTORED TO LIFE, AND HAD BEEN DIRECTED TO THIS VERY CONVERSION. 
CHAP. XV.--STRANGE ACCOUNT OF THE ORIGIN OF MATTER, FROM THE VARIOUS AFFECTIONS OF ACHAMOTH. THE WATERS FROM HER TEARS; LIGHT FROM HER SMILE. 
WELL, NOW, THE PYTHAGOREANS MAY LEARN, THE STOICS MAY KNOW, PLATO HIMSELF (MAY DISCOVER), WHENCE MATTER, WHICH THEY WILL HAVE TO BE UNBORN, DERIVED BOTH ITS ORIGIN AND SUBSTANCE FOR ALL THIS PILE OF THE WORLD-- (A MYSTERY) WHICH NOT EVEN THE RENOWNED MERCURIUS TRISMEGISTUS, MASTER (AS HE WAS) OF ALL PHYSICAL PHILOSOPHY, THOUGHT OUT. YOU HAVE JUST HEARD OF CONVERSION," ONE ELEMENT IN THE "PASSION" (WE HAVE SO OFTEN MENTIONED). OUT OF THIS THE WHOLE LIFE OF THE WORLD, AND EVEN THAT OF THE DEMIURGE HIMSELF, OUR GOD, IS SAID TO HAVE HAD ITS BEING. AGAIN, YOU HAVE HEARD OF "SORROW" AND "FEAR." FROM THESE ALL OTHER CREATED THINGS TOOK THEIR BEGINNING. FOR FROM HER TEARS FLOWED THE ENTIRE MASS OF WATERS. FROM THIS CIRCUMSTANCE ONE MAY FORM AN IDEA OF THE CALAMITY WHICH SHE ENCOUNTERED, SO VAST WERE THE KINDS OF THE TEARS WHEREWITH SHE OVERFLOWED. SHE HAD SALT TEAR-DROPS, SHE HAD BITTER, AND SWEET, AND WARM, AND COLD, AND BITUMINOUS, AND FERRUGINOUS, AND SULPHUROUS, AND EVEN POISONOUS, SO THAT THE NONACRIS EXUDED THEREFROM WHICH KILLED ALEXANDER; AND THE RIVER OF THE LYNCESTAE FLOWED FROM THE SAME SOURCE, WHICH PRODUCES DRUNKENNESS; AND THE SALMACIS WAS DERIVED FROM THE SAME SOURCE, WHICH RENDERS MEN EFFEMINATE. THE RAINS OF HEAVEN ACHAMOTH WHIMPERED FORTH, AND WE ON OUR PART ARE ANXIOUSLY EMPLOYED IN SAVING UP IN OUR CISTERNS THE VERY WAILS AND TEARS OF ANOTHER. IN LIKE MANNER, FROM THE "CONSTERNATION" AND "ALARM" (OF WHICH WE HAVE ALSO HEARD), BODILY ELEMENTS WERE DERIVED. AND YET AMIDST SO MANY CIRCUMSTANCES OF SOLITUDE, IN THIS VAST PROSPECT OF DESTITUTION, SHE OCCASIONALLY SMILED AT THE RECOLLECTION OF THE SIGHT OF CHRIST, AND FROM THIS SMILE OF JOY LIGHT FLASHED FORTH. HOW GREAT WAS THIS BENEFICENCE OF PROVIDENCE, WHICH INDUCED HER TO SMILE, AND ALL THAT WE MIGHT NOT LINGER FOR EVER IN THE DARK! NOR NEED YOU FEEL ASTONISHED HOW FROM HER JOY SO SPLENDID AN ELEMENT COULD HAVE BEAMED UPON THE WORLD, WHEN FROM HER SADNESS EVEN SO NECESSARY A PROVISION FLOWED FORTH FOR MAN. O ILLUMINATING SMILE! O IRRIGATING TEAR! AND YET IT MIGHT NOW HAVE ACTED AS SOME ALLEVIATION AMIDST THE HORROR OF HER SITUATION; FOR SHE MIGHT HAVE SHAKEN OFF ALL THE OBSCURITY THEREOF AS OFTEN AS SHE HAD A MIND TO SMILE, EVEN NOT TO BE OBLIGED TO TURN SUPPLIANT TO THOSE WHO HAD DESERTED HER. 
CHAP. XVI.--ACHAMOTH PURIFIED FROM ALL IMPURITIES OF HER PASSION BY THE PARACLETE, ACTING THROUGH SOTER, WHO OUT OF THE ABOVE-MENTIONED IMPURITIES ARRANGES MATTER, SEPARATING ITS EVIL FROM THE BETTER QUALITIES. 
SHE, TOO, RESORTS TO PRAYERS, AFTER THE MANNER OF HER MOTHER. BUT CHRIST, WHO NOW FELT A DISLIKE TO QUIT THE PLEROMA, APPOINTS THE PARACLETE AS HIS DEPUTY. TO HER, THEREFORE, HE DISPATCHES SOTER, (WHO MUST BE THE SAME AS JESUS, TO WHOM THE FATHER IMPARTED THE SUPREME POWER OVER THE WHOLE BODY OF THE AEONS, BY SUBJECTING THEM ALL TO HIM, SO THAT "BY HIM," AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "ALL THINGS WERE CREATED"), WITH A RETINUE AND CORTEGE OF CONTEMPORARY ANGELS, AND (AS ONE MAY SUPPOSE) WITH THE DOZEN FASCES. HEREUPON ACHAMOTH, BEING QUITE STRUCK WITH THE POMP OF HIS APPROACH, IMMEDIATELY COVERED HERSELF WITH A VEIL, MOVED AT FIRST WITH A DUTIFUL FEELING OF VENERATION AND MODESTY; BUT AFTERWARDS SHE SURVEYS HIM CALMLY, AND HIS PROLIFIC EQUIPAGE. WITH SUCH ENERGIES AS SHE HAD DERIVED FROM THE CONTEMPLATION, SHE MEETS HIM WITH THE SALUTATION, KURIE KAIRE (" HAIL, LORD ")! UPON THIS, I SUPPOSE, HE RECEIVES HER, CONFIRMS AND CONFORMS HER IN KNOWLEDGE, AS WELL AS CLEANSES HER FROM ALL THE OUTRAGES OF PASSION, WITHOUT, HOWEVER, UTTERLY SEVERING THEM, WITH AN INDISCRIMINATENESS LIKE THAT WHICH HAD HAPPENED IN THE CASUALTIES WHICH BEFELL HER MOTHER. FOR SUCH VICES AS HAD BECOME INVETERATE AND CONFIRMED BY PRACTICE HE THROWS TOGETHER; AND WHEN HE HAD CONSOLIDATED THEM IN ONE MASS, HE FIXES THEM IN A SEPARATE BODY, SO AS TO COMPOSE THE CORPOREAL CONDITION OF MATTER, EXTRACTING OUT OF HER INHERENT, INCORPOREAL PASSION SUCH AN APTITUDE OF NATURE AS MIGHT QUALIFY IT TO ATTAIN TO A RECIPROCITY OF BODILY SUBSTANCES, WHICH SHOULD EMULATE ONE ANOTHER, SO THAT A TWOFOLD CONDITION OF THE SUBSTANCES MIGHT BE ARRANGED; ONE FULL OF EVIL THROUGH ITS FAULTS, THE OTHER SUSCEPTIBLE OF PASSION FROM CONVERSION. THIS WILL PROVE TO BE MATTER, WHICH HAS SET US IN BATTLE ARRAY AGAINST HERMOGENES, AND ALL OTHERS WHO PRESUME TO TEACH THAT GOD MADE ALL THINGS OUT OF MATTER, NOT OUT OF NOTHING. 
CHAP. XVII.--ACHAMOTH IN LOVE WITH THE ANGELS. A PROTEST AGAINST THE LASCIVIOUS FEATURES OF VALENTINIANISM. ACHAMOTH BECOMES THE MOTHER OF THREE NATURES. 
THEN ACHAMOTH, DELIVERED AT LENGTH FROM ALL HER EVILS, WONDERFUL TO TELL GOES ON AND BEARS FRUIT WITH GREATER RESULTS. FOR WARMED WITH THE JOY OF SO GREAT AN ESCAPE FROM HER UNHAPPY CONDITION, AND AT THE SAME TIME HEATED WITH THE ACTUAL CONTEMPLATION OF THE ANGELIC LUMINARIES (ONE IS ASHAMED) TO USE SUCH LANGUAGE, BUT THERE IS NO OTHER WAY OF EXPRESSING ONE'S MEANING), SHE DURING THE EMOTION SOMEHOW BECAME PERSONALLY INFLAMED WITH DESIRE TOWARDS THEM, AND AT ONCE GREW PREGNANT WITH A SPIRITUAL CONCEPTION, AT THE VERY IMAGE OF WHICH THE VIOLENCE OF HER JOYOUS TRANSPORT, AND THE DELIGHT OF HER PRURIENT EXCITEMENT HAD IMBIBED AND IMPRESSED UPON HER. SHE AT LENGTH GAVE BIRTH TO AN OFFSPRING, AND THEN THERE AROSE A LEASH OF NATURES, FROM A TRIAD OF CAUSES, ONE MATERIAL, ARISING FROM HER PASSION; ANOTHER ANIMAL, ARISING FROM HER CONVERSION; THE THIRD SPIRITUAL, WHICH HAD ITS ORIGIN IN HER IMAGINATION. 
CHAP. XVIII.--BLASPHEMOUS OPINION CONCERNING THE ORIGIN OF THE DEMIURGE, SUPPOSED TO BE THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE. 
HAVING BECOME A BETTER PROFICIENT IN PRACTICAL CONDUCT BY THE AUTHORITY WHICH, WE MAY WELL SUPPOSE, ACCRUED TO HER FROM HER THREE CHILDREN, SHE DETERMINED TO IMPART FORM TO EACH OF THE NATURES. THE SPIRITUAL ONE HOWEVER, SHE WAS UNABLE TO TOUCH, INASMUCH AS SHE WAS HERSELF SPIRITUAL. FOR A PARTICIPATION IN THE SAME NATURE HAS, TO A VERY GREAT EXTENT, DISQUALIFIED LIKE AND CONSUBSTANTIAL BEINGS FROM HAVING SUPERIOR POWER OVER ONE ANOTHER. THEREFORE, SHE APPLIES HERSELF SOLELY TO THE ANIMAL NATURE, ADDUCING THE INSTRUCTIONS OF SOTER (FOR HER GUIDANCE). AND FIRST OF ALL (SHE DOES) WHAT CANNOT BE DESCRIBED AND READ, AND HEARD OF, WITHOUT AN INTENSE HORROR AT THE BLASPHEMY THEREOF: SHE PRODUCES THIS GOD OF OURS, THE GOD OF ALL EXCEPT OF THE HERETICS, THE FATHER AND CREATOR AND KING OF ALL THINGS, WHICH ARE INFERIOR TO HIM. FOR FROM HIM DO THEY PROCEED. IF, HOWEVER, THEY PROCEED FROM HIM, AND NOT RATHER FROM ACHAMOTH, OR IF ONLY SECRETLY FROM HER, WITHOUT HIS PERCEIVING HER, HE WAS IMPELLED TO ALL THAT HE DID, EVEN LIKE A PUPPET WHICH IS MOVED FROM THE OUTSIDE. IN FACT, IT WAS OWING TO THIS VERY AMBIGUITY ABOUT THE PERSONAL AGENCY IN THE WORKS WHICH WERE DONE, THAT THEY COINED FOR HIM THE MIXED NAME OF (MOTHERLY FATHER), WHILST HIS OTHER APPELLATIONS WERE DISTINCTLY ASSIGNED ACCORDING TO THE CONDITIONS AND POSITIONS OF HIS WORKS: SO THAT THEY CALL HIM FATHER IN RELATION TO THE ANIMAL SUBSTANCES TO WHICH THEY GIVE THE PLACE OF HONOUR ON HIS FIGHT HAND; WHEREAS, IN RESPECT OF THE MATERIAL SUBSTANCES WHICH THEY BANISH TO HIS LEFT HAND, THEY NAME HIM DEMIURGUS; WHILST HIS TITLE KING DESIGNATES HIS AUTHORITY OVER BOTH CLASSES, NAY OVER THE UNIVERSE. 
CHAP. XIX.--PALPABLE ABSURDITIES AND CONTRADICTIONS IN THE SYSTEM RESPECTING ACHAMOTH AND THE DEMIURGE. 
AND YET THERE IS NOT ANY AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PROPRIETY OF THE NAMES AND THAT OF THE WORKS, FROM WHICH ALL THE NAMES ARE SUGGESTED; SINCE ALL OF THEM OUGHT TO HAVE BORNE THE NAME OF HER BY WHOM THE THINGS WERE DONE, UNLESS AFTER ALL IT TURN OUT THAT THEY WERE NOT MADE BY HER. FOR, ALTHOUGH THEY SAY THAT ACHAMOTH DEVISED THESE FORMS IN HONOUR OF THE AEONS, THEY YET TRANSFER THIS WORK TO SOTER AS ITS AUTHOR, WHEN THEY SAY THAT HE OPERATED THROUGH HER, SO FAR AS TO GIVE HER THE VERY IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE AND UNKNOWN FATHER--THAT IS, THE IMAGE WHICH WAS UNKNOWN AND INVISIBLE TO THE DEMIURGE; WHILST HE FORMED THIS SAME DEMIURGE IN IMITATION OF NUS THE SON OF PROPATOR; AND WHILST THE ARCHANGELS, WHO WERE THE WORK OF THE DEMIURGE, RESEMBLED THE OTHER AEONS. NOW, WHEN I HEAR OF SUCH IMAGES OF THE THREE, I ASK, DO YOU NOT WISH ME TO LAUGH AT THESE PICTURES OF THEIR MOST EXTRAVAGANT PAINTER? AT THE FEMALE ACHAMOTH, A PICTURE OF THE FATHER? AT THE DEMIURGE, IGNORANT OF HIS MOTHER, MUCH MORE SO OF HIS FATHER? AT THE PICTURE OF NUS, IGNORANT OF HIS FATHER TOO, AND THE MINISTERING ANGELS, FACSIMILES OF THEIR LORDS? THIS IS PAINTING A MULE FROM AN ASS, AND SKETCHING PTOLEMY FROM VALENTINUS. 
CHAP. XX--THE DEMIURGE WORKS AWAY AT CREATION, AS THE DRUDGE OF HIS MOTHER ACHAMOTH, IN IGNORANCE ALL THE WHILE OF THE NATURE OF HIS OCCUPATION. 
THE DEMIURGE THEREFORE, PLACED AS HE WAS WITHOUT THE LIMITS OF THE PLEROMA IN THE IGNOMINIOUS SOLITUDE OF HIS ETERNAL EXILE, ROUNDED A NEW EMPIRE--THIS WORLD (OF OURS) BY CLEARING AWAY THE CONFUSION AND DISTINGUISHING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO SUBSTANCES WHICH SEVERALLY CONSTITUTED IT, THE ANIMAL AND THE MATERIAL. OUT OF INCORPOREAL (ELEMENTS) HE CONSTRUCTS BODIES, HEAVY, LIGHT, ERECT AND STOOPING, CELESTIAL AND TERRENE. HE THEN COMPLETES THE SEVENFOLD STAGES OF HEAVEN ITSELF, WITH HIS OWN THRONE ABOVE ALL. WHENCE HE HAD THE ADDITIONAL NAME OF SABBATUM FROM THE HEBDOMADAL NATURE OF HIS ABODE; HIS MOTHER ACHAMOTH, TOO, HAD THE TITLE OGDOADA, AFTER THE PRECEDENT OF THE PRIMEVAL OGDOADA. THESE HEAVENS, HOWEVER, THEY CONSIDER TO BE INTELLIGENT, AND SOMETIMES THEY MAKE ANGELS OF THEM, AS INDEED THEY DO OF THE DEMIURGE HIMSELF; AS ALSO (THEY CALL) PARADISE THE FOURTH ARCHANGEL, BECAUSE THEY FIX IT ABOVE THE THIRD HEAVEN, OF THE POWER OF WHICH ADAM PARTOOK, WHEN HE SOJOURNED THERE AMIDST ITS FLEECY CLOUDS AND SHRUBS. PTOLEMY REMEMBERED PERFECTLY WELL THE PRATTLE OF HIS BOYHOOD, THAT APPLES GREW IN THE SEA, AND FISHES ON THE TREE; AFTER THE SAME FASHION, HE ASSUMED THAT NUT-TREES FLOURISHED IN THE SKIES. THE DEMIURGE DOES HIS WORK IN IGNORANCE, AND THEREFORE PERHAPS HE IS UNAWARE THAT TREES OUGHT TO BE PLANTED ONLY ON THE GROUND. HIS MOTHER, OF COURSE, KNEW ALL ABOUT IT: HOW IS IT, THEN, THAT SHE DID NOT SUGGEST THE FACT, SINCE SHE WAS ACTUALLY EXECUTING HER OWN OPERATION? BUT WHILST BUILDING UP SO VAST AN EDIFICE FOR HER SON BY MEANS OF THOSE WORKS, WHICH PROCLAIM HIM AT ONCE TO BE FATHER, GOD AND, KING BEFORE THE CONCEITS OF THE VALENTINIANS, WHY SHE REFUSED TO LET THEM BE KNOWN TO EVEN HIM, IS A QUESTION WHICH I SHALL ASK AFTERWARDS. 
CHAP. XXI.--THE VANITY AS WELL AS IGNORANCE OF THE DEMIURGE. ABSURD RESULTS FROM SO IMPERFECT A CONDITION. 
MEANWHILE YOU MUST BELIEVE THAT SOPHIA HAS THE SURNAMES OF EARTH AND OF MOTHER--"MOTHER-EARTH," OF COURSE--AND (WHAT MAY EXCITE YOUR LAUGHTER STILL MORE HEARTILY) EVEN HOLY SPIRIT. IN THIS WAY THEY HAVE CONFERRED ALL HONOUR ON THAT FEMALE, I SUPPOSE EVEN A BEARD, NOT TO SAY OTHER THINGS. BESIDES, THE DEMIURGE HAD SO LITTLE MASTERY OVER THINGS, ON THE SCORE, YOU MUST KNOW, OF HIS INABILITY TO APPROACH SPIRITUAL ESSENCES, (CONSTITUTED AS HE WAS) OF ANIMAL ELEMENTS, THAT, IMAGINING HIMSELF TO BE THE ONLY BEING, HE UTTERED THIS SOLILOQUY: "I AM GOD, AND BESIDE ME THERE IS NONE ELSE." BUT FOR ALL THAT, HE AT LEAST WAS AWARE THAT HE HAD NOT HIMSELF EXISTED BEFORE. HE UNDERSTOOD, THEREFORE, THAT HE HAD BEEN CREATED, AND THAT THERE MUST BE A CREATOR OF A CREATURE OF SOME SORT OR OTHER. HOW HAPPENS IT, THEN, THAT HE SEEMED TO HIMSELF TO BE THE ONLY BEING, NOTWITHSTANDING HIS UNCERTAINTY, AND ALTHOUGH HE HAD, AT ANY RATE, SOME SUSPICION OF THE EXISTENCE OF SOME CREATOR? 
CHAP. XXII.--ORIGIN OF THE DEVIL, IN THE CRIMINAL EXCESS OF THE SORROW OF ACHAMOTH. THE DEVIL, CALLED ALSO MUNDITENENS, ACTUALLY WISER THAN THE DEMIURGE, ALTHOUGH HIS WORK. 
THE ODIUM FELT AMONGST THEM AGAINST THE DEVIL IS THE MORE EXCUSABLE, EVEN BECAUSE THE PECULIARLY SORDID CHARACTER OF HIS ORIGIN JUSTIFIES IT. FOR HE IS SUPPOSED BY THEM TO HAVE HAD HIS ORIGIN IN THAT CRIMINAL EXCESS OF HER SORROW, FROM WHICH THEY ALSO DERIVE THE BIRTH OF THE ANGELS, AND DEMONS, AND ALL THE WICKED SPIRITS. YET THEY AFFIRM THAT THE DEVIL IS THE WORK OF THE DEMIURGE, AND THEY CALL HIM MUNDITENENS (RULER OF THE WORLD), AND MAINTAIN THAT, AS HE IS OF A SPIRITUAL NATURE, HE HAS A BETTER KNOWLEDGE OF THE THINGS ABOVE THAN THE DEMIURGE, AN ANIMAL BEING. HE DESERVES FROM THEM THE PRE-EMINENCE WHICH ALL HERESIES PROVIDE HIM WITH. 
CHAP. XXIII.--THE RELATIVE POSITIONS OF THE PLEROMA. THE REGION OF ACHAMOTH, AND THE CREATION OF THE DEMIURGE. THE ADDITION OF FIRE TO THE VARIOUS ELEMENTS AND BODIES OF NATURE. 
THEIR MOST EMINENT POWERS, MOREOVER, THEY CONFINE WITHIN THE FOLLOWING LIMITS, AS IN A CITADEL. IN THE MOST ELEVATED OF ALL SUMMITS PRESIDES THE TRICENARY PLEROMA, HOROS MARKING OFF ITS BOUNDARY LINE. BENEATH IT, ACHAMOTH OCCUPIES THE INTERMEDIATE SPACE FOR HER ABODE, TREADING DOWN HER SON. FOR UNDER HER COMES THE DEMIURGE IN HIS OWN HEBDOMAD, OR RATHER THE DEVIL, SOJOURNING IN THIS WORLD IN COMMON WITH OURSELVES, FORMED, AS HAS BEEN SAID ABOVE, OF THE SAME ELEMENTS 
AND THE SAME BODY, OUT OF THE MOST PROFITABLE CALAMITIES OF SOPHIA; INASMUCH AS, (IF IT HAD NOT BEEN FOR THESE,) OUR SPIRIT WOULD HAVE HAD NO SPACE FOR INHALING AND EJECTING AIR--THAT DELICATE VEST OF ALL CORPOREAL CREATURES, THAT REVEALER OF ALL COLOURS, THAT INSTRUMENT OF THE SEASONS--IF THE SADNESS OF SOPHIA HAD NOT FILTERED IT, JUST AS HER FEAR DID THE ANIMAL EXISTENCE, AND HER CONVERSION THE DEMIURGE HIMSELF. INTO ALL THESE ELEMENTS AND BODIES FIRE WAS FANNED. NOW, SINCE THEY HAVE NOT AS YET EXPLAINED TO US THE ORIGINAL SENSATION OF THIS IN SOPHIA, I WILL ON MY OWN RESPONSIBILITY CONJECTURE THAT ITS SPARK WAS STRUCK OUT OF THE DELICATE EMOTIONS OF HER (FEVERISH GRIEF). FOR YOU MAY BE QUITE SURE THAT, AMIDST ALL HER VEXATIONS, SHE MUST HAVE HAD A GOOD DEAL OF FEVER. 
CHAP. XXIV.--THE FORMATION OF MAN BY THE DEMIURGE. HUMAN FLESH NOT MADE OF THE GROUND, BUT OF A NONDESCRIPT PHILOSOPHIC SUBSTANCE. 
SUCH BEING THEIR CONCEITS RESPECTING: GOD, OR, IF YOU LIKE, THE GODS, OF WHAT SORT ARE THEIR FIGMENTS CONCERNING MAN? FOR, AFTER HE HAD MADE THE WORLD, THE DEMIURGE TURNS HIS HANDS TO MAN, AND CHOOSES FOR HIM AS HIS SUBSTANCE NOT ANY PORTION OF "THE DRY LAND," AS THEY SAY, OF WHICH ALONE WE HAVE ANY KNOWLEDGE (ALTHOUGH IT WAS, AT THAT TIME, NOT YET DRIED BY THE WATERS BECOMING SEPARATED FROM THE EARTHY RESIDUUM, AND ONLY AFTERWARDS BECAME DRY), BUT OF THE INVISIBLE SUBSTANCE OF THAT MATTER, WHICH PHILOSOPHY INDEED DREAMS OF, FROM ITS FLUID AND FUSIBLE COMPOSITION, THE ORIGIN OF WHICH I AM UNABLE TO IMAGINE, BECAUSE IT EXISTS NOWHERE. NOW, SINCE FLUIDITY AND FUSIBILITY ARE QUALITIES OF LIQUID MATTER, AND SINCE EVERYTHING LIQUID FLOWED FROM SOPHIA'S TEARS, WE MUST, AS A NECESSARY CONCLUSION, BELIEVE THAT MUDDY EARTH IS CONSTITUTED OF SOPHIA'S EYE-RHEUM’S AND VISCID DISCHARGES, WHICH ARE JUST AS MUCH THE DREGS OF TEARS AS MUD IS THE SEDIMENT OF WATERS. THUS, DOES THE DEMIURGE MOLD MAN AS A POTTER DOES HIS CLAY, AND ANIMATES HIM WITH HIS OWN BREATH. MADE AFTER HIS IMAGE AND LIKENESS, HE WILL THEREFORE BE BOTH MATERIAL AND ANIMAL. A FOURFOLD BEING! FOR IN RESPECT OF HIS "IMAGE," HE MUST BE DEEMED CLAYEY, THAT IS TO SAY, MATERIAL, ALTHOUGH THE DEMIURGE IS NOT COMPOSED OF MATTER; BUT AS TO HIS "LIKENESS," HE IS ANIMAL, FOR SUCH, TOO, IS THE DEMIURGE. YOU HAVE TWO (OF HIS CONSTITUENT ELEMENTS). MOREOVER, A COATING OF FLESH WAS, AS THEY ALLEGE, AFTERWARDS PLACED OVER THE CLAYEY SUBSTRATUM, AND IT IS THIS TUNIC I OF SKIN WHICH IS SUSCEPTIBLE OF SENSATION. 
CHAP. XXV.--AN EXTRAVAGANT WAY OF ACCOUNTING FOR THE COMMUNICATION OF THE SPIRITUAL NATURE TO MAN. IT WAS FURTIVELY MANAGED BY ACHAMOTH, THROUGH THE UNCONSCIOUS AGENCY OF HER SON. 
IN ACHAMOTH, MOREOVER, THERE WAS INHERENT A CERTAIN PROPERTY OF A SPIRITUAL GERM, OF HER MOTHER SOPHIA'S SUBSTANCE; AND ACHAMOTH HERSELF HAD CAREFULLY SEVERED OFF (THE SAME QUALITY), AND IMPLANTED IT IN HER SON THE DEMIURGE, ALTHOUGH HE WAS ACTUALLY UNCONSCIOUS OF IT. IT IS FOR YOU TO IMAGINE THE INDUSTRY OF THIS CLANDESTINE ARRANGEMENT. FOR TO THIS END HAD SHE DEPOSITED AND CONCEALED (THIS GERM), THAT, WHENEVER THE DEMIURGE CAME TO IMPART LIFE TO ADAM BY HIS INBREATHING, HE MIGHT AT THE SAME TIME DRAW OFF FROM THE VITAL PRINCIPLE THE SPIRITUAL SEED, AND, AS BY A PIPE, INJECT IT INTO THE CLAYEY NATURE; IN ORDER THAT, BEING THEN FECUNDATED IN THE MATERIAL BODY AS IN A WOMB, AND HAVING FULLY GROWN THERE, IT MIGHT BE FOUND FIT FOR ONE DAY RECEIVING THE PERFECT WORD. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE DEMIURGE COMMITS TO ADAM THE TRANSMISSION OF HIS OWN VITAL PRINCIPLE, THE SPIRITUAL MAN LAY HID, ALTHOUGH INSERTED BY HIS BREATH, AND AT THE SAME TIME INTRODUCED INTO THE BODY, BECAUSE THE DEMIURGE KNEW NO MORE ABOUT HIS MOTHER'S SEED THAN ABOUT HERSELF. TO THIS SEED THEY GIVE THE NAME OF ECCLESIA (THE CHURCH), THE MIRROR OF THE CHURCH ABOVE, AND THE PERFECTION OF MAN; TRACING THIS PERFECTION FROM ACHAMOTH, JUST AS THEY DO THE ANIMAL NATURE FROM THE DEMIURGE, THE CLAYEY MATERIAL OF THE BODY (THEY DERIVE) FROM THE PRIMORDIAL SUBSTANCE, THE FLESH FROM MATTER. SO THAT YOU HAVE A NEW GERYON HERE, ONLY A FOURFOLD (RATHER THAN A THREEFOLD) MONSTER. 
CHAP. XXVI.--THE THREE SEVERAL NATURES--THE MATERIAL, THE ANIMAL, AND THE SPIRITUAL, AND THEIR SEVERAL DESTINATIONS. THE STRANGE VALENTINIAN OPINION ABOUT THE STRUCTURE OF SOTER'S NATURE. 
IN LIKE MANNER THEY ASSIGN TO EACH OF THEM A SEPARATE END. TO THE MATERIAL, THAT IS TO SAY THE CARNAL (NATURE), WHICH THEY ALSO CALL "THE LEFT-HANDED," THEY ASSIGN UNDOUBTED DESTRUCTION; TO THE ANIMAL (NATURE), WHICH THEY ALSO CALL "THE RIGHT-HANDED," A DOUBTFUL ISSUE, INASMUCH AS IT OSCILLATES BETWEEN THE MATERIAL AND THE SPIRITUAL, AND IS SURE TO FALL AT LAST ON THE SIDE TO WHICH IT HAS MAINLY GRAVITATED. AS REGARDS THE SPIRITUAL, HOWEVER, (THEY SAY) THAT IT ENTERS INTO THE FORMATION OF THE ANIMAL, IN ORDER THAT IT MAY BE EDUCATED IN COMPANY WITH IT AND BE DISCIPLINED BY REPEATED INTERCOURSE WITH IT. FOR THE ANIMAL (NATURE) WAS IN WANT OF TRAINING EVEN BY THE SENSES: FOR THIS PURPOSE, ACCORDINGLY, WAS THE WHOLE STRUCTURE OF THE WORLD PROVIDED; FOR THIS PURPOSE, ALSO DID SOTER (THE SAVIOUR) PRESENT HIMSELF IN THE WORLD--EVEN FOR THE SALVATION OF THE ANIMAL (NATURE). BY YET ANOTHER ARRANGEMENT THEY WILL HAVE IT THAT HE, IN SOME PRODIGIOUS WAY, CLOTHED HIMSELF WITH THE PRIMARY PORTIONS OF THOSE SUBSTANCES, THE WHOLE OF WHICH HE WAS GOING. TO RESTORE TO SALVATION; IN SUCH WISE THAT HE ASSUMED THE SPIRITUAL NATURE FROM ACHAMOTH, WHILST HE DERIVED THE ANIMAL (BEING), CHRIST, AFTERWARDS FROM THE DEMIURGE; HIS CORPORAL SUBSTANCE, HOWEVER, WHICH WAS CONSTRUCTED OF AN ANIMAL NATURE (ONLY WITH WONDERFUL AND INDESCRIBABLE SKILL), HE WORE FOR A DISPENSATIONAL PURPOSE, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT, IN SPITE OF HIS OWN UNWILLINGNESS, BE CAPABLE OF MEETING PERSONS, AND OF BEING SEEN AND TOUCHED BY THEM, AND EVEN OF DYING. BUT THERE WAS NOTHING MATERIAL ASSUMED BY HIM, INASMUCH AS THAT WAS INCAPABLE OF SALVATION. AS IF HE COULD POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN MORE REQUIRED BY ANY OTHERS THAN BY THOSE WHO WERE IN WANT OF SALVATION! AND ALL THIS, IN ORDER THAT BY SEVERING THE CONDITION OF OUR FLESH FROM CHRIST THEY MAY ALSO DEPRIVE IT OF THE HOPE OF SALVATION! 
CHAP. XXVII.--THE CHRIST OF THE DEMIURGE, SENT INTO THE WORLD BY THE VIRGIN. NOT OF HER. HE FOUND IN HER, NOT A MOTHER, BUT ONLY A PASSAGE OR CHANNEL. JESUS DESCENDED UPON CHRIST, AT HIS BAPTISM, LIKE A DOVE; BUT, BEING INCAPABLE OF SUFFERING, HE LEFT CHRIST TO DIE ON THE CROSS ALONE. 
I NOW ADDUCE (WHAT THEY SAY) CONCERNING CHRIST, UPON WHOM SOME OF THEM ENGRAFT JESUS WITH SO MUCH LICENSE, THAT THEY FOIST INTO HIM A SPIRITUAL SEED TOGETHER WITH AN ANIMAL INFLATUS. INDEED, I WILL NOT UNDERTAKE TO DESCRIBE THESE INCONGRUOUS CRAMMING’S, WHICH THEY HAVE CONTRIVED IN RELATION BOTH TO THEIR MEN AND THEIR GODS. EVEN THE DEMIURGE HAS A CHRIST OF HIS ON--HIS NATURAL SON. AN ANIMAL, IN SHORT, PRODUCED BY HIMSELF, PROCLAIMED BY THE PROPHETS--HIS POSITION BEING ONE WHICH MUST BE DECIDED BY PREPOSITIONS; IN OTHER WORDS, HE WAS PRODUCED BY MEANS OF A VIRGIN, RATHER THAN OF A VIRGIN! ON THE GROUND THAT, HAVING DESCENDED INTO THE VIRGIN RATHER IN THE MANNER OF A PASSAGE THROUGH HER THAN OF A BIRTH BY HER, HE CAME INTO EXISTENCE THROUGH HER, NOT OF HER--NOT EXPERIENCING A MOTHER IN HER, BUT NOTHING MORE THAN A WAY. UPON THIS SAME CHRIST, THEREFORE (SO THEY SAY.), JESUS DESCENDED IN THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM, IN THE LIKENESS OF A DOVE. MOREOVER, THERE WAS EVEN IN CHRIST ACCRUING FROM ACHAMOTH THE CONDIMENT OF A SPIRITUAL SEED, IN ORDER OF COURSE TO PREVENT THE CORRUPTION OF ALL THE OTHER STUFFING. FOR AFTER THE PRECEDENT OF THE PRINCIPAL TETRAD, THEY GUARD HIM WITH FOUR SUBSTANCES--THE SPIRITUAL ONE OF ACHAMOTH, THE ANIMAL ONE OF THE DEMIURGE, THE CORPOREAL ONE, WHICH CANNOT BE DESCRIBED, AND THAT OF SOTER, OR, IN OTHER, PHRASE, THE COLUMBINE. AS FOR SORER JESUS), HE REMAINED IN CHRIST TO THE LAST, IMPASSIBLE, INCAPABLE OF INJURY, INCAPABLE OF APPREHENSION. BY AND BY, WHEN IT CAME TO A QUESTION OF CAPTURE, HE DEPARTED FROM HIM DURING THE EXAMINATION BEFORE PILATE. IN LIKE MANNER, HIS MOTHER'S SEED DID NOT ADMIT OF BEING INJURED, BEING EQUALLY EXEMPT FROM ALL MANNER OF OUTRAGE, AND BEING UNDISCOVERED EVEN BY THE DEMIURGE HIMSELF. THE ANIMAL AND CARNAL CHRIST, HOWEVER, DOES SUFFER AFTER THE FASHION OF THE SUPERIOR CHRIST, WHO, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PRODUCING ACHAMOTH, HAD BEEN STRETCHED UPON THE CROSS, THAT IS, HOROS, IN A SUBSTANTIAL THOUGH NOT A COGNIZABLE FORM. IN THIS MANNER DO THEY REDUCE ALL THINGS TO MERE IMAGES--CHRISTIANS THEMSELVES BEING INDEED NOTHING BUT IMAGINARY BEINGS! 
CHAP. XXVIII.--THE DEMIURGE CURED OF HIS IGNORANCE BY THE SAVIOUR'S ADVENT, FROM WHOM HE HEARS OF THE GREAT FUTURE IN STORE FOR HIMSELF. 
MEANWHILE THE DEMIURGE, BEING STILL IGNORANT OF EVERYTHING, ALTHOUGH HE WILL ACTUALLY HAVE TO MAKE SOME ANNOUNCEMENT HIMSELF BY THE PROPHETS, BUT IS QUITE INCAPABLE OF EVEN THIS PART OF HIS DUTY (BECAUSE THEY DIVIDE AUTHORITY OVER THE PROPHETS BETWEEN ACHAMOTH, THE SEED, AND THE DEMIURGE), NO SOONER HEARD OF THE ADVENT OF SORER (SAVIOUR) THAN HE RUNS TO HIM WITH HASTE AND JOY, WITH ALL HIS MIGHT, LIKE THE CENTURION IN THE GOSPEL. AND BEING ENLIGHTENED BY HIM ON ALL POINTS, HE LEARNS FROM HIM ALSO OF HIS OWN PROSPECT HOW THAT HE IS TO SUCCEED TO HIS MOTHER'S PLACE. BEING THENCEFORTH FREE FROM ALL CARE, HE CARRIES ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THIS WORLD, MAINLY UNDER THE PLEA OF PROTECTING THE CHURCH, FOR AS LONG A TIME AS MAY BE NECESSARY AND PROPER. 
CHAP. XXIX.--THE THREE NATURES AGAIN ADVERTED TO. THEY ARE ALL EXEMPLIFIED AMONGST MEN. FOR INSTANCE, BY CAIN, AND ABEL, AND SETH. 
I WILL NOW COLLECT FROM DIFFERENT SOURCES, BY WAY OF CONCLUSION, WHAT THEY AFFIRM CONCERNING THE DISPENSATION OF THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE. HAVING AT FIRST STATED THEIR VIEWS AS TO MAN'S THREEFOLD NATURE--WHICH WAS, HOWEVER, UNITED IN ONE IN THE CASE OF ADAM--THEY THEN PROCEED AFTER HIM TO DIVIDE IT (INTO THREE) WITH THEIR ESPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS, FINDING OPPORTUNITY FOR SUCH DISTINCTION IN THE POSTERITY OF ADAM HIMSELF, IN WHICH OCCURS A THREEFOLD DIVISION AS TO MORAL DIFFERENCES. CAIN AND ABEL, AND SETH, WHO WERE IN A CERTAIN SENSE THE SOURCES OF THE HUMAN RACE, BECOME THE FOUNTAIN-HEADS OF JUST AS MANY QUALITIES OF NATURE AND ESSENTIAL CHARACTER. THE MATERIAL NATURE, WHICH HAD BECOME REPROBATE FOR SALVATION, THEY ASSIGN TO CAIN; THE ANIMAL NATURE, WHICH WAS POISED BETWEEN DIVERGENT HOPES, THEY FIND IN ABEL; THE SPIRITUAL, PREORDAINED FOR CERTAIN SALVATION, THEY STORE UP IN SETH. IN THIS WAY ALSO THEY MAKE A TWOFOLD DISTINCTION AMONG SOULS, AS TO THEIR PROPERTY OF GOOD AND EVIL--ACCORDING TO THE MATERIAL CONDITION DERIVED FROM CAIN, OR THE ANIMAL FROM ABEL. MEN'S SPIRITUAL STATE THEY DERIVE OVER AND ABOVE THE OTHER CONDITIONS, FROM SETH ADVENTITIOUSLY, NOT IN THE WAY OF NATURE, BUT OF GRACE, IN SUCH WISE THAT ACHAMOTH INFUSES IT AMONG SUPERIOR BEINGS LIKE RAIN INTO GOOD SOULS, THAT IS, THOSE WHO ARE ENROLLED IN THE ANIMAL CLASS. WHEREAS THE MATERIAL CLASS--IN OTHER WORDS, THOSE WHICH ARE BAD SOULS--THEY SAY, NEVER RECEIVE THE BLESSINGS OF SALVATION; FOR THAT NATURE THEY HAVE PRONOUNCED TO BE INCAPABLE OF ANY CHANGE OR REFORM IN ITS NATURAL CONDITION. THIS GRAIN, THEN, OF SPIRITUAL SEED IS MODEST AND VERY SMALL WHEN CAST FROM HER HAND, BUT UNDER HER INSTRUCTION INCREASES AND ADVANCES INTO FULL CONVICTION, AS WE HAVE ALREADY SAID; AND THE SOULS, ON THIS VERY ACCOUNT, SO MUCH EXCELLED ALL OTHERS, THAT THE DEMIURGE, EVEN THEN IN HIS IGNORANCE, HELD THEM IN GREAT ESTEEM. FOR IT WAS FROM THEIR LIST THAT HE HAD BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO SELECT MEN FOR KINGS AND FOR PRIESTS; AND THESE EVEN NOW, IF THEY HAVE ONCE ATTAINED TO A FULL AND COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE OF THESE FOOLISH CONCEITS OF THEIRS, SINCE THEY ARE ALREADY NATURALIZED IN THE FRATERNAL BOND OF THE SPIRITUAL STATE, WILL OBTAIN A SURE SALVATION, NAY, ONE WHICH IS ON ALL ACCOUNTS THEIR DUE. 
CHAP. XXX.--THE LAX AND DANGEROUS VIEWS OF THIS SECT RESPECTING GOOD WORKS, THAT THESE ARE UNNECESSARY TO THE SPIRITUAL MAN. 
FOR THIS REASON, IT IS THAT THEY NEITHER REGARD WORKS AS NECESSARY FOR THEMSELVES, NOR DO THEY OBSERVE ANY OF THE CALLS OF DUTY, ELUDING EVEN THE NECESSITY OF MARTYRDOM ON ANY PRETENSE WHICH MAY SUIT THEIR PLEASURE. FOR THIS RULE, (THEY SAY), IS ENJOINED UPON THE ANIMAL SEED, IN ORDER THAT THE SALVATION, WHICH WE DO NOT POSSESS BY ANY PRIVILEGE OF OUR STATE, WE MAY WORK OUT BY RIGHT OF OUR CONDUCT. UPON US, WHO ARE OF AN IMPERFECT NATURE, IS IMPRINTED THE MARK OF THIS (ANIMAL) SEED, BECAUSE WE ARE RECKONED AS SPRUNG FROM THE LOVES OF THELETUS, AND CONSEQUENTLY AS AN ABORTION, JUST AS THEIR MOTHER WAS. BUT WOE TO US INDEED, SHOULD WE IN ANY POINT TRANSGRESS THE YOKE OF DISCIPLINE, SHOULD WE GROW DULL IN THE WORKS OF HOLINESS AND JUSTICE, SHOULD WE DESIRE TO MAKE OUR CONFESSION ANYWHERE ELSE, I KNOW NOT WHERE, AND NOT BEFORE THE POWERS OF THIS WORLD AT THE TRIBUNALS OF THE CHIEF MAGISTRATES! AS FOR THEM, HOWEVER, THEY MAY PROVE THEIR NOBILITY BY THE DISSOLUTENESS OF THEIR LIFE AND THEIR DILIGENCE IN SIN, SINCE ACHAMOTH FAWNS ON THEM AS HER OWN; FOR SHE, TOO, FOUND SIN NO UNPROFITABLE PURSUIT. NOW IT IS HELD AMONGST THEM, THAT, FOR THE PURPOSE OF HONOURING THE CELESTIAL MARRIAGES, IT IS NECESSARY TO CONTEMPLATE AND CELEBRATE THE MYSTERY ALWAYS BY CLEAVING TO A COMPANION, THAT, IS TO A WOMAN; OTHERWISE (THEY ACCOUNT ANY MAN) DEGENERATE, AND A BASTARD TO THE TRUTH, WHO SPENDS HIS LIFE IN THE WORLD WITHOUT LOVING A WOMAN OR UNITING HIMSELF TO HER. THEN WHAT IS TO BECOME OF THE EUNUCHS WHOM WE SEE AMONGST THEM? 
CHAP. XXXI.--AT THE LAST DAY GREAT CHANGES TAKE PLACE AMONGST THE AEONS AS WELL AS AMONG MEN. HOW ACHAMOTH AND THE DEMIURGE ARE AFFECTED THEN. IRONY ON THE SUBJECT. 
IT REMAINS THAT WE SAY SOMETHING ABOUT THE END OF THE WORLD, AND THE DISPENSING OF REWARD. AS SOON AS ACHAMOTH HAS COMPLETED THE FULL HARVEST OF HER SEED, AND HAS THEN PROCEEDED TO GATHER IT INTO HER GARNER, OR, AFTER IT HAS BEEN TAKEN TO THE MILL AND GROUND TO FLOUR, HAS HIDDEN IT IN THE KNEADING-TROUGH WITH YEAST UNTIL THE WHOLE BE LEAVENED, THEN SHALL THE END SPEEDILY COME. THEN, TO BEGIN WITH, ACHAMOTH HERSELF REMOVES FROM THE MIDDLE REGION, FROM THE SECOND STAGE TO THE HIGHEST, SINCE SHE IS RESTORED TO THE PLEROMA: SHE IS IMMEDIATELY RECEIVED BY THAT PARAGON OF PERFECTION SORER, AS HER SPOUSE OF COURSE, AND THEY TWO AFTERWARDS CONSUMMATE NEW NUPTIALS. THIS MUST BE THE SPOUSE OF THE SCRIPTURE, THE PLEROMA OF ESPOUSALS (FOR YOU MIGHT SUPPOSE THAT THE JULIAN LAWS WERE INTERPOSING, SINCE THERE ARE THESE MIGRATIONS FROM PLACE TO PLACE). IN LIKE MANNER, THE DEMIURGE, TOO, WILL THEN CHANGE THE SCENE OF HIS ABODE FROM THE CELESTIAL HEBDOMAD TO THE HIGHER REGIONS, TO HIS MOTHER'S NOW VACANT SALOON--BY THIS TIME KNOWING HER, WITHOUT HOWEVER SEEING HER. (A HAPPY COINCIDENCE!) FOR IF HE HAD CAUGHT A GLANCE OF HER, HE WOULD HAVE PREFERRED NEVER TO HAVE KNOWN HER. 
CHAP. XXXII.--INDIGNANT IRONY EXPOSING THE VALENTINIAN FABLE ABOUT THE JUDICIAL TREATMENT OF MANKIND AT THE LAST JUDGMENT. THE IMMORALITY OF THE DOCTRINE. 
AS FOR THE HUMAN RACE, ITS END WILL BE TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT: TO ALL WHICH BEAR THE EARTHY" AND MATERIAL MARK THERE ACCRUES AN ENTIRE DESTRUCTION, BECAUSE "ALL FLESH IS GRASS," AND AMONGST THESE IS THE SOUL OF MORAL MAN, EXCEPT WHEN IT HAS FOUND SALVATION BY FAITH. THE SOULS OF JUST MEN, THAT IS TO SAY, OUR SOULS, WILL BE CONVEYED TO THE DEMIURGE IN THE ABODES OF THE MIDDLE REGION. WE ARE DULY THANKFUL; WE SHALL BE CONTENT TO BE CLASSED WITH OUR GOD, IN WHOM LIES OUR OWN ORIGIN. INTO THE PALACE OF THE PLEROMA NOTHING OF THE ANIMAL NATURE IS ADMITTED--NOTHING BUT THE SPIRITUAL SWARM OF VALENTINUS. THERE, THEN, THE FIRST PROCESS IS THE DESPOILING OF MEN THEMSELVES, THAT IS, MEN WITHIN THE PLEROMA. NOW THIS DESPOILING CONSISTS OF THE PUTTING OFF OF THE SOULS IN WHICH THEY APPEAR TO BE CLOTHED, WHICH THEY WILL GIVE BACK TO THEIR DEMIURGE AS THEY HAD OBTAINED THEM FROM HIM. THEY WILL THEN BECOME WHOLLY INTELLECTUAL SPIRITS--IMPALPABLE, INVISIBLE--AND IN THIS STATE WILL BE READMITTED INVISIBLY TO THE HEROMA--STEALTHILY, IF THE CASE ADMITS OF THE IDEA. WHAT THEN? THEY WILL BE DISPERSED AMONGST THE ANGELS, THE ATTENDANTS ON SOTER. AS SONS, DO YOU SUPPOSE? NOT AT ALL. AS SERVANTS, THEN? NO, NOT EVEN SO. WELL, AS PHANTOMS? WOULD THAT IT, WERE NOTHING MORE! THEN IN WHAT CAPACITY, IF YOU ARE ASHAMED TO TELL US? IN THE CAPACITY OF BRIDES. THEN WILL THEY END THEIR SABINE RAPES WITH THE SANCTION OF WEDLOCK. THIS WILL BE THE GUERDON OF THE SPIRITUAL, THIS THE RECOMPENSE OF THEIR FAITH! SUCH FABLES HAVE THEIR USE. ALTHOUGH BUT A MARCUS OR A GAIUS, FULL-GROWN IN THIS FLESH OF OURS, WITH A BEARD AND SUCH LIKE PROOFS (OF VIRILITY,) IT MAY BE A STERN HUSBAND, A FATHER, A GRANDFATHER, A GREAT-GRANDFATHER (NEVER MIND WHAT, IN FACT, IF ONLY A MALE), YOU MAY PERHAPS IN THE BRIDAL-CHAMBER OF THE PLEROMA--I HAVE ALREADY SAID SO TACITLY--EVEN BECOME THE PARENT BY AN ANGEL OF SOME AEON OF HIGH NUMERICAL RANK. FOR THE RIGHT CELEBRATION OF THESE NUPTIALS, INSTEAD OF THE TORCH AND VEIL, I SUPPOSE THAT SECRET FIRE IS THEN TO BURST FORTH, WHICH, AFTER DEVASTATING THE WHOLE EXISTENCE OF THINGS, WILL ITSELF ALSO BE REDUCED TO NOTHING AT LAST, AFTER EVERYTHING HAS BEEN REDUCED TO ASHES; AND SO, THEIR FABLE TOO WILL BE ENDED. BUT I, TOO, AM NO DOUBT A RASH MAN, IN HAVING EXPOSED: SO GREAT A MYSTERY IN SO DERISIVE A WAY: I OUGHT TO BE AFRAID THAT ACHAMOTH, WHO DID NOT CHOOSE TO MAKE HERSELF KNOWN EVEN TO HER OWN SON, WOULD TURN MAD, THAT THELETUS WOULD BE ENRAGED, THAT FORTUNE WOULD BE IRRITATED. BUT I AM YET A LIEGE-MAN OF THE DEMIURGE. I HAVE TO RETURN AFTER DEATH TO THE PLACE WHERE THERE IS NO MORE GIVING IN MARRIAGE, WHERE I HAVE TO BE CLOTHED UPON RATHER THAN TO BE DESPOILED, WHERE, EVEN IF I AM DESPOILED OF MY SEX, I AM GLASSED WITH ANGELS--NOT A MALE ANGEL, NOR A FEMALE ONE. THERE WILL BE NO ONE TO DO AUGHT AGAINST ME, NOR WILL THEY THEN FIND ANY MALE ENERGY IN ME. 
CHAP. XXXIII.--THESE REMAINING CHAPTERS AN APPENDIX TO THE MAIN WORK. IN THIS CHAPTER TERTULLIAN NOTICES A DIFFERENCE AMONG SUNDRY FOLLOWERS OF PTOLEMY, A DISCIPLE OF VALENTINUS. 
I SHALL NOW AT LAST PRODUCE, BY WAY OF FINALE, AFTER SO LONG A STORY, THOSE POINTS WHICH NOT TO INTERRUPT THE COURSE OF IT, AND BY THE INTERRUPTION DISTRACT THE READER'S ATTENTION, I HAVE PREFERRED RESERVING TO THIS PLACE. THEY HAVE BEEN VARIOUSLY ADVANCED BY THOSE WHO HAVE IMPROVED ON THE DOCTRINES OF PTOLEMY. FOR THERE HAVE BEEN IN HIS SCHOOL "DISCIPLES ABOVE THEIR MASTER," WHO HAVE ATTRIBUTED TO THEIR BYTHUS TWO WIVES--COGITATIO (THOUGHT) AND VOLUNTAS (WILL). FOR COGITATIO ALONE WAS NOT SUFFICIENT WHEREWITH TO PRODUCE ANY OFFSPRING, ALTHOUGH FROM THE TWO WIVES, PROCREATION WAS MOST EASY TO HIM. THE FORMER BORE HIM MONOGENES (ONLY-BEGOTTEN) AND VERITAS (TRUTH). VERITAS WAS A FEMALE AFTER THE LIKENESS OF COGITATIO; MONOGENES A MALE BEARING A RESEMBLANCE TO VOLUNTAS. FOR IT IS THE STRENGTH OF VOLUNTAS WHICH PROCURES THE MASCULINE NATURE, INASMUCH AS SHE AFFORDS EFFICIENCY TO COGITATIO. 
CHAP. XXXIV.--OTHER VARYING OPINIONS AMONG THE VALENTINIANS RESPECTING THE DEITY, CHARACTERISTIC RAILLERY. 
OTHERS OF PURER MIND, MINDFUL OF THE HONOUR OF THE DEITY, HAVE, FOR THE PURPOSE OF FREEING HIM FROM THE DISCREDIT OF EVEN SINGLE WEDLOCK, PREFERRED ASSIGNING NO SEX WHATEVER TO BY-THUS; AND THEREFORE, VERY LIKELY THEY TALK OF "THIS DEITY" IN THE NEUTER GENDER RATHER THAN "THIS GOD." OTHERS AGAIN, ON THE OTHER HAND, SPEAK OF HIM AS BOTH MASCULINE AND FEMININE, SO THAT THE WORTHY CHRONICLER FENESTELLA MUST NOT SUPPOSE THAT A HERMAPHRODITE; WAS ONLY TO BE FOUND AMONG THE GOOD PEOPLE OF LUNA. 
CHAP. XXXV.--YET MORE DISCREPANCIES. JUST NOW THE SEX OF BYTHUS WAS AN OBJECT OF DISPUTE; NOW HIS RANK COMES IN QUESTION. ABSURD SUBSTITUTES FOR BYTHUS CRITICISED BY TERTULLIAN. 
THERE ARE SOME WHO DO NOT CLAIM THE FIRST PLACE FOR BYTHUS, BUT ONLY A LOWER ONE. THEY PUT THEIR OGDOAD IN THE FOREMOST RANK; ITSELF, HOWEVER, DERIVED FROM A TETRAD, BUT UNDER DIFFERENT NAMES. FOR THEY PUT PROARCHE (BEFORE THE BEGINNING) FIRST, ANENNOETOS (INCONCEIVABLE) SECOND, ARRHETOS (INDESCRIBABLE) THIRD, AORATOS (INVISIBLE) FOURTH. THEN AFTER PROARCHE THEY SAY ARCHE (BEGINNING) CAME FORTH AND OCCUPIED THE FIRST AND THE FIFTH PLACE; FROM ANENNOETOS CAME ACATALEPTOS (INCOMPREHENSIBLE) IN THE SECOND AND THE SIXTH PLACE; FROM ARRHETOS CAME ANONOMASTOS (NAMELESS) IN THE THIRD AND THE SEVENTH PLACE; FROM AORATOS CAME AGENNETOS (UNBEGOTTEN) IN THE FOURTH AND THE EIGHT, PLACE. NOW BY WHAT METHOD HE ARRANGES THIS, THAT EACH OF THESE ÆONS SHOULD BE BORN IN TWO PLACES, AND THAT, TOO, AT SUCH INTERVALS, I PREFER TO BE IGNORANT OF THAN TO BE INFORMED. FOR WHAT CAN BE RIGHT IN A SYSTEM WHICH IS PROPOUNDED WITH SUCH ABSURD PARTICULARS? 
CHAP. XXXVI.--LESS REPREHENSIBLE THEORIES IN THE HERESY. BAD IS THE BEST OF VALENTINIANISM. 
HOW MUCH MORE SENSIBLE ARE THEY WHO, REJECTING ALL THIS TIRESOME NONSENSE, HAVE REFUSED TO BELIEVE THAT ANY ONE AEON HAS DESCENDED FROM ANOTHER BY STEPS LIKE THESE, AT WHICH ARE REALLY NEITHER MORE NOR LESS GEMONIAN; BUT THAT ON A GIVEN SIGNAL THE EIGHT-FOLD EMANATION, OF WHICH WE HAVE HEARD, ISSUED ALL AT ONCE FROM THE FATHER AND HIS ENNOEA (THOUGHT?--THAT IT IS, IN FACT, FROM HIS MERE MOTION THAT THEY GAIN THEIR DESIGNATIONS. WHEN, AS THEY SAY, HE THOUGHT OF PRODUCING OFFSPRING, HE ON THAT ACCOUNT GAINED THE NAME OF FATHER. AFTER PRODUCING, BECAUSE THE ISSUE WHICH HE PRODUCED WAS TRUE, HE RECEIVED THE NAME OF TRUTH. WHEN HE WANTED HIMSELF TO BE MANIFESTED, HE ON THAT ACCOUNT WAS ANNOUNCED AS MAN. THOSE, MOREOVER, WHOM HE PRECONCEIVED IN HIS THOUGHT WHEN HE PRODUCED THEM, WERE THEN DESIGNATED THE CHURCH. AS MAN, HE UTTERED HIS WORD; AND SO, THIS WARD IS HIS FIRST-BEGOTTEN SON, AND TO THE WORD WAS ADDED LIFE. AND BY THIS PROCESS THE FIRST OGDOAD WAS COMPLETED. HOWEVER, THE WHOLE OF THIS TIRESOME STORY IS UTTERLY POOR AND WEAK. 
CHAP. XXXVII.--OTHER TURGID AND RIDICULOUS THEORIES ABOUT THE ORIGIN OF THE AEONS AND CREATION, STATED AND CONDEMNED. 
NOW LISTEN TO SOME OTHER BUFFOONERIES OF A MASTER WHO IS A GREAT SWELL AMONG THEM, AND WHO HAS PRONOUNCED HIS DICT WITH AN EVEN PRIESTLY AUTHORITY. THEY RUN THUS: THERE COMES, SAYS HE, BEFORE ALL THINGS PROARCHE, THE INCONCEIVABLE, AND INDESCRIBABLE, AND NAMELESS, WHICH I FOR MY OWN PART CALL MONOTES (SOLITUDE). WITH THIS WAS ASSOCIATED ANOTHER POWER, TO WHICH ALSO I GIVE THE NAME OF HENOTES (UNITY). NOW, INASMUCH AS MONOTES AND HENOTES--THAT IS TO SAY, SOLITUDE AND UNION--WERE ONLY ONE BEING, THEY PRODUCED, AND YET NOT IN THE WAY OF PRODUCTION, THE INTELLECTUAL, INNASCIBLE, INVISIBLE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS, WHICH HUMAN LANGUAGE' HAS CALLED MONAD (SOLITUDE). THIS HAS INHERENT IN ITSELF A CONSUBSTANTIAL FORCE, WHICH IT CALLS UNITY? THESE POWERS, ACCORDINGLY, SOLITUDE OR SOLITARINESS, AND UNITY, OR UNION, PROPAGATED ALL THE OTHER EMANATIONS OF AEONS. WONDERFUL DISTINCTION, TO BE SURE! WHATEVER CHANGE UNION AND UNITY MAY UNDERGO, SOLITARINESS AND SOLITUDE IS PROFOUNDLY SUPREME. WHATEVER DESIGNATION YOU GIVE THE POWER, IT IS ONE AND THE SAME. 
CHAP. XXXVIII.--DIVERSITY IN THE OPINIONS OF SECUNDUS, AS COMPARED WITH THE GENERAL DOCTRINE OF VALENTINUS. 
SECUNDUS IS A TRIFLE MORE HUMAN, AS HE IS BRIEFER: HE DIVIDES THE OGDOAD INTO A PAIR OF TETRADS, A RIGHT HAND ONE AND A LEFT HAND ONE, ONE LIGHT AND THE OTHER DARKNESS. ONLY HE IS UNWILLING TO DERIVE THE POWER WHICH APOSTATIZED AND FELL AWAY FROM ANY ONE OF THE AEONS, BUT FROM THE FRUITS WHICH ISSUED FROM THEIR SUBSTANCE. 
CHAP. XXXIX.--THEIR DIVERSITY OF SENTIMENT AFFECTS THE VERY CENTRAL DOCTRINE OF CHRISTIANITY, EVEN THE PERSON AND CHARACTER OF THE LORD JESUS. THIS DIVERSITY VITIATES EVERY GNOSTIC SCHOOL. 
NOW, CONCERNING EVEN THE LORD JESUS, INTO HOW GREAT A DIVERSITY OF OPINION ARE THEY DIVIDED! ONE PARTY FORM HIM OF THE BLOSSOMS OF ALL THE AEONS. ANOTHER PARTY WILL HAVE IT THAT HE IS MADE UP ONLY OF THOSE TEN WHOM THE WORD AND THE LIFE PRODUCED, FROM WHICH CIRCUMSTANCE THE TITLES OF THE WORD AND THE LIFE WERE SUITABLY TRANSFERRED TO HIM. AT OTHERS, AGAIN, THAT HE RATHER SPRANG FROM THE TWELVE, THE OFFSPRING OF MAN AND THE CHURCH AND THEREFORE, THEY SAY, HE WAS DESIGNATED "SON OF MAN." OTHERS, MOREOVER, MAINTAIN THAT HE WAS FORMED BY CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO HAVE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNIVERSE, AND THAT HE INHERITS BY RIGHT HIS FATHER'S APPELLATION. SOME THERE ARE WHO HAVE IMAGINED THAT ANOTHER ORIGIN MUST BE FOUND FOR THE TITLE "SON OF MAN;" FOR THEY HAVE HAD THE PRESUMPTION TO CALL THE FATHER HIMSELF MAN, BY REASON OF THE PROFOUND MYSTERY OF THIS TITLE: SO THAT WHAT CAN YOU HOPE FOR MORE AMPLE CONCERNING FAITH IN THAT GOD, WITH WHOM YOU ARE NOW YOURSELF ON A PAR? SUCH CONCEITS ARE CONSTANTLY CROPPING OUT AMONGST THEM, FROM THE REDUNDANCY OF THEIR MOTHER'S SEED. AND SO, IT HAPPENS THAT THE DOCTRINES WHICH HAVE GROWN UP AMONGST THE VALENTINIANS HAVE ALREADY EXTENDED THEIR RANK GROWTH TO THE WOODS OF THE GNOSTICS. 
TERTULLIAN: AGAINST THE VALENTINIANS
TERTULLIANI ADVERSUS VALENTINIANOS
I.
THE VALENTINIANS, AS EVERYONE KNOWS, ARE THE MOST COMMONLY ENCOUNTERED SECT OF HERETICS--MOST COMMON BECAUSE THEY ARE MOSTLY APOSTATES FROM THE TRUE RELIGION, QUITE WILLING TO INVENT MYTHS, AND ARE NOT DETERRED FROM THEIR INVENTIONS BY A STRICT RULE OF LIFE. THESE INDIVIDUALS CARE ABOUT NOTHING MORE THAN TO CONCEAL WHAT THEY TEACH--IF INDEED ANYONE WHO CONCEALS CAN BE SAID TO TEACH. THEIR DUTY OF GUARDIANSHIP IS A DUTY BROUGHT ON BY THEIR GUILTY CONSCIENCES. THEY PREACH CONFUSION WHILE (SEEMINGLY) ASSERTING THEIR PIETY. IN JUST THE SAME WAY CONCERNING THE ELEUSINIAN MYSTERIES, ITSELF A HERESY OF ATHENIAN PAGANISM; THE FACT THAT THEY KEEP SILENT ABOUT THESE MYSTERIES MAKE THEM AN OBJECT OF SHAME. CONSEQUENTLY, THE MYSTAGOGUES MAKE ENTRY DIFFICULT AND PERFORM LONG INITIATION RITES BEFORE THEY ACCEPT THE DEVOTEE; THEY PUT HIM ON PROBATION FOR FIVE YEARS IN ORDER TO INCREASE HIS ANTICIPATION BY SUSPENSE AND IN THIS MANNER CAUSE THE AWESOMENESS OF THEIR RITES TO MATCH THE DESIRE WHICH HAS BEEN ELICITED. THEIR DUTY OF SECRECY IS A NATURAL CONSEQUENCE; THEY GUARD CLOSELY WHAT THEY ARE FINALLY TO REVEAL. THEN--THE ENTIRE GODHEAD OF THE SANCTUARY, THE OBJECT OF DEVOTED SIGHS, THE SECRET SIGNED ON ALL TONGUES: THE IMAGE OF A PENIS. TO ALLAY DISAPPOINTMENT, THEY BRING FORWARD THE HONORED NAME OF NATURE (USING IT ALLEGORICALLY) AND COVER THEIR SACRILEGE WITH THE HELP OF AN ARBITRARY METAPHOR. THUS, THEY ACQUIT THEMSELVES OF THE CHARGE (OF SACRILEGE) BY THIS DECEITFUL USE OF AN IMAGE. IN JUST THIS MANNER THE HERETICS AGAINST WHOM WE ARE NOW OPENING FIRE FASHION USELESS AND DISGRACEFUL TALES OUT OF THE SACRED NAMES, TITLES, AND CONTENTS OF THE TRUE FAITH. THEY CAN DO THIS BECAUSE OF THE OPENHANDED CHARITY OF THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES; FROM SUCH A LARGE WORK, MANY INTERPRETATIONS CAN BE DRAWN. THESE PEOPLE MAKE THE ELEUSINIAN RITES INTO VALENTINIAN LURES, SACRED ONLY BECAUSE OF THEIR GREAT SILENCE, HEAVENLY ONLY BECAUSE OF THEIR CONCEALMENT. IF YOU QUESTION THEM IN ALL GOOD FAITH, THEY ANSWER WITH A POKER FACE AND RAISED EYEBROWS, "THAT IS OBSCURE"; IF YOU FEEL THEM OUT DIPLOMATICALLY, THEY SWEAR THEY HAVE THE SAME BELIEFS AS YOU, ONLY BLURRED IN TRANSLATION. IF YOU INDICATE YOU KNOW WHAT THEY REALLY THINK, THEY DENY THEY KNOW ANYTHING. IF YOU ATTACK THEM OPENLY IN ARGUMENT, THEY MAKE YOUR VICTORY OVER THEM INEFFECTIVE BY THEIR CLEVER INNOCENCE. THEY DO NOT EVEN REVEAL THEIR SECRETS TO THEIR OWN DISCIPLES BEFORE THEY MAKE THEM THEIR OWN, BUT INSTEAD THEY HAVE A TRICK BY WHICH THEY PERSUADE THEM BEFORE THEY TEACH THEM. IN OUR CASE, HOWEVER, TRUTH PERSUADES BY TEACHING, SHE DOES NOT TEACH BY PERSUADING.
II.
THEREFORE, WE ARE BRANDED "INNOCENT" BY THEM, AND FOR THAT REASON THEY DO NOT CONSIDER US "WISE." THEY IMAGINE THAT WISDOM HAS NOTHING IN COMMON WITH INNOCENCE, EVEN THOUGH THE LORD CONNECTED BOTH IN HIS SAYING, "BE PRUDENT AS SERPENTS AND INNOCENT AS DOVES" (MATT. 10:16). NOW, HOWEVER, IF WE ARE STUPID BECAUSE WE ARE INNOCENT, ARE THEY NOT "UN-INNOCENT" BECAUSE THEY ARE WISE? THE MOST VICIOUS INDIVIDUALS ARE THOSE WHO ARE NOT INNOCENT, JUST AS THE MOST STUPID ARE THOSE WHO ARE NOT WISE. AS FOR ME, I WOULD PREFER TO BE CONVICTED OF THE BETTER FAULT IF I HAVE TO MAKE A CHOICE; IT IS BETTER TO HAVE A LESSER INTELLIGENCE THAN AN EVIL ONE; BETTER TO ERR THAN TO DECEIVE. FURTHERMORE, THE FACE OF GOD IS SEEN BY THOSE SEEKING IN INNOCENCE--AS THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON, NOT OF VALENTINUS, TEACHES. INFANTS AS WELL BORE WITNESS TO CHRIST BY THEIR BLOOD; CAN I CALL THOSE WHO CRIED "CRUCIFY HIM!" CHILDREN? THEY WERE NEITHER CHILDREN NOR INFANTS, SPECIFICALLY THEY WERE NOT INNOCENT. THE APOSTLE MOREOVER ORDERS US TO BECOME LIKE CHILDREN ACCORDING TO GOD'S WILL, IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT BE "BABES IN EVIL" BY OUR INNOCENCE AND SECONDLY, "IN THINKING BE MATURE" (I COR. 14). BY THIS HE MAKES IT CLEAR THAT WISDOM SHOULD FLOW FROM INNOCENCE. TO SUM UP, THE DOVE USED TO REVEAL CHRIST; THE SERPENT USED TO TEMPT HIM. THE FORMER FROM THE FIRST WAS THE HERALD OF DIVINE LOVE; THE LATTER FROM THE FIRST WAS THE THIEF OF GOD'S IMAGE. THEREFORE, INNOCENCE BY ITSELF CAN EASILY BOTH RECOGNIZE AND EXHIBIT GOD. WISDOM BY ITSELF CAN RATHER ATTACK AND BETRAY HIM.
III.
NOW, LET THE SERPENT HIDE HIMSELF AS MUCH AS HE CAN; LET HIM TWIST HIS ENTIRE "WISDOM" INTO THE WINDINGS OF HIS LAIRS. LET HIM LIVE DEEP IN THE GROUND, PUSH INTO DARK HOLES, UNROLL HIS LENGTH COIL BY COIL; LET HIM SLITHER OUT--BUT NOT ALL OF HIM AT ONCE, THE LIGHT--HATING BEAST. OUR DOVE, HOW EVER, HAS A SIMPLE HOME, ALWAYS IN HIGH AND OPEN PLACES TO WARD THE LIGHT SINCE THIS SYMBOL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT LOVES THE SUNRISE, THE SYMBOL OF CHRIST. JUST SO, TRUTH BLUSHES AT NOTHING EXCEPT BEING HIDDEN AWAY, BECAUSE NO ONE IS ASHAMED TO LISTEN TO HER, TO LEARN TO RECOGNIZE AS GOD THE ONE WHOM NATURE HAS ALREADY POINTED OUT TO HIM AS GOD, THE ONE WHOM HE SEES DAILY IN ALL HIS WORKS. HE WAS IMPERFECTLY KNOWN IN THAT HE WAS NOT CONSIDERED TO BE ONE, IN THAT HE WAS WORSHIPPED IN OTHER GUISES. HOW SHOULD WE CONVERT SOMEONE FROM THE CROWD OF THESE OTHER GODS TO YET ANOTHER MOB, MOVE FROM A FAMILIAR RULER TO AN UNKNOWN ONE, TURN FROM WHAT IS WELL-KNOWN TO WHAT IS SECRET? THIS IS TO TRIP ON THE THRESHOLD OF FAITH. FOR EXAMPLE, IF ANYONE IS INITIATED INTO THE ENTIRE STORY, WILL HE NOT RECALL THAT HE HEARD SUCH THINGS FROM HIS NURSE AS A WAKEFUL CHILD--SUCH THINGS AS "THE WITCH'S TOWER" AND "THE RAYS OF THE SUN"? TO TAKE ANOTHER INSTANCE: IF SOMEONE KNOWLEDGEABLE IN OUR FAITH COMES TO THESE TALES AND IMMEDIATELY FINDS SO MANY NAMES OF AEONS, SO MANY MARRIAGES, SO MANY OFFSPRING, SO MANY DOOMS, SO MANY ADVENTURES, JOYS, SORROWS OF A SCATTERED AND FRAGMENTARY GODHEAD, WILL HE HESITATE THEN AND THERE TO CALL THESE THE "MYTHS AND ENDLESS GENEALOGIES" WHICH THE APOSTLE'S INSPIRATION HAD ALREADY CONDEMNED EVEN THEN WHEN THESE HERETICAL SEEDS WERE SPROUTING? RIGHTLY THEN THESE PEOPLE ARE NOT INNOCENT; RIGHTLY THEY ARE ONLY "WISE," THESE PEOPLE WHO PRODUCE SUCH MYTHS WITH DIFFICULTY AND DEFEND THEM SLACKLY. IT IS CLEVER FOR THEM TO BE SO SLACK, SINCE THEIR LESSONS ARE DISGRACEFUL; OTHERWISE, THEY WOULD BE ACTING CRUELLY IN NOT REVEALING ALL, IF THEIR LESSONS WERE HONORABLE. DESPITE THEIR RETICENCE WE "INNOCENT" KNOW ALL, AND WE HAVE MADE THIS KNOWLEDGE THE FIRST LINE OF OUR ATTACK. OUR KNOWLEDGE WILL BE THE SCOUT AND POINTER OF THEIR ENTIRE SCHEME. WE CAST THE AUGURY FOR THIS FIRST VICTORY, SINCE A MERE EXPOSE DESTROYS WHAT IS HIDDEN WITH SO MUCH TROUBLE.
IV.
I AFFIRM THAT WE KNOW QUITE WELL THEIR ORIGINS AND WE ALSO KNOW WHY WE CALL THEM VALENTINIANS EVEN THOUGH THEY SEEM NOT TO BE; FOR THEY HAVE LEFT THEIR FOUNDER'S PATH. STILL THEIR ORIGINAL TEACHINGS HAVE NOT BEEN AT ALL FORGOTTEN, EVEN IF THEY HAVE BEEN CHANGED SOMEWHAT: THIS VERY CHANGE BEARS WITNESS TO THEIR FORMER TEACHINGS. VALENTINUS EXPECTED TO BECOME BISHOP BECAUSE HE HAD GREAT ABILITIES OF MIND AND TONGUE, BUT ANOTHER WAS PREFERRED FOR THE POSITION BECAUSE HE SUFFERED AS A MARTYR. ANGRY AT THIS, VALENTINUS BROKE WITH THE LEGITIMATE CHURCH. JUST AS MINDS WHO HAVE BEEN EXCITED WITH THE HOPE OF ADVANCEMENT USUALLY BURN ANTICIPATING REVENGE, HE TURNED TO OVERTHROWING TRUTH. HAVING DISCOVERED THE TRAIL OF SOME OLD TEACHING, HE PAVED THE WAY FOR COLORBASUS. AFTERWARDS PTOLOMAEUS TRAVELED THE SAME PATH; HE SEGREGATED THOSE ATTRIBUTES--SUCH AS FEELING, INFLUENCE, AND MOTION--WHICH VALENTINUS HAD INCLUDED IN THE TOTALITY OF THE GODHEAD INTO NAMES AND POSITIONS, I.E., AEONS CONSIDERED AS ANIMATE INDIVIDUALS HAVING THEIR EXISTENCE APART FROM GOD. HERACLEON CUT A FEW FOOTPATHS FROM THERE, AS DID SECUNDUS AND MARCUS THE SEER. THEOTIMUS EVOLVED MANY THINGS ABOUT THE "FORMS" OF THE LAW. AS YOU SEE, VALENTINUS HAS DISAPPEARED, YET THESE ARE VALENTINIANS WHO DERIVE FROM VALENTINUS. AT ANTIOCH ALONE TO THIS DAY AXIONICUS CONSOLES THE MEMORY OF VALENTINUS BY A FULL OBEDIENCE OF HIS RULES. THE OTHER HERETICS ALLOW THEMSELVES TO CHANGE THEIR TEACHINGS WITH THE SAME FREQUENCY A PROSTITUTE CHANGES HER MAKEUP--AND WHY NOT? SINCE EACH OF THEM DISCOVERS THAT WELL KNOWN SPIRITUAL SEED IN HIMSELF: IF THEY INVENT ANYTHING NEW, THEY IMMEDIATELY CALL IT A REVELATION; THEY CALL THEIR AUDACITY A SPIRITUAL GIFT. THEY DO NOT CLAIM THEIR SECT IS UNITED, BUT ADMIT IT IS DIVERSE; CONSEQUENTLY, WHENEVER THEY ABANDON THEIR USUAL EQUIVOCATION, WE SEE THAT MOST OF THEM ARE AT ODDS ABOUT THE MEANING OF CERTAIN DOGMAS, SOME SAYING IN GOOD FAITH, "THIS IS NOT SO"; OTHERS, "I TAKE THIS IN A DIFFERENT SENSE"; OTHERS, "I DON'T ADMIT THAT." AS WE SEE THEIR LIST OF RULES HAS BEEN PAINTED OVER BY THEIR INNOVATIONS AND LOOKS AS IF IT HAD BEEN SCRIBBLED ON BY AN IGNORAMUS.
V.
MY EXPOSITION WILL BE LIMITED TO THE ORIGINAL TEACHINGS OF THEIR CHIEF TEACHERS; IT WILL NOT INCLUDE THE HIGH-FLYING LEADERS OF THE MASS OF FOLLOWERS. I HOPE NO ONE WILL SAY (BECAUSE OF THIS LIMITATION) THAT I HAVE INVENTED THIS MATERIAL FOR THE OCCASION. NO INDEED, MANY MEN WHO WERE RENOWNED FOR THEIR HOLINESS AND THEIR LEADERSHIP, WHO WERE NOT ONLY OUR PREDECESSORS BUT ALSO CONTEMPORARIES OF THOSE VERY HERESIARCHS, HAVE EXPOSED AND REFUTED THEM IN LEARNED VOLUMES. I REFER TO JUSTIN, PHILOSOPHER AND MARTYR, MILTIADES, THAT CHURCHLY SAGE, IRENAEUS, AN EAGER DISCOVERER OF ALL DOCTRINES, AND OUR OWN PROCULUS, THE LIVING EXEMPLAR OF A CHASTE OLD AGE AND OF CHRISTIAN ELOQUENCE. IN THEIR FOOTSTEPS I MIGHT HOPE TO FOLLOW IN ALL WORKS OF FAITH, JUST AS I DO IN THIS WORK. NOW IF IN REALITY THERE ARE NO HERESIES AT ALL (AS YOU MUST BELIEVE IF YOU ASSUME THOSE WHO REFUTED THEM INVENTED THEM), THE APOSTLE WHO PREDICTED THEM LIED. BUT IF IN FACT THEY DO EXIST, THEY WERE NONE OTHER THAN THOSE WHICH WERE EXAMINED BY THESE MEN; NO ONE CAN BE CONSIDERED TO HAVE ENOUGH LEISURE TO INVENT MATERIAL FOR HIS PEN WHEN HE ALREADY HAS IT AT HAND.
VI.
THEREFORE, HERE IS THIS BOOK IN WHICH I HAVE SET OUT A MERE EXPOSE OF THEIR ARCANA. NOW, SO THAT NO ONE MAY BE STUPEFIED BY THE STRANGE, FORCED, ARCANE, AND AMBIGUOUS NAMES HEREIN, I WILL FIRST SHOW HOW I PLAN TO USE THEM: FOR SOME OF THE NAMES, A TRANSLATION FROM THE GREEK DOES NOT BRING OUT THE APPROPRIATE FORCE OF THE NAME; FOR OTHERS, THE GENDER OF THE WORD IN THE TWO LANGUAGES DOES NOT MATCH; FINALLY, WE ARE MORE USED TO THE CITATION OF OTHERS UNTRANSLATED. AS A RESULT, I SHALL USUALLY WRITE THE NAMES IN GREEK WITH THE MEANING IN THE MARGIN. MOREOVER, I WILL NOT OMIT THE GREEK FORM WHEN I USE THE LATIN NAME. I WILL NOTE IT OVER THE LINE SO THAT IT WILL BE A SIGN THAT THIS IS AN ABSTRACTION USED AS A PERSONAL NAME; OTHERWISE THERE WOULD BE AMBIGUITY SINCE SOME OF THE "NAMES" ARE USED IN OTHER SENSES. SINCE I HAVE PUT OFF FOR THE FUTURE THE FULL WEIGHT OF MY ATTACK, ATTEMPTING FOR THE MOMENT MERELY A RECITATION OF THEIR DOCTRINES, THIS WILL NOT BE AN ASSAULT WITH A DEATH-BLOW, SINCE THEIR DISGRACEFUL TEACHINGS DESERVE TO BE BEATEN BLACK AND BLUE. CONSIDER THIS THEN, READER, AS A FEINT BEFORE THE BATTLE. I WILL SHOW WHERE I PLAN TO HIT THEM, BUT I WILL NOT CARRY THROUGH. ALSO, IF YOU MUST LAUGH IN PLACES, DO SO; IT WILL SUIT THE SUBJECT. MUCH OF THIS SHOULD BE REFUTED WITH LAUGHTER SO THAT IT WILL NOT BE AWARDED SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. SILLY IDEAS OFTEN MEET WITH RIDICULE. IT IS SUITABLE EVEN FOR TRUTH TO LAUGH BECAUSE IT IS HAPPY, TO MOCK ITS ENEMIES BECAUSE IT IS SAFE. BE CAREFUL, HOWEVER, NOT TO LAUGH WHERE IT IS INAPPROPRIATE TO DO SO. OTHERWISE WHERE IT IS APPROPRIATE, YOU SHOULD LAUGH. FINALLY, AFTER THIS INTRODUCTION I WILL BEGIN.
VII.
ENNIUS, THE ROMAN POET, WAS THE FIRST TO MENTION (WITH A STRAIGHTFORWARD MEANING) "THE GREAT HALLS OF HEAVEN," BECAUSE OF ITS LOFTY POSITION OR BECAUSE HE HAD READ IN HOMER OF JUPITER'S FEASTING THERE. NOW AS FOR THE HERETICS--IT IS A MARVEL HOW MANY PINNACLES ON PINNACLES AND TOWERS ON TOWERS THEY HANG, ADD, DEVELOP ON THE HOUSE OF EACH GOD OF THEIRS. WELL, PERHAPS EVEN FOR OUR CREATOR THESE ENNIAN HALLS HAVE BEEN DISTRIBUTED LIKE APARTMENTS. PERHAPS THEY HAVE VARIOUS SHOPS BUILT ON IN FRONT AND ASSIGNED TO EACH GOD BY FLOORS--AS MANY FLOORS AS THERE ARE HERESIES. IN THIS WAY THE WORLD BECOMES AN APARTMENT HOUSE; INDEED, YOU MIGHT THINK THE CELESTIAL FLATS ARE THE HAPPY ISLES APARTMENTS, LOCATED SOMEWHERE. THERE EVEN THE VALENTINIAN GOD LIVES--IN THE PENTHOUSE. THEY CALL HIM IN ESSENCE AI0W~NA TE&LEION (THE PERFECT AEON); AS AN INDIVIDUAL THEY CALL HIM PROPA&TORA (ORIGINAL FATHER) AND PROARXH_N (ORIGINAL BEGINNING), ALSO BYTHOS (ABYSS), WHICH NAME DOES NOT SUIT AT ALL SOMEONE LIVING IN HEAVEN. THEY POSTULATE THAT HE IS UNBORN, IMMEASURABLE, INFINITE, INVISIBLE, AND ETERNAL. THEY ASSUME OF COURSE THAT THEY HAVE PROVED HIM TO BE SUCH IF THEY POSTULATE QUALITIES EVERYONE KNOWS HE SHOULD HAVE. IN THE SAME WAY THEY SAY HE EXISTED BEFORE ANYTHING ELSE. I DECLARE THAT THIS IS INDEED TRUE, BUT I CRITICIZE THEM IN NOTHING MORE THAN IN THIS, THE FACT THAT THE ONE THEY SAY EXISTED BEFORE ANYTHING ELSE THEY DISCOVER TO BE SUBSEQUENT TO EVERYTHING ELSE, INDEED SUBSEQUENT TO THINGS NOT OF HIS OWN MAKING. ANYWAY, LET'S GRANT THAT THIS SO-CALLED BYTHOS EXISTED INFINITE AGES AGO IN DEEP AND PROFOUND CALM, IN THE GREAT PEACE OF A PEACEFUL AND (SO TO SPEAK) INSENSATE GODHEAD, AS EPICURUS DECLARES. DESPITE THIS, THEY ASSIGN A COMPANION TO THIS INDIVIDUAL, WHO IS SUPPOSED TO BE ALONE, A SECOND ENTITY NAMED THOUGHT, WHOM THEY ALSO CALL CHARIS (GRACE) AND SIGE (SILENCE). PERHAPS THEY SERVED--IN THAT PRAISEWORTHY CALM--TO ENCOURAGE HIM TO PRODUCE THE BEGINNINGS OF THE UNIVERSE FROM HIMSELF. LIKE SEMEN HE PLACES THIS BEGINNING IN HIS SIGE JUST AS IN A WOMB. SIGE ACCEPTS IT RIGHT AWAY, BECOMES PREGNANT, AND BEARS (IN SILENCE, OF COURSE) WHOM? NUS (MIND), RESEMBLING THE FATHER AND EQUAL IN ALL RESPECTS. SPECIFICALLY, HE ALONE CAN GRASP THE FATHER'S VASTNESS AND HIS INCONCEIVABLE MAGNITUDE. CONSEQUENTLY, HE HIMSELF IS CALLED "FATHER" AND "BEGINNING OF THE UNIVERSE" AND (AS HIS PROPER NAME) "MONOGENES" (I.E., ONLY BEGOTTEN), THOUGH NOT PROPERLY SINCE HE IS NOT THE ONLY LEGITIMATE CHILD. ANOTHER WAS BORN AT THE SAME TIME, A FEMALE WHOSE NAME IS TRUTH AND FOR THAT REASON, MONOGENES MIGHT HAVE BEEN NAMED PROTOGENES MUCH MORE APTLY AS BEING THE FIRST NOW WE SEE THAT BYTHOS AND SIGE, NUS AND TRUTH ARE CHAMPIONED AS THE FIRST TEAM OF THE VALENTINIAN LEAGUE. THEY ARE ALSO THE ROOT AND SOURCE OF ALL THE REST, FOR NUS IMMEDIATELY TOOK ON THE TASK FOR WHICH HE HAD BEEN EMITTED: HE PRODUCES FROM HIMSELF WORD AND LIFE, WHICH SINCE THEY HAD NOT EXISTED PREVIOUSLY, WERE CERTAINLY NOT IN BYTHOS--AND WHAT AN ABSURDITY IF LIFE WAS NOT IN GOD. ANYWAY, THIS OFFSPRING WHOSE DUTY IS TO FOUND THE CORPORATE AND UNITED PLEROMA, MAKES A PROFIT: IT GIVES BIRTH TO MAN AND CHURCH. YOU NOW HAVE AN OGDOAD, A DOUBLE TETRAD, RESULTING FROM THE LIAISONS OF MALE AND FEMALE. THESE ARE THE SILO--SO TO SPEAK--OF THE PRIMORDIAL AEONS, THE INCESTUAL RELATIONS OF THE VALENTINIAN GODS, THE SOURCE OF ALL HOLINESS AND HERETICAL MAJESTY. THEY ARE A MOB OF EITHER DEVILS OR SAINTS (I DON'T KNOW WHICH), BUT CERTAINLY THE PARENTS OF THE REMAINING BROOD.
VIII.
NOW THE SECOND TETRAD, WORD AND LIFE, MAN AND CHURCH, AFTER THEY HAD SPROUTED FOR THE GLORY OF THE FATHER, WISH TO OFFER SOMETHING SIMILAR OF THEIR OWN TO HIM; SO, THEY SHOOT OFF AN EQUAL NUMBER OF SPROUTS, PAIRS OF COURSE, SINCE THEY WERE COMBINATIONS OF BOTH NATURES. ON ONE SIDE WORD AND LIFE GUSH OUT ALL AT ONCE TEN AEONS. ON THE OTHER SIDE MAN AND CHURCH PRODUCE TWO MORE THAN DID WORD AND LIFE; IN DOING SO THEY MAKE THEMSELVES EQUAL IN NUMBERS TO THEIR PARENTS, SINCE THE PAIR MAN AND CHURCH COMBINED WITH THE TEN MENTIONED ABOVE MAKE A NUMBER EQUAL TO WHAT THEIR PARENTS, WORD AND LIFE, PRODUCED. I WILL ENTER THE NAMES OF THE TEN I MENTIONED: BYTHIOS (PROFOUND) AND MIXIS (MIXTURE), AGERATOS (UNAGING) AND HENOSIS (UNION), AUTOPHYES (ESSENTIAL NATURE) AND HEDONE (PLEASURE), ACINETOS (UNMOVED) AND SYNCRASIS (COMMIXTURE), MONOGENES (ONLY-BEGOTTEN) AND MACARIA (HAPPINESS). THESE OTHERS ARE THE TWELVE: PARACLETUS (COMFORTER) AND PISTIS (FAITH), PATRICOS (FATHERLY) AND ELPIS (HOPE), METRICOS (MOTHERLY) AND AGAPE (LOVE), AEINUS (ETERNAL MIND) AND SYNESIS (INTELLIGENCE), ECCLESIASTICUS (CHURCHLY) AND MACARIOTES (BLESSEDNESS), THELETUS (PERFECT) AND SOPHIA (WISDOM). HERE I REALLY MUST BRING IN A RELEVANT STORY SINCE THESE NAMES DESERVE IT. THERE WAS ONCE IN THE SCHOOLS AT CARTHAGE A CERTAIN DULL LATIN ORATOR NAMED PHOSPHORUS. WHEN HE WAS DECLAIMING THE ROLE OF A MILITARY MAN HE SAID, "I HAVE RETURNED TO YOU NOBLE CITIZENS FROM BATTLE ACCOMPANIED BY MY LADY VICTORY, BY YOUR LADY JOY, ALONG WITH NOBILITY, GLORY, LUCK, HEROISM, AND TRIUMPH." IMMEDIATELY THE STUDENTS SHOUTED HOORAY! TO PHOSPHORUS' FAMILY. YOU HAVE HEARD ABOUT FORTUNATUS, HEDONE, ACINETUS, THELETUS. YELL HOORAY! TO PTOLOMAEUS' FAMILY. THIS FAMILY IS THAT SECRET PLEROMA, THE FULL NESS OF ITS THIRTY-FOLD DIVINITY. LET US SEE WHAT ARE THE SPECIAL ATTRIBUTES OF THESE GROUPINGS OF FOUR AND OF EIGHT AND OF TWELVE. BUT MEANWHILE THE ENTIRE GENERATIVE POWER HAS CEASED; THE URGE AND POTENCY AND PRODUCTIVE PASSION OF THE AEONS IS CASTRATED. IT IS AS IF THERE WAS NO MORE YEAST IN THE NUMBERS' DOUGH, AND NO MORE NAMES FROM THE SCHOOL RECORDS. OTHERWISE WHY ARE NOT 50 TO 100 PRODUCED--WHY NOT TOILET-PAPER OR MIGNON?
IX.
THERE IS ALSO A DISCRIMINATION BETWEEN INDIVIDUALS HERE, BECAUSE OF ALL OF THEM, NUS ALONE DELIGHTS IN KNOWING THE VAST FATHER AND HE ALONE REJOICES AND BOASTS WHILE THE OTHERS OF COURSE WEEP. OBVIOUSLY, NUS WANTED AND TRIED, AS MUCH AS HE COULD, TO COMMUNICATE TO THE REST OF THE AEONS WHAT HE KNEW ABOUT THE GREATNESS AND INCOMPREHENSIBILITY OF THE FATHER, BUT HIS MOTHER, SIGE, INTERVENED; THE SAME SIGE OF COURSE WHO ORDERS HER OWN HERETICS TO BE SILENT, ALTHOUGH THEY SAY SHE INTERCEDED BY ORDER OF THE FATHER WHO WANTED EVERYONE TO BE INFLAMED WITH A DESIRE FOR HIM. SO, WHILE THEY BURN WITH SILENT LONGING TO KNOW THE FATHER, A CRIME OF SORTS IS COMMITTED--SPECIFICALLY, THE YOUNGEST AEON (IGNORE THE SOLECISM; HER NAME IS SOPHIA) OF THE TWELVE AEONS WHICH MAN AND CHURCH PRODUCED, UNRESTRAINEDLY RUSHES OFF WITHOUT HER MATE, THELETUS, TO SEEK THE FATHER. IN DOING SO SHE CONTRACTS A SORT OF DISEASE WHICH WAS EPIDEMIC AMONG NUS' ASSOCIATES AND WHICH HAD SPREAD TO THIS AEON, I.E., SOPHIA, JUST AS DISEASES CONTRACTED SOMEWHERE IN THE BODY USUALLY DO DAMAGE IN ANOTHER PART. IN THIS CASE, UNDER THE PRETEXT OF LOVE FOR THE FATHER, A FEELING OF RIVALRY TOWARD NUS, WHO ALONE REJOICED IN HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER, OVERCAME HER. SINCE, HOWEVER, SHE WAS ATTEMPTING THE IMPOSSIBLE, SOPHIA ACCOMPLISHED NOTHING AND WAS CRUSHED BY THE DIFFICULTY OF THE TASK AND WAS RACKED BY HER EMOTIONS. INDEED, SHE BARELY MISSED BEING SWALLOWED UP IN THE GREAT SWEETNESS OF THE FATHER AND THE LABOR OF HER SEARCH AND SHE ALMOST WAS DISSOLVED IN THE PRIMAL SUBSTANCE. ONLY HER DESTRUCTION WOULD HAVE STOPPED HER SEARCH IF SHE HAD NOT BY A STROKE OF LUCK RUN INTO HOROS. (HE ACTS AS SUPPORT AND AS THE BOUNDARY-GUARD OF THIS WHOLE WORLD.) THEY ALSO CALL HIM CROSS, LYTROTES (REDEEMER) OR CARPISTES (EMANCIPATOR). HE CAUSES SOPHIA TO BECOME CALM BY REMOVING HER FROM DANGER AND BY PERSUADING HER TO STOP HER USELESS SEARCH FOR THE FATHER. SHE THEN CUT OFF AND ABANDONED HER INCLINATION (IN GREEK-ENTHYMESIS) ALONG WITH THE SUFFERING WHICH HAD THEN ACCOMPANIED IT.
X.
SOME OF THE VALENTINIANS HAVE DREAMED UP ANOTHER FALL AND REDEMPTION FOR SOPHIA: AFTER HER FRUITLESS ATTEMPTS AND THE DISAPPOINTMENT OF HER HOPES, SHE WAS ALL BENT OUT OF SHAPE (BECAUSE OF HER PALENESS, THINNESS AND NEGLECT, I SUPPOSE. IN THIS QUITE SUITABLE WAY SHE GRIEVED THAT SHE WAS DENIED ACCESS TO THE FATHER, A DENIAL THAT WAS NO LESS PAINFUL THAN HIS LOSS.) NEXT IN HER GRIEF SHE HAS CONCEIVED--WITH NO HELP FROM HER MATE--AND GIVES BIRTH TO A FEMALE OFFSPRING. IS THIS SURPRISING? IT SHOULD NOT BE, EVEN A HEN CAN PRODUCE OFFSPRING BY HERSELF; EVEN MORE STRIKING, THEY SAY BUZZARDS ARE ONLY FEMALE. ANYWAY, SHE IS A MOTHER WITHOUT A MAN AND SHE FEARS HER END IS NEAR; SHE IS AT A LOSS AS TO THE TREATMENT OF HER CASE; SHE IS WORRIED ABOUT HIDING HER CONDITION. NO HELP ANYWHERE! OTHERWISE, WHERE WOULD WE HAVE GOTTEN TRAGEDIES AND COMEDIES FROM WHICH WE BORROW THE PROCEDURE OF EXPOSING WHAT IS BORN OUT OF WEDLOCK? WHILE HER SITUATION IS IN SUCH A BAD WAY, SHE THINKS OF THE FATHER, TURNS TO HIM. SHE HAS TRIED IN VAIN, HOWEVER, AND WITH HER STRENGTH DESERTING HER, SHE TURNS TO PRAYER. ALL HER NEIGHBORS PRAY FOR HER, ESPECIALLY NUS. (NUS? PRAY FOR SOMEONE SO EVIL?) NONE OF SOPHIA'S MISFORTUNES ARE WITHOUT EFFECT: ALL HER SORROWS CAUSE A REACTION, IN THAT HER RECENT STRUGGLES BRING ABOUT THE CREATION OF MATTER; HER IGNORANCE, FEAR, AND SORROW BECOME SUBSTANCES. FINALLY, THE FATHER MOVED AT LAST BY HER PRAYERS SENDS THE ABOVE-MENTIONED HOROS TO HER. (THIS HOROS, WHO WAS SENT THROUGH THE AGENCY OF MONOGENES-NUS, IS IN THE FATHER'S IMAGE, I.E., BOTH MASCULINE AND FEMININE; THUS, THE VALENTINIANS ARE AT ODDS EVEN ABOUT THE FATHER'S SEX.) SOME OF THESE HERETICS ALSO ADD THAT HOROS IS CALLED METAGOGEUS (GUIDE) AND HOROTHETES (LIMITER). THEY SAY THAT WITH HIS HELP SOPHIA WAS TURNED ASIDE FROM HER CROOKED WAYS, CLEANSED OF EVIL, AND FINALLY STRENGTHENED AND RESTORED TO HER MATE. THEY ADD THAT SOPHIA REMAINED IN THE PLEROMA, BUT THAT HER ENTHYMESIS AND ITS ACCOMPANYING SUFFERING WAS BANISHED BY HOROS, CRUCIFIED AND THROWN OUT; AS THEY SAY, "EVIL BEGONE." THE VALENTINIANS DEFINE THIS ENTHYMESIS AS A SPIRIT-LIKE SUBSTANCE, SINCE IT IS A NATURAL OUTGROWTH OF AN AEON, BUT ONE WHICH IS WITHOUT FORM OR SHAPE, SINCE IT HAD GRASPED NOTHING. CONSEQUENTLY, THEY CALL IT "STERILE FRUIT" AND "FEMALE."
XI.
NOW AFTER SOPHIA'S ENTHYMESIS IS EXILED AND SHE HERSELF RESTORED TO HER MATE, THAT FAMOUS MONOGENES, OR NUS, AT LEISURE NOW AND DISMISSED FROM HIS ATTENTIONS AND ATTENDANCE ON THE FATHER, DECIDES TO CONSOLIDATE MATTERS AND TO FORTIFY AND STABILIZE THE PLEROMA SO THAT NO SUCH UPHEAVAL CAN SHAKE IT AGAIN. TO DO SO HE KNOCKS OUT ANOTHER PAIR, CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. (I SHOULD THINK THIS PAIRING OF TWO MALES IMMORAL; BUT PERHAPS THE HOLY SPIRIT IS FEMALE AND THE MALE IS CRUCIFIED BY THE FEMALE.) THESE TWO HAVE ONE DUTY--TO STABILIZE THE AEONS. FROM THE ASSOCIATION OF THESE TWO IN THIS DUTY, TWO SCHOOLS ARISE, TWO PULPITS AND THE BEGINNING (OF SORTS) OF A DIVISION IN THE VALENTINIAN TEACHINGS. CHRIST'S DUTY WAS TO TEACH THE AEONS THE NATURE OF THEIR MARRIAGES--YOU SEE WHAT SORT OF AFFAIR THIS WAS OF COURSE TO TEACH THEM HOW TO FORM SOME IDEA OF THE UNBEGOTTEN, AND TO MAKE THEM CAPABLE OF GENERATING IN THEMSELVES KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER, KNOWLEDGE, NAMELY, THAT THEY CANNOT GET AN IDEA OF HIM OR UNDERSTAND HIM--NOR CAN THEY SEE OR HEAR HIM --EXCEPT BY THE HELP OF MONOGENES. NOW I CAN ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE AEONS LEARN ABOUT THE FATHER IN THIS WAY--CERTAINLY WE DO THE SAME THING. WHAT I DO CRITICIZE IS THE PERVERSITY OF WHAT THEY LEARN: NAMELY, THAT WHAT IS UNKNOWABLE IN THE FATHER IS THE CAUSE OF THEIR ETERNAL EXISTENCE; WHAT IS KNOWABLE IN HIM IS THE CAUSE OF THEIR BIRTH AND MATERIAL FORM OR SHAPE. TO MY MIND THE FOLLOWING IS IMPLICIT IN THIS TEACHING: IT IS BEST THAT GOD IS NOT KNOWN IF INDEED HIS UNKNOWABLENESS IS THE CAUSE OF ETERNAL EXISTENCE. HIS KNOWABLE ASPECT IS THE CAUSE, NOT OF ETERNAL EXISTENCE, BUT OF BIRTH AND MATERIAL FORM OR SHAPE, CONDITIONS WHICH LACK ETERNAL EXISTENCE. IN FACT, THE VALENTINIANS POSTULATE THE SON AS THE KNOWABLE ASPECT OF THE FATHER. THUS CHRIST, AFTER BEING EMITTED, TAUGHT THE AEONS HOW THE FATHER SHOULD BE GRASPED. THE SPECIAL DUTY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS THIS: AFTER ALL THE AEONS WERE EQUALLY EAGER TO LEARN, SHE SHOULD TEACH THEM HOW TO GIVE FULL THANKS AND SHOULD BRING TRUE TRANQUILITY TO THEM.
XII.
NOW ALL THE AEONS ARE EQUAL PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY. ALL OF THEM HAVE BECOME WHAT EACH ONE INDIVIDUALLY IS; NO ONE IS DIFFERENT, BECAUSE ALL ARE THE SAME. EVERYONE IS TURNED INTO NUSES OR INTO MEN OR INTO THELETUSES; ALL FEMALE AEONS HAVE BECOME SIGES, ZOES, CHURCHES, OR FORTUNATAS. OVID WOULD HAVE ERASED HIS METAMORPHOSES IF HE KNEW OF THIS GREATER ONE TODAY. AS SOON AS THEY HAVE BEEN REFORMED AND STABILIZED AND MADE TRANQUIL BY THE TRUTH, THEY SING A CHORUS TO THE FATHER WITH GREAT EXUBERANCE OF JOY. HE HIMSELF WAS FILLED WITH JOY, CERTAINLY HAPPY ABOUT HIS CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN WHO COULD SING SO WELL. WHY SHOULD HE NOT BE FILLED WITH COMPLETE HAPPINESS, SINCE THE PLEROMA WAS FREED FROM DANGER? IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, WHAT SHIP'S CAPTAIN DOES NOT REJOICE EVEN IMMORALLY? EVERY DAY WE SEE SAILORS' ORGIES. CONSEQUENTLY, JUST AS SAILORS REVEL AT THEIR BANQUETS, SO DO THE AEONS, WHO ARE NOW ALIKE IN APPEARANCE, AND IN FEELING, TOO, NEEDLESS TO SAY. IN CONJUNCTION WITH THEIR NEW BROTHERS AND TEACHERS, CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, EACH ONE PUTS IN THE POT THE BEST AND MOST BEAUTIFUL THING WITH WHICH HE IS DECORATED. (THEY WASTED THEIR EFFORT, IF YOU ASK ME; IF THEY WERE ALL ALIKE AS A RESULT OF THE ABOVE, MENTIONED EQUALIZATION, THERE WAS NO INCENTIVE TO WIN THE POT, WHOSE ATTRACTIVENESS LIES ONLY IN THE VARIETY OF THINGS IN IT.) ANYWAY, THEY ALL BROUGHT THE "GOOD" WHICH THEY ALL WERE: THE INCENTIVE WAS HABIT PERHAPS, OR A REGULATION OF THE PREVIOUS EQUALIZATION. FROM THE ANTED CASH--AS THE EXPRESSION GOES-- THE AEONS FASHION IN HONOR AND GLORY, OF THE FATHER THE MOST BEAUTIFUL STAR IN THE PLEROMA AND THE PERFECT FRUIT, JESUS. THEY NAME HIM SAVIOUR, CHRIST, AND WORD; THESE ARE FAMILY NAMES. THEY ALSO CALL HIM THE ALL, SINCE HE WAS FORMED FROM A BOUQUET OF ALL FLOWERS, LIKE AESOP'S JAYBIRD, HESIOD'S PANDORA, ACCIUS' BOW, NESTOR'S FRUITCAKE, OR PTOLOMANUS' MISCELLANY--ALL THE SAME. IT WOULD HAVE BEEN MORE APPROPRIATE IF THESE IDLE NAME-GIVERS HAD CALLED HIM MR. SNATCHITALL, A NAME PERHAPS FROM SOME OSCAN SKIT. MOREOVER, TO MAKE A SHOW FOR THEIR PUPPET, THEY FORMED FOR HIM AN ANGEL BODY GUARD, EQUAL IN NATURE. IF THEY ARE EQUAL TO EACH OTHER, OKAY; IF EQUAL IN NATURE TO SAVIOUR (SINCE I FIND THE WORD AMBIGUOUSLY PLACED), WHAT EMINENCE WOULD HE HAVE AMONG ATTENDANTS OF EQUAL STATUS?
 XIII.
THESE SCENES EXHIBIT THE FIRST REGISTER OF THE AEONS WHO ARE BEING BORN, MARRYING, AND GIVING BIRTH; THEY CONTAIN SOPHIA'S DANGEROUS ACCIDENT, CAUSED BY HER LONGING FOR THE FATHER, HOROS' OPPORTUNE HELP, THE SCAPEGOATING OF ENTHYMESIS AND ITS ACCOMPANYING SUFFERING. THEY ALSO TELL OF THE EDUCATION BY CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE "REFORM THROUGH EDUCATION" OF THE AEONS, THE PEACOCK-LIKE DECORATION OF SAVIOUR, AND THE CONSUBSTANTIAL RETINUE OF ANGELS! "WHAT ELSE," YOU SAY? FOR YOU TO EXIT CLAPPING? INSTEAD, I SAY YOU SHOULD STAY TO HEAR AND JEER. WHAT HAS GONE BEFORE (I.E., THE FIRST SCENE OF THE TRAGEDY) IS ALLEGED TO HAVE HAPPENED WITHIN THE PLEROMA. THE REST OF THE PLAY HAPPENS ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE CURTAIN--NAMELY, OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA. WE HAVE SEEN THIS DEVELOPMENT HAPPEN IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, WITHIN THE CIRCUIT OF THE GUARDIAN HOROS. WHAT KIND OF DEVELOPMENT WILL THERE BE OUTSIDE, WHERE GOD DOES NOT EXIST?
 XIV.
ENTHYMESIS, THEN, OR RATHER ACHAMOTH (SINCE FROM NOW ON THIS INCOMPREHENSIBLE NAME WILL BE USED) HAS BEEN EXPELLED-WITH SOPHIA'S DISEASED SUFFERING AS A COMPANION-INTO A PLACE LACKING LIGHT, WHICH IS A COMPONENT OF THE PLEROMA ONLY. IN THAT WELL-KNOWN EMPTY VOID OF EPICURUS SHE IS WRETCHED BECAUSE OF HER LOCATION. CERTAINLY, SHE HAD NO SHAPE OR SURFACE AT ALL, DEFORMED AND ABORTED CREATURE AS SHE WAS. WHILE SHE IS IN SUCH A STATE, CHRIST IS PERSUADED BY THE AEONS AND LED BY HOROS TO SHAPE AND FORM ACHAMOTH BY HIS OWN POWER; HE FORMS HER IN ESSENCE ONLY, NOT IN INTELLIGIBLE FORM AS WELL. NEVERTHELESS, SHE IS LEFT WITH A SMALL ESTATE, NAMELY "THE BREATH OF INCORRUPTIBILITY," AND HAVING THIS SHE CAN EXPERIENCE THE DESIRE FOR SOMETHING BETTER THAN SHE HAS. AFTER HE HAS DONE THIS DEED OF MERCY, CHRIST RETURNS TO THE PLEROMA, NOT LEAVING BEHIND THE HOLY SPIRIT. USUALLY AN ABUNDANCE OF ENTITIES CREATES AN ABUNDANCE OF NAMES: SHE IS CALLED ENTHYMESIS (INCLINATION) FROM WHAT HAPPENED, ACHAMOTH FROM GOD KNOWS WHERE, SOPHIA AFTER HER MOTHER, HOLY SPIRIT FROM THE ANGEL CALLED BY THE SAME NAME. IN ANY EVENT, SHE CONCEIVES A DESIRE FOR CHRIST, BY WHOM SHE HAS BEEN DESERTED, AS SHE IMMEDIATELY REALIZES. THEREUPON SHE LEAPS UP AND GOES TO SEEK HIS LIGHT. (I MIGHT ASK, IF SHE DID NOT KNOW HIM AT ALL, SINCE HE OPERATED UNSEEN, HOW COULD SHE LOOK FOR HIS LIGHT WHICH WAS AS UNKNOWN TO HER AS HE WAS?) NEVERTHELESS, SHE TRIED AND MIGHT HAVE GRASPED IT IF THAT SAME HOROS WHO HAD RUN INTO HER MOTHER SO FORTUNATELY HAD NOT UNFORTUNATELY HAPPENED UPON THE DAUGHTER. HE SHOUTED AT HER, "IAO" JUST LIKE "MAKE WAY!" OR "HAIL TO THE CHIEF!" BECAUSE OF THIS WE FIND "IAO" IN THE BIBLE. THUS, SHE WAS DRIVEN AWAY AND PREVENTED FROM GOING FURTHER; NOR WAS SHE ABLE TO FLY OVER CROSS, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS HOROS, BECAUSE SHE HAD NOT PLAYED THE PART OF LAUREOLUS IN CATULLUS' MIME. SINCE SHE HAS BEEN DESERTED, THE SUFFERING, TO WHICH SHE IS BOUND WITH MANY TWISTED TIES, BEGINS TO AFFLICT HER IN ALL WAYS; WITH SADNESS BECAUSE SHE DID NOT ACCOMPLISH HER OBJECTIVE; WITH FEAR THAT SHE WOULD LOSE HER LIFE JUST AS SHE HAD LOST HER LIGHT; WITH ALARM, AND FINALLY WITH IGNORANCE. SHE DID NOT SUFFER AS HER MOTHER HAD, FOR SHE WAS AN AEON; INSTEAD, ACHAMOTH SUFFERED WORSE BECAUSE OF HER STATUS: ANOTHER TIDE OF EMOTION WASHED OVER HER, A DESIRE FOR CONVERSION--TO CHRIST OF COURSE--BY WHOM SHE HAD BEEN QUICKENED AND FASHIONED WITH A VIEW TOWARD THIS VERY CONVERSION.
XV.
NOW AT LAST THE PYTHAGOREANS CAN LEARN, THE STOICS CAN RECOGNIZE, AS CAN PLATO HIMSELF, WHERE THE MATTER WHICH THEY CALL ETERNAL OR UNCREATED HAD ITS ORIGIN AND BASIS AS PART OF THE STRUCTURE OF THIS WORLD. EVEN MERCURIUS TRISMEGISTUS, THAT MASTER OF ALL SCIENCES, NEVER DISCOVERED THIS. YOU HAVE HEARD OF ACHAMOTH'S CONVERSION, ANOTHER KIND OF SUFFERING; FROM THIS EVERY SOUL INHABITING THIS WORLD IS SAID TO HAVE ARISEN, EVEN THE SOUL OF THE DEMIURGE HIMSELF, WHO IS OUR GOD. YOU HAVE HEARD OF HER SADNESS AND FEAR; FROM THESE EVERYTHING ELSE BEGAN. FOR EXAMPLE, FROM HER TEARS THE WHOLE WORLD OF WATERS FLOWED. FROM THIS YOU CAN CALCULATE WHAT A DISASTER SHE ENCOUNTERED, SO MANY WERE THE KINDS OF TEARS SHE LET FLOW. SHE HAD SALTY, SHE HAD BITTER AND SWEET, SHE HAD HOT AND COLD DROPS, TARRY AND RUSTY, AND MINERAL, EVEN POISONOUS, LIKE THE WATER DRIPPING FROM NONACRIS WHICH KILLED ALEXANDER, OR THE FLOOD OF LYNCESTIAN WATERS WHICH MAKE MEN DRUNK, OR THE SALMACIS FOUNTAIN WHICH MAKE MEN EFFEMINATE. ACHAMOTH EVEN WEPT HEAVENLY SHOWERS AND WE GO SO FAR AS TO PRESERVE ANOTHER'S SORROWS AND TEARS IN OUR CISTERNS. NEXT, MATERIAL ELEMENTS WERE DERIVED FROM HER ALARM AND TERROR. MOREOVER, SHE SMILED OCCASIONALLY EVEN IN A SITUATION OF SUCH ISOLATION, IN A VISTA OF SUCH LONELINESS. SHE SMILED REMEMBERING CHRIST'S APPEARANCE. FROM THIS SAME SMILE OF JOY, LIGHT GLEAMED. WHAT A FAVOR OF FATE WHO FORCED HER TO SMILE NOW AND THEN TO KEEP US FROM BEING ALWAYS IN DARKNESS! DON'T BE SURPRISED; WHY SHOULDN'T SUCH A GLORIOUS ELEMENT BE RADIATED AROUND THE WORLD BY HER JOY? BY HER SORROW SHE WOULD HAVE DEPRIVED THE WORLD OF THIS NECESSARY PROVISION. O ILLUMINATING SMILE! O IRRIGATING TEAR! HER SMILE COULD ALSO HAVE BEEN A HELP AMID THE DESOLATION OF HER SITUATION; NAMELY IT COULD HAVE DRIVEN AWAY THE DARKNESS AS OFTEN AS SHE WANTED TO SMILE, ESPECIALLY SO THAT SHE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN FORCED TO PLEAD WITH THOSE WHO HAD DESERTED HER.
XVI.
SHE DID PLEAD, HOWEVER; SHE TURNED TO PRAYER JUST AS HER MOTHER HAD. CHRIST, HOWEVER, NOW DISLIKED GOING OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA AND SO SENDS A DEPUTY, PARACLETUS SAVIOUR. (THIS IS SUPPOSED TO BE JESUS, TO WHOM THE FATHER GAVE SUPREME POWER OVER ALL THE AEONS, MAKING EVERYONE SUBJECT TO HIM; CONSEQUENTLY, WE READ IN THE APOSTLE, "IN HIM ALL THINGS WERE CREATED" (COL. 1:16).) ANYWAY, CHRIST SENDS HIM WITH A RETINUE OF CO-ETERNAL ANGELS. YOU CAN IMAGINE THEY ACCOMPANIED HIM WITH TWELVE FASCES. AS SOON AS ACHAMOTH SAW THEM, ASTOUNDED BY THEIR STATELY PROCESSION, SHE VEILED HERSELF AT HER FIRST IMPULSE OF REVERENCE AND MODESTY. AFTERWARDS, SHE GAZED UPON HIM AND HIS PROLIFIC TRAIN. WITH THE STRENGTH SHE HAD GAINED FROM THIS GAZING SHE RAN TO HIM EXCLAIMING, "HAIL, LORD!" THEREUPON, AS I UNDERSTAND, HE RECEIVES HER, STRENGTHENS HER AND FORMS HER IN KNOWLEDGE AND FINALLY CLEANS HER FROM ALL DAMAGES CAUSED BY HER SUFFERING. HE SEPARATED OUT HER SUFFERINGS WITH MORE DISCRIMINATION THAN HE HAD SHOWN IN HER MOTHER'S CASE, FOR HE LUMPED TOGETHER ALL DEFECTS OR FAULTS, ACTIVE AND VIOLENT, AND SET THEM AS SUCH APART IN A SOLID MASS. HE CHANGED THEM FROM AN INCORPOREAL EMOTIONAL STATE INTO AN INCORPOREAL ANTECEDENT OF MATTER, WHICH WAS ENDOWED WITH A SORT OF NATURE OR APTITUDE BY WHICH IT COULD BE COME TWO OPPOSING AND COMPARABLE ENTITIES. IN DOING SO HE FOUNDED TWO SUBSTANCES, DIFFERENT IN NATURE: ONE EVIL BECAUSE OF THE DEFECTS AND FAULTS, ONE CAPABLE OF FEELING BE CAUSE OF THE INFLUENCE OF ACHAMOTH'S CONVERSION. THIS IS THE MATTER WHICH LINED US UP AGAINST HERMOGENES AND THE OTHERS WHO ASSUME GOD MADE EVERYTHING OUT OF MATTER, NOT OUT OF NOTHING.
XVII.
ACHAMOTH, SINCE SHE HAS BEEN RELEASED FINALLY FROM ALL EVILS, NOW, TO AND BEHOLD! GROWS AND BEARS FRUIT FOR GREATER ENDS IN THIS MANNER. WARMED BY HER JOY AT ESCAPING FROM HER UNHAPPINESS, AND BY HER GAZING AT THE ANGELIC LUMINARIES, SHE STARTS TO STEW INSIDE (SO TO SPEAK; I BLUSH AT THE PHRASE BUT THERE IS NO OTHER WAY TO SAY IT). IN SOME SUCH WAY SHE COMES INTO HEAT FOR THESE LUMINARIES AND IMMEDIATELY SWELLS UP WITH A SPIRIT-LIKE CONCEPTION FORMED ACCORDING TO THE VERY IMAGE WHICH SHE HAD SWALLOWED AND IMPRESSED ON HERSELF BY THE VIOLENCE OF HER JOYFUL EMOTIONS WHICH CAME FROM HER ANTICIPATION OF SEXUAL DELIGHT. FINALLY, SHE GIVES BIRTH AND A TRIAD OR NATURES WAS BORN FROM A TRIAD OF SOURCES: ONE MATERIAL, ARISING FROM HER SUFFERING; ONE SOUL-LIKE, ARISING FROM HER CONVERSION; A THIRD SPIRIT-LIKE, ARISING FROM HER MENTAL IMAGE OF CHRIST.
XVIII.
NOW THAT SHE HAS BECOME MORE PRACTICED IN MANAGING AFFAIRS BECAUSE OF THIS NEW STATUS--I.E., BEING A MOTHER OF THREE CHILDREN--SHE DECIDES TO SHAPE EACH KIND OF HER OFFSPRING. SHE COULD NOT, HOWEVER, TOUCH THE SPIRIT-LIKE ONE, SINCE SHE WAS HERSELF SPIRIT-LIKE; SIMILARITY OF NATURE USUALLY DISQUALIFIES CONSUBSTANTIAL BEINGS FROM HAVING POWER OVER ONE ANOTHER. CONSEQUENTLY, SHE TURNED TO THE SOUL-LIKE ONE WITH THE SAME PURPOSE, FOLLOWING SAVIOUR'S TRAINING. FIRST SHE DOES A DEED WHICH CANNOT BE SAID OR READ OR HEARD WITHOUT HORROR AT ITS BLASPHEMY: SHE FORMS OUR GOD, THE GOD OF EVERYONE EXCEPT HERETICS, THE FATHER AND DEMIURGE AND KING OF ALL THAT CAME AFTER HIM, AND HENCE CAME FROM HIM--IF INDEED YOU CAN SAY THAT THEY DO COME FROM HIM AND NOT RATHER FROM ACHAMOTH HERSELF, WHO INFLUENCED HIS ACTIONS SECRETLY, WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE, LIKE A PUPPETEER OPERATING FROM ABOVE. IN FACT, BECAUSE OF THIS UNCERTAINTY AS TO THE AUTHOR OF HIS WORKS, THEY MIX UP THE NAME METROPATER (THE MOTHER IS FATHER) FOR HIM, EVEN THOUGH HIS OTHER NAMES ARE DISTINCTLY ASSIGNED ACCORDING TO THE KIND AND PLACE OF HIS WORKS: FOR EXAMPLE, THEY CALL HIM FATHER OF THE SOUL-LIKE ELEMENTS, WHICH THEY PUT ON THE RIGHT HAND; THEY NAME HIM DEMIURGE OF MATTER, WHICH THEY PUT ON THE LEFT; HE IS KING BECAUSE HE HAS POWER OVER EVERYTHING TOGETHER.
XIX.
I OBJECT; THE PARTICULAR ESSENCE OF THESE NAMES DOES NOT FIT THE ESSENCE OF THE CREATIONS FROM WHICH THE NAMES COME, SINCE ALL THESE CREATIONS OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN NAMED AFTER THAT PERSON WHO CREATED THEM--UNLESS, OF COURSE, EVEN ACHAMOTH DID NOT CREATE THEM! TO BE SPECIFIC, THEY SAY THAT ACHAMOTH SKETCHED THESE PICTURES IN HONOR OF THE AEONS. YET THEY TRANSFER THIS WORK TO SOTER AS ITS ORIGINATOR WHO OPERATED THROUGH ACHAMOTH SO AS TO PRESENT HER AS THE VERY IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE AND UNKNOWN FATHER, SHE BEING INVISIBLE, OF COURSE, AND UNKNOWN TO THE DEMIURGE, AND IN THE SAME WAY HE CREATED THIS SAME DEMIURGE TO CORRESPOND TO NUS,THE SON. THE ASCHANGELS, CREATIONS OF THE DEMIURGE, ARE MODELS OF THE REST OF THE AEONS. WHEN I HEAR ABOUT SUCH PICTURES OF THESE THREE, I ASK YOU, DON'T YOU AGREE THAT I SHOULD LAUGH AT THESE PICTURES PAINTED BY SUCH A LUNATIC PAINTER? ACHAMOTH, A FEMALE AND YET THE IMAGE OF THE FATHER; THE DEMIURGE, IGNORANT OF HIS MOTHER--NOT TO MENTION OF HIS FATHER--YET REPRESENTING NUS WHO IS NOT IGNORANT OF HIS FATHER; THE ANGELS, THE REPRODUCTIONS OF THEIR MASTERS. THIS IS THE SAME AS COUNTERFEITING A FAKE OR DISTINGUISHING PTOLOMAEUS FROM VALENTINUS.
XX.
NOW, AS WE CAN SEE, WHILE THE DEMIURGE STANDS OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA'S BOUNDARIES IN THE SOLITARY CONFINEMENT OF ETERNAL EXILE, HE FOUNDS A NEW REALM, THIS WORLD OF OURS. HE CLEARS AWAY THE TANGLES AND SEPARATES THE TWOFOLD VARIETY OF THE SUBSTANCE EXILED WITH HIM, WHICH WAS SOUL-LIKE AND MATERIAL. FROM THIS INCORPOREAL MASS HE MADE HEAVY AND LIGHT THINGS, RISING AND FALLING BODIES, CELESTIAL AND EARTHLY ELEMENTS. THEN HE COMPLETED THAT SEVEN-LAYERED STAGE, HEAVEN, WITH HIS OWN THRONE ABOVE IT. CONSEQUENTLY, HE IS CALLED SABBATUS FROM THE SEVENNESS OF HIS HOME; LIKEWISE, HIS MOTHER, ACHAMOTH, IS CALLED OGDOAS FROM THE ANALOGY BETWEEN HER AND THE ORIGINAL GROUP OF EIGHT. THE VALENTINIANS CONSIDER THESE HEAVENS SAVANTS AND ALSO MAKE THEM ANGELS JUST AS THEY DO THE DEMIURGE; FOR EXAMPLE, THEY CALL THE FOURTH ARCHANGEL PARADISE (FOURTH, SINCE THEY PLACE HIM OVER THE THIRD HEAVEN), FROM WHOSE POWER ADAM DREW WHILE HE RESIDED THERE AMONG THE CLOUDLETS AND TREELETS. PTOLOMAEUS CERTAINLY REMEMBERED HIS CHILDHOOD BABBLINGS, APPLES GROWING IN THE OCEAN AND FISH ON TREES. IN THE SAME WAY HE ASSUMES NUT-TREES GROW IN THE SKY. OF COURSE, THE DEMIURGE ACTS IN IGNORANCE AND PERHAPS HE DOES NOT KNOW THAT TREES ARE SUPPOSED TO GROW ONLY IN THE GROUND. OBVIOUSLY, HIS MOTHER KNEW; WHY DID SHE NOT INFORM HIM SINCE SHE WAS IMPLEMENTING HER OWN PLANS? I WILL ASK LATER WHY SHE WAS UNWILLING THAT HE BE AWARE OF HER ACTIONS WHICH WOULD TESTIFY THAT HE IS FATHER AND GOD AND KING EVEN BEFORE THE VALENTINIANS BROUGHT THEIR INGENUITY INTO PLAY.
XXI.
MEANWHILE, JUST ACCEPT THE FACT THAT SOPHIA IS NAMED EARTH AND MOTHER AND WHAT IS MORE LAUGHABLE, HOLY SPIRIT, AS IF EARTH WERE MASCULINE. IN THIS WAY THEY HAVE BESTOWED ALL HIS HONORS ON A FEMALE--INCLUDING HIS BEARD, I PRESUME, NOT TO MENTION OTHER THINGS. AS FOR DEMIURGE, HE WAS SO INCAPABLE OF UNDERSTANDING HIS SITUATION, BEING UNABLE AS HE WAS OF APPROACHING SPIRIT-LIKE ESSENCES BECAUSE OF HIS SOUL-LIKE ORIGIN, THAT HE THOUGHT HIMSELF ALONE AND ANNOUNCED, "I AM THE LORD AND THERE IS NO OTHER" (ISA. 45:6). HE CERTAINLY KNEW THAT HE HAD NOT EXISTED BEFORE AND CONSEQUENTLY KNEW THAT HE HAD BEEN MADE AND THAT THERE WAS SOME CREATOR OF THE CREATION. HOW THEN CAN HE HAVE THOUGHT HE WAS ALONE, SINCE HE AT LEAST WOULD SUSPECT, EVEN IF HE DID NOT KNOW, THAT THERE WAS A CREATOR?
XXII.
THEIR SLANDERS AGAINST THE DEVIL ARE MORE ENDURABLE, ESPECIALLY BECAUSE HIS SCUMMY ORIGIN JUSTIFIES THEM. THEY CONSIDER HIM TO HAVE ARISEN FROM THE EVIL PART OF HER GRIEF; THEY AS SIGN THE ORIGIN OF ANGELS, DEMONS, AND ALL EVIL SPIRITS TO THE SAME SOURCE. NEVERTHELESS, THEY AFFIRM THAT HE IS THE CREATION OF THE DEMIURGE. THEY CALL HIM WORLD-HOLDER, AND THEY MAINTAIN THAT HE IS MORE AWARE OF THE HIGHER WORLD, SINCE HE IS SPIRIT-LIKE IN NATURE, THAN IS THE DEMIURGE, WHO IS SOUL-LIKE. HE WHOM ALL HERESIES SERVE DESERVES PREFERENCE FROM THEM!
XXIII.
TO RESUME, THEY STATION THE CITADELS OF THE VARIOUS POWERS WITHIN THE FOLLOWING BOUNDARIES: IN THE HEIGHT OF HEIGHTS THE THIRTY-FOLD PLEROMA RULES WITH HOROS DEFINING THE OUTER LIMIT. LOWER DOWN, ACHAMOTH RESIDES IN THE MIDDLE SPACE, STEPPING ON HER SON, SINCE THE DEMIURGE IS BELOW IN HIS SEVENTH HEAVEN. IT IS CERTAINLY FITTING THAT THE DEVIL IS WITH US IN THIS WORLD WHICH HAS BEEN CONGLOMERATED TOGETHER FROM THE SAME ELEMENTS, I.E., FROM SOPHIA'S PROFITABLE TROUBLES, AS I RELATED ABOVE. "PROFITABLE," I SAY, BECAUSE HE WOULD HAVE HAD NO AIR, THAT RECEPTACLE OF OUR EXHALED BREATH, THAT SOFT COVERING OF ALL BODIES, THAT DETERMINER OF ALL COLORS, THAT ENGINE MOVING THE SEASONS, IF SOPHIA'S SADNESS HAD NOT CULTIVATED IT, JUST AS HER FEAR CULTIVATED SOUL-LIKE BODIES AND HER CONVERSION CULTIVATED THE DEMIURGE HIMSELF. IN ALL THESE ELEMENTS AND BODIES FIRE WAS KINDLED--NOW SINCE THE VALENTINIANS HAVE NOT YET REVEALED THE FEELING IN SOPHIA WHICH WAS THE ORIGIN OF THIS FIRE, I WILL CONJECTURE FOR THE PRESENT THAT IT WAS STRUCK UP DURING HER FEVERISH DELIRIUM. YOU CAN BE QUITE SURE SHE WAS FEVERISH AMID SUCH TROUBLES.
XXIV.
IF THEY DREAM UP SUCH THINGS ABOUT GOD--OR RATHER ABOUT GODS --WHAT SORT OF THINGS WILL THEY DREAM UP ABOUT MAN? THEY SAY THAT AFTER THE DEMIURGE HAS SET THE WORLD IN MOTION, HE TURNS HIS HAND TO MAN. HE GATHERS MATERIAL FOR MAKING MAN NOT (AS THEY SAY) FROM THE "DRY" LAND, WHICH IS THE ONLY ONE WE KNOW --THEY SAY THIS AS IF THIS LAND WERE NOT YET DRY, ALTHOUGH IT BECAME SO LATER, SINCE AT THAT TIME THE WATERS HAD NOT YET BEEN SEPARATED FROM THE REMAINING MUD. INSTEAD, HE GATHERS THE MATERIAL FROM THE INVISIBLE MASS OF THAT WELL-KNOWN METAPHYSICAL MATTER, FROM ITS FLOWING AND VISCOUS PART. I TAKE THE LIBERTY OF CONJECTURING AS TO ITS ORIGIN, SINCE NO ONE HAS REVEALED IT YET: SINCE FLUIDITY AND VISCOSITY ARE CHARACTERISTICS OF LIQUIDS AND SINCE ALL LIQUIDS FLOWED FROM SOPHIA'S TEARS, IT FOLLOWS THAT WE MUST BELIEVE MUD TO BE THE RHEUM AND SAND WHICH ARE INDEED THE DREGS OF TEARS, JUST AS MUD IS THE SEDIMENT OF WATER. IN THIS WAY THE DEMIURGE SHAPES MAN AND GIVES HIM LIFE FROM HIS OWN BREATH. THUS MAN IS SUPPOSED TO BE MATERIAL AND SOUL-LIKE SINCE HE IS MADE AFTER THE DEMIURGE'S IMAGE AND LIKENESS AS A FOUR-FOLD CREATION: (1) AS HIS IMAGE WE WILL GRANT THAT HE BE CONSIDERED EARTHY, I.E., MATERIAL, EVEN THOUGH THE DEMIURGE IS NOT MATERIAL; (2) AS HIS LIKENESS HE MUST BE SOUL-LIKE, BECAUSE THE DEMIURGE IS ALSO; (3) AFTERWARDS THEY SAY THAT A FLESHY COATING WAS PUT ON OVER THE EARTHY AND THAT THIS COATING IS THE SHIRT OF SKIN WHICH HAS SENSE ORGANS.
XXV.
(4) ACHAMOTH HAD A SMALL INHERITANCE OF SPIRIT-LIKE SEED DERIVED FROM THE SUBSTANCE OF HER MOTHER, SOPHIA, AND IDENTICAL TO HER MOTHER. ACHAMOTH HID THIS AWAY IN HER SON THE DEMIURGE ALL UNKNOWN TO HIM. (IMAGINE THE PERSEVERANCE OF HER SECRET FORESIGHT!) SHE DEPOSITED IT AND HID IT FOR THIS PURPOSE, NAMELY THAT WHEN THE DEMIURGE LATER BLEW THE SOUL INTO ADAM WITH HIS BREATH, THAT SPIRIT-LIKE SEED MIGHT BE DIVERTED INTO THE EARTHY MATTER THROUGH THE WINDPIPE. THEN, AFTER IT HAD BEEN NOURISHED IN THE MATERIAL BODY AS IN A UTERUS AND AFTER IT HAD GROWN TO MATURITY THERE, IT MIGHT BE FOUND CAPABLE OF RECEIVING ONE DAY THE COMPLETE LOGOS. CONSEQUENTLY, WHEN THE DEMIURGE WAS GRAFTING THIS SCION OF HIS SOUL ONTO ADAM, THE "SPIRIT-LIKE MAN" LAY HIDDEN THERE TOO, SINCE IT HAD BEEN PLANTED IN THE DEMIURGE'S BREATH AND INTRODUCED ALONG WITH THE BREATH IN ADAM'S BODY. I SAY "HIDDEN" BECAUSE THE DEMIURGE KNEW NO MORE ABOUT THIS SEED FROM HIS MOTHER THAN HE DID ABOUT HER HERSELF. THIS SEED THEY CALL, CHURCH. THEY SAY IT IS A MIRROR OF THE HIGHER CHURCH AND MAN; ACCORDINGLY, THEY CONSIDER THIS SEED AS AN INHERITANCE FROM ACHAMOTH, JUST AS THEY CONSIDER THE SOUL-LIKE PART AS COMING FROM THE DEMIURGE, THE EARTHY FROM THE PRIMORDIAL SUBSTANCE, THE FLESHY FROM MATTER. NOW YOU HAVE A NEW GERYON, ONLY FOUR-FOLD INSTEAD OF THREE.
XXVI.
JUST AS THEY ASSIGN DIFFERENT ORIGINS TO EACH PART, SO THEY ASSIGN TO EACH A DIFFERENT END: TO THE MATERIAL (FLESHY) NATURE, WHICH THEY ALSO CALL "LEFT-HAND," THEY ASSIGN CERTAIN DESTRUCTION; TO THE SOUL-LIKE, WHICH THEY CALL "RIGHTHAND," THEY ASSIGN A CONTINGENT FATE DEPENDING ON WHETHER IT INCLINES MORE TOWARD THE SPIRIT-LIKE OR MORE TOWARD THE MATERIAL REALMS, BETWEEN WHICH IT WAVERS. BECAUSE OF THIS (THEY SAY), THE SPIRIT-LIKE NATURE WAS SENT OUT TO PREPARE THE SOUL LIKE NATURE, SO THAT THE SOUL-LIKE NATURE COULD BE EDUCATED WITH IT AND TRAINED BY LONG ASSOCIATION. OTHERWISE, THE SOUL LIKE NATURE WOULD HAVE LACKED EVEN THE TRAINING FURNISHED BY THE SENSES. FOR THIS PURPOSE, THE STRUCTURE OF THE WORLD WAS DEVISED, FOR THIS SAVIOUR WAS PRESENTED TO THE WORLD, NAMELY FOR THE SALVATION OF THE SOUL-LIKE NATURE. IN STILL ANOTHER VERSION, THEY WILL HAVE YOU BELIEVE THAT THIS PRODIGY (SAVIOUR) PUT ON THE CHIEF PARTS OF THOSE SUBSTANCES, THE ENTIRETY OF WHICH HE INTENDED TO SAVE. HE DID THIS BY TAKING ON THE SPIRIT-LIKE NATURE FROM ACHAMOTH AND THE SOUL-LIKE NATURE, REPRESENTED IN CHRIST, WHICH HE DERIVED FROM THE DEMIURGE. AS FOR THE REST, HE HAD A BODILY NATURE, (WHICH WAS MADE FROM SOUL-LIKE SUBSTANCE WITH WONDERFUL AND INDESCRIBABLE SKILL), ONLY FOR THE SAKE OF HELPING HIMSELF IN HIS WORK; IN IT HE MIGHT BE CAPABLE OF BEING MET, SEEN, TOUCHED, AND EVEN CAPABLE OF DYING FOR AN UNGRATEFUL WORLD. IN REALITY, HOWEVER, THERE WAS NOTHING MATERIAL IN HIM SINCE MATTER IS WHOLLY ALIEN TO SALVATION. THEY SAY THIS AS IF OTHER NATURES NEEDED SAVIOUR MORE THAN THOSE WHO LACK SALVATION! ALL THIS SO THAT THEY MIGHT REVOKE OUR FLESH'S HOPE OF SALVATION BY ESTRANGING IT FROM CHRIST!
XXVII.
NOW I CONTINUE WITH WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT CHRIST ON WHOM THEY GRAFT JESUS--WITH THE SAME LIBERTY AS WHEN THEY STUFF THE SPIRIT-LIKE SEED IN HIM ALONG WITH THE SOUL-LIKE BREATH. THEY MAKE HIM A MASH OF INVENTIONS OF BOTH MEN AND GODS: THE DEMIURGE ALSO HAS HIS OWN CHRIST, HIS NATURAL SON (CONSEQUENTLY SOUL-LIKE), PRODUCED FROM HIMSELF, PREACHED BY THE PROPHETS. HIS NATURE MUST BE DECIDED BY PREPOSITIONS: SPECIFICALLY, HE WAS PRODUCED THROUGH A VIRGIN, NOT FROM A VIRGIN, BECAUSE HE CAME INTO EXISTENCE CARRIED IN A VIRGIN IN A TRANSPORTATIONAL, NOT A GENERATIONAL, SENSE. HE CAME THROUGH HER, NOT FROM HER; HE EXPERIENCED HER NOT AS A MOTHER BUT AS A CONVEYANCE. UPON THIS CHRIST, THEN, IN THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM, JESUS DESCENDED IN THE FORM OF A DOVE. APART FROM THIS, THERE WAS EVEN IN THIS CHRIST SPICE FROM THE SPIRIT-LIKE SEED OF ACHAMOTHTO KEEP THE REST OF THE STUFFING FROM SPOILING, I PRESUME. FOLLOWING THE ANALOGY OF THE FIRST TETRAD, THEY CROWD HIM WITH FOUR SUBSTANCES: THE SPIRIT-LIKE FROM ACHAMOTH, THE SOUL-LIKE FROM THE DEMIURGE, THE BODILY WHICH IS INDESCRIBABLE, AND THE SUBSTANCE FROM SAVIOUR, NAMELY DOVE-LIKE. SAVIOUR AT ANY RATE REMAINED IN CHRIST UNTOUCHED, UNHURT, UNKNOWN. FINALLY, WHEN CAPTURED, HE LEFT HIM DURING PILATE'S QUESTIONING. LIKEWISE, THE SEED FROM HIS MOTHER DID NOT RECEIVE INJURY, BEING EQUALLY, IMMUNE AND UNKNOWN EVEN TO THE DEMIURGE. THE SOUL-LIKE AND BODILY CHRIST SUFFERED TO ILLUSTRATE THE EXPERIENCE OF THE HIGHER CHRIST WHO WAS STRETCHED ON CROSS, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS HOROS, WHEN HE SHAPED ACHAMOTH IN ESSENCE, THOUGH NOT IN INTELLIGIBLE FORM. IN SUCH A WAY EVERYTHING BECOMES AN ILLUSTRATION OR IMAGE; EVEN, OBVIOUSLY, THESE CHRISTIANS THEMSELVES ARE IMAGINARY.
XXVIII.
MEANWHILE, THE DEMIURGE IS STILL IGNORANT OF ALL THIS. EVEN THOUGH HE IS SUPPOSED TO PROCLAIM THESE MATTERS THROUGH THE PROPHETS, HE IS NOT AWARE OF THE TRUE MEANING OF THIS TASK OF HIS, BECAUSE THE VALENTINIANS ALLOT THE PROPHETS' PATRONAGE TO THREE ENTITIES: ACHAMOTH, HER SEED, THE DEMIURGE. ANYWAY, WHEN HE HAS HEARD OF SAVIOUR'S APPROACH, HE RUNS TO MEET HIM CRYING "HAIL!" HE CAME WITH HIS ENTIRE FORCE (THE SYMBOL FOR THIS IS THE CENTURION IN THE GOSPEL), AND WHEN HE WAS ENLIGHTENED BY SAVIOUR CONCERNING EVERYTHING, HE DISCOVERED HIS OWN PROSPECTS, NAMELY THAT HE WOULD SUCCEED TO HIS MOTHER'S OFFICE. HEREAFTER HE ADMINISTERS THE WORLD CONFIDENTLY, ESPECIALLY FOR THE SAKE OF PROTECTING THE CHURCH AS LONG AS NECESSARY.
XXIX.
I SHALL NOW GATHER FROM VARIOUS SOURCES MATERIAL TO DEMONSTRATE WHAT THEY HAVE DECREED ABOUT THE CLASSIFICATION OF THE HUMAN RACE. THEY SAY THAT FROM THE BEGINNING MAN HAD A THREE-FOLD NATURE WHICH WAS NEVERTHELESS UNITED IN ADAM. AFTER ADAM THEY DIVIDE UP MAN'S NATURE ACCORDING TO ITS INDIVIDUAL CHARACTERISTICS. THEY HAVE FOUND AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLICATE THIS SORT OF DIVISION IN THE POSTERITY OF ADAM HIMSELF, A POSTERITY, DIVIDED INTO THREE DIFFERENT MORAL CHARACTERS. CAIN, ABEL, SETH, WHO CAN BE CALLED THE WELL-SPRINGS OF THE HUMAN RACE, DISTRIBUTE TO THIS RACE THEIR QUALITIES OF CHARACTER AND THE RESULTS OF HOW THEY WERE JUDGED. SPECIFICALLY, THE VALENTINIANS ASSIGN THE EARTHY NATURE, REGRESSED FROM SALVATION, TO CAIN; THE SOUL-LIKE NATURE, BALANCED BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL PROSPECTS, THEY PLACE IN ABEL; THE SPIRIT-LIKE, PREJUDGED FIT FOR SALVATION, THEY FIND IN SETH. CONSEQUENTLY, THEY SEPARATE SOULS INTO TWO GROUPS, GOOD OR EVIL, ACCORDING TO THEIR NATURE, EARTHY FROM CAIN, SOUL-LIKE FROM ABEL. THEY DISTINGUISH ONLY TWO GROUPS BECAUSE THEY PUT THE SPIRIT-LIKE NATURE FROM SETH ON A DIFFERENT LEVEL ARBITRARILY AND CALL IT GRACE, NOT A NATURE, A GRACE WHICH ACHAMOTH RAINS FROM ABOVE INTO GOOD SOULS, I.E., SOULS OF THE SOUL-LIKE CATEGORY. (ONLY INTO THESE, FOR THE EARTHY KIND, I.E., EVIL, CAN NEVER ATTAIN SALVATION. THEY DEFINE THIS EARTHY NATURE AS UNCHANGEABLE AND INCORRIGIBLE BY NATURE.) THEREFORE, THIS GRAIN OF A SPIRIT-LIKE SEED IS INSIGNIFICANT AND SMALL WHEN IT IS SOWN, BUT BECAUSE OF ITS TRAINING, THE WORTHINESS OF THESE SOULS GROWS AND ADVANCES-AS WE SAID ABOVE-UNTIL THEY BECOME SO OUTSTANDING THAT THE DEMIURGE, IGNORANT AT THAT TIME (I.E., BEFORE CHRIST'S APPEARANCE) OF THE CAUSE, VALUES THEM HIGHLY. FROM THEIR NUMBER HE HABITUALLY CHOSE KINGS AND PRIESTS. EVEN NOW IF THEY ATTAIN A FULL AND COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE OF THESE IDIOCIES, THEY WILL GAIN CERTAIN SALVATION, A SALVATION WHICH IS INDEED DUE THEM SINCE THEY ARE BORN INTO THE SPIRIT-LIKE STATE.
XXX.
BECAUSE OF THESE BELIEFS, THEY DO NOT CONSIDER GOOD WORKS NECESSARY FOR THEMSELVES, AND THEY DO NOT OBSERVE ANY CALLS OF DUTY. THEY ALSO AVOID THE NECESSITY OF BEING MARTYRS BY ANY CONVENIENT QUIBBLE, FOR THEY SAY THIS RULE OF WORKS HAS BEEN PRESCRIBED FOR THE SOUL-LIKE SEED IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT WORK OUT BY OUR ACTIONS THAT SALVATION WHICH WE DO NOT POSSESS BY VIRTUE OF OUR NATURE. WE WHO HAVE INCOMPLETE KNOWLEDGE AND WHO DO NOT KNOW THELETUS, HAVE THE MARK, INDEED, WHICH BELONGS TO ABORTIVE CREATURES (LIKE THEIR MOTHER ACHAMOTH). AS FOR US--WOE, IF WE STEP OUTSIDE THE YOKE OF DISCIPLINE IN ANY RESPECT; WOE, IF WE ARE SLUGGISH IN DOING WORKS OF HOLINESS OR JUSTIFICATION; WOE, IF WE HOPE TO CONFESS OUR FAITH SOME WHERE OTHER THAN AMONG THE POWERS OF THIS WORLD, I.E., AT THE TRIBUNAL OF THE JUDGES. FOR THEIR PART, THEY PROVE THEIR NOBLE BIRTH BY THE LOOSENESS OF THEIR LIFE AND BY THEIR DELIGHT IN SIN. ACHAMOTH IN THIS WAY CODDLES HER OWN, SINCE SHE SINNED AND BENEFITED BY IT. THEY HAVE THE RULE (ADOPTED FOR THE PURPOSE OF HONORING THE HIGHER PAIRS) OF CONTEMPLATING AND ENGAGING FREQUENTLY IN THE SACRAMENT OF UNITING WITH A "COMPANION," NAMELY, A WOMAN. THEY CONSIDER A MAN PERVERSE AND A FALSE SON OF TRUTH IF HE DOES NOT, DURING HIS LIFE ON EARTH, LOVE A WOMAN AND JOIN HIMSELF TO HER. IF SO, WHAT DO THE EUNUCHS DO WHOM WE SEE AMONG THEM?
XXXI.
THEIR OPINIONS ABOUT THE END OF THE WORLD AND THE DISTRIBUTION OF REWARD AND PUNISHMENT ARE LEFT TO DISCUSS: WHEN ACHAMOTH HAS PRESSED OUT THE MASS OF HER SEED AND WHEN SHE HAS BEGUN TO STORE IT IN HER CELLAR, OR (TO CHANGE THE METAPHOR) WHEN SHE HAS CARRIED IT TO THE MILL AND THEN HAS HIDDEN THE FLOUR IN THE LEAVEN OF SALVATION UNTIL SHE HAS GATHERED IT ALL, THEN THE END IS VERY NEAR. AT FIRST ACHAMOTH HERSELF WILL BE MOVED FROM HER POSITION IN THE MIDDLE, I.E., FROM THE SECOND STOREY, TO THE PENTHOUSE, AND SHE WILL BE RESTORED TO THE PLEROMA. IMMEDIATELY THAT GLUED-TOGETHER SAVIOUR RECEIVES HER, AS HER BRIDEGROOM, OF COURSE; BOTH TOGETHER MAKE A NEW PAIR. THIS IS SUPPOSED TO BE THE BRIDEGROOM MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE, WITH THE PLEROMA AS BRIDAL-CHAMBER! YOU MIGHT THINK THAT THE JULIAN LAWS ARE INTERVENING, SINCE THERE ARE THESE TRIPS FROM PLACE TO PLACE. JUST LIKE HIS MOTHER, THE DEMIURGE WILL THEN MOVE FROM HIS SEVENTH HEAVEN INTO A HIGHER PLACE, INTO THE NOW VACANT APARTMENTS OF HIS MOTHER. NOW HE CAN KNOW ABOUT HER, EVEN THOUGH HE DOES NOT SEE HER. BUT, IF ALL THESE THINGS HAD HAPPENED, HE MIGHT HAVE PREFERRED TO BE IN THE DARK ABOUT HER FOREVER.
XXXII.
THE HUMAN RACE HAS THIS FATE: COMPLETE DESTRUCTION FOR EVERY SOUL STAMPED "EARTHY" OR "MATERIAL," BECAUSE "ALL FLESH IS GRASS" (ISA. 40:6). WE SEE THAT THEY THINK EVEN THE SOUL IS MORTAL UNLESS IT FINDS SALVATION BY FAITH. THE SOULS OF RIGHTEOUS MEN, NAMELY OURS, WILL BE CARRIED TO THE DEMIURGE IN THE SHELTER OF HIS MIDDLE REGION--WE ARE THANKFUL; WE WILL BE HAPPY TO BE COUNTED WITH OUR GOD FROM WHOM WE RECEIVED OUR SOUL-LIKE ORIGIN. NOTHING IS ADMITTED INTO THE PALACE OF THE PLEROMA EXCEPT THE SPIRIT-LIKE SWARM OF VALENTINUS. THESE MEN THEN, MEN DESTINED TO ENTER THE PLEROMA, ARE UNCLOTHED FIRST; TO BE UNCLOTHED MEANS TO PUT ASIDE THE SOULS WITH WHICH THEY ARE ONLY APPARENTLY ENDOWED. THEY RETURN TO THE DEMIURGE THESE SOULS WHICH THEY RECEIVED FROM HIM. THEY BECOME SPIRITS ENTIRELY METAPHYSICAL, IMMUNE TO RESTRAINT OR DETECTION; IN THIS FASHION THEY ARE RECEIVED INVISIBLY INTO THE PLEROMA SECRETLY, IF THIS IS THE WAY IT IS! WHAT THEN? THEY ARE HANDED OUT TO THE ANGELS WHO ACCOMPANY SAVIOUR. AS SONS, DO YOU SUPPOSE? NO. AS VALETS PERHAPS? NOT EVEN THIS. AS GHOSTS? I WISH EVEN THIS WERE THE CASE! WHAT, THEN, IF YOU ARE NOT ASHAMED TO SAY? AS WIVES! FOR MARRIAGES THEY WILL PLAY "RAPE THE SABINES" AMONG THEMSELVES. THIS IS THE REWARD FOR BEING "SPIRIT-LIKE"; THIS IS THE PRIZE FOR BELIEVING. THESE ARE PROPER LITTLE STORIES; FOR EXAMPLE, YOU, MARCUS, OR YOU, GAIUS, AT PRESENT BEARDED IN THIS BODY AND IN THIS SOUL A STERN HUSBAND, FATHER, GRANDFATHER, OR GREAT-GRANDFATHER CERTAINLY MASCULINE ENOUGH--THEN, IN THIS HAREM OF A PLEROMA, BY SOME ANGEL YOU MIGHT BE...BY MY SILENCE I HAVE ALREADY SAID IT. ANYWAY, PERHAPS YOU MIGHT GIVE BIRTH TO SOME NEW AEON. IN PLACE OF THE USUAL TORCH AND VEIL I IMAGINE THAT FAMOUS MYSTERIOUS FIRE WILL BLAZE OUT TO SOLEMNIZE THE CEREMONY, AND WILL DEVASTATE THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE, THEN BE REDUCED TO NOTHING, AFTER IT HAS INCINERATED EVERYTHING. THAT WILL BE THE END OF THEIR MYTH. BUT I AM CERTAINLY THE RASH ONE FOR BETRAYING, EVEN IN JEST, SUCH A GREAT MYSTERY. I SHOULD BE AFRAID THAT ACHAMOTH, WHO WANTED TO BE UNRECOGNIZED EVEN BY HER OWN SON, MAY RAGE; THAT THELETUS MAY BECOME ANGRY; THAT FORTUNATA MAY BE IRRITATED. BUT WHY WORRY? I AM THE DEMIURGE'S MAN. IT WILL BE MY FATE TO RETURN AFTER DEATH TO A PLACE WHERE THERE IS NO GIVING IN MARRIAGE, WHERE WE ARE TO BE FURTHER CLOTHED RATHER THAN UNCLOTHED (II COR. 5); WHERE EVEN IF I WERE UNCLOTHED OF MY SEX, I WOULD BE CLASSIFIED AS AN ANGEL, NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE. NO ONE WILL DO ANYTHING TO ME SINCE HE WILL NOT FIND ME AS MALE THEN.
XXXIII.
I WILL AT LAST PRODUCE BY WAY OF A FINALE TO SO LONG A TALE THOSE THINGS WHICH I PREFERRED TO PUT OFF UNTIL NOW TO AVOID INTERRUPTING THE ORDER OF NARRATION AND DISTURBING THE READER'S ATTENTION. THE FOLLOWING TOPICS ARE GATHERED FROM HERE AND THERE IN COMMENTARIES BY PTOLOMAEUS' IMPROVERS. YES, IMPROVERS, FOR THERE HAVE ARISEN IN HIS SCHOOL STUDENTS SUPERIOR TO THEIR MASTER. THESE HAVE DEVISED A DOUBLE MARRIAGE FOR THEIR BYTHOS; HIS WIVES ARE THOUGHT AND WILL. HE HAD TWO BECAUSE THOUGHT ALONE WAS NOT ENOUGH; NOTHING CAN BE PRODUCED BY THOUGHT ALONE. FROM THE TWO, HOWEVER, MONOGENES AND TRUTH WERE QUITE EASILY PROCREATED IN MARRIAGE; TRUTH IN THE IMAGE OF THE FEMALE THOUGHT, MONOGENES IN THE IMAGE OF THE MALE WILL. THE EFFECT OF WILL IS TO MAKE THOUGHT PRODUCTIVE AND HENCE WILL IS CLASSED AS MALE.
XXXIV.
OTHER STUDENTS, MORE STRAIT-LACED, HAVE KEPT IN MIND THE HONOR DUE TO DIVINITY AND HAVE REMOVED THE SAME OF EVEN ONE WIFE FROM BYTHOS; THEY PREFER TO ATTRIBUTE NO SEX TO HIM; PERHAPS THEY USE THE NEUTER GENDER AND CALL HIM "THIS DIVINE THING" RATHER THAN "THIS GOD." OTHERS ON THE CONTRARY SAY HE IS BOTH MASCULINE AND FEMININE. I HOPE FENESTELLA, THE NOTED HISTORIAN, DOES NOT THINK HERMAPHRODITES OCCUR ONLY AMONG THE PEOPLE OF LUNA.
XXXV.
THERE ARE SOME WHO ASSERT THAT BYTHOS IS THE LAST, NOT THE FIRST. THEY PUT THEIR OGDOAD FIRST, DERIVING FROM IT A TETRAD TO BE SURE, BUT UNDER OTHER NAMES: FIRST THEY PUT PROARCHE (PRE-BEGINNING), NEXT ANENNOETOS (INCONCEIVABLE), THIRD ARRHETOS (INEFFABLE), FOURTH AORATOS (INVISIBLE). FROM PROARCHE THEY SAY ARCHE (BEGINNING) CAME FORTH IN THE FIRST AND FIFTH PLACES. FROM ANENNOETOS CAME ACATALEPTOS (INCOMPREHENSIBLE) IN THE SECOND AND SIXTH PLACES. FROM ARRHETOS CAME ANONOMASTOS (UNNAMABLE) IN THE THIRD AND SEVENTH PLACES. FROM INVISIBLE CAME AGENNETOS (UNBEGOTTEN) IN THE FOURTH AND EIGHTH PLACES. WHAT RATIONAL SYSTEM ARRANGES IT THAT INDIVIDUAL AEONS ARE BORN IN TWO SEPARATE PLACES? I PREFER NOT KNOWING TO FINDING OUT. WHAT GOOD CAN A SYSTEM HAVE WHICH IS PROMULGATED WITH SUCH PERVERSITIES?
XXXVI.
HOW MUCH MORE SENSIBLE ARE THOSE STUDENTS WHO ELIMINATE ALL THIS BORING TRASH! THEY DERIVE NO AEON ONE FROM ANOTHER IN TRULY PENTAGONIAN STEPS. INSTEAD, THEY SAY, IN ONE FELL SWOOP THAT OCTAD BURST FROM PROPATER AND HIS ENNOEA AND THAT THEY GET THEIR NAMES FROM EACH STEP IN THE PROCESS: WHEN HE DECIDED TO PRODUCE AN OFFSPRING THEN IT WAS CALLED FATHER; WHEN HE TRULY CARRIED OUT HIS INTENTION AND DID PRODUCE IT, THEN IT WAS CALLED TRUTH; WHEN HE WISHED THAT HE BE PRAISED, THIS WAS CALLED MAN; THE ENTITIES WHICH HE PRE-IMAGINED WHEN HE PRODUCES THEM WERE CALLED CHURCH. MAN SPOKE THE WORD, AND THIS IS HIS FIRST-BORN SON. LIFE WAS ADDED TO WORD AND THUS THE FIRST OGDOAD IS COMPLETED. ALL THIS IS ENTIRELY TIRESOME AND WEAK.
XXXVII.
NOW NOTE THESE OTHER HUCKSTER INGENUITIES OF ONE OF THEIR MORE RENOWNED TEACHERS. HE HAS DECREED--WITH HIS PONTIFICAL AUTHORITY--THE FOLLOWING: "THERE EXISTED BEFORE THE UNIVERSE PROARCHE (PRE-BEGINNING) WHO CANNOT BE IMAGINED, DESCRIBED, OR NAMED, WHICH I WILL NAME MONOTES. ANOTHER POWER WAS ASSOCIATED WITH HIM. I CALL THIS OTHER HENOTES. THESE NAMES MEAN "ALONENESS" AND "ONE-NESS." MONOTES AND HENOTES, STILL UNITED, BROUGHT FORTH, BUT DID NOT BEGET, THE BEGINNINGS OF THE UNIVERSE, METAPHYSICAL, UNBORN, INVISIBLE, WHICH HIS WORD CALLED MONAD (SINGLENESS). MONAD AS WELL HAD A POWER OF LIKE SUBSTANCE ATTACHED TO HIM CALLED UNITY. THESE POWERS THEN, ALONENESS, ONENESS, SINGLENESS, UNITY, PROPAGATED ALL THE OTHER EMANATIONS OF AEONS. O WHAT A GREAT DIFFERENCE! YOU CAN CHANGE UNITY, ONENESS, SINGLENESS, ALONE NESS HOWEVER YOU LIKE; IT WILL STILL BE ONE.
XXXVIII.
SECUNDUS IS MORE SUCCINCT: HE DIVIDES THE OGDOAD INTO TWO TETRADS, A RIGHT AND A LEFT, A LIGHT AND A DARK. HE IS ALSO MORE RESPECTFUL OF HIS AEONS: HE DOES NOT WISH TO DERIVE THE APOSTATIZING AND IMPERFECT POWER FROM ANY OF THE AEONS, BUT INSTEAD FROM THE PRODUCTS OF THEIR NATURES.
XXXIX.
HOW DIFFERENTLY THEY THINK EVEN ABOUT OUR LORD JESUS. SOME CONSTRUCT HIM OUT OF THE BLOOMS OF ALL THE AEONS. OTHERS ASSERT THAT HE WAS MADE OUT OF THE TEN ALONE WHOM WORD AND LIFE PRODUCED, AND FOR THIS REASON THE TITLES "WORD" AND "LIFE" APPLY TO HIM. STILL OTHERS DERIVE HIM FROM THE TWELVE, I.E., THE OFFSPRING OF MAN AND CHURCH, AND CALL HIM AS A RESULT SON OF MAN AFTER HIS GRANDFATHER. OTHERS SAY THAT HE WAS FORMED BY CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO WERE PLANNING AHEAD FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE WORLD; HENCE HE IS HEIR TO HIS FATHER'S SURNAME. THERE ARE THOSE WHO IMAGINE THE TITLE SON OF MAN CAME FROM NOTHING ELSE BUT THIS: THE FATHER CALLED HIMSELF MAN BECAUSE OF THE GREAT MYSTERY IN THIS NAME. SO, THEY PRESUME. CONSEQUENTLY, WHAT CAN YOU HOPE FOR IF YOU BELIEVE IN THAT GOD TO WHOM YOU ARE MADE EQUAL? AMONG THE VALENTINIANS SUCH INGENUITIES ARE ALWAYS CROPPING UP BECAUSE OF OVER-SEEDING. AS A RESULT, THE VALENTINIAN DOCTRINES, WHICH BUDDED IN THE MANNER DESCRIBED ABOVE, HAVE ATTAINED THEIR FULL GROWTH AS A FOREST OF GNOSTIC DOCTRINES. 
TERTULLIAN: AGAINST HERMOGENES
TERTULLIAN AGAINST HERMOGENES. CONTAINING AN ARGUMENT AGAINST HIS OPINION THAT MATTER IS ETERNAL.
CHAP.I.--THE OPINIONS OF HERMOGENES, BY THE PRESCRIPTIVE RULE OF ANTIQUITY SHOWN TO BE HERETICAL. NOT DERIVED FROM CHRISTIANITY, BUT FROM HEATHEN PHILOSOPHY. SOME OF THE TENETS MENTIONED. 
WE ARE ACCUSTOMED, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SHORTENING ARGUMENT, TO LAY DOWN THE RULE AGAINST HERETICS OF THE LATENESS OF THEIR DATE. FOR IN AS FAR AS BY OUR RULE, PRIORITY IS GIVEN TO THE TRUTH, WHICH ALSO FORETOLD THAT THERE WOULD BE HERESIES, IN SO FAR MUST ALL LATER OPINIONS BE PREJUDGED AS HERESIES, BEING SUCH AS WERE, BY THE MORE ANCIENT RULE OF TRUTH, PREDICTED AS (ONE DAY) TO HAPPEN. NOW, THE DOCTRINE OF HERMOGENES HAS THIS TAINT OF NOVELTY. HE IS, IN SHORT, A MAN LIVING IN THE WORLD AT THE PRESENT TIME; BY HIS VERY NATURE A HERETIC, AND TURBULENT WITHAL, WHO MISTAKES LOQUACITY FOR ELOQUENCE, AND SUPPOSES IMPUDENCE TO BE FIRMNESS, AND JUDGES IT TO BE THE DUTY OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE TO SPEAK ILL OF INDIVIDUALS. MOREOVER, HE DESPISES GOD'S LAW IN HIS PAINTING, MAINTAINING REPEATED MARRIAGES, ALLEGES THE LAW OF GOD IN DEFENSE OF LUST, AND YET DESPISES IT IN RESPECT OF HIS ART. HE FALSITIES BY A TWOFOLD PROCESS--WITH HIS CAUTERY AND HIS PEN. HE IS A THOROUGH ADULTERER, BOTH DOCTRINALLY AND CARNALLY, SINCE HE IS RANK INDEED WITH THE CONTAGION OF YOUR MARRIAGE-HACKS, AND HAS ALSO FAILED IN CLEAVING TO THE RULE OF FAITH AS MUCH AS THE APOSTLE'S OWN HERMOGENES. HOWEVER, NEVER MIND THE MAN, WHEN IT IS HIS DOCTRINE WHICH I QUESTION. HE DOES NOT APPEAR TO ACKNOWLEDGE ANY OTHER CHRIST AS LORD, THOUGH HE HOLDS HIM IN A DIFFERENT WAY; BUT BY THIS DIFFERENCE IN HIS FAITH HE REALLY MAKES HIM ANOTHER BEING, NAY, HE TAKES FROM HIM EVERYTHING WHICH IS GOD, SINCE HE WILL NOT HAVE IT THAT HE MADE ALL THINGS OF NOTHING. FOR, TURNING AWAY FROM CHRISTIANS TO THE PHILOSOPHERS, FROM THE CHURCH TO THE ACADEMY AND THE PORCH, HE LEARNED THERE FROM THE STOICS HOW TO PLACE MATTER (ON THE SAME LEVEL) WITH THE LORD, JUST AS IF IT TOO HAD EXISTED EVER BOTH UNBORN AND UNMADE, HAVING NO BEGINNING AT ALL NOR END, OUT OF WHICH, ACCORDING TO HIM, THE LORD AFTERWARDS CREATED ALL THINGS. 
CHAP. II.--HERMOGENES, AFTER A PERVERSE INDUCTION FROM MERE HERETICAL ASSUMPTIONS, CONCLUDES THAT GOD CREATED ALL THINGS OUT OF PRE-EXISTING MATTER. 
OUR VERY BAD PAINTER HAS COLOURED THIS HIS PRIMARY SHADE ABSOLUTELY WITHOUT ANY LIGHT, WITH SUCH ARGUMENTS AS THESE: HE BEGINS WITH LAYING DOWN THE PREMISS, THAT THE LORD MADE ALL THINGS EITHER OUT OF HIMSELF, OR OUT OF NOTHING, OR OUT OF SOMETHING; IN ORDER THAT, AFTER HE HAS SHOWN THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO HAVE MADE THEM EITHER OUT OF HIMSELF OR OUT OF NOTHING, HE MIGHT THENCE AFFIRM THE RESIDUARY PROPOSITION THAT HE MADE THEM OUT OF SOMETHING, AND THEREFORE THAT THAT SOMETHING WAS MATTER. HE COULD NOT HAVE MADE ALL THINGS, HE SAYS, OF HIMSELF; BECAUSE WHATEVER THINGS THE LORD MADE OF HIMSELF WOULD HAVE BEEN PARTS OF HIMSELF; BUT HE IS NOT DISSOLUBLE INTO PARTS, BECAUSE, BEING THE LORD, HE IS INDIVISIBLE, AND UNCHANGEABLE, AND ALWAYS THE SAME. BESIDES, IF HE HAD MADE ANYTHING OUT OF HIMSELF, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN SOMETHING OF HIMSELF. EVERYTHING, HOWEVER, BOTH WHICH WAS MADE AND WHICH HE MADE MUST BE ACCOUNTED IMPERFECT, BECAUSE IT WAS MADE OF A PART, AND HE MADE IT OF A PART; OR IF, AGAIN, IT WAS A WHOLE WHICH HE MADE, WHO IS A WHOLE HIMSELF, HE MUST IN THAT CASE HAVE BEEN AT ONCE BOTH A WHOLE, AND YET NOT A WHOLE; BECAUSE IT BEHAVED HIM TO BE A WHOLE, THAT HE MIGHT PRODUCE HIMSELF, AND YET NOT A WHOLE, THAT HE MIGHT BE PRODUCED OUT OF HIMSELF. BUT THIS IS A MOST DIFFICULT POSITION. FOR IF HE WERE IN EXISTENCE, HE COULD NOT BE MADE, FOR HE WAS IN EXISTENCE ALREADY; IF, HOWEVER, HE, WERE NOT IN EXISTENCE HE COULD NOT MAKE, BECAUSE HE WAS A NONENTITY. HE MAINTAINS, MOREOVER, THAT HE WHO ALWAYS EXISTS, DOES NOT CAME INTO EXISTENCE, BUT EXISTS FOR EVER AND EVER. HE ACCORDINGLY CONCLUDES THAT HE MADE NOTHING OUT OF HIMSELF, SINCE HE NEVER PASSED INTO SUCH A CONDITION AS MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO MAKE ANYTHING OUT OF HIMSELF. IN LIKE MANNER, HE CONTENDS THAT HE COULD NOT HAVE MADE ALL THINGS OUT OF NOTHING--THUS: HE DEFINES THE LORD AS A BEING WHO IS GOOD, NAY, VERY GOOD, WHO MUST WILL TO MAKE THINGS AS GOOD AND EXCELLENT AS HE IS HIMSELF; INDEED, IT, WERE IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM EITHER TO WILL OR TO MAKE ANYTHING WHICH WAS NOT GOOD, NAY, VERY GOOD ITSELF. THEREFORE, ALL THINGS OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN MADE GOOD AND EXCELLENT BY HIM, AFTER HIS OWN CONDITION. EXPERIENCE SHOWS, HOWEVER, THAT THINGS WHICH ARE EVEN EVIL WERE MADE BY HIM: NOT, OF COURSE, OF HIS OWN WILL AND PLEASURE; BECAUSE, IF IT HAD BEEN OF HIS OWN WILL AND PLEASURE, HE WOULD BE SURE TO HAVE MADE NOTHING UNFITTING OR UNWORTHY OF HIMSELF. THAT, THEREFORE, WHICH HE MADE NOT OF HIS OWN WILL MUST BE UNDERSTOOD TO HAVE BEEN MADE FROM THE FAULT OF SOMETHING, AND THAT IS FROM MATTER, WITHOUT A DOUBT. 
CHAP. III.--AN ARGUMENT OF HERMOGENES. THE ANSWER: WHILE GOD IS A TITLE ETERNALLY APPLICABLE TO THE DIVINE BEING, LORD AND FATHER ARE ONLY RELATIVE APPELLATIONS, NOT ETERNALLY APPLICABLE. AN INCONSISTENCY IN THE ARGUMENT OF HERMOGENES POINTED OUT 
HE ADDS ALSO ANOTHER POINT: THAT AS GOD WAS ALWAYS GOD, THERE WAS NEVER A TIME WHEN GOD WAS NOT ALSO LORD. BUT IT WAS IN NO WAY POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO BE REGARDED AS ALWAYS LORD, IN THE SAME MANNER AS HE HAD BEEN ALWAYS GOD, IF THERE HAD NOT BEEN ALWAYS, IN THE PREVIOUS ETERNITY, A SOMETHING OF WHICH HE COULD BE REGARDED AS EVERMORE THE LORD. SO, HE CONCLUDES THAT GOD ALWAYS HAD MATTER CO-EXISTENT WITH HIMSELF AS THE LORD THEREOF. NOW, THIS TISSUE OF HIS I SHALL AT ONCE HASTEN TO PULL ABROAD. I HAVE BEEN WILLING TO SET IT OUT IN FORM TO THIS LENGTH, FOR THE INFORMATION OF THOSE WHO ARE UNACQUAINTED WITH THE SUBJECT, THAT THEY MAY KNOW THAT HIS OTHER ARGUMENTS LIKEWISE NEED ONLY BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE REFUTED. WE AFFIRM, THEN, THAT THE NAME OF GOD ALWAYS EXISTED WITH HIMSELF AND IN HIMSELF--BUT NOT ETERNALLY SO THE LORD. BECAUSE THE CONDITION OF THE ONE IS NOT THE SAME AS THAT OF THE OTHER. GOD IS THE DESIGNATION OF THE SUBSTANCE ITSELF, THAT IS, OF THE DIVINITY; BUT LORD IS (THE NAME) NOT OF SUBSTANCE, BUT OF POWER. I MAINTAIN THAT THE SUBSTANCE EXISTED ALWAYS WITH ITS OWN NAME, WHICH IS GOD; THE TITLE LORD WAS AFTERWARDS ADDED, AS THE INDICATION INDEED OF SOMETHING ACCRUING. FOR FROM THE MOMENT WHEN THOSE THINGS BEGAN TO EXIST, OVER WHICH THE POWER OF A LORD WAS TO ACT, GOD, BY THE ACCESSION OF THAT POWER, BOTH BECAME LORD AND RECEIVED THE NAME THEREOF. BECAUSE GOD IS IN LIKE MANNER A FATHER, AND HE IS ALSO A JUDGE; BUT HE HAS NOT ALWAYS BEEN FATHER AND JUDGE, MERELY ON THE GROUND OF HIS HAVING ALWAYS BEEN GOD. FOR HE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN THE FATHER PREVIOUS TO THE SON, NOR A JUDGE PREVIOUS TO SIN. THERE WAS, HOWEVER, A TIME WHEN NEITHER SIN EXISTED WITH HIM, NOR THE SON; THE FORMER OF WHICH WAS TO CONSTITUTE THE LORD A JUDGE, AND THE LATTER A FATHER. IN THIS WAY HE WAS NOT LORD PREVIOUS TO THOSE THINGS OF WHICH HE WAS TO BE THE LORD. BUT HE WAS ONLY TO BECOME LORD AT SOME FUTURE TIME: JUST AS HE BECAME THE FATHER BY THE SON, AND A JUDGE BY SIN, SO ALSO DID HE BECOME LORD BY MEANS OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HE HAD MADE, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT SERVE HIM. DO I SEEM TO YOU TO BE WEAVING ARGUMENTS, HERMOGENES? HOW NEATLY DOES SCRIPTURE LEND US ITS AID, WHEN IT APPLIES THE TWO TITLES TO HIM WITH A DISTINCTION, AND REVEALS THEM EACH AT ITS PROPER TIME! FOR (THE TITLE) GOD, INDEED, WHICH ALWAYS BELONGED TO HIM, IT NAMES AT THE VERY FIRST: "IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH;" AND AS LONG AS HE CONTINUED MAKING, ONE AFTER THE OTHER, THOSE THINGS OF WHICH HE WAS TO BE THE LORD, IT MERELY MENTIONS GOD. "AND GOD SAID," "AND GOD MADE," "AND GAD SAW;" BUT NOWHERE DO WE YET FIND THE LORD. BUT WHEN HE COMPLETED THE WHOLE CREATION, AND ESPECIALLY MAN HIMSELF, WHO WAS DESTINED TO UNDERSTAND HIS SOVEREIGNTY IN A WAY OF SPECIAL PROPRIETY, HE THEN IS DESIGNATED A LORD. THEN ALSO THE SCRIPTURE ADDED THE NAME LORD: "AND THE LORD GOD, DEUS DOMINUS. TOOK THE MAN, WHOM HE HAD FORMED;" "AND THE LORD GOD COMMANDED ADAM." THENCEFORTH HE, WHO WAS PREVIOUSLY GOD ONLY, IS THE LORD, FROM THE TIME OF HIS HAVING SOMETHING OF WHICH HE MIGHT BE THE LORD. FOR TO HIMSELF HE WAS ALWAYS GOD, BUT TO ALL THINGS WAS HE ONLY THEN GOD, WHEN HE BECAME ALSO LORD. THEREFORE, IN AS FAR AS (HERMOGENES) SHALL SUPPOSE THAT MATTER WAS ETERNAL, ON THE GROUND THAT THE LORD WAS ETERNAL, IN SO FAR WILL IT BE EVIDENT THAT NOTHING EXISTED, BECAUSE IT IS PLAIN THAT THE LORD AS SUCH DID NOT ALWAYS EXIST. NOW I MEAN ALSO, ON MY OWN PART, TO ADD A REMARK FOR THE SAKE OF IGNORANT PERSONS, OF WHOM HERMOGENES IS AN EXTREME INSTANCE, AND ACTUALLY TO RETORT AGAINST HIM HIS OWN ARGUMENTS. FOR WHEN HE DENIES THAT MATTER WAS BORN OR MADE, I FIND THAT, EVEN ON THESE TERMS, THE TITLE LORD IS UNSUITABLE TO GOD IN RESPECT OF MATTER, BECAUSE IT MUST HAVE BEEN FREE, WHEN BY NOT HAVING A BEGINNING IT HAD NOT AN AUTHOR. THE FACT OF ITS PAST EXISTENCE IT OWED TO NO ONE, SO THAT IT COULD BE A SUBJECT TO NO ONE. THEREFORE, EVER SINCE GOD EXERCISED HIS POWER OVER IT, BY CREATING (ALL THINGS) OUT OF MATTER, ALTHOUGH IT HAD ALL ALONG EXPERIENCED GOD AS ITS LORD, YET MATTER DOES, AFTER ALL, DEMONSTRATE THAT GOD DID NOT EXIST IN THE RELATION OF LORD TO IT, ALTHOUGH ALL THE WHILE HE WAS REALLY SO. 
CHAP. IV.--HERMOGENES GIVES DIVINE ATTRIBUTES TO MATTER, AND SO MAKES TWO GODS. 
AT THIS POINT, THEN, I SHALL BEGIN TO TREAT OF MATTER, HOW THAT, (ACCORDING TO HERMOGENES,) GOD COMPARES IT WITH HIMSELF AS EQUALLY UNBORN, EQUALLY UNMADE, EQUALLY ETERNAL, SET FORTH AS BEING WITHOUT A BEGINNING, WITHOUT AN END. FOR WHAT OTHER, ESTIMATES OF GOD IS THERE THAN ETERNITY? WHAT OTHER CONDITION HAS ETERNITY THAN TO HAVE EVER EXISTED, AND TO EXIST YET FOR EVERMORE BY VIRTUE OF ITS PRIVILEGE OF HAVING NEITHER BEGINNING NOR END? NOW, SINCE THIS IS THE PROPERTY OF GOD, IT WILL BELONG TO GOD ALONE, WHOSE PROPERTY IT IS--OF COURSE ON THIS GROUND, THAT IF IT CAN BE ASCRIBED TO ANY OTHER BEING, IT WILL NO LONGER BE THE PROPERTY OF GOD, BUT WILL BELONG, ALONG WITH HIM, TO THAT BEING ALSO TO WHICH IT IS ASCRIBED. FOR "ALTHOUGH THERE BE THAT ARE CALLED GODS" IN NAME, "WHETHER IN HEAVEN OR IN EARTH, YET TO US THERE IS BUT ONE GOD THE FATHER, OF WHOM ARE ALL THINGS;" WHENCE THE GREATER REASON WHY, IN OUR VIEW, THAT WHICH IS THE PROPERTY OF GOD OUGHT TO BE REGARDED AS PERTAINING TO GOD ALONE, AND WHY (AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID) THAT SHOULD CEASE TO BE SUCH A PROPERTY, WHEN IT IS SHARED BY ANOTHER BEING. NOW, SINCE HE IS GOD, IT MUST NECESSARILY BE A UNIQUE MARK OF THIS QUALITY, THAT IT BE CONFINED TO ONE. ELSE, WHAT WILL BE UNIQUE AND SINGULAR, IF THAT IS NOT WHICH HAS NOTHING EQUAL TO IT? WHAT WILL BE PRINCIPAL, IF THAT IS NOT WHICH IS ABOVE ALL THINGS, BEFORE ALL THINGS, AND FROM WHICH ALL THINGS PROCEED? BY POSSESSING THESE HE IS GOD ALONE, AND BY HIS SOLE POSSESSION OF THEM HE IS ONE. IF ANOTHER ALSO SHARED IN THE POSSESSION, THERE WOULD THEN BE AS MANY GODS AS THERE WERE POSSESSORS OF THESE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD. HERMOGENES, THEREFORE, INTRODUCES TWO GODS: HE INTRODUCES MATTER AS GOD'S EQUAL. GOD, HOWEVER, MUST BE ONE, BECAUSE THAT IS GOD WHICH IS SUPREME; BUT NOTHING ELSE CAN BE SUPREME THAN THAT WHICH IS UNIQUE; AND THAT CANNOT POSSIBLY BE UNIQUE WHICH HAS ANYTHING EQUAL TO IT; AND MATTER WILL BE EQUAL WITH GOD WHEN IT IS HELD TO BE ETERNAL. 
CHAP. V.--HERMOGENES COQUETS WITH HIS OWN ARGUMENT, AS IF RATHER AFRAID OF IT. AFTER INVESTING MATTER WITH DIVINE QUALITIES, HE TRIES TO MAKE IT SOMEHOW INFERIOR TO GOD. 
BUT GOD IS GOD, AND MATTER IS MATTER. AS IF A MERE DIFFERENCE IN THEIR NAMES PREVENTED EQUALITY, WHEN AN IDENTITY OF CONDITION IS CLAIMED FOR THEM! GRANT THAT THEIR NATURE IS DIFFERENT; ASSUME, TOO, THAT THEIR FORM IS NOT IDENTICAL, WHAT MATTERS IT SO LONG AS THEIR ABSOLUTE STATE HAVE BUT ONE MODE? GOD IS UNBORN; IS NOT MATTER ALSO UNBORN? GOD EVER EXISTS; IS NOT MATTER, TOO, EVER EXISTENT? BOTH ARE WITHOUT BEGINNING; BOTH ARE WITHOUT END; BOTH ARE THE AUTHORS OF THE UNIVERSE--BOTH HE WHO CREATED IT, AND THE MATTER OF WHICH HE MADE IT. FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT MATTER SHOULD NOT BE REGARDED AS THE AUTHOR OF ALL THINGS, WHEN THE UNIVERSE IS COMPOSED OF IT. WHAT ANSWER WILL HE GIVE? WILL HE SAY THAT MATTER IS NOT THEN COMPARABLE WITH GOD AS SOON AS IT HAS SOMETHING BELONGING TO GOD; SINCE, BY NOT HAVING TOTAL (DIVINITY), IT CANNOT CORRESPOND TO THE WHOLE EXTENT OF THE COMPARISON? BUT WHAT MORE HAS HE RESERVED FOR GOD, THAT HE SHOULD NOT SEEM TO HAVE ACCORDED TO MATTER THE FULL AMOUNT OF THE DEITY? HE SAYS IN REPLY, THAT EVEN THOUGH THIS IS THE PREROGATIVE OF MATTER, BOTH THE AUTHORITY AND THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD MUST REMAIN INTACT, BY VIRTUE OF WHICH HE IS REGARDED AS THE SOLE AND PRIME AUTHOR, AS WELL AS THE LORD OF ALL THINGS. TRUTH, HOWEVER, MAINTAINS THE UNITY OF GOD IN SUCH A WAY AS TO INSIST THAT WHATEVER BELONGS TO GOD HIMSELF BELONGS TO HIM ALONE. FOR SO WILL IT BELONG TO HIMSELF IF IT, BELONG TO HIM ALONE; AND THEREFORE, IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE THAT ANOTHER GOD SHOULD BE ADMITTED, WHEN IT IS PERMITTED TO NO OTHER BEING TO POSSESS ANYTHING OF GOD. WELL, THEN, YOU SAY, WE OURSELVES AT THAT RATE POSSESS NOTHING OF GOD. BUT INDEED, WE DO, AND SHALL CONTINUE TO DO--ONLY IT IS FROM HIM THAT WE RECEIVE IT, AND NOT FROM OURSELVES. FOR WE SHALL BE EVEN GODS, IF WE, SHALL DESERVE TO BE AMONG THOSE OF WHOM HE DECLARED, "I HAVE SAID, YE ARE GODS," AND, "GOD STANDETH IN THE CONGREGATION OF THE GODS." BUT THIS COMES OF HIS OWN GRACE, NOT FROM ANY PROPERTY IN US, BECAUSE IT IS, HE ALONE WHO CAN MAKE GODS. THE PROPERTY OF MATTER, HOWEVER, HE MAKES TO BE THAT WHICH IT HAS IN COMMON WITH GOD. OTHERWISE, IF IT RECEIVED FROM GOD THE PROPERTY WHICH BELONGS TO GOD, I MEAN ITS ATTRIBUTE OF ETERNITY -ONE MIGHT THEN EVEN SUPPOSE THAT IT BOTH POSSESSES AN ATTRIBUTE IN COMMON WITH GOD, AND YET AT THE SAME TIME IS NOT GOD. BUT WHAT INCONSISTENCY IS IT FOR HIM TO ALLOW THAT THERE IS A CONJOINT POSSESSION OF AN ATTRIBUTE WITH GOD, AND ALSO TO WISH THAT WHAT HE DOES NOT REFUSE TO MATTER SHOULD BE, AFTER ALL, THE EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OF GOD! 
CHAP. VI.--THE SHIFTS TO WHICH HERMOGENES IS REDUCED, WHO DEIFIES MATTER, AND YET IS UNWILLING TO HOLD HIM EQUAL WITH THE DIVINE CREATOR. 
HE DECLARES THAT GOD'S ATTRIBUTE IS STILL SAFE TO HIM, OF BEING THE ONLY GOD, AND THE FIRST, AND THE AUTHOR OF ALL THINGS, AND THE LORD OF ALL THINGS, AND BEING INCOMPARABLE TO ANY--QUALITIES WHICH HE STRAIGHTWAY ASCRIBES TO MATTER ALSO. HE IS GOD, TO BE SURE. GOD SHALL ALSO ATTEST THE SAME; BUT HE HAS ALSO SWORN SOMETIMES BY HIMSELF, THAT THERE IS NO OTHER GOD LIKE HIM. HERMOGENES, HOWEVER, WILL MAKE HIM A LIAR. FOR MATTER WILL BE SUCH A GOD AS HE--BEING UNMADE, UNBORN, WITHOUT BEGINNING, AND WITHOUT END. GOD WILL SAY, "I AM THE FIRST!" YET HOW IS HE THE FIRST, WHEN MATTER IS CO-ETERNAL WITH HIM? BETWEEN CO-ETERNALS AND CONTEMPORARIES THERE IS NO SEQUENCE OF RANK. IS THEN, MATTER ALSO THE FIRST? "I," SAYS THE LORD, "HAVE STRETCHED OUT THE HEAVENS ALONE." BUT INDEED, HE WAS NOT ALONE, WHEN THAT LIKEWISE STRETCHED THEM OUT, OF WHICH HE MADE THE EXPANSE. WHEN HE ASSERTS THE POSITION THAT MATTER WAS ETERNAL, WITHOUT ANY ENCROACHMENT ON THE CONDITION OF GOD, LET HIM SEE TO IT THAT WE DO NOT IN RIDICULE TURN THE TABLES ON HIM, THAT GOD SIMILARLY WAS ETERNAL WITHOUT ANY ENCROACHMENT ON THE CONDITION OF MATTER--THE CONDITION OF BOTH BEING STILL COMMON TO THEM. THE POSITION, THEREFORE, REMAINS UNIMPUGNED BOTH IN THE CASE OF MATTER, THAT IT DID ITSELF EXIST, ONLY ALONG WITH GOD; AND THAT GOD EXISTED ALONE, BUT WITH MATTER. IT ALSO WAS FIRST WITH GOD, AS GOD, TOO, WAS FIRST WITH IT; IT, HOWEVER, IS NOT COMPARABLE WITH GOD, AS GOD, TOO, IS NOT TO BE COMPARED WITH IT; WITH GOD ALSO, IT WAS THE AUTHOR (OF ALL THINGS), AND WITH GOD THEIR SOVEREIGN. IN THIS WAY HE PROPOSES THAT GOD HAS SOMETHING, AND YET NOT THE WHOLE, OF MATTER. FOR HIM, ACCORDINGLY, HERMOGENES HAS RESERVED NOTHING WHICH HE HAD NOT EQUALLY CONFERRED ON MATTER, SO THAT IT IS NOT MATTER WHICH IS COMPARED WITH GOD, BUT RATHER GOD WHO IS COMPARED WITH MATTER. NOW, INASMUCH AS THOSE QUALITIES WHICH WE CLAIM AS PECULIAR TO GOD--TO HAVE ALWAYS EXISTED, WITHOUT A BEGINNING, WITHOUT AN END, AND TO HAVE BEEN THE FIRST, AND ALONE, AND THE AUTHOR OF ALL THINGS--ARE ALSO COMPATIBLE TO MATTER, I WANT TO KNOW WHAT PROPERTY MATTER POSSESSES DIFFERENT AND ALIEN FROM GOD, AND HEREBY SPECIAL TO ITSELF, BY REASON OF WHICH IT IS INCAPABLE OF BEING COMPARED WITH GOD? THAT BEING, IN WHICH OCCUR ALL THE PROPERTIES OF GOD, IS SUFFICIENTLY PREDETERMINED WITHOUT ANY FURTHER COMPARISON. 
CHAP. VII.--HERMOGENES HELD TO HIS THEORY IN ORDER THAT ITS ABSURDITY MAY BE EXPOSED ON HIS OWN PRINCIPLES. 
WHEN HE CONTENDS THAT MATTER IS LESS THAN GOD, AND INFERIOR TO HIM, AND THEREFORE DIVERSE FROM HIM, AND FOR THE SAME REASON NOT A FIT SUBJECT OF COMPARISON WITH HIM, WHO IS A GREATER AND SUPERIOR BEING, I MEET HIM WITH THIS PRESCRIPTION, THAT WHAT IS ETERNAL AND UNBORN IS INCAPABLE OF ANY DIMINUTION AND INFERIORITY, BECAUSE IT IS SIMPLY THIS WHICH MAKES EVEN GOD TO BE AS GREAT AS HE IS, INFERIOR AND SUBJECT TO NONE--NAY, GREATER AND HIGHER THAN ALL. FOR, JUST AS ALL THINGS WHICH ARE BORN, OR WHICH COME TO AN END, AND ARE THEREFORE NOT ETERNAL, DO, BY REASON OF THEIR EXPOSURE AT ONCE TO AN END AND A BEGINNING, ADMIT OF QUALITIES WHICH ARE REPUGNANT TO GOD--I MEAN DIMINUTION AND INFERIORITY, BECAUSE THEY ARE BORN AND MADE--SO LIKEWISE GOD, FOR THIS VERY REASON, IS UNSUSCEPTIBLE OF THESE ACCIDENTS, BECAUSE HE IS ABSOLUTELY UNBORN, AND ALSO UNMADE. AND YET SUCH ALSO IS THE CONDITION OF MATTER. THEREFORE, OF THE TWO BEINGS WHICH ARE ETERNAL, AS BEING UNBORN AND UNMADE--GOD AND MATTER--BY REASON OF THE IDENTICAL MODE OF THEIR COMMON CONDITION (BOTH OF THEM EQUALLY POSSESSING THAT WHICH ADMITS NEITHER OF DIMINUTION NOR SUBJECTION--THAT IS, THE ATTRIBUTE OF ETERNITY), WE AFFIRM THAT NEITHER OF THEM IS LESS OR GREATER THAN THE OTHER, NEITHER OF THEM IS INFERIOR OR SUPERIOR TO THE OTHER; BUT THAT THEY BOTH STAND ON A PAR IN GREATNESS, ON A PAR IN SUBLIMITY, AND ON THE SAME LEVEL OF THAT COMPLETE AND PERFECT FELICITY OF WHICH ETERNITY IS RECKONED TO CONSIST. NOW WE MUST NOT RESEMBLE THE HEATHEN IN OUR OPINIONS; FOR THEY, WHEN CONSTRAINED TO ACKNOWLEDGE GOD, INSIST ON HAVING OTHER DEITIES BELOW HIM. THE DIVINITY, HOWEVER, HAS NO DEGREES, BECAUSE IT IS UNIQUE; AND IF IT SHALL BE FOUND IN MATTER--AS BEING EQUALLY UNBORN AND UNMADE AND ETERNAL--IT MUST BE RESIDENT IN BOTH ALIKE, BECAUSE IN NO CASE CAN IT BE INFERIOR TO ITSELF. IN WHAT WAY, THEN, WILL HERMOGENES HAVE THE COURAGE TO DRAW DISTINCTIONS; AND THUS TO SUBJECT MATTER TO GOD, AN ETERNAL TO THE ETERNAL, AN UNBORN TO THE UNBORN, AN AUTHOR TO THE AUTHOR? SEEING THAT IT DARES TO SAY, I ALSO AM THE FIRST; I TOO AM BEFORE ALL THINGS; AND I AM THAT FROM WHICH ALL THINGS PROCEED; EQUAL WE HAVE BEEN, TOGETHER WE HAVE BEEN--BOTH ALIKE WITHOUT BEGINNING, WITHOUT END; BOTH ALIKE WITHOUT AN AUTHOR, WITHOUT A GOD. WHAT GOD, THEN, IS HE WHO SUBJECTS ME TO A CONTEMPORANEOUS, CO-ETERNAL POWER? IF IT BE, HE WHO IS CALLED GOD, THEN I MYSELF, TOO, HAVE MY OWN (DIVINE) NAME. EITHER I AM GOD, OR HE IS MATTER, BECAUSE WE BOTH ARE THAT WHICH NEITHER OF US IS. DO YOU SUPPOSE, THEREFORE, THAT HE HAS NOT MADE MATTER EQUAL WITH GOD, ALTHOUGH, FOR-SOOTH, HE PRETENDS IT TO BE INFERIOR TO HIM? 
CHAP. VIII.--ON HIS OWN PRINCIPLES, HERMOGENES MAKES MATTER, ON THE WHOLE, SUPERIOR TO GOD. 
NAY MORE, HE EVEN PREFERS MATTER TO GOD, AND RATHER SUBJECTS GOD TO IT, WHEN HE WILL HAVE IT THAT GOD MADE ALL THINGS OUT OF MATTER. FOR IF HE DREW HIS RESOURCES FROM IT FOR THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, MATTER IS ALREADY FOUND TO BE THE SUPERIOR, INASMUCH AS IT FURNISHED HIM WITH THE MEANS OF EFFECTING HIS WORKS; AND GOD IS THEREBY CLEARLY SUBJECTED TO MATTER, OF WHICH THE SUBSTANCE WAS INDISPENSABLE TO HIM. FOR THERE IS NO ONE BUT REQUIRES THAT WHICH HE MAKES USE OF; NO ONE BUT IS SUBJECT TO THE THING WHICH HE REQUIRES, FOR THE VERY PURPOSE OF BEING ABLE TO MAKE USE OF IT. SO, AGAIN, THERE IS NO ONE WHO, FROM USING WHAT BELONGS TO ANOTHER, IS NOT INFERIOR TO HIM OF WHOSE PROPERTY HE MAKES USE; AND THERE IS NO ONE WHO IMPARTS OF HIS OWN FOR ANOTHER'S USE, WHO IS NOT IN THIS RESPECT SUPERIOR TO HIM TO WHOSE USE HE LENDS HIS PROPERTY. ON THIS PRINCIPLE, MATTER SELF, NO DOUBT, WAS NOT IN WANT OF GOD, BUT RATHER LENT ITSELF TO GOD, WHO WAS IN WANT OF IT--RICH AND ABUNDANT AND LIBERAL AS IT WAS--TO ONE WHO WAS, I SUPPOSE, TOO SMALL, AND TOO WEAK, AND TOO UNSKILLFUL, TO FORM WHAT HE WILLED OUT OF NOTHING. A GRAND SERVICE, VERILY, DID IT CONFER ON GOD IN GIVING HIM MEANS AT THE PRESENT TIME WHEREBY HE MIGHT BE KNOWN TO BE GOD, AND BE CALLED ALMIGHTY --ONLY THAT HE IS NO LONGER ALMIGHTY, SINCE HE IS NOT POWERFUL ENOUGH FOR THIS, TO PRODUCE ALL THINGS OUT OF NOTHING. TO BE SURE, MATTER BESTOWED SOMEWHAT ON ITSELF ALSO--EVEN TO GET ITS OWN SELF ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GOD AS GOD'S CO-EQUAL, NAY MORE, AS HIS HELPER; ONLY THERE IS THIS DRAWBACK, THAT HERMOGENES IS THE ONLY MAN THAT HAS FOUND OUT THIS FACT, BESIDES THE PHILOSOPHERS--THOSE PATRIARCHS OF ALL HERESY. FOR THE PROPHETS KNEW NOTHING ABOUT IT, NOR THE APOSTLES THUS FAR, NOR, I SUPPOSE, EVEN CHRIST. 
CHAP, IX.--SUNDRY INEVITABLE BUT INTOLERABLE CONCLUSIONS FROM THE PRINCIPLES OF HERMOGENES. 
HE CANNOT SAY THAT IT WAS AS ITS LORD THAT GOD EMPLOYED MATTER FOR HIS CREATIVE WORKS, FOR HE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN THE LORD OF A SUBSTANCE WHICH WAS CO-EQUAL WITH HIMSELF. WELL, BUT PERHAPS IT WAS A TITLE DERIVED FROM THE WILL OF ANOTHER, WHICH HE ENJOYED--A PRECARIOUS HOLDING, AND NOT A LORDSHIP, AND THAT TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT ALTHOUGH MATTER WAS EVIL, HE YET ENDURED TO MAKE USE OF AN EVIL SUBSTANCE, OWING, OF COURSE, TO THE RESTRAINT OF HIS OWN LIMITED POWER, WHICH MADE HIM IMPOTENT TO CREATE OUT OF NOTHING, NOT IN CONSEQUENCE OF HIS POWER; FOR IF, AS GOD, HE HAD AT ALL POSSESSED POWER OVER MATTER WHICH HE KNEW TO BE EVIL, HE WOULD FIRST HAVE CONVERTED IT INTO GOOD--AS ITS LORD AND THE GOOD GOD-- THAT SO HE MIGHT HAVE A GOOD THING TO MAKE USE OF, INSTEAD OF A BAD ONE. BUT BEING UNDOUBTEDLY GOOD, ONLY NOT THE LORD WITHAL, HE, BY USING SUCH POWER AS HE POSSESSED, SHOWED THE NECESSITY HE WAS UNDER OF YIELDING TO THE CONDITION OF MATTER, WHICH HE WOULD HAVE AMENDED IF HE HAD BEEN ITS LORD. NOW THIS IS THE ANSWER WHICH MUST BE GIVEN TO HERMOGENES WHEN HE MAINTAINS THAT IT WAS BY VIRTUE OF HIS LORDSHIP THAT GOD USED MATTER--EVEN OF HIS NON-POSSESSION OF ANY RIGHT TO IT, ON THE GROUND, OF COURSE, OF HIS NOT HAVING HIMSELF MADE IT. EVIL THEN, ON YOUR TERMS, MUST PROCEED FROM GOD HIMSELF, SINCE HE IS--I WILL NOT SAY THE AUTHOR OF EVIL, BECAUSE HE DID NOT FORM IT, BUT--THE PERMITTER THEREOF, AS HAVING DOMINION OVER IT. IF INDEED MATTER SHALL PROVE NOT EVEN TO BELONG TO GOD AT ALL, AS BEING EVIL, IT FOLLOWS, THAT WHEN HE MADE USE OF WHAT BELONGED TO ANOTHER, HE USED IT EITHER ON A PRECARIOUS TITLE BECAUSE HE WAS IN NEED OF IT, OR ELSE BY VIOLENT POSSESSION BECAUSE HE WAS STRONGER THAN IT. FOR BY THREE METHODS IS THE PROPERTY OF OTHERS OBTAINED, BY RIGHT, BY PERMISSION, BY VIOLENCE; IN OTHER WORDS, BY LORDSHIP, BY A TITLE DERIVED FROM THE WILL OF ANOTHER, BY FORCE. NOW, AS LORDSHIP IS OUT OF THE QUESTION, HERMOGENES MUST CHOOSE WHICH (OF THE OTHER METHODS) IS SUITABLE TO GOD. DID HE, THEN, MAKE ALL THINGS OUT OF MATTER, BY PERMISSION, OR BY FORCE? BUT, IN TRUTH, WOULD NOT GOD HAVE MORE WISELY DETERMINED THAT NOTHING AT ALL SHOULD BE CREATED, THAN THAT IT SHOULD BE CREATED BY THE MERE SUFFERANCE OF ANOTHER, OR BY VIOLENCE, AND THAT, TOO, WITH A SUBSTANCE WHICH WAS EVIL? 
CHAP. X.--TO WHAT STRAITS HERMOGENES ABSURDLY REDUCES THE DIVINE BEING. HE DOES NOTHING SHORT OF MAKING HIM THE AUTHOR OF EVIL. 
EVEN IF MATTER HAD BEEN THE PERFECTION OF GOOD, WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN EQUALLY INDECOROUS IN HIM TO HAVE THOUGHT OF THE PROPERTY OF ANOTHER, HOWEVER GOOD, (TO AFFECT HIS PURPOSE BY THE HELP OF IT)? IT WAS, THEREFORE, ABSURD ENOUGH FOR HIM, IN THE INTEREST OF HIS OWN GLORY, TO HAVE CREATED THE WORLD IN SUCH A WAY AS TO BETRAY HIS OWN OBLIGATION TO A SUBSTANCE WHICH BELONGED TO ANOTHER--AND THAT EVEN NOT GOOD. WAS HE THEN, ASKS (HERMOGENES), TO MAKE ALL THINGS OUT OF NOTHING, THAT SO EVIL THINGS THEMSELVES MIGHT BE ATTRIBUTED TO HIS WILL? GREAT, IN ALL CONSCIENCE, MUST BE THE BLINDNESS OF OUR HERETICS WHICH LEAVES THEM TO ARGUE IN SUCH A WAY THAT THEY EITHER INSIST ON THE BELIEF OF ANOTHER GOD SUPREMELY GOOD, ON THE GROUND OF THEIR THINKING THE CREATOR TO BE THE AUTHOR OF EVIL, OR ELSE THEY SET UP MATTER WITH THE CREATOR, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY DERIVE EVIL FROM MATTER, NOT FROM THE CREATOR. AND YET THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO GOD AT ALL THAT IS FREE FROM SUCH A DOUBTFUL PLIGHT, SO AS TO BE ABLE TO AVOID THE APPEARANCE EVEN OF BEING THE AUTHOR OF EVIL, WHOSOEVER HE IS THAT--I WILL NOT SAY, INDEED, HAS MADE, BUT STILL--HAS PERMITTED EVIL TO BE MADE BY SOME AUTHOR OR OTHER, AND FROM SOME SOURCE OR OTHER. HERMOGENES, THEREFORE, OUGHT TO BE TOLD AT ONCE, ALTHOUGH WE POSTPONE TO ANOTHER PLACE OUR DISTINCTION CONCERNING THE MODE OF EVIL, THAT EVEN HE HAS AFFECTED NO RESULT BY THIS DEVICE OF HIS. FOR OBSERVE HOW GOD IS FOUND TO BE, IF NOT THE AUTHOR OF, YET AT ANY RATE THE CONNIVER AT, EVIL, INASMUCH AS HE, WITH ALL HIS EXTREME GOODNESS, ENDURED EVIL IN MATTER BE FORE HE CREATED THE WORLD, ALTHOUGH, AS BEING GOOD, AND THE ENEMY OF EVIL, HE OUGHT TO HAVE CORRECTED IT. FOR HE EITHER WAS ABLE TO CORRECT IT, BUT WAS UNWILLING; OR ELSE WAS WILLING, BUT BEING A WEAK GOD, WAS NOT ABLE. IF HE WAS ABLE AND YET UNWILLING, HE WAS HIMSELF EVIL, AS HAVING FAVORED EVIL; AND THUS, HE NOW OPENS HIMSELF TO THE CHARGE OF EVIL, BECAUSE EVEN IF HE DID NOT CREATE IT YET STILL, SINCE IT WOULD NOT BE EXISTING IF HE HAD BEEN AGAINST ITS EXISTENCE, HE MUST HIMSELF HAVE THEN CAUSED IT TO EXIST, WHEN HE REFUSED TO WILL ITS NON-EXISTENCE. AND WHAT IS MORE SHAMEFUL THAN THIS? WHEN HE WILLED THAT TO BE WHICH HE WAS HIMSELF UNWILLING TO CREATE, HE ACTED IN FACT AGAINST HIS VERY SELF, INASMUCH AS HE WAS BOTH WILLING THAT THAT SHOULD EXIST WHICH HE WAS UNWILLING TO MAKE, AND UNWILLING TO MAKE THAT WHICH HE WAS WILLING SHOULD EXIST. AS IF WHAT HE WILLED WAS GOOD, AND AT THE SAME TIME WHAT HE REFUSED TO BE THE MAKER OF WAS EVIL. WHAT HE JUDGED TO BE EVIL BY NOT CREATING IT, HE ALSO PROCLAIMED TO BE GOOD BY PERMITTING IT TO EXIST. BY BEARING WITH EVIL AS A GOOD INSTEAD OF RATHER EXTIRPATING IT, HE PROVED HIMSELF TO BE THE PROMOTER THEREOF; CRIMINALLY, IF THROUGH HIS OWN WILL--DISGRACEFULLY, IF THROUGH NECESSITY. GOD MUST EITHER BE THE SERVANT OF EVIL OR THE FRIEND THEREOF, SINCE HE HELD CONVERSE WITH EVIL IN MATTER--NAY, MORE, EFFECTED HIS WORKS OUT OF THE EVIL THEREOF. 
CHAP. XI.--HERMOGENES MAKES GREAT EFFORTS TO REMOVE EVIL FROM GOD TO MATTER. HOW HE FAILS TO DO THIS CONSISTENTLY WITH HIS OWN ARGUMENT. 
BUT, AFTER ALL, BY WHAT PROOFS DOES HERMOGENES PERSUADE US THAT MATTER IS EVIL? FOR IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM NOT TO CALL THAT EVIL TO WHICH HE IMPUTES EVIL. NOW WE LAY DOWN THIS PRINCIPLE, THAT WHAT IS ETERNAL CANNOT POSSIBLY ADMIT OF DIMINUTION AND SUBJECTION, SO AS TO BE CONSIDERED INFERIOR TO ANOTHER CO-ETERNAL BEING. SO THAT WE NOW AFFIRM THAT EVIL IS NOT EVEN COMPATIBLE WITH IT, SINCE IT IS INCAPABLE OF SUBJECTION, FROM THE FACT THAT IT CANNOT IN ANY WISE BE SUBJECT TO ANY, BECAUSE IT IS ETERNAL. BUT INASMUCH AS, ON OTHER GROUNDS, IT IS EVIDENT WHAT IS ETERNAL AS GOD IS THE HIGHEST GOOD, WHEREBY ALSO HE ALONE IS GOOD--AS BEING ETERNAL, AND THEREFORE GOOD--AS BEING GOD, HOW CAN EVIL BE INHERENT IN MATTER, WHICH (SINCE IT IS ETERNAL) MUST NEEDS BE BELIEVED TO BE THE HIGHEST GOOD? ELSE IF THAT WHICH IS ETERNAL PROVE TO BE ALSO CAPABLE OF EVIL, THIS (EVIL) WILL BE ABLE TO BE ALSO BELIEVED OF GOD TO HIS PREJUDICE; SO THAT IT IS WITHOUT ADEQUATE REASON THAT HE HAS BEEN SO ANXIOUS TO REMOVE EVIL FROM GOD; SINCE EVIL MUST BE COMPATIBLE WITH L AN ETERNAL BEING, EVEN BY BEING MADE COMPATIBLE WITH MATTER, AS HERMOGENES MAKES IT. BUT, AS THE ARGUMENT NOW STANDS, SINCE WHAT IS ETERNAL CAN BE DEEMED EVIL, THE EVIL MUST PROVE TO BE INVINCIBLE AND INSUPERABLE, AS BEING ETERNAL; AND IN THAT CASE IT WILL BE IN VAIN THAT WE LABOR "TO PUT AWAY EVIL FROM THE MIDST OF US;" IN THAT CASE, MOREOVER, GOD VAINLY GIVES US SUCH A COMMAND AND PRECEPT; NAY MORE, IN VAIN HAS GOD APPOINTED ANY JUDGMENT AT ALL, WHEN HE MEANS, INDEED, TO INFLICT PUNISHMENT WITH INJUSTICE. BUT IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, THERE IS TO BE AN END OF EVIL, WHEN THE CHIEF THEREOF, THE DEVIL, SHALL "GO AWAY INTO THE FIRE WHICH GOD HATH PREPARED FOR HIM AND HIS ANGELS"--HAVING BEEN FIRST "CAST INTO THE BOTTOMLESS PIT;" WHEN LIKEWISE "THE MANIFESTATION OF THE CHILDREN OF GOD" SHALL HAVE "DELIVERED THE CREATURE" FROM EVIL, WHICH HAD BEEN "MADE SUBJECT TO VANITY;" WHEN THE CATTLE RESTORED IN THE INNOCENCE AND INTEGRITY OF THEIR NATURE SHALL BE AT PEACE WITH THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD, WHEN ALSO LITTLE CHILDREN SHALL PLAY WITH SERPENTS; WHEN THE FATHER SHALL HAVE PUT BENEATH THE FEET OF HIS SON HIS ENEMIES, AS BEING THE WORKERS OF EVIL,--IF IN THIS WAY AN END IS COMPATIBLE WITH EVIL, IT MUST FOLLOW OF NECESSARY THAT A BEGINNING IS ALSO COMPATIBLE WITH IT; AND MATTER WILL TURN OUT TO HAVE A BEGINNING, BY VIRTUE OF ITS HAVING ALSO AN END. FOR WHATEVER THINGS ARE SET TO THE ACCOUNT OF EVIL, HAVE A COMPATIBILITY WITH THE CONDITION OF EVIL. 
CHAP. XII.--THE MODE OF CONTROVERSY CHANGED. THE PREMISSES OF HERMOGENES ACCEPTED, IN ORDER TO SHOW INTO WHAT, CONFUSION THEY LEAD HIM. 
COME NOW, LET US SUPPOSE MATTER TO BE EVIL, NAY, VERY EVIL, BY NATURE OF COURSE, JUST AS WE BELIEVE GOD TO BE GOOD, EVEN VERY GOOD, IN LIKE MANNER BY NATURE. NOW NATURE MUST BE REGARDED AS SURE AND FIXED, JUST AS PERSISTENTLY FIXED IN EVIL IN THE CASE OF MATTER, AS IMMOVEABLE AND UNCHANGEABLE IN GOOD IN THE CASE OF GOD. BECAUSE, AS IS EVIDENT, IF NATURE ADMITS OF CHANGE FROM EVIL TO GOOD IN MATTER, IT CAN BE CHANGED FROM GOOD TO EVIL IN GOD. HERE SOME MAN WILL SAY, THEN, WILL "CHILDREN NOT BE RAISED UP TO ABRAHAM FROM THE STONES?" WILL "GENERATIONS OF VIPERS NOT BRING FORTH THE FRUIT OF REPENTANCE?" AND "CHILDREN OF WRATH" FAIL TO BECOME SONS OF PEACE, IF NATURE BE UNCHANGEABLE? YOUR REFERENCE TO SUCH EXAMPLES AS THESE, MY FRIEND, IS A THOUGHTLESS ONE. FOR THINGS WHICH OWE THEIR EXISTENCE TO BIRTH SUCH AS STONES AND VIPERS AND HUMAN BEINGS--ARE NOT APPOSITE TO THE CASE OF MATTER, WHICH IS UNBORN; SINCE THEIR NATURE, BY POSSESSING A BEGINNING, MAY HAVE ALSO A TERMINATION. BUT BEAR IN MIND THAT MATTER HAS ONCE FOR ALL BEEN DETERMINED TO BE ETERNAL, AS BEING UNMADE, UNBORN, AND THEREFORE SUPPOSEDLY OF AN UNCHANGEABLE AND INCORRUPTIBLE NATURE; AND THIS FROM THE VERY OPINION OF HERMOGENES HIMSELF, WHICH HE ALLEGES AGAINST US WHEN HE DENIES THAT GOD WAS ABLE TO MAKE (ANYTHING) OF HIMSELF, ON THE GROUND THAT WHAT IS ETERNAL IS INCAPABLE OF CHANGE, BECAUSE IT WOULD LOSE--SO THE OPINION RUNS--WHAT IT ONCE WAS, IN BECOMING BY THE CHANGE THAT WHICH IT WAS NOT, IF IT WERE NOT ETERNAL. BUT AS FOR THE LORD, WHO IS ALSO ETERNAL, (HE MAINTAINED) THAT HE COULD NOT BE ANYTHING ELSE THAN WHAT HE ALWAYS IS. WELL, THEN, I WILL ADOPT THIS DEFINITE OPINION OF HIS, AND BY MEANS THEREOF REFUTE HIM. I BLAME MATTER WITH A LIKE CENSURE, BECAUSE OUT OF IT, EVIL THOUGH IT BE--NAY, VERY EVIL --GOOD THINGS HAVE BEEN CREATED, NAY, "VERY GOOD" ONES: "AND GOD SAW THAT THEY WERE GOOD, AND GOD BLESSED THEM"--BECAUSE, OF COURSE, OF THEIR VERY GREAT GOODNESS; CERTAINLY NOT BECAUSE THEY WERE EVIL, OR VERY EVIL. CHANGE IS THEREFORE ADMISSIBLE IN MATTER; AND THIS BEING THE CASE, IT HAS LOST ITS CONDITION OF ETERNITY; IN SHORT, ITS BEAUTY IS DECAYED IN DEATH. ETERNITY, HOWEVER, CANNOT BE LOST, BECAUSE IT CANNOT BE ETERNITY, EXCEPT BY REASON OF ITS IMMUNITY FROM LOSS. FOR THE SAME REASON, ALSO IT IS INCAPABLE OF CHANGE, INASMUCH AS, SINCE IT IS ETERNITY, IT CAN BY NO MEANS BE CHANGED. 
CHAP. XIII.--ANOTHER GROUND OF HERMOGENES THAT MATTER HAS SOME GOOD IN IT. ITS ABSURDITY. 
HERE THE QUESTION WILL ARISE HOW CREATURES WERE MADE GOOD OUT OF IT," WHICH WERE FORMED WITHOUT ANY CHANGE AT ALL? HOW OCCURS THE SEED OF WHAT IS GOOD, NAY, VERY GOOD, IN THAT WHICH IS EVIL, NAY, VERY EVIL? SURELY A GOOD TREE DOES NOT PRODUCE EVIL FRUIT, SINCE THERE IS NO GOD WHO IS NOT GOOD; NOR DOES AN EVIL TREE YIELD GOOD FRUIT, SINCE THERE IS NOT MATTER EXCEPT WHAT IS VERY EVIL. OR IF WE WERE TO GRANT HIM THAT THERE IS SOME GERM OF GOOD IN IT, THEN THERE WILL BE NO LONGER A UNIFORM NATURE (PERVADING IT), THAT IS TO SAY, ONE WHICH IS EVIL THROUGHOUT; BUT INSTEAD THEREOF (WE NOW ENCOUNTER) A DOUBLE NATURE, PARTLY GOOD AND PARTLY EVIL; AND AGAIN THE QUESTION WILL ARISE, WHETHER, IN A SUBJECT WHICH IS GOOD AND EVIL, THERE COULD POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN FOUND A HARMONY FOR LIGHT AND DARKNESS, FOR SWEET AND BITTER? SO AGAIN, IF QUALITIES SO UTTERLY DIVERSE AS GOOD AND EVIL HAVE BEEN ABLE TO UNITE TOGETHER, AND HAVE IMPARTED TO MATTER A DOUBLE NATURE, PRODUCTIVE OF BOTH KINDS OF FRUIT, THEN NO LONGER WILL ABSOLUTELY GOOD THINGS BE IMPUTABLE TO GOD, JUST AS EVIL THINGS ARE NOT ASCRIBED TO HIM, BUT BOTH QUALITIES WILL APPERTAIN TO MATTER, SINCE THEY ARE DERIVED FROM THE PROPERTY OF MATTER. AT THIS RATE, WE SHALL OWE TO GOD NEITHER GRATITUDE FOR GOOD THINGS, NOR GRUDGE FOR EVIL ONES, BECAUSE HE HAS PRODUCED NO WORK OF HIS OWN PROPER CHARACTER. FROM WHICH CIRCUMSTANCE WILL ARISE THE CLEAR PROOF THAT HE HAS BEEN SUBSERVIENT TO MATTER. 
CHAP. XIV.--TERTULLIAN PUSHES HIS OPPONENT INTO A DILEMMA. 
NOW, IF IT BE ALSO ARGUED, THAT ALTHOUGH MATTER MAY HAVE AFFORDED HIM THE OPPORTUNITY, IT WAS STILL HIS OWN WILL WHICH LED HIM TO THE CREATION OF GOOD CREATURES, AS HAVING DETECTED WHAT WAS GOOD IN MATTER--ALTHOUGH THIS, TOO, BE A DISCREDITABLE SUPPOSITION--YET, AT ANY RATE, WHEN HE PRODUCES EVIL LIKEWISE OUT OF THE SAME (MATTER), HE IS A SERVANT TO MATTER, SINCE, OF COURSE, IT IS NOT OF HIS OWN ACCORD THAT HE PRODUCES THIS TOO, HAVING NOTHING ELSE THAT HE CAN DO THAN TO EFFECT CREATION OUT OF AN EVIL STOCK--UNWILLINGLY, NO DOUBT, AS BEING GOOD; OF NECESSITY, TOO, AS BEING UNWILLING; AND AS AN ACT OF SERVITUDE, BECAUSE FROM NECESSITY. WHICH, THEN, IS THE WORTHIER THOUGHT, THAT HE CREATED EVIL THINGS OF NECESSITY, OR OF HIS OWN ACCORD? BECAUSE IT WAS INDEED OF NECESSITY THAT HE CREATED THEM, IF OUT OF MATTER; OF HIS OWN ACCORD, IF OUT OF NOTHING. FOR YOU ARE NOW LABOURING IN VAIN WHEN YOU TRY TO AVOID MAKING GOD THE AUTHOR OF EVIL THINGS; BECAUSE, SINCE HE MADE ALL THINGS OF MATTER, THEY WILL HAVE TO BE ASCRIBED TO HIMSELF, WHO MADE THEM, JUST BECAUSE HE MADE THEM. PLAINLY THE INTEREST OF THE QUESTION, WHENCE HE MADE ALL THINGS, IDENTIFIES ITSELF WITH (THE QUESTION), WHETHER HE MADE ALL THINGS OUT OF NOTHING; AND IT MATTERS NOT WHENCE HE MADE ALL THINGS, SO THAT HE MADE ALL THINGS THENCE, WHENCE MOST GLORY ACCRUED TO HIM. NOW, MORE GLORY ACCRUED TO HIM FROM A CREATION OF HIS OWN WILL THAN FROM ONE OF NECESSITY; IN OTHER WORDS, FROM A CREATION OUT OF NOTHING, THAN FROM ONE OUT OF MATTER. IT IS MORE-WORTHY TO BELIEVE THAT GOD IS FREE, EVEN AS THE AUTHOR OF EVIL, THEN THAT HE IS A SLAVE. POWER, WHATEVER IT BE, IS MORE SUITED TO HIM THAN INFIRMITY. IF WE THUS EVEN ADMIT THAT MATTER HAD NOTHING GOOD IN IT, BUT THAT THE LORD PRODUCED WHATEVER GOOD HE DID PRODUCE OF HIS OWN POWER, THEN SOME OTHER QUESTIONS WILL WITH EQUAL REASON ARISE. FIRST, SINCE THERE WAS NO GOOD AT ALL IN MATTER, IT IS CLEAR THAT GOOD WAS NOT MADE OF MATTER, ON THE EXPRESS GROUND INDEED THAT MATTER DID NOT POSSESS IT. NEXT, IF GOOD WAS NOT MADE OF MATTER, IT MUST THEN HAVE BEEN MADE OF GOD; IF NOT OF GOD, THEN IT MUST HAVE BEEN MADE OF NOTHING. FOR THIS IS THE ALTERNATIVE, ON HERMOGENES' OWN SHOWING. 
CHAP. XV.--THE TRUTH, THAT GOD MADE ALL THINGS FROM NOTHING, RESCUED FROM THE OPPONENT'S FLOUNDERINGS. 
NOW, IF GOOD WAS NEITHER PRODUCED OUT OF MATTER, SINCE IT WAS NOT IN IT, EVIL AS IT WAS, NOR OUT OF GOD, SINCE, ACCORDING TO THE POSITION OF HERMOGENES, NOTHING COULD HAVE BEEN PRODUCED OUT OF GOD, IT WILL BE FOUND THAT GOOD WAS CREATED OUT OF NOTHING, INASMUCH AS IT WAS FORMED OF NONE --NEITHER OF MATTER NOR OF GOD. AND IF GOOD WAS FORMED OUT OF NOTHING, WHY NOT EVIL TOO? NAY, IF ANYTHING WAS FORMED OUT OF NOTHING, WHY NOT ALL THINGS? UNLESS INDEED IT BE THAT THE DIVINE MIGHT WAS INSUFFICIENT FOR THE PRODUCTION OF ALL THINGS, THOUGH IT PRODUCED A SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING. OR ELSE IF GOOD PROCEEDED FROM EVIL MATTER, SINCE IT ISSUED NEITHER FROM NOTHING NOR FROM GOD, IT WILL FOLLOW THAT IT MUST HAVE PROCEEDED FROM THE CONVERSION OF MATTER CONTRARY TO THAT UNCHANGEABLE ATTRIBUTE WHICH HAS BEEN CLAIMED FOR IT, AS AN ETERNAL BEING. THUS, IN REGARD TO THE SOURCE WHENCE GOOD DERIVED ITS EXISTENCE, HERMOGENES WILL NOW HAVE TO DENY THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH. BUT STILL IT IS NECESSARY THAT (GOOD) SHOULD PROCEED FROM SOME ONE OF THOSE SOURCES FROM WHICH HE HAS DENIED THE VERY POSSIBILITY OF ITS HAVING BEEN DERIVED. NOW IF EVIL BE DENIED TO BE OF NOTHING FOR THE PURPOSE OF DENYING IT TO BE THE WORK OF GOD, FROM WHOSE WILL THERE WOULD BE TOO MUCH APPEARANCE OF ITS BEING DERIVED, AND BE ALLEGED TO PROCEED FROM MATTER, THAT IT MAY BE THE PROPERTY OF THAT VERY THING OF WHOSE SUBSTANCE IT IS ASSUMED TO BE MADE, EVEN HERE ALSO, AS I HAVE SAID, GOD WILL HAVE TO BE REGARDED AS THE AUTHOR OF EVIL; BECAUSE, WHEREAS IT HAD BEEN HIS DUTY TO PRODUCE ALL GOOD THINGS OUT OF MATTER, OR RATHER GOOD THINGS SIMPLY, BY HIS IDENTICAL ATTRIBUTE OF POWER AND WILL, HE DID YET NOT ONLY NOT PRODUCE ALL GOOD THINGS, BUT EVEN (SOME) EVIL THINGS--OF COURSE, EITHER WILLING THAT THE EVIL SHOULD EXIST IF HE WAS ABLE TO CAUSE THEIR NON-EXISTENCE, OR NOT BEING STRONG ENOUGH TO EFFECT THAT ALL THINGS SHOULD BE GOOD, IF BEING DESIROUS OF THAT RESULT, HE FAILED IN THE ACCOMPLISHMENT THEREOF; SINCE THERE CAN BE NO DIFFERENCE WHETHER IT WERE BY WEAKNESS OR BY WILL, THAT THE LORD PROVED TO BE THE AUTHOR OF EVIL. ELSE WHAT WAS THE REASON THAT, AFTER CREATING GOOD THINGS, AS IF HIMSELF GOOD, HE SHOULD HAVE ALSO PRODUCED EVIL THINGS, AS IF HE FAILED IN HIS GOODNESS, SINCE HE DID NOT CONFINE HIMSELF TO THE PRODUCTION OF THINGS WHICH WERE SIMPLY CONSISTENT WITH HIMSELF? WHAT NECESSITY WAS THERE, AFTER THE PRODUCTION OF HIS PROPER WORK, FOR HIS TROUBLING HIMSELF ABOUT MATTER ALSO BY PRODUCING EVIL LIKEWISE, IN ORDER TO SECURE HIS BEING ALONE ACKNOWLEDGED AS GOOD FROM HIS GOOD, AND AT THE SAME TIME TO PREVENT MATTER BEING REGARDED AS EVIL FROM (CREATED) EVIL? GOOD WOULD HAVE FLOURISHED MUCH BETTER IF EVIL HAD NOT BLOWN UPON IT. FOR HERMOGENES HIMSELF EXPLODES THE ARGUMENTS OF SUNDRY PERSONS WHO CONTEND THAT EVIL THINGS WERE NECESSARY TO IMPART LUSTER TO THE GOOD, WHICH MUST BE UNDERSTOOD FROM THEIR CONTRASTS. THIS, THEREFORE, WAS NOT THE GROUND FOR THE PRODUCTION OF EVIL; BUT IF SOME OTHER REASON MUST BE SOUGHT FOR THE INTRODUCTION THEREOF, WHY COULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED EVEN FROM NOTHING, SINCE THE VERY SAME REASON WOULD EXCULPATE THE LORD FROM THE REPROACH OF BEING THOUGHT THE AUTHOR OF EVIL, WHICH NOW EXCUSES THE EXISTENCE OF EVIL THINGS, WHEN HE PRODUCES THEM OUT OF MATTER? AND IF THERE IS THIS EXCUSE, THEN THE QUESTION IS COMPLETELY SHUT UP IN A CORNER, WHERE THEY ARE UNWILLING TO FIND IT, WHO, WITHOUT EXAMINING INTO THE REASON ITSELF OF EVIL, OR DISTINGUISHING HOW THEY SHOULD EITHER ATTRIBUTE IT TO GOD OR SEPARATE IT FROM GOD, DO IN FACT EXPOSE GOD TO MANY MOST UNWORTHY CALUMNIES. 
CHAP. XVI.--A SERIES OF DILEMMAS. THEY SHOW THAT HERMOGENES CANNOT ESCAPE FROM THE ORTHODOX CONCLUSION. 
ON THE VERY THRESHOLD, THEN, OF THIS DOCTRINE, WHICH I SHALL PROBABLY HAVE TO TREAT OF ELSEWHERE, I DISTINCTLY LAY IT DOWN AS MY POSITION, THAT BOTH GOOD AND EVIL MUST BE ASCRIBED EITHER TO GOD, WHO MADE THEM OUT OF MATTER; OR TO MATTER ITSELF, OUT OF WHICH HE MADE THEM; OR BOTH ONE AND THE OTHER TO BOTH OF THEM TOGETHER, BECAUSE THEY ARE BOUND TOGETHER--BOTH HE WHO CREATED, AND THAT OUT OF WHICH HE CREATED; OR (LASTLY) ONE TO ONE AND THE OTHER TO THE OTHER, BECAUSE AFTER MATTER AND GOD THERE IS NOT A THIRD. NOW IF BOTH SHOULD PROVE TO BELONG TO GOD, GOD EVIDENTLY WILL BE THE AUTHOR OF EVIL; BUT GOD, AS BEING GOOD, CANNOT BE THE AUTHOR OF EVIL. AGAIN, IF BOTH ARE ASCRIBED TO MATTER, MATTER WILL EVIDENTLY BE THE VERY MOTHER OF GOOD, BUT INASMUCH AS MATTER IS WHOLLY EVIL, IT CANNOT BE THE MOTHER OF GOOD. BUT IF BOTH ONE AND THE OTHER SHOULD BE THOUGHT TO BELONG TO BOTH TOGETHER, THEN IN THIS CASE ALSO MATTER WILL BE COMPARABLE WITH GOD; AND BOTH WILL BE EQUAL, BEING ON EQUAL TERMS ALLIED TO EVIL AS WELL AS TO GOOD. MATTER, HOWEVER, OUGHT NOT TO BE COMPARED WITH GOD, IN ORDER THAT IT MAY NOT MAKE TWO GODS. IF, (LASTLY,) ONE BE ASCRIBED TO ONE, AND THE OTHER TO THE OTHER--THAT IS TO SAY, LET THE GOOD BE GOD'S, AND THE EVIL BELONG TO MATTER--THEN, ON THE ONE HAND, EVIL MUST NOT BE ASCRIBED TO GOD, NOR, ON THE OTHER HAND, GOOD TO MATTER. AND GOD, MOREOVER, BY MAKING BOTH GOOD THINGS AND EVIL THINGS OUT OF MATTER, CREATES THEM ALONG WITH IT. THIS BEING THE CASE, I CANNOT TELL HOW HERMOGENES IS TO ESCAPE FROM MY CONCLUSION; FOR HE SUPPOSES THAT GOD CANNOT BE THE AUTHOR OF EVIL, IN WHAT WAY SOEVER HE CREATED EVIL OUT OF MATTER, WHETHER IT WAS OF HIS OWN WILL, OR OF NECESSITY, OR FROM THE REASON (OF THE CASE). IF, HOWEVER, HE IS THE AUTHOR OF EVIL, WHO WAS THE ACTUAL CREATOR, MATTER BEING SIMPLY ASSOCIATED WITH HIM BY REASON OF ITS FURNISHING HIM WITH SUBSTANCE, YOU NOW DO AWAY WITH THE CAUSE OF YOUR INTRODUCING MATTER. FOR IT IS NOT THE LESS TRUE, THAT IT IS BY MEANS OF MATTER THAT GOD SHOWS HIMSELF THE AUTHOR OF EVIL, ALTHOUGH MATTER HAS BEEN ASSUMED BY YOU EXPRESSLY TO PREVENT GOD'S SEEMING TO BE THE AUTHOR OF EVIL. MATTER BEING THEREFORE EXCLUDED, SINCE THE CAUSE OF IT IS EXCLUDED, IT REMAINS THAT GOD WITHOUT DOUBT, MUST HAVE MADE ALL THINGS OUT OF NOTHING. WHETHER EVIL THINGS WERE AMONGST THEM WE SHALL SEE, WHEN IT SHALL BE MADE CLEAR WHAT ARE EVIL THINGS, AND WHETHER THOSE THINGS ARE EVIL WHICH YOU AT PRESENT DEEM TO BE SO. FOR IT IS MORE-WORTHY OF GOD THAT HE PRODUCED EVEN THESE OF HIS OWN WILL, BY PRODUCING THEM OUT OF NOTHING, THAN FROM THE PREDETERMINATION OF ANOTHER, (WHICH MUST HAVE BEEN THE CASE) IF HE HAD PRODUCED THEM OUT OF MATTER. IT IS LIBERTY, NOT NECESSITY, WHICH SUITS THE CHARACTER OF GOD. I WOULD MUCH RATHER THAT HE SHOULD HAVE EVEN WILLED TO CREATE EVIL OF HIMSELF, THAN THAT HE SHOULD HAVE LACKED ABILITY TO HINDER ITS CREATION. 
CHAP. XVII.--THE TRUTH OF GOD'S WORK IN CREATION. YOU CANNOT DEPART IN THE LEAST FROM IT, WITHOUT LANDING YOURSELF IN AN ABSURDITY. 
THIS RULE IS REQUIRED BY THE NATURE OF THE ONE-ONLY GOD, WHO IS ONE-ONLY IN NO OTHER WAY THAN AS THE SOLE GOD; AND IN NO OTHER WAY SOLE, THEN AS HAVING NOTHING ELSE (CO-EXISTENT) WITH HIM. SO ALSO HE WILL BE FIRST, BECAUSE ALL THINGS ARE AFTER HIM; AND ALL THINGS ARE AFTER HIM, BECAUSE ALL THINGS ARE BY HIM; AND ALL THINGS ARE BY HIM, BECAUSE THEY ARE OF NOTHING: SO THAT REASON COINCIDES WITH THE SCRIPTURE, WHICH SAYS: "WHO HATH KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD? OR WHO HATH BEEN HIS COUNSELLOR? OR WITH WHOM TOOK HE COUNSEL? OR WHO HATH SHOWN TO HIM THE WAY OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE? WHO HATH FIRST GIVEN TO HIM, AND IT SHALL BE RECOMPENSED TO HIM AGAIN?" SURELY NONE! BECAUSE THERE WAS PRESENT WITH HIM NO POWER, NO MATERIAL, NO NATURE WHICH BELONGED TO ANY OTHER THAN HIMSELF. BUT IF IT WAS WITH SOME (PORTION OF MATTER) THAT HE EFFECTED HIS CREATION, HE MUST HAVE RECEIVED FROM THAT (MATTER) ITSELF BOTH THE DESIGN AND THE TREATMENT OF ITS ORDER AS BEING "THE WAY OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE." FOR HE HAD TO OPERATE CONFORMABLY WITH THE QUALITY OF THE THING, AND ACCORDING TO THE NATURE OF MATTER, NOT ACCORDING TO HIS OWN WILL IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH HE MUST HAVE MADE EVEN EVIL THINGS SUITABLY TO THE NATURE NOT OF HIMSELF, BUT OF MATTER. 
CHAP. XVIII.--AN EULOGY ON THE WISDOM AND WORD OF GOD, BY WHICH GOD MADE ALL THINGS OF NOTHING. 
IF ANY MATERIAL WAS NECESSARY TO GOD IN THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, AS HERMOGENES SUPPOSED, GOD HAD A FAR NOBLER AND MORE SUITABLE ONE IN HIS OWN WISDOM--ONE WHICH WAS NOT TO BE GAUGED BY THE WRITINGS OF PHILOSOPHERS, BUT TO BE LEARNT FROM THE WORDS OR PROPHETS. THIS ALONE, INDEED, KNEW THE MIND OF THE LORD. FOR "WHO KNOWETH THE THINGS OF GOD, AND THE THINGS IN GOD, BUT THE SPIRIT, WHICH IS IN HIM?" NOW HIS WISDOM IS THAT SPIRIT. THIS WAS HIS COUNSELLOR, THE VERY WAY OF HIS WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE. OF THIS HE MADE ALL THINGS, MAKING THEM THROUGH IT, AND MAKING THEM WITH IT. "WHEN HE PREPARED THE HEAVENS," SO SAYS (THE SCRIPTURE), "I WAS PRESENT WITH HIM; AND WHEN HE STRENGTHENED ABOVE THE WINDS THE LOFTY CLOUDS, AND WHEN HE SECURED THE FOUNTAINS WHICH ARE UNDER THE HEAVEN, I WAS PRESENT, COMPACTING THESE THINGS ALONG WITH HIM. I WAS HE IN WHOM HE TOOK DELIGHT; MOREOVER, I DAILY REJOICED IN HIS PRESENCE: FOR HE REJOICED WHEN HE HAD FINISHED THE WORLD, AND AMONGST THE SONS OF MEN DID HE SHOW FORTH HIS PLEASURE." NOW, WHO WOULD NOT RATHER APPROVE OF THIS AS THE FOUNTAIN AND ORIGIN OF ALL THINGS--OF THIS AS, IN VERY DEED, THE MATTER OF ALL MATTER, NOT LIABLE TO ANY END, NOT DIVERSE IN CONDITION, NOT RESTLESS IN MOTION, NOT UNGRACEFUL IN FORM, BUT NATURAL, AND PROPER, AND DULY PROPORTIONED, AND BEAUTIFUL, SUCH TRULY AS EVEN GOD MIGHT WELL HAVE REQUIRED, WHO REQUIRES HIS OWN AND NOT ANOTHER'S? INDEED, AS SOON AS HE PERCEIVED IT TO BE NECESSARY FOR HIS CREATION OF THE WORLD, HE IMMEDIATELY CREATES IT, AND GENERATES IT IN HIMSELF. "THE LORD," SAYS THE SCRIPTURE, "POSSESSED ME, THE BEGINNING OF HIS WAYS FOR THE CREATION OF HIS WORKS. BEFORE THE WORLDS HE ROUNDED ME; BEFORE HE MADE THE EARTH, BEFORE THE MOUNTAINS WERE SETTLED IN THEIR PLACES; MOREOVER, BEFORE THE HILLS HE GENERATED ME, AND PRIOR TO THE DEPTHS WAS I BEGOTTEN." LET HERMOGENES THEN CONFESS THAT THE VERY WISDOM OF GOD IS DECLARED TO BE BORN AND CREATED, FOR THE ESPECIAL REASON THAT WE SHOULD NOT SUPPOSE THAT THERE IS ANY OTHER BEING THAN GOD ALONE WHO IS UNBEGOTTEN AND UNCREATED. FOR IF THAT, WHICH FROM ITS BEING INHERENT IN THE LORD WAS OF HIM AND IN HIM, WAS YET NOT WITHOUT A BEGINNING,--I MEAN HIS WISDOM, WHICH WAS THEN BORN AND CREATED, WHEN IN THE THOUGHT OF GOD IT BEGAN TO ASSUME MOTION FOR THE ARRANGEMENT OF HIS CREATIVE WORKS,--HOW MUCH MORE IMPOSSIBLE IS IT THAT ANYTHING SHOULD HAVE BEEN WITHOUT A BEGINNING WHICH WAS EXTRINSIC TO THE LORD! BUT IF THIS SAME WISDOM IS THE WORD OF GOD, IN THE CAPACITY OF WISDOM, AND (AS BEING HE) WITHOUT WHOM NOTHING WAS MADE, JUST AS ALSO (NOTHING) WAS SET IN ORDER WITHOUT WISDOM, HOW CAN IT BE THAT ANYTHING, EXCEPT THE FATHER, SHOULD BE OLDER, AND ON THIS ACCOUNT INDEED NOBLER, THAN THE SON OF GOD, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN AND FIRST-BEGOTTEN WORD? NOT TO SAY THAT WHAT IS UNBEGOTTEN IS STRONGER THAN THAT WHICH IS BORN, AND WHAT IS NOT MADE MORE POWERFUL THAN THAT WHICH IS MADE. BECAUSE THAT WHICH DID NOT REQUIRE A MAKER TO GIVE IT EXISTENCE, WILL BE MUCH MORE ELEVATED IN RANK THAN THAT WHICH HAD AN AUTHOR TO BRING IT INTO BEING. ON THIS PRINCIPLE, THEN, IF EVIL IS INDEED UNBEGOTTEN, WHILST THE SON OF GOD IS BEGOTTEN ("FOR," SAYS GOD, "MY HEART HATH EMITTED MY MOST EXCELLENT WORD"), I AM NOT QUITE SURE THAT EVIL MAY NOT BE INTRODUCED BY GOOD, THE STRONGER BY THE WEAK, IN THE SAME WAY AS THE UNBEGOTTEN IS BY THE BEGOTTEN. THEREFORE, ON THIS GROUND HERMOGENES PUTS MATTER EVEN BEFORE GOD, BY PUTTING IT BEFORE THE SON. BECAUSE THE SON IS THE WORD, AND "THE WORD IS GOD," AND "I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE." BUT AFTER ALL, PERHAPS, THE SON WILL PATIENTLY ENOUGH SUBMIT TO HAVING THAT PREFERRED BEFORE HIM WHICH (BY HERMOGENES), IS MADE EQUAL TO THE FATHER! 
CHAP. XIX.--AN APPEAL TO THE HISTORY OF CREATION. TRUE MEANING OF THE TERM BEGINNING, WHICH THE HERETIC CURIOUSLY WRESTS TO AN ABSURD SENSE. 
BUT I SHALL APPEAL TO THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT OF MOSES, BY HELP OF WHICH THEY ON THE OTHER SIDE VAINLY ENDEAVOUR TO PROP UP THEIR CONJECTURES, WITH THE VIEW, OF COURSE, OF APPEARING TO HAVE THE SUPPORT OF THAT AUTHORITY WHICH IS INDISPENSABLE IN SUCH AN INQUIRY. THEY HAVE FOUND THEIR OPPORTUNITY, AS IS USUAL WITH HERETICS, IN WRESTING THE PLAIN MEANING OF CERTAIN WORDS. FOR INSTANCE, THE VERY BEGINNING, WHEN GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, THEY WILL CONSTRUE AS IF IT MEANT SOMETHING SUBSTANTIAL AND EMBODIED, TO BE REGARDED AS MATTER. WE, HOWEVER, INSIST ON THE PROPER SIGNIFICATION OF EVERY WORD, AND SAY THAT PRINCIPIUM MEANS BEGINNING, BEING A TERM WHICH IS SUITABLE TO REPRESENT THINGS WHICH BEGIN TO EXIST. FOR NOTHING WHICH HAS COME INTO BEING IS WITHOUT A BEGINNING, NOR CAN THIS ITS COMMENCEMENT BE AT ANY OTHER MOMENT THAN WHEN IT BEGINS TO HAVE EXISTENCE. THUS, PRINCIPIUM OR BEGINNING, IS SIMPLY A TERM OF INCEPTION, NOT THE NAME OF A SUBSTANCE. NOW, INASMUCH AS THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH ARE THE PRINCIPAL WORKS OF GOD, AND SINCE, BY HIS MAKING THEM FIRST, HE CONSTITUTED THEM IN AN ESPECIAL MANNER THE BEGINNING OF HIS CREATION, BEFORE ALL THINGS ELSE, WITH GOOD REASON DOES THE SCRIPTURE PREFACE (ITS RECORD OF CREATION) WITH THE WORDS," IN THE BEGINNING GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH;" JUST AS IT WOULD HAVE SAID, "AT LAST GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH," IF GOD HAD CREATED THESE AFTER ALL THE REST. NOW, IF THE BEGINNING IS A SUBSTANCE, THE END MUST ALSO BE MATERIAL. NO DOUBT, A SUBSTANTIAL THING MAY BE THE BEGINNING OF SOME OTHER THING WHICH MAY BE FORMED OUT OF IT THUS THE CLAY IS THE BEGINNING OF THE VESSEL. AND THE SEED IS THE BEGINNING OF THE PLANT. BUT WHEN WE EMPLOY THE WORD BEGINNING IN THIS SENSE OF ORIGIN, AND NOT IN THAT OF ORDER, WE DO NOT OMIT TO MENTION ALSO THE NAME OF THAT PARTICULAR THING WHICH WE REGARD AS THE ORIGIN OF THE OTHER. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF WE WERE TO MAKE SUCH A STATEMENT AS THIS, FOR EXAMPLE, "IN THE BEGINNING THE POTTER MADE A BASIN OR A WATER-JUG," THE WORD BEGINNING WILL NOT HERE INDICATE A MATERIAL SUBSTANCE (FOR I HAVE NOT MENTIONED THE CLAY, WHICH IS THE BEGINNING IN THIS SENSE, BUT ONLY THE ORDER OF THE WORK, MEANING THAT THE POTTER MADE THE BASIN AND THE JUG FIRST, BEFORE ANYTHING ELSE--INTENDING AFTERWARDS TO MAKE THE REST. IT IS, THEN, TO THE ORDER OF THE WORKS THAT THE WORD BEGINNING HAS REFERENCE, NOT TO THE ORIGIN OF THEIR SUBSTANCES. I MIGHT ALSO EXPLAIN THIS WORD BEGINNING IN ANOTHER WAY, WHICH WOULD NOT, HOWEVER, BE INAPPOSITE. THE GREEK TERM FOR BEGINNING, WHICH IS ARKH, ADMITS THE SENSE NOT ONLY OF PRIORITY OF ORDER, BUT OF POWER AS WELL; WHENCE PRINCES AND MAGISTRATES ARE CALLED ARKONTES. THEREFORE, IN THIS SENSE TOO, BEGINNING MAY BE TAKEN FOR PRINCELY AUTHORITY AND POWER. IT WAS, INDEED, IN HIS TRANSCENDENT AUTHORITY AND POWER, THAT GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH. 
CHAP. XX.--MEANING OF THE PHRASE--IN THE BEGINNING. TERTULLIAN CONNECTS IT WITH THE WISDOM OF GOD, AND ELICITS FROM IT THE TRUTH THAT THE CREATION WAS NOT OUT OF PRE-EXISTENT MATTER. 
BUT IN PROOF THAT THE GREEK WORD MEANS NOTHING ELSE THAN BEGINNING, AND THAT BEGINNING ADMITS OF NO OTHER SENSE THAN THE INITIAL ONE, WE HAVE THAT (BEING) EVEN ACKNOWLEDGING SUCH A BEGINNING, WHO SAYS: "THE LORD POSSESSED ME, THE BEGINNING OF HIS WAYS FOR THE CREATION OF HIS WORKS." FOR SINCE ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY THE WISDOM OF GOD, IT FOLLOWS THAT, WHEN GOD MADE BOTH THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH IN PRINCIPIO--THAT IS TO SAY, IN THE BEGINNING--HE MADE THEM IN HIS WISDOM. IF, INDEED, BEGINNING HAD A MATERIAL SIGNIFICATION, THE SCRIPTURE WOULD NOT HAVE INFORMED US THAT GOD MADE SO AND SO IN PRINCIPIO, AT THE BEGINNING, BUT RATHER EX PRINCIPIO, OF THE BEGINNING; FOR HE WOULD NOT HAVE CREATED IN, BUT OF, MATTER. WHEN WISDOM, HOWEVER, WAS REFERRED TO, IT WAS QUITE RIGHT TO SAY, IN THE BEGINNING. FOR IT WAS IN WISDOM THAT HE MADE ALL THINGS AT FIRST, BECAUSE BY MEDITATING AND ARRANGING HIS PLANS THEREIN, HE HAD IN FACT ALREADY DONE (THE WORK OF CREATION); AND IF HE HAD EVEN INTENDED TO CREATE OUT OF MATTER, HE WOULD YET HAVE AFFECTED HIS CREATION WHEN HE PREVIOUSLY MEDITATED ON IT AND ARRANGED IT IN HIS WISDOM, SINCE IT WAS IN FACT THE BEGINNING OF HIS WAYS: THIS MEDITATION AND ARRANGEMENT BEING THE PRIMAL OPERATION OF WISDOM, OPENING AS IT DOES THE WAY TO THE WORKS BY THE ACT OF MEDITATION AND THOUGHT. THIS AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE I CLAIM FOR MYSELF EVEN FROM THIS CIRCUMSTANCE, THAT WHILST IT SHOWS ME THE GOD WHO CREATED, AND THE WORKS HE CREATED, IT DOES NOT IN LIKE MANNER REVEAL TO ME THE SOURCE FROM WHICH HE CREATED. FOR SINCE IN EVERY OPERATION THERE ARE THREE PRINCIPAL THINGS, HE WHO MAKES, AND THAT WHICH IS MADE, AND THAT OF WHICH IT IS MADE, THERE MUST BE THREE NAMES MENTIONED IN A CORRECT NARRATIVE OF THE OPERATION -- THE PERSON OF THE MAKER THE SORT OF THING WHICH IS MADE, AND THE MATERIAL OF WHICH IT IS FORMED. IF THE MATERIAL IS NOT MENTIONED, WHILE THE WORK AND THE MAKER OF THE WORK ARE BOTH MENTIONED, IT IS MANIFEST THAT HE MADE THE WORK OUT OF NOTHING. FOR IF HE HAD HAD ANYTHING TO OPERATE UPON, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN MENTIONED AS WELL AS (THE OTHER TWO PARTICULARS). IN CONCLUSION, I WILL APPLY THE GOSPEL AS A SUPPLEMENTARY TESTIMONY TO THE OLD TESTAMENT. NOW IN THIS THERE IS ALL THE GREATER REASON WHY THERE SHOULD BE SHOWN THE MATERIAL (IF THERE WERE ANY) OUT OF WHICH GOD MADE ALL THINGS, INASMUCH AS IT IS THEREIN PLAINLY REVEALED BY WHOM HE MADE ALL THINGS. "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD" -- THAT IS, THE SAME BEGINNING, OF COURSE, IN WHICH GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH -- "AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD. ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM NOTHING WAS MADE." NOW, SINCE WE HAVE HERE CLEARLY TOLD US WHO THE MAKER WAS, THAT IS, GOD, AND WHAT HE MADE, EVEN ALL THINGS, AND THROUGH WHOM HE MADE THEM, EVEN HIS WORD, WOULD NOT THE ORDER OF THE NARRATIVE HAVE REQUIRED THAT THE SOURCE OUT OF WHICH ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY GOD THROUGH THE WORD SHOULD LIKEWISE BE DECLARED, IF THEY HAD BEEN IN FACT MADE OUT OF ANYTHING? WHAT, THEREFORE, DID NOT EXIST, THE SCRIPTURE WAS UNABLE TO MENTION; AND BY NOT MENTIONING IT, IT HAS GIVEN US A CLEAR PROOF THAT THERE WAS NO SUCH THING: FOR IF THERE HAD BEEN, THE SCRIPTURE WOULD HAVE MENTIONED IT. 
CHAP. XXI. -- A RETORT OF HERESY ANSWERED. THAT SCRIPTURE SHOULD IN SO MANY WORDS TELL US THAT THE WORLD WAS MADE OF NOTHING IS SUPERFLUOUS. 
BUT, YOU WILL SAY TO ME, IF YOU DETERMINE THAT ALL THINGS WERE MADE OF NOTHING, ON THE GROUND THAT IT IS NOT TOLD US THAT ANYTHING WAS MADE OUT OF PRE-EXISTENT MATTER, TAKE CARE THAT IT BE NOT CONTENDED ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE, THAT ON THE SAME GROUND ALL THINGS WERE MADE OUT OF MATTER, BECAUSE IT IS NOT LIKEWISE EXPRESSLY SAID THAT ANYTHING WAS MADE OUT OF NOTHING. SOME ARGUMENTS MAY, OF COURSED BE THUS RETORTED EASILY ENOUGH; BUT IT DOES NOT FOLLOW THAT THEY ARE ON THAT ACCOUNT FAIRLY ADMISSIBLE, WHERE THERE IS A DIVERSITY IN THE CAUSE. FOR I MAINTAIN THAT, EVEN IF THE SCRIPTURE HAS NOT EXPRESSLY DECLARED THAT ALL THINGS WERE MADE OUT OF NOTHING -- JUST AS IT ABSTAINS (FROM SAYING THAT THEY WERE FORMED) OUT OF MATTER -- THERE WAS NO SUCH PRESSING NEED FOR EXPRESSLY INDICATING THE CREATION OF ALL THINGS OUT OF NOTHING, AS THERE WAS OF THEIR CREATION OUT OF MATTER, IF THAT HAD BEEN THEIR ORIGIN. BECAUSE, IN THE CASE OF WHAT IS MADE OUT OF NOTHING, THE VERY FACT OF ITS NOT BEING INDICATED THAT IT WAS MADE OF ANY PARTICULAR THING SHOWS THAT IT WAS MADE OF NOTHING; AND THERE IS NO DANGER OF ITS BEING SUPPOSED THAT IT WAS MADE OF ANYTHING, WHEN THERE IS NO INDICATION AT ALL OF WHAT IT WAS MADE OF. IN THE CASE, HOWEVER, OF THAT WHICH IS MADE OUT OF SOMETHING, UNLESS THE VERY FACT BE PLAINLY DECLARED, THAT IT WAS MADE OUT OF SOMETHING, THERE WILL BE DANGER, UNTIL IT IS SHOWN OF WHAT IT WAS MADE, FIRST OF ITS APPEARING TO BE MADE OF NOTHING, BECAUSE IT IS NOT SAID OF WHAT IT WAS MADE; AND THEN, SHOULD IT BE OF SUCH A NATURE AS TO HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF HAVING CERTAINLY BEEN MADE OF SOMETHING, THERE WILL BE A SIMILAR RISK OF ITS SEEMING TO HAVE BEEN MADE OF AFAR DIFFERENT MATERIAL FROM THE PROPER ONE, SO LONG AS THERE IS AN ABSENCE OF STATEMENT OF WHAT IT WAS MADE OF. THEN, IF GOD HAD BEEN UNABLE TO MAKE ALL THINGS OF NOTHING, THE SCRIPTURE COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE ADDED THAT HE HAD MADE ALL THINGS OF NOTHING: (THERE COULD HAVE BEEN NO ROOM FOR SUCH A STATEMENT,) BUT IT MUST BY ALL MEANS HAVE INFORMED US THAT HE HAD MADE ALL THINGS OUT OF MATTER, SINCE MATTER MUST HAVE BEEN THE SOURCE; BECAUSE THE ONE CASE WAS QUITE TO BE UNDERSTOOD, IF IT WERE NOT ACTUALLY STATED, WHEREAS THE OTHER CASE WOULD BE LEFT IN DOUBT UNLESS IT WERE STATED. 
CHAP. XXII. -- THIS CONCLUSION CONFIRMED BY THE USAGE OF HOLY SCRIPTURE IN ITS HISTORY OF THE CREATION. HERMOGENES IN DANGER OF THE WOE PRONOUNCED AGAINST ADDING TO SCRIPTURE. 
AND TO SUCH A DEGREE HAS THE HOLY GHOST MADE THIS THE RULE OF HIS SCRIPTURE, THAT WHENEVER ANYTHING IS MADE OUT OF ANYTHING, HE MENTIONS BOTH THE THING THAT IS MADE AND THE THING OF WHICH IT IS MADE. "LET THE EARTH," SAYS HE, "BRING FORTH GRASS, THE HERB YIELDING SEED, AND THE FRUIT-TREE YIELDING FRUIT AFTER ITS KIND, WHOSE SEED IS IN ITSELF, AFTER ITS KIND. AND IT WAS SO. AND THE EARTH BROUGHT FORTH GRASS, AND HERB YIELDING SEED AFTER ITS KIND, AND THE TREE YIELDING FRUIT, WHOSE SEED WAS IN ITSELF, AFTER ITS KIND." AND AGAIN: "AND GOD SAID, LET THE WATERS BRING FORTH ABUNDANTLY THE MOVING CREATURES THAT HAVE LIFE, AND FOWL THAT MAY FLY ABOVE THE EARTH THROUGH THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN. AND IT WAS SO. AND GOD CREATED GREAT WHALES, AND EVERY LIVING CREATURE THAT MOVETH, WHICH THE WATERS BROUGHT FORTH ABUNDANTLY, AFTER THEIR KIND." AGAIN AFTERWARDS: "AND GOD SAID, LET THE EARTH BRING FORTH THE LIVING CREATURE AFTER HIS KIND, CATTLE, AND CREEPING THING, AND BEASTS OF THE EARTH AFTER THEIR KIND." IF THEREFORE GOD, WHEN PRODUCING OTHER THINGS OUT OF THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN ALREADY MADE, INDICATES THEM BY THE PROPHET, AND TELLS US WHAT HE HAS PRODUCED FROM SUCH AND SUCH A SOURCE (ALTHOUGH WE MIGHT OURSELVES SUPPOSE THEM TO BE DERIVED FROM SOME SOURCE OR OTHER, SHORT OF NOTHING; SINCE THERE HAD ALREADY BEEN CREATED CERTAIN THINGS, FROM WHICH THEY MIGHT EASILY SEEM TO HAVE BEEN MADE); IF THE HOLY GHOST TOOK UPON HIMSELF SO GREAT A CONCERN FOR OUR INSTRUCTION, THAT WE MIGHT KNOW FROM WHAT EVERYTHING WAS PRODUCED, WOULD HE NOT IN LIKE MANNER HAVE KEPT US WELL INFORMED ABOUT BOTH THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, BY INDICATING TO US WHAT IT WAS THAT HE MADE THEM OF, IF THEIR ORIGINAL CONSISTED OF ANY MATERIAL SUBSTANCE, SO THAT THE MORE HE SEEMED TO HAVE MADE THEM OF NOTHING, THE LESS IN FACT WAS THERE AS YET MADE, FROM WHICH HE COULD APPEAR TO HAVE MADE THEM? THEREFORE, JUST AS HE SHOWS US THE ORIGINAL OUT OF WHICH HE DREW SUCH THINGS AS WERE DERIVED FROM A GIVEN SOURCE, SO ALSO WITH REGARD TO THOSE THINGS OF WHICH HE DOES NOT POINT OUT WHENCE HE PRODUCED THEM, HE CONFIRMS (BY THAT SILENCE OUR ASSERTION) THAT THEY WERE PRODUCED OUT OF NOTHING. "IN THE BEGINNING," THEN, "GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH." I REVERE THE FULNESS OF HIS SCRIPTURE, IN WHICH HE MANIFESTS TO ME BOTH THE CREATOR AND THE CREATION. IN THE GOSPEL, MOREOVER, I DISCOVER A MINISTER AND WITNESS OF THE CREATOR, EVEN HIS WORD. BUT WHETHER ALL THINGS WERE MADE OUT OF ANY UNDERLYING MATTER, I HAVE AS YET FAILED ANYWHERE TO FIND. WHERE SUCH A STATEMENT IS WRITTEN, HERMOGENES' SHOP MUST TELL US. IF IT IS NOWHERE WRITTEN, THEN LET IT FEAR THE WOE WHICH IMPENDS ON ALL WHO ADD TO OR TAKE AWAY FROM THE WRITTEN WORD. 
CHAP. XXIII. -- HERMOGENES PURSUED TO ANOTHER PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE. THE ABSURDITY OF HIS INTERPRETATION EXPOSED. 
BUT HE DRAWS AN ARGUMENT FROM THE FOLLOWING WORDS, WHERE IT IS WRITTEN: "AND THE EARTH WAS WITHOUT FORM, AND VOID." FOR HE RESOLVES THE WORD EARTH INTO MATTER, BECAUSE THAT WHICH IS MADE OUT OF IT IS THE EARTH. AND TO THE WORD WAS HE GIVES THE SAME DIRECTION, AS IF IT POINTED TO WHAT HAD ALWAYS EXISTED UNBEGOTTEN AND UNMADE. IT WAS WITHOUT FORM, MOREOVER, AND VOID, BECAUSE HE WILL HAVE MATTER TO HAVE EXISTED SHAPELESS AND CONFUSED, AND WITHOUT THE FINISH OF A MAKER'S HAND. NOW THESE OPINIONS OF HIS I WILL REFUTE SINGLY; BUT FIRST I WISH TO SAY TO HIM, BY WAY OF GENERAL ANSWER: WE ARE OF OPINION THAT MATTER IS POINTED AT IN THESE TERMS. BUT YET DOES THE SCRIPTURE INTIMATE THAT, BECAUSE MATTER WAS IN EXISTENCE BEFORE ALL, ANYTHING OF LIKE CONDITION WAS EVEN FORMED OUT OF IT? NOTHING OF THE KIND. MATTER MIGHT HAVE HAD EXISTENCE, IF IT SO PLEASED -- OR RATHER IF HERMOGENES SO PLEASED. IT MIGHT, I SAY, HAVE EXISTED, AND YET GOD MIGHT NOT HAVE MADE ANYTHING OUT OF IT, EITHER AS IT WAS UNSUITABLE TO HIM TO HAVE REQUIRED THE AID OF ANYTHING, OR AT LEAST BECAUSE HE IS NOT SHOWN TO HAVE MADE ANYTHING OUT OF MATTER. ITS EXISTENCE MUST THEREFORE BE WITHOUT A CAUSE, YOU WILL SAY. OH, NO! CERTAINLY NOT WITHOUT CAUSE. FOR EVEN IF THE WORLD WERE NOT MADE OUT OF IT, YET A HERESY HAS BEEN HATCHED THEREFROM; AND A SPECIALLY, IMPUDENT ONE TOO, BECAUSE IT IS NOT MATTER WHICH HAS PRODUCED THE HERESY, BUT THE HERESY HAS RATHER MADE MATTER ITSELF. 
CHAP. XXIV. -- EARTH DOES NOT MEAN MATTER AS HERMOGENES WOULD HAVE IT. 
I NOW RETURN TO THE SEVERAL POINTS BY MEANS OF WHICH HE THOUGHT THAT MATTER WAS SIGNIFIED. AND FIRST I WILL INQUIRE ABOUT THE TERMS. FOR WE READ ONLY OF ONE OF THEM EARTH; THE OTHER, NAMELY MATTER, WE DO NOT MEET WITH. I ASK, THEN, SINCE MATTER IS NOT MENTIONED IN SCRIPTURE, HOW THE TERM EARTH CAN BE APPLIED TO IT, WHICH MARKS A SUBSTANCE OF ANOTHER KIND? THERE IS ALL THE GREATER NEED WHY MENTION SHOULD ALSO HAVE BEEN MADE OF MATTER, IF THIS HAS ACQUIRED THE FURTHER SENSE OF EARTH, IN ORDER THAT I MAY BE SURE THAT EARTH IS ONE AND THE SAME NAME AS MATTER, AND SO NOT CLAIM THE DESIGNATION FOR MERELY ONE SUBSTANCE, AS THE PROPER NAME THEREOF, AND BY WHICH IT IS BETTER KNOWN; OR ELSE BE UNABLE (IF I SHOULD FEEL THE INCLINATION), TO APPLY IT TO SOME PARTICULAR SPECIES OF MATER, INSTEAD, INDEED, OF MAKING IT THE COMMON TERM OF ALL MATTER. FOR WHEN A PROPER NAME DOES NOT EXIST FOR THAT THING TO WHICH A COMMON TERM IS ASCRIBED, THE LESS APPARENT IS THE OBJECT TO WHICH IT MAY BE ASCRIBED, THE MORE CAPABLE WILL IT BE OF BEING APPLIED TO ANY OTHER OBJECT WHATEVER. THEREFORE, EVEN SUPPOSING THAT HERMOGENES COULD SHOW US THE NAME MATTER, HE IS BOUND TO PROVE TO US FURTHER, THAT THE SAME OBJECT HAS THE SURNAME EARTH, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY CLAIM FOR IT BOTH DESIGNATIONS ALIKE. 
CHAP. XXV.--THE ASSUMPTION THAT THERE ARE TWO EARTHS MENTIONED IN THE HISTORY OF THE CREATION, REFUTED. 
HE ACCORDINGLY MAINTAINS THAT THERE ARE TWO EARTHS SET BEFORE US IN THE PASSAGE IN QUESTION: ONE, WHICH GOD MADE IN THE BEGINNING; THE OTHER BEING THE MATTER OF WHICH GOD MADE THE WORLD, AND CONCERNING WHICH IT IS SAID, "AND THE EARTH WAS WITHOUT FORM, AND VOID." OF COURSE, IF I WERE TO ASK, TO WHICH OF THE TWO EARTHS THE NAME EARTH IS BEST SUITED, I SHALL BE TOLD THAT THE EARTH WHICH WAS MADE DERIVED THE APPELLATION FROM THAT OF WHICH IT WAS MADE, ON THE GROUND THAT IT IS MORE LIKELY THAT THE OFFSPRING SHOULD GET ITS NAME FROM THE ORIGINAL, THAN THE ORIGINAL FROM THE OFFSPRING. THIS BEING THE CASE, ANOTHER QUESTION PRESENTS ITSELF TO US, WHETHER IT IS RIGHT AND PROPER THAT THIS EARTH WHICH GOD MADE SHOULD HAVE DERIVED ITS NAME FROM THAT OUT OF WHICH HE MADE IT? FOR I FIND FROM HERMOGENES AND THE REST OF THE MATERIALIST HERETICS, THAT WHILE THE ONE EARTH WAS INDEED "WITHOUT FORM, AND VOID," THIS ONE OF OURS OBTAINED FROM GOD IN AN EQUAL DEGREE BOTH FORM, AND BEAUTY, AND SYMMETRY; AND THEREFORE, THAT THE EARTH WHICH WAS CREATED WAS A DIFFERENT THING FROM THAT OUT OF WHICH IT WAS CREATED. NOW, HAVING BECOME A DIFFERENT THING, IT COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE SHARED WITH THE OTHER IN ITS NAME, AFTER IT HAD DECLINED FROM ITS CONDITION. IF EARTH WAS THE PROPER NAME OF THE (ORIGINAL) MATTER, THIS WORLD OF OURS, WHICH IS NOT MATTER, BECAUSE IT HAS BECOME ANOTHER THING, IS UNFIT TO BEAR THE NAME OF EARTH, SEEING THAT THAT NAME BELONGS TO SOMETHING ELSE, AND IS A STRANGER TO ITS NATURE. BUT (YOU WILL TELL ME) MATTER WHICH HAS UNDERGONE CREATION, THAT IS, OUR EARTH, HAD WITH ITS ORIGINAL A COMMUNITY OF NAME NO LESS THAN OF KIND. BY NO MEANS. FOR ALTHOUGH THE PITCHER IS FORMED OUT OF THE CLAY, I SHALL NO LONGER CALL IT CLAY, BUT A PITCHER; SO LIKEWISE, ALTHOUGH ELECTRUM IS COMPOUNDED OF GOLD AND SILVER, I SHALL YET NOT CALL IT EITHER GOLD OR SILVER, BUT ELECTRUM. WHEN THERE IS A DEPARTURE FROM THE NATURE OF ANY THING, THERE IS LIKEWISE A RELINQUISHMENT OF ITS NAME--WITH A PROPRIETY WHICH IS ALIKE DEMANDED BY THE DESIGNATION AND THE CONDITION. HOW GREAT A CHANGE INDEED FROM THE CONDITION OF THAT EARTH, WHICH IS MATTER, HAS COME OVER THIS EARTH OF OURS, IS PLAIN EVEN FROM THE FACT THAT THE LATTER HAS RECEIVED THIS TESTIMONY TO ITS GOODNESS IN GENESIS, "AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD;" WHILE THE FORMER, ACCORDING TO HERMOGENES, IS REGARDED AS THE ORIGIN AND CAUSE OF ALL EVILS. LASTLY, IF THE ONE IS EARTH BECAUSE THE OTHER IS, WHY ALSO IS THE ONE NOT MATTER AS THE OTHER IS? INDEED, BY THIS RULE BOTH THE HEAVEN AND ALL CREATURES OUGHT TO HAVE HAD THE NAMES OF EARTH AND MATTER, SINCE THEY ALL CONSIST OF MATTER. I HAVE SAID ENOUGH TOUCHING THE DESIGNATION EARTH, BY WHICH HE WILL HAVE IT THAT MATTER IS UNDERSTOOD. THIS, AS EVERYBODY KNOWS, IS THE NAME OF ONE OF THE ELEMENTS; FOR SO WE ARE TAUGHT BY NATURE FIRST, AND AFTERWARDS BY SCRIPTURE, EXCEPT IT BE THAT CREDENCE MUST BE GIVEN TO THAT SILENUS WHO TALKED SO CONFIDENTLY IN THE PRESENCE OF KING MIDAS OF ANOTHER WORLD, ACCORDING TO THE ACCOUNT OF THEOPOMPUS. BUT THE SAME AUTHOR INFORMS US THAT THERE ARE ALSO SEVERAL GODS. 
CHAP. XXVI.--THE METHOD OBSERVED IN THE HISTORY OF THE CREATION, IN REPLY TO THE PERVERSE INTERPRETATION OF HERMOGENES. 
WE, HOWEVER, HAVE BUT ONE GOD, AND BUT ONE EARTH TOO, WHICH IN THE BEGINNING GOD MADE. THE SCRIPTURE, WHICH AT ITS VERY OUTSET PROPOSES TO RUN THROUGH THE ORDER THEREOF TELLS US AS ITS FIRST INFORMATION THAT IT WAS CREATED; IT, NEXT PROCEEDS TO SET FORTH WHAT SORT OF EARTH IT WAS. IN LIKE MANNER WITH RESPECT TO THE HEAVEN, IT INFORMS US FIRST OF ITS CREATION--"IN THE BEGINNING GOD MADE THE HEAVEN:" IT THEN GOES ON TO INTRODUCE ITS ARRANGEMENT; HOW THAT GOD BOTH SEPARATED "THE WATER WHICH WAS BELOW THE FIRMAMENT FROM THAT WHICH WAS ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT," AND CALLED THE FIRMAMENT HEAVEN, THE VERY THING HE HAD CREATED IN THE BEGINNING. SIMILARLY, IT (AFTERWARDS) TREATS OF MAN: "AND GOD CREATED MAN, IN THE IMAGE OF GOD MADE HE HIM." IT, NEXT REVEALS HOW HE MADE HIM: "AND (THE LORD) GOD FORMED MAN OF THE DUST OF THE GROUND, AND BREATHED INTO HIS NOSTRILS THE BREATH OF LIFE; AND MAN BECAME A LIVING SOUL." NOW THIS IS UNDOUBTEDLY THE CORRECT AND FITTING MODE FOR THE NARRATIVE. FIRST COMES A PREFATORY STATEMENT, THEN FOLLOW THE DETAILS IN FULL; FIRST THE SUBJECT IS NAMED, THEN IT IS DESCRIBED. HOW ABSURD IS THE OTHER VIEW OF THE ACCOUNT, WHEN EVEN BEFORE HE HAD PREMISED ANY MENTION OF HIS SUBJECT, I.E. MATTER, WITHOUT EVEN GIVING US ITS NAME, HE ALL ON A SUDDEN PROMULGED ITS FORM AND CONDITION, DESCRIBING TO US ITS QUALITY BEFORE MENTIONING ITS EXISTENCE, POINTING OUT THE FIGURE OF THE THING FORMED, BUT CONCEALING ITS NAME! BUT HOW MUCH MORE CREDIBLE IS OUR OPINION, WHICH HOLDS THAT SCRIPTURE HAS ONLY SUBJOINED THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE SUBJECT AFTER IT HAS FIRST DULY DESCRIBED ITS FORMATION AND MENTIONED ITS NAME! INDEED, HOW FULL AND COMPLETE IS THE MEANING OF THESE WORDS: "IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH; BUT THE EARTH WAS WITHOUT FORM, AND VOID,"--THE VERY SAME EARTH, NO DOUBT, WHICH GOD MADE, AND OF WHICH THE SCRIPTURE HAD BEEN SPEAKING AT THAT VERY MOMENT. FOR THAT VERY "BUT" IS INSERTED INTO THE NARRATIVE LIKE A CLASP, (IN ITS FUNCTION) OF A CONJUNCTIVE PARTICLE, TO CONNECT THE TWO SENTENCES INDISSOLUBLY TOGETHER: "BUT THE EARTH." THIS WORD CARRIES BACK THE MIND TO THAT EARTH OF WHICH MENTION HAD JUST BEEN MADE, AND BINDS THE SENSE THEREUNTO. TAKE AWAY THIS "BUT," AND THE TIE IS LOOSENED; SO MUCH SO THAT THE PASSAGE, "BUT THE EARTH WAS WITHOUT FORM, AND VOID," MAY THEN SEEM TO HAVE BEEN MEANT FOR ANY OTHER EARTH. 
CHAP. XXVII.--SOME HAIR-SPLITTING USE OF WORDS IN WHICH HIS OPPONENT HAD INDULGED. 
BUT YOU NEXT PRAISE YOUR EYEBROWS, AND TOSS BACK YOUR HEAD, AND BECKON WITH YOUR FINGER, IN CHARACTERISTIC DISDAIN, AND SAY: THERE IS THE WAS, LOOKING AS IF IT POINTED TO AN ETERNAL EXISTENCE, MAKING ITS SUBJECT, OF COURSE, UNBEGOTTEN AND UNMADE, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT WORTHY OF BEING SUPPOSED TO BE MATTER. WELL NOW, FOR MY OWN PART, I SHALL RESORT TO NO AFFECTED PROTESTATION, BUT SIMPLY REPLY THAT "WAS" MAY BE PREDICATED OF EVERYTHING--EVEN OF A THING WHICH HAS BEEN CREATED, WHICH WAS BORN, WHICH ONCE WAS NOT, AND WHICH IS NOT YOUR MATTER. FOR OF EVERYTHING WHICH HAS BEING, FROM WHATEVER SOURCE IT HAS IT, WHETHER IT HAS IT BY A BEGINNING OR WITHOUT A BEGINNING, THE WORD "WAS" WILL BE PREDICATED FROM THE VERY FACT THAT IT EXISTS. TO WHATEVER THING THE FIRST TENSE OF THE VERB IS APPLICABLE FOR DEFINITION, TO THE SAME WILL BE SUITABLE THE LATER FORM OF THE VERB, WHEN IT HAS TO DESCEND TO RELATION. "EST" (IT IS) FORMS THE ESSENTIAL PART OF A DEFINITION, "ERAT" (IT WAS) OF A RELATION. SUCH ARE THE TRIFLES AND SUBTLETIES OF HERETICS, WHO WREST AND BRING INTO QUESTION THE SIMPLE MEANING OF THE COMMONEST WORDS. A GRAND QUESTION IT IS, TO BE SURE, WHETHER "THE EARTH WAS," WHICH WAS MADE! THE REAL POINT OF DISCUSSION IS, WHETHER "BEING WITHOUT FORM, AND VOID," IS A STATE WHICH IS MORE SUITABLE TO THAT WHICH WAS CREATED, OR TO THAT OF WHICH IT WAS CREATED, SO THAT THE PREDICATE (WAS) MAY APPERTAIN TO THE SAME THING TO WHICH THE SUBJECT (THAT WHICH WAS) ALSO BELONGS. 
CHAP. XXVIII.--A CURIOUS INCONSISTENCY IN HERMOGENES EXPOSED. CERTAIN EXPRESSIONS IN THE HISTORY OF CREATION VINDICATED IN THE TRUE SENSE. 
BUT WE SHALL SHOW NOT ONLY THAT THIS CONDITION AGREED WITH THIS EARTH OF OURS, BUT THAT IT DID NOT AGREE WITH THAT OTHER (INSISTED ON BY HERMOGENES). FOR, INASMUCH AS PURE MATTER WAS THUS SUBSISTENT WITH GOD, WITHOUT THE INTERPOSITION INDEED OF ANY ELEMENT AT ALL (BECAUSE AS YET THERE EXISTED NOTHING BUT ITSELF AND GOD), IT COULD NOT OF COURSE HAVE BEEN INVISIBLE. BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH HERMOGENES CONTENDS THAT DARKNESS WAS INHERENT IN THE SUBSTANCE OF MATTER, A POSITION WHICH WE SHALL HAVE TO MEET IN ITS PROPER PLACE, YET DARKNESS IS VISIBLE EVEN TO A HUMAN BEING (FOR THE VERY FACT THAT THERE IS THE DARKNESS IS AN EVIDENT ONE), MUCH MORE IS IT SO TO GOD. IF INDEED IT HAD BEEN INVISIBLE, ITS QUALITY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN BY ANY MEANS DISCOVERABLE. HOW, THEN, DID HERMOGENES FIND OUT THAT THAT SUBSTANCE WAS "WITHOUT FORM," AND CONFUSED AND DISORDERED, WHICH, AS BEING INVISIBLE, WAS NOT PALPABLE TO HIS SENSES? IF THIS MYSTERY WAS REVEALED TO HIM BY GOD, HE OUGHT TO GIVE US HIS PROOF. I WANT TO KNOW ALSO, WHETHER (THE SUBSTANCE IN QUESTION) COULD HAVE BEEN DESCRIBED AS "VOID." THAT CERTAINLY IS "VOID" WHICH IS IMPERFECT. EQUALLY CERTAIN IS IT, THAT NOTHING CAN BE IMPERFECT BUT THAT WHICH IS MADE; IT IS IMPERFECT WHEN IT IS NOT FULLY MADE. CERTAINLY, YOU ADMIT. MATTER, THEREFORE, WHICH WAS NOT MADE AT ALL, COULD NOT HAVE BEEN IMPERFECT; AND WHAT WAS NOT IMPERFECT WAS NOT "VOID." HAVING NO BEGINNING, BECAUSE IT WAS NOT MADE, IT WAS ALSO UNSUSCEPTIBLE OF ANY VOID-CONDITION. FOR THIS VOID-CONDITION IS AN ACCIDENT OF BEGINNING. THE EARTH, ON THE CONTRARY, WHICH WAS MADE, WAS DESERVEDLY CALLED "VOID." FOR AS SOON AS IT WAS MADE, IT HAD THE CONDITION OF BEING IMPERFECT, PREVIOUS TO ITS COMPLETION. 
CHAP. XXIX.--THE GRADUAL DEVELOPMENT OF COSMICAL ORDER OUT OF CHAOS IN THE CREATION, BEAUTIFULLY STATED. 
GOD, INDEED, CONSUMMATED ALL HIS WORKS IN A DUE ORDER AT, FIRST HE PALED THEM OUT, AS IT WERE, IN THEIR UNFORMED ELEMENTS, AND THEN HE ARRANGED THEM IN THEIR FINISHED BEAUTY. FOR HE DID NOT ALL AT ONCE INUNDATE LIGHT WITH THE SPLENDOR OF THE SUN, NOR ALL AT ONCE TEMPER DARKNESS WITH THE MOON'S ASSUAGING RAY. THE HEAVEN HE DID NOT ALL AT ONCE BEDECK WITH CONSTELLATIONS AND STARS, NOR DID HE AT ONCE FILL THE SEAS WITH THEIR TEEMING MONSTERS. THE EARTH ITSELF HE DID NOT ENDOW WITH ITS VARIED FRUITFULNESS ALL AT ONCE; BUT AT, FIRST HE BESTOWED UPON IT BEING, AND THEN HE FILLED IT, THAT IT MIGHT NOT BE MADE IN VAIN. FOR THUS SAYS ISAIAH: "HE CREATED IT NOT IN VAIN; HE FORMED IT TO BE INHABITED." THEREFORE AFTER IT WAS MADE, AND WHILE AWAITING ITS PERFECT STATE, IT WAS "WITHOUT FORM, AND VOID:" "VOID" INDEED, FROM THE VERY FACT THAT IT WAS WITHOUT FORM (AS BEING NOT YET PERFECT TO THE SIGHT, AND AT THE SAME TIME UNFURNISHED AS YET WITH ITS OTHER QUALITIES); AND "WITHOUT FORM," BECAUSE IT WAS STILL COVERED WITH WATERS, AS IF WITH THE RAMPART OF ITS FECUNDATING MOISTURE, BY WHICH IS PRODUCED OUR FLESH, IN A FORM ALLIED WITH ITS OWN. FOR TO THIS PURPORT DOES DAVID SAY: "THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S, AND THE FULNESS THEREOF; THE WORLD, AND ALL THAT DWELL THEREIN: HE HATH ROUNDED IT UPON THE SEAS, AND ON THE STREAMS HATH HE ESTABLISHED IT." IT WAS WHEN THE WATERS WERE WITHDRAWN INTO THEIR HOLLOW ABYSSES THAT THE DRY LAND BECAME CONSPICUOUS, WHICH WAS HITHERTO COVERED WITH ITS WATERY ENVELOPE. THEN IT FORTHWITH BECOMES "VISIBLE," GOD SAYING, "LET THE WATER BE GATHERED TOGETHER INTO ONE MASS, AND LET THE DRY LAND APPEAR." "APPEAR," SAYS HE, NOT "BE MADE." IT HAD BEEN ALREADY MADE, ONLY IN ITS INVISIBLE CONDITION IT WAS THEN WAITING TO APPEAR. "DRY," BECAUSE IT WAS ABOUT TO BECOME SUCH BY ITS SEVERANCE FROM THE MOISTURE, BUT YET "LAND." "AND GOD CALLED THE DRY LAND EARTH," NOT MATTER. AND SO, WHEN IT AFTERWARDS ATTAINS ITS PERFECTION, IT CEASES TO BE ACCOUNTED VOID, WHEN GOD DECLARES, "LET THE EARTH BRING FORTH GRASS, THE HERB YIELDING SEED AFTER ITS KIND, AND CORDING TO ITS LIKENESS, AND THE FRUIT-TREE YIELDING FRUIT, WHOSE SEED IS IN ITSELF, AFTER ITS KIND." AGAIN: "LET THE EARTH BRING FORTH THE LIVING CREATURE AFTER HIS KIND, CATTLE, AND CREEPING THINGS, AND BEASTS OF THE EARTH, AFTER THEIR KIND." THUS, THE DIVINE SCRIPTURE ACCOMPLISHED ITS FULL ORDER. FOR TO THAT, WHICH IT HAD AT FIRST DESCRIBED AS "WITHOUT FORM (INVISIBLE) AND VOID," IT GAVE BOTH VISIBILITY AND COMPLETION. NOW NO OTHER MATTER WAS "WITHOUT FORM (INVISIBLE) AND VOID." HENCEFORTH, THEN, MATTER WILL HAVE TO BE VISIBLE AND COMPLETE. SO THAT I MUST SEE MATTER, SINCE IT HAS BECOME VISIBLE. I MUST LIKEWISE RECOGNIZE IT AS A COMPLETED THING, SO AS TO BE ABLE TO GATHER FROM IT THE HERB BEARING SEED, AND THE TREE YIELDING FRUIT, AND THAT LIVING CREATURES, MADE OUT OF IT, MAY MINISTER TO MY NEED. MATTER, HOWEVER, IS NOWHERE, BUT THE EARTH IS HERE, CONFESSED TO MY VIEW. I SEE IT, I ENJOY IT, EVER SINCE IT CEASED TO BE "WITHOUT FORM (INVISIBLE), AND VOID." CONCERNING IT MOST CERTAINLY DID ISAIAH SPEAK WHEN HE SAID, "THUS SAITH THE LORD THAT CREATED THE HEAVENS, HE WAS THE GOD THAT FORMED THE EARTH, AND MADE IT." THE SAME EARTH FOR CERTAIN DID HE FORM, WHICH HE ALSO MADE. NOW HOW DID HE FORM IT? OF COURSE, BY SAYING, "LET THE DRY LAND APPEAR." WHY DOES HE COMMAND IT TO APPEAR, IF IT WERE NOT PREVIOUSLY INVISIBLE? FIRS PURPOSE WAS ALSO, THAT HE MIGHT THUS PREVENT HIS HAVING MADE IT IN VAIN, BY RENDERING IT VISIBLE, AND SO FIT FOR USE. AND THUS, THROUGHOUT, PROOFS ARISE TO US THAT THIS EARTH WHICH WE INHABIT IS THE VERY SAME WHICH WAS BOTH CREATED AND FORMED BY GOD, AND THAT NONE OTHER WAS "WITHOUT FORM, AND VOID," THAN THAT WHICH HAD BEEN CREATED AND FORMED. IT THEREFORE FOLLOWS THAT THE SENTENCE, "NOW THE EARTH WAS WITHOUT FORM, AND VOID," APPLIES TO THAT SAME EARTH WHICH GOD MENTIONED SEPARATELY ALONG WITH THE HEAVEN. 
CHAP. XXX.--ANOTHER PASSAGE IN THE SACRED HISTORY OF THE CREATION, RELEASED FROM THE MISHANDLING OF HERMOGENES. 
THE FOLLOWING WORDS WILL IN LIKE MANNER APPARENTLY CORROBORATE THE CONJECTURE OF HERMOGENES, "AND DARKNESS WAS UPON THE FACE OF THE DEEP, AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD MOVED UPON THE FACE OF THE WATER; AS IF THESE BLENDED SUBSTANCES, PRESENTED US WITH ARGUMENTS FOR HIS MASSIVE PILE OF MATTER. NOW, SO DISCRIMINATING AN ENUMERATION OF CERTAIN AND DISTINCT ELEMENTS (AS WE HAVE IN THIS PASSAGE), WHICH SEVERALLY DESIGNATES" DARKNESS," "THE DEEP" "THE SPIRIT OF GOD," "THE WATERS," FORBIDS THE INFERENCE THAT ANYTHING CONFUSED OR (FROM SUCH CONFUSION) UNCERTAIN IS MEANT. STILL MORE, WHEN HE ASCRIBED TO THEM THEIR OWN PLACES, "DARKNESS ON THE FACE OF THE DEEP," "THE SPIRIT UPON THE FACE OF THE WATERS," HE REPUDIATED ALL CONFUSION IN THE SUBSTANCES; AND BY DEMONSTRATING THEIR SEPARATE POSITION, HE DEMONSTRATED ALSO THEIR DISTINCTION. MOST ABSURD, INDEED, WOULD IT BE THAT MATTER, WHICH IS INTRODUCED TO OUR VIEW AS "WITHOUT FORM," SHOULD HAVE ITS "FORMLESS" CONDITION MAINTAINED BY SO MANY WORDS INDICATIVE OF FORM, WITHOUT ANY INTIMATION OF WHAT THAT CONFUSED BODY IS, WHICH MUST OF COURSE BE SUPPOSED TO BE UNIQUE, SINCE IT IS WITHOUT FORM. FOR THAT WHICH IS WITHOUT FORM IS UNIFORM; BUT EVEN THAT WHICH IS WITHOUT FORM, WHEN IT IS BLENDED TOGETHER FROM VARIOUS COMPONENT PARTS, MUST NECESSARILY HAVE ONE OUTWARD APPEARANCE; AND IT HAS NOT ANY APPEARANCE, UNTIL IT HAS THE ONE APPEARANCE (WHICH COMES) FROM MANY PARTS COMBINED. NOW MATTER EITHER HAD THOSE SPECIFIC PARTS WITHIN ITSELF, FROM THE WORDS INDICATIVE OF WHICH IT HAD TO BE UNDERSTOOD--I MEAN "DARKNESS," AND "THE DEEP," AND "THE SPIRIT," AND "THE WATERS"--OR IT HAD THEM NOT. IF IT HAD THEM, HOW IS IT INTRODUCED AS BEING "WITHOUT FORM?" IF IT HAD THEM NOT, HOW DOES IT BECOME KNOWN? 
CHAP. XXXI.--A FURTHER VINDICATION OF THE SCRIPTURE NARRATIVE OF THE CREATION, AGAINST A FUTILE VIEW OF HERMOGENES. 
BUT THIS CIRCUMSTANCE, TOO, WILL BE CAUGHT AT, THAT SCRIPTURE MEANT TO INDICATE OF THE HEAVEN ONLY, AND THIS EARTH OF YOURS, THAT GOD MADE IT IN THE BEGINNING, WHILE NOTHING OF THE KIND IS SAID OF THE ABOVE-MENTIONED SPECIFIC PARTS; AND THEREFORE, THAT THESE, WHICH ARE NOT DESCRIBED AS HAVING BEEN MADE, APPERTAIN TO UNFORMED MATTER. TO THIS POINT ALSO WE MUST GIVE AN ANSWER. HOLY I SCRIPTURE WOULD BE SUFFICIENTLY EXPLICIT, IF IT HAD DECLARED THAT THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AS THE VERY HIGHEST WORKS OF CREATION, WERE MADE BY GOD, POSSESSING OF COURSE THEIR OWN SPECIAL APPURTENANCES, WHICH MIGHT BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE IMPLIED IN THESE HIGHEST WORKS THEMSELVES. NOW THE APPURTENANCES OF THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, MADE THEN IN THE BEGINNING, WERE THE DARKNESS AND THE DEEP, AND THE SPIRIT, AND THE WATERS. FOR THE DEPTH AND THE DARKNESS UNDERLAY THE EARTH. SINCE THE DEEP WAS UNDER THE EARTH, AND THE DARKNESS WAS OVER THE DEEP, UNDOUBTEDLY BOTH THE DARKNESS AND THE DEEP WERE UNDER THE EARTH. BELOW THE HEAVEN, TOO, LAY THE SPIRIT AND THE WATERS. FOR SINCE THE WATERS WERE OVER THE EARTH, WHICH THEY COVERED, WHILST THE SPIRIT WAS OVER THE WATERS, BOTH THE SPIRIT AND THE WATERS WERE ALIKE OVER THE EARTH. NOW THAT WHICH IS OVER THE EARTH, IS OF COURSE UNDER THE HEAVEN. AND EVEN AS THE EARTH BROODED OVER THE DEEP AND THE DARKNESS, SO ALSO DID THE HEAVEN BROOD OVER THE SPIRIT AND THE WATERS, AND EMBRACE THEM. NOR, INDEED, IS THERE ANY NOVELTY IN MENTIONING ONLY THAT WHICH CONTAINS, AS PERTAINING TO THE WHOLE, AND UNDERSTANDING THAT WHICH IS CONTAINED AS INCLUDED IN IT, IN ITS CHARACTER OF A PORTION. SUPPOSE NOW I SHOULD SAY THE CITY BUILT A THEATRE AND A CIRCUS, BUT THE STAGE WAS OF SUCH AND SUCH A KIND, AND THE STATUES WERE ON THE CANAL, AND THE OBELISK WAS REARED ABOVE THEM ALL, WOULD IT FOLLOW THAT, BECAUSE I DID NOT DISTINCTLY STATE THAT THESE SPECIFIC THINGS WERE MADE BY THE CITY, THEY WERE THEREFORE NOT MADE BY IT ALONG WITH THE CIRCUS AND THE THEATRE? DID I NOT, INDEED, REFRAIN FROM SPECIALLY MENTIONING THE FORMATION OF THESE PARTICULAR THINGS BECAUSE THEY WERE IMPLIED IN THE THINGS WHICH I HAD ALREADY SAID WERE MADE, AND MIGHT BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE INHERENT IN THE THINGS IN WHICH THEY WERE CONTAINED? BUT THIS EXAMPLE MAY BE AN IDLE ONE AS BEING DERIVED FROM A HUMAN CIRCUMSTANCE; I WILL TAKE ANOTHER, WHICH HAS THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE ITSELF. IT SAYS THAT "GOD MADE MAN OF THE DUST OF THE GROUND AND BREATHED INTO HIS NOSTRILS THE BREATH OF LIFE, AND MAN BECAME A LIVING SOUL." NOW, ALTHOUGH IT HERE MENTIONS THE NOSTRILS, IT DOES NOT SAY THAT THEY WERE MADE BY GOD; SO AGAIN, IT SPEAKS OF SKIN AND BONES, AND FLESH AND EYES, AND SWEAT AND BLOOD, IN SUBSEQUENT PASSAGES, AND YET IT NEVER INTIMATED THAT THEY HAD BEEN CREATED BY GOD. WHAT WILL HERMOGENES HAVE TO ANSWER? THAT THE HUMAN LIMBS MUST BELONG TO MATTER, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT SPECIALLY MENTIONED AS OBJECTS OF CREATION? OR ARE THEY INCLUDED IN THE FORMATION OF MAN? IN LIKE MANNER, THE DEEP AND THE DARKNESS, AND THE SPIRIT AND THE WATERS, WERE AS MEMBERS OF THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH. FOR IN THE BODIES THE LIMBS WERE MADE, IN THE BODIES THE LIMBS TOO WERE MENTIONED. NO ELEMENT BUT WHAT IS A MEMBER OF THAT ELEMENT IN WHICH IT IS CONTAINED. BUT ALL ELEMENTS ARE CONTAINED IN THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH. 
CHAP. XXXII.--THE ACCOUNT OF THE CREATION IN GENESIS A GENERAL ONE. CORROBORATED, HOWEVER, BY MANY OTHER PASSAGES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, WHICH GIVE ACCOUNT OF SPECIFIC CREATIONS. FURTHER CAVILLINGS CONFUTED. 
THIS IS THE ANSWER I SHOULD GIVE IN DEFENSE OF THE SCRIPTURE BEFORE US, FOR SEEMING HERE TO SET FORTH THE FORMATION OF THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AS IF (THEY WERE) THE SOLE BODIES MADE. IT COULD NOT BUT KNOW THAT THERE WERE THOSE WHO WOULD AT ONCE IN THE BODIES UNDERSTAND THEIR SEVERAL MEMBERS ALSO, AND THEREFORE IT EMPLOYED THIS CONCISE MODE OF SPEECH. BUT, AT THE SAME TIME, IT FORESAW THAT THERE WOULD BE STUPID AND CRAFTY MEN, WHO, AFTER PALTERING WITH THE VIRTUAL MEANING, WOULD REQUIRE FOR THE SEVERAL MEMBERS A WORD DESCRIPTIVE OF THEIR FORMATION TOO. IT IS THEREFORE BECAUSE OF SUCH PERSONS, THAT SCRIPTURE IN OTHER PASSAGES TEACHES US OF THE CREATION OF THE INDIVIDUAL PARTS. YOU HAVE WISDOM SAYING, "BUT BEFORE THE DEPTHS, WAS I BROUGHT FORTH," IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE THAT THE DEPTHS WERE ALSO "BROUGHT FORTH"--THAT IS, CREATED--JUST AS WE CREATE SONS ALSO, THOUGH WE "BRING THEM FORTH." IT MATTERS NOT WHETHER THE DEPTH WAS MADE OR BORN, SO THAT A BEGINNING BE ACCORDED TO IT, WHICH HOWEVER WOULD NOT BE, IF IT WERE SUBJOINED TO MATTER. OF DARKNESS, INDEED, THE LORD HIMSELF BY ISAIAH SAYS, "I FORMED THE LIGHT, AND I CREATED DARKNESS." OF THE WIND ALSO AMOS SAYS, "HE THAT STRENGTHENETH THE THUNDER, AND CREATETH THE WIND, AND DECLARETH HIS CHRIST UNTO MEN;" THUS SHOWING THAT THAT WIND WAS CREATED WHICH WAS RECKONED WITH THE FORMATION OF THE EARTH, WHICH WAS WAFTED OVER THE WATERS, BALANCING AND REFRESHING AND ANIMATING ALL THINGS: NOT (AS SOME SUPPOSE) MEANING GOD HIMSELF BY THE SPIRIT, ON THE GROUND THAT "GOD IS A SPIRIT," BECAUSE THE WATERS WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO BEAR UP THEIR LORD; BUT HE SPEAKS OF THAT SPIRIT OF WHICH THE WINDS CONSIST, AS HE SAYS BY ISAIAH, "BECAUSE MY SPIRIT WENT FORTH FROM ME, AND I MADE EVERY BLAST." IN LIKE MANNER THE SAME WISDOM SAYS OF THE WATERS, "ALSO WHEN HE MADE THE FOUNTAINS STRONG, THINGS WHICH ARE UNDER THE SKY, I WAS FASHIONING THEM ALONG WITH HIM." NOW, WHEN WE PROVE THAT THESE PARTICULAR THINGS WERE CREATED BY GOD, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE ONLY MENTIONED IN GENESIS, WITHOUT ANY INTIMATION OF THEIR HAVING BEEN MADE, WE SHALL PERHAPS RECEIVE FROM THE OTHER SIDE THE REPLY, THAT THESE WERE MADE, IT IS TRUE, BUT OUT OF MATTER, SINCE THE VERY STATEMENT OF MOSES, "AND DARKNESS WAS ON THE FACE OF THE DEEP, AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD MOVED ON THE FACE OF THE WATERS," REFERS TO MATTER, AS INDEED DO ALL THOSE OTHER SCRIPTURES HERE AND THERE, WHICH DEMONSTRATE THAT THE SEPARATE PARTS WERE MADE OUT OF MATTER. IT MUST FOLLOW, THEN, THAT AS EARTH CONSISTED OF EARTH, SO ALSO DEPTH CONSISTED OF DEPTH, AND DARKNESS OF DARKNESS, AND THE WIND AND WATERS OF WIND AND WATERS. AND, AS WE SAID ABOVE, MATTER COULD NOT HAVE BEEN WITHOUT FORM, SINCE IT HAD SPECIFIC PARTS, WHICH WERE FORMED OUT OF IT--ALTHOUGH AS SEPARATE THINGS--UNLESS, INDEED, THEY WERE NOT SEPARATE, BUT WERE THE VERY SAME WITH THOSE OUT OF WHICH THEY CAME. FOR IT IS REALLY IMPOSSIBLE THAT THOSE SPECIFIC THINGS, WHICH ARE SET FORTH UNDER THE SAME NAMES, SHOULD HAVE BEEN DIVERSE; BECAUSE IN THAT CASE THE OPERATION OF GOD MIGHT SEEM TO BE USELESS, IF IT MADE THINGS WHICH EXISTED ALREADY; SINCE THAT ALONE WOULD BE A CREATION, WHEN THINGS CAME INTO BEING, WHICH HAD NOT BEEN (PREVIOUSLY) MADE. THEREFORE, TO CONCLUDE, EITHER MOSES THEN POINTED TO MATTER WHEN HE WROTE THE WORDS: "AND DARKNESS WAS ON THE FACE OF THE DEEP, AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD MOVED ON THE FACE OF THE WATERS;" OR ELSE, INASMUCH AS THESE SPECIFIC PARTS OF CREATION ARE AFTERWARDS SHOWN IN OTHER PASSAGES TO HAVE BEEN MADE BY GOD, THEY OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN WITH EQUAL EXPLICITNESS SHOWN TO HAVE BEEN MADE OUT OF THE MATTER WHICH, ACCORDING TO YOU, MOSES HAD PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED; OR ELSE, FINALLY, IF MOSES POINTED TO THOSE SPECIFIC PARTS, AND NOT TO MATTER, I WANT TO KNOW WHERE MATTER HAS BEEN POINTED OUT AT ALL. 
CHAP. XXXIII.--STATEMENT OF THE TRUE DOCTRINE CONCERNING MATTER. ITS RELATION TO GOD'S CREATION OF THE WORLD. 
BUT ALTHOUGH HERMOGENES FINDS IT AMONGST HIS OWN COLORABLE PRETENSES (FOR IT WAS NOT IN HIS POWER TO DISCOVER IT IN THE SCRIPTURES OF GOD), IT IS ENOUGH FOR US, BOTH THAT IT IS CERTAIN THAT ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY GOD, AND THAT THERE IS NO CERTAINTY WHATEVER THAT THEY WERE MADE OUT OF MATTER. AND EVEN IF MATTER HAD PREVIOUSLY EXISTED, WE MUST HAVE BELIEVED THAT IT HAD BEEN REALLY MADE BY GOD, SINCE WE MAINTAINED (NO LESS) WHEN WE HELD THE RULE OF FAITH TO BE, THAT NOTHING EXCEPT GOD WAS UNCREATED. UP TO THIS POINT THERE IS ROOM FOR CONTROVERSY, UNTIL MATTER IS BROUGHT TO THE TEST OF THE SCRIPTURES, AND FAILS TO MAKE GOOD ITS CASE. THE CONCLUSION OF THE WHOLE IS THIS: I FIND THAT THERE WAS NOTHING MADE, EXCEPT OUT OF NOTHING; BECAUSE THAT WHICH I FIND WAS MADE, I KNOW DID NOT ONCE EXIST. WHATEVER WAS MADE OUT OF SOMETHING, HAS ITS ORIGIN IN SOMETHING MADE: FOR INSTANCE, OUT OF THE GROUND WAS MADE THE GRASS, AND THE FRUIT, AND THE CATTLE, AND THE FORM OF MAN HIMSELF; SO, FROM THE WATERS WERE PRODUCED THE ANIMALS WHICH SWIM AND FLY. THE ORIGINAL FABRICS OUT OF WHICH SUCH CREATURES WERE PRODUCED I MAY CALL THEIR MATERIALS, BUT THEN EVEN THESE WERE CREATED BY GOD. 
CHAP. XXXIV.--A PRESUMPTION THAT ALL THINGS WERE CREATED BY GOD OUT OF NOTHING AFFORDED BY THE ULTIMATE REDUCTION OF ALL THINGS TO NOTHING. SCRIPTURES PROVING THIS REDUCTION VINDICATED FROM HERMOGENES' CHARGE OF BEING MERELY FIGURATIVE. 
BESIDES, THE BELIEF THAT EVERYTHING WAS MADE FROM NOTHING WILL BE IMPRESSED UPON US BY THAT ULTIMATE DISPENSATION OF GOD WHICH WILL BRING BACK ALL THINGS TO NOTHING. FOR "THE VERY HEAVEN SHALL BE ROLLED TOGETHER AS A SCROLL;'" NAY, IT SHALL COME TO NOTHING ALONG WITH THE EARTH ITSELF, WITH WHICH IT WAS MADE IN THE BEGINNING. "HEAVEN AND EARTH SHALL PASS AWAY," SAYS HE. "THE FIRST HEAVEN AND THE FIRST EARTH PASSED AWAY," "AND THERE WAS FOUND NO PLACE FOR THEM," BECAUSE, OF COURSE, THAT WHICH COMES TO AN END LOSES LOCALITY. IN LIKE MANNER DAVID SAYS, "THE HEAVENS, THE WORKS OF THINE HANDS, SHALL THEMSELVES PERISH. FOR EVEN AS A VESTURE SHALL HE CHANGE THEM, AND THEY SHALL BE CHANGED." NOW TO BE CHANGED IS TO FALL FROM THAT PRIMITIVE STATE WHICH THEY LOSE WHILST UNDERGOING THE CHANGE. "AND THE STARS TOO SHALL FALL FROM HEAVEN, EVEN AS A FIG-TREE CASTETH HER GREEN FIGS WHEN SHE IS I SHAKEN OF A MIGHTY WIND." "THE MOUNTAINS SHALL MELT LIKE WAX AT THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD;" THAT IS, "WHEN HE RISETH TO SHAKE TERRIBLY THE EARTH." "BUT I WILL DRY UP THE POOLS;" AND "THEY SHALL SEEK WATER, AND THEY SHALL FIND NONE." EVEN" THE SEA SHALL BE NO MORE." NOW IF ANY PERSON SHOULD GO SO FAR AS TO SUPPOSE THAT ALL THESE PASSAGES OUGHT TO BE SPIRITUALLY INTERPRETED, HE WILL YET BE UNABLE TO DEPRIVE THEM OF THE TRUE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THOSE ISSUES WHICH MUST COME TO PASS JUST AS THEY HAVE BEEN WRITTEN FOR ALL FIGURES OF SPEECH NECESSARILY ARISE OUT OF REAL THINGS, NOT OUT OF CHIMERICAL ONES; T BECAUSE NOTHING IS CAPABLE OF IMPARTING ANYTHING OF ITS OWN FOR A SIMILITUDE, EXCEPT IT ACTUALLY BE THAT VERY THING WHICH IT IMPARTS IN THE SIMILITUDE. I RETURN THEREFORE TO THE PRINCIPLE WHICH DEFINES THAT ALL THINGS WHICH HAVE COME FROM NOTHING SHALL RETURN AT LAST TO NOTHING. FOR GOD WOULD NOT HAVE MADE ANY PERISHABLE THING OUT OF WHAT WAS ETERNAL, THAT IS TO SAY, OUT OF MATTER; NEITHER OUT OF GREATER THINGS WOULD HE HAVE CREATED INFERIOR ONES, TO WHOSE CHARACTER IT WOULD BE MORE AGREEABLE TO PRODUCE GREATER THINGS OUT OF INFERIOR ONES, IN OTHER WORDS, WHAT IS ETERNAL OUT OF WHAT IS PERISHABLE. THIS IS THE PROMISE HE MAKES EVEN TO OUR FLESH, AND IT HAS BEEN HIS WILL TO DEPOSIT WITHIN US THIS PLEDGE OF HIS OWN VIRTUE AND POWER, IN ORDER THAT WE MAY BELIEVE O THAT HE HAS ACTUALLY AWAKENED THE UNIVERSE OUT OF NOTHING, AS IF IT HAD BEEN STEEPED IN DEATH, IN THE SENSE, OF COURSE, OF ITS PREVIOUS NON-EXISTENCE FOR THE PURPOSE OF ITS E COMING INTO EXISTENCE. 
CHAP. XXXV.--CONTRADICTORY PROPOSITIONS ADVANCED BY HERMOGENES RESPECTING MATTER AND ITS QUALITIES. 
AS REGARDS ALL OTHER POINTS TOUCHING MATTER, ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO NECESSITY WHY WE SHOULD TREAT OF THEM (FOR OUR FIRST POINT WAS THE MANIFEST PROOF OF ITS EXISTENCE), WE MUST FOR ALL THAT PURSUE OUR DISCUSSION JUST AS IF IT DID EXIST, IN ORDER THAT ITS NON-EXISTENCE MAY BE THE MORE APPARENT, WHEN THESE OTHER POINTS CONCERNING IT PROVE INCONSISTENT WITH EACH OTHER, AND IN ORDER AT THE SAME TIME THAT HERMOGENES MAY ACKNOWLEDGE HIS OWN CONTRADICTORY POSITIONS. MATTER, SAYS HE, AT FIRST SIGHT SEEMS TO US TO BE INCORPOREAL; BUT WHEN EXAMINED BY THE LIGHT OF RIGHT REASON, IT IS FOUND TO BE NEITHER CORPOREAL NOR INCORPOREAL. WHAT IS THIS RIGHT REASON OF YOURS, WHICH DECLARES NOTHING RIGHT, THAT IS, NOTHING CERTAIN? FOR, IF I MISTAKE NOT, EVERYTHING MUST OF NECESSITY BE EITHER CORPOREAL OR INCORPOREAL (ALTHOUGH I MAY FOR THE MOMENT ALLOW THAT THERE IS A CERTAIN INCORPOREALITY IN EVEN SUBSTANTIAL THINGS, ALTHOUGH THEIR VERY SUBSTANCE IS THE BODY OF PARTICULAR THINGS); AT ALL EVENTS, AFTER THE CORPOREAL AND THE INCORPOREAL THERE IS NO THIRD STATE. BUT IF IT BE CONTENDED THAT THERE IS A THIRD STATE DISCOVERED BY THIS RIGHT REASON OF HERMOGENES, WHICH MAKES MATTER NEITHER CORPOREAL NOR INCORPOREAL, (I ASK,) WHERE IS IT? WHAT SORT OF THING IS IT? WHAT IS IT CALLED? WHAT IS ITS DESCRIPTION? WHAT IS IT UNDERSTOOD TO BE? THIS ONLY HAS HIS REASON DECLARED, THAT MATTER IS NEITHER CORPOREAL NOR INCORPOREAL. 
CHAP. XXXVI.--OTHER ABSURD THEORIES RESPECTING MATTER AND ITS INCIDENTS EXPOSED IN AN IRONICAL STRAIN, MOTION IN MATTER. HERMOGENES' CONCEITS RESPECTING IT. 
BUT SEE WHAT A CONTRADICTION HE NEXT ADVANCES (OR PERHAPS SOME OTHER REASON OCCURS TO HIM), WHEN HE DECLARES THAT MATTER PARTLY CORPOREAL AND PARTLY INCORPOREAL. THEN MUST MATTER BE CONSIDERED (TO EMBRACE) BOTH CONDITIONS, IN ORDER THAT IT MAY NOT HAVE EITHER? FOR IT WILL BE CORPOREAL, AND INCORPOREAL IN SPITE OF THE DECLARATION OF THAT ANTITHESIS, WHICH IS PLAINLY ABOVE GIVING ANY REASON FOR ITS OPINION, JUST AS THAT "OTHER REASON" ALSO WAS. NOW, BY THE CORPOREAL PART OF MATTER, HE MEANS THAT OF WHICH BODIES ARE CREATED; BUT BY THE INCORPOREAL PART OF MATTER, HE MEANS ITS UNCREATED MOTION. IF, SAYS HE, MATTER WERE SIMPLY A BODY, THERE WOULD APPEAR TO BE IN IT NOTHING INCORPOREAL, THAT IS, MOTION; IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, IT HAD BEEN WHOLLY INCORPOREAL NO BODY COULD BE FORMED OUT OF IT. WHAT A PECULIARLY RIGHT REASON HAVE WE HERE! ONLY IF YOU MAKE YOUR SKETCHES AS RIGHT AS YOU MAKE YOUR REASON, HERMOGENES, NO PAINTER WOULD BE MORE STUPID THAN YOURSELF. FOR WHO IS GOING TO ALLOW YOU TO RECKON MOTION AS A MOIETY OF MATTER, SEEING THAT IT IS NOT A SUBSTANTIAL THING, BECAUSE IT IS NOT CORPOREAL, BUT AN ACCIDENT (IF INDEED IT BE EVEN THAT) OF A SUBSTANCE AND A BODY? JUST AS ACTION IS, AND IMPULSION, JUST AS A SLIP IS, OR A FALL, SO IS MOTION. WHEN ANYTHING MOVES EVEN OF ITSELF, ITS MOTION IS THE RESULT OF IMPULSE; BUT CERTAINLY, IT IS NO PART OF ITS SUBSTANCE IN YOUR SENSE, WHEN YOU MAKE MOTION THE INCORPOREAL PART OF MATTER. ALL THINGS, INDEED, HAVE MOTION--EITHER OF THEMSELVES AS ANIMALS, OR OF OTHERS AS INANIMATE THINGS; BUT YET WE SHOULD NOT SAY THAT EITHER A MAN OR A STONE WAS BOTH CORPOREAL AND INCORPOREAL BECAUSE THEY HAD BOTH A BODY AND MOTION: WE SHOULD SAY RATHER THAT ALL THINGS HAVE ONE FORM OF SIMPLE CORPOREALITY, WHICH IS THE ESSENTIAL QUALITY OF SUBSTANCE. IF ANY INCORPOREAL INCIDENTS ACCRUE TO THEM, AS ACTIONS, OR PASSIONS, OR FUNCTIONS, OR DESIRES, WE DO NOT RECKON THESE PARTS AS OF THE THINGS. HOW THEN DOES HE CONTRIVE TO ASSIGN AN INTEGRAL PORTION OF MATTER TO MOTION, WHICH DOES NOT PERTAIN TO SUBSTANCE, BUT TO A CERTAIN CONDITION OF SUBSTANCE? IS NOT THIS INCONTROVERTIBLE? SUPPOSE YOU HAD TAKEN IT INTO YOUR HEAD TO REPRESENT MATTER AS IMMOVEABLE, WOULD THEN THE IMMOBILITY SEEMS TO YOU TO BE A MOIETY OF ITS FORM? CERTAINLY NOT. NEITHER, IN LIKE MANNER, COULD MOTION. BUT I SHALL BE AT LIBERTY TO SPEAK OF MOTION ELSEWHERE. 
CHAP. XXXVII.--IRONICAL DILEMMAS RESPECTING MATTER, AND SUNDRY MORAL QUALITIES FANCIFULLY ATTRIBUTED TO IT. 
I SEE NOW THAT YOU ARE COMING BACK AGAIN TO THAT REASON, WHICH HAS BEEN IN THE HABIT OF DECLARING TO YOU NOTHING IN THE WAY OF CERTAINTY. FOR JUST AS YOU INTRODUCE TO OUR NOTICE MATTER AS BEING NEITHER CORPOREAL NOR INCORPOREAL, SO YOU ALLEGE OF IT THAT IT IS NEITHER GOOD NOR EVIL; AND YOU SAY, WHILST ARGUING FURTHER ON IT IN THE SAME STRAIN: "IF IT WERE GOOD, SEEING THAT IT HAD EVER BEEN SO, IT WOULD NOT REQUIRE THE ARRANGEMENT OF ITSELF BY GOD; IF IT WERE NATURALLY EVIL, IT WOULD NOT HAVE ADMITTED OF A CHANGE FOR THE BETTER, NOR WOULD GOD HAVE EVER APPLIED TO SUCH A NATURE ANY ATTEMPT AT ARRANGEMENT OF IT, FOR HIS LABOR WOULD HAVE BEEN IN VAIN." SUCH ARE YOUR WORDS, WHICH IT WOULD HAVE BEEN WELL IF YOU HAD REMEMBERED IN OTHER PASSAGES ALSO, SO AS TO HAVE AVOIDED ANY CONTRADICTION OF THEM. AS, HOWEVER, WE HAVE ALREADY TREATED TO SOME EXTENT OF THIS AMBIGUITY OF GOOD AND EVIL TOUCHING MATTER, I WILL NOW REPLY TO THE ONLY PROPOSITION AND ARGUMENT OF YOURS WHICH WE HAVE BEFORE US. I SHALL NOT STOP TO REPEAT MY OPINION, THAT IT WAS YOUR BOUNDEN DUTY TO HAVE SAID FOR CERTAIN THAT MATTER WAS EITHER GOOD OR BAD, OR IN SOME THIRD CONDITION; BUT (I MUST OBSERVE) THAT YOU HAVE NOT HERE EVEN KEPT TO THE STATEMENT WHICH YOU CHOSE TO MAKE BEFORE. INDEED, YOU RETRACT WHAT YOU DECLARED--THAT MATTER IS NEITHER GOOD NOR EVIL; BECAUSE YOU IMPLY THAT IT IS EVIL WHEN YOU SAY, "IF IT WERE GOOD, IT WOULD NOT REQUIRE TO BE SET IN ORDER BY GOD;" SO AGAIN, WHEN YOU ADD, "IF IT WERE NATURALLY EVIL, IT WOULD NOT ADMIT OF ANY CHANGE FOR THE BETTER," YOU SEEM TO INTIMATE THAT IT IS GOOD. AND SO, YOU ATTRIBUTE TO IT A CLOSE RELATION TO GOOD AND EVIL, ALTHOUGH YOU DECLARED IT NEITHER GOOD NOR EVIL. WITH A VIEW, HOWEVER, TO RE LUTE THE ARGUMENT WHEREBY YOU THOUGHT YOU WERE GOING TO CLINCH YOUR PROPOSITION, I HERE CONTEND: IF MATTER HAD ALWAYS BEEN GOOD, WHY SHOULD IT NOT HAVE STILL WANTED A CHANGE FOR THE BETTER? DOES THAT WHICH IS GOOD NEVER DESIRE, NEVER WISH, NEVER FEEL ABLE TO ADVANCE, SO AS TO CHANGE ITS GOOD FOR A BETTER? AND IN LIKE MANNER, IF MATTER HAD BEEN BY NATURE EVIL, WHY MIGHT IT NOT HAVE BEEN CHANGED BY GOD AS THE MORE POWERFUL BEING, AS ABLE TO CONVERT THE NATURE OF STONES INTO CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM? SURELY BY SUCH MEANS YOU NOT ONLY COMPARE THE LORD WITH MATTER, BUT YOU EVEN PUT HIM BELOW IT, SINCE YOU AFFIRM THAT THE NATURE OF MATTER COULD NOT POSSIBLY BE BROUGHT UNDER CONTROL BY HIM, AND TRAINED TO SOMETHING BETTER. BUT ALTHOUGH YOU ARE HERE DISINCLINED TO ALLOW THAT MATTER IS BY NATURE EVIL, YET IN ANOTHER PASSAGE YOU WILL DENY HAVING MADE SUCH AN ADMISSION. 
CHAP. XXXVIII.--OTHER SPECULATIONS OF HERMOGENES, ABOUT MATTER AND SOME OF ITS ADJUNCTS, SHOWN TO BE ABSURD. FOR INSTANCE, ITS ALLEGED INFINITY. 
MY OBSERVATIONS TOUCHING THE SITE OF MATTER, AS ALSO CONCERNING ITS MODE HAVE ONE AND THE SAME OBJECT IN VIEW--TO MEET AND REFUTE YOUR PERVERSE POSITIONS. YOU PUT MATTER BELOW GOD, AND THUS, OF COURSE, YOU ASSIGN A PLACE TO IT BELOW GOD. THEREFORE, MATTER IS LOCAL. NOW, IF IT IS LOCAL, IT IS WITHIN LOCALITY; IF WITHIN LOCALITY, IT IS BOUNDED BY THE PLACE WITHIN WHICH IT IS; IF IT IS BOUNDED, IT HAS AN OUTLINE, WHICH (PAINTER AS YOU ARE IN YOUR SPECIAL VOCATION) YOU KNOW IS THE BOUNDARY TO EVERY OBJECT SUSCEPTIBLE OF OUTLINE. MATTER, THEREFORE, CANNOT BE INFINITE, WHICH, SINCE IT IS IN SPACE, IS BOUNDED BY SPACE; AND BEING THUS DETERMINABLE BY SPACE, IT IS SUSCEPTIBLE OF AN OUTLINE. YOU, HOWEVER, MAKE IT INFINITE, WHEN YOU SAY: "IT IS ON THIS ACCOUNT INFINITE, BECAUSE IT IS ALWAYS EXISTENT." AND IF ANY OF YOUR DISCIPLES SHOULD CHOOSE TO MEET US BY DECLARING YOUR MEANING TO BE THAT MATTER IS INFINITE IN TIME, NOT IN ITS CORPOREAL MASS, STILL WHAT FOLLOWS WILL SHOW THAT (YOU MEAN) CORPOREAL INFINITY TO BE AN ATTRIBUTE OF MATTER, THAT IT IS IN RESPECT OF BULK IMMENSE AND UN-CIRCUMSCRIBED. "WHEREFORE," SAY YOU, "IT IS NOT FABRICATED AS A WHOLE, BUT IN ITS PARTS." IN BULK, THEREFORE, IS IT INFINITE, NOT IN TIME. AND YOU CONTRADICT YOURSELF WHEN YOU MAKE MATTER INFINITE IN BULK, AND AT THE SAME TIME ASCRIBE PLACE TO IT, INCLUDING IT WITHIN SPACE AND LOCAL OUTLINE. BUT YET AT THE SAME TIME I CANNOT TELL WHY GOD SHOULD NOT HAVE ENTIRELY FORMED IT, UNLESS IT BE BECAUSE HE WAS EITHER IMPOTENT OR ENVIOUS. I WANT THEREFORE TO KNOW THE MOIETY OF THAT WHICH WAS NOT WHOLLY FORMED (BY GOD), IN ORDER THAT I MAY UNDERSTAND WHAT KIND OF THING THE ENTIRETY WAS. IT WAS ONLY RIGHT THAT GOD SHOULD HAVE MADE IT KNOWN AS A MODEL OF ANTIQUITY, TO SET OFF THE GLORY OF HIS WORK. 
CHAP. XXXIX.--THESE LATTER SPECULATIONS SHOWN TO BE CONTRADICTORY TO THE FIRST PRINCIPLES RESPECTING MATTER, FORMERLY LAID DOWN BY HERMOGENES. 
WELL, NOW, SINCE IT SEEMS TO YOU TO BE THE CORRECTER THING, LET MATTER BE CIRCUMSCRIBED BY MEANS OF CHANGES AND DISPLACEMENTS; LET IT ALSO BE CAPABLE OF COMPREHENSION, SINCE (AS YOU SAY) IT IS USED AS MATERIAL BY GOD, ON THE GROUND OF ITS BEING CONVERTIBLE, MUTABLE, AND SEPARABLE. FOR ITS CHANGES, YOU SAY, SHOW IT TO BE INSEPARABLE. AND HERE YOU HAVE SWERVED FROM YOUR OWN LINES WHICH YOU PRESCRIBED RESPECTING THE PERSON OF GOD WHEN YOU LAID DOWN THE RULE THAT GOD MADE IT NOT OUT OF HIS OWN SELF, BECAUSE IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO BECOME DIVIDED SEEING THAT HE IS ETERNAL AND ABIDING FOR EVER, AND THEREFORE UNCHANGEABLE AND INDIVISIBLE. SINCE MATTER TOO IS ESTIMATED BY THE SAME ETERNITY, HAVING NEITHER BEGINNING NOR END, IT WILL BE UNSUSCEPTIBLE OF DIVISION, OF CHANGE, FOR THE SAME REASON THAT GOD ALSO IS. SINCE IT IS ASSOCIATED WITH HIM IN THE JOINT POSSESSION OF ETERNITY, IT MUST NEED SHARE WITH HIM ALSO THE POWERS, THE LAWS, AND THE CONDITIONS OF ETERNITY. IN LIKE MANNER, WHEN YOU SAY, "ALL THINGS SIMULTANEOUSLY THROUGHOUT THE UNIVERSE POSSESS PORTIONS OF IT, THAT SO THE WHOLE MAY BE ASCERTAINED FROM ITS PARTS," YOU OF COURSE MEAN TO INDICATE THOSE PARTS WHICH WERE PRODUCED OUT OF IT, AND WHICH ARE NOW VISIBLE TO US. HOW THEN IS THIS POSSESSION (OF MATTER) BY ALL THINGS THROUGHOUT THE UNIVERSE EFFECTED--THAT IS, OF COURSE, FROM THE VERY BEGINNING--WHEN THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOW VISIBLE TO US ARE DIFFERENT IN THEIR CONDITION FROM WHAT THEY WERE IN THE BEGINNING? 
CHAP. XL.--SHAPELESS MATTER AN INCONGRUOUS ORIGIN FOR GOD'S BEAUTIFUL COSMOS. HERMOGENES DOES NOT MEND HIS ARGUMENT BY SUPPOSING THAT ONLY A PORTION OF MATTER WAS USED IN THE CREATION. 
YOU SAY THAT MATTER WAS REFORMED FOR THE BETTERS--FROM A WORSE CONDITION, OF COURSE; AND THUS, YOU WOULD MAKE THE BETTER A COPY OF THE WORSE. EVERYTHING WAS IN CONFUSION, BUT NOW IT IS REDUCED TO ORDER; AND WOULD YOU ALSO SAY, THAT OUT OF ORDER, DISORDER IS PRODUCED? NO ONE THING IS THE EXACT MIRROR OF ANOTHER THING; THAT IS TO SAY, IT IS NOT ITS CO-EQUAL. NOBODY EVER FOUND HIMSELF IN A BARBER'S LOOKING-GLASS LOOK LIKE AN ASS INSTEAD OF A MAN; UNLESS IT BE, HE WHO SUPPOSES THAT UNFORMED AND SHAPELESS MATTER ANSWERS TO MATTER WHICH IS NOW ARRANGED AND BEAUTIFIED IN THE FABRIC OF THE WORLD. WHAT IS THERE NOW THAT IS WITHOUT FORM IN THE WORLD, WHAT WAS THERE ONCE THAT WAS FORMED IN MATTER, THAT THE WORLD IS THE MIRROR OF MATTER? SINCE THE WORLD IS KNOWN AMONG THE GREEKS BY A TERM DENOTING ORNAMENT, HOW CAN IT PRESENT THE IMAGE OF UNADORNED MATTER, IN SUCH A WAY THAT YOU CAN SAY THE WHOLE IS KNOWN BY ITS PARTS? TO THAT WHOLE WILL CERTAINLY BELONG EVEN THE PORTION WHICH HAS NOT YET BECOME FORMED; AND YOU HAVE ALREADY DECLARED THAT THE WHOLE OF MATTER WAS NOT USED AS MATERIAL IN THE CREATION. IT FOLLOWS, THEN, THAT THIS RUDE, AND CONFUSED, AND UNARRANGED PORTION CANNOT BE RECOGNIZED IN THE POLISHED, AND DISTINCT AND WELL-ARRANGED PARTS OF CREATION, WHICH INDEED CAN HARDLY WITH PROPRIETY BE CALLED PARTS OF MATTER, SINCE THEY HAVE QUIT-TED ITS CONDITION, BY BEING SEPARATED FROM IT IN THE TRANSFORMATION THEY HAVE UNDERGONE. 
CHAP. XLI.--SUNDRY QUOTATIONS FROM HERMOGENES. NOW UNCERTAIN AND VAGUE ARE HIS SPECULATIONS RESPECTING MOTION IN MATTER, AND THE MATERIAL QUALITIES OF GOOD AND EVIL. 
I COME BACK TO THE POINT OF MOTION, THAT I MAY SHOW HOW SLIPPERY YOU ARE AT EVERY STEP. MOTION IN MATTER WAS DISORDERED, AND CONFUSED, AND TURBULENT. THIS IS WHY YOU APPLY TO IT THE COMPARISON OF A BOILER OF HOT WATER SURGING OVER. NOW HOW IS IT, THAT IN ANOTHER PASSAGE ANOTHER SORT OF MOTION IS AFFIRMED BY YOU? FOR WHEN YOU WANT TO REPRESENT MATTER AS NEITHER GOOD NOR EVIL, YOU SAY: "MATTER, WHICH IS THE SUBSTRATUM (OF CREATION) POSSESSING AS IT DOES MOTION IN AN EQUABLE IMPULSE, TENDS IN NO VERY GREAT DEGREE EITHER TO GOOD OR TO EVIL." NOW IF IT HAD THIS EQUABLE IMPULSE, IT COULD NOT BE TURBULENT, NOR BE LIKE THE BOILING WATER OF THE CALDRON; IT WOULD RATHER BE EVEN AND REGULAR, OSCILLATING INDEED OF ITS OWN ACCORD BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL, BUT YET NOT PRONE OR TENDING TO EITHER SIDE. IT WOULD SWING, AS THE PHRASE IS, IN A JUST AND EXACT BALANCE. NOW THIS IS NOT UNREST; THIS IS NOT TURBULENCE OR INCONSTANCY;" BUT RATHER THE REGULARITY, AND EVENNESS, AND EXACTITUDE OF A MOTION, INCLINING TO NEITHER SIDE. IF IT OSCILLATED THIS WAY AND THAT WAY, AND INCLINED RATHER TO ONE PARTICULAR SIDE, IT WOULD PLAINLY IN THAT CASE MERIT THE REPROACH OF UNEVENNESS, AND INEQUALITY, AND TURBULENCE. MOREOVER, ALTHOUGH THE MOTION OF MATTER WAS NOT PRONE EITHER TO GOOD OR TO EVIL, IT WOULD STILL, OF COURSE, OSCILLATE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL; SO THAT FROM THIS CIRCUMSTANCE TOO IT IS OBVIOUS THAT MATTER IS CONTAINED WITHIN CERTAIN LIMITS, BECAUSE ITS MOTION, WHILE PRONE TO NEITHER GOOD NOR EVIL, SINCE IT HAD NO NATURAL BENT EITHER WAY, OSCILLATED FROM EITHER BETWEEN BOTH, AND THEREFORE WAS CONTAINED WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE TWO. BUT YOU, IN FACT, PLACE BOTH GOOD AND EVIL IN A LOCAL HABITATION, WHEN YOU ASSERT THAT MOTION IN MATTER INCLINED TO NEITHER OF THEM. FOR MATTER WHICH WAS LOCAL, WHEN INCLINING NEITHER HITHER NOR THITHER, INCLINED NOT TO THE PLACES IN WHICH GOOD AND EVIL WERE. BUT WHEN YOU ASSIGN LOCALITY TO GOOD AND EVIL, YOU MAKE THEM CORPOREAL BY MAKING THEM LOCAL, SINCE THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE LOCAL SPACE MUST NEEDS FIRST HAVE BODILY SUBSTANCE. IN FACT, INCORPOREAL THINGS COULD NOT HAVE ANY LOCALITY OF THEIR OWN EXCEPT IN A BODY, WHEN THEY HAVE ACCESS TO A BODY. BUT WHEN MATTER INCLINED NOT TO GOOD AND EVIL, IT WAS AS CORPOREAL OR LOCAL ESSENCES THAT IT DID NOT INCLINE TO THEM. YOU ERR, THEREFORE, WHEN YOU WILL HAVE IT THAT GOOD AND EVIL ARE SUBSTANCES. FOR YOU MAKE SUBSTANCES OF THE THINGS TO WHICH YOU ASSIGN LOCALITY; BUT YOU ASSIGN LOCALITY WHEN YOU KEEP MOTION IN MATTER POISED EQUALLY DISTANT FROM BOTH SIDES. 
CHAP. XLII.--FURTHER EXPOSURE OF INCONSISTENCIES IN THE OPINIONS OF HERMOGENES RESPECTING THE DIVINE QUALITIES OF MATTER. 
YOU HAVE THROWN OUT ALL YOUR VIEWS LOOSELY AND AT RANDOM, IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT NOT BE APPARENT, BY TOO CLOSE A PROXIMITY, HOW CONTRARY THEY ARE TO ONE ANOTHER. I, HOWEVER, MEAN TO GATHER THEM TOGETHER AND COMPARE THEM. YOU ALLEGE THAT MOTION IN MATTER IS WITHOUT REGULARITY, AND YOU GO ON TO SAY THAT MATTER AIMS AT A SHAPELESS CONDITION, AND I THEN, IN ANOTHER PASSAGE, THAT IT DESIRES TO BE SET IN ORDER BY GOD. DOES THAT, THEN, WHICH AFFECTS TO BE WITHOUT FORM, WANT TO BE PUT INTO SHAPE? OR DOES THAT WHICH WANTS TO BE PUT INTO SHAPE, AFFECT TO BE WITHOUT FORM? YOU ARE UNWILLING THAT GOD SHOULD SEEM TO BE EQUAL TO MATTER; AND THEN AGAIN YOU SAY THAT IT HAS A COMMON CONDITION WITH GOD. "FOR [T IS IMPOSSIBLE," YOU SAY, "IF IT HAS NOTHING IN COMMON WITH GOD, THAT IT CAN BE SET IN ORDER BY HIM." BUT IF IT HAD ANYTHING IN COMMON WITH GOD, IT DID NOT WANT TO BE SET IN ORDER FOR BEING, FORSOOTH, A PART OF THE DEITY THROUGH A COMMUNITY OF CONDITION; OR ELSE EVEN GOD WAS SUSCEPTIBLE OF BEING SET IN ORDER BY MATTER, BY HIS HAVING HIMSELF SOMETHING IN COMMON WITH IT. AND NOW YOU HEREIN SUBJECT GOD TO NECESSITY, SINCE THERE WAS IN MATTER SOMETHING ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH HE GAVE IT FORM. YOU MAKE IT, HOWEVER, A COMMON ATTRIBUTE OF BOTH OF THEM, THAT THEY SET THEMSELVES IN MOTION BY THEMSELVES, AND THAT THEY ARE EVER IN MOTION. WHAT LESS DO YOU ASCRIBE TO MATTER THAN TO GOD? THERE WILL BE FOUND ALL THROUGH A FELLOWSHIP OF DIVINITY IN THIS FREEDOM AND PERPETUITY OF MOTION. ONLY IN GOD MOTION IS REGULAR, IN MATTER IRREGULAR. IN BOTH, HOWEVER, THERE IS EQUALLY THE ATTRIBUTE OF DEITY--BOTH ALIKE HAVING FREE AND ETERNAL MOTION. AT THE SAME TIME, YOU ASSIGN MORE TO MATTER, TO WHICH BELONGED THE PRIVILEGE OF THUS MOVING ITSELF IN A WAY NOT ALLOWED TO GOD. 
CHAP. XLIII.--OTHER DISCREPANCIES EXPOSED AND REFUTED RESPECTING THE EVIL IN MATTER BEING CHANGED TO GOOD. 
ON THE SUBJECT OF MOTION, I WOULD MAKE THIS FURTHER REMARK. FOLLOWING THE SIMILE OF THE BOILING CALDRON, YOU SAY THAT MOTION IN MATTER, BEFORE IT WAS REGULATED, WAS CONFUSED, RESTLESS, INCOMPREHENSIBLE BY REASON OF EXCESS IN THE COMMOTION. THEN AGAIN YOU GO ON TO SAY, "BUT IT WAITED FOR THE REGULATION OF GOD, AND KEPT ITS IRREGULAR MOTION INCOMPREHENSIBLE, OWING TO THE TARDINESS OF ITS IRREGULAR MOTION." JUST BEFORE YOU ASCRIBE COMMOTION, HERE TARDINESS, TO MOTION. NOW OBSERVE HOW MANY SLIPS YOU MAKE RESPECTING THE NATURE OF MATTER. IN A FORMER PASSAGE YOU SAY, "IF MATTER WERE NATURALLY EVIL, IT WOULD NOT HAVE ADMITTED OF A CHANGE FOR THE BETTER; NOR WOULD GOD HAVE EVER APPLIED TO IT ANY ATTEMPT AT ARRANGEMENT, FOR HIS LABOUR WOULD HAVE BEEN IN VAIN." YOU THEREFORE CONCLUDED YOUR TWO OPINIONS, THAT MATTER WAS NOT BY NATURE EVIL, AND THAT ITS NATURE WAS INCAPABLE OF BEING CHANGED BY GOD; AND THEN, FORGETTING THEM, YOU AFTERWARDS DREW THIS INFERENCE: "BUT WHEN IT RECEIVED ADJUSTMENT FROM GOD, AND WAS REDUCED TO ORDER, IT RELINQUISHED ITS NATURE." NOW, INASMUCH AS IT WAS TRANSFORMED TO GOOD, IT WAS OF COURSE TRANSFORMED FROM EVIL; AND IF BY GOD'S SETTING IT IN ORDER IT RELINQUISHED THE NATURE OF EVIL, IT FOLLOWS THAT ITS NATURE CAME TO AN END; NOW ITS NATURE WAS EVIL BEFORE THE ADJUSTMENT, BUT AFTER THE TRANSFORMATION IT MIGHT HAVE RELINQUISHED THAT NATURE. 
CHAP. XLIV.--CURIOUS VIEWS RESPECTING GOD'S METHOD OF WORKING WITH MATTER EXPOSED. DISCREPANCIES IN THE HERETIC'S OPINION ABOUT GOD'S LOCAL RELATION TO MATTER. 
BUT IT REMAINS THAT I SHOULD SHOW ALSO HOW YOU MAKE GOD WORK. YOU ARE PLAINLY ENOUGH AT VARIANCE WITH THE PHILOSOPHERS; BUT NEITHER ARE YOU IN ACCORD WITH THE PROPHETS. THE STOICS MAINTAIN THAT GOD PERVADED MATTER, JUST AS HONEY THE HONEYCOMB. YOU, HOWEVER, AFFIRM THAT IT IS NOT BY PERVADING MATTER THAT GOD MAKES THE WORLD, BUT SIMPLY BY APPEARING, AND APPROACHING IT, JUST AS BEAUTY AFFECTS A THING BY SIMPLY APPEARING, AND A LOADSTONE BY APPROACHING IT. NOW WHAT SIMILARITY IS THERE IN GOD FORMING THE WORLD, AND BEAUTY WOUNDING A SOUL, OR A MAGNET ATTRACTING IRON? FOR EVEN IF GOD APPEARED TO MATTER, HE YET DID NOT WOUND IT, AS BEAUTY DOES THE SOUL; IF, AGAIN, HE APPROACHED IT, HE YET DID NOT COHERE TO IT, AS THE MAGNET DOES TO THE IRON. SUPPOSE, HOWEVER, THAT YOUR EXAMPLES ARE SUITABLE ONES. THEN, OF COURSE, IT WAS BY APPEARING AND APPROACHING TO MATTER THAT GOD MADE THE WORLD, AND HE MADE IT WHEN HE APPEARED AND WHEN HE APPROACHED TO IT. THEREFORE, SINCE HE HAD NOT MADE IT BEFORE THEN? HE HAD NEITHER APPEARED NOR APPROACHED TO IT. NOW, BY WHOM CAN IT BE BELIEVED THAT GOD HAD NOT APPEARED TO MATTER--OF THE SAME NATURE AS IT EVEN WAS OWING TO ITS ETERNITY? OR THAT HE HAD BEEN AT A DISTANCE FROM IT--EVEN HE WHOM WE BELIEVE TO BE EXISTENT EVERYWHERE, AND EVERYWHERE APPARENT; WHOSE PRAISES ALL THINGS CHANT, EVEN INANIMATE THINGS AND THINGS INCORPOREAL, ACCORDING TO (THE PROPHET) DANIEL? HOW IMMENSE THE PLACE, WHERE GOD KEPT HIMSELF SO FAR ALOOF FROM MATTER AS TO HAVE NEITHER APPEARED NOR APPROACHED TO IT BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD! I SUPPOSE HE JOURNEYED TO IT FROM A LONG DISTANCE, AS SOON AS HE WASHED TO APPEAR AND APPROACH TO IT. 
CHAP. XLV.--CONCLUSION. CONTRAST BETWEEN THE STATEMENTS OF HERMOGENES AND THE TESTIMONY OF HOLY SCRIPTURE RESPECTING THE CREATION, CREATION OUT OF NOTHING, NOT OUT OF MATTER. 
BUT IT IS NOT THUS THAT THE PROPHETS AND THE APOSTLES HAVE TOLD US THAT THE WORLD WAS MADE BY GOD MERELY APPEARING AND APPROACHING MATTER. THEY DID NOT EVEN MENTION ANY MATTER, BUT (SAID) THAT WISDOM WAS FIRST SET UP, THE BEGINNING OF HIS WAYS, FOR HIS WORKS. THEN THAT THE WORD WAS PRODUCED, "THROUGH WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, AND WITHOUT WHOM NOTHING WAS MADE." INDEED, "BY THE WORD OF THE LORD WERE THE HEAVENS MADE, AND ALL THEIR HOSTS BY THE BREATH OF HIS MOUTH." HE IS THE LORD'S RIGHT HAND, INDEED HIS TWO BANDS, BY WHICH HE WORKED AND CONSTRUCTED THE UNIVERSE. " FOR," SAYS HE, "THE HEAVENS ARE THE WORKS OF THINE HANDS," WHEREWITH "HE HATH METED OUT THE HEAVEN, AND THE EARTH WITH A SPAN." DO NOT BE WILLING SO TO COVER GOD WITH FLATTERY, AS TO CONTEND THAT HE PRODUCED BY HIS MERE APPEARANCE AND SIMPLE APPROACH SO MANY VAST SUBSTANCES, INSTEAD OF RATHER FORMING THEM BY HIS OWN ENERGIES. FOR THIS IS PROVED BY JEREMIAH WHEN HE SAYS, "GOD HATH MADE THE EARTH BY HIS POWER, HE HATH ESTABLISHED THE WORLD BY HIS WISDOM, AND HATH STRETCHED OUT THE HEAVEN BY HIS UNDERSTANDING." THESE ARE THE ENERGIES BY THE STRESS OF WHICH HE MADE THIS UNIVERSE. HIS GLORY IS GREATER IF HE LABOURED. AT LENGTH ON THE SEVENTH DAY HE RESTED FROM HIS WORKS. BOTH ONE AND THE OTHER WERE AFTER HIS MANNER. IF, ON THE CONTRARY, HE MADE THIS WORLD SIMPLY BY APPEARING AND APPROACHING IT, DID HE, ON THE COMPLETION OF HIS WORK, CEASE TO APPEAR AND APPROACH IT ANY MORE. NAY RATHER, GOD BEGAN TO APPEAR MORE CONSPICUOUSLY AND TO BE EVERYWHERE ACCESSIBLE FROM THE TIME WHEN THE WORLD WAS MADE. YOU SEE, THEREFORE, HOW ALL THINGS CONSIST BY THE OPERATION OF THAT GOD WHO "MADE THE EARTH BY HIS POWER, WHO ESTABLISHED THE WORLD BY HIS WISDOM, AND STRETCHED OUT THE HEAVEN BY HIS UNDERSTANDING;" NOT APPEARING MERELY, NOR APPROACHING, BUT APPLYING THE ALMIGHTY EFFORTS OF HIS MIND, HIS WISDOM, HIS POWER, HIS UNDERSTANDING, HIS WORD, HIS SPIRIT, HIS MIGHT. NOW THESE THINGS WERE NOT NECESSARY TO HIM, IF HE HAD BEEN PERFECT BY SIMPLY APPEARING AND APPROACHING. THEY ARE, HOWEVER, HIS "INVISIBLE THINGS," WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE, "ARE FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD CLEARLY SEEN BY THE THINGS THAT ARE MADE; THEY ARE NO PARTS OF A NONDESCRIPT MATTER, BUT THEY ARE THE SENSIBLE EVIDENCES OF HIMSELF. "FOR WHO HATH KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD," OF WHICH (THE APOSTLE) EXCLAIMS: "O THE DEPTH OF THE RICHES BOTH OF HIS WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE! HOW UNSEARCHABLE ARE HIS JUDGMENTS, AND HIS WAYS PAST FINDING OUT! " NOW WHAT CLEARER TRUTH DO THESE WORDS INDICATE, THAN THAT ALL THINGS WERE MADE OUT OF NOTHING? THEY ARE INCAPABLE OF BEING FOUND OUT OR INVESTIGATED, EXCEPT BY GOD ALONE. OTHERWISE, IF THEY WERE TRACEABLE OR DISCOVERABLE IN MATTER, THEY WOULD BE CAPABLE OF INVESTIGATION. THEREFORE, IN AS FAR AS IT HAS BECOME EVIDENT THAT MATTER HAD NO PRIOR EXISTENCE (EVEN FROM THIS CIRCUMSTANCE, THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR IT TO HAVE HAD SUCH AN EXISTENCE AS IS ASSIGNED TO IT), IN SO FAR IS IT PROVED THAT ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY GOD OUT OF NOTHING. IT MUST BE ADMITTED, HOWEVER, THAT HERMOGENES, BY DESCRIBING FOR MATTER A CONDITION LIKE HIS OWN--IRREGULAR, CONFUSED, TURBULENT, OF A DOUBTFUL AND PRECIPATE AND FERVID IMPULSE--HAS DISPLAYED A SPECIMEN OF HIS OWN ART, AND PAINTED HIS OWN PORTRAIT. 
TERTULLIAN: AGAINST PRAXEAS
TERTULLIAN: AGAINST PRAXEAS
IN WHICH HE DEFENDS, IN ALL ESSENTIAL POINTS, THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY TRINITY
CHAPTER 1 -- SATAN'S WILES AGAINST THE TRUTH. HOW THEY TAKE THE FORM OF THE PRAXEAN HERESY. ACCOUNT OF THE PUBLICATION OF THIS HERESY. 
IN VARIOUS WAYS HAS THE DEVIL RIVALLED AND RESISTED THE TRUTH. SOMETIMES HIS AIM HAS BEEN TO DESTROY THE TRUTH BY DEFENDING IT. HE MAINTAINS THAT THERE IS ONE ONLY LORD, THE ALMIGHTY CREATOR OF THE WORLD, IN ORDER THAT OUT OF THIS DOCTRINE OF THE UNITY HE MAY FABRICATE A HERESY. HE SAYS THAT THE FATHER HIMSELF CAME DOWN INTO THE VIRGIN, WAS HIMSELF BORN OF HER, HIMSELF SUFFERED, INDEED WAS HIMSELF JESUS CHRIST. HERE THE OLD SERPENT HAS FALLEN OUT WITH HIMSELF, SINCE, WHEN HE TEMPTED CHRIST AFTER JOHN'S BAPTISM, HE APPROACHED HIM AS "THE SON OF GOD;" SURELY INTIMATING THAT GOD HAD A SON, EVEN ON THE TESTIMONY OF THE VERY SCRIPTURES, OUT OF WHICH HE WAS AT THE MOMENT FORGING HIS TEMPTATION: "IF YOU ARE THE SON OF GOD, COMMAND THAT THESE STONES BE MADE BREAD." AGAIN: "IF YOU ARE THE SON OF GOD, CAST YOURSELF DOWN FROM HERE; FOR IT IS WRITTEN, HE SHALL GIVE HIS ANGELS CHARGE CONCERNING YOU" -- REFERRING NO DOUBT, TO THE FATHER -- "AND IN THEIR HANDS THEY SHALL BEAR YOU UP, THAT YOU NOT HURT YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE." OR PERHAPS, AFTER ALL, HE WAS ONLY REPROACHING THE GOSPELS WITH A LIE, SAYING IN FACT: "AWAY WITH MATTHEW; AWAY WITH LUKE! WHY HEED, THEIR WORDS? IN SPITE OF THEM, I DECLARE THAT IT WAS GOD HIMSELF THAT I APPROACHED; IT WAS THE ALMIGHTY HIMSELF THAT I TEMPTED FACE TO FACE; AND IT WAS FOR NO OTHER PURPOSE THAN TO TEMPT HIM THAT I APPROACHED HIM. IF, ON THE CONTRARY, IT HAD BEEN ONLY THE SON OF GOD, MOST LIKELY I SHOULD NEVER HAVE CONDESCENDED TO DEAL WITH HIM." HOWEVER, HE IS HIMSELF A LIAR FROM THE BEGINNING, AND WHATEVER MAN HE INSTIGATES IN HIS OWN WAY; AS, FOR INSTANCE, PRAXEAS. FOR HE WAS THE FIRST TO IMPORT INTO ROME FROM ASIA THIS KIND OF HERETICAL PRAVITY, A MAN IN OTHER RESPECTS OF RESTLESS DISPOSITION, AND ABOVE ALL INFLATED WITH THE PRIDE OF CONFESSORSHIP SIMPLY AND SOLELY BECAUSE HE HAD TO BEAR FOR A SHORT TIME THE ANNOYANCE OF A PRISON; ON WHICH OCCASION, EVEN "IF HE HAD GIVEN HIS BODY TO BE BURNED, IT WOULD HAVE PROFITED HIM NOTHING," NOT HAVING THE LOVE OF GOD, WHOSE VERY GIFTS HE HAS RESISTED AND DESTROYED. FOR AFTER THE BISHOP OF ROME HAD ACKNOWLEDGED THE PROPHETIC GIFTS OF MONTANUS, PRISCA, AND MAXIMILLA, AND, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT, HAD BESTOWED HIS PEACE ON THE CHURCHES OF ASIA AND PHRYGIA, HE, BY IMPORTUNATELY URGING FALSE ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE PROPHETS THEMSELVES AND THEIR CHURCHES, AND INSISTING ON THE AUTHORITY OF THE BISHOP'S PREDECESSORS IN THE SEE, COMPELLED HIM TO RECALL THE PACIFIC LETTER WHICH HE HAD ISSUED, AS WELL AS TO DESIST FROM HIS PURPOSE OF ACKNOWLEDGING THE SAID GIFTS. BY THIS PRAXEAS DID A TWOFOLD SERVICE FOR THE DEVIL AT ROME: HE DROVE AWAY PROPHECY, AND HE BROUGHT IN HERESY; HE PUT TO FLIGHT THE PARACLETE, AND HE CRUCIFIED THE FATHER. PRAXEAS' TARES HAD BEEN MOREOVER SOWN, AND HAD PRODUCED THEIR FRUIT HERE ALSO, WHILE MANY WERE ASLEEP IN THEIR SIMPLICITY OF DOCTRINE; BUT THESE TARES ACTUALLY SEEMED TO HAVE BEEN PLUCKED UP, HAVING BEEN DISCOVERED AND EXPOSED BY HIM WHOSE AGENCY GOD WAS PLEASED TO EMPLOY. INDEED, PRAXEAS HAD DELIBERATELY RESUMED HIS OLD (TRUE) FAITH, TEACHING IT AFTER HIS RENUNCIATION OF ERROR; AND THERE IS HIS OWN HANDWRITING IN EVIDENCE REMAINING AMONG THE CARNALLY-MINDED, IN WHOSE SOCIETY THE TRANSACTION THEN TOOK PLACE; AFTERWARDS NOTHING WAS HEARD OF HIM. WE INDEED, ON OUR PART, SUBSEQUENTLY WITHDREW FROM THE CARNALLY-MINDED ON OUR ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PARACLETE. BUT THE TARES OF PRAXEAS HAD THEN EVERYWHERE SHAKEN OUT THEIR SEED, WHICH HAVING LAIN HID FOR SOME WHILE, WITH ITS VITALITY CONCEALED UNDER A MASK, HAS NOW BROKEN OUT WITH FRESH LIFE. BUT AGAIN, SHALL IT BE ROOTED UP, IF THE LORD WILL, EVEN NOW; BUT IF NOT NOW, IN THE DAY WHEN ALL BUNDLES OF TARES SHALL BE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND ALONG WITH EVERY OTHER STUMBLING-BLOCK SHALL BE BURNT UP WITH UNQUENCHABLE FIRE. 
CHAPTER 2 -- THE CATHOLIC DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY AND UNITY, SOMETIMES CALLED THE DIVINE ECONOMY, OR DISPENSATION OF THE PERSONAL RELATIONS OF THE GODHEAD. 
IN THE COURSE OF TIME, THEN, THE FATHER FORSOOTH WAS BORN, AND THE FATHER SUFFERED, GOD HIMSELF, THE LORD ALMIGHTY, WHOM IN THEIR PREACHING THEY DECLARE TO BE JESUS CHRIST. WE, HOWEVER, AS WE INDEED ALWAYS HAVE DONE AND MORE ESPECIALLY SINCE WE HAVE BEEN BETTER INSTRUCTED BY THE PARACLETE, WHO LEADS MEN INDEED INTO ALL TRUTH), BELIEVE THAT THERE IS ONE ONLY GOD, BUT UNDER THE FOLLOWING DISPENSATION, OR OIKONOMIA, AS IT IS CALLED, THAT THIS ONE ONLY GOD HAS ALSO A SON, HIS WORD, WHO PROCEEDED FROM HIMSELF, BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, AND WITHOUT WHOM NOTHING WAS MADE. HIM WE BELIEVE TO HAVE BEEN SENT BY THE FATHER INTO THE VIRGIN, AND TO HAVE BEEN BORN OF HER -- BEING BOTH MAN AND GOD, THE SON OF MAN AND THE SON OF GOD, AND TO HAVE BEEN CALLED BY THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST; WE BELIEVE HIM TO HAVE SUFFERED, DIED, AND BEEN BURIED, ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES, AND, AFTER HE HAD BEEN RAISED AGAIN BY THE FATHER AND TAKEN BACK TO HEAVEN, TO BE SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER, AND THAT HE WILL COME TO JUDGE THE QUICK AND THE DEAD; WHO SENT ALSO FROM HEAVEN FROM THE FATHER, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN PROMISE, THE HOLY GHOST, THE PARACLETE, THE SANCTIFIER OF THE FAITH OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN THE FATHER, AND IN THE SON, AND IN THE HOLY GHOST. THAT THIS RULE OF FAITH HAS COME DOWN TO US FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL, EVEN BEFORE ANY OF THE OLDER HERETICS, MUCH MORE BEFORE PRAXEAS, A PRETENDER OF YESTERDAY, WILL BE APPARENT BOTH FROM THE LATENESS OF DATE WHICH MARKS ALL HERESIES, AND ALSO FROM THE ABSOLUTELY NOVEL CHARACTER OF OUR NEW-FANGLED PRAXEAS. IN THIS PRINCIPLE ALSO, WE MUST HENCEFORTH FIND A PRESUMPTION OF EQUAL FORCE AGAINST ALL HERESIES WHATSOEVER -- THAT WHATEVER IS FIRST IS TRUE, WHEREAS THAT IS SPURIOUS WHICH IS LATER IN DATE. BUT KEEPING THIS PRESCRIPTIVE RULE INVIOLATE, STILL SOME OPPORTUNITY MUST BE GIVEN FOR REVIEWING (THE STATEMENTS OF HERETICS), WITH A VIEW TO THE INSTRUCTION AND PROTECTION OF DIVERS PERSONS; WERE IT ONLY THAT IT MAY NOT SEEM THAT EACH PERVERSION OF THE TRUTH IS CONDEMNED WITHOUT EXAMINATION, AND SIMPLY PREJUDGED; ESPECIALLY IN THE CASE OF THIS HERESY, WHICH SUPPOSES ITSELF TO POSSESS THE PURE TRUTH, IN THINKING THAT ONE CANNOT BELIEVE IN ONE ONLY GOD IN ANY OTHER WAY THAN BY SAYING THAT THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE HOLY GHOST ARE THE VERY SELFSAME PERSON. AS IF IN THIS WAY ALSO ONE WERE NOT ALL, IN THAT ALL ARE OF ONE, BY UNITY (THAT IS) OF SUBSTANCE; WHILE THE MYSTERY OF THE DISPENSATION IS STILL GUARDED, WHICH DISTRIBUTES THE UNITY INTO A TRINITY, PLACING IN THEIR ORDER THE THREE PERSONS -- THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE HOLY GHOST: THREE, HOWEVER, NOT IN CONDITION, BUT IN DEGREE; NOT IN SUBSTANCE, BUT IN FORM; NOT IN POWER, BUT IN ASPECT; YET OF ONE SUBSTANCE, AND OF ONE CONDITION, AND OF ONE POWER, INASMUCH AS HE IS ONE GOD, FROM WHOM THESE DEGREES AND FORMS AND ASPECTS ARE RECKONED, UNDER THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY GHOST. HOW THEY ARE SUSCEPTIBLE OF NUMBER WITHOUT DIVISION, WILL BE SHOWN AS OUR TREATISE PROCEEDS. 
CHAPTER 3 -- SUNDRY POPULAR FEARS AND PREJUDICES. THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY IN UNITY RESCUED FROM THESE MISAPPREHENSIONS. 
THE SIMPLE, INDEED, (I WILL NOT CALL THEM UNWISE AND UNLEARNED,) WHO ALWAYS CONSTITUTE THE MAJORITY OF BELIEVERS, ARE STARTLED AT THE DISPENSATION (OF THE THREE IN ONE), ON THE GROUND THAT THEIR VERY RULE OF FAITH WITHDRAWS THEM FROM THE WORLD'S PLURALITY OF GODS TO THE ONE ONLY TRUE GOD; NOT UNDERSTANDING THAT, ALTHOUGH HE IS THE ONE ONLY GOD, HE MUST YET BE BELIEVED IN WITH HIS OWN OIKONOMIA. THE NUMERICAL ORDER AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE TRINITY THEY ASSUME TO BE A DIVISION OF THE UNITY; WHEREAS THE UNITY WHICH DERIVES THE TRINITY OUT OF ITS OWN SELF IS SO FAR FROM BEING DESTROYED, THAT IT IS ACTUALLY SUPPORTED BY IT. THEY ARE CONSTANTLY THROWING OUT AGAINST US THAT WE ARE PREACHERS OF TWO GODS AND THREE GODS, WHILE THEY TAKE TO THEMSELVES PRE-EMINENTLY THE CREDIT OF BEING WORSHIPPERS OF THE ONE GOD; JUST AS IF THE UNITY ITSELF WITH IRRATIONAL DEDUCTIONS DID NOT PRODUCE HERESY, AND THE TRINITY RATIONALLY CONSIDERED CONSTITUTE THE TRUTH. WE, SAY THEY, MAINTAIN THE MONARCHY (OR, SOLE GOVERNMENT OF GOD). AND SO, AS FAR AS THE SOUND GOES, DO EVEN LATINS (AND IGNORANT ONES TOO) PRONOUNCE THE WORD M SUCH A WAY THAT YOU WOULD SUPPOSE THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF THE MONARKIA (OR MONARCHY) WAS AS COMPLETE AS THEIR PRONUNCIATION OF THE TERM. WELL, THEN LATINS TAKE PAINS TO PRONOUNCE THE MONARKIA (OR MONARCHY), WHILE GREEKS ACTUALLY REFUSE TO UNDERSTAND THE OIKONOMIA, OR DISPENSATION (OF THE THREE IN ONE). AS FOR MYSELF, HOWEVER, IF I HAVE GLEANED ANY KNOWLEDGE OF EITHER LANGUAGE, I AM SURE THAT MONARKIA (OR MONARCHY) HAS NO OTHER MEANING THAN SINGLE AND INDIVIDUAL RULE; BUT FOR ALL THAT, THIS MONARCHY DOES NOT, BECAUSE IT IS THE GOVERNMENT OF ONE, PRECLUDE HIM WHOSE GOVERNMENT IT IS, EITHER FROM HAVING A SON, OR FROM HAVING MADE HIMSELF ACTUALLY A SON TO HIMSELF, OR FROM MINISTERING HIS OWN MONARCHY BY WHATEVER AGENTS HE WILL. NAY MORE, I CONTEND THAT NO DOMINION SO BELONGS TO ONE ONLY, AS HIS OWN, OR IS IN SUCH A SENSE SINGULAR, OR IS IN SUCH A SENSE A MONARCHY, AS NOT ALSO TO BE ADMINISTERED THROUGH OTHER PERSONS MOST CLOSELY CONNECTED WITH IT, AND WHOM IT HAS ITSELF PROVIDED AS OFFICIALS TO ITSELF. IF, MOREOVER, THERE BE A SON BELONGING TO HIM WHOSE MONARCHY IT IS, IT DOES NOT FORTHWITH BECOME DIVIDED AND CEASE TO BE A MONARCHY, IF THE SON ALSO BE TAKEN AS A SHARER IN IT; BUT IT IS AS TO ITS ORIGIN EQUALLY HIS, BY WHOM IT IS COMMUNICATED TO THE SON; AND BEING HIS, IT IS QUITE AS MUCH A MONARCHY (OR SOLE EMPIRE), SINCE IT IS HELD TOGETHER BY TWO WHO ARE SO INSEPARABLE. THEREFORE, INASMUCH AS THE DIVINE MONARCHY ALSO IS ADMINISTERED BY SO MANY LEGIONS AND HOSTS OF ANGELS, ACCORDING AS IT IS WRITTEN, "THOUSAND THOUSANDS MINISTERED TO HIM, AND TEN THOUSAND TIMES TEN THOUSAND STOOD BEFORE HIM;" AND SINCE IT HAS NOT FROM THIS CIRCUMSTANCE CEASED TO BE THE RULE OF ONE (SO AS NO LONGER TO BE A MONARCHY), BECAUSE IT IS ADMINISTERED BY SO MANY THOUSANDS OF POWERS; HOW COMES IT TO PASS THAT GOD SHOULD BE THOUGHT TO SUFFER DIVISION AND SEVERANCE IN THE SON AND IN THE HOLY GHOST, WHO HAVE THE SECOND AND THE THIRD PLACES ASSIGNED TO THEM, AND WHO ARE SO CLOSELY JOINED WITH THE FATHER IN HIS SUBSTANCE, WHEN HE SUFFERS NO SUCH (DIVISION AND SEVERANCE) IN THE MULTITUDE OF SO MANY ANGELS? DO YOU REALLY SUPPOSE THAT THOSE, WHO ARE NATURALLY MEMBERS OF THE FATHER'S OWN SUBSTANCE, PLEDGES OF HIS LOVE, INSTRUMENTS OF HIS MIGHT, NAY, HIS POWER ITSELF AND THE ENTIRE SYSTEM OF HIS MONARCHY, ARE THE OVERTHROW AND DESTRUCTION THEREOF? YOU ARE NOT RIGHT IN SO THINKING. I PREFER YOUR EXERCISING YOURSELF ON THE MEANING OF THE THING RATHER THAN ON THE SOUND OF THE WORD. NOW YOU MUST UNDERSTAND THE OVERTHROW OF A MONARCHY TO BE THIS, WHEN ANOTHER DOMINION, WHICH HAS A FRAMEWORK AND A STATE PECULIAR TO ITSELF (AND IS THEREFORE A RIVAL), IS BROUGHT IN OVER AND ABOVE IT: WHEN, E.G., SOME OTHER GOD IS INTRODUCED IN OPPOSITION TO THE CREATOR, AS IN THE OPINIONS OF MARCION; OR WHEN MANY GODS ARE INTRODUCED, ACCORDING TO YOUR VALENTINUSES AND YOUR PRODICUSES. THEN IT AMOUNTS TO AN OVERTHROW OF THE MONARCHY, SINCE IT INVOLVES THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CREATOR. 
CHAPTER 4 -- THE UNITY OF THE GODHEAD AND THE SUPREMACY AND SOLE GOVERNMENT OF THE DIVINE BEING. THE MONARCHY NOT AT ALL IMPAIRED BY THE CATHOLIC DOCTRINE. 
BUT AS FOR ME, WHO DERIVE THE SON FROM NO OTHER SOURCE BUT FROM THE SUBSTANCE OF THE FATHER, AND (REPRESENT HIM) AS DOING NOTHING WITHOUT THE FATHER'S WILL, AND AS HAVING RECEIVED ALL POWER FROM THE FATHER, HOW CAN I BE POSSIBLY DESTROYING THE MONARCHY FROM THE FAITH, WHEN I PRESERVE IT IN THE SON JUST AS IT WAS COMMITTED TO HIM BY THE FATHER? THE SAME REMARK (I WISH ALSO TO BE FORMALLY) MADE BY ME WITH RESPECT TO THE THIRD DEGREE IN THE GODHEAD, BECAUSE I BELIEVE THE SPIRIT TO PROCEED FROM NO OTHER SOURCE THAN FROM THE FATHER THROUGH THE SON. LOOK TO IT THEN, THAT IT BE NOT YOU RATHER WHO ARE DESTROYING THE MONARCHY, WHEN YOU OVERTHROW THE ARRANGEMENT AND DISPENSATION OF IT, WHICH HAS BEEN CONSTITUTED IN JUST AS MANY NAMES AS IT HAS PLEASED GOD TO EMPLOY. BUT IT REMAINS SO FIRM AND STABLE IN ITS OWN STATE, NOTWITHSTANDING THE INTRODUCTION INTO IT OF THE TRINITY, THAT THE SON ACTUALLY HAS TO RESTORE IT ENTIRE TO THE FATHER; EVEN AS THE APOSTLE SAYS IN HIS EPISTLE, CONCERNING THE VERY END OF ALL: "WHEN HE SHALL HAVE DELIVERED UP THE KINGDOM TO GOD, EVEN THE FATHER; FOR HE MUST REIGN TILL HE HAS PUT ALL ENEMIES UNDER HIS FEET;" FOLLOWING OF COURSE THE WORDS OF THE PSALM: "SIT YOU ON MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES YOUR FOOTSTOOL." "WHEN, HOWEVER, ALL THINGS SHALL BE SUBDUED TO HIM, (WITH THE EXCEPTION OF HIM WHO DID PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIM,) THEN SHALL THE SON ALSO HIMSELF BE SUBJECT TO HIM WHO PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIM, THAT GOD MAY BE ALL IN ALL." WE THUS SEE THAT THE SON IS NO OBSTACLE TO THE MONARCHY, ALTHOUGH IT IS NOW ADMINISTERED BY THE SON; BECAUSE WITH THE SON IT IS STILL IN ITS OWN STATE, AND WITH ITS OWN STATE WILL BE RESTORED TO THE FATHER BY THE SON. NO ONE, THEREFORE, WILL IMPAIR IT, ON ACCOUNT OF ADMITTING THE SON (TO IT), SINCE IT IS CERTAIN THAT IT HAS BEEN COMMITTED TO HIM BY THE FATHER, AND BY AND BY HAS TO BE AGAIN DELIVERED UP BY HIM TO THE FATHER. NOW, FROM THIS ONE PASSAGE OF THE EPISTLE OF THE INSPIRED APOSTLE, WE HAVE BEEN ALREADY ABLE TO SHOW THAT THE FATHER AND THE SON ARE TWO SEPARATE PERSONS, NOT ONLY BY THE MENTION OF THEIR SEPARATE NAMES AS FATHER AND THE SON, BUT ALSO BY THE FACT THAT HE WHO DELIVERED UP THE KINGDOM, AND HE TO WHOM IT IS DELIVERED UP -- AND IN LIKE MANNER, HE WHO SUBJECTED (ALL THINGS), AND HE TO WHOM THEY WERE SUBJECTED -- MUST NECESSARILY BE TWO DIFFERENT BEINGS. 
CHAPTER 5 -- THE EVOLUTION OF THE SON OR WORD OF GOD FROM THE FATHER BY A DIVINE PROCESSION. ILLUSTRATED BY THE OPERATION OF THE HUMAN THOUGHT AND CONSCIOUSNESS. 
BUT SINCE THEY WILL HAVE THE TWO TO BE BUT ONE, SO THAT THE FATHER SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE THE SAME AS THE SON, IT IS ONLY RIGHT THAT THE WHOLE QUESTION RESPECTING THE SON SHOULD BE EXAMINED, AS TO WHETHER HE EXISTS, AND WHO HE IS AND THE MODE OF HIS EXISTENCE. THUS, SHALL THE TRUTH ITSELF SECURE ITS OWN SANCTION FROM THE SCRIPTURES, AND THE INTERPRETATIONS WHICH GUARD THEM. THERE ARE SOME WHO ALLEGE THAT EVEN GENESIS OPENS THUS IN HEBREW: "IN THE BEGINNING GOD MADE FOR HIMSELF A SON." AS THERE IS NO GROUND FOR THIS, I AM LED TO OTHER ARGUMENTS DERIVED FROM GOD'S OWN DISPENSATION, IN WHICH HE EXISTED BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, UP TO THE GENERATION OF THE SON. FOR BEFORE ALL THINGS GOD WAS ALONE -- BEING IN HIMSELF AND FOR HIMSELF UNIVERSE, AND SPACE, AND ALL THINGS. MOREOVER, HE WAS ALONE, BECAUSE THERE WAS NOTHING EXTERNAL TO HIM BUT HIMSELF. YET EVEN NOT THEN WAS HE ALONE; FOR HE HAD WITH HIM THAT WHICH HE POSSESSED IN HIMSELF, THAT IS TO SAY, HIS OWN REASON. FOR GOD IS RATIONAL, AND REASON WAS FIRST IN HIM; AND SO, ALL THINGS WERE FROM HIMSELF. THIS REASON IS HIS OWN THOUGHT (OR CONSCIOUSNESS) WHICH THE GREEKS CALL LOGOS, BY WHICH TERM WE ALSO DESIGNATE WORD OR DISCOURSE AND THEREFORE IT IS NOW USUAL WITH OUR PEOPLE, OWING TO THE MERE SIMPLE INTERPRETATION OF THE TERM, TO SAY THAT THE WORD WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD; ALTHOUGH IT WOULD BE MORE SUITABLE TO REGARD REASON AS THE MORE ANCIENT; BECAUSE GOD HAD NOT WORD FROM THE BEGINNING, BUT HE HAD REASON EVEN BEFORE THE BEGINNING; BECAUSE ALSO WORD ITSELF CONSISTS OF REASON, WHICH IT THUS PROVES TO HAVE BEEN THE PRIOR EXISTENCE AS BEING ITS OWN SUBSTANCE. NOT THAT THIS DISTINCTION IS OF ANY PRACTICAL MOMENT. FOR ALTHOUGH GOD HAD NOT YET SENT OUT HIS WORD, HE STILL HAD HIM WITHIN HIMSELF, BOTH IN COMPANY WITH AND INCLUDED WITHIN HIS VERY REASON, AS HE SILENTLY PLANNED AND ARRANGED WITHIN HIMSELF EVERYTHING WHICH HE WAS AFTERWARDS ABOUT TO UTTER THROUGH HIS WORD. NOW, WHILST HE WAS THUS PLANNING AND ARRANGING WITH HIS OWN REASON, HE WAS ACTUALLY CAUSING THAT TO BECOME WORD WHICH HE WAS DEALING WITH IN THE WAY OF WORD OR DISCOURSE. AND THAT YOU MAY THE MORE READILY UNDERSTAND THIS, CONSIDER FIRST OF ALL, FROM YOUR OWN SELF, WHO ARE MADE "IN THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD," FOR WHAT PURPOSE IT IS THAT YOU ALSO POSSESS REASON IN YOURSELF, WHO ARE A RATIONAL CREATURE, AS BEING NOT ONLY MADE BY A RATIONAL ARTIFICER, BUT ACTUALLY ANIMATED OUT OF HIS SUBSTANCE. OBSERVE, THEN, THAT WHEN YOU ARE SILENTLY CONVERSING WITH YOURSELF, THIS VERY PROCESS IS CARRIED ON WITHIN YOU BY YOUR REASON, WHICH MEETS YOU WITH A WORD AT EVERY MOVEMENT OF YOUR THOUGHT, AT EVERY IMPULSE OF YOUR CONCEPTION. WHATEVER YOU THINK, THERE IS A WORD; WHATEVER YOU CONCEIVE, THERE IS REASON. YOU MUST NEEDS SPEAK IT IN YOUR MIND; AND WHILE YOU ARE SPEAKING, YOU ADMIT SPEECH AS AN INTERLOCUTOR WITH YOU, INVOLVED IN WHICH THERE IS THIS VERY REASON, WHEREBY, WHILE IN THOUGHT YOU ARE HOLDING CONVERSE WITH YOUR WORD, YOU ARE (BY RECIPROCAL ACTION) PRODUCING THOUGHT BY MEANS OF THAT CONVERSE WITH YOUR WORD. THUS, IN A CERTAIN SENSE, THE WORD IS A SECOND PERSON WITHIN YOU, THROUGH WHICH IN THINKING YOU UTTER SPEECH, AND THROUGH WHICH ALSO, (BY RECIPROCITY OF PROCESS,) IN UTTERING SPEECH YOU GENERATE THOUGHT. THE WORD IS ITSELF A DIFFERENT THING FROM YOURSELF. NOW HOW MUCH MORE FULLY IS ALL THIS TRANSACTED IN GOD, WHOSE IMAGE AND LIKENESS EVEN YOU ARE REGARDED AS BEING, INASMUCH AS HE HAS REASON WITHIN HIMSELF EVEN WHILE HE IS SILENT, AND INVOLVED IN THAT REASON HIS WORD! I MAY THEREFORE WITHOUT RASHNESS FIRST LAY THIS DOWN (AS A FIXED PRINCIPLE) THAT EVEN THEN BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE UNIVERSE GOD WAS NOT ALONE, SINCE HE HAD WITHIN HIMSELF BOTH REASON, AND, INHERENT IN REASON, HIS WORD, WHICH HE MADE SECOND TO HIMSELF BY AGITATING IT WITHIN HIMSELF. 
CHAPTER 6 -- THE WORD OF GOD IS ALSO THE WISDOM OF GOD. THE GOING FORTH OF WISDOM TO CREATE THE UNIVERSE, ACCORDING TO THE DIVINE PLAN. 
THIS POWER AND DISPOSITION OF THE DIVINE INTELLIGENCE IS SET FORTH ALSO IN THE SCRIPTURES UNDER THE NAME OF SOFIA, WISDOM; FOR WHAT CAN BE BETTER ENTITLED TO THE NAME OF WISDOM THAN THE REASON OR THE WORD OF GOD? LISTEN THEREFORE TO WISDOM HERSELF, CONSTITUTED IN THE CHARACTER OF A SECOND PERSON: "AT THE FIRST THE LORD CREATED ME AS THE BEGINNING OF HIS WAYS, WITH A VIEW TO HIS OWN WORKS, BEFORE HE MADE THE EARTH, BEFORE THE MOUNTAINS WERE SETTLED; MOREOVER, BEFORE ALL THE HILLS DID HE BEGET ME;" THAT IS TO SAY, HE CREATED AND GENERATED ME IN HIS OWN INTELLIGENCE. THEN, AGAIN, OBSERVE THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THEM IMPLIED IN THE COMPANIONSHIP OF WISDOM WITH THE LORD. "WHEN HE PREPARED THE HEAVEN," SAYS WISDOM, "I WAS PRESENT WITH HIM; AND WHEN HE MADE HIS STRONG PLACES UPON THE WINDS, WHICH ARE THE CLOUDS ABOVE; AND WHEN HE SECURED THE FOUNTAINS, (AND ALL THINGS) WHICH ARE BENEATH THE SKY, I WAS BY, ARRANGING ALL THINGS WITH HIM; I WAS BY, IN WHOM HE DELIGHTED; AND DAILY, TOO, DID I REJOICE IN HIS PRESENCE." NOW, AS SOON AS IT PLEASED GOD TO PUT FORTH INTO THEIR RESPECTIVE SUBSTANCES AND FORMS THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD PLANNED AND ORDERED WITHIN HIMSELF, IN CONJUNCTION WITH HIS WISDOM'S REASON AND WORD, HE FIRST PUT FORTH THE WORD HIMSELF, HAVING WITHIN HIM HIS OWN INSEPARABLE REASON AND WISDOM, IN ORDER THAT ALL THINGS MIGHT BE MADE THROUGH HIM THROUGH WHOM THEY HAD BEEN PLANNED AND DISPOSED, YEA, AND ALREADY MADE, SO FAR FORTH AS (THEY WERE) IN THE MIND AND INTELLIGENCE OF GOD. THIS, HOWEVER, WAS STILL WANTING TO THEM, THAT THEY SHOULD ALSO BE OPENLY KNOWN, AND KEPT PERMANENTLY IN THEIR PROPER FORMS AND SUBSTANCES. 
CHAPTER 7 -- THE SON BY BEING DESIGNATED WORD AND WISDOM, (ACCORDING TO THE IMPERFECTION OF HUMAN THOUGHT AND LANGUAGE) LIABLE TO BE DEEMED A MERE ATTRIBUTE. HE IS SHOWN TO BE A PERSONAL BEING. 
THEN, THEREFORE, DOES THE WORD ALSO HIMSELF ASSUME HIS OWN FORM AND GLORIOUS GARB, HIS OWN SOUND AND VOCAL UTTERANCE, WHEN GOD SAYS, "LET THERE BE LIGHT." THIS IS THE PERFECT NATIVITY OF THE WORD, WHEN HE PROCEEDS FORTH FROM GOD -- FORMED BY HIM FIRST TO DEVISE AND THINK OUT ALL THINKS UNDER THE NAME OF WISDOM -- "THE LORD CREATED OR FORMED ME AS THE BEGINNING OF HIS WAYS;" THEN AFTERWARD BEGOTTEN, TO CARRY ALL INTO EFFECT -- "WHEN HE PREPARED THE HEAVEN, I WAS PRESENT WITH HIM." THUS, DOES HE MAKE HIM EQUAL TO HIM: FOR BY PROCEEDING FROM HIMSELF HE BECAME HIS FIRST-BEGOTTEN SON, BECAUSE BEGOTTEN BEFORE ALL THINGS; AND HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN ALSO, BECAUSE ALONE BEGOTTEN OF GOD, M A WAY PECULIAR TO HIMSELF, FROM THE WOMB OF HIS OWN HEART -- EVEN AS THE FATHER HIMSELF TESTIFIES: "MY HEART," SAYS HE, "HAS EMITTED MY MOST EXCELLENT WORD." THE FATHER TOOK PLEASURE EVERMORE IN HIM, WHO EQUALLY REJOICED WITH A RECIPROCAL GLADNESS IN THE FATHER'S PRESENCE: "YOU, ART MY SON, TODAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN YOU;" EVEN BEFORE THE MORNING STAR, DID I BEGET YOU. THE SON LIKEWISE ACKNOWLEDGES THE FATHER, SPEAKING IN HIS OWN PERSON, UNDER THE NAME OF WISDOM: "THE LORD FORMED ME AS THE BEGINNING OF HIS WAYS, WITH A VIEW TO HIS OWN WORKS; BEFORE ALL THE HILLS, DID HE BEGET ME." FOR IF INDEED WISDOM IN THIS PASSAGE SEEMS TO SAY THAT SHE WAS CREATED BY THE LORD WITH A VIEW TO HIS WORKS, AND TO ACCOMPLISH HIS WAYS, YET PROOF IS GIVEN IN ANOTHER SCRIPTURE THAT "ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY THE WORD, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS THERE NOTHING MADE;" AS, AGAIN, IN ANOTHER PLACE (IT IS SAID), "BY HIS WORD WERE THE HEAVENS ESTABLISHED, AND ALL THE POWERS THEREOF BY HIS SPIRIT" -- THAT IS TO SAY, BY THE SPIRIT (OR DIVINE NATURE) WHICH WAS IN THE WORD: THUS IS IT EVIDENT THAT IT IS ONE AND THE SAME POWER WHICH IS IN ONE PLACE DESCRIBED UNDER THE NAME OF WISDOM, AND IN ANOTHER PASSAGE UNDER THE APPELLATION OF THE WORD, WHICH WAS INITIATED FOR THE WORKS OF GOD? WHICH "STRENGTHENED THE HEAVENS;" "BY WHICH ALL THINGS WERE MADE," "AND WITHOUT WHICH NOTHING WAS MADE." NOR NEED WE DWELL ANY LONGER ON THIS POINT, AS IF IT WERE NOT THE VERY WORD HIMSELF, WHO IS SPOKEN OF UNDER THE NAME BOTH OF WISDOM AND OF REASON, AND OF THE ENTIRE DIVINE SOUL AND SPIRIT. HE BECAME ALSO THE SON OF GOD, AND WAS BEGOTTEN WHEN HE PROCEEDED FORTH FROM HIM. DO YOU THEN, (YOU ASK,) GRANT THAT THE WORD IS A CERTAIN SUBSTANCE, CONSTRUCTED BY THE SPIRIT AND THE COMMUNICATION OF WISDOM? CERTAINLY, I DO. BUT YOU WILL NOT ALLOW HIM TO BE REALLY A SUBSTANTIVE BEING, BY HAVING A SUBSTANCE OF HIS OWN; IN SUCH A WAY THAT HE MAY BE REGARDED AS AN OBJECTIVE THING AND A PERSON, AND SO BE ABLE (AS BEING CONSTITUTED SECOND TO GOD THE FATHER,) TO MAKE TWO, THE FATHER AND THE SON, GOD AND THE WORD. FOR YOU WILL SAY, WHAT IS A WORD, BUT A VOICE AND SOUND OF THE MOUTH, AND (AS THE GRAMMARIANS TEACH) AIR WHEN STRUCK AGAINST, INTELLIGIBLE TO THE EAR, BUT FOR THE REST A SORT OF VOID, EMPTY, AND INCORPOREAL THING. I, ON THE CONTRARY, CONTEND THAT NOTHING EMPTY AND VOID COULD HAVE COME FORTH FROM GOD, SEEING THAT IT IS NOT PUT FORTH FROM THAT WHICH IS EMPTY AND VOID; NOR COULD THAT POSSIBLY BE DEVOID OF SUBSTANCE WHICH HAS PROCEEDED FROM SO GREAT A SUBSTANCE, AND HAS PRODUCED SUCH MIGHTY SUBSTANCES: FOR ALL THINGS WHICH WERE MADE THROUGH HIM, HE HIMSELF (PERSONALLY) MADE. HOW COULD IT BE, THAT HE HIMSELF IS NOTHING, WITHOUT WHOM NOTHING WAS MADE? HOW COULD HE WHO IS EMPTY HAVE MADE THINGS WHICH ARE SOLID, AND HE WHO IS VOID HAVE MADE THINGS WHICH ARE FULL, AND HE WHO IS INCORPOREAL HAVE MADE THINGS WHICH HAVE BODY? FOR ALTHOUGH A THING MAY SOMETIMES BE MADE DIFFERENT FROM HIM BY WHOM IT IS MADE, YET NOTHING CAN BE MADE BY THAT WHICH IS A VOID AND EMPTY THING. IS THAT WORD OF GOD, THEN, A VOID AND EMPTY THING, WHICH IS CALLED THE SON, WHO HIMSELF IS DESIGNATED GOD? "THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD." IT IS WRITTEN, "YOU SHALT NOT TAKE GOD'S NAME IN VAIN." THIS FOR CERTAIN IS HE "WHO, BEING IN THE FORM OF GOD, THOUGHT IT NOT ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL WITH GOD." IN WHAT FORM OF GOD? OF COURSE, HE MEANS IN SOME FORM, NOT IN NONE. FOR WHO WILL DENY THAT GOD IS A BODY, ALTHOUGH "GOD IS A SPIRIT?" FOR SPIRIT HAS A BODILY SUBSTANCE OF ITS OWN KIND, IN ITS OWN FORM. NOW, EVEN IF INVISIBLE THINGS, WHATSOEVER THEY BE, HAVE BOTH THEIR SUBSTANCE AND THEIR FORM IN GOD, WHEREBY THEY ARE VISIBLE TO GOD ALONE, HOW MUCH MORE SHALL THAT WHICH HAS BEEN SENT FORTH FROM HIS SUBSTANCE NOT BE WITHOUT SUBSTANCE! WHATEVER, THEREFORE, WAS THE SUBSTANCE OF THE WORD THAT I DESIGNATE A PERSON, I CLAIM FOR IT THE NAME OF SON; AND WHILE I RECOGNIZE THE SON, I ASSERT HIS DISTINCTION AS SECOND TO THE FATHER. 
CHAPTER 8 -- THOUGH THE SON OR WORD OF GOD EMANATES FROM THE FATHER, HE IS NOT, LIKE THE EMANATIONS OF VALENTINUS, SEPARABLE FROM THE FATHER. NOR IS THE HOLY GHOST SEPARABLE FROM EITHER. ILLUSTRATIONS FROM NATURE. 
IF ANY MAN FROM THIS SHALL THINK THAT I AM INTRODUCING SOME PROBOLH -- THAT IS TO SAY, SOME PROLATION OF ONE THING OUT OF ANOTHER, AS VALENTINUS DOES WHEN HE SETS FORTH AEON FROM AEON, ONE AFTER ANOTHER -- THEN THIS IS MY FIRST REPLY TO YOU: TRUTH MUST NOT THEREFORE REFRAIN FROM THE USE OF SUCH A TERM, AND ITS REALITY AND MEANING, BECAUSE HERESY ALSO EMPLOYS IT. THE FACT IS, HERESY HAS RATHER TAKEN IT FROM TRUTH, IN ORDER TO MOLD IT INTO ITS OWN COUNTERFEIT. WAS THE WORD OF GOD PUT FORTH OR NOT? HERE TAKE, YOUR STAND WITH ME, AND FLINCH NOT. IF HE WAS PUT FORTH, THEN ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE TRUE DOCTRINE HAS A PROLATION; AND NEVER MIND HERESY, WHEN IN ANY POINT IT MIMICS THE TRUTH. THE QUESTION NOW IS, IN WHAT SENSE EACH SIDE USES A GIVEN THING AND THE WORD WHICH EXPRESSES IT. VALENTINUS DIVIDES AND SEPARATES HIS PROLATIONS FROM THEIR AUTHOR, AND PLACES THEM AT SO GREAT A DISTANCE FROM HIM, THAT THE AEON DOES NOT KNOW THE FATHER: HE LONGS, INDEED, TO KNOW HIM, BUT CANNOT; NAY, HE IS ALMOST SWALLOWED UP AND DISSOLVED INTO THE REST OF MATTER. WITH US, HOWEVER, THE SON ALONE KNOWS THE FATHER, AND HAS HIMSELF UNFOLDED "THE FATHER'S BOSOM." HE HAS ALSO HEARD AND SEEN ALL THINGS WITH THE FATHER; AND WHAT HE HAS BEEN COMMANDED BY THE FATHER, THAT ALSO DOES HE SPEAK. AND IT IS NOT HIS OWN WILL, BUT THE FATHER'S, WHICH HE HAS ACCOMPLISHED, WHICH HE HAD KNOWN MOST INTIMATELY, EVEN FROM THE BEGINNING. "FOR WHAT MAN KNOWS THE THINGS WHICH BE IN GOD, BUT THE SPIRIT WHICH IS IN HIM?" BUT THE WORD WAS FORMED BY THE SPIRIT, AND (IF I MAY SO EXPRESS MYSELF) THE SPIRIT IS THE BODY OF THE WORD. THE WORD, THEREFORE, IS BOTH ALWAYS IN THE FATHER, AS HE SAYS, "I AM IN THE FATHER;" AND IS ALWAYS WITH GOD, ACCORDING TO WHAT IS WRITTEN, "AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD;" AND NEVER SEPARATE FROM THE FATHER, OR OTHER THAN THE FATHER, SINCE "I AND THE FATHER ARE ONE." THIS WILL BE THE PROLATION, TAUGHT BY THE TRUTH, THE GUARDIAN OF THE UNITY, WHEREIN WE DECLARE THAT THE SON IS A PROLATION FROM THE FATHER, WITHOUT BEING SEPARATED FROM HIM. FOR GOD SENT FORTH THE WORD, AS THE PARACLETE ALSO DECLARES, JUST AS THE ROOT PUTS FORTH THE TREE, AND THE FOUNTAIN THE RIVER, AND THE SUN THE RAY. FOR THESE ARE PROBOLAI, OR EMANATIONS, OF THE SUBSTANCES FROM WHICH THEY PROCEED. I SHOULD NOT HESITATE, INDEED, TO CALL THE TREE THE SON OR OFFSPRING OF THE ROOT, AND THE RIVER OF THE FOUNTAIN, AND THE RAY OF THE SUN; BECAUSE EVERY ORIGINAL SOURCE IS A PARENT, AND EVERYTHING WHICH ISSUES FROM THE ORIGIN IS AN OFFSPRING. MUCH MORE IS (THIS TRUE OF) THE WORD OF GOD, WHO HAS ACTUALLY RECEIVED AS HIS OWN PECULIAR DESIGNATION THE NAME OF SON. BUT STILL THE TREE IS NOT SEVERED FROM THE ROOT, NOR THE RIVER FROM THE FOUNTAIN, NOR THE RAY FROM THE SUN; NOR, INDEED, IS THE WORD SEPARATED FROM GOD. FOLLOWING, THEREFORE, THE FORM OF THESE ANALOGIES, I CONFESS THAT I CALL GOD AND HIS WORD -- THE FATHER AND HIS SON -- TWO. FOR THE ROOT AND THE TREE ARE DISTINCTLY TWO THINGS, BUT CORRELATIVELY JOINED; THE FOUNTAIN AND THE RIVER ARE ALSO TWO FORMS, BUT INDIVISIBLE; SO LIKEWISE, THE SUN AND THE RAY ARE TWO FORMS, BUT COHERENT ONES. EVERYTHING WHICH PROCEEDS FROM SOMETHING ELSE MUST NEEDS BE SECOND TO THAT FROM WHICH IT PROCEEDS, WITHOUT BEING ON THAT ACCOUNT SEPARATED: WHERE, HOWEVER, THERE IS A SECOND, THERE MUST BE TWO; AND WHERE THERE IS A THIRD, THERE MUST BE THREE. NOW THE SPIRIT INDEED IS THIRD FROM GOD AND THE SON; JUST AS THE FRUIT OF THE TREE IS THIRD FROM THE ROOT, OR AS THE STREAM OUT OF THE RIVER IS THIRD FROM THE FOUNTAIN, OR AS THE APEX OF THE RAY IS THIRD FROM THE SUN. NOTHING, HOWEVER, IS ALIEN FROM THAT ORIGINAL SOURCE WHENCE IT DERIVES ITS OWN PROPERTIES. IN LIKE MANNER THE TRINITY, FLOWING DOWN FROM THE FATHER THROUGH INTERTWINED AND CONNECTED STEPS, DOES NOT AT ALL DISTURB THE MONARCHY, WHILST IT AT THE SAME TIME GUARDS THE STATE OF THE ECONOMY. 
CHAPTER 9 -- THE CATHOLIC RULE OF FAITH EXPOUNDED IN SOME OF ITS POINTS. ESPECIALLY IN THE UNCONFUSED DISTINCTION OF THE SEVERAL PERSONS OF THE BLESSED TRINITY. 
BEAR ALWAYS IN MIND THAT THIS IS THE RULE OF FAITH WHICH I PROFESS; BY IT I TESTIFY THAT THE FATHER, AND THE SON, AND THE SPIRIT ARE INSEPARABLE FROM EACH OTHER, AND SO WILL YOU KNOW IN WHAT SENSE THIS IS SAID. NOW, OBSERVE, MY ASSERTION IS THAT THE FATHER IS ONE, AND THE SON ONE, AND THE SPIRIT ONE, AND THAT THEY ARE DISTINCT FROM EACH OTHER. THIS STATEMENT IS TAKEN IN A WRONG SENSE BY EVERY UNEDUCATED AS WELL AS EVERY PERVERSELY DISPOSED PERSON, AS IF IT PREDICATED A DIVERSITY, IN SUCH A SENSE AS TO IMPLY A SEPARATION AMONG THE FATHER, AND THE SON, AND THE SPIRIT. I AM, MOREOVER, OBLIGED TO SAY THIS, WHEN (EXTOLLING THE MONARCHY AT THE EXPENSE OF THE ECONOMY) THEY CONTEND FOR THE IDENTITY OF THE FATHER AND SON AND SPIRIT, THAT IT IS NOT BY WAY OF DIVERSITY THAT THE SON DIFFERS FROM THE FATHER, BUT BY DISTRIBUTION: IT IS NOT BY DIVISION THAT HE IS DIFFERENT, BUT BY DISTINCTION; BECAUSE THE FATHER IS NOT THE SAME AS THE SON, SINCE THEY DIFFER ONE FROM THE OTHER IN THE MODE OF THEIR BEING. FOR THE FATHER IS THE ENTIRE SUBSTANCE, BUT THE SON IS A DERIVATION AND PORTION OF THE WHOLE, AS HE HIMSELF ACKNOWLEDGES: "MY FATHER IS GREATER THAN I." IN THE PSALM HIS INFERIORITY IS DESCRIBED AS BEING "A LITTLE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS." THUS, THE FATHER IS DISTINCT FROM THE SON, BEING GREATER THAN THE SON, INASMUCH AS HE WHO BEGETS IS ONE, AND HE WHO IS BEGOTTEN IS ANOTHER; HE, TOO, WHO SENDS IS ONE, AND HE WHO IS SENT IS ANOTHER; AND HE, AGAIN, WHO MAKES IS ONE, AND HE THROUGH WHOM THE THING IS MADE IS ANOTHER. HAPPILY, THE LORD HIMSELF EMPLOYS THIS EXPRESSION OF THE PERSON OF THE PARACLETE, SO AS TO SIGNIFY NOT A DIVISION OR SEVERANCE, BUT A DISPOSITION (OF MUTUAL RELATIONS IN THE GODHEAD); FOR HE SAYS, "I WILL PRAY THE FATHER, AND HE SHALL SEND YOU ANOTHER COMFORTER. ... EVEN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH," THUS MAKING THE PARACLETE DISTINCT FROM HIMSELF, EVEN AS WE SAY THAT THE SON IS ALSO DISTINCT FROM THE FATHER; SO THAT HE SHOWED A THIRD DEGREE IN THE PARACLETE, AS WE BELIEVE THE SECOND DEGREE IS IN THE SON, BY REASON OF THE ORDER OBSERVED IN THE ECONOMY. BESIDES, DOES NOT THE VERY FACT THAT THEY HAVE THE DISTINCT NAMES OF FATHER AND SAN AMOUNT TO A DECLARATION THAT THEY ARE DISTINCT IN PERSONALITY? FOR, OF COURSE, ALL THINGS WILL BE WHAT THEIR NAMES REPRESENT THEM TO BE; AND WHAT THEY ARE AND EVER WILL BE, THAT WILL THEY BE CALLED; AND THE DISTINCTION INDICATED BY THE NAMES DOES NOT AT ALL ADMIT OF ANY CONFUSION, BECAUSE THERE IS NONE IN THE THINGS WHICH THEY DESIGNATE. "YES, IS YES, AND NO, IS NO; FOR WHAT IS MORE THAN THESE, COMES OF EVIL." 
CHAPTER 10 -- THE VERY NAMES OF FATHER AND SON PROVE THE PERSONAL DISTINCTION OF THE TWO. THEY CANNOT POSSIBLY BE IDENTICAL, NOR IS THEIR IDENTITY NECESSARY TO PRESERVE THE DIVINE MONARCHY. 
SO, IT IS EITHER THE FATHER OR THE SON, AND THE DAY IS NOT THE SAME AS THE NIGHT; NOR IS THE FATHER THE SAME AS THE SON, IN SUCH A WAY THAT BOTH OF THEM SHOULD BE ONE, AND ONE OR THE OTHER SHOULD BE BOTH, -- AN OPINION WHICH THE MOST CONCEITED "MONARCHIANS" MAINTAIN. HE HIMSELF, THEY SAY, MADE HIMSELF A SON TO HIMSELF. NOW A FATHER MAKES A SON, AND A SON MAKES A FATHER; AND THEY WHO THUS BECOME RECIPROCALLY RELATED OUT OF EACH OTHER TO EACH OTHER CANNOT IN ANY WAY BY THEMSELVES SIMPLY BECOME SO RELATED TO THEMSELVES, THAT THE FATHER CAN MAKE HIMSELF A SON TO HIMSELF, AND THE SON RENDER HIMSELF A FATHER TO HIMSELF. AND THE RELATIONS WHICH GOD ESTABLISHES, THEM DOES HE ALSO GUARD. A FATHER MUST NEEDS HAVE A SON, IN ORDER TO BE A FATHER; SO LIKEWISE, A SON, TO BE A SON, MUST HAVE A FATHER. IT IS, HOWEVER, ONE THING TO HAVE, AND ANOTHER THING TO BE. FOR INSTANCE, IN ORDER TO BE A HUSBAND, I MUST HAVE A WIFE; I CAN NEVER MYSELF BE MY OWN WIFE. IN LIKE MANNER, IN ORDER TO BE A FATHER, I HAVE A SON, FOR I NEVER CAN BE A SON TO MYSELF; AND IN ORDER TO BE A SON, I HAVE A FATHER, IT BEING IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME EVER TO BE MY OWN FATHER. AND IT IS THESE RELATIONS WHICH MAKE ME (WHAT I AM), WHEN I COME TO POSSESS THEM: I SHALL THEN BE A FATHER, WHEN I HAVE A SON; AND A SON, WHEN I HAVE A FATHER. NOW, IF I AM TO BE TO MYSELF ANY ONE OF THESE RELATIONS, I NO LONGER HAVE WHAT I AM MYSELF TO BE: NEITHER A FATHER, BECAUSE I AM TO BE MY OWN FATHER; NOR A SON, BECAUSE I SHALL BE MY OWN SON. MOREOVER, INASMUCH AS I OUGHT TO LEAVE ONE OF THESE RELATIONS IN ORDER TO BE THE OTHER; SO, IF I AM TO BE BOTH TOGETHER, I SHALL FAIL TO BE ONE WHILE I POSSESS NOT THE OTHER. FOR IF I MUST BE MYSELF MY SON, WHO AM ALSO A FATHER, I NOW CEASE TO HAVE A SON, SINCE I AM MY OWN SON. BUT BY REASON OF NOT HAVING A SON, SINCE I AM MY OWN SON, HOW CAN I BE A FATHER? FOR I OUGHT TO HAVE A SON, IN ORDER TO BE A FATHER. THEREFORE, I AM NOT A SON, BECAUSE I HAVE NOT A FATHER, WHO MAKES A SON. IN LIKE MANNER, IF I AM MYSELF MY FATHER, WHO AM ALSO A SON, I NO LONGER HAVE A FATHER, BUT AM MYSELF MY FATHER. BY NOT HAVING A FATHER, HOWEVER, SINCE I AM MY OWN FATHER, HOW CAN I BE A SON? FOR I OUGHT TO HAVE A FATHER, IN ORDER TO BE A SON. I CANNOT THEREFORE BE A FATHER, BECAUSE I HAVE NOT A SON, WHO MAKES A FATHER. NOW ALL THIS MUST BE THE DEVICE OF THE DEVIL -- THIS EXCLUDING AND SEVERING ONE FROM THE OTHER -- SINCE BY INCLUDING BOTH TOGETHER IN ONE UNDER PRETENSE OF THE MONARCHY, HE CAUSES NEITHER TO BE HELD AND ACKNOWLEDGED, SO THAT HE IS NOT THE FATHER, SINCE INDEED HE HAS NOT THE SON; NEITHER IS HE THE SON, SINCE IN LIKE MANNER HE HAS NOT THE FATHER: FOR WHILE HE IS THE FATHER, HE WILL NOT BE THE SON. IN THIS WAY THEY HOLD THE MONARCHY, BUT THEY HOLD NEITHER THE FATHER NOR THE SON. WELL, BUT "WITH GOD NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE." TRUE ENOUGH; WHO CAN BE IGNORANT OF IT? WHO ALSO CAN BE UNAWARE THAT "THE THINGS WHICH ARE IMPOSSIBLE WITH MEN ARE POSSIBLE WITH GOD?" THE FOOLISH THINGS ALSO OF THE WORLD HAS GOD CHOSEN TO CONFOUND THE THINGS WHICH ARE WISE." WE HAVE READ IT ALL. THEREFORE, THEY ARGUE, IT WAS NOT DIFFICULT FOR GOD TO MAKE HIMSELF BOTH A FATHER AND A SON, CONTRARY TO THE CONDITION OF THINGS AMONG MEN. FOR A BARREN WOMAN TO HAVE A CHILD AGAINST NATURE WAS NO DIFFICULTY WITH GOD; NOR WAS IT FOR A VIRGIN TO CONCEIVE. OF COURSE, NOTHING IS "TOO HARD FOR THE LORD." BUT IF WE CHOOSE TO APPLY THIS PRINCIPLE SO EXTRAVAGANTLY AND HARSHLY IN OUR CAPRICIOUS IMAGINATIONS, WE MAY THEN MAKE OUT GOD TO HAVE DONE ANYTHING WE PLEASE, ON THE GROUND THAT IT WAS NOT IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO DO IT. WE MUST NOT, HOWEVER, BECAUSE HE IS ABLE TO DO ALL THINGS SUPPOSE THAT HE HAS ACTUALLY DONE WHAT HE HAS NOT DONE. BUT WE MUST INQUIRE WHETHER HE HAS REALLY DONE IT. GOD COULD, IF HE HAD LIKED, HAVE FURNISHED MAN WITH WINGS TO FLY WITH, JUST AS HE GAVE WINGS TO KITES. WE MUST NOT, HOWEVER, RUN TO THE CONCLUSION THAT HE DID THIS BECAUSE HE WAS ABLE TO DO IT. HE MIGHT ALSO HAVE EXTINGUISHED PRAXEAS AND ALL OTHER HERETICS AT ONCE; IT DOES NOT FOLLOW, HOWEVER, THAT HE DID, SIMPLY BECAUSE HE WAS ABLE. FOR IT WAS NECESSARY THAT THERE SHOULD BE BOTH KITES AND HERETICS; IT WAS NECESSARY ALSO THAT THE FATHER SHOULD BE CRUCIFIED. IN ONE SENSE THERE WILL BE SOMETHING DIFFICULT EVEN FOR GOD -- NAMELY, THAT WHICH HE HAS NOT DONE -- -NOT BECAUSE HE COULD NOT, BUT BECAUSE HE WOULD NOT, DO IT. FOR WITH GOD, TO BE WILLING IS TO BE ABLE, AND TO BE UNWILLING IS TO BE UNABLE; ALL THAT HE HAS WILLED, HOWEVER, HE HAS BOTH BEEN ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH, AND HAS DISPLAYED HIS ABILITY. SINCE, THEREFORE, IF GOD HAD WISHED TO MAKE HIMSELF A SON TO HIMSELF, HE HAD IT IN HIS POWER TO DO SO; AND SINCE, IF HE HAD IT IN HIS POWER, HE EFFECTED HIS PURPOSE, YOU WILL THEN MAKE GOOD YOUR PROOF OF HIS POWER AND HIS WILL (TO DO EVEN THIS) WHEN YOU SHALL HAVE PROVED TO US THAT HE ACTUALLY DID IT. 
CHAPTER 11 -- THE IDENTITY OF THE FATHER AND THESON, AS PRAXEAS HELD IT, SHOWN TO BE FULL OF PERPLEXITY AND ABSURDITY. MANY SCRIPTURES QUOTED IN PROOF OF THE DISTINCTION OF THE DIVINE PERSONS OF THE TRINITY. 
IT WILL BE YOUR DUTY, HOWEVER, TO ADDUCE YOUR PROOFS OUT OF THE SCRIPTURES AS PLAINLY AS WE DO, WHEN WE PROVE THAT HE MADE HIS WORD A SON TO HIMSELF. FOR IF HE CALLS HIM SON, AND IF THE SON IS NONE OTHER THAN HE WHO HAS PROCEEDED FROM THE OTHER HIMSELF, AND IF THE WORD HAS PROCEEDED FROM THE FATHER HIMSELF, HE WILL THEN BE THE SON, AND NOT HIMSELF FROM WHOM HE PROCEEDED. FOR THE FATHER HIMSELF DID NOT PROCEED FROM HIMSELF. NOW, YOU WHO SAY THAT THE FATHER IS THE SAME AS THE SON, DO REALLY MAKE THE SAME PERSON BOTH TO HAVE SENT FORTH FROM HIMSELF (AND AT THE SAME TIME TO HAVE GONE OUT FROM HIMSELF AS) THAT BEING WHICH IS GOD. IF IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO HAVE DONE THIS, HE AT ALL EVENTS DID NOT DO IT. YOU MUST BRING FORTH THE PROOF WHICH I REQUIRE OF YOU -- ONE LIKE MY OWN; THAT IS, (YOU MUST PROVE TO ME) THAT THE SCRIPTURES SHOW THE SON AND THE FATHER TO BE THE SAME, JUST AS ON OUR SIDE THE FATHER AND THE SON ARE DEMONSTRATED TO BE DISTINCT; I SAY DISTINCT, BUT NOT SEPARATE: FOR AS ON MY PART I PRODUCE THE WORDS OF GOD HIMSELF, "MY HEART HAS EMITTED MY MOST EXCELLENT WORD," SO YOU IN LIKE MANNER OUGHT TO ADDUCE IN OPPOSITION TO ME SOME TEXT WHERE GOD HAS SAID, "MY HEART HAS EMITTED MYSELF AS MY OWN MOST EXCELLENT WORD," IN SUCH A SENSE THAT HE IS HIMSELF BOTH THE EMITTER AND THE EMITTED, BOTH HE WHO SENT FORTH AND HE WHO WAS SENT FORTH, SINCE HE IS BOTH THE WORD AND GOD. I BID YOU ALSO OBSERVE, THAT ON MY SIDE I ADVANCE THE PASSAGE WHERE THE FATHER SAID TO THE SON, "YOU, ART MY SON, THIS DAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN YOU." IF YOU WANT ME TO BELIEVE HIM TO BE BOTH THE FATHER AND THE SON, SHOW ME SOME OTHER PASSAGE WHERE IT IS DECLARED, "THE LORD SAID TO HIMSELF, I AM MY OWN SON, TODAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN MYSELF;" OR AGAIN, "BEFORE THE MORNING DID I BEGET MYSELF;" AND LIKEWISE, "I THE LORD POSSESSED MYSELF THE BEGINNING OF MY WAYS FOR MY OWN WORKS; BEFORE ALL THE HILLS, TOO, DID I BEGET MYSELF;" AND WHATEVER OTHER PASSAGES ARE TO THE SAME EFFECT. WHY, MOREOVER, COULD GOD THE LORD OF ALL THINGS, HAVE HESITATED TO SPEAK THUS OF HIMSELF, IF THE FACT HAD BEEN SO? WAS HE AFRAID OF NOT BEING BELIEVED, IF HE HAD M SO MANY WORDS DECLARED HIMSELF TO BE BOTH THE FATHER AND THE SON? OF ONE THING HE WAS AT ANY RATE AFRAID -- OF LYING. OF HIMSELF, TOO, AND OF HIS OWN TRUTH, WAS HE AFRAID. BELIEVING HIM, THEREFORE, TO BE THE TRUE GOD, I AM SURE THAT HE DECLARED NOTHING TO EXIST IN ANY OTHER WAY THAN ACCORDING TO HIS OWN DISPENSATION AND ARRANGEMENT, AND THAT HE HAD ARRANGED NOTHING IN ANY OTHER WAY THAN ACCORDING TO HIS OWN DECLARATION. ON YOUR SIDE, HOWEVER, YOU MUST MAKE HIM OUT TO BE A LIAR, AND AN IMPOSTOR, AND A TAMPERER WITH HIS WORD, IF, WHEN HE WAS HIMSELF A SON TO HIMSELF, HE ASSIGNED THE PART OF HIS SON TO BE PLAYED BY ANOTHER, WHEN ALL THE SCRIPTURES ATTEST THE CLEAR EXISTENCE OF, AND DISTINCTION IN (THE PERSONS OF) THE TRINITY, AND INDEED FURNISH US WITH OUR RULE OF FAITH, THAT HE WHO SPEAKS; AND HE OF WHOM HE SPEAKS, AND TO WHOM HE SPEAKS, CANNOT POSSIBLY SEEM TO BE ONE AND THE SAME. SO ABSURD ARID MISLEADING A STATEMENT WOULD BE UNWORTHY OF GOD, THAT, WIDEN IT WAS HIMSELF TO WHOM HE WAS SPEAKING, HE SPEAKS RATHER TO ANOTHER, AND NOT TO HIS VERY SELF. HEAR, THEN, OTHER UTTERANCES ALSO OF THE FATHER CONCERNING THE SON BY THE MOUTH OF ISAIAH: "BEHOLD MY SON, WHOM I HAVE CHOSEN; MY BELOVED, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED: I WILL PUT MY SPIRIT UPON HIM, AND HE SHALL BRING FORTH JUDGMENT TO THE GENTILES." HEAR ALSO WHAT HE SAYS TO THE SON: "IS IT A GREAT THING FOR YOU, THAT YOU SHOULDEST BE CALLED MY SON TO RAISE UP THE TRIBES OF JACOB, AND TO RESTORE THE DISPERSED OF ISRAEL? I HAVE GIVEN YOU FOR A LIGHT TO THE GENTILES, THAT YOU MAYEST BE THEIR SALVATION TO THE END OF THE EARTH." HEAR NOW ALSO THE SON'S UTTERANCES RESPECTING THE FATHER: "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE HAS ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO MEN." HE SPEAKS OF HIMSELF LIKEWISE TO THE FATHER IN THE PSALM: "FORSAKE ME NOT UNTIL I HAVE DECLARED THE MIGHT OF YOUR ARM TO ALL THE GENERATION THAT IS TO COME." ALSO, TO THE SAME PURPORT IN ANOTHER PSALM: "O LORD, HOW ARE THEY INCREASED THAT TROUBLE ME!" BUT ALMOST ALL THE PSALMS WHICH PROPHESY OF THE PERSON OF CHRIST, REPRESENT THE SON AS CONVERSING WITH THE FATHER -- THAT IS, REPRESENT CHRIST (AS SPEAKING) TO GOD. OBSERVE ALSO THE SPIRIT SPEAKING OF THE FATHER AND THE SON, IN THE CHARACTER OF A THIRD PERSON: "THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, SIT YOU ON MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES YOUR FOOTSTOOL." LIKEWISE, IN THE WORDS OF ISAIAH: "THUS SAITH THE LORD TO THE LORD MINE ANOINTED." LIKEWISE, IN THE SAME PROPHET, HE SAYS TO THE FATHER RESPECTING THE SON: "LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT, AND TO WHOM IS THE ARM OF THE LORD REVEALED? WE BROUGHT A REPORT CONCERNING HIM, AS IF HE WERE A LITTLE CHILD, AS IF HE WERE A ROOT IN A DRY GROUND, WHO HAD NO FORM NOR COMELINESS." THESE ARE A FEW TESTIMONIES OUT OF MANY; FOR WE DO NOT PRETEND TO BRING UP ALL THE PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE, BECAUSE WE HAVE A TOLERABLY LARGE ACCUMULATION OF THEM IN THE VARIOUS HEADS OF OUR SUBJECT, AS WE IN OUR SEVERAL CHAPTERS CALL THEM IN AS OUR WITNESSES IN THE FULNESS OF THEIR DIGNITY AND AUTHORITY. STILL, IN THESE FEW QUOTATIONS THE DISTINCTION OF PERSONS IN THE TRINITY IS CLEARLY SET FORTH. FOR THERE IS THE SPIRIT HIMSELF WHO SPEAKS, AND THE FATHER TO WHOM HE SPEAKS, AND THE SON OF WHOM HE SPEAKS. IN THE SAME MANNER, THE OTHER PASSAGES ALSO ESTABLISH EACH ONE OF SEVERAL PERSONS IN HIS SPECIAL CHARACTER -- ADDRESSED AS THEY IN SOME CASES ARE TO THE FATHER OR TO THE SON RESPECTING THE SON, IN OTHER CASES TO THE SON OR TO THE FATHER CONCERNING THE FATHER, AND AGAIN IN OTHER INSTANCES TO THE (HOLY) SPIRIT. 
CHAPTER 12 -- OTHER QUOTATIONS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE ADDUCED IN PROOF OF THE PLURALITY OF PERSONS IN THE GODHEAD. 
IF THE NUMBER OF THE TRINITY ALSO OFFENDS YOU, AS IF IT WERE NOT CONNECTED IN THE SIMPLE UNITY, I ASK YOU HOW IT IS POSSIBLE FOR A BEING WHO IS MERELY AND ABSOLUTELY ONE AND SINGULAR, TO SPEAK IN PLURAL PHRASE, SAYING, "LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR OWN IMAGE, AND AFTER OUR OWN LIKENESS;" WHEREAS HE OUGHT TO HAVE SAID, "LET ME MAKE MAN IN MY OWN IMAGE, AND AFTER MY OWN LIKENESS," AS BEING A UNIQUE AND SINGULAR BEING? IN THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE, HOWEVER, "BEHOLD THE MAN IS BECOME AS ONE OF US," HE IS EITHER DECEIVING OR AMUSING US IN SPEAKING PLURALLY, IF HE IS ONE ONLY AND SINGULAR. OR WAS IT TO THE ANGELS THAT HE SPOKE, AS THE JEWS INTERPRET THE PASSAGE, BECAUSE THESE ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE NOT THE SON? OR WAS IT BECAUSE HE WAS AT ONCE THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE SPIRIT, THAT HE SPOKE TO HIMSELF IN PLURAL TERMS, MAKING HIMSELF PLURAL ON THAT VERY ACCOUNT? NAY, IT WAS BECAUSE HE HAD ALREADY HIS SON CLOSE AT HIS SIDE, AS A SECOND PERSON, HIS OWN WORD, AND A THIRD PERSON ALSO, THE SPIRIT IN THE WORD, THAT HE PURPOSELY ADOPTED THE PLURAL PHRASE, "LET US MAKE;" AND, "IN OUR IMAGE;" AND, "BECOME AS ONE OF US." FOR WITH WHOM DID HE MAKE MAN? AND TO WHOM DID HE MAKE HIM LIKE? (THE ANSWER MUST BE), THE SON ON THE ONE HAND, WHO WAS ONE DAY TO PUT ON HUMAN NATURE; AND THE SPIRIT ON THE OTHER, WHO WAS TO SANCTIFY MAN. WITH THESE DID HE THEN SPEAK, IN THE UNITY OF THE TRINITY, AS WITH HIS MINISTERS AND WITNESSES IN THE FOLLOWING TEXT ALSO HE DISTINGUISHES AMONG THE PERSONS: "SO GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE; IN THE IMAGE OF GOD CREATED HE HIM." WHY SAY "IMAGE OF GOD?" WHY NOT "HIS OWN IMAGE" MERELY, IF HE WAS ONLY ONE WHO WAS THE MAKER, AND IF THERE WAS NOT ALSO ONE IN WHOSE IMAGE, HE MADE MAN? BUT THERE WAS ONE IN WHOSE IMAGE GOD WAS MAKING MAN, THAT IS TO SAY, CHRIST'S IMAGE, WHO, BEING ONE DAY ABOUT TO BECOME MAN (MORE SURELY AND MORE TRULY SO), HAD ALREADY CAUSED THE MAN TO BE CALLED HIS IMAGE, WHO WAS THEN GOING TO BE FORMED OF CLAY -- THE IMAGE AND SIMILITUDE OF THE TRUE AND PERFECT MAN. BUT IN RESPECT OF THE PREVIOUS WORKS OF THE WORLD WHAT SAYS THE SCRIPTURE? ITS FIRST STATEMENT INDEED IS MADE, WHEN THE SON HAS NOT YET APPEARED: "AND GOD SAID, LET THERE BE LIGHT, AND THERE WAS LIGHT." IMMEDIATELY THERE APPEARS THE WORD, "THAT TRUE LIGHT, WHICH LIGHTS MAN ON HIS COMING INTO THE WORLD," AND THROUGH HIM ALSO CAME LIGHT UPON THE WORLD. FROM THAT MOMENT GOD WILLED CREATION TO BE AFFECTED IN THE WORD, CHRIST BEING PRESENT AND MINISTERING TO HIM: AND SO, GOD CREATED. AND GOD SAID, "LET THERE BE A FIRMAMENT, ... AND GOD MADE THE FIRMAMENT;" AND GOD ALSO SAID. "LET THERE BE LIGHTS (IN THE FIRMAMENT); AND SO, GOD MADE A GREATER AND A LESSER LIGHT." BUT ALL THE REST OF THE CREATED THINGS DID HE IN LIKE MANNER MAKE, WHO MADE THE FORMER ONES -- I MEAN THE WORD OF GOD. "THROUGH WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, AND WITHOUT WHOM NOTHING WAS MADE." NOW IF HE TOO IS GOD, ACCORDING TO JOHN, (WHO SAYS.) "THE WORD WAS GOD," THEN YOU HAVE TWO BEINGS -- ONE THAT COMMANDS THAT THE THING BE MADE. AND THE OTHER THAT EXECUTES THE ORDER AND CREATES. IN WHAT SENSE, HOWEVER, YOU OUGHT TO UNDERSTAND HIM TO BE ANOTHER. I HAVE ALREADY EXPLAINED, ON THE GROUND OF PERSONALITY, NOT OF SUBSTANCE -- IN THE WAY OF DISTINCTION, NOT OF DIVISION. BUT ALTHOUGH I MUST EVERYWHERE HOLD ONE ONLY SUBSTANCE IN THREE COHERENT AND INSEPARABLE (PERSONS), YET I AM BOUND TO ACKNOWLEDGE, FROM THE NECESSITY OF THE CASE, THAT HE WHO ISSUES A COMMAND IS DIFFERENT FROM HIM WHO EXECUTES IT. FOR, INDEED, HE WOULD NOT BE ISSUING A COMMAND IF HE WERE ALL THE WHILE DOING THE WORK HIMSELF, WHILE ORDERING IT TO BE DONE BY THE SECOND. BUT STILL HE DID ISSUE THE COMMAND, ALTHOUGH HE WOULD NOT HAVE INTENDED TO COMMAND HIMSELF IF HE WERE ONLY ONE; OR ELSE HE MUST HAVE WORKED WITHOUT ANY COMMAND, BECAUSE HE WOULD NOT HAVE WAITED TO COMMAND HIMSELF. 
CHAPTER 13 -- THE FORCE OF SUNDRY PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATED IN RELATION TO THE PLURALITY OF PERSONS AND UNITY OF SUBSTANCE. THERE IS NO POLYTHEISM HERE, SINCE THE UNITY IS INSISTED ON AS A REMEDY AGAINST POLYTHEISM. 
WELL THEN, YOU REPLY, IF HE WAS GOD WHO SPOKE, AND HE WAS ALSO GOD WHO CREATED, AT THIS RATE, ONE GOD SPOKE AND ANOTHER CREATED; (AND THUS) TWO GODS ARE DECLARED. IF YOU ARE SO VENTURESOME AND HARSH, REFLECT A WHILE; AND THAT YOU MAY THINK THE BETTER AND MORE DELIBERATELY, LISTEN TO THE PSALM IN WHICH TWO ARE DESCRIBED AS GOD: "YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS FOR EVER AND EVER; THE SCEPTER OF YOUR KINGDOM IS A SCEPTER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. YOU HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND HATED INIQUITY: THEREFORE GOD, EVEN YOUR GOD, HAS ANOINTED YOU OR MADE YOU HIS CHRIST." NOW, SINCE HE HERE SPEAKS TO GOD, AND AFFIRMS THAT GOD IS ANOINTED BY GOD, HE MUST HAVE AFFIRMED THAT TWO ARE GOD, BY REASON OF THE SCEPTER'S ROYAL POWER. ACCORDINGLY, ISAIAH ALSO SAYS TO THE PERSON OF CHRIST: "THE SABAEANS, MEN OF STATURE, SHALL PASS OVER TO YOU; AND THEY SHALL FOLLOW AFTER YOU, BOUND IN FETTERS; AND THEY SHALL WORSHIP YOU, BECAUSE GOD IS IN YOU: FOR YOU, ART OUR GOD, YET WE KNEW IT NOT; YOU, ART THE GOD OF ISRAEL." FOR HERE TOO, BY SAYING, "GOD IS IN YOU, AND "YOU, ART GOD," HE SETS FORTH TWO WHO WERE GOD: (IN THE FORMER EXPRESSION IN YOU, HE MEANS) IN CHRIST, AND (IN THE OTHER HE MEANS) THE HOLY GHOST. THAT IS A STILL GRANDER STATEMENT WHICH YOU WILL FIND EXPRESSLY MADE IN THE GOSPEL: "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD." THERE WAS ONE "WHO WAS," AND THERE WAS ANOTHER "WITH WHOM" HE WAS. BUT I FIND IN SCRIPTURE THE NAME LORD ALSO APPLIED TO THEM BOTH: "THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, SIT YOU ON MY RIGHT HAND." AND ISAIAH SAYS THIS: "LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT, AND TO WHOM IS THE ARM OF THE LORD REVEALED?" NOW HE WOULD MOST CERTAINLY HAVE SAID YOUR ARM, IF HE HAD NOT WISHED US TO UNDERSTAND THAT THE FATHER IS LORD, AND THE SON ALSO IS LORD. A MUCH MORE ANCIENT TESTIMONY WE HAVE ALSO IN GENESIS: "THEN THE LORD RAINED UPON SODOM AND UPON GOMORRAH BRIMSTONE AND FIRE FROM THE LORD OUT OF HEAVEN." NOW, EITHER DENY THAT THIS IS SCRIPTURE; OR ELSE (LET ME ASK) WHAT SORT OF MAN YOU ARE, THAT YOU DO NOT THINK WORDS OUGHT TO BE TAKEN AND UNDERSTOOD IN THE SENSE IN WHICH THEY ARE WRITTEN, ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY ARE NOT EXPRESSED IN ALLEGORIES AND PARABLES, BUT IN DETERMINATE AND SIMPLE DECLARATIONS? IF, INDEED, YOU FOLLOW THOSE WHO DID NOT AT THE TIME ENDURE THE LORD WHEN SHOWING HIMSELF TO BE THE SON OF GOD, BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT BELIEVE HIM TO BE THE LORD, THEN (I ASK YOU)CALL TO MIND ALONG WITH THEM THE PASSAGE WHERE IT IS WRITTEN, "I HAVE SAID, YOU ARE GODS, AND YE ARE CHILDREN OF THE MOST HIGH;" AND AGAIN, "GOD STANDS IN THE CONGREGATION OF GODS;" IN ORDER THAT, IF THE SCRIPTURE HAS NOT BEEN AFRAID TO DESIGNATE AS GODS HUMAN BEINGS, WHO HAVE BECOME SONS OF GOD BY FAITH, YOU MAY BE SURE THAT THE SAME SCRIPTURE HAS WITH GREATER PROPRIETY CONFERRED THE NAME OF THE LORD ON THE TRUE AND ONE-ONLY SON OF GOD. VERY WELL! YOU SAY, I SHALL CHALLENGE YOU TO PREACH FROM THIS DAY FORTH (AND THAT, TOO, ON THE AUTHORITY OF THESE SAME SCRIPTURES) TWO GODS AND TWO LORDS, CONSISTENTLY WITH YOUR VIEWS. GOD FORBID, (IS MY REPLY.) FOR WE, WHO BY THE GRACE OF GOD POSSESS AN INSIGHT INTO BOTH THE TIMES AND THE OCCASIONS OF THE SACRED WRITINGS, ESPECIALLY WE WHO ARE FOLLOWERS OF THE PARACLETE, NOT OF HUMAN TEACHERS, DO INDEED DEFINITIVELY DECLARE THAT TWO BEINGS ARE GOD, THE FATHER AND THE SON, AND, WITH THE ADDITION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, EVEN THREE, ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLE OF THE DIVINE ECONOMY, WHICH INTRODUCES NUMBER, IN ORDER THAT THE FATHER MAY NOT, AS YOU PERVERSELY INFER, BE HIMSELF BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN BORN AND TO HAVE SUFFERED, WHICH IT IS NOT LAWFUL TO BELIEVE, FORASMUCH AS IT HAS NOT BEEN SO HANDED DOWN. THAT THERE ARE, HOWEVER, TWO GODS OR TWO LORDS, IS A STATEMENT WHICH AT NO TIME PROCEEDS OUT OF OUR MOUTH: NOT AS IF IT WERE UNTRUE THAT THE FATHER IS GOD, AND THE SON IS GOD, AND THE HOLY GHOST IS GOD, AND EACH IS GOD; BUT BECAUSE IN EARLIER TIMES TWO WERE ACTUALLY SPOKEN OF AS GOD, AND TWO AS LORD, THAT WHEN CHRIST SHOULD COME HE MIGHT BE BOTH ACKNOWLEDGED AS GOD AND DESIGNATED AS LORD, BEING THE SON OF HIM WHO IS BOTH GOD AND LORD. NOW, IF THERE WERE FOUND IN THE SCRIPTURES BUT ONE PERSONALITY OF HIM WHO IS GOD AND LORD, CHRIST WOULD JUSTLY ENOUGH BE INADMISSIBLE TO THE TITLE OF GOD AND LORD: FOR (IN THE SCRIPTURES) THERE WAS DECLARED TO BE NONE OTHER THAN ONE GOD AND ONE LORD, AND IT MUST HAVE FOLLOWED THAT THE FATHER SHOULD HIMSELF SEEM TO HAVE COME DOWN (TO EARTH), INASMUCH AS ONLY ONE GOD AND ONE LORD WAS EVER READ OF (IN THE SCRIPTURES), AND HIS ENTIRE ECONOMY WOULD BE INVOLVED IN OBSCURITY, WHICH HAS BEEN PLANNED AND ARRANGED WITH SO CLEAR A FORESIGHT IN HIS PROVIDENTIAL DISPENSATION AS MATTER FOR OUR FAITH. AS SOON, HOWEVER, AS CHRIST CAME, AND WAS RECOGNIZED BY US AS THE VERY BEING WHO HAD FROM THE BEGINNING CAUSED PLURALITY (IN THE DIVINE ECONOMY), BEING THE SECOND FROM THE FATHER, AND WITH THE SPIRIT THE THIRD, AND HIMSELF DECLARING AND MANIFESTING THE FATHER MORE FULLY (THAN HE HAD EVER BEEN BEFORE), THE TITLE OF HIM WHO IS GOD AND LORD WAS AT ONCE RESTORED TO THE UNITY (OF THE DIVINE NATURE), EVEN BECAUSE THE GENTILES WOULD HAVE TO PASS FROM THE MULTITUDE OF THEIR IDOLS TO THE ONE ONLY GOD, IN ORDER THAT A DIFFERENCE MIGHT BE DISTINCTLY SETTLED BETWEEN THE WORSHIPPERS OF ONE GOD AND THE VOTARIES OF POLYTHEISM. FOR IT WAS ONLY RIGHT THAT CHRISTIANS SHOULD SHINE IN THE WORLD AS "CHILDREN OF LIGHT," ADORING AND INVOKING HIM WHO IS THE ONE GOD AND LORD AS "THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD." BESIDES, IF, FROM THAT PERFECT KNOWLEDGE WHICH ASSURES US THAT THE TITLE OF GOD AND LORD IS SUITABLE BOTH TO THE FATHER, AND TO THE SON, AND TO THE HOLY GHOST, WE WERE TO INVOKE A PLURALITY OF GODS AND LORDS, WE SHOULD QUENCH OUR TORCHES, AND WE SHOULD BECOME LESS COURAGEOUS TO ENDURE THE MARTYR'S SUFFERINGS, FROM WHICH AN EASY ESCAPE WOULD EVERYWHERE LIE OPEN TO US, AS SOON AS WE SWORE BY A PLURALITY OF GODS AND LORDS, AS SUNDRY HERETICS DO, WHO HOLD MORE GODS THAN ONE. I WILL THEREFORE NOT SPEAK OF GODS AT ALL, NOR OF LORDS, BUT I SHALL FOLLOW THE APOSTLE; SO THAT IF THE FATHER AND THE SON, ARE ALIKE TO BE INVOKED, I SHALL CALL THE FATHER "GOD," AND INVOKE JESUS CHRIST AS "LORD." BUT WHEN CHRIST ALONE (IS MENTIONED), I SHALL BE ABLE TO CALL HIM "GOD," AS THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS: "OF WHOM IS CHRIST, WHO IS OVER ALL, GOD BLESSED FOR EVER." FOR I SHOULD GIVE THE NAME OF" SUN" EVEN TO A SUNBEAM, CONSIDERED IN ITSELF; BUT IF I WERE MENTIONING THE SUN FROM WHICH THE RAY EMANATES, I CERTAINLY SHOULD AT ONCE WITHDRAW THE NAME OF SUN FROM THE MERE BEAM. FOR ALTHOUGH I MAKE NOT TWO SUNS, STILL I SHALL RECKON BOTH THE SUN AND ITS RAY TO BE AS MUCH TWO THINGS AND TWO FORMS OF ONE UNDIVIDED SUBSTANCE, AS GOD AND HIS WORD, AS THE FATHER AND THE SON. 
CHAPTER 14 -- THE NATURAL INVISIBILITY OF THE FATHER, AND THE VISIBILITY OF THE SON WITNESSED IN MANY PASSAGES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. ARGUMENTS OF THEIR DISTINCTNESS, THUS SUPPLIED. 
MOREOVER, THERE COMES TO OUR AID, WHEN WE INSIST UPON THE FATHER AND THE SON AS BEING TWO, THAT REGULATING PRINCIPLE WHICH HAS DETERMINED GOD TO BE INVISIBLE. WHEN MOSES IN EGYPT DESIRED TO SEE THE FACE OF THE LORD, SAYING, "IF THEREFORE I HAVE FOUND GRACE IN YOUR SIGHT, MANIFEST YOURSELF TO ME, THAT I MAY SEE YOU AND KNOW YOU," GOD SAID, "YOU CANST NOT SEE MY FACE; FOR THERE SHALL NO MAN SEE ME, AND LIVE:" IN OTHER WORDS, HE WHO SEES ME SHALL DIE. NOW WE FIND THAT GOD HAS BEEN SEEN BY MANY PERSONS, AND YET THAT NO ONE WHO SAW HIM DIED (AT THE SIGHT). THE TRUTH IS, THEY SAW GOD ACCORDING TO THE FACULTIES OF MEN, BUT NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FULL GLORY OF THE GODHEAD. FOR THE PATRIARCHS ARE SAID TO HAVE SEEN GOD (AS ABRAHAM AND JACOB), AND THE PROPHETS (AS, FOR INSTANCE ISAIAH AND EZEKIEL), AND YET THEY DID NOT DIE. EITHER, THEN, THEY OUGHT TO HAVE DIED, SINCE THEY HAD SEEN HIM -- FOR (THE SENTENCE RUNS), "NO MAN SHALL SEE GOD AND LIVE", OR ELSE IF THEY SAW GOD, AND YET DID NOT DIE, THE SCRIPTURE IS FALSE IN STATING THAT GOD SAID, "IF A MAN, SEE MY FACE, HE SHALL NOT LIVE." EITHER WAY, THE SCRIPTURE MISLEADS US, WHEN IT MAKES GOD INVISIBLE, AND WHEN IT PRODUCES HIM TO OUR SIGHT. NOW, THEN, HE MUST BE A DIFFERENT BEING WHO WAS SEEN, BECAUSE OF ONE WHO WAS SEEN IT COULD NOT BE PREDICATED THAT HE IS INVISIBLE. IT WILL THEREFORE FOLLOW, THAT BY HIM WHO IS INVISIBLE WE MUST UNDERSTAND THE FATHER IN THE FULNESS OF HIS MAJESTY, WHILE WE RECOGNIZE THE SON AS VISIBLE BY REASON OF THE DISPENSATION OF HIS DERIVED EXISTENCE; EVEN AS IT IS NOT PERMITTED US TO CONTEMPLATE, THE SUN, IN THE FULL AMOUNT OF HIS SUBSTANCE WHICH IS IN THE HEAVENS, BUT WE CAN ONLY ENDURE WITH OUR EYES A RAY, BY REASON OF THE TEMPERED CONDITION OF THIS PORTION WHICH IS PROJECTED FROM HIM TO THE EARTH. HERE SOME ONE ON THE OTHER SIDE MAY BE DISPOSED TO CONTEND THAT THE SON IS ALSO INVISIBLE AS BEING THE WORD, AND AS BEING ALSO THE SPIRIT; AND, WHILE CLAIMING ONE NATURE FOR THE FATHER AND THE SON, TO AFFIRM THAT THE FATHER IS RATHER ONE AND THE SAME PERSON WITH THE SON. BUT THE SCRIPTURE, AS WE HAVE SAID, MAINTAINS THEIR DIFFERENCE BY THE DISTINCTION IT MAKES BETWEEN THE VISIBLE AND THE INVISIBLE. THEY THEN GO ON TO ARGUE TO THIS EFFECT, THAT IF IT WAS THE SON WHO THEN SPOKE TO MOSES, HE MUST MEAN IT OF HIMSELF THAT HIS FACE WAS VISIBLE TO NO ONE, BECAUSE HE WAS HIMSELF INDEED THE INVISIBLE FATHER IN THE NAME OF THE SON. AND BY THIS MEANS THEY WILL HAVE IT THAT THE VISIBLE AND THE INVISIBLE ARE ONE AND THE SAME, JUST AS THE FATHER AND THE SON ARE THE SAME; (AND THIS THEY MAINTAIN) BECAUSE IN A PRECEDING PASSAGE, BEFORE HE HAD REFUSED (THE SIGHT OF) HIS FACE TO MOSES, THE SCRIPTURE INFORMS US THAT "THE LORD SPOKE FACE TO FACE WITH MOSES, EVEN AS A MAN SPEAKS TO HIS FRIEND;" JUST AS JACOB ALSO SAYS, "I HAVE SEEN GOD FACE TO FACE." THEREFORE, THE VISIBLE AND THE INVISIBLE ARE ONE AND THE SAME; AND BOTH BEING THUS THE SAME, IT FOLLOWS THAT HE IS INVISIBLE AS THE FATHER, AND VISIBLE AS THE SON. AS IF THE SCRIPTURE, ACCORDING TO OUR EXPOSITION OF IT, WERE INAPPLICABLE TO THE SON, WHEN THE FATHER IS SET ASIDE IN HIS OWN INVISIBILITY. WE DECLARE, HOWEVER, THAT THE SON ALSO, CONSIDERED IN HIMSELF (AS THE SON), IS INVISIBLE, IN THAT HE IS GOD, AND THE WORD AND SPIRIT OF GOD; BUT THAT HE WAS VISIBLE BEFORE THE DAYS OF HIS FLESH, IN THE WAY THAT HE SAYS TO AARON AND MIRIAM, "AND IF THERE SHALL BE A PROPHET AMONGST YOU, I WILL MAKE MYSELF KNOWN TO HIM IN A VISION, AND WILL SPEAK TO HIM IN A DREAM; NOT AS WITH MOSES, WITH WHOM I SHALL SPEAK MOUTH TO MOUTH, EVEN APPARENTLY, THAT IS TO SAY, IN TRUTH, AND NOT ENIGMATICALLY" THAT IS TO SAY, IN IMAGE; AS THE APOSTLE ALSO EXPRESSES IT, "NOW WE SEE THROUGH A GLASS, DARKLY (OR ENIGMATICALLY), BUT THEN FACE TO FACE." SINCE, THEREFORE, HE RESERVES TO SOME FUTURE TIME HIS PRESENCE AND SPEECH FACE TO FACE WITH MOSES -- A PROMISE WHICH WAS AFTERWARDS FULFILLED IN THE RETIREMENT OF THE MOUNT (OF TRANSFIGURATION), WHEN AS WE READ IN THE GOSPEL," MOSES APPEARED TALKING WITH JESUS" -- IT IS EVIDENT THAT IN EARLY TIMES IT WAS ALWAYS IN A GLASS, (AS IT WERE,)AND AN ENIGMA, IN VISION AND DREAM, THAT GOD, I MEAN THE SON OF GOD, APPEARED -- TO THE PROPHETS AND THE PATRIARCHS, AS ALSO TO MOSES INDEED HIMSELF. AND EVEN IF THE LORD DID POSSIBLY SPEAK WITH HIM FACE TO FACE, YET IT WAS NOT AS MAN THAT HE COULD BEHOLD HIS FACE, UNLESS INDEED IT WAS IN A GLASS, (AS IT WERE,) AND BY ENIGMA. BESIDES, IF THE LORD SO SPOKE WITH MOSES, THAT MOSES ACTUALLY DISCERNED HIS FACE, EYE TO EYE, HOW COMES IT TO PASS THAT IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARDS, ON THE SAME OCCASION, HE DESIRES TO SEE HIS FACE, WHICH HE OUGHT NOT TO HAVE DESIRED, BECAUSE HE HAD ALREADY SEEN IT? AND HOW, IN LIKE MANNER, DOES THE LORD ALSO SAY THAT HIS FACE CANNOT BE SEEN, BECAUSE HE HAD SHOWN IT, IF INDEED HE REALLY HAD, (AS OUR OPPONENTS SUPPOSE.) OR WHAT IS THAT FADE OF GOD, THE SIGHT OF WHICH IS REFUSED, IF THERE WAS ONE WHICH WAS VISIBLE TO MAN? "I HAVE SEEN GOD," SAYS JACOB, "FACE TO FACE, AND MY LIFE IS PRESERVED." THERE OUGHT TO BE SOME OTHER FACE WHICH KILLS IF IT BE ONLY SEEN. WELL, THEN, WAS THE SON VISIBLE? (CERTAINLY NOT,) ALTHOUGH HE WAS THE FACE OF GOD, EXCEPT ONLY IN VISION AND DREAM, AND IN A GLASS AND ENIGMA, BECAUSE THE WORD AND SPIRIT (OF GOD) CANNOT BE SEEN EXCEPT IN AN IMAGINARY FORM. BUT, (THEY SAY,) HE CALLS THE INVISIBLE FATHER HIS FACE. FOR WHO IS THE FATHER? MUST HE NOT BE THE FACE OF THE SON, BY REASON OF THAT AUTHORITY WHICH HE OBTAINS AS THE BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER? FOR IS THERE NOT A NATURAL PROPRIETY IN SAYING OF SOME PERSONAGE GREATER (THAN YOURSELF), THAT MAN IS MY FACE; HE GIVES ME HIS COUNTENANCE? "MY FATHER," SAYS CHRIST, "IS GREATER THAN I." THEREFORE, THE FATHER MUST BE THE FACE OF THE SON. FOR WHAT DOES THE SCRIPTURE SAY? "THE SPIRIT OF HIS PERSON IS CHRIST THE LORD." AS THEREFORE CHRIST IS THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER'S PERSON, THERE IS GOOD REASON WHY, IN VIRTUE INDEED OF THE UNITY, THE SPIRIT OF HIM TO WHOSE PERSON HE BELONGED -- THAT IS TO SAY, THE FATHER -- PRONOUNCED HIM TO BE HIS "FACE." NOW THIS, TO BE SURE, IS AN ASTONISHING THING, THAT THE FATHER CAN BE TAKEN TO BE THE FACE OF THE SON, WHEN HE IS HIS HEAD; FOR "THE HEAD OF CHRIST IS GOD." 
CHAPTER 15 -- NEW TESTAMENT PASSAGES QUOTED. THEY ATTEST THE SAME TRUTH OF THE SON'S VISIBILITY CONTRASTED WITH THE FATHER'S INVISIBILITY. 
IF I FAIL IN RESOLVING THIS ARTICLE (OF OUR FAITH) BY PASSAGES WHICH MAY ADMIT OF DISPUTE OUT OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, I WILL TAKE OUT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT A CONFIRMATION OF OUR VIEW, THAT YOU MAY NOT STRAIGHTWAY ATTRIBUTE TO THE FATHER EVERY POSSIBLE (RELATION AND CONDITION) WHICH I ASCRIBE TO THE SON. BEHOLD, THEN, I FIND BOTH IN THE GOSPELS AND IN THE (WRITINGS OF THE) APOSTLES A VISIBLE AND AN INVISIBLE GOD (REVEALED TO US), UNDER A MANIFEST AND PERSONAL DISTINCTION IN THE CONDITION OF BOTH. THERE IS A CERTAIN EMPHATIC SAYING BY JOHN: "NO MAN HAS SEEN GOD AT ANY TIME;" MEANING, OF COURSE, AT ANY PREVIOUS TIME, BUT HE HAS INDEED TAKEN AWAY ALL QUESTION OF TIME, BY SAYING THAT GOD HAD NEVER BEEN SEEN. THE APOSTLE CONFIRMS THIS STATEMENT; FOR, SPEAKING OF GOD, HE SAYS, "WHOM NO MAN HAS SEEN, NOR CAN SEE;" BECAUSE THE MAN INDEED WOULD DIE WHO SHOULD SEE HIM. BUT THE VERY SAME APOSTLES TESTIFY THAT THEY HAD BOTH SEEN AND "HANDLED" CHRIST." NOW, IF CHRIST IS HIMSELF BOTH THE FATHER AND THE SON, HOW CAN HE BE BOTH THE VISIBLE AND THE INVISIBLE? IN ORDER, HOWEVER, TO RECONCILE THIS DIVERSITY BETWEEN THE VISIBLE AND THE INVISIBLE, WILL NOT SOME ONE ON THE OTHER SIDE ARGUE THAT THE TWO STATEMENTS ARE QUITE CORRECT: THAT HE WAS VISIBLE INDEED IN THE FLESH, BUT WAS INVISIBLE BEFORE HIS APPEARANCE IN THE FLESH; SO THAT HE WHO AS THE FATHER WAS INVISIBLE BEFORE THE FLESH, IS THE SAME AS THE SON WHO WAS VISIBLE IN THE FLESH? IF, HOWEVER, HE IS THE SAME WHO WAS INVISIBLE BEFORE THE INCARNATION, HOW COMES IT THAT HE WAS ACTUALLY SEEN IN ANCIENT TIMES BEFORE (COMING IN) THE FLESH? AND BY PARITY OF REASONING, IF HE IS THE SAME WHO WAS VISIBLE AFTER (COMING IN) THE FLESH, HOW HAPPENS IT THAT HE IS NOW DECLARED TO BE INVISIBLE BY THE APOSTLES? HOW, I REPEAT, CAN ALL THIS BE, UNLESS IT BE THAT HE IS ONE, WHO ANCIENTLY WAS VISIBLE ONLY IN MYSTERY AND ENIGMA, AND BECAME MORE CLEARLY VISIBLE BY HIS INCARNATION, EVEN THE WORD WHO WAS ALSO MADE FLESH; WHILST HE IS ANOTHER WHOM NO MAN HAS SEEN AT ANY TIME, BEING NONE ELSE THAN THE FATHER, EVEN HIM TO WHOM THE WORD BELONGS? LET US, IN SHORT, EXAMINE WHO IT IS WHOM THE APOSTLES SAW. "THAT," SAYS JOHN, "WHICH WE HAVE SEEN WITH OUR EYES, WHICH WE HAVE LOOKED UPON, AND OUR HANDS HAVE HANDLED, OF THE WORD OF LIFE." NOW THE WORD OF LIFE BECAME FLESH, AND WAS HEARD, AND WAS SEEN, AND WAS HANDLED, BECAUSE HE WAS FLESH WHO, BEFORE HE CAME IN THE FLESH, WAS THE "WORD IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD" THE FATHER, AND NOT THE FATHER WITH THE WORD. FOR ALTHOUGH THE WORD WAS GOD, YET WAS HE WITH GOD, BECAUSE HE IS GOD OF GOD; AND BEING JOINED TO THE FATHER, IS WITH THE FATHER. "AND WE HAVE SEEN HIS GLORY, THE GLORY AS OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER;" THAT IS, OF COURSE, (THE GLORY) OF THE SON, EVEN HIM WHO WAS VISIBLE, AND WAS GLORIFIED BY THE INVISIBLE FATHER. AND THEREFORE, INASMUCH AS HE HAD SAID THAT THE WORD OF GOD WAS GOD, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT GIVE NO HELP TO THE PRESUMPTION OF THE ADVERSARY, (WHICH PRETENDED) THAT HE HAD SEEN THE FATHER HIMSELF AND IN ORDER TO DRAW A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE INVISIBLE FATHER AND THE VISIBLE SON, HE MAKES THE ADDITIONAL ASSERTION, EX ABUNDANTI AS IT WERE: "NO MAN HAS SEEN GOD AT ANY TIME." WHAT GOD DOES HE MEAN? THE WORD? BUT HE HAS ALREADY SAID: "HIM WE HAVE SEEN AND HEARD, AND OUR HANDS HAVE HANDLED THE WORD OF LIFE." WELL, (I MUST AGAIN ASK,) WHAT GOD DOES HE MEAN? IT IS OF COURSE THE FATHER, WITH WHOM WAS THE WORD, THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, WHO IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, AND HAS HIMSELF DECLARED HIM. HE WAS BOTH HEARD AND SEEN AND, THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE SUPPOSED TO BE A PHANTOM, WAS ACTUALLY HANDLED. HIM, TOO, DID PAUL BEHOLD; BUT YET HE SAW NOT THE FATHER. "HAVE I NOT," HE SAYS, "SEEN JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD?" MOREOVER, HE EXPRESSLY CALLED CHRIST GOD, SAYING: "OF WHOM ARE THE FATHERS, AND OF WHOM AS CONCERNING THE FLESH CHRIST CAME, WHO IS OVER ALL, GOD BLESSED FOR EVER." HE SHOWS US ALSO THAT THE SON OF GOD, WHICH IS THE WORD OF GOD, IS VISIBLE, BECAUSE HE WHO BECAME FLESH WAS CALLED CHRIST. OF THE FATHER, HOWEVER, HE SAYS TO TIMOTHY: "WHOM NONE AMONG MEN HAS SEEN, NOR INDEED CAN SEE;" AND HE ACCUMULATES THE DESCRIPTION IN STILL AMPLER TERMS: "WHO ONLY HAS IMMORTALITY, AND DWELLS IN THE LIGHT WHICH NO MAN CAN APPROACH TO." IT WAS OF HIM, TOO, THAT HE HAD SAID IN A PREVIOUS PASSAGE: "NOW TO THE KING ETERNAL, IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, TO THE ONLY GOD;" SO THAT WE MIGHT APPLY EVEN THE CONTRARY QUALITIES TO THE SON HIMSELF -- MORTALITY, ACCESSIBILITY -- OF WHOM THE APOSTLE TESTIFIES THAT "HE DIED ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES," AND THAT "HE WAS SEEN BY HIMSELF LAST OF ALL," -- BY MEANS, OF COURSE, OF THE LIGHT WHICH WAS ACCESSIBLE, ALTHOUGH IT WAS NOT WITHOUT IMPERILING HIS SIGHT THAT HE EXPERIENCED THAT LIGHT. A LIKE DANGER TO WHICH ALSO BEFELL PETER, AND JOHN, AND JAMES, (WHO CONFRONTED NOT THE SAME LIGHT) WITHOUT RISKING THE LOSS OF THEIR REASON AND MIND; AND IF THEY, WHO WERE UNABLE TO ENDURE THE GLORY OF THE SON, HAD ONLY SEEN THE FATHER, THEY MUST HAVE DIED THEN AND THERE: "FOR NO MAN SHALL SEE GOD, AND LIVE." THIS BEING THE CASE, IT IS EVIDENT THAT HE WAS ALWAYS SEEN FROM THE BEGINNING, WHO BECAME VISIBLE IN THE END; AND THAT HE, (ON THE CONTRARY,) WAS NOT SEEN IN THE END WHO HAD NEVER BEEN VISIBLE FROM THE BEGINNING; AND THAT ACCORDINGLY THERE ARE TWO -- THE VISIBLE AND THE INVISIBLE. IT WAS THE SON, THEREFORE, WHO WAS ALWAYS SEEN, AND THE SON WHO ALWAYS CONVERSED WITH MEN, AND THE SON WHO HAS ALWAYS WORKED BY THE AUTHORITY AND WILL OF THE FATHER; BECAUSE "THE SON CAN DO NOTHING OF HIMSELF, BUT WHAT HE SEES THE FATHER DO" -- "DO" THAT IS, IN HIS MIND AND THOUGHT. FOR THE FATHER ACTS BY MIND AND THOUGHT; WHILST THE SON, WHO IS IN THE FATHER'S MIND AND THOUGHT, GIVES EFFECT AND FORM TO WHAT HE SEES. THUS, ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY TILE SON, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANYTHING MADE. 
CHAPTER 16 -- EARLY MANIFESTATIONS OF THE SON OF GOD, AS RECORDED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT; REHEARSALS OF HIS SUBSEQUENT INCARNATION. 
BUT YOU MUST NOT SUPPOSE THAT ONLY THE WORKS WHICH RELATE TO THE (CREATION OF THE) WORLD WERE MADE BY THE SON, BUT ALSO WHATSOEVER SINCE THAT TIME HAS BEEN DONE BY GOD. FOR "THE FATHER WHO LOVES THE SON, AND HAS GIVEN ALL THINGS INTO HIS HAND," LOVES HIM INDEED FROM THE BEGINNING, AND FROM THE VERY FIRST HAS HANDED ALL THINGS OVER TO HIM. WHENCE IT IS WRITTEN, "FROM THE BEGINNING THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD;" TO WHOM "IS GIVEN BY THE FATHER ALL POWER IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH." "THE FATHER JUDGES NO MAN, BUT HAS COMMITTED ALL JUDGMENT TO THE SON" -- FROM THE VERY BEGINNING EVEN. FOR WHEN HE SPEAKS OF ALL POWER AND ALL JUDGMENT, AND SAYS THAT ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN DELIVERED INTO HIS HAND, HE ALLOWS NO EXCEPTION (IN RESPECT) OF TIME, BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT BE ALL THINGS UNLESS THEY WERE THE THINGS OF ALL TIME. IT IS THE SON, THEREFORE, WHO HAS BEEN FROM THE BEGINNING ADMINISTERING JUDGMENT, THROWING DOWN THE HAUGHTY TOWER, AND DIVIDING THE TONGUES, PUNISHING THE WHOLE WORLD BY THE VIOLENCE OF WATERS, RAINING UPON SODOM AND GOMORRAH FIRE AND BRIMSTONE, AS THE LORD FROM THE LORD. FOR HE IT WAS WHO AT ALL TIMES CAME DOWN TO HOLD CONVERSE WITH MEN, FROM ADAM ON TO THE PATRIARCHS AND THE PROPHETS, IN VISION, IN DREAM, IN MIRROR, IN DARK SAYING; EVER FROM THE BEGINNING LAYING THE FOUNDATION OF THE COURSE OF HIS DISPENSATIONS, WHICH HE MEANT TO FOLLOW OUT TO THE VERY LAST. THUS, WAS HE EVER LEARNING EVEN AS GOD TO CONVERSE WITH MEN UPON EARTH, BEING NO OTHER THAN THE WORD WHICH WAS TO BE MADE FLESH. BUT HE WAS THUS LEARNING (OR REHEARSING), IN ORDER TO LEVEL FOR US THE WAY OF FAITH, THAT WE MIGHT THE MORE READILY BELIEVE THAT THE SON OF GOD HAD COME DOWN INTO THE WORLD, IF WE KNEW THAT IN TIMES PAST ALSO SOMETHING SIMILAR HAD BEEN DONE. FOR AS IT WAS ON OUR ACCOUNT AND FOR OUR LEARNING THAT THESE EVENTS ARE DESCRIBED IN THE SCRIPTURES, SO FOR OUR SAKES ALSO WERE THEY DONE -- (EVEN OURS, I SAY), "UPON WHOM THE ENDS OF THE WORLD ARE COME." IN THIS WAY IT WAS THAT EVEN THEN HE KNEW FULL WELL WHAT HUMAN FEELINGS AND AFFECTIONS WERE, INTENDING AS HE ALWAYS DID TO TAKE UPON HIM MAN'S ACTUAL COMPONENT SUBSTANCES, BODY AND SOUL, MAKING INQUIRY OF ADAM (AS IF HE WERE IGNORANT), "WHERE ART THOU, ADAM?" -- REPENTING THAT HE HAD MADE MAN, AS IF HE HAD LACKED FORESIGHT; TEMPTING ABRAHAM, AS IF IGNORANT OF WHAT WAS IN MAN; OFFENDED WITH PERSONS, AND THEN RECONCILED TO THEM; AND WHATEVER OTHER (WEAKNESSES AND IMPERFECTIONS) THE HERETICS LAY HOLD OF (IN THEIR ASSUMPTIONS) AS UNWORTHY OF GOD, IN ORDER TO DISCREDIT THE CREATOR, NOT CONSIDERING THAT THESE CIRCUMSTANCES ARE SUITABLE ENOUGH FOR THE SON, WHO WAS ONE DAY TO EXPERIENCE EVEN HUMAN SUFFERINGS -- HUNGER AND THIRST, AND TEARS, AND ACTUAL BIRTH AND REAL DEATH, AND IN RESPECT OF SUCH A DISPENSATION "MADE BY THE FATHER A LITTLE LESS THAN THE ANGELS." BUT THE HERETICS, YOU MAY BE SURE, WILL NOT ALLOW THAT THOSE THINGS ARE SUITABLE EVEN TO THE SON OF GOD, WHICH YOU ARE IMPUTING TO THE VERY FATHER HIMSELF, WHEN YOU PRETEND THAT HE MADE HIMSELF LESS (THAN THE ANGELS) ON OUR ACCOUNT; WHEREAS THE SCRIPTURE INFORMS US THAT HE WHO WAS MADE LESS WAS SO AFFECTED BY ANOTHER, AND NOT HIMSELF BY HIMSELF. WHAT, AGAIN, IF HE WAS ONE WHO WAS "CROWNED WITH GLORY AND HONOUR," AND HE ANOTHER BY WHOM HE WAS SO CROWNED, -- THE SON, IN FACT, BY THE FATHER? MOREOVER, HOW COMES IT TO PASS, THAT THE ALMIGHTY INVISIBLE GOD, "WHOM NO MAN HAS SEEN NOR CAN SEE; HE WHO DWELLS IN LIGHT UNAPPROACHABLE;" "HE WHO DWELLS NOT IN TEMPLES MADE WITH HANDS;" "FROM BEFORE WHOSE SIGHT THE EARTH TREMBLES, AND THE MOUNTAINS MELT LIKE WAX;" WHO HOLDS THE WHOLE WORLD IN HIS HAND "LIKE A NEST;" "WHOSE THRONE IS HEAVEN, AND EARTH HIS FOOTSTOOL;" IN WHOM IS EVERY PLACE, BUT HIMSELF IS IN NO PLACE; WHO IS THE UTMOST BOUND OF THE UNIVERSE; -- HOW HAPPENS IT, I SAY, THAT HE (WHO, THOUGH) THE MOST HIGH, SHOULD YET HAVE WALKED IN PARADISE TOWARDS THE COAL OF THE EVENING, IN QUEST OF ADAM; AND SHOULD HAVE SHUT UP THE ARK AFTER NOAH HAD ENTERED IT; AND AT ABRAHAM'S TENT SHOULD HAVE REFRESHED HIMSELF UNDER AN OAK; AND HAVE CALLED TO MOSES OUT OF THE BURNING BUSH; AND HAVE APPEARED AS "THE FOURTH" IN THE FURNACE OF THE BABYLONIAN MONARCH (ALTHOUGH HE IS THERE CALLED THE SON OF MAN), -- UNLESS ALL THESE EVENTS HAD HAPPENED AS AN IMAGE, AS A MIRROR, AS AN ENIGMA (OF THE FUTURE INCARNATION)? SURELY EVEN THESE THINGS COULD NOT HAVE BEEN BELIEVED EVEN OF THE SON OF GOD, UNLESS THEY HAD BEEN GIVEN US IN THE SCRIPTURES; POSSIBLY ALSO THEY COULD NOT HAVE BEEN BELIEVED OF THE FATHER, EVEN IF THEY HAD BEEN GIVEN IN THE SCRIPTURES, SINCE THESE MEN BRING HIM DOWN INTO MARY'S WOMB, AND SET HIM BEFORE PILATE'S JUDGMENT-SEAT, AND BURY HIM IN THE SEPULCHER OF JOSEPH. HENCE, THEREFORE, THEIR ERROR BECOMES MANIFEST; FOR, BEING IGNORANT THAT THE ENTIRE ORDER OF THE DIVINE ADMINISTRATION HAS FROM THE VERY FIRST HAD ITS COURSE THROUGH THE AGENCY OF THE SON, THEY BELIEVE THAT THE FATHER HIMSELF WAS ACTUALLY SEEN, AND HELD CONVERSE WITH MEN. AND WORKED, AND WAS ATHIRST, AND SUFFERED HUNGER (IN SPITE OF THE PROPHET WHO SAYS: "THE EVERLASTING GOD, THE LORD, THE CREATOR OF THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, SHALL NEVER THIRST AT ALL, NOR BE HUNGRY;" MUCH MORE, SHALL NEITHER DIE AT ANY TIME, NOR BE BURIED!), AND THEREFORE THAT IT WAS UNIFORMLY ONE GOD, EVEN THE FATHER, WHO AT ALL TIMES DID HIMSELF THE THINGS WHICH WERE REALLY DONE BY HIM THROUGH THE AGENCY OF THE SON. 
CHAPTER 17 -- SUNDRY AUGUST TITLES, DESCRIPTIVE OF DEITY, APPLIED TO THE SON, NOT, AS PRAXEAS WOULD HAVE IT, ONLY TO THE FATHER. 
THEY MORE READILY SUPPOSED THAT THE FATHER ACTED IN THE SON'S NAME, THAN THAT THE SON ACTED IN THE FATHER'S; ALTHOUGH THE LORD SAYS HIMSELF, "I AM COME IN MY FATHER'S NAME;" AND EVEN TO THE FATHER HE DECLARES, "I HAVE MANIFESTED YOUR NAME TO THESE MEN;" WHILST THE SCRIPTURE LIKEWISE SAYS, "BLESSED IS HE THAT COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD," THAT IS TO SAY, THE SON IN THE FATHER'S NAME. AND AS FOR THE FATHER'S NAMES, GOD ALMIGHTY, THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], THE LORD OF HOSTS, THE KING OF ISRAEL, THE "ONE THAT IS," WE SAY (FOR SO MUCH DO THE SCRIPTURES TEACH US) THAT THEY BELONGED SUITABLY TO THE SON ALSO, AND THAT THE SON CAME UNDER THESE DESIGNATIONS, AND HAS ALWAYS ACTED IN THEM, AND HAS THUS MANIFESTED THEM IN HIMSELF TO MEN. "ALL THINGS," SAYS HE, "WHICH THE FATHER HAS ARE MINE." THEN WHY NOT HIS NAMES ALSO? WHEN, THEREFORE, YOU READ OF ALMIGHTY GOD, AND THE MOST HIGH, AND THE GOD OF HOSTS, AND THE KING OF ISRAEL THE "ONE THAT IS," CONSIDER WHETHER THE SON ALSO BE NOT INDICATED BY THESE DESIGNATIONS, WHO IN HIS OWN RIGHT IS GOD ALMIGHTY, IN THAT HE IS THE WORD OF ALMIGHTY GOD, AND HAS RECEIVED POWER OVER ALL; IS THE MOST HIGH, IN THAT HE IS "EXALTED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD," AS PETER DECLARES IN THE ACTS; IS THE LORD OF HOSTS, BECAUSE ALL THINGS ARE BY THE FATHER MADE SUBJECT TO HIM; IS THE KING OF ISRAEL BECAUSE TO HIM HAS ESPECIALLY BEEN COMMITTED THE DESTINY OF THAT NATION; AND IS LIKEWISE "THE ONE THAT IS," BECAUSE THERE ARE MANY WHO ARE CALLED SONS, BUT ARE NOT. AS TO THE POINT MAINTAINED BY THEM, THAT THE NAME OF CHRIST BELONGS ALSO TO THE FATHER, THEY SHALL HEAR (WHAT I HAVE TO SAY) IN THE PROPER PLACE. MEANWHILE, LET THIS BE MY IMMEDIATE ANSWER TO THE ARGUMENT WHICH THEY ADDUCE FROM THE REVELATION OF JOHN: "I AM THE LORD WHICH IS, AND WHICH WAS, AND WHICH IS TO COME, THE ALMIGHTY;" AND FROM ALL OTHER PASSAGES WHICH IN THEIR OPINION MAKE THE DESIGNATION OF ALMIGHTY GOD UNSUITABLE TO THE SON. AS IF, INDEED, HE WHICH IS TO CAME WERE NOT ALMIGHTY; WHEREAS EVEN THE SON OF THE ALMIGHTY IS AS MUCH ALMIGHTY AS THE SON OF GOD IS GOD. 
CHAPTER 18 -- THE DESIGNATION OF THE ONE GOD IN THE PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES. INTENDED AS A PROTEST AGAINST HEATHEN IDOLATRY, IT DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE CORRELATIVE IDEA OF THE SON OF GOD. THE SON IS IN THE FATHER. 
BUT WHAT HINDERS THEM FROM READILY PERCEIVING THIS COMMUNITY OF THE FATHER'S TITLES IN THE SON, IS THE STATEMENT OF SCRIPTURE, WHENEVER IT DETERMINES GOD TO BE BUT ONE; AS IF THE SELFSAME SCRIPTURE HAD NOT ALSO SET FORTH TWO BOTH AS GOD AND LORD, AS WE HAVE SHOWN ABOVE. THEIR ARGUMENT IS: SINCE WE FIND TWO AND ONE, THEREFORE BOTH ARE ONE AND THE SAME, BOTH FATHER AND SON. NOW THE SCRIPTURE IS NOT IN DANGER OF REQUIRING THE AID OF ANY ONE'S ARGUMENT, LEST IT SHOULD SEEM TO BE SELF-CONTRADICTORY. IT HAS A METHOD OF ITS OWN, BOTH WHEN IT SETS FORTH ONE ONLY GOD, AND ALSO WHEN IT SHOWS THAT THERE ARE TWO, FATHER AND SON; AND IS CONSISTENT WITH ITSELF. IT IS CLEAR THAT THE SON IS MENTIONED BY IT. FOR, WITHOUT ANY DETRIMENT TO THE SON, IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE FOR IT TO HAVE RIGHTLY DETERMINED THAT GOD IS ONLY ONE, TO WHOM THE SON BELONGS; SINCE HE WHO HAS A SON CEASES NOT ON THAT ACCOUNT TO EXIST, -- HIMSELF BEING ONE ONLY, THAT IS, ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT, WHENEVER HE IS NAMED WITHOUT THE SON. AND HE IS NAMED WITHOUT THE SON, WHENSOEVER HE IS DEFINED AS THE PRINCIPLE (OF DEITY) IN THE CHARACTER OF "ITS FIRST PERSON," WHICH HAD TO BE MENTIONED BEFORE THE NAME OF THE SON; BECAUSE IT IS THE FATHER WHO IS ACKNOWLEDGED IN THE FIRST PLACE, AND AFTER THE FATHER THE SON IS NAMED. THEREFORE "THERE IS ONE GOD," THE FATHER, "AND WITHOUT HIM THERE IS NONE ELSE." AND WHEN HE HIMSELF MAKES THIS DECLARATION, HE DENIES NOT THE SON, BUT SAYS THAT THERE IS NO OTHER GOD; AND THE SON IS NOT DIFFERENT FROM THE FATHER. INDEED, IF YOU ONLY LOOK CAREFULLY AT THE CONTEXTS WHICH FOLLOW SUCH STATEMENTS AS THIS, YOU WILL FIND THAT THEY NEARLY ALWAYS HAVE DISTINCT REFERENCE TO THE MAKERS OF IDOLS AND THE WORSHIPPERS THEREOF, WITH A VIEW TO THE MULTITUDE OF FALSE GODS BEING EXPELLED BY THE UNITY OF THE GODHEAD, WHICH NEVERTHELESS HAS A SON; AND INASMUCH AS THIS SON IS UNDIVIDED AND INSEPARABLE FROM THE FATHER, SO IS HE TO BE RECKONED AS BEING IN THE FATHER, EVEN WHEN HE IS NOT NAMED. THE FACT IS, IF HE HAD NAMED HIM EXPRESSLY, HE WOULD HAVE SEPARATED HIM, SAYING IN SO MANY WORDS: "BESIDE ME THERE IS NONE ELSE, EXCEPT MY SON." IN SHORT, HE WOULD HAVE MADE HIS SON ACTUALLY ANOTHER, AFTER EXCEPTING HIM FROM OTHERS. SUPPOSE THE SUN TO SAY, "I AM THE SUN, AND THERE IS NONE OTHER BESIDES ME, EXCEPT MY RAY," WOULD YOU NOT HAVE REMARKED HOW USELESS WAS SUCH A STATEMENT, AS IF THE RAY WERE NOT ITSELF RECKONED IN THE SUN? HE SAYS, THEN, THAT THERE IS NO GOD' BESIDES HIMSELF IN RESPECT OF THE IDOLATRY BOTH OF THE GENTILES AS WELL AS OF ISRAEL; NAY, EVEN ON ACCOUNT OF OUR HERETICS ALSO, WHO FABRICATE IDOLS WITH THEIR WORDS, JUST AS THE HEATHEN DO WITH THEIR HANDS; THAT IS TO SAY, THEY MAKE ANOTHER GOD AND ANOTHER CHRIST. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE ATTESTED HIS OWN UNITY, THE FATHER TOOK CARE OF THE SON'S INTERESTS, THAT CHRIST SHOULD NOT BE SUPPOSED TO HAVE COME FROM ANOTHER GOD, BUT FROM HIM WHO HAD ALREADY SAID, "I AM GOD AND THERE IS NONE OTHER BESIDE ME," WHO SHOWS US THAT HE IS THE ONLY GOD, BUT IN COMPANY WITH HIS SON, WITH WHOM "HE STRETCHES OUT THE HEAVENS ALONE." 
CHAPTER 19 -- THE SON IN UNION WITH THE FATHER IN THE CREATION OF ALL THINGS. THIS UNION OF THE TWO IN CO-OPERATION IS NOT OPPOSED TO THE TRUE UNITY OF GOD. IT IS OPPOSED ONLY TO PRAXEAS' IDENTIFICATION THEORY. 
BUT THIS VERY DECLARATION OF HIS THEY WILL HASTILY PERVERT INTO AN ARGUMENT OF HIS SINGLENESS. "I HAVE," SAYS HE, "STRETCHED OUT THE HEAVEN ALONE." UNDOUBTEDLY ALONE AS REGARDS ALL OTHER POWERS; AND HE THUS GIVES A PREMONITORY EVIDENCE AGAINST THE CONJECTURES OF THE HERETICS, WHO MAINTAIN THAT THE WORLD WAS CONSTRUCTED BY VARIOUS ANGELS AND POWERS, WHO ALSO MAKE THE CREATOR HIMSELF TO HAVE BEEN EITHER AN ANGEL OR SOME SUBORDINATE AGENT SENT TO FORM EXTERNAL THINGS, SUCH AS THE CONSTITUENT PARTS OF THE WORLD, BUT WHO WAS AT THE SAME TIME IGNORANT OF THE DIVINE PURPOSE. IF, NOW, IT IS IN THIS SENSE THAT HE STRETCHES OUT THE HEAVENS ALONE, HOW IS IT THAT THESE HERETICS ASSUME THEIR POSITION SO PERVERSELY, AS TO RENDER INADMISSIBLE THE SINGLENESS OF THAT WISDOM WHICH SAYS, "WHEN HE PREPARED THE HEAVEN, I WAS PRESENT WITH HIM?" -- EVEN THOUGH THE APOSTLE ASKS, "WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO HAS BEEN HIS COUNSELLOR?" MEANING, OF COURSE, TO EXCEPT THAT WISDOM WHICH WAS PRESENT WITH HIM. IN HIM, AT ANY RATE, AND WITH HIM, DID (WISDOM) CONSTRUCT THE UNIVERSE, HE NOT BEING IGNORANT OF WHAT SHE WAS MAKING. "EXCEPT WISDOM," HOWEVER, IS A PHRASE OF THE SAME SENSE EXACTLY AS "EXCEPT THE SON," WHO IS CHRIST, "THE WISDOM AND POWER OF GOD," ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE, WHO ONLY KNOWS THE MIND OF THE FATHER. "FOR WHO KNOWS THE THINGS THAT BE IN GOD, EXCEPT THE SPIRIT WHICH IS IN HIM?" NOT, OBSERVE, WITHOUT HIM. THERE WAS THEREFORE ONE WHO CAUSED GOD TO BE NOT ALONE, EXCEPT "ALONE" FROM ALL OTHER GADS. BUT (IF WE ARE TO FOLLOW THE HERETICS), THE GOSPEL ITSELF WILL HAVE TO BE REJECTED, BECAUSE IT TELLS US THAT ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY GOD THROUGH THE WORD, WITHOUT WHOM NOTHING WAS MADE. AND IF I AM NOT MISTAKEN, THERE IS ALSO ANOTHER PASSAGE IN WHICH IT IS WRITTEN: "BY THE WORD OF THE LORD WERE THE HEAVENS MADE, AND ALL THE HOSTS OF THEM BY HIS SPIRIT." NOW THIS WORD, THE POWER OF GOD AND THE WISDOM OF GOD, MUST BE THE VERY SON OF GOD. SO THAT, IF (HE DID) ALL THINGS BY THE SON, HE MUST HAVE STRETCHED OUT THE HEAVENS BY THE SON, AND SO NOT HAVE STRETCHED THEM OUT ALONE, EXCEPT IN THE SENSE IN WHICH HE IS "ALONE" (AND APART) FROM ALL OTHER GODS. ACCORDINGLY, HE SAYS, CONCERNING THE SON, IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARDS: "WHO ELSE IS IT THAT FRUSTRATES THE TOKENS OF THE LIARS, AND MAKES DIVINERS MAD, TURNING WISE MEN BACKWARD, AND MAKING THEIR KNOWLEDGE FOOLISH, AND CONFIRMING THE WORDS OF HIS SON?" -- AS, FOR INSTANCE, WHEN HE SAID, "THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED; HEAR HIM." BY THUS ATTACHING THE SON TO HIMSELF, HE BECOMES HIS OWN INTERPRETER IN WHAT SENSE HE STRETCHED OUT THE HEAVENS ALONE, MEANING ALONE WITH HIS SON, EVEN AS HE IS ONE WITH HIS SON. THE UTTERANCE, THEREFORE, WILL BE IN LIKE MANNER THE SON'S, "I HAVE STRETCHED OUT THE HEAVENS ALONE," BECAUSE BY THE WORD WERE THE HEAVENS ESTABLISHED. INASMUCH, THEN, AS THE HEAVEN WAS PREPARED WHEN WISDOM WAS PRESENT IN THE WORD, AND SINCE ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY THE WORD, IT IS QUITE CORRECT TO SAY THAT EVEN THE SON STRETCHED OUT THE HEAVEN ALONE, BECAUSE HE ALONE MINISTERED TO THE FATHER'S WORK. IT MUST ALSO BE HE WHO SAYS, "I AM THE FIRST, AND TO ALL FUTURITY I AM." THE WORD, NO DOUBT, WAS BEFORE ALL THINGS. "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD;" AND IN THAT BEGINNING HE WAS SENT FORTH BY THE FATHER. THE FATHER, HOWEVER, HAS NO BEGINNING, AS PROCEEDING FROM NONE; NOR CAN HE BE SEEN, SINCE HE WAS NOT BEGOTTEN. HE WHO HAS ALWAYS BEEN ALONE COULD NEVER HAVE HAD ORDER OR RANK. THEREFORE, IF THEY HAVE DETERMINED THAT THE FATHER AND THE SON MUST BE REGARDED AS ONE AND THE SAME, FOR THE EXPRESS PURPOSE OF VINDICATING THE UNITY OF GOD, THAT UNITY OF HIS IS PRESERVED INTACT; FOR HE IS ONE, AND YET HE HAS A SON, WHO IS EQUALLY WITH HIMSELF COMPREHENDED IN THE SAME SCRIPTURES. SINCE THEY ARE UNWILLING TO ALLOW THAT THE SON IS A DISTINCT PERSON, SECOND FROM THE FATHER, LEST, BEING THUS SECOND, HE SHOULD CAUSE TWO GODS TO BE SPOKEN OF, WE HAVE SHOWN ABOVE THAT TWO ARE ACTUALLY DESCRIBED IN SCRIPTURE AS GOD AND LORD. AND TO PREVENT THEIR BEING OFFENDED AT THIS FACT, WE GIVE A REASON WHY THEY ARE NOT SAID TO BE TWO GODS AND TWO LORDS, BUT THAT THEY ARE TWO AS FATHER AND SON; AND THIS NOT BY SEVERANCE OF THEIR SUBSTANCE, BUT FROM THE DISPENSATION WHEREIN WE DECLARE THE SON TO BE UNDIVIDED AND INSEPARABLE FROM THE FATHER, -- DISTINCT IN DEGREE, NOT IN STATE. AND ALTHOUGH, WHEN NAMED APART, HE IS CALLED GOD, HE DOES NOT THEREBY CONSTITUTE TWO GODS, BUT ONE; AND THAT FROM THE VERY CIRCUMSTANCE THAT HE IS ENTITLED TO BE CALLED GOD, FROM HIS UNION WITH THE FATHER. 
CHAPTER 20 -- THE SCRIPTURES RELIED ON BY PRAXEAS TO SUPPORT HIS HERESY BUT FEW. THEY ARE MENTIONED BY TERTULLIAN. 
BUT I MUST TAKE SOME FURTHER PAINS TO REBUT THEIR ARGUMENTS, WHEN THEY MAKE SELECTIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES IN SUPPORT OF THEIR OPINION, AND REFUSE TO CONSIDER THE OTHER POINTS, WHICH OBVIOUSLY MAINTAIN THE RULE OF FAITH WITHOUT ANY INFRACTION OF THE UNITY OF THE GODHEAD, AND WITH THE FULL ADMISSION OF THE MONARCHY. FOR AS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES THEY LAY HOLD OF NOTHING ELSE THAN, "I AM GOD, AND BESIDE ME THERE IS NO GOD ;" SO IN THE GOSPEL THEY SIMPLY KEEP IN VIEW THE LORD'S ANSWER TO PHILIP, "I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE;" AND, "HE THAT HAS SEEN ME HAS SEEN THE FATHER; AND I AM IN THE FATHER, AND THE FATHER IN ME." THEY WOULD HAVE THE ENTIRE REVELATION OF BOTH TESTAMENTS YIELD TO THESE THREE PASSAGES, WHEREAS THE ONLY PROPER COURSE IS TO UNDERSTAND THE FEW STATEMENTS IN THE LIGHT OF THE MANY. BUT IN THEIR CONTENTION, THEY ONLY ACT ON THE PRINCIPLE OF ALL HERETICS. FOR, INASMUCH AS ONLY A FEW TESTIMONIES ARE TO BE FOUND (MAKING FOR THEM) IN THE GENERAL MASS, THEY PERTINACIOUSLY SET OFF THE FEW AGAINST THE MANY, AND ASSUME THE LATER AGAINST THE EARLIER. THE RULE, HOWEVER, WHICH HAS BEEN FROM THE BEGINNING ESTABLISHED FOR EVERY CASE, GIVES ITS PRESCRIPTION AGAINST THE LATER ASSUMPTIONS, AS INDEED IT ALSO DOES AGAINST THE FEWER. 
CHAPTER 21 -- IN THIS AND THE FOUR FOLLOWING CHAPTERS IT IS SHEWN, BY A MINUTE ANALYSIS OF ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL, THAT THE FATHER AND SON ARE CONSTANTLY SPOKEN OF AS DISTINCT PERSONS. 
CONSIDER, THEREFORE, HOW MANY PASSAGES PRESENT THEIR PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY TO YOU IN, THIS VERY GOSPEL BEFORE THIS INQUIRY OF PHILIP, AND PREVIOUS TO ANY DISCUSSION ON YOUR PART. AND FIRST OF ALL, THERE COMES AT ONCE TO HAND THE PREAMBLE OF JOHN TO HIS GOSPEL, WHICH SHOWS US WHAT HE PREVIOUSLY WAS WHO HAD TO BECOME FLESH. "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD. HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD: ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOTHING MADE." NOW, SINCE THESE WORDS MAY NOT BE TAKEN OTHERWISE THAN AS THEY ARE WRITTEN, THERE IS WITHOUT DOUBT SHOWN TO BE ONE WHO WAS FROM THE BEGINNING, AND ALSO ONE WITH WHOM HE ALWAYS WAS: ONE THE WORD OF GOD, THE OTHER GOD ALTHOUGH THE WORD IS ALSO GOD, BUT GOD REGARDED AS THE SON OF GOD, NOT AS THE FATHER); ONE THROUGH WHOM WERE ALL THINGS, ANOTHER BY WHOM WERE ALL THINGS. BUT IN WHAT SENSE WE CALL HIM ANOTHER WE HAVE ALREADY OFTEN DESCRIBED. IN THAT WE CALLED HIM ANOTHER, WE MUST NEEDS IMPLY THAT HE IS NOT IDENTICAL -- NOT IDENTICAL INDEED, YET NOT AS IF SEPARATE; OTHER BY DISPENSATION, NOT BY DIVISION. HE, THEREFORE, WHO BECAME FLESH WAS NOT THE VERY SAME AS HE FROM WHOM THE WORD CAME. "HIS GLORY WAS BEHELD -- THE GLORY AS OF THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER;" NOT, (OBSERVE,) AS OF THE FATHER. HE "DECLARED" (WHAT WAS IN) "THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER ALONE;" THE FATHER DID NOT DIVULGE THE SECRETS OF HIS OWN BOSOM. FOR THIS IS PRECEDED BY ANOTHER STATEMENT: "NO MAN HAS SEEN GOD AT ANY TIME." THEN, AGAIN, WHEN HE IS DESIGNATED BY JOHN (THE BAPTIST) AS "THE LAMB OF GOD," HE IS NOT DESCRIBED AS HIMSELF THE SAME WITH HIM OF WHOM HE IS THE BELOVED SON. HE IS, NO DOUBT, EVER THE SON OF GOD, BUT YET NOT HE HIMSELF OF WHOM HE IS THE SON. THIS (DIVINE RELATIONSHIP) NATHANAEL AT ONCE RECOGNIZED IN HIM, EVEN AS PETER DID ON ANOTHER OCCASION: "YOU, ART THE SON OF GOD." AND HE AFFIRMED HIMSELF THAT THEY WERE QUITE RIGHT IN THEIR CONVICTIONS; FOR HE ANSWERED NATHANAEL: "BECAUSE I SAID, I SAW YOU UNDER THE FIG-TREE, THEREFORE DO YOU BELIEVE?" AND IN THE SAME MANNER HE PRONOUNCED PETER TO BE "BLESSED," INASMUCH AS "FLESH AND BLOOD HAD NOT REVEALED IT TO HIM" -- THAT HE HAD PERCEIVED THE FATHER -- "BUT THE FATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN." BY ASSERTING ALL THIS, HE DETERMINED THE DISTINCTION WHICH IS BETWEEN THE TWO PERSONS: THAT IS, THE SON THEN ON EARTH, WHOM PETER HAD CONFESSED TO BE THE SON OF GOD; AND THE FATHER IN HEAVEN, WHO HAD REVEALED TO PETER THE DISCOVERY WHICH HE HAD MADE, THAT CHRIST WAS THE SON OF GOD. WHEN HE ENTERED THE TEMPLE, HE CALLED IT "HIS FATHER'S HOUSE," SPEAKING AS THE SON. IN HIS ADDRESS TO NICODEMUS HE SAYS: "SO GOD LOVED THE WORLD, THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE." AND AGAIN: "FOR GOD SENT NOT HIS SON INTO THE WORLD TO CONDEMN THE WORLD, BUT THAT THE WORLD THROUGH HIM MIGHT BE SAVED. HE THAT BELIEVES IN HIM IS NOT CONDEMNED; BUT HE THAT DOES NOT BELIEVES IS CONDEMNED ALREADY, BECAUSE HE HAS NOT BELIEVED IN THE NAME OF THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD." MOREOVER, WHEN JOHN (THE BAPTIST) WAS ASKED WHAT HE HAPPENED TO KNOW OF JESUS, HE SAID: "THE FATHER LOVES THE SON, AND HAS GIVEN ALL THINGS INTO HIS HAND. HE THAT BELIEVES ON THE SON HAS EVERLASTING LIFE; AND HE THAT DOES NOT BELIEVES THE SON SHALL NOT SEE LIFE, BUT THE WRATH OF GOD ABIDES ON HIM." WHOM, INDEED, DID HE REVEAL TO THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA? WAS IT NOT "THE MESSIAH WHICH IS CALLED CHRIST?" AND SO, LIE SHOWED, OF COURSE, THAT HE WAS NOT THE FATHER, BUT THE SON; AND ELSEWHERE HE IS EXPRESSLY CALLED "THE CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD," AND NOT THE FATHER. HE SAYS, THEREFORE," MY MEAT IS TO DO THE WILL OF HIM THAT SENT ME, AND TO FINISH HIS WORK;" WHILST TO THE JEWS HE REMARKS RESPECTING THE CURE OF THE IMPOTENT MAN, "MY FATHER WORKS HITHERTO, AND I WORK." "MY FATHER AND I" -- THESE ARE THE SON'S WORDS. AND IT WAS ON THIS VERY ACCOUNT THAT "THE JEWS SOUGHT THE MORE INTENTLY TO KILL HIM, NOT ONLY BECAUSE HE BROKE THE SABBATH, BUT ALSO BECAUSE HE SAID THAT GOD WAS HIS FATHER, THUS MAKING HIMSELF EQUAL WITH GOD. THEN INDEED DID HE ANSWER AND SAY TO THEM, THE SON CAN DO NOTHING OF HIMSELF, BUT WHAT HE SEES THE FATHER DO; FOR WHAT THINGS SOEVER HE DOES THESE ALSO DOES THE SON LIKEWISE. FOR THE FATHER LOVES THE SON, AND SHOWS HIM ALL THINGS THAT HE HIMSELF DOES; AND HE WILL ALSO SHOW HIM GREATER WORKS THAN THESE, THAT YOU MAY MARVEL. FOR AS THE FATHER RAISES UP THE DEAD AND QUICKENS THEM, EVEN SO THE SON ALSO QUICKENS WHOM HE WILL. FOR THE FATHER JUDGES NO MAN, BUT HAS COMMITTED ALL JUDGMENT TO THE SON, THAT ALL MEN SHOULD HONOUR THE SON, EVEN AS THEY HONOUR THE FATHER. HE THAT HONOURS NOT THE SON, HONOURS NOT THE FATHER, WHO HAS SENT THE SON. VERILY, VERILY, I SAY TO YOU, HE THAT HEARS MY WORDS, AND BELIEVES ON HIM THAT SENT ME, HAS EVERLASTING LIFE, AND SHALL NOT COME INTO CONDEMNATION, BUT IS PASSED FROM DEATH TO LIFE. VERILY I SAY TO YOU, THAT THE HOUR IS COMING, WHEN THE DEAD SHALL HEAR THE VOICE OF THE SON OF GOD; AND WHEN THEY HAVE HEARD IT, THEY SHALL LIVE. FOR AS THE FATHER HAS ETERNAL LIFE IN HIMSELF, SO ALSO HAS HE GIVEN TO THE SON TO HAVE ETERNAL LIFE IN HIMSELF; AND HE HAS GIVEN HIM AUTHORITY TO EXECUTE JUDGMENT ALSO, BECAUSE HE IS THE SON OF MAN" -- THAT IS, ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, EVEN AS HE IS ALSO THE SON OF GOD THROUGH HIS SPIRIT. AFTERWARDS HE GOES ON TO SAY: "BUT I HAVE GREATER WITNESS THAN THAT OF JOHN; FOR THE WORKS WHICH THE FATHER HAS GIVEN ME TO FINISH -- THOSE VERY WORKS BEAR WITNESS OF ME THAT THE FATHER HAS SENT ME. AND THE FATHER HIMSELF, WHICH HAS SENT ME, HAS ALSO BORNE WITNESS OF ME." BUT HE AT ONCE ADDS, "YOU HAVE NEITHER HEARD HIS VOICE AT ANY TIME, NOR SEEN HIS SHAPE;" THUS AFFIRMING THAT IN FORMER TIMES IT WAS NOT THE FATHER, BUT THE SON, WHO USED TO BE SEEN AND HEARD. THEN HE SAYS AT LAST: "I AM COME IN MY FATHER'S NAME, AND YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED ME." IT WAS THEREFORE ALWAYS THE SON (OF WHOM WE READ) UNDER THE DESIGNATION OF THE ALMIGHTY AND MOST HIGH GOD, AND KING, AND LORD. TO THOSE ALSO WHO INQUIRED "WHAT THE SHOULD DO TO WORK THE WORKS OF GOD," HE ANSWERED, THIS, IS THE WORK OF GOD, THAT YOU BELIEVE ON HIM WHOM HE HAS SENT." HE ALSO DECLARES HIMSELF TO BE "THE BREAD WHICH THE FATHER SENT FROM HEAVEN;" AND ADDS, THAT "ALL THAT THE FATHER GAVE HIM SHOULD COME TO HIM, AND THAT HE HIMSELF WOULD NOT REJECT THEM," BECAUSE HE HAD COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN NOT TO DO HIS OWN WILL, BUT THE WILL OF THE FATHER; AND THAT THE WILL OF THE FATHER WAS THAT EVERY ONE WHO SAW THE SON, AND BELIEVED ON HIM, SHOULD OBTAIN THE LIFE (EVERLASTING,) AND THE RESURRECTION AT THE LAST DAY. NO MAN INDEED WAS ABLE TO COME TO HIM, EXCEPT THE FATHER ATTRACTED HIM; WHEREAS EVERY ONE WHO HAD HEARD AND LEARNT OF THE FATHER CAME TO HIM." HE GOES ON THEN EXPRESSLY TO SAY, "NOT THAT ANY MAN HAS SEEN THE FATHER;" THUS SHOWING US THAT IT WAS THROUGH THE WORD OF THE FATHER THAT MEN WERE INSTRUCTED AND TAUGHT. THEN, WHEN MANY DEPARTED FROM HIM, AND HE TURNED TO THE APOSTLES WITH THE INQUIRY WHETHER "THEY ALSO WOULD GO AWAY," WHAT WAS SIMON PETER'S ANSWER? "TO WHOM SHALL WE GO? YOU HAVE THE WORDS OF ETERNAL LIFE, AND WE BELIEVE THAT YOU ARE THE CHRIST." (TELL ME NOW, DID THEY BELIEVE) HIM TO BE THE FATHER, OR THE CHRIST OF THE FATHER? 
CHAPTER 22 -- SUNDRY PASSAGES OF ST. JOHN QUOTED, TO SHOW THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE FATHER AND THE SON. EVEN PRAXEAS' CLASSIC TEXT -- I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE -- SHOWN TO BE AGAINST HIM. 
AGAIN, WHOSE DOCTRINE DOES HE ANNOUNCE, AT WHICH ALL WERE ASTONISHED? WAS IT HIS OWN OR THE FATHER'S? SO, WHEN THEY WERE IN DOUBT AMONG THEMSELVES WHETHER HE WERE THE CHRIST (NOT AS BEING THE FATHER, OF COURSE BUT AS THE SON), HE SAYS TO THEM "YOU ARE NOT IGNORANT WHENCE I AM; AND I AM NOT COME OF MYSELF, BUT HE THAT SENT ME IS TRUE, WHOM YOU KNOW NOT; BUT I KNOW HIM, BECAUSE I AM FROM HIM." HE DID NOT SAY, BECAUSE I MYSELF AM HE; AND, I HAVE SENT MINE OWN SELF: BUT HIS WORDS ARE, "HE HAS SENT ME." WHEN, LIKEWISE, THE PHARISEES SENT MEN TO APPREHEND HIM, HE SAYS: "YET A LITTLE WHILE AM I WITH YOU, AND (THEN) I GO TO HIM THAT SENT ME." WHEN, HOWEVER, HE DECLARES THAT HE IS NOT ALONE, AND USES THESE WORDS, "BUT I AND THE FATHER THAT SENT ME," DOES HE NOT SHOW THAT THERE ARE TWO -- TWO, AND YET INSEPARABLE? INDEED, THIS WAS THE SUM: AND SUBSTANCE OF WHAT HE WAS TEACHING THEM, THAT THEY WERE INSEPARABLY TWO; SINCE, AFTER CITING THE LAW WHEN IT AFFIRMS THE TRUTH OF TWO MEN'S TESTIMONY, HE ADDS AT ONCE: "I AM ONE WHO AM BEARING WITNESS OF MYSELF; AND THE FATHER (IS ANOTHER,) WHO HAS SENT ME, AND BEARS WITNESS OF ME." NOW, IF HE WERE ONE -- BEING AT ONCE BOTH THE SON AND THE FATHER -- HE CERTAINLY WOULD NOT HAVE QUOTED THE SANCTION OF THE LAW, WHICH REQUIRES NOT THE TESTIMONY OF ONE, BUT OF TWO. LIKEWISE, WHEN THEY ASKED HIM WHERE HIS FATHER WAS, HE ANSWERED THEM, THAT THEY HAD KNOWN NEITHER HIMSELF NOR THE FATHER; AND IN THIS ANSWER HE PLAINLY TOLD THEM OF TWO, WHOM THEY WERE IGNORANT OF. GRANTED THAT "IF THEY HAD KNOWN HIM, THEY WOULD HAVE KNOWN THE FATHER ALSO," THIS CERTAINLY DOES NOT IMPLY THAT HE WAS HIMSELF BOTH FATHER AND SON; BUT THAT, BY REASON OF THE INSEPARABILITY OF THE TWO, IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ONE OF THEM TO BE EITHER ACKNOWLEDGED OR UNKNOWN WITHOUT THE OTHER. "HE THAT SENT ME," SAYS HE, "IS TRUE; AND I AM TELLING THE WORLD THOSE THINGS WHICH I HAVE HEARD OF HIM." AND THE SCRIPTURE NARRATIVE GOES ON TO EXPLAIN IN AN EXOTERIC MANNER, THAT "THEY UNDERSTOOD NOT THAT HE SPOKE TO THEM CONCERNING THE FATHER," ALTHOUGH THEY OUGHT CERTAINLY TO HAVE KNOWN THAT THE FATHER'S WORDS WERE UTTERED IN THE SON, BECAUSE THEY READ IN JEREMIAH, "AND THE LORD SAID TO ME, BEHOLD, I HAVE PUT MY WORDS IN THY MOUTH;" AND AGAIN IN ISAIAH, "THE LORD HAS GIVEN TO ME THE TONGUE OF LEARNING THAT I SHOULD UNDERSTAND WHEN TO SPEAK A WORD IN SEASON." IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHICH, CHRIST HIMSELF SAYS: "THEN SHALL YOU KNOW THAT I AM HE AND THAT I AM SAYING NOTHING OF MY OWN SELF; BUT THAT, AS MY FATHER HAS TAUGHT ME, SO I SPEAK, BECAUSE HE THAT SENT ME IS WITH ME." THIS ALSO AMOUNTS TO A PROOF THAT THEY WERE TWO, (ALTHOUGH) UNDIVIDED. LIKEWISE, WHEN UPBRAIDING THE JEWS IN HIS DISCUSSION WITH THEM, BECAUSE THEY WISHED TO KILL HIM, HE SAID, "I SPEAK THAT WHICH I HAVE SEEN WITH MY FATHER, AND YOU DO THAT WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN WITH YOUR FATHER;" "BUT NOW YOU SEEK TO KILL ME, A MAN THAT HAS TOLD YOU THE TRUTH WHICH I HAVE HEARD OF GOD;" AND AGAIN, "IF GOD WERE YOUR FATHER, YOU WOULD LOVE ME, FOR I PROCEEDED FORTH AND CAME FROM GOD" (STILL THEY ARE NOT HEREBY SEPARATED, ALTHOUGH HE DECLARES THAT HE PROCEEDED FORTH FROM THE FATHER. SOME PERSONS INDEED SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY AFFORDED THEM IN THESE WORDS TO PROPOUND THEIR HERESY OF HIS SEPARATION; BUT HIS COMING OUT FROM GOD IS LIKE THE RAY'S PROCESSION FROM THE SUN, AND THE RIVER'S FROM THE FOUNTAIN, AND THE TREE'S FROM THE SEED); "I HAVE NOT A DEVIL, BUT I HONOUR MY FATHER;" AGAIN, "IF I HONOUR MYSELF, MY HONOUR IS NOTHING: IT IS MY FATHER THAT HONOURS ME, OF WHOM YOU SAY, THAT HE IS YOUR GOD: YET YE HAVE NOT KNOWN HIM, BUT I KNOW HIM; AND IF I SHOULD SAY, I KNOW HIM NOT, I SHALL BE A LIAR LIKE TO YOU; BUT I KNOW HIM, AND KEEP HIS SAYING." BUT WHEN HE GOES ON TO SAY, "YOUR FATHER ABRAHAM REJOICED TO SEE MY DAY; AND HE SAW IT, AND WAS GLAD," HE CERTAINLY PROVES THAT IT WAS NOT THE FATHER THAT APPEARED TO ABRAHAM, BUT THE SON. IN LIKE MANNER HE DECLARES, IN THE CASE OF THE MAN BARN BLIND, "THAT HE MUST DO THE WORKS OF THE FATHER WHICH HAD SENT HIM;" AND AFTER HE HAD GIVEN THE MAN SIGHT, HE SAID TO HIM, "DO YOU BELIEVE IN THE SON OF GOD?" THEN, UPON THE MAN'S INQUIRING WHO HE WAS, HE PROCEEDED TO REVEAL HIMSELF TO HIM, AS THAT SON OF GOD WHOM HE HAD ANNOUNCED TO HIM AS THE RIGHT OBJECT OF HIS FAITH. IN A LATER PASSAGE HE DECLARES THAT HE IS KNOWN BY THE FATHER, AND THE FATHER BY HIM; ADDING THAT HE WAS SO WHOLLY LOVED BY THE FATHER, THAT HE WAS LAYING DOWN HIS LIFE, BECAUSE HE HAD RECEIVED THIS COMMANDMENT FROM THE FATHER. WHEN HE WAS ASKED BY THE JEWS IF HE WERE THE VERY CHRIST (MEANING, OF COURSE, THE CHRIST OF GOD; FOR TO THIS DAY THE JEWS EXPECT NOT THE FATHER HIMSELF, BUT THE CHRIST OF GOD, IT BEING NOWHERE SAID THAT THE FATHER WILL COME AS THE CHRIST), HE SAID TO THEM, "I AM TELLING YOU, AND YET YOU DO NOT BELIEVE: THE WORKS WHICH I AM DOING, IN MY FATHER'S NAME, THEY ACTUALLY BEAR WITNESS OF ME." WITNESS OF WHAT? OF THAT VERY THING, TO BE SURE, OF WHICH THEY WERE MAKING INQUIRY -- WHETHER HE WERE THE CHRIST OF GOD. THEN, AGAIN, CONCERNING HIS SHEEP, AND (THE ASSURANCE) THAT NO MAN SHOULD PLUCK THEM OUT OF HIS HAND, HE SAYS, "MY FATHER, WHICH GAVE THEM TO ME, IS GREATER THAN ALL;" ADDING IMMEDIATELY, "I AM AND MY FATHER ARE ONE." HERE, THEN, THEY TAKE THEIR STAND, TOO INFATUATED, NAY, TOO BLIND, TO SEE IN THE FIRST PLACE THAT THERE IS IN THIS PASSAGE AN INTIMATION OF TWO BEINGS -- "I AND MY FATHER;" THEN THAT THERE IS A PLURAL PREDICATE, "ARE," INAPPLICABLE TO ONE PERSON ONLY; AND LASTLY, THAT (THE PREDICATE TERMINATES IN AN ABSTRACT, NOT A PERSONAL NOUN) -- "WE ARE ONE THING" UNUM, NOT "ONE PERSON" UNUS. FOR IF HE HAD SAID "ONE PERSON," HE MIGHT HAVE RENDERED SOME ASSISTANCE TO THEIR OPINION. UNUS, NO DOUBT, INDICATES THE SINGULAR NUMBER; BUT (HERE WE HAVE A CASE WHERE) "TWO" ARE STILL THE SUBJECT IN THE MASCULINE GENDER. HE ACCORDINGLY SAYS UNUM, A NEUTER TERM, WHICH DOES NOT IMPLY SINGULARITY OF NUMBER, BUT UNITY OF ESSENCE, LIKENESS, CONJUNCTION, AFFECTION ON THE FATHER'S PART, WHO LOVES THE SON, AND SUBMISSION ON THE SON'S, WHO OBEYS THE FATHER'S WILL. WHEN HE SAYS, "I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE" IN ESSENCE -- UNUM -- HE SHOWS THAT THERE ARE TWO, WHOM HE PUTS ON AN EQUALITY AND UNITES IN ONE. HE THEREFORE ADDS TO THIS VERY STATEMENT, THAT HE "HAD SHOWED THEM MANY WORKS FROM THE FATHER," FOR NONE OF WHICH DID HE DESERVE TO BE STONED. AND TO PREVENT THEIR THINKING HIM DESERVING OF THIS FATE, AS IF HE HAD CLAIMED TO BE CONSIDERED AS GOD HIMSELF, THAT IS, THE FATHER, BY HAVING SAID, "I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE," REPRESENTING HIMSELF AS THE FATHER'S DIVINE SON, AND NOT AS GOD HIMSELF, HE SAYS, "IF IT IS WRITTEN IN YOUR LAW, I SAID, YOU ARE GODS; AND IF THE SCRIPTURE CANNOT BE BROKEN, SAY YOU OF HIM WHOM THE FATHER HAS SANCTIFIED AND SENT INTO THE WORLD, THAT HE BLASPHEMES, BECAUSE HE SAID, I AM THE SON OF GOD? IF I DO NOT THE WORKS OF MY FATHER, BELIEVE ME NOT; BUT IF I DO, EVEN IF YOU WILL NOT BELIEVE ME, STILL BELIEVE THE WORKS; AND KNOW THAT I AM IN THE FATHER, AND THE FATHER IN ME." IT MUST THEREFORE BE BY THE WORKS THAT THE FATHER IS IN THE SON, AND THE SON IN THE FATHER; AND SO, IT IS BY THE WORKS THAT WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE FATHER IS ONE WITH THE SON. ALL ALONG DID HE THEREFORE STRENUOUSLY AIM AT THIS CONCLUSION, THAT WHILE THEY WERE OF ONE POWER AND ESSENCE, THEY SHOULD STILL BE BELIEVED TO BE TWO; FOR OTHERWISE, UNLESS THEY WERE BELIEVED TO BE TWO, THE SON COULD NOT POSSIBLY BE BELIEVED TO HAVE ANY EXISTENCE AT ALL. 
CHAPTER 23 -- MORE PASSAGES FROM THE SAME GOSPEL IN PROOF OF THE SAME PORTION OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH. PRAXEAS' TAUNT OF WORSHIPPING TWO GODS REPUDIATED. 
AGAIN, WHEN MARTHA IN A LATER PASSAGE ACKNOWLEDGED HIM TO BE THE SON OF GOD, SHE NO MORE MADE A MISTAKE THAN PETER" AND NATHANAEL HAD; AND YET, EVEN IF SHE HAD MADE A MISTAKE, SHE WOULD AT ONCE HAVE LEARNT THE TRUTH: FOR, BEHOLD, WHEN ABOUT TO RAISE HER BROTHER FROM THE DEAD, THE LORD LOOKED UP TO HEAVEN, AND, ADDRESSING THE FATHER, SAID -- AS THE SON, OF COURSE: "FATHER, I THANK YOU THAT YOU ALWAYS HEAR ME; IT IS BECAUSE OF THESE CROWDS THAT ARE STANDING BY THAT I HAVE SPOKEN TO YOU, THAT THEY MAY BELIEVE THAT YOU HAVE SENT ME." "BUT IN THE TROUBLE OF HIS SOUL, (ON A LATER OCCASION,) HE SAID: "WHAT SHALL I SAY? FATHER, SAVE ME FROM THIS HOUR: BUT FOR THIS CAUSE IS IT THAT I AM COME TO THIS HOUR; ONLY, O FATHER, DO YOU GLORIFY YOUR NAME" -- IN WHICH HE SPOKE AS THE SON. (AT ANOTHER TIME) HE SAID: "I AM COME IN MY FATHER'S NAME." ACCORDINGLY, THE SON'S VOICE WAS INDEED ALONE SUFFICIENT, (WHEN ADDRESSED) TO THE FATHER. BUT, BEHOLD, WITH AN ABUNDANCE (OF EVIDENCE) THE FATHER FROM HEAVEN REPLIES, FOR THE PURPOSE OF TESTIFYING TO THE SON: "THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED; HEAR HIM." SO, AGAIN, IN THAT ASSEVERATION, "I HAVE BOTH GLORIFIED, AND WILL GLORIFY AGAIN," HOW MANY PERSONS DO YOU DISCOVER, OBSTINATE PRAXEAS? ARE THERE NOT AS MANY AS THERE ARE VOICES? YOU HAVE THE SON ON EARTH, YOU HAVE THE FATHER IN HEAVEN. NOW THIS IS NOT A SEPARATION; IT IS NOTHING BUT THE DIVINE DISPENSATION. WE KNOW, HOWEVER, THAT GOD IS IN THE BOTTOMLESS DEPTHS, AND EXISTS EVERYWHERE; BUT THEN IT IS BY POWER AND AUTHORITY. WE ARE ALSO SURE THAT THE SON, BEING INDIVISIBLE FROM HIM, IS EVERYWHERE WITH HIM. NEVERTHELESS, IN THE ECONOMY OR DISPENSATION ITSELF, THE FATHER WILLED THAT THE SON SHOULD BE REGARDED AS ON EARTH, AND HIMSELF IN HEAVEN; WHITHER THE SON ALSO HIM. SELF LOOKED UP, AND PRAYED, AND MADE SUPPLICATION OF THE FATHER; WHITHER ALSO HE TAUGHT US TO RAISE OURSELVES, AND PRAY, "OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN," ETC., -- ALTHOUGH, INDEED, HE IS EVERYWHERE PRESENT. THIS HEAVEN THE FATHER WILLED TO BE HIS OWN THRONE; WHILE HE MADE THE SON TO BE "A LITTLE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS," BY SENDING HIM DOWN TO THE EARTH, BUT MEANING AT THE SAME TIME TO "CROWN HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOUR," EVEN BY TAKING HIM BACK TO HEAVEN. THIS HE NOW MADE GOOD TO HIM WHEN HE SAID: "I HAVE BOTH GLORIFIED YOU, AND WILL GLORIFY YOU AGAIN." THE SON OFFERS HIS REQUEST FROM EARTH, THE FATHER GIVES HIS PROMISE FROM HEAVEN. WHY, THEN, DO YOU MAKE LIARS OF BOTH THE FATHER AND THE SON? IF EITHER THE FATHER SPOKE FROM HEAVEN TO THE SON WHEN HE HIMSELF WAS THE SON ON EARTH, OR THE SON PRAYED TO THE FATHER WHEN HE WAS HIMSELF THE SON IN HEAVEN, HOW HAPPENS IT THAT THE SON MADE A REQUEST OF HIS OWN VERY SELF, BY ASKING IT OF THE FATHER, SINCE THE SON WAS THE FATHER? OR, ON THE OTHER HAND, HOW IS IT THAT THE FATHER MADE A PROMISE TO HIMSELF, BY MAKING IT TO THE SON, SINCE THE FATHER WAS THE SON? WERE WE EVEN TO MAINTAIN THAT THEY ARE TWO SEPARATE GODS, AS YOU ARE SO FOND OF THROWING OUT AGAINST US, IT WOULD BE A MORE TOLERABLE ASSERTION THAN THE MAINTENANCE OF SO VERSATILE AND CHANGEFUL A GOD AS YOURS! THEREFORE, IT WAS THAT IN THE PASSAGE BEFORE US THE LORD DECLARED TO THE PEOPLE PRESENT: "NOT ON MY OWN ACCOUNT HAS THIS VOICE ADDRESSED ME, BUT FOR YOUR SAKES," THAT THESE LIKEWISE MAY BELIEVE BOTH IN THE FATHER AND IN THE SON, SEVERALLY, IN THEIR OWN NAMES AND PERSONS AND POSITIONS. "THEN AGAIN, JESUS EXCLAIMS, AND SAYS, HE THAT BELIEVES ON ME, BELIEVES NOT ON ME, BUT ON HIM THAT SENT ME;" BECAUSE IT IS THROUGH THE SON THAT MEN BELIEVE IN THE FATHER, WHILE THE FATHER ALSO IS THE AUTHORITY WHENCE SPRINGS BELIEF IN THE SON. "AND HE THAT SEES ME, SEES HIM THAT SENT ME." HOW SO? EVEN BECAUSE, (AS HE AFTERWARDS DECLARES,) "I HAVE NOT SPOKEN FROM MYSELF, BUT THE FATHER WHICH SENT ME: HE HAS GIVEN ME A COMMANDMENT WHAT I SHOULD SAY, AND WHAT I SHOULD SPEAK." FOR "THE LORD GOD HAS GIVEN ME THE TONGUE OF THE LEARNED, THAT I SHOULD KNOW WHEN I OUGHT TO SPEAK" THE WORD WHICH I ACTUALLY SPEAK. "EVEN AS THE FATHER HAS SAID TO ME, SO DO I SPEAK." NOW, IN WHAT WAY THESE THINGS WERE SAID TO HIM, THE EVANGELIST AND BELOVED DISCIPLE JOHN KNEW BETTER THAN PRAXEAS; AND THEREFORE, HE ADDS CONCERNING I HIS OWN MEANING: "NOW BEFORE THE FEAST OF THE PASSOVER, JESUS KNEW THAT THE FATHER HAD GIVEN ALL THINGS INTO HIS HANDS, AND THAT HE HAD COME FROM GOD, AND WAS GOING TO GOD." PRAXEAS, HOWEVER, WOULD HAVE IT THAT IT WAS THE FATHER WHO PROCEEDED FORTH FROM HIMSELF, AND HAD RETURNED TO HIMSELF; SO THAT WHAT THE DEVIL PUT INTO THE HEART OF JUDAS WAS THE BETRAYAL, NOT OF THE SON, BUT OF THE FATHER HIMSELF. BUT FOR THE MATTER OF THAT, THINGS HAVE NOT TURNED OUT WELL EITHER FOR THE DEVIL OR THE HERETIC; BECAUSE, EVEN IN THE SON'S CASE, THE TREASON WHICH THE DEVIL WROUGHT AGAINST HIM CONTRIBUTED NOTHING TO HIS ADVANTAGE. IT WAS, THEN, THE SON OF GOD, WHO WAS IN THE SON OF MAN, THAT WAS BETRAYED, AS THE SCRIPTURE SAYS AFTERWARDS: "NOW IS THE SON OF MAN GLORIFIED, AND GOD IS GLORIFIED IN HIM." WHO IS HERE MEANT BY "GOD?" CERTAINLY NOT THE FATHER, BUT THE WORD OF THE FATHER, WHO WAS IN THE SON OF MAN -- THAT IS IN THE FLESH, IN WHICH JESUS HAD BEEN ALREADY GLORIFIED BY THE DIVINE POWER AND WORD. "AND GOD," SAYS HE, "SHALL ALSO GLORIFY HIM IN HIMSELF;" THAT IS TO SAY, THE FATHER SHALL GLORIFY THE SON, BECAUSE HE HAS HIM WITHIN HIMSELF; AND EVEN THOUGH PROSTRATED TO THE EARTH, AND PUT TO DEATH, HE WOULD SOON GLORIFY HIM BY HIS RESURRECTION, AND MAKING HIM CONQUEROR OVER DEATH. 
CHAPTER 24 -- ON ST. PHILIP'S CONVERSATION WITH CHRIST. HE THAT HATH SEEN ME, HATH SEEN THE FATHER. THIS TEXT EXPLAINED IN AN ANTI-PRAXEAN SENSE. 
BUT THERE WERE SOME WHO EVEN THEN DID NOT UNDERSTAND. FOR THOMAS, WHO WAS SO LONG INCREDULOUS, SAID: "LORD, WE KNOW NOT WHERE YOU GOEST; AND HOW CAN WE KNOW THE WAY? JESUS SAYS TO HIM, I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE: NO MAN COMES TO THE FATHER, BUT BY ME. IF YOU HAD KNOWN ME, YOU WOULD HAVE KNOWN THE FATHER ALSO: BUT HENCEFORTH YOU KNOW HIM, AND HAVE SEEN HIM." AND NOW WE COME TO PHILIP, WHO, ROUSED WITH THE EXPECTATION OF SEEING THE FATHER, AND NOT UNDERSTANDING IN WHAT SENSE HE WAS TO TAKE "SEEING THE FATHER," SAYS: "SHOW US THE FATHER, AND IT SUFFICES US." THEN THE LORD ANSWERED HIM: "HAVE I BEEN SO LONG TIME WITH YOU, AND YET HAVE YOU NOT KNOWN ME, PHILIP?" NOW WHOM DOES HE SAY THAT THEY OUGHT TO HAVE KNOWN? -- FOR THIS IS THE SOLE POINT OF DISCUSSION. WAS IT AS THE FATHER THAT THEY OUGHT TO HAVE KNOWN HIM, OR AS THE SON? IF IT WAS AS THE FATHER, PRAXEAS MUST TELL US HOW CHRIST, WHO HAD BEEN SO LONG TIME WITH THEM, COULD HAVE POSSIBLY EVER BEEN (I WILL NOT SAY UNDERSTOOD, BUT EVEN) SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN THE FATHER. HE IS CLEARLY DEFINED TO US IN ALL SCRIPTURES -- IN THE OLD TESTAMENT AS THE CHRIST OF GOD, IN THE NEW TESTAMENT AS THE SON OF GOD. IN THIS CHARACTER WAS HE ANCIENTLY PREDICTED, IN THIS WAS HE ALSO DECLARED EVEN BY CHRIST HIMSELF; NAY, BY THE VERY FATHER ALSO, WHO OPENLY CONFESSES HIM FROM HEAVEN AS HIS SON, AND AS HIS SON GLORIFIES HIM. "THIS IS MY BELOVED SON;" "I HAVE GLORIFIED HIM, AND I WILL GLORIFY HIM." IN THIS CHARACTER, TOO, WAS HE BELIEVED ON BY HIS DISCIPLES, AND REJECTED BY THE JEWS. IT WAS, MOREOVER, IN THIS CHARACTER THAT HE WISHED TO BE ACCEPTED BY THEM WHENEVER HE NAMED THE FATHER, AND GAVE PREFERENCE TO THE FATHER, AND HONOURED THE FATHER. THIS, THEN, BEING THE CASE, IT WAS NOT THE FATHER WHOM, AFTER HIS LENGTHENED INTERCOURSE WITH THEM, THEY WERE IGNORANT OF, BUT IT WAS THE SON; AND ACCORDINGLY THE LORD, WHILE UPBRAIDING PHILIP FOR NOT KNOWING HIMSELF WHO WAS THE OBJECT OF THEIR IGNORANCE, WISHED HIMSELF TO BE ACKNOWLEDGED INDEED AS THAT BEING WHOM HE HAD REPROACHED THEM FOR BEING IGNORANT OF AFTER SO LONG A TIME -- IN A WORD, AS THE SON. AND NOW IT MAY BE SEEN IN WHAT SENSE IT WAS SAID, "HE THAT HAS SEEN ME HAS SEEN THE FATHER," -- EVEN IN THE SAME IN WHICH IT WAS SAID IN A PREVIOUS PASSAGE, "I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE." WHEREFORE? BECAUSE "I CAME FORTH FROM THE FATHER, AND AM COME INTO THE WORLD" AND, "I AM THE WAY: NO MAN COMES TO THE FATHER, BUT BY ME;" AND, "NO MAN CAN COME TO ME, EXCEPT THE FATHER DRAW HIM;" AND, "ALL THINGS ARE DELIVERED TO ME BY THE FATHER;" AND, "AS THE FATHER QUICKENS (THE DEAD), SO ALSO DOTH THE SON;" AND AGAIN, "IF YOU HAD KNOWN ME, YOU WOULD HAVE KNOWN THE FATHER ALSO." "FOR IN ALL THESE PASSAGES HE HAD SHOWN HIMSELF TO BE THE FATHER'S COMMISSIONER," THROUGH WHOSE AGENCY EVEN THE FATHER COULD BE SEEN IN HIS WORKS, AND HEARD IN HIS WORDS, AND RECOGNIZED IN THE SON'S ADMINISTRATION OF THE FATHER'S WORDS AND DEEDS. THE FATHER INDEED WAS INVISIBLE, AS PHILIP HAD LEARNT IN THE LAW, AND OUGHT AT THE MOMENT TO HAVE REMEMBERED: "NO MAN SHALL SEE GOD, AND LIVE." SO, HE IS REPROVED FOR DESIRING TO SEE THE FATHER, AS IF HE WERE A VISIBLE BEING, AND IS TAUGHT THAT HE ONLY BECOMES VISIBLE IN THE SON FROM HIS MIGHTY WORKS, AND NOT IN THE MANIFESTATION OF HIS PERSON. IF, INDEED, HE MEANT THE FATHER TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS THE SAME WITH THE SON, BY SAYING, "HE WHO SEES ME SEES THE FATHER," HOW IS IT THAT HE ADDS IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARDS, "DON'T YOU BELIEVE THAT I AM IN THE FATHER, AND THE FATHER IN ME?" HE OUGHT RATHER TO HAVE SAID: "DON'T YOU BELIEVE THAT I AM THE FATHER?" WITH WHAT VIEW ELSE DID HE SO EMPHATICALLY DWELL ON THIS POINT, IF IT WERE NOT TO CLEAR UP THAT WHICH HE WISHED MEN TO UNDERSTAND -- NAMELY, THAT HE WAS THE SON? AND THEN, AGAIN, BY SAYING, "DON'T YOU BELIEVE THAT I AM IN THE FATHER, AND THE FATHER IN ME," HE LAID THE GREATER STRESS ON HIS QUESTION ON THIS VERY ACCOUNT, THAT HE SHOULD NOT, BECAUSE HE HAD SAID, "HE THAT HAS SEEN ME, HAS SEEN THE FATHER," BE SUPPOSED TO BE THE FATHER; BECAUSE HE HAD NEVER WISHED HIMSELF TO BE SO REGARDED, HAVING ALWAYS PROFESSED HIMSELF TO BE THE SON, AND TO HAVE COME FROM THE FATHER. AND THEN HE ALSO SET THE CONJUNCTION OF THE TWO PERSONS IN THE CLEAREST LIGHT, IN ORDER THAT NO WISH MIGHT BE ENTERTAINED OF SEEING THE FATHER AS IF HE WERE SEPARATELY VISIBLE, AND THAT THE SON MIGHT BE REGARDED AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FATHER. AND YET HE OMITTED NOT TO EXPLAIN HOW THE FATHER WAS IN THE SON AND THE SON IN THE FATHER. "THE WORDS," SAYS HE, "WHICH I SPEAK TO YOU, ARE NOT MINE," BECAUSE INDEED THEY WERE THE FATHER'S WORDS; "BUT THE FATHER THAT DWELLS IN ME, HE DOES THE WORKS." IT IS THEREFORE BY HIS MIGHTY WORKS, AND BY THE WORDS OF HIS DOCTRINE, THAT THE FATHER WHO DWELLS IN THE SON MAKES HIMSELF VISIBLE -- EVEN BY THOSE WARDS AND WORKS WHEREBY HE ABIDES IN HIM, AND ALSO BY HIM IN WHOM HE ABIDES; THE SPECIAL PROPERTIES OF BOTH THE PERSONS BEING APPARENT FROM THIS VERY CIRCUMSTANCE, THAT HE SAYS, "I AM IN THE FATHER, AND THE FATHER IS IN ME." ACCORDINGLY, HE ADDS: "BELIEVE -- " WHAT? THAT I AM THE FATHER? I DO NOT FIND THAT IT IS SO WRITTEN, BUT RATHER, "THAT I AM IN THE FATHER, AND THE FATHER IN ME; OR ELSE BELIEVE ME FOR MY WORKS' SAKE;" MEANING THOSE WORKS BY WHICH THE FATHER MANIFESTED HIMSELF TO BE IN THE SON, NOT INDEED TO THE SIGHT OF MAN, BUT TO HIS INTELLIGENCE. 
CHAPTER 25 -- THE PARACLETE, OR HOLY GHOST. HE IS DISTINCT FROM THE FATHER AND THE SON AS TO THEIR PERSONAL EXISTENCE. ONE AND INSEPARABLE FROM THEM AS TO THEIR DIVINE NATURE. OTHER QUOTATIONS OUT OF ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL. 
WHAT FOLLOWS PHILIP'S QUESTION, AND THE LORD'S WHOLE TREATMENT OF IT, TO THE END OF JOHN'S GOSPEL, CONTINUES TO FURNISH US WITH STATEMENTS OF THE SAME KIND, DISTINGUISHING THE FATHER AND THE SON, WITH THE PROPERTIES OF EACH. THEN THERE IS THE PARACLETE OR COMFORTER, ALSO, WHICH HE PROMISES TO PRAY FOR TO THE FATHER, AND TO SEND FROM HEAVEN AFTER HE HAD ASCENDED TO THE FATHER. HE IS CALLED "ANOTHER COMFORTER," INDEED; BUT IN WHAT WAY HE IS ANOTHER WE HAVE ALREADY SHOWN, "HE SHALL RECEIVE OF MINE," SAYS CHRIST, JUST AS CHRIST HIMSELF RECEIVED OF THE FATHER'S. THUS, THE CONNECTION OF THE FATHER IN THE SON, AND OF THE SON IN THE PARACLETE, PRODUCES THREE COHERENT PERSONS, WHO ARE YET DISTINCT ONE FROM ANOTHER. THESE THREE ARE, ONE ESSENCE, NOT ONE PERSON, AS IT IS SAID, "I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE," IN RESPECT OF] UNITY OF SUBSTANCE NOT SINGULARITY OF NUMBER. RUN THROUGH THE WHOLE GOSPEL, AND YOU WILL FIND THAT HE WHOM YOU BELIEVE TO BE THE FATHER (DESCRIBED AS ACTING FOR THE FATHER, ALTHOUGH YOU, FOR YOUR PART, FORSOOTH, SUPPOSE THAT "THE FATHER, BEING THE HUSBANDMAN," MUST SURELY HAVE BEEN ON EARTH) IS ONCE MORE RECOGNIZED BY THE SON AS IN HEAVEN, WHEN, "LIFTING UP HIS EYES THERETO," HE COMMENDED HIS DISCIPLES TO THE SAFE-KEEPING OF THE FATHER. WE HAVE, MOREOVER, IN THAT OTHER GOSPEL A CLEAR REVELATION, I.E. OF THE SON'S DISTINCTION FROM THE FATHER, "MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?" AND AGAIN, (IN THE THIRD GOSPEL,) "FATHER, INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMEND MY SPIRIT." BUT EVEN IF (WE HAD NOT THESE PASSAGES, WE MEET WITH SATISFACTORY EVIDENCE) AFTER HIS RESURRECTION AND GLORIOUS VICTORY OVER DEATH. NOW THAT ALL THE RESTRAINT OF HIS HUMILIATION IS TAKEN AWAY, HE MIGHT, IF POSSIBLE, HAVE SHOWN HIMSELF AS THE FATHER TO SO FAITHFUL A WOMAN (AS MARY MAGDALENE) WHEN SHE APPROACHED TO TOUCH HIM, OUT OF LOVE, NOT FROM CURIOSITY, NOR WITH THOMAS' INCREDULITY. BUT NOT SO; JESUS SAITH TO HER, "TOUCH ME NOT, FOR I AM NOT YET ASCENDED TO MY FATHER; BUT GO TO MY BRETHREN" (AND EVEN IN THIS HE PROVES HIMSELF TO BE THE SON; FOR IF HE HAD BEEN THE FATHER, HE WOULD HAVE CALLED THEM HIS CHILDREN, (INSTEAD OF HIS BRETHREN), "AND SAY TO THEM, I ASCEND TO MY FATHER AND YOUR FATHER, AND TO MY GOD AND YOUR GOD." NOW, DOES THIS MEAN, I ASCEND AS THE FATHER TO THE FATHER, AND AS GOD TO GOD? OR AS THE SON TO THE FATHER, AND AS THE WORD TO GOD? WHEREFORE ALSO DOES THIS GOSPEL, AT ITS VERY TERMINATION, INTIMATE THAT THESE THINGS WERE EVER WRITTEN, IF IT BE NOT, TO USE ITS OWN WORDS, "THAT YOU MIGHT BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST IS THE SON OF GOD?" WHENEVER, THEREFORE, YOU TAKE ANY OF THE STATEMENTS OF THIS GOSPEL, AND APPLY THEM TO DEMONSTRATE THE IDENTITY OF THE FATHER AND THE SON, SUPPOSING THAT THEY SERVE YOUR VIEWS THEREIN, YOU ARE CONTENDING AGAINST THE DEFINITE PURPOSE OF THE GOSPEL. FOR THESE THINGS CERTAINLY ARE NOT WRITTEN THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST IS THE FATHER, BUT THE SON. 
CHAPTER 26 -- A BRIEF REFERENCE TO THE GOSPELS OF ST. MATTHEW AND ST. LUKE. THEIR AGREEMENT WITH ST. JOHN, IN RESPECT TO THE DISTINCT PERSONALITY OF THE FATHER AND THE SON. 
IN ADDITION TO PHILIP'S CONVERSATION, AND THE LORD'S REPLY TO IT, THE READER WILL OBSERVE THAT WE HAVE RUN THROUGH JOHN'S GOSPEL TO SHOW THAT MANY OTHER PASSAGES OF A CLEAR PURPORT, BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER THAT CHAPTER, ARE ONLY IN STRICT ACCORD WITH THAT SINGLE AND PROMINENT STATEMENT, WHICH MUST BE INTERPRETED AGREEABLY TO ALL OTHER PLACES, RATHER THAN IN OPPOSITION TO THEM, AND INDEED TO ITS OWN INHERENT AND NATURAL SENSE. I WILL NOT HERE LARGELY USE THE SUPPORT OF THE OTHER GOSPELS, WHICH CONFIRM OUR BELIEF BY THE LORD'S NATIVITY: IT IS SUFFICIENT TO REMARK THAT HE WHO HAD TO BE BORN OF A VIRGIN IS ANNOUNCED IN EXPRESS TERMS BY THE ANGEL HIMSELF AS 'THE SON OF GOD: "THE SPIRIT OF GOD SHALL COME UPON YOU, AND THE POWER OF THE HIGHEST SHALL OVERSHADOW THEE; THEREFORE ALSO THE HOLY THING THAT SHALL BE BORN OF YOU SHALL BE CALLED THE SAN OF GOD." ON THIS PASSAGE EVEN, THEY WILL WISH TO RAISE A CAVIL; BUT TRUTH WILL PREVAIL. OF COURSE, THEY SAY, THE SON OF GOD IS GOD, AND THE POWER OF THE HIGHEST IS THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. AND THEY DO NOT HESITATE TO INSINUATE WHAT, IF IT HAD BEEN TRUE, WOULD HAVE BEEN WRITTEN. WHOM WAS HE SO AFRAID OF AS NOT PLAINLY TO DECLARE, "GOD SHALL COME UPON YOU, AND THE HIGHEST SHALL OVERSHADOW THEE?" NOW, BY SAYING "THE SPIRIT OF GOD" (ALTHOUGH THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS GOD,) AND BY NOT DIRECTLY NAMING GOD, HE WISHED THAT PORTION OF THE WHOLE GODHEAD TO BE UNDERSTOOD, WHICH WAS ABOUT TO RETIRE INTO THE DESIGNATION OF "THE SON." THE SPIRIT OF GOD IN THIS PASSAGE MUST BE THE SAME AS THE WORD. FOR JUST AS, WHEN JOHN SAYS, "THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH," WE UNDERSTAND THE SPIRIT ALSO IN THE MENTION OF THE WORD: SO HERE, TOO, WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE WORD LIKEWISE IN THE NAME OF THE SPIRIT. FOR BOTH THE SPIRIT IS THE SUBSTANCE OF THE WORD, AND THE WORD IS THE OPERATION OF THE SPIRIT, AND THE TWO ARE ONE (AND THE SAME). NOW JOHN MUST MEAN ONE WHEN HE SPEAKS OF HIM AS "HAVING BEEN MADE FLESH," AND THE ANGEL ANOTHER WHEN HE ANNOUNCES HIM AS "ABOUT TO BE BORN," IF THE SPIRIT IS NOT THE WORD, AND THE WORD THE SPIRIT. FOR JUST AS THE WORD OF GOD IS NOT ACTUALLY, HE WHOSE WORD HE IS, SO ALSO THE SPIRIT (ALTHOUGH HE IS CALLED GOD) IS NOT ACTUALLY HE WHOSE SPIRIT HE IS SAID TO BE. NOTHING WHICH BELONGS TO SOMETHING ELSE IS ACTUALLY THE VERY SAME THING AS THAT TO WHICH IT BELONGS. CLEARLY, WHEN ANYTHING PROCEEDS FROM A PERSONAL SUBJECT, AND SO BELONGS TO HIM, SINCE IT COMES FROM HIM, IT MAY POSSIBLY BE SUCH IN QUALITY EXACTLY AS THE PERSONAL SUBJECT HIMSELF IS FROM WHOM IT PROCEEDS, AND TO WHOM IT BELONGS. AND THUS, THE SPIRIT IS GOD, AND THE WORD IS GOD, BECAUSE PROCEEDING FROM GOD, BUT YET IS NOT ACTUALLY THE VERY SAME AS HE FROM WHOM HE PROCEEDS. NOW THAT WHICH IS GOD OF GOD, ALTHOUGH HE IS AN ACTUALLY EXISTING THING, YET HE CANNOT BE GOD HIMSELF (EXCLUSIVELY), BUT SO FAR GOD AS HE IS OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE AS GOD HIMSELF, AND AS BEING AN ACTUALLY EXISTING THING, AND AS A PORTION OF THE WHOLE. MUCH MORE WILL "THE POWER OF THE HIGHEST" NOT BE THE HIGHEST HIMSELF, BECAUSE IT IS NOT AN ACTUALLY EXISTING THING, AS BEING SPIRIT -- IN THE SAME WAY AS THE WISDOM (OF GOD) AND THE PROVIDENCE (OF GOD) IS NOT GOD: THESE ATTRIBUTES ARE NOT SUBSTANCES, BUT THE ACCIDENTS OF THE PARTICULAR SUBSTANCE. POWER IS INCIDENTAL TO THE SPIRIT, BUT CANNOT ITSELF BE THE SPIRIT. THESE THINGS, THEREFORE, WHATSOEVER THEY ARE -- (I MEAN) THE SPIRIT OF GOD, AND THE WORD AND THE POWER -- HAVING BEEN CONFERRED ON THE VIRGIN, THAT WHICH IS BORN OF HER IS THE SON OF GOD. THIS HE HIMSELF, IN THOSE OTHER GOSPELS ALSO, TESTIFIES HIMSELF TO HAVE BEEN FROM HIS VERY BOYHOOD: "DIDN'T YOU KNOW," SAYS HE, "THAT I MUST BE ABOUT MY FATHER'S BUSINESS?" SATAN LIKEWISE KNEW HIM TO BE THIS IN HIS TEMPTATIONS: "SINCE YOU, ART THE SON OF GOD." THIS, ACCORDINGLY, THE DEVILS ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE HIM TO BE: "WE KNOW YOU, WHO YOU ARE, THE HOLY SON OF GOD." HIS "FATHER" HE HIMSELF ADORES. WHEN ACKNOWLEDGED BY PETER AS THE "CHRIST (THE SON) OF GOD," HE DOES NOT DENY THE RELATION. HE EXULTS IN SPIRIT WHEN HE SAYS TO THE FATHER, "I THANK YOU, O FATHER, BECAUSE YOU HAVE HIDDEN THESE THINGS FROM THE WISE AND PRUDENT." HE, MOREOVER, AFFIRMS ALSO THAT TO NO MAN IS THE FATHER KNOWN, BUT TO HIS SON; AND PROMISES THAT, AS THE SON OF THE FATHER, HE WILL CONFESS THOSE WHO CONFESS HIM, AND DENY THOSE WHO DENY HIM, BEFORE HIS FATHER. HE ALSO INTRODUCES A PARABLE OF THE MISSION TO THE VINEYARD OF THE SON (NOT THE FATHER), WHO WAS SENT AFTER SO MANY SERVANTS, AND SLAIN BY THE HUSBANDMEN, AND AVENGED BY THE FATHER. HE IS ALSO IGNORANT OF THE LAST DAY AND HOUR, WHICH IS KNOWN TO THE FATHER ONLY. HE AWARDS THE KINGDOM TO HIS DISCIPLES, AS HE SAYS IT HAD BEEN APPOINTED TO HIMSELF BY THE FATHER. HE HAS POWER TO ASK, IF HE WILL, LEGIONS OF ANGELS FROM THE FATHER FOR HIS HELP. HE EXCLAIMS THAT GOD HAD FORSAKEN HIM. HE COMMENDS HIS SPIRIT INTO THE HANDS OF THE FATHER. AFTER HIS RESURRECTION HE PROMISES IN A PLEDGE TO HIS DISCIPLES THAT HE WILL SEND THEM THE PROMISE OF HIS FATHER; AND LASTLY, HE COMMANDS THEM TO BAPTIZE INTO THE FATHER AND THE SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, NOT INTO A UNIPERSONAL GOD. AND INDEED, IT IS NOT ONCE ONLY, BUT THREE TIMES, THAT WE ARE IMMERSED INTO THE THREE PERSONS, AT EACH SEVERAL MENTION OF THEIR NAMES. 
CHAPTER 27 -- THE DISTINCTION OF THE FATHER AND THE SON, THUS ESTABLISHED, HE NOW PROVES THE DISTINCTION OF THE TWO NATURES, WHICH WERE, WITHOUT CONFUSION, UNITED IN THE PERSON OF THE SON. THE SUBTERFUGES OF PRAXEAS THUS EXPOSED. 
BUT WHY SHOULD I LINGER OVER MATTERS WHICH ARE SO EVIDENT, WHEN I OUGHT TO BE ATTACKING POINTS ON WHICH THEY SEEK TO OBSCURE THE PLAINEST PROOF? FOR, CONFUTED ON ALL SIDES ON THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE FATHER AND THE SON, WHICH WE MAINTAIN WITHOUT DESTROYING THEIR INSEPARABLE UNION -- AS (BY THE EXAMPLES) OF THE SUN AND THE RAY, AND THE FOUNTAIN AND THE RIVER -- YET, BY HELP OF (THEIR CONCEIT)AN INDIVISIBLE NUMBER, (WITH ISSUES)OF TWO AND THREE, THEY ENDEAVOUR TO INTERPRET THIS DISTINCTION IN A WAY WHICH SHALL NEVERTHELESS TALLY WITH THEIR OWN OPINIONS: SO THAT, ALL IN ONE PERSON, THEY DISTINGUISH TWO, FATHER AND SON, UNDERSTANDING THE SON TO BE FLESH, THAT IS MAN, THAT IS JESUS; AND THE FATHER TO BE SPIRIT, THAT IS GOD, THAT IS CHRIST. THUS THEY, WHILE CONTENDING THAT THE FATHER AND THE SON ARE ONE AND THE SAME, DO IN FACT BEGIN BY DIVIDING THEM RATHER THAN UNITING THEM. FOR IF JESUS IS ONE, AND CHRIST IS ANOTHER, THEN THE SON WILL BE DIFFERENT FROM THE FATHER, BECAUSE THE SON IS JESUS, AND THE FATHER IS CHRIST. SUCH A MONARCHY AS THIS THEY LEARNT, I SUPPOSE, IN THE SCHOOL OF VALENTINUS, MAKING TWO -- JESUS AND CHRIST. BUT THIS CONCEPTION OF THEIRS HAS BEEN, IN FACT, ALREADY CONFUTED IN WHAT WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY ADVANCED, BECAUSE THE WORD OF GOD OR THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS ALSO CALLED THE POWER OF THE HIGHEST, WHOM THEY MAKE THE FATHER; WHEREAS THESE RELATIONS ARE NOT THEMSELVES THE SAME AS HE WHOSE RELATIONS THEY ARE SAID TO BE, BUT THEY PROCEED FROM HIM AND APPERTAIN TO HIM. HOWEVER, ANOTHER REFUTATION AWAITS THEM ON THIS POINT OF THEIR HERESY. SEE, SAY THEY, IT WAS ANNOUNCED BY THE ANGEL: "THEREFORE THAT HOLY THING WHICH SHALL BE BORN OF YOU SHALL BE CALLED THE SON OF GOD." THEREFORE, (THEY ARGUE,) AS IT WAS THE FLESH THAT WAS BORN, IT MUST BE THE FLESH THAT IS THE SON OF GOD. NAY, (I ANSWER,) THIS IS SPOKEN CONCERNING THE SPIRIT OF GOD. FOR IT WAS CERTAINLY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT THE VIRGIN CONCEIVED; AND THAT WHICH HE CONCEIVED, SHE BROUGHT FORTH. THAT, THEREFORE, HAD TO BE BORN WHICH WAS CONCEIVED AND WAS TO BE BROUGHT FORTH; THAT IS TO SAY, THE SPIRIT, WHOSE "NAME SHOULD BE CALLED EMMANUEL WHICH, BEING INTERPRETED, IS, GOD WITH US." BESIDES, THE FLESH IS NOT GOD, SO THAT IT COULD NOT HAVE BEEN SAID CONCERNING IT, "THAT HOLY THING SHALL BE CALLED THE SON OF GOD," BUT ONLY THAT DIVINE BEING WHO WAS BORN IN THE FLESH, OF WHOM THE PSALM ALSO SAYS, "SINCE GOD BECAME MAN IN THE MIDST OF IT, AND ESTABLISHED IT BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER." NOW WHAT DIVINE PERSON WAS BORN IN IT? THE WORD, AND THE SPIRIT WHICH BECAME INCARNATE WITH THE WORD BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER. THE WORD, THEREFORE, IS INCARNATE; AND THIS MUST BE THE POINT OF OUR INQUIRY: HOW THE WORD BECAME FLESH, -- WHETHER IT WAS BY HAVING BEEN TRANSFIGURED, AS IT WERE, IN THE FLESH, OR BY HAVING REALLY CLOTHED HIMSELF IN FLESH. CERTAINLY, IT WAS BY A REAL CLOTHING OF HIMSELF IN FLESH. FOR THE REST, WE MUST NEEDS BELIEVE GOD TO BE UNCHANGEABLE, AND INCAPABLE OF FORM, AS BEING ETERNAL. BUT TRANSFIGURATION IS THE DESTRUCTION OF THAT WHICH PREVIOUSLY EXISTED. FOR WHATSOEVER IS TRANSFIGURED INTO SOME OTHER THING CEASES TO BE THAT WHICH IT HAD BEEN, AND BEGINS TO BE THAT WHICH IT PREVIOUSLY WAS NOT. GOD, HOWEVER, NEITHER CEASES TO BE WHAT HE WAS, NOR CAN HE BE ANY OTHER THING THAN WHAT HE IS. THE WORD IS GOD, AND "THE WORD OF THE LORD REMAINS FOR EVER," -- EVEN BY HOLDING ON UNCHANGEABLY IN HIS OWN PROPER FORM. NOW, IF HE ADMITS NOT OF BEING TRANSFIGURED, IT MUST FOLLOW THAT HE BE UNDERSTOOD IN THIS SENSE TO HAVE BECOME FLESH, WHEN HE COMES TO BE IN THE FLESH, AND IS MANIFESTED, AND IS SEEN, AND IS HANDLED BY MEANS OF THE FLESH; SINCE ALL THE OTHER POINTS LIKEWISE REQUIRE TO BE THUS UNDERSTOOD. FOR IF THE WORD BECAME FLESH BY A TRANSFIGURATION AND CHANGE OF SUBSTANCE, IT FOLLOWS AT ONCE THAT JESUS MUST BE A SUBSTANCE COMPOUNDED OF TWO SUBSTANCES -- OF FLESH AND SPIRIT, -- A KIND OF MIXTURE, LIKE ELECTRUM, COMPOSED OF GOLD AND SILVER; AND IT BEGINS TO BE NEITHER GOLD (THAT IS TO SAY, SPIRIT) NOR SILVER (THAT IS TO SAY, FLESH), -- THE ONE BEING CHANGED BY THE OTHER, AND A THIRD SUBSTANCE PRODUCED. JESUS, THEREFORE, CANNOT AT THIS RATE BE GOD FOR HE HAS CEASED TO BE THE WORD, WHICH WAS MADE FLESH; NOR CAN HE BE MAN INCARNATE FOR HE IS NOT PROPERLY FLESH, AND IT WAS FLESH WHICH THE WORD BECAME. BEING COMPOUNDED, THEREFORE, OF BOTH, HE ACTUALLY IS NEITHER; HE IS RATHER SOME THIRD SUBSTANCE, VERY DIFFERENT FROM EITHER. BUT THE TRUTH IS, WE FIND THAT HE IS EXPRESSLY SET FORTH AS BOTH GOD AND MAN; THE VERY PSALM WHICH WE HAVE QUOTED INTIMATING (OF THE FLESH), THAT "GOD BECAME MAN IN THE MIDST OF IT, HE THEREFORE ESTABLISHED IT BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER," -- CERTAINLY IN ALL RESPECTS AS THE SON OF GOD AND THE SON OF MAN, BEING GOD AND MAN, DIFFERING NO DOUBT ACCORDING TO EACH SUBSTANCE IN ITS OWN ESPECIAL PROPERTY, INASMUCH AS THE WORD IS NOTHING ELSE BUT GOD, AND THE FLESH NOTHING ELSE BUT MAN. THUS, DOES THE APOSTLE ALSO TEACH RESPECTING HIS TWO SUBSTANCES, SAYING, "WHO WAS MADE OF THE SEED OF DAVID;" IN WHICH WORDS HE WILL BE MAN AND SON OF MAN. "WHO WAS DECLARED TO BE THE SON OF GOD, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT;" IN WHICH WORDS HE WILL BE GOD, AND THE WORD -- THE SON OF GOD. WE SEE PLAINLY THE TWOFOLD STATE, WHICH IS NOT CONFOUNDED, BUT CONJOINED IN ONE PERSON -- JESUS, GOD AND MAN. CONCERNING CHRIST, INDEED, I DEFER WHAT I HAVE TO SAY. (I REMARK HERE), THAT THE PROPERTY OF EACH NATURE IS SO WHOLLY PRESERVED, THAT THE SPIRIT S ON THE ONE HAND DID ALL THINGS IN JESUS SUITABLE TO ITSELF, SUCH AS MIRACLES, AND MIGHTY DEEDS, AND WONDERS; AND THE FLESH, ON THE OTHER HAND, EXHIBITED THE AFFECTIONS WHICH BELONG TO IT. IT WAS HUNGRY UNDER THE DEVIL'S TEMPTATION, THIRSTY WITH THE SAMARITAN WOMAN, WEPT OVER LAZARUS, WAS TROUBLED EVEN TO DEATH, AND AT LAST ACTUALLY DIED. IF, HOWEVER, IT WAS ONLY A TERTIUM QUID, SOME COMPOSITE ESSENCE FORMED OUT OF THE TWO SUBSTANCES, LIKE THE ELECTRUM (WHICH WE HAVE MENTIONED), THERE WOULD BE NO DISTINCT PROOFS APPARENT OF EITHER NATURE. BUT BY A TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS, THE SPIRIT WOULD HAVE DONE THINGS TO BE DONE BY THE FLESH, AND THE FLESH SUCH AS ARE AFFECTED BY THE SPIRIT; OR ELSE SUCH THINGS AS ARE SUITED NEITHER TO THE FLESH NOR TO THE SPIRIT, BUT CONFUSEDLY OF SOME THIRD CHARACTER. NAY MORE, ON THIS SUPPOSITION, EITHER THE WORD UNDERWENT DEATH, OR THE FLESH DID NOT DIE, IF SO, BE THE WORD WAS CONVERTED INTO FLESH; BECAUSE EITHER THE FLESH WAS IMMORTAL, OR THE WORD WAS MODAL. FORASMUCH, HOWEVER, AS THE TWO SUBSTANCES ACTED DISTINCTLY, EACH IN ITS OWN CHARACTER, THERE NECESSARILY ACCRUED TO THEM SEVERALLY THEIR OWN OPERATIONS, AND THEIR OWN ISSUES. LEARN THEN, TOGETHER WITH NICODEMUS, THAT "THAT WHICH IS BORN IN THE FLESH IS FLESH, AND THAT WHICH IS BORN OF THE SPIRIT IS SPIRIT." NEITHER THE FLESH BECOMES SPIRIT, NOR THE SPIRIT FLESH. IN ONE PERSON THEY NO DOUBT ARE WELL ABLE TO BE CO-EXISTENT. OF THEM JESUS CONSISTS -- MAN. OF THE FLESH; OF THE SPIRIT, GOD -- AND THE ANGEL DESIGNATED HIM AS "THE SON OF GOD," IN RESPECT OF THAT NATURE, IN WHICH HE WAS SPIRIT, RESERVING FOR THE FLESH THE APPELLATION "SON OF MAN." IN LIKE MANNER, AGAIN, THE APOSTLE CALLS HIM "THE MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD AND MEN,"" AND SO AFFIRMED HIS PARTICIPATION OF BOTH SUBSTANCES. NOW, TO END THE MATTER, WILL YOU, WHO INTERPRET THE SON OF GOD TO BE FLESH, BE SO GOOD AS AS TO SHOW US WHAT THE SON OF MAN IS? WILL HE THEN, I WANT TO KNOW, BE THE SPIRIT? BUT YOU INSIST UPON IT THAT THE FATHER HIMSELF IS THE SPIRIT, ON THE GROUND THAT "GOD IS A SPIRIT," JUST AS IF WE DID NOT READ ALSO THAT THERE IS "THE SPIRIT OF GOD;" IN THE SAME MANNER AS WE FIND THAT AS "THE WORD WAS GOD," SO ALSO THERE IS "THE WORD OF GOD." 
CHAPTER 28 -- CHRIST NOT THE FATHER, AS PRAXEAS SAID. THE INCONSISTENCY OF THIS OPINION, NO LESS THAN ITS ABSURDITY, EXPOSED. THE TRUE DOCTRINE OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO ST. PAUL, WHO AGREES WITH OTHER SACRED WRITERS. 
AND SO, MOST FOOLISH HERETIC, YOU MAKE CHRIST TO BE THE FATHER, WITHOUT ONCE CONSIDERING THE ACTUAL FORCE OF THIS NAME, IF INDEED CHRIST IS A NAME, AND NOT RATHER A SURNAME, OR DESIGNATION; FOR IT SIGNIFIES "ANOINTED." BUT ANOINTED IS NO MORE A PROPER NAME THAN CLOTHED OR SHOD; IT IS ONLY AN ACCESSORY TO A NAME. SUPPOSE NOW THAT BY SOME MEANS JESUS WERE ALSO CALLED VESTITUS (CLOTHED), AS HE IS ACTUALLY CALLED CHRIST FROM THE MYSTERY OF HIS ANOINTING, WOULD YOU IN LIKE MANNER SAY THAT JESUS WAS THE SON OF GOD, AND AT THE SAME TIME SUPPOSE THAT VESTITUS WAS THE FATHER? NOW THEN, CONCERNING CHRIST, IF CHRIST IS THE FATHER, THE FATHER IS AN ANOINTED ONE, AND RECEIVES THE UNCTION OF COURSE FROM ANOTHER. ELSE IF IT IS FROM HIMSELF THAT HE RECEIVES IT, THEN YOU MUST PROVE IT TO US. BUT WE LEARN NO SUCH FACT FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN THAT EJACULATION OF THE CHURCH TO GOD, "OF A TRUTH, LORD, AGAINST YOUR HOLY CHILD JESUS, WHOM YOU HAVE ANOINTED, BOTH HEROD AND PONTIUS PILATE WITH THE GENTILES AND THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL WERE GATHERED TOGETHER." THESE THEN TESTIFIED BOTH THAT JESUS WAS THE SON OF GOD, AND THAT BEING THE SON, HE WAS ANOINTED BY THE FATHER. CHRIST THEREFORE MUST BE THE SAME AS JESUS WHO WAS ANOINTED BY THE FATHER, AND NOT THE FATHER, WHO ANOINTED THE SON. TO THE SAME EFFECT ARE THE WORDS OF PETER: "LET ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL KNOW ASSUREDLY THAT GOD HAS MADE THAT SAME JESUS, WHOM YOU HAVE CRUCIFIED, BOTH LORD AND CHRIST," THAT IS, ANOINTED. JOHN, MOREOVER, BRANDS THAT MAN AS "A LIAR" WHO "DENIES THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST;" WHILST ON THE OTHER HAND HE DECLARES THAT "EVERY ONE IS BORN OF GOD WHO BELIEVES THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST." WHEREFORE HE ALSO EXHORTS US TO BELIEVE IN THE NAME OF HIS (THE FATHER'S,) SON JESUS CHRIST, THAT "OUR FELLOWSHIP MAY BE WITH THE FATHER, AND WITH HIS SON JESUS CHRIST." PAUL, IN LIKE MANNER, EVERYWHERE SPEAKS OF "GOD THE FATHER, AND OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST." WHEN WRITING TO THE ROMANS, HE GIVES THANKS TO GOD THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. TO THE GALATIANS HE DECLARES HIMSELF TO BE "AN APOSTLE NOT OF MEN, NEITHER BY MAN, BUT THROUGH JESUS CHRIST AND GOD THE FATHER." YOU POSSESS INDEED ALL HIS WRITINGS, WHICH TESTIFY PLAINLY TO THE SAME EFFECT, AND SET FORTH TWO -- GOD THE FATHER, AND OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF THE FATHER. (THEY ALSO TESTIFY) THAT JESUS IS HIMSELF THE CHRIST, AND UNDER ONE OR THE OTHER DESIGNATION THE SON OF GOD. FOR PRECISELY BY THE SAME RIGHT AS BOTH NAMES BELONG TO THE SAME PERSON, EVEN THE SON OF GOD, DOES EITHER NAME ALONE WITHOUT THE OTHER BELONG TO THE SAME PERSON. CONSEQUENTLY, WHETHER IT BE THE NAME JESUS WHICH OCCURS ALONE, CHRIST IS ALSO UNDERSTOOD, BECAUSE JESUS IS THE ANOINTED ONE; OR IF THE NAME CHRIST IS THE ONLY ONE GIVEN, THEN JESUS IS IDENTIFIED WITH HIM, BECAUSE THE ANOINTED ONE IS JESUS. NOW, OF THESE TWO NAMES JESUS CHRIST, THE FORMER IS THE PROPER ONE, WHICH WAS GIVEN TO HIM BY THE ANGEL; AND THE LATTER IS ONLY AN ADJUNCT, PREDICABLE OF HIM FROM HIS ANOINTING, -- THUS SUGGESTING THE PROVISO THAT CHRIST MUST BE THE SON, NOT THE FATHER. HOW BLIND, TO BE SURE, IS THE MAN WHO FAILS TO PERCEIVE THAT BY THE NAME OF CHRIST SOME OTHER GOD IS IMPLIED, IF HE ASCRIBES TO THE FATHER THIS NAME OF CHRIST! FOR IF CHRIST IS GOD THE FATHER, WHEN HE SAYS, "I ASCEND TO MY FATHER AND YOUR FATHER, AND TO MY GOD AND YOUR GOD," HE OF COURSE SHOWS PLAINLY ENOUGH THAT THERE IS ABOVE HIMSELF ANOTHER FATHER AND ANOTHER GOD. IF, AGAIN, THE FATHER IS CHRIST, HE MUST BE SOME OTHER BEING WHO "STRENGTHENS THE THUNDER, AND CREATES THE WIND, AND DECLARES TO MEN HIS CHRIST." AND IF "THE KINGS OF THE EARTH STOOD UP, AND THE RULERS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST HIS CHRIST," THAT LORD MUST BE ANOTHER BEING, AGAINST WHOSE CHRIST WERE GATHERED TOGETHER THE KINGS AND THE RULERS. AND IF, TO QUOTE ANOTHER PASSAGE, "THUS SAITH THE LORD TO MY LORD CHRIST," THE LORD WHO SPEAKS TO THE FATHER OF CHRIST MUST BE A DISTINCT BEING. MOREOVER, WHEN THE APOSTLE IN HIS EPISTLE PRAYS, "THAT THE GOD OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST MAY GIVE TO YOU THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND OF KNOWLEDGE," HE MUST BE OTHER (THAN CHRIST), WHO IS THE GOD OF JESUS CHRIST, THE BESTOWER OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS. AND ONCE FOR ALL, THAT WE MAY NOT WANDER THROUGH EVERY PASSAGE, HE "WHO RAISED UP CHRIST FROM THE DEAD, AND IS ALSO TO RAISE UP OUR MORTAL BODIES," MUST CERTAINLY BE, AS THE QUICKENER, DIFFERENT FROM THE DEAD FATHER, OR EVEN FROM THE QUICKENED FATHER, IF CHRIST WHO DIED IS THE FATHER. 
CHAPTER 29 -- IT WAS CHRIST THAT DIED, THE FATHER IS INCAPABLE OF SUFFERING EITHER SOLELY OR WITH ANOTHER. BLASPHEMOUS CONCLUSIONS SPRING FROM PRAXEAS' PREMISES. 
SILENCE! SILENCE ON SUCH BLASPHEMY. LET US BE CONTENT WITH SAVING THAT CHRIST DIED, THE SON OF THE FATHER; AND LET THIS SUFFICE, BECAUSE THE SCRIPTURES HAVE TOLD US SO MUCH. FOR EVEN THE APOSTLE, TO HIS DECLARATION -- WHICH HE MAKES NOT WITHOUT FEELING THE WEIGHT OF IT -- THAT "CHRIST DIED," IMMEDIATELY ADDS, "ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES," IN ORDER THAT HE MAY ALLEVIATE THE HARSHNESS OF THE STATEMENT BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES, AND SO REMOVE OFFENCE FROM THE READER. NOW, ALTHOUGH WHEN TWO SUBSTANCES ARE ALLEGED TO BE IN CHRIST -- NAMELY, THE DIVINE AND THE HUMAN -- IT PLAINLY FOLLOWS THAT THE DIVINE NATURE IS IMMORTAL, AND THAT WHICH IS HUMAN IS MORTAL, IT IS MANIFEST IN WHAT SENSE HE DECLARES "CHRIST DIED" -- EVEN IN THE SENSE IN WHICH HE WAS FLESH AND MAN AND THE SON OF MAN, NOT AS BEING THE SPIRIT AND THE WORD AND THE SON OF GOD. IN SHORT, SINCE HE SAYS THAT IT WAS CHRIST (THAT IS, THE ANOINTED ONE) THAT DIED, HE SHOWS US THAT THAT WHICH DIED WAS THE NATURE WHICH WAS ANOINTED; IN A WORD, THE FLESH. VERY WELL, SAY YOU; SINCE WE ON OUR SIDE AFFIRM OUR DOCTRINE IN PRECISELY THE SAME TERMS WHICH YOU USE ON YOUR SIDE RESPECTING THE SON, WE ARE NOT GUILTY OF BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE LORD GOD, FOR WE DO NOT MAINTAIN THAT HE DIED AFTER THE DIVINE NATURE, BUT ONLY AFTER THE HUMAN. NAY, BUT YOU DO BLASPHEME; BECAUSE YOU ALLEGE NOT ONLY THAT THE FATHER DIED, BUT THAT HE DIED THE DEATH OF THE CROSS. FOR "CURSED ARE THEY WHICH ARE HANGED ON A TREE," -- A CURSE WHICH, AFTER THE LAW, IS COMPATIBLE TO THE SON (INASMUCH AS "CHRIST HAS BEEN MADE A CURSE FOR US," BUT CERTAINLY NOT THE FATHER); SINCE, HOWEVER, YOU CONVERT CHRIST INTO THE FATHER, YOU ARE CHARGEABLE WITH BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE FATHER. BUT WHEN WE ASSERT THAT CHRIST WAS CRUCIFIED, WE DO NOT MALIGN HIM WITH A CURSE; WE ONLY RE-AFFIRM THE CURSE PRONOUNCED BY THE LAW: NOR INDEED DID THE APOSTLE UTTER BLASPHEMY WHEN HE SAID THE SAME THING AS WE. BESIDES, AS THERE IS NO BLASPHEMY IN PREDICATING OF THE SUBJECT THAT WHICH IS FAIRLY APPLICABLE TO IT; SO, ON THE OTHER HAND, IT IS BLASPHEMY WHEN THAT IS ALLEGED CONCERNING THE SUBJECT WHICH IS UNSUITABLE TO IT. ON THIS PRINCIPLE, TOO, THE FATHER WAS NOT ASSOCIATED IN SUFFERING WITH THE SON. THE HERETICS, INDEED, FEARING TO INCUR DIRECT BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE FATHER, HOPE TO DIMINISH IT BY THIS EXPEDIENT: THEY GRANT US SO FAR THAT THE FATHER AND THE SON ARE TWO; ADDING THAT, SINCE IT IS THE SON INDEED WHO SUFFERS, THE FATHER IS ONLY HIS FELLOW-SUFFERER. BUT HOW ABSURD ARE THEY EVEN IN THIS CONCEIT! FOR WHAT IS THE MEANING OF "FELLOW-SUFFERING," BUT THE ENDURANCE OF SUFFERING ALONG WITH ANOTHER? NOW IF THE FATHER IS INCAPABLE OF SUFFERING, HE. IS INCAPABLE OF SUFFERING IN COMPANY WITH ANOTHER; OTHERWISE, IF HE CAN SUFFER WITH ANOTHER, HE IS OF COURSE CAPABLE OF SUFFERING. YOU, IN FACT, YIELD HIM NOTHING BY THIS SUBTERFUGE OF YOUR FEARS. YOU ARE AFRAID TO SAY THAT HE IS CAPABLE OF SUFFERING WHOM YOU MAKE TO BE CAPABLE OF FELLOW-SUFFERING. THEN, AGAIN, THE FATHER IS AS INCAPABLE OF FELLOW-SUFFERING AS THE SON EVEN IS OF SUFFERING UNDER THE CONDITIONS OF HIS EXISTENCE AS GOD. WELL, BUT HOW COULD THE SON SUFFER, IF THE FATHER DID NOT SUFFER WITH HIM? MY ANSWER IS, THE FATHER IS SEPARATE FROM THE SON, THOUGH NOT FROM HIM AS GOD. FOR EVEN IF A RIVER BE SOILED WITH MIRE AND MUD, ALTHOUGH IT FLOWS FROM THE FOUNTAIN IDENTICAL IN NATURE WITH IT, AND IS NOT SEPARATED FROM THE FOUNTAIN, YET THE INJURY WHICH AFFECTS THE STREAM REACHES NOT TO THE FOUNTAIN; AND ALTHOUGH IT IS THE WATER OF THE FOUNTAIN WHICH SUFFERS DOWN THE STREAM, STILL, SINCE IT IS NOT AFFECTED AT THE FOUNTAIN, BUT ONLY IN THE RIVER, THE FOUNTAIN SUFFERS NOTHING, BUT ONLY THE RIVER WHICH ISSUES FROM THE FOUNTAIN. SO LIKEWISE, THE SPIRIT OF GOD, WHATEVER SUFFERING IT MIGHT BE CAPABLE OF IN THE SON, YET, INASMUCH AS IT COULD NOT SUFFER IN THE FATHER, THE FOUNTAIN OF THE GODHEAD, BUT ONLY IN THE SON, IT EVIDENTLY COULD NOT HAVE SUFFERED, AS THE FATHER. BUT IT IS ENOUGH FOR ME THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD SUFFERED NOTHING AS THE SPIRIT OF GOD, SINCE ALL THAT IT SUFFERED IT SUFFERED IN THE SON. IT WAS QUITE ANOTHER MATTER FOR THE FATHER TO SUFFER WITH THE SON IN THE FLESH. THIS LIKEWISE HAS BEEN TREATED BY US. NOR WILL ANY ONE DENIES THIS, SINCE EVEN WE ARE OURSELVES UNABLE TO SUFFER FOR GOD, UNLESS THE SPIRIT OF GOD BE IN US, WHO ALSO UTTERS BY OUR INSTRUMENTALITY WHATEVER PERTAINS TO OUR OWN CONDUCT AND SUFFERING; NOT, HOWEVER, THAT HE HIMSELF SUFFERS IN OUR SUFFERING, ONLY HE BESTOWS ON US THE POWER AND CAPACITY OF SUFFERING. 
CHAPTER 30 -- HOW THE SON WAS FORSAKEN BY THE FATHER UPON THE CROSS. THE TRUE MEANING THEREOF FATAL TO PRAXEAS. SO TOO, THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST, HIS ASCENSION, SESSION AT THE FATHER'S RIGHT HAND, AND MISSION OF THE HOLY GHOST. 
HOWEVER, IF YOU PERSIST IN PUSHING YOUR VIEWS FURTHER, I SHALL FIND MEANS OF ANSWERING YOU WITH GREATER STRINGENCY, AND OF MEETING YOU WITH THE EXCLAMATION OF THE LORD HIMSELF, SO AS TO CHALLENGE YOU WITH THE QUESTION, WHAT IS YOUR INQUIRY AND REASONING ABOUT THAT? YOU HAVE HIM EXCLAIMING IN THE MIDST OF HIS PASSION: "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?" EITHER, THEN, THE SON SUFFERED, BEING "FORSAKEN" BY THE FATHER, AND THE FATHER CONSEQUENTLY SUFFERED NOTHING, INASMUCH AS HE FORSOOK THE SON; OR ELSE, IF IT WAS THE FATHER WHO SUFFERED, THEN TO WHAT GOD WAS IT THAT HE ADDRESSED HIS CRY? BUT THIS WAS THE VOICE OF FLESH AND SOUL, THAT IS TO SAY, OF MAN -- NOT OF THE WORD AND SPIRIT, THAT IS TO SAY, NOT OF GOD; AND IT WAS UTTERED SO AS TO PROVE THE IMPASSIBILITY OF GOD, WHO "FORSOOK" HIS SON, SO FAR AS HE HANDED OVER HIS HUMAN SUBSTANCE TO THE SUFFERING OF DEATH. THIS VERITY THE APOSTLE ALSO PERCEIVED, WHEN HE WRITES TO THIS EFFECT: "IF THE FATHER SPA. RED NOT HIS OWN SON." THIS DID ISAIAH BEFORE HIM LIKEWISE PERCEIVE, WHEN HE DECLARED: "AND THE LORD HAS DELIVERED HIM UP FOR OUR OFFENCES." IN THIS MANNER HE "FORSOOK" HIM, IN NOT SPARING HIM; "FORSOOK" HIM, IN DELIVERING HIM UP. IN ALL OTHER RESPECTS THE FATHER DID NOT FORSAKE THE SON, FOR IT WAS INTO HIS FATHER'S HANDS THAT THE SON COMMENDED HIS. SPIRIT. INDEED, AFTER SO COMMENDING IT, HE INSTANTLY DIED; AND AS THE SPIRIT REMAINED WITH THE FLESH, THE FLESH CANNOT UNDERGO THE FULL EXTENT OF DEATH, I.E., IN CORRUPTION AND DECAY. FOR THE SON, THEREFORE, TO DIE, AMOUNTED TO HIS BEING FORSAKEN BY THE FATHER. THE SON, THEN, BOTH DIES AND RISES AGAIN, ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES. IT IS THE SON, TOO, WHO ASCENDS TO THE HEIGHTS OF HEAVEN, AND ALSO DESCENDS TO THE INNER PARTS OF THE EARTH. "HE SITS AT THE FATHER'S RIGHT HAND" -- NOT THE FATHER AT HIS OWN. HE IS SEEN BY STEPHEN, AT HIS MARTYRDOM BY STONING, STILL SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD? WHERE HE WILL CONTINUE TO SIT, UNTIL THE FATHER SHALL MAKE HIS ENEMIES HIS FOOTSTOOL. HE WILL COME AGAIN ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN, JUST AS HE APPEARED WHEN HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN." MEANWHILE HE HAS RECEIVED FROM THE FATHER THE PROMISED GIFT, AND HAS SHED IT FORTH, EVEN THE HOLY SPIRIT -- THE THIRD NAME IN THE GODHEAD, AND THE THIRD DEGREE OF THE DIVINE MAJESTY; THE DECLARER OF THE ONE MONARCHY OF GOD, BUT AT THE SAME TIME THE INTERPRETER OF THE ECONOMY, TO EVERY ONE WHO HEARS AND RECEIVES THE WORDS OF THE NEW PROPHECY; AND "THE LEADER INTO ALL TRUTH," SUCH AS IS IN THE FATHER, AND THE SON, AND THE HOLY GHOST, ACCORDING TO THE MYSTERY OF THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST. 
CHAPTER 31 -- RETROGRADE CHARACTER OF THE HERESY OF PRAXEAS. THE DOCTRINE OF THE BLESSED TRINITY CONSTITUTES THE GREAT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY. 
BUT, (THIS DOCTRINE OF YOURS BEARS A LIKENESS) TO THE JEWISH FAITH, OF WHICH THIS IS THE SUBSTANCE -- SO TO BELIEVE IN ONE GOD AS TO REFUSE TO RECKON THE SON BESIDES HIM, AND AFTER THE SON THE SPIRIT. NOW, WHAT DIFFERENCE WOULD THERE BE BETWEEN US AND THEM, IF THERE WERE NOT THIS DISTINCTION WHICH YOU ARE FAR BREAKING DOWN? WHAT NEED WOULD THERE BE OF THE GOSPEL, WHICH IS THE SUBSTANCE OF THE NEW COVENANT, LAYING DOWN (AS IT DOES) THAT THE LAW ANTI THE PROPHETS LASTED UNTIL JOHN THE BAPTIST, IF THENCEFORWARD THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE SPIRIT ARE NOT BOTH BELIEVED IN AS THREE, AND AS MAKING ONE ONLY GOD? GOD WAS PLEASED TO RENEW HIS COVENANT WITH MAN IN SUCH A WAY AS THAT HIS UNITY MIGHT BE BELIEVED IN, AFTER A NEW MANNER, THROUGH THE SON AND THE SPIRIT, IN ORDER THAT GOD MIGHT NOW BE KNOWN OPENLY," IN HIS PROPER NAMES AND PERSONS, WHO IN ANCIENT TIMES WAS NOT PLAINLY UNDERSTOOD, THOUGH DECLARED THROUGH THE SON AND THE SPIRIT. AWAY, THEN, WITH THOSE "ANTICHRISTS WHO DENY THE FATHER AND THE SON." FOR THEY DENY THE FATHER, WHEN THEY SAY THAT HE IS THE SAME AS THE SON; AND THEY DENY THE SON, WHEN THEY SUPPOSE HIM TO BE THE SAME AS THE FATHER, BY ASSIGNING TO THEM THINGS WHICH ARE NOT THEIRS, AND TAKING AWAY FROM THEM THINGS WHICH ARE THEIRS. BUT "WHOSOEVER SHALL CONFESS THAT (JESUS) CHRIST IS THE SON OF GOD" (NOT THE FATHER), "GOD DWELLS IN HIM, AND HE IN GOD." WE BELIEVE NOT THE TESTIMONY OF GOD IN WHICH HE TESTIFIES TO US OF HIS SON. "HE THAT HAS NOT THE SON, HAS NOT LIFE." AND THAT MAN HAS NOT THE SON, WHO BELIEVES HIM TO BE ANY OTHER THAN THE SON. 
TERTULLIAN: APPENDIX
TERTULLIAN APPENDIX. AGAINST ALL HERESIES.
CHAP. I.--EARLIEST HERETICS: SIMON MAGUS, MENANDER, SATURNINUS, BASILIDES, NICOLAUS. [THE WORK BEGINS AS A FRAGMENT.] 
OF WHICH HERETICS I WILL (TO PASS BY A GOOD DEAL) SUMMARIZE SOME FEW PARTICULARS. FOR OF JUDAISM'S HERETICS I AM SILENT--DOSITHEUS THE SAMARITAN, I MEAN, WHO WAS THE FIRST WHO HAD THE HARDIHOOD TO REPUDIATE THE PROPHETS, ON THE GROUND THAT THEY HAD NOT SPOKEN UNDER INSPIRATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. OF THE SADDUCEES I AM SILENT, WHO, SPRINGING FROM THE ROOT OF THIS ERROR, HAD THE HARDIHOOD TO ADJOIN TO THIS HERESY THE DENIAL LIKEWISE OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH. THE PHARISEES I PRETERMIT, WHO WERE "DIVIDED" FROM THE JEWS BY THEIR SUPERIMPOSING OF CERTAIN ADDITAMENTS TO THE LAW, WHICH FACT LIKEWISE MADE THEM WORTHY OF RECEIVING THIS VERY NAME; AND, TOGETHER WITH THEM, THE HERODIANS LIKEWISE, WHO SAID THAT HEROD WAS CHRIST. TO THOSE I BETAKE MYSELF WHO HAVE CHOSEN TO MAKE THE GOSPEL THE STARTING-POINT OF THEIR HERESIES. OF THESE THE FIRST OF ALL IS SIMON MAGUS, WHO IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES EARNED A CONDIGN AND JUST SENTENCE FROM THE APOSTLE PETER. HE HAD THE HARDIHOOD TO CALL HIMSELF THE SUPREME VIRTUE, THAT IS, THE SUPREME GOD; AND MOREOVER, (TO ASSERT) THAT THE UNIVERSE HAD BEEN ORIGINATED BY HIS ANGELS; THAT HE HAD DESCENDED IN QUEST OF AN ERRING DAEMON, WHICH WAS WISDOM; THAT, IN A PHANTASMAL SEMBLANCE OF GOD, HE HAD NOT SUFFERED AMONG THE JEWS, BUT WAS AS IF HE HAD SUFFERED. AFTER HIM MENANDER, HIS DISCIPLE (LIKEWISE A MAGICIAN), SAYING THE SAME AS SIMON. WHATEVER SIMON HAD AFFIRMED HIMSELF TO BE, THIS DID MENANDER EQUALLY AFFIRM HIMSELF TO BE, ASSERTING THAT NONE COULD POSSIBLY HAVE SALVATION WITHOUT BEING BAPTIZED IN HIS NAME. AFTERWARDS, AGAIN, FOLLOWED SATURNINUS: HE, TOO, AFFIRMING THAT THE INNASCIBLE VIRTUE, THAT IS GOD, ABIDES IN THE HIGHEST REGIONS, AND THAT THOSE REGIONS ARE INFINITE, AND IN THE REGIONS IMMEDIATELY ABOVE US; BUT THAT ANGELS FAR REMOVED FROM HIM MADE THE LOWER WORLD; AND THAT, BECAUSE LIGHT FROM ABOVE HAD FLASHED REFULGENTLY IN THE LOWER REGIONS, THE ANGELS HAD CAREFULLY TRIED TO FORM MAN AFTER THE SIMILITUDE OF THAT LIGHT; THAT MAN LAY CRAWLING ON THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH; THAT THIS LIGHT AND THIS HIGHER VIRTUE WAS, THANKS TO MERCY, THE SALVABLE SPARK IN MAN, WHILE ALL THE REST OF HIM PERISHES; THAT CHRIST HAD NOT EXISTED IN A BODILY SUBSTANCE, AND HAD ENDURED A QUASI-PASSION IN A PHANTASMAL SHAPE MERELY; THAT A RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH THERE WILL BY NO MEANS BE. AFTERWARDS BROKE OUT THE HERETIC BASILIDES. HE AFFIRMS THAT THERE IS A SUPREME DEITY, BY NAME ABRAXAS, BY WHOM WAS CREATED MIND, WHICH IN GREEK HE CALLS NOUS; THAT THENCE SPRANG THE WORD; THAT OF HIM ISSUED PROVIDENCE, VIRTUE, AND WISDOM; THAT OUT OF THESE SUBSEQUENTLY WERE MADE PRINCIPALITIES, POWERS, AND ANGELS; THAT THERE ENSUED INFINITE ISSUES AND PROCESSIONS OF ANGELS; THAT BY THESE ANGELS 365 HEAVENS WERE FORMED, AND THE WORLD, IN HONOUR OF ABRAXAS, WHOSE NAME, IF COMPUTED, HAS IN ITSELF THIS NUMBER. NOW, AMONG THE LAST OF THE ANGELS, THOSE WHO MADE THIS WORLD, HE PLACES THE GOD OF THE JEWS LATEST, THAT IS, THE GOD OF THE LAW AND OF THE PROPHETS, WHOM HE DENIES TO BE A GOD, BUT AFFIRMS TO BE AN ANGEL. TO HIM, HE SAYS, WAS ALLOTTED THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, AND ACCORDINGLY HE IT WAS WHO TRANSFERRED THE SONS OF ISRAEL FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN; AFFIRMING HIM TO BE TURBULENT ABOVE THE OTHER ANGELS, AND ACCORDINGLY GIVEN TO THE FREQUENT AROUSING OF SEDITIONS AND WARS, YES, AND THE SHEDDING OF HUMAN BLOOD. CHRIST, MOREOVER, HE AFFIRMS TO HAVE BEEN SENT, NOT BY THIS MAKER OF THE WORLD, BUT BY THE ABOVE-NAMED ABRAXAS; AND TO HAVE COME IN A PHANTASM, AND BEEN DESTITUTE OF THE SUBSTANCE OF FLESH: THAT IT WAS NOT HE WHO SUFFERED AMONG THE JEWS, BUT THAT SIMON WAS CRUCIFIED IN HIS STEAD: WHENCE, AGAIN, THERE MUST BE NO BELIEVING ON HIM WHO WAS CRUCIFIED, LEST ONE CONFESS TO HAVING BELIEVED ON SIMON. MARTYRDOMS, HE SAYS, ARE NOT TO BE ENDURED. THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH HE STRENUOUSLY IMPUGNS, AFFIRMING THAT SALVATION HAS NOT BEEN PROMISED TO BODIES. A BROTHER HERETIC EMERGED IN NICOLAUS. HE WAS ONE OF THE SEVEN DEACONS WHO WERE APPOINTED IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. HE AFFIRMS THAT DARKNESS WAS SEIZED WITH A CONCUPISCENCE--AND, INDEED, A FOUL AND OBSCENE ONE--AFTER LIGHT: OUT OF THIS PERMIXTURE IT IS A SHAME TO SAY WHAT FETID AND UNCLEAN (COMBINATIONS AROSE). THE REST (OF HIS TENETS), TOO, ARE OBSCENE. FOR HE TELLS OF CERTAIN AEONS, SONS OF TURPITUDE, AND OF CONJUNCTIONS OF EXECRABLE AND OBSCENE EMBRACES AND PER-MIXTURES, AND CERTAIN YET BASER OUTCOMES OF THESE. HE TEACHES THAT THERE WERE BORN, MOREOVER, DAEMONS, AND GODS, AND SPIRITS SEVEN, AND OTHER THINGS SUFFICIENTLY SACRILEGIOUS. ALIKE AND FOUL, WHICH WE BLUSH TO RECOUNT, AND AT ONCE PASS THEM BY. ENOUGH IT IS FOR US THAT THIS HERESY OF THE NICOLAITANS HAS BEEN CONDEMNED BY THE APOCALYPSE OF THE LORD WITH THE WEIGHTIEST AUTHORITY ATTACHING TO A SENTENCE, IN SAYING "BECAUSE THIS THOU HOLDEST, THOU HATEST THE DOCTRINE OF THE NICOLAITANS, WHICH I TOO HATE." 
CHAP. II.--OPHITES, CAINITES, SETHITES. 
TO THESE ARE ADDED THOSE HERETICS LIKEWISE WHO ARE CALLED OPHITES: FOR THEY MAGNIFY THE SERPENT TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT THEY PREFER HIM EVEN TO CHRIST HIMSELF; FOR IT WAS HE, THEY SAY, WHO GAVE US THE ORIGIN OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND OF EVIL. HIS POWER AND MAJESTY (THEY SAY) MOSES PERCEIVING, SET UP THE BRAZEN SERPENT; AND WHOEVER GAZED UPON HIM OBTAINED HEALTH. CHRIST HIMSELF (THEY SAY FURTHER) IN HIS GOSPEL IMITATES MOSES' SERPENT'S SACRED POWER, IN SAYING: "AND AS MOSES UPREARED THE SERPENT IN THE DESERT, SO IT BEHOOVED THE SON OF MAN TO BE UPREARED." HIM THEY INTRODUCE TO BLESS THEIR EUCHARISTIC (ELEMENTS). NOW THE WHOLE PARADE AND DOCTRINE OF THIS ERROR FLOWED FROM THE FOLLOWING SOURCE. THEY SAY THAT FROM THE SUPREME PRIMARY AEON WHOM THEN SPEAK OF THERE EMANATED SEVERAL OTHER INFERIOR AEONS. TO ALL THESE, HOWEVER, THERE OPPOSED HIMSELF AN AEON WHO NAME IS IALDABAOTH. HE HAD BEEN CONCEIVED BY THE PERMIXTURE OF A SECOND AEON WITH INFERIOR AEONS; AND AFTERWARDS, WHEN HE HAD BEEN DESIROUS OF FORCING HIS WAY INTO THE HIGHER REGIONS, HAD BEEN DISABLED BY THE PERMIXTURE OF THE GRAVITY OF MATTER WITH HIMSELF TO ARRIVE AT THE HIGHER REGIONS; HAD BEEN LEFT IN THE MIDST, AND HAD EXTENDED HIMSELF TO HIS FULL DIMENSIONS, AND THUS HAD MADE THE SKY. IALDABAOTH, HOWEVER, HAD DESCENDED LOWER, AND HAD MADE HIM SEVEN SONS, AND HAD SHUT FROM THEIR VIEW THE UPPER REGIONS BY SELF-DISTENSION, IN ORDER THAT, SINCE (THESE) ANGELS COULD NOT KNOW WHAT WAS ABOVE, THEY MIGHT THINK HIM THE SOLE GOD. THESE INFERIOR VIRTUES AND ANGELS, THEREFORE, HAD MADE MAN; AND, BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN ORIGINATED BY WEAKER AND MEDIOCRE POWERS, HE LAY CRAWLING, WORM-LIKE. THAT AEON, HOWEVER, OUT OF WHICH IALDABOATH HAD PROCEEDED, MOVED TO THE HEART WITH ENVY, HAD INJECTED INTO MAN AS HE LAY A CERTAIN SPARK; EXCITED WHEREBY, HE WAS THROUGH PRUDENCE TO GROW WISE, AND BE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THE THINGS ABOVE. SO, AGAIN, THE IALDABOATH AFORESAID, TURNING INDIGNANT, HAD EMITTED OUT OF HIMSELF THE VIRTUE AND SIMILITUDE OF THE SERPENT; AND THIS HAD BEEN THE VIRTUE IN PARADISE--THAT IS, THIS HAD BEEN THE SERPENT--WHOM EVE HAD BELIEVED AS IF HE HAD BEEN GOD THE SON. HE PLUCKED, SAY THEY, FROM THE FRUIT OF THE TREE, AND THUS CONFERRED ON MANKIND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS GOOD AND EVIL. CHRIST, MOREOVER, EXISTED NOT IN SUBSTANCE OF FLESH: SALVATION OF THE FLESH IS NOT TO BE HOPED FOR AT ALL. MOREOVER, ALSO, THERE HAS BROKEN OUT ANOTHER HERESY ALSO, WHICH IS CALLED THAT OF THE CAINITES. AND THE REASON IS, THAT THEY MAGNIFY CAIN AS IF HE HAD BEEN CONCEIVED OF SOME. POTENT VIRTUE WHICH OPERATED IN HIM; FOR ABEL HAD BEEN PROCREATED AFTER BEING CONCEIVED OF AN INFERIOR VIRTUE, AND ACCORDINGLY HAD BEEN FOUND INFERIOR. THEY WHO ASSERT THIS LIKEWISE DEFEND THE TRAITOR JUDAS, TELLING US THAT HE IS ADMIRABLE AND GREAT, BECAUSE OF THE ADVANTAGES HE IS VAUNTED TO HAVE CONFERRED ON MANKIND; FOR SOME OF THEM THINK THAT THANKSGIVING IS TO BE RENDERED TO JUDAS ON THIS ACCOUNT: VIZ., JUDAS, THEY SAY, OBSERVING THAT CHRIST WISHED TO SUBVERT THE TRUTH, BETRAYED HIM, IN ORDER THAT THERE MIGHT BE NO POSSIBILITY OF TRUTH'S BEING SUBVERTED. AND OTHERS THUS DISPUTE AGAINST THEM, AND SAY: BECAUSE THE POWERS OF THIS WORLD WERE UNWILLING THAT CHRIST SHOULD SUFFER, LEST THROUGH HIS DEATH SALVATION SHOULD BE PREPARED FOR MANKIND, HE, CONSULTING FOR THE SALVATION OF MANKIND, BETRAYED CHRIST, IN ORDER THAT THERE MIGHT BE NO POSSIBILITY AT ALL OF THE SALVATION BEING IMPEDED, WHICH WAS BEING IMPEDED THROUGH THE VIRTUES WHICH WERE OPPOSING CHRIST'S PASSION; AND THUS, THROUGH THE PASSION OF CHRIST, THERE MIGHT BE NO POSSIBILITY OF THE SALVATION OF MANKIND BEING RETARDED. BUT, AGAIN, THE HERESY HAS STARTED FORTH WHICH IS CALLED THAT OF THE SETHITES. THE DOCTRINE OF THIS PERVERSITY IS AS FOLLOWS. TWO HUMAN BEINGS WERE FORMED BY THE ANGELS--CAIN AND ABEL. ON THEIR ACCOUNT AROSE GREAT CONTENTIONS AND DISCORDS AMONG THE ANGELS; FOR THIS REASON, THAT VIRTUE WHICH WAS ABOVE ALL THE VIRTUES--WHICH THEY STYLE THE MOTHER--WHEN THEY SAID THAT ABEL HAD BEEN SLAIN, WILLED THIS SETH OF THEIRS TO BE CONCEIVED AND BORN IN PLACE OF ABEL, IN ORDER THAT THOSE ANGELS MIGHT BE ESCHEATED WHO HAD CREATED THOSE TWO FORMER HUMAN BEINGS, WHILE THIS PURE SEED RISES AND IS BORN. FOR THEY SAY THAT THERE HAD BEEN INIQUITOUS PERMIXTURES OF TWO ANGELS AND HUMAN BEINGS; FOR WHICH REASON THAT VIRTUE WHICH (AS WE HAVE SAID) THEY STYLE THE MOTHER BROUGHT ON THE DELUGE EVEN, FOR THE PURPOSE OF VENGEANCE, IN ORDER THAT THAT SEED OF PERMIXTURE MIGHT BE SWEPT AWAY, AND THIS ONLY SEED WHICH WAS PURE BE KEPT ENTIRE. BUT (IN VAIN): FOR THEY WHO HAD ORIGINATED THOSE OF THE FORMER SEED SENT INTO THE ARK (SECRETLY AND STEALTHILY, AND UNKNOWN TO THAT MOTHER-VIRTUE), TOGETHER WITH THOSE "EIGHT SOULS," THE SEED LIKEWISE OF HAM, IN ORDER THAT THE SEED OF EVIL SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT SHOULD, TOGETHER WITH THE REST, BE PRESERVED, AND AFTER THE DELUGE BE RESTORED TO THE EARTH, AND, BY EXAMPLE OF THE REST, SHOULD GROW UP AND DIFFUSE ITSELF, AND FILL AND OCCUPY THE WHOLE ORB. OF CHRIST, MOREOVER, THEIR SENTIMENTS ARE SUCH THAT THEY CALL HIM MERELY SETH, AND SAY THAT HE WAS INSTEAD OF THE ACTUAL SETH. 
CHAP. III.--CARPOCRATES, CERINTHUS, EBION. 
CARPOCRATES, FURTHERMORE, INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING SECT. HE AFFIRMS THAT THERE IS ONE VIRTUE, THE CHIEF AMONG THE UPPER (REGIONS): THAT OUT OF THIS WERE PRODUCED ANGELS AND VIRTUES, WHICH, BEING FAR DISTANT FROM THE UPPER VIRTUES, CREATED THIS WORLD IN THE LOWER REGIONS: THAT CHRIST WAS NOT BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY, BUT WAS GENERATED--A MERE HUMAN BEING--OF THE SEED OF JOSEPH, SUPERIOR (THEY ADMIT) ABOVE ALL OTHERS IN THE PRACTICE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND IN INTEGRITY OF LIFE; THAT HE SUFFERED AMONG THE JEWS; AND THAT HIS SOUL ALONE WAS RECEIVED IN HEAVEN AS HAVING BEEN MORE FIRM AND HARDY THAN ALL OTHERS: WHENCE HE WOULD INFER, RETAINING ONLY THE SALVATION OF SOULS, THAT THERE ARE NO RESURRECTIONS OF THE BODY. AFTER HIM BRAKE OUT THE HERETIC CERINTHUS, TEACHING SIMILARLY. FOR HE, TOO, SAYS THAT THE WORLD WAS ORIGINATED BY THOSE ANGELS; AND SETS FORTH CHRIST AS BORN OF THE SEED OF JOSEPH, CONTENDING THAT HE WAS MERELY HUMAN, WITHOUT DIVINITY; AFFIRMING ALSO THAT THE LAW WAS GIVEN BY ANGELS; REPRESENTING THE GOD OF THE JEWS AS NOT THE LORD, BUT AN ANGEL. HIS SUCCESSOR WAS EBION, NOT AGREEING WITH CERINTHUS IN EVERY POINT; IN THAT HE AFFIRMS THE WORLD TO HAVE BEEN MADE BY GOD, NOT BY ANGELS; AND BECAUSE IT IS WRITTEN, "NO DISCIPLE ABOVE HIS MASTER, NOR SERVANT ABOVE HIS LORD, " SETS FORTH LIKEWISE THE LAW AS BINDING, OF COURSE FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXCLUDING THE GOSPEL AND VINDICATING JUDAISM. 
CHAP. IV.--VALENTINUS, PTOLEMY AND SECUN DUS, HERACLEON. 
VALENTINUS THE HERETIC, MOREOVER, INTRODUCED MANY FABLES. THESE I WILL RETRENCH AND BRIEFLY SUMMARIZE. FOR HE INTRODUCES THE PLEROMA AND THE THIRTY AEONS. THESE AEONS, MOREOVER, HE EXPLAINS IN THE WAY OF SYZYGIES, THAT IS, CONJUGAL UNIONS OF SOME KIND. FOR AMONG THE FIRST, HE SAYS, WERE DEPTH AND SILENCE; OF THESE PROCEEDED MIND AND TRUTH; OUT OF WHOM BURST THE WORD AND LIFE; FROM WHOM, AGAIN, WERE CREATED MAN AND THE CHURCH. BUT (THESE ARE NOT ALL); FOR OF THESE LAST ALSO PROCEEDED TWELVE AEONS; FROM SPEECH, MOREOVER, AND LIFE PROCEEDED OTHER TEN AEONS: SUCH IS THE TRIACONTAD OF AEONS, WHICH IS MADE UP IN THE PLEROMA OF AN OGDOAD, A DECAD, AND A DUODECAD. THE THIRTIETH AEON, MOREOVER, WILLED TO SEE THE GREAT BYTHUS; AND, TO SEE HIM, HAD THE HARDIHOOD TO ASCEND INTO THE UPPER REGIONS; AND NOT BEING CAPABLE OF SEEING HIS MAGNITUDE, DESPONDED, AND ALMOST SUFFERED DISSOLUTION, HAD NOT SOME ONE, HE WHOM HE CALLS HOROS, TO WIT,--SENT TO INVIGORATE HIM, STRENGTHENED HIM BY PRONOUNCING THE WORD "IAO." THIS AEON, MOREOVER, WHICH WAS THUS REDUCED TO DESPONDENCY, HE CALLS ACHAMOTH, (AND SAYS) THAT HE WAS SEIZED WITH CERTAIN REGRETFUL PASSIONS, AND OUT OF HIS PASSIONS GAVE BIRTH TO MATERIAL ESSENCES. FOR HE WAS PANIC-STRICKEN, HE SAYS, AND TERROR-STRICKEN, AND OVERCOME WITH SADNESS; AND OF THESE PASSIONS HE CONCEIVED AND BARE. HENCE HE MADE THE HEAVEN, AND THE EARTH, AND THE SEA, AND WHATEVER IS IN THEM: FOR WHICH CAUSE ALL THINGS MADE BY HIM ARE INFIRM, AND FRAIL, AND CAPABLE OF FALLING, AND MORTAL, INASMUCH AS HE HIMSELF WAS CONCEIVED AND PRODUCED FROM DESPONDENCY. HE, HOWEVER, ORIGINATED THIS WORLD OUT OF THOSE MATERIAL ESSENCES WHICH ACHAMOTH, BY HIS PANIC, OR TERROR, OR SADNESS, OR SWEAT, HAD SUPPLIED. FOR OF HIS PANIC, HE SAYS, WAS MADE DARKNESS; OF HIS FEAR AND IGNORANCE, THE SPIRITS OF WICKEDNESS AND MALIGNITY; OF HIS SADNESS AND TEARS, THE HUMIDITIES OF FOUNTS, THE MATERIAL ESSENCE OF FLOODS AND SEA. CHRIST, MOREOVER, WAS SENT BY THAT FIRST-FATHER WHO IS BYTHUS. HE, MOREOVER, WAS NOT IN THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR FLESH; BUT, BRINGING DOWN FROM HEAVEN SOME SPIRITUAL BODY OR OTHER, PASSED THROUGH THE VIRGIN MARY AS WATER THROUGH A PIPE, NEITHER RECEIVING NOR BORROWING AUGHT THENCE. THE RESURRECTION OF OUR PRESENT FLESH HE DENIES, BUT (MAINTAINS THAT) OF SOME SISTER-FLESH. OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS SOME PARTS HE APPROVES, SOME HE DISAPPROVES; THAT IS, HE DISAPPROVES ALL IN REPROBATING SOME. A GOSPEL OF HIS OWN HE LIKEWISE HAS, BESIDE THESE OF OURS. AFTER HIM AROSE THE HERETICS PTOLEMY AND SECUNDUS, WHO AGREE THROUGHOUT WITH VALENTINUS, DIFFERING ONLY IN THE FOLLOWING POINT: VIZ., WHEREAS VALENTINUS HAD REIGNED BUT THIRTY AEONS, THEY HAVE ADDED SEVERAL MORE; FOR THEY FIRST ADDED FOUR, AND SUBSEQUENTLY FOUR MORE. AND VALENTINE'S ASSERTION, THAT IT WAS THE THIRTIETH AEON WHICH STRAYED OUT FROM THE PLEROMA, (AS FALLING INTO DESPONDENCY,) THEY DENY; FOR THE ONE WHICH DESPONDED ON ACCOUNT OF DISAPPOINTED YEARNING TO SEE THE FIRST-FATHER WAS NOT OF THE ORIGINAL TRIACONTAD, THEY SAY. THERE AROSE, BESIDES, HERACLEON, A BROTHER-HERETIC, WHOSE SENTIMENTS PAIR WITH VALENTINE'S; BUT, BY SOME NOVELTY OF TERMINOLOGY, HE IS DESIROUS OF SEEMING TO DIFFER IN SENTIMENT. FOR HE INTRODUCES THE NOTION THAT THERE EXISTED FIRST WHAT HE TERMS (A MONAD); AND THEN OUT OF THAT MONAD (AROSE) TWO, AND THEN THE REST OF THE AEONS. THEN HE INTRODUCES THE WHOLE SYSTEM OF VALENTINE. 
CHAP. V.--MARCUS AND COLARBASUS. 
AFTER THESE THERE WERE NOT WANTING A MARCUS AND A COLARBASUS, COMPOSING A NOVEL HERESY OUT OF THE GREEK ALPHABET. FOR THEY AFFIRM THAT WITHOUT THOSE LETTERS, TRUTH CANNOT BE FOUND; NAY MORE, THAT IN THOSE LETTERS THE WHOLE PLENITUDE AND PERFECTION OF TRUTH IS COMPRISED; FOR THIS WAS WHY CHRIST SAID, "I AM THE ALPHA AND THE OMEGA." IN FACT, THEY SAY THAT JESUS CHRIST DESCENDED, THAT IS, THAT THE DOVE CAME DOWN ON JESUS; AND, SINCE THE DOVE IS STYLED BY THE GREEK NAME PERISTERA-- (PERISTERA), IT HAS IN ITSELF THIS NUMBER DCCCI. THESE MEN RUN THROUGH THEIR W, Y, X, G, T--THROUGH THE WHOLE ALPHABET, INDEED, UP TO A AND B--AND COMPUTE OGDOADS AND DECADS. SO, WE MAY GRANT IT USELESS AND IDLE TO RECOUNT ALL THEIR TRIFLES. WHAT, HOWEVER, MUST BE ALLOWED NOT MERELY VAIN, BUT LIKEWISE DANGEROUS, IS THIS: THEY FEIGN A SECOND GOD, BESIDE THE CREATOR; THEY AFFIRM THAT CHRIST WAS NOT IN THE SUBSTANCE OF FLESH; THEY SAY THERE IS TO BE NO RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH. 
CHAP. VI.--CERDO, MARCION, LUGAN, APELLES. 
TO THIS IS ADDED ONE CERDO. HE INTRODUCES TWO FIRST CAUSES, THAT IS, TWO GODS--ONE GOOD, THE OTHER CRUEL: THE GOOD BEING THE SUPERIOR; THE LATTER, THE CRUEL ONE, BEING THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD. HE REPUDIATES THE PROPHECIES AND THE LAW; RENOUNCES GOD THE CREATOR; MAINTAINS THAT CHRIST WHO CAME WAS THE SON OF THE SUPERIOR GOD; AFFIRMS THAT HE WAS NOT IN THE SUBSTANCE OF FLESH; STATES HIM TO HAVE BEEN ONLY IN A PHANTASMAL SHAPE, TO HAVE NOT REALLY SUFFERED, BUT UNDERGONE A QUASI-PASSION, AND NOT TO HAVE BEEN BORN OF A VIRGIN, NAY, REALLY NOT TO HAVE BEEN BORN AT ALL. A RESURRECTION OF THE SOUL MERELY DOES HE APPROVE, DENYING THAT OF THE BODY. THE GOSPEL OF LUKE ALONE, AND THAT NOT ENTIRE, DOES HE RECEIVE. OF THE APOSTLE PAUL HE TAKES NEITHER ALL THE EPISTLES, NOR IN THEIR INTEGRITY. THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES AND THE APOCALYPSE HE REJECTS AS FALSE. AFTER HIM EMERGED A DISCIPLE OF HIS, ONE MARCION BY NAME, A NATIVE OF PONTUS, SON OF A BISHOP, EXCOMMUNICATED BECAUSE OF A RAPE COMMITTED ON A CERTAIN VIRGIN. HE, STARTING FROM THE FACT THAT IT IS SAID, "EVERY GOOD TREE BEARETH GOOD FRUIT, BUT AN EVIL EVIL," ATTEMPTED TO APPROVE THE HERESY OF CERDO; SO THAT HIS ASSERTIONS ARE IDENTICAL WITH THOSE OF THE FORMER HERETIC BEFORE HIM. AFTER HIM AROSE ONE LUCAN BY NAME, A FOLLOWER AND DISCIPLE OF MARCION. HE, TOO, WADING THROUGH THE SAME KINDS OF BLASPHEMY, TEACHES THE SAME AS MARCION AND CERDO HAD TAUGHT. CLOSE ON THEIR HEELS FOLLOWS APELLES, A DISCIPLE OF MARCION, WHO AFTER LAPSING, INTO HIS OWN CARNALITY, WAS SEVERED FROM MARCION. HE INTRODUCES ONE GOD IN THE INFINITE UPPER REGIONS, AND STATES THAT HE MADE MANY POWERS AND ANGELS; BESIDE HIM, WITHAL, ANOTHER VIRTUE, WHICH HE AFFIRMS TO BE CALLED LORD, BUT REPRESENTS AS AN ANGEL. BY HIM HE WILL HAVE IT APPEAR THAT THE WORLD. WAS ORIGINATED IN IMITATION OF A SUPERIOR WORLD. WITH THIS LOWER WORLD HE MINGLED THROUGHOUT (A PRINCIPLE OF) REPENTANCE, BECAUSE HE HAD NOT MADE IT SO PERFECTLY AS THAT SUPERIOR WORLD HAD BEEN ORIGINATED. THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, HE REPUDIATES. CHRIST HE NEITHER, LIKE MARCION, AFFIRMS TO HAVE BEEN IN A PHANTASMAL SHAPE, NOR YET IN SUBSTANCE OF A TRUE BODY, AS THE GOSPEL TEACHES; BUT SAYS, BECAUSE HE DESCENDED FROM THE UPPER REGIONS, THAT IN THE COURSE OF HIS DESCENT HE WOVE TOGETHER FOR HIMSELF A STARRY AND AIRY FLESH; AND, IN HIS RESURRECTION, RESTORED, IN THE COURSE OF HIS ASCENT, TO THE SEVERAL INDIVIDUAL ELEMENTS WHATEVER HAD BEEN BORROWED IN HIS DESCENT: AND THUS--THE SEVERAL PARTS OF HIS BODY DISPERSED--HE REINSTATED IN HEAVEN HIS SPIRIT ONLY. THIS MAN DENIES THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH. HE USES, TOO, ONE ONLY APOSTLE; BUT THAT IS MARCION'S, THAT IS, A MUTILATED ONE. HE TEACHES THE SALVATION OF SOULS ALONE. HE HAS, BESIDES, PRIVATE BUT EXTRAORDINARY LECTIONS OF HIS OWN, WHICH HE CALLS "MANIFESTATIONS, OF ONE PHILUMENE, A GIRL WHOM HE FOLLOWS AS A PROPHETESS. HE HAS, BESIDES, HIS OWN BOOKS, WHICH HE HAS ENTITLED BOOKS OF SYLLOGISMS, IN WHICH HE SEEKS TO PROVE THAT WHATEVER MOSES HAS WRITTEN ABOUT GOD IS NOT TRUE, BUT IS FALSE. 
CHAP. VII.--TATIAN, CATAPHRYGIANS, CATAPROCLANS, CATHESCHINETANS. 
TO ALL THESE HERETICS IS ADDED ONE TATIAN, A BROTHER-HERETIC. THIS MAN WAS JUSTIN MARTYR'S DISCIPLE. AFTER JUSTIN'S DEATH HE BEGAN TO CHERISH DIFFERENT OPINIONS FROM HIS. FOR HE WHOLLY SAVORS OF VALENTINUS; ADDING THIS, THAT ADAM CANNOT EVEN ATTAIN SALVATION: AS IF, WHEN THE BRANCHES BECOME SALVABLE, THE ROOT WERE NOT! OTHER HERETICS SWELL THE LIST WHO ARE CALLED CATAPHRYGIANS, BUT THEIR TEACHING IS NOT UNIFORM. FOR THERE ARE (OF THEM) SAME WHO ARE CALLED CATAPROCLANS; THERE ARE OTHERS WHO ARE TERMED CATAESCHINETANS. THESE HAVE A BLASPHEMY COMMON, AND A BLASPHEMY NOT COMMON, BUT PECULIAR AND SPECIAL. THE COMMON BLASPHEMY LIES IN THEIR SAYING THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS IN THE APOSTLES INDEED, THE PARACLETE WAS NOT; AND IN THEIR SAYING THAT THE PARACLETE HAS SPOKEN IN MONTANUS MORE THINGS THAN CHRIST BROUGHT FORWARD INTO (THE COMPASS OF) THE GOSPEL, AND NOT MERELY MORE, BUT LIKEWISE BETTER AND GREATER. BUT THE PARTICULAR ONE THEY WHO FOLLOW AESCHINES HAVE; THIS, NAMELY, WHEREBY THEY ADD THIS, THAT THEY AFFIRM CHRIST TO BE HIMSELF SON AND FATHER. 
CHAP. VIII.--BLASTUS, TWO THEODOTI, PRAXEAS. 
IN ADDITION TO ALL THESE, THERE IS LIKEWISE BLASTUS, WHO WOULD LATENTLY INTRODUCE JUDAISM. FOR HE SAYS THE PASSOVER IS NOT TO BE KEPT OTHERWISE THAN ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MOSES, ON THE FOURTEENTH OF THE MONTH. BUT WHO WOULD FAIL TO SEE THAT EVANGELICAL GRACE IS ESCHEATED IF HE RECALLS CHRIST TO THE LAW? ADD TO THESE THEODOTUS THE BYZANTINE, WHO, AFTER BEING APPREHENDED FOR CHRIST'S NAME, AND APOSTATIZING, CEASED NOT TO BLASPHEME AGAINST CHRIST. FOR HE INTRODUCED A DOCTRINE BY WHICH TO AFFIRM THAT CHRIST WAS MERELY A HUMAN BEING, BUT DENY HIS DEITY; TEACHING THAT HE WAS BORN OF THE HOLY SPIRIT INDEED OF A VIRGIN, BUT WAS A SOLITARY AND BARE HUMAN BEING, WITH NO PRE-EMINENCE ABOVE THE REST (OF MANKIND), BUT ONLY THAT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. AFTER HIM BRAKE OUT A SECOND HERETICAL THEODOTUS, WHO AGAIN HIMSELF INTRODUCED A SISTER-SECT, AND SAYS THAT THE HUMAN BEING CHRIST HIMSELF WAS MERELY CONCEIVED ALIKE, AND BORN, OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE VIRGIN MARY, BUT THAT HE WAS INFERIOR TO MELCHIZEDEK; BECAUSE IT IS SAID OF CHRIST, "THOU ART A PRIEST UNTO ETERNITY, AFTER THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK." FOR THAT MELCHIZEDEK, HE SAYS, WAS A HEAVENLY VIRTUE OF PRE-EMINENT GRACE; IN THAT CHRIST ACTS FOR HUMAN BEINGS, BEING MADE THEIR DEPRECATOR AND ADVOCATE: MELCHIZEDEK DOES SO FOR HEAVENLY ANGELS AND VIRTUES. FOR TO SUCH A DEGREE, HE SAYS, IS HE BETTER THAN CHRIST, THAT HE IS APATWR (FATHERLESS), AMHTWR (MOTHERLESS), AGENEALOGHTOS (WITHOUT GENEALOGY), OF WHOM NEITHER THE BEGINNING NOR THE END HAS BEEN COMPREHENDED, NOR CAN BE COMPREHENDED. BUT AFTER ALL THESE, AGAIN, ONE PRAXEAS INTRODUCED A HERESY WHICH VICTORINUS WAS CAREFUL TO CORROBORATE. HE ASSERTS THAT JESUS CHRIST IS GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY. HIM HE CONTENDS TO HAVE BEEN CRUCIFIED, AND SUFFERED, AND DIED; BESIDE WHICH, WITH A PROFANE AND SACRILEGIOUS TEMERITY, HE MAINTAINS THE PROPOSITION THAT HE IS HIMSELF SITTING AT HIS OWN RIGHT HAND. 
TERTULLIAN: THE PRESCRIPTION AGAINST HERETICS
TERTULLIAN: THE PRESCRIPTION AGAINST HERETICS.
CHAP. I.--INTRODUCTORY. HERESIES MUST EXIST, AND EVEN ABOUND; THEY ARE A PROBATION TO FAITH. 
THE CHARACTER OF THE TIMES IN WHICH WE LIVE IS SUCH AS TO CALL FORTH FROM US EVEN THIS ADMONITION, THAT WE OUGHT NOT TO BE ASTONISHED AT THE HERESIES (WHICH ABOUND) NEITHER OUGHT THEIR EXISTENCE TO SURPRISE US, FOR IT WAS FORETOLD THAT THEY SHOULD COME TO PASS; NOR THE FACT THAT THEY SUBVERT THE FAITH OF SOME, FOR THEIR FINAL CAUSE IS, BY AFFORDING A TRIAL TO FAITH, TO GIVE IT ALSO THE OPPORTUNITY OF BEING "APPROVED." GROUNDLESS, THEREFORE, AND INCONSIDERATE IS THE OFFENCE OF THE MANY WHO ARE SCANDALIZED BY THE VERY FACT THAT HERESIES PREVAIL TO SUCH A DEGREE. HOW GREAT (MIGHT THEIR OFFENCE HAVE BEEN) IF THEY HAD NOT EXISTED. WHEN IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT A THING MUST BY ALL MEANS BE, IT RECEIVES THE (FINAL) CAUSE FOR WHICH IT HAS ITS BEING. THIS SECURES THE POWER THROUGH WHICH IT EXISTS, IN SUCH A WAY THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR IT NOT TO HAVE EXISTENCE. 
CHAP, II.--ANALOGY BETWEEN FEVERS AND HERESIES. HERESIES NOT TO BE WONDERED AT: THEIR STRENGTH DERIVED FROM WEAKNESS OF MEN'S FAITH. THEY HAVE NOT THE TRUTH. SIMILE OF PUGILISTS AND GLADIATORS IN ILLUSTRATION. 
TAKING THE SIMILAR CASE OF FEVER, WHICH IS APPOINTED A PLACE AMONGST ALL OTHER DEADLY AND EXCRUCIATING ISSUES (OF LIFE) FOR DESTROYING MAN: WE ARE NOT SURPRISED EITHER THAT IT EXISTS, FOR THERE IT IS, OR THAT IT CONSUMES MAN, FOR THAT IS THE PURPOSE OF ITS EXISTENCE. IN LIKE MANNER, WITH RESPECT TO HERESIES, WHICH ARE PRODUCED FOR THE WEAKENING AND THE EXTINCTION OF FAITH, SINCE WE FEEL A DREAD BECAUSE THEY HAVE THIS POWER, WE SHOULD FIRST DREAD THE FACT OF THEIR EXISTENCE; FOR AS LONG AS THEY EXIST, THEY HAVE THEY HAVE THEIR POWER; AND AS LONG AS THEY HAVE THEIR POWER, THEY, HAVE THEIR EXISTENCE. BUT STILL FEVER, AS BEING AN EVIL BOTH IN ITS CAUSE AND IN ITS POWER, AS ALL KNOW, WE RATHER LOATHE THAN WONDER AT, AND TO THE BEST OF OUR POWER GUARD AGAINST, NOT HAVING ITS EXTIRPATION IN OUR POWER. SOME MEN PREFER WONDERING AT HERESIES, HOWEVER, WHICH BRING WITH THEM ETERNAL DEATH AND THE HEAT OF A STRONGER FIRE, FOR POSSESSING THIS POWER, INSTEAD OF AVOIDING THEIR POWER WHEN THEY HAVE THE MEANS OF ESCAPE: BUT HERESIES WOULD HAVE NO POWER, IF (MEN) WOULD CEASE TO WONDER THAT THEY HAVE SUCH POWER. FOR IT EITHER HAPPENS THAT, WHILE MEN WONDER, THEY FALL INTO A SNARE, OR, BECAUSE THEY ARE ENSNARED, THEY CHERISH THEIR SURPRISE, AS IF HERESIES WERE SO POWERFUL BECAUSE OF SOME TRUTH WHICH BELONGED TO THEM. IT WOULD NO DOUBT BE A WONDERFUL THING THAT EVIL SHOULD HAVE ANY FORCE OF ITS OWN, WERE IT NOT THAT HERESIES ARE STRONG IN THOSE PERSONS WHO ARE NOT STRONG IN FAITH. IN A COMBAT OF BOXERS AND GLADIATORS, GENERALLY SPEAKING, IT IS NOT BECAUSE A MAN IS STRONG THAT HE GAINS THE VICTORY, OR LOSES IT BECAUSE HE IS NOT STRONG, BUT BECAUSE HE WHO IS VANQUISHED WAS A MAN OF NO STRENGTH; AND INDEED, THIS VERY CONQUEROR, WHEN AFTERWARDS MATCHED AGAINST A REALLY POWERFUL MAN, ACTUALLY RETIRES CREST-FALLEN FROM THE CONTEST. IN PRECISELY THE SAME WAY, HERESIES DERIVE SUCH STRENGTH AS THEY HAVE FROM THE INFIRMITIES OF INDIVIDUALS--HAVING NO STRENGTH WHENEVER THEY ENCOUNTER A REALLY POWERFUL FAITH. 
CHAP. III.--WEAK PEOPLE FALL AN EASY PREY TO HERESY, WHICH DERIVES STRENGTH FROM THE GENERAL FRAILTY OF MANKIND. EMINENT MEN HAVE FALLEN FROM FAITH; SAUL, DAVID, SOLOMON.THE CONSTANCY OF CHRIST. 
IT IS USUAL, INDEED, WITH PERSONS OF A WEAKER CHARACTER, TO BE SO BUILT UP (IN CONFIDENCE) BY CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE CAUGHT BY HERESY, AS TO TOPPLE OVER INTO RUIN THEMSELVES. HOW COMES IT TO PASS, (THEY ASK), THAT THIS WOMAN OR THAT MAN, WHO WERE THE MOST FAITHFUL, THE MOST PRUDENT, AND THE MOST APPROVED IN THE CHURCH, HAVE GONE OVER TO THE OTHER SIDE? WHO THAT ASKS SUCH A QUESTION DOES NOT IN FACT REPLY TO IT HIMSELF, TO THE EFFECT THAT MEN WHOM HERESIES HAVE BEEN ABLE TO PERVERT OUGHT NEVER TO HAVE BEEN ESTEEMED PRUDENT, OR FAITHFUL, OR APPROVED? THIS AGAIN IS, I SUPPOSE, AN EXTRAORDINARY THING, THAT ONE WHO HAS BEEN APPROVED SHOULD AFTERWARDS FALL BACK? SAUL, WHO WAS GOOD BEYOND ALL OTHERS, IS AFTERWARDS SUBVERTED BY ENVY. DAVID, A GOOD MAN "AFTER THE LORD'S OWN HEART," IS GUILTY AFTERWARDS OF MURDER AND ADULTERY. SOLOMON, ENDOWED BY THE LORD WITH ALL GRACE AND WISDOM, IS LED INTO IDOLATRY, BY WOMEN. FOR TO THE SON OF GOD ALONE WAS IT RESERVED TO PERSEVERE TO THE LAST WITHOUT SIN. BUT WHAT IF A BISHOP, IF A DEACON, IF A WIDOW, IF A VIRGIN, IF A DOCTOR, IF EVEN A MARTYR, HAVE FALLEN FROM THE RULE (OF FAITH), WILL HERESIES ON THAT ACCOUNT APPEAR TO POSSESS THE TRUTH? DO WE PROVE THE FAITH BY THE PERSONS, OR THE PERSONS BY THE FAITH? NO ONE IS WISE, NO ONE IS FAITHFUL, NO ONE EXCELS IN DIGNITY, BUT THE CHRISTIAN; AND NO ONE IS A CHRISTIAN BUT HE WHO PERSEVERES EVEN TO THE END. YOU, AS A MAN, KNOW ANY OTHER MAN FROM THE OUTSIDE APPEARANCE. YOU THINK AS YOU SEE. AND YOU SEE AS FAR ONLY AS YOU HAVE EYES. BUT SAYS (THE SCRIPTURE), "THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE LOFTY." "MAN, LOOKETH AT THE OUTWARD APPEARANCE, BUT GOD LOOKETH AT THE HEART." "THE LORD (BEHOLDETH AND) KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE HIS;" AND "THE PLANT WHICH (MY HEAVENLY FATHER) HATH NOT PLANTED, HE ROOTETH UP;" AND "THE FIRST SHALL," AS HE SHOWS, "BE LAST;" AND HE CARRIES "HIS FAN IN HIS HAND TO PURGE HIS THRESHING-FLOOR." LET THE CHAFF OF A FICKLE FAITH FLY OFF AS MUCH AS IT WILL AT EVERY BLAST OF TEMPTATION, ALL THE PURER WILL BE THAT HEAP OF CORN WHICH SHALL BE LAID UP IN THE GARNER OF THE LORD. DID NOT CERTAIN OF THE DISCIPLES TURN BACK FROM THE LORD HIMSELF, WHEN THEY WERE OFFENDED? YET THE REST DID NOT THEREFORE THINK THAT THEY MUST TURN AWAY FROM FOLLOWING HIM, BUT BECAUSE THEY KNEW THAT HE WAS THE WORD OF LIFE, AND WAS COME FROM GOD, THEY CONTINUED IN HIS COMPANY TO THE VERY LAST, AFTER HE HAD GENTLY INQUIRED OF THEM WHETHER THEY ALSO WOULD GO AWAY. IT IS A COMPARATIVELY SMALL THING, THAT CERTAIN MEN, LIKE PHYGELLUS, AND HERMOGENES, AND PHILETUS, AND HYMENAEUS, DESERTED HIS APOSTLE: THE BETRAYER OF CHRIST WAS HIMSELF ONE OF THE APOSTLES. WE ARE SURPRISED AT SEEING HIS CHURCHES FORSAKEN BY SOME MEN, ALTHOUGH THE THINGS WHICH WE SUFFER AFTER THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST HIMSELF, SHOW US TO BE CHRISTIANS. "THEY WENT OUT FROM US," SAYS (ST. JOHN,) "BUT THEY WERE NOT OF US. IF THEY HAD BEEN OF US, THEY WOULD NO DOUBT HAVE CONTINUED WITH US." 
CHAP. IV.--WARNINGS AGAINST HERESY GIVEN US IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. SUNDRY PASSAGES ADDUCED. THESE IMPLY THE POSSIBILITY OF FALLING INTO HERESY. 
BUT LET US RATHER BE MINDFUL OF THE SAYINGS OF THE LORD, AND OF THE LETTERS OF THE APOSTLES; FOR THEY HAVE BOTH TOLD US BEFOREHAND THAT THERE SHALL BE HERESIES, AND HAVE GIVEN US, IN ANTICIPATION, WARNINGS TO AVOID THEM; AND INASMUCH AS WE ARE NOT ALARMED BECAUSE THEY EXIST, SO WE OUGHT NOT TO WONDER THAT THEY ARE CAPABLE OF DOING THAT, ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH THEY MUST BE SHUNNED. THE LORD TEACHES US THAT MANY "RAVENING WOLVES SHALL COME IN SHEEP'S CLOTHING." NOW, WHAT ARE THESE SHEEP'S CLOTHING'S, BUT THE EXTERNAL SURFACE OF THE CHRISTIAN PROFESSION? WHO ARE THE RAVENING WOLVES BUT THOSE DECEITFUL SENSES AND SPIRITS WHICH ARE LURKING WITHIN TO WASTE THE FLOCK OF CHRIST? WHO ARE THE FALSE PROPHETS BUT DECEPTIVE PREDICTORS OF THE FUTURE? WHO ARE THE FALSE APOSTLES BUT THE PREACHERS OF A SPURIOUS GOSPEL? WHO ALSO ARE THE ANTICHRISTS, BOTH NOW AND EVERMORE, BUT THE MEN WHO REBEL AGAINST CHRIST? HERESIES, AT THE PRESENT TIME, WILL NO LESS REND THE CHURCH BY THEIR PERVERSION OF DOCTRINE, THAN WILL ANTICHRIST PERSECUTE HER AT THAT DAY BY THE CRUELTY OF HIS ATTACKS, EXCEPT THAT PERSECUTION MAKES EVEN MARTYRS, (BUT) HERESY ONLY APOSTATES. AND THEREFORE "HERESIES MUST NEEDS BE IN ORDER THAT THEY WHICH ARE APPROVED MIGHT BE MADE MANIFEST, BOTH THOSE WHO REMAINED STEDFAST UNDER PERSECUTION, AND THOSE WHO DID NOT WANDER OUT OF THEIR WAY INTO HERESY. FOR THE APOSTLE DOES NOT MEAN THAT THOSE PERSONS SHOULD BE DEEMED APPROVED WHO EXCHANGE THEIR CREED FOR HERESY; ALTHOUGH THEY CONTRARIOUSLY INTERPRET HIS WORDS TO THEIR OWN SIDE, WHEN HE SAYS IN ANOTHER PASSAGE, "PROVE ALL THINGS; HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD;" AS IF, AFTER PROVING ALL THINGS AMISS, ONE MIGHT NOT THROUGH ERROR MAKE A DETERMINED CHOICE OF SOME EVIL THING. 
CHAP. V.--HERESY, AS WELL AS SCHISM AND DISSENSION, DISAPPROVED BY ST. PAUL, WHO SPEAKS OF THE NECESSITY OF HERESIES, NOT AS A GOOD, BUT, BY THE WILL OF GOD, SALUTARY TRIALS FOR TRAINING AND APPROVING THE FAITH OF CHRISTIANS. 
MOREOVER, WHEN HE BLAMES DISSENSIONS AND SCHISMS, WHICH UNDOUBTEDLY ARE EVILS, HE IMMEDIATELY ADDS HERESIES LIKEWISE. NOW, THAT WHICH HE SUBJOINS TO EVIL THINGS, HE OF COURSE CONFESSES TO BE ITSELF AN EVIL; AND ALL THE GREATER, INDEED, BECAUSE HE TELLS US THAT HIS BELIEF OF THEIR SCHISMS AND DISSENSIONS WAS GROUNDED ON HIS KNOWLEDGE THAT "THERE MUST BE HERESIES ALSO." FOR HE SHOWS US THAT IT WAS OWING TO THE PROSPECT OF THE GREATER EVIL THAT HE READILY BELIEVED THE EXISTENCE OF THE LIGHTER ONES; AND SO FAR INDEED WAS HE FROM BELIEVING, IN RESPECT OF EVILS (OF SUCH A KIND), THAT HERESIES WERE GOOD, THAT HIS OBJECT WAS TO FOREWARN US THAT WE OUGHT NOT TO BE SURPRISED AT TEMPTATIONS OF EVEN A WORSE STAMP, SINCE (HE SAID) THEY TENDED "TO MAKE MANIFEST ALL SUCH AS WERE APPROVED;" IN OTHER WORDS, THOSE WHOM THEY WERE UNABLE TO PERVERT. IN SHORT, SINCE THE WHOLE PASSAGE POINTS TO THE MAINTENANCE OF UNITY AND THE CHECKING OF DIVISIONS, INASMUCH AS HERESIES SEVER MEN FROM UNITY NO LESS THAN SCHISMS AND DISSENSIONS, NO DOUBT HE CLASSES HERESIES UNDER THE SAME HEAD OF CENSURE AS HE DOES SCHISMS ALSO AND DISSENSIONS. AND BY SO DOING, HE MAKES THOSE TO BE "NOT APPROVED," WHO HAVE FALLEN INTO HERESIES; MORE ESPECIALLY WHEN WITH REPROOFS HE EXHORTS MEN TO TURN AWAY FROM SUCH, TEACHING THEM THAT THEY SHOULD "ALL SPEAK AND THINK THE SELFSAME THING," THE VERY OBJECT WHICH HERESIES DO NOT PERMIT. 
CHAP. VI.--HERETICS ARE SELF-CONDEMNED. HERESY. IS SELF-WILL, WHILST FAITH IS SUBMISSION OF OUR WILL TO THE DIVINE AUTHORITY. THE HERESY OF APELLES. 
ON THIS POINT, HOWEVER, WE DWELL NO LONGER, SINCE IT IS THE SAME PAUL WHO, IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS, COUNTS "HERESIES" AMONG "THE SINS OF THE FLESH," WHO ALSO INTIMATES TO TITUS, THAT "A MAN WHO IS A HERETIC" MUST BE "REJECTED AFTER THE FIRST ADMONITION," ON THE GROUND THAT "HE THAT IS SUCH IS PERVERTED, AND COMMITTETH SIN, AS A SELF-CONDEMNED MAN." INDEED, IN ALMOST EVERY EPISTLE, WHEN ENJOINING ON US (THE DUTY) OF AVOIDING FALSE DOCTRINES, HE SHARPLY CONDEMNS HERESIES. OF THESE THE PRACTICAL EFFECTS ARE FALSE DOCTRINES, CALLED IN GREEK HERESIES, A WORD USED IN THE SENSE OF THAT CHOICE WHICH A MAN MAKES WHEN HE EITHER TEACHES THEM (TO OTHERS) OR TAKES UP WITH THEM (FOR HIMSELF). FOR THIS REASON, IT IS THAT HE CALLS THE HERETIC CONDEMNED, BECAUSE HE HAS HIMSELF CHOSEN THAT FOR WHICH HE IS CONDEMNED. WE, HOWEVER, ARE NOT PERMITTED TO CHERISH ANY OBJECT AFTER OUR OWN WILL, NOR YET TO MAKE CHOICE OF THAT WHICH ANOTHER HAS INTRODUCED OF HIS PRIVATE FANCY. IN THE LORD'S APOSTLES WE POSSESS OUR AUTHORITY; FOR EVEN THEY DID NOT OF THEMSELVES CHOOSE TO INTRODUCE ANYTHING, BUT FAITHFULLY DELIVERED TO THE NATIONS (OF MANKIND) THE DOCTRINE WHICH THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM CHRIST. IF, THEREFORE, EVEN "AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN SHOULD PREACH ANY OTHER GOSPEL" (THAN THEIRS), HE WOULD BE CALLED ACCURSED BY US. THE HOLY GHOST HAD EVEN THEN FORESEEN THAT THERE WOULD BE IN A CERTAIN VIRGIN (CALLED) PHILUMENE AN ANGEL OF DECEIT, "TRANSFORMED INTO AN ANGEL OF LIGHT," BY WHOSE MIRACLES AND ILLUSIONS APELLES WAS LED (WHEN) HE INTRODUCED HIS NEW HERESY. 
CHAP. VII.--PAGAN PHILOSOPHY THE PARENT OF HERESIES. THE CONNECTION BETWEEN DEFLECTIONS FROM CHRISTIAN FAITH AND THE OLD SYSTEMS OF PAGAN PHILOSOPHY, 
THESE ARE "THE DOCTRINES" OF MEN AND "OF DEMONS" PRODUCED FOR ITCHING EARS OF THE SPIRIT OF THIS WORLD'S WISDOM: THIS THE LORD CALLED "FOOLISHNESS," AND "CHOSE THE FOOLISH THINGS OF THE WORLD" TO CONFOUND EVEN PHILOSOPHY ITSELF. FOR (PHILOSOPHY) IT IS WHICH IS THE MATERIAL OF THE WORLD'S WISDOM, THE RASH INTERPRETER OF THE NATURE AND THE DISPENSATION OF GOD. INDEED, HERESIES ARE THEMSELVES INSTIGATED BY PHILOSOPHY. FROM THIS SOURCE CAME THE AEONS, AND I KNOWN NOT WHAT INFINITE FORMS, AND THE TRINITY OF MAN IN THE SYSTEM OF VALENTINUS, WHO WAS OF PLATO'S SCHOOL. FROM THE SAME SOURCE CAME MARCION'S BETTER GOD, WITH ALL HIS TRANQUILLITY; HE CAME OF THE STOICS. THEN, AGAIN, THE OPINION THAT THE SOUL DIES IS HELD BY THE EPICUREANS; WHILE THE DENIAL OF THE RESTORATION OF THE BODY IS TAKEN FROM THE AGGREGATE SCHOOL OF ALL THE PHILOSOPHERS; ALSO, WHEN MATTER IS MADE EQUAL TO GOD, THEN YOU HAVE THE TEACHING OF ZENO; AND WHEN ANY DOCTRINE IS ALLEGED TOUCHING A GOD OF FIRE, THEN HERACLITUS COMES IN. THE SAME SUBJECT-MATTER IS DISCUSSED OVER AND OVER AGAIN BY THE HERETICS AND THE PHILOSOPHERS; THE SAME ARGUMENTS ARE INVOLVED. WHENCE COMES EVIL? WHY IS IT PERMITTED? WHAT IS THE ORIGIN OF MAN? AND IN WHAT WAY DOES HE COME? BESIDES THE QUESTION WHICH VALENTINUS HAS VERY LATELY PROPOSED--WHENCE COMES GOD? WHICH HE SETTLES WITH THE ANSWER: FROM ENTHYMESIS AND ECTROMA. UNHAPPY ARISTOTLE! WHO INVENTED FOR THESE MEN DIALECTICS, THE ART OF BUILDING UP AND PULLING DOWN; AN ART SO EVASIVE IN ITS PROPOSITIONS, SO FAR-FETCHED IN ITS CONJECTURES, SO HARSH, IN ITS ARGUMENTS, SO PRODUCTIVE OF CONTENTIONS--EMBARRASSING EVEN TO ITSELF, RETRACTING EVERYTHING, AND REALLY TREATING OF NOTHING! WHENCE SPRING THOSE "FABLES AND ENDLESS GENEALOGIES," AND "UNPROFITABLE QUESTIONS," AND "WORDS WHICH SPREAD LIKE A CANCER?" FROM ALL THESE, WHEN THE APOSTLE WOULD RESTRAIN US, HE EXPRESSLY NAMES PHILOSOPHY AS THAT WHICH HE WOULD HAVE US BE ON OUR GUARD AGAINST. WRITING TO THE COLOSSIANS, HE SAYS, "SEE THAT NO ONE BEGUILE YOU THROUGH PHILOSOPHY AND VAIN DECEIT, AFTER THE TRADITION OF MEN, AND CONTRARY TO THE WISDOM OF THE HOLY GHOST." HE HAD BEEN AT ATHENS, AND HAD IN HIS INTERVIEWS (WITH ITS PHILOSOPHERS) BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THAT HUMAN WISDOM WHICH PRETENDS TO KNOW THE TRUTH, WHILST IT ONLY CORRUPTS IT, AND IS ITSELF DIVIDED INTO ITS OWN MANIFOLD HERESIES, BY THE VARIETY OF ITS MUTUALLY REPUGNANT SECTS. WHAT INDEED HAS ATHENS TO DO WITH JERUSALEM? WHAT CONCORD IS THERE BETWEEN THE ACADEMY AND THE CHURCH? WHAT BETWEEN HERETICS AND CHRISTIANS? OUR INSTRUCTION COMES FROM "THE PORCH OF SOLOMON," WHO HAD HIMSELF TAUGHT THAT "THE LORD SHOULD BE SOUGHT IN SIMPLICITY OF HEART." AWAY WITH ALL ATTEMPTS TO PRODUCE A MOTTLED CHRISTIANITY OF STOIC, PLATONIC, AND DIALECTIC COMPOSITION! WE WANT NO CURIOUS DISPUTATION AFTER POSSESSING CHRIST JESUS, NO INQUISITION AFTER ENJOYING THE GOSPEL! WITH OUR FAITH, WE DESIRE NO FURTHER BELIEF. FOR THIS IS OUR PALMARY FAITH, THAT THERE IS NOTHING WHICH WE OUGHT TO BELIEVE BESIDES.  
CHAP. VIII.--CHRIST'S WORD, SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND, NO WARRANT FOR HERETICAL DEVIATIONS FROM THE FAITH. ALL CHRIST'S WORDS TO THE JEWS ARE FOR US, NOT INDEED AS SPECIFIC COMMANDS, BUT AS PRINCIPLES TO BE APPLIED. 
I COME NOW TO THE POINT WHICH (IS URGED BOTH BY OUR OWN BRETHREN AND BY THE HERETICS). OUR BRETHREN ADDUCE IT AS A PRETEXT FOR ENTERING ON CURIOUS INQUIRIES, AND THE HERETICS INSIST ON IT FOR IMPORTING THE SCRUPULOSITY (OF THEIR UNBELIEF). IT IS WRITTEN, THEY SAY, "SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND." LET US REMEMBER AT WHAT TIME THE LORD SAID THIS. I THINK IT WAS AT THE VERY OUTSET OF HIS TEACHING, WHEN THERE WAS STILL A DOUBT FELT BY ALL WHETHER HE WERE THE CHRIST, AND WHEN EVEN PETER HAD NOT YET DECLARED HIM TO BE THE SON OF GOD, AND JOHN (BAPTIST) HAD ACTUALLY CEASED TO FEEL ASSURANCE ABOUT HIM. WITH GOOD REASON, THEREFORE, WAS IT THEN SAID, "SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND," WHEN INQUIRY WAS STILL BE TO MADE OF HIM WHO WAS NOT YET BECOME KNOWN. BESIDES, THIS WAS SAID IN RESPECT OF THE JEWS. FOR IT IS TO THEM THAT THE WHOLE MATTER OF THIS REPROOF PERTAINS, SEEING THAT THEY HAD (A REVELATION) WHERE THEY MIGHT SEEK CHRIST. "THEY HAVE," SAYS HE, "MOSES AND ELIAS,"--IN OTHER WORDS, THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, WHICH PREACH CHRIST; AS ALSO IN ANOTHER PLACE HE SAYS PLAINLY, "SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES, IN WHICH YE EXPECT (TO FIND) SALVATION; FOR THEY TESTIFY OF ME;" WHICH WILL BE THE MEANING OF "SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND." FOR IT IS CLEAR THAT THE NEXT WORDS ALSO APPLY TO THE JEWS: "KNOCK, AND IT SHALL BE OPENED UNTO YOU." THE JEWS HAD FORMERLY BEEN IN COVENANT WITH GOD; BUT BEING AFTERWARDS CAST OFF ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR SINS, THEY BEGAN TO BE WITHOUT GOD. THE GENTILES, ON THE CONTRARY, HAD NEVER BEEN IN COVENANT WITH GOD; THEY WERE ONLY AS "A DROP FROM A BUCKET," AND "AS DUST FROM THE THRESHING FLOOR, AND WERE EVER OUTSIDE THE DOOR. NOW, HOW SHALL HE WHO WAS ALWAYS OUTSIDE KNOCK AT THE PLACE WHERE HE NEVER WAS? WHAT DOOR DOES HE KNOW OF, WHEN HE HAS PASSED THROUGH NONE, EITHER BY ENTRANCE OR EJECTION? IS IT NOT RATHER HE WHO IS AWARE THAT HE ONCE LIVED WITHIN AND WAS THRUST OUT, THAT (PROBABLY) FOUND THE DOOR AND KNOCKED THEREAT? IN LIKE MANNER, "ASK, AND YE SHALL RECEIVE," IS SUITABLY SAID TO ONE WHO WAS AWARE FROM WHOM HE OUGHT TO ASK, BY WHOM ALSO SOME PROMISE HAD BEEN GIVEN; THAT IS TO SAY, "THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, OF ISAAC, AND OF JACOB." NOW, THE GENTILES KNEW NOTHING EITHER OF HIM, OR OF ANY OF HIS PROMISES. THEREFORE, IT WAS TO ISRAEL THAT HE SPOKE WHEN HE SAID, "I AM NOT SENT BUT TO THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL." NOT YET HAD HE "CAST TO THE DOGS THE CHILDREN'S BREAD;" NOT YET DID HE CHARGE THEM TO "GO INTO THE WAY OF THE GENTILES." IT IS ONLY AT THE LAST THAT HE INSTRUCTS THEM TO "GO AND TEACH ALL NATIONS, AND BAPTIZE THEM," WHEN THEY WERE SO SOON TO RECEIVE "THE HOLY GHOST, THE COMFORTER, WHO SHOULD GUIDE THEM INTO ALL THE TRUTH." AND THIS, TOO, MAKES TOWARDS THE THE SAME CONCLUSION. IF THE APOSTLES, WHO WERE ORDAINED TO BE TEACHERS TO THE GENTILES, WERE THEMSELVES TO HAVE THE COMFORTER FOR THEIR TEACHER, FAR MORE NEEDLESS WAS IT TO SAY TO US, "SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND," TO WHOM WAS TO COME, WITHOUT RESEARCH, OUR INSTRUCTION BY THE APOSTLES, AND TO THE APOSTLES THEMSELVES BY THE HOLY GHOST. ALL THE LORD'S SAYINGS, INDEED, ARE SET FORTH FOR ALL MEN; THROUGH THE EARS OF THE JEWS HAVE THEY PASSED ON TO US. STILL MOST OF THEM WERE ADDRESSED TO JEWISH PERSONS; THEY THEREFORE DID NOT CONSTITUTE INSTRUCTION PROPERLY DESIGNED FOR OURSELVES, BUT RATHER AN EXAMPLE. 
CHAP. IX.--THE RESEARCH AFTER DEFINITE TRUTH ENJOINED ON US. WHEN WE HAVE DISCOVERED THIS, WE SHOULD BE CONTENT. 
I NOW PURPOSELY RELINQUISH THIS GROUND OF ARGUMENT. LET IT BE GRANTED, THAT THE WORDS, "SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND," WERE ADDRESSED TO ALL MEN (EQUALLY). YET EVEN HERE ONE'S AIM IS CAREFULLY TO DETERMINE THE SENSE OF THE WORDS CONSISTENTLY WITH (THAT REASON), WHICH IS THE GUIDING PRINCIPLE IN ALL INTERPRETATION. (NOW) NO DIVINE SAYING IS SO UNCONNECTED AND DIFFUSE, THAT ITS WORDS ONLY ARE TO BE INSISTED ON, AND THEIR CONNECTION LEFT UNDETERMINED. BUT AT THE OUTSET I LAY DOWN (THIS POSITION) THAT THERE IS SOME ONE, AND THEREFORE DEFINITE, THING TAUGHT BY CHRIST, WHICH THE GENTILES ARE BY ALL MEANS BOUND TO BELIEVE, AND FOR THAT PURPOSE TO "SEEK," IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY BE ABLE, WHEN THEY HAVE "FOUND" IT, TO BELIEVE. HOWEVER, THERE CAN BE NO INDEFINITE SEEKING FOR THAT WHICH HAS BEEN TAUGHT AS ONE ONLY DEFINITE THING. YOU MUST "SEEK" UNTIL YOU "FIND," AND BELIEVE WHEN YOU HAVE FOUND; NOR HAVE YOU ANYTHING FURTHER TO DO BUT TO KEEP WHAT YOU HAVE BELIEVED PROVIDED YOU BELIEVE THIS BESIDES, THAT NOTHING ELSE IS TO BE BELIEVED, AND THEREFORE NOTHING ELSE IS TO BE SOUGHT, AFTER YOU HAVE FOUND AND BELIEVED WHAT HAS BEEN TAUGHT BY HIM WHO CHARGES YOU TO SEEK NO OTHER THING THAN THAT WHICH HE HAS TAUGHT. WHEN, INDEED, ANY MAN DOUBTS ABOUT THIS, PROOF WILL BE FORTHCOMING, THAT WE HAVE IN OUR POSSESSION THAT WHICH WAS TAUGHT BY CHRIST. MEANWHILE, SUCH IS MY CONFIDENCE IN OUR PROOF, THAT I ANTICIPATE IT, IN THE SHAPE OF AN ADMONITION TO CERTAIN PERSONS, NOT "TO SEEK" ANYTHING BEYOND WHAT THEY HAVE BELIEVED--THAT THIS IS WHAT THEY OUGHT TO HAVE SOUGHT, HOW TO AVOID INTERPRETING, "SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND," WITHOUT REGARD TO THE RULE OF REASON. 
CHAP. X.--ONE HAS SUCCEEDED IN FINDING DEFINITE TRUTH, WHEN HE BELIEVES. HERETICAL WITS ARE ALWAYS OFFERING MANY THINGS FOR VAIN DISCUSSION, BUT WE ARE NOT TO BE ALWAYS SEEKING. 
NOW THE REASON OF THIS SAYING IS COMPRISED IN THREE POINTS: IN THE MATTER, IN THE TIME, IN THE LIMIT. IN THE MATTER, SO THAT YOU MUST CONSIDER WHAT IT IS YOU HAVE TO SEEK; IN THE TIME, WHEN YOU HAVE TO SEEK; IN THE LIMIT, HOW LONG. WHAT YOU HAVE "TO SEEK," THEN, IS THAT WHICH CHRIST HAS TAUGHT, (AND YOU MUST GO ON SEEKING) OF COURSE FOR SUCH TIME AS YOU FAIL TO FIND, UNTIL INDEED YOU FIND IT. BUT YOU HAVE SUCCEEDED IN FINDING WHEN YOU HAVE BELIEVED. FOR YOU WOULD NOT HAVE BELIEVED IF YOU HAD NOT FOUND; AS NEITHER WOULD YOU HAVE SOUGHT EXCEPT WITH A VIEW TO FIND. YOUR OBJECT, THEREFORE, IN SEEKING WAS TO FIND; AND YOUR OBJECT IN FINDING WAS TO BELIEVE, ALL FURTHER DELAY FOR SEEKING AND FINDING YOU HAVE PREVENTED BY BELIEVING. THE VERY FRUIT OF YOUR SEEKING HAS DETERMINED FOR YOU THIS LIMIT. THIS BOUNDARY HAS HE SET FOR YOU HIMSELF, WHO IS UNWILLING THAT YOU SHOULD BELIEVE ANYTHING ELSE THAN WHAT HE HAS TAUGHT, OR, THEREFORE, EVEN SEEK FOR IT. IF, HOWEVER, BECAUSE SO MANY OTHER THINGS HAVE BEEN TAUGHT BY ONE AND ANOTHER, WE ARE ON THAT ACCOUNT BOUND TO GO ON SEEKING, SO LONG AS WE ARE ABLE TO FIND ANYTHING, WE MUST (AT THAT RATE) BE EVER SEEKING, AND NEVER BELIEVE ANYTHING AT ALL. FOR WHERE SHALL BE THE END OF SEEKING? WHERE THE STOP'S IN BELIEVING? WHERE THE COMPLETION IN FINDING? (SHALL IT BE) WITH MARCION? BUT EVEN VALENTINUS PROPOSES (TO US THE) MAXIM, "SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND." THEN SHALL IT BE) WITH VALENTINUS? WELL, BUT APELLES, TOO, WILL ASSAIL ME WITH THE SAME QUOTATION; HEBION ALSO, AND SIMON, AND ALL IN TURN, HAVE NO OTHER ARGUMENT WHEREWITHAL TO ENTICE ME, AND DRAW ME OVER TO THEIR SIDE. THUS, I SHALL BE NOWHERE, AND STILL BE ENCOUNTERING (THAT CHALLENGE), "SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND," PRECISELY AS IF I HAD NO RESTING-PLACE; AS IF (INDEED) I HAD NEVER FOUND THAT WHICH CHRIST HAS TAUGHT--THAT WHICH OUGHT TO BE SOUGHT, THAT WHICH MUST NEEDS BE BELIEVED. 
CHAP. XI.--AFTER WE HAVE BELIEVED, SEARCH SHOULD CEASE; OTHERWISE IT MUST END IN A DENIAL OF WHAT WE HAVE BELIEVED. NO OTHER OBJECT PROPOSED FOR OUR FAITH. 
THERE IS IMPUNITY IN ERRING, IF THERE IS NO DELINQUENCY; ALTHOUGH INDEED TO ERR IT IS ITSELF AN ACT OF DELINQUENCY. WITH IMPUNITY, I REPEAT, DOES A MAN RAMBLE, WHEN HE (PURPOSELY) DESERTS NOTHING. BUT YET, IF I HAVE BELIEVED WHAT I WAS BOUND TO BELIEVE, AND THEN AFTERWARDS THINK THAT THERE IS SOMETHING NEW TO BE SOUGHT AFTER, I OF COURSE EXPECT THAT THERE IS SOMETHING ELSE TO BE FOUND, ALTHOUGH I SHOULD BY NO MEANS ENTERTAIN SUCH EXPECTATION, UNLESS IT WERE BECAUSE I EITHER HAD NOT BELIEVED, ALTHOUGH I APPARENTLY HAD BECOME A BELIEVER, OR ELSE HAVE CEASED TO BELIEVE. IF I THUS DESERT MY FAITH, I AM FOUND TO BE A DENIER THEREOF. ONCE FOR ALL I WOULD SAY, NO MAN SEEKS, EXCEPT HIM WHO EITHER NEVER POSSESSED, OR ELSE HAS LOST (WHAT HE SOUGHT). THE OLD WOMAN (IN THE GOSPEL) HAD LOST ONE OF HER TEN PIECES OF SILVER, AND THEREFORE SHE SOUGHT IT; WHEN, HOWEVER, SHE FOUND IT, SHE CEASED TO LOOK FOR IT. THE NEIGHBOUR WAS WITHOUT BREAD, AND THEREFORE HE KNOCKED; BUT AS SOON AS THE DOOR WAS OPENED TO HIM, AND HE RECEIVED THE BREAD, HE DISCONTINUED KNOCKING. THE WIDOW KEPT ASKING TO BE HEARD BY THE JUDGE, BECAUSE SHE WAS NOT ADMITTED; BUT WHEN HER SUIT WAS HEARD, THENCEFORTH SHE WAS SILENT. SO THAT THERE IS A LIMIT BOTH TO SEEKING, AND TO KNOCKING, AND TO ASKING. "FOR TO EVERY ONE THAT ASKETH," SAYS HE, "IT SHALL BE GIVEN, AND TO HIM THAT KNOCKETH IT SHALL BE OPENED, AND BY HIM THAT SEEKETH IT SHALL BE FOUND." AWAY WITH THE MAN WHO IS EVER SEEKING BECAUSE HE NEVER FINDS; FOR HE SEEKS THERE WHERE NOTHING CAN BE FOUND. AWAY WITH HIM WHO IS ALWAYS KNOCKING BECAUSE IT WILL NEVER BE OPENED TO HIM; FOR HE KNOCKS WHERE THERE IS NONE (TO OPEN). AWAY WITH HIM WHO IS ALWAYS ASKING BECAUSE HE WILL NEVER BE HEARD; FOR HE ASKS OF ONE WHO DOES NOT HEAR. 
CHAP. XII.--A PROPER SEEKING AFTER DIVINE KNOWLEDGE, WHICH WILL NEVER BE OUT OF PLACE OR EXCESSIVE, IS ALWAYS WITHIN THE RULE OF FAITH. 
AS FOR US, ALTHOUGH WE MUST STILL SEEK, AND THAT ALWAYS, YET WHERE OUGHT OUR SEARCH TO BE MADE? AMONGST THE HERETICS, WHERE ALL THINGS ARE FOREIGN AND OPPOSED TO OUR OWN VERITY, AND TO WHOM WE ARE FORBIDDEN TO DRAW NEAR? WHAT SLAVE LOOKS FOR FOOD FROM A STRANGER, NOT TO SAY AN ENEMY OF HIS MASTER? WHAT SOLDIER EXPECTS TO GET BOUNTY AND PAY FROM KINGS WHO ARE UNALLIED, I MIGHT ALMOST SAY HOSTILE--UNLESS FORSOOTH HE BE A DESERTER, AND A RUNAWAY, AND A REBEL? EVEN THAT OLD WOMAN SEARCHED FOR THE PIECE OF SILVER WITHIN HER OWN HOUSE. IT WAS ALSO AT HIS NEIGHBOUR'S DOOR THAT THE PERSEVERING ASSAILANT KEPT KNOCKING. NOR WAS IT TO A HOSTILE JUDGE, ALTHOUGH A SEVERE ONE, THAT THE WIDOW MADE HER APPEAL. NO MAN GETS INSTRUCTION FROM THAT WHICH TENDS TO DESTRUCTION. NO MAN RECEIVES ILLUMINATION FROM A QUARTER WHERE ALL IS DARKNESS. LET OUR "SEEKING," THEREFORE BE IN THAT WHICH IS OUR OWN, AND FROM THOSE WHO ARE OUR OWN: AND CONCERNING THAT WHICH IS OUR OWN, THAT, AND ONLY THAT, WHICH CAN BECOME AN OBJECT OF INQUIRY WITHOUT IMPAIRING THE RULE OF FAITH. 
CHAP. XIII.--SUMMARY OF THE CREED, OR RULE OF FAITH. NO QUESTIONS EVER RAISED ABOUT IT BY BELIEVERS. HERETICS ENCOURAGE AND PERPETUATE THOUGHT INDEPENDENT OF CHRIST'S TEACHING. 
NOW, WITH REGARD TO THIS RULE OF FAITH--THAT WE MAY FROM THIS POINT ACKNOWLEDGE WHAT IT IS WHICH WE DEFEND--IT IS, YOU MUST KNOW, THAT WHICH PRESCRIBES THE BELIEF THAT THERE IS ONE ONLY GOD, AND THAT HE IS NONE OTHER THAN THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD, WHO PRODUCED ALL THINGS OUT OF NOTHING THROUGH HIS OWN WORD, FIRST OF ALL SENT FORTH; THAT THIS WORD IS CALLED HIS SON, AND, UNDER THE NAME OF GOD, WAS SEEN "IN DIVERSE MANNERS" BY THE PATRIARCHS, HEARD AT ALL TIMES IN THE PROPHETS, AT LAST BROUGHT DOWN BY THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF THE FATHER INTO THE VIRGIN MARY, WAS MADE FLESH IN HER WOMB, AND, BEING BORN OF HER, WENT FORTH AS JESUS CHRIST; THENCEFORTH HE PREACHED THE NEW LAW AND THE NEW PROMISE OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, WORKED MIRACLES; HAVING BEEN CRUCIFIED, HE ROSE AGAIN THE THIRD DAY; (THEN) HAVING ASCENDED INTO THE HEAVENS, HE SAT AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER; SENT INSTEAD OF HIMSELF THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST TO LEAD SUCH AS BELIEVE; WILL COME WITH GLORY TO TAKE THE SAINTS TO THE ENJOYMENT OF EVERLASTING LIFE AND OF THE HEAVENLY PROMISES, AND TO CONDEMN THE WICKED TO EVERLASTING FIRE, AFTER THE RESURRECTION OF BOTH THESE CLASSES SHALL HAVE HAPPENED, TOGETHER WITH THE RESTORATION OF THEIR FLESH. THIS RULE, AS IT WILL BE PROVED, WAS TAUGHT BY CHRIST, AND RAISES AMONGST OURSELVES NO OTHER QUESTIONS THAN THOSE WHICH HERESIES INTRODUCE, AND WHICH MAKE MEN HERETICS. 
CHAP. XIV.--CURIOSITY OUGHT NOT RANGE BEYOND THE RULE OF FAITH. RESTLESS CURIOSITY, THE FEATURE OF HERESY. 
SO LONG, HOWEVER, AS ITS FORM EXISTS IN ITS PROPER ORDER, YOU MAY SEEK AND DISCUSS AS MUCH AS YOU PLEASE, AND GIVE FULL REIN TO YOUR CURIOSITY, IN WHATEVER SEEMS TO YOU TO HANG IN DOUBT, OR TO BE SHROUDED IN OBSCURITY. YOU HAVE AT HAND, NO DOUBT, SOME LEARNED BROTHER GIFTED WITH THE GRACE OF KNOWLEDGE, SOME ONE OF THE EXPERIENCED CLASS, SOME ONE OF YOUR CLOSE ACQUAINTANCE WHO IS CURIOUS LIKE YOURSELF; ALTHOUGH WITH YOURSELF, A SEEKER HE WILL, AFTER ALL, BE QUITE AWARE THAT IT IS BETTER FOR YOU TO REMAIN IN IGNORANCE, LEST YOU SHOULD COME TO KNOW WHAT YOU OUGHT NOT, BECAUSE YOU HAVE ACQUIRED THE KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT YOU OUGHT TO KNOW. "THY FAITH," HE SAYS, "HATH SAVED THEE" NOT OBSERVE YOUR SKILL IN THE SCRIPTURES. NOW, FAITH HAS BEEN DEPOSITED IN THE RULE; IT HAS A LAW, AND (IN THE OBSERVANCE THEREOF) SALVATION. SKILL, HOWEVER, CONSISTS IN CURIOUS ART, HAVING FOR ITS GLORY SIMPLY THE READINESS THAT COMES FROM KNACK. LET SUCH CURIOUS ART GIVE PLACE TO FAITH; LET SUCH GLORY YIELD TO SALVATION. AT ANY RATE, LET THEM EITHER RELINQUISH THEIR NOISINESS. OR ELSE BE QUIET. TO KNOW NOTHING IN OPPOSITION TO THE RULE (OF FAITH), IS TO KNOW ALL THINGS. (SUPPOSE) THAT HERETICS WERE NOT ENEMIES TO THE TRUTH, SO THAT WE WERE NOT FOREWARNED TO AVOID THEM, WHAT SORT OF CONDUCT WOULD IT BE TO AGREE WITH MEN WHO DO THEMSELVES CONFESS THAT THEY ARE STILL SEEKING? FOR IF THEY ARE STILL SEEKING, THEY HAVE NOT AS YET FOUND ANYTHING AMOUNTING TO CERTAINTY; AND THEREFORE, WHATEVER THEY SEEM FOR A WHILE TO HOLD, THEY BETRAY THEIR OWN SKEPTICISM, WHILST THEY CONTINUE SEEKING. YOU THEREFORE, WHO SEEK AFTER THEIR FASHION, LOOKING TO THOSE WHO ARE THEMSELVES EVER SEEKING, A DOUBTER TO DOUBTERS, A WAVERER TO WAVERERS, MUST NEEDS BE "LED, BLINDLY BY THE BLIND, DOWN INTO THE DITCH." BUT WHEN, FOR THE SAKE OF DECEIVING US, THEY PRETEND THAT THEY ARE STILL SEEKING, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY PALM THEIR ESSAYS UPON US BY THE SUGGESTION OF AN ANXIOUS SYMPATHY,--WHEN, IN SHORT (AFTER GAINING AN ACCESS TO US), THEY PROCEED AT ONCE TO INSIST ON THE NECESSITY OF OUR INQUIRING INTO SUCH POINTS AS THEY WERE IN THE HABIT OF ADVANCING, THEN IT IS HIGH TIME FOR US IN MORAL OBLIGATION TO REPEL THEM, SO THAT THEY MAY KNOW THAT IT IS NOT CHRIST, BUT THEMSELVES, WHOM WE DISAVOW. FOR SINCE THEY ARE STILL SEEKERS, THEY HAVE NO FIXED TENETS YET; AND BEING NOT FIXED IN TENET, THEY HAVE NOT YET BELIEVED; AND BEING NOT YET BELIEVERS, THEY ARE NOT CHRISTIANS. BUT EVEN THOUGH THEY HAVE THEIR TENETS AND THEIR BELIEF, THEY STILL SAY THAT INQUIRY IS NECESSARY IN ORDER TO DISCUSSION. PREVIOUS, HOWEVER, TO THE DISCUSSION, THEY DENY WHAT THEY CONFESS NOT YET TO HAVE BELIEVED, SO LONG AS THEY KEEP IT AN OBJECT OF INQUIRY. WHEN MEN, THEREFORE, ARE NOT CHRISTIANS EVEN ON THEIR OWN ADMISSION, HOW MUCH MORE (DO THEY FAIL TO APPEAR SUCH) TO US! WHAT SORT OF TRUTH IS THAT WHICH THEY PATRONIZE, WHEN THEY COMMEND IT TO US WITH A LIE? WELL, BUT THEY ACTUALLY TREAT OF THE SCRIPTURES AND RECOMMEND (THEIR OPINIONS) OUT OF THE SCRIPTURES! TO BE SURE THEY DO. FROM WHAT OTHER SOURCE COULD THEY DERIVE ARGUMENTS CONCERNING THE THINGS OF THE FAITH, EXCEPT FROM THE RECORDS OF THE FAITH? 
CHAP. XV.--HERETICS NOT TO BE ALLOWED TO ARGUE OUT OF THE SCRIPTURES. THE SCRIPTURES, IN FACT, DO NOT BELONG TO THEM. 
WE ARE THEREFORE COME TO (THE GIST OF) OUR POSITION; FOR AT THIS POINT WE WERE AIMING, AND FOR THIS WE WERE PREPARING IN THE PREAMBLE OF OUR ADDRESS (WHICH WE HAVE JUST COMPLETED), SO THAT WE MAY NOW JOIN ISSUE ON THE CONTENTION TO WHICH OUR ADVERSARIES CHALLENGE US. THEY PUT FORWARD THE SCRIPTURES, AND BY THIS INSOLENCE OF THEIRS THEY AT ONCE INFLUENCE SOME. IN THE ENCOUNTER ITSELF, HOWEVER, THEY WEARY THE STRONG, THEY CATCH THE WEAK, AND DISMISS WAVERERS WITH A DOUBT. ACCORDINGLY, WE OPPOSE TO THEM THIS STEP ABOVE, ALL OTHERS, OF NOT ADMITTING THEM TO ANY DISCUSSION OF THE SCRIPTURES. IF IN THESE LIE THEIR RESOURCES, BEFORE THEY CAN USE THEM, IT OUGHT TO BE CLEARLY SEEN TO WHOM BELONGS THE POSSESSION OF THE SCRIPTURES, THAT NONE MAY BE ADMITTED TO THE USE THEREOF WHO HAS NO TITLE AT ALL TO THE PRIVILEGE. 
CHAP. XVI.--APOSTOLIC SANCTION TO THIS EXCLUSION OF HERETICS FROM THE USE OF THE SCRIPTURES, HERETICS, ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE, ARE NOT TO BE DISPUTED WITH, BUT TO BE ADMONISHED. 
I MIGHT BE THOUGHT TO HAVE LAID DOWN THIS POSITION TO REMEDY DISTRUST IN MY CASE, OR FROM A DESIRE OF ENTERING ON THE CONTEST IN SOME OTHER WAY, WERE THERE NOT REASONS ON MY SIDE, ESPECIALLY THIS, THAT OUR FAITH OWES DEFERENCE TO THE APOSTLE, WHO FORBIDS US TO ENTER ON "QUESTIONS," OR TO LEND OUR EARS TO NEW-FANGLED STATEMENTS, OR TO CONSORT WITH A HERETIC "AFTER THE FIRST AND SECOND ADMONITION," NOT, (BE IT OBSERVED,) AFTER DISCUSSION. DISCUSSION HE HAS INHIBITED IN THIS WAY, BY DESIGNATING ADMONITION AS THE PURPOSE OF DEALING WITH A HERETIC, AND THE FIRST ONE TOO, BECAUSE HE IS NOT A CHRISTIAN; IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT NOT, AFTER THE MANNER OF A CHRISTIAN, SEEM TO REQUIRE CORRECTION AGAIN AND AGAIN, AND "BEFORE TWO OR THREE WITNESSES," SEEING THAT HE OUGHT TO BE CORRECTED, FOR THE VERY REASON THAT HE IS NOT TO BE DISPUTED WITH; AND IN THE NEXT PLACE, BECAUSE A CONTROVERSY OVER THE SCRIPTURES CAN, CLEARLY, PRODUCE NO OTHER EFFECT THAN HELP TO UPSET EITHER THE STOMACH OR THE BRAIN. 
CHAP. XVII.--HERETICS, IN FACT, DO NOT USE BUT ONLY ABUSE, SCRIPTURE. NO COMMON GROUND BETWEEN THEM AND YOU. 
NOW THIS HERESY OF YOURS DOES NOT RECEIVE CERTAIN SCRIPTURES; AND WHICHEVER OF THEM IT DOES RECEIVE, IT PERVERTS BY MEANS OF ADDITIONS AND DIMINUTIONS, FOR THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF IT OWN PURPOSE; AND SUCH AS IT DOES RECEIVE, IT RECEIVES NOT IN THEIR ENTIRETY; BUT EVEN WHEN IT DOES RECEIVE ANY UP TO A CERTAIN POINT AS ENTIRE, IT NEVERTHELESS PERVERTS EVEN THESE BY THE CONTRIVANCE OF DIVERSE INTERPRETATIONS. TRUTH IS JUST AS MUCH OPPOSED BY AN ADULTERATION OF ITS MEANING AS IT IS BY A CORRUPTION OF ITS TEXT. THEIR VAIN PRESUMPTIONS MUST NEED REFUSE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE (WRITINGS) WHEREBY THEY ARE REFUTED. THEY RELY ON THOSE WHICH THEY HAVE FALSELY PUT TOGETHER, AND WHICH THEY HAVE SELECTED, BECAUSE THEIR AMBIGUITY. THOUGH MOST SKILLED IN THE SCRIPTURES, YOU WILL MAKE NO PROGRESS, WHEN EVERYTHING WHICH YOU MAINTAIN IS DENIED ON THE OTHER SIDE, AND WHATEVER YOU DENY IS (BY THEM) MAINTAINED. AS FOR YOURSELF, INDEED, YOU WILL LOSE NOTHING BUT YOUR BREATH, AND GAIN NOTHING BUT VEXATION FROM THEIR BLASPHEMY. 
CHAP. XVIII.--GREAT EVIL ENSUES TO THE WEAK IN FAITH, FROM ANY DISCUSSION OUT OF THE SCRIPTURES. CONVICTION NEVER COMES TO THE HERETIC FROM SUCH A PROCESS. 
BUT WITH RESPECT TO THE MAN FOR WHOSE SAKE YOU ENTER ON THE DISCUSSION OF THE SCRIPTURES, WITH THE VIEW OF STRENGTHENING HIM WHEN AFFLICTED WITH DOUBTS, (LET ME ASK) WILL IT BE TO THE TRUTH, OR RATHER TO HERETICAL OPINIONS THAT HE WILL LEAN? INFLUENCED BY THE VERY FACT THAT HE SEES YOU HAVE MADE NO PROGRESS, WHILST THE OTHER SIDE IS ON AN EQUAL FOOTING (WITH YOURSELF) IN DENYING AND IN DEFENSE, OR AT ANY RATE ON A LIKE STANDING HE WILL GO AWAY CONFIRMED IN HIS UNCERTAINTY BY THE DISCUSSION, NOT KNOWING WHICH SIDE TO ADJUDGE HERETICAL. FOR, NO DOUBT, THEY TOO ARE ABLE TO RETORT THESE THINGS ON US. IT IS INDEED A NECESSARY CONSEQUENCE THAT THEY SHOULD GO SO FAR AS TO SAY THAT ADULTERATIONS OF THE SCRIPTURES, AND FALSE EXPOSITIONS THEREOF, ARE RATHER INTRODUCED BY OURSELVES, INASMUCH AS THEY, NO LESS THAN WE MAINTAIN THAT TRUTH IS ON THEIR SIDE. 
CHAP. XIX. APPEAL, IN DISCUSSION OF HERESY, LIES NOT TO THE SCRIPTURES. THE SCRIPTURES BELONG ONLY TO THOSE WHO HAVE THE RULE OF FAITH. 
OUR APPEAL, THEREFORE, MUST NOT BE MADE TO THE SCRIPTURES; NOR MUST CONTROVERSY BE ADMITTED ON POINTS IN WHICH VICTORY WILL EITHER BE IMPOSSIBLE, OR UNCERTAIN, OR NOT CERTAIN ENOUGH. BUT EVEN IF A DISCUSSION FROM THE SCRIPTURES SHOULD NOT TURN OUT IN SUCH A WAY AS TO PLACE BOTH SIDES ON A PAR, (YET) THE NATURAL ORDER OF THINGS WOULD REQUIRE THAT THIS POINT SHOULD BE FIRST PROPOSED, WHICH IS NOW THE ONLY ONE WHICH WE MUST DISCUSS: "WITH WHOM LIES THAT VERY FAITH TO WHICH THE SCRIPTURES BELONG. FROM WHAT AND THROUGH WHOM, AND WHEN, AND TO WHOM, HAS BEEN HANDED DOWN THAT RULE, BY WHICH MEN BECOME CHRISTIANS?" FOR WHEREVER IT SHALL BE MANIFEST THAT THE TRUE CHRISTIAN RULE AND FAITH SHALL BE, THERE WILL LIKEWISE BE THE TRUE SCRIPTURES AND EXPOSITIONS THEREOF, AND ALL THE CHRISTIAN TRADITIONS. 
CHAP. XX.--CHRIST FIRST DELIVERED THE FAITH. THE APOSTLES SPREAD IT; THEY FOUNDED CHURCHES AS THE DEPOSITORIES THEREOF. THAT FAITH, THEREFORE, IS APOSTOLIC, WHICH DESCENDED FROM THE APOSTLES, THROUGH APOSTOLIC CHURCHES. 
CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD (MAY HE BEAR WITH ME A MOMENT IN THUS EXPRESSING MYSELF!), WHOSOEVER HE IS, OF WHAT GOD SOEVER HE IS THE SON, OF WHAT SUBSTANCE SOEVER HE IS MAN AND GOD, OF WHAT FAITH SOEVER HE IS THE, TEACHER, OF WHAT REWARD SOEVER HE IS THE PROMISER, DID, WHILST HE LIVED ON EARTH, HIMSELF DECLARE WHAT HE WAS, WHAT HE HAD BEEN, WHAT THE FATHER'S WILL WAS WHICH HE WAS ADMINISTERING, WHAT THE DUTY OF MAN WAS WHICH HE WAS PRESCRIBING; (AND THIS DECLARATION HE MADE,) EITHER OPENLY TO THE PEOPLE, OR PRIVATELY TO HIS DISCIPLES, OF WHOM HE HAD CHOSEN THE TWELVE CHIEF ONES TO BE AT HIS SIDE, AND WHOM HE DESTINED TO BE THE TEACHERS OF THE NATIONS. ACCORDINGLY, AFTER ONE OF THESE HAD BEEN STRUCK OFF, HE COMMANDED THE ELEVEN OTHERS, ON HIS DEPARTURE TO THE FATHER, TO "GO AND TEACH ALL NATIONS, WHO WERE TO BE BAPTIZED INTO THE FATHER, AND INTO THE SON, AND INTO THE HOLY GHOST." IMMEDIATELY, THEREFORE, SO DID THE APOSTLES, WHOM THIS DESIGNATION INDICATES AS "THE SENT." HAVING, ON THE AUTHORITY OF A PROPHECY, WHICH OCCURS IN A PSALM OF DAVID, CHOSEN MATTHIAS BY LOT AS THE TWELFTH, INTO THE PLACE OF JUDAS, THEY OBTAINED THE PROMISED POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST FOR THE GIFT OF MIRACLES AND OF UTTERANCE; AND AFTER FIRST BEARING WITNESS TO THE FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST THROUGHOUT JUDAEA, AND ROUNDING CHURCHES (THERE), THEY NEXT WENT FORTH INTO THE WORLD AND PREACHED THE SAME DOCTRINE OF THE SAME FAITH TO THE NATIONS. THEY THEN IN LIKE MANNER ROUNDED CHURCHES IN EVERY CITY, FROM WHICH ALL THE OTHER CHURCHES, ONE AFTER ANOTHER, DERIVED THE TRADITION OF THE FAITH, AND THE SEEDS OF DOCTRINE, AND ARE EVERY DAY DERIVING THEM, THAT THEY MAY BECOME CHURCHES. INDEED, IT IS ON THIS ACCOUNT ONLY THAT THEY WILL BE ABLE TO DEEM THEMSELVES APOSTOLIC, AS BEING THE OFFSPRING OF APOSTOLIC CHURCHES. EVERY SORT OF THING MUST NECESSARILY REVERT TO ITS ORIGINAL FOR ITS CLASSIFICATION. THEREFORE, THE CHURCHES, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE SO MANY AND SO GREAT, COMPRISE BUT THE ONE PRIMITIVE CHURCH, (ROUNDED) BY THE APOSTLES, FROM WHICH THEY ALL (SPRING). IN THIS WAY ALL ARE PRIMITIVE, AND ALL ARE APOSTOLIC, WHILST THEY ARE ALL PROVED TO BE ONE, IN (UNBROKEN) UNITY, BY THEIR PEACEFUL COMMUNION, AND TITLE OF BROTHERHOOD, AND BOND OF HOSPITALITY, PRIVILEGES WHICH NO OTHER RULE DIRECTS THAN THE ONE TRADITION OF THE SELFSAME MYSTERY. 
CHAP. XXI.--ALL DOCTRINE TRUE WHICH COMES THROUGH THE CHURCH FROM THE APOSTLES, WHO WERE TAUGHT BY GOD THROUGH CHRIST. ALL OPINION WHICH HAS NO SUCH DIVINE ORIGIN AND APOSTOLIC TRADITION TO SHOW, IS IPSO FACTO FALSE. 
FROM THIS, THEREFORE, DO WE DRAW UP OUR RULE. SINCE THE LORD JESUS CHRIST SENT THE APOSTLES TO PREACH, (OUR RULE IS) THAT NO OTHERS OUGHT TO BE RECEIVED AS PREACHERS THAN THOSE WHOM CHRIST APPOINTED; FOR "NO MAN KNOWETH THE FATHER SAVE THE SON, AND HE TO WHOMSOEVER THE SON WILL REVEAL HIM." NOR DOES THE SON SEEM TO HAVE REVEALED HIM TO ANY OTHER THAN THE APOSTLES, WHOM HE SENT FORTH TO PREACH--THAT, OF COURSE, WHICH HE REVEALED TO THEM. NOW, WHAT THAT WAS WHICH THEY PREACHED--IN OTHER WORDS, WHAT IT WAS WHICH CHRIST REVEALED TO THEM--CAN, AS I MUST HERE LIKEWISE PRESCRIBE, PROPERLY BE PROVED IN NO OTHER WAY THAN BY THOSE VERY CHURCHES WHICH THE APOSTLES ROUNDED IN PERSON, BY DECLARING THE GOSPEL TO THEM DIRECTLY THEMSELVES, BOTH RIVET RACE, AS THE PHRASE IS, AND SUBSEQUENTLY BY THEIR EPISTLES. IF, THEN, THESE THINGS ARE SO, IT IS IN THE SAME DEGREE MANIFEST THAT ALL DOCTRINE WHICH AGREES WITH THE APOSTOLIC CHURCHES--THOSE MOULDS AND ORIGINAL SOURCES OF THE FAITH MUST BE RECKONED FOR TRUTH, AS UNDOUBTEDLY CONTAINING THAT WHICH THE (SAID) CHURCHES RECEIVED FROM THE APOSTLES, THE APOSTLES FROM CHRIST, CHRIST FROM GOD. WHEREAS ALL DOCTRINE MUST BE PREJUDGED AS FALSE WHICH SAVORS OF CONTRARIETY TO THE TRUTH OF THE CHURCHES AND APOSTLES OF CHRIST AND GOD. IT REMAINS, THEN, THAT WE DEMONSTRATE WHETHER THIS DOCTRINE OF OURS, OF WHICH WE HAVE NOW GIVEN THE RULE, HAS ITS ORIGIN IN THE TRADITION OF THE APOSTLES, AND WHETHER ALL OTHER DOCTRINES DO NOT IPSO FACTO PROCEED FROM FALSEHOOD. WE HOLD COMMUNION WITH THE APOSTOLIC CHURCHES BECAUSE OUR DOCTRINE IS IN NO RESPECT DIFFERENT FROM THEIRS. THIS IS OUR WITNESS OF TRUTH. 
CHAP. XXII.--ATTEMPT TO INVALIDATE THIS RULE OF FAITH REBUTTED. THE APOSTLES SAFE TRANSMITTERS OF THE TRUTH. SUFFICIENTLY TAUGHT AT FIRST, AND FAITHFUL IN THE TRANSMISSION. 
BUT INASMUCH AS THE PROOF IS SO NEAR AT HAND, THAT IF IT WERE AT ONCE PRODUCED THERE WOULD BE NOTHING LEFT TO BE DEALT WITH, LET US GIVE WAY FOR A WHILE TO THE OPPOSITE SIDE, IF THEY THINK THAT THEY CAN FIND SOME MEANS OF INVALIDATING THIS RULE, JUST AS IF NO PROOF WERE FORTHCOMING FROM US. THEY USUALLY TELL US THAT THE APOSTLES DID NOT KNOW ALL THINGS: (BUT HEREIN) THEY ARE IMPELLED BY THE SAME MADNESS, WHEREBY THEY TURN ROUND TO THE VERY OPPOSITE POINT, AND DECLARE THAT THE APOSTLES CERTAINLY KNEW ALL THINGS, BUT DID NOT DELIVER ALL THINGS TO ALL PERSONS,--IN EITHER CASE EXPOSING CHRIST TO BLAME FOR HAVING SENT FORTH APOSTLES WHO HAD EITHER TOO MUCH IGNORANCE, OR TOO LITTLE SIMPLICITY. WHAT MAN, THEN, OF SOUND MIND CAN POSSIBLY SUPPOSE THAT THEY WERE IGNORANT OF ANYTHING, WHOM THE LORD ORDAINED TO BE MASTERS (OR TEACHERS), KEEPING THEM, AS HE DID, INSEPARABLE (FROM HIMSELF) IN THEIR ATTENDANCE, IN THEIR DISCIPLESHIP, IN THEIR SOCIETY, TO WHOM, "WHEN THEY WERE ALONE, HE USED TO EXPOUND" ALL THINGS WHICH WERE OBSCURE, TELLING THEM THAT "TO THEM IT WAS GIVEN TO KNOW THOSE MYSTERIES," WHICH IT WAS NOT PERMITTED THE PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND? WAS ANYTHING WITHHELD FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF PETER, WHO IS CALLED "THE ROCK ON WHICH THE CHURCH SHOULD BE BUILT," WHO ALSO OBTAINED "THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN," WITH THE POWER OF "LOOSING AND BINDING IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH?" WAS ANYTHING, AGAIN, CONCEALED FROM JOHN, THE LORD'S MOST BELOVED DISCIPLE, WHO USED TO LEAN ON HIS BREAST TO WHOM ALONE THE LORD POINTED JUDAS OUT AS THE TRAITOR, WHOM HE COMMENDED TO MARY AS A SON IN HIS OWN STEAD? OF WHAT COULD HE HAVE MEANT THOSE TO BE IGNORANT, TO WHOM HE EVEN EXHIBITED HIS OWN GLORY WITH MOSES AND ELIAS, AND THE FATHER'S VOICE MOREOVER, FROM HEAVEN? NOT AS IF HE THUS DISAPPROVED OF ALL THE REST, BUT BECAUSE "BY THREE WITNESSES MUST EVERY WORD BE ESTABLISHED." AFTER THE SAME FASHION, TOO, (I SUPPOSE,) WERE THEY IGNORANT TO WHOM, AFTER HIS RESURRECTION ALSO, HE VOUCHSAFED, AS THEY WERE JOURNEYING TOGETHER, "TO EXPOUND ALL THE SCRIPTURES." NO DOUBT HE HAD ONCE SAID, "I HAVE YET MANY THINGS TO SAY UNTO YOU, BUT YE CANNOT HEAR THEM NOW;" BUT EVEN THEN, HE ADDED, "WHEN HE, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, SHALL COME, HE WILL LEAD YOU INTO ALL TRUTH." HE (THUS) SHOWS THAT THERE WAS NOTHING OF WHICH THEY WERE IGNORANT, TO WHOM HE HAD PROMISED THE FUTURE ATTAINMENT OF ALL TRUTH BY HELP OF THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH. AND ASSUREDLY HE FULFILLED HIS PROMISE, SINCE IT IS PROVED IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES THAT THE HOLY GHOST DID COME DOWN. NOW THEY WHO REJECT THAT SCRIPTURE CAN NEITHER BELONG TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, SEEING THAT THEY CANNOT ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE HOLY GHOST HAS BEEN SENT AS YET TO THE DISCIPLES, NOR CAN THEY PRESUME TO CLAIM TO BE A CHURCH THEMSELVES WHO POSITIVELY HAVE NO MEANS OF PROVING WHEN, AND WITH WHAT SWADDLING-CLOTHES THIS BODY WAS ESTABLISHED. OF SO MUCH IMPORTANCE IS IT TO THEM NOT TO HAVE ANY PROOFS FOR THE THINGS WHICH THEY MAINTAIN, LEST ALONG WITH THEM THERE BE INTRODUCED DAMAGING EXPOSURES OF THOSE THINGS WHICH THEY MENDACIOUSLY DEVISE. 
CHAP. XXIII.--THE APOSTLES NOT IGNORANT. THE HERETICAL PRETENCE OF ST. PETER'S IMPERFECTION BECAUSE HE WAS REBUKED BY ST. PAUL. ST. PETER NOT REBUKED FOR ERROR IN TEACHING. 
NOW, WITH THE VIEW OF BRANDING THE APOSTLES WITH SOME MARK OF IGNORANCE, THEY PUT FORTH THE CASE OF PETER AND THEM THAT WERE WITH HIM HAVING BEEN REBUKED BY PAUL. "SOMETHING THEREFORE," THEY SAY, "WAS WANTING IN THEM." (THIS THEY ALLEGE,) IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY FROM THIS CONSTRUCT THAT OTHER POSITION OF THEIRS, THAT A FULLER KNOWLEDGE MAY POSSIBLY HAVE AFTERWARDS COME OVER (THE APOSTLES,) SUCH AS FELL TO THE SHARE OF PAUL WHEN HE REBUKED THOSE WHO PRECEDED HIM. I MAY HERE SAY TO THOSE WHO REJECT THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES: "IT IS FIRST NECESSARY THAT YOU SHOWS US WHO THIS PAUL WAS, BOTH WHAT HE WAS BEFORE HE WAS AN APOSTLE, AND HOW HE BECAME AN APOSTLE,"--SO VERY GREAT IS THE USE WHICH THEY MAKE OF HIM IN RESPECT OF OTHER QUESTIONS ALSO. IT IS TRUE THAT HE TELLS US HIMSELF THAT HE WAS A PERSECUTOR BEFORE HE BECAME AN APOSTLE, STILL THIS IS NOT ENOUGH FOR ANY MAN WHO EXAMINES BEFORE HE BELIEVES, SINCE EVEN THE LORD HIMSELF DID NOT BEAR WITNESS OF HIMSELF. BUT LET THEM BELIEVE WITHOUT THE SCRIPTURES, IF THEIR OBJECT IS TO BELIEVE CONTRARY TO THE SCRIPTURES. STILL THEY SHOULD SHOW, FROM THE CIRCUMSTANCE WHICH THEY ALLEGE OF PETER'S BEING REBUKED BY PAUL, THAT PAUL ADDED YET ANOTHER FORM OF THE GOSPEL BESIDES THAT WHICH PETER AND THE REST HAD PREVIOUSLY SET FORTH. BUT THE FACT IS, HAVING BEEN CONVERTED FROM A PERSECUTOR TO A PREACHER, HE IS INTRODUCED AS ONE OF THE BRETHREN TO BRETHREN, BY BRETHREN--TO THEM, INDEED, BY MEN WHO HAD PUT ON FAITH FROM THE APOSTLES' HANDS. AFTERWARDS, AS HE HIMSELF NARRATES, HE "WENT UP TO JERUSALEM FOR THE PURPOSE OF SEEING PETER," BECAUSE OF HIS OFFICE, NO DOUBT, AND BY RIGHT OF A COMMON BELIEF AND PREACHING. NOW THEY CERTAINLY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN SURPRISED AT HIS HAVING BECOME A PREACHER INSTEAD OF A PERSECUTOR, IF HIS PREACHING WERE OF SOMETHING CONTRARY; NOR, MOREOVER, WOULD THEY HAVE "GLORIFIED THE LORD," BECAUSE PAUL HAD PRESENTED HIMSELF AS AN ADVERSARY TO HIM THEY ACCORDINGLY EVEN GAVE HIM "THE RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP," AS A SIGN OF THEIR AGREEMENT WITH HIM, AND ARRANGED AMONGST THEMSELVES A DISTRIBUTION OF OFFICE, NOT A DIVERSITY OF GOSPEL, SO THAT THEY SHOULD SEVERALLY PREACH NOT A DIFFERENT GOSPEL, BUT (THE SAME), TO DIFFERENT PERSONS, PETER TO THE CIRCUMCISION, PAUL TO THE GENTILES. FORASMUCH, THEN, AS PETER WAS REBUKED BECAUSE, AFTER HE HAD LIVED WITH THE GENTILES, HE PROCEEDED TO SEPARATE HIMSELF FROM THEIR COMPANY OUT OF RESPECT FOR PERSONS, THE FAULT SURELY WAS ONE OF CONVERSATION, NOT OF PREACHING. FOR IT DOES NOT APPEAR FROM THIS, THAT ANY OTHER GOD THAN THE CREATOR, OR ANY OTHER CHRIST THAN (THE SON) OF MARY, OR ANY OTHER HOPE THAN THE RESURRECTION, WAS (BY HIM) ANNOUNCED. 
CHAP. XXIV.--ST. PETER'S FURTHER VINDICATION. ST. PAUL NOT SUPERIOR TO ST. PETER IN TEACHING. NOTHING IMPARTED TO THE FORMER IN THE THIRD HEAVEN ENABLED HIM TO ADD TO THE FAITH. HERETICS BOAST AS IF FAVOURED WITH SOME OF THE SECRETS IMPARTED TO HIM. 
I HAVE NOT THE GOOD FORTUNE, OR, AS I MUST RATHER SAY, I HAVE NOT THE UNENVIABLE TASK, OF SETTING APOSTLES BY THE EARS. BUT, INASMUCH AS OUR VERY PERVERSE CAVILERS OBTRUDE THE REBUKE IN QUESTION FOR THE SET PURPOSE OF BRINGING THE EARLIER DOCTRINE INTO SUSPICION, I WILL PUT IN A DEFENSE, AS IT WERE, FOR PETER, TO THE EFFECT THAT EVEN PAUL SAID THAT HE WAS "MADE ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN--TO THE JEWS A JEW," TO THOSE WHO WERE NOT JEWS AS ONE WHO WAS NOT A JEW--"THAT HE MIGHT GAIN ALL." THEREFORE, IT WAS ACCORDING TO TIMES AND PERSONS AND CAUSES THAT THEY USED TO CENSURE CERTAIN PRACTICES, WHICH THEY WOULD NOT HESITATE THEMSELVES TO PURSUE, IN LIKE CONFORMITY TO TIMES AND PERSONS AND CAUSES. JUST (E.G.) AS IF PETER TOO HAD CENSURED PAUL, BECAUSE, WHILST FOR-BIDDING CIRCUMCISION, HE ACTUALLY CIRCUMCISED TIMOTHY HIMSELF. NEVER MIND THOSE WHO PASS SENTENCE ON APOSTLES! IT IS A HAPPY FACT THAT PETER IS ON THE SAME LEVEL WITH PAUL IN THE VERY GLORY OF MARTYRDOM. NOW, ALTHOUGH PAUL WAS CARRIED AWAY EVEN TO THE THIRD HEAVEN, AND WAS CAUGHT UP TO PARADISE, AND HEARD CERTAIN REVELATIONS THERE, YET THESE CANNOT POSSIBLY SEEM TO HAVE QUALIFIED HIM FOR (TEACHING) ANOTHER DOCTRINE, SEEING THAT THEIR VERY NATURE WAS SUCH AS TO RENDER THEM COMMUNICABLE TO NO HUMAN BEING. IF, HOWEVER, THAT UNSPEAKABLE MYSTERY DID LEAK OUT, AND BECOME KNOWN TO ANY MAN, AND IF ANY HERESY AFFIRMS THAT IT DOES ITSELF FOLLOW THE SAME, (THEN) EITHER PAUL MUST BE CHARGED WITH HAVING BETRAYED THE SECRET, OR SOME OTHER MAN MUST ACTUALLY BE SHOWN TO HAVE BEEN AFTERWARDS "CAUGHT UP INTO PARADISE," WHO HAD PERMISSION TO SPEAK OUT PLAINLY WHAT PAUL WAS NOT ALLOWED (EVEN) TO MUTTER. 
CHAP. XXV.--THE APOSTLES DID NOT KEEP BACK ANY OF THE DEPOSIT OF DOCTRINE WHICH CHRIST HAD ENTRUSTED TO THEM. ST. PAUL OPENLY COMMITTED HIS WHOLEDOCTRINE TO TIMOTHY. 
BUT HERE IS, AS WE HAVE SAID, THE SAME MADNESS, IN THEIR ALLOWING INDEED THAT THE APOSTLES WERE IGNORANT OF NOTHING, AND PREACHED NOT ANY (DOCTRINES) WHICH CONTRADICTED ONE ANOTHER, BUT AT THE SAME TIME INSISTING THAT THEY DID NOT REVEAL ALL TO ALL MEN, FOR THAT THEY PROCLAIMED SOME OPENLY AND TO ALL THE WORLD, WHILST THEY DISCLOSED OTHERS (ONLY) IN SECRET AND TO A FEW, BECAUSE PAUL ADDRESSED EVEN THIS EXPRESSION TO TIMOTHY: "O TIMOTHY, GUARD THAT WHICH IS ENTRUSTED TO THEE;" AND AGAIN: "THAT GOOD THING WHICH WAS COMMITTED UNTO THEE KEEP." WHAT IS THIS DEPOSIT? IS IT SO SECRET AS TO BE SUPPOSED TO CHARACTERIZE A NEW DOCTRINE? OR IS IT A PART OF THAT CHARGE OF WHICH HE SAYS, "THIS CHARGE I COMMIT UNTO THEE, SON TIMOTHY?" AND ALSO OF THAT PRECEPT OF WHICH HE SAYS, "I CHARGE THEE IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, WHO QUICKENETH ALL THINGS, AND BEFORE JESUS CHRIST WHO WITNESSED A GOOD CONFESSION UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, THAT THOU KEEP THIS COMMANDMENT?" NOW, WHAT IS (THIS) COMMANDMENT AND WHAT IS (THIS) CHARGE? FROM THE PRECEDING AND THE SUCCEEDING CONTEXTS, IT WILL BE MANIFEST THAT THERE IS NO MYSTERIOUS HINT DARKLY SUGGESTED IN THIS EXPRESSION ABOUT (SOME) FAR-FETCHED DOCTRINE, BUT THAT A WARNING IS RATHER GIVEN AGAINST RECEIVING ANY OTHER (DOCTRINE) THAN THAT WHICH TIMOTHY HAD HEARD FROM HIMSELF, AS I TAKE IT PUBLICLY: "BEFORE MANY WITNESSES" IS HIS PHRASE. NOW, IF THEY REFUSE TO ALLOW THAT THE CHURCH IS MEANT BY THESE "MANY WITNESSES," IT MATTERS NOTHING, SINCE NOTHING COULD HAVE BEEN SECRET WHICH WAS PRODUCED "BEFORE MANY WITNESSES." NOR, AGAIN, MUST THE CIRCUMSTANCE OF HIS HAVING WISHED HIM TO "COMMIT THESE THINGS TO FAITHFUL MEN, WHO SHOULD BE ABLE TO TEACH OTHERS ALSO," BE CONSTRUED INTO A PROOF OF THERE BEING SOME OCCULT GOSPEL. FOR, WHEN HE SAYS "THESE THINGS," HE REFERS TO THE THINGS OF WHICH HE IS WRITING AT THE MOMENT. IN REFERENCE, HOWEVER, TO OCCULT SUBJECTS, HE WOULD HAVE CALLED THEM, AS BEING ABSENT, THOSE THINGS, NOT THESE THINGS, TO ONE WHO HAD A JOINT KNOWLEDGE OF THEM WITH HIMSELF. 
CHAP. XXVI.--THE APOSTLES DID IN ALL CASES TEACH THE WHOLE TRUTH TO THE WHOLE CHURCH. NO RESERVATION, NOR PARTIAL COMMUNICATION TO FAVOURITE FRIENDS. 
BESIDES WHICH, IT MUST HAVE FOLLOWED, THAT, FOR THE MAN TO WHOM HE COMMITTED THE MINISTRATION OF THE GOSPEL, HE WOULD ADD THE INJUNCTION THAT IT BE NOT MINISTERED IN ALL PLACES, AND WITHOUT RESPECT TO PERSONS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LORD'S SAYING, "NOT TO CAST ONE'S PEARLS BEFORE SWINE, NOR THAT WHICH IS HOLY UNTO DOGS." OPENLY DID THE LORD SPEAK, WITHOUT ANY INTIMATION OF A HIDDEN MYSTERY. HE HAD HIMSELF COMMANDED THAT, "WHATSOEVER THEY HAD HEARD IN DARKNESS" AND IN SECRET, THEY SHOULD "DECLARE IN THE LIGHT AND ON THE HOUSE-TOPS." HE HAD HIMSELF FORE-SHOWN, BY MEANS OF A PARABLE, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT KEEP BACK IN SECRET, FRUITLESS OF INTEREST, A SINGLE POUND, THAT IS, ONE WORD OF HIS. HE USED HIMSELF TO TELL THEM THAT A CANDLE WAS NOT USUALLY "PUSHED AWAY UNDER A BUSHEL, BUT PLACED ON A CANDLESTICK," IN ORDER TO "GIVE LIGHT TO ALL WHO ARE IN THE HOUSE." THESE THINGS THE APOSTLES EITHER NEGLECTED, OR FAILED TO UNDERSTAND, IF THEY FULFILLED THEM NOT, BY CONCEALING ANY PORTION OF THE LIGHT, THAT IS, OF THE WORD OF GOD AND THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST. OF NO MAN, I AM QUITE SURE, WERE THEY AFRAID, NEITHER OF JEWS NOR OF GENTILES IN THEIR VIOLENCE; WITH ALL THE GREATER FREEDOM, THEN, WOULD THEY CERTAINLY PREACH IN THE CHURCH, WHO HELD NOT THEIR TONGUE IN SYNAGOGUES AND PUBLIC PLACES. INDEED, THEY WOULD HAVE FOUND IT IMPOSSIBLE EITHER TO CONVERT JEWS OR TO BRING IN GENTILES, UNLESS THEY "SET FORTH IN ORDER" THAT WHICH THEY WOULD HAVE THEM BELIEVE. MUCH LESS, WHEN CHURCHES WERE ADVANCED IN THE FAITH, WOULD THEY HAVE WITHDRAWN FROM THEM ANYTHING FOR THE PURPOSE OF COMMITTING IT SEPARATELY TO SOME FEW OTHERS. ALTHOUGH, EVEN SUPPOSING THAT AMONG INTIMATE FRIENDS, SO TO SPEAK, THEY DID HOLD CERTAIN DISCUSSIONS, YET IT IS INCREDIBLE THAT THESE COULD HAVE BEEN SUCH AS TO BRING IN SOME OTHER RULE OF FAITH, DIFFERING FROM AND CONTRARY TO THAT WHICH THEY WERE PROCLAIMING THROUGH THE CATHOLIC CHURCHES,--AS IF THEY SPOKE OF ONE GOD IN THE CHURCH, (AND) ANOTHER AT HOME, AND DESCRIBED ONE SUBSTANCE OF CHRIST, PUBLICLY, (AND) ANOTHER SECRETLY, AND ANNOUNCED ONE HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION BEFORE ALL MEN, (AND) ANOTHER BEFORE THE FEW; ALTHOUGH THEY THEMSELVES, IN THEIR EPISTLES, BESOUGHT MEN THAT THEY WOULD ALL SPEAK ONE AND THE SAME THING, AND THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO DIVISIONS AND DISSENSIONS IN THE CHURCH, SEEING THAT THEY, WHETHER PAUL OR OTHERS, PREACHED THE SAME THINGS. MOREOVER, THEY REMEMBERED THE WORDS): "LET YOUR COMMUNICATION BE YEA, YEA; NAY, NAY; FOR WHATSOEVER IS MORE THAN THIS COMETH OF EVIL;" SO THAT THEY WERE NOT TO HANDLE THE GOSPEL IN A DIVERSITY OF TREATMENT. 
CHAP. XXVII.--GRANTED THAT THE APOSTLES TRANSMITTED THE WHOLE DOCTRINE OF TRUTH, MAY NOT THE CHURCHES HAVE BEEN UNFAITHFUL IN HANDING IT ON? INCONCEIVABLE THAT THIS CAN HAVE BEEN THE CASE. 
SINCE, THEREFORE, IT IS INCREDIBLE THAT THE APOSTLES WERE EITHER IGNORANT OF THE WHOLE SCOPE OF THE MESSAGE WHICH THEY HAD TO DECLARE, OR FAILED TO MAKE KNOWN TO ALL MEN THE ENTIRE RULE OF FAITH, LET US SEE WHETHER, WHILE THE APOSTLES PROCLAIMED IT, PERHAPS, SIMPLY AND FULLY, THE CHURCHES, THROUGH THEIR OWN FAULT, SET IT FORTH OTHERWISE THAN THE APOSTLES HAD DONE. ALL THESE SUGGESTIONS OF DISTRUST YOU MAY FIND PUT FORWARD BY THE HERETICS. THEY BEAR IN MIND HOW THE CHURCHES WERE REBUKED BY THE APOSTLE: "O FOOLISH GALATIANS, WHO HATH BEWITCHED YOU?" AND, "YE DID RUN SO WELL; WHO HATH HINDERED YOU?" AND HOW THE EPISTLE ACTUALLY BEGINS: "I MARVEL THAT YE ARE SO SOON REMOVED FROM HIM, WHO HATH CALLED YOU AS HIS OWN IN GRACE, TO ANOTHER GOSPEL." THAT THEY LIKEWISE (REMEMBER), WHAT WAS WRITTEN TO THE CORINTHIANS, THAT THEY "WERE YET CARNAL," WHO "REQUIRED TO BE FED WITH MILK," BEING AS YET "UNABLE TO BEAR STRONG MEAT;" WHO ALSO "THOUGHT THAT THEY KNEW SOMEWHAT, WHEREAS THEY KNEW NOT YET ANYTHING, AS THEY OUGHT TO KNOW." WHEN THEY RAISE THE OBJECTION THAT THE CHURCHES WERE REBUKED, LET THEM SUPPOSE THAT THEY WERE ALSO CORRECTED; LET THEM ALSO REMEMBER THOSE (CHURCHES), CONCERNING WHOSE FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE AND CONVERSATION THE APOSTLE "REJOICES AND GIVES THANKS TO GOD," WHICH NEVERTHELESS EVEN AT THIS DAY, UNITE WITH THOSE WHICH WERE REBUKED IN THE PRIVILEGES OF ONE AND THE SAME INSTITUTION. 
CHAP. XXVIII.--THE ONE TRADITION OF THE FAITH, WHICH IS SUBSTANTIALLY ALIKE IN THE CHURCHES EVERYWHERE, A GOOD PROOF THAT THE TRANSMISSION HAS BEEN TRUE AND HONEST IN THE MAIN. 
GRANT, THEN, THAT ALL HAVE ERRED; THAT THE APOSTLE WAS MISTAKEN IN GIVING HIS TESTIMONY; THAT THE HOLY GHOST HAD NO SUCH RESPECT TO ANY ONE (CHURCH) AS TO LEAD IT INTO TRUTH, ALTHOUGH SENT WITH THIS VIEW BY CHRIST, AND FOR THIS ASKED OF THE FATHER THAT HE MIGHT BE THE TEACHER OF TRUTH; GRANT, ALSO, THAT HE, THE STEWARD OF GOD, THE VICAR OF CHRIST, NEGLECTED HIS OFFICE, PERMITTING THE CHURCHES FOR A TIME TO UNDERSTAND DIFFERENTLY, (AND) TO BELIEVE DIFFERENTLY, WHAT HE HIMSELF WAS PREACHING BY THE APOSTLES, IS IT LIKELY THAT SO MANY CHURCHES, AND THEY SO GREAT, SHOULD HAVE GONE ASTRAY INTO ONE AND THE SAME FAITH? NO CASUALTY DISTRIBUTED AMONG MANY MEN ISSUES IN ONE AND THE SAME RESULT. ERROR OF DOCTRINE IN THE CHURCHES MUST NECESSARILY HAVE PRODUCED VARIOUS ISSUES. WHEN, HOWEVER, THAT WHICH IS DEPOSITED AMONG MANY IS FOUND TO BE ONE AND THE SAME, IT IS NOT THE RESULT OF ERROR, BUT OF TRADITION. CAN ANY ONE, THEN, BE RECKLESS ENOUGH TO SAY THAT THEY WERE IN ERROR WHO HANDED ON THE TRADITION? 
CHAP. XXIX.--THE TRUTH NOT INDEBTED TO THE CARE OF THE HERETICS; IT HAD FREE COURSE BEFORE THEY APPEARED. PRIORITY OF THE CHURCH'S DOCTRINE A MARK OF ITS TRUTH. 
IN WHATEVER MANNER ERROR CAME, IT REIGNED OF COURSE ONLY AS LONG AS THERE WAS AN ABSENCE OF HERESIES? TRUTH HAD TO WAIT FOR CERTAIN MARCIONITES AND VALENTINIANS TO SET IT FREE. DURING THE INTERVAL THE GOSPEL WAS WRONGLY PREACHED; MEN WRONGLY BELIEVED; SO MANY THOUSANDS WERE WRONGLY BAPTIZED; SO MANY WORKS OF FAITH WERE WRONGLY WROUGHT; SO MANY MIRACULOUS GIFTS, SO MANY SPIRITUAL ENDOWMENTS, WERE WRONGLY SET IN OPERATION; SO MANY PRIESTLY FUNCTIONS, SO MANY MINISTRIES, WERE WRONGLY EXECUTED; AND, TO SUM UP THE WHOLE, SO MANY MARTYRS WRONGLY RECEIVED THEIR CROWNS! ELSE, IF NOT WRONGLY DONE, AND TO NO PURPOSE, HOW COMES IT TO PASS THAT THE THINGS OF GOD WERE ON THEIR COURSE BEFORE IT WAS KNOWN TO WHAT GOD THEY BELONGED? THAT THERE WERE CHRISTIANS BEFORE CHRIST WAS FOUND? THAT THERE WERE HERESIES BEFORE TRUE DOCTRINE? NOT SO; FOR IN ALL CASES TRUTH PRECEDES ITS COPY, THE LIKENESS SUCCEEDS THE REALITY. ABSURD ENOUGH, HOWEVER, IS IT, THAT HERESY SHOULD BE DEEMED TO HAVE PRECEDED ITS OWN PRIOR DOCTRINE, EVEN ON THIS ACCOUNT, BECAUSE IT IS THAT (DOCTRINE) ITSELF WHICH FORETOLD THAT THERE SHOULD BE HERESIES AGAINST WHICH MEN WOULD HAVE TO GUARD! TO A CHURCH WHICH POSSESSED THIS DOCTRINE, IT WAS WRITTEN--YEA, THE DOCTRINE ITSELF WRITES TO ITS OWN CHURCH--"THOUGH AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN PREACH ANY OTHER GOSPEL THAN THAT WHICH WE HAVE PREACHED, LET HIM BE ACCURSED." 
CHAP. XXX.--COMPARATIVE LATENESS OF HERESIES. MARCION'S HERESY. SOME PERSONAL FACTS ABOUT HIM. THE HERESY OF APELLES. CHARACTER OF THIS MAN; PHILUMENE; VALENTINUS; NIGIDIUS, AND HERMOGENES. 
WHERE WAS MARCION THEN, THAT SHIPMASTER OF PONTUS, THE ZEALOUS STUDENT OF STOICISM? WHERE WAS VALENTINUS THEN, THE DISCIPLE OF PLATONISM? FOR IT IS EVIDENT THAT THOSE MEN LIVED NOT SO LONG AGO, IN THE REIGN OF ANTONINUS FOR THE MOST PART, AND THAT THEY AT FIRST WERE BELIEVERS IN THE DOCTRINE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, IN THE CHURCH OF ROME UNDER THE EPISCOPATE OF THE BLESSED ELEUTHERUS, UNTIL ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR EVER-RESTLESS CURIOSITY, WITH WHICH THEY EVEN INFECTED THE BRETHREN, THEY WERE MORE THAN ONCE EXPELLED. MARCION, INDEED, [WENT] WITH THE TWO HUNDRED SESTERCES WHICH WHICH HE HAD BROUGHT INTO THE CHURCH, AND, WHEN BANISHED AT LAST TO A PERMANENT EXCOMMUNICATION, THEY SCATTERED ABROAD THE POISONS OF THEIR DOCTRINES. AFTERWARDS, IT IS TRUE, MARCION PROFESSED REPENTANCE, AND AGREED TO THE CONDITIONS GRANTED TO HIM--THAT HE SHOULD RECEIVE RECONCILIATION IF HE RESTORED TO THE CHURCH ALL THE OTHERS WHOM HE HAD BEEN TRAINING FOR PERDITION: HE WAS PREVENTED, HOWEVER, BY DEATH. IT WAS INDEED NECESSARY THAT THERE SHOULD BE HERESIES; AND YET IT DOES NOT FOLLOW FROM THAT NECESSITY, THAT HERESIES ARE A GOOD THING. AS IF IT HAS NOT BEEN NECESSARY ALSO THAT THERE SHOULD BE EVIL! IT WAS EVEN NECESSARY THAT THE LORD SHOULD BE BETRAYED; BUT WOE TO THE TRAITOR! SO THAT NO MAN MAY FROM THIS DEFEND HERESIES. IF WE MUST LIKEWISE TOUCH THE DESCENT OF APELLES, HE IS FAR FROM BEING" ONE OF THE OLD SCHOOLS," LIKE HIS INSTRUCTOR AND MOLDER, MARCION; HE RATHER FORSOOK THE CONTINENCE OF MARCION, BY RESORTING TO THE COMPANY OF A WOMAN, AND WITHDREW TO ALEXANDRIA, OUT OF SIGHT OF HIS MOST ABSTEMIOUS MASTER. RETURNING THEREFROM, AFTER SOME YEARS, UNIMPROVED, EXCEPT THAT HE WAS NO LONGER A MARCIONITE, HE CLAVE TO ANOTHER WOMAN, THE MAIDEN PHILUMENE (WHOM WE HAVE ALREADY MENTIONED), WHO HERSELF AFTERWARDS BECAME AN ENORMOUS PROSTITUTE. HAVING BEEN IMPOSED ON BY HER VIGOROUS SPIRIT, HE COMMITTED TO WRITING THE REVELATIONS WHICH HE HAD LEARNED OF HER. PERSONS ARE STILL LIVING WHO REMEMBER THEM, THEIR OWN ACTUAL DISCIPLES AND SUCCESSORS, WHO CANNOT THEREFORE DENY THE LATENESS OF THEIR DATE. BUT, IN FACT, BY THEIR OWN WORKS THEY ARE CONVICTED, EVEN AS THE LORD SAID. FOR SINCE MARCION SEPARATED THE NEW TESTAMENT FROM THE OLD, HE IS (NECESSARILY) SUBSEQUENT TO THAT WHICH HE SEPARATED, INASMUCH AS IT WAS ONLY IN HIS POWER TO SEPARATE WHAT WAS (PREVIOUSLY) UNITED. HAVING THEN BEEN UNITED PREVIOUS TO ITS SEPARATION, THE FACT OF ITS SUBSEQUENT SEPARATION PROVES THE SUBSEQUENCE ALSO OF THE MAN WHO EFFECTED THE SEPARATION. IN LIKE MANNER VALENTINUS, BY HIS DIFFERENT EXPOSITIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGED EMENDATIONS, MAKES THESE CHANGES ON THE EXPRESS GROUND OF PREVIOUS FAULTINESS, AND THEREFORE DEMONSTRATES THE DIFFERENCE OF THE DOCUMENTS. THESE CORRUPTERS OF THE TRUTH WE MENTION AS BEING MORE NOTORIOUS AND MORE PUBLIC THAN OTHERS. THERE IS, HOWEVER, A CERTAIN MAN NAMED NIGIDIUS, AND HERMOGENES, AND SEVERAL OTHERS, WHO STILL PURSUE THE COURSE OF PERVERTING THE WAYS OF THE LORD. LET THEM SHOW ME BY WHAT AUTHORITY THEY COME! IF IT BE SOME OTHER GOD THEY PREACH, HOW COMES IT THAT THEY EMPLOY THE THINGS AND HE WRITINGS AND THE NAMES OF THAT GOD AGAINST WHOM THEY PREACH? IF IT BE THE SAME GOD, WHY TREAT HIM IN SOME OTHER WAY? LET THEM PROVE THEMSELVES TO BE NEW APOSTLES! LET THEM MAINTAIN THAT CHRIST HAS COME DOWN A SECOND TIME, TAUGHT IN PERSON A SECOND TIME, HAS BEEN TWICE CRUCIFIED, TWICE DEAD, TWICE RAISED! FOR THUS HAS THE APOSTLE DESCRIBED (THE ORDER OF EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF CHRIST); FOR THUS, TOO, IS HE ACCUSTOMED TO MAKE HIS APOSTLES--TO GIVE THEM, (THAT IS), POWER BESIDES OF WORKING THE SAME MIRACLES WHICH HE WORKED HIMSELF. I WOULD THEREFORE HAVE THEIR MIGHTY DEEDS ALSO BROUGHT FORWARD; EXCEPT THAT I ALLOW THEIR MIGHTIEST DEED TO BE THAT BY WHICH THEY PERVERSELY VIE WITH THE APOSTLES. FOR WHILST THEY USED TO RAISE MEN TO LIFE FROM THE DEAD, THESE CONSIGN MEN TO DEATH FROM THEIR LIVING STATE. 
CHAP. XXXI.--TRUTH FIRST, FALSEHOOD AFTER WARDS, AS ITS PERVERSION. CHRIST'S PARABLE PUTS THE SOWING OF THE GOOD SEED BEFORE THE USELESS TARES. 
LET ME RETURN, HOWEVER, FROM THIS DIGRESSION TO DISCUSS THE PRIORITY OF TRUTH, AND THE COMPARATIVE LATENESS OF FALSEHOOD, DERIVING SUPPORT FOR MY ARGUMENT EVEN FROM THAT PARABLE WHICH PUTS IN THE FIRST PLACE THE SOWING BY THE LORD OF THE GOOD SEED OF THE WHEAT, BUT INTRODUCES AT A LATER STAGE THE ADULTERATION OF THE CROP BY ITS ENEMY THE DEVIL WITH THE USELESS WEED OF THE WILD OATS. FOR HEREIN IS FIGURATIVELY DESCRIBED THE DIFFERENCE OF DOCTRINES, SINCE IN OTHER PASSAGES ALSO THE WORD OF GOD IS LIKENED UNTO SEED. FROM THE ACTUAL ORDER, THEREFORE, IT BECOMES CLEAR, THAT THAT WHICH WAS FIRST DELIVERED IS OF THE LORD AND IS TRUE, WHILST THAT IS STRANGE AND FALSE WHICH WAS AFTERWARDS INTRODUCED. THIS SENTENCE WILL KEEP ITS GROUND IN OPPOSITION TO ALL LATER HERESIES, WHICH HAVE NO CONSISTENT QUALITY OF KINDRED KNOWLEDGE INHERENT IN THEM--TO CLAIM THE TRUTH AS ON THEIR SIDE. 
CHAP. XXXII.--NONE OF THE HERETICS CLAIM SUCCESSION FROM THE APOSTLES. NEW CHURCHES STILL APOSTOLIC, BECAUSE THEIR FAITH IS THAT WHICH THE APOSTLES TAUGHT AND HANDED DOWN. THE HERETICS CHALLENGED TO SHOW ANY APOSTOLIC CREDENTIALS. 
BUT IF THERE BE ANY (HERESIES) WHICH ARE BOLD ENOUGH TO PLANT THEMSELVES IN THE MIDST OF THE APOSTOLIC AGE, THAT THEY MAY THEREBY SEEM TO HAVE BEEN HANDED DOWN BY THE APOSTLES, BECAUSE THEY EXISTED IN THE TIME OF THE APOSTLES, WE CAN SAY: LET THEM PRODUCE THE ORIGINAL RECORDS OF THEIR CHURCHES; LET THEM UNFOLD THE ROLL OF THEIR BISHOPS, RUNNING DOWN IN DUE SUCCESSION FROM THE BEGINNING IN SUCH A MANNER THAT [THAT FIRST BISHOP OF THEIRS] BISHOP SHALL BE ABLE TO SHOW FOR HIS ORDAINER AND PREDECESSOR SOME ONE OF THE APOSTLES OR OF APOSTOLIC MEN,--A MAN, MOREOVER, WHO CONTINUED STEADFAST WITH THE APOSTLES. FOR THIS IS THE MANNER IN WHICH THE APOSTOLIC CHURCHES TRANSMIT THEIR REGISTERS: AS THE CHURCH OF SMYRNA, WHICH RECORDS THAT POLYCARP WAS PLACED THEREIN BY JOHN; AS ALSO THE CHURCH OF ROME, WHICH MAKES CLEMENT TO HAVE BEEN ORDAINED IN LIKE MANNER BY PETER. IN EXACTLY THE SAME WAY THE OTHER CHURCHES LIKEWISE EXHIBIT (THEIR SEVERAL WORTHIES), WHOM, AS HAVING BEEN APPOINTED TO THEIR EPISCOPAL PLACES BY APOSTLES, THEY REGARD AS TRANSMITTERS OF THE APOSTOLIC SEED. LET THE HERETICS CONTRIVE SOMETHING OF THE SAME KIND. FOR AFTER THEIR BLASPHEMY, WHAT IS THERE THAT IS UNLAWFUL FOR THEM (TO ATTEMPT)? BUT SHOULD THEY EVEN EFFECT THE CONTRIVANCE, THEY WILL NOT ADVANCE A STEP. FOR THEIR VERY DOCTRINE, AFTER COMPARISON WITH THAT OF THE APOSTLES, WILL DECLARE, BY ITS OWN DIVERSITY AND CONTRARIETY, THAT IT HAD FOR ITS AUTHOR NEITHER AN APOSTLE NOR AN APOSTOLIC MAN; BECAUSE, AS THE APOSTLES WOULD NEVER HAVE TAUGHT THINGS WHICH WERE SELF-CONTRADICTORY, SO THE APOSTOLIC MEN WOULD NOT HAVE INCULCATED TEACHING DIFFERENT FROM THE APOSTLES, UNLESS THEY WHO RECEIVED THEIR INSTRUCTION FROM THE APOSTLES WENT AND PREACHED IN A CONTRARY MANNER. TO THIS TEST, THEREFORE WILL THEY BE SUBMITTED FOR PROOF BY THOSE CHURCHES, WHO, ALTHOUGH THEY DERIVE NOT THEIR FOUNDER FROM APOSTLES OR APOSTOLIC MEN (AS BEING OF MUCH LATER DATE, FOR THEY ARE IN FACT BEING FOUNDED DAILY), YET, SINCE THEY AGREE IN THE SAME FAITH, THEY ARE ACCOUNTED AS NOT LESS APOSTOLIC BECAUSE THEY ARE AKIN IN DOCTRINE. THEN LET ALL THE HERESIES, WHEN CHALLENGED TO THESE TWO TESTS BY OUR APOSTOLIC CHURCH, OFFER THEIR PROOF OF HOW THEY DEEM THEMSELVES TO BE APOSTOLIC. BUT IN TRUTH THEY NEITHER ARE SO, NOR ARE THEY ABLE TO PROVE THEMSELVES TO BE WHAT THEY ARE NOT. NOR ARE THEY ADMITTED TO PEACEFUL RELATIONS AND COMMUNION BY SUCH CHURCHES AS ARE IN ANY WAY CONNECTED WITH APOSTLES, INASMUCH AS THEY ARE IN NO SENSE THEMSELVES APOSTOLIC BECAUSE OF THEIR DIVERSITY AS TO THE MYSTERIES OF THE FAITH. 
CHAP. XXXIII.--PRESENT HERESIES (SEEDLINGS OF THE TARES NOTED BY THE SACRED WRITERS) ALREADY CONDEMNED IN SCRIPTURE. THIS DESCENT OF LATER HERESY FROM THE EARLIER TRACED IN SEVERAL INSTANCES. 
BESIDES ALL THIS, I ADD A REVIEW OF THE DOCTRINES THEMSELVES, WHICH, EXISTING AS THEY DID IN THE DAYS OF THE APOSTLES, WERE BOTH EXPOSED AND DENOUNCED BY THE SAID APOSTLES. FOR BY THIS METHOD THEY WILL BE MORE EASILY REPROBATED, WHEN THEY ARE DETECTED TO HAVE BEEN EVEN THEN IN EXISTENCE, OR AT ANY RATE TO HAVE BEEN SEEDLINGS OF THE (TARES) WHICH THEN WERE. PAUL, IN HIS FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, SETS HIS MARK ON CERTAIN WHO DENIED AND DOUBTED THE RESURRECTION. THIS OPINION WAS THE ESPECIAL PROPERTY OF THE SADDUCEES. A PART OF IT, HOWEVER, IS MAINTAINED BY MARCION AND APELLES AND VALENTINUS, AND ALL OTHER IMPUGNERS OF THE RESURRECTION. WRITING ALSO TO THE GALATIANS, HE INVEIGHS AGAINST SUCH MEN AS OBSERVED AND DEFEND CIRCUMCISION AND THE (MOSAIC) LAW. THUS, RUNS HEBION'S HERESY. SUCH ALSO AS "FORBID TO MARRY" HE REPROACHES IN HIS INSTRUCTIONS TO TIMOTHY. NOW, THIS IS THE TEACHING OF MARCION AND HIS FOLLOWER APELLES. (THE APOSTLE) DIRECTS A SIMILAR BLOW AGAINST THOSE WHO SAID THAT "THE RESURRECTION WAS PAST ALREADY." SUCH AN OPINION DID THE VALENTINIANS ASSERT OF THEMSELVES. WHEN AGAIN HE MENTIONS "ENDLESS GENEALOGIES," ONE ALSO RECOGNIZES VALENTINUS, IN WHOSE SYSTEM A CERTAIN AEON, WHOSOEVER HE BE, OF A NEW NAME, AND THAT NOT ONE ONLY, GENERATES OF HIS OWN GRACE SENSE AND TRUTH; AND THESE IN LIKE MANNER PRODUCE OF THEMSELVES WORD AND LIFE, WHILE THESE AGAIN AFTERWARDS BEGET MAN AND THE CHURCH. FROM THESE PRIMARY EIGHT TEN OTHER AEONS AFTER THEM SPRING, AND THEN THE TWELVE OTHERS ARISE WITH THEIR WONDERFUL NAMES, TO COMPLETE THE MERE STORY OF THE THIRTY AEONS. THE SAME APOSTLE, WHEN DISAPPROVING OF THOSE WHO ARE "IN BONDAGE TO ELEMENTS," POINTS US TO SOME DOGMA OF HERMOGENES, WHO INTRODUCES MATTER AS HAVING NO BEGINNING, AND THEN COMPARES IT WITH GOD, WHO HAS NO BEGINNING. BY THUS MAKING THE MOTHER OF THE ELEMENTS A GODDESS, HE HAS IT IN HIS POWER "TO BE IN BONDAGE" TO A BEING WHICH HE PUTS ON A PAR WITH GOD. JOHN, HOWEVER, IN THE APOCALYPSE IS CHARGED TO CHASTISE THOSE "WHO EAT THINGS SACRIFICED TO IDOLS," AND "WHO COMMIT FORNICATION." THERE ARE, EVEN NOW ANOTHER SORT OF NICOLAITANS. THEIRS IS CALLED THE GAIAN HERESY. BUT IN HIS EPISTLE, HE ESPECIALLY DESIGNATES THOSE AS "ANTICHRISTS" WHO "DENIED THAT CHRIST WAS COME IN THE FLESH," AND WHO REFUSED TO THINK THAT JESUS WAS THE SON OF GOD. THE ONE DOGMA MARCION MAINTAINED; THE OTHER, HEBION. THE DOCTRINE, HOWEVER, OF SIMON'S SORCERY, WHICH INCULCATED THE WORSHIP OF ANGELS, WAS ITSELF ACTUALLY RECKONED AMONGST IDOLATRIES AND CONDEMNED BY THE APOSTLE PETER IN SIMON'S OWN PERSON. 
CHAP. XXXIV.--NO EARLY CONTROVERSY RESPECTING THE DIVINE CREATOR; NO SECOND GOD INTRODUCED AT FIRST. HERESIES CONDEMNED ALIKE BY THE SENTENCE AND THE SILENCE OF HOLY SCRIPTURE. 
THESE ARE, AS I SUPPOSE, THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF SPURIOUS DOCTRINES, WHICH (AS WE ARE INFORMED BY THE APOSTLES THEMSELVES) EXISTED IN THEIR OWN DAY. AND YET WE FIND AMONGST SO MANY VARIOUS PERVERSIONS OF TRUTH, NOT ONE SCHOOL WHICH RAISED ANY CONTROVERSY CONCERNING GOD AS THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS. NO MAN WAS BOLD ENOUGH TO SURMISE A SECOND GOD. MORE READILY WAS DOUBT FELT ABOUT THE SON THAN ABOUT THE FATHER, UNTIL MARCION INTRODUCED, IN ADDITION TO THE CREATOR, ANOTHER GOD OF GOODNESS ONLY. APELLES MADE THE CREATOR OF SOME NONDESCRIPT GLORIOUS ANGEL, WHO BELONGED TO THE SUPERIOR GOD, THE GOD (ACCORDING TO HIM,) OF THE LAW AND OF ISRAEL, AFFIRMING THAT HE WAS FIRE. VALENTINUS DISSEMINATED HIS AEONS, AND TRACED THE SIN OF ONE AEON TO THE PRODUCTION OF GOD THE CREATOR. TO NONE, FORSOOTH, EXCEPT THESE, NOR PRIOR TO THESE, WAS REVEALED THE TRUTH OF THE DIVINE NATURE; AND THEY OBTAINED THIS ESPECIAL HONOUR AND FULLER FAVOUR FROM THE DEVIL, WE CANNOT DOUBT, BECAUSE HE WISHED EVEN IN THIS RESPECT TO RIVAL GOD, THAT HE MIGHT SUCCEED, BY THE POISON OF HIS DOCTRINES, IN DOING HIMSELF WHAT THE LORD SAID COULD NOT BE DONE--MAKING "THE DISCIPLES ABOVE THEIR MASTER." LET THE ENTIRE MASS OF HERESIES CHOOSE, THEREFORE, FOR THEMSELVES THE TIMES WHEN THEY SHOULD APPEAR, PROVIDED THAT THE WHEN BE AN UNIMPORTANT POINT; ALLOWING, TOO, THAT THEY BE NOT OF THE TRUTH, AND (AS A MATTER OF COURSE) THAT SUCH AS HAD NO EXISTENCE IN THE TIME OF THE APOSTLES COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE HAD ANY CONNECTION WITH THE APOSTLES. IF INDEED THEY HAD THEN EXISTED, THEIR NAMES WOULD BE EXTANT, WITH A VIEW TO THEIR OWN REPRESSION LIKEWISE. THOSE (HERESIES) INDEED WHICH DID EXIST IN THE DAYS OF THE APOSTLES, ARE CONDEMNED IN THEIR VERY MENTION. IF IT BE TRUE, THEN, THAT THOSE HERESIES, WHICH IN THE APOSTOLIC TIMES WERE IN A RUDE FORM, ARE NOW FOUND TO BE THE SAME, ONLY IN A MUCH MORE POLISHED SHAPE, THEY DERIVE THEIR CONDEMNATION FROM THIS VERY CIRCUMSTANCE OR IF THEY WERE NOT THE SAME, BUT AROSE AFTERWARDS IN A DIFFERENT FORM, AND MERELY ASSUMED FROM THEM CERTAIN TENETS, THEN, BY SHARING WITH THEM AN AGREEMENT IN THEIR TEACHING, THEY MUST NEEDS PARTAKE IN THEIR CONDEMNATION, BY REASON OF THE ABOVE-MENTIONED DEFINITION, OF LATENESS OF DATE, WHICH MEETS US ON THE VERY THRESHOLD. EVEN IF THEY WERE FREE FROM ANY PARTICIPATION IN CONDEMNED DOCTRINE, THEY WOULD STAND ALREADY JUDGED ON THE MERE GROUND OF TIME, BEING ALL THE MORE SPURIOUS BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT EVEN NAMED BY THE APOSTLES. WHENCE WE HAVE THE FIRMER ASSURANCE, THAT THESE WERE (THE HERESIES) WHICH EVEN THEN, WERE ANNOUNCED AS ABOUT TO ARISE. 
CHAP. XXXV.--LET HERETICS MAINTAIN THEIR CLAIMS BY A DEFINITE AND INTELLIGIBLE EVIDENCE.THIS THE ONLY METHOD OF SOLVING THEIR QUESTIONS. CATHOLICS APPEAL ALWAYS TO EVIDENCE TRACEABLE TO APOSTOLIC SOURCES. 
CHALLENGED AND REFUTED BY US, ACCORDING TO THESE DEFINITIONS, LET ALL THE HERESIES BOLDLY ON THEIR PART ALSO ADVANCE SIMILAR RULES TO THESE AGAINST OUR DOCTRINE, WHETHER THEY BE LATER THAN THE APOSTLES OR CONTEMPORARY WITH THE APOSTLES, PROVIDED THEY BE DIFFERENT FROM THEM; PROVIDED ALSO THEY WERE, BY EITHER A GENERAL OR A SPECIFIC CENSURE, PRE-CONDEMNED [PRE-DAMNED] BY THEM. FOR SINCE THEY DENY THE TRUTH OF (OUR DOCTRINE), THEY OUGHT TO PROVE THAT IT ALSO IS HERESY, REFUTABLE BY THE SAME RULE AS THAT BY WHICH THEY ARE THEMSELVES REFUTED; AND AT THE SAME TIME TO SHOW US WHERE WE MUST SEEK THE TRUTH, WHICH IT IS BY THIS TIME EVIDENT HAS NO EXISTENCE AMONGST THEM. OUR SYSTEM IS NOT BEHIND ANY IN DATE; ON THE CONTRARY, IT IS EARLIER THAN ALL; AND THIS FACT WILL BE THE EVIDENCE OF THAT TRUTH WHICH EVERYWHERE OCCUPIES THE FIRST PLACE. THE APOSTLES, AGAIN, NOWHERE CONDEMN IT; THEY RATHER DEFEND IT,--A FACT WHICH WILL SHOW THAT IT COMES FROM THEMSELVES. FOR THAT DOCTRINE WHICH THEY REFRAIN FROM CONDEMNING, WHEN THEY HAVE CONDEMNED EVERY STRANGE OPINION, THEY SHOW TO BE THEIR OWN, AND ON THAT GROUND TOO THEY DEFEND IT. 
CHAP. XXXVI.--THE APOSTOLIC CHURCHES THE VOICE OF THE APOSTLES, LET THE HERETICS EXAMINE THEIR APOSTOLIC CLAIMS, IN EACH CASE, INDISPUTABLE. THE CHURCH OF ROME DOUBLY APOSTOLIC; ITS EARLY EMINENCE AND EXCELLENCE. HERESY, AS PERVERTING THE TRUTH, IS CONNECTED THEREWITH. 
COME NOW, YOU WHO WOULD INDULGE A BETTER CURIOSITY, IF YOU WOULD APPLY IT TO THE BUSINESS OF YOUR SALVATION, RUN OVER THE APOSTOLIC CHURCHES, IN WHICH THE VERY THRONES OF THE APOSTLES ARE STILL PRE-EMINENT IN THEIR PLACES, IN WHICH THEIR OWN AUTHENTIC WRITINGS ARE READ, UTTERING THE VOICE AND REPRESENTING THE FACE OF EACH OF THEM SEVERALLY. ACHAIA IS VERY NEAR YOU, (IN WHICH) YOU FIND CORINTH. SINCE YOU ARE NOT FAR FROM MACEDONIA, YOU HAVE PHILIPPI; (AND THERE TOO) YOU HAVE THE THESSALONIANS. SINCE YOU ARE ABLE TO CROSS TO ASIA, YOU GET EPHESUS. SINCE, MOREOVER, YOU ARE CLOSE UPON ITALY, YOU HAVE ROME, FROM WHICH THERE COMES EVEN INTO OUR OWN HANDS THE VERY AUTHORITY (OF APOSTLES THEMSELVES). HOW HAPPY IS ITS CHURCH, ON WHICH APOSTLES POURED FORTH ALL THEIR DOCTRINE ALONG WITH THEIR BLOOD! WHERE PETER ENDURES A PASSION LIKE HIS LORD'S! WHERE PAUL WINS HIS CROWN IN A DEATH LIKE JOHN'S WHERE THE APOSTLE JOHN WAS FIRST PLUNGED, UNHURT, INTO BOILING OIL, AND THENCE REMITTED TO HIS ISLAND-EXILE! SEE WHAT SHE HAS LEARNED, WHAT TAUGHT, WHAT FELLOWSHIP HAS HAD WITH EVEN (OUR) CHURCHES IN AFRICA! ONE LORD GOD DOES SHE ACKNOWLEDGE, THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE, AND CHRIST JESUS (BORN) OF THE VIRGIN MARY, THE SON OF GOD THE CREATOR; AND THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH; THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS SHE UNITES IN ONE VOLUME WITH THE WRITINGS OF EVANGELISTS AND APOSTLES, FROM WHICH SHE DRINKS IN HER FAITH. THIS SHE SEALS WITH THE WATER (OF BAPTISM), ARRAYS WITH THE HOLY GHOST, FEEDS WITH THE EUCHARIST, CHEERS WITH MARTYRDOM, AND AGAINST SUCH A DISCIPLINE THUS (MAINTAINED) SHE ADMITS NO GAINSAYER. THIS IS THE DISCIPLINE WHICH I NO LONGER SAY FORETOLD THAT HERESIES SHOULD COME, BUT FROM WHICH THEY PROCEEDED. HOWEVER, THEY WERE NOT OF HER, BECAUSE THEY WERE OPPOSED TO HER. EVEN THE ROUGH WILD-OLIVE ARISES FROM THE GERM OF THE FRUITFUL, RICH, AND GENUINE OLIVE; ALSO, FROM THE SEED OF THE MELLOWEST AND SWEETEST FIG THERE SPRINGS THE EMPTY AND USELESS WILD-FIG. IN THE SAME WAY HERESIES, TOO, COME FROM OUR PLANT, ALTHOUGH NOT OF OUR KIND; (THEY COME) FROM THE GRAIN OF TRUTH, BUT, OWING TO THEIR FALSEHOOD, THEY HAVE ONLY WILD LEAVES TO SHOW. 
CHAP. XXXVII.--HERETICS NOT BEING CHRISTIANS, BUT RATHER PERVERTERS OF CHRIST'S TEACHING, MAY NOT CLAIM THE CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES. THESE ARE A DEPOSIT, COMMITTED TO AND CAREFULLY KEPT BY THE CHURCH. 
SINCE THIS IS THE CASE, IN ORDER THAT THE TRUTH MAY BE ADJUDGED TO BELONG TO US, "AS MANY AS WALK ACCORDING TO THE RULE," WHICH THE CHURCH HAS HANDED DOWN FROM THE APOSTLES, THE APOSTLES FROM CHRIST, AND CHRIST FROM GOD, THE REASON OF OUR POSITION IS CLEAR, WHEN IT DETERMINES THAT HERETICS OUGHT NOT TO BE ALLOWED TO CHALLENGE AN APPEAL TO THE SCRIPTURES, SINCE WE, WITHOUT THE SCRIPTURES, PROVE THAT THEY HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THE SCRIPTURES. FOR AS THEY ARE HERETICS, THEY CANNOT BE TRUE CHRISTIANS, BECAUSE IT IS NOT FROM CHRIST THAT THEY GET THAT WHICH THEY PURSUE OF THEIR OWN MERE CHOICE, AND FROM THE PURSUIT INCUR AND ADMIT THE NAME OF HERETICS. THUS, NOT BEING CHRISTIANS, THEY HAVE ACQUIRED NO RIGHT TO THE CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES; AND IT MAY BE VERY FAIRLY SAID TO THEM, "WHO ARE YOU? WHEN AND WHENCE DID YOU COME? AS YOU ARE NONE OF MINE, WHAT HAVE YOU TO DO WITH THAT WHICH IS MINE? INDEED, MARCION, BY WHAT RIGHT DO YOU HEW MY WOOD? BY WHOSE PERMISSION, VALENTINUS, ARE YOU DIVERTING THE STREAMS OF MY FOUNTAIN? BY WHAT POWER, APELLES, ARE YOU REMOVING MY LANDMARKS? THIS IS MY PROPERTY. WHY ARE YOU, THE REST, SOWING AND FEEDING HERE AT YOUR OWN PLEASURE? THIS (I SAY) IS MY PROPERTY. I HAVE LONG POSSESSED IT; I POSSESSED IT BEFORE YOU. I HOLD SURE TITLE-DEEDS FROM THE ORIGINAL OWNERS THEMSELVES, TO WHOM THE ESTATE BELONGED. I AM THE HEIR OF THE APOSTLES. JUST AS THEY CAREFULLY PREPARED THEIR WILL AND TESTAMENT, AND COMMITTED IT TO A TRUST, AND ADJURED (THE TRUSTEES TO BE FAITHFUL TO THEIR CHARGE), EVEN SO DO I HOLD IT. AS FOR YOU, THEY HAVE, IT IS CERTAIN, ALWAYS HELD YOU AS DISINHERITED, AND REJECTED YOU AS STRANGERS--AS ENEMIES. BUT ON WHAT GROUND ARE HERETICS STRANGERS AND ENEMIES TO THE APOSTLES, IF IT BE NOT FROM THE DIFFERENCE OF THEIR TEACHING, WHICH EACH INDIVIDUAL OF HIS OWN MERE WILL HAS EITHER ADVANCED OR RECEIVED IN OPPOSITION TO THE APOSTLES?" 
CHAP. XXXVIII.--HARMONY OF THE CHURCH AND THE SCRIPTURES.HERETICS HAVE TAMPERED WITH THE SCRIPTURES, AND MUTILATED, AND ALTERED THEM. CATHOLICS NEVER CHANGE THE SCRIPTURES, WHICH ALWAYS TESTIFY FOR THEM. 
WHERE DIVERSITY OF DOCTRINE IS FOUND, THERE, THEN, MUST THE CORRUPTION BOTH OF THE SCRIPTURES AND THE EXPOSITIONS THEREOF BE REGARDED AS EXISTING. ON THOSE WHOSE PURPOSE IT WAS TO TEACH DIFFERENTLY, LAY THE NECESSITY OF DIFFERENTLY ARRANGING THE INSTRUMENTS OF DOCTRINE. THEY COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE AFFECTED THEIR DIVERSITY OF TEACHING IN ANY OTHER WAY THAN BY HAVING A DIFFERENCE IN THE MEANS WHEREBY THEY TAUGHT. AS IN THEIR CASE, CORRUPTION IN DOCTRINE COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE SUCCEEDED WITHOUT A CORRUPTION ALSO OF ITS INSTRUMENTS, SO TO OURSELVES ALSO INTEGRITY OF DOCTRINE COULD NOT HAVE ACCRUED, WITHOUT INTEGRITY IN THOSE MEANS BY WHICH DOCTRINE IS MANAGED. NOW, WHAT IS THERE IN OUR SCRIPTURES WHICH IS CONTRARY TO US? WHAT OF OUR OWN HAVE WE INTRODUCED, THAT WE SHOULD HAVE TO TAKE IT AWAY AGAIN, OR ELSE ADD TO IT, OR ALTER IT, IN ORDER TO RESTORE TO ITS NATURAL SOUNDNESS ANYTHING WHICH IS CONTRARY TO IT, AND CONTAINED IN THE SCRIPTURES? WHAT WE ARE OURSELVES, THAT ALSO THE SCRIPTURES ARE (AND HAVE BEEN) FROM THE BEGINNING. OF THEM WE HAVE OUR BEING, BEFORE THERE WAS ANY OTHER WAY, BEFORE THEY WERE INTERPOLATED BY YOU. NOW, INASMUCH AS ALL INTERPOLATION MUST BE BELIEVED TO BE A LATER PROCESS, FOR THE EXPRESS REASON THAT IT PROCEEDS FROM RIVALRY WHICH IS NEVER IN ANY CASE PREVIOUS TO NOR HOME-BORN WITH THAT WHICH IT EMULATES, IT IS AS INCREDIBLE TO EVERY MAN OF SENSE THAT WE SHOULD SEEM TO HAVE INTRODUCED ANY CORRUPT TEXT INTO THE SCRIPTURES, EXISTING, AS WE HAVE BEEN, FROM THE VERY FIRST, AND BEING THE FIRST, AS IT IS THAT THEY HAVE NOT IN FACT INTRODUCED IT WHO ARE BOTH LATER IN DATE AND OPPOSED (TO THE SCRIPTURES). ONE MAN, PERVERTS THE SCRIPTURES WITH HIS HAND, ANOTHER THEIR MEANING BY HIS EXPOSITION. FOR ALTHOUGH VALENTINUS SEEMS TO USE THE ENTIRE VOLUME, HE HAS NONE THE LESS LAID VIOLENT HANDS ON THE TRUTH ONLY WITH A MORE CUNNING MIND AND SKILL THAN MARCION. MARCION EXPRESSLY AND OPENLY USED THE KNIFE, NOT THE PEN, SINCE HE MADE SUCH AN EXCISION OF THE SCRIPTURES AS SUITED HIS OWN SUBJECT-MATTER. VALENTINUS, HOWEVER, ABSTAINED FROM SUCH EXCISION, BECAUSE HE DID NOT INVENT SCRIPTURES TO SQUARE WITH HIS OWN SUBJECT-MATTER, BUT ADAPTED HIS MATTER TO THE SCRIPTURES; AND YET HE TOOK AWAY MORE, AND ADDED MORE, BY REMOVING THE PROPER MEANING OF EVERY PARTICULAR WORD, AND ADDING FANTASTIC ARRANGEMENTS OF THINGS WHICH HAVE NO REAL EXISTENCE. 
CHAP. XXXIX.--WHAT ST. PAUL CALLS SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESSES DISPLAYED BY PAGAN AUTHORS, AND BY HERETICS, IN NO DISSIMILAR MANNER. HOLY SCRIPTURE ESPECIALLY LIABLE TO HERETICAL MANIPULATION. AFFORDS MATERIAL FOR HERESIES, JUST AS VIRGIL HAS BEEN THE GROUNDWORK OF LITERARY PLAGIARISMS, DIFFERENT IN PURPORT FROM THE ORIGINAL. 
THESE WERE THE INGENIOUS ARTS OF "SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESSES," WHEREWITH WE ALSO, MY BRETHREN, MAY FAIRLY EXPECT TO HAVE "TO WRESTLE," AS NECESSARY FOR FAITH, THAT THE ELECT MAY BE MADE MANIFEST, (AND) THAT THE REPROBATE MAY BE DISCOVERED. AND THEREFORE, THEY POSSESS INFLUENCE, AND A FACILITY IN THINKING OUT AND FABRICATING ERRORS, WHICH OUGHT NOT TO BE WONDERED AT AS IF IT WERE A DIFFICULT AND INEXPLICABLE PROCESS, SEEING THAT IN PROFANE WRITINGS ALSO AN EXAMPLE COMES READY TO HAND OF A SIMILAR FACILITY. YOU SEE IN OUR OWN DAY, COMPOSED OUT OF VIRGIL, A STORY OF A WHOLLY DIFFERENT CHARACTER, THE SUBJECT-MATTER BEING ARRANGED ACCORDING TO THE VERSE, AND THE VERSE ACCORDING TO THE SUBJECT-MATTER. IN SHORT, HOSIDIUS GETA HAS MOST COMPLETELY PILFERED HIS TRAGEDY OF MEDEA FROM VIRGIL. A NEAR RELATIVE OF MY OWN, AMONG SOME LEISURE PRODUCTIONS OF HIS PEN, HAS COMPOSED OUT OF THE SAME POET THE TABLE OF CEBES. ON THE SAME PRINCIPLE, THOSE POETASTERS ARE COMMONLY CALLED HOMEROCENTONES, "COLLECTORS OF HOMERIC ODDS AND ENDS," WHO STITCH INTO ONE PIECE, PATCHWORK FASHION, WORKS OF THEIR OWN FROM THE LINES OF HOMER, OUT OF MANY SCRAPS PUT TOGETHER FROM THIS PASSAGE AND FROM THAT (IN MISCELLANEOUS CONFUSION). NOW, UNQUESTIONABLY, THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES ARE MORE FRUITFUL IN RESOURCES OF ALL KINDS FOR THIS SORT OF FACILITY. NOR DO I RISK CONTRADICTION IN SAYING THAT THE VERY SCRIPTURES WERE EVEN ARRANGED BY THE WILL OF GOD IN SUCH A MANNER AS TO FURNISH MATERIALS FOR HERETICS, INASMUCH AS I READ THAT "THERE MUST BE HERESIES, WHICH THERE CANNOT BE WITHOUT THE SCRIPTURES. 
CHAP. XL.--NO DIFFERENCE IN THE SPIRIT OF IDOLATRY AND OF HERESY. IN THE RITES OF IDOLATRY, SATAN IMITATED AND DISTORTED THE DIVINE INSTITUTIONS OF THE OLDER SCRIPTURES. THE CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES CORRUPTED BY HIM IN THE PERVERSIONS OF THE VARIOUS HERETICS. 
THE QUESTION WILL ARISE, BY WHOM IS TO BE INTERPRETED THE SENSE OF THE PASSAGES WHICH MAKE FOR HERESIES? BY THE DEVIL, OF COURSE, TO WHOM PERTAIN THOSE WILES WHICH PERVERT THE TRUTH, AND WHO, BY THE MYSTIC RITES OF HIS IDOLS, VIES EVEN WITH THE ESSENTIAL PORTIONS OF THE SACRAMENTS OF GOD. HE, TOO, BAPTIZES SOME--THAT IS, HIS OWN BELIEVERS AND FAITHFUL FOLLOWERS; HE PROMISES THE PUTTING AWAY OF SINS BY A LAYER (OF HIS OWN); AND IF MY MEMORY STILL SERVES ME, MITHRA THERE, (IN THE KINGDOM OF SATAN,) SETS HIS MARKS ON THE FOREHEADS OF HIS SOLDIERS; CELEBRATES ALSO THE OBLATION OF BREAD, AND INTRODUCES AN IMAGE OF A RESURRECTION, AND BEFORE A SWORD WREATHES A CROWN. WHAT ALSO MUST WE SAY TO (SATAN'S) LIMITING HIS CHIEF PRIEST TO A SINGLE MARRIAGE? HE, TOO, HAS HIS VIRGINS; HE, TOO, HAS HIS PROFICIENCY IN CONTINENCE. SUPPOSE NOW WE REVOLVE IN OUR MINDS THE SUPERSTITIONS OF NUMA POMPILIUS, AND CONSIDER HIS PRIESTLY OFFICES AND BADGES AND PRIVILEGES, HIS SACRIFICIAL SERVICES, TOO, AND THE INSTRUMENTS AND VESSELS OF THE SACRIFICES THEMSELVES, AND THE CURIOUS RITES OF HIS EXPIATIONS AND VOWS: IS IT NOT CLEAR TO US THAT THE DEVIL IMITATED THE WELL-KNOWN MOROSENESS OF THE JEWISH LAW? SINCE, THEREFORE HE HAS SHOWN SUCH EMULATION IN HIS GREAT AIM OF EXPRESSING, IN THE CONCERNS OF HIS IDOLATRY, THOSE VERY THINGS OF WHICH CONSISTS THE ADMINISTRATION OF CHRIST'S SACRAMENTS, IT FOLLOWS, OF COURSE, THAT THE SAME BEING, POSSESSING STILL THE SAME GENIUS, BOTH SET HIS HEART UPON, AND SUCCEEDED IN, ADAPTING TO HIS PROFANE AND RIVAL CREED THE VERY DOCUMENTS OF DIVINE THINGS AND OF THE CHRISTIAN SAINTS--HIS INTERPRETATION FROM THEIR INTERPRETATIONS, HIS WORDS FROM THEIR WORDS, HIS PARABLES FROM THEIR PARABLES. FOR THIS REASON, THEN, NO ONE OUGHT TO DOUBT, EITHER THAT "SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESSES," FROM WHICH ALSO HERESIES COME, HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED BY THE DEVIL, OR THAT THERE IS ANY REAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HERESIES AND IDOLATRY, SEEING THAT THEY APPERTAIN BOTH TO THE SAME AUTHOR AND THE SAME WORK THAT IDOLATRY DOES. THEY EITHER PRETEND THAT THERE IS ANOTHER GOD IN OPPOSITION TO THE CREATOR, OR, EVEN IF THEY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE CREATOR IS THE ONE ONLY GOD, THEY TREAT OF HIM AS A DIFFERENT BEING FROM WHAT HE IS IN TRUTH. THE CONSEQUENCE IS, THAT EVERY LIE WHICH THEY SPEAK OF GOD IS IN A CERTAIN SENSE A SORT OF IDOLATRY 
CHAP. XLI.--THE CONDUCT OF HERETICS: ITS FRIVOLITY, WORLDLINESS, AND IRREGULARITY. THE NOTORIOUS WANTONNESS OF THEIR WOMEN. 
I MUST NOT OMIT AN ACCOUNT OF THE CONDUCT ALSO OF THE HERETICS--HOW FRIVOLOUS IT IS, HOW WORLDLY, HOW MERELY HUMAN, WITHOUT SERIOUSNESS, WITHOUT AUTHORITY, WITHOUT DISCIPLINE, AS SUITS THEIR CREED. TO BEGIN WITH, IT IS DOUBTFUL WHO IS A CATECHUMEN, AND WHO A BELIEVER; THEY HAVE ALL ACCESS ALIKE, THEY HEAR ALIKE, THEY PRAY ALIKE--EVEN HEATHENS, IF ANY SUCH HAPPEN TO COME AMONG THEM. "THAT WHICH IS HOLY THEY WILL CAST TO THE DOGS, AND THEIR PEARLS," ALTHOUGH (TO BE SURE) THEY ARE NOT REAL ONES, "THEY WILL FLING TO THE SWINE." SIMPLICITY THEY WILL HAVE TO CONSIST IN THE OVERTHROW OF DISCIPLINE, ATTENTION TO WHICH ON OUR PART THEY CALL BROTHERLY. PEACE ALSO THEY HUDDLE UP ANYHOW WITH ALL COMERS; FOR IT MATTERS NOT TO THEM, HOWEVER DIFFERENT BE THEIR TREATMENT OF SUBJECTS, PROVIDED ONLY THEY CAN CONSPIRE TOGETHER TO STORM THE CITADEL OF THE ONE ONLY TRUTH. ALL ARE PUFFED UP, ALL OFFER YOU KNOWLEDGE. THEIR CATECHUMENS ARE PERFECT BEFORE THEY ARE FULL-TAUGHT. THE VERY WOMEN OF THESE HERETICS, HOW WANTON THEY ARE! FOR THEY ARE BOLD ENOUGH TO TEACH, TO DISPUTE, TO ENACT EXORCISMS, TO UNDERTAKE CURES--IT MAY BE EVEN TO BAPTIZE. THEIR ORDINATIONS, ARE CARELESSLY. ADMINISTERED, CAPRICIOUS, CHANGEABLE. AT ONE TIME THEY PUT NOVICES IN OFFICE; AT ANOTHER TIME, MEN WHO ARE BOUND TO SOME SECULAR EMPLOYMENT; AT ANOTHER, PERSONS WHO HAVE APOSTATIZED FROM US, TO BIND THEM BY VAINGLORY, SINCE THEY CANNOT BY THE TRUTH. NOWHERE IS PROMOTION EASIER THAN IN THE CAMP OF REBELS, WHERE THE MERE FACT OF BEING THERE IS A FOREMOST SERVICE. AND SO IT COMES TO PASS THAT TO-DAY ONE MAN IS THEIR BISHOP, TO-MORROW ANOTHER; TO-DAY HE IS A DEACON WHO TO-MORROW IS A READER; TO-DAY HE IS A PRESBYTER WHO TOMORROW IS A LAYMAN. FOR EVEN ON LAYMEN DO THEY IMPOSE THE FUNCTIONS OF PRIESTHOOD. 
CHAP. XLII.--HERETICS WORK TO PULL DOWN AND TO DESTROY, NOT TO EDIFY AND ELEVATE. HERETICS DO NOT ADHERE EVEN TO THEIR OWN TRADITIONS, BUT HARBOUR DISSENT EVEN FROM THEIR OWN FOUNDERS. 
BUT WHAT SHALL I SAY CONCERNING THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD, SINCE THEY MAKE IT THEIR BUSINESS NOT TO CONVERT THE HEATHEN, BUT TO SUBVERT OUR PEOPLE? THIS IS RATHER THE GLORY WHICH THEY CATCH AT, TO COMPASS THE FALL OF THOSE WHO STAND, NOT THE RAISING OF THOSE WHO ARE DOWN. ACCORDINGLY, SINCE THE VERY WORK WHICH THEY PURPOSE TO THEMSELVES COMES NOT FROM THE BUILDING UP OF THEIR OWN SOCIETY, BUT FROM THE DEMOLITION OF THE TRUTH, THEY UNDERMINE OUR EDIFICES, THAT THEY MAY ERECT THEIR OWN. ONLY DEPRIVE THEM OF THE LAW OF MOSES, AND THE PROPHETS, AND THE DIVINITY OF THE CREATOR, AND THEY HAVE NOT ANOTHER OBJECTION TO TALK ABOUT. THE CONSEQUENCE IS, THAT THEY MORE EASILY ACCOMPLISH THE RUIN OF STANDING HOUSES THAN THE ERECTION OF FALLEN RUINS. IT IS ONLY WHEN THEY HAVE SUCH OBJECTS IN VIEW THAT THEY SHOW THEMSELVES HUMBLE AND BLAND AND RESPECTFUL. OTHERWISE THEY KNOW NO RESPECT EVEN FOR THEIR OWN LEADERS. HENCE IT IS [SUPPOSED] THAT SCHISMS SELDOM HAPPEN AMONG HERETICS, BECAUSE, EVEN WHEN THEY EXIST, THEY ARE NOT OBVIOUS. THEIR VERY UNITY, HOWEVER, IS SCHISM. I AM GREATLY IN ERROR IF THEY DO NOT AMONGST THEMSELVES SWERVE EVEN FROM THEIR OWN REGULATIONS, FORASMUCH AS EVERY MAN, JUST AS IT SUITS HIS OWN TEMPER, MODIFIES THE TRADITIONS HE HAS RECEIVED AFTER THE SAME FASHION AS THE MAN WHO HANDED THEM DOWN DID, WHEN HE MOLDED THEM ACCORDING TO HIS OWN WILL. THE PROGRESS OF THE MATTER IS AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT AT ONCE OF ITS CHARACTER AND OF THE MANNER OF ITS BIRTH. THAT WAS ALLOWABLE TO THE VALENTINIANS WHICH HAD BEEN ALLOWED TO VALENTINUS; THAT WAS ALSO FAIR FOR THE MARCIONITES WHICH HAD BEEN DONE BY MARCION--EVEN TO INNOVATE ON THE FAITH, AS WAS AGREEABLE TO THEIR OWN PLEASURE. IN SHORT, ALL HERESIES, WHEN THOROUGHLY LOOKED INTO, ARE DETECTED HARBORING DISSENT IN MANY PARTICULARS EVEN FROM THEIR OWN FOUNDERS. THE MAJORITY OF THEM HAVE NOT EVEN CHURCHES. MOTHERLESS, HOUSELESS, CREEDLESS, OUTCASTS, THEY WANDER ABOUT IN THEIR OWN ESSENTIAL WORTHLESSNESS. 
CHAP. XLIII.--LOOSE COMPANY PREFERRED BY HERETICS. UNGODLINESS THE EFFECT OF THEIR TEACHING THE VERY OPPOSITE OF CATHOLIC TRUTH, WHICH PROMOTES THE FEAR OF GOD, BOTH IN RELIGIOUS ORDINANCES AND PRACTICAL LIFE. 
IT HAS ALSO BEEN A SUBJECT OF REMARK, HOW EXTREMELY FREQUENT IS THE INTERCOURSE WHICH HERETICS HOLD WITH MAGICIANS, WITH MOUNTEBANKS, WITH ASTROLOGERS, WITH PHILOSOPHERS; AND THE REASON IS, THAT THEY ARE MEN WHO DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO CURIOUS QUESTIONS. "SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND," IS EVERYWHERE IN THEIR MINDS. THUS, FROM THE VERY NATURE OF THEIR CONDUCT, MAY BE ESTIMATED THE QUALITY OF THEIR FAITH. IN THEIR DISCIPLINE WE HAVE AN INDEX OF THEIR DOCTRINE. THEY SAY THAT GOD IS NOT TO BE FEARED; THEREFORE, ALL THINGS ARE IN THEIR VIEW FREE AND UNCHECKED. WHERE, HOWEVER IS GOD NOT FEARED, EXCEPT WHERE HE IS NOT? WHERE GOD IS NOT, THERE TRUTH ALSO IS NOT. WHERE THERE IS NO TRUTH, THEN, NATURALLY ENOUGH, THERE IS ALSO SUCH A DISCIPLINE AS THEIRS. BUT WHERE GOD IS, THERE EXISTS "THE FEAR OF GOD, WHICH IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM." WHERE THE FEAR OF GOD IS, THERE IS SERIOUSNESS, AN HONORABLE AND YET THOUGHTFUL DILIGENCE, AS WELL AS AN ANXIOUS CAREFULNESS AND A WELL-CONSIDERED ADMISSION (TO THE SACRED MINISTRY) AND A SAFELY-GUARDED COMMUNION, AND PROMOTION AFTER GOOD SERVICE, AND A SCRUPULOUS SUBMISSION (TO AUTHORITY), AND A DEVOUT ATTENDANCE, AND A MODEST GAIT, AND A UNITED CHURCH, AND GOD IN ALL THINGS. 
CHAP. XLIV.--HERESY LOWERS RESPECT FOR CHRIST, AND DESTROYS ALL FEAR OF HIS GREAT JUDGMENT. THE TENDENCY OF HERETICAL TEACHING ON THIS SOLEMN ARTICLE OF THE FAITH. THE PRESENT TREATISE AN INTRODUCTION TO CERTAIN OTHER ANTI-HERETICAL WORKS OF OUR AUTHOR. 
THESE EVIDENCES, THEN, OF A STRICTER DISCIPLINE EXISTING AMONG US, ARE AN ADDITIONAL PROOF OF TRUTH, FROM WHICH NO MAN CAN SAFELY TURN ASIDE, WHO BEARS IN MIND THAT FUTURE JUDGMENT, WHEN "WE MUST ALL STAND BEFORE THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF CHRIST, TO RENDER AN ACCOUNT OF OUR FAITH ITSELF BEFORE ALL THINGS. WHAT, THEN, WILL THEY SAY WHO SHALL HAVE DEFILED IT, EVEN THE VIRGIN WHICH CHRIST COMMITTED TO THEM WITH THE ADULTERY OF HERETICS? I SUPPOSE THEY WILL ALLEGE THAT NO INJUNCTION WAS EVER ADDRESSED TO THEM BY HIM OR BY HIS APOSTLES CONCERNING DEPRAVED AND PERVERSE DOCTRINES ASSAILING THEM, OR ABOUT THEIR AVOIDING AND ABHORRING THE SAME. (HE AND HIS APOSTLES, PERHAPS,) WILL ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE BLAME RATHER LIES WITH THEMSELVES AND THEIR DISCIPLES, IN NOT HAVING GIVEN US PREVIOUS WARNING AND INSTRUCTION! THEY WILL, BESIDES, ADD A GOOD DEAL RESPECTING THE HIGH AUTHORITY OF EACH DOCTOR OF HERESY, HOW THAT THESE MIGHTILY STRENGTHENED BELIEF IN THEIR OWN DOCTRINE; HOW THAT THEY RAISED THE DEAD, RESTORED THE SICK, FORETOLD THE FUTURE, THAT SO THEY MIGHT DESERVEDLY BE REGARDED AS APOSTLES. AS IF THIS CAUTION WERE NOT ALSO IN THE WRITTEN RECORD: THAT MANY SHOULD COME WHO WERE TO WORK EVEN THE GREATEST MIRACLES, IN DEFENSE OF THE DECEIT OF THEIR CORRUPT PREACHING. SO, FORSOOTH, THEY WILL DESERVE TO BE FORGIVEN! IF, HOWEVER, ANY, BEING MINDFUL OF THE WRITINGS AND THE DENUNCIATIONS OF THE LORD AND THE APOSTLES, SHALL HAVE STOOD FIRM IN THE INTEGRITY OF THE FAITH, I SUPPOSE THEY WILL RUN GREAT RISK OF MISSING PARDON, WHEN THE LORD ANSWERS: I PLAINLY FOREWARNED YOU THAT THERE SHOULD BE TEACHERS OF FALSE DOCTRINE IN MY NAME, AS WELL AS THAT OF THE PROPHETS AND APOSTLES ALSO; AND TO MY OWN DISCIPLES DID I GIVE A CHARGE, THAT THEY SHOULD PREACH THE SAME THINGS TO YOU. BUT AS FOR YOU, IT WAS NOT, OF COURSE, TO BE SUPPOSED THAT YOU WOULD BELIEVE ME! I ONCE GAVE THE GOSPEL AND THE DOCTRINE OF THE SAID RULE (OF LIFE AND FAITH) TO MY APOSTLES; BUT AFTERWARDS IT WAS MY PLEASURE TO MAKE CONSIDERABLE CHANGES IN IT! I HAD PROMISED A RESURRECTION, EVEN OF THE FLESH; BUT, ON SECOND THOUGHTS, IT STRUCK ME THAT I MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO KEEP MY PROMISE! I HAD SHOWN MYSELF TO HAVE BEEN BORN OF A VIRGIN; BUT THIS SEEMED TO ME AFTERWARDS TO BE A DISCREDITABLE THING. I HAD SAID THAT HE WAS MY FATHER, WHO IS THE MAKER OF THE SUN AND THE SHOWERS; BUT ANOTHER AND BETTER FATHER HAS ADOPTED ME! I HAD FORBIDDEN YOU TO LEND AN EAR TO HERETICS; BUT IN THIS I ERRED! SUCH (BLASPHEMIES), IT IS POSSIBLE, DO ENTER THE MINDS OF THOSE WHO GO OUT OF THE RIGHT PATH, AND WHO DO NOT DEFEND THE TRUE FAITH FROM THE DANGER WHICH BESETS IT. ON THE PRESENT OCCASION, INDEED, OUR TREATISE HAS RATHER TAKEN UP A GENERAL POSITION AGAINST HERESIES, (SHOWING THAT THEY MUST) ALL BE REFUTED ON DEFINITE, EQUITABLE, AND NECESSARY RULES, WITHOUT ANY COMPARISON WITH THE SCRIPTURES. FOR THE REST, IF GOD IN HIS GRACE PERMIT, WE SHALL PREPARE ANSWERS TO CERTAIN OF THESE HERESIES IN SEPARATE TREATISES. TO THOSE WHO MAY DEVOTE THEIR LEISURE IN READING THROUGH THESE (PAGES), IN THE BELIEF OF THE TRUTH, BE PEACE, AND THE GRACE OF OUR GOD JESUS CHRIST FOR EVER. 
TERTULLIAN: SCORPIACE

TERTULLIAN: SCORPIACE. ANTIDOTE FOR THE SCORPION'S STING.
CHAP. I. 
THE EARTH BRINGS FORTH, AS IF BY SUPPURATION, GREAT EVIL FROM THE DIMINUTIVE SCORPION. THE POISONS ARE AS MANY AS ARE THE KINDS OF IT, THE DISASTERS AS MANY AS ARE ALSO THE SPECIES OF IT, THE PAINS AS MANY AS ARE ALSO THE COLOURS OF IT. NICANDER WRITES THE SUBJECT OF SCORPIONS, AND DEPICTS THEM. AND YET TO SMITE WITH THE TAIL--WHICH TAIL WILL BE WHATEVER IS PROLONGED FROM THE HINDMOST PART OF THE BODY, AND SCOURGES--IS THE ONE MOVEMENT WHICH THEY ALL USE WHEN MAKING AN ASSAULT. WHEREFORE THAT SUCCESSION OF KNOTS IN THE SCORPION, WHICH IN THE INSIDE IS A THIN POISONED VEINLET, RISING UP WITH A BOW-LIKE BOUND, DRAWS TIGHT A BARBED STING AT THE END, AFTER THE MANNER OF AN ENGINE FOR SHOOTING MISSILES. FROM WHICH CIRCUMSTANCE THEY ALSO CALL AFTER THE SCORPION, THE WARLIKE IMPLEMENT WHICH, BY ITS BEING DRAWN BACK, GIVES AN IMPETUS TO THE ARROWS. THE POINT IN THEIR CASE IS ALSO A DUCT OF EXTREME MINUTENESS, TO INFLICT THE WOUND; AND WHERE IT PENETRATES, IT POURS OUT POISON. THE USUAL TIME OF DANGER IS THE SUMMER SEASON: FIERCENESS HOISTS THE SAIL WHEN THE WIND IS FROM THE SOUTH AND THE SOUTH-WEST. AMONG CURES, CERTAIN SUBSTANCES SUPPLIED BY NATURE HAVE VERY GREAT EFFICACY; MAGIC ALSO PUTS ON SOME BANDAGE; THE ART OF HEALING COUNTERACTS WITH LANCET AND CUP. FOR SOME, MAKING HASTE, TAKE ALSO BEFOREHAND A PROTECTING DRAUGHT; BUT SEXUAL INTERCOURSE DRAINS IT OFF, AND THEY ARE DRY AGAIN. WE HAVE FAITH FOR A DEFENSE, IF WE ARE NOT SMITTEN WITH DISTRUST ITSELF ALSO, IN IMMEDIATELY MAKING THE SIGN AND ADJURING, AND BESMEARING THE HEEL WITH THE BEAST. FINALLY, WE OFTEN AID IN THIS WAY EVEN THE HEATHEN, SEEING WE HAVE BEEN ENDOWED BY GOD WITH THAT POWER WHICH THE APOSTLE FIRST USED WHEN HE DESPISED THE VIPER'S BITE. WHAT, THEN, DOES THIS PEN OF YOURS OFFER, IF FAITH IS SAFE BY WHAT IT HAS OF ITS OWN? THAT IT MAY BE SAFE BY WHAT IT HAS OF ITS OWN ALSO AT OTHER TIMES, WHEN IT IS SUBJECTED TO SCORPIONS OF ITS OWN. THESE, TOO, HAVE A TROUBLESOME LITTLENESS, AND ARE OF DIFFERENT SORTS, AND ARE ARMED IN ONE MANNER, AND ARE STIRRED UP AT A DEFINITE TIME, AND THAT NOT ANOTHER THAN ONE OF BURNING HEAT. THIS AMONG CHRISTIANS IS A SEASON OF PERSECUTION. WHEN, THEREFORE, FAITH IS GREATLY AGITATED, AND THE CHURCH BURNING, AS REPRESENTED BY THE BUSH, THEN THE GNOSTICS BREAK OUT, THEN THE VALENTINIANS CREEP FORTH, THEN ALL THE OPPONENTS OF MARTYRDOM BUBBLE UP, BEING THEMSELVES ALSO HOT TO STRIKE, PENETRATE, KILL. FOR, BECAUSE THEY KNOW THAT MANY ARE ARTLESS AND ALSO INEXPERIENCED, AND WEAK MOREOVER, THAT A VERY GREAT NUMBER IN TRUTH ARE CHRISTIANS WHO VEER ABOUT WITH THE WIND AND CONFORM TO ITS MOODS, THEY PERCEIVE THAT THEY ARE NEVER TO BE APPROACHED MORE THAN WHEN FEAR HAS OPENED THE ENTRANCES TO THE SOUL, ESPECIALLY WHEN SOME DISPLAY OF FEROCITY HAS ALREADY ARRAYED WITH A CROWN THE FAITH OF MARTYRS. THEREFORE, DRAWING ALONG THE TAIL HITHERTO, THEY FIRST OF ALL APPLY IT TO THE FEELINGS, OR WHIP WITH IT AS IF ON EMPTY SPACE. INNOCENT PERSONS UNDERGO SUCH SUFFERING. SO THAT YOU MAY SUPPOSE THE SPEAKER TO BE A BROTHER OR A HEATHEN OF THE BETTER SORT. A SECT TROUBLESOME TO NOBODY SO DEALT WITH! THEN THEY PIERCE. MEN ARE PERISHING WITHOUT A REASON. FOR THAT THEY ARE PERISHING, AND WITHOUT A REASON, IS THE FIRST INSERTION. THEN THEY NOW STRIKE MORTALLY. BUT THE UNSOPHISTICATED SOULS KNOW NOT WHAT IS WRITTEN, AND WHAT MEANING IT BEARS, WHERE AND WHEN AND BEFORE WHOM WE MUST CONFESS, OR OUGHT, SAVE THAT THIS, TO DIE FOR GOD, IS, SINCE HE PRESERVES ME, NOT EVEN ARTLESSNESS, BUT FOLLY, NAY MADNESS. IF HE KILLS ME, HOW WILL IT BE HIS DUTY TO PRESERVE ME? ONCE FOR ALL CHRIST DIED FOR US, ONCE FOR ALL HE WAS SLAIN THAT WE MIGHT NOT BE SLAIN. IF HE DEMANDS THE LIKE FROM ME IN RETURN, DOES HE ALSO LOOK FOR SALVATION FROM MY DEATH BY VIOLENCE? OR DOES GOD IMPORTUNE FOR THE BLOOD OF MEN, ESPECIALLY IF HE REFUSES THAT OF BULLS AND HE-GOATS? ASSUREDLY HE HAD RATHER HAVE THE REPENTANCE THAN THE DEATH OF THE SINNER. AND HOW IS HE EAGER FOR THE DEATH OF THOSE WHO ARE NOT SINNERS? WHOM WILL NOT THESE, AND PERHAPS OTHER SUBTLE DEVICES CONTAINING HERETICAL POISONS, PIERCE EITHER FOR DOUBT IF NOT FOR DESTRUCTION, OR FOR IRRITATION IF NOT FOR DEATH? AS FOR YOU, THEREFORE, DO YOU, IF FAITH IS ON THE ALERT, SMITE ON THE SPOT THE SCORPION WITH A CURSE, SO FAR AS YOU CAN, WITH YOUR SANDAL, AND LEAVE IT DYING IN ITS OWN STUPEFACTION? BUT IF IT GLUTS THE WOUND, IT DRIVES THE POISON INWARDS, AND MAKES IT HASTEN INTO THE BOWELS; FORTHWITH ALL THE FORMER SENSES BECOME DULL, THE BLOOD OF THE MIND FREEZES, THE FLESH OF THE SPIRIT PINES AWAY, LOATHING FOR THE CHRISTIAN NAME IS ACCOMPANIED BY A SENSE OF SOURNESS. ALREADY THE UNDERSTANDING ALSO SEEKS FOR ITSELF A PLACE WHERE IT MAY THROW UP; AND THUS, ONCE FOR ALL, THE WEAKNESS WITH WHICH IT HAS BEEN SMITTEN BREATHES OUT WOUNDED FAITH EITHER IN HERESY OR IN HEATHENISM. AND NOW THE PRESENT STATE OF MATTERS IS SUCH, THAT WE ARE IN THE MIDST OF AN INTENSE HEAT, THE VERY DOG-STAR OF PERSECUTION, A STATE ORIGINATING DOUBTLESS WITH THE DOG-HEADED ONE HIMSELF. OF SOME CHRISTIANS THE FIRE, OF OTHERS THE SWORD, OF OTHERS THE BEASTS, HAVE MADE TRIAL; OTHERS ARE HUNGERING IN PRISON FOR THE MARTYRDOMS OF WHICH THEY HAVE HAD A TASTE IN THE MEANTIME BY BEING SUBJECTED TO CLUBS AND CLAWS BESIDES. WE OURSELVES, HAVING BEEN APPOINTED FOR PURSUIT, ARE LIKE HARES BEING HEMMED IN FROM A DISTANCE; AND HERETICS GO ABOUT ACCORDING TO THEIR WONT. THEREFORE, THE STATE OF THE TIMES HAS PROMPTED ME TO PREPARE BY MY PEN, IN OPPOSITION TO THE LITTLE BEASTS WHICH TROUBLE OUR SECT, OUR ANTIDOTE AGAINST POISON, THAT I MAY THEREBY EFFECT CURES. YOU WHO READ WILL AT THE SAME TIME DRINK. NOR IS THE DRAUGHT BITTER. IF THE UTTERANCES OF THE LORD ARE SWEETER THAN HONEY AND THE HONEYCOMBS, THE JUICES ARE FROM THAT SOURCE. IF THE PROMISE OF GOD FLOWS WITH MILK AND HONEY, THE INGREDIENTS WHICH GO TO MAKE THAT DRAUGHT HAVE THE SMACK OF THIS. "BUT WOE TO THEM WHO TURN SWEET INTO BITTER, AND LIGHT INTO DARKNESS." FOR, IN LIKE MANNER, THEY ALSO WHO OPPOSE MARTYRDOMS, REPRESENTING SALVATION TO BE DESTRUCTION, TRANSMUTE SWEET INTO BITTER, AS WELL AS LIGHT INTO DARKNESS; AND THUS, BY PREFERRING THIS VERY WRETCHED LIFE TO THAT MOST BLESSED ONE, THEY PUT BITTER FOR SWEET, AS WELL AS DARKNESS FOR LIGHT. 
CHAP. II. 
BUT NOT YET ABOUT THE GOOD TO BE GOT FROM MARTYRDOM MUST WE LEARN, WITHOUT OUR HAVING FIRST HEARD ABOUT THE DUTY OF SUFFERING IT; NOR MUST WE LEARN THE USEFULNESS OF IT, BEFORE WE HAVE HEARD ABOUT THE NECESSITY FOR IT. THE (QUESTION OF THE) DIVINE WARRANT GOES FIRST--WHETHER GOD HAS WILLED AND ALSO COMMANDED OUGHT OF THE KIND, SO THAT THEY WHO ASSERT THAT IT IS NOT GOOD ARE NOT PLIED WITH ARGUMENTS FOR THINKING IT PROFITABLE SAVE WHEN THEY HAVE BEEN SUBDUED. IT IS PROPER THAT HERETICS BE DRIVEN TO DUTY, NOT ENTICED. OBSTINACY MUST BE CONQUERED, NOT COAXED. AND, CERTAINLY, THAT WILL BE PRONOUNCED BEFOREHAND QUITE GOOD ENOUGH, WHICH WILL BE SHOWN TO HAVE BEEN INSTITUTED AND ALSO ENJOINED BY GOD. LET THE GOSPELS WAIT A LITTLE, WHILE I SET FORTH THEIR ROOT THE LAW, WHILE I ASCERTAIN THE WILL OF GOD FROM THOSE WRITINGS FROM WHICH I RECALL TO MIND HIMSELF ALSO: "I AM," SAYS HE, "GOD, THY GOD, WHO HAVE BROUGHT THEE OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT. THOU SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GODS BESIDES ME. THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO THEE A LIKENESS OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE IN HEAVEN, AND WHICH ARE IN THE EARTH BENEATH, AND WHICH ARE IN THE SEA UNDER THE EARTH. THOU SHALT NOT WORSHIP THEM, NOR SERVE THEM. FOR I AM THE LORD THY GOD." LIKEWISE, IN THE SAME BOOK OF EXODUS: "YE YOURSELVES HAVE SEEN THAT I HAVE TALKED WITH YOU FROM HEAVEN. YE SHALL NOT MAKE UNTO YOU GODS OF SILVER, NEITHER SHALL YE MAKE UNTO YOU GODS OF GOLD." TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT ALSO, IN DEUTERONOMY: "HEAR, O ISRAEL; THE LORD THY GOD IS ONE: AND THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART AND ALL THY MIGHT, AND WITH ALL THY SOUL." AND AGAIN: "NEITHER DO THOU FORGET THE LORD THY GOD, WHO BROUGHT THEE FORTH FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT, OUT OF THE HOUSE OF BONDAGE. THOU SHALT FEAR THE LORD THY GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY, AND CLEAVE TO HIM, AND SWEAR BY HIS NAME. YE SHALL NOT GO AFTER STRANGE GODS, AND THE GODS OF THE NATIONS WHICH ARE ROUND ABOUT YOU, BECAUSE THE LORD THY GOD IS ALSO A JEALOUS GOD AMONG YOU, AND LEST HIS ANGER SHOULD BE KINDLED AGAINST THEE, AND DESTROY THEE FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH." BUT SETTING BEFORE THEM BLESSINGS AND CURSES, HE ALSO SAYS: "BLESSINGS SHALL BE YOURS, IF YE OBEY THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD YOUR GOD, WHATSOEVER I COMMAND YOU THIS DAY, AND DO NOT WANDER FROM THE WAY WHICH I HAVE COMMANDED YOU, TO GO AND SERVE OTHER GODS WHOM YE KNOW NOT." AND AS TO ROOTING THEM OUT IN EVERY WAY: "YE SHALL UTTERLY DESTROY ALL THE PLACES WHEREIN THE NATIONS, WHICH YE SHALL POSSESS BY INHERITANCE, SERVED THEIR GODS, UPON MOUNTAINS AND HILLS, AND UNDER SHADY TREES. YE SHALL OVERTHROW ALL THEIR ALTARS, YE SHALL OVERTURN AND BREAK IN PIECES THEIR PILLARS, AND CUT DOWN THEIR GROVES, AND BURN WITH FIRE THE GRAVEN IMAGES OF THE GODS THEMSELVES, AND DESTROY THE NAMES OF THEM OUT OF THAT PLACE." HE FURTHER URGES, WHEN THEY (THE ISRAELITES) HAD ENTERED THE LAND OF PROMISE, AND DRIVEN OUT ITS NATIONS: "TAKE HEED TO THY SELF, THAT THOU DO NOT FOLLOW THEM AFTER THEY BE DRIVEN OUT FROM BEFORE THEE, THAT THOU DO NOT INQUIRE AFTER THEIR GODS, SAYING, AS THE NATIONS SERVE THEIR GODS, SO LET ME DO LIKEWISE." BUT ALSO SAYS HE: "IF THERE ARISE AMONG YOU A PROPHET HIMSELF, OR A DREAMER OF DREAMS, AND GIVETH THEE A SIGN OR A WONDER, AND IT COME TO PASS, AND HE SAY, LET US GO AND SERVE OTHER GODS, WHOM YE KNOW NOT, DO NOT HEARKEN TO THE WORDS OF THAT PROPHET OR DREAMER, FOR THE LORD YOUR GOD PROVETH YOU, TO KNOW WHETHER YE FEAR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL. AFTER THE LORD YOUR GOD YE SHALL GO, AND FEAR HIM, AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND OBEY HIS VOICE, AND SERVE HIM, AND CLEAVE UNTO HIM. BUT THAT PROPHET OR DREAMER SHALL DIE; FOR HE HAS SPOKEN TO TURN THEE AWAY FROM THE LORD THY GOD." BUT ALSO, IN ANOTHER SECTION. "IF, HOWEVER, THY BROTHER, THE SON OF THY FATHER OR OF THY MOTHER, OR THY SON, OR THY DAUGHTER, OR THE WIFE OF THY BOSOM, OR THY FRIEND WHO IS AS THINE OWN SOUL, SOLICIT THEE, SAYING SECRETLY, LET US GO AND SERVE OTHER GODS, WHICH THOU KNOWEST NOT, NOR DID THY FATHERS, OF THE GODS OF THE NATIONS WHICH ARE ROUND ABOUT THEE, VERY NIGH UNTO THEE OR FAR OFF FROM THEE, DO NOT CONSENT TO GO WITH HIM, AND DO NOT HEARKEN TO HIM. THINE EYE SHALL NOT SPARE HIM, NEITHER SHALT THOU PITY, NEITHER SHALT THOU PRESERVE HIM; THOU SHALL CERTAINLY INFORM UPON HIM. THINE HAND SHALL BE FIRST UPON HIM TO KILL HIM, AND AFTERWARDS THE HAND OF THY PEOPLE; AND YE SHALL STONE HIM, AND HE SHALL DIE, SEEING HE HAS SOUGHT TO TURN THEE AWAY FROM THE LORD THY GOD." HE ADDS LIKEWISE CONCERNING CITIES, THAT IF IT APPEARED THAT ONE OF THESE HAD, THROUGH THE ADVICE OF UNRIGHTEOUS MEN, PASSED OVER TO OTHER GODS, ALL ITS INHABITANTS SHOULD BE SLAIN, AND EVERYTHING BELONGING TO IT BECOME ACCURSED, AND ALL THE SPOIL OF IT BE GATHERED TOGETHER INTO ALL ITS PLACES OF EGRESS, AND BE, EVEN WITH ALL THE PEOPLE, BURNED WITH FIRE IN ALL ITS STREETS IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD GOD; AND, SAYS HE, "IT SHALL NOT BE FOR DWELLING IN FOR EVER: IT SHALL NOT BE BUILT AGAIN ANY MORE, AND THERE SHALL CLEAVE TO THY HANDS NAUGHT OF ITS ACCURSED PLUNDER, THAT THE LORD MAY TURN FROM THE FIERCENESS OF HIS ANGER." HE HAS, FROM HIS ABHORRENCE OF IDOLS, FRAMED A SERIES OF CURSES TOO: "CURSED BE THE MAN WHO MAKETH A GRAVEN OR A MOLTEN IMAGE, AN ABOMINATION, THE WORK OF THE HANDS OF THE CRAFTSMAN, AND PUTTETH IT IN A SECRET PLACE." BUT IN LEVITICUS HE SAYS: "GO NOT YE AFTER IDOLS, NOR MAKE TO YOURSELVES MOLTEN GODS: I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD." AND IN OTHER PASSAGES: "THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL ARE MY HOUSEHOLD SERVANTS; THESE ARE THEY WHOM I LED FORTH FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT: I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD. YE SHALL NOT MAKE YOU IDOLS FASHIONED BY THE HAND, NEITHER REAR YOU UP A GRAVEN IMAGE. NOR SHALL YE SET UP A REMARKABLE STONE IN YOUR LAND (TO WORSHIP IT): I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD." THESE WORDS INDEED WERE FIRST SPOKEN BY THE LORD BY THE LIPS OF MOSES, BEING APPLICABLE CERTAINLY TO WHOMSOEVER THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL MAY LEAD FORTH IN LIKE MANNER FROM THE EGYPT OF A MOST SUPERSTITIOUS WORLD, AND FROM THE ABODE OF HUMAN SLAVERY. BUT FROM THE MOUTH OF EVERY PROPHET IN SUCCESSION, SOUND FORTH ALSO UTTERANCES OF THE SAME GOD, AUGMENTING THE SAME LAW OF HIS BY A RENEWAL OF THE SAME COMMANDS, AND IN THE FIRST PLACE ANNOUNCING NO OTHER DUTY IN SO SPECIAL A MANNER AS THE BEING ON GUARD AGAINST ALL MAKING AND WORSHIPPING OF IDOLS; AS WHEN BY THE MOUTH OF DAVID, HE SAYS: "THE GODS OF THE NATIONS ARE SILVER AND GOLD: THEY HAVE EYES, AND SEE NOT; THEY HAVE EARS, AND HEAR NOT; THEY HAVE A NOSE, AND SMELL NOT; A MOUTH, AND THEY SPEAK NOT; HANDS, AND THEY HANDLE NOT; FEET AND THEY WALK NOT. LIKE TO THEM SHALL BE THEY WHO MAKE THEM, AND TRUST IN THEM." 
CHAP. III. 
NOR SHOULD I THINK IT NEEDFUL TO DISCUSS WHETHER GOD PURSUES A WORTHY COURSE IN FORBIDDING HIS OWN NAME AND HONOUR TO BE GIVEN OVER TO A LIE, OR DOES SO IN NOT CONSENTING THAT SUCH AS HE HAS PLUCKED FROM THE MAZE OF FALSE RELIGION SHOULD RETURN AGAIN TO EGYPT, OR DOES SO IN NOT SUFFERING TO DEPART FROM HIM THEM WHOM HE HAS CHOSEN FOR HIMSELF. THUS THAT, TOO, WILL NOT REQUIRE TO BE TREATED BY US, WHETHER HE HAS WISHED TO BE KEPT THE RULE WHICH HE HAS CHOSEN TO APPOINT, AND WHETHER HE JUSTLY AVENGES THE ABANDONMENT OF THE RULE WHICH HE HAS WISHED TO BE KEPT; SINCE HE WOULD HAVE APPOINTED IT TO NO PURPOSE IF HE HAD NOT WISHED IT KEPT, AND WOULD HAVE TO NO PURPOSE WISHED IT KEPT IF HE HAD BEEN UNWILLING TO UPHOLD IT. MY NEXT STEP, INDEED, IS TO PUT TO THE TEST THESE APPOINTMENTS OF GOD IN OPPOSITION TO FALSE RELIGIONS, THE COMPLETELY VANQUISHED AS WELL AS ALSO THE PUNISHED, SINCE ON THESE WILL DEPEND THE ENTIRE ARGUMENT FOR MARTYRDOMS. MOSES WAS APART WITH GOD ON THE MOUNTAIN, WHEN THE PEOPLE, NOT BROOKING HIS ABSENCE, WHICH WAS SO NEEDFUL, SEEK TO MAKE GODS FOR THEMSELVES, WHICH, FOR HIS OWN PART, HE WILL PREFER TO DESTROY. AARON IS IMPORTUNED, AND COMMANDS THAT THE EARRINGS OF THEIR WOMEN BE BROUGHT TOGETHER, THAT THEY MAY BE THROWN INTO THE FIRE. FOR THE PEOPLE WERE ABOUT TO LOSE, AS A JUDGMENT UPON THEMSELVES, THE TRUE ORNAMENTS FOR THE EARS, THE WORDS OF GOD. THE WISE FIRE MAKES FOR THEM THE MOLTEN LIKENESS OF A CALF, REPROACHING THEM WITH HAVING THE HEART WHERE THEY HAVE THEIR TREASURE ALSO, IN EGYPT, TO WIT, WHICH CLOTHED WITH SACREDNESS, AMONG THE OTHER ANIMALS, A CERTAIN OX LIKEWISE. THEREFORE, THE SLAUGHTER OF THREE THOUSAND BY THEIR NEAREST RELATIVES, BECAUSE THEY HAD DISPLEASED THEIR SO VERY NEAR RELATIVE GOD, SOLEMNLY MARKED BOTH THE COMMENCEMENT AND THE DESERTS OF THE TRESPASS. ISRAEL HAVING, AS WE ARE, I TOLD IN NUMBERS, TURNED ASIDE AT SETHIM, THE PEOPLE GO TO THE DAUGHTERS OF MOAB TO GRATIFY THEIR LUST: THEY ARE ALLURED TO THE IDOLS, SO THAT THEY COMMITTED WHOREDOM WITH THE SPIRIT ALSO: FINALLY, THEY EAT OF THEIR DEFILED SACRIFICES; THEN THEY BOTH WORSHIP THE GODS OF THE NATION, AND ARE ADMIRED TO THE RITES OF BEELPHEGOR. FOR THIS LAPSE, TOO, INTO IDOLATRY, SISTER TO ADULTERY, IT TOOK THE SLAUGHTER OF TWENTY-THREE THOUSAND BY THE SWORDS OF THEIR COUNTRYMEN TO APPEASE THE DIVINE ANGER. AFTER THE DEATH OF JOSHUA, THE SON OF NAVE THEY FORSAKE THE GOD OF THEIR FATHERS, AND SERVE IDOLS, BAALIM AND ASHTAROTH; AND THE LORD IN ANGER DELIVERED THEM UP TO THE HANDS OF SPOILERS, AND THEY CONTINUED TO BE SPOILED BY THEM, AND TO BE SOLD TO THEIR ADVERSARIES, AND COULD NOT AT ALL STAND BEFORE THEIR ENEMIES. WHITHERSOEVER THEY WENT FORTH, HIS HAND WAS UPON THEM FOR EVIL, AND THEY WERE GREATLY DISTRESSED. AND AFTER THIS GOD SETS JUDGES (CRITAS), THE SAME AS OUR CENSORS, OVER THEM. BUT NOT EVEN THESE DID THEY CONTINUE STEADFASTLY TO OBEY. SO SOON AS ONE OF THE JUDGES DIED, THEY PROCEEDED TO TRANSGRESS MORE THAN THEIR FATHERS HAD DONE BY GOING AFTER THE GODS OF OTHERS, AND SERVING AND WORSHIPPING THEM. THEREFORE, THE LORD WAS ANGRY. "SINCE, INDEED," HE SAYS, "THIS NATION HAVE TRANSGRESSED MY COVENANT WHICH I ESTABLISHED WITH THEIR FATHERS, AND HAVE NOT HEARKENED TO MY VOICE, I ALSO WILL GIVE NO HEED TO REMOVE FROM BEFORE THEM A MAN OF THE NATIONS WHICH JOSHUA LEFT AT HIS DEATH." AND THUS, THROUGHOUT ALMOST ALL THE ANNALS OF THE JUDGES AND OF THE KINGS WHO SUCCEEDED THEM, WHILE THE STRENGTH OF THE SURROUNDING NATIONS WAS PRESERVED, HE METED WRATH OUT TO ISRAEL BY WAR AND CAPTIVITY AND A FOREIGN YOKE, AS OFTEN AS THEY TURNED ASIDE FROM HIM, ESPECIALLY TO IDOLATRY. 
CHAP. IV. 
IF, THEREFORE, IT IS EVIDENT THAT FROM THE BEGINNING THIS KIND OF WORSHIP HAS BOTH BEEN FORBIDDEN--WITNESS THE COMMANDS SO NUMEROUS AND WEIGHTY--AND THAT IT HAS NEVER BEEN ENGAGED IN WITHOUT PUNISHMENT FOLLOWING, AS EXAMPLES SO NUMEROUS AND IMPRESSIVE SHOW, AND THAT NO OFFENCE IS COUNTED BY GOD SO PRESUMPTUOUS AS A TRESPASS OF THIS SORT, WE OUGHT FURTHER TO PERCEIVE THE PURPORT OF BOTH THE DIVINE THREATENING’S AND THEIR FULFILMENTS, WHICH WAS EVEN THEN COMMENDED NOT ONLY BY THE NOT CALLING IN QUESTION, BUT ALSO BY THE ENDURING OF MARTYRDOMS, FOR WHICH CERTAINLY HE HAD GIVEN OCCASION BY FORBIDDING IDOLATRY. FOR OTHERWISE MARTYRDOMS WOULD NOT TAKE PLACE. AND CERTAINLY, HE HAD SUPPLIED, AS A WARRANT FOR THESE, HIS OWN AUTHORITY, WILLING THOSE EVENTS TO COME TO PASS FOR THE OCCURRENCE OF WHICH HE HAD GIVEN OCCASION. AT PRESENT (IT IS IMPORTANT), FOR WE ARE GETTING SEVERELY STUNG CONCERNING THE WILL OF GOD, AND THE SCORPION REPEATS THE PRICK, DENYING THE EXISTENCE OF THIS WILL, FINDING FAULT WITH IT, SO THAT HE EITHER INSINUATES THAT THERE IS ANOTHER GOD, SUCH THAT THIS IS NOT HIS WILL, OR NONE THE LESS OVERTHROWS OURS, SEEING SUCH IS HIS WILL, OR ALTOGETHER DENIES THIS WILL OF GOD, IF HE CANNOT DENY HIMSELF. BUT,FOR OUR PART, CONTENDING ELSEWHERE ABOUT GOD, AND ABOUT ALL THE REST OF THE BODY OF HERETICAL TEACHING, WE NOW DRAW BEFORE US DEFINITE LINES FOR ONE FORM OF ENCOUNTER, MAINTAINING THAT THIS WILL, SUCH AS TO HAVE GIVEN OCCASION FOR MARTYRDOMS, IS THAT OF NOT ANOTHER GOD THAN THE GOD OF ISRAEL, ON THE GROUND OF THE COMMANDMENTS RELATING TO AN ALWAYS FORBIDDEN, AS WELL AS OF THE JUDGMENTS UPON A PUNISHED, IDOLATRY. FOR IF THE KEEPING OF A COMMAND INVOLVES THE SUFFERING OF VIOLENCE, THIS WILL BE, SO TO SPEAK, A COMMAND ABOUT KEEPING THE COMMAND, REQUIRING ME TO SUFFER THAT THROUGH WHICH I SHALL BE ABLE TO KEEP THE COMMAND, VIOLENCE NAMELY, WHATEVER OF IT THREATENS ME WHEN ON MY GUARD AGAINST IDOLATRY. AND CERTAINLY (IN THE CASE SUPPOSED) THE AUTHOR OF THE COMMAND EXTORTS COMPLIANCE WITH IT. HE COULD NOT, THEREFORE, HAVE BEEN UNWILLING THAT THOSE EVENTS SHOULD COME TO PASS BY MEANS OF WHICH THE COMPLIANCE WILL BE MANIFEST. THE INJUNCTION IS GIVEN ME NOT TO MAKE MENTION OF ANY OTHER GOD, NOT EVEN BY SPEAKING,--AS LITTLE BY THE TONGUE AS BY THE HAND,--TO FASHION A GOD, AND NOT TO WORSHIP OR IN ANY WAY SHOW REVERENCE TO ANOTHER THAN HIM ONLY WHO THUS COMMANDS ME, WHOM I AM BOTH BID FEAR THAT I MAY NOT BE FORSAKEN BY HIM, AND LOVE WITH MY WHOLE BEING, THAT I MAY DIE FOR HIM. SERVING AS A SOLDIER UNDER THIS OATH, I AM CHALLENGED BY THE ENEMY. IF I SURRENDER TO THEM, I AM AS THEY ARE. IN MAINTAINING THIS OATH, I FIGHT FURIOUSLY IN BATTLE, AM WOUNDED, HEWN IN PIECES, SLAIN. WHO WISHED THIS FATAL ISSUE TO HIS SOLDIER, BUT HE WHO SEALED HIM BY SUCH AN OATH? 
CHAP. V. 
YOU HAVE THEREFORE THE WILL OF MY GOD. WE HAVE CURED THIS PRICK. LET US GIVE GOOD HEED TO ANOTHER THRUST TOUCHING THE CHARACTER OF HIS WILL. IT WOULD BE TEDIOUS TO SHOW THAT MY GOD IS GOOD, A TRUTH WITH WHICH THE MARCIONITES HAVE NOW BEEN MADE ACQUAINTED BY US. MEANWHILE IT IS ENOUGH THAT HE IS CALLED GOD FOR ITS BEING NECESSARY THAT HE SHOULD BE BELIEVED TO BE GOOD. FOR IF ANY ONE MAKES THE SUPPOSITION THAT GOD IS EVIL, HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO TAKE HIS STAND ON BOTH THE CONSTITUENTS THEREOF: HE WILL BE BOUND EITHER TO AFFIRM THAT HE WHOM HE HAS THOUGHT TO BE EVIL IS NOT GOD, OR THAT HE WHOM HE HAS PROCLAIMED TO BE GOD IS GOOD. GOOD, THEREFORE, WILL BE THE WILL ALSO OF HIM WHO, UNLESS HE IS GOOD, WILL NOT BE GOD. THE GOODNESS OF THE THING ITSELF ALSO WHICH GOD HAS WILLED--OF MARTYRDOM, I MEAN--WILL SHOW THIS, BECAUSE ONLY ONE WHO IS GOOD HAS WILLED WHAT IS GOOD. I STOUTLY MAINTAIN THAT MARTYRDOM IS GOOD, AS REQUIRED BY THE GOD BY WHOM LIKEWISE IDOLATRY IS FORBIDDEN AND PUNISHED. FOR MARTYRDOM STRIVES AGAINST AND OPPOSES IDOLATRY. BUT TO STRIVE AGAINST AND OPPOSE EVIL CANNOT BE OUGHT BUT GOOD. NOT AS IF I DENIED THAT THERE IS A RIVALRY IN EVIL THINGS WITH ONE ANOTHER, AS WELL AS IN GOOD ALSO; BUT THIS GROUND FOR IT REQUIRES A DIFFERENT STATE OF MATTERS. FOR MARTYRDOM CONTENDS WITH IDOLATRY, NOT FROM SOME MALICE WHICH THEY SHARE, BUT FROM ITS OWN KINDNESS; FOR IT DELIVERS FROM IDOLATRY. WHO WILL NOT PROCLAIM THAT TO BE GOOD WHICH DELIVERS FROM IDOLATRY? WHAT ELSE IS THE OPPOSITION BETWEEN IDOLATRY AND MARTYRDOM, THEN THAT BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH? LIFE WILL BE COUNTED TO BE MARTYRDOM AS MUCH AS IDOLATRY TO BE DEATH. HE WHO WILL CALL LIFE AN EVIL, HAS DEATH TO SPEAK OF AS A GOOD. THIS FROWARDNESS ALSO APPERTAINS TO MEN, TO DISCARD WHAT IS WHOLESOME, TO ACCEPT WHAT IS BALEFUL, TO AVOID ALL DANGEROUS CURES, OR, IN SHORT, TO BE EAGER TO DIE RATHER THAN TO BE HEALED. FOR THEY ARE MANY WHO FLEE FROM THE AID OF PHYSIC ALSO, MANY IN FOLLY, MANY FROM FEAR AND FALSE MODESTY. AND THE HEALING ART HAS MANIFESTLY AN APPARENT CRUELTY, BY REASON OF THE LANCET, AND OF THE BURNING IRON, AND OF THE GREAT HEAT OF THE MUSTARD; YET TO BE CUT AND BURNED, AND PULLED AND BITTEN, IS NOT ON THAT ACCOUNT AN EVIL, FOR IT OCCASIONS HELPFUL PAINS; NOR WILL IT BE REFUSED MERELY BECAUSE IT AFFLICTS, BUT BECAUSE IT AFFLICTS INEVITABLY WILL IT BE APPLIED. THE GOOD ACCRUING IS THE APOLOGY FOR THE FRIGHTFULNESS OF THE WORK. IN SHORT, THAT MAN WHO IS HOWLING AND GROANING AND BELLOWING IN THE HANDS OF A PHYSICIAN WILL PRESENTLY LOAD THE SAME HANDS WITH A FEE, AND PROCLAIM THAT THEY ARE THE BEST OPERATORS, AND NO LONGER AFFIRM THAT THEY ARE CRUEL. THUS, MARTYRDOMS ALSO RAGE FURIOUSLY, BUT FOR SALVATION. GOD ALSO WILL BE AT LIBERTY TO HEAL FOR EVERLASTING LIFE BY MEANS OF FIRES AND SWORDS, AND ALL THAT IS PAINFUL. BUT YOU WILL ADMIRE THE PHYSICIAN AT LEAST EVEN IN THAT RESPECT, THAT FOR THE MOST PART HE EMPLOYS LIKE PROPERTIES IN THE CURES TO COUNTERACT THE PROPERTIES OF THE DISEASES, WHEN HE AIDS, AS IT WERE, THE WRONG WAY, SUCCORING BY MEANS OF THOSE THINGS TO WHICH THE AFFLICTION IS OWING. FOR HE BOTH CHECKS HEAT BY HEAT, BY LAYING ON A GREATER LOAD; AND SUBDUES INFLAMMATION BY LEAVING THIRST UNAPPEASED, BY TORMENTING RATHER; AND CONTRACTS THE SUPERABUNDANCE OF BILE BY EVERY BITTER LITTLE DRAUGHT, AND STOPS HEMORRHAGE BY OPENING A VEINLET IN ADDITION. BUT YOU WILL THINK THAT GOD MUST BE FOUND FAULT WITH, AND THAT FOR BEING JEALOUS, IF HE HAS CHOSEN TO CONTEND WITH A DISEASE AND TO DO GOOD BY IMITATING THE MALADY, TO DESTROY DEATH BY DEATH, TO DISSIPATE KILLING BY KILLING, TO DISPEL TORTURES BY TORTURES, TO DISPERSE PUNISHMENTS BY PUNISHMENTS, TO BESTOW LIFE BY WITHDRAWING IT, TO AID THE FLESH BY INJURING IT, TO PRESERVE THE SOUL BY SNATCHING IT AWAY. THE WRONGHEADEDNESS, AS YOU DEEM IT TO BE, IS REASONABLENESS; WHAT YOU COUNT CRUELTY IS KINDNESS. THUS, SEEING GOD BY BRIEF (SUFFERINGS) EFFECTS CURES FOR ETERNITY, EXTOL YOUR GOD FOR YOUR PROSPERITY; YOU HAVE FALLEN INTO HIS HANDS, BUT HAVE HAPPILY FALLEN. HE ALSO FELL INTO YOUR SICKNESSES. MAN, ALWAYS FIRST PROVIDES EMPLOYMENT FOR THE PHYSICIAN; IN SHORT, HE HAS BROUGHT UPON HIMSELF THE DANGER OF DEATH. HE HAD RECEIVED FROM HIS OWN LORD, AS FROM A PHYSICIAN, THE SALUTARY ENOUGH RULE TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE LAW, THAT HE SHOULD EAT OF ALL INDEED (THAT THE GARDEN PRODUCED) AND SHOULD REFRAIN FROM ONLY ONE LITTLE TREE WHICH IN THE MEANTIME THE PHYSICIAN HIMSELF KNEW AS A PERILOUS ONE. HE GAVE EAR TO HIM WHOM HE PREFERRED, AND BROKE THROUGH SELF-RESTRAINT. HE ATE WHAT WAS FORBIDDEN, AND, SURFEITED BY THE TRESPASS, SUFFERED INDIGESTION TENDING TO DEATH; HE CERTAINLY RICHLY DESERVING TO LOSE HIS LIFE ALTOGETHER WHO WISHED TO DO SO. BUT THE INFLAMED TUMOR DUE TO THE TRESPASS HAVING BEEN ENDURED UNTIL IN DUE TIME THE MEDICINE MIGHT BE MIXED, THE LORD GRADUALLY PREPARED THE MEANS OF HEALING--ALL THE RULES OF FAITH, THEY ALSO BEARING A RESEMBLANCE TO (THE CAUSES OF) THE AILMENT, SEEING THEY ANNUL THE WORD OF DEATH BY THE WORD OF LIFE, AND DIMINISH THE TRESPASS-LISTENING BY A LISTENING OF ALLEGIANCE. THUS, EVEN WHEN THAT PHYSICIAN COMMANDS ONE TO DIE, HE DRIVES OUT THE LETHARGY OF DEATH. WHY DOES MAN SHOW RELUCTANCE TO SUFFER NOW FROM A CURE, WHAT HE WAS NOT RELUCTANT THEN TO SUFFER FROM A DISORDER? DOES HE DISLIKE BEING KILLED FOR SALVATION, WHO DID NOT DISLIKE BEING KILLED FOR DESTRUCTION? WILL HE FEEL SQUEAMISH WITH REFERENCE TO THE COUNTER POISON, WHO GAPED FOR THE POISON? 
CHAP. VI. 
BUT IF, FOR THE CONTEST'S SAKE, GOD HAD APPOINTED MARTYRDOM’S FOR US, THAT THEREBY WE MIGHT MAKE TRIAL WITH OUR OPPONENT, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY NOW KEEP BRUISING HIM BY WHOM MAN CHOSE TO BE BRUISED, HERE TOO GENEROSITY RATHER THAN HARSHNESS IN GOD HOLDS SWAY. FOR HE WISHED TO MAKE MAN, NOW PLUCKED FROM THE DEVIL'S THROAT BY FAITH, TRAMPLE UPON HIM LIKEWISE BY COURAGE, THAT HE MIGHT NOT MERELY HAVE ESCAPED FROM, BUT ALSO COMPLETELY VANQUISHED, HIS ENEMY. HE WHO HAD CALLED TO SALVATION HAS BEEN PLEASED TO SUMMON TO GLORY ALSO, THAT THEY WHO WERE REJOICING IN CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR DELIVERANCE MAY BE IN TRANSPORTS WHEN THEY ARE CROWNED LIKEWISE. WITH WHAT GOOD-WILL THE WORLD CELEBRATES THOSE GAMES, THE COMBATIVE FESTIVALS AND SUPERSTITIOUS CONTESTS OF THE GREEKS, INVOLVING FORMS BOTH OF WORSHIP AND OF PLEASURE, HAS NOW BECOME CLEAR IN AFRICA ALSO. AS YET CITIES, BY SENDING THEIR CONGRATULATIONS SEVERALLY, ANNOY CARTHAGE, WHICH WAS PRESENTED WITH THE PYTHIAN GAME AFTER THE RACECOURSE HAD ATTAINED TO AN OLD AGE. THUS, BY THE WORLD IT HAS BEEN BELIEVED TO BE A MOST PROPER MODE OF TESTING PROFICIENCY IN STUDIES, TO PUT IN COMPETITION THE FORMS OF SKILL, TO ELICIT THE EXISTING CONDITION OF BODIES AND OF VOICES, THE REWARD BEING THE INFORMER, THE PUBLIC EXHIBITION THE JUDGE, AND PLEASURE THE DECISION. WHERE THERE ARE MERE CONTESTS, THERE ARE SOME WOUNDS: FISTS MAKE REEL, HEELS KICK LIKE BUTTING RAMS, BOXING-GLOVES MANGLE, WHIPS LEAVE GASHES. YET THERE WILL BE NO ONE REPROACHING THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE CONTEST FOR EXPOSING MEN TO OUTRAGE. SUITS FOR INJURIES LIE OUTSIDE THE RACECOURSE. BUT TO THE EXTENT THAT THOSE PERSONS DEAL IN DISCOLORATION, AND GORE, AND SWELLINGS, HE WILL DESIGN FOR THEM CROWNS, DOUBTLESS, AND GLORY, AND A PRESENT, POLITICAL PRIVILEGES, CONTRIBUTIONS BY THE CITIZENS, IMAGES, STATUES, AND--OF SUCH SORT AS THE WORLD CAN GIVE--AN ETERNITY OF FAME, A RESURRECTION BY BEING KEPT IN REMEMBRANCE. THE PUGILIST HIMSELF DOES NOT COMPLAIN OF FEELING PAIN, FOR HE WISHES IT; THE CROWN CLOSES THE WOUNDS, THE PALM HIDES THE BLOOD: HE IS EXCITED MORE BY VICTORY THAN BY INJURY. WILL YOU COUNT THIS MAN HURT WHOM YOU SEE HAPPY? BUT NOT EVEN THE VANQUISHED HIMSELF WILL REPROACH THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE CONTEST FOR HIS MISFORTUNE. SHALL IT BE UNBECOMING IN GOD TO BRING FORTH KINDS OF SKILL AND RULES OF HIS OWN INTO PUBLIC VIEW, INTO THIS OPEN GROUND OF THE WORLD, TO BE SEEN BY MEN, AND ANGELS, AND ALL POWERS?--TO TEST FLESH AND SPIRIT AS TO STEADFASTNESS AND ENDURANCE?--TO GIVE TO THIS ONE THE PALM, TO THIS ONE DISTINCTION, TO THAT ONE THE PRIVILEGE OF CITIZENSHIP, TO THAT ONE PAY?--TO REJECT SOME ALSO, AND AFTER PUNISHING TO REMOVE THEM WITH DISGRACE? YOU DICTATE TO GOD, FORSOOTH, THE TIMES, OR THE WAYS, OR THE PLACES IN WHICH TO INSTITUTE A TRIAL CONCERNING HIS OWN TROOP (OF COMPETITORS) AS IF IT WERE NOT PROPER FOR THE JUDGE TO PRONOUNCE THE PRELIMINARY DECISION ALSO. WELL NOW, IF HE HAD PUT FORTH FAITH TO SUFFER MARTYRDOMS NOT FOR THE CONTEST'S SAKE, BUT FOR ITS OWN BENEFIT, OUGHT IT NOT TO HAVE HAD SOME STORE OF HOPE, FOR THE INCREASE OF WHICH IT MIGHT RESTRAIN DESIRE OF ITS OWN, AND CHECK ITS WISH IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT STRIVE TO MOUNT UP, SEEING THEY ALSO WHO DISCHARGE EARTHLY FUNCTIONS ARE EAGER FOR PROMOTION? OR HOW WILL THERE BE MANY MANSIONS IN OUR FATHER'S HOUSE, IF NOT TO ACCORD WITH A DIVERSITY OF DESERTS? HOW WILL ONE STAR ALSO DIFFER FROM ANOTHER STAR IN GLORY, UNLESS IN VIRTUE OF DISPARITY IN THEIR RAYS? BUT FURTHER, IF, ON THAT ACCOUNT, SOME INCREASE OF BRIGHTNESS ALSO WAS APPROPRIATE TO LOFTINESS OF FAITH, THAT GAIN OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN OF SOME SUCH SORT AS WOULD COST GREAT EFFORT, POIGNANT SUFFERING, TORTURE, DEATH. BUT CONSIDER THE REQUITAL, WHEN FLESH AND LIFE ARE PAID AWAY--THAN WHICH IN MAN THERE IS NAUGHT MORE PRECIOUS, THE ONE FROM THE HAND OF GOD, THE OTHER FROM HIS BREATH--THAT THE VERY THINGS ARE PAID AWAY IN OBTAINING THE BENEFIT OF WHICH THE BENEFIT CONSISTS; THAT THE VERY THINGS ARE EXPENDED WHICH MAY BE ACQUIRED; THAT THE SAME THINGS ARE THE PRICE WHICH ARE ALSO THE COMMODITIES. GOD HAD FORESEEN ALSO OTHER WEAKNESSES INCIDENT TO THE CONDITION OF MAN,--THE STRATAGEMS OF THE ENEMY, THE DECEPTIVE ASPECTS OF THE CREATURES, THE SNARES OF THE WORLD; THAT FAITH, EVEN AFTER BAPTISM, WOULD BE ENDANGERED; THAT THE MOST, AFTER ATTAINING UNTO SALVATION, WOULD BE LOST AGAIN, THROUGH SOILING THE WEDDING-DRESS, THROUGH FAILING TO PROVIDE OIL FOR THEIR TORCHLETS--WOULD BE SUCH AS WOULD HAVE TO BE SOUGHT FOR OVER MOUNTAINS AND WOODLANDS, AND CARRIED BACK UPON THE SHOULDERS. HE THEREFORE APPOINTED AS SECOND SUPPLIES OF COMFORT, AND THE LAST MEANS OF SUCCOR, THE FIGHT OF MARTYRDOM AND THE BAPTISM--THEREAFTER FREE FROM DANGER--OF BLOOD. AND CONCERNING THE HAPPINESS OF THE MAN WHO HAS PARTAKEN OF THESE, DAVID SAYS: "BLESSED ARE THEY WHOSE INIQUITIES ARE FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS ARE COVERED. BLESSED IS THE MAN TO WHOM THE LORD WILL NOT IMPUTE SIN." FOR, STRICTLY SPEAKING, THERE CANNOT ANY LONGER BE RECKONED OUGHT AGAINST THE MARTYRS, BY WHOM IN THE BAPTISM (OF BLOOD) LIFE ITSELF IS LAID DOWN. THUS, "LOVE COVERS THE MULTITUDE OF SINS;" AND LOVING GOD, TO WIT, WITH ALL ITS STRENGTH (BY WHICH IN THE ENDURANCE OF MARTYRDOM IT MAINTAINS THE FIGHT), WITH ALL ITS LIFE (WHICH IT LAYS DOWN FOR GOD), IT MAKES OF MAN A MARTYR. SHALL YOU CALL THESE CURES, COUNSELS, METHODS OF JUDGING, SPECTACLES, (ILLUSTRATIONS OF) EVEN THE BARBARITY OF GOD? DOES GOD COVET MAN'S BLOOD? AND YET I MIGHT VENTURE TO AFFIRM THAT HE DOES, IF MAN ALSO COVETS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, IF MAN COVETS A SURE SALVATION, IF MAN ALSO COVETS A SECOND NEW BIRTH. THE EXCHANGE IS DISPLEASING TO NO ONE, WHICH CAN PLEAD, IN JUSTIFICATION OF ITSELF, THAT EITHER BENEFIT OR INJURY IS SHARED BY THE PARTIES MAKING IT. 
CHAP. VII. 
IF THE SCORPION, SWINGING HIS TAIL IN THE AIR, STILL REPROACH US WITH HAVING A MURDERER FOR OUR GOD, I SHALL SHUDDER AT THE ALTOGETHER FOUL BREATH OF BLASPHEMY WHICH COMES STINKING FROM HIS HERETICAL MOUTH; BUT I WILL EMBRACE EVEN SUCH A GOD, WITH ASSURANCE DERIVED FROM REASON, BY WHICH REASON EVEN HE HIMSELF HAS, IN THE PERSON OF HIS OWN WISDOM, BY THE LIPS OF SOLOMON, PROCLAIMED HIMSELF TO BE MORE THAN A MURDERER: WISDOM (SOPHIA), SAYS HE HAS SLAIN HER OWN CHILDREN. SOPHIA IS WISDOM. SHE HAS CERTAINLY SLAIN THEM WISELY IF ONLY INTO LIFE, AND REASONABLY IF ONLY INTO GLORY. OF MURDER BY A PARENT, OH THE CLEVER FORM! OH, THE DEXTERITY OF CRIME! OH, THE PROOF OF CRUELTY, WHICH HAS SLAIN FOR THIS REASON, THAT HE WHOM IT MAY HAVE SLAIN MAY NOT DIE! AND THEREFORE, WHAT FOLLOWS? WISDOM IS PRAISED IN HYMNS, IN THE PLACES OF EGRESS; FOR THE DEATH OF MARTYRS ALSO IS PRAISED IN SONG. WISDOM BEHAVES WITH FIRMNESS IN THE STREETS, FOR WITH GOOD RESULTS DOES SHE MURDER HER OWN SONS. NAY, ON THE TOP OF THE WALLS SHE SPEAKS WITH ASSURANCE, WHEN INDEED, ACCORDING TO ESAIAS, THIS ONE CALLS OUT, "I AM GOD'S;" AND THIS ONE SHOUTS, "IN THE NAME OF JACOB;" AND ANOTHER WRITES, "IN THE NAME OF ISRAEL." O GOOD MOTHER! I MYSELF ALSO WISH TO BE PUT AMONG THE NUMBER OF HER SONS, THAT I MAY BE SLAIN BY HER; I WISH TO BE SLAIN, THAT I MAY BECOME A SON. BUT DOES SHE MERELY MURDER HER SONS, OR ALSO TORTURE THEM? FOR I HEAR GOD ALSO, IN ANOTHER PASSAGE, SAY, "I WILL BURN THEM AS GOLD IS BURNED, AND WILL TRY THEM AS SILVER IS TRIED." CERTAINLY, BY THE MEANS OF TORTURE WHICH FIRES AND PUNISHMENTS SUPPLY, BY THE TESTING MARTYRDOMS OF FAITH. THE APOSTLE ALSO KNOWS WHAT KIND OF GOD HE HAS ASCRIBED TO US, WHEN HE WRITES: "IF GOD SPARED NOT HIS OWN SON, BUT GAVE HIM UP FOR US, HOW DID HE NOT WITH HIM ALSO GIVE US ALL THINGS?" YOU SEE HOW DIVINE WISDOM HAS MURDERED EVEN HER OWN PROPER, FIRST-BORN AND ONLY SON, WHO IS CERTAINLY ABOUT TO LIVE, NAY, TO BRING BACK THE OTHERS ALSO INTO LIFE. I CAN SAY WITH THE WISDOM OF GOD; IT IS CHRIST WHO GAVE HIMSELF UP FOR OUR OFFENCES. ALREADY HAS WISDOM BUTCHERED HERSELF ALSO. THE CHARACTER OF WORDS DEPENDS NOT ON THE SOUND ONLY, BUT ON THE MEANING ALSO, AND THEY MUST BE HEARD NOT MERELY BY EARS, BUT ALSO BY MINDS. HE WHO DOES NOT UNDERSTAND, BELIEVES GOD TO BE CRUEL; ALTHOUGH FOR HIM ALSO WHO DOES NOT UNDERSTAND, AN ANNOUNCEMENT HAS BEEN MADE TO RESTRAIN HIS HARSHNESS IN UNDERSTANDING OTHERWISE THAN ARIGHT. "FOR WHO," SAYS THE APOSTLE," HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD? OR WHO HAS BEEN HIS COUNSELLOR, TO TEACH HIM? OR WHO HAS POINTED OUT TO HIM THE WAY OF UNDERSTANDING?" BUT, INDEED, THE WORLD HAS HELD IT LAWFUL FOR DIANA OF THE SCYTHIANS, OR MERCURY OF THE GAUL’S, OR SATURN OF THE AFRICANS, TO BE APPEASED BY HUMAN SACRIFICES; AND IN LATIUM TO THIS DAY JUPITER HAS HUMAN BLOOD GIVEN HIM TO TASTE IN THE MIDST OF THE CITY; AND NO ONE MAKES IT A MATTER OF DISCUSSION, OR IMAGINES THAT IT DOES NOT OCCUR FOR SOME REASON, OR THAT IT OCCURS BY THE WILL OF HIS GOD, WITHOUT HAVING VALUE. IF OUR GOD, TOO, TO HAVE A SACRIFICE OF HIS OWN, HAD REQUIRED MARTYRDOMS FOR HIMSELF, WHO WOULD HAVE REPROACHED HIM FOR THE DEADLY RELIGION, AND THE MOURNFUL CEREMONIES, AND THE ALTAR-PYRE, AND THE UNDERTAKER-PRIEST, AND NOT RATHER HAVE COUNTED HAPPY THE MAN WHOM GOD SHOULD HAVE DEVOURED? 
CHAP. VIII. 
WE KEEP THEREFORE THE ONE POSITION, AND, IN RESPECT OF THIS QUESTION ONLY, SUMMON TO AN ENCOUNTER, WHETHER MARTYRDOMS HAVE BEEN COMMANDED BY GOD, THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE THAT THEY HAVE BEEN COMMANDED BY REASON, IF YOU KNOW THAT THEY HAVE BEEN COMMANDED BY HIM, BECAUSE GOD WILL NOT COMMAND OUGHT WITHOUT REASON. SINCE THE DEATH OF HIS OWN SAINTS IS PRECIOUS IS HIS SIGHT, AS DAVID SINGS, IT IS NOT, I THINK, THAT ONE WHICH FALLS TO THE LOT OF MEN GENERALLY, AND IS A DEBT DUE BY ALL (RATHER IS THAT ONE EVEN DISGRACEFUL ON ACCOUNT OF THE TRESPASS, AND THE DESERT OF CONDEMNATION TO WHICH IT IS TA BE TRACED), BUT THAT OTHER WHICH IS MET IN THIS VERY WORK--IN BEARING WITNESS FOR RELIGION, AND MAINTAINING THE FIGHT OF CONFESSION IN BEHALF OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THE SACRAMENT. AS SAITH ESAIAS, "SEE HOW THE RIGHTEOUS MAN PERISHETH, AND NO ONE LAYETH IT TO HEART; AND RIGHTEOUS MEN ARE TAKEN AWAY, AND NO ONE CONSIDERETH IT: FOR FROM BEFORE THE FACE OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS THE RIGHTEOUS MAN PERISHETH, AND HE SHALL HAVE HONOUR AT HIS BURIAL." HERE, TOO, YOU HAVE BOTH AN ANNOUNCEMENT OF MARTYRDOMS, AND OF THE RECOMPENSE THEY BRING. FROM THE BEGINNING, INDEED, RIGHTEOUSNESS SUFFERS VIOLENCE. FORTHWITH, AS SOON AS GOD HAS BEGUN TO BE WORSHIPPED, RELIGION HAS GOT ILL-WILL FOR HER PORTION. HE WHO HAD PLEASED GOD IS SLAIN, AND THAT BY HIS BROTHER. BEGINNING WITH KINDRED BLOOD, IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT THE MORE EASILY GO IN QUEST OF THAT OF STRANGERS, UNGODLINESS MADE THE OBJECT OF ITS PURSUIT, FINALLY, THAT NOT ONLY OF RIGHTEOUS PERSONS, BUT EVEN OF PROPHETS ALSO. DAVID IS PERSECUTED; ELIAS PUT TO FLIGHT; JEREMIAS STONED; ESAIAS CUT ASUNDER; ZACHARIAS BUTCHERED BETWEEN THE ALTAR AND THE TEMPLE, IMPARTING TO THE HARD STONES LASTING MARKS OF HIS BLOOD. THAT PERSON HIMSELF, AT THE CLOSE OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND CALLED NOT A PROPHET, BUT A MESSENGER, IS, SUFFERING AN IGNOMINIOUS DEATH, BEHEADED TO REWARD A DANCING-GIRL. AND CERTAINLY, THEY WHO WERE WONT TO BE LED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD USED TO BE GUIDED BY HIMSELF TO MARTYRDOMS; SO THAT THEY HAD EVEN ALREADY TO ENDURE WHAT THEY HAD ALSO PROCLAIMED AS REQUIRING TO BE BORNE. WHEREFORE THE BROTHERHOOD OF THE THREE ALSO, WHEN THE DEDICATION OF THE ROYAL IMAGE WAS THE OCCASION OF THE CITIZENS BEING PRESSED TO OFFER WORSHIP, KNEW WELL WHAT FAITH, WHICH ALONE IN THEM HAD NOT BEEN TAKEN CAPTIVE, REQUIRED, NAMELY, THAT THEY MUST RESIST IDOLATRY TO THE DEATH. FOR THEY REMEMBERED ALSO THE WORDS OF JEREMIAS WRITING TO THOSE OVER WHOM THAT CAPTIVITY WAS IMPENDING: "AND NOW YE SHALL SEE BORNE UPON (MEN'S) SHOULDERS THE GODS OF THE BABYLONIANS, OF GOLD AND SILVER AND WOOD, CAUSING FEAR TO THE GENTILES. BEWARE, THEREFORE, THAT YE ALSO DO NOT BE ALTOGETHER LIKE THE FOREIGNERS, AND BE SEIZED WITH FEAR WHILE YE BEHOLD CROWDS WORSHIPPING THOSE GODS BEFORE AND BEHIND, BUT SAY IN YOUR MIND, OUR DUTY IS TO WORSHIP THEE, O LORD." THEREFORE, HAVING GOT CONFIDENCE FROM GOD, THEY SAID, WHEN WITH STRENGTH OF MIND THEY SET AT DEFIANCE THE KING' S THREATS AGAINST THE DISOBEDIENT: "THERE IS NO NECESSITY FOR OUR MAKING ANSWER TO THIS COMMAND OF YOURS. FOR OUR GOD WHOM WE WORSHIP IS ABLE TO DELIVER US FROM THE FURNACE OF FIRE AND FROM YOUR HANDS; AND THEN IT WILL BE MADE PLAIN TO YOU THAT WE SHALL NEITHER SERVE YOUR IDOL, NOR WORSHIP YOUR GOLDEN IMAGE WHICH YOU HAVE SET UP." O MARTYRDOM EVEN WITHOUT SUFFERING PERFECT! ENOUGH DID THEY SUFFER! ENOUGH WERE THEY BURNED, WHOM ON THIS ACCOUNT GOD SHIELDED, THAT IT MIGHT NOT SEEM THAT THEY HAD GIVEN A FALSE REPRESENTATION OF HIS POWER. FOR FORTHWITH, CERTAINLY, WOULD THE LIONS, WITH THEIR PENT-UP AND WONTED SAVAGENESS, HAVE DEVOURED DANIEL ALSO, A WORSHIPPER OF NONE BUT GOD, AND THEREFORE ACCUSED AND DEMANDED BY THE CHALDEANS, IF IT HAD BEEN RIGHT THAT THE WORTHY ANTICIPATION OF DARIUS CONCERNING GOD SHOULD HAVE PROVED DELUSIVE. FOR THE REST, EVERY PREACHER OF GOD, AND EVERY WORSHIPPER ALSO, SUCH AS, HAVING BEEN SUMMONED TO THE SERVICE OF IDOLATRY, HAD REFUSED COMPLIANCE, OUGHT TO HAVE SUFFERED, AGREEABLY TO THE TENOR OF THAT ARGUMENT TOO, BY WHICH THE TRUTH OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN RECOMMENDED BOTH TO THOSE WHO WERE THEN LIVING AND TO THOSE FOLLOWING IN SUCCESSION,-- (NAMELY), THAT THE SUFFERING OF ITS DEFENDERS THEMSELVES BESPEAK TRUST FOR IT, BECAUSE NOBODY WOULD HAVE BEEN WILLING TO BE SLAIN BUT ONE POSSESSING THE TRUTH. SUCH COMMANDS AS WELL AS INSTANCES, REMOUNTING TO EARLIEST TIMES, SHOW THAT BELIEVERS ARE UNDER OBLIGATION TO SUFFER MARTYRDOM. 
CHAP. IX. 
IT REMAINS FOR US, LEST ANCIENT TIMES MAY PERHAPS HAVE HAD THE SACRAMENT (EXCLUSIVELY) THEIR OWN, TO REVIEW THE MODERN CHRISTIAN SYSTEM, AS THOUGH, BEING ALSO FROM GOD, IT MIGHT BE DIFFERENT FROM WHAT PRECEDED, AND BESIDES, THEREFORE, OPPOSED THERETO IN ITS CODE OF RULES LIKEWISE, SO THAT ITS WISDOM KNOWS NOT TO MURDER HER OWN SONS! EVIDENTLY, IN THE CASE OF CHRIST BOTH THE DIVINE NATURE AND THE WILL AND THE SECT ARE DIFFERENT FROM ANY PREVIOUSLY KNOWN! HE WILL HAVE COMMANDED EITHER NO MARTYRDOMS AT ALL, OR THOSE WHICH MUST BE UNDERSTOOD IN A SENSE DIFFERENT FROM THE ORDINARY, BEING SUCH A PERSON AS TO URGE NO ONE TO A RISK OF THIS KIND AS TO PROMISE NO REWARD TO THEM WHO SUFFER FOR HIM, BECAUSE HE DOES NOT WISH THEM TO SUFFER; AND THEREFORE DOES HE SAY, WHEN SETTING FORTH HIS CHIEF COMMANDS, "BLESSED ARE THEY WHO ARE PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT, INDEED, APPLIES FIRST TO ALL WITHOUT RESTRICTION, THEN SPECIALLY TO THE APOSTLES THEMSELVES:" BLESSED SHALL YE BE WHEN MEN SHALL REVILE YOU, AND PERSECUTE YOU, AND SHALL SAY ALL MANNER OF EVIL AGAINST YOU, FOR MY SAKE. REJOICE AND BE EXCEEDING GLAD, SINCE VERY GREAT IS YOUR REWARD IN HEAVEN; FOR SO USED THEIR FATHERS TO DO EVEN TO THE PROPHETS." SO THAT HE LIKEWISE FORETOLD THEIR HAVING TO BE THEMSELVES ALSO SLAIN, AFTER THE EXAMPLE OF THE PROPHETS. THOUGH, EVEN IF HE HAD APPOINTED ALL THIS PERSECUTION IN CASE, HE WERE OBEYED FOR THOSE ONLY WHO WERE THEN APOSTLES, ASSUREDLY THROUGH THEM ALONG WITH THE ENTIRE SACRAMENT, WITH THE SHOOT OF THE NAME, WITH THE LAYER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE RULE ABOUT ENDURING PERSECUTION ALSO WOULD HAVE HAD RESPECT TO US TOO, AS TO DISCIPLES BY INHERITANCE, AND, (AS IT WERE,) BUSHES FROM THE APOSTOLIC SEED. FOR EVEN THUS AGAIN DOES HE ADDRESS WORDS OF GUIDANCE TO THE APOSTLES: "BEHOLD, I SEND YOU FORTH AS SHEEP IN THE MIDST OF WOLVES;" AND, "BEWARE OF MEN, FOR THEY WILL DELIVER YOU UP TO THE COUNCILS, AND THEY WILL SCOURGE YOU IN THEIR SYNAGOGUES; AND YE SHALL BE BROUGHT BEFORE GOVERNORS AND KINGS FOR MY SAKE, FOR A TESTIMONY AGAINST THEM AND THE GENTILES," ETC. NOW WHEN HE ADDS, "BUT THE BROTHER WILL DELIVER UP THE BROTHER TO DEATH, AND THE FATHER THE CHILD; AND THE CHILDREN SHALL RISE UP AGAINST THEIR PARENTS, AND CAUSE THEM TO BE PUT TO DEATH," HE HAS DEARLY ANNOUNCED WITH REFERENCE TO THE OTHERS, (THAT THEY WOULD BE SUBJECTED TO) THIS FORM OF UNRIGHTEOUS CONDUCT, WHICH WE DO NOT FIND EXEMPLIFIED IN THE CASE OF THE APOSTLES. FOR NONE OF THEM HAD EXPERIENCE OF A FATHER OR A BROTHER AS A BETRAYER, WHICH VERY MANY OF US HAVE. THEN HE RETURNS TO THE APOSTLES: "AND YE SHALL BE HATED OF ALL MEN FOR MY NAME'S SAKE." HOW MUCH MORE SHALL WE, FOR WHOM THERE EXISTS THE NECESSITY OF BEING DELIVERED UP BY PARENTS TOO! THUS, BY ALLOTTING THIS VERY BETRAYAL, NOW TO THE APOSTLES, NOW TO ALL, HE POURS OUT THE SAME DESTRUCTION UPON ALL THE POSSESSORS OF THE NAME, ON WHOM THE NAME. ALONG WITH THE CONDITION THAT IT BE AN OBJECT OF HATRED, WILL REST. BUT HE WHO WILL ENDURE ON TO THE END--THIS MAN WILL BE SAVED. BY ENDURING WHAT BUT PERSECUTION, BETRAYAL, DEATH? FOR TO ENDURE TO THE END IS NAUGHT ELSE THAN TO SUFFER THE END. AND THEREFORE THERE IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW, "THE DISCIPLE IS NOT ABOVE HIS MASTER, NOR THE SERVANT ABOVE HIS OWN LORD;" BECAUSE, SEEING THE MASTER AND LORD HIMSELF WAS STEADFAST IN SUFFERING PERSECUTION, BETRAYAL AND DEATH, MUCH MORE WILL IT BE THE DUTY OF HIS SERVANTS AND DISCIPLES TO BEAR THE SAME, THAT THEY MAY NOT SEEM AS IF SUPERIOR TO HIM, OR TO HAVE GOT AN IMMUNITY FROM THE ASSAULTS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, SINCE THIS ITSELF SHOULD BE GLORY ENOUGH FOR THEM, TO BE CONFORMED TO THE SUFFERINGS OF THEIR LORD AND MASTER; AND, PREPARING THEM FOR THE ENDURANCE OF THESE, HE REMINDS THEM THAT THEY MUST NOT FEAR SUCH PERSONS AS KILL THE BODY ONLY, BUT ARE NOT ABLE TO DESTROY THE SOUL, BUT THAT THEY MUST DEDICATE FEAR TO HIM RATHER WHO HAS SUCH POWER THAT HE CAN KILL BOTH BODY AND SOUL, AND DESTROY THEM IN HELL. WHO, PRAY, ARE THESE SLAYERS OF THE BODY ONLY, BUT THE GOVERNORS AND KINGS AFORESAID--MEN, I WEEN? WHO IS THE RULER OF THE SOUL ALSO, BUT GOD ONLY? WHO IS THIS BUT THE THREATENER OF FIRES HEREAFTER, HE WITHOUT WHOSE WILL NOT EVEN ONE OF TWO SPARROWS, FALLS TO THE GROUND; THAT IS, NOT EVEN ONE OF THE TWO SUBSTANCES OF MAN, FLESH OR SPIRIT, BECAUSE THE NUMBER OF OUR HAIRS ALSO HAS BEEN RECORDED BEFORE HIM? FEAR YE NOT, THEREFORE. WHEN HE ADDS, "YE ARE OF MORE VALUE THAN MANY SPARROWS," HE MAKES PROMISE THAT WE SHALL NOT IN VAIN--THAT IS, NOT WITHOUT PROFIT--FALL TO THE GROUND IF WE CHOOSE TO BE KILLED BY MEN RATHER THAN BY GOD. "WHOSOEVER THEREFORE WILL CONFESS IN ME BEFORE MEN, IN HIM WILL I CONFESS ALSO BEFORE MY FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN; AND WHOSOEVER SHALL DENY ME BEFORE MEN, HIM WILL I DENY ALSO BEFORE MY FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN." CLEAR, AS I THINK, ARE THE TERMS USED IN ANNOUNCING, AND THE WAY TO EXPLAIN, THE CONFESSION AS WELL AS THE DENIAL, ALTHOUGH THE MODE OF PUTTING THEM IS DIFFERENT. HE WHO CONFESSES HIMSELF A CHRISTIAN, BEARETH WITNESS THAT HE IS CHRIST'S; HE WHO IS CHRIST'S MUST BE IN CHRIST. IF HE IS IN CHRIST, HE CERTAINLY CONFESSES IN CHRIST, WHEN HE CONFESSES HIMSELF A CHRISTIAN. FOR HE CANNOT BE THIS WITHOUT BEING IN CHRIST. BESIDES, BY CONFESSING IN CHRIST HE CONFESSES CHRIST TOO: SINCE, BY VIRTUE OF BEING A CHRISTIAN, HE IS IN CHRIST, WHILE CHRIST HIMSELF ALSO IS IN HIM. FOR IF YOU HAVE MADE MENTION OF DAY, YOU HAVE ALSO HELD OUT TO VIEW THE ELEMENT OF LIGHT WHICH GIVES US DAY, ALTHOUGH YOU MAY NOT HAVE MADE MENTION OF LIGHT. THUS, ALBEIT HE HAS NOT EXPRESSLY SAID, "HE WHO WILL CONFESS ME," (YET) THE CONDUCT INVOLVED IN DAILY CONFESSION IS NOT DIFFERENT FROM WHAT IS MEANT IN OUR LORD'S DECLARATION. FOR HE WHO CONFESSES HIMSELF TO BE WHAT HE IS, THAT IS, A CHRISTIAN, CONFESSES THAT LIKEWISE BY WHICH HE IS IT, THAT IS, CHRIST. THEREFORE, HE WHO HAS DENIED THAT HE IS A CHRISTIAN, HAS DENIED IN CHRIST, BY DENYING THAT HE IS IN CHRIST WHILE HE DENIES THAT HE IS A CHRISTIAN; AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, BY DENYING THAT CHRIST IS IN HIM, WHILE HE DENIES THAT HE IS IN CHRIST, HE WILL DENY CHRIST TOO. THUS, BOTH HE WHO WILL DENY IN CHRIST, WILL DENY CHRIST, AND HE WHO WILL CONFESS IN CHRIST WILL CONFESS CHRIST. IT WOULD HAVE BEEN ENOUGH, THEREFORE, THOUGH OUR LORD HAD MADE AN ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT CONFESSING MERELY. FOR, FROM HIS MODE OF PRESENTING CONFESSION, IT MIGHT BE DECIDED BEFOREHAND WITH REFERENCE TO ITS OPPOSITE TOO--DENIAL, THAT IS--THAT DENIAL IS REPAID BY THE LORD WITH DENIAL, JUST AS CONFESSION IS WITH CONFESSION. AND THEREFORE, SINCE IN THE MOLD IN WHICH THE CONFESSION HAS BEEN CAST THE STATE OF (THE CASE WITH REFERENCE TO) DENIAL ALSO MAY BE PERCEIVED, IT IS EVIDENT THAT TO ANOTHER MANNER OF DENIAL BELONGS WHAT THE LORD HAS ANNOUNCED CONCERNING IT, IN TERMS DIFFERENT FROM THOSE IN WHICH HE SPEAKS OF CONFESSION, WHEN HE SAYS, "WHO WILL DENY ME," NOT "WHO WILL DENY IN ME." FOR HE HAD FORESEEN THAT THIS FORM OF VIOLENCE ALSO WOULD, FOR THE MOST PART, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW WHEN ANY ONE HAD BEEN FORCED TO RENOUNCE THE CHRISTIAN NAME, THAT HE WHO HAD DENIED THAT HE WAS A CHRISTIAN WOULD BE COMPELLED TO DENY CHRIST HIMSELF TOO BY BLASPHEMING HIM. AS NOT LONG AGO, ALAS, WE SHUDDERED AT THE STRUGGLE WAGED IN THIS WAY BY SOME WITH THEIR ENTIRE FAITH, WHICH HAD HAD FAVORABLE OMENS. THEREFORE, IT WILL BE TO NO PURPOSE TO SAY, "THOUGH I SHALL DENY THAT I AM A CHRISTIAN, I SHALL NOT BE DENIED BY CHRIST, FOR I HAVE NOT DENIED HIMSELF." FOR EVEN SO MUCH WILL BE INFERRED FROM THAT DENIAL, BY WHICH, SEEING HE DENIES CHRIST IN HIM BY DENYING THAT HE IS A CHRISTIAN, HE HAS DENIED CHRIST HIMSELF ALSO. BUT THERE IS MORE, BECAUSE HE THREATENS LIKEWISE SHAME WITH SHAME (IN RETURN): "WHOSOEVER SHALL BE ASHAMED OF ME BEFORE MEN, OF HIM WILL I ALSO BE ASHAMED BEFORE MY FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN." FOR HE WAS AWARE THAT DENIAL IS PRODUCED EVEN MOST OF ALL BY SHAME, THAT THE STATE OF THE MIND APPEARS IN THE FOREHEAD, AND THAT THE WOUND OF SHAME PRECEDES THAT IN THE BODY. 
CHAP. X. 
BUT AS TO THOSE WHO THINK THAT NOT HERE, THAT IS, NOT WITHIN THIS ENVIRONMENT OF EARTH, NOR DURING THIS PERIOD OF EXISTENCE, NOR BEFORE MEN POSSESSING THIS NATURE SHARED BY US ALL, HAS CONFESSION BEEN APPOINTED TO BE MADE, WHAT A SUPPOSITION IS THEIRS, BEING AT VARIANCE WITH THE WHOLE ORDER OF THINGS OF WHICH WE HAVE EXPERIENCE IN THESE LANDS, AND IN THIS LIFE, AND UNDER HUMAN AUTHORITIES! DOUBTLESS, WHEN THE SOULS HAVE DEPARTED FROM THEIR BODIES, AND BEGUN TO BE PUT UPON TRIAL IN THE SEVERAL STORIES OF THE HEAVENS, WITH REFERENCE TO THE ENGAGEMENT (UNDER WHICH THEY HAVE COME TO JESUS), AND TO BE QUESTIONED ABOUT THOSE HIDDEN MYSTERIES OF THE HERETICS, THEY MUST THEN CONFESS BEFORE THE REAL POWERS AND THE REAL MEN,--THE TELETI, TO WIT, AND THE ABASCANTI, AND THE ACINETI OF VALENTINUS! FOR, SAY THEY, EVEN THE DEMIURGE HIMSELF DID NOT UNIFORMLY APPROVE OF THE MEN OF OUR WORLD, WHOM HE COUNTED AS A DROP OF A BUCKET, AND THE DUST OF THE THRESHING-FLOOR, AND SPITTLE AND LOCUSTS, AND PUT ON A LEVEL EVEN WITH BRUTE BEASTS. CLEARLY, IT IS SO WRITTEN. YET NOT THEREFORE MUST WE UNDERSTAND THAT THERE IS, BESIDES US, ANOTHER KIND OF MAN, WHICH--FOR IT IS EVIDENTLY THUS (IN THE CASE PROPOSED) HAS BEEN ABLE TO ASSUME WITHOUT INVALIDATING A COMPARISON BETWEEN THE TWO KINDS, BOTH THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RACE AND A UNIQUE PROPERTY. FOR EVEN IF THE LIFE WAS TAINTED, SO THAT CONDEMNED TO CONTEMPT IT MIGHT BE LIKENED TO OBJECTS HELD IN CONTEMPT, THE NATURE WAS NOT FORTHWITH TAKEN AWAY, SO THAT THERE MIGHT BE SUPPOSED TO BE ANOTHER UNDER ITS NAME. RATHER IS THE NATURE PRESERVED, THOUGH THE LIFE BLUSHES; NOR DOES CHRIST KNOW OTHER MEN THAN THOSE WITH REFERENCE TO WHOM HE SAYS, "WHOM DO MEN SAY THAT I AM?" AND, "AS YE WOULD THAT MEN SHOULD DO TO YOU, DO YE LIKEWISE SO TO, THEM." CONSIDER WHETHER HE MAY NOT HAVE I PRESERVED A RACE SUCH THAT HE IS LOOKING FOR A TESTIMONY TO HIMSELF FROM THEM, AS WELL AS L CONSISTING OF THOSE ON WHOM HE ENJOINS THE INTERCHANGE OF RIGHTEOUS DEALING. BUT IF I SHOULD URGENTLY DEMAND THAT THOSE HEAVENLY MEN BE DESCRIBED TO ME, ARATUS WILL SKETCH MORE EASILY PERSEUS AND CEPHEUS, AND ERIGONE, AND ARIADNE, AMONG THE CONSTELLATIONS. BUT WHO PREVENTED THE LORD FROM CLEARLY PRESCRIBING THAT CONFESSION BY MEN LIKEWISE HAS TO BE MADE WHERE HE PLAINLY ANNOUNCED THAT HIS OWN WOULD BE; SO THAT THE STATEMENT MIGHT HAVE RUN THUS:" WHOSOEVER SHALL CONFESS IN ME BEFORE MEN IN HEAVEN, I ALSO WILL CONFESS IN HIM BEFORE MY FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN?" HE OUGHT TO HAVE SAVED ME FROM THIS MISTAKE ABOUT CONFESSION ON EARTH, WHICH HE WOULD NOT HAVE WISHED ME TO TAKE PART IN, IF HE HAD COMMANDED ONE IN HEAVEN; FOR I KNEW NO OTHER MEN BUT THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH, MAN HIMSELF EVEN NOT HAVING UP TO THAT TIME BEEN OBSERVED IN HEAVEN. BESIDES, WHAT IS THE CREDIBILITY OF THE THINGS (ALLEGED), THAT, BEING AFTER DEATH RAISED TO HEAVENLY PLACES, I SHOULD BE PUT TO THE TEST THERE, WHITHER I WOULD NOT BE TRANSLATED WITHOUT BEING ALREADY TESTED, THAT I SHOULD THERE BE TRIED IN REFERENCE TO A COMMAND WHERE I COULD NOT COME, BUT TO FIND ADMITTANCE? HEAVEN LIES OPEN TO THE CHRISTIAN BEFORE THE WAY TO IT DOES; BECAUSE THERE IS NO WAY TO HEAVEN, BUT TO HIM TO WHOM HEAVEN LIES OPEN; AND HE WHO REACHES IT WILL ENTER. WHAT POWERS, KEEPING GUARD AT THE GATE, DO I HEAR YOU AFFIRM TO EXIST IN ACCORDANCE WITH ROMAN SUPERSTITION, WITH A CERTAIN CARNUS, FORCULUS, AND LIMENTINUS? WHAT POWERS DO YOU SET IN ORDER AT THE RAILINGS? IF YOU HAVE EVER READ IN DAVID, "LIFT UP YOUR GATES, YE PRINCES, AND LET THE EVERLASTING GATES BE LIFTED UP; AND THE KING OF GLORY SHALL ENTER IN;" IF YOU HAVE ALSO HEARD FROM AMOS, "WHO BUILDETH UP TO THE HEAVENS HIS WAY OF ASCENT, AND IS SUCH AS TO POUR FORTH HIS ABUNDANCE (OF WATERS) OVER THE EARTH;" KNOW THAT BOTH THAT WAY OF ASCENT WAS THEREAFTER LEVELLED WITH THE GROUND, BY THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE LORD, AND AN ENTRANCE THEREAFTER OPENED UP BY THE MIGHT OF CHRIST, AND THAT NO DELAY OR INQUEST WILL MEET CHRISTIANS ON THE THRESHOLD, SINCE THEY HAVE THERE TO BE NOT DISCRIMINATED FROM ONE ANOTHER, BUT OWNED, AND NOT PUT TO THE QUESTION, BUT RECEIVED IN. FOR THOUGH YOU THINK HEAVEN STILL SHUT, REMEMBER THAT THE LORD LEFT HERE TO PETER AND THROUGH HIM TO THE CHURCH, THE KEYS OF IT, WHICH EVERY ONE WHO HAS BEEN HERE PUT TO THE QUESTION, AND ALSO MADE CONFESSION, WILL CARRY WITH HIM. BUT THE DEVIL STOUTLY AFFIRMS THAT WE MUST CONFESS THERE, TO PERSUADE US THAT WE MUST DENY HERE. I SHALL SEND BEFORE ME FINE DOCUMENTS, TO BE SURE, I SHALL CARRY WITH ME EXCELLENT KEYS, THE FEAR OF THEM WHO KILL THE BODY ONLY, BUT DO NAUGHT AGAINST THE SOUL: I SHALL BE GRACED BY THE NEGLECT OF THIS COMMAND: I SHALL STAND WITH CREDIT IN HEAVENLY PLACES, WHO COULD NOT STAND IN EARTHLY: I SHALL HOLD OUT AGAINST THE GREATER POWERS, WHO YIELDED TO THE LESSER: I SHALL DESERVE TO BE AT LENGTH LET IN, THOUGH NOW SHUT OUT. IT READILY OCCURS TO ONE TO REMARK FURTHER, "IF IT IS IN HEAVEN THAT MEN MUST CONFESS, IT IS HERE TOO THAT THEY MUST DENY." FOR WHERE THE ONE IS, THERE BOTH ARE. FOR CONTRARIES ALWAYS GO TOGETHER. THERE WILL NEED TO BE CARRIED ON IN HEAVEN PERSECUTION EVEN, WHICH IS THE OCCASION OF CONFESSION OR DENIAL. WHY, THEN, DO YOU REFRAIN, O MOST PRESUMPTUOUS HERETIC, FROM TRANSPORTING TO THE WORLD ABOVE THE WHOLE SERIES OF MEANS PROPER TO THE INTIMIDATION OF CHRISTIANS, AND ESPECIALLY TO PUT THERE THE VERY HATRED FOR THE NAME, WHERE CHRIST RULES AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER? WILL YOU PLANT THERE BOTH SYNAGOGUES OF THE JEWS--FOUNTAINS OF PERSECUTION--BEFORE WHICH THE APOSTLES ENDURED THE SCOURGE, AND HEATHEN ASSEMBLAGES WITH THEIR OWN CIRCUS, FORSOOTH, WHERE THEY READILY JOIN IN THE CRY, DEATH TO THE THIRD RACE? BUT YE ARE BOUND TO PRODUCE IN THE SAME PLACE BOTH OUR BROTHERS, FATHERS, CHILDREN, MOTHERS-IN-LAW, DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW AND THOSE OF OUR HOUSEHOLD, THROUGH WHOSE AGENCY THE BETRAYAL HAS BEEN APPOINTED; LIKEWISE, KINGS, GOVERNORS, AND ARMED AUTHORITIES, BEFORE WHOM THE MATTER AT ISSUE MUST BE CONTESTED. ASSUREDLY THERE WILL BE IN HEAVEN A PRISON ALSO, DESTITUTE OF THE SUN'S RAYS OR FULL OF LIGHT UNTHANKFULLY, AND FETTERS OF THE ZONES PERHAPS, AND, FOR A RACK-HORSE, THE AXIS ITSELF WHICH WHIRLS THE HEAVENS ROUND. THEN, IF A CHRISTIAN IS TO BE STONED, HAIL-STORMS WILL BE NEAR; IF BURNED, THUNDERBOLTS ARE AT HAND; IF BUTCHERED, THE ARMED ORION WILL EXERCISE HIS FUNCTION; IF PUT AN END TO BY BEASTS, THE NORTH WILL SEND FORTH THE BEARS, THE ZODIAC THE BULLS AND THE LIONS. HE WHO WILL ENDURE THESE ASSAULTS TO THE END, THE SAME SHALL BE SAVED. WILL THERE BE THEN, IN HEAVEN, BOTH AN END, AND SUFFERING, A KILLING, AND THE FIRST CONFESSION? AND WHERE WILL BE THE FLESH REQUISITE FOR ALL THIS? WHERE THE BODY WHICH ALONE HAS TO BE KILLED BY MEN? UNERRING REASON HAS COMMANDED US TO SET FORTH THESE THINGS IN EVEN A PLAYFUL MANNER; NOR WILL ANY ONE THRUST OUT THE BAR CONSISTING IN THIS OBJECTION (WE HAVE OFFERED), SO AS NOT TO BE COMPELLED TO TRANSFER THE WHOLE ARRAY OF MEANS PROPER TO PERSECUTION, ALL THE POWERFUL INSTRUMENTALITY WHICH HAS BEEN PROVIDED FOR DEALING WITH THIS MATTER, TO THE PLACE WHERE HE HAS PUT THE COURT BEFORE WHICH CONFESSION SHOULD BE MADE. SINCE CONFESSION IS ELICITED BY PERSECUTION, AND PERSECUTION ENDED IN CONFESSION, THERE CANNOT BUT BE AT THE SAME TIME, IN ATTENDANCE UPON THESE, THE INSTRUMENTALITY WHICH DETERMINES BOTH THE ENTRANCE AND THE EXIT, THAT IS, THE BEGINNING AND THE END. BUT BOTH HATRED FOR THE NAME WILL BE HERE, PERSECUTION BREAKS OUT HERE, BETRAYAL BRINGS MEN FORTH HERE, EXAMINATION USES FORCE HERE, TORTURE RAGES HERE, AND CONFESSION OR DENIAL COMPLETES THIS WHOLE COURSE OF PROCEDURE ON THE EARTH. THEREFORE, IF THE OTHER THINGS ARE HERE, CONFESSION ALSO IS NOT ELSEWHERE; IF CONFESSION IS ELSEWHERE, THE OTHER THINGS ALSO ARE NOT HERE. CERTAINLY, THE OTHER THINGS ARE NOT ELSEWHERE; THEREFORE, NEITHER IS CONFESSION IN HEAVEN. OR, IF THEY WILL HAVE IT THAT THE MANNER IN WHICH THE HEAVENLY EXAMINATION AND CONFESSION TAKE PLACE IS DIFFERENT, IT WILL CERTAINLY BE ALSO INCUMBENT ON THEM TO DEVISE A MODE OF PROCEDURE OF THEIR OWN OF A VERY DIFFERENT KIND, AND OPPOSED TO THAT METHOD WHICH IS INDICATED IN THE SCRIPTURES. AND WE MAY BE ABLE TO SAY, LET THEM CONSIDER (WHETHER WHAT THEY IMAGINE TO EXIST DOES SO), IF SO BE THAT THIS COURSE OF PROCEDURE, PROPER TO EXAMINATION AND CONFESSION ON EARTH--A COURSE WHICH HAS PERSECUTION AS THE SOURCE IN WHICH IT ORIGINATES, AND WHICH PLEADS DISSENSION IN THE STATE--IS PRESERVED TO ITS OWN FAITH, IF SO BE THAT WE MUST BELIEVE JUST AS IS ALSO WRITTEN, AND UNDERSTAND JUST AS IS SPOKEN. HERE I ENDURE THE ENTIRE COURSE (IN QUESTION), THE LORD HIMSELF NOT APPOINTING A DIFFERENT QUARTER OF THE WORLD FOR ANY DOING SO. FOR WHAT DOES HE ADD AFTER FINISHING WITH CONFESSION AND DENIAL? "THINK NOT THAT I AM COME TO SEND PEACE ON EARTH, BUT A SWORD,"--UNDOUBTEDLY ON THE EARTH. "FOR I AM COME TO SET A MAN AT VARIANCE AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND THE DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER, AND THE MOTHER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER DAUGHTER-IN-LAW. AND A MAN'S FOES SHALL BE THEY OF HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD." FOR SO IS IT BROUGHT TO PASS, THAT THE BROTHER DELIVERS UP THE BROTHER TO DEATH, AND THE FATHER THE SON: AND THE CHILDREN RISE UP AGAINST THE PARENTS, AND CAUSE THEM TO DIE. AND HE WHO ENDURETH TO THE END LET THAT MAN BE SAVED. SO THAT THIS WHOLE COURSE OF PROCEDURE CHARACTERISTIC OF THE LORD'S SWORD, WHICH HAS BEEN SENT NOT TO HEAVEN, BUT TO EARTH, MAKES CONFESSION ALSO TO BE THERE, WHICH BY ENDURING TO THE END IS TO ISSUE IN THE SUFFERING OF DEATH. 
CHAP. XI. 
IN THE SAME MANNER, THEREFORE, WE MAINTAIN THAT THE OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS TOO REFER TO THE CONDITION OF MARTYRDOM. "HE," SAYS JESUS, "WHO WILL VALUE HIS OWN LIFE ALSO MORE THAN ME, IS NOT WORTHY OF ME,"--THAT IS, HE WHO WILL RATHER LIVE BY DENYING, THAN DIE BY CONFESSING, ME; AND "HE WHO FINDETH HIS LIFE SHALL LOSE IT; BUT HE WHO LOSETH IT FOR MY SAKE SHALL FIND IT.'' THEREFORE, INDEED HE FINDS IT, WHO, IN WINNING LIFE, DENIES; BUT HE WHO THINKS THAT HE WINS IT BY DENYING, WILL LOSE IT IN HELL. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE WHO, THROUGH CONFESSING, IS KILLED, WILL LOSE IT FOR THE PRESENT, BUT IS ALSO ABOUT TO FIND IT UNTO EVERLASTING LIFE. IN FINE, GOVERNORS THEMSELVES, WHEN THEY URGE MEN TO DENY, SAY, "SAVE YOUR LIFE;" AND, "DO NOT LOSE YOUR LIFE." HOW WOULD CHRIST SPEAK, BUT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TREATMENT TO WHICH THE CHRISTIAN WOULD BE SUBJECTED? BUT WHEN HE FORBIDS THINKING ABOUT WHAT ANSWER TO MAKE AT A JUDGMENT-SEAT, HE IS PREPARING HIS OWN SERVANTS FOR WHAT AWAITED THEM, HE GIVES THE ASSURANCE THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL ANSWER BY THEM; AND WHEN HE WISHES A BROTHER TO BE VISITED IN PRISON, HE IS COMMANDING THAT THOSE ABOUT TO CONFESS BE THE OBJECT OF SOLICITUDE; AND HE IS SOOTHING THEIR SUFFERINGS WHEN HE ASSERTS THAT GOD WILL AVENGE HIS OWN ELECT. IN THE PARABLE ALSO OF THE WITHERING OF THE WORD AFTER THE GREEN BLADE HAD SPRUNG UP, HE IS DRAWING A PICTURE WITH REFERENCE TO THE BURNING HEAT OF PERSECUTIONS. IF THESE ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE NOT UNDERSTOOD AS THEY ARE MADE, WITHOUT DOUBT THEY SIGNIFY SOMETHING ELSE THAN THE SOUND INDICATES; AND THERE WILL BE ONE THING IN THE WORDS, ANOTHER IN THEIR MEANINGS, AS IS THE CASE WITH ALLEGORIES, WITH PARABLES, WITH RIDDLES. WHATEVER WIND OF REASONING, THEREFORE, THESE SCORPIONS MAY CATCH (IN THEIR SAILS), WITH WHATEVER SUBTLETY THEY MAY ATTACK, THERE IS NOW ONE LINE OF DEFENSE: AN APPEAL WILL BE MADE TO THE FACTS THEMSELVES, WHETHER THEY OCCUR AS THE SCRIPTURES REPRESENT THAT THEY WOULD; SINCE ANOTHER THING WILL THEN BE MEANT IN THE SCRIPTURES IF THAT VERY ONE (WHICH SEEMS TO BE SO) IS NOT FOUND IN ACTUAL FACTS. FOR WHAT IS WRITTEN, MUST NEEDS COME TO PASS. BESIDES, WHAT IS WRITTEN WILL THEN COME TO PASS, IF SOMETHING DIFFERENT DOES NOT. BUT, LO! WE ARE BOTH REGARDED AS PERSONS TO BE HATED BY ALL MEN FOR THE, SAKE OF THE NAME, AS IT IS WRITTEN; AND ARE DELIVERED UP BY OUR NEAREST OF KIN ALSO, AS IT IS WRITTEN; AND ARE BROUGHT BEFORE MAGISTRATES, AND EXAMINED, AND TORTURED, AND MAKE CONFESSION, AND ARE RUTHLESSLY KILLED, AS IT IS WRITTEN. SO, THE LORD ORDAINED. IF HE ORDAINED THESE EVENTS OTHERWISE, WHY DO THEY NOT COME TO PASS OTHERWISE THAN HE ORDAINED THEM, THAT IS, AS HE ORDAINED THEM? AND YET THEY DO NOT COME TO PASS OTHERWISE THAN HE ORDAINED. THEREFORE, AS THEY COME TO PASS, SO HE ORDAINED; AND AS HE ORDAINED, SO THEY COME TO PASS. FOR NEITHER WOULD THEY HAVE BEEN PERMITTED TO OCCUR OTHERWISE THAN HE ORDAINED, NOR FOR HIS PART WOULD HE HAVE ORDAINED OTHERWISE THAN HE WOULD WISH THEM TO OCCUR. THUS, THESE PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE WILL NOT MEAN OUGHT ELSE THAN WE RECOGNIZE IN ACTUAL FACTS; OR IF THOSE EVENTS ARE NOT YET TAKING PLACE WHICH ARE ANNOUNCED, HOW ARE THOSE TAKING PLACE WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN ANNOUNCED? FOR THESE EVENTS WHICH ARE TAKING PLACE HAVE NOT BEEN ANNOUNCED, IF THOSE WHICH ARE ANNOUNCED ARE DIFFERENT, AND NOT THESE WHICH ARE TAKING PLACE. WELL NOW, SEEING THE VERY OCCURRENCES ARE MET WITH IN ACTUAL LIFE WHICH ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN EXPRESSED WITH A DIFFERENT MEANING IN WORDS, WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF THEY WERE FOUND TO HAVE COME TO PASS IN A DIFFERENT MANNER THAN HAD BEEN REVEALED? BUT THIS WILL BE THE WAYWARDNESS OF FAITH, NOT TO BELIEVE WHAT HAS BEEN DEMONSTRATED, TO ASSUME THE TRUTH OF WHAT HAS NOT BEEN DEMONSTRATED. AND TO THIS WAYWARDNESS I WILL OFFER THE FOLLOWING OBJECTION ALSO, THAT IF THESE EVENTS, WHICH OCCUR AS IS WRITTEN, WILL NOT BE THE VERY ONES WHICH ARE ANNOUNCED, THOSE TOO (WHICH ARE MEANT) OUGHT NOT TO OCCUR AS IS WRITTEN, THAT THEY THEMSELVES ALSO MAY NOT, AFTER THE EXAMPLE OF THESE OTHERS, BE IN DANGER OF EXCLUSION, SINCE THERE IS ONE THING IN THE WORDS AND ANOTHER IN THE FACTS; AND THERE REMAINS THAT EVEN THE EVENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED ARE NOT SEEN WHEN THEY OCCUR, IF THEY ARE ANNOUNCED OTHERWISE THAN THEY HAVE TO OCCUR. AND HOW WILL THOSE BE BELIEVED (TO HAVE COME TO PASS), WHICH WILL NOT HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED AS THEY COME TO PASS? THUS HERETICS, BY NOT BELIEVING WHAT IS ANNOUNCED AS IT HAS BEEN SHOWN TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE, BELIEVE WHAT HAS NOT BEEN EVEN ANNOUNCED. 
CHAP. XII. 
WHO, NOW, SHOULD KNOW BETTER THE MARROW OF THE SCRIPTURES THAN THE SCHOOL OF CHRIST ITSELF? THE PERSONS WHOM THE LORD BOTH CHOSE FOR HIMSELF AS SCHOLARS, CERTAINLY TO BE FULLY INSTRUCTED IN ALL POINTS, AND APPOINTED TO US FOR MASTERS TO INSTRUCT US IN ALL POINTS. TO WHOM WOULD HE HAVE RATHER MADE KNOWN THE VEILED IMPORT OF HIS OWN LANGUAGE, THAN TO HIM TO WHOM HE DISCLOSED THE LIKENESS OF HIS OWN GLORY--TO PETER, JOHN, AND JAMES, AND AFTERWARDS TO PAUL, TO WHOM HE GRANTED PARTICIPATION IN (THE JOYS OF) PARADISE TOO, PRIOR TO HIS MARTYRDOM? OR DO THEY ALSO WRITE DIFFERENTLY FROM WHAT THEY THINK--TEACHERS USING DECEIT, NOT TRUTH? ADDRESSING THE CHRISTIANS OF PONTUS, PETER, AT ALL EVENTS, SAYS, "HOW GREAT INDEED IS THE GLORY, IF YE SUFFER PATIENTLY, WITHOUT BEING PUNISHED AS EVILDOERS! FOR THIS IS A LOVELY FEATURE, AND EVEN HEREUNTO WERE YE CALLED, SINCE CHRIST ALSO SUFFERED FOR US, LEAVING YOU HIMSELF AS AN EXAMPLE, THAT YE SHOULD FOLLOW HIS OWN STEPS." AND AGAIN: "BELOVED, BE NOT ALARMED BY THE FIERY TRIAL WHICH IS TAKING PLACE AMONG YOU, AS THOUGH SOME STRANGE THING HAPPENED UNTO YOU. FOR, INASMUCH AS YE ARE PARTAKERS OF CHRIST'S SUFFERINGS, DO YE REJOICE; THAT, WHEN HIS GLORY SHALL BE REVEALED, YE MAY BE GLAD ALSO WITH EXCEEDING JOY. IF YE ARE REPROACHED FOR THE NAME OF CHRIST, HAPPY ARE YE; BECAUSE GLORY AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD REST UPON YOU: IF ONLY NONE OF YOU SUFFER AS A MURDERER, OR AS A THIEF, OR AS AN EVIL-DOER, OR AS A BUSYBODY IN OTHER MEN'S MATTERS; YET (IF ANY MAN SUFFER) AS A CHRISTIAN, LET HIM NOT BE ASHAMED, BUT LET HIM GLORIFY GOD ON THIS BEHALF." JOHN, IN FACT, EXHORTS US TO LAY DOWN OUR LIVES EVEN FOR OUR BRETHREN, AFFIRMING THAT THERE IS NO FEAR IN LOVE: "FOR PERFECT LOVE CASTETH OUT FEAR, SINCE FEAR HAS PUNISHMENT; AND HE WHO FEARS IS NOT PERFECT IN LOVE." WHAT FEAR WOULD IT BE BETTER TO UNDERSTAND (AS HERE MEANT), THAN THAT WHICH GIVES RISE TO DENIAL? WHAT LOVE DOES HE ASSERT TO BE PERFECT, BUT THAT WHICH PUTS FEAR TO FLIGHT, AND GIVES COURAGE TO CONFESS? WHAT PENALTY WILL HE APPOINT AS THE PUNISHMENT OF FEAR, BUT THAT WHICH HE WHO DENIES IS ABOUT TO PAY, WHO HAS TO BE SLAIN, BODY AND SOUL, IN HELL? AND IF HE TEACHES THAT WE MUST DIE FOR THE BRETHREN, HOW MUCH MORE FOR THE LORD, HE BEING SUFFICIENTLY PREPARED, BY HIS OWN REVELATION TOO, FORGIVING SUCH ADVICE! FOR INDEED THE SPIRIT HAD SENT THE INJUNCTION TO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA: "BEHOLD, THE DEVIL SHALL CAST SOME OF YOU INTO PRISON, THAT YE MAY BE TRIED TEN DAYS. BE THOU FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH, AND I WILL GIVE THEE A CROWN OF LIFE." ALSO, TO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN PERGAMUS (MENTION WAS MADE) OF ANTIPAS, THE VERY FAITHFUL MARTYR, WHO WAS SLAIN WHERE SATAN DWELLETH. ALSO, TO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA (IT WAS SIGNIFIED) THAT HE WHO HAD NOT DENIED THE NAME OF THE LORD WAS DELIVERED FROM THE LAST TRIAL. THEN TO EVERY CONQUEROR THE SPIRIT PROMISES NOW THE TREE OF LIFE, AND EXEMPTION FROM THE SECOND DEATH; NOW THE HIDDEN MANNA WITH THE STONE OF GLISTENING WHITENESS, AND THE NAME UNKNOWN ( TO EVERY MAN SAVE HIM THAT RECEIVETH IT); NOW POWER TO RULE WITH A ROD OF IRON, AND THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE MORNING STAR; NOW THE BEING CLOTHED IN WHITE RAIMENT, AND NOT HAVING THE NAME BLOTTED OUT OF THE BOOK OF LIFE, AND BEING MADE IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD A PILLAR WITH THE INSCRIPTION ON IT OF THE NAME OF GOD AND OF THE LORD, AND OF THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM; NOW A SITTING WITH THE LORD ON HIS THRONE,--WHICH ONCE WAS PERSISTENTLY REFUSED TO THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE. WHO, PRAY, ARE THESE SO BLESSED CONQUERORS, BUT MARTYRS IN THE STRICT SENSE OF THE WORD? FOR, INDEED THEIRS ARE THE VICTORIES WHOSE ALSO ARE THE FIGHTS; THEIRS, HOWEVER, ARE THE FIGHTS WHOSE ALSO IS THE BLOOD. BUT THE SOULS OF THE MARTYRS BOTH PEACEFULLY REST IN THE MEANTIME UNDER THE ALTAR, AND SUPPORT THEIR PATIENCE BY THE ASSURED HOPE OF REVENGE; AND, CLOTHED IN THEIR ROBES, WEAR THE DAZZLING HALO OF BRIGHTNESS, UNTIL OTHERS ALSO MAY FULLY SHARE IN THEIR GLORY. FOR YET AGAIN A COUNTLESS THRONG ARE REVEALED, CLOTHED IN WHITE AND DISTINGUISHED BY PALMS OF VICTORY, CELEBRATING THEIR TRIUMPH DOUBTLESS OVER ANTICHRIST, SINCE ONE OF THE ELDERS SAYS, "THESE ARE THEY WHO COME OUT OF THAT GREAT TRIBULATION, AND HAVE WASHED THEIR ROBES, AND MADE THEM WHITE IN THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB." FOR THE FLESH IS THE CLOTHING OF THE SOUL. THE UNCLEANNESS, INDEED, IS WASHED AWAY BY BAPTISM, BUT THE STAINS ARE CHANGED INTO DAZZLING WHITENESS BY MARTYRDOM. FOR ESAIAS ALSO PROMISES, THAT OUT OF RED AND SCARLET THERE WILL COME FORTH THE WHITENESS OF SNOW AND WOOL? WHEN GREAT BABYLON LIKEWISE IS REPRESENTED AS DRUNK WITH THE BLOOD OF THE SAINTS, DOUBTLESS THE SUPPLIES NEEDFUL FOR HER DRUNKENNESS ARE FURNISHED BY THE CUPS OF MARTYRDOMS; AND WHAT SUFFERING THE FEAR OF MARTYRDOMS WILL ENTAIL, IS IN LIKE MANNER SHOWN. FOR AMONG ALL THE CASTAWAYS, NAY, TAKING PRECEDENCE OF THEM ALL, ARE THE FEARFUL. "BUT THE FEARFUL," SAYS JOHN--AND THEN COME THE OTHERS--" WILL HAVE THEIR PART IN THE LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE." THUS FEAR, WHICH, AS STATED IN HIS EPISTLE, LOVE DRIVES OUT, HAS PUNISHMENT. 
CHAP. XIII. 
BUT HOW PAUL, AN APOSTLE, FROM BEING A PERSECUTOR, WHO FIRST OF ALL SHED THE BLOOD OF THE CHURCH, THOUGH AFTERWARDS HE EXCHANGED THE SWORD FOR THE PEN, AND TURNED THE DAGGER INTO A PLOUGH, BEING FIRST A RAVENING WOLF OF BENJAMIN, THEN HIMSELF SUPPLYING FOOD AS DID JACOB,--HOW HE, (I SAY,) SPEAKS IN FAVOR OF MARTYRDOMS, NOW TO BE CHOSEN BY HIMSELF ALSO, WHEN, REJOICING OVER THE THESSALONIANS, HE SAYS, "SO THAT WE GLORY IN YOU IN THE CHURCHES OF GOD, FOR YOUR PATIENCE AND FAITH IN ALL YOUR PERSECUTIONS AND TRIBULATIONS, IN WHICH YE ENDURE A MANIFESTATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT OF GOD, THAT YE MAY BE ACCOUNTED WORTHY OF HIS KINGDOM, FOR WHICH YE ALSO SUFFER! AS ALSO IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS: "AND NOT ONLY SO, BUT WE GLORY IN TRIBULATIONS ALSO, BEING SURE THAT TRIBULATION WORKETH PATIENCE, AND PATIENCE EXPERIENCE, AND EXPERIENCE HOPE; AND HOPE MAKETH NOT ASHAMED." AND AGAIN: "AND IF CHILDREN, THEN HEIRS, HEIRS INDEED OF GOD, AND JOINT-HEIRS WITH CHRIST: IF SO BE THAT WE SUFFER WITH HIM, THAT WE MAY BE ALSO GLORIFIED TOGETHER. FOR I RECKON THAT THE SUFFERINGS OF THIS TIME ARE NOT WORTHY TO BE COMPARED WITH THE GLORY WHICH SHALL BE REVEALED IN US." AND THEREFORE, HE AFTERWARD SAYS: "WHO SHALL SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD? SHALL TRIBULATION, OR DISTRESS, OR FAMINE, OR NAKEDNESS, OR PERIL, OR SWORD? (AS IT IS WRITTEN: FOR THY SAKE WE ARE KILLED ALL THE DAY LONG; WE HAVE BEEN COUNTED AS SHEEP FOR THE SLAUGHTER,) NAY, IN ALL THESE THINGS WE ARE MORE THAN CONQUERORS, THROUGH HIM WHO LOVED US. FOR WE ARE PERSUADED, THAT NEITHER DEATH, NOR LIFE, NOR POWER, NOR HEIGHT, NOR DEPTH, NOR ANY OTHER CREATURE, SHALL BE ABLE TO SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD, WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD." BUT FURTHER, IN RECOUNTING HIS OWN SUFFERINGS TO THE CORINTHIANS, HE CERTAINLY DECIDED THAT SUFFERING MUST BE BORNE: "IN LABORS, (HE SAYS,) MORE ABUNDANT, IN PRISONS VERY FREQUENT, IN DEATHS OFT. OF THE JEWS FIVE TIMES RECEIVED I FORTY STRIPES, SAVE ONE; THRICE WAS I BEATEN WITH RODS; ONCE WAS I STONED," AND THE REST. AND IF THESE SEVERITIES WILL SEEM TO BE MORE GRIEVOUS THAN MARTYRDOMS, YET ONCE MORE HE SAYS: "THEREFORE I TAKE PLEASURE IN INFIRMITIES, IN REPROACHES, IN NECESSITIES, IN PERSECUTIONS, IN DISTRESSES FOR CHRIST'S SAKE." HE ALSO SAYS, IN VERSES OCCURRING IN A PREVIOUS PART OF THE EPISTLE: "OUR CONDITION IS SUCH, THAT WE ARE TROUBLED ON EVERY SIDE, YET NOT DISTRESSED; AND ARE IN NEED, BUT NOT IN UTTER WANT; SINCE WE ARE HARASSED BY PERSECUTIONS, BUT NOT FORSAKEN; IT IS SUCH THAT WE ARE EAST DOWN, BUT NOT DESTROYED; ALWAYS BEARING ABOUT IN OUR BODY THE DYING OF CHRIST." "BUT THOUGH," SAYS HE, "OUR OUTWARD MAN PERISHETH"--THE FLESH DOUBTLESS, BY THE VIOLENCE OF PERSECUTIONS-"YET THE INWARD MAN IS RENEWED DAY BY DAY"--THE SOUL, DOUBTLESS, BY HOPE IN THE PROMISES. "FOR OUR LIGHT AFFLICTION, WHICH IS BUT FOR A MOMENT, WORKETH FOR US A FAR MORE EXCEEDING AND ETERNAL WEIGHT OF GLORY; WHILE WE LOOK NOT AT THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN, BUT AT THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT SEEN. FOR THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN ARE TEMPORAL"--HE IS SPEAKING OF TROUBLES;" BUT THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT SEEN ARE ETERNAL"--HE IS PROMISING REWARDS. BUT WRITING IN BONDS TO THE THESSALONIANS, HE CERTAINLY AFFIRMED THAT THEY WERE BLESSED, SINCE TO THEM IT HAD BEEN GIVEN NOT ONLY TO BELIEVE ON CHRIST, BUT ALSO TO SUFFER FOR HIS SAKE. "HAVING," SAYS HE, "THE SAME CONFLIER WHICH YE BOTH SAW IN ME, AND NOW HEAR TO BE IN ME." "FOR THOUGH I ARE OFFERED UPON THE SACRIFICE, I JOY AND REJOICE WITH YOU ALL; IN LIKE MANNER DO YE ALSO JOY AND REJOICE WITH ME." YOU SEE WHAT HE DECIDES THE BLISS OF MARTYRDOM TO BE, IN HONOUR OF WHICH HE IS PROVIDING A FESTIVAL OF MUTUAL JOY. WHEN AT LENGTH HE HAD COME TO BE VERY NEAR THE ATTAINMENT OF HIS DESIRE, GREATLY REJOICING IN WHAT HE SAW BEFORE HIM, HE WRITES IN THESE TERMS TO TIMOTHY: "FOR I AM ALREADY BEING OFFERED, AND THE TIME OF MY DEPARTURE IS AT HAND. I HAVE FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT, I HAVE FINISHED MY COURSE, I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH; THERE IS LAID UP FOR ME THE CROWN WHICH THE LORD WILL GIVE ME ON THAT DAY"--DOUBTLESS OF HIS SUFFERING. ADMONITION ENOUGH DID HE FOR HIS PART ALSO GIVE IN PRECEDING PASSAGES: "IT IS A FAITHFUL SAYING: FOR IF WE ARE DEAD WITH CHRIST, WE SHALL ALSO LIVE WITH HIM; IF WE SUFFER, WE SHALL ALSO REIGN WITH HIM; IF WE DENY HIM, HE ALSO WILL DENY US; IF WE BELIEVE NOT, YET HE IS FAITHFUL: HE CANNOT DENY HIMSELF." "BE NOT THOU, THEREFORE, ASHAMED OF THE TESTIMONY OF OUR LORD, NOR OF ME HIS PRISONER;" FOR HE HAD SAID BEFORE: "FOR GOD HATH NOT GIVEN US THE SPIRIT OF FEAR, BUT OF POWER, AND OF LOVE, AND OF A SOUND MIND." FOR WE SUFFER WITH POWER FROM LOVE TOWARD GOD, AND WITH A SOUND MIND, WHEN WE SUFFER FOR OUR BLAMELESSNESS. BUT FURTHER, IF HE ANYWHERE ENJOINS ENDURANCE, FOR WHAT MORE THAN FOR SUFFERINGS IS HE PROVIDING IT? IF ANYWHERE HE TEARS MEN AWAY FROM IDOLATRY, WHAT MORE THAN MARTYRDOMS TAKES THE LEAD, IN TEARING THEM AWAY TO ITS INJURY? 
CHAP. XIV. 
NO DOUBT THE APOSTLE ADMONISHES THE ROMANS TO BE SUBJECT TO ALL POWER, BECAUSE THERE IS NO POWER BUT OF GOD, AND BECAUSE (THE RULER) DOES NOT CARRY THE SWORD WITHOUT REASON, AND IS THE SERVANT OF GOD, NAY ALSO, SAYS HE, A REVENGER TO EXECUTE WRATH UPON HIM THAT DOETH EVIL. FOR HE HAD ALSO PREVIOUSLY SPOKEN THUS: "FOR RULERS ARE NOT A TERROR TO A GOOD WORK, BUT TO AN EVIL. WILT THOU THEN NOT BE AFRAID OF THE POWER? DO THAT WHICH IS GOOD, AND THOU SHALL HAVE PRAISE OF IT. THEREFORE, HE IS A MINISTER OF GOD TO THEE FOR GOOD. BUT IF THOU DO THAT WHICH IS EVIL, BE AFRAID." THUS, HE BIDS YOU BE SUBJECT TO THE POWERS, NOT ON AN OPPORTUNITY OCCURRING FOR HIS AVOIDING MARTYRDOM, BUT WHEN HE IS MAKING AN APPEAL IN BEHALF OF A GOOD LIFE, UNDER THE VIEW ALSO OF THEIR BEING AS IT WERE ASSISTANTS BESTOWED UPON RIGHTEOUSNESS, AS IT WERE HANDMAIDS OF THE DIVINE COURT OF JUSTICE, WHICH EVEN HERE PRONOUNCES SENTENCE BEFOREHAND UPON THE GUILTY. THEN HE GOES ON ALSO TO SHOW HOW HE WISHES YOU TO BE SUBJECT TO THE POWERS, BIDDING YOU PAY "TRIBUTE TO WHOM TRIBUTE IS DUE, CUSTOM TO WHOM CUSTOM," THAT IS, THE THINGS WHICH ARE CAESAR'S TO CAESAR, AND THE THINGS WHICH ARE GOD'S TO GOD; BUT MAN IS THE PROPERTY OF GOD ALONE. PETER, NO DOUBT, HAD LIKEWISE SAID THAT THE KING INDEED MUST BE HONORED, YET SO THAT THE KING BE HONORED ONLY WHEN HE KEEPS TO HIS OWN SPHERE, WHEN HE IS FAR FROM ASSUMING DIVINE HONORS; BECAUSE BOTH FATHER AND MOTHER WILL BE LOVED ALONG WITH GOD, NOT PUT ON AN EQUALITY WITH HIM. BESIDES, ONE WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO LOVE EVEN LIFE MORE THAN GOD. 
CHAP. XV. 
NOW, THEN, THE EPISTLES OF THE APOSTLES ALSO ARE WELL KNOWN. AND DO WE, (YOU SAY), IN ALL RESPECT’S GUILELESS SOULS AND DOVES MERELY, LOVE TO GO ASTRAY? I SHOULD THINK FROM EAGERNESS TO LIVE. BUT LET IT BE SO, THAT MEANING DEPARTS FROM THEIR EPISTLES. AND YET, THAT THE APOSTLES ENDURED SUCH SUFFERINGS, WE KNOW: THE TEACHING IS CLEAR. THIS ONLY I PERCEIVE IN RUNNING THROUGH THE ACTS. I AM NOT AT ALL ON THE SEARCH. THE PRISONS THERE, AND THE BONDS, AND THE SCOURGES, AND THE BIG STONES, AND THE SWORDS, AND THE ONSETS BY THE JEWS, AND THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE HEATHEN, AND THE INDICTMENTS BY TRIBUNES, AND THE HEARING OF CAUSES BY KINGS, AND THE JUDGMENT-SEATS OF PROCONSULS AND THE NAME OF CAESAR, DO NOT NEED AN INTERPRETER. THAT PETER IS STRUCK, THAT STEPHEN IS OVERWHELMED BY STONES, THAT JAMES IS SLAIN AS IS A VICTIM AT THE ALTAR, THAT PAUL IS BEHEADED HAS BEEN WRITTEN IN THEIR OWN BLOOD. AND IF A HERETIC WISHES HIS CONFIDENCE TO REST UPON A PUBLIC RECORD, THE ARCHIVES OF THE EMPIRE WILL SPEAK, AS WOULD THE STONES OF JERUSALEM. WE READ THE LIVES OF THE CAESARS: AT ROME NERO WAS THE FIRST WHO STAINED WITH BLOOD THE RISING FAITH. THEN IS PETER GIRT BY ANOTHER, WHEN HE IS MADE FAST TO THE CROSS. THEN DOES PAUL OBTAIN A BIRTH SUITED TO ROMAN CITIZENSHIP, WHEN IN ROME HE SPRINGS TO LIFE AGAIN ENNOBLED BY MARTYRDOM. WHEREVER I READ OF THESE OCCURRENCER SO SOON AS I DO SO, I LEARN TO SUFFER; NOR DOES IT SIGNIFY TO ME WHICH I FOLLOW AS TEACHERS OF MARTYRDOM, WHETHER THE DECLARATIONS OR THE DEATHS OF THE APOSTLES, SAVE THAT IN THEIR DEATHS I RECALL THEIR DECLARATIONS ALSO. FOR THEY WOULD NOT HAVE SUFFERED OUGHT OF A KIND THEY HAD NOT PREVIOUSLY KNOWN THEY HAD TO SUFFER. WHEN AGABUS, MAKING USE OF CORRESPONDING ACTION TOO, HAD FORETOLD THAT BONDS AWAITED PAUL, THE DISCIPLES, WEEPING AND ENTREATING THAT HE WOULD NOT VENTURE UPON GOING TO JERUSALEM, ENTREATED IN VAIN. AS FOR HIM, HAVING A MIND TO ILLUSTRATE WHAT HE HAD ALWAYS TAUGHT, HE SAYS, "WHY WEEP YE, AND GRIEVE MY HEART? BUT FOR MY PART, I COULD WISH NOT ONLY TO SUFFER BONDS, BUT ALSO TO DIE AT JERUSALEM, FOR THE NAME OF MY LORD JESUS CHRIST." AND SO, THEY YIELDED BY SAYING, "LET THE WILL OF THE LORD BE DONE;" FEELING SURE, DOUBTLESS, THAT SUFFERINGS ARE INCLUDED IN THE WILL OF GOD. FOR THEY HAD TRIED TO KEEP HIM BACK WITH THE INTENTION NOT OF DISSUADING, BUT TO SHOW LOVE FOR HIM; AS YEARNING FOR (THE PRESERVATION OF) THE APOSTLE, NOT AS COUNSELLING AGAINST MARTYRDOM. AND IF EVEN THEN A PRODICUS OR VALENTINUS STOOD BY, SUGGESTING THAT ONE MUST NOT CONFESS ON THE EARTH BEFORE MEN, AND MUST DO SO THE LESS IN TRUTH, THAT GOD MAY NOT (SEEM TO) THIRST FOR BLOOD, AND CHRIST FOR A REPAYMENT OF SUFFERING, AS THOUGH HE BESOUGHT IT WITH THE VIEW OF OBTAINING SALVATION BY IT FOR HIMSELF ALSO, HE WOULD HAVE IMMEDIATELY HEARD FROM THE SERVANT OF GOD WHAT THE DEVIL HAD FROM THE LORD: "GET THEE BEHIND ME, SATAN; THOU ART AN OFFENCE UNTO ME. IT IS WRITTEN, THOU SHALT WORSHIP THE LORD THY GOD, AND HIM ONLY SHALT THOU SERVE." BUT EVEN NOW IT WILL BE RIGHT THAT HE HEARS IT, SEEING THAT, LONG AFTER, HE HAS POURED FORTH THESE POISONS, WHICH NOT EVEN THUS ARE TO INJURE READILY ANY OF THE WEAK ONES, IF ANY ONE IN FAITH WILL DRINK, BEFORE BEING HURT, OR EVEN IMMEDIATELY AFTER, THIS DRAUGHT OF OURS. 
ST. EPHRAIM
PROSE REFUTATIONS AGAINST MANI, MARCION, AND BARDAISAN
SAINT EPHRAIM'S PROSE REFUTATIONS: THIRD DISCOURSE TO HYPATIUS
MARCION'S TEACHING, THE HEAVENS OF THE STRANGER. 
I DESIRE TO UTTER ONE MORE REFUTATION AGAINST THE THREE OF THEM (MARCION, MANI, AND BARDAISAN), THAT IS AGAINST MARCION IN THE FIRST PLACE WHO (SAYS) THAT A HEAVEN IS FOUND ALSO BENEATH THE STRANGER. LET US ASK WHO BEARS UP THOSE HEAVENS, AND WHAT IS IN THEM. FOR A POWER IS NECESSARY TO BEAR THEM. OR CAN IT BE THAT THE HEAVENS OF THE STRANGER ARE RESTING ON THE HEAVENS OF THE MAKER, SO THAT HE IS THE ALL-SUSTAINING MAKER, AS INDEED IS THE CASE? BUT IF THEY SAY THAT THE HEAVENS OF THE STRANGER HANG BY THE POWER OF THE STRANGER, WE ALSO WILL DEAL FROWARDLY WITH THE FROWARD, (AND SAY) THAT HE WHO IS ABOVE THE HEAVENS CANNOT SUPPORT THE HEAVENS, BUT (ONLY) IF HE WERE BENEATH THEM. BUT IF HE IS THE SAME PERSON WHO IS ABOVE THE HEAVENS AND BELOW THEM, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE PLACE OF HIS POSSESSIONS IS THE SAME, AND IN THE MIDST OF IT ARE COLLECTED THOSE SOULS WHOM ISU BROUGHT UP HENCE. FOR A SUPPORTER IS REQUIRED FOR THOSE HEAVY SOULS WHOM HE BROUGHT UP THENCE . . . [ INASMUCH AS WHEN HIS POSSESSIONS ARE FOUND ENFOLDED WITHIN HIS BOSOM THERE IS REQUIRED FOR THEM ANOTHER POWER WHICH SUPPORTS THEM.] FOR WE CANNOT ACCEPT FROM THEM JUST AS THEY DO NOT ACCEPT FROM US I THAT THERE SHOULD BE ANYTHING SET UP WITHOUT A FOUNDATION.
THE HEAVENS OF THE STRANGER AND HIS BOUNDARIES
BUT KNOW THAT IF THE STRANGER HAS HEAVENS WHICH HAVE BEEN CREATED FROM NOTHING, WE MUST INQUIRE BY WHOM THEY WERE CREATED. AND IF THEY ARE HIS IN VIRTUE OF (THEIR) 'ESSENTIAL BEING' BENEATH HIM, WHICH HE CANNOT CROSS. AND JUST AS HE IS NOT ABLE TO GO FORTH FROM THAT PLACE WHICH SURROUNDS HIM SO AS TO BE SOMETHING WHICH DOES NOT EXIST IN A PLACE, AND HAS NO CREATOR, SO HE IS NOT ABLE TO CROSS THAT BOUNDARY WHICH IS BENEATH HIM. NOR WERE THE SOULS ABLE TO GO UP HENCE TO CROSS IT.
THE RELATIONS OF THE STRANGER AND THE MAKER.
BUT IF THAT BOUNDARY WAS CAPABLE OF BEING CROSSED SO THAT ALSO THE STRANGER CROSSED IT AND CAME DOWN TO US, AS THEY SAY, AND THE SOULS ALSO RENT IT ASUNDER AND ASCENDED, AS THEY FALSELY STATE, THEN (IT FOLLOWS THAT) A BOUNDARY WHICH COULD BE CROSSED WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO PREVENT THE MAKER FROM GOING UP TO THE DOMAIN OF THE STRANGER. IF, THEREFORE, WHEN HE WAS ABLE TO GO UP, HE WAS UNWILLING TO TRAMPLE DOWN THE BOUNDARY OF HIS COMPANION, HE IS A GOD WHO IS WORTHY OF PRAISE, SINCE EVEN THOSE THINGS WHICH HE (I.E., MARCION) HAS INVENTED, REDOUND (LIT., CRY OUT) TO HIS PRAISE. BUT IF HE HAD THE WILL TO GO UP, AND THE STRANGER ABOVE ALLOWED HIM, LET THEM SHOW US WHY.... AND IF THE GOOD (BEING) WAS GUARDING HIMSELF, HE WAS VERILY AFRAID LEST HE (I.E., THE MAKER) SHOULD INJURE HIM. AND HOW DID HE WHO WAS AFRAID IN HIS OWN DOMAIN, COME TO THE DOMAIN OF THE MAKER TO STRUGGLE WITH HIM? AND IF HE GUARDED HIS FREEDOM THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO STRIFE AND CONTENTION BETWEEN HIM AND HIS NEIGHBOR, LET HIS HERALDS BE DESPISED WHO MAKE HIM QUARRELSOME AND CONTENTIOUS. AND IF THEY SAY THAT THE MAKER DID NOT PERCEIVE THE STRANGER, IT IS UNLIKELY. FOR HOW DID HE NOT PERCEIVE HIM WHEN HE WAS HIS NEIGHBOR? AND IF THEY SAY THAT HE WAS FAR FROM HIM, INFINITELY FAR, IF IT WAS A MOUNTAIN IMMEASURABLE AND AN ENDLESS PATH, AND A VAST EXTENT WITHOUT ANY LIMIT, THEN HOW WAS THAT STRANGER ABLE TO PROCEED AND COME DOWN THE IMMEASURABLE MOUNTAIN, AND (THROUGH) A DEAD REGION IN WHICH THERE WAS NO LIVING AIR, AND (ACROSS) A BITTER WASTE WHICH NOTHING HAD EVER CROSSED? AND IF THEY MAKE THE IMPROBABLE STATEMENT THAT "THE STRANGER LIKE A MAN OF WAR WAS ABLE TO COME," WELL IF HE CAME AS A MAN OF WAR-[THOUGH HE DID NOT COME), (TAKE THE CASE OF) THOSE WEAK SOULS WHOM HE BROUGHT UP HENCE, HOW WERE THESE SICKLY ONES ABLE TO TRAVEL THROUGH ALL THAT REGION WHICH GOD THEIR MAKER AND CREATOR WAS NOT ABLE TO TRAVERSE, AS THEY SAY?
SURELY THE MAKER COULD REACH THE DOMAIN OF THE STRANGER
AND IF THEY SAY THAT THESE WERE ABLE BUT THEIR MAKER WAS NOT, IF THEY SAY ANYTHING THEY LIKE, THEY MUST HEAR SOMETHING THEY DISLIKE, (NAMELY), THAT IF THE SOUL, WHICH IS ALL THE CREATION OF THIS CREATOR, WAS STRONG ENOUGH SO THAT WITH THE STRENGTH OF THE STRANGER, IT WAS ABLE TO CROSS AND TO GO, AND DID NOT REMAIN ANYWHERE(?) ON THAT IMMEASURABLE JOURNEY, HOW MUCH MORE ABLE WOULD THE CREATOR BE TO GO, NOT ONLY UP TO THE DOMAIN OF THE STRANGER, BUT EVEN TO EXPLORE THE OTHER REGIONS INSIDE OF IT, IF THERE WERE ANY THERE !... [ THOU MAYEST KNOW THAT THE SYSTEM OF STATEMENTS THAT THEY MAKE IS IMPOSSIBLE.) FOR (BEING) A PERSON WHO GROWS NOT OLD NOR EVER DIES OR GROWS WEARY, WHO HAS NO NEED OF A CONVEYANCE OF ANY KIND, AND REQUIRES NO FOOD, AND IN THAT DOMAIN, THERE WERE NO WALLS TO HINDER HIM, HOW WAS THE MAKER HINDERED FROM TRAVELLING TO SEE WHAT WAS ABOVE HIM, (TO SEE) WHETHER THAT DOMAIN WAS EMPTY OR HAD SOMETHING IN IT OR NOT? BUT IF HE REACHED THE HEAVENS OF THE STRANGER, EVEN IF HE DID NOT ACTUALLY ENTER, HE MUST HAVE STRUCK THEM TO SEE WHAT THEY WERE OR WHOSE THEY WERE.
THE STRANGER AND HIS DOMAIN
AND WHEN THE STRANGER WENT FORTH FROM HIS DOMAIN TO COME HITHER, IT IS CLEAR THAT HE VACATED HIS DOMAIN. FOR ANYTHING WHICH IS LIMITED, AND IN THE MIDST OF A PLACE, WHEN IT GOES FORTH FROM ITS PLACE, THE WHOLE OF IT GOES FORTH AND NO PART OF IT REMAINS IN ITS PLACE. BUT IF HALF OF IT GOES FORTH AND HALF REMAINS, OR SOME PORTION OF IT, THESE THINGS PROVE CONCERNING ITS NATURE THAT IT IS DIVISIBLE. AND IF AGAIN THEY WISH TO CHANGE THEIR GROUND, AND SAY A THING WHICH CANNOT BE, (NAMELY), THAT WHEN HE WENT FORTH TO COME FROM HIS DOMAIN, HIS DOMAIN WAS NOT DEPRIVED OF HIM AT ALL, BECAUSE HE IS A FULLNESS WHICH DOES NOT LACK, AND A GREATNESS WHICH IS NOT LESSENED, THEN HOW WAS HIS DOMAIN FULL OF HIM, AND THE DOMAIN WHICH WAS IN THE MIDDLE FULL OF HIM-A PLACE INFINITE AND UNLIMITED? AND, MOREOVER, THE DOMAIN OF THE MAKER WOULD BE FULL OF HIM (I.E., OF THE STRANGER), AND THIS CREATION WOULD BE FULL OF HIM; EVEN UNTO SHEOL BENEATH WOULD HIS EXTENT REACH. IF BEFORE HE WENT OUT, HE WAS THE SOLE OCCUPANT (LIT., FULLNESS) OF THAT DOMAIN WHEREIN HE DWELT, AND AFTER HE WENT OUT THAT DOMAIN WAS LIKEWISE FULL OF HIM AS BEFORE, IT IS CLEAR THAT HE IS SOMETHING WHICH WAS FOUND TO BELONG TO THAT DOMAIN, AND WAS (NEVERTHELESS) OUTSIDE. 
HOW THE STRANGER MAY BE BOTH INSIDE AND OUTSIDE OF HIS DOMAIN
IT IS NECESSARY THAT WE SHOULD INQUIRE WHENCE THIS ADDITION AROSE OR PERHAPS SOME VEIL WAS UPON HIS FACE AS UPON THE FACE OF THE SUN; AND WHEN THAT VEIL WAS DRAWN ASIDE, HE EXTENDED HIS RAYS UNTO US. AND WHEN HE GATHERED HIMSELF IN AND CONFINED HIMSELF TO HIS DOMAIN, HE FILLED THE WHOLE OF THE DOMAIN IN WHICH HE DWELT FROM OF OLD. AND IT IS NECESSARY THAT WE SHOULD INQUIRE FROM WHENCE ARE THOSE CAUSES WHICH AROSE IN FRONT OF HIM, AND IMPEDED THE LIGHT; AND HERE HIS NATURE IS FOUND TO FILL ALL (SPACE), AND OUR PLACE IS NOT FOUND TO BE FOREIGN TO HIS RAYS, JUST AS ALSO THE VAULT OF CREATION IS NOT FOREIGN TO THE RAYS OF THE SUN, EVEN IF BY MEANS OF OTHER VEILS IT IS CONCEALED FROM US.
IF THE MARCIONITES USE THE LIGHT TO ILLUSTRATE THE OMNI-PRESENCE OF THE STRANGER, THEY DISHONOR HIM.
BUT THE SUN IS ONE THING AND ITS EFFULGENCE IS ANOTHER THING. FOR THE SUN HAS SUBSTANCE AND A CIRCUMFERENCE, TOO, AND THE EYE SETS BOUNDS TO THE SUN, BUT ITS EFFULGENCE HAS NO LIMIT AND SUB-STANCE. FOR THE EYE CANNOT SET BOUNDS TO IT. AND BY THIS PROOF IT IS DISCOVERED THAT THE CHILD IS GREATER THAN ITS PARENT, SINCE THE PARENT IS LIMITED AND THE CHILD THAT SPRINGS FROM THE PARENT UNLIMITED. BUT IT (I.E., THE EFFULGENCE) IS NOT REALLY GREATER; IT REALLY IS LESS THAN IT, IN THAT IT HAS NOT SUBSTANCE LIKE IT (I.E., THE SUN). BUT BECAUSE ALSO THE SUN IS FIRE, WE LEARN TO KNOW IT (I.E., THE SUN) FROM THIS LOWER FIRE; FOR THUS ALSO A FLAME OF FIRE HAS A SUBSTANCE, BUT THE LIGHT OF THE FIRE HAS NO SUBSTANCE. AND BODIES COME AND GO IN THE MIDST OF ITS LIGHT AND ARE NOT INJURED, BUT BODIES CANNOT APPROACH VERY NEAR TO THE SUBSTANCE (OF THE FLAME). AND JUST AS THERE ARE FLOWERS OR BLOSSOMS OR ONE OF THE ROOTS WHICH HAVE SWEET-SMELLING FRUITS AND ONE SMALL PLACE IS ABLE TO ACCOMMODATE THEM BECAUSE THEY ARE SUBSTANCES, BUT THEIR SCENT IS DIFFUSED OUTSIDE OF THEM BECAUSE IT HAS NO LOCALIZED SUBSTANCE; AND WE DO NOT SAY THAT THE SCENT OF SPICES IS MORE THAN THE SPICES, OR THE PERFUMES OF OINTMENTS MORE THAN THE OINTMENTS, FOR THEY THEMSELVES ARE SOLD FOR A PRICE, BUT THE SCENT OF FRAGRANT HERBS IS FREELY GIVEN TO ALL WHO COME NEAR THEM; AND (JUST AS) THE CENSER CANNOT FILL THE HOUSE, BUT ITS SMOKE IS GREATER THAN THE HOUSE, FOR IT IS EVEN DIFFUSED OUTSIDE OF IT, (SO) IF THEY HAVE MADE, THEREFORE, THEIR GOD LIKE A PERFUME, WHICH IS DISSIPATED AND LIKE A FLAME WHICH IS SCATTERED, THOUGH THEY WISH TO HONOR HIM, THEY REDUCE HIM TO INFERIORITY, FOR THEY MAKE HIM (TO BE) WITHOUT AN IN-DEPENDENT SUBSTANTIAL EXISTENCE.
BARDAISAN'S TEACHING; WHAT SUPPORTS HIS ENTITIES IN SPACE?
AGAIN, LET THE PARTY OF BARDAISAN BE ASKED CONCERNING THOSE ENTITIES WHICH HE SPEAKS OF, WHAT SUPPORTS THESE THINGS OF HIS ALSO, SEEING THAT THEY ARE PLACED IN A DESERTED AND EMPTY SPACE IN WHICH THERE IS NO BREATH OF AIR SUPPORTING ALL, ESPECIALLY INASMUCH AS HE MENTIONS THAT THERE ARE BOTH LIGHT AND HEAVY ENTITIES THERE? FOR LIGHT IS LIGHTER THAN WIND AND WIND THAN FIRE, JUST AS ALSO FIRE IS LIGHTER THAN WATER. BUT LIGHT AND HEAVY THINGS CANNOT EXIST UNITEDLY IN ONE ENCLOSURE WITHOUT THE FORCE OF ANOTHER (SUPPORTING THEM). FOR THE LIGHT (THING) MUST DWELL ABOVE JUST AS THE HEAVY (THING) BENEATH ALL. THEREFORE, FIRE CANNOT EXIST IN THE SAME RANK IN WHICH LIGHT EXISTS, NOR CAN WATER, WHICH IS HEAVY, BE IN RANK OF FIRE, OR OF WIND, BECAUSE THERE IS NO FORCE TO SUPPORT THEM. WATER, PUTS AN END TO FIRE, WHICH IS OPPOSITE IT. FOR HEAVINESS AND WEIGHT CANNOT EXIST IN ONE RANK JUST AS THEY CANNOT BY THE SAME WEIGHT…THINGS WHICH ARE LIGHT AND HEAVY IN THE MIDST OF WATER OR IN AIR. THESE THINGS CONVINCE CONCERNING THEMSELVES HOW (FAR) THE HEAVY APPROACH THE LIGHT. AND IF THESE WHICH ARE HEAVIER BY MEASURE THAN THEIR COMPANIONS, DO GREATLY FLEE TOWARDS THE DEPTHS, HOW MUCH MORE DISTANT FROM THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE BENEATH, WITHOUT WEIGHT AND WITHOUT MEASURE, WILL THE DARKNESS BE WHICH EXISTS MORE HEAVILY THAN ALL! FOR LO, ALL ITS HEAVINESS, TOO, IS BENEATH ALL... [HOW DID THE DARKNESS] GO UP FROM THEM BECAUSE ITS HEAVINESS...BUT IF IT IS ABLE TO EXIST AND BE QUIET, LET THEM TELL US WHAT THING IT WAS WHICH CAME UPON ITS HEAVINESS (?) ...FOR IT IS UNABLE TO BE RAISED BY ITSELF...BUT IF THEY SAY THAT IT CROSSED ITS BOUNDARY AND WHEN IT CROSSED IT, IT CROSSED IT IN AN UPWARD DIRECTION, THEN (LET ME ASK), WHICH IS EASIER-FOR A HEAVY THING TO GO UPWARDS, WHICH IS NOT NATURAL, OR TO BE SENT DOWNWARDS ACCORDING TO ITS NATURE? FOR SO... [OWING TO SOME CAUSE OR OTHER] TO CROSS ITS BOUNDARY AND MAKE AN ASSAULT UPWARDS. ABOVE ALL [THE PROPER NATURE OF ITS (I.E., OF THE DARKNESS) HEAVINESS, DEMANDS THAT IT] SHOULD BE CONTINUALLY SENT BENEATH. AND BECAUSE FROM OF OLD AND FROM ETERNITY EVERYTHING WAS ACTUALLY GOING DOWN AND DOWN THE FIRE WOULD NOT BE ABLE [TO FIND ITS WAY DOWN THROUGH THE GREAT DISTANCE TO THE DARKNESS BENEATH OR TO REACH) THE DEPTHS WHICH ARE IMMEASURABLE.
IF A PRIMAL WIND STIRRED UP THE ENTITIES, WHO CAUSED THIS WIND? GOD?
BUT LET US INQUIRE AS TO THIS FIRE, WHAT WAS THE CAUSE THAT STIRRED IT UP ALSO TO CROSS THE BOUNDARY WHICH IT HAD NEVER CROSSED BEFORE? THEY SAY THAT THE WIND BEAT UPON IT AND STIRRED IT UP. LET US COME TO THE SUCCESSION OF CAUSES AND LET US ASK ALSO CONCERNING THE WIND, WHAT STIRRED IT UP TOO? AND IF THE CAUSES ARE MULTIPLIED, WHAT, THEN, WAS THAT WHICH WAS THE CAUSE OF ALL THE CAUSES? IF IT BE NOT KNOWN, THERE IS A GREAT ERROR, BUT IF IT BE KNOWN, THERE IS A RIGHT QUESTION IN REPLY TO WHICH A TRUE ARGUMENT SHOULD BE OFFERED. FOR IF IT WAS GOD, THEN HE IS THE CAUSE OF ALL CONFUSION, HE WHO DISTURBED THINGS IN THEIR STATE OF ORDER AND MINGLED THINGS THAT WERE PURE AND INTRODUCED STRIFE AND CONTENTION AMONG NATURES THAT WERE AT PEACE; THEN HE WHO, THEY SAY, IS THE REAL CAUSE OF ALL BEAUTY TURNS OUT TO BE THE CAUSE OF ALL UGLINESS. BUT WHOEVER STIRRED UP THAT EVIL WHICH WAS ASLEEP, AND GAVE POWER TO WHAT WAS POWERLESS AND FOUND OUT A METHOD AND ARRANGED THE CAUSE TO MAKE THE EVIL CROSS THE BOUNDARY, A THING THAT HAD NEVER CROSSED ITS BOUNDARY, THAT MISDEED OF HIS TEACHES US WHAT NAME WE SHOULD GIVE HIM, WITH WHAT EYE WE SHOULD LOOK UPON HIM, AND WITH WHAT AMAZEMENT WE SHOULD WONDER AT HIM!
WHY WOULD THE UPPER BEING DO SO?
BUT IF THE SAME UPPER BEING STIRRED THE ELEMENT OF THE WIND IN A MANNER CONTRARY TO ITS NATURE, THEN THAT UPPER BEING MUST HAVE CREPT AND COME DOWN FROM HIS NATURAL HEIGHT; AND WHAT CAUSE, THEN, STIRRED HIM UP, TOO, THAT HE SHOULD HURL CONTENTION AND STRIFE AMONG THE ENTITIES AND NATURES WHICH WERE IN A PEACEFUL STATE, AND, IF THEY KNOW NOT, WHENCE DID THIS CAUSE SPRING? FOR AS REGARDS THESE OTHER THINGS WHICH THEY SAY CONCERNING THE ENTITIES, WHENCE DID THEY LEARN THAT THEY ARE AS THEY SAY? IF THE SPIRIT OF REVELATION MADE (IT) KNOWN TO THEM, IT OUGHT TO HAVE REVEALED TO THEM (SOMETHING) CONCERNING THE CAUSE ON WHICH ALL THE CAUSES DEPENDED. BUT ONE MUST WONDER AT THIS WIND THAT IT WAS NOT REVEALED TO MOSES, THE CHIEF OF THE PROPHETS, WHO DIVIDED THE SEA AND WENT THROUGH ITS MIDST, NOR AGAIN TO SIMON, THE CHIEF OF THE APOSTLES, WAS IT REVEALED, HE WHO WENT DOWN AND WALKED UPON THE WATERS, AND MOVED LIGHTLY UPON THE WAVES OF THE SEA! BUT IT WAS REVEALED TO THIS BARDAISAN WHO WAS UNABLE TO PREVENT THE DEW WHICH DROPPED UPON HIS BED! BUT LET THEM GIVE US THE SIGNS AND WONDERS WHICH HE DID, THAT BY MEANS OF THE OPEN SIGNS THE SECRETS WHICH HE TAUGHT MAY BE BELIEVED. BUT IF THE PROPHETS AND APOSTLES WHO DID MANY SIGNS AND WONDERS DID NOT SAY ONE OF THE THINGS WHICH BARDAISAN BY HIMSELF DENIED, AND IF BARDAISAN, WHO DENIED MANY THINGS WHICH ARE FOREIGN TO THE TEACHING OF THE PROPHETS AND APOSTLES, DID NOT DO ANY OF THE SIGNS WHICH THEY DID, IS IT NOT CLEAR AND EVIDENT TO ANY ONE WHO WISHES TO SEE CLEARLY THAT THERE IS A GREAT GULF BETWEEN HIS ERROR AND THEIR TRUE KNOWLEDGE?
WHAT SUPPORTED THE ENTITIES IN SPACE?
LET US ASK [WHAT FORCE IT IS WHICH SUPPORTED] ALL THOSE CREATURES WHICH BARDAISAN PREACHED AND THE FIRMAMENT (?) AND THE EARTH AND THOSE WHOM HE CALLS PANPHLGOS ["THE ALL-FLAMING"] (?) AND ALL THAT EARTH (?) WHICH IS BENEATH EVERYTHING AND ABOVE THE DARKNESS - WHO SUPPORTS ALL THESE? OR HOW DOES THE DARKNESS, WHICH IS BENEATH EVERYTHING, SUPPORT EVERYTHING SO AS TO BE THE FOUNDATION OF ALL? BUT IF THEY SAY THAT EVERYTHING IS PLACED ON NOTHING, LET BARDAISAN WHO SAID HOW CAN IT BE EXPLAINED THAT SOMETHING COMES FROM NOTHING, (LET HIM) REPEAT THE THING WHICH WENT FORTH FROM HIS MOUTH (AND ASK) HOW CAN SOMETHING BE SUPPORTED BY NOTHING? FOR HOW CAN A THING WHICH DOES NOT EXIST SUPPORT A THING WHICH DOES EXIST? BUT IF HE SAYS THAT IT WOULD BE EASY FOR GOD TO HANG EVERYTHING ON NOTHING, HE CONFESSES, THOUGH UNWILLINGLY, THAT IT WOULD NOT BE DIFFICULT FOR GOD TO CREATE EVERYTHING OUT OF NOTHING. FOR IF HE WAS UNABLE TO CREATE SOMETHING FROM NOTHING, NEITHER WOULD HE BE ABLE TO SET SOMETHING ON NOTHING... [AND BARDAISAN CANNOT SAY THAT THE WILL OF GOD SUPPORTED EVERYTHING]. FOR (HOW) WAS THAT WILL WHICH THEY SAY IS LIGHT [AND UNABLE TO MAKE ANYTHING FROM NOTHING ABLE EVEN TO SUPPORT IT?] AND, THEREFORE, AS IT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE WILL TO HAVE SOMETHING OUT OF WHICH TO CREATE CREATURES [SO IT NEEDED SOMETHING] ON WHICH TO PLACE ITS CREATURES. [AND IF CREATURES ARE MADE FROM ENTITIES] WHICH ARE NOT DEPENDENT ON SOMETHING WHICH SUPPORTS THEM, [ARE NOT THESE ENTITIES DEPENDENT] UPON SOMETHING WHICH IS NOT DEPENDENT? AND IF THEY SAY THAT THERE IS A MYRIAD OF...EACH SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER... [THEY ARE NOT WISE IN WHAT] THEY SAY; [ FOR LET US ASK ABOUT THAT LAST SUPPORTER] OF THEM ALL, WHO BEARS IT UP? UNTIL OF NECESSITY ONE GREAT AND PERFECT ONE IS FOUND WHO IS PERFECT IN EVERY RESPECT, WHO IS IDENTICAL WITH HIS OWN DOMAIN AND EXISTS BY HIS OWN POWER, AND FROM NOTHING MAKES EVERYTHING. FOR IF HE LACKS ANY ONE OF THESE THINGS, THEN HE IS NOT PERFECT, AND, THEREFORE, HE IS IN SOME SORT AN IMPERFECT GOD WHO REQUIRES THREE THINGS -THAT IS, SOMETHING FROM WHICH TO CREATE CREATED THINGS, AND A PILLAR WHICH UPHOLDS HIS CREATURES AND A DOMAIN IN WHICH HIS DIVINITY MAY DWELL. BUT IF THE WILL OF GOD IS SUPPORTING BY ITS POWER THE CREATURES WHICH COME FROM THE ENTITIES, IT IS CLEAR THAT ALSO THAT WILL OF GOD WAS SUPPORTING THE ENTITIES FROM THE FIRST AND THE SAME CONFUSED THEM. AND IF IT WAS NOT SUPPORTING THE ENTITIES, THEN IT DOES NOT SUPPORT ANYTHING THAT COMES FROM THEM. AND IF THE ENTITIES WERE DEPENDENT ON. IT (I.E. THE DIVINE WILL) AND EXISTING BY HIS POWER, THEY WERE NOT EVEN ENTITIES, ESPECIALLY AS THE DARKNESS ALSO IS FOUND TO EXIST LIKEWISE BY THE POWER OF THE GOOD ONE.
MANI'S TEACHING; HE PLACED THE LIGHT-WORLD IN CONTACT WITH THE DARKNESS, AND THEREBY INTRODUCED GREAT DIFFICULTIES.
AND, THEREFORE, ON THESE GROUNDS WE HAVE OPPOSED MANI ALSO WITH A TRUE REFUTATION. FOR HE, TOO, CALLS GOD THE EARTH OF LIGHT, WHICH (EARTH) IS NOT PERFECT, BUT IF IT IS A DEFICIENT THING, THE VERY WORD DEFICIENCY IS ENOUGH TO REFUTE ITS CLAIM TO PERFECTION. FOR ITS ONE SIDE PROCLAIMS CONCERNING THE WHOLE IF IT, THAT IF ON ITS SIDE WHICH IS NEAR THE DARKNESS, IT IS LIMITED BY THE DARKNESS, AND IF IT IS (SO) BY NATURE, ITS NATURE IS VERY DEFICIENT AND IMPERFECT, INASMUCH AS THAT WHICH LIMITS IT ON ONE SIDE IS NOT A THING WHICH IS FAIR BUT THE DARKNESS. NOW, IN THE CASE OF A THING WHICH IS LIMITED BY THE EVIL, INQUIRE NO FURTHER AS TO ITS WEAKNESS; FOR IT IS ENOUGH THAT THE EVIL LIMITED IT. AND HOW, 0 MANI, SHALL WE CALL THAT THING THE PERFECT GOOD WHICH IS LIMITED BY THE DARKNESS, OR PERFECT LIGHT THAT WHICH IS BOUNDED BY THE DARKNESS? FOR IT (I.E., THE DARKNESS) CONFINED AND LIMITED ITS INFERIORITY (I.E., THE INFERIORITY OF THE LIGHT), AND DID NOT SUFFER IT TO FILL ALL (SPACE), IN ADDITION TO THE FACT THAT IT (I.E., THE DARKNESS) WAXED BOLD LIKE A STRONG ONE TO TRAMPLE DOWN ITS DOMAIN AND TO ENTER ITS BOUNDARIES, AND TO PLUNDER ITS POSSESSIONS. BUT THEY SAY THAT IT (I.E., THE DARKNESS) CAME AS ONE IN NEED; BUT IF IT WAS IN NEED, KNOW THAT THIS (I.E., THE LIGHT) ALSO IS WEAK, AND IF THE FORMER PLUNDERS THE LATTER IS PLUNDERED. AND, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY BE REFUTED IN ALL POINTS, IF THE TWO FRONTIERS OF GOOD AND EVIL WERE THUS CONTIGUOUS, ALL THAT SIDE WHICH BORDERED ON THE UNCLEAN BECAME UNCLEAN AND DEFILED, AND INFECTED, AND CORRUPTED BY THE CONTACT OF THE DARKNESS. AND IF THEY SAY THAT THAT SIDE WHICH BORDERED ON THE DARKNESS WAS NOT INJURED BY THE CONTACT OF THE DARKNESS, THEN THAT SIDE WHICH COULD NOT BE INJURED IS MORE EXCELLENT THAN THOSE SOULS WHICH WERE INJURED BY THE CONTACT OF THE DARKNESS, FOR IT (I.E., THE DARKNESS) IS SAID TO HAVE ACQUIRED POWER OVER THE INFERIOR, SINCE THIS INFERIOR WAS ALL INJURED. BUT ALTHOUGH IT (I.E., THE SIDE) HAS CONTACT WITH THE CORRUPT DARKNESS FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING, THE INJURIOUS CONTACT COULD NOT INJURE IT. AND IF THE ENEMY WAS UNABLE TO GET DOMINION OVER IT, AND THE FOE TO TREAD IT DOWN AND THE MARAUDER TO ASCEND AND CROSS IT, THEN WHY WAS IT NECESSARY FOR THE GOOD ONE TO TAKE THE PURE SOULS WHO BELONGED TO HIM, AND TO 'HURL' THEM BEYOND HIS OWN VICTORIOUS FRONTIER INTO THE JAWS OF THE DARKNESS? FOR IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT THE DARKNESS COULD NOT EVEN CROSS THAT MIGHTY FRONTIER. BUT IF IT WAS A DEFENSELESS FRONTIER, ONE WHICH COULD BE OVERCOME, AND LAID LOW, AND TRODDEN DOWN AND CROSSED, THEN ITS WEAKNESS COULD ALSO BE INJURED BY THE CONTACT OF THE DARKNESS. AND IF THE DARKNESS HAD BEEN ABLE TO GET DOMINION OVER IT, IF IT HAD WISHED TO DESTROY IT, LO, IT WOULD HAVE DESTROYED IT BY DEGREES, AND MADE AN ASSAULT. AND IF IT DESIRED TO ROB IT, BEHOLD IT WOULD HAVE APPROACHED IT STEALTHILY BY DEGREES, AND MOVED ONWARDS. AND IF (IT HAD WISHED) TO FEEL A PASSION FOR IT AND TO ENJOY IT, LO, WHAT GAVE IT PLEASURE WAS AT ITS SIDE... IF WHAT GAVE IT PLEASURE WAS IN CLOSE CONTACT ON ITS SIDE FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING; AND IF IT CARRIED ITS WILL INTO ACTION, THE DARKNESS HAD NO NEED TO MAKE AN ASSAULT AND ENTER THE MIDST OF THE EARTH OF LIGHT, BECAUSE THE SAME PLEASANTNESS WAS DIFFUSED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE OF IT (I.E., THE EARTH). FOR THE LIGHT IS ONE IN ITS NATURE, AND WHEREVER A MAN HAS PLEASURE IN IT, IT IS THE SAME. LOOK, THEREFORE, AT THE FABRICATED SYSTEM OF DECEIT, FOR IN ALL THIS THE PLEASANTNESS OF THE LIGHT IS IN CONTACT WITH THE DARKNESS, AS THEY SAY. IF IT IS AFTER THE FASHION OF A PARK, THE ONE SIDE WHICH BORDERED ON THE SONS OF THE DARKNESS WAS ENTIRELY AKIN TO THE DARKNESS- FOR IT IS WITH THEM. AND IF THE FRAGRANCE OF THAT PLEASANT THING IS SENT FORTH INTO THEIR NOSTRILS, AND IF THAT LIGHT IS DIFFUSED UPON THEIR EYES, AND IF THE MELODIES OF THAT SWEET PLAYER ARE POURED INTO THEIR EARS, HOW SINCE ALL THIS WAS PRESENT WITH HIM, DID HE SMELL AND PERCEIVE AS FROM A FAR MOUNTAIN THAT "THERE WAS SOMETHING PLEASANT THERE"? AND IF FROM THE CENTER OF THE EARTH (OF LIGHT) OR FROM THE INNER SIDES HE RECEIVED THE SMELL OF THE PLEASANTNESS OF LIGHT, THIS, TOO, IS AGAINST THEM. FOR HOW DID IT COME ABOUT THAT THE SWEET SMELL AND EFFULGENCE BURST FORTH AND ENTERED EVEN THERE? AND HOW DID THIS BEAUTIFUL FRAGRANCE EVER SMITE THE DARKNESS?
IF DARKNESS HAS FOREKNOWLEDGE IT IS MORE EXCELLENT THAN THE LIGHT.
FOR IF THE DARKNESS HAD FOREKNOWLEDGE, AND BY MEANS OF THAT HE KNEW THAT THERE WOULD BE SOMETHING PLEASANT (IN THE REALM OF LIGHT) THEN IS THAT ENTITY (OF THE DARKNESS) GREATER AND MORE EXCELLENT THAN THIS GOOD, IN THAT IT HAS THIS FOREKNOWLEDGE. BUT LO, THE SOULS WHO ARE FROM THIS (ENTITY) ARE TODAY EXISTING IN IGNORANCE AND ERROR. AND IF HE HAD GREAT FOREKNOWLEDGE, WHEN DO THE SOULS WHO HAVE STRAYED EXPECT TO BE REFINED, SEEING THAT 'HE WHO LEADS THEM ASTRAY' IS SO GREAT? FOR BY HIS KNOWLEDGE HE MADE THEM TO BE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE. BUT, ABOVE ALL, THEY CANNOT GO FORTH HENCE, BECAUSE, HOWSOEVER THAT GOOD (BEING) MAY CONTRIVE TO FORM WAYS AND MEANS FOR THEIR DEPARTURE HENCE, THAT EVIL ONE KNOWS BEFOREHAND ALL THE MOVEMENTS AND SECRETS WHICH ARE PLANNED THERE AGAINST HIM; AND THAT GOOD (BEING) CANNOT EVEN CONCEAL HIS SECRET THOUGHTS FROM HIM. AND IF HE CANNOT CONCEAL FROM HIM THE THOUGHTS IN HIS OWN HEART AND IN HIS OWN DOMAIN, HOW DOES HE EXPECT TO RELEASE FROM UNDER THE HAND OF THIS MIGHTY ONE THE SOULS WHO ARE SUBJECT TO HIS AUTHORITY, ESPECIALLY, TOO, IF THEY ARE STORED UP IN THE MIDST OF HIM AND 'SWALLOWED,' AS THEY SAY! AND IF, WHEN THEY WERE NOT SWALLOWED, HE CONTRIVED TO SWALLOW THEM, NOW THAT HE HAS SWALLOWED THEM, WHO IS THERE THAT CAN BRING THEM FORTH FROM HIS MIDST? (THIS IS A THOUGHT) WHICH EVEN MANI HIMSELF MAY HAVE MUTTERED FROM THE MIDST OF THE DARKNESS WHEN HE WAS SWALLOWED. AND IN HIS MUTTERING WHOSE HELP WOULD BE INVOKE[D]? (WOULD HE INVOKE) HIM WHO EVEN IN HIS OWN DOMAIN IS GUARDING HIMSELF FROM THAT WHICH HE FEARS? FOR HE IS AFRAID TO COME BECAUSE HE KNOWS THAT IF HE COMES, HE IS SWALLOWED; BUT THEY ARE ASHAMED TO SAY THAT HE CAN BE SWALLOWED. AND HOW CAN THEY CONCEAL IT? FOR BEHOLD THOSE SOULS WHICH WERE SWALLOWED UP (SO AS TO BE REMOVED) FROM HIM MAKE THEM ASHAMED. AND IF THEY WERE NOT SWALLOWED, AGAIN THEY ARE ALL THE MORE ASHAMED IN THIS POINT, (NAMELY): WHY DID THAT NATURE WHICH CANNOT BE SWALLOWED NOT CONTEND (?) WITH THE DARKNESS AND SWALLOW ALL OF IT? 
THE EVIL ONE HAD OR HAD NOT FOREKNOWLEDGE.
BEHOLD, TWO ALTERNATIVES ARE SET BEFORE THEM; LET THEM CHOOSE ONE, WHICHEVER THEY WISH, THAT THEY MAY BE PUT TO CONFUSION IN IT. BUT IF IN BOTH DIRECTIONS THEY ARE PUT TO CONFUSION, THIS IS NOT DUE TO US, BUT TO THEIR WISE TEACHER, WHO CONCOCTED FOR THEM A TEACHING WHICH IS PUT TO CONFUSION IN EVERY RESPECT. BUT IF THEY SAY THAT HE HAD NO FOREKNOWLEDGE, [THEN LET THEM HEAR MY FORMER QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CONTACT OF THE DARKNESS WITH THE LIGHT]. IF THE EVIL ONE HAS FOREKNOWLEDGE FROM THE FIRST, HOW IS IT THAT HE SOMETIMES (?) PERCEIVED AS IF HE SOMETIMES KNEW? AND IF WHEN HE KNEW HE DID NOT FEEL DESIRE; THE QUESTION IS ONE WHICH RESOLVES ITSELF INTO TWO ALTERNATIVES, (NAMELY), IF HE VERILY MADE AN ASSAULT WITH HIS EYES (OPEN?), IT IS A THING REPUGNANT TO HIS NATURE; BUT IF, THOUGH HE FELT DESIRE, HE DID NOT MAKE AN ASSAULT HE REMAINED BY REASON OF HIS SELF-RESTRAINT FOR A LONG TIME IN A STATE OF DESIRE PERFORCE. BUT THESE SOULS WHO ARE FROM THE GOOD (BEING) ARE PUT TO SHAME BY HIS SELF-RESTRAINT, SINCE THEY ARE FOUND TO BE FORNICATORS, AND THEY RUN CORRUPTLY INTO ALL EVILS. AND WHO CAUSED THAT FALSE ASCETIC TO OFFEND? CAN IT HAVE BEEN THAT VIRGIN OF THE LIGHT ABOUT WHOM THEY SAY THAT SHE MANIFESTED HER BEAUTY TO THE ARCHONS, SO THAT THEY WERE RAVISHED TO RUN AFTER HER? BUT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR PURE MOUTHS TO SPEAK AS THEY DO ABOUT THE THINGS AFTER THIS; SO THAT WE WILL NOT COMMIT THEM TO WRITING, BUT WE WILL TAKE REFUGE IN SUCH DISCOURSE AS IT IS POSSIBLE TO USE (AND ARGUE), THAT IF THAT VIRGIN OF LIGHT APPEARED TO HIM AND MADE HIM OFFEND BY HER PURITY, HER FOLLY IS SEEN IN THIS. AND IN WHAT RESPECT WAS THE BEAUTY OR PLEASANTNESS OR FRAGRANCE OF THE VIRGIN OF LIGHT DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THAT LUMINOUS EARTH? SO THAT IF THERE IS A QUESTION OF PASSION, BEHOLD, AS A HARLOT, SHE EMBRACES THE FORNICATOR. FOR THE BORDERS OF BOTH DOMAINS EMBRACE ONE ANOTHER AFTER THE MANNER OF BODIES. AND, BECAUSE FROM ETERNITY AND FROM EVERLASTING THEY WERE TOUCHING ONE ANOTHER, PERHAPS, ALSO, THAT EVIL ONE BECAME WEARY OF THE PERPETUAL CONTACT. BUT IF A COMPARISON SUCH AS THAT WHICH THEY EMPLOY (LIT., BRING) IS APPLICABLE TO THE MATTER, (NAMELY), THAT ONE LOVES AND ANOTHER IS LOVED, THE EXPERIENCE OF DEBAUCHEES REFUTES THEM. (NAMELY), THAT, ALTHOUGH THEY LOVE, THERE COMES A TIME WHEN THEY ARE SATED AND WEARY OF THAT THING WHICH THEY LOVE. AND IF OUR QUESTIONS DO NOT PLEASE THEM, NEITHER DOES IT PLEASE US THAT THEY SHOULD SPEAK ALL THIS BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE TRUTH. IF, THEREFORE, THEY WISH TO HEAR MANY THINGS, IN A SINGLE WORD...THAT IS TO SAY, WHEN THEY CONFESS THAT THEY ARE IN AN EVIL CASE. AND, THEREFORE, SILENCE IS OUR PART, AND THEY WILL HAVE PROFIT. BUT IF...AND IF THEY DO NOT WISH TO COME TO THAT WHICH OVERTHROWS THEM (?.), LET THEM SHOW HOW AT ONE TIME THE DARKNESS HAD A PASSION FOR THE LIGHT, THOUGH THEY WERE FROM EVERLASTING HIDDEN IN ONE ANOTHER. IF THIS FRAGRANCE WAS DIFFUSED RECENTLY, FIRST WE MUST INQUIRE WHAT WAS THE CAUSE WHICH MADE IT SPREAD, AND WHAT WAS THE POWER WHICH STIRRED IT UP, AND WHY ALL THIS WAS. (?) AND IT IS CLEAR THAT THAT IS THE CAUSE OF THE TROUBLE AND WAR. BUT IF THE DARKNESS ACQUIRED THOUGHT WHICH...AND A MIND WHICH HE HAD NOT (FORMERLY) AND KNOWLEDGE WHICH HE HAD NOT, LO AGAIN [WE REFUTE THEM BY ASKING HOW MIND COULD BE ACQUIRED BY A NATURE WHICH DID NOT CONTAIN IT. IT COULD ONLY COME FROM AN OUTSIDE SOURCE- FROM A REGION ABOVE THE DARKNESS]. 
PART 2
THE EXPLANATIONS OF BARDAISAN, MARCION AND MANI AS TO THE ORIGINAL CAUSE OF THE DISTURBANCE.
FOR BARDAISAN HAD ALREADY (?) (I.E., BEFORE MANI) SAID. 'THERE AROSE A CAUSE BY CHANCE, AND THE WIND WAS IMPELLED AGAINST THE FIRE. MARCION SAID [CONCERNING THE...] "THAT HE SAW A CERTAIN PICTURE." (?) FOR WE WILL NOT UTTER THESE OTHER THINGS WHICH ARE AFTER IT (?); EVEN THOUGH THEIR MOUTHS WERE FIT TO UTTER SOMETHING WHICH WAS NOT PERMISSIBLE. FOR (LET US ASK) WHENCE SPRANG THE CAUSE, 0 MARCION, WHICH FIRST [MADE HIM AWARE OF] THAT WHICH WAS BENEATH HIM? AND IF THE GOOD . . . WHICH WAS ABOVE IT DID NOT PERCEIVE HULE SEEING THAT IT WAS UNDER HIM, HOW DID HE PERCEIVE IT ANEW OR HOW DID HULE (?) RECENTLY (ASCEND TO REGIONS) WHICH ARE NOT NATURAL FOR IT? AND MANI SAID, CONCERNING THE DARKNESS [THAT ITS SONS BEGAN TO RAGE AND ASCEND TO SEE WHAT WAS ABOVE THEM OUTSIDE THE DARKNESS OR THAT IT ACQUIRED THOUGHT]. AND SEE HOW LIKE THE PERVERSE CRABS ARE TO ONE ANOTHER, TEACH ONE OF WHOM TAKES A DEVIOUS COURSE AND GOES FORTH, NOT TO COME TO THE SCRIPTURES, BUT TO TURN ASIDE FROM THE SCRIPTURES! AND, PERHAPS, SATAN, THEIR FATHER, TOOK A SOMEWHAT DEVIOUS COURSE, BECAUSE HE IS A NATIVE IN ERROR- THAT IS BECAUSE THEY ARE FOREIGNERS FROM FOREIGNERS, WHO DO NOT BLASPHEME AT ALL. FOR LET THE CIRCUMCISED FOREIGNERS PROVE THAT EACH OF THEM IS A DROP OF POISON OF THE TROUBLED SEA. WHENEVER, THEREFORE, IT SUITS MANI, HE BRINGS THEIR TWO SIDES INTO CONTACT, LIKE SUN AND SHADE, WHICH CANNOT BE MINGLED TOGETHER. AND, AGAIN, WHEN HE IS FORCED, HE DESTROYS THE FIRST AND MIXES THEM TOGETHER- THE GOOD AND THE EVIL- LIKE WATER WITH WATER. AND THAT HE MAY NOT BE REFUTED (BY THE ARGUMENT) THAT IF THEY HAD BEEN NEAR TOGETHER, HOW DID THE DARKNESS RECENTLY DESIRE THE LIGHT, AS IF IT HAD SUDDENLY MET IT, HE CONSTRUCTED THE THEORY THAT SOMETIMES HULE ACQUIRED THOUGHT. AND IN SEEKING TO AVOID REFUTATION HE CAME TO SUCH A POINT THAT HE RIGHTLY SUFFERED CONFUSION. AND BECAUSE HE WAS COMPELLED, HE NAMED TWO ROOTS; AND BECAUSE AGAIN HE WAS PLAINLY EXPOSED, HE PRODUCED MANY NATURES FROM THE MIDST OF TWO NATURES. BUT A TONGUE WHICH IS IN THE POWER OF FALSEHOOD IS TURNED BY IT AS IT (I.E., FALSEHOOD) FINDS CONVENIENT. FOR WITH REGARD TO LIGHT WHICH THE OPPONENT AND THE ABOLISHER OF DARKNESS WHENEVER IT SUITS THEM, THEY SAY THAT IT (I.E., THE DARKNESS) HAD A PASSION FOR IT (I.E., THE LIGHT). AND HOW DOES OPPOSITE LOVE OPPOSITE, THAT IS TO SAY, HOW DOES THE INJURED ONE LOVE ITS INJURER? OR HOW DOES THE EATER HAVE AFFECTION FOR THAT WHICH IS EATEN, AS THE WOLF FOR THE LAMB? OR WILL THEY, THEREFORE, SUPPOSE THE LIGHT TO BE INJURED LIKE THE LAMB? AND (THEN) IT HAD GOOD REASON TO DESIRE THE DARKNESS (WHICH IS) LIKE A WOLF! BUT IF THEY SUPPOSE THAT THE DARKNESS IS INJURED LIKE THE LAMB, HOW DOES THAT WHICH IS INJURED HAVE A PASSION FOR ITS INJURER? THEY ATTRIBUTE TO DARKNESS THAT IT DESIRES, LIKE THE WOLF, AND THAT IT IS INJURED LIKE A LAMB; AND WHEN THESE TWO THINGS ARE LAID AT THE DOOR OF THE DARKNESS, HAS NOT THE TRUE (OPINION) PERISHED FROM THEM (I.E., THE MANICHAEANS), THAT IS, HAVE THEY NOT PERISHED FROM THE TRUTH? FOR THOSE PROOFS AND COMPARISONS WHICH THEY ADDUCE ARE ALSO CONFUSED LIKE THEM (I.E., THE MANICHAEANS).
THE DOMAIN OF GOOD AND EVIL ILLUSTRATED FROM THE NATURAL PLACES OF FISH AND MOLES.
BUT IF THERE ARE TWO DOMAINS, AND GOOD AND EVIL WHO DWELL IN THEM, (NOW) I PORTRAY THESE FROM THINGS EXTERNAL AND WITH SIMPLE ILLUSTRATIONS IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY BE EASY FOR THEIR HEARERS. FOR LET US SUPPOSE THAT THERE IS A GREAT AND CLEAR AND PURE RIVER, AND FINE FISH IN IT, AND THAT THERE IS A BAD AND FILTHY AND FOUL SEPULCHER, AND MOLES IN IT. THEN LET US SET THE MOLES WHICH DWELL IN THE DARKNESS AS THE LIKENESS OF THE SONS OF DARKNESS, AND LET US PLACE THE FINE FISH AS A FINE (?) TYPE OF THE SONS OF THE LIGHT AND LET US SUPPOSE THAT THEIR DOMAINS ARE BOUNDED THIS BY THAT, THE WATER BY SEPULCHRAL VAULTS, AND THE DRY LAND BY WET GROUND . . . IF THOSE FISHES [DO NOT] LONG TO GO UP TO THE DRY LAND AND TO SOIL THEMSELVES IN MUD AND IN THE BURROWS OF MOLES; IS IT NOT, THEREFORE, INCONTESTABLY CLEAR THAT JUST AS MOLES DISLIKE GOING DOWN TO THE WATER, SO FISHES DISDAIN TO GO UP TO THE DRY LAND? AND THEY ARE MADE TO BE NEIGHBORS ONE ANOTHER; AND IN PROPORTION AS THEIR BOUNDARIES APPROACH ONE ANOTHER, SO MUCH THE FURTHER ARE THEIR (NATURAL) WILLS REMOVED FROM ONE ANOTHER; SO THAT THERE IS NONE OF THEM WHICH DESIRES HIS NEIGHBOR'S DOMAIN. IF, THEREFORE, THESE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT ENTITIES, AND ARE NOT (DERIVED) FROM ENTITIES, AND WERE NOT MADE FROM GOOD AND EVIL NATURES- SINCE IF THOU KILL A MOLE AND CAST IT TO THE FISHES, THE FISHES WILL DEVOUR IT- AND IF, THEREFORE, THESE THINGS WHICH ARE NEAR TO ONE ANOTHER IN A CERTAIN SENSE ARE THUS FAR STRANGERS AS REGARDS THEIR ABODES AND...IN THEIR NATURE, AND DO NOT DARE TO CROSS THEIR BORDERS, HOW MUCH MORE WOULD IT BE RIGHT THAT GOOD AND EVIL SHOULD EXIST IN THEIR NATURE AND DOMAINS, SEEING THAT THEY ARE REAL ENTITIES AND REALLY STRANGERS TO ONE ANOTHER, AND THE REALITY OF THEIR ENMITY IS NEVER LESSENED! FOR IF IT WAS LESSENED, THAT IS DUE TO FREEDOM AND NOT TO ESSENTIAL-NATURE, (IT IS DUE) TO WILL AND NOT TO NATURE; HOW, THEREFORE, DID THE DARKNESS...TO CROSS TO THE DOMAIN OF ITS OPPOSITE, AND WHY ? - SEEING THAT WHEN A MOLE GOES IT GOES INTO ITS OWN (PROPER PLACE), AND WHEN IT CEASES (?) (IT GOES FORTH) AND SMELLS THAT IT MAY REACH THE EDGE OF THE WATER AND (THEN) RETURNS AGAIN TO GO INTO ITS OWN (PROPER PLACE). AND SO, ALSO, A FISH, TO WHICH ARE ASSIGNED ITS DEPTHS COMES INTO ITS OWN (PROPER PLACE), AND WHEN IT CEASES (?) IT RETURNS TO ITS DEPTHS. HERE ARE CORRECT DEMONSTRATIONS WHICH REFUTE THOSE WHO HAVE INTRODUCED CONFUSED TEACHING...FOR IT IS FOUND THAT FISHES AND MOLES WHICH COME FROM NATURE [STAY IN THEIR OWN NATURAL PLACES] ... [MOLES AKIN TO THE DARKNESS ARE NOT ANXIOUS TO CROSS THE BOUNDARY] OF FISHES, THE SONS OF WATER. AND HOW DO THEY FLEE FROM THIS BOUNDARY AND RANK OF THE SONS OF THE LIGHT; AND (YET) THE DARKNESS, THEIR FATHER, MADE AN ASSAULT TO ENTER WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE SONS OF THE LIGHT, AND WHY ARE (THE WORDS) 'REFINED,' AND 'FIRST' (USED TO DESCRIBE HIM)? BUT IF THEIR FATHER MADE AN ASSAULT, BUT THEY FLEE, IT IS FOUND THAT THESE BLIND AND DARK MOLES DO (IN REALITY) COME FROM THE NATURE AND ABODE OF THE GOOD (WORLD OF LIGHT). FOR, BEHOLD, THEY FLEE FROM THEIR OPPOSITE. NOR (EVEN) LIKE THESE BLIND MOLES IS THE PERCEPTION OF SOULS WHICH SEE AND HEAR AND SPEAK AND PERCEIVE THAT THEY MAY FLEE FROM THE VILE BOUNDARY OF THE DARKNESS.
HOW CAN DARKNESS SWALLOW LIGHT?
AGAIN, LET US TURN AND ASK THE ADVOCATES OF ERROR, THAT IS, ITS PREACHERS- HOW WERE THE SONS OF THE LIGHT CAST INTO THE MOUTHS OF THE SONS OF THE DARKNESS? AND HOW DID THE DARKNESS SWALLOW THE LIGHT - A THING WHICH IS NOT NATURAL TO IT? BUT THE NATURE OF BOTH IS THAT THE LIGHT SWALLOWS AND THE DARKNESS IS SWALLOWED. AND IF HERE (IN OUR WORLD) THE LIGHT SWALLOWS THE DARKNESS AS EXPERIENCE SHOWS, BUT THERE THE LIGHT IS SWALLOWED, AS THE HERETICS SAY, IT IS CLEAR THAT THIS DARKNESS WHICH IS SWALLOWED HERE IS NOT AKIN TO THAT DARKNESS WHICH SWALLOWS THERE; JUST AS ALSO THE LIGHT WHICH SWALLOWS THE DARKNESS IS NOT AKIN TO THAT WHICH IS SWALLOWED BY THE DARKNESS. AND IF THEY STRIVE TO MAKE A STAND, AGAIN THEY FALL. FOR ONE FALL IS NOT SUFFICIENT FOR THEM. FOR REALLY IT IS NOT A CASE OF FALLING AT ALL. FOR THIS TAKES PLACE (ONLY) WHERE THERE HAS BEEN STANDING; THEY ARE ALWAYS PROSTRATE- THEY DO NOT WISH TO STAND. AGAIN, LET THEM UNDERSTAND (?) THAT AS REGARDS THIS LIGHT WHICH SWALLOWS THE DARKNESS HERE WITH US, AND THIS DARKNESS WHICH HERE AMONGST US IS SWALLOWED BY THE LIGHT, IT IT IS THE NATURE OF THAT WHICH SWALLOWS TO SWALLOW, AND OF THAT WHICH IS SWALLOWED TO DISAPPEAR. OR HAS THE CREATOR'S OWN WILL CHANGED THEIR NATURES? AND IF IT IS DUE TO (HIS) WILL, WHERE WAS THEIR (UNCHANGEABLE) NATURE? IF HE IS ONE WHO SUBMITTED (?) HIMSELF THERE, AND IS THE LIGHT-GOD WHO DID NOT AID HIMSELF, WHOSE LIGHT WAS SWALLOWED BY THE DARKNESS, HOW HAS HE TO-DAY CHANGED THE NATURE OF THE DARKNESS THAT IT SHOULD BE SWALLOWED BY THE LIGHT? FOR THEY SAY THAT HE IS THE MAKER. AND, IF THE DARKNESS CHANGED ITS NATURE, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT IT WOULD BRING ITSELF TO THE WEAKNESS, SO THAT HE WHO SWALLOWED THEM IS SWALLOWED TO-DAY. SINCE THAT TRUE SAYING DEMANDS THAT NATURES ESSENTIALLY FIXED CANNOT BE CHANGED; BUT THAT FREEWILL, BECAUSE HE CREATED IT TO SAY EVERYTHING, PROCLAIMS BY NAME THOSE ENTITIES WHOSE TRUE NATURE IT CANNOT DECLARE. BUT, BECAUSE THOSE NAMES BELONG TO THE ENTITIES, THE ENTITIES OF THE SUBSTANCES (?) ARE CHANGED. FOR IF THE SUBSTANCES (?) OF THE ENTITIES HAD BEEN LIKE THE NAMES OF THE ENTITIES, AND WERE FIXED NATURES, THEY COULD NOT BE CHANGED; BECAUSE A THING WHICH EXISTS IN THE NATURAL CONDITION OF ITS ORIGINAL ESSENCE, SO EXISTS AS IT IS, AND SO REMAINS FOR EVER AND EVER. BUT LET US INQUIRE ABOUT THE NATURE OF THIS DARKNESS, WHETHER THIS IS NATURAL TO IT, (NAMELY), THAT IT SHOULD BE SWALLOWED BY THE LIGHT, JUST AS OUR SIGHT PROVES...THAT IT (I.E., THE DARKNESS), TOO, IS SWALLOWED HERE SO THAT BOTH HERE AND THERE IT HAS AN ESSENTIAL NATURE. FOR ONE ENTITY CANNOT BE DIVIDED INTO TWO ENTITIES, EVEN THOUGH THE HERETICS SPEAK ABSURDITIES. AND IF THE NATURE OF THE LIGHT AROUND US, AS IT PROVES ABOUT ITSELF, IS SUCH THAT IT SWALLOWS, AND IS NOT SWALLOWED, AND THERE IS NO MEANS WHEREBY LIGHT IS SWALLOWED BY DARKNESS, AT ANY TIME AND FOR ALL TIME TO COME, IT IS CLEAR...THAT AS IT SWALLOWS THE DARKNESS HERE, SO IT SWALLOWS THERE, AND WAS NOT SWALLOWED (BY THE DARKNESS).
REFUTATORY SUMMARY
ALSO, THE PERVERSE ONES DO PERVERSELY PROCLAIM THE TEACHING -BUT HERE [WE HAVE CORRECTLY REFUTED WHAT] THEY SAY CONCERNING THE LIGHT AND THE DARKNESS...WE HEAR THAT IT WAS DONE THERE IN QUITE A CONTRARY AND OPPOSITE WAY. ON WHICH (OPINION), THEREFORE, IS IT RIGHT THAT WE SHOULD STAND ON THE CUNNING TALE WHICH IS PROCLAIMED PREPOSTEROUSLY, OR ON TRUE EVIDENCE, WHEREOF THE CORRECTNESS IS SEEN BY PRACTICE? ...FOR NOT A LITTLE...BECAUSE IT WAS NOT RIGHT THAT THEY SHOULD BE A LITTLE ASHAMED. FOR...TO SPEAK...AGAINST THAT RIGHTLY...BUT ALSO THOSE WHO BELIEVE. (?) FOR ACCORDING TO THE GREAT FALSEHOOD AND UNTRUTH...DIFFICULT...HE GIVES THEM A PREPOSTEROUS ACCOUNT OF A THING WHICH WE SEE IN PRACTICE CORRECTLY EVERY DAY. FOR IT SEEMS THAT HE MADE THEM DRUNK FIRST, AND THEN HE TOLD THEM A TALE. FOR HE WAS AFRAID OF THE TRUTH OF NATURE, LEST IT SHOULD REFUTE HIM. BUT, IF NOT, HOW (?) WAS THE PERVERSE TALE NOT DISGRACED IN THEIR EARS, THAT, WHILE THEY SEE THAT THE LIGHT SWALLOWS THE DARKNESS HERE, THEY THINK THAT THERE IT (I.E., THE LIGHT) IS SWALLOWED BY THE DARKNESS?
THE LIGHT AND THE DARKNESS HAVE NO BODIES
AND THE DARKNESS WHEN IT IS SWALLOWED HERE BY THE LIGHT HAS NOT EVEN A BODY; FOR NOTHING IS SEPARATED FROM ITSELF (I.E., THE DARKNESS), SEEING THAT IT VANISHES ALTOGETHER. BUT A HOUSE FULL OF DARKNESS SHOWS THAT IF A MAN OPENS THE DOORS AND WINDOWS IN THE DAYTIME, WHITHER CAN THAT DARKNESS, WHICH IS IN IT, GO UP [TO HIDE]? THERE IS NO ROOM FOR IT TO GO OUTSIDE, FOR THE LIGHT WHICH IS FROM OUTSIDE ABSORBS IT. IF WE SAY THAT IT STAYS WITHIN, IT DOES NOT REMAIN THERE. FOR THE RAYS OF THE SUN ENTERING PURSUE IT. AND IF IT DOES NOT EXIST WITHIN, AND GOES OUT, IT IS CLEAR THAT IT HAS ALL COME TO AN END; AND WITH IT HAS COME TO AN END ALL THAT TEACHING WHICH SAYS THAT IT (I.E., DARKNESS) HAS A KIND OF BODY IN REALITY. FOR IN THIS MANNER IT (I.E., THE TEACHING) SAYS THAT IT HAS A BODY, IN THAT "IT VERILY ATE THOSE BRILLIANT SHINING ONES (ZIWANE) WHO WERE EAST INTO ITS MOUTH." SO, DARKNESS AND LIGHT HAVE BECOME COMPOSITE BODIES- A THING WHICH NATURE DOES NOT TEACH. FOR A MAN NEVER EATS LIGHT NOR EVER SWALLOWS DARKNESS.
THE BODY HAS NOT THE SAME NATURE AS DARKNESS, NOR HAS THE SOUL THE SAME NATURE AS LIGHT
AND IF THIS BODY WITH WHICH WE ARE CLOTHED IS OF THE SAME NATURE AS THE DARKNESS, AS THEY SAY, AND THIS SOUL WHICH IS IN US IS OF THE SAME NATURE AS THE LIGHT, WHEN WE LOOK AT THESE TWO NATURES WHICH ARE IN US, AND AT THE TWO (NATURES) OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS WHICH ARE OUTSIDE OF US, THEY ARE REFUTED (AND SHOWN) THAT THESE ARE NOT FROM THOSE, NEITHER THESE FROM THOSE. FOR HOW CAN THE BRIGHT SOUL WHICH IS WITHIN BE OVERCOME BY THE BODY WHICH IS AKIN TO THE DARKNESS? FOR THE OUTER LIGHT WHICH IS AKIN TO IT (I.E., THE SOUL) OVERCOMES THE DARKNESS. MOREOVER, HOW DOES THIS BODY OVERWHELM THE BRIGHT SOUL, SEEING THAT THIS OUTER DARKNESS WHICH IS AKIN TO IT IS CONSUMED AND SWALLOWED BY THE LIGHT?
THE SONS OF LIGHT WERE NOT USED AS BAIT TO CATCH THE SONS OF DARKNESS
AND AS FOR THESE THINGS WHICH ARE OBVIOUS EVEN TO SIMPLETONS AND MADMEN, HOW DO THEY WHO WILL NOT DISTINGUISH BETWEEN STATEMENTS WHICH ARE CORRECT, AND THOSE WHICH ARE SELF CONTRADICTORY, APPLAUD THEM WHEN THEY HEAR THEM? FOR HOW DOST THOU RECEIVE (THIS) INTO THY MIND, 0 WISE HEARER, AND HOW IS THERE A (HEALTHY) EAR...THAT THOU SHOULD HEAR…WHEN...AND EXPLAINS WITH EXPLANATIONS WHICH ARE WORTHY OF RIDICULE?... [FOR HE SAYS) THAT THE PRIMAL MAN (?) CAST (?) "THE SONS OF THE LIGHT INTO THE MOUTHS OF THE SONS OF THE DARKNESS AS (INTO THE MOUTHS) OF HUNTERS, AND THAT THE LIGHT WAS PLEASANT AND AGREEABLE AND SWEET TO THOSE SONS OF THE DARKNESS; AND THUS THEY WERE FOUND TO EAT THEM GREEDILY, AND THEY WERE CAST IN AND ENTERED INTO THEIR MIDST AND WERE MIXED WITH THEM." 0 HOW EXCEEDINGLY RIDICULOUS THAT A MAN...0 WHAT VILE BLASPHEMY! WOLVES EAT LAMBS AND LIONS EAT CALVES, AND THE EATER AND THE EATEN ARE QUITE CONTENT WITH ONE ANOTHER! AND THESE ARE BODIES, AND THESE ARE COMPOSITE THINGS, AND BOTH OF THEM IF...THE SONS OF THE DARKNESS ARE BODIES BECAUSE (THEY HAVE) BODIES AS THEY SAY (BUT) THE NATURE OF THE SONS OF THE LIGHT IS SPIRITUAL, AS THEY SAY; FOR THIS LIGHT, TOO, IS AKIN TO THEM, HOW IS IT FITTING (THAT) THIS THING WHICH IS MINGLED (WITH THE DARKNESS) SHOULD BE HELD FAST? AND THE SOUL WHICH DWELLS IN THE BODY [WOULD NOT BE HELD FAST] SINCE IT IS AKIN TO IT...SO THAT IF THE SOUL WAS AKIN TO THE DARKNESS...THIS [PERTURBED] BODY...LO, THEY ARE AKIN TO ITS NATURE AS THEY SAY [FOR] THAT DARKNESS...AND AS THE WISE ONES PROFESS...DARKNESS BY THE PRIMAL [MAN] WHO BORE IT, HE WOULD HAVE DIED; SINCE IT IS DIFFICULT...WHICH (IS) IN ITS ESSENCE AND ALSO THE PARTS...WHICH HE SLEW...BECAUSE THEY TEACH THAT THE DARKNESS HAS A NATURE...AND GOES INTO ANYTHING WHICH HE CATCHES. AND, THEREFORE, IF THE SONS OF THE LIGHT WERE EATEN AND ENTERED INTO THE BELLY AND WERE DIGESTED IN THE STOMACH, IT MUST BE THAT THEY WERE DISSOLVED IN THE EXCREMENT AND WASTE REFUSE. FOR THESE ARE PLAUSIBLE STATEMENTS TO BE MADE BY THEIR OWN ABOUT THEIR OWN! AND, THEREFORE, THOSE SONS OF THE LIGHT ARE NATURES WHICH CAN BE DISSOLVED AND DESTROYED. AND IT IS PROPER TO ASK CONCERNING THIS NATURE, AS TO HOW IT EXISTED FROM ALL ETERNITY. FOR IF THEY WERE COMPOUNDED, THEY ARE ALSO DISSOLVED...AND ALSO DESTROYED; THEY ARE NOT THE THING WHICH THEY WERE BEFORE THEY WERE DESTROYED; AND BESIDES THIS IT IS CLEAR THAT IF HE COLLECTS AND COMPOUNDS THEM, HAS COMPOUNDED THEM FROM THE BEGINNING. AND IF FROM ALL ETERNITY THEY HAVE NOT BEEN COMPOUNDED? BUT ARE NATURES WHICH ARE NOT COMPOSITE (THEY SPRING) FROM AN EXISTENCE WHICH IS NOT COMPOSITE. SO THAT BY PLAIN THINGS THEY HAVE BEEN REFUTED WHO SPEAK MUCH FALSEHOOD ABOUT SECRET THINGS AKIN TO THE BODY, AS THEY SAY, THAT BODY IS FOUND NOT ONLY [UNABLE] TO EAT OR TO DESTROY OR TO TORTURE...BUT, ALSO, IT IS UNABLE TO UNDERSTAND THEIR PLAIN THINGS...AS THEY SAY, [THAT AS] THE DARKNESS ATE THE LIGHT...WHICH WAS IN IT, AND IT WAS ALL INSIDE THE DARKNESS...HOW DID IT ETERNALLY AND FROM THE BEGINNING BOTH SEIZE IT AND FEEL IT...INTO ITS MIDST…AND HOW...? 
JUDGE JUDGED AND THE TORMENTING FIRE
BUT THEY SAY THESE THINGS IN ADDITION TO THOSE OTHER THINGS, (NAMELY), "THAT THE SOULS CAME TO THE JUDGE." FOR IF THAT NATURE IS ONE, HOW CAN PART OF IT JUDGE AND PART OF IT BE JUDGED? AND ALSO, THE SOULS ARE PART OF THE ESSENCE (?), HOW (DOES THERE SPRING) FROM IT ONE WHO TORMENTS AND ONE WHO IS TORMENTED? AND IF, TOO, THE FIRE WHICH TORMENTS IS AKIN TO HIM WHO TORMENTS, AND TO THOSE WHO ARE TORMENTED, WHAT EAR IS THERE WHICH CAN ENDURE THIS BLASPHEMY THAT THE JUDGE AND THE JUDGED AND THE TORMENTOR ARE FROM ONE GOOD ESSENCE, AS THEY SAY? AND HOW ARE THERE IN IT THESE THREE OPPOSITES? FOR HE ALSO WHO JUDGES THE JUDGED CAME HITHER IN HIS ENTIRETY AND WAS MIXED WITH THE BODY; THUS, HE SINNED AND OFFENDED JUST AS THOSE SOULS WHO ARE FROM HIM OFFENDED. AND IF THESE SOULS HAD STAYED IN THEIR (NATIVE) DOMAIN AND HAD NOT COME HITHER, THESE WOULD HAVE POSSESSED IT, AFTER HE HAD GONE THITHER. AND HOW ARE THEY TRUE NATURES, THOSE NATURES WHICH DID NOT PRESERVE THEIR ESSENCE? FOR, CONSIDER THE PURE AND RIGHTEOUS BODY, HOW IT IS NOT SUCH AS THE APOSTATES STATE (WHEN THEY SAY), "THAT THE BODY IS A COVERING WHICH IS FROM THE EVIL NATURE," NOR IS THE SOUL AS THEY SAY, FROM A PURE ROOT. FOR THE EYES OF THE GLORIOUS BODY CLOTHE THEMSELVES WITH CHASTITY, ITS EARS WITH PURITY, ITS LIMBS WITH GLORY, ITS SENSES WITH HOLINESS, IN ITS MOUTH IS PRAISE AND ON ITS TONGUE IS THANKSGIVING, AND IN ITS LIPS IS BLESSING, IN ITS FEET IS THE HABIT OF VISITING THE SICK, IN ITS HANDS ALMS FOR THE NEEDY, IN ITS HEART IS TRUE FAITH, AND IN ITS...LOVE (?). AND THAT WALL WAS BUILT BY GOD AND [HE MADE IT TO BE] A PURE SHRINE FOR HIM, AND A TEMPLE...FOR ITS ARCHITECT WHEN IN (?) THE BODY ...HE (I.E., MANI) SAYS...THAT IT (I.E., THE BODY) IS FROM A NATURE SO THAT IT SINS...IT IS A SHAME TO THEM SINCE IT SHOWS THAT THE BODY...AND IF THEY ARE NOT PERSUADED TO SECRET SIN, THEY WILL BE PERSUADED BY A DEVIL. HOW DID HE (?) FORCE... 
THE SOUL IS NOT NECESSARILY PURE IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD.
CONSIDER AGAIN THE REFINED SOUL ABOUT WHICH THEY SAY THAT ITS NATURE IS FROM THE GOOD (BEING), IT SHOWS CONCERNING ITS NATURE...THE BODY IS... (A NATURE) WHICH IS EVIL. ALSO...THE ' REFINED' SOUL WHICH THEY SAY IS THE DAUGHTER OF THE LIGHT PUTS ON THAT DARKNESS IN ITS DEEDS AND IN ITS CONDUCT...AND IF (IT IS) FROM GOD [HOW DOES IT REVILE HIM?] ...AND IF (IT IS) FROM [THE HOLY ONE, HOW IS IT IMPURE] ...AND IF (IT IS) FROM...BEHOLD IT PUTS ON...AND IF IT IS FROM THE GOOD (BEING), HOW HAS IT BECOME A DEN AND NEST OF UNMIXED EVIL? AND IF ALL THIS WAS PLEASANT IN THE MIDST OF SATAN, HOW DO THEY SAY THAT SOME OF THESE SOULS WHO SIN MUCH AND DO MUCH WICKEDNESS, AND BLASPHEME MUCH, AND ARE GUILTY OF GREAT UNBELIEF ARE FOUND LIKE DREGS IN THE MIDST OF ONE WHOM THEY CALL BOLOS? [NOTE: I.E. GREEK DIABOLOS]. AS THEY SAY THAT "WHEN THE FIRE DISSOLVES ALL HIS INTERIOR, THERE IS COLLECTED EVERY PORTION OF THE LIGHT WHICH WAS MIXED AND MINGLED AMONG CREATED THINGS, AND WHO HAVE DONE MUCH WICKEDNESS ARE ASSIGNED TO THE REALM OF THE DARKNESS WHEN HE IS TORTURED." AND IF IT (I.E., THE LIGHT) IS A NATURE WHICH PLEASES HIM, AS THE BEGINNING OF THEIR TEACHING SAYS, HOW IS IT THE CAUSE OF HIS TORMENT, AS THE END OF THEIR FABRICATED SYSTEM SAYS? BUT THAT THAT LUMINOUS NATURE SHOULD BECOME AT ONE TIME HIS ENJOYMENT, AND [THAT HE SHOULD LIKE IT] AND ENJOY IT, AND THAT, AGAIN IT SHOULD BE ASSIGNED TO HIS REALM, AND THAT HE (I.E., THE DARKNESS) SHOULD BE IMPRISONED AND TORTURED THEREIN- THIS MAY HAPPEN IN THE CASES OF CHANGEABLE NATURES WHICH ARE CREATED OUT OF NOTHING: ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE CREATOR THEY CAN BE CHANGED TO ANYTHING. FOR LOOSE DUST OF THE EARTH IS THE DWELLING OF EVERY CREEPING THING, AND ACCORDING TO ITS LIKING IT CRAWLS IN IT AND DWELLS IN IT. BUT IF ANY ONE BY REGULATION ASSOCIATES TWO NATURES WITH THE NATURE, THAT IS TO SAY, SO THAT IT MAY BE MOLDED WITH WATER BY THE HAND OF THE WORKMAN, AND RECEIVE STRENGTH FROM FIRE, THEN THERE SPRINGS FROM IT A VESSEL AND A PRISON-HOUSE TO TORTURE...THAT CREEPING THING WHICH LAY IN IT WHEN IT WAS DUST, AND CRAWLED IN IT, AND WAS DELIGHTED WHEN IT WAS CLAY. WHEN IT BECOMES A VESSEL MOLDED AND BAKED IN AN OVEN, IT BECOMES THE TORTURER OF THOSE THAT ARE IMPRISONED IN IT. IF, THEREFORE, THE DARKNESS IS FINALLY TORMENTED BY THAT LUMINOUS NATURE IN WHICH IT TAKES PLEASURE, WHAT WAS THE CAUSE OF THE NEGLIGENCE LONG AGO (WHICH BROUGHT IT ABOUT) THAT THE DARKNESS OBTAINED DOMINION OVER ALL THIS AND TOOK PLEASURE THEREIN? AND WHAT IS THE CAUSE OF ITS FIERCENESS SO THAT AT LAST THE DARKNESS IS IMPRISONED AND TORMENTED IN IT? IF ITS 'ESSENTIAL NATURE' HAS THIS STRENGTH, THEN WHERE WAS IT FORMERLY? BUT IF THIS ENERGY COMES FROM ANOTHER PLACE, WHY DID IT NOT COME FORMERLY? SO THAT INSTEAD OF THE GRAVE WHICH IS NOW BUILT STUPIDLY FOR THE DARKNESS, AN IMPREGNABLE WALL SHOULD HAVE BEEN BUILT, AND THUS THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN (A SEPARATION) BETWEEN THE TWO DOMAINS, (SUCH A WALL) AS IT WOULD BE FITTING FOR THE GOOD (BEING) TO MAKE, AND RIGHT FOR THE JUST (BEING) TO KEEP IN REPAIR, AND PROPER FOR THE WISE (BEING) TO GUARD. BUT AFTER THOSE ATROCITIES WHICH THE DARKNESS WROUGHT UPON THE LIGHT, AND AFTER THOSE BLASPHEMIES WHICH THE SOULS BLASPHEMED AGAINST THEIR FATHER, AND AFTER THEY COMMITTED FORNICATION AND FOLLY AND POLLUTED AND DISGRACED THEMSELVES, AND AFTER GREAT BLEMISHES HAVE APPEARED IN THEM, SO THAT, ALTHOUGH THEIR WOUNDS MAY BE HEALED, THEY CANNOT BE EFFACED, AND THE PLACES OF THEIR SPOTS CANNOT BE COVERED UP, AFTER ALL THIS STRIFE AND CONTENTION, AND AFTER ALL THIS MISERY AND LOSS- EVEN IF THERE WAS A GAIN, THE GAIN OF SUCH THINGS WOULD NOT BE EQUAL TO THE LOSS- HE HAS PLANNED TO-DAY TO BUILD A GRAVE FOR THE DARKNESS SO THAT AT LAST IT MAY BE IMPRISONED THERE. AND HOW CAN A GRAVE LIMIT HIM WHO IS INFINITE? FOR IF THE DARKNESS CAN BE LIMITED, THEN THE LIGHT ALSO CAN BE LIMITED. AND IF THE GOOD (BEING) CANNOT BE LIMITED, BUT THE EVIL ONE CAN BE LIMITED, IT IS CLEAR THAT THIS EVIL ONE WHO CAN BE LIMITED IS NOT AN (ETERNAL) ENTITY, THE COMPANION OF THAT GOOD (BEING) WHO IS NOT LIMITED; AND IT IS FOUND THAT THAT WHICH LIMITS AN (ETERNAL) ENTITY, AND THAT WHICH IS LIMITED BY WHOEVER IS ABLE TO LIMIT HIM, IS A CREATURE. BUT IF HE IS NOT A CREATURE AND IS AN (ETERNAL) ENTITY, AN ENTITY CANNOT LIMIT AN ENTITY WITHOUT ITSELF BEING ALSO LIMITED BY THAT OTHER ONE, HIS EQUAL, WHICH IS LIMITED.
MARCION: TO THE GALATIANS
I.
1 PAUL, AN APOSTLE, NOT OF MEN, NOR BY MAN, BUT BY JESUS CHRIST, WHO RAISED HIMSELF FROM THE DEAD;
2 AND ALL THE BRETHREN WHICH ARE WITH ME, UNTO THE CHURCHES OF GALATIA. 3 GRACE BE TO YOU AND PEACE FROM GOD THE FATHER, AND OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 6 I MARVEL THAT YE ARE SO QUICKLY CHANGED, FROM HIM THAT CALLED YOU IN THE GRACE UNTO A DIFFERENT GOSPEL: 7 WHICH IS NOT [ANOTHER]; BUT THERE BE SOME THAT TROUBLE YOU, AND WOULD PERVERT THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 8/9 BUT THOUGH WE OR AN ANGEL SHOULD ANNOUNCE TO YOU A GOSPEL CONTRARY TO WHAT YE HAVE RECEIVED, LET HIM BE ACCURSED. 10 FOR DO I NOW PERSUADE MEN, OR GOD? OR DO I SEEK TO PLEASE MEN? FOR IF I YET PLEASED MEN, I SHOULD NOT BE THE SERVANT OF CHRIST. 11 BUT I CERTIFY YOU, BRETHREN, THAT THE GOSPEL WHICH WAS PREACHED OF ME IS NOT AFTER MAN. 12 FOR I NEITHER RECEIVED IT OF MAN, BUT BY THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST. 15 BUT WHEN [HE] WAS PLEASED, WHO SEPARATED ME FROM MY MOTHER'S WOMB, AND CALLED ME UNTO (HIS) GRACE, 16 TO REVEAL HIS SON IN ME, THAT I SHOULD ANNOUNCE HIM AMONG THE NATIONS; IMMEDIATELY I CONFERRED NOT WITH FLESH AND BLOOD: 17 NEITHER WENT I UP TO JERUSALEM TO THEM WHICH WERE APOSTLES BEFORE ME; BUT I WENT INTO ARABIA, AND RETURNED AGAIN UNTO DAMASCUS. 
18 THEN AFTER THREE YEARS I WENT UP TO JERUSALEM TO SEE CEPHAS, AND ABODE WITH HIM FIFTEEN DAYS. 
19 BUT OTHER OF THE APOSTLES SAW I NONE, SAVE JAMES THE LORD'S BROTHER. 20 NOW THE THINGS WHICH I WRITE UNTO YOU, BEHOLD, BEFORE GOD, I LIE NOT. 21 AFTERWARDS I CAME INTO THE REGIONS OF SYRIA AND CILICIA; 22 AND WAS UNKNOWN BY FACE UNTO THE CHURCHES OF JUDAEA WHICH WERE IN CHRIST. 
II.
1 THEN FOURTEEN YEARS AFTER I WENT UP AGAIN TO JERUSALEM WITH BARNABAS, AND TOOK TITUS WITH ME ALSO.
2 AND I WENT UP BY REVELATION, AND COMMUNICATED UNTO THEM THAT GOSPEL WHICH I PREACH AMONG THE NATIONS. 3 BUT NEITHER TITUS (WHO WAS WITH ME), BEING A GREEK, WAS COMPELLED TO BE CIRCUMCISED: 
4 AND THAT BECAUSE OF FALSE BRETHREN UNAWARES BROUGHT IN, WHO CAME IN PRIVILY TO SPY OUT OUR LIBERTY WHICH WE HAVE IN CHRIST JESUS, THAT THEY MIGHT BRING US INTO BONDAGE. 5 NOT FOR AN HOUR DID WE YIELD IN SUBJECTION, THAT THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL MIGHT CONTINUE WITH YOU. 6 FROM THOSE REPUTED TO BE SOMETHING...WHATSOEVER THEY WERE, NOT TO ME MAKES A DIFFERENCE. A PERSON GOD DOES NOT ACCEPT. FOR TO ME [THEY] CONFERRED NOTHING. BUT TO THE CONTRARY, HAVING SEEN THAT I WAS ENTRUSTED THE GOSPEL OF THE UNCIRCUMCISION, AND HAVING PERCEIVED THE GRACE THAT WAS GIVEN ME, 9 JAMES AND CEPHAS AND JOHN, THOSE REPUTED TO BE PILLARS, THE RIGHT HANDS OF FELLOWSHIP THEY GAVE TO ME AND BARNABAS; THAT WE SHOULD GO UNTO THE NATIONS, BUT THEY UNTO THE CIRCUMCISION. 11 BUT WHEN CEPHAS CAME UNTO ANTIOCH, I WITHSTOOD HIM TO THE FACE, BECAUSE HE WAS TO BE BLAMED. 12 FOR BEFORE THAT CAME JAMES, WITH THE NATIONS HE WAS EATING. BUT WHEN HE CAME, HE WITHDREW AND SEPARATED HIMSELF, FEARING THEM WHICH WERE OF THE CIRCUMCISION. 13 AND THE OTHER JEWS DISSEMBLED LIKEWISE WITH HIM; INSOMUCH THAT BARNABAS ALSO WAS CARRIED AWAY WITH THEIR DISSIMULATION. 14 BUT WHEN I SAW THAT THEY WALKED NOT UPRIGHTLY ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL, I SAID UNTO CEPHAS BEFORE THEM ALL, IF THOU, BEING A JEW, LIVEST AFTER THE MANNER OF GENTILES, WHY COMPELLEST THOU THE GENTILES TO LIVE AS DO THE JEWS? 15 WE WHO ARE JEWS BY NATURE, AND NOT OF THE GENTILES...18 FOR IF WHAT I CAST-DOWN I BUILD AGAIN, I CONSTITUTE MYSELF A TRANSGRESSOR. 19 FOR I THROUGH THE LAW AM DEAD TO THE LAW, THAT I MIGHT LIVE UNTO GOD. 20 I AM CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST: NEVERTHELESS, I LIVE; YET NOT I, BUT CHRIST LIVETH IN ME. AND THE LIFE WHICH I NOW LIVE IN THE FLESH, I LIVE BY THE FAITH OF THE GOD AND CHRIST WHO LOVED ME AND GAVE HIMSELF UP FOR ME. 21 I DO NOT FRUSTRATE THE GRACE. FOR IF RIGHTEOUSNESS COME BY THE LAW, THEN CHRIST DIED FOR NOTHING. 
III.
1 O SENSELESS GALATIANS, WHO HATH BEWITCHED YOU, BEFORE WHOSE EYES JESUS CHRIST HAS BEEN OPENLY PORTRAYED? 2 THIS ONLY WOULD I LEARN OF YOU, RECEIVED YE THE SPIRIT BY THE WORKS OF THE LAW, OR BY THE HEARING OF FAITH? 3 ARE YE SO FOOLISH? HAVING BEGUN IN THE SPIRIT, ARE YE NOW MADE PERFECT BY THE FLESH? 4 HAVE YE SUFFERED SO MANY THINGS IN VAIN? IF IT BE YET IN VAIN. 5 HE THEREFORE THAT MINISTERETH TO YOU THE SPIRIT, AND WORKETH MIRACLES AMONG YOU...10 (11) LEARN THAT THE RIGHTEOUS BY FAITH SHALL LIVE. FOR AS MANY AS ARE UNDER THE LAW ARE UNDER THE CURSE: THAT ACCURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT CONTINUES NOT IN ALL THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO DO THEM. 11,12 IN THE LAW NO ONE IS BEING JUSTIFIED. 13 BUT THE LAW IS NOT OF FAITH: BUT THE ONE THAT DOES THESE THINGS SHALL LIVE IN THEM. CHRIST HAS RANSOMED US FROM THE CURSE OF THE LAW, BEING MADE A CURSE FOR US: AS IT IS WRITTEN, CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGETH ON A TREE, 14 THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE THE BLESSING OF THE SPIRIT THROUGH FAITH. 26 FOR ALL OF YOU ARE CHILDREN OF THE FAITH, 15 (YET) AS A MAN I SPEAK. 
IV.
3 WHEN WE WERE INFANTS, WE WERE HELD UNDER THE ELEMENTS OF THE COSMOS. 4 BUT WHEN THE FULLNESS OF THE TIME HAD COME, GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON, 5 TO RANSOM THEM THAT WERE UNDER THE LAW, THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE SONSHIP. 6 AND BECAUSE YE ARE SONS, HE HATH SENT FORTH HIS SPIRIT INTO YOUR HEARTS, CRYING, ABBA, FATHER. 8 SINCE INDEED THEN YE WERE IN BONDAGE TO THOSE [WHO] NOT BY NATURE ARE GODS. 9 BUT NOW, HAVING KNOWN GOD, OR RATHER BEING KNOWN BY GOD, HOW DO YE TURN AGAIN TO THE WEAK AND BEGGARLY ELEMENTS, TO WHICH AGAIN ANEW YE DESIRE TO BE IN BONDAGE? 10 DAYS YE OBSERVE, AND MONTHS AND TIMES AND YEARS (AND SABBATHS, SO I SUPPOSE, MEAGRE SUPPERS, AND FASTS AND HIGH DAYS). 11 I AM AFRAID OF YOU, LEST SOMEHOW IN VAIN I HAVE LABORED UNTO YOU. 12 BRETHREN, I BESEECH YOU, BE AS I AM; FOR I AM AS YE ARE: YE HAVE NOT INJURED ME AT ALL. 13 YE KNOW HOW THROUGH WEAKNESS OF THE FLESH I PREACHED THE GOSPEL UNTO YOU AT THE FIRST. 14 AND YOUR TEMPTATION WHICH WAS IN MY FLESH...YE DESPISED NOT NOR REJECTED WITH CONTEMPT; BUT AS AN ANGEL OF GOD YE RECEIVED ME, EVEN AS CHRIST JESUS. 15 WHERE THEN IS YOUR BLESSEDNESS? FOR I BEAR WITNESS [TO] YOU, THAT, IF POSSIBLE, YE WOULD HAVE PLUCKED OUT YOUR OWN EYES, AND HAVE GIVEN THEM TO ME. 16 SO YOUR ENEMY HAVE I BECOME, SPEAKING TRUTH TO YOU? 17 THEY ARE ZEALOUS [OF] YOU, NOT RIGHTLY, BUT TO EXCLUDE YOU THEY DESIRE, 18 (WHO...ZEALOUS AT ALL TIMES, AND NOT ONLY WHEN I AM PRESENT WITH YOU. 19 MY LITTLE CHILDREN, OF WHOM I TRAVAIL AGAIN UNTIL CHRIST BE FORMED IN YOU, 20 BUT I WAS DESIRING TO BE PRESENT WITH YOU NOW, AND TO CHANGE MY VOICE; FOR I AM PERPLEXED IN YOU. 21 TELL ME, [YE] WHO UNDER THE LAW DESIRE TO BE, THE LAW DO YE NOT HEAR? 22 FOR AS IT IS WRITTEN, THAT ABRAHAM HAD TWO SONS, ONE BY THE BONDMAID AND ONE BY THE FREEWOMAN. 23 BUT HE FROM THE BONDWOMAN AFTER THE FLESH WAS BORN; AND HE FROM THE FREEWOMAN WAS THROUGH THE PROMISE. 24 WHICH THINGS ARE ALLEGORIZED: FOR THESE ARE TWO COVENANTS*, ONE INDEED FROM MOUNT SINAI UNTO THE SYNAGOGUE OF THE JEWS, ACCORDING TO [THE] LAW, GENERATES UNTO BONDAGE; 26 BUT [THE] OTHER GENERATES ABOVE ALL POWERS (POWER, LORDSHIP, AND EVERY NAME THAT IS NAMED NOT ONLY IN THIS EON, BUT ALSO IN THAT TO COME), WHICH IS [THE] MOTHER OF US. 31 SO THEN, BRETHREN, NOT OF THE BONDWOMAN ARE WE CHILDREN, BUT OF THE FREE. 
* "TWO COVENANTS" (GAL.4:24) - ZAHN (GESCHICHTE DES N.T. KANONS, VOL.II, 1888) PROPOSED "TWO PROMISES", WHILE HARNACK (MARCION, 1925) "TWO EXHIBITIONS", OR "REVELATIONS" (SO RENDERED BY E.EVANS, ADVERSUS  MARCIONEM, VOL.II). - D.J.M.
V.
1 IN THE FREEDOM WHEREWITH CHRIST MADE US FREE, STAND FAST AND BE NOT ENTANGLED AGAIN [IN] THE YOKE OF BONDAGE. 2 BEHOLD, I PAUL SAY UNTO YOU, THAT, IF YE BE CIRCUMCISED, CHRIST SHALL PROFIT YOU NOTHING. 3 BUT I TESTIFY AGAIN THAT A MAN THAT IS CIRCUMCISED, A DEBTOR HE IS TO DO THE WHOLE LAW. 4 EXEMPT IS HE [WITH] THE BRAND-MARK OF BONDAGE. WHOSOEVER IN LAW ARE JUSTIFIED, [FROM] GRACE YE HAVE FALLEN. 5 FOR WE OF THE SPIRIT BY FAITH AWAIT THE HOPE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 7 YE DID RUN WELL; WHO HINDERED YOU THAT THE TRUTH YE SHOULD NOT OBEY? 8 THIS PERSUASION COMES NOT FROM HIM THAT CALLS YOU. 9 A LITTLE LEAVEN CORRUPTS THE WHOLE LOAF. 10 I HAVE CONFIDENCE IN YOU, THAT YE WILL BE NONE OTHERWISE MINDED: BUT HE THAT TROUBLES YOU SHALL BEAR THE JUDGMENT, WHOEVER HE IS. 11 BUT I, BRETHREN, IF I YET PREACH CIRCUMCISION, WHY YET AM I PERSECUTED? THEN HAS BEEN ABOLISHED THE SCANDAL OF THE CROSS. 12 I WOULD EVEN THAT THEY CASTRATE THEMSELVES WHICH THROW YOU INTO CONFUSION! 13 FOR YOU, UNTO FREEDOM WERE CALLED, BRETHREN; ONLY [USE] NOT FREEDOM FOR AN OCCASION TO THE FLESH, BUT BY LOVE SERVE YE ONE ANOTHER. 14 FOR THE WHOLE LAW IN YOU IS FULFILLED: THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF. 15 BUT IF YE BITE AND DEVOUR ONE ANOTHER, TAKE HEED THAT YE BE NOT CONSUMED ONE OF ANOTHER. 16 BUT I SAY, WALK IN THE SPIRIT, AND YE SHALL IN NO WISE FULFIL THE LUST OF THE FLESH. 17 FOR THE FLESH LUSTS AGAINST THE SPIRIT, AND THE SPIRIT AGAINST THE FLESH: FOR THESE THINGS ARE OPPOSED TO ONE ANOTHER: THAT NOT WHATSOEVER YE WISH, YE SHOULD DO. 18 BUT IF OF THE SPIRIT YE ARE LED, YE ARE NOT UNDER LAW. 19 NOW MANIFEST ARE THE WORKS OF THE FLESH, WHICH ARE FORNICATION, UNCLEANNESS, LICENTIOUSNESS, 20 IDOLATRY, SORCERY, ENMITIES, STRIFE’S, JEALOUSIES, INDIGNATIONS, CONTENTIONS, DIVISIONS, SECTS, 21 ENVYING’S, DRUNKENNESS, REVELS, AND SUCH LIKE: OF WHICH I PREVIOUSLY TELL YOU EVEN AS ALSO BEFORE, THAT THEY WHICH DO SUCH THINGS SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 22 BUT THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, LONGSUFFERING, GENTLENESS, GOODNESS, FAITH, 23 MEEKNESS, SELF-CONTROL: AGAINST SUCH THERE IS NO LAW. 24 AND THEY THAT ARE CHRIST'S HAVE CRUCIFIED THE FLESH WITH THE AFFECTIONS AND LUSTS. 25 IF WE LIVE IN THE SPIRIT, IN THE SPIRIT WE SHOULD ALSO WALK. 26 LET US NOT BE DESIROUS OF VAIN GLORY, PROVOKING ONE ANOTHER, ENVYING ONE ANOTHER. 
VI.
1 BRETHREN, IF A MAN BE OVERTAKEN IN A FAULT, YE WHICH ARE SPIRITUAL, RESTORE SUCH A ONE IN THE SPIRIT OF MEEKNESS; CONSIDERING THYSELF, LEST THOU ALSO BE TEMPTED. 2 BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER'S BURDENS, AND SO FULFIL THE LAW OF CHRIST. 3 FOR IF A MAN THINK HIMSELF TO BE SOMETHING, WHEN HE IS NOTHING, HE DECEIVES HIMSELF. 4 BUT THE WORK OF HIMSELF LET [HIM] PROVE AND THEN UNTO HIMSELF ALONE SHALL HE HAVE BOASTING, AND NOT IN ANOTHER. 5 FOR EACH SHALL BEAR THEIR OWN BURDEN. 6 BUT LET HIM THAT IS TAUGHT IN THE WORD COMMUNICATE UNTO HIM THAT TEACHES. 7 BE NOT DECEIVED; GOD IS NOT MOCKED: FOR WHATSOEVER A MAN SOWETH, THAT SHALL HE ALSO REAP. 8 FOR HE THAT SOWS UNTO THE FLESH FROM THE FLESH SHALL REAP CORRUPTION; BUT HE THAT SOWS UNTO THE SPIRIT FROM THE SPIRIT SHALL REAP LIFE EONIAN [1,000 YEAR REIGN KINGDOM IN REVELATION 5:10; 20:4-6]. 9 BUT IN WELL DOING WE SHOULD NOT LOSE HEART. 10 AND AS WE HAVE OPPORTUNITY, LET US DO GOOD, (9 B) FOR IN DUE TIME WE SHALL REAP. 11 YE SEE HOW [IN] LARGE LETTERS I HAVE WRITTEN UNTO YOU WITH MINE OWN HAND. 12 AS MANY AS DESIRE TO MAKE A FAIR SHEW IN THE FLESH, THEY CONSTRAIN YOU TO BE CIRCUMCISED; 13 FOR NEITHER THEY THEMSELVES WHO ARE CIRCUMCISED KEEP THE LAW; BUT DESIRE TO HAVE YOU CIRCUMCISED, THAT THEY MAY GLORY IN YOUR FLESH. 14 BUT GOD FORBID THAT I SHOULD GLORY, SAVE IN THE CROSS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOM THE WORLD IS CRUCIFIED UNTO ME, AND I UNTO THE WORLD. 17 [FOR] THE REST LET NO ONE GIVE TO ME TROUBLES: FOR I BEAR THE MARKS OF CHRIST IN MY BODY. 18 THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST BE WITH YOUR SPIRIT, BRETHREN. AMEN. 
THE DOCTRINE OF CARPOCRATES
JEROME WROTE THAT THE BLOOD OF CHRIST WAS STILL NEWLY SHED IN JUDEA WHEN DENIERS OF THE REALITY OF HIS FLESH AROSE, A HYPERBOLE WHICH NONETHELESS DRAWS OUR ATTENTION TO THE GNOSTICS’ PARTICIPATION IN THE LATE ANTIQUE HATRED OF THE BODY. BECAUSE THEY VIEWED SPIRIT AS GOOD AND MATTER AS EVIL THE GNOSTICS SOMETIMES PRACTICED ASCETICISM, BUT MANY OF THEM BELIEVED THAT THE BODY AS WORTHLESS COULD BE GIVEN OVER TO LICENTIOUSNESS. CERINTHUS, A JEWISH GNOSTIC, HAD SUCH A REPUTATION THAT THE APOSTLE JOHN, ON ENTERING THE BATHS WITH SOME ASSOCIATES AND FINDING HIM THERE, IS SAID, BY IRENAEUS, TO HAVE IMMEDIATELY LEFT WITH THE WORDS, “LET US FLEE LEST THE BATHHOUSE FALL DOWN BECAUSE CERINTHUS, THE ENEMY OF THE TRUTH, IS INSIDE.” CERINTHUS ACCEPTED OF THE GOSPELS ONLY A TRUNCATED VERSION OF THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW IN WHICH HE CLAIMED TO FIND THAT JESUS WAS BETWEEN HIS BAPTISM AND PASSION INDWELLED BY CHRIST AND THAT HE WOULD RETURN AND USHER IN A THOUSAND YEARS OF VOLUPTUOUS PLEASURE BEFORE THE END OF TIME. THE OPHITE SECT OF THE CAINITES HELD EVERY VILLAIN OF THE OLD TESTAMENT FOR A HERO AND THOUGHT SALVATION WAS DENIED THEM UNLESS THEY COMMITTED WHATEVER IMPURE ACT CAME INTO THEIR MINDS. THEY ACKNOWLEDGED JESUS’ GOODNESS BUT CLAIMED HIS CRUCIFIXION AND ITS BENEFITS UNTHINKABLE WITHOUT THE INTERPOSITION OF JUDAS WHOSE NEWLY REDISCOVERED GOSPEL THEY POSSESSED. THEY ALSO HAD THE ASCENT OF PAUL WHICH PURPORTED TO BE THE INEFFABLE MYSTERIES THE APOSTLE PAUL HEARD IN HEAVEN. THE NICOLAITANS WERE THE CAINITES’ UNCONSCIOUS MODELS. IN THE SECOND CHAPTER OF THE APOCALYPSE OF JOHN, CHRIST CONDEMNS THE DEEDS OF THE NICOLAITANS AND MENTIONS FORNICATION AS AMONG THEIR PRACTICES (REVELATION 2:6, 14-15). THE EARLY CHURCH FATHERS HELD THAT NICOLAS OF ANTIOCH WAS THE FOUNDER OF THE SECT, THOUGH CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA BELIEVED HIM INNOCENT. IF GUILTY HE IS A CLASSIC EXAMPLE OF A MEMBER OF ANY GROUP WITH A PROMISING CAREER GOING OVER TO THE ENEMY. HE WAS INITIALLY A HELLENISTIC CONVERT TO JUDAISM AND BECAME ONE OF THE SEVEN DEACONS CHOSEN BY THE APOSTLES TO ADMINISTER THE CHARITABLE FEASTS OF THE CHURCH OF JERUSALEM (ACTS 6:1-6). WITH TIME HE CAME TO SEE NOTHING WRONG WITH PARTAKING OF MEAT SACRIFICED TO IDOLS. ACCUSED OF JEALOUSY BY THE APOSTLES HE IS SAID TO HAVE BROUGHT HIS BEAUTIFUL WIFE BEFORE THEM AND INVITED ANYONE WHO SO DESIRED TO MARRY HER. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT AFTER THIS INCIDENT HE BECAME AN ACTIVE ANTAGONIST AND PERSECUTOR OF HIS FORMER COLLEAGUES. HIS SPIRITUAL SUCCESSOR, WHOM HISTORY KNOWS AS CARPOCRATES, WAS INFLUENCED BY A LOST WORK ABOUT THE ORIGIN OF THE WORLD IN WHICH THE MONAD CREATED AN IDEA AND THE TWO BY THEIR UNION BROUGHT FORTH THE INVISIBLE POWERS OF THE UNIVERSE. CARPOCRATES CONCLUDED THAT SOME OF THESE POWERS OR THEIR EMANATIONS HAD ENSLAVED MANKIND TO ENDLESS INCARNATIONS. THERE WAS LITTLE HOPE OF RELEASE FROM THIS PREDICAMENT UNTIL THE HISTORICAL JESUS, BY EXERCISING HIS PLATONIC ABILITY OF REMINISCENCE (ANAMNĒSIS), RECOLLECTED ALL HE HAD SEEN IN THE DIVINE SPHERE BEFORE HE WAS BORN. WHEN JESUS SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, “THOU SHALT BY NO MEANS COME OUT TILL THOU HAST PAID THE LAST CENT” (MATTHEW 5:26) HE MEANT THAT THE SOUL MUST EXPERIENCE LIFE TO THE FULLEST IN ORDER TO AVOID FURTHER IMPRISONMENTS OF THE SPIRIT IN MATTER. THE FOLLOWERS OF CARPOCRATES, WHO BRANDED THE BACK OF THEIR RIGHT EARLOBES IN AN OUTLANDISH REPRESENTATION OF THE BAPTISM OF FIRE, PRACTICED SORCERY AND WORSHIPPED IMAGES OF THE GREEK PHILOSOPHERS IN ADDITION TO JESUS WHOSE ORIGINAL PORTRAIT THEY SAID HAD BEEN COMMISSIONED BY PILATE. THEY PROCURED COPIES OF APOCRYPHAL GOSPELS AND ACTS AND INSERTED ANECDOTES ABOUT JESUS’ DISCIPLES, THOUGH THIS REMAINS CONTROVERSIAL. THEY ALSO CELEBRATED THEIR OWN LIBIDINOUS VERSION OF THE CHRISTIAN [SEXUAL] LOVE FEAST AND WERE PARTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ROMAN MYTH THAT THE EARLY [PAPAL] CHRISTIANS WERE IMMORAL. BY A CEPHALONIAN WOMAN CARPOCRATES ENGENDERED A SON, EPIPHANES, WHO DIED IN HIS SEVENTEENTH YEAR AND WAS AFTERWARDS CELEBRATED AS A GOD BY THE CARPOCRATIANS WHO RAISED A TEMPLE OF VAST BLOCKS OF STONE AND GATHERED THERE EVERY MONTH TO FEAST IN HIS HONOR. EPIPHANES, WHO WAS FAMILIAR WITH PLATO’S DIALOGUES AND ESPECIALLY THE PHAEDRUS (APPARENTLY A GNOSTIC FAVORITE), WROTE A TREATISE WHICH URGED THE WISDOM OF SEXUAL COMMUNISM AND WHICH HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS THE PRODUCT OF AN INTELLIGENT BUT DEGENERATE ADOLESCENT OF PORNOGRAPHIC TENDENCIES. EPIPHANES APPEALED TO THE REPUBLIC FOR HIS IDEA OF A COMMUNITY OF WOMEN, BUT CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, OUR SOLE SOURCE FOR EPIPHANES’ WORK, THOUGHT OF THE PLATONIC COMMUNITY OF WOMEN MORE AS A COMPANY OF MARRIAGEABLE GIRLS FROM WHICH THE YOUNG CITIZEN COULD CHOOSE HIS WIFE. WE DO NOT KNOW HOW LONG CARPOCRATES SURVIVED THE DEATH OF HIS SON, BUT HIS MANTLE WAS PICKED UP BY A FEMALE DEVOTEE, MARCELLINA, WHO IS AN ILLUSTRATION OF THE PROMINENCE WOMEN OFTEN ACHIEVED IN GNOSTIC CIRCLES DESPITE GNOSTICISM’S OFFICIALLY MISOGYNISTIC SLANT. MARCELLINA BROUGHT THE TEACHINGS OF HER MASTER TO ROME DURING THE TIME OF ANICETUS, A BISHOP WHOSE PONTIFICATE WAS ALSO TROUBLED BY THE INCREASING CONTROVERSY OVER THE CORRECT DATE OF CELEBRATING EASTER. THERE WERE SEVERAL OTHER GROUPS AKIN TO THE CARPOCRATIANS INCLUDING THE ANTITACTAE WHO BELIEVED THAT THE [SEXLESS] LAWS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT WERE NOT MADE BY THE FATHER [STEPHEN] BUT BY THE DEMIURGE WHO SOWED TARES AMONG THE WHEAT THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SOWED AND MUST THEREFORE BE DISOBEYED. ANOTHER GNOSTIC OF SIMILAR VIEWS, PRODICUS, DENIED THE NEED FOR PRAYER SINCE GOD WAS ALREADY AWARE OF THE NEEDS OF HIS PEOPLE. PRODICUS FELT THAT SINCE THE SALVATION OF THE ELECT WAS ASSURED, MORALITY WAS UNNECESSARY AND APOSTASY A FORGIVABLE OFFENSE WHICH ONLY DECEIVED A [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT WORLD. LIKE MANY GNOSTICS, PRODICUS’ FOLLOWERS POSSESSED WORKS BY ZOROASTER WHICH PORPHYRY WAS TO PROVE INAUTHENTIC. PURSUERS OF PLEASURE, THE GROUP SURROUNDING PRODICUS BEHAVED AS THOUGH THEY WERE ABOVE ALL [SEXUAL] LAWS, BUT CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA OBSERVED THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO DO EVERYTHING THEY DESIRED IN BROAD DAYLIGHT.
THE DOCTRINE OF EPIPHANES ON RIGHTEOUSNESS (JUSTICE)
THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IS A KIND OF SHARING ALONG WITH EQUALITY. THERE IS EQUALITY IN THE HEAVEN WHICH IS STRETCHED OUT IN ALL DIRECTIONS AND CONTAINS THE ENTIRE EARTH IN ITS CIRCLE. THE NIGHT REVEALS ALL THE STARS EQUALLY. THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, WHICH IS THE CAUSE OF THE DAYTIME AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF LIGHT [JAMES 1:17], GOD POURS OUT FROM ABOVE UPON THE EARTH IN EQUAL MEASURE TO ALL WHO HAVE POWER TO SEE. FOR ALL SEE ALIKE, SINCE HERE IS NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN RICH AND POOR, PEOPLE AND GOVERNOR, STUPID AND CLEVER, FEMALE AND MALE, FREE MEN AND SLAVES. EVEN THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS ARE NOT ACCORDED ANY DIFFERENT TREATMENT; BUT IN JUST THE SAME WAY GOD POURS OUT FROM ABOVE SUNLIGHT EQUALLY UPON ALL THE ANIMALS. HE ESTABLISHES HIS JUSTICE TO BOTH GOOD AND BAD BY SEEING THAT NONE IS ABLE TO GET MORE THAN HIS SHARE AND TO DEPRIVE HIS NEIGHBOR, SO THAT HE HAS TWICE THE LIGHT HIS NEIGHBOR HAS. THE SUN CAUSES FOOD TO GROW FOR ALL LIVING BEINGS ALIKE; THE UNIVERSAL JUSTICE IS GIVEN TO ALL EQUALLY. IN THIS RESPECT THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE SPECIES OF OXEN AND PARTICULAR OXEN, BETWEEN THE SPECIES OF PIGS AND PARTICULAR PIGS, BETWEEN THE SPECIES OF SHEEP AND PARTICULAR SHEEP, AND SO WITH ALL THE REST. IN THEM UNIVERSALITY IS MANIFEST IN JUSTICE. FURTHERMORE, ALL PLANTS AFTER THEIR KIND ARE SOWN EQUALLY IN THE EARTH. COMMON NOURISHMENT GROWS FOR ALL BEASTS WHICH FEED ON THE EARTH´S PRODUCE; TO ALL IT IS ALIKE. IT IS REGULATED BY NO [SEXLESS] LAW, BUT RATHER IS HARMONIOUSLY AVAILABLE TO ALL THROUGH THE GIFT OF HIM WHO GAVE IT AND COMMANDED IT TO GROW. AND FOR BIRTH THERE IS NO WRITTEN [SEXLESS] LAW; OTHERWISE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN TRANSCRIBED. ALL BEINGS BEGET AND GIVE BIRTH ALIKE, HAVING RECEIVED BY JUSTICE AN IN-ATE EQUALITY. THE [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL WITH HIS OWN JUSTICE APPOINTED THIS, JUST AS HE GAVE EQUALLY THE EYE TO ALL TO ENABLE THEM TO SEE. HE DID NOT MAKE A DISTINCTION BETWEEN FEMALE AND MALE, RATIONAL AND IRRATIONAL, NOR BETWEEN ANYTHING ELSE AT ALL; RATHER HE SHARED OUT SIGHT EQUALLY AND UNIVERSALLY. IT WAS GIVEN TO ALL ALIKE BY A SINGLE COMMAND. AS THE [SEXLESS] LAWS COULD NOT PUNISH MEN WHO WERE IGNORANT OF THEM, THEY THOUGHT MAN TO TRANSGRESS. FOR PARTICULARITY OF THE [SEXLESS] LAWS CUT UP AND DESTROYED THE UNIVERSAL EQUALITY OF THE DIVINE [SEXLESS] LAW...THE IDEAS OF MINE AND THINE CREPT IN THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] LAWS WHICH CAUSE THE EARTH, MONEY, AND EVEN MARRIAGE NO LONGER TO BRING FORTH FRUIT OF COMMON USE. FOR GOD MADE VINES FOR ALL TO USE IN COMMON, SINCE THEY DO NOT REFUSE THE SPARROW OR THE THIEF; AND SIMILARLY, WHEAT AND OTHER FRUITS. BUT OUTLAWED SHARING AND THE VESTIGES OF EQUALITY GENERATED THE THIEF OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS AND FRUITS. FOR MAN GOD MADE ALL THINGS TO BE COMMON PROPERTY. HE BROUGHT THE FEMALE TO BE WITH THE MALE IN COMMON AND IN THE SAME WAY UNITED ALL THE ANIMALS. HE THUS SHOWED RIGHTEOUSNESS TO BE A UNIVERSAL SHARING ALONG WITH EQUALITY. BUT THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN BORN IN THIS WAY HAVE DENIED THE SHARING WHICH IS THE COROLLARY OF THEIR ORIGIN AND SAY LET HIM WHO HAS TAKEN ONE WOMAN KEEP HER, WHEREAS ALL CAN SHARE HER, JUST AS THE OTHER ANIMALS SHOW US. WITH VIEW TO THE PERMANENCE OF THE RACE, HE HAS IMPLANTED IN MALES A STRONG AND ARDENT DESIRE WHICH NEITHER [SEXLESS] LAW NOR CUSTOM NOR ANY OTHER RESTRAINT IS ABLE TO DESTROY. FOR IT IS GOD´S DECREE...CONSEQUENTLY, ONE MUST UNDERSTAND THE SAYING YOU SHALL NOT DESIRE AS IF THE [SEXLESS] LAWGIVER WAS MAKING A JEST, TO WHICH HE ADDED THE EVEN MORE COMIC WORDS YOUR NEIGHBOR’S GOODS. FOR HE HIMSELF GAVE THE DESIRE TO SUSTAIN THE RACE ORDERS THAT IT IS TO BE SUPPOSED, THOUGH HE REMOVES IT FROM NO OTHER ANIMALS. AND BY THE WORDS YOUR NEIGHBOR’S WIFE HE SAYS SOMETHING EVEN MORE LUDICROUS, SINCE HE FORCES WHAT SHOULD BE COMMON PROPERTY TO BE TREATED AS PRIVATE POSSESSION. 
THE CAINITES & THE SETHIANS
THE CAINITE RACE & THE SETHIAN RACE
THE BIBLE IS THE ONLY HISTORICAL RECORD OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE CAINITE RACE (GEN. 4; HEB. 11:4; 1 JOHN 3:12; JUDE 11). CAIN MARRIED HIS SISTER. EVE WAS THE MOTHER OF ALL LIVING (GEN. 3:20) [SO NAMED AFTER THE FALL]. THE ANTEDILUVIAN CIVILIZATION WAS APPARENTLY A COUSIN SYSTEM OF MARRIAGE AND PROCREATION. THERE WERE NO MUTANT GENES PRIOR TO THE FLOOD (GREAT HEALTH AND AGE). THEY WERE GENETICALLY A PURE BRED. CAINITE LOSS NO LORD (GEN. 4:14-16). CAINITE LAND NOD (EXILE/EAST OF EDEN) (GEN. 4:16). CAINITE LEGACY NUMBER OF GENERATIONS (GEN. 4:17-22). CAINITE LEADER NOTABLE DYNASTY OF LAMECH (GEN. 4:23-24). THE SIX ASPECTS OF CAINITE RACE.  1. THE TWO RACES OF MANKIND THAT EXISTED DURING THE ANTE-DILUVIAN CIVILIZATION WERE THE CAINITES AND SETHITES. THE CAINITES REPRESENTED THE UNSAVED SEED OF SATAN (GEN. 3:15; 4:14-26; ROM. 5:12; 2 PET. 2:5). THE SETHITES REPRESENTED THE SAVED SEED OF CHRIST (GEN. 3:15; LUKE 3:36-38; 1 COR. 15:22, 45; 2 PET. 2:5). 2. THE CAINITE RACE CONSISTED OF EIGHT GENERATIONS FROM ADAM TO NOAH (GEN. 4:16-24). THE CAINITES CONSISTED OF THE LAST SEVEN OF THESE GENERATIONS. THE CAINITES HAD A PROMINENT HISTORY DURING THE ANTEDILUVIAN PERIOD. EACH HEBREW NAME REPRESENTED A SPECIFIC ASPECT OF ITS GENERATION’S HISTORY. CAIN (SPEAR/SACRIFICIAL KNIFE) – FIRST KILLING BASED ON EVIL THINKING. ENOCH (DEDICATION) – EVIL SYSTEM OF DEFIANCE AGAINST DIVINE PUNISHMENT (VAGRANT). IRAD (CITY) – SOCIAL EVIL TRENDS. MEHUJAEL (SMITTEN OF GOD) – DIVINE JUDGEMENT COMING UPON CIVILIZATION. METHUSHAEL (MAN OF GOD) – GOD-CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE 4TH GENERATION FROM CAIN. IT WAS THE BEGINNING OF NOAH’S MINISTRY. LAMECH (STRONG) – INFLUENTIAL LEADER OF EVIL (MOST FAMOUS CAINITE DYNASTY). LAMECH’S CHILDREN (JABAL, JUBAL, TUBAL-CAIN, AND NAAMAH) – NOAHIC FLOOD GENERATION. 3. THE CAINITE RACE SHOW THAT THE ANTEDILUVIAN CIVILIZATION WAS NOT THE PRIMITIVE CAVE MAN TYPE ESPOUSED BY MANY. TRIBAL GOVERNING AUTHORITY – CAIN (17), URBANIZATION / CITIES – ENOCH AND IRAD (17-18). RELIGION – MEHUJAEL AND METHUSHAEL (18). BIGAMY FAMILY – LAMECH (19). COMMERCE/WEALTH – JABAL (20). ARTS AND MUSIC – JUBAL (21). INVENTION / SCIENCE / TECHNOLOGY / BEAUTY QUEENS – TUBAL-CAIN AND NAAMAH (22). CRIME/SEXUAL PERVERSION – LAMECH AND CHILDREN (23-24); (70 X 7 – MATT. 18:21-22). 4. THE PROGENY OF CAIN REMINDS US THAT UNREGENERATE MAN CAN BE VERY SMART AND SUCCESSFUL AND ENJOY THE EMBELLISHMENTS OF WORLDLY DETAILS OF LIFE (LUKE 18:22-30) (RYR). THE PROGENY OF CAIN REMINDS US THAT WORLDLY DETAILS OF LIFE ARE NO SOLUTION TO LOSS OF SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD BECAUSE OF AOS (MATT. 6:19-34; HEB. 11:26). THEY REMIND US THAT WORLDLY DETAILS OF LIFE ARE NO SUBSTITUTE FOR A RIGHTEOUS [SEXLESS] RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD THROUGH FAITH IN THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST (LUKE 18:24-25; GEN. 4:3-5). THEY REMIND US THAT WORLDLY DETAILS OF LIFE CANNOT BUY ETERNAL LIFE OR ETERNAL REWARDS FOR LIFE AFTER DEATH (LUKE 16:19-31; 1 TIM. 6:17-19). 5. THE CAINITE RACE CO-HABITED WITH FALLEN ANGELS THAT BROUGHT DIVINE JUDGMENT UPON THE ANTEDILUVIAN CIVILIZATION (GEN. 6:1-5, 11-13; JUDE 6; 1 PET. 3:19-20; REV. 9:11). “FOR IF GOD DID NOT SPARE ANGELS WHEN THEY SINNED, BUT CAST THEM INTO HELL AND COMMITTED THEM TO PITS OF DARKNESS, RESERVED FOR JUDGMENT; AND DID NOT SPARE THE ANCIENT WORLD, BUT PRESERVED NOAH, A PREACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, WITH SEVEN OTHERS, WHEN HE BROUGHT A FLOOD UPON THE WORLD OF THE UNGODLY.” (2 PET. 2:4-5) 6. THE CAINITE RACE WAS DESTROYED BY THE NOAHIC FLOOD (HEB. 11:7; 1 PET. 3:20; 2 PET. 3:3-9; LUKE 17:26-27; MATT. 24:37-39). “THUS, HE BLOTTED OUT EVERY LIVING THING THAT WAS UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, FROM MAN TO ANIMALS TO CREEPING THINGS AND TO BIRDS OF THE SKY, AND THEY WERE BLOTTED OUT FROM THE EARTH; AND ONLY NOAH WAS LEFT, TOGETHER WITH THOSE THAT WERE HIM IN THE ARK. AND THE WATER PREVAILED UPON THE EARTH ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY DAYS.” (GEN. 7:23-24) 
ST. ORIGEN
ORIGEN: CONTRA CELSUM - BOOK 1
BOOK I.
1. WHEN FALSE WITNESSES TESTIFIED AGAINST OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, HE REMAINED SILENT; AND WHEN UNFOUNDED CHARGES WERE BROUGHT AGAINST HIM, HE RETURNED NO ANSWER, BELIEVING THAT HIS WHOLE LIFE AND CONDUCT AMONG THE JEWS WERE A BETTER REFUTATION THAN ANY ANSWER TO THE FALSE TESTIMONY, OR THAN ANY FORMAL DEFENSE AGAINST THE ACCUSATIONS. AND I KNOW NOT, MY PIOUS AMBROSIUS, WHY YOU WISHED ME TO WRITE A REPLY TO THE FALSE CHARGES BROUGHT BY CELSUS AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS, AND TO HIS ACCUSATIONS DIRECTED AGAINST THE FAITH OF THE CHURCHES IN HIS TREATISE; AS IF THE FACTS THEMSELVES DID NOT FURNISH A MANIFEST REFUTATION, AND THE DOCTRINE A BETTER ANSWER THAN ANY WRITING, SEEING IT BOTH DISPOSES OF THE FALSE STATEMENTS, AND DOES NOT LEAVE TO THE ACCUSATIONS ANY CREDIBILITY OR VALIDITY. NOW, WITH RESPECT TO OUR LORD'S SILENCE WHEN FALSE WITNESS WAS BORNE AGAINST HIM, IT IS SUFFICIENT AT PRESENT TO QUOTE THE WORDS OF MATTHEW, FOR THE TESTIMONY OF MARK IS TO THE SAME EFFECT. AND THE WORDS OF MATTHEW ARE AS FOLLOW: "AND THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE COUNCIL SOUGHT FALSE WITNESS AGAINST JESUS TO PUT HIM TO DEATH, BUT FOUND NONE, ALTHOUGH MANY FALSE WITNESSES CAME FORWARD. AT LAST TWO FALSE WITNESSES CAME AND SAID, THIS, FELLOW SAID, I AM ABLE TO DESTROY THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND AFTER THREE DAYS TO BUILD IT UP. AND THE HIGH PRIEST AROSE, AND SAID TO HIM, ANSWEREST THOU NOTHING TO WHAT THESE WITNESS AGAINST THEE? BUT JESUS HELD HIS PEACE." AND THAT HE RETURNED NO ANSWER WHEN FALSELY ACCUSED, THE FOLLOWING IS THE STATEMENT: "AND JESUS STOOD BEFORE THE GOVERNOR; AND HE ASKED HIM, SAYING, ART THOU THE KING OF THE JEWS? AND JESUS SAID TO HIM, THOU SAYEST. AND WHEN HE WAS ACCUSED OF THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND ELDERS, HE ANSWERED NOTHING. THEN SAID PILATE UNTO HIM, HEAREST THOU NOT HOW MANY THINGS THEY WITNESS AGAINST THEE? AND HE ANSWERED HIM TO NEVER A WORD, INSOMUCH THAT THE GOVERNOR MARVELED GREATLY." 
2. IT WAS, INDEED, MATTER OF SURPRISE TO MEN EVEN OF ORDINARY INTELLIGENCE, THAT ONE WHO WAS ACCUSED AND ASSAILED BY FALSE TESTIMONY, BUT WHO WAS ABLE TO DEFEND HIMSELF, AND TO SHOW THAT HE WAS GUILTY OF NONE OF THE CHARGES (ALLEGED), AND WHO MIGHT HAVE ENUMERATED THE PRAISEWORTHY DEEDS OF HIS OWN LIFE, AND HIS MIRACLES WROUGHT BY DIVINE POWER, SO AS TO GIVE THE JUDGE AN OPPORTUNITY OF DELIVERING A MORE HONOURABLE JUDGMENT REGARDING HIM, SHOULD NOT HAVE DONE THIS, BUT SHOULD HAVE DISDAINED SUCH A PROCEDURE, AND IN THE NOBLENESS OF HIS NATURE HAVE CONTEMNED HIS ACCUSERS. THAT THE JUDGE WOULD, WITHOUT ANY HESITATION, HAVE SET HIM AT LIBERTY IF HE HAD OFFERED A DEFENSE, IS CLEAR FROM WHAT IS RELATED OF HIM WHEN HE SAID, "WHICH OF THE TWO DO YE WISH THAT I SHOULD RELEASE UNTO YOU, BARABBAS OR JESUS, WHO IS CALLED CHRIST?" AND FROM WHAT THE SCRIPTURE ADDS, "FOR HE KNEW THAT FOR ENVY THEY HAD DELIVERED HIM." JESUS, HOWEVER, IS AT ALL TIMES ASSAILED BY FALSE WITNESSES, HAND, WHILE WICKEDNESS REMAINS IN THE WORLD, IS EVER EXPOSED TO ACCUSATION. AND YET EVEN NOW HE CONTINUES SILENT BEFORE THESE THINGS, AND MAKES NO AUDIBLE ANSWER, BUT PLACES HIS DEFENSE IN THE LIVES OF HIS GENUINE DISCIPLES, WHICH ARE A PRE-EMINENT TESTIMONY, AND ONE THAT RISES SUPERIOR TO ALL FALSE WITNESS, AND REFUTES AND OVERTHROWS ALL UNFOUNDED ACCUSATIONS AND CHARGES. 
3. I VENTURE, THEN, TO SAY THAT THIS "APOLOGY" WHICH YOU REQUIRE ME TO COMPOSE WILL SOMEWHAT WEAKEN THAT DEFENSE (OF CHRISTIANITY) WHICH RESTS ON FACTS, AND THAT POWER OF JESUS WHICH IS MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO ARE NOT ALTOGETHER DEVOID OF PERCEPTION. NOTWITHSTANDING, THAT WE MAY NOT HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF BEING RELUCTANT TO UNDERTAKE THE TASK WHICH YOU HAVE ENJOINED, WE HAVE ENDEAVOURED, TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, TO SUGGEST, BY WAY OF ANSWER TO EACH OF THE STATEMENTS ADVANCED BY CELSUS, WHAT SEEMED TO US ADAPTED TO REFUTE THEM, ALTHOUGH HIS ARGUMENTS HAVE NO POWER TO SHAKE THE FAITH OF ANY (TRUE) BELIEVER. AND FORBID, INDEED, THAT ANY ONE SHOULD BE FOUND WHO, AFTER HAVING BEEN A PARTAKER IN SUCH A LOVE OF GOD AS WAS (DISPLAYED) IN CHRIST JESUS, COULD BE SHAKEN IN HIS PURPOSE BY THE ARGUMENTS OF CELSUS, OR OF ANY SUCH AS HE. FOR PAUL, WHEN ENUMERATING THE INNUMERABLE CAUSES WHICH GENERALLY SEPARATE MEN FROM THE LOVE OF CHRIST AND FROM THE LOVE OF GOD IN CHRIST JESUS (TO ALL OF WHICH, THE LOVE THAT WAS IN HIMSELF ROSE SUPERIOR), DID NOT SET DOWN ARGUMENT AMONG THE GROUNDS OF SEPARATION. FOR OBSERVE THAT HE SAYS, FIRSTLY: "WHO SHALL SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF CHRIST? SHALL TRIBULATION, OR DISTRESS, OR PERSECUTION, OR FAMINE, OR NAKEDNESS, OR PERIL, OR SWORD? (AS IT IS WRITTEN, FOR THY SAKE WE ARE KILLED ALL THE DAY LONG; WE ARE ACCOUNTED AS SHEEP FOR THE SLAUGHTER.) NAY, IN ALL THESE THINGS WE ARE MORE THAN CONQUERORS THROUGH HIM THAT LOVED US." AND SECONDLY, WHEN LAYING DOWN ANOTHER SERIES OF CAUSES WHICH NATURALLY TEND TO SEPARATE THOSE WHO ARE NOT FIRMLY GROUNDED IN THEIR RELIGION, HE SAYS: "FOR I AM PERSUADED THAT NEITHER DEATH, NOR LIFE, NOR ANGELS, NOR PRINCIPALITIES, NOR POWERS, NOR THINGS PRESENT, NOR THINGS TO COME, NOR HEIGHT, NOR DEPTH, NOR ANY OTHER CREATURE, SHALL BE ABLE TO SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD, WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD." 
4. NOW, TRULY, IT IS PROPER THAT WE SHOULD FEEL ELATED BECAUSE AFFLICTIONS, OR THOSE OTHER CAUSES ENUMERATED BY PAUL, DO NOT SEPARATE US (FROM CHRIST); BUT NOT THAT PAUL AND THE OTHER APOSTLES, AND ANY OTHER RESEMBLING THEM, (SHOULD ENTERTAIN THAT FEELING), BECAUSE THEY WERE FAR EXALTED ABOVE SUCH THINGS WHEN THEY SAID, "IN ALL THESE THINGS WE ARE MORE THAN CONQUERORS THROUGH HIM THAT LOVED US," WHICH IS A STRONGER STATEMENT THAN THAT THEY ARE SIMPLY "CONQUERORS." BUT IF IT BE PROPER FOR APOSTLES TO ENTERTAIN A FEELING OF ELATION IN NOT BEING SEPARATED FROM THE LOVE OF GOD THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD, THAT FEELING WILL BE ENTERTAINED BY THEM, BECAUSE NEITHER DEATH, NOR LIFE, NOR ANGELS, NOR PRINCIPALITIES, NOR ANY OF THE THINGS THAT FOLLOW, CAN SEPARATE THEM FROM THE LOVE OF GOD WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD. AND THEREFORE, I DO NOT CONGRATULATE THAT BELIEVER IN CHRIST WHOSE FAITH CAN BE SHAKEN BY CELSUS--WHO NO LONGER SHARES THE COMMON LIFE OF MEN, BUT HAS LONG SINCE DEPARTED--OR BY ANY APPARENT PLAUSIBILITY OF ARGUMENT. FOR I DO NOT KNOW IN WHAT RANK TO PLACE HIM WHO HAS NEED OF ARGUMENTS WRITTEN IN BOOKS IN ANSWER TO THE CHARGES OF CELSUS AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS, IN ORDER TO PREVENT HIM FROM BEING SHAKEN IN HIS FAITH, AND CONFIRM HIM IN IT. BUT NEVERTHELESS, SINCE IN THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE WHO ARE CONSIDERED BELIEVERS SOME SUCH PERSONS MIGHT BE FOUND AS WOULD HAVE THEIR FAITH SHAKEN AND OVERTHROWN BY THE WRITINGS OF CELSUS, BUT WHO MIGHT BE PRESERVED BY A REPLY TO THEM OF SUCH A NATURE AS TO REFUTE HIS STATEMENTS AND TO EXHIBIT THE TRUTH, WE HAVE DEEMED IT RIGHT TO YIELD TO YOUR INJUNCTION, AND TO FURNISH AN ANSWER TO THE TREATISE WHICH YOU SENT US, BUT WHICH I DO NOT THINK THAT ANY ONE, ALTHOUGH ONLY A SHORT WAY ADVANCED IN PHILOSOPHY, WILL ALLOW TO BE A "TRUE DISCOURSE," AS CELSUS HAS ENTITLED IT. 
5. PAUL, INDEED, OBSERVING THAT THERE ARE IN GREEK PHILOSOPHY CERTAIN THINGS NOT TO BE LIGHTLY ESTEEMED, WHICH ARE PLAUSIBLE IN THE EYES OF THE MANY, BUT WHICH REPRESENT FALSEHOOD AS TRUTH, SAYS WITH REGARD TO SUCH: "BEWARE LEST ANY MAN SPOIL YOU THROUGH PHILOSOPHY AND VAIN DECEIT, AFTER THE TRADITION OF MEN, AFTER THE RUDIMENTS OF THE WORLD, AND NOT AFTER CHRIST." AND SEEING THAT THERE WAS A KIND OF GREATNESS MANIFEST IN THE WORDS OF THE WORLD'S WISDOM, HE SAID THAT THE WORDS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS WERE "ACCORDING TO THE RUDIMENTS OF THE WORLD." NO MAN OF SENSE, HOWEVER, WOULD SAY THAT THOSE OF CELSUS WERE "ACCORDING TO THE RUDIMENTS OF THE WORLD." NOW THOSE WORDS, WHICH CONTAINED SOME ELEMENT OF DECEITFULNESS, THE APOSTLE NAMED "VAIN DECEIT," PROBABLY BY WAY OF DISTINCTION FROM A DECEIT THAT WAS NOT "VAIN;" AND THE PROPHET JEREMIAH OBSERVING THIS, VENTURED TO SAY TO GOD," O LORD, THOU, HAST DECEIVED ME, AND I WAS DECEIVED; THOU ART STRONGER THAN I, AND HAST PREVAILED." BUT IN THE LANGUAGE OF CELSUS THERE SEEMS TO ME TO BE NO DECEITFULNESS AT ALL, NOT EVEN THAT WHICH IS "VAIN;" SUCH DECEITFULNESS, VIZ., AS IS FOUND IN THE LANGUAGE OF THOSE WHO HAVE FOUNDED PHILOSOPHICAL SECTS, AND WHO HAVE BEEN ENDOWED WITH NO ORDINARY TALENT FOR SUCH PURSUITS. AND AS NO ONE WOULD SAY THAT ANY ORDINARY ERROR IN GEOMETRICAL DEMONSTRATIONS WAS INTENDED TO DECEIVE, OR WOULD DESCRIBE IT FOR THE SAKE OF EXERCISE IN SUCH MATTERS; SO THOSE OPINIONS WHICH ARE TO BE STYLED "VAIN DECEIT," AND THE "TRADITION OF MEN," AND "ACCORDING TO THE RUDIMENTS OF THE WORLD," MUST HAVE SOME RESEMBLANCE TO THE VIEWS OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN THE FOUNDERS OF PHILOSOPHICAL SECTS, (IF SUCH TITLES ARE TO BE APPROPRIATELY APPLIED TO THEM). 
6. AFTER PROCEEDING WITH THIS WORK AS FAR AS THE PLACE WHERE CELSUS INTRODUCES THE JEW DISPUTING WITH JESUS, I RESOLVED TO PREFIX THIS PREFACE TO THE BEGINNING (OF THE TREATISE), IN ORDER THAT THE READER OF OUR REPLY TO CELSUS MIGHT FALL IN WITH IT FIRST, AND SEE THAT THIS BOOK HAS BEEN COMPOSED NOT FOR THOSE WHO ARE THOROUGH BELIEVERS, BUT FOR SUCH AS ARE EITHER WHOLLY UNACQUAINTED WITH THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, OR FOR THOSE WHO, AS THE APOSTLE TERMS THEM, ARE "WEAK IN THE FAITH;" REGARDING WHOM HE SAYS, "HIM THAT IS WEAK IN THE FAITH RECEIVE YE." AND THIS PREFACE MUST BE MY APOLOGY FOR BEGINNING MY ANSWER TO CELSUS ON ONE PLAN, AND CARRYING IT ON ON ANOTHER. FOR MY FIRST INTENTION WAS TO INDICATE HIS PRINCIPAL OBJECTIONS, AND THEN BRIEFLY THE ANSWERS THAT WERE RETURNED TO THEM, AND SUBSEQUENTLY TO MAKE A SYSTEMATIC TREATISE OF THE WHOLE DISCOURSE. BUT AFTERWARDS, CIRCUMSTANCES THEMSELVES SUGGESTED TO ME THAT I SHOULD BE ECONOMICAL OF MY TIME, AND THAT, SATISFIED WITH WHAT I HAD ALREADY STATED AT THE COMMENCEMENT, I SHOULD IN THE FOLLOWING PART GRAPPLE CLOSELY, TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY, WITH THE CHARGES OF CELSUS. I HAVE THEREFORE TO ASK INDULGENCE FOR THOSE PORTIONS WHICH FOLLOW THE PREFACE TOWARDS THE BEGINNING OF THE BOOK. AND IF YOU ARE NOT IMPRESSED BY THE POWERFUL ARGUMENTS WHICH SUCCEED, THEN, ASKING SIMILAR INDULGENCE ALSO WITH RESPECT TO THEM, I REFER YOU, IF YOU STILL DESIRE AN ARGUMENTATIVE SOLUTION OF THE OBJECTIONS OF CELSUS, TO THOSE MEN WHO ARE WISER THAN MYSELF, AND WHO ARE ABLE BY WORDS AND TREATISES TO OVERTHROW THE CHARGES WHICH HE BRINGS AGAINST US. BUT BETTER IS THE MAN WHO, ALTHOUGH MEETING WITH THE WORK OF CELSUS, NEEDS NO ANSWER TO IT AT ALL, BUT WHO DESPISES ALL ITS CONTENTS, SINCE THEY ARE CONTEMNED, AND WITH GOOD REASON, BY EVERY BELIEVER IN CHRIST, THROUGH THE SPIRIT THAT IS IN HIM. 
CHAP. I. 
THE FIRST POINT WHICH CELSUS BRINGS FORWARD, IN HIS DESIRE TO THROW DISCREDIT UPON CHRISTIANITY, IS, THAT THE CHRISTIANS ENTERED INTO SECRET ASSOCIATIONS WITH EACH OTHER CONTRARY TO LAW, SAYING, THAT "OF ASSOCIATIONS SOME ARE PUBLIC, AND THAT THESE ARE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAWS; OTHERS, AGAIN, SECRET, AND MAINTAINED IN VIOLATION OF THE LAWS." AND HIS WISH IS TO BRING INTO DISREPUTE WHAT ARE TERMED THE "LOVE-FEASTS " OF THE CHRISTIANS, AS IF THEY HAD THEIR ORIGIN IN THE COMMON DANGER, AND WERE MORE BINDING THAN ANY OATHS. SINCE, THEN, HE BABBLES ABOUT THE PUBLIC LAW, ALLEGING THAT THE ASSOCIATIONS OF THE CHRISTIANS ARE IN VIOLATION OF IT, WE HAVE TO REPLY, THAT IF A MAN WERE PLACED AMONG SCYTHIANS, WHOSE LAWS WERE UNHOLY, AND HAVING NO OPPORTUNITY OF ESCAPE, WERE COMPELLED TO LIVE AMONG THEM, SUCH AN ONE WOULD WITH GOOD REASON, FOR THE SAKE OF THE LAW OF TRUTH, WHICH THE SCYTHIANS WOULD REGARD AS WICKEDNESS, ENTER INTO ASSOCIATIONS CONTRARY TO THEIR LAWS, WITH THOSE LIKE-MINDED WITH HIMSELF; SO, IF TRUTH IS TO DECIDE, THE LAWS OF THE HEATHENS WHICH RELATE TO IMAGES, AND AN ATHEISTICAL POLYTHEISM, ARE "SCYTHIAN" LAWS, OR MORE IMPIOUS EVEN THAN THESE, IF THERE BE ANY SUCH. IT IS NOT IRRATIONAL, THEN, TO FORM ASSOCIATIONS IN OPPOSITION TO EXISTING LAWS, IF DONE FOR THE SAKE OF THE TRUTH. FOR AS THOSE PERSONS WOULD DO WELL WHO SHOULD ENTER INTO A SECRET ASSOCIATION IN ORDER TO PUT TO DEATH A TYRANT WHO HAD SEIZED UPON THE LIBERTIES OF A STATE, SO CHRISTIANS ALSO, WHEN TYRANNIZED OVER BY HIM WHO IS CALLED THE DEVIL, AND BY FALSEHOOD, FORM LEAGUES CONTRARY TO THE LAWS OF THE DEVIL, AGAINST HIS POWER, AND FOR THE SAFETY OF THOSE OTHERS WHOM THEY MAY SUCCEED IN PERSUADING TO REVOLT FROM A GOVERNMENT WHICH IS, AS IT WERE, "SCYTHIAN," AND DESPOTIC. 
CHAP. II. 
CELSUS NEXT PROCEEDS TO SAY, THAT THE SYSTEM OF DOCTRINE, VIZ., JUDAISM, UPON WHICH CHRISTIANITY DEPENDS, WAS BARBAROUS IN ITS ORIGIN. AND WITH AN APPEARANCE OF FAIRNESS, HE DOES NOT REPROACH CHRISTIANITY BECAUSE OF ITS ORIGIN AMONG BARBARIANS, BUT GIVES THE LATTER CREDIT FOR THEIR ABILITY IN DISCOVERING (SUCH) DOCTRINES. TO THIS, HOWEVER, HE ADDS THE STATEMENT, THAT THE GREEKS ARE MORE SKILLFUL THAN ANY OTHERS IN JUDGING, ESTABLISHING, AND REDUCING TO PRACTICE THE DISCOVERIES OF BARBAROUS NATIONS. NOW THIS IS OUR ANSWER TO HIS ALLEGATIONS, AND OUR DEFENSE OF THE TRUTHS CONTAINED IN CHRISTIANITY, THAT IF ANY ONE WERE TO COME FROM THE STUDY OF GRECIAN OPINIONS AND USAGES TO THE GOSPEL, HE WOULD NOT ONLY DECIDE THAT ITS DOCTRINES WERE TRUE, BUT WOULD BY PRACTICE ESTABLISH THEIR TRUTH, AND SUPPLY WHATEVER SEEMED WANTING, FROM A GRECIAN POINT OF VIEW, TO THEIR DEMONSTRATION, AND THUS CONFIRM THE TRUTH OF CHRISTIANITY. WE HAVE TO SAY, MOREOVER, THAT THE GOSPEL HAS A DEMONSTRATION OF ITS OWN, MORE DIVINE THAN ANY ESTABLISHED BY GRECIAN DIALECTICS. AND THIS DIVINER METHOD IS CALLED BY THE APOSTLE THE "MANIFESTATION OF THE SPIRIT AND OF POWER:" OF "THE SPIRIT," ON ACCOUNT OF THE PROPHECIES, WHICH ARE SUFFICIENT TO PRODUCE FAITH IN ANY ONE WHO READS THEM, ESPECIALLY IN THOSE THINGS WHICH RELATE TO CHRIST; AND OF "POWER," BECAUSE OF THE SIGNS AND WONDERS WHICH WE MUST BELIEVE TO HAVE BEEN PERFORMED, BOTH ON MANY OTHER GROUNDS, AND ON THIS, THAT TRACES OF THEM ARE STILL PRESERVED AMONG THOSE WHO REGULATE THEIR LIVES BY THE PRECEPTS OF THE GOSPEL. 
CHAP. III. 
AFTER THIS, CELSUS PROCEEDING TO SPEAK OF THE CHRISTIANS TEACHING AND PRACTICING THEIR FAVOURITE DOCTRINES IN SECRET, AND SAYING THAT THEY DO THIS TO, SOME PURPOSE, SEEING THEY ESCAPE THE PENALTY OF DEATH WHICH IS IMMINENT, HE COMPARES THEIR DANGERS WITH THOSE WHICH WERE ENCOUNTERED BY SUCH MEN AS SOCRATES FOR THE SAKE OF PHILOSOPHY; AND HERE HE MIGHT HAVE MENTIONED PYTHAGORAS AS WELL, AND OTHER PHILOSOPHERS. BUT OUR ANSWER TO THIS IS, THAT IN THE CASE OF SOCRATES THE ATHENIANS IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARDS REPENTED; AND NO FEELING OF BITTERNESS REMAINED IN THEIR MINDS REGARDING HIM, AS ALSO HAPPENED IN THE HISTORY, OF PYTHAGORAS. THE FOLLOWERS OF THE LATTER, INDEED, FOR A CONSIDERABLE TIME ESTABLISHED THEIR SCHOOLS IN THAT PART OF ITALY CALLED MAGNA GRAECIA; BUT IN THE CASE OF THE CHRISTIANS, THE ROMAN SENATE, AND THE PRINCES OF THE TIME, AND THE SOLDIERY, AND THE PEOPLE, AND THE RELATIVES OF THOSE WHO HAD BECOME CONVERTS TO THE FAITH, MADE WAR UPON THEIR DOCTRINE, AND WOULD HAVE PREVENTED (ITS PROGRESS), OVERCOMING IT BY A CONFEDERACY OF SO POWERFUL A NATURE, HAD IT NOT, BY THE HELP OF GOD, ESCAPED THE DANGER, AND RISEN ABOVE IT, SO AS (FINALLY) TO DEFEAT THE WHOLE WORLD IN ITS CONSPIRACY AGAINST IT. 
CHAP. IV. 
LET US NOTICE ALSO HOW HE THINKS TO CAST DISCREDIT UPON OUR SYSTEM OF MORALS, ALLEGING THAT IT IS ONLY COMMON TO US WITH OTHER PHILOSOPHERS, AND NO VENERABLE OR NEW BRANCH OF INSTRUCTION. IN REPLY TO WHICH WE HAVE TO SAY, THAT UNLESS ALL MEN HAD NATURALLY IMPRESSED UPON THEIR MIND’S SOUND IDEAS OF MORALITY, THE DOCTRINE OF THE PUNISHMENT OF SINNERS WOULD HAVE BEEN EXCLUDED BY THOSE WHO BRING UPON THEMSELVES THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENTS OF GOD. IT IS NOT THEREFORE MATTER OF SURPRISE THAT THE SAME GOD SHOULD HAVE SOWN IN THE HEARTS OF ALL MEN THOSE TRUTHS WHICH HE TAUGHT BY THE PROPHETS AND THE SAVIOUR, IN ORDER THAT AT THE DIVINE JUDGMENT EVERY MAN MAY BE WITHOUT EXCUSE, HAVING THE "REQUIREMENTS OF THE LAW WRITTEN UPON HIS HEART,"--A TRUTH OBSCURELY ALLUDED TO BY THE BIBLE IN WHAT THE GREEKS REGARD AS A MYTH, WHERE IT REPRESENTS GOD AS HAVING WITH HIS OWN FINGER WRITTEN DOWN THE COMMANDMENTS, AND GIVEN THEM TO MOSES, AND WHICH THE WICKEDNESS OF THE WORSHIPPERS OF THE CALF MADE HIM BREAK IN PIECES, AS IF THE FLOOD OF WICKEDNESS, SO TO SPEAK, HAD SWEPT THEM AWAY. BUT MOSES HAVING AGAIN HEWN TABLES OF STONE, I GOD WROTE THE COMMANDMENTS A SECOND TIME, AND GAVE THEM TO HIM; THE PROPHETIC WORD PREPARING THE SOUL, AS IT WERE, AFTER THE FIRST TRANSGRESSION, FOR THE WRITING OF GOD A SECOND TIME. 
CHAP. V. 
TREATING OF THE REGULATIONS RESPECTING IDOLATRY AS BEING PECULIAR TO CHRISTIANITY, CELSUS ESTABLISHES THEIR CORRECTNESS, SAYING THAT THE CHRISTIANS DO NOT CONSIDER THOSE TO BE GODS THAT ARE MADE WITH HANDS, ON THE GROUND THAT IT IS NOT IN CONFORMITY WITH RIGHT REASON (TO SUPPOSE) THAT IMAGES, FASHIONED BY THE MOST WORTHLESS AND DEPRAVED OF WORKMEN, AND IN MANY INSTANCES ALSO PROVIDED BY WICKED MEN, CAN BE (REGARDED AS) GODS. IN WHAT FOLLOWS, HOWEVER, WISHING TO SHOW THAT THIS IS A COMMON OPINION, AND ONE NOT FIRST DISCOVERED BY CHRISTIANITY, HE QUOTES A SAYING OF HERACLITUS TO THIS EFFECT: "THAT THOSE WHO DRAW NEAR TO LIFELESS IMAGES, AS IF THEY WERE GODS, ACT IN A SIMILAR MANNER TO THOSE WHO WOULD ENTER INTO CONVERSATION WITH HOUSES." RESPECTING THIS, THEN, WE HAVE TO SAY, THAT IDEAS WERE IMPLANTED IN THE MINDS OF MEN LIKE THE PRINCIPLES OF MORALITY, FROM WHICH NOT ONLY HERACLITUS, BUT ANY OTHER GREEK OR BARBARIAN, MIGHT BY REFLECTION HAVE DEDUCED THE SAME CONCLUSION; FOR HE STATES THAT THE PERSIANS ALSO WERE OF THE SAME OPINION, QUOTING HERODOTUS AS HIS AUTHORITY. WE ALSO CAN ADD TO THESE ZENO OF CITIUM, WHO IN HIS POLITY, SAYS: "AND THERE WILL BE NO NEED TO BUILD TEMPLES, FOR NOTHING OUGHT TO BE REGARDED AS SACRED, OR OF MUCH VALUE, OR HOLY, WHICH IS THE WORK OF BUILDERS AND OF MEAN MEN." IT IS EVIDENT, THEN, WITH RESPECT TO THIS OPINION (AS WELL AS OTHERS), THAT THERE HAS BEEN ENGRAVED UPON THE HEARTS OF MEN BY THE FINGER OF GOD A SENSE OF THE DUTY THAT IS REQUIRED. 
CHAP. VI. 
AFTER THIS, THROUGH THE INFLUENCE OF SOME MOTIVE WHICH IS UNKNOWN TO ME, CELSUS ASSERTS THAT IT IS BY THE NAMES OF CERTAIN DEMONS, AND BY THE USE OF INCANTATIONS, THAT THE CHRISTIANS APPEAR TO BE POSSESSED OF (MIRACULOUS) POWER; HINTING, I SUPPOSE, AT THE PRACTICES OF THOSE WHO EXPEL EVIL SPIRITS BY INCANTATIONS. AND HERE HE MANIFESTLY APPEARS TO MALIGN THE GOSPEL. FOR IT IS NOT BY INCANTATIONS THAT CHRISTIANS SEEM TO PREVAIL (OVER EVIL SPIRITS), BUT BY THE NAME OF JESUS, ACCOMPANIED BY THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NARRATIVES WHICH RELATE TO HIM; FOR THE REPETITION OF THESE HAS FREQUENTLY BEEN THE MEANS OF DRIVING DEMONS OUT OF MEN, ESPECIALLY WHEN THOSE WHO REPEATED THEM DID SO IN A SOUND AND GENUINELY BELIEVING SPIRIT. SUCH POWER, INDEED, DOES THE NAME OF JESUS POSSESS OVER EVIL SPIRITS, THAT THERE HAVE BEEN INSTANCES WHERE IT WAS EFFECTUAL, WHEN IT WAS PRONOUNCED EVEN BY BAD MEN, WHICH JESUS HIMSELF TAUGHT (WOULD BE THE CASE), WHEN HE SAID: "MANY SHALL SAY TO ME IN THAT DAY, IN THY NAME WE HAVE CAST OUT DEVILS, AND DONE MANY WONDERFUL WORKS." WHETHER CELSUS OMITTED THIS FROM INTENTIONAL MALIGNITY, OR FROM IGNORANCE, I DO NOT KNOW. AND HE NEXT PROCEEDS TO BRING A CHARGE AGAINST THE SAVIOUR HIMSELF, ALLEGING THAT IT WAS BY MEANS OF SORCERY THAT HE WAS ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH THE WONDERS WHICH HE PERFORMED; AND THAT FORESEEING THAT OTHERS WOULD ATTAIN THE SAME KNOWLEDGE, AND DO THE SAME THINGS, MAKING A BOAST OF DOING THEM BY HELP OF THE POWER OF GOD, HE EXCLUDES SUCH FROM HIS KINGDOM. AND HIS ACCUSATION IS, THAT IF THEY ARE JUSTLY EXCLUDED, WHILE HE HIMSELF IS GUILTY OF THE SAME PRACTICES, HE IS A WICKED MAN; BUT IF HE IS NOT GUILTY OF WICKEDNESS IN DOING SUCH THINGS, NEITHER ARE THEY WHO DO THE SAME AS HE. BUT EVEN IF IT BE IMPOSSIBLE TO SHOW BY WHAT POWER JESUS WROUGHT THESE MIRACLES, IT IS CLEAR THAT CHRISTIANS EMPLOY NO SPELLS OR INCANTATIONS, BUT THE SIMPLE, NAME OF JESUS, AND CERTAIN OTHER WORDS IN WHICH THEY REPOSE FAITH, ACCORDING TO THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 
CHAP. VII. 
MOREOVER, SINCE HE FREQUENTLY CALLS THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE A SECRET SYSTEM (OF BELIEF), WE MUST CONFUTE HIM ON THIS POINT ALSO, SINCE ALMOST THE ENTIRE WORLD IS BETTER ACQUAINTED WITH WHAT CHRISTIANS PREACH THAN WITH THE FAVOURITE OPINIONS OF PHILOSOPHERS. FOR WHO IS IGNORANT OF THE STATEMENT THAT JESUS WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN, AND THAT HE WAS CRUCIFIED, AND THAT HIS RESURRECTION IS AN ARTICLE OF FAITH AMONG MANY, AND THAT A GENERAL JUDGMENT IS ANNOUNCED TO COME, IN WHICH THE WICKED ARE TO BE PUNISHED ACCORDING TO THEIR DESERTS, AND THE RIGHTEOUS TO BE DULY REWARDED? AND YET THE MYSTERY OF THE RESURRECTION, NOT BEING UNDERSTOOD, IS MADE A SUBJECT OF RIDICULE AMONG UNBELIEVERS. IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, TO SPEAK OF THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE AS A SECRET SYSTEM, IS ALTOGETHER ABSURD. BUT THAT THERE SHOULD BE CERTAIN DOCTRINES, NOT MADE KNOWN TO THE MULTITUDE, WHICH ARE (REVEALED) AFTER THE EXOTERIC ONES HAVE BEEN TAUGHT, IS NOT A PECULIARITY OF CHRISTIANITY ALONE, BUT ALSO OF PHILOSOPHIC SYSTEMS, IN WHICH CERTAIN TRUTHS ARE EXOTERIC AND OTHERS ESOTERIC. SOME OF THE HEARERS OF PYTHAGORAS WERE CONTENT WITH HIS IPSE DIXIT; WHILE OTHERS WERE TAUGHT IN SECRET THOSE DOCTRINES WHICH WERE NOT DEEMED FIT TO BE COMMUNICATED TO PROFANE AND INSUFFICIENTLY PREPARED EARS. MOREOVER, ALL THE MYSTERIES THAT ARE CELEBRATED EVERYWHERE THROUGHOUT GREECE AND BARBAROUS COUNTRIES, ALTHOUGH HELD IN SECRET, HAVE NO DISCREDIT THROWN UPON THEM, SO THAT IT IS IN VAIN THAT HE ENDEAVOURS TO CALUMNIATE THE SECRET DOCTRINES OF CHRISTIANITY, SEEING HE DOES NOT CORRECTLY UNDERSTAND ITS NATURE. 
CHAP. VIII. 
IT IS WITH A CERTAIN ELOQUENCE, INDEED, THAT HE APPEARS TO ADVOCATE THE CAUSE OF THOSE WHO BEAR WITNESS TO THE TRUTH OF CHRISTIANITY BY THEIR DEATH, IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "AND I DO NOT MAINTAIN THAT IF A MAN, WHO HAS ADOPTED A SYSTEM OF GOOD DOCTRINE, IS TO INCUR DANGER FROM MEN ON THAT ACCOUNT, HE SHOULD EITHER APOSTATIZE, OR FEIGN APOSTASY, OR OPENLY DENY HIS OPINIONS." AND HE CONDEMNS THOSE WHO, WHILE HOLDING THE CHRISTIAN VIEWS, EITHER PRETEND THAT THEY DO NOT, OR DENY THEM, SAYING THAT "HE WHO HOLDS A CERTAIN OPINION OUGHT NOT TO FEIGN RECANTATION, OR PUBLICLY DISOWN IT." AND HERE CELSUS MUST BE CONVICTED OF SELF-CONTRADICTION. FOR FROM OTHER TREATISES OF HIS IT IS ASCERTAINED THAT HE WAS AN EPICUREAN; BUT HERE, BECAUSE HE THOUGHT THAT HE COULD ASSAIL CHRISTIANITY WITH BETTER EFFECT BY NOT PROFESSING THE OPINIONS OF EPICURUS, HE PRETENDS THAT THERE IS A SOMETHING BETTER IN MAN THAN THE EARTHLY PART OF HIS NATURE, WHICH IS AKIN TO GOD, AND SAYS THAT "THEY IN WHOM THIS ELEMENT, VIZ., THE SOUL, IS IN A HEALTHY CONDITION, ARE EVER SEEKING AFTER THEIR KINDRED NATURE, MEANING GOD, AND ARE EVER DESIRING TO HEAR SOMETHING ABOUT HIM, AND TO CALL IT TO REMEMBRANCE." OBSERVE NOW THE INSINCERITY OF HIS CHARACTER! HAVING SAID A LITTLE BEFORE, THAT "THE MAN WHO HAD EMBRACED A SYSTEM OF GOOD DOCTRINE OUGHT NOT, EVEN IF EXPOSED TO DANGER ON THAT ACCOUNT FROM MEN, TO DISAVOW IT, OR PRETEND THAT HE HAD DONE SO, NOR YET OPENLY DISOWN IT," HE NOW INVOLVES HIMSELF IN ALL MANNER OF CONTRADICTIONS. FOR HE KNEW THAT IF HE ACKNOWLEDGED HIMSELF AN EPICUREAN, HE WOULD NOT OBTAIN ANY CREDIT WHEN ACCUSING THOSE WHO, IN ANY DEGREE, INTRODUCE THE DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE, AND WHO PLACE A GOD OVER THE WORLD. AND WE HAVE HEARD THAT THERE WERE TWO INDIVIDUALS OF THE NAME OF CELSUS, BOTH OF WHOM WERE EPICUREANS; THE EARLIER OF THE TWO HAVING LIVED IN THE TIME OF NERO, BUT THIS ONE IN THAT OF ADRIAN, AND LATER. 
CHAP. IX. 
HE NEXT PROCEEDS TO RECOMMEND, THAT IN ADOPTING OPINIONS WE SHOULD FOLLOW REASON AND A RATIONAL GUIDE, SINCE HE WHO ASSENTS TO OPINIONS WITHOUT FOLLOWING THIS COURSE IS VERY LIABLE TO BE DECEIVED. AND HE COMPARES INCONSIDERATE BELIEVERS TO METRAGYRTAE, AND SOOTHSAYERS, AND MITHRAE, AND SABBADIANS, AND TO ANYTHING ELSE THAT ONE MAY FALL IN WITH, AND TO THE PHANTOMS OF HECATE, OR ANY OTHER DEMON OR DEMONS. FOR AS AMONGST SUCH PERSONS ARE FREQUENTLY TO BE FOUND WICKED MEN, WHO, TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE IGNORANCE OF THOSE WHO ARE EASILY DECEIVED, LEAD THEM AWAY WHITHER THEY WILL, SO ALSO, HE SAYS, IS THE CASE AMONG CHRISTIANS. AND HE ASSERTS THAT CERTAIN PERSONS WHO DO NOT WISH EITHER TO GIVE OR RECEIVE A REASON FOR THEIR BELIEF, KEEP REPEATING, "DO NOT EXAMINE, BUT BELIEVE!" AND, "YOUR FAITH WILL SAVE YOU!" AND HE ALLEGES THAT SUCH ALSO SAY, "THE WISDOM OF THIS LIFE IS BAD, BUT THAT FOOLISHNESS IS A GOOD THING!" TO WHICH WE HAVE TO ANSWER, THAT IF IT WERE POSSIBLE FOR ALL TO LEAVE THE BUSINESS OF LIFE, AND DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO PHILOSOPHY, NO OTHER METHOD OUGHT TO BE ADOPTED BY ANY ONE, BUT THIS ALONE. FOR IN THE CHRISTIAN SYSTEM ALSO IT WILL BE FOUND THAT THERE IS, NOT TO SPEAK AT ALL ARROGANTLY, AT LEAST AS MUCH OF INVESTIGATION INTO ARTICLES OF BELIEF, AND OF EXPLANATION OF DARK SAYINGS, OCCURRING IN THE PROPHETICAL WRITINGS, AND OF THE PARABLES IN THE GOSPELS, AND OF COUNTLESS OTHER THINGS, WHICH EITHER WERE NARRATED OR ENACTED WITH A SYMBOLICAL SIGNIFICATION, (AS IS THE CASE WITH OTHER SYSTEMS). BUT SINCE THE COURSE ALLUDED TO IS IMPOSSIBLE, PARTLY ON ACCOUNT OF THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE, PARTLY ON ACCOUNT OF THE WEAKNESS OF MEN, AS ONLY A VERY FEW INDIVIDUALS DEVOTE THEMSELVES EARNESTLY TO STUDY, WHAT BETTER METHOD COULD BE DEVISED WITH A VIEW OF ASSISTING THE MULTITUDE, THAN THAT WHICH WAS DELIVERED BY JESUS TO THE HEATHEN? AND LET US INQUIRE, WITH RESPECT TO THE GREAT MULTITUDE OF BELIEVERS, WHO HAVE WASHED AWAY THE MIRE OF WICKEDNESS IN WHICH THEY FORMERLY WALLOWED, WHETHER IT WERE BETTER FOR THEM TO BELIEVE WITHOUT A REASON, AND TO HAVE BECOME REFORMED AND IMPROVED IN THEIR HABITS, THROUGH THE BELIEF THAT MEN ARE CHASTISED FOR SINS, AND HONOURED FOR GOOD WORKS OR NOT TO HAVE ALLOWED THEMSELVES TO BE CONVERTED ON THE STRENGTH OF MERE FAITH, BUT HAVE WAITED) UNTIL THEY COULD GIVE THEMSELVES TO A THOROUGH EXAMINATION OF THE (NECESSARY) REASONS. FOR IT IS MANIFEST THAT, (ON SUCH A PLAN), ALL MEN, WITH VERY FEW EXCEPTIONS, WOULD NOT OBTAIN THIS (AMELIORATION OF CONDUCT) WHICH THEY HAVE OBTAINED THROUGH A SIMPLE FAITH, BUT WOULD CONTINUE TO REMAIN IN THE PRACTICE OF A WICKED LIFE. NOW, WHATEVER OTHER EVIDENCE CAN BE FURNISHED OF THE FACT, THAT IT WAS NOT WITHOUT DIVINE INTERVENTION THAT THE PHILANTHROPIC SCHEME OF CHRISTIANITY WAS INTRODUCED AMONG MEN, THIS ALSO MUST BE ADDED. FOR A PIOUS MAN WILL NOT BELIEVE THAT EVEN A PHYSICIAN OF THE BODY, WHO RESTORES THE SICK TO BETTER HEALTH, COULD TAKE UP HIS ABODE IN ANY CITY OR COUNTRY WITHOUT DIVINE PERMISSION, SINCE NO GOOD HAPPENS TO MEN WITHOUT THE HELP OF GOD. AND IF HE WHO HAS CURED THE BODIES OF MANY, OR RESTORED THEM TO BETTER HEALTH, DOES NOT EFFECT HIS CURES WITHOUT THE HELP OF GOD, HOW MUCH MORE HE WHO HAS HEALED THE SOULS OF MANY, AND HAS TURNED THEM (TO VIRTUE), AND IMPROVED THEIR NATURE, AND ATTACHED THEM TO GOD WHO IS OVER ALL THINGS, AND TAUGHT THEM TO REFER EVERY ACTION TO HIS GOOD PLEASURE, AND TO SHUN ALL THAT IS DISPLEASING TO HIM, EVEN TO THE LEAST OF THEIR WORDS OR DEEDS, OR EVEN OF THE THOUGHTS OF THEIR HEARTS? 
CHAP. X. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, SINCE OUR OPPONENTS KEEP REPEATING THOSE STATEMENTS ABOUT FAITH, WE MUST SAY THAT, CONSIDERING IT AS A USEFUL THING FOR THE MULTITUDE, WE ADMIT THAT WE TEACH THOSE MEN TO BELIEVE WITHOUT REASONS, WHO ARE UNABLE TO ABANDON ALL OTHER EMPLOYMENTS, AND GIVE THEMSELVES TO AN EXAMINATION OF ARGUMENTS; AND OUR OPPONENTS, ALTHOUGH THEY DO NOT ACKNOWLEDGE IT, YET PRACTICALLY DO THE SAME. FOR WHO IS THERE THAT, ON BETAKING HIMSELF TO THE STUDY OF PHILOSOPHY, AND THROWING HIMSELF INTO THE RANKS OF SOME SECT, EITHER BY CHANCE, OR BECAUSE HE IS PROVIDED WITH A TEACHER OF THAT SCHOOL, ADOPTS SUCH A COURSE FOR ANY OTHER REASON, EXCEPT THAT HE BELIEVES HIS PARTICULAR SECT TO BE SUPERIOR TO ANY OTHER? FOR, NOT WAITING TO HEAR THE ARGUMENTS OF ALL THE OTHER PHILOSOPHERS, AND OF ALL THE DIFFERENT SECTS, AND THE REASONS FOR CONDEMNING ONE SYSTEM AND FOR SUPPORTING ANOTHER, HE IN THIS WAY ELECTS TO BECOME A STOIC, E.G., OR A PLATONIST, OR A PERIPATETIC, OR AN EPICUREAN, OR A FOLLOWER OF SOME OTHER SCHOOL, AND IS THUS BORNE, ALTHOUGH THEY WILL NOT ADMIT IT, BY A KIND OF IRRATIONAL IMPULSE TO THE PRACTICE, SAY OF STOICISM, TO THE DISREGARD OF THE OTHERS; DESPISING EITHER PLATONISM, AS BEING MARKED BY GREATER HUMILITY THAN THE OTHERS; OR PERIPATETICISM, AS MORE HUMAN, AND AS ADMITTING WITH MORE FAIRNESS THAN OTHER SYSTEMS THE BLESSINGS OF HUMAN LIFE. AND SOME ALSO, ALARMED AT FIRST SIGHT ABOUT THE DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE, FROM SEEING WHAT HAPPENS IN THE WORLD TO THE VICIOUS AND TO THE VIRTUOUS, HAVE RASHLY CONCLUDED THAT THERE IS NO DIVINE PROVIDENCE AT ALL, AND HAVE ADOPTED THE VIEWS OF EPICURUS AND CELSUS. 
CHAP. XI. 
SINCE, THEN, AS REASON TEACHES, WE MUST REPOSE FAITH IN SOME ONE OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN THE INTRODUCERS OF SECTS AMONG THE GREEKS OR BARBARIANS, WHY SHOULD WE NOT RATHER BELIEVE IN GOD WHO IS OVER ALL THINGS, AND IN HIM WHO TEACHES THAT WORSHIP IS DUE TO GOD ALONE, AND THAT OTHER THINGS ARE TO BE PASSED BY, EITHER AS NON-EXISTENT, OR AS EXISTING INDEED, AND WORTHY OF HONOUR, BUT NOT OF WORSHIP AND REVERENCE? AND RESPECTING THESE THINGS, HE WHO NOT ONLY BELIEVES, BUT WHO CONTEMPLATES THINGS WITH THE EYE OF REASON, WILL STATE THE DEMONSTRATIONS THAT OCCUR TO HIM, AND WHICH ARE THE RESULT OF CAREFUL INVESTIGATION. AND WHY SHOULD IT NOT BE MORE REASONABLE, SEEING ALL HUMAN THINGS ARE DEPENDENT UPON FAITH, TO BELIEVE GOD RATHER THAN THEM? FOR WHO ENTERS ON A VOYAGE, OR CONTRACTS A MARRIAGE, OR BECOMES THE FATHER OF CHILDREN, OR CASTS SEED INTO THE GROUND, WITHOUT BELIEVING THAT BETTER THINGS WILL RESULT FROM SO DOING, ALTHOUGH THE CONTRARY MIGHT AND SOMETIMES DOES HAPPEN? AND YET THE BELIEF THAT BETTER THINGS, EVEN AGREEABLY TO THEIR WISHES, WILL FOLLOW, MAKES ALL MEN VENTURE UPON UNCERTAIN ENTERPRISES, WHICH MAY TURN OUT DIFFERENTLY FROM WHAT THEY EXPECT. AND IF THE HOPE AND BELIEF OF A BETTER FUTURE BE THE SUPPORT OF LIFE IN EVERY UNCERTAIN ENTERPRISE, WHY SHALL NOT THIS FAITH RATHER BE RATIONALLY ACCEPTED BY HIM WHO BELIEVES ON BETTER GROUNDS THAN HE WHO SAILS THE SEA, OR TILLS THE GROUND, OR MARRIES A WIFE, OR ENGAGES IN ANY OTHER HUMAN PURSUIT, IN THE [PRE-] EXISTENCE OF A GOD WHO WAS THE CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL THESE THINGS, AND IN HIM WHO WITH SURPASSING WISDOM AND DIVINE GREATNESS OF MIND DARED TO MAKE KNOWN THIS DOCTRINE TO MEN IN EVERY PART OF THE WORLD, AT THE COST OF GREAT DANGER, AND OF A DEATH CONSIDERED INFAMOUS, WHICH HE UNDERWENT FOR THE SAKE OF THE HUMAN RACE; HAVING ALSO TAUGHT THOSE WHO WERE PERSUADED TO EMBRACE HIS DOCTRINE AT THE FIRST, TO PROCEED, UNDER THE PERIL OF EVERY DANGER, AND OF EVER IMPENDING DEATH, TO ALL QUARTERS OF THE WORLD TO ENSURE THE SALVATION OF MEN? 
CHAP. XII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, WHEN CELSUS SAYS IN EXPRESS WORDS, "IF THEY WOULD ANSWER ME, NOT AS IF I WERE ASKING FOR INFORMATION, FOR I AM ACQUAINTED WITH ALL THEIR OPINIONS, BUT BECAUSE I TAKE AN EQUAL INTEREST IN THEM ALL, IT WOULD BE WELL. AND IF THEY WILL NOT, BUT WILL KEEP REITERATING, AS THEY GENERALLY DO, 'DO NOT INVESTIGATE,' ETC., THEY MUST, HE CONTINUES, EXPLAIN TO ME AT LEAST OF WHAT NATURE THESE THINGS ARE OF WHICH THEY SPEAK, AND WHENCE THEY ARE DERIVED," ETC. NOW, WITH REGARD TO HIS STATEMENT THAT HE "IS ACQUAINTED WITH ALL OUR DOCTRINES," WE HAVE TO SAY THAT THIS IS A BOASTFUL AND DARING ASSERTION; FOR IF HE HAD READ THE PROPHETS IN PARTICULAR, WHICH ARE FULL OF ACKNOWLEDGED DIFFICULTIES, AND OF DECLARATIONS THAT ARE OBSCURE TO THE MULTITUDE, AND IF HE HAD PERUSED THE PARABLES OF THE GOSPELS, AND THE OTHER WRITINGS OF THE LAW AND OF THE JEWISH HISTORY, AND THE UTTERANCES OF THE APOSTLES, AND HAD READ THEM CANDIDLY, WITH A DESIRE TO ENTER INTO THEIR MEANING, HE WOULD NOT HAVE EXPRESSED HIMSELF WITH SUCH BOLDNESS, NOR SAID THAT HE "WAS ACQUAINTED WITH ALL THEIR DOCTRINES." EVEN WE OURSELVES, WHO HAVE DEVOTED MUCH STUDY TO THESE WRITINGS, WOULD NOT SAY THAT "WE WERE ACQUAINTED WITH EVERYTHING," FOR WE HAVE A REGARD FOR TRUTH. NOT ONE OF US WILL ASSERT, "I KNOW ALL THE DOCTRINES OF EPICURUS," OR WILL BE CONFIDENT THAT HE KNOWS ALL THOSE OF PLATO, IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FACT THAT SO MANY DIFFERENCES OF OPINION EXIST AMONG THE EXPOSITORS OF THESE SYSTEMS. FOR WHO IS SO DARING AS TO SAY THAT HE KNOWS ALL THE OPINIONS OF THE STOICS OR OF THE PERIPATETICS? UNLESS, INDEED, IT SHOULD BE THE CASE THAT HE HAS HEARD THIS BOAST, "I KNOW THEM ALL," FROM SOME IGNORANT AND SENSELESS INDIVIDUALS, WHO DO NOT PERCEIVE THEIR OWN IGNORANCE, AND SHOULD THUS IMAGINE, FROM HAVING HAD SUCH PERSONS AS HIS TEACHERS, THAT HE WAS ACQUAINTED WITH THEM ALL. SUCH AN ONE APPEARS TO ME TO ACT VERY MUCH AS A PERSON WOULD DO WHO HAD VISITED EGYPT (WHERE THE EGYPTIAN SAVANS, LEARNED IN THEIR COUNTRY'S LITERATURE, ARE GREATLY GIVEN TO PHILOSOPHIZING ABOUT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE REGARDED AMONG THEM AS DIVINE, BUT WHERE THE VULGAR, HEARING CERTAIN MYTHS, THE REASONS OF WHICH THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND, ARE GREATLY ELATED BECAUSE OF THEIR FANCIED KNOWLEDGE), AND WHO SHOULD IMAGINE THAT HE IS ACQUAINTED WITH THE WHOLE CIRCLE OF EGYPTIAN KNOWLEDGE, AFTER HAVING BEEN A DISCIPLE OF THE IGNORANT ALONE, AND WITHOUT HAVING ASSOCIATED WITH ANY OF THE PRIESTS, OR HAVING LEARNED THE MYSTERIES OF THE EGYPTIANS FROM ANY OTHER SOURCE. AND WHAT I HAVE SAID REGARDING THE LEARNED AND IGNORANT AMONG THE EGYPTIANS, I MIGHT HAVE SAID ALSO OF THE PERSIANS; AMONG WHOM THERE ARE MYSTERIES, CONDUCTED ON RATIONAL PRINCIPLES BY THE LEARNED AMONG THEM, BUT UNDERSTOOD IN A SYMBOLICAL SENSE BY THE MORE SUPERFICIAL OF THE MULTITUDE. AND THE SAME REMARK APPLIES TO THE SYRIANS, AND INDIANS, AND TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE A LITERATURE AND A MYTHOLOGY. 
CHAP. XIII. 
BUT SINCE CELSUS HAS DECLARED IT TO BE A SAYING OF MANY CHRISTIANS, THAT "THE WISDOM OF THIS LIFE IS A BAD THING, BUT THAT FOOLISHNESS IS GOOD," WE HAVE TO ANSWER THAT HE SLANDERS THE GOSPEL, NOT GIVING THE WORDS AS THEY ACTUALLY OCCUR IN THE WRITINGS OF PAUL, WHERE THEY RUN AS FOLLOW: "IF ANY ONE AMONG YOU SEEMETH TO BE WISE IN THIS WORLD, LET HIM BECOME A FOOL, THAT HE MAY BECOME WISE. FOR THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD IS FOOLISHNESS WITH GOD." THE APOSTLE, THEREFORE, DOES NOT SAY SIMPLY THAT "WISDOM IS FOOLISHNESS WITH GOD," BUT "THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD." AND AGAIN, NOT, "IF ANY ONE AMONG YOU SEEMETH TO BE WISE, LET HIM BECOME A FOOL UNIVERSALLY;" BUT, "LET HIM BECOME A FOOL IN THIS WORLD, THAT HE MAY BECOME WISE." WE TERM, THEN, "THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD," EVERY FALSE SYSTEM OF PHILOSOPHY, WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES, IS BROUGHT TO NAUGHT; AND WE CALL FOOLISHNESS GOOD, NOT WITHOUT RESTRICTION, BUT WHEN A MAN BECOMES FOOLISH AS TO THIS WORLD. AS IF WE WERE TO SAY THAT THE PLATONIST, WHO BELIEVES IN THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL, AND IN THE DOCTRINE OF ITS METEMPSYCHOSIS, INCURS THE CHARGE OF FOLLY WITH THE STOICS, WHO DISCARD THIS OPINION; AND WITH THE PERIPATETICS, WHO BABBLE ABOUT THE SUBTLETIES OF PLATO; AND WITH THE EPICUREANS, WHO CALL IT SUPERSTITION TO INTRODUCE A PROVIDENCE, AND TO PLACE A GOD OVER ALL THINGS. MOREOVER, THAT IT IS IN AGREEMENT WITH THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY, OF MUCH MORE IMPORTANCE TO GIVE OUR ASSENT TO DOCTRINES UPON GROUNDS OF REASON AND WISDOM THAN ON THAT OF FAITH MERELY, AND THAT IT WAS ONLY IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES THAT THE LATTER COURSE WAS DESIRED BY CHRISTIANITY, IN ORDER NOT TO LEAVE MEN ALTOGETHER WITHOUT HELP, IS SHOWN BY THAT GENUINE DISCIPLE OF JESUS, PAUL, WHEN HE SAYS: "FOR AFTER THAT, IN THE WISDOM OF GOD, THE WORLD BY WISDOM KNEW NOT GOD, IT PLEASED GOD BY THE FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING TO SAVE THEM THAT BELIEVE." NOW BY THESE WORDS IT IS CLEARLY SHOWN THAT IT IS BY THE WISDOM OF GOD THAT GOD OUGHT TO BE KNOWN. BUT AS THIS RESULT DID NOT FOLLOW, IT PLEASED GOD A SECOND TIME TO SAVE THEM THAT BELIEVE, NOT BY "FOLLY" UNIVERSALLY, BUT BY SUCH FOOLISHNESS AS DEPENDED ON PREACHING. FOR THE PREACHING OF JESUS CHRIST AS CRUCIFIED IS THE "FOOLISHNESS" OF PREACHING, AS PAUL ALSO PERCEIVED, WHEN HE SAID, "BUT WE PREACH CHRIST CRUCIFIED, TO THE JEWS A STUMBLING-BLOCK, AND TO THE GREEKS FOOLISHNESS; BUT TO THEM WHO ARE CALLED, BOTH JEWS AND GREEKS, CHRIST THE POWER OF GOD, AND WISDOM OF GOD." 
CHAP. XIV. 
CELSUS, BEING OF OPINION THAT THERE IS TO BE FOUND AMONG MANY NATIONS A GENERAL RELATIONSHIP OF DOCTRINE, ENUMERATES ALL THE NATIONS WHICH GAVE RISE TO SUCH AND SUCH OPINIONS; BUT FOR SOME REASON, UNKNOWN TO ME, HE CASTS A SLIGHT UPON THE JEWS, NOT INCLUDING THEM AMONGST THE OTHERS, AS HAVING EITHER LABOURED ALONG WITH THEM, AND ARRIVED AT THE SAME CONCLUSIONS, OR AS HAVING ENTERTAINED SIMILAR OPINIONS ON MANY SUBJECTS. IT IS PROPER, THEREFORE, TO ASK HIM WHY HE GIVES CREDENCE TO THE HISTORIES OF BARBARIANS AND GREEKS RESPECTING THE ANTIQUITY OF THOSE NATIONS OF WHOM HE SPEAKS, BUT STAMPS THE HISTORIES OF THIS NATION ALONE AS FALSE. FOR IF THE RESPECTIVE WRITERS RELATED THE EVENTS WHICH ARE FOUND IN THESE WORKS IN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, WHY SHOULD WE DISTRUST THE PROPHETS OF THE JEWS ALONE? AND IF MOSES AND THE PROPHETS HAVE RECORDED MANY THINGS IN THEIR HISTORY FROM A DESIRE TO FAVOUR THEIR OWN SYSTEM, WHY SHOULD WE NOT SAY THE SAME OF THE HISTORIANS OF OTHER COUNTRIES? OR, WHEN THE EGYPTIANS OR THEIR HISTORIES SPEAK EVIL OF THE JEWS, ARE THEY TO BE BELIEVED ON THAT POINT; BUT THE JEWS, WHEN SAYING THE SAME THINGS OF THE EGYPTIANS, AND DECLARING THAT THEY HAD SUFFERED GREAT INJUSTICE AT THEIR HANDS, AND THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT THEY HAD BEEN PUNISHED BY GOD, ARE TO BE CHARGED WITH FALSEHOOD? AND THIS APPLIES NOT TO THE EGYPTIANS ALONE, BUT TO OTHERS; FOR WE SHALL FIND THAT THERE WAS A CONNECTION BETWEEN THE ASSYRIANS AND THE JEWS, AND THAT THIS IS RECORDED IN THE ANCIENT HISTORIES OF THE ASSYRIANS. AND SO ALSO THE JEWISH HISTORIANS (I AVOID USING THE WORD "PROPHETS," THAT I MAY NOT APPEAR TO PREJUDGE THE CASE) HAVE RELATED THAT THE ASSYRIANS WERE ENEMIES OF THE JEWS. OBSERVE AT ONCE, THEN, THE ARBITRARY PROCEDURE OF THIS INDIVIDUAL, WHO BELIEVES THE HISTORIES OF THESE NATIONS ON THE GROUND OF THEIR BEING LEARNED, AND CONDEMNS OTHERS AS BEING WHOLLY IGNORANT. FOR LISTEN TO THE STATEMENT OF CELSUS: "THERE IS," HE SAYS, "AN AUTHORITATIVE ACCOUNT FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, RESPECTING WHICH THERE IS A CONSTANT AGREEMENT AMONG ALL THE MOST LEARNED NATIONS, AND CITIES, AND MEN." AND YET HE WILL NOT CALL THE JEWS A LEARNED NATION IN THE SAME WAY IN WHICH HE DOES THE EGYPTIANS, AND ASSYRIANS, AND INDIANS, AND PERSIANS, AND ODRYSIANS, AND SAMOTHRACIANS, AND ELEUSINIANS. HOW MUCH MORE IMPARTIAL THAN CELSUS IS NUMENIUS THE PYTHAGOREAN, WHO HAS GIVEN MANY PROOFS OF BEING A VERY ELOQUENT MAN, AND WHO HAS CAREFULLY TESTED MANY OPINIONS, AND COLLECTED TOGETHER FROM MANY SOURCES WHAT HAD THE APPEARANCE OF TRUTH; FOR, IN THE FIRST HOOK OF HIS TREATISE ON THE GOOD, SPEAKING OF THOSE NATIONS WHO HAVE ADOPTED THE OPINION THAT GOD IS INCORPOREAL, HE ENUMERATES THE JEWS ALSO AMONG THOSE WHO HOLD THIS VIEW; NOT SHOWING ANY RELUCTANCE TO USE EVEN THE LANGUAGE OF THEIR PROPHETS IN HIS TREATISE, AND TO GIVE IT A METAPHORICAL SIGNIFICATION. IT IS SAID, MOREOVER, THAT HERMIPPUS HAS RECORDED IN HIS FIRST BOOK, ON LAWGIVERS, THAT IT WAS FROM THE JEWISH PEOPLE THAT PYTHAGORAS DERIVED THE PHILOSOPHY WHICH HE INTRODUCED AMONG THE GREEKS. AND THERE IS EXTANT A WORK BY THE HISTORIAN HECATAEUS, TREATING OF THE JEWS, IN WHICH SO HIGH A CHARACTER IS BESTOWED UPON THAT NATION FOR ITS LEARNING, THAT HERENNIUS PHILO, IN HIS TREATISE ON THE JEWS, HAS DOUBTS IN THE FIRST PLACE, WHETHER IT IS REALLY THE COMPOSITION OF THE HISTORIAN; AND SAYS, IN THE SECOND PLACE, THAT IF REALLY HIS, IT IS PROBABLE THAT HE WAS CARRIED AWAY BY THE PLAUSIBLE NATURE OF THE JEWISH HISTORY, AND SO YIELDED HIS ASSENT TO THEIR SYSTEM. 
CHAP. XVI. 
I MUST EXPRESS MY SURPRISE THAT CELSUS SHOULD CLASS THE ODRYSIANS, AND SAMOTHRACIANS, AND ELEUSINIANS, AND HYPERBOREANS AMONG THE MOST ANCIENT AND LEARNED NATIONS, AND SHOULD NOT DEEM THE JEWS WORTHY OF A PLACE AMONG SUCH, EITHER FOR THEIR LEARNING OR THEIR ANTIQUITY, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE MANY TREATISES IN CIRCULATION AMONG THE EGYPTIANS, AND PHOENICIANS, AND GREEKS, WHICH TESTIFY TO THEIR EXISTENCE AS AN ANCIENT PEOPLE, BUT WHICH I HAVE CONSIDERED IT UNNECESSARY TO QUOTE. FOR ANY ONE WHO CHOOSES MAY READ WHAT FLORINS JOSEPHUS HAS RECORDED IN HIS TWO BOOKS, ON THE ANTIQUITY, OF THE JEWS, WHERE HE BRINGS TOGETHER A GREAT COLLECTION OF WRITERS, WHO BEAR WITNESS TO THE ANTIQUITY OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE; AND THERE EXISTS THE DISCOURSE TO THE GREEKS OF TATIAN THE YOUNGER, IN WHICH WITH VERY GREAT LEARNING HE ENUMERATES THOSE HISTORIANS WHO HAVE TREATED OF THE ANTIQUITY OF THE JEWISH NATION AND OF MOSES. IT SEEMS, THEN, TO BE NOT FROM A LOVE OF TRUTH, BUT FROM A SPIRIT OF HATRED, THAT CELSUS MAKES THESE STATEMENTS, HIS OBJECT BEING TO ASPERSE THE ORIGIN OF CHRISTIANITY, WHICH IS CONNECTED WITH JUDAISM. NAY, HE STYLES THE GALACTOPHAGI OF HOMER, AND THE DRUIDS OF THE GAULS, AND THE GETAE, MOST LEARNED AND ANCIENT TRIBES, ON ACCOUNT OF THE RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN THEIR TRADITIONS AND THOSE OF THE JEWS, ALTHOUGH I KNOW NOT WHETHER ANY OF THEIR HISTORIES SURVIVE; BUT THE HEBREWS ALONE, AS FAR AS IN HIM LIES, HE DEPRIVES OF THE HONOUR BOTH OF ANTIQUITY AND LEARNING. AND AGAIN, WHEN MAKING A LIST OF ANCIENT AND LEARNED MEN WHO HAVE CONFERRED BENEFITS UPON THEIR CONTEMPORARIES (BY THEIR DEEDS), AND UPON POSTERITY BY THEIR WRITINGS, HE EXCLUDED MOSES FROM THE NUMBER; WHILE OF LINUS, TO WHOM CELSUS ASSIGNS A FOREMOST PLACE IN HIS LIST, THERE EXISTS NEITHER LAWS NOR DISCOURSES WHICH PRODUCED A CHANGE FOR THE BETTER AMONG ANY TRIBES; WHEREAS A WHOLE NATION, DISPERSED THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE WORLD, OBEY THE LAWS OF MOSES. CONSIDER, THEN, WHETHER IT IS NOT FROM OPEN MALEVOLENCE THAT HE HAS EXPELLED MOSES FROM HIS CATALOGUE OF LEARNED MEN, WHILE ASSERTING THAT LINUS, AND MUSAEUS, AND ORPHEUS, AND PHERECYDES, AND THE PERSIAN ZOROASTER, AND PYTHAGORAS, DISCUSSED THESE TOPICS, AND THAT THEIR OPINIONS WERE DEPOSITED IN BOOKS, AND HAVE THUS BEEN PRESERVED DOWN TO THE PRESENT TIME. AND IT IS INTENTIONALLY ALSO THAT HE HAS OMITTED TO TAKE NOTICE OF THE MYTH, EMBELLISHED CHIEFLY BY ORPHEUS, IN WHICH THE GODS ARE DESCRIBED AS AFFECTED BY HUMAN WEAKNESSES AND PASSIONS. 
CHAP. XVII. 
IN WHAT FOLLOWS, CELSUS, ASSAILING THE MOSAIC HISTORY, FINDS FAULT WITH THOSE WHO GIVE IT A TROPICAL AND ALLEGORICAL SIGNIFICATION. AND HERE ONE MIGHT SAY TO THIS GREAT MAN, WHO INSCRIBED UPON HIS OWN WORK THE TITLE OF A TRUE DISCOURSE, "WHY, GOOD SIR, DO YOU MAKE IT A BOAST TO HAVE IT RECORDED THAT THE GODS SHOULD ENGAGE IN SUCH ADVENTURES AS ARE DESCRIBED BY YOUR LEARNED POETS AND PHILOSOPHERS, AND BE GUILTY OF ABOMINABLE INTRIGUES, AND OF ENGAGING IN WARS AGAINST THEIR OWN FATHERS, AND OF CUTTING OFF THEIR SECRET PARTS, AND SHOULD DARE TO COMMIT AND TO SUFFER SUCH ENORMITIES; WHILE MOSES, WHO GIVES NO SUCH ACCOUNTS RESPECTING GOD, NOR EVEN REGARDING THE HOLY ANGELS, AND WHO RELATES DEEDS OF FAR LESS ATROCITY REGARDING MEN (FOR IN HIS WRITINGS NO ONE EVER VENTURED TO COMMIT SUCH CRIMES AS KRONOS DID AGAINST URANUS, OR ZEUS AGAINST HIS FATHER, OR THAT OF THE FATHER OF MEN AND GODS, WHO HAD INTERCOURSE WITH HIS OWN DAUGHTER), SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS HAVING DECEIVED THOSE WHO WERE PLACED UNDER HIS LAWS, AND TO HAVE LED THEM INTO ERROR?" AND HERE CELSUS SEEMS TO ME TO ACT SOMEWHAT AS THRASYMACHNS THE PLATONIC PHILOSOPHER DID, WHEN HE WOULD NOT ALLOW SOCRATES TO ANSWER REGARDING JUSTICE, AS HE WISHED, BUT SAID, "TAKE CARE NOT TO SAY THAT UTILITY IS JUSTICE, OR DUTY, OR ANYTHING OF THAT KIND." FOR IN LIKE MANNER CELSUS AS SAILS (AS HE THINKS) THE MOSAIC HISTORIES, AND FINDS FAULT WITH THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND THEM ALLEGORICALLY, AT THE SAME TIME BESTOWING ALSO SOME PRAISE UPON THOSE WHO DO SO, TO THE EFFECT THAT THEY ARE MORE IMPARTIAL (THAN THOSE WHO DO NOT); AND THUS, AS IT WERE, HE PREVENTS BY HIS CAVILS THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO SHOW THE TRUE STATE OF THE CASE FROM OFFERING SUCH A DEFENSE AS THEY WOULD WISH TO OFFER. 
CHAP. XVIII. 
AND CHALLENGING A COMPARISON OF BOOK WITH BOOK, I WOULD SAY, "COME NOW, GOOD SIR, TAKE DOWN THE POEMS OF LINUS, AND OF MUSAEUS, AND OF ORPHEUS, AND THE WRITINGS OF PHERECYDES, AND CAREFULLY COMPARE THESE WITH THE LAWS OF MOSES--HISTORIES WITH HISTORIES, AND ETHICAL DISCOURSES WITH LAWS AND COMMANDMENTS--AND SEE WHICH OF THE TWO ARE THE BETTER FITTED TO CHANGE THE CHARACTER OF THE HEARER ON THE VERY SPOT, AND WHICH TO HARDEN HIM IN HIS WICKEDNESS; AND OBSERVE THAT YOUR SERIES OF WRITERS DISPLAY LITTLE CONCERN FOR THOSE READERS WHO ARE TO PERUSE THEM AT ONCE UNAIDED, BUT HAVE COMPOSED THEIR PHILOSOPHY (AS YOU TERM IT) FOR THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO COMPREHEND ITS METAPHORICAL AND ALLEGORICAL SIGNIFICATION; WHEREAS MOSES, LIKE A DISTINGUISHED ORATOR WHO MEDITATES SOME FIGURE OF RHETORIC, AND WHO CAREFULLY INTRODUCES IN EVERY PART LANGUAGE OF TWOFOLD MEANING, HAS DONE THIS IN HIS FIVE BOOKS: NEITHER AFFORDING, IN THE PORTION WHICH RELATES TO MORALS, ANY HANDLE TO HIS JEWISH SUBJECTS FOR COMMITTING EVIL; NOR YET GIVING TO THE FEW INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE ENDOWED WITH GREATER WISDOM, AND WHO WERE CAPABLE OF INVESTIGATING HIS MEANING, A TREATISE DEVOID OF MATERIAL FOR SPECULATION. BUT OF YOUR LEARNED POETS THE VERY WRITINGS WOULD SEEM NO LONGER TO BE PRESERVED, ALTHOUGH THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN CAREFULLY TREASURED UP IF THE READERS HAD PERCEIVED ANY BENEFIT (LIKELY TO BE DERIVED FROM THEM); WHEREAS THE WORKS OF MOSES HAVE STIRRED UP MANY, WHO WERE EVEN ALIENS TO THE MANNERS OF THE JEWS, TO THE BELIEF THAT, AS THESE WRITINGS TESTIFY, THE FIRST WHO ENACTED THESE LAWS AND DELIVERED THEM TO MOSES, WAS THE GOD WHO WAS THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD. FOR IT BECAME THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE, AFTER LAYING DOWN LAWS FOR ITS GOVERNMENT, TO CONFER UPON HIS WORDS A POWER WHICH MIGHT SUBDUE ALL MEN IN EVERY PART OF THE EARTH. AND THIS I MAINTAIN, HAVING AS YET ENTERED INTO NO INVESTIGATION REGARDING JESUS, BUT STILL DEMONSTRATING THAT MOSES, WHO IS FAR INFERIOR TO THE LORD IS, AS THE DISCOURSE WILL SHOW, GREATLY SUPERIOR TO YOUR WISE POETS AND PHILOSOPHERS." 
CHAP. XIX. 
AFTER THESE STATEMENTS, CELSUS, FROM A SECRET DESIRE TO CAST DISCREDIT UPON THE MOSAIC ACCOUNT OF THE CREATION, WHICH TEACHES THAT THE WORLD IS NOT YET TEN THOUSAND YEARS OLD, BUT VERY MUCH UNDER THAT, WHILE CONCEALING HIS WISH, INTIMATES HIS AGREEMENT WITH THOSE WHO HOLD THAT THE WORLD IS UNCREATED. FOR, MAINTAINING THAT THERE HAVE BEEN, FROM ALL ETERNITY, MANY CONFLAGRATIONS AND MANY DELUGES, AND THAT THE FLOOD WHICH LATELY TOOK PLACE IN THE TIME OF DEUCALION IS COMPARATIVELY MODERN, HE CLEARLY DEMONSTRATES TO THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND HIM, THAT, IN HIS OPINION, THE WORLD WAS UNCREATED. BUT LET THIS ASSAILANT OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH TELL US BY WHAT ARGUMENTS HE WAS COMPELLED TO ACCEPT THE STATEMENT THAT THERE HAVE BEEN MANY CONFLAGRATIONS AND MANY CATACLYSMS, AND THAT THE FLOOD WHICH OCCURRED IN THE TIME OF DEUCALION, AND THE CONFLAGRATION IN THAT OF PHAETHON, WERE MORE RECENT THAN ANY OTHERS. AND IF HE SHOULD PUT FORWARD THE DIALOGUES OF PLATO (AS EVIDENCE) ON THESE SUBJECTS, WE SHALL SAY TO HIM THAT IT IS ALLOWABLE FOR US ALSO TO BELIEVE THAT THERE RESIDED IN THE PURE AND PIOUS SOUL OF MOSES, WHO ASCENDED ABOVE ALL CREATED THINGS, AND UNITED HIMSELF TO THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE, AND WHO MADE KNOWN DIVINE THINGS WITH FAR GREATER CLEARNESS THAN PLATO, OR THOSE OTHER WISE MEN (WHO LIVED) AMONG THE GREEKS AND ROMANS, A SPIRIT WHICH WAS DIVINE. AND IF HE DEMANDS OF US OUR REASONS FOR SUCH A BELIEF, LET HIM FIRST GIVE GROUNDS FOR HIS OWN UNSUPPORTED ASSERTIONS, AND THEN WE SHALL SHOW THAT THIS VIEW OF OURS IS THE CORRECT ONE. 
CHAP. XX. 
AND YET, AGAINST HIS WILL, CELSUS IS ENTANGLED INTO TESTIFYING THAT THE WORLD IS COMPARATIVELY MODERN, AND NOT YET TEN THOUSAND YEARS OLD, WHEN HE SAYS THAT THE GREEKS CONSIDER THOSE THINGS AS ANCIENT, BECAUSE, OWING TO THE DELUGES AND CONFLAGRATIONS, THEY HAVE NOT BEHELD OR RECEIVED ANY MEMORIALS OF OLDER EVENTS. BUT LET CELSUS HAVE, AS HIS AUTHORITIES FOR THE MYTH REGARDING THE CONFLAGRATIONS AND INUNDATIONS, THOSE PERSONS WHO, IN HIS OPINION, ARE THE MOST LEARNED OF THE EGYPTIANS, TRACES OF WHOSE WISDOM ARE TO BE FOUND IN THE WORSHIP OF IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, AND IN ARGUMENTS WHICH PROVE THAT SUCH A WORSHIP OF GOD IS IN CONFORMITY WITH REASON, AND OF A SECRET AND MYSTERIOUS CHARACTER. THE EGYPTIANS, THEN, WHEN THEY BOASTFULLY GIVE THEIR OWN ACCOUNT OF THE DIVINITY OF ANIMALS, ARE TO BE CONSIDERED WISE; BUT IF ANY JEW, WHO HAS SIGNIFIED HIS ADHERENCE TO THE LAW AND THE LAWGIVER, REFER EVERYTHING TO THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE, AND THE ONLY GOD, HE IS, IN THE OPINION OF CELSUS AND THOSE LIKE HIM, DEEMED INFERIOR TO HIM WHO DEGRADES THE DIVINITY NOT ONLY TO THE LEVEL OF RATIONAL AND MORTAL ANIMALS, BUT EVEN TO THAT OF IRRATIONAL ALSO!--A VIEW WHICH GOES FAR BEYOND THE MYTHICAL DOCTRINE OF TRANSMIGRATION, ACCORDING TO WHICH THE SOUL FALLS DOWN FROM THE SUMMIT OF HEAVEN, AND ENTERS INTO THE BODY OF BRUTE BEASTS, BOTH TAME AND SAVAGE! AND IF THE EGYPTIANS RELATED FABLES OF THIS KIND, THEY ARE BELIEVED TO CONVEY A PHILOSOPHICAL MEANING BY THEIR ENIGMAS AND MYSTERIES; BUT IF MOSES COMPOSE AND LEAVE BEHIND HIM HISTORIES AND LAWS FOR AN ENTIRE NATION, THEY ARE TO BE CONSIDERED AS EMPTY FABLES, THE LANGUAGE OF WHICH ADMITS OF NO ALLEGORICAL MEANING! 
CHAP. XXI. 
THE FOLLOWING IS THE VIEW OF CELSUS AND THE EPICUREANS: "MOSES HAVING," HE SAYS, "LEARNED THE DOCTRINE WHICH IS TO BE FOUND EXISTING AMONG WISE NATIONS AND ELOQUENT MEN, OBTAINED THE REPUTATION OF DIVINITY." NOW, IN ANSWER TO THIS WE HAVE TO SAY, THAT IT MAY BE ALLOWED HIM THAT. MOSES DID INDEED HEAR A SOMEWHAT ANCIENT DOCTRINE, AND TRANSMITTED THE SAME TO THE HEBREWS; THAT IF THE DOCTRINE WHICH HE HEARD WAS FALSE, AND NEITHER PIOUS NOR VENERABLE, AND IF NOTWITHSTANDING, HE RECEIVED IT AND HANDED IT DOWN TO THOSE UNDER HIS AUTHORITY, HE IS LIABLE TO CENSURE; BUT IF, AS YOU ASSERT, HE GAVE HIS ADHERENCE TO OPINIONS THAT WERE WISE AND TRUE, AND EDUCATED HIS PEOPLE BY MEANS OF THEM, WHAT, PRAY, HAS HE DONE DESERVING OF CONDEMNATION? WOULD, INDEED, THAT NOT ONLY EPICURUS, BUT ARISTOTLE, WHOSE SENTIMENTS REGARDING PROVIDENCE ARE NOT SO IMPIOUS (AS THOSE OF THE FORMER), AND THE STOICS, WHO ASSERT THAT GOD IS A BODY, HAD HEARD SUCH A DOCTRINE! THEN THE WORLD WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN FILLED WITH OPINIONS WHICH EITHER DISALLOW OR ENFEEBLE THE ACTION OF PROVIDENCE, OR INTRODUCE A CORRUPT CORPOREAL PRINCIPLE, ACCORDING TO WHICH THE GOD OF THE STOICS IS A BODY, WITH RESPECT TO WHOM THEY ARE NOT AFRAID TO SAY THAT HE IS CAPABLE OF CHANGE, AND MAY BE ALTERED AND TRANSFORMED IN ALL HIS PARTS, AND, GENERALLY, THAT HE IS CAPABLE OF CORRUPTION, IF THERE BE ANY ONE TO CORRUPT HIM, BUT THAT HE HAS THE GOOD FORTUNE TO ESCAPE CORRUPTION, BECAUSE THERE IS NONE TO CORRUPT. WHEREAS THE DOCTRINE OF THE JEWS AND CHRISTIANS, WHICH PRESERVES THE IMMUTABILITY AND UNALTERABLENESS OF THE DIVINE NATURE, IS STIGMATIZED AS IMPIOUS, BECAUSE IT DOES NOT PARTAKE OF THE PROFANITY OF THOSE WHOSE NOTIONS OF GOD ARE MARKED BY IMPIETY, BUT BECAUSE IT SAYS IN THE SUPPLICATION ADDRESSED TO THE DIVINITY, "THOU ART THE SAME," IT BEING, MOREOVER, AN ARTICLE OF FAITH THAT GOD HAS SAID, "I CHANGE NOT." 
CHAP. XXII. 
AFTER THIS, CELSUS, WITHOUT CONDEMNING CIRCUMCISION AS PRACTICED BY THE JEWS, ASSERTS THAT THIS USAGE WAS DERIVED FROM THE EGYPTIANS; THUS, BELIEVING THE EGYPTIANS RATHER THAN MOSES, WHO SAYS THAT ABRAHAM WAS THE FIRST AMONG MEN WHO PRACTICED THE RITE. AND IT IS NOT MOSES ALONE WHO MENTIONS THE NAME OF ABRAHAM, ASSIGNING TO HIM GREAT INTIMACY WITH GOD; BUT MANY ALSO OF THOSE WHO GIVE THEMSELVES TO THE PRACTICE OF THE CONJURATION OF EVIL SPIRITS, EMPLOY IN THEIR SPELLS THE EXPRESSION "GOD OF ABRAHAM," POINTING OUT BY THE VERY NAME THE FRIENDSHIP (THAT EXISTED) BETWEEN THAT JUST MAN AND GOD. AND YET, WHILE MAKING USE OF THE PHRASE "GOD OF ABRAHAM," THEY DO NOT KNOW WHO ABRAHAM IS! AND THE SAME REMARK APPLIES TO ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND ISRAEL; WHICH NAMES, ALTHOUGH CONFESSEDLY HEBREW, ARE FREQUENTLY INTRODUCED BY THOSE EGYPTIANS WHO PROFESS TO PRODUCE SOME WONDERFUL RESULT BY MEANS OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE. THE RITE OF CIRCUMCISION, HOWEVER, WHICH BEGAN WITH ABRAHAM, AND WAS DISCONTINUED BY JESUS, WHO DESIRED THAT HIS DISCIPLES SHOULD NOT PRACTICE IT, IS NOT BEFORE US FOR EXPLANATION; FOR THE PRESENT OCCASION DOES NOT LEAD US TO SPEAK OF SUCH THINGS, BUT TO MAKE AN EFFORT TO REFUTE THE CHARGES BROUGHT AGAINST THE DOCTRINE OF THE JEWS BY CELSUS, WHO THINKS THAT HE WILL BE ABLE THE MORE EASILY TO ESTABLISH THE FALSITY OF CHRISTIANITY, IF, BY ASSAILING ITS ORIGIN IN JUDAISM, HE CAN SHOW THAT THE LATTER ALSO IS UNTRUE. 
CHAP. XXIII. 
AFTER THIS, CELSUS NEXT ASSERTS THAT "THOSE HERDSMEN AND SHEPHERDS WHO FOLLOWED MOSES AS THEIR LEADER, HAD THEIR MINDS DELUDED BY VULGAR DECEITS, AND SO SUPPOSED THAT THERE WAS ONE GOD." LET HIM SHOW, THEN, HOW, AFTER THIS IRRATIONAL DEPARTURE, AS HE REGARDS IT, OF THE HERDSMEN AND SHEPHERDS FROM THE WORSHIP OF MANY GODS, HE HIMSELF IS ABLE TO ESTABLISH THE MULTIPLICITY OF DEITIES THAT ARE FOUND AMONGST THE GREEKS, OR AMONG THOSE OTHER NATIONS THAT ARE CALLED BARBARIAN. LET HIM ESTABLISH, THEREFORE, THE EXISTENCE OF MNEMOSYNE, THE MOTHER OF THE MUSES BY ZEUS; OR OF THEMIS, THE PARENT OF THE HOURS; OR LET HIM PROVE THAT THE EVER-NAKED GRACES CAN HAVE A REAL, SUBSTANTIAL EXISTENCE. BUT HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SHOW, FROM ANY ACTIONS OF THEIRS, THAT THESE FICTITIOUS REPRESENTATIONS OF THE GREEKS, WHICH HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF BEING INVESTED WITH BODIES, ARE (REALLY) GODS. AND WHY SHOULD THE FABLES OF THE GREEKS REGARDING THE GODS BE TRUE, ANY MORE THAN THOSE OF THE EGYPTIANS FOR EXAMPLE, WHO IN THEIR LANGUAGE KNOW NOTHING OF A MNEMOSYNE, MOTHER OF THE NINE MUSES; NOR OF A THEMIS, PARENT OF THE HOURS; NOR OF A EUPHROSYNE, ONE OF THE GRACES; NOR OF ANY OTHER OF THESE NAMES? HOW MUCH MORE MANIFEST (AND HOW MUCH BETTER THAN ALL THESE INVENTIONS!) IS IT THAT, CONVINCED BY WHAT WE SEE, IN THE ADMIRABLE ORDER OF THE WORLD, WE SHOULD WORSHIP THE MAKER OF IT AS THE ONE AUTHOR OF ONE EFFECT, AND WHICH, AS BEING WHOLLY IN HARMONY WITH ITSELF, CANNOT ON THAT ACCOUNT HAVE BEEN THE WORK OF MANY MAKERS; AND THAT WE SHOULD BELIEVE THAT THE WHOLE HEAVEN IS NOT HELD TOGETHER BY THE MOVEMENTS OF MANY SOULS, FOR ONE IS ENOUGH, WHICH BEARS THE WHOLE OF THE NON-WANDERING SPHERE FROM EAST TO WEST, AND EMBRACES WITHIN IT ALL THINGS WHICH THE WORLD REQUIRES, AND WHICH ARE NOT SELF-EXISTING! FOR ALL ARE PARTS OF THE WORLD, WHILE GOD IS NO PART OF THE WHOLE. BUT GOD CANNOT BE IMPERFECT, AS A PART IS IMPERFECT. AND PERHAPS PROFOUNDER CONSIDERATION WILL SHOW, THAT AS GOD IS NOT A PART, SO NEITHER IS HE PROPERLY THE WHOLE, SINCE THE WHOLE IS COMPOSED OF PARTS; AND REASON WILL NOT ALLOW US TO BELIEVE THAT THE GOD WHO IS OVER ALL IS COMPOSED OF PARTS, EACH ONE OF WHICH CANNOT DO WHAT ALL THE OTHER PARTS, CAN. 
CHAP. XXIV. 
AFTER THIS HE CONTINUES: "THESE HERDSMEN AND SHEPHERDS CONCLUDED THAT THERE WAS BUT ONE GOD, NAMED EITHER THE HIGHEST, OR ADONAI, OR THE HEAVENLY, OR SABAOTH, OR CALLED BY SOME OTHER OF THOSE NAMES WHICH THEY DELIGHT TO GIVE THIS WORLD; AND THEY KNEW NOTHING BEYOND THAT." AND IN A SUBSEQUENT PART OF HIS WORK HE SAYS, THAT "IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE WHETHER THE GOD WHO IS OVER ALL THINGS BE CALLED BY THE NAME OF ZEUS, WHICH IS CURRENT AMONG THE GREEKS, OR BY THAT, E.G., WHICH IS IN USE AMONG THE INDIANS OR EGYPTIANS," NOW, IN ANSWER TO THIS, WE HAVE TO REMARK THAT THIS INVOLVES A DEEP AND MYSTERIOUS SUBJECT--THAT, VIZ., RESPECTING THE NATURE OF NAMES: IT BEING A QUESTION WHETHER, AS ARISTOTLE THINKS, NAMES WERE BESTOWED BY ARRANGEMENT, OR, AS THE STOICS HOLD, BY NATURE; THE FIRST WORDS BEING IMITATIONS OF THINGS, AGREEABLY TO WHICH THE NAMES WERE FORMED, AND IN CONFORMITY WITH WHICH THEY INTRODUCE CERTAIN PRINCIPLES OF ETYMOLOGY; OR WHETHER, AS EPICURUS TEACHES (DIFFERING IN THIS FROM THE STOICS), NAMES WERE GIVEN BY NATURE,--THE FIRST MEN HAVING UTTERED CERTAIN WORDS VARYING WITH THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH THEY FOUND THEMSELVES. IF, THEN, WE SHALL BE ABLE TO ESTABLISH, IN REFERENCE TO THE PRECEDING STATEMENT, THE NATURE OF POWERFUL NAMES, SOME OF WHICH ARE USED BY THE LEARNED AMONGST THE EGYPTIANS, OR BY THE MAGI AMONG THE PERSIANS, AND BY THE INDIAN PHILOSOPHERS CALLED BRAHMANS, OR BY THE SAMANAEANS, AND OTHERS IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES; AND SHALL BE ABLE TO MAKE OUT THAT THE SO-CALLED MAGIC IS NOT, AS THE FOLLOWERS OF EPICURUS AND ARISTOTLE SUPPOSE, AN ALTOGETHER UNCERTAIN THING, BUT IS, AS THOSE SKILLED IN IT PROVE, A CONSISTENT SYSTEM, HAVING WORDS WHICH ARE KNOWN TO EXCEEDINGLY FEW; THEN WE SAY THAT THE NAME SABAOTH, AND ADONAI, AND THE OTHER NAMES TREATED WITH SO MUCH REVERENCE AMONG THE HEBREWS, ARE NOT APPLICABLE TO ANY ORDINARY CREATED THINGS, BUT BELONG TO A SECRET THEOLOGY WHICH REFERS TO THE FRAMER OF ALL THINGS. THESE NAMES, ACCORDINGLY, WHEN PRONOUNCED WITH THAT ATTENDANT TRAIN OF CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH IS APPROPRIATE TO THEIR NATURE, ARE POSSESSED OF GREAT POWER; AND OTHER NAMES, AGAIN, CURRENT IN THE EGYPTIAN TONGUE, ARE EFFICACIOUS AGAINST CERTAIN DEMONS WHO CAN ONLY DO CERTAIN THINGS; AND OTHER NAMES IN THE PERSIAN LANGUAGE HAVE CORRESPONDING POWER OVER OTHER SPIRITS; AND SO ON IN EVERY INDIVIDUAL NATION, FOR DIFFERENT PURPOSES. AND THUS, IT WILL BE FOUND THAT, OF THE VARIOUS DEMONS UPON THE EARTH, TO WHOM DIFFERENT LOCALITIES HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED, EACH ONE BEARS A NAME APPROPRIATE TO THE SEVERAL DIALECTS OF PLACE AND COUNTRY. HE, THEREFORE, WHO HAS A NOBLER IDEA, HOWEVER SMALL, OF THESE MATTERS, WILL BE CAREFUL NOT TO APPLY DIFFERING NAMES TO DIFFERENT THINGS; LEST HE SHOULD RESEMBLE THOSE WHO MISTAKENLY APPLY THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD TO LIFELESS MATTER, OR WHO DRAG DOWN THE TITLE OF "THE GOOD" FROM THE FIRST CAUSE, OR FROM VIRTUE AND EXCELLENCE, AND APPLY IT TO BLIND PLUTUS, AND TO A HEALTHY AND WELL-PROPORTIONED MIXTURE OF FLESH AND BLOOD AND BONES, OR TO WHAT IS CONSIDERED TO BE NOBLE BIRTH. 
CHAP. XXV. 
AND PERHAPS THERE IS A DANGER AS GREAT AS THAT WHICH DEGRADES THE NAME OF "GOD," OR OF "THE GOOD," TO IMPROPER OBJECTS, IN CHANGING THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD ACCORDING TO A SECRET SYSTEM, AND APPLYING THOSE WHICH BELONG TO INFERIOR BEINGS TO GREATER, AND VICE VERSA. AND I DO NOT DWELL ON THIS, THAT WHEN THE NAME OF ZEUS IS UTTERED, THERE IS HEARD AT THE SAME TIME THAT OF THE SON OF KRONOS AND RHEA, AND THE HUSBAND OF HERA, AND BROTHER OF POSEIDON, AND FATHER OF ATHENE, AND ARTEMIS, WHO WAS GUILTY OF INCEST WITH HIS OWN DAUGHTER PERSEPHONE; OR THAT APOLLO IMMEDIATELY SUGGESTS THE SON OF LETO AND ZEUS, AND THE BROTHER OF ARTEMIS, AND HALF-BROTHER OF HERMES; AND SO WITH ALL THE OTHER NAMES INVENTED BY THESE WISE MEN OF CELSUS, WHO ARE THE PARENTS OF THESE OPINIONS, AND THE ANCIENT THEOLOGIANS OF THE GREEKS. FOR WHAT ARE THE GROUNDS FOR DECIDING THAT HE SHOULD ON THE ONE HAND BE PROPERLY CALLED ZEUS, AND YET ON THE OTHER SHOULD NOT HAVE KRONOS FOR HIS FATHER AND RHEA FOR HIS MOTHER? AND THE SAME ARGUMENT APPLIES TO ALL THE OTHERS THAT ARE CALLED GODS. BUT THIS CHARGE DOES NOT AT ALL APPLY TO THOSE WHO, FOR SOME MYSTERIOUS REASON, REFER THE WORD SABAOTH, OR ADONAI, OR ANY OF THE OTHER NAMES TO THE (TRUE) GOD. AND WHEN ONE IS ABLE TO PHILOSOPHIZE ABOUT THE MYSTERY OF NAMES, HE WILL FIND MUCH TO SAY RESPECTING THE TITLES OF THE ANGELS OF GOD, OF WHOM ONE IS CALLED MICHAEL, AND ANOTHER GABRIEL, AND ANOTHER RAPHAEL, APPROPRIATELY TO THE DUTIES WHICH THEY DISCHARGE IN THE WORLD, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE GOD OF ALL THINGS. AND A SIMILAR PHILOSOPHY OF NAMES APPLIES ALSO TO OUR JESUS, WHOSE NAME HAS ALREADY BEEN SEEN, IN AN UNMISTAKEABLE MANNER, TO HAVE EXPELLED MYRIADS OF EVIL SPIRITS FROM THE SOULS AND BODIES (OF MEN), SO GREAT WAS THE POWER WHICH IT EXERTED UPON THOSE FROM WHOM THE SPIRITS WERE DRIVEN OUT. AND WHILE STILL UPON THE SUBJECT OF NAMES, WE HAVE TO MENTION THAT THOSE WHO ARE SKILLED IN THE USE OF INCANTATIONS, RELATE THAT THE UTTERANCE OF THE SAME INCANTATION IN ITS PROPER LANGUAGE CAN ACCOMPLISH WHAT THE SPELL PROFESSES TO DO; BUT WHEN TRANSLATED INTO ANY OTHER TONGUE, IT IS OBSERVED TO BECOME INEFFICACIOUS AND FEEBLE. AND THUS, IT IS NOT THE THINGS SIGNIFIED, BUT THE QUALITIES AND PECULIARITIES OF WORDS, WHICH POSSESS A CERTAIN POWER FOR THIS OR THAT PURPOSE. AND SO, ON SUCH GROUNDS AS THESE WE DEFEND THE CONDUCT OF THE CHRISTIANS, WHEN THEY STRUGGLE EVEN TO DEATH TO AVOID CALLING GOD BY THE NAME OF ZEUS, OR TO GIVE HIM A NAME FROM ANY OTHER LANGUAGE. FOR THEY EITHER USE THE COMMON NAME--GOD--INDEFINITELY, OR WITH SOME SUCH ADDITION AS THAT OF THE "MAKER OF ALL THINGS," "THE CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH"--HE WHO SENT DOWN TO THE HUMAN RACE THOSE GOOD MEN, TO WHOSE NAMES THAT OF GOD BEING ADDED, CERTAIN MIGHTY WORKS ARE WROUGHT AMONG MEN. AND MUCH MORE BESIDES MIGHT BE SAID ON THE SUBJECT OF NAMES, AGAINST THOSE WHO THINK THAT WE OUGHT TO BE INDIFFERENT AS TO OUR USE OF THEM. AND IF THE REMARK OF PLATO IN THE PHILEBUS SHOULD SURPRISE US, WHEN HE SAYS, "MY FEAR, O PROTAGORAS, ABOUT THE NAMES OF THE GODS IS NO SMALL ONE," SEEING PHILEBUS IN HIS DISCUSSION WITH SOCRATES HAD CALLED PLEASURE A "GOD," HOW SHALL WE NOT RATHER APPROVE THE PIETY OF THE CHRISTIANS, WHO APPLY NONE OF THE NAMES USED IN THE MYTHOLOGIES TO THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD? AND NOW ENOUGH ON THIS SUBJECT FOR THE PRESENT. 
CHAP. XXVI. 
BUT LET US SEE THE MANNER IN WHICH THIS CELSUS, WHO PROFESSES TO KNOW EVERYTHING, BRINGS A FALSE ACCUSATION AGAINST THE JEWS, WHEN HE ALLEGES THAT "THEY WORSHIP ANGELS, AND ARE ADDICTED TO SORCERY, IN WHICH MOSES WAS THEIR INSTRUCTOR." NOW, IN WHAT PART OF THE WRITINGS OF MOSES HE FOUND THE LAWGIVER LAYING DOWN THE WORSHIP OF ANGELS, LET HIM TELL, WHO PROFESSES TO KNOW ALL ABOUT CHRISTIANITY AND JUDAISM; AND LET HIM SHOW ALSO HOW SORCERY CAN EXIST AMONG THOSE WHO HAVE ACCEPTED THE MOSAIC LAW, AND READ THE INJUNCTION, "NEITHER SEEK AFTER WIZARDS, TO BE DEFILED BY THEM." MOREOVER, HE PROMISES TO SHOW AFTERWARDS "HOW IT WAS THROUGH IGNORANCE THAT THE JEWS WERE DECEIVED AND LED INTO ERROR." NOW, IF HE HAD DISCOVERED THAT THE IGNORANCE OF THE JEWS REGARDING CHRIST WAS THE EFFECT OF THEIR NOT HAVING HEARD THE PROPHECIES ABOUT HIM, HE WOULD SHOW WITH TRUTH HOW THE JEWS FELL INTO ERROR. BUT WITHOUT ANY WISH WHATEVER THAT THIS SHOULD APPEAR, HE VIEWS AS JEWISH ERRORS WHAT ARE NO ERRORS AT ALL. AND CELSUS HAVING PROMISED TO MAKE US ACQUAINTED, IN A SUBSEQUENT PART OF HIS WORK, WITH THE DOCTRINES OF JUDAISM, PROCEEDS IN THE FIRST PLACE TO SPEAK OF OUR SAVIOUR AS HAVING BEEN THE LEADER OF OUR GENERATION, IN SO FAR AS WE ARE CHRISTIANS, AND SAYS THAT "A FEW YEARS AGO HE BEGAN TO TEACH THIS DOCTRINE, BEING REGARDED BY CHRISTIANS AS THE SON OF GOD." NOW, WITH RESPECT TO THIS POINT--HIS PRIOR EXISTENCE A FEW YEARS AGO--WE HAVE TO REMARK AS FOLLOWS. COULD IT HAVE COME TO PASS WITHOUT DIVINE ASSISTANCE, THAT JESUS, DESIRING DURING THESE YEARS TO SPREAD ABROAD HIS WORDS AND TEACHING, SHOULD HAVE BEEN SO SUCCESSFUL, THAT EVERYWHERE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, NOT A FEW PERSONS, GREEKS AS WELL AS BARBARIANS, LEARNED AS WELL AS IGNORANT, ADOPTED HIS DOCTRINE, SO THAT THEY STRUGGLED, EVEN TO DEATH IN ITS DEFENSE, RATHER THAN DENY IT, WHICH NO ONE IS EVER RELATED TO HAVE DONE FOR ANY OTHER SYSTEM? I INDEED, FROM NO WISH TO FLATTER CHRISTIANITY, BUT FROM A DESIRE THOROUGHLY TO EXAMINE THE FACTS, WOULD SAY THAT EVEN THOSE WHO ARE ENGAGED IN THE HEALING OF NUMBERS OF SICK PERSONS, DO NOT ATTAIN THEIR OBJECT--THE CURE OF THE BODY--WITHOUT DIVINE HELP; AND IF ONE WERE TO SUCCEED IN DELIVERING SOULS FROM A FLOOD OF WICKEDNESS, AND EXCESSES, AND ACTS OF INJUSTICE, AND FROM A CONTEMPT OF GOD, AND WERE TO SHOW, AS EVIDENCE OF SUCH A RESULT, ONE HUNDRED PERSONS IMPROVED IN THEIR NATURES (LET US SUPPOSE THE NUMBER TO BE SO LARGE), NO ONE WOULD REASONABLY SAY THAT IT WAS WITHOUT DIVINE ASSISTANCE THAT HE HAD IMPLANTED IN THOSE HUNDRED INDIVIDUALS A DOCTRINE CAPABLE OF REMOVING SO MANY EVILS. AND IF ANY ONE, ON A CANDID CONSIDERATION OF THESE THINGS, SHALL ADMIT THAT NO IMPROVEMENT EVER TAKES PLACE AMONG MEN WITHOUT DIVINE HELP, HOW MUCH MORE CONFIDENTLY SHALL HE MAKE THE SAME ASSERTION REGARDING JESUS, WHEN HE COMPARES THE FORMER LIVES OF MANY CONVERTS TO HIS DOCTRINE WITH THEIR AFTER CONDUCT, AND REFLECTS IN WHAT ACTS OF LICENTIOUSNESS AND INJUSTICE AND COVETOUSNESS THEY FORMERLY INDULGED, UNTIL, AS CELSUS, AND THEY WHO THINK WITH HIM, ALLEGE, "THEY WERE DECEIVED," AND ACCEPTED A DOCTRINE WHICH, AS THESE INDIVIDUALS ASSERT, IS DESTRUCTIVE OF THE LIFE OF MEN; BUT WHO, FROM THE TIME THAT THEY ADOPTED IT, HAVE BECOME IN SOME WAY MEEKER, AND MORE RELIGIOUS, AND MORE CONSISTENT, SO THAT CERTAIN AMONG THEM, FROM A DESIRE OF EXCEEDING CHASTITY, AND A WISH TO WORSHIP GOD WITH GREATER PURITY, ABSTAIN EVEN FROM THE PERMITTED INDULGENCES OF (LAWFUL) LOVE. 
CHAP. XXVII. 
ANY ONE WHO EXAMINES THE SUBJECT WILL SEE THAT JESUS ATTEMPTED AND SUCCESSFULLY ACCOMPLISHED WORKS BEYOND THE REACH OF HUMAN POWER. FOR ALTHOUGH, FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, ALL THINGS OPPOSED THE SPREAD OF HIS DOCTRINE IN THE WORLD, BOTH THE PRINCES OF THE TIMES, AND THEIR CHIEF CAPTAINS AND GENERALS, AND ALL, TO SPEAK GENERALLY, WHO WERE POSSESSED OF THE SMALLEST INFLUENCE, AND IN ADDITION TO THESE, THE RULERS OF THE DIFFERENT CITIES, AND THE SOLDIERS, AND THE PEOPLE,--YET IT PROVED VICTORIOUS, AS BEING THE WORD OF GOD, THE NATURE OF WHICH IS SUCH THAT IT CANNOT BE HINDERED; AND BECOMING MORE POWERFUL THAN ALL SUCH ADVERSARIES, IT MADE ITSELF MASTER OF THE WHOLE OF GREECE, AND A CONSIDERABLE PORTION OF BARBARIAN LANDS, AND CONVENED COUNTLESS NUMBERS OF SOULS TO HIS RELIGION. AND ALTHOUGH, AMONG THE MULTITUDE OF CONVERTS TO CHRISTIANITY, THE SIMPLE AND IGNORANT NECESSARILY OUTNUMBERED THE MORE INTELLIGENT, AS THE FORMER CLASS ALWAYS DOES THE LATTER, YET CELSUS, UNWILLING TO TAKE NOTE OF THIS, THINKS THAT THIS PHILANTHROPIC DOCTRINE, WHICH REACHES TO EVERY SOUL UNDER THE SUN, IS VULGAR, AND ON ACCOUNT OF ITS VULGARITY AND ITS WANT OF REASONING POWER, OBTAINED A HOLD ONLY OVER THE IGNORANT. AND YET HE HIMSELF ADMITS THAT IT WAS NOT THE SIMPLE ALONE WHO WERE LED BY THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS TO ADOPT HIS RELIGION; FOR HE ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THERE WERE AMONGST THEM SOME PERSONS OF MODERATE INTELLIGENCE, AND GENTLE DISPOSITION, AND POSSESSED OF UNDERSTANDING, AND CAPABLE OF COMPREHENDING ALLEGORIES. 
CHAP. XXVIII. 
AND SINCE, IN IMITATION OF A RHETORICIAN TRAINING A PUPIL, HE INTRODUCES A JEW, WHO ENTERS INTO A PERSONAL DISCUSSION WITH JESUS, AND SPEAKS IN A VERY CHILDISH MANNER, ALTOGETHER UNWORTHY OF THE GREY HAIRS OF A PHILOSOPHER, LET ME ENDEAVOUR, TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY, TO EXAMINE HIS STATEMENTS, AND SHOW THAT HE DOES NOT MAINTAIN, THROUGHOUT THE DISCUSSION, THE CONSISTENCY DUE TO THE CHARACTER OF A JEW. FOR HE REPRESENTS HIM DISPUTING WITH JESUS, AND CONFUTING HIM, AS HE THINKS, ON MANY POINTS; AND IN THE FIRST PLACE, HE ACCUSES HIM OF HAVING "INVENTED HIS BIRTH FROM A VIRGIN," AND UPBRAIDS HIM WITH BEING "BORN IN A CERTAIN JEWISH VILLAGE, OF A POOR WOMAN OF THE COUNTRY, WHO GAINED HER SUBSISTENCE BY SPINNING, AND WHO WAS TURNED OUT OF DOORS BY HER HUSBAND, A CARPENTER BY TRADE, BECAUSE SHE WAS CONVICTED OF ADULTERY; THAT AFTER BEING DRIVEN AWAY BY HER HUSBAND, AND WANDERING ABOUT FOR A TIME, SHE DISGRACEFULLY GAVE BIRTH TO JESUS, AN ILLEGITIMATE CHILD, WHO HAVING HIRED HIMSELF OUT AS A SERVANT IN EGYPT ON ACCOUNT OF HIS POVERTY, AND HAVING THERE ACQUIRED SOME MIRACULOUS POWERS, ON WHICH THE EGYPTIANS GREATLY PRIDE THEMSELVES, RETURNED TO HIS OWN COUNTRY, HIGHLY ELATED ON ACCOUNT OF THEM, AND BY MEANS OF THESE PROCLAIMED HIMSELF A GOD." NOW, AS I CANNOT ALLOW ANYTHING SAID BY UNBELIEVERS TO REMAIN UNEXAMINED, BUT MUST INVESTIGATE EVERYTHING FROM THE BEGINNING, I GIVE IT AS MY OPINION THAT ALL THESE THINGS WORTHILY HARMONIZE WITH THE PREDICTIONS THAT JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD. 
CHAP. XXIX. 
FOR BIRTH IS AN AID TOWARDS AN INDIVIDUAL'S BECOMING FAMOUS, AND DISTINGUISHED, AND TALKED ABOUT; VIZ., WHEN A MAN'S PARENTS HAPPEN TO BE IN A POSITION OF RANK AND INFLUENCE, AND ARE POSSESSED OF WEALTH, AND ARE ABLE TO SPEND IT UPON THE EDUCATION OF THEIR SON, AND WHEN THE COUNTRY OF ONE'S BIRTH IS GREAT AND ILLUSTRIOUS; BUT WHEN A MAN HAVING ALL THESE THINGS AGAINST HIM IS ABLE, NOTWITHSTANDING THESE HINDRANCES, TO MAKE HIMSELF KNOWN, AND TO PRODUCE AN IMPRESSION ON THOSE WHO HEAR OF HIM, AND TO BECOME DISTINGUISHED AND VISIBLE TO THE WHOLE WORLD, WHICH SPEAKS OF HIM AS IT DID NOT DO BEFORE, HOW CAN WE HELP ADMIRING SUCH A NATURE AS BEING BOTH NOBLE IN ITSELF, AND DEVOTING ITSELF TO GREAT DEEDS, AND POSSESSING A COURAGE WHICH IS NOT BY ANY MEANS TO BE DESPISED? AND IF ONE WERE TO EXAMINE MORE FULLY THE HISTORY OF SUCH AN INDIVIDUAL, WHY SHOULD HE NOT SEEK TO KNOW IN WHAT MANNER, AFTER BEING REARED UP IN FRUGALITY AND POVERTY, AND WITHOUT RECEIVING ANY COMPLETE EDUCATION, AND WITHOUT HAVING STUDIED SYSTEMS AND OPINIONS BY MEANS OF WHICH HE MIGHT HAVE ACQUIRED CONFIDENCE TO ASSOCIATE WITH MULTITUDES, AND PLAY THE DEMAGOGUE, AND ATTRACT TO HIMSELF MANY HEARERS, HE NEVERTHELESS DEVOTED HIMSELF TO THE TEACHING OF NEW OPINIONS, INTRODUCING AMONG MEN A DOCTRINE WHICH NOT ONLY SUBVERTED THE CUSTOMS OF THE JEWS, WHILE PRESERVING DUE RESPECT FOR THEIR PROPHETS, BUT WHICH ESPECIALLY OVERTURNED THE ESTABLISHED OBSERVANCES OF THE GREEKS REGARDING THE DIVINITY? AND HOW COULD SUCH A PERSON--ONE WHO HAD BEEN SO BROUGHT UP, AND WHO, AS HIS CALUMNIATORS ADMIT, HAD LEARNED NOTHING GREAT FROM MEN--HAVE BEEN ABLE TO TEACH, IN A MANNER NOT AT ALL TO BE DESPISED, SUCH DOCTRINES AS HE DID REGARDING THE DIVINE JUDGMENT, AND THE PUNISHMENTS THAT ARE TO OVERTAKE WICKEDNESS, AND THE REWARDS THAT ARE TO BE CONFERRED UPON VIRTUE; SO THAT NOT ONLY RUSTIC AND IGNORANT INDIVIDUALS WERE WON BY HIS WORDS, BUT ALSO NOT A FEW OF THOSE WHO WERE DISTINGUISHED BY THEIR WISDOM, AND WHO WERE ABLE TO DISCERN THE HIDDEN MEANING IN THOSE MORE COMMON DOCTRINES, AS THEY WERE CONSIDERED, WHICH WERE IN CIRCULATION, AND WHICH SECRET MEANING ENWRAPPED, SO TO SPEAK, SOME MORE RECONDITE' SIGNIFICATION STILL? THE SERIPHIAN, IN PLATO, WHO REPROACHES THEMISTOCLES AFTER HE HAD BECOME CELEBRATED FOR HIS MILITARY SKILL, SAYING THAT HIS REPUTATION WAS DUE NOT TO HIS OWN MERITS, BUT TO HIS GOOD FORTUNE IN HAVING BEEN BORN IN THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS COUNTRY IN GREECE, RECEIVED FROM THE GOOD-NATURED ATHENIAN, WHO SAW THAT HIS NATIVE COUNTRY DID CONTRIBUTE TO HIS RENOWN, THE FOLLOWING REPLY: "NEITHER WOULD I, HAD I BEEN A SERIPHIAN, HAVE BEEN SO DISTINGUISHED AS I AM, NOR WOULD YOU HAVE BEEN A THEMISTOCLES, EVEN IF YOU HAD HAD THE GOOD FORTUNE TO BE AN ATHENIAN!" AND NOW, OUR JESUS, WHO IS REPROACHED WITH BEING BORN IN A VILLAGE, AND THAT NOT A GREEK ONE, NOR BELONGING TO ANY NATION WIDELY ESTEEMED, AND BEING DESPISED AS THE SON OF A POOR LABOURING WOMAN, AND AS HAVING ON ACCOUNT OF HIS POVERTY LEFT HIS NATIVE COUNTRY AND HIRED HIMSELF OUT IN EGYPT, AND BEING, TO USE THE INSTANCE ALREADY QUOTED, NOT ONLY A SERIPHIAN, AS IT WERE, A NATIVE OF A VERY SMALL AND UNDISTINGUISHED ISLAND, BUT EVEN, SO TO SPEAK, THE MEANEST OF THE SERIPHIANS, HAS YET BEEN ABLE TO SHAKE THE WHOLE INHABITED WORLD NOT ONLY TO A DEGREE FAR ABOVE WHAT THEMISTOCLES THE ATHENIAN EVER DID, BUT BEYOND WHAT EVEN PYTHAGORAS, OR PLATO, OR ANY OTHER WISE MAN IN ANY PART OF THE WORLD WHATEVER, OR ANY PRINCE OR GENERAL, EVER SUCCEEDED IN DOING? 
CHAP. XXX. 
NOW, WOULD NOT ANY ONE WHO INVESTIGATED WITH ORDINARY CARE THE NATURE OF THESE FACTS, BE STRUCK WITH AMAZEMENT AT THIS MAN'S VICTORY? WITH HIS COMPLETE SUCCESS IN SURMOUNTING BY HIS REPUTATION ALL CAUSES THAT TENDED TO BRING HIM INTO DISREPUTE, AND WITH HIS SUPERIORITY OVER ALL OTHER ILLUSTRIOUS INDIVIDUALS IN THE WORLD? AND YET IT IS A RATE THING FOR DISTINGUISHED MEN TO SUCCEED IN ACQUIRING A REPUTATION FOR SEVERAL THINGS AT ONCE. FOR ONE MAN IS ADMIRED ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WISDOM, ANOTHER FOR HIS MILITARY SKILL, AND SOME OF THE BARBARIANS FOR THEIR MARVELOUS POWERS OF INCANTATION, AND SOME FOR ONE QUALITY, AND OTHERS FOR ANOTHER; BUT NOT MANY HAVE BEEN ADMIRED AND ACQUIRED A REPUTATION FOR MANY THINGS AT THE SAME TIME; WHEREAS THIS MAN, IN ADDITION TO HIS OTHER MERITS, IS AN OBJECT OF ADMIRATION BOTH FOR HIS WISDOM, AND FOR HIS MIRACLES, AND FOR HIS POWERS OF GOVERNMENT. FOR HE PERSUADED SOME TO WITHDRAW THEMSELVES FROM THEIR LAWS, AND TO SECEDE TO HIM, NOT AS A TYRANT WOULD DO, NOR AS A ROBBER, WHO ARMS HIS FOLLOWERS AGAINST MEN; NOR AS A RICH MAN, WHO BESTOWS HELP UPON THOSE WHO COME TO HIM; NOR AS ONE OF THOSE WHO CONFESSEDLY ARE DESERVING OF CENSURE; BUT AS A TEACHER OF THE DOCTRINE REGARDING THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, AND OF THE WORSHIP WHICH BELONGS TO HIM, AND OF ALL MORAL PRECEPTS WHICH ARE ABLE TO SECURE THE FAVOUR OF THE SUPREME GOD TO HIM WHO ORDERS HIS LIFE IN CONFORMITY THEREWITH. NOW, TO THEMISTOCLES, OR TO ANY OTHER MAN OF DISTINCTION, NOTHING HAPPENED TO PROVE A HINDRANCE TO THEIR REPUTATION; WHEREAS TO THIS MAN, BESIDES WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY ENUMERATED, AND WHICH ARE ENOUGH TO COVER WITH DISHONOR THE SOUL OF A MAN EVEN OF THE MOST NOBLE NATURE, THERE WAS THAT APPARENTLY INFAMOUS DEATH OF CRUCIFIXION, WHICH WAS ENOUGH TO EFFACE HIS PREVIOUSLY ACQUIRED GLORY, AND TO LEAD THOSE WHO, AS THEY WHO DISAVOW HIS DOCTRINE ASSERT, WERE FORMERLY DELUDED BY HIM TO ABANDON THEIR DELUSION, AND TO PASS CONDEMNATION UPON THEIR DECEIVER. 
CHAP. XXXI. 
AND BESIDES THIS, ONE MAY WELL WONDER HOW IT HAPPENED THAT THE DISCIPLES--IF, AS THE CALUMNIATORS OF JESUS SAY, THEY DID NOT SEE HIM AFTER HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, AND WERE NOT PERSUADED OF HIS DIVINITY--WERE NOT AFRAID TO ENDURE THE SAME SUFFERINGS WITH THEIR MASTER, AND TO EXPOSE THEMSELVES TO DANGER, AND TO LEAVE THEIR NATIVE COUNTRY TO TEACH, ACCORDING TO THE DESIRE OF JESUS, THE DOCTRINE DELIVERED TO THEM BY HIM. FOR I THINK THAT NO ONE WHO CANDIDLY EXAMINES THE FACTS WOULD SAY THAT THESE MEN DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO A LIFE OF DANGER FOR THE SAKE OF THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS, WITHOUT PROFOUND BELIEF WHICH HE HAD WROUGHT IN THEIR MINDS OF ITS TRUTH, NOT ONLY TEACHING THEM TO CONFORM TO HIS PRECEPTS, BUT OTHERS ALSO, AND TO CONFORM, MOREOVER, WHEN MANIFEST DESTRUCTION TO LIFE IMPENDED OVER HIM WHO VENTURED TO INTRODUCE THESE NEW OPINIONS INTO ALL PLACES AND BEFORE ALL AUDIENCES, AND WHO COULD RETAIN AS HIS FRIEND NO HUMAN BEING WHO ADHERED TO THE FORMER OPINIONS AND USAGES. FOR DID NOT THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS SEE, WHEN THEY VENTURED TO PROVE NOT ONLY TO THE JEWS FROM THEIR PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES THAT THIS IS HE WHO WAS SPOKEN OF BY THE PROPHETS, BUT ALSO TO THE OTHER HEATHEN NATIONS, THAT HE WHO WAS CRUCIFIED YESTERDAY OR THE DAY BEFORE UNDERWENT THIS DEATH VOLUNTARILY ON BEHALF OF THE HUMAN RACE,--THAT THIS WAS ANALOGOUS TO THE CASE OF THOSE WHO HAVE DIED FOR THEIR COUNTRY IN ORDER TO REMOVE PESTILENCE, OR BARRENNESS, OR TEMPESTS? FOR IT IS PROBABLE THAT THERE IS IN THE NATURE OF THINGS, FOR CERTAIN MYSTERIOUS TEA-SONS WHICH ARE DIFFICULT TO BE UNDERSTOOD BY THE MULTITUDE, SUCH A VIRTUE THAT ONE JUST MAN, DYING A VOLUNTARY DEATH FOR THE COMMON GOOD, MIGHT BE THE MEANS OF REMOVING WICKED SPIRITS, WHICH ARE THE CAUSE OF PLAGUES, OR BARRENNESS, OR TEMPESTS, OR SIMILAR CALAMITIES. LET THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO WOULD DISBELIEVE THE STATEMENT THAT JESUS DIED ON THE CROSS ON BEHALF OF MEN, SAY WHETHER THEY ALSO REFUSE TO ACCEPT THE MANY ACCOUNTS CURRENT BOTH AMONG GREEKS AND BARBARIANS, OF PERSONS WHO HAVE LAID DOWN THEIR LIVES FOR THE PUBLIC ADVANTAGE, IN ORDER TO REMOVE THOSE EVILS WHICH HAD FALLEN UPON CITIES AND COUNTRIES? OR WILL THEY SAY THAT SUCH EVENTS ACTUALLY HAPPENED, BUT THAT NO CREDIT IS TO BE ATTACHED TO THAT ACCOUNT WHICH MAKES THIS SO-CALLED MAN TO HAVE DIED TO ENSURE THE DESTRUCTION OF A MIGHTY EVIL SPIRIT, THE RULER OF EVIL SPIRITS, WHO HAD HELD IN SUBJECTION THE SOULS OF ALL MEN UPON EARTH? AND THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS, SEEING THIS AND MUCH MORE (WHICH, IT IS PROBABLE, THEY LEARNED FROM JESUS IN PRIVATE), AND BEING FILLED, MOREOVER, WITH A DIVINE POWER (SINCE IT WAS NO MERE POETICAL VIRGIN THAT ENDOWED THEM WITH STRENGTH AND COURAGE, BUT THE TRUE WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING OF GOD), EXERTED ALL THEIR EFFORTS "TO BECOME DISTINGUISHED AMONG ALL MEN," NOT ONLY AMONG THE ARGIVES, BUT AMONG ALL THE GREEKS AND BARBARIANS ALIKE, AND "SO BEAR AWAY FOR THEMSELVES A GLORIOUS RENOWN." 
CHAP. XXXII. 
BUT LET US NOW RETURN TO WHERE THE JEW IS INTRODUCED, SPEAKING OF THE MOTHER OF JESUS, AND SAYING THAT "WHEN SHE WAS PREGNANT SHE WAS TURNED OUT OF DOORS BY THE CARPENTER TO WHOM SHE HAD BEEN BETROTHED, AS HAVING BEEN GUILTY OF ADULTERY, AND THAT SHE BORE A CHILD TO A CERTAIN SOLDIER NAMED PANTHERA;" AND LET US SEE WHETHER THOSE WHO HAVE BLINDLY CONCOCTED THESE FABLES ABOUT THE ADULTERY OF THE VIRGIN WITH PANTHERA, AND HER REJECTION BY THE CARPENTER, DID NOT INVENT THESE STORIES TO OVERTURN HIS MIRACULOUS CONCEPTION BY THE HOLY GHOST: FOR THEY COULD HAVE FALSIFIED THE HISTORY IN A DIFFERENT MANNER, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS EXTREMELY MIRACULOUS CHARACTER, AND NOT HAVE ADMITTED, AS IT WERE AGAINST THEIR WILL, THAT JESUS WAS BORN OF NO ORDINARY HUMAN MARRIAGE. IT WAS TO BE EXPECTED, INDEED, THAT THOSE WHO WOULD NOT BELIEVE THE MIRACULOUS BIRTH OF JESUS WOULD INVENT SOME FALSEHOOD. AND THEY’RE NOT DOING THIS IN A CREDIBLE MANNER, BUT (THEIR) PRESERVING THE FACT THAT IT WAS NOT BY JOSEPH THAT THE VIRGIN CONCEIVED JESUS, RENDERED THE FALSEHOOD VERY PALPABLE TO THOSE WHO CAN UNDERSTAND AND DETECT SUCH INVENTIONS. IS IT AT ALL AGREEABLE TO REASON, THAT HE WHO DARED TO DO SO MUCH FOR THE HUMAN RACE, IN ORDER THAT, AS FAR AS IN HIM LAY, ALL THE GREEKS AND BARBARIANS, WHO WERE LOOKING FOR DIVINE CONDEMNATION, MIGHT DEPART FROM EVIL, AND REGULATE THEIR ENTIRE CONDUCT IN A MANNER PLEASING TO THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD, SHOULD NOT HAVE HAD A MIRACULOUS BIRTH, BUT ONE THE VILEST AND MOST DISGRACEFUL OF ALL? AND I WILL ASK OF THEM AS GREEKS, AND PARTICULARLY OF CELSUS, WHO EITHER HOLDS OR NOT THE SENTIMENTS OF PLATO, AND AT ANY RATE QUOTES THEM, WHETHER HE WHO SENDS SOULS DOWN INTO THE BODIES OF MEN, DEGRADED HIM WHO WAS TO DARE SUCH MIGHTY ACTS, AND TO TEACH SO MANY MEN, AND TO REFORM SO MANY FROM THE MASS OF WICKEDNESS IN THE WORLD, TO A BIRTH MORE DISGRACEFUL THAN ANY OTHER, AND DID NOT RATHER INTRODUCE HIM INTO THE WORLD THROUGH A LAWFUL MARRIAGE? OR IS IT NOT MORE IN CONFORMITY WITH REASON, THAT EVERY SOUL, FOR CERTAIN MYSTERIOUS REASONS (I SPEAK NOW ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF PYTHAGORAS, AND PLATO, AND EMPEDOCLES, WHOM CELSUS FREQUENTLY NAMES), IS INTRODUCED INTO A BODY, AND INTRODUCED ACCORDING TO ITS DESERTS AND FORMER ACTIONS? IT IS PROBABLE, THEREFORE, THAT THIS SOUL ALSO, WHICH CONFERRED MORE BENEFIT BY ITS RESIDENCE IN THE FLESH THAN THAT OF MANY MEN (TO AVOID PREJUDICE, I DO NOT SAY "ALL"), STOOD IN NEED OF A BODY NOT ONLY SUPERIOR TO OTHERS, BUT INVESTED WITH ALL EXCELLENT QUALITIES. 
CHAP. XXXIII. 
NOW IF A PARTICULAR SOUL, FOR CERTAIN MYSTERIOUS REASONS, IS NOT DESERVING OF BEING PLACED IN THE BODY OF A WHOLLY IRRATIONAL BEING, NOR YET IN THAT OF ONE PURELY RATIONAL, BUT IS CLOTHED WITH A MONSTROUS BODY, SO THAT REASON CANNOT DISCHARGE ITS FUNCTIONS IN ONE SO FASHIONED, WHICH HAS THE HEAD DISPROPORTIONED TO THE OTHER PARTS, AND ALTOGETHER TOO SHORT; AND ANOTHER RECEIVES SUCH A BODY THAT THE SOUL IS A LITTLE MORE RATIONAL THAN THE OTHER; AND ANOTHER STILL MORE SO, THE NATURE OF THE BODY COUNTERACTING TO A GREATER OR LESS DEGREE THE RECEPTION OF THE REASONING PRINCIPLE; WHY SHOULD THERE NOT BE ALSO SOME SOUL WHICH RECEIVES AN ALTOGETHER MIRACULOUS BODY, POSSESSING SOME QUALITIES COMMON TO THOSE OF OTHER MEN, SO THAT IT MAY BE ABLE TO PASS THROUGH LIFE WITH THEM, BUT POSSESSING ALSO SOME QUALITY OF SUPERIORITY, SO THAT THE SOUL MAY BE ABLE TO REMAIN UNTAINTED BY SIN? AND IF THERE BE ANY TRUTH IN THE DOCTRINE OF THE PHYSIOGNOMISTS, WHETHER ZOPYRUS, OR LOXUS, OR POLEMON, OR ANY OTHER WHO WROTE ON SUCH A SUBJECT, AND WHO PROFESS TO KNOW IN SOME WONDERFUL WAY THAT ALL BODIES ARE ADAPTED TO THE HABITS OF THE SOULS, MUST THERE HAVE BEEN FOR THAT SOUL WHICH WAS TO DWELL WITH MIRACULOUS POWER AMONG MEN, AND WORK MIGHTY DEEDS, A BODY PRODUCED, AS CELSUS THINKS, BY AN ACT OF ADULTERY BETWEEN PANTHERA AND THE VIRGIN?! WHY, FROM SUCH UNHALLOWED INTERCOURSE THERE MUST RATHER HAVE BEEN BROUGHT FORTH SOME FOOL TO DO INJURY TO MANKIND, A TEACHER OF LICENTIOUSNESS AND WICKEDNESS, AND OTHER EVILS; AND NOT OF TEMPERANCE, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THE OTHER VIRTUES! 
CHAP. XXXIV. 
BUT IT WAS, AS THE PROPHETS ALSO PREDICTED, FROM A VIRGIN THAT THERE WAS TO BE BORN, ACCORDING TO THE PROMISED SIGN, ONE WHO WAS TO GIVE HIS NAME TO THE FACT, SHOWING THAT AT HIS BIRTH GOD WAS TO BE WITH MAN. NOW IT SEEMS TO ME APPROPRIATE TO THE CHARACTER OF A JEW TO HAVE QUOTED THE PROPHECY OF ISAIAH, WHICH SAYS THAT IMMANUEL WAS TO BE BORN OF A VIRGIN. THIS, HOWEVER, CELSUS, WHO PROFESSES TO KNOW EVERYTHING, HAS NOT DONE, EITHER FROM IGNORANCE OR FROM AN UNWILLINGNESS (IF HE HAD READ IT AND VOLUNTARILY PASSED IT BY IN SILENCE) TO FURNISH AN ARGUMENT WHICH MIGHT DEFEAT HIS PURPOSE. AND THE PREDICTION RUNS THUS: "AND THE LORD SPAKE AGAIN UNTO AHAZ, SAYING, ASK THEE A SIGN OF THE LORD THY GOD; ASK IT EITHER IN THE DEPTH OR IN THE HEIGHT ABOVE BUT AHAZ SAID, I WILL NOT ASK, NEITHER WILL I TEMPT THE LORD. AND HE SAID, HEAR YE NOW, O HOUSE OF DAVID; IS IT A SMALL THING FOR YOU TO WEARY MEN, BUT WILL YE WEARY MY GOD ALSO? THEREFORE, THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL GIVE YOU A SIGN. BEHOLD, A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE, AND BEAR A SON, AND SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL, WHICH IS, BEING INTERPRETED, GOD WITH US." AND THAT IT WAS FROM INTENTIONAL MALICE THAT CELSUS DID NOT QUOTE THIS PROPHECY, IS CLEAR TO ME FROM THIS, THAT ALTHOUGH HE MAKES NUMEROUS QUOTATIONS FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, AS OF THE STAR THAT APPEARED AT THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, AND OTHER MIRACULOUS OCCURRENCES, HE HAS MADE NO MENTION AT ALL OF THIS. NOW, IF A JEW SHOULD SPLIT WORDS, AND SAY THAT THE WORDS ARE NOT, "LO, A VIRGIN," BUT, "LO, A YOUNG WOMAN," WE REPLY THAT THE WORD "OLMAH"--WHICH THE SEPTUAGINT HAVE RENDERED BY "A VIRGIN," AND OTHERS BY "A YOUNG WOMAN"--OCCURS, AS THEY SAY, IN DEUTERONOMY, AS APPLIED TO A "VIRGIN," IN THE FOLLOWING CONNECTION: "IF A DAMSEL THAT IS A VIRGIN BE BETROTHED UNTO AN HUSBAND, AND A MAN FIND HER IN THE CITY, AND LIE WITH HER; THEN YE SHALL BRING THEM BOTH OUT UNTO THE GATE OF THAT CITY, AND YE SHALL STONE THEM WITH STONES THAT THEY DIE; THE DAMSEL, BECAUSE SHE CRIED NOT, BEING IN THE CITY; AND THE MAN, BECAUSE HE HUMBLED HIS NEIGHBOR'S WIFE." AND AGAIN: "BUT IF A MAN FINDS A BETROTHED DAMSEL IN A FIELD, AND THE MAN FORCE HER, AND LIE WITH HER: THEN THE MAN ONLY THAT LAY WITH HER SHALL DIE: BUT UNTO THE DAMSEL YE SHALL DO NOTHING; THERE IS IN HER NO SIN WORTHY OF DEATH." 
CHAP. XXXV. 
BUT THAT WE MAY NOT SEEM, BECAUSE OF A HEBREW WORD, TO ENDEAVOUR TO PERSUADE THOSE WHO ARE UNABLE TO DETERMINE WHETHER THEY OUGHT TO BELIEVE IT OR NOT, THAT THE PROPHET SPOKE OF THIS MAN BEING BORN OF A VIRGIN, BECAUSE AT HIS BIRTH THESE WORDS, "GOD WITH US," WERE UTTERED, LET US MAKE GOOD OUR POINT FROM THE WORDS THEMSELVES. THE LORD IS RELATED TO HAVE SPOKEN TO AHAZ THUS: "ASK A SIGN FOR THYSELF FROM THE LORD THY GOD, EITHER IN THE DEPTH OR HEIGHT ABOVE; " AND AFTERWARDS THE SIGN IS GIVEN, BEHOLD, A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE, AND BEAR A SON." WHAT KIND OF SIGN, THEN, WOULD THAT HAVE BEEN--A YOUNG WOMAN WHO WAS NOT A VIRGIN GIVING BIRTH TO A CHILD? AND WHICH OF THE TWO IS THE MORE APPROPRIATE AS THE MOTHER OF IMMANUEL (I.E., "GOD WITH US"), WHETHER A WOMAN WHO HAS HAD INTERCOURSE WITH A MAN, AND WHO HAS CONCEIVED AFTER THE MANNER OF WOMEN, OR ONE WHO IS STILL A PURE AND HOLY VIRGIN? SURELY IT IS APPROPRIATE ONLY TO THE LATTER TO PRODUCE A BEING AT WHOSE BIRTH IT IS SAID, "GOD WITH US." AND SHOULD HE BE SO CAPTIOUS L AS TO SAY THAT IT IS TO AHAZ THAT THE COMMAND IS ADDRESSED, "ASK FOR THYSELF A SIGN FROM THE LORD THY GOD," WE SHALL ASK IN RETURN, WHO IN THE TIMES OF AHAZ BORE A SON AT WHOSE BIRTH THE EXPRESSION IS MADE USE OF, "IMMANUEL," I.E., "GOD WITH US?" AND IF NO ONE CAN BE FOUND. THEN MANIFESTLY WHAT WAS SAID TO AHAZ WAS SAID TO THE HOUSE OF DAVID, BECAUSE IT IS WRITTEN THAT THE SAVIOUR WAS BORN OF THE HOUSE OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH; AND THIS SIGN IS SAID TO BE "IN THE DEPTH OR IN THE HEIGHT," SINCE "HE THAT DESCENDED IS THE SAME ALSO THAT ASCENDED UP FAR ABOVE ALL HEAVENS, THAT HE MIGHT FILL ALL THINGS." AND THESE ARGUMENTS I EMPLOY AS AGAINST A JEW WHO BELIEVES IN PROPHECY. LET CELSUS NOW TELL ME, OR ANY OF THOSE WHO THINK WITH HIM, WITH WHAT MEANING THE PROPHET UTTERS EITHER THESE STATEMENTS ABOUT THE FUTURE, OR THE OTHERS WHICH ARE CONTAINED IN THE PROPHECIES? IS IT WITH ANY FORESIGHT OF THE FUTURE OR NOT? IF WITH A FORESIGHT OF THE FUTURE, THEN THE PROPHETS WERE DIVINELY INSPIRED; IF WITH NO FORESIGHT OF THE FUTURE, LET HIM EXPLAIN THE MEANING OF ONE WHO SPEAKS THUS BOLDLY REGARDING THE FUTURE, AND WHO IS AN OBJECT OF ADMIRATION AMONG THE JEWS BECAUSE OF HIS PROPHETIC POWERS. 
CHAP. XXXVI. 
AND NOW, SINCE WE HAVE TOUCHED UPON THE SUBJECT OF THE PROPHETS, WHAT WE ARE ABOUT TO ADVANCE WILL BE USEFUL NOT ONLY TO THE JEWS, WHO BELIEVE THAT THEY SPOKE BY DIVINE INSPIRATION, BUT ALSO TO THE MORE CANDID AMONG THE GREEKS. TO THESE WE SAY THAT WE MUST NECESSARILY ADMIT THAT THE JEWS HAD PROPHETS, IF THEY WERE TO BE KEPT TOGETHER UNDER THAT SYSTEM OF LAW WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN THEM, AND WERE TO BELIEVE IN THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD, AS THEY HAD LEARNED, AND TO BE WITHOUT PRETEXTS, SO FAR AS THE LAW WAS CONCERNED, FOR APOSTATIZING TO THE POLYTHEISM OF THE HEATHEN AND WE ESTABLISH THIS NECESSITY IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER. "FOR THE NATIONS," AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE LAW OF THE JEWS ITSELF, "SHALL HEARKEN UNTO OBSERVERS OF TIMES, AND DIVINERS; " BUT TO THAT PEOPLE IT IS SAID: "BUT AS FOR THEE, THE LORD THY GOD HATH NOT SUFFERED THEE SO TO DO." AND TO THIS IS SUBJOINED THE PROMISE: "A PROPHET SHALL THE LORD THY GOD RAISE UP UNTO THEE FROM AMONG THY BRETHREN." SINCE, THEREFORE, THE HEATHEN EMPLOY MODES OF DIVINATION EITHER BY ORACLES OR BY OMENS, OR BY BIRDS, OR BY VENTRILOQUISTS, OR BY THOSE WHO PROFESS THE ART OF SACRIFICE, OR BY CHALDEAN GENEALOGISTS--ALL WHICH PRACTICES WERE FORBIDDEN TO THE JEWS--THIS PEOPLE, IF THEY HAD NO MEANS OF ATTAINING A KNOWLEDGE OF FUTURITY, BEING LED BY THE PASSION COMMON TO HUMANITY OF ASCERTAINING THE FUTURE WOULD HAVE DESPISED THEIR OWN PROPHETS, AS NOT HAVING IN THEM ANY PARTICLE OF DIVINITY; AND WOULD NOT HAVE ACCEPTED ANY PROPHET AFTER MOSES, NOR COMMITTED THEIR WORDS TO WRITING, BUT WOULD HAVE SPONTANEOUSLY BETAKEN THEMSELVES TO THE DIVINING USAGES OF THE HEATHEN, OR ATTEMPTED TO ESTABLISH SOME SUCH PRACTICES AMONGST THEMSELVES. THERE IS THEREFORE NO ABSURDITY IN THEIR PROPHETS HAVING UTTERED PREDICTIONS EVEN ABOUT EVENTS OF NO IMPORTANCE, TO SOOTHE THOSE WHO DESIRE SUCH THINGS, AS WHEN SAMUEL PROPHESIES REGARDING THREE SHE-ASSES WHICH WERE LOST, OR WHEN MENTION IS MADE IN THE THIRD BOOK OF KINGS RESPECTING THE SICKNESS OF A KING'S SON. AND WHY SHOULD NOT THOSE WHO DESIRED TO OBTAIN AUGURIES FROM IDOLS BE SEVERELY REBUKED BY THE ADMINISTRATORS OF THE LAW AMONG THE JEWS? AS ELIJAH IS FOUND REBUKING AHAZIAH, AND SAYING, "IS IT BECAUSE THERE IS NOT A GOD IN ISRAEL THAT YE GO TO INQUIRE OF BAALZEBUB, GOD OF EKRON?" 
CHAP. XXXVII. 
I THINK, THEN, THAT IT HAS BEEN PRETTY WELL ESTABLISHED NOT ONLY THAT OUR SAVIOUR WAS TO BE BORN OF A VIRGIN, BUT ALSO THAT THERE WERE PROPHETS AMONG THE JEWS WHO UTTERED NOT MERELY GENERAL PREDICTIONS ABOUT THE FUTURE,--AS, E.G., REGARDING CHRIST AND THE KINGDOMS OF THE WORLD, AND THE EVENTS THAT WERE TO HAPPEN TO ISRAEL, AND THOSE NATIONS WHICH WERE TO BELIEVE ON THE SAVIOUR, AND MANY OTHER THINGS CONCERNING HIM,--BUT ALSO PROPHECIES RESPECTING PARTICULAR EVENTS; AS, FOR INSTANCE, HOW THE ASSES OF KISH, WHICH WERE LOST, WERE TO BE DISCOVERED, AND REGARDING THE SICKNESS WHICH HAD FALLEN UPON THE SON OF THE KING OF ISRAEL, AND ANY OTHER RECORDED CIRCUMSTANCE OF A SIMILAR KIND. BUT AS A FURTHER ANSWER TO THE GREEKS, WHO DO NOT BELIEVE IN THE BIRTH OF JESUS FROM A VIRGIN, WE HAVE TO SAY THAT THE CREATOR HAS SHOWN, BY THE GENERATION OF SEVERAL KINDS OF ANIMALS, THAT WHAT HE HAS DONE IN THE INSTANCE OF ONE ANIMAL, HE COULD DO, IF IT PLEASED HIM, IN THAT OF OTHERS, AND ALSO OF MAN HIMSELF. FOR IT IS ASCERTAINED THAT THERE IS A CERTAIN FEMALE ANIMAL WHICH HAS NO INTERCOURSE WITH THE MALE (AS WRITERS ON ANIMALS SAY IS THE CASE WITH VULTURES), AND THAT THIS ANIMAL, WITHOUT SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, PRESERVES THE SUCCESSION OF RACE. WHAT INCREDIBILITY, THEREFORE, IS THERE IN SUPPOSING THAT, IF GOD WISHED TO SEND A DIVINE TEACHER TO THE HUMAN RACE, HE CAUSED HIM TO BE BORN IN SOME MANNER DIFFERENT FROM THE COMMON! NAY, ACCORDING TO THE GREEKS THEMSELVES, ALL MEN WERE NOT BORN OF A MAN AND WOMAN. FOR IF THE WORLD HAS BEEN CREATED, AS MANY EVEN OF THE GREEKS ARE PLEASED TO ADMIT, THEN THE FIRST MEN MUST HAVE BEEN PRODUCED NOT FROM SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, BUT FROM THE EARTH, IN WHICH SPERMATIC ELEMENTS EXISTED; WHICH, HOWEVER, I CONSIDER MORE INCREDIBLE THAN THAT JESUS WAS BORN LIKE OTHER MEN, SO FAR AS REGARDS THE HALF OF HIS BIRTH. AND THERE IS NO ABSURDITY IN EMPLOYING GRECIAN HISTORIES TO ANSWER GREEKS, WITH THE VIEW OF SHOWING THAT WE ARE NOT THE ONLY PERSONS WHO HAVE RECOURSE TO MIRACULOUS NARRATIVES OF THIS KIND. FOR SOME HAVE THOUGHT FIT, NOT IN REGARD TO ANCIENT AND HEROIC NARRATIVES, BUT IN REGARD TO EVENTS OF VERY RECENT OCCURRENCE, TO RELATE AS A POSSIBLE THING THAT PLATO WAS THE SON OF AMPHICTIONE, ARISTON BEING PREVENTED FROM HAVING MARITAL INTERCOURSE WITH HIS WIFE UNTIL SHE HAD GIVEN BIRTH TO HIM WITH WHOM SHE WAS PREGNANT BY APOLLO. AND YET THESE ARE VERITABLE FABLES, WHICH HAVE LED TO THE INVENTION OF SUCH STORIES CONCERNING A MAN WHOM THEY REGARDED AS POSSESSING GREATER WISDOM AND POWER THAN THE MULTITUDE, AND AS HAVING RECEIVED THE BEGINNING OF HIS CORPOREAL SUBSTANCE FROM BETTER AND DIVINER ELEMENTS THAN OTHERS, BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT THAT THIS WAS APPROPRIATE TO PERSONS WHO WERE TOO GREAT TO BE HUMAN BEINGS. AND SINCE CELSUS HAS INTRODUCED THE JEW DISPUTING WITH JESUS, AND TEARING IN PIECES, AS HE IMAGINES, THE FICTION OF HIS BIRTH FROM A VIRGIN, COMPARING THE GREEK FABLES ABOUT DANAE, AND MELANIPPE, AND AUGE, AND ANTIOPE, OUR ANSWER IS, THAT SUCH LANGUAGE BECOMES A BUFFOON, LAND NOT ONE WHO IS WRITING IN A SERIOUS TONE. 
CHAP. XXXVIII. 
BUT, MOREOVER, TAKING THE HISTORY, CONTAINED IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, OF OUR LORD'S DESCENT INTO EGYPT, HE REFUSES TO BELIEVE THE MIRACULOUS CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING IT, VIZ., EITHER THAT THE ANGEL GAVE THE DIVINE INTIMATION, OR THAT OUR LORD'S QUITTING JUDEA AND RESIDING IN EGYPT WAS AN EVENT OF ANY SIGNIFICANCE; BUT HE INVENTS SOMETHING ALTOGETHER DIFFERENT, ADMITTING SOMEHOW THE MIRACULOUS WORKS DONE BY JESUS, BY MEANS OF WHICH HE INDUCED THE MULTITUDE TO FOLLOW HIM AS THE CHRIST. AND YET HE DESIRES TO THROW DISCREDIT ON THEM, AS BEING DONE BY HELP OF MAGIC AND NOT BY DIVINE POWER; FOR HE ASSERTS "THAT HE (JESUS), HAVING BEEN BROUGHT UP AS AN ILLEGITIMATE CHILD, AND HAVING SERVED FOR HIRE IN EGYPT, AND THEN COMING TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF CERTAIN MIRACULOUS POWERS, RETURNED FROM THENCE TO HIS OWN COUNTRY, AND BY MEANS OF THOSE POWERS PROCLAIMED HIMSELF A GOD." NOW I DO NOT UNDERSTAND HOW A MAGICIAN SHOULD EXERT HIMSELF TO TEACH A DOCTRINE WHICH PERSUADES US ALWAYS TO ACT AS IF GOD WERE TO JUDGE EVERY MAN FOR HIS DEEDS; AND SHOULD HAVE TRAINED HIS DISCIPLES, WHOM HE WAS TO EMPLOY AS THE MINISTERS OF HIS DOCTRINE, IN THE SAME BELIEF. FOR DID THE LATTER MAKE AN IMPRESSION UPON THEIR HEARERS, AFTER THEY HAD BEEN SO TAUGHT TO WORK MIRACLES; OR WAS IT WITHOUT THE AID OF THESE? THE ASSERTION, THEREFORE, THAT THEY DID NO MIRACLES AT ALL, BUT THAT, AFTER YIELDING THEIR BELIEF TO ARGUMENTS WHICH WERE NOT AT ALL CONVINCING, LIKE THE WISDOM OF GRECIAN DIALECTICS, THEY GAVE THEMSELVES UP TO THE TASK OF TEACHING THE NEW DOCTRINE TO THOSE PERSONS AMONG WHOM THEY HAPPENED TO TAKE UP THEIR ABODE, IS ALTOGETHER ABSURD. FOR IN WHAT DID THEY PLACE THEIR CONFIDENCE WHEN THEY TAUGHT THE DOCTRINE AND DISSEMINATED THE NEW OPINIONS? BUT IF THEY INDEED WROUGHT MIRACLES, THEN HOW CAN IT BE BELIEVED THAT MAGICIANS EXPOSED THEMSELVES TO SUCH HAZARDS TO INTRODUCE A DOCTRINE WHICH FORBADE THE PRACTICE OF [FORBIDDEN] MAGIC? 
CHAP. XXXIX. 
I DO NOT THINK IT NECESSARY TO GRAPPLE WITH AN ARGUMENT ADVANCED NOT IN A SERIOUS BUT IN A SCOFFING SPIRIT, SUCH AS THE FOLLOWING: "IF THE MOTHER OF JESUS WAS BEAUTIFUL, THEN THE GOD WHOSE NATURE IS NOT TO LOVE A CORRUPTIBLE BODY, HAD INTERCOURSE WITH HER BECAUSE SHE WAS BEAUTIFUL;" OR, "IT WAS IMPROBABLE THAT THE GOD WOULD ENTERTAIN A PASSION FOR HER, BECAUSE SHE WAS NEITHER RICH NOR OF ROYAL RANK, SEEING NO ONE, EVEN OF HER NEIGHBOURS, KNEW HER." AND IT IS IN THE SAME SCOFFING SPIRIT THAT HE ADDS: "WHEN HATED BY HER HUSBAND, AND TURNED OUT OF DOORS, SHE WAS NOT SAVED BY DIVINE POWER, NOR WAS HER STORY BELIEVED. SUCH THINGS, HE SAYS, HAVE NO CONNECTION WITH THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." IN WHAT RESPECT DOES SUCH LANGUAGE DIFFER FROM THAT OF THOSE WHO POUR ABUSE ON OTHERS ON THE PUBLIC STREETS, AND WHOSE WORDS ARE UNWORTHY OF ANY SERIOUS ATTENTION? 
CHAP. XL. 
AFTER THESE ASSERTIONS, HE TAKES FROM THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, AND PERHAPS ALSO FROM THE OTHER GOSPELS, THE ACCOUNT OF THE DOVE ALIGHTING UPON OUR SAVIOUR AT HIS BAPTISM BY JOHN, AND DESIRES TO THROW DISCREDIT UPON THE STATEMENT, ALLEGING THAT THE NARRATIVE IS A FICTION. HAVING COMPLETELY DISPOSED, AS HE IMAGINED, OF THE STORY OF OUR LORD'S BIRTH FROM A VIRGIN, HE DOES NOT PROCEED TO DEAL IN AN ORDERLY MANNER WITH THE ACCOUNTS THAT FOLLOW IT; SINCE PASSION AND HATRED OBSERVE NO ORDER, BUT ANGRY AND VINDICTIVE MEN SLANDER THOSE WHOM THEY HATE, AS THE FEELING COMES UPON THEM, BEING PREVENTED BY THEIR PASSION FROM ARRANGING THEIR ACCUSATIONS ON A CAREFUL AND ORDERLY PLAN. FOR IF HE HAD OBSERVED A PROPER ARRANGEMENT, HE WOULD HAVE TAKEN UP THE GOSPEL, AND, WITH THE VIEW OF ASSAILING IT, WOULD. HAVE OBJECTED TO THE FIRST NARRATIVE, THEN PASSED ON TO THE SECOND, AND SO ON TO THE OTHERS. BUT NOW, AFTER THE BIRTH FROM A VIRGIN, THIS CELSUS, WHO PROFESSES TO BE ACQUAINTED WITH ALL OUR HISTORY, ATTACKS THE ACCOUNT OF THE APPEARANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE FORM OF A DOVE AT THE BAPTISM. HE THEN, AFTER THAT, TRIES TO THROW DISCREDIT UPON THE PREDICTION THAT OUR LORD WAS TO COME INTO THE WORLD. IN THE NEXT PLACE, HE RUNS AWAY TO WHAT IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWS THE NARRATIVE OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS--THE ACCOUNT OF THE STAR, AND OF THE WISE MEN WHO CAME FROM THE EAST TO WORSHIP THE CHILD. AND YOU YOURSELF MAY FIND, IF YOU TAKE THE TROUBLE, MANY CONFUSED STATEMENTS MADE BY CELSUS THROUGHOUT HIS WHOLE BOOK; SO THAT EVEN IN THIS ACCOUNT HE MAY, BY THOSE WHO KNOW HOW TO OBSERVE AND REQUIRE AN ORDERLY METHOD OF ARRANGEMENT, BE CONVICTED OF GREAT RASHNESS AND BOASTING, IN HAVING INSCRIBED UPON HIS WORK THE TITLE OF A TRUE DISCOURSE,--A THING WHICH IS NEVER DONE BY A LEARNED PHILOSOPHER. FOR PLATO SAYS, THAT IT IS NOT AN INDICATION OF AN INTELLIGENT MAN TO MAKE STRONG ASSERTIONS RESPECTING THOSE MATTERS WHICH ARE SOMEWHAT UNCERTAIN; AND THE CELEBRATED CHRYSIPPUS EVEN, WHO FREQUENTLY STATES THE REASONS BY WHICH HE IS DECIDED, REFERS US TO THOSE WHOM WE SHALL FIND TO BE ABLER SPEAKERS THAN HIMSELF. THIS MAN, HOWEVER, WHO IS WISER THAN THOSE ALREADY NAMED, AND THAN ALL THE OTHER GREEKS, AGREEABLY TO HIS ASSERTION OF BEING ACQUAINTED WITH EVERYTHING, INSCRIBED UPON HIS BOOK THE WORDS, A TRUE DISCOURSE! 
CHAP. XLI. 
BUT THAT WE MAY NOT HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF INTENTIONALLY PASSING BY HIS CHARGES THROUGH INABILITY TO REFUTE THEM, WE HAVE RESOLVED TO ANSWER EACH ONE OF THEM SEPARATELY ACCORDING TO OUR ABILITY, ATTENDING NOT TO THE CONNECTION AND SEQUENCE OF THE NATURE OF THE THINGS THEMSELVES, BUT TO THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE SUBJECTS AS THEY OCCUR IN THIS BOOK. LET US THEREFORE NOTICE WHAT HE HAS TO SAY BY WAY OF IMPUGNING THE BODILY APPEARANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO OUR SAVIOUR IN THE FORM OF A DOVE. AND IT IS A JEW WHO ADDRESSES THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE TO HIM WHOM WE ACKNOWLEDGE TO BE OUR LORD JESUS: "WHEN YOU WERE BATHING," SAYS THE JEW, "BESIDE JOHN, YOU SAY THAT WHAT HAD THE APPEARANCE OF A BIRD FROM THE AIR ALIGHTED UPON YOU." AND THEN THIS SAME JEW OF HIS, CONTINUING HIS INTERROGATIONS, ASKS, "WHAT CREDIBLE WITNESS BEHELD THIS APPEARANCE? OR WHO HEARD A VOICE FROM HEAVEN DECLARING YOU TO BE THE SON OF GOD? WHAT PROOF IS THERE OF IT, SAVE YOUR OWN ASSERTION, AND THE STATEMENT OF ANOTHER OF THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE BEEN PUNISHED ALONG WITH YOU?" 
CHAP. XLII. 
BEFORE WE BEGIN OUR REPLY, WE HAVE TO REMARK THAT THE ENDEAVOUR TO SHOW, WITH REGARD TO ALMOST ANY HISTORY, HOWEVER TRUE, THAT IT ACTUALLY OCCURRED, AND TO PRODUCE AN INTELLIGENT CONCEPTION REGARDING IT, IS ONE OF THE MOST DIFFICULT UNDERTAKINGS THAT CAN BE ATTEMPTED, AND IS IN SOME INSTANCES AN IMPOSSIBILITY. FOR SUPPOSE THAT SOME ONE WERE TO ASSERT THAT THERE NEVER HAD BEEN ANY TROJAN WAR, CHIEFLY ON ACCOUNT OF THE IMPOSSIBLE NARRATIVE INTERWOVEN THEREWITH, ABOUT A CERTAIN ACHILLES BEING THE SON OF A SEA-GODDESS THETIS AND OF A MAN PELEUS, OR SARPEDON BEING THE SON OF ZEUS, OR ASCALAPHUS AND IALMENUS THE SONS OF ARES, OR AENEAS THAT OF APHRODITE, HOW SHOULD WE PROVE THAT SUCH WAS THE CASE, ESPECIALLY UNDER THE WEIGHT OF THE FICTION ATTACHED, I KNOW NOT HOW, TO THE UNIVERSALLY PREVALENT OPINION THAT THERE WAS REALLY A WAR IN ILIUM BETWEEN GREEKS AND TROJANS? AND SUPPOSE, ALSO, THAT SOME ONE DISBELIEVED THE STORY OF OEDIPUS AND JOCASTA, AND OF THEIR TWO SONS ETEOCLES AND POLYNICES, BECAUSE THE SPHINX, A KIND OF HALF-VIRGIN, WAS INTRODUCED INTO THE NARRATIVE, HOW SHOULD WE DEMONSTRATE THE REALITY OF SUCH A THING? AND IN LIKE MANNER ALSO WITH THE HISTORY OF THE EPIGONI, ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO SUCH MARVELOUS EVENT INTERWOVEN WITH IT, OR WITH THE RETURN OF THE HERACLEIDAE, OR COUNTLESS OTHER HISTORICAL EVENTS. BUT HE WHO DEALS CANDIDLY WITH HISTORIES, AND WOULD WISH TO KEEP HIMSELF ALSO FROM BEING IMPOSED UPON BY THEM, WILL EXERCISE HIS JUDGMENT AS TO WHAT STATEMENTS HE WILL GIVE HIS ASSENT TO, AND WHAT HE WILL ACCEPT FIGURATIVELY, SEEKING TO DISCOVER THE MEANING OF THE AUTHORS OF SUCH INVENTIONS, AND FROM WHAT STATEMENTS HE WILL WITHHOLD HIS BELIEF, AS HAVING BEEN WRITTEN FOR THE GRATIFICATION OF CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS. AND WE HAVE SAID THIS BY WAY OF ANTICIPATION RESPECTING THE WHOLE HISTORY RELATED IN THE GOSPELS CONCERNING JESUS, NOT AS INVITING MEN OF ACUTENESS TO A SIMPLE AND UNREASONING FAITH, BUT WISHING TO SHOW THAT THERE IS NEED OF CANDOR IN THOSE WHO ARE TO READ, AND OF MUCH INVESTIGATION, AND, SO TO SPEAK, OF INSIGHT INTO THE MEANING OF THE WRITERS, THAT THE OBJECT WITH WHICH EACH EVENT HAS BEEN RECORDED MAY BE DISCOVERED. 
CHAP. XLIII. 
WE SHALL THEREFORE SAY, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THAT IF HE WHO DISBELIEVES THE APPEARANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE FORM OF A DOVE HAD BEEN DESCRIBED AS AN EPICUREAN, OR A FOLLOWER OF DEMOCRITUS, OR A PERIPATETIC, THE STATEMENT WOULD HAVE BEEN IN KEEPING WITH THE CHARACTER OF SUCH AN OBJECTOR. BUT NOW EVEN THIS CELSUS, WISEST OF ALL MEN, DID NOT PERCEIVE THAT IT IS TO A JEW, WHO BELIEVES MORE INCREDIBLE THINGS CONTAINED IN THE WRITINGS OF THE PROPHETS THAN THE NARRATIVE OF THE APPEARANCE OF THE DOVE, THAT HE ATTRIBUTES SUCH AN OBJECTION! FOR ONE MIGHT SAY TO THE JEW, WHEN EXPRESSING HIS DISBELIEF OF THE APPEARANCE, AND THINKING TO ASSAIL IT AS A FICTION, "HOW ARE YOU ABLE TO PROVE, SIR, THAT THE LORD SPOKE TO ADAM, OR TO EVE, OR TO CAIN, OR TO NOAH, OR TO ABRAHAM, OR TO ISAAC, OR TO JACOB, THOSE WORDS WHICH HE IS RECORDED TO HAVE SPOKEN TO THESE MEN?" AND, TO COMPARE HISTORY WITH HISTORY, I WOULD SAY TO THE JEW, "EVEN YOUR OWN EZEKIEL WRITES, SAYING,' THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED, AND I SAW A VISION OF GOD." AFTER RELATING WHICH, HE ADDS, ' THIS WAS THE APPEARANCE OF THE LIKENESS OF THE GLORY OF THE LORD; AND HE SAID TO ME,'" ETC. NOW, IF WHAT IS RELATED OF JESUS BE FALSE, SINCE WE CANNOT, AS YOU SUPPOSE, CLEARLY PROVE IT TO BE TRUE, IT BEING SEEN OR HEARD BY HIMSELF ALONE, AND, AS YOU APPEAR TO HAVE OBSERVED, ALSO BY ONE OF THOSE WHO WERE PUNISHED, WHY SHOULD WE NOT RATHER SAY THAT EZEKIEL ALSO WAS DEALING IN THE MARVELOUS WHEN HE SAID, "THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED," ETC.? NAY, EVEN ISAIAH ASSERTS, "I SAW THE LORD OF HOSTS SITTING ON A THRONE, HIGH AND LIFTED UP; AND THE SERAPHIM STOOD ROUND ABOUT IT: THE ONE HAD SIX WINGS, AND THE OTHER HAD SIX WINGS." HOW CAN WE TELL WHETHER HE REALLY SAW THEM OR NOT? NOW, O JEW, YOU HAVE BELIEVED THESE VISIONS TO BE TRUE, AND TO HAVE BEEN NOT ONLY SHOWN TO THE PROPHET BY A DIVINER SPIRIT, BUT ALSO TO HAVE BEEN BOTH SPOKEN AND RECORDED BY THE SAME. AND WHO IS THE MORE-WORTHY OF BELIEF, WHEN DECLARING THAT THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED BEFORE HIM, AND THAT HE HEARD A VOICE, OR BEHELD THE LORD OF SABAOTH SITTING UPON A THRONE HIGH AND LIFTED UP, WHETHER ISAIAH AND EZEKIEL OR JESUS? OF THE FORMER, INDEED, NO WORK HAS BEEN FOUND EQUAL TO THOSE OF THE LATTER; WHEREAS THE GOOD DEEDS OF JESUS HAVE NOT BEEN CONFINED SOLELY TO THE PERIOD OF HIS TABERNACLING IN THE FLESH, BUT UP TO THE PRESENT TIME HIS POWER STILL PRODUCES CONVERSION AND AMELIORATION OF LIFE IN THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN GOD THROUGH HIM. AND A MANIFEST PROOF THAT THESE THINGS ARE DONE BY HIS POWER, IS THE FACT THAT, ALTHOUGH, AS HE HIMSELF SAID, AND AS IS ADMITTED, THERE ARE NOT LABOURERS ENOUGH TO GATHER IN THE HARVEST OF SOULS, THERE REALLY IS NEVERTHELESS SUCH A GREAT HARVEST OF THOSE WHO ARE GATHERED TOGETHER AND CONVEYED INTO THE EVERYWHERE EXISTING THRESHING-FLOORS AND CHURCHES OF GOD. 
CHAP. XLIV. 
AND WITH THESE ARGUMENTS I ANSWER THE JEW, NOT DISBELIEVING, I WHO AM A CHRISTIAN, EZEKIEL AND ISAIAH, BUT BEING VERY DESIROUS TO SHOW, ON THE FOOTING OF OUR COMMON BELIEF, THAT THIS MAN IS FAR MORE WORTHY OF CREDIT THAN THEY ARE WHEN HE SAYS THAT HE BEHELD SUCH A SIGHT, AND, AS IS PROBABLE, RELATED TO HIS DISCIPLES THE VISION WHICH HE SAW, AND TOLD THEM OF THE VOICE WHICH HE HEARD. BUT ANOTHER PARTY MIGHT OBJECT, THAT NOT ALL THOSE WHO HAVE NARRATED THE APPEARANCE OF THE DOVE AND THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN HEARD THE ACCOUNTS OF THESE THINGS FROM JESUS, BUT THAT THAT SPIRIT WHICH TAUGHT MOSES THE HISTORY OF EVENTS BEFORE HIS OWN TIME, BEGINNING WITH THE CREATION, AND DESCENDING DOWN TO ABRAHAM HIS FATHER, TAUGHT ALSO THE WRITERS OF THE GOSPEL THE MIRACULOUS OCCURRENCE WHICH TOOK PLACE AT THE TIME OF JESUS' BAPTISM. AND HE WHO IS ADORNED WITH THE SPIRITUAL GIFT, CALLED THE "WORD OF WISDOM," WILL EXPLAIN ALSO THE REASON OF THE HEAVENS OPENING, AND THE DOVE APPEARING, AND WHY THE HOLY SPIRIT APPEARED TO JESUS IN THE FORM OF NO OTHER LIVING THING THAN THAT OF A DOVE. BUT OUR PRESENT SUBJECT DOES NOT REQUIRE US TO EXPLAIN THIS, OUR PURPOSE BEING TO SHOW THAT CELSUS DISPLAYED NO SOUND JUDGMENT IN REPRESENTING A JEW AS DISBELIEVING, ON SUCH GROUNDS, A FACT WHICH HAS GREATER PROBABILITY IN ITS FAVOUR THAN MANY EVENTS IN WHICH HE FIRMLY REPOSES CONFIDENCE. 
CHAP. XLV. 
AND I REMEMBER ON ONE OCCASION, AT A DISPUTATION HELD WITH CERTAIN JEWS WHO WERE REPUTED LEARNED MEN, HAVING EMPLOYED THE FOLLOWING ARGUMENT IN THE PRESENCE OF MANY JUDGES: "TELL ME, SIRS," I SAID, "SINCE THERE ARE TWO INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE VISITED THE HUMAN RACE, REGARDING WHOM ARE RELATED MARVELOUS WORKS SURPASSING HUMAN POWER--MOSES, VIZ., YOUR OWN LEGISLATOR, WHO WROTE ABOUT HIMSELF, AND JESUS OUR TEACHER, WHO HAS LEFT NO WRITINGS REGARDING HIMSELF, BUT TO WHOM TESTIMONY IS BORNE BY THE DISCIPLES IN THE GOSPELS--WHAT ARE THE GROUNDS FOR DECIDING THAT MOSES IS TO BE BELIEVED AS SPEAKING THE TRUTH, ALTHOUGH THE EGYPTIANS SLANDER HIM AS A SORCERER, AND AS APPEARING TO HAVE WROUGHT HIS MIGHTY WORKS BY JUGGLERY, WHILE JESUS IS NOT TO BE BELIEVED BECAUSE YOU ARE HIS ACCUSERS? AND YET THERE ARE NATIONS WHICH BEAR TESTIMONY IN FAVOUR OF BOTH: THE JEWS TO MOSES; AND THE CHRISTIANS, WHO DO NOT DENY THE PROPHETIC MISSION OF MOSES, BUT PROVING FROM THAT VERY SOURCE THE TRUTH OF THE STATEMENT REGARDING JESUS, ACCEPT AS TRUE THE MIRACULOUS CIRCUMSTANCES RELATED OF HIM BY HIS DISCIPLES. NOW, IF YE ASK US FOR THE REASONS OF OUR FAITH IN JESUS, GIVE YOURS FIRST FOR BELIEVING IN MOSES, WHO LIVED BEFORE HIM, AND THEN WE SHALL GIVE YOU OURS FOR ACCEPTING THE LATTER. BUT IF YOU DRAW BACK, AND SHIRK A DEMONSTRATION, THEN WE, FOLLOWING YOUR OWN EXAMPLE, DECLINE FOR THE PRESENT TO OFFER ANY DEMONSTRATION LIKEWISE; NEVERTHELESS, ADMIT THAT YE HAVE NO PROOF TO OFFER FOR MOSES, AND THEN LISTEN TO OUR DEFENSE OF JESUS DERIVED FROM THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. AND NOW OBSERVE WHAT IS ALMOST INCREDIBLE! IT IS SHOWN FROM THE DECLARATIONS CONCERNING JESUS, CONTAINED IN THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, THAT BOTH MOSES AND THE PROPHETS WERE TRULY PROPHETS OF GOD." 
CHAP. XLVI. 
FOR THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS ARE FULL OF MARVELS SIMILAR TO THOSE RECORDED OF JESUS AT HIS BAPTISM, VIZ., REGARDING THE DOVE AND THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN. AND I THINK THE WONDERS WROUGHT BY JESUS ARE A PROOF OF THE HOLY SPIRIT'S HAVING THEN APPEARED IN THE FORM OF A DOVE, ALTHOUGH CELSUS, FROM A DESIRE TO CAST DISCREDIT UPON THEM, ALLEGES THAT HE PERFORMED ONLY WHAT HE HAD LEARNED AMONG THE EGYPTIANS. AND I SHALL REFER NOT ONLY TO HIS MIRACLES, BUT, AS IS PROPER, TO THOSE ALSO OF THE APOSTLES OF JESUS. FOR THEY COULD NOT WITHOUT THE HELP OF MIRACLES AND WONDERS HAVE PREVAILED ON THOSE WHO HEARD THEIR NEW DOCTRINES AND NEW TEACHINGS TO ABANDON THEIR NATIONAL USAGES, AND TO ACCEPT THEIR INSTRUCTIONS AT THE DANGER TO THEMSELVES EVEN OF DEATH. AND THERE ARE STILL PRESERVED AMONG CHRISTIANS TRACES OF THAT HOLY SPIRIT WHICH APPEARED IN THE FORM OF A DOVE. THEY EXPEL EVIL SPIRITS, AND PERFORM MANY CURES, AND FORESEE CERTAIN EVENTS, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE LOGOS. AND ALTHOUGH CELSUS, OR THE JEW WHOM HE HAS INTRODUCED, MAY TREAT WITH MOCKERY WHAT I AM GOING TO SAY, I SHALL SAY IT NEVERTHELESS,--THAT MANY HAVE BEEN CONVERTED TO CHRISTIANITY AS IF AGAINST THEIR WILL, SOME SORT OF SPIRIT HAVING SUDDENLY TRANSFORMED THEIR MINDS FROM A HATRED OF THE DOCTRINE TO A READINESS TO DIE IN ITS DEFENSE, AND HAVING APPEARED TO THEM EITHER IN A WAKING VISION OR A DREAM OF THE NIGHT. MANY SUCH INSTANCES HAVE WE KNOWN, WHICH, IF WE WERE TO COMMIT TO WRITING, ALTHOUGH THEY WERE SEEN AND WITNESSED BY OURSELVES, WE SHOULD AFFORD GREAT OCCASION FOR RIDICULE TO UNBELIEVERS, WHO WOULD IMAGINE THAT WE, LIKE THOSE WHOM THEY SUPPOSE TO HAVE INVENTED SUCH THINGS, HAD OURSELVES ALSO DONE THE SAME. BUT GOD IS WITNESS OF OUR CONSCIENTIOUS DESIRE, NOT BY FALSE STATEMENTS, BUT BY TESTIMONIES OF DIFFERENT KINDS, TO ESTABLISH THE DIVINITY OF THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS. AND AS IT IS A JEW WHO IS PERPLEXED ABOUT THE ACCOUNT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT HAVING DESCENDED UPON JESUS IN THE FORM OF A DOVE, WE WOULD SAY TO HIM, "SIR, WHO IS IT THAT SAYS IN ISAIAH, 'AND NOW THE LORD HATH SENT ME AND HIS SPIRIT? IN WHICH SENTENCE, AS THE MEANING IS DOUBTFUL--VIZ., WHETHER THE FATHER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT SENT JESUS, OR THE FATHER SENT BOTH CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT--THE LATTER IS CORRECT. FOR, BECAUSE THE SAVIOUR WAS SENT, AFTERWARDS THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS SENT ALSO, THAT THE PREDICTION OF THE PROPHET MIGHT BE FULFILLED; AND AS IT WAS NECESSARY THAT THE FULFILMENT OF THE PROPHECY SHOULD BE KNOWN TO POSTERITY, THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS FOR THAT REASON COMMITTED THE RESULT TO WRITING. 
CHAP. XLVII. 
I WOULD LIKE TO SAY TO CELSUS, WHO REPRESENTS THE JEW AS ACCEPTING SOMEHOW JOHN AS A BAPTIST, WHO BAPTIZED JESUS, THAT THE EXISTENCE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST, BAPTIZING FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS, IS RELATED BY ONE WHO LIVED NO GREAT LENGTH OF TIME AFTER JOHN AND JESUS. FOR IN THE 18TH BOOK OF HIS ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, JOSEPHUS BEARS WITNESS TO JOHN AS HAVING BEEN A BAPTIST, AND AS PROMISING PURIFICATION TO THOSE WHO UNDERWENT THE RITE. NOW THIS WRITER, ALTHOUGH NOT BELIEVING IN JESUS AS THE CHRIST, IN SEEKING AFTER THE CAUSE OF THE FALL OF JERUSALEM AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE, WHEREAS HE OUGHT TO HAVE SAID THAT THE CONSPIRACY AGAINST JESUS WAS THE CAUSE OF THESE CALAMITIES BEFALLING THE PEOPLE, SINCE THEY PUT TO DEATH CHRIST, WHO WAS A PROPHET, SAYS NEVERTHELESS--BEING, ALTHOUGH AGAINST HIS WILL, NOT FAR FROM THE TRUTH--THAT THESE DISASTERS HAPPENED TO THE JEWS AS A PUNISHMENT FOR THE DEATH OF JAMES THE JUST, WHO WAS A BROTHER OF JESUS (CALLED CHRIST),--THE JEWS HAVING PUT HIM TO DEATH, ALTHOUGH HE WAS A MAN MOST DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS JUSTICE. PAUL, A GENUINE DISCIPLE OF JESUS, SAYS THAT HE REGARDED THIS JAMES AS A BROTHER OF THE LORD, NOT SO MUCH ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR RELATIONSHIP BY BLOOD, OR OF THEIR BEING BROUGHT UP TOGETHER, AS BECAUSE OF HIS VIRTUE AND DOCTRINE. IF, THEN, HE SAYS THAT IT WAS ON ACCOUNT OF JAMES THAT THE DESOLATION OF JERUSALEM WAS MADE TO OVERTAKE THE JEWS, HOW SHOULD IT NOT BE MORE IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON TO SAY THAT IT HAPPENED ON ACCOUNT (OF THE DEATH) OF JESUS CHRIST, OF WHOSE DIVINITY SO MANY CHURCHES ARE WITNESSES, COMPOSED OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CONVENED FROM A FLOOD OF SINS, AND WHO HAVE JOINED THEMSELVES TO THE CREATOR, AND WHO REFER ALL THEIR ACTIONS TO HIS GOOD PLEASURE. 
CHAP. XLVIII. 
ALTHOUGH THE JEW, THEN, MAY OFFER NO DEFENSE FOR HIMSELF IN THE INSTANCES OF EZEKIEL AND ISAIAH, WHEN WE COMPARE THE OPENING OF THE HEAVENS TO JESUS; AND THE VOICE THAT WAS HEARD BY HIM, TO THE SIMILAR CASES WHICH WE FIND RECORDED IN EZEKIEL AND ISAIAH, OR ANY OTHER OF THE PROPHETS, WE NEVERTHELESS, SO FAR AS WE CAN, SHALL SUPPORT OUR POSITION, MAINTAINING THAT, AS IT IS A MATTER OF BELIEF THAT IN A DREAM IMPRESSIONS HAVE BEEN BROUGHT BEFORE THE MINDS OF MANY, SOME RELATING TO DIVINE THINGS, AND OTHERS TO FUTURE EVENTS OF THIS LIFE, AND THIS EITHER WITH CLEARNESS OR IN AN ENIGMATIC MANNER,--A FACT WHICH IS MANIFEST TO ALL WHO ACCEPT THE DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE; SO HOW IS IT ABSURD TO SAY THAT THE MIND WHICH COULD RECEIVE IMPRESSIONS IN A DREAM SHOULD BE IMPRESSED ALSO IN A WAKING VISION, FOR THE BENEFIT EITHER OF HIM ON WHOM THE IMPRESSIONS ARE MADE, OR OF THOSE WHO ARE TO HEAR THE ACCOUNT OF THEM FROM HIM? AND AS IN A DREAM WE FANCY THAT WE HEAR, AND THAT THE ORGANS OF HEARING ARE ACTUALLY IMPRESSED, AND THAT WE SEE WITH OUR EYES--ALTHOUGH NEITHER THE BODILY ORGANS OF SIGHT NOR HEARING ARE AFFECTED, BUT IT IS THE MIND ALONE WHICH HAS THESE SENSATIONS--SO THERE IS NO ABSURDITY IN BELIEVING THAT SIMILAR THINGS OCCURRED TO THE PROPHETS, WHEN IT IS RECORDED THAT THEY WITNESSED OCCURRENCES OF A RATHER WONDERFUL KIND, AS WHEN THEY EITHER HEARD THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE LORD OR BEHELD THE HEAVENS OPENED. FOR I DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT THE VISIBLE HEAVEN WAS ACTUALLY OPENED, AND ITS PHYSICAL STRUCTURE DIVIDED, IN ORDER THAT EZEKIEL MIGHT BE ABLE TO RECORD SUCH AN OCCURRENCE. SHOULD NOT, THEREFORE, THE SAME BE BELIEVED OF THE SAVIOUR BY EVERY INTELLIGENT HEARER OF THE GOSPELS? ALTHOUGH SUCH AN OCCURRENCE MAY BE A STUMBLING-BLOCK TO THE SIMPLE, WHO IN THEIR SIMPLICITY WOULD SET THE WHOLE WORLD IN MOVEMENT, AND SPLIT IN SUNDER THE COMPACT AND MIGHTY BODY OF THE WHOLE HEAVENS. BUT HE WHO EXAMINES SUCH MATTERS MORE PROFOUNDLY WILL SAY, THAT THERE BEING, AS THE SCRIPTURE CALLS IT, A KIND OF GENERAL DIVINE PERCEPTION WHICH THE BLESSED MAN ALONE KNOWS HOW TO DISCOVER, ACCORDING TO THE SAYING OF SOLOMON, "THOU SHALL FIND THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD;" AND AS THERE ARE VARIOUS FORMS OF THIS PERCEPTIVE POWER, SUCH AS A FACULTY OF VISION WHICH CAN NATURALLY SEE THINGS THAT ARE BETTER THAN BODIES, AMONG WHICH ARE RANKED THE CHERUBIM AND SERAPHIM; AND A FACULTY OF HEARING WHICH CAN PERCEIVE VOICES WHICH HAVE NOT THEIR BEING IN THE AIR; AND A SENSE OF TASTE WHICH CAN MAKE USE OF LIVING BREAD THAT HAS COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND THAT GIVETH LIFE UNTO THE WORLD; AND SO ALSO A SENSE OF SMELLING, WHICH SCENTS SUCH THINGS AS LEADS PAUL TO SAY THAT HE IS A SWEET SAVOUR OF CHRIST UNTO GOD; AND A SENSE OF TOUCH, BY WHICH JOHN SAYS THAT HE "HANDLED WITH HIS HANDS OF THE WORD OF LIFE;"--THE BLESSED PROPHETS HAVING DISCOVERED THIS DIVINE PERCEPTION, AND SEEING AND HEARING IN THIS DIVINE MANNER, AND TASTING LIKEWISE, AND SMELLING, SO TO SPEAK, WITH NO SENSIBLE ORGANS OF PERCEPTION, AND LAYING HOLD ON THE LOGOS BY FAITH, SO THAT A HEALING EFFLUENCE FROM IT COMES UPON THEM, SAW IN THIS MANNER WHAT THEY RECORD AS HAVING SEEN, AND HEARD WHAT THEY SAY THEY HEARD, AND WERE AFFECTED IN A SIMILAR MANNER TO WHAT THEY DESCRIBE WHEN EATING THE ROLL OF A BOOK THAT WAS GIVEN THEM. AND SO ALSO ISAAC SMELLED THE SAVOUR OF HIS SON'S DIVINE GARMENTS, AND ADDED TO THE SPIRITUAL BLESSING THESE WORDS: "SEE, THE SAVOUR OF MY SON IS AS THE SAVOUR OF A FULL FIELD WHICH THE LORD BLESSED." AND SIMILARLY, TO THIS, AND MORE AS A MATTER TO BE UNDERSTOOD BY THE MIND THAN TO BE PERCEIVED BY THE SENSES, JESUS TOUCHED THE LEPER, TO CLEANSE HIM, AS I THINK, IN A TWOFOLD SENSE, FREEING HIM NOT ONLY, AS THE MULTITUDE HEARD, FROM THE VISIBLE LEPROSY BY VISIBLE CONTACT, BUT ALSO FROM THAT OTHER LEPROSY, BY HIS TRULY DIVINE TOUCH. IT IS IN THIS WAY, ACCORDINGLY, THAT JOHN TESTIFIES WHEN HE SAYS, "I BEHELD THE SPIRIT DESCENDING FROM HEAVEN LIKE A DOVE, AND IT ABODE UPON HIM. AND I KNEW HIM NOT; BUT HE THAT SENT ME TO BAPTIZE WITH WATER, THE SAME SAID TO ME, UPON WHOM YOU WILL SEE THE SPIRIT DESCENDING, AND ABIDING ON HIM, THE SAME IS HE THAT BAPTIZETH WITH THE HOLY GHOST AND I SAW, AND BEAR WITNESS, THAT THIS IS THE SON OF GOD." NOW IT WAS TO JESUS THAT THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED; AND ON THAT OCCASION NO ONE EXCEPT JOHN IS RECORDED TO HAVE SEEN THEM OPENED. BUT WITH RESPECT TO THIS OPENING OF THE HEAVENS, THE SAVIOUR, FORETELLING TO HIS DISCIPLES THAT IT WOULD HAPPEN, AND THAT THEY WOULD SEE IT, SAYS, "VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, YE SHALL SEE THE HEAVENS OPENED, AND THE ANGELS OF GOD ASCENDING AND DESCENDING UPON THE SON OF MAN." AND SO PAUL WAS CARRIED AWAY INTO THE THIRD HEAVEN, HAVING PREVIOUSLY SEEN IT OPENED, SINCE HE WAS A DISCIPLE OF JESUS. IT DOES NOT, HOWEVER, BELONG TO OUR PRESENT OBJECT TO EXPLAIN WHY PAUL SAYS, "WHETHER IN THE BODY, I KNOW NOT; OR WHETHER OUT OF THE BODY, I KNOW NOT: GOD KNOWETH." BUT I SHALL ADD TO MY ARGUMENT EVEN THOSE VERY POINTS WHICH CELSUS IMAGINES, VIZ., THAT JESUS HIMSELF RELATED THE ACCOUNT OF THE OPENING OF THE HEAVENS, AND THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT UPON HIM AT THE JORDAN IN THE FORM OF A DOVE, ALTHOUGH THE SCRIPTURE DOES NOT ASSERT THAT HE SAID THAT HE SAW IT. FOR THIS GREAT MAN DID NOT PERCEIVE THAT IT WAS NOT IN KEEPING WITH HIM WHO COMMANDED HIS DISCIPLES ON THE OCCASION OF THE VISION ON THE MOUNT, "TELL WHAT YE HAVE SEEN TO NO MAN, UNTIL THE SON OF MAN HE RISEN FROM THE DEAD," TO HAVE RELATED TO HIS DISCIPLES WHAT WAS SEEN AND HEARD BY JOHN AT THE JORDAN. FOR IT MAY BE OBSERVED AS A TRAIT OF THE CHARACTER OF JESUS, THAT HE ON ALL OCCASIONS AVOIDED UNNECESSARY TALK ABOUT HIMSELF; AND ON THAT ACCOUNT SAID, "IF I SPEAK OF MYSELF, MY WITNESS IS NOT TRUE." AND SINCE HE AVOIDED UNNECESSARY TALK ABOUT HIMSELF, AND PREFERRED TO SHOW BY ACTS RATHER THAN WORDS THAT HE WAS THE CHRIST, THE JEWS FOR THAT REASON SAID TO HIM, "IF THOU ART THE CHRIST, TELL US PLAINLY." AND AS IT IS A JEW WHO, IN THE WORK OF CELSUS, USES THE LANGUAGE TO JESUS REGARDING THE APPEARANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE FORM OF A DOVE, "THIS IS YOUR OWN TESTIMONY, UNSUPPORTED SAVE BY ONE OF THOSE WHO WERE SHARERS OF YOUR PUNISHMENT, WHOM YOU ADDUCE," IT IS NECESSARY FOR US TO SHOW HIM THAT SUCH A STATEMENT IS NOT APPROPRIATELY PLACED IN THE MOUTH OF A JEW. FOR THE JEWS DO NOT CONNECT JOHN WITH JESUS, NOR THE PUNISHMENT OF JOHN WITH THAT OF CHRIST. AND BY THIS INSTANCE, THIS MAN WHO BOASTS OF UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE IS CONVICTED OF NOT KNOWING WHAT WORDS HE OUGHT TO ASCRIBE TO A JEW ENGAGED IN A DISPUTATION WITH JESUS. 
CHAP. XLIX. 
AFTER THIS HE WILLFULLY SETS ASIDE, I KNOW NOT WHY, THE STRONGEST EVIDENCE IN CONFIRMATION OF THE CLAIMS OF JESUS, VIZ., THAT HIS COMING WAS PREDICTED BY THE JEWISH PROPHETS--MOSES, AND THOSE WHO SUCCEEDED AS WELL AS PRECEDED THAT LEGISLATOR--FROM INABILITY, AS I THINK, TO MEET THE ARGUMENT THAT NEITHER THE JEWS NOR ANY OTHER HERETICAL SECT REFUSE TO BELIEVE THAT CHRIST WAS THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY. BUT PERHAPS HE WAS UNACQUAINTED WITH THE PROPHECIES RELATING TO CHRIST. FOR NO ONE WHO WAS ACQUAINTED WITH THE STATEMENTS OF THE CHRISTIANS, THAT MANY PROPHETS FORETOLD THE ADVENT OF THE SAVIOUR, WOULD HAVE ASCRIBED TO A JEW SENTIMENTS WHICH IT WOULD HAVE BETTER BEFITTED A SAMARITAN OR A SADDUCEE TO UTTER; NOR WOULD THE JEW IN THE DIALOGUE HAVE EXPRESSED HIMSELF IN LANGUAGE LIKE THE FOLLOWING: "BUT MY PROPHET ONCE DECLARED IN JERUSALEM, THAT THE SON OF GOD WILL COME AS THE JUDGE OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE PUNISHER OF THE WICKED." NOW IT IS NOT ONE OF THE PROPHETS MERELY WHO PREDICTED THE ADVENT OF CHRIST. BUT ALTHOUGH THE SAMARITANS AND SADDUCEES, WHO RECEIVE THE BOOKS OF MOSES ALONE, WOULD SAY THAT THERE WERE CONTAINED IN THEM PREDICTIONS REGARDING CHRIST, YET CERTAINLY NOT IN JERUSALEM, WHICH IS NOT EVEN MENTIONED IN THE TIMES OF MOSES, WAS THE PROPHECY UTTERED. IT WAS INDEED TO BE DESIRED, THAT ALL THE ACCUSERS OF CHRISTIANITY WERE EQUALLY IGNORANT WITH CELSUS, NOT ONLY OF THE FACTS, BUT OF THE BARE LETTER OF SCRIPTURE, AND WOULD SO DIRECT THEIR ASSAULTS AGAINST IT, THAT THEIR ARGUMENTS MIGHT NOT HAVE THE LEAST AVAILABLE INFLUENCE IN SHAKING, I DO NOT SAY THE FAITH, BUT THE LITTLE FAITH OF UNSTABLE AND TEMPORARY BELIEVERS. A JEW, HOWEVER, WOULD NOT ADMIT THAT ANY PROPHET USED THE EXPRESSION, "THE ' SON OF GOD' WILL COME;" FOR THE TERM WHICH THEY EMPLOY IS, "THE 'CHRIST OF GOD' WILL COME." AND MANY A TIME INDEED DO THEY DIRECTLY INTERROGATE US ABOUT THE "SON OF GOD," SAYING THAT NO SUCH BEING EXISTS, OR WAS MADE THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY. WE DO NOT OF COURSE ASSERT THAT THE "SON OF GOD" IS NOT THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY; BUT WE ASSERT THAT HE MOST INAPPROPRIATELY ATTRIBUTES TO THE JEWISH DISPUTANT, WHO WOULD NOT ALLOW THAT HE WAS, SUCH LANGUAGE AS, "MY PROPHET ONCE DECLARED IN JERUSALEM THAT THE ' SON OF GOD' WILL COME." 
CHAP. L. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS IF THE ONLY EVENT PREDICTED WERE THIS, THAT HE WAS TO BE "THE JUDGE OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE PUNISHER OF THE WICKED," AND AS IF NEITHER THE PLACE OF HIS BIRTH, NOR THE SUFFERINGS WHICH HE WAS TO ENDURE AT THE HANDS OF THE JEWS, NOR HIS RESURRECTION, NOR THE WONDERFUL WORKS WHICH HE WAS TO PERFORM, HAD BEEN MADE THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY, HE CONTINUES "WHY SHOULD IT BE YOU ALONE, RATHER THAN INNUMERABLE OTHERS, WHO EXISTED AFTER THE PROPHECIES WERE PUBLISHED, TO WHOM THESE PREDICTIONS ARE APPLICABLE?" AND DESIRING, I KNOW NOT HOW, TO SUGGEST TO OTHERS THE POSSIBILITY OF THE NOTION THAT THEY THEMSELVES WERE THE PERSONS REFERRED TO BY THE PROPHETS, HE SAYS THAT "SOME, CARRIED AWAY BY ENTHUSIASM, AND OTHERS HAVING GATHERED A MULTITUDE OF FOLLOWERS, GIVE OUT THAT THE SON OF GOD IS COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN." NOW WE HAVE NOT ASCERTAINED THAT SUCH OCCURRENCES ARE ADMITTED TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE AMONG THE JEWS. WE HAVE TO REMARK THEN, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THAT MANY OF THE PROPHETS HAVE UTTERED PREDICTIONS! IN ALL KINDS OF WAYS REGARDING CHRIST; SOME BY MEANS OF DARK SAYINGS, OTHERS IN ALLEGORIES OR IN SOME OTHER MANNER, AND SOME ALSO IN EXPRESS WORDS. AND AS IN WHAT FOLLOWS HE SAYS, IN THE CHARACTER OF THE JEW ADDRESSING THE CONVERTS FROM HIS OWN NATION, AND REPEATING EMPHATICALLY AND MALEVOLENTLY, THAT "THE PROPHECIES REFERRED TO THE EVENTS OF HIS LIFE MAY ALSO SUIT OTHER EVENTS AS WELL," WE SHALL STATE A FEW OF THEM OUT OF A GREATER NUMBER; AND WITH RESPECT TO THESE, ANY ONE WHO CHOOSES MAY SAY WHAT HE THINKS FITTED TO ENSURE A REFUTATION OF THEM, AND WHICH MAY TURN AWAY INTELLIGENT BELIEVERS FROM THE FAITH. 
CHAP. LI. 
NOW THE SCRIPTURE SPEAKS, RESPECTING THE PLACE OF THE SAVIOUR'S BIRTH--THAT THE RULER WAS TO COME FORTH FROM BETHLEHEM--IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER: "AND THOU BETHLEHEM, HOUSE OF EPHRATA, ART NOT THE LEAST AMONG THE THOUSANDS OF JUDAH: FOR OUT OF THEE SHALL HE COME FORTH UNTO ME WHO IS TO BE RULER IN ISRAEL; AND HIS GOINGS FORTH HAVE BEEN OF OLD, FROM EVERLASTING." NOW THIS PROPHECY COULD NOT SUIT ANY ONE OF THOSE WHO, AS CELSUS' JEW SAYS, WERE FANATICS AND MOB-LEADERS, AND WHO GAVE OUT THAT THEY HAD COME FROM HEAVEN, UNLESS IT WERE CLEARLY SHOWN THAT HE HAD BEEN BORN IN BETHLEHEM, OR, AS ANOTHER MIGHT SAY, HAD COME FORTH FROM BETHLEHEM TO BE THE LEADER OF THE PEOPLE. WITH RESPECT TO THE BIRTH OF JESUS IN BETHLEHEM, IF ANY ONE DESIRES, AFTER THE PROPHECY OF MICAH AND AFTER THE HISTORY RECORDED IN THE GOSPELS BY THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS, TO HAVE ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE FROM OTHER SOURCES, LET HIM KNOW THAT, IN CONFORMITY WITH THE NARRATIVE IN THE GOSPEL REGARDING HIS BIRTH, THERE IS SHOWN AT BETHLEHEM THE CAVE WHERE HE WAS BORN, AND THE MANGER IN THE CAVE WHERE HE WAS WRAPPED IN SWADDLING-CLOTHES. AND THIS SIGHT IS GREATLY TALKED OF IN SURROUNDING PLACES, EVEN AMONG THE ENEMIES OF THE FAITH, IT BEING SAID THAT IN THIS CAVE WAS BORN THAT JESUS WHO IS WORSHIPPED AND REVERENCED BY THE CHRISTIANS. MOREOVER, I AM OF OPINION THAT, BEFORE THE ADVENT OF CHRIST, THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND SCRIBES OF THE PEOPLE, ON ACCOUNT OF THE DISTINCTNESS AND CLEARNESS OF THIS PROPHECY, TAUGHT THAT IN BETHLEHEM THE CHRIST WAS TO BE BORN. AND THIS OPINION HAD PREVAILED ALSO EXTENSIVELY AMONG THE JEWS; FOR WHICH REASON IT IS RELATED THAT HEROD, ON INQUIRING AT THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND SCRIBES OF THE PEOPLE, HEARD FROM THEM THAT THE CHRIST WAS TO BE BORN IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDEA, "WHENCE DAVID WAS." IT IS STATED ALSO IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN, THAT THE JEWS DECLARED THAT THE CHRIST WAS TO BE BORN IN BETHLEHEM, "WHENCE DAVID WAS." BUT AFTER OUR LORD'S COMING, THOSE WHO BUSIED THEMSELVES WITH OVERTHROWING THE BELIEF THAT THE PLACE OF HIS BIRTH HAD BEEN THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY FROM THE BEGINNING, WITHHELD SUCH TEACHING FROM THE PEOPLE; ACTING IN A SIMILAR MANNER TO THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO WON OVER THOSE SOLDIERS OF THE GUARD STATIONED AROUND THE TOMB WHO HAD SEEN HIM ARISE FROM THE DEAD, AND WHO INSTRUCTED THESE EYE-WITNESSES TO REPORT AS FOLLOWS: "SAY THAT HIS DISCIPLES, WHILE WE SLEPT, CAME AND STOLE HIM AWAY. AND IF THIS COME TO THE GOVERNOR'S EARS, WE SHALL PERSUADE HIM, AND SECURE YOU." 
CHAP. LII. 
STRIFE AND PREJUDICE ARE POWERFUL INSTRUMENTS IN LEADING MEN TO DISREGARD EVEN THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABUNDANTLY CLEAR; SO THAT THEY WHO HAVE SOMEHOW BECOME FAMILIAR WITH CERTAIN OPINIONS, WHICH HAVE DEEPLY IMBUED THEIR MINDS, AND STAMPED THEM WITH A CERTAIN CHARACTER, WILL NOT GIVE THEM UP. FOR A MAN WILL ABANDON HIS HABITS IN RESPECT TO OTHER THINGS, ALTHOUGH IT MAY BE DIFFICULT FOR HIM TO TEAR HIMSELF FROM THEM, MORE EASILY THAN HE WILL SURRENDER HIS OPINIONS. NAY, EVEN THE FORMER IS NOT EASILY PUT ASIDE BY THOSE WHO HAVE BECOME ACCUSTOMED TO THEM; AND SO, NEITHER HOUSES, NOR CITIES, NOR VILLAGES, NOR INTIMATE ACQUAINTANCES, ARE WILLINGLY FORSAKEN WHEN WE ARE PREJUDICED IN THEIR FAVOUR. THIS, THEREFORE, WAS A REASON WHY MANY OF THE JEWS AT THAT TIME DISREGARDED THE CLEAR TESTIMONY OF THE PROPHECIES, AND MIRACLES WHICH JESUS WROUGHT, AND OF THE SUFFERINGS WHICH HE IS RELATED TO HAVE ENDURED. AND THAT HUMAN NATURE IS THUS AFFECTED, WILL BE MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO OBSERVE THAT THOSE WHO HAVE ONCE BEEN PREJUDICED IN FAVOUR OF THE MOST CONTEMPTIBLE AND PALTRY TRADITIONS OF THEIR ANCESTORS AND FELLOW-CITIZENS, WITH DIFFICULTY LAY THEM ASIDE. FOR EXAMPLE, NO ONE COULD EASILY PERSUADE AN EGYPTIAN TO DESPISE WHAT HE HAD LEARNED FROM HIS FATHERS, SO AS NO LONGER TO CONSIDER THIS OR THAT IRRATIONAL ANIMAL AS A GOD [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], OR NOT TO GUARD AGAINST EATING, EVEN UNDER THE PENALTY OF DEATH, OF THE FLESH OF SUCH AN ANIMAL. NOW, IF IN CARRYING OUR EXAMINATION OF THIS SUBJECT TO A CONSIDERABLE LENGTH, WE HAVE ENUMERATED THE POINTS RESPECTING BETHLEHEM, AND THE PROPHECY REGARDING IT, WE CONSIDER THAT WE WERE OBLIGED TO DO THIS, BY WAY OF DEFENCE AGAINST THOSE WHO WOULD ASSERT THAT IF THE PROPHECIES CURRENT AMONG THE JEWS L REGARDING JESUS WERE SO CLEAR AS WE REPRESENT THEM, WHY DID THEY NOT AT HIS COMING GIVE IN THEIR ADHESION TO HIS DOCTRINE, AND BETAKE THEM SELVES TO THE BETTER LIFE POINTED OUT BY HIM? LET NO ONE, HOWEVER, BRING SUCH A REPROACH AGAINST BELIEVERS, SINCE HE MAY SEE THAT REASONS OF NO LIGHT WEIGHT ARE ASSIGNED BY THOSE WHO HAVE LEARNED TO STATE THEM, FOR THEIR FAITH IN JESUS. 
CHAP. LIII. 
AND IF WE SHOULD ASK FOR A SECOND PROPHECY, WHICH MAY APPEAR TO US TO HAVE A CLEAR REFERENCE TO JESUS, WE WOULD QUOTE THAT WHICH WAS WRITTEN BY MOSES VERY MANY YEARS BEFORE THE ADVENT OF CHRIST, WHEN HE MAKES JACOB, ON HIS DEPARTURE FROM THIS LIFE, TO HAVE UTTERED PREDICTIONS REGARDING EACH OF HIS SONS, AND TO HAVE SAID OF JUDAH ALONG WITH THE OTHERS: "THE RULER WILL NOT FAIL FROM JUDAH, AND THE GOVERNOR FROM HIS LOINS, UNTIL THAT WHICH IS RESERVED FOR HIM COME." NOW, ANY ONE MEETING WITH THIS PROPHECY, WHICH IS IN REALITY MUCH OLDER THAN MOSES, SO THAT ONE WHO WAS NOT A BELIEVER MIGHT SUSPECT THAT IT WAS NOT WRITTEN BY HIM, WOULD BE SURPRISED THAT MOSES SHOULD BE ABLE TO PREDICT THAT THE PRINCES OF THE JEWS, SEEING THERE ARE AMONG THEM TWELVE TRIBES, SHOULD BE BORN OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, AND SHOULD BE THE RULERS OF THE PEOPLE; FOR WHICH REASON ALSO THE WHOLE NATION ARE CALLED JEWS, DERIVING THEIR NAME FROM THE RULING TRIBE. AND, IN THE SECOND PLACE, ONE WHO CANDIDLY CONSIDERS THE PROPHECY, WOULD BE SURPRISED HOW, AFTER DECLARING THAT THE RULERS AND GOVERNORS OF THE PEOPLE WERE TO PROCEED FROM THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, HE SHOULD DETERMINE ALSO THE LIMIT OF THEIR RULE, SAYING THAT "THE RULER SHOULD NOT FAIL FROM JUDAH, NOR THE GOVERNOR FROM HIS LOINS, UNTIL THERE SHOULD COME THAT WHICH WAS RESERVED FOR HIM, AND THAT HE IS THE EXPECTATION OF THE GENTILES." FOR HE CAME FOR WHOM THESE THINGS WERE RESERVED, VIZ., THE CHRIST OF GOD, THE RULER OF THE PROMISES OF GOD. AND MANIFESTLY HE IS THE ONLY ONE AMONG THOSE WHO PRECEDED, AND, I MIGHT MAKE BOLD TO SAY, AMONG THOSE ALSO WHO FOLLOWED HIM, WHO WAS THE EXPECTATION OF THE GENTILES; FOR CONVERTS FROM AMONG ALL THE GENTILE NATIONS HAVE BELIEVED ON GOD THROUGH HIM, AND THAT IN CONFORMITY WITH THE PREDICTION OF ISAIAH, THAT IN HIS NAME THE GENTILES HAD HOPED: "IN THY NAME SHALL THE GENTILES HOPE." AND THIS MAN SAID ALSO TO THOSE WHO ARE IN PRISON, AS EVERY MAN IS A CAPTIVE TO THE CHAINS OF HIS SINS, "COME FORTH;" AND TO THE IGNORANT, "COME INTO THE LIGHT:" THESE THINGS ALSO HAVING BEEN THUS FORETOLD: "I HAVE GIVEN THEE FOR A COVENANT OF THE PEOPLE, TO ESTABLISH THE EARTH, TO CAUSE TO INHERIT THE DESOLATE HERITAGE; SAYING TO THE PRISONERS, GO FORTH; AND TO THEM THAT ARE IN DARKNESS, SHOW YOURSELVES." AND WE MAY SEE AT THE APPEARING OF THIS MAN, BY MEANS OF THOSE WHO EVERYWHERE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD HAVE REPOSED A SIMPLE FAITH IN HIM, THE FULFILMENT OF THIS PREDICTION: "THEY SHALL FEED IN THE WAYS, AND THEIR PASTURES SHALL BE IN ALL THE BEATEN TRACKS." 
CHAP. LIV. 
AND SINCE CELSUS, ALTHOUGH PROFESSING TO KNOW ALL ABOUT THE GOSPEL, REPROACHES THE SAVIOUR BECAUSE OF HIS SUFFERINGS, SAYING THAT HE RECEIVED NO ASSISTANCE FROM THE FATHER, OR WAS UNABLE TO AID HIMSELF; WE HAVE TO STATE THAT HIS SUFFERINGS WERE THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY, ALONG WITH THE CAUSE OF THEM; BECAUSE IT WAS FOR THE BENEFIT OF MANKIND THAT HE SHOULD DIE ON THEIR ACCOUNT, AND SHOULD SUFFER STRIPES BECAUSE OF HIS CONDEMNATION. IT WAS PREDICTED, MOREOVER, THAT SOME FROM AMONG THE GENTILES WOULD COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM (AMONG WHOM THE PROPHETS ARE NOT INCLUDED); AND IT HAD BEEN DECLARED THAT HE WOULD BE SEEN IN A FORM WHICH IS DEEMED DISHONORABLE AMONG MEN. THE WORDS OF PROPHECY RUN THUS: "LO, MY SERVANT SHALL HAVE UNDERSTANDING, AND SHALL BE EXALTED AND GLORIFIED, AND RAISED EXCEEDINGLY HIGH. IN LIKE MANNER, MANY SHALL BE ASTONISHED AT THEE; SO, THY FORM SHALL BE IN NO REPUTATION AMONG MEN, AND THY GLORY AMONG THE SONS OF MEN. LO, MANY NATIONS SHALL MARVEL BECAUSE OF HIM; AND KINGS SHALL CLOSE THEIR MOUTHS: BECAUSE THEY, TO WHOM NO MESSAGE ABOUT HIM WAS SENT, SHALL SEE HIM; AND THEY WHO HAVE NOT HEARD OF HIM, SHALL HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM." "LORD, WHO HATH BELIEVED OUR REPORT? AND TO WHOM WAS THE ARM OF THE LORD REVEALED? WE HAVE REPORTED, AS A CHILD BEFORE HIM, AS A ROOT IN A THIRSTY GROUND. HE HAS NO FORM NOR GLORY; AND WE BEHELD HIM, AND HE HAD NOT ANY FORM NOR BEAUTY: BUT HIS APPEARANCE WAS WITHOUT HONOUR, AND DEFICIENT MORE THAN THAT OF ALL MEN. HE WAS A MAN UNDER SUFFERING, AND WHO KNEW HOW TO BEAR SICKNESS: BECAUSE HIS COUNTENANCE WAS AVERTED, HE WAS TREATED WITH DISRESPECT, AND WAS MADE OF NO ACCOUNT. THIS MAN BEARS OUR SINS, AND SUFFERS PAIN ON OUR BEHALF; AND WE REGARDED HIM AS IN TROUBLE, AND IN SUFFERING, AND AS ILL-TREATED. BUT HE WAS WOUNDED FOR OUR SINS, AND BRUISED FOR OUR INIQUITIES. THE CHASTISEMENT OF OUR PEACE WAS UPON HIM; BY HIS STRIPES WE WERE HEALED. WE ALL, LIKE SHEEP, WANDERED FROM THE WAY. A MAN WANDERED IN HIS WAY, AND THE LORD DELIVERED HIM ON ACCOUNT OF OUR SINS; AND HE, BECAUSE OF HIS EVIL TREATMENT, OPENS NOT HIS MOUTH. AS A SHEEP, WAS HE LED TO SLAUGHTER; AND AS A LAMB BEFORE HER SHEARER IS DUMB, SO HE OPENS NOT, HIS MOUTH, IN HIS HUMILIATION HIS JUDGMENT WAS TAKEN AWAY AND WHO SHALL DESCRIBE HIS GENERATION? BECAUSE HIS LIFE IS TAKEN AWAY FROM THE EARTH; BECAUSE OF THE INIQUITIES OF MY PEOPLE WAS HE LED UNTO DEATH." 
CHAP. LV. 
NOW I REMEMBER THAT, ON ONE OCCASION, AT A DISPUTATION HELD WITH CERTAIN JEWS, WHO WERE RECKONED WISE MEN, I QUOTED THESE PROPHECIES; TO WHICH MY JEWISH OPPONENT REPLIED, THAT THESE PREDICTIONS BORE REFERENCE TO THE WHOLE PEOPLE, REGARDED AS ONE INDIVIDUAL, AND AS BEING IN A STATE OF DISPERSION AND SUFFERING, IN ORDER THAT MANY PROSELYTES MIGHT BE GAINED, ON ACCOUNT OF THE DISPERSION OF THE JEWS AMONG NUMEROUS HEATHEN NATIONS. AND IN THIS WAY, HE EXPLAINED THE WORDS, "THY FORM SHALL BE OF NO REPUTATION AMONG MEN;" AND THEN, "THEY TO WHOM NO MESSAGE WAS SENT RESPECTING HIM SHALL SEE;" AND THE EXPRESSION, "A MAN UNDER SUFFERING." MANY ARGUMENTS WERE EMPLOYED ON THAT OCCASION DURING THE DISCUSSION TO PROVE THAT THESE PREDICTIONS REGARDING ONE PARTICULAR PERSON WERE NOT RIGHTLY APPLIED BY THEM TO THE WHOLE NATION. AND I ASKED TO WHAT CHARACTER THE EXPRESSION WOULD BE APPROPRIATE, "THIS MAN BEARS OUR SINS, AND SUFFERS PAIN ON OUR BEHALF;" AND THIS, "BUT HE WAS WOUNDED FOR OUR SINS, AND BRUISED FOR OUR INIQUITIES;" AND TO WHOM THE EXPRESSION PROPERLY BELONGED, "BY HIS STRIPES, WERE WE HEALED." FOR IT IS MANIFEST THAT IT IS THEY WHO HAD BEEN SINNERS, AND HAD BEEN HEALED BY THE SAVIOUR'S SUFFERINGS (WHETHER BELONGING TO THE JEWISH NATION OR CONVERTS FROM THE GENTILES), WHO USE SUCH LANGUAGE IN THE WRITINGS OF THE PROPHET WHO FORESAW THESE EVENTS, AND WHO, UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, APPLIED THESE WORDS TO A PERSON. BUT WE SEEMED TO PRESS THEM HARDEST WITH THE EXPRESSION, "BECAUSE OF THE INIQUITIES OF MY PEOPLE WAS HE LED AWAY UNTO DEATH." FOR IF THE PEOPLE, ACCORDING TO THEM, ARE THE SUBJECT OF THE PROPHECY, HOW IS THE MAN SAID TO BE LED AWAY TO DEATH BECAUSE OF THE INIQUITIES OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD, UNLESS HE BE A DIFFERENT PERSON FROM THAT PEOPLE OF GOD? AND WHO IS THIS PERSON SAVE JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOSE STRIPES THEY WHO BELIEVE ON HIM ARE HEALED, WHEN "HE HAD SPOILED THE PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS (THAT WERE OVER US), AND HAD MADE A SHOW OF THEM OPENLY ON HIS CROSS?" AT ANOTHER TIME WE MAY EXPLAIN THE SEVERAL PARTS OF THE PROPHECY, LEAVING NONE OF THEM UNEXAMINED. BUT THESE MATTERS HAVE BEEN TREATED AT GREATER LENGTH, NECESSARILY AS I THINK, ON ACCOUNT OF THE LANGUAGE OF THE JEW, AS QUOTED IN THE WORK OF CELSUS. 
CHAP. LVI. 
NOW IT ESCAPED THE NOTICE OF CELSUS, AND OF THE JEW WHOM HE HAS INTRODUCED, AND OF ALL WHO ARE NOT BELIEVERS IN JESUS, THAT THE PROPHECIES SPEAK OF TWO ADVENTS OF CHRIST: THE FORMER CHARACTERIZED BY HUMAN SUFFERING AND HUMILITY, IN ORDER THAT CHRIST, BEING WITH MEN, MIGHT MAKE KNOWN THE WAY THAT LEADS TO GOD, AND MIGHT LEAVE NO MAN IN THIS LIFE A GROUND OF EXCUSE, IN SAYING THAT HE KNEW NOT OF THE JUDGMENT TO COME; AND THE LATTER, DISTINGUISHED ONLY BY GLORY AND DIVINITY, HAVING NO ELEMENT OF HUMAN INFIRMITY INTERMINGLED WITH ITS DIVINE GREATNESS. TO QUOTE THE PROPHECIES AT LENGTH WOULD BE TEDIOUS; AND I DEEM IT SUFFICIENT FOR THE PRESENT TO QUOTE A PART OF THE FORTY-FIFTH PSALM, WHICH HAS THIS INSCRIPTION, IN ADDITION TO OTHERS, "A PSALM FOR THE BELOVED," WHERE GOD IS EVIDENTLY ADDRESSED IN THESE WORDS: "GRACE IS POURED INTO THY LIPS: THEREFORE, GOD WILL BLESS THEE FOR EVER AND EVER. GIRD THY SWORD ON THY THIGH, O MIGHTY ONE, WITH THY BEAUTY AND THY MAJESTY. AND STRETCH FORTH, AND RIDE PROSPEROUSLY, AND REIGN, BECAUSE OF THY TRUTH, AND MEEKNESS, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND THY RIGHT HAND SHALL LEAD THEE MARVELOUSLY. THINE ARROWS ARE POINTED, O MIGHTY ONE; THE PEOPLE WILL FALL UNDER THEE IN THE HEART OF THE ENEMIES OF THE KING." BUT ATTEND CAREFULLY TO WHAT FOLLOWS, WHERE HE IS CALLED GOD: "FOR THY THRONE, O GOD, IS FOR EVER AND EVER: A SCEPTER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IS THE SCEPTER OF THY KINGDOM. THOU HAST LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND HATED INIQUITY: THEREFORE GOD, EVEN THY GOD, HATH ANOINTED THEE WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE THY FELLOWS." AND OBSERVE THAT THE PROPHET, SPEAKING FAMILIARLY TO GOD, WHOSE "THRONE IS FOR EVER AND EVER," AND "A SCEPTER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS THE SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM," SAYS THAT THIS GOD HAS BEEN ANOINTED BY A GOD WHO WAS HIS GOD, AND ANOINTED, BECAUSE MORE THAN HIS FELLOWS HE HAD LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED INIQUITY. AND I REMEMBER THAT I PRESSED THE JEW, WHO WAS DEEMED A LEARNED MAN, VERY HARD WITH THIS PASSAGE; AND HE, BEING PERPLEXED ABOUT IT, GAVE SUCH AN ANSWER AS WAS IN KEEPING WITH HIS JUDAISTIC VIEWS, SAYING THAT THE WORDS, "THY THRONE, O GOD, IS FOR EVER AND EVER: A SCEPTER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IS THE SCEPTER OF THY KINGDOM," ARE SPOKEN OF THE GOD OF ALL THINGS; AND THESE, "THOU HAST LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED INIQUITY, THEREFORE THY GOD HATH ANOINTED THEE," ETC., REFER TO THE MESSIAH. 
CHAP. LVII. 
THE JEW, MOREOVER, IN THE TREATISE, ADDRESSES THE SAVIOUR THUS: "IF YOU SAY THAT EVERY MAN, BORN ACCORDING TO THE DECREE OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE, IS A SON OF GOD, IN WHAT RESPECT SHOULD YOU DIFFER FROM ANOTHER?" IN REPLY TO WHOM WE SAY, THAT EVERY MAN WHO, AS PAUL EXPRESSES IT, IS NO LONGER UNDER FEAR, AS A SCHOOLMASTER, BUT WHO CHOOSES GOOD FOR ITS OWN SAKE, IS "A SON OF GOD;" BUT THIS MAN IS DISTINGUISHED FAR AND WIDE ABOVE EVERY MAN WHO IS CALLED, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS VIRTUES, A SON OF GOD, SEEING HE IS, AS IT WERE, A KIND OF SOURCE AND BEGINNING OF ALL SUCH. THE WORDS OF PAUL ARE AS FOLLOW: "FOR YE HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE SPIRIT OF BONDAGE AGAIN TO FEAR; BUT YE HAVE RECEIVED THE SPIRIT OF ADOPTION, WHEREBY WE CRY, ABBA, FATHER [STEPHEN]." BUT, ACCORDING TO THE JEW OF CELSUS, "COUNTLESS INDIVIDUALS WILL CONVICT JESUS OF FALSEHOOD, ALLEGING THAT THOSE PREDICTIONS WHICH WERE SPOKEN OF HIM WERE INTENDED OF THEM." WE ARE NOT AWARE, INDEED, WHETHER CELSUS KNEW OF ANY WHO, AFTER COMING INTO THIS WORLD, AND HAVING DESIRED TO ACT AS JESUS DID, DECLARED THEMSELVES TO BE ALSO THE "SONS OF GOD," OR THE "POWER" OF GOD. BUT SINCE IT IS IN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH THAT WE EXAMINE EACH PASSAGE, WE SHALL MENTION THAT THERE WAS A CERTAIN THEUDAS AMONG THE JEWS BEFORE THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, WHO GAVE HIMSELF OUT AS SOME GREAT ONE, AFTER WHOSE DEATH HIS DELUDED FOLLOWERS WERE COMPLETELY DISPERSED. AND AFTER HIM, IN THE DAYS OF THE CENSUS, WHEN JESUS APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN BORN, ONE JUDAS, A GALILEAN, GATHERED AROUND HIM MANY OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE, SAYING HE WAS A WISE MAN, AND A TEACHER OF CERTAIN NEW DOCTRINES. AND WHEN HE ALSO HAD PAID THE PENALTY OF HIS REBELLION, HIS DOCTRINE WAS OVERTURNED, HAVING TAKEN HOLD OF VERY FEW PERSONS INDEED, AND THESE OF THE VERY HUMBLEST CONDITION. AND AFTER THE TIMES OF JESUS, DOSITHEUS THE SAMARITAN ALSO WISHED TO PERSUADE THE SAMARITANS THAT HE WAS THE CHRIST PREDICTED BY MOSES; AND HE APPEARS TO HAVE GAINED OVER SOME TO HIS VIEWS. BUT IT IS NOT ABSURD, IN QUOTING THE EXTREMELY WISE OBSERVATION OF THAT GAMALIEL NAMED IN THE BOOK OF ACTS, TO SHOW HOW THOSE PERSONS ABOVE MENTIONED WERE STRANGERS TO THE PROMISE, BEING NEITHER "SONS OF GOD" NOR "POWERS" OF GOD, WHEREAS CHRIST JESUS WAS TRULY THE SON OF GOD. NOW GAMALIEL, IN THE PASSAGE REFERRED TO, SAID: "IF THIS COUNSEL OR THIS WORK BE OF MEN, IT WILL COME TO NAUGHT" (AS ALSO DID THE DESIGNS OF THOSE MEN ALREADY MENTIONED AFTER THEIR DEATH); "BUT IF IT BE OF GOD, YE CANNOT OVERTHROW THIS DOCTRINE, LEST HAPLY YE BE FOUND EVEN TO FIGHT AGAINST GOD." THERE WAS ALSO SIMON THE SAMARITAN MAGICIAN, WHO WISHED TO DRAW AWAY CERTAIN BY HIS MAGICAL ARTS. AND ON THAT OCCASION, HE WAS SUCCESSFUL; BUT NOW-A-DAYS IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO FIND, I SUPPOSE, THIRTY OF HIS FOLLOWERS IN THE ENTIRE WORLD, AND PROBABLY I HAVE EVEN OVERSTATED THE NUMBER. THERE ARE EXCEEDINGLY FEW IN PALESTINE; WHILE IN THE REST OF THE WORLD, THROUGH WHICH HE DESIRED TO SPREAD THE GLORY OF HIS NAME, YOU FIND IT NOWHERE MENTIONED. AND WHERE IT IS FOUND, IT IS FOUND QUOTED FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES; SO THAT IT IS TO CHRISTIANS THAT HE OWES THIS MENTION OF HIMSELF, THE UNMISTAKABLE RESULT HAVING PROVED THAT SIMON WAS IN NO RESPECT DIVINE. 
CHAP. LVIII. 
AFTER THESE MATTERS THIS JEW OF CELSUS, INSTEAD OF THE MAGI MENTIONED IN THE GOSPEL, SAYS THAT "CHALDEANS ARE SPOKEN OF BY JESUS AS HAVING BEEN INDUCED TO COME TO HIM AT HIS BIRTH, AND TO WORSHIP HIM WHILE YET AN INFANT AS A GOD, AND TO HAVE MADE THIS KNOWN TO HEROD THE TETRARCH; AND THAT THE LATTER SENT AND SLEW ALL THE INFANTS THAT HAD BEEN BORN ABOUT THE SAME TIME, THINKING THAT IN THIS WAY HE WOULD ENSURE HIS DEATH AMONG THE OTHERS; AND THAT HE WAS LED TO DO THIS THROUGH FEAR THAT, IF JESUS LIVED TO A SUFFICIENT AGE, HE WOULD OBTAIN THE THRONE." SEE NOW IN THIS INSTANCE THE BLUNDER OF ONE WHO CANNOT DISTINGUISH BETWEEN MAGI AND CHALDEANS, NOR PERCEIVE THAT WHAT THEY PROFESS IS DIFFERENT, AND SO HAS FALSIFIED THE GOSPEL NARRATIVE. I KNOW NOT, MOREOVER, WHY HE HAS PASSED BY IN SILENCE THE CAUSE WHICH LED THE MAGI TO COME, AND WHY HE HAS NOT STATED, ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURAL ACCOUNT, THAT IT WAS A STAR SEEN BY THEM IN THE EAST. LET US SEE NOW WHAT ANSWER WE HAVE TO MAKE TO THESE STATEMENTS. THE STAR THAT WAS SEEN IN THE EAST WE CONSIDER TO HAVE BEEN A NEW STAR, UNLIKE ANY OF THE OTHER WELL-KNOWN PLANETARY BODIES, EITHER THOSE IN THE FIRMAMENT ABOVE OR THOSE AMONG THE LOWER ORBS, BUT PARTAKING OF THE NATURE OF THOSE CELESTIAL BODIES WHICH APPEAR AT TIMES, SUCH AS COMETS, OR THOSE METEORS WHICH RESEMBLE BEAMS OF WOOD, OR BEARDS, OR WINE JARS, OR ANY OF THOSE OTHER NAMES BY WHICH THE GREEKS ARE ACCUSTOMED TO DESCRIBE THEIR VARYING APPEARANCES. AND WE ESTABLISH OUR POSITION IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER. 
CHAP. LIX. 
IT HAS BEEN OBSERVED THAT, ON THE OCCURRENCE OF GREAT EVENTS, AND OF MIGHTY CHANGES IN TERRESTRIAL THINGS, SUCH STARS ARE WONT TO APPEAR, INDICATING EITHER THE REMOVAL OF DYNASTIES OR THE BREAKING OUT OF WARS, OR THE HAPPENING OF SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES AS MAY CAUSE COMMOTIONS UPON THE EARTH. BUT WE HAVE READ IN THE TREATISE A COMETS BY CHAEREMON THE STOIC, THAT ON SOME OCCASIONS ALSO, WHEN GOOD WAS TO HAPPEN, COMETS MADE THEIR APPEARANCE; AND HE GIVES AN ACCOUNT OF SUCH INSTANCES. IF, THEN, AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF NEW DYNASTIES, OR ON THE OCCASION OF OTHER IMPORTANT EVENTS, THERE ARISES A COMET SO CALLED, OR ANY SIMILAR CELESTIAL BODY, WHY SHOULD IT BE MATTER OF WONDER THAT AT THE BIRTH OF HIM WHO WAS TO INTRODUCE A NEW DOCTRINE TO THE HUMAN RACE, AND TO MAKE KNOWN HIS TEACHING NOT ONLY TO JEWS, BUT ALSO TO GREEKS, AND TO MANY OF THE BARBAROUS NATIONS BESIDES, A STAR SHOULD HAVE ARISEN? NOW I WOULD SAY, THAT WITH RESPECT TO COMETS THERE IS NO PROPHECY IN CIRCULATION TO THE EFFECT THAT SUCH AND SUCH A COMET WAS TO ARISE IN CONNECTION WITH A PARTICULAR KINGDOM OR A PARTICULAR TIME; BUT WITH RESPECT TO THE APPEARANCE OF A STAR AT THE BIRTH OF JESUS THERE IS A PROPHECY OF BALAAM RECORDED BY MOSES I TO THIS EFFECT: "THERE SHALL ARISE A STAR OUT OF JACOB, AND A MAN SHALL RISE UP OUT OF ISRAEL." AND NOW, IF IT SHALL BE DEEMED NECESSARY TO EXAMINE THE NARRATIVE ABOUT THE MAGI, AND THE APPEARANCE OF THE STAR AT THE BIRTH OF JESUS, THE FOLLOWING IS WHAT WE HAVE TO SAY, PARTLY IN ANSWER TO THE GREEKS, AND PARTLY TO THE JEWS. 
CHAP. LX. 
TO THE GREEKS, THEN, I HAVE TO SAY THAT THE MAGI, BEING ON FAMILIAR TERMS WITH EVIL SPIRITS, AND INVOKING THEM FOR SUCH PURPOSES AS THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND WISHES EXTEND TO, BRING ABOUT SUCH RESULTS ONLY AS DO NOT APPEAR TO EXCEED THE SUPERHUMAN POWER AND STRENGTH OF THE EVIL SPIRITS, AND OF THE SPELLS WHICH INVOKE THEM, TO ACCOMPLISH; BUT SHOULD SOME GREATER MANIFESTATION OF DIVINITY BE MADE, THEN THE POWERS OF THE EVIL SPIRITS ARE OVERTHROWN, BEING UNABLE TO RESIST THE LIGHT OF DIVINITY. IT IS PROBABLE, THEREFORE, THAT SINCE AT THE BIRTH OF JESUS "A MULTITUDE OF THE HEAVENLY HOST," AS LUKE RECORDS, AND AS I BELIEVE, "PRAISED GOD, SAYING, GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE, GOOD-WILL TOWARDS MEN," THE EVIL SPIRITS ON THAT ACCOUNT BECAME FEEBLE, AND LOST THEIR STRENGTH, THE FALSITY OF THEIR SORCERY BEING MANIFESTED, AND THEIR POWER BEING BROKEN; THIS OVERTHROW BEING BROUGHT ABOUT NOT ONLY BY THE ANGELS HAVING VISITED THE TERRESTRIAL REGIONS ON ACCOUNT OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS, BUT ALSO BY THE POWER OF JESUS HIMSELF, AND HIS INNATE DIVINITY. THE MAGI, ACCORDINGLY, WISHING TO PRODUCE THE CUSTOMARY RESULTS, WHICH FORMERLY THEY USED TO PERFORM BY MEANS OF CERTAIN SPELLS AND SORCERIES, SOUGHT TO KNOW THE REASON OF THEIR FAILURE, CONJECTURING THE CAUSE TO BE A GREAT ONE; AND BEHOLDING A DIVINE SIGN IN THE HEAVEN, THEY DESIRED TO LEARN ITS SIGNIFICATION. I AM THEREFORE OF OPINION THAT, POSSESSING AS THEY DID THE PROPHECIES OF BALAAM, WHICH MOSES ALSO RECORDS, INASMUCH AS BALAAM WAS CELEBRATED FOR SUCH PREDICTIONS, AND FINDING AMONG THEM THE PROPHECY ABOUT THE STAR, AND THE WORDS, "I SHALL SHOW HIM TO HIM, BUT NOT NOW; I DEEM HIM HAPPY, ALTHOUGH HE WILL NOT BE NEAR," THEY CONJECTURED THAT THE MAN WHOSE APPEARANCE HAD BEEN FORETOLD ALONG WITH THAT OF THE STAR, HAD ACTUALLY COME INTO THE WORLD; AND HAVING PRO-DETERMINED THAT HE WAS SUPERIOR IN POWER TO ALL DEMONS, AND TO ALL COMMON APPEARANCES AND POWERS, THEY RESOLVED TO OFFER HIM HOMAGE. THEY CAME, ACCORDINGLY, TO JUDEA, PERSUADED THAT SOME KING HAD BEEN BORN; BUT NOT KNOWING OVER WHAT KINGDOM HE WAS TO REIGN, AND BEING IGNORANT ALSO OF THE PLACE OF HIS BIRTH. BRINGING GIFTS, WHICH THEY OFFERED TO HIM AS ONE WHOSE NATURE PARTOOK, IF I MAY SO SPEAK, BOTH OF GOD AND OF A MORTAL MAN, GOLD, VIZ., AS TO A KING; MYRRH, AS TO ONE WHO WAS MORTAL; AND INCENSE, AS TO A GOD; AND THEY BROUGHT THESE OFFERINGS AFTER THEY HAD LEARNED THE PLACE OF HIS BIRTH. BUT SINCE HE WAS A GOD, THE SAVIOUR OF THE HUMAN RACE, RAISED FAR ABOVE ALL THOSE ANGELS WHICH MINISTER TO MEN, AN ANGEL REWARDED THE PIETY OF THE MAGI FOR THEIR WORSHIP OF HIM, BY MAKING KNOWN TO THEM THAT THEY WERE NOT TO GO BACK TO HEROD, BUT TO RETURN TO THEIR OWN HOMES BY ANOTHER WAY. 
CHAP. LXI. 
THAT HEROD CONSPIRED AGAINST THE CHILD (ALTHOUGH THE JEW OF CELSUS DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT THIS REALLY HAPPENED), IS NOT TO BE WONDERED AT. FOR WICKEDNESS IS IN A CERTAIN SENSE BLIND, AND WOULD DESIRE TO DEFEAT FATE, AS IF IT WERE STRONGER THAN IT. AND THIS BEING HEROD'S CONDITION, HE BOTH BELIEVED THAT A KING OF THE JEWS HAD BEEN BORN, AND YET CHERISHED A PURPOSE CONTRADICTORY OF SUCH A BELIEF; NOT SEEING THAT THE CHILD IS ASSUREDLY EITHER A KING AND WILL COME TO THE THRONE, OR THAT HE IS NOT TO BE A KING, AND THAT HIS DEATH, THEREFORE, WILL BE TO NO PURPOSE. HE DESIRED ACCORDINGLY TO KILL HIM, HIS MIND BEING AGITATED BY CONTENDING PASSIONS ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WICKEDNESS, AND BEING INSTIGATED BY THE BLIND AND WICKED DEVIL WHO FROM THE VERY BEGINNING PLOTTED AGAINST THE SAVIOUR, IMAGINING THAT HE WAS AND WOULD BECOME SOME MIGHTY ONE. AN ANGEL, HOWEVER, PERCEIVING THE COURSE OF EVENTS, INTIMATED TO JOSEPH, ALTHOUGH CELSUS MAY NOT BELIEVE IT, THAT HE WAS TO WITHDRAW WITH THE CHILD AND HIS MOTHER INTO EGYPT, WHILE HEROD SLEW ALL THE INFANTS THAT WERE IN BETHLEHEM AND THE SURROUNDING BORDERS, IN THE HOPE THAT HE WOULD THUS DESTROY HIM ALSO WHO HAD BEEN BORN KING OF THE JEWS. FOR HE SAW NOT THE SLEEPLESS GUARDIAN POWER THAT IS AROUND THOSE WHO DESERVE TO BE PROTECTED AND PRESERVED FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN, OF WHOM JESUS IS THE FIRST, SUPERIOR TO ALL OTHERS IN HONOUR AND EXCELLENCE, WHO WAS TO BE A KING INDEED, BUT NOT IN THE SENSE THAT HEROD SUPPOSED, BUT IN THAT IN WHICH IT BECAME GOD TO BESTOW A KINGDOM,--FOR THE BENEFIT, VIZ., OF THOSE WHO WERE TO BE UNDER HIS SWAY, WHO WAS TO CONFER NO ORDINARY AND UNIMPORTANT BLESSINGS, SO TO SPEAK, UPON HIS SUBJECTS, BUT WHO WAS TO TRAIN THEM AND TO SUBJECT THEM TO LAWS THAT WERE TRULY FROM GOD. AND JESUS, KNOWING THIS WELL, AND DENYING THAT HE WAS A KING IN THE SENSE THAT THE MULTITUDE EXPECTED, BUT DECLARING THE SUPERIORITY OF HIS KINGDOM, SAYS: "IF MY KINGDOM WERE OF THIS WORLD, THEN WOULD MY SERVANTS FIGHT, THAT I SHOULD NOT BE DELIVERED TO THE JEWS: BUT NOW IS MY KINGDOM NOT OF THIS WORLD." NOW, IF CELSUS HAD SEEN THIS, HE WOULD NOT HAVE SAID: "BUT IF, THEN, THIS WAS DONE IN ORDER THAT YOU MIGHT NOT REIGN IN HIS STEAD WHEN YOU HAD GROWN TO MAN'S ESTATE; WHY, AFTER YOU DID REACH THAT ESTATE, DO YOU NOT BECOME A KING, INSTEAD OF YOU, THE SON OF GOD, WANDERING ABOUT IN SO MEAN A CONDITION, HIDING YOURSELF THROUGH FEAR, AND LEADING A MISERABLE LIFE UP AND DOWN?" NOW, IT IS NOT DISHONORABLE TO AVOID EXPOSING ONE'S SELF TO DANGERS, BUT TO GUARD CAREFULLY AGAINST THEM, WHEN THIS IS DONE, NOT THROUGH FEAR OF DEATH, BUT FROM A DESIRE TO BENEFIT OTHERS BY REMAINING IN LIFE, UNTIL THE PROPER TIME COME FOR ONE WHO HAS ASSUMED HUMAN NATURE TO DIE A DEATH THAT WILL BE USEFUL TO MANKIND. AND THIS IS PLAIN TO HIM WHO REFLECTS THAT JESUS DIED FOR THE SAKE OF MEN, A POINT OF WHICH WE HAVE SPOKEN TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY IN THE PRECEDING PAGES. 
CHAP. LXII. 
AND AFTER SUCH STATEMENTS, SHOWING HIS IGNORANCE EVEN OF THE NUMBER OF THE APOSTLES, HE PROCEEDS THUS: "JESUS HAVING GATHERED AROUND HIM TEN OR ELEVEN PERSONS OF NOTORIOUS CHARACTER, THE VERY WICKEDEST OF TAX-GATHERERS AND SAILORS, FLED IN COMPANY WITH THEM FROM PLACE TO PLACE, AND OBTAINED HIS LIVING IN A SHAMEFUL AND IMPORTUNATE MANNER." LET US TO THE BEST OF OUR POWER SEE WHAT TRUTH THERE IS IN SUCH A STATEMENT. IT IS MANIFEST TO US ALL WHO POSSESS THE GOSPEL NARRATIVES, WHICH CELSUS DOES NOT APPEAR EVEN TO HAVE READ, THAT JESUS SELECTED TWELVE APOSTLES, AND THAT OF THESE MATTHEW ALONE WAS A TAX-GATHERER; THAT WHEN HE CALLS THEM INDISCRIMINATELY SAILORS, HE PROBABLY MEANS JAMES AND JOHN, BECAUSE THEY LEFT THEIR SHIP AND THEIR FATHER ZEBEDEE, AND FOLLOWED JESUS; FOR PETER AND HIS BROTHER ANDREW, WHO EMPLOYED A NET TO GAIN THEIR NECESSARY SUBSISTENCE, MUST BE CLASSED NOT AS SAILORS, BUT AS THE SCRIPTURE DESCRIBES THEM, AS FISHERMEN. THE LEBES ALSO, WHO WAS A FOLLOWER OF JESUS, MAY HAVE BEEN A TAX-GATHERER; BUT HE WAS NOT OF THE NUMBER OF THE APOSTLES, EXCEPT ACCORDING TO A STATEMENT IN ONE OF THE COPIES OF MARK'S GOSPEL. AND WE HAVE NOT ASCERTAINED THE EMPLOYMENTS OF THE REMAINING DISCIPLES, BY WHICH THEY EARNED THEIR LIVELIHOOD BEFORE BECOMING DISCIPLES OF JESUS. I ASSERT, THEREFORE, IN ANSWER TO SUCH STATEMENTS AS THE ABOVE, THAT IT IS CLEAR TO ALL WHO ARE ABLE TO INSTITUTE AN INTELLIGENT AND CANDID EXAMINATION INTO THE HISTORY OF THE APOSTLES OF JESUS, THAT IT WAS BY HELP OF A DIVINE POWER THAT THESE MEN TAUGHT CHRISTIANITY, AND SUCCEEDED IN LEADING OTHERS TO EMBRACE THE WORD OF GOD. FOR IT WAS NOT ANY POWER OF SPEAKING, OR ANY ORDERLY ARRANGEMENT OF THEIR MESSAGE, ACCORDING TO THE ARTS OF GRECIAN DIALECTICS OR RHETORIC, WHICH WAS IN THEM THE EFFECTIVE CAUSE OF CONVERTING THEIR HEARERS. NAY, I AM OF OPINION THAT IF JESUS HAD SELECTED SOME INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE WISE ACCORDING TO THE APPREHENSION OF THE MULTITUDE, AND WHO WERE FITTED BOTH TO THINK AND SPEAK SO AS TO PLEASE THEM, AND HAD USED SUCH AS THE MINISTERS OF HIS DOCTRINE, HE WOULD MOST JUSTLY HAVE BEEN SUSPECTED OF EMPLOYING ARTIFICES, LIKE THOSE PHILOSOPHERS WHO ARE THE LEADERS OF CERTAIN SECTS, AND CONSEQUENTLY THE PROMISE RESPECTING THE DIVINITY OF HIS DOCTRINE WOULD NOT HAVE MANIFESTED ITSELF; FOR HAD THE DOCTRINE AND THE PREACHING CONSISTED IN THE PERSUASIVE UTTERANCE AND ARRANGEMENT OF WORDS, THEN FAITH ALSO, LIKE THAT OF THE PHILOSOPHERS OF THE WORLD IN THEIR OPINIONS, WOULD HAVE BEEN THROUGH THE WISDOM OF MEN, AND NOT THROUGH THE POWER OF GOD. NOW, WHO IS THERE ON SEEING FISHERMEN AND TAX-GATHERERS, WHO HAD NOT ACQUIRED EVEN THE MEREST ELEMENTS OF LEARNING (AS THE GOSPEL RELATES OF THEM, AND IN RESPECT TO WHICH CELSUS BELIEVES THAT THEY SPEAK THE TRUTH, INASMUCH AS IT IS THEIR OWN IGNORANCE WHICH THEY RECORD), DISCOURSING BOLDLY NOT ONLY AMONG THE JEWS OF FAITH IN JESUS, BUT ALSO PREACHING HIM WITH SUCCESS AMONG OTHER NATIONS, WOULD NOT INQUIRE WHENCE THEY DERIVED THIS POWER OF PERSUASION, AS THEIRS WAS CERTAINLY NOT THE COMMON METHOD FOLLOWED BY THE MULTITUDE? AND WHO WOULD NOT SAY THAT THE PROMISE, "FOLLOW ME, AND I WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF MEN," HAD BEEN ACCOMPLISHED BY JESUS IN THE HISTORY OF HIS APOSTLES BY A SORT OF DIVINE POWER? AND TO THIS ALSO, PAUL, REFERRING IN TERMS OF COMMENDATION, AS WE HAVE STATED A LITTLE ABOVE, SAYS: "AND MY SPEECH AND MY PREACHING WAS NOT WITH ENTICING WORDS OF MAN'S WISDOM, BUT IN DEMONSTRATION OF THE SPIRIT AND OF POWER; THAT YOUR FAITH SHOULD NOT STAND IN THE WISDOM OF MEN, BUT IN THE POWER OF GOD." FOR, ACCORDING TO THE PREDICTIONS IN THE PROPHETS, FORETELLING THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL, "THE LORD GAVE THE WORD IN GREAT POWER TO THEM WHO PREACHED IT, EVEN THE KING OF THE POWERS OF THE BELOVED," IN ORDER THAT THE PROPHECY MIGHT BE FULFILLED WHICH SAID, "HIS WORDS SHALL RUN VERY SWIFTLY." AND WE SEE THAT "THE VOICE OF THE APOSTLES OF JESUS HAS GONE FORTH INTO ALL THE EARTH, AND THEIR WORDS TO THE END OF THE WORLD," ON THIS ACCOUNT ARE THEY WHO HEAR THE WORD POWERFULLY PROCLAIMED FILLED WITH POWER, WHICH THEY MANIFEST BOTH BY THEIR DISPOSITIONS AND THEIR LIVES, AND BY STRUGGLING EVEN TO DEATH ON BEHALF OF THE TRUTH; WHILE SOME ARE ALTOGETHER EMPTY, ALTHOUGH THEY PROFESS TO BELIEVE IN GOD THROUGH JESUS, INASMUCH AS, NOT POSSESSING ANY DIVINE POWER, THEY HAVE THE APPEARANCE ONLY OF BEING CONVERTED TO THE WORD OF GOD. AND ALTHOUGH I HAVE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED A GOSPEL DECLARATION UTTERED BY THE SAVIOUR, I SHALL NEVERTHELESS QUOTE IT AGAIN, AS APPROPRIATE TO THE PRESENT OCCASION, AS IT CONFIRMS BOTH THE DIVINE MANIFESTATION OF OUR SAVIOUR'S FOREKNOWLEDGE REGARDING THE PREACHING OF HIS GOSPEL, AND THE POWER OF HIS WORD, WHICH WITHOUT THE AID OF TEACHERS GAINS THE MASTERY OVER THOSE WHO YIELD THEIR ASSENT TO PERSUASION ACCOMPANIED WITH DIVINE POWER; AND THE WORDS OF JESUS REFERRED TO ARE, "THE HARVEST IS PLENTEOUS, BUT THE LABOURERS ARE FEW; PRAY YE THEREFORE THE LORD OF THE HARVEST, THAT HE WILL SEND FORTH LABOURERS INTO HIS HARVEST." 
CHAP. LXIII. 
AND SINCE CELSUS HAS TERMED THE APOSTLES OF JESUS MEN OF INFAMOUS NOTORIETY, SAYING THAT THEY WERE TAX-GATHERERS AND SAILORS OF THE VILEST CHARACTER, WE HAVE TO REMARK, WITH RESPECT TO THIS CHARGE, THAT HE SEEMS, IN ORDER TO BRING AN ACCUSATION AGAINST CHRISTIANITY, TO BELIEVE THE GOSPEL ACCOUNTS ONLY WHERE HE PLEASES, AND TO EXPRESS HIS DISBELIEF OF THEM, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY NOT BE FORCED TO ADMIT THE MANIFESTATIONS OF DIVINITY RELATED IN THESE SAME BOOKS; WHEREAS ONE WHO SEES THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH BY WHICH THE WRITERS ARE INFLUENCED, OUGHT, FROM THEIR NARRATION OF THINGS OF INFERIOR IMPORTANCE, TO BELIEVE ALSO THE ACCOUNT OF DIVINE THINGS. NOW IN THE GENERAL EPISTLE OF BARNABAS, FROM WHICH PERHAPS CELSUS TOOK THE STATEMENT THAT THE APOSTLES WERE NOTORIOUSLY WICKED MEN, IT IS RECORDED THAT "JESUS SELECTED HIS OWN APOSTLES, AS PERSONS WHO WERE MORE-GUILTY OF SIN THAN ALL OTHER EVILDOERS." AND IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE, PETER SAYS TO JESUS, "DEPART FROM ME, O LORD, FOR I AM A SINFUL MAN." MOREOVER, PAUL, WHO HIMSELF ALSO AT A LATER TIME BECAME AN APOSTLE OF JESUS, SAYS IN HIS EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY, "THIS IS A FAITHFUL SAYING, THAT JESUS CHRIST CAME INTO, THE WORLD TO SAVE SINNERS, OF WHOM I AM THE CHIEF." AND I DO NOT KNOW HOW CELSUS SHOULD HAVE FORGOTTEN OR NOT HAVE THOUGHT OF SAYING SOMETHING ABOUT PAUL, THE FOUNDER, AFTER JESUS, OF THE CHURCHES THAT ARE IN CHRIST. HE SAW, PROBABLY, THAT ANYTHING HE MIGHT SAY ABOUT THAT APOSTLE WOULD REQUIRE TO BE EXPLAINED, IN CONSISTENCY WITH THE FACT THAT, AFTER BEING A PERSECUTOR OF THE CHURCH OF GOD, AND A BITTER OPPONENT OF BELIEVERS, WHO WENT SO FAR EVEN AS TO DELIVER OVER THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS TO DEATH, SO GREAT A CHANGE AFTERWARDS PASSED OVER HIM, THAT HE PREACHED THE GOSPEL OF JESUS FROM JERUSALEM ROUND ABOUT TO ILLYRICUM, AND WAS AMBITIOUS TO CARRY THE GLAD TIDINGS WHERE HE NEEDED NOT TO BUILD UPON ANOTHER MAN'S FOUNDATION, BUT TO PLACES WHERE THE GOSPEL OF GOD IN CHRIST HAD NOT BEEN PROCLAIMED AT ALL. WHAT ABSURDITY, THEREFORE, IS THERE, IF JESUS, DESIRING TO MANIFEST TO THE HUMAN RACE THE POWER WHICH HE POSSESSES TO HEAL SOULS, SHOULD HAVE SELECTED NOTORIOUS AND WICKED MEN, AND SHOULD HAVE RAISED THEM TO SUCH A DEGREE OF MORAL EXCELLENCE, THAT THEY, BECAME A PATTERN OF THE PUREST VIRTUE TO ALL WHO WERE CONVERTED BY THEIR INSTRUMENTALITY TO THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST? 
CHAP. LXIV. 
BUT IF WE WERE TO REPROACH THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CONVERTED WITH THEIR FORMER LIVES, THEN WE WOULD HAVE OCCASION TO ACCUSE PHAEDO ALSO, EVEN AFTER HE BECAME A PHILOSOPHER; SINCE, AS THE HISTORY RELATES, HE WAS DRAWN AWAY BY SOCRATES FROM A HOUSE OF BAD FAME TO THE PURSUITS OF PHILOSOPHY. NAY, EVEN THE LICENTIOUS LIFE OF POLEMO, THE SUCCESSOR OF XENOCRATES, WILL BE A SUBJECT OF REPROACH TO PHILOSOPHY; WHEREAS EVEN IN THESE INSTANCES WE OUGHT TO REGARD IT AS A GROUND OF PRAISE, THAT REASONING WAS ENABLED, BY THE PERSUASIVE POWER OF THESE MEN, TO CONVERT FROM THE PRACTICE OF SUCH VICES THOSE WHO HAD BEEN FORMERLY ENTANGLED BY THEM. NOW AMONG THE GREEKS THERE WAS ONLY ONE PHAEDO, I KNOW, NOT IF THERE WERE A SECOND, AND ONE POLEMO, WHO BETOOK THEMSELVES TO PHILOSOPHY, AFTER A LICENTIOUS AND MOST WICKED LIFE; WHILE WITH JESUS THERE WERE NOT ONLY AT THE TIME WE SPEAK OF, THE TWELVE DISCIPLES, BUT MANY MORE AT ALL TIMES, WHO, BECOMING A BAND OF TEMPERATE MEN, SPEAK IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS OF THEIR FORMER LIVES: "FOR WE OURSELVES ALSO WERE SOMETIMES FOOLISH, DISOBEDIENT, DECEIVED, SERVING DIVERS LUSTS AND PLEASURES, LIVING IN MALICE AND ENVY, HATEFUL, AND HATING ONE ANOTHER. BUT AFTER THAT THE KINDNESS AND LOVE OF GOD OUR SAVIOUR TOWARDS MAN APPEARED, BY THE WASHING OF REGENERATION, AND RENEWING OF THE HOLY GHOST, WHICH HE SHED UPON US RICHLY," WE BECAME SUCH AS WE ARE. FOR "GOD SENT FORTH HIS WORD AND HEALED THEM, AND DELIVERED THEM FROM THEIR DESTRUCTIONS," AS THE PROPHET TAUGHT IN THE BOOK OF PSALMS. AND IN ADDITION TO WHAT HAS BEEN ALREADY SAID, I WOULD ADD THE FOLLOWING: THAT CHRYSIPPUS, IN HIS TREATISE ON THE CURE OF THE PASSIONS, IN HIS ENDEAVOURS TO RESTRAIN THE PASSIONS OF THE HUMAN SOUL, NOT PRETENDING TO DETERMINE WHAT OPINIONS ARE THE TRUE ONES, SAYS THAT ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLES OF THE DIFFERENT SECTS ARE THOSE TO BE CURED WHO HAVE BEEN BROUGHT UNDER THE DOMINION OF THE PASSIONS, AND CONTINUES: "AND IF PLEASURE BE AN END, THEN BY IT MUST THE PASSIONS BE HEALED; AND IF THERE BE THREE KINDS OF CHIEF BLESSINGS, STILL, ACCORDING TO THIS DOCTRINE, IT IS IN THE SAME WAY THAT THOSE ARE TO BE FREED FROM THEIR PASSIONS WHO ARE UNDER THEIR DOMINION;" WHEREAS THE ASSAILANTS OF CHRISTIANITY DO NOT SEE IN HOW MANY PERSONS THE PASSIONS HAVE BEEN BROUGHT UNDER RESTRAINT, AND THE FLOOD OF WICKEDNESS CHECKED, AND SAVAGE MANNERS SOFTENED, BY MEANS OF THE GOSPEL. SO THAT IT WELL BECAME THOSE WHO ARE EVER BOASTING OF THEIR ZEAL FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD, TO MAKE A PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THEIR THANKS TO THAT DOCTRINE WHICH BY A NEW METHOD LED MEN TO ABANDON MANY VICES, AND TO BEAR THEIR TESTIMONY AT LEAST TO IT, THAT EVEN THOUGH NOT THE TRUTH, IT HAS AT ALL EVENTS BEEN PRODUCTIVE OF BENEFIT TO THE HUMAN RACE. 
CHAP. LXV. 
AND SINCE JESUS, IN TEACHING HIS DISCIPLES NOT TO BE GUILTY OF RASHNESS, GAVE THEM THE PRECEPT. "IF THEY PERSECUTE YOU IN THIS CITY, FLEE YE INTO ANOTHER; AND IF THEY PERSECUTE YOU IN THE OTHER, FLEE AGAIN INTO A THIRD," TO WHICH TEACHING HE ADDED THE EXAMPLE OF A CONSISTENT LIFE, ACTING SO AS NOT TO EXPOSE HIMSELF TO DANGER RASHLY, OR UNSEASONABLY, OR WITHOUT GOOD GROUNDS; FROM THIS CELSUS TAKES OCCASION TO BRING A MALICIOUS AND SLANDEROUS ACCUSATION,--THE JEW WHOM HE BRINGS FORWARD SAYING TO JESUS, "IN COMPANY WITH YOUR DISCIPLES YOU GO AND HIDE YOURSELF IN DIFFERENT PLACES." NOW SIMILAR TO WHAT HAS THUS BEEN MADE THE GROUND OF A SLANDEROUS CHARGE AGAINST JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES, DO WE SAY WAS THE CONDUCT RECORDED OF ARISTOTLE. THIS PHILOSOPHER, SEEING THAT A COURT WAS ABOUT TO BE SUMMONED TO TRY HIM, ON THE GROUND OF HIS BEING GUILTY OF IMPIETY ON ACCOUNT OF CERTAIN OF HIS PHILOSOPHICAL TENETS WHICH THE ATHENIANS REGARDED AS IMPIOUS, WITHDREW FROM ATHENS, AND FIXED HIS SCHOOL IN CHALCIS, DEFENDING HIS COURSE OF PROCEDURE TO HIS FRIENDS BY SAYING, "LET US DEPART FROM ATHENS, THAT WE MAY NOT GIVE THE ATHENIANS A HANDLE FOR INCURRING GUILT A SECOND TIME, AS FORMERLY IN THE CASE OF SOCRATES, AND SO PREVENT THEM FROM COMMITTING A SECOND ACT OF IMPIETY AGAINST PHILOSOPHY." HE FURTHER SAYS, "THAT JESUS WENT ABOUT WITH HIS DISCIPLES, AND OBTAINED HIS LIVELIHOOD IN A DISGRACEFUL AND IMPORTUNATE MANNER." LET HIM SHOW WHEREIN LAY THE DISGRACEFUL AND IMPORTUNATE ELEMENT IN THEIR MANNER OF SUBSISTENCE. FOR IT IS RELATED IN THE GOSPELS, THAT THERE WERE CERTAIN WOMEN WHO HAD BEEN HEALED OF THEIR DISEASES, AMONG WHOM ALSO WAS SUSANNA, WHO FROM THEIR OWN POSSESSIONS AFFORDED THE DISCIPLES THE MEANS OF SUPPORT. AND WHO IS THERE AMONG PHILOSOPHERS, THAT, WHEN DEVOTING HIMSELF TO THE SERVICE OF HIS ACQUAINTANCES, IS NOT IN THE HABIT OF RECEIVING FROM THEM WHAT IS NEEDFUL FOR HIS WANTS? OR IS IT ONLY IN THEM THAT SUCH ACTS ARE PROPER AND BECOMING; BUT WHEN THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS DO THE SAME, THEY ARE ACCUSED BY CELSUS OF OBTAINING THEIR LIVELIHOOD BY DISGRACEFUL IMPORTUNITY? 
CHAP. LXVI. 
AND IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE, THIS JEW OF CELSUS AFTERWARDS ADDRESSES JESUS: "WHAT NEED, MOREOVER, WAS THERE THAT YOU, WHILE STILL AN INFANT, SHOULD BE CONVEYED INTO EGYPT? WAS IT TO ESCAPE BEING MURDERED? BUT THEN IT WAS NOT LIKELY THAT A GOD SHOULD BE AFRAID OF DEATH; AND YET AN ANGEL CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, COMMANDING YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS TO FLEE, LEST YE SHOULD BE CAPTURED AND PUT TO DEATH! AND WAS NOT THE GREAT GOD, WHO HAD ALREADY SENT TWO ANGELS ON YOUR ACCOUNT, ABLE TO KEEP YOU, HIS ONLY SON, THERE IN SAFETY?" FROM THESE WORDS CELSUS SEEMS TO THINK THAT THERE WAS NO ELEMENT OF DIVINITY IN THE HUMAN BODY AND SOUL OF JESUS, BUT THAT HIS BODY WAS NOT EVEN SUCH AS IS DESCRIBED IN THE FABLES OF HOMER; AND WITH A TAUNT ALSO AT THE BLOOD OF JESUS WHICH WAS SHED UPON THE CROSS, HE ADDS THAT IT WAS NOT "ICHOR, SUCH AS FLOWS IN THE VEINS OF THE BLESSED GODS." WE NOW, BELIEVING JESUS HIMSELF, WHEN HE SAYS RESPECTING HIS DIVINITY, "I AM THE WAY, AND THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE," AND EMPLOYS OTHER TERMS OF SIMILAR IMPORT; AND WHEN HE SAYS RESPECTING HIS BEING CLOTHED WITH A HUMAN BODY, "AND NOW YE SEEK TO KILL ME, A MAN THAT HATH TOLD YOU THE TRUTH," CONCLUDE THAT HE WAS A KIND OF COMPOUND BEING. AND SO, IT BECAME HIM WHO WAS MAKING PROVISION FOR HIS SOJOURNING IN THE WORLD AS A HUMAN BEING, NOT TO EXPOSE HIMSELF UNSEASONABLY TO THE DANGER OF DEATH. AND IN LIKE MANNER IT WAS NECESSARY THAT HE SHOULD BE TAKEN AWAY BY HIS PARENTS, ACTING UNDER THE INSTRUCTIONS OF AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN, WHO COMMUNICATED TO THEM THE DIVINE WILL, SAYING ON THE FIRST OCCASION, "JOSEPH, THOU SON OF DAVID, FEAR NOT TO TAKE UNTO THEE MARY THY WIFE; FOR THAT WHICH IS CONCEIVED IN HER IS OF THE HOLY GHOST;" AND ON THE SECOND, "ARISE, AND TAKE THE YOUNG CHILD, AND HIS MOTHER, AND FLEE INTO EGYPT; AND BE THOU THERE UNTIL I BRING THEE WORD: FOR HEROD WILL SEEK THE YOUNG CHILD TO DESTROY HIM." NOW, WHAT IS RECORDED IN THESE WORDS APPEARS TO ME TO BE NOT AT ALL MARVELOUS. FOR IN EITHER PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE IT IS STATED THAT IT WAS IN A DREAM THAT THE ANGEL SPOKE THESE WORDS; AND THAT IN A DREAM, CERTAIN PERSONS MAY HAVE CERTAIN THINGS POINTED OUT TO THEM TO DO, IS AN EVENT OF FREQUENT OCCURRENCE TO MANY INDIVIDUALS, THE IMPRESSION ON THE MIND BEING PRODUCED EITHER BY AN ANGEL OR BY SOME OTHER THING. WHERE, THEN, IS THE ABSURDITY IN BELIEVING THAT HE WHO HAD ONCE BECOME INCARNATE, SHOULD BE LED ALSO BY HUMAN GUIDANCE TO KEEP OUT OF THE WAY OF DANGERS? NOT INDEED FROM ANY IMPOSSIBILITY THAT IT SHOULD BE OTHERWISE, BUT FROM THE MORAL FITNESS THAT WAYS AND MEANS SHOULD BE MADE USE OF TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF JESUS. AND IT WAS CERTAINLY BETTER THAT THE CHILD JESUS SHOULD ESCAPE THE SNARE OF HEROD, AND SHOULD RESIDE WITH HIS PARENTS IN EGYPT UNTIL THE DEATH OF THE CONSPIRATOR, THAN THAT DIVINE PROVIDENCE SHOULD HINDER THE FREE-WILL OF HEROD IN HIS WISH TO PUT THE CHILD TO DEATH, OR THAT THE FABLED POETIC HELMET OF HADES SHOULD HAVE BEEN EMPLOYED, OR ANYTHING OF A SIMILAR KIND DONE WITH RESPECT TO JESUS, OR THAT THEY WHO CAME TO DESTROY HIM SHOULD HAVE BEEN SMITTEN WITH BLINDNESS LIKE THE PEOPLE OF SODOM. FOR THE SENDING OF HELP TO HIM IN A VERY MIRACULOUS AND UNNECESSARILY PUBLIC MANNER, WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN OF ANY SERVICE TO HIM WHO, WISHED TO SHOW THAT AS A MAN, TO WHOM WITNESS WAS BORNE BY GOD, HE POSSESSED WITHIN THAT FORM WHICH WAS SEEN BY THE EYES OF MEN SOME HIGHER ELEMENT OF DIVINITY,--THAT WHICH WAS PROPERLY THE SON OF GOD--GOD THE WORD--THE POWER OF GOD, AND THE WISDOM OF GOD--HE WHO IS CALLED THE CHRIST. BUT THIS IS NOT A SUITABLE OCCASION FOR DISCUSSING THE COMPOSITE NATURE OF THE INCARNATE JESUS; THE INVESTIGATION INTO SUCH A SUBJECT BEING FOR BELIEVERS, SO TO SPEAK, A SORT OF PRIVATE QUESTION. 
CHAP. LXVII. 
AFTER THE ABOVE, THIS JEW OF CELSUS, AS IF HE WERE A GREEK WHO LOVED LEARNING, AND WERE WELL INSTRUCTED IN GREEK LITERATURE, CONTINUES: "THE OLD MYTHOLOGICAL FABLES, WHICH ATTRIBUTED A DIVINE ORIGIN TO PERSEUS, AND AMPHION, AND ABACUS, AND MINOS, WERE NOT BELIEVED BY US. NEVERTHELESS, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT APPEAR UNWORTHY OF CREDIT, THEY REPRESENTED THE DEEDS OF THESE PERSONAGES AS GREAT AND WONDERFUL, AND TRULY BEYOND THE POWER OF MAN; BUT WHAT HAST THOU DONE THAT IS NOBLE OR WONDERFUL EITHER IN DEED OR IN WORD? THOU HAST MADE NO MANIFESTATION TO US, ALTHOUGH THEY CHALLENGED YOU IN THE TEMPLE TO EXHIBIT SOME UNMISTAKABLE SIGN THAT YOU WERE THE SON OF GOD." IN REPLY TO WHICH WE HAVE TO SAY LET THE GREEKS SHOW TO US, AMONG THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN ENUMERATED, ANY ONE WHOSE DEEDS HAVE BEEN MARKED BY A UTILITY AND SPLENDOR EXTENDING TO AFTER GENERATIONS, AND WHICH HAVE BEEN SO GREAT AS TO PRODUCE A BELIEF IN THE FABLES WHICH REPRESENTED THEM AS OF DIVINE DESCENT. BUT THESE GREEKS CAN SHOW US NOTHING REGARDING THOSE MEN OF WHOM THEY SPEAK, WHICH IS EVEN INFERIOR BY A GREAT DEGREE TO WHAT JESUS DID; UNLESS THEY TAKE US BACK TO THEIR FABLES AND HISTORIES, WISHING US TO BELIEVE THEM WITHOUT ANY REASONABLE GROUNDS, AND TO DISCREDIT THE GOSPEL ACCOUNTS EVEN AFTER THE CLEAREST EVIDENCE. FOR WE ASSERT THAT THE WHOLE HABITABLE WORLD CONTAINS EVIDENCE OF THE WORKS OF JESUS, IN THE EXISTENCE OF THOSE CHURCHES OF GOD WHICH HAVE BEEN FOUNDED THROUGH HIM BY THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CONVERTED FROM THE PRACTICE OF INNUMERABLE SINS. AND THE NAME OF JESUS CAN STILL REMOVE DISTRACTIONS FROM THE MINDS OF MEN, AND EXPEL DEMONS, AND ALSO TAKE AWAY DISEASES; AND PRODUCE A MARVELOUS MEEKNESS OF SPIRIT AND COMPLETE CHANGE OF CHARACTER, AND A HUMANITY, AND GOODNESS, AND GENTLENESS IN THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO DO NOT FEIGN THEMSELVES TO BE CHRISTIANS FOR THE SAKE OF SUBSISTENCE OR THE SUPPLY OF ANY MORTAL WANTS, BUT WHO HAVE HONESTLY ACCEPTED THE DOCTRINE CONCERNING GOD AND CHRIST, AND THE JUDGMENT TO COME. 
CHAP. LXVIII. 
BUT AFTER THIS, CELSUS, HAVING A SUSPICION THAT THE GREAT WORKS PERFORMED BY JESUS, OF WHICH WE HAVE NAMED A FEW OUT OF A GREAT NUMBER, WOULD BE BROUGHT FORWARD TO VIEW, AFFECTS TO GRANT THAT THOSE STATEMENTS MAY BE TRUE WHICH ARE MADE REGARDING HIS CURES, OR HIS RESURRECTION, OR THE FEEDING OF A MULTITUDE WITH A FEW LOAVES, FROM WHICH MANY FRAGMENTS REMAINED OVER, OR THOSE OTHER STORIES WHICH CELSUS THINKS THE DISCIPLES HAVE RECORDED AS OF A MARVELOUS NATURE; AND HE ADDS: "WELL, LET US BELIEVE THAT THESE WERE ACTUALLY WROUGHT BY YOU." BUT THEN HE IMMEDIATELY COMPARES THEM TO THE TRICKS OF JUGGLERS, WHO PROFESS TO DO MORE WONDERFUL THINGS, AND TO THE FEATS PERFORMED BY THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN TAUGHT BY EGYPTIANS, WHO IN THE MIDDLE OF THE MARKET-PLACE, IN RETURN FOR A FEW OBOLS, WILL IMPART THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR MOST VENERATED ARTS, AND WILL EXPEL DEMONS FROM MEN, AND DISPEL DISEASES, AND INVOKE THE SOULS OF HEROES, AND EXHIBIT EXPENSIVE BANQUETS, AND TABLES, AND DISHES, AND DAINTIES HAVING NO REAL EXISTENCE, AND WHO WILL PUT IN MOTION, AS IF ALIVE, WHAT ARE NOT REALLY LIVING ANIMALS, BUT WHICH HAVE ONLY THE APPEARANCE OF LIFE. AND HE ASKS, "SINCE, THEN, THESE PERSONS CAN PERFORM SUCH FEATS, SHALL WE OF NECESSITY CONCLUDE THAT THEY ARE 'SONS OF GOD,' OR MUST WE ADMIT THAT THEY ARE THE PROCEEDINGS OF WICKED MEN UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF AN EVIL SPIRIT?" YOU SEE THAT BY THESE EXPRESSIONS HE ALLOWS, AS IT WERE, THE EXISTENCE OF MAGIC. I DO NOT KNOW, HOWEVER, IF HE IS THE SAME WHO WROTE SEVERAL BOOKS AGAINST IT. BUT, AS IT HELPED HIS PURPOSE, HE COMPARES THE (MIRACLES) RELATED OF JESUS TO THE RESULTS PRODUCED BY MAGIC. THERE WOULD INDEED BE A RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN THEM, IF JESUS, LIKE THE DEALERS IN MAGICAL ARTS, HAD PERFORMED HIS WORKS ONLY FOR SHOW; BUT NOW THERE IS NOT A SINGLE JUGGLER WHO, BY MEANS OF HIS PROCEEDINGS, INVITES HIS SPECTATORS TO REFORM THEIR MANNERS, OR TRAINS THOSE TO THE FEAR OF GOD WHO ARE AMAZED AT WHAT THEY SEE, NOR WHO TRIES TO PERSUADE THEM SO TO LIVE AS MEN WHO ARE TO BE JUSTIFIED BY GOD. AND JUGGLERS DO NONE OF THESE THINGS, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NEITHER THE POWER NOR THE WILL, NOR ANY DESIRE TO BUSY THEMSELVES ABOUT THE REFORMATION OF MEN, INASMUCH AS THEIR OWN LIVES ARE FULL OF THE GROSSEST AND MOST NOTORIOUS SINS. BUT HOW SHOULD NOT HE WHO, BY THE MIRACLES WHICH HE DID, INDUCED THOSE WHO BEHELD THE EXCELLENT RESULTS TO UNDERTAKE THE REFORMATION OF THEIR CHARACTERS, MANIFEST HIMSELF NOT ONLY TO HIS GENUINE DISCIPLES, BUT ALSO TO OTHERS, AS A PATTERN OF MOST VIRTUOUS LIFE, IN ORDER THAT HIS DISCIPLES MIGHT DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO THE WORK OF INSTRUCTING MEN IN THE WILL OF GOD, AND THAT THE OTHERS, AFTER BEING MORE FULLY INSTRUCTED BY HIS WORD AND CHARACTER THAN BY HIS MIRACLES, AS TO HOW THEY WERE TO DIRECT THEIR LIVES, MIGHT IN ALL THEIR CONDUCT HAVE A CONSTANT REFERENCE TO THE GOOD PLEASURE OF THE UNIVERSAL GOD? AND IF SUCH WERE THE LIFE OF JESUS, HOW COULD ANY ONE WITH REASON COMPARE HIM WITH THE SECT OF IMPOSTORS, AND NOT, ON THE CONTRARY, BELIEVE, ACCORDING TO THE PROMISE, THAT HE WAS GOD, WHO APPEARED IN HUMAN FORM TO DO GOOD TO OUR RACE? 
CHAP. LXIX. 
AFTER THIS, CELSUS, CONFUSING TOGETHER THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE AND THE OPINIONS OF SOME HERETICAL SECT, AND BRINGING THEM FORWARD AS CHARGES THAT WERE APPLICABLE TO ALL WHO BELIEVE IN THE DIVINE WORD, SAYS: "SUCH A BODY AS YOURS COULD NOT HAVE BELONGED TO GOD." NOW, IN ANSWER TO THIS, WE HAVE TO SAY THAT JESUS, ON ENTERING INTO THE WORLD, ASSUMED, AS ONE BORN OF A WOMAN, A HUMAN BODY, AND ONE WHICH WAS CAPABLE OF SUFFERING A NATURAL DEATH. FOR WHICH REASON, IN ADDITION TO OTHERS, WE SAY THAT HE WAS ALSO A GREAT WRESTLER; HAVING, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS HUMAN BODY, BEEN TEMPTED IN ALL RESPECTS LIKE OTHER MEN, BUT NO LONGER AS MEN, WITH SIN AS A CONSEQUENCE, BUT BEING ALTOGETHER WITHOUT SIN. FOR IT IS DISTINCTLY CLEAR TO US THAT "HE DID NO SIN, NEITHER WAS GUILE FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; AND AS ONE WHO KNEW NO SIN," GOD DELIVERED HIM UP AS PURE FOR ALL WHO HAD SINNED. THEN CELSUS SAYS: "THE BODY OF GOD WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN SO GENERATED AS YOU, O JESUS, WERE." HE SAW, BESIDES, THAT IF, AS IT IS WRITTEN, IT HAD BEEN BORN, HIS BODY SOMEHOW MIGHT BE EVEN MORE DIVINE THAN THAT OF THE MULTITUDE, AND IN A CERTAIN SENSE A BODY OF GOD. BUT HE DISBELIEVES THE ACCOUNTS OF HIS CONCEPTION BY THE HOLY GHOST, AND BELIEVES THAT HE WAS BEGOTTEN BY ONE PANTHERA, WHO CORRUPTED THE VIRGIN, "BECAUSE A GOD'S BODY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN SO GENERATED AS YOU WERE." BUT WE HAVE SPOKEN OF THESE MATTERS AT GREATER LENGTH IN THE PRECEDING PAGES. 
CHAP. LXX. 
HE ASSERTS, MOREOVER, THAT "THE BODY OF A GOD IS NOT NOURISHED WITH SUCH FOOD (AS WAS THAT OF JESUS)," SINCE HE IS ABLE TO PROVE FROM. THE GOSPEL NARRATIVES BOTH THAT HE PARTOOK OF FOOD, AND FOOD OF A PARTICULAR KIND. WELL, BE IT SO. LET HIM ASSERT THAT HE ATE THE PASSOVER WITH HIS DISCIPLES, WHEN HE NOT ONLY USED THE WORDS, "WITH DESIRE HAVE I DESIRED TO EAT THIS PASSOVER WITH YOU," BUT ALSO ACTUALLY PARTOOK OF THE SAME. AND LET HIM SAY ALSO, THAT HE EXPERIENCED THE SENSATION OF THIRST BESIDE THE WELL OF JACOB, AND DRANK OF THE WATER OF THE WELL. IN WHAT RESPECT DO THESE FACTS MILITATE AGAINST WHAT WE HAVE SAID RESPECTING THE NATURE OF HIS BODY? MOREOVER, IT APPEARS INDUBITABLE THAT AFTER HIS RESURRECTION HE ATE A PIECE OF FISH; FOR, ACCORDING TO OUR VIEW, HE ASSUMED A (TRUE) BODY, AS ONE BORN OF A WOMAN. "BUT," OBJECTS CELSUS, "THE BODY OF A GOD DOES NOT MAKE USE OF SUCH A VOICE AS THAT OF JESUS, NOR EMPLOY SUCH A METHOD OF PERSUASION AS HE." THESE ARE, INDEED, TRIFLING AND ALTOGETHER CONTEMPTIBLE OBJECTIONS. FOR OUR REPLY TO HIM WILL BE, THAT HE WHO IS BELIEVED AMONG THE GREEKS TO BE A GOD, VIZ., THE PYTHIAN AND DIDYMEAN APOLLO, MAKES USE OF SUCH A VOICE FOR HIS PYTHIAN PRIESTESS AT DELPHI, AND FOR HIS PROPHETESS AT MILETUS; AND YET NEITHER THE PYTHIAN NOR DIDYMEAN IS CHARGED BY THE GREEKS WITH NOT BEING A GOD, NOR ANY OTHER GRECIAN DEITY WHOSE WORSHIP IS ESTABLISHED IN ONE PLACE. AND IT WAS FAR BETTER, SURELY, THAT A GOD SHOULD EMPLOY A VOICE WHICH, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS BEING UTTERED WITH POWER, SHOULD PRODUCE AN INDESCRIBABLE SORT OF PERSUASION IN THE MINDS OF THE HEARERS. 
CHAP. LXXI. 
CONTINUING TO POUR ABUSE UPON JESUS AS ONE WHO, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS IMPIETY AND WICKED OPINIONS, WAS, SO TO SPEAK, HATED BY GOD, HE ASSERTS THAT "THESE TENETS OF HIS WERE THOSE OF A WICKED AND GOD-HATED SORCERER." AND YET, IF THE NAME AND THE THING BE PROPERLY EXAMINED, IT WILL BE FOUND AN IMPOSSIBILITY THAT MAN SHOULD BE HATED BY GOD, SEEING GOD LOVES ALL EXISTING THINGS, AND "HATETH NOTHING OF WHAT HE HAS MADE," FOR HE CREATED NOTHING IN A SPIRIT OF HATRED. AND IF CERTAIN EXPRESSIONS IN THE PROPHETS CONVEY SUCH AN IMPRESSION, THEY ARE TO BE INTERPRETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GENERAL PRINCIPLE BY WHICH SCRIPTURE EMPLOYS SUCH LANGUAGE WITH REGARD TO GOD AS IF HE WERE SUBJECT TO HUMAN AFFECTIONS. BUT WHAT REPLY NEED BE MADE TO HIM WHO, WHILE PROFESSING TO BRING FOREWARD CREDIBLE STATEMENTS, THINKS HIMSELF BOUND TO MAKE USE OF CALUMNIES AND SLANDERS AGAINST JESUS, AS IF HE WERE A WICKED SORCERER? SUCH IS NOT THE PROCEDURE OF ONE WHO SEEKS TO MAKE GOOD HIS CASE, BUT OF ONE WHO IS IN AN IGNORANT AND UNPHILOSOPHICAL STATE OF MIND, INASMUCH AS THE PROPER COURSE IS TO STATE THE CASE, AND CANDIDLY TO INVESTIGATE IT; AND, ACCORDING TO THE BEST OF HIS ABILITY, TO BRING FORWARD WHAT OCCURS TO HIM WITH REGARD TO IT. BUT AS THE JEW OF CELSUS HAS, WITH THE ABOVE REMARKS, BROUGHT TO A CLOSE HIS CHARGES AGAINST JESUS, SO WE ALSO SHALL HERE BRING TO A TERMINATION THE CONTENTS OF OUR FIRST BOOK IN REPLY TO HIM. AND IF GOD BESTOW THE GIFT OF THAT TRUTH WHICH DESTROYS ALL FALSEHOOD, AGREEABLY TO THE WORDS OF THE PRAYER, "CUT THEM OFF IN THY TRUTH," WE SHALL BEGIN, IN WHAT FOLLOWS, THE CONSIDERATION OF THE SECOND APPEARANCE OF THE JEW, IN WHICH HE IS REPRESENTED BY CELSUS AS ADDRESSING THOSE WHO HAVE BECOME CONVERTS TO JESUS. 
ORIGEN: CONTRA CELSUM - BOOK 2
BOOK II.
CHAP. I. 
THE FIRST BOOK OF OUR ANSWER TO THE TREATISE OF CELSUS, ENTITLED A TRUE DISCOURSE, WHICH CON-ELUDED WITH THE REPRESENTATION OF THE JEW ADDRESSING JESUS, HAVING NOW EXTENDED TO A SUFFICIENT LENGTH, WE INTEND THE PRESENT PART AS A REPLY TO THE CHARGES BROUGHT BY HIM AGAINST THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CONVERTED FROM JUDAISM TO CHRISTIANITY. AND WE CALL ATTENTION, IN THE FIRST PLACE, TO THIS SPECIAL QUESTION, VIZ., WHY CELSUS, WHEN HE HAD ONCE RESOLVED UPON THE INTRODUCTION OF INDIVIDUALS UPON THE STAGE OF HIS BOOK, DID NOT REPRESENT THE JEW AS ADDRESSING THE CONVERTS FROM HEATHENISM RATHER THAN THOSE FROM JUDAISM, SEEING THAT HIS DISCOURSE, IF DIRECTED TO US, WOULD HAVE APPEARED MORE LIKELY TO PRODUCE AN IMPRESSION. BUT PROBABLY THIS CLAIMANT TO UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE DOES NOT KNOW WHAT IS APPROPRIATE IN THE MATTER OF SUCH REPRESENTATIONS; AND THEREFORE, LET US PROCEED TO CONSIDER WHAT HE HAS TO SAY TO THE CONVERTS FROM JUDAISM. HE ASSERTS THAT "THEY HAVE FORSAKEN THE LAW OF THEIR FATHERS, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR MINDS BEING LED CAPTIVE BY JESUS; THAT THEY HAVE BEEN MOST RIDICULOUSLY DECEIVED, AND THAT THEY HAVE BECOME DESERTERS TO ANOTHER NAME AND TO ANOTHER MODE OF LIFE." HERE HE HAS NOT OBSERVED THAT THE JEWISH CONVERTS HAVE NOT DESERTED THE LAW OF THEIR FATHERS, INASMUCH AS THEY LIVE ACCORDING TO ITS PRESCRIPTIONS, RECEIVING THEIR VERY NAME FROM THE POVERTY OF THE LAW, ACCORDING TO THE LITERAL ACCEPTATION OF THE WORD; FOR EBION SIGNIFIES "POOR" AMONG THE JEWS, AND THOSE JEWS WHO HAVE RECEIVED JESUS AS CHRIST ARE CALLED BY THE NAME OF EBIONITES. NAY, PETER HIMSELF SEEMS TO HAVE OBSERVED FOR A CONSIDERABLE TIME THE JEWISH OBSERVANCES ENJOINED BY THE LAW OF MOSES, NOT HAVING YET LEARNED FROM JESUS TO ASCEND FROM THE LAW THAT IS REGULATED ACCORDING TO THE LETTER, TO THAT WHICH IS INTERPRETED ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT, A FACT WHICH WE LEARN FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. FOR ON THE DAY AFTER THE ANGEL OF GOD APPEARED TO CORNELIUS, SUGGESTING TO HIM "TO SEND TO JOPPA, TO SIMON SURNAMED PETER," PETER "WENT UP INTO THE UPPER ROOM TO PRAY ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR. AND HE BECAME VERY HUNGRY, AND WOULD HAVE EATEN: BUT WHILE THEY MADE READY, HE FELL INTO A TRANCE, AND SAW HEAVEN OPENED, AND A CERTAIN VESSEL DESCENDING UNTO HIM, AS IT HAD BEEN A GREAT SHEET KNIT AT THE FOUR CORNERS, AND LET DOWN TO THE EARTH; WHEREIN WERE ALL MANNER OF FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS, AND CREEPING THINGS OF THE EARTH, AND FOWLS OF THE AIR. AND THERE CAME A VOICE TO HIM, RISE, PETER; KILL, AND EAT. BUT PETER SAID, NOT SO, LORD; FOR I HAVE NEVER EATEN ANYTHING THAT IS COMMON OR UNCLEAN. AND THE VOICE SPOKE UNTO HIM AGAIN THE SECOND TIME, WHAT GOD HATH CLEANSED, THAT CALL THOU NOT COMMON." NOW OBSERVE HOW, BY THIS INSTANCE, PETER IS REPRESENTED AS STILL OBSERVING THE JEWISH CUSTOMS RESPECTING CLEAN AND UNCLEAN ANIMALS. AND FROM THE NARRATIVE THAT FOLLOWS, IT IS MANIFEST THAT HE, AS BEING YET A JEW, AND LIVING ACCORDING TO THEIR TRADITIONS, AND DESPISING THOSE WHO WERE BEYOND THE PALE OF JUDAISM, STOOD IN NEED OF A VISION TO LEAD HIM TO COMMUNICATE TO CORNELIUS (WHO WAS NOT AN ISRAELITE ACCORDING TO THE FLESH), AND TO THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM, THE WORD OF FAITH. MOREOVER, IN THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS, PAUL STATES THAT PETER, STILL FROM FEAR OF THE JEWS, CEASED UPON THE ARRIVAL OF JAMES TO EAT WITH THE GENTILES, AND "SEPARATED HIMSELF FROM THEM, FEARING THEM THAT WERE OF THE CIRCUMCISION;" AND THE REST OF THE JEWS, AND BARNABAS ALSO, FOLLOWED THE SAME COURSE. AND CERTAINLY, IT WAS QUITE CONSISTENT THAT THOSE SHOULD NOT ABSTAIN FROM THE OBSERVANCE OF JEWISH USAGES WHO WERE SENT TO MINISTER TO THE CIRCUMCISION, WHEN THEY WHO "SEEMED TO BE PILLARS" GAVE THE RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP TO PAUL AND BARNABAS, IN ORDER THAT, WHILE DEVOTING THEMSELVES TO THE CIRCUMCISION, THE LATTER MIGHT PREACH TO THE GENTILES. AND WHY DO I MENTION THAT THEY WHO PREACHED TO THE CIRCUMCISION WITHDREW AND SEPARATED THEMSELVES FROM THE HEATHEN, WHEN EVEN PAUL HIMSELF "BECAME AS A JEW TO THE JEWS, THAT HE MIGHT GAIN THE JEWS?" WHEREFORE ALSO IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IT IS RELATED THAT HE EVEN BROUGHT AN OFFERING TO THE ALTAR, THAT HE MIGHT SATISFY THE JEWS THAT HE WAS NO APOSTATE FROM THEIR LAW. NOW, IF CELSUS HAD BEEN ACQUAINTED WITH ALL THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, HE WOULD NOT HAVE REPRESENTED THE JEW HOLDING SUCH LANGUAGE AS THIS TO THE CONVERTS FROM JUDAISM: "WHAT INDUCED YOU, MY FELLOW-CITIZENS, TO ABANDON THE LAW OF YOUR FATHERS, AND TO ALLOW YOUR MINDS TO BE LED CAPTIVE BY HIM WITH WHOM WE HAVE JUST CONVERSED, AND THUS BE MOST RIDICULOUSLY DELUDED, SO AS TO BECOME DESERTERS FROM US TO ANOTHER NAME, AND TO THE PRACTICES OF ANOTHER LIFE?" 
CHAP. II. 
NOW, SINCE WE ARE UPON THE SUBJECT OF PETER, AND OF THE TEACHERS OF CHRISTIANITY TO THE CIRCUMCISION, I DO NOT DEEM IT OUT OF PLACE TO QUOTE A CERTAIN DECLARATION OF JESUS TAKEN FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN, AND TO GIVE THE EXPLANATION OF THE SAME. FOR IT IS THERE RELATED THAT JESUS SAID: "I HAVE YET MANY THINGS TO SAY UNTO YOU, BUT YE CANNOT BEAR THEM NOW. HOWBEIT WHEN HE, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, IS COME, HE WILL GUIDE YOU INTO ALL THE TRUTH: FOR HE SHALL NOT SPEAK OF HIMSELF; BUT WHATSOEVER HE SHALL HEAR, THAT SHALL HE SPEAK." AND WHEN WE INQUIRE WHAT WERE THE "MANY THINGS" REFERRED TO IN THE PASSAGE WHICH JESUS HAD TO SAY TO HIS DISCIPLES, BUT WHICH THEY WERE NOT THEN ABLE TO BEAR, I HAVE TO OBSERVE THAT, PROBABLY BECAUSE THE APOSTLES WERE JEWS, AND HAD BEEN TRAINED UP ACCORDING TO THE LETTER OF THE MOSAIC LAW, HE WAS UNABLE TO TELL THEM WHAT WAS THE TRUE LAW, AND HOW THE JEWISH WORSHIP CONSISTED IN THE PATTERN AND SHADOW OF CERTAIN HEAVENLY THINGS, AND HOW FUTURE BLESSINGS WERE FORESHADOWED BY THE INJUNCTIONS REGARDING MEATS AND DRINKS, AND FESTIVALS, AND NEW MOONS, AND SABBATHS. THESE WERE MANY OF THE SUBJECTS WHICH HE HAD TO EXPLAIN TO THEM; BUT AS HE SAW THAT IT WAS A WORK OF EXCEEDING DIFFICULTY TO ROOT OUT OF THE MIND OPINIONS THAT HAVE BEEN ALMOST BORN WITH A MAN, AND AMID WHICH HE HAS BEEN BROUGHT UP TILL HE REACHED THE PERIOD OF MATURITY, AND WHICH HAVE PRODUCED IN THOSE WHO HAVE ADOPTED THEM THE BELIEF THAT THEY ARE DIVINE, AND THAT IT IS AN ACT OF IMPIETY TO OVERTHROW THEM; AND TO DEMONSTRATE BY THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, THAT IS, BY THE TRUTH, IN A MANNER TO CONVINCE THE HEARERS, THAT SUCH OPINIONS WERE BUT "LOSS AND DUNG," HE POSTPONED SUCH A TASK TO A FUTURE SEASON--TO THAT, NAMELY, WHICH FOLLOWED HIS PASSION AND RESURRECTION. FOR THE BRINGING OF AID UNSEASONABLY TO THOSE WHO WERE NOT YET CAPABLE OF RECEIVING IT, MIGHT HAVE OVERTURNED THE IDEA WHICH THEY HAD ALREADY FORMED OF JESUS, AS THE CHRIST, AND THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD. AND SEE IF THERE IS NOT SOME WELL-GROUNDED REASON FOR SUCH A STATEMENT AS THIS, "I HAVE MANY THINGS TO SAY UNTO YOU, BUT YE CANNOT HEAR THEM NOW;" SEEING THERE ARE MANY POINTS IN THE LAW WHICH REQUIRE TO BE EXPLAINED AND CLEARED UP IN A SPIRITUAL SENSE, AND THESE THE DISCIPLES WERE IN A MANNER UNABLE TO BEAR, HAVING BEEN BORN AND BROUGHT UP AMONGST JEWS. I AM OF OPINION, MOREOVER, THAT SINCE THESE RITES WERE TYPICAL, AND THE TRUTH WAS THAT WHICH WAS TO BE TAUGHT THEM BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, THESE WORDS WERE ADDED, "WHEN HE IS COME WHO IS THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, HE WILL LEAD YOU INTO ALL THE TRUTH;" AS IF HE HAD SAID, INTO ALL THE TRUTH ABOUT THOSE THINGS WHICH, BEING TO YOU BUT TYPES, YE BELIEVED TO CONSTITUTE A TRUE WORSHIP WHICH YE RENDERED UNTO GOD. AND SO, ACCORDING TO THE PROMISE OF JESUS, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH CAME TO PETER, SAYING TO HIM, WITH REGARD TO THE FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS, AND CREEPING THINGS OF THE EARTH, AND FOWLS OF THE AIR: "ARISE, PETER; KILL, AND EAT." AND THE SPIRIT CAME TO HIM WHILE HE WAS STILL IN A STATE OF SUPERSTITIOUS IGNORANCE; FOR HE SAID, IN ANSWER TO THE DIVINE COMMAND, "NOT SO LORD; FOR I HAVE NEVER YET EATEN ANYTHING COMMON OR UNCLEAN." HE INSTRUCTED HIM, HOWEVER, IN THE TRUE AND SPIRITUAL MEANING OF MEATS, BY SAYING, "WHAT GOD HATH CLEANSED, THAT CALL NOT THOU COMMON." AND SO, AFTER THAT VISION, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, WHICH CONDUCTED PETER INTO ALL THE TRUTH, TOLD HIM THE MANY THINGS WHICH HE WAS UNABLE TO BEAR WHEN JESUS WAS STILL WITH HIM IN THE FLESH. BUT I SHALL HAVE ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY OF EXPLAINING THOSE MATTERS, WHICH ARE CONNECTED WITH THE LITERAL ACCEPTATION OF THE MOSAIC LAW. 
CHAP. III. 
OUR PRESENT OBJECT, HOWEVER, IS TO EXPOSE THE IGNORANCE OF CELSUS, WHO MAKES THIS JEW OF HIS ADDRESS HIS FELLOW-CITIZEN AND THE ISRAELITISH CONVERTS IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER: "WHAT INDUCED YOU TO ABANDON THE LAW OF YOUR FATHERS?" ETC. NOW, HOW SHOULD THEY HAVE ABANDONED THE LAW OF THEIR FATHERS, WHO ARE IN THE HABIT OF REBUKING THOSE WHO DO NOT LISTEN TO ITS COMMANDS, SAYING, "TELL ME, YE WHO READ THE LAW, DO YE NOT HEAR THE LAW? FOR IT IS WRITTEN, THAT ABRAHAM HAD TWO SONS;" AND SO ON, DOWN TO THE PLACE, "WHICH THINGS ARE AN ALLEGORY," ETC.? AND HOW HAVE THEY ABANDONED THE LAW OF THEIR FATHERS, WHO ARE EVER SPEAKING OF THE USAGES OF THEIR FATHERS IN SUCH WORDS AS THESE: "OR DOES NOT THE LAW SAY THESE THINGS ALSO? FOR IT IS WRITTEN IN THE LAW OF MOSES, THOU SHALT NOT MUZZLE THE MOUTH OF THE OX THAT TREADETH OUT THE CORN. DOTH GOD CARE FOR OXEN? OR SAITH HE IT ALTOGETHER FOR OUR SAKES? FOR FOR OUR SAKES IT WAS WRITTEN," AND SO ON? NOW, HOW CONFUSED IS THE REASONING OF THE JEW IN REGARD TO THESE MATTERS (ALTHOUGH HE HAD IT IN HIS POWER TO SPEAK WITH GREATER EFFECT) WHEN HE SAYS: "CERTAIN AMONG YOU HAVE ABANDONED THE USAGES OF OUR FATHERS UNDER A PRETENSE OF EXPLANATIONS AND ALLEGORIES; AND SOME OF YOU, ALTHOUGH, AS YE PRETEND, INTERPRETING THEM IN A SPIRITUAL MANNER, NEVERTHELESS DO OBSERVE THE CUSTOMS OF OUR FATHERS; AND SOME OF YOU, WITHOUT ANY SUCH INTERPRETATION, ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT JESUS AS THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY, AND TO KEEP THE LAW OF MOSES ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOMS OF THE FATHERS, AS HAVING IN THE WORDS THE WHOLE MIND OF THE SPIRIT." NOW HOW WAS CELSUS ABLE TO SEE THESE THINGS SO CLEARLY IN THIS PLACE, WHEN IN THE SUBSEQUENT PARTS OF HIS WORK HE MAKES MENTION OF CERTAIN GODLESS HERESIES [ATHEISTIC] ALTOGETHER ALIEN FROM THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS, AND EVEN OF OTHERS WHICH LEAVE THE CREATOR OUT OF ACCOUNT ALTOGETHER, AND DOES NOT APPEAR TO KNOW THAT THERE ARE ISRAELITES WHO ARE CONVERTS TO CHRISTIANITY, AND WHO HAVE NOT ABANDONED THE LAW OF THEIR FATHERS? IT WAS NOT HIS OBJECT TO INVESTIGATE EVERYTHING HERE IN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, AND TO ACCEPT WHATEVER HE MIGHT FIND TO BE USEFUL; BUT HE COMPOSED THESE STATEMENTS IN THE SPIRIT OF AN ENEMY, AND WITH A DESIRE TO OVERTHROW EVERYTHING AS SOON AS HE HEARD IT. 
CHAP. IV. 
THE JEW, THEN, CONTINUES HIS ADDRESS TO CONVERTS FROM HIS OWN NATION THUS: "YESTERDAY AND THE DAY BEFORE, WHEN WE VISITED WITH PUNISHMENT THE MAN WHO DELUDED YOU, YE BECAME APOSTATES FROM THE LAW OF YOUR FATHERS;" SHOWING BY SUCH STATEMENTS (AS WE HAVE JUST DEMONSTRATED) ANYTHING BUT AN EXACT KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH. BUT WHAT HE ADVANCES AFTERWARDS SEEMS TO HAVE SOME FORCE, WHEN HE SAYS: "HOW IS IT THAT YOU TAKE THE BEGINNING OF YOUR SYSTEM FROM OUR WORSHIP, AND WHEN YOU HAVE MADE SOME PROGRESS YOU TREAT IT WITH DISRESPECT, ALTHOUGH YOU HAVE NO OTHER FOUNDATION TO SHOW FOR YOUR DOCTRINES THAN OUR LAW?" NOW, CERTAINLY THE INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIANITY IS THROUGH THE MOSAIC WORSHIP AND THE PROPHETIC WRITINGS; AND AFTER THE INTRODUCTION, IT IS IN THE INTERPRETATION AND EXPLANATION OF THESE THAT PROGRESS TAKES PLACE, WHILE THOSE WHO ARE INTRODUCED PROSECUTE THEIR INVESTIGATIONS INTO "THE MYSTERY ACCORDING TO REVELATION, WHICH WAS KEPT SECRET SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN, BUT NOW IS MADE MANIFEST IN THE SCRIPTURES OF THE PROPHETS," AND BY THE APPEARANCE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. BUT THEY WHO ADVANCE IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRISTIANITY DO NOT, AS YE ALLEGE, TREAT THE THINGS WRITTEN IN THE LAW WITH DISRESPECT. ON THE CONTRARY, THEY BESTOW UPON THEM GREATER HONOUR, SHOWING WHAT A DEPTH OF WISE AND MYSTERIOUS REASONS IS CONTAINED IN THESE WRITINGS, WHICH ARE NOT FULLY COMPREHENDED BY THE JEWS, WHO TREAT THEM SUPERFICIALLY, AND AS IF THEY WERE IN SOME DEGREE EVEN FABULOUS. AND WHAT ABSURDITY SHOULD THERE BE IN OUR SYSTEM--THAT IS, THE GOSPEL--HAVING THE LAW FOR ITS FOUNDATION, WHEN EVEN THE LORD JESUS HIMSELF SAID TO THOSE WHO WOULD NOT BELIEVE UPON HIM: "IF YE HAD BELIEVED MOSES, YE WOULD HAVE BELIEVED ME, FOR HE WROTE OF ME. BUT IF YE DO NOT BELIEVE HIS WRITINGS, HOW SHALL YE BELIEVE MY WORDS?" NAY, EVEN ONE OF THE EVANGELISTS--MARK--SAYS: "THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE PROPHET ISAIAH, BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE THY FACE, WHO SHALL PREPARE THY WAY BEFORE THEE," WHICH SHOWS THAT THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL IS CONNECTED WITH THE JEWISH WRITINGS. WHAT FORCE, THEN, IS THERE IN THE OBJECTION OF THE JEW OF CELSUS, THAT "IF ANY ONE PREDICTED TO US THAT THE SON OF GOD WAS TO VISIT MANKIND, HE WAS ONE OF OUR PROPHETS, AND THE PROPHET OF OUR GOD?" OR HOW IS IT A CHARGE AGAINST CHRISTIANITY, THAT JOHN, WHO BAPTIZED JESUS, WAS A JEW? FOR ALTHOUGH HE WAS A JEW, IT DOES NOT FOLLOW THAT EVERY BELIEVER, WHETHER A CONVERT FROM HEATHENISM OR FROM JUDAISM, MUST YIELD A LITERAL OBEDIENCE TO THE LAW OF MOSES. 
CHAP. V. 
AFTER THESE MATTERS, ALTHOUGH CELSUS BECOMES TAUTOLOGICAL IN HIS STATEMENTS ABOUT JESUS, REPEATING FOR THE SECOND TIME THAT "HE WAS PUNISHED BY THE JEWS FOR HIS CRIMES," WE SHALL NOT AGAIN TAKE UP THE DEFENCE, BEING SATISFIED WITH WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY SAID. BUT, IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS THIS JEW OF HIS DISPARAGES THE DOCTRINE REGARDING THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, AND THE DIVINE JUDGMENT, AND OF THE REWARDS TO BE BESTOWED UPON THE JUST, AND OF THE FIRE WHICH IS TO DEVOUR THE WICKED, AS BEING STALE OPINIONS, AND THINKS THAT HE WILL OVERTHROW CHRISTIANITY BY ASSERTING THAT THERE IS NOTHING NEW IN ITS TEACHING UPON THESE POINTS, WE HAVE TO SAY TO HIM, THAT OUR LORD, SEEING THE CONDUCT OF THE JEWS NOT TO BE AT ALL IN KEEPING WITH THE TEACHING OF THE PROPHETS, INCULCATED BY A PARABLE THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD WOULD BE TAKEN FROM THEM, AND GIVEN TO THE CONVERTS FROM HEATHENISM. FOR WHICH REASON, NOW, WE MAY ALSO SEE OF A TRUTH THAT ALL THE DOCTRINES OF THE JEWS OF THE PRESENT DAY ARE MERE TRIFLES AND FABLES, SINCE THEY HAVE NOT THE LIGHT THAT PROCEEDS FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SCRIPTURES; WHEREAS THOSE OF THE CHRISTIANS ARE THE TRUTH, HAVING POWER TO RAISE AND ELEVATE THE SOUL AND UNDERSTANDING OF MAN, AND TO PERSUADE HIM TO SEEK A CITIZENSHIP, NOT LIKE THE EARTHLY JEWS HERE BELOW, BUT IN HEAVEN. AND THIS RESULT SHOWS ITSELF AMONG THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO SEE THE GRANDEUR OF THE IDEAS CONTAINED IN THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND WHO ARE ABLE TO COMMEND THEM TO OTHERS. 
CHAP. VI. 
BUT LET IT BE GRANTED THAT JESUS OBSERVED ALL THE JEWISH USAGES, INCLUDING EVEN THEIR SACRIFICIAL OBSERVANCES, WHAT DOES THAT AVAIL TO PREVENT OUR RECOGNISING HIM AS THE SON OF GOD? JESUS, THEN, IS THE SON OF GOD, WHO GAVE THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS; AND WE, WHO BELONG TO THE CHURCH, DO NOT TRANSGRESS THE LAW, BUT HAVE ESCAPED THE MYTHOLOGIZINGS OF THE JEWS, AND HAVE OUR MINDS CHASTENED AND EDUCATED BY THE MYSTICAL CONTEMPLATION OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. FOR THE PROPHETS THEMSELVES, AS NOT RESTING THE SENSE OF THESE WORDS IN THE PLAIN HISTORY WHICH THEY RELATE, NOR IN THE LEGAL ENACTMENTS TAKEN ACCORDING TO THE WORD AND LETTER, EXPRESS THEMSELVES SOMEWHERE, WHEN ABOUT TO RELATE HISTORIES, IN WORDS LIKE THIS, "I WILL OPEN MY MOUTH IN PARABLES, I WILL UTTER HARD SAYINGS OF OLD;" AND IN ANOTHER PLACE, WHEN OFFERING UP A PRAYER REGARDING THE LAW AS BEING OBSCURE, AND NEEDING DIVINE HELP FOR ITS COMPREHENSION, THEY OFFER UP THIS PRAYER, "OPEN THOU MINE EYES, THAT I MAY BEHOLD WONDROUS THINGS OUT OF THY LAW." 
CHAP. VII. 
MOREOVER, LET THEM SHOW WHERE THERE IS TO BE FOUND EVEN THE APPEARANCE OF LANGUAGE DICTATED BY ARROGANCE AND PROCEEDING FROM JESUS. FOR HOW COULD AN ARROGANT MAN THUS EXPRESS HIMSELF "LEARN OF ME, FOR I AM MEEK AND LOWLY OF HEART, AND YOU SHALL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS?" OR HOW CAN HE BE STYLED ARROGANT, WHO AFTER SUPPER LAID ASIDE HIS GARMENTS IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS DISCIPLES, AND, AFTER GIRDING HIMSELF WITH A TOWEL, AND POURING WATER INTO A BASIN, PROCEEDED TO WASH THE FEET OF EACH DISCIPLE, AND REBUKED HIM WHO WAS UNWILLING TO ALLOW THEM TO BE WASHED, WITH THE WORDS, "EXCEPT I WASH THEE, THOU HAST NO PART WITH ME? OR HOW COULD HE BE CALLED SUCH WHO SAID, "I WAS AMONGST YOU, NOT AS HE THAT SITTETH AT MEAT, BUT AS HE THAT SERVETH?" AND LET ANY ONE SHOW WHAT WERE THE FALSEHOODS WHICH HE UTTERED, AND LET HIM POINT OUT WHAT ARE GREAT AND WHAT ARE SMALL FALSEHOODS, THAT HE MAY PROVE JESUS TO HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF THE FORMER. AND THERE IS YET ANOTHER WAY IN WHICH WE MAY CONFUTE HIM. FOR AS ONE FALSEHOOD IS NOT LESS OR MORE-FALSE THAN ANOTHER, SO ONE TRUTH IS NOT LESS OR MORE TRUE THAN ANOTHER. AND WHAT CHARGES OF IMPIETY HE HAS TO BRING AGAINST JESUS, LET THE JEW OF CELSUS ESPECIALLY BRING FORWARD. WAS IT IMPIOUS TO ABSTAIN FROM CORPOREAL CIRCUMCISION, AND FROM A LITERAL SABBATH, AND LITERAL FESTIVALS, AND LITERAL NEW MOONS, AND FROM CLEAN AND UNCLEAN MEATS, AND TO TURN THE MIND TO THE GOOD AND TRUE AND SPIRITUAL LAW OF GOD, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME HE WHO WAS AN AMBASSADOR FOR CHRIST KNEW HOW TO BECOME TO THE JEWS AS A JEW, THAT HE MIGHT GAIN THE JEWS, AND TO THOSE WHO ARE UNDER THE LAW, AS UNDER THE LAW, THAT HE MIGHT GAIN THOSE WHO ARE UNDER THE LAW? 
CHAP. VIII. 
HE SAYS, FURTHER, THAT "MANY OTHER PERSONS WOULD APPEAR SUCH AS JESUS WAS, TO THOSE WHO WERE WILLING TO BE DECEIVED." LET THIS JEW OF CELSUS THEN SHOW US, NOT MANY PERSONS, NOR EVEN A FEW, BUT A SINGLE INDIVIDUAL, SUCH AS JESUS WAS, INTRODUCING AMONG THE HUMAN RACE, WITH THE POWER THAT WAS MANIFESTED IN HIM, A SYSTEM OF DOCTRINE AND OPINIONS BENEFICIAL TO HUMAN LIFE, AND WHICH CONVERTS MEN FROM THE PRACTICE OF WICKEDNESS. HE SAYS, MOREOVER, THAT THIS CHARGE IS BROUGHT AGAINST THE JEWS BY THE CHRISTIAN CONVERTS, THAT THEY HAVE NOT BELIEVED IN JESUS AS IN GOD. NOW ON THIS POINT WE HAVE, IN THE PRECEDING PAGES, OFFERED A PRELIMINARY DEFENSE, SHOWING AT THE SAME TIME IN WHAT RESPECTS WE UNDERSTAND HIM TO BE GOD, AND IN WHAT WE TAKE HIM TO BE MAN. "HOW SHOULD WE," HE CONTINUES, "WHO HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ALL MEN THAT THERE IS TO COME FROM GOD ONE WHO IS TO PUNISH THE WICKED, TREAT HIM WITH DISREGARD WHEN HE CAME?" AND TO THIS, AS AN EXCEEDINGLY SILLY ARGUMENT, IT DOES NOT SEEM TO ME REASONABLE TO OFFER ANY ANSWER. IT IS AS IF SOME ONE WAS TO SAY, "HOW COULD WE, WHO TEACH TEMPERANCE, COMMIT ANY ACT OF LICENTIOUSNESS? OR WE, WHO ARE AMBASSADORS FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, BE GUILTY OF ANY WICKEDNESS?" FOR AS THESE INCONSISTENCIES ARE FOUND AMONG MEN, SO, TO SAY THAT THEY BELIEVED THE PROPHETS WHEN SPEAKING OF THE FUTURE ADVENT OF CHRIST, AND YET REFUSED THEIR BELIEF TO HIM WHEN HE CAME, AGREEABLY TO PROPHETIC STATEMENT, WAS QUITE IN KEEPING WITH HUMAN NATURE. AND SINCE WE MUST ADD ANOTHER REASON, WE SHALL REMARK THAT THIS VERY RESULT WAS FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS. ISAIAH DISTINCTLY DECLARES: "HEARING YE SHALL HEAR, AND SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND SEEING YE SHALL SEE, AND SHALL NOT PERCEIVE: FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME FAT," ETC. AND LET THEM EXPLAIN WHY IT WAS PREDICTED TO THE JEWS, THAT ALTHOUGH THEY BOTH HEARD AND SAW, THEY WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT WAS SAID, NOR PERCEIVE WHAT WAS SEEN AS THEY OUGHT. FOR IT IS INDEED MANIFEST, THAT WHEN THEY BEHELD JESUS, THEY DID NOT SEE WHO HE WAS; AND WHEN THEY HEARD HIM, THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND FROM HIS WORDS THE DIVINITY THAT WAS IN HIM, AND WHICH TRANSFERRED GOD'S PROVIDENTIAL CARE, HITHERTO EXERCISED OVER THE JEWS, TO HIS CONVERTS FROM THE HEATHEN. THEREFORE, WE MAY SEE, THAT AFTER THE ADVENT OF JESUS THE JEWS WERE ALTOGETHER ABANDONED, AND POSSESS NOW NONE OF WHAT WERE CONSIDERED THEIR ANCIENT GLORIES, SO THAT THERE IS NO INDICATION OF ANY DIVINITY ABIDING AMONGST THEM. FOR THEY HAVE NO LONGER PROPHETS NOR MIRACLES, TRACES OF WHICH TO A CONSIDERABLE EXTENT ARE STILL FOUND AMONG CHRISTIANS, AND SOME OF THEM MORE REMARKABLE THAN ANY THAT EXISTED AMONG THE JEWS; AND THESE WE OURSELVES HAVE WITNESSED, IF OUR TESTIMONY MAY BE RECEIVED? BUT THE JEW OF CELSUS EXCLAIMS: "WHY DID WE TREAT HIM, WHOM WE ANNOUNCED BEFOREHAND, WITH DISHONOR? WAS IT THAT WE MIGHT BE CHASTISED MORE THAN OTHERS?" TO WHICH WE HAVE TO ANSWER, THAT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR UNBELIEF, AND THE OTHER INSULTS WHICH THEY HEAPED UPON JESUS, THE JEWS WILL NOT ONLY SUFFER MORE THAN OTHERS IN THAT JUDGMENT WHICH IS BELIEVED TO IMPEND OVER THE WORLD, BUT HAVE EVEN ALREADY ENDURED SUCH SUFFERINGS. FOR WHAT NATION IS AN EXILE FROM THEIR OWN METROPOLIS, AND FROM THE PLACE SACRED TO THE WORSHIP OF THEIR FATHERS, SAVE THE JEWS ALONE? AND THESE CALAMITIES THEY HAVE SUFFERED, BECAUSE THEY WERE A MOST WICKED NATION, WHICH, ALTHOUGH GUILTY OF MANY OTHER SINS, YET HAS BEEN PUNISHED SO SEVERELY FOR NONE, AS FOR THOSE THAT WERE COMMITTED AGAINST OUR JESUS. 
CHAP. IX. 
THE JEW CONTINUES HIS DISCOURSE THUS: "HOW SHOULD WE DEEM HIM TO BE A GOD, WHO NOT ONLY IN OTHER RESPECTS, AS WAS CURRENTLY REPORTED, PERFORMED NONE OF HIS PROMISES, BUT WHO ALSO, AFTER WE HAD CONVICTED HIM, AND CONDEMNED HIM AS. DESERVING OF PUNISHMENT, WAS FOUND ATTEMPTING TO CONCEAL HIMSELF, AND ENDEAVOURING TO ESCAPE IN A MOST DISGRACEFUL MANNER, AND WHO WAS BETRAYED BY THOSE WHOM HE CALLED DISCIPLES? AND YET," HE CONTINUES, "HE WHO WAS A GOD COULD NEITHER FLEE NOR BE LED AWAY A PRISONER; AND LEAST OF ALL COULD HE BE DESERTED AND DELIVERED UP BY THOSE WHO HAD BEEN HIS ASSOCIATES, AND HAD SHARED ALL THINGS IN COMMON, AND HAD HAD HIM FOR THEIR TEACHER, WHO WAS DEEMED TO BE A SAVIOUR, AND A SON OF THE GREATEST GOD, AND AN ANGEL." TO WHICH WE REPLY, THAT EVEN WE DO NOT SUPPOSE THE BODY OF JESUS, WHICH WAS THEN AN OBJECT OF SIGHT AND PERCEPTION, TO HAVE BEEN GOD. AND WHY DO I SAY HIS BODY? NAY, NOT EVEN HIS SOUL, OF WHICH IT IS RELATED, "MY SOUL IS EXCEEDING SORROWFUL, EVEN UNTO DEATH." BUT AS, ACCORDING TO THE JEWISH MANNER OF SPEAKING, "I AM THE LORD, THE GOD OF ALL FLESH," AND, "BEFORE ME THERE WAS NO GOD FORMED, NEITHER SHALL THERE BE AFTER ME," GOD IS BELIEVED TO BE HE WHO EMPLOYS THE SOUL AND BODY OF THE PROPHET AS AN INSTRUMENT; AND AS, ACCORDING TO THE GREEKS, HE WHO SAYS, "I KNOW BOTH THE NUMBER OF THE SAND, AND THE MEASURES OF THE SEA, AND I UNDERSTAND A DUMB MAN, AND HEAR HIM WHO DOES NOT SPEAK," IS CONSIDERED TO BE A GOD WHEN SPEAKING, AND MAKING HIMSELF HEARD THROUGH THE PYTHIAN PRIESTESS; SO, ACCORDING TO OUR VIEW, IT WAS THE LOGOS GOD, AND SON OF THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, WHO SPOKE IN JESUS THESE WORDS, "I AM THE WAY, AND THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE;" AND THESE, "I AM THE DOOR;" AND THESE, "I AM THE LIVING BREAD THAT CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN;" AND OTHER EXPRESSIONS SIMILAR TO THESE. WE THEREFORE CHARGE THE JEWS WITH NOT ACKNOWLEDGING HIM TO BE GOD, TO WHOM TESTIMONY WAS BORNE IN MANY PASSAGES BY THE PROPHETS, TO THE EFFECT THAT HE WAS A MIGHTY POWER, AND A GOD NEXT TO THE GOD AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL THINGS. FOR WE ASSERT THAT IT WAS TO HIM THE FATHER GAVE THE COMMAND, WHEN IN THE MOSAIC ACCOUNT OF THE CREATION HE UTTERED THE WORDS, "LET THERE BE LIGHT," AND "LET THERE BE A FIRMAMENT," AND GAVE THE INJUNCTIONS WITH REGARD TO THOSE OTHER CREATIVE ACTS WHICH WERE PERFORMED; AND THAT TO HIM ALSO WERE ADDRESSED THE WORDS, "LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR OWN IMAGE AND LIKENESS;" AND THAT THE LOGOS, WHEN COMMANDED, OBEYED ALL THE FATHER'S WILL. AND WE MAKE THESE STATEMENTS NOT FROM OUR OWN CONJECTURES, BUT BECAUSE WE BELIEVE THE PROPHECIES CIRCULATED AMONG THE JEWS, IN WHICH IT IS SAID OF GOD, AND OF THE WORKS OF CREATION, IN EXPRESS WORDS, AS FOLLOWS: "HE SPOKE, AND THEY WERE MADE; HE COMMANDED, AND THEY WERE CREATED." NOW IF GOD GAVE THE COMMAND, AND THE CREATURES WERE FORMED, WHO, ACCORDING TO THE VIEW OF THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY, COULD HE BE THAT WAS ABLE TO CARRY OUT SUCH COMMANDS OF THE FATHER, SAVE HIM WHO, SO TO SPEAK, IS THE LIVING LOGOS AND THE TRUTH? AND THAT THE GOSPELS DO NOT CONSIDER HIM WHO IN JESUS SAID THESE WORDS, "I AM THE WAY, AND THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE," TO HAVE BEEN OF SO CIRCUMSCRIBED A NATURE? AS TO HAVE AN EXISTENCE NOWHERE OUT OF THE SOUL AND BODY OF JESUS, IS EVIDENT BOTH FROM MANY CONSIDERATIONS, AND FROM A FEW INSTANCES OF THE FOLLOWING KIND WHICH WE SHALL QUOTE. JOHN THE BAPTIST, WHEN PREDICTING THAT THE SON OF GOD WAS TO APPEAR IMMEDIATELY, NOT IN THAT BODY AND SOUL, BUT AS MANIFESTING HIMSELF EVERYWHERE, SAYS REGARDING HIM: "THERE STANDS IN THE MIDST OF YOU ONE WHOM YE KNOW NOT, WHO COMETH AFTER ME." FOR IF HE HAD THOUGHT THAT THE SON OF GOD WAS ONLY THERE, WHERE WAS THE VISIBLE BODY OF JESUS, HOW COULD HE HAVE SAID, "THERE STANDS IN THE MIDST OF YOU ONE WHOM YE KNOW NOT?" AND JESUS HIMSELF, IN RAISING THE MINDS OF HIS DISCIPLES TO HIGHER THOUGHTS OF THE SON OF GOD, SAYS: "WHERE TWO OR THREE ARE GATHERED TOGETHER IN MY NAME, THERE AM I IN THE MIDST OF YOU." AND OF THE SAME NATURE IS HIS PROMISE TO HIS DISCIPLES: "LO, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, EVEN TO THE END OF THE WORLD." AND WE QUOTE THESE PASSAGES, MAKING NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE SON OF GOD AND JESUS. FOR THE SOUL AND BODY OF JESUS FORMED, AFTER THE OIKONOMIA, ONE BEING WITH THE LOGOS OF GOD. NOW IF, ACCORDING TO PAUL'S TEACHING, "HE THAT IS JOINED UNTO THE LORD IS ONE SPIRIT," EVERYONE WHO UNDERSTANDS WHAT BEING JOINED TO THE LORD IS, AND WHO HAS BEEN ACTUALLY JOINED TO HIM, IS ONE SPIRIT WITH THE LORD; HOW SHOULD NOT THAT BEING BE ONE IN A FAR GREATER AND MORE DIVINE DEGREE, WHICH WAS ONCE UNITED WITH THE LOGOS OF GOD? HE, INDEED, MANIFESTED HIMSELF AMONG THE JEWS AS THE POWER OF GOD, BY THE MIRACLES WHICH HE PERFORMED, WHICH CELSUS SUSPECTED WERE ACCOMPLISHED BY SORCERY, BUT WHICH BY THE JEWS OF THAT TIME WERE ATTRIBUTED I KNOW NOT WHY, TO BEELZEBUB, IN THE WORDS "HE CASTETH OUT DEVILS THROUGH BEELZEBUB, THE PRINCE OF THE DEVILS." BUT THESE OUR SAVIOUR CONVICTED OF UTTERING THE GREATEST ABSURDITIES, FROM THE FACT THAT THE KINGDOM OF EVIL WAS NOT YET COME TO AN END. AND THIS WILL BE EVIDENT TO ALL INTELLIGENT READERS OF THE GOSPEL NARRATIVE, WHICH IT IS NOT NOW THE TIME TO EXPLAIN. 
CHAP. X. 
BUT WHAT PROMISE DID JESUS MAKE WHICH HE DID NOT PERFORM? LET CELSUS PRODUCE ANY INSTANCE OF SUCH, AND MAKE GOOD HIS CHARGE. BUT HE WILL BE UNABLE TO DO SO, ESPECIALLY SINCE IT IS FROM MISTAKES, ARISING EITHER FROM MISAPPREHENSION OF THE GOSPEL NARRATIVES, OR FROM JEWISH STORIES, THAT HE THINKS TO DERIVE THE CHARGES WHICH HE BRINGS AGAINST JESUS OR AGAINST OURSELVES. MOREOVER, AGAIN, WHEN THE JEW SAYS, "WE BOTH FOUND HIM GUILTY, AND CONDEMNED HIM AS DESERVING OF DEATH," LET THEM SHOW HOW THEY WHO SOUGHT TO CONCOCT FALSE WITNESS AGAINST HIM PROVED HIM TO BE GUILTY. WAS NOT THE GREAT CHARGE AGAINST JESUS, WHICH HIS ACCUSERS BROUGHT FORWARD, THIS, THAT HE SAID, "I AM ABLE TO DESTROY THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND AFTER THREE DAYS TO RAISE IT UP AGAIN?" BUT IN SO SAYING, HE SPOKE OF THE TEMPLE OF HIS BODY; WHILE THEY THOUGHT, NOT BEING ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF THE SPEAKER, THAT HIS REFERENCE WAS TO THE TEMPLE OF STONE, WHICH WAS TREATED BY THE JEWS WITH GREATER RESPECT THAN HE WAS WHO OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN HONOURED AS THE TRUE TEMPLE OF GOD--THE WORD, AND THE WISDOM, AND THE TRUTH. AND WHO CAN SAY THAT "JESUS ATTEMPTED TO MAKE HIS ESCAPE BY DISGRACEFULLY CONCEALING HIMSELF?" LET ANY ONE POINT TO AN ACT DESERVING TO BE CALLED DISGRACEFUL. AND WHEN HE ADDS, "HE WAS TAKEN PRISONER," I WOULD SAY THAT, IF TO BE TAKEN PRISONER IMPLIES AN ACT DONE AGAINST ONE'S WILL, THEN JESUS WAS NOT TAKEN PRISONER; FOR AT THE FITTING TIME HE DID NOT PREVENT HIMSELF FALLING INTO THE HANDS OF MEN, AS THE LAMB OF GOD, THAT HE MIGHT TAKE AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD. FOR, KNOWING ALL THINGS THAT WERE TO COME UPON HIM, HE WENT FORTH, AND SAID TO THEM, "WHOM SEEK YE?" AND THEY ANSWERED, "JESUS OF NAZARETH;" AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, "I AM HE." AND JUDAS ALSO, WHO BETRAYED HIM, WAS STANDING WITH THEM. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE HAD SAID TO THEM, "I AM HE," THEY WENT BACKWARDS AND FELL TO THE GROUND. AGAIN, HE ASKED THEM, "WHOM SEEK YE?" AND THEY SAID AGAIN, "JESUS OF NAZARETH." JESUS SAID TO THEM, "I TOLD YOU I AM HE; IF THEN YE SEEK ME, LET THESE GO AWAY." NAY, EVEN TO HIM WHO WISHED TO HELP HIM, AND WHO SMOTE THE HIGH PRIEST'S SERVANT, AND CUT OFF HIS EAR, HE SAID: "PUT UP THY SWORD INTO ITS SHEATH: FOR ALL THEY WHO DRAW THE SWORD SHALL PERISH BY THE SWORD. THINKEST THOU THAT I CANNOT EVEN NOW PRAY TO MY FATHER, AND HE WILL PRESENTLY GIVE ME MORE THAN TWELVE LEGIONS OF ANGELS? BUT HOW THEN SHOULD THE SCRIPTURES BE FULFILLED, THAT THUS IT MUST BE?" AND IF ANY ONE IMAGINES THESE STATEMENTS TO BE INVENTIONS OF THE WRITERS OF THE GOSPELS, WHY SHOULD NOT THOSE STATEMENTS RATHER BE REGARDED AS INVENTIONS WHICH PROCEEDED FROM A SPIRIT OF HATRED AND HOSTILITY AGAINST JESUS AND THE CHRISTIANS? AND THESE THE TRUTH, WHICH PROCEED FROM THOSE WHO MANIFEST THE SINCERITY OF THEIR FEELINGS TOWARDS JESUS, BY ENDURING EVERYTHING, WHATEVER IT MAY BE, FOR THE SAKE OF HIS WORDS? FOR THE RECEPTION BY THE DISCIPLES OF SUCH POWER OF ENDURANCE AND RESOLUTION CONTINUED EVEN TO DEATH, WITH A DISPOSITION OF MIND THAT WOULD NOT INVENT REGARDING THEIR TEACHER WHAT WAS NOT TRUE, IS A VERY EVIDENT PROOF TO ALL CANDID JUDGES THAT THEY WERE FULLY PERSUADED OF THE TRUTH OF WHAT THEY WROTE, SEEING THEY SUBMITTED TO TRIALS SO NUMEROUS AND SO SEVERE, FOR THE SAKE OF HIM WHOM THEY BELIEVED TO BE THE SON OF GOD. 
CHAP. XI. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, THAT HE WAS BETRAYED BY THOSE WHOM HE CALLED HIS DISCIPLES, IS A CIRCUMSTANCE WHICH THE JEW OF CELSUS LEARNED FROM THE GOSPELS; CALLING THE ONE JUDAS, HOWEVER, "MANY DISCIPLES," THAT HE MIGHT SEEM TO ADD FORCE TO THE ACCUSATION. NOR DID HE TROUBLE HIMSELF TO TAKE NOTE OF ALL THAT IS RELATED CONCERNING JUDAS; HOW THIS JUDAS, HAVING COME TO ENTERTAIN OPPOSITE AND CONFLICTING OPINIONS REGARDING HIS MASTER NEITHER OPPOSED HIM WITH HIS WHOLE SOUL, NOR YET WITH HIS WHOLE SOUL PRESERVED THE RESPECT DUE BY A PUPIL TO HIS TEACHER. FOR BE THAT BETRAYED HIM GAVE TO THE MULTITUDE THAT CAME TO APPREHEND JESUS, A SIGN, SAYING, "WHOMSOEVER I SHALL KISS, IT IS HE; SEIZE YE HIM,"--RETAINING STILL SOME ELEMENT OF RESPECT FOR HIS MASTER: FOR UNLESS HE HAD DONE SO, HE WOULD HAVE BETRAYED HIM, EVEN PUBLICLY, WITHOUT ANY PRETENSE OF AFFECTION. THIS CIRCUMSTANCE, THEREFORE, WILL SATISFY ALL WITH REGARD TO THE PURPOSE OF JUDAS, THAT ALONG WITH HIS COVETOUS DISPOSITION, AND HIS WICKED DESIGN TO BETRAY HIS MASTER, HE HAD STILL A FEELING OF A MIXED CHARACTER IN HIS MIND, PRODUCED IN HIM BY THE WORDS OF JESUS, WHICH HAD THE APPEARANCE (SO TO SPEAK) OF SOME REMNANT OF GOOD. FOR IT IS RELATED THAT, "WHEN JUDAS, WHO BETRAYED HIM, KNEW THAT HE WAS CONDEMNED, HE REPENTED, AND BROUGHT BACK THE THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER TO THE HIGH PRIEST AND ELDERS, SAYING, I HAVE SINNED, IN THAT I HAVE BETRAYED THE INNOCENT BLOOD. BUT THEY SAID, WHAT IS THAT TO US? SEE THOU TO THAT;"--AND THAT, HAVING THROWN THE MONEY DOWN IN THE TEMPLE, HE DEPARTED, AND WENT AND HANGED HIMSELF. BUT IF THIS COVETOUS JUDAS, WHO ALSO STOLE THE MONEY PLACED IN THE BAG FOR THE RELIEF OF THE POOR, REPENTED, AND BROUGHT BACK THE THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND ELDERS, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE INSTRUCTIONS OF JESUS HAD BEEN ABLE TO PRODUCE SOME FEELING OF REPENTANCE IN HIS MIND, AND WERE NOT ALTOGETHER DESPISED AND LOATHED BY THIS TRAITOR. NAY, THE DECLARATION, "I HAVE SINNED, IN THAT I HAVE BETRAYED THE INNOCENT BLOOD," WAS A PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF HIS CRIME. OBSERVE, ALSO, HOW EXCEEDINGLY PASSIONATE WAS THE SORROW FOR HIS SINS THAT PROCEEDED FROM THAT REPENTANCE, AND WHICH WOULD NOT SUFFER HIM ANY LONGER TO LIVE; AND HOW, AFTER HE HAD CAST THE MONEY DOWN IN THE TEMPLE, HE WITHDREW, AND WENT AWAY AND HANGED HIMSELF: FOR HE PASSED SENTENCE UPON HIMSELF, SHOWING WHAT A POWER THE TEACHING OF JESUS HAD OVER THIS SINNER JUDAS, THIS THIEF AND TRAITOR, WHO COULD NOT ALWAYS TREAT WITH CONTEMPT WHAT HE HAD LEARNED FROM JESUS. WILL CELSUS AND HIS FRIENDS NOW SAY THAT THOSE PROOFS WHICH SHOW THAT THE APOSTASY OF JUDAS WAS NOT A COMPLETE APOSTASY, EVEN AFTER HIS ATTEMPTS AGAINST HIS MASTER, ARE INVENTIONS, AND THAT THIS ALONE IS TRUE, VIZ., THAT ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES BETRAYED HIM; AND WILL THEY ADD TO THE SCRIPTURAL ACCOUNT THAT HE BETRAYED HIM ALSO WITH HIS WHOLE HEART? TO ACT IN THIS SPIRIT OF HOSTILITY WITH THE SAME WRITINGS, BOTH AS TO WHAT WE ARE TO BELIEVE AND WHAT WE ARE NOT TO BELIEVE, IS ABSURD. AND IF WE MUST MAKE A STATEMENT REGARDING JUDAS WHICH MAY OVERWHELM OUR OPPONENTS WITH SHAME, WE WOULD SAY THAT, IN THE BOOK OF PSALMS, THE WHOLE OF THE 108TH CONTAINS A PROPHECY ABOUT JUDAS, THE BEGINNING OF WHICH IS THIS: "O GOD, HOLD NOT THY PEACE BEFORE MY PRAISE; FOR THE MOUTH OF THE SINNER, AND THE MOUTH OF THE CRAFTY MAN, ARE OPENED AGAINST ME." AND IT IS PREDICTED IN THIS PSALM, BOTH THAT JUDAS SEPARATED HIMSELF FROM THE NUMBER OF THE APOSTLES ON ACCOUNT OF HIS SINS, AND THAT ANOTHER WAS SELECTED IN HIS PLACE; AND THIS IS SHOWN BY THE WORDS: "AND HIS BISHOPRIC LET ANOTHER TAKE." BUT SUPPOSE NOW THAT HE HAD BEEN BETRAYED BY SOME ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES, WHO WAS POSSESSED BY A WORSE SPIRIT THAN JUDAS, AND WHO HAD COMPLETELY POURED OUT, AS IT WERE, ALL THE WORDS WHICH HE HAD HEARD FROM JESUS, WHAT WOULD THIS CONTRIBUTE TO AN ACCUSATION AGAINST JESUS OR THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION? AND HOW WILL THIS DEMONSTRATE ITS DOCTRINE TO BE FALSE? WE HAVE REPLIED IN THE PRECEDING CHAPTER TO THE STATEMENTS WHICH FOLLOW THIS, SHOWING THAT JESUS WAS NOT TAKEN PRISONER WHEN ATTEMPTING TO FLEE, BUT THAT HE GAVE HIMSELF UP VOLUNTARILY FOR THE SAKE OF US ALL. WHENCE IT FOLLOWS, THAT EVEN IF HE WERE BOUND, HE WAS BOUND AGREEABLY TO HIS OWN WILL; THUS TEACHING US THE LESSON THAT WE SHOULD UNDERTAKE SIMILAR THINGS FOR THE SAKE OF RELIGION IN NO SPIRIT OF UNWILLINGNESS. 
CHAP. XII. 
AND THE FOLLOWING APPEAR TO ME TO BE CHILDISH ASSERTIONS, VIZ., THAT "NO GOOD GENERAL AND LEADER OF GREAT MULTITUDES WAS EVER BETRAYED; NOR EVEN A WICKED CAPTAIN OF ROBBERS AND COMMANDER OF VERY WICKED MEN, WHO SEEMED TO BE OF ANY USE TO HIS ASSOCIATES; BUT JESUS, HAVING BEEN BETRAYED BY HIS SUBORDINATES, NEITHER GOVERNED LIKE A GOOD GENERAL, NOR, AFTER DECEIVING HIS DISCIPLES, PRODUCED IN THE MINDS OF THE VICTIMS OF HIS DECEIT THAT FEELING OF GOOD-WILL WHICH, SO TO SPEAK, WOULD BE MANIFESTED TOWARDS A BRIGAND CHIEF." NOW ONE MIGHT FIND MANY ACCOUNTS OF GENERALS WHO WERE BETRAYED BY THEIR OWN SOLDIERS, AND OF ROBBER CHIEFS WHO WERE CAPTURED THROUGH THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF THOSE WHO DID NOT KEEP THEIR BARGAINS WITH THEM. BUT GRANT THAT NO GENERAL OR ROBBER CHIEF WAS EVER BETRAYED, WHAT DOES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FACT AS A CHARGE AGAINST JESUS, THAT ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES BECAME HIS BETRAYER? AND SINCE CELSUS MAKES AN OSTENTATIOUS EXHIBITION OF PHILOSOPHY, I WOULD ASK OF HIM, IF, THEN, IT WAS A CHARGE AGAINST PLATO, THAT ARISTOTLE, AFTER BEING HIS PUPIL FOR TWENTY YEARS, WENT AWAY AND ASSAILED HIS DOCTRINE OF THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL, AND STYLED THE IDEAS OF PLATO THE MEREST TRIFLING? AND IF I WERE STILL IN DOUBT, I WOULD CONTINUE THUS: WAS PLATO NO LONGER MIGHTY IN DIALECTICS, NOR ABLE TO DEFEND HIS VIEWS, AFTER ARISTOTLE HAD TAKEN HIS DEPARTURE; AND, ON THAT ACCOUNT, ARE THE OPINIONS OF PLATO FALSE? OR MAY IT NOT BE, THAT WHILE PLATO IS TRUE, AS THE PUPILS OF HIS PHILOSOPHY WOULD MAINTAIN, ARISTOTLE WAS GUILTY OF WICKEDNESS AND INGRATITUDE TOWARDS HIS TEACHER? NAY, CHRYSIPPUS ALSO, IN MANY PLACES OF HIS WRITINGS, APPEARS TO ASSAIL CLEANTHES, INTRODUCING NOVEL OPINIONS OPPOSED TO HIS VIEWS, ALTHOUGH THE LATTER HAD BEEN HIS TEACHER WHEN HE WAS A YOUNG MAN, AND BEGAN THE STUDY OF PHILOSOPHY. ARISTOTLE, INDEED, IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN PLATO'S PUPIL FOR TWENTY YEARS, AND NO INCONSIDERABLE PERIOD WAS SPENT BY CHRYSIPPUS IN THE SCHOOL OF CLEANTHES; WHILE JUDAS DID NOT REMAIN SO MUCH AS THREE YEARS WITH JESUS. BUT FROM THE NARRATIVES OF THE LIVES OF PHILOSOPHERS WE MIGHT TAKE MANY INSTANCES SIMILAR TO THOSE ON WHICH CELSUS FOUNDS A CHARGE AGAINST JESUS ON ACCOUNT OF JUDAS. EVEN THE PYTHAGOREANS ERECTED CENOTAPHS TO THOSE WHO, AFTER BETAKING THEMSELVES TO PHILOSOPHY, FELL BACK AGAIN INTO THEIR IGNORANT MODE OF LIFE; AND YET NEITHER WAS PYTHAGORAS NOR HIS FOLLOWERS, ON THAT ACCOUNT, WEAK IN ARGUMENT AND DEMONSTRATION. 
CHAP. XIII. 
THIS JEW OF CELSUS CONTINUES, AFTER THE ABOVE, IN THE FOLLOWING FASHION: "ALTHOUGH HE COULD STATE MANY THINGS REGARDING THE EVENTS OF THE LIFE OF JESUS WHICH ARE TRUE, AND NOT LIKE THOSE WHICH ARE RECORDED BY THE DISCIPLES, HE WILLINGLY OMITS THEM." WHAT, THEN, ARE THOSE TRUE STATEMENTS, UNLIKE THE ACCOUNTS IN THE GOSPELS, WHICH THE JEW OF CELSUS PASSES BY WITHOUT MENTION? OR IS HE ONLY EMPLOYING WHAT APPEARS TO BE A FIGURE OF SPEECH, IN PRETENDING TO HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY, WHILE IN REALITY HE HAD NOTHING TO PRODUCE BEYOND THE GOSPEL NARRATIVE WHICH COULD IMPRESS THE HEARER WITH A FEELING OF ITS TRUTH, AND FURNISH A CLEAR GROUND OF ACCUSATION AGAINST JESUS AND HIS DOCTRINE? AND HE CHARGES THE DISCIPLES WITH HAVING INVENTED THE STATEMENT THAT JESUS FOREKNEW AND FORETOLD ALL THAT HAPPENED TO HIM; BUT THE TRUTH OF THIS STATEMENT WE SHALL ESTABLISH, ALTHOUGH CELSUS MAY NOT LIKE IT, BY MEANS OF MANY OTHER PREDICTIONS UTTERED BY THE SAVIOUR, IN WHICH HE FORETOLD WHAT WOULD BEFALL THE CHRISTIANS IN AFTER GENERATIONS. AND WHO IS THERE WHO WOULD NOT BE ASTONISHED AT THIS PREDICTION: "YE SHALL BE BROUGHT BEFORE GOVERNORS AND KINGS FOR MY SAKE, FOR A TESTIMONY AGAINST THEM AND THE GENTILES;" AND AT ANY OTHERS WHICH HE MAY HAVE DELIVERED RESPECTING THE FUTURE PERSECUTION OF HIS DISCIPLES? FOR WHAT SYSTEM OF OPINIONS EVER EXISTED AMONG MEN ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH OTHERS ARE PUNISHED, SO THAT ANY ONE OF THE ACCUSERS OF JESUS COULD SAY THAT, FORESEEING THE IMPIETY OR FALSITY OF HIS OPINIONS TO BE THE GROUND OF AN ACCUSATION AGAINST THEM HE THOUGHT THAT THIS WOULD REDOUND TO HIS CREDIT, THAT HE HAD SO PREDICTED REGARDING IT LONG BEFORE? NOW IF ANY DESERVE TO BE BROUGHT, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR OPINIONS, BEFORE GOVERNORS AND KINGS, WHAT OTHERS ARE THEY, SAVE THE EPICUREANS, WHO ALTOGETHER DENY THE EXISTENCE OF PROVIDENCE? AND ALSO THE PERIPATETICS, WHO SAY THAT PRAYERS ARE OF NO AVAIL, AND SACRIFICES OFFERED AS TO THE DIVINITY? BUT SOME ONE WILL SAY THAT THE SAMARITANS SUFFER PERSECUTION BECAUSE OF THEIR RELIGION. IN ANSWER TO WHOM WE SHALL STATE THAT THE SICARIANS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE PRACTICE OF CIRCUMCISION, AS MUTILATING THEMSELVES CONTRARY TO THE ESTABLISHED LAWS AND THE CUSTOMS PERMITTED TO THE JEWS ALONE, ARE PUT TO DEATH. AND YOU NEVER HEAR A JUDGE INQUIRING WHETHER A SICARIAN WHO STRIVES TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THIS ESTABLISHED RELIGION OF HIS WILL BE RELEASED FROM PUNISHMENT IF HE APOSTATIZES, BUT WILL BE LED AWAY TO DEATH IF HE CONTINUES FIRM; FOR THE EVIDENCE OF THE CIRCUMCISION IS SUFFICIENT TO ENSURE THE DEATH OF HIM WHO HAS UNDERGONE IT. BUT CHRISTIANS ALONE, ACCORDING TO THE PREDICTION OF THEIR SAVIOUR, "YE SHALL BE BROUGHT BEFORE GOVERNORS AND KINGS FOR MY SAKE," ARE URGED UP TO THEIR LAST BREATH BY THEIR JUDGES TO DENY CHRISTIANITY, AND TO SACRIFICE ACCORDING TO THE PUBLIC CUSTOMS; AND AFTER THE OATH OF ABJURATION, TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMES, AND TO LIVE IN SAFETY. AND OBSERVE WHETHER IT IS NOT WITH GREAT AUTHORITY THAT THIS DECLARATION IS UTTERED: "WHOSOEVER THEREFORE SHALL CONFESS ME BEFORE MEN, HIM WILL I CONFESS ALSO BEFORE MY FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN. AND WHOSOEVER SHALL DENY ME BEFORE MEN," ETC. AND GO BACK WITH ME IN THOUGHT TO JESUS WHEN HE UTTERED THESE WORDS, AND SEE HIS PREDICTIONS NOT YET ACCOMPLISHED. PERHAPS YOU WILL SAY, IN A SPIRIT OF INCREDULITY, THAT HE IS TALKING FOLLY, AND SPEAKING TO NO PURPOSE, FOR HIS WORDS WILL HAVE NO FULFILMENT; OR, BEING IN DOUBT ABOUT ASSENTING TO HIS WORDS, YOU WILL SAY, THAT IF THESE PREDICTIONS BE FULFILLED, AND THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS BE ESTABLISHED, SO THAT GOVERNORS AND KINGS THINK OF DESTROYING THOSE WHO ACKNOWLEDGE JESUS, THEN WE SHALL BELIEVE THAT HE UTTERS THESE PROPHECIES AS ONE WHO HAS RECEIVED GREAT POWER FROM GOD TO IMPLANT THIS DOCTRINE AMONG THE HUMAN RACE, AND AS BELIEVING THAT IT WILL PREVAIL. AND WHO WILL NOT BE FILLED WITH WONDER, WHEN HE GOES BACK IN THOUGHT TO HIM WHO THEN TAUGHT AND SAID, "THIS GOSPEL SHALL BE PREACHED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD, FOR A TESTIMONY AGAINST THEM AND THE GENTILES," AND BEHOLDS, AGREEABLY TO HIS WORDS, THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST PREACHED IN THE WHOLE WORLD UNDER HEAVEN TO GREEKS AND BARBARIANS, WISE AND FOOLISH ALIKE? FOR THE WORD, SPOKEN WITH POWER, HAS GAINED THE MASTERY OVER MEN OF ALL SORTS OF NATURE, AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SEE ANY RACE OF MEN WHICH HAS ESCAPED ACCEPTING THE TEACHING OF JESUS. BUT LET THIS JEW OF CELSUS, WHO DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT HE FOREKNEW ALL THAT HAPPENED TO HIM, CONSIDER HOW, WHILE JERUSALEM WAS STILL STANDING, AND THE WHOLE JEWISH WORSHIP CELEBRATED IN IT, JESUS FORETOLD WHAT WOULD BEFALL IT FROM THE HAND OF THE ROMANS. FOR THEY WILL NOT MAINTAIN THAT THE ACQUAINTANCES AND PUPILS OF JESUS HIMSELF HANDED DOWN HIS TEACHING CONTAINED IN THE GOSPELS WITHOUT COMMITTING IT TO WRITING, AND LEFT HIS DISCIPLES WITHOUT THE MEMOIRS OF JESUS CONTAINED IN THEIR WORKS. NOW IN THESE IT IS RECORDED, THAT "WHEN YE SHALL SEE JERUSALEM COMPASSED ABOUT WITH ARMIES, THEN SHALL YE KNOW THAT THE DESOLATION THEREOF IS NIGH." BUT AT THAT TIME THERE WERE NO ARMIES AROUND JERUSALEM, ENCOMPASSING AND ENCLOSING AND BESIEGING IT; FOR THE SIEGE BEGAN IN THE REIGN OF NERO, AND LASTED TILL THE GOVERNMENT OF VESPASIAN, WHOSE SON TITUS DESTROYED JERUSALEM, ON ACCOUNT, AS JOSEPHUS SAYS, OF JAMES THE JUST, THE BROTHER OF JESUS WHO WAS CALLED CHRIST, BUT IN REALITY, AS THE TRUTH MAKES DEAR, ON ACCOUNT OF JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD. 
CHAP. XIV. 
CELSUS, HOWEVER, ACCEPTING OR GRANTING THAT JESUS FOREKNEW WHAT WOULD BEFALL HIM, MIGHT THINK TO MAKE LIGHT OF THE ADMISSION, AS HE DID IN THE CASE OF THE MIRACLES, WHEN HE ALLEGED THAT THEY WERE WROUGHT BY MEANS OF SORCERY; FOR HE MIGHT SAY THAT MANY PERSONS BY MEANS OF DIVINATION, EITHER BY AUSPICES, OR AUGURIES, OR SACRIFICES, OR NATIVITIES, HAVE COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT WAS TO HAPPEN. BUT THIS CONCESSION HE WOULD NOT MAKE, AS BEING TOO GREAT A ONE; AND ALTHOUGH HE SOMEHOW GRANTED THAT JESUS WORKED MIRACLES, HE THOUGHT TO WEAKEN THE FORCE OF THIS BY THE CHARGE OF SORCERY. NOW PHLEGON, IN THE THIRTEENTH OR FOURTEENTH BOOK, I THINK, OF HIS CHRONICLES, NOT ONLY ASCRIBED TO JESUS A KNOWLEDGE OF FUTURE EVENTS (ALTHOUGH FALLING INTO CONFUSION ABOUT SOME THINGS WHICH REFER TO PETER, AS IF THEY REFERRED TO JESUS), BUT ALSO TESTIFIED THAT THE RESULT CORRESPONDED TO HIS PREDICTIONS. SO THAT HE ALSO, BY THESE VERY ADMISSIONS REGARDING FOREKNOWLEDGE, AS IF AGAINST HIS WILL, EXPRESSED HIS OPINION THAT THE DOCTRINES TAUGHT BY THE FATHERS OF OUR SYSTEM WERE NOT DEVOID OF DIVINE POWER. 
CHAP. XV. 
CELSUS CONTINUES: "THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS, HAVING NO UNDOUBTED FACT ON WHICH TO RELY, DEVISED THE FICTION THAT HE FOREKNEW EVERYTHING BEFORE IT HAPPENED;" NOT OBSERVING, OR NOT WISHING TO OBSERVE, THE LOVE OF TRUTH WHICH ACTUATED THE WRITERS, WHO ACKNOWLEDGED THAT JESUS HAD TOLD HIS DISCIPLES BEFOREHAND, "ALL YE SHALL BE OFFENDED BECAUSE OF ME THIS NIGHT,"--A STATEMENT WHICH WAS FULFILLED BY THEIR ALL BEING OFFENDED; AND THAT HE PREDICTED TO PETER, "BEFORE THE COCK CROW, THOU SHALL DENY ME THRICE," WHICH WAS FOLLOWED BY PETER'S THREEFOLD DENIAL. NOW IF THEY HAD NOT BEEN LOVERS OF TRUTH, BUT, AS CELSUS SUPPOSES, INVENTORS OF FICTIONS, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE REPRESENTED PETER AS DENYING, NOR HIS DISCIPLES AS BEING OFFENDED. FOR ALTHOUGH THESE EVENTS ACTUALLY HAPPENED, WHO COULD HAVE PROVED THAT THEY TURNED OUT IN THAT MANNER? AND YET, ACCORDING TO ALL PROBABILITY, THESE WERE MATTERS WHICH OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN PASSED OVER IN SILENCE BY MEN WHO WISHED TO TEACH THE READERS OF THE GOSPELS TO DESPISE DEATH FOR THE SAKE OF CONFESSING CHRISTIANITY. BUT NOW, SEEING THAT THE WORD, BY ITS POWER, WILL GAIN THE MASTERY OVER MEN, THEY RELATED THOSE FACTS WHICH THEY HAVE DONE, AND WHICH, I KNOW NOT HOW, WERE NEITHER TO DO ANY HARM TO THEIR READERS, NOR TO AFFORD ANY PRETEXT FOR DENIAL. 
CHAP. XVI. 
EXCEEDINGLY WEAK IS HIS ASSERTION, THAT "THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS WROTE SUCH ACCOUNTS REGARDING HIM, BY WAY OF EXTENUATING THE CHARGES THAT TOLD AGAINST HIM: AS IF," HE SAYS, "ANY ONE WERE TO SAY THAT A CERTAIN PERSON WAS A JUST MAN, AND YET WERE TO SHOW THAT HE WAS GUILTY OF INJUSTICE; OR THAT HE WAS PIOUS, AND YET HAD COMMITTED MURDER; OR THAT HE WAS IMMORTAL, AND YET WAS DEAD; SUBJOINING TO ALL THESE STATEMENTS THE REMARK THAT HE HAD FORETOLD ALL THESE THINGS." NOW HIS ILLUSTRATIONS ARE AT ONCE SEEN TO BE INAPPROPRIATE; FOR THERE IS NO ABSURDITY IN HIM WHO HAD RESOLVED THAT HE WOULD BECOME A LIVING PATTERN TO MEN, AS TO THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY WERE TO REGULATE THEIR LIVES, SHOWING ALSO HOW THEY OUGHT TO DIE FOR THE SAKE OF THEIR RELIGION, APART ALTOGETHER FROM THE FACT THAT HIS DEATH ON BEHALF OF MEN WAS A BENEFIT TO THE WHOLE WORLD, AS WE PROVED IN THE PRECEDING BOOK. HE IMAGINES, MOREOVER, THAT THE WHOLE OF THE CONFESSION OF THE SAVIOUR'S SUFFERINGS CONFIRMS HIS OBJECTION INSTEAD OF WEAKENING IT. FOR HE IS NOT ACQUAINTED EITHER WITH THE PHILOSOPHICAL REMARKS OF PAUL, OR THE STATEMENTS OF THE PROPHETS, ON THIS SUBJECT. AND IT ESCAPED HIM THAT CERTAIN HERETICS HAVE DECLARED THAT JESUS UNDERWENT HIS SUFFERINGS IN APPEARANCE, NOT IN REALITY. FOR HAD HE KNOWN, HE WOULD NOT HAVE SAID: "FOR YE DO NOT EVEN ALLEGE THIS, THAT HE SEEMED TO WICKED MEN TO SUFFER THIS PUNISHMENT, THOUGH NOT UNDERGOING IT IN REALITY; BUT, ON THE CONTRARY, YE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HE OPENLY SUFFERED." BUT WE DO NOT VIEW HIS SUFFERINGS AS HAVING BEEN MERELY IN APPEARANCE, IN ORDER THAT HIS RESURRECTION ALSO MAY NOT BE A FALSE, BUT A REAL EVENT. FOR HE WHO REALLY DIED, ACTUALLY AROSE, IF HE DID ARISE; WHEREAS HE WHO APPEARED ONLY TO HAVE DIED, DID NOT IN REALITY ARISE. BUT SINCE THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST IS A SUBJECT OF MOCKERY TO UNBELIEVERS, WE SHALL QUOTE THE WORDS OF PLATO, THAT ERUS THE SON OF ARMENIUS ROSE FROM THE FUNERAL PILE TWELVE DAYS AFTER HE HAD BEEN LAID UPON IT, AND GAVE AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT HE HAD SEEN IN HADES; AND AS WE ARE REPLYING TO UNBELIEVERS, IT WILL NOT BE ALTOGETHER USELESS TO REFER IN THIS PLACE TO WHAT HERACLIDES RELATES RESPECTING THE WOMAN WHO WAS DEPRIVED OF LIFE. AND MANY PERSONS ARE RECORDED TO HAVE RISEN FROM THEIR TOMBS, NOT ONLY ON THE DAY OF THEIR BURIAL, BUT ALSO ON THE DAY FOLLOWING. WHAT WONDER IS IT, THEN, IF IN THE CASE OF ONE WHO PERFORMED MANY MARVELOUS THINGS, BOTH BEYOND THE POWER OF MAN AND WITH SUCH FULNESS OF EVIDENCE, THAT HE WHO COULD NOT DENY THEIR PERFORMANCE, ENDEAVOURED TO CALUMNIATE THEM BY COMPARING THEM TO ACTS OF SORCERY, SHOULD HAVE MANIFESTED ALSO IN HIS DEATH SOME GREATER DISPLAY OF DIVINE POWER, SO THAT HIS SOUL, IF IT PLEASED, MIGHT LEAVE ITS BODY, AND HAVING PERFORMED CERTAIN OFFICES OUT OF IT, MIGHT RETURN AGAIN AT PLEASURE? AND SUCH A DECLARATION IS JESUS SAID TO HAVE MADE IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, WHEN HE SAID: "NO MAN TAKETH MY LIFE FROM ME, BUT I LAY IT DOWN OF MYSELF. I HAVE POWER TO LAY IT DOWN, AND I HAVE POWER TO TAKE IT AGAIN." AND PERHAPS IT WAS ON THIS ACCOUNT THAT HE HASTENED HIS DEPARTURE FROM THE BODY, THAT HE MIGHT PRESERVE IT, AND THAT HIS LEGS MIGHT NOT BE BROKEN, AS WERE THOSE OF THE ROBBERS WHO WERE CRUCIFIED WITH HIM. "FOR THE SOLDIERS BRAKE THE LEGS OF THE FIRST, AND OF THE OTHER WHO WAS CRUCIFIED WITH HIM; BUT WHEN THEY CAME TO JESUS, AND SAW THAT HE WAS DEAD, THEY BRAKE NOT HIS LEGS." WE HAVE ACCORDINGLY ANSWERED THE QUESTION," HOW IS IT CREDIBLE THAT JESUS COULD HAVE PREDICTED THESE THINGS?" AND WITH RESPECT TO THIS, "HOW COULD THE DEAD MAN BE IMMORTAL?" LET HIM WHO WISHES TO UNDERSTAND KNOW, THAT IT IS NOT THE DEAD MAN WHO IS IMMORTAL, BUT HE WHO ROSE FROM THE DEAD. SO FAR, INDEED, WAS THE DEAD MAN FROM BEING IMMORTAL, THAT EVEN THE JESUS BEFORE HIS DECEASE--THE COMPOUND BEING, WHO WAS TO SUFFER DEATH--WAS NOT IMMORTAL. FOR NO ONE IS IMMORTAL WHO IS DESTINED TO DIE; BUT HE IS IMMORTAL WHEN HE SHALL NO LONGER BE SUBJECT TO DEATH. BUT "CHRIST, BEING RAISED FROM THE DEAD, DIETH NO MORE: DEATH HATH NO MORE DOMINION OVER HIM;" ALTHOUGH THOSE MAY BE UNWILLING TO ADMIT THIS WHO CANNOT UNDERSTAND HOW SUCH THINGS SHOULD BE SAID. 
CHAP. XVII. 
EXTREMELY FOOLISH ALSO IS HIS REMARK, "WHAT GOD [JOHN 10:34-35], OR SPIRIT, OR PRUDENT MAN WOULD NOT, ON FORESEEING THAT SUCH EVENTS WERE TO BEFALL HIM, AVOID THEM IF HE COULD; WHEREAS HE THREW HIMSELF HEADLONG INTO THOSE THINGS WHICH HE KNEW BEFOREHAND WERE TO HAPPEN?" AND YET SOCRATES KNEW THAT HE WOULD DIE AFTER DRINKING THE HEMLOCK, AND IT WAS IN HIS POWER, IF HE HAD ALLOWED HIMSELF TO BE PERSUADED BY CRITO, BY ESCAPING FROM PRISON, TO AVOID THESE CALAMITIES; BUT NEVERTHELESS HE DECIDED, AS IT APPEARED TO HIM CONSISTENT WITH FIGHT REASON, THAT IT WAS BETTER FOR HIM TO DIE AS BECAME A PHILOSOPHER, THAN TO RETAIN HIS LIFE IN A MANNER UNBECOMING ONE. LEONIDAS ALSO, THE LACEDAEMONIAN GENERAL, KNOWING THAT HE WAS ON THE POINT OF DYING WITH HIS FOLLOWERS AT THERMOPYLAE, DID NOT MAKE ANY EFFORT TO PRESERVE HIS LIFE BY DISGRACEFUL MEANS BUT SAID TO HIS COMPANIONS, "LET US GO TO BREAKFAST, AS WE SHALL SUP IN HADES." AND THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTED IN COLLECTING STORIES OF THIS KIND WILL FIND NUMBERS OF THEM. NOW, WHERE IS THE WONDER IF JESUS, KNOWING ALL THINGS THAT WERE TO HAPPEN, DID NOT AVOID THEM, BUT ENCOUNTERED WHAT HE FOREKNEW; WHEN PAUL, HIS OWN DISCIPLE, HAVING HEARD WHAT WOULD BEFALL HIM WHEN HE WENT UP TO JERUSALEM, PROCEEDED TO FACE THE DANGER, REPROACHING THOSE WHO WERE WEEPING AROUND HIM, AND ENDEAVOURING TO PREVENT HIM FROM GOING UP TO JERUSALEM? MANY ALSO OF OUR CONTEMPORARIES, KNOWING WELL THAT IF THEY MADE A CONFESSION OF CHRISTIANITY THEY WOULD BE PUT TO DEATH, BUT THAT IF THEY DENIED IT THEY WOULD BE LIBERATED, AND THEIR PROPERTY RESTORED, DESPISED LIFE, AND VOLUNTARILY SELECTED DEATH FOR THE SAKE OF THEIR RELIGION. 
CHAP. XVIII. 
AFTER THIS THE JEW MAKES ANOTHER SILLY REMARK, SAYING, "HOW IS IT THAT, IF JESUS POINTED OUT BEFOREHAND BOTH THE TRAITOR AND THE PERJURER, THEY DID NOT FEAR HIM AS A GOD, AND CEASE, THE ONE FROM HIS INTENDED TREASON, AND THE OTHER FROM HIS PERJURY?" HERE THE LEARNED CELSUS DID NOT SEE THE CONTRADICTION IN HIS STATEMENT: FOR IF JESUS FOREKNEW EVENTS AS A GOD, THEN IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIS FOREKNOWLEDGE TO PROVE UNTRUE; AND THEREFORE, IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM WHO WAS KNOWN TO HIM AS GOING TO BETRAY HIM NOT TO EXECUTE HIS PURPOSE, NOR FOR HIM WHO WAS REBUKED AS GOING TO DENY HIM NOT TO HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF THAT CRIME. FOR IF IT HAD BEEN POSSIBLE FOR THE ONE TO ABSTAIN FROM THE ACT OF BETRAYAL, AND THE OTHER FROM THAT OF DENIAL, AS HAVING BEEN WARNED OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF THESE ACTIONS BEFOREHAND, THEN HIS WORDS WERE NO LONGER TRUE, WHO PREDICTED THAT THE ONE WOULD BETRAY HIM AND THE OTHER DENY HIM. FOR IF HE HAD FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THE TRAITOR, HE KNEW THE WICKEDNESS IN WHICH THE TREASON ORIGINATED, AND THIS WICKEDNESS WAS BY NO MEANS TAKEN AWAY BY THE FOREKNOWLEDGE. AND, AGAIN, IF HE HAD ASCERTAINED THAT ONE WOULD DENY HIM, HE MADE THAT PREDICTION FROM SEEING THE WEAKNESS OUT OF WHICH THAT ACT OF DENIAL WOULD ARISE, AND YET THIS WEAKNESS WAS NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY THUS AT ONCE, BY THE FOREKNOWLEDGE. BUT WHENCE HE DERIVED THE STATEMENT, "THAT THESE PERSONS BETRAYED AND DENIED HIM WITHOUT MANIFESTING ANY CONCERN ABOUT HIM," I KNOW NOT; FOR IT WAS PROVED, WITH RESPECT TO THE TRAITOR, THAT IT IS FALSE TO SAY THAT HE BETRAYED HIS MASTER WITHOUT AN EXHIBITION OF ANXIETY REGARDING HIM. AND THIS WAS SHOWN TO BE EQUALLY TRUE OF HIM WHO DENIED HIM; FOR HE WENT OUT, AFTER THE DENIAL, AND WEPT BITTERLY. 
CHAP. XIX. 
SUPERFICIAL ALSO IS HIS OBJECTION, THAT "IT IS ALWAYS THE CASE WHEN A MAN AGAINST WHOM A PLOT IS FORMED, AND WHO COMES TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF IT, MAKES KNOWN TO THE CONSPIRATORS THAT HE IS ACQUAINTED WITH THEIR DESIGN, THAT THE LATTER ARE TURNED FROM THEIR PURPOSE, AND KEEP UPON THEIR GUARD." FOR MANY HAVE CONTINUED TO PLOT EVEN AGAINST THOSE WHO WERE ACQUAINTED WITH THEIR PLANS. AND THEN, AS IF BRINGING HIS ARGUMENT TO A CONCLUSION, HE SAYS: "NOT BECAUSE THESE THINGS WERE PREDICTED DID THEY COME TO PASS, FOR THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE; BUT SINCE THEY HAVE COME TO PASS, THEIR BEING PREDICTED IS SHOWN TO BE A FALSEHOOD: FOR IT IS ALTOGETHER IMPOSSIBLE THAT THOSE WHO HEARD BEFOREHAND OF THE DISCOVERY OF THEIR DESIGNS, SHOULD CARRY OUT THEIR PLANS OF BETRAYAL AND DENIAL!" BUT IF HIS PREMISES ARE OVERTHROWN, THEN HIS CONCLUSION ALSO FALLS TO THE GROUND, VIZ., "THAT WE ARE NOT TO BELIEVE, BECAUSE THESE THINGS WERE PREDICTED, THAT THEY HAVE COME TO PASS." NOW WE MAINTAIN THAT THEY NOT ONLY CAME TO PASS AS BEING POSSIBLE, BUT ALSO THAT, BECAUSE THEY CAME TO PASS, THE FACT OF THEIR BEING PREDICTED IS SHOWN TO BE TRUE; FOR THE TRUTH REGARDING FUTURE EVENTS IS JUDGED OF BY RESULTS. IT IS FALSE, THEREFORE, AS ASSERTED BY HIM, THAT THE PREDICTION OF THESE EVENTS IS PROVED TO BE UNTRUE; AND IT IS TO NO PURPOSE THAT HE SAYS, "IT IS ALTOGETHER IMPOSSIBLE FOR THOSE WHO HEARD BEFOREHAND THAT THEIR DESIGNS WERE DISCOVERED, TO CARRY OUT THEIR PLANS OF BETRAYAL AND DENIAL." 
CHAP. XX. 
LET US SEE HOW HE CONTINUES AFTER THIS: "THESE EVENTS," HE SAYS, "HE PREDICTED AS BEING A GOD, AND THE PREDICTION MUST BY ALL MEANS COME TO PASS. GOD, THEREFORE, WHO ABOVE ALL OTHERS OUGHT TO DO GOOD TO MEN, AND ESPECIALLY TO THOSE OF HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD, LED ON HIS OWN DISCIPLES AND PROPHETS, WITH WHOM HE WAS IN THE HABIT OF EATING AND DRINKING, TO SUCH A DEGREE OF WICKEDNESS, THAT THEY BECAME IMPIOUS AND UNHOLY MEN. NOW, OF A TRUTH, HE WHO SHARED A MAN'S TABLE WOULD NOT BE GUILTY OF CONSPIRING AGAINST HIM; BUT AFTER BANQUETING WITH GOD, HE BECAME A CONSPIRATOR. AND, WHAT IS STILL MORE ABSURD, GOD HIMSELF PLOTTED AGAINST THE MEMBERS OF HIS OWN TABLE, BY CONVERTING THEM INTO TRAITORS AND VILLAINS!" NOW, SINCE YOU WISH ME TO ANSWER EVEN THOSE CHARGES OF CELSUS WHICH SEEM TO ME FRIVOLOUS, THE FOLLOWING IS OUR REPLY TO SUCH STATEMENTS. CELSUS IMAGINES THAT AN EVENT, PREDICTED THROUGH FOREKNOWLEDGE, COMES TO PASS BECAUSE IT WAS PREDICTED; BUT WE DO NOT GRANT THIS, MAINTAINING THAT HE WHO FORETOLD IT WAS NOT THE CAUSE OF ITS HAPPENING, BECAUSE HE FORETOLD IT WOULD HAPPEN; BUT THE FUTURE EVENT ITSELF, WHICH WOULD HAVE TAKEN PLACE THOUGH NOT PREDICTED, AFFORDED THE OCCASION TO HIM, WHO WAS ENDOWED WITH FOREKNOWLEDGE, OF FORETELLING ITS OCCURRENCE. NOW, CERTAINLY THIS RESULT IS PRESENT TO THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF HIM WHO PREDICTS AN EVENT, WHEN IT IS POSSIBLE THAT IT MAY OR MAY NOT HAPPEN, VIZ., THAT ONE OR OTHER OF THESE THINGS WILL TAKE PLACE. FOR WE DO NOT ASSERT THAT HE WHO FOREKNOWS AN EVENT, BY SECRETLY TAKING AWAY THE POSSIBILITY OF IT HAPPENING OR NOT, MAKES ANY SUCH DECLARATION AS THIS: "THIS SHALL INFALLIBLY HAPPEN, AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT IT CAN BE OTHERWISE." AND THIS REMARK APPLIES TO ALL THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF EVENTS DEPENDENT UPON OURSELVES, WHETHER CONTAINED IN THE SACRED SCRIPTURES OR IN THE HISTORIES OF THE GREEKS. NOW, WHAT IS CALLED BY LOGICIANS AN" IDLE ARGUMENT," WHICH IS A SOPHISM, WILL BE NO SOPHISM AS FAR AS CELSUS CAN HELP, BUT ACCORDING TO SOUND REASONING IT IS A SOPHISM. AND THAT THIS MAY BE SEEN, I SHALL TAKE FROM THE SCRIPTURES THE PREDICTIONS REGARDING JUDAS, OR THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF OUR SAVIOUR REGARDING HIM AS THE TRAITOR; AND FROM THE GREEK HISTORIES THE ORACLE THAT WAS GIVEN TO LAIUS, CONCEDING FOR THE PRESENT ITS TRUTH, SINCE IT DOES NOT AFFECT THE ARGUMENT. NOW, IN PS. CVIII., JUDAS IS SPOKEN OF BY THE MOUTH OF THE SAVIOUR, IN WORDS BEGINNING THUS: "HOLD NOT THY PEACE, O GOD OF MY PRAISE; FOR THE MOUTH OF THE WICKED AND THE MOUTH OF THE DECEITFUL ARE OPENED AGAINST ME." NOW, IF YOU CAREFULLY OBSERVE THE CONTENTS OF THE PSALM, YOU WILL FIND THAT, AS IT WAS FOREKNOWN THAT HE WOULD BETRAY THE SAVIOUR, SO ALSO WAS HE CONSIDERED TO BE HIMSELF THE CAUSE OF THE BETRAYAL, AND DESERVING, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WICKEDNESS, OF THE IMPRECATIONS CONTAINED IN THE PROPHECY. FOR LET HIM SUFFER THESE THINGS," BECAUSE," SAYS THE PSALMIST, "HE REMEMBERED NOT TO SHOW MERCY, BUT PERSECUTED THE POOR AND NEEDY MAN." WHEREFORE IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO SHOW MERCY, AND NOT TO PERSECUTE HIM WHOM HE DID PERSECUTE. BUT ALTHOUGH HE MIGHT HAVE DONE THESE THINGS, HE DID NOT DO THEM, BUT CARRIED OUT THE ACT OF TREASON, SO AS TO MERIT THE CURSES PRONOUNCED AGAINST HIM IN THE PROPHECY. AND IN ANSWER TO THE GREEKS WE SHALL QUOTE THE FOLLOWING ORACULAR RESPONSE TO LAIUS, AS RECORDED BY THE TRAGIC POET, EITHER IN THE EXACT WORDS OF THE ORACLE OR IN EQUIVALENT TERMS. FUTURE EVENTS ARE THUS MADE KNOWN TO HIM BY THE ORACLE: "DO NOT TRY TO BEGET CHILDREN AGAINST THE WILL OF THE GODS. FOR IF YOU BEGET A SON, YOUR SON SHALL MURDER YOU; AND ALL YOUR HOUSEHOLD SHALL WADE IN BLOOD." NOW FROM THIS IT IS CLEAR THAT IT WAS WITHIN THE POWER OF LAIUS NOT TO TRY TO BEGET CHILDREN, FOR THE ORACLE WOULD NOT HAVE COMMANDED AN IMPOSSIBILITY; AND IT WAS ALSO IN HIS POWER TO DO THE OPPOSITE, SO THAT NEITHER OF THESE COURSES WAS COMPULSORY. AND THE CONSEQUENCE OF HIS NOT GUARDING AGAINST THE BEGETTING OF CHILDREN WAS, THAT HE SUFFERED FROM SO DOING THE CALAMITIES DESCRIBED IN THE TRAGEDIES RELATING TO (EDIPUS AND JOCASTA AND THEIR SONS. NOW THAT WHICH IS CALLED THE "IDLE ARGUMENT," BEING A QUIBBLE, IS SUCH AS MIGHT BE APPLIED, SAY IN THE CASE OF A SICK MAN, WITH THE VIEW OF SOPHISTICALLY PREVENTING HIM FROM EMPLOYING A PHYSICIAN TO PROMOTE HIS RECOVERY; AND IT IS SOMETHING LIKE THIS: "IF IT IS DECREED THAT YOU SHOULD RECOVER FROM YOUR DISEASE, YOU WILL RECOVER WHETHER YOU CALL IN A PHYSICIAN OR NOT; BUT IF IT IS DECREED THAT YOU SHOULD NOT RECOVER, YOU WILL NOT RECOVER WHETHER YOU CALL IN A PHYSICIAN OR NO. BUT IT IS CERTAINLY DECREED EITHER THAT YOU SHOULD RECOVER, OR THAT YOU SHOULD NOT RECOVER; AND THEREFORE, IT IS IN VAIN THAT YOU CALL IN A PHYSICIAN." NOW WITH THIS ARGUMENT THE FOLLOWING MAY BE WITTILY COMPARED: "IF IT IS DECREED THAT YOU SHOULD BEGET CHILDREN, YOU WILL BEGET THEM, WHETHER YOU HAVE INTERCOURSE WITH A WOMAN OR NOT. BUT IF IT IS DECREED THAT YOU SHOULD NOT BEGET CHILDREN, YOU WILL NOT DO SO, WHETHER YOU HAVE INTERCOURSE WITH A WOMAN OR NO. NOW, CERTAINLY, IT IS DECREED EITHER THAT YOU SHOULD BEGET CHILDREN OR NOT; THEREFORE, IT IS IN VAIN THAT YOU HAVE INTERCOURSE WITH A WOMAN." FOR, AS IN THE LATTER INSTANCE, INTERCOURSE WITH A WOMAN IS NOT EMPLOYED IN VAIN, SEEING IT IS AN UTTER IMPOSSIBILITY FOR HIM WHO DOES NOT USE IT TO BEGET CHILDREN; SO, IN THE FORMER, IF RECOVERY FROM DISEASE IS TO BE ACCOMPLISHED BY MEANS OF THE HEALING ART, OF NECESSITY THE PHYSICIAN IS SUMMONED, AND IT IS THEREFORE FALSE TO SAY THAT "IN VAIN DO YOU CALL IN A PHYSICIAN." WE HAVE BROUGHT FORWARD ALL THESE ILLUSTRATIONS ON ACCOUNT OF THE ASSERTION OF THIS LEARNED CELSUS, THAT "BEING A GOD HE PREDICTED THESE THINGS, AND THE PREDICTIONS MUST BY ALL MEANS COME TO PASS." NOW, IF BY "BY ALL MEANS" HE MEANS "NECESSARILY," WE CANNOT ADMIT THIS. FOR IT WAS QUITE POSSIBLE, ALSO, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT COME TO PASS. BUT IF HE USES "BY ALL MEANS" IN THE SENSE OF "SIMPLE FUTURITY," WHICH NOTHING HINDERS FROM BEING TRUE (ALTHOUGH IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT THEY MIGHT NOT HAPPEN), HE DOES NOT AT ALL TOUCH MY ARGUMENT; NOR DID IT FOLLOW, FROM JESUS HAVING PREDICTED THE ACTS OF THE TRAITOR OR THE PERJURER, THAT IT WAS THE SAME THING WITH HIS BEING THE CAUSE OF SUCH IMPIOUS AND UNHOLY PROCEEDINGS. FOR HE WHO WAS AMONGST US, AND KNEW WHAT WAS IN MAN, SEEING HIS EVIL DISPOSITION, AND FORESEEING WHAT HE WOULD ATTEMPT FROM HIS SPIRIT OF COVETOUSNESS, AND FROM HIS WANT OF STABLE IDEAS OF DUTY TOWARDS HIS MASTER, ALONG WITH MANY OTHER DECLARATIONS, GAVE UTTERANCE TO THIS ALSO: "HE THAT DIPPETH HIS HAND WITH ME IN THE DISH, THE SAME SHALL BETRAY ME." 
CHAP. XXI. 
OBSERVE ALSO THE SUPERFICIALITY AND MANIFEST FALSITY OF SUCH A STATEMENT OF CELSUS, WHEN HE ASSERTS "THAT HE WHO WAS PARTAKER OF A MAN'S TABLE WOULD NOT CONSPIRE AGAINST HIM; AND IF HE WOULD NOT CONSPIRE AGAINST A MAN, MUCH LESS WOULD HE PLOT AGAINST A GOD AFTER BANQUETING WITH HIM." FOR WHO DOES NOT KNOW THAT MANY PERSONS, AFTER PARTAKING OF THE SALT ON THE TABLE, HAVE ENTERED INTO A CONSPIRACY AGAINST THEIR ENTERTAINERS? THE WHOLE OF GREEK AND BARBARIAN HISTORY IS FULL OF SUCH INSTANCES. AND THE IAMBIC POET OF PAROS, WHEN UPBRAIDING LYCAMBES WITH HAVING VIOLATED COVENANTS CONFIRMED BY THE SALT OF THE TABLE, SAYS TO HIM: "BUT THOU HAST BROKEN A MIGHTY OATH--THAT, VIZ., BY THE SALT OF THE TABLE." AND THEY WHO ARE INTERESTED IN HISTORICAL LEARNING, AND WHO GIVE THEMSELVES WHOLLY TO IT, TO THE NEGLECT OF OTHER BRANCHES OF KNOWLEDGE MORE NECESSARY FOR THE CONDUCT OF LIFE, CAN QUOTE NUMEROUS INSTANCES, SHOWING THAT THEY WHO SHARED IN THE HOSPITALITY OF OTHERS ENTERED INTO CONSPIRACIES AGAINST THEM. 
CHAP. XXII. 
HE ADDS TO THIS, AS IF HE HAD BROUGHT TOGETHER AN ARGUMENT WITH CONCLUSIVE DEMONSTRATIONS AND CONSEQUENCES, THE FOLLOWING: "AND, WHICH IS STILL MORE ABSURD, GOD HIMSELF CONSPIRED AGAINST THOSE WHO SAT AT HIS TABLE, BY CONVERTING THEM INTO TRAITORS AND IMPIOUS MEN." BUT HOW JESUS COULD EITHER CONSPIRE OR CONVERT HIS DISCIPLES INTO TRAITORS OR IMPIOUS MEN, IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO PROVE, SAVE BY MEANS OF SUCH A DEDUCTION AS ANY ONE COULD REFUTE WITH THE GREATEST EASE. 
CHAP. XXIII. 
HE CONTINUES IN THIS STRAIN: "IF HE HAD DETERMINED UPON THESE THINGS, AND UNDERWENT CHASTISEMENT IN OBEDIENCE TO HIS FATHER, IT IS MANIFEST THAT, BEING A GOD, AND SUBMITTING VOLUNTARILY, THOSE THINGS THAT WERE DONE AGREEABLY TO HIS OWN DECISION WERE NEITHER PAINFUL NOR DISTRESSING." BUT HE DID NOT OBSERVE THAT HERE HE WAS AT ONCE CONTRADICTING HIMSELF. FOR IF HE GRANTED THAT HE WAS CHASTISED BECAUSE HE HAD DETERMINED UPON THESE THINGS, AND HAD SUBMITTED HIMSELF TO HIS FATHER, IT IS CLEAR THAT HE ACTUALLY SUFFERED PUNISHMENT, AND IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE THAT WHAT WAS INFLICTED ON HIM BY HIS CHASTISERS SHOULD NOT BE PAINFUL, BECAUSE PAIN IS AN INVOLUNTARY THING. BUT IF, BECAUSE HE WAS WILLING TO SUFFER, HIS INFLICTIONS WERE NEITHER PAINFUL NOR DISTRESSING, HOW DID HE GRANT THAT "HE WAS CHASTISED?" HE DID NOT PERCEIVE THAT WHEN JESUS HAD ONCE, BY HIS BIRTH, ASSUMED A BODY, HE ASSUMED ONE WHICH WAS CAPABLE BOTH OF SUFFERING PAINS, AND THOSE DISTRESSES INCIDENTAL TO HUMANITY, IF WE ARE TO UNDERSTAND BY DISTRESSES WHAT NO ONE VOLUNTARILY CHOOSES. SINCE, THEREFORE, HE VOLUNTARILY ASSUMED A BODY, NOT WHOLLY OF A DIFFERENT NATURE FROM THAT OF HUMAN FLESH, SO ALONG WITH HIS BODY HE ASSUMED ALSO ITS SUFFERINGS AND DISTRESSES, WHICH IT WAS NOT IN HIS POWER TO AVOID ENDURING, IT BEING IN THE POWER OF THOSE WHO INFLICTED THEM TO SEND UPON HIM THINGS DISTRESSING AND PAINFUL. AND IN THE PRECEDING PAGES WE HAVE ALREADY SHOWN, THAT HE WOULD NOT HAVE COME INTO THE HANDS OF MEN HAD HE NOT SO WILLED. BUT HE DID COME, BECAUSE HE WAS WILLING TO COME, AND BECAUSE IT WAS MANIFEST BEFOREHAND THAT HIS DYING UPON BEHALF OF MEN WOULD BE OF ADVANTAGE TO THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE. 
CHAP. XXIV. 
AFTER THIS, WISHING TO PROVE THAT THE OCCURRENCES WHICH BEFELL HIM WERE PAINFUL AND DISTRESSING, AND THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM, HAD HE WISHED, TO RENDER THEM OTHERWISE, HE PROCEEDS: "WHY DOES HE MOURN, AND LAMENT, AND PRAY TO ESCAPE THE FEAR OF DEATH, EXPRESSING HIMSELF IN TERMS LIKE THESE: 'O FATHER, IF IT BE POSSIBLE, LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME?'" NOW IN THESE WORDS OBSERVE THE MALIGNITY OF CELSUS, HOW NOT ACCEPTING THE LOVE OF TRUTH WHICH ACTUATES THE WRITERS OF THE GOSPELS (WHO MIGHT HAVE PASSED OVER IN SILENCE THOSE POINTS WHICH, AS CELSUS THINKS, ARE CENSURABLE, BUT WHO DID NOT OMIT THEM FOR MANY REASONS, WHICH ANY ONE, IN EXPOUNDING THE GOSPEL, CAN GIVE IN THEIR PROPER PLACE), HE BRINGS AN ACCUSATION AGAINST THE GOSPEL STATEMENT, GROSSLY EXAGGERATING THE FACTS, AND QUOTING WHAT IS NOT WRITTEN IN THE GOSPELS, SEEING IT IS NOWHERE FOUND THAT JESUS LAMENTED. AND HE CHANGES THE WORDS IN THE EXPRESSION, "FATHER, IF IT BE POSSIBLE, LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME," AND DOES NOT GIVE WHAT FOLLOWS IMMEDIATELY AFTER, WHICH MANIFESTS AT ONCE THE READY OBEDIENCE OF JESUS TO HIS FATHER, AND HIS GREATNESS OF MIND, AND WHICH RUNS THUS: "NEVERTHELESS, NOT AS I WILL, BUT AS THOU WILT." NAY, EVEN THE CHEERFUL OBEDIENCE OF JESUS TO THE WILL OF HIS FATHER IN THOSE THINGS WHICH HE WAS CONDEMNED TO SUFFER, EXHIBITED IN THE DECLARATION, "IF THIS CUP CANNOT PASS FROM ME EXCEPT I DRINK IT, THY WILL BE DONE," HE PRETENDS NOT TO HAVE OBSERVED, ACTING HERE LIKE THOSE WICKED INDIVIDUALS WHO LISTEN TO THE HOLY SCRIPTURES IN A MALIGNANT SPIRIT, AND "WHO TALK WICKEDNESS WITH LOFTY HEAD." FOR THEY APPEAR TO HAVE HEARD THE DECLARATION, "I KILL," AND THEY OFTEN MAKE IT TO US A SUBJECT OF REPROACH; BUT THE WORDS, "I WILL MAKE ALIVE," THEY DO NOT REMEMBER,--THE WHOLE SENTENCE SHOWING THAT THOSE WHO LIVE AMID PUBLIC WICKEDNESS, AND WHO WORK WICKEDLY, ARE PUT TO DEATH BY GOD, AND THAT A BETTER LIFE IS INFUSED INTO THEM INSTEAD, EVEN ONE WHICH GOD WILL GIVE TO THOSE WHO HAVE DIED TO SIN. AND SO ALSO THESE MEN HAVE HEARD THE WORDS, "I WILL SMITE;" BUT THEY DO NOT SEE THESE, "AND I WILL HEAL," WHICH ARE LIKE THE WORDS OF A PHYSICIAN, WHO CUTS BODIES ASUNDER, AND INFLICTS SEVERE WOUNDS, IN ORDER TO EXTRACT FROM THEM SUBSTANCES THAT ARE INJURIOUS AND PREJUDICIAL TO HEALTH, AND WHO DOES NOT TERMINATE HIS WORK WITH PAINS AND LACERATIONS, BUT BY HIS TREATMENT RESTORES THE BODY TO THAT STATE OF SOUNDNESS WHICH HE HAS IN VIEW. MOREOVER, THEY HAVE NOT HEARD THE WHOLE OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT, "FOR HE MAKETH SORE, AND AGAIN BINDETH UP;" BUT ONLY THIS PART, "HE MAKETH SORE." SO IN LIKE MANNER ACTS THIS JEW OF CELSUS WHO QUOTES THE WORDS, "O FATHER, WOULD THAT THIS CUP MIGHT PASS FROM ME;" BUT WHO DOES NOT ADD WHAT FOLLOWS, AND WHICH EXHIBITS THE FIRMNESS OF JESUS, AND HIS PREPAREDNESS FOR SUFFERING. BUT THESE MATTERS, WHICH AFFORD GREAT ROOM FOR EXPLANATION FROM THE WISDOM OF GOD, AND WHICH MAY REASONABLY BE PONDERED OVER BY THOSE WHOM PAUL CALLS "PERFECT" WHEN HE SAID, "WE SPEAK WISDOM AMONG THEM WHO ARE PERFECT," WE PASS BY FOR THE PRESENT, AND SHALL SPEAK FOR A LITTLE OF THOSE MATTERS WHICH ARE USEFUL FOR OUR PRESENT PURPOSE. 
CHAP. XXV. 
WE HAVE MENTIONED IN THE PRECEDING PAGES THAT THERE ARE SOME OF THE DECLARATIONS OF JESUS WHICH REFER TO THAT BEING IN HIM WHICH WAS THE "FIRST-BORN OF EVERY CREATURE," SUCH AS, "I AM THE WAY, AND THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE," AND SUCH LIKE; AND OTHERS, AGAIN, WHICH BELONG TO THAT IN HIM WHICH IS UNDERSTOOD TO BE MAN, SUCH AS, "BUT NOW YE SEEK TO KILL ME, A MAN THAT HATH TOLD YOU THE TRUTH WHICH I HAVE HEARD OF THE FATHER." AND HERE, ACCORDINGLY, HE DESCRIBES THE ELEMENT OF WEAKNESS BELONGING TO HUMAN FLESH, AND THAT OF READINESS OF SPIRIT WHICH EXISTED IN HIS HUMANITY: THE ELEMENT OF WEAKNESS IN THE EXPRESSION, "FATHER, IF IT BE POSSIBLE, LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME;" THE READINESS OF THE SPIRIT IN THIS, "NEVERTHELESS, NOT AS I WILL, BUT AS THOU WILT." AND SINCE IT IS PROPER TO OBSERVE THE ORDER OF OUR QUOTATIONS, OBSERVE THAT, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THERE IS MENTIONED ONLY THE SINGLE INSTANCE, AS ONE WOULD SAY, INDICATING THE WEAKNESS OF THE FLESH; AND AFTERWARDS THOSE OTHER INSTANCES, GREATER IN NUMBER, MANIFESTING THE WILLINGNESS OF THE SPIRIT. FOR THE EXPRESSION, "FATHER, IF IT BE POSSIBLE, LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME," IS ONLY ONE: WHEREAS MORE NUMEROUS ARE THOSE OTHERS, VIZ., "NOT AS I WILL, BUT AS THOU WILT;" AND, "O MY FATHER, IF THIS CUP CANNOT PASS FROM ME EXCEPT, I DRINK IT, THY WILL BE DONE." IT IS TO BE NOTED ALSO, THAT THE WORDS ARE NOT, "LET THIS CUP DEPART FROM ME;" BUT THAT THE WHOLE EXPRESSION IS MARKED BY A TONE OF PIETY AND REVERENCE, "FATHER, IF IT BE POSSIBLE, LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME." I KNOW, INDEED, THAT THERE IS ANOTHER EXPLANATION OF THIS PASSAGE TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT:--THE SAVIOUR, FORESEEING THE SUFFERINGS WHICH THE JEWISH PEOPLE AND THE CITY OF JERUSALEM WERE TO UNDERGO IN REQUITAL OF THE WICKED DEEDS WHICH THE JEWS HAD DARED TO PERPETRATE UPON HIM, FROM NO OTHER MOTIVE THAN THAT OF THE PUREST PHILANTHROPY TOWARDS THEM, AND FROM A DESIRE THAT THEY MIGHT ESCAPE THE IMPENDING CALAMITIES, GAVE UTTERANCE TO THE PRAYER, "FATHER, IF IT BE POSSIBLE, LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME." IT IS AS IF HE HAD SAID, "BECAUSE OF MY DRINKING THIS CUP OF PUNISHMENT, THE WHOLE NATION WILL BE FORSAKEN BY THEE, I PRAY, IF IT BE POSSIBLE, THAT THIS CUP MAY PASS FROM ME, IN ORDER THAT THY PORTION, WHICH WAS GUILTY OF SUCH CRIMES AGAINST ME, MAY NOT BE ALTOGETHER DESERTED BY THEE." BUT IF, AS CELSUS WOULD ALLEGE, "NOTHING AT THAT TIME WAS DONE TO JESUS WHICH WAS EITHER PAINFUL OR DISTRESSING," HOW COULD MEN AFTERWARDS QUOTE THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS AS ENDURING SUFFERINGS FOR THE SAKE OF RELIGION, IF HE DID NOT SUFFER WHAT ARE HUMAN SUFFERINGS, BUT ONLY HAD THE APPEARANCE OF SO DOING? 
CHAP. XXVI. 
THIS JEW OF CELSUS STILL ACCUSES THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS OF HAVING INVENTED THESE STATEMENTS. SAYING TO THEM: "EVEN ALTHOUGH GUILTY OF FALSEHOOD, YE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO GIVE A COLOUR OF CREDIBILITY TO YOUR INVENTIONS." IN ANSWER TO WHICH WE HAVE TO SAY, THAT THERE WAS AN EASY METHOD OF CONCEALING THESE OCCURRENCES, THAT, VIZ., OF NOT RECORDING THEM AT ALL. FOR IF THE GOSPELS HAD NOT CONTAINED THE ACCOUNTS OF THESE THINGS, WHO COULD HAVE REPROACHED US WITH JESUS HAVING SPOKEN SUCH WORDS DURING HIS STAY UPON THE EARTH? CELSUS, INDEED, DID NOT SEE THAT IT WAS AN INCONSISTENCY FOR THE SAME PERSONS BOTH TO BE DECEIVED REGARDING JESUS, BELIEVING HIM TO BE GOD, AND THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY, AND TO INVENT FICTIONS ABOUT HIM, KNOWING MANIFESTLY THAT THESE STATEMENTS WERE FALSE. OF A TRUTH, THEREFORE, THEY WERE NOT GUILTY OF INVENTING UNTRUTHS, BUT SUCH WERE THEIR REAL IMPRESSIONS, AND THEY RECORDED THEM TRULY; OR ELSE THEY WERE GUILTY OF FALSIFYING THE HISTORIES, AND DID NOT ENTERTAIN THESE VIEWS, AND WERE NOT DECEIVED WHEN THEY ACKNOWLEDGED HIM TO BE GOD. 
CHAP. XXVII. 
AFTER THIS HE SAYS, THAT CERTAIN OF THE CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS, LIKE PERSONS WHO IN A FIT OF DRUNKENNESS LAY VIOLENT HANDS UPON THEMSELVES, HAVE CORRUPTED THE GOSPEL FROM ITS ORIGINAL INTEGRITY, TO A THREEFOLD, AND FOURFOLD, AND MANY-FOLD DEGREE, AND HAVE REMODELED IT, SO THAT THEY MIGHT BE ABLE TO ANSWER OBJECTIONS. NOW I KNOW OF NO OTHERS WHO HAVE ALTERED THE GOSPEL, SAVE THE. FOLLOWERS OF MARCION, AND THOSE OF VALENTINUS, AND, I THINK, ALSO THOSE OF LUCIAN. BUT SUCH AN ALLEGATION IS NO CHARGE AGAINST THE CHRISTIAN SYSTEM, BUT AGAINST THOSE WHO DARED SO TO TRIFLE WITH THE GOSPELS. AND AS IT IS NO GROUND OF ACCUSATION AGAINST PHILOSOPHY, THAT THERE EXIST SOPHISTS, OR EPICUREANS, OR PERIPATETICS, OR ANY OTHERS, WHOEVER THEY MAY BE, WHO HOLD FALSE OPINIONS; SO, NEITHER IS IT AGAINST GENUINE CHRISTIANITY THAT THERE ARE SOME WHO CORRUPT THE GOSPEL HISTORIES, AND WHO INTRODUCE HERESIES OPPOSED TO THE MEANING OF THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS. 
CHAP. XXVIII. 
AND SINCE THIS JEW OF CELSUS MAKES IT A SUBJECT OF REPROACH THAT CHRISTIANS SHOULD MAKE USE OF THE PROPHETS, WHO PREDICTED THE EVENTS OF CHRIST'S LIFE, WE HAVE TO SAY, IN ADDITION TO WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY ADVANCED UPON THIS HEAD, THAT IT BECAME HIM TO SPARE INDIVIDUALS, AS HE SAYS, AND TO EXPOUND THE PROPHECIES THEMSELVES, AND AFTER ADMITTING THE PROBABILITY OF THE CHRISTIAN INTERPRETATION OF THEM, TO SHOW HOW THE USE WHICH THEY MAKE OF THEM MAY BE OVERTURNED. FOR IN THIS WAY HE WOULD NOT APPEAR HASTILY TO ASSUME SO IMPORTANT A POSITION ON SMALL GROUNDS, AND PARTICULARLY WHEN HE ASSERTS THAT THE "PROPHECIES AGREE WITH TEN THOUSAND OTHER THINGS MORE CREDIBLY THAN WITH JESUS." AND HE OUGHT TO HAVE CAREFULLY MET THIS POWERFUL ARGUMENT OF THE CHRISTIANS, AS BEING THE STRONGEST WHICH THEY ADDUCE, AND TO HAVE DEMONSTRATED WITH REGARD TO EACH PARTICULAR PROPHECY, THAT IT CAN APPLY TO OTHER EVENTS WITH GREATER PROBABILITY THAN TO JESUS. HE DID NOT, HOWEVER, PERCEIVE THAT THIS WAS A PLAUSIBLE ARGUMENT TO BE ADVANCED AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS ONLY BY ONE WHO WAS AN OPPONENT OF THE PROPHETIC WRITINGS; BUT CELSUS HAS HERE PUT L IN THE MOUTH OF A JEW AN OBJECTION WHICH A JEW WOULD NOT HAVE MADE. FOR A JEW WILL NOT ADMIT THAT THE PROPHECIES MAY BE APPLIED TO COUNTLESS OTHER THINGS WITH GREATER PROBABILITY THAN TO JESUS; BUT HE WILL ENDEAVOUR, AFTER GIVING WHAT APPEARS TO HIM THE MEANING OF EACH, TO OPPOSE THE CHRISTIAN INTERPRETATION, NOT INDEED BY ANY MEANS ADDUCING CONVINCING REASONS, BUT ONLY ATTEMPTING TO DO SO. 
CHAP. XXIX. 
IN THE PRECEDING PAGES WE HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN OF THIS POINT, VIZ., THE PREDICTION THAT THERE WERE TO BE TWO ADVENTS OF CHRIST TO THE HUMAN RACE, SO THAT IT IS NOT NECESSARY FOR US TO REPLY TO THE OBJECTION, SUPPOSED TO BE URGED BY A JEW, THAT "THE PROPHETS DECLARE THE COMING ONE TO BE A MIGHTY POTENTATE, LORD OF ALL NATIONS AND ARMIES." BUT IT IS IN THE SPIRIT OF A JEW, I THINK, AND IN KEEPING WITH THEIR BITTER ANIMOSITY, AND BASELESS AND EVEN IMPROBABLE CALUMNIES AGAINST JESUS, THAT HE ADDS: "NOR DID THE PROPHETS PREDICT SUCH A PESTILENCE." FOR NEITHER JEWS, NOR CELSUS, NOR ANY OTHER, CAN BRING ANY ARGUMENT TO PROVE THAT A PESTILENCE CONVERTS MEN FROM THE PRACTICE OF EVIL TO A LIFE WHICH IS ACCORDING TO NATURE, AND DISTINGUISHED BY TEMPERANCE AND OTHER VIRTUES. 
CHAP. XXX. 
THIS OBJECTION ALSO IS CAST IN OUR TEETH BY CELSUS: "FROM SUCH SIGNS AND MISINTERPRETATIONS, AND FROM PROOFS SO MEAN, NO ONE COULD PROVE HIM TO BE GOD, AND THE SON OF GOD." NOW IT WAS HIS DUTY TO ENUMERATE THE ALLEGED MISINTERPRETATIONS, AND TO PROVE THEM TO BE SUCH, AND TO SHOW BY REASONING THE MEANNESS OF THE EVIDENCE, IN ORDER THAT THE CHRISTIAN, IF ANY OF HIS OBJECTIONS SHOULD SEEM TO BE PLAUSIBLE, MIGHT BE ABLE TO ANSWER AND CONFUTE HIS ARGUMENTS. WHAT HE SAID, HOWEVER, REGARDING JESUS, DID INDEED COME TO PASS, BECAUSE HE WAS A MIGHTY POTENTATE, ALTHOUGH CELSUS REFUSES TO SEE THAT IT SO HAPPENED, NOTWITHSTANDING THAT THE CLEAREST EVIDENCE PROVES IT TRUE OF JESUS. "FOR AS THE SUN," HE SAYS, "WHICH ENLIGHTENS ALL OTHER OBJECTS, FIRST MAKES HIMSELF VISIBLE, SO OUGHT THE SON OF GOD TO HAVE DONE." WE WOULD SAY IN REPLY, THAT SO HE DID; FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS HAS ARISEN IN HIS DAYS, AND THERE IS ABUNDANCE OF PEACE, WHICH TOOK ITS COMMENCEMENT AT HIS BIRTH, GOD PREPARING THE NATIONS FOR HIS TEACHING, THAT THEY MIGHT BE UNDER ONE PRINCE, THE KING OF THE ROMANS, AND THAT IT MIGHT NOT, OWING TO THE WANT OF UNION AMONG THE NATIONS, CAUSED BY THE EXISTENCE OF MANY KINGDOMS, BE MORE DIFFICULT FOR THE APOSTLES OF JESUS TO ACCOMPLISH THE TASK ENJOINED UPON THEM BY THEIR MASTER, WHEN HE SAID, "GO AND TEACH ALL NATIONS." MOREOVER, IT IS CERTAIN THAT JESUS WAS BORN IN THE REIGN OF AUGUSTUS, WHO, SO TO SPEAK, FUSED TOGETHER INTO ONE MONARCHY THE MANY POPULATIONS OF THE EARTH. NOW THE EXISTENCE OF MANY KINGDOMS WOULD HAVE BEEN A HINDRANCE TO THE SPREAD OF THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE WORLD; NOT ONLY FOR THE REASONS MENTIONED, BUT ALSO ON ACCOUNT OF THE NECESSITY OF MEN EVERYWHERE ENGAGING IN WAR, AND FIGHTING ON BEHALF OF THEIR NATIVE COUNTRY, WHICH WAS THE CASE BEFORE THE TIMES OF AUGUSTUS, AND IN PERIODS STILL MORE REMOTE, WHEN NECESSITY AROSE, AS WHEN THE PELOPONNESIANS AND ATHENIANS WARRED AGAINST EACH OTHER, AND OTHER NATIONS IN LIKE MANNER. HOW, THEN, WAS IT POSSIBLE FOR THE GOSPEL DOCTRINE OF PEACE, WHICH DOES NOT PERMIT MEN TO TAKE VENGEANCE EVEN UPON ENEMIES, TO PREVAIL THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, UNLESS AT THE ADVENT OF JESUS A MILDER SPIRIT HAD BEEN EVERYWHERE INTRODUCED INTO THE CONDUCT OF THINGS? 
CHAP. XXXI. 
HE NEXT CHARGES THE CHRISTIANS WITH BEING "GUILTY OF SOPHISTICAL REASONING, IN SAYING THAT THE SON OF GOD IS THE LOGOS HIMSELF." AND HE THINKS THAT HE STRENGTHENS THE ACCUSATION, BECAUSE "WHEN WE DECLARE THE LOGOS TO BE THE SON OF GOD, WE DO NOT PRESENT TO VIEW A PURE AND HOLY LOGOS, BUT A MOST DEGRADED MAN, WHO WAS PUNISHED BY SCOURGING AND CRUCIFIXION." NOW, ON THIS HEAD WE HAVE BRIEFLY REPLIED TO THE CHARGES OF CELSUS IN THE PRECEDING PAGES, WHERE CHRIST WAS SHOWN TO BE THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION, WHO ASSUMED A BODY AND A HUMAN SOUL; AND THAT GOD GAVE COMMANDMENT RESPECTING THE CREATION OF SUCH MIGHTY THINGS IN THE WORLD, AND THEY WERE CREATED; AND THAT HE WHO RECEIVED THE COMMAND WAS GOD THE LOGOS. AND SEEING IT IS A JEW WHO MAKES THESE STATEMENTS IN THE WORK OF CELSUS, IT WILL NOT BE OUT OF PLACE TO QUOTE THE DECLARATION, "HE SENT HIS WORD, AND HEALED THEM, AND DELIVERED THEM FROM THEIR DESTRUCTION,"--A PASSAGE OF WHICH WE SPOKE A LITTLE AGO. NOW, ALTHOUGH I HAVE CONFERRED WITH MANY JEWS WHO PROFESSED TO BE LEARNED MEN, I NEVER HEARD ANY ONE EXPRESSING HIS APPROVAL OF THE STATEMENT THAT THE LOGOS IS THE SON OF GOD, AS CELSUS DECLARES THEY DO, IN PUTTING INTO THE MOUTH OF THE JEW SUCH A DECLARATION AS THIS: "IF YOUR LOGOS IS THE SON OF GOD, WE ALSO GIVE OUT ASSENT TO THE SAME." 
CHAP. XXXII. 
WE HAVE ALREADY SHOWN THAT JESUS CAN BE REGARDED NEITHER AS AN ARROGANT MAN, NOR A SORCERER; AND THEREFORE, IT IS UNNECESSARY TO REPEAT OUR FORMER ARGUMENTS, LEST, IN REPLYING TO THE TAUTOLOGIES OF CELSUS, WE OURSELVES SHOULD BE GUILTY OF NEEDLESS REPETITION. AND NOW, IN FINDING FAULT WITH OUR LORD'S GENEALOGY, THERE ARE CERTAIN POINTS WHICH OCCASION SOME DIFFICULTY EVEN TO CHRISTIANS, AND WHICH, OWING TO THE DISCREPANCY BETWEEN THE GENEALOGIES, ARE ADVANCED BY SOME AS ARGUMENTS AGAINST THEIR CORRECTNESS, BUT WHICH CELSUS HAS NOT EVEN MENTIONED. FOR CELSUS, WHO IS TRULY A BRAGGART, AND WHO PROFESSES TO BE ACQUAINTED WITH ALL MATTERS RELATING TO CHRISTIANITY, DOES NOT KNOW HOW TO RAISE DOUBTS IN A SKILFUL MANNER AGAINST THE CREDIBILITY OF SCRIPTURE. BUT HE ASSERTS THAT THE "FRAMERS OF THE GENEALOGIES, FROM A FEELING OF PRIDE, MADE JESUS TO BE DESCENDED FROM THE FIRST MAN, AND FROM THE KINGS OF THE JEWS." AND HE THINKS THAT HE MAKES A NOTABLE CHARGE WHEN HE ADDS, THAT "THE CARPENTER’S WIFE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF THE FACT, HAD SHE BEEN OF SUCH ILLUSTRIOUS DESCENT." BUT WHAT HAS THIS TO DO WITH THE QUESTION? GRANTED THAT SHE WAS NOT IGNORANT OF HER DESCENT, HOW DOES THAT AFFECT THE RESULT? SUPPOSE THAT SHE WERE IGNORANT, HOW COULD HER IGNORANCE PROVE THAT SHE WAS NOT DESCENDED FROM THE FIRST MAN, OR COULD NOT DERIVE HER ORIGIN FROM THE JEWISH KINGS? DOES CELSUS IMAGINE THAT THE POOR MUST ALWAYS BE DESCENDED FROM ANCESTORS WHO ARE POOR, OR THAT KINGS ARE ALWAYS BORN OF KINGS? BUT IT APPEARS FOLLY TO WASTE TIME UPON SUCH AN ARGUMENT AS THIS, SEEING IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT, EVEN IN OUR OWN DAYS, SOME WHO ARE POORER THAN MARY ARE DESCENDED FROM ANCESTORS OF WEALTH AND DISTINCTION, AND THAT RULERS OF NATIONS AND KINGS HAVE SPRUNG FROM PERSONS OF NO REPUTATION. 
CHAP. XXXIII. 
"BUT," CONTINUES CELSUS, "WHAT GREAT DEEDS DID JESUS PERFORM AS BEING A GOD? DID HE PUT HIS ENEMIES TO SHAME, OR BRING TO A RIDICULOUS CONCLUSION WHAT WAS DESIGNED AGAINST HIM?" NOW TO THIS QUESTION, ALTHOUGH WE ARE ABLE TO SHOW THE STRIKING AND MIRACULOUS CHARACTER OF THE EVENTS WHICH BEFELL HIM, YET FROM WHAT OTHER SOURCE CAN WE FURNISH AN ANSWER THAN FROM THE GOSPEL NARRATIVES, WHICH STATE THAT "THERE WAS AN EARTHQUAKE, AND THAT THE ROCKS WERE SPLIT ASUNDER, AND THE TOMBS OPENED, AND THE VEIL OF THE TEMPLE RENT IN TWAIN FROM TOP TO BOTTOM, AND THAT DARKNESS PREVAILED IN THE DAY-TIME, THE SUN FAILING TO GIVE LIGHT?" BUT IF CELSUS BELIEVE THE GOSPEL ACCOUNTS WHEN HE THINKS THAT HE CAN FIND IN THEM MATTER OF CHARGE AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS, AND REFUSE TO BELIEVE THEM WHEN THEY ESTABLISH THE DIVINITY OF JESUS, OUR ANSWER TO HIM IS: "SIR, EITHER DISBELIEVE ALL THE GOSPEL NARRATIVES, AND THEN NO LONGER IMAGINE THAT YOU CAN FOUND CHARGES UPON THEM; OR, IN YIELDING YOUR BELIEF TO THEIR STATEMENTS, LOOK IN ADMIRATION ON THE LOGOS OF GOD, WHO BECAME INCARNATE, AND WHO DESIRED TO CONFER BENEFITS UPON THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE. AND THIS FEATURE EVINCES THE NOBILITY OF THE WORK OF JESUS, THAT, DOWN TO THE PRESENT TIME, THOSE WHOM GOD WILLS ARE HEALED BY HIS NAME. AND WITH REGARD TO THE ECLIPSE IN THE TIME OF TIBERIUS CAESAR, IN WHOSE REIGN JESUS APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN CRUCIFIED, AND THE GREAT EARTHQUAKES WHICH THEN TOOK PLACE, PHLEGON TOO, I THINK, HAS WRITTEN IN THE THIRTEENTH OR FOURTEENTH BOOK OF HIS CHRONICLES." 
CHAP. XXXIV. 
THIS JEW OF CELSUS, RIDICULING JESUS, AS HE IMAGINES, IS DESCRIBED AS BEING ACQUAINTED WITH THE BACCHAE OF EURIPIDES, IN WHICH DIONYSUS SAYS: "THE DIVINITY HIMSELF WILL LIBERATE ME WHENEVER I WISH." NOW THE JEWS ARE NOT MUCH ACQUAINTED WITH GREEK LITERATURE; BUT SUPPOSE THAT THERE WAS A JEW SO WELL VERSED IN IT (AS TO MAKE SUCH A QUOTATION ON HIS PART APPROPRIATE), HOW (DOES IT FOLLOW) THAT JESUS COULD NOT LIBERATE HIMSELF, BECAUSE HE DID NOT DO SO? FOR LET HIM BELIEVE FROM OUR OWN SCRIPTURES THAT PETER OBTAINED HIS FREEDOM AFTER HAVING BEEN BOUND IN PRISON, AN ANGEL HAVING LOOSED HIS CHAINS; AND THAT PAUL, HAVING BEEN BOUND IN THE STOCKS ALONG WITH SILAS IN PHILIPPI OF MACEDONIA, WAS LIBERATED BY DIVINE POWER, WHEN THE GATES OF THE PRISON WERE OPENED. BUT IT IS PROBABLE THAT CELSUS TREATS THESE ACCOUNTS WITH RIDICULE, OR THAT HE NEVER READ THEM; FOR HE WOULD PROBABLY SAY IN REPLY, THAT THERE ARE CERTAIN SORCERERS WHO ARE ABLE BY INCANTATIONS TO UNLOOSE CHAINS AND TO OPEN DOORS, SO THAT HE WOULD LIKEN THE EVENTS RELATED IN OUR HISTORIES TO THE DOINGS OF SORCERERS. "BUT," HE CONTINUES, "NO CALAMITY HAPPENED EVEN TO HIM WHO CONDEMNED HIM, AS THERE DID TO PENTHEUS, VIZ., MADNESS OR DISCERPTION." AND YET HE DOES NOT KNOW THAT IT WAS NOT SO MUCH PILATE THAT CONDEMNED HIM (WHO KNEW THAT "FOR ENVY THE JEWS HAD DELIVERED HIM"), AS THE JEWISH NATION, WHICH HAS BEEN CONDEMNED BY GOD, AND RENT IN PIECES, AND DISPERSED OVER THE WHOLE EARTH, IN A DEGREE FAR BEYOND WHAT HAPPENED TO PENTHEUS. MOREOVER, WHY DID HE INTENTIONALLY OMIT WHAT IS RELATED OF PILATE'S WIFE, WHO BEHELD A VISION, AND WHO WAS SO MOVED BY IT AS TO SEND A MESSAGE TO HER HUSBAND, SAYING: "HAVE THOU NOTHING TO DO WITH THAT JUST MAN; FOR I HAVE SUFFERED MANY THINGS THIS DAY IN A DREAM BECAUSE OF HIM?" AND AGAIN, PASSING BY IN SILENCE THE PROOFS OF THE DIVINITY OF JESUS, CELSUS ENDEAVOURS TO CAST REPROACH UPON HIM FROM THE NARRATIVES IN THE GOSPEL, REFERRING TO THOSE WHO MOCKED JESUS, AND PUT ON HIM THE PURPLE ROBE, AND THE CROWN OF THORNS, AND PLACED THE REED IN HIS HAND. FROM WHAT SOURCE NOW, CELSUS, DID YOU DERIVE THESE STATEMENTS, SAVE FROM THE GOSPEL NARRATIVES? AND DID YOU, ACCORDINGLY, SEE THAT THEY WERE FIT MATTERS FOR REPROACH; WHILE THEY WHO RECORDED THEM DID NOT THINK THAT YOU, AND SUCH AS YOU, WOULD TURN THEM INTO RIDICULE; BUT THAT OTHERS WOULD RECEIVE FROM THEM AN EXAMPLE HOW TO DESPISE THOSE WHO RIDICULED AND MOCKED HIM ON ACCOUNT OF HIS RELIGION, WHO APPROPRIATELY LAID DOWN HIS LIFE FOR ITS SAKE? ADMIRE RATHER THEIR LOVE OF TRUTH, AND THAT OF THE BEING WHO BORE THESE THINGS VOLUNTARILY FOR THE SAKE OF MEN, AND WHO ENDURED THEM WITH ALL CONSTANCY AND LONG-SUFFERING. FOR IT IS NOT RECORDED THAT HE UTTERED ANY LAMENTATION, OR THAT AFTER HIS CONDEMNATION HE EITHER DID OR UTTERED ANYTHING UNBECOMING. 
CHAP. XXXV. 
BUT IN ANSWER TO THIS OBJECTION, "IF NOT BEFORE, YET WHY NOW, AT LEAST, DOES HE NOT GIVE SOME MANIFESTATION OF HIS DIVINITY, AND FREE HIMSELF FROM THIS REPROACH, AND TAKE VENGEANCE UPON THOSE WHO INSULT BOTH HIM AND HIS FATHER?" WE HAVE TO REPLY, THAT IT WOULD BE THE SAME THING AS IF WE WERE TO SAY TO THOSE AMONG THE GREEKS WHO ACCEPT THE DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE, AND WHO BELIEVE IN PORTENTS, WHY DOES GOD NOT PUNISH THOSE WHO INSULT THE DIVINITY, AND SUBVERT THE DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE? FOR AS THE GREEKS WOULD ANSWER SUCH OBJECTIONS, SO WOULD WE, IN THE SAME, OR A MORE EFFECTIVE MANNER. THERE WAS NOT ONLY A PORTENT FROM HEAVEN--THE ECLIPSE OF THE SUN--BUT ALSO THE OTHER MIRACLES, WHICH SHOW THAT THE CRUCIFIED ONE POSSESSED SOMETHING THAT WAS DIVINE, AND GREATER THAN WAS POSSESSED BY THE MAJORITY OF MEN. 
CHAP. XXXVI. 
CELSUS NEXT SAYS: "WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THE ICHOR IN THE BODY OF THE CRUCIFIED JESUS? IS IT 'SUCH AS FLOWS IN THE BODIES OF THE IMMORTAL GODS [LUKE 20:35-36]?'" HE PUTS THIS QUESTION IN A SPIRIT OF MOCKERY; BUT WE SHALL SHOW FROM THE SERIOUS NARRATIVES OF THE GOSPELS, ALTHOUGH CELSUS MAY NOT LIKE IT, THAT IT WAS NO MYTHIC AND HOMERIC ICHOR WHICH FLOWED FROM THE BODY OF JESUS, BUT THAT, AFTER HIS DEATH, "ONE OF THE SOLDIERS WITH A SPEAR PIERCED HIS SIDE, AND THERE CAME THERE-OUT BLOOD AND WATER. AND HE THAT SAW IT BARE RECORD, AND HIS RECORD IS TRUE, AND HE KNOWETH THAT HE SAITH THE TRUTH." NOW, IN OTHER DEAD BODIES THE BLOOD CONGEALS, AND PURE WATER DOES NOT FLOW FORTH; BUT THE MIRACULOUS FEATURE IN THE CASE OF THE DEAD BODY OF JESUS WAS, THAT AROUND THE DEAD BODY BLOOD AND WATER FLOWED FORTH FROM THE SIDE. BUT IF THIS CELSUS, WHO, IN ORDER TO FIND MATTER OF ACCUSATION AGAINST JESUS AND THE CHRISTIANS, EXTRACTS FROM THE GOSPEL EVEN PASSAGES WHICH ARE INCORRECTLY INTERPRETED, BUT PASSES OVER IN SILENCE THE EVIDENCES OF THE DIVINITY OF JESUS, WOULD LISTEN TO DIVINE PORTENTS, LET HIM READ THE GOSPEL, AND SEE THAT EVEN THE CENTURION, AND THEY WHO WITH HIM KEPT WATCH OVER JESUS, ON SEEING THE EARTHQUAKE, AND THE EVENTS THAT OCCURRED, WERE GREATLY AFRAID, SAYING, "THIS MAN WAS THE SON OF GOD." 
CHAP. XXXVII. 
AFTER THIS, HE WHO EXTRACTS FROM THE GOSPEL NARRATIVE THOSE STATEMENTS ON WHICH HE THINKS HE CAN FIND AN ACCUSATION, MAKES THE VINEGAR AND THE GALL A SUBJECT OF REPROACH TO JESUS, SAYING THAT "HE RUSHED WITH OPEN MOUTH TO DRINK OF THEM, AND COULD NOT ENDURE HIS THIRST AS ANY ORDINARY MAN FREQUENTLY ENDURES IT." NOW THIS MATTER ADMITS OF AN EXPLANATION OF A PECULIAR AND FIGURATIVE KIND; BUT ON THE PRESENT OCCASION, THE STATEMENT THAT THE PROPHETS PREDICTED THIS VERY INCIDENT MAY BE ACCEPTED AS THE MORE COMMON ANSWER TO THE OBJECTION. FOR IN THE SIXTY-NINTH PSALM THERE IS WRITTEN, WITH REFERENCE TO CHRIST: "AND THEY GAVE ME GALL FOR MY MEAT, AND IN MY THIRST THEY GAVE ME VINEGAR TO DRINK," NOW, LET THE JEWS SAY WHO IT IS THAT THE PROPHETIC WRITING REPRESENTS AS UTTERING THESE WORDS; AND LET THEM ADDUCE FROM HISTORY ONE WHO RECEIVED GALL FOR HIS FOOD, AND TO WHOM VINEGAR WAS GIVEN AS DRINK. WOULD THEY VENTURE TO ASSERT THAT THE CHRIST WHOM THEY EXPECT STILL TO COME MIGHT BE PLACED IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES? THEN WE WOULD SAY, WHAT PREVENTS THE PREDICTION FROM HAVING BEEN ALREADY ACCOMPLISHED? FOR THIS VERY PREDICTION WAS UTTERED MANY AGES BEFORE, AND IS SUFFICIENT, ALONG WITH THE OTHER PROPHETIC UTTERANCES, TO LEAD HIM WHO FAIRLY EXAMINES THE WHOLE MATTER TO THE CONCLUSION THAT JESUS IS HE WHO WAS PROPHESIED OF AS CHRIST, AND AS THE SON OF GOD. 
CHAP. XXXVIII. 
THE FEW NEXT REMARKS: "YOU, O SINCERE BELIEVERS, FIND FAULT WITH US, BECAUSE WE DO NOT RECOGNIZE THIS INDIVIDUAL AS GOD, NOR AGREE WITH YOU THAT HE ENDURED THESE (SUFFERINGS) FOR THE BENEFIT OF MANKIND, IN ORDER THAT WE ALSO MIGHT DESPISE PUNISHMENT." NOW, IN ANSWER TO THIS, WE SAY THAT WE BLAME THE JEWS, WHO HAVE BEEN BROUGHT UP UNDER THE TRAINING OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS (WHICH FORETELL THE COMING OF CHRIST), BECAUSE THEY NEITHER REFUTE THE ARGUMENTS WHICH WE LAY BEFORE THEM TO PROVE THAT HE IS THE MESSIAH, ADDUCING SUCH REFUTATION AS A DEFENSE OF THEIR UNBELIEF; NOR YET, WHILE NOT OFFERING ANY REFUTATION, DO THEY BELIEVE IN HIM WHO WAS THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY, AND WHO CLEARLY MANIFESTED THROUGH HIS DISCIPLES, EVEN AFTER THE PERIOD OF HIS APPEARANCE IN THE FLESH, THAT HE UNDERWENT THESE THINGS FOR THE BENEFIT OF MANKIND; HAVING, AS THE OBJECT OF HIS FIRST ADVENT, NOT TO CONDEMN MEN AND THEIR ACTIONS BEFORE HE HAD INSTRUCTED THEM, AND POINTED OUT TO THEM THEIR DUTY, NOR TO CHASTISE THE WICKED AND SAVE THE GOOD, BUT TO DISSEMINATE HIS DOCTRINE IN AN EXTRAORDINARY MANNER, AND WITH THE EVIDENCE OF DIVINE POWER, AMONG THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE, AS THE PROPHETS ALSO HAVE REPRESENTED THESE THINGS. AND WE BLAME THEM, MOREOVER, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT BELIEVE IN HIM WHO GAVE EVIDENCE OF THE POWER THAT WAS IN HIM, BUT ASSERTED THAT HE CAST OUT DEMONS FROM THE SOULS OF MEN THROUGH BEELZEBUB THE PRINCE OF THE DEMONS; AND WE BLAME THEM BECAUSE THEY SLANDER THE PHILANTHROPIC CHARACTER OF HIM, WHO OVERLOOKED NOT ONLY NO CITY, BUT NOT EVEN A SINGLE VILLAGE IN JUDEA, THAT HE MIGHT EVERYWHERE ANNOUNCE THE KINGDOM OF GOD, ACCUSING HIM OF LEADING THE WANDERING LIFE OF A VAGABOND, AND PASSING AN ANXIOUS EXISTENCE IN A DISGRACEFUL BODY. BUT THERE IS NO DISGRACE IN ENDURING SUCH LABOURS FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL THOSE WHO MAY BE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND HIM. 
CHAP. XXXIX. 
AND HOW CAN THE FOLLOWING ASSERTION OF THIS JEW OF CELSUS APPEAR ANYTHING ELSE THAN A MANIFEST FALSEHOOD, VIZ., THAT JESUS, "HAVING GAINED OVER NO ONE DURING HIS LIFE, NOT EVEN HIS OWN DISCIPLES, UNDERWENT THESE PUNISHMENTS AND SUFFERINGS?" FOR FROM WHAT OTHER SOURCE SPRANG THE ENVY WHICH WAS AROUSED AGAINST HIM BY THE JEWISH HIGH PRIESTS, AND ELDERS, AND SCRIBES, SAVE FROM THE FACT THAT MULTITUDES OBEYED AND FOLLOWED HIM, AND WERE LED INTO THE DESERTS NOT ONLY BY THE PERSUASIVE LANGUAGE OF HIM WHOSE WORDS WERE ALWAYS APPROPRIATE TO HIS HEARERS, BUT WHO ALSO BY HIS MIRACLES MADE AN IMPRESSION ON THOSE WHO WERE NOT MOVED TO BELIEF BY HIS WORDS? AND IS IT NOT A MANIFEST FALSEHOOD TO SAY THAT "HE DID NOT GAIN OVER EVEN HIS OWN DISCIPLES," WHO EXHIBITED, INDEED, AT THAT TIME SOME SYMPTOMS OF HUMAN WEAKNESS ARISING FROM COWARDLY FEAR--FOR THEY HAD NOT YET BEEN DISCIPLINED TO THE EXHIBITION OF FULL COURAGE--BUT WHO BY NO MEANS ABANDONED THE JUDGMENTS WHICH THEY HAD FORMED REGARDING HIM AS THE CHRIST? FOR PETER, AFTER HIS DENIAL, PERCEIVING TO WHAT A DEPTH OF WICKEDNESS HE HAD FALLEN, "WENT OUT AND WEPT BITTERLY;" WHILE THE OTHERS, ALTHOUGH STRICKEN WITH DISMAY ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO JESUS (FOR THEY STILL CONTINUED TO ADMIRE HIM), HAD, BY HIS GLORIOUS APPEARANCE, THEIR BELIEF MORE FIRMLY ESTABLISHED THAN BEFORE THAT HE WAS THE SON OF GOD. 
CHAP. XL. 
IT IS, MOREOVER, IN A VERY UNPHILOSOPHICAL SPIRIT THAT CELSUS IMAGINES OUR LORD'S PREEMINENCE AMONG MEN TO CONSIST, NOT IN THE PREACHING OF SALVATION AND IN A PURE MORALITY, BUT IN ACTING CONTRARY TO THE CHARACTER OF THAT PERSONALITY WHICH HE HAD TAKEN UPON HIM, AND IN NOT DYING, ALTHOUGH HE HAD ASSUMED MORTALITY; OR, IF DYING, YET AT LEAST NOT SUCH A DEATH AS MIGHT SERVE AS A PATTERN TO THOSE WHO WERE TO LEARN BY THAT VERY ACT HOW TO DIE FOR THE SAKE OF RELIGION, AND TO COMPORT THEMSELVES BOLDLY THROUGH ITS HELP, BEFORE THOSE WHO HOLD ERRONEOUS VIEWS ON THE SUBJECT OF RELIGION AND IRRELIGION, AND WHO REGARD RELIGIOUS MEN AS ALTOGETHER IRRELIGIOUS, BUT IMAGINE THOSE TO BE MOST RELIGIOUS WHO ERR REGARDING GOD, AND WHO APPLY TO EVERYTHING RATHER THAN TO GOD THE INERADICABLE IDEA OF HIM (WHICH IS IMPLANTED IN THE HUMAN MIND), AND ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY EAGERLY RUSH TO DESTROY THOSE WHO HAVE YIELDED THEMSELVES UP WITH THEIR WHOLE SOUL (EVEN UNTO DEATH), TO THE CLEAR EVIDENCE OF ONE GOD WHO IS OVER ALL THINGS. 
CHAP. XLI. 
IN THE PERSON OF THE JEW, CELSUS CONTINUES TO FIND FAULT WITH JESUS, ALLEGING THAT "HE DID NOT SHOW HIMSELF TO BE PURE FROM ALL EVIL." LET CELSUS STATE FROM WHAT "EVIL" OUR LORD DID NOT, SHOW HIMSELF TO BE PURE. IF HE MEANS THAT, HE WAS NOT PURE FROM WHAT IS PROPERLY TERMED "EVIL," LET HIM CLEARLY PROVE THE EXISTENCE OF ANY WICKED WORK IN HIM. BUT IF HE DEEMS POVERTY AND THE CROSS TO BE EVILS, AND CONSPIRACY ON THE PART OF WICKED MEN, THEN IT IS CLEAR THAT HE WOULD SAY THAT EVIL HAD HAPPENED ALSO TO SOCRATES, WHO WAS UNABLE TO SHOW HIMSELF PURE FROM EVILS. AND HOW GREAT ALSO THE OTHER BAND OF POOR MEN IS AMONG THE GREEKS, WHO HAVE GIVEN THEMSELVES TO PHILOSOPHICAL PURSUITS, AND HAVE VOLUNTARILY ACCEPTED A LIFE OF POVERTY, IS KNOWN TO MANY AMONG THE GREEKS FROM WHAT IS RECORDED OF DEMOCRITUS, WHO ALLOWED HIS PROPERTY TO BECOME PASTURE FOR SHEEP; AND OF CRATES, WHO OBTAINED HIS FREEDOM BY BESTOWING UPON THE THEBANS THE PRICE RECEIVED FOR THE SALE OF HIS POSSESSIONS. NAY, EVEN DIOGENES HIMSELF, FROM EXCESSIVE POVERTY, CAME TO LIVE IN A TUB; AND YET, IN THE OPINION OF NO ONE POSSESSED OF MODERATE UNDERSTANDING, WAS DIOGENES ON THAT ACCOUNT CONSIDERED TO BE IN AN EVIL (SINFUL) CONDITION. 
CHAP. XLII. 
BUT FURTHER, SINCE CELSUS WILL HAVE IT THAT "JESUS WAS NOT IRREPROACHABLE," LET HIM INSTANCE ANY ONE OF THOSE WHO ADHERE TO HIS DOCTRINE, WHO HAS RECORDED ANYTHING THAT COULD TRULY FURNISH GROUND OF REPROACH AGAINST JESUS; OR IF IT BE NOT FROM THESE THAT HE DERIVES HIS MATTER OF ACCUSATION AGAINST HIM, LET HIM SAY FROM WHAT QUARTER HE HAS LEARNED THAT WHICH HAS INDUCED HIM TO SAY THAT HE IS NOT FREE FROM REPROACH. JESUS, HOWEVER, PERFORMED ALL THAT HE PROMISED TO DO, AND BY WHICH HE CONFERRED BENEFITS UPON HIS ADHERENTS. AND WE, CONTINUALLY SEEING FULFILLED ALL THAT WAS PREDICTED BY HIM BEFORE IT HAPPENED, VIZ., THAT THIS GOSPEL OF HIS SHOULD BE PREACHED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD, AND THAT HIS DISCIPLES SHOULD GO AMONG ALL NATIONS AND ANNOUNCE HIS DOCTRINE; AND, MOREOVER, THAT THEY SHOULD BE BROUGHT BEFORE GOVERNORS AND KINGS ON NO OTHER ACCOUNT THAN BECAUSE OF HIS TEACHING; WE ARE LOST IN WONDER AT HIM, AND HAVE OUR FAITH IN HIM DAILY CONFIRMED. AND I KNOW NOT BY WHAT GREATER OR MORE CONVINCING PROOFS CELSUS WOULD HAVE HIM CONFIRM HIS PREDICTIONS; UNLESS, INDEED, AS SEEMS TO BE THE CASE, NOT UNDERSTANDING THAT THE LOGOS HAD BECOME THE MAN JESUS, HE WOULD HAVE HIM TO BE SUBJECT TO NO HUMAN WEAKNESS, NOR TO BECOME AN ILLUSTRIOUS PATTERN TO MEN OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY OUGHT TO BEAR THE CALAMITIES OF LIFE, ALTHOUGH THESE APPEAR TO CELSUS TO BE MOST LAMENTABLE AND DISGRACEFUL OCCURRENCES, SEEING THAT HE REGARDS LABOUR TO BE THE GREATEST OF EVILS, AND PLEASURE THE PERFECT GOOD,--A VIEW ACCEPTED BY NONE OF THOSE PHILOSOPHERS WHO ADMIT THE DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE, AND WHO ALLOW THAT COURAGE, AND FORTITUDE, AND MAGNANIMITY ARE VIRTUES. JESUS, THEREFORE, BY HIS SUFFERINGS CAST NO DISCREDIT UPON THE FAITH OF WHICH HE WAS THE OBJECT; BUT RATHER CONFIRMED THE SAME AMONG THOSE WHO WOULD APPROVE OF MANLY COURAGE, AND AMONG THOSE WHO WERE TAUGHT BY HIM THAT WHAT WAS TRULY AND PROPERLY THE HAPPY LIFE WAS NOT HERE BELOW, BUT WAS TO BE FOUND IN THAT WHICH WAS CALLED, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN WORDS, THE "COMING WORLD;" WHEREAS IN WHAT IS CALLED THE "PRESENT WORLD" LIFE IS A CALAMITY, OR AT LEAST THE FIRST AND GREATEST STRUGGLE OF THE SOUL. 
CHAP. XLIII. 
CELSUS NEXT ADDRESSES TO US THE FOLLOWING REMARK: "YOU WILL NOT, I SUPPOSE, SAY OF HIM, THAT, AFTER FAILING TO GAIN OVER THOSE WHO WERE IN THIS WORLD, HE WENT TO HADES TO GAIN OVER THOSE WHO WERE THERE." BUT WHETHER HE LIKE IT OR NOT, WE ASSERT THAT NOT ONLY WHILE JESUS WAS IN THE BODY DID HE WIN OVER NOT A FEW PERSONS MERELY, BUT SO GREAT A NUMBER, THAT A CONSPIRACY WAS FORMED AGAINST HIM ON ACCOUNT OF THE MULTITUDE OF HIS FOLLOWERS; BUT ALSO, THAT WHEN HE BECAME A SOUL, WITHOUT THE COVERING OF THE BODY, HE DWELT AMONG THOSE SOULS WHICH WERE WITHOUT BODILY COVERING, CONVERTING SUCH OF THEM AS WERE WILLING TO HIMSELF, OR THOSE WHOM HE SAW, FOR REASONS KNOWN TO HIM ALONE, TO BE BETTER ADAPTED TO SUCH A COURSE. 
CHAP. XLIV. 
CELSUS IN THE NEXT PLACE SAYS, WITH INDESCRIBABLE SILLINESS: "IF, AFTER INVENTING DEFENSES WHICH ARE ABSURD, AND BY WHICH YE WERE RIDICULOUSLY DELUDED, YE IMAGINE THAT YOU REALLY MAKE A GOOD DEFENSE, WHAT PREVENTS YOU FROM REGARDING THOSE OTHER INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE BEEN CONDEMNED, AND HAVE DIED A MISERABLE DEATH, AS GREATER AND MORE DIVINE MESSENGERS OF HEAVEN (THAN JESUS)?" NOW, THAT MANIFESTLY AND CLEARLY THERE IS NO SIMILARITY BETWEEN JESUS, WHO SUFFERED WHAT IS DESCRIBED, AND THOSE WHO HAVE DIED A WRETCHED DEATH ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR SORCERY, OR WHATEVER ELSE BE THE CHARGE AGAINST THEM, IS PATENT TO EVERY ONE. FOR NO ONE CAN POINT TO ANY ACTS OF A SORCERER WHICH TURNED AWAY SOULS FROM THE PRACTICE OF THE MANY SINS WHICH PREVAIL AMONG MEN, AND FROM THE FLOOD OF WICKEDNESS (IN THE WORLD). BUT SINCE THIS JEW OF CELSUS COMPARES HIM TO ROBBERS, AND SAYS THAT "ANY SIMILARLY SHAMELESS FELLOW MIGHT BE ABLE TO SAY REGARDING EVEN A ROBBER AND MURDERER WHOM PUNISHMENT HAD OVERTAKEN, THAT SUCH AN ONE WAS NOT A ROBBER, BUT A GOD, BECAUSE HE PREDICTED TO HIS FELLOW-ROBBERS THAT HE WOULD SUFFER SUCH PUNISHMENT AS HE ACTUALLY DID SUFFER," IT MIGHT, IN THE FIRST PLACE, BE ANSWERED, THAT IT IS NOT BECAUSE HE PREDICTED THAT HE WOULD SUFFER SUCH THINGS THAT WE ENTERTAIN THOSE OPINIONS REGARDING JESUS WHICH LEAD US TO HAVE CONFIDENCE IN HIM, AS ONE WHO HAS COME DOWN TO US FROM GOD. AND, IN THE SECOND PLACE, WE ASSERT THAT THIS VERY COMPARISON HAS BEEN SOMEHOW FORETOLD IN THE GOSPELS; SINCE GOD WAS NUMBERED WITH THE TRANSGRESSORS BY WICKED MEN, WHO DESIRED RATHER A "MURDERER" (ONE WHO FOR SEDITION AND MURDER HAD BEEN CAST INTO PRISON) TO BE RELEASED UNTO THEM, AND JESUS TO BE CRUCIFIED, AND WHO CRUCIFIED HIM BETWEEN TWO ROBBERS. JESUS, INDEED, IS EVER CRUCIFIED WITH ROBBERS AMONG HIS GENUINE DISCIPLES AND WITNESSES TO THE TRUTH, AND SUFFERS THE SAME CONDEMNATION WHICH THEY DO AMONG MEN. AND WE SAY, THAT IF THOSE PERSONS HAVE ANY RESEMBLANCE TO ROBBERS, WHO ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR PIETY TOWARDS GOD SUFFER ALL KINDS OF INJURY AND DEATH, THAT THEY MAY KEEP IT PURE AND UNSTAINED, ACCORDING TO THE TEACHING OF JESUS, THEN IT IS CLEAR ALSO THAT JESUS, THE AUTHOR OF SUCH TEACHING, IS WITH GOOD REASON COMPARED BY CELSUS TO THE CAPTAIN OF A BAND OF ROBBERS. BUT NEITHER WAS HE WHO DIED FOR THE COMMON GOOD OF MANKIND, NOR THEY WHO SUFFERED BECAUSE OF THEIR RELIGION, AND ALONE OF ALL MEN WERE PERSECUTED BECAUSE OF WHAT APPEARED TO THEM THE RIGHT WAY OF HONOURING GOD, PUT TO DEATH IN ACCORDANCE WITH JUSTICE, NOR WAS JESUS PERSECUTED WITHOUT THE CHARGE OF IMPIETY BEING INCURRED BY HIS PERSECUTORS. 
CHAP. XLV. 
BUT OBSERVE THE SUPERFICIAL NATURE OF HIS ARGUMENT RESPECTING THE FORMER DISCIPLES OF JESUS, IN WHICH HE SAYS: "IN THE NEXT PLACE, THOSE WHO WERE HIS ASSOCIATES WHILE ALIVE, AND WHO LISTENED TO HIS VOICE, AND ENJOYED HIS INSTRUCTIONS AS THEIR TEACHER, ON SEEING HIM SUBJECTED TO PUNISHMENT AND DEATH, NEITHER DIED WITH HIM, NOR FOR HIM, NOR WERE EVEN INDUCED TO REGARD PUNISHMENT WITH CONTEMPT, BUT DENIED EVEN THAT THEY WERE HIS DISCIPLES, WHEREAS NOW YE DIE ALONG WITH HIM." AND HERE HE BELIEVES THE SIN WHICH WAS COMMITTED BY THE DISCIPLES WHILE THEY WERE YET BEGINNERS AND IMPERFECT, AND WHICH IS RECORDED IN THE GOSPELS, TO HAVE BEEN ACTUALLY COMMITTED, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY HAVE MATTER OF ACCUSATION AGAINST THE GOSPEL; BUT THEIR UPRIGHT CONDUCT AFTER THEIR TRANSGRESSION, WHEN THEY BEHAVED WITH COURAGE BEFORE THE JEWS, AND SUFFERED COUNTLESS CRUELTIES AT THEIR HANDS, AND AT LAST SUFFERED DEATH FOR THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS, HE PASSES BY IN SILENCE. FOR HE WOULD NEITHER HEAR THE WORDS OF JESUS, WHEN HE PREDICTED TO PETER, "WHEN THOU SHALT BE OLD, THOU SHALT STRETCH FORTH THY HANDS," ETC., TO WHICH THE SCRIPTURE ADDS, "THIS SPOKE HE, SIGNIFYING BY WHAT DEATH HE SHOULD GLORIFY GOD;" NOR HOW JAMES THE BROTHER OF JOHN--AN APOSTLE, THE BROTHER OF AN APOSTLE--WAS SLAIN WITH THE SWORD BY HEROD FOR THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST; NOR EVEN THE MANY INSTANCES OF BOLDNESS DISPLAYED BY PETER AND THE OTHER APOSTLES BECAUSE OF THE GOSPEL, AND "HOW THEY WENT FORTH FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE SANHEDRIM AFTER BEING SCOURGED, REJOICING THAT THEY WERE COUNTED WORTHY TO SUFFER SHAME FOR HIS NAME," AND SO SURPASSING MANY OF THE INSTANCES RELATED BY THE GREEKS OF THE FORTITUDE AND COURAGE OF THEIR PHILOSOPHERS. FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, THEN, THIS WAS INCULCATED AS A PRECEPT OF JESUS AMONG HIS HEARERS, WHICH TAUGHT MEN TO DESPISE THE LIFE WHICH IS EAGERLY SOUGHT AFTER BY THE MULTITUDE, BUT TO BE EARNEST IN LIVING THE LIFE WHICH RESEMBLES THAT OF GOD. 
CHAP. XLVI. 
BUT HOW CAN THIS JEW OF CELSUS ESCAPE THE CHARGE OF FALSEHOOD, WHEN HE SAYS THAT JESUS, "WHEN ON EARTH, GAINED OVER TO HIMSELF ONLY TEN SAILORS AND TAX-GATHERERS OF THE MOST WORTHLESS CHARACTER, AND NOT EVEN THE WHOLE OF THESE?" NOW IT IS CERTAIN THAT THE JEWS THEMSELVES WOULD ADMIT THAT HE DREW OVER NOT TEN PERSONS MERELY, NOR A HUNDRED, NOR A THOUSAND, BUT ON ONE OCCASION FIVE THOUSAND AT ONCE, AND ON ANOTHER FOUR THOUSAND; AND THAT HE ATTRACTED THEM TO SUCH A DEGREE THAT THEY FOLLOWED HIM EVEN INTO THE DESERTS, WHICH ALONE COULD CONTAIN THE ASSEMBLED MULTITUDE OF THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN GOD THROUGH JESUS, AND WHERE HE NOT ONLY ADDRESSED TO THEM DISCOURSES, BUT ALSO MANIFESTED TO THEM HIS WORKS. AND NOW, THROUGH HIS TAUTOLOGY, HE COMPELS US ALSO TO BE TAUTOLOGICAL, SINCE WE ARE CAREFUL TO GUARD AGAINST BEING SUPPOSED TO PASS OVER ANY OF THE CHARGES ADVANCED BY HIM; AND THEREFORE, IN REFERENCE TO THE MATTER BEFORE US FOLLOWING THE ORDER OF HIS TREATISE AS WE HAVE IT, BE SAYS: "IS IT NOT THE HEIGHT OF ABSURDITY TO MAINTAIN, THAT IF, WHILE HE HIMSELF WAS ALIVE, HE WON OVER NOT A SINGLE PERSON TO HIS VIEWS, AFTER HIS DEATH ANY WHO WISH ARE ABLE TO GAIN OVER SUCH A MULTITUDE OF INDIVIDUALS?" WHEREAS HE OUGHT TO HAVE SAID, IN CONSISTENCY WITH TRUTH, THAT IF, AFTER HIS DEATH, NOT SIMPLY THOSE WHO WILL, BUT THEY WHO HAVE THE WILL AND THE POWER, CAN GAIN OVER SO MANY PROSELYTES, HOW MUCH MORE CONSONANT TO REASON IS IT, THAT WHILE HE WAS ALIVE, HE SHOULD, THROUGH THE GREATER POWER OF HIS WORDS AND DEEDS, HAVE WON OVER TO HIMSELF MANIFOLD GREATER NUMBERS OF ADHERENTS? 
CHAP. XLVII. 
HE REPRESENTS, MOREOVER, A STATEMENT OF HIS OWN AS IF IT WERE AN ANSWER TO ONE OF HIS QUESTIONS, IN WHICH BE ASKS: "BY WHAT TRAIN OF ARGUMENT WHERE YOU LED TO REGARD HIM AS THE SON OF GOD?" FOR HE MAKES US ANSWER THAT "WE WERE WON OVER TO HIM, BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT HIS PUNISHMENT WAS UNDERGONE TO BRING ABOUT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FATHER OF EVIL." NOW WE WERE WON OVER TO HIS DOCTRINE BY INNUMERABLE OTHER CONSIDERATIONS, OF WHICH WE HAVE STATED ONLY THE SMALLEST PART IN THE PRECEDING PAGES; BUT, IF GOD PERMIT, WE SHALL CONTINUE TO ENUMERATE THEM, NOT ONLY WHILE DEALING WITH THE SO-CALLED TRUE DISCOURSE OF CELSUS, BUT ALSO ON MANY OTHER OCCASIONS. AND, AS IF WE SAID THAT WE CONSIDER HIM TO BE THE SON OF GOD BECAUSE HE SUFFERED PUNISHMENT, HE ASKS: "WHAT THEN? HAVE NOT MANY OTHERS, TOO, BEEN PUNISHED, AND THAT NOT LESS DISGRACEFULLY?" AND HERE CELSUS ACTS LIKE THE MOST CONTEMPTIBLE ENEMIES OF THE GOSPEL, AND LIKE THOSE WHO IMAGINE THAT IT FOLLOWS AS A CONSEQUENCE FROM OUR HISTORY OF THE CRUCIFIED JESUS, THAT WE SHOULD WORSHIP THOSE WHO HAVE UNDERGONE CRUCIFIXION! 
CHAP. XLVIII. 
CELSUS, MOREOVER, UNABLE TO RESIST THE MIRACLES WHICH JESUS IS RECORDED TO HAVE PERFORMED, HAS ALREADY ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS SPOKEN OF THEM SLANDEROUSLY AS WORKS OF SORCERY; AND WE ALSO ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS HAVE, TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, REPLIED TO HIS STATEMENTS. AND NOW HE REPRESENTS US AS SAYING THAT "WE DEEMED JESUS TO BE THE SON OF GOD, BECAUSE HE HEALED THE LAME AND THE BLIND." AND HE ADDS: "MOREOVER, AS YOU ASSERT, HE RAISED THE DEAD." THAT HE HEALED THE LAME AND THE BLIND, AND THAT THEREFORE WE HOLD HIM TO BE THE CHRIST AND THE SON OF GOD, IS MANIFEST TO US FROM WHAT IS CONTAINED IN THE PROPHECIES: "THEN THE EYES OF THE BLIND SHALL BE OPENED, AND THE EARS OF THE DEAF SHALL HEAR; THEN SHALL THE LAME MAN LEAP AS AN HART." AND THAT HE ALSO RAISED THE DEAD, AND THAT IT IS NO FICTION OF THOSE WHO COMPOSED THE GOSPELS, IS SHOWN BY THIS, THAT IF IT HAD BEEN A FICTION, MANY INDIVIDUALS WOULD HAVE BEEN REPRESENTED AS HAVING RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND THESE, TOO, SUCH AS HAD BEEN MANY YEARS IN THEIR GRAVES. BUT AS IT IS NO FICTION, THEY ARE VERY EASILY COUNTED OF WHOM THIS IS RELATED TO HAVE HAPPENED; VIZ., THE DAUGHTER OF THE RULER OF THE SYNAGOGUE (OF WHOM I KNOW NOT WHY HE SAID, "SHE IS NOT DEAD, BUT SLEEPETH," STATING REGARDING HER SOMETHING WHICH DOES NOT APPLY TO ALL WHO DIE); AND THE ONLY SON OF THE WIDOW, ON WHOM HE TOOK COMPASSION AND RAISED HIM UP, MAKING THE BEARERS OF THE CORPSE TO STAND STILL; AND THE THIRD INSTANCE, THAT OF LAZARUS, WHO HAD BEEN FOUR DAYS IN THE GRAVE. NOW, REGARDING THESE CASES WE WOULD SAY TO ALL PERSONS OF CANDID MIND, AND ESPECIALLY TO THE JEW, THAT AS THERE WERE MANY LEPERS IN THE DAYS OF ELISHA THE PROPHET, AND NONE OF THEM WAS HEALED SAVE NAAMAN THE SYRIAN, AND MANY WIDOWS IN THE DAYS OF ELIJAH THE PROPHET, TO NONE OF WHOM WAS ELIJAH SENT SAVE TO SAREPTA IN SIDONIA (FOR THE WIDOW THERE HAD BEEN DEEMED WORTHY BY A DIVINE DECREE OF THE MIRACLE WHICH WAS WROUGHT BY THE PROPHET IN THE MATTER OF THE BREAD); SO ALSO THERE WERE MANY DEAD IN THE DAYS OF JESUS, BUT THOSE ONLY ROSE FROM THE GRAVE WHOM THE LOGOS KNEW TO BE FITTED FOR A RESURRECTION, IN ORDER THAT THE WORKS DONE BY THE LORD MIGHT NOT BE MERELY SYMBOLS OF CERTAIN THINGS, BUT THAT BY THE VERY ACTS THEMSELVES HE MIGHT GAIN OVER MANY TO THE MARVELOUS DOCTRINE OF THE GOSPEL. I WOULD SAY, MOREOVER, THAT, AGREEABLY TO THE PROMISE OF JESUS, HIS DISCIPLES PERFORMED EVEN GREATER WORKS THAN THESE MIRACLES OF JESUS, WHICH WERE PERCEPTIBLE ONLY TO THE SENSES. FOR THE EYES OF THOSE WHO ARE BLIND IN SOUL ARE EVER OPENED; AND THE EARS OF THOSE WHO WERE DEAF TO VIRTUOUS WORDS, LISTEN READILY TO THE DOCTRINE OF GOD, AND OF THE BLESSED LIFE WITH HIM; AND MANY, TOO, WHO WERE LAME IN THE FEET OF THE "INNER MAN," AS SCRIPTURE CALLS IT, HAVING NOW BEEN HEALED BY THE WORD, DO NOT SIMPLY LEAP, BUT LEAP AS THE HART, WHICH IS AN ANIMAL HOSTILE TO SERPENTS, AND STRONGER THAN ALL THE POISON OF VIPERS. AND THESE, LAME WHO HAVE BEEN HEALED, RECEIVE FROM JESUS POWER TO TRAMPLE, WITH THOSE FEET IN WHICH THEY WERE FORMERLY LAME, UPON THE SERPENTS AND SCORPIONS OF WICKEDNESS, AND GENERALLY UPON ALL THE POWER OF THE ENEMY; AND THOUGH THEY TREAD UPON IT, THEY SUSTAIN NO INJURY, FOR THEY ALSO HAVE BECOME STRONGER THAN THE POISON OF ALL EVIL AND OF DEMONS. 
CHAP. XLIX. 
JESUS, ACCORDINGLY, IN TURNING AWAY THE MINDS OF HIS DISCIPLES, NOT MERELY FROM GIVING HEED TO SORCERERS IN GENERAL, AND THOSE WHO PROFESS IN ANY OTHER MANNER TO WORK MIRACLES--FOR HIS DISCIPLES DID NOT NEED TO BE SO WARNED--BUT FROM SUCH AS GAVE THEMSELVES OUT AS THE CHRIST OF GOD, AND WHO TRIED BY CERTAIN APPARENT MIRACLES TO GAIN OVER TO THEM THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS, SAID IN A CERTAIN PASSAGE: "THEN, IF ANY MAN SHALL SAY UNTO YOU, LO, HERE IS CHRIST, OR THERE; BELIEVE IT NOT. FOR THERE SHALL ARISE FALSE CHRISTS, AND FALSE PROPHETS, AND SHALL SHOW GREAT SIGNS AND WONDERS; INSOMUCH THAT, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE, THEY SHALL DECEIVE THE VERY ELECT. BEHOLD, I HAVE TOLD YOU BEFORE. WHEREFORE, IF THEY SHALL SAY UNTO YOU, BEHOLD, HE IS IN THE DESERT, GO NOT FORTH; BEHOLD, HE IS IN THE SECRET CHAMBERS, BELIEVE IT NOT. FOR AS THE LIGHTNING COMETH OUT OF THE EAST, AND SHINETH EVEN TO THE WEST, SO ALSO SHALL THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN BE." AND IN ANOTHER PASSAGE: "MANY WILL SAY UNTO ME IN THAT DAY, LORD, LORD, HAVE WE NOT EATEN AND DRUNK IN THY NAME, AND BY THY NAME HAVE CAST OUT DEMONS, AND DONE MANY WONDERFUL WORKS? AND THEN WILL I SAY UNTO THEM, DEPART FROM ME, BECAUSE YE ARE WORKERS OF INIQUITY." BUT CELSUS, WISHING TO ASSIMILATE THE MIRACLES OF JESUS TO THE WORKS OF HUMAN SORCERY, SAYS IN EXPRESS TERMS AS FOLLOWS: "O LIGHT AND TRUTH! HE DISTINCTLY DECLARES, WITH HIS OWN VOICE, AS YE YOURSELVES HAVE RECORDED, THAT THERE WILL COME TO YOU EVEN OTHERS, EMPLOYING MIRACLES OF A SIMILAR KIND, WHO ARE WICKED MEN, AND SORCERERS; AND HE CALLS HIM WHO MAKES USE OF SUCH DEVICES, ONE SATAN. SO THAT JESUS HIMSELF DOES NOT DENY THAT THESE WORKS AT LEAST ARE NOT AT ALL DIVINE, BUT ARE THE ACTS OF WICKED MEN; AND BEING COMPELLED BY THE FORCE OF TRUTH, HE AT THE SAME TIME NOT ONLY LAID OPEN THE DOINGS OF OTHERS, BUT CONVICTED HIMSELF OF THE SAME ACTS. IS IT NOT, THEN, A MISERABLE INFERENCE, TO CONCLUDE FROM THE SAME WORKS THAT THE ONE IS GOD AND THE OTHER SORCERERS? WHY OUGHT THE OTHERS, BECAUSE OF THESE ACTS, TO BE ACCOUNTED WICKED RATHER THAN THIS MAN, SEEING THEY HAVE HIM AS THEIR WITNESS AGAINST HIMSELF? FOR HE HAS HIMSELF ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THESE ARE NOT THE WORKS OF A DIVINE NATURE, BUT THE INVENTIONS OF CERTAIN DECEIVERS, AND OF THOROUGHLY WICKED MEN." OBSERVE, NOW, WHETHER CELSUS IS NOT CLEARLY CONVICTED OF SLANDERING THE GOSPEL BY SUCH STATEMENTS, SINCE WHAT JESUS SAYS REGARDING THOSE WHO ARE TO WORK SIGNS AND WONDERS IS DIFFERENT FROM WHAT THIS JEW OF CELSUS ALLEGES IT TO BE. FOR IF JESUS HAD SIMPLY TOLD HIS DISCIPLES TO BE ON THEIR GUARD AGAINST THOSE WHO PROFESSED TO WORK MIRACLES, WITHOUT DECLARING WHAT THEY WOULD GIVE THEMSELVES OUT TO BE, THEN PERHAPS THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN SOME GROUND FOR HIS SUSPICION. BUT SINCE THOSE AGAINST WHOM JESUS WOULD HAVE US TO BE ON OUR GUARD GIVE THEMSELVES OUT AS THE CHRIST--WHICH IS NOT A CLAIM PUT FORTH BY SORCERERS--AND SINCE HE SAYS THAT EVEN SOME WHO LEAD WICKED LIVES WILL PERFORM MIRACLES IN THE NAME OF JESUS, AND EXPEL DEMONS OUT OF MEN, SORCERY IN THE CASE OF THESE INDIVIDUALS, OR ANY SUSPICION OF SUCH, IS RATHER, IF WE MAY SO SPEAK, ALTOGETHER BANISHED, AND THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST ESTABLISHED, AS WELL AS THE DIVINE MISSIONS OF HIS DISCIPLES; SEEING THAT IT IS POSSIBLE THAT ONE WHO MAKES USE OF HIS NAME, AND WHO IS WROUGHT UPON BY SOME POWER, IN SOME WAY UNKNOWN, TO MAKE THE PRETENSE THAT HE IS THE CHRIST, SHOULD SEEM TO PERFORM MIRACLES LIKE THOSE OF JESUS, WHILE OTHERS THROUGH HIS NAME SHOULD DO WORKS RESEMBLING THOSE OF HIS GENUINE DISCIPLES. PAUL, MOREOVER, IN THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS, SHOWS IN WHAT MANNER THERE WILL ONE DAY BE REVEALED "THE MAN OF SIN, THE SON OF PERDITION, WHO OPPOSETH AND EXALTETH HIMSELF ABOVE ALL THAT IS CALLED GOD, OR THAT IS WORSHIPPED; SO THAT HE SITTETH IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, SHOWING HIMSELF THAT HE IS GOD." AND AGAIN, HE SAYS TO THE THESSALONIANS: "AND NOW YE KNOW WHAT WITHHOLDETH THAT HE MIGHT BE REVEALED IN HIS TIME. FOR THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY DOTH ALREADY WORK: ONLY HE WHO NOW LETTETH WILL LET, UNTIL HE BE TAKEN OUT OF THE WAY: AND THEN SHALL THAT WICKED BE REVEALED, WHOM THE LORD WILL CONSUME WITH THE SPIRIT OF HIS MOUTH, AND SHALL DESTROY WITH THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS COMING: EVEN HIM, WHOSE CUNNING IS AFTER THE WORKING OF SATAN, WITH ALL POWER, AND SIGNS, AND LYING WONDERS, AND WITH ALL DECEIVABLENESS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS IN THEM THAT PERISH." AND IN ASSIGNING THE REASON WHY THE MAN OF SIN IS PERMITTED TO CONTINUE IN EXISTENCE, HE SAYS: "BECAUSE THEY RECEIVED NOT THE LOVE OF THE TRUTH, THAT THEY MIGHT BE SAVED. AND FOR THIS CAUSE, GOD SHALL SEND THEM STRONG DELUSION, THAT THEY SHOULD BELIEVE A LIE; THAT THEY ALL MIGHT BE DAMNED WHO BELIEVED NOT THE TRUTH, BUT HAD PLEASURE IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS." LET ANY ONE NOW SAYS WHETHER ANY OF THE STATEMENTS IN THE GOSPEL, OR IN THE WRITINGS OF THE APOSTLE, COULD GIVE OCCASION FOR THE SUSPICION THAT THERE IS THEREIN CONTAINED ANY PREDICTION OF SORCERY. ANY ONE, MOREOVER, WHO LIKES MAY FIND THE PROPHECY IN DANIEL RESPECTING ANTICHRIST. BUT CELSUS FALSITIES THE WORDS OF JESUS, SINCE HE DID NOT SAY THAT OTHERS WOULD COME WORKING SIMILAR MIRACLES TO HIMSELF, BUT WHO ARE WICKED MEN AND SORCERERS, ALTHOUGH CELSUS ASSERTS THAT HE UTTERED SUCH WORDS. FOR AS THE POWER OF THE EGYPTIAN MAGICIANS WAS NOT SIMILAR TO THE DIVINELY-BESTOWED GRACE OF MOSES, BUT THE ISSUE CLEARLY PROVED THAT THE ACTS OF THE FORMER WERE THE EFFECT OF MAGIC, WHILE THOSE OF MOSES WERE WROUGHT BY DIVINE POWER; SO THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANTICHRISTS, AND OF THOSE WHO FEIGN THAT THEY CAN WORK MIRACLES AS BEING THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST, ARE SAID TO BE LYING SIGNS AND WONDERS, PREVAILING WITH ALL DECEIVABLENESS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AMONG THEM THAT PERISH; WHEREAS THE WORKS OF CHRIST AND HIS DISCIPLES HAD FOR THEIR FRUIT, NOT DECEIT, BUT THE SALVATION OF HUMAN SOULS. AND WHO WOULD RATIONALLY MAINTAIN THAT AN IMPROVED MORAL LIFE, WHICH DAILY LESSENED THE NUMBER OF A MAN'S OFFENCES, COULD PROCEED FROM A SYSTEM OF DECEIT? 
CHAP. LI. 
CELSUS, INDEED, EVINCED A SLIGHT KNOWLEDGE OF SCRIPTURE WHEN HE MADE JESUS SAY, THAT IT IS "A CERTAIN SATAN WHO CONTRIVES SUCH DEVICES;" ALTHOUGH HE BEGS THE QUESTION S WHEN HE ASSERTS THAT "JESUS DID NOT DENY THAT THESE WORKS HAVE IN THEM NOTHING OF DIVINITY, BUT PROCEED FROM WICKED MEN," FOR HE MAKES THINGS WHICH DIFFER IN KIND TO BE THE SAME. NOW, AS A WOLF IS NOT OF THE SAME SPECIES AS A DOG, ALTHOUGH IT MAY APPEAR TO HAVE SOME RESEMBLANCE IN THE FIGURE OF ITS BODY AND IN ITS VOICE, NOR A COMMON WOOD-PIGEON THE SAME AS A DOVE, SO THERE IS NO RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN WHAT IS DONE BY THE POWER OF GOD AND WHAT IS THE EFFECT OF SORCERY. AND WE MIGHT FURTHER SAY, IN ANSWER TO THE CALUMNIES OF CELSUS, ARE THOSE TO BE REGARDED AS MIRACLES WHICH ARE WROUGHT THROUGH SORCERY BY WICKED DEMONS, BUT THOSE NOT WHICH ARE PERFORMED BY A NATURE THAT IS HOLY AND DIVINE? AND DOES HUMAN LIFE ENDURE THE WORSE, BUT NEVER RECEIVE THE BETTER? NOW IT APPEARS TO ME THAT WE MUST LAY IT DOWN AS A GENERAL PRINCIPLE, THAT AS, WHEREVER ANYTHING THAT IS EVIL WOULD MAKE ITSELF TO BE OF THE SAME NATURE WITH THE GOOD, THERE MUST BY ALL MEANS BE SOMETHING THAT IS GOOD OPPOSED TO THE EVIL; SO ALSO, IN OPPOSITION TO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE BROUGHT ABOUT BY SORCERY, THERE MUST ALSO OF NECESSITY BE SOME THINGS IN HUMAN LIFE WHICH ARE THE RESULT OF DIVINE POWER. AND IT FOLLOWS FROM THE SAME, THAT WE MUST EITHER ANNIHILATE BOTH, AND ASSERT THAT NEITHER EXISTS, OR, ASSUMING THE ONE, AND PARTICULARLY THE EVIL, ADMIT ALSO THE REALITY OF THE GOOD. NOW, IF ONE WERE TO LAY IT DOWN THAT WORKS ARE WROUGHT BY MEANS OF SORCERY, BUT WOULD NOT GRANT THAT THERE ARE ALSO WORKS WHICH ARE THE PRODUCT OF DIVINE POWER, HE WOULD SEEM TO ME TO RESEMBLE HIM WHO SHOULD ADMIT THE EXISTENCE OF SOPHISMS AND PLAUSIBLE ARGUMENTS, WHICH HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF ESTABLISHING THE TRUTH, ALTHOUGH REALLY UNDERMINING IT, WHILE DENYING THAT TRUTH HAD ANYWHERE A HOME AMONG MEN, OR A DIALECTIC WHICH DIFFERED FROM SOPHISTRY. BUT IF WE ONCE ADMIT THAT IT IS CONSISTENT WITH THE EXISTENCE OF MAGIC AND SORCERY (WHICH DERIVE THEIR POWER FROM EVIL DEMONS, WHO ARE SPELL-BOUND BY ELABORATE INCANTATIONS, AND BECOME SUBJECT TO SORCERERS) THAT SOME WORKS MUST BE FOUND AMONG MEN WHICH PROCEED FROM A POWER THAT IS DIVINE, WHY SHALL WE NOT TEST THOSE WHO PROFESS TO PERFORM THEM BY THEIR LIVES AND MORALS, AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR MIRACLES, VIZ., WHETHER THEY TEND TO THE INJURY OF MEN OR TO THE REFORMATION OF CONDUCT? WHAT MINISTER OF EVIL DEMONS, E.G., CAN DO SUCH THINGS? AND BY MEANS OF WHAT INCANTATIONS AND MAGIC ARTS? AND WHO, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS IT THAT, HAVING HIS SOUL AND HIS SPIRIT, AND I IMAGINE ALSO HIS BODY, IN A PURE AND HOLY STATE, RECEIVES A DIVINE SPIRIT, AND PERFORMS SUCH WORKS IN ORDER TO BENEFIT MEN, AND TO LEAD THEM TO BELIEVE ON THE TRUE GOD? BUT IF WE MUST ONCE INVESTIGATE (WITHOUT BEING CARDED AWAY BY THE MIRACLES THEMSELVES) WHO IT IS THAT PERFORMS THEM BY HELP OF A GOOD, AND WHO BY HELP OF AN EVIL POWER, SO THAT WE MAY NEITHER SLANDER ALL WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION, NOR YET ADMIRE AND ACCEPT ALL AS DIVINE, WILL IT NOT BE MANIFEST, FROM WHAT OCCURRED IN THE TIMES OF MOSES AND JESUS, WHEN ENTIRE NATIONS WERE ESTABLISHED IN CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR MIRACLES, THAT THESE MEN WROUGHT BY MEANS OF DIVINE POWER WHAT THEY ARE RECORDED TO HAVE PERFORMED? FOR WICKEDNESS AND SORCERY WOULD NOT HAVE LED A WHOLE NATION TO RISE NOT ONLY ABOVE IDOLS AND IMAGES ERECTED BY MEN, BUT ALSO ABOVE ALL CREATED THINGS, AND TO ASCEND TO THE UNCREATED ORIGIN OF THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE. 
CHAP. LII. 
BUT SINCE IT IS A JEW WHO MAKES THESE ASSERTIONS IN THE TREATISE OF CELSUS, WE WOULD SAY TO HIM: PRAY, FRIEND, WHY DO YOU BELIEVE THE WORKS WHICH ARE RECORDED IN YOUR WRITINGS AS HAVING BEEN PERFORMED BY GOD THROUGH THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF MOSES TO BE REALLY DIVINE, AND ENDEAVOUR TO REFUTE THOSE WHO SLANDEROUSLY ASSERT THAT THEY WERE WROUGHT BY SORCERY, LIKE THOSE OF THE EGYPTIAN MAGICIANS; WHILE, IN IMITATION OF YOUR EGYPTIAN OPPONENTS, YOU CHARGE THOSE WHICH WERE DONE BY JESUS, AND WHICH, YOU ADMIT, WERE ACTUALLY PERFORMED, WITH NOT BEING DIVINE? FOR IF THE FINAL RESULT, AND THE FOUNDING OF AN ENTIRE NATION BY THE MIRACLES OF MOSES, MANIFESTLY DEMONSTRATE THAT IT WAS GOD WHO BROUGHT THESE THINGS TO PASS IN THE TIME OF MOSES THE HEBREW LAWGIVER, WHY SHOULD NOT SUCH RATHER BE SHOWN TO BE THE CASE WITH JESUS, WHO ACCOMPLISHED FAR GREATER WORKS THAN THOSE OF MOSES? FOR THE FORMER TOOK THOSE OF HIS OWN NATION, THE DESCENDANTS OF ABRAHAM, WHO HAD OBSERVED THE RITE OF CIRCUMCISION TRANSMITTED BY TRADITION, AND WHO WERE CAREFUL OBSERVERS OF THE ABRAHAMIC USAGES, AND LED THEM OUT OF EGYPT, ENACTING FOR THEM THOSE LAWS WHICH YOU BELIEVE TO BE DIVINE; WHEREAS THE LATTER VENTURED UPON A GREATER UNDERTAKING, AND SUPERINDUCED UPON THE PRE-EXISTING CONSTITUTION, AND UPON ANCESTRAL CUSTOMS AND MODES OF LIFE AGREEABLE TO THE EXISTING LAWS, A CONSTITUTION IN CONFORMITY WITH THE GOSPEL. AND AS IT WAS NECESSARY, IN ORDER THAT MOSES SHOULD FIND CREDIT NOT ONLY AMONG THE ELDERS, BUT THE COMMON PEOPLE, THAT THERE SHOULD BE PERFORMED THOSE MIRACLES WHICH HE IS RECORDED TO HAVE PERFORMED, WHY SHOULD NOT JESUS ALSO, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY BE BELIEVED ON BY THOSE OF THE PEOPLE WHO HAD LEARNED TO ASK FOR SIGNS AND WONDERS, NEED TO WORK SUCH MIRACLES AS, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR GREATER GRANDEUR AND DIVINITY (IN COMPARISON WITH THOSE OF MOSES), WERE ABLE TO CONVERT MEN FROM JEWISH FABLES, AND FROM THE HUMAN TRADITIONS WHICH PREVAILED AMONG THEM, AND MAKE THEM ADMIT THAT HE WHO TAUGHT AND DID SUCH THINGS WAS GREATER THAN THE: PROPHETS? FOR HOW WAS NOT HE GREATER THAN THE PROPHETS, WHO WAS PROCLAIMED BY THEM TO BE THE CHRIST, AND THE SAVIOUR OF THE HUMAN RACE? 
CHAP. LIII. 
ALL THE ARGUMENTS, INDEED, WHICH THIS JEW OF CELSUS ADVANCES AGAINST THOSE WHO BELIEVE ON JESUS, MAY, BY PARITY OF REASONING, BE URGED AS GROUND OF ACCUSATION AGAINST MOSES: SO THAT THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE IN ASSERTING THAT THE SORCERY PRACTICED BY JESUS AND THAT BY MOSES WERE SIMILAR TO EACH OTHER,--BOTH OF THEM, SO FAR AS THE LANGUAGE OF THIS JEW OF CELSUS IS CONCERNED, BEING LIABLE TO THE SAME CHARGE; AS, E.G., WHEN THIS JEW SAYS OF CHRIST, "BUT, O LIGHT AND TRUTH! JESUS WITH HIS OWN VOICE EXPRESSLY DECLARES, AS YOU YOURSELVES HAVE RECORDED, THAT THERE WILL APPEAR AMONG YOU, OTHERS ALSO, WHO WILL PERFORM MIRACLES LIKE MINE, BUT WHO ARE WICKED MEN AND SORCERERS," SOME ONE, EITHER GREEK OR EGYPTIAN, OR ANY OTHER PARTY WHO DISBELIEVED THE JEW, MIGHT SAY RESPECTING MOSES, "BUT, O LIGHT AND TRUTH! MOSES WITH HIS OWN VOICE EXPRESSLY DECLARES, AS YE ALSO HAVE RECORDED, THAT THERE WILL APPEAR AMONG YOU, OTHERS ALSO, WHO WILL PERFORM MIRACLES LIKE MINE, BUT WHO ARE WICKED MEN AND SORCERERS. FOR IT IS WRITTEN IN YOUR LAW, 'IF THERE ARISE AMONG YOU A PROPHET, OR A DREAMER OF DREAMS, AND GIVETH THEE A SIGN OR A WONDER, AND THE SIGN OR WONDER COME TO PASS WHEREOF HE SPOKE UNTO THEE, SAYING, LET US GO AFTER OTHER GODS WHICH THOU HAST NOT KNOWN, AND LET US SERVE THEM; THOU SHALL NOT HEARKEN TO THE WORDS OF THAT PROPHET, OR DREAMER OF DREAMS,'" ETC. AGAIN, PERVERTING THE WORDS OF JESUS, HE SAYS, "AND HE TERMS HIM WHO DEVISES SUCH THINGS, ONE SATAN;" WHILE ONE, APPLYING THIS TO MOSES, MIGHT SAY, "AND HE TERMS HIM WHO DEVISES SUCH THINGS, A PROPHET WHO DREAMS." AND AS THIS JEW ASSERTS REGARDING JESUS, THAT "EVEN HE HIMSELF DOES NOT DENY THAT THESE WORKS HAVE IN THEM NOTHING OF DIVINITY, BUT ARE THE ACTS OF WICKED MEN;" SO ANY ONE WHO DISBELIEVES THE WRITINGS OF MOSES MIGHT SAY, QUOTING WHAT HAS BEEN ALREADY SAID, THE SAME THING, VIZ., THAT, "EVEN MOSES DOES NOT DENY THAT THESE WORKS HAVE IN THEM NOTHING OF DIVINITY, BUT ARE THE ACTS OF WICKED MEN." AND HE WILL DO THE SAME THING ALSO WITH RESPECT TO THIS: "BEING COMPELLED BY THE FORCE OF TRUTH, MOSES AT THE SAME TIME BOTH EXPOSED THE DOINGS OF OTHERS, AND CONVICTED HIMSELF OF THE SAME." AND WHEN THE JEW SAYS, "IS IT NOT A WRETCHED INFERENCE FROM THE SAME ACTS, TO CONCLUDE THAT THE ONE IS A GOD, AND THE OTHERS SORCERERS?" ONE MIGHT OBJECT TO HIM, ON THE GROUND OF THOSE WORDS OF MOSES ALREADY QUOTED, "IS IT NOT THEN A WRETCHED INFERENCE FROM THE SAME ACTS, TO CONCLUDE THAT THE ONE IS A PROPHET AND SERVANT OF GOD, AND THE OTHERS SORCERERS?" BUT WHEN, IN ADDITION TO THOSE COMPARISONS WHICH I HAVE ALREADY MENTIONED, CELSUS, DWELLING UPON THE SUBJECT, ADDUCES THIS ALSO: "WHY FROM THESE WORKS SHOULD THE OTHERS BE ACCOUNTED WICKED, RATHER THAN THIS MAN, SEEING THEY HAVE HIM AS A WITNESS AGAINST HIMSELF?"--WE, TOO, SHALL ADDUCE THE FOLLOWING, IN ADDITION TO WHAT HAS BEEN ALREADY SAID: "WHY, FROM THOSE PASSAGES IN WHICH MOSES FORBIDS US TO BELIEVE THOSE WHO EXHIBIT SIGNS AND WONDERS, OUGHT WE TO CONSIDER SUCH PERSONS AS WICKED, RATHER THAN MOSES, BECAUSE HE CALUMNIATES SOME OF THEM IN RESPECT OF THEIR SIGNS AND WONDERS?" AND URGING MORE TO THE SAME EFFECT, THAT HE MAY APPEAR TO STRENGTHEN HIS ATTEMPT, HE SAYS: "HE HIMSELF ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THESE WERE NOT THE WORKS OF A DIVINE NATURE, BUT WERE THE INVENTIONS OF CERTAIN DECEIVERS, AND OF VERY WICKED MEN." WHO, THEN, IS "HIMSELF?" YOU O JEW, SAY THAT IT IS JESUS; BUT HE WHO ACCUSES YOU AS LIABLE TO THE SAME CHARGES, WILL TRANSFER THIS "HIMSELF" TO THE PERSON OF MOSES. 
CHAP. LIV. 
AFTER THIS, FORSOOTH, THE JEW OF CELSUS, TO KEEP UP THE CHARACTER ASSIGNED TO THE JEW FROM THE BEGINNING, IN HIS ADDRESS TO THOSE OF HIS COUNTRYMEN WHO HAD BECOME BELIEVERS, SAYS: "BY WHAT, THEN, WERE YOU INDUCED (TO BECOME HIS FOLLOWERS)? WAS IT BECAUSE HE FORETOLD THAT AFTER HIS DEATH HE WOULD RISE AGAIN?" NOW THIS QUESTION, LIKE THE OTHERS, CAN BE RETORTED UPON MOSES. FOR WE MIGHT SAY TO THE JEW "BY WHAT, THEN, WERE YOU INDUCED (TO BECOME THE FOLLOWER OF MOSES)? WAS IT BECAUSE HE PUT ON RECORD THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ABOUT HIS OWN DEATH: 'AND MOSES, THE SERVANT OF THE LORD DIED THERE, IN THE LAND OF MOAB, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE LOUD; AND THEY BURIED HIM IN MOAB, NEAR THE HOUSE OF PHOGOR: AND NO ONE KNOWETH HIS SEPULCHER UNTIL THIS DAY?'" FOR AS THE JEW CASTS DISCREDIT UPON THE STATEMENT, THAT "JESUS FORETOLD THAT AFTER HIS DEATH HE WOULD RISE AGAIN," ANOTHER PERSON MIGHT MAKE A SIMILAR ASSERTION ABOUT MOSES, AND WOULD SAY IN REPLY, THAT MOSES ALSO PUT ON RECORD (FOR THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY IS HIS COMPOSITION) THE STATEMENT, THAT "NO ONE KNOWETH HIS SEPULCHER UNTIL THIS DAY," IN ORDER TO MAGNIFY AND ENHANCE THE IMPORTANCE OF HIS PLACE OF BURIAL, AS BEING UNKNOWN TO MANKIND. 
CHAP. LV. 
THE JEW CONTINUES HIS ADDRESS TO THOSE OF HIS COUNTRYMEN WHO ARE CONVERTS, AS FOLLOWS: "COME NOW, LET US GRANT TO YOU THAT THE PREDICTION WAS ACTUALLY UTTERED. YET HOW MANY OTHERS ARE THERE WHO PRACTICE SUCH JUGGLING TRICKS, IN ORDER TO DECEIVE THEIR SIMPLE HEARERS, AND WHO MAKE GAIN BY THEIR DECEPTION?--AS WAS THE CASE, THEY SAY, WITH ZAMOLXIS IN SCYTHIA, THE SLAVE OF PYTHAGORAS; AND WITH PYTHAGORAS HIMSELF IN ITALY; AND WITH RHAMPSINITUS IN EGYPT (THE LATTER OF WHOM, THEY SAY, PLAYED AT DICE WITH DEMETER IN HADES, AND RETURNED TO THE UPPER WORLD WITH A GOLDEN NAPKIN WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED FROM HER AS A GIFT); AND ALSO WITH ORPHEUS AMONG THE ODRYSIANS, AND PROTESILAUS IN THESSALY, AND HERCULES AT CAPE TAENARUS, AND THESEUS. BUT THE QUESTION IS, WHETHER ANY ONE WHO WAS REALLY DEAD EVER ROSE WITH A VERITABLE BODY. OR DO YOU IMAGINE THE STATEMENTS OF OTHERS NOT ONLY TO BE MYTHS, BUT TO HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF SUCH, WHILE YOU HAVE DISCOVERED A BECOMING AND CREDIBLE TERMINATION TO YOUR DRAMA IN THE VOICE FROM THE CROSS, WHEN HE BREATHED HIS LAST, AND IN THE EARTHQUAKE AND THE DARKNESS? THAT WHILE ALIVE HE WAS OF NO ASSISTANCE TO HIMSELF, BUT THAT WHEN DEAD HE ROSE AGAIN, AND SHOWED THE MARKS OF HIS PUNISHMENT, AND HOW HIS HANDS WERE PIERCED WITH NAILS: WHO BEHELD THIS? A HALF-FRANTIC WOMAN, AS YOU STATE, AND SOME OTHER ONE, PERHAPS, OF THOSE WHO WERE ENGAGED IN THE SAME SYSTEM OF DELUSION, WHO HAD EITHER DREAMED SO, OWING TO A PECULIAR STATE OF MIND, OR UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF A WANDERING IMAGINATION BAD FORMED TO HIMSELF AN APPEARANCE ACCORDING TO HIS OWN WISHES, WHICH HAS BEEN THE CASE WITH NUMBERLESS INDIVIDUALS; OR, WHICH IS MOST PROBABLE, ONE WHO DESIRED TO IMPRESS OTHERS WITH THIS PORTENT, AND BY SUCH A FALSEHOOD TO FURNISH AN OCCASION TO IMPOSTORS LIKE HIMSELF." NOW, SINCE IT IS A JEW WHO MAKES THESE STATEMENTS, WE SHALL CONDUCT THE DEFENSE OF OUR JESUS AS IF WE WERE REPLYING TO A JEW, STILL CONTINUING THE COMPARISON DERIVED FROM THE ACCOUNTS REGARDING MOSES, AND SAYING TO HIM: "HOW MANY OTHERS ARE THERE WHO PRACTICE SIMILAR JUGGLING TRICKS TO THOSE OF MOSES, IN ORDER TO DECEIVE THEIR SILLY HEARERS, AND WHO MAKE GAIN BY THEIR DECEPTION?" NOW THIS OBJECTION WOULD BE MORE APPROPRIATE IN THE MOUTH OF ONE WHO DID NOT BELIEVE IN MOSES (AS WE MIGHT QUOTE THE INSTANCES OF ZAMOLXIS AND PYTHAGORAS, WHO WERE ENGAGED IN SUCH JUGGLING TRICKS) THAN IN THAT OF A JEW, WHO IS NOT VERY LEARNED IN THE HISTORIES OF THE GREEKS. AN EGYPTIAN, MOREOVER, WHO DID NOT BELIEVE THE MIRACLES OF MOSES, MIGHT CREDIBLY ADDUCE THE INSTANCE OF RHAMPSINITUS, SAYING THAT IT WAS FAR MORE CREDIBLE THAT HE HAD DESCENDED TO HADES, AND HAD PLAYED AT DICE WITH DEMETER, AND THAT AFTER STEALING FROM HER A GOLDEN NAPKIN HE EXHIBITED IT AS A SIGN OF HIS HAVING BEEN IN HADES, AND OF HIS HAVING RETURNED THENCE, THAN THAT MOSES SHOULD HAVE RECORDED THAT HE ENTERED INTO THE DARKNESS, WHERE GOD WAS, AND THAT HE ALONE, ABOVE ALL OTHERS, DREW NEAR TO GOD. FOR THE FOLLOWING IS HIS STATEMENT: "MOSES ALONE SHALL COME NEAR THE LORD; BUT THE REST SHALL NOT COME NIGH." WE, THEN, WHO ARE THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS, SAY TO THE JEW WHO URGES THESE OBJECTIONS: "WHILE ASSAILING OUR BELIEF IN JESUS, DEFEND YOURSELF, AND ANSWER THE EGYPTIAN AND THE GREEK OBJECTORS: WHAT WILL YOU SAY TO THOSE CHARGES WHICH YOU BROUGHT AGAINST OUR JESUS, BUT WHICH ALSO MIGHT BE BROUGHT AGAINST MOSES FIRST? AND IF YOU SHOULD MAKE A VIGOROUS EFFORT TO DEFEND MOSES, AS INDEED HIS HISTORY DOES ADMIT OF A CLEAR AND POWERFUL DEFENSE, YOU WILL UNCONSCIOUSLY, IN YOUR SUPPORT OF MOSES, BE AN UNWILLING ASSISTANT IN ESTABLISHING THE GREATER DIVINITY OF JESUS." 
CHAP. LVI. 
BUT SINCE THE JEW SAYS THAT THESE HISTORIES OF THE ALLEGED DESCENT OF HEROES TO HADES, AND OF THEIR RETURN THENCE, ARE JUGGLING IMPOSITIONS, MAINTAINING THAT THESE HEROES DISAPPEARED FOR A CERTAIN TIME, AND SECRETLY WITHDREW THEMSELVES FROM THE SIGHT OF ALL MEN, AND GAVE THEMSELVES OUT AFTERWARDS AS HAVING RETURNED FROM HADES,--FOR SUCH IS THE MEANING WHICH HIS WORDS SEEM TO CONVEY RESPECTING THE ODRYSIAN ORPHEUS, AND THE THESSALIAN PROTESILAUS, AND THE TAENARIAN HERCULES, AND THESEUS ALSO,--LET US ENDEAVOUR TO SHOW THAT THE ACCOUNT OF JESUS BEING RAISED FROM THE DEAD CANNOT POSSIBLY BE COMPARED TO THESE. FOR EACH ONE OF THE HEROES RESPECTIVELY MENTIONED MIGHT, HAD HE WISHED, HAVE SECRETLY WITHDRAWN HIMSELF FROM THE SIGHT OF MEN, AND RETURNED AGAIN, IF SO DETERMINED, TO THOSE WHOM HE HAD LEFT; BUT SEEING THAT JESUS WAS CRUCIFIED BEFORE ALL THE JEWS, AND HIS BODY SLAIN IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS NATION, HOW CAN THEY BRING THEMSELVES TO SAY THAT HE PRACTICED A SIMILAR DECEPTION WITH THOSE HEROES WHO ARE RELATED TO HAVE GONE DOWN TO HADES, AND TO HAVE RETURNED THENCE? BUT WE SAY THAT THE FOLLOWING CONSIDERATION MIGHT BE ADDUCED, PERHAPS, AS A DEFENSE OF THE PUBLIC CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS, ESPECIALLY IN CONNECTION WITH THE EXISTENCE OF THOSE STORIES OF HEROES WHO ARE SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN COMPELLED TO DESCEND TO HADES: THAT IF WE WERE TO SUPPOSE JESUS TO HAVE DIED AN OBSCURE DEATH, SO THAT THE FACT OF HIS DECEASE WAS NOT PATENT TO THE WHOLE NATION OF THE JEWS, AND AFTERWARDS TO HAVE ACTUALLY RISEN FROM THE DEAD, THERE WOULD, IN SUCH A CASE, HAVE BEEN GROUND FOR THE SAME SUSPICION ENTERTAINED REGARDING THE HEROES BEING ALSO ENTERTAINED REGARDING HIMSELF. PROBABLY, THEN, IN ADDITION TO OTHER CAUSES FOR THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS, THIS ALSO MAY HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO HIS DYING A CONSPICUOUS DEATH UPON THE CROSS, THAT NO ONE MIGHT HAVE IT IN HIS POWER TO SAY THAT HE VOLUNTARILY WITHDREW FROM THE SIGHT OF MEN, AND SEEMED ONLY TO DIE, WITHOUT REALLY DOING SO; BUT, APPEARING AGAIN, MADE A JUGGLER'S TRICK S OF THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD. BUT A CLEAR AND UNMISTAKABLE PROOF OF THE FACT I HOLD TO BE THE UNDERTAKING OF HIS DISCIPLES, WHO DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO THE TEACHING OF A DOCTRINE WHICH WAS ATTENDED WITH DANGER TO HUMAN LIFE,--A DOCTRINE WHICH THEY WOULD NOT HAVE TAUGHT WITH SUCH COURAGE HAD THEY INVENTED THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS FROM THE DEAD; AND WHO ALSO, AT THE SAME TIME, NOT ONLY PREPARED OTHERS TO DESPISE DEATH, BUT WERE THEMSELVES THE FIRST TO MANIFEST THEIR DISREGARD FOR ITS TERRORS. 
CHAP. LVII. 
BUT OBSERVE WHETHER THIS JEW OF CELSUS DOES NOT TALK VERY BLINDLY, IN SAYING THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANY ONE TO RISE FROM THE DEAD WITH A VERITABLE BODY, HIS LANGUAGE BEING: "BUT THIS IS THE QUESTION, WHETHER ANY ONE WHO WAS REALLY DEAD EVER ROSE AGAIN WITH A VERITABLE BODY?" NOW A JEW WOULD NOT HAVE UTTERED THESE WORDS, WHO BELIEVED WHAT IS RECORDED IN THE THIRD AND FOURTH BOOKS OF KINGS REGARDING LITTLE CHILDREN, OF WHOM THE ONE WAS RAISED UP BY ELIJAH, AND THE OTHER BY ELISHA. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, TOO, I THINK IT WAS THAT JESUS APPEARED TO NO OTHER NATION THAN THE JEWS, WHO HAD BECOME ACCUSTOMED TO MIRACULOUS OCCURRENCES; SO THAT, BY COMPARING WHAT THEY THEMSELVES BELIEVED WITH THE WORKS WHICH WERE DONE BY HIM, AND WITH WHAT WAS RELATED OF HIM, THEY MIGHT CONFESS THAT HE, IN REGARD TO WHOM GREATER THINGS WERE DONE, AND BY WHOM MIGHTIER MARVELS WERE PERFORMED, WAS GREATER THAN ALL THOSE WHO PRECEDED HIM. 
CHAP. LVIII. 
FURTHER, AFTER THESE GREEK STORIES WHICH THE JEW ADDUCED RESPECTING THOSE WHO WERE GUILTY OF JUGGLING PRACTICES, AND WHO PRETENDED TO HAVE RISEN FROM THE DEAD, HE SAYS TO THOSE JEWS WHO ARE CONVERTS TO CHRISTIANITY: "DO YOU IMAGINE THE STATEMENTS OF OTHERS NOT ONLY TO BE MYTHS, BUT TO HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF SUCH, WHILE YOU HAVE DISCOVERED A BECOMING AND CREDIBLE TERMINATION TO YOUR DRAMA IN THE VOICE FROM THE CROSS, WHEN HE BREATHED HIS LAST?" WE REPLY TO THE JEW: "WHAT YOU ADDUCE AS MYTHS, WE REGARD ALSO AS SUCH; BUT THE STATEMENTS OF THE SCRIPTURES WHICH ARE COMMON TO US BOTH, IN WHICH NOT YOU ONLY, BUT WE ALSO, TAKE PRIDE, WE DO NOT AT ALL REGARD AS MYTHS. AND THEREFORE, WE ACCORD OUR BELIEF TO THOSE WHO HAVE THEREIN RELATED THAT SOME ROSE FROM THE DEAD, AS NOT BEING GUILTY OF IMPOSITION; AND TO HIM ESPECIALLY THERE MENTIONED AS HAVING RISEN, WHO BOTH PREDICTED THE EVENT HIMSELF, AND WAS THE SUBJECT OF PREDICTION BY OTHERS. AND HIS RESURRECTION IS MORE MIRACULOUS THAN THAT OF THE OTHERS IN THIS RESPECT, THAT THEY WERE RAISED BY THE PROPHETS ELIJAH AND ELISHA, WHILE HE WAS RAISED BY NONE OF THE PROPHETS, BUT BY HIS FATHER IN HEAVEN. AND THEREFORE, HIS RESURRECTION ALSO PRODUCED GREATER RESULTS THAN THEIRS. FOR WHAT GREAT GOOD HAS ACCRUED TO THE WORLD FROM THE RESURRECTION OF THE CHILDREN THROUGH THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF ELIJAH AND ELISHA, SUCH AS HAS RE-SUITED FROM THE PREACHING OF THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS, ACCEPTED AS AN ARTICLE OF BELIEF, AND AS EFFECTED THROUGH THE AGENCY OF DIVINE POWER?" 
CHAP. LIX. 
HE IMAGINES ALSO THAT BOTH THE EARTHQUAKE AND THE DARKNESS WERE AN INVENTION; BUT REGARDING THESE, WE HAVE IN THE PRECEDING PAGES, MADE OUR DEFENSE, ACCORDING TO OUR ABILITY, ADDUCING THE TESTIMONY OF PHLEGON, WHO RELATES THAT THESE EVENTS TOOK PLACE AT THE TIME WHEN OUR SAVIOUR SUFFERED. AND HE GOES ON TO SAY, THAT "JESUS, WHILE ALIVE, WAS OF NO ASSISTANCE TO HIMSELF, BUT THAT HE AROSE AFTER DEATH, AND EXHIBITED THE MARKS OF HIS PUNISHMENT, AND SHOWED HOW HIS HANDS HAD BEEN PIERCED BY NAILS." WE ASK HIM WHAT HE MEANS BY THE EXPRESSION, "WAS OF NO ASSISTANCE TO HIMSELF?" FOR IF HE MEANS IT TO REFER TO WANT OF VIRTUE, WE REPLY THAT HE WAS OF VERY GREAT ASSISTANCE. FOR HE NEITHER UTTERED NOR COMMITTED ANYTHING THAT WAS IMPROPER, BUT WAS TRULY "LED AS A SHEEP TO THE SLAUGHTER, AND WAS DUMB AS A LAMB BEFORE THE SHEARER;" AND THE GOSPEL TESTIFIES THAT HE OPENED NOT HIS MOUTH. BUT IF CELSUS APPLIES THE EXPRESSION TO THINGS INDIFFERENT AND CORPOREAL, (MEANING THAT IN SUCH JESUS COULD RENDER NO HELP TO HIMSELF,) WE SAY THAT WE HAVE PROVED FROM THE GOSPELS THAT HE WENT VOLUNTARILY TO ENCOUNTER HIS SUFFERINGS. SPEAKING NEXT OF THE STATEMENTS IN THE GOSPELS, THAT AFTER HIS RESURRECTION HE SHOWED THE MARKS OF HIS PUNISHMENT, AND HOW HIS HANDS HAD BEEN PIERCED, HE ASKS, "WHO BEHELD THIS?" AND DISCREDITING THE NARRATIVE OF MARY MAGDALENE, WHO IS RELATED TO HAVE SEEN HIM, HE REPLIES, "A HALF-FRANTIC WOMAN, AS YE STATE." AND BECAUSE SHE IS NOT THE ONLY ONE WHO IS RECORDED TO HAVE SEEN THE SAVIOUR AFTER HIS RESURRECTION, BUT OTHERS ALSO ARE MENTIONED, THIS JEW OF CELSUS CALUMNIATES THESE STATEMENTS ALSO IN ADDING, "AND SOME ONE ELSE OF THOSE ENGAGED IN THE SAME SYSTEM OF DECEPTION!" 
CHAP. LX. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS IF THIS WERE POSSIBLE, VIZ., THAT THE IMAGE OF A MAN WHO WAS DEAD COULD APPEAR TO ANOTHER AS IF HE WERE STILL LIVING, HE ADOPTS THIS OPINION AS AN EPICUREAN, AND SAYS, "THAT SOME ONE HAVING SO DREAMED OWING TO A PECULIAR STATE OF MIND, OR HAVING, UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF A PERVERTED IMAGINATION, FORMED SUCH AN APPEARANCE AS HE HIMSELF DESIRED, REPORTED THAT SUCH HAD BEEN SEEN; AND THIS," HE CONTINUES, "HAS BEEN THE CASE WITH NUMBERLESS INDIVIDUALS." BUT EVEN IF THIS STATEMENT OF HIS SEEMS TO HAVE A CONSIDERABLE DEGREE OF FORCE, IT IS NEVERTHELESS ONLY FITTED TO CONFIRM A NECESSARY DOCTRINE, THAT THE SOUL OF THE DEAD EXISTS IN A SEPARATE STATE (FROM THE BODY); AND HE WHO ADOPTS SUCH AN OPINION DOES NOT BELIEVE WITHOUT GOOD REASON IN THE IMMORTALITY, OR AT LEAST CONTINUED EXISTENCE, OF THE SOUL, AS EVEN PLATO SAYS IN HIS TREATISE ON THE SOUL THAT SHADOWY PHANTOMS OF PERSONS ALREADY DEAD HAVE APPEARED TO SOME AROUND THEIR SEPULCHERS. NOW THE PHANTOMS WHICH EXIST ABOUT THE SOUL OF THE DEAD ARE PRODUCED BY SOME SUBSTANCE, AND THIS SUBSTANCE IS IN THE SOUL, WHICH EXISTS APART IN A BODY SAID TO BE OF SPLENDID APPEARANCE. BUT CELSUS, UNWILLING TO ADMIT ANY SUCH VIEW, WILL HAVE IT THAT SOME DREAMED A WAKING DREAM, AND, UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF A PERVERTED IMAGINATION, FORMED TO THEMSELVES SUCH AN IMAGE AS THEY DESIRED. NOW IT IS NOT IRRATIONAL TO BELIEVE THAT A DREAM MAY TAKE PLACE WHILE ONE IS ASLEEP; BUT TO SUPPOSE A WAKING VISION IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO ARE NOT ALTOGETHER OUT OF THEIR SENSES, AND UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DELIRIUM OR HYPOCHONDRIA, IS INCREDIBLE. AND CELSUS, SEEING THIS, CALLED THE WOMAN "HALF-MAD,"- A STATEMENT WHICH IS NOT MADE BY THE HISTORY RECORDING THE FACT, BUT FROM WHICH HE TOOK OCCASION TO CHARGE THE OCCURRENCES WITH BEING UNTRUE. 
CHAP. LXI. 
JESUS ACCORDINGLY, AS CELSUS IMAGINES, EXHIBITED AFTER HIS DEATH ONLY THE APPEARANCE OF WOUNDS RECEIVED ON THE CROSS, AND WAS NOT IN REALITY SO WOUNDED AS HE IS DESCRIBED TO HAVE BEEN; WHEREAS, ACCORDING TO THE TEACHING OF THE GOSPEL--SOME PORTIONS OF WHICH CELSUS ARBITRARILY ACCEPTS, IN ORDER TO FIND GROUND OF ACCUSATION, AND OTHER PARTS OF WHICH HE REJECTS-JESUS CALLED TO HIM ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES WHO WAS SKEPTICAL, AND WHO DEEMED THE MIRACLE AN IMPOSSIBILITY. THAT INDIVIDUAL HAD, INDEED, EXPRESSED HIS BELIEF IN THE STATEMENT OF THE WOMAN WHO SAID THAT SHE HAD SEEN HIM, BECAUSE HE DID NOT THINK IT IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE SOUL OF A DEAD MAN COULD BE SEEN; BUT HE DID NOT YET CONSIDER THE REPORT TO BE TRUE THAT HE HAD BEEN RAISED IN A BODY, WHICH WAS THE ANTITYPE OF THE FORMER. AND THEREFORE, HE DID NOT MERELY SAY, "UNLESS I SEE, I WILL NOT BELIEVE;" BUT HE ADDED, "UNLESS I PUT MY HAND INTO THE PRINT OF THE NAILS, AND LAY MY HANDS UPON HIS SIDE, I WILL NOT BELIEVE." THESE WORDS WERE SPOKEN BY THOMAS, WHO DEEMED IT POSSIBLE THAT THE BODY OF THE SOUL MIGHT BE SEEN BY THE EYE OF SENSE, RESEMBLING IN ALL RESPECTS ITS FORMER APPEARANCE, "BOTH IN SIZE, AND IN BEAUTY OF EYES, AND IN VOICE;" AND FREQUENTLY, TOO, "HAVING, ALSO, SUCH GARMENTS AROUND THE PERSON (AS WHEN ALIVE)." JESUS ACCORDINGLY, HAVING CALLED THOMAS, SAID, "REACH HITHER THY FINGER, AND BEHOLD MY HANDS; AND REACH HITHER THY HAND, AND THRUST IT INTO MY SIDE: AND BE NOT FAITHLESS, BUT BELIEVING." 
CHAP. LXII. 
NOW IT FOLLOWED FROM ALL THE PREDICTIONS WHICH WERE UTTERED REGARDING HIM --AMONGST WHICH WAS THIS PREDICTION OF THE RESURRECTION --AND, FROM ALL THAT WAS DONE BY HIM, AND FROM ALL THE EVENTS WHICH BEFELL HIM, THAT THIS EVENT SHOULD BE MARVELOUS ABOVE ALL OTHERS. FOR IT HAD BEEN SAID BEFOREHAND BY THE PROPHET IN THE PERSON OF JESUS: "MY FLESH SHALL REST IN HOPE, AND THOU WILT NOT LEAVE MY SOUL IN HADES, AND WILT NOT SUFFER THINE HOLY ONE TO SEE CORRUPTION." AND TRULY, AFTER HIS RESURRECTION, HE EXISTED IN A BODY INTERMEDIATE, AS IT WERE, BETWEEN THE GROSSNESS OF THAT WHICH HE HAD BEFORE HIS SUFFERINGS, AND THE APPEARANCE OF A SOUL UNCOVERED BY SUCH A BODY. AND HENCE IT WAS, THAT WHEN HIS DISCIPLES WERE TOGETHER, AND THOMAS WITH THEM, THERE "CAME JESUS, THE DOORS BEING SHUT, AND STOOD IN THE MIDST, AND SAID, PEACE BE UNTO YOU. THEN SAITH HE TO THOMAS, REACH HITHER THY FINGER," ETC. AND IN THE GOSPEL OF LUKE ALSO, WHILE SIMON AND CLEOPAS WERE CONVERSING WITH EACH OTHER RESPECTING ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED TO THEM, JESUS "DREW NEAR, AND WENT WITH THEM. AND THEIR EYES WERE HOLDEN, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT KNOW HIM. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, WHAT MANNER OF COMMUNICATIONS ARE THESE THAT YE HAVE ONE TO ANOTHER, AS YE WALK?" AND WHEN THEIR EYES WERE OPENED, AND THEY KNEW HIM, THEN THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, IN EXPRESS WORDS, "AND HE VANISHED OUT OF THEIR SIGHT." AND ALTHOUGH CELSUS MAY WISH TO PLACE WHAT IS TOLD OF JESUS, AND OF THOSE WHO SAW HIM AFTER HIS RESURRECTION, ON THE SAME LEVEL WITH IMAGINARY APPEARANCES OF A DIFFERENT KIND, AND THOSE WHO HAVE INVENTED SUCH, YET TO THOSE WHO INSTITUTE A CANDID AND INTELLIGENT EXAMINATION, THE EVENTS WILL APPEAR ONLY THE MORE MIRACULOUS. 
CHAP. LXIII. 
AFTER THESE POINTS, CELSUS PROCEEDS TO BRING AGAINST THE GOSPEL NARRATIVE A CHARGE WHICH IS NOT TO BE LIGHTLY PASSED OVER, SAYING THAT "IF JESUS DESIRED TO SHOW THAT HIS POWER WAS REALLY DIVINE, HE OUGHT TO HAVE APPEARED TO THOSE WHO HAD ILL-TREATED HIM, AND TO HIM WHO HAD CONDEMNED HIM, AND TO ALL MEN UNIVERSALLY." FOR IT APPEARS TO US ALSO TO BE TRUE, ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL ACCOUNT, THAT HE WAS NOT SEEN AFTER HIS RESURRECTION IN THE SAME MANNER AS HE USED FORMERLY TO SHOW HIMSELF--PUBLICLY, AND TO ALL MEN. BUT IT IS RECORDED IN THE ACTS, THAT "BEING SEEN DURING FORTY DAYS," HE EXPOUNDED TO HIS DISCIPLES "THE THINGS PERTAINING TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD." AND IN THE GOSPELS, IT IS NOT STATED THAT HE WAS ALWAYS WITH THEM; BUT THAT ON ONE OCCASION HE APPEARED IN THEIR MIDST, AFTER EIGHT DAYS, WHEN THE DOORS WERE SHUT, AND ON ANOTHER IN SOME SIMILAR FASHION. AND PAUL ALSO, IN THE CONCLUDING PORTIONS OF THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, IN REFERENCE TO HIS NOT HAVING PUBLICLY APPEARED AS HE DID IN THE PERIOD BEFORE HE SUFFERED, WRITES AS FOLLOWS: "FOR I DELIVERED UNTO YOU FIRST OF ALL THAT WHICH I ALSO RECEIVED, HOW THAT CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES; AND THAT HE WAS SEEN OF CEPHAS, THEN OF THE TWELVE: AFTER THAT HE WAS SEEN OF ABOVE FIVE HUNDRED BRETHREN AT ONCE, OF WHOM THE GREATER PART REMAIN UNTO THE PRESENT TIME, BUT SOME ARE FALLEN ASLEEP. AFTER THAT HE WAS SEEN OF JAMES, THEN OF ALL THE APOSTLES. AND LAST OF ALL HE WAS SEEN OF ME ALSO, AS OF ONE BORN OUT OF DUE TIME." I AM OF OPINION NOW THAT THE STATEMENTS IN THIS PASSAGE CONTAIN SOME GREAT AND WONDERFUL MYSTERIES, WHICH ARE BEYOND THE GRASP NOT MERELY OF THE GREAT MULTITUDE OF ORDINARY BELIEVERS, BUT EVEN OF THOSE WHO ARE FAR ADVANCED (IN CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE), AND THAT IN THEM THE REASON WOULD BE EXPLAINED WHY HE DID NOT SHOW HIMSELF, AFTER HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, IN THE SAME MANNER AS BEFORE THAT EVENT. AND IN A TREATISE OF THIS NATURE, COMPOSED IN ANSWER TO A WORK DIRECTED AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS AND THEIR FAITH, OBSERVE WHETHER WE ARE ABLE TO ADDUCE A FEW RATIONAL ARGUMENTS OUT OF A GREATER NUMBER, AND THUS MAKE AN IMPRESSION UPON THE HEARERS OF THIS APOLOGY. 
CHAP. LXIV. 
ALTHOUGH JESUS WAS ONLY A SINGLE INDIVIDUAL, HE WAS NEVERTHELESS MORE THINGS THAN ONE, ACCORDING TO THE DIFFERENT STANDPOINT FROM WHICH HE MIGHT BE REGARDED; NOR WAS HE SEEN IN THE SAME WAY BY ALL WHO BEHELD HIM. NOW, THAT HE WAS MORE THINGS THAN ONE, ACCORDING TO THE VARYING POINT OF VIEW, IS CLEAR FROM THIS STATEMENT, "I AM THE WAY, AND THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE;" AND FROM THIS, "I AM THE BREAD;" AND THIS, "I AM THE DOOR," AND INNUMERABLE OTHERS. AND THAT WHEN SEEN HE DID NOT APPEAR IN LIKE FASHION TO ALL THOSE WHO SAW HIM, BUT ACCORDING TO THEIR SEVERAL ABILITY TO RECEIVE HIM, WILL BE CLEAR TO THOSE WHO NOTICE WHY, AT THE TIME WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO BE TRANSFIGURED ON THE HIGH MOUNTAIN, HE DID NOT ADMIT ALL HIS APOSTLES (TO THIS SIGHT), BUT ONLY PETER, AND JAMES, AND JOHN, BECAUSE THEY ALONE WERE CAPABLE OF BEHOLDING HIS GLORY ON THAT OCCASION, AND OF OBSERVING THE GLORIFIED APPEARANCE OF MOSES AND ELIJAH, AND OF LISTENING TO THEIR CONVERSATION, AND TO THE VOICE FROM THE HEAVENLY CLOUD. I AM OF OPINION, TOO, THAT BEFORE HE ASCENDED THE MOUNTAIN WHERE HIS DISCIPLES CAME TO HIM ALONE, AND WHERE HE TAUGHT THEM THE BEATITUDES, WHEN HE WAS SOMEWHERE IN THE LOWER PART OF THE MOUNTAIN, AND WHEN, AS IT BECAME LATE, HE HEALED THOSE WHO WERE BROUGHT TO HIM, FREEING THEM FROM ALL SICKNESS AND DISEASE, HE DID NOT APPEAR THE SAME PERSON TO THE SICK, AND TO THOSE WHO NEEDED HIS HEALING AID, AS TO THOSE WHO WERE ABLE BY REASON OF THEIR STRENGTH TO GO UP THE MOUNTAIN ALONG WITH HIM. NAY, EVEN WHEN HE INTERPRETED PRIVATELY TO HIS OWN DISCIPLES THE PARABLES WHICH WERE DELIVERED TO THE MULTITUDES WITHOUT, FROM WHOM THE EXPLANATION WAS WITHHELD, AS THEY WHO HEARD THEM EXPLAINED WERE ENDOWED WITH HIGHER ORGANS OF HEARING THAN THEY WHO HEARD THEM WITHOUT EXPLANATION, SO WAS IT ALTOGETHER THE SAME WITH THE EYES OF THEIR SOUL, AND, I THINK, ALSO WITH THOSE OF THEIR BODY. AND THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT SHOWS THAT HE HAD NOT ALWAYS THE SAME APPEARANCE, VIZ., THAT JUDAS, WHEN ABOUT TO BETRAY HIM, SAID TO THE MULTITUDES WHO WERE SETTING OUT WITH HIM, AS NOT BEING ACQUAINTED WITH HIM, "WHOMSOEVER I SHALL KISS, THE SAME IS HE." AND I THINK THAT THE SAVIOUR HIMSELF INDICATES THE SAME THING BY THE WORDS: "I WAS DAILY WITH YOU, TEACHING IN THE TEMPLE, AND YE LAID NO HOLD ON ME." ENTERTAINING, THEN, SUCH EXALTED VIEWS REGARDING JESUS, NOT ONLY WITH RESPECT TO THE DEITY WITHIN, AND WHICH WAS HIDDEN FROM THE VIEW OF THE MULTITUDE, BUT WITH RESPECT TO THE TRANSFIGURATION OF HIS BODY, WHICH TOOK PLACE WHEN AND TO WHOM HE WOULD, WE SAY, THAT BEFORE JESUS HAD "PUT OFF THE GOVERNMENTS AND POWERS," AND WHILE AS YET HE WAS NOT DEAD UNTO SIN, ALL MEN WERE CAPABLE OF SEEING HIM; BUT THAT, WHEN HE HAD "PUT OFF THE GOVERNMENTS AND POWERS," AND HAD NO LONGER ANYTHING WHICH WAS CAPABLE OF BEING SEEN BY THE MULTITUDE, ALL WHO HAD FORMERLY SEEN HIM WERE NOT NOW ABLE TO BEHOLD HIM. AND THEREFORE, SPARING THEM, HE DID NOT SHOW HIMSELF TO ALL AFTER HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD. 
CHAP. LXV. 
AND WHY DO I SAY "TO ALL?" FOR EVEN WITH HIS OWN APOSTLES AND DISCIPLES HE WAS NOT PERPETUALLY PRESENT, NOR DID HE CONSTANTLY SHOW HIMSELF TO THEM, BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT ABLE WITHOUT INTERMISSION TO RECEIVE HIS DIVINITY. FOR HIS DEITY WAS MORE RESPLENDENT AFTER LIE HAD FINISHED THE ECONOMY (OF SALVATION): AND THIS PETER, SURNAMED CEPHAS, THE FIRST-FRUITS AS IT WERE OF THE APOSTLES, WAS ENABLED TO BEHOLD, AND ALONG WITH HIM THE TWELVE (MATTHIAS HAVING BEEN SUBSTITUTED IN ROOM OF JUDAS); AND AFTER THEM HE APPEARED TO THE FIVE HUNDRED BRETHREN AT ONCE, AND THEN TO JAMES, AND SUBSEQUENTLY TO ALL THE OTHERS BESIDES THE TWELVE APOSTLES, PERHAPS TO THE SEVENTY ALSO, AND LASTLY TO PAUL, AS TO ONE BORN OUT OF DUE TIME, AND WHO KNEW WELL HOW TO SAY, "UNTO ME, WHO AM LESS THAN THE LEAST OF ALL SAINTS, IS THIS GRACE GIVEN;" AND PROBABLY THE EXPRESSION "LEAST OF ALL" HAS THE SAME MEANING WITH "ONE BORN OUT OF DUE TIME." FOR AS NO ONE COULD REASONABLY BLAME JESUS FOR NOT HAVING ADMITTED ALL HIS APOSTLES TO THE HIGH MOUNTAIN, BUT ONLY THE THREE ALREADY MENTIONED, ON THE OCCASION OF HIS TRANSFIGURATION, WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO MANIFEST THE SPLENDOUR WHICH APPEARED IN HIS GARMENTS, AND THE GLORY OF MOSES AND ELIAS TALKING WITH HIM, SO NONE COULD REASONABLY OBJECT TO THE STATEMENTS OF THE APOSTLES, WHO INTRODUCE THE APPEARANCE OF JESUS AFTER HIS RESURRECTION AS HAVING BEEN MADE NOT TO ALL, BUT TO THOSE ONLY WHOM HE KNEW TO HAVE RECEIVED EYES CAPABLE OF SEEING HIS RESURRECTION. I THINK, MOREOVER, THAT THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT REGARDING HIM HAS AN APOLOGETIC VALUE IN REFERENCE TO OUR SUBJECT, VIZ.: "FOR TO THIS END CHRIST DIED, AND ROSE AGAIN, THAT HE MIGHT BE LORD BOTH OF THE 'DEAD AND LIVING.'' FOR OBSERVE, IT IS CONVEYED IN THESE WORDS, THAT JESUS DIED THAT HE MIGHT BE LORD OF THE DEAD; AND THAT HE ROSE AGAIN TO BE LORD NOT ONLY OF THE DEAD, BUT ALSO OF THE LIVING. AND THE APOSTLE UNDERSTANDS, UNDOUBTEDLY, BY THE DEAD OVER WHOM CHRIST IS TO BE LORD, THOSE WHO ARE SO CALLED IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, "FOR THE TRUMPET SHALL SOUND, AND THE DEAD SHALL BE RAISED INCORRUPTIBLE; " AND BY THE LIVING, THOSE WHO ARE TO BE CHANGED, AND WHO ARE DIFFERENT FROM THE DEAD WHO ARE TO BE RAISED. AND RESPECTING THE LIVING THE WORDS ARE THESE, "AND WE SHALL BE CHANGED;" AN EXPRESSION WHICH FOLLOWS IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE STATEMENT, "THE DEAD SHALL BE RAISED FIRST." MOREOVER, IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS, DESCRIBING THE SAME CHANGE IN DIFFERENT WORDS, HE SAYS, THAT THEY WHO SLEEP ARE NOT THE SAME AS THOSE WHO ARE ALIVE; HIS LANGUAGE BEING, "I WOULD NOT HAVE YOU TO BE IGNORANT, BRETHREN, CONCERNING THEM WHO ARE ASLEEP, THAT YE SORROW NOT, EVEN AS OTHERS WHICH HAVE NO HOPE. FOR IF WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS DIED, AND ROSE AGAIN, EVEN SO THEM ALSO THAT SLEEP IN JESUS WILL GOD BRING WITH HIM. FOR THIS WE SAY UNTO YOU BY THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD, THAT WE WHO ARE ALIVE AND REMAIN UNTO THE COMING OF THE LORD, SHALL NOT PREVENT THEM THAT ARE ASLEEP." THE EXPLANATION WHICH APPEARED TO US TO BE APPROPRIATE TO THIS PASSAGE, WE GAVE IN THE EXEGETICAL REMARKS WHICH WE HAVE MADE ON THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS. 
CHAP. LXVI. 
AND BE NOT SURPRISED IF ALL THE MULTITUDES WHO HAVE BELIEVED ON JESUS DO NOT BEHOLD HIS RESURRECTION, WHEN PAUL, WRITING TO THE CORINTHIANS, CAN SAY TO THEM, AS BEING INCAPABLE OF RECEIVING GREATER MATTERS, "FOR I DETERMINED NOT TO KNOW ANYTHING AMONG YOU, SAVE JESUS CHRIST, AND HIM CRUCIFIED;" WHICH IS THE SAME AS SAYING, "HITHERTO YE WERE NOT ABLE, NEITHER YET NOW ARE YE ABLE, FOR YE ARE STILL CARNAL." THE SCRIPTURE, THEREFORE, DOING EVERYTHING BY APPOINTMENT OF GOD, HAS RECORDED OF JESUS, THAT BEFORE HIS SUFFERINGS HE APPEARED TO ALL INDIFFERENTLY, BUT NOT ALWAYS; WHILE AFTER HIS SUFFERINGS HE NO LONGER APPEARED TO ALL IN THE SAME WAY, BUT WITH A CERTAIN DISCRIMINATION WHICH MEASURED OUT TO EACH HIS DUE. AND AS IT IS RELATED THAT "GOD APPEARED TO ABRAHAM," OR TO ONE OF THE SAINTS, AND THIS "APPEARANCE" WAS NOT A THING OF CONSTANT OCCURRENCE, BUT TOOK PLACE AT INTERVALS, AND NOT TO ALL, SO UNDERSTAND THAT THE SON OF GOD APPEARED IN THE ONE CASE ON THE SAME PRINCIPLE THAT GOD APPEARED TO THE LATTER. 
CHAP. LXVII. 
TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, THEREFORE, AS IN A TREATISE OF THIS NATURE, WE HAVE ANSWERED THE OBJECTION, THAT "IF JESUS HAD REALLY WISHED TO MANIFEST HIS DIVINE POWER, HE OUGHT TO HAVE SHOWN HIMSELF TO THOSE WHO ILL-TREATED HIM, AND TO THE JUDGE WHO CONDEMNED HIM, AND TO ALL WITHOUT RESERVATION." THERE WAS, HOWEVER, NO OBLIGATION ON HIM TO APPEAR EITHER TO THE JUDGE WHO CONDEMNED HIM, OR TO THOSE WHO ILL-TREATED HIM. FOR JESUS SPARED BOTH THE ONE AND THE OTHER, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE SMITTEN WITH BLINDNESS, AS THE MEN OF SODOM WERE WHEN THEY CONSPIRED AGAINST THE BEAUTY OF THE ANGELS ENTERTAINED BY LOT. AND HERE IS THE ACCOUNT OF THE MATTER: "BUT THE MEN PUT FORTH THEIR HAND, AND PULLED LOT INTO THE HOUSE TO THEM, AND SHUT TO THE DOOR. AND THEY SMOTE THE MEN WHO WERE AT THE DOOR OF THE HOUSE WITH BLINDNESS, BOTH SMALL AND GREAT; SO THAT THEY WEARIED THEMSELVES TO FIND THE DOOR." JESUS, ACCORDINGLY, WISHED TO SHOW THAT HIS POWER WAS DIVINE TO EACH ONE WHO WAS CAPABLE OF SEEING IT, AND ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF HIS CAPABILITY. AND I DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT HE GUARDED AGAINST BEING SEEN ON ANY OTHER GROUND THAN FROM A REGARD TO THE FITNESS OF THOSE WHO WERE INCAPABLE OF SEEING HIM. AND IT IS IN VAIN FOR CELSUS TO ADD, "FOR HE HAD NO LONGER OCCASION TO FEAR ANY MAN AFTER HIS DEATH, BEING, AS YOU SAY, A GOD; NOR WAS HE SENT INTO THE WORLD AT ALL FOR THE PURPOSE OF BEING HID." YET HE WAS SENT INTO THE WORLD NOT ONLY TO BECOME KNOWN, BUT ALSO TO BE HID. FOR ALL THAT HE WAS, WAS NOT KNOWN EVEN TO THOSE TO WHOM HE WAS KNOWN, BUT A CERTAIN PART OF HIM REMAINED CONCEALED EVEN FROM THEM; AND TO SOME HE WAS NOT KNOWN AT ALL. AND HE OPENED THE GATES OF LIGHT TO THOSE WHO WERE THE SONS OF DARKNESS AND OF NIGHT, AND HAD DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO BECOMING THE SONS OF LIGHT AND OF THE DAY. FOR OUR SAVIOUR LORD, LIKE A GOOD PHYSICIAN, CAME RATHER TO US WHO WERE FULL OF SINS, THAN TO THOSE WHO WERE RIGHTEOUS. 
CHAP. LXVIII. 
BUT LET US OBSERVE HOW THIS JEW OF CELSUS ASSERTS THAT, "IF THIS AT LEAST WOULD HAVE HELPED TO MANIFEST HIS DIVINITY, HE OUGHT ACCORDINGLY TO HAVE AT ONCE DISAPPEARED FROM THE CROSS." NOW THIS SEEMS TO ME TO BE LIKE THE ARGUMENT OF THOSE WHO OPPOSE THE DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE, AND WHO ARRANGE THINGS DIFFERENTLY FROM WHAT THEY ARE, AND ALLEGE THAT THE WORLD WOULD BE BETTER IF IT WERE AS THEY ARRANGE IT. NOW, IN THOSE INSTANCES IN WHICH THEIR ARRANGEMENT IS A POSSIBLE ONE, THEY ARE PROVED TO MAKE THE WORLD, SO FAR AS DEPENDS UPON THEM, WORSE BY THEIR ARRANGEMENT THAN IT ACTUALLY IS; WHILE IN THOSE CASES IN WHICH THEY DO NOT PORTRAY THINGS WORSE THAN THEY REALLY ARE, THEY ARE SHOWN TO DESIRE IMPOSSIBILITIES; SO THAT IN EITHER CASE THEY ARE DESERVING OF RIDICULE. AND HERE, ACCORDINGLY, THAT THEM WAS NO IMPOSSIBILITY IN HIS COMING, AS A BEING OF DIVINER NATURE, IN ORDER TO DISAPPEAR WHEN HE CHOSE, IS CLEAR FROM THE VERY NATURE OF THE CASE; AND IS CERTAIN, MOREOVER, FROM WHAT IS RECORDED OF HIM, IN THE JUDGMENT OF THOSE WHO DO NOT ADOPT CERTAIN PORTIONS MERELY OF THE NARRATIVE THAT THEY MAY HAVE GROUND FOR ACCUSING CHRISTIANITY, AND WHO CONSIDER OTHER PORTIONS TO BE FICTION. FOR IT IS RELATED IN ST. LUKE'S GOSPEL, THAT JESUS AFTER HIS RESURRECTION TOOK BREAD, AND BLESSED IT, AND BREAKING IT, DISTRIBUTED IT TO SIMON AND CLEOPAS; AND WHEN THEY HAD RECEIVED THE BREAD, "THEIR EYES WERE OPENED, AND THEY KNEW HIM, AND HE VANISHED OUT OF THEIR SIGHT," 
CHAP. LXIX. 
BUT WE WISH TO SHOW THAT HIS INSTANTANEOUS BODILY DISAPPEARANCE FROM THE CROSS WAS NOT BETTER FITTED TO SERVE THE PURPOSES OF THE WHOLE ECONOMY OF SALVATION (THAN HIS REMAINING UPON IT WAS). FOR THE MERE LETTER AND NARRATIVE OF THE EVENTS WHICH HAPPENED TO JESUS DO NOT PRESENT THE WHOLE VIEW OF THE TRUTH. FOR EACH ONE OF THEM CAN BE SHOWN, TO THOSE WHO HAVE AN INTELLIGENT APPREHENSION OF SCRIPTURE, TO BE A SYMBOL OF SOMETHING ELSE. ACCORDINGLY, AS HIS CRUCIFIXION CONTAINS A TRUTH, REPRESENTED IN THE WORDS, "I AM CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST," AND INTIMATED ALSO IN THESE, "GOD FORBID THAT I SHOULD GLORY, SAVE IN THE CROSS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOM THE WORLD IS CRUCIFIED TO ME, AND I UNTO THE WORLD; " AND AS HIS DEATH WAS NECESSARY, BECAUSE OF THE STATEMENT, "FOR IN THAT HE DIED, HE DIED UNTO SIN ONCE," AND THIS, "BEING MADE CONFORMABLE TO HIS DEATH,' AND THIS, "FOR IF WE BE DEAD WITH HIM, WE SHALL ALSO LIVE WITH HIM:" SO ALSO HIS BURIAL HAS AN APPLICATION TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN MADE CONFORMABLE TO HIS DEATH, WHO HAVE BEEN BOTH CRUCIFIED WITH HIM, AND HAVE DIED WITH HIM; AS IS DECLARED BY PAUL, "FOR WE WERE BURIED WITH HIM BY BAPTISM, AND HAVE ALSO RISEN WITH HIM." THESE MATTERS, HOWEVER, WHICH RELATE TO HIS BURIAL, AND HIS SEPULCHER, AND HIM WHO BURIED HIM, WE SHALL EXPOUND AT GREATER LENGTH ON A MORE SUITABLE OCCASION, WHEN IT WILL BE OUR PROFESSED PURPOSE TO TREAT OF SUCH THINGS. BUT, FOR THE PRESENT, IT IS SUFFICIENT TO NOTICE THE CLEAN LINEN IN WHICH THE PURE BODY OF JESUS WAS TO BE ENWRAPPED, AND THE NEW TOMB WHICH JOSEPH HAD HEWN OUT OF THE ROCK, WHERE "NO ONE WAS YET LYING," OR, AS JOHN EXPRESSES IT, "WHEREIN WAS NEVER MAN YET LAID." AND OBSERVE WHETHER THE HARMONY OF THE THREE EVANGELISTS HERE IS NOT FITTED TO MAKE AN IMPRESSION: FOR THEY HAVE THOUGHT IT RIGHT TO DESCRIBE THE TOMB AS ONE THAT WAS "QUARRIED OR HEWN OUT OF THE ROCK;" SO THAT BE WHO EXAMINES THE WORDS OF THE NARRATIVE MAY SEE SOMETHING WORTHY OF CONSIDERATION, BOTH IN THEM AND IN THE NEWNESS OF THE TOMB,--A POINT MENTIONED BY MATTHEW AND JOHN-- AND IN THE STATEMENT OF LUKE AND JOHN, THAT NO ONE HAD EVER BEEN INTERRED THEREIN BEFORE. FOR IT BECAME HIM, WHO WAS UNLIKE OTHER DEAD MEN (BUT WHO EVEN IN DEATH MANIFESTED SIGNS OF LIFE IN THE WATER AND THE BLOOD), AND WHO WAS, SO TO SPEAK, A NEW DEAD MAN, TO BE LAID IN A NEW AND CLEAN TOMB, IN ORDER THAT, AS HIS BIRTH WAS PURER THAN ANY OTHER (IN CONSEQUENCE OF HIS BEING BORN, NOT IN THE WAY OF ORDINARY GENERATION, BUT OF A VIRGIN), HIS BURIAL ALSO MIGHT HAVE THE PURITY SYMBOLICALLY INDICATED IN HIS BODY BEING DEPOSITED IN A SEPULCHRE WHICH WAS NEW, NOT BUILT OF STONES GATHERED FROM VARIOUS QUARTERS, AND HAVING NO NATURAL UNITY, BUT QUARRIED AND HEWED OUT OF ONE ROCK, UNITED TOGETHER IN ALL ITS PARTS. REGARDING THE EXPLANATION, HOWEVER, OF THESE POINTS, AND THE METHOD OF ASCENDING FROM THE NARRATIVES THEMSELVES TO THE THINGS WHICH THEY SYMBOLIZED, ONE MIGHT TREAT MORE PROFOUNDLY, AND IN A MANNER MORE ADAPTED TO THEIR DIVINE CHARACTER, ON A MORE SUITABLE OCCASION, IN A WORK EXPRESSLY DEVOTED TO SUCH SUBJECTS. THE LITERAL NARRATIVE, HOWEVER, ONE MIGHT THUS EXPLAIN, VIZ., THAT IT WAS APPROPRIATE FOR HIM WHO HAD RESOLVED TO ENDURE SUSPENSION UPON THE CROSS, TO MAINTAIN ALL THE ACCOMPANIMENTS OF THE CHARACTER HE HAD ASSUMED, IN ORDER THAT HE WHO AS A MAN HAD BEEN PUT TO DEATH, AND WHO AS A MAN HAD DIED, MIGHT ALSO AS A MAN BE BURIED. BUT EVEN IF IT HAD BEEN RELATED IN THE GOSPELS, ACCORDING TO THE VIEW OF CELSUS, THAT JESUS HAD IMMEDIATELY DISAPPEARED FROM THE CROSS, HE AND OTHER UNBELIEVERS WOULD HAVE FOUND FAULT WITH THE NARRATIVE, AND WOULD HAVE BROUGHT AGAINST IT SOME SUCH OBJECTION AS THIS: "WHY, PRAY, DID HE DISAPPEAR AFTER HE HAD BEEN PUT UPON THE CROSS, AND NOT DISAPPEAR BEFORE HE SUFFERED?" IF, THEN, AFTER LEARNING FROM THE GOSPELS THAT HE DID NOT AT ONCE DISAPPEAR FROM THE CROSS, THEY IMAGINE THAT THEY CAN FIND FAULT WITH THE NARRATIVE, BECAUSE IT DID NOT INVENT, AS THEY CONSIDER IT OUGHT TO HAVE DONE, ANY SUCH INSTANTANEOUS DISAPPEARANCE, BUT GAVE A TRUE ACCOUNT OF THE MATTER, IS IT NOT REASONABLE THAT THEY SHOULD ACCORD THEIR FAITH ALSO TO HIS RESURRECTION, AND SHOULD BELIEVE THAT HE, ACCORDING TO HIS PLEASURE, ON ONE OCCASION, WHEN THE DOORS WERE SHUT, STOOD IN THE MIDST OF HIS DISCIPLES, AND ON ANOTHER, AFTER DISTRIBUTING BREAD TO TWO OF HIS ACQUAINTANCES, IMMEDIATELY DISAPPEARED FROM VIEW, AFTER HE HAD SPOKEN TO THEM CERTAIN WORDS? 
CHAP. LXX. 
BUT HOW IS IT THAT THIS JEW OF CELSUS COULD SAY THAT JESUS CONCEALED HIMSELF? FOR HIS WORDS REGARDING HIM ARE THESE: "AND WHO THAT IS SENT AS A MESSENGER EVER CONCEALS HIMSELF WHEN HE OUGHT TO MAKE KNOWN HIS MESSAGE?" NOW, HE DID NOT CONCEAL HIMSELF, WHO SAID TO THOSE WHO SOUGHT TO APPREHEND HIM, "I WAS DAILY TEACHING OPENLY IN THE TEMPLE, AND YE LAID NO HOLD UPON ME." BAT HAVING ONCE ALREADY ANSWERED THIS CHARGE OF CELSUS, NOW AGAIN REPEATED, WE SHALL CONTENT OURSELVES WITH WHAT WE HAVE FORMERLY SAID. WE HAVE ANSWERED, ALSO, IN THE PRECEDING PAGES, THIS OBJECTION, THAT "WHILE HE WAS IN THE BODY, AND NO ONE BELIEVED UPON HIM, HE PREACHED TO AIL WITHOUT INTERMISSION; BUT WHEN HE MIGHT HAVE PRODUCED A POWERFUL BELIEF IN HIMSELF AFTER RISING FROM THE DEAD, HE SHOWED HIMSELF SECRETLY ONLY TO ONE WOMAN, AND TO HIS OWN BOON COMPANIONS." NOW IT IS NOT TRUE THAT HE SHOWED HIMSELF ONLY TO ONE WOMAN; FOR IT IS STATED IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, THAT "IN THE END OF THE SABBATH, AS IT BEGAN TO DAWN TOWARDS THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, CAME MARY MAGDALENE, AND THE OTHER MARY, TO SEE THE SEPULCHER. AND, BEHOLD, THERE HAD BEEN A GREAT EARTHQUAKE: FOR THE ANGEL OF THE LORD HAD DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN, AND COME AND ROLLED BACK THE STONE." AND, SHORTLY AFTER, MATTHEW ADDS: "AND, BEHOLD, JESUS MET THEM" - CLEARLY MEANING THE AFORE-MENTIONED MARY’S -"SAYING, ALL HAIL. AND THEY CAME AND HELD HIM BY THE FEET, AND WORSHIPPED HIM." AND WE ANSWERED, TOO, THE CHARGE, THAT "WHILE UNDERGOING HIS PUNISHMENT HE WAS SEEN BY ALL, BUT AFTER HIS RESURRECTION ONLY BY ONE," WHEN WE OFFERED OUR DEFENSE OF THE FACT THAT "HE WAS NOT SEEN BY ALL." AND NOW WE MIGHT SAY THAT HIS MERELY HUMAN ATTRIBUTES WERE VISIBLE TO ALL MEN BUT THOSE WHICH WERE DIVINE IN THEIR NATURE -- I SPEAK OF THE ATTRIBUTES NOT AS RELATED, BUT AS DISTINCT-- WERE NOT CAPABLE OF BEING RECEIVED BY ALL BUT OBSERVE HERE THE MANIFEST CONTRADICTION INTO WHICH CELSUS FALLS. FOR HAVING SAID, A LITTLE BEFORE, THAT JESUS HAD APPEARED SECRETLY TO ONE WOMAN AND HIS OWN BOON COMPANIONS, HE IMMEDIATELY SUBJOINS: "WHILE UNDERGOING HIS PUNISHMENT HE WAS SEEN BY ALL MEN, BUT AFTER HIS RESURRECTION BY ONE, WHEREAS THE OPPOSITE OUGHT TO HAVE HAPPENED." AND LET US HEAR WHAT HE MEANS BY "OUGHT TO HAVE HAPPENED." THE BEING SEEN BY ALL MEN WHILE UNDERGOING HIS PUNISHMENT, BUT AFTER HIS RESURRECTION ONLY BY ONE INDIVIDUAL, ARE OPPOSITES. NOW, SO FAR AS HIS LANGUAGE CONVEYS A MEANING, HE WOULD HAVE THAT TO TAKE PLACE WHICH IS BOTH IMPOSSIBLE AND ABSURD, VIZ., THAT WHILE UNDERGOING HIS PUNISHMENT HE SHOULD BE SEEN ONLY BY ONE INDIVIDUAL, BUT AFTER HIS RESURRECTION BY ALL MEN! OR ELSE HOW WILL YOU EXPLAIN HIS WORDS, "THE OPPOSITE OUGHT TO HAVE HAPPENED?" 
CHAP. LXXI. 
JESUS TAUGHT US WHO IT WAS THAT SENT HIM, IN THE WORDS, "NONE KNOWETH THE FATHER BUT THE SON;'' AND IN THESE, "NO MAN HATH SEEN GOD AT ANY TIME; THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, WHO IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, HE HATH DECLARED HIM." HE, TREATING OF DEITY, STATED TO HIS TRUE DISCIPLES THE DOCTRINE REGARDING GOD; AND WE, DISCOVERING TRACES OF SUCH TEACHING IN THE SCRIPTURE NARRATIVES, TAKE OCCASION FROM SUCH TO AID OUR THEOLOGICAL CONCEPTIONS, HEARING IT DECLARED IN ONE PASSAGE, THAT "GOD IS LIGHT, AND IN HIM THERE IS NO DARKNESS AT ALL;" AND IN ANOTHER, "GOD IS A SPIRIT, AND THEY THAT WORSHIP HIM MUST WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH." BUT THE PURPOSES FOR WHICH THE FATHER SENT HIM ARE INNUMERABLE; AND THESE ANY ONE MAY ASCERTAIN WHO CHOOSES, PARTLY FROM THE PROPHETS WHO PROPHESIED OF HIM, AND PARTLY FROM THE NARRATIVES OF THE EVANGELISTS. AND NOT A FEW THINGS ALSO WILL HE LEARN FROM THE APOSTLES, AND ESPECIALLY FROM PAUL. MOREOVER, THOSE WHO ARE PIOUS HE LEADETH TO THE LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO SIN HE WILL PUNISH, -- A CIRCUMSTANCE WHICH CELSUS NOT OBSERVING, HAS REPRESENTED HIM "AS ONE WHO WILL LEAD THE PIOUS TO THE LIGHT, AND WHO WILL HAVE MERCY ON OTHERS, WHETHER THEY SIN OR REPENT." 
CHAP. LXXII. 
AFTER THE ABOVE STATEMENTS, HE CONTINUES: "IF HE WISHED TO REMAIN HID, WHY WAS THERE HEARD A VOICE FROM HEAVEN PROCLAIMING HIM TO BE THE SON OF GOD? AND IF HE DID NOT SEEK TO REMAIN CONCEALED, WHY WAS HE PUNISHED? OR WHY DID HE DIE?" NOW, BY SUCH QUESTIONS HE THINKS TO CONVICT THE HISTORIES OF DISCREPANCY, NOT OBSERVING THAT JESUS NEITHER DESIRED ALL THINGS REGARDING HIMSELF TO BE KNOWN TO ALL WHOM HE HAPPENED TO MEET, NOR YET ALL THINGS TO BE UNKNOWN. ACCORDINGLY, THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN WHICH PROCLAIMED HIM TO BE THE SON OF GOD, IN THE WORDS, "THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED," IS NOT STATED TO HAVE BEEN AUDIBLE TO THE MULTITUDES, AS THIS JEW OF CELSUS SUPPOSED. THE VOICE FROM THE CLOUD ON THE HIGH MOUNTAIN, MOREOVER, WAS HEARD ONLY BY THOSE WHO HAD GONE UP WITH HIM. FOR THE DIVINE VOICE IS OF SUCH A NATURE, AS TO BE HEARD ONLY BY THOSE WHOM THE SPEAKER WISHES TO HEAR IT. AND I MAINTAIN, THAT THE VOICE OF GOD WHICH IS REFERRED TO, IS NEITHER AIR WHICH HAS BEEN STRUCK, NOR ANY CONCUSSION OF THE AIR, NOR ANYTHING ELSE WHICH IS MENTIONED IN TREATISES ON THE VOICE; AND THEREFORE, IT IS HEARD BY A BETTER AND MORE DIVINE ORGAN OF HEARING THAN THAT OF SENSE. AND WHEN THE SPEAKER WILL NOT HAVE HIS VOICE TO BE HEARD BY ALL; HE THAT HAS THE FINER EAR HEARS THE VOICE OF GOD, WHILE HE WHO HAS THE EARS OF HIS SOUL DEADENED DOES NOT PERCEIVE THAT IT IS GOD WHO SPEAKS. THESE THINGS I HAVE MENTIONED BECAUSE OF HIS ASKING, "WHY WAS THERE HEARD A VOICE FROM HEAVEN PROCLAIMING HIM TO BE THE SON OF GOD?" WHILE WITH RESPECT TO THE QUERY, "WHY WAS HE PUNISHED, IF HE WISHED TO REMAIN HID?" WHAT HAS BEEN STATED AT GREATER LENGTH IN THE PRECEDING PAGES ON THE SUBJECT OF HIS SUFFERING MAY SUFFICE. 
CHAP. LXXIII. 
THE JEW PROCEEDS, AFTER THIS, TO STATE AS A CONSEQUENCE WHAT DOES NOT FOLLOW FROM THE PREMISES; FOR IT DOES NOT FOLLOW FROM "HIS HAVING WISHED, BY THE PUNISHMENTS WHICH HE UNDERWENT, TO TEACH US ALSO TO DESPISE DEATH," THAT AFTER HIS RESURRECTION HE SHOULD OPENLY SUMMON ALL MEN TO THE LIGHT, AND INSTRUCT THEM IN THE OBJECT OF HIS COMING. FOR HE HAD FORMERLY SUMMONED ALL MEN TO THE LIGHT IN THE WORDS, "COME UNTO ME, ALL YE THAT LABOUR AND ARE HEAVY LADEN, AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST." AND THE OBJECT OF HIS COMING HAD BEEN EXPLAINED AT GREAT LENGTH IN HIS DISCOURSES ON THE BEATITUDES, AND IN THE ANNOUNCEMENTS, WHICH FOLLOWED THEM, AND IN THE PARABLES, AND IN HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES. AND THE INSTRUCTION AFFORDED US BY THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, SHOWS THAT THE ELOQUENCE OF JESUS CONSISTED NOT IN WORDS, BUT IN DEEDS; WHILE IT IS MANIFEST FROM THE GOSPEL NARRATIVES THAT HIS SPEECH WAS "WITH POWER," ON WHICH ACCOUNT ALSO THEY MARVELED AT HIM. 
CHAP. LXXIV. 
IN ADDITION TO ALL THIS, THE JEW FURTHER SAYS: "ALL THESE STATEMENTS ARE TAKEN FROM YOUR OWN BOOKS, IN ADDITION TO WHICH WE NEED NO OTHER WITNESS; FOR YE FAIL UPON YOUR OWN SWORDS." NOW WE HAVE PROVED THAT MANY FOOLISH ASSERTIONS, OPPOSED TO THE NARRATIVES OF OUR GOSPELS, OCCUR IN THE STATEMENTS OF THE JEW, EITHER WITH RESPECT TO JESUS OR OURSELVES. AND I DO NOT THINK THAT HE HAS, SHOWN THAT "WE FALL UPON OUR OWN SWORDS;" BUT HE ONLY SO IMAGINES. AND WHEN THE JEW ADDS, IN A GENERAL WAY, THIS TO HIS FORMER REMARKS: "O MOST HIGH AND HEAVENLY ONE! WHAT GOD, ON APPEARING TO MEN, IS RECEIVED WITH INCREDULITY?" WE MUST SAY TO HIM, THAT ACCORDING TO THE ACCOUNTS IN THE LAW OF MOSES, GOD IS RELATED TO HAVE VISITED THE HEBREWS IN A MOST PUBLIC MANNER, NOT ONLY IN THE SIGNS AND WONDERS PERFORMED IN EGYPT, AND ALSO IN THE PASSAGE OF THE RED SEA, AND IN THE PILLAR OF FIRE AND CLOUD OF LIGHT, BUT ALSO WHEN THE DECALOGUE WAS ANNOUNCED TO THE WHOLE PEOPLE, AND YET WAS RECEIVED WITH INCREDULITY BY THOSE WHO SAW THESE THINGS: FOR HAD THEY BELIEVED WHAT THEY SAW AND HEARD, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE FASHIONED THE CALF, NOR CHANGED THEIR OWN GLORY INTO THE LIKENESS OF A GRASS-EATING CALF; NOR WOULD THEY HAVE SAID TO ONE ANOTHER WITH REFERENCE TO THE CALF, "THESE BE THY GODS, O ISRAEL, WHO BROUGHT THEE UP OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT." AND OBSERVE WHETHER IT IS NOT ENTIRELY IN KEEPING WITH THE CHARACTER OF THE SAME PEOPLE, WHO FORMERLY REFUSED TO BELIEVE SUCH WONDERS AND SUCH APPEARANCES OF DIVINITY, THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE PERIOD OF WANDERING IN THE WILDERNESS, AS THEY ARE RECORDED IN THE LAW OF THE JEWS TO HAVE DONE, TO REFUSE TO BE CONVINCED ALSO, ON OCCASION OF THE GLORIOUS ADVENT OF JESUS, BY THE MIGHTY WORDS WHICH WERE SPOKEN BY HIM WITH AUTHORITY, AND THE MARVELS WHICH HE PERFORMED IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL THE PEOPLE. 
CHAP. LXXV. 
I THINK WHAT HAS BEEN STATED IS ENOUGH TO CONVINCE ANY ONE THAT THE UNBELIEF OF THE JEWS WITH REGARD TO JESUS WAS IN KEEPING WITH WHAT IS RELATED OF THIS PEOPLE FROM THE BEGINNING. FOR I WOULD SAY IN REPLY TO THIS JEW OF CELSUS, WHEN HE ASKS, "WHAT GOD THAT APPEARED AMONG MEN IS RECEIVED WITH INCREDULITY, AND THAT, TOO, WHEN APPEARING TO THOSE WHO EXPECT HIM? OR WHY, PRAY, IS HE NOT RECOGNIZED BY THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN LONG LOOKING FOR HIM?" WHAT ANSWER FRIENDS, WOULD YOU HAVE US RETURN TO YOUR QUESTIONS? WHICH CLASS OF MIRACLES, IN YOUR JUDGMENT, DO YOU REGARD AS THE GREATER? THOSE WHICH WERE WROUGHT IN EGYPT AND THE WILDERNESS, OR THOSE WHICH WE DECLARE THAT JESUS PERFORMED AMONG YOU? FOR IF THE FORMER ARE IN YOUR OPINION GREATER THAN THE LATTER, DOES IT NOT APPEAR FROM THIS VERY FACT TO BE IN CONFORMITY WITH THE CHARACTER OF THOSE WHO DISBELIEVED THE GREATER TO DESPISE THE LESS? AND THIS IS THE OPINION ENTERTAINED WITH RESPECT TO OUR ACCOUNTS OF THE MIRACLES OF JESUS. BUT IF THOSE RELATED OF JESUS ARE CONSIDERED TO BE AS GREAT AS THOSE RECORDED OF MOSES, WHAT STRANGE THING HAS COME TO PASS AMONG A NATION WHICH HAS MANIFESTED INCREDULITY WITH REGARD TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF BOTH DISPENSATIONS? FOR THE BEGINNING OF THE LEGISLATION WAS IN THE TIME OF MOSES, IN WHOSE WORK ARE RECORDED THE SINS OF THE UNBELIEVERS AND WICKED AMONG YOU, WHILE THE COMMENCEMENT OF OUR LEGISLATION AND SECOND COVENANT IS ADMITTED TO HAVE BEEN IN THE TIME OF JESUS. AND BY YOUR UNBELIEF OF JESUS YE SHOW THAT YE ARE THE SONS OF THOSE WHO IN THE DESERT DISCREDITED THE DIVINE APPEARANCES; AND THUS, WHAT WAS SPOKEN BY OUR SAVIOUR WILL BE APPLICABLE ALSO TO YOU WHO BELIEVED NOT ON HIM: "THEREFORE YE BEAR WITNESS THAT YE ALLOW THE DEEDS OF YOUR FATHERS." AND THERE IS FULFILLED AMONG YOU ALSO THE PROPHECY WHICH SAID: "YOUR LIFE SHALL HANG IN DOUBT BEFORE YOUR EYES, AND YOU WILL HAVE NO ASSURANCE OF YOUR LIFE." FOR YE DID NOT BELIEVE IN THE LIFE WHICH CAME TO VISIT THE HUMAN RACE. 
CHAP. LXXVI. 
CELSUS, IN ADOPTING THE CHARACTER OF A JEW, COULD NOT DISCOVER ANY OBJECTIONS TO BE URGED AGAINST THE GOSPEL WHICH MIGHT NOT BE RETORTED ON HIM AS LIABLE TO BE BROUGHT ALSO AGAINST THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. FOR HE CENSURES JESUS IN SUCH WORDS AS THE FOLLOWING: "HE MAKES USE OF THREATS, AND REVILES MEN ON LIGHT GROUNDS, WHEN HE SAYS, 'WOE UNTO YOU,' AND 'I TELL YOU BEFOREHAND.' FOR BY SUCH EXPRESSIONS HE MANIFESTLY ACKNOWLEDGES HIS INABILITY TO PERSUADE; AND THIS WOULD NOT BE THE CASE WITH A GOD, OR EVEN A PRUDENT MAN." OBSERVE, NOW, WHETHER THESE CHARGES DO NOT MANIFESTLY RECOIL UPON THE JEW. FOR IN THE WRITINGS OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS GOD MAKES USE OF THREATS AND REVILING’S, WHEN HE EMPLOYS LANGUAGE OF NOT LESS SEVERITY THAN THAT FOUND IN THE GOSPEL, SUCH AS THE FOLLOWING EXPRESSIONS OF ISAIAH: "WOE UNTO THEM THAT JOIN HOUSE TO HOUSE, AND LAY FIELD TO FIELD;" AND, "WOE UNTO THEM THAT RISE UP EARLY IN THE MORNING THAT THEY MAY FOLLOW STRONG DRINK;" AND, "WOE UNTO THEM THAT DRAW THEIR SINS AFTER THEM AS WITH A LONG ROPE;" AND, "WOE UNTO THEM THAT CALL EVIL GOOD, AND GOOD EVIL;" AND, "WOE UNTO THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE MIGHTY TO DRINK WINE;" AND INNUMERABLE OTHER PASSAGES OF THE SAME KIND. AND DOES NOT THE FOLLOWING RESEMBLE THE THREATS OF WHICH HE SPEAKS: "AH SINFUL NATION, A PEOPLE LADEN WITH INIQUITY, A SEED OF EVILDOERS, CHILDREN THAT ARE CORRUPTERS?" AND SO ON, TO WHICH HE SUBJOINS SUCH THREATS AS ARE EQUAL IN SEVERITY TO THOSE WHICH, HE SAYS, JESUS MADE USE OF. FOR IS IT NOT A THREATENING, AND A GREAT ONE, WHICH DECLARES, "YOUR COUNTRY IS DESOLATE, YOUR CITIES ARE BURNED WITH FIRE: YOUR LAND, STRANGERS DEVOUR IT IN YOUR PRESENCE, AND IT IS DESOLATE, AS OVERTHROWN BY STRANGERS?" AND ARE THERE NOT REVILINGS IN EZEKIEL DIRECTED AGAINST THE PEOPLE, WHEN THE LORD SAYS TO THE PROPHET, "THOU DWELLEST IN THE MIDST OF SCORPIONS?'' WERE YOU SERIOUS, THEN, CELSUS, IN REPRESENTING THE JEW AS SAYING OF JESUS, THAT "HE MAKES USE OF THREATS AND REVILING’S ON SLIGHT GROUNDS, WHEN HE EMPLOYS THE EXPRESSIONS, 'WOE UNTO YOU,' AND 'I TELL YOU BEFOREHAND?'" DO YOU NOT SEE THAT THE CHARGES WHICH THIS JEW OF YOURS BRINGS AGAINST JESUS MIGHT BE BROUGHT BY HIM AGAINST GOD? FOR THE GOD WHO SPEAKS IN THE PROPHETIC WRITINGS IS MANIFESTLY LIABLE TO THE SAME ACCUSATIONS, AS CELSUS REGARDS THEM, OF INABILITY TO PERSUADE. I MIGHT, MOREOVER, SAY TO THIS JEW, WHO THINKS THAT HE MAKES A GOOD CHARGE AGAINST JESUS BY SUCH STATEMENTS, THAT IF HE UNDERTAKES, IN SUPPORT OF THE SCRIPTURAL ACCOUNT, TO DEFEND THE NUMEROUS CURSES RECORDED IN THE BOOKS OF LEVITICUS AND DEUTERONOMY, WE SHOULD MAKE AS GOOD, OR BETTER, A DEFENSE OF THE REVILING’S AND THREATENING’S WHICH ARE REGARDED AS HAVING BEEN SPOKEN BY JESUS. AND AS RESPECTS THE LAW OF MOSES ITSELF, WE ARE IN A POSITION TO MAKE A BETTER DEFENSE OF IT THAN THE JEW IS, BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN TAUGHT BY JESUS TO HAVE A MORE INTELLIGENT APPREHENSION OF THE WRITINGS OF THE LAW. NAY, IF THE JEW PERCEIVE THE MEANING OF THE PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES, HE WILL BE ABLE TO SHOW THAT IT IS FOR NO LIGHT REASON THAT GOD EMPLOYS THREATENING AND REVILING’S, WHEN HE SAYS, "WOE UNTO YOU," AND "I TELL YOU BEFOREHAND." AND HOW SHOULD GOD EMPLOY SUCH EXPRESSIONS FOR THE CONVERSION OF MEN, WHICH CELSUS THINKS THAT EVEN A PRUDENT MAN WOULD NOT HAVE RECOURSE TO? BUT CHRISTIANS, WHO KNOW ONLY ONE GOD--THE SAME WHO SPOKE IN THE PROPHETS AND IN THE LORD (JESUS)--CAN PROVE THE REASONABLENESS OF THOSE THREATENING AND REVILING’S, AS CELSUS CONSIDERS AND ENTITLES THEM. AND HERE A FEW REMARKS SHALL BE ADDRESSED TO THIS CELSUS, WHO PROFESSES BOTH TO BE A PHILOSOPHER, AND TO BE ACQUAINTED WITH ALL OUR SYSTEM. HOW IS IT, FRIEND, WHEN HERMES, IN HOMER, SAYS TO ODYSSEUS, "WHY, NOW, WRETCHED MAN, DO YOU COME WANDERING ALONE OVER THE MOUNTAIN-TOPS?" THAT YOU ARE SATISFIED WITH THE ANSWER, WHICH EXPLAINS THAT THE HOMERIC HERMES ADDRESSES SUCH LANGUAGE TO ODYSSEUS TO REMIND HIM OF HIS DUTY, BECAUSE IT IS CHARACTERISTIC OF THE SIRENS TO FLATTER AND TO SAY PLEASING THINGS, AROUND WHOM "IS A HUGE HEAP OF BONES," AND WHO SAY, "COME HITHER, MUCH LANDED ODYSSEUS, GREAT GLORY OF THE GREEKS;" WHEREAS, IF OUR PROPHETS AND JESUS HIMSELF, IN ORDER TO TURN THEIR HEARERS FROM EVIL, MAKE USE OF SUCH EXPRESSIONS AS "WOE UNTO YOU," AND WHAT YOU REGARD AS REVILING’S, THERE IS NO CONDESCENSION IN SUCH LANGUAGE TO THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE HEARERS, NOR ANY APPLICATION OF SUCH WORDS TO THEM AS HEALING MEDICINE? UNLESS, INDEED, YOU WOULD HAVE GOD, OR ONE WHO PARTAKES OF THE DIVINE NATURE, WHEN CONVERSING WITH MEN, TO HAVE REGARD TO HIS OWN NATURE ALONE, AND TO WHAT IS WORTHY OF HIMSELF, BUT TO HAVE NO REGARD TO WHAT IS FITTING TO BE BROUGHT BEFORE MEN WHO ARE UNDER THE DISPENSATION AND LEADING OF HIS WORD, AND WITH EACH ONE OF WHOM HE IS TO CONVERSE AGREEABLY TO HIS INDIVIDUAL CHARACTER. AND IS IT NOT A RIDICULOUS ASSERTION REGARDING JESUS, TO SAY THAT HE WAS UNABLE TO PERSUADE MEN, WHEN YOU COMPARE THE STATE OF MATTERS NOT ONLY AMONG THE JEWS, WHO HAVE MANY SUCH INSTANCES RECORDED IN THE PROPHECIES, BUT ALSO AMONG THE GREEKS, AMONG WHOM ALL OF THOSE WHO HAVE AT-RAINED GREAT REPUTATION FOR THEIR WISDOM HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO PERSUADE THOSE WHO CONSPIRED AGAINST THEM, OR TO INDUCE THEIR JUDGES OR ACCUSERS TO CEASE FROM EVIL, AND TO ENDEAVOR TO ATTAIN TO VIRTUE BY THE WAY OF PHILOSOPHY? 
CHAP. LXXVII. 
AFTER THIS THE JEW REMARKS, MANIFESTLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE JEWISH BELIEF: "WE CERTAINLY HOPE THAT THERE WILL BE A BODILY RESURRECTION, AND THAT WE SHALL ENJOY AN ETERNAL LIFE; AND THE EXAMPLE AND ARCHETYPE OF THIS WILL BE HE WHO IS SENT TO US, AND WHO WILL SHOW THAT NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD." WE DO NOT KNOW, INDEED, WHETHER THE JEW WOULD SAY OF THE EXPECTED I CHRIST, THAT HE EXHIBITS IN HIMSELF AN EXAMPLE OF THE RESURRECTION; BUT LET IT BE SUPPOSED THAT HE BOTH THINKS AND SAYS SO. WE SHALL GIVE THIS ANSWER, THEN, TO HIM WHO HAS TOLD US THAT HE DREW HIS INFORMATION FROM OUR OWN WRITINGS: "DID YOU READ THOSE WRITINGS, FRIEND, IN WHICH YOU THINK YOU DISCOVER MATTER OF ACCUSATION AGAINST US, AND NOT FIND THERE THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS, AND THE DECLARATION THAT HE WAS THE FIRST-BORN FROM THE DEAD? OR BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ALLOW SUCH THINGS TO HAVE BEEN RECORDED, WERE THEY NOT ACTUALLY RECORDED?" BUT AS THE JEW STILL ADMITS THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY, I DO NOT CONSIDER THE PRESENT A SUITABLE TIME TO DISCUSS THE SUBJECT WITH ONE WHO BOTH BELIEVES AND SAYS THAT THERE IS A BODILY RESURRECTION, WHETHER HE HAS AN ARTICULATE UNDERSTANDING OF SUCH A TOPIC, AND IS ABLE TO PLEAD WELL ON ITS BEHALF, OR NOT, BUT HAS ONLY GIVEN HIS ASSENT TO IT AS BEING OF A LEGENDARY CHARACTER. LET THE ABOVE, THEN, BE OUR REPLY TO THIS JEW OF CELSUS. AND WHEN HE ADDS, "WHERE, THEN, IS HE, THAT WE MAY SEE HIM AND BELIEVE UPON HIM?" WE ANSWER: WHERE IS HE NOW WHO SPOKE IN THE PROPHECIES, AND WHO WROUGHT MIRACLES, THAT WE MAY SEE AND BELIEVE THAT HE IS PART OF GOD? ARE YOU TO BE ALLOWED TO MEET THE OBJECTION, THAT GOD DOES NOT PERPETUALLY SHOW HIMSELF TO THE HEBREW NATION, WHILE WE ARE NOT TO BE PERMITTED THE SAME DEFENSE WITH REGARD TO JESUS, WHO HAS BOTH ONCE RISEN HIMSELF, AND LED HIS DISCIPLES TO BELIEVE IN HIS RESURRECTION, AND SO THOROUGHLY PERSUADED THEM OF ITS TRUTH, THAT THEY SHOW TO ALL MEN BY THEIR SUFFERINGS HOW THEY ARE ABLE TO LAUGH AT ALL THE TROUBLES OF LIFE, BEHOLDING THE LIFE ETERNAL AND THE RESURRECTION CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED TO THEM BOTH IN WORD AND DEED? 
CHAP. LXXVIII. 
THE JEW CONTINUES: "DID JESUS COME INTO THE WORLD FOR THIS PURPOSE, THAT WE SHOULD NOT BELIEVE HIM?" TO WHICH WE IMMEDIATELY ANSWER, THAT HE DID NOT COME WITH THE OBJECT OF PRODUCING INCREDULITY AMONG THE JEWS; BUT KNOWING BEFOREHAND THAT SUCH WOULD BE THE RESULT, HE FORETOLD IT, AND MADE USE OF THEIR UNBELIEF FOR THE CALLING OF THE GENTILES. FOR THROUGH THEIR SIN SALVATION CAME TO THE GENTILES, RESPECTING WHOM THE CHRIST WHO SPEAKS IN THE PROPHECIES SAYS, "A PEOPLE WHOM I DID NOT KNOW BECAME SUBJECT TO ME: THEY WERE OBEDIENT TO THE HEARING OF MY EAR;" AND, "I WAS FOUND OF THEM WHO SOUGHT ME NOT; I BECAME MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO INQUIRED NOT AFTER ME." IT IS CERTAIN, MOREOVER, THAT THE JEWS WERE PUNISHED EVEN IN THIS PRESENT LIFE, AFTER TREATING JESUS IN THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY DID. AND LET THE JEWS ASSERT WHAT THEY WILL WHEN WE CHARGE THEM WITH GUILT, AND SAY, "IS NOT THE PROVIDENCE AND GOODNESS OF GOD MOST WONDERFULLY DISPLAYED IN YOUR PUNISHMENT, AND IN YOUR BEING DEPRIVED OF JERUSALEM, AND OF THE SANCTUARY, AND OF YOUR SPLENDID WORSHIP?" FOR WHATEVER THEY MAY SAY IN REPLY WITH RESPECT TO THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD, WE SHALL BE ABLE MORE EFFECTUALLY TO ANSWER IT BY REMARKING, THAT THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD WAS WONDERFULLY MANIFESTED IN USING THE TRANSGRESSION OF THAT PEOPLE FOR THE PURPOSE OF CALLING INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, THOSE FROM AMONG THE GENTILES WHO WERE STRANGERS TO THE COVENANT AND ALIENS TO THE PROMISES. AND THESE THINGS WERE FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS, WHO SAID THAT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF THE HEBREW NATION, GOD WOULD MAKE CHOICE, NOT OF A NATION, BUT OF INDIVIDUALS CHOSEN FROM ALL LANDS; AND, HAVING SELECTED THE FOOLISH THINGS OF THE WORLD, WOULD CAUSE AN IGNORANT NATION TO BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THE DIVINE TEACHING, THE KINGDOM OF GOD BEING TAKEN FROM THE ONE AND GIVEN TO THE OTHER. AND OUT OF A LARGER NUMBER IT IS SUFFICIENT ON THE PRESENT OCCASION TO ADDUCE THE PREDICTION FROM THE SONG IN DEUTERONOMY REGARDING THE CALLING OF THE GENTILES, WHICH IS AS FOLLOWS, BEING SPOKEN IN THE PERSON OF THE LORD. "THEY HAVE MOVED ME TO JEALOUSY WITH THOSE WHO ARE NOT GODS; THEY HAVE PROVOKED ME TO ANGER WITH THEIR IDOLS: AND I WILL MOVE THEM TO JEALOUSY WITH THOSE WHO ARE NOT A PEOPLE; I WILL PROVOKE THEM TO ANGER WITH A FOOLISH NATION." THE CONCLUSION OF ALL THESE ARGUMENTS REGARDING JESUS IS THUS STATED BY THE JEW: "HE WAS THEREFORE A MAN, AND OF SUCH A NATURE, AS THE TRUTH ITSELF PROVES, AND REASON DEMONSTRATES HIM TO BE." I DO NOT KNOW, HOWEVER, WHETHER A MAN WHO HAD THE COURAGE TO SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE WORLD HIS DOCTRINE OF RELIGIOUS WORSHIP AND TEACHING, COULD ACCOMPLISH WHAT HE WISHED WITHOUT THE DIVINE ASSISTANCE, AND COULD RISE SUPERIOR TO ALL WHO WITHSTOOD THE PROGRESS OF HIS DOCTRINE--KINGS AND RULERS, AND THE ROMAN SENATE, AND GOVERNORS IN ALL PLACES, AND THE COMMON PEOPLE. AND HOW COULD THE NATURE OF A MAN, POSSESSED OF NO INHERENT EXCELLENCE CON-YEN SO VAST A MULTITUDE? FOR IT WOULD NOT BE WONDERFUL IF IT WERE ONLY THE WISE WHO WERE SO CONVENED; BUT IT IS THE MOST IRRATIONAL OF MEN, AND THOSE DEVOTED TO THEIR PASSIONS, AND WHO, BY REASON OF THEIR IRRATIONALITY, CHANGE WITH THE GREATER DIFFICULTY SO AS TO ADOPT A MORE TEMPERATE COURSE OF LIFE. AND YET IT IS BECAUSE CHRIST WAS THE POWER OF GOD AND THE WISDOM OF THE FATHER THAT HE ACCOMPLISHED, AND STILL ACCOMPLISHES, SUCH RESULTS, ALTHOUGH NEITHER THE JEWS NOR GREEKS WHO DISBELIEVE HIS WORD WILL SO ADMIT. AND THEREFORE WE SHALL NOT CEASE TO BELIEVE IN GOD, ACCORDING TO THE PRECEPTS OF JESUS CHRIST, AND TO SEEK TO CONVERT THOSE WHO ARE BLIND ON THE SUBJECT OF RELIGION, ALTHOUGH IT IS THEY WHO ARE TRULY BLIND THEMSELVES THAT CHARGE US WITH BLINDNESS: AND THEY, WHETHER JEWS OR GREEKS, WHO LEAD ASTRAY THOSE THAT FOLLOW THEM, ACCUSE US OF SEDUCING MEN--A GOOD SEDUCTION, TRULY!--THAT THEY MAY BECOME TEMPERATE INSTEAD OF DISSOLUTE, OR AT LEAST MAY MAKE ADVANCES TO TEMPERANCE; MAY BECOME JUST INSTEAD OF UNJUST, OR AT LEAST MAY TEND TO BECOME SO; PRUDENT INSTEAD OF FOOLISH, OR BE ON THE WAY TO BECOME SUCH; AND INSTEAD OF COWARDICE, MEANNESS, AND TIMIDITY, MAY EXHIBIT THE VIRTUES OF FORTITUDE AND COURAGE, ESPECIALLY DISPLAYED IN THE STRUGGLES UNDERGONE FOR THE SAKE OF THEIR RELIGION TOWARDS GOD, THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS. JESUS CHRIST THEREFORE CAME ANNOUNCED BEFOREHAND, NOT BY ONE PROPHET, BUT BY ALL; AND IT WAS A PROOF OF THE IGNORANCE OF CELSUS, TO REPRESENT A JEW AS SAYING THAT ONE PROPHET ONLY HAD PREDICTED THE ADVENT OF CHRIST. BUT AS THIS JEW OF CELSUS, AFTER BEING THUS INTRODUCED, ASSERTING THAT THESE THINGS WERE INDEED IN CONFORMITY WITH HIS OWN LAW, HAS SOMEWHERE HERE ENDED HIS DISCOURSE, WITH A MENTION OF OTHER MATTERS NOT WORTHY OF REMEMBRANCE, I TOO SHALL HERE TERMINATE THIS SECOND BOOK OF MY ANSWER TO HIS TREATISE. BUT IF GOD PERMIT, AND THE POWER OF CHRIST ABIDE IN MY SOUL, I SHALL ENDEAVOR IN THE THIRD BOOK TO DEAL WITH THE SUBSEQUENT STATEMENTS OF CELSUS. 
ORIGEN: CONTRA CELSUM - BOOK 3
BOOK III.
IN THE FIRST BOOK OF OUR ANSWER TO THE WORK OF CELSUS, WHO HAD BOASTFULLY ENTITLED THE TREATISE WHICH HE HAD COMPOSED AGAINST US A TRUE DISCOURSE, WE HAVE GONE THROUGH, AS YOU ENJOINED, MY FAITHFUL AMBROSIUS, TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, HIS PREFACE, AND THE PARTS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING IT, TESTING EACH ONE OF HIS ASSERTIONS AS WE WENT ALONG, UNTIL WE FINISHED WITH THE TIRADE OF THIS JEW OF HIS, FEIGNED. TO HAVE BEEN DELIVERED AGAINST JESUS. AND IN THE SECOND BOOK WE MET, AS WE BEST COULD, ALL THE CHARGES CONTAINED IN THE INVECTIVE OF THE SAID JEW, WHICH WERE LEVELLED AT US WHO ARE BELIEVERS IN GOD THROUGH CHRIST; AND NOW WE ENTER UPON THIS THIRD DIVISION OF OUR DISCOURSE, IN WHICH OUR OBJECT IS TO REFUTE THE ALLEGATIONS WHICH HE MAKES IN HIS OWN PERSON. HE GIVES IT AS HIS OPINION, THAT "THE CONTROVERSY BETWEEN JEWS AND CHRISTIANS IS A MOST FOOLISH ONE," AND ASSERTS THAT "THE DISCUSSIONS WHICH WE HAVE WITH EACH OTHER REGARDING CHRIST DIFFER IN NO RESPECT FROM WHAT IS CALLED IN THE PROVERB, 'A FIGHT ABOUT THE SHADOW OF AN ASS;' " AND THINKS THAT "THERE IS NOTHING OF IMPORTANCE IN THE INVESTIGATIONS OF THE JEWS AND CHRISTIANS: FOR BOTH BELIEVE THAT IT WAS PREDICTED BY THE DIVINE SPIRIT THAT ONE WAS TO COME AS A SAVIOUR TO THE HUMAN RACE, BUT DO NOT YET AGREE ON THE POINT WHETHER THE PERSON PREDICTED HAS ACTUALLY COME OR NOT." FOR WE CHRISTIANS, INDEED, HAVE BELIEVED IN JESUS, AS HE WHO CAME ACCORDING TO THE PREDICTIONS OF THE PROPHETS. BUT THE MAJORITY OF THE JEWS ARE SO FAR FROM BELIEVING IN HIM, THAT THOSE OF THEM WHO LIVED AT THE TIME OF HIS COMING CONSPIRED AGAINST HIM; AND THOSE OF THE PRESENT DAY, APPROVING OF WHAT THE JEWS OF FORMER TIMES DARED TO DO AGAINST HIM, SPEAK EVIL OF HIM, ASSERTING THAT IT WAS BY MEANS OF SORCERY THAT HE PASSED HIMSELF OFF FOR HIM WHO WAS PREDICTED BY THE PROPHETS AS THE ONE WHO WAS TO COME, AND WHO WAS CALLED, AGREEABLY TO THE TRADITIONS OF THE JEWS, THE CHRIST. 
CHAP. II. 
BUT LET CELSUS, AND THOSE WHO ASSENT TO HIS CHARGES, TELL US WHETHER IT IS AT ALL LIKE "AN ASS'S SHADOW," THAT THE JEWISH PROPHETS SHOULD HAVE PREDICTED THE BIRTH-PLACE OF HIM WHO WAS TO BE THE RULER OF THOSE WHO HAD LIVED RIGHTEOUS LIVES, AND WHO ARE CALLED THE "HERITAGE" OF GOD; AND THAT EMMANUEL SHOULD BE CONCEIVED BY A VIRGIN; AND THAT SUCH SIGNS AND WONDERS SHOULD BE PERFORMED BY HIM WHO WAS THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY; AND THAT HIS WORD SHOULD HAVE SUCH SPEEDY COURSE, THAT THE VOICE OF HIS APOSTLES SHOULD GO FORTH INTO ALL THE EARTH; AND THAT HE SHOULD UNDERGO CERTAIN SUFFERINGS AFTER HIS CONDEMNATION BY THE JEWS; AND THAT HE SHOULD RISE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD. FOR WAS IT BY CHANCE THAT THE PROPHETS MADE THESE ANNOUNCEMENTS, WITH NO PERSUASION OF THE TRUTH IN THEIR MINDS, MOVING THEM NOT ONLY TO SPEAK, BUT TO DEEM THEIR ANNOUNCEMENTS WORTHY OF BEING COMMITTED TO WRITING? AND DID SO GREAT A NATION AS THAT OF THE JEWS, WHO HAD LONG AGO RECEIVED A COUNTRY OF THEIR OWN WHEREIN TO DWELL, RECOGNIZE CERTAIN MEN AS PROPHETS, AND REJECT OTHERS AS UTTERERS OF FALSE PREDICTIONS, WITHOUT ANY CONVICTION OF THE SOUNDNESS OF THE DISTINCTION? AND WAS THERE NO MOTIVE WHICH INDUCED THEM TO CLASS WITH THE BOOKS OF MOSES, WHICH WERE HELD AS SACRED, THE WORDS OF THOSE PERSONS WHO WERE AFTERWARDS DEEMED TO BE PROPHETS? AND CAN THOSE WHO CHARGE THE JEWS AND CHRISTIANS WITH FOLLY, SHOW US HOW THE JEWISH NATION COULD HAVE CONTINUED TO SUBSIST, HAD THERE EXISTED AMONG THEM NO PROMISE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF FUTURE EVENTS? AND HOW, WHILE EACH OF THE SURROUNDING NATIONS BELIEVED, AGREEABLY TO THEIR ANCIENT INSTITUTIONS, THAT THEY RECEIVED ORACLES AND PREDICTIONS FROM THOSE WHOM THEY ACCOUNTED GODS, THIS PEOPLE ALONE, WHO WERE TAUGHT TO VIEW WITH CONTEMPT ALL THOSE WHO WERE CONSIDERED GODS BY THE HEATHEN, AS NOT BEING GODS, BUT DEMONS, ACCORDING TO THE DECLARATION OF THE PROPHETS, "FOR ALL THE GODS OF THE NATIONS ARE DEMONS," HAD AMONG THEM NO ONE WHO PROFESSED TO BE A PROPHET, AND WHO COULD RESTRAIN SUCH AS, FROM A DESIRE TO KNOW THE FUTURE, WERE READY TO DESERT I TO THE DEMONS OF OTHER NATIONS? JUDGE, THEN, WHETHER IT WAS NOT A NECESSITY, THAT AS THE WHOLE NATION HAD BEEN TAUGHT TO DESPISE THE DEITIES OF OTHER LANDS, THEY SHOULD HAVE HAD AN ABUNDANCE OF PROPHETS, WHO MADE KNOWN EVENTS WHICH WERE OF FAR GREATER IMPORTANCE IN THEMSELVES, AND WHICH SURPASSED THE ORACLES OF ALL OTHER COUNTRIES. 
CHAP. ILL. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, MIRACLES WERE PERFORMED IN ALL COUNTRIES, OR AT LEAST IN MANY OF THEM, AS CELSUS HIMSELF ADMITS, INSTANCING THE CASE OF AESCULAPIUS, WHO CONFERRED BENEFITS ON MANY, AND WHO FORETOLD FUTURE EVENTS TO ENTIRE CITIES, WHICH WERE DEDICATED TO HIM, SUCH AS TRICCA, AND EPIDAURUS, AND COS, AND PERGAMUS; AND ALONG WITH AESCULAPIUS HE MENTIONS ARISTEAS OF PROCONNESUS, AND A CERTAIN CLAZOMENIAN, AND CLEOMEDES OF ASTYPALAEA. BUT AMONG THE JEWS ALONE, WHO SAY THEY ARE DEDICATED TO THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, THERE WAS WROUGHT NO MIRACLE OR SIGN WHICH MIGHT HELP TO CONFIRM THEIR FAITH IN THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, AND STRENGTHEN THEIR HOPE OF ANOTHER AND BETTER LIFE! BUT HOW CAN THEY IMAGINE SUCH A STATE OF THINGS? FOR THEY WOULD IMMEDIATELY HAVE GONE OVER TO THE WORSHIP OF THOSE DEMONS WHICH GAVE ORACLES AND PERFORMED CURES, AND DESERTED THE GOD WHO WAS BELIEVED, AS FAR AS WORDS WENT, TO ASSIST THEM, BUT WHO NEVER MANIFESTED TO THEM HIS VISIBLE PRESENCE. BUT IF THIS RESULT HAS NOT TAKEN PLACE, AND IF, ON THE CONTRARY, THEY HAVE SUFFERED COUNTLESS CALAMITIES RATHER THAN RENOUNCE JUDAISM AND THEIR LAW, AND HAVE BEEN CRUELLY TREATED, AT ONE TIME IN ASSYRIA, AT ANOTHER IN PERSIA, AND AT ANOTHER UNDER ANTIOCHUS, IS IT NOT IN KEEPING WITH THE PROBABILITIES OF THE CASE S FOR THOSE TO SUPPOSE WHO DO NOT YIELD THEIR BELIEF TO THEIR MIRACULOUS HISTORIES AND PROPHECIES, THAT THE EVENTS IN QUESTION COULD NOT BE INVENTIONS, BUT THAT A CERTAIN DIVINE SPIRIT BEING IN THE HOLY SOULS OF THE PROPHETS, AS OF MEN WHO UNDERWENT ANY LABOUR FOR THE CAUSE OF VIRTUE, DID MOVE THEM TO PROPHESY SOME THINGS RELATING TO THEIR CONTEMPORARIES, AND OTHERS TO THEIR POSTERITY, BUT CHIEFLY REGARDING A CERTAIN PERSONAGE WHO WAS TO COME AS A SAVIOUR TO THE HUMAN RACE? AND IF THE ABOVE BE THE STATE OF THE CASE, HOW DO JEWS AND CHRISTIANS SEARCH AFTER "THE SHADOW OF AN ASS," IN SEEKING TO ASCERTAIN FROM THOSE PROPHECIES WHICH THEY BELIEVE IN COMMON, WHETHER HE WHO WAS FORETOLD HAS COME, OR HAS NOT YET ARRIVED, AND IS STILL AN OBJECT OF EXPECTATION? BUT EVEN SUPPOSE IT BE GRANTED TO CELSUS THAT IT WAS NOT JESUS WHO WAS ANNOUNCED BY THE PROPHETS, THEN, EVEN ON SUCH A HYPOTHESIS, THE INVESTIGATION OF THE SENSE OF THE PROPHETIC WRITINGS IS NO SEARCH AFTER "THE SHADOW OF AN ASS," IF HE WHO WAS SPOKEN OF CAN BE CLEARLY POINTED OUT, AND IT CAN BE SHOWN BOTH WHAT SORT OF PERSON HE WAS PREDICTED TO BE, AND WHAT HE WAS TO DO, AND, IF POSSIBLE, WHEN HE WAS TO ARRIVE. BUT IN THE PRECEDING PAGES WE HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN ON THE POINT OF JESUS BEING THE INDIVIDUAL WHO WAS FORETOLD TO BE THE CHRIST, QUOTING A FEW PROPHECIES OUT OF A LARGER NUMBER. NEITHER JEWS NOR CHRISTIANS, THEN, ARE WRONG IN ASSUMING THAT THE PROPHETS SPOKE UNDER DIVINE INFLUENCE; BUT THEY ARE IN ERROR WHO FORM ERRONEOUS OPINIONS RESPECTING HIM WHO WAS EXPECTED BY THE PROPHETS TO COME, AND WHOSE PERSON AND CHARACTER WERE MADE KNOWN IN THEIR "TRUE DISCOURSES." 
CHAP. V. 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THESE POINTS, CELSUS, IMAGINING THAT THE JEWS ARE EGYPTIANS BY DESCENT, AND HAD ABANDONED EGYPT, AFTER REVOLTING AGAINST THE EGYPTIAN STATE, AND DESPISING THE CUSTOMS OF THAT PEOPLE IN MATTERS OF WORSHIP, SAYS THAT "THEY SUFFERED FROM THE ADHERENTS OF JESUS, WHO BELIEVED IN HIM AS THE CHRIST, THE SAME TREATMENT WHICH THEY HAD INFLICTED UPON THE EGYPTIANS; AND THAT THE CAUSE WHICH LED TO THE NEW STATE OF THINGS S IN EITHER INSTANCE WAS REBELLION AGAINST THE STATE." NOW LET US OBSERVE WHAT CELSUS HAS HERE DONE. THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS, AFTER INFLICTING MANY CRUELTIES UPON THE HEBREW RACE, WHO HAD SETTLED IN EGYPT OWING TO A FAMINE WHICH HAD BROKEN OUT IN JUDEA, SUFFERED, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR INJUSTICE TO STRANGERS AND SUPPLIANTS, THAT PUNISHMENT WHICH DIVINE PROVIDENCE HAD DECREED WAS TO FALL ON THE WHOLE NATION FOR HAVING COMBINED AGAINST AN ENTIRE PEOPLE, WHO HAD BEEN THEIR GUESTS, AND WHO HAD DONE THEM NO HARM; AND AFTER BEING SMITTEN BY PLAGUES FROM GOD, THEY ALLOWED THEM, WITH DIFFICULTY, AND AFTER A BRIEF PERIOD, TO GO WHEREVER THEY LIKED, AS BEING UNJUSTLY DETAINED IN SLAVERY. BECAUSE, THEN, THEY WERE A SELFISH PEOPLE, WHO HON-OUTER THOSE WHO WERE IN ANY DEGREE RELATED TO THEM FAR MORE THAN THEY DID STRANGERS OF BETTER LIVES, THERE IS NOT AN ACCUSATION WHICH THEY HAVE OMITTED TO BRING AGAINST MOSES AND THE HEBREWS, NOT ALTOGETHER DENYING, INDEED, THE MIRACLES AND WONDERS DONE BY HIM, BUT ALLEGING THAT THEY WERE WROUGHT BY SORCERY, AND NOT BY DIVINE POWER. MOSES, HOWEVER, NOT AS A MAGICIAN, BUT AS A DEVOUT MAN, AND ONE DEVOTED TO THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, AND A PARTAKER IN THE DIVINE SPIRIT, BOTH ENACTED LAWS FOR THE HEBREWS, ACCORDING TO THE SUGGESTIONS OF THE DIVINITY, AND RECORDED EVENTS AS THEY HAPPENED WITH PERFECT FIDELITY. 
CHAP. VI. 
CELSUS, THEREFORE, NOT INVESTIGATING IN A SPIRIT OF IMPARTIALITY THE FACTS, WHICH ARE RELATED BY THE EGYPTIANS IN ONE WAY, AND BY THE HEBREWS IN ANOTHER, BUT BEING BEWITCHED, AS IT WERE, IN FAVOUR OF THE FORMER, ACCEPTED AS TRUE THE STATEMENTS OF THOSE WHO HAD OPPRESSED THE STRANGERS, AND DECLARED THAT THE HEBREWS, WHO HAD BEEN UNJUSTLY TREATED, HAD DEPARTED FROM EGYPT AFTER REVOLTING AGAINST THE EGYPTIANS,--NOT OBSERVING HOW IMPOSSIBLE IT WAS FOR SO GREAT A MULTITUDE OF REBELLIOUS EGYPTIANS TO BECOME A NATION, WHICH, DATING ITS ORIGIN FROM THE SAID REVOLT, SHOULD CHANGE ITS LANGUAGE AT THE TIME OF ITS REBELLION, SO THAT THOSE WHO UP TO THAT TIME MADE USE OF THE EGYPTIAN TONGUE, SHOULD COMPLETELY ADOPT, ALL AT ONCE, THE LANGUAGE OF THE HEBREWS! LET IT BE GRANTED, HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO HIS SUPPOSITION, THAT ON ABANDONING EGYPT THEY DID CONCEIVE A HATRED ALSO OF THEIR MOTHER TONGUE, HOW DID IT HAPPEN THAT AFTER SO DOING THEY DID NOT RATHER ADOPT THE SYRIAN OR PHOENICIAN LANGUAGE, INSTEAD OF PREFERRING THE HEBREW, WHICH IS DIFFERENT FROM BOTH? BUT REASON SEEMS TO ME TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THE STATEMENT IS FALSE, WHICH MAKES THOSE WHO WERE EGYPTIANS BY RACE TO HAVE REVOLTED AGAINST EGYPTIANS, AND TO HAVE LEFT THE COUNTRY, AND TO HAVE PROCEEDED TO PALESTINE, AND OCCUPIED THE LAND NOW CALLED JUDEA. FOR HEBREW WAS THE LANGUAGE OF THEIR FATHERS BEFORE THEIR DESCENT INTO EGYPT; AND THE HEBREW LETTERS, EMPLOYED BY MOSES IN WRITING THOSE FIVE BOOKS WHICH ARE DEEMED SACRED BY THE JEWS, WERE DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF THE EGYPTIANS. 
CHAP. VII. 
IN LIKE MANNER, AS THE STATEMENT IS FALSE "THAT THE HEBREWS, BEING (ORIGINALLY) EGYPTIANS, DATED THE COMMENCEMENT (OF THEIR POLITICAL EXISTENCE) FROM THE TIME OF THEIR REBELLION," SO ALSO IS THIS, "THAT IN THE DAYS OF JESUS OTHERS WHO WERE JEWS REBELLED AGAINST THE JEWISH STATE, AND BECAME HIS FOLLOWERS;" FOR NEITHER CELSUS NOR THEY WHO THINK WITH HIM ARE ABLE TO POINT OUT ANY ACT ON THE PART OF CHRISTIANS WHICH SAVOURS OF REBELLION. AND YET, IF A REVOLT HAD LED TO THE FORMATION OF THE CHRISTIAN COMMONWEALTH, SO THAT IT DERIVED ITS EXISTENCE IN THIS WAY FROM THAT OF THE JEWS, WHO WERE PERMITTED TO TAKE UP ARMS IN DEFENSE OF THE MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES, AND TO SLAY THEIR ENEMIES, THE CHRISTIAN LAWGIVER WOULD NOT HAVE ALTOGETHER FORBIDDEN THE PUTTING OF MEN TO DEATH; AND YET HE NOWHERE TEACHES THAT IT IS RIGHT FOR HIS OWN DISCIPLES TO OFFER VIOLENCE TO ANY ONE, HOWEVER WICKED. FOR HE DID NOT DEEM IT IN KEEPING WITH SUCH LAWS AS HIS, WHICH WERE DERIVED FROM A DIVINE SOURCE, TO ALLOW THE KILLING OF ANY INDIVIDUAL WHATEVER. NOR WOULD THE CHRISTIANS, HAD THEY OWED THEIR ORIGIN TO A REBELLION, HAVE ADOPTED LAWS OF SO EXCEEDINGLY MILD A CHARACTER AS NOT TO ALLOW THEM, WHEN IT WAS THEIR FATE TO BE SLAIN AS SHEEP, ON ANY OCCASION TO RESIST THEIR PERSECUTORS. AND TRULY, IF WE LOOK A LITTLE DEEPER INTO THINGS, WE MAY SAY REGARDING THE EXODUS FROM EGYPT., THAT IT IS A MIRACLE IF A WHOLE NATION AT ONCE ADOPTED THE LANGUAGE CALLED HEBREW, AS IF IT HAD BEEN A GIFT FROM HEAVEN, WHEN ONE OF THEIR OWN PROPHETS SAID, "AS THEY WENT FORTH FROM EGYPT, THEY HEARD A LANGUAGE WHICH THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND." 
CHAP. VIII. 
IN THE FOLLOWING WAY, ALSO, WE MAY CONCLUDE THAT THEY WHO CAME OUT OF EGYPT WITH MOSES WERE NOT EGYPTIANS; FOR IF THEY HAD BEEN EGYPTIANS, THEIR NAMES ALSO WOULD BE EGYPTIAN, BECAUSE IN EVERY LANGUAGE THE DESIGNATIONS (OF PERSONS AND THINGS) ARE KINDRED TO THE LANGUAGE. BUT IF IT IS CERTAIN, FROM THE NAMES BEING HEBREW, THAT THE PEOPLE WERE NOT EGYPTIANS, AND THE SCRIPTURES ARE FULL OF HEBREW NAMES, AND THESE BESTOWED, TOO, UPON THEIR CHILDREN WHILE THEY WERE IN EGYPT, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE EGYPTIAN ACCOUNT IS FALSE, WHICH ASSERTS THAT THEY WERE EGYPTIANS, AND WENT FORTH FROM EGYPT WITH MOSES. NOW IT IS ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN THAT, BEING DESCENDED, AS THE MOSAIC HISTORY RECORDS, FROM HEBREW ANCESTORS, THEY EMPLOYED A LANGUAGE FROM WHICH THEY ALSO TOOK THE NAMES WHICH THEY CONFERRED UPON THEIR CHILDREN. BUT WITH REGARD TO THE CHRISTIANS, BECAUSE THEY WERE TAUGHT NOT TO AVENGE THEMSELVES UPON THEIR ENEMIES (AND HAVE THUS OBSERVED LAWS OF A MILD AND PHILANTHROPIC CHARACTER); AND BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT, ALTHOUGH ABLE, HAVE MADE WAR EVEN IF THEY HAD RECEIVED AUTHORITY TO DO SO,--THEY HAVE OBTAINED THIS REWARD FROM GOD, THAT HE HAS ALWAYS WARRED IN THEIR BEHALF, AND ON CERTAIN OCCASIONS HAS RESTRAINED THOSE WHO ROSE UP AGAINST THEM AND DESIRED TO DESTROY THEM. FOR IN ORDER TO REMIND OTHERS, THAT BY SEEING A FEW ENGAGED IN A STRUGGLE FOR THEIR RELIGION, THEY ALSO MIGHT BE BETTER FITTED TO DESPISE DEATH, SOME, ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS, AND THESE INDIVIDUALS WHO CAN BE EASILY NUMBERED, HAVE ENDURED DEATH FOR THE SAKE OF CHRISTIANITY,--GOD NOT PERMITTING THE WHOLE NATION TO BE EXTERMINATED, BUT DESIRING THAT IT SHOULD CONTINUE, AND THAT THE WHOLE WORLD SHOULD BE FILLED WITH THIS SALUTARY AND RELIGIOUS DOCTRINE. AND AGAIN, ON THE OTHER HAND, THAT THOSE WHO WERE OF WEAKER MINDS MIGHT RECOVER THEIR COURAGE AND RISE SUPERIOR TO THE THOUGHT OF DEATH, GOD INTERPOSED HIS PROVIDENCE ON BEHALF OF BELIEVERS, DISPERSING BY AN ACT OF HIS WILL ALONE ALL THE CONSPIRACIES FORMED AGAINST THEM; SO THAT NEITHER KINGS, NOR RULERS, NOR THE POPULACE, MIGHT BE ABLE TO RAGE AGAINST THEM BEYOND A CERTAIN POINT. SUCH, THEN, IS OUR ANSWER TO THE ASSERTIONS OF CELSUS, "THAT A REVOLT WAS THE ORIGINAL COMMENCEMENT OF THE ANCIENT JEWISH STATE, AND SUBSEQUENTLY OF CHRISTIANITY." 
CHAP. IX. 
BUT SINCE HE IS MANIFESTLY GUILTY OF FALSEHOOD IN THE STATEMENTS WHICH FOLLOW, LET US EXAMINE HIS ASSERTION WHEN HE SAYS, "IF ALL MEN WISHED TO BECOME CHRISTIANS, THE LATTER WOULD NOT DESIRE SUCH A RESULT." NOW THAT THE ABOVE STATEMENT IS FALSE IS CLEAR FROM THIS, THAT CHRISTIANS DO NOT NEGLECT, AS FAR AS IN THEM LIES, TO TAKE MEASURES TO DISSEMINATE THEIR DOCTRINE THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD. SOME OF THEM, ACCORDINGLY, HAVE MADE IT THEIR BUSINESS TO ITINERATE NOT ONLY THROUGH CITIES, BUT EVEN VILLAGES AND COUNTRY HOUSES, THAT THEY MIGHT MAKE CONVERTS TO GOD. AND NO ONE WOULD MAINTAIN THAT THEY DID THIS FOR THE SAKE OF GAIN, WHEN SOMETIMES THEY WOULD NOT ACCEPT EVEN NECESSARY SUSTENANCE; OR IF AT ANY TIME THEY WERE PRESSED BY A NECESSITY OF THIS SORT, WERE CONTENTED WITH THE MERE SUPPLY OF THEIR WANTS, ALTHOUGH MANY WERE WILLING TO SHARE (THEIR ABUNDANCE) WITH THEM, AND TO BESTOW HELP UPON THEM FAR ABOVE THEIR NEED. AT THE PRESENT DAY, INDEED, WHEN, OWING TO THE MULTITUDE OF CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS, NOT ONLY RICH MEN, BUT PERSONS OF RANK, AND DELICATE AND HIGH-BORN LADIES, RECEIVE THE TEACHERS OF CHRISTIANITY, SOME PERHAPS WILL DARE TO SAY THAT IT IS FOR THE SAKE OF A LITTLE GLORY S THAT CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS ASSUME THE OFFICE OF CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTORS. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE, HOWEVER, RATIONALLY TO ENTERTAIN SUCH A SUSPICION WITH RESPECT TO CHRISTIANITY IN ITS BEGINNINGS, WHEN THE DANGER INCURRED, ESPECIALLY BY ITS TEACHERS, WAS GREAT; WHILE AT THE PRESENT DAY THE DISCREDIT ATTACHING TO IT AMONG THE REST OF MANKIND IS GREATER THAN ANY SUPPOSED HONOUR ENJOYED AMONG THOSE WHO HOLD THE SAME BELIEF, ESPECIALLY WHEN SUCH HONOUR IS NOT SHARED BY ALL. IT IS FALSE, THEN, FROM THE VERY NATURE OF THE CASE, TO SAY THAT "IF ALL MEN WISHED TO BECOME CHRISTIANS, THE LATTER WOULD NOT DESIRE SUCH A RESULT." 
CHAP. X. 
BUT OBSERVE WHAT HE ALLEGES AS A PROOF OF HIS STATEMENT: "CHRISTIANS AT FIRST WERE FEW IN NUMBER, AND HELD THE SAME OPINIONS; BUT WHEN THEY GREW TO BE A GREAT MULTITUDE, THEY WERE DIVIDED AND SEPARATED, EACH WISHING TO HAVE HIS OWN INDIVIDUAL PARTY: FOR THIS WAS THEIR OBJECT FROM THE BEGINNING." THAT CHRISTIANS AT FIRST WERE FEW IN NUMBER, IN COMPARISON WITH THE MULTITUDES WHO SUBSEQUENTLY BECAME CHRISTIAN, IS UNDOUBTED; AND YET, ALL THINGS CONSIDERED, THEY WERE NOT SO VERY FEW. FOR WHAT STIRRED UP THE ENVY OF THE JEWS AGAINST JESUS, AND AROUSED THEM TO CONSPIRE AGAINST HIM, WAS THE GREAT NUMBER OF THOSE WHO FOLLOWED HIM INTO THE WILDERNESS, FIVE THOUSAND MEN ON ONE OCCASION, AND FOUR THOUSAND ON ANOTHER, HAVING ATTENDED HIM THITHER, WITHOUT INCLUDING THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN. FOR SUCH WAS THE CHARM OF JESUS' WORDS, THAT NOT ONLY WERE MEN WILLING TO FOLLOW HIM TO THE WILDERNESS, BUT WOMEN ALSO, FORGETTING THE WEAKNESS OF THEIR SEX AND A REGARD FOR OUTWARD PROPRIETY IN THUS FOLLOWING THEIR TEACHER INTO DESERT PLACES. CHILDREN, TOO, WHO ARE ALTOGETHER UNAFFECTED BY SUCH EMOTIONS, EITHER FOLLOWING THEIR PARENTS, OR PERHAPS ATTRACTED ALSO BY HIS DIVINITY, IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT BE IMPLANTED WITHIN THEM, BECAME HIS FOLLOWERS ALONG WITH THEIR PARENTS. BUT LET IT BE GRANTED THAT CHRISTIANS WERE FEW IN NUMBER AT THE BEGINNING, HOW DOES THAT HELP TO PROVE THAT CHRISTIANS WOULD BE UNWILLING TO MAKE ALL MEN BELIEVE THE DOCTRINE OF THE GOSPEL? 
CHAP. XI. 
HE SAYS, IN ADDITION, THAT "ALL THE CHRISTIANS WERE OF ONE MIND," NOT OBSERVING, EVEN IN THIS PARTICULAR, THAT FROM THE BEGINNING THERE WERE DIFFERENCES OF OPINION AMONG BELIEVERS REGARDING THE MEANING OF THE BOOKS HELD TO BE DIVINE. AT ALL EVENTS, WHILE THE APOSTLES WERE STILL PREACHING, AND WHILE EYE-WITNESSES OF (THE WORKS OF) JESUS WERE STILL TEACHING HIS DOCTRINE, THERE WAS NO SMALL DISCUSSION AMONG THE CONVERTS FROM JUDAISM REGARDING GENTILE BELIEVERS, ON THE POINT WHETHER THEY OUGHT TO OBSERVE JEWISH CUSTOMS, OR SHOULD REJECT THE BURDEN OF CLEAN AND UNCLEAN MEATS, AS NOT BEING OBLIGATORY ON THOSE WHO HAD ABANDONED THEIR ANCESTRAL GENTILE CUSTOMS, AND HAD BECOME BELIEVERS IN JESUS. NAY, EVEN IN THE EPISTLES OF PAUL, WHO WAS CONTEMPORARY WITH THOSE WHO HAD SEEN JESUS, CERTAIN PARTICULARS ARE FOUND MENTIONED AS HAVING BEEN THE SUBJECT OF DISPUTE, VIZ., RESPECTING THE RESURRECTION, AND WHETHER IT, WERE ALREADY PAST, AND THE DAY OF THE LORD, WHETHER IT, WERE NIGH AT HAND OR NOT. NAY, THE VERY EXHORTATION TO "AVOID PROFANE AND VAIN BABBLINGS, AND OPPOSITIONS OF SCIENCE FALSELY SO CALLED: WHICH SOME PROFESSING, HAVE ERRED CONCERNING THE FAITH," IS ENOUGH TO SHOW THAT FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, WHEN, AS CELSUS IMAGINES, BELIEVERS WERE FEW IN NUMBER, THERE WERE CERTAIN DOCTRINES INTERPRETED IN DIFFERENT WAYS. 
CHAP. XII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, SINCE HE REPROACHES US WITH THE EXISTENCE OF HERESIES IN CHRISTIANITY AS BEING A GROUND OF ACCUSATION AGAINST IT, SAYING THAT "WHEN CHRISTIANS HAD GREATLY INCREASED IN NUMBERS, THEY WERE DIVIDED AND SPLIT UP INTO FACTIONS, EACH INDIVIDUAL DESIRING TO HAVE HIS OWN PARTY;" AND FURTHER, THAT "BEING THUS SEPARATED THROUGH THEIR NUMBERS, THEY CONFUTE ONE ANOTHER, STILL HAVING, SO TO SPEAK, ONE NAME IN COMMON, IF INDEED THEY STILL RETAIN IT. AND THIS IS THE ONLY THING WHICH THEY ARE YET ASHAMED TO ABANDON, WHILE OTHER MATTERS ARE DETERMINED IN DIFFERENT WAYS BY THE VARIOUS SECTS." IN REPLY TO WHICH, WE SAY THAT HERESIES OF DIFFERENT KINDS HAVE NEVER ORIGINATED FROM ANY MATTER IN WHICH THE PRINCIPLE INVOLVED WAS NOT IMPORTANT AND BENEFICIAL TO HUMAN LIFE. FOR SINCE THE SCIENCE OF MEDICINE IS USEFUL AND NECESSARY TO THE HUMAN RACE, AND MANY ARE THE POINTS OF DISPUTE IN IT RESPECTING THE MANNER OF CURING BODIES, THERE ARE FOUND, FOR THIS REASON, NUMEROUS HERESIES CONFESSEDLY PREVAILING IN THE SCIENCE OF MEDICINE AMONG THE GREEKS, AND ALSO, I SUPPOSE, AMONG THOSE BARBAROUS NATIONS WHO PROFESS TO EMPLOY MEDICINE. AND, AGAIN, SINCE PHILOSOPHY MAKES A PROFESSION OF THE TRUTH, AND PROMISES A KNOWLEDGE OF EXISTING THINGS WITH A VIEW TO THE REGULATION OF LIFE, AND ENDEAVOURS TO TEACH WHAT IS ADVANTAGEOUS TO OUR RACE, AND SINCE THE INVESTIGATION OF THESE MATTERS IS ATTENDED WITH GREAT DIFFERENCES OF OPINION, INNUMERABLE HERESIES HAVE CONSEQUENTLY SPRUNG UP IN PHILOSOPHY, SOME OF WHICH ARE MORE CELEBRATED THAN OTHERS. EVEN JUDAISM ITSELF AFFORDED A PRETEXT FOR THE ORIGINATION OF HERESIES, IN THE DIFFERENT ACCEPTATION ACCORDED TO THE WRITINGS OF MOSES AND THOSE OF THE PROPHETS. SO, THEN, SEEING CHRISTIANITY APPEARED AN OBJECT OF VENERATION TO MEN, NOT TO THE MORE SERVILE CLASS ALONE, AS CELSUS SUPPOSES, BUT TO MANY AMONG THE GREEKS WHO WERE DEVOTED TO LITERARY PURSUITS, THERE NECESSARILY ORIGINATED HERESIES, NOT AT ALL, HOWEVER, AS THE RESULT OF FACTION AND STRIFE, BUT THROUGH THE EARNEST DESIRE OF MANY LITERARY MEN TO BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THE DOCTRINES OF CHRISTIANITY. THE CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH WAS, THAT, TAKING IN DIFFERENT ACCEPTATIONS THOSE DISCOURSES WHICH WERE BELIEVED BY ALL TO BE DIVINE, THERE AROSE HERESIES, WHICH RECEIVED THEIR NAMES FROM THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO ADMIRED, INDEED, THE ORIGIN OF CHRISTIANITY, BUT WHO WERE LED, IN SOME WAY OR OTHER, BY CERTAIN PLAUSIBLE REASONS, TO DISCORDANT VIEWS. AND YET NO ONE WOULD ACT RATIONALLY IN AVOIDING MEDICINE BECAUSE OF ITS HERESIES; NOR WOULD HE WHO AIMED AT THAT WHICH IS SEEMLY ENTERTAIN A HATRED OF PHILOSOPHY, AND ADDUCE ITS MANY HERESIES AS A PRETEXT FOR HIS ANTIPATHY. AND SO, NEITHER ARE THE SACRED BOOKS OF MOSES AND THE PROPHETS TO BE CONDEMNED ON ACCOUNT OF THE HERESIES IN JUDAISM. 
CHAP. XIII. 
NOW, IF THESE ARGUMENTS HOLD GOOD, WHY SHOULD WE NOT DEFEND, IN THE SAME WAY, THE EXISTENCE OF HERESIES IN CHRISTIANITY? AND RESPECTING THESE, PAUL APPEARS TO ME TO SPEAK IN A VERY STRIKING MANNER WHEN HE SAYS, "FOR THERE MUST BE HERESIES AMONG YOU, THAT THEY WHO ARE APPROVED MAY BE MADE MANIFEST AMONG YOU." FOR AS THAT MAN IS "APPROVED" IN MEDICINE WHO, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS EXPERIENCE IN VARIOUS (MEDICAL) HERESIES, AND HIS HONEST EXAMINATION OF THE MAJORITY OF THEM, HAS SELECTED THE PREFERABLE SYSTEM,--AND AS THE GREAT PROFICIENT IN PHILOSOPHY IS HE WHO, AFTER ACQUAINTING HIMSELF EXPERIMENTALLY WITH THE VARIOUS VIEWS, HAS GIVEN IN HIS ADHESION TO THE BEST,--SO I WOULD SAY THAT THE WISEST CHRISTIAN WAS HE WHO HAD CAREFULLY STUDIED THE HERESIES BOTH OF JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY. WHEREAS HE WHO FINDS FAULT WITH CHRISTIANITY BECAUSE OF ITS HERESIES WOULD FIND FAULT ALSO WITH THE TEACHING OF SOCRATES, FROM WHOSE SCHOOL HAVE ISSUED MANY OTHERS OF DISCORDANT VIEWS. NAY, THE OPINIONS OF PLATO MIGHT BE CHARGEABLE WITH ERROR, ON ACCOUNT OF ARISTOTLE'S HAVING SEPARATED FROM HIS SCHOOL, AND FOUNDED A NEW ONE, ON WHICH SUBJECT WE HAVE REMARKED IN THE PRECEDING BOOK. BUT IT APPEARS TO ME THAT CELSUS HAS BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH CERTAIN HERESIES WHICH DO NOT POSSESS EVEN THE NAME OF JESUS IN COMMON WITH US. PERHAPS HE HAD HEARD OF THE SECTS CALLED OPHITES AND CAINITES, OR SOME OTHERS OF A SIMILAR NATURE, WHICH HAD DEPARTED IN ALL POINTS FROM THE TEACHING OF JESUS. AND YET SURELY THIS FURNISHES NO GROUND FOR A CHARGE AGAINST THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 
CHAP. XIV. 
AFTER THIS HE CONTINUES: "THEIR UNION IS THE MORE WONDERFUL, THE MORE IT CAN BE SHOWN TO BE BASED ON NO SUBSTANTIAL REASON. AND YET REBELLION IS A SUBSTANTIAL REASON, AS WELL AS THE ADVANTAGES WHICH ACCRUE FROM IT, AND THE FEAR OF EXTERNAL ENEMIES. SUCH ARE THE CAUSES WHICH GIVE STABILITY TO THEIR FAITH." TO THIS WE ANSWER, THAT OUR UNION DOES THUS REST UPON A REASON, OR RATHER NOT UPON A REASON, BUT UPON THE DIVINE WORKING, SO THAT ITS COMMENCEMENT WAS GOD'S TEACHING MEN, IN THE PROPHETICAL WRITINGS, TO EXPECT THE ADVENT OF CHRIST, WHO WAS TO BE THE SAVIOUR OF MANKIND. FOR IN SO FAR AS THIS POINT IS NOT REALLY REFUTED (ALTHOUGH IT MAY SEEM TO BE BY UNBELIEVERS), IN THE SAME PROPORTION IS THE DOCTRINE COMMENDED AS THE DOCTRINE OF GOD, AND JESUS SHOWN TO BE THE SON OF GOD BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER HIS INCARNATION. I MAINTAIN, MOREOVER, THAT EVEN AFTER HIS INCARNATION, HE IS ALWAYS FOUND BY THOSE WHO POSSESS THE ACUTEST SPIRITUAL VISION TO BE MOST GOD-LIKE, AND TO HAVE REALLY COME DOWN TO US FROM GOD, AND TO HAVE DERIVED HIS ORIGIN OR SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENT NOT FROM HUMAN WISDOM, BUT FROM THE MANIFESTATION OF GOD WITHIN HIM, WHO BY HIS MANIFOLD WISDOM AND MIRACLES ESTABLISHED JUDAISM FIRST, AND CHRISTIANITY AFTERWARDS; AND THE ASSERTION THAT REBELLION, AND THE ADVANTAGES ATTENDING IT, WERE THE ORIGINATING CAUSES OF A DOCTRINE WHICH HAS CONVERTED AND IMPROVED SO MANY MEN WAS EFFECTUALLY REFUTED. 
CHAP. XV. 
BUT AGAIN, THAT IT IS NOT THE FEAR OF EXTERNAL ENEMIES WHICH STRENGTHENS OUR UNION, IS PLAIN FROM THE FACT THAT THIS CAUSE, BY GOD'S WILL, HAS ALREADY, FOR A CONSIDERABLE TIME, CEASED TO EXIST. AND IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE SECURE EXISTENCE, SO FAR AS REGARDS THE WORLD, ENJOYED BY BELIEVERS AT PRESENT, WILL COME TO AN END, SINCE THOSE WHO CALUMNIATE CHRISTIANITY IN EVERY WAY ARE AGAIN ATTRIBUTING THE PRESENT FREQUENCY OF REBELLION TO THE MULTITUDE OF BELIEVERS, AND TO THEIR NOT BEING PERSECUTED BY THE AUTHORITIES AS IN OLD TIMES. FOR WE HAVE LEARNED FROM THE GOSPEL NEITHER TO RELAX OUR EFFORTS IN DAYS OF PEACE, AND TO GIVE OURSELVES UP TO REPOSE, NOR, WHEN THE WORLD MAKES WAR UPON US, TO BECOME COWARDS, AND APOSTATIZE FROM THE LOVE OF THE GOD OF ALL THINGS WHICH IS IN JESUS CHRIST. AND WE CLEARLY MANIFEST THE ILLUSTRIOUS NATURE OF OUR ORIGIN, AND DO NOT (AS CELSUS IMAGINES) CONCEAL IT, WHEN WE IMPRESS UPON THE MINDS OF OUR FIRST CONVERTS A CONTEMPT FOR IDOLS, AND IMAGES OF ALL KINDS, AND, BESIDES THIS, RAISE THEIR THOUGHTS FROM THE WORSHIP OF CREATED THINGS INSTEAD OF GOD, AND ELEVATE THEM TO THE UNIVERSAL CREATOR; DEARLY SHOWING HIM TO BE THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY, BOTH FROM THE PREDICTIONS REGARDING HIM--OF WHICH THERE ARE MANY--AND FROM THOSE TRADITIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN CAREFULLY INVESTIGATED BY SUCH AS ARE ABLE INTELLIGENTLY TO UNDERSTAND THE GOSPELS, AND THE DECLARATIONS OF THE APOSTLES. 
CHAP. XVI. 
"BUT WHAT THE LEGENDS ARE OF EVERY KIND WHICH WE GATHER TOGETHER, OR THE TERRORS WHICH WE INVENT," AS CELSUS WITHOUT PROOF ASSERTS, HE WHO LIKES MAY SHOW. I KNOW NOT, INDEED, WHAT HE MEANS BY "INVENTING TERRORS," UNLESS IT BE OUR DOCTRINE OF GOD AS JUDGE, AND OF THE CONDEMNATION OF MEN FOR THEIR DEEDS, WITH THE VARIOUS PROOFS DERIVED PARTLY FROM SCRIPTURE, PARTLY FROM PROBABLE REASON. AND YET--FOR TRUTH IS PRECIOUS--CELSUS SAYS, AT THE CLOSE, "FORBID THAT EITHER I, OR THESE, OR ANY OTHER INDIVIDUAL SHOULD EVER REJECT THE DOCTRINE RESPECTING THE FUTURE PUNISHMENT OF THE WICKED AND THE REWARD OF THE GOOD!" WHAT TERRORS, THEN, IF YOU EXCEPT THE DOCTRINE OF PUNISHMENT, DO WE INVENT AND IMPOSE UPON MANKIND? AND IF HE SHOULD REPLY THAT "WE WEAVE TOGETHER ERRONEOUS OPINIONS DRAWN FROM ANCIENT SOURCES, AND TRUMPET THEM ALOUD, AND SOUND THEM BEFORE MEN, AS THE PRIESTS OF CYBELE CLASH THEIR CYMBALS IN THE EARS OF THOSE WHO ARE BEING INITIATED IN THEIR MYSTERIES; " WE SHALL ASK HIM IN REPLY, "ERRONEOUS OPINIONS FROM WHAT ANCIENT SOURCES?" FOR, WHETHER HE REFERS TO GRECIAN ACCOUNTS, WHICH TAUGHT THE EXISTENCE OF COURTS OF JUSTICE UNDER THE EARTH, OR JEWISH, WHICH, AMONG OTHER THINGS, PREDICTED THE LIFE THAT FOLLOWS THE PRESENT ONE; HE WILL BE UNABLE TO SHOW THAT WE WHO, STRIVING TO BELIEVE ON GROUNDS OF REASON, REGULATE OUR LIVES IN CONFORMITY WITH SUCH DOCTRINES, HAVE FAILED CORRECTLY TO ASCERTAIN THE TRUTH. 
CHAP. XVII. 
HE WISHES, INDEED, TO COMPARE THE ARTICLES OF OUR FAITH TO THOSE OF THE EGYPTIANS; " AMONG WHOM, AS YOU APPROACH THEIR SACRED EDIFICES, ARE TO BE SEEN SPLENDID ENCLOSURES, AND GROVES, AND LARGE AND BEAUTIFUL GATEWAYS, AND WONDERFUL TEMPLES, AND MAGNIFICENT TENTS AROUND THEM, AND CEREMONIES OF WORSHIP FULL OF SUPERSTITION AND MYSTERY; BUT WHEN YOU HAVE ENTERED, AND PASSED WITHIN, THE OBJECT OF WORSHIP IS SEEN TO BE A CAT, OR AN APE, OR A CROCODILE, OR A GOAT, OR A DOG!" NOW, WHAT IS THE RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN US AND THE SPLENDORS OF EGYPTIAN WORSHIP WHICH ARE SEEN BY THOSE WHO DRAW NEAR THEIR TEMPLES? AND WHERE IS THE RESEMBLANCE TO THOSE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS WHICH ARE WORSHIPPED WITHIN, AFTER YOU PASS THROUGH THE SPLENDID GATEWAYS? ARE OUR PROPHECIES, AND THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, AND THE INJUNCTIONS AGAINST IMAGES, OBJECTS OF REVERENCE IN THE VIEW OF CELSUS ALSO, AND JESUS CHRIST CRUCIFIED, THE ANALOGUE TO THE WORSHIP OF THE IRRATIONAL ANIMAL? BUT IF HE SHOULD ASSERT THIS--AND I DO NOT THINK THAT HE WILL MAINTAIN ANYTHING ELSE--WE SHALL REPLY THAT WE HAVE SPOKEN IN THE PRECEDING PAGES AT GREATER LENGTH IN DEFENSE OF THOSE CHARGES AFFECTING JESUS, SHOWING THAT WHAT APPEARED TO HAVE HAPPENED TO HIM IN THE CAPACITY OF HIS HUMAN NATURE, WAS FRAUGHT WITH BENEFIT TO ALL MEN, AND WITH SALVATION TO THE WHOLE WORLD. 
CHAP. XVIII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, REFERRING TO THE STATEMENTS OF THE EGYPTIANS, WHO TALK LOFTILY ABOUT IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, AND WHO ASSERT THAT THEY ARE A SORT OF SYMBOLS OF GOD, OR ANYTHING ELSE WHICH THEIR PROPHETS, SO TERMED, ARE ACCUSTOMED TO CALL THEM, CELSUS SAYS THAT "AN IMPRESSION IS PRODUCED IN THE MINDS OF THOSE WHO HAVE LEARNED THESE THINGS; THAT THEY HAVE NOT BEEN INITIATED IN VAIN; " WHILE WITH REGARD TO THE TRUTHS WHICH ARE TAUGHT IN OUR WRITINGS TO THOSE WHO HAVE MADE PROGRESS IN THE STUDY OF CHRISTIANITY (THROUGH THAT WHICH IS CALLED BY PAUL THE GIFT CONSISTING IN THE "WORD OF WISDOM" THROUGH THE SPIRIT, AND IN THE "WORD OF KNOWLEDGE" ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT), CELSUS DOES NOT SEEM EVEN TO HAVE FORMED AN IDEA, JUDGING NOT ONLY FROM WHAT HE HAS ALREADY SAID, BUT FROM WHAT HE SUBSEQUENTLY ADDS IN HIS ATTACK UPON THE CHRISTIAN SYSTEM, WHEN HE ASSERTS THAT CHRISTIANS "REPEL EVERY WISE MAN FROM THE DOCTRINE OF THEIR FAITH, AND INVITE ONLY THE IGNORANT AND THE VULGAR;" ON WHICH ASSERTIONS WE SHALL REMARK IN DUE TIME, WHEN WE COME TO THE PROPER PLACE. 
CHAP. XIX. 
HE SAYS, INDEED, THAT "WE RIDICULE THE EGYPTIANS, ALTHOUGH THEY PRESENT MANY BY NO MEANS CONTEMPTIBLE MYSTERIES FOR OUR CONSIDERATION, WHEN THEY TEACH US THAT SUCH RITES ARE ACTS OF WORSHIP OFFERED TO ETERNAL IDEAS, AND NOT, AS THE MULTITUDE THINK, TO EPHEMERAL ANIMALS; AND THAT WE ARE SILLY, BECAUSE WE INTRODUCE NOTHING NOBLER THAN THE GOATS AND DOGS OF THE EGYPTIAN WORSHIP IN OUR NARRATIVES ABOUT JESUS." NOW TO THIS WE REPLY, "GOOD SIR, (SUPPOSE THAT) YOU ARE RIGHT IN EULOGIZING THE FACT THAT THE EGYPTIANS PRESENT TO VIEW MANY BY NO MEANS CONTEMPTIBLE MYSTERIES, AND OBSCURE EXPLANATIONS ABOUT THE ANIMALS (WORSHIPPED) AMONG THEM, YOU NEVERTHELESS DO NOT ACT CONSISTENTLY IN ACCUSING US AS IF YOU BELIEVED THAT WE HAD NOTHING TO STATE WHICH WAS WORTHY OF CONSIDERATION, BUT THAT ALL OUR DOCTRINES WERE CONTEMPTIBLE AND OF NO ACCOUNT, SEEING WE UNFOLDS THE NARRATIVES CONCERNING JESUS ACCORDING TO THE 'WISDOM OF THE WORD' TO THOSE WHO ARE 'PERFECT' IN CHRISTIANITY. REGARDING WHOM, AS BEING COMPETENT TO UNDERSTAND THE WISDOM THAT IS IN CHRISTIANITY, PAUL SAYS: 'WE SPEAK WISDOM AMONG THEM THAT ARE PERFECT; YET NOT THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD, NOR OF THE PRINCES OF THIS WORLD, WHO COME TO NAUGHT, BUT WE SPEAK THE WISDOM OF GOD IN A MYSTERY, EVEN THE HIDDEN WISDOM, WHICH GOD ORDAINED BEFORE THE WORLD UNTO OUR GLORY; WHICH NONE OF THE PRINCES OF THIS WORLD KNEW.'" 
CHAP. XX. 
AND WE SAY TO THOSE WHO HOLD SIMILAR OPINIONS TO THOSE OF CELSUS: "PAUL THEN, WE ARE TO SUPPOSE, HAD BEFORE HIS MIND THE IDEA OF NO PRE-EMINENT WISDOM WHEN HE PROFESSED TO SPEAK WISDOM AMONG THEM THAT ARE PERFECT?" NOW, AS HE SPOKE WITH HIS CUSTOMARY BOLDNESS WHEN IN MAKING SUCH A PROFESSION HE SAID THAT HE WAS POSSESSED OF NO WISDOM, WE SHALL SAY IN REPLY: FIRST OF ALL EXAMINE THE EPISTLES OF HIM WHO UTTERS THESE WORDS, AND LOOK CAREFULLY AT THE MEANING OF EACH EXPRESSION IN THEM--SAY, IN THOSE TO THE EPHESIANS, AND COLOSSIANS, AND THESSALONIANS, AND PHILIPPIANS, AND ROMANS,--AND SHOW TWO THINGS, BOTH THAT YOU UNDERSTAND PAUL'S WORDS, AND THAT YOU CAN DEMONSTRATE ANY OF THEM TO BE SILLY OR FOOLISH. FOR IF ANY ONE GIVE HIMSELF TO THEIR ATTENTIVE PERUSAL, I AM WELL ASSURED EITHER THAT HE WILL BE AMAZED AT THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE MAN WHO CAN CLOTHE GREAT IDEAS IN COMMON LANGUAGE; OR IF HE BE NOT AMAZED, HE WILL ONLY EXHIBIT HIMSELF IN A RIDICULOUS LIGHT, WHETHER HE SIMPLY STATE THE MEANING OF THE WRITER AS IF HE HAD COMPREHENDED IT, OR TRY TO CONTROVERT AND CONFUTE WHAT HE ONLY IMAGINED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD! 
CHAP. XI. 
AND I HAVE NOT YET SPOKEN OF THE OBSERVANCE OF ALL THAT IS WRITTEN IN THE GOSPELS, EACH ONE OF WHICH CONTAINS MUCH DOCTRINE DIFFICULT TO BE UNDERSTOOD, NOT MERELY BY THE MULTITUDE, BUT EVEN BY CERTAIN OF THE MORE INTELLIGENT, INCLUDING A VERY PROFOUND EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLES WHICH JESUS DELIVERED TO "THOSE WITHOUT," WHILE RESERVING THE EXHIBITION OF THEIR FULL MEANING, FOR THOSE WHO HAD PASSED BEYOND THE STAGE OF EXOTERIC TEACHING, AND WHO CAME TO HIM PRIVATELY IN THE HOUSE. AND WHEN HE COMES TO UNDERSTAND IT, HE WILL ADMIRE THE REASON WHY SOME ARE SAID TO BE "WITHOUT," AND OTHERS "IN THE HOUSE." AND AGAIN, WHO WOULD NOT BE FILLED WITH ASTONISHMENT THAT IS ABLE TO COMPREHEND THE MOVEMENTS OF JESUS; ASCENDING AT ONE TIME A MOUNTAIN FOR THE PURPOSE OF DELIVERING CERTAIN DISCOURSES, OR OF PERFORMING CERTAIN MIRACLES, OR FOR HIS OWN TRANSFIGURATION, AND DESCENDING AGAIN TO HEAL THE SICK AND THOSE WHO WERE UNABLE TO FOLLOW HIM WHITHER HIS DISCIPLES WENT? BUT IT IS NOT THE APPROPRIATE TIME TO DESCRIBE AT PRESENT THE TRULY VENERABLE AND DIVINE CONTENTS OF THE GOSPELS, OR THE MIND OF CHRIST--THAT IS, THE WISDOM AND THE WORD--CONTAINED IN THE WRITINGS OF PAUL. BUT WHAT WE HAVE SAID IS SUFFICIENT BY WAY OF ANSWER TO THE UNPHILOSOPHICAL SNEERS OF CELSUS, IN COMPARING THE INNER MYSTERIES OF THE CHURCH OF GOD TO THE CATS, AND APES, AND CROCODILES, AND GOATS, AND DOGS OF EGYPT. 
CHAP. XXII. 
BUT THIS LOW JESTER CELSUS, OMITTING NO SPECIES OF MOCKERY AND RIDICULE WHICH CAN BE EMPLOYED AGAINST US, MENTIONS IN HIS TREATISE THE DIOSCURI, AND HERCULES, AND AESCULAPIUS, AND DIONYSUS, WHO ARE BELIEVED BY THE GREEKS TO HAVE BECOME GODS AFTER BEING MEN, AND SAYS THAT "WE CANNOT BEAR TO CALL SUCH BEINGS GODS, BECAUSE THEY WERE AT FIRST MEN, AND YET THEY MANIFESTED MANY NOBLE QUALIFIES, WHICH WERE DISPLAYED FOR THE BENEFIT OF MANKIND, WHILE WE ASSERT THAT JESUS WAS SEEN AFTER HIS DEATH BY HIS OWN FOLLOWERS;" AND HE BRINGS AGAINST US AN ADDITIONAL CHARGE, AS IF WE SAID THAT "HE WAS SEEN INDEED, BUT WAS ONLY A SHADOW!" NOW TO THIS WE REPLY, THAT IT WAS VERY ARTFUL OF CELSUS NOT HERE CLEARLY TO INDICATE THAT HE DID NOT REGARD THESE BEINGS AS GODS, FOR HE WAS AFRAID OF THE OPINION OF THOSE WHO MIGHT PERUSE HIS TREATISE, AND WHO MIGHT SUPPOSE HIM TO BE AN ATHEIST; WHEREAS, IF HE HAD PAID RESPECT TO WHAT APPEARED TO HIM TO BE THE TRUTH, HE WOULD NOT HAVE FEIGNER TO REGARD THEM AS GODS. NOW TO EITHER OF THE ALLEGATIONS WE ARE READY WITH AN ANSWER. LET US, ACCORDINGLY, TO THOSE WHO DO NOT REGARD THEM AS GODS REPLY AS FOLLOWS: THESE BEINGS, THEN, ARE NOT GODS AT ALL; BUT AGREEABLY TO THE VIEW OF THOSE WHO THINK THAT THE SOUL OF MAN PERISHES IMMEDIATELY (AFTER DEATH), THE SOULS OF THESE MEN ALSO PERISHED; OR ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF THOSE WHO SAY THAT THE SOUL CONTINUES TO SUBSIST OR IS IMMORTAL, THESE MEN CONTINUE TO EXIST OR ARE IMMORTAL, AND THEY ARE NOT GODS BUT HEROES,--OR NOT EVEN HEROES, BUT SIMPLY SOULS. IF, THEN, ON THE ONE HAND, YOU SUPPOSE THEM NOT TO EXIST, WE SHALL HAVE TO PROVE THE DOCTRINE OF THE SOUL'S IMMORTALITY, WHICH IS TO US A DOCTRINE OF PRE-EMINENT IMPORTANCE; IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY DO EXIST, WE HAVE STILL TO PROVE THE DOCTRINE OF IMMORTALITY, NOT ONLY BY WHAT THE GREEKS HAVE SO WELL SAID REGARDING IT, BUT ALSO IN A MANNER AGREEABLE TO THE TEACHING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE. AND WE SHALL DEMONSTRATE THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THOSE WHO WERE POLYTHEISTS DURING THEIR LIVES TO OBTAIN A BETTER COUNTRY AND POSITION AFTER THEIR DEPARTURE FROM THIS WORLD, BY QUOTING THE HISTORIES THAT ARE RELATED OF THEM, IN WHICH IS RECORDED THE GREAT DISSOLUTENESS OF HERCULES, AND HIS EFFEMINATE BONDAGE WITH OMPHALE, TOGETHER WITH THE STATEMENTS REGARDING AESCULAPIUS, THAT THEIR ZEUS STRUCK HIM DEAD BY A THUNDERBOLT. AND OF THE DIOSCURI, IT WILL BE SAID THAT THEY DIE OFTEN- "AT ONE TIME LIVE ON ALTERNATE DAYS, AND AT ANOTHER DIE, AND OBTAIN HONOR EQUALLY WITH THE GODS." HOW, THEN, CAN THEY REASONABLY IMAGINE THAT ONE OF THESE IS TO BE REGARDED AS A GOD OR A HERO? 
CHAP. XXIII. 
BUT WE, IN PROVING THE FACTS RELATED OF OUR JESUS FROM THE PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES, AND COMPARING AFTERWARDS HIS HISTORY WITH THEM, DEMONSTRATE THAT NO DISSOLUTENESS ON HIS PART IS RECORDED. FOR EVEN THEY WHO CONSPIRED AGAINST HIM, AND WHO SOUGHT FALSE WITNESSES TO AID THEM, DID NOT FIND EVEN ANY PLAUSIBLE GROUNDS FOR ADVANCING A FALSE CHARGE AGAINST HIM, SO AS TO ACCUSE HIM OF LICENTIOUSNESS; BUT HIS DEATH WAS INDEED THE RESULT OF A CONSPIRACY, AND BORE NO RESEMBLANCE TO THE DEATH OF AESCULAPIUS BY LIGHTNING. AND WHAT IS THERE THAT IS VENERABLE IN THE MADMAN DIONYSUS, AND HIS FEMALE GARMENTS, THAT HE SHOULD BE WORSHIPPED AS A GOD? AND IF THEY WHO WOULD DEFEND SUCH BEINGS BETAKE THEMSELVES TO ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETATIONS, WE MUST EXAMINE EACH INDIVIDUAL INSTANCE, AND ASCERTAIN WHETHER IT IS WELL FOUNDED, AND ALSO IN EACH PARTICULAR CASE, WHETHER THOSE BEINGS CAN HAVE A REAL EXISTENCE, AND ARE DESERVING OF RESPECT AND WORSHIP WHO WERE TORN BY THE TITANS, AND CAST DOWN FROM THEIR HEAVENLY THRONE. WHEREAS OUR JESUS, WHO APPEARED TO THE MEMBERS OF HIS OWN TROOP--FOR I WILL TAKE THE WORD THAT CELSUS EMPLOYS--DID REALLY APPEAR, AND CELSUS MAKES A FALSE ACCUSATION AGAINST THE GOSPEL IN SAYING THAT WHAT APPEARED WAS A SHADOW. AND LET THE STATEMENTS OF THEIR HISTORIES AND THAT OF JESUS BE CAREFULLY COMPARED TOGETHER. WILL CELSUS HAVE THE FORMER TO BE TRUE, BUT THE LATTER, ALTHOUGH RECORDED BY EYE-WITNESSES WHO SHOWED BY THEIR ACTS THAT THEY CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THE NATURE OF WHAT THEY HAD SEEN, AND WHO MANIFESTED THEIR STATE OF MIND BY WHAT THEY CHEERFULLY UNDERWENT FOR THE SAKE OF HIS GOSPEL, TO BE INVENTIONS? NOW, WHO IS THERE THAT, DESIRING TO ACT ALWAYS IN CONFORMITY WITH RIGHT REASON, WOULD YIELD HIS ASSENT AT RANDOM TO WHAT IS RELATED OF THE ONE, BUT WOULD RUSH TO THE HISTORY OF JESUS, AND WITHOUT EXAMINATION REFUSE TO BELIEVE WHAT IS RECORDED OF HIM? 
CHAP. XXIV. 
AND AGAIN, WHEN IT IS SAID OF AESCULAPIUS THAT A GREAT MULTITUDE BOTH OF GREEKS AND BARBARIANS ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THEY HAVE FREQUENTLY SEEN, AND STILL SEE, NO MERE PHANTOM, BUT AESCULAPIUS HIMSELF, HEALING AND DOING GOOD, AND FORETELLING THE FUTURE; CELSUS REQUIRES US TO BELIEVE THIS, AND FINDS NO FAULT WITH THE BELIEVERS IN JESUS, WHEN WE EXPRESS OUR BELIEF IN SUCH STORIES, BUT WHEN WE GIVE OUR ASSENT TO THE DISCIPLES, AND EYE-WIT-NESSES OF THE MIRACLES OF JESUS, WHO CLEARLY MANIFEST THE HONESTY OF THEIR CONVICTIONS (BECAUSE WE SEE THEIR GUILELESSNESS, AS FAR AS IT IS POSSIBLE TO SEE THE CONSCIENCE REVEALED IN WRITING), WE ARE CALLED BY HIM A SET OF "SILLY" INDIVIDUALS, ALTHOUGH HE CANNOT DEMONSTRATE THAT AN INCALCULABLE NUMBER, AS HE ASSERTS, OF GREEKS AND BARBARIANS ACKNOWLEDGE THE EXISTENCE OF AESCULAPIUS; WHILE WE, IF WE DEEM THIS A MATTER OF IMPORTANCE, CAN CLEARLY SHOW A COUNTLESS MULTITUDE OF GREEKS AND BARBARIANS WHO ACKNOWLEDGE THE EXISTENCE OF JESUS. AND SOME GIVE EVIDENCE OF THEIR HAVING RECEIVED THROUGH THIS FAITH A MARVELOUS POWER BY THE CURES WHICH THEY PERFORM, REVOKING NO OTHER NAME OVER THOSE WHO NEED THEIR HELP THAN THAT OF THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, AND OF JESUS, ALONG WITH A MENTION OF HIS HISTORY. FOR BY THESE MEANS WE TOO HAVE SEEN MANY PERSONS FREED FROM GRIEVOUS CALAMITIES, AND FROM DISTRACTIONS OF MIND, AND MADNESS, AND COUNTLESS OTHER ILLS, WHICH COULD BE CURED NEITHER BY MEN NOR DEVILS. 
CHAP. XXV. 
NOW, IN ORDER TO GRANT THAT THERE DID EXIST A HEALING SPIRIT NAMED AESCULAPIUS, WHO USED TO CURE THE BODIES OF MEN, I WOULD SAY TO THOSE WHO ARE ASTONISHED AT SUCH AN OCCURRENCE, OR AT THE PROPHETIC KNOWLEDGE OF APOLLO, THAT SINCE THE CURE OF BODIES IS A THING INDIFFERENT, AND A MATTER WITHIN THE REACH NOT MERELY OF THE GOOD, BUT ALSO OF THE BAD; AND AS THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THE FUTURE IS ALSO A THING INDIFFERENT--FOR THE POSSESSOR OF FOREKNOWLEDGE DOES NOT NECESSARILY MANIFEST THE POSSESSION OF VIRTUE--YOU MUST SHOW THAT THEY WHO PRACTICE HEALING OR WHO FORETELL THE FUTURE ARE IN NO RESPECT WICKED, BUT EXHIBIT A PERFECT PATTERN OF VIRTUE, AND ARE NOT FAR FROM BEING REGARDED AS GODS. BUT THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SHOW THAT THEY ARE VIRTUOUS WHO PRACTICE THE ART OF HEALING, OR WHO ARE GIFTED WITH FOREKNOWLEDGE, SEEING MANY WHO ARE NOT FIT TO LIVE ARE RELATED TO HAVE BEEN HEALED; AND THESE, TOO, PERSONS WHOM, AS LEADING IMPROPER LIVES, NO WISE PHYSICIAN WOULD WISH TO HEAL. AND IN THE RESPONSES OF THE PYTHIAN ORACLE ALSO YOU MAY FIND SOME INJUNCTIONS WHICH ARE NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON, TWO OF WHICH WE WILL ADDUCE ON THE PRESENT OCCASION; VIZ., WHEN IT GAVE COMMANDMENT THAT CLEOMEDES--THE BOXER, I SUPPOSE--SHOULD BE HONORED WITH DIVINE HONORS, SEEING SOME GREAT IMPORTANCE OR OTHER ATTACHING TO HIS PUGILISTIC SKILL, BUT DID NOT CONFER EITHER UPON PYTHAGORAS OR UPON SOCRATES THE HONORS WHICH IT AWARDED TO PUGILISM; AND ALSO WHEN IT CALLED ARCHILOCHUS "THE SERVANT OF THE MUSES"--A MAN WHO EMPLOYED HIS POETIC POWERS UPON TOPICS OF THE MOST WICKED AND LICENTIOUS NATURE, AND WHOSE PUBLIC CHARACTER WAS DISSOLUTE AND IMPURE--AND ENTITLED HIM "PIOUS," IN RESPECT OF HIS BEING THE SERVANT OF THE MUSES, WHO ARE DEEMED TO BE GODDESSES! NOW I AM INCLINED TO THINK THAT NO ONE WOULD ASSERT THAT HE WAS A "PIOUS" MAN WHO WAS NOT ADORNED WITH ALL MODERATION AND VIRTUE, OR THAT A DECOROUS MAN WOULD UTTER SUCH EXPRESSIONS AS ARE CONTAINED IN THE UNSEEMLY IAMBICS OF ARCHILOCHUS. AND IF NOTHING THAT IS DIVINE IN ITSELF IS SHOWN TO BELONG EITHER TO THE HEALING SKILL OF AESCULAPIUS OR THE PROPHETIC POWER OF APOLLO, HOW COULD ANY ONE, EVEN WERE I TO GRANT THAT THE FACTS ARE AS ALLEGED, REASONABLY WORSHIP THEM AS PURE DIVINITIES?--AND ESPECIALLY WHEN THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT OF APOLLO, PURE FROM ANY BODY OF EARTH, SECRETLY ENTERS THROUGH THE PRIVATE PARTS THE PERSON OF HER WHO IS CALLED THE PRIESTESS, AS SHE IS SEATED AT THE MOUTH OF THE PYTHIAN CAVE! WHEREAS REGARDING JESUS AND HIS POWER WE HAVE NO SUCH NOTION; FOR THE BODY WHICH WAS BORN OF THE VIRGIN WAS COMPOSED OF HUMAN MATERIAL, AND CAPABLE OF RECEIVING HUMAN WOUNDS AND DEATH. 
CHAP. XXVI. 
LET US SEE WHAT CELSUS SAYS NEXT, WHEN HE ADDUCES FROM HISTORY MARVELOUS OCCURRENCES, WHICH IN THEMSELVES SEEM TO BE INCREDIBLE, BUT WHICH ARE NOT DISCREDITED BY HIM, SO FAR AT LEAST AS APPEARS FROM HIS WORDS. AND, IN THE FIRST PLACE, REGARDING ARISTEAS OF PROCONNESUS, OF WHOM HE SPEAKS AS FOLLOWS: "THEN, WITH RESPECT TO ARISTEAS OF PROCONNESUS, WHO DISAPPEARED FROM AMONG MEN IN A MANNER SO INDICATIVE OF DIVINE INTERVENTION, AND WHO SHOWED HIMSELF AGAIN IN SO UNMISTAKABLE A FASHION, AND ON MANY SUBSEQUENT OCCASIONS VISITED MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD, AND ANNOUNCED MARVELOUS EVENTS, AND WHOM APOLLO ENJOINED THE INHABITANTS OF METAPONTIUM TO REGARD AS A GOD, NO ONE CONSIDERS HIM TO BE A GOD." THIS ACCOUNT HE APPEARS TO HAVE TAKEN FROM PINDAR AND HERODOTUS. IT WILL BE SUFFICIENT, HOWEVER, AT PRESENT TO QUOTE THE STATEMENT OF THE LATTER WRITER FROM THE FOURTH BOOK OF HIS HISTORIES, WHICH IS TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT: "OF WHAT COUNTRY ARISTEAS, WHO MADE THESE VERSES, WAS, HAS ALREADY BEEN MENTIONED, AND I SHALL NOW RELATE THE ACCOUNT I HEARD OF HIM IN PROCONNESUS AND CYZICUS. THEY SAY THAT ARISTEAS, WHO WAS INFERIOR TO NONE OF THE CITIZENS BY BIRTH, ENTERING INTO A FULLER'S SHOP IN PROCONNESUS, DIED SUDDENLY, AND THAT THE FULLER, HAVING CLOSED HIS WORKSHOP, WENT TO ACQUAINT THE RELATIVES OF THE DECEASED. WHEN THE REPORT HAD SPREAD THROUGH THE CITY THAT ARISTEAS WAS DEAD, A CERTAIN CYZICENIAN, ARRIVING FROM ARTACE, FELL INTO A DISPUTE WITH THOSE WHO MADE THE REPORT, AFFIRMING THAT HE HAD MET AND CONVERSED WITH HIM ON HIS WAY TO CYZICUS, AND HE VEHEMENTLY DISPUTED THE TRUTH OF THE REPORT; BUT THE RELATIONS OF THE DECEASED WENT TO THE FULLER'S SHOP, TAKING WITH THEM WHAT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE PURPOSE OF CARRYING THE BODY AWAY; BUT WHEN THE HOUSE WAS OPENED, ARISTEAS WAS NOT TO BE SEEN, EITHER DEAD OR ALIVE. THEY SAY THAT AFTERWARDS, IN THE SEVENTH YEAR, HE APPEARED IN PROCONNESUS, COMPOSED THOSE VERSES WHICH BY THE GREEKS ARE NOW CALLED ARIMASPIAN, AND HAVING COMPOSED THEM, DISAPPEARED A SECOND TIME. SUCH IS THE STORY CURRENT IN THESE CITIES. BUT THESE THINGS I KNOW HAPPENED TO THE METAPONTINES IN ITALY 340 YEARS AFTER THE SECOND DISAPPEARANCE OF ARISTEAS, AS I DISCOVERED BY COMPUTATION IN PROCONNESUS AND METAPONTIUM. THE METAPONTINES SAY THAT ARISTEAS HIMSELF, HAVING APPEARED IN THEIR COUNTRY, EXHORTED THEM TO ERECT AN ALTAR TO APOLLO, AND TO PLACE NEAR IT A STATUE BEATING THE NAME OF ARISTEAS THE PROCONNESIAN; FOR HE SAID THAT APOLLO HAD VISITED THEIR COUNTRY ONLY OF ALL THE ITALIANS, AND THAT HE HIMSELF, WHO WAS NOW ARISTEAS, ACCOMPANIED HIM; AND THAT WHEN HE ACCOMPANIED THE GOD HE WAS A CROW; AND AFTER SAYING THIS HE VANISHED. AND THE METAPONTINES SAY THEY SENT TO DELPHI TO INQUIRE OF THE GOD WHAT THE APPARITION OF THE MAN MEANT; BUT THE PYTHIAN BADE THEM OBEY THE APPARITION, AND IF THEY OBEYED IT WOULD CONDUCE TO THEIR BENEFIT. THEY ACCORDINGLY, HAVING RECEIVED THIS ANSWER, FULFILLED THE INJUNCTIONS. AND NOW, A STATUE BEATING THE NAME OF ARISTEAS IS PLACED NEAR THE IMAGE OF APOLLO, AND AROUND ITS LAURELS ARE PLANTED: THE IMAGE IS PLACED IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE. THUS, MUCH CONCERNING ARISTEAS." 
CHAP. XXVII. 
NOW, IN ANSWER TO THIS ACCOUNT OF ARISTEAS, WE HAVE TO SAY, THAT IF CELSUS HAD ADDUCED IT AS HISTORY, WITHOUT SIGNIFYING HIS OWN ASSENT TO ITS TRUTH, IT IS IN A DIFFERENT WAY THAT WE SHOULD HAVE MET HIS ARGUMENT. BUT SINCE HE ASSERTS THAT HE "DISAPPEARED THROUGH THE INTERVENTION OF THE DIVINITY," AND "SHOWED HIMSELF AGAIN IN AN UNMISTAKABLE MANNER," AND "VISITED MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD," AND "MADE MARVELOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS;" AND, MOREOVER, THAT THERE WAS "AN ORACLE OF APOLLO, ENJOINING THE METAPONTINES TO TREAT ARISTEAS AS A GOD," HE GIVES THE ACCOUNTS RELATING TO HIM AS UPON HIS OWN AUTHORITY, AND WITH HIS FULL ASSENT. AND (THIS BEING THE CASE), WE ASK, HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THAT, WHILE SUPPOSING THE MARVELS RELATED BY THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS REGARDING THEIR MASTER TO BE WHOLLY FICTITIOUS, AND FINDING FAULT WITH THOSE WHO BELIEVE THEM, YOU, O CELSUS, DO NOT REGARD THESE STORIES OF YOURS TO BE EITHER PRODUCTS OF JUGGLERY OR INVENTIONS? AND HOW, WHILE CHARGING OTHERS WITH AN IRRATIONAL BELIEF IN THE MARVELS RECORDED OF JESUS, CAN YOU SHOW YOURSELF JUSTIFIED IN GIVING CREDENCE TO SUCH STATEMENT AS THE ABOVE, WITHOUT PRODUCING SOME PROOF OR EVIDENCE OF THE ALLEGED OCCURRENCES HAVING TAKEN PLACE? OR DO HERODOTUS AND PINDAR APPEAR TO YOU TO SPEAK THE TRUTH, WHILE THEY WHO HAVE MADE IT THEIR CONCERN TO DIE FOR THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS, AND WHO HAVE LEFT TO THEIR SUCCESSORS WRITINGS SO REMARKABLE ON THE TRUTHS WHICH THEY BELIEVED, ENTERED FOR THE SAKE OF "FICTIONS" (AS YOU CONSIDER THEM), AND "MYTHS," AND "JUGGLERIES," UPON A STRUGGLE WHICH ENTAILS A LIFE OF DANGER AND A DEATH OF VIOLENCE? PLACE YOURSELF, THEN, AS A NEUTRAL PARTY, BETWEEN WHAT IS RELATED OF ARISTEAS AND WHAT IS RECORDED OF JESUS, AND SEE WHETHER, FROM THE RESULT, AND FROM THE BENEFITS WHICH HAVE ACCRUED FROM THE REFORMATION OF MORALS, AND TO THE WORSHIP OF THE GOD WHO IS OVER ALL THINGS, IT IS NOT ALLOWABLE TO CONCLUDE THAT WE MUST BELIEVE THE EVENTS RECORDED OF JESUS NOT TO HAVE HAPPENED WITHOUT THE DIVINE INTERVENTION, BUT THAT THIS WAS NOT THE CASE WITH THE STORY OF ARISTEAS THE PROCONNESIAN. 
CHAP. XXVIII. 
FOR WITH WHAT PURPOSE IN VIEW DID PROVIDENCE ACCOMPLISH THE MARVELS RELATED OF ARISTEAS? AND TO CONFER WHAT BENEFIT UPON THE HUMAN RACE DID SUCH REMARKABLE EVENTS, AS YOU REGARD THEM, TAKE PLACE? YOU CANNOT ANSWER. BUT WE, WHEN WE RELATE THE EVENTS OF THE HISTORY OF JESUS, HAVE NO ORDINARY DEFENSE TO OFFER FOR THEIR OCCURRENCE;--THIS, VIZ., THAT GOD DESIRED TO COMMEND THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS AS A DOCTRINE WHICH WAS TO SAVE MANKIND, AND WHICH WAS BASED, INDEED, UPON THE APOSTLES AS FOUNDATIONS OF THE RISING EDIFICE OF CHRISTIANITY, BUT WHICH INCREASED IN MAGNITUDE ALSO IN THE SUCCEEDING AGES, IN WHICH NOT A FEW CURES ARE WROUGHT IN THE NAME OF JESUS, AND CERTAIN OTHER MANIFESTATIONS OF NO SMALL MOMENT HAVE TAKEN PLACE. NOW WHAT SORT OF PERSON IS APOLLO, WHO ENJOINED THE METAPONTINES TO TREAT ARISTEAS AS A GOD? AND WITH WHAT OBJECT DOES HE DO THIS? AND WHAT ADVANTAGE WAS HE PROCURING TO THE METAPONTINES FROM THIS DIVINE WORSHIP, IF THEY WERE TO REGARD HIM AS A GOD, WHO A LITTLE AGO WAS A MORTAL? AND YET THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF APOLLO (VIEWED BY US AS A DEMON WHO HAS OBTAINED THE HONOUR OF LIBATION AND SACRIFICIAL ODORS) REGARDING THIS ARISTEAS APPEAR TO YOU TO BE WORTHY OF CONSIDERATION; WHILE THOSE OF THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, AND OF HIS HOLY ANGELS, MADE KNOWN BEFOREHAND THROUGH THE PROPHETS--NOT AFTER THE BIRTH OF JESUS, BUT BEFORE HE APPEARED AMONG MEN--DO NOT STIR YOU UP TO ADMIRATION, NOT MERELY OF THE PROPHETS WHO RECEIVED THE DIVINE SPIRIT, BUT OF HIM ALSO WHO WAS THE OBJECT OF THEIR PREDICTIONS, WHOSE ENTRANCE INTO LIFE WAS SO CLEARLY PREDICTED MANY YEARS BEFOREHAND BY NUMEROUS PROPHETS, THAT THE WHOLE JEWISH PEOPLE WHO WERE HANGING IN EXPECTATION OF THE COMING OF HIM WHO WAS LOOKED FOR, DID, AFTER THE ADVENT OF JESUS, FALL INTO A KEEN DISPUTE WITH EACH OTHER; AND THAT A GREAT MULTITUDE OF THEM ACKNOWLEDGED CHRIST, AND BELIEVED HIM TO BE THE OBJECT OF PROPHECY, WHILE OTHERS DID NOT BELIEVE IN HIM, BUT, DESPISING THE MEEKNESS OF THOSE WHO, ON ACCOUNT OF THE TEACHING OF JESUS, WERE UNWILLING TO CAUSE EVEN THE MOST TRIFLING SEDITION, DARED TO INFLICT ON JESUS THOSE CRUELTIES WHICH HIS DISCIPLES HAVE SO TRUTHFULLY AND CANDIDLY RECORDED, WITHOUT SECRETLY OMITTING FROM THEIR MARVELOUS HISTORY OF HIM WHAT SEEMS TO THE MULTITUDE TO BRING DISGRACE UPON THE DOCTRINE OF CHRISTIANITY. BUT BOTH JESUS HIMSELF AND HIS DISCIPLES DESIRED THAT HIS FOLLOWERS SHOULD BELIEVE NOT MERELY IN HIS GODHEAD AND MIRACLES, AS IF HE HAD NOT ALSO BEEN A PARTAKER OF HUMAN NATURE, AND HAD ASSUMED THE HUMAN FLESH WHICH "LUSTETH AGAINST THE SPIRIT;" BUT THEY SAW ALSO THAT THE POWER WHICH HAD DESCENDED INTO HUMAN NATURE, AND INTO THE MIDST OF HUMAN MISERIES, AND WHICH HAD ASSUMED A HUMAN SOUL AND BODY, CONTRIBUTED THROUGH FAITH, ALONG WITH ITS DIVINE ELEMENTS, TO THE SALVATION OF BELIEVERS, WHEN THEY SEE THAT FROM HIM THERE BEGAN THE UNION OF THE DIVINE WITH THE HUMAN NATURE, IN ORDER THAT THE HUMAN, BY COMMUNION WITH THE DIVINE, MIGHT RISE TO BE DIVINE, NOT IN JESUS ALONE, BUT IN ALL THOSE WHO NOT ONLY BELIEVE, BUT S ENTER UPON THE LIFE WHICH JESUS TAUGHT, AND WHICH ELEVATES TO FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD AND COMMUNION WITH HIM EVERY ONE WHO LIVES ACCORDING TO THE PRECEPTS OF JESUS. 
CHAP. XXIX. 
ACCORDING TO CELSUS, THEN, APOLLO WISHED THE METAPONTINES TO TREAT ARISTEAS AS A GOD. BUT AS THE METAPONTINES CONSIDERED THE EVIDENCE IN FAVOUR OF ARISTEAS BEING A MAN--AND PROBABLY NOT A VIRTUOUS ONE--TO BE STRONGER THAN THE DECLARATION OF THE ORACLE TO THE EFFECT THAT HE WAS A GOD OR WORTHY OF DIVINE HONOURS, THEY FOR THAT REASON WOULD NOT OBEY APOLLO, AND CONSEQUENTLY NO ONE REGARDED ARISTEAS AS A GOD. BUT WITH RESPECT TO JESUS WE WOULD SAY THAT, AS IT WAS OF ADVANTAGE TO THE HUMAN RACE TO ACCEPT HIM AS THE SON OF GOD--GOD COME IN A HUMAN SOUL AND BODY--AND AS THIS DID NOT SEEM TO BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE GLUTTONOUS APPETITES OF THE DEMONS WHICH LOVE BODIES, AND TO THOSE WHO DEEM THEM TO BE GODS ON THAT ACCOUNT, THE DEMONS THAT ARE ON EARTH (WHICH ARE SUPPOSED TO BE GODS BY THOSE WHO ARE NOT INSTRUCTED IN THE NATURE OF DEMONS), AND ALSO THEIR WORSHIPPERS, WERE DESIROUS TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS; FOR THEY SAW THAT THE LIBATIONS AND ODOURS IN WHICH THEY GREEDILY DELIGHTED WERE BEING SWEPT AWAY BY THE PREVALENCE OF THE INSTRUCTIONS OF JESUS. BUT THE GOD WHO SENT JESUS DISSIPATED ALL THE CONSPIRACIES OF THE DEMONS, AND MADE THE GOSPEL OF JESUS TO PREVAIL THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD FOR THE CONVERSION AND REFORMATION OF MEN, AND CAUSED CHURCHES TO BE EVERYWHERE ESTABLISHED IN OPPOSITION TO THOSE OF SUPERSTITIOUS AND LICENTIOUS AND WICKED MEN; FOR SUCH IS THE CHARACTER OF THE MULTITUDES WHO CONSTITUTE THE CITIZENS IN THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE VARIOUS CITIES. WHEREAS THE CHURCHES OF GOD WHICH ARE INSTRUCTED BY CHRIST, WHEN CAREFULLY CONTRASTED WITH THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE DISTRICTS IN WHICH THEY ARE SITUATED, ARE AS BEACONS IN THE WORLD; FOR WHO WOULD NOT ADMIT THAT EVEN THE INFERIOR MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH, AND THOSE WHO IN COMPARISON WITH THE BETTER ARE LESS WORTHY, ARE NEVERTHELESS MORE EXCELLENT THAN MANY OF THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE ASSEMBLIES IN THE DIFFERENT DISTRICTS? 
CHAP. XXX. 
FOR THE CHURCH OF GOD, E.G., WHICH IS AT ATHENS, IS A MEEK AND STABLE BODY, AS BEING ONE WHICH DESIRES TO PLEASE GOD, WHO IS OVER ALL THINGS; WHEREAS THE ASSEMBLY OF THE ATHENIANS IS GIVEN TO SEDITION, AND IS NOT AT ALL TO BE COMPARED TO THE CHURCH OF GOD IN THAT CITY. AND YOU MAY SAY THE SAME THING OF THE CHURCH OF GOD AT CORINTH, AND OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CORINTHIAN PEOPLE; AND ALSO, OF THE CHURCH OF GOD AT ALEXANDRIA, AND OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE PEOPLE OF ALEXANDRIA. AND IF HE WHO HEARS THIS BE A CANDID MAN, AND ONE WHO INVESTIGATES THINGS WITH A DESIRE TO ASCERTAIN THE TRUTH, HE WILL BE FILLED WITH ADMIRATION OF HIM WHO NOT ONLY CONCEIVED THE DESIGN, BUT ALSO WAS ABLE TO SECURE IN ALL PLACES THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CHURCHES OF GOD ALONGSIDES OF THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE PEOPLE IN EACH CITY. IN LIKE MANNER, ALSO, IN COMPARING THE COUNCIL OF THE CHURCH OF GOD WITH THE COUNCIL IN ANY CITY, YOU WOULD FIND THAT CERTAIN COUNCILORS OF THE CHURCH ARE WORTHY TO RULE IN THE CITY OF GOD, IF THERE BE ANY SUCH CITY IN THE WHOLE WORLD; WHEREAS THE COUNCILORS IN ALL OTHER PLACES EXHIBIT IN THEIR CHARACTERS NO QUALITY WORTHY OF THE CONVENTIONAL SUPERIORITY WHICH THEY APPEAR TO ENJOY OVER THEIR FELLOW-CITIZENS. AND SO, TOO, YOU MUST COMPARE THE RULER OF THE CHURCH IN EACH CITY WITH THE RULER OF THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY, IN ORDER TO OBSERVE THAT EVEN AMONGST THOSE COUNCILORS AND RULERS OF THE CHURCH OF GOD WHO COME VERY FAR SHORT OF THEIR DUTY, AND WHO LEAD MORE INDOLENT LIVES THAN OTHERS WHO ARE MORE ENERGETIC, IT IS NEVERTHELESS POSSIBLE TO DISCOVER A GENERAL SUPERIORITY IN WHAT RELATES TO THE PROGRESS OF VIRTUE OVER THE CHARACTERS OF THE COUNCILORS AND RULERS IN THE VARIOUS CITIES. 
CHAP. XXXI. 
NOW IF THESE THINGS BE SO, WHY SHOULD IT NOT BE CONSISTENT WITH REASON TO HOLD WITH REGARD TO JESUS, WHO WAS ABLE TO EFFECT RESULTS SO GREAT, THAT THERE DWELT IN HIM NO ORDINARY DIVINITY? WHILE THIS WAS NOT THE CASE EITHER WITH THE PROCONNESIAN ARISTEAS (ALTHOUGH APOLLO WOULD HAVE HIM REGARDED AS A GOD), OR WITH THE OTHER INDIVIDUALS ENUMERATED BY CELSUS WHEN HE SAYS, "NO ONE REGARDS ABARIS THE HYPERBOREAN AS A GOD, WHO WAS POSSESSED OF SUCH POWER AS TO BE BORNE ALONG LIKE AN ARROW FROM A BOW." FOR WITH WHAT OBJECT DID THE DEITY WHO BESTOWED UPON THIS HYPERBOREAN ABARIS THE POWER OF BEING CARRIED ALONG LIKE AN ARROW, CONFER UPON HIM SUCH A GIFT? WAS IT THAT THE HUMAN RACE MIGHT BE BENEFITED THEREBY, OR DID HE HIMSELF OBTAIN ANY ADVANTAGE FROM THE POSSESSION OF SUCH A POWER? ALWAYS SUPPOSING IT TO BE CONCEDED THAT THESE STATEMENTS ARE NOT WHOLLY INVENTIONS, BUT THAT THE THING ACTUALLY HAPPENED THROUGH THE CO-OPERATION OF SOME DEMON. BUT IF IT BE RECORDED THAT MY JESUS WAS RECEIVED UP INTO GLORY, I PERCEIVE THE DIVINE ARRANGEMENT IN SUCH AN ACT, VIZ., BECAUSE GOD, WHO BROUGHT THIS TO PASS, COMMENDS IN THIS WAY THE TEACHER TO THOSE WHO WITNESSED IT, IN ORDER THAT AS MEN WHO ARE CONTENDING NOT FOR HUMAN DOCTRINE, BUT FOR DIVINE TEACHING, THEY MAY DEVOTE THEMSELVES AS FAR AS POSSIBLE TO THE GOD WHO IS OVER ALL, AND MAY DO ALL THINGS IN ORDER TO PLEASE HIM, AS THOSE WHO ARE TO RECEIVE IN THE DIVINE JUDGMENT THE REWARD OF THE GOOD OR EVIL WHICH THEY HAVE WROUGHT IN THIS LIFE. 
CHAP. XXXII. 
BUT AS CELSUS NEXT MENTIONS THE CASE OF THE CLAZOMENIAN, SUBJOINING TO THE STORY ABOUT HIM THIS REMARK, "DO THEY NOT REPORT THAT HIS SOUL FREQUENTLY QUITTED HIS BODY, AND FLITTED ABOUT IN AN INCORPOREAL FORM? AND YET MEN DID NOT REGARD HIM AS A GOD," WE HAVE TO ANSWER THAT PROBABLY CERTAIN WICKED DEMONS CONTRIVED THAT SUCH STATEMENTS SHOULD BE COMMITTED TO WRITING (FOR I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THEY CONTRIVED THAT SUCH A THING SHOULD ACTUALLY TAKE PLACE), IN ORDER THAT THE PREDICTIONS REGARDING JESUS, AND THE DISCOURSES UTTERED BY HIM, MIGHT EITHER BE EVIL SPOKEN OF, AS INVENTIONS LIKE THESE, OR MIGHT EXCITE NO SURPRISE, AS NOT BEING MORE REMARKABLE THAN OTHER OCCURRENCES. BUT MY JESUS SAID REGARDING HIS OWN SOUL (WHICH WAS SEPARATED FROM THE BODY, NOT BY VIRTUE OF ANY HUMAN NECESSITY, BUT BY THE MIRACULOUS POWER WHICH WAS GIVEN HIM ALSO FOR THIS PURPOSE): "NO ONE TAKETH MY LIFE FROM ME, BUT I LAY IT DOWN OF MYSELF. I HAVE POWER TO LAY IT DOWN, AND I HAVE POWER TO TAKE IT AGAIN." FOR AS HE HAD POWER TO LAY IT DOWN, HE LAID IT DOWN WHEN HE SAID, "FATHER, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME? AND WHEN HE HAD CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, HE GAVE UP THE GHOST," ANTICIPATING THE PUBLIC EXECUTIONERS OF THE CRUCIFIED, WHO BREAK THE LEGS OF THE VICTIMS, AND WHO DO SO IN ORDER THAT THEIR PUNISHMENT MAY NOT BE FURTHER PROLONGED. AND HE "TOOK HIS LIFE," WHEN HE MANIFESTED HIMSELF TO HIS DISCIPLES, HAVING IN THEIR PRESENCE FORETOLD TO THE UNBELIEVING JEWS, "DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE IT UP AGAIN," AND "HE SPOKE THIS OF THE TEMPLE OF HIS BODY;" THE PROPHETS, MOREOVER, HAVING PREDICTED SUCH A RESULT IN MANY OTHER PASSAGES OF THEIR WRITINGS, AND IN THIS, "MY FLESH ALSO SHALL REST IN HOPE: FOR THOU WILT NOT LEAVE MY SOUL IN HELL, NEITHER WILT THOU SUFFER THINE HOLY ONE TO SEE CORRUPTION." 
CHAP. XXXIII. 
CELSUS, HOWEVER, SHOWS THAT HE HAS READ A GOOD MANY GRECIAN HISTORIES, WHEN HE QUOTES FURTHER WHAT IS TOLD OF CLEOMEDES OF ASTYPALAEA, "WHO," HE RELATES, "ENTERED INTO AN ARK, AND ALTHOUGH SHUT UP WITHIN IT, WAS NOT FOUND THEREIN, BUT THROUGH SOME ARRANGEMENT OF THE DIVINITY, FLEW OUT, WHEN CERTAIN PERSONS HAD CUT OPEN THE ARK IN ORDER TO APPREHEND HIM." NOW THIS STORY, IF AN INVENTION, AS IT APPEARS TO BE, CANNOT BE COMPARED WITH WHAT IS RELATED OF JESUS, SINCE IN THE LIVES OF SUCH MEN THERE IS FOUND NO INDICATION OF THEIR POSSESSING THE DIVINITY WHICH IS ASCRIBED TO THEM; WHEREAS THE DIVINITY OF JESUS IS ESTABLISHED BOTH BY THE EXISTENCE OF THE CHURCHES OF THE SAVED, AND BY THE PROPHECIES UTTERED CONCERNING HIM, AND BY THE CURES WROUGHT IN HIS NAME, AND BY THE WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE WHICH ARE IN HIM, AND THE DEEPER TRUTHS WHICH ARE DISCOVERED BY THOSE WHO KNOW HOW TO ASCEND FROM A SIMPLE FAITH, AND TO INVESTIGATE THE MEANING WHICH LIES IN THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES, AGREEABLY TO THE INJUNCTIONS OF JESUS, WHO SAID, "SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES," AND TO THE WISH OF PAUL, WHO TAUGHT THAT "WE OUGHT TO KNOW HOW TO ANSWER EVERY MAN;" NAY, ALSO OF HIM WHO SAID, "BE READY ALWAYS TO GIVE AN ANSWER TO EVERY MAN THAT ASKETH OF YOU A REASON OF THE FAITHS THAT IS IN YOU." IF HE WISHES TO HAVE IT CONCEDED, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS NOT A FICTION, LET HIM SHOW WITH WHAT OBJECT THIS SUPERNATURAL POWER MADE HIM, THROUGH SOME ARRANGEMENT OF THE DIVINITY, FLEE FROM THE ARK. FOR IF HE WILL ADDUCE ANY REASON WORTHY OF CONSIDERATION, AND POINT OUT ANY PURPOSE WORTHY OF GOD IN CONFERRING SUCH A POWER ON CLEOMEDES, WE WILL DECIDE ON THE ANSWER WHICH WE OUGHT TO GIVE; BUT IF HE FAIL TO SAY ANYTHING CONVINCING ON THE POINT, CLEARLY BECAUSE NO REASON CAN BE DISCOVERED, THEN WE SHALL EITHER SPEAK SLIGHTINGLY OF THE STORY TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT ACCEPTED IT, AND CHARGE IT WITH BEING FALSE, OR WE SHALL SAY THAT SOME DEMONIAC POWER, CASTING A GLAMOUR OVER THE EYES, PRODUCED, IN THE CASE OF THE ASTYPALAEAN, A RESULT LIKE THAT WHICH IS PRODUCED BY THE PERFORMERS OF JUGGLING TRICKS, WHILE CELSUS THINKS THAT WITH RESPECT TO HIM HE HAS SPOKEN LIKE AN ORACLE, WHEN HE SAID THAT "BY SOME DIVINE ARRANGEMENT HE FLEW AWAY FROM THE ARK." 
CHAP. XXXIV. 
I AM, HOWEVER, OF OPINION THAT THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE THE ONLY INSTANCES WITH WHICH CELSUS WAS ACQUAINTED. AND YET, THAT HE MIGHT APPEAR VOLUNTARILY TO PASS BY OTHER SIMILAR CASES, HE SAYS, "AND ONE MIGHT NAME MANY OTHERS OF THE SAME KIND." LET IT BE GRANTED, THEN, THAT MANY SUCH PERSONS HAVE EXISTED WHO CONFERRED NO BENEFIT UPON THE HUMAN RACE: WHAT WOULD EACH ONE OF THEIR ACTS BE FOUND TO AMOUNT TO IN COMPARISON WITH THE WORK OF JESUS, AND THE MIRACLES RELATED OF HIM, OF WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN AT CONSIDERABLE LENGTH? HE NEXT IMAGINES THAT, "IN WORSHIPPING HIM WHO," AS HE SAYS, "WAS TAKEN PRISONER AND PUT TO DEATH, WE ARE ACTING LIKE THE GETAE WHO WORSHIP ZAMOLXIS, AND THE CILICIANS WHO WORSHIP MOPSUS, AND THE ACARNANIANS WHO PAY DIVINE HONOURS TO AMPHILOCHUS, AND LIKE THE THEBANS WHO DO THE SAME TO AMPHIARAUS, AND THE LEBADIANS TO TROPHONIUS." NOW IN THESE INSTANCES WE SHALL PROVE THAT HE HAS COMPARED US TO THE FOREGOING WITHOUT GOOD GROUNDS. FOR THESE DIFFERENT TRIBES ERECTED TEMPLES AND STATUES TO THOSE INDIVIDUALS ABOVE ENUMERATED, WHEREAS WE HAVE REFRAINED FROM OFFERING TO THE DIVINITY HONOUR BY ANY SUCH MEANS (SEEING THEY ARE ADAPTED RATHER TO DEMONS, WHICH ARE SOMEHOW FIXED IN A CERTAIN PLACE WHICH THEY PREFER TO ANY OTHER, OR WHICH TAKE UP THEIR DWELLING, AS IT WERE, AFTER BEING REMOVED (FROM ONE PLACE TO ANOTHER) BY CERTAIN RITES AND INCANTATIONS), AND ARE LOST IN REVERENTIAL WONDER AT JESUS, WHO HAS RECALLED OUR MINDS FROM ALL SENSIBLE THINGS, AS BEING NOT ONLY CORRUPTIBLE, BUT DESTINED TO CORRUPTION, AND ELEVATED THEM TO HONOUR THE GOD WHO IS OVER ALL WITH PRAYERS AND A RIGHTEOUS LIFE, WHICH WE OFFER TO HIM AS BEING INTERMEDIATE BETWEEN THE NATURE OF THE UNCREATED AND THAT OF ALL CREATED THINGS, AND WHO BESTOWS UPON US THE BENEFITS WHICH COME FROM THE FATHER, AND WHO AS HIGH PRIEST CONVEYS OUR PRAYERS TO THE SUPREME GOD. 
CHAP. XXXV. 
BUT I SHOULD LIKE, IN ANSWER TO HIM WHO FOR SOME UNKNOWN REASON ADVANCES SUCH STATEMENTS AS THE ABOVE, TO MAKE IN A CONVERSATIONAL WAY SOME SUCH REMARKS AS THE FOLLOWING, WHICH SEEM NOT INAPPROPRIATE TO HIM. ARE THEN THOSE PERSONS WHOM YOU HAVE MENTIONED NONENTITIES, AND IS THERE NO POWER IN LEBADEA CONNECTED WITH TROPHONIUS, NOR IN THEBES WITH THE TEMPLE OF AMPHIARAUS, NOR IN ACARNANIA WITH AMPHILOCHUS, NOR IN CILICIA WITH MOPSUS? OR IS THERE IN SUCH PERSONS SOME BEING, EITHER A DEMON, OR A HERO, OR EVEN A GOD, WORKING WORKS WHICH ARE BEYOND THE REACH OF MAN? FOR IF HE ANSWER THAT THERE IS NOTHING EITHER DEMONIACAL OR DIVINE ABOUT THESE INDIVIDUALS MORE THAN OTHERS, THEN LET HIM AT ONCE MAKE KNOWN HIS OWN OPINION, AS BEING THAT OF AN EPICUREAN, AND OF ONE WHO DOES NOT HOLD THE SAME VIEWS WITH THE GREEKS, AND WHO NEITHER RECOGNIZES DEMONS NOR WORSHIPS GODS AS DO THE GREEKS; AND LET IT BE SHOWN THAT IT WAS TO NO PURPOSE THAT HE ADDUCED THE INSTANCES PREVIOUSLY ENUMERATED (AS IF HE BELIEVED THEM TO BE TRUE), TOGETHER WITH THOSE WHICH HE ADDS IN THE FOLLOWING PAGES. BUT IF HE WILL ASSERT THAT THE PERSONS SPOKEN OF ARE EITHER DEMONS, OR HEROES, OR EVEN GODS, LET HIM NOTICE THAT HE WILL ESTABLISH BY WHAT HE HAS ADMITTED A RESULT WHICH HE DOES NOT DESIRE, VIZ., THAT JESUS ALSO WAS SOME SUCH BEING; FOR WHICH REASON, TOO, HE WAS ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE TO NOT A FEW THAT HE HAD COME DOWN FROM GOD TO VISIT THE HUMAN RACE. AND IF HE ONCE ADMIT THIS, SEE WHETHER HE WILL NOT BE FORCED TO CONFESS THAT HE IS MIGHTIER THAN THOSE INDIVIDUALS WITH WHOM HE CLASSED HIM, SEEING NONE OF THE LATTER FORBIDS THE OFFERING OF HONOUR TO THE OTHERS; WHILE HE, HAVING CONFIDENCE IN HIMSELF, BECAUSE HE IS MORE POWERFUL THAN ALL THOSE OTHERS, FORBIDS THEM TO BE RECEIVED AS DIVINE BECAUSE THEY ARE WICKED DEMONS, WHO HAVE TAKEN POSSESSION OF PLACES ON EARTH, THROUGH INABILITY TO RISE TO THE PURER AND DIVINER REGION, WHITHER THE GROSSNESSES OF EARTH AND ITS COUNTLESS EVILS CANNOT REACH. 
CHAP. XXXVI. 
BUT AS HE NEXT INTRODUCES THE CASE OF THE FAVOURITE OF ADRIAN (I REFER TO THE ACCOUNTS REGARDING THE YOUTH ANTINOUS, AND THE HONOURS PAID HIM BY THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITY OF ANTINOUS IN EGYPT), AND IMAGINES THAT THE HONOUR PAID TO HIM FALLS LITTLE SHORT OF THAT WHICH WE RENDER TO JESUS, LET US SHOW IN WHAT A SPIRIT OF HOSTILITY THIS STATEMENT IS MADE. FOR WHAT IS THERE IN COMMON BETWEEN A LIFE LIVED AMONG THE FAVOURITES OF ADRIAN, BY ONE WHO DID NOT ABSTAIN EVEN FROM UNNATURAL LUSTS, AND THAT OF THE VENERABLE JESUS, AGAINST WHOM EVEN THEY WHO BROUGHT COUNTLESS OTHER CHARGES, AND WHO TOLD SO MANY FALSEHOODS, WERE NOT ABLE TO ALLEGE THAT HE MANIFESTED, EVEN IN THE SLIGHTEST DEGREE, ANY TENDENCY TO WHAT WAS LICENTIOUS? NAY, FURTHER, IF ONE WERE TO INVESTIGATE, IN A SPIRIT OF TRUTH AND IMPARTIALITY, THE STORIES RELATING TO ANTINOUS, HE WOULD FIND THAT IT WAS DUE TO THE MAGICAL ARTS AND RITES OF THE EGYPTIANS THAT THERE WAS EVEN THE APPEARANCE OF HIS PERFORMING ANYTHING (MARVELOUS) IN THE CITY WHICH BEARS HIS NAME, AND THAT TOO ONLY AFTER HIS DECEASE,--AN EFFECT WHICH IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN PRODUCED IN OTHER TEMPLES BY THE EGYPTIANS, AND THOSE WHO ARE SKILLED IN THE ARTS WHICH THEY PRACTICE. FOR THEY SET UP IN CERTAIN PLACES DEMONS CLAIMING PROPHETIC OR HEALING POWER, AND WHICH FREQUENTLY TORTURE THOSE WHO SEEM TO HAVE COMMITTED ANY MISTAKE ABOUT ORDINARY KINDS OF FOOD, OR ABOUT TOUCHING THE DEAD BODY OF A MAN, THAT THEY MAY HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF ALARMING THE UNEDUCATED MULTITUDE. OF THIS NATURE IS THE BEING THAT IS CONSIDERED TO BE A GOD IN ANTINOOPOLIS IN EGYPT, WHOSE (REPUTED) VIRTUES ARE THE LYING INVENTIONS OF SOME WHO LIVE BY THE GAIN DERIVED THEREFROM; WHILE OTHERS, DECEIVED BY THE DEMON PLACED THERE, AND OTHERS AGAIN CONVICTED BY A WEAK CONSCIENCE, ACTUALLY THINK THAT THEY ARE PAYING A DIVINE PENALTY INFLICTED BY ANTINOUS. OF SUCH A NATURE ALSO ARE THE MYSTERIES WHICH THEY PERFORM, AND THE SEEMING PREDICTIONS WHICH THEY UTTER. FAR DIFFERENT FROM SUCH ARE THOSE OF JESUS. FOR IT WAS NO COMPANY OF SORCERERS, PAYING COURT TO A KING OR RULER AT HIS BIDDING, WHO SEEMED TO HAVE MADE HIM A GOD; BUT THE ARCHITECT OF THE UNIVERSE HIMSELF, IN KEEPING WITH THE MARVELOUSLY PERSUASIVE POWER OF HIS WORDS, COMMENDED HIM AS WORTHY OF HONOUR, NOT ONLY TO THOSE MEN WHO WERE WELL DISPOSED, BUT TO DEMONS ALSO, AND OTHER UNSEEN POWERS, WHICH EVEN AT THE PRESENT TIME SHOW THAT THEY EITHER FEAR THE NAME OF JESUS AS THAT OF A BEING OF SUPERIOR POWER, OR REVERENTIALLY ACCEPT HIM AS THEIR LEGAL RULER. FOR IF THE COMMENDATION HAD NOT BEEN GIVEN HIM BY GOD, THE DEMONS WOULD NOT HAVE WITHDRAWN FROM THOSE WHOM THEY HAD ASSAILED, IN OBEDIENCE TO THE MERE MENTION OF HIS NAME. 
CHAP. XXXVII. 
THE EGYPTIANS, THEN, HAVING BEEN TAUGHT TO WORSHIP ANTINOUS, WILL, IF YOU COMPARE HIM WITH APOLLO OR ZEUS, ENDURE SUCH A COMPARISON, ANTINOUS BEING MAGNIFIED IN THEIR ESTIMATION THROUGH BEING CLASSED WITH THESE DEITIES; FOR CELSUS IS CLEARLY CONVICTED OF FALSEHOOD WHEN HE SAYS, "THAT THEY WILL NOT ENDURE HIS BEING COMPARED WITH APOLLO OR ZEUS." WHEREAS CHRISTIANS (WHO HAVE LEARNED THAT THEIR ETERNAL LIFE CONSISTS IN KNOWING THE ONLY TRUE GOD, WHO IS OVER ALL, AND JESUS CHRIST, WHOM HE HAS SENT; AND WHO HAVE LEARNED ALSO THAT ALL THE GODS OF THE HEATHEN ARE GREEDY DEMONS, WHICH FLIT AROUND SACRIFICES AND BLOOD, AND OTHER SACRIFICIAL ACCOMPANIMENTS, IN ORDER TO DECEIVE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT TAKEN REFUGE WITH THE GOD WHO IS OVER ALL, BUT THAT THE DIVINE AND HOLY ANGELS OF GOD ARE OF A DIFFERENT NATURE AND WILL FROM ALL THE DEMONS ON EARTH, AND THAT THEY ARE KNOWN TO THOSE EXCEEDINGLY FEW PERSONS WHO HAVE CAREFULLY AND INTELLIGENTLY INVESTIGATED THESE MATTERS) WILL NOT ENDURE A COMPARISON TO BE MADE BETWEEN THEM AND APOLLO OR ZEUS, OR ANY BEING WORSHIPPED WITH ODOR AND BLOOD AND SACRIFICES; SOME OF THEM, SO ACTING FROM THEIR EXTREME SIMPLICITY, NOT BEING ABLE TO GIVE A REASON FOR THEIR CONDUCT, BUT SINCERELY OBSERVING THE PRECEPTS WHICH THEY HAVE RECEIVED; OTHERS, AGAIN, FOR REASONS NOT TO BE LIGHTLY REGARDED, NAY, EVEN OF A PROFOUND DESCRIPTION, AND (AS A GREEK WOULD SAY) DRAWN FROM THE INNER NATURE OF THINGS; AND AMONGST THE LATTER OF THESE GOD IS A FREQUENT SUBJECT OF CONVERSATION, AND THOSE WHO ARE HONOURED BY GOD, THROUGH HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN WORD, WITH PARTICIPATION IN HIS DIVINITY, AND THEREFORE ALSO IN HIS NAME. THEY SPEAK MUCH, TOO, BOTH REGARDING THE ANGELS OF GOD AND THOSE WHO ARE OPPOSED TO THE TRUTH, BUT HAVE BEEN DECEIVED; AND WHO, IN CONSEQUENCE OF BEING DECEIVED, CALL THEM GODS OR ANGELS OF GOD, OR GOOD DEMONS [THE ONES ON THE LORD’S SIDE], OR HEROES WHO HAVE BECOME SUCH BY THE TRANSFERENCE INTO THEM OF A GOOD HUMAN SOUL. AND SUCH CHRISTIANS WILL ALSO SHOW, THAT AS IN PHILOSOPHY THERE ARE MANY WHO APPEAR TO BE IN POSSESSION OF THE TRUTH, WHO HAVE YET EITHER DECEIVED THEMSELVES BY PLAUSIBLE ARGUMENTS, OR BY RASHLY ASSENTING TO WHAT WAS BROUGHT FORWARD AND DISCOVERED BY OTHERS; SO ALSO, AMONG THOSE SOULS WHICH EXIST APART FROM BODIES, BOTH ANGELS AND DEMONS, THERE ARE SOME WHICH HAVE BEEN INDUCED BY PLAUSIBLE REASONS TO DECLARE THEMSELVES GODS. AND BECAUSE IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE REASONS OF SUCH THINGS COULD BE DISCOVERED BY MEN WITH PERFECT EXACTNESS, IT WAS DEEMED SAFE THAT NO MORTAL SHOULD ENTRUST HIMSELF TO ANY BEING AS TO GOD, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF JESUS CHRIST, WHO IS, AS IT WERE, THE RULER OVER ALL THINGS, AND WHO BOTH BEHELD THESE WEIGHTY SECRETS, AND MADE THEM KNOWN TO A FEW. 
CHAP. XXXVIII. 
THE BELIEF, THEN, IN ANTINOUS, OR ANY OTHER SUCH PERSON, WHETHER AMONG THE EGYPTIANS OR THE GREEKS, IS, SO TO SPEAK, UNFORTUNATE; WHILE THE BELIEF IN JESUS WOULD SEEM TO BE EITHER A FORTUNATE ONE, OR THE RESULT OF THOROUGH INVESTIGATION, HAVING THE APPEARANCE OF THE FORMER TO THE MULTITUDE, AND OF THE LATTER TO EXCEEDINGLY FEW. AND WHEN I SPEAK OF A CERTAIN BELIEF BEING, AS THE MULTITUDE WOULD CALL IT, UNFORTUNATE, I IN SUCH A CASE REFER THE CAUSE TO GOD, WHO KNOWS THE REASONS OF THE VARIOUS FATES ALLOTTED TO EACH ONE WHO ENTERS HUMAN LIFE. THE GREEKS, MOREOVER, WILL ADMIT THAT EVEN AMONGST THOSE WHO ARE CONSIDERED TO BE MOST LARGELY ENDOWED WITH WISDOM, GOOD FORTUNE HAS HAD MUCH TO DO, AS IN THE CHOICE OF TEACHERS OF ONE KIND RATHER THAN ANOTHER, AND IN MEETING WITH A BETTER CLASS OF INSTRUCTORS (THERE BEING TEACHERS WHO TAUGHT THE MOST OPPOSITE DOCTRINES), AND IN BEING BROUGHT UP IN BETTER CIRCUMSTANCES; FOR THE BRINGING UP OF MANY HAS BEEN AMID SURROUNDINGS OF SUCH A KIND, THAT THEY WERE PREVENTED FROM EVER RECEIVING ANY IDEA OF BETTER THINGS, BUT CONSTANTLY PASSED THEIR LIFE, FROM THEIR EARLIEST YOUTH, EITHER AS THE FAVOURITES OF LICENTIOUS MEN OR OF TYRANTS, OR IN SOME OTHER WRETCHED CONDITION WHICH FORBADE THE SOUL TO LOOK UPWARDS. AND THE CAUSES OF THESE VARIED FORTUNES, ACCORDING TO ALL PROBABILITY, ARE TO BE FOUND IN THE REASONS OF PROVIDENCE, THOUGH IT IS NOT EASY FOR MEN TO ASCERTAIN THESE; BUT I HAVE SAID WHAT I HAVE DONE BY WAY OF DIGRESSION FROM THE MAIN BODY OF MY SUBJECT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE PROVERB, THAT "SUCH IS THE POWER OF FAITH, BECAUSE IT SEIZES THAT WHICH FIRST PRESENTS ITSELF." FOR IT WAS NECESSARY, OWING TO THE DIFFERENT METHODS OF EDUCATION, TO SPEAK OF THE DIFFERENCES OF BELIEF AMONG MEN, SOME OF WHOM ARE MORE, OTHERS LESS FORTUNATE IN THEIR BELIEF; AND FROM THIS TO PROCEED TO SHOW THAT WHAT IS TERMED GOOD OR BAD FORTUNE WOULD APPEAR TO CONTRIBUTE EVEN IN THE CASE OF THE MOST TALENTED, TO THEIR APPEARING TO BE MORE FULLY ENDOWED WITH REASON AND TO GIVE THEIR ASSENT ON GROUNDS OF REASON TO THE MAJORITY OF HUMAN OPINIONS. BUT ENOUGH ON THESE POINTS. 
CHAP. XXXIX. 
WE MUST NOTICE THE REMARKS WHICH CELSUS NEXT MAKES, WHEN HE SAYS TO US, THAT "FAITH, HAVING TAKEN POSSESSION OF OUR MINDS, MAKES US YIELD THE ASSENT WHICH WE GIVE TO THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS;" FOR OF A TRUTH IT IS FAITH WHICH DOES PRODUCE SUCH AN ASSENT. OBSERVE, HOWEVER, WHETHER THAT FAITH DOES NOT OF ITSELF EXHIBIT WHAT IS WORTHY OF PRAISE, SEEING WE ENTRUST OURSELVES TO THE GOD WHO IS OVER ALL, ACKNOWLEDGING OUR GRATITUDE TO HIM WHO HAS LED US TO SUCH A FAITH, AND DECLARING THAT HE COULD NOT HAVE ATTEMPTED OR ACCOMPLISHED SUCH A RESULT WITHOUT THE DIVINE ASSISTANCE. AND WE HAVE CONFIDENCE ALSO IN THE INTENTIONS OF THE WRITERS OF THE GOSPELS, OBSERVING THEIR PIETY AND CONSCIENTIOUSNESS, MANIFESTED IN THEIR WRITINGS, WHICH CONTAIN NOTHING THAT IS SPURIOUS, OR DECEPTIVE, OR FALSE, OR CUNNING; FOR IT IS EVIDENT TO US THAT SOULS UNACQUAINTED WITH THOSE ARTIFICES WHICH ARE TAUGHT BY THE CUNNING SOPHISTRY OF THE GREEKS (WHICH IS CHARACTERIZED BY GREAT PLAUSIBILITY AND ACUTENESS), AND BY THE KIND OF RHETORIC IN VOGUE IN THE COURTS OF JUSTICE, WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE THUS TO INVENT OCCURRENCES WHICH ARE FITTED OF THEMSELVES TO CONDUCT TO FAITH, AND TO A LIFE IN KEEPING WITH FAITH. AND I AM OF OPINION THAT IT WAS ON THIS ACCOUNT THAT JESUS WISHED TO EMPLOY SUCH PERSONS AS TEACHERS OF HIS DOCTRINES, VIZ., THAT THERE MIGHT BE NO GROUND FOR ANY SUSPICION OF PLAUSIBLE SOPHISTRY, BUT THAT IT MIGHT CLEARLY APPEAR TO ALL WHO WERE CAPABLE OF UNDERSTANDING, THAT THE GUILELESS PURPOSE OF THE WRITERS BEING, SO TO SPEAK, MARKED WITH GREAT SIMPLICITY, WAS DEEMED WORTHY OF BEING ACCOMPANIED BY A DIVINER POWER, WHICH ACCOMPLISHED FAR MORE THAN IT SEEMED POSSIBLE COULD BE ACCOMPLISHED BY A PERIPHRASIS OF WORDS, AND A WEAVING OF SENTENCES, ACCOMPANIED BY ALL THE DISTINCTIONS OF GRECIAN ART. 
CHAP. XL. 
BUT OBSERVE WHETHER THE PRINCIPLES OF OUR FAITH, HARMONIZING WITH THE GENERAL IDEAS IMPLANTED IN OUR MINDS AT BIRTH, DO NOT PRODUCE A CHANGE UPON THOSE WHO LISTEN CANDIDLY TO ITS STATEMENTS; FOR ALTHOUGH A PERVERTED VIEW OF THINGS, WITH THE AID OF MUCH INSTRUCTION TO THE SAME EFFECT, HAS BEEN ABLE TO IMPLANT IN THE MINDS OF THE MULTITUDE THE BELIEF THAT IMAGES ARE GODS, AND THAT THINGS MADE OF GOLD, AND SILVER, AND IVORY, AND STONE ARE DESERVING OF WORSHIP, YET COMMON SENSE FORBIDS THE SUPPOSITION THAT GOD IS AT ALL A PIECE OF CORRUPTIBLE MATTER, OR IS HONOURED WHEN MADE TO ASSUME BY MEN A FORM EMBODIED IN DEAD MATTER, FASHIONED ACCORDING TO SOME IMAGE OR SYMBOL OF HIS APPEARANCE. AND THEREFORE, WE SAY AT ONCE OF IMAGES THAT THEY ARE NOT GODS, AND OF SUCH CREATIONS (OF ART) THAT THEY ARE NOT TO BE COMPARED WITH THE CREATOR, BUT ARE SMALL IN CONTRAST WITH THE GOD WHO IS OVER ALL, AND WHO CREATED, AND UPHOLDS, AND GOVERNS THE UNIVERSE. AND THE RATIONAL SOUL RECOGNIZING, AS IT WERE, ITS RELATIONSHIP (TO THE DIVINE), AT ONCE REJECTS WHAT IT FOR A TIME SUPPOSED TO BE GODS, AND RESUMES ITS NATURAL LOVE FOR ITS CREATOR; AND BECAUSE OF ITS AFFECTION TOWARDS HIM, RECEIVES HIM ALSO WHO FIRST PRESENTED THESE TRUTHS TO ALL NATIONS THROUGH THE DISCIPLES WHOM HE HAD APPOINTED, AND WHOM HE SENT FORTH, FURNISHED WITH DIVINE POWER AND AUTHORITY, TO PROCLAIM THE DOCTRINE REGARDING GOD AND HIS KINGDOM. 
CHAP. XLI. 
BUT SINCE HE HAS CHARGED US, I KNOW NOT HOW OFTEN ALREADY, "WITH REGARDING THIS JESUS, WHO WAS BUT A MORTAL BODY, AS A GOD, AND WITH SUPPOSING THAT WE ACT PIOUSLY IN SO DOING," IT IS SUPERFLUOUS TO SAY ANY MORE IN ANSWER TO THIS, AS A GREAT DEAL HAS BEEN SAID IN THE PRECEDING PAGES. AND YET LET THOSE WHO MAKE THIS CHARGE UNDERSTAND THAT HE WHOM WE REGARD AND BELIEVE TO HAVE BEEN FROM THE BEGINNING GOD, AND THE SON OF GOD, IS THE VERY LOGOS, AND THE VERY WISDOM, AND THE VERY TRUTH; AND WITH RESPECT TO HIS MORTAL BODY, AND THE HUMAN SOUL WHICH IT CONTAINED, WE ASSERT THAT NOT BY THEIR COMMUNION MERELY WITH HIM, BUT BY THEIR UNITY AND INTERMIXTURE, THEY RECEIVED THE HIGHEST POWERS, AND AFTER PARTICIPATING IN HIS DIVINITY, WERE CHANGED INTO GOD. AND IF ANY ONE SHOULD FEEL A DIFFICULTY AT OUR SAYING THIS REGARDING HIS BODY, LET HIM ATTEND TO WHAT IS SAID BY THE GREEKS REGARDING MATTER, WHICH, PROPERLY SPEAKING, BEING WITHOUT QUALITIES, RECEIVES SUCH AS THE CREATOR DESIRES TO INVEST IT WITH, AND WHICH FREQUENTLY DIVESTS ITSELF OF THOSE WHICH IT FORMERLY POSSESSED, AND ASSUMES OTHERS OF A DIFFERENT AND HIGHER KIND. AND IF THESE OPINIONS BE CORRECT, WHAT IS THERE WONDERFUL IN THIS, THAT THE MORTAL QUALITY OF THE BODY OF JESUS, IF THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD HAS SO WILLED IT, SHOULD HAVE BEEN CHANGED INTO ONE THAT WAS ETHEREAL AND DIVINE? 
CHAP. XLII. 
CELSUS, THEN, DOES NOT SPEAK AS A GOOD REASONER, WHEN HE COMPARES THE MORTAL FLESH OF JESUS TO GOLD, AND SILVER, AND STONE, ASSERTING THAT THE FORMER IS MORE LIABLE TO CORRUPTION THAN THE LATTER. FOR, TO SPEAK CORRECTLY, THAT WHICH IS INCORRUPTIBLE IS NOT MORE-FREE FROM CORRUPTION THAN ANOTHER THING WHICH IS INCORRUPTIBLE, NOR THAT WHICH IS CORRUPTIBLE MORE LIABLE TO CORRUPTION THAN ANOTHER CORRUPTIBLE THING. BUT, ADMITTING THAT THERE ARE DEGREES OF CORRUPTIBILITY, WE CAN SAY IN ANSWER, THAT IF IT IS POSSIBLE FOR THE MATTER WHICH UNDERLIES ALL QUALITIES TO EXCHANGE SOME OF THEM, HOW SHOULD IT BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE FLESH OF JESUS ALSO TO EXCHANGE QUALITIES, AND TO BECOME SUCH AS IT WAS PROPER FOR A BODY TO BE WHICH HAD ITS ABODE IN THE ETHER AND THE REGIONS ABOVE IT, AND POSSESSING NO LONGER THE INFIRMITIES BELONGING TO THE FLESH, AND THOSE PROPERTIES WHICH CELSUS TERMS "IMPURITIES," AND IN SO TERMING THEM, SPEAKS UNLIKE A PHILOSOPHER? FOR THAT WHICH IS PROPERLY IMPURE, IS SO BECAUSE OF ITS WICKEDNESS. NOW THE NATURE OF BODY IS NOT IMPURE; FOR IN SO FAR AS IT IS BODILY NATURE, IT DOES NOT POSSESS VICE, WHICH IS THE GENERATIVE PRINCIPLE OF IMPURITY. BUT, AS HE HAD A SUSPICION OF THE ANSWER WHICH WE WOULD RETURN, HE SAYS WITH RESPECT TO THE CHANGE OF THE BODY OF JESUS, "WELL, AFTER HE HAS LAID ASIDE THESE QUALITIES, HE WILL BE A GOD:" (AND IF SO), WHY NOT RATHER AESCULAPIUS, AND DIONYSUS, AND HERCULES? TO WHICH WE REPLY, "WHAT GREAT DEED HAS AESCULAPIUS, OR DIONYSUS, OR HERCULES WROUGHT?" AND WHAT INDIVIDUALS WILL THEY BE ABLE TO POINT OUT AS HAVING BEEN IMPROVED IN CHARACTER, AND MADE BETTER BY THEIR WORDS AND LIVES, SO THAT THEY MAY MAKE GOOD THEIR CLAIM TO BE GODS? FOR LET US PERUSE THE MANY NARRATIVES REGARDING THEM, AND SEE WHETHER THEY WERE FREE FROM LICENTIOUSNESS OR INJUSTICE, OR FOLLY, OR COWARDICE. AND IF NOTHING OF THAT KIND BE FOUND IN THEM, THE ARGUMENT OF CELSUS MIGHT HAVE FORCE, WHICH PLACES THE FORENAMED INDIVIDUALS UPON AN EQUALITY WITH JESUS. BUT IF IT IS CERTAIN THAT, ALTHOUGH SOME THINGS ARE REPORTED OF THEM AS REPUTABLE, THEY ARE RECORDED, NEVERTHELESS, TO HAVE DONE INNUMERABLE THINGS WHICH ARE CONTRARY TO RIGHT REASON, HOW COULD YOU ANY LONGER SAY, WITH ANY SHOW OF REASON, THAT THESE MEN, ON PUTTING ASIDE THEIR MORTAL BODY, BECAME GODS RATHER THAN JESUS? 
CHAP. XLIII. 
HE NEXT SAYS OF US, THAT "WE RIDICULE THOSE WHO WORSHIP JUPITER, BECAUSE HIS TOMB IS POINTED OUT IN THE ISLAND OF CRETE; AND YET WE WORSHIP HIM WHO ROSE FROM THE TOMB, ALTHOUGH IGNORANT OF THE GROUNDS ON WHICH THE CRETANS OBSERVE SUCH A CUSTOM." OBSERVE NOW THAT HE THUS UNDERTAKES THE DEFENSE OF THE CRETANS, AND OF JUPITER, AND OF HIS TOMB, ALLUDING OBSCURELY TO THE ALLEGORICAL NOTIONS, IN CONFORMITY WITH WHICH THE MYTH REGARDING JUPITER IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN INVENTED; WHILE HE ASSAILS US WHO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT OUR JESUS HAS BEEN BURIED, INDEED, BUT WHO MAINTAIN THAT HE HAS ALSO BEEN RAISED FROM THE TOMB,--A STATEMENT WHICH THE CRETANS HAVE NOT YET MADE REGARDING JUPITER. BUT SINCE HE APPEARS TO ADMIT THAT THE TOMB OF JUPITER IS IN CRETE, WHEN HE SAYS THAT "WE ARE IGNORANT OF THE GROUNDS ON WHICH THE CRETANS OBSERVE SUCH A CUSTOM," WE REPLY THAT CALLIMACHUS THE CYRENIAN, WHO HAD READ INNUMERABLE POETIC COMPOSITIONS, AND NEARLY THE WHOLE OF GREEK HISTORY, WAS NOT ACQUAINTED WITH ANY ALLEGORICAL MEANING WHICH WAS CONTAINED IN THE STORIES ABOUT JUPITER AND HIS TOMB; AND ACCORDINGLY HE ACCUSES THE CRETANS IN HIS HYMN ADDRESSED TO JUPITER, IN THE WORDS:- "THE CRETANS ARE ALWAYS LIARS: FOR THY TOMB, O KING, THE CRETANS HAVE REARED; AND YET THOU DIDST NOT DIE, FOR THOU EVER LIVEST." NOW HE WHO SAID, "THOU DIDST NOT DIE, FOR THOU EVER LIVEST," IN DENYING THAT JUPITER'S TOMB WAS IN CRETE, RECORDS NEVERTHELESS THAT IN JUPITER THERE WAS THE BEGINNING OF DEATH. BUT BIRTH UPON EARTH IS THE BEGINNING OF DEATH. AND HIS WORDS RUN: "AND RHEA BORE THEE AMONG THE PARRHASIANS;"- WHEREAS HE OUGHT TO HAVE SEEN, AFTER DENYING THAT THE BIRTH OF JUPITER TOOK PLACE IN CRETE BECAUSE OF HIS TOMB, THAT IT WAS QUITE CONGRUOUS WITH HIS BIRTH IN ARCADIA THAT HE WHO WAS BORN SHOULD ALSO DIE. AND THE FOLLOWING IS THE MANNER IN WHICH CALLIMACHUS SPEAKS OF THESE THINGS: "O JUPITER, SOME SAY THAT THOU WEFT BORN ON THE MOUNTAINS OF IDA, OTHERS IN ARCADIA. WHICH OF THEM, O FATHER, HAVE LIED? THE CRETANS ARE ALWAYS LIARS," ETC. NOW IT IS CELSUS WHO MADE US DISCUSS THESE TOPICS, BY THE UNFAIR MANNER IN WHICH HE DEALS WITH JESUS, IN GIVING HIS ASSENT TO WHAT IS RELATED ABOUT HIS DEATH AND BURIAL, BUT REGARDING AS AN INVENTION HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, ALTHOUGH THIS WAS NOT ONLY FORETOLD BY INNUMERABLE PROPHETS, BUT MANY PROOFS ALSO WERE GIVEN OF HIS HAVING APPEARED AFTER DEATH. 
CHAP. XLIV. 
AFTER THESE POINTS CELSUS QUOTES SOME OBJECTIONS AGAINST THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS, MADE BY A VERY FEW INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE CONSIDERED CHRISTIANS, NOT OF THE MORE INTELLIGENT, AS HE SUPPOSES, BUT OF THE MORE IGNORANT CLASS, AND ASSERTS THAT "THE FOLLOWING ARE THE RULES LAID DOWN BY THEM. LET NO ONE COME TO US WHO HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED, OR WHO IS WISE OR PRUDENT (FOR SUCH QUALIFICATIONS ARE DEEMED EVIL BY US); BUT IF THERE BE ANY IGNORANT, OR UNINTELLIGENT, OR UNINSTRUCTED, OR FOOLISH PERSONS, LET THEM COME WITH CONFIDENCE. BY WHICH WORDS, ACKNOWLEDGING THAT SUCH INDIVIDUALS ARE WORTHY OF THEIR GOD, THEY MANIFESTLY SHOW THAT THEY DESIRE AND ARE ABLE TO GAIN OVER ONLY THE SILLY, AND THE MEAN, AND THE STUPID, WITH WOMEN AND CHILDREN." IN REPLY TO WHICH, WE SAY THAT, AS IF, WHILE JESUS TEACHES CONTINENCE, AND SAYS, "WHOSOEVER LOOKETH UPON A WOMAN TO LUST AFTER HER, HATH ALREADY COMMITTED ADULTERY WITH HER IN HIS HEART," ONE WERE TO BEHOLD A FEW OF THOSE WHO ARE DEEMED TO BE CHRISTIANS LIVING LICENTIOUSLY, HE WOULD MOST JUSTLY BLAME THEM FOR LIVING CONTRARY TO THE TEACHING OF JESUS, BUT WOULD ACT MOST UNREASONABLY IF HE WERE TO CHARGE THE GOSPEL WITH THEIR CENSURABLE CONDUCT; SO, IF HE FOUND NEVERTHELESS THAT THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHRISTIANS INVITES MEN TO WISDOM, THE BLAME THEN MUST REMAIN WITH THOSE WHO REST IN THEIR OWN IGNORANCE, AND WHO UTTER, NOT WHAT CELSUS RELATES (FOR ALTHOUGH SOME OF THEM ARE SIMPLE AND IGNORANT, THEY DO NOT SPEAK SO SHAMELESSLY AS HE ALLEGES), BUT OTHER THINGS OF MUCH LESS SERIOUS IMPORT, WHICH, HOWEVER, SERVE TO TURN ASIDE MEN FROM THE PRACTICE OF WISDOM. 
CHAP. XLV. 
BUT THAT THE OBJECT OF CHRISTIANITY IS THAT WE SHOULD BECOME WISE, CAN BE PROVED NOT ONLY FROM THE ANCIENT JEWISH WRITINGS, WHICH WE ALSO USE, BUT ESPECIALLY FROM THOSE WHICH WERE COMPOSED AFTER THE TIME OF JESUS, AND WHICH ARE BELIEVED AMONG THE CHURCHES TO BE DIVINE. NOW, IN THE FIFTIETH PSALM, DAVID IS DESCRIBED AS SAYING IN HIS PRAYER TO GOD THESE WORDS: "THE UNSEEN AND SECRET THINGS OF THY WISDOM THOU HAST MANIFESTED TO ME." SOLOMON, TOO, BECAUSE HE ASKED FOR WISDOM, RECEIVED IT; AND IF ANY ONE WAS TO PERUSE THE PSALMS, HE WOULD FIND THE BOOK FILLED WITH MANY MAXIMS OF WISDOM: AND THE EVIDENCES OF HIS WISDOM MAY BE SEEN IN HIS TREATISES, WHICH CONTAIN A GREAT AMOUNT OF WISDOM EXPRESSED IN FEW WORDS, AND IN WHICH YOU WILL FIND MANY LAUDATIONS OF WISDOM, AND ENCOURAGEMENTS TOWARDS OBTAINING IT. SO WISE, MOREOVER, WAS SOLOMON, THAT "THE QUEEN OF SHEBA, HAVING HEARD HIS NAME, AND THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD, CAME TO TRY HIM WITH DIFFICULT QUESTIONS, AND SPOKE TO HIM ALL THINGS, WHATSOEVER WERE IN HER HEART; AND SOLOMON ANSWERED HER ALL HER QUESTIONS. THERE WAS NO QUESTION OMITTED BY THE KING WHICH HE DID NOT ANSWER HER. AND THE QUEEN OF SHEBA SAW ALL THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON, AND THE POSSESSIONS WHICH HE HAD AND THERE WAS NO MORE SPIRIT IN HER. AND SHE SAID TO THE KING, THE REPORT IS TRUE WHICH I HEARD IN MINE OWN LAND REGARDING THEE AND THY WISDOM; AND I BELIEVED NOT THEM WHO TOLD ME, UNTIL I HAD COME, AND MINE EYES HAVE SEEN IT. AND, LO, THEY DID NOT TELL ME THE HALF. THOU HAST ADDED WISDOM AND POSSESSIONS ABOVE ALL THE REPORT WHICH I HEARD." IT IS RECORDED ALSO OF HIM, THAT "GOD GAVE SOLOMON WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING EXCEEDING MUCH, AND LARGENESS OF HEART, EVEN AS THE SAND THAT IS ON THE SEASHORE. AND THE WISDOM THAT WAS IN SOLOMON GREATLY EXCELLED THE WISDOM OF ALL THE ANCIENTS, AND OF ALL THE WISE MEN OF EGYPT; AND HE WAS WISER THAN ALL MEN, EVEN THAN GETHAN THE EZRAHITE, AND EMAD, AND CHALCADI, AND ARADAB, THE SONS OF MADI. AND HE WAS FAMOUS AMONG ALL THE NATIONS ROUND ABOUT. AND SOLOMON SPOKE THREE THOUSAND PROVERBS, AND HIS SONGS WERE FIVE THOUSAND. AND HE SPOKE OF TREES, FROM THE CEDAR THAT IS IN LEBANON EVEN TO THE HYSSOP WHICH SPRINGETH OUT OF THE WALL; AND ALSO, OF FISHES AND OF BEASTS. AND ALL NATIONS CAME TO HEAR THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON, AND FROM ALL THE KINGS OF THE EARTH WHO HAD HEARD OF THE FAME OF HIS WISDOM." AND TO SUCH A DEGREE DOES THE GOSPEL DESIRE THAT THERE SHOULD BE WISE MEN AMONG BELIEVERS, THAT FOR THE SAKE OF EXERCISING THE UNDERSTANDING OF ITS HEARERS, IT HAS SPOKEN CERTAIN TRUTHS IN ENIGMAS, OTHERS IN WHAT ARE CALLED "DARK" SAYINGS, OTHERS IN PARABLES, AND OTHERS IN PROBLEMS. AND ONE OF THE PROPHETS--HOSEA--SAYS AT THE END OF HIS PROPHECIES: "WHO IS WISE, AND HE WILL UNDERSTAND THESE THINGS? OR PRUDENT, AND HE SHALL KNOW THEM?" DANIEL, MOREOVER, AND HIS FELLOW-CAPTIVES, MADE SUCH PROGRESS IN THE LEARNING WHICH THE WISE MEN AROUND THE KING IN BABYLON CULTIVATED, THAT THEY WERE SHOWN TO EXCEL ALL OF THEM IN A TENFOLD DEGREE. AND IN THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL IT IS SAID TO THE RULER OF TYRE, WHO GREATLY PRIDED HIMSELF ON HIS WISDOM, "ART THOU WISER THAN DANIEL? EVERY SECRET WAS NOT REVEALED TO THEE." 
CHAP. XLVI. 
AND IF YOU COME TO THE BOOKS WRITTEN AFTER THE TIME OF JESUS, YOU WILL FIND THAT THOSE MULTITUDES OF BELIEVERS WHO HEAR THE PARABLES ARE, AS IT WERE, "WITHOUT," AND WORTHY ONLY OF EXOTERIC DOCTRINES, WHILE THE DISCIPLES LEARN IN PRIVATE THE EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLES. FOR, PRIVATELY, TO HIS OWN DISCIPLES DID JESUS OPEN UP ALL THINGS, ESTEEMING ABOVE THE MULTITUDES THOSE WHO DESIRED TO KNOW HIS WISDOM. AND HE PROMISES TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE UPON HIM TO SEND THEM WISE MEN AND SCRIBES, SAYING, "BEHOLD, I WILL SEND UNTO YOU WISE MEN AND SCRIBES, AND SOME OF THEM THEY SHALL KILL AND CRUCIFY.", AND PAUL ALSO, IN THE CATALOGUE OF "CHARISMATA" BESTOWED BY GOD, PLACED FIRST "THE WORD OF WISDOM," AND SECOND, AS BEING INFERIOR TO IT, "THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE," BUT THIRD, AND LOWER DOWN, "FAITH." AND BECAUSE HE REGARDED "THE WORD" AS HIGHER THAN MIRACULOUS POWERS, HE FOR THAT REASON PLACES "WORKINGS OF MIRACLES" AND "GIFTS OF HEALINGS" IN A LOWER PLACE THAN THE GIFTS OF THE WORD. AND IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES STEPHEN BEARS WITNESS TO THE GREAT LEARNING OF MOSES, WHICH HE HAD OBTAINED WHOLLY FROM ANCIENT WRITINGS NOT ACCESSIBLE TO THE MULTITUDE. FOR HE SAYS: "AND MOSES WAS LEARNED IN ALL THE WISDOM OF THE EGYPTIANS." AND THEREFORE, WITH RESPECT TO HIS MIRACLES, IT WAS SUSPECTED THAT HE WROUGHT THEM PERHAPS, NOT IN VIRTUE OF HIS PROFESSING TO COME FROM GOD, BUT BY MEANS OF HIS EGYPTIAN KNOWLEDGE, IN WHICH HE WAS WELL VERSED. FOR THE KING, ENTERTAINING SUCH A SUSPICION, SUMMONED THE EGYPTIAN MAGICIANS, AND WISE MEN, AND ENCHANTERS, WHO WERE FOUND TO BE OF NO AVAIL AS AGAINST THE WISDOM OF MOSES, WHICH PROVED SUPERIOR TO ALL THE WISDOM OF THE EGYPTIANS. 
CHAP. XLVII. 
BUT IT IS PROBABLE THAT WHAT IS WRITTEN BY PAUL IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, AS BEING ADDRESSED TO GREEKS WHO PRIDED THEMSELVES GREATLY ON THEIR GRECIAN WISDOM, HAS MOVED SOME TO BELIEVE THAT IT WAS NOT THE OBJECT OF THE GOSPEL TO WIN WISE MEN. NOW, LET HIM WHO IS OF THIS OPINION UNDERSTAND THAT THE GOSPEL, AS CENSURING WICKED MEN, SAYS OF THEM THAT THEY ARE WISE NOT IN THINGS WHICH RELATE TO THE UNDERSTANDING, AND WHICH ARE UNSEEN AND ETERNAL; BUT THAT IN BUSYING THEMSELVES ABOUT THINGS OF SENSE ALONE, AND REGARDING THESE AS ALL-IMPORTANT, THEY ARE WISE MEN OF THE WORLD: FOR AS THERE ARE IN EXISTENCE A MULTITUDE OF OPINIONS, SOME OF THEM ESPOUSING THE CAUSE OF MATTER AND BODIES, AND ASSERTING THAT EVERYTHING IS CORPOREAL WHICH HAS A SUBSTANTIAL EXISTENCE, AND THAT BESIDES THESE NOTHING ELSE EXISTS, WHETHER IT BE CALLED INVISIBLE OR INCORPOREAL, IT SAYS ALSO THAT THESE CONSTITUTE THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD, WHICH PERISHES AND FADES AWAY, AND BELONGS ONLY TO THIS AGE, WHILE THOSE OPINIONS WHICH RAISE THE SOUL FROM THINGS HERE TO THE BLESSEDNESS WHICH IS WITH GOD, AND TO HIS KINGDOM, AND WHICH TEACH MEN TO DESPISE ALL SENSIBLE AND VISIBLE THINGS AS EXISTING ONLY FOR A SEASON, AND TO HASTEN ON TO THINGS INVISIBLE, AND TO HAVE REGARD TO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT SEEN,--THESE, IT SAYS, CONSTITUTE THE WISDOM OF GOD. BUT PAUL, AS A LOVER OF TRUTH, SAYS OF CERTAIN WISE MEN AMONG THE GREEKS, WHEN THEIR STATEMENTS ARE TRUE, THAT "ALTHOUGH THEY KNEW GOD, THEY GLORIFIED HIM NOT AS GOD, NEITHER WERE THANKFUL." AND HE BEARS WITNESS THAT THEY KNEW GOD, AND SAYS, TOO, THAT THIS DID NOT HAPPEN TO THEM WITHOUT DIVINE PERMISSION, IN THESE WORDS: "FOR GOD SHOWED IT UNTO THEM;" DIMLY ALLUDING, I THINK, TO THOSE WHO ASCEND FROM THINGS OF SENSE TO THOSE OF THE UNDERSTANDING, WHEN HE ADDS, "FOR THE INVISIBLE THINGS OF GOD FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD ARE CLEARLY SEEN, BEING UNDERSTOOD BY THE THINGS THAT ARE MADE, EVEN HIS ETERNAL POWER AND GODHEAD; SO THAT THEY ARE WITHOUT EXCUSE: BECAUSE THAT, WHEN THEY KNEW GOD, THEY GLORIFIED HIM NOT AS GOD, NEITHER WERE THANKFUL." 
CHAP. XLVIII. 
AND PERHAPS ALSO FROM THE WORDS, "FOR YE SEE YOUR CALLING, BRETHREN, HOW THAT NOT MANY WISE MEN AFTER THE FLESH, NOT MANY MIGHTY, NOT MANY NOBLE, ARE CALLED: BUT GOD HATH CHOSEN THE FOOLISH THINGS OF THE WORLD TO CONFOUND THE WISE; AND THE BASE THINGS, AND THE THINGS WHICH ARE DESPISED, HATH GOD CHOSEN, AND THINGS WHICH ARE NOT, TO BRING TO NAUGHT THINGS THAT ARE, THAT NO FLESH MAY GLORY IN HIS PRESENCE; SOME HAVE BEEN LED TO SUPPOSE THAT NO ONE WHO IS INSTRUCTED, OR WISE, OR PRUDENT, EMBRACES THE GOSPEL. NOW, IN ANSWER TO SUCH A ONE, WE WOULD SAY THAT IT HAS NOT BEEN STATED THAT "NO WISE MAN ACCORDING TO THE FLESH," BUT THAT "NOT MANY WISE MEN ACCORDING TO THE FLESH," ARE CALLED. IT IS MANIFEST, FURTHER, THAT AMONGST THE CHARACTERISTIC QUALIFICATIONS OF THOSE WHO ARE TERMED "BISHOPS," PAUL, IN DESCRIBING WHAT KIND OF MAN THE BISHOP OUGHT TO BE, LAYS DOWN AS A QUALIFICATION THAT HE SHOULD ALSO BE A TEACHER, SAYING THAT HE OUGHT TO BE ABLE TO CONVINCE THE GAINSAYERS, THAT BY THE WISDOM WHICH IS IN HIM HE MAY STOP THE MOUTHS OF FOOLISH TALKERS AND DECEIVERS. AND AS HE SELECTS FOR THE EPISCOPATE A MAN WHO HAS BEEN ONCE MARRIED RATHER THAN HE WHO HAS TWICE ENTERED THE MARRIED STATE, AND A MAN OF BLAMELESS LIFE RATHER THAN ONE WHO IS LIABLE TO CENSURE, AND A SOBER MAN RATHER THAN ONE WHO IS NOT SUCH, AND A PRUDENT MAN RATHER THAN ONE WHO IS NOT PRUDENT, AND A MAN WHOSE BEHAVIOR IS DECOROUS RATHER THAN HE WHO IS OPEN TO THE CHARGE EVEN OF THE SLIGHTEST INDECORUM, SO HE DESIRES THAT HE WHO IS TO BE CHOSEN BY PREFERENCE FOR THE OFFICE OF A BISHOP SHOULD BE APT TO TEACH, AND ABLE TO CONVINCE THE GAINSAYERS. HOW THEN CAN CELSUS JUSTLY CHARGE US WITH SAYING, "LET NO ONE COME TO US WHO IS 'INSTRUCTED,' OR 'WISE,' OR 'PRUDENT?' " NAY, LET HIM WHO WILLS COME TO US "INSTRUCTED," AND "WISE," AND "PRUDENT;" AND NONE THE LESS, IF ANY ONE BE IGNORANT AND UNINTELLIGENT, AND UNINSTRUCTED AND FOOLISH, LET HIM ALSO COME: FOR IT IS THESE WHOM THE GOSPEL PROMISES TO CURE, WHEN THEY COME, BY RENDERING THEM ALL WORTHY OF GOD. 
CHAP. XLIX. 
THIS STATEMENT ALSO IS UNTRUE, THAT IT IS "ONLY FOOLISH AND LOW INDIVIDUALS, AND PERSONS DEVOID OF PERCEPTION, AND SLAVES, AND WOMEN, AND CHILDREN, OF WHOM THE TEACHERS OF THE DIVINE WORD WISH TO MAKE CONVERTS." SUCH INDEED DOES THE GOSPEL INVITE, IN ORDER TO MAKE THEM BETTER; BUT IT INVITES ALSO OTHERS WHO ARE VERY DIFFERENT FROM THESE, SINCE CHRIST IS THE SAVIOUR OF ALL MEN, AND ESPECIALLY OF THEM THAT BELIEVE, WHETHER THEY BE INTELLIGENT OR SIMPLE; AND "HE IS THE PROPITIATION WITH THE FATHER FOR OUR SINS; AND NOT FOR OURS ONLY, BUT ALSO FOR THE SINS OF THE WHOLE WORLD." AFTER THIS IT IS SUPERFLUOUS FOR US TO WISH TO OFFER A REPLY TO SUCH STATEMENTS OF CELSUS AS THE FOLLOWING: "FOR WHY IS IT AN EVIL TO HAVE BEEN EDUCATED, AND TO HAVE STUDIED THE BEST OPINIONS, AND TO HAVE BOTH THE REALITY AND APPEARANCE OF WISDOM? WHAT HINDRANCE DOES THIS OFFER TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD? WHY SHOULD IT NOT RATHER BE AN ASSISTANCE, AND A MEANS BY WHICH ONE MIGHT BE BETTER ABLE TO ARRIVE AT THE TRUTH?" TRULY IT IS NO EVIL TO HAVE BEEN EDUCATED, FOR EDUCATION IS THE WAY TO VIRTUE; BUT TO RANK THOSE AMONGST THE NUMBER OF THE EDUCATED WHO HOLD ERRONEOUS OPINIONS IS WHAT EVEN THE WISE MEN AMONG THE GREEKS WOULD NOT DO. ON THE OTHER HAND, WHO WOULD NOT ADMIT THAT TO HAVE STUDIED THE BEST OPINIONS IS A BLESSING? BUT WHAT SHALL WE CALL THE BEST, SAVE THOSE WHICH ARE TRUE, AND WHICH INCITE MEN TO VIRTUE? MOREOVER, IT IS AN EXCELLENT THING FOR A MAN TO BE WISE, BUT NOT TO SEEM SO, AS CELSUS SAYS. AND IT IS NO HINDRANCE TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, BUT AN ASSISTANCE, TO HAVE BEEN EDUCATED, AND TO HAVE STUDIED THE BEST OPINIONS, AND TO BE WISE. AND IT BECOMES US RATHER THAN CELSUS TO SAY THIS, ESPECIALLY IF IT BE SHOWN THAT HE IS AN EPICUREAN. 
CHAP. L. 
BUT LET US SEE WHAT THOSE STATEMENTS OF HIS ARE WHICH FOLLOW NEXT IN THESE WORDS: "NAY, WE SEE, INDEED, THAT EVEN THOSE INDIVIDUALS, WHO IN THE MARKET-PLACES PERFORM THE MOST DISGRACEFUL TRICKS, AND WHO GATHER CROWDS AROUND THEM, WOULD NEVER APPROACH AN ASSEMBLY OF WISE MEN, NOR DARE TO EXHIBIT THEIR ARTS AMONG THEM; BUT WHEREVER THEY SEE YOUNG MEN, AND A MOB OF SLAVES, AND A GATHERING OF UNINTELLIGENT PERSONS, THITHER THEY THRUST THEMSELVES IN, AND SHOW THEMSELVES OFF." OBSERVE, NOW, HOW HE SLANDERS US IN THESE WORDS, COMPARING US TO THOSE WHO IN THE MARKET-PLACES PERFORM THE MOST DISREPUTABLE TRICKS, AND GATHER CROWDS AROUND THEM! WHAT DISREPUTABLE TRICKS, PRAY, DO WE PERFORM? OR WHAT IS THERE IN OUR CONDUCT THAT RESEMBLES THEIRS, SEEING THAT BY MEANS OF READINGS, AND EXPLANATIONS OF THE THINGS READ, WE LEAD MEN TO THE WORSHIP OF THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE, AND TO THE COGNATE VIRTUES, AND TURN THEM AWAY FROM CONTEMNING DEITY, AND FROM ALL THINGS CONTRARY TO RIGHT REASON? PHILOSOPHERS VERILY WOULD WISH TO COLLECT TOGETHER SUCH HEARERS OF THEIR DISCOURSES AS EXHORT MEN TO VIRTUE, A PRACTICE WHICH CERTAIN OF THE CYNICS ESPECIALLY HAVE FOLLOWED, WHO CONVERSE PUBLICLY WITH THOSE WHOM THEY HAPPEN TO MEET. WILL THEY MAINTAIN, THEN, THAT THESE WHO DO NOT GATHER TOGETHER PERSONS WHO ARE CONSIDERED TO HAVE BEEN EDUCATED, BUT WHO INVITE AND ASSEMBLE HEARERS FROM THE PUBLIC STREET, RESEMBLE THOSE WHO IN THE MARKET-PLACES PERFORM THE MOST DISREPUTABLE TRICKS, AND GATHER CROWDS AROUND THEM? NEITHER CELSUS, HOWEVER, NOR ANY ONE WHO HOLDS THE SAME OPINIONS, WILL BLAME THOSE WHO, AGREEABLY TO WHAT THEY REGARD AS A FEELING OF PHILANTHROPY, ADDRESS THEIR ARGUMENTS TO THE IGNORANT POPULACE. 
CHAP. LI. 
AND IF THEY ARE NOT TO BE BLAMED FOR SO DOING, LET US SEE WHETHER CHRISTIANS DO NOT EXHORT MULTITUDES TO THE PRACTICE OF VIRTUE IN A GREATER AND BETTER DEGREE THAN THEY. FOR THE PHILOSOPHERS WHO CONVERSE IN PUBLIC DO NOT PICK AND CHOOSE THEIR HEARERS, BUT HE WHO LIKES STANDS AND LISTENS. THE CHRISTIANS, HOWEVER, HAVING PREVIOUSLY, SO FAR AS POSSIBLE, TESTED THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO WISH TO BECOME THEIR HEARERS, AND HAVING PREVIOUSLY INSTRUCTED THEM IN PRIVATE, WHEN THEY APPEAR (BEFORE ENTERING THE COMMUNITY) TO HAVE SUFFICIENTLY EVINCED THEIR DESIRE TOWARDS A VIRTUOUS LIFE, INTRODUCE THEM THEN, AND NOT BEFORE, PRIVATELY FORMING ONE CLASS OF THOSE WHO ARE BEGINNERS, AND ARE RECEIVING ADMISSION, BUT WHO HAVE NOT YET OBTAINED THE MARK OF COMPLETE PURIFICATION; AND ANOTHER OF THOSE WHO HAVE MANIFESTED TO THE BEST OF THEIR ABILITY THEIR INTENTION TO DESIRE NO OTHER THINGS THAN ARE APPROVED BY CHRISTIANS; AND AMONG THESE THERE ARE CERTAIN PERSONS APPOINTED TO MAKE INQUIRIES REGARDING THE LIVES AND BEHAVIOR OF THOSE WHO JOIN THEM, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY PREVENT THOSE WHO COMMIT ACTS OF INFAMY FROM COMING INTO THEIR PUBLIC ASSEMBLY, WHILE THOSE OF A DIFFERENT CHARACTER THEY RECEIVE WITH THEIR WHOLE HEART, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY DAILY MAKE THEM BETTER. AND THIS IS THEIR METHOD OF PROCEDURE, BOTH WITH THOSE WHO ARE SINNERS, AND ESPECIALLY WITH THOSE WHO LEAD DISSOLUTE LIVES, WHOM THEY EXCLUDE FROM THEIR COMMUNITY, ALTHOUGH, ACCORDING TO CELSUS, THEY RESEMBLE THOSE WHO IN THE MARKET-PLACES PERFORM THE MOST SHAMEFUL TRICKS. NOW THE VENERABLE SCHOOL OF THE PYTHAGOREANS USED TO ERECT A CENOTAPH TO THOSE WHO HAD APOSTATIZED FROM THEIR SYSTEM OF PHILOSOPHY, TREATING THEM AS DEAD; BUT THE CHRISTIANS LAMENT AS DEAD THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN VANQUISHED BY LICENTIOUSNESS OR ANY OTHER SIN, BECAUSE THEY ARE LOST AND DEAD TO GOD, AND AS BEING RISEN FROM THE DEAD (IF THEY MANIFEST A BECOMING CHANGE) THEY RECEIVE THEM AFTERWARDS, AT SOME FUTURE TIME, AFTER A GREATER INTERVAL THAN IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO WERE ADMITTED AT FIRST, BUT NOT PLACING IN ANY OFFICE OR POST OF RANK IN THE CHURCH OF GOD THOSE WHO, AFTER PROFESSING THE GOSPEL, LAPSED AND FELL. 
CHAP. LII. 
OBSERVE NOW WITH REGARD TO THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT OF CELSUS, "WE SEE ALSO THOSE PERSONS WHO IN THE MARKET-PLACES PERFORM MOST DISREPUTABLE TRICKS, AND COLLECT CROWDS AROUND THEM," WHETHER A MANIFEST FALSEHOOD HAS NOT BEEN UTTERED, AND THINGS COMPARED WHICH HAVE NO RESEMBLANCE. HE SAYS THAT THESE INDIVIDUALS, TO WHOM HE COMPARES US, WHO "PERFORM THE MOST DISREPUTABLE TRICKS IN THE MARKET-PLACES AND COLLECT CROWDS, WOULD NEVER APPROACH AN ASSEMBLY OF WISE MEN, NOR DARE TO SHOW OFF THEIR TRICKS BEFORE THEM; BUT WHEREVER THEY SEE YOUNG MEN, AND A MOB OF SLAVES, AND A GATHERING OF FOOLISH PEOPLE, THITHER DO THEY THRUST THEMSELVES IN AND MAKE A DISPLAY." NOW, IN SPEAKING THUS HE DOES NOTHING ELSE THAN SIMPLY LOAD US WITH ABUSE, LIKE THE WOMEN UPON THE PUBLIC STREETS, WHOSE OBJECT IS TO SLANDER ONE ANOTHER; FOR WE DO EVERYTHING IN OUR POWER TO SECURE THAT OUR MEETINGS SHOULD BE COMPOSED OF WISE MEN, AND THOSE THINGS AMONG US WHICH ARE ESPECIALLY EXCELLENT AND DIVINE WE THEN VENTURE TO BRING FORWARD PUBLICLY IN OUR DISCUSSIONS WHEN WE HAVE AN ABUNDANCE OF INTELLIGENT HEARERS, WHILE WE CONCEAL AND PASS BY IN SILENCE THE TRUTHS OF DEEPER IMPORT WHEN WE SEE THAT OUR AUDIENCE IS COMPOSED OF SIMPLER MINDS, WHICH NEED SUCH INSTRUCTION AS IS FIGURATIVELY TERMED "MILK." 
CHAP. LIII. 
FOR THE WORD IS USED BY OUR PAUL IN WRITING TO THE CORINTHIANS, WHO WERE GREEKS, AND NOT YET PURIFIED IN THEIR MORALS: "I HAVE FED YOU WITH MILK, NOT WITH MEAT; FOR HITHERTO YE WERE NOT ABLE TO BEAR IT, NEITHER YET NOW ARE YE ABLE, FOR YE ARE YET CARNAL: FOR WHEREAS THERE IS AMONG YOU ENVYING AND STRIFE, ARE YE NOT CARNAL, AND WALK AS MEN?" NOW THE SAME WRITER, KNOWING THAT THERE WAS A CERTAIN KIND OF NOURISHMENT BETTER ADAPTED FOR THE SOUL, AND THAT THE FOOD OF THOSE YOUNG PERSONS WHO WERE ADMITTED WAS COMPARED TO MILK, CONTINUES: "AND YE ARE BECOME SUCH AS HAVE NEED OF MILK, AND NOT OF STRONG MEAT. FOR EVERY ONE THAT USETH MILK IS UNSKILLFUL IN THE WORD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; FOR HE IS A BABE. BUT STRONG MEAT BELONGETH TO THEM THAT ARE OF FULL AGE, EVEN THOSE WHO BY REASON OF USE HAVE THEIR SENSES EXERCISED TO DISCERN BOTH GOOD AND EVIL." WOULD THEN THOSE WHO BELIEVE THESE WORDS TO BE WELL SPOKEN, SUPPOSE THAT THE NOBLE DOCTRINES OF OUR FAITH WOULD NEVER BE MENTIONED IN AN ASSEMBLY OF WISE MEN, BUT THAT WHEREVER (OUR INSTRUCTORS) SEE YOUNG MEN, AND A MOB OF SLAVES, AND A COLLECTION OF FOOLISH INDIVIDUALS, THEY BRING PUBLICLY FORWARD DIVINE AND VENERABLE TRUTHS, AND BEFORE SUCH PERSONS MAKE A DISPLAY OF THEMSELVES IN TREATING OF THEM? BUT IT IS CLEAR TO HIM WHO EXAMINES THE WHOLE SPIRIT OF OUR WRITINGS, THAT CELSUS IS ANIMATED WITH A HATRED AGAINST THE HUMAN RACE RESEMBLING THAT OF THE IGNORANT POPULACE, AND GIVES UTTERANCE TO THESE FALSEHOODS WITHOUT EXAMINATION. 
CHAP. LIV. 
WE ACKNOWLEDGE, HOWEVER, ALTHOUGH CELSUS WILL NOT HAVE IT SO, THAT WE DO DESIRE TO INSTRUCT ALL MEN IN THE WORD OF GOD, SO AS TO GIVE TO YOUNG MEN THE EXHORTATIONS WHICH ARE APPROPRIATE TO THEM, AND TO SHOW TO SLAVES HOW THEY MAY RECOVER FREEDOM OF THOUGHT, AND BE ENNOBLED BY THE WORD. AND THOSE AMONGST US WHO ARE THE AMBASSADORS OF CHRISTIANITY SUFFICIENTLY DECLARE THAT THEY ARE DEBTORS TO GREEKS AND BARBARIANS, TO WISE MEN AND FOOLS, (FOR THEY DO NOT DENY THEIR OBLIGATION TO CURE THE SOULS EVEN OF FOOLISH PERSONS,) IN ORDER THAT AS FAR AS POSSIBLE THEY MAY LAY ASIDE THEIR IGNORANCE, AND ENDEAVOR TO OBTAIN GREATER PRUDENCE, BY LISTENING ALSO TO THE WORDS OF SOLOMON: "OH, YE FOOLS, BE OF AN UNDERSTANDING HEART," AND "WHO IS THE MOST SIMPLE AMONG YOU, LET HIM TURN UNTO ME;" AND WISDOM EXHORTS THOSE WHO ARE DEVOID OF UNDERSTANDING IN THE WORDS, "COME, EAT OF MY BREAD, AND DRINK OF THE WINE WHICH I HAVE MIXED FOR YOU. FORSAKE FOLLY THAT YE MAY LIVE, AND CORRECT UNDERSTANDING IN KNOWLEDGE." THIS TOO WOULD I SAY (SEEING IT BEARS ON THE POINT), IN ANSWER TO THE STATEMENT OF CELSUS: DO NOT PHILOSOPHERS INVITE YOUNG MEN TO THEIR LECTURES? AND DO THEY NOT ENCOURAGE YOUNG MEN TO EXCHANGE A WICKED LIFE FOR A BETTER? AND DO THEY NOT DESIRE SLAVES TO LEARN PHILOSOPHY? MUST WE FIND FAULT, THEN, WITH PHILOSOPHERS WHO HAVE EXHORTED SLAVES TO THE PRACTICE OF VIRTUE? WITH PYTHAGORAS FOR HAVING SO DONE WITH ZAMOLXIS, ZENO WITH PERSEUS, AND WITH THOSE WHO RECENTLY ENCOURAGED EPICTETUS TO THE STUDY OF PHILOSOPHY? IS IT INDEED PERMISSIBLE FOR YOU, O GREEKS, TO CALL YOUTHS AND SLAVES AND FOOLISH PERSONS TO THE STUDY OF PHILOSOPHY, BUT IF WE DO SO, WE DO NOT ACT FROM PHILANTHROPIC MOTIVES IN WISHING TO HEAL EVERY RATIONAL NATURE WITH THE MEDICINE OF REASON, AND TO BRING THEM INTO FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD, THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS? THESE REMARKS, THEN, MAY SUFFICE IN ANSWER TO WHAT ARE SLANDERS RATHER THAN ACCUSATIONS ON THE PART OF CELSUS. 
CHAP. LV. 
BUT AS CELSUS DELIGHTS TO HEAP UP CALUMNIES AGAINST US, AND, IN ADDITION TO THOSE WHICH HE HAS ALREADY UTTERED, HAS ADDED OTHERS, LET US EXAMINE THESE ALSO, AND SEE WHETHER IT BE THE CHRISTIANS OR CELSUS WHO HAVE REASON TO BE ASHAMED OF WHAT IS SAID. HE ASSERTS, "WE SEE, INDEED, IN PRIVATE HOUSES WORKERS IN WOOL AND LEATHER, AND FULLERS, AND PERSONS OF THE MOST UNINSTRUCTED AND RUSTIC CHARACTER, NOT VENTURING TO UTTER A WORD IN THE PRESENCE OF THEIR ELDERS AND WISER MASTERS; BUT WHEN THEY GET HOLD OF THE CHILDREN PRIVATELY, AND CERTAIN WOMEN AS IGNORANT AS THEMSELVES, THEY POUR FORTH WONDERFUL STATEMENTS, TO THE EFFECT THAT THEY OUGHT NOT TO GIVE HEED TO THEIR FATHER AND TO THEIR TEACHERS, BUT SHOULD OBEY THEM; THAT THE FORMER ARE FOOLISH AND STUPID, AND NEITHER KNOW NOR CAN PERFORM ANYTHING THAT IS REALLY GOOD, BEING PREOCCUPIED WITH EMPTY TRIFLES; THAT THEY ALONE KNOW HOW MEN OUGHT TO LIVE, AND THAT, IF THE CHILDREN OBEY THEM, THEY WILL BOTH BE HAPPY THEMSELVES, AND WILL MAKE THEIR HOME HAPPY ALSO. AND WHILE THUS SPEAKING, IF THEY SEE ONE OF THE INSTRUCTORS OF YOUTH APPROACHING, OR ONE OF THE MORE INTELLIGENT CLASS, OR EVEN THE FATHER HIMSELF, THE MORE TIMID AMONG THEM BECOME AFRAID, WHILE THE MORE FORWARD INCITE THE CHILDREN TO THROW OFF THE YOKE, WHISPERING THAT IN THE PRESENCE OF FATHER AND TEACHERS THEY NEITHER WILL NOR CAN EXPLAIN TO THEM ANY GOOD THING, SEEING THEY TURN AWAY WITH AVERSION FROM THE SILLINESS AND STUPIDITY OF SUCH PERSONS AS BEING ALTOGETHER CORRUPT, AND FAR ADVANCED IN WICKEDNESS, AND SUCH AS WOULD INFLICT PUNISHMENT UPON THEM; BUT THAT IF THEY WISH (TO AVAIL THEMSELVES OF THEIR AID,) THEY MUST LEAVE THEIR FATHER AND THEIR INSTRUCTORS, AND GO WITH THE WOMEN AND THEIR PLAYFELLOWS TO THE WOMEN'S APARTMENTS, OR TO THE LEATHER SHOP, OR TO THE FULLER'S SHOP, THAT THEY MAY ATTAIN TO PERFECTION;--AND BY WORDS LIKE THESE THEY GAIN THEM OVER." 
CHAP. LVI. 
OBSERVE NOW HOW BY SUCH STATEMENTS HE DEPRECIATES THOSE AMONGST US WHO ARE TEACHERS OF THE WORD, AND WHO STRIVE IN EVERY WAY TO RAISE THE SOUL TO THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, AND WHO SHOW THAT WE OUGHT TO DESPISE THINGS "SENSIBLE," AND "TEMPORAL," AND "VISIBLE," AND TO DO OUR UTMOST TO REACH COMMUNION WITH GOD, AND THE CONTEMPLATION OF THINGS THAT ARE "INTELLIGENT," AND "INVISIBLE," AND A BLESSED LIFE WITH GOD, AND THE FRIENDS OF GOD; COMPARING THEM TO "WORKERS IN WOOL IN PRIVATE HOUSES, AND TO LEATHER-CUTTERS, AND TO FULLERS, AND TO THE MOST RUSTIC OF MANKIND, WHO CAREFULLY INCITE YOUNG BOYS TO WICKEDNESS, AND WOMEN TO FORSAKE THEIR FATHERS AND TEACHERS, AND FOLLOW THEM." NOW LET CELSUS POINT OUT FROM WHAT WISE PARENT, OR FROM WHAT TEACHERS, WE KEEP AWAY CHILDREN AND WOMEN, AND LET HIM ASCERTAIN BY COMPARISON AMONG THOSE CHILDREN AND WOMEN WHO ARE ADHERENTS OF OUR DOCTRINE, WHETHER ANY OF THE OPINIONS WHICH THEY FORMERLY HEARD ARE BETTER THAN OURS, AND IN WHAT MANNER WE DRAW AWAY CHILDREN AND WOMEN FROM NOBLE AND VENERABLE STUDIES, AND INCITE THEM TO WORSE THINGS. BUT HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO MAKE GOOD ANY SUCH CHARGE AGAINST US, SEEING THAT, ON THE CONTRARY, WE TURN AWAY WOMEN FROM A DISSOLUTE LIFE, AND FROM BEING AT VARIANCE WITH THOSE WITH WHOM THEY LIVE, FROM ALL MAD DESIRES AFTER THEATRES AND DANCING, AND FROM SUPERSTITION; WHILE WE TRAIN TO HABITS OF SELF-RESTRAINT BOYS JUST REACHING THE AGE OF PUBERTY, AND FEELING A DESIRE FOR SEXUAL PLEASURES, POINTING OUT TO THEM NOT ONLY THE DISGRACE WHICH ATTENDS THOSE SINS, BUT ALSO THE STATE TO WHICH THE SOUL OF THE WICKED IS REDUCED THROUGH PRACTICES OF THAT KIND, AND THE JUDGMENTS WHICH IT WILL SUFFER, AND THE PUNISHMENTS WHICH WILL BE INFLICTED. 
CHAP. LVII. 
BUT WHO ARE THE TEACHERS WHOM WE CALL TRIFLERS AND FOOLS, WHOSE DEFENSE IS UNDERTAKEN BY CELSUS, AS OF THOSE WHO TEACH BETTER THINGS? (I KNOW NOT,) UNLESS HE DEEMS THOSE TO BE GOOD INSTRUCTORS OF WOMEN, AND NO TRIFLERS, WHO INVITE THEM TO SUPERSTITION AND TO UNCHASTE SPECTACLES, AND THOSE, MOREOVER, TO BE TEACHERS NOT DEVOID OF SENSE WHO LEAD AND DRAG THE YOUNG MEN TO ALL THOSE DISORDERLY ACTS WHICH WE KNOW ARE OFTEN COMMITTED BY THEM. WE INDEED CALL AWAY THESE ALSO, AS FAR AS WE CAN, FROM THE DOGMAS OF PHILOSOPHY TO OUR WORSHIP OF GOD, BY SHOWING FORTH ITS EXCELLENCE AUD PURITY. BUT AS CELSUS, BY HIS STATEMENTS, HAS DECLARED THAT WE DO NOT DO SO, BUT THAT WE CALL ONLY THE FOOLISH, I WOULD SAY TO HIM, "IF YOU HAD CHARGED US WITH WITHDRAWING FROM THE STUDY OF PHILOSOPHY THOSE WHO WERE ALREADY PREOCCUPIED WITH IT, YOU WOULD NOT HAVE SPOKEN THE TRUTH, AND YET YOUR CHARGE WOULD HAVE HAD AN APPEARANCE OF PROBABILITY; BUT WHEN YOU NOW SAY THAT WE DRAW AWAY OUR ADHERENTS FROM GOOD TEACHERS, SHOW WHO ARE THOSE OTHER TEACHERS SAVE THE TEACHERS OF PHILOSOPHY, OR THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN APPOINTED TO GIVE INSTRUCTION IN SOME USEFUL BRANCH OF STUDY." HE WILL BE UNABLE, HOWEVER, TO SHOW ANY SUCH.; WHILE WE PROMISE, OPENLY AND NOT IN SECRET, THAT THEY WILL BE HAPPY WHO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD, AND WHO LOOK TO HIM IN ALL THINGS, AND WHO DO EVERYTHING, WHATEVER IT IS, AS IF IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD. ARE THESE THE INSTRUCTIONS OF WORKERS IN WOOL, AND OF LEATHER-CUTTERS, AND FULLERS, AND UNEDUCATED RUSTICS? BUT SUCH AN ASSERTION HE CANNOT MAKE GOOD. 
CHAP. LVIII. 
BUT THOSE WHO, IN THE OPINION OF CELSUS, RESEMBLE THE WORKERS IN WOOL IN PRIVATE HOUSES, AND THE LEATHER-CUTTERS, AND FULLERS, AND UNEDUCATED RUSTICS, WILL, HE ALLEGES, IN THE PRESENCE OF FATHER OR TEACHERS BE UNWILLING TO SPEAK, OR UNABLE TO EXPLAIN TO THE BOYS ANYTHING THAT IS GOOD. IN ANSWER TO WHICH, WE WOULD SAY, WHAT KIND OF FATHER, MY GOOD SIR, AND WHAT KIND OF TEACHER, DO YOU MEAN? IF YOU MEAN ONE WHO APPROVES OF VIRTUE, AND TURNS AWAY FROM VICE, AND WELCOMES WHAT IS BETTER, THEN KNOW, THAT WITH THE GREATEST BOLDNESS WILL WE DECLARE OUR OPINIONS TO THE CHILDREN, BECAUSE WE WILL BE IN GOOD REPUTE WITH SUCH A JUDGE. BUT IF, IN THE PRESENCE OF A FATHER WHO HAS A HATRED OF VIRTUE AND GOODNESS, WE KEEP SILENCE, AND ALSO BEFORE THOSE WHO TEACH WHAT IS CONTRARY TO SOUND DOCTRINE, DO NOT BLAME US FOR SO DOING, SINCE YOU WILL BLAME US WITHOUT GOOD REASON. YOU, AT ALL EVENTS, IN A CASE WHERE FATHERS DEEMED THE MYSTERIES OF PHILOSOPHY AN IDLE AND UNPROFITABLE OCCUPATION FOR THEIR SONS, AND FOR YOUNG MEN IN GENERAL, WOULD NOT, IN TEACHING PHILOSOPHY, MAKE KNOWN ITS SECRETS BEFORE WORTHLESS PARENTS; BUT, DESIRING TO KEEP APART THOSE SONS OF WICKED PARENTS WHO HAD BEEN TURNED TOWARDS THE STUDY OF PHILOSOPHY, YOU WOULD OBSERVE THE PROPER SEASONS, IN ORDER THAT THE DOCTRINES OF PHILOSOPHY MIGHT REACH THE MINDS OF THE YOUNG MEN. AND WE SAY THE SAME REGARDING OUR TEACHERS. FOR IF WE TURN (OUR HEARERS) AWAY FROM THOSE INSTRUCTORS WHO TEACH OBSCENE COMEDIES AND LICENTIOUS IAMBICS, AND MANY OTHER THINGS WHICH NEITHER IMPROVE THE SPEAKER NOR BENEFIT THE BEARERS (BECAUSE THE LATTER DO NOT KNOW HOW TO LISTEN TO POETRY IN A PHILOSOPHIC FRAME OF MIND, NOR THE FORMER HOW TO SAY TO EACH OF THE YOUNG MEN WHAT TENDS TO HIS PROFIT), WE ARE NOT, IN FOLLOWING SUCH A COURSE, ASHAMED TO CONFESS WHAT WE DO. BUT IF YOU WILL SHOW ME TEACHERS WHO TRAIN YOUNG MEN FOR PHILOSOPHY, AND WHO EXERCISE THEM IN IT, I WILL NOT FROM SUCH TURN AWAY YOUNG MEN, BUT WILL TRY TO RAISE THEM, AS THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY EXERCISED IN THE WHOLE CIRCLE OF LEARNING AND IN PHILOSOPHICAL SUBJECTS, TO THE VENERABLE AND LOFTY HEIGHT OF ELOQUENCE WHICH LIES HID FROM THE MULTITUDE OF CHRISTIANS, WHERE ARE DISCUSSED TOPICS OF THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE, AND WHERE IT IS DEMONSTRATED AND SHOWN THAT THEY HAVE BEEN TREATED PHILOSOPHICALLY BOTH BY THE PROPHETS OF GOD AND THE APOSTLES OF JESUS. 
CHAP. LIX. 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THIS, CELSUS, PERCEIVING THAT HE HAS SLANDERED US WITH TOO GREAT BITTERNESS, AS IF BY WAY OF DEFENSE EXPRESSES HIMSELF AS FOLLOWS: "THAT I BRING NO HEAVIER CHARGE THAN WHAT THE TRUTH COMPELS ME, ANY ONE MAY SEE FROM THE FOLLOWING REMARKS. THOSE WHO INVITE TO PARTICIPATION IN OTHER MYSTERIES, MAKE PROCLAMATION AS FOLLOWS: 'EVERY ONE WHO HAS CLEAN HANDS, AND A PRUDENT TONGUE;' OTHERS AGAIN THUS: 'HE WHO IS PURE FROM ALL POLLUTION, AND WHOSE SOUL IS CONSCIOUS OF NO EVIL, AND WHO HAS LIVED WELL AND JUSTLY.' SUCH IS THE PROCLAMATION MADE BY THOSE WHO PROMISE PURIFICATION FROM SINS. BUT LET US HEAR WHAT KIND OF PERSONS THESE CHRISTIANS INVITE. EVERY ONE, THEY SAY, WHO IS A SINNER, WHO IS DEVOID OF UNDERSTANDING, WHO IS A CHILD, AND, TO SPEAK GENERALLY, WHOEVER IS UNFORTUNATE, HIM WILL THE KINGDOM OF GOD RECEIVE. DO YOU NOT CALL HIM A SINNER, THEN, WHO IS UNJUST, AND A THIEF, AND A HOUSEBREAKER, AND A POISONER, AND A COMMITTER OF SACRILEGE, AND A ROBBER OF THE DEAD? WHAT OTHERS WOULD A MAN INVITE IF HE WERE ISSUING A PROCLAMATION FOR AN ASSEMBLY OF ROBBERS?" NOW, IN ANSWER TO SUCH STATEMENTS, WE SAY THAT IT IS NOT THE SAME THING TO INVITE THOSE WHO ARE SICK IN SOUL TO BE CURED, AND THOSE WHO ARE IN HEALTH TO THE KNOWLEDGE AND STUDY OF DIVINE THINGS. WE, HOWEVER, KEEPING BOTH THESE THINGS IN VIEW, AT FIRST INVITE ALL MEN TO BE HEALED, AND EXHORT THOSE WHO ARE SINNERS TO COME TO THE CONSIDERATION OF THE DOCTRINES WHICH TEACH MEN NOT TO SIN, AND THOSE WHO ARE DEVOID OF UNDERSTANDING TO THOSE WHICH BEGET WISDOM, AND THOSE WHO ARE CHILDREN TO RISE IN THEIR THOUGHTS TO MANHOOD, AND THOSE WHO ARE SIMPLY UNFORTUNATE TO GOOD FORTUNE, OR--WHICH IS THE MORE APPROPRIATE TERM TO USE--TO BLESSEDNESS. AND WHEN THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN TURNED TOWARDS VIRTUE HAVE MADE PROGRESS, AND HAVE SHOWN THAT THEY HAVE BEEN PURIFIED BY THE WORD, AND HAVE LED AS FAR AS THEY CAN A BETTER LIFE, THEN AND NOT BEFORE DO WE INVITE THEM TO PARTICIPATION IN OUR MYSTERIES. "FOR WE SPEAK WISDOM AMONG THEM THAT ARE PERFECT." 
CHAP. LX. 
AND AS WE TEACH, MOREOVER, THAT "WISDOM WILL NOT ENTER INTO THE SOUL OF A BASE MAN, NOR DWELL IN A BODY THAT IS INVOLVED IN SIN," WE SAY, WHOEVER HAS CLEAN HANDS, AND THEREFORE LIFTS UP HOLY HANDS TO GOD, AND BY REASON OF BEING OCCUPIED WITH ELEVATED AND HEAVENLY THINGS, CAN SAY, "THE LIFTING UP OF MY HANDS IS AS THE EVENING SACRIFICE,' LET HIM COME TO US; AND WHOEVER HAS A WISE TONGUE THROUGH MEDITATING ON THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD DAY AND NIGHT, AND BY "REASON OF HABIT HAS HIS SENSES EXERCISED TO DISCERN BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL," LET HIM HAVE NO RELUCTANCE IN COMING TO THE STRONG AND RATIONAL SUSTENANCE WHICH IS ADAPTED TO THOSE WHO ARE ATHLETES IN PIETY AND EVERY VIRTUE. AND SINCE THE GRACE OF GOD IS WITH ALL THOSE WHO LOVE WITH A PURE AFFECTION THE TEACHER OF THE DOCTRINES OF IMMORTALITY, WHOEVER IS PURE NOT ONLY FROM ALL DEFILEMENT, BUT FROM WHAT ARE REGARDED AS LESSER TRANSGRESSIONS, LET HIM BE BOLDLY INITIATED IN THE MYSTERIES OF JESUS, WHICH PROPERLY ARE MADE KNOWN ONLY TO THE HOLY AND THE PURE. THE INITIATED OF CELSUS ACCORDINGLY SAYS, "LET HIM WHOSE SOUL IS CONSCIOUS OF NO EVIL COME." BUT HE WHO ACTS AS INITIATOR, ACCORDING TO THE PRECEPTS OF JESUS, WILL SAY TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN PURIFIED IN HEART, "HE WHOSE SOUL HAS, FOR A LONG TIME, BEEN CONSCIOUS OF NO EVIL, AND ESPECIALLY SINCE HE YIELDED HIMSELF TO THE HEALING OF THE WORD, LET SUCH AN ONE HEARS THE DOCTRINES WHICH WERE SPOKEN IN PRIVATE BY JESUS TO HIS GENUINE DISCIPLES." THEREFORE, IN THE COMPARISON WHICH HE INSTITUTES BETWEEN THE PROCEDURE OF THE INITIATORS INTO THE GRECIAN MYSTERIES, AND THE TEACHERS OF THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS, HE DOES NOT KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN INVITING THE WICKED TO BE HEALED, AND INITIATING THOSE ALREADY PURIFIED INTO THE SACRED MYSTERIES! 
CHAP. LXI. 
NOT TO PARTICIPATION IN MYSTERIES, THEN, AND TO FELLOWSHIP IN THE WISDOM HIDDEN IN A MYSTERY, WHICH GOD ORDAINED BEFORE THE WORLD TO THE GLORY OF HIS SAINTS, DO WE INVITE THE WICKED MAN, AND THE THIEF, AND THE HOUSEBREAKER, AND THE PRISONER, AND THE COMMITTER OF SACRILEGE, AND THE PLUNDERER OF THE DEAD, AND ALL THOSE OTHERS WHOM CELSUS MAY ENUMERATE IN HIS EXAGGERATING STYLE, BUT SUCH AS THESE WE INVITE TO BE HEALED. FOR THERE ARE IN THE DIVINITY OF THE WORD SOME HELPS TOWARDS THE CURE OF THOSE WHO ARE SICK, RESPECTING WHICH THE WORD SAYS, "THEY THAT BE WHOLE NEED NOT A PHYSICIAN, BUT THEY THAT ARE SICK;" OTHERS, GAIN, WHICH TO THE PURE IN SOUL AND BODY EXHIBIT "THE REVELATION OF THE MYSTERY, WHICH WAS KEPT SECRET SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN, BUT NOW IS MADE MANIFEST BY THE SCRIPTURES OF THE PROPHETS," AND "BY THE APPEARING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST," WHICH "APPEARING" IS MANIFESTED TO EACH ONE OF THOSE WHO ARE PERFECT, AND WHICH ENLIGHTENS THE REASON" IN THE TRUE" KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS. BUT AS HE EXAGGERATES THE CHARGES AGAINST US, ADDING, AFTER HIS LIST OF THOSE VILE INDIVIDUALS WHOM HE HAS MENTIONED, THIS REMARK, "WHAT OTHER PERSONS WOULD A ROBBER SUMMON TO HIMSELF BY PROCLAMATION?" WE ANSWER SUCH A QUESTION BY SAYING THAT A ROBBER SUMMONS AROUND HIM INDIVIDUALS OF SUCH A CHARACTER, IN ORDER TO MAKE USE OF THEIR VILLAINY AGAINST THE MEN WHOM THEY DESIRE TO SLAY AND PLUNDER. A CHRISTIAN, ON THE OTHER HAND, EVEN THOUGH HE INVITES THOSE WHOM THE ROBBER INVITES, INVITES THEM TO A VERY DIFFERENT VOCATION, VIZ. TO BIND UP THESE WOUNDS BY HIS WORD, AND TO APPLY TO THE SOUL, FESTERING AMID EVILS, THE DRUGS OBTAINED FROM THE WORD, AND WHICH ARE ANALOGOUS TO THE WINE AND OIL, AND PLASTERS, AND OTHER HEALING APPLIANCES WHICH BELONG TO THE ART OF MEDICINE. 
CHAP. LXII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, THROWING A SLUR UPON THE EXHORTATIONS SPOKEN AND WRITTEN TO THOSE WHO HAVE LED WICKED LIVES, AND WHICH INVITE THEM TO REPENTANCE AND REFORMATION OF HEART, HE ASSERTS THAT WE SAY "THAT IT WAS TO SINNERS THAT GOD HAS BEEN SENT." NOW THIS STATEMENT OF HIS IS MUCH THE SAME AS IF HE WERE TO FIND FAULT WITH CERTAIN PERSONS FOR SAYING THAT ON ACCOUNT OF THE SICK WHO WERE LIVING IN A CITY, A PHYSICIAN HAD BEEN SENT THEM BY A VERY BENEVOLENT MONARCH. GOD THE WORD WAS SENT, INDEED, AS A PHYSICIAN TO SINNERS, BUT AS A TEACHER OF DIVINE MYSTERIES TO THOSE WHO ARE ALREADY PURE AND WHO SIN NO MORE. BUT CELSUS, UNABLE TO SEE THIS DISTINCTION, FOR HE HAD NO DESIRE TO BE ANIMATED WITH A LOVE OF TRUTH, REMARKS, "WHY WAS HE NOT SENT TO THOSE WHO WERE WITHOUT SIN? WHAT EVIL IS IT NOT TO HAVE COMMITTED SIN?" TO WHICH WE REPLY, THAT IF BY THOSE "WHO WERE WITHOUT SIN" HE MEANS THOSE WHO SIN NO MORE, THEN OUR SAVIOUR JESUS WAS SENT EVEN TO SUCH, BUT NOT AS A PHYSICIAN. WHILE IF BY THOSE "WHO WERE WITHOUT SIN" HE MEANS SUCH AS HAVE NEVER AT ANY TIME SINNED, FOR HE MADE NO DISTINCTION IN HIS STATEMENT, WE REPLY THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR A MAN THUS TO BE WITHOUT SIN. AND THIS WE SAY, EXCEPTING, OF COURSE, THE MAN UNDERSTOOD TO BE IN CHRIST JESUS, WHO "DID NO SIN." IT IS WITH A MALICIOUS INTENT, INDEED, THAT CELSUS SAYS OF US THAT WE ASSERT THAT "GOD WILL RECEIVE THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS MAN IF HE HUMBLES HIMSELF ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WICKEDNESS, BUT THAT HE WILL NOT RECEIVE THE RIGHTEOUS MAN, ALTHOUGH HE LOOKS UP TO HIM, (ADORNED) WITH VIRTUE FROM THE BEGINNING." NOW WE ASSERT THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR A MAN TO LOOK UP TO GOD (ADORNED) WITH VIRTUE FROM THE BEGINNING. FOR WICKEDNESS MUST NECESSARILY FIRST EXIST IN MEN. AS PAUL ALSO SAYS, "WHEN THE COMMANDMENT CAME, SIN REVIVED, AND I DIED." MOREOVER, WE DO NOT TEACH REGARDING THE UNRIGHTEOUS MAN, THAT IT IS SUFFICIENT FOR HIM TO HUMBLE HIMSELF ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WICKEDNESS IN ORDER TO HIS BEING ACCEPTED BY GOD, BUT THAT GOD WILL ACCEPT HIM IF, AFTER PASSING CONDEMNATION UPON HIMSELF FOR HIS PAST CONDUCT, HE WALKS HUMBLY ON ACCOUNT OF IT, AND IN A BECOMING MANNER FOR THE TIME TO COME. 
CHAP. LXIII. 
AFTER THIS, NOT UNDERSTANDING HOW IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT "EVERY ONE WHO EXALTED HIMSELF SHALL BE ABASED;" NOR (ALTHOUGH TAUGHT EVEN BY PLATO) THAT "THE GOOD AND VIRTUOUS MAN WALKETH HUMBLY AND ORDERLY;" AND IGNORANT, MOREOVER, THAT WE GIVE THE INJUNCTION, "HUMBLE YOURSELVES, THEREFORE, UNDER THE MIGHTY HAND OF GOD, THAT HE MAY EXALT YOU IN DUE TIME;" HE SAYS THAT "THOSE PERSONS WHO PRESIDE PROPERLY OVER A TRIAL MAKE THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO BEWAIL BEFORE THEM THEIR EVIL DEEDS TO CEASE FROM THEIR PITEOUS WAILINGS, LEST THEIR DECISIONS SHOULD BE DETERMINED RATHER BY COMPASSION THAN BY A REGARD TO TRUTH; WHEREAS GOD DOES NOT DECIDE IN ACCORDANCE WITH TRUTH, BUT IN ACCORDANCE WITH FLATTERY." NOW, WHAT WORDS OF FLATTERY AND PITEOUS WALLING ARE CONTAINED IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES WHEN THE SINNER SAYS IN HIS PRAYERS TO GOD, "I HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED MY SIN, AND MINE INIQUITY HAVE, I NOT HID. I SAID, I WILL CONFESS MY TRANSGRESSION TO THE LORD," ETC., ETC.? FOR IS HE ABLE TO SHOW THAT A PROCEDURE OF THIS KIND IS NOT ADAPTED TO THE CONVERSION OF SINNERS, WHO HUMBLE THEMSELVES IN THEIR PRAYERS UNDER THE HAND OF GOD? AND, BECOMING CONFUSED BY HIS EFFORTS TO ACCUSE US, HE CONTRADICTS HIMSELF; APPEARING AT ONE TIME TO KNOW A MAN "WITHOUT SIN," AND "A RIGHTEOUS MAN, WHO CAN LOOK UP TO GOD (ADORNED) WITH VIRTUE FROM THE BEGINNING;" AND AT ANOTHER TIME ACCEPTING OUR STATEMENT THAT THERE IS NO MAN ALTOGETHER RIGHTEOUS, OR WITHOUT SIN; FOR, AS IF HE ADMITTED ITS TRUTH, HE REMARKS, "THIS IS INDEED APPARENTLY TRUE, THAT SOMEHOW THE HUMAN RACE IS NATURALLY INCLINED TO SIN." IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS IF ALL MEN WERE NOT INVITED BY THE WORD, HE SAYS, "ALL MEN, THEN, WITHOUT DISTINCTION, OUGHT TO BE INVITED, SINCE ALL INDEED ARE SINNERS." AND YET, IN THE PRECEDING PAGES, WE HAVE POINTED OUT THE WORDS OF JESUS: "COME UNTO ME, ALL YE THAT LABOUR AND ARE HEAVY LADEN, AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST." ALL MEN, THEREFORE, LABOURING AND BEING HEAVY LADEN ON ACCOUNT OF THE NATURE OF SIN, ARE INVITED TO THE REST SPOKEN OF IN THE WORD OF GOD, "FOR GOD SENT HIS WORD, AND HEALED THEM, AND DELIVERED THEM FROM THEIR DESTRUCTIONS." 
CHAP. LXIV. 
BUT SINCE HE SAYS, IN ADDITION TO THIS, "WHAT IS THIS PREFERENCE OF SINNERS OVER OTHERS?" AND MAKES OTHER REMARKS OF A SIMILAR NATURE, WE HAVE TO REPLY THAT ABSOLUTELY A SINNER IS NOT PREFERRED BEFORE ONE WHO IS NOT A SINNER; BUT THAT SOMETIMES A SINNER, WHO HAS BECOME CONSCIOUS OF HIS OWN SIN, AND FOR THAT REASON COMES TO REPENTANCE, BEING HUMBLED ON ACCOUNT OF HIS SINS, IS PREFERRED BEFORE ONE WHO IS ACCOUNTED A LESSER SINNER, BUT WHO DOES NOT CONSIDER HIMSELF ONE, BUT EXALTS HIMSELF ON THE GROUND OF CERTAIN GOOD QUALITIES WHICH HE THINKS HE POSSESSES, AND IS GREATLY ELATED ON THEIR ACCOUNT. AND THIS IS MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO ARE WILLING TO PERUSE THE GOSPELS IN A SPIRIT OF FAIRNESS, BY THE PARABLE OF THE PUBLICAN, WHO SAID, "BE MERCIFUL TO ME A SINNER," AND OF THE PHARISEE WHO BOASTED WITH A CERTAIN WICKED SELF-CONCEIT IN THE WORDS, "I THANK THEE THAT I AM NOT AS OTHER MEN ARE, EXTORTIONERS, UNJUST, ADULTERERS, OR EVEN AS THIS PUBLICAN." FOR JESUS SUBJOINS TO HIS NARRATIVE OF THEM BOTH THE WORDS: "THIS MAN WENT DOWN TO HIS HOUSE JUSTIFIED RATHER THAN THE OTHER: FOR EVERY ONE THAT EXALTETH HIMSELF SHALL BE ABASED; AND HE THAT HUMBLETH HIMSELF SHALL BE EXALTED." WE UTTER NO BLASPHEMY, THEN, AGAINST GOD, NEITHER ARE WE GUILTY OF FALSEHOOD, WHEN WE TEACH THAT EVERY MAN, WHOEVER HE MAY BE, IS CONSCIOUS OF HUMAN INFIRMITY IN COMPARISON WITH THE GREATNESS OF GOD, AND THAT WE MUST EVER ASK FROM HIM, WHO ALONE IS ABLE TO SUPPLY OUR DEFICIENCIES, WHAT IS WANTING TO OUR (MORTAL) NATURE. 
CHAP. LXV. 
HE IMAGINES, HOWEVER, THAT WE UTTER THESE EXHORTATIONS FOR THE CONVERSION OF SINNERS, BECAUSE WE ARE ABLE TO GAIN OVER NO ONE WHO IS REALLY GOOD AND RIGHTEOUS, AND THEREFORE OPEN OUR GATES TO THE MOST UNHOLY AND ABANDONED OF MEN. BUT IF ANY ONE WILL FAIRLY OBSERVE OUR ASSEMBLIES, WE CAN PRESENT A GREATER NUMBER OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CONVERTED FROM NOT A VERY WICKED LIFE, THAN OF THOSE WHO HAVE COMMITTED THE MOST ABOMINABLE SINS. FOR NATURALLY THOSE WHO ARE CONSCIOUS TO THEMSELVES OF BETTER THINGS, DESIRE THAT THOSE PROMISES MAY BE TRUE WHICH ARE DECLARED BY GOD REGARDING THE REWARD OF THE RIGHTEOUS, AND THUS ASSENT MORE READILY TO THE STATEMENTS (OF SCRIPTURE) THAN THOSE DO WHO HAVE LED VERY WICKED LIVES, AND WHO ARE PREVENTED BY THEIR VERY CONSCIOUSNESS (OF EVIL) FROM ADMITTING THAT THEY WILL BE PUNISHED BY THE JUDGE OF ALL WITH SUCH PUNISHMENT AS BEFITS THOSE WHO HAVE SINNED SO GREATLY, AND AS WOULD NOT BE INFLICTED BY THE JUDGE OF ALL CONTRARY TO FIGHT REASON? SOMETIMES, ALSO, WHEN VERY ABANDONED MEN ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT THE DOCTRINE OF (FUTURE) PUNISHMENT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE HOPE WHICH IS BASED UPON REPENTANCE, THEY ARE PREVENTED FROM SO DOING BY THEIR HABIT OF SINNING, BEING CONSTANTLY DIPPED, AND, AS IT WERE, DYED IN WICKEDNESS, AND POSSESSING NO LONGER THE POWER TO TURN FROM IT EASILY TO A PROPER LIFE, AND ONE REGULATED ACCORDING TO RIGHT REASON. AND ALTHOUGH CELSUS OBSERVES THIS, HE NEVERTHELESS, I KNOW NOT WHY, EXPRESSES HIMSELF IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS: "AND YET, INDEED, IT IS MANIFEST TO EVERY ONE THAT NO ONE BY CHASTISEMENT, MUCH LESS BY MERCIFUL TREATMENT, COULD EFFECT A COMPLETE CHANGE IN THOSE WHO ARE SINNERS BOTH BY NATURE AND CUSTOM, FOR TO CHANGE NATURE IS AN EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT THING. BUT THEY WHO ARE WITHOUT SIN ARE PARTAKEN OF A BETTER LIFE." 
CHAP. LXVI. 
NOW HERE CELSUS APPEARS TO ME TO HAVE COMMITTED A GREAT ERROR, IN REFUSING TO THOSE WHO ARE SINNERS BY NATURE, AND ALSO BY HABIT, THE POSSIBILITY OF A COMPLETE TRANSFORMATION, ALLEGING THAT THEY CANNOT BE CURED EVEN BY PUNISHMENT. FOR IT CLEARLY APPEARS THAT ALL MEN ARE INCLINED TO SIN BY NATURE, AND SOME NOT ONLY BY NATURE BUT BY PRACTICE, WHILE NOT ALL MEN ARE INCAPABLE OF AN ENTIRE TRANSFORMATION. FOR THERE ARE FOUND IN EVERY PHILOSOPHICAL SECT, AND IN THE WORD OF GOD, PERSONS WHO ARE RELATED TO HAVE UNDERGONE SO GREAT A CHANGE THAT THEY MAY BE PROPOSED AS A MODEL OF EXCELLENCE OF LIFE. AMONG THE NAMES OF THE HEROIC AGE SOME MENTION HERCULES AND ULYSSES, AMONG THOSE OF LATER TIMES, SOCRATES, AND OF THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED VERY RECENTLY, MUSONIUS. NOT ONLY AGAINST US, THEN, DID CELSUS UTTER THE CALUMNY, WHEN HE SAID THAT "IT WAS MANIFEST TO EVERY ONE THAT THOSE WHO WERE GIVEN TO SIN BY NATURE AND HABIT COULD NOT BY ANY MEANS--EVEN BY PUNISHMENTS--BE COMPLETELY CHANGED FOR THE BETTER," BUT ALSO AGAINST THE NOBLEST NAMES IN PHILOSOPHY, WHO HAVE NOT DENIED THAT THE RECOVERY OF VIRTUE WAS A POSSIBLE THING FOR MEN. BUT ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT EXPRESS HIS MEANING WITH EXACTNESS, WE SHALL NEVERTHELESS, THOUGH, GIVING HIS WORDS A MORE FAVOURABLE CONSTRUCTION, CONVICT HIM OF UNSOUND REASONING. FOR HIS WORDS WERE: "THOSE WHO ARE INCLINED TO SIN BY NATURE AND HABIT, NO ONE COULD COMPLETELY REFORM EVEN BY CHASTISEMENT;" AND HIS WORDS, AS WE UNDERSTOOD THEM, WE REFUTED TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY. 
CHAP. LXVII. 
IT IS PROBABLE, HOWEVER, THAT HE MEANT TO CONVEY SOME SUCH MEANING AS THIS, THAT THOSE WHO WERE BOTH BY NATURE AND HABIT GIVEN TO THE COMMISSION OF THOSE SINS WHICH ARE COMMITTED BY THE MOST ABANDONED OF MEN, COULD NOT BE COMPLETELY TRANSFORMED EVEN BY PUNISHMENT. AND YET THIS IS SHOWN TO BE FALSE FROM THE HISTORY OF CERTAIN PHILOSOPHERS. FOR WHO IS THERE THAT WOULD NOT RANK AMONG THE MOST ABANDONED OF MEN THE INDIVIDUAL WHO SOMEHOW SUBMITTED TO YIELD HIMSELF TO HIS MASTER, WHEN HE PLACED HIM IN A BROTHEL, THAT HE MIGHT ALLOW HIMSELF TO BE POLLUTED BY ANY ONE WHO LIKED? AND YET SUCH A CIRCUMSTANCE IS RELATED OF PHAEDO! AND WHO WILL NOT AGREE THAT HE WHO BURST, ACCOMPANIED WITH A FLUTE-PLAYER AND A PARTY OF REVELERS, HIS PROFLIGATE ASSOCIATES, INTO THE SCHOOL OF THE VENERABLE XENOCRATES, TO INSULT A MAN WHO WAS THE ADMIRATION OF HIS FRIENDS, WAS NOT ONE OF THE GREATEST MISCREANTS AMONG MANKIND? YET, NOTWITHSTANDING THIS, REASON WAS POWERFUL ENOUGH TO EFFECT THEIR CONVERSION, AND TO ENABLE THEM TO MAKE SUCH PROGRESS IN PHILOSOPHY, THAT THE ONE WAS DEEMED WORTHY BY PLATO TO RECOUNT THE DISCOURSE OF SOCRATES ON IMMORTALITY, AND TO RECORD HIS FIRMNESS IN PRISON, WHEN HE EVINCED HIS CONTEMPT OF THE HEMLOCK, AND WITH ALL FEARLESSNESS AND TRANQUILITY OF MIND TREATED OF SUBJECTS SO NUMEROUS AND IMPORTANT, THAT IT IS DIFFICULT EVEN FOR THOSE TO FOLLOW THEM WHO ARE GIVING THEIR UTMOST ATTENTION, AND WHO ARE DISTURBED BY NO DISTRACTION; WHILE POLEMON, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHO FROM A PROFLIGATE BECAME A MAN OF MOST TEMPERATE LIFE, WAS SUCCESSOR IN THE SCHOOL OF XENOCRATES, SO CELEBRATED FOR HIS VENERABLE CHARACTER. CELSUS THEN DOES NOT SPEAK THE TRUTH WHEN HE SAYS "THAT SINNERS BY NATURE AND HABIT CANNOT BE COMPLETELY REFORMED EVEN BY CHASTISEMENT." 
CHAP. LXVIII. 
THAT PHILOSOPHICAL DISCOURSES, HOWEVER, DISTINGUISHED BY ORDERLY ARRANGEMENT AND ELEGANT EXPRESSION, SHOULD PRODUCE SUCH RESULTS IN THE CASE OF THOSE INDIVIDUALS JUST ENUMERATED, AND UPON OTHERS WHO HAVE LED WICKED LIVES, IS NOT AT ALL TO BE WONDERED AT. BUT WHEN WE CONSIDER THAT THOSE DISCOURSES, WHICH CELSUS TERMS "VULGAR," ARE FILLED WITH POWER, AS IF THEY WERE SPELLS, AND SEE THAT THEY AT ONCE CONVERT MULTITUDES FROM A LIFE OF LICENTIOUSNESS TO ONE OF EXTREME REGULARITY, AND FROM A LIFE OF WICKEDNESS TO A BETTER, AND FROM A STATE OF COWARDICE OR UNMANLINESS TO ONE OF SUCH HIGH-TONED COURAGE AS TO LEAD MEN TO DESPISE EVEN DEATH THROUGH THE PIETY WHICH SHOWS ITSELF WITHIN THEM, WHY SHOULD WE NOT JUSTLY ADMIRE THE POWER WHICH THEY CONTAIN? FOR THE WORDS OF THOSE WHO AT THE FIRST ASSUMED THE OFFICE OF (CHRISTIAN) AMBASSADORS, AND WHO GAVE THEIR LABOURS TO REAR UP THE CHURCHES OF GOD, NAY, THEIR PREACHING ALSO, WERE ACCOMPANIED WITH A PERSUASIVE POWER, THOUGH NOT LIKE THAT FOUND AMONG THOSE WHO PROFESS THE PHILOSOPHY OF PLATO, OR OF ANY OTHER MERELY HUMAN PHILOSOPHER, WHICH POSSESSES NO OTHER QUALITIES THAN THOSE OF HUMAN NATURE. BUT THE DEMONSTRATION WHICH FOLLOWED THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLES OF JESUS WAS GIVEN FROM GOD, AND WAS ACCREDITED BY THE SPIRIT AND BY POWER. AND THEREFORE, THEIR WORD RAN SWIFTLY AND SPEEDILY, OR RATHER THE WORD OF GOD THROUGH THEIR INSTRUMENTALITY, TRANSFORMED NUMBERS OF PERSONS WHO HAD BEEN SINNERS BOTH BY NATURE AND HABIT, WHOM NO ONE COULD HAVE REFORMED BY PUNISHMENT, BUT WHO WERE CHANGED BY THE WORD, WHICH MOLDED AND TRANSFORMED THEM ACCORDING TO ITS PLEASURE. 
CHAP. LXIX. 
CELSUS CONTINUES IN HIS USUAL MANNER, ASSERTING THAT "TO CHANGE A NATURE ENTIRELY IS EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT." WE, HOWEVER, WHO KNOW OF ONLY ONE NATURE IN EVERY RATIONAL SOUL, AND WHO MAINTAIN THAT NONE HAS BEEN CREATED EVIL BY THE AUTHOR OF ALL THINGS, BUT THAT MANY HAVE BECOME WICKED THROUGH EDUCATION, AND PERVERSE EXAMPLE, AND SURROUNDING INFLUENCES, SO THAT WICKEDNESS HAS BEEN NATURALIZED IN SOME INDIVIDUALS, ARE PERSUADED THAT FOR THE WORD OF GOD TO CHANGE A NATURE IN WHICH EVIL HAS BEEN NATURALIZED IS NOT ONLY NOT IMPOSSIBLE, BUT IS EVEN A WORK OF NO VERY GREAT DIFFICULTY, IF A MAN ONLY BELIEVE THAT HE MUST ENTRUST HIMSELF TO THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, AND DO EVERYTHING WITH A VIEW TO PLEASE HIM WITH WHOM IT CANNOT BE THAT "BOTH GOOD AND BAD ARE IN THE SAME HONOUR, OR THAT THE IDLE MAN AND HE WHO LABOURED MUCH PERISH ALIKE." BUT EVEN IF IT BE EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT TO EFFECT A CHANGE IN SOME PERSONS, THE CAUSE MUST BE HELD TO LIE IN THEIR OWN WILL, WHICH IS RELUCTANT TO ACCEPT THE BELIEF THAT THE GOD OVER ALL THINGS IS A JUST JUDGE OF ALL THE DEEDS DONE DURING LIFE. FOR DELIBERATE CHOICE AND PRACTICE AVAIL MUCH TOWARDS THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THINGS WHICH APPEAR TO BE VERY DIFFICULT, AND, TO SPEAK HYPERBOLICALLY, ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE. HAS THE NATURE OF MAN, WHEN DESIRING TO WALK ALONG A ROPE EXTENDED IN THE AIR THROUGH THE MIDDLE OF THE THEATRE, AND TO CARRY AT THE SAME TIME NUMEROUS AND HEAVY WEIGHTS, BEEN ABLE BY PRACTICE AND ATTENTION TO ACCOMPLISH SUCH A FEAT; BUT WHEN DESIRING TO LIVE IN CONFORMITY WITH THE PRACTICE OF VIRTUE, DOES IT FIND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO DO SO, ALTHOUGH FORMERLY IT MAY HAVE BEEN EXCEEDINGLY WICKED? SEE WHETHER HE WHO HOLDS SUCH VIEWS DOES NOT BRING A CHARGE AGAINST THE NATURE OF THE CREATOR OF THE RATIONAL ANIMAL" RATHER THAN AGAINST THE CREATURE, IF HE HAS FORMED THE NATURE OF MAN WITH POWERS FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF THINGS OF SUCH DIFFICULTY, AND OF NO UTILITY WHATEVER, BUT HAS RENDERED IT INCAPABLE OF SECURING ITS OWN BLESSEDNESS. BUT THESE REMARKS MAY SUFFICE AS AN ANSWER TO THE ASSERTION THAT "ENTIRELY TO CHANGE A NATURE IS EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT." HE ALLEGES, IN THE NEXT PLACE, THAT "THEY WHO ARE WITHOUT SIN ARE PARTAKERS OF A BETTER LIFE;" NOT MAKING IT CLEAR WHAT HE MEANS BY "THOSE WHO ARE WITHOUT SIN," WHETHER THOSE WHO ARE SO FROM THE BEGINNING (OF THEIR LIVES), OR THOSE WHO BECOME SO BY A TRANSFORMATION. OF THOSE WHO WERE SO FROM THE BEGINNING OF THEIR LIVES, THERE CANNOT POSSIBLY BE ANY; WHILE THOSE WHO ARE SO AFTER A TRANSFORMATION (OF HEART) ARE FOUND TO BE FEW IN NUMBER, BEING THOSE WHO HAVE BECOME SO AFTER GIVING IN THEIR ALLEGIANCE TO THE SAVING WORD. AND THEY WERE NOT SUCH WHEN THEY GAVE IN THEIR ALLEGIANCE. FOR, APART FROM THE AID OF THE WORD, AND THAT TOO THE WORD OF PERFECTION, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR A MAN TO BECOME FREE FROM SIN. 
CHAP. LXX. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, HE OBJECTS TO THE STATEMENT, AS IF IT WERE MAINTAINED BY US, THAT "GOD WILL BE ABLE TO DO ALL THINGS," NOT SEEING EVEN HERE HOW THESE WORDS ARE MEANT, AND WHAT "THE ALL THINGS" ARE WHICH ARE INCLUDED IN IT, AND HOW IT IS SAID THAT GOD "WILL BE ABLE." BUT ON THESE MATTERS, IT IS NOT NECESSARY NOW TO SPEAK; FOR ALTHOUGH HE MIGHT WITH A SHOW OF REASON HAVE OPPOSED THIS PROPOSITION, HE HAS NOT DONE SO. PERHAPS HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE ARGUMENTS WHICH MIGHT BE PLAUSIBLY USED AGAINST IT, OR IF HE DID, HE SAW THE ANSWERS THAT MIGHT BE RETURNED. NOW IN OUR JUDGMENT GOD CAN DO EVERYTHING WHICH IT IS POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO DO WITHOUT CEASING TO BE GOD, AND GOOD, AND WISE. BUT CELSUS ASSERTS--NOT COMPREHENDING THE MEANING OF THE EXPRESSION "GOD CAN DO ALL THINGS "--" THAT HE WILL NOT DESIRE TO DO ANYTHING WICKED," ADMITTING THAT HE HAS THE POWER, BUT NOT THE WILL, TO COMMIT EVIL. WE, ON THE CONTRARY, MAINTAIN THAT AS THAT WHICH BY NATURE POSSESSES THE PROPERTY OF SWEETENING OTHER THINGS THROUGH ITS OWN INHERENT SWEETNESS CANNOT PRODUCE BITTERNESS CONTRARY TO ITS OWN PECULIAR NATURE, NOR THAT WHOSE NATURE IT IS TO PRODUCE LIGHT THROUGH ITS BEING LIGHT CAN CAUSE DARKNESS; SO, NEITHER IS GOD ABLE TO COMMIT WICKEDNESS, FOR THE POWER OF DOING EVIL IS CONTRARY TO HIS DEITY AND ITS OMNIPOTENCE. WHEREAS IF ANY ONE AMONG EXISTING THINGS IS ABLE TO COMMIT WICKEDNESS FROM BEING INCLINED TO WICKEDNESS BY NATURE, IT DOES SO FROM NOT HAVING IN ITS NATURE THE ABILITY NOT TO DO EVIL. 
CHAP. LXXI. 
HE NEXT ASSUMES WHAT IS NOT GRANTED BY THE MORE RATIONAL CLASS OF BELIEVERS, BUT WHAT PERHAPS IS CONSIDERED TO BE TRUE BY SOME WHO ARE DEVOID OF INTELLIGENCE,--VIZ., THAT "GOD, LIKE THOSE WHO ARE OVERCOME WITH PITY, BEING HIMSELF OVERCOME, ALLEVIATES THE SUFFERINGS OF THE WICKED THROUGH PITY FOR THEIR WAILINGS, AND CASTS OFF THE GOOD, WHO DO NOTHING OF THAT KIND, WHICH IS THE HEIGHT OF INJUSTICE." NOW, IN OUR JUDGMENT, GOD LIGHTENS THE SUFFERING OF NO WICKED MAN WHO HAS NOT BETAKEN HIMSELF TO A VIRTUOUS LIFE, AND CASTS OFF NO ONE WHO IS ALREADY GOOD, NOR YET ALLEVIATES THE SUFFERING OF ANY ONE WHO MOURNS, SIMPLY BECAUSE HE UTTERS LAMENTATION, OR TAKES PITY UPON HIM, TO USE THE WORD PITY IN ITS MORE COMMON ACCEPTATION. BUT THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED SEVERE CONDEMNATION UPON THEMSELVES BECAUSE OF THEIR SINS, AND WHO, AS ON THAT ACCOUNT, LAMENT AND BEWAIL THEMSELVES AS LOST, SO FAR AS THEIR PREVIOUS CONDUCT IS CONCERNED, AND WHO HAVE MANIFESTED A SATISFACTORY CHANGE, ARE RECEIVED BY GOD ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR REPENTANCE, AS THOSE WHO HAVE UNDERGONE A TRANSFORMATION FROM A LIFE OF GREAT WICKEDNESS. FOR VIRTUE, TAKING UP HER ABODE IN THE SOULS OF THESE PERSONS, AND EXPELLING THE WICKEDNESS WHICH HAD PREVIOUS POSSESSION OF THEM, PRODUCES AN OBLIVION OF THE PAST. AND EVEN ALTHOUGH VIRTUE DO NOT AFFECT AN ENTRANCE, YET IF A CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS TAKE PLACE IN THE SOUL, EVEN THAT IS SUFFICIENT, IN THE PROPORTION THAT IT IS PROGRESSIVE, TO DRIVE OUT AND DESTROY THE FLOOD OF WICKEDNESS, SO THAT IT ALMOST CEASES TO REMAIN IN THE SOUL. 
CHAP. LXXII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, SPEAKING AS IN THE PERSON OF A TEACHER OF OUR DOCTRINE, HE EXPRESSES HIMSELF AS FOLLOWS: "WISE MEN REJECT WHAT WE SAY, BEING LED INTO ERROR, AND ENSNARED BY THEIR WISDOM." IN REPLY TO WHICH WE SAY THAT, SINCE WISDOM IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF DIVINE AND HUMAN THINGS AND OF THEIR CAUSES, OR, AS IT IS DEFINED BY THE WORD OF GOD, "THE BREATH OF THE POWER OF GOD, AND A PURE INFLUENCE FLOWING FROM THE GLORY OF THE ALMIGHTY; AND THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE EVERLASTING LIGHT, AND THE UNSPOTTED MIRROR OF THE POWER OF GOD, AND THE IMAGE OF HIS GOODNESS," NO ONE WHO WAS REALLY WISE WOULD REJECT WHAT IS SAID BY A CHRISTIAN ACQUAINTED WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIANITY, OR WOULD BE LED INTO ERROR, OR ENSNARED BY IT. FOR TRUE WISDOM DOES NOT MISLEAD, BUT IGNORANCE DOES, WHILE OF EXISTING THINGS KNOWLEDGE ALONE IS PERMANENT, AND THE TRUTH WHICH IS DERIVED FROM WISDOM. BUT IF, CONTRARY TO THE DEFINITION OF WISDOM, YOU CALL ANY ONE WHATEVER WHO DOGMATIZES WITH SOPHISTICAL OPINIONS WISE, WE ANSWER THAT IN CONFORMITY WITH WHAT YOU CALL WISDOM, SUCH AN ONE REJECTS THE WORDS OF GOD, BEING MISLED AND ENSNARED BY PLAUSIBLE SOPHISMS. AND SINCE, ACCORDING TO OUR DOCTRINE, WISDOM IS NOT THE KNOWLEDGE OF EVIL, BUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF EVIL, SO TO SPEAK, IS IN THOSE WHO HOLD FALSE OPINIONS AND WHO ARE DECEIVED BY THEM, I WOULD THEREFORE IN SUCH PERSON’S TERM ITS IGNORANCE RATHER THAN WISDOM. 
CHAP. LXXIII. 
AFTER THIS HE AGAIN SLANDERS THE AMBASSADOR OF CHRISTIANITY, AND GIVES OUT REGARDING HIM THAT HE RELATES "RIDICULOUS THINGS," ALTHOUGH HE DOES NOT SHOW OR CLEARLY POINT OUT WHAT ARE THE THINGS WHICH HE CALLS "RIDICULOUS." AND IN HIS SLANDERS, HE SAYS THAT "NO WISE MAN BELIEVES THE GOSPEL, BEING DRIVEN AWAY BY THE MULTITUDES WHO ADHERE TO IT." AND IN THIS HE ACTS LIKE ONE WHO SHOULD SAY THAT OWING TO THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE IGNORANT PERSONS WHO ARE BROUGHT INTO SUBJECTION TO THE LAWS, NO WISE MAN WOULD YIELD OBEDIENCE TO SOLON, FOR EXAMPLE, OR TO LYCURGUS, OR ZALEUCUS, OR ANY OTHER LEGISLATOR, AND ESPECIALLY IF BY WISE MAN HE MEANS ONE WHO IS WISE (BY LIVING) IN CONFORMITY WITH VIRTUE. FOR, AS WITH REGARD TO THESE IGNORANT PERSONS, THE LEGISLATORS, ACCORDING TO THEIR IDEAS OF UTILITY, CAUSED THEM TO BE SURROUNDED WITH APPROPRIATE GUIDANCE AND LAWS, SO GOD, LEGISLATING THROUGH JESUS CHRIST FOR MEN IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD, BRINGS: TO HIMSELF EVEN THOSE WHO ARE NOT WISE IN THE WAY IN WHICH IT IS POSSIBLE FOR SUCH PERSONS TO BE BROUGHT TO A BETTER LIFE. AND GOD, WELL KNOWING THIS, AS WE HAVE ALREADY SHOWN IN THE PRECEDING PAGES, SAYS IN THE BOOKS OF MOSES "THEY HAVE MOVED ME TO JEALOUSY WITH THAT WHICH IS NOT GOD; THEY HAVE PROVOKED ME TO ANGER WITH THEIR IDOLS: AND I WILL MOVE THEM TO JEALOUSY WITH THOSE WHICH ARE NOT A PEOPLE; I WILL PROVOKE THEM TO ANGER WITH A FOOLISH NATION." AND PAUL ALSO, KNOWING THIS, SAID, "BUT GOD HATH CHOSEN THE FOOLISH THINGS OF THE WORLD TO CONFOUND THE WISE," CALLING, IN A GENERAL WAY, WISE ALL WHO APPEAR TO HAVE MADE ADVANCES IN KNOWLEDGE, BUT HAVE FALLEN INTO AN ATHEISTIC POLYTHEISM, SINCE "PROFESSING THEMSELVES TO BE WISE THEY BECAME FOOLS, AND CHANGED THE GLORY OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE GOD INTO AN IMAGE MADE LIKE TO CORRUPTIBLE MAN, AND TO BIRDS, AND FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS, AND CREEPING THINGS." 
CHAP. LXXIV. 
HE ACCUSES THE CHRISTIAN TEACHER, MOREOVER OF" SEEKING AFTER THE UNINTELLIGENT." IN ANSWER WE ASK, WHOM DO YOU MEAN BY THE "UNINTELLIGENT?" FOR, TO SPEAK ACCURATELY, EVERY WICKED MAN IS "UNINTELLIGENT." IF THEN BY "UNINTELLIGENT" YOU MEAN THE WICKED, DO YOU, IN DRAWING MEN TO PHILOSOPHY, SEEK TO GAIN THE WICKED OR THE VIRTUOUS? BUT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO GAIN THE VIRTUOUS, BECAUSE THEY HAVE ALREADY GIVEN THEMSELVES TO PHILOSOPHY. THE WICKED, THEN, (YOU TRY TO GAIN;) BUT IF THEY ARE WICKED, ARE THEY "UNINTELLIGENT?" AND MANY SUCH YOU SEEK TO WIN OVER TO PHILOSOPHY, AND YOU THEREFORE SEEK THE "UNINTELLIGENT." BUT IF I SEEK AFTER THOSE WHO ARE THUS TERMED "UNINTELLIGENT," I ACT LIKE A BENEVOLENT PHYSICIAN, WHO SHOULD SEEK AFTER THE SICK IN ORDER TO HELP AND CURE THEM. IF, BOW-EVER, BY "UNINTELLIGENT" YOU MEAN PERSONS WHO ARE NOT CLEVER, BUT THE INFERIOR CLASS OF MEN INTELLECTUALLY, I SHALL ANSWER THAT I ENDEAVOR TO IMPROVE SUCH ALSO TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY, ALTHOUGH I WOULD NOT DESIRE TO BUILD UP THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY OUT OF SUCH MATERIALS. FOR I SEEK IN PREFERENCE THOSE WHO ARE MORE CLEVER AND ACUTE, BECAUSE THEY ARE ABLE TO COMPREHEND THE MEANING OF THE HARD SAYINGS, AND OF THOSE PASSAGES IN THE LAW, AND PROPHECIES, AND GOSPELS, WHICH ARE EXPRESSED WITH OBSCURITY, AND WHICH YOU HAVE DESPISED AS NOT CONTAINING ANYTHING WORTHY OF NOTICE, BECAUSE YOU HAVE NOT ASCERTAINED THE MEANING WHICH THEY CONTAIN, NOR TRIED TO ENTER INTO THE AIM OF THE WRITERS. 
CHAP. LXXV. 
BUT AS HE AFTERWARDS SAYS THAT "THE TEACHER OF CHRISTIANITY ACTS LIKE A PERSON WHO PROMISES TO RESTORE PATIENTS TO BODILY HEALTH, BUT WHO PREVENTS THEM FROM CONSULTING SKILLED PHYSICIANS, BY WHOM HIS IGNORANCE WOULD BE EXPOSED," WE SHALL INQUIRE IN REPLY, "WHAT ARE THE PHYSICIANS TO WHOM YOU REFER, FROM WHOM WE TURN AWAY IGNORANT INDIVIDUALS.? FOR YOU DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT WE EXHORT THOSE TO EMBRACE THE GOSPEL WHO ARE DEVOTED TO PHILOSOPHY, SO THAT YOU WOULD REGARD THE LATTER AS THE PHYSICIANS FROM WHOM WE KEEP AWAY SUCH AS WE INVITE TO COME TO THE WORD OF GOD." HE INDEED WILL MAKE NO ANSWER, BECAUSE HE CANNOT NAME THE PHYSICIANS; OR ELSE HE WILL BE OBLIGED TO BETAKE HIMSELF TO THOSE OF THEM WHO ARE IGNORANT, AND WHO OF THEIR OWN ACCORD SERVILELY YIELD THEMSELVES TO THE WORSHIP OF MANY GODS, AND TO WHATEVER OTHER OPINIONS ARE ENTERTAINED BY IGNORANT INDIVIDUALS. IN EITHER CASE, THEN, HE WILL BE SHOWN TO HAVE EMPLOYED TO NO PURPOSE IN HIS ARGUMENT THE ILLUSTRATION OF "ONE WHO KEEPS OTHERS AWAY FROM SKILLED PHYSICIANS." BUT IF, IN ORDER TO PRESERVE FROM THE PHILOSOPHY OF EPICURUS, AND FROM SUCH AS ARE CONSIDERED PHYSICIANS AFTER HIS SYSTEM, THOSE WHO ARE DECEIVED BY THEM, WHY SHOULD WE NOT BE ACTING MOST REASONABLY IN KEEPING SUCH AWAY FROM A DANGEROUS DISEASE CAUSED BY THE PHYSICIANS OF CELSUS, THAT, VIZ., WHICH LEADS TO THE ANNIHILATION OF PROVIDENCE, AND THE INTRODUCTION OF PLEASURE AS A GOOD? BUT LET IT BE CONCEDED THAT WE DO KEEP AWAY THOSE WHOM WE ENCOURAGE TO BECOME OUR DISCIPLES FROM OTHER PHILOSOPHER-PHYSICIANS,--FROM THE PERIPATETICS, FOR EXAMPLE, WHO DENY THE EXISTENCE OF PROVIDENCE AND THE RELATION OF DEITY TO MAN,--WHY SHALL WE NOT PIOUSLY TRAIN AND HEAL THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN THUS ENCOURAGED, PERSUADING THEM TO DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, AND FREE THOSE WHO YIELD OBEDIENCE TO US FROM THE GREAT WOUNDS INFLICTED BY THE WORDS OF SUCH AS ARE DEEMED TO BE PHILOSOPHERS? NAY, LET IT ALSO BE ADMITTED THAT-WE TURN AWAY FROM PHYSICIANS OF THE SECT OF THE STOICS, WHO INTRODUCE A CORRUPTIBLE GOD, AND ASSERT THAT HIS ESSENCE CONSISTS OF A BODY, WHICH IS CAPABLE OF BEING CHANGED AND ALTERED IN ALL ITS PARTS, AND WHO ALSO MAINTAIN THAT ALL THINGS WILL ONE DAY PERISH, AND THAT GOD ALONE WILL BE LEFT; WHY SHALL WE NOT EVEN THUS EMANCIPATE OUR SUBJECTS FROM EVILS, AND BRING THEM BY PIOUS ARGUMENTS TO DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO THE CREATOR, AND TO ADMIRE THE FATHER OF THE CHRISTIAN SYSTEM, WHO HAS SO ARRANGED THAT INSTRUCTION OF THE MOST BENEVOLENT KIND, AND FITTED FOR THE CONVERSION OF SOULS, SHOULD BE DISTRIBUTED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE? NAY, IF WE SHOULD CURE THOSE WHO HAVE FALLEN INTO THE FOLLY OF BELIEVING IN THE TRANSMIGRATION OF SOULS THROUGH THE TEACHING OF PHYSICIANS, WHO WILL HAVE IT THAT THE RATIONAL NATURE DESCENDS SOMETIMES INTO ALL KINDS OF IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, AND SOMETIMES INTO THAT STATE OF BEING WHICH IS INCAPABLE OF USING THE IMAGINATION, WHY SHOULD WE NOT IMPROVE THE SOULS OF OUR SUBJECTS BY MEANS OF A DOCTRINE WHICH DOES NOT TEACH THAT A STATE OF INSENSIBILITY OR IRRATIONALISM IS PRODUCED IN THE WICKED INSTEAD OF PUNISHMENT, BUT WHICH SHOWS THAT THE LABOURS AND CHASTISEMENTS INFLICTED UPON THE WICKED BY GOD ARE A KIND OF MEDICINES LEADING TO CONVERSION? FOR THOSE WHO ARE INTELLIGENT CHRISTIANS, KEEPING THIS IN VIEW, DEAL WITH THE SIMPLE-MINDED, AS PARENTS DO WITH VERY YOUNG S CHILDREN. WE DO NOT BETAKE OURSELVES THEN TO YOUNG PERSONS AND SILLY RUSTICS, SAYING TO THEM, "FLEE FROM PHYSICIANS." NOR DO WE SAY, "SEE THAT NONE OF YOU LAY HOLD OF KNOWLEDGE;" NOR DO WE ASSERT THAT "KNOWLEDGE IS AN EVIL;" NOR ARE WE MAD ENOUGH TO SAY THAT "KNOWLEDGE CAUSES MEN TO LOSE THEIR SOUNDNESS OF MIND." WE WOULD NOT EVEN SAY THAT ANY ONE EVER PERISHED THROUGH WISDOM; AND ALTHOUGH WE GIVE INSTRUCTION, WE NEVER SAY, "GIVE HEED TO ME," BUT "GIVE HEED TO THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, AND TO JESUS, THE GIVER OF INSTRUCTION CONCERNING HIM." AND NONE OF US IS SO GREAT A BRAGGART AS TO SAY WHAT CELSUS PUT IN THE MOUTH OF ONE OF OUR TEACHERS TO HIS ACQUAINTANCES, "I ALONE WILL SAVE YOU." OBSERVE HERE THE LIES WHICH HE UTTERS AGAINST US! MOREOVER, WE DO NOT ASSERT THAT "TRUE PHYSICIANS DESTROY THOSE WHOM THEY PROMISE TO CURE." 
CHAP. LXXVI. 
AND HE PRODUCES A SECOND ILLUSTRATION TO OUR DISADVANTAGE, SAYING THAT "OUR TEACHER ACTS LIKE A DRUNKEN MAN, WHO, ENTERING A COMPANY OF DRUNKARDS, SHOULD ACCUSE THOSE WHO ARE SOBER OF BEING DRUNK." BUT LET HIM SHOW, SAY FROM THE WRITINGS OF PAUL, THAT THE APOSTLE OF JESUS GAVE WAY TO DRUNKENNESS, AND THAT HIS WORDS WERE NOT THOSE OF SOBERNESS; OR FROM THE WRITINGS OF JOHN, THAT HIS THOUGHTS DO NOT BREATHE A SPIRIT OF TEMPERANCE AND OF FREEDOM FROM THE INTOXICATION OF EVIL. NO ONE, THEN, WHO IS OF SOUND MIND, AND TEACHES THE DOCTRINES OF CHRISTIANITY, GETS DRUNK WITH WINE; BUT CELSUS UTTERS THESE CALUMNIES AGAINST US IN A SPIRIT VERY UNLIKE THAT OF A PHILOSOPHER. MOREOVER, LET CELSUS SAY WHO THOSE "SOBER" PERSONS ARE WHOM THE AMBASSADORS OF CHRISTIANITY ACCUSE. FOR IN OUR JUDGMENT ALL ARE INTOXICATED WHO ADDRESS THEMSELVES TO INANIMATE OBJECTS AS TO GOD. AND WHY DO I SAY "INTOXICATED?" "INSANE" WOULD BE THE MORE APPROPRIATE WORD FOR THOSE WHO HASTEN TO TEMPLES AND WORSHIP IMAGES OR ANIMALS AS DIVINITIES. AND THEY TOO ARE NOT LESS INSANE WHO THINK THAT IMAGES, FASHIONED BY MEN OF WORTHLESS AND SOMETIMES MOST WICKED CHARACTER, CONFER ANY HONOUR UPON GENUINE DIVINITIES. 
CHAP. LXXVII. 
HE NEXT LIKENS OUR TEACHER TO ONE SUFFERING FROM OPHTHALMIA, AND HIS DISCIPLES TO THOSE SUFFERING FROM THE SAME DISEASE, AND SAYS THAT "SUCH A ONE AMONGST A COMPANY OF THOSE WHO ARE AFFLICTED WITH OPHTHALMIA, ACCUSES THOSE WHO ARE SHARP-SIGHTED OF BEING BLIND." WHO, THEN, WOULD WE ASK, O GREEKS, ARE THEY WHO IN OUR JUDGMENT DO NOT SEE, SAVE THOSE WHO ARE UNABLE TO LOOK UP FROM THE EXCEEDING GREATNESS OF THE WORLD AND ITS CONTENTS, AND FROM THE BEAUTY OF CREATED THINGS, AND TO SEE THAT THEY OUGHT TO WORSHIP, AND ADMIRE, AND REVERENCE HIM ALONE WHO MADE THESE THINGS, AND THAT IT IS NOT BEFITTING TO TREAT WITH REVERENCE ANYTHING CONTRIVED BY MAN, AND APPLIED TO THE HONOUR OF GOD, WHETHER IT BE WITHOUT A REFERENCE TO THE CREATOR, OR WITH ONE? FOR, TO COMPARE WITH THAT ILLIMITABLE EXCELLENCE, WHICH SURPASSES ALL CREATED BEING, THINGS WHICH OUGHT NOT TO BE BROUGHT INTO COMPARISON WITH IT, IS THE ACT OF THOSE WHOSE UNDERSTANDING IS DARKENED. WE DO NOT THEN SAY THAT THOSE WHO ARE SHARP-SIGHTED ARE SUFFERING FROM OPHTHALMIA OR BLINDNESS; BUT WE ASSERT THAT THOSE WHO, IN IGNORANCE OF GOD, GIVE THEMSELVES TO TEMPLES AND IMAGES, AND SO-CALLED SACRED SEASONS, ARE BLINDED IN THEIR MINDS, AND ESPECIALLY WHEN, IN ADDITION TO THEIR IMPIETY, THEY LIVE ALSO IN LICENTIOUSNESS, NOT EVEN INQUIRING AFTER ANY HONOURABLE WORK WHATEVER, BUT DOING EVERYTHING THAT IS OF A DISGRACEFUL CHARACTER. 
CHAP. LXXVIII. 
AFTER HAVING BROUGHT AGAINST US CHARGES OF SO SERIOUS A KIND, HE WISHES TO MAKE IT APPEAR THAT, ALTHOUGH HE HAS OTHERS TO ADDUCE, HE PASSES THEM BY IN SILENCE. HIS WORDS ARE AS FOLLOWS: "THESE CHARGES I HAVE TO BRING AGAINST THEM, AND OTHERS OF A SIMILAR NATURE, NOT TO ENUMERATE THEM ONE BY ONE, AND I AFFIRM THAT THEY ARE IN ERROR, AND THAT THEY ACT INSOLENTLY TOWARDS GOD, IN ORDER TO LEAD ON WICKED MEN BY EMPTY HOPES, AND TO PERSUADE THEM TO DESPISE BETTER THINGS, SAYING THAT IF THEY REFRAIN FROM THEM IT WILL BE BETTER FOR THEM." IN ANSWER TO WHICH, IT MIGHT BE SAID THAT FROM THE POWER WHICH SHOWS ITSELF IN THOSE WHO ARE CONVERTED TO CHRISTIANITY, IT IS NOT AT ALL THE "WICKED" WHO ARE WON OVER TO THE GOSPEL, AS THE MORE-SIMPLE CLASS OF PERSONS, AND, AS MANY WOULD TERM THEM, THE "UNPOLISHED." FOR SUCH INDIVIDUALS, THROUGH FEAR OF THE PUNISHMENTS THAT ARE THREATENED, WHICH AROUSES AND EXHORTS THEM TO REFRAIN FROM THOSE ACTIONS WHICH ARE FOLLOWED BY PUNISHMENTS, STRIVE TO YIELD THEMSELVES UP TO THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, BEING INFLUENCED BY THE POWER OF THE WORD TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT THROUGH FEAR OF WHAT ARE CALLED IN THE WORD "EVERLASTING PUNISHMENTS," THEY DESPISE ALL THE TORTURES WHICH ARE DEVISED AGAINST THEM AMONG MEN,--EVEN DEATH ITSELF, WITH COUNTLESS OTHER EVILS,--WHICH NO WISE MAN WOULD SAY IS THE ACT OF PERSONS OF WICKED MIND. HOW CAN TEMPERANCE AND SOBER-MINDEDNESS, OR BENEVOLENCE AND LIBERALITY, BE PRACTICED BY A MAN OF WICKED MIND? NAY, EVEN THE FEAR OF GOD CANNOT BE FELT BY SUCH AN ONE, WITH RESPECT TO WHICH, BECAUSE IT IS USEFUL TO THE MANY, THE GOSPEL ENCOURAGES THOSE WHO ARE NOT YET ABLE TO CHOOSE THAT WHICH OUGHT TO BE CHOSEN FOR ITS OWN SAKE, TO SELECT IT AS THE GREATEST BLESSING, AND ONE ABOVE ALL PROMISE; FOR THIS PRINCIPLE CANNOT BE IMPLANTED IN HIM WHO PREFERS TO LIVE IN WICKEDNESS. 
CHAP. LXXIX. 
BUT IF IN THESE MATTERS ANY ONE WERE TO IMAGINE THAT IT IS SUPERSTITION RATHER THAN WICKEDNESS WHICH APPEARS IN THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE THE WORD, AND SHOULD CHARGE OUR DOCTRINE WITH MAKING MEN SUPERSTITIOUS, WE SHALL ANSWER HIM BY SAYING THAT, AS A CERTAIN LEGISLATORS REPLIED TO THE QUESTION OF ONE WHO ASKED HIM WHETHER HE HAD ENACTED FOR HIS CITIZENS THE BEST LAWS, THAT HE HAD NOT GIVEN THEM ABSOLUTELY THE BEST, BUT THE BEST WHICH THEY WERE CAPABLE OF RECEIVING; SO IT MIGHT BE SAID BY THE FATHER OF THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, I HAVE GIVEN THE BEST LAWS AND INSTRUCTION FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF MORALS OF WHICH THE MANY WERE CAPABLE, NOT THREATENING SINNERS WITH IMAGINARY LABOURS AND CHASTISEMENTS, BUT WITH SUCH AS ARE REAL, AND NECESSARY TO BE APPLIED FOR THE CORRECTION OF THOSE WHO OFFER RESISTANCE, ALTHOUGH THEY DO NOT AT ALL UNDERSTAND THE OBJECT OF HIM WHO INFLICTS THE PUNISHMENT, NOR THE EFFECT OF THE LABOURS. FOR THE DOCTRINE OF PUNISHMENT IS BOTH ATTENDED WITH UTILITY, AND IS AGREEABLE TO TRUTH, AND IS STATED IN OBSCURE TERMS WITH ADVANTAGE. MOREOVER, AS FOR THE MOST PART IT IS NOT THE WICKED WHOM THE AMBASSADORS OF CHRISTIANITY GAIN OVER, NEITHER DO WE INSULT GOD. FOR WE SPEAK REGARDING HIM BOTH WHAT IS TRUE, AND WHAT APPEARS TO BE CLEAR TO THE MULTITUDE, BUT NOT SO CLEAR TO THEM AS IT IS TO THOSE FEW WHO INVESTIGATE THE TRUTHS OF THE GOSPEL IN A PHILOSOPHICAL MANNER. 
CHAP. LXXX. 
SEEING, HOWEVER, THAT CELSUS ALLEGES THAT "CHRISTIANS ARE WON OVER BY US THROUGH VAIN HOPES," WE THUS' REPLY TO HIM WHEN HE FINDS FAULT WITH OUR DOCTRINE OF THE BLESSED LIFE, AND OF COMMUNION WITH GOD: "AS FOR YOU, GOOD SIR, THEY ALSO ARE WON OVER BY VAIN HOPES WHO HAVE ACCEPTED THE DOCTRINE OF PYTHAGORAS AND PLATO REGARDING THE SOUL, THAT IT IS ITS NATURE TO ASCEND TO THE VAULTS OF HEAVEN, AND IN THE SUPER-CELESTIAL SPACE TO BEHOLD THE SIGHTS WHICH ARE SEEN BY THE BLESSED SPECTATORS ABOVE. ACCORDING TO YOU, O CELSUS, THEY ALSO WHO HAVE ACCEPTED THE DOCTRINE OF THE DURATION OF THE SOUL (AFTER DEATH), AND WHO LEAD A LIFE THROUGH WHICH THEY BECOME HEROES, AND MAKE THEIR ABODES WITH THE GODS, ARE WON OVER BY VAIN HOPES. PROBABLY ALSO THEY WHO ARE PERSUADED THAT THE SOUL COMES (INTO THE BODY) FROM WITHOUT, AND THAT IT WILL BE WITHDRAWN FROM THE POWER OF DEATH, WOULD BE SAID BY CELSUS TO BE WON OVER BY EMPTY HOPES. LET HIM THEN COME FORTH TO THE CONTEST, NO LONGER CONCEALING THE SECT TO WHICH HE BELONGS, BUT CONFESSING HIMSELF TO BE AN EPICUREAN, AND LET HIM MEET THE ARGUMENTS, WHICH ARE NOT LIGHTLY ADVANCED AMONG GREEKS AND BARBARIANS, REGARDING THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL, OR ITS DURATION (AFTER DEATH), OR THE IMMORTALITY OF THE THINKING PRINCIPLE;, AND LET HIM PROVE THAT THESE ARE WORDS WHICH DECEIVE WITH EMPTY HOPES THOSE WHO GIVE THEIR ASSENT TO THEM; BUT THAT THE ADHERENTS OF HIS PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEM ARE PURE FROM EMPTY HOPES, AND THAT THEY INDEED LEAD TO HOPES OF GOOD, OR--WHAT IS MORE IN KEEPING WITH HIS OPINIONS--GIVE BIRTH TO NO HOPE AT ALL, ON ACCOUNT OF THE IMMEDIATE AND COMPLETE DESTRUCTION OF THE SOUL (AFTER DEATH). UNLESS, PERHAPS, CELSUS AND THE EPICUREANS WILL DENY THAT IT IS A VAIN HOPE WHICH THEY ENTERTAIN REGARDING THEIR END, PLEASURE, WHICH, ACCORDING TO THEM, IS THE SUPREME GOOD, AND WHICH CONSISTS IN THE PERMANENT HEALTH OF THE BODY, AND THE HOPE REGARDING IT WHICH IS ENTERTAINED BY EPICURUS. 
CHAP. LXXXI. 
AND DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT IT IS NOT IN KEEPING WITH THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION FOR ME TO HAVE ACCEPTED, AGAINST CELSUS, THE OPINIONS OF THOSE PHILOSOPHERS WHO HAVE TREATED OF THE IMMORTALITY OR AFTER-DURATION OF THE SOUL; FOR, HOLDING CERTAIN VIEWS IN COMMON WITH THEM, WE SHALL MORE CONVENIENTLY ESTABLISH OUR POSITION, THAT THE FUTURE LIFE OF BLESSEDNESS SHALL BE FOR THOSE ONLY WHO HAVE ACCEPTED THE RELIGION WHICH IS ACCORDING TO JESUS, AND THAT DEVOTION TOWARDS THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS WHICH IS PURE AND SINCERE, AND UN-MINGLED WITH ANY CREATED THING WHATEVER. AND LET HIM WHO LIKES SHOW WHAT "BETTER THINGS" WE PERSUADE MEN TO DESPISE, AND LET HIM COMPARE THE BLESSED END WITH GOD IN CHRIST,--THAT IS, THE WORD, AND THE WISDOM, AND ALL VIRTUE;-WHICH, ACCORDING TO OUR VIEW, SHALL BE BESTOWED, BY THE GIFT OF GOD, ON THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED A PURE AND BLAMELESS LIFE, AND WHO HAVE FELT A SINGLE AND UNDIVIDED LOVE FOR THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, WITH THAT END WHICH IS TO FOLLOW ACCORDING TO THE TEACHING OF EACH PHILOSOPHIC SECT, WHETHER IT BE GREEK OR BARBARIAN, OR ACCORDING TO THE PROFESSIONS OF RELIGIOUS MYSTERIES; AND LET HIM PROVE THAT THE END WHICH IS PREDICTED BY ANY OF THE OTHERS IS SUPERIOR TO THAT WHICH WE PROMISE, AND CONSEQUENTLY THAT THAT IS TRUE, AND OURS NOT BEFITTING THE GIFT OF GOD, NOR THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED A GOOD LIFE; OR LET HIM PROVE THAT THESE WORDS WERE NOT SPOKEN BY THE DIVINE SPIRIT, WHO FILLED THE SOULS OF THE HOLY PROPHETS. AND LET HIM WHO LIKES SHOW THAT THOSE WORDS WHICH ARE ACKNOWLEDGED AMONG ALL MEN TO BE HUMAN, ARE SUPERIOR TO THOSE WHICH ARE PROVED TO BE DIVINE, AND UTTERED BY INSPIRATION. AND WHAT ARE THE "BETTER" THINGS FROM WHICH WE TEACH THOSE WHO RECEIVE THEM THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER TO ABSTAIN? FOR IF IT BE NOT ARROGANT SO TO SPEAK, IT IS SELF-EVIDENT THAT NOTHING CAN BE DENIED WHICH IS BETTER THAN TO ENTRUST ONESELF TO THE GOD OF ALL, AND YIELD ONESELF UP TO THE DOCTRINE WHICH RAISES US ABOVE ALL CREATED THINGS, AND BRINGS US, THROUGH THE ANIMATE AND LIVING WORD--WHICH IS ALSO LIVING WISDOM AND THE SON OF GOD--TO GOD WHO IS OVER ALL. HOWEVER, AS THE THIRD BOOK OF OUR ANSWERS TO THE TREATISE OF CELSUS HAS EXTENDED TO A SUFFICIENT LENGTH, WE SHALL HERE BRING OUR PRESENT REMARKS TO A CLOSE, AND IN WHAT IS TO FOLLOW SHALL MEET WHAT CELSUS HAS SUBSEQUENTLY WRITTEN. 
ORIGEN: CONTRA CELSUM - BOOK 4
BOOK IV.
CHAP. I. 
HAVING, IN THE THREE PRECEDING BOOKS, FULLY STATED WHAT OCCURRED TO US BY WAY OF ANSWER TO THE TREATISE OF CELSUS, WE NOW, REVEREND AMBROSIUS, WITH PRAYER TO GOD THROUGH CHRIST, OFFER THIS FOURTH BOOK AS A REPLY TO WHAT FOLLOWS. AND WE PRAY THAT WORDS MAY BE GIVEN US, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH THAT THE LORD SAID TO THE PROPHET: "BEHOLD, I HAVE PUT MY WORDS IN THY MOUTH AS FIRE. SEE, I HAVE SET THEE THIS DAY OVER THE NATIONS, AND OVER THE KINGDOMS, TO ROOT OUT AND TO PULL DOWN, AND TO DESTROY, AND TO THROW DOWN, AND TO BUILD AND TO PLANT." FOR WE NEED WORDS NOW WHICH WILL ROOT OUT OF EVERY WOUNDED SOUL THE REPROACHES UTTERED AGAINST THE TRUTH BY THIS TREATISE OF CELSUS, OR WHICH PROCEED FROM OPINIONS LIKE HIS. AND WE NEED ALSO THOUGHTS WHICH WILL PULL DOWN ALL EDIFICES BASED ON FALSE OPINIONS, AND ESPECIALLY THE EDIFICE RAISED BY CELSUS IN HIS WORK WHICH RESEMBLES THE BUILDING OF THOSE WHO SAID "COME, LET US BUILD US A CITY, AND A TOWER WHOSE TOP SHALL REACH TO HEAVEN." YEA, WE EVEN REQUIRE A WISDOM WHICH WILL THROW DOWN ALL HIGH THINGS THAT RISE AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, AND ESPECIALLY THAT HEIGHT OF ARROGANCE WHICH CELSUS DISPLAYS AGAINST US. AND IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS WE MUST NOT STOP WITH ROOTING OUT AND PULLING DOWN THE HINDRANCES WHICH HAVE JUST BEEN MENTIONED, BUT MUST, IN ROOM OF WHAT HAS BEEN ROOTED OUT, PLANT THE PLANTS OF "GOD'S HUSBANDRY;" MAD IN PLACE OF WHAT HAS BEEN PULLED DOWN, REAR UP THE BUILDING OF GOD, AND THE TEMPLE OF HIS GLORY,--WE MUST FOR THAT REASON PRAY ALSO TO THE LORD, WHO BESTOWED THE GIFTS NAMED IN THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH, THAT HE MAY GRANT EVEN TO US WORDS ADAPTED BOTH FOR BUILDING UP THE (TEMPLE) OF CHRIST, AND FOR PLANTING THE SPIRITUAL LAW, AND THE PROPHETIC WORDS REFERRING TO THE SAME. AND ABOVE ALL IS IT NECESSARY TO SHOW, AS AGAINST THE ASSERTIONS OF CELSUS WHICH FOLLOW THOSE HE HAS ALREADY MADE, THAT THE PROPHECIES REGARDING CHRIST ARE TRUE PREDICTIONS. FOR, ARRAYING HIMSELF AT THE SAME TIME AGAINST BOTH PARTIES--AGAINST THE JEWS ON THE ONE HAND, WHO DENY THAT THE ADVENT OF CHRIST HAS TAKEN PLACE, BUT WHO EXPECT IT AS FUTURE, AND AGAINST CHRISTIANS ON THE OTHER, WHO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST SPOKEN OF IN PROPHECY--HE MAKES THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT: 
CHAP. II. 
"BUT THAT CERTAIN CHRISTIANS AND (ALL) JEWS SHOULD MAINTAIN, THE FORMER THAT THERE HAS ALREADY DESCENDED, THE LATTER THAT THERE WILL DESCEND, UPON THE EARTH A CERTAIN GOD, OR SON OF A GOD, WHO WILL MAKE THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH RIGHTEOUS, IS A MOST SHAMELESS ASSERTION, AND ONE THE REFUTATION OF WHICH DOES NOT NEED MANY WORDS." NOW HERE HE APPEARS TO PRONOUNCE CORRECTLY REGARDING NOT "CERTAIN" OF THE JEWS, BUT ALL OF THEM, THAT THEY IMAGINE THAT THERE IS A CERTAIN (GOD) WHO WILL DESCEND UPON THE EARTH; AND WITH REGARD TO CHRISTIANS, THAT CERTAIN OF THEM SAY THAT HE HAS ALREADY COME DOWN. FOR HE MEANS THOSE WHO PROVE FROM THE JEWISH SCRIPTURES THAT THE ADVENT OF CHRIST HAS ALREADY TAKEN PLACE, AND HE SEEMS TO KNOW THAT THERE ARE CERTAIN HERETICAL SECTS WHICH DENY THAT CHRIST JESUS WAS PREDICTED BY THE PROPHETS. IN THE PRECEDING PAGES, HOWEVER, WE HAVE ALREADY DISCUSSED, TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, THE QUESTION OF CHRIST HAVING BEEN THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY, AND THEREFORE, TO AVOID TAUTOLOGY, WE DO NOT REPEAT MUCH THAT MIGHT BE ADVANCED UPON THIS HEAD. OBSERVE, NOW, THAT IF HE HAD WISHED WITH A KIND OF APPARENT FORCE TO SUBVERT FAITH IN THE PROPHETIC WRITINGS, EITHER WITH REGARD TO THE FUTURE OR PAST ADVENT OF CHRIST, HE OUGHT TO HAVE SET FORTH THE PROPHECIES THEMSELVES WHICH WE CHRISTIANS AND JEWS QUOTE IN OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH EACH OTHER. FOR IN THIS WAY HE WOULD HAVE APPEARED TO TURN ASIDE THOSE WHO ARE CARRIED AWAY BY THE PLAUSIBLE CHARACTER OF THE PROPHETIC STATEMENTS, AS HE REGARDS IT, FROM ASSENTING TO THEIR TRUTH, AND FROM BELIEVING, ON ACCOUNT OF THESE PROPHECIES, THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST; WHEREAS NOW, BEING UNABLE TO ANSWER THE PROPHECIES RELATING TO CHRIST, OR ELSE NOT KNOWING AT ALL WHAT ARE THE PROPHECIES RELATING TO HIM, HE BRINGS FORWARD NO PROPHETIC DECLARATION, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE COUNTLESS NUMBERS WHICH REFER TO CHRIST; BUT HE THINKS THAT HE PREFERS AN ACCUSATION AGAINST THE PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES, WHILE HE DOES NOT EVEN STATE WHAT HE HIMSELF WOULD CALL THEIR "PLAUSIBLE CHARACTER!" HE IS NOT, HOWEVER, AWARE THAT IT IS NOT AT ALL THE JEWS WHO SAY THAT CHRIST WILL DESCEND AS A GOD, OR THE SON OF A GOD, AS WE HAVE SHOWN IN THE FOREGOING PAGES. AND WHEN HE ASSERTS THAT "HE IS SAID BY US TO HAVE ALREADY COME, BUT BY THE JEWS THAT HIS ADVENT AS MESSIAH IS STILL FUTURE," HE APPEARS BY THE VERY CHARGE TO CENSURE OUR STATEMENT AS ONE THAT IS MOST SHAMELESS, AND WHICH NEEDS NO LENGTHENED REFUTATION. 
CHAP. III. 
AND HE CONTINUES: "WHAT IS THE MEANING OF SUCH A DESCENT UPON THE PART OF GOD?" NOT OBSERVING THAT, ACCORDING TO OUR TEACHING, THE MEANING OF THE DESCENT IS PRE-EMINENTLY TO CONVERT WHAT ARE CALLED IN THE GOSPEL THE LOST "SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL;" AND SECONDLY, TO TAKE AWAY FROM THEM, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR DISOBEDIENCE, WHAT IS CALLED THE "KINGDOM OF GOD," AND TO GIVE TO OTHER HUSBANDMEN THAN THE ANCIENT JEWS, VIZ. TO THE CHRISTIANS, WHO WILL RENDER TO GOD THE FRUITS OF HIS KINGDOM IN DUE SEASON (EACH ACTION BEING A "FRUIT OF THE KINGDOM"). WE SHALL THEREFORE, OUT OF A GREATER NUMBER, SELECT A FEW REMARKS BY WAY OF ANSWER TO THE QUESTION OF CELSUS, WHEN HE SAYS, "WHAT IS THE MEANING OF SUCH A DESCENT UPON THE PART OF GOD?" AND CELSUS HERE RETURNS TO HIMSELF AN ANSWER WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN GIVEN NEITHER BY JEWS NOR BY US, WHEN HE ASKS, "WAS IT IN ORDER TO LEARN WHAT GOES ON AMONGST MEN?" FOR NOT ONE OF US ASSERTS THAT IT WAS IN ORDER TO LEARN WHAT GOES ON AMONGST MEN THAT CHRIST ENTERED INTO THIS LIFE. IMMEDIATELY AFTER, HOWEVER, AS IF SOME WOULD REPLY THAT IT WAS "IN ORDER TO LEARN WHAT GOES ON AMONG MEN," HE MAKES THIS OBJECTION TO HIS OWN STATEMENT: "DOES HE NOT KNOW ALL THINGS?" THEN, AS IF WE WERE TO ANSWER THAT HE DOES KNOW ALL THINGS, HE RAISES A NEW QUESTION, SAYING, "THEN HE DOES KNOW, BUT DOES NOT MAKE (MEN) BETTER, NOR IS IT POSSIBLE FOR HIM BY MEANS OF HIS DIVINE POWER TO MAKE (MEN) BETTER." NOW ALL THIS ON HIS PART IS SILLY TALK; FOR GOD, BY MEANS OF HIS WORD, WHICH IS CONTINUALLY PASSING FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION INTO HOLY SOULS, AND CONSTITUTING THEM FRIENDS OF GOD AND PROPHETS, DOES IMPROVE THOSE WHO LISTEN TO HIS WORDS; AND BY THE COMING OF CHRIST HE IMPROVES, THROUGH THE DOCTRINE OF CHRISTIANITY, NOT THOSE WHO ARE UNWILLING, BUT THOSE WHO HAVE CHOSEN THE BETTER LIFE, AND THAT WHICH IS PLEASING TO GOD. I DO NOT KNOW, MOREOVER, WHAT KIND OF IMPROVEMENT CELSUS WISHED TO TAKE PLACE WHEN HE RAISED THE OBJECTION, ASKING, "IS IT THEN NOT POSSIBLE FOR HIM, BY MEANS OF HIS DIVINE POWER, TO MAKE (MEN) BETTER, UNLESS HE SENDS SOME ONE FOR THAT SPECIAL PURPOSE?" WOULD HE THEN HAVE THE IMPROVEMENT TO TAKE PLACE BY GOD'S FILLING THE MINDS OF MEN WITH NEW IDEAS, REMOVING AT ONCE THE (INHERENT) WICKEDNESS, AND IMPLANTING VIRTUE (IN ITS STEAD)? ANOTHER PERSON NOW WOULD INQUIRE WHETHER THIS WAS NOT INCONSISTENT OR IMPOSSIBLE IN THE VERY NATURE OF THINGS; WE, HOWEVER, WOULD SAY, "GRANT IT TO BE SO, AND LET IT BE POSSIBLE." WHERE, THEN, IS OUR FREE WILL? AND WHAT CREDIT IS THERE IN ASSENTING TO THE TRUTH? OR HOW IS THE REJECTION OF WHAT IS FALSE PRAISEWORTHY? BUT EVEN IF IT WERE ONCE GRANTED THAT SUCH A COURSE WAS NOT ONLY POSSIBLE, BUT COULD BE ACCOMPLISHED WITH PROPRIETY (BY GOD), WHY WOULD NOT ONE RATHER INQUIRE (ASKING A QUESTION LIKE THAT OF CELSUS) WHY IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR GOD, BY MEANS OF HIS DIVINE POWER, TO CREATE MEN WHO NEEDED NO IMPROVEMENT, BUT WHO WERE OF THEMSELVES VIRTUOUS AND PERFECT, EVIL BEING ALTOGETHER NON-EXISTENT? THESE QUESTIONS MAY PERPLEX IGNORANT AND FOOLISH INDIVIDUALS, BUT NOT HIM WHO SEES INTO THE NATURE OF THINGS; FOR IF YOU TAKE AWAY THE SPONTANEITY OF VIRTUE, YOU DESTROY ITS ESSENCE. BUT IT WOULD NEED AN ENTIRE TREATISE TO DISCUSS THESE MATTERS; AND ON THIS SUBJECT THE GREEKS HAVE EXPRESSED THEMSELVES AT GREAT LENGTH IN THEIR WORKS ON PROVIDENCE. THEY TRULY WOULD NOT SAY WHAT CELSUS HAS EXPRESSED IN WORDS, THAT "GOD KNOWS (ALL THINGS) INDEED, BUT DOES NOT MAKE (MEN) BETTER, NOR IS ABLE TO DO SO BY HIS DIVINE POWER." WE OURSELVES HAVE SPOKEN IN MANY PARTS OF OUR WRITINGS ON THESE POINTS TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, AND THE HOLY SCRIPTURES HAVE ESTABLISHED THE SAME TO THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THEM. 
CHAP. IV. 
THE ARGUMENT WHICH CELSUS EMPLOYS AGAINST US AND THE JEWS WILL BE TURNED AGAINST HIMSELF THUS: MY GOOD SIR, DOES THE GOD WHO IS OVER ALL THINGS KNOW WHAT TAKES PLACE AMONG MEN, OR DOES HE NOT KNOW? NOW IF YOU ADMIT THE EXISTENCE OF A GOD AND OF PROVIDENCE, AS YOUR TREATISE INDICATES, HE MUST OF NECESSITY KNOW. AND IF HE DOES KNOW, WHY DOES HE NOT MAKE (MEN) BETTER? IS IT OBLIGATORY, THEN, ON US TO DEFEND GOD'S PROCEDURE IN NOT MAKING MEN BETTER, ALTHOUGH HE KNOWS THEIR STATE, BUT NOT EQUALLY BINDING ON YOU, WHO DO NOT DISTINCTLY SHOW BY YOUR TREATISE THAT YOU ARE AN EPICUREAN, BUT PRETEND TO RECOGNIZE A PROVIDENCE, TO EXPLAIN WHY GOD, ALTHOUGH KNOWING ALL THAT TAKES PLACE AMONG MEN, DOES NOT MAKE THEM BETTER, NOR BY DIVINE POWER LIBERATE ALL MEN FROM EVIL? WE ARE NOT ASHAMED, HOWEVER, TO SAY THAT GOD IS CONSTANTLY SENDING (INSTRUCTORS) IN ORDER TO MAKE MEN BETTER; FOR THERE ARE TO BE FOUND AMONGST MEN REASONS GIVEN BY GOD WHICH EXHORT THEM TO ENTER ON A BETTER LIFE. BUT THERE ARE MANY DIVERSITIES AMONGST THOSE WHO SERVE GOD, AND THEY ARE FEW IN NUMBER WHO ARE PERFECT AND PURE AMBASSADORS OF THE TRUTH, AND WHO PRODUCE A COMPLETE REFORMATION, AS DID MOSES AND THE PROPHETS. BUT ABOVE ALL THESE, GREAT WAS THE REFORMATION EFFECTED BY JESUS, WHO DESIRED TO HEAL NOT ONLY THOSE WHO LIVED IN ONE CORNER OF THE WORLD, BUT AS FAR AS IN HIM LAY, MEN IN EVERY COUNTRY, FOR HE CAME AS THE SAVIOUR OF ALL MEN. 
CHAP. V. 
THE ILLUSTRIOUS CELSUS, TAKING OCCASION I KNOW NOT FROM WHAT, NEXT RAISES AN ADDITIONAL OBJECTION AGAINST US, AS IF WE ASSERTED THAT "GOD HIMSELF WILL COME DOWN TO MEN." HE IMAGINES ALSO THAT IT FOLLOWS FROM THIS, THAT "HE HAS LEFT HIS OWN ABODE;" FOR HE DOES NOT KNOW THE POWER OF GOD, AND THAT "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD FILLETH THE WORLD, AND THAT WHICH UPHOLDETH ALL THINGS HATH KNOWLEDGE OF THE VOICE." NOR IS HE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THE WORDS, "DO I NOT FILL HEAVEN AND EARTH? SAITH THE LORD." NOR DOES HE SEE THAT, ACCORDING TO THE DOCTRINE OF CHRISTIANITY, WE ALL "IN HIM LIVE, AND MOVE, AND HAVE OUR BEING," AS PAUL ALSO TAUGHT IN HIS ADDRESS TO THE ATHENIANS; AND THEREFORE, ALTHOUGH THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE SHOULD THROUGH HIS OWN POWER DESCEND WITH JESUS INTO THE LIFE OF MEN, AND ALTHOUGH THE WORD WHICH WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD, WHICH IS ALSO GOD HIMSELF, SHOULD COME TO US, HE DOES NOT GIVE HIS PLACE OR VACATE HIS OWN SEAT, SO THAT ONE PLACE SHOULD BE EMPTY OF HIM, AND ANOTHER WHICH DID NOT FORMERLY CONTAIN HIM BE FILLED. BUT THE POWER AND DIVINITY OF GOD COMES THROUGH HIM WHOM GOD CHOOSES, AND RESIDES IN HIM IN WHOM IT FINDS A PLACE, NOT CHANGING ITS SITUATION, NOR LEAVING ITS OWN PLACE EMPTY AND FILLING ANOTHER: FOR, IN SPEAKING OF HIS QUITTING ONE PLACE AND OCCUPYING ANOTHER, WE DO NOT MEAN SUCH EXPRESSIONS TO BE TAKEN LOGICALLY; BUT WE SAY THAT THE SOUL OF THE BAD MAN, AND OF HIM WHO IS OVERWHELMED IN WICKEDNESS, IS ABANDONED BY GOD, WHILE WE MEAN THAT THE SOUL OF HIM WHO WISHES TO LIVE VIRTUOUSLY, OR OF HIM WHO IS MAKING PROGRESS (IN A VIRTUOUS LIFE), OR WHO IS ALREADY LIVING CONFORM-ABLY THERETO, IS FILLED WITH OR BECOMES A PARTAKER OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT. IT IS NOT NECESSARY, THEN, FOR THE DESCENT OF CHRIST, OR FOR THE COMING OF GOD TO MEN, THAT HE SHOULD ABANDON A GREATER SEAT, AND THAT THINGS ON EARTH SHOULD BE CHANGED, AS CELSUS IMAGINES WHEN HE SAYS, "IF YOU WERE TO CHANGE A SINGLE ONE, EVEN THE LEAST, OF THINGS ON EARTH, ALL THINGS WOULD BE OVERTURNED AND DISAPPEAR." AND IF WE MUST SPEAK OF A CHANGE IN ANY ONE BY THE APPEARING OF THE POWER OF GOD, AND BY THE ENTRANCE OF THE WORD AMONG MEN, WE SHALL NOT BE RELUCTANT TO SPEAK OF CHANGING FROM A WICKED TO A VIRTUOUS, FROM A DISSOLUTE TO A TEMPERATE, AND FROM A SUPERSTITIOUS TO A RELIGIOUS LIFE, THE PERSON WHO HAS ALLOWED THE WORD OF GOD TO FIND ENTRANCE INTO HIS SOUL. 
CHAP. VI 
BUT IF YOU WILL HAVE US TO MEET THE MOST RIDICULOUS AMONG THE CHARGES OF CELSUS, LISTEN TO HIM WHEN HE SAYS: "NOW GOD, BEING UNKNOWN AMONGST MEN, AND DEEMING HIMSELF ON THAT ACCOUNT TO HAVE LESS THAN HIS DUE, WOULD DESIRE TO MAKE HIMSELF KNOWN, AND TO MAKE TRIAL BOTH OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE UPON HIM AND OF THOSE WHO DO NOT, LIKE THOSE OF MANKIND WHO HAVE RECENTLY COME INTO THE POSSESSION OF RICHES, AND WHO MAKE A DISPLAY OF THEIR WEALTH; AND THUS THEY TESTIFY TO AN EXCESSIVE BUT VERY MORTAL AMBITION ON THE PART OF GOD." WE ANSWER, THEN, THAT GOD, NOT BEING KNOWN BY WICKED MEN, WOULD DESIRE TO MAKE HIMSELF KNOWN, NOT BECAUSE HE THINKS THAT HE MEETS WITH LESS THAN HIS DUE, BUT BECAUSE THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM WILL FREE THE POSSESSOR FROM UNHAPPINESS. NAY, NOT EVEN WITH THE DESIRE TO TRY THOSE WHO DO OR WHO DO NOT BELIEVE UPON HIM, DOES HE, BY HIS UNSPEAKABLE AND DIVINE POWER, HIMSELF TAKE UP HIS ABODE IN CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS, OR SEND HIS CHRIST; BUT HE DOES THIS IN ORDER TO LIBERATE FROM ALL THEIR WRETCHEDNESS THOSE WHO DO BELIEVE UPON HIM, AND WHO ACCEPT HIS DIVINITY, AND THAT THOSE WHO DO NOT BELIEVE MAY NO LONGER HAVE THIS AS A GROUND OF EXCUSE, VIZ., THAT THEIR UNBELIEF IS THE CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR NOT HAVING HEARD THE WORD OF INSTRUCTION. WHAT ARGUMENT, THEN, PROVES THAT IT FOLLOWS FROM OUR VIEWS THAT GOD, ACCORDING TO OUR REPRESENTATIONS, IS "LIKE THOSE OF MANKIND WHO HAVE RECENTLY COME INTO THE POSSESSION OF RICHES, AND WHO MAKE A DISPLAY OF THEIR WEALTH?" FOR GOD MAKES NO DISPLAY TOWARDS US, FROM A DESIRE THAT WE SHOULD UNDERSTAND AND CONSIDER HIS PRE-EMINENCE; BUT DESIRING THAT THE BLESSEDNESS WHICH RESULTS FROM HIS BEING KNOWN BY US SHOULD BE IMPLANTED IN OUR SOULS, HE BRINGS IT TO PASS THROUGH CHRIST, AND HIS EVER-INDWELLING WORD, THAT WE COME TO AN INTIMATE FELLOWSHIP, WITH HIM. NO MORTAL AMBITION, THEN, DOES THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE TESTIFY AS EXISTING ON THE PART OF GOD. 
CHAP. VII. 
I DO NOT KNOW HOW IT IS, THAT AFTER THE FOOLISH REMARKS WHICH HE HAS MADE UPON THE SUBJECT WHICH WE HAVE JUST BEEN DISCUSSING, HE SHOULD ADD THE FOLLOWING, THAT "GOD DOES NOT DESIRE TO MAKE HIMSELF KNOWN FOR HIS OWN SAKE, BUT BECAUSE HE WISHES TO BESTOW UPON US THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIMSELF FOR THE SAKE OF OUR SALVATION, IN ORDER THAT THOSE WHO ACCEPT IT MAY BECOME VIRTUOUS AND BE SAVED, WHILE THOSE WHO DO NOT ACCEPT MAY BE SHOWN TO BE WICKED AND BE PUNISHED." AND YET, AFTER MAKING SUCH A STATEMENT, HE RAISES A NEW OBJECTION, SAYING: "AFTER SO LONG A PERIOD OF TIME, THEN, DID GOD NOW BETHINK HIMSELF OF MAKING MEN LIVE RIGHTEOUS LIVES, BUT NEGLECT TO DO SO BEFORE?" TO WHICH WE ANSWER, THAT THERE NEVER WAS A TIME WHEN GOD DID NOT WISH TO MAKE MEN LIVE RIGHTEOUS LIVES; BUT HE CONTINUALLY EVINCED HIS CARE FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE RATIONAL ANIMAL, BY AFFORDING HIM OCCASIONS FOR THE EXERCISE OF VIRTUE. FOR IN EVERY GENERATION THE WISDOM OF GOD, PASSING INTO THOSE SOULS WHICH IT ASCERTAINS TO BE HOLY, CONVERTS THEM INTO FRIENDS AND PROPHETS OF GOD. AND THERE MAY BE FOUND IN THE SACRED BOOK (THE NAMES OF) THOSE WHO IN EACH GENERATION WERE HOLY, AND WERE RECIPIENTS OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT, AND WHO STROVE TO CONVERT THEIR CONTEMPORARIES SO FAR AS IN THEIR POWER. 
CHAP. VIII. 
AND IT IS NOT MATTER OF SURPRISE THAT IN CERTAIN GENERATIONS THERE HAVE EXISTED PROPHETS WHO, IN THE RECEPTION OF DIVINE INFLUENCE, SURPASSED, BY MEANS OF THEIR STRONGER AND MORE POWERFUL (RELIGIOUS) LIFE, OTHER PROPHETS WHO WERE THEIR CONTEMPORARIES, AND OTHERS ALSO WHO LIVED BEFORE AND AFTER THEM. AND SO IT IS NOT AT ALL WONDERFUL THAT THERE SHOULD ALSO HAVE BEEN A TIME WHEN SOMETHING OF SURPASSING EXCELLENCE TOOK UP ITS ABODE AMONG THE HUMAN RACE, AND WHICH WAS DISTINGUISHED ABOVE ALL THAT PRECEDED OR EVEN THAT FOLLOWED. BUT THERE IS AN ELEMENT OF PROFOUND MYSTERY IN THE ACCOUNT OF THESE THINGS, AND ONE WHICH IS INCAPABLE OF BEING RECEIVED BY THE POPULAR UNDERSTANDING. AND IN ORDER THAT THESE DIFFICULTIES SHOULD BE MADE TO DISAPPEAR, AND THAT THE OBJECTIONS RAISED AGAINST THE ADVENT OF CHRIST SHOULD BE ANSWERED--VIZ., THAT, "AFTER SO LONG A PERIOD OF TIME, THEN, DID GOD NOW BETHINK HIMSELF OF MAKING MEN LIVE RIGHTEOUS LIVES, BUT NEGLECT TO DO SO BEFORE?"--IT IS NECESSARY TO TOUCH UPON THE NARRATIVE OF THE DIVISIONS (OF THE NATIONS), AND TO MAKE IT EVIDENT WHY IT WAS, THAT "WHEN THE MOST HIGH DIVIDED THE NATIONS, WHEN HE SEPARATED THE SONS OF ADAM, HE SET THE BOUNDS OF THE NATIONS ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THE ANGELS OF GOD, AND THE PORTION OF THE LORD WAS HIS PEOPLE JACOB, ISRAEL THE CORD OF HIS INHERITANCE;" AND IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO STATE THE REASON WHY THE BIRTH OF EACH MAN TOOK PLACE WITHIN EACH PARTICULAR BOUNDARY, UNDER HIM WHO OBTAINED THE BOUNDARY BY LOT, AND HOW IT RIGHTLY HAPPENED THAT "THE PORTION OF THE LORD WAS HIS PEOPLE JACOB, AND ISRAEL THE CORD OF HIS INHERITANCE," AND WHY FORMERLY THE PORTION OF THE LORD WAS HIS PEOPLE JACOB, AND ISRAEL THE CORD OF HIS INHERITANCE. BUT WITH RESPECT TO THOSE WHO COME AFTER, IT IS SAID TO THE SAVIOUR BY THE FATHER, "ASK OF ME, AND I WILL GIVE THEE THE HEATHEN FOR THINE INHERITANCE, AND THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE EARTH FOR THY POSSESSION." FOR THERE ARE CERTAIN CONNECTED AND RELATED REASONS, BEARING UPON THE DIFFERENT TREATMENT OF HUMAN SOULS, WHICH ARE DIFFICULT TO STATE AND TO INVESTIGATE. THERE CAME, THEN, ALTHOUGH CELSUS MAY NOT WISH TO ADMIT IT, AFTER THE NUMEROUS PROPHETS WHO WERE THE REFORMERS OF THAT WELL-KNOWN ISRAEL, THE CHRIST, THE REFORMER OF THE WHOLE WORLD, WHO DID NOT NEED TO EMPLOY AGAINST MEN WHIPS, AND CHAINS, AND TORTURES, AS WAS THE CASE UNDER THE FORMER ECONOMY. FOR WHEN THE SOWER WENT FORTH TO SOW, THE DOCTRINE SUFFICED TO SOW THE WORD EVERYWHERE. BUT IF THERE IS A TIME COMING WHICH WILL NECESSARILY CIRCUMSCRIBE THE DURATION OF THE WORLD, BY REASON OF ITS HAVING HAD A BEGINNING, AND IF THERE IS TO BE AN END TO THE WORLD, AND AFTER THE END A JUST JUDGMENT OF ALL THINGS, IT WILL BE INCUMBENT ON HIM WHO TREATS THE DECLARATIONS OF THE GOSPELS PHILOSOPHICALLY, TO ESTABLISH THESE DOCTRINES BY ARGUMENTS OF ALL KINDS, NOT ONLY DERIVED DIRECTLY FROM THE SACRED SCRIP-TARES, BUT ALSO BY INFERENCES DEDUCIBLE FROM THEM; WHILE THE MORE NUMEROUS AND SIMPLER CLASS OF BELIEVERS, AND THOSE WHO ARE UNABLE TO COMPREHEND THE MANY VARIED ASPECTS OF THE DIVINE WISDOM, MUST ENTRUST THEMSELVES TO GOD, AND TO THE SAVIOUR OF OUR RACE, AND BE CONTENTED WITH HIS "IPSE DIXIT," INSTEAD OF THIS OR ANY OTHER DEMONSTRATION WHATEVER. 
CHAP. X. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, CELSUS, AS IS HIS CUSTOM HAVING NEITHER PROVED NOR ESTABLISHED ANYTHING, PROCEEDS TO SAY, AS IF WE TALKED OF GOD IN A MANNER THAT WAS NEITHER HOLY NOR PIOUS, THAT "IT IS PERFECTLY MANIFEST THAT THEY BABBLE ABOUT GOD IN A WAY THAT IS NEITHER HOLY NOR REVERENTIAL;" AND HE IMAGINES THAT WE DO THESE THINGS TO EXCITE THE ASTONISHMENT OF THE IGNORANT, AND THAT WE DO NOT SPEAK THE TRUTH REGARDING THE NECESSITY OF PUNISHMENTS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE SINNED. AND ACCORDINGLY, HE LIKENS US TO THOSE WHO "IN THE BACCHIC MYSTERIES INTRODUCE PHANTOMS AND OBJECTS OF TERROR." WITH RESPECT TO THE MYSTERIES OF BACCHUS, WHETHER THERE IS ANY TRUSTWORTHY ACCOUNT OF THEM, OR NONE THAT IS SUCH, LET THE GREEKS TELL, AND LET CELSUS AND HIS BOON-COMPANIONS LISTEN. BUT WE DEFEND OUR OWN PROCEDURE, WHEN WE SAY THAT OUR OBJECT IS TO REFORM THE HUMAN RACE, EITHER BY THE THREATS OF PUNISHMENTS WHICH WE ARE PERSUADED ARE NECESSARY FOR THE WHOLE WORLD, AND WHICH PERHAPS ARE NOT WITHOUT USE S TO THOSE WHO ARE TO ENDURE THEM; OR BY THE PROMISES MADE TO THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED VIRTUOUS LIVES, AND IN WHICH ARE CONTAINED THE STATEMENTS REGARDING THE BLESSED TERMINATION WHICH IS TO BE FOUND IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD, RESERVED FOR THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY OF BECOMING HIS SUBJECTS. 
CHAP. XI. 
AFTER THIS, BEING DESIROUS TO SHOW THAT IT IS NOTHING EITHER WONDERFUL OR NEW WHICH WE STATE REGARDING FLOODS OR CONFLAGRATIONS, BUT THAT, FROM MISUNDERSTANDING THE ACCOUNTS OF THESE THINGS WHICH ARE CURRENT AMONG GREEKS OR BARBAROUS NATIONS, WE HAVE ACCORDED OUR BELIEF TO OUR OWN SCRIPTURES WHEN TREATING OF THEM, HE WRITES AS FOLLOWS: "THE BELIEF HAS SPREAD AMONG THEM, FROM A MISUNDERSTANDING OF THE ACCOUNTS OF THESE OCCURRENCES, THAT AFTER LENGTHENED CYCLES OF TIME, AND THE RETURNS AND CONJUNCTIONS OF PLANETS, CONFLAGRATIONS AND FLOODS ARE WONT TO HAPPEN, AND BECAUSE AFTER THE LAST FLOOD, WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THE TIME OF DEUCALION, THE LAPSE OF TIME, AGREEABLY TO THE VICISSITUDE OF ALL THINGS, REQUIRES A CONFLAGRATION AND THIS MADE THEM GIVE UTTERANCE TO THE ERRONEOUS OPINION THAT GOD WILL DESCEND, BRINGING FIRE LIKE A TORTURER." NOW IN ANSWER TO THIS WE SAY, THAT I DO NOT UNDERSTAND HOW CELSUS, WHO HAS READ A GREAT DEAL, AND WHO SHOWS THAT HE HAS PERUSED MANY HISTORIES, HAD NOT HIS ATTENTION ARRESTED BY THE ANTIQUITY OF MOSES, WHO IS RELATED BY CERTAIN GREEK HISTORIANS TO HAVE LIVED ABOUT THE TIME OF INACHUS THE SON OF PHORONEUS, AND IS ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE EGYPTIANS TO BE A MAN OF GREAT ANTIQUITY, AS WELL AS BY THOSE WHO HAVE STUDIED THE HISTORY OF THE PHOENICIANS. AND ANY ONE WHO LIKES MAY PERUSE THE TWO BOOKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS ON THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY SEE IN WHAT WAY MOSES WAS MORE ANCIENT THAN THOSE WHO ASSERTED THAT FLOODS AND CONFLAGRATIONS TAKE PLACE IN THE WORLD AFTER LONG INTERVALS OF TIME; WHICH STATEMENT CELSUS ALLEGES THE JEWS AND CHRISTIANS TO HAVE MISUNDERSTOOD, AND, NOT COMPREHENDING WHAT WAS SAID ABOUT A CONFLAGRATION, TO HAVE DECLARED THAT "GOD WILL DESCEND, BRINGING FIRE LIKE A TORTURER." 
CHAP. XII. 
WHETHER, THEN, THERE ARE CYCLES OF TIME, AND FLOODS, OR CONFLAGRATIONS WHICH OCCUR PERIODICALLY OR NOT, AND WHETHER THE SCRIPTURE IS AWARE OF THIS, NOT ONLY IN MANY PASSAGES, BUT ESPECIALLY WHERE SOLOMON SAYS, "WHAT IS THE THING WHICH HATH BEEN? EVEN THAT WHICH SHALL BE. AND WHAT IS THE THING WHICH HATH BEEN DONE? EVEN THAT WHICH SHALL BE DONE," ETC., ETC., BELONGS NOT TO THE PRESENT OCCASION TO DISCUSS. FOR IT IS SUFFICIENT ONLY TO OBSERVE, THAT MOSES AND CERTAIN OF THE PROPHETS, BEING MEN OF VERY GREAT ANTIQUITY, DID NOT RECEIVE FROM OTHERS THE STATEMENTS RELATING TO THE (FUTURE) CONFLAGRATION OF THE WORLD; BUT, ON THE CONTRARY (IF WE MUST ATTEND TO THE MATTER OF TIME), OTHERS RATHER MISUNDERSTANDING THEM, AND NOT INQUIRING ACCURATELY INTO THEIR STATEMENTS, INVENTED THE FICTION OF THE SAME EVENTS RECURRING AT CERTAIN INTERVALS, AND DIFFERING NEITHER IN THEIR ESSENTIAL NOR ACCIDENTAL QUALITIES. BUT WE DO NOT REFER EITHER THE DELUGE OR THE CONFLAGRATION TO CYCLES AND PLANETARY PERIODS; BUT THE CAUSE OF THEM WE DECLARE TO BE THE EXTENSIVE PREVALENCE OF WICKEDNESS, AND ITS (CONSEQUENT) REMOVAL BY A DELUGE OR A CONFLAGRATION. AND IF THE VOICES OF THE PROPHETS SAY THAT GOD "COMES DOWN," WHO HAS SAID, "DO I NOT FILL HEAVEN AND EARTH? SAITH THE LORD," THE TERM IS USED IN A FIGURATIVE SENSE. FOR GOD "COMES DOWN" FROM HIS OWN HEIGHT AND GREATNESS WHEN HE ARRANGES THE AFFAIRS OF MEN, AND ESPECIALLY THOSE OF THE WICKED. AND AS CUSTOM LEADS MEN TO SAY THAT TEACHERS "CONDESCEND" TO CHILDREN, AND WISE MEN TO THOSE YOUTHS WHO HAVE JUST BE-TAKEN THEMSELVES TO PHILOSOPHY, NOT BY "DESCENDING" IN A BODILY MANNER; SO, IF GOD IS SAID ANYWHERE IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES TO "COME DOWN," IT IS UNDERSTOOD AS SPOKEN IN CONFORMITY WITH THE USAGE WHICH SO EMPLOYS THE WORD, AND, IN LIKE MANNER ALSO WITH THE EXPRESSION "GO UP." 
CHAP. XIII. 
BUT AS IT IS IN MOCKERY THAT CELSUS SAYS WE SPEAK OF "GOD COMING DOWN LIKE A TORTURER BEARING FIRE," AND THUS COMPELS US UNSEASONABLY TO INVESTIGATE WORDS OF DEEPER MEANING, WE SHALL MAKE A FEW REMARKS, SUFFICIENT TO ENABLE OUR HEARERS TO FORM AN IDEA OF THE DEFENSE WHICH DISPOSES OF THE RIDICULE OF CELSUS AGAINST US, AND THEN WE SHALL TURN TO WHAT FOLLOWS. THE DIVINE WORD SAYS THAT OUR GOD IS "A CONSUMING FIRE," AND THAT "HE DRAWS RIVERS OF FIRE BEFORE HIM;" NAY, THAT HE EVEN ENTERETH IN AS "A REFINER'S FIRE, AND AS A FULLER'S HERB," TO PURIFY HIS OWN PEOPLE. BUT WHEN HE IS SAID TO BE A "CONSUMING FIRE," WE INQUIRE WHAT ARE THE THINGS WHICH ARE APPROPRIATE TO BE CONSUMED BY GOD. AND WE ASSERT THAT THEY ARE WICKEDNESS, AND THE WORKS WHICH RESULT FROM IT, AND WHICH, BEING FIGURATIVELY CALLED "WOOD, HAY, STUBBLE," GOD CONSUMES AS A FIRE. THE WICKED MAN, ACCORDINGLY, IS SAID TO BUILD UP ON THE PREVIOUSLY-LAID FOUNDATION OF REASON, "WOOD, AND HAY, AND STUBBLE." IF, THEN, ANY ONE CAN SHOW THAT THESE WORDS WERE DIFFERENTLY UNDERSTOOD BY THE WRITER, AND CAN PROVE THAT THE WICKED MAN LITERALLY BUILDS UP "WOOD, OR HAY, OR STUBBLE," IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE FIRE MUST BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE MATERIAL, AND AN OBJECT OF SENSE. BUT IF, ON THE CONTRARY, THE WORKS OF THE WICKED MAN ARE SPOKEN OF FIGURATIVELY UNDER THE NAMES OF "WOOD, OR HAY, OR STUBBLE," WHY DOES IT NOT AT ONCE OCCUR (TO INQUIRE) IN WHAT SENSE THE WORD "FIRE" IS TO BE TAKEN, SO THAT "WOOD" OF SUCH A KIND SHOULD BE CONSUMED? FOR (THE SCRIPTURE) SAYS: "THE FIRE WILL TRY EACH MAN'S WORK OF WHAT SORT IT IS. IF ANY MAN'S WORK ABIDES WHICH HE HATH BUILT THEREUPON, HE SHALL RECEIVE A REWARD. IF ANY MAN'S WORK BE BURNED, HE SHALL SUFFER LOSS." BUT WHAT WORK CAN BE SPOKEN OF IN THESE WORDS AS BEING "BURNED," SAVE ALL THAT RESULTS FROM WICKEDNESS? THEREFORE, OUR GOD IS A "CONSUMING FIRE" IN THE SENSE IN WHICH WE HAVE TAKEN THE WORD; AND THUS, HE ENTERS IN AS A "REFINER'S FIRE," TO REFINE THE RATIONAL NATURE, WHICH HAS BEEN FILLED WITH THE LEAD OF WICKEDNESS, AND TO FREE IT FROM THE OTHER IMPURE MATERIALS, WHICH ADULTERATE THE NATURAL GOLD OR SILVER, SO TO SPEAK, OF THE SOUL. AND, IN LIKE MANNER, "RIVERS OF FIRE" ARE SAID TO BE BEFORE GOD, WHO WILL THOROUGHLY CLEANSE AWAY THE EVIL WHICH IS INTERMINGLED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE SOUL. BUT THESE REMARKS ARE SUFFICIENT IN ANSWER TO THE ASSERTION, "THAT THUS THEY WERE MADE TO GIVE EXPRESSION TO THE ERRONEOUS OPINION THAT GOD WILL COME DOWN BEARING FIRE LIKE A TORTURER." 
CHAP. XIV. 
BUT LET US LOOK AT WHAT CELSUS NEXT WITH GREAT OSTENTATION ANNOUNCES IN THE FOLLOWING FASHION: "AND AGAIN," HE SAYS, "LET US RESUME THE SUBJECT FROM THE BEGINNING, WITH A LARGER ARRAY OF PROOFS. AND I MAKE NO NEW STATEMENT, BUT SAY WHAT HAS BEEN LONG SETTLED. GOD IS GOOD, AND BEAUTIFUL, AND BLESSED, AND THAT IN THE BEST AND MOST BEAUTIFUL DEGREE. BUT IF HE COME DOWN AMONG MEN, HE MUST UNDERGO A CHANGE, AND A CHANGE FROM GOOD TO EVIL, FROM VIRTUE TO VICE, FROM HAPPINESS TO MISERY, AND FROM BEST TO WORST. WHO, THEN, WOULD MAKE CHOICE OF SUCH A CHANGE? IT IS THE NATURE OF A MORTAL, INDEED, TO UNDERGO CHANGE AND REMOLDING, BUT OF AN IMMORTAL TO REMAIN THE SAME AND UNALTERED. GOD, THEN, COULD NOT ADMIT OF SUCH A CHANGE." NOW IT APPEARS TO ME THAT THE FITTING ANSWER HAS BEEN RETURNED TO THESE OBJECTIONS, WHEN I HAVE RELATED WHAT IS CALLED IN SCRIPTURE THE "CONDESCENSION" OF GOD TO HUMAN AFFAIRS; FOR WHICH PURPOSE HE DID NOT NEED TO UNDERGO A TRANSFORMATION, AS CELSUS THINKS WE ASSERT, NOR A CHANGE FROM GOOD TO EVIL, NOR FROM VIRTUE TO VICE, NOR FROM HAPPINESS TO MISERY, NOR FROM BEST TO WORST. FOR, CONTINUING UNCHANGEABLE IN HIS ESSENCE, HE CONDESCENDS TO HUMAN AFFAIRS BY THE ECONOMY OF HIS PROVIDENCE. WE SHOW, ACCORDINGLY, THAT THE HOLY SCRIPTURES REPRESENT GOD AS UNCHANGEABLE, BOTH BY SUCH WORDS AS "THOU ART THE SAME," AND" I CHANGE NOT;" WHEREAS THE GODS OF EPICURUS, BEING COMPOSED OF ATOMS, AND, SO FAR AS THEIR STRUCTURE IS CONCERNED, CAPABLE OF DISSOLUTION, ENDEAVOR TO THROW OFF THE ATOMS WHICH CONTAIN THE ELEMENTS OF DESTRUCTION. NAY, EVEN THE GOD OF THE STOICS, AS BEING CORPOREAL, AT ONE TIME HAS HIS WHOLE ESSENCE COMPOSED OF THE GUIDING PRINCIPLE WHEN THE CONFLAGRATION (OF THE WORLD) TAKES PLACE; AND AT ANOTHER, WHEN A RE-ARRANGEMENT OF THINGS OCCURS, HE AGAIN BECOMES PARTLY MATERIAL. FOR EVEN THE STOICS WERE UNABLE DISTINCTLY TO COMPREHEND THE NATURAL IDEA OF GOD, AS OF A BEING ALTOGETHER INCORRUPTIBLE AND SIMPLE, AND UNCOMPOUNDED AND INDIVISIBLE. 
CHAP. XV. 
AND WITH RESPECT TO HIS HAVING DESCENDED AMONG MEN, HE WAS "PREVIOUSLY IN THE FORM OF GOD;" AND THROUGH BENEVOLENCE, DIVESTED HIMSELF (OF HIS GLORY), THAT HE MIGHT BE CAPABLE OF BEING RECEIVED BY MEN. BUT HE DID NOT, I IMAGINE, UNDERGO ANY CHANGE FROM "GOOD TO EVIL," FOR "HE DID NO SIN;" NOR FROM "VIRTUE TO VICE," FOR "HE KNEW NO SIN." NOR DID HE PASS FROM "HAPPINESS TO MISERY," BUT HE HUMBLED HIMSELF, AND NEVERTHELESS WAS BLESSED, EVEN WHEN HIS HUMILIATION WAS UNDERGONE IN ORDER TO BENEFIT OUR RACE. NOR WAS THERE ANY CHANGE IN HIM FROM "BEST TO WORST," FOR HOW CAN GOODNESS AND BENEVOLENCE BE OF "THE WORST?" IS IT BEFITTING TO SAY OF THE PHYSICIAN, WHO LOOKS ON DREADFUL SIGHTS AND HANDLES UNSIGHTLY OBJECTS IN ORDER TO CURE THE SUFFERERS, THAT HE PASSES FROM "GOOD TO EVIL," OR FROM "VIRTUE TO VICE," OR FROM "HAPPINESS TO MISERY?" AND YET THE PHYSICIAN, IN LOOKING ON DREADFUL SIGHTS AND HANDLING UNSIGHTLY OBJECTS, DOES NOT WHOLLY ESCAPE THE POSSIBILITY OF BEING INVOLVED IN THE SAME FATE. BUT HE WHO HEALS THE WOUNDS OF OUR SOULS, THROUGH THE WORD OF GOD THAT IS IN HIM, IS HIMSELF INCAPABLE OF ADMITTING ANY WICKEDNESS. BUT IF THE IMMORTAL GOD--THE WORD--BY ASSUMING A MORTAL BODY AND A HUMAN SOUL, APPEARS TO CELSUS TO UNDERGO A CHANGE AND TRANSFORMATION, LET HIM LEARN THAT THE WORD, STILL REMAINING ESSENTIALLY THE WORD, SUFFERS NONE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE SUFFERED BY THE BODY OR THE SOUL; BUT, CONDESCENDING OCCASIONALLY TO (THE WEAKNESS OF) HIM WHO IS UNABLE TO LOOK UPON THE SPLENDORS AND BRILLIANCY OF DEITY, HE BECOMES AS IT WERE FLESH, SPEAKING WITH A LITERAL VOICE, UNTIL HE WHO HAS RECEIVED HIM IN SUCH A FORM IS ABLE, THROUGH BEING ELEVATED IN SOME SLIGHT DEGREE BY THE TEACHING OF THE WORD, TO GAZE UPON WHAT IS, SO TO SPEAK, HIS REAL AND PRE-EMINENT APPEARANCE. 
CHAP. XVI. 
FOR THERE ARE DIFFERENT APPEARANCES, AS IT WERE, OF THE WORD, ACCORDING AS HE SHOWS HIMSELF TO EACH ONE OF THOSE WHO COME TO HIS DOCTRINE; AND THIS IN A MANNER CORRESPONDING TO THE CONDITION OF HIM WHO IS JUST BECOMING A DISCIPLE, OR OF HIM WHO HAS MADE A LITTLE PROGRESS, OR OF HIM WHO HAS ADVANCED FURTHER, OR OF HIM WHO HAS ALREADY NEARLY ATTAINED TO VIRTUE, OR WHO HAS EVEN ALREADY ATTAINED IT. AND HENCE IT IS NOT THE CASE, AS CELSUS AND THOSE LIKE HIM WOULD HAVE IT, THAT OUR GOD WAS TRANSFORMED, AND ASCENDING THE LOFTY MOUNTAIN, SHOWED THAT HIS REAL APPEARANCE WAS SOMETHING DIFFERENT, AND FAR MORE EXCELLENT THAN WHAT THOSE WHO REMAINED BELOW, AND WERE UNABLE TO FOLLOW HIM ON HIGH, BEHELD. FOR THOSE BELOW DID NOT POSSESS EYES CAPABLE OF SEEING THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORD INTO HIS GLORIOUS AND MORE DIVINE CONDITION. BUT WITH DIFFICULTY WERE THEY ABLE TO RECEIVE HIM AS HE WAS; SO THAT IT MIGHT BE SAID OF HIM BY THOSE WHO WERE UNABLE TO BEHOLD HIS MORE EXCELLENT NATURE: "WE SAW HIM, AND HE HAD NO FORM NOR COMELINESS; BUT HIS FORM WAS MEAN, AND INFERIOR TO THAT OF THE SONS OF MEN." AND LET THESE REMARKS BE AN ANSWER TO THE SUPPOSITIONS OF CELSUS, WHO DOES NOT UNDERSTAND THE CHANGES OR TRANSFORMATIONS OF JESUS, AS RELATED IN THE HISTORIES, NOR HIS MORTAL AND IMMORTAL NATURE. 
CHAP. XVII. 
BUT WILL NOT THOSE NARRATIVES, ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY ARE UNDERSTOOD IN THEIR PROPER SENSE, APPEAR FAR MORE-WORTHY OF RESPECT THAN THE STORY THAT DIONYSUS WAS DECEIVED BY THE TITANS, AND EXPELLED FROM THE THRONE OF JUPITER, AND TORN IN PIECES BY THEM, AND HIS REMAINS BEING AFTERWARDS PUT TOGETHER AGAIN, HE RETURNED AS IT WERE ONCE MORE TO LIFE, AND ASCENDED TO HEAVEN? OR ARE THE GREEKS AT LIBERTY TO REFER SUCH STORIES TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE SOUL, AND TO INTERPRET THEM FIGURATIVELY, WHILE THE DOOR OF A CONSISTENT EXPLANATION, AND ONE EVERYWHERE IN ACCORD AND HARMONY WITH THE WRITINGS OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT, WHO HAD HIS ABODE IN PURE SOULS, IS CLOSED AGAINST US? CELSUS, THEN, IS ALTOGETHER IGNORANT OF THE PURPOSE OF OUR WRITINGS, AND IT IS THEREFORE UPON HIS OWN ACCEPTATION OF THEM THAT HE CASTS DISCREDIT, AND NOT UPON THEIR REAL MEANING; WHEREAS, IF HE HAD REFLECTED ON WHAT IS APPROPRIATE TO A SOUL WHICH IS TO ENJOY AN EVERLASTING LIFE, AND ON THE OPINION WHICH WE ARE TO FORM OF ITS ESSENCE AND PRINCIPLES, HE WOULD NOT SO HAVE RIDICULED THE ENTRANCE OF THE IMMORTAL INTO A MORTAL BODY, WHICH TOOK PLACE NOT ACCORDING TO THE METEMPSYCHOSIS OF PLATO, BUT AGREEABLY TO ANOTHER AND HIGHER VIEW OF THINGS. AND HE WOULD HAVE OBSERVED ONE "DESCENT," DISTINGUISHED BY ITS GREAT BENEVOLENCE, UNDERTAKEN TO CONVERT (AS THE SCRIPTURE MYSTICALLY TERMS THEM) THE "LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL," WHICH HAD STRAYED DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAINS, AND TO WHICH THE SHEPHERD IS SAID IN CERTAIN PARABLES TO HAVE GONE DOWN, LEAVING ON THE MOUNTAINS THOSE "WHICH HAD NOT STRAYED." 
CHAP. XVIII. 
BUT CELSUS, LINGERING OVER MATTERS WHICH HE DOES NOT UNDERSTAND, LEADS US TO BE GUILTY OF TAUTOLOGY, AS WE DO NOT WISH EVEN IN APPEARANCE TO LEAVE ANY ONE OF HIS OBJECTIONS UNEXAMINED. HE PROCEEDS, ACCORDINGLY, AS FOLLOWS: "GOD EITHER REALLY CHANGES HIMSELF, AS THESE ASSERTS, INTO A MORTAL BODY, AND THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF THAT HAS BEEN ALREADY DECLARED; OR ELSE HE DOES NOT UNDERGO A CHANGE, BUT ONLY CAUSES THE BEHOLDERS TO IMAGINE SO, AND THUS DECEIVES THEM, AND IS GUILTY OF FALSEHOOD. NOW DECEIT AND FALSEHOOD ARE NOTHING BUT EVILS, AND WOULD ONLY BE EMPLOYED AS A MEDICINE, EITHER IN THE CASE OF SICK AND LUNATIC FRIENDS, WITH A VIEW TO THEIR CURE, OR IN THAT OF ENEMIES WHEN ONE IS TAKING MEASURES TO ESCAPE DANGER. BUT NO SICK MAN OR LUNATIC IS A FRIEND OF GOD, NOR DOES GOD FEAR ANY ONE TO SUCH A DEGREE AS TO SHUN DANGER BY LEADING HIM INTO ERROR." NOW THE ANSWER TO THESE STATEMENTS MIGHT HAVE RESPECT PARTLY TO THE NATURE OF THE DIVINE WORD, WHO IS GOD, AND PARTLY TO THE SOUL OF JESUS. AS RESPECTS THE NATURE OF THE WORD, IN THE SAME WAY AS THE QUALITY OF THE FOOD CHANGES IN THE NURSE INTO MILK WITH REFERENCE TO THE NATURE OF THE CHILD, OR IS ARRANGED BY THE PHYSICIAN WITH A VIEW TO THE GOOD OF HIS HEALTH IN THE CASE OF A SICK MAN OR (IS SPECIALLY) PREPARED FOR A STRONGER MAN, BECAUSE HE POSSESSES GREATER VIGOR, SO DOES GOD APPROPRIATELY CHANGE, IN THE CASE OF EACH INDIVIDUAL, THE POWER OF THE WORD TO WHICH BELONGS THE NATURAL PROPERTY OF NOURISHING THE HUMAN SOUL. AND TO ONE IS GIVEN, AS THE SCRIPTURE TERMS IT, "THE SINCERE MILK OF THE WORD;" AND TO ANOTHER, WHO IS WEAKER, AS IT WERE, "HERBS;" AND TO ANOTHER WHO IS FULL-GROWN, "STRONG MEAT." AND THE WORD DOES NOT, I IMAGINE, PROVE FALSE TO HIS OWN NATURE, IN CONTRIBUTING NOURISHMENT TO EACH ONE, ACCORDING AS HE IS CAPABLE OF RECEIVING HIM. NOR DOES HE MISLEAD OR PROVE FALSE. BUT IF ONE WERE TO TAKE THE CHANGE AS REFERRING TO THE SOUL OF JESUS AFTER IT HAD ENTERED THE BODY, WE WOULD INQUIRE IN WHAT SENSE THE TERM "CHANGE" IS USED. FOR IF IT BE MEANT TO APPLY TO ITS ESSENCE, SUCH A SUPPOSITION IS INADMISSIBLE, NOT ONLY IN RELATION TO THE SOUL OF JESUS, BUT ALSO TO THE RATIONAL SOUL OF ANY OTHER BEING. AND IF IT BE ALLEGED THAT IT SUFFERS ANYTHING FROM THE BODY WHEN UNITED WITH IT, OR FROM THE PLACE TO WHICH IT HAS COME, THEN WHAT INCONVENIENCE CAN HAPPEN TO THE WORD WHO, IN GREAT BENEVOLENCE, BROUGHT DOWN A SAVIOUR TO THE HUMAN RACE?--SEEING NONE OF THOSE WHO FORMERLY PROFESSED TO EFFECT A CURE COULD ACCOMPLISH SO MUCH AS THAT SOUL SHOWED IT COULD DO, BY WHAT IT PERFORMED, EVEN BY VOLUNTARILY DESCENDING TO THE LEVEL OF HUMAN DESTINIES FOR THE BENEFIT OF OUR RACE. AND THE DIVINE WORD, WELL KNOWING THIS, SPEAKS TO THAT EFFECT IN MANY PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE, ALTHOUGH IT IS SUFFICIENT AT PRESENT TO QUOTE ONE TESTIMONY OF PAUL TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT: "LET THIS MIND BE IN YOU WHICH WAS ALSO IN CHRIST JESUS; WHO, BEING IN THE FORM OF GOD, THOUGHT IT NOT ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL WITH GOD, BUT MADE HIMSELF OF NO REPUTATION, AND TOOK UPON HIM THE FORM OF A SERVANT, AND WAS MADE IN THE LIKENESS OF MEN; AND BEING FOUND IN FASHION AS A MAN, HE HUMBLED HIMSELF, AND BECAME OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH, EVEN THE DEATH OF THE CROSS. WHEREFORE GOD ALSO HATH HIGHLY EXALTED HIM, AND GIVEN HIM A NAME WHICH IS ABOVE EVERY NAME." 
CHAP. XIX. 
OTHERS, THEN, MAY CONCEDE TO CELSUS THAT GOD DOES NOT UNDERGO A CHANGE, BUT LEADS THE SPECTATORS TO IMAGINE THAT HE DOES; WHEREAS WE WHO ARE PERSUADED THAT THE ADVENT OF JESUS AMONG MEN WAS NO MERE APPEARANCE, BUT A REAL MANIFESTATION, ARE NOT AFFECTED BY THIS CHARGE OF CELSUS. WE NEVERTHELESS WILL ATTEMPT A REPLY, BECAUSE YOU ASSERT, CELSUS, DO YOU NOT, THAT IT IS SOMETIMES ALLOWABLE TO EMPLOY DECEIT AND FALSEHOOD BY WAY, AS IT WERE, OF MEDICINE? WHERE, THEN, IS THE ABSURDITY, IF SUCH A SAVING RESULT WERE TO BE ACCOMPLISHED, THAT SOME SUCH EVENTS SHOULD HAVE TAKEN PLACE? FOR CERTAIN WORDS, WHEN SAVOURING OF FALSEHOOD, PRODUCE UPON SUCH CHARACTERS A CORRECTIVE EFFECT (LIKE THE SIMILAR DECLARATIONS OF PHYSICIANS TO THEIR PATIENTS), RATHER THAN WHEN SPOKEN IN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH. THIS, HOWEVER, MUST BE OUR DEFENSE AGAINST OTHER OPPONENTS. FOR THERE IS NO ABSURDITY IN HIM WHO HEALED SICK FRIENDS, HEALING THE DEAR HUMAN RACE BY MEANS OF SUCH REMEDIES AS HE WOULD NOT EMPLOY PREFERENTIALLY, BUT ONLY ACCORDING TO CIRCUMSTANCES. THE HUMAN RACE, MOREOVER, WHEN IN A STATE OF MENTAL ALIENATION, HAD TO BE CURED BY METHODS WHICH THE WORD SAW WOULD AID IN BRINGING BACK THOSE SO AFFLICTED TO A SOUND STATE OF MIND. BUT CELSUS SAYS ALSO, THAT "ONE ACTS THUS TOWARDS ENEMIES WHEN TAKING MEASURES TO ESCAPE DANGER. BUT GOD DOES NOT FEAR ANY ONE, SO AS TO ESCAPE DANGER BY LEADING INTO ERROR THOSE WHO CONSPIRE AGAINST HIM." NOW IT IS ALTOGETHER UNNECESSARY AND ABSURD TO ANSWER A CHARGE WHICH IS ADVANCED BY NO ONE AGAINST OUR SAVIOUR. AND WE HAVE ALREADY REPLIED, WHEN ANSWERING OTHER CHARGES, TO THE STATEMENT THAT "NO ONE WHO IS EITHER IN A STATE OF SICKNESS OR MENTAL ALIENATION IS A FRIEND OF GOD." FOR THE ANSWER IS, THAT SUCH ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE, NOT FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO, BEING ALREADY FRIENDS, AFTERWARDS FELL SICK OR BECAME AFFLICTED WITH MENTAL DISEASE, BUT IN ORDER THAT THOSE WHO WERE STILL ENEMIES THROUGH SICKNESS OF THE SOUL, AND ALIENATION OF THE NATURAL REASON, MIGHT BECOME THE FRIENDS OF GOD. FOR IT IS DISTINCTLY STATED THAT JESUS ENDURED ALL THINGS ON BEHALF OF SINNERS, THAT HE MIGHT FREE THEM FROM SIN, AND CONVERT THEM TO RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
CHAP. XX. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS HE REPRESENTS THE JEWS ACCOUNTING IN A WAY PECULIAR TO THEMSELVES FOR THEIR BELIEF THAT THE ADVENT OF CHRIST AMONG THEM IS STILL IN THE FUTURE, AND THE CHRISTIANS AS MAINTAINING IN THEIR WAY THAT THE COMING OF THE SON OF GOD INTO THE LIFE OF MEN HAS ALREADY TAKEN PLACE, LET US, AS FAR AS WE CAN, BRIEFLY CONSIDER THESE POINTS. ACCORDING TO CELSUS, THE JEWS SAY THAT " (HUMAN) LIFE, BEING FILLED WITH ALL WICKEDNESS, NEEDED ONE SENT FROM GOD, THAT THE WICKED MIGHT BE PUNISHED, AND ALL THINGS PURIFIED IN A MANNER ANALOGOUS TO THE FIRST DELUGE WHICH HAPPENED." AND AS THE CHRISTIANS ARE SAID TO MAKE STATEMENTS ADDITIONAL TO THIS, IT IS EVIDENT THAT HE ALLEGES THAT THEY ADMIT THESE. NOW, WHERE IS THE ABSURDITY IN THE COMING OF ONE WHO IS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE PREVAILING FLOOD OF WICKEDNESS, TO PURIFY THE WORLD, AND TO TREAT EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO HIS DESERTS? FOR IT IS NOT IN KEEPING WITH THE CHARACTER OF GOD THAT THE DIFFUSION OF WICKEDNESS SHOULD NOT CEASE, AND ALL THINGS BE RENEWED. THE GREEKS, MOREOVER, KNOW OF THE EARTH'S BEING PURIFIED AT CERTAIN TIMES BY A DELUGE OR A FIRE, AS PLATO, TOO, SAYS SOMEWHERE TO THIS EFFECT: "AND WHEN THE GODS OVERWHELM THE EARTH, PURIFYING IT WITH WATER, SOME OF THEM ON THE MOUNTAINS," ETC., ETC. MUST IT BE SAID, THEN, THAT IF THE GREEKS MAKE SUCH ASSERTIONS, THEY ARE TO BE DEEMED WORTHY OF RESPECT AND CONSIDERATION, BUT THAT IF WE TOO MAINTAIN CERTAIN OF THESE VIEWS, WHICH ARE QUOTED WITH APPROVAL BY THE GREEKS, THEY CEASE TO BE HONORABLE? AND YET THEY WHO CARE TO ATTEND TO THE CONNECTION AND TRUTH OF ALL OUR RECORDS, WILL ENDEAVOR TO ESTABLISH NOT ONLY THE ANTIQUITY OF THE WRITERS, BUT THE VENERABLE NATURE OF THEIR WRITINGS, AND THE CONSISTENCY OF THEIR SEVERAL PARTS. 
CHAP. XXI. 
BUT I DO NOT UNDERSTAND HOW HE CAN IMAGINE THE OVERTURNING OF THE TOWER (OF BABEL) TO HAVE HAPPENED WITH A SIMILAR OBJECT TO THAT OF THE DELUGE, WHICH EFFECTED A PURIFICATION OF THE EARTH, ACCORDING TO THE ACCOUNTS BOTH OF JEWS AND CHRISTIANS. FOR, IN ORDER THAT THE NARRATIVE CONTAINED IN GENESIS RESPECTING THE TOWER MAY BE HELD TO CONVEY NO SECRET MEANING, BUT, AS CELSUS SUPPOSES, MAY BE TAKEN AS TRUE TO THE LETTER, THE EVENT DOES NOT ON SUCH A VIEW APPEAR TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PURIFYING THE EARTH; UNLESS, INDEED, HE IMAGINES THAT THE SO-CALLED CONFUSION OF TONGUES IS SUCH A PURIFICATORY PROCESS. BUT ON THIS POINT, HE WHO HAS THE OPPORTUNITY WILL TREAT MORE SEASONABLY WHEN HIS OBJECT IS TO SHOW NOT ONLY WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE NARRATIVE IN ITS HISTORICAL CONNECTION, BUT WHAT METAPHORICAL MEANING MAY BE DEDUCED FROM IT. SEEING THAT HE IMAGINES, HOWEVER, THAT MOSES, WHO WROTE THE ACCOUNT OF THE TOWER, AND THE CONFUSION OF TONGUES, HAS PERVERTED THE STORY OF THE SONS OF ALOEUS, AND REFERRED IT TO THE TOWER, WE MUST REMARK THAT I DO NOT THINK ANY ONE PRIOR TO THE TIME OF HOMER S HAS MENTIONED THE SONS OF ALOEUS, WHILE I AM PERSUADED THAT WHAT IS RELATED ABOUT THE TOWER HAS BEEN RECORDED BY MOSES AS BEING MUCH OLDER NOT ONLY THAN HOMER, BUT EVEN THAN THE INVENTION OF LETTERS AMONG THE GREEKS. WHO, THEN, ARE THE PERVERTERS OF EACH OTHER'S NARRATIVES? WHETHER DO THEY WHO RELATE THE STORY OF THE ALOADAE PERVERT THE HISTORY OF THE TIME, OR HE WHO WROTE THE ACCOUNT OF THE TOWER AND THE CONFUSION OF TONGUES THE STORY OF THE ALOADAE? NOW TO IMPARTIAL HEARERS MOSES APPEARS TO BE MORE ANCIENT THAN HOMER. THE DESTRUCTION BY FIRE, MOREOVER, OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR SINS, RELATED BY MOSES IN GENESIS, IS COMPARED BY CELSUS TO THE STORY OF PHAETHON, ALL THESE STATEMENTS OF HIS RESULTING FROM ONE BLUNDER, VIZ., HIS NOT ATTENDING TO THE (GREATER) ANTIQUITY OF MOSES. FOR THEY WHO RELATE THE STORY OF PHAETHON SEEM TO BE YOUNGER EVEN THAN HOMER, WHO, AGAIN, IS MUCH YOUNGER THAN MOSES. WE DO NOT DENY, THEN, THAT THE PURIFICATORY FIRE AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WORLD TOOK PLACE IN ORDER THAT EVIL MIGHT BE SWEPT AWAY, AND ALL THINGS BE RENEWED; FOR WE ASSERT THAT WE HAVE LEARNED THESE THINGS FROM THE SACRED BOOKS OF THE PROPHETS. BUT SINCE, AS WE HAVE SAID IN THE PRECEDING PAGES, THE PROPHETS, IN UTTERING MANY PREDICTIONS REGARDING FUTURE EVENTS, SHOW THAT THEY HAVE SPOKEN THE TRUTH CONCERNING MANY THINGS THAT ARE PAST, AND THUS GIVE EVIDENCE OF THE INDWELLING OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT, IT IS MANIFEST THAT, WITH RESPECT TO THINGS STILL FUTURE, WE SHOULD REPOSE FAITH IN THEM, OR RATHER IN THE DIVINE SPIRIT THAT IS IN THEM. 
CHAP. XXII. 
BUT, ACCORDING TO CELSUS, "THE CHRISTIANS, MAKING CERTAIN ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS TO THOSE OF THE JEWS, ASSERT THAT THE SON OF GOD HAS BEEN ALREADY SENT ON ACCOUNT OF THE SINS OF THE JEWS; AND THAT THE JEWS HATING CHASTISED JESUS, AND GIVEN HIM GALL TO DRINK, HAVE BROUGHT UPON THEMSELVES THE DIVINE WRATH." AND ANY ONE WHO LIKES MAY CONVICT THIS STATEMENT OF FALSEHOOD, IF IT BE NOT THE CASE THAT THE WHOLE JEWISH NATION WAS OVERTHROWN WITHIN ONE SINGLE GENERATION AFTER JESUS HAD UNDERGONE THESE SUFFERINGS AT THEIR HANDS. FOR FORTY AND TWO YEARS, I THINK, AFTER THE DATE OF THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS, DID THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM TAKE PLACE. NOW IT HAS NEVER BEEN RECORDED, SINCE THE JEWISH NATION BEGAN TO EXIST, THAT THEY HAVE BEEN EXPELLED FOR SO LONG A PERIOD FROM THEIR VENERABLE TEMPLE-WORSHIP AND SERVICE, AND ENSLAVED BY MORE POWERFUL NATIONS; FOR IF AT ANY TIME THEY APPEARED TO BE ABANDONED BECAUSE OF THEIR SINS, THEY WERE NOTWITHSTANDING VISITED (BY GOD), AND RETURNED TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY, AND RECOVERED THEIR POSSESSIONS, AND PERFORMED UNHINDERED THE OBSERVANCES OF THEIR LAW. ONE FACT, THEN, WHICH PROVES THAT JESUS WAS SOMETHING DIVINE AND SACRED, IS THIS, THAT JEWS SHOULD HAVE SUFFERED ON HIS ACCOUNT NOW FOR A LENGTHENED TIME CALAMITY OF SUCH SEVERITY. AND WE SAY WITH CONFIDENCE THAT THEY WILL NEVER BE RESTORED TO THEIR FORMER CONDITION. FOR THEY COMMITTED A CRIME OF THE MOST UNHALLOWED KIND, IN CONSPIRING AGAINST THE SAVIOUR OF THE HUMAN RACE IN THAT CITY WHERE THEY OFFERED UP TO GOD A WORSHIP CONTAINING THE SYMBOLS OF MIGHTY MYSTERIES. IT ACCORDINGLY BEHOOVED THAT CITY WHERE JESUS UNDERWENT THESE SUFFERINGS TO PERISH UTTERLY, AND THE JEWISH NATION TO BE OVERTHROWN, AND THE INVITATION TO HAPPINESS OFFERED THEM BY GOD TO PASS TO OTHERS,--THE CHRISTIANS, I MEAN, TO WHOM HAS COME THE DOCTRINE OF A PURE AND HOLY WORSHIP, AND WHO HAVE OBTAINED NEW LAWS, IN HARMONY WITH THE ESTABLISHED CONSTITUTION IN ALL COUNTRIES; SEEING THOSE WHICH WERE FORMERLY IMPOSED, AS ON A SINGLE NATION WHICH WAS RULED BY PRINCES OF ITS OWN RACE AND OF SIMILAR MANNERS, COULD NOT NOW BE OBSERVED IN ALL THEIR ENTIRENESS. 
CHAP. XXIII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, RIDICULING AFTER HIS USUAL STYLE THE RACE OF JEWS AND CHRISTIANS, HE COMPARES THEM ALL "TO A FLIGHT OF BATS OR TO A SWARM OF ANTS ISSUING OUT OF THEIR NEST, OR TO FROGS HOLDING COUNCIL IN A MARSH, OR TO WORMS CRAWLING TOGETHER IN THE COMER OF A DUNGHILL, AND QUARRELLING WITH ONE ANOTHER AS TO WHICH OF THEM WERE THE GREATER SINNERS, AND ASSERTING THAT GOD SHOWS AND ANNOUNCES TO US ALL THINGS BEFOREHAND; AND THAT, ABANDONING THE WHOLE WORLD, AND THE REGIONS OF HEAVEN, AND THIS GREAT EARTH, HE BECOMES A CITIZEN AMONG US ALONE, AND TO US ALONE MAKES HIS INTIMATIONS, AND DOES NOT CEASE SENDING AND INQUIRING, IN WHAT WAY WE MAY BE ASSOCIATED WITH HIM FOR EVER." AND IN HIS FICTITIOUS REPRESENTATION, HE COMPARES US TO " WORMS WHICH ASSERT THAT THERE IS A GOD, AND THAT IMMEDIATELY AFTER HIM, WE WHO ARE MADE BY HIM ARE ALTOGETHER LIKE UNTO GOD, AND THAT ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN MADE SUBJECT TO US,--EARTH, AND WATER, AND AIR, AND STARS,--AND THAT ALL THINGS EXIST FOR OUR SAKE, AND ARE ORDAINED TO BE SUBJECT TO US." AND, ACCORDING TO HIS REPRESENTATION, THE WORMS--THAT IS, WE OURSELVES--SAY THAT "NOW, SINCE CERTAIN AMONGST US COMMIT SIN, GOD WILL COME OR WILL SEND HIS SON TO CONSUME THE WICKED WITH FIRE, THAT THE REST OF US MAY HAVE ETERNAL LIFE WITH HIM." AND TO ALL THIS HE SUBJOINS THE REMARK, THAT "SUCH WRANGLING’S WOULD BE MORE ENDURABLE AMONGST WORMS AND FROGS THAN BETWIXT JEWS AND CHRISTIANS." 
CHAP. XXIV. 
IN REPLY TO THESE, WE ASK OF THOSE WHO ACCEPT SUCH ASPERSIONS AS ARE SCATTERED AGAINST US, DO YOU REGARD ALL MEN AS A COLLECTION OF BATS, OR AS FROGS, OR AS WORMS, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE PRE-EMINENCE OF GOD? OR DO YOU NOT INCLUDE THE REST OF MANKIND IN THIS PROPOSED COMPARISON, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR POSSESSION OF REASON, AND OF THE ESTABLISHED LAWS, TREAT THEM AS MEN, WHILE YOU HOLD CHEAP CHRISTIANS AND JEWS, BECAUSE THEIR OPINIONS ARE DISTASTEFUL TO YOU, AND COMPARE THEM TO THE ANIMALS ABOVE MENTIONED? AND WHATEVER ANSWER YOU MAY RETURN TO OUR QUESTION, WE SHALL REPLY BY ENDEAVORING TO SHOW THAT SUCH ASSERTIONS ARE MOST UNBECOMING, WHETHER SPOKEN OF ALL MEN IN GENERAL, OR OF US IN PARTICULAR. FOR, LET IT BE SUPPOSED THAT YOU SAY JUSTLY THAT ALL MEN, AS COMPARED WITH GOD, ARE (RIGHTLY) LIKENED TO THESE WORTHLESS ANIMALS, SINCE THEIR LITTLENESS IS NOT AT ALL TO BE COMPARED WITH THE SUPERIORITY OF GOD, WHAT THEN DO YOU MEAN BY LITTLENESS? ANSWER ME, GOOD SIRS. IF YOU REFER TO LITTLENESS OF BODY, KNOW THAT SUPERIORITY AND INFERIORITY, IF TRUTH IS TO BE JUDGE, ARE NOT DETERMINED BY A BODILY STANDARD. FOR, ON SUCH A VIEW, VULTURES AND ELEPHANTS WOULD BE SUPERIOR TO US MEN; FOR THEY ARE LARGER, AND STRONGER, AND LONGER-LIVED THAN WE. BUT NO SENSIBLE PERSON WOULD MAINTAIN THAT THESE IRRATIONAL CREATURES ARE SUPERIOR TO RATIONAL BEINGS, MERELY ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR BODIES: FOR THE POSSESSION OF REASON RAISES A RATIONAL BEING TO A VAST SUPERIORITY OVER ALL IRRATIONAL CREATURES. EVEN THE RACE OF VIRTUOUS AND BLESSED BEINGS WOULD ADMIT THIS, WHETHER THEY ARE, AS YE SAY, GOOD DEMONS, OR, AS WE ARE ACCUSTOMED TO CALL THEM, THE ANGELS OF GOD, OR ANY OTHER NATURES WHATEVER SUPERIOR TO THAT OF MAN, SINCE THE RATIONAL FACULTY WITHIN THEM HAS BEEN MADE PERFECT, AND ENDOWED WITH ALL VIRTUOUS QUALITIES. 
CHAP. XXV. 
BUT IF YOU DEPRECIATE THE LITTLENESS OF MAN, NOT ON ACCOUNT OF HIS BODY, BUT OF HIS SOUL, REGARDING IT AS INFERIOR TO THAT OF OTHER RATIONAL BEINGS, AND ESPECIALLY OF THOSE WHO ARE VIRTUOUS; AND INFERIOR, BECAUSE EVIL DWELLS IN IT,--WHY SHOULD THOSE AMONG CHRISTIANS WHO ARE WICKED, AND THOSE AMONG THE JEWS WHO LEAD SINFUL LIVES, BE TERMED A COLLECTION OF BATS, OR ANTS, OR WORMS, OR FROGS, RATHER THAN THOSE INDIVIDUALS AMONG OTHER NATIONS WHO ARE GUILTY OF WICKEDNESS?--SEEING, IN THIS RESPECT, ANY INDIVIDUAL WHATEVER, ESPECIALLY IF CARRIED AWAY BY THE TIDE OF EVIL, IS, IN COMPARISON WITH THE REST OF MANKIND, A BAT, AND WORM, AND FROG, AND ANT. AND ALTHOUGH A MAN MAY BE AN ORATOR LIKE DEMOSTHENES, YET, IF STAINED WITH WICKEDNESS LIKE HIS, AND GUILTY OF DEEDS PROCEEDING, LIKE HIS, FROM A WICKED NATURE; OR AN ANTIPHON, WHO WAS ALSO CONSIDERED TO BE INDEED AN ORATOR, YET WHO ANNIHILATED THE DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE IN HIS WRITINGS, WHICH WERE ENTITLED CONCERNING TRUTH, LIKE THAT DISCOURSE OF CELSUS,--SUCH INDIVIDUALS ARE NOTWITHSTANDING WORMS, ROLLING IN A COMER OF THE DUNG-HEAP OF STUPIDITY AND IGNORANCE. INDEED, WHATEVER BE THE NATURE OF THE RATIONAL FACULTY, IT COULD NOT REASONABLY BE COMPARED TO A WORM, BECAUSE IT POSSESSES CAPABILITIES OF VIRTUE. FOR THESE ADUMBRATIONS TOWARDS VIRTUE DO NOT ALLOW OF THOSE WHO POSSESS THE POWER OF ACQUIRING IT, AND WHO ARE INCAPABLE OF WHOLLY LOSING ITS SEEDS, TO BE LIKENED TO A WORM. IT APPEARS, THEREFORE, THAT NEITHER CAN MEN IN GENERAL BE DEEMED WORMS IN COMPARISON WITH GOD. FOR REASON, HAVING ITS BEGINNING IN THE REASON OF GOD, CANNOT ALLOW OF THE RATIONAL ANIMAL BEING CONSIDERED WHOLLY ALIEN FROM DEITY. NOR CAN THOSE AMONG CHRISTIANS AND JEWS WHO ARE WICKED, AND WHO, IN TRUTH, ARE NEITHER CHRISTIANS NOR JEWS, BE COMPARED, MORE THAN OTHER WICKED MEN, TO WORMS ROLLING IN A CORNER OF A DUNGHILL. AND IF THE NATURE OF REASON WILL NOT PERMIT OF SUCH COMPARISONS, IT IS MANIFEST THAT WE MUST NOT CALUMNIATE HUMAN NATURE, WHICH HAS BEEN FORMED FOR VIRTUE, EVEN IF IT SHOULD SIN THROUGH IGNORANCE, NOR LIKEN IT TO ANIMALS OF THE KIND DESCRIBED. 
CHAP. XXVI. 
BUT IF IT IS ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE OPINIONS OF THE CHRISTIANS AND JEWS-WHICH DISPLEASE CELSUS (AND WHICH HE DOES NOT AT ALL APPEAR TO UNDERSTAND) THAT THEY ARE TO BE REGARDED AS WORMS AND ANTS, AND THE REST OF MANKIND AS DIFFERENT, LET US EXAMINE THE ACKNOWLEDGED OPINIONS OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS, AND COMPARE THEM WITH THOSE OF THE REST OF MANKIND, AND SEE WHETHER IT WILL NOT APPEAR TO THOSE WHO HAVE ONCE ADMITTED THAT CERTAIN MEN ARE WORMS AND ANTS, THAT THEY ARE THE WORMS AND ANTS AND FROGS WHO HAVE FALLEN AWAY FROM SOUND VIEWS OF GOD, AND, UNDER A VAIN APPEARANCE OF PIETY, WORSHIP EITHER IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, OR IMAGES, OR OTHER OBJECTS, THE WORKS OF MEN'S HANDS; WHEREAS, FROM THE BEAUTY OF SUCH, THEY OUGHT TO ADMIRE THE MAKER OF THEM, AND WORSHIP HIM: WHILE THOSE ARE INDEED MEN, AND MORE HONOURABLE THAN MEN (IF THERE BE ANYTHING THAT IS SO), WHO, IN OBEDIENCE TO THEIR REASON, ARE ABLE TO ASCEND FROM STOCKS AND STONES, NAY, EVEN FROM WHAT IS RECKONED THE MOST PRECIOUS OF ALL MATTER--SILVER AND GOLD; AND WHO ASCEND UP ALSO FROM THE BEAUTIFUL THINGS IN THE WORLD TO THE MAKER OF ALL, AND ENTRUST THEMSELVES TO HIM WHO ALONE IS ABLE TO SATISFY ALL EXISTING THINGS, AND TO OVERLOOK THE THOUGHTS OF ALL, AND TO HEAR THE PRAYERS OF ALL; WHO SEND UP THEIR PRAYERS TO HIM, AND DO ALL THINGS AS IN THE PRESENCE OF HIM WHO BEHOLDS EVERYTHING, AND WHO ARE CAREFUL, AS IN THE PRESENCE OF THE HEARER OF ALL THINGS, TO SAY NOTHING WHICH MIGHT NOT WITH PROPRIETY BE REPORTED TO GOD. WILL NOT SUCH PIETY AS THIS--WHICH CAN BE OVERCOME NEITHER BY LABOURS, NOR BY THE DANGERS OF DEATH, NOR BY LOGICAL PLAUSIBILITIES--BE OF NO AVAIL IN PREVENTING THOSE WHO HAVE OBTAINED IT FROM BEING ANY LONGER COMPARED TO WORMS, EVEN IF THEY HAD BEEN SO REPRESENTED BEFORE THEIR ASSUMPTION OF A PIETY SO REMARKABLE? WILL THEY WHO SUBDUE THAT FIERCE LONGING FOR SEXUAL PLEASURES WHICH HAS REDUCED THE SOULS OF MANY TO A WEAK AND FEEBLE CONDITION, AND WHO SUBDUE IT BECAUSE THEY ARE PERSUADED THAT THEY CANNOT OTHERWISE HAVE COMMUNION WITH GOD, UNLESS THEY ASCEND TO HIM THROUGH THE EXERCISE OF TEMPERANCE, APPEAR TO YOU TO BE THE BROTHERS OF WORMS, AND RELATIVES OF ANTS, AND TO BEAR A LIKENESS TO FROGS? WHAT! IS THE BRILLIANT QUALITY OF JUSTICE, WHICH KEEPS INVIOLATE THE RIGHTS COMMON TO OUR NEIGHBOUR, AND OUR KINDRED, AND WHICH OBSERVES FAIRNESS, AND BENEVOLENCE, AND GOODNESS, OF NO AVAIL IN SAVING HIM WHO PRACTISES IT FROM BEING TERMED A BIRD OF THE NIGHT? AND ARE NOT THEY WHO WALLOW IN DISSOLUTENESS, AS DO THE MAJORITY OF MANKIND, AND THEY WHO ASSOCIATE PROMISCUOUSLY WITH COMMON HARLOTS, AND WHO TEACH THAT SUCH PRACTICES ARE NOT WHOLLY CONTRARY TO PROPRIETY, WORMS WHO ROLL IN MIRE?--ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY ARE COMPARED WITH THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN TAUGHT NOT TO TAKE THE "MEMBERS OF CHRIST," AND THE BODY INHABITED BY THE WORD, AND MAKE THEM THE "MEMBERS OF A HARLOT;" AND WHO HAVE ALREADY LEARNED THAT THE BODY OF THE RATIONAL BEING, AS CONSECRATED TO THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, IS THE TEMPLE OF THE GOD WHOM THEY WORSHIP, BECOMING SUCH FROM THE PURE CONCEPTIONS WHICH THEY ENTERTAIN OF THE CREATOR, AND WHO ALSO, BEING CAREFUL NOT TO CORRUPT THE TEMPLE OF GOD BY UNLAWFUL PLEASURE; PRACTISE TEMPERANCE AS CONSTITUTING PIETY TOWARDS GOD! 
CHAP. XXVII. 
AND I HAVE NOT YET SPOKEN OF THE OTHER EVILS WHICH PREVAIL AMONGST MEN, FROM WHICH EVEN THOSE WHO HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF PHILOSOPHERS ARE NOT SPEEDILY FREED, FOR IN PHILOSOPHY THERE ARE MANY PRETENDERS. NOR DO I SAY ANYTHING ON THE POINT THAT MANY SUCH EVILS ARE FOUND TO EXIST AMONG THOSE WHO ARE NEITHER JEWS NOR CHRISTIANS. OF A TRUTH, SUCH EVIL PRACTICES DO NOT AT ALL PREVAIL AMONG CHRISTIANS, IF YOU PROPERLY EXAMINE WHAT CONSTITUTES A CHRISTIAN. OR, IF ANY PERSONS OF THAT KIND SHOULD BE DISCOVERED, THEY ARE AT LEAST NOT TO BE FOUND AMONG THOSE WHO FREQUENT THE ASSEMBLIES, AND COME TO THE PUBLIC PRAYERS, WITHOUT THEIR BEING EXCLUDED FROM THEM, UNLESS IT SHOULD HAPPEN, AND THAT RARELY, THAT SOME ONE INDIVIDUAL OF SUCH A CHARACTER ESCAPES NOTICE IN THE CROWD. WE, THEN, ARE NOT WORMS WHO ASSEMBLE TOGETHER; WHO TAKE OUR STAND AGAINST THE JEWS ON THOSE SCRIPTURES WHICH THEY BELIEVE TO BE DIVINE, AND WHO SHOW THAT HE WHO WAS SPOKEN OF IN PROPHECY HAS COME, AND THAT THEY HAVE BEEN ABANDONED ON ACCOUNT OF THE GREATNESS OF THEIR SINS, AND THAT WE WHO HAVE ACCEPTED THE WORD HAVE THE HIGHEST HOPES IN GOD, BOTH BECAUSE OF OUR FAITH IN HIM, AND OF HIS ABILITY TO RECEIVE US INTO HIS COMMUNION PURE FROM ALL EVIL AND WICKEDNESS OF LIFE. IF A MAN, THEN, SHOULD CALL HIMSELF A JEW OR A CHRISTIAN, HE WOULD NOT SAY WITHOUT QUALIFICATION THAT GOD HAD MADE THE WHOLE WORLD, AND THE VAULT OF HEAVEN FOR US IN PARTICULAR. BUT IF A MAN IS, AS JESUS TAUGHT, PURE IN HEART, AND MEEK, AND PEACEFUL, AND CHEERFULLY SUBMITS TO DANGERS FOR THE SAKE OF HIS RELIGION, SUCH AN ONE MIGHT REASONABLY HAVE CONFIDENCE IN GOD, AND WITH A FULL APPREHENSION OF THE WORD CONTAINED IN THE PROPHECIES, MIGHT SAY THIS ALSO: "ALL THESE THINGS HAS GOD SHOWN BEFOREHAND, AND ANNOUNCED TO US WHO BELIEVE." 
CHAP. XXVIII. 
BUT SINCE HE HAS REPRESENTED THOSE WHOM HE REGARDS AS WORMS, VIZ., THE CHRISTIANS, AS SAYING THAT "GOD, HAVING ABANDONED THE HEAVENLY REGIONS, AND DESPISING THIS GREAT EARTH, TAKES UP HIS ABODE AMONGST US ALONE, AND TO US ALONE MAKES HIS ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND CEASES NOT HIS MESSAGES AND INQUIRIES AS TO HOW WE MAY BECOME HIS ASSOCIATES FOR EVER," WE HAVE TO ANSWER THAT HE ATTRIBUTES TO US WORDS WHICH WE NEVER UTTERED, SEEING WE BOTH READ AND KNOW THAT GOD LOVES ALL EXISTING THINGS, AND LOATHES NOTHING WHICH HE HAS MADE, FOR HE WOULD NOT HAVE CREATED ANYTHING IN HATRED. WE HAVE, MOREOVER, READ THE DECLARATION: "AND THOU SPAREST ALL THINGS, BECAUSE THEY ATE THINE, O LOVER OF SOULS. FOR THINE INCORRUPTIBLE SPIRIT IS IN ALL. AND THEREFORE, THOSE ALSO WHO HAVE FALLEN AWAY FOR A LITTLE TIME THOU REBUKEST, AND ADMONISHEST, REMINDING THEM OF THEIR SINS." HOW CAN WE ASSERT THAT "GOD, LEAVING THE REGIONS OF HEAVEN, AND THE WHOLE WORLD, AND DESPISING THIS GREAT EARTH, TAKES UP HIS ABODE AMONGST US ONLY," WHEN WE HAVE FOUND THAT ALL THOUGHTFUL PERSONS MUST SAY IN THEIR PRAYERS, THAT "THE EARTH IS FULL OF THE MERCY OF THE LORD," AND THAT "THE MERCY OF THE LORD IS UPON ALL FLESH;" AND THAT GOD, BEING GOOD, "MAKETH HIS SUN TO ARISE UPON THE EVIL AND THE GOOD, AND SENDETH HIS RAIN UPON THE JUST AND THE UNJUST;" AND THAT HE ENCOURAGES US TO A SIMILAR COURSE OF ACTION, IN ORDER THAT WE MAY BECOME HIS SONS, AND TEACHES US TO EXTEND THE BENEFITS WHICH WE ENJOY, SO FAR AS IN OUR POWER, TO ALL MEN? FOR HE HIMSELF IS SAID TO BE THE SAVIOUR OF ALL MEN, ESPECIALLY OF THEM THAT BELIEVE; AND HIS CHRIST TO BE THE "PROPITIATION FOR OUR SINS, AND NOT FOR OURS ONLY, BUT ALSO FOR THE SINS OF THE WHOLE WORLD." AND THIS, THEN, IS OUR ANSWER TO THE ALLEGATIONS OF CELSUS. CERTAIN OTHER STATEMENTS, IN KEEPING WITH THE CHARACTER OF THE JEWS, MIGHT BE MADE BY SOME OF THAT NATION, BUT CERTAINLY NOT BY THE CHRISTIANS, WHO HAVE BEEN TAUGHT THAT "GOD COMMENDETH HIS LOVE TOWARDS US, IN THAT, WHILE WE WERE YET SINNERS, CHRIST DIED FOR US;" AND ALTHOUGH "SCARCELY FOR A RIGHTEOUS MAN WILL ONE DIE, YET PERADVENTURE FOR A GOOD MAN SOME WOULD EVEN DARE TO DIE." BUT NOW IS JESUS DECLARED TO HAVE COME FOR THE SAKE OF SINNERS IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD (THAT THEY MAY FORSAKE THEIR SIN, AND ENTRUST THEMSELVES TO GOD), BEING CALLED ALSO, AGREEABLY TO AN ANCIENT CUSTOM OF THESE SCRIPTURES, THE "CHRIST OF GOD." 
CHAP. XXIX. 
BUT CELSUS PERHAPS HAS MISUNDERSTOOD CERTAIN OF THOSE WHOM HE HAS TERMED "WORMS," WHEN THEY AFFIRM THAT "GOD EXISTS, AND THAT WE ARE NEXT TO HIM." AND HE ACTS LIKE THOSE WHO WOULD FIND FAULT WITH AN ENTIRE SECT OF PHILOSOPHERS, ON ACCOUNT OF CERTAIN WORDS UTTERED BY SOME RASH YOUTH WHO, AFTER A THREE DAYS' ATTENDANCE UPON THE LECTURES OF A PHILOSOPHER, SHOULD EXALT HIMSELF ABOVE OTHER PEOPLE AS INFERIOR TO HIMSELF, AND DEVOID OF PHILOSOPHY. FOR WE KNOW THAT THERE ARE MANY CREATURES MORE HONOURABLE THAN MAN; AND WE HAVE READ THAT "GOD STANDETH IN THE CONGREGATION OF GODS," BUT OF GODS WHO ARE NOT WORSHIPPED BY THE NATIONS, "FOR ALL THE GODS OF THE NATIONS ARE IDOLS." WE HAVE READ ALSO, THAT "GOD, STANDING IN THE CONGREGATION OF THE GODS, JUDGETH AMONG THE GODS." WE KNOW, MOREOVER, THAT "THOUGH THERE BE THAT ARE CALLED GODS, WHETHER IN HEAVEN OR IN EARTH (AS THERE BE GODS MANY AND LORDS MANY), BUT TO US THERE IS ONE GOD, THE FATHER [STEPHEN], OF WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, AND WE IN HIM; AND ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, AND WE BY HIM." AND WE KNOW THAT IN THIS WAY THE ANGELS ARE SUPERIOR TO MEN; SO THAT MEN, WHEN MADE PERFECT, BECOME LIKE THE ANGELS. "FOR IN THE RESURRECTION THEY NEITHER MARRY NOR ARE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE, BUT THE RIGHTEOUS ARE AS THE ANGELS IN HEAVEN," AND ALSO BECOME "EQUAL TO THE ANGELS." WE KNOW, TOO, THAT IN THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE UNIVERSE THERE ARE CERTAIN BEINGS TERMED "THRONES," AND OTHERS "DOMINIONS," AND OTHERS "POWERS," AND OTHERS "PRINCIPALITIES;" AND WE SEE THAT WE MEN, WHO ARE FAR INFERIOR TO THESE, MAY ENTERTAIN THE HOPE THAT BY A VIRTUOUS LIFE, AND BY ACTING IN ALL THINGS AGREEABLY TO REASON, WE MAY RISE TO A LIKENESS WITH ALL THESE. AND, LASTLY, BECAUSE "IT DOTH NOT YET APPEAR WHAT WE SHALL BE; BUT WE KNOW THAT WHEN HE SHALL APPEAR, WE SHALL BE LIKE GOD, AND SHALL SEE HIM AS HE IS." AND IF ANY ONE WERE TO MAINTAIN WHAT IS ASSERTED BY SOME (EITHER BY THOSE WHO POSSESS INTELLIGENCE OR WHO DO NOT, BUT HAVE MISCONCEIVED SOUND REASON), THAT "GOD EXISTS, AND WE ARE NEXT TO HIM," I WOULD INTERPRET THE WORD "WE," BY USING IN ITS STEAD, "WE WHO ACT ACCORDING TO REASON," OR RATHER, "WE VIRTUOUS, WHO ACT ACCORDING TO REASON." FOR, IN OUR OPINION, THE SAME VIRTUE BELONGS TO ALL THE BLESSED, SO THAT THE VIRTUE OF MAN AND OF GOD IS IDENTICAL. AND THEREFORE, WE ARE TAUGHT TO BECOME "PERFECT," AS OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN IS PERFECT. NO GOOD AND VIRTUOUS MAN, THEN, IS A "WORM ROLLING IN FILTH," NOR IS A PIOUS MAN AN "ANT," NOR A RIGHTEOUS MAN A "FROG;" NOR COULD ONE WHOSE SOUL IS ENLIGHTENED WITH THE BRIGHT LIGHT OF TRUTH BE REASONABLY LIKENED TO A "BIRD OF THE NIGHT." 
CHAP. XXX. 
IT APPEARS TO ME THAT CELSUS HAS ALSO MISUNDERSTOOD THIS STATEMENT, "LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR IMAGE AND LIKENESS;" AND HAS THEREFORE REPRESENTED THE "WORMS" AS SAYING THAT, BEING CREATED BY GOD, WE ALTOGETHER RESEMBLE HIM. IF, HOWEVER, HE HAD KNOWN THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MAN BEING CREATED "IN THE IMAGE OF GOD" AND "AFTER HIS LIKENESS," AND THAT GOD IS RECORDED TO HAVE SAID, "LET US MAKE MAN AFTER OUR IMAGE AND LIKENESS," BUT THAT HE MADE MAN "AFTER THE IMAGE" OF GOD, BUT NOT THEN ALSO "AFTER HIS LIKENESS," HE WOULD NOT HAVE REPRESENTED US AS SAYING THAT "WE ARE ALTOGETHER LIKE HIM." MOREOVER, WE DO NOT ASSERT THAT THE STARS ARE SUBJECT TO US; SINCE THE RESURRECTION WHICH IS CALLED THE "RESURRECTION OF THE JUST," AND WHICH IS UNDERSTOOD BY WISE MEN, IS COMPARED TO THE SUN, AND MOON, AND STARS, BY HIM WHO SAID, "THERE IS ONE GLORY OF THE SUN, AND ANOTHER GLORY OF THE MOON, AND ANOTHER GLORY OF THE STARS; FOR ONE STAR DIFFERETH FROM ANOTHER STAR IN GLORY. SO ALSO, IS THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD." DANIEL ALSO PROPHESIED LONG AGO REGARDING THESE THINGS. CELSUS SAYS FURTHER, THAT WE ASSERT THAT "ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN ARRANGED SO AS TO BE SUBJECT TO US," HAVING PERHAPS HEARD SOME OF THE INTELLIGENT AMONG US SPEAKING TO THAT EFFECT, AND PERHAPS ALSO NOT UNDERSTANDING THE SAYING, THAT "HE WHO IS THE GREATEST AMONGST US IS THE SERVANT OF ALL." AND IF THE GREEKS SAY, "THEN SUN AND MOON ARE THE SLAVES OF MORTAL MEN," THEY EXPRESS APPROVAL OF THE STATEMENT, AND GIVE AN EXPLANATION OF ITS MEANING; BUT SINCE SUCH A STATEMENT IS EITHER NOT MADE AT ALL BY US, OR IS EXPRESSED IN A DIFFERENT WAY, CELSUS HERE TOO FALSELY ACCUSES US. MOREOVER, WE WHO, ACCORDING TO CELSUS, ARE "WORMS," ARE REPRESENTED BY HIM AS SAYING THAT, "SEEING SOME AMONG US ARE GUILTY OF SIN, GOD WILL COME TO US, OR WILL SEND HIS OWN SON, THAT HE MAY CONSUME THE WICKED, AND THAT WE OTHER FROGS MAY ENJOY ETERNAL LIFE WITH HIM." OBSERVE HOW THIS VENERABLE PHILOSOPHER, LIKE A LOW BUFFOON, TURNS INTO RIDICULE AND MOCKERY, AND A SUBJECT OF LAUGHTER, THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF A DIVINE JUDGMENT, AND OF THE PUNISHMENT OF THE WICKED, AND OF THE REWARD OF THE RIGHTEOUS; AND SUBJOINS TO ALL THIS THE REMARK, THAT "SUCH STATEMENTS WOULD BE MORE ENDURABLE IF MADE BY WORMS AND FLOGS THAN BY CHRISTIANS AND JEWS WHO QUARREL WITH ONE ANOTHER!" WE SHALL NOT, HOWEVER, IMITATE HIS EXAMPLE, NOR SAY SIMILAR THINGS REGARDING THOSE PHILOSOPHERS WHO PROFESS TO KNOW THE NATURE OF ALL THINGS, AND WHO DISCUSS WITH EACH OTHER THE MANNER IN WHICH ALL THINGS WERE CREATED, AND HOW THE HEAVEN AND EARTH ORIGINATED, AND ALL THINGS IN THEM; AND HOW THE SOULS (OF MEN), BEING EITHER UNBEGOTTEN, AND NOT CREATED BY GOD, ARE YET GOVERNED BY HIM, AND PASS FROM ONE BODY TO ANOTHER; OR BEING FORMED AT THE SAME TIME WITH THE BODY, EXIST FOR EVER OR PASS AWAY. FOR INSTEAD OF TREATING WITH RESPECT AND ACCEPTING THE INTENTION OF THOSE WHO HAVE DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO THE INVESTIGATION OF THE TRUTH, ONE MIGHT MOCKINGLY AND REVILINGLY SAY THAT SUCH MEN WERE "WORMS," WHO DID NOT MEASURE THEMSELVES BY THEIR COMER OF THEIR DUNG-HEAP IN HUMAN LIFE, AND WHO ACCORDINGLY GAVE FORTH THEIR OPINIONS ON MATTERS OF SUCH IMPORTANCE AS IF THEY UNDERSTOOD THEM, AND WHO STRENUOUSLY ASSERT THAT THEY HAVE OBTAINED A VIEW OF THOSE THINGS WHICH CANNOT BE SEEN WITHOUT A HIGHER INSPIRATION AND A DIVINER POWER. "FOR NO MAN KNOWETH THE THINGS OF A MAN, SAVE THE SPIRIT OF MAN WHICH IS IN HIM: EVEN SO THE THINGS OF GOD KNOWETH NO MAN, BUT THE SPIRIT OF GOD." WE ARE NOT, HOWEVER, MAD, NOR DO WE COMPARE SUCH HUMAN WISDOM (I USE THE WORD "WISDOM" IN THE COMMON ACCEPTATION), WHICH BUSIES ITSELF NOT ABOUT THE AFFAIRS OF THE MULTITUDE, BUT IN THE INVESTIGATION OF TRUTH, TO THE WRIGGLING’S OF WORMS OR ANY OTHER SUCH CREATURES; BUT IN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, WE TESTIFY OF CERTAIN GREEK PHILOSOPHERS THAT THEY KNEW GOD, SEEING "HE MANIFESTED HIMSELF TO THEM," ALTHOUGH "THEY GLORIFIED HIM NOT AS GOD, NEITHER WERE THANKFUL, BUT BECAME VAIN IN THEIR IMAGINATIONS; AND PROFESSING THEMSELVES TO BE WISE, THEY BECAME FOOLISH, AND CHANGED THE GLORY OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE GOD INTO AN IMAGE MADE LIKE TO CORRUPTIBLE MAN, AND TO BIRDS, AND FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS, AND CREEPING THINGS." 
CHAP. XXXI. 
AFTER THIS, WISHING TO PROVE THAT THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN JEWS AND CHRISTIANS, AND THOSE ANIMALS PREVIOUSLY ENUMERATED BY HIM, HE ASSERTS THAT THE JEWS WERE "FUGITIVES FROM EGYPT, WHO NEVER PERFORMED ANYTHING WORTHY OF NOTE, AND NEVER WERE HELD IN ANY REPUTATION OR ACCOUNT." NOW, ON THE POINT OF THEIR NOT BEING FUGITIVES, NOR EGYPTIANS, BUT HEBREWS WHO SETTLED IN EGYPT, WE HAVE SPOKEN IN THE PRECEDING PAGES. BUT IF HE THINKS HIS STATEMENT, THAT "THEY WERE NEVER HELD IN ANY REPUTATION OR ACCOUNT," TO BE PROVED, BECAUSE NO REMARKABLE EVENT IN THEIR HISTORY IS FOUND RECORDED BY THE GREEKS, WE WOULD ANSWER, THAT IF ONE WILL EXAMINE THEIR POLITY FROM ITS FIRST BEGINNING, AND THE ARRANGEMENT OF THEIR LAWS, HE WILL FIND THAT THEY WERE MEN WHO REPRESENTED UPON EARTH THE SHADOW OF A HEAVENLY LIFE, AND THAT AMONGST THEM GOD IS RECOGNIZED AS NOTHING ELSE, SAVE HE WHO IS OVER ALL THINGS, AND THAT AMONGST THEM NO MAKER OF IMAGES WAS PERMITTED TO ENJOY THE RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP. FOR NEITHER PAINTER NOR IMAGE-MAKER EXISTED IN THEIR STATE, THE LAW EXPELLING ALL SUCH FROM IT; THAT THERE MIGHT BE NO PRETEXT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF IMAGES, AN ART WHICH ATTRACTS THE ATTENTION OF FOOLISH MEN, AND WHICH DRAGS DOWN THE EYES OF THE SOUL FROM GOD TO EARTH. THERE WAS, ACCORDINGLY, AMONGST THEM A LAW TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT: "DO NOT TRANSGRESS THE LAW, AND MAKE TO YOURSELVES A GRAVEN IMAGE, ANY LIKENESS OF MALE OR FEMALE; EITHER A LIKENESS OF ANY ONE OF THE CREATURES THAT ARE UPON THE EARTH, OR A LIKENESS OF ANY WINGED FOWL THAT FLIETH UNDER THE HEAVEN, OR A LIKENESS OF ANY CREEPING THING THAT CREEPETH UPON THE EARTH, OR A LIKENESS OF ANY OF THE FISHES WHICH ARE IN THE WATERS UNDER THE EARTH." THE LAW, INDEED, WISHED THEM TO HAVE REGARD TO THE TRUTH OF EACH INDIVIDUAL THING, AND NOT TO FORM REPRESENTATIONS OF THINGS CONTRARY TO REALITY, FEIGNING THE APPEARANCE MERELY OF WHAT WAS REALLY MALE OR REALLY FEMALE, OR THE NATURE OF ANIMALS, OR OF BIRDS, OR OF CREEPING THINGS, OR OF FISHES. VENERABLE, TOO, AND GRAND WAS THIS PROHIBITION OF THEIRS: "LIFT NOT UP THINE EYES UNTO HEAVEN, LEST, WHEN THOU SEEST THE SUN, AND THE MOON, AND THE STARS, AND ALL THE HOST OF HEAVEN, THOU SHOULDST BE LED ASTRAY TO WORSHIP THEM, AND SERVE THEM." AND WHAT A REGIME WAS THAT UNDER WHICH THE WHOLE NATION WAS PLACED, AND WHICH RENDERED IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANY EFFEMINATE PERSON TO APPEAR IN PUBLIC; AND WORTHY OF ADMIRATION, TOO, WAS THE ARRANGEMENT BY WHICH HARLOTS WERE REMOVED OUT OF THE STATE, THOSE INCENTIVES TO THE PASSIONS OF THE YOUTH! THEIR COURTS OF JUSTICE ALSO WERE COMPOSED OF MEN OF THE STRICTEST INTEGRITY, WHO, AFTER HAVING FOR A LENGTHENED PERIOD SET THE EXAMPLE OF AN UNSTAINED LIFE, WERE ENTRUSTED WITH THE DUTY OF PRESIDING OVER THE TRIBUNALS, AND WHO, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SUPERHUMAN PURITY OF THEIR CHARACTER, WERE SAID TO BE GODS, IN CONFORMITY WITH AN ANCIENT JEWISH USAGE OF SPEECH. HERE WAS THE SPECTACLE OF A WHOLE NATION DEVOTED TO PHILOSOPHY; AND IN ORDER THAT THERE MIGHT BE LEISURE TO LISTEN TO THEIR SACRED LAWS, THE DAYS TERMED "SABBATH," AND THE OTHER FESTIVALS WHICH EXISTED AMONG THEM, WERE INSTITUTED. AND WHY NEED I SPEAK OF THE ORDERS OF THEIR PRIESTS AND SACRIFICES, WHICH CONTAIN INNUMERABLE INDICATIONS (OF DEEPER TRUTHS) TO THOSE WHO WISH TO ASCERTAIN THE SIGNIFICATION OF THINGS? 
CHAP. XXXII. 
BUT SINCE NOTHING BELONGING TO HUMAN NATURE IS PERMANENT, THIS POLITY ALSO MUST GRADUALLY BE CORRUPTED AND CHANGED. AND PROVIDENCE, HAVING REMODELED THEIR VENERABLE SYSTEM WHERE IT NEEDED TO BE CHANGED, SO AS TO ADAPT IT TO MEN OF ALL COUNTRIES, GAVE TO BELIEVERS OF ALL NATIONS, IN PLACE OF THE JEWS, THE VENERABLE RELIGION OF JESUS, WHO, BEING ADORNED NOT ONLY WITH UNDERSTANDING, BUT ALSO WITH A SHARE OF DIVINITY, AND HAVING OVERTHROWN THE DOCTRINE REGARDING EARTHLY DEMONS, WHO DELIGHT IN FRANKINCENSE, AND BLOOD, AND IN THE EXHALATIONS OF SACRIFICIAL ODORS, AND WHO, LIKE THE FABLED TITANS OR GIANTS, DRAG DOWN MEN FROM THOUGHTS OF GOD; AND HAVING HIMSELF DISREGARDED THEIR PLOTS, DIRECTED CHIEFLY AGAINST THE BETTER CLASS OF MEN, ENACTED LAWS WHICH ENSURE HAPPINESS TO THOSE WHO LIVE ACCORDING TO THEM, AND WHO DO NOT FLATTER THE DEMONS BY MEANS OF SACRIFICES, BUT ALTOGETHER DESPISE THEM, THROUGH HELP OF THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH AIDS THOSE WHO LOOK UPWARDS TO HIM. AND AS IT WAS THE WILL OF GOD THAT THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS SHOULD PREVAIL AMONGST MEN, THE DEMONS COULD EFFECT NOTHING, ALTHOUGH STRAINING EVERY NERVE TO ACCOMPLISH THE DESTRUCTION OF CHRISTIANS; FOR THEY STIRRED UP BOTH PRINCES, AND SENATES, AND RULERS IN EVERY PLACE,--NAY, EVEN NATIONS THEMSELVES, WHO DID NOT PERCEIVE THE IRRATIONAL AND WICKED PROCEDURE OF THE DEMONS,--AGAINST THE WORD, AND THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN IT; YET, NOTWITHSTANDING, THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH IS MORE POWERFUL THAN ALL OTHER THINGS, EVEN WHEN MEETING WITH OPPOSITION, DERIVING FROM THE OPPOSITION, AS IT WERE, A MEANS OF INCREASE, ADVANCED ONWARDS, AND WON MANY SOULS, SUCH BEING THE WILL OF GOD. AND WE HAVE OFFERED THESE REMARKS BY WAY OF A NECESSARY DIGRESSION. FOR WE WISHED TO ANSWER THE ASSERTION OF CELSUS CONCERNING THE JEWS, THAT THEY WERE "FUGITIVES FROM EGYPT, AND THAT THESE MEN, BELOVED BY GOD, NEVER ACCOMPLISHED ANYTHING WORTHY OF NOTE." AND FURTHER, IN ANSWER TO THE STATEMENT THAT "THEY WERE NEVER HELD IN ANY REPUTATION OR ACCOUNT," WE SAY, THAT LIVING APART AS A "CHOSEN NATION AND A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD," AND SHUNNING INTERCOURSE WITH THE MANY NATIONS AROUND THEM, IN ORDER THAT THEIR MORALS MIGHT ESCAPE CORRUPTION, THEY ENJOYED THE PROTECTION OF THE DIVINE POWER, NEITHER COVETING LIKE THE MOST OF MANKIND THE ACQUISITION OF OTHER KINGDOMS, NOR YET BEING ABANDONED SO AS TO BECOME, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR SMALLNESS, AN EASY OBJECT OF ATTACK TO OTHERS, AND THUS BE ALTOGETHER DESTROYED; AND THIS LASTED SO LONG AS THEY WERE WORTHY OF THE DIVINE PROTECTION. BUT WHEN IT BECAME NECESSARY FOR THEM, AS A NATION WHOLLY GIVEN TO SIN, TO BE BROUGHT BACK BY THEIR SUFFERINGS TO THEIR GOD, THEY WERE ABANDONED (BY HIM), SOMETIMES FOR A LONGER, SOMETIMES FOR A SHORTER PERIOD, UNTIL IN THE TIME OF THE ROMANS, HAVING COMMITTED THE GREATEST OF SINS IN PUTTING JESUS TO DEATH, THEY WERE COMPLETELY DESERTED. 
CHAP. XXXIII. 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THIS, CELSUS, ASSAILING THE CONTENTS OF THE FIRST BOOK OF MOSES, WHICH IS ENTITLED "GENESIS," ASSERTS THAT "THE JEWS ACCORDINGLY ENDEAVORED TO DERIVE THEIR ORIGIN FROM THE FIRST RACE OF JUGGLERS AND DECEIVERS, APPEALING TO THE TESTIMONY OF DARK AND AMBIGUOUS WORDS, WHOSE MEANING WAS VEILED IN OBSCURITY, AND WHICH THEY MISINTERPRETED S TO THE UNLEARNED AND IGNORANT, AND THAT, TOO, WHEN SUCH A POINT HAD NEVER BEEN CALLED IN QUESTION DURING THE LONG PRECEDING PERIOD." NOW CELSUS APPEARS TO ME IN THESE WORDS TO HAVE EXPRESSED VERY OBSCURELY THE MEANING WHICH HE INTENDED TO CONVEY. IT IS PROBABLE, INDEED, THAT HIS OBSCURITY ON THIS SUBJECT IS INTENTIONAL, INASMUCH AS HE SAW THE STRENGTH OF THE ARGUMENT WHICH ESTABLISHES THE DESCENT OF THE JEWS FROM THEIR ANCESTORS; WHILE AGAIN, ON THE OTHER HAND, HE WISHED NOT TO APPEAR IGNORANT THAT THE QUESTION REGARDING THE JEWS AND THEIR DESCENT WAS ONE THAT COULD NOT BE LIGHTLY DISPOSED OF. IT IS CERTAIN, HOWEVER, THAT THE JEWS TRACE THEIR GENEALOGY BACK TO THE THREE FATHERS, ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB. AND THE NAMES OF THESE INDIVIDUALS POSSESS SUCH EFFICACY, WHEN UNITED WITH THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, THAT NOT ONLY DO THOSE BELONGING TO THE NATION EMPLOY IN THEIR PRAYERS TO GOD, AND IN THE EXORCISING OF DEMONS, THE WORDS, "GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND GOD OF ISAAC, AND GOD OF JACOB," BUT SO ALSO DO ALMOST ALL THOSE WHO OCCUPY THEMSELVES WITH INCANTATIONS AND MAGICAL RITES. FOR THERE IS FOUND IN TREATISES ON MAGIC IN MANY COUNTRIES SUCH AN INVOCATION OF GOD, AND ASSUMPTION OF THE DIVINE NAME, AS IMPLIES A FAMILIAR USE OF IT BY THESE MEN IN THEIR DEALINGS WITH DEMONS. THESE FACTS, THEN--ADDUCED BY JEWS AND CHRISTIANS TO PROVE THE SACRED CHARACTER OF ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, THE FATHERS OF THE JEWISH RACE--APPEAR TO ME NOT TO HAVE BEEN ALTOGETHER UNKNOWN TO CELSUS, BUT NOT TO HAVE BEEN DISTINCTLY SET FORTH BY HIM, BECAUSE HE WAS UNABLE TO ANSWER THE ARGUMENT WHICH MIGHT BE FOUNDED ON THEM. 
CHAP. XXXIV. 
FOR WE INQUIRE OF ALL THOSE WHO EMPLOY SUCH INVOCATIONS OF GOD, SAYING: TELL US, FRIENDS, WHO WAS ABRAHAM, AND WHAT SORT OF PERSON WAS ISAAC, AND WHAT POWER DID JACOB POSSESS, THAT THE APPELLATION "GOD," WHEN JOINED WITH THEIR NAME, COULD AFFECT SUCH WONDERS? AND FROM WHOM HAVE YOU LEARNED, OR CAN YOU LEARN, THE FACTS RELATING TO THESE INDIVIDUALS? AND WHO HAS OCCUPIED HIMSELF WITH WRITING A HISTORY ABOUT THEM, EITHER DIRECTLY MAGNIFYING THESE MEN BY ASCRIBING TO THEM MYSTERIOUS POWERS, OR HINTING OBSCURELY AT THEIR POSSESSION OF CERTAIN GREAT AND MARVELOUS QUALITIES, PATENT TO THOSE WHO ARE QUALIFIED TO SEE THEM? AND WHEN, IN ANSWER TO OUR INQUIRY, NO ONE CAN SHOW FROM WHAT HISTORY--WHETHER GREEK OR BARBARIAN--OR, IF NOT A HISTORY, YET AT LEAST FROM WHAT MYSTICAL NARRATIVE, THE ACCOUNTS OF THESE MEN ARE DERIVED, WE SHALL BRING FORWARD THE BOOK ENTITLED "GENESIS," WHICH CONTAINS THE ACTS OF THESE MEN, AND THE DIVINE ORACLES ADDRESSED TO THEM, AND WILL SAY, DOES NOT THE USE BY YOU OF THE NAMES OF THESE THREE ANCESTORS OF THE RACE, ESTABLISHING IN THE CLEAREST MANNER THAT EFFECTS NOT TO BE LIGHTLY REGARDED ARE PRODUCED BY THE INVOCATION OF THEM, EVIDENCE THE DIVINITY OF THE MEN? AND YET WE KNOW THEM FROM NO OTHER SOURCE THAN THE SACRED BOOKS OF THE JEWS! MOREOVER, THE PHRASES, "THE GOD OF ISRAEL," AND "THE GOD OF THE HEBREWS," AND "THE GOD WHO DROWNED IN THE RED SEA THE KING OF EGYPT AND THE EGYPTIANS," ARE FORMULAE FREQUENTLY EMPLOYED AGAINST DEMONS AND CERTAIN WICKED POWERS. AND WE LEARN THE HISTORY OF THE NAMES AND THEIR INTERPRETATION FROM THOSE HEBREWS, WHO IN THEIR NATIONAL LITERATURE AND NATIONAL TONGUE DWELL WITH PRIDE UPON THESE THINGS, AND EXPLAIN THEIR MEANING. HOW, THEN, SHOULD THE JEWS ATTEMPT TO DERIVE THEIR ORIGIN FROM THE FIRST RACE OF THOSE WHOM CELSUS SUPPOSED TO BE JUGGLERS AND DECEIVERS, AND SHAMELESSLY ENDEAVOR TO TRACE THEMSELVES AND THEIR BEGINNING BACK TO THESE? WHOSE NAMES, BEING HEBREW, ARE AN EVIDENCE TO THE HEBREWS, WHO HAVE THEIR SACRED BOOKS WRITTEN IN THE HEBREW LANGUAGE AND LETTERS, THAT THEIR NATION IS AKIN TO THESE MEN. FOR UP TO THE PRESENT TIME, THE JEWISH NAMES BELONGING TO THE HEBREW LANGUAGE WERE EITHER TAKEN FROM THEIR WRITINGS, OR GENERALLY FROM WORDS THE MEANING OF WHICH WAS MADE KNOWN BY THE HEBREW LANGUAGE. 
CHAP. XXXV. 
AND LET ANY ONE WHO PERUSES THE TREATISE OF CELSUS OBSERVE WHETHER IT DOES NOT CONVEY SOME SUCH INSINUATION AS THE ABOVE, WHEN HE SAYS: "AND THEY ATTEMPTED TO DERIVE THEIR ORIGIN FROM THE FIRST RACE OF JUGGLERS AND DECEIVERS, APPEALING TO THE TESTIMONY OF DARK AND AMBIGUOUS WORDS, WHOSE MEANING WAS VEILED IN OBSCURITY." FOR THESE NAMES ARE INDEED OBSCURE, AND NOT WITHIN THE COMPREHENSION AND KNOWLEDGE OF MANY, THOUGH NOT IN OUR OPINION OF DOUBTFUL MEANING, EVEN ALTHOUGH ASSUMED BY THOSE WHO ARE ALIENS TO OUR RELIGION; BUT AS, ACCORDING TO CELSUS, THEY DO NOT S CONVEY ANY AMBIGUITY, I AM AT A LOSS TO KNOW WHY HE HAS REJECTED THEM. AND YET, IF HE HAD WISHED HONESTLY TO OVERTURN THE GENEALOGY WHICH HE DEEMED THE JEWS TO HAVE SO SHAMELESSLY ARROGATED, IN BOASTING OF ABRAHAM AND HIS DESCENDANTS (AS THEIR PROGENITORS), HE OUGHT TO HAVE QUOTED ALL THE PASSAGES BEARING ON THE SUBJECT; AND, IN THE FIRST PLACE, TO HAVE ADVOCATED HIS CAUSE WITH SUCH ARGUMENTS AS HE THOUGHT LIKELY TO BE CONVINCING, AND IN THE NEXT TO HAVE BRAVELY REFUTED, BY MEANS OF WHAT APPEARED TO HIM TO BE THE TRUE MEANING, AND BY ARGUMENTS IN ITS FAVOUR, THE ERRORS EXISTING ON THE SUBJECT. BUT NEITHER CELSUS NOR ANY ONE ELSE WILL BE ABLE, BY THEIR DISCUSSIONS REGARDING THE NATURE OF NAMES EMPLOYED FOR MIRACULOUS PURPOSES, TO LAY DOWN THE CORRECT DOCTRINE REGARDING THEM, AND TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THOSE MEN WERE TO BE LIGHTLY ESTEEMED WHOSE NAMES MERELY, NOT AMONG THEIR COUNTRYMEN ALONE, BUT ALSO AMONGST FOREIGNERS, COULD ACCOMPLISH (SUCH RESULTS). HE OUGHT TO HAVE SHOWN, MOREOVER, HOW WE, IN MISINTERPRETING THE PASSAGES IN WHICH THESE NAMES ARE FOUND, DECEIVE OUR HEARERS, AS HE IMAGINES, WHILE HE HIMSELF, WHO BOASTS THAT HE IS NOT IGNORANT OR UNINTELLIGENT, GIVES THE TRUE INTERPRETATION OF THEM. AND HE HAZARDED THE ASSERTION, IN SPEAKING OF THOSE NAMES, FROM WHICH THE JEWS DEDUCE THEIR GENEALOGIES, THAT "NEVER, DURING THE LONG ANTECEDENT PERIOD, HAS THERE BEEN ANY DISPUTE ABOUT THESE NAMES, BUT THAT AT THE PRESENT TIME THE JEWS DISPUTE ABOUT THEM WITH CERTAIN OTHERS," WHOM HE DOES NOT MENTION. NOW, LET HIM WHO CHOOSES SHOW WHO THESE ARE THAT DISPUTE WITH THE JEWS, AND WHO ADDUCE EVEN PROBABLE ARGUMENTS TO SHOW THAT JEWS AND CHRISTIANS DO NOT DECIDE CORRECTLY ON THE POINTS RELATING TO THESE NAMES, BUT THAT THERE ARE OTHERS WHO HAVE DISCUSSED THESE QUESTIONS WITH THE GREATEST LEARNING AND ACCURACY. BUT WE ARE WELL ASSURED THAT NONE CAN ESTABLISH ANYTHING OF THE SORT, IT BEING MANIFEST THAT THESE NAMES ARE DERIVED FROM THE HEBREW LANGUAGE, WHICH IS FOUND ONLY AMONG THE JEWS. 
CHAP. XXXVI. 
CELSUS IN THE NEXT PLACE, PRODUCING FROM HISTORY OTHER THAN THAT OF THE DIVINE RECORD, THOSE PASSAGES WHICH BEAR UPON THE CLAIMS TO GREAT ANTIQUITY PUT FORTH BY MANY NATIONS, AS THE ATHENIANS, AND EGYPTIANS, AND ARCADIANS, AND PHRYGIANS, WHO ASSERT THAT CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS HAVE EXISTED AMONG THEM WHO SPRANG FROM THE EARTH, AND WHO EACH ADDUCE PROOFS OF THESE ASSERTIONS, SAYS: "THE JEWS, THEN, LEADING A GROVELING LIFE IN SOME COMER OF PALESTINE, AND BEING A WHOLLY UNEDUCATED PEOPLE, WHO HAD NOT HEARD THAT THESE MATTERS HAD BEEN COMMITTED TO VERSE LONG AGO BY HESIOD AND INNUMERABLE OTHER INSPIRED MEN, WOVE TOGETHER SOME MOST INCREDIBLE AND INSIPID STORIES, VIZ., THAT A CERTAIN MAN WAS FORMED BY THE HANDS OF GOD, AND HAD BREATHED INTO HIM THE BREATH OF LIFE, AND THAT A WOMAN WAS TAKEN FROM HIS SIDE, AND THAT GOD ISSUED CERTAIN COMMANDS, AND THAT A SERPENT OPPOSED THESE, AND GAINED A VICTORY OVER THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD; THUS RELATING CERTAIN OLD WIVES' FABLES, AND MOST IMPIOUSLY REPRESENTING GOD AS WEAK AT THE VERY BEGINNING (OF THINGS), AND UNABLE TO CONVINCE EVEN A SINGLE HUMAN BEING WHOM HE HIMSELF HAD FORMED." BY THESE INSTANCES, INDEED, THIS DEEPLY READ AND LEARNED CELSUS, WHO ACCUSES JEWS AND CHRISTIANS OF IGNORANCE AND WANT OF INSTRUCTION, CLEARLY EVINCES THE ACCURACY OF HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE RESPECTIVE HISTORIANS, WHETHER GREEK OR BARBARIAN, SINCE HE IMAGINES THAT HESIOD AND THE "INNUMERABLE" OTHERS, WHOM HE STYLES "INSPIRED" MEN, ARE OLDER THAN MOSES AND HIS WRITINGS--THAT VERY MOSES WHO IS SHOWN TO BE MUCH OLDER THAN THE TIME OF THE TROJAN WAR! IT IS NOT THE JEWS, THEN, WHO HAVE COMPOSED INCREDIBLE AND INSIPID STORIES REGARDING THE BIRTH OF MAN FROM THE EARTH, BUT THESE "INSPIRED" MEN OF CELSUS, HESIOD AND HIS OTHER "INNUMERABLE" COMPANIONS, WHO, HAVING NEITHER LEARNED NOR HEARD OF THE FAR OLDER AND MOST VENERABLE ACCOUNTS EXISTING IN PALESTINE, HAVE WRITTEN SUCH HISTORIES AS THEIR THEOGONIES, ATTRIBUTING, SO FAR AS IN THEIR POWER, "GENERATION" TO THEIR DEITIES, AND INNUMERABLE OTHER ABSURDITIES. AND THESE ARE THE WRITERS WHOM PLATO EXPELS FROM HIS "STATE" AS BEING CORRUPTERS OF THE YOUTH, HOMER, VIZ., AND THOSE WHO HAVE COMPOSED POEMS OF A SIMILAR DESCRIPTION! NOW IT IS EVIDENT THAT PLATO DID NOT REGARD AS "INSPIRED" THOSE MEN WHO HAD LEFT BEHIND THEM SUCH WORKS. BUT PERHAPS IT WAS FROM A DESIRE TO CAST REPROACH UPON US, THAT THIS EPICUREAN CELSUS, WHO IS BETTER ABLE TO JUDGE THAN PLATO (IF IT BE THE SAME CELSUS WHO COMPOSED TWO OTHER BOOKS AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS), CALLED THOSE INDIVIDUALS "INSPIRED" WHOM HE DID NOT IN REALITY REGARD AS SUCH. 
CHAP. XXXVII. 
HE CHARGES US, MOREOVER, WITH INTRODUCING "A MAN FORMED BY THE HANDS OF GOD," ALTHOUGH THE BOOK OF GENESIS HAS MADE NO MENTION OF THE "HANDS" OF GOD, EITHER WHEN RELATING THE CREATION OR THE "FASHIONING" OF THE MAN; WHITE IT IS JOB AND DAVID WHO HAVE USED THE EXPRESSION, "THY HANDS HAVE MADE ME AND FASHIONED ME;" WITH REFERENCE TO WHICH IT WOULD NEED A LENGTHENED DISCOURSE TO POINT OUT THE SENSE IN WHICH THESE WORDS WERE UNDERSTOOD BY THOSE WHO USED THEM, BOTH AS REGARDS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN "MAKING" AND "FASHIONING," AND ALSO THE "HANDS" OF GOD. FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT UNDERSTAND THESE AND SIMILAR EXPRESSIONS IN THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, IMAGINE THAT WE ATTRIBUTE TO THE GOD WHO IS OVER ALL THINGS A FORM SUCH AS THAT OF MAN; AND ACCORDING TO THEIR CONCEPTIONS, IT FOLLOWS THAT WE CONSIDER THE BODY OF GOD TO BE FURNISHED WITH WINGS, SINCE THE SCRIPTURES, LITERALLY UNDERSTOOD, ATTRIBUTE SUCH APPENDAGES TO GOD. THE SUBJECT BEFORE US, HOWEVER, DOES NOT REQUIRE US TO INTERPRET THESE EXPRESSIONS; FOR, IN OUR EXPLANATORY REMARKS UPON THE BOOK OF GENESIS, THESE MATTERS HAVE BEEN MADE, TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, A SPECIAL SUBJECT OF INVESTIGATION. OBSERVE NEXT THE MALIGNITY OF CELSUS IN WHAT FOLLOWS. FOR THE SCRIPTURE, SPEAKING OF THE "FASHIONING" OF THE MAN, SAYS, "AND BREATHED INTO HIS FACE THE BREATH OF LIFE, AND THE MAN BECAME A LIVING SOUL." WHEREON CELSUS, WISHING MALICIOUSLY TO RIDICULE THE "INBREATHING INTO HIS FACE OF THE BREATH OF LIFE," AND NOT UNDERSTANDING THE SENSE IN WHICH THE EXPRESSION WAS EMPLOYED, STATES THAT "THEY COMPOSED A STORY THAT A MAN WAS FASHIONED BY THE HANDS OF GOD, AND WAS INFLATED BY BREATH BLOWN INTO HIM," IN ORDER THAT, TAKING THE WORD" INFLATED" TO BE USED IN A SIMILAR WAY TO THE INFLATION OF SKINS, HE MIGHT RIDICULE THE STATEMENT, "HE BREATHED INTO HIS FACE THE BREATH OF LIFE,"--TERMS WHICH ARE USED FIGURATIVELY, AND REQUIRE TO BE EXPLAINED IN ORDER TO SHOW THAT GOD COMMUNICATED TO MAN OF HIS INCORRUPTIBLE SPIRIT; AS IT IS SAID, "FOR THINE INCORRUPTIBLE SPIRIT IS IN ALL THINGS." 
CHAP. XXXVIII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS IT IS HIS OBJECT TO SLANDER OUR SCRIPTURES, HE RIDICULES THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT: "AND GOD CAUSED A DEEP SLEEP TO FALL UPON ADAM, AND HE SLEPT: AND HE TOOK ONE OF HIS RIBS, AND CLOSED UP THE FLESH INSTEAD THEREOF. AND THE RIB, WHICH HE HAD TAKEN FROM THE MAN, MADE HE A WOMAN," AND SO ON; WITHOUT QUOTING THE WORDS, WHICH WOULD GIVE THE HEARER THE IMPRESSION THAT THEY ARE SPOKEN WITH A FIGURATIVE MEANING. HE WOULD NOT EVEN HAVE IT APPEAR THAT THE WORDS WERE USED ALLEGORICALLY, ALTHOUGH HE SAYS AFTERWARDS, THAT "THE MORE MODEST AMONG JEWS AND CHRISTIANS ARE ASHAMED OF THESE THINGS, AND ENDEAVOUR TO GIVE THEM SOMEHOW AN ALLEGORICAL SIGNIFICATION." NOW WE MIGHT SAY TO HIM, ARE THE STATEMENTS OF YOUR "INSPIRED" HESIOD, WHICH HE MAKES REGARDING THE WOMAN IN THE FORM OF A MYTH, TO BE EXPLAINED ALLEGORICALLY, IN THE SENSE THAT SHE WAS GIVEN BY JOVE TO MEN AS AN EVIL THING, AND AS A RETRIBUTION FOR THE THEFT OF "THE FIRE;" WHILE THAT REGARDING THE WOMAN WHO WAS TAKEN FROM THE SIDE OF THE MAN (AFTER HE HAD BEEN BURIED IN DEEP SLUMBER), AND WAS FORMED BY GOD, APPEARS TO YOU TO BE RELATED WITHOUT ANY RATIONAL MEANING AND SECRET SIGNIFICATION? BUT IS IT NOT UNCANDID, NOT TO RIDICULE THE FORMER AS MYTHS, BUT TO ADMIRE THEM AS PHILOSOPHICAL IDEAS IN A MYTHICAL DRESS, AND TO TREAT WITH CONTEMPT THE LATTER, AS OFFENDING THE UNDERSTANDING, AND TO DECLARE THAT THEY ARE OF NO ACCOUNT? FOR IF, BECAUSE OF THE MERE PHRASEOLOGY, WE ARE TO FIND FAULT WITH WHAT IS INTENDED TO HAVE A SECRET MEANING, SEE WHETHER THE FOLLOWING LINES OF HESIOD, A MAN, AS YOU SAY," INSPIRED," ARE NOT BETTER FITTED TO EXCITE LAUGHTER: "'SON OF IAPETUS!' WITH WRATHFUL HEART SPOKE THE CLOUD-GATHERER: 'OH, UNMATCHED IN ART! EXULTEST THOU IN THIS THE FLAME RETRIEVED, AND DOST THOU TRIUMPH IN THE GOD DECEIVED? BUT THOU, WITH THE POSTERITY OF MAN, SHALT RUE THE FRAUD WHENCE MIGHTIER ILLS BEGAN; I WILL SEND EVIL FOR THY STEALTHY FIRE, WHILE ALL EMBRACE IT, AND THEIR BANE DESIRE.' THE SIRE, WHO RULES THE EARTH, AND SWAYS THE POLE, HAD SAID, AND LAUGHTER FILLED HIS SECRET SOUL. HE BADE THE ARTIST-GOD HIS BEST OBEYS AND MOLD WITH TEMPERING WATERS DUCTILE CLAY: INFUSE, AS BREATHING LIFE AND FORM BEGAN, THE SUPPLE VIGOR, AND THE VOICE OF MAN: HER ASPECT FAIR AS GODDESSES ABOVE, A VIRGIN'S LIKENESS, WITH THE BROWS OF LOVE. HE BADE MINERVA TEACH THE SKILL THAT DYES THE WEB WITH COLORS, AS THE SHUTTLE FLIES; HE CALLED THE MAGIC OF LOVE'S QUEEN TO SHED A NAMELESS GRACE AROUND HER COURTEOUS HEAD; INSTILL THE WISH THAT LONGS WITH RESTLESS AIM, AND CARES OF DRESS THAT FEED UPON THE FRAME: BADE HERMES LAST IMPLANT THE CRAFT REFINED OF ARTFUL MANNERS, AND A SHAMELESS MIND. HE SAID; THEIR KING THE INFERIOR POWERS OBEYED: THE FICTILE LIKENESS OF A BASHFUL MAID ROSE FROM THE TEMPERED EARTH, BY JOVE'S BEHEST, UNDER THE FORMING GOD; THE ZONE AND VEST WERE CLASPED AND FOLDED BY MINERVA'S HAND: THE HEAVEN-BORN GRACES, AND PERSUASION BLAND DECKED HER ROUND LIMBS WITH CHAINS OF GOLD: THE HOURS OF LOOSE LOCKS TWINED HER TEMPLES WITH SPRING FLOWERS. THE WHOLE ATTIRE MINERVA'S CURIOUS CARE FORMED TO HER SHAPE, AND FITTED TO HER AIR. BUT IN HER BREAST THE HERALD FROM ABOVE, FULL OF THE COUNSELS OF DEEP THUNDERING JOVE, WROUGHT ARTFUL MANNERS, WROUGHT PERFIDIOUS LIES, AND SPEECH THAT THRILLS THE BLOOD, AND LULLS THE WISE. HER DID THE INTERPRETER OF GODS PROCLAIM, AND NAMED THE WOMAN WITH PANDORA'S NAME; SINCE ALL THE GODS CONFERRED THEIR GIFTS, TO CHARM, FOR MAN'S INVENTIVE RACE, THIS BEAUTEOUS HARM." MOREOVER, WHAT IS SAID ALSO ABOUT THE CASKET IS FITTED OF ITSELF TO EXCITE LAUGHTER; FOR EXAMPLE: "WHILE SOME ON EARTH THE SONS OF MEN ABODE FROM ILLS APART, AND LABOR'S IRKSOME LOAD, AND SORE DISEASES, BRINGING AGE TO MAN; NOW THE SAD LIFE OF MORTALS IS A SPAN. THE WOMAN'S HANDS A MIGHTY CASKET BEAR; SHE LIFTS THE LID; SHE SCATTERS GRIEFS IN AIR: ALONE, BENEATH THE VESSEL S RIMS DETAINED, HOPE STILL WITHIN THE UNBROKEN CELL REMAINED, NOR FLED ABROAD; SO WILLED CLOUD-GATHERER JOVE: THE WOMAN'S HAND HAD DROPPED THE LID ABOVE." NOW, TO HIM WHO WOULD GIVE TO THESE LINES A GRAVE ALLEGORICAL MEANING (WHETHER ANY SUCH MEANING BE CONTAINED IN THEM OR NOT), WE WOULD SAY: ARE THE GREEKS ALONE AT LIBERTY TO CONVEY A PHILOSOPHIC MEANING IN A SECRET COVERING? OR PERHAPS ALSO THE EGYPTIANS, AND THOSE OF THE BARBARIANS WHO PRIDE THEMSELVES UPON THEIR MYSTERIES AND THE TRUTH (WHICH IS CONCEALED WITHIN THEM); WHILE THE JEWS ALONE, WITH THEIR LAWGIVER AND HISTORIANS, APPEAR TO YOU THE MOST UNINTELLIGENT OF MEN? AND IS THIS THE ONLY NATION WHICH HAS NOT RECEIVED A SHARE OF DIVINE POWER, AND WHICH YET WAS SO GRANDLY INSTRUCTED HOW TO RISE UPWARDS TO THE UNCREATED NATURE OF GOD, AND TO GAZE ON HIM ALONE, AND TO EXPECT FROM HIM ALONE (THE FULFILMENT OF) THEIR HOPES? 
CHAP. XXXIX. 
BUT AS CELSUS MAKES A JEST ALSO OF THE SERPENT, AS COUNTERACTING THE INJUNCTIONS GIVEN BY GOD TO THE MAN, TAKING THE NARRATIVE TO BE AN OLD WIFE'S FABLE, AND HAS PURPOSELY NEITHER MENTIONED THE PARADISE OF GOD, NOR STATED THAT GOD IS SAID TO HAVE PLANTED IT IN EDEN TOWARDS THE EAST, AND THAT THERE AFTERWARDS SPRANG UP FROM THE EARTH EVERY TREE THAT WAS BEAUTIFUL TO THE SIGHT, AND GOOD FOR FOOD, AND THE TREE OF LIFE IN THE MIDST OF THE PARADISE, AND THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, AND THE OTHER STATEMENTS WHICH FOLLOW, WHICH MIGHT OF THEMSELVES LEAD A CANDID READER TO SEE THAT ALL THESE THINGS HAD NOT INAPPROPRIATELY AN ALLEGORICAL MEANING, LET US CONTRAST WITH THIS THE WORDS OF SOCRATES REGARDING EROS IN THE SYMPOSIUM OF PLATO, AND WHICH ARE PUT IN THE MOUTH OF SOCRATES AS BEING MORE APPROPRIATE THAN WHAT WAS SAID REGARDING HIM BY ALL THE OTHERS AT THE SYMPOSIUM. THE WORDS OF PLATO ARE AS FOLLOW: "WHEN APHRODITE WAS BORN, THE GODS HELD A BANQUET, AND THERE WAS PRESENT, ALONG WITH THE OTHERS, PORUS THE SON OF METIS. AND AFTER THEY HAD DINED, PENIA CAME TO BEG FOR SOMETHING (SEEING THERE WAS AN ENTERTAINMENT), AND SHE STOOD AT THE GATE. PORUS MEANTIME, HAVING BECOME INTOXICATED WITH THE NECTAR (FOR THERE WAS THEN NO WINE), WENT INTO THE GARDEN OF ZEUS, AND, BEING HEAVY WITH LIQUOR, LAY DOWN TO SLEEP. PENIA ACCORDINGLY FORMED A SECRET PLOT, WITH A VIEW OF FREEING HERSELF FROM HER CONDITION OF POVERTY, TO GET A CHILD BY PORUS, AND ACCORDINGLY LAY DOWN BESIDE HIM, AND BECAME PREGNANT WITH EROS. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT EROS HAS BECOME THE FOLLOWER AND ATTENDANT OF APHRODITE, HAVING BEEN BEGOTTEN ON HER BIRTHDAY FEAST, AND BEING AT THE SAME TIME BY NATURE A LOVER OF THE BEAUTIFUL, BECAUSE APHRODITE TOO IS BEAUTIFUL. SEEING, THEN, THAT EROS IS THE SON OF PORUS AND PENIA, THE FOLLOWING IS HIS CONDITION. IN THE FIRST PLACE, HE IS ALWAYS POOR, AND FAR FROM BEING DELICATE AND BEAUTIFUL, AS MOST PERSONS IMAGINE; BUT IS WITHERED, AND SUNBURNT, AND UNSHOD, AND WITHOUT A HOME, SLEEPING ALWAYS UPON THE GROUND, AND WITHOUT A COVERING; LYING IN THE OPEN AIR BESIDE GATES, AND ON PUBLIC ROADS; POSSESSING THE NATURE OF HIS MOTHER, AND DWELLING CONTINUALLY WITH INDIGENCE. BUT, ON THE OTHER HAND, IN CONFORMITY WITH THE CHARACTER OF HIS FATHER, HE IS GIVEN TO PLOTTING AGAINST THE BEAUTIFUL AND THE GOOD, BEING COURAGEOUS, AND HASTY, AND VEHEMENT; A KEEN HUNTER, PERPETUALLY DEVISING CONTRIVANCES; BOTH MUCH GIVEN TO FORETHOUGHT, AND ALSO FERTILE IN RESOURCES; ACTING LIKE A PHILOSOPHER THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE OF HIS LIFE; A TERRIBLE SORCERER, AND DEALER IN DRUGS, AND A SOPHIST AS WELL; NEITHER IMMORTAL BY NATURE NOR YET MORTAL, BUT ON THE SAME DAY, AT ONE TIME HE FLOURISHES AND LIVES WHEN HE HAS PLENTY, AND AGAIN AT ANOTHER TIME DIES, AND ONCE MORE IS RECALLED TO LIFE THROUGH POSSESSING THE NATURE OF HIS FATHER. BUT THE SUPPLIES FURNISHED TO HIM ARE ALWAYS GRADUALLY DISAPPEARING, SO THAT HE IS NEVER AT ANY TIME IN WANT, NOR YET RICH; AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, HE OCCUPIES AN INTERMEDIATE POSITION BETWEEN WISDOM AND IGNORANCE." NOW, IF THOSE WHO READ THESE WORDS WERE TO IMITATE THE MALIGNITY OF CELSUS--WHICH BE IT FAR FROM CHRISTIANS TO DO!--THEY WOULD RIDICULE THE MYTH, AND WOULD TURN THIS GREAT PLATO INTO A SUBJECT OF JEST; BUT IF, ON INVESTIGATING IN A PHILOSOPHIC SPIRIT WHAT IS CONVEYED IN THE DRESS OF A MYTH, THEY SHOULD BE ABLE TO DISCOVER THE MEANING OF PLATO, (THEY WILL ADMIRE) THE MANNER IN WHICH HE WAS ABLE TO CONCEAL, ON ACCOUNT OF THE MULTITUDE, IN THE FORM OF THIS MYTH, THE GREAT IDEAS WHICH PRESENTED THEMSELVES TO HIM, AND TO SPEAK IN A BEFITTING MANNER TO THOSE WHO KNOW HOW TO ASCERTAIN FROM THE MYTHS THE TRUE MEANING OF HIM WHO WOVE THEM TOGETHER. NOW I HAVE BROUGHT FORWARD THIS MYTH OCCURRING IN THE WRITINGS OF PLATO, BECAUSE OF THE MENTION IN IT OF THE GARDEN OF ZEUS, WHICH APPEARS TO BEAR SOME RESEMBLANCE TO THE PARADISE OF GOD, AND OF THE COMPARISON BETWEEN PENIA AND THE SERPENT, AND THE PLOT AGAINST PORUS BY PENIA, WHICH MAY BE COMPARED WITH THE PLOT OF THE SERPENT AGAINST THE MAN. IT IS NOT VERY CLEAR, INDEED, WHETHER PLATO FELL IN WITH THESE STORIES BY CHANCE, OR WHETHER, AS SOME THINK, MEETING DURING HIS VISIT TO EGYPT WITH CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS WHO PHILOSOPHIZED ON THE JEWISH MYSTERIES, AND LEARNING SOME THINGS FROM THEM, HE MAY HAVE PRESERVED A FEW OF THEIR IDEAS, AND THROWN OTHERS ASIDE, BEING CAREFUL NOT TO OFFEND THE GREEKS BY A COMPLETE ADOPTION OF ALL THE POINTS OF THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE JEWS, WHO WERE IN BAD REPUTE WITH THE MULTITUDE, ON ACCOUNT OF THE FOREIGN CHARACTER OF THEIR LAWS AND THEIR PECULIAR POLITY. THE PRESENT, HOWEVER, IS NOT THE PROPER TIME FOR EXPLAINING EITHER THE MYTH OF PLATO, OR THE STORY OF THE SERPENT AND THE PARADISE OF GOD, AND ALL THAT IS RELATED TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN IT, AS IN OUR EXPOSITION OF THE BOOK OF GENESIS WE HAVE ESPECIALLY OCCUPIED OURSELVES AS WE BEST COULD WITH THESE MATTERS. 
CHAP. XL. 
BUT AS HE ASSERTS THAT "THE MOSAIC NARRATIVE MOST IMPIOUSLY REPRESENTS GOD AS IN A STATE OF WEAKNESS FROM THE VERY COMMENCEMENT (OF THINGS), AND AS UNABLE TO GAIN OVER (TO OBEDIENCE) EVEN ONE SINGLE MAN WHOM HE HIMSELF HAD FORMED," WE SAY IN ANSWER THAT THE OBJECTION IS MUCH THE SAME AS IF ONE WERE TO FIND FAULT WITH THE EXISTENCE OF EVIL, WHICH GOD HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO PREVENT EVEN IN THE CASE OF A SINGLE INDIVIDUAL, SO THAT ONE MAN MIGHT BE FOUND FROM THE VERY BEGINNING OF THINGS WHO WAS BORN INTO THE WORLD UNTAINTED BY SIN. FOR AS THOSE WHOSE BUSINESS IT IS TO DEFEND THE DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE DO SO BY MEANS OF ARGUMENTS WHICH ARE NOT TO BE DESPISED, SO ALSO THE SUBJECTS OF ADAM AND HIS SON WILL BE PHILOSOPHICALLY DEALT WITH BY THOSE WHO ARE AWARE THAT IN THE HEBREW LANGUAGE ADAM SIGNIFIES MAN; AND THAT IN THOSE PARTS OF THE NARRATIVE WHICH APPEAR TO REFER TO ADAM AS AN INDIVIDUAL, MOSES IS DISCOURSING UPON THE NATURE OF MAN IN GENERAL. FOR "IN ADAM" (AS THE SCRIPTURE SAYS) "ALL DIE," AND WERE CONDEMNED IN THE LIKENESS OF ADAM'S TRANSGRESSION, THE WORD OF GOD ASSERTING THIS NOT SO MUCH OF ONE PARTICULAR INDIVIDUAL AS OF THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE. FOR IN THE CONNECTED SERIES OF STATEMENTS WHICH APPEARS TO APPLY AS TO ONE PARTICULAR INDIVIDUAL, THE CURSE PRONOUNCED UPON ADAM IS REGARDED AS COMMON TO ALL (THE MEMBERS OF THE RACE), AND WHAT WAS SPOKEN WITH REFERENCE TO THE WOMAN IS SPOKEN OF EVERY WOMAN WITHOUT EXCEPTION. AND THE EXPULSION OF THE MAN AND WOMAN FROM PARADISE, AND THEIR BEING CLOTHED WITH TUNICS OF SKINS (WHICH GOD, BECAUSE OF THE TRANSGRESSION OF MEN, MADE FOR THOSE WHO HAD SINNED), CONTAIN A CERTAIN SECRET AND MYSTICAL DOCTRINE (FAR TRANSCENDING THAT OF PLATO) OF THE SOULS LOSING ITS WINGS, AND BEING BORNE DOWNWARDS TO EARTH, UNTIL IT CAN LAY HOLD OF SOME STABLE RESTING-PLACE. 
CHAP. XLI. 
AFTER THIS HE CONTINUES AS FOLLOWS: "THEY SPEAK, IN THE NEXT PLACE, OF A DELUGE, AND OF A MONSTROUS ARK, HAVING WITHIN IT ALL THINGS, AND OF A DOVE AND A CROW AS MESSENGERS, FALSIFYING AND RECKLESSLY ALTERING THE STORY OF DEUCALION; NOT EXPECTING, I SUPPOSE, THAT THESE THINGS WOULD COME TO LIGHT, BUT IMAGINING THAT THEY WERE INVENTING STORIES MERELY FOR YOUNG CHILDREN." NOW IN THESE REMARKS OBSERVE THE HOSTILITY--SO UNBECOMING A PHILOSOPHER--DISPLAYED BY THIS MAN TOWARDS THIS VERY ANCIENT JEWISH NARRATIVE. FOR, NOT BEING ABLE TO SAY ANYTHING AGAINST THE HISTORY OF THE DELUGE, AND NOT PERCEIVING WHAT HE MIGHT HAVE URGED AGAINST THE ARK AND ITS DIMENSIONS,--VIZ., THAT, ACCORDING TO THE GENERAL OPINION, WHICH ACCEPTED THE STATEMENTS THAT IT WAS THREE HUNDRED CUBITS IN LENGTH, AND FIFTY IN BREADTH, AND THIRTY IN HEIGHT, IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO MAINTAIN THAT IT CONTAINED (ALL) THE ANIMALS THAT WERE UPON THE EARTH, FOURTEEN SPECIMENS OF EVERY CLEAN AND FOUR OF EVERY UNCLEAN BEAST,--HE MERELY TERMED IT "MONSTROUS, CONTAINING ALL THINGS WITHIN IT." NOW WHEREIN WAS ITS "MONSTROUS" CHARACTER, SEEING IT IS RELATED TO HAVE BEEN A HUNDRED YEARS IN BUILDING, AND TO HAVE HAD THE THREE HUNDRED CUBITS OF ITS LENGTH AND THE FIFTY OF ITS BREADTH CONTRACTED, UNTIL THE THIRTY CUBITS OF ITS HEIGHT TERMINATED IN A TOP ONE CUBIT LONG AND ONE CUBIT BROAD? WHY SHOULD WE NOT RATHER ADMIRE A STRUCTURE WHICH RESEMBLED AN EXTENSIVE CITY, IF ITS MEASUREMENTS BE TAKEN TO MEAN WHAT THEY ARE CAPABLE OF MEANING, SO THAT IT WAS NINE MYRIADS OF CUBITS LONG IN THE BASE, AND TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED IN BREADTH? AND WHY SHOULD WE NOT ADMIRE THE DESIGN EVINCED IN HAVING IT SO COMPACTLY BUILT, AND RENDERED CAPABLE OF SUSTAINING A TEMPEST WHICH CAUSED A DELUGE? FOR IT WAS NOT DAUBED WITH PITCH, OR ANY MATERIAL OF THAT KIND, BUT WAS SECURELY COATED WITH BITUMEN. AND IS IT NOT A SUBJECT OF ADMIRATION, THAT BY THE PROVIDENTIAL ARRANGEMENT OF GOD, THE ELEMENTS OF ALL THE RACES WERE BROUGHT INTO IT, THAT THE EARTH MIGHT RECEIVE AGAIN THE SEEDS OF ALL LIVING THINGS, WHILE GOD MADE USE OF A MOST RIGHTEOUS MAN TO BE THE PROGENITOR OF THOSE WHO WERE TO BE BORN AFTER THE DELUGE? 
CHAP. XLII. 
IN ORDER TO SHOW THAT HE HAD READ THE BOOK OF GENESIS, CELSUS REJECTS THE STORY OF THE DOVE, ALTHOUGH UNABLE TO ADDUCE ANY REASON WHICH MIGHT PROVE IT TO BE A FICTION. IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS HIS HABIT IS, IN ORDER TO PUT THE NARRATIVE IN A MORE RIDICULOUS LIGHT, HE CONVERTS THE "RAVEN" INTO A "CROW," AND IMAGINES THAT MOSES SO WROTE, HAVING RECKLESSLY ALTERED THE ACCOUNTS RELATED OF THE GRECIAN DEUCALION; UNLESS PERHAPS HE REGARDS THE NARRATIVE AS NOT HAVING PROCEEDED FROM MOSES, BUT FROM SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS, AS APPEARS FROM HIS EMPLOYING THE PLURAL NUMBER IN THE EXPRESSIONS, "FALSIFYING AND RECKLESSLY ALTERING THE STORY OF DEUCALION," AS WELL AS FROM THE WORDS, "FOR THEY DID NOT EXPECT, I SUPPOSE, THAT THESE THINGS WOULD COME TO LIGHT." BUT HOW SHOULD THEY, WHO GAVE THEIR SCRIPTURES TO THE WHALE NATION, NOT EXPECT THAT THEY WOULD COME TO LIGHT, AND WHO PREDICTED, MOREOVER, THAT THIS RELIGION SHOULD BE PROCLAIMED TO ALL NATIONS? JESUS DECLARED, "THE KINGDOM OF GOD SHALL BE TAKEN FROM YOU, AND GIVEN TO A NATION BRINGING FORTH THE FRUITS THEREOF;" AND IN UTTERING THESE WORDS TO THE JEWS, WHAT OTHER MEANING DID HE INTEND TO CONVEY THAN THIS, VIZ., THAT HE HIMSELF SHOULD, THROUGH HIS DIVINE POWER, BRING FORTH INTO LIGHT THE WHOLE OF THE JEWISH SCRIPTURES, WHICH CONTAIN THE MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD? IF, THEN, THEY PERUSE THE THEOGONIES OF THE GREEKS, AND THE STORIES ABOUT THE TWELVE GODS, THEY IMPART TO THEM AN AIR OF DIGNITY, BY INVESTING THEM WITH AN ALLEGORICAL SIGNIFICATION; BUT WHEN THEY WISH TO THROW CONTEMPT UPON OUR BIBLICAL NARRATIVES, THEY ASSERT THAT THEY ARE FABLES, CLUMSILY INVENTED FOR INFANT CHILDREN! 
CHAP. XLIII. 
"ALTOGETHER ABSURD, AND OUT OF SEASON," HE CONTINUES, "IS THE (ACCOUNT OF THE) BEGETTING OF CHILDREN," WHERE, ALTHOUGH HE HAS MENTIONED NO NAMES, IT IS EVIDENT THAT HE IS REFERRING TO THE HISTORY OF ABRAHAM AND SARAH. CAVILING ALSO AT THE "CONSPIRACIES OF THE BROTHERS," HE ALLIES EITHER TO THE STORY OF CAIN PLOTTING AGAINST ABEL, OR, IN ADDITION, TO THAT OF ESAU AGAINST JACOB; AND (SPEAKING) OF "A FATHER'S SORROW," HE PROBABLY REFERS TO THAT OF ISAAC ON ACCOUNT OF THE ABSENCE OF JACOB, AND PERHAPS ALSO TO THAT OF JACOB BECAUSE OF JOSEPH HAVING BEEN SOLD INTO EGYPT. AND WHEN RELATING THE "CRAFTY PROCEDURE OF MOTHERS," I SUPPOSE HE MEANS THE CONDUCT OF REBECCA, WHO CONTRIVED THAT THE BLESSING OF ISAAC SHOULD DESCEND, NOT UPON ESAU, BUT UPON JACOB. NOW IF WE ASSERT THAT IN ALL THESE CASES GOD INTERPOSED IN A VERY MARKED DEGREE, WHAT ABSURDITY DO WE COMMIT, SEEING WE ARE PERSUADED THAT HE NEVER WITHDRAWS HIS PROVIDENCE FROM THOSE WHO DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO HIM IN AN HONOURABLE AND VIGOROUS LIFE? HE RIDICULES, MOREOVER, THE ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY MADE BY JACOB WHILE LIVING WITH LABAN, NOT UNDERSTANDING TO WHAT THESE WORDS REFER: "AND THOSE WHICH HAD NO SPOTS WERE LABAN'S, AND THOSE WHICH WERE SPOTTED WERE JACOB'S;" AND HE SAYS THAT "GOD PRESENTED HIS SONS WITH ASSES, AND SHEEP, AND CAMELS," AND DID NOT SEE THAT "ALL THESE THINGS HAPPENED UNTO THEM FOR ENSAMPLES, AND WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR SAKE, UPON WHOM THE ENDS OF THE WORLD ARE COME." THE VARYING CUSTOMS (PREVAILING AMONG THE DIFFERENT NATIONS) BECOMING FAMOUS, ARE REGULATED BY THE WORD OF GOD, BEING GIVEN AS A POSSESSION TO HIM WHO IS FIGURATIVELY TERMED JACOB. FOR THOSE WHO BECOME CONVERTS TO CHRIST FROM AMONG THE HEATHEN, ARE INDICATED BY THE HISTORY OF LABAN AND JACOB. 
CHAP. XLIV. 
AND ERRING WIDELY FROM THE MEANING OF SCRIPTURE, HE SAYS THAT "GOD GAVE WELLS ALSO TO THE RIGHTEOUS." NOW HE DID NOT OBSERVE THAT THE RIGHTEOUS DO NOT CONSTRUCT CISTERNS, BUT DIG WELLS, SEEKING TO DISCOVER THE INHERENT GROUND AND SOURCE OF POTABLE BLESSINGS, INASMUCH AS THEY RECEIVE IN A FIGURATIVE SENSE THE COMMANDMENT WHICH ENJOINS, "DRINK WATERS FROM YOUR OWN VESSELS, AND FROM YOUR OWN WELLS OF FRESH WATER. LET NOT YOUR WATER BE POURED OUT BEYOND YOUR OWN FOUNTAIN, BUT LET IT PASS INTO YOUR OWN STREETS. LET IT BELONG TO YOU ALONE, AND LET NO ALIEN PARTAKE WITH THEE." SCRIPTURE FREQUENTLY MAKES USE OF THE HISTORIES OF REAL EVENTS, IN ORDER TO PRESENT TO VIEW MORE IMPORTANT TRUTHS, WHICH ARE BUT OBSCURELY INTIMATED; AND OF THIS KIND ARE THE NARRATIVES RELATING TO THE "WELLS," AND TO THE "MARRIAGES," AND TO THE VARIOUS ACTS OF "SEXUAL INTERCOURSE" RECORDED OF RIGHTEOUS PERSONS, RESPECTING WHICH, HOWEVER, IT WILL BE MORE SEASONABLE TO OFFER AN EXPLANATION IN THE EXEGETICAL WRITINGS [THIS IS WHAT MARRIED CHRUCH FATHERS BELIEVE, BUT THE LORD IS AGAINST SUCH SEXUAL INDULGENCES, WHERE IT SHOULD BE DIVINE INTERCOURSES ALSO KNOWN AS SEXLESS INTERCOURSE, BUT THE CHURCH FATHERS MISSED THE MARK] REFERRING TO THOSE VERY PASSAGES. BUT THAT WELLS WERE CONSTRUCTED BY RIGHTEOUS MEN IN THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES, AS RELATED IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS, IS MANIFEST FROM THE WONDERFUL WELLS WHICH ARE SHOWN AT ASCALON, AND WHICH ARE DESERVING OF MENTION ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR STRUCTURE, SO FOREIGN AND PECULIAR COMPARED WITH THAT OF OTHER WELLS. MOREOVER, THAT BOTH YOUNG WOMEN AND FEMALE SERVANTS ARE TO BE UNDERSTOOD METAPHORICALLY, IS NOT OUR DOCTRINE MERELY, BUT ONE WHICH WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM THE BEGINNING FROM WISE MEN, AMONG WHOM A CERTAIN ONE SAID, WHEN EXHORTING HIS HEARERS TO INVESTIGATE THE FIGURATIVE MEANING: "TELL ME, YE THAT READ THE LAW, DO YE NOT HEAR THE LAW? FOR IT IS WRITTEN THAT ABRAHAM HAD TWO SONS; THE ONE BY A BOND MAID, THE OTHER BY A FREE WOMAN. BUT HE WHO WAS OF THE BOND WOMAN WAS BORN AFTER THE FLESH; BUT HE OF THE FREE WOMAN WAS BY PROMISE. WHICH THINGS ARE AN ALLEGORY: FOR THESE ARE THE TWO COVENANTS; THE ONE FROM L THE MOUNT SINAI, WHICH GENDERETH TO BONDAGE, WHICH IS AGAR." AND A LITTLE AFTER, "BUT JERUSALEM WHICH IS ABOVE IS FREE, WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF US ALL." AND ANY ONE WHO WILL TAKE UP THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS MAY LEARN HOW THE PASSAGES RELATING TO THE "MARRIAGES," AND THE INTERCOURSE WITH "THE MAID-SERVANTS," HAVE BEEN ALLEGORIZED; THE SCRIPTURE DESIRING US TO IMITATE NOT THE LITERAL ACTS OF THOSE WHO DID THESE THINGS, BUT (AS THE APOSTLES OF JESUS ARE ACCUSTOMED TO CALL THEM) THE SPIRITUAL. 
CHAP. XLV. 
AND WHEREAS CELSUS OUGHT TO HAVE RECOGNIZED THE LOVE OF TRUTH DISPLAYED BY THE WRITERS OF SACRED SCRIPTURE, WHO HAVE NOT CONCEALED EVEN WHAT IS TO THEIR DISCREDIT, AND THUS BEEN LED TO ACCEPT THE OTHER AND MORE MARVELOUS ACCOUNTS AS TRUE, HE HAS DONE THE REVERSE, AND HAS CHARACTERIZED THE STORY OF LOT AND HIS DAUGHTERS (WITHOUT EXAMINING EITHER ITS LITERAL OR ITS FIGURATIVE MEANING) AS "WORSE THAN THE CRIMES OF THYESTES." THE FIGURATIVE SIGNIFICATION OF THAT PASSAGE OF HISTORY IT IS NOT NECESSARY AT PRESENT TO EXPLAIN, NOR WHAT IS MEANT BY SODOM, AND BY THE WORDS OF THE ANGELS TO HIM WHO WAS ESCAPING THENCE, WHEN THEY SAID: "LOOK NOT BEHIND THEE, NEITHER STAY THOU IN ALL THE SURROUNDING DISTRICT; ESCAPE TO THE MOUNTAIN, LEST THOU BE CONSUMED;" NOR WHAT IS INTENDED BY LOT AND HIS WIFE, WHO BECAME A PILLAR OF SALT BECAUSE SHE TURNED BACK; NOR BY HIS DAUGHTERS INTOXICATING THEIR FATHER, THAT THEY MIGHT BECOME MOTHERS BY HIM. BUT LET US IN A FEW WORDS SOFTEN DOWN THE REPULSIVE FEATURES OF THE HISTORY. THE NATURE OF ACTIONS--GOOD, BAD, AND INDIFFERENT--HAS BEEN INVESTIGATED BY THE GREEKS; AND THE MORE SUCCESSFUL OF SUCH INVESTIGATORS LAY DOWN THE PRINCIPLE THAT INTENTION ALONE GIVES TO ACTIONS THE CHARACTER OF GOOD OR BAD, AND THAT ALL THINGS WHICH ARE DONE WITHOUT A PURPOSE ARE, STRICTLY SPEAKING, INDIFFERENT; THAT WHEN THE INTENTION IS DIRECTED TO A BECOMING END, IT IS PRAISEWORTHY; WHEN THE REVERSE, IT IS CENSURABLE. THEY HAVE SAID, ACCORDINGLY, IN THE SECTION RELATING TO" THINGS INDIFFERENT," THAT, STRICTLY SPEAKING, FOR A MAN TO HAVE SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WITH HIS DAUGHTERS IS A THING INDIFFERENT, ALTHOUGH SUCH A THING OUGHT NOT TO TAKE PLACE IN ESTABLISHED COMMUNITIES. AND FOR THE SAKE OF HYPOTHESIS, IN ORDER TO SHOW THAT SUCH AN ACT BELONGS TO THE CLASS OF THINGS INDIFFERENT, THEY HAVE ASSUMED THE CASE OF A WISE MAN BEING LEFT WITH AN ONLY DAUGHTER, THE ENTIRE HUMAN RACE BESIDES HAVING PERISHED; AND THEY PUT THE QUESTION WHETHER THE FATHER CAN FITLY HAVE INTERCOURSE WITH HIS DAUGHTER, IN ORDER, AGREEABLY TO THE SUPPOSITION, TO PREVENT THE EXTERMINATION OF MANKIND. IS THIS TO BE ACCOUNTED SOUND REASONING AMONG THE GREEKS, AND TO BE COMMENDED BY THE INFLUENTIAL SECT OF THE STOICS; BUT WHEN YOUNG MAIDENS, WHO HAD HEARD OF THE BURNING OF THE WORLD, THOUGH WITHOUT COMPREHENDING (ITS FULL MEANING), SAW FIRE DEVASTATING THEIR CITY AND COUNTRY, AND SUPPOSING THAT THE ONLY MEANS LEFT OF REKINDLING THE FLAME OF HUMAN LIFE LAY IN THEIR FATHER AND THEMSELVES, SHOULD, ON SUCH A SUPPOSITION, CONCEIVE THE DESIRE THAT THE WORLD SHOULD CONTINUE, SHALL THEIR CONDUCT BE DEEMED WORSE THAN THAT OF THE WISE MAN WHO, ACCORDING TO THE HYPOTHESIS OF THE STOICS, ACTS BECOMINGLY IN HAVING INTERCOURSE WITH HIS DAUGHTER IN THE CASE ALREADY SUPPOSED, OF ALL MEN HAVING BEEN DESTROYED? I AM NOT UNAWARE, HOWEVER, THAT SOME HAVE TAKEN OFFENCE AT THE DESIRE OF LOT'S DAUGHTERS, AND HAVE REGARDED THEIR CONDUCT AS VERY WICKED; AND HAVE SAID THAT TWO ACCURSED NATIONS--MOAB AND AMMON--HAVE SPRUNG FROM THAT UNHALLOWED INTERCOURSE. AND YET TRULY SACRED SCRIPTURE IS NOWHERE FOUND DISTINCTLY APPROVING OF THEIR CONDUCT AS GOOD, NOR YET PASSING SENTENCE UPON IT AS BLAMEWORTHY. NEVERTHELESS, WHATEVER BE THE REAL STATE OF THE CASE, IT ADMITS NOT ONLY OF A FIGURATIVE MEANING, BUT ALSO OF BEING DEFENDED ON ITS OWN MERITS. 
CHAP. XLVI. 
CELSUS, MOREOVER, SNEERS AT THE "HATRED" OF ESAU (TO WHICH, I SUPPOSE, HE REFERS) AGAINST JACOB, ALTHOUGH HE WAS A MAN WHO, ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES, IS ACKNOWLEDGED TO HAVE BEEN WICKED; AND NOT CLEARLY STATING THE STORY OF SIMEON AND LEVI, WHO SALLIED OUT (ON THE SHECHEMITES) ON ACCOUNT OF THE INSULT OFFERED TO THEIR SISTER, WHO HAD BEEN VIOLATED BY THE SON OF THE SHECHEMITE KING, HE INVEIGHS AGAINST THEIR CONDUCT. AND PASSING ON, HE SPEAKS OF" BROTHERS SELLING (ONE ANOTHER)," ALLUDING TO THE SONS OF JACOB; AND OF "A BROTHER SOLD," JOSEPH TO WIT; AND OF "A FATHER DECEIVED," VIZ., JACOB, BECAUSE HE ENTERTAINED NO SUSPICION OF HIS SONS WHEN THEY SHOWED HIM JOSEPH'S COAT OF MANY COLORS, BUT BELIEVED THEIR STATEMENT, AND MOURNED FOR HIS SON, WHO WAS A SLAVE IN EGYPT, AS IF HE WERE DEAD. AND OBSERVE IN WHAT A SPIRIT OF HATRED AND FALSEHOOD CELSUS COLLECTS TOGETHER THE STATEMENTS OF THE SACRED HISTORY; SO THAT WHEREVER IT APPEARED TO HIM TO CONTAIN A GROUND OF ACCUSATION HE PRODUCES THE PASSAGE, BUT WHEREVER THERE IS ANY EXHIBITION OF VIRTUE WORTHY OF MENTION- AS WHEN JOSEPH WOULD NOT GRATIFY THE LUST OF HIS MISTRESS, REFUSING ALIKE HER ALLUREMENTS AND HER THREATS--HE DOES NOT EVEN MENTION THE CIRCUMSTANCE! HE SHOULD SEE, INDEED, THAT THE CONDUCT OF JOSEPH WAS FAR SUPERIOR TO WHAT IS RELATED OF BELLEROPHON, SINCE THE FORMER CHOSE RATHER TO BE SHUT UP IN PRISON THAN DO VIOLENCE TO HIS VIRTUE. FOR ALTHOUGH HE MIGHT HAVE OFFERED A JUST DEFENSE AGAINST HIS ACCUSER, HE MAGNANIMOUSLY REMAINED SILENT, ENTRUSTING HIS CAUSE TO GOD. 
CHAP. XLVII. 
CELSUS NEXT, FOR FORM'S SAKE, AND WITH GREAT WANT OF PRECISION, SPEAKS OF "THE DREAMS OF THE CHIEF BUTLER AND CHIEF BAKER, AND OF PHARAOH, AND OF THE EXPLANATION OF THEM, IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH JOSEPH WAS TAKEN OUT OF PRISON IN ORDER TO BE ENTRUSTED BY PHARAOH WITH THE SECOND PLACE IN EGYPT." WHAT ABSURDITY, THEN, DID THE HISTORY CONTAIN, LOOKED AT EVEN IN ITSELF, THAT IT SHOULD BE ADDUCED AS MATTER OF ACCUSATION BY THIS CELSUS, WHO GAVE THE TITLE OF TRUE DISCOURSE TO A TREATISE NOT CONTAINING DOCTRINES, BUT FULL OF CHARGES AGAINST JEWS AND CHRISTIANS? HE ADDS: "HE WHO HAD BEEN SOLD BEHAVED KINDLY TO HIS BRETHREN (WHO HAD SOLD HIM), WHEN THEY WERE SUFFERING FROM HUNGER, AND HAD BEEN SENT WITH THEIR ASSES TO PURCHASE (PROVISIONS);" ALTHOUGH HE HAS NOT RELATED THESE OCCURRENCES (IN HIS TREATISE). BUT HE DOES MENTION THE CIRCUMSTANCE OF JOSEPH MAKING HIMSELF KNOWN TO HIS BRETHREN, ALTHOUGH I KNOW NOT WITH WHAT VIEW, OR WHAT ABSURDITY HE CAN POINT OUT IN SUCH AN OCCURRENCE; SINCE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR MOMUS HIMSELF, WE MIGHT SAY, TO FIND ANY REASONABLE FAULT WITH EVENTS WHICH, APART FROM THEIR FIGURATIVE MEANING, PRESENT SO MUCH THAT IS ATTRACTIVE. HE RELATES, FURTHER, THAT "JOSEPH, WHO HAD BEEN SOLD AS A SLAVE, WAS RESTORED TO LIBERTY, AND WENT UP WITH A SOLEMN PROCESSION TO HIS FATHER'S FUNERAL," AND THINKS THAT THE NARRATIVE FURNISHES MATTER OF ACCUSATION AGAINST US, AS HE MAKES THE FOLLOWING REMARK: "BY WHOM (JOSEPH, NAMELY) THE ILLUSTRIOUS AND DIVINE NATION OF THE JEWS, AFTER GROWING UP IN EGYPT TO BE A MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE, WAS COMMANDED TO SOJOURN SOMEWHERE BEYOND THE LIMITS OF THE KINGDOM, AND TO PASTURE THEIR FLOCKS IN DISTRICTS OF NO REPUTE." NOW THE WORDS, "THAT THEY WERE COMMANDED TO PASTURE THEIR FLOCKS IN DISTRICTS OF NO REPUTE," ARE AN ADDITION, PROCEEDING FROM HIS OWN FEELINGS OF HATRED; FOR HE HAS NOT SHOWN THAT GOSHEN, THE DISTRICT OF EGYPT, IS A PLACE OF NO REPUTE. THE EXODUS OF THE PEOPLE FROM EGYPT HE CALLS A FLIGHT, NOT AT ALL REMEMBERING WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF EXODUS REGARDING THE DEPARTURE OF THE HEBREWS FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT. WE HAVE ENUMERATED THESE INSTANCES TO SHOW THAT WHAT, LITERALLY CONSIDERED, MIGHT APPEAR TO FURNISH GROUND OF ACCUSATION, CELSUS HAS NOT SUCCEEDED IN PROVING TO BE EITHER OBJECTIONABLE OR FOOLISH, HAVING UTTERLY FAILED TO ESTABLISH THE EVIL CHARACTER, AS HE REGARDS IT, OF OUR SCRIPTURES. 
CHAP. XLVIII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS IF HE HAD DEVOTED HIMSELF SOLELY TO THE MANIFESTATION OF HIS HATRED AND DISLIKE OF THE JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, HE SAYS: "THE MORE MODEST OF JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN WRITERS GIVE ALL THESE THINGS AN ALLEGORICAL MEANING;" AND, "BECAUSE THEY ARE ASHAMED OF THESE THINGS, THEY TAKE REFUGE IN ALLEGORY." NOW ONE MIGHT SAY TO HIM, THAT IF WE MUST ADMIT FABLES AND FICTIONS, WHETHER WRITTEN WITH A CONCEALED MEANING OR WITH ANY OTHER OBJECT, TO BE SHAMEFUL NARRATIVES WHEN TAKEN IN THEIR LITERAL ACCEPTATION, OF WHAT HISTORIES CAN THIS BE SAID MORE TRULY THAN OF THE GRECIAN? IN THESE HISTORIES, GODS WHO ARE SONS CASTRATE THE GODS WHO ARE THEIR FATHERS, AND GODS WHO ARE PARENTS DEVOUR THEIR OWN CHILDREN, AND A GODDESS-MOTHER GIVES TO THE "FATHER OF GODS AND MEN" A STONE TO SWALLOW INSTEAD OF HIS OWN SON, AND A FATHER HAS INTERCOURSE WITH HIS DAUGHTER, AND A WIFE BINDS HER OWN HUSBAND, HAVING AS HER ALLIES IN THE WORK THE BROTHER OF THE FETTERED GOD AND HIS OWN DAUGHTER! BUT WHY SHOULD I ENUMERATE THESE ABSURD STORIES OF THE GREEKS REGARDING THEIR GODS, WHICH ARE MOST SHAMEFUL IN THEMSELVES, EVEN THOUGH INVESTED WITH AN ALLEGORICAL MEANING? (TAKE THE INSTANCE) WHERE CHRYSIPPUS OF SOLI, WHO IS CONSIDERED TO BE AN ORNAMENT OF THE STOIC SECT, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS NUMEROUS AND LEARNED TREATISES, EXPLAINS A PICTURE AT SAMOS, IN WHICH JUNO WAS REPRESENTED AS COMMITTING UNSPEAKABLE ABOMINATIONS WITH JUPITER. THIS REVEREND PHILOSOPHER SAYS IN HIS TREATISES, THAT MATTER RECEIVES THE SPERMATIC WORDS OF THE GOD, AND RETAINS THEM WITHIN HERSELF, IN ORDER TO ORNAMENT THE UNIVERSE. FOR IN THE PICTURE AT SAMOS JUNO REPRESENTS MATTER, AND JUPITER GOD. NOW IT IS ON ACCOUNT OF THESE, AND OF COUNTLESS OTHER SIMILAR FABLES, THAT WE WOULD NOT EVEN IN WORD CALL THE GOD OF ALL THINGS JUPITER, OR THE SUN APOLLO, OR THE MOON DIANA. BUT WE OFFER TO THE CREATOR A WORSHIP WHICH IS PURE, AND SPEAK WITH RELIGIOUS RESPECT OF HIS NOBLE WORKS OF CREATION, NOT CONTAMINATING EVEN IN WORD THE THINGS OF GOD; APPROVING OF THE LANGUAGE OF PLATO IN THE PHILEBUS, WHO WOULD NOT ADMIT THAT PLEASURE WAS A GODDESS, "SO GREAT IS MY REVERENCE, PROTARCHUS," HE SAYS, "FOR THE VERY NAMES OF THE GODS." WE VERILY ENTERTAIN SUCH REVERENCE FOR THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, AND FOR HIS NOBLE WORKS OF CREATION, THAT WE WOULD NOT, EVEN UNDER PRETEXT OF AN ALLEGORICAL MEANING, ADMIT ANY FABLE WHICH MIGHT DO INJURY TO THE YOUNG. 
CHAP. XLIX. 
IF CELSUS HAD READ THE SCRIPTURES IN AN IMPARTIAL SPIRIT, HE WOULD NOT HAVE SAID THAT "OUR WRITINGS ARE INCAPABLE OF ADMITTING AN ALLEGORICAL MEANING." FOR FROM THE PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES, IN WHICH HISTORICAL EVENTS ARE RECORDED (NOT FROM THE HISTORICAL), IT IS POSSIBLE TO BE CONVINCED THAT THE HISTORICAL PORTIONS ALSO WERE WRITTEN WITH AN ALLEGORICAL PURPOSE, AND WERE MOST SKILLFULLY ADAPTED NOT ONLY TO THE MULTITUDE OF THE SIMPLER BELIEVERS, BUT ALSO TO THE FEW WHO ARE ABLE OR WILLING TO INVESTIGATE MATTERS IN AN INTELLIGENT SPIRIT. IF, INDEED, THOSE WRITERS AT THE PRESENT DAY WHO ARE DEEMED BY CELSUS THE "MORE MODEST OF THE JEWS AND CHRISTIANS" WERE THE (FIRST) ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETERS OF OUR SCRIPTURES, HE WOULD HAVE THE APPEARANCE, PERHAPS, OF MAKING A PLAUSIBLE ALLEGATION. BUT SINCE THE VERY FATHERS AND AUTHORS OF THE DOCTRINES THEMSELVES GIVE THEM AN ALLEGORICAL SIGNIFICATION, WHAT OTHER INFERENCE CAN BE DRAWN THAN THAT THEY WERE COMPOSED SO AS TO BE ALLEGORICALLY UNDERSTOOD IN THEIR CHIEF SIGNIFICATION? AND WE SHALL ADDUCE A FEW INSTANCES OUT OF VERY MANY TO SHOW THAT CELSUS BRINGS AN EMPTY CHARGE AGAINST THE SCRIPTURES, WHEN HE SAYS "THAT THEY ARE INCAPABLE OF ADMITTING AN ALLEGORICAL MEANING." PAUL, THE APOSTLE OF JESUS, SAYS: "IT IS WRITTEN IN THE LAW, THOU SHALT NOT MUZZLE THE MOUTH OF THE OX THAT TREADETH OUT THE CORN. DOTH GOD TAKE CARE FOR OXEN? OR SAITH HE IT ALTOGETHER FOR OUR SAKES? FOR OUR SAKES, NO DOUBT, THIS IS WRITTEN, THAT HE THAT PLOUGHETH SHOULD PLOUGH IN HOPE, AND HE THAT THRESHETH IN HOPE OF PARTAKING." AND IN ANOTHER PASSAGE THE SAME PAUL SAYS: "FOR IT IS WRITTEN, FOR THIS CAUSE SHALL A MAN LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THEY TWO SHALL BE ONE FLESH. THIS IS A GREAT MYSTERY; BUT I SPEAK CONCERNING CHRIST AND THE CHURCH." AND AGAIN, IN ANOTHER PLACE: "WE KNOW THAT ALL OUR FATHERS WERE UNDER THE CLOUD, AND ALL PASSED THROUGH THE SEA; AND WERE ALL BAPTIZED UNTO MOSES IN THE CLOUD, AND IN THE SEA." THEN, EXPLAINING THE HISTORY RELATING TO THE MANNA, AND THAT REFERRING TO THE MIRACULOUS ISSUE OF THE WATER FROM THE ROCK, HE CONTINUES AS FOLLOWS: "AND THEY DID ALL EAT THE SAME SPIRITUAL MEAT, AND DID ALL DRINK THE SAME SPIRITUAL DRINK. FOR THEY DRANK OF THAT SPIRITUAL ROCK THAT FOLLOWED THEM, AND THAT ROCK WAS CHRIST." ASAPH, MOREOVER, WHO, IN SHOWING THE HISTORIES IN EXODUS AND NUMBERS TO BE FULL OF DIFFICULTIES AND PARABLES, BEGINS IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER, AS RECORDED IN THE BOOK OF PSALMS, WHERE HE IS ABOUT TO MAKE MENTION OF THESE THINGS: "GIVE EAR, O MY PEOPLE, TO MY LAW: INCLINE YOUR EARS TO THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH. I WILL OPEN MY MOUTH IN PARABLES; I WILL UTTER DARK SAYINGS OF OLD, WHICH WE HAVE HEARD AND KNOWN, AND OUR FATHERS HAVE TOLD US." 
CHAP. L 
MOREOVER, IF THE LAW OF MOSES HAD CONTAINED NOTHING WHICH WAS TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS HATING A SECRET MEANING, THE PROPHET WOULD NOT HAVE SAID IN HIS PRAYER TO GOD, "OPEN THOU MINE EYES, AND I WILL BEHOLD WONDROUS THINGS OUT OF THY LAW;" WHEREAS HE KNEW THAT THERE WAS A VEIL OF IGNORANCE LYING UPON THE HEART OF THOSE WHO READ BUT DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE FIGURATIVE MEANING, WHICH VEIL IS TAKEN AWAY BY THE GIFT OF GOD, WHEN HE HEARS HIM WHO HAS DONE ALL THAT HE CAN, AND WHO BY REASON OF HABIT HAS HIS SENSES EXERCISED TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL, AND WHO CONTINUALLY UTTERS THE PRAYER, "OPEN THOU MINE EYES, AND I WILL BEHOLD WONDROUS THINGS OUT OF THY LAW." AND WHO IS THERE THAT, ON READING OF THE DRAGON THAT LIVES IN THE EGYPTIAN RIVER, AND OF THE FISHES WHICH LURK IN HIS SCALES, OR OF THE EXCREMENT OF PHARAOH WHICH FILLS THE MOUNTAINS OF EGYPT, IS NOT LED AT ONCE TO INQUIRE WHO HE IS THAT FILLS THE EGYPTIAN MOUNTAINS WITH HIS STINKING EXCREMENT, AND WHAT THE EGYPTIAN MOUNTAINS ARE; AND WHAT THE RIVERS IN EGYPT ARE, OF WHICH THE AFORESAID PHARAOH BOASTFULLY SAYS, "THE RIVERS ARE MINE, AND I HAVE MADE THEM;" AND WHO THE DRAGON IS, AND THE FISHES IN ITS SCALES,--AND THIS SO AS TO HARMONIZE WITH THE INTERPRETATION TO BE GIVEN OF THE RIVERS? BUT WHY ESTABLISH AT GREATER LENGTH WHAT NEEDS NO DEMONSTRATION? FOR TO THESE THINGS APPLIES THE SAYING: "WHO IS WISE, AND HE SHALL UNDERSTAND THESE THINGS? OR WHO IS PRUDENT, AND HE SHALL KNOW THEM?" NOW I HAVE GONE AT SOME LENGTH INTO THE SUBJECT, BECAUSE I WISHED TO SHOW THE UNSOUNDNESS OF THE ASSERTION OF CELSUS, THAT "THE MORE MODEST AMONG THE JEWS AND CHRISTIANS ENDEAVOR SOMEHOW TO GIVE THESE STORIES AN ALLEGORICAL SIGNIFICATION, ALTHOUGH SOME OF THEM DO NOT ADMIT OF THIS, BUT ON THE CONTRARY ARE EXCEEDINGLY SILLY INVENTIONS." MUCH RATHER ARE THE STORIES OF THE GREEKS NOT ONLY VERY SILLY, BUT VERY IMPIOUS INVENTIONS. FOR OUR NARRATIVES KEEP EXPRESSLY IN VIEW THE MULTITUDE OF SIMPLER BELIEVERS, WHICH WAS NOT DONE BY THOSE WHO INVENTED THE GRECIAN FABLES. AND THEREFORE, NOT WITHOUT PROPRIETY DOES PLATO EXPEL FROM HIS STATE ALL FABLES AND POEMS OF SUCH A NATURE AS THOSE OF WHICH WE HAVE BEEN SPEAKING. 
CHAP. LI. 
CELSUS APPEARS TO ME TO HAVE HEARD THAT THERE ARE TREATISES IN EXISTENCE WHICH CONTAIN ALLEGORICAL EXPLANATIONS OF THE LAW OF MOSES. THESE HOWEVER, HE COULD NOT HAVE READ; FOR IF HE HAD HE WOULD NOT HAVE SAID: "THE ALLEGORICAL EXPLANATIONS, HOWEVER, WHICH HAVE BEEN DEVISED ARE MUCH MORE SHAMEFUL AND ABSURD THAN THE FABLES THEMSELVES, INASMUCH AS THEY ENDEAVOR TO UNITE WITH MARVELOUS AND ALTOGETHER INSENSATE FOLLY THINGS WHICH CANNOT AT ALL BE MADE TO HARMONIZE." HE SEEMS TO REFER IN THESE WORDS TO THE WORKS OF PHILO, OR TO THOSE OF STILL OLDER WRITERS, SUCH AS ARISTOBULUS. BUT I CONJECTURE THAT CELSUS HAS NOT READ THEIR BOOKS, SINCE IT APPEARS TO ME THAT IN MANY PASSAGES THEY HAVE SO SUCCESSFULLY HIT THE MEANING (OF THE SACRED WRITERS), THAT EVEN GRECIAN PHILOSOPHERS WOULD HAVE BEEN CAPTIVATED BY THEIR EXPLANATIONS; FOR IN THEIR WRITINGS WE FIND NOT ONLY A POLISHED STYLE, BUT EXQUISITE THOUGHTS AND DOCTRINES, AND A RATIONAL USE OF WHAT CELSUS IMAGINES TO BE FABLES IN THE SACRED WRITINGS. I KNOW, MOREOVER, THAT NUMENIUS THE PYTHAGOREAN--A SURPASSINGLY EXCELLENT EXPOUNDER OF PLATO, AND WHO HELD A FOREMOST PLACE AS A TEACHER OF THE DOCTRINES OF PYTHAGORAS--IN MANY OF HIS WORKS QUOTES FROM THE WRITINGS OF MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, AND APPLIES TO THE PASSAGES IN QUESTION A NOT IMPROBABLE ALLEGORICAL MEANING, AS IN HIS WORK CALLED EPOPS, AND IN THOSE WHICH TREAT OF "NUMBERS" AND OF "PLACE." AND IN THE THIRD BOOK OF HIS DISSERTATION ON THE GOOD, HE QUOTES ALSO A NARRATIVE REGARDING JESUS--WITHOUT, HOWEVER, MENTIONING HIS NAME--AND GIVES IT AN ALLEGORICAL SIGNIFICATION, WHETHER SUCCESSFULLY OR THE REVERSE I MAY STATE ON ANOTHER OCCASION. HE RELATES ALSO THE ACCOUNT RESPECTING MOSES, AND JANNES, AND JAMBRES. BUT WE ARE NOT ELATED ON ACCOUNT OF THIS INSTANCE, THOUGH WE EXPRESS OUR APPROVAL OF NUMENIUS, RATHER THAN OF CELSUS AND OTHER GREEKS, BECAUSE HE WAS WILLING TO INVESTIGATE OUR HISTORIES FROM A DESIRE TO ACQUIRE KNOWLEDGE, AND WAS (DULY) AFFECTED BY THEM AS NARRATIVES WHICH WERE TO BE ALLEGORICALLY UNDERSTOOD, AND WHICH DID NOT BELONG TO THE CATEGORY OF FOOLISH COMPOSITIONS. 
CHAP. LII. 
AFTER THIS, SELECTING FROM ALL THE TREATISES WHICH CONTAIN ALLEGORICAL EXPLANATIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS, EXPRESSED IN A LANGUAGE AND STYLE NOT TO BE DESPISED, THE LEAST IMPORTANT, SUCH AS MIGHT CONTRIBUTE, INDEED, TO STRENGTHEN THE FAITH OF THE MULTITUDE OF SIMPLE BELIEVERS, BUT WERE NOT ADAPTED TO IMPRESS THOSE OF MORE INTELLIGENT MIND, HE CONTINUES: "OF SUCH A NATURE DO I KNOW THE WORK TO BE, ENTITLED CONTROVERSY BETWEEN ONE PAPISCUS AND JASON, WHICH IS FITTED TO EXCITE PITY AND HATRED INSTEAD OF LAUGHTER. IT IS NOT MY PURPOSE, HOWEVER, TO CONFUTE THE STATEMENTS CONTAINED IN SUCH WORKS; FOR THEIR FALLACY IS MANIFEST TO ALL, ESPECIALLY IF ANY ONE WILL HAVE THE PATIENCE TO READ THE BOOKS THEMSELVES. RATHER DO I WISH TO SHOW THAT NATURE TEACHES THIS, THAT GOD MADE NOTHING THAT IS MORTAL, BUT THAT HIS WORKS, WHATEVER THEY ARE, ARE IMMORTAL, AND THEIRS MORTAL. AND THE SOUL IS THE WORK OF GOD, WHILE THE NATURE OF THE BODY IS DIFFERENT. AND IN THIS RESPECT, THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE BODY OF A BAT, OR OF A WORM, OR OF A FROG, AND THAT OF A MAN; FOR THE MATTER IS THE SAME, AND THEIR CORRUPTIBLE PART IS ALIKE." NEVERTHELESS, I COULD WISH THAT EVERY ONE WHO HEARD CELSUS DECLAIMING AND ASSERTING THAT THE TREATISE ENTITLED CONTROVERSY BETWEEN JASON AND PAPISCUS REGARDING CHRIST WAS FITTED TO EXCITE NOT LAUGHTER, BUT HATRED, COULD FAKE THE WORK INTO HIS HANDS, AND PATIENTLY LISTEN TO ITS CONTENTS; THAT, FINDING IN IT NOTHING TO EXCITE HATRED, HE MIGHT CONDEMN CELSUS OUT OF THE BOOK ITSELF. FOR IF IT BE IMPARTIALLY PERUSED, IT WILL BE FOUND THAT THERE IS NOTHING TO EXCITE EVEN LAUGHTER IN A WORK IN WHICH A CHRISTIAN IS DESCRIBED AS CONVERSING WITH A JEW ON THE SUBJECT OF THE JEWISH SCRIPTURES, AND PROVING THAT THE PREDICTIONS REGARDING CHRIST FITLY APPLY TO JESUS; ALTHOUGH THE OTHER DISPUTANT MAINTAINS THE DISCUSSION IN NO IGNOBLE STYLE, AND IN A MANNER NOT UNBECOMING THE CHARACTER OF A JEW. 
CHAP. LIII. 
I DO NOT KNOW, INDEED, HOW HE COULD CONJOIN THINGS THAT DO NOT ADMIT OF UNION, AND WHICH CANNOT EXIST TOGETHER AT THE SAME TIME IN HUMAN NATURE, IN SAYING, AS HE DID, THAT "THE ABOVE TREATISE DESERVED TO BE TREATED BOTH WITH PITY AND HATRED." FOR EVERY ONE WILL ADMIT THAT HE WHO IS THE OBJECT OF PITY IS NOT AT THE SAME MOMENT AN OBJECT OF HATRED, AND THAT HE WHO IS THE OBJECT OF HATRED IS NOT AT THE SAME TIME A SUBJECT OF PITY. CELSUS, MOREOVER, SAYS THAT IT WAS NOT HIS PURPOSE TO REFUTE SUCH STATEMENTS, BECAUSE HE THINKS THAT THEIR ABSURDITY IS EVIDENT TO ALL, AND THAT, EVEN BEFORE OFFERING ANY LOGICAL REFUTATION, THEY WILL APPEAR TO BE BAD, AND TO MERIT BOTH PITY AND HATRED. BUT WE INVITE HIM WHO PERUSES THIS REPLY OF OURS TO THE CHARGES OF CELSUS TO HAVE PATIENCE, AND TO LISTEN TO OUR SACRED WRITINGS THEMSELVES, AND, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, TO FORM AN OPINION FROM THEIR CONTENTS OF THE PURPOSE OF THE WRITERS, AND OF THEIR CON SCIENCES AND DISPOSITION OF MIND; FOR HE WILL DISCOVER THAT THEY ARE MEN WHO STRENUOUSLY CONTEND FOR WHAT THEY UPHOLD, AND THAT SOME OF THEM SHOW THAT THE HISTORY WHICH THEY NARRATE IS ONE WHICH THEY HAVE BOTH SEEN AND EXPERIENCED, WHICH WAS MIRACULOUS, AND WORTHY OF BEING RECORDED FOR THE ADVANTAGE OF THEIR FUTURE HEARERS. WILL ANY ONE INDEED VENTURE TO SAY THAT IT IS NOT THE SOURCE AND FOUNTAIN OF ALL BLESSING (TO MEN) TO BELIEVE IN THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, AND TO PERFORM ALL OUR ACTIONS WITH THE VIEW OF PLEASING HIM IN EVERYTHING WHATEVER, AND NOT TO ENTERTAIN EVEN A THOUGHT UNPLEASING TO HIM, SEEING THAT NOT ONLY OUR WORDS AND DEEDS, BUT OUR VERY THOUGHTS, WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF FUTURE JUDGMENT? AND WHAT OTHER ARGUMENTS WOULD MORE EFFECTUALLY LEAD HUMAN NATURE TO ADOPT A VIRTUOUS LIFE, THAN THE BELIEF OR OPINION THAT THE SUPREME GOD BEHOLDS ALL THINGS, NOT ONLY WHAT IS SAID AND DONE, BUT EVEN WHAT IS THOUGHT BY US? AND LET ANY ONE WHO LIKES COMPARE ANY OTHER SYSTEM WHICH AT THE SAME TIME CONVERTS AND AMELIORATES, NOT MERELY ONE OR TWO INDIVIDUALS, BUT, AS FAR AS IN IT LIES, COUNTLESS NUMBERS, THAT BY THE COMPARISON OF BOTH METHODS HE MAY FORM A CORRECT IDEA OF THE ARGUMENTS WHICH DISPOSE TO A VIRTUOUS LIFE. 
CHAP. LIV. 
BUT AS IN THE WORDS WHICH I QUOTED FROM CELSUS, WHICH ARE A PARAPHRASE FROM THE TIMEOUS, CERTAIN EXPRESSIONS OCCUR, SUCH AS, "GOD MADE NOTHING MORTAL, BUT IMMORTAL THINGS ALONE, WHILE MORTAL THINGS ARE THE WORKS OF OTHERS, AND THE SOUL IS A WORK OF GOD, BUT THE NATURE OF THE BODY IS DIFFERENT, AND THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE BODY OF A MAN AND THAT OF A BAT, OR OF A WORM, OR OF A FROG; FOR THE MATTER IS THE SAME, AND THEIR CORRUPTIBLE PART ALIKE,"--LET US DISCUSS THESE POINTS FOR A LITTLE; AND LET US SHOW THAT CELSUS EITHER DOES NOT DISCLOSE HIS EPICUREAN OPINIONS, OR, AS MIGHT BE SAID BY ONE PERSON, HAS EXCHANGED THEM FOR BETTER, OR, AS ANOTHER MIGHT SAY, HAS NOTHING IN COMMON SAVE THE NAME, WITH CELSUS, THE EPICUREAN. FOR HE OUGHT, IN GIVING EXPRESSION TO SUCH OPINIONS, AND IN PROPOSING TO CONTRADICT NOT ONLY US, BUT THE BY NO MEANS OBSCURE SECT OF PHILOSOPHERS WHO ARE THE ADHERENTS OF ZENO OF CITIUM, TO HAVE PROVED THAT THE BODIES OF ANIMALS ARE NOT THE WORK OF GOD, AND THAT THE GREAT SKILL DISPLAYED IN THEIR CONSTRUCTION DID NOT PROCEED FROM THE HIGHEST INTELLIGENCE. AND HE OUGHT ALSO, WITH REGARD TO THE COUNTLESS DIVERSITIES OF PLANTS, WHICH ARE REGULATED BY AN INHERENT, INCOMPREHENSIBLE NATURE, AND WHICH HAVE BEEN CREATED FOR THE BY NO MEANS DESPICABLE USE OF MAN IN GENERAL, AND OF THE ANIMALS WHICH MINISTER TO MAN, WHATEVER OTHER REASONS MAY BE ADDUCED FOR THEIR EXISTENCE, NOT ONLY TO HAVE STATED HIS OPINION, BUT ALSO TO HAVE SHOWN US THAT IT WAS NO PERFECT INTELLIGENCE WHICH IMPRESSED THESE QUALITIES UPON THE MATTER OF PLANTS. AND WHEN HE HAD ONCE REPRESENTED (VARIOUS) DIVINITIES AS THE CREATORS OF ALL THE BODIES, THE SOUL ALONE BEING THE WORK OF GOD, WHY DID NOT HE, WHO SEPARATED THESE GREAT ACTS OF CREATION, AND APPORTIONED THEM AMONG A PLURALITY OF CREATORS, NEXT DEMONSTRATE BY SOME CONVINCING REASON THE EXISTENCE OF THESE DIVERSITIES AMONG DIVINITIES, SOME OF WHICH CONSTRUCT THE BODIES OF MEN, AND OTHERS--THOSE, SAY, OF BEASTS OF BURDEN, AND OTHERS--THOSE OF WILD ANIMALS? AND HE WHO SAW THAT SOME DIVINITIES WERE THE CREATORS OF DRAGONS, AND OF ASPS, AND OF BASILISKS, AND OTHERS OF EACH PLANT AND HERB ACCORDING TO ITS SPECIES, OUGHT TO HAVE EXPLAINED THE CAUSES OF THESE DIVERSITIES. FOR PROBABLY, HAD HE GIVEN HIMSELF CAREFULLY TO THE INVESTIGATION OF EACH PARTICULAR POINT, HE WOULD EITHER HAVE OBSERVED THAT IT WAS ONE GOD WHO WAS THE CREATOR OF ALL, AND WHO MADE EACH THING WITH A CERTAIN OBJECT AND FOR A CERTAIN REASON; OR IF HE HAD FAILED TO OBSERVE THIS, HE WOULD HAVE DISCOVERED THE ANSWER WHICH HE OUGHT TO RETURN TO THOSE WHO ASSERT THAT CORRUPTIBILITY IS A THING INDIFFERENT IN ITS NATURE; AND THAT THERE WAS NO ABSURDITY IN A WORLD WHICH CONSISTS OF DIVERSE MATERIALS, BEING FORMED BY ONE ARCHITECT, WHO CONSTRUCTED THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF THINGS SO AS TO SECURE THE GOOD OF THE WHOLE. OR, FINALLY, HE OUGHT TO HAVE EXPRESSED NO OPINION AT ALL ON SO IMPORTANT A DOCTRINE, SINCE HE DID NOT INTEND TO PROVE WHAT HE PROFESSED TO DEMONSTRATE; UNLESS, INDEED, HE WHO CENSURES OTHERS FOR PROFESSING A SIMPLE FAITH, WOULD HAVE US TO BELIEVE HIS MERE ASSERTIONS, ALTHOUGH HE GAVE OUT THAT HE WOULD NOT MERELY ASSERT, BUT WOULD PROVE HIS ASSERTIONS. 
CHAP. LV. 
BUT I MAINTAIN THAT, IF HE HAD THE PATIENCE (TO USE HIS OWN EXPRESSION) TO LISTEN TO THE WRITINGS OF MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, HE WOULD HAVE HAD HIS ATTENTION ARRESTED BY THE CIRCUMSTANCE THAT THE EXPRESSION "GOD MADE" IS APPLIED TO HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND TO WHAT IS CALLED THE FIRMAMENT, AND ALSO TO THE LIGHTS AND STARS; AND AFTER THESE, TO THE GREAT FISHES, AND TO EVERY LIVING THING AMONG CREEPING ANIMALS WHICH THE WATERS BROUGHT FORTH AFTER THEIR KINDS, AND TO EVERY FOWL OF HEAVEN AFTER ITS KIND; AND AFTER THESE, TO THE WILD BEASTS OF THE EARTH AFTER THEIR KIND, AND THE BEASTS AFTER THEIR KIND, AND TO EVERY CREEPING THING UPON THE EARTH AFTER ITS KIND; AND LAST OF ALL TO MAN. THE EXPRESSION "MADE," HOWEVER, IS NOT APPLIED TO OTHER THINGS; BUT IT IS DEEMED SUFFICIENT TO SAY REGARDING LIGHT, "AND IT WAS LIGHT;" AND REGARDING THE ONE GATHERING TOGETHER OF ALL THE WATERS THAT ARE UNDER THE WHOLE HEAVEN, "IT WAS SO." AND IN LIKE MANNER ALSO, WITH REGARD TO WHAT GREW UPON THE EARTH, WHERE IT IS SAID, "THE EARTH BROUGHT FORTH GRASS, AND HERB YIELDING SEED AFTER ITS KIND AND AFTER ITS LIKENESS, AND THE FRUIT-TREE YIELDING FRUIT, WHOSE SEED IS IN ITSELF, AFTER ITS KIND, UPON THE EARTH." HE WOULD HAVE INQUIRED, MOREOVER, WHETHER THE RECORDED COMMANDS OF GOD RESPECTING THE COMING INTO EXISTENCE OF EACH PART OF THE WORLD WERE ADDRESSED TO ONE THING OR TO SEVERAL; AND HE WOULD NOT LIGHTLY HAVE CHARGED WITH BEING UNINTELLIGIBLE, AND AS HAVING NO SECRET MEANING, THE ACCOUNTS RELATED IN THESE BOOKS, EITHER BY MOSES, OR, AS WE WOULD SAY, BY THE DIVINE SPIRIT SPEAKING IN MOSES, FROM WHOM ALSO HE DERIVED THE POWER OF PROPHESYING; SINCE HE "KNEW BOTH THE PRESENT, AND THE FUTURE, AND THE PAST," IN A HIGHER DEGREE THAN THOSE PRIESTS WHO ARE ALLEGED BY THE POETS TO HAVE POSSESSED A KNOWLEDGE OF THESE THINGS. 
CHAP. LVI. 
MOREOVER, SINCE CELSUS ASSERTS THAT "THE SOUL IS THE WORK OF GOD, BUT THAT THE NATURE OF BODY IS DIFFERENT; AND THAT IN THIS RESPECT THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE BODY OF A BAT, OR OF A WORM, OR OF A FROG, AND THAT OF A MAN, FOR THE MATTER IS THE SAME, AND THEIR CORRUPTIBLE PART ALIKE,"--WE HAVE TO SAY IN ANSWER TO THIS ARGUMENT OF HIS, THAT IF, SINCE THE SAME MATTER UNDERLIES THE BODY OF A BAT, OR OF A WORM, OR OF A FROG, OR OF A MAN, THESE BODIES WILL DIFFER IN NO RESPECT FROM ONE ANOTHER, IT IS EVIDENT THEN THAT THESE BODIES ALSO WILL DIFFER IN NO RESPECT FROM THE SUN, OR THE MOON, OR THE STARS, OR THE SKY, OR ANY OTHER THING WHICH IS CALLED BY THE GREEKS A GOD, COGNIZABLE BY THE SENSES. FOR THE SAME MATTER, UNDERLYING ALL BODIES, IS, PROPERLY SPEAKING, WITHOUT QUALITIES AND WITHOUT FORM, AND DERIVES ITS QUALITIES FROM SOME (OTHER) SOURCE, I KNOW NOT WHENCE, SINCE CELSUS WILL HAVE IT THAT NOTHING CORRUPTIBLE CAN BE THE WORK OF GOD. NOW THE CORRUPTIBLE PART OF EVERYTHING WHATEVER, BEING PRODUCED FROM THE SAME UNDERLYING MATTER, MUST NECESSARILY BE THE SAME, BY CELSUS' OWN SHOWING; UNLESS, INDEED, FINDING HIMSELF HERE HARD PRESSED, HE SHOULD DESERT PLATO, WHO MAKES THE SOUL ARISE FROM A CERTAIN BOWL, AND TAKE REFUGE WITH ARISTOTLE AND THE PERIPATETICS, WHO MAINTAIN THAT THE ETHER IS IMMATERIAL, AND CONSISTS OF A FIFTH NATURE, SEPARATE FROM THE OTHER FOUR ELEMENTS, AGAINST WHICH VIEW BOTH THE PLATONISTS AND THE STOICS HAVE NOBLY PROTESTED. AND WE TOO, WHO ARE DESPISED BY CELSUS, WILL CONTRAVENE IT, SEEING WE ARE REQUIRED TO EXPLAIN I AND MAINTAIN THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT OF THE PROPHET: THE HEAVENS SHALL PERISH, BUT THOU REMAINEST: AND THEY ALL SHALL WAX OLD AS A GARMENT; AND AS A VESTURE SHALL THOU FOLD THEM UP, AND THEY SHALL BE CHANGED: BUT THOU ART THE SAME." THESE REMARKS, HOWEVER, ARE SUFFICIENT IN REPLY TO CELSUS, WHEN HE ASSERTS THAT "THE SOUL IS THE WORK OF GOD, BUT THAT THE NATURE OF BODY IS DIFFERENT;" FOR FROM HIS ARGUMENT IT FOLLOWS THAT THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE BODY OF A BAT, OR OF A WORM, OR OF A FROG, AND THAT OF A HEAVENLY BEING. 
CHAP. LVII. 
SEE, THEN, WHETHER WE OUGHT TO YIELD TO ONE WHO, HOLDING SUCH OPINIONS, CALUMNIATES THE CHRISTIANS, AND THUS ABANDON A DOCTRINE WHICH EXPLAINS THE DIFFERENCE EXISTING AMONG BODIES AS DUE TO THE DIFFERENT QUALITIES, INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL, WHICH ARE IMPLANTED IN THEM. FOR WE, TOO, KNOW THAT THERE ARE "BODIES CELESTIAL, AND BODIES TERRESTRIAL;" AND THAT "THE GLORY OF THE CELESTIAL IS ONE, AND THE GLORY OF THE TERRESTRIAL ANOTHER;" AND THAT EVEN THE GLORY OF THE CELESTIAL BODIES IS NOT ALIKE: FOR "ONE IS THE GLORY OF THE SUN, AND ANOTHER THE GLORY OF THE STARS;" AND AMONG THE STARS THEMSELVES, "ONE STAR DIFFERETH FROM ANOTHER STAR IN GLORY." AND THEREFORE, AS THOSE WHO EXPECT THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, WE ASSERT THAT THE QUALITIES WHICH ARE IN BODIES UNDERGO CHANGE: SINCE SOME BODIES, WHICH ARE SOWN IN CORRUPTION, ARE RAISED IN INCORRUPTION; AND OTHERS, SOWN IN DISHONOR, ARE RAISED IN GLORY; AND OTHERS, AGAIN, SOWN IN WEAKNESS, ARE RAISED IN POWER; AND THOSE WHICH ARE SOWN NATURAL BODIES, ARE RAISED AS SPIRITUAL. THAT THE MATTER WHICH UNDERLIES BODIES IS CAPABLE OF RECEIVING THOSE QUALITIES WHICH THE CREATOR PLEASES TO BESTOW, IS A POINT WHICH ALL OF US WHO ACCEPT THE DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE FIRMLY HOLD; SO THAT, IF GOD SO WILLED, ONE QUALITY IS AT THE PRESENT TIME IMPLANTED IN THIS PORTION OF MATTER, AND AFTERWARDS ANOTHER OF A DIFFERENT AND BETTER KIND. BUT SINCE THERE ARE, FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD, LAWS ESTABLISHED FOR THE PURPOSE OF REGULATING THE CHANGES OF BODIES, AND WHICH WILL CONTINUE WHILE THE WORLD LASTS, I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER, WHEN A NEW AND DIFFERENT ORDER OF THINGS HAS SUCCEEDED AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WORLD, AND WHAT OUR SCRIPTURES CALL THE END (OF THE AGES), IT IS NOT WONDERFUL THAT AT THE PRESENT TIME A SNAKE SHOULD BE FORMED OUT OF A DEAD MAN, GROWING, AS THE MULTITUDE AFFIRM, OUT OF THE MARROW OF THE BACK, AND THAT A BEE SHOULD SPRING FROM AN OX, AND A WASP FROM A HORSE, AND A BEETLE FROM AN ASS, AND, GENERALLY, WORMS FROM THE MOST OF BODIES, CELSUS, INDEED, THINKS THAT THIS CAN BE SHOWN TO BE THE CONSEQUENCE OF NONE OF THESE BODIES BEING THE WORK OF GOD, AND THAT QUALITIES (I KNOW NOT WHENCE IT WAS SO ARRANGED THAT ONE SHOULD SPRING OUT OF ANOTHER) ARE NOT THE WORK OF A DIVINE INTELLIGENCE, PRODUCING THE CHANGES WHICH OCCUR IN THE QUALITIES OF MATTER. 
CHAP. LVIII. 
BUT WE HAVE SOMETHING MORE TO SAY TO CELSUS, WHEN HE DECLARES THAT "THE SOUL IS THE WORK OF GOD, AND THAT THE NATURE OF BODY IS DIFFERENT," AND PUTS FORWARD SUCH AN OPINION NOT ONLY WITHOUT PROOF, BUT EVEN WITHOUT CLEARLY DEFINING HIS MEANING; FOR HE DID NOT MAKE IT EVIDENT WHETHER HE MEANT THAT EVERY SOUL IS THE WORK OF GOD, OR ONLY THE RATIONAL SOUL. THIS, THEN, IS WHAT WE HAVE TO SAY: IF EVERY SOUL IS THE WORK OF GOD, IT IS MANIFEST THAT THOSE OF THE MEANEST IRRATIONAL ANIMALS ARE GOD'S WORK, SO THAT THE NATURE OF ALL BODIES IS DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THE SOUL. HE APPEARS, HOWEVER, IN WHAT FOLLOWS, WHERE HE SAYS THAT "IRRATIONAL ANIMALS ARE MORE BELOVED BY GOD THAN WE, AND HAVE A PURER KNOWLEDGE OF DIVINITY," TO MAINTAIN THAT NOT ONLY IS THE SOUL OF MAN, BUT IN A MUCH GREATER DEGREE THAT OF IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, THE WORK OF GOD; FOR THIS FOLLOWS FROM THEIR BEING SAID TO BE MORE BELOVED BY GOD THAN WE. NOW IF THE RATIONAL SOUL ALONE BE THE WORK OF GOD, THEN, IN THE FIRST PLACE, HE DID NOT CLEARLY INDICATE THAT SUCH WAS HIS OPINION; AND IN THE SECOND PLACE, THIS DEDUCTION FOLLOWS FROM HIS INDEFINITE LANGUAGE REGARDING THE SOUL--VIZ., WHETHER NOT EVERY ONE, BUT ONLY THE RATIONAL, IS THE WORK OF GOD--THAT NEITHER IS THE NATURE OF ALL BODIES DIFFERENT (FROM THE SOUL). BUT IF THE NATURE OF ALL BODIES BE NOT DIFFERENT, ALTHOUGH THE BODY OF EACH ANIMAL CORRESPOND TO ITS SOUL, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE BODY OF THAT ANIMAL WHOSE SOUL WAS THE WORK OF GOD, WOULD DIFFER FROM THE BODY OF THAT ANIMAL IN WHICH DWELLS A SOUL WHICH WAS NOT THE WORK OF GOD. AND SO, THE ASSERTION WILL BE FALSE, THAT THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE BODY OF A BAT, OR OF A WORM, OR OF A FROG, AND THAT OF A MAN. 
CHAP. LIX. 
FOR IT WOULD, INDEED, BE ABSURD THAT CERTAIN STONES AND BUILDINGS SHOULD BE REGARDED AS MORE SACRED OR MORE PROFANE THAN OTHERS, ACCORDING AS THEY WERE CONSTRUCTED FOR THE HONOUR OF GOD, OR FOR THE RECEPTION OF DISHONORABLE AND ACCURSED PERSONS; WHILE BODIES SHOULD NOT DIFFER FROM BODIES, ACCORDING AS THEY ARE INHABITED BY RATIONAL OR IRRATIONAL BEINGS, AND ACCORDING AS THESE RATIONAL BEINGS ARE THE MOST VIRTUOUS OR MOST WORTHLESS OF MANKIND. SUCH A PRINCIPLE OF DISTINCTION, INDEED, HAS LED SOME TO DEIFY THE BODIES OF DISTINGUISHED MEN, AS HAVING RECEIVED A VIRTUOUS SOUL, AND TO REJECT AND TREAT WITH DISHONOR THOSE OF VERY WICKED INDIVIDUALS. I DO NOT MAINTAIN THAT SUCH A PRINCIPLE HAS BEEN ALWAYS SOUNDLY EXERCISED, BUT THAT IT HAD ITS ORIGIN IN A CORRECT IDEA. WOULD A WISE MAN, INDEED, AFTER THE DEATH OF ANYTUS AND SOCRATES, THINK OF BURYING THE BODIES OF BOTH WITH LIKE HONOURS? AND WOULD HE RAISE THE SAME MOUND OR TOMB TO THE MEMORY OF BOTH? THESE INSTANCES WE HAVE ADDUCED BECAUSE OF THE LANGUAGE OF CELSUS, THAT "NONE OF THESE IS THE WORK OF GOD" (WHERE THE WORDS "OF THESE" REFER TO THE BODY OF A MAN OR TO THE SNAKES WHICH COME OUT OF THE BODY AND TO THAT OF AN OX, OR OF THE BEES WHICH COME FROM THE BODY OF AN OX; AND TO THAT OF A HORSE OR OF AN ASS, AND TO THE WASPS WHICH COME FROM A HORSE, AND THE BEETLES WHICH PROCEED FROM AN ASS); FOR WHICH REASON WE HAVE BEEN OBLIGED TO RETURN TO THE CONSIDERATION OF HIS STATEMENT, THAT "THE SOUL IS THE WORK OF GOD, BUT THAT THE NATURE OF BODY IS DIFFERENT." 
CHAP. LX. 
HE NEXT PROCEEDS TO SAY, THAT "A COMMON NATURE PERVADES ALL THE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED BODIES, AND ONE WHICH GOES AND RETURNS THE SAME AMID RECURRING CHANGES." IN ANSWER TO THIS IT IS EVIDENT FROM WHAT HAS BEEN ALREADY SAID THAT NOT ONLY DOES A COMMON NATURE PERVADE THOSE BODIES WHICH HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY ENUMERATED, BUT THE HEAVENLY BODIES AS WELL. AND IF THIS IS THE CASE, IT IS CLEAR ALSO THAT, ACCORDING TO CELSUS (ALTHOUGH I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER IT IS ACCORDING TO TRUTH), IT IS ONE NATURE WHICH GOES AND RETURNS THE SAME THROUGH ALL BODIES AMID RECURRING CHANGES. IT IS EVIDENT ALSO THAT THIS IS THE CASE IN THE OPINION OF THOSE WHO HOLD THAT THE WORLD IS TO PERISH; WHILE THOSE ALSO WHO HOLD THE OPPOSITE VIEW WILL ENDEAVOR TO SHOW, WITH OUT THE ASSUMPTION OF A FIFTH SUBSTANCE, THAT IN THEIR JUDGMENT TOO IT IS ONE NATURE "WHICH GOES AND RETURNS THE SAME THROUGH ALL BODIES AMID RECURRING CHANGES." AND THUS, EVEN THAT WHICH IS PERISHABLE REMAINS IN ORDER TO UNDERGO A CHANGE; FOR THE MATTER WHICH UNDERLIES (ALL THINGS), WHILE ITS PROPERTIES PERISH, STIR ABIDES ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF THOSE WHO HOLD IT TO BE UNCREATED. IF, HOWEVER, IT CAN BE SHOWN BY ANY ARGUMENTS NOT TO BE UNCREATED, BUT TO HAVE BEEN CREATED FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES, IT IS CLEAR THAT IT WILL NOT HAVE THE SAME NATURE OF PERMANENCY WHICH IT WOULD POSSESS ON THE HYPOTHESIS OF BEING UNCREATED. BUT IT IS NOT OUR OBJECT AT PRESENT, IN ANSWERING THE CHARGES OF CELSUS, TO DISCUSS THESE QUESTIONS OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 
CHAP. LXI. 
HE MAINTAINS, MOREOVER, THAT "NO PRODUCT OF MATTER IS IMMORTAL." NOW, IN ANSWER TO THIS IT MAY BE SAID, THAT IF NO PRODUCT OF MATTER IS IMMORTAL, THEN EITHER THE WHOLE WORLD IS IMMORTAL, AND THUS NOT A PRODUCT OF MATTER, OR IT IS NOT IMMORTAL. IF, ACCORDINGLY, THE WORLD IS IMMORTAL (WHICH IS AGREEABLE TO THE VIEW OF THOSE WHO SAY THAT THE SOUL ALONE IS THE WORK OF GOD, AND WAS PRODUCED FROM A CERTAIN BOWL), LET CELSUS SHOW THAT THE WORLD WAS NOT PRODUCED FROM A MATTER DEVOID OF QUALITIES, REMEMBERING HIS OWN ASSERTION THAT "NO PRODUCT OF MATTER IS IMMORTAL." IF, HOWEVER, THE WORLD IS NOT IMMORTAL (SEEING IT IS A PRODUCT OF MATTER), BUT MORTAL, DOES IT ALSO PERISH, OR DOES IT NOT? FOR IF IT PERISHES, IT WILL PERISH AS BEING A WORK OF GOD; AND THEN, IN THE EVENT OF THE WORLD PERISHING, WHAT WILL BECOME OF THE SOUL, WHICH IS ALSO A WORK OF GOD? LET CELSUS ANSWER THIS! BUT IF, PERVERTING THE NOTION OF IMMORTALITY, HE WILL ASSERT THAT, ALTHOUGH PERISHABLE, IT IS IMMORTAL, BECAUSE IT DOES NOT REALLY PERISH; THAT IT IS CAPABLE OF DYING, BUT DOES NOT ACTUALLY DIE,--IT IS EVIDENT THAT, ACCORDING TO HIM, THERE WILL EXIST SOMETHING WHICH IS AT THE SAME TIME MORTAL AND IMMORTAL, BY BEING CAPABLE OF BOTH CONDITIONS; AND THAT WHICH DOES NOT DIE WILL BE MORTAL, AND THAT WHICH IS NOT IMMORTAL BY NATURE WILL BE TERMED IN A PECULIAR SENSE IMMORTAL, BECAUSE IT DOES NOT DIE! ACCORDING TO WHAT DISTINCTION, THEN, IN THE MEANING OF WORDS, WILL HE MAINTAIN THAT NO PRODUCT OF MATTER IS IMMORTAL? AND THUS, YOU SEE THAT THE IDEAS CONTAINED IN HIS WRITINGS, WHEN CLOSELY EXAMINED AND TESTED, ARE PROVED NOT TO BE SOUND AND INCONTROVERTIBLE. AND AFTER MAKING THESE ASSERTIONS HE ADDS: "ON THIS POINT THESE REMARKS ARE SUFFICIENT; AND IF ANY ONE IS CAPABLE OF HEARING AND EXAMINING FURTHER, HE WILL COME TO KNOW (THE TRUTH)." LET US, THEN, WHO IN HIS OPINION ARE UNINTELLIGENT INDIVIDUALS, SEE WHAT WILL RESULT FROM OUR BEING ABLE TO LISTEN TO HIM FOR A LITTLE, AND SO CONTINUE OUR INVESTIGATION. 
CHAP. LXII. 
AFTER THESE MATTERS, THEN, HE THINKS THAT HE CAN MAKE US ACQUAINTED IN A FEW WORDS WITH THE QUESTIONS REGARDING THE NATURE OF EVIL, WHICH HAVE BEEN VARIOUSLY DISCUSSED IN MANY IMPORTANT TREATISES, AND WHICH HAVE RECEIVED VERY OPPOSITE EXPLANATIONS. HIS WORDS ARE: "THERE NEITHER WERE FORMERLY, NOR ARE THERE NOW, NOR WILL THERE BE AGAIN, MORE OR FEWER EVILS IN THE WORLD (THAN HAVE ALWAYS BEEN). FOR THE NATURE OF ALL THINGS IS ONE AND THE SAME, AND THE GENERATION OF EVILS IS ALWAYS THE SAME." HE SEEMS TO HAVE PARAPHRASED THESE WORDS FROM THE DISCUSSIONS IN THE THEOETETUS, WHERE PLATO MAKES SOCRATES SAY: "IT IS NEITHER POSSIBLE FOR EVILS TO DISAPPEAR FROM AMONG MEN, NOR FOR THEM TO BECOME ESTABLISHED AMONG THE GODS," AND SO ON. BUT HE APPEARS TO ME NOT TO HAVE UNDERSTOOD PLATO CORRECTLY, ALTHOUGH PROFESSING TO INCLUDE ALL TRUTH IN THIS ONE TREATISE, AND GIVING TO HIS OWN BOOK AGAINST US THE TITLE OF A TRUE DISCOURSE. FOR THE LANGUAGE IN THE TIMEOUS, WHERE IT IS SAID, "WHEN THE GODS PURIFY THE EARTH WITH WATER," SHOWS THAT THE EARTH, WHEN PURIFIED WITH WATER, CONTAINS LESS EVIL THAN IT DID BEFORE ITS PURIFICATION. AND THIS ASSERTION, THAT THERE AT ONE TIME WERE FEWER EVILS IN THE WORLD, IS ONE WHICH WE MAKE, IN HARMONY WITH THE OPINION OF PLATO, BECAUSE OF THE LANGUAGE IN THE THEOETETUS, WHERE HE SAYS THAT "EVILS CANNOT DISAPPEAR FROM AMONG MEN." 
CHAP. LXIII. 
I DO NOT UNDERSTAND HOW CELSUS, WHILE ADMITTING THE EXISTENCE OF PROVIDENCE, AT LEAST SO FAR AS APPEARS FROM THE LANGUAGE OF THIS BOOK, CAN SAY THAT THERE NEVER EXISTED (AT ANY TIME) EITHER MORE OR FEWER EVILS, BUT, AS IT WERE, A FIXED NUMBER; THUS, ANNIHILATING THE BEAUTIFUL DOCTRINE REGARDING THE INDEFINITE S NATURE OF EVIL, AND ASSERTING THAT EVIL, EVEN IN ITS OWN NATURE, IS INFINITE. NOW IT APPEARS TO FOLLOW FROM THE POSITION, THAT THERE NEVER HAVE BEEN, NOR ARE NOW, NOR EVER WILL BE, MORE OR FEWER EVILS IN THE WORLD; THAT AS, ACCORDING TO THE VIEW OF THOSE WHO HOLD THE INDESTRUCTIBILITY OF THE WORLD, THE EQUIPOISE OF THE ELEMENTS IS MAINTAINED BY A PROVIDENCE (WHICH DOES NOT PERMIT ONE TO GAIN THE PREPONDERANCE OVER THE OTHERS, IN ORDER TO PREVENT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WORLD), SO A KIND OF PROVIDENCE PRESIDES, AS IT WERE, OVER EVILS (THE NUMBER OF WHICH IS FIXED), TO PREVENT THEIR BEING EITHER INCREASED OR DIMINISHED! IN OTHER WAYS, TOO, ARE THE ARGUMENTS OF CELSUS CONCERNING EVIL CONFUTED, BY THOSE PHILOSOPHERS WHO HAVE INVESTIGATED THE SUBJECTS OF GOOD AND EVIL, AND WHO HAVE PROVED ALSO FROM HISTORY THAT IN FORMER TIMES IT WAS WITHOUT THE CITY, AND WITH THEIR FACES CONCEALED BY MASKS, THAT LOOSE WOMEN HIRED THEMSELVES TO THOSE WHO WANTED THEM; THAT SUBSEQUENTLY, BECOMING MORE IMPUDENT, THEY LAID ASIDE THEIR MASKS, THOUGH NOT BEING PERMITTED BY THE LAWS TO ENTER THE CITIES, THEY (STILL) REMAINED WITHOUT THEM, UNTIL, AS THE DISSOLUTENESS OF MANNERS DAILY INCREASED, THEY DARED EVEN TO ENTER THE CITIES. SUCH ACCOUNTS ARE GIVEN BY CHRYSIPPUS IN THE INTRODUCTION TO HIS WORK ON GOOD AND EVIL. FROM THIS ALSO IT MAY BE SEEN THAT EVILS BOTH INCREASE AND DECREASE, VIZ., THAT THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE CALLED "AMBIGUOUS" USED FORMERLY TO PRESENT THEMSELVES OPENLY TO VIEW, SUFFERING AND COMMITTING ALL SHAMEFUL THINGS, WHILE SUB-SERVING THE PASSIONS OF THOSE WHO FREQUENTED THEIR SOCIETY; BUT RECENTLY THEY HAVE BEEN EXPELLED BY THE AUTHORITIES. AND OF COUNTLESS EVILS WHICH, OWING TO THE SPREAD OF WICKEDNESS, HAVE MADE THEIR APPEARANCE IN HUMAN LIFE, WE MAY SAY THAT FORMERLY THEY DID NOT EXIST. FOR THE MOST ANCIENT HISTORIES, WHICH BRING INNUMERABLE OTHER ACCUSATIONS AGAINST SINFUL MEN, KNOW NOTHING OF THE PERPETRATORS OF ABOMINABLE CRIMES. 
CHAP. LXIV. 
AND NOW, AFTER THESE ARGUMENTS, AND OTHERS OF A SIMILAR KIND, HOW CAN CELSUS ESCAPE APPEARING IN A RIDICULOUS LIGHT, WHEN HE IMAGINES THAT THERE NEVER HAS BEEN IN THE PAST, NOR WILL BE IN THE FUTURE, A GREATER OR LESS, NUMBER OF EVILS? FOR ALTHOUGH THE NATURE OF ALL THINGS IS ONE AND THE SAME, IT DOES NOT AT ALL FOLLOW THAT THE PRODUCTION OF EVILS IS A CONSTANT QUANTITY. FOR ALTHOUGH THE NATURE OF A CERTAIN INDIVIDUAL IS ONE AND THE SAME, YET HIS MIND, AND HIS REASON, AND HIS ACTIONS, ARE NOT ALWAYS ALIKE: THERE BEING A TIME WHEN HE HAD NOT YET ATTAINED TO REASON; AND ANOTHER, WHEN, WITH THE POSSESSION OF REASON, HE HAD BECOME STAINED WITH WICKEDNESS, AND WHEN THIS INCREASED TO A GREATER OR LESS DEGREE; AND AGAIN, A TIME WHEN HE DEVOTED HIMSELF TO VIRTUE, AND MADE GREATER OR LESS PROGRESS THEREIN, ATTAINING SOMETIMES THE VERY SUMMIT OF PERFECTION, THROUGH LONGER OR SHORTER PERIODS OF CONTEMPLATION. IN LIKE MANNER, WE MAY MAKE THE SAME ASSERTION IN A HIGHER DEGREE OF THE NATURE OF THE UNIVERSE, THAT ALTHOUGH IT IS ONE AND THE SAME IN KIND, YET NEITHER DO EXACTLY THE SAME THINGS, NOR YET THINGS THAT ARE SIMILAR, OCCUR IN IT; FOR WE NEITHER HAVE INVARIABLY PRODUCTIVE NOR UNPRODUCTIVE SEASONS, NOR YET PERIODS OF CONTINUOUS RAIN OR OF DROUGHT. AND SO, IN THE SAME WAY, WITH REGARD TO VIRTUOUS SOULS, THERE ARE NEITHER APPOINTED PERIODS OF FERTILITY NOR OF BARRENNESS; AND THE SAME IS THE CASE WITH THE GREATER OR LESS SPREAD OF EVIL. AND THOSE WHO DESIRE TO INVESTIGATE ALL THINGS TO THE BEST OF THEIR ABILITY, MUST KEEP IN VIEW THIS ESTIMATE OF EVILS, THAT THEIR AMOUNT IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME, OWING TO THE WORKING OF A PROVIDENCE WHICH EITHER PRESERVES EARTHLY THINGS, OR PURGES THEM BY MEANS OF FLOODS AND CONFLAGRATIONS; AND EFFECTS THIS, PERHAPS, NOT MERELY WITH REFERENCE TO THINGS ON EARTH, BUT ALSO TO THE WHOLE UNIVERSE OF THINGS S I WHICH STANDS IN NEED OF PURIFICATION, WHEN THE WICKEDNESS THAT IS IN IT HAS BECOME GREAT. 
CHAP. LXV. 
AFTER THIS CELSUS CONTINUES: "IT IS NOT EASY, INDEED, FOR ONE WHO IS NOT A PHILOSOPHER TO ASCERTAIN THE ORIGIN OF EVILS, THOUGH IT IS SUFFICIENT FOR THE MULTITUDE TO SAY THAT THEY DO NOT PROCEED FROM GOD, BUT CLEAVE TO MATTER, AND HAVE THEIR ABODE AMONG MORTAL THINGS; WHILE THE COURSE OF MORTAL THINGS BEING THE SAME FROM BEGINNING TO END, THE SAME THINGS MUST ALWAYS, AGREEABLY TO THE APPOINTED CYCLES, RECUR IN THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE." CELSUS HERE OBSERVES THAT IT IS NOT EASY FOR ONE WHO IS NOT A PHILOSOPHER TO ASCERTAIN THE ORIGIN OF EVILS, AS IF IT WERE AN EASY MATTER FOR A PHILOSOPHER TO GAIN THIS KNOWLEDGE, WHILE FOR ONE WHO IS NOT A PHILOSOPHER IT WAS DIFFICULT, THOUGH STILL POSSIBLE, FOR SUCH AN ONE, ALTHOUGH WITH GREAT LABOUR, TO ATTAIN IT. NOW, TO THIS WE SAY, THAT THE ORIGIN OF EVILS IS A SUBJECT WHICH IS NOT EASY EVEN FOR A PHILOSOPHER TO MASTER, AND THAT PERHAPS IT IS IMPOSSIBLE EVEN FOR SUCH TO ATTAIN A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF IT, UNLESS IT BE REVEALED TO THEM BY DIVINE INSPIRATION, BOTH WHAT EVILS ARE, AND HOW THEY ORIGINATED, AND HOW THEY SHALL BE MADE TO DISAPPEAR. BUT ALTHOUGH IGNORANCE OF GOD IS AN EVIL, AND ONE OF THE GREATEST OF THESE IS NOT TO KNOW HOW GOD IS TO BE SERVED AND WORSHIPPED, YET, AS EVEN CELSUS WOULD ADMIT, THERE ARE UNDOUBTEDLY SOME PHILOSOPHERS WHO HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF THIS, AS IS EVIDENT FROM THE VIEWS OF THE DIFFERENT PHILOSOPHICAL SECTS; WHEREAS, ACCORDING TO OUR JUDGMENT, NO ONE IS CAPABLE OF ASCERTAINING THE ORIGIN OF EVILS WHO DOES NOT KNOW THAT IT IS WICKED TO SUPPOSE THAT PIETY IS PRESERVED UNINJURED AMID THE LAWS THAT ARE ESTABLISHED IN DIFFERENT STATES, IN CONFORMITY WITH THE GENERALLY PREVAILING IDEAS OF GOVERNMENT. NO ONE, MOREOVER, WHO HAS NOT HEARD WHAT IS RELATED OF HIM WHO IS CALLED "DEVIL," AND OF HIS "ANGELS," AND WHAT HE WAS BEFORE HE BECAME A DEVIL, AND HOW HE BECAME SUCH, AND WHAT WAS THE CAUSE OF THE SIMULTANEOUS APOSTASY OF THOSE WHO ARE TERMED HIS ANGELS, WILL BE ABLE TO ASCERTAIN THE ORIGIN OF EVILS. BUT HE WHO WOULD ATTAIN TO THIS KNOWLEDGE MUST LEARN MORE ACCURATELY THE NATURE OF DEMONS, AND KNOW THAT THEY ARE NOT THE WORK OF GOD SO FAR AS RESPECTS THEIR DEMONIACAL NATURE, BUT ONLY IN SO FAR AS THEY ARE POSSESSED OF REASON; AND ALSO, WHAT THEIR ORIGIN WAS, SO THAT THEY BECAME BEINGS OF SUCH A NATURE, THAT WHILE CONVERTED INTO DEMONS, THE POWERS OF THEIR MIND REMAIN. AND IF THERE BE ANY TOPIC OF HUMAN INVESTIGATION WHICH IS DIFFICULT FOR OUR NATURE TO GRASP, CERTAINLY THE ORIGIN OF EVILS MAY BE CONSIDERED TO BE SUCH. 
CHAP. LXVI. 
CELSUS IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS IF HE WERE ABLE TO TELL CERTAIN SECRETS REGARDING THE ORIGIN OF EVILS, BUT CHOSE RATHER TO KEEP SILENCE, AND SAY ONLY WHAT WAS SUITABLE TO THE MULTITUDE, CONTINUES AS FOLLOWS: "IT IS SUFFICIENT TO SAY TO THE MULTITUDE REGARDING THE ORIGIN OF EVILS, THAT THEY DO NOT PROCEED FROM GOD, BUT CLEAVE TO MATTER, AND DWELL AMONG MORTAL THINGS." IT IS TRUE, CERTAINLY, THAT EVILS DO NOT PROCEED FROM GOD; FOR ACCORDING TO JEREMIAH, ONE OF OUR PROPHETS, IT IS CERTAIN THAT "OUT OF THE MOUTH OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] PROCEEDETH NOT EVIL AND GOOD." BUT TO MAINTAIN THAT MATTER, DWELLING AMONG MORTAL THINGS, IS THE CAUSE OF EVILS, IS IN OUR OPINION NOT TRUE. FOR IT IS THE MIND OF EACH INDIVIDUAL WHICH IS THE CAUSE OF THE EVIL WHICH ARISES IN HIM, AND THIS IS EVIL (IN THE ABSTRACT); WHILE THE ACTIONS WHICH PROCEED FROM IT ARE WICKED, AND THERE IS, TO SPEAK WITH ACCURACY, NOTHING ELSE IN OUR VIEW THAT IS EVIL. I AM AWARE, HOWEVER, THAT THIS TOPIC REQUIRES VERY ELABORATE TREATMENT, WHICH (BY THE GRACE OF COD ENLIGHTENING THE MIND) MAY BE SUCCESSFULLY ATTEMPTED BY HIM WHO IS DEEMED BY GOD WORTHY TO ATTAIN THE NECESSARY KNOWLEDGE ON THIS SUBJECT. 
CHAP. LXVII. 
I DO NOT UNDERSTAND HOW CELSUS SHOULD DEEM IT OF ADVANTAGE, IN WRITING A TREATISE AGAINST US, TO ADOPT AN OPINION WHICH REQUIRES AT LEAST MUCH PLAUSIBLE REASONING TO MAKE IT APPEAR, AS FAR AS HE CAN DO SO, THAT "THE COURSE OF MORTAL THINGS IS THE SAME FROM BEGINNING TO END, AND THAT THE SAME THINGS MUST ALWAYS, ACCORDING TO THE APPOINTED CYCLES, RECUR IN THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE." NOW, IF THIS BE TRUE, OUR FREE-WILL IS ANNIHILATED. FOR IF, IN THE REVOLUTION OF MORTAL THINGS, THE SAME EVENTS MUST PERPETUALLY OCCUR IN THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE, ACCORDING TO THE APPOINTED CYCLES, IT IS CLEAR THAT, OF NECESSITY, SOCRATES WILL ALWAYS BE. A PHILOSOPHER, AND BE CONDEMNED FOR INTRODUCING STRANGE GODS AND FOR CORRUPTING THE YOUTH. AND ANYTUS AND MELITUS MUST ALWAYS BE HIS ACCUSERS, AND THE COUNCIL OF THE AREOPAGUS MUST EVER CONDEMN HIM TO DEATH BY HEMLOCK. AND IN THE SAME WAY, ACCORDING TO THE APPOINTED CYCLES, PHALARIS MUST ALWAYS PLAY THE TYRANT, AND ALEXANDER OF PHERAE COMMIT THE SAME ACTS OF CRUELTY, AND THOSE CONDEMNED TO THE BULL OF PHALARIS CONTINUALLY POUR FORTH THEIR WAILINGS FROM IT. BUT IF THESE THINGS BE GRANTED, I DO NOT SEE HOW OUR FREE-WILL CAN BE PRESERVED, OR HOW PRAISE OR BLAME CAN BE ADMINISTERED WITH PROPRIETY. WE MAY SAY FURTHER TO CELSUS, IN ANSWER TO SUCH A VIEW, THAT "IF THE COURSE OF MORAL THINGS BE ALWAYS THE SAME FROM BEGINNING TO END, AND IF, ACCORDING TO THE APPOINTED CYCLES, THE SAME EVENTS MUST ALWAYS OCCUR IN THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE," THEN, ACCORDING TO THE APPOINTED CYCLES, MOSES MUST AGAIN COME FORTH FROM EGYPT WITH THE JEWISH PEOPLE, AND JESUS AGAIN COME TO DWELL IN HUMAN LIFE, AND PERFORM THE SAME ACTIONS WHICH (ACCORDING TO THIS VIEW) HE HAS DONE NOT ONCE, BUT COUNTLESS TIMES, AS THE PERIODS HAVE REVOLVED. NAY, CHRISTIANS TOO WILL BE THE SAME IN THE APPOINTED CYCLES; AND CELSUS WILL AGAIN WRITE THIS TREATISE OF HIS, WHICH HE HAS DONE INNUMERABLE TIMES BEFORE. 
CHAP. LXVIII. 
CELSUS, HOWEVER, SAYS THAT IT IS ONLY "THE COURSE OF MORTAL THINGS WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE APPOINTED CYCLES, MUST ALWAYS BE THE SAME IN THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE;" WHEREAS THE MAJORITY OF THE STOICS MAINTAIN THAT THIS IS THE CASE NOT ONLY WITH THE COURSE OF MORTAL, BUT ALSO WITH THAT OF IMMORTAL THINGS, AND OF THOSE WHOM THEY REGARD AS GODS. FOR AFTER THE CONFLAGRATION OF THE WORLD, WHICH HAS TAKEN PLACE COUNTLESS TIMES IN THE PAST, AND WILL HAPPEN COUNTLESS TIMES IN THE FUTURE, THERE HAS BEEN, AND WILL BE, THE SAME ARRANGEMENT OF ALL THINGS FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE END. THE STOICS, INDEED, IN ENDEAVORING TO PARRY, I DON'T KNOW HOW, THE OBJECTIONS RAISED TO THEIR VIEWS, ALLEGE THAT AS CYCLE AFTER CYCLE RETURNS, ALL MEN WILL BE ALTOGETHER UNCHANGED FROM THOSE WHO LIVED IN FORMER CYCLES; SO THAT SOCRATES WILL NOT LIVE AGAIN, BUT ONE ALTOGETHER LIKE TO SOCRATES, WHO WILL MARRY A WIFE EXACTLY LIKE XANTHIPPE, AND WILL BE ACCUSED BY MEN EXACTLY LIKE ANYTUS AND MELITUS. I DO NOT UNDERSTAND, HOWEVER, HOW THE WORLD IS TO BE ALWAYS THE SAME, AND ONE INDIVIDUAL NOT DIFFERENT FROM ANOTHER, AND YET THE THINGS IN IT NOT THE SAME, THOUGH EXACTLY ALIKE. BUT THE MAIN ARGUMENT IN ANSWER TO THE STATEMENTS OF CELSUS AND OF THE STOICS WILL BE MORE APPROPRIATELY INVESTIGATED ELSEWHERE, SINCE ON THE PRESENT OCCASION IT IS NOT CONSISTENT WITH THE PURPOSE, WE HAVE IN VIEW TO EXPATIATE ON THESE POINTS. 
CHAP. LXIX. 
HE CONTINUES TO SAY THAT "NEITHER HAVE VISIBLE THINGS BEEN GIVEN TO MAN (BY GOD), BUT EACH INDIVIDUAL THING COMES INTO EXISTENCE AND PERISHES FOR THE SAKE OF THE SAFETY OF THE WHOLE PASSING AGREEABLY TO THE CHANGE, WHICH I HAVE ALREADY MENTIONED, FROM ONE THING TO ANOTHER." IT IS UNNECESSARY, HOWEVER, TO LINGER OVER THE REFUTATION OF THESE STATEMENTS, WHICH HAVE BEEN ALREADY REFUTED TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY. AND THE FOLLOWING, TOO, HAS BEEN ANSWERED, VIZ., THAT "THERE WILL NEITHER BE MORE NOR LESS GOOD AND EVIL AMONG MORTALS." THIS POINT ALSO HAS BEEN REFERRED TO, VIZ., THAT "GOD DOES NOT NEED TO AMEND HIS WORK AFRESH." BUT IT IS NOT AS A MAN WHO HAS IMPERFECTLY DESIGNED SOME PIECE OF WORKMANSHIP, AND EXECUTED IT UNSKILLFULLY, THAT GOD ADMINISTERS CORRECTION TO THE WORLD, IN PURIFYING IT BY A FLOOD OR BY A CONFLAGRATION, BUT IN ORDER TO PREVENT THE TIDE OF EVIL FROM RISING TO A GREATER HEIGHT; AND, MOREOVER, I AM OF OPINION THAT IT IS AT PERIODS WHICH ARE PRECISELY DETERMINED BEFOREHAND THAT HE SWEEPS WICKEDNESS AWAY, SO AS TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE GOOD OF THE WHOLE WORLD. IF, HOWEVER, HE SHOULD ASSERT THAT, AFTER THE DISAPPEARANCE OF EVIL, IT AGAIN COMES INTO EXISTENCE, SUCH QUESTIONS WILL HAVE TO BE EXAMINED IN A SPECIAL TREATISE. IT IS, THEN, ALWAYS IN ORDER TO REPAIR WHAT HAS BECOME FAULTY S THAT GOD DESIRES TO AMEND HIS WORK AFRESH. FOR ALTHOUGH, IN THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, ALL THINGS HAD BEEN ARRANGED BY HIM IN THE MOST BEAUTIFUL AND STABLE MANNER, HE NEVERTHELESS NEEDED TO EXERCISE SOME HEALING POWER UPON THOSE WHO WERE LABORING UNDER THE DISEASE OF WICKEDNESS, AND UPON A WHOLE WORLD, WHICH WAS POLLUTED AS IT WERE THEREBY. BUT NOTHING HAS BEEN NEGLECTED BY GOD, OR WILL BE NEGLECTED BY HIM; FOR HE DOES AT EACH PARTICULAR JUNCTURE WHAT IT BECOMES HIM TO DO IN A PERVERTED AND CHANGED WORLD. AND AS A HUSBANDMAN PERFORMS DIFFERENT ACTS OF HUSBANDRY UPON THE SOIL AND ITS PRODUCTIONS, ACCORDING TO THE VARYING SEASONS OF THE YEAR, SO GOD ADMINISTERS ENTIRE AGES OF TIME, AS IF THEY WERE, SO TO SPEAK, SO MANY INDIVIDUAL YEARS, PERFORMING DURING EACH ONE OF THEM WHAT IS REQUISITE WITH A REASONABLE REGARD TO THE CARE OF THE WORLD; AND THIS, AS IT IS TRULY UNDERSTOOD BY GOD ALONE, SO ALSO IS IT ACCOMPLISHED BY HIM. 
CHAP. LXX. 
CELSUS HAS MADE A STATEMENT REGARDING EVILS OF THE FOLLOWING NATURE, VIZ., THAT "ALTHOUGH A THING MAY SEEM TO YOU TO BE EVIL, IT IS BY NO MEANS CERTAIN THAT IT IS SO; FOR YOU DO NOT KNOW WHAT IS OF ADVANTAGE TO YOURSELF, OR TO ANOTHER, OR TO THE WHOLE WORLD." NOW THIS ASSERTION IS MADE WITH A CERTAIN DEGREE OF CAUTION; AND IT HINTS THAT THE NATURE OF EVIL IS NOT WHOLLY WICKED, BECAUSE THAT WHICH MAY BE CONSIDERED SO IN INDIVIDUAL CASES, MAY CONTAIN SOMETHING WHICH IS OF ADVANTAGE TO THE WHOLE COMMUNITY. HOWEVER, LEST ANY ONE SHOULD MISTAKE MY WORDS, AND FIND A PRETENSE OF WRONGDOING, AS IF HIS WICKEDNESS WERE PROFITABLE TO THE WORLD, OR AT LEAST MIGHT BE SO, WE HAVE TO SAY, THAT ALTHOUGH GOD, WHO PRESERVES THE FREE-WILL OF EACH INDIVIDUAL, MAY MAKE USE OF THE EVIL OF THE WICKED FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE WORLD, SO DISPOSING THEM AS TO CONDUCE TO THE BENEFIT OF THE WHOLE; YET, NOTWITHSTANDING, SUCH AN INDIVIDUAL IS DESERVING OF CENSURE, AND AS SUCH HAS BEEN APPOINTED FOR A USE, WHICH IS A SUBJECT OF LOATHING TO EACH SEPARATE INDIVIDUAL, ALTHOUGH OF ADVANTAGE TO THE WHOLE COMMUNITY. IT IS AS IF ONE WERE TO SAY THAT IN THE CASE OF A CITY, A MAN WHO HAD COMMITTED CERTAIN CRIMES, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THESE HAD BEEN CONDEMNED TO SERVE IN PUBLIC WORKS THAT WERE USEFUL TO THE COMMUNITY, DID SOMETHING THAT WAS OF ADVANTAGE TO THE ENTIRE CITY, WHILE HE HIMSELF WAS ENGAGED IN AN ABOMINABLE TASK, IN WHICH NO ONE POSSESSED OF MODERATE UNDERSTANDING WOULD WISH TO BE ENGAGED. PAUL ALSO, THE APOSTLE OF JESUS, TEACHES US THAT EVEN THE VERY WICKED WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE GOOD OF THE WHOLE, WHILE IN THEMSELVES THEY WILL BE AMONGST THE VILE, BUT THAT THE MOST VIRTUOUS MEN, TOO, WILL BE OF THE GREATEST ADVANTAGE TO THE WORLD, AND WILL THEREFORE ON THAT ACCOUNT OCCUPY THE NOBLEST POSITION. HIS WORDS ARE: "BUT IN A GREAT HOUSE THERE ARE NOT ONLY VESSELS OF GOLD AND SILVER, BUT ALSO OF WOOD AND OF EARTH; AND SOME TO HONOR, AND SOME TO DISHONOR. IF A MAN THEREFORE PURGE HIMSELF, HE SHALL BE A VESSEL UNTO HONOR, SANCTIFIED AND MEET FOR THE MASTER'S USE, PREPARED UNTO EVERY GOOD WORK." THESE REMARKS I HAVE THOUGHT IT NECESSARY TO MAKE IN REPLY TO THE ASSERTION, THAT "ALTHOUGH A THING MAY SEEM TO YOU TO BE EVIL, IT IS BY NO MEANS CERTAIN THAT IT IS SO, FOR YOU DO NOT KNOW WHAT IS OF ADVANTAGE EITHER TO YOURSELF OR TO ANOTHER," IN ORDER THAT NO ONE MAY TAKE OCCASION FROM WHAT HAS BEEN SAID ON THE SUBJECT TO COMMIT SIN, ON THE PRETEXT THAT HE WILL THUS BE USEFUL TO THE WORLD. 
CHAP. LXXI. 
BUT AS, IN WHAT FOLLOWS, CELSUS, NOT UNDERSTANDING THAT THE LANGUAGE OF SCRIPTURE REGARDING GOD IS ADAPTED TO AN ANTHROPOPATHIC POINT OF VIEW, RIDICULES THOSE PASSAGES WHICH SPEAK OF WORDS OF ANGER ADDRESSED TO THE UNGODLY, AND OF THREATENING’S DIRECTED AGAINST SINNERS, WE HAVE TO SAY THAT, AS WE OURSELVES, WHEN TALKING WITH VERY YOUNG CHILDREN, DO NOT AIM AT EXERTING OUR OWN POWER OF ELOQUENCE, BUT, ADAPTING OURSELVES TO THE WEAKNESS OF OUR CHARGE, BOTH SAY AND DO THOSE THINGS WHICH MAY APPEAR TO US USEFUL FOR THE CORRECTION AND IMPROVEMENT OF THE CHILDREN AS CHILDREN, SO THE WORD OF GOD APPEARS TO HAVE DEALT WITH THE HISTORY, MAKING THE CAPACITY OF THE HEARERS, AND THE BENEFIT WHICH THEY WERE TO RECEIVE, THE STANDARD OF THE APPROPRIATENESS OF ITS ANNOUNCEMENTS (REGARDING HIM). AND, GENERALLY, WITH REGARD TO SUCH A STYLE OF SPEAKING ABOUT GOD, WE FIND IN THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY THE FOLLOWING: "THE LORD THY GOD BARE WITH YOUR MANNERS, AS A MAN WOULD BEAR WITH THE MANNERS OF HIS SON." IT IS, AS IT WERE, ASSUMING THE MANNERS OF A MAN IN ORDER TO SECURE THE ADVANTAGE OF MEN THAT THE SCRIPTURE MAKES USE OF SUCH EXPRESSIONS; FOR IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN SUITABLE TO THE CONDITION OF THE MULTITUDE, THAT WHAT GOD HAD TO SAY TO THEM SHOULD BE SPOKEN BY HIM IN A MANNER MORE BEFITTING THE MAJESTY OF HIS OWN PERSON. AND YET HE WHO IS ANXIOUS TO ATTAIN A TRUE UNDERSTANDING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE, WILL DISCOVER THE SPIRITUAL TRUTHS WHICH ARE SPOKEN BY IT TO THOSE WHO ARE CALLED "SPIRITUAL," BY COMPARING THE MEANING OF WHAT IS ADDRESSED TO THOSE OF WEAKER MIND WITH WHAT IS ANNOUNCED TO SUCH AS ARE OF ACUTER UNDERSTANDING, BOTH MEANINGS BEING FREQUENTLY FOUND IN THE SAME PASSAGE BY HIM WHO IS CAPABLE OF COMPREHENDING IT. 
CHAP. LXXII. 
WE SPEAK, INDEED, OF THE "WRATH" OF GOD. WE DO NOT, HOWEVER, ASSERT THAT IT INDICATES ANY "PASSION" ON HIS PART, BUT THAT IT IS SOMETHING WHICH IS ASSUMED IN ORDER TO DISCIPLINE BY STERN MEANS THOSE SINNERS WHO HAVE COMMITTED MANY AND GRIEVOUS SINS. FOR THAT WHICH IS CALLED GOD'S "WRATH," AND "ANGER," IS A MEANS OF DISCIPLINE; AND THAT SUCH A VIEW IS AGREEABLE TO SCRIPTURE, IS EVIDENT FROM WHAT IS SAID IN THE SIXTH PSALM, "O LORD, REBUKE ME NOT IN THINE ANGER, NEITHER CHASTEN ME IN THY HOT DISPLEASURE;" AND ALSO IN JEREMIAH. "O LORD, CORRECT ME, BUT WITH JUDGMENT: NOT IN THINE ANGER, LEST THOU BRING ME TO NOTHING." ANY ONE, MOREOVER, WHO READS IN THE SECOND BOOK OF KINGS OF THE "WRATH" OF GOD, INDUCING DAVID TO NUMBER THE PEOPLE, AND FINDS FROM THE FIRST BOOK OF CHRONICLES THAT IT WAS THE DEVIL WHO SUGGESTED THIS MEASURE, WILL, ON COMPARING TOGETHER THE TWO STATEMENTS, EASILY SEE FOR WHAT PURPOSE THE "WRATH" IS MENTIONED, OF WHICH "WRATH," AS THE APOSTLE PAUL DECLARES, ALL MEN ARE CHILDREN: "WE WERE BY NATURE CHILDREN OF WRATH, EVEN AS OTHERS." MOREOVER, THAT "WRATH" IS NO PASSION ON THE PART OF GOD, BUT THAT EACH ONE BRINGS IT UPON HIMSELF BY HIS SINS, WILL BE CLEAR FROM THE FURTHER STATEMENT OF PAUL: "OR DESPISES THOU THE RICHES OF HIS GOODNESS, AND FORBEARANCE, AND LONG-SUFFERING, NOT KNOWING THAT THE GOODNESS OF GOD LEADETH THEE TO REPENTANCE? BUT AFTER THY HARDNESS AND IMPENITENT HEART, TREASUREST UP UNTO THYSELF WRATH AGAINST THE DAY OF WRATH, AND REVELATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT OF GOD." HOW, THEN, CAN ANY ONE TREASURE UP FOR HIMSELF "WRATH" AGAINST A "DAY OF WRATH," IF "WRATH" BE UNDERSTOOD IN THE SENSE OF "PASSION?" OR HOW CAN THE "PASSION OF WRATH" BE A HELP TO DISCIPLINE? BESIDES, THE SCRIPTURE, WHICH TELLS US NOT TO BE ANGRY AT ALL, AND WHICH SAYS IN THE THIRTY-SEVENTH PSALM, "CEASE FROM ANGER, AND FORSAKE WRATH," AND WHICH COMMANDS US BY THE MOUTH OF PAUL TO "PUT OFF ALL THESE, ANGER, WRATH, MALICE, BLASPHEMY, FILTHY COMMUNICATION," WOULD NOT INVOLVE GOD IN THE SAME PASSION FROM WHICH IT WOULD HAVE US TO BE ALTOGETHER FREE. IT IS MANIFEST, FURTHER, THAT THE LANGUAGE USED REGARDING THE WRATH OF GOD IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD FIGURATIVELY FROM WHAT IS RELATED OF HIS "SLEEP," FROM WHICH, AS IF AWAKING HIM, THE PROPHET SAYS: "AWAKE, WHY SLEEPEST THOU, LORD?" AND AGAIN: "THEN THE LORD AWAKED AS ONE OUT OF SLEEP, AND LIKE A MIGHTY MAN THAT SHOUTETH BY REASON OF WINE." IF, THEN, "SLEEP" MUST MEAN SOMETHING ELSE, AND NOT WHAT THE FIRST ACCEPTATION OF THE WORD CONVEYS, WHY SHOULD NOT "WRATH" ALSO BE UNDERSTOOD IN A SIMILAR WAY? THE "THREATENING’S," AGAIN, ARE INTIMATIONS OF THE (PUNISHMENTS) WHICH ARE TO BEFALL THE WICKED: FOR IT IS AS IF ONE WERE TO CALL THE WORDS OF A PHYSICIAN "THREATS," WHEN HE TELLS HIS PATIENTS, "I WILL HAVE TO USE THE KNIFE, AND APPLY CAUTERY’S, IF YOU DO NOT OBEY MY PRESCRIPTIONS, AND REGULATE YOUR DIET AND MODE OF LIFE IN SUCH A WAY AS I DIRECT YOU." IT IS NO HUMAN PASSIONS, THEN, WHICH WE ASCRIBE TO GOD, NOR IMPIOUS OPINIONS WHICH WE ENTERTAIN OF HIM; NOR DO WE ERR WHEN WE PRESENT THE VARIOUS NARRATIVES CONCERNING HIM, DRAWN FROM THE SCRIPTURES THEM SELVES, AFTER CAREFUL COMPARISON ONE WITH ANOTHER. FOR THOSE WHO ARE WISE AMBASSADORS OF THE "WORD" HAVE NO OTHER OBJECT IN VIEW THAN TO FREE AS FAR AS THEY CAN THEIR HEARERS FROM WEAK OPINIONS, AND TO ENDUE THEM WITH INTELLIGENCE. 
CHAP. LXXIII. 
AND AS A SEQUEL TO HIS NON-UNDERSTANDING OF THE STATEMENTS REGARDING THE "WRATH" OF GOD, HE CONTINUES: "IS IT NOT RIDICULOUS TO SUPPOSE THAT, WHEREAS A MAN, WHO BECAME ANGRY WITH THE JEWS, SLEW THEM ALL FROM THE YOUTH UPWARDS, AND BURNED THEIR CITY (SO POWERLESS WERE THEY TO RESIST HIM), THE MIGHTY GOD, AS THEY SAY, BEING ANGRY, AND INDIGNANT, AND UTTERING THREATS, SHOULD, (INSTEAD OF PUNISHING THEM,) SEND HIS OWN SON, WHO ENDURED THE SUFFERINGS WHICH HE DID?" IF THE JEWS, THEN, AFTER THE TREATMENT WHICH THEY DARED TO INFLICT UPON JESUS, PERISHED WITH ALL THEIR YOUTH, AND HAD THEIR CITY CONSUMED BY FIRE, THEY SUFFERED THIS PUNISHMENT IN CONSEQUENCE OF NO OTHER WRATH THAN THAT WHICH THEY TREASURED UP FOR THEMSELVES; FOR THE JUDGMENT OF GOD AGAINST THEM, WHICH WAS DETERMINED BY THE DIVINE APPOINTMENT, IS TERMED "WRATH" AGREEABLY TO A TRADITIONAL USAGE OF THE HEBREWS. AND WHAT THE SON OF THE MIGHTY GOD SUFFERED, HE SUFFERED VOLUNTARILY FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN, AS HAS BEEN STATED TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY IN THE PRECEDING PAGES. HE THEN CONTINUES: "BUT THAT I MAY SPEAK NOT OF THE JEWS ALONE (FOR THAT IS NOT MY OBJECT), BUT OF THE WHOLE OF NATURE, AS I PROMISED, I WILL BRING OUT MORE CLEARLY WHAT HAS BEEN ALREADY STATED." NOW WHAT MODEST MAN, ON READING THESE WORDS, AND KNOWING THE WEAKNESS OF HUMANITY, WOULD NOT BE INDIGNANT AT THE OFFENSIVE NATURE OF THE PROMISE TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THE "WHOLE OF NATURE," AND AT AN ARROGANCE LIKE THAT WHICH PROMPTED HIM TO INSCRIBE UPON HIS BOOK THE TITLE WHICH HE VENTURED TO GIVE IT (OF A TRUE DISCOURSE)? BUT LET US SEE WHAT HE HAS TO SAY REGARDING THE "WHOLE OF NATURE," AND WHAT HE IS TO PLACE "IN A CLEARER LIGHT." 
CHAP. LXXIV. 
HE NEXT, IN MANY WORDS, BLAMES US FOR ASSERTING THAT GOD MADE ALL THINGS FOR THE SAKE OF MAN. BECAUSE FROM THE HISTORY OF ANIMALS, AND FROM THE SAGACITY MANIFESTED BY THEM, HE WOULD SHOW THAT ALL THINGS CAME INTO EXISTENCE NOT MORE FOR THE SAKE OF MAN THAN OF THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS. AND HERE HE SEEMS TO ME TO SPEAK IN A SIMILAR MANNER TO THOSE WHO, THROUGH DISLIKE OF THEIR ENEMIES, ACCUSE THEM OF THE SAME THINGS FOR WHICH THEIR OWN FRIENDS ARE COMMENDED. FOR AS, IN THE INSTANCE REFERRED TO, HATRED BLINDS THESE PERSONS FROM SEEING THAT THEY ARE ACCUSING THEIR VERY DEAREST FRIENDS BY THE MEANS THROUGH WHICH THEY THINK THEY ARE SLANDERING THEIR ENEMIES; SO IN THE SAME WAY, CELSUS ALSO, BECOMING CONFUSED IN HIS ARGUMENT, DOES NOT SEE THAT HE IS BRINGING A CHARGE AGAINST THE PHILOSOPHERS OF THE PORCH, WHO, NOT AMISS, PLACE MAN IN THE FOREMOST RANK, AND RATIONAL NATURE IN GENERAL BEFORE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, AND WHO MAINTAIN THAT PROVIDENCE CREATED ALL THINGS MAINLY ON ACCOUNT OF RATIONAL NATURE. RATIONAL BEINGS, THEN, AS BEING THE PRINCIPAL ONES, OCCUPY THE PLACE, AS IT WERE, OF CHILDREN IN THE WOMB, WHILE IRRATIONAL AND SOULLESS BEINGS HOLD THAT OF THE ENVELOPE WHICH IS CREATED ALONG WITH THE CHILD. I THINK, TOO, THAT AS IN CITIES THE SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE GOODS AND MARKET DISCHARGE THEIR DUTIES FOR THE SAKE OF NO OTHER THAN HUMAN BEINGS, WHILE DOGS AND OTHER IRRATIONAL ANIMALS HAVE THE BENEFIT OF THE SUPERABUNDANCE; SO PROVIDENCE PROVIDES IN A SPECIAL MANNER FOR RATIONAL CREATURES; WHILE THIS L ALSO FOLLOWS, THAT IRRATIONAL CREATURES LIKEWISE ENJOY THE BENEFIT OF WHAT IS DONE FOR THE SAKE OF MAN. AND AS HE IS IN ERROR WHO ALLEGES THAT THE SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE MARKETS MAKE PROVISION IN NO GREATER DEGREE FOR MEN THAN FOR DOGS, BECAUSE DOGS ALSO GET THEIR SHARE OF THE GOODS; SO IN A FAR GREATER DEGREE ARE CELSUS AND THEY WHO THINK WITH HIM GUILTY OF IMPIETY TOWARDS THE GOD WHO MAKES PROVISION FOR RATIONAL BEINGS, IN ASSERTING THAT HIS ARRANGEMENTS ARE MADE IN NO GREATER DEGREE FOR THE SUSTENANCE OF HUMAN BEINGS THAN FOR THAT OF PLANTS, AND TREES, AND HERBS, AND THORNS. 
CHAP. LXXV. 
FOR, IN THE FIRST PLACE, HE IS OF OPINION THAT "THUNDERS, AND LIGHTNINGS, AND RAINS ARE NOT THE WORKS OF GOD,"--THUS SHOWING MORE CLEARLY AT LAST HIS EPICUREAN LEANINGS; AND IN THE SECOND PLACE, THAT "EVEN IF ONE WERE TO GRANT THAT THESE WERE THE WORKS OF GOD, THEY ARE BROUGHT INTO EXISTENCE NOT MORE FOR THE SUPPORT OF US WHO ARE HUMAN BEINGS, THAN FOR THAT OF PLANTS, AND TREES, AND HERBS, AND THORNS,"--MAINTAINING, LIKE A TRUE EPICUREAN, THAT THESE THINGS ARE THE PRODUCT OF CHANCE, AND NOT THE WORK OF PROVIDENCE. FOR IF THESE THINGS ARE OF NO MORE USE TO US THAN TO PLANTS, AND TREES, AND HERBS, AND THORNS, IT IS EVIDENT EITHER THAT THEY DO NOT PROCEED FROM PROVIDENCE AT ALL, OR FROM A PROVIDENCE WHICH DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR US IN A GREATER DEGREE THAN FOR TREES, AND HERBS, AND THORNS. NOW, EITHER OF THESE SUPPOSITIONS IS IMPIOUS IN ITSELF, AND IT WOULD BE FOOLISH TO REFUTE SUCH STATEMENTS BY ANSWERING ANY ONE WHO BROUGHT AGAINST US THE CHARGE OF IMPIETY; FOR IT IS MANIFEST TO EVERY ONE, FROM WHAT HAS BEEN SAID, WHO IS THE PERSON GUILTY OF IMPIETY. IN THE NEXT PLACE, HE ADDS: "ALTHOUGH YOU MAY SAY THAT THESE THINGS, VIZ., PLANTS, AND TREES, AND HERBS, AND THORNS, GROW FOR THE USE OF MEN, WHY WILL YOU MAINTAIN THAT THEY GROW FOR THE USE OF MEN RATHER THAN FOR THAT OF THE MOST SAVAGE OF IRRATIONAL ANIMALS?" LET CELSUS THEN SAY DISTINCTLY THAT THE GREAT DIVERSITY AMONG THE PRODUCTS OF THE EARTH IS NOT THE WORK OF PROVIDENCE, BUT THAT A CERTAIN FORTUITOUS CONCURRENCE OF ATOMS GAVE BIRTH TO QUALITIES SO DIVERSE, AND THAT IT WAS OWING TO CHANCE THAT SO MANY KINDS OF PLANTS, AND TREES, AND HERBS RESEMBLE ONE ANOTHER, AND THAT NO DISPOSING REASON GAVE EXISTENCE TO THEM, AND THAT THEY DO NOT DERIVE THEIR ORIGIN FROM AN UNDERSTANDING THAT IS BEYOND ALL ADMIRATION. WE CHRISTIANS, HOWEVER, WHO ARE DEVOTED TO THE WORSHIP OF THE ONLY GOD, WHO CREATED THESE THINGS, FEEL GRATEFUL FOR THEM TO HIM WHO MADE THEM, BECAUSE NOT ONLY FOR US, BUT ALSO (ON OUR ACCOUNT) FOR THE ANIMALS WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO US, HE HAS PREPARED SUCH A HOME, SEEING "HE CAUSETH THE GRASS TO GROW FOR THE CATTLE, AND HERB FOR THE SERVICE OF MAN, THAT HE MAY BRING FORTH FOOD OUT OF THE EARTH, AND WINE THAT MAKETH GLAD THE HEART OF MAN, AND OIL TO MAKE HIS FACE TO SHINE, AND BREAD WHICH STRENGTHENETH MAN'S HEART." BUT THAT HE SHOULD HAVE PROVIDED FOOD EVEN FOR THE MOST SAVAGE ANIMALS IS NOT MATTER OF SURPRISE, FOR THESE VERY ANIMALS ARE SAID BY SOME WHO HAVE PHILOSOPHIZED (UPON THE SUBJECT) TO HAVE BEEN CREATED FOR THE PURPOSE OF AFFORDING EXERCISE TO THE RATIONAL CREATURE. AND ONE OF OUR OWN WISE MEN SAYS SOMEWHERE: "DO NOT SAY, WHAT IS THIS? OR WHEREFORE IS THAT? FOR ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN MADE FOR THEIR USES. AND DO NOT SAY, WHAT IS THIS? OR WHEREFORE IS THAT? FOR EVERYTHING SHALL BE SOUGHT OUT IN ITS SEASON." 
CHAP. LXXVI. 
AFTER THIS, CELSUS, DESIROUS OF MAINTAINING THAT PROVIDENCE CREATED THE PRODUCTS OF THE EARTH, NOT MORE ON OUR ACCOUNT THAN ON THAT OF THE MOST SAVAGE ANIMALS, THUS PROCEEDS: "WE INDEED BY LABOUR AND SUFFERING EARN A SCANTY AND TOILSOME SUBSISTENCE, WHILE ALL THINGS ARE PRODUCED FOR THEM WITHOUT THEIR SOWING AND PLOUGHING." HE DOES NOT OBSERVE THAT GOD, WISHING TO EXERCISE THE HUMAN UNDERSTANDING IN ALL COUNTRIES (THAT IT MIGHT NOT REMAIN IDLE AND UNACQUAINTED WITH THE ARTS), CREATED MAN A BEING FULL OF WANTS, IN ORDER THAT BY VIRTUE OF HIS VERY NEEDY CONDITION HE MIGHT BE COMPELLED TO BE THE INVENTOR OF ARTS, SOME OF WHICH MINISTER TO HIS SUBSISTENCE, AND OTHERS TO HIS PROTECTION. FOR IT WAS BETTER THAT THOSE WHO WOULD NOT HAVE SOUGHT OUT DIVINE THINGS, NOR ENGAGED IN THE STUDY OF PHILOSOPHY, SHOULD BE PLACED IN A CONDITION OF WANT, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT EMPLOY THEIR UNDERSTANDING IN THE INVENTION OF THE ARTS, THAN THAT THEY SHOULD ALTOGETHER NEGLECT THE CULTIVATION OF THEIR MINDS, BECAUSE THEIR CONDITION WAS ONE OF ABUNDANCE. THE WANT OF THE NECESSARIES OF HUMAN LIFE LED TO THE INVENTION ON THE ONE HAND OF THE ART OF HUSBANDRY, ON THE OTHER TO THAT OF THE CULTIVATION OF THE VINE; AGAIN, TO THE ART OF GARDENING, AND THE ARTS OF CARPENTRY AND SMITH-WORK, BY MEANS OF WHICH WERE FORMED THE TOOLS REQUIRED FOR THE ARTS WHICH MINISTER TO THE SUPPORT OF LIFE. THE WANT OF COVERING, AGAIN, INTRODUCED THE ART OF WEAVING, WHICH FOLLOWED THAT OF WOOL-CARDING AND SPINNING; AND AGAIN, THAT OF HOUSE-BUILDING: AND THUS, THE INTELLIGENCE OF MEN ASCENDED EVEN TO THE ART OF ARCHITECTURE. THE WANT OF NECESSARIES CAUSED THE PRODUCTS ALSO OF OTHER PLACES TO BE CONVEYED, BY MEANS OF THE ARTS OF SAILING AND PILOTAGE, TO THOSE WHO WERE WITHOUT THEM; SO THAT EVEN ON THAT ACCOUNT ONE MIGHT ADMIRE THE PROVIDENCE WHICH MADE THE RATIONAL BEING SUBJECT TO WANT IN A FAR HIGHER DEGREE THAN THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, AND YET ALL WITH A VIEW TO HIS ADVANTAGE. FOR THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS HAVE THEIR FOOD PROVIDED FOR THEM, BECAUSE THERE IS NOT IN THEM EVEN AN IMPULSE TOWARDS THE INVENTION OF THE ARTS. THEY HAVE, BESIDES, A NATURAL COVERING; FOR THEY ARE PROVIDED EITHER WITH HAIR, OR WINGS, OR SCALES, OR SHELLS. LET THE ABOVE, THEN, BE OUR ANSWER TO THE ASSERTIONS OF CELSUS, WHEN HE SAYS THAT "WE INDEED BY LABOUR AND SUFFERING EARN A SCANTY AND TOILSOME SUBSISTENCE, WHILE ALL THINGS ARE PRODUCED FOR THEM WITHOUT THEIR SOWING AND PLOUGHING." 
CHAP. LXXVII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, FORGETTING THAT HIS OBJECT IS TO ACCUSE BOTH JEWS AND CHRISTIANS, HE QUOTES AGAINST HIMSELF AN IAMBIC VERSE OF EURIPIDES, WHICH IS OPPOSED TO HIS VIEW, AND, JOINING ISSUE WITH THE WORDS, CHARGES THEM WITH BEING AN ERRONEOUS STATEMENT. HIS WORDS ARE AS FOLLOW: "BUT IF YOU WILL QUOTE THE SAYING OF EURIPIDES, THAT 'THE SUN AND NIGHT ARE TO MORTALS’ SLAVES,' WHY SHOULD THEY BE SO IN A GREATER DEGREE TO US THAN TO ANTS AND FLIES? FOR THE NIGHT IS CREATED FOR THEM IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY REST, AND THE DAY THAT THEY MAY SEE AND RESUME THEIR WORK." NOW IT IS UNDOUBTED, THAT NOT ONLY HAVE CERTAIN OF THE JEWS AND CHRISTIANS DECLARED THAT THE SUN AND THE HEAVENLY BODIES ARE OUR SERVANTS; BUT HE ALSO HAS SAID THIS, WHO, ACCORDING TO SOME, IS THE PHILOSOPHER OF THE STAGE, AND WHO WAS A HEARER OF THE LECTURES ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF NATURE DELIVERED BY ANAXAGORAS. BUT THIS MAN ASSERTS THAT ALL THINGS IN THE WORLD ARE SUBJECT TO ALL RATIONAL BEINGS, ONE RATIONAL NATURE BEING TAKEN TO REPRESENT ALL, ON THE PRINCIPLE OF A PART STANDING FOR THE WHOLE; WHICH, AGAIN, CLEARLY APPEARS FROM THE VERSE: "THE SUN AND NIGHT ARE TO MORTAL’S SLAVES." PERHAPS THE TRAGIC POET MEANT THE DAY WHEN HE SAID THE SUN, INASMUCH AS IT IS THE CAUSE OF THE DAY, TEACHING THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH MOST NEED THE DAY AND NIGHT ARE THE THINGS WHICH ARE UNDER THE MOON, AND OTHER THINGS IN A LESS DEGREE THAN THOSE WHICH ARE UPON THE EARTH. DAY AND NIGHT, THEN, ARE SUBJECT TO MORTALS, BEING CREATED FOR THE SAKE OF RATIONAL BEINGS. AND IF ANTS AND FLIES, WHICH LABOUR BY DAY AND REST BY NIGHT, HAVE, BESIDES, THE BENEFIT OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE CREATED FOR THE SAKE OF MEN, WE MUST NOT SAY THAT DAY AND NIGHT WERE BROUGHT INTO BEING FOR THE SAKE OF ANTS AND FLIES, NOR MUST WE SUPPOSE THAT THEY WERE CREATED FOR THE SAKE OF NOTHING, BUT, AGREEABLY TO THE DESIGN OF PROVIDENCE, WERE FORMED FOR THE SAKE OF MAN. 
CHAP. LXXVIII. 
HE NEXT PROCEEDS FURTHER TO OBJECT AGAINST HIMSELF WHAT IS SAID ON BEHALF OF MAN, VIZ., THAT THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS WERE CREATED ON HIS ACCOUNT, SAYING: "IF ONE WERE TO CALL US THE LORDS OF THE ANIMAL CREATION BECAUSE WE HUNT THE OTHER ANIMALS AND LIVE UPON THEIR FLESH, WE WOULD SAY, WHY WERE NOT WE RATHER CREATED ON THEIR ACCOUNT, SINCE THEY HUNT AND DEVOUR US? NAY, WE REQUIRE NETS AND WEAPONS, AND THE ASSISTANCE OF MANY PERSONS, ALONG WITH DOGS, WHEN ENGAGED IN THE CHASE; WHILE THEY ARE IMMEDIATELY AND SPONTANEOUSLY PROVIDED BY NATURE WITH WEAPONS WHICH EASILY BRING US UNDER THEIR POWER." AND HERE WE MAY OBSERVE, THAT THE GIFT OF UNDERSTANDING HAS BEEN BESTOWED UPON US AS A MIGHTY AID, FAR SUPERIOR TO ANY WEAPON WHICH WILD BEASTS MAY SEEM TO POSSESS. WE, INDEED, WHO ARE FAR WEAKER IN BODILY STRENGTH THAN THE BEASTS, AND SHORTER IN STATURE THAN SOME OF THEM, YET BY MEANS OF OUR UNDERSTANDING OBTAIN THE MASTERY, AND CAPTURE THE HUGE ELEPHANTS. WE SUBDUE BY OUR GENTLE TREATMENT THOSE ANIMALS WHOSE NATURE IT IS TO BE TAMED, WHILE WITH THOSE WHOSE NATURE IS DIFFERENT, OR WHICH DO NOT APPEAR LIKELY TO BE OF USE TO US WHEN TAMED, WE TAKE SUCH PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES, THAT WHEN WE DESIRE IT, WE KEEP SUCH WILD BEASTS SHUT UP; AND WHEN WE NEED THE FLESH OF THEIR BODIES FOR FOOD, WE SLAUGHTER THEM, AS WE DO THOSE BEASTS WHICH ARE NOT OF A SAVAGE NATURE. THE CREATOR, THEN, HAS CONSTITUTED ALL THINGS THE SERVANTS OF THE RATIONAL BEING AND OF HIS NATURAL UNDERSTANDING. FOR SOME PURPOSES WE REQUIRE DOGS, SAY AS GUARDIANS OF OUR SHEEP-FOLDS, OR OF OUR CATTLE-YARDS, OR GOAT-PASTURES, OR OF OUR DWELLINGS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES WE NEED OXEN, AS FOR AGRICULTURE; AND FOR OTHERS, AGAIN, WE MAKE USE OF THOSE WHICH BEAR THE YOKE, OR BEASTS OF BURDEN. AND SO IT MAY BE SAID THAT THE RACE OF LIONS, AND BEARS, AND LEOPARDS, AND WILD BOARS, AND SUCH LIKE, HAS BEEN GIVEN TO US IN ORDER TO CALL INTO EXERCISE THE ELEMENTS OF THE MANLY CHARACTER THAT EXISTS WITHIN US. 
CHAP. LXXIX. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, IN ANSWER TO THE HUMAN RACE, WHO PERCEIVE THEIR OWN SUPERIORITY, WHICH FAR EXCEEDS THAT OF THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, HE SAYS: "WITH RESPECT TO YOUR ASSERTION, THAT GOD GAVE YOU THE POWER TO CAPTURE WILD BEASTS, AND TO MAKE YOUR OWN USE OF THEM, WE WOULD SAY THAT, IN ALL PROBABILITY, BEFORE CITIES WERE BUILT, AND ARTS INVENTED, AND SOCIETIES SUCH AS NOW EXIST WERE FORMED, AND WEAPONS AND NETS EMPLOYED, MEN WERE GENERALLY CAUGHT AND DEVOURED BY WILD BEASTS, WHILE WILD BEASTS WERE VERY SELDOM CAPTURED BY MEN." NOW, IN REFERENCE TO THIS, OBSERVE THAT ALTHOUGH MEN CATCH WILD BEASTS, AND WILD BEASTS MAKE PREY OF MEN, THERE IS A GREAT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CASE OF SUCH AS BY MEANS OF THEIR UNDERSTANDING OBTAIN THE MASTERY OVER THOSE WHOSE SUPERIORITY CONSISTS IN THEIR SAVAGE AND CRUEL NATURE, AND THAT OF THOSE WHO DO NOT MAKE USE OF THEIR UNDERSTANDING TO SECURE THEIR SAFETY FROM INJURY BY WILD BEASTS. BUT WHEN CELSUS GAYS, "BEFORE CITIES WERE BUILT, AND ARTS INVENTED, AND SOCIETIES SUCH AS NOW EXIST WERE FORMED," HE APPEARS TO HAVE FORGOTTEN WHAT HE HAD BEFORE SAID, THAT "THE WORLD WAS UNCREATED AND INCORRUPTIBLE, AND THAT IT WAS ONLY THE THINGS ON EARTH WHICH UNDERWENT DELUGES AND CONFLAGRATIONS, AND THAT ALL THESE THINGS DID NOT HAPPEN AT THE SAME TIME." NOW LET IF BE GRANTED THAT THESE ADMISSIONS ON HIS PART ARE ENTIRELY IN HARMONY WITH OUR VIEWS, THOUGH NOT AT ALL WITH HIM AND HIS STATEMENTS MADE ABOVE; YET WHAT DOES IT ALL AVAIL TO PROVE THAT IN THE BEGINNING MEN WERE MOSTLY CAPTURED AND DEVOURED BY WILD BEASTS, WHILE WILD BEASTS WERE NEVER CAUGHT BY MEN? FOR, SINCE THE WORLD WAS CREATED IN CONFORMITY WITH THE WILL OF PROVIDENCE, AND GOD PRESIDED OVER THE UNIVERSE OF THINGS, IT WAS NECESSARY THAT THE ELEMENTS OF THE HUMAN RACE SHOULD AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF ITS EXISTENCE BE PLACED UNDER SOME PROTECTION OF THE HIGHER POWERS, SO THAT THERE MIGHT BE FORMED FROM THE BEGINNING A UNION OF THE DIVINE NATURE WITH THAT OF MEN. AND THE POET OF ASCRA, PERCEIVING THIS, SINGS: "FOR COMMON THEN WERE BANQUETS, AND COMMON WERE SEATS, ALIKE TO IMMORTAL GODS [LUKE 20:35-36] AND MORTAL MEN." 
CHAP. LXXX. 
THOSE HOLY SCRIPTURES, MOREOVER, WHICH BEAR THE NAME OF MOSES, INTRODUCE THE FIRST MEN AS HEARING DIVINE VOICES AND ORACLES, AND BEHOLDING SOMETIMES THE ANGELS OF GOD COMING TO VISIT THEM. FOR IT WAS PROBABLE THAT IN THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD'S EXISTENCE HUMAN NATURE WOULD BE ASSISTED TO A GREATER DEGREE (THAN AFTERWARDS), UNTIL PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE TOWARDS THE ATTAINMENT OF UNDERSTANDING AND THE OTHER VIRTUES, AND THE INVENTION OF THE ARTS, AND THEY SHOULD THUS BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN LIFE OF THEMSELVES, AND NO LONGER STAND IN NEED OF SUPERINTENDENTS, AND OF THOSE TO GUIDE THEM WHO DO SO WITH A MIRACULOUS MANIFESTATION OF THE MEANS WHICH SUB-SERVE THE WILL OF GOD. NOW IT FOLLOWS FROM THIS, THAT IT IS FALSE THAT "IN THE BEGINNING MEN WERE CAPTURED AND DEVOURED BY WILD BEASTS, WHILE WILD BEASTS WERE VERY SELDOM CAUGHT BY MEN." AND FROM THIS, TOO, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT OF CELSUS IS UNTRUE, THAT "IN THIS WAY GOD RATHER SUBJECTED MEN TO WILD BEASTS." FOR GOD DID NOT SUBJECT MEN TO WILD BEASTS, BUT GAVE WILD BEASTS TO BE A PREY TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF MAN, AND TO THE ARTS, WHICH ARE DIRECTED AGAINST THEM, AND WHICH ARE THE PRODUCT OF THE UNDERSTANDING. FOR IT WAS NOT WITHOUT THE HELP OF GOD THAT MEN DESIRED FOR THEMSELVES THE MEANS OF PROTECTION AGAINST WILD BEASTS, AND OF SECURING THE MASTERY OVER THEM. 
CHAP. LXXXI. 
OUR NOBLE OPPONENT, HOWEVER, NOT OBSERVING HOW MANY PHILOSOPHERS THERE ARE WHO ADMIT THE EXISTENCE OF PROVIDENCE, AND WHO HOLD THAT PROVIDENCE CREATED ALL THINGS FOR THE SAKE OF RATIONAL BEINGS, OVERTURNS AS FAR AS HE CAN THOSE DOCTRINES WHICH ARE OF USE IN SHOWING THE HARMONY THAT PREVAILS IN THESE MATTERS BETWEEN CHRISTIANITY AND PHILOSOPHY; NOR DOES HE SEE HOW GREAT IS THE INJURY DONE TO RELIGION FROM ACCEPTING THE STATEMENT THAT BEFORE GOD THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A MAN AND AN ANT OR A BEE, BUT PROCEEDS TO ADD, THAT "IF MEN APPEAR TO BE SUPERIOR TO IRRATIONAL ANIMALS ON THIS ACCOUNT, THAT THEY HAVE BUILT CITIES, AND MAKE USE OF A POLITICAL CONSTITUTION, AND FORMS OF GOVERNMENT, AND SOVEREIGNTIES, THIS IS TO SAY NOTHING TO THE PURPOSE, FOR ANTS AND BEES DO THE SAME. BEES, INDEED, HAVE A SOVEREIGN, WHO HAS FOLLOWERS AND ATTENDANTS; AND THERE OCCUR AMONG THEM WARS AND VICTORIES, AND SLAUGHTERING’S OF THE VANQUISHED, AND CITIES AND SUBURBS, AND A SUCCESSION OF LABORS, AND JUDGMENTS PASSED UPON THE IDLE AND THE WICKED; FOR THE DRONES ARE DRIVEN AWAY AND PUNISHED." NOW HERE HE DID NOT OBSERVE THE DIFFERENCE THAT EXISTS BETWEEN WHAT IS DONE AFTER REASON AND CONSIDERATION, AND WHAT IS THE RESULT OF AN IRRATIONAL NATURE, AND IS PURELY MECHANICAL. FOR THE ORIGIN OF THESE THINGS IS NOT EXPLAINED BY THE EXISTENCE OF ANY RATIONAL PRINCIPLE IN THOSE WHO MAKE THEM, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT POSSESS ANY SUCH PRINCIPLE; BUT THE MOST ANCIENT BEING, WHO IS ALSO THE SON OF GOD, AND THE KING OF ALL THINGS THAT EXIST, HAS CREATED AN IRRATIONAL NATURE, WHICH, AS BEING IRRATIONAL, ACTS AS A HELP TO THOSE WHO ARE DEEMED WORTHY OF REASON. CITIES, ACCORDINGLY, WERE ESTABLISHED AMONG MEN, WITH MANY ARTS AND WELL-ARRANGED LAWS; WHILE CONSTITUTIONS, AND GOVERNMENTS, AND SOVEREIGNTIES AMONG MEN ARE EITHER SUCH AS ARE PROPERLY SO TERMED, AND WHICH EXEMPLIFY CERTAIN VIRTUOUS TENDENCIES AND WORKINGS, OR THEY ARE THOSE WHICH ARE IMPROPERLY SO CALLED, AND WHICH WERE DEVISED, SO FAR AS COULD BE DONE, IN IMITATION OF THE FORMER: FOR IT WAS BY CONTEMPLATING THESE THAT THE MOST SUCCESSFUL LEGISLATORS ESTABLISHED THE BEST CONSTITUTIONS, AND GOVERNMENTS, AND SOVEREIGNTIES. NONE OF THESE THINGS, HOWEVER, CAN BE FOUND AMONG IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, ALTHOUGH CELSUS MAY TRANSFER RATIONAL NAMES, AND ARRANGEMENTS WHICH BELONG TO RATIONAL BEINGS, AS CITIES AND CONSTITUTIONS, AND RULERS AND SOVEREIGNTIES, EVEN TO ANTS AND BEES; IN RESPECT TO WHICH MATTERS, HOWEVER, ANTS AND BEES MERIT NO APPROVAL, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT ACT FROM REFLECTION. BUT WE OUGHT TO ADMIRE THE DIVINE NATURE, WHICH EXTENDED EVEN TO IRRATIONAL ANIMALS THE CAPACITY, AS IT WERE, OF IMITATING RATIONAL BEINGS, PERHAPS WITH A VIEW OF PUTTING RATIONAL BEINGS TO SHAME; SO THAT BY LOOKING UPON ANTS, FOR INSTANCE, THEY MIGHT BECOME MORE INDUSTRIOUS AND MORE THRIFTY IN THE MANAGEMENT OF THEIR GOODS; WHILE, BY CONSIDERING THE BEES, THEY MIGHT PLACE THEMSELVES IN SUBJECTION TO THEIR RULER, AND TAKE THEIR RESPECTIVE PARTS IN THOSE CONSTITUTIONAL DUTIES WHICH ARE OF USE IN ENSURING THE SAFETY OF CITIES. 
CHAP. LXXXII. 
PERHAPS ALSO THE SO-CALLED WARS AMONG THE BEES CONVEY INSTRUCTION AS TO THE MANNER IN WHICH WARS, IF EVER THERE ARISE A NECESSITY FOR THEM, SHOULD BE WAGED IN A JUST AND ORDERLY WAY AMONG MEN. BUT THE BEES HAVE NO CITIES OR SUBURBS; WHILE THEIR HIVES AND HEXAGONAL CELLS, AND SUCCESSION OF LABORS, ARE FOR THE SAKE OF MEN, WHO REQUIRE HONEY FOR MANY PURPOSES, BOTH FOR CURE OF DISORDERED BODIES, AND AS A PURE ARTICLE OF FOOD. NOR OUGHT WE TO COMPARE THE PROCEEDINGS TAKEN BY THE BEES AGAINST THE DRONES WITH THE JUDGMENTS AND PUNISHMENTS INFLICTED ON THE IDLE AND WICKED IN CITIES. BUT, AS I FORMERLY SAID, WE OUGHT ON THE ONE HAND IN THESE THINGS TO ADMIRE THE DIVINE NATURE, AND ON THE OTHER TO EXPRESS OUR ADMIRATION OF MAN, WHO IS CAPABLE OF CONSIDERING AND ADMIRING ALL THINGS (AS CO-OPERATING WITH PROVIDENCE), AND WHO EXECUTES NOT MERELY THE WORKS WHICH ARE DETERMINED BY THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD, BUT ALSO THOSE WHICH ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF HIS OWN FORESIGHT. 
CHAP. LXXXIII. 
AFTER CELSUS HAS FINISHED SPEAKING OF THE BEES, IN ORDER TO DEPRECIATE (AS FAR AS HE CAN) THE CITIES, AND CONSTITUTIONS, AND GOVERNMENTS, AND SOVEREIGNTIES NOT ONLY OF US CHRISTIANS, BUT OF ALL MANKIND, AS WELL AS THE WARS WHICH MEN UNDERTAKE ON BEHALF OF THEIR NATIVE COUNTRIES, HE PROCEEDS, BY WAY OF DIGRESSION, TO PASS A EULOGY UPON THE ANTS, IN ORDER THAT, WHILE PRAISING THEM, HE MAY COMPARE THE MEASURES WHICH MEN TAKE TO SECURE THEIR SUBSISTENCE WITH THOSE ADOPTED BY THESE INSECTS, AND SO EVINCE HIS CONTEMPT FOR THE FORETHOUGHT WHICH MAKES PROVISION FOR WINTER, AS BEING NOTHING HIGHER THAN THE IRRATIONAL PROVIDENCE OF THE ANTS, AS HE REGARDS IT. IT. NOW MIGHT NOT SOME OF THE MORE SIMPLE-MINDED, AND SUCH AS KNOW NOT HOW TO LOOK INTO THE NATURE OF ALL THINGS, BE TURNED AWAY (SO FAR, AT LEAST, AS CELSUS COULD ACCOMPLISH IT) FROM HELPING THOSE WHO ARE WEIGHED DOWN WITH THE BURDENS (OF LIFE), AND FROM SHARING THEIR TOILS, WHEN HE SAYS OF THE ANTS, THAT "THEY HELP ONE ANOTHER WITH THEIR LOADS, WHEN THEY SEE ONE OF THEIR NUMBER TOILING UNDER THEM?" FOR HE WHO NEEDS TO BE DISCIPLINED BY THE WORD, BUT WHO DOES NOT AT ALL UNDERSTAND ITS VOICE, WILL SAY: "SINCE, THEN, THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN US AND THE ANTS, EVEN WHEN WE HELP THOSE WHO ARE WEARY WITH BEARING THEIR HEAVY BURDENS, WHY SHOULD WE CONTINUE TO DO SO TO NO PURPOSE?" AND WOULD NOT THE ANTS, AS BEING IRRATIONAL CREATURE, BE GREATLY PUFFED UP, AND THINK HIGHLY OF THEMSELVES, BECAUSE THEIR WORKS WERE COMPARED TO THOSE OF MEN? WHILE MEN, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHO BY MEANS OF THEIR REASON ARE ENABLED TO HEAR HOW THEIR PHILANTHROPY TOWARDS OTHERS IS CONTEMNED, WOULD BE INJURED, SO FAR AS COULD BE EFFECTED BY CELSUS AND HIS ARGUMENTS: FOR HE DOES NOT PERCEIVE THAT, WHILE HE WISHES TO TURN AWAY FROM CHRISTIANITY THOSE WHO READ HIS TREATISE, HE TURNS AWAY ALSO THE SYMPATHY OF THOSE WHO ARE NOT CHRISTIANS FROM THOSE WHO BEAR THE HEAVIEST BURDENS (OF LIFE). WHEREAS, HAD HE BEEN A PHILOSOPHER, WHO WAS CAPABLE OF PERCEIVING THE GOOD WHICH MEN MAY DO EACH OTHER, HE OUGHT, IN ADDITION TO NOT REMOVING ALONG WITH CHRISTIANITY THE BLESSINGS WHICH ARE FOUND AMONGST MEN, TO HAVE LENT HIS AID TO CO-OPERATE (IF HE HAD IT IN HIS POWER) WITH THOSE PRINCIPLES OF EXCELLENCE WHICH ARE COMMON TO CHRISTIANITY AND THE REST OF MANKIND. MOREOVER, EVEN IF THE ANTS SET APART IN A PLACE BY THEMSELVES THOSE GRAINS WHICH SPROUT FORTH, THAT THEY MAY NOT SWELL INTO BUD, BUT MAY CONTINUE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR AS THEIR FOOD, THIS IS NOT TO BE DEEMED AS EVIDENCE OF THE EXISTENCE OF REASON AMONG ANTS, BUT AS THE WORK OF THE UNIVERSAL MOTHER, NATURE, WHICH ADORNED EVEN IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, SO THAT EVEN THE MOST INSIGNIFICANT IS NOT OMITTED, BUT BEARS TRACES OF THE REASON IMPLANTED IN IT BY NATURE. UNLESS, INDEED, BY THESE ASSERTIONS CELSUS MEANS OBSCURELY TO INTIMATE (FOR IN MANY INSTANCES HE WOULD LIKE TO ADOPT PLATONIC IDEAS) THAT ALL SOULS ARE OF THE SAME SPECIES, AND THAT THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THAT OF A MAN AND THOSE OF ANTS AND BEES, WHICH IS THE ACT OF ONE WHO WOULD BRING DOWN THE SOUL FROM THE VAULT OF HEAVEN, AND CAUSE IT TO ENTER NOT ONLY A HUMAN BODY, BUT THAT OF AN ANIMAL. CHRISTIANS, HOWEVER, WILL NOT YIELD THEIR ASSENT TO SUCH OPINIONS: FOR THEY HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED BEFORE NOW THAT THE HUMAN SOUL WAS CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD; AND THEY SEE THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR A NATURE FASHIONED IN THE DIVINE IMAGE TO HAVE ITS (ORIGINAL) FEATURES ALTOGETHER OBLITERATED, AND TO ASSUME OTHERS, FORMED AFTER I KNOW NOT WHAT LIKENESS OF IRRATIONAL ANIMALS. 
CHAP. LXXXIV. 
AND SINCE HE ASSERTS THAT, "WHEN ANTS DIE, THE SURVIVORS SET APART A SPECIAL PLACE (FOR THEIR INTERMENT), AND THAT THEIR ANCESTRAL SEPULCHERS SUCH A PLACE IS," WE HAVE TO ANSWER, THAT THE GREATER THE LAUDATIONS WHICH HE HEAPS UPON IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, SO MUCH THE MORE DOES HE MAGNIFY (ALTHOUGH AGAINST HIS WILL) THE WORK OF THAT REASON WHICH ARRANGED ALL THINGS IN ORDER, AND POINTS OUT THE SKILL WHICH EXISTS AMONG MEN, AND WHICH IS CAPABLE OF ADORNING BY ITS REASON EVEN THE GIFTS WHICH ARE BESTOWED BY NATURE ON THE IRRATIONAL CREATION. BUT WHY DO I SAY "IRRATIONAL," SINCE CELSUS IS OF OPINION THAT THESE ANIMALS, WHICH, AGREEABLY TO THE COMMON IDEAS OF ALL MEN, ARE TERMED IRRATIONAL, ARE NOT REALLY SO? NOR DOES HE REGARD THE ANTS AS DEVOID OF REASON, WHO PROFESSED TO SPEAK OF "UNIVERSAL NATURE," AND WHO BOASTED OF HIS TRUTHFULNESS IN THE INSCRIPTION OF HIS BOOK. FOR, SPEAKING OF THE ANTS CONVERSING WITH ONE ANOTHER, HE USES THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE: "AND WHEN THEY MEET ONE ANOTHER THEY ENTER INTO CONVERSATION, FOR WHICH REASON THEY NEVER MISTAKE THEIR WAY; CONSEQUENTLY, THEY POSSESS A FULL ENDOWMENT OF REASON, AND SOME COMMON IDEAS ON CERTAIN GENERAL SUBJECTS, AND A VOICE BY WHICH THEY EXPRESS THEMSELVES REGARDING ACCIDENTAL THINGS." NOW CONVERSATION BETWEEN ONE MAN AND ANOTHER IS CARRIED ON BY MEANS OF A VOICE, WHICH GIVES EXPRESSION TO THE MEANING INTENDED, AND WHICH ALSO GIVES UTTERANCES CONCERNING WHAT ARE CALLED "ACCIDENTAL THINGS;" BUT TO SAY THAT THIS WAS THE CASE WITH ANTS WOULD BE A MOST RIDICULOUS ASSERTION. 
CHAP. LXXXV. 
HE IS NOT ASHAMED, MOREOVER, TO SAY, IN ADDITION TO THESE STATEMENTS (THAT THE UNSEEMLY CHARACTER OF HIS OPINIONS MAY BE MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO WILL LIVE AFTER HIM): "COME NOW, IF ONE WERE TO LOOK DOWN FROM HEAVEN UPON EARTH, IN WHAT RESPECT WOULD OUR ACTIONS APPEAR TO DIFFER FROM THOSE OF ANTS AND BEES?" NOW DOES HE WHO, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN SUPPOSITION, LOOKS FROM HEAVEN UPON THE PROCEEDINGS OF MEN AND ANTS, LOOK UPON THEIR BODIES ALONE, AND NOT RATHER HAVE REGARD TO THE CONTROLLING REASON WHICH IS CALLED INTO ACTION BY REFLECTION; WHILE, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE GUIDING PRINCIPLE OF THE LATTER IS IRRATIONAL, AND SET IN MOTION IRRATIONALLY BY IMPULSE AND FANCY, IN CONJUNCTION WITH A CERTAIN NATURAL APPARATUS? BUT IT IS ABSURD TO SUPPOSE THAT HE WHO LOOKS FROM HEAVEN UPON EARTHLY THINGS WOULD DESIRE TO LOOK FROM SUCH A DISTANCE UPON THE BODIES OF MEN AND ANTS, AND WOULD NOT RATHER CONSIDER THE NATURE OF THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES, AND THE SOURCE OF IMPULSES, WHETHER THAT BE RATIONAL OR IRRATIONAL. AND IF HE ONCE, LOOK UPON THE SOURCE OF ALL IMPULSES, IT IS MANIFEST THAT HE WOULD BEHOLD ALSO THE DIFFERENCE WHICH EXISTS, AND THE SUPERIORITY OF MAN, NOT ONLY OVER ANTS, BUT EVEN OVER ELEPHANTS. FOR HE WHO LOOKS FROM HEAVEN WILL SEE AMONG IRRATIONAL CREATURES, HOWEVER LARGE THEIR BODIES, NO OTHER PRINCIPLE THAN, SO TO SPEAK, IRRATIONALITY; WHILE AMONGST RATIONAL BEINGS HE WILL DISCOVER REASON, THE COMMON POSSESSION OF MEN, AND OF DIVINE AND HEAVENLY BEINGS, AND PERHAPS OF THE SUPREME GOD HIMSELF, ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH MAN IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN CREATED IN THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD, FOR THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE SUPREME GOD IS HIS REASON. 
CHAP. LXXXVI. 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THIS, AS IF DOING HIS UTMOST TO REDUCE THE HUMAN RACE TO A STILL LOWER POSITION, AND TO BRING THEM TO THE LEVEL OF THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, AND DESIRING TO OMIT NOT A SINGLE CIRCUMSTANCE RELATED OF THE LATTER WHICH MANIFESTS THEIR GREATNESS, HE DECLARES THAT "IN CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS AMONG THE IRRATIONAL CREATION THERE EXISTS THE POWER OF SORCERY;" SO THAT EVEN IN THIS PARTICULAR MEN CANNOT SPECIALLY PRIDE THEMSELVES, NOR WISH TO ARROGATE A SUPERIORITY OVER IRRATIONAL CREATURES. AND THE FOLLOWING ARE HIS WORDS: "IF, HOWEVER, MEN ENTERTAIN LOFTY NOTIONS BECAUSE OF THEIR POSSESSING THE POWER OF SORCERY, YET EVEN IN THAT RESPECT ARE SERPENTS AND EAGLES THEIR SUPERIORS IN WISDOM; FOR THEY ARE ACQUAINTED WITH MANY PROPHYLACTICS AGAINST PERSONS AND DISEASES, AND ALSO WITH THE VIRTUES OF CERTAIN STONES WHICH HELP TO PRESERVE THEIR YOUNG. IF MEN, HOWEVER, FALL IN WITH THESE, THEY THINK THAT THEY HAVE GAINED A WONDERFUL POSSESSION." NOW, IN THE FIRST PLACE, I KNOW NOT WHY HE SHOULD DESIGNATE AS SORCERY THE KNOWLEDGE OF NATURAL PROPHYLACTICS DISPLAYED BY ANIMALS, WHETHER THAT KNOWLEDGE BE THE RESULT OF EXPERIENCE, OR OF SOME NATURAL POWER OF APPREHENSION; FOR THE TERM "SORCERY" HAS BY USAGE BEEN ASSIGNED TO SOMETHING ELSE. PERHAPS, INDEED, HE WISHES QUIETLY, AS AN EPICUREAN, TO CENSURE THE ENTIRE USE OF SUCH ARTS, AS RESTING ONLY ON THE PROFESSIONS OF SORCERERS. HOWEVER, LET IT BE GRANTED HIM THAT MEN DO PRIDE THEMSELVES GREATLY UPON THE KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH ARTS, WHETHER THEY ARE SORCERERS OR NOT: HOW CAN SERPENTS BE IN THIS RESPECT WISER THAN MEN, WHEN THEY MAKE USE OF THE WELL-KNOWN FENNEL TO SHARPEN THEIR POWER OF VISION AND TO PRODUCE RAPIDITY OF MOVEMENT, HAVING OBTAINED THIS NATURAL POWER NOT FROM THE EXERCISE OF REFLECTION, BUT FROM THE CONSTITUTION OF THEIR BODY, WHILE MEN DO NOT, LIKE SERPENTS, ARRIVE AT SUCH KNOWLEDGE MERELY BY NATURE, BUT PARTLY BY EXPERIMENT, PARTLY BY REASON, AND SOMETIMES BY REFLECTION AND KNOWLEDGE? SO, IF EAGLES, TOO, IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THEIR YOUNG IN THE NEST, CARRY THITHER THE EAGLE-STONE WHEN THEY HAVE DISCOVERED IT, HOW DOES IT APPEAR THAT THEY ARE WISE, AND MORE INTELLIGENT THAN MEN, WHO FIND OUT BY THE EXERCISE OF THEIR REFLECTIVE POWERS AND OF THEIR UNDERSTANDING WHAT HAS BEEN BESTOWED BY NATURE UPON EAGLES AS A GIFT? 
CHAP. LXXXVII. 
LET IT BE GRANTED, HOWEVER, THAT THERE ARE OTHER PROPHYLACTICS AGAINST POISONS KNOWN TO ANIMALS: WHAT DOES THAT AVAIL TO PROVE THAT IT IS NOT NATURE, BUT REASON, WHICH LEADS TO THE DISCOVERY OF SUCH THINGS AMONG THEM? FOR IF REASON WERE THE DISCOVERER, THIS ONE THING (OR, IF YOU WILL, ONE OR TWO MORE THINGS) WOULD NOT BE (EXCLUSIVE OF ALL OTHERS) THE SOLE DISCOVERY MADE BY SERPENTS, AND SOME OTHER THING THE SOLE DISCOVERY OF THE EAGLE, AND SO ON WITH THE REST OF THE ANIMALS; BUT AS MANY DISCOVERIES WOULD HAVE BEEN MADE AMONGST THEM AS AMONG MEN. BUT NOW IT IS MANIFEST FROM THE DETERMINATE INCLINATION OF THE NATURE OF EACH ANIMAL TOWARDS CERTAIN KINDS OF HELP, THAT THEY POSSESS NEITHER WISDOM NOR REASON, BUT A NATURAL CONSTITUTIONAL TENDENCY IMPLANTED BY THE LOGOS TOWARDS SUCH THINGS IN ORDER TO ENSURE THE PRESERVATION OF THE ANIMAL. AND, INDEED, IF I WISHED TO JOIN ISSUE WITH CELSUS IN THESE MATTERS, I MIGHT QUOTE THE WORDS OF SOLOMON FROM THE BOOK OF PROVERBS, WHICH RUN THUS: "THERE BE FOUR THINGS WHICH ARE LITTLE UPON THE EARTH, BUT THESE ARE WISER THAN THE WISE: THE ANTS ARE A PEOPLE NOT STRONG, YET THEY PREPARE THEIR MEAT IN THE SUMMER; THE CONIES ARE BUT A FEEBLE FOLK, YET MAKE THEY THEIR HOUSES IN THE ROCKS; THE LOCUSTS HAVE NO KING, YET GO THEY FORTH IN ORDER AT ONE COMMAND; AND THE SPOTTED LIZARD, THOUGH LEANING UPON ITS HANDS, AND BEING EASILY CAPTURED, DWELLETH IN KINGS' FORTRESSES." I DO NOT QUOTE THESE WORDS, HOWEVER, AS TAKING THEM IN THEIR LITERAL SIGNIFICATION, BUT, AGREEABLY TO THE TITLE OF THE BOOK (FOR IT IS INSCRIBED "PROVERBS"), I INVESTIGATE THEM AS CONTAINING A SECRET MEANING. FOR IT IS THE CUSTOM OF THESE WRITERS (OF SCRIPTURE) TO DISTRIBUTE INTO MANY CLASSES THOSE WRITINGS WHICH EXPRESS ONE SENSE WHEN TAKEN LITERALLY, BUT WHICH CONVEY A DIFFERENT SIGNIFICATION AS THEIR HIDDEN MEANING; AND ONE OF THESE KINDS OF WRITING IS "PROVERBS." AND FOR THIS REASON, IN OUR GOSPELS TOO, IS OUR SAVIOUR DESCRIBED AS SAYING: "THESE THINGS HAVE I SPOKEN TO YOU IN PROVERBS, BUT THE TIME COMETH WHEN I SHALL NO MORE SPEAK UNTO YOU IN PROVERBS." IT IS NOT, THEN, THE VISIBLE ANTS WHICH ARE "WISER EVEN THAN THE WISE," BUT THEY WHO ARE INDICATED AS SUCH UNDER THE "PROVERBIAL" STYLE OF EXPRESSION. AND SUCH MUST BE OUR CONCLUSION REGARDING THE REST OF THE ANIMAL CREATION, ALTHOUGH CELSUS REGARDS THE BOOKS OF THE JEWS AND CHRISTIANS AS EXCEEDINGLY SIMPLE AND COMMONPLACE, AND IMAGINES THAT THOSE WHO GIVE THEM AN ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETATION DO VIOLENCE TO THE MEANING OF THE WRITERS. BY WHAT WE HAVE SAID, THEN, LET IT APPEAR THAT CELSUS CALUMNIATES US IN VAIN, AND LET HIS ASSERTIONS THAT SERPENTS AND EAGLES ARE WISER THAN MEN ALSO RECEIVE THEIR REFUTATION. 
CHAP. LXXXVIII. 
AND WISHING TO SHOW AT GREATER LENGTH THAT EVEN THE THOUGHTS OF GOD ENTERTAINED BY THE HUMAN RACE ARE NOT SUPERIOR TO THOSE OF ALL OTHER MORTAL CREATURES, BUT THAT CERTAIN OF THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS ARE CAPABLE OF THINKING ABOUT HIM REGARDING WHOM OPINIONS SO DISCORDANT HAVE EXISTED AMONG THE MOST ACUTE OF MANKIND--GREEKS AND BARBARIANS--HE CONTINUES: "IF, BECAUSE MAN HAS BEEN ABLE TO GRASP THE IDEA OF GOD, HE IS DEEMED SUPERIOR TO THE OTHER ANIMALS, LET THOSE WHO HOLD THIS OPINION KNOW THAT THIS CAPACITY WILL BE CLAIMED BY MANY OF THE OTHER ANIMALS; AND WITH GOOD REASON: FOR WHAT WOULD ANY ONE MAINTAIN TO BE MORE DIVINE THAN THE POWER OF FOREKNOWING AND PREDICTING FUTURE EVENTS? MEN ACCORDINGLY ACQUIRE THE ART FROM THE OTHER ANIMALS, AND ESPECIALLY FROM BIRDS. AND THOSE WHO LISTEN TO THE INDICATIONS FURNISHED BY THEM, BECOME POSSESSED OF THE GIFT OF PROPHECY. IF, THEN, BIRDS, AND THE OTHER PROPHETIC ANIMALS, WHICH ARE ENABLED BY THE GIFT OF GOD TO FOREKNOW EVENTS, INSTRUCT US BY MEANS OF SIGNS, SO MUCH THE NEARER DO THEY SEEM TO BE TO THE SOCIETY OF GOD, AND TO BE ENDOWED WITH GREATER WISDOM, AND TO BE MORE BELOVED BY HIM. THE MORE INTELLIGENT OF MEN, MOREOVER, SAY THAT THE ANIMALS HOLD MEETINGS WHICH ARE MORE SACRED THAN OUR ASSEMBLIES, AND THAT THEY KNOW WHAT IS SAID AT THESE MEETINGS, AND SHOW THAT IN REALITY THEY POSSESS THIS KNOWLEDGE, WHEN, HAVING PREVIOUSLY STATED THAT THE BIRDS HAVE DECLARED THEIR INTENTION OF DEPARTING TO SOME PARTICULAR PLACE, AND OF DOING THIS THING OR THE OTHER, THE TRUTH OF THEIR ASSERTIONS IS ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPARTURE OF THE BIRDS TO THE PLACE IN QUESTION, AND BY THEIR DOING WHAT WAS FORETOLD. AND NO RACE OF ANIMALS APPEARS TO BE MORE OBSERVANT OF OATHS THAN THE ELEPHANTS ARE, OR TO SHOW GREATER DEVOTION TO DIVINE THINGS; AND THIS, I PRESUME, SOLELY BECAUSE THEY HAVE SOME KNOWLEDGE OF GOD." SEE HERE NOW HOW HE AT ONCE LAYS HOLD OF, AND BRINGS FORWARD AS ACKNOWLEDGED FACTS, QUESTIONS WHICH ARE THE SUBJECT OF DISPUTE AMONG THOSE PHILOSOPHERS, NOT ONLY AMONG THE GREEKS, BUT ALSO AMONG THE BARBARIANS, WHO HAVE EITHER DISCOVERED OR LEARNED FROM CERTAIN DEMONS SOME THINGS ABOUT BIRDS OF AUGURY AND OTHER ANIMALS, BY WHICH CERTAIN PROPHETIC INTIMATIONS ARE SAID TO BE MADE TO MEN. FOR, IN THE FIRST PLACE, IT HAS BEEN DISPUTED WHETHER THERE IS AN ART OF AUGURY, AND, IN GENERAL, A METHOD OF DIVINATION BY ANIMALS, OR NOT. AND, IN THE SECOND PLACE, THEY WHO ADMIT THAT THERE IS AN ART OF DIVINATION BY BIRDS, ARE NOT AGREED ABOUT THE MANNER OF THE DIVINATION; SINCE SOME MAINTAIN THAT IT IS FROM CERTAIN DEMONS OR GODS OF DIVINATIONS THAT THE ANIMALS RECEIVE THEIR IMPULSES TO ACTION--THE BIRDS TO FLIGHTS AND SOUNDS OF DIFFERENT KINDS, AND THE OTHER ANIMALS TO MOVEMENTS OF ONE SORT OR ANOTHER. OTHERS, AGAIN, BELIEVE THAT THEIR SOULS ARE MORE DIVINE IN THEIR NATURE, AND FITTED TO OPERATIONS OF THAT KIND, WHICH IS A MOST INCREDIBLE SUPPOSITION. 
CHAP. LXXXIX. 
CELSUS, HOWEVER, SEEING HE WISHED TO PROVE BY THE FOREGOING STATEMENTS THAT THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS ARE MORE DIVINE AND INTELLIGENT THAN HUMAN BEINGS, OUGHT TO HAVE ESTABLISHED AT GREATER LENGTH THE ACTUAL EXISTENCE OF SUCH AN ART OF DIVINATION, AND IN THE NEXT PLACE HAVE ENERGETICALLY UNDERTAKEN ITS DEFENSE, AND EFFECTUALLY REFUTED THE ARGUMENTS OF THOSE WHO WOULD ANNIHILATE SUCH ARTS OF DIVINATION, AND HAVE OVERTURNED IN A CONVINCING MANNER ALSO THE ARGUMENTS OF THOSE WHO SAY THAT IT IS FROM DEMONS OR FROM GODS THAT ANIMALS RECEIVE THE MOVEMENTS WHICH LEAD THEM TO DIVINATION, AND TO HAVE PROVED IN THE NEXT PLACE THAT THE SOUL OF IRRATIONAL ANIMALS IS MORE DIVINE THAN THAT OF MAN. FOR, HAD HE DONE SO, AND MANIFESTED A PHILOSOPHICAL SPIRIT IN DEALING WITH SUCH THINGS, WE SHOULD TO THE BEST OF OUR POWER HAVE MET HIS CONFIDENT ASSERTIONS, REFUTING IN THE FIRST PLACE THE ALLEGATION THAT IRRATIONAL ANIMALS ARE WISER THAN MEN, AND SHOWING THE FALSITY OF THE STATEMENT THAT THEY HAVE IDEAS OF GOD MORE SACRED THAN OURS, AND THAT THEY HOLD AMONG THEMSELVES CERTAIN SACRED ASSEMBLIES. BUT NOW, ON THE CONTRARY, HE WHO ACCUSES US BECAUSE WE BELIEVE IN THE SUPREME GOD, REQUIRES US TO BELIEVE THAT THE SOULS OF BIRDS ENTERTAIN IDEAS OF GOD MORE DIVINE AND DISTINCT THAN THOSE OF MEN. YET IF THIS IS TRUE, THE BIRDS HAVE CLEARER IDEAS OF GOD THAN CELSUS HIMSELF; AND IT IS NOT MATTER OF SURPRISE THAT IT SHOULD BE SO WITH HIM, WHO SO GREATLY DEPRECIATES HUMAN BEINGS. NAY, SO FAR AS CELSUS CAN MAKE IT APPEAR, THE BIRDS POSSESS GRANDER AND MORE DIVINE IDEAS THAN, I DO NOT SAY WE CHRISTIANS DO, OR THAN THE JEWS, WHO USE THE SAME SCRIPTURES WITH OURSELVES, BUT EVEN THAN ARE POSSESSED BY THE THEOLOGIANS AMONG THE GREEKS, FOR THEY WERE ONLY HUMAN BEINGS. ACCORDING TO CELSUS, INDEED, THE TRIBE OF BIRDS THAT PRACTICE DIVINATION, FORSOOTH, UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF THE DIVINE BEING BETTER THAN PHERECYDES, AND PYTHAGORAS, AND SOCRATES AND PLATO! WE OUGHT THEN TO GO TO THE BIRDS AS OUR TEACHERS, IN ORDER THAT AS, ACCORDING TO THE VIEW OF CELSUS, THEY INSTRUCT US BY THEIR POWER OF DIVINATION IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF FUTURE EVENTS, SO ALSO, THEY MAY FREE MEN FROM DOUBTS REGARDING THE DIVINE BEING, BY IMPARTING TO THEM THE CLEAR IDEAS WHICH THEY HAVE OBTAINED RESPECTING HIM! IT FOLLOWS, ACCORDINGLY, THAT CELSUS, WHO REGARDS BIRDS AS SUPERIOR TO MEN, OUGHT TO EMPLOY THEM AS HIS INSTRUCTORS, AND NOT ONE OF THE GREEK PHILOSOPHERS. 
CHAP. XC. 
BUT WE HAVE A FEW REMARKS TO MAKE, OUT OF A LARGER NUMBER, IN ANSWER TO THESE STATEMENTS OF CELSUS, THAT WE MAY SHOW THE INGRATITUDE TOWARDS HIS MAKER WHICH IS INVOLVED IN HIS HOLDING THESE FALSE OPINIONS. FOR CELSUS, ALTHOUGH A MAN, AND "BEING IN HONOUR," DOES NOT POSSESS UNDERSTANDING, AND THEREFORE HE DID NOT COMPARE HIMSELF WITH THE BIRDS AND THE OTHER IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, WHICH HE REGARDS AS CAPABLE OF DIVINING; BUT YIELDING TO THEM THE FOREMOST PLACE, HE LOWERED HIMSELF, AND AS FAR AS HE COULD THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE WITH HIM (AS ENTERTAINING LOWER AND INFERIOR VIEWS OF GOD THAN THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS), BENEATH THE EGYPTIANS, WHO WORSHIP IRRATIONAL ANIMALS AS DIVINITIES. LET THE PRINCIPAL POINT OF INVESTIGATION, HOWEVER, BE THIS: WHETHER THERE ACTUALLY IS OR NOT AN ART OF DIVINATION, BY MEANS OF BIRDS AND OTHER LIVING THINGS BELIEVED TO HAVE SUCH POWER. FOR THE ARGUMENTS WHICH TEND TO ESTABLISH EITHER VIEW, ARE NOT TO BE DESPISED. ON THE ONE HAND, IT IS PRESSED UPON US NOT TO ADMIT SUCH AN ART, LEST THE RATIONAL BEING SHOULD ABANDON THE DIVINE ORACLES, AND BETAKE HIMSELF TO BIRDS; AND ON THE OTHER, THERE IS THE ENERGETIC TESTIMONY OF MANY, THAT NUMEROUS INDIVIDUALS HAVE BEEN SAVED FROM THE GREATEST DANGERS BY PUTTING THEIR TRUST IN DIVINATION BY BIRDS. FOR THE PRESENT, HOWEVER, LET IT BE GRANTED THAT AN ART OF DIVINATION DOES EXIST, IN ORDER THAT I MAY IN THIS WAY SHOW TO THOSE WHO ARE PREJUDICED ON THE SUBJECT, THAT IF THIS BE ADMITTED, THE SUPERIORITY OF MAN OVER IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, EVEN OVER THOSE THAT ARE ENDOWED WITH POWER OF DIVINATION, IS GREAT, AND BEYOND ALL REACH OF COMPARISON WITH THE LATTER. WE HAVE THEN TO SAY, THAT IF THERE WAS IN THEM ANY DIVINE NATURE CAPABLE OF FORETELLING FUTURE EVENTS, AND SO RICH (IN THAT KNOWLEDGE) AS OUT OF ITS SUPERABUNDANCE TO MAKE THEM KNOWN TO ANY MAN WHO WISHED TO KNOW THEM, IT IS MANIFEST THAT THEY WOULD KNOW WHAT CONCERNED THEMSELVES FAR SOONER (THAN WHAT CONCERNED OTHERS); AND HAD THEY POSSESSED THIS KNOWLEDGE, THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN UPON THEIR GUARD AGAINST FLYING TO ANY PARTICULAR PLACE WHERE MEN HAD PLANTED SNARES AND NETS TO CATCH THEM, OR WHERE ARCHERS TOOK AIM AND SHOT AT THEM IN THEIR FLIGHT. AND ESPECIALLY, WERE EAGLES AWARE BEFOREHAND OF THE DESIGNS FORMED AGAINST THEIR YOUNG, EITHER BY SERPENTS CRAWLING UP TO THEIR NESTS AND DESTROYING THEM, OR BY MEN WHO TAKE THEM FOR THEIR AMUSEMENT, OR FOR ANY OTHER USEFUL PURPOSE OR SERVICE, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE PLACED THEIR YOUNG IN A SPOT WHERE THEY WERE TO BE ATTACKED; AND, IN GENERAL, NOT ONE OF THESE ANIMALS WOULD HAVE BEEN CAPTURED BY MEN, BECAUSE THEY WERE MORE DIVINE AND INTELLIGENT THAN THEY. 
CHAP. XCI. 
BUT BESIDES, IF BIRDS OF AUGURY CONVERSE WITH ONE ANOTHER, AS CELSUS MAINTAINS THEY DO, THE PROPHETIC BIRDS HAVING A DIVINE NATURE, AND THE OTHER RATIONAL ANIMALS ALSO IDEAS OF THE DIVINITY AND FOREKNOWLEDGE OF FUTURE EVENTS; AND IF THEY HAD COMMUNICATED THIS KNOWLEDGE TO OTHERS, THE SPARROW MENTIONED IN HOMER WOULD NOT HAVE BUILT HER NEST IN THE SPOT WHERE A SERPENT WAS TO DEVOUR HER AND HER YOUNG ONES, NOR WOULD THE SERPENT IN THE WRITINGS OF THE SAME POET HAVE FAILED TO TAKE PRECAUTIONS AGAINST BEING CAPTURED BY THE EAGLE. FOR THIS WONDERFUL POET SAYS, IN HIS POEM REGARDING THE FORMER: "A MIGHTY DRAGON SHOT, OF DIRE PORTENT; FROM JOVE HIMSELF THE DREADFUL SIGN WAS SENT. STRAIGHT TO THE TREE HIS SANGUINE SPIRES HE ROLLED, AND CURLED AROUND IN MANY A WINDING FOLD. THE TOPMOST BRANCH A MOTHER-BIRD POSSESSED; EIGHT CALLOW INFANTS FILLED THE MOSSY NEST; HERSELF THE NINTH: THE SERPENT, AS HE HUNG, STRETCHED HIS BLACK JAWS, AND CRASHED THE DYING YOUNG; WHILE HOVERING NEAR, WITH MISERABLE MOAN, THE DROOPING MOTHER WAILED HER CHILDREN GONE. THE MOTHER LAST, AS ROUND THE NEST SHE FLEW, SEIZED BY THE BEATING WING, THE MONSTER SLEW: NOR LONG SURVIVED: TO MARBLE TURNED, HE STANDS A LASTING PRODIGY ON AULIS' SANDS. SUCH WAS THE WILL OF JOVE; AND HENCE WE DARE TRUST IN HIS OMEN, AND SUPPORT THE WAR." AND REGARDING THE SECOND--THE BIRD--THE POET SAYS: "JOVE'S BIRD ON SOUNDING PINIONS BEAT THE SKIES; A BLEEDING SERPENT OF ENORMOUS SIZE, HIS TALONS TWINED; ALIVE, AND CURLING ROUND, HE STUNG THE BIRD, WHOSE THROAT RECEIVED THE WOUND. MAD WITH THE SMART, HE DROPS THE FATAL PREY, IN AIRY CIRCLES WINGS HIS PAINFUL WAY, FLOATS ON THE WINDS, AND RENDS THE HEAVEN WITH CRIES; AMIDST THE HOST, THE FALLEN SERPENT LIES. THEY, PALE WITH TERROR, MARK ITS SPIRES UNROLLED, AND JOVE'S PORTENT WITH BEATING HEARTS BEHOLD." DID THE EAGLE, THEN, POSSESS THE POWER OF DIVINATION, AND THE SERPENT (SINCE THIS ANIMAL ALSO IS MADE USE OF BY THE AUGURS) NOT? BUT AS THIS DISTINCTION CAN BE EASILY REFUTED, CANNOT THE ASSERTION THAT BOTH WERE CAPABLE OF DIVINATION BE REFUTED ALSO? FOR IF THE SERPENT HAD POSSESSED THIS KNOWLEDGE, WOULD NOT HE HAVE BEEN ON HIS GUARD AGAINST SUFFERING WHAT HE DID FROM THE EAGLE? AND INNUMERABLE OTHER INSTANCES OF A SIMILAR CHARACTER MAY BE FOUND, TO SHOW THAT ANIMALS DO NOT POSSESS A PROPHETIC SOUL, BUT THAT, ACCORDING TO THE POET AND THE MAJORITY OF MANKIND, IT IS THE "OLYMPIAN HIMSELF WHO SENT HIM TO THE LIGHT." AND IT IS WITH A SYMBOLICAL MEANING THAT APOLLO EMPLOYS THE HAWKS AS HIS MESSENGER, FOR THE HAWK IS CALLED THE "SWIFT MESSENGER OF APOLLO." 
CHAP. XCII. 
IN MY OPINION, HOWEVER, IT IS CERTAIN WICKED DEMONS, AND, SO TO SPEAK, OF THE RACE OF TITANS OR GIANTS, WHO HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF IMPIETY TOWARDS THE TRUE GOD, AND TOWARDS THE ANGELS IN HEAVEN, AND WHO HAVE FALLEN FROM IT, AND WHO HAUNT THE DENSER PARTS OF BODIES, AND FREQUENT UNCLEAN PLACES UPON EARTH, AND WHO, POSSESSING SOME POWER OF DISTINGUISHING FUTURE EVENTS, BECAUSE THEY ARE WITHOUT BODIES OF EARTHLY MATERIAL, ENGAGE IN AN EMPLOYMENT OF THIS KIND, AND DESIRING TO LEAD THE HUMAN RACE AWAY FROM THE TRUE GOD, SECRETLY ENTER THE BODIES OF THE MORE RAPACIOUS AND SAVAGE AND WICKED OF ANIMALS, AND STIR THEM UP TO DO WHATEVER THEY CHOOSE, AND AT WHATEVER TIME THEY CHOOSE: EITHER TURNING THE FANCIES OF THESE ANIMALS TO MAKE FLIGHTS AND MOVEMENTS OF VARIOUS KINDS, IN ORDER THAT MEN MAY BE CAUGHT BY THE DIVINING POWER THAT IS IN THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, AND NEGLECT TO SEEK AFTER THE GOD WHO CONTAINS ALL THINGS; OR TO SEARCH AFTER THE PURE WORSHIP OF GOD, BUT ALLOW THEIR REASONING POWERS TO GROVEL ON THE EARTH, AND AMONGST BIRDS AND SERPENTS, AND EVEN FOXES AND WOLVES. FOR IT HAS BEEN OBSERVED BY THOSE WHO ARE SKILLED IN SUCH MATTERS, THAT THE CLEAREST PROGNOSTICATIONS ARE OBTAINED FROM ANIMALS OF THIS KIND; BECAUSE THE DEMONS CANNOT ACT SO EFFECTIVELY IN THE MILDER SORT OF ANIMALS AS THEY CAN IN THESE, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE SIMILARITY BETWEEN THEM IN POINT OF WICKEDNESS; AND YET IT IS NOT WICKEDNESS, BUT SOMETHING LIKE WICKEDNESS, WHICH EXIST IN THESE ANIMALS. 
CHAP. XCIII. 
FOR WHICH REASON, WHATEVER ELSE THERE MAY BE IN THE WRITINGS OF MOSES WHICH EXCITES MY WONDER, I WOULD SAY THAT THE FOLLOWING IS WORTHY OF ADMIRATION, VIZ. THAT MOSES, HAVING OBSERVED THE VARYING NATURES OF ANIMALS, AND HAVING EITHER LEARNED FROM GOD WHAT WAS PECULIAR TO THEM, AND TO THE DEMONS WHICH ARE KINDRED TO EACH OF THE ANIMALS, OR HAVING HIMSELF ASCERTAINED THESE THINGS BY HIS OWN WISDOM, HAS, IN ARRANGING THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF ANIMALS, PRONOUNCED ALL THOSE WHICH ARE SUPPOSED BY THE EGYPTIANS AND THE REST OF MANKIND TO POSSESS THE POWER OF DIVINATION TO BE UNCLEAN, AND, AS A GENERAL RULE, ALL THAT ARE NOT OF THAT CLASS TO BE CLEAN. AND AMONGST THE UNCLEAN ANIMALS MENTIONED BY MOSES ARE THE WOLF, AND FOX, AND SERPENT, AND EAGLE, AND HAWK, AND SUCH LIKE. AND, GENERALLY SPEAKING, YOU WILL FIND THAT NOT ONLY IN THE LAW, BUT ALSO IN THE PROPHETS, THESE ANIMALS ARE EMPLOYED AS EXAMPLES OF ALL THAT IS MOST WICKED; AND THAT A WOLF OR A FOX IS NEVER MENTIONED FOR A GOOD PURPOSE. EACH SPECIES OF DEMON, CONSEQUENTLY, WOULD SEEM TO POSSESS A CERTAIN AFFINITY WITH A CERTAIN SPECIES OF ANIMAL. AND AS AMONG MEN THERE ARE SOME WHO ARE STRONGER THAN OTHERS, AND THIS NOT AT ALL OWING TO THEIR MORAL CHARACTER, SO, IN THE SAME WAY, SOME DEMONS WILL BE MORE POWERFUL IN THINGS INDIFFERENT THAN OTHERS; AND ONE CLASS OF THEM EMPLOYS ONE KIND OF ANIMAL FOR THE PURPOSE OF DELUDING MEN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WILL OF HIM WHO IS CALLED IN OUR SCRIPTURES THE "PRINCE OF THIS WORLD," WHILE OTHERS PREDICT FUTURE EVENTS BY MEANS OF ANOTHER KIND OF ANIMAL. OBSERVE, MOREOVER, TO WHAT A PITCH OF WICKEDNESS THE DEMONS PROCEED, SO THAT THEY EVEN ASSUME THE BODIES OF WEASELS IN ORDER TO REVEAL THE FUTURE! AND NOW, CONSIDER WITH YOURSELF WHETHER IT IS BETTER TO ACCEPT THE BELIEF THAT IT IS THE SUPREME GOD AND HIS SON WHO STIR UP THE BIRDS AND THE OTHER LIVING CREATURES TO DIVINATION, OR THAT THOSE WHO STIR UP THESE CREATURES, AND NOT HUMAN BEINGS (ALTHOUGH THEY ARE PRESENT BEFORE THEM), ARE WICKED, AND, AS THEY ARE CALLED BY OUR SCRIPTURES, UNCLEAN DEMONS. 
CHAP. XCIV. 
BUT IF THE SOUL OF BIRDS IS TO BE ESTEEMED DIVINE BECAUSE FUTURE EVENTS ARE PREDICTED BY THEM, WHY SHOULD WE NOT RATHER MAINTAIN, THAT WHEN OMENS ARE ACCEPTED BY MEN, THE SOULS OF THOSE ARE DIVINE THROUGH WHICH THE OMENS ARE HEARD? ACCORDINGLY, AMONG SUCH WOULD BE RANKED THE FEMALE SLAVE MENTIONED IN HOMER, WHO GROUND THE CORN, WHEN SHE SAID REGARDING THE SUITORS: "FOR THE VERY LAST TIME, NOW, WILL THEY SUP HERE." THIS SLAVE, THEN, WAS DIVINE, WHILE THE GREAT ULYSSES, THE FRIEND OF HOMER'S PALLAS ATHENE, WAS NOT DIVINE, BUT UNDERSTANDING THE WORDS SPOKEN BY THIS "DIVINE" GRINDER OF CORN AS AN OMEN, REJOICED, AS THE POET SAYS: "THE DIVINE ULYSSES REJOICED AT THE OMEN." OBSERVE, NOW, AS THE BIRDS ARE POSSESSED OF A DIVINE SOUL, AND ARE CAPABLE OF PERCEIVING GOD, OR, AS CELSUS SAYS, THE GODS, IT IS CLEAR THAT WHEN WE MEN ALSO SNEEZE, WE DO SO IN CONSEQUENCE OF A KIND OF DIVINITY THAT IS WITHIN US, AND WHICH IMPARTS A PROPHETIC POWER TO OUR SOUL. FOR THIS BELIEF IS TESTIFIED BY MANY WITNESSES, AND THEREFORE THE POET ALSO SAYS: "AND WHILE HE PRAYED, HE SNEEZED." AND PENELOPE, TOO, SAID: "PERCEIVEST THOU NOT THAT AT EVERY WORD MY SON DID SNEEZE?" 
CHAP. XCV. 
THE TRUE GOD, HOWEVER, NEITHER EMPLOYS IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, NOR ANY INDIVIDUALS WHOM CHANCE MAY OFFER, TO CONVEY A KNOWLEDGE OF THE FUTURE; BUT, ON THE CONTRARY, THE MOST PURE AND HOLY OF HUMAN SOULS, WHOM HE INSPIRES AND ENDOWS WITH PROPHETIC POWER. AND THEREFORE, WHATEVER ELSE IN THE MOSAIC WRITINGS MAY EXCITE OUR WONDER, THE FOLLOWING MUST BE CONSIDERED AS FITTED TO DO SO: "YE SHALL NOT PRACTICE AUGURY, NOR OBSERVE THE FLIGHT OF BIRDS;" AND IN ANOTHER PLACE: "FOR THE NATIONS WHOM THE LORD THY GOD WILL DESTROY FROM BEFORE THY FACE, SHALL LISTEN TO OMENS AND DIVINATIONS; BUT AS FOR THEE, THE LORD THY GOD HAS NOT SUFFERED THEE TO DO SO." AND HE ADDS: "A PROPHET SHALL THE LORD YOUR GOD RAISE UP UNTO YOU FROM AMONG YOUR BRETHREN." ON ONE OCCASION, MOREOVER, GOD, WISHING BY MEANS OF AN AUGUR TO TURN AWAY (HIS PEOPLE) FROM THE PRACTICE OF DIVINATION, CAUSED THE SPIRIT THAT WAS IN THE AUGUR TO SPEAK AS FOLLOWS: "FOR THERE IS NO ENCHANTMENT IN JACOB, NOR IS THERE DIVINATION IN ISRAEL. IN DUE TIME WILL IT BE DECLARED TO JACOB AND ISRAEL WHAT THE LORD WILL DO." AND NOW, WE WHO KNEW THESE AND SIMILAR SAYINGS WISH TO OBSERVE THIS PRECEPT WITH THE MYSTICAL MEANING, VIZ., "KEEP THY HEART WITH ALL DILIGENCE," THAT NOTHING OF A DEMONIACAL NATURE MAY ENTER INTO OUR MINDS, OR ANY SPIRIT OF OUR ADVERSARIES TURN OUR IMAGINATION WHITHER IT CHOOSES. BUT WE PRAY THAT THE LIGHT OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLORY OF GOD MAY SHINE IN OUR HEARTS, AND THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD MAY DWELL IN OUR IMAGINATIONS, AND LEAD THEM TO CONTEMPLATE THE THINGS OF GOD; FOR "AS MANY AS ARE LED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THEY ARE THE SONS OF GOD." 
CHAP. XCVI. 
WE OUGHT TO TAKE NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT THE POWER OF FOREKNOWING THE FUTURE IS BY NO MEANS A PROOF OF DIVINITY; FOR IN ITSELF IT IS A THING INDIFFERENT, AND IS FOUND OCCURRING AMONGST BOTH GOOD AND BAD. PHYSICIANS, AT ANY RATE, BY MEANS OF THEIR PROFESSIONAL SKILL FOREKNOW CERTAIN THINGS, ALTHOUGH THEIR CHARACTER MAY HAPPEN TO BE BAD. AND IN THE SAME WAY ALSO PILOTS, ALTHOUGH PERHAPS WICKED MEN, ARE ABLE TO FORETELL THE SIGNS (OF GOOD OR BAD WEATHER), AND THE APPROACH OF VIOLENT TEMPESTS OF WIND, AND ATMOSPHERIC CHANGES, BECAUSE THEY GATHER THIS KNOWLEDGE FROM EXPERIENCE AND OBSERVATION, ALTHOUGH I DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT ON THAT ACCOUNT ANY ONE WOULD TERM THEM "GODS" IF THEIR CHARACTERS HAPPENED TO BE BAD. THE ASSERTION, THEN, OF CELSUS IS FALSE, WHEN HE SAYS: "WHAT COULD BE CALLED MORE DIVINE THAN THE POWER OF FOREKNOWING AND FORETELLING THE FUTURE?" AND SO ALSO IS THIS, THAT "MANY OF THE ANIMALS CLAIM TO HAVE IDEAS OF GOD;" FOR NONE OF THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS POSSESS ANY IDEA OF GOD. AND WHOLLY FALSE, TOO, IS HIS ASSERTION, THAT "THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS ARE NEARER THE SOCIETY OF GOD (THAN MEN)," WHEN EVEN MEN WHO ARE STILL IN A STATE OF WICKEDNESS, HOWEVER GREAT THEIR PROGRESS IN KNOWLEDGE, ARE FAR REMOVED FROM THAT SOCIETY. IT IS, THEN, THOSE ALONE WHO ARE TRULY WISE AND SINCERELY RELIGIOUS WHO ARE NEARER TO GOD'S SOCIETY; SUCH PERSONS AS WERE OUR PROPHETS, AND MOSES, TO THE LATTER OF WHOM, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS EXCEEDING PURITY, THE SCRIPTURE SAID: "MOSES ALONE SHALL COME NEAR THE LORD, BUT THE REST SHALL NOT COME NIGH." 
CHAP. XCVII. 
HOW IMPIOUS, INDEED, IS THE ASSERTION OF THIS MAN, WHO CHARGES US WITH IMPIETY, THAT "NOT ONLY ARE THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS WISER THAN THE HUMAN RACE, BUT THAT THEY ARE MORE BELOVED BY GOD (THAN THEY)!" AND WHO WOULD NOT BE REPELLED (BY HORROR) FROM PAYING ANY ATTENTION TO A MAN WHO DECLARED THAT A SERPENT, AND A FOX, AND A WOLF, AND AN EAGLE, AND A HAWK, WERE MORE BELOVED BY GOD THAN THE HUMAN RACE? FOR IT FOLLOWS FROM HIS MAINTAINING SUCH A POSITION, THAT IF THESE ANIMALS BE MORE BELOVED BY GOD THAN HUMAN BEINGS, IT IS MANIFEST THAT THEY ARE DEARER TO GOD THAN SOCRATES, AND PLATO, AND PYTHAGORAS, AND PHERECYDES, AND THOSE THEOLOGIANS WHOSE PRAISES HE HAD SUNG A LITTLE BEFORE. AND ONE MIGHT ADDRESS HIM WITH THE PRAYER: "IF THESE ANIMALS BE DEARER TO GOD THAN MEN, MAY YOU BE BELOVED OF GOD ALONG WITH THEM, AND BE MADE LIKE TO THOSE WHOM YOU CONSIDER AS DEARER TO HIM THAN HUMAN BEINGS!" AND LET NO ONE SUPPOSE THAT SUCH A PRAYER IS MEANT AS AN IMPRECATION; FOR WHO WOULD NOT PRAY TO RESEMBLE IN ALL RESPECTS THOSE WHOM HE BELIEVES TO BE DEARER TO GOD THAN OTHERS, IN ORDER THAT HE, LIKE THEM, MAY ENJOY THE DIVINE LOVE? AND AS CELSUS IS DESIROUS TO SHOW THAT THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS ARE MORE SACRED THAN OURS, HE ASCRIBES THE STATEMENT TO THAT EFFECT NOT TO ANY ORDINARY INDIVIDUALS, BUT TO PERSONS OF INTELLIGENCE. YET IT IS THE VIRTUOUS ALONE WHO ARE TRULY WISE, FOR NO WICKED MAN IS SO. HE SPEAKS, ACCORDINGLY, IN THE FOLLOWING STYLE: "INTELLIGENT MEN SAY THAT THESE ANIMALS HOLD ASSEMBLIES WHICH ARE MORE SACRED THAN OURS, AND THAT THEY KNOW WHAT IS SPOKEN AT THEM, AND ACTUALLY PROVE THAT THEY ARE NOT WITHOUT SUCH KNOWLEDGE, WHEN THEY MENTION BEFOREHAND THAT THE BIRDS HAVE ANNOUNCED THEIR INTENTION OF DEPARTING TO A PARTICULAR PLACE, OR OF DOING THIS THING OR THAT, AND THEN SHOW THAT THEY HAVE DEPARTED TO THE PLACE IN QUESTION, AND HAVE DONE THE PARTICULAR THING WHICH WAS FORETOLD." NOW, TRULY, NO PERSON OF INTELLIGENCE EVER RELATED SUCH THINGS; NOR DID ANY WISE MAN EVER SAY THAT THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS WERE MORE SACRED THAN THOSE OF MEN. BUT IF, FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXAMINING (THE SOUNDNESS OF) HIS STATEMENTS, WE LOOK TO THEIR CONSEQUENCES, IT IS EVIDENT THAT, IN HIS OPINION, THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS ARE MORE SACRED THAN THOSE OF THE VENERABLE PHERECYDES, AND PYTHAGORAS, AND SOCRATES, AND PLATO, AND OF PHILOSOPHERS IN GENERAL; WHICH ASSERTION IS NOT ONLY INCONGRUOUS IN ITSELF, BUT FULL OF ABSURDITY. IN ORDER THAT WE MAY BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS DO LEARN FROM THE INDISTINCT SOUND OF BIRDS THAT THEY ARE ABOUT TO TAKE THEIR DEPARTURE, AND DO THIS THING OR THAT, AND ANNOUNCE THESE THINGS BEFOREHAND, WE WOULD SAY THAT THIS INFORMATION IS IMPARTED TO MEN BY DEMONS BY MEANS OF SIGNS, WITH THE VIEW OF HAVING MEN DECEIVED BY DEMONS, AND HAVING THEIR UNDERSTANDING DRAGGED DOWN FROM GOD AND HEAVEN TO EARTH, AND TO PLACES LOWER STILL. 
CHAP. XCVIII. 
I DO NOT KNOW, MOREOVER, HOW CELSUS COULD HEAR OF THE ELEPHANTS' (FIDELITY TO) OATHS, AND OF THEIR GREAT DEVOTEDNESS TO OUR GOD, AND OF THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH THEY POSSESS OF HIM. FOR I KNOW MANY WONDERFUL THINGS WHICH ARE RELATED OF THE NATURE OF THIS ANIMAL, AND OF ITS GENTLE DISPOSITION. BUT I AM NOT AWARE THAT ANY ONE HAS SPOKEN OF ITS OBSERVANCE OF OATHS; UNLESS INDEED TO ITS GENTLE DISPOSITION, AND ITS OBSERVANCE OF COMPACTS, SO TO SPEAK, WHEN ONCE CONCLUDED BETWEEN IT AND MAN, HE GIVES THE NAME OF KEEPING ITS OATH, WHICH STATEMENT ALSO IN ITSELF IS FALSE. FOR ALTHOUGH RARELY, YET SOMETIMES IT HAS BEEN RECORDED THAT, AFTER THEIR APPARENT TAMENESS, THEY HAVE BROKEN OUT AGAINST MEN IN THE MOST SAVAGE MANNER, AND HAVE COMMITTED MURDER, AND HAVE BEEN ON THAT ACCOUNT CONDEMNED TO DEATH, BECAUSE NO LONGER OF ANY USE. AND SEEING THAT AFTER THIS, IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH (AS HE THINKS HE DOES) THAT THE STORK IS MORE PIOUS THAN ANY HUMAN BEING, HE ADDUCES THE ACCOUNTS WHICH ARE NARRATED REGARDING THAT CREATURE'S DISPLAY OF FILIAL AFFECTION IN BRINGING FOOD TO ITS PARENTS FOR THEIR SUPPORT, WE HAVE TO SAY IN REPLY, THAT THIS IS DONE BY THE STORKS, NOT FROM A REGARD TO WHAT IS PROPER, NOR FROM REFLECTION, BUT FROM A NATURAL INSTINCT; THE NATURE WHICH FORMED THEM BEING DESIROUS TO SHOW AN INSTANCE AMONG THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS WHICH MIGHT PUT MEN TO SHAME, IN THE MATTER OF EXHIBITING THEIR GRATITUDE TO THEIR PARENTS. AND IF CELSUS HAD KNOWN HOW GREAT THE DIFFERENCE IS BETWEEN ACTING IN THIS WAY FROM REASON, AND FROM AN IRRATIONAL NATURAL IMPULSE, HE WOULD NOT HAVE SAID THAT STORKS ARE MORE PIOUS THAN HUMAN BEINGS. BUT FURTHER, CELSUS, AS STILL CONTENDING FOR THE PIETY OF THE IRRATIONAL CREATION, QUOTES THE INSTANCE OF THE ARABIAN BIRD THE PHOENIX, WHICH AFTER MANY YEARS’ REPAIRS TO EGYPT, AND BEARS THITHER ITS PARENT, WHEN DEAD AND BURIED IN A BALL OF MYRRH, AND DEPOSITS ITS BODY IN THE TEMPLE OF THE SUN. NOW THIS STORY IS INDEED RECORDED, AND, IF IT BE TRUE, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT IT MAY OCCUR IN CONSEQUENCE OF SOME PROVISION OF NATURE; DIVINE PROVIDENCE FREELY DISPLAYING TO HUMAN BEINGS, BY THE DIFFERENCES WHICH EXIST AMONG LIVING THINGS, THE VARIETY OF CONSTITUTION WHICH PREVAILS IN THE WORLD, AND WHICH EXTENDS EVEN TO BIRDS, AND IN HARMONY WITH WHICH HE HAS BROUGHT INTO EXISTENCE ONE CREATURE, THE ONLY ONE OF ITS KIND, IN ORDER THAT BY IT MEN MAY BE LED TO ADMIRE, NOT THE CREATURE, BUT HIM WHO CREATED IT. 
CHAP. XCIX. 
IN ADDITION TO ALL THAT HE HAS ALREADY SAID, CELSUS SUBJOINS THE FOLLOWING: "ALL THINGS, ACCORDINGLY, WERE NOT MADE FOR MAN, ANY MORE THAN THEY WERE MADE FOR LIONS, OR EAGLES, OR DOLPHINS, BUT THAT THIS WORLD, AS BEING GOD'S WORK, MIGHT BE PERFECT AND ENTIRE IN ALL RESPECTS. FOR THIS REASON, ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN ADJUSTED, NOT WITH REFERENCE TO EACH OTHER, BUT WITH REGARD TO THEIR BEARING UPON THE WHOLE. AND GOD TAKES CARE OF THE WHOLE, AND (HIS) PROVIDENCE WILL NEVER FORSAKE IT; AND IT DOES NOT BECOME WORSE; NOR DOES GOD AFTER A TIME BRING IT BACK TO HIMSELF; NOR IS HE ANGRY ON ACCOUNT OF MEN ANY MORE THAN ON ACCOUNT OF APES OR FLIES; NOR DOES HE THREATEN THESE BEINGS, EACH ONE OF WHICH HAS RECEIVED ITS APPOINTED LOT IN ITS PROPER PLACE." LET US THEN BRIEFLY REPLY TO THESE STATEMENTS. I THINK, INDEED, THAT I HAVE SHOWN IN THE PRECEDING PAGES THAT ALL THINGS WERE CREATED FOR MAN, AND EVERY RATIONAL BEING, AND THAT IT WAS CHIEFLY FOR THE SAKE OF THE RATIONAL CREATURE THAT THE CREATION TOOK PLACE. CELSUS, INDEED, MAY SAY THAT THIS WAS DONE NOT MORE FOR MAN THAN FOR LIONS, OR THE OTHER CREATURES WHICH HE MENTIONS; BUT WE MAINTAIN THAT THE CREATOR DID NOT FORM THESE THINGS FOR LIONS, OR EAGLES, OR DOLPHINS, BUT ALL FOR THE SAKE OF THE RATIONAL CREATURE, AND "IN ORDER THAT THIS WORLD, AS BEING GOD'S WORK, MIGHT BE PERFECT AND COMPLETE IN ALL THINGS." FOR TO THIS SENTIMENT WE MUST YIELD OUR ASSENT AS BEING WELL SAID. AND GOD TAKES CARE, NOT, AS CELSUS SUPPOSES, MERELY OF THE WHOLE, BUT BEYOND THE WHOLE, IN A SPECIAL DEGREE OF EVERY RATIONAL BEING. NOR WILL PROVIDENCE EVER ABANDON THE WHOLE; FOR ALTHOUGH IT SHOULD BECOME MORE WICKED, OWING TO THE SIN OF THE RATIONAL BEING, WHICH IS A PORTION OF THE WHOLE, HE MAKES ARRANGEMENTS TO PURIFY IT, AND AFTER A TIME TO BRING BACK THE WHOLE TO HIMSELF. MOREOVER, HE IS NOT ANGRY WITH APES OR FLIES; BUT ON HUMAN BEINGS, AS THOSE WHO HAVE TRANSGRESSED THE LAWS OF NATURE, HE SENDS JUDGMENTS AND CHASTISEMENTS, AND THREATENS THEM BY THE MOUTH OF THE PROPHETS, AND BY THE SAVIOR WHO CAME TO VISIT THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE, THAT THOSE WHO HEAR THE THREATENING’S MAY BE CONVERTED BY THEM, WHILE THOSE WHO NEGLECT THESE CALLS TO CONVERSION MAY DESERVEDLY SUFFER THOSE PUNISHMENTS WHICH IT BECOMES GOD, IN CONFORMITY WITH THAT WILL OF HIS WHICH ACTS FOR THE ADVANTAGE OF THE WHOLE, TO INFLICT UPON THOSE WHO NEED SUCH PAINFUL DISCIPLINE AND CORRECTION. BUT AS OUR FOURTH BOOK HAS NOW ATTAINED SUFFICIENT DIMENSIONS, WE SHALL HERE TERMINATE OUR DISCOURSE. AND MAY GOD GRANT, THROUGH HIS SON, WHO IS GOD THE WORD, AND WISDOM, AND TRUTH, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND EVERYTHING ELSE WHICH THE SACRED SCRIPTURES WHEN SPEAKING OF GOD CALL HIM, THAT WE MAY MAKE A GOOD BEGINNING OF THE FIFTH BOOK, TO THE BENEFIT OF OUR READERS, AND MAY BRING IT TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION, WITH THE AID OF HIS WORD ABIDING IN OUR SOUL. 
ORIGEN: CONTRA CELSUM - BOOK 5
BOOK 5
CHAP. I. 
IT IS NOT, MY REVEREND AMBROSIUS, BECAUSE WE SEEK AFTER MANY WORDS--A THING WHICH IS FORBIDDEN, AND IN THE INDULGENCE OF WHICH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO AVOID SIN--THAT WE NOW BEGIN THE FIFTH BOOK OF OUR REPLY TO THE TREATISE OF CELSUS, BUT WITH THE ENDEAVOR, SO FAR AS MAY BE WITHIN OUR POWER, TO LEAVE NONE OF HIS STATEMENTS WITHOUT EXAMINATION, AND ESPECIALLY THOSE IN WHICH IT MIGHT APPEAR TO SOME THAT HE HAD SKILLFULLY ASSAILED US AND THE JEWS. IF IT WERE POSSIBLE, INDEED, FOR ME TO ENTER ALONG WITH MY WORDS INTO THE CONSCIENCE OF EVERY ONE WITHOUT EXCEPTION WHO PERUSES THIS WORK, AND TO EXTRACT EACH DART WHICH WOUNDS HIM WHO IS NOT COMPLETELY PROTECTED WITH THE "WHOLE ARMOR" OF GOD, AND APPLY A RATIONAL MEDICINE TO CURE THE WOUND INFLICTED BY CELSUS, WHICH PREVENTS THOSE WHO LISTEN TO HIS WORDS FROM REMAINING "SOUND IN THE FAITH," I WOULD DO SO. BUT SINCE IT IS THE WORK OF GOD ALONE, IN CONFORMITY WITH HIS OWN SPIRIT, AND ALONG WITH THAT OF CHRIST, TO TAKE UP HIS ABODE INVISIBLY IN THOSE PERSONS WHOM HE JUDGES WORTHY OF BEING VISITED; SO, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS OUR OBJECT TO TRY, BY MEANS OF ARGUMENTS AND TREATISES, TO CONFIRM MEN IN THEIR FAITH, AND TO EARN THE NAME OF "WORKMEN NEEDING NOT TO BE ASHAMED, TIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH." AND THERE IS ONE THING ABOVE ALL WHICH IT APPEARS TO US WE OUGHT TO DO, IF WE WOULD DISCHARGE FAITHFULLY THE TASK ENJOINED UPON US BY YOU, AND THAT IS TO OVERTURN TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY THE CONFIDENT ASSERTIONS OF CELSUS. LET US THEN QUOTE SUCH ASSERTIONS OF HIS AS FOLLOW THOSE WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY REFUTED (THE READER: MUST DECIDE WHETHER WE HAVE DONE SO SUCCESSFULLY OR NOT), AND LET US REPLY TO THEM. AND MAY GOD GRANT THAT WE APPROACH NOT OUR SUBJECT WITH OUR UNDERSTANDING AND REASON EMPTY AND DEVOID OF DIVINE INSPIRATION, THAT THE FAITH OF THOSE WHOM WE WISH TO AID MAY NOT DEPEND UPON HUMAN WISDOM, BUT THAT, RECEIVING THE "MIND" OF CHRIST FROM HIS FATHER, WHO ALONE CAN BESTOW IT, AND BEING STRENGTHENED BY PARTICIPATING IN THE WORD OF GOD, WE MAY PULL DOWN "EVERY HIGH THING THAT EXALTETH ITSELF AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD," AND THE IMAGINATION OF CELSUS, WHO EXALTS HIMSELF AGAINST US, AND AGAINST JESUS, AND ALSO AGAINST MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, IN ORDER THAT HE WHO "GAVE THE WORD TO THOSE WHO PUBLISHED IT WITH GREAT POWER" MAY SUPPLY US ALSO, AND BESTOW UPON US "GREAT POWER," SO THAT FAITH IN THE WORD AND POWER OF GOD MAY BE IMPLANTED IN THE MINDS OF ALL WHO WILL PERUSE OUR WORK. 
CHAP. II. 
WE HAVE NOW, THEN, TO REFUTE THAT STATEMENT OF HIS WHICH RUNS AS FOLLOWS: "O JEWS AND CHRISTIANS, NO GOD OR SON OF A GOD EITHER CAME OR WILL COME DOWN (TO EARTH). BUT IF YOU MEAN THAT CERTAIN ANGELS DID SO, THEN WHAT DO YOU CALL THEM? ARE THEY GODS, OR SOME OTHER RACE OF BEINGS? SOME OTHER RACE OF BEINGS (DOUBTLESS), AND IN ALL PROBABILITY DEMONS." NOW AS CELSUS HERE IS GUILTY OF REPEATING HIMSELF (FOR IN THE PRECEDING PAGES SUCH ASSERTIONS HAVE BEEN FREQUENTLY ADVANCED BY HIM), IT IS UNNECESSARY TO DISCUSS THE MATTER AT GREATER LENGTH, SEEING WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY SAID UPON THIS POINT MAY SUFFICE. WE SHALL MENTION, HOWEVER, A FEW CONSIDERATIONS OUT OF A GREATER NUMBER, SUCH AS WE DEEM IN HARMONY WITH OUR FORMER ARGUMENTS, BUT WHICH HAVE NOT ALTOGETHER THE SAME BEARING AS THEY, AND BY WHICH WE SHALL SHOW THAT IN ASSERTING GENERALLY THAT NO GOD, OR SON OF GOD, EVER DESCENDED (AMONG MEN), HE OVERTURNS NOT ONLY THE OPINIONS ENTERTAINED BY THE MAJORITY OF MANKIND REGARDING THE MANIFESTATION OF DEITY, BUT ALSO WHAT WAS FORMERLY ADMITTED BY HIMSELF. FOR IF THE GENERAL STATEMENT, THAT "NO GOD OR SON OF GOD HAS COME DOWN OR WILL COME DOWN," BE TRULY MAINTAINED BY CELSUS, IT IS MANIFEST THAT WE HAVE HERE OVERTHROWN THE BELIEF IN THE EXISTENCE OF GODS UPON THE EARTH WHO HAD DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN EITHER TO PREDICT THE FUTURE TO MANKIND OR TO HEAL THEM BY MEANS OF DIVINE RESPONSES; AND NEITHER THE PYTHIAN APOLLO, NOR AESCULAPIUS, NOR ANY OTHER AMONG THOSE SUPPOSED TO HAVE DONE SO, WOULD BE A GOD DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN. HE MIGHT, INDEED, EITHER BE A GOD WHO HAD OBTAINED AS HIS LOT (THE OBLIGATION) TO DWELL ON EARTH FOR EVER, AND BE THUS A FUGITIVE, AS IT WERE, FROM THE ABODE OF THE GODS, OR HE MIGHT BE ONE WHO HAD NO POWER TO SHARE IN THE SOCIETY OF THE GODS IN HEAVEN; OR ELSE APOLLO, AND AESCULAPIUS, AND THOSE OTHERS WHO ARE BELIEVED TO PERFORM ACTS ON EARTH, WOULD NOT BE GODS, BUT ONLY CERTAIN DEMONS, MUCH INFERIOR TO THOSE WISE MEN AMONG MANKIND, WHO ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR VIRTUE ASCEND TO THE VAULT OF HEAVEN. 
CHAP. III. 
BUT OBSERVE HOW, IN HIS DESIRE TO SUBVERT OUR OPINIONS, HE WHO NEVER ACKNOWLEDGED HIMSELF THROUGHOUT HIS WHOLE TREATISE TO BE AN EPICUREAN, IS CONVICTED OF BEING A DESERTER TO THAT SECT. AND NOW IS THE TIME FOR YOU, (READER), WHO PERUSE THE WORKS OF CELSUS, AND GIVE YOUR ASSENT TO WHAT HAS BEEN ADVANCED, EITHER TO OVERTURN THE BELIEF IN A GOD WHO VISITS THE HUMAN RACE, AND EXERCISES A PROVIDENCE OVER EACH INDIVIDUAL MAN, OR TO GRANT THIS, AND PROVE THE FALSITY OF THE ASSERTIONS OF CELSUS. IF YOU, THEN, WHOLLY ANNIHILATE PROVIDENCE, YOU WILL FALSIFY THOSE ASSERTIONS OF HIS IN WHICH HE GRANTS THE EXISTENCE OF "GOD AND A PROVIDENCE," IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY MAINTAIN THE TRUTH OF YOUR OWN POSITION; BUT IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, YOU STILL ADMIT THE EXISTENCE OF PROVIDENCE, BECAUSE YOU DO NOT ASSENT TO THE DICTUM OF CELSUS, THAT "NEITHER HAS A GOD NOR THE SON OF A GOD COME DOWN NOR IS TO COME DOWN TO MANKIND," WHY NOT RATHER CAREFULLY ASCERTAIN FROM THE STATEMENTS MADE REGARDING JESUS, AND THE PROPHECIES UTTERED CONCERNING HIM, WHO IT IS THAT WE ARE TO CONSIDER AS HAVING COME DOWN TO THE HUMAN RACE AS GOD, AND THE SON OF GOD?--WHETHER THAT JESUS WHO SAID AND MINISTERED SO MUCH, OR THOSE WHO UNDER PRETENSE OF ORACLES AND DIVINATIONS, DO NOT REFORM THE MORALS OF THEIR WORSHIPPERS, BUT WHO HAVE BESIDES APOSTATIZED FROM THE PURE AND HOLY WORSHIP AND HONOR DUE TO THE MAKER OF ALL THINGS, AND WHO TEAR AWAY THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO GIVE HEED TO THEM FROM THE ONE ONLY VISIBLE AND TRUE GOD, UNDER A PRETENSE OF PAYING HONOR TO A MULTITUDE OF DEITIES? 
CHAP. IV. 
BUT SINCE HE SAYS, IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS IF THE JEWS OR CHRISTIANS HAD ANSWERED REGARDING THOSE WHO COME DOWN TO VISIT THE HUMAN RACE, THAT THEY WERE ANGELS: "BUT IF YE SAY THAT THEY ARE ANGELS, WHAT DO YOU CALL THEM?" HE CONTINUES, "ARE THEY GODS, OR SOME OTHER RACE OF BEINGS?" AND THEN AGAIN INTRODUCES US AS IF ANSWERING, "SOME OTHER RACE OF BEINGS, AND PROBABLY DEMONS,"--LET US PROCEED TO NOTICE THESE REMARKS. FOR WE INDEED ACKNOWLEDGE THAT ANGELS ARE "MINISTERING SPIRITS," AND WE SAY THAT "THEY ARE SENT FORTH TO MINISTER FOR THEM WHO SHALL BE HEIRS OF SALVATION;" AND THAT THEY ASCEND, BEARING THE SUPPLICATIONS OF MEN, TO THE PUREST OF THE HEAVENLY PLACES IN THE UNIVERSE, OR EVEN TO SUPER-CELESTIAL REGIONS PURER STILL; AND THAT THEY COME DOWN FROM THESE, CONVEYING TO EACH ONE, ACCORDING TO HIS DESERTS, SOMETHING ENJOINED BY GOD TO BE CONFERRED BY THEM UPON THOSE WHO ARE TO BE THE RECIPIENTS OF HIS BENEFITS. HAVING THUS LEARNED TO CALL THESE BEINGS "ANGELS" FROM THEIR EMPLOYMENTS, WE FIND THAT BECAUSE THEY ARE DIVINE, THEY ARE SOMETIMES TERMED "GOD" IN THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, BUT NOT SO THAT WE ARE COMMANDED TO HONOR AND WORSHIP IN PLACE OF GOD THOSE WHO MINISTER TO US, AND BEAR TO US HIS BLESSINGS. FOR EVERY PRAYER, AND SUPPLICATION, AND INTERCESSION, AND THANKSGIVING, IS TO BE SENT UP TO THE SUPREME GOD THROUGH THE HIGH PRIEST, WHO IS ABOVE ALL THE ANGELS, THE LIVING WORD AND GOD. AND TO THE WORD HIMSELF SHALL WE ALSO PRAY AND MAKE INTERCESSIONS, AND OFFER THANKSGIVINGS AND SUPPLICATIONS TO HIM, IF WE HAVE THE CAPACITY OF DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE PROPER USE AND ABUSE OF PRAYER. 
CHAP. V. 
FOR TO INVOKE ANGELS WITHOUT HAVING OBTAINED A KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR NATURE GREATER THAN IS POSSESSED BY MEN, WOULD BE CONTRARY TO REASON. BUT, CONFORMABLY TO OUR HYPOTHESIS, LET THIS KNOWLEDGE OF THEM, WHICH IS SOMETHING WONDERFUL AND MYSTERIOUS, BE OBTAINED. THEN THIS KNOWLEDGE, MAKING KNOWN TO US THEIR NATURE, AND THE OFFICES TO WHICH THEY ARE SEVERALLY APPOINTED, WILL NOT PERMIT US TO PRAY WITH CONFIDENCE TO ANY OTHER THAN TO THE SUPREME GOD, WHO IS SUFFICIENT FOR ALL THINGS, AND THAT THROUGH OUR SAVIOR THE SON OF GOD, WHO IS THE WORD, AND WISDOM, AND TRUTH, AND EVERYTHING ELSE WHICH THE WRITINGS OF GOD'S PROPHETS AND THE APOSTLES OF JESUS ENTITLE HIM. AND IT IS ENOUGH TO SECURE THAT THE HOLY ANGELS OF GOD BE PROPITIOUS TO US, AND THAT THEY DO ALL THINGS ON OUR BEHALF, THAT OUR DISPOSITION OF MIND TOWARDS GOD SHOULD IMITATE AS FAR AS IT IS WITHIN THE POWER OF HUMAN NATURE THE EXAMPLE OF THESE HOLY ANGELS, WHO AGAIN FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF THEIR GOD; AND THAT THE CONCEPTIONS WHICH WE ENTERTAIN OF HIS SON, THE WORD, SO FAR AS ATTAINABLE BY US, SHOULD NOT BE OPPOSED TO THE CLEARER CONCEPTIONS OF HIM WHICH THE HOLY ANGELS POSSESS, BUT SHOULD DAILY APPROACH THESE IN CLEARNESS AND DISTINCTNESS. BUT BECAUSE CELSUS HAS NOT READ OUR HOLY SCRIPTURES, HE GIVES HIMSELF AN ANSWER AS IF IT CAME FROM US, SAYING THAT WE "ASSERT THAT THE ANGELS WHO COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN TO CONFER BENEFITS ON MANKIND ARE A DIFFERENT RACE FROM THE GODS," AND ADDS THAT "IN ALL PROBABILITY THEY WOULD BE CALLED DEMONS BY US:" NOT OBSERVING THAT THE NAME "DEMONS" IS NOT A TERM OF INDIFFERENT MEANING LIKE THAT OF "MEN," AMONG WHOM SOME ARE GOOD AND SOME BAD, NOR YET A TERM OF EXCELLENCE LIKE THAT OF "THE GODS," WHICH IS APPLIED NOT TO WICKED DEMONS, OR TO STATUES, OR TO ANIMALS, BUT (BY THOSE WHO KNOW DIVINE THINGS) TO WHAT IS TRULY DIVINE AND BLESSED; WHEREAS THE TERM "DEMONS" IS ALWAYS APPLIED TO THOSE WICKED POWERS, FREED FROM THE ENCUMBRANCE OF A GROSSER BODY, WHO LEAD MEN ASTRAY, AND FILL THEM WITH DISTRACTIONS AND DRAG THEM DOWN FROM GOD AND SUPER-CELESTIAL THOUGHTS TO THINGS HERE BELOW. 
CHAP. VI. 
HE NEXT PROCEEDS TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ABOUT THE JEWS:--"THE FIRST POINT RELATING TO THE JEWS WHICH IS FITTED TO EXCITE WONDER, IS THAT THEY SHOULD WORSHIP THE HEAVEN AND THE ANGELS WHO DWELL THEREIN, AND YET PASS BY AND NEGLECT ITS MOST VENERABLE AND POWERFUL PARTS, AS THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE OTHER HEAVENLY BODIES, BOTH FIXED STARS AND PLANETS, AS IF IT WERE POSSIBLE THAT 'THE WHOLE' COULD BE GOD, AND YET ITS PARTS NOT DIVINE; OR (AS IF IT WERE REASONABLE) TO TREAT WITH THE GREATEST RESPECT THOSE WHO ARE SAID TO APPEAR TO SUCH AS ARE IN DARKNESS SOMEWHERE, BLINDED BY SOME CROOKED SORCERY, OR DREAMING DREAMS THROUGH THE INFLUENCE OF SHADOWY SPECTERS, WHILE THOSE WHO PROPHESY SO CLEARLY AND STRIKINGLY TO ALL MEN, BY MEANS OF WHOM RAIN, AND HEAT, AND CLOUDS, AND THUNDER (TO WHICH THEY OFFER WORSHIP), AND LIGHTNINGS, AND FRUITS, AND ALL KINDS OF PRODUCTIVENESS, ARE BROUGHT ABOUT,--BY MEANS OF WHOM GOD IS REVEALED TO THEM,--THE MOST PROMINENT HERALDS AMONG THOSE BEINGS THAT ARE ABOVE,--THOSE THAT ARE TRULY HEAVENLY ANGELS,--ARE TO BE REGARDED AS OF NO ACCOUNT!" IN MAKING THESE STATEMENTS, CELSUS APPEARS TO HAVE FALLEN INTO CONFUSION, AND TO HAVE PENNED THEM FROM FALSE IDEAS OF THINGS WHICH HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND; FOR IT IS PATENT TO ALL WHO INVESTIGATE THE PRACTICES OF THE JEWS, AND COMPARE THEM WITH THOSE OF THE CHRISTIANS, THAT THE JEWS WHO FOLLOW THE LAW, WHICH, SPEAKING IN THE PERSON OF GOD, SAYS, "THOU SHALL HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME: THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO THEE AN IMAGE, NOR A LIKENESS OF ANYTHING THAT IS IN HEAVEN ABOVE, OR THAT IS IN THE EARTH BENEATH, OR THAT IS IN THE WATERS UNDER THE EARTH; THOU SHALL NOT BOW DOWN TO THEM, NOR SERVE THEM," WORSHIP NOTHING ELSE THAN THE SUPREME GOD, WHO MADE THE HEAVENS, AND ALL THINGS BESIDES. NOW IT IS EVIDENT THAT THOSE WHO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE LAW, AND WORSHIP THE MAKER OF HEAVEN, WILL NOT WORSHIP THE HEAVEN AT THE SAME TIME WITH GOD. MOREOVER, NO ONE WHO OBEYS THE LAW OF MOSES WILL BOW DOWN TO THE ANGELS WHO ARE IN HEAVEN; AND, IN LIKE MANNER, AS THEY DO NOT BOW DOWN TO SUN, MOON, AND STARS, THE HOST OF HEAVEN, THEY REFRAIN FROM DOING OBEISANCE TO HEAVEN AND ITS ANGELS, OBEYING THE LAW WHICH DECLARES: "LEST THOU LIFT UP THINE EYES TO HEAVEN, AND WHEN THOU SEEST THE SUN, AND THE MOON, AND THE STARS, EVEN ALL THE HOST OF HEAVEN, SHOULDST BE DRIVEN TO WORSHIP THEM, AND SERVE THEM, WHICH THE LORD THY GOD HATH DIVIDED UNTO ALL NATIONS." 
CHAP. VII. 
HAVING, MOREOVER, ASSUMED THAT THE JEWS CONSIDER THE HEAVEN TO BE GOD, HE ADDS THAT THIS IS ABSURD; FINDING FAULT WITH THOSE WHO BOW DOWN TO THE HEAVEN, BUT NOT ALSO TO THE SUN, AND MOON, AND STARS, SAYING THAT THE JEWS DO THIS, AS IF IT WERE POSSIBLE THAT "THE WHOLE" SHOULD BE GOD, AND ITS SEVERAL PARTS NOT DIVINE. AND HE SEEMS TO CALL THE HEAVEN "A WHOLE," AND SUN, MOON, AND STARS ITS SEVERAL PARTS. NOW, CERTAINLY NEITHER JEWS NOR CHRISTIANS CALL THE "HEAVEN" GOD. LET IT BE GRANTED, HOWEVER, THAT, AS HE ALLEGES, THE HEAVEN IS CALLED GOD BY THE JEWS, AND SUPPOSE THAT SUN, MOON, AND STARS ARE PARTS OF "HEAVEN,"--WHICH IS BY NO MEANS TRUE, FOR NEITHER ARE THE ANIMALS AND PLANTS UPON THE EARTH ANY PORTION OF IT,--HOW IS IT TRUE, EVEN ACCORDING TO THE OPINIONS OF THE GREEKS, THAT IF GOD BE A WHOLE, HIS PARTS ALSO ARE DIVINE? CERTAINLY, THEY SAY THAT THE COSMOS TAKEN AS THE WHOLE IS GOD, THE STOICS CALLING IT THE FIRST GOD, THE FOLLOWERS OF PLATO THE SECOND, AND SOME OF THEM THE THIRD. ACCORDING TO THESE PHILOSOPHERS, THEN, SEEING THE WHOLE COSMOS IS GOD, ITS PARTS ALSO ARE DIVINE; SO THAT NOT ONLY ARE HUMAN BEINGS DIVINE, BUT THE WHOLE OF THE IRRATIONAL CREATION, AS BEING "PORTIONS" OF THE COSMOS; AND BESIDES THESE, THE PLANTS ALSO ARE DIVINE. AND IF THE RIVERS, AND MOUNTAINS, AND SEAS ARE PORTIONS OF THE COSMOS, THEN, SINCE THE WHOLE COSMOS IS GOD, ARE THE RIVEN AND SEAS ALSO GODS? BUT EVEN THIS THE GREEKS WILL NOT ASSERT. THOSE, HOWEVER, WHO PRESIDE OVER RIVERS AND SEAS (EITHER DEMONS OR GODS, AS THEY CALL THEM), THEY WOULD TERM GODS. NOW FROM THIS IT FOLLOWS THAT THE GENERAL STATEMENT OF CELSUS, EVEN ACCORDING TO THE GREEKS, WHO HOLD THE DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE, IS FALSE, THAT IF ANY "WHOLE" BE A GOD, ITS PARTS NECESSARILY ARE DIVINE. BUT IT FOLLOWS FROM THE DOCTRINE OF CELSUS, THAT IF THE COSMOS BE GOD, ALL THAT IS IN IT IS DIVINE, BEING PARTS OF THE COSMOS. NOW, ACCORDING TO THIS VIEW, ANIMALS, AS FLIES, AND GNATS, AND WORMS, AND EVERY SPECIES OF SERPENT, AS WELL AS OF BIRDS AND FISHES, WILL BE DIVINE, AN ASSERTION WHICH WOULD NOT BE MADE EVEN BY THOSE WHO MAINTAIN THAT THE COSMOS IS GOD. BUT THE JEWS, WHO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MOSES, ALTHOUGH THEY MAY NOT KNOW HOW TO RECEIVE THE SECRET MEANING OF THE LAW, WHICH IS CONVEYED IN OBSCURE LANGUAGE, WILL NOT MAINTAIN THAT EITHER THE HEAVEN OR THE ANGELS ARE GOD. 
CHAP. VIII. 
AS WE ALLEGE, HOWEVER, THAT HE HAS FALLEN INTO CONFUSION IN CONSEQUENCE OF FALSE NOTIONS WHICH HE HAS IMBIBED, COME AND LET US POINT THEM OUT TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, AND SHOW THAT ALTHOUGH CELSUS CONSIDERS IT TO BE A JEWISH CUSTOM TO BOW DOWN TO THE HEAVEN AND THE ANGELS IN IT, SUCH A PRACTICE IS NOT AT ALL JEWISH, BUT IS IN VIOLATION OF JUDAISM, AS IT ALSO IS TO DO OBEISANCE TO SUN, MOON, AND STARS, AS WELL AS IMAGES. YOU WILL FIND AT LEAST IN THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH THE WORDS OF GOD CENSURING BY THE MOUTH OF THE PROPHET THE JEWISH PEOPLE FOR DOING OBEISANCE TO SUCH OBJECTS, AND FOR SACRIFICING TO THE QUEEN OF HEAVEN, AND TO ALL THE HOST OF HEAVEN. THE WRITINGS OF THE CHRISTIANS, MOREOVER, SHOW, IN CENSURING THE SINS COMMITTED AMONG THE JEWS, THAT WHEN GOD ABANDONED THAT PEOPLE ON ACCOUNT OF CERTAIN SINS, THESE SINS (OF IDOL-WORSHIP) ALSO WERE COMMITTED BY THEM. FOR IT IS RELATED IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES REGARDING THE JEWS, THAT "GOD TURNED, AND GAVE THEM UP TO WORSHIP THE HOST OF HEAVEN; AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE PROPHETS, O YE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, HAVE YE OFFERED TO ME SLAIN BEASTS AND SACRIFICES BY THE SPACE OF FORTY YEARS IN THE WILDERNESS? YEA, YE TOOK UP THE TABERNACLE OF MOLOCH, AND THE STAR OF YOUR GOD REMPHAN, FIGURES WHICH YOU MADE TO WORSHIP THEM." AND IN THE WRITINGS OF PAUL, WHO WAS CAREFULLY TRAINED IN JEWISH CUSTOMS, AND CONVERTED AFTERWARDS TO CHRISTIANITY BY A MIRACULOUS APPEARANCE OF JESUS, THE FOLLOWING WORDS MAY BE READ IN THE EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS: "LET NO MAN BEGUILE YOU OF YOUR REWARD IN A VOLUNTARY HUMILITY AND WORSHIPPING OF ANGELS, INTRUDING INTO THOSE THINGS WHICH HE HATH NOT SEEN, VAINLY PUFFED UP BY HIS FLESHLY MIND; AND NOT HOLDING THE HEAD, FROM WHICH ALL THE BODY BY JOINT AND BANDS HAVING NOURISHMENT MINISTERED, AND KNIT TOGETHER, INCREASETH WITH THE INCREASE OF GOD." BUT CELSUS, HAVING NEITHER READ THESE VERSES, NOR HAVING LEARNED THEIR CONTENTS FROM ANY OTHER SOURCE, HAS REPRESENTED, I KNOW NOT HOW, THE JEWS AS NOT TRANSGRESSING THEIR LAW IN BOWING DOWN TO THE HEAVENS, AND TO THE ANGELS THEREIN. 
CHAP. IX. 
AND STILL CONTINUING A LITTLE CONFUSED, AND NOT TAKING CARE TO SEE WHAT WAS RELEVANT TO THE MATTER, HE EXPRESSED HIS OPINION THAT THE JEWS WERE INDUCED BY THE INCANTATIONS EMPLOYED IN JUGGLERY AND SORCERY (IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH CERTAIN PHANTOMS APPEAR, IN OBEDIENCE TO THE SPELLS EMPLOYED BY THE MAGICIANS) TO BOW DOWN TO THE ANGELS IN HEAVEN, NOT OBSERVING THAT THIS WAS CONTRARY TO THEIR LAW, WHICH SAID TO THEM WHO PRACTICED SUCH OBSERVANCES: "REGARD NOT THEM WHICH HAVE FAMILIAR SPIRITS, NEITHER SEEK AFTER WIZARDS, TO BE DEFILED BY THEM: I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD." HE OUGHT, THEREFORE, EITHER NOT TO HAVE AT ALL ATTRIBUTED THIS PRACTICE TO THE JEWS, SEEING HE HAS OBSERVED THAT THEY KEEP THEIR LAW, AND HAS CALLED THEM "THOSE WHO LIVE ACCORDING TO THEIR LAW;" OR IF HE DID ATTRIBUTE IT, HE OUGHT TO HAVE SHOWN THAT THE JEWS DID THIS IN VIOLATION OF THEIR CODE. BUT AGAIN, AS THEY TRANSGRESS THEIR LAW WHO OFFER WORSHIP TO THOSE WHO ARE SAID TO APPEAR TO THEM WHO ARE INVOLVED IN DARKNESS AND BLINDED BY SORCERY, AND WHO DREAM DREAMS, OWING TO OBSCURE PHANTOMS PRESENTING THEMSELVES; SO ALSO DO THEY TRANSGRESS THE LAW WHO OFFER SACRIFICE TO SUN, MOON, AND STARS. AND THERE IS THUS GREAT INCONSISTENCY IN THE SAME INDIVIDUAL SAYING THAT THE JEWS ARE CAREFUL TO KEEP THEIR LAW BY NOT BOWING DOWN TO SUN, AND MOON, AND STARS, WHILE THEY ARE NOT SO CAREFUL TO KEEP IT IN THE MATTER OF HEAVEN AND THE ANGELS. 
CHAP. X. 
AND IF IT BE NECESSARY FOR US TO OFFER A DEFENSE OF OUR REFUSAL TO RECOGNIZE AS GODS, EQUALLY WITH ANGELS, AND SUN, AND MOON, AND STARS, THOSE WHO ARE CALLED BY THE GREEKS "MANIFEST AND VISIBLE" DIVINITIES, WE SHALL ANSWER THAT THE LAW OF MOSES KNOWS THAT THESE LATTER HAVE BEEN APPORTIONED BY GOD AMONG ALL THE NATIONS UNDER THE HEAVEN, BUT NOT AMONGST THOSE WHO WERE SELECTED BY GOD AS HIS CHOSEN PEOPLE ABOVE ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH. FOR IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY: "AND LEST THOU LIFT UP THINE EYES UNTO HEAVEN, AND WHEN THOU SEEST THE SUN, AND THE MOON, AND THE STARS, EVEN ALL THE HOST OF HEAVEN, SHOULDST BE DRIVEN TO WORSHIP THEM, AND SERVE THEM, WHICH THE LORD THY GOD HATH DIVIDED UNTO ALL NATIONS UNTO THE WHOLE HEAVEN. BUT THE LORD HATH TAKEN US, AND BROUGHT AS FORTH OUT OF THE IRON FURNACE, EVEN OUT OF EGYPT, TO BE UNTO HIM A PEOPLE OF INHERITANCE, AS YE ARE THIS DAY." THE HEBREW PEOPLE, THEN, BEING CALLED BY GOD A "CHOSEN GENERATION, AND A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, AND A HOLY NATION, AND A PURCHASED PEOPLE," REGARDING WHOM IT WAS FORETOLD TO ABRAHAM BY THE [SEXLESS] VOICE OF THE LORD ADDRESSED TO HIM, "LOOK NOW TOWARDS HEAVEN, AND TELL THE STARS, IF THOU BE ABLE TO NUMBER THEM: AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, SO SHALL THY SEED BE;" AND HAVING THUS A HOPE THAT THEY WOULD BECOME AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN, WERE NOT LIKELY TO BOW DOWN TO THOSE OBJECTS WHICH THEY WERE TO RESEMBLE AS A RESULT OF THEIR UNDERSTANDING AND OBSERVING THE LAW OF GOD. FOR IT WAS SAID TO THEM: "THE LORD OUR GOD HATH MULTIPLIED US; AND, BEHOLD, YE ARE THIS DAY AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN FOR MULTITUDE." IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL, ALSO, THE FOLLOWING PROPHECIES ARE FOUND RELATING TO THOSE WHO ARE TO SHARE IN THE RESURRECTION: "AND AT THAT TIME THY PEOPLE SHALL BE DELIVERED, EVERY ONE THAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN IN THE BOOK. AND MANY OF THEM THAT SLEEP IN THE DUST OF THE EARTH SHALL AWAKE, SOME TO EVERLASTING LIFE, AND SOME TO SHAME AND EVERLASTING CONTEMPT. AND THEY THAT BE WISE SHALL SHINE AS THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE FIRMAMENT, AND (THOSE) OF THE MANY RIGHTEOUS AS THE STARS FOR EVER AND EVER," ETC. AND HENCE PAUL, TOO, WHEN SPEAKING OF THE RESURRECTION, SAYS: "AND THERE ARE ALSO CELESTIAL BODIES, AND BODIES TERRESTRIAL: BUT THE GLORY OF THE CELESTIAL IS ONE, AND THE GLORY OF THE TERRESTRIAL IS ANOTHER. THERE IS ONE GLORY OF THE SUN, AND ANOTHER GLORY OF THE MOON, AND ANOTHER GLORY OF THE STARS; FOR ONE-STAR DIFFERETH FROM ANOTHER STAR IN GLORY. SO ALSO, IS THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD." IT WAS NOT THEREFORE CONSONANT TO REASON THAT THOSE WHO HAD BEEN TAUGHT SUBLIMELY TO ASCEND ABOVE ALL CREATED THINGS, AND TO HOPE FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF THE MOST GLORIOUS REWARDS WITH GOD ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR VIRTUOUS LIVES, AND WHO HAD HEARD THE WORDS, "YE ARE THE LIGHT OF I THE WORLD," AND, "LET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE BEFORE MEN, THAT THEY, SEEING YOUR GOOD WORKS, MAY GLORIFY YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN," AND WHO POSSESSED THROUGH PRACTICE THIS BRILLIANT AND UNFADING WISDOM, OR WHO HAD SECURED EVEN THE "VERY REFLECTION OF EVERLASTING LIGHT," SHOULD BE SO IMPRESSED WITH THE (MERE) VISIBLE LIGHT OF SUN, AND MOON, AND STARS, THAT, ON ACCOUNT OF THAT SENSIBLE LIGHT OF THEIRS, THEY SHOULD DEEM THEMSELVES (ALTHOUGH POSSESSED OF SO GREAT A RATIONAL LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE, AND OF THE TRUE LIGHT, AND THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, AND THE LIGHT OF MEN) TO BE SOMEHOW INFERIOR TO THEM, AND TO BOW DOWN TO THEM; SEEING THEY OUGHT TO BE WORSHIPPED, IF THEY ARE TO RECEIVE WORSHIP AT ALL, NOT FOR THE SAKE OF THE SENSIBLE LIGHT WHICH IS ADMIRED BY THE MULTITUDE, BUT BECAUSE OF THE RATIONAL AND TRUE LIGHT, IF INDEED THE STARS IN HEAVEN ARE RATIONAL AND VIRTUOUS BEINGS, AND HAVE BEEN ILLUMINATED WITH THE LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE BY THAT WISDOM WHICH IS THE "REFLECTION OF EVERLASTING LIGHT." FOR THAT SENSIBLE LIGHT OF THEIRS IS THE WORK OF THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, WHILE THAT RATIONAL LIGHT IS DERIVED PERHAPS FROM THE PRINCIPLE OF FREE-WILL WITHIN THEM. 
CHAP. XI. 
BUT EVEN THIS RATIONAL LIGHT ITSELF OUGHT NOT TO BE WORSHIPPED BY HIM WHO BEHOLDS AND UNDERSTANDS THE TRUE LIGHT, BY SHARING IN WHICH THESE ALSO ARE ENLIGHTENED; NOR BY HIM WHO BEHOLDS GOD, THE FATHER OF THE TRUE LIGHT, OF WHOM IT HAS BEEN SAID, "GOD IS LIGHT, AND IN HIM THERE IS NO DARKNESS AT ALL." THOSE, INDEED, WHO WORSHIP SUN, MOON, AND STARS BECAUSE THEIR LIGHT IS VISIBLE AND CELESTIAL, WOULD NOT BOW DOWN TO A SPARK OF FIRE OR A LAMP UPON EARTH, BECAUSE THEY SEE THE INCOMPARABLE SUPERIORITY OF THOSE OBJECTS WHICH ARE DEEMED WORTHY OF HOMAGE TO THE LIGHT OF SPARKS AND LAMPS. SO THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND THAT GOD IS LIGHT, AND WHO HAVE APPREHENDED THAT THE SON OF GOD IS "THE TRUE LIGHT WHICH LIGHTETH EVERY MAN THAT COMETH INTO THE WORLD," AND WHO COMPREHEND ALSO HOW HE SAYS, "I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD," WOULD NOT RATIONALLY OFFER WORSHIP TO THAT WHICH IS, AS IT WERE, A SPARK IN SUN, MOON, AND STARS, IN COMPARISON WITH GOD, WHO IS LIGHT OF THE TRUE LIGHT. NOR IS IT WITH A VIEW TO DEPRECIATE THESE GREAT WORKS OF GOD'S CREATIVE POWER, OR TO CALL THEM, AFTER THE FASHION OF ANAXAGORAS, "FIERY MASSES," THAT WE THUS SPEAK OF SUN, AND MOON, AND STARS; BUT BECAUSE WE PERCEIVE THE INEXPRESSIBLE SUPERIORITY OF THE DIVINITY OF GOD, AND THAT OF HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, WHICH SURPASSES ALL OTHER THINGS. AND BEING PERSUADED THAT THE SUN HIMSELF, AND MOON, AND STARS PRAY TO THE SUPREME GOD THROUGH HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, WE JUDGE IT IMPROPER TO PRAY TO THOSE BEINGS WHO THEMSELVES OFFER UP PRAYERS (TO GOD), SEEING EVEN THEY THEMSELVES WOULD PREFER THAT WE SHOULD SEND UP OUR REQUESTS TO THE GOD TO WHOM THEY PRAY, RATHER THAN SEND THEM DOWNWARDS TO THEMSELVES, OR APPORTION OUR POWER OF PRAYER BETWEEN GOD AND THEM. AND HERE I MAY EMPLOY THIS ILLUSTRATION, AS BEATING UPON THIS POINT: OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, HEATING HIMSELF ON ONE OCCASION ADDRESSED AS "GOOD MASTER," REFERRING HIM WHO USED IT TO HIS OWN FATHER, SAID, "WHY CALLEST THOU ME GOOD? THERE IS NONE GOOD BUT ONE, THAT IS, GOD THE FATHER." AND SINCE IT WAS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SOUND REASON THAT THIS SHOULD BE SAID BY THE SON OF HIS FATHER'S LOVE, AS BEING THE IMAGE OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD, WHY SHOULD NOT THE SUN SAY WITH GREATER REASON TO THOSE THAT BOW DOWN TO HIM, WHY DO YOU WORSHIP ME? "FOR THOU WILT WORSHIP THE LORD THY GOD, AND HIM ONLY SHALT THOU SERVE;" FOR IT IS HE WHOM I AND ALL WHO ARE WITH ME SERVE AND WORSHIP. AND ALTHOUGH ONE MAY NOT BE SO EXALTED (AS THE SUN), NEVERTHELESS LET SUCH AN ONE PRAYS TO THE WORD OF GOD (WHO IS ABLE TO HEAL HIM), AND STILL MORE TO HIS FATHER, WHO ALSO TO THE RIGHTEOUS OF FORMER TIMES "SENT HIS WORD, AND HEALED THEM, AND DELIVERED THEM FROM THEIR DESTRUCTIONS." 
CHAP. XII. 
GOD ACCORDINGLY, IN HIS KINDNESS, CONDESCENDS TO MANKIND, NOT IN ANY LOCAL SENSE, BUT THROUGH HIS PROVIDENCE; WHILE THE SON OF GOD, NOT ONLY (WHEN ON EARTH), BUT AT ALL TIMES, IS WITH HIS OWN DISCIPLES, FULFILLING THE PROMISE, "LO, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, EVEN TO THE END OF THE WORLD." AND IF A BRANCH CANNOT BEAR FRUIT EXCEPT IT ABIDE IN THE VINE, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE DISCIPLES ALSO OF THE WORD, WHO ARE THE RATIONAL BRANCHES OF THE WORD'S TRUE VINE, CANNOT PRODUCE THE FRUITS OF VIRTUE UNLESS THEY ABIDE IN THE TRUE VINE, THE CHRIST OF GOD, WHO IS WITH US LOCALLY HERE BELOW UPON THE EARTH, AND WHO IS WITH THOSE WHO CLEAVE TO HIM IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD, AND IS ALSO IN ALL PLACES WITH THOSE WHO DO NOT KNOW HIM. ANOTHER IS MADE MANIFEST BY THAT JOHN WHO WROTE THE GOSPEL, WHEN, SPEAKING IN THE PERSON OF JOHN THE BAPTIST, HE SAID, "THERE STANDETH ONE AMONG YOU WHOM YE KNOW NOT; HE IT IS WHO COMETH AFTER ME." AND IT IS ABSURD, WHEN HE WHO FILLS HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND WHO SAID, "DO I NOT FILL HEAVEN AND EARTH? SAITH THE LORD," IS WITH US, AND NEAR US (FOR I BELIEVE HIM WHEN HE SAYS, "I AM A GOD NIGH AT HAND, AND NOT AFAR OFF, SAITH THE LORD" TO SEEK TO PRAY TO SUN OR MOON, OR ONE OF THE STARS, WHOSE INFLUENCE DOES NOT REACH THE WHOLE OF THE WORLD. BUT, TO USE THE VERY WORDS OF CELSUS, LET IT BE GRANTED THAT "THE SUN, MOON, AND STARS DO FORETELL RAIN, AND HEAT, AND CLOUDS, AND THUNDERS," WHY, THEN, IF THEY REALLY DO FORETELL SUCH GREAT THINGS, OUGHT WE NOT RATHER TO DO HOMAGE TO GOD, WHOSE SERVANT THEY ARE IN UTTERING THESE PREDICTIONS, AND SHOW REVERENCE TO HIM RATHER THAN HIS PROPHETS? LET THEM PREDICT, THEN, THE APPROACH OF LIGHTNINGS, AND FRUITS, AND ALL MANNER OF PRODUCTIONS, AND LET ALL SUCH THINGS BE UNDER THEIR ADMINISTRATION; YET WE SHALL NOT ON THAT ACCOUNT WORSHIP THOSE WHO THEMSELVES OFFER WORSHIP, AS WE DO NOT WORSHIP EVEN MOSES, AND THOSE PROPHETS WHO CAME FROM GOD AFTER HIM, AND WHO PREDICTED BETTER THINGS THAN RAIN, AND HEAT, AND CLOUDS, AND THUNDERS, AND LIGHTNINGS, AND FRUITS, AND ALL SORTS OF PRODUCTIONS VISIBLE TO THE SENSES. NAY, EVEN IF SUN, AND MOON, AND STARS WERE ABLE TO PROPHESY BETTER THINGS THAN RAIN, NOT EVEN THEN SHALL WE WORSHIP THEM, BUT THE FATHER OF THE PROPHECIES WHICH ARE IN THEM, AND THE WORD OF GOD, THEIR MINISTER. BUT GRANT THAT THEY ARE HIS HERALDS, AND TRULY MESSENGERS OF HEAVEN, WHY, EVEN THEN OUGHT WE NOT TO WORSHIP THE GOD WHOM THEY ONLY PROCLAIM AND ANNOUNCE, RATHER THAN THOSE WHO ARE THE HERALDS AND MESSENGERS? 
CHAP. XIII. 
CELSUS, MOREOVER, ASSUMES THAT SUN, AND MOON, AND STARS ARE REGARDED BY US AS OF NO ACCOUNT. NOW, WITH REGARD TO THESE, WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THEY TOO ARE "WAITING FOR THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SONS OF GOD," BEING FOR THE PRESENT SUBJECTED TO THE "VANITY" OF THEIR MATERIAL BODIES, "BY REASON OF HIM WHO HAS SUBJECTED THE SAME IN HOPE." BUT IF CELSUS HAD READ THE INNUMERABLE OTHER PASSAGES WHERE WE SPEAK OF SUN, MOON, AND STARS, AND ESPECIALLY THESE, "PRAISE HIM, ALL YE STARS, AND THOU, O LIGHT," AND, "PRAISE HIM, YE HEAVEN OF HEAVENS,"--HE WOULD NOT HAVE SAID OF US THAT WE REGARD SUCH MIGHTY BEINGS, WHICH "GREATLY PRAISE" THE LORD GOD, AS OF NO ACCOUNT. NOR DID CELSUS KNOW THE PASSAGE: "FOR THE EARNEST EXPECTATION OF THE CREATURE WAITETH FOR THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SONS OF GOD. FOR THE CREATURE WAS MADE SUBJECT TO VANITY, NOT WILLINGLY, BUT BY REASON OF HIM WHO HATH SUBJECTED THE SAME IN HOPE; BECAUSE THE CREATURE ITSELF ALSO SHALL BE DELIVERED FROM THE BONDAGE OF CORRUPTION INTO THE GLORIOUS LIBERTY OF THE CHILDREN OF GOD." AND WITH THESE WORDS LET US TERMINATE OUR DEFENSE AGAINST THE CHARGE OF NOT WORSHIPPING SUN, MOON, AND STARS. AND LET US NOW BRING FORWARD THOSE STATEMENTS OF HIS WHICH FOLLOW, THAT WE MAY, GOD WILLING, ADDRESS TO HIM IN REPLY SUCH ARGUMENTS AS SHALL BE SUGGESTED BY THE LIGHT OF TRUTH. 
CHAP. XIV. 
THE FOLLOWING, THEN, ARE HIS WORDS: "IT IS FOLLY ON THEIR PART TO SUPPOSE THAT WHEN GOD, AS IF HE WERE A COOK, INTRODUCES THE FIRE (WHICH IS TO CONSUME THE WORLD), ALL THE REST OF THE HUMAN RACE WILL BE BURNT UP, WHILE THEY ALONE WILL REMAIN, NOT ONLY SUCH OF THEM AS ARE THEN ALIVE, BUT ALSO THOSE WHO ARE LONG SINCE DEAD, WHICH LATTER WILL ARISE FROM THE EARTH CLOTHED WITH THE SELF-SAME FLESH (AS DURING LIFE); FOR SUCH A HOPE IS SIMPLY ONE WHICH MIGHT BE CHERISHED BY WORMS. FOR WHAT SORT OF HUMAN SOUL IS THAT WHICH WOULD STILL LONG FOR A BODY THAT HAD BEEN SUBJECT TO CORRUPTION? WHENCE, ALSO, THIS OPINION OF YOURS IS NOT SHARED BY SOME OF THE CHRISTIANS, AND THEY PRONOUNCE IT TO BE EXCEEDINGLY VILE, AND LOATHSOME, AND IMPOSSIBLE; FOR WHAT KIND OF BODY IS THAT WHICH, AFTER BEING COMPLETELY CORRUPTED, CAN RETURN TO ITS ORIGINAL NATURE, AND TO THAT SELF-SAME FIRST CONDITION OUT OF WHICH IT FELL INTO DISSOLUTION? BEING UNABLE TO RETURN ANY ANSWER, THEY BETAKE THEMSELVES TO A MOST ABSURD REFUGE, VIZ., THAT ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE TO GOD. AND YET GOD CANNOT DO THINGS THAT ARE DISGRACEFUL, NOR DOES HE WISH TO DO THINGS THAT ARE CONTRARY TO HIS NATURE; NOR, IF (IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WICKEDNESS OF YOUR OWN HEART) YOU DESIRED ANYTHING THAT WAS EVIL, WOULD GOD ACCOMPLISH IT; NOR MUST YOU BELIEVE AT ONCE THAT IT WILL BE DONE. FOR GOD DOES NOT RULE THE WORLD IN ORDER TO SATISFY INORDINATE DESIRES, OR TO ALLOW DISORDER AND CONFUSION, BUT TO GOVERN A NATURE THAT IS UPRIGHT AND JUST. FOR THE SOUL, INDEED, HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE AN EVERLASTING LIFE; WHILE DEAD BODIES, ON THE CONTRARY, ARE, AS HERACLITUS OBSERVES, MORE WORTHLESS THAN DUNG. GOD, HOWEVER, NEITHER CAN NOR WILL DECLARE, CONTRARY TO ALL REASON, THAT THE FLESH, WHICH IS FULL OF THOSE THINGS WHICH IT IS NOT EVEN HONORABLE TO MENTION, IS TO EXIST FOR EVER. FOR HE IS THE REASON OF ALL THINGS THAT EXIST, AND THEREFORE CAN DO NOTHING EITHER CONTRARY TO REASON OR CONTRARY TO HIMSELF." 
CHAP. XV. 
OBSERVE, NOW, HERE AT THE VERY BEGINNING, HOW, IN RIDICULING THE DOCTRINE OF A CONFLAGRATION OF THE WORLD, HELD BY CERTAIN OF THE GREEKS WHO HAVE TREATED THE SUBJECT IN A PHILOSOPHIC SPIRIT NOT TO BE DEPRECIATED, HE WOULD MAKE US, "REPRESENTING GOD, AS IT WERE, AS A COOK, HOLD THE BELIEF IN A GENERAL CONFLAGRATION;" NOT PERCEIVING THAT, AS CERTAIN GREEKS WERE OF OPINION (PERHAPS HAVING RECEIVED THEIR INFORMATION FROM THE ANCIENT NATION OF THE HEBREWS), IT IS A PURIFICATORY FIRE WHICH IS BROUGHT UPON THE WORLD, AND PROBABLY ALSO ON EACH ONE OF THOSE WHO STAND IN NEED OF CHASTISEMENT BY THE FIRE AND HEALING AT THE SAME TIME, SEEING IT BURNS INDEED, BUT DOES NOT CONSUME, THOSE WHO ARE WITHOUT A MATERIAL BODY, WHICH NEEDS TO BE CONSUMED BY THAT FIRE, AND WHICH BURNS AND CONSUMES THOSE WHO BY THEIR ACTIONS, WORDS, AND THOUGHTS HAVE BUILT UP WOOD, OR HAY, OR STUBBLE, IN THAT WHICH IS FIGURATIVELY TERMED A "BUILDING." AND THE HOLY SCRIPTURES SAY THAT THE LORD WILL, LIKE A REFINER'S FIRE AND FULLERS' SOAP, VISIT EACH ONE OF THOSE WHO REQUIRE PURIFICATION, BECAUSE OF THE INTERMINGLING IN THEM OF A FLOOD OF WICKED MATTER PROCEEDING FROM THEIR EVIL NATURE; WHO NEED FIRE, I MEAN, TO REFINE, AS IT WERE, (THE DROSS OF) THOSE WHO ARE INTERMINGLED WITH COPPER, AND TIN, AND LEAD. AND HE WHO LIKES MAY LEARN THIS FROM THE PROPHET EZEKIEL. BUT THAT WE SAY THAT GOD BRINGS FIRE UPON THE WORLD, NOT LIKE A COOK, BUT LIKE A GOD, WHO IS THE BENEFACTOR OF THEM WHO STAND IN NEED OF THE DISCIPLINE OF FIRE, WILL BE TESTIFIED BY THE PROPHET ISAIAH, IN WHOSE WRITINGS IT IS RELATED THAT A SINFUL NATION WAS THUS ADDRESSED: "BECAUSE THOU HAST COALS OF FIRE, SIT UPON THEM: THEY SHALL BE TO THEE A HELP." NOW THE SCRIPTURE IS APPROPRIATELY ADAPTED TO THE MULTITUDES OF THOSE WHO ARE TO PERUSE IT, BECAUSE IT SPEAKS OBSCURELY OF THINGS THAT ARE SAD AND GLOOMY, IN ORDER TO TERRIFY THOSE WHO CANNOT BY ANY OTHER MEANS BE SAVED FROM THE FLOOD OF THEIR SINS, ALTHOUGH EVEN THEN THE ATTENTIVE READER WILL DEARLY DISCOVER THE END THAT IS TO BE ACCOMPLISHED BY THESE SAD AND PAINFUL PUNISHMENTS UPON THOSE WHO ENDURE THEM. IT IS SUFFICIENT, HOWEVER, FOR THE PRESENT TO QUOTE THE WORDS OF ISAIAH: "FOR MY NAME'S SAKE WILL I SHOW MINE ANGER, AND MY GLORY I WILL BRING UPON THEE, THAT I MAY NOT DESTROY THEE." WE HAVE THUS BEEN UNDER THE NECESSITY OF REFERRING IN OBSCURE TERMS TO QUESTIONS NOT FITTED TO THE CAPACITY OF SIMPLE BELIEVERS, WHO REQUIRE A SIMPLER INSTRUCTION IN WORDS, THAT WE MIGHT NOT APPEAR TO LEAVE UNREFUTED THE ACCUSATION OF CELSUS, THAT "GOD INTRODUCES THE FIRE (WHICH IS TO DESTROY THE WORLD), AS IF HE WERE A COOK." 
CHAP. XVI. 
FROM WHAT HAS BEEN SAID, IT WILL BE MANIFEST TO INTELLIGENT HEARERS HOW WE HAVE TO ANSWER THE FOLLOWING: "ALL THE REST OF THE RACE WILL BE COMPLETELY BURNT UP, AND THEY ALONE WILL REMAIN." IT IS NOT TO BE WONDERED AT, INDEED, IF SUCH THOUGHTS HAVE BEEN ENTERTAINED BY THOSE AMONGST US WHO ARE CALLED IN SCRIPTURE THE "FOOLISH THINGS" OF THE WORLD, AND "BASE THINGS," AND "THINGS WHICH ARE DESPISED," AND "THINGS WHICH ARE NOT," BECAUSE "BY THE FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING IT PLEASED GOD TO SAVE THEM THAT BELIEVE ON HIM, AFTER THAT, IN THE WISDOM OF GOD, THE WORLD BY WISDOM KNEW NOT GOD,"--BECAUSE SUCH INDIVIDUALS ARE UNABLE TO SEE DISTINCTLY THE SENSE OF EACH PARTICULAR PASSAGE, OR UNWILLING TO DEVOTE THE NECESSARY LEISURE TO THE INVESTIGATION OF SCRIPTURE, NOTWITHSTANDING THE INJUNCTION OF JESUS, "SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES." THE FOLLOWING, MOREOVER, ARE HIS IDEAS REGARDING THE FIRE WHICH IS TO BE BROUGHT UPON THE WORLD BY GOD, AND THE PUNISHMENTS WHICH ARE TO BEFALL SINNERS. AND PERHAPS, AS IT IS APPROPRIATE TO CHILDREN THAT SOME THINGS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THEM IN A MANNER BEFITTING THEIR INFANTILE CONDITION, TO CONVERT THEM, AS BEING OF VERY TENDER AGE, TO A BETTER COURSE OF LIFE; SO, TO THOSE WHOM THE WORD TERMS "THE FOOLISH THINGS OF THE WORLD," AND "THE BASE," AND "THE DESPISED," THE JUST AND OBVIOUS MEANING OF THE PASSAGES RELATING TO PUNISHMENTS IS SUITABLE, INASMUCH AS THEY CANNOT RECEIVE ANY OTHER MODE OF CONVERSION THAN THAT WHICH IS BY FEAR AND THE PRESENTATION OF PUNISHMENT, AND THUS BE SAVED FROM THE MANY EVILS (WHICH WOULD BEFALL THEM). THE SCRIPTURE ACCORDINGLY DECLARES THAT ONLY THOSE WHO ARE UNSCATHED BY THE FIRE AND THE PUNISHMENTS ARE TO REMAIN,--THOSE, VIZ., WHOSE OPINIONS, AND MORALS, AND MIND HAVE BEEN PURIFIED TO THE HIGHEST DEGREE; WHILE, ON THE OTHER HAND, THOSE OF A DIFFERENT NATURE--THOSE, VIZ., WHO, ACCORDING TO THEIR DESERTS, REQUIRE THE ADMINISTRATION OF PUNISHMENT BY FIRE--WILL BE INVOLVED IN THESE SUFFERINGS WITH A VIEW TO AN END WHICH IT IS SUITABLE FOR GOD TO BRING UPON THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CREATED IN HIS IMAGE, BUT WHO HAVE LIVED IN OPPOSITION TO THE WILL OF THAT NATURE WHICH IS ACCORDING TO HIS IMAGE. AND THIS IS OUR ANSWER TO THE STATEMENT, "ALL THE REST OF THE RACE WILL BE COMPLETELY BURNT UP, BUT THEY ALONE ARE TO REMAIN." 
CHAP. XVII. 
THEN, IN THE NEXT PLACE, HAVING EITHER HIMSELF MISUNDERSTOOD THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, OR THOSE (INTERPRETERS) BY WHOM THEY WERE NOT UNDERSTOOD, HE PROCEEDS TO ASSERT THAT "IT IS SAID BY US THAT THERE WILL REMAIN AT THE TIME OF THE VISITATION WHICH IS TO COME UPON THE WORLD BY THE FIRE OF PURIFICATION, NOT ONLY THOSE WHO ARE THEN ALIVE, BUT ALSO THOSE WHO ARE LONG AGO DEAD;" NOT OBSERVING THAT IT IS WITH A SECRET KIND OF WISDOM THAT IT WAS SAID BY THE APOSTLE OF JESUS: "WE SHALL NOT ALL SLEEP, BUT WE SHALL ALL BE CHANGED, IN A MOMENT, IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE, AT THE LAST TRUMP; FOR THE TRUMPET SHALL SOUND, AND THE DEAD SHALL BE RAISED INCORRUPTIBLE, AND WE SHALL BE CHANGED." NOW HE OUGHT TO HAVE NOTICED WHAT WAS THE MEANING OF HIM WHO UTTERED THESE WORDS, AS BEING ONE WHO WAS BY NO MEANS DEAD, WHO MADE A DISTINCTION BETWEEN HIMSELF AND THOSE LIKE HIM AND THE DEAD, AND WHO SAID AFTERWARDS, "THE DEAD SHALL BE RAISED INCORRUPTIBLE," AND "WE SHALL BE CHANGED." AND AS A PROOF THAT SUCH WAS THE APOSTLE'S MEANING IN WRITING THOSE WORDS WHICH I HAVE QUOTED FROM THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, I WILL QUOTE ALSO FROM THE FIRST TO THE THESSALONIANS, IN WHICH PAUL, AS ONE WHO IS ALIVE AND AWAKE, AND DIFFERENT FROM THOSE WHO ARE ASLEEP, SPEAKS AS FOLLOWS: "FOR THIS WE SAY UNTO YOU BY THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD, THAT WE WHO ARE ALIVE AND REMAIN UNTO THE COMING OF THE LORD, SHALL NOT PREVENT THEM WHO ARE ASLEEP; FOR THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL DESCEND FROM HEAVEN WITH A SHOUT, WITH THE VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL, AND WITH THE TRUMP OF GOD." THEN, AGAIN, AFTER THIS, KNOWING THAT THERE WERE OTHERS DEAD IN CHRIST BESIDES HIMSELF AND SUCH AS HE, HE SUBJOINS THE WORDS, "THE DEAD IN CHRIST SHALL RISE FIRST; THEN WE WHO ARE ALIVE AND REMAIN SHALL BE CAUGHT UP TOGETHER WITH THEM IN THE CLOUDS, TO MEET THE LORD IN THE AIR." 
CHAP. XVIII. 
BUT SINCE HE HAS RIDICULED AT GREAT LENGTH THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH, WHICH HAS BEEN PREACHED IN THE CHURCHES, AND WHICH IS MORE CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD BY THE MORE INTELLIGENT BELIEVER; AND AS IT IS UNNECESSARY AGAIN TO QUOTE HIS WORDS, WHICH HAVE BEEN ALREADY ADDUCED, LET US, WITH REGARD TO THE PROBLEM (AS IN AN APOLOGETIC WORK DIRECTED AGAINST AN ALIEN FROM THE FAITH, AND FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO ARE STILL "CHILDREN, TOSSED TO AND FRO, AND CARRIED ABOUT WITH EVERY WIND OF DOCTRINE, BY THE SLEIGHT OF MEN, AND CUNNING CRAFTINESS, WHEREBY THEY LIE IN WAIT TO DECEIVE"), STATE AND ESTABLISH TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY A FEW POINTS EXPRESSLY INTENDED FOR OUR READERS. NEITHER WE, THEN, NOR THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, ASSERT THAT WITH THE SAME BODIES, WITHOUT A CHANGE TO A HIGHER CONDITION, "SHALL THOSE WHO WERE LONG DEAD ARISE FROM THE EARTH AND LIVE AGAIN;" FOR IN SO SPEAKING, CELSUS MAKES A FALSE CHARGE AGAINST US. FOR WE MAY LISTEN TO MANY PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE TREATING OF THE RESURRECTION IN A MANNER WORTHY OF GOD, ALTHOUGH IT MAY, SUFFICE FOR THE PRESENT TO QUOTE THE LANGUAGE OF PAUL FROM THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, WHERE HE SAYS: "BUT SOME MAN WILL SAY, HOW ARE THE DEAD RAISED UP? AND WITH WHAT BODY DO THEY COME? THOU FOOL, THAT WHICH THOU SOWEST IS NOT QUICKENED, EXCEPT IT DIE. AND THAT WHICH THOU SOWEST, THOU SOWEST NOT THAT BODY THAT SHALL BE, BUT BARE GRAIN, IT MAY CHANCE OF WHEAT, OR OF SOME OTHER GRAIN; BUT GOD GIVETH IT A BODY AS IT HATH PLEASED HIM, AND TO EVERY SEED HIS OWN BODY." NOW, OBSERVE HOW IN THESE WORDS HE SAYS THAT THERE IS SOWN, "NOT THAT BODY THAT SHALL BE;" BUT THAT OF THE BODY WHICH IS SOWN AND CAST NAKED INTO THE EARTH (GOD GIVING TO EACH SEED ITS OWN BODY), THERE TAKES PLACE AS IT WERE A RESURRECTION: FROM THE SEED THAT WAS EAST INTO THE GROUND THERE ARISING A STALK, E.G., AMONG SUCH PLANTS AS THE FOLLOWING, VIZ., THE MUSTARD PLANT, OR OF A LARGER TREE, AS IN THE OLIVE, OR ONE OF THE FRUIT-TREES. 
CHAP. XIX. 
GOD, THEN, GIVES TO EACH THING ITS OWN BODY AS HE PLEASES: AS IN THE CASE OF PLANTS THAT ARE SOWN, SO ALSO IN THE CASE OF THOSE BEINGS WHO ARE, AS IT WERE, SOWN IN DYING, AND WHO IN DUE TIME RECEIVE, OUT OF WHAT HAS BEEN "SOWN," THE BODY ASSIGNED BY GOD TO EACH ONE ACCORDING TO HIS DESERTS. AND WE MAY HEAR, MOREOVER, THE SCRIPTURE TEACHING US AT GREAT LENGTH THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THAT WHICH IS, AS IT WERE, "SOWN," AND THAT WHICH IS, AS IT WERE, "RAISED" FROM IT IN THESE WORDS: "IT IS SOWN IN CORRUPTION, IT IS RAISED IN INCORRUPTION; IT IS SOWN IN DISHONOR, IT IS RAISED IN GLORY; IT IS SOWN IN WEAKNESS, IT IS RAISED IN POWER; IT IS SOWN A NATURAL BODY, IT IS RAISED A SPIRITUAL BODY." AND LET HIM WHO HAS THE CAPACITY UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF THE WORDS: "AS IS THE EARTHY, SUCH ARE THEY ALSO THAT ARE EARTHY; AND AS IS THE HEAVENLY, SUCH ARE THEY ALSO THAT ARE HEAVENLY. AND AS WE HAVE BORNE THE IMAGE OF THE EARTHY, WE SHALL ALSO BEAR THE IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY." AND ALTHOUGH THE APOSTLE WISHED TO CONCEAL THE SECRET MEANING OF THE PASSAGE, WHICH WAS NOT ADAPTED TO THE SIMPLER CLASS OF BELIEVERS, AND TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE COMMON PEOPLE, WHO ARE LED BY THEIR FAITH TO ENTER ON A BETTER COURSE OF LIFE, HE WAS NEVERTHELESS OBLIGED AFTERWARDS TO SAY (IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT NOT MISAPPREHEND HIS MEANING), AFTER "LET US BEAR THE IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY," THESE WORDS ALSO: "NOW THIS I SAY, BRETHREN, THAT FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD; NEITHER DOTH CORRUPTION INHERIT INCORRUPTION." THEN, KNOWING THAT THERE WAS A SECRET AND MYSTICAL MEANING IN THE PASSAGE, AS WAS BECOMING IN ONE WHO WAS LEAVING, IN HIS EPISTLES, TO THOSE WHO WERE TO COME AFTER HIM WORDS FULL OF SIGNIFICANCE, HE SUBJOINS THE FOLLOWING, "BEHOLD, I SHOW YOU A MYSTERY;" WHICH IS HIS USUAL STYLE IN INTRODUCING MATTERS OF A PROFOUNDER AND MORE MYSTICAL NATURE, AND SUCH AS ARE FITTINGLY CONCEALED FROM THE MULTITUDE, AS IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF TOBIT: "IT IS GOOD TO KEEP CLOSE THE SECRET OF A KING, BUT HONORABLE TO REVEAL THE WORKS OF GOD,"--IN A WAY CONSISTENT WITH TRUTH AND GOD'S GLORY, AND SO AS TO BE TO THE ADVANTAGE OF THE MULTITUDE. OUR HOPE, THEN, IS NOT" THE HOPE OF WORMS, NOR DOES OUR SOUL LONG FOR A BODY THAT HAS SEEN CORRUPTION;" FOR ALTHOUGH IT MAY REQUIRE A BODY, FOR THE SAKE OF MOVING FROM PLACE TO PLACE, YET IT UNDERSTANDS--AS HAVING MEDITATED ON THE WISDOM (THAT IS FROM ABOVE), AGREEABLY TO THE DECLARATION, "THE MOUTH OF THE RIGHTEOUS WILL SPEAK WISDOM"--THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE "EARTHLY HOUSE," IN WHICH IS THE TABERNACLE OF THE BUILDING THAT IS TO BE DISSOLVED, AND THAT IN WHICH THE RIGHTEOUS DO GROAN, BEING BURDENED,--NOT WISHING TO "PUT OFF" THE TABERNACLE, BUT TO BE "CLOTHED THEREWITH," THAT BY BEING CLOTHED UPON, MORTALITY MIGHT BE SWALLOWED UP OF LIFE. FOR, IN VIRTUE OF THE WHOLE NATURE OF THE BODY BEING CORRUPTIBLE, THE CORRUPTIBLE TABERNACLE MUST PUT ON INCORRUPTION; AND ITS OTHER PART, BEING MORTAL, AND BECOMING LIABLE TO THE DEATH WHICH FOLLOWS SIN, MUST PUT ON IMMORTALITY, IN ORDER THAT, WHEN THE CORRUPTIBLE SHALL HAVE PUT ON INCORRUPTION, AND THE MORTAL IMMORTALITY, THEN SHALL COME TO PASS WHAT WAS PREDICTED OF OLD BY THE PROPHETS,--THE ANNIHILATION OF THE "VICTORY" OF DEATH (BECAUSE IT HAD CONQUERED AND SUBJECTED US TO HIS SWAY), AND OF ITS "STING," WITH WHICH IT STINGS THE IMPERFECTLY DEFENDED SOUL, AND INFLICTS UPON IT THE WOUNDS WHICH RESULT FROM SIN. 
CHAP. XX. 
BUT SINCE OUR VIEWS REGARDING THE RESURRECTION HAVE, AS FAR AS TIME WOULD PERMIT, BEEN STATED IN PART ON THE PRESENT OCCASION (FOR WE HAVE SYSTEMATICALLY EXAMINED THE SUBJECT IN GREATER DETAIL IN OTHER PARTS OF OUR WRITINGS); AND AS NOW WE MUST BY MEANS OF SOUND REASONING REFUTE THE FALLACIES OF CELSUS, WHO NEITHER UNDERSTANDS THE MEANING OF OUR SCRIPTURE, NOR HAS THE CAPACITY OF JUDGING THAT THE MEANING OF OUR WISE MEN IS NOT TO BE DETERMINED BY THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO MAKE NO PROFESSION OF ANYTHING MORE THAN OF A (SIMPLE) FAITH IN THE CHRISTIAN SYSTEM, LET US SHOW THAT MEN, NOT TO BE LIGHTLY ESTEEMED ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR REASONING POWERS AND DIALECTIC SUBTLETIES, HAVE GIVEN EXPRESSION TO VERY ABSURD OPINIONS. AND IF WE MUST SNEER AT THEM AS CONTEMPTIBLE OLD WIVES' FABLES, IT IS AT THEM RATHER THAN AT OUR NARRATIVE THAT WE MUST SNEER. THE DISCIPLES OF THE PORCH ASSERT, THAT AFTER A PERIOD OF YEARS THERE WILL BE A CONFLAGRATION OF THE WORLD, AND AFTER THAT AN ARRANGEMENT OF THINGS IN WHICH EVERYTHING WILL BE UNCHANGED, AS COMPARED WITH THE FORMER ARRANGEMENT OF THE WORLD. THOSE OF THEM, HOWEVER, WHO EVINCED THEIR RESPECT FOR THIS DOCTRINE HAVE SAID THAT THERE WILL BE A CHANGE, ALTHOUGH EXCEEDINGLY SLIGHT, AT THE END OF THE CYCLE, FROM WHAT PREVAILED DURING THE PRECEDING. AND THESE MEN MAINTAIN, THAT IN THE SUCCEEDING CYCLE THE SAME THINGS WILL OCCUR, AND SOCRATES WILL BE AGAIN THE SON OF SOPHRONISCUS, AND A NATIVE OF ATHENS; AND PHAENARETE, BEING MARRIED TO SOPHRONISCUS, WILL AGAIN BECOME HIS MOTHER. AND ALTHOUGH THEY DO NOT MENTION THE WORD "RESURRECTION," THEY SHOW IN REALITY THAT SOCRATES, WHO DERIVED HIS ORIGIN FROM SEED, WILL SPRING FROM THAT OF SOPHRONISCUS, AND WILL BE FASHIONED IN THE WOMB OF PHAENARETE; AND BEING BROUGHT UP AT ATHENS, WILL PRACTISE THE STUDY OF PHILOSOPHY, AS IF HIS FORMER PHILOSOPHY HAD ARISEN AGAIN, AND WERE TO BE IN NO RESPECT DIFFERENT FROM WHAT IT WAS BEFORE. ANYTUS AND MELITUS, TOO, WILL ARISE AGAIN AS ACCUSERS OF SOCRATES, AND THE COUNCIL OF AREOPAGUS WILL CONDEMN HIM TO DEATH! BUT WHAT IS MORE RIDICULOUS STILL, IS THAT SOCRATES WILL CLOTHE HIMSELF WITH GARMENTS NOT AT ALL DIFFERENT FROM THOSE WHICH HE WORE DURING THE FORMER CYCLE, AND WILL LIVE IN THE SAME UNCHANGED STATE OF POVERTY, AND IN THE SAME UNCHANGED CITY OF ATHENS! AND PHALARIS WILL AGAIN PLAY THE TYRANT, AND HIS BRAZEN BULL WILL POUR FORTH ITS BELLOWINGS FROM THE VOICES OF VICTIMS WITHIN, UNCHANGED FROM THOSE WHO WERE CONDEMNED IN THE FORMER CYCLE! AND ALEXANDER OF PHERAE, TOO, WILL AGAIN ACT THE TYRANT WITH A CRUELTY UNALTERED FROM THE FORMER TIME, AND WILL CONDEMN TO DEATH THE SAME "UNCHANGED" INDIVIDUALS AS BEFORE. BUT WHAT NEED IS THERE TO GO INTO DETAIL UPON THE DOCTRINE HELD BY THE STOIC PHILOSOPHERS ON SUCH THINGS, AND WHICH ESCAPES THE RIDICULE OF CELSUS, AND IS PERHAPS EVEN VENERATED BY HIM, SINCE HE REGARDS ZENO AS A WISER MAN THAN JESUS? 
CHAP. XXI. 
THE DISCIPLES OF PYTHAGORAS, TOO, AND OF PLATO, ALTHOUGH THEY APPEAR TO HOLD THE INCORRUPTIBILITY OF THE WORLD, YET FALL INTO SIMILAR ERRORS. FOR AS THE PLANETS, AFTER CERTAIN DEFINITE CYCLES, ASSUME THE SAME POSITIONS, AND HOLD THE SAME RELATIONS TO ONE ANOTHER, ALL THINGS ON EARTH WILL, THEY ASSERT, BE LIKE WHAT THEY WERE AT THE TIME WHEN THE SAME STATE OF PLANETARY RELATIONS EXISTED IN THE WORLD. FROM THIS VIEW IT NECESSARILY FOLLOWS, THAT WHEN, AFTER THE LAPSE OF A LENGTHENED CYCLE, THE PLANETS COME TO OCCUPY TOWARDS EACH OTHER THE SAME RELATIONS WHICH THEY OCCUPIED IN THE TIME OF SOCRATES, SOCRATES WILL AGAIN BE BORN OF THE SAME PARENTS, AND SUFFER THE SAME TREATMENT, BEING ACCUSED BY ANYTUS AND MELITUS, AND CONDEMNED BY THE COUNCIL OF AREOPAGUS! THE LEARNED AMONG THE EGYPTIANS, MOREOVER, HOLD SIMILAR VIEWS, AND YET THEY ARE TREATED WITH RESPECT, AND DO NOT INCUR THE RIDICULE OF CELSUS AND SUCH AS HE; WHILE WE, WHO MAINTAIN THAT ALL THINGS ARE ADMINISTERED BY GOD IN PROPORTION TO THE RELATION OF THE FREE-WILL OF EACH INDIVIDUAL, AND ARE EVER BEING BROUGHT INTO A BETTER CONDITION, SO FAR AS THEY ADMIT OF BEING SO, AND WHO KNOW THAT THE NATURE OF OUR FREE-WILL ADMITS OF THE OCCURRENCE OF CONTINGENT EVENTS (FOR IT IS INCAPABLE OF RECEIVING THE WHOLLY UNCHANGEABLE CHARACTER OF GOD), YET DO NOT APPEAR TO SAY ANYTHING WORTHY OF A TESTING EXAMINATION. 
CHAP. XXII. 
LET NO ONE, HOWEVER, SUSPECT THAT, IN SPEAKING AS WE DO, WE BELONG TO THOSE WHO ARE INDEED CALLED CHRISTIANS, BUT WHO SET ASIDE THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION AS IT IS TAUGHT IN SCRIPTURE. FOR THESE PERSONS CANNOT, SO FAR AS THEIR PRINCIPLES APPLY, AT ALL ESTABLISH THAT THE STALK OR TREE WHICH SPRINGS UP COMES FROM THE GRAIN OF WHEAT, OR ANYTHING ELSE (WHICH WAS CAST INTO THE GROUND); WHEREAS WE, WHO BELIEVE THAT THAT WHICH IS "SOWN" IS NOT "QUICKENED" UNLESS IT DIE, AND THAT THERE IS SOWN NOT THAT BODY THAT SHALL BE (FOR GOD GIVES IT A BODY AS IT PLEASES HIM, RAISING IT IN INCORRUPTION AFTER IT IS SOWN IN CORRUPTION; AND AFTER IT IS SOWN IN DISHONOR, RAISING IT IN GLORY; AND AFTER IT IS SOWN IN WEAKNESS, RAISING IT IN POWER; AND AFTER IT IS SOWN A NATURAL BODY, RAISING IT A SPIRITUAL),--WE PRESERVE BOTH THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST AND THE GRANDEUR OF THE DIVINE PROMISE, PROVING ALSO THE POSSIBILITY OF ITS ACCOMPLISHMENT NOT BY MERE ASSERTION, BUT BY ARGUMENTS; KNOWING THAT ALTHOUGH HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND THE THINGS THAT ARE IN THEM, MAY PASS AWAY, YET HIS WORDS REGARDING EACH INDIVIDUAL THING, BEING, AS PARTS OF A WHOLE, OR SPECIES OF A GENUS, THE UTTERANCES OF HIM WHO WAS GOD THE WORD, WHO WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD, SHALL BY NO MEANS PASS AWAY. FOR WE DESIRE TO LISTEN TO HIM WHO SAID: "HEAVEN AND EARTH SHALL PASS AWAY, BUT MY WORDS SHALL NOT PASS AWAY." 
CHAP. XXIII. 
WE, THEREFORE, DO NOT MAINTAIN THAT THE BODY WHICH HAS UNDERGONE CORRUPTION RESUMES ITS ORIGINAL NATURE, ANY MORE THAN THE GAIN OF WHEAT WHICH HAS DECAYED RETURNS TO ITS FORMER CONDITION. BUT WE DO MAINTAIN, THAT AS ABOVE THE GAIN OF WHEAT THERE ARISES A STALK, SO A CERTAIN POWER IS IMPLANTED IN THE BODY, WHICH IS NOT DESTROYED, AND FROM WHICH THE BODY IS RAISED UP IN INCORRUPTION. THE PHILOSOPHERS OF THE PORCH, HOWEVER, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE OPINIONS WHICH THEY HOLD REGARDING THE UNCHANGEABLENESS OF THINGS AFTER A CERTAIN CYCLE, ASSERT THAT THE BODY, AFTER UNDERGOING COMPLETE CORRUPTION, WILL RETURN TO ITS ORIGINAL CONDITION, AND WILL AGAIN ASSUME THAT FIRST NATURE FROM WHICH IT PASSED INTO A STATE OF DISSOLUTION, ESTABLISHING THESE POINTS, AS THEY THINK, BY IRRESISTIBLE ARGUMENTS. WE, HOWEVER, DO NOT BETAKE OURSELVES TO A MOST ABSURD REFUGE, SAYING THAT WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE; FOR WE KNOW HOW TO UNDERSTAND THIS WORD "ALL" AS NOT REFERRING EITHER TO THINGS THAT ARE "NON-EXISTENT" OR THAT ARE INCONCEIVABLE. BUT WE MAINTAIN, AT THE SAME TIME, THAT GOD CANNOT DO WHAT IS DISGRACEFUL, SINCE THEN HE WOULD BE CAPABLE OF CEASING TO BE GOD; FOR IF HE DO ANYTHING THAT IS DISGRACEFUL, HE IS NOT GOD. SINCE, HOWEVER, HE LAYS IT DOWN AS A PRINCIPLE, THAT "GOD DOES NOT DESIRE WHAT IS CONTRARY TO NATURE," WE HAVE TO MAKE A DISTINCTION, AND SAY THAT IF ANY ONE ASSERTS THAT WICKEDNESS IS CONTRARY TO NATURE, WHILE WE MAINTAIN THAT "GOD DOES NOT DESIRE WHAT IS CONTRARY TO NATURE,"--EITHER WHAT SPRINGS FROM WICKEDNESS OR FROM AN IRRATIONAL PRINCIPLE,--YET, IF SUCH THINGS HAPPEN ACCORDING TO THE WORD AND WILL OF GOD, WE MUST AT ONCE NECESSARILY HOLD THAT THEY ARE NOT CONTRARY TO NATURE. THEREFORE, THINGS WHICH ARE DONE BY GOD, ALTHOUGH THEY MAY BE, OR MAY APPEAR TO SOME TO BE INCREDIBLE, ARE NOT CONTRARY TO NATURE. AND IF WE MUST PRESS THE FORCE OF WORDS, WE WOULD SAY THAT, IN COMPARISON WITH WHAT IS GENERALLY UNDERSTOOD AS "NATURE," THERE ARE CERTAIN THINGS WHICH ARE BEYOND ITS POWER, WHICH GOD COULD AT ANY TIME DO; AS, E.G., IN RAISING MAN ABOVE THE LEVEL OF HUMAN NATURE, AND CAUSING HIM TO PASS INTO A BETTER AND MORE DIVINE CONDITION, AND PRESERVING HIM IN THE SAME, SO LONG AS HE WHO IS THE OBJECT OF HIS CARE SHOWS BY HIS ACTIONS THAT HE DESIRES (THE CONTINUANCE OF HIS HELP). 
CHAP. XXIV. 
MOREOVER, AS WE HAVE ALREADY SAID THAT FOR GOD TO DESIRE ANYTHING UNBECOMING HIMSELF WOULD BE DESTRUCTIVE OF HIS EXISTENCE AS DEITY, WE WILL ADD THAT IF MAN, AGREEABLY TO THE WICKEDNESS OF HIS NATURE, SHOULD DESIRE ANYTHING THAT IS ABOMINABLE, GOD CANNOT GRANT IT. AND NOW IT IS FROM NO SPIRIT OF CONTENTION THAT WE ANSWER THE ASSERTIONS OF CELSUS; BUT IT IS IN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH THAT WE INVESTIGATE THEM, AS ASSENTING TO HIS VIEW THAT "HE IS THE GOD, NOT OF INORDINATE DESIRES, NOR OF ERROR AND DISORDER, BUT OF A NATURE JUST AND UPRIGHT," BECAUSE HE IS THE SOURCE OF ALL THAT IS GOOD. AND THAT HE IS ABLE TO PROVIDE AN ETERNAL LIFE FOR THE SOUL WE ACKNOWLEDGE; AND THAT HE POSSESSES NOT ONLY THE "POWER," BUT THE "WILL." IN VIEW, THEREFORE, OF THESE CONSIDERATIONS, WE ARE NOT AT ALL DISTRESSED BY THE ASSERTION OF HERACLITUS, ADOPTED BY CELSUS, THAT "DEAD BODIES ARE TO BE CAST OUT AS MORE WORTHLESS THAN DUNG;" AND YET, WITH REFERENCE EVEN TO THIS, ONE MIGHT SAY THAT DUNG, INDEED, OUGHT TO BE CAST OUT, WHILE THE DEAD BODIES OF MEN, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SOUL BY WHICH THEY WERE INHABITED, ESPECIALLY IF IT HAD BEEN VIRTUOUS, OUGHT NOT TO BE CAST OUT. FOR, IN HARMONY WITH THOSE LAWS WHICH ARE BASED UPON THE PRINCIPLES OF EQUITY, BODIES ARE DEEMED WORTHY OF SEPULTURE, WITH THE HONORS ACCORDED ON SUCH OCCASIONS, THAT NO INSULT, SO FAR AS CAN BE HELPED, MAY BE OFFERED TO THE SOUL WHICH DWELT WITHIN, BY CASTING FORTH THE BODY (AFTER THE SOUL HAS DEPARTED) LIKE THAT OF THE ANIMALS. LET IT NOT THEN BE HELD, CONTRARY TO REASON, THAT IT IS THE WILL OF GOD TO DECLARE THAT THE GRAIN OF WHEAT IS NOT IMMORTAL, BUT THE STALK WHICH SPRINGS FROM IT, WHILE THE BODY WHICH IS SOWN IN CORRUPTION IS NOT, BUT THAT WHICH IS RAISED BY HIM IN INCORRUPTION. BUT ACCORDING TO CELSUS, GOD HIMSELF IS THE REASON OF ALL THINGS, WHILE ACCORDING TO OUR VIEW IT IS HIS SON, OF WHOM WE SAY IN PHILOSOPHIC LANGUAGE, "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD;" WHILE IN OUR JUDGMENT ALSO, GOD CANNOT DO ANYTHING WHICH IS CONTRARY TO REASON, OR CONTRARY TO HIMSELF. 
CHAP. XXV. 
LET US NEXT NOTICE THE STATEMENTS OF CELSUS, WHICH FOLLOW THE PRECEDING, AND WHICH ARE AS FOLLOW: "AS THE JEWS, THEN, BECAME A PECULIAR PEOPLE, AND ENACTED LAWS IN KEEPING WITH THE CUSTOMS OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND MAINTAIN THEM UP TO THE PRESENT TIME, AND OBSERVE A MODE OF WORSHIP WHICH, WHATEVER BE ITS NATURE, IS YET DERIVED FROM THEIR FATHERS, THEY ACT IN THESE RESPECTS LIKE OTHER MEN, BECAUSE EACH NATION RETAINS ITS ANCESTRAL CUSTOMS, WHATEVER THEY ARE, IF THEY HAPPEN TO BE ESTABLISHED AMONG THEM. AND SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT APPEARS TO BE ADVANTAGEOUS, NOT ONLY BECAUSE IT HAS OCCURRED TO THE MIND OF OTHER NATIONS TO DECIDE SOME THINGS DIFFERENTLY, BUT ALSO BECAUSE IT IS A DUTY TO PROTECT WHAT HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED FOR THE PUBLIC ADVANTAGE; AND ALSO BECAUSE, IN ALL PROBABILITY, THE VARIOUS QUARTERS OF THE EARTH WERE FROM THE BEGINNING ALLOTTED TO DIFFERENT SUPERINTENDING SPIRITS, AND WERE THUS DISTRIBUTED AMONG CERTAIN GOVERNING POWERS, AND IN THIS MANNER THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE WORLD IS CARRIED ON. AND WHATEVER IS DONE AMONG EACH NATION IN THIS WAY WOULD BE RIGHTLY DONE, WHEREVER IT WAS AGREEABLE TO THE WISHES (OF THE SUPERINTENDING POWERS), WHILE IT WOULD BE AN ACT OF IMPIETY TO GET RID OF THE INSTITUTIONS ESTABLISHED FROM THE BEGINNING IN THE VARIOUS PLACES." BY THESE WORDS CELSUS SHOWS THAT THE JEWS, WHO WERE FORMERLY EGYPTIANS, SUBSEQUENTLY BECAME A "PECULIAR PEOPLE," AND ENACTED LAWS WHICH THEY CAREFULLY PRESERVE. AND NOT TO REPEAT HIS STATEMENTS, WHICH HAVE BEEN ALREADY BEFORE US, HE SAYS THAT IT IS ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE JEWS TO OBSERVE THEIR ANCESTRAL WORSHIP, AS OTHER NATIONS CAREFULLY ATTEND TO THEIRS. AND HE FURTHER STATES A DEEPER REASON WHY IT IS OF ADVANTAGE TO THE JEWS TO CULTIVATE THEIR ANCESTRAL CUSTOMS, IN HINTING DIMLY THAT THOSE TO WHOM WAS ALLOTTED THE OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING THE COUNTRY WHICH WAS BEING LEGISLATED FOR, ENACTED THE LAWS OF EACH LAND IN CO-OPERATION WITH ITS LEGISLATORS. HE APPEARS, THEN, TO INDICATE THAT BOTH THE COUNTRY OF THE JEWS, AND THE NATION WHICH INHABITS IT, ARE SUPERINTENDED BY ONE OR MORE BEINGS, WHO, WHETHER THEY WERE ONE OR MORE, CO-OPERATED WITH MOSES, AND ENACTED THE LAWS OF THE JEWS. 
CHAP. XXVI. 
"WE MUST," HE SAYS, "OBSERVE THE LAWS, NOT ONLY BECAUSE IT HAS OCCURRED TO THE MIND OF OTHERS TO DECIDE SOME THINGS DIFFERENTLY, BUT BECAUSE IT IS A DUTY TO PROTECT WHAT HAS BEEN ENACTED FOR THE PUBLIC ADVANTAGE, AND AIM BECAUSE, IN ALL PROBABILITY, THE VARIOUS QUARTERS OF THE EARTH WERE FROM THE BEGINNING ALLOTTED TO DIFFERENT SUPERINTENDING SPIRITS, AND WERE DISTRIBUTED AMONG CERTAIN GOVERNING POWERS, AND IN THIS MANNER THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE WORLD IS CARRIED ON." THUS CELSUS, AS IF HE HAD FORGOTTEN WHAT HE HAD SAID AGAINST THE JEWS, NOW INCLUDES THEM IN THE GENERAL EULOGY WHICH HE PASSES UPON ALL WHO OBSERVE THEIR ANCESTRAL CUSTOMS, REMARKING: "AND WHATEVER IS DONE AMONG EACH NATION IN THIS WAY, WOULD BE RIGHTLY DONE WHENEVER AGREEABLE TO THE WISHES (OF THE SUPERINTENDENTS)." AND OBSERVE HERE, WHETHER HE DOES NOT OPENLY, SO FAR AS HE CAN, EXPRESS A WISH THAT THE JEW SHOULD LIVE IN THE OBSERVANCE OF HIS OWN LAWS, AND NOT DEPART FROM THEM, BECAUSE HE WOULD COMMIT AN ACT OF IMPIETY IF HE APOSTATIZED; FOR HIS WORDS ARE: "IT WOULD BE AN ACT OF IMPIETY TO GET RID OF THE INSTITUTIONS ESTABLISHED FROM THE BEGINNING IN THE VARIOUS PLACES." NOW I SHOULD LIKE TO ASK HIM, AND THOSE WHO ENTERTAIN HIS VIEWS, WHO IT WAS THAT DISTRIBUTED THE VARIOUS QUARTERS OF THE EARTH FROM THE BEGINNING AMONG THE DIFFERENT SUPERINTENDING SPIRITS; AND ESPECIALLY, WHO GAVE THE COUNTRY OF THE JEWS, AND THE JEWISH PEOPLE THEMSELVES, TO THE ONE OR MORE SUPERINTENDENTS TO WHOM IT WAS ALLOTTED? WAS IT, AS CELSUS WOULD SAY, JUPITER WHO ASSIGNED THE JEWISH PEOPLE AND THEIR COUNTRY TO A CERTAIN SPIRIT OR SPIRITS? AND WAS IT HIS WISH, TO WHOM THEY WERE THUS ASSIGNED, TO ENACT AMONG THEM THE LAWS WHICH PREVAIL, OR WAS IT AGAINST HIS WILL THAT IT WAS DONE? YOU WILL OBSERVE THAT, WHATEVER BE HIS ANSWER, HE IS IN A STRAIT. BUT IF THE VARIOUS QUARTERS OF THE EARTH WERE NOT ALLOTTED BY SOME ONE BEING TO THE VARIOUS SUPERINTENDING SPIRITS, THEN EACH ONE AT RANDOM, AND WITHOUT THE SUPERINTENDENCE OF A HIGHER POWER, DIVIDED THE EARTH ACCORDING TO CHANCE; AND YET SUCH A VIEW IS ABSURD, AND DESTRUCTIVE IN NO SMALL DEGREE OF THE PROVIDENCE OF THE GOD WHO PRESIDES OVER ALL THINGS. 
CHAP. XXVII. 
ANY ONE, INDEED, WHO CHOOSES, MAY RELATE HOW THE VARIOUS QUARTERS OF THE EARTH, BEING DISTRIBUTED AMONG CERTAIN GOVERNING POWERS, ARE ADMINISTERED BY THOSE WHO SUPERINTEND THEM; BUT LET HIM TELL US ALSO HOW WHAT IS DONE AMONG EACH NATION IS DONE RIGHTLY WHEN AGREEABLE TO THE WISHES OF THE SUPERINTENDENTS. LET HIM, FOR EXAMPLE, TELL US WHETHER THE LAWS OF THE SCYTHIANS, WHICH PERMIT THE MURDER OF PARENTS, ARE RIGHT LAWS; OR THOSE OF THE PERSIANS, WHICH DO NOT FORBID THE MARRIAGES OF SONS WITH THEIR MOTHERS, OR OF DAUGHTERS WITH THEIR OWN FATHERS. BUT WHAT NEED IS THERE FOR ME TO MAKE SELECTIONS FROM THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN ENGAGED IN THE BUSINESS OF ENACTING LAWS AMONG THE DIFFERENT NATIONS, AND TO INQUIRE HOW THE LAWS ARE RIGHTLY ENACTED AMONG EACH, ACCORDING AS THEY PLEASE THE SUPERINTENDING POWERS? LET CELSUS, HOWEVER, TELL US HOW IT WOULD BE AN ACT OF IMPIETY TO GET RID OF THOSE ANCESTRAL LAWS WHICH PERMIT THE MARRIAGES OF MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS; OR WHICH PRONOUNCE A MAN HAPPY WHO PUTS AN END TO HIS LIFE BY HANGING, OR DECLARE THAT THEY UNDERGO ENTIRE PURIFICATION WHO DELIVER THEMSELVES OVER TO THE FIRE, AND WHO TERMINATE THEIR EXISTENCE BY FIRE; AND HOW IT IS AN ACT OF IMPIETY TO DO AWAY WITH THOSE LAWS WHICH, FOR EXAMPLE, PREVAIL IN THE TAURIC CHERSONESE, REGARDING THE OFFERING UP OF STRANGERS IN SACRIFICE TO DIANA, OR AMONG CERTAIN OF THE LIBYAN TRIBES REGARDING THE SACRIFICE OF CHILDREN TO SATURN. MOREOVER, THIS INFERENCE FOLLOWS FROM THE DICTUM OF CELSUS, THAT IT IS AN ACT OF IMPIETY ON THE PART OF THE JEWS TO DO AWAY WITH THOSE ANCESTRAL LAWS WHICH FORBID THE WORSHIP OF ANY OTHER DEITY THAN THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS. AND IT WILL FOLLOW, ACCORDING TO HIS VIEW, THAT PIETY IS NOT DIVINE BY ITS OWN NATURE, BUT BY A CERTAIN (EXTERNAL) ARRANGEMENT AND APPOINTMENT. FOR IT IS AN ACT OF PIETY AMONG CERTAIN TRIBES TO WORSHIP A CROCODILE, AND TO EAT WHAT IS AN OBJECT OF ADORATION AMONG OTHER TRIBES; WHILE, AGAIN, WITH OTHERS IT IS A PIOUS ACT TO WORSHIP A CALF, AND AMONG OTHERS, AGAIN, TO REGARD THE GOAT AS A GOD. AND, IN THIS WAY, THE SAME INDIVIDUAL WILL BE REGARDED AS ACTING PIOUSLY ACCORDING TO ONE SET OF LAWS, AND IMPIOUSLY ACCORDING TO ANOTHER; AND THIS IS THE MOST ABSURD RESULT THAT CAN BE CONCEIVED! 
CHAP. XXVIII. 
IT IS PROBABLE, HOWEVER, THAT TO SUCH REMARKS AS THE ABOVE, THE ANSWER RETURNED WOULD BE, THAT HE WAS PIOUS WHO KEPT THE LAWS OF HIS OWN COUNTRY, AND NOT AT ALL CHARGEABLE WITH IMPIETY FOR THE NON-OBSERVANCE OF THOSE OF OTHER LANDS; AND THAT, AGAIN, HE WHO WAS DEEMED GUILTY OF IMPIETY AMONG CERTAIN NATIONS WAS NOT REALLY SO, WHEN HE WORSHIPPED HIS OWN GODS, AGREEABLY TO HIS COUNTRY'S LAWS, ALTHOUGH HE MADE WAR AGAINST, AND EVEN FEASTED ON, THOSE WHO WERE REGARDED AS DIVINITIES AMONG THOSE NATIONS WHICH POSSESSED LAWS OF AN OPPOSITE KIND. NOW, OBSERVE HERE WHETHER THESE STATEMENTS DO NOT EXHIBIT THE GREATEST CONFUSION OF MIND REGARDING THE NATURE OF WHAT IS JUST, AND HOLY, AND RELIGIOUS; SINCE THERE IS NO ACCURATE DEFINITION LAID DOWN OF THESE THINGS, NOR ARE THEY DESCRIBED AS HAVING A PECULIAR CHARACTER OF THEIR OWN, AND STAMPING AS RELIGIOUS THOSE WHO ACT ACCORDING TO THEIR INJUNCTIONS. IF, THEN, RELIGION, AND PIETY, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS BELONG TO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE SO ONLY BY COMPARISON, SO THAT THE SAME ACT MAY BE BOTH PIOUS AND IMPIOUS, ACCORDING TO DIFFERENT RELATIONS AND DIFFERENT LAWS, SEE WHETHER IT WILL NOT FOLLOW THAT TEMPERANCE ALSO IS A THING OF COMPARISON, AND COURAGE AS WELL, AND PRUDENCE, AND THE OTHER VIRTUES, THEN WHICH NOTHING COULD BE MORE ABSURD! WHAT WE HAVE SAID, HOWEVER, IS SUFFICIENT FOR THE MORE GENERAL AND SIMPLE CLASS OF ANSWERS TO THE ALLEGATIONS OF CELSUS. BUT AS WE THINK IT LIKELY THAT SOME OF THOSE WHO ARE ACCUSTOMED TO DEEPER INVESTIGATION WILL FALL IN WITH THIS TREATISE, LET US VENTURE TO LAY DOWN SOME CONSIDERATIONS OF A PROFOUNDER KIND, CONVEYING A MYSTICAL AND SECRET VIEW RESPECTING THE ORIGINAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE VARIOUS QUARTERS OF THE EARTH AMONG DIFFERENT SUPERINTENDING SPIRITS; AND LET US PROVE TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, THAT OUR DOCTRINE IS FREE FROM THE ABSURD CONSEQUENCES ENUMERATED ABOVE. 
CHAP. XXIX. 
IT APPEARS TO ME, INDEED, THAT CELSUS HAS MISUNDERSTOOD SOME OF THE DEEPER REASONS RELATING TO THE ARRANGEMENT OF TERRESTRIAL AFFAIRS, SOME OF WHICH ARE TOUCHED UPON EVEN IN GRECIAN HISTORY, WHEN CERTAIN OF THOSE WHO ARE CONSIDERED TO BE GODS ARE INTRODUCED AS HAVING CONTENDED WITH EACH OTHER ABOUT THE POSSESSION OF ATTICA; WHILE IN THE WRITINGS OF THE GREEK POETS ALSO, SOME WHO ARE CALLED GODS ARE REPRESENTED AS ACKNOWLEDGING THAT CERTAIN PLACES HERE ARE PREFERRED BY THEM BEFORE OTHERS. THE HISTORY OF BARBARIAN NATIONS, MOREOVER, AND ESPECIALLY THAT OF EGYPT, CONTAINS SOME SUCH ALLUSIONS TO THE DIVISION OF THE SO-CALLED EGYPTIAN HOMES, WHEN IT STATES THAT ATHENA, WHO OBTAINED SAIS BY LOT, IS THE SAME WHO ALSO HAS POSSESSION OF ATTICA. AND THE LEARNED AMONG THE EGYPTIANS CAN ENUMERATE INNUMERABLE INSTANCES OF THIS KIND, ALTHOUGH I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THEY INCLUDE THE JEWS AND THEIR COUNTRY IN THIS DIVISION. AND NOW, SO FAR AS TESTIMONIES OUTSIDE THE WORD GOD BEARING ON THIS POINT ARE CONCERNED, ENOUGH HAVE BEEN ADDUCED FOR THE PRESENT. WE SAY, MOREOVER, THAT OUR PROPHET OF GOD AND HIS GENUINE SERVANT MOSES, IN HIS SONG IN THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY, MAKES A STATEMENT REGARDING THE PORTIONING OUT OF THE EARTH IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS: "WHEN THE MOST HIGH DIVIDED THE NATIONS, WHEN HE DISPERSED THE SONS OF ADAM, HE SET THE BOUNDS OF THE PEOPLE ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THE ANGELS OF GOD; AND THE PORTION WAS HIS PEOPLE JACOB, AND ISRAEL THE CORD OF HIS INHERITANCE." AND REGARDING THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE NATIONS, THE SAME MOSES, IN HIS WORK ENTITLED GENESIS, THUS EXPRESSES HIMSELF IN THE STYLE OF A HISTORICAL NARRATIVE: "AND THE WHOLE EARTH WAS OF ONE LANGUAGE AND OF ONE SPEECH; AND IT CAME TO PASS, AS THEY JOURNEYED FROM THE EAST, THAT THEY FOUND A PLAIN IN THE LAND OF SHINAR, AND THEY DWELT THERE." A LITTLE FURTHER ON HE CONTINUES: "AND THE LORD CAME DOWN TO SEE THE CITY AND THE TOWER, WHICH THE CHILDREN OF MEN HAD BUILT. AND THE LORD SAID, BEHOLD, THE PEOPLE IS ONE, AND THEY HAVE ALL ONE LANGUAGE; AND THIS THEY HAVE BEGUN TO DO: AND NOW NOTHING WILL BE RESTRAINED FROM THEM WHICH THEY HAVE IMAGINED TO DO. GO TO, LET US GO DOWN, AND THERE CONFOUND THEIR LANGUAGE, THAT THEY MAY NOT UNDERSTAND ONE ANOTHER'S SPEECH. AND THE LORD SCATTERED THEM ABROAD FROM THENCE UPON THE FACE OF ALL THE EARTH: AND THEY LEFT OFF TO BUILD THE CITY AND THE TOWER. THEREFORE, IS THE NAME OF IT CALLED CONFUSION; BECAUSE THE LORD DID THERE CONFOUND THE LANGUAGE OF ALL THE EARTH: AND FROM THENCE DID THE LORD SCATTER THEM ABROAD UPON THE FACE OF ALL THE EARTH." IN THE TREATISE OF SOLOMON, MOREOVER, ON "WISDOM," AND ON THE EVENTS AT THE TIME OF THE CONFUSION OF LANGUAGES, WHEN THE DIVISION OF THE EARTH TOOK PLACE, WE FIND THE FOLLOWING REGARDING WISDOM: "MOREOVER, THE NATIONS IN THEIR WICKED CONSPIRACY BEING CONFOUNDED, SHE FOUND OUT THE RIGHTEOUS, AND PRESERVED HIM BLAMELESS UNTO GOD, AND KEPT HIM STRONG IN HIS TENDER COMPASSION TOWARDS HIS SON." BUT ON THESE SUBJECTS MUCH, AND THAT OF A MYSTICAL KIND, MIGHT BE SAID; IN KEEPING WITH WHICH IS THE FOLLOWING: "IT IS GOOD TO KEEP CLOSE THE SECRET OF A KING,"--IN ORDER THAT THE DOCTRINE OF THE ENTRANCE OF SOULS INTO BODIES (NOT, HOWEVER, THAT OF THE TRANSMIGRATION FROM ONE BODY INTO ANOTHER) MAY NOT BE THROWN BEFORE THE COMMON UNDERSTANDING, NOR WHAT IS HOLY GIVEN TO THE DOGS, NOR PEARLS BE CAST BEFORE SWINE. FOR SUCH A PROCEDURE WOULD BE IMPIOUS, BEING EQUIVALENT TO A BETRAYAL OF THE MYSTERIOUS DECLARATIONS OF GOD'S WISDOM. OF WHICH IT HAS BEEN WELL SAID: "INTO A MALICIOUS SOUL WISDOM SHALL NOT ENTER, NOR DWELL IN A BODY SUBJECT TO SIN." IT IS SUFFICIENT, HOWEVER, TO REPRESENT IN THE STYLE OF A HISTORIC NARRATIVE WHAT IS INTENDED TO CONVEY A SECRET MEANING IN THE GARB OF HISTORY, THAT THOSE WHO HAVE THE CAPACITY MAY WORK OUT FOR THEMSELVES ALL THAT RELATES TO THE SUBJECT. (THE NARRATIVE, THEN, MAY BE UNDERSTOOD AS FOLLOWS.) 
CHAP. XXX. 
ALL THE PEOPLE UPON THE EARTH ARE TO BE REGARDED AS HAVING USED ONE DIVINE LANGUAGE, AND SO LONG AS THEY LIVED HARMONIOUSLY TOGETHER WERE PRESERVED IN THE USE OF THIS DIVINE LANGUAGE, AND THEY REMAINED WITHOUT MOVING FROM THE EAST SO LONG AS THEY WERE IMBUED WITH THE SENTIMENTS OF THE "LIGHT," AND OF THE "REFLECTION" OF THE ETERNAL LIGHT. BUT WHEN THEY DEPARTED FROM THE EAST, AND BEGAN TO ENTERTAIN SENTIMENTS ALIEN TO THOSE OF THE EAST, THEY FOUND A PLACE IN THE LAND OF SHINAR (WHICH, WHEN INTERPRETED, MEANS "GNASHING OF TEETH," BY WAY OF INDICATING SYMBOLICALLY THAT THEY HAD LOST THE MEANS OF THEIR SUPPORT), AND IN IT THEY TOOK UP THEIR ABODE. THEN, DESIRING TO GATHER TOGETHER MATERIAL THINGS, AND TO JOIN TO HEAVEN WHAT HAD NO NATURAL AFFINITY FOR IT, THAT BY MEANS OF MATERIAL THINGS THEY MIGHT CONSPIRE AGAINST SUCH AS WERE IMMATERIAL, THEY SAID, "COME, LET US MADE BRICKS, AND BURN THEM WITH FIRE." ACCORDINGLY, WHEN THEY HAD HARDENED AND COMPACTED THESE MATERIALS OF CLAY AND MATTER, AND HAD SHOWN THEIR DESIRE TO MAKE BRICK INTO STONE, AND CLAY INTO BITUMEN, AND BY THESE MEANS TO BUILD A CITY AND A TOWER, THE HEAD OF WHICH WAS, AT LEAST IN THEIR CONCEPTION, TO REACH UP TO THE HEAVENS, AFTER THE MANNER OF THE "HIGH THINGS WHICH EXALT THEMSELVES AGAINST THE I KNOWLEDGE OF GOD," EACH ONE WAS HANDED OVER (IN PROPORTION TO THE GREATER OR LESS DEPARTURE FROM THE EAST WHICH HAD TAKEN PLACE AMONG THEM, AND IN PROPORTION TO THE EXTENT IN WHICH BRICKS HAD BEEN CONVERTED INTO STONES, AND CLAY INTO BITUMEN, AND BUILDING CARRIED ON OUT OF THESE MATERIALS) TO ANGELS OF CHARACTER MORE OR LESS SEVERE, AND OF A NATURE MORE OR LESS STERN, UNTIL THEY HAD PAID THE PENALTY OF THEIR DARING DEEDS; AND THEY WERE CONDUCTED BY THOSE ANGELS, WHO IMPRINTED ON EACH HIS NATIVE LANGUAGE, TO THE DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE EARTH ACCORDING TO THEIR DESERTS: SOME, FOR EXAMPLE, TO A REGION OF BURNING HEAT, OTHERS TO A COUNTRY WHICH CHASTISES ITS INHABITANTS BY ITS COLD; OTHERS, AGAIN, TO A LAND EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT OF CULTIVATION, OTHERS TO ONE LESS SO IN DEGREE; WHILE A FIFTH WERE BROUGHT INTO A LAND FILLED WITH WILD BEASTS, AND A SIXTH TO A COUNTRY COMPARATIVELY FREE OF THESE. 
CHAP. XXXI. 
NOW, IN THE NEXT PLACE, IF ANY ONE HAS THE CAPACITY, LET HIM UNDERSTAND THAT IN WHAT ASSUMES THE FORM OF HISTORY, AND WHICH CONTAINS SOME THINGS THAT ARE LITERALLY TRUE, WHILE YET IT CONVEYS A DEEPER MEANING, THOSE WHO PRESERVED THEIR ORIGINAL LANGUAGE CONTINUED, BY REASON OF THEIR NOT HAVING MIGRATED FROM THE EAST, IN POSSESSION OF THE EAST, AND OF THEIR EASTERN LANGUAGE. AND LET HIM NOTICE, THAT THESE ALONE BECAME THE PORTION OF THE LORD, AND HIS PEOPLE WHO WERE CALLED JACOB, AND ISRAEL THE CORD OF HIS INHERITANCE; AND THESE ALONE WERE GOVERNED BY A RULER WHO DID NOT RECEIVE THOSE WHO WERE PLACED UNDER HIM FOR THE PURPOSE OF PUNISHMENT, AS WAS THE CASE WITH THE OTHERS. LET HIM ALSO, WHO HAS THE CAPACITY TO PERCEIVE AS FAR AS MORTALS MAY, OBSERVE THAT IN THE BODY POLITIC OF THOSE WHO WERE ASSIGNED TO THE LORD AS HIS PRE-EMINENT PORTION, SINS WERE COMMITTED, FIRST OF ALL, SUCH AS MIGHT BE FORGIVEN, AND OF SUCH A NATURE AS NOT TO MAKE THE SINNER WORTHY OF ENTIRE DESERTION WHILE SUBSEQUENTLY THEY BECAME MORE NUMEROUS THOUGH STILL OF A NATURE TO BE PARDONED. AND WHILE REMARKING THAT THIS STATE OF MATTERS CONTINUED FOR A CONSIDERABLE TIME, AND THAT A REMEDY WAS ALWAYS APPLIED, AND THAT AFTER CERTAIN INTERVALS THESE PERSONS RETURNED TO THEIR DUTY, LET HIM NOTICE THAT THEY WERE GIVEN OVER, IN PROPORTION TO THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS, TO THOSE TO WHOM HAD BEEN ASSIGNED THE OTHER QUARTERS OF THE EARTH; AND THAT, AFTER BEING AT FIRST SLIGHTLY PUNISHED, AND HAVING MADE ATONEMENT, THEY RETURNED, AS IF THEY HAD UNDERGONE DISCIPLINE, TO THEIR PROPER HABITATIONS. LET HIM NOTICE ALSO THAT AFTERWARDS THEY WERE DELIVERED OVER TO RULERS OF A SEVERER CHARACTER--TO ASSYRIANS AND BABYLONIANS, AS THE SCRIPTURES WOULD CALL THEM. IN THE NEXT PLACE, NOTWITHSTANDING THAT MEANS OF HEALING WERE BEING APPLIED, LET HIM OBSERVE THAT THEY WERE STILL MULTIPLYING THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS, AND THAT THEY WERE ON THAT ACCOUNT DISPERSED INTO OTHER REGIONS BY THE RULERS OF THE NATIONS THAT OPPRESSED THEM. AND THEIR OWN RULER INTENTIONALLY OVERLOOKED THEIR OPPRESSION AT THE HANDS OF THE RULERS OF THE OTHER NATIONS, IN ORDER THAT HE ALSO WITH GOOD REASON, AS AVENGING HIMSELF, HAVING OBTAINED POWER TO TEAR AWAY FROM THE OTHER NATIONS AS MANY AS HE CAN, MAY DO SO, AND ENACT FOR THEM LAWS, AND POINT OUT A MANNER OF LIFE AGREEABLY TO WHICH THEY OUGHT TO LIVE, THAT SO HE MAY CONDUCT THEM TO THE END TO WHICH THOSE OF THE FORMER PEOPLE WERE CONDUCTED WHO DID NOT COMMIT SIN. 
CHAP. XXXII. 
AND BY THIS MEANS LET THOSE WHO HAVE THE CAPACITY OF COMPREHENDING TRUTHS SO PROFOUND, LEARN THAT HE TO WHOM WERE ALLOTTED THOSE WHO HAD NOT FORMERLY SINNED IS FAR MORE POWERFUL THAN THE OTHERS, SINCE HE HAS BEEN ABLE TO MAKE A SELECTION OF INDIVIDUALS FROM THE PORTION OF THE WHOLE, AND TO SEPARATE THEM FROM THOSE WHO RECEIVED THEM FOR THE PURPOSE OF PUNISHMENT, AND TO BRING THEM UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF LAWS, AND OF A MODE OF LIFE WHICH HELPS TO PRODUCE AN OBLIVION OF THEIR FORMER TRANSGRESSIONS. BUT, AS WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY OBSERVED, THESE REMARKS ARE TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS BEING MADE BY US WITH A CONCEALED MEANING, BY WAY OF POINTING OUT THE MISTAKES OF THOSE WHO ASSERTED THAT "THE VARIOUS QUARTERS OF THE EARTH WERE FROM THE BEGINNING DISTRIBUTED AMONG DIFFERENT SUPERINTENDING SPIRITS, AND BEING ALLOTTED AMONG CERTAIN GOVERNING POWERS, WERE ADMINISTERED IN THIS WAY;" FROM WHICH STATEMENT CELSUS TOOK OCCASION TO MAKE THE REMARKS REFERRED TO. BUT SINCE THOSE WHO WANDERED AWAY FROM THE EAST WERE DELIVERED OVER, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR SINS, TO "A REPROBATE MIND," AND TO "VILE AFFECTIONS," AND TO "UNCLEANNESS THROUGH THE LUSTS OF THEIR OWN HEARTS," IN ORDER THAT, BEING SATED WITH SIN, THEY MIGHT HATE IT, WE SHALL REFUSE OUR ASSENT TO THE ASSERTION OF CELSUS, THAT "BECAUSE OF THE SUPERINTENDING SPIRITS DISTRIBUTED AMONG THE DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE EARTH, WHAT IS DONE AMONG EACH NATION IS RIGHTLY DONE;" FOR OUR DESIRE IS TO DO WHAT IS NOT AGREEABLE TO THESE SPIRITS. FOR WE SEE THAT IT IS A RELIGIOUS ACT TO DO AWAY WITH THE CUSTOMS ORIGINALLY ESTABLISHED IN THE VARIOUS PLACES BY MEANS OF LAWS OF A BETTER AND MORE DIVINE CHARACTER, WHICH WERE ENACTED BY JESUS, AS ONE POSSESSED OF THE GREATEST POWER, WHO HAS RESCUED US "FROM THE PRESENT EVIL WORLD," AND "FROM THE PRINCES OF THE WORLD THAT COME TO NAUGHT;" AND THAT IT IS A MARK OF IRRELIGION NOT TO THROW OURSELVES AT THE FEET OF HIM WHO HAS MANIFESTED HIMSELF TO BE HOLIER AND MORE POWERFUL THAN ALL OTHER RULERS, AND TO WHOM GOD SAID, AS THE PROPHETS MANY GENERATIONS BEFORE PREDICTED: "ASK OF ME, AND I SHALL GIVE THEE THE HEATHEN FOR THINE INHERITANCE, AND THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE EARTH FOR THY POSSESSION." FOR HE, TOO, HAS BECOME THE "EXPECTATION" OF US WHO FROM AMONG THE HEATHEN HAVE BELIEVED UPON HIM, AND UPON HIS FATHER, WHO IS GOD OVER ALL THINGS. 
CHAP. XXXIII. 
THE REMARKS WHICH WE HAVE MADE NOT ONLY ANSWER THE STATEMENTS OF CELSUS REGARDING THE SUPERINTENDING SPIRITS, BUT ANTICIPATE IN SOME MEASURE WHAT HE AFTERWARDS BRINGS FORWARD, WHEN HE SAYS: "LET THE SECOND PARTY COME FORWARD; AND I SHALL ASK THEM WHENCE THEY COME, AND WHOM THEY REGARD AS THE ORIGINATOR OF THEIR ANCESTRAL CUSTOMS. THEY WILL REPLY, NO ONE, BECAUSE THEY SPRING FROM THE SAME SOURCE AS THE JEWS THEMSELVES, AND DERIVE THEIR INSTRUCTION AND SUPERINTENDENCE FROM NO OTHER QUARTER, AND NOTWITHSTANDING THEY HAVE REVOLTED FROM THE JEWS." EACH ONE OF US, THEN, IS COME "IN THE LAST DAYS," WHEN ONE JESUS HAS VISITED US, TO THE "VISIBLE MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD," THE WORD THAT IS ABOVE EVERY WORD, AND TO THE "HOUSE OF GOD," WHICH IS "THE CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD, THE PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRUTH." AND WE NOTICE HOW IT IS BUILT UPON "THE TOPS OF THE MOUNTAINS," I.E., THE PREDICTIONS OF ALL THE PROPHETS, WHICH ARE ITS FOUNDATIONS. AND THIS HOUSE IS EXALTED ABOVE THE HILLS, I.E., THOSE INDIVIDUALS AMONG MEN WHO MAKE A PROFESSION OF SUPERIOR ATTAINMENTS IN WISDOM AND TRUTH; AND ALL THE NATIONS COME TO IT, AND THE "MANY NATIONS" GO FORTH, AND SAY TO ONE ANOTHER, TURNING TO THE RELIGION WHICH IN THE LAST DAYS HAS SHONE FORTH THROUGH JESUS CHRIST: "COME YE, AND LET US GO UP TO THE MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD, TO THE HOUSE OF THE GOD OF JACOB; AND HE WILL TEACH US OF HIS WAYS, AND WE WILL WALK IN THEM." FOR THE LAW CAME FORTH FROM THE DWELLERS IN SION, AND SETTLED AMONG US AS A SPIRITUAL LAW. MOREOVER, THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD CAME FORTH FROM THAT VERY JERUSALEM, THAT IT MIGHT BE DISSEMINATED THROUGH ALL PLACES, AND MIGHT JUDGE IN THE MIDST OF THE HEATHEN SELECTING THOSE WHOM IT SEES TO BE SUBMISSIVE AND REJECTING THE DISOBEDIENT, WHO ARE MANY IN NUMBER. AND TO THOSE WHO INQUIRE OF US WHENCE WE COME, OR WHO IS OUR FOUNDER, WE REPLY THAT WE ARE COME, AGREEABLY TO THE COUNSELS OF JESUS, TO "CUT DOWN OUR HOSTILE AND INSOLENT 'WORDY' SWORDS INTO PLOUGHSHARES, AND TO CONVERT INTO PRUNING-HOOKS THE SPEARS FORMERLY EMPLOYED IN WAR." FOR WE NO LONGER TAKE UP "SWORD AGAINST NATION," NOR DO WE "LEARN WAR ANY MORE," HAVING BECOME CHILDREN OF PEACE, FOR THE SAKE OF JESUS, WHO IS OUR LEADER, INSTEAD OF THOSE WHOM OUR FATHERS FOLLOWED, AMONG WHOM WE WERE "STRANGERS TO THE COVENANT," AND HAVING RECEIVED A LAW, FOR WHICH WE GIVE THANKS TO HIM THAT RESCUED US FROM THE ERROR (OF OUR WAYS), SAYING, "OUR FATHERS HONORED LYING IDOLS, AND THERE IS NOT AMONG THEM ONE THAT CAUSETH IT TO RAIN." OUR SUPERINTENDENT, THEN, AND TEACHER, HAVING COME FORTH FROM THE JEWS, REGULATES THE WHOLE WORLD BY THE WORD OF HIS TEACHING. AND HAVING MADE THESE REMARKS BY WAY OF ANTICIPATION, WE HAVE REFUTED AS WELL AS WE COULD THE UNTRUE STATEMENTS OF CELSUS, BY SUBJOINING THE APPROPRIATE ANSWER. 
CHAP. XXXIV. 
BUT, THAT WE MAY NOT PASS WITHOUT NOTICE WHAT CELSUS HAS SAID BETWEEN THESE AND THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPHS, LET US QUOTE HIS WORDS: "WE MIGHT ADDUCE HERODOTUS AS A WITNESS ON THIS POINT, FOR HE EXPRESSES HIMSELF AS FOLLOWS: 'FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE CITIES MARES AND APIS, WHO INHABIT THOSE PARTS OF EGYPT THAT ARE ADJACENT TO LIBYA, AND WHO LOOK UPON THEMSELVES AS LIBYANS, AND NOT AS EGYPTIANS, FINDING THEIR SACRIFICIAL WORSHIP OPPRESSIVE, AND WISHING NOT TO BE EXCLUDED FROM THE USE OF COWS' FLESH, SENT TO THE ORACLE OF JUPITER AMMON, SAYING THAT THERE WAS NO RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THEM AND THE EGYPTIANS, THAT THEY DWELT OUTSIDE THE DELTA, THAT THERE WAS NO COMMUNITY OF SENTIMENT BETWEEN THEM AND THE EGYPTIANS, AND THAT THEY WISHED TO BE ALLOWED TO PARTAKE OF ALL KINDS OF FOOD. BUT THE GOD WOULD NOT ALLOW THEM TO DO AS THEY DESIRED, SAYING THAT THAT COUNTRY WAS A PART OF EGYPT, WHICH WAS WATERED BY THE INUNDATION OF THE NILE, AND THAT THOSE WERE EGYPTIANS WHO DWELL TO THE SOUTH OF THE CITY OF ELEPHANTINE, AND DRINK OF THE RIVER NILE.' SUCH IS THE NARRATIVE OF HERODOTUS. BUT," CONTINUES CELSUS, "AMMON IN DIVINE THINGS WOULD NOT MAKE A WORSE AMBASSADOR THAN THE ANGELS OF THE JEWS, SO THAT THERE IS NOTHING WRONG IN EACH NATION OBSERVING ITS ESTABLISHED METHOD OF WORSHIP. OF A TRUTH, WE SHALL FIND VERY GREAT DIFFERENCES PREVAILING AMONG THE NATIONS, AND YET EACH SEEMS TO DEEM ITS OWN BY FAR THE BEST. THOSE INHABITANTS OF ETHIOPIA WHO DWELL IN MEROE WORSHIP JUPITER AND BACCHUS ALONE; THE ARABIANS, URANIA AND BACCHUS ONLY; ALL THE EGYPTIANS, OSIRIS AND ISIS; THE SAITES, MINERVA; WHILE THE NAUCRATITES HAVE RECENTLY CLASSED SERAPIS AMONG THEIR DEITIES, AND THE REST ACCORDING TO THEIR RESPECTIVE LAWS. AND SOME ABSTAIN FROM THE FLESH OF SHEEP, AND OTHERS FROM THAT OF CROCODILES; OTHERS, AGAIN, FROM THAT OF COWS, WHILE THEY REGARD SWINE'S FLESH WITH LOATHING. THE SCYTHIANS, INDEED, REGARD IT AS A NOBLE ACT TO BANQUET UPON HUMAN BEINGS. AMONG THE INDIANS, TOO, THERE ARE SOME WHO DEEM THEMSELVES DISCHARGING A HOLY DUTY IN EATING THEIR FATHERS, AND THIS IS MENTIONED IN A CERTAIN PASSAGE BY HERODOTUS. FOR THE SAKE OF CREDIBILITY, I SHALL AGAIN QUOTE HIS VERY WORDS, FOR HE WRITES AS FOLLOWS: 'FOR IF ANY ONE WAS TO MAKE THIS PROPOSAL TO ALL MEN, VIZ., TO BID HIM SELECT OUT OF ALL EXISTING LAWS THE BEST, EACH WOULD CHOOSE, AFTER EXAMINATION, THOSE OF HIS OWN COUNTRY. MEN EACH CONSIDER THEIR OWN LAWS MUCH THE BEST, AND THEREFORE IT IS NOT LIKELY THAN ANY OTHER THAN A MADMAN WOULD MAKE THESE THINGS A SUBJECT OF RIDICULE. BUT THAT SUCH ARE THE CONCLUSIONS OF ALL MEN REGARDING THE LAWS, MAY BE DETERMINED BY MANY OTHER EVIDENCES, AND ESPECIALLY BY THE FOLLOWING ILLUSTRATION. DARIUS, DURING HIS REIGN, HAVING SUMMONED BEFORE HIM THOSE GREEKS WHO HAPPENED TO BE PRESENT AT THE TIME, INQUIRED OF THEM FOR HOW MUCH THEY WOULD BE WILLING TO EAT THEIR DECEASED FATHERS? THEIR ANSWER WAS, THAT FOR NO CONSIDERATION WOULD THEY DO SUCH A THING. AFTER THIS, DARIUS SUMMONED THOSE INDIANS WHO ARE CALLED CALLATIANS. WHO ARE IN THE HABIT OF EATING THEIR PARENTS, AND ASKED OF THEM IN THE PRESENCE OF THESE GREEKS, WHO LEARNED WHAT PASSED THROUGH AN INTERPRETER, FOR WHAT AMOUNT OF MONEY THEY WOULD UNDERTAKE TO BURN THEIR DECEASED FATHERS WITH FIRE? ON WHICH THEY RAISED A LOUD SHOUT, AND BADE THE KING SAY NO MORE.' SUCH IS THE WAY, THEN, IN WHICH THESE MATTERS ARE REGARDED. AND PINDAR APPEARS TO ME TO BE RIGHT IN SAYING THAT 'LAW' IS THE KING OF ALL THINGS." 
CHAP. XXXV. 
THE ARGUMENT OF CELSUS APPEARS TO POINT BY THESE ILLUSTRATIONS TO THIS CONCLUSION: THAT IT IS "AN OBLIGATION INCUMBENT ON ALL MEN TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THEIR COUNTRY'S CUSTOMS, IN WHICH CASE THEY WILL ESCAPE CENSURE; WHEREAS THE CHRISTIANS, WHO HAVE ABANDONED THEIR NATIVE USAGES, AND WHO ARE NOT ONE NATION LIKE THE JEWS, ARE TO BE BLAMED FOR GIVING THEIR ADHERENCE TO THE TEACHING OF JESUS." LET HIM THEN TELL US WHETHER IT IS A BECOMING THING FOR PHILOSOPHERS, AND THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN TAUGHT NOT TO YIELD TO SUPERSTITION, TO ABANDON THEIR COUNTRY'S CUSTOMS, SO AS TO EAT OF THOSE ARTICLES OF FOOD WHICH ARE PROHIBITED IN THEIR RESPECTIVE CITIES? OR WHETHER THIS PROCEEDING OF THEIRS IS OPPOSED TO WHAT IS BECOMING? FOR IF, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR PHILOSOPHY, AND THE INSTRUCTIONS WHICH THEY HAVE RECEIVED AGAINST SUPERSTITION, THEY SHOULD EAT, IN DISREGARD OF THEIR NATIVE LAWS, WHAT WAS INTERDICTED BY THEIR FATHERS, WHY SHOULD THE CHRISTIANS (SINCE THE GOSPEL REQUIRES THEM NOT TO BUSY THEMSELVES ABOUT STATUES AND IMAGES, OR EVEN ABOUT ANY OF THE CREATED WORKS OF GOD BUT TO ASCEND ON HIGH, AND PRESENT THE SOUL TO THE CREATOR); WHEN ACTING IN A SIMILAR MANNER TO THE PHILOSOPHERS, BE CENSURED FOR SO DOING? BUT IF, FOR THE SAKE OF DEFENDING THE THESIS WHICH HE HAS PROPOSED TO HIMSELF, CELSUS, OR THOSE WHO THINK WITH HIM, SHOULD SAY, THAT EVEN ONE WHO HAD STUDIED PHILOSOPHY WOULD KEEP HIS COUNTRY'S LAWS, THEN PHILOSOPHERS IN EGYPT, FOR EXAMPLE, WOULD ACT MOST RIDICULOUSLY IN AVOIDING THE EATING OF ONIONS, IN ORDER TO OBSERVE THEIR COUNTRY'S LAWS, OR CERTAIN PARTS OF THE BODY, AS THE HEAD AND SHOULDERS, IN ORDER NOT TO TRANSGRESS THE TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS. AND I DO NOT SPEAK OF THOSE EGYPTIANS WHO SHUDDER WITH FEAR AT THE DISCHARGE OF WIND FROM THE BODY, BECAUSE IF ANY ONE OF THESE WERE TO BECOME A PHILOSOPHER, AND STILL OBSERVE THE LAWS OF HIS COUNTRY, HE WOULD BE A RIDICULOUS PHILOSOPHER, ACTING VERY UNPHILOSOPHICALLY. IN THE SAME WAY, THEN, HE WHO HAS BEEN LED BY THE GOSPEL TO WORSHIP THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, AND, FROM REGARD TO HIS COUNTRY'S LAWS, LINGERS HERE BELOW AMONG IMAGES AND STATUES OF MEN, AND DOES NOT DESIRE TO ASCEND TO THE CREATOR, WILL RESEMBLE THOSE WHO HAVE INDEED LEARNED PHILOSOPHY, BUT WHO ARE AFRAID OF THINGS WHICH OUGHT TO INSPIRE NO TERRORS, AND WHO REGARD IT AS AN ACT OF IMPIETY TO EAT OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN ENUMERATED. 
CHAP. XXXVI. 
BUT WHAT SORT OF BEING IS THIS AMMON OF HERODOTUS, WHOSE WORDS CELSUS HAS QUOTED, AS IF BY WAY OF DEMONSTRATING HOW EACH ONE OUGHT TO KEEP HIS COUNTRY'S LAWS? FOR THIS AMMON WOULD NOT ALLOW THE PEOPLE OF THE CITIES OF MAREA AND APIS, WHO INHABIT THE DISTRICTS ADJACENT TO LIBYA, TO TREAT AS A MATTER OF INDIFFERENCE THE USE OF COWS' FLESH, WHICH IS A THING NOT ONLY INDIFFERENT IN ITS OWN NATURE, BUT WHICH DOES NOT PREVENT A MAN FROM BEING NOBLE AND VIRTUOUS. IF AMMON, THEN, FORBADE THE USE OF COWS' FLESH, BECAUSE OF THE ADVANTAGE WHICH RESULTS FROM THE USE OF THE ANIMAL IN THE CULTIVATION OF THE GROUND, AND IN ADDITION TO THIS, BECAUSE IT IS BY THE FEMALE THAT THE BREED IS INCREASED, THE ACCOUNT WOULD POSSESS MORE PLAUSIBILITY. BUT NOW HE SIMPLY REQUIRES THAT THOSE WHO DRINK OF THE NILE SHOULD OBSERVE THE LAWS OF THE EGYPTIANS REGARDING KINE. AND HEREUPON CELSUS, TAKING OCCASION TO PASS A JEST UPON THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE ANGELS AMONG THE JEWS AS THE AMBASSADORS OF GOD, SAYS THAT "AMMON DID NOT MAKE A WORSE AMBASSADOR OF DIVINE THINGS THAN DID THE ANGELS OF THE JEWS," INTO THE MEANING OF WHOSE WORDS AND MANIFESTATIONS HE INSTITUTED NO INVESTIGATION; OTHERWISE HE WOULD HAVE SEEN, THAT IT IS NOT FOR OXEN THAT GOD IS CONCERNED, EVEN WHERE HE MAY APPEAR TO LEGISLATE FOR THEM, OR FOR IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, BUT THAT WHAT IS WRITTEN FOR THE SAKE OF MEN, UNDER THE APPEARANCE OF RELATING TO IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, CONTAINS CERTAIN TRUTHS OF NATURE. CELSUS, MOREOVER, SAYS THAT NO WRONG IS COMMITTED BY ANY ONE WHO WISHES TO OBSERVE THE RELIGIOUS WORSHIP SANCTIONED BY THE LAWS OF HIS COUNTRY; AND IT FOLLOWS, ACCORDING TO HIS VIEW, THAT THE SCYTHIANS COMMIT NO WRONG, WHEN, IN CONFORMITY WITH THEIR COUNTRY'S LAWS, THEY EAT HUMAN BEINGS. AND THOSE INDIANS WHO EAT THEIR OWN FATHERS ARE CONSIDERED, ACCORDING TO CELSUS, TO DO A RELIGIOUS, OR AT LEAST NOT A WICKED ACT. HE ADDUCES, INDEED, A STATEMENT OF HERODOTUS WHICH FAVOURS THE PRINCIPLE THAT EACH ONE OUGHT, FROM A SENSE OF WHAT IS BECOMING, TO OBEY HIS COUNTRY'S LAWS; AND HE APPEARS TO APPROVE OF THE CUSTOM OF THOSE INDIANS CALLED CALLATIANS, WHO IN THE TIME OF DARIUS DEVOURED THEIR PARENTS, SINCE, ON DARIUS INQUIRING FOR HOW GREAT A SUM OF MONEY THEY WOULD BE WILLING TO LAY ASIDE THIS USAGE, THEY RAISED A LOUD SHOUT, AND BADE THE KING SAY NO MORE. 
CHAP. XXXVII. 
AS THERE ARE, THEN, GENERALLY TWO LAWS PRESENTED TO US, THE ONE BEING THE LAW OF NATURE, OF WHICH GOD WOULD BE THE LEGISLATOR, AND THE OTHER BEING THE WRITTEN LAW OF CITIES, IT IS A PROPER THING, WHEN THE WRITTEN LAW IS NOT OPPOSED TO THAT OF GOD, FOR THE CITIZENS NOT TO ABANDON IT UNDER PRETEXT OF FOREIGN CUSTOMS; BUT WHEN THE LAW OF NATURE, THAT IS, THE LAW OF GOD, COMMANDS WHAT IS OPPOSED TO THE WRITTEN LAW, OBSERVE WHETHER REASON WILL NOT TELL US TO BID A LONG FAREWELL TO THE WRITTEN CODE, AND TO THE DESIRE OF ITS LEGISLATORS, AND TO GIVE OURSELVES UP TO THE LEGISLATOR GOD, AND TO CHOOSE A LIFE AGREEABLE TO HIS WORD, ALTHOUGH IN DOING SO IT MAY BE NECESSARY TO ENCOUNTER DANGERS, AND COUNTLESS LABORS, AND EVEN DEATH AND DISHONOR. FOR WHEN THERE ARE SOME LAWS IN HARMONY WITH THE WILL OF GOD, WHICH ARE OPPOSED TO OTHERS WHICH ARE IN FORCE IN CITIES, AND WHEN IT IS IMPRACTICABLE TO PLEASE GOD (AND THOSE WHO ADMINISTER LAWS OF THE KIND REFERRED TO), IT WOULD BE ABSURD TO CONTEMN THOSE ACTS BY MEANS OF WHICH WE MAY PLEASE THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, AND TO SELECT THOSE BY WHICH WE SHALL BECOME DISPLEASING TO GOD, THOUGH WE MAY SATISFY UNHOLY LAWS, AND THOSE WHO LOVE THEM. BUT SINCE IT IS REASONABLE IN OTHER MATTERS TO PREFER THE LAW OF NATURE, WHICH IS THE LAW OF GOD, BEFORE THE WRITTEN LAW, WHICH HAS BEEN ENACTED BY MEN IN A SPIRIT OF OPPOSITION TO THE LAW OF GOD, WHY SHOULD WE NOT DO THIS STILL MORE IN THE CASE OF THOSE LAWS WHICH RELATE TO GOD? NEITHER SHALL WE, LIKE THE ETHIOPIANS WHO INHABIT THE PARTS ABOUT MEROE, WORSHIP, AS IS THEIR PLEASURE, JUPITER AND BACCHUS ONLY; NOR SHALL WE AT ALL REVERENCE ETHIOPIAN GODS IN THE ETHIOPIAN MANNER; NOR, LIKE THE ARABIANS, SHALL WE REGARD URANIA AND BACCHUS ALONE AS DIVINITIES; NOR IN ANY DEGREE AT ALL DEITIES IN WHICH THE DIFFERENCE OF SEX HAS BEEN A GROUND OF DISTINCTION (AS AMONG THE ARABIANS, WHO WORSHIP URANIA AS A FEMALE, AND BACCHUS AS A MALE DEITY); NOR SHALL WE, LIKE ALL THE EGYPTIANS, REGARD OSIRIS AND ISIS AS GODS; NOR SHALL WE ENUMERATE ATHENA AMONG THESE, AS THE SAITES ARE PLEASED TO DO. AND IF TO THE ANCIENT INHABITANTS OF NAUCRATIS, IT SEEMED GOOD TO WORSHIP OTHER DIVINITIES, WHILE THEIR MODERN DESCENDANTS HAVE BEGUN QUITE RECENTLY TO PAY REVERENCE TO SCRAPIS, WHO NEVER WAS A GOD AT ALL, WE SHALL NOT ON THAT ACCOUNT ASSERT THAT A NEW BEING WHO WAS NOT FORMERLY A GOD, NOR AT ALL KNOWN TO MEN, IS A DEITY. FOR THE SON OF GOD, "THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION," ALTHOUGH HE SEEMED RECENTLY TO HAVE BECOME INCARNATE, IS NOT BY ANY MEANS ON THAT ACCOUNT RECENT. FOR THE HOLY SCRIPTURES KNOW HIM TO BE THE MOST ANCIENT OF ALL THE WORKS OF CREATION; FOR IT WAS TO HIM THAT GOD SAID REGARDING THE CREATION OF MAN, "LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR IMAGE, AFTER OUR LIKENESS." 
CHAP. XXXVIII. 
I WISH, HOWEVER, TO SHOW HOW CELSUS ASSERTS WITHOUT ANY GOOD REASON, THAT EACH ONE REVERES HIS DOMESTIC AND NATIVE INSTITUTIONS. FOR HE DECLARES THAT "THOSE ETHIOPIANS WHO INHABIT MEROE KNOW ONLY OF TWO GODS, JUPITER AND BACCHUS, AND WORSHIP THESE ALONE; AND THAT THE ARABIANS ALSO KNOW ONLY OF TWO, VIZ., BACCHUS, WHO IS ALSO AN ETHIOPIAN DEITY, AND URANIA, WHOSE WORSHIP IS CONFINED TO THEM." ACCORDING TO HIS ACCOUNT, NEITHER DO THE ETHIOPIANS WORSHIP URANIA, NOR THE ARABIANS JUPITER. IF, THEN, AN ETHIOPIAN WERE FROM ANY ACCIDENT TO FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE ARABIANS, AND WERE TO BE JUDGED GUILTY OF IMPIETY BECAUSE HE DID NOT WORSHIP URANIA, AND FOR THIS REASON SHOULD INCUR THE DANGER OF DEATH, WOULD IT BE PROPER FOR THE ETHIOPIAN TO DIE, OR TO ACT CONTRARY TO HIS COUNTRY'S LAWS, AND DO OBEISANCE TO URANIA? NOW, IF IT WOULD BE PROPER FOR HIM TO ACT CONTRARY TO THE LAWS OF HIS COUNTRY, HE WILL DO WHAT IS NOT RIGHT, SO FAR AS THE LANGUAGE OF CELSUS IS ANY STANDARD; WHILE, IF HE SHOULD BE LED AWAY TO DEATH, LET HIM SHOW THE REASONABLENESS OF SELECTING SUCH A FATE. I KNOW NOT WHETHER, IF THE ETHIOPIAN DOCTRINE TAUGHT MEN TO PHILOSOPHIZE ON THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL, AND THE HONOUR WHICH IS PAID TO RELIGION, THEY WOULD REVERENCE THOSE AS DEITIES WHO ARE DEEMED TO BE SUCH BY THE LAWS OF THE COUNTRY. A SIMILAR ILLUSTRATION MAY BE EMPLOYED IN THE CASE OF THE ARABIANS, IF FROM ANY ACCIDENT THEY HAPPENED TO VISIT THE ETHIOPIANS ABOUT MEROE. FOR, HAVING BEEN TAUGHT TO WORSHIP URANIA AND BACCHUS ALONE, THEY WILL NOT WORSHIP JUPITER ALONG WITH THE ETHIOPIANS; AND IF, ADJUDGED GUILTY OF IMPIETY, THEY SHOULD BE LED AWAY TO DEATH, LET CELSUS TELL US WHAT IT WOULD BE REASONABLE ON THEIR PART TO DO. AND WITH REGARD TO THE FABLES WHICH RELATE TO OSIRIS AND ISIS, IT IS SUPERFLUOUS AND OUT OF PLACE AT PRESENT TO ENUMERATE THEM. FOR ALTHOUGH AN ALLEGORICAL MEANING MAY BE GIVEN TO THE FABLES, THEY WILL NEVERTHELESS TEACH US TO OFFER DIVINE WORSHIP TO COLD WATER, AND TO THE EARTH, WHICH IS SUBJECT TO MEN, AND ALL THE ANIMAL CREATION. FOR IN THIS WAY, I PRESUME, THEY REFER OSIRIS TO WATER, AND ISIS TO EARTH; WHILE WITH REGARD TO SERAPIS THE ACCOUNTS ARE NUMEROUS AND CONFLICTING, TO THE EFFECT THAT VERY RECENTLY HE APPEARED IN PUBLIC, AGREEABLY TO CERTAIN JUGGLING TRICKS PERFORMED AT THE DESIRE OF PTOLEMY, WHO WISHED TO SHOW TO THE PEOPLE OF ALEXANDRIA AS IT WERE A VISIBLE GOD. AND WE HAVE READ IN THE WRITINGS OF NUMENIUS THE PYTHAGOREAN REGARDING HIS FORMATION, THAT HE PARTAKES OF THE ESSENCE OF ALL THE ANIMALS AND PLANTS THAT ARE UNDER THE CONTROL OF NATURE, THAT HE MAY APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN FASHIONED INTO A GOD, NOT BY THE MAKERS OF IMAGES ALONE, WITH THE AID OF PROFANE MYSTERIES, AND JUGGLING TRICKS EMPLOYED TO INVOKE DEMONS, BUT ALSO BY MAGICIANS AND SORCERERS, AND THOSE DEMONS WHO ARE BEWITCHED BY THEIR INCANTATIONS. 
CHAP. XXXIX. 
WE MUST THEREFORE INQUIRE WHAT MAY BE FITTINGLY EATEN OR NOT BY THE RATIONAL AND GENTLE ANIMAL, WHICH ACTS ALWAYS IN CONFORMITY WITH REASON; AND NOT WORSHIP AT RANDOM, SHEEP, OR GOATS, OR KINE; TO ABSTAIN FROM WHICH IS AN ACT OF MODERATION, FOR MUCH ADVANTAGE IS DERIVED BY MEN FROM THESE ANIMALS. WHEREAS, IS IT NOT THE MOST FOOLISH OF ALL THINGS TO SPARE CROCODILES, AND TO TREAT THEM AS SACRED TO SOME FABULOUS DIVINITY OR OTHER? FOR IT IS A MARK OF EXCEEDING STUPIDITY TO SPARE THOSE ANIMALS WHICH DO NOT SPARE US, AND TO BESTOW CARE ON THOSE WHICH MAKE A PREY OF HUMAN BEINGS. BUT CELSUS APPROVES OF THOSE WHO, IN KEEPING WITH THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY, WORSHIP AND TEND CROCODILES, AND NOT A WORD DOES HE SAY AGAINST THEM, WHILE THE CHRISTIANS APPEAR DESERVING OF CENSURE, WHO HAVE BEEN TAUGHT TO LOATH EVIL, AND TO TURN AWAY FROM WICKED WORKS, AND TO REVERENCE AND HONOR VIRTUE AS BEING GENERATED BY GOD, AND AS BEING HIS SON. FOR WE MUST NOT, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR FEMININE NAME AND NATURE, REGARD WISDOM AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AS FEMALES; FOR THESE THINGS ARE IN OUR VIEW THE SON OF GOD, AS HIS GENUINE DISCIPLE HAS SHOWN, WHEN HE SAID OF HIM, "WHO OF GOD IS MADE TO US WISDOM, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND SANCTIFICATION, AND REDEMPTION." AND ALTHOUGH WE MAY CALL HIM A "SECOND" GOD, LET MEN KNOW THAT BY THE TERM "SECOND GOD" WE MEAN NOTHING ELSE THAN A VIRTUE CAPABLE OF INCLUDING ALL OTHER VIRTUES, AND A REASON CAPABLE OF CONTAINING ALL REASON WHATSOEVER WHICH EXISTS IN ALL THINGS, WHICH HAVE ARISEN NATURALLY, DIRECTLY, AND FOR THE GENERAL ADVANTAGE, AND WHICH "REASON," WE SAY, DWELT IN THE SOUL OF JESUS, AND WAS UNITED TO HIM IN A DEGREE FAR ABOVE ALL OTHER SOULS, SEEING HE ALONE WAS ENABLED COMPLETELY TO RECEIVE THE HIGHEST SHARE IN THE ABSOLUTE REASON, AND THE ABSOLUTE WISDOM, AND THE ABSOLUTE RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
CHAP. XL. 
BUT SINCE, AFTER CELSUS HAD SPOKEN TO THE ABOVE EFFECT OF THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF LAWS, HE ADDS THE FOLLOWING REMARK, "PINDAR APPEARS TO ME TO BE CORRECT IN SAYING THAT LAW IS KING OF ALL THINGS," LET US PROCEED TO DISCUSS THIS ASSERTION. WHAT LAW DO YOU MEAN TO SAY, GOOD SIR, IS "KING OF ALL THINGS?" IF YOU MEAN THOSE WHICH EXIST IN THE VARIOUS CITIES, THEN SUCH AN ASSERTION IS NOT TRUE. FOR ALL MEN ARE NOT GOVERNED BY THE SAME LAW. YOU OUGHT TO HAVE SAID THAT "LAWS ARE KINGS OF ALL MEN," FOR IN EVERY NATION SOME LAW IS KING OF ALL. BUT IF YOU MEAN THAT WHICH IS LAW IN THE PROPER SENSE, THEN IT IS THIS WHICH IS BY NATURE "KING OF ALL THINGS;" ALTHOUGH THERE ARE SOME INDIVIDUALS WHO, HAVING LIKE ROBBERS ABANDONED THE LAW, DENY ITS VALIDITY, AND LIVE LIVES OF VIOLENCE AND INJUSTICE. WE CHRISTIANS, THEN, WHO HAVE COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LAW WHICH IS BY NATURE "KING OF ALL THINGS," AND WHICH IS THE SAME WITH THE LAW OF GOD, ENDEAVOR TO REGULATE OUR LIVES BY ITS PRESCRIPTIONS, HAVING BIDDEN A LONG FAREWELL TO THOSE OF AN UNHOLY KIND. 
CHAP. XLI. 
LET US NOTICE THE CHARGES WHICH ARE NEXT ADVANCED BY CELSUS, IN WHICH THERE IS EXCEEDINGLY LITTLE THAT HAS REFERENCE TO THE CHRISTIANS, AS MOST OF THEM REFER TO THE JEWS. HIS WORDS ARE: "IF, THEN, IN THESE RESPECTS THE JEWS WERE CAREFULLY TO PRESERVE THEIR OWN LAW, THEY ARE NOT TO BE BLAMED FOR SO DOING, BUT THOSE PERSONS RATHER WHO HAVE FORSAKEN THEIR OWN USAGES, AND ADOPTED THOSE OF THE JEWS. AND IF THEY PRIDE THEMSELVES ON IT, AS BEING POSSESSED OF SUPERIOR WISDOM, AND KEEP ALOOF FROM INTERCOURSE WITH OTHERS, AS NOT BEING EQUALLY PURE WITH THEMSELVES, THEY HAVE ALREADY HEARD THAT THEIR DOCTRINE CONCERNING HEAVEN IS NOT PECULIAR TO THEM, BUT TO PASS BY ALL OTHERS, IS ONE WHICH HAS LONG AGO BEEN RECEIVED BY THE PERSIANS, AS HERODOTUS SOMEWHERE MENTIONS. 'FOR THEY HAVE A CUSTOM,' HE SAYS, 'OF GOING UP TO THE TOPS OF THE MOUNTAINS, AND OF OFFERING SACRIFICES TO JUPITER, GIVING THE NAME OF JUPITER TO THE WHOLE CIRCLE OF THE HEAVENS.' AND I THINK," CONTINUES CELSUS, "THAT IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE WHETHER YOU CALL THE HIGHEST BEING ZEUS, OR ZEN, OR ADONAI, OR SABAOTH, OR AMMOUN LIKE THE EGYPTIANS, OR PAPPAEUS LIKE THE SCYTHIANS. NOR WOULD THEY BE DEEMED AT ALL HOLIER THAN OTHERS IN THIS RESPECT, THAT THEY OBSERVE THE RITE OF CIRCUMCISION, FOR THIS WAS DONE BY THE EGYPTIANS AND COLCHIANS BEFORE THEM; NOR BECAUSE THEY ABSTAIN FROM SWINE'S FLESH, FOR THE EGYPTIANS PRACTICED ABSTINENCE NOT ONLY FROM IT, BUT FROM THE FLESH OF GOATS, AND SHEEP, AND OXEN, AND FISHES AS WELL; WHILE PYTHAGORAS AND HIS DISCIPLES DO NOT EAT BEANS, NOR ANYTHING THAT CONTAINS LIFE. IT IS NOT PROBABLE, HOWEVER, THAT THEY ENJOY GOD'S FAVOR, OR ARE LOVED BY HIM DIFFERENTLY FROM OTHERS, OR THAT ANGELS WERE SENT FROM HEAVEN TO THEM ALONE, AS IF THEY HAD HAD ALLOTTED TO THEM 'SOME REGION OF THE BLESSED,' FOR WE SEE BOTH THEMSELVES AND THE COUNTRY OF WHICH THEY WERE DEEMED WORTHY. LET THIS BAND, THEN, TAKE ITS DEPARTURE, AFTER PAYING THE PENALTY OF ITS VAUNTING, NOT HAVING A KNOWLEDGE OF THE GREAT GOD, BUT BEING LED AWAY AND DECEIVED BY THE ARTIFICES OF MOSES, HAVING BECOME HIS PUPIL TO NO GOOD END." 
CHAP. XLII. 
IT IS EVIDENT THAT, BY THE PRECEDING REMARKS, CELSUS CHARGES THE JEWS WITH FALSELY GIVING THEMSELVES OUT AS THE CHOSEN PORTION OF THE SUPREME GOD ABOVE ALL OTHER NATIONS. AND HE ACCUSES THEM OF BOASTING, BECAUSE THEY GAVE OUT THAT THEY KNEW THE GREAT GOD, ALTHOUGH THEY DID NOT REALLY KNOW HIM, BUT WERE LED AWAY BY THE ARTIFICES OF MOSES, AND WERE DECEIVED BY HIM, AND BECAME HIS DISCIPLES TO NO GOOD END. NOW WE HAVE IN THE PRECEDING PAGES ALREADY SPOKEN IN PART OF THE VENERABLE AND DISTINGUISHED POLITY OF THE JEWS, WHEN IT EXISTED AMONGST THEM AS A SYMBOL OF THE CITY OF GOD, AND OF HIS TEMPLE, AND OF THE SACRIFICIAL WORSHIP OFFERED IN IT AND AT THE ALTAR OF SACRIFICE. BUT IF ANY ONE WERE TO TURN HIS ATTENTION TO THE MEANING OF THE LEGISLATOR, AND TO THE CONSTITUTION WHICH HE ESTABLISHED, AND WERE TO EXAMINE THE VARIOUS POINTS RELATING TO HIM, AND COMPARE THEM WITH THE PRESENT METHOD OF WORSHIP AMONG OTHER NATIONS, THERE ARE NONE WHICH HE WOULD ADMIRE TO A GREATER DEGREE; BECAUSE, SO FAR AS CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED AMONG MORTALS, EVERYTHING THAT WAS NOT OF ADVANTAGE TO THE HUMAN RACE WAS WITHHELD FROM THEM, AND ONLY THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE USEFUL BESTOWED. AND FOR THIS REASON, THEY HAD NEITHER GYMNASTIC CONTESTS, NOR SCENIC REPRESENTATIONS, NOR HORSE-RACES; NOR WERE THERE AMONG THEM WOMEN WHO SOLD THEIR BEAUTY TO ANY ONE WHO WISHED TO HAVE SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WITHOUT OFFSPRING, AND TO CAST CONTEMPT UPON THE NATURE OF HUMAN GENERATION. AND WHAT AN ADVANTAGE WAS IT TO BE TAUGHT FROM THEIR TENDER YEARS TO ASCEND ABOVE ALL VISIBLE NATURE, AND TO HOLD THE BELIEF THAT GOD WAS NOT FIXED ANYWHERE WITHIN ITS LIMITS, BUT TO LOOK FOR HIM ON HIGH, AND BEYOND THE SPHERE OF ALL BODILY SUBSTANCE! AND HOW GREAT WAS THE ADVANTAGE WHICH THEY ENJOYED IN BEING INSTRUCTED ALMOST FROM THEIR BIRTH, AND AS SOON AS THEY COULD SPEAK, IN THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL, AND IN THE EXISTENCE OF COURTS OF JUSTICE UNDER THE EARTH, AND IN THE REWARDS PROVIDED FOR THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED RIGHTEOUS LIVES! THESE TRUTHS, INDEED, WERE PROCLAIMED IN THE VEIL OF FABLE TO CHILDREN, AND TO THOSE WHOSE VIEWS OF THINGS WERE CHILDISH; WHILE TO THOSE WHO WERE ALREADY OCCUPIED IN INVESTIGATING THE TRUTH, AND DESIROUS OF MAKING PROGRESS THEREIN, THESE FABLES, SO TO SPEAK, WERE TRANSFIGURED INTO THE TRUTHS WHICH WERE CONCEALED WITHIN THEM. AND I CONSIDER THAT IT WAS IN A MANNER WORTHY OF THEIR NAME AS THE "PORTION OF GOD" THAT THEY DESPISED ALL KINDS OF DIVINATION, AS THAT WHICH BEWITCHES MEN TO NO PURPOSE, AND WHICH PROCEEDS RATHER FROM WICKED DEMONS THAN FROM ANYTHING OF A BETTER NATURE; AND SOUGHT THE KNOWLEDGE OF FUTURE EVENTS IN THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO, OWING TO THEIR HIGH DEGREE OF PURITY, RECEIVED THE SPIRIT OF THE SUPREME GOD. 
CHAP. XLIII. 
BUT WHAT NEED IS THERE TO POINT OUT HOW AGREEABLE TO SOUND REASON, AND UNATTENDED WITH INJURY EITHER TO MASTER OR SLAVE, WAS THE LAW THAT ONE OF THE SAME FAITHS SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO CONTINUE IN SLAVERY MORE THAN SIX YEARS? THE JEWS, THEN, CANNOT BE SAID TO PRESERVE THEIR OWN LAW IN THE SAME POINTS WITH THE OTHER NATIONS. FOR IT WOULD BE CENSURABLE IN THEM, AND WOULD INVOLVE A CHARGE OF INSENSIBILITY TO THE SUPERIORITY OF THEIR LAW, IF THEY WERE TO BELIEVE THAT THEY HAD BEEN LEGISLATED FOR IN THE SAME WAY AS THE OTHER NATIONS AMONG THE HEATHEN. AND ALTHOUGH CELSUS WILL NOT ADMIT IT, THE JEWS NEVERTHELESS ARE POSSESSED OF A WISDOM SUPERIOR NOT ONLY TO THAT OF THE MULTITUDE, BUT ALSO OF THOSE WHO HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF PHILOSOPHERS; BECAUSE THOSE WHO ENGAGE IN PHILOSOPHICAL PURSUITS, AFTER THE UTTERANCE OF THE MOST VENERABLE PHILOSOPHICAL SENTIMENTS, FALL AWAY INTO THE WORSHIP OF IDOLS AND DEMONS, WHEREAS THE VERY LOWEST JEW DIRECTS HIS LOOK TO THE SUPREME GOD ALONE; AND THEY DO WELL, INDEED, SO FAR AS THIS POINT IS CONCERNED, TO PRIDE THEMSELVES THEREON, AND TO KEEP ALOOF FROM THE SOCIETY OF OTHERS AS ACCURSED AND IMPIOUS. AND WOULD THAT THEY HAD NOT SINNED, AND TRANSGRESSED THE LAW, AND SLAIN THE PROPHETS IN FORMER TIMES, AND IN THESE LATTER DAYS CONSPIRED AGAINST JESUS, THAT WE MIGHT BE IN POSSESSION OF A PATTERN OF A HEAVENLY CITY WHICH EVEN PLATO WOULD HAVE SOUGHT TO DESCRIBE; ALTHOUGH I DOUBT WHETHER HE COULD HAVE ACCOMPLISHED AS MUCH AS WAS DONE BY MOSES AND THOSE WHO FOLLOWED HIM, WHO NOURISHED A "CHOSEN GENERATION," AND "A HOLY NATION," DEDICATED TO GOD, WITH WORDS FREE FROM ALL SUPERSTITION. 
CHAP. XLIV. 
BUT AS CELSUS WOULD COMPARE THE VENERABLE CUSTOMS OF THE JEWS WITH THE LAWS OF CERTAIN NATIONS, LET US PROCEED TO LOOK AT THEM. HE IS OF OPINION, ACCORDINGLY, THAT THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE DOCTRINE REGARDING "HEAVEN" AND THAT REGARDING "GOD;" AND HE SAYS THAT "THE PERSIANS, LIKE THE JEWS, OFFER SACRIFICES TO JUPITER UPON THE TOPS OF THE MOUNTAINS,"--NOT OBSERVING THAT, AS THE JEWS WERE ACQUAINTED WITH ONE GOD, SO THEY HAD ONLY ONE HOLY HOUSE OF PRAYER, AND ONE ALTAR OF WHOLE BURNT-OFFERINGS, AND ONE CENSER FOR INCENSE, AND ONE HIGH PRIEST OF GOD. THE JEWS, THEN, HAD NOTHING IN COMMON WITH THE PERSIANS, WHO ASCEND THE SUMMITS OF THEIR MOUNTAINS, WHICH ARE MANY IN NUMBER, AND OFFER UP SACRIFICES WHICH HAVE NOTHING IN COMMON WITH THOSE WHICH ARE REGULATED BY THE MOSAIC CODE,--IN CONFORMITY TO WHICH THE JEWISH PRIESTS "SERVED UNTO THE EXAMPLE AND SHADOW OF HEAVENLY THINGS," EXPLAINING ENIGMATICALLY THE OBJECT OF THE LAW REGARDING THE SACRIFICES, AND THE THINGS OF WHICH THESE SACRIFICES WERE THE SYMBOLS. THE PERSIANS THEREFORE MAY CALL THE "WHOLE CIRCLE OF HEAVEN" JUPITER; BUT WE MAINTAIN THAT "THE HEAVEN" IS NEITHER JUPITER NOR GOD, AS WE INDEED KNOW THAT CERTAIN BEINGS OF A CLASS INFERIOR TO GOD HAVE ASCENDED ABOVE THE HEAVENS AND ALL VISIBLE NATURE: AND IN THIS SENSE WE UNDERSTAND THE WORDS, "PRAISE GOD, YE HEAVEN OF HEAVENS, AND YE WATERS THAT BE ABOVE THE HEAVENS: LET THEM PRAISE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD." 
CHAP. XLV. 
AS CELSUS, HOWEVER, IS OF OPINION THAT IT MATTERS NOTHING WHETHER THE HIGHEST BEING BE CALLED JUPITER, OR ZEN, OR ADONAI, OR SABAOTH, OR AMMOUN (AS THE EGYPTIANS TERM HIM), OR PAPPAEUS (AS THE SCYTHIANS ENTITLE HIM), LET US DISCUSS THE POINT FOR A LITTLE, REMINDING THE READER AT THE SAME TIME OF WHAT HAS BEEN SAID ABOVE UPON THIS QUESTION, WHEN THE LANGUAGE OF CELSUS LED US TO CONSIDER THE SUBJECT. AND NOW WE MAINTAIN THAT THE NATURE OF NAMES IS NOT, AS ARISTOTLE SUPPOSES, AN ENACTMENT OF THOSE WHO IMPOSE THEM. FOR THE LANGUAGES WHICH ARE PREVALENT AMONG MEN DO NOT DERIVE THEIR ORIGIN FROM MEN, AS IS EVIDENT TO THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO ASCERTAIN THE NATURE OF THE CHARMS WHICH ARE APPROPRIATED BY THE INVENTORS OF THE LANGUAGES DIFFERENTLY, ACCORDING TO THE VARIOUS TONGUES, AND TO THE VARYING PRONUNCIATIONS OF THE NAMES, ON WHICH WE HAVE SPOKEN BRIEFLY IN THE PRECEDING PAGES, REMARKING THAT WHEN THOSE NAMES WHICH IN A CERTAIN LANGUAGE WERE POSSESSED OF A NATURAL POWER WERE TRANSLATED INTO ANOTHER, THEY WERE NO LONGER ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH WHAT THEY DID BEFORE WHEN UTTERED IN THEIR NATIVE TONGUES. AND THE SAME PECULIARITY IS FOUND TO APPLY TO MEN; FOR IF WE WERE TO TRANSLATE THE NAME OF ONE WHO WAS CALLED FROM HIS BIRTH BY A CERTAIN APPELLATION IN THE GREEK LANGUAGE INTO THE EGYPTIAN OR ROMAN, OR ANY OTHER TONGUE, WE COULD NOT MAKE HIM DO OR SUFFER THE SAME THINGS WHICH HE WOULD HAVE DONE OR SUFFERED UNDER THE APPELLATION FIRST BESTOWED UPON HIM. NAY, EVEN IF WE TRANSLATED INTO THE GREEK LANGUAGE THE NAME OF AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HAD BEEN ORIGINALLY INVOKED IN THE ROMAN TONGUE, WE COULD NOT PRODUCE THE RESULT WHICH THE INCANTATION PROFESSED ITSELF CAPABLE OF ACCOMPLISHING HAD IT PRESERVED THE NAME FIRST CONFERRED UPON HIM. AND IF THESE STATEMENTS ARE TRUE WHEN SPOKEN OF THE NAMES OF MEN, WHAT ARE WE TO THINK OF THOSE WHICH ARE TRANSFERRED, FOR ANY CAUSE WHATEVER, TO THE DEITY? FOR EXAMPLE, SOMETHING IS TRANSFERRED FROM THE NAME ABRAHAM WHEN TRANSLATED INTO GREEK, AND SOMETHING IS SIGNIFIED BY THAT OF ISAAC, AND ALSO BY THAT OF JACOB; AND ACCORDINGLY, IF ANY ONE, EITHER IN AN INVOCATION OR IN SWEARING AN OATH, WERE TO USE THE EXPRESSION, "THE GOD OF ABRAHAM," AND "THE GOD OF ISAAC," AND "THE GOD OF JACOB," HE WOULD PRODUCE CERTAIN EFFECTS, EITHER OWING TO THE NATURE OF THESE NAMES OR TO THEIR POWERS, SINCE EVEN DEMONS ARE VANQUISHED AND BECOME SUBMISSIVE TO HIM WHO PRONOUNCES THESE NAMES; WHEREAS IF WE SAY, "THE GOD OF THE CHOSEN FATHER OF THE ECHO, AND THE GOD OF LAUGHTER, AND THE GOD OF HIM WHO STRIKES WITH THE HEEL," THE MENTION OF THE NAME IS ATTENDED WITH NO RESULT, AS IS THE CASE WITH OTHER NAMES POSSESSED OF NO POWER. AND IN THE SAME WAY, IF WE TRANSLATE THE WORD "ISRAEL" INTO GREEK OR ANY OTHER LANGUAGE, WE SHALL PRODUCE NO RESULT; BUT IF WE RETAIN IT AS IT IS, AND JOIN IT TO THOSE EXPRESSIONS TO WHICH SUCH AS ARE SKILLED IN THESE MATTERS THINK IT OUGHT TO BE UNITED, THERE WOULD THEN FOLLOW SOME RESULT FROM THE PRONUNCIATION OF THE WORD WHICH WOULD ACCORD WITH THE PROFESSIONS OF THOSE WHO EMPLOY SUCH INVOCATIONS. AND WE MAY SAY THE SAME ALSO OF THE PRONUNCIATION OF "SABAOTH," A WORD WHICH IS FREQUENTLY EMPLOYED IN INCANTATIONS; FOR IF WE TRANSLATE THE TERM INTO "LORD OF HOSTS," OR "LORD OF ARMIES," OR "ALMIGHTY" (DIFFERENT ACCEPTATION OF IT HAVING BEEN PROPOSED BY THE INTERPRETERS), WE SHALL ACCOMPLISH NOTHING; WHEREAS IF WE RETAIN THE ORIGINAL PRONUNCIATION, WE SHALL, AS THOSE WHO ARE SKILLED IN SUCH MATTERS MAINTAIN, PRODUCE SOME EFFECT. AND THE SAME OBSERVATION HOLDS GOOD OF ADONAI. IF, THEN, NEITHER "SABAOTH" NOR "ADONAI," WHEN RENDERED INTO WHAT APPEARS TO BE THEIR MEANING IN THE GREEK TONGUE, CAN ACCOMPLISH ANYTHING, HOW MUCH LESS WOULD BE THE RESULT AMONG THOSE WHO REGARD IT AS A MATTER OF INDIFFERENCE WHETHER THE HIGHEST BEING BE CALLED JUPITER, OR ZEN, OR ADONAI, OR SABAOTH! 
CHAP. XLVI. 
IT WAS FOR THESE AND SIMILAR MYSTERIOUS REASONS, WITH WHICH MOSES AND THE PROPHETS WERE ACQUAINTED, THAT THEY FORBADE THE NAME OF OTHER GODS TO BE PRONOUNCED BY HIM WHO BETHOUGHT HIMSELF OF PRAYING TO THE ONE SUPREME GOD ALONE, OR TO BE REMEMBERED BY A HEART WHICH HAD BEEN TAUGHT TO BE PURE FROM ALL FOOLISH THOUGHTS AND WORDS. AND FOR THESE REASONS WE SHOULD PREFER TO ENDURE ALL MANNER OF SUFFERING RATHER THAN ACKNOWLEDGE JUPITER TO BE GOD. FOR WE DO NOT CONSIDER JUPITER AND SABAOTH TO BE THE SAME, NOR JUPITER TO BE AT ALL DIVINE, BUT THAT SOME DEMON, UNFRIENDLY TO MEN AND TO THE TRUE GOD, REJOICES UNDER THIS TITLE. AND ALTHOUGH THE EGYPTIANS WERE TO HOLD AMMON BEFORE US UNDER THREAT OF DEATH, WE WOULD RATHER DIE THAN ADDRESS HIM AS GOD, IT BEING A NAME USED IN ALL PROBABILITY IN CERTAIN EGYPTIAN INCANTATIONS IN WHICH THIS DEMON IS INVOKED. AND ALTHOUGH THE SCYTHIANS MAY CALL PAPPAEUS THE SUPREME GOD, VET WE WILL NOT YIELD OUR ASSENT TO THIS; GRANTING, INDEED, THAT THERE IS A SUPREME DEITY, ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT GIVE THE NAME PAPPAEUS TO HIM AS HIS PROPER TITLE, BUT REGARD IT AS ONE WHICH IS AGREEABLE TO THE DEMON TO WHOM WAS ALLOTTED THE DESERT OF SCYTHIA, WITH ITS PEOPLE AND ITS LANGUAGE. HE, HOWEVER, WHO GIVES GOD HIS TITLE IN THE SCYTHIAN TONGUE, OR IN THE EGYPTIAN OR IN ANY LANGUAGE IN WHICH HE HAS BEEN BROUGHT UP, WILL NOT BE GUILTY OF SIN. 
CHAP. XLVII. 
NOW THE REASON WHY CIRCUMCISION IS PRACTICED AMONG THE JEWS IS NOT THE SAME AS THAT WHICH EXPLAINS ITS EXISTENCE AMONG THE EGYPTIANS AND COLCHIANS, AND THEREFORE IT IS NOT TO BE CONSIDERED THE SAME CIRCUMCISION. AND AS HE WHO SACRIFICES DOES NOT SACRIFICE TO THE SAME GOD, ALTHOUGH HE APPEARS TO PERFORM THE RITE OF SACRIFICE IN A SIMILAR MANNER, AND HE WHO OFFERS UP PRAYER DOES NOT PRAY TO THE SAME DIVINITY, ALTHOUGH HE ASKS THE SAME THINGS IN HIS SUPPLICATION; SO, IN THE SAME WAY, IF ONE PERFORMS THE RITE OF CIRCUMCISION, IT BY NO MEANS FOLLOWS THAT IT IS NOT A DIFFERENT ACT FROM THE CIRCUMCISION PERFORMED UPON ANOTHER. FOR THE PURPOSE, AND THE LAW, AND THE WISH OF HIM WHO PERFORMS THE RITE, PLACE THE ACT IN A DIFFERENT CATEGORY. BUT THAT THE WHOLE SUBJECT MAY BE STILL BETTER UNDERSTOOD, WE HAVE TO REMARK THAT THE TERM FOR "RIGHTEOUSNESS" IS THE SAME AMONG ALL THE GREEKS; BUT RIGHTEOUSNESS IS SHOWN TO BE ONE THING ACCORDING TO THE VIEW OF EPICURUS; AND ANOTHER ACCORDING TO THE STOICS, WHO DENY THE THREEFOLD DIVISION OF THE SOUL; AND A DIFFERENT THING AGAIN ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWERS OF PLATO, WHO HOLD THAT RIGHTEOUSNESS IS THE PROPER BUSINESS OF THE PARTS OF THE SOUL. AND SO ALSO THE "COURAGE" OF EPICURES IS ONE THING, WHO WOULD UNDERGO SOME LABORS IN ORDER TO ESCAPE FROM A GREATER NUMBER; AND A DIFFERENT THING THAT OF THE PHILOSOPHER OF THE PORCH, WHO WOULD CHOOSE ALL VIRTUE FOR ITS OWN SAKE; AND A DIFFERENT THING STILL THAT OF PLATO, WHO MAINTAINS THAT VIRTUE ITSELF IS THE ACT OF THE IRASCIBLE PART OF THE SOUL, AND WHO ASSIGNS TO IT A PLACE ABOUT THE BREAST. AND SO, CIRCUMCISION WILL BE A DIFFERENT THING ACCORDING TO THE VARYING OPINIONS OF THOSE WHO UNDERGO IT. BUT ON SUCH A SUBJECT IT IS UNNECESSARY TO SPEAK ON THIS OCCASION IN A TREATISE LIKE THE PRESENT; FOR WHOEVER DESIRES TO SEE WHAT LED US TO THE SUBJECT, CAN READ WHAT WE HAVE SAID UPON IT IN THE EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS. 
CHAP. XLVIII. 
ALTHOUGH THE JEWS, THEN, PRIDE THEMSELVES ON CIRCUMCISION, THEY WILL SEPARATE IT NOT ONLY FROM THAT OF THE COLCHIANS AND EGYPTIANS, BUT ALSO FROM THAT OF THE ARABIAN ISHMAELITES; AND YET THE LATTER WAS DERIVED FROM THEIR ANCESTOR ABRAHAM, THE FATHER OF ISHMAEL, WHO UNDERWENT THE RITE OF CIRCUMCISION ALONG WITH HIS FATHER. THE JEWS SAY THAT THE CIRCUMCISION PERFORMED ON THE EIGHTH DAY IS THE PRINCIPAL CIRCUMCISION, AND THAT WHICH IS PERFORMED ACCORDING TO CIRCUMSTANCES IS DIFFERENT; AND PROBABLY IT WAS PERFORMED ON ACCOUNT OF THE HOSTILITY OF SOME ANGEL TOWARDS THE JEWISH NATION, WHO HAD THE POWER TO INJURE SUCH OF THEM AS WERE NOT CIRCUMCISED, BUT WAS POWERLESS AGAINST THOSE WHO HAD UNDERGONE THE RITE. THIS MAY BE SAID TO APPEAR FROM WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF EXODUS, WHERE THE ANGEL BEFORE THE CIRCUMCISION OF ELIEZER WAS ABLE TO WORK AGAINST MOSES, BUT COULD DO NOTHING AFTER HIS SON WAS CIRCUMCISED. AND WHEN ZIPPORAH HAD LEARNED THIS, SHE TOOK A PEBBLE AND CIRCUMCISED HER CHILD, AND IS RECORDED, ACCORDING TO THE READING OF THE COMMON COPIES, TO HAVE SAID, "THE BLOOD OF MY CHILD'S CIRCUMCISION IS STAYED," BUT ACCORDING TO THE HEBREW TEXT, "A BLOODY HUSBAND ART THOU TO ME." FOR SHE HAD KNOWN THE STORY ABOUT A CERTAIN ANGEL HAVING POWER BEFORE THE SHEDDING OF THE BLOOD, BUT WHO BECAME POWERLESS THROUGH THE BLOOD OF CIRCUMCISION. FOR WHICH REASON THE WORDS WERE ADDRESSED TO MOSES, "A BLOODY HUSBAND ART THOU TO ME." BUT THESE THINGS, WHICH APPEAR RATHER OF A CURIOUS NATURE, AND NOT LEVEL TO THE COMPREHENSION OF THE MULTITUDE, I HAVE VENTURED TO TREAT AT SUCH LENGTH; AND NOW I SHALL ONLY ADD, AS BECOMES A CHRISTIAN, ONE THING MORE, AND SHALL THEN PASS ON TO WHAT FOLLOWS. I FOR THIS ANGEL MIGHT HAVE HAD POWER, I THINK, OVER THOSE OF THE PEOPLE WHO WERE NOT CIRCUMCISED, AND GENERALLY OVER ALL WHO WORSHIPPED ONLY THE CREATOR; AND THIS POWER LASTED SO LONG AS JESUS HAD NOT ASSUMED A HUMAN BODY. BUT WHEN HE HAD DONE THIS, AND HAD UNDERGONE THE RITE OF CIRCUMCISION IN HIS OWN PERSON, ALL THE POWER OF THE ANGEL OVER THOSE WHO PRACTICE THE SAME WORSHIP, BUT ARE NOT CIRCUMCISED, WAS ABOLISHED; FOR JESUS REDUCED IT TO NAUGHT BY (THE POWER OF) HIS UNSPEAKABLE DIVINITY. AND THEREFORE, HIS DISCIPLES ARE FORBIDDEN TO CIRCUMCISE THEMSELVES, AND ARE REMINDED (BY THE APOSTLE): "IF YE BE CIRCUMCISED, CHRIST SHALL PROFIT YOU NOTHING." 
CHAP. XLIX. 
BUT NEITHER DO THE JEWS PRIDE THEMSELVES UPON ABSTAINING FROM SWINE'S FLESH, AS IF IT WERE SOME GREAT THING; BUT UPON THEIR HAVING ASCERTAINED THE NATURE OF CLEAN AND UNCLEAN ANIMALS, AND THE CAUSE OF THE DISTINCTION, AND OF SWINE BEING CLASSED AMONG THE UNCLEAN. AND THESE DISTINCTIONS WERE SIGNS OF CERTAIN THINGS UNTIL THE ADVENT OF JESUS; AFTER WHOSE COMING IT WAS SAID TO HIS DISCIPLE, WHO DID NOT YET COMPREHEND THE DOCTRINE CONCERNING THESE MATTERS, BUT WHO SAID, "NOTHING THAT IS COMMON OR UNCLEAN HATH ENTERED INTO MY MOUTH," "WHAT GOD HATH CLEANSED, CALL NOT THOU COMMON." IT THEREFORE IN NO WAY AFFECTS EITHER THE JEWS OR US THAT THE EGYPTIAN PRIESTS ABSTAIN NOT ONLY FROM THE FLESH OF SWINE, BUT ALSO FROM THAT OF GOATS, AND SHEEP, AND OXEN, AND FISH. BUT SINCE IT IS NOT THAT "WHICH ENTERETH INTO THE MOUTH THAT DEFILES A MAN," AND SINCE "MEAT DOES NOT COMMEND US TO GOD," WE DO NOT SET GREAT STORE ON REFRAINING FROM EATING, NOR YET ARE WE INDUCED TO EAT FROM A GLUTTONOUS APPETITE. AND THEREFORE, SO FAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED, THE FOLLOWERS OF PYTHAGORAS, WHO ABSTAIN FROM ALL THINGS THAT CONTAIN LIFE MAY DO AS THEY PLEASE; ONLY OBSERVE THE DIFFERENT REASON FOR ABSTAINING FROM THINGS THAT HAVE LIFE ON THE PART OF THE PYTHAGOREANS AND OUR ASCETICS. FOR THE FORMER ABSTAIN ON ACCOUNT OF THE FABLE ABOUT THE TRANSMIGRATION OF SOULS, AS THE POET SAYS: - "AND SOME ONE, LIFTING UP HIS BELOVED SON, WILL SLAY HIM AFTER PRAYER; O HOW FOOLISH HE!" WE, HOWEVER, WHEN WE DO ABSTAIN, DO SO BECAUSE "WE KEEP UNDER OUR BODY, AND BRING IT INTO SUBJECTION," AND DESIRE "TO MORTIFY OUR MEMBERS THAT ARE UPON THE EARTH, FORNICATION, UNCLEANNESS, INORDINATE AFFECTION, EVIL CONCUPISCENCE;" AND WE USE EVERY EFFORT TO "MORTIFY THE DEEDS OF THE FLESH." 
CHAP. L. 
CELSUS, STILL EXPRESSING HIS OPINION REGARDING THE JEWS, SAYS: "IT IS NOT PROBABLE THAT THEY ARE IN GREAT FAVOUR WITH GOD, OR ARE REGARDED BY HIM WITH MORE AFFECTION THAN OTHERS, OR THAT ANGELS ARE SENT BY HIM TO THEM ALONE, AS IF TO THEM HAD BEEN ALLOTTED SOME REGION OF THE BLESSED. FOR WE MAY SEE BOTH THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES, AND THE COUNTRY OF WHICH THEY WERE DEEMED WORTHY." WE SHALL REFUTE THIS, BY REMARKING THAT IT IS EVIDENT THAT THIS NATION WAS IN GREAT FAVOUR WITH GOD, FROM THE FACT THAT THE GOD WHO PRESIDES OVER ALL THINGS WAS CALLED THE GOD OF THE HEBREWS, EVEN BY THOSE WHO WERE ALIENS TO OUR FAITH. AND BECAUSE THEY WERE IN FAVOUR WITH GOD, THEY WERE NOT ABANDONED BY HIM; BUT ALTHOUGH FEW IN NUMBER, THEY CONTINUED TO ENJOY THE PROTECTION OF THE DIVINE POWER, SO THAT IN THE REIGN OF ALEXANDER OF MACEDON THEY SUSTAINED NO INJURY FROM HIM, ALTHOUGH THEY REFUSED, ON ACCOUNT OF CERTAIN COVENANTS AND OATHS, TO TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST DARIUS. THEY SAY THAT ON THAT OCCASION THE JEWISH HIGH PRIEST, CLOTHED IN HIS SACRED ROBE, RECEIVED OBEISANCE FROM ALEXANDER, WHO DECLARED THAT HE HAD BEHELD AN INDIVIDUAL ARRAYED IN THIS FASHION, WHO ANNOUNCED TO HIM IN HIS SLEEP THAT HE WAS TO BE THE SUBJUGATOR OF THE WHOLE OF ASIA. ACCORDINGLY, WE CHRISTIANS MAINTAIN THAT "IT WAS THE FORTUNE OF THAT PEOPLE IN A REMARKABLE DEGREE TO ENJOY GOD'S FAVOUR, AND TO BE LOVED BY HIM IN A WAY DIFFERENT FROM OTHERS;" BUT THAT THIS ECONOMY OF THINGS AND THIS DIVINE FAVOUR WERE TRANSFERRED TO US, AFTER JESUS HAD CONVEYED THE POWER WHICH HAD BEEN MANIFESTED AMONG THE JEWS TO THOSE WHO HAD BECOME CONVERTS TO HIM FROM AMONG THE HEATHEN. AND FOR THIS REASON, ALTHOUGH THE ROMANS DESIRED TO PERPETRATE MANY ATROCITIES AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS, IN ORDER TO ENSURE THEIR EXTERMINATION, THEY WERE UNSUCCESSFUL; FOR THERE WAS A DIVINE HAND WHICH FOUGHT ON THEIR BEHALF, AND WHOSE DESIRE IT WAS THAT THE WORD OF GOD SHOULD SPREAD FROM ONE COMER OF THE LAND OF JUDEA THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE. 
CHAP. LI. 
BUT SEEING THAT WE HAVE ANSWERED TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY THE CHARGES BROUGHT BY CELSUS AGAINST THE JEWS AND THEIR DOCTRINE, LET US PROCEED TO CONSIDER WHAT FOLLOWS, AND TO PROVE THAT IT IS NO EMPTY BOAST ON OUR PART WHEN WE MAKE. A PROFESSION OF KNOWING THE GREAT GOD, AND THAT WE HAVE NOT BEEN LED AWAY BY ANY JUGGLING TRICKS OF MOSES (AS CELSUS IMAGINES), OR EVEN OF OUR OWN SAVIOUR JESUS; BUT THAT FOR A GOOD END WE LISTEN TO THE GOD WHO SPEAKS IN MOSES, AND HAVE ACCEPTED JESUS, WHOM HE TESTIFIES TO BE GOD, AS THE SON OF GOD, IN HOPE OF RECEIVING THE BEST REWARDS IF WE REGULATE OUR LIVES ACCORDING TO HIS WORD. AND WE SHALL WILLINGLY PASS OVER WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY STATED BY WAY OF ANTICIPATION ON THE POINTS, "WHENCE WE CAME AND WHO IS OUR LEADER, AND WHAT LAW PROCEEDED FROM HIM." AND IF CELSUS WOULD MAINTAIN THAT THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN US AND THE EGYPTIANS, WHO WORSHIP THE GOAT, OR THE RAM, OR THE CROCODILE, OR THE OX, OR THE RIVER-HORSE, OR THE DOG-FACED BABOON, OR THE CAT, HE CAN ASCERTAIN IF IT BE SO, AND SO MAY ANY OTHER WHO THINKS ALIKE ON THE SUBJECT. WE, HOWEVER, HAVE TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY DEFENDED OURSELVES AT GREAT LENGTH IN THE PRECEDING PAGES ON THE SUBJECT OF THE HONOUR WHICH WE RENDER TO OUR JESUS, POINTING OUT THAT WE HAVE FOUND THE BETTER PART; AND THAT IN SHOWING THAT THE TRUTH WHICH IS CONTAINED IN THE TEACHING OF JESUS CHRIST IS PURE AND UNMIXED WITH ERROR, WE ARE NOT COMMENDING OURSELVES, BUT OUR TEACHER, TO WHOM TESTIMONY WAS BORNE THROUGH MANY WITNESSES BY THE SUPREME GOD AND THE PROPHETIC WRITINGS AMONG THE JEWS, AND BY THE VERY CLEARNESS OF THE CASE ITSELF, FOR IT IS DEMONSTRATED THAT HE COULD NOT HAVE ACCOMPLISHED SUCH MIGHTY WORKS WITHOUT THE DIVINE HELP. 
CHAP. LII. 
BUT THE STATEMENT OF CELSUS WHICH WE WISH TO EXAMINE AT PRESENT IS THE FOLLOWING: "LET US THEN PASS OVER THE REFUTATIONS WHICH MIGHT BE ADDUCED AGAINST THE CLAIMS OF THEIR TEACHER, AND LET HIM BE REGARDED AS REALLY AN ANGEL. BUT IS HE THE FIRST AND ONLY ONE WHO CAME (TO MEN), OR WERE THERE OTHERS BEFORE HIM? IF THEY SHOULD SAY THAT HE IS THE ONLY ONE, THEY WOULD BE CONVICTED OF TELLING LIES AGAINST THEMSELVES. FOR THEY ASSERT THAT ON MANY OCCASIONS OTHERS CAME, AND SIXTY OR SEVENTY OF THEM TOGETHER, AND THAT THESE BECAME WICKED, AND WERE CAST UNDER THE EARTH AND PUNISHED WITH CHAINS, AND THAT FROM THIS SOURCE ORIGINATE THE WARM SPRINGS, WHICH ARE THEIR TEARS; AND, MOREOVER, THAT THERE CAME AN ANGEL TO THE TOMB OF THIS SAID BEING--ACCORDING TO SOME, INDEED, ONE, BUT ACCORDING TO OTHERS, TWO--WHO ANSWERED THE WOMEN THAT HE HAD ARISEN. FOR THE SON OF GOD COULD NOT HIMSELF, AS IT SEEMS, OPEN THE TOMB, BUT NEEDED THE HELP OF ANOTHER TO ROLL AWAY THE STONE. AND AGAIN, ON ACCOUNT OF THE PREGNANCY OF MARY, THERE CAME AN ANGEL TO THE CARPENTER, AND ONCE MORE ANOTHER ANGEL, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT TAKE UP THE YOUNG CHILD AND FLEE AWAY (INTO EGYPT). BUT WHAT NEED IS THERE TO PARTICULARIZE EVERYTHING, OR TO COUNT UP THE NUMBER OF ANGELS SAID TO HAVE BEEN SENT TO MOSES, AND OTHERS AMONGST THEM? IF, THEN, OTHERS WERE SENT, IT IS MANIFEST THAT HE ALSO CAME FROM THE SAME GOD. BUT HE MAY BE SUPPOSED TO HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF ANNOUNCING SOMETHING OF GREATER IMPORTANCE (THAN THOSE WHO PRECEDED HIM), AS IF THE JEWS HAD BEEN COMMITTING SIN, OR CORRUPTING THEIR RELIGION, OR DOING DEEDS OF IMPIETY; FOR THESE THINGS ARE OBSCURELY HINTED AT." 
CHAP. LIII. 
THE PRECEDING REMARKS MIGHT SUFFICE AS AN ANSWER TO THE CHARGES OF CELSUS, SO FAR AS REGARDS THOSE POINTS IN WHICH OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST IS MADE THE SUBJECT OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATION. BUT THAT WE MAY AVOID THE APPEARANCE OF INTENTIONALLY PASSING OVER ANY PORTION OF HIS WORK, AS IF WE WERE UNABLE TO MEET HIM, LET US, EVEN AT THE RISK OF BEING TAUTOLOGICAL (SINCE WE ARE CHALLENGED TO THIS BY CELSUS), ENDEAVOR AS FAR AS WE CAN WITH ALL DUE BREVITY TO CONTINUE OUR DISCOURSE, SINCE PERHAPS SOMETHING EITHER MORE PRECISE OR MORE NOVEL MAY OCCUR TO US UPON THE SEVERAL TOPICS. HE SAYS, INDEED, THAT "HE HAS OMITTED THE REFUTATIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN ADDUCED AGAINST THE CLAIMS WHICH CHRISTIANS ADVANCE ON BEHALF OF THEIR TEACHER," ALTHOUGH HE HAS NOT OMITTED ANYTHING WHICH HE WAS ABLE TO BRING FORWARD, AS IS MANIFEST FROM HIS PREVIOUS LANGUAGE, BUT MAKES THIS STATEMENT ONLY AS AN EMPTY RHETORICAL DEVICE. THAT WE ARE NOT REFUTED, HOWEVER, ON THE SUBJECT OF OUR GREAT SAVIOUR, ALTHOUGH THE ACCUSER MAY APPEAR TO REFUTE US, WILL BE MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO PERUSE IN A SPIRIT OF TRUTH-LOVING INVESTIGATION ALL THAT IS PREDICTED AND RECORDED OF HIM. AND, IN THE NEXT PLACE, SINCE HE CONSIDERS THAT HE MAKES A CONCESSION IN SAYING OF THE SAVIOUR, "LET HIM APPEAR TO BE REALLY AN ANGEL," WE REPLY THAT WE DO NOT ACCEPT OF SUCH A CONCESSION FROM CELSUS; BUT WE LOOK TO THE WORK OF HIM WHO CAME TO VISIT THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE IN HIS WORD AND TEACHING, AS EACH ONE OF HIS ADHERENTS WAS CAPABLE OF RECEIVING HIM. AND THIS WAS THE WORK OF ONE WHO, AS THE PROPHECY REGARDING HIM SAID, WAS NOT SIMPLY AN ANGEL, BUT THE "ANGEL OF THE GREAT COUNSEL:" FOR HE ANNOUNCED TO MEN THE GREAT COUNSEL OF THE GOD AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL THINGS REGARDING THEM, (SAYING) OF THOSE WHO YIELD THEMSELVES UP TO A LIFE OF PURE RELIGION, THAT THEY ASCEND BY MEANS OF THEIR GREAT DEEDS TO GOD; BUT OF THOSE WHO DO NOT ADHERE TO HIM, THAT THEY PLACE THEMSELVES AT A DISTANCE FROM GOD, AND JOURNEY ON TO DESTRUCTION THROUGH THEIR UNBELIEF OF HIM. HE THEN CONTINUES: "IF EVEN THE ANGEL CAME TO MEN, IS HE THE FIRST AND ONLY ONE WHO CAME, OR DID OTHERS COME ON FORMER OCCASIONS?" AND HE THINKS HE CAN MEET EITHER OF THESE DILEMMAS AT GREAT LENGTH, ALTHOUGH THERE IS NOT A SINGLE REAL CHRISTIAN WHO ASSERTS THAT CHRIST WAS THE ONLY BEING THAT VISITED THE HUMAN RACE. FOR, AS CELSUS SAYS, "IF THEY SHOULD SAY THE ONLY ONE," THERE ARE OTHERS WHO APPEARED TO DIFFERENT INDIVIDUALS. 
CHAP. LIV. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, HE PROCEEDS TO ANSWER HIMSELF AS HE THINKS FIT IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS: "AND SO HE IS NOT THE ONLY ONE WHO IS RECORDED TO HAVE VISITED THE HUMAN RACE, AS EVEN THOSE WHO, UNDER PRETEXT OF TEACHING IN THE NAME OF JESUS, HAVE APOSTATIZED FROM THE CREATOR AS AN INFERIOR BEING, AND HAVE GIVEN IN THEIR ADHERENCE TO ONE WHO IS A SUPERIOR GOD AND FATHER OF HIM WHO VISITED (THE WORLD), ASSERT THAT BEFORE HIM CERTAIN BEINGS CAME FROM THE CREATOR TO VISIT THE HUMAN RACE." NOW, AS IT IS IN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH THAT WE INVESTIGATE ALL THAT RELATES TO THE SUBJECT, WE SHALL REMARK THAT IT IS ASSERTED BY APELLES, THE CELEBRATED DISCIPLE OF MARCION, WHO BECAME THE FOUNDER OF A CERTAIN SECT, AND WHO TREATED THE WRITINGS OF THE JEWS AS FABULOUS, THAT JESUS IS THE ONLY ONE THAT CAME TO VISIT THE HUMAN RACE. EVEN AGAINST HIM, THEN, WHO MAINTAINED THAT JESUS WAS THE ONLY ONE THAT CAME FROM GOD TO MEN, IT WOULD BE IN VAIN FOR CELSUS TO QUOTE THE STATEMENTS REGARDING THE DESCENT OF OTHER ANGELS, SEEING APELLES DISCREDITS, AS WE HAVE ALREADY MENTIONED, THE MIRACULOUS NARRATIVES OF THE JEWISH SCRIPTURES; AND MUCH MORE WILL HE DECLINE TO ADMIT WHAT CELSUS HAS ADDUCED, FROM NOT UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENTS OF THE BOOK OF ENOCH. NO ONE, THEN, CONVICTS US OF FALSEHOOD, OR OF MAKING CONTRADICTORY ASSERTIONS, AS IF WE MAINTAINED BOTH THAT OUR SAVIOUR WAS THE ONLY BEING THAT EVER CAME TO MEN, AND YET THAT MANY OTHERS CAME ON DIFFERENT OCCASIONS. AND IN A MOST CONFUSED MANNER, MOREOVER, DOES BE ADDUCE, WHEN EXAMINING THE SUBJECT OF THE VISITS OF ANGELS TO MEN, WHAT HE HAS DERIVED, WITHOUT SEEING ITS MEANING, FROM THE CONTENTS OF THE BOOK OF ENOCH; FOR HE DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE READ THE PASSAGES IN QUESTION, NOR TO HAVE BEEN AWARE THAT THE BOOKS WHICH BEAR THE NAME ENOCH DO NOT AT ALL CIRCULATE IN THE CHURCHES AS DIVINE, ALTHOUGH IT IS FROM THIS SOURCE THAT HE MIGHT BE SUPPOSED TO HAVE OBTAINED THE STATEMENT, THAT "SIXTY OR SEVENTY ANGELS DESCENDED AT THE SAME TIME, WHO FELL INTO A STATE OF WICKEDNESS." 
CHAP. LV. 
BUT, THAT WE MAY GRANT TO HIM IN A SPIRIT OF CANDOR WHAT HE HAS NOT DISCOVERED IN THE CONTENTS OF THE BOOK OF GENESIS, THAT "THE SONS OF GOD, SEEING THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN, THAT THEY WERE FAIR, TOOK TO THEM WIVES OF ALL WHOM THEY CHOSE," WE SHALL NEVERTHELESS EVEN ON THIS POINT PERSUADE THOSE WHO ARE CAPABLE OF UNDERSTANDING THE MEANING OF THE PROPHET, THAT EVEN BEFORE US THERE WAS ONE WHO REFERRED THIS NARRATIVE TO THE DOCTRINE REGARDING SOULS, WHICH BECAME POSSESSED WITH A DESIRE FOR THE CORPOREAL LIFE OF MEN, AND THIS IN METAPHORICAL LANGUAGE, HE SAID, WAS TERMED "DAUGHTERS OF MEN." BUT WHATEVER MAY BE THE MEANING OF THE "SONS OF GOD DESIRING TO POSSESS THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN," IT WILL NOT AT ALL CONTRIBUTE TO PROVE THAT JESUS WAS NOT THE ONLY ONE WHO VISITED MANKIND AS AN ANGEL, AND WHO MANIFESTLY BECAME THE SAVIOUR AND BENEFACTOR OF ALL THOSE WHO DEPART FROM THE FLOOD OF WICKEDNESS. THEN, MIXING UP AND CONFUSING WHATEVER HE HAD AT ANY TIME HEARD, OR HAD ANYWHERE FOUND WRITTEN--WHETHER HELD TO BE OF DIVINE ORIGIN AMONG CHRISTIANS OR NOT--HE ADDS: "THE SIXTY OR SEVENTY WHO DESCENDED TOGETHER WERE CAST UNDER THE EARTH, AND WERE PUNISHED WITH CHAINS." AND HE QUOTES (AS FROM THE BOOK OF ENOCH, BUT WITHOUT NAMING IT) THE FOLLOWING: "AND HENCE IT IS THAT THE TEARS OF THESE ANGELS ARE WARM SPRINGS,"--A THING NEITHER MENTIONED NOR HEARD OF IN THE CHURCHES OF GOD! FOR NO ONE WAS EVER SO FOOLISH AS TO MATERIALIZE INTO HUMAN TEARS THOSE WHICH WERE SHED BY THE ANGELS WHO HAD COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN. AND IF IT WERE RIGHT TO PASS A JEST UPON WHAT IS ADVANCED AGAINST US IN A SERIOUS SPIRIT BY CELSUS, WE MIGHT OBSERVE THAT NO ONE WOULD EVER HAVE SAID THAT HOT SPRINGS, THE GREATER PART OF WHICH ARE FRESH WATER, WERE THE TEARS OF THE ANGELS, SINCE TEARS ARE SALTISH IN THEIR NATURE, UNLESS INDEED THE ANGELS, IN THE OPINION OF CELSUS, SHED TEARS WHICH ARE FRESH. 
CHAP. LVI. 
PROCEEDING IMMEDIATELY AFTER TO MIX UP AND COMPARE WITH ONE ANOTHER THINGS THAT ARE DISSIMILAR, AND INCAPABLE OF BEING UNITED, HE SUBJOINS TO HIS STATEMENT REGARDING THE SIXTY OR SEVENTY ANGELS WHO CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND WHO, ACCORDING TO HIM, SHED FOUNTAINS OF WARM WATER FOR TEARS, THE FOLLOWING: "IT IS RELATED ALSO THAT THERE CAME TO THE TOMB OF JESUS HIMSELF, ACCORDING TO SOME, TWO ANGELS, ACCORDING TO OTHERS, ONE;" HAVING FAILED TO NOTICE, I THINK, THAT MATTHEW AND MARK SPEAK OF ONE, AND LUKE AND JOHN OF TWO, WHICH STATEMENTS ARE NOT CONTRADICTORY. FOR THEY WHO MENTION "ONE," SAY THAT IT WAS HE WHO ROLLED AWAY THE STONE FROM THE SEPULCHER; WHILE THEY WHO MENTION "TWO," REFER TO THOSE WHO APPEARED IN SHINING RAIMENT TO THE WOMEN THAT REPAIRED TO THE SEPULCHER, OR WHO WERE SEEN WITHIN SITTING IN WHITE GARMENTS. EACH OF THESE OCCURRENCES MIGHT NOW BE DEMONSTRATED TO HAVE ACTUALLY TAKEN PLACE, AND TO BE INDICATIVE OF A FIGURATIVE MEANING EXISTING IN THESE "PHENOMENA," (AND INTELLIGIBLE) TO THOSE WHO WERE PREPARED TO BEHOLD THE RESURRECTION OF THE WORD. SUCH A TASK, HOWEVER, DOES NOT BELONG TO OUR PRESENT PURPOSE, BUT RATHER TO AN EXPOSITION OF THE GOSPEL. 
CHAP. LVII. 
NOW, THAT MIRACULOUS APPEARANCES HAVE SOMETIMES BEEN WITNESSED BY HUMAN BEINGS, IS RELATED BY THE GREEKS; AND NOT ONLY BY THOSE OF THEM WHO MIGHT BE SUSPECTED OF COMPOSING FABULOUS NARRATIVES, BUT ALSO BY THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN EVERY EVIDENCE OF BEING GENUINE PHILOSOPHERS, AND OF HAVING RELATED WITH PERFECT TRUTH WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO THEM. ACCOUNTS OF THIS KIND WE HAVE READ IN THE WRITINGS OF CHRYSIPPUS OF SOLI, AND ALSO SOME THINGS OF THE SAME KIND RELATING TO PYTHAGORAS; AS WELL AS IN SOME OF THE MORE RECENT WRITERS WHO LIVED A VERY SHORT TIME AGO, AS IN THE TREATISE OF PLUTARCH OF CHAERONEA "ON THE SOUL," AND IN THE SECOND BOOK OF THE WORK OF NUMENIUS THE PYTHAGOREAN ON THE "INCORRUPTIBILITY OF THE SOUL." NOW, WHEN SUCH ACCOUNTS ARE RELATED BY THE GREEKS, AND ESPECIALLY BY THE PHILOSOPHERS AMONG THEM, THEY ARE NOT TO BE RECEIVED WITH MOCKERY AND RIDICULE, NOR TO BE REGARDED AS FICTIONS AND FABLES; BUT WHEN THOSE WHO ARE DEVOTED TO THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, AND WHO ENDURE ALL KINDS OF INJURY, EVEN TO DEATH ITSELF, RATHER THAN ALLOW A FALSEHOOD TO ESCAPE THEIR LIPS REGARDING GOD, ANNOUNCE THE APPEARANCES OF ANGELS WHICH THEY HAVE THEMSELVES WITNESSED, THEY ARE TO BE DEEMED UNWORTHY OF BELIEF, AND THEIR WORDS ARE NOT TO BE REGARDED AS TRUE! NOW IT IS OPPOSED TO SOUND REASON TO JUDGE IN THIS WAY WHETHER INDIVIDUALS ARE SPEAKING TRUTH OR FALSEHOOD. FOR THOSE WHO ACT HONESTLY, ONLY AFTER A LONG AND CAREFUL EXAMINATION INTO THE DETAILS OF A SUBJECT, SLOWLY AND CAUTIOUSLY EXPRESS THEIR OPINION OF THE VERACITY OR FALSEHOOD OF THIS OR THAT PERSON WITH REGARD TO THE MARVELS WHICH THEY MAY RELATE; SINCE IT IS THE CASE THAT NEITHER DO ALL MEN SHOW THEMSELVES WORTHY OF BELIEF, NOR DO ALL MAKE IT DISTINCTLY EVIDENT THAT THEY ARE RELATING TO MEN ONLY FICTIONS AND FABLES. MOREOVER, REGARDING THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS FROM THE DEAD, WE HAVE THIS REMARK TO MAKE, THAT IT IS NOT AT ALL WONDERFUL IF, ON SUCH AN OCCASION, EITHER ONE OR TWO ANGELS SHOULD HAVE APPEARED TO ANNOUNCE THAT JESUS HAD RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE SAFETY OF THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN SUCH AN EVENT TO THE ADVANTAGE OF THEIR SOULS. NOR DOES IT APPEAR TO ME AT ALL UNREASONABLE, THAT THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS, AND WHO MANIFEST, AS A FRUIT OF THEIR FAITH NOT TO BE LIGHTLY ESTEEMED, THEIR POSSESSION OF A VIRTUOUS LIFE, AND THEIR WITHDRAWAL FROM THE FLOOD OF EVILS, SHOULD NOT BE UNATTENDED BY ANGELS WHO LEND THEIR HELP IN ACCOMPLISHING THEIR CONVERSION TO GOD. 
CHAP. LVIII. 
BUT CELSUS CHALLENGES THE ACCOUNT ALSO THAT AN ANGEL ROLLED AWAY THE STONE FROM THE SEPULCHER WHERE THE BODY OF JESUS LAY, ACTING LIKE A LAD AT SCHOOL, WHO SHOULD BRING A CHARGE AGAINST ANY ONE BY HELP OF A STRING OF COMMONPLACES. AND, AS IF HE HAD DISCOVERED SOME CLEVER OBJECTION TO THE NARRATIVE, HE REMARKS: "THE SON OF GOD, THEN, IT APPEARS, COULD NOT OPEN HIS TOMB, BUT REQUIRED THE AID OF ANOTHER TO ROLL AWAY THE STONE." NOW, NOT TO OVERDO THE DISCUSSION. OF THIS MATTER, OR TO HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF UNREASONABLY INTRODUCING PHILOSOPHICAL REMARKS, BY EXPLAINING THE FIGURATIVE MEANING AT PRESENT, I SHALL SIMPLY SAY OF THE NARRATIVE ALONE, THAT IT DOES APPEAR IN ITSELF A MORE RESPECTFUL PROCEEDING, THAT THE SERVANT AND INFERIOR SHOULD HAVE ROLLED AWAY THE STONE, THAN THAT SUCH AN ACT SHOULD HAVE BEEN PERFORMED BY HIM WHOSE RESURRECTION WAS TO BE FOR THE ADVANTAGE OF MANKIND. I DO NOT SPEAK OF THE DESIRE OF THOSE WHO CONSPIRED AGAINST THE WORD, AND WHO WISHED TO PUT HIM TO DEATH, AND TO SHOW TO ALL MEN THAT HE WAS DEAD AND NON-EXISTENT, THAT HIS TOMB SHOULD NOT BE OPENED, IN ORDER THAT NO ONE MIGHT BEHOLD THE WORD ALIVE AFTER THEIR CONSPIRACY; BUT THE "ANGEL OF GOD" WHO CAME INTO THE WORLD FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN, WITH THE HELP OF ANOTHER ANGEL, PROVED MORE POWERFUL THAN THE CONSPIRATORS, AND ROLLED AWAY THE WEIGHTY STONE, THAT THOSE WHO DEEMED THE WORD TO BE DEAD MIGHT BE CONVINCED THAT HE IS NOT WITH THE "DEPARTED," BUT IS ALIVE, AND PRECEDES THOSE WHO ARE WILLING TO FOLLOW HIM, THAT HE MAY MANIFEST TO THEM THOSE TRUTHS WHICH COME AFTER THOSE WHICH HE FORMERLY SHOWED THEM AT THE TIME OF THEIR FIRST ENTRANCE (INTO THE SCHOOL OF CHRISTIANITY), WHEN THEY WERE AS YET INCAPABLE OF RECEIVING DEEPER INSTRUCTION. IN THE NEXT PLACE, I DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT ADVANTAGE HE THINKS WILL ACCRUE TO HIS PURPOSE WHEN HE RIDICULES THE ACCOUNT OF "THE ANGEL'S VISIT TO JOSEPH REGARDING THE PREGNANCY OF MARY;" AND AGAIN, THAT OF THE ANGEL TO WARN THE PARENTS "TO TAKE UP THE NEW-BORN CHILD, WHOSE LIFE WAS IN DANGER, AND TO FLEE WITH IT INTO EGYPT." CONCERNING THESE MATTERS, HOWEVER, WE HAVE IN THE PRECEDING PAGES ANSWERED HIS STATEMENTS. BUT WHAT DOES CELSUS MEAN BY SAYING, THAT "ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES, ANGELS ARE RECORDED TO HAVE BEEN SENT TO MOSES, AND OTHERS AS WELL?" FOR IT APPEARS TO ME TO CONTRIBUTE NOTHING TO HIS PURPOSE, AND ESPECIALLY BECAUSE NONE OF THEM MADE ANY EFFORT TO ACCOMPLISH, AS FAR AS IN HIS POWER, THE CONVERSION OF THE HUMAN RACE FROM THEIR SINS. LET IT BE GRANTED, HOWEVER, THAT OTHER ANGELS WERE SENT FROM GOD, BUT THAT HE CAME TO ANNOUNCE SOMETHING OF GREATER IMPORTANCE (THAN ANY OTHERS WHO PRECEDED HIM); AND WHEN THE JEWS HAD FALLEN INTO SIN, AND CORRUPTED THEIR RELIGION, AND HAD DONE UNHOLY DEEDS, TRANSFERRED THE KINGDOM OF GOD TO OTHER HUSBANDMEN, WHO IN ALL THE CHURCHES TAKE SPECIAL CARE OF THEMSELVES, AND USE EVERY ENDEAVOR BY MEANS OF A HOLY LIFE, AND BY A DOCTRINE CONFORMABLE THERETO, TO WIN OVER TO THE GOD OF ALL THINGS THOSE WHO WOULD RUSH AWAY FROM THE TEACHING OF JESUS. 
CHAP. LIX. 
CELSUS THEN CONTINUES: "THE JEWS ACCORDINGLY, AND THESE (CLEARLY MEANING THE CHRISTIANS), HAVE THE SAME GOD;" AND AS IF ADVANCING A PROPOSITION WHICH WOULD NOT BE CONCEDED, HE PROCEEDS TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING ASSERTION: "IT IS CERTAIN, INDEED, THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE GREAT CHURCH ADMIT THIS, AND ADOPT AS TRUE THE ACCOUNTS REGARDING THE CREATION OF THE WORLD WHICH ARE CURRENT AMONG THE JEWS, VIZ., CONCERNING THE SIX DAYS AND THE SEVENTH;" ON WHICH DAY, AS THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, GOD "CEASED" FROM HIS WORKS, RETIRING INTO THE CONTEMPLATION OF HIMSELF, BUT ON WHICH, AS CELSUS SAYS (WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY THE LETTER OF THE HISTORY, AND WHO DOES NOT UNDERSTAND ITS MEANING), GOD "RESTED,"--A TERM WHICH IS NOT FOUND IN THE RECORD. WITH RESPECT, HOWEVER, TO THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, AND THE "REST WHICH IS RESERVED AFTER IT FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD," THE SUBJECT IS EXTENSIVE, AND MYSTICAL, AND PROFOUND, AND DIFFICULT OF EXPLANATION. IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS IT APPEARS TO ME, FROM A DESIRE TO FILL UP HIS BOOK, AND TO GIVE IT AN APPEARANCE OF IMPORTANCE, HE RECKLESSLY ADDS CERTAIN STATEMENTS, SUCH AS THE FOLLOWING, RELATING TO THE FIRST MAN, OF WHOM HE SAYS: "WE GIVE THE SAME ACCOUNT. AS DO THE JEWS, AND DEDUCE THE SAME GENEALOGY FROM HIM AS THEY DO." HOWEVER, AS REGARDS "THE CONSPIRACIES OF BROTHERS AGAINST ONE ANOTHER," WE KNOW OF NONE SUCH, SAVE THAT CAIN CONSPIRED AGAINST ABEL, AND ESAU AGAINST JACOB; BUT NOT ABEL AGAINST CAIN, NOR JACOB AGAINST ESAU: FOR IF THIS HAD BEEN THE CASE, CELSUS WOULD HAVE BEEN CORRECT IN SAYING THAT WE GIVE THE SAME ACCOUNTS AS DO THE JEWS OF "THE CONSPIRACIES OF BROTHERS AGAINST ONE ANOTHER." LET IT BE GRANTED, HOWEVER, THAT WE SPEAK OF THE SAME DESCENT INTO EGYPT AS THEY, AND OF THEIR RETURN THENCE, WHICH WAS NOT A "FLIGHT," AS CELSUS CONSIDERS IT TO HAVE BEEN, WHAT DOES THAT AVAIL TOWARDS FOUNDING AN ACCUSATION AGAINST US OR AGAINST THE JEWS? HERE, INDEED, HE THOUGHT TO CAST RIDICULE UPON US, WHEN, IN SPEAKING OF THE HEBREW PEOPLE, HE TERMED THEIR EXODUS A "FLIGHT;" BUT WHEN IT WAS HIS BUSINESS TO INVESTIGATE THE ACCOUNT OF THE PUNISHMENTS INFLICTED BY GOD UPON EGYPT, THAT TOPIC HE PURPOSELY PASSED BY IN SILENCE. 
CHAP. LX. 
IF, HOWEVER, IT BE NECESSARY TO EXPRESS OURSELVES WITH PRECISION IN OUR ANSWER TO CELSUS, WHO THINKS THAT WE HOLD THE SAME OPINIONS ON THE MATTERS IN QUESTION AS DO THE JEWS, WE WOULD SAY THAT WE BOTH AGREE THAT THE BOOKS (OF SCRIPTURE) WERE WRITTEN BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, BUT THAT WE DO NOT AGREE ABOUT THE MEANING OF THEIR CONTENTS; FOR WE DO NOT REGULATE OUR LIVES LIKE THE JEWS, BECAUSE WE ARE OF OPINION THAT THE LITERAL ACCEPTATION OF THE LAWS IS NOT THAT WHICH CONVEYS THE MEANING OF THE LEGISLATION. AND WE MAINTAIN, THAT "WHEN MOSES IS READ, THE VEIL IS UPON THEIR HEART," BECAUSE THE MEANING OF THE LAW OF MOSES HAS BEEN CONCEALED FROM THOSE WHO HAVE NOT WELCOMED THE WAY WHICH IS BY JESUS CHRIST. BUT WE KNOW THAT IF ONE TURN TO THE LORD (FOR "THE LORD IS THAT SPIRIT"), THE VEIL BEING TAKEN AWAY, "HE BEHOLDS, AS IN A MIRROR WITH UNVEILED FACE, THE GLORY OF THE LORD" IN THOSE THOUGHTS WHICH ARE CONCEALED IN THEIR LITERAL EXPRESSION, AND TO HIS OWN GLORY BECOMES A PARTICIPATOR OF THE DIVINE GLORY; THE TERM "FACE" BEING USED FIGURATIVELY FOR THE "UNDERSTANDING," AS ONE WOULD CALL IT WITHOUT A FIGURE, IN WHICH IS THE FACE OF THE "INNER MAN," FILLED WITH LIGHT AND GLORY, FLOWING FROM THE TRUE COMPREHENSION OF THE CONTENTS OF THE LAW. 
CHAP. LXI. 
AFTER THE ABOVE REMARKS HE PROCEEDS AS FOLLOWS: "LET NO ONE SUPPOSE THAT I AM IGNORANT THAT SOME OF THEM WILL CONCEDE THAT THEIR GOD IS THE SAME AS THAT OF THE JEWS, WHILE OTHERS WILL MAINTAIN THAT HE IS A DIFFERENT ONE, TO WHOM THE LATTER IS IN OPPOSITION, AND THAT IT WAS FROM THE FORMER THAT THE SON CAME," NOW, IF HE IMAGINE THAT THE EXISTENCE OF NUMEROUS HERESIES AMONG THE CHRISTIANS IS A GROUND OF ACCUSATION AGAINST CHRISTIANITY, WHY, IN A SIMILAR WAY, SHOULD IT NOT BE A GROUND OF ACCUSATION AGAINST PHILOSOPHY, THAT THE VARIOUS SECTS OF PHILOSOPHERS DIFFER FROM EACH OTHER, NOT ON SMALL AND INDIFFERENT POINTS, BUT UPON THOSE OF THE HIGHEST IMPORTANCE? NAY, MEDICINE ALSO OUGHT TO BE A SUBJECT OF ATTACK, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS MANY CONFLICTING SCHOOLS. LET IT BE ADMITTED, THEN, THAT THERE ARE AMONGST US SOME WHO DENY THAT OUR GOD IS THE SAME AS THAT OF THE JEWS: NEVERTHELESS, ON THAT ACCOUNT THOSE ARE NOT TO BE BLAMED WHO PROVE FROM THE SAME SCRIPTURES THAT ONE AND THE SAME DEITY IS THE GOD OF THE JEWS AND OF THE GENTILES ALIKE, AS PAUL, TOO, DISTINCTLY SAYS, WHO WAS A CONVERT FROM JUDAISM TO CHRISTIANITY, "I THANK MY GOD, WHOM I SERVE FROM MY FOREFATHERS WITH A PURE CONSCIENCE." AND LET IT BE ADMITTED ALSO, THAT THERE IS A THIRD CLASS WHO CALL CERTAIN PERSONS "CARNAL," AND OTHERS "SPIRITUAL,"--I THINK HE HERE MEANS THE FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS,--YET WHAT DOES THIS AVAIL AGAINST US, WHO BELONG TO THE CHURCH, AND WHO MAKE IT AN ACCUSATION AGAINST SUCH AS HOLD THAT CERTAIN NATURES ARE SAVED, AND THAT OTHERS PERISH IN CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR NATURAL CONSTITUTION? AND LET IT BE ADMITTED FURTHER, THAT THERE ARE SOME WHO GIVE THEMSELVES OUT AS GNOSTICS, IN THE SAME WAY AS THOSE EPICUREANS WHO CALL THEMSELVES PHILOSOPHERS: YET NEITHER WILL THEY WHO ANNIHILATE THE DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE BE DEEMED TRUE PHILOSOPHERS, NOR THOSE TRUE CHRISTIANS WHO INTRODUCE MONSTROUS INVENTIONS, WHICH ARE DISAPPROVED OF BY THOSE WHO ARE THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS. LET IT BE ADMITTED, MOREOVER, THAT THERE ARE SOME WHO ACCEPT JESUS, AND WHO BOAST ON THAT ACCOUNT OF BEING CHRISTIANS, AND YET WOULD REGULATE THEIR LIVES, LIKE THE JEWISH MULTITUDE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE JEWISH LAW,--AND THESE ARE THE TWOFOLD SECT OF EBIONITES, WHO EITHER ACKNOWLEDGE WITH US THAT JESUS WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN, OR DENY THIS, AND MAINTAIN THAT HE WAS BEGOTTEN LIKE OTHER HUMAN BEINGS,--WHAT DOES THAT AVAIL BY WAY OF CHARGE AGAINST SUCH AS BELONG TO THE CHURCH, AND WHOM CELSUS HAS STYLED "THOSE OF THE MULTITUDE?" HE ADDS, ALSO, THAT CERTAIN OF THE CHRISTIANS ARE BELIEVERS IN THE SIBYL, HAVING PROBABLY MISUNDERSTOOD SOME WHO BLAMED SUCH AS BELIEVED IN THE EXISTENCE OF A PROPHETIC SIBYL, AND TERMED THOSE WHO HELD THIS BELIEF SIBYLLISTS. HE NEXT POURS DOWN UPON US A HEAP OF NAMES, SAYING THAT HE KNOWS OF THE EXISTENCE OF CERTAIN SIMONIANS WHO WORSHIP HELENE, OR HELENUS, AS THEIR TEACHER, AND ARE CALLED HELENIANS. BUT IT HAS ESCAPED THE NOTICE OF CELSUS THAT THE SIMONIANS DO NOT AT ALL ACKNOWLEDGE JESUS TO BE THE SON OF GOD, BUT TERM SIMON THE "POWER" OF GOD, REGARDING WHOM THEY RELATE CERTAIN MARVELOUS STORIES, SAYING THAT HE IMAGINED THAT IF HE COULD BECOME POSSESSED OF SIMILAR POWERS TO THOSE WITH WHICH BE BELIEVED JESUS TO BE ENDOWED, HE TOO WOULD BECOME AS POWERFUL AMONG MEN AS JESUS WAS AMONGST THE MULTITUDE. BUT NEITHER CELSUS NOR SIMON COULD COMPREHEND HOW JESUS, LIKE A GOOD HUSBANDMAN OF THE WORD OF GOD, WAS ABLE TO SOW THE GREATER PART OF GREECE, AND OF BARBARIAN LANDS, WITH HIS DOCTRINE, AND TO FILL THESE COUNTRIES WITH WORDS WHICH TRANSFORM THE SOUL FROM ALL THAT IS EVIL, AND BRING IT BACK TO THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS. CELSUS KNOWS, MOREOVER, CERTAIN MARCELLIANS, SO CALLED FROM MARCELLINA, AND HARPOCRATIANS FROM SALOME, AND OTHERS WHO DERIVE THEIR NAME FROM MARIAMME, AND OTHERS AGAIN FROM MARTHA. WE, HOWEVER, WHO FROM A LOVE OF LEARNING EXAMINE TO THE UTMOST OF OUR ABILITY NOT ONLY THE CONTENTS OF SCRIPTURE, AND THE DIFFERENCES TO WHICH THEY GIVE RISE, BUT HAVE ALSO, FROM LOVE TO THE TRUTH, INVESTIGATED AS FAR AS WE COULD THE OPINIONS OF PHILOSOPHERS, HAVE NEVER AT ANY TIME MET WITH THESE SECTS. HE MAKES MENTION ALSO OF THE MARCIONITES, WHOSE LEADER WAS MARCION. 
CHAP. LXIII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, THAT HE MAY HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF KNOWING STILL MORE THAN HE HAS YET MENTIONED, HE SAYS, AGREEABLY TO HIS USUAL CUSTOM, THAT "THERE ARE OTHERS WHO HAVE WICKEDLY INVENTED SOME BEING AS THEIR TEACHER AND DEMON, AND WHO WALLOW ABOUT IN A GREAT DARKNESS, MORE UNHOLY AND ACCURSED THAN THAT OF THE COMPANIONS OF THE EGYPTIAN ANTINOUS." AND HE SEEMS TO ME, INDEED, IN TOUCHING ON THESE MATTERS, TO SAY WITH A CERTAIN DEGREE OF TRUTH, THAT THERE ARE CERTAIN OTHERS WHO HAVE WICKEDLY INVENTED ANOTHER DEMON, AND WHO HAVE FOUND HIM TO BE THEIR LORD, AS THEY WALLOW ABOUT IN THE GREAT DARKNESS OF THEIR IGNORANCE. WITH RESPECT, HOWEVER, TO ANTINOUS, WHO IS COMPARED WITH OUR JESUS, WE SHALL NOT REPEAT WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY SAID IN THE PRECEDING PAGES. "MOREOVER," HE CONTINUES, "THESE PERSONS UTTER AGAINST ONE ANOTHER DREADFUL BLASPHEMIES, SAYING ALL MANNER OF THINGS SHAMEFUL TO BE SPOKEN; NOR WILL THEY YIELD IN THE SLIGHTEST POINT FOR THE SAKE OF HARMONY, HATING EACH OTHER WITH A PERFECT HATRED." NOW, IN ANSWER TO THIS, WE HAVE ALREADY SAID THAT IN PHILOSOPHY AND MEDICINE SECTS ARE TO BE FOUND WARRING AGAINST SECTS. WE, HOWEVER, WHO ARE FOLLOWERS OF THE WORD OF JESUS, AND HAVE EXERCISED OURSELVES IN THINKING, AND SAYING, AND DOING WHAT IS IN HARMONY WITH HIS WORDS, "WHEN REVILED, BLESS; BEING PERSECUTED, WE SUFFER IT; BEING DEFAMED, WE ENTREAT;" AND WE WOULD NOT UTTER "ALL MANNER OF THINGS SHAMEFUL TO BE SPOKEN" AGAINST THOSE WHO HAVE ADOPTED DIFFERENT OPINIONS FROM OURS, BUT, IF POSSIBLE, USE EVERY EXERTION TO RAISE THEM TO A BETTER CONDITION THROUGH ADHERENCE TO THE CREATOR ALONE, AND LEAD THEM TO PERFORM EVERY ACT AS THOSE WHO WILL (ONE DAY) BE JUDGED. AND IF THOSE WHO HOLD DIFFERENT OPINIONS WILL NOT BE CONVINCED, WE OBSERVE THE INJUNCTION LAID DOWN FOR THE TREATMENT OF SUCH: "A MAN THAT IS A HERETIC, AFTER THE FIRST AND SECOND ADMONITION, REJECT, KNOWING THAT HE THAT IS SUCH IS SUBVERTED, AND SINNETH, BEING CONDEMNED OF HIMSELF." MOREOVER, WE WHO KNOW THE MAXIM, "BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS," AND THIS ALSO, "BLESSED ARE THE MEEK," WOULD NOT REGARD WITH HATRED THE CORRUPTERS OF CHRISTIANITY, NOR TERM THOSE WHO HAD FALLEN INTO ERROR CIRCES AND FLATTERING DECEIVERS. 
CHAP. LXIV. 
CELSUS APPEARS TO ME TO HAVE MISUNDERSTOOD THE STATEMENT OF THE APOSTLE, WHICH DECLARES THAT "IN THE LATTER TIMES SOME SHALL DEPART FROM THE FAITH, GIVING HEED TO SEDUCING SPIRITS AND DOCTRINES OF DEVILS; SPEAKING LIES IN HYPOCRISY, HAVING THEIR CONSCIENCE SEARED WITH A HOT IRON; FORBIDDING TO MARRY, AND COMMANDING TO ABSTAIN FROM MEATS, WHICH GOD HATH CREATED TO BE RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING OF THEM WHO BELIEVE;" AND TO HAVE MISUNDERSTOOD ALSO THOSE WHO EMPLOYED THESE DECLARATIONS OF THE APOSTLE AGAINST SUCH AS HAD CORRUPTED THE DOCTRINES OF CHRISTIANITY. AND IT IS OWING TO THIS CAUSE THAT CELSUS HAS SAID THAT "CERTAIN AMONG THE CHRISTIANS ARE CALLED 'CAUTERIZED IN THE EARS;' " AND ALSO THAT SOME ARE TERMED "ENIGMAS,"--A TERM WHICH WE HAVE NEVER MET. THE EXPRESSION "STUMBLING-BLOCK" IS, INDEED, OF FREQUENT OCCURRENCE IN THESE WRITINGS, AN APPELLATION WHICH WE ARE ACCUSTOMED TO APPLY TO THOSE WHO TURN AWAY SIMPLE PERSONS, AND THOSE WHO ARE EASILY DECEIVED, FROM SOUND DOCTRINE. BUT NEITHER WE, NOR, I IMAGINE, ANY OTHER, WHETHER CHRISTIAN OR HERETIC, KNOW OF ANY WHO ARE STYLED SIRENS, WHO BETRAY AND DECEIVE, AND STOP THEIR EARS, AND CHANGE INTO SWINE THOSE WHOM THEY DELUDE. AND YET THIS MAN, WHO AFFECTS TO KNOW EVERYTHING, USES SUCH LANGUAGE AS THE FOLLOWING: "YOU MAY HEAR," HE SAYS, "ALL THOSE WHO DIFFER SO WIDELY, AND WHO ASSAIL EACH OTHER IN THEIR DISPUTES WITH THE MOST SHAMELESS LANGUAGE, UTTERING THE WORDS, 'THE WORLD IS CRUCIFIED TO ME, AND I UNTO THE WORLD.'" AND THIS IS THE ONLY PHRASE WHICH, IT APPEARS, CELSUS COULD REMEMBER OUT OF PAUL'S WRITINGS; AND YET WHY SHOULD WE NOT ALSO EMPLOY INNUMERABLE OTHER QUOTATIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES, SUCH AS, "FOR THOUGH WE DO WALK IN THE FLESH, WE DO NOT WAR AFTER THE FLESH; (FOR THE WEAPONS OF OUR WARFARE ARE NOT CARNAL, BUT MIGHTY THROUGH GOD TO THE PULLING DOWN OF STRONGHOLDS,) CASTING DOWN IMAGINATIONS, AND EVERY HIGH THING THAT EXALTETH ITSELF AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD?" 
CHAP. LXV. 
BUT SINCE HE ASSERTS THAT "YOU MAY HEAR ALL THOSE WHO DIFFER SO WIDELY SAYING, 'THE WORLD IS CRUCIFIED TO ME, AND I UNTO THE WORLD,'" WE SHALL SHOW THE FALSITY OF SUCH A STATEMENT. FOR THERE ARE CERTAIN HERETICAL SECTS WHICH DO NOT RECEIVE THE EPISTLES OF THE APOSTLE PAUL, AS THE TWO SECTS OF EBIONITES, AND THOSE WHO ARE TERMED ENCRATITES. THOSE, THEN, WHO DO NOT REGARD THE APOSTLE AS A HOLY AND WISE MAN, WILL NOT ADOPT HIS LANGUAGE, AND SAY, "THE WORLD IS CRUCIFIED TO ME, AND I UNTO THE WORLD." AND CONSEQUENTLY, IN THIS POINT, TOO, CELSUS IS GUILTY OF FALSEHOOD. HE CONTINUES, MOREOVER, TO LINGER OVER THE ACCUSATIONS WHICH HE BRINGS AGAINST THE DIVERSITY OF SECTS WHICH EXIST, BUT DOES NOT APPEAR TO ME TO BE ACCURATE IN THE LANGUAGE WHICH HE EMPLOYS, NOR TO HAVE CAREFULLY OBSERVED OR UNDERSTOOD HOW IT IS THAT THOSE CHRISTIANS WHO HAVE MADE PROGRESS IN THEIR STUDIES SAY THAT THEY ARE POSSESSED OF GREATER KNOWLEDGE THAN THE JEWS; AND ALSO, WHETHER THEY ACKNOWLEDGE THE SAME SCRIPTURES, BUT INTERPRET THEM DIFFERENTLY, OR WHETHER THEY DO NOT RECOGNIZE THESE BOOKS AS DIVINE. FOR WE FIND BOTH OF THESE VIEWS PREVAILING AMONG THE SECTS. HE THEN CONTINUES: "ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE NO FOUNDATION FOR THE DOCTRINE, LET US EXAMINE THE SYSTEM ITSELF; AND, IN THE FIRST PLACE, LET US MENTION THE CORRUPTIONS WHICH THEY HAVE MADE THROUGH IGNORANCE AND MISUNDERSTANDING, WHEN IN THE DISCUSSION OF ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES, THEY EXPRESS THEIR OPINIONS IN THE MOST ABSURD MANNER ON THINGS WHICH THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND, SUCH AS THE FOLLOWING." AND THEN, TO CERTAIN EXPRESSIONS WHICH ARE CONTINUALLY IN THE MOUTHS OF THE BELIEVERS IN CHRISTIANITY, HE OPPOSES CERTAIN OTHERS FROM THE WRITINGS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, WITH THE OBJECT OF MAKING IT APPEAR THAT THE NOBLE SENTIMENTS WHICH CELSUS SUPPOSES TO BE USED BY CHRISTIANS HAVE BEEN EXPRESSED IN BETTER AND CLEARER LANGUAGE BY THE PHILOSOPHERS, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT DRAG AWAY TO THE STUDY OF PHILOSOPHY THOSE WHO ARE CAUGHT BY OPINIONS WHICH AT ONCE EVIDENCE THEIR NOBLE AND RELIGIOUS CHARACTER. WE SHALL, HOWEVER, HERE TERMINATE THE FIFTH BOOK, AND BEGIN THE SIXTH WITH WHAT FOLLOWS. 
THE OPHITE DIAGRAMS
ORIGEN: CONTRA CELSUM - BOOK 6
CHAP. I. 
IN BEGINNING THIS OUR SIXTH BOOK, WE DESIRE, MY REVEREND AMBROSIUS, TO ANSWER IN IT THOSE ACCUSATIONS WHICH CELSUS BRINGS AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS, NOT, AS MIGHT BE SUPPOSED, THOSE OBJECTIONS WHICH HE HAS ADDUCED FROM WRITERS ON PHILOSOPHY. FOR HE HAS QUOTED A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF PASSAGES, CHIEFLY FROM PLATO, AND HAS PLACED ALONGSIDE OF THESE SUCH DECLARATIONS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE AS ARE FITTED TO IMPRESS EVEN THE INTELLIGENT MIND; SUBJOINING THE ASSERTION THAT "THESE THINGS ARE STATED MUCH BETTER AMONG THE GREEKS (THAN IN THE SCRIPTURES). AND IN A MANNER WHICH IS FREE FROM ALL EXAGGERATIONS AND PROMISES ON THE PART OF GOD, OR THE SON OF GOD." NOW WE MAINTAIN, THAT IF IT IS THE OBJECT OF THE AMBASSADORS OF THE TRUTH TO CONFER BENEFITS UPON THE GREATEST POSSIBLE NUMBER, AND, SO FAR AS THEY CAN, TO WIN OVER TO ITS SIDE, THROUGH THEIR LOVE TO MEN, EVERY ONE WITHOUT EXCEPTION--INTELLIGENT AS WELL AS SIMPLE--NOT GREEKS ONLY, BUT ALSO BARBARIANS (AND GREAT, INDEED, IS THE HUMANITY WHICH SHOULD SUCCEED IN CONVERTING THE RUSTIC AND THE IGNORANT), IT IS MANIFEST THAT THEY MUST ADOPT A STYLE OF ADDRESS FITTED TO DO GOOD TO ALL, AND TO GAIN OVER TO THEM MEN OF EVERY SORT. THOSE, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHO TURN AWAY FROM THE IGNORANT AS BEING MERE SLAVES, AND UNABLE TO UNDERSTAND THE FLOWING PERIODS OF A POLISHED AND LOGICAL DISCOURSE, AND SO DEVOTE THEIR ATTENTION SOLELY TO SUCH AS HAVE BEEN BROUGHT UP AMONGST LITERARY PURSUITS, CONFINE THEIR VIEWS OF THE PUBLIC GOOD WITHIN VERY STRAIT AND NARROW LIMITS. 
CHAP. II. 
I HAVE MADE THESE REMARKS IN REPLY TO THE CHARGES WHICH CELSUS AND OTHERS BRING AGAINST THE SIMPLICITY OF THE LANGUAGE OF SCRIPTURE, WHICH APPEARS TO BE THROWN INTO THE SHADE BY THE SPLENDOUR OF POLISHED DISCOURSE. FOR OUR PROPHETS, AND JESUS HIMSELF, AND HIS APOSTLES, WERE CAREFUL TO ADOPT A STYLE OF ADDRESS WHICH SHOULD NOT MERELY CONVEY THE TRUTH, BUT WHICH SHOULD BE FITTED TO GAIN OVER THE MULTITUDE, UNTIL EACH ONE, ATTRACTED AND LED ONWARDS, SHOULD ASCEND AS FAR AS HE COULD TOWARDS THE COMPREHENSION OF THOSE MYSTERIES WHICH ARE CONTAINED IN THESE APPARENTLY SIMPLE WORDS. FOR, IF I MAY VENTURE TO SAY SO, FEW HAVE BEEN BENEFITED (IF THEY HAVE INDEED BEEN BENEFITED AT ALL) BY THE BEAUTIFUL AND POLISHED STYLE OF PLATO, AND THOSE WHO HAVE WRITTEN LIKE HIM; WHILE, ON THE CONTRARY, MANY HAVE RECEIVED ADVANTAGE FROM THOSE WHO WROTE AND TAUGHT IN A SIMPLE AND PRACTICAL MANNER, AND WITH A VIEW TO THE WANTS OF THE MULTITUDE. IT IS EASY, INDEED, TO OBSERVE THAT PLATO IS FOUND ONLY IN THE HANDS OF THOSE WHO PROFESS TO BE LITERARY MEN; WHILE EPICTETUS IS ADMIRED BY PERSONS OF ORDINARY CAPACITY, WHO HAVE A DESIRE TO BE BENEFITED, AND WHO PERCEIVE THE IMPROVEMENT WHICH MAY BE DERIVED FROM HIS WRITINGS. NOW WE MAKE THESE REMARKS, NOT TO DISPARAGE PLATO (FOR THE GREAT WORLD OF MEN HAS FOUND EVEN HIM USEFUL), BUT TO POINT OUT THE AIM OF THOSE WHO SAID: "AND MY SPEECH AND MY PREACHING WAS NOT WITH ENTICING WORDS OF MAN'S WISDOM, BUT IN DEMONSTRATION OF THE SPIRIT AND OF POWER, THAT OUR FAITH SHOULD NOT STAND IN THE WISDOM OF MEN, BUT IN THE POWER OF GOD." FOR THE WORD OF GOD DECLARES THAT THE PREACHING (ALTHOUGH IN ITSELF TRUE AND MOST WORTHY OF BELIEF) IS NOT SUFFICIENT TO REACH THE HUMAN HEART, UNLESS A CERTAIN POWER BE IMPARTED TO THE SPEAKER FROM GOD, AND A GRACE APPEAR UPON HIS WORDS; AND IT IS ONLY BY THE DIVINE AGENCY THAT THIS TAKES PLACE IN THOSE WHO SPEAK EFFECTUALLY. THE PROPHET SAYS IN THE SIXTY-SEVENTH PSALM, THAT "THE LORD WILL GIVE A WORD WITH GREAT POWER TO THEM WHO PREACH." IF, THEN, IT SHOULD BE GRANTED WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN POINTS, THAT THE SAME DOCTRINES ARE FOUND AMONG THE GREEKS AS IN OUR OWN SCRIPTURES, YET THEY DO NOT POSSESS THE SAME POWER OF ATTRACTING AND DISPOSING THE SOULS OF MEN TO FOLLOW THEM. AND THEREFORE, THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS, MEN IGNORANT SO FAR AS REGARDS GRECIAN PHILOSOPHY, YET TRAVERSED MANY COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD, IMPRESSING, AGREEABLY TO THE DESIRE OF THE LOGOS, EACH ONE OF THEIR HEARERS ACCORDING TO HIS DESERTS, SO THAT THEY RECEIVED A MORAL AMELIORATION IN PROPORTION TO THE INCLINATION OF THEIR WILL TO ACCEPT OF THAT WHICH IS GOOD. 
CHAP. III. 
LET THE ANCIENT SAGES, THEN, MAKE KNOWN THEIR SAYINGS TO THOSE WHO ARE CAPABLE OF UNDERSTANDING THEM. SUPPOSE THAT PLATO, FOR EXAMPLE, THE SON OF ARISTON, IN ONE OF HIS EPISTLES, IS DISCOURSING ABOUT THE "CHIEF GOOD," AND THAT HE SAYS, "THE CHIEF GOOD CAN BY NO MEANS BE DESCRIBED IN WORDS, BUT IS PRODUCED BY LONG HABIT, AND BURSTS FORTH SUDDENLY AS A LIGHT IN THE SOUL, AS FROM A FIRE WHICH HAD LEAPT FORTH." WE, THEN, ON HEARING THESE WORDS, ADMIT THAT THEY ARE WELL SAID, FOR IT IS GOD WHO REVEALED TO MEN THESE AS WELL AS ALL OTHER NOBLE EXPRESSIONS. AND FOR THIS REASON, IT IS THAT WE MAINTAIN THAT THOSE WHO HAVE ENTERTAINED CORRECT IDEAS REGARDING GOD, BUT WHO HAVE NOT OFFERED TO HIM A WORSHIP IN HARMONY WITH THE TRUTH, ARE LIABLE TO THE PUNISHMENTS WHICH FALL ON SINNERS. FOR RESPECTING SUCH PAUL SAYS IN EXPRESS WORDS: "THE WRATH OF GOD IS REVEALED FROM HEAVEN AGAINST ALL UNGODLINESS AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF MEN, WHO HOLD THE TRUTH IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS; BECAUSE THAT WHICH MAY BE KNOWN OF GOD IS MANIFEST IN THEM; FOR GOD HATH SHOWED IT UNTO THEM. FOR THE INVISIBLE THINGS OF HIM FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD ARE CLEARLY SEEN, BEING UNDERSTOOD BY THE THINGS THAT ARE MADE, EVEN HIS ETERNAL POWER AND GODHEAD; SO THAT THEY ARE WITHOUT EXCUSE: BECAUSE THAT, WHEN THEY KNEW GOD, THEY GLORIFIED HIM NOT AS GOD, NEITHER WERE THANKFUL; BUT BECAME VAIN IN THEIR IMAGINATIONS, AND THEIR FOOLISH HEART WAS DARKENED. PROFESSING THEMSELVES TO BE WISE, THEY BECAME FOOLS, AND CHANGED THE GLORY OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE GOD INTO AN IMAGE MADE LIKE TO CORRUPTIBLE MAN, AND TO BIRDS, AND FOUR-LOOTED BEASTS, AND CREEPING THINGS." THE TRUTH, THEN, IS VERILY HELD (IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS), AS OUR SCRIPTURES TESTIFY, BY THOSE WHO ARE OF OPINION THAT "THE CHIEF GOOD CANNOT BE DESCRIBED IN WORDS," BUT WHO ASSERT THAT, "AFTER LONG CUSTOM AND FAMILIAR USAGE, A LIGHT BECOMES SUDDENLY KINDLED IN THE SOUL, AS IF BY A FIRE SPRINGING FORTH, AND THAT IT NOW SUPPORTS ITSELF ALONE." 
CHAP. IV. 
NOTWITHSTANDING, THOSE WHO HAVE WRITTEN IN THIS MANNER REGARDING THE "CHIEF GOOD" WILL GO DOWN TO THE PIRAEUS AND OFFER PRAYER TO ARTEMIS, AS IF SHE WERE GOD, AND WILL LOOK (WITH APPROVAL) UPON THE SOLEMN ASSEMBLY HELD BY IGNORANT MEN; AND AFTER GIVING UTTERANCE TO PHILOSOPHICAL REMARKS OF SUCH PROFUNDITY REGARDING THE SOUL, AND DESCRIBING ITS PASSAGE (TO A HAPPIER WORLD) AFTER A VIRTUOUS LIFE, THEY PASS FROM THOSE GREAT TOPICS WHICH GOD HAS REVEALED TO THEM, AND ADOPT MEAN AND TRIFLING THOUGHTS, AND OFFER A COCK TO AESCULAPIUS! AND ALTHOUGH THEY HAD BEEN ENABLED TO FORM REPRESENTATIONS BOTH OF THE "INVISIBLE THINGS" OF GOD AND OF THE "'ARCHETYPAL FORMS" OF THINGS FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, AND FROM (THE CONTEMPLATION OF) SENSIBLE THINGS, FROM WHICH THEY ASCEND TO THOSE OBJECTS WHICH ARE COMPREHENDED BY THE UNDERSTANDING ALONE,--AND ALTHOUGH THEY HAD NO MEAN GLIMPSES OF HIS "ETERNAL POWER AND GODHEAD," THEY NEVERTHELESS BECAME "FOOLISH IN THEIR IMAGINATIONS," AND THEIR "FOOLISH HEART" WAS INVOLVED IN DARKNESS AND IGNORANCE AS TO THE (TRUE) WORSHIP OF GOD. MOREOVER, WE MAY SEE THOSE WHO GREATLY PRIDE THEMSELVES UPON THEIR WISDOM AND THEOLOGY WORSHIPPING THE IMAGE OF A CORRUPTIBLE MAN, IN HONOR, THEY SAY, OF HIM, AND SOMETIMES EVEN DESCENDING, WITH THE EGYPTIANS, TO THE WORSHIP OF BIRDS, AND FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS, AND CREEPING THINGS! AND ALTHOUGH SOME MAY APPEAR TO HAVE RISEN ABOVE SUCH PRACTICES, NEVERTHELESS THEY WILL BE FOUND TO HAVE CHANGED THE TRUTH OF GOD INTO A LIE, AND TO WORSHIP AND SERVE THE "CREATURE MORE THAN THE CREATOR." AS THE WISE AND LEARNED AMONG THE GREEKS, THEN, COMMIT ERRORS IN THE SERVICE WHICH THEY RENDER TO GOD, GOD "CHOSE THE FOOLISH THINGS OF THE WORLD TO CONFOUND THE WISE; AND BASE THINGS OF THE WORLD, AND THINGS THAT ARE WEAK, AND THINGS WHICH ARE DESPISED, AND THINGS WHICH ARE NAUGHT, TO BRING TO NAUGHT THINGS THAT ARE;" AND THIS, TRULY, "THAT NO FLESH SHOULD GLORY IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD." OUR WISE MEN, HOWEVER, MOSES, THE MOST ANCIENT OF THEM ALL, AND THE PROPHETS WHO FOLLOWED HIM, KNOWING THAT THE CHIEF GOOD COULD BY NO MEANS BE DESCRIBED IN WORDS, WERE THE FIRST WHO WROTE THAT, AS GOD MANIFESTS HIMSELF TO THE DESERVING, AND TO THOSE WHO ARE QUALIFIED TO BEHOLD HIM, HE APPEARED TO ABRAHAM, OR TO ISAAC, OR TO JACOB. BUT WHO HE WAS THAT APPEARED, AND OF WHAT FORM, AND IN WHAT MANNER, AND LIKE TO WHICH OF MORTAL BEINGS, THEY HAVE LEFT TO BE INVESTIGATED BY THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO SHOW THAT THEY RESEMBLE THOSE PERSONS TO WHOM GOD SHOWED HIMSELF: FOR HE WAS SEEN NOT BY THEIR BODILY EYES, BUT BY THE PURE HEART. FOR, ACCORDING TO THE DECLARATION OF OUR JESUS, "BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD." 
CHAP. V. 
BUT THAT A LIGHT IS SUDDENLY KINDLED IN THE SOUL, AS BY A FIRE LEAPING FORTH, IS A FACT KNOWN LONG AGO TO OUR SCRIPTURES; AS WHEN THE PROPHET SAID, "LIGHT YE FOR YOURSELVES THE LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE." JOHN ALSO, WHO LIVED AFTER HIM, SAID, "THAT WHICH WAS IN THE LOGOS WAS LIFE, AND THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN;" WHICH "TRUE LIGHT LIGHTENETH EVERY MAN THAT COMETH INTO THE WORLD" (I.E., THE TRUE WORLD, WHICH IS PERCEIVED BY THE UNDERSTANDING), AND MAKETH HIM A LIGHT OF THE WORLD: "FOR THIS LIGHT SHONE IN OUR HEARTS, TO GIVE THE LIGHT OF THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF GOD IN THE FACE OF CHRIST JESUS." AND THEREFORE THAT VERY ANCIENT PROPHET, WHO PROPHESIED MANY GENERATIONS BEFORE THE REIGN OF CYRUS (FOR HE WAS OLDER THAN HE BY MORE THAN FOURTEEN GENERATIONS), EXPRESSED HIMSELF IN THESE WORDS: "THE LORD IS MY LIGHT AND MY SALVATION: WHOM SHALL I FEAR?" AND, "THY LAW IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH;" AND AGAIN, "THE LIGHT OF THY COUNTENANCE, O LORD, WAS MANIFESTED TOWARDS US;" AND, "IN THY LIGHT WE SHALL SEE LIGHT." AND THE LOGOS, EXHORTING US TO COME TO THIS LIGHT, SAYS, IN THE PROPHECIES OF ISAIAH: "ENLIGHTEN THYSELF, ENLIGHTEN THYSELF, O JERUSALEM; FOR THY LIGHT IS COME, AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD IS RISEN UPON THEE." THE SAME PROPHET ALSO, WHEN PREDICTING THE ADVENT OF JESUS, WHO WAS TO TURN AWAY MEN FROM THE WORSHIP OF IDOLS, AND OF IMAGES, AND OF DEMONS, SAYS, "TO THOSE THAT SAT IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM HATH THE LIGHT ARISEN;" AND AGAIN, "THE PEOPLE THAT SAT IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT." OBSERVE NOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FINE PHRASES OF PLATO RESPECTING THE "CHIEF GOOD," AND THE DECLARATIONS OF OUR PROPHETS REGARDING THE "LIGHT" OF THE BLESSED; AND NOTICE THAT THE TRUTH AS IT IS CONTAINED IN PLATO CONCERNING THIS SUBJECT DID NOT AT ALL HELP HIS READERS TO ATTAIN TO A PURE WORSHIP OF GOD, NOR EVEN HIMSELF, WHO COULD PHILOSOPHIZE SO GRANDLY ABOUT THE "CHIEF GOOD," WHEREAS THE SIMPLE LANGUAGE OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES HAS LED TO THEIR HONEST READERS BEING FILLED WITH A DIVINE SPIRIT; AND THIS LIGHT IS NOURISHED WITHIN THEM BY THE OIL, WHICH IN A CERTAIN PARABLE IS SAID TO HAVE PRESERVED THE LIGHT OF THE TORCHES OF THE FIVE WISE VIRGINS. 
CHAP. VI. 
SEEING, HOWEVER, THAT CELSUS QUOTES FROM AN EPISTLE OF PLATO ANOTHER STATEMENT TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT, VIZ.: "IF IT APPEARED TO ME THAT THESE MATTERS COULD BE ADEQUATELY EXPLAINED TO THE MULTITUDE IN WRITING AND IN ORAL ADDRESS, WHAT NOBLER PURSUIT IN LIFE COULD HAVE BEEN FOLLOWED BY ME, THAN TO COMMIT TO WRITING WHAT WAS TO PROVE OF SUCH ADVANTAGE TO HUMAN BEINGS, AND TO LEAD THE NATURE OF ALL MEN ONWARDS TO THE LIGHT?"--LET US THEN CONSIDER THIS POINT BRIEFLY, VIZ., WHETHER OR NOT PLATO WERE ACQUAINTED WITH ANY DOCTRINES MORE PROFOUND THAN ARE CONTAINED IN HIS WRITINGS, OR MORE DIVINE THAN THOSE WHICH HE HAS LEFT BEHIND HIM, LEAVING IT TO EACH ONE TO INVESTIGATE THE SUBJECT ACCORDING TO HIS ABILITY, WHILE WE DEMONSTRATE THAT OUR PROPHETS DID KNOW OF GREATER THINGS THAN ANY IN THE SCRIPTURES, BUT WHICH THEY DID NOT COMMIT TO WRITING. EZEKIEL, E.G., RECEIVED A ROLL, WRITTEN WITHIN AND WITHOUT, IN WHICH WERE CONTAINED "LAMENTATIONS," AND "SONGS," AND "DENUNCIATIONS;" BUT AT THE COMMAND OF THE LOGOS HE SWALLOWED THE BOOK, IN ORDER THAT ITS CONTENTS MIGHT NOT BE WRITTEN, AND SO MADE KNOWN TO UNWORTHY PERSONS. JOHN ALSO IS RECORDED TO HAVE SEEN AND DONE A SIMILAR THING. NAY, PAUL EVEN HEARD "UNSPEAKABLE WORDS, WHICH IT IS NOT LAWFUL FOR A MAN TO UTTER." AND IT IS RELATED OF JESUS, WHO WAS GREATER THAN ALL THESE, THAT HE CONVERSED WITH HIS DISCIPLES IN PRIVATE, AND ESPECIALLY IN THEIR SACRED RETREATS, CONCERNING THE GOSPEL OF GOD; BUT THE WORDS WHICH HE UTTERED HAVE NOT BEEN PRESERVED, BECAUSE IT APPEARED TO THE EVANGELISTS THAT THEY COULD NOT BE ADEQUATELY CONVEYED TO THE MULTITUDE IN WRITING OR IN SPEECH. AND IF IT WERE NOT TIRESOME TO REPEAT THE TRUTH REGARDING THESE ILLUSTRIOUS INDIVIDUALS, I WOULD SAY THAT THEY SAW BETTER THAN PLATO (BY MEANS OF THE INTELLIGENCE WHICH THEY RECEIVED BY THE GRACE OF GOD), WHAT THINGS WERE TO BE COMMITTED TO WRITING, AND HOW THIS WAS TO BE DONE, AND WHAT WAS BY NO MEANS TO BE WRITTEN TO THE MULTITUDE, AND WHAT WAS TO BE EXPRESSED IN WORDS, AND WHAT WAS NOT TO BE SO CONVEYED. AND ONCE MORE, JOHN, IN TEACHING US THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WHAT OUGHT TO BE COMMITTED TO WRITING AND WHAT NOT, DECLARES THAT HE HEARD SEVEN THUNDERS INSTRUCTING HIM ON CERTAIN MATTERS, AND FORBIDDING HIM TO COMMIT THEIR WORDS TO WRITING. 
CHAP. VII. 
THERE MIGHT ALSO BE FOUND IN THE WRITINGS OF MOSES AND OF THE PROPHETS, WHO ARE OLDER NOT ONLY THAN PLATO, BUT EVEN THAN HOMER AND THE INVENTION OF LETTERS AMONG THE GREEKS, PASSAGES WORTHY OF THE GRACE OF GOD BESTOWED UPON THEM, AND FILLED WITH GREAT THOUGHTS, TO WHICH THEY GAVE UTTERANCE, BUT NOT BECAUSE THEY UNDERSTOOD PLATO IMPERFECTLY, AS CELSUS IMAGINES. FOR HOW WAS IT POSSIBLE THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE HEARD ONE WHO WAS NOT YET BORN? AND IF ANY ONE SHOULD APPLY THE WORDS OF CELSUS TO THE APOSTLES OF JESUS, WHO WERE YOUNGER THAN PLATO, SAY WHETHER IT IS NOT ON THE VERY FACE OF IT AN INCREDIBLE ASSERTION, THAT PAUL THE TENTMAKER, AND PETER THE FISHERMAN, AND JOHN WHO LEFT HIS FATHER'S NETS, SHOULD, THROUGH MISUNDERSTANDING THE LANGUAGE OF PLATO IN HIS EPISTLES, HAVE EXPRESSED THEMSELVES AS THEY HAVE DONE REGARDING GOD? BUT AS CELSUS NOW, AFTER HAVING OFTEN REQUIRED OF US IMMEDIATE ASSENT (TO HIS VIEWS), AS IF HE WERE BABBLING FORTH SOMETHING NEW IN ADDITION TO WHAT HE HAS ALREADY ADVANCED, ONLY REPEATS HIMSELF, WHAT WE HAVE SAID IN REPLY MAY SUFFICE. SEEING, HOWEVER, HE PRODUCES ANOTHER QUOTATION FROM PLATO, IN WHICH HE ASSERTS THAT THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE METHOD OF QUESTION AND ANSWER SHEDS LIGHT ON THE THOUGHTS OF THOSE WHO PHILOSOPHIZE LIKE HIM, LET US SHOW FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES THAT THE WORD OF GOD ALSO ENCOURAGES US TO THE PRACTICE OF DIALECTICS: SOLOMON, E.G., DECLARING IN ONE PASSAGE, THAT "INSTRUCTION UNQUESTIONED GOES ASTRAY;" AND JESUS THE SON OF SIRACH, WHO HAS LEFT US THE TREATISE CALLED "WISDOM," DECLARING IN ANOTHER, THAT "THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE UNWISE IS AS WORDS THAT WILL NOT STAND INVESTIGATION." OUR METHODS OF DISCUSSION, HOWEVER, ARE RATHER OF A GENTLE KIND; FOR WE HAVE LEARNED THAT HE WHO PRESIDES OVER THE PREACHING OF THE WORD OUGHT TO BE ABLE TO CONFUTE GAINSAYERS. BUT IF SOME CONTINUE INDOLENT, AND DO NOT TRAIN THEMSELVES SO AS TO ATTEND TO THE READING OF THE WORD, AND "TO SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES," AND, AGREEABLY TO THE COMMAND OF JESUS, TO INVESTIGATE THE MEANING OF THE SACRED WRITINGS, AND TO ASK OF GOD CONCERNING THEM, AND TO KEEP "KNOCKING" AT WHAT MAY BE CLOSED WITHIN THEM, THE SCRIPTURE IS NOT ON THAT ACCOUNT TO BE REGARDED AS DEVOID OF WISDOM. 
CHAP. VIII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, AFTER OTHER PLATONIC DECLARATIONS, WHICH DEMONSTRATE THAT "THE GOOD" CAN BE KNOWN BY FEW, HE ADDS: "SINCE THE MULTITUDE, BEING PUFFED UP WITH A CONTEMPT FOR OTHERS, WHICH IS FAR FROM RIGHT, AND BEING FILLED WITH VAIN AND LOFTY HOPES, ASSERT THAT, BECAUSE THEY HAVE COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOME VENERABLE DOCTRINES, CERTAIN THINGS ARE TRUE." "YET ALTHOUGH PLATO PREDICTED THESE THINGS, HE NEVERTHELESS DOES NOT TALK MARVELS, NOR SHUT THE MOUTH OF THOSE WHO WISH TO ASK HIM FOR INFORMATION ON THE SUBJECT OF HIS PROMISES; NOR DOES HE COMMAND THEM TO COME AT ONCE AND BELIEVE THAT A GOD OF A PARTICULAR KIND EXISTS, AND THAT HE HAS A SON OF A PARTICULAR NATURE, WHO DESCENDED (TO EARTH) AND CONVERSED WITH ME." NOW, IN ANSWER TO THIS WE HAVE TO SAY, THAT WITH REGARD TO PLATO, IT IS ARISTANDER, I THINK, WHO HAS RELATED THAT HE WAS NOT THE SON OF ARISTON, BUT OF A PHANTOM, WHICH APPROACHED AMPHICTIONE IN THE GUISE OF APOLLO. AND THERE ARE SEVERAL OTHER OF THE FOLLOWERS OF PLATO WHO, IN THEIR LIVES OF THEIR MASTER, HAVE MADE THE SAME STATEMENT. WHAT ARE WE TO SAY, MOREOVER, ABOUT PYTHAGORAS, WHO RELATES THE GREATEST POSSIBLE AMOUNT OF WONDERS, AND WHO, IN A GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE GREEKS, SHOWED HIS IVORY THIGH, AND ASSERTED THAT HE RECOGNIZED THE SHIELD WHICH HE WORE WHEN HE WAS EUPHORBUS, AND WHO IS SAID TO HAVE APPEARED ON ONE DAY IN TWO DIFFERENT CITIES! HE, MOREOVER, WHO WILL DECLARE THAT WHAT IS RELATED OF PLATO AND SOCRATES BELONGS TO THE MARVELOUS, WILL QUOTE THE STORY OF THE SWAN WHICH WAS RECOMMENDED TO SOCRATES WHILE HE WAS ASLEEP, AND OF THE MASTER SAYING WHEN HE MET THE YOUNG MAN, "THIS, THEN, WAS THE SWAN!" NAY, THE THIRD EYE WHICH PLATO SAW THAT HE HIMSELF POSSESSED, HE WILL REFER TO THE CATEGORY OF PRODIGIES. BUT OCCASION FOR SLANDEROUS ACCUSATIONS WILL NEVER BE WANTING TO THOSE WHO ARE ILL-DISPOSED, AND WHO WISH TO SPEAK EVIL OF WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO SUCH AS ARE RAISED ABOVE THE MULTITUDE. SUCH PERSONS WILL DERIDE AS A FICTION EVEN THE DEMON OF SOCRATES. WE DO NOT, THEN, RELATE MARVELS WHEN WE NARRATE THE HISTORY OF JESUS, NOR HAVE HIS GENUINE DISCIPLES RECORDED ANY SUCH STORIES OF HIM; WHEREAS THIS CELSUS, WHO PROFESSES UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE, AND WHO QUOTES MANY OF THE SAYINGS OF PLATO, IS, I THINK, INTENTIONALLY SILENT ON THE DISCOURSE CONCERNING THE SON OF GOD WHICH IS RELATED IN PLATO'S EPISTLE TO HERMEAS AND CORISCUS. PLATO'S WORDS ARE AS FOLLOWS: "AND CALLING TO WITNESS THE GOD OF ALL THINGS--THE RULER BOTH OF THINGS PRESENT AND THINGS TO COME, FATHER AND LORD BOTH OF THE RULER AND CAUSE--WHOM, IF WE ARE PHILOSOPHERS INDEED, WE SHALL ALL CLEARLY KNOW, SO FAR AS IT IS POSSIBLE FOR HAPPY HUMAN BEINGS TO ATTAIN SUCH KNOWLEDGE." 
CHAP. IX. 
CELSUS QUOTES ANOTHER SAYING OF PLATO TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT: "IT HAS OCCURRED TO ME TO SPEAK ONCE MORE UPON THESE SUBJECTS AT GREATER LENGTH, AS PERHAPS I MIGHT EXPRESS MYSELF ABOUT THEM MORE CLEARLY THAN I HAVE ALREADY DONE FOR THERE IS A CERTAIN 'REAL' CAUSE, WHICH PROVES A HINDRANCE IN THE WAY OF HIM WHO HAS VENTURED, EVEN TO A SLIGHT EXTENT, TO WRITE ON SUCH TOPICS; AND AS THIS HAS BEEN FREQUENTLY MENTIONED BY ME ON FORMER OCCASIONS, IT APPEARS TO ME THAT IT OUGHT TO BE STATED NOW. IN EACH OF EXISTING THINGS, WHICH ARE NECESSARILY EMPLOYED IN THE ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE, THERE ARE THREE ELEMENTS; KNOWLEDGE ITSELF IS THE FOURTH; AND THAT OUGHT TO BE LAID DOWN AS THE FIFTH WHICH IS BOTH CAPABLE OF BEING KNOWN AND IS TRUE. OF THESE, ONE IS 'NAME;' THE SECOND IS 'WORD;' THE THIRD, 'IMAGE;' THE FOURTH, 'KNOWLEDGE.'" NOW, ACCORDING TO THIS DIVISION, JOHN IS INTRODUCED BEFORE JESUS AS THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, SO AS TO CORRESPOND WITH THE "NAME" OF PLATO; AND THE SECOND AFTER JOHN, WHO IS POINTED OUT BY HIM, IS JESUS, WITH WHOM AGREES THE STATEMENT, "THE WORD BECAME FLESH;" AND THAT CORRESPONDS TO THE "WORD" OF PLATO. PLATO TERMS THE THIRD "IMAGE;" BUT WE, WHO APPLY THE EXPRESSION "IMAGE" TO SOMETHING DIFFERENT, WOULD SAY WITH GREATER PRECISION, THAT THE MARK OF THE WOUNDS WHICH IS MADE IN THE SOUL BY THE WORD IS THE CHRIST WHICH IS IN EACH ONE OF US AND THIS MARK IS IMPRESSED BY CHRIST THE WORD. AND WHETHER CHRIST, THE WISDOM WHICH IS IN THOSE OF US WHO ARE PERFECT, CORRESPOND TO THE "FOURTH" ELEMENT--KNOWLEDGE--WILL BECOME KNOWN TO HIM WHO HAS THE CAPACITY TO ASCERTAIN IT. 
CHAP. X. 
HE NEXT CONTINUES: "YOU SEE HOW PLATO, ALTHOUGH MAINTAINING THAT (THE CHIEF GOOD) CANNOT BE DESCRIBED, IN WORDS, YET, TO AVOID THE APPEARANCE OF RETREATING TO AN IRREFUTABLE POSITION, SUBJOINS A REASON IN EXPLANATION OF THIS DIFFICULTY, AS EVEN 'NOTHING' MIGHT PERHAPS BE EXPLAINED IN WORDS." BUT AS CELSUS ADDUCES THIS TO PROVE THAT WE OUGHT NOT TO YIELD A SIMPLE ASSENT, BUT TO FURNISH A REASON FOR OUR BELIEF, WE SHALL QUOTE ALSO THE WORDS OF PAUL, WHERE HE SAYS, IN CENSURING THE HASTY BELIEVER, "UNLESS YE HAVE BELIEVED INCONSIDERATELY." NOW, THROUGH HIS PRACTICE OF REPEATING HIMSELF, CELSUS, SO FAR AS HE CAN, FORCES US TO BE GUILTY OF TAUTOLOGY, REITERATING, AFTER THE BOASTFUL LANGUAGE WHICH HAS BEEN QUOTED, THAT "PLATO IS NOT GUILTY OF BOASTING AND FALSEHOOD, GIVING OUT THAT HE HAS MADE SOME NEW DISCOVERY, OR THAT HE HAS COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN TO ANNOUNCE IT, BUT ACKNOWLEDGES WHENCE THESE STATEMENTS ARE DERIVED." NOW, IF ONE WISHED TO REPLY TO CELSUS, ONE MIGHT SAY IN ANSWER TO SUCH ASSERTIONS, THAT EVEN PLATO IS GUILTY OF BOASTING, WHEN IN THE TIMOEUS HE PUTS THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE IN THE MONTH OF ZEUS: "GODS OF GODS, WHOSE CREATOR AND FATHER I AM," AND SO ON. AND IF ANY ONE WILL DEFEND SUCH LANGUAGE ON ACCOUNT OF THE MEANING WHICH IS CONVEYED UNDER THE NAME OF ZEUS, THUS SPEAKING IN THE DIALOGUE OF PLATO, WHY SHOULD NOT HE WHO INVESTIGATES THE MEANING OF THE WORDS OF THE SON OF GOD, OR THOSE OF THE CREATOR (IN THE PROPHETS, EXPRESS A PROFOUNDER MEANING THAN ANY CONVEYED BY THE WORDS OF ZEUS IN THE TIMOEUS? FOR THE CHARACTERISTIC OF DIVINITY IS THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF FUTURE EVENTS, PREDICTED NOT BY HUMAN POWER, BUT SHOWN BY THE RESULT TO BE DUE TO A DIVINE SPIRIT IN HIM WHO MADE THE ANNOUNCEMENT. ACCORDINGLY, WE DO NOT SAY TO EACH OF OUR HEARERS, "BELIEVE, FIRST OF ALL, THAT HE WHOM I INTRODUCE TO THEE IS THE SON OF GOD;" BUT WE PUT THE GOSPEL BEFORE EACH ONE, AS HIS CHARACTER AND DISPOSITION MAY FIT HIM TO RECEIVE IT, INASMUCH AS WE HAVE LEARNED TO KNOW "HOW WE OUGHT TO ANSWER EVERY MAN." AND THERE ARE SOME WHO ARE CAPABLE OF RECEIVING NOTHING MORE THAN AN EXHORTATION TO BELIEVE, AND TO THESE WE ADDRESS THAT ALONE; WHILE WE APPROACH OTHERS, AGAIN, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, IN THE WAY OF DEMONSTRATION, BY MEANS OF QUESTION AND ANSWER. NOR DO WE AT ALL SAY, AS CELSUS SCOFFINGLY ALLEGES, "BELIEVE THAT HE WHOM I INTRODUCE TO THEE IS THE SON OF GOD, ALTHOUGH HE WAS SHAMEFULLY BOUND, AND DISGRACEFULLY PUNISHED, AND VERY RECENTLY WAS MOST CONTUMELIOUSLY TREATED BEFORE THE EYES OF ALL MEN;" NEITHER DO WE ADD, "BELIEVE IT EVEN THE MORE (ON THAT ACCOUNT)." FOR IT IS OUR ENDEAVOR TO STATE, ON EACH INDIVIDUAL POINT, ARGUMENTS MORE NUMEROUS EVEN THAN WE HAVE BROUGHT FORWARD IN THE PRECEDING PAGES. 
CHAP. XI. 
AFTER THIS CELSUS CONTINUES: "IF THESE (MEANING THE CHRISTIANS) BRING FORWARD THIS PERSON, AND OTHERS, AGAIN, A DIFFERENT INDIVIDUAL (AS THE CHRIST), WHILE THE COMMON AND READY CRY OF ALL PARTIES IS, 'BELIEVE, IF THOU WILT BE SAVED, OR ELSE BEGONE,' WHAT SHALL THOSE DO WHO ARE IN EARNEST ABOUT THEIR SALVATION? SHALL THEY CAST THE DICE, IN ORDER TO DIVINE WHITHER THEY MAY BETAKE THEMSELVES, AND WHOM THEY SHALL JOIN?" NOW WE SHALL ANSWER THIS OBJECTION IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER, AS THE CLEARNESS OF THE CASE IMPELS US TO DO. IF IT HAD BEEN RECORDED THAT SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS HAD APPEARED IN HUMAN LIFE AS SONS OF GOD IN THE MANNER IN WHICH JESUS DID, AND IF EACH OF THEM HAD DRAWN A PARTY OF ADHERENTS TO HIS SIDE, SO THAT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SIMILARITY OF THE PROFESSION (IN THE CASE OF EACH INDIVIDUAL) THAT HE WAS THE SON OF GOD, HE TO WHOM HIS FOLLOWERS BORE TESTIMONY TO THAT EFFECT WAS AN OBJECT OF DISPUTE, THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN GROUND FOR HIS SAYING, "IF THESE BRING FORWARD THIS PERSON, AND OTHERS A DIFFERENT INDIVIDUAL, WHILE THE COMMON AND READY CRY OF ALL PARTIES IS, 'BELIEVE, IF THOU WILT BE SAVED, OR ELSE BEGONE,'" AND SO ON; WHEREAS IT HAS BEEN PROCLAIMED TO THE ENTIRE WORLD THAT JESUS CHRIST IS THE ONLY SON OF GOD WHO VISITED THE HUMAN RACE: FOR THOSE WHO, LIKE CELSUS, HAVE SUPPOSED THAT (THE ACTS OF JESUS) WERE A SERIES OF PRODIGIES, AND WHO FOR THAT REASON WISHED TO PERFORM ACTS OF THE SAME KIND, THAT THEY, TOO, MIGHT GAIN A SIMILAR MASTERY OVER THE MINDS OF MEN, WERE CONVICTED OF BEING UTTER NONENTITIES. SUCH WERE SIMON, THE MAGUS OF SAMARIA, AND DOSITHEUS, WHO WAS A NATIVE OF THE SAME PLACE; SINCE THE FORMER GAVE OUT THAT HE WAS THE POWER OF GOD THAT IS CALLED GREAT, AND THE LATTER THAT HE WAS THE SON OF GOD. NOW SIMONIANS ARE FOUND NOWHERE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD; AND YET, IN ORDER TO GAIN OVER TO HIMSELF MANY FOLLOWERS, SIMON FREED HIS DISCIPLES FROM THE DANGER OF DEATH, WHICH THE CHRISTIANS WERE TAUGHT TO PREFER, BY TEACHING THEM TO REGARD IDOLATRY AS A MATTER OF INDIFFERENCE. BUT EVEN AT THE BEGINNING OF THEIR EXISTENCE THE FOLLOWERS OF SIMON WERE NOT EXPOSED TO PERSECUTION. FOR THAT WICKED DEMON WHO WAS CONSPIRING AGAINST THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS, WAS WELL AWARE THAT NONE OF HIS OWN MAXIMS WOULD BE WEAKENED BY THE TEACHING OF SIMON. THE DOSITHEANS, AGAIN, EVEN IN FORMER TIMES, DID NOT RISE TO ANY EMINENCE, AND NOW THEY ARE COMPLETELY EXTINGUISHED, SO THAT IT IS SAID THEIR WHOLE NUMBER DOES NOT AMOUNT TO THIRTY. JUDAS OF GALILEE ALSO, AS LUKE RELATES IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, WISHED TO CALL HIMSELF SOME GREAT PERSONAGE, AS DID THEUDAS BEFORE HIM; BUT AS THEIR DOCTRINE WAS NOT OF GOD, THEY WERE DESTROYED, AND ALL WHO OBEYED THEM WERE IMMEDIATELY DISPERSED. WE DO NOT, THEN, "CAST THE DICE IN ORDER TO DIVINE WHITHER WE SHALL BETAKE OURSELVES, AND WHOM WE SHALL JOIN," AS IF THERE WERE MANY CLAIMANTS ABLE TO DRAW US AFTER THEM BY THE PROFESSION OF THEIR HAVING COME DOWN FROM GOD TO VISIT THE HUMAN RACE. ON THESE POINTS, HOWEVER, WE HAVE SAID ENOUGH. 
CHAP. XII. 
ACCORDINGLY, LET US PASS ON TO ANOTHER CHARGE MADE BY CELSUS, WHO IS NOT EVEN ACQUAINTED WITH THE WORDS (OF OUR SACRED BOOKS), BUT WHO, FROM MISUNDERSTANDING THEM, HAS SAID THAT "WE DECLARE THE WISDOM THAT IS AMONG MEN TO BE FOOLISHNESS WITH GOD;" PAUL HAVING SAID THAT "THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD IS FOOLISHNESS WITH GOD." CELSUS SAYS THAT "THE REASON OF THIS HAS BEEN STATED LONG AGO." AND THE REASON HE IMAGINES TO BE, "OUR DESIRE TO WIN OVER BY MEANS OF THIS SAYING THE IGNORANT AND FOOLISH ALONE." BUT, AS HE HIMSELF HAS INTIMATED, HE HAS SAID THE SAME THING BEFORE; AND WE, TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, REPLIED TO IT. NOTWITHSTANDING THIS, HOWEVER, HE WISHED TO SHOW THAT THIS STATEMENT WAS AN INVENTION OF OURS, AND BORROWED FROM THE GRECIAN SAGES, WHO DECLARE THAT HUMAN WISDOM IS OF ONE KIND, AND DIVINE OF ANOTHER. AND HE QUOTES THE WORDS OF HERACLITUS, WHERE HE SAYS IN ONE PASSAGE, THAT "MAN'S METHOD OF ACTION IS NOT REGULATED BY FIXED PRINCIPLES, BUT THAT OF GOD IS;" AND IN ANOTHER, THAT "A FOOLISH MAN LISTENS TO A DEMON, AS A BOY DOES TO A MAN." HE QUOTES, MOREOVER, THE FOLLOWING FROM THE APOLOGY OF SOCRATES, OF WHICH PLATO WAS THE AUTHOR: "FOR I, O MEN OF ATHENS, HAVE OBTAINED THIS NAME BY NO OTHER MEANS THAN BY MY WISDOM. AND OF WHAT SORT IS THIS WISDOM? SUCH, PROBABLY, AS IS HUMAN; FOR IN THAT RESPECT I VENTURE TO THINK THAT I AM IN REALITY WISE." SUCH ARE THE PASSAGES ADDUCED BY CELSUS. BUT I SHALL SUBJOIN ALSO THE FOLLOWING FROM PLATO'S LETTER TO HERMEAS, AND ERASTUS, AND CORISCUS: "TO ERASTUS AND CORISCUS I SAY, ALTHOUGH I AM AN OLD MAN, THAT, IN ADDITION TO THIS NOBLE KNOWLEDGE OF 'FORMS' (WHICH THEY POSSESS), THEY NEED A WISDOM, WITH REGARD TO THE CLASS OF WICKED AND UNJUST PERSONS, WHICH MAY SERVE AS A PROTECTIVE AND REPELLING FORCE AGAINST THEM. FOR THEY ARE INEXPERIENCED, IN CONSEQUENCE OF HAVING PASSED A LARGE PORTION OF THEIR LIVES WITH US, WHO ARE MODERATE INDIVIDUALS, AND NOT WICKED. I HAVE ACCORDINGLY SAID THAT THEY NEED THESE THINGS, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY NOT BE COMPELLED TO NEGLECT THE TRUE WISDOM, AND TO APPLY THEMSELVES IN A GREATER DEGREE THAN IS PROPER TO THAT WHICH IS NECESSARY AND HUMAN." 
CHAP. XIII. 
ACCORDING TO THE FOREGOING, THEN, THE ONE KIND OF WISDOM IS HUMAN, AND THE OTHER DIVINE. NOW THE "HUMAN" WISDOM IS THAT WHICH IS TERMED BY US THE WISDOM OF THE "WORLD," WHICH IS "FOOLISHNESS WITH GOD;" WHEREAS THE "DIVINE"--BEING DIFFERENT FROM THE "HUMAN," BECAUSE IT IS "DIVINE"--COMES, THROUGH THE GRACE OF GOD WHO BESTOWS IT, TO THOSE WHO HAVE EVINCED THEIR CAPACITY FOR RECEIVING IT, AND ESPECIALLY TO THOSE WHO, FROM KNOWING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN EITHER KIND OF WISDOM, SAY, IN THEIR PRAYERS TO GOD, "EVEN IF ONE AMONG THE SONS OF MEN BE PERFECT, WHILE THE WISDOM IS WANTING THAT COMES FROM THEE, HE SHALL BE ACCOUNTED AS NOTHING." WE MAINTAIN, INDEED, THAT "HUMAN" WISDOM IS AN EXERCISE FOR THE SOUL, BUT THAT "DIVINE" WISDOM IS THE "END," BEING ALSO TERMED THE "STRONG" MEAT OF THE SOUL BY HIM WHO HAS SAID THAT "STRONG MEAT BELONGETH TO THEM THAT ARE PERFECT, EVEN THOSE WHO BY REASON OF USE HAVE THEIR SENSES EXERCISED TO DISCERN BOTH GOOD AND EVIL." THIS OPINION, MOREOVER, IS TRULY AN ANCIENT ONE, ITS ANTIQUITY NOT BEING REFERRED BACK, AS CELSUS THINKS, MERELY TO HERACLITUS AND PLATO. FOR BEFORE THESE INDIVIDUALS LIVED, THE PROPHETS DISTINGUISHED BETWEEN THE TWO KINDS OF WISDOM. IT IS SUFFICIENT FOR THE PRESENT TO QUOTE FROM THE WORDS OF DAVID WHAT HE SAYS REGARDING THE MAN WHO IS WISE, ACCORDING TO DIVINE WISDOM, THAT "HE WILL NOT SEE CORRUPTION WHEN HE BEHOLDS WISE MEN DYING." DIVINE WISDOM, ACCORDINGLY, BEING DIFFERENT FROM FAITH, IS THE "FIRST" OF THE SO-CALLED "CHARISMATA" OF GOD; AND THE "SECOND" AFTER IT--IN THE ESTIMATION OF THOSE WHO KNOW HOW TO DISTINGUISH SUCH THINGS ACCURATELY--IS WHAT IS CALLED "KNOWLEDGE;" AND THE "THIRD"--SEEING THAT EVEN THE MORE SIMPLE CLASS OF MEN WHO ADHERE TO THE SERVICE OF GOD, SO FAR AS THEY CAN, MUST BE SAVED--IS FAITH. AND THEREFORE, PAUL SAYS: "TO ONE IS GIVEN BY THE SPIRIT THE WORD OF WISDOM; TO ANOTHER THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE BY THE SAME SPIRIT; TO ANOTHER FAITH BY THE SAME SPIRIT." AND THEREFORE, IT IS NO ORDINARY INDIVIDUALS WHOM YOU WILL FIND TO HAVE PARTICIPATED IN THE "DIVINE" WISDOM, BUT THE MORE EXCELLENT AND DISTINGUISHED AMONG THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN IN THEIR ADHERENCE TO CHRISTIANITY; FOR IT IS NOT "TO THE MOST IGNORANT, OR SERVILE, OR MOST UNINSTRUCTED OF MANKIND," THAT ONE WOULD DISCOURSE UPON THE TOPICS RELATING TO THE DIVINE WISDOM. 
CHAP. XIV. 
IN DESIGNATING OTHERS BY THE EPITHETS OF "UNINSTRUCTED, AND SERVILE, AND IGNORANT," CELSUS, I SUPPOSE, MEANS THOSE WHO ARE NOT ACQUAINTED WITH HIS LAWS, NOR TRAINED IN THE BRANCHES OF GREEK LEARNING; WHILE WE, ON THE OTHER HAND, DEEM THOSE TO BE "UNINSTRUCTED" WHO ARE NOT ASHAMED TO ADDRESS (SUPPLICATIONS) TO INANIMATE OBJECTS, AND TO CALL UPON THOSE FOR HEALTH THAT HAVE NO STRENGTH, AND TO ASK THE DEAD FOR LIFE, AND TO ENTREAT THE HELPLESS FOR ASSISTANCE. AND ALTHOUGH SOME MAY SAY THAT THESE OBJECTS ARE NOT GODS, BUT ONLY IMITATIONS AND SYMBOLS OF REAL DIVINITIES, NEVERTHELESS THESE VERY INDIVIDUALS, IN IMAGINING THAT THE HANDS OF LOW MECHANICS CAN FRAME IMITATIONS OF DIVINITY, ARE "UNINSTRUCTED, AND SERVILE, AND IGNORANT;" FOR WE ASSERT THAT THE LOWEST AMONG US HAVE BEEN SET FREE FROM THIS IGNORANCE AND WANT OF KNOWLEDGE, WHILE THE MOST INTELLIGENT CAN UNDERSTAND AND GRASP THE DIVINE HOPE. WE DO NOT MAINTAIN, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ONE WHO HAS NOT BEEN TRAINED IN EARTHLY WISDOM TO RECEIVE THE "DIVINE," BUT WE DO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT ALL HUMAN WISDOM IS "FOLLY" IN COMPARISON WITH THE "DIVINE." IN THE NEXT PLACE, INSTEAD OF ENDEAVORING TO ADDUCE REASONS, AS HE OUGHT, FOR HIS ASSERTIONS, HE TERMS US "SORCERERS," AND ASSERTS THAT "WE FLEE AWAY WITH HEADLONG SPEED FROM THE MORE POLISHED CLASS OF PERSONS, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT SUITABLE SUBJECTS FOR OUR IMPOSITIONS, WHILE WE SEEK TO DECOY THOSE WHO ARE MORE RUSTIC." NOW HE DID NOT OBSERVE THAT FROM THE VERY BEGINNING OUR WISE MEN WERE TRAINED IN THE EXTERNAL BRANCHES OF LEARNING: MOSES, E.G., IN ALL THE WISDOM OF THE EGYPTIANS; DANIEL, AND ANANIAS, AND AZARIAH, AND MISHAEL, IN ALL ASSYRIAN LEARNING, SO THAT THEY WERE FOUND TO SURPASS IN TENFOLD DEGREE ALL THE WISE MEN OF THAT COUNTRY. AT THE PRESENT TIME, MOREOVER, THE CHURCHES HAVE, IN PROPORTION TO THE MULTITUDES (OF ORDINARY BELIEVERS), A FEW "WISE" MEN, WHO HAVE COME OVER TO THEM FROM THAT WISDOM WHICH IS SAID BY US TO BE "ACCORDING TO THE FLESH;" AND THEY HAVE ALSO SOME WHO HAVE ADVANCED FROM IT TO THAT WISDOM WHICH IS "DIVINE." 
CHAP. XV. 
CELSUS, IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS ONE WHO HAS HEARD THE SUBJECT OF HUMILITY GREATLY TALKED ABOUT; BUT WHO HAS NOT BEEN AT THE PAINS TO UNDERSTAND IT, WOULD WISH TO SPEAK EVIL OF THAT HUMILITY WHICH IS PRACTICED AMONG US, AND IMAGINES THAT IT IS BORROWED FROM SOME WORDS OF PLATO IMPERFECTLY UNDERSTOOD, WHERE HE EXPRESSES HIMSELF IN THE LAWS AS FOLLOWS: "NOW GOD, ACCORDING TO THE ANCIENT ACCOUNT, HAVING IN HIMSELF BOTH THE BEGINNING AND END AND MIDDLE OF ALL EXISTING THINGS, PROCEEDS ACCORDING TO NATURE, AND MARCHES STRAIGHT ON. HE IS CONSTANTLY FOLLOWED BY JUSTICE, WHICH IS THE AVENGER OF ALL BREACHES OF THE DIVINE LAW: HE WHO IS ABOUT TO BECOME HAPPY FOLLOWS HER CLOSELY IN HUMILITY, AND BECOMINGLY ADORNED." HE DID NOT OBSERVE, HOWEVER, THAT IN WRITERS MUCH OLDER THAN PLATO THE FOLLOWING WORDS OCCUR IN A PRAYER: "LORD, MY HEART IS NOT HAUGHTY, NOR MINE EYES LOFTY, NEITHER DO I WALK IN GREAT MATTERS, NOR IN THINGS TOO WONDERFUL FOR ME; IF I HAD NOT BEEN HUMBLE," ETC. NOW THESE WORDS SHOW THAT HE WHO IS OF HUMBLE MIND DOES NOT BY ANY MEANS HUMBLE HIMSELF IN AN UNSEEMLY OR INAUSPICIOUS MANNER, FALLING DOWN UPON HIS KNEES, OR CASTING HIMSELF HEADLONG ON THE GROUND, PUTTING ON THE DRESS OF THE MISERABLE, OR SPRINKLING HIMSELF WITH DUST. BUT HE WHO IS OF HUMBLE MIND IN THE SENSE OF THE PROPHET, WHILE "WALKING IN GREAT AND WONDERFUL THINGS," WHICH ARE ABOVE HIS CAPACITY--VIZ., THOSE DOCTRINES THAT ARE TRULY GREAT, AND THOSE THOUGHTS THAT ARE WONDERFUL--"HUMBLES HIMSELF UNDER THE MIGHTY HAND OF GOD." IF THERE ARE SOME, HOWEVER, WHO THROUGH THEIR STUPIDITY HAVE NOT CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THE DOCTRINE OF HUMILIATION, AND ACT AS THEY DO, IT IS NOT OUR DOCTRINE WHICH IS TO BE BLAMED; BUT WE MUST EXTEND OUR FORGIVENESS TO THE STUPIDITY OF THOSE WHO AIM AT HIGHER THINGS, AND OWING TO THEIR FATUITY OF MIND FAIL TO ATTAIN THEM. HE WHO IS "HUMBLE AND BECOMINGLY ADORNED," IS SO IN A GREATER DEGREE THAN PLATO'S "HUMBLE AND BECOMINGLY ADORNED" INDIVIDUAL: FOR HE IS BECOMINGLY ADORNED, ON THE ONE HAND, BECAUSE "HE WALKS IN THINGS GREAT AND WONDERFUL," WHICH ARE BEYOND HIS CAPACITY; AND HUMBLE, ON THE OTHER HAND, BECAUSE, WHILE BEING IN THE MIDST OF SUCH, HE YET VOLUNTARILY HUMBLES HIMSELF, NOT UNDER ANY ONE AT RANDOM, BUT UNDER "THE MIGHTY HAND OF GOD," THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, THE TEACHER OF SUCH INSTRUCTION, "WHO DID NOT DEEM EQUALITY WITH GOD A THING TO BE EAGERLY CLUNG TO, BUT MADE HIMSELF OF NO REPUTATION, AND TOOK ON HIM THE FORM OF A SERVANT, AND BEING FOUND IN FASHION AS A MAN, HUMBLED HIMSELF, AND BECAME OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH, EVEN THE DEATH OF THE CROSS." AND SO GREAT IS THIS DOCTRINE OF HUMILIATION, THAT IT HAS NO ORDINARY INDIVIDUAL AS ITS TEACHER; BUT OUR GREAT SAVIOR HIMSELF SAYS: "LEARN OF ME, FOR I AM MEEK AND LOWLY OF HEART, AND YE SHALL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS." 
CHAP. XVI. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, WITH REGARD TO THE DECLARATION OF JESUS AGAINST RICH MEN, WHEN HE SAID, "IT IS EASIER FOR A CAMEL TO GO THROUGH THE EYE OF A NEEDLE, THAN FOR A RICH MAN TO ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD," CELSUS ALLEGES THAT THIS SAYING MANIFESTLY PROCEEDED FROM PLATO, AND THAT JESUS PERVERTED THE WORDS OF THE PHILOSOPHER, WHICH WERE, THAT "IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO BE DISTINGUISHED FOR GOODNESS, AND AT THE SAME TIME FOR RICHES." NOW WHO IS THERE THAT IS CAPABLE OF GIVING EVEN MODERATE ATTENTION TO AFFAIRS--NOT MERELY AMONG THE BELIEVERS ON JESUS, BUT AMONG THE REST OF MANKIND--THAT WOULD NOT LAUGH AT CELSUS, ON HEARING THAT JESUS, WHO WAS BORN AND BROUGHT UP AMONG THE JEWS, AND WAS SUPPOSED TO BE THE SON OF JOSEPH THE CARPENTER, AND WHO HAD NOT STUDIED LITERATURE--NOT MERELY THAT OF THE GREEKS, BUT NOT EVEN THAT OF THE HEBREWS--AS THE TRUTH-LOVING SCRIPTURES TESTIFY REGARDING HIM, HAD READ PLATO, AND BEING PLEASED WITH THE OPINION HE EXPRESSED REGARDING RICH MEN, TO THE EFFECT THAT "IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO BE DISTINGUISHED FOR GOODNESS AND RICHES AT THE SAME TIME," HAD PERVERTED THIS, AND CHANGED IT INTO, "IT IS EASIER FOR A CAMEL TO GO THROUGH THE EYE OF A NEEDLE, THAN FOR A RICH MAN TO ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD!" NOW, IF CELSUS HAD NOT PERUSED THE GOSPELS IN A SPIRIT OF HATRED AND DISLIKE, BUT HAD BEEN IMBUED WITH A LOVE OF TRUTH, HE WOULD HAVE TURNED HIS ATTENTION TO THE POINT WHY A CAMEL--THAT ONE OF ANIMALS WHICH, AS REGARDS ITS PHYSICAL STRUCTURE, IS CROOKED--WAS CHOSEN AS AN OBJECT OF COMPARISON WITH A RICH MAN, AND WHAT SIGNIFICATION THE "NARROW EYE OF A NEEDLE" HAD FOR HIM WHO SAW THAT "STRAIT AND NARROW WAS THE WAY THAT LEADETH UNTO LIFE; AND TO THIS POINT ALSO, THAT THIS ANIMAL. ACCORDING TO THE LAW, IS DESCRIBED AS "UNCLEAN," HAVING ONE ELEMENT OF ACCEPTABILITY, VIZ. THAT IT RUMINATES, BUT ONE OF CONDEMNATION, VIZ., THAT IT DOES NOT DIVIDE THE HOOF. HE WOULD HAVE INQUIRED, MOREOVER, HOW OFTEN THE CAMEL WAS ADDUCED AS AN OBJECT OF COMPARISON IN THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, AND IN REFERENCE TO WHAT OBJECTS, THAT HE MIGHT THUS ASCERTAIN THE MEANING OF THE LOGOS CONCERNING THE RICH MEN. NOR WOULD HE HAVE LEFT WITHOUT EXAMINATION THE FACT THAT "THE POOR" ARE TERMED "BLESSED" BY JESUS, WHILE "THE RICH" ARE DESIGNATED AS "MISERABLE;" AND WHETHER THESE WORDS REFER TO THE RICH AND POOR WHO ARE VISIBLE TO THE SENSES, OR WHETHER THERE IS ANY KIND OF POVERTY KNOWN TO THE LOGOS WHICH IS TO BE DEEMED "ALTOGETHER BLESSED," AND ANY RICH MAN WHO IS TO BE WHOLLY CONDEMNED. FOR EVEN A COMMON INDIVIDUAL WOULD NOT THUS INDISCRIMINATELY HAVE PRAISED THE POOR, MANY OF WHOM LEAD MOST WICKED BYES. BUT ON THIS POINT, WE HAVE SAID ENOUGH. 
CHAP. XVII. 
SINCE CELSUS, MOREOVER, FROM A DESIRE TO DEPRECIATE THE ACCOUNTS WHICH OUR SCRIPTURES GIVE OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, HAS QUOTED NONE OF THEM, AS IF THEY WERE UNWORTHY OF BEING RECORDED BY HIM (OR PERHAPS BECAUSE HE WAS UNACQUAINTED WITH THEM), WHILE, ON THE OTHER HAND, HE QUOTES THE SAYINGS OF PLATO, BOTH FROM HIS EPISTLES AND THE PHOEDRUS, AS IF THESE WERE DIVINELY INSPIRED, BUT OUR SCRIPTURES WERE NOT, LET US SET FORTH A FEW POINTS, FOR THE SAKE OF COMPARISON WITH THESE PLAUSIBLE DECLARATIONS OF PLATO, WHICH DID NOT HOWEVER, DISPOSE THE PHILOSOPHER TO WORSHIP IN A MANNER WORTHY OF HIM THE MAKER OF ALL THINGS. FOR HE OUGHT NOT TO HAVE ADULTERATED OR POLLUTED THIS WORSHIP WITH WHAT WE CALL "IDOLATRY," BUT WHAT THE MANY WOULD DESCRIBE BY THE TERM "SUPERSTITION." NOW, ACCORDING TO A HEBREW FIGURE OF SPEECH, IT IS SAID OF GOD IN THE EIGHTEENTH PSALM, THAT "HE MADE DARKNESS HIS SECRET PLACE," TO SIGNIFY THAT THOSE NOTIONS WHICH SHOULD BE WORTHILY ENTERTAINED OF GOD ARE INVISIBLE AND UNKNOWABLE, BECAUSE GOD CONCEALS HIMSELF IN DARKNESS, AS IT WERE, FROM THOSE WHO CANNOT ENDURE THE SPLENDORS OF HIS KNOWLEDGE, OR ARE INCAPABLE OF LOOKING AT THEM, PARTLY OWING TO THE POLLUTION OF THEIR UNDERSTANDING, WHICH IS CLOTHED WITH THE BODY OF MORTAL LOWLINESS, AND PARTLY OWING TO ITS FEEBLER POWER OF COMPREHENDING GOD. AND IN ORDER THAT IT MAY APPEAR THAT THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD HAS RARELY BEEN VOUCH-SAFED TO MEN, AND HAS BEEN FOUND IN VERY FEW INDIVIDUALS, MOSES IS RELATED TO HAVE ENTERED INTO THE DARKNESS WHERE GOD WAS. AND AGAIN, WITH REGARD TO MOSES IT IS SAID: "MOSES ALONE SHALL COME NEAR THE LORD, BUT THE REST SHALL NOT COME NIGH." AND AGAIN, THAT THE PROPHET MAY SHOW THE DEPTH OF THE DOCTRINES WHICH RELATE TO GOD, AND WHICH IS UNATTAINABLE BY THOSE WHO DO NOT POSSESS THE "SPIRIT WHICH SEARCHETH ALL THINGS, EVEN THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD," HE ADDED: "THE ABYSS LIKE A GARMENT IS HIS COVERING." NAY, OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, THE LOGOS OF GOD, MANIFESTING THAT THE GREATNESS OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER IS APPROPRIATELY COMPREHENDED AND KNOWN PRE-EMINENTLY BY HIM ALONE, AND IN THE SECOND PLACE BY THOSE WHOSE MINDS ARE ENLIGHTENED BY THE LOGOS HIMSELF AND GOD, DECLARES: "NO MAN KNOWETH THE SON, BUT THE FATHER; NEITHER KNOWETH ANY MAN THE FATHER BUT THE SON, AND HE TO WHOMSOEVER THE SON WILL REVEAL HIM." FOR NO ONE CAN WORTHILY KNOW THE "UNCREATED" AND FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATED NATURE LIKE THE FATHER WHO BEGAT HIM, NOR ANY ONE THE FATHER LIKE THE LIVING LOGOS, AND HIS WISDOM AND TRUTH. BY SHARING IN HIM WHO TAKES AWAY FROM THE FATHER WHAT IS CALLED "DARKNESS," WHICH HE "MADE HIS SECRET PLACE," AND "THE ABYSS," WHICH IS CALLED HIS "COVERING," AND IN THIS WAY UNVEILING THE FATHER, EVERY ONE KNOWS THE FATHER WHO IS CAPABLE OF KNOWING HIM. 
CHAP. XVIII. 
I THOUGHT IT RIGHT TO QUOTE THESE FEW INSTANCES FROM A MUCH LARGER NUMBER OF PASSAGES, IN WHICH OUR SACRED WRITERS EXPRESS THEIR IDEAS REGARDING GOD, IN ORDER TO SHOW THAT, TO THOSE WHO HAVE EYES TO BEHOLD THE VENERABLE CHARACTER OF SCRIPTURE, THE SACRED WRITINGS OF THE PROPHETS CONTAIN THINGS MORE-WORTHY OF REVERENCE THAN THOSE SAYINGS OF PLATO WHICH CELSUS ADMIRES. NOW THE DECLARATION OF PLATO, QUOTED BY CELSUS, RUNS AS FOLLOWS: "ALL THINGS ARE AROUND THE KING OF ALL, AND ALL THINGS EXIST FOR HIS SAKE, AND HE IS THE CAUSE OF ALL GOOD THINGS. WITH THINGS OF THE SECOND RANK HE IS SECOND, AND WITH THOSE OF THE THIRD RANK HE IS THIRD. THE HUMAN SOUL, ACCORDINGLY, IS EAGER TO LEARN WHAT THESE THINGS ARE, LOOKING TO SUCH THINGS AS ARE KINDRED TO ITSELF, NONE OF WHICH IS PERFECT. BUT AS REGARDS THE KING AND THOSE THINGS WHICH I MENTIONED, THERE IS NOTHING WHICH RESEMBLES THEM." I MIGHT HAVE MENTIONED, MOREOVER, WHAT IS SAID OF THOSE BEINGS WHICH ARE CALLED SERAPHIM BY THE HEBREWS, AND DESCRIBED IN ISAIAH, WHO COVER THE FACE AND FEET OF GOD, AND OF THOSE CALLED CHERUBIM, WHOM EZEKIEL HAS DESCRIBED, AND THE POSTURES OF THESE, AND OF THE MANNER IN WHICH GOD IS SAID TO BE BORNE UPON THE CHERUBIM. BUT SINCE THEY ARE MENTIONED IN A VERY MYSTERIOUS MANNER, ON ACCOUNT OF THE UNWORTHY AND THE INDECENT, WHO ARE UNABLE TO ENTER INTO THE GREAT THOUGHTS AND VENERABLE NATURE OF THEOLOGY, I HAVE NOT DEEMED IT BECOMING TO DISCOURSE OF THEM IN THIS TREATISE. 
CHAP. XIX. 
CELSUS IN THE NEXT PLACE ALLEGES, THAT "CERTAIN CHRISTIANS, HAVING MISUNDERSTOOD THE WORDS OF PLATO, LOUDLY BOAST OF A 'SUPER-CELESTIAL' GOD THUS ASCENDING BEYOND THE HEAVEN OF THE JEWS." BY THESE WORDS, INDEED, HE DOES NOT MAKE IT CLEAR WHETHER THEY ALSO ASCEND BEYOND THE GOD OF THE JEWS, OR ONLY BEYOND THE HEAVEN BY WHICH THEY SWEAR. IT IS NOT OUR PURPOSE AT PRESENT, HOWEVER, TO SPEAK OF THOSE WHO ACKNOWLEDGE ANOTHER GOD THAN THE ONE WORSHIPPED BY THE JEWS, BUT TO DEFEND OURSELVES, AND TO SHOW THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE PROPHETS OF THE JEWS, WHOSE WRITINGS ARE RECKONED AMONG OURS, TO HAVE BORROWED ANYTHING FROM PLATO, BECAUSE THEY WERE OLDER THAN HE. THEY DID NOT THEN BORROW FROM HIM THE DECLARATION, THAT "ALL THINGS ARE AROUND THE KING OF ALL, AND THAT ALL EXIST ON ACCOUNT OF HIM;" FOR WE HAVE LEARNED THAT NOBLER THOUGHTS THAN THESE HAVE BEEN UTTERED BY THE PROPHETS, BY JESUS HIMSELF AND HIS DISCIPLES, WHO HAVE CLEARLY INDICATED THE MEANING OF THE SPIRIT THAT WAS IN THEM, WHICH WAS NONE OTHER THAN THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST. NOR WAS THE PHILOSOPHER THE FIRST TO PRESENT TO VIEW THE "SUPER-CELESTIAL" PLACE; FOR DAVID LONG AGO BROUGHT TO VIEW THE PROFUNDITY AND MULTITUDE OF THE THOUGHTS CONCERNING GOD ENTERTAINED BY THOSE WHO HAVE ASCENDED ABOVE VISIBLE THINGS, WHEN HE SAID IN THE BOOK OF PSALMS: "PRAISE GOD, YE HEAVEN OF HEAVENS AND YE WATERS THAT BE ABOVE THE HEAVENS, LET THEM PRAISE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD." I DO NOT INDEED, DENY THAT PLATO LEARNED FROM CERTAIN HEBREWS THE WORDS QUOTED FROM THE PHOEDRUS, OR EVEN, AS SOME HAVE RECORDED, THAT HE QUOTED THEM FROM A PERUSAL OF OUR PROPHETIC WRITINGS, WHEN HE SAID: "NO POET HERE BELOW HAS EVER SUNG OF THE SUPER-CELESTIAL PLACE, OR EVER WILL SING IN A BECOMING MANNER," AND SO ON. AND IN THE SAME PASSAGE IS THE FOLLOWING: "FOR THE ESSENCE, WHICH IS BOTH COLORLESS AND FORMLESS, AND WHICH CANNOT BE TOUCHED, WHICH REALLY EXISTS, IS THE PILOT OF THE SOUL, AND IS BEHELD BY THE UNDERSTANDING ALONE; AND AROUND IT THE GENUS OF TRUE KNOWLEDGE HOLDS THIS PLACE." OUR PAUL, MOREOVER, EDUCATED BY THESE WORDS, AND LONGING AFTER THINGS "SUPRA-MUNDANE" AND "SUPER-CELESTIAL," AND DOING HIS UTMOST FOR THEIR SAKE TO ATTAIN THEM, SAYS IN THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS: "FOR OUR LIGHT AFFLICTION, WHICH IS BUT FOR A MOMENT, WORKETH FOR US A FAR MORE EXCEEDING AND ETERNAL WEIGHT OF GLORY; WHILE WE LOOK NOT AT THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN, BUT AT THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT SEEN: FOR THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN ARE TEMPORAL; BUT THE THINGS WHICH ARE UNSEEN ARE ETERNAL." 
CHAP. XX. 
NOW, TO THOSE WHO ARE CAPABLE OF UNDERSTANDING HIM, THE APOSTLE MANIFESTLY PRESENTS TO VIEW "THINGS WHICH ARE THE OBJECTS OF PERCEPTION," CALLING THEM "THINGS SEEN;" WHILE HE TERMS "UNSEEN," THINGS WHICH ARE THE OBJECT OF THE UNDERSTANDING, AND COGNIZABLE BY IT ALONE. HE KNOWS, ALSO, THAT THINGS "SEEN" AND VISIBLE ARE "TEMPORAL," BUT THAT THINGS COGNIZABLE BY THE MIND, AND "NOT SEEN," ARE "ETERNAL;" AND DESIRING TO REMAIN IN THE CONTEMPLATION OF THESE. AND BEING ASSISTED BY HIS EARNEST LONGING FOR THEM, HE DEEMED ALL AFFLICTION AS "LIGHT" AND AS "NOTHING," AND DURING THE SEASON OF AFFLICTIONS AND TROUBLES WAS NOT AT ALL BOWED DOWN BY THEM, BUT BY HIS CONTEMPLATION OF (DIVINE) THINGS DEEMED EVERY CALAMITY A LIGHT THING, SEEING WE ALSO HAVE "A GREAT HIGH PRIEST," WHO BY THE GREATNESS OF HIS POWER AND UNDERSTANDING "HAS PASSED THROUGH THE HEAVENS, EVEN JESUS THE SON OF GOD," WHO HAS PROMISED TO ALL THAT HAVE TRULY LEARNED DIVINE THINGS, AND HAVE LIVED LIVES IN HARMONY WITH THEM, TO GO BEFORE THEM TO THE THINGS THAT ARE SUPRA-MUNDANE; FOR HIS WORDS ARE: "THAT WHERE I GO, YE MAY BE ALSO." AND THEREFORE, WE HOPE, AFTER THE TROUBLES AND STRUGGLES WHICH WE SUFFER HERE, TO REACH THE HIGHEST HEAVENS, AND RECEIVING, AGREEABLY TO THE TEACHING OF JESUS, THE FOUNTAINS OF WATER THAT SPRING UP UNTO ETERNAL LIFE, AND BEING FILLED WITH THE RIVERS OF KNOWLEDGE, SHALL BE UNITED WITH THOSE WATERS THAT ARE SAID TO BE ABOVE THE HEAVENS, AND WHICH PRAISE HIS NAME. AND AS MANY OF US AS PRAISE HIM SHALL NOT BE CARRIED ABOUT BY THE REVOLUTION OF THE HEAVEN, BUT SHALL BE EVER ENGAGED IN THE CONTEMPLATION OF THE INVISIBLE THINGS OF GOD, WHICH ARE NO LONGER UNDERSTOOD BY US THROUGH THE THINGS WHICH HE HATH MADE FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, BUT SEEING, AS IT WAS EXPRESSED BY THE TRUE DISCIPLE OF JESUS IN THESE WORDS, "THEN FACE TO FACE;" AND IN THESE, "WHEN THAT WHICH IS PERFECT IS COME, THEN THAT WHICH IS IN PART WILL BE DONE AWAY." 
CHAP. XXI. 
THE SCRIPTURES WHICH ARE CURRENT IN THE CHURCHES OF GOD DO NOT SPEAK OF "SEVEN" HEAVENS, OR OF ANY DEFINITE NUMBER AT ALL, BUT THEY DO APPEAR TO TEACH THE EXISTENCE OF "HEAVENS," WHETHER THAT MEANS THE "SPHERES" OF THOSE BODIES WHICH THE GREEKS CALL "PLANETS," OR SOMETHING MORE MYSTERIOUS. CELSUS, TOO, AGREEABLY TO THE OPINION OF PLATO, ASSERTS THAT SOULS CAN MAKE THEIR WAY TO AND FROM THE EARTH THROUGH THE PLANETS; WHILE MOSES, OUR MOST ANCIENT PROPHET, SAYS THAT A DIVINE VISION WAS PRESENTED TO THE VIEW OF OUR PROPHET JACOB,--A LADDER STRETCHING TO HEAVEN, AND THE ANGELS OF GOD ASCENDING AND DESCENDING UPON IT, AND THE LORD SUPPORTED UPON ITS TOP,--OBSCURELY POINTING, BY THIS MATTER OF THE LADDER, EITHER TO THE SAME TRUTHS WHICH PLATO HAD IN VIEW, OR TO SOMETHING GREATER THAN THESE. ON THIS SUBJECT PHILO HAS COMPOSED A TREATISE WHICH DESERVES THE THOUGHTFUL AND INTELLIGENT INVESTIGATION OF ALL LOVERS OF TRUTH. 
CHAP. XXII. 
AFTER THIS, CELSUS, DESIRING TO EXHIBIT HIS LEARNING IN HIS TREATISE AGAINST US, QUOTES ALSO CERTAIN PERSIAN MYSTERIES, WHERE HE SAYS: "THESE THINGS ARE OBSCURELY HINTED AT IN THE ACCOUNTS OF THE PERSIANS, AND ESPECIALLY IN THE MYSTERIES OF MITHRAS, WHICH ARE CELEBRATED AMONGST THEM. FOR IN THE LATTER THERE IS A REPRESENTATION OF THE TWO HEAVENLY REVOLUTIONS, OF THE MOVEMENT, VIZ., OF THE FIXED STARS, AND OF THAT WHICH TAKE PLACE AMONG THE PLANETS, AND OF THE PASSAGE OF THE SOUL THROUGH THESE. THE REPRESENTATION IS OF THE FOLLOWING NATURE: THERE IS A LADDER WITH LOFTY GATES, AND ON THE TOP OF IT AN EIGHTH GATE. THE FIRST GATE CONSISTS OF LEAD, THE SECOND OF TIN, THE THIRD OF COPPER, THE FOURTH OF IRON, THE FIFTH OF A MIXTURE OF METALS, THE SIXTH OF SILVER, AND THE SEVENTH OF GOLD. THE FIRST GATE THEY ASSIGN TO SATURN, INDICATING BY THE 'LEAD' THE SLOWNESS OF THIS STAR; THE SECOND TO VENUS, COMPARING HER TO THE SPLENDOR AND SOFTNESS OF TIN; THE THIRD TO JUPITER, BEING FIRM AND SOLID; THE FOURTH TO MERCURY, FOR BOTH MERCURY AND IRON ARE FIT TO ENDURE ALL THINGS, AND ARE MONEY-MAKING AND LABORIOUS; THE FIFTH TO MARS, BECAUSE, BEING COMPOSED OF A MIXTURE OF METALS, IT IS VARIED AND UNEQUAL; THE SIXTH, OF SILVER, TO THE MOON; THE SEVENTH, OF GOLD, TO THE SUN,--THUS IMITATING THE DIFFERENT COLORS OF THE TWO LATTER." HE NEXT PROCEEDS TO EXAMINE THE REASON OF THE STARS BEING ARRANGED IN THIS ORDER, WHICH IS SYMBOLIZED BY THE NAMES OF THE REST OF MATTER. MUSICAL REASONS, MOREOVER, ARE ADDED OR QUOTED BY THE PERSIAN THEOLOGY; AND TO THESE, AGAIN, HE STRIVES TO ADD A SECOND EXPLANATION, CONNECTED ALSO WITH MUSICAL CONSIDERATIONS. BUT IT SEEMS TO ME, THAT TO QUOTE THE LANGUAGE OF CELSUS UPON THESE MATTERS WOULD BE ABSURD, AND SIMILAR TO WHAT HE HIMSELF HAS DONE, WHEN, IN HIS ACCUSATIONS AGAINST CHRISTIANS AND JEWS, HE QUOTED, MOST INAPPROPRIATELY, NOT ONLY THE WORDS OF PLATO; BUT, DISSATISFIED EVEN WITH THESE, HE ADDUCED IN ADDITION THE MYSTERIES OF THE PERSIAN MITHRAS, AND THE EXPLANATION OF THEM. NOW, WHATEVER BE THE CASE WITH REGARD TO THESE, WHETHER THE PERSIANS AND THOSE WHO CONDUCT THE MYSTERIES OF MITHRAS GIVE FALSE OR TRUE ACCOUNTS REGARDING THEM, WHY DID HE SELECT THESE FOR QUOTATION, RATHER THAN SOME OF THE OTHER MYSTERIES, WITH THE EXPLANATION OF THEM? FOR THE MYSTERIES OF MITHRAS DO NOT APPEAR TO BE MORE FAMOUS AMONG THE GREEKS THAN THOSE OF ELEUSIS, OR THAN THOSE IN AEGINA, WHERE INDIVIDUALS ARE INITIATED IN THE RITES OF HECATE. BUT IF HE MUST INTRODUCE BARBARIAN MYSTERIES WITH THEIR EXPLANATION, WHY NOT RATHER THOSE OF THE EGYPTIANS, WHICH ARE HIGHLY REGARDED BY MANY, OR THOSE OF THE CAPPADOCIANS REGARDING THE COMANIAN DIANA, OR THOSE OF THE THRACIANS, OR EVEN THOSE OF THE ROMANS THEMSELVES, WHO INITIATE THE NOBLEST MEMBERS OF THEIR SENATE? BUT IF HE DEEMED IT INAPPROPRIATE TO INSTITUTE A COMPARISON WITH ANY OF THESE, BECAUSE THEY FURNISHED NO AID IN THE WAY OF ACCUSING JEWS OR CHRISTIANS, WHY DID IT NOT ALSO APPEAR TO HIM INAPPROPRIATE TO ADDUCE THE INSTANCE OF THE MYSTERIES OF MITHRAS? 
CHAP. XXIII. 
IF ONE WISHED TO OBTAIN MEANS FOR A PRO-FOUNDER CONTEMPLATION OF THE ENTRANCE OF SOULS INTO DIVINE THINGS, NOT FROM THE STATEMENTS OF THAT VERY INSIGNIFICANT SECT FROM WHICH HE QUOTED, HUT FROM BOOKS--PARTLY THOSE OF THE JEWS, WHICH ARE READ IN THEIR SYNAGOGUES, AND ADOPTED BY CHRISTIANS, AND PARTLY FROM THOSE OF CHRISTIANS ALONE--LET HIM PERUSE, AT THE END OF EZEKIEL'S PROPHECIES, THE VISIONS BEHELD BY THE PROPHET, IN WHICH GATES OF DIFFERENT KINDS ARE ENUMERATED, WHICH OBSCURELY REFER TO THE DIFFERENT MODES IN WHICH DIVINE SOULS ENTER INTO A BETTER WORLD; AND LET HIM PERUSE ALSO, FROM THE APOCALYPSE OF JOHN, WHAT IS RELATED OF THE CITY OF GOD, THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM, AND OF ITS FOUNDATIONS AND GATES. AND IF HE IS CAPABLE OF FINDING OUT ALSO THE ROAD, WHICH IS INDICATED BY SYMBOLS, OF THOSE WHO WILL MARCH ON TO DIVINE THINGS, LET HIM READ THE BOOK OF MOSES ENTITLED NUMBERS, AND LET HIM SEEK THE HELP OF ONE WHO IS CAPABLE OF INITIATING HIM INTO THE MEANING OF THE NARRATIVES CONCERNING THE ENCAMPMENTS OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL; VIZ., OF WHAT SORT THOSE WERE WHICH WERE ARRANGED TOWARDS THE EAST, AS WAS THE CASE WITH THE FIRST; AND WHAT THOSE TOWARDS THE SOUTH-WEST. AND SOUTH; AND WHAT TOWARDS THE SEA; AND WHAT THE LAST WERE, WHICH WERE STATIONED TOWARDS THE NORTH. FOR HE WILL SEE THAT THERE IS IN THE RESPECTIVE PLACES A MEANING NOT TO BE LIGHTLY TREATED, NOR, AS CELSUS IMAGINES, SUCH AS CALLS ONLY FOR SILLY AND SERVILE LISTENERS: BUT HE WILL DISTINGUISH IN THE ENCAMPMENTS CERTAIN THINGS RELATING TO THE NUMBERS THAT ARE ENUMERATED, AND WHICH ARE SPECIALLY ADAPTED TO EACH TRIBE, OF WHICH THE PRESENT DOES NOT APPEAR TO US TO BE THE PROPER TIME TO SPEAK. LET CELSUS KNOW, MOREOVER, AS WELL AS THOSE WHO READ HIS BOOK, THAT IN NO PART OF THE GENUINE AND DIVINELY ACCREDITED SCRIPTURES ARE "SEVEN" HEAVENS MENTIONED; NEITHER DO OUR PROPHETS, NOR THE APOSTLES OF JESUS, NOR THE SON OF GOD HIMSELF, REPEAT ANYTHING WHICH THEY BORROWED FROM THE PERSIANS OR THE CABIRI. 
[bookmark: Ophite_Diagram]CHAP. XXIV. 
AFTER THE INSTANCE BORROWED FROM THE MITHRAIC MYSTERIES, CELSUS DECLARES THAT HE WHO WOULD INVESTIGATE THE CHRISTIAN MYSTERIES, ALONG WITH THE AFORESAID PERSIAN, WILL, ON COMPARING THE TWO TOGETHER, AND ON UNVEILING THE RITES OF THE CHRISTIANS, SEE IN THIS WAY THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEM. NOW, WHEREVER HE WAS ABLE TO GIVE THE NAMES OF THE VARIOUS SECTS, HE WAS NOTHING LOTH TO QUOTE THOSE WITH WHICH HE THOUGHT HIMSELF ACQUAINTED; BUT WHEN HE OUGHT MOST OF ALL TO HAVE DONE THIS, IF THEY WERE REALLY KNOWN TO HIM, AND TO HAVE INFORMED US WHICH WAS THE SECT THAT MAKES USE OF THE DIAGRAM HE HAS DRAWN, HE HAS NOT DONE SO. IT SEEMS TO ME, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS FROM SOME STATEMENTS OF A VERY INSIGNIFICANT SECT CALLED OPHITES, WHICH HE HAS MISUNDERSTOOD, THAT, IN MY OPINION, HE HAS PARTLY BORROWED WHAT HE SAYS ABOUT THE DIAGRAM. NOW, AS WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN ANIMATED BY A LOVE OF LEARNING, WE HAVE FALLEN IN WITH THIS DIAGRAM, AND WE HAVE FOUND IN IT THE REPRESENTATIONS OF MEN WHO, AS PAUL SAYS, "CREEP INTO HOUSES, AND LEAD CAPTIVE SILLY WOMEN LADEN WITH SINS, LED AWAY WITH DIVER’S, LUSTS; EVER LEARNING, AND NEVER ABLE TO COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH." THE DIAGRAM WAS, HOWEVER, SO DESTITUTE OF ALL CREDIBILITY, THAT NEITHER THESE EASILY DECEIVED WOMEN, NOR THE MOST RUSTIC CLASS OF MEN, NOR THOSE WHO WERE READY TO BE LED AWAY BY ANY PLAUSIBLE PRETENDER WHATEVER, EVER GAVE THEIR ASSENT TO THE DIAGRAM. NOR, INDEED, HAVE WE EVER MET ANY INDIVIDUAL, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE VISITED MANY PARTS OF THE EARTH, AND HAVE SOUGHT OUT ALL THOSE WHO ANYWHERE MADE PROFESSION OF KNOWLEDGE, THAT PLACED ANY FAITH IN THIS DIAGRAM. 
CHAP. XXV. 
IN THIS DIAGRAM WERE DESCRIBED TEN CIRCLES, DISTINCT FROM EACH OTHER, BUT UNITED BY ONE CIRCLE, WHICH WAS SAID TO BE THE SOUL OF ALL THINGS, AND WAS CALLED "LEVIATHAN." THIS LEVIATHAN, THE JEWISH SCRIPTURES SAY, WHATEVER THEY MEAN BY THE EXPRESSION, WAS CREATED BY GOD FOR A PLAYTHING; FOR WE FIND IN THE PSALMS: "IN WISDOM HAST THOU MADE ALL THINGS: THE EARTH IS FULL OF THY CREATURES; SO IS THIS GREAT AND WIDE SEA. THERE GO THE SHIPS; SMALL ANIMALS WITH GREAT; THERE IS THIS DRAGON, WHICH THOU HAST FORMED TO PLAY THEREIN." INSTEAD OF THE WORD "DRAGON," THE TERM "LEVIATHAN" IS IN THE HEBREW. THIS IMPIOUS DIAGRAM, THEN, SAID OF THIS LEVIATHAN, WHICH IS SO CLEARLY DEPRECIATED BY THE PSALMIST, THAT IT WAS THE SOUL WHICH HAD TRAVELLED THROUGH ALL THINGS! WE OBSERVED, ALSO, IN THE DIAGRAM, THE BEING NAMED "BEHEMOTH," PLACED AS IT WERE UNDER THE LOWEST CIRCLE. THE INVENTOR OF THIS ACCURSED DIAGRAM HAD INSCRIBED THIS LEVIATHAN AT ITS CIRCUMFERENCE AND CENTER, THUS PLACING ITS NAME IN TWO SEPARATE PLACES. MOREOVER, CELSUS SAYS THAT THE DIAGRAM WAS "DIVIDED BY A THICK BLACK LINE, AND THIS LINE HE ASSERTED WAS CALLED GEHENNA, WHICH IS TARTARUS." NOW AS WE FOUND THAT GEHENNA WAS MENTIONED IN THE GOSPEL AS A PLACE OF PUNISHMENT, WE SEARCHED TO SEE WHETHER IT IS MENTIONED ANYWHERE IN THE ANCIENT SCRIPTURES, AND ESPECIALLY BECAUSE THE JEWS TOO USE THE WORD. AND WE ASCERTAINED THAT WHERE THE VALLEY OF THE SON OF ENNOM WAS NAMED IN SCRIPTURE IN THE HEBREW, INSTEAD OF "VALLEY," WITH FUNDAMENTALLY THE SAME MEANING, IT WAS TERMED BOTH THE VALLEY OF ENNOM AND ALSO GEENNA. AND CONTINUING OUR RESEARCHES, WE FIND THAT WHAT WAS TERMED "GEENNA," OR "THE VALLEY OF ENNOM," WAS INCLUDED IN THE LOT OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, IN WHICH JERUSALEM ALSO WAS SITUATED. AND SEEKING TO ASCERTAIN WHAT MIGHT BE THE INFERENCE FROM THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM BELONGING TO THE LOT OF BENJAMIN AND THE VALLEY OF ENNOM, WE FIND A CERTAIN CONFIRMATION OF WHAT IS SAID REGARDING THE PLACE OF PUNISHMENT, INTENDED FOR THE PURIFICATION OF SUCH SOULS AS ARE TO BE PURIFIED BY TORMENTS, AGREEABLY TO THE SAYING: "THE LORD COMETH LIKE A REFINER'S FIRE, AND LIKE FULLERS' SOAP: AND HE SHALL SIT AS A REFINER AND PURIFIER OF SILVER AND OF GOLD." 
CHAP. XXVI. 
IT IS IN THE PRECINCTS OF JERUSALEM, THEN, THAT PUNISHMENTS WILL BE INFLICTED UPON THOSE WHO UNDERGO THE PROCESS OF PURIFICATION, WHO HAVE RECEIVED INTO THE SUBSTANCE OF THEIR SOUL THE ELEMENTS OF WICKEDNESS, WHICH IN A CERTAIN PLACE IS FIGURATIVELY TERMED "LEAD," AND ON THAT ACCOUNT INIQUITY IS REPRESENTED IN ZECHARIAH AS SITTING UPON A "TALENT OF LEAD." BUT THE REMARKS WHICH MIGHT BE MADE ON THIS TOPIC ARE NEITHER TO BE MADE TO ALL, NOR TO BE UTTERED ON THE PRESENT OCCASION; FOR IT IS NOT UNATTENDED WITH DANGER TO COMMIT TO WRITING THE EXPLANATION OF SUCH SUBJECTS, SEEING THE MULTITUDE NEED NO FURTHER INSTRUCTION THAN THAT WHICH RELATES TO THE PUNISHMENT OF SINNERS; WHILE TO ASCEND BEYOND THIS IS NOT EXPEDIENT, FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO ARE WITH DIFFICULTY RESTRAINED, EVEN BY FEAR OF ETERNAL PUNISHMENT, FROM PLUNGING INTO ANY DEGREE OF WICKEDNESS, AND INTO THE FLOOD OF EVILS WHICH RESULT FROM SIN. THE DOCTRINE OF GEENNA, THEN, IS UNKNOWN BOTH TO THE DIAGRAM AND TO CELSUS: FOR HAD IT BEEN OTHERWISE, THE FRAMERS OF THE FORMER WOULD NOT HAVE BOASTED OF THEIR PICTURES OF ANIMALS AND DIAGRAMS, AS IF THE TRUTH WERE REPRESENTED BY THESE; NOR WOULD CELSUS, IN HIS TREATISE AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS, HAVE INTRODUCED AMONG THE CHARGES DIRECTED AGAINST THEM STATEMENTS WHICH THEY NEVER UTTERED INSTEAD OF WHAT WAS SPOKEN BY SOME WHO PERHAPS ARE NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE, BUT HAVE ALTOGETHER DISAPPEARED, OR BEEN REDUCED TO A VERY FEW INDIVIDUALS, AND THESE EASILY COUNTED. AND AS IT DOES NOT BESEEM THOSE WHO PROFESS THE DOCTRINES OF PLATO TO OFFER A DEFENSE OF EPICURUS AND HIS IMPIOUS OPINIONS, SO NEITHER IS IT FOR US TO DEFEND THE DIAGRAM, OR TO REFUTE THE ACCUSATIONS BROUGHT AGAINST IT BY CELSUS. WE MAY THEREFORE ALLOW HIS CHARGES ON THESE POINTS TO PASS AS SUPERFLUOUS AND USELESS, FOR WE WOULD CENSURE MORE SEVERELY THAN CELSUS ANY WHO SHOULD BE CARRIED AWAY BY SUCH OPINIONS. 
CHAP. XXVII. 
AFTER THE MATTER OF THE DIAGRAM, HE BRINGS FORWARD CERTAIN MONSTROUS STATEMENTS, IN THE FORM OF QUESTION AND ANSWER, REGARDING WHAT IS CALLED BY ECCLESIASTICAL WRITERS THE "SEAL," STATEMENTS WHICH DID NOT ARISE FROM IMPERFECT INFORMATION; SUCH AS THAT "HE WHO IMPRESSES THE SEAL IS CALLED FATHER, AND HE WHO IS SEALED IS CALLED YOUNG MAN AND SON;" AND WHO ANSWERS, "I HAVE BEEN ANOINTED WITH WHITE OINTMENT FROM THE TREE OF LIFE,"--THINGS WHICH WE NEVER HEARD TO HAVE OCCURRED EVEN AMONG THE HERETICS. IN THE NEXT PLACE, HE DETERMINES EVEN THE NUMBER MENTIONED BY THOSE WHO DELIVER OVER THE SEAL, AS THAT "OF SEVEN ANGELS, WHO ATTACH THEMSELVES TO BOTH SIDES OF THE SOUL OF THE DYING BODY; THE ONE PARTY BEING NAMED ANGELS OF LIGHT, THE OTHERS 'ARCHONTICS;' " AND HE ASSERTS THAT THE "RULER OF THOSE NAMED 'ARCHONTICS' IS TERMED THE 'ACCURSED' GOD." THEN, LAYING HOLD OF THE EXPRESSION, HE ASSAILS, NOT WITHOUT REASON; THOSE WHO VENTURE TO USE SUCH LANGUAGE; AND ON THAT ACCOUNT WE ENTERTAIN A SIMILAR FEELING OF INDIGNATION WITH THOSE WHO CENSURE SUCH INDIVIDUALS, IF INDEED THERE EXIST ANY WHO CALL THE GOD OF THE JEWS--WHO SENDS RAIN AND THUNDER, AND WHO IS THE CREATOR OF THIS WORLD, AND THE GOD OF MOSES, AND OF THE COSMOGONY WHICH HE RECORDS--AN "ACCURSED" DIVINITY. CELSUS, HOWEVER, APPEARS TO HAVE HAD IN VIEW IN EMPLOYING THESE EXPRESSIONS, NOT A RATIONAL OBJECT, BUT ONE OF A MOST IRRATIONAL KIND, ARISING OUT OF HIS HATRED TOWARDS US, WHICH IS SO UNLIKE A PHILOSOPHER. FOR HIS AIM WAS, THAT THOSE WHO ARE UNACQUAINTED WITH OUR CUSTOMS SHOULD, ON PERUSING HIS TREATISE, AT ONCE ASSAIL US AS IF WE CALLED THE NOBLE CREATOR OF THIS WORLD AN "ACCURSED DIVINITY." HE APPEARS TO ME, INDEED, TO HAVE ACTED LIKE THOSE JEWS WHO, WHEN CHRISTIANITY BEGAN TO BE FIRST PREACHED, SCATTERED ABROAD FALSE REPORTS OF THE GOSPEL, SUCH AS THAT "CHRISTIANS OFFERED UP AN INFANT IN SACRIFICE, AND PARTOOK OF ITS FLESH;" AND AGAIN, "THAT THE PROFESSORS OF CHRISTIANITY, WISHING TO DO THE 'WORKS OF DARKNESS,' USED TO EXTINGUISH THE LIGHTS (IN THEIR MEETINGS), AND EACH ONE TO HAVE SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WITH ANY WOMAN WHOM HE CHANCED TO MEET." THESE CALUMNIES HAVE LONG EXERCISED, ALTHOUGH UNREASONABLY, AN INFLUENCE OVER THE MINDS OF VERY MANY, LEADING THOSE WHO ARE ALIENS TO THE GOSPEL TO BELIEVE THAT CHRISTIANS ARE MEN OF SUCH A CHARACTER; AND EVEN AT THE PRESENT DAY THEY MISLEAD SOME, AND PREVENT THEM FROM ENTERING EVEN INTO THE SIMPLE [SEXLESS] INTERCOURSE OF CONVERSATION WITH THOSE WHO ARE CHRISTIANS. 
CHAP. XXVIII. 
WITH SOME SUCH OBJECT AS THIS IN VIEW DOES CELSUS SEEM TO HAVE BEEN ACTUATED, WHEN HE ALLEGED THAT CHRISTIANS TERM THE CREATOR AN "ACCURSED DIVINITY;" IN ORDER THAT HE WHO BELIEVES THESE CHARGES OF HIS AGAINST US, SHOULD, IF POSSIBLE, ARISE AND EXTERMINATE THE CHRISTIANS AS THE MOST IMPIOUS OF MANKIND. CONFUSING, MOREOVER, THINGS THAT ARE DISTINCT, HE STATES ALSO THE REASON WHY THE GOD OF THE MOSAIC COSMOGONY IS TERMED "ACCURSED," ASSERTING THAT "SUCH IS HIS CHARACTER, AND WORTHY OF EXECRATION IN THE OPINION OF THOSE WHO SO REGARD HIM, INASMUCH AS HE PRONOUNCED A CURSE UPON THE SERPENT, WHO INTRODUCED THE FIRST HUMAN BEINGS TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL." NOW HE OUGHT TO HAVE KNOWN THAT THOSE WHO HAVE ESPOUSED THE CAUSE OF THE SERPENT, BECAUSE HE GAVE GOOD ADVICE TO THE FIRST HUMAN BEINGS, AND WHO GO FAR BEYOND THE TITANS AND GIANTS OF FABLE, AND ARE ON THIS ACCOUNT CALLED OPHITES, ARE SO FAR FROM BEING CHRISTIANS, THAT THEY BRING ACCUSATIONS AGAINST JESUS TO AS GREAT A DEGREE AS CELSUS HIMSELF; AND THEY DO NOT ADMIT ANY ONE INTO THEIR ASSEMBLY UNTIL HE HAS UTTERED MALEDICTIONS AGAINST JESUS. SEE, THEN, HOW IRRATIONAL IS THE PROCEDURE OF CELSUS, WHO, IN HIS DISCOURSE AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS, REPRESENTS AS SUCH THOSE WHO WILL NOT EVEN LISTEN TO THE NAME OF JESUS, OR OMIT EVEN THAT HE WAS A WISE MAN, OR A PERSON OF VIRTUOUS CHARACTER! WHAT, THEN, COULD EVINCE GREATER FOLLY OR MADNESS, NOT ONLY ON THE PART OF THOSE WHO WISH TO DERIVE THEIR NAME FROM THE SERPENT AS THE AUTHOR OF GOOD, BUT ALSO ON THE PART OF CELSUS, WHO THINKS THAT THE ACCUSATIONS WITH WHICH THE OPHITES ARE CHARGED, ARE CHARGEABLE ALSO AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS! LONG AGO, INDEED, THAT GREEK PHILOSOPHER WHO PREFERRED A STATE OF POVERTY, AND WHO EXHIBITED THE PATTERN OF A HAPPY LIFE, SHOWING THAT HE WAS NOT EXCLUDED FROM HAPPINESS ALTHOUGH HE WAS POSSESSED OF NOTHING, TERMED HIMSELF A CYNIC; WHILE THESE IMPIOUS WRETCHES, AS NOT BEING HUMAN BEINGS, WHOSE ENEMY THE SERPENT IS, BUT AS BEING SERPENTS, PRIDE THEMSELVES UPON BEING CALLED OPHITES FROM THE SERPENT, WHICH IS AN ANIMAL MOST HOSTILE TO AND GREATLY DREADED BY MAN, AND BOAST OF ONE EUPHRATES AS THE INTRODUCER OF THESE UNHALLOWED OPINIONS. 
CHAP. XXIX. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS IF IT WERE THE CHRISTIANS WHOM HE WAS CALUMNIATING, HE CONTINUES HIS ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THOSE WHO TERMED THE GOD OF MOSES AND OF HIS LAW AN "ACCURSED" DIVINITY; AND IMAGINING THAT IT IS THE CHRISTIANS WHO SO SPEAK, HE EXPRESSES HIMSELF THUS: "WHAT COULD BE MORE FOOLISH OR INSANE THAN SUCH SENSELESS WISDOM? FOR WHAT BLUNDER HAS THE JEWISH LAWGIVER COMMITTED? AND WHY DO YOU ACCEPT, BY MEANS, AS YOU SAY, OF A CERTAIN ALLEGORICAL AND TYPICAL METHOD OF INTERPRETATION, THE COSMOGONY WHICH HE GIVES, AND THE LAW OF THE JEWS, WHILE IT IS WITH UNWILLINGNESS, O MOST IMPIOUS MAN, THAT YOU GIVE PRAISE TO THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD, WHO PROMISED TO GIVE THEM ALL THINGS; WHO PROMISED TO MULTIPLY THEIR RACE TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, AND TO RAISE THEM UP FROM THE DEAD WITH THE SAME FLESH AND BLOOD, AND WHO GAVE INSPIRATION TO THEIR PROPHETS; AND, AGAIN, YOU SLANDER HIM! WHEN YOU FEEL THE FORCE OF SUCH CONSIDERATIONS, INDEED, YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YOU WORSHIP THE SAME GOD; BUT WHEN YOUR TEACHER JESUS AND THE JEWISH MOSES GIVE CONTRADICTORY DECISIONS, YOU SEEK ANOTHER GOD, INSTEAD OF HIM, AND THE FATHER!" NOW, BY SUCH STATEMENTS, THIS ILLUSTRIOUS PHILOSOPHER CELSUS DISTINCTLY SLANDERS THE CHRISTIANS, ASSERTING THAT, WHEN THE JEWS PRESS THEM HARD, THEY ACKNOWLEDGE THE SAME GOD AS THEY DO; BUT THAT WHEN JESUS LEGISLATES DIFFERENTLY FROM MOSES, THEY SEEK ANOTHER GOD INSTEAD OF HIM. NOW, WHETHER WE ARE CONVERSING WITH THE JEWS, OR ARE ALONE WITH OURSELVES, WE KNOW OF ONLY ONE AND THE SAME GOD, WHOM THE JEWS ALSO WORSHIPPED OF OLD TIME, AND STILL PROFESS TO WORSHIP AS GOD, AND WE ARE GUILTY OF NO IMPIETY TOWARDS HIM. WE DO NOT ASSERT, HOWEVER; THAT GOD WILL RAISE MEN FROM THE DEAD WITH THE SAME FLESH AND BLOOD, AS HAS BEEN SHOWN IN THE PRECEDING PAGES; FOR WE DO NOT MAINTAIN THAT THE NATURAL BODY, WHICH IS SOWN IN CORRUPTION, AND IN DISHONOR, AND IN WEAKNESS, WILL RISE AGAIN SUCH AS IT WAS SOWN. ON SUCH SUBJECTS, HOWEVER, WE HAVE SPOKEN AT ADEQUATE LENGTH IN THE FOREGOING PAGES. 
CHAP. XXX. 
HE NEXT RETURNS TO THE SUBJECT OF THE SEVEN RULING DEMONS, WHOSE NAMES ARE NOT FOUND AMONG CHRISTIANS, BUT WHO, I THINK, ARE ACCEPTED BY THE OPHITES. WE FOUND, INDEED, THAT IN THE DIAGRAM, WHICH ON THEIR ACCOUNT WE PROCURED A SIGHT OF, THE SAME ORDER WAS LAID DOWN AS THAT WHICH CELSUS HAS GIVEN. CELSUS SAYS THAT "THE GOAT WAS SHAPED LIKE A LION," NOT MENTIONING THE NAME GIVEN HIM BY THOSE WHO ARE TRULY THE MOST IMPIOUS OF INDIVIDUALS; WHEREAS WE DISCOVERED THAT HE WHO IS HONOURED IN HOLY SCRIPTURE AS THE ANGEL OF THE CREATOR IS CALLED BY THIS ACCURSED DIAGRAM MICHAEL THE LION-LIKE. AGAIN, CELSUS SAYS THAT THE "SECOND IN ORDER IS A BULL;" WHEREAS THE DIAGRAM WHICH WE POSSESSED MADE HIM TO BE SURIEL, THE BULL-LIKE. FURTHER, CELSUS TERMED THE THIRD "AN AMPHIBIOUS SORT OF ANIMAL, AND ONE THAT HISSED FRIGHTFULLY;" WHILE THE DIAGRAM DESCRIBED THE THIRD AS RAPHAEL, THE SERPENT-LIKE. MOREOVER, CELSUS ASSERTED THAT THE "FOURTH HAD THE FORM OF AN EAGLE;" THE DIAGRAM REPRESENTING HIM AS GABRIEL, THE EAGLE-LIKE. AGAIN, THE "FIFTH," ACCORDING TO CELSUS, "HAD THE COUNTENANCE OF A BEAR;" AND THIS, ACCORDING TO THE DIAGRAM, WAS THAUTHABAOTH, THE BEAR-LIKE. CELSUS CONTINUES HIS ACCOUNT, THAT THE "SIXTH WAS DESCRIBED AS HAVING THE FACE OF A DOG;" AND HIM THE DIAGRAM CALLED ERATAOTH. THE "SEVENTH," HE ADDS, "HAD THE COUNTENANCE OF AN ASS, AND WAS NAMED THAPHABAOTH OR ONOEL;" WHEREAS WE DISCOVERED THAT IN THE DIAGRAM HE IS CALLED ONOEL, OR THARTHARAOTH, BEING SOMEWHAT ASININE IN APPEARANCE. WE HAVE THOUGHT IT PROPER TO BE EXACT IN STATING THESE MATTERS, THAT WE MIGHT NOT APPEAR TO BE IGNORANT OF THOSE THINGS WHICH CELSUS PROFESSED TO KNOW, BUT THAT WE CHRISTIANS, KNOWING THEM BETTER THAN HE, MAY DEMONSTRATE THAT THESE ARE NOT THE WORDS OF CHRISTIANS, BUT OF THOSE WHO ARE ALTOGETHER ALIENATED FROM SALVATION, AND WHO NEITHER ACKNOWLEDGE JESUS AS SAVIOR, NOR GOD, NOR TEACHER, NOR SON OF GOD. 
CHAP. XXXI. 
MOREOVER, IF ANY ONE WOULD WISH TO BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THE ARTIFICES OF THOSE SORCERERS, THROUGH WHICH THEY DESIRE TO LEAD MEN AWAY BY THEIR TEACHING (AS IF THEY POSSESSED THE KNOWLEDGE OF CERTAIN SECRET RITES), BUT ARE NOT AT ALL SUCCESSFUL IN SO DOING, LET HIM LISTEN TO THE INSTRUCTION WHICH THEY RECEIVE AFTER PASSING THROUGH WHAT IS TERMED THE "FENCE OF WICKEDNESS,"-GATES WHICH ARE SUBJECTED TO THE WORLD OF RULING SPIRITS. (THE FOLLOWING, THEN, IS THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY PROCEED): "I SALUTE THE ONE-FORMED KING, THE BOND OF BLINDNESS, COMPLETE OBLIVION, THE FIRST POWER, PRESERVED BY THE SPIRIT OF PROVIDENCE AND BY WISDOM, FROM WHOM I AM SENT FORTH PURE, BEING ALREADY PART OF THE LIGHT OF THE SON AND OF THE FATHER: GRACE BE WITH ME; YEA, O FATHER, LET IT BE WITH ME." THEY SAY ALSO THAT THE BEGINNINGS OF THE OGDOAD ARE DERIVED FROM THIS. IN THE NEXT PLACE, THEY ARE TAUGHT TO SAY AS FOLLOWS, WHILE PASSING THROUGH WHAT THEY CALL IALDABAOTH: "THOU, O FIRST AND SEVENTH, WHO ART BORN TO COMMAND WITH CONFIDENCE, THOU, O IALDABAOTH, WHO ART THE RATIONAL RULER OF A PURE MIND, AND A PERFECT WORK TO SON AND FATHER, BEARING THE SYMBOL OF LIFE IN THE CHARACTER OF A TYPE, AND OPENING TO THE WORLD THE GATE WHICH THOU DIDST CLOSE AGAINST THY KINGDOM, I PASS AGAIN IN FREEDOM THROUGH THY REALM. LET GRACE BE WITH ME; YEA, O FATHER, LET IT BE WITH ME." THEY SAY, MOREOVER, THAT THE STAR PHAENON IS IN SYMPATHY WITH THE LION-LIKE RULER. THEY NEXT IMAGINE THAT HE WHO HAS PASSED THROUGH IALDABAOTH AND ARRIVED AT IAO OUGHT THUS TO SPEAK: "THOU, O SECOND IAO, WHO SHINEST BY NIGHT WHO ART THE RULER OF THE SECRET MYSTERIES OF SON AND FATHER, FIRST PRINCE OF DEATH, AND PORTION OF THE INNOCENT, BEARING NOW MINE OWN BEARD AS SYMBOL, I AM READY TO PASS THROUGH THY REALM, HAVING STRENGTHENED HIM WHO IS BORN OF THEE BY THE LIVING WORD. GRACE BE WITH ME; FATHER, LET IT BE WITH ME." THEY NEXT COME TO SABAOTH, TO WHOM THEY THINK THE FOLLOWING SHOULD BE ADDRESSED: "O GOVERNOR OF THE FIFTH REALM, POWERFUL SABAOTH, DEFENDER OF THE LAW OF THY CREATURES, WHO ARE LIBERATED BY THY GRACE THROUGH THE HELP OF A MORE POWERFUL PENTAD, ADMIT ME, SEEING THE FAULTLESS SYMBOL OF THEIR ART, PRESERVED BY THE STAMP OF AN IMAGE, A BODY LIBERATED BY A PENTAD. LET GRACE BE WITH ME, O FATHER, LET GRACE BE WITH ME." AND AFTER SABAOTH THEY COME TO ASTAPHAEUS, TO WHOM THEY BELIEVE THE FOLLOWING PRAYER SHOULD BE OFFERED: "O ASTAPHAEUS, RULER OF THE THIRD GATE, OVERSEER OF THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF WATER, LOOK UPON ME AS ONE OF THINE INITIATED, ADMIT ME WHO AM PURIFIED WITH THE SPIRIT OF A VIRGIN, THOU WHO SEEST THE ESSENCE OF THE WORLD. LET GRACE BE WITH ME, O FATHER, LET GRACE BE WITH ME." AFTER HIM COMES ALOAEUS, WHO IS TO BE THUS ADDRESSED: "O ALOAEUS, GOVERNOR OF THE SECOND GATE, LET ME PASS, SEEING I BRING TO THEE THE SYMBOL OF THY MOTHER, A GRACE WHICH IS HIDDEN BY THE POWERS OF THE REALMS. LET GRACE BE WITH ME, O FATHER, LET IT BE WITH ME." AND LAST OF ALL THEY NAME HORAEUS, AND THINK THAT THE FOLLOWING PRAYER OUGHT TO BE OFFERED TO HIM: "THOU WHO DIDST FEARLESSLY OVERLEAP THE RAMPART OF FIRE, O HORAEUS, WHO DIDST OBTAIN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FIRST GATE, LET ME PASS, SEEING THOU BEHOLDEST THE SYMBOL OF THINE OWN POWER, SCULPTURED ON THE FIGURE OF THE TREE OF LIFE, AND FORMED AFTER THIS IMAGE, IN THE LIKENESS OF INNOCENCE. LET GRACE BE WITH ME, O FATHER, LET GRACE BE WITH ME." 
CHAP. XXXII. 
THE SUPPOSED GREAT LEARNING OF CELSUS, WHICH IS COMPOSED, HOWEVER, RATHER OF CURIOUS TRIFLES AND SILLY TALK THAN ANYTHING ELSE, HAS MADE US TOUCH UPON THESE TOPICS, FROM A WISH TO SHOW TO EVERY ONE WHO PERUSES HIS TREATISE AND OUR REPLY, THAT WE HAVE NO LACK OF INFORMATION ON THOSE SUBJECTS, FROM WHICH HE TAKES OCCASION TO CALUMNIATE THE CHRISTIANS, WHO NEITHER ARE ACQUAINTED WITH, NOR CONCERN THEMSELVES ABOUT, SUCH MAT TERS. FOR WE, TOO, DESIRED BOTH TO LEARN AND SET FORTH THESE THINGS, IN ORDER THAT SORCERERS MIGHT NOT, UNDER PRETEXT OF KNOWING MORE THAN WE, DELUDE THOSE WHO ARE EASILY CARRIED AWAY BY THE GLITTER OF NAMES. AND I COULD HAVE GIVEN MANY MORE ILLUSTRATIONS TO SHOW THAT WE ARE ACQUAINTED WITH THE OPINIONS OF THESE DELUDERS, AND THAT WE DISOWN THEM, AS BEING ALIEN TO OURS, AND IMPIOUS, AND NOT IN HARMONY WITH THE DOCTRINES OF TRUE CHRISTIANS, OF WHICH WE ARE READY TO MAKE CONFESSION EVEN TO THE DEATH. IT MUST BE NOTICED, TOO, THAT THOSE WHO HAVE DRAWN UP THIS ARRAY OF FICTIONS, HAVE, FROM NEITHER UNDERSTANDING MAGIC, NOR DISCRIMINATING THE MEANING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE, THROWN EVERYTHING INTO CONFUSION; SEEING THAT THEY HAVE BORROWED FROM MAGIC THE NAMES OF IALDABAOTH, AND ASTAPHAEUS, AND HORAEUS, AND FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES HIM WHO IS TERMED IN HEBREW IAO OR JAH, AND SABAOTH, AND ADONAEUS, AND ELOAEUS. NOW THE NAMES TAKEN FROM THE SCRIPTURES ARE NAMES OF ONE AND THE SAME GOD; WHICH, NOT BEING UNDERSTOOD BY THE ENEMIES OF GOD, AS EVEN THEMSELVES ACKNOWLEDGE, LED TO THEIR IMAGINING THAT IAO WAS A DIFFERENT GOD, AND SABAOTH ANOTHER, AND ADONAEUS, WHOM THE SCRIPTURES TERM ADONAI, A THIRD BESIDES, AND THAT ELOAEUS, WHOM THE PROPHETS NAME IN HEBREW ELOI, WAS ALSO DIFFERENT. 
CHAP. XXXIII. 
CELSUS NEXT RELATES OTHER FABLES, TO THE EFFECT THAT "CERTAIN PERSONS RETURN TO THE SHAPES OF THE ARCHONTICS, SO THAT SOME ARE CALLED LIONS, OTHERS BULLS, OTHERS DRAGONS, OR EAGLES, OR BEARS, OR DOGS." WE FOUND ALSO IN THE DIAGRAM WHICH WE POSSESSED, AND WHICH CELSUS CALLED THE "SQUARE PATTERN," THE STATEMENTS MADE BY THESE UNHAPPY BEINGS CONCERNING THE GATES OF PARADISE. THE FLAMING SWORD WAS DEPICTED AS THE DIAMETER OF A FLAMING CIRCLE, AND AS IF MOUNTING GUARD OVER THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF LIFE. CELSUS, HOWEVER, EITHER WOULD NOT OR COULD NOT REPEAT THE HARANGUES WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE FABLES OF THESE IMPIOUS INDIVIDUALS, ARE REPRESENTED AS SPOKEN AT EACH OF THE GATES BY THOSE WHO PASS THROUGH THEM; BUT THIS WE HAVE DONE IN ORDER TO SHOW TO CELSUS AND THOSE WHO READ HIS TREATISE, THAT WE KNOW THE DEPTH OF THESE UNHALLOWED MYSTERIES, AND THAT THEY ARE FAR REMOVED FROM THE WORSHIP WHICH CHRISTIANS OFFER UP TO GOD. 
CHAP. XXXIV. 
AFTER FINISHING THE FOREGOING, AND THOSE ANALOGOUS MATTERS WHICH WE OURSELVES HAVE ADDED, CELSUS CONTINUES AS FOLLOWS: "THEY CONTINUE TO HEAP TOGETHER ONE THING AFTER ANOTHER,--DISCOURSES OF PROPHETS, AND CIRCLES UPON CIRCLES, AND EFFLUENTS FROM AN EARTHLY CHURCH, AND FROM CIRCUMCISION; AND A POWER FLOWING FROM ONE PRUNICOS, A VIRGIN AND A LIVING SOUL; AND A HEAVEN SLAIN IN ORDER TO LIVE, AND AN EARTH SLAUGHTERED BY THE SWORD, AND MANY PUT TO DEATH THAT THEY MAY LIVE, AND DEATH CEASING IN THE WORLD, WHEN THE SIN OF THE WORLD IS DEAD; AND, AGAIN, A NARROW WAY, AND GATES THAT OPEN SPONTANEOUSLY. AND IN ALL THEIR WRITINGS (IS MENTION MADE) OF THE TREE OF LIFE, AND A RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH BY MEANS OF THE 'TREE,' BECAUSE, I IMAGINE, THEIR TEACHER WAS NAILED TO A CROSS, AND WAS A CARPENTER BY CRAFT; SO THAT IF HE HAD CHANCED TO HAVE BEEN CAST FROM A PRECIPICE, OR THRUST INTO A PIT, OR SUFFOCATED BY HANGING, OR HAD BEEN A LEATHER-CUTTER, OR STONE-CUTTER, OR WORKER IN IRON, THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN (INVENTED) A PRECIPICE OF LIFE BEYOND THE HEAVENS, OR A PIT OF RESURRECTION, OR A CORD OF IMMORTALITY, OR A BLESSED STONE, OR AN IRON OF LOVE, OR A SACRED LEATHER! NOW WHAT OLD WOMAN WOULD NOT BE ASHAMED TO UTTER SUCH THINGS IN A WHISPER, EVEN WHEN MAKING STORIES TO LULL AN INFANT TO SLEEP?" IN USING SUCH LANGUAGE AS THIS, CELSUS APPEARS TO ME TO CONFUSE TOGETHER MATTERS WHICH HE HAS IMPERFECTLY HEARD. FOR IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT, EVEN SUPPOSING THAT HE HAD HEARD A FEW WORDS TRACEABLE TO SOME EXISTING HERESY, HE DID NOT CLEARLY UNDERSTAND THE MEANING INTENDED TO BE CONVEYED; BUT HEAPING THE WORDS TOGETHER, HE WISHED TO SHOW BEFORE THOSE WHO KNEW NOTHING EITHER OF OUR OPINIONS OR OF THOSE OF THE HERETICS, THAT HE WAS ACQUAINTED WITH ALL THE DOCTRINES OF THE CHRISTIANS. AND THIS IS EVIDENT ALSO FROM THE FOREGOING WORDS. 
CHAP. XXXV. 
IT IS OUR PRACTICE, INDEED, TO MAKE USE OF THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS, WHO DEMONSTRATE THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST PREDICTED BY THEM, AND WHO SHOW FROM THE PROPHETIC WRITINGS THE EVENTS IN THE GOSPELS REGARDING JESUS HAVE BEEN FULFILLED. BUT WHEN CELSUS SPEAKS OF "CIRCLES UPON CIRCLES," (HE PERHAPS BORROWED THE EXPRESSION) FROM THE AFOREMENTIONED HERESY, WHICH INCLUDES IN ONE CIRCLE (WHICH THEY CALL THE SOUL OF ALL THINGS, AND LEVIATHAN) THE SEVEN CIRCLES OF ARCHONTIC DEMONS, OR PERHAPS IT ARISES FROM MISUNDERSTANDING THE PREACHER, WHEN HE SAYS: "THE WIND GOETH IN A CIRCLE OF CIRCLES, AND RETURNETH AGAIN UPON ITS CIRCLES." THE EXPRESSION, TOO, "EFFLUENTS OF AN EARTHLY CHURCH AND OF CIRCUMCISION," WAS PROBABLY TAKEN FROM THE FACT THAT THE CHURCH ON EARTH WAS CALLED BY SOME AN EFFLU ENT FROM A HEAVENLY CHURCH AND A BETTER WORLD; AND THAT THE CIRCUMCISION DESCRIBED IN THE LAW WAS A SYMBOL OF THE CIRCUMCISION PERFORMED THERE, IN A CERTAIN PLACE SET APART FOR PURIFICATION. THE ADHERENTS OF VALENTINUS, MOREOVER, IN KEEPING WITH THEIR SYSTEM OF ERROR, GIVE THE NAME OF PRUNICOS TO A CERTAIN KIND OF WISDOM, OF WHICH THEY WOULD HAVE THE WOMAN AFFLICTED WITH THE TWELVE YEARS' ISSUE OF BLOOD TO BE THE SYMBOL; SO THAT CELSUS, WHO CONFUSES TOGETHER ALL SORTS OF OPINIONS--GREEK, BARBARIAN, AND HERETICAL--HAVING HEARD OF HER, ASSERTED THAT IT WAS A POWER FLOWING FORTH FROM ONE PRUNICOS, A VIRGIN. THE "LIVING SOUL," AGAIN, IS PERHAPS MYSTERIOUSLY REFERRED BY SOME OF THE FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS TO THE BEING WHOM THEY TERM THE PSYCHIC CREATOR OF THE WORLD; OR PERHAPS, IN CONTRADISTINCTION TO A "DEAD" SOUL, THE "LIVING" SOUL IS TERMED BY SOME, NOT INELEGANTLY, THE SOUL OF "HIM WHO IS SAVED." I KNOW NOTHING, HOWEVER, OF A "HEAVEN WHICH IS SAID TO BE SLAIN," OR OF AN "EARTH SLAUGHTERED BY THE SWORD," OR OF MANY PERSONS SLAIN IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT LIVE; FOR IT IS NOT UNLIKELY THAT THESE WERE COINED BY CELSUS OUT OF HIS OWN BRAIN. 
CHAP. XXXVI. 
WE WOULD SAY, MOREOVER, THAT DEATH CEASES IN THE WORLD WHEN THE SIN OF THE WORLD DIES, REFERRING THE SAYING TO THE MYSTICAL WORDS OF THE APOSTLE, WHICH RUN AS FOLLOWS: "WHEN HE SHALL HAVE PUT ALL ENEMIES UNDER HIS FEET, THEN THE LAST ENEMY THAT SHALL BE DESTROYED IS DEATH." AND ALSO: "WHEN THIS CORRUPTIBLE SHALL HAVE PUT ON INCORRUPTION, THEN SHALL BE BROUGHT TO PASS THE SAYING THAT IS WRITTEN, DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY." THE "STRAIT DESCENT," AGAIN, MAY PERHAPS BE REFERRED BY THOSE WHO HOLD THE DOCTRINE OF TRANSMIGRATION OF SOULS TO THAT VIEW OF THINGS. AND IT IS NOT INCREDIBLE THAT THE GATES WHICH ARE SAID TO OPEN SPONTANEOUSLY ARE REFERRED OBSCURELY BY SOME TO THE WORDS, "OPEN TO ME THE GATES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT I MAY GO INTO THEM, AND PRAISE THE LORD; THIS GATE OF THE LORD, INTO IT THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL ENTER;" AND AGAIN, TO WHAT IS SAID IN THE NINTH PSALM, "THOU THAT LIFTEST ME UP FROM THE GATES OF DEATH, THAT I MAY SHOW FORTH ALL THY PRAISE IN THE GATES OF THE DAUGHTER OF ZION." THE SCRIPTURE FURTHER GIVES THE NAME OF "GATES OF DEATH" TO THOSE SINS WHICH LEAD TO DESTRUCTION, AS IT TERMS, ON THE CONTRARY, GOOD ACTIONS THE "GATES OF ZION." SO ALSO "THE GATES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS," WHICH IS AN EQUIVALENT EXPRESSION TO "THE GATES OF VIRTUE," AND THESE ARE READY TO BE OPENED TO HIM WHO FOLLOWS AFTER VIRTUOUS PURSUITS. THE SUBJECT OF THE "TREE OF LIFE" WILL BE MORE APPROPRIATELY EXPLAINED WHEN WE INTERPRET THE STATEMENTS IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS REGARDING THE PARADISE PLANTED BY GOD. CELSUS, MOREOVER, HAS OFTEN MOCKED AT THE SUBJECT OF A RESURRECTION,--A DOCTRINE WHICH HE DID NOT COMPREHEND; AND ON THE PRESENT OCCASION, NOT SATISFIED WITH WHAT HE HAS FORMERLY SAID, HE ADDS, "AND THERE IS SAID TO BE A RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH BY MEANS OF THE TREE;" NOT UNDERSTANDING, I THINK, THE SYMBOLICAL EXPRESSION, THAT "THROUGH THE TREE CAME DEATH, AND THROUGH THE TREE COMES LIFE," BECAUSE DEATH WAS IN ADAM, AND LIFE IN CHRIST. HE NEXT SCOFFS AT THE "TREE," ASSAILING IT ON TWO GROUNDS, AND SAYING, "FOR THIS REASON IS THE TREE INTRODUCED, EITHER BECAUSE OUR TEACHER WAS NAILED TO A CROSS, OR BECAUSE HE WAS A CARPENTER BY TRADE;" NOT OBSERVING THAT THE TREE OF LIFE IS MENTIONED IN THE MOSAIC WRITINGS, AND BEING BLIND ALSO TO THIS, THAT IN NONE OF THE GOSPELS CURRENT IN THE CHURCHES IS JESUS HIMSELF EVER DESCRIBED AS BEING A CARPENTER. 
CHAP. XXXVII. 
CELSUS, MOREOVER, THINKS THAT WE HAVE INVENTED THIS "TREE OF LIFE" TO GIVE AN ALLEGORICAL MEANING TO THE CROSS; AND IN CONSEQUENCE OF HIS ERROR UPON THIS POINT, HE ADDS: "IF HE HAD HAPPENED TO BE CAST DOWN A PRECIPICE, OR SHOVED INTO A PIT, OR SUFFOCATED BY HANGING, THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN INVENTED A PRECIPICE OF LIFE FAR BEYOND THE HEAVENS, OR A PIT OF RESURRECTION, OR A CORD OF IMMORTALITY." AND AGAIN: "IF THE 'TREE OF LIFE' WERE AN INVENTION, BECAUSE HE--JESUS-- (IS REPORTED) TO HAVE BEEN A CARPENTER, IT WOULD FOLLOW THAT IF HE HAD BEEN A LEATHER-CUTTER, SOMETHING WOULD HAVE BEEN SAID ABOUT HOLY LEATHER; OR HAD HE BEEN A STONE-CUTTER, ABOUT A BLESSED STONE; OR IF A WORKER IN IRON, ABOUT AN IRON OF LOVE." NOW, WHO DOES NOT SEE AT ONCE THE PALTRY NATURE OF HIS CHARGE, IN THUS CALUMNIATING MEN WHOM HE PROFESSED TO CONVERT ON THE GROUND OF THEIR BEING DECEIVED? AND AFTER THESE REMARKS, HE GOES ON TO SPEAK IN A WAY QUITE IN HARMONY WITH THE TONE OF THOSE WHO HAVE INVENTED THE FICTIONS OF LION-LIKE, AND ASS-HEADED, AND SERPENT-LIKE RULING ANGELS, AND OTHER SIMILAR ABSURDITIES, BUT WHICH DOES NOT AFFECT THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE CHURCH. OF A TRUTH, EVEN A DRUNKEN OLD WOMAN WOULD BE ASHAMED TO CHANT OR WHISPER TO AN INFANT, IN ORDER TO LULL HIM TO SLEEP, ANY SUCH FABLES AS THOSE HAVE DONE WHO INVENTED THE BEINGS WITH ASSES' HEADS, AND THE HARANGUES, SO TO SPEAK, WHICH ARE DELIVERED AT EACH OF THE GATES. BUT CELSUS IS NOT ACQUAINTED WITH THE DOCTRINES OF THE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH, WHICH VERY FEW HAVE BEEN ABLE TO COMPREHEND, EVEN OF THOSE WHO HAVE DEVOTED ALL THEIR LIVES, IN CONFORMITY WITH THE COMMAND OF JESUS, TO THE SEARCHING OF THE SCRIPTURES, AND HAVE LABORED TO INVESTIGATE THE MEANING OF THE SACRED BOOKS, TO A GREATER DEGREE THAN GREEK PHILOSOPHERS IN THEIR EFFORTS TO ATTAIN A SO-CALLED WISDOM. 
CHAP. XXXVIII. 
OUR NOBLE (FRIEND), MOREOVER, NOT SATISFIED WITH THE OBJECTIONS WHICH HE HAS DRAWN FROM THE DIAGRAM, DESIRES, IN ORDER TO STRENGTHEN HIS ACCUSATIONS AGAINST US, WHO HAVE NOTHING M COMMON WITH IT, TO INTRODUCE CERTAIN OTHER CHARGES, WHICH HE ADDUCES FROM THE SAME (HERETICS), BUT YET AS IF THEY WERE FROM A DIFFERENT SOURCE. HIS WORDS ARE: "AND THAT IS NOT THE LEAST OF THEIR MARVELS, FOR THERE ARE BETWEEN THE UPPER CIRCLES--THOSE THAT ARE ABOVE THE HEAVENS--CERTAIN INSCRIPTIONS OF WHICH THEY GIVE THE INTERPRETATION, AND AMONG OTHERS TWO WORDS ESPECIALLY, 'A GREATER AND A LESS,' WHICH THEY REFER TO FATHER AND SON." NOW, IN THE DIAGRAM REFERRED TO, WE FOUND THE GREATER AND THE LESSER CIRCLE, UPON THE DIAMETER OF WHICH WAS INSCRIBED "FATHER AND SON;" AND BETWEEN THE GREATER CIRCLE (IN WHICH THE LESSER WAS CONTAINED) AND ANOTHER COMPOSED OF TWO CIRCLES, THE OUTER ONE OF WHICH WAS YELLOW, AND THE INNER BLUE, A BARRIER INSCRIBED IN THE SHAPE OF A HATCHET. AND ABOVE IT, A SHORT CIRCLE, CLOSE TO THE GREATER OF THE TWO-FORMER HAVING THE INSCRIPTION "LOVE;" AND LOWER DOWN, ONE TOUCHING THE SAME CIRCLE, WITH THE WORD "LIFE." AND ON THE SECOND CIRCLE, WHICH WAS INTERTWINED WITH AND INCLUDED TWO OTHER CIRCLES, ANOTHER FIGURE, LIKE A RHOMBOID, (ENTITLED) "THE FORESIGHT OF WISDOM." AND WITHIN THEIR POINT OF COMMON SECTION WAS "THE NATURE OF WISDOM." AND ABOVE THEIR POINT OF COMMON SECTION WAS A CIRCLE, ON WHICH WAS INSCRIBED "KNOWLEDGE;" AND LOWER DOWN ANOTHER, ON WHICH WAS THE INSCRIPTION, "UNDERSTANDING." WE HAVE INTRODUCED THESE MATTERS INTO OUR REPLY TO CELSUS, TO SHOW TO OUR READERS THAT WE KNOW BETTER THAN HE, AND NOT BY MERE REPORT, THOSE THINGS, EVEN ALTHOUGH WE ALSO DISAPPROVE OF THEM. MOREOVER, IF THOSE WHO PRIDE THEMSELVES UPON SUCH MATTERS PROFESS ALSO A KIND OF MAGIC AND SORCERY, WHICH, IN THEIR OPINION, IS THE SUMMIT OF WISDOM, WE, ON THE OTHER HAND, MAKE NO AFFIRMATION ABOUT IT, SEEING WE NEVER HAVE DISCOVERED ANYTHING OF THE KIND. LET CELSUS, HOWEVER, WHO HAS BEEN ALREADY OFTEN CONVICTED OF FALSE WITNESS AND IRRATIONAL ACCUSATIONS, SEE WHETHER HE IS NOT GUILTY OF FALSEHOOD IN THESE ALSO, OR WHETHER HE HAS NOT EXTRACTED AND INTRODUCED INTO HIS TREATISE, STATEMENTS TAKEN FROM THE WRITINGS OF THOSE WHO ARE FOREIGNERS AND STRANGERS TO OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH. 
CHAP. XXXIX. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, SPEAKING OF THOSE WHO EMPLOY THE ARTS OF MAGIC AND SORCERY, AND WHO INVOKE THE BARBAROUS NAMES OF DEMONS, HE REMARKS THAT SUCH PERSONS ACT LIKE THOSE WHO, IN REFERENCE TO THE SAME THINGS, PERFORM MARVELS BEFORE THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT THAT THE NAMES OF DEMONS AMONG THE GREEKS ARE DIFFERENT FROM WHAT THEY ARE AMONG THE SCYTHIANS. HE THEN QUOTES A PASSAGE FROM HERODOTUS, STATING THAT "APOLLO IS CALLED GONGOSYRUS BY THE SCYTHIANS; POSEIDON, THAGIMASADA; APHRODITE, ARGIMPASAN; HESTIA, TABITI." NOW, HE WHO HAS THE CAPACITY CAN INQUIRE WHETHER IN THESE MATTERS CELSUS AND HERODOTUS ARE NOT BOTH WRONG; FOR THE SCYTHIANS DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE SAME THING AS THE GREEKS, IN WHAT RELATES TO THOSE BEINGS WHICH ARE DEEMED TO BE GODS. FOR HOW IS IT CREDIBLE THAT APOLLO SHOULD BE CALLED GONGOSYRUS BY THE SCYTHIANS? I DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT GONGOSYRUS, WHEN TRANSFERRED INTO THE GREEK LANGUAGE, YIELDS THE SAME ETYMOLOGY AS APOLLO; OR THAT APOLLO, IN THE DIALECT OF THE SCYTHIANS, HAS THE SIGNIFICATION OF GONGOSYRUS. NOR HAS ANY SUCH ASSERTION HITHERTO BEEN MADE REGARDING THE OTHER NAMES, FOR THE GREEKS TOOK OCCASION FROM DIFFERENT CIRCUMSTANCES AND ETYMOLOGIES TO GIVE TO THOSE WHO ARE BY THEM DEEMED GODS THE NAMES WHICH THEY BEAR; AND THE SCYTHIANS, AGAIN, FROM ANOTHER SET OF CIRCUMSTANCES; AND THE SAME ALSO WAS THE CASE WITH THE PERSIANS, OR INDIANS, OR ETHIOPIANS, OR LIBYANS, OR WITH THOSE WHO DELIGHT TO BESTOW NAMES (FROM FANCY), AND WHO DO NOT ABIDE BY THE JUST AND PURE IDEA OF THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS. ENOUGH, HOWEVER, HAS BEEN SAID BY US IN THE PRECEDING PAGES, WHERE WE WISHED TO DEMONSTRATE THAT SABAOTH AND ZEUS WERE NOT THE SAME DEITY, AND WHERE ALSO WE MADE SOME REMARKS, DERIVED FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, REGARDING THE DIFFERENT DIALECTS. WE WILLINGLY, THEN, PASS BY THESE POINTS, ON WHICH CELSUS WOULD MAKE US REPEAT OURSELVES. IN THE NEXT PLACE, AGAIN, MIXING UP TOGETHER MATTERS WHICH BELONG TO MAGIC AND SORCERY, AND REFERRING THEM PERHAPS TO NO ONE,--BECAUSE OF THE NON-EXISTENCE OF ANY WHO PRACTICE MAGIC UNDER PRETENSE OF A WORSHIP OF THIS CHARACTER,--AND YET, PERHAPS, HAVING IN VIEW SOME WHO DO EMPLOY SUCH PRACTICES IN THE PRESENCE OF THE SIMPLE (THAT THEY MAY HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF ACTING BY DIVINE POWER), HE ADDS: "WHAT NEED TO NUMBER UP ALL THOSE WHO HAVE TAUGHT METHODS OF PURIFICATION, OR EXPIATORY HYMNS, OR SPELLS FOR AVERTING EVIL, OR (THE MAKING OF) IMAGES, OR RESEMBLANCES OF DEMONS, OR THE VARIOUS SORTS OF ANTIDOTES AGAINST POISON (TO BE FOUND) IN CLOTHES, OR IN NUMBERS, OR STONES, OR PLANTS, OR ROOTS, OR GENERALLY IN ALL KINDS OF THINGS?" IN RESPECT TO THESE MATTERS, REASON DOES NOT REQUIRE US TO OFFER ANY DEFENSE, SINCE WE ARE NOT LIABLE IN THE SLIGHTEST DEGREE TO SUSPICIONS OF SUCH A NATURE. 
CHAP. XL. 
AFTER THESE THINGS, CELSUS APPEARS TO ME TO ACT LIKE THOSE WHO, IN THEIR INTENSE HATRED OF THE CHRISTIANS, MAINTAIN, IN THE PRESENCE OF THOSE WHO ARE UTTERLY IGNORANT OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, THAT THEY HAVE ACTUALLY ASCERTAINED THAT CHRISTIANS DEVOUR THE FLESH OF INFANTS, AND GIVE THEMSELVES WITHOUT RESTRAINT TO SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WITH THEIR WOMEN. NOW, AS THESE STATEMENTS HAVE BEEN CONDEMNED [DAMNED] AS FALSEHOODS INVENTED AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS, AND THIS ADMISSION MADE BY THE MULTITUDE AND THOSE ALTOGETHER ALIENS TO OUR FAITH; SO WOULD THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS OF CELSUS BE FOUND TO BE CALUMNIES INVENTED AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS, WHERE HE SAYS THAT "HE HAS SEEN IN THE HANDS OF CERTAIN PRESBYTERS BELONGING TO OUR FAITH BARBAROUS BOOKS, CONTAINING THE NAMES AND MARVELOUS DOINGS OF DEMONS;" ASSERTING FURTHER, THAT "THESE PRESBYTERS OF OUR FAITH PROFESSED TO DO NO GOOD, BUT ALL THAT WAS CALCULATED TO INJURE HUMAN BEINGS." WOULD, INDEED, THAT ALL THAT IS SAID BY CELSUS AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS WAS OF SUCH A NATURE AS TO BE REFUTED BY THE MULTITUDE, WHO HAVE ASCERTAINED BY EXPERIENCE THAT SUCH THINGS ARE UNTRUE, SEEING THAT MOST OF THEM HAVE LIVED AS NEIGHBORS WITH THE CHRISTIANS, AND HAVE NOT EVEN HEARD OF THE EXISTENCE OF ANY SUCH ALLEGED PRACTICES! 
CHAP. XLI. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS IF HE HAD FORGOTTEN THAT IT WAS HIS OBJECT TO WRITE AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS, HE SAYS THAT, "HAVING BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH ONE DIONYSIUS, AN EGYPTIAN MUSICIAN, THE LATTER TOLD HIM, WITH RESPECT TO MAGIC ARTS, THAT IT WAS ONLY OVER THE UNEDUCATED AND MEN OF CORRUPT MORALS THAT THEY HAD ANY POWER, WHILE ON PHILOSOPHERS THEY WERE UNABLE TO PRODUCE ANY EFFECT, BECAUSE THEY WERE CAREFUL TO OBSERVE A HEALTHY MANNER OF LIFE." IF, NOW, IT HAD BEEN OUR PURPOSE TO TREAT OF MAGIC, WE COULD HAVE ADDED A FEW REMARKS IN ADDITION TO WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY SAID ON THIS TOPIC; BUT SINCE IT IS ONLY THE MORE IMPORTANT MATTERS WHICH WE HAVE TO NOTICE IN ANSWER TO CELSUS, WE SHALL SAY OF MAGIC, THAT ANY ONE WHO CHOOSES TO INQUIRE WHETHER PHILOSOPHERS WERE EVER LED CAPTIVE BY IT OR NOT, CAN READ WHAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN BY MOIRAGENES REGARDING THE MEMOIRS OF THE MAGICIAN AND PHILOSOPHER APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, IN WHICH THIS INDIVIDUAL, WHO IS NOT A CHRISTIAN, BUT A PHILOSOPHER, ASSERTS THAT SOME PHILOSOPHERS OF NO MEAN NOTE WERE WON OVER BY THE MAGIC POWER POSSESSED BY APOLLONIUS, AND RESORTED TO HIM AS A SORCERER; AND AMONG THESE, I THINK, HE ESPECIALLY MENTIONED EUPHRATES AND A CERTAIN EPICUREAN. NOW ON THE OTHER HAND, AFFIRM, AND HAVE LEARNED BY EXPERIENCE, THAT THEY WHO WORSHIP THE GOD OF ALL THINGS IN CONFORMITY WITH THE CHRISTIANITY WHICH COMES BY JESUS, AND WHO LIVE ACCORDING TO HIS GOSPEL, USING NIGHT AND DAY, CONTINUOUSLY AND BECOMINGLY, THE PRESCRIBED PRAYERS, ARE NOT CARRIED AWAY EITHER BY MAGIC OR DEMONS. FOR VERILY "THE ANGEL OF THE LORD ENCAMPS ROUND ABOUT THEM THAT FEAR HIM, AND DELIVERETH THEM" FROM ALL EVIL; AND THE ANGELS OF THE LITTLE ONES IN THE CHURCH, WHO ARE APPOINTED TO WATCH OVER THEM, ARE SAID ALWAYS TO BEHOLD THE FACE OF THEIR FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN, WHATEVER BE THE MEANING OF "FACE" OR OF "BEHOLD." 
CHAP. XLII. 
AFTER THESE MATTERS, CELSUS BRINGS THE FOLLOWING CHARGES AGAINST US FROM ANOTHER QUARTER: "CERTAIN MOST IMPIOUS ERRORS," HE SAYS, "ARE COMMITTED BY THEM, DUE TO THEIR EXTREME IGNORANCE, IN WHICH THEY HAVE WANDERED AWAY FROM THE MEANING OF THE DIVINE ENIGMAS, CREATING AN ADVERSARY TO GOD, THE DEVIL, AND NAMING HIM IN THE HEBREW TONGUE, SATAN. NOW, OF A TRUTH, SUCH STATEMENTS ARE ALTOGETHER OF MORTAL INVENTION, AND NOT EVEN PROPER TO BE REPEATED, VIZ., THAT THE MIGHTY GOD, IN HIS DESIRE TO CONFER GOOD UPON MEN, HAS YET ONE COUNTERWORKING HIM, AND IS HELPLESS. THE SON OF GOD, IT FOLLOWS, IS VANQUISHED BY THE DEVIL; AND BEING PUNISHED BY HIM, TEACHES US ALSO TO DESPISE THE PUNISHMENTS WHICH HE INFLICTS, TELLING US BEFOREHAND THAT SATAN, AFTER APPEARING TO MEN AS HE HIMSELF HAD DONE, WILL EXHIBIT GREAT AND MARVELOUS WORKS, CLAIMING FOR HIMSELF THE GLORY OF GOD, BUT THAT THOSE WHO WISH TO KEEP HIM AT A DISTANCE OUGHT TO PAY NO ATTENTION TO THESE WORKS OF SATAN, BUT TO PLACE THEIR FAITH IN HIM ALONE. SUCH STATEMENTS ARE MANIFESTLY THE WORDS OF A DELUDER, PLANNING AND MANEUVERING AGAINST THOSE WHO ARE OPPOSED TO HIS VIEWS, AND WHO RANK THEMSELVES AGAINST THEM." IN THE NEXT PLACE, DESIRING TO POINT OUT THE "ENIGMAS," OUR MISTAKES REGARDING WHICH LEAD TO THE INTRODUCTION OF OUR VIEWS CONCERNING SATAN, HE CONTINUES: "THE ANCIENTS ALLUDE OBSCURELY TO A CERTAIN WAR AMONG THE GODS, HERACLITUS SPEAKING THUS OF IT: 'IF ONE MUST SAY THAT THERE IS A GENERAL WAR AND DISCORD, AND THAT ALL THINGS ARE DONE AND ADMINISTERED IN STRIFE.' PHERECYDES, AGAIN, WHO IS MUCH OLDER THAN HERACLITUS, RELATES A MYTH OF ONE ARMY DROWN UP IN HOSTILE ARRAY AGAINST ANOTHER, AND NAMES KRONOS AS THE LEADER OF THE ONE, AND OPHIONEUS OF THE OTHER, AND RECOUNTS THEIR CHALLENGES AND STRUGGLES, AND MENTIONS THAT AGREEMENTS WERE ENTERED INTO BETWEEN THEM, TO THE END THAT WHICHEVER PARTY SHOULD FALL INTO THE OCEAN SHOULD BE HELD AS VANQUISHED, WHILE THOSE WHO HAD EXPELLED AND CONQUERED THEM SHOULD HAVE POSSESSION OF HEAVEN. THE MYSTERIES RELATING TO THE TITANS AND GIANTS ALSO HAD SOME SUCH (SYMBOLICAL) MEANING, AS WELL AS THE EGYPTIAN MYSTERIES OF TYPHON, AND HORUS, AND OSIRIS." AFTER HAVING MADE SUCH STATEMENTS, AND NOT HAVING GOT OVER THE DIFFICULTY AS TO THE WAY IN WHICH THESE ACCOUNTS CONTAIN A HIGHER VIEW OF THINGS, WHILE OUR ACCOUNTS ARE ERRONEOUS COPIES OF THEM, HE CONTINUES HIS ABUSE OF US, REMARKING THAT "THESE ARE NOT LIKE THE STORIES WHICH ARE RELATED OF A DEVIL, OR DEMON, OR, AS HE REMARKS WITH MORE TRUTH, OF A MAN WHO IS AN IMPOSTOR, WHO WISHES TO ESTABLISH AN OPPOSITE DOCTRINE." AND IN THE SAME WAY HE UNDERSTANDS HOMER, AS IF HE REFERRED OBSCURELY TO MATTERS SIMILAR TO THOSE MENTIONED BY HERACLITUS, AND PHERECYDES, AND THE ORIGINATORS OF THE MYSTERIES ABOUT THE TITANS AND GIANTS, IN THOSE WORDS WHICH HEPHAESTUS ADDRESSES TO HERA AS FOLLOWS: "ONCE IN YOUR CAUSE I FELT HIS MATCHLESS MIGHT, HURLED HEADLONG DOWNWARD FROM THE ETHEREAL HEIGHT." AND IN THOSE OF ZEUS TO HERA: "HAST THOU FORGOT, WHEN, BOUND AND FIXED ON HIGH, FROM THE VAST CONCAVE OF THE SPANGLED SKY, I HUNG THEE TREMBLING IN A GOLDEN CHAIN, AND ALL THE RAGING GODS OPPOSED IN VAIN? HEADLONG I HURLED THEM FROM THE OLYMPIAN HALL, STUNNED IN THE WHIRL, AND BREATHLESS WITH THE FALL." INTERPRETING, MOREOVER, THE WORDS OF HOMER, HE ADDS: "THE WORDS OF ZEUS ADDRESSED TO HERA ARE THE WORDS OF GOD ADDRESSED TO MATTER; AND THE WORDS ADDRESSED TO MATTER OBSCURELY SIGNIFY THAT THE MATTER WHICH AT THE BEGINNING WAS IN A STATE OF DISCORD (WITH GOD), WAS TAKEN BY HIM, AND BOUND TOGETHER AND ARRANGED UNDER LAWS, WHICH MAY BE ANALOGICALLY COMPARED TO CHAINS; AND THAT BY WAY OF CHASTISING THE DEMONS WHO CREATE DISORDER IN IT, HE HURLS THEM DOWN HEADLONG TO THIS LOWER WORLD." THESE WORDS OF HOMER, HE ALLEGES, WERE SO UNDERSTOOD BY PHERECYDES, WHEN HE SAID THAT BENEATH THAT REGION IS THE REGION OF TARTARUS, WHICH IS GUARDED BY THE HARPIES AND TEMPEST, DAUGHTERS OF BOREAS, AND TO WHICH ZEUS BANISHES ANY ONE OF THE GODS WHO BECOMES DISORDERLY. WITH THE SAME IDEAS ALSO ARE CLOSELY CONNECTED THE PEPLOS OF ATHENA, WHICH IS BEHELD BY ALL IN THE PROCESSION OF THE PANATHENOEA. FOR IT IS MANIFEST FROM THIS, HE CONTINUES, THAT A MOTHERLESS AND UNSULLIED DEMON HAS THE MASTERY OVER THE DARING OF THE GIANTS. WHILE ACCEPTING, MOREOVER, THE FICTIONS OF THE GREEKS, HE CONTINUES TO HEAP AGAINST US SUCH ACCUSATIONS AS THE FOLLOWING, VIZ., THAT "THE SON OF GOD IS PUNISHED BY THE DEVIL, AND TEACHES US THAT WE ALSO, WHEN PUNISHED BY HIM, OUGHT TO ENDURE IT. NOW THESE STATEMENTS ARE ALTOGETHER RIDICULOUS. FOR IT IS THE DEVIL, I THINK, WHO OUGHT RATHER TO BE PUNISHED, AND THOSE HUMAN BEINGS WHO ARE CALUMNIATED BY HIM OUGHT NOT TO BE THREATENED WITH CHASTISEMENT." 
CHAP. XLIII. 
MARK NOW, WHETHER HE WHO CHARGES US WITH HAVING COMMITTED ERRORS OF THE MOST IMPIOUS KIND, AND WITH HAVING WANDERED AWAY FROM THE (TRUE MEANING) OF THE DIVINE ENIGMAS, IS NOT HIMSELF CLEARLY IN ERROR, FROM NOT OBSERVING THAT IN THE WRITINGS OF MOSES, WHICH ARE MUCH OLDER NOT MERELY THAN HERACLITUS AND PHERECYDES, BUT EVEN THAN HOMER, MENTION IS MADE OF THIS WICKED ONE, AND OF HIS HAVING FALLEN FROM HEAVEN. FOR THE SERPENT--FROM WHOM THE OPHIONEUS SPOKEN OF BY PHERECYDES IS DERIVED--HAVING BECOME THE CAUSE OF MAN'S EXPULSION FROM THE DIVINE PARADISE, OBSCURELY SHADOWS FORTH SOMETHING SIMILAR, HAVING DECEIVED THE WOMAN BY A PROMISE OF DIVINITY AND OF GREATER BLESSINGS; AND HER EXAMPLE IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN FOLLOWED ALSO BY THE MAN. AND, FURTHER, WHO ELSE COULD THE DESTROYING ANGEL MENTIONED IN THE EXODUS OF MOSES BE, THEN HE WHO WAS THE AUTHOR OF DESTRUCTION TO THEM THAT OBEYED HIM, AND DID NOT WITHSTAND HIS WICKED DEEDS, NOR STRUGGLE AGAINST THEM? MOREOVER (THE GOAT), WHICH IN THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS IS SENT AWAY (INTO THE WILDERNESS), AND WHICH IN THE HEBREW LANGUAGE IS NAMED AZAZEL, WAS NONE OTHER THAN THIS; AND IT WAS NECESSARY TO SEND IT AWAY INTO THE DESERT, AND TO TREAT IT AS AN EXPIATORY SACRIFICE, BECAUSE ON IT THE LOT FELL. FOR ALL WHO BELONG TO THE "WORSE" PART, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS, BEING OPPOSED TO THOSE WHO ARE GOD'S HERITAGE, ARE DESERTED BY GOD. NAY, WITH RESPECT TO THE SONS OF BELIAL IN THE BOOK OF JUDGES, WHOSE SONS ARE THEY SAID TO BE, SAVE HIS, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS? AND BESIDES ALL THESE INSTANCES, IN THE BOOK OF JOB, WHICH IS OLDER EVEN THAN MOSES HIMSELF, THE DEVIL IS DISTINCTLY DESCRIBED AS PRESENTING HIMSELF BEFORE GOD, AND ASKING FOR POWER AGAINST JOB, THAT HE MIGHT INVOLVE HIM IN TRIALS OF THE MOST PAINFUL KIND; THE FIRST OF WHICH CONSISTED IN THE LOSS OF ALL HIS GOODS AND OF HIS CHILDREN, AND THE SECOND IN AFFLICTING THE WHOLE BODY OF JOB WITH THE SO-CALLED DISEASE OF ELEPHANTIASIS. I PASS BY WHAT MIGHT BE QUOTED FROM THE GOSPELS REGARDING THE DEVIL WHO TEMPTED THE SAVIOR, THAT I MAY NOT APPEAR TO QUOTE IN REPLY TO CELSUS FROM MORE RECENT WRITINGS ON THIS QUESTION. IN THE LAST (CHAPTER) ALSO OF JOB, IN WHICH THE LORD UTTERS TO JOB AMID TEMPEST AND CLOUDS WHAT IS RECORDED IN THE BOOK WHICH BEARS HIS NAME THERE ARE NOT A FEW THINGS REFERRING TO THE SERPENT. I HAVE NOT YET MENTIONED THE PASSAGES IN EZEKIEL, WHERE HE SPEAKS, AS IT WERE, OF PHARAOH, OR NEBUCHADNEZZAR, OR THE PRINCE OF TYRE; OR THOSE IN ISAIAH, WHERE LAMENT IS MADE FOR THE KING OF BABYLON, FROM WHICH NOT A LITTLE MIGHT BE LEARNED CONCERNING EVIL, AS TO THE NATURE OF ITS ORIGIN AND GENERATION, AND AS TO HOW IT DERIVED ITS EXISTENCE FROM SOME WHO HAD LOST THEIR WINGS, AND WHO HAD FOLLOWED HIM WHO WAS THE FIRST TO LOSE HIS OWN. 
CHAP. XLIV. 
FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE GOOD WHICH IS THE RESULT OF ACCIDENT, OR OF COMMUNICATION, SHOULD BE LIKE THAT GOOD WHICH COMES BY NATURE; AND YET THE FORMER WILL NEVER BE LOST BY HIM WHO, SO TO SPEAK, PARTAKES OF THE "LIVING" BREAD WITH A VIEW TO HIS OWN PRESERVATION. BUT IF IT SHOULD FAIL ANY ONE, IT MUST BE THROUGH HIS OWN FAULT, IN BEING SLOTHFUL TO PARTAKE OF THIS "LIVING BREAD" AND "GENUINE DRINK," BY MEANS OF WHICH THE WINGS, NOURISHED AND WATERED, ARE FITTED FOR THEIR PURPOSE, EVEN ACCORDING TO THE SAYING OF SOLOMON, THE WISEST OF MEN, CONCERNING THE TRULY RICH MAN, THAT "HE MADE TO HIMSELF WINGS LIKE AN EAGLE, AND RETURNS TO THE HOUSE OF HIS PATRON. FOR IT BECAME GOD, WHO KNOWS HOW TO TURN TO PROPER ACCOUNT EVEN THOSE WHO IN THEIR WICKEDNESS HAVE APOSTATIZED FROM HIM, TO PLACE WICKEDNESS OF THIS SORT IN SOME PART OF THE UNIVERSE, AND TO APPOINT A TRAINING-SCHOOL OF VIRTUE, WHEREIN THOSE MUST EXERCISE THEMSELVES WHO WOULD DESIRE TO RECOVER IN A "LAWFUL MANNER " THE POSSESSION (WHICH THEY HAD LOST); IN ORDER THAT BEING TESTED, LIKE GOLD IN THE FIRE, BY THE WICKEDNESS OF THESE, AND HAVING EXERTED THEMSELVES TO THE UTMOST TO PREVENT ANYTHING BASE INJURING THEIR RATIONAL NATURE, THEY MAY APPEAR DESERVING OF AN ASCENT TO DIVINE THINGS, AND MAY BE ELEVATED BY THE WORD TO THE BLESSEDNESS WHICH IS ABOVE ALL THINGS, AND SO TO SPEAK, TO THE VERY SUMMIT OF GOODNESS. NOW HE WHO IN THE HEBREW LANGUAGE IS NAMED SATAN, AND BY SOME SATANAS--AS BEING MORE IN CONFORMITY WITH THE GENIUS OF THE GREEK LANGUAGE--SIGNIFIES, WHEN TRANSLATED INTO GREEK, "ADVERSARY." BUT EVERY ONE WHO PREFERS VICE AND A VICIOUS LIFE, IS (BECAUSE ACTING IN A MANNER CONTRARY TO VIRTUE) SATANAS, THAT IS, AN "ADVERSARY" TO THE SON OF GOD, WHO IS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND TRUTH, AND WISDOM. WITH MORE PROPRIETY, HOWEVER, IS HE CALLED "ADVERSARY," WHO WAS THE FIRST AMONG THOSE THAT WERE LIVING A PEACEFUL AND HAPPY LIFE TO LOSE HIS WINGS, AND TO FALL FROM BLESSEDNESS; HE WHO, ACCORDING TO EZEKIEL, WALKED FAULTLESSLY IN ALL HIS WAYS, "UNTIL INIQUITY WAS FOUND IN HIM," AND WHO BEING THE "SEAL OF RESEMBLANCE" AND THE "CROWN OF BEAUTY" IN THE PARADISE OF GOD, BEING FILLED AS IT WERE WITH GOOD THINGS, FELL INTO DESTRUCTION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WORD WHICH SAID TO HIM IN A MYSTIC SENSE: "THOU HAST FALLEN INTO DESTRUCTION, AND SHALT NOT ABIDE FOR EVER." WE HAVE VENTURED SOMEWHAT RASHLY TO MAKE THESE FEW REMARKS, ALTHOUGH IN SO DOING WE HAVE ADDED NOTHING OF IMPORTANCE TO THIS TREATISE. IF ANY ONE, HOWEVER, WHO HAS LEISURE FOR THE EXAMINATION OF THE SACRED WRITINGS, SHOULD COLLECT TOGETHER FROM ALL SOURCES AND FORM INTO ONE BODY OF DOCTRINE WHAT IS RECORDED CONCERNING THE ORIGIN OF EVIL, AND THE MANNER OF ITS DISSOLUTION, HE WOULD SEE THAT THE VIEWS OF MOSES AND THE PROPHETS REGARDING SATAN HAD NOT BEEN EVEN DREAMED OF EITHER BY CELSUS OR ANY ONE OF THOSE WHOSE SOUL HAD BEEN DRAGGED DOWN, AND TORN AWAY FROM GOD, AND FROM RIGHT VIEWS OF HIM, AND FROM HIS WORD, BY THIS WICKED DEMON. 
CHAP. XLV. 
BUT SINCE CELSUS REJECTS THE STATEMENTS CONCERNING ANTICHRIST, AS IT IS TERMED, HAVING NEITHER READ WHAT IS SAID OF HIM IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL NOR IN THE WRITINGS OF PAUL, NOR WHAT THE SAVIOR IN THE GOSPELS HAS PREDICTED ABOUT HIS COMING, WE MUST MAKE A FEW REMARKS UPON THIS SUBJECT ALSO; BECAUSE, "AS FACES DO NOT RESEMBLE FACES," SO ALSO NEITHER DO MEN'S "HEARTS" RESEMBLE ONE ANOTHER. IT IS CERTAIN, THEN, THAT THERE WILL BE DIVERSITIES AMONGST THE HEARTS OF MEN, THOSE WHICH ARE INCLINED TO VIRTUE NOT BEING ALL MODELLED AND SHAPED TOWARDS IT IN THE SAME OR LIKE DEGREE; WHILE OTHERS, THROUGH NEGLECT OF VIRTUE, RASH TO THE OPPOSITE EXTREME. AND AMONGST THE LATTER ARE SOME IN WHOM EVIL IS DEEPLY ENGRAINED, AND OTHERS IN WHOM IT IS LESS DEEPLY ROOTED. WHERE IS THE ABSURDITY, THEN, IN HOLDING THAT THERE EXIST AMONG MEN, SO TO SPEAK, TWO EXTREMES,--THE ONE OF VIRTUE, AND THE OTHER OF ITS OPPOSITE; SO THAT THE PERFECTION OF VIRTUE DWELLS IN THE MAN WHO REALIZES THE IDEAL GIVEN IN JESUS, FROM WHOM THERE FLOWED TO THE HUMAN RACE SO GREAT A CONVERSION, AND HEALING, AND AMELIORATION, WHILE THE OPPOSITE EXTREME IS IN THE MAN WHO EMBODIES THE NOTION OF HIM THAT IS NAMED ANTICHRIST? FOR GOD, COMPREHENDING ALL THINGS BY MEANS OF HIS FOREKNOWLEDGE, AND FORESEEING WHAT CONSEQUENCES WOULD RESULT FROM BOTH OF THESE, WISHED TO MAKE THESE KNOWN TO MANKIND BY HIS PROPHETS, THAT THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND THEIR WORDS MIGHT BE FAMILIARIZED WITH THE GOOD, AND BE ON THEIR GUARD AGAINST ITS OPPOSITE. IT WAS PROPER, MOREOVER, THAT THE ONE OF THESE EXTREMES, AND THE BEST OF THE TWO, SHOULD BE STYLED THE SON OF GOD, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS PRE-EMINENCE; AND THE OTHER, WHO IS DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSITE, BE TERMED THE SON OF THE WICKED DEMON, AND OF SATAN, AND OF THE DEVIL. AND, IN THE NEXT PLACE, SINCE EVIL IS SPECIALLY CHARACTERIZED BY ITS DIFFUSION, AND ATTAINS ITS GREATEST HEIGHT WHEN IT SIMULATES THE APPEARANCE OF THE GOOD, FOR THAT REASON ARE SIGNS, AND MARVELS, AND LYING MIRACLES FOUND TO ACCOMPANY EVIL, THROUGH THE CO-OPERATION OF ITS FATHER THE DEVIL. FOR, FAR SURPASSING THE HELP WHICH THESE DEMONS GIVE TO JUGGLERS (WHO DECEIVE MEN FOR THE BASEST OF PURPOSES), IS THE AID WHICH THE DEVIL HIMSELF AFFORDS IN ORDER TO DECEIVE THE HUMAN RACE. PAUL, INDEED, SPEAKS OF HIM WHO IS CALLED ANTICHRIST, DESCRIBING, THOUGH WITH A CERTAIN RESERVE, BOTH THE MANNER, AND TIME, AND CAUSE OF HIS COMING TO THE HUMAN RACE. AND NOTICE WHETHER HIS LANGUAGE ON THIS SUBJECT IS NOT MOST BECOMING, AND UNDESERVING OF BEING TREATED WITH EVEN THE SLIGHTEST DEGREE OF RIDICULE. 
CHAP. XLVI. 
IT IS THUS THAT THE APOSTLE EXPRESSES HIMSELF: "WE BESEECH YOU, BRETHREN, BY THE COMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND BY OUR GATHERING TOGETHER UNTO HIM, THAT YE BE NOT SOON SHAKEN IN MIND, OR BE TROUBLED, NEITHER BY WORD, NOR BY SPIRIT, NOR BY LETTER AS FROM US, AS THAT THE DAY OF THE LORD IS AT HAND. LET NO MAN DECEIVE YOU BY ANY MEANS: FOR THAT DAY SHALL NOT COME, EXCEPT THERE COME A FALLING AWAY FIRST, AND THAT MAN OF SIN BE REVEALED, THE SON OF PERDITION; WHO OPPOSETH AND EXALTETH HIMSELF ABOVE ALL THAT IS CALLED GOD, OR THAT IS WORSHIPPED; SO THAT HE SITTETH IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, SHOWING HIMSELF THAT HE IS GOD. REMEMBER YE NOT, THAT, WHEN I WAS YET WITH YOU, I TOLD YOU THESE THINGS? AND NOW YE KNOW WHAT WITHHOLDETH, THAT HE MIGHT BE REVEALED IN HIS TIME. FOR THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY DOTH ALREADY WORK: ONLY HE WHO NOW LETTETH WILL LET, UNTIL HE BE TAKEN OUT OF THE WAY. AND THEN SHALL THAT WICKED BE REVEALED, WHOM THE LORD SHALL CONSUME WITH THE SPIRIT OF HIS MOUTH, AND SHALL DESTROY WITH THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS COMING: EVEN HIM, WHOSE COMING IS AFTER THE WORKING OF SATAN, WITH ALL POWER, AND SIGNS, AND LYING WONDERS, AND WITH ALL DECEIVABLENESS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS IN THEM THAT PERISH; BECAUSE THEY RECEIVED NOT THE LOVE OF THE TRUTH, THAT THEY MIGHT BE SAVED. AND FOR THIS CAUSE, GOD SHALL SEND THEM STRONG DELUSION, THAT THEY SHOULD BELIEVE A LIE; THAT THEY ALL MIGHT BE DAMNED WHO BELIEVED NOT THE TRUTH, BUT HAD PLEASURE IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS." TO EXPLAIN EACH PARTICULAR HERE REFERRED TO DOES NOT BELONG TO OUR PRESENT PURPOSE. THE PROPHECY ALSO REGARDING ANTICHRIST IS STATED IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL, AND IS FITTED TO MAKE AN INTELLIGENT AND CANDID READER ADMIRE THE WORDS AS TRULY DIVINE AND PROPHETIC; FOR IN THEM ARE MENTIONED THE THINGS RELATING TO THE COMING KINGDOM, BEGINNING WITH THE TIMES OF DANIEL, AND CONTINUING TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WORLD. AND ANY ONE WHO CHOOSES MAY READ IT. OBSERVE, HOWEVER, WHETHER THE PROPHECY REGARDING ANTICHRIST BE NOT AS FOLLOWS: "AND AT THE LATTER TIME OF THEIR KINGDOM, WHEN THEIR SINS ARE COMING TO THE FULL, THERE SHALL ARISE A KING, BOLD IN COUNTENANCE, AND UNDERSTANDING RIDDLES. AND HIS POWER SHALL BE GREAT, AND HE SHALL DESTROY WONDERFULLY, AND PROSPER, AND PRACTICE; AND SHALL DESTROY MIGHTY MEN, AND THE HOLY PEOPLE. AND THE YOKE OF HIS CHAIN SHALL PROSPER: THERE IS CRAFT IN HIS HAND, AND HE SHALL MAGNIFY HIMSELF IN HIS HEART, AND BY CRAFT SHALL DESTROY MANY; AND HE SHALL STAND UP FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF MANY, AND SHALL CRUSH THEM AS EGGS IN HIS HAND." WHAT IS STATED BY PAUL IN THE WORDS QUOTED FROM HIM, WHERE HE SAYS, "SO THAT HE SITTETH IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, SHOWING HIMSELF THAT HE IS GOD," IS IN DANIEL REFERRED TO IN THE FOLLOWING FASHION: "AND ON THE TEMPLE SHALL BE THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATIONS, AND AT THE END OF THE TIME AN END SHALL BE PUT TO THE DESOLATION." SO MANY, OUT OF A GREATER NUMBER OF PASSAGES, HAVE I THOUGHT IT RIGHT TO ADDUCE, THAT THE HEARER MAY UNDERSTAND IN SOME SLIGHT DEGREE THE MEANING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE, WHEN IT GIVES US INFORMATION CONCERNING THE DEVIL AND ANTICHRIST; AND BEING SATISFIED WITH WHAT WE HAVE QUOTED FOR THIS PURPOSE, LET US LOOK AT ANOTHER OF THE CHARGES OF CELSUS, AND REPLY TO IT AS WE BEST MAY. 
CHAP. XLVII. 
CELSUS, AFTER WHAT HAS BEEN SAID, GOES ON AS FOLLOWS: "I CAN TELL HOW THE VERY THING OCCURRED, VIZ., THAT THEY SHOULD CALL HIM 'SON OF GOD.' MEN OF ANCIENT TIMES TERMED THIS WORLD, AS BEING BORN OF GOD, BOTH HIS CHILD AND HIS SON. BOTH THE ONE AND OTHER 'SON OF GOD,' THEN, GREATLY RESEMBLED EACH OTHER." HE IS THEREFORE OF OPINION THAT WE EMPLOYED THE EXPRESSION "SON OF GOD," HAVING PERVERTED WHAT IS SAID OF THE WORLD, AS BEING BORN OF GOD, AND BEING HIS "SON," AND "A GOD." FOR HE WAS UNABLE SO TO CONSIDER THE TIMES OF MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, AS TO SEE THAT THE JEWISH PROPHETS PREDICTED GENERALLY THAT THERE WAS A "SON OF GOD" LONG BEFORE THE GREEKS AND THOSE MEN OF ANCIENT TIME OF WHOM CELSUS SPEAKS. NAY, HE WOULD NOT EVEN QUOTE THE PASSAGE IN THE LETTERS OF PLATO, TO WHICH WE REFERRED IN THE PRECEDING PAGES, CONCERNING HIM WHO SO BEAUTIFULLY ARRANGED THIS WORLD, AS BEING THE SON OF GOD; LEST HE TOO SHOULD BE COMPELLED BY PLATO, WHOM HE OFTEN MENTIONS WITH RESPECT, TO ADMIT THAT THE ARCHITECT OF THIS WORLD IS THE SON OF GOD, AND THAT HIS FATHER IS THE FIRST GOD AND SOVEREIGN RULER OVER ALL THINGS. NOR IS IT AT ALL WONDERFUL IF WE MAINTAIN THAT THE SOUL OF JESUS IS MADE ONE WITH SO GREAT A SON OF GOD THROUGH THE HIGHEST UNION WITH HIM, BEING NO LONGER IN A STATE OF SEPARATION FROM HIM FOR THE SACRED LANGUAGE OF HOLY SCRIPTURE KNOWS OF OTHER THINGS ALSO, WHICH, ALTHOUGH "DUAL" IN THEIR OWN NATURE, ARE CONSIDERED TO BE, AND REALLY ARE, "ONE" IN RESPECT TO ONE ANOTHER. IT IS SAID OF HUSBAND AND WIFE, "THEY ARE NO LONGER TWAIN, BUT ONE FLESH;" AND OF THE PERFECT MAN, AND OF HIM WHO IS JOINED TO THE TRUE LORD, WORD, AND WISDOM, AND TRUTH, THAT "HE WHO IS JOINED TO THE LORD IS ONE SPIRIT." AND IF HE WHO "IS JOINED TO THE LORD IS ONE SPIRIT," WHO HAS BEEN JOINED TO THE LORD, THE VERY WORD, AND WISDOM, AND TRUTH, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, IN A MORE INTIMATE UNION, OR EVEN IN A MANNER AT ALL APPROACHING TO IT THAN THE SOUL OF JESUS? AND IF THIS BE SO, THEN THE SOUL OF JESUS AND GOD THE WORD--THE FIRST-BORN OF EVERY CREATURE--ARE NO LONGER TWO, (BUT ONE). 
CHAP. XLVIII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, WHEN THE PHILOSOPHERS OF THE PORCH, WHO ASSERT THAT THE VIRTUE OF GOD AND MAN IS THE SAME, MAINTAIN THAT THE GOD WHO IS OVER ALL THINGS IS NOT HAPPIER THAN THEIR WISE MAN, BUT THAT THE HAPPINESS OF BOTH IS EQUAL, CELSUS NEITHER RIDICULES NOR SCOFFS AT THEIR OPINION. IF, HOWEVER, HOLY SCRIPTURE SAYS THAT THE PERFECT MAN IS JOINED TO AND MADE ONE WITH THE VERY WORD BY MEANS OF VIRTUE, SO THAT WE INFER THAT THE SOUL OF JESUS IS NOT SEPARATED FROM THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION, HE LAUGHS AT JESUS BEING CALLED "SON OF GOD," NOT OBSERVING WHAT IS SAID OF HIM WITH A SECRET AND MYSTICAL SIGNIFICATION IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. BUT THAT WE MAY WIN OVER TO THE RECEPTION OF OUR VIEWS THOSE WHO ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT THE INFERENCES WHICH FLOW FROM OUR DOCTRINES, AND TO BE BENEFITED THEREBY, WE SAY THAT THE HOLY SCRIPTURES DECLARE THE BODY OF CHRIST, ANIMATED BY THE SON OF GOD, TO BE THE WHOLE CHURCH OF GOD, AND THE MEMBERS OF THIS BODY--CONSIDERED AS A WHOLE--TO CONSIST OF THOSE WHO ARE BELIEVERS; SINCE, AS A SOUL VIVIFIES AND MOVES THE BODY, WHICH OF ITSELF HAS NOT THE NATURAL POWER OF MOTION LIKE A LIVING BEING, SO THE WORD, AROUSING AND MOVING THE WHOLE BODY, THE CHURCH, TO BEFITTING ACTION, AWAKENS, MOREOVER, EACH INDIVIDUAL MEMBER BELONGING TO THE CHURCH, SO THAT THEY DO NOTHING APART FROM THE WORD. SINCE ALL THIS, THEN, FOLLOWS BY A TRAIN OF REASONING NOT TO BE DEPRECIATED, WHERE IS THE DIFFICULTY IN MAINTAINING THAT, AS THE SOUL OF JESUS IS JOINED IN A PERFECT AND INCONCEIVABLE MANNER WITH THE VERY WORD, SO THE PERSON OF JESUS, GENERALLY SPEAKING, IS NOT SEPARATED FROM THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN AND FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION, AND IS NOT A DIFFERENT BEING FROM HIM? BUT ENOUGH HERE ON THIS SUBJECT. 
CHAP. XLIX. 
LET US NOTICE NOW WHAT FOLLOWS, WHERE, EXPRESSING IN A SINGLE WORD HIS OPINION REGARDING THE MOSAIC COSMOGONY, WITHOUT OFFERING, HOWEVER, A SINGLE ARGUMENT IN ITS SUPPORT, HE FINDS FAULT WITH IT, SAYING: "MOREOVER, THEIR COSMOGONY IS EXTREMELY SILLY." NOW, IF HE HAD PRODUCED SOME CREDIBLE PROOFS OF ITS SILLY CHARACTER, WE SHOULD HAVE ENDEAVORED TO ANSWER THEM; BUT IT DOES NOT APPEAR TO ME REASONABLE THAT I SHOULD BE CALLED UPON TO DEMONSTRATE, IN ANSWER TO HIS MERE ASSERTION, THAT IT IS NOT "SILLY." IF ANY ONE, HOWEVER, WISHES TO SEE THE REASONS WHICH LED US TO ACCEPT THE MOSAIC ACCOUNT, AND THE ARGUMENTS BY WHICH IT MAY BE DEFENDED, HE MAY READ WHAT WE HAVE WRITTEN UPON GENESIS, FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE BOOK UP TO THE PASSAGE, "AND THIS IS THE BOOK OF THE GENERATION OF MEN," WHERE WE HAVE TRIED TO SHOW FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES WHAT THE "HEAVEN" WAS WHICH WAS CREATED IN THE BEGINNING; AND WHAT THE "EARTH," AND THE "INVISIBLE PART OF THE EARTH," AND THAT WHICH WAS "WITHOUT FORM;" AND WHAT THE "DEEP" WAS, AND THE "DARKNESS" THAT WAS UPON IT; AND WHAT THE "WATER" WAS, AND THE "SPIRIT OF GOD" WHICH WAS "BORNE OVER IT;" AND WHAT THE "LIGHT" WHICH WAS CREATED, AND WHAT THE "FIRMAMENT," AS DISTINCT FROM THE "HEAVEN" WHICH WAS CREATED IN THE BEGINNING; AND SO ON WITH THE OTHER SUBJECTS THAT FOLLOW. CELSUS HAS ALSO EXPRESSED HIS OPINION THAT THE NARRATIVE OF THE CREATION OF MAN IS "EXCEEDINGLY SILLY," WITHOUT STATING ANY PROOFS, OR ENDEAVORING TO ANSWER OUR ARGUMENTS; FOR HE HAD NO EVIDENCE, IN MY JUDGMENT, WHICH WAS FITTED TO OVERTHROW THE STATEMENT THAT "MAN HAS BEEN MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD." HE DOES NOT EVEN UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF THE "PARADISE" THAT WAS PLANTED BY GOD, AND OF THE LIFE WHICH MAN FIRST LED IN IT; AND OF THAT WHICH RESULTED FROM ACCIDENT, WHEN MAN WAS CAST FORTH ON ACCOUNT OF HIS SIN, AND WAS SETTLED OPPOSITE THE PARADISE OF DELIGHT. NOW, AS HE ASSERTS THAT THESE ARE SILLY STATEMENTS, LET HIM TURN HIS ATTENTION NOT MERELY TO EACH ONE OF THEM (IN GENERAL), BUT TO THIS IN PARTICULAR, "HE PLACED THE CHERUBIM, AND THE FLAMING SWORD, WHICH TURNED EVERY WAY, TO KEEP THE WAY OF THE TREE OF LIFE," AND SAY WHETHER MOSES WROTE THESE WORDS WITH NO SERIOUS OBJECT IN VIEW, BUT IN THE SPIRIT OF THE WRITERS OF THE OLD COMEDY, WHO HAVE SPORTIVELY RELATED THAT "PROETUS SLEW BELLEROPHON," AND THAT "PEGASUS CAME FROM ARCADIA." NOW THEIR OBJECT WAS TO CREATE LAUGHTER IN COMPOSING SUCH STORIES; WHEREAS IT IS INCREDIBLE THAT HE WHO LEFT BEHIND HIM LAWS FOR A WHOLE NATION, REGARDING WHICH HE WISHED TO PERSUADE HIS SUBJECTS THAT THEY WERE GIVEN BY GOD, SHOULD HAVE WRITTEN WORDS SO LITTLE TO THE PURPOSE, AND HAVE SAID WITHOUT ANY MEANING, "HE PLACED THE CHERUBIM, AND THE FLAMING SWORD, WHICH TURNED EVERY WAY, TO KEEP THE WAY OF THE TREE OF LIFE," OR MADE ANY OTHER STATEMENT REGARDING THE CREATION OF MAN, WHICH IS THE SUBJECT OF PHILOSOPHIC INVESTIGATION BY THE HEBREW SAGES. 
CHAP. L. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, CELSUS, AFTER HEAPING TOGETHER, SIMPLY AS MERE ASSERTIONS, THE VARYING OPINIONS OF SOME OF THE ANCIENTS REGARDING THE WORLD, AND THE ORIGIN OF MAN, ALLEGES THAT "MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, WHO HAVE LEFT TO US OUR BOOKS, NOT KNOWING AT ALL WHAT THE NATURE OF THE WORLD IS, AND OF MAN, HAVE WOVEN TOGETHER A WEB OF SHEER NONSENSE." IF HE HAD SHOWN, NOW, HOW IT APPEARED TO HIM THAT THE HOLY SCRIPTURES CONTAINED "SHEER NONSENSE," WE SHOULD HAVE TRIED TO DEMOLISH THE ARGUMENTS WHICH APPEARED TO HIM TO ESTABLISH THEIR NONSENSICAL CHARACTER; BUT ON THE PRESENT OCCASION, FOLLOWING HIS OWN EXAMPLE, WE ALSO SPORTIVELY GIVE IT AS OUR OPINION THAT CELSUS, KNOWING NOTHING AT ALL ABOUT THE NATURE OF THE MEANING AND LANGUAGE OF THE PROPHETS, COMPOSED A WORK WHICH CONTAINED "SHEER NONSENSE," AND BOASTFULLY GAVE IT THE TITLE OF A "TRUE DISCOURSE." AND SINCE HE MAKES THE STATEMENTS ABOUT THE "DAYS OF CREATION" GROUND OF ACCUSATION,--AS IF HE UNDERSTOOD THEM CLEARLY AND CORRECTLY, SOME OF WHICH ELAPSED BEFORE THE CREATION OF LIGHT AND HEAVEN, AND SUN, AND MOON, AND STARS, AND SOME OF THEM AFTER THE CREATION OF THESE,--WE SHALL ONLY MAKE THIS OBSERVATION, THAT MOSES MUST THEN HAVE FORGOTTEN THAT HE HAD SAID A LITTLE BEFORE, "THAT IN SIX DAYS THE CREATION OF THE WORLD HAD BEEN FINISHED," AND THAT IN CONSEQUENCE OF THIS ACT OF FORGETFULNESS HE SUBJOINS TO THESE WORDS THE FOLLOWING: "THIS IS THE BOOK OF THE CREATION OF MAN, IN THE DAY WHEN GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH!" BUT IT IS NOT IN THE LEAST CREDIBLE, THAT AFTER WHAT HE HAD SAID RESPECTING, THE SIX DAYS, MOSES SHOULD IMMEDIATELY ADD, WITHOUT A SPECIAL MEANING, THE WORDS, "IN THE DAY THAT GOD MADE THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH;" AND IF ANY ONE THINKS THAT THESE WORDS MAY BE REFERRED TO THE STATEMENT, "IN THE BEGINNING GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH," LET HIM OBSERVE THAT BEFORE THE WORDS, "LET THERE BE LIGHT, AND THERE WAS LIGHT," AND THESE, "GOD CALLED THE LIGHT DAY," IT HAS BEEN STATED THAT "IN THE BEGINNING GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH." 
CHAP. LI. 
ON THE PRESENT OCCASION, HOWEVER, IT IS NOT OUR OBJECT TO ENTER INTO AN EXPLANATION OF THE SUBJECT OF INTELLIGENT AND SENSIBLE BEINGS, NOR OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF DAYS WERE ALLOTTED TO BOTH SORTS, NOR TO INVESTIGATE THE DETAILS WHICH BELONG TO THE SUBJECT, FOR WE SHOULD NEED WHOLE TREATISES FOR THE EXPOSITION OF THE MOSAIC COSMOGONY; AND THAT WORK WE HAD ALREADY PERFORMED, TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, A CONSIDERABLE TIME BEFORE THE COMMENCEMENT OF THIS ANSWER TO CELSUS, WHEN WE DISCUSSED WITH SUCH MEASURE OF CAPACITY AS WE THEN POSSESSED THE QUESTION OF THE MOSAIC COSMOGONY OF THE SIX DAYS. WE MUST KEEP IN MIND, HOWEVER, THAT THE WORD PROMISES TO THE RIGHTEOUS THROUGH THE MOUTH OF ISAIAH, THAT DAYS WILL COME WHEN NOT THE SUN, BUT THE LORD HIMSELF, WILL BE TO THEM AN EVERLASTING LIGHT, AND GOD WILL BE THEIR GLORY. AND IT IS FROM MISUNDERSTANDING, I THINK, SOME PESTILENT HERESY WHICH GAVE AN ERRONEOUS INTERPRETATION TO THE WORDS, "LET THERE BE LIGHT," AS IF THEY WERE THE EXPRESSION OF A WISH MERELY ON THE PART OF THE CREATOR, THAT CELSUS MADE THE REMARK: "THE CREATOR DID NOT BORROW LIGHT FROM ABOVE, LIKE THOSE PERSONS WHO KINDLE THEIR LAMPS AT THOSE OF THEIR NEIGHBORS." MISUNDERSTANDING, MOREOVER, ANOTHER IMPIOUS HERESY, HE HAS SAID: "IF, INDEED, THERE DID EXIST AN ACCURSED GOD OPPOSED TO THE GREAT GOD, WHO DID THIS CONTRARY TO HIS APPROVAL, WHY DID HE LEND HIM THE LIGHT?" SO FAR ARE WE FROM OFFERING A DEFENCE OF SUCH PUERILITIES, THAT WE DESIRE, ON THE CONTRARY, DISTINCTLY TO ARRAIGN THE STATEMENTS OF THESE HERETICS AS ERRONEOUS, AND TO UNDERTAKE TO REFUTE, NOT THOSE OF THEIR OPINIONS WITH WHICH WE ARE UNACQUAINTED, AS CELSUS DOES, BUT THOSE OF WHICH WE HAVE ATTAINED AN ACCURATE KNOWLEDGE, DERIVED IN PART FROM THE STATEMENTS OF THEIR OWN ADHERENTS, AND PARTLY FROM A CAREFUL PERUSAL OF THEIR WRITINGS. 
CHAP. LII. 
CELSUS PROCEEDS AS FOLLOWS: "WITH REGARD TO THE ORIGIN OF THE WORLD AND ITS DESTRUCTION, WHETHER IT IS TO BE REGARDED AS UNCREATED AND INDESTRUCTIBLE, OR AS CREATED INDEED, BUT NOT DESTRUCTIBLE, OR THE REVERSE, I AT PRESENT SAY NOTHING." FOR THIS REASON, WE TOO SAY NOTHING ON THESE POINTS, AS THE WORK IN HAND DOES NOT REQUIRE IT. NOR DO WE ALLEGE THAT THE SPIRIT OF THE UNIVERSAL GOD MINGLED ITSELF IN THINGS HERE BELOW AS IN THINGS ALIEN TO ITSELF, AS MIGHT APPEAR FROM THE EXPRESSION, "THE SPIRIT OF GOD MOVED UPON THE WATER;" NOR DO WE ASSERT THAT CERTAIN WICKED DEVICES DIRECTED AGAINST HIS SPIRIT AS IF BY A DIFFERENT CREATOR FROM THE GREAT GOD, AND WHICH WERE TOLERATED BY THE SUPREME DIVINITY, NEEDED TO BE COMPLETELY FRUSTRATED. AND, ACCORDINGLY, I HAVE NOTHING FURTHER TO SAY TO THOSE WHO UTTER SUCH ABSURDITIES; NOR TO CELSUS, WHO DOES NOT REFUTE THEM WITH ABILITY. FOR HE OUGHT EITHER NOT TO HAVE MENTIONED SUCH MATTERS AT ALL, OR ELSE, IN KEEPING WITH THAT CHARACTER FOR PHILANTHROPY WHICH HE ASSUMES, HAVE CAREFULLY SET THEM FORTH, AND THEN ENDEAVORED TO REBUT THESE IMPIOUS ASSERTIONS. NOR HAVE WE EVER HEARD THAT THE GREAT GOD, AFTER GIVING HIS SPIRIT TO THE CREATOR, DEMANDS IT BACK AGAIN. PROCEEDING NEXT FOOLISHLY TO ASSAIL THESE IMPIOUS ASSERTIONS, HE ASKS: "WHAT GOD GIVES ANYTHING WITH THE INTENTION OF DEMANDING IT BACK? FOR IT IS THE MARK OF A NEEDY PERSON TO DEMAND BACK (WHAT HE HAS GIVEN), WHEREAS GOD STANDS IN NEED OF NOTHING." TO THIS HE ADDS, AS IF SAYING SOMETHING CLEVER AGAINST CERTAIN PARTIES: "WHY, WHEN HE LENT (HIS SPIRIT), WAS HE IGNORANT THAT HE WAS LENDING IT TO AN EVIL BEING?" HE ASKS, FURTHER: "WHY DOES HE PASS WITHOUT NOTICE A WICKED CREATOR WHO WAS COUNTER-WORKING HIS PURPOSES?" 
CHAP. LIII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, MIXING UP TOGETHER VARIOUS HERESIES, AND NOT OBSERVING THAT SOME STATEMENTS ARE THE UTTERANCES OF ONE HERETICAL SECT, AND OTHERS OF A DIFFERENT ONE, HE BRINGS FORWARD THE OBJECTIONS WHICH WE RAISED AGAINST MARCION. AND, PROBABLY, HAVING HEARD THEM FROM SOME PALTRY AND IGNORANT INDIVIDUALS, HE ASSAILS THE VERY ARGUMENTS WHICH COMBAT THEM, BUT NOT IN A WAY THAT SHOWS MUCH INTELLIGENCE. QUOTING THEN OUR ARGUMENTS AGAINST MARCION, AND NOT OBSERVING THAT IT IS AGAINST MARCION THAT HE IS SPEAKING, HE ASKS: "WHY DOES HE SEND SECRETLY, AND DESTROY THE WORKS WHICH HE HAS CREATED? WHY DOES HE SECRETLY EMPLOY FORCE, AND PERSUASION, AND DECEIT? WHY DOES HE ALLURE THOSE WHO, AS YE ASSERT, HAVE BEEN CONDEMNED OR ACCUSED BY HIM, AND CARRY THEM AWAY LIKE A SLAVE-DEALER? WHY DOES HE TEACH THEM TO STEAL AWAY FROM THEIR LORD? WHY TO FLEE FROM THEIR FATHER? WHY DOES HE CLAIM THEM FOR HIMSELF AGAINST THE FATHER'S WILL? WHY DOES HE PROFESS TO BE THE FATHER OF STRANGE CHILDREN?" TO THESE QUESTIONS HE SUBJOINS THE FOLLOWING REMARK, AS IF BY WAY OF EXPRESSING HIS SURPRISE: "VENERABLE, INDEED, IS THE GOD WHO DESIRES TO BE THE FATHER OF THOSE SINNERS WHO ARE CONDEMNED [DAMNED] BY ANOTHER (GOD), AND OF THE NEEDY, AND, AS THEMSELVES SAY, OF THE VERY OFFSCOURINGS (OF MEN), AND WHO IS UNABLE TO CAPTURE AND PUNISH HIS MESSENGER, WHO ESCAPED FROM HIM!" AFTER THIS, AS IF ADDRESSING US WHO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS WORLD IS NOT THE WORK OF A DIFFERENT AND STRANGE GOD, HE CONTINUES IN THE FOLLOWING STRAIN: "IF THESE ARE HIS WORKS, HOW IS IT THAT GOD CREATED EVIL? AND HOW IS IT THAT HE CANNOT PERSUADE AND ADMONISH (MEN)? AND HOW IS IT THAT HE REPENTS ON ACCOUNT OF THE INGRATITUDE AND WICKEDNESS OF MEN? HE FINDS FAULT, MOREOVER, WITH HIS OWN HANDWORK, AND HATES, AND THREATENS, AND DESTROYS HIS OWN OFF SPRING? WHITHER CAN HE TRANSPORT THEM OUT OF THIS WORLD, WHICH HE HIMSELF HAS MADE?" NOW IT DOES NOT APPEAR TO ME THAT BY THESE REMARKS HE MAKES CLEAR WHAT "EVIL" IS; AND ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN AMONG THE GREEKS MANY SECTS WHO DIFFER AS TO THE NATURE OF GOOD AND EVIL, HE HASTILY CONCLUDES, AS IF IT WERE A CONSEQUENCE OF OUR MAINTAINING THAT THIS WORLD ALSO IS A WORK OF THE UNIVERSAL GOD, THAT IN OUR JUDGMENT GOD IS THE AUTHOR OF EVIL. LET IT BE, HOWEVER, REGARDING EVIL AS IT MAY--WHETHER CREATED BY GOD OR NOT--IT NEVERTHELESS FOLLOWS ONLY AS A RESULT WHEN YOU COMPARE THE PRINCIPAL DESIGN. AND I AM GREATLY SURPRISED IF THE INFERENCE REGARDING GOD'S AUTHORSHIP OF EVIL, WHICH HE THINKS FOLLOWS FROM OUR MAINTAINING THAT THIS WORLD ALSO IS THE WORK OF THE UNIVERSAL GOD, DOES NOT FOLLOW TOO FROM HIS OWN STATEMENTS. FOR ONE MIGHT SAY TO CELSUS: "IF THESE ARE HIS WORKS, HOW IS IT THAT GOD CREATED EVIL? AND HOW IS IT THAT HE CANNOT PERSUADE AND ADMONISH MEN?" IT IS INDEED THE GREATEST ERROR IN REASONING TO ACCUSE THOSE WHO ARE OF DIFFERENT OPINIONS OF HOLDING UNSOUND DOCTRINES, WHEN THE ACCUSER HIMSELF IS MUCH MORE LIABLE TO THE SAME CHARGE WITH REGARD TO HIS OWN. 
CHAP. LIV. 
LET US SEE, THEN, BRIEFLY WHAT HOLY SCRIPTURE HAS TO SAY REGARDING GOOD AND EVIL, AND WHAT ANSWER WE ARE TO RETURN TO THE QUESTIONS, "HOW IS IT THAT GOD CREATED EVIL?" AND, "HOW IS HE INCAPABLE OF PERSUADING AND ADMONISHING MEN?" NOW, ACCORDING TO HOLY SCRIPTURE, PROPERLY SPEAKING, VIRTUES AND VIRTUOUS ACTIONS ARE GOOD, AS, PROPERLY SPEAKING, THE REVERSE OF THESE ARE EVIL. WE SHALL BE SATISFIED WITH QUOTING ON THE PRESENT OCCASION SOME VERSES FROM THE 34TH PSALM, TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT: "THEY THAT SEEK THE LORD SHALL NOT WANT ANY GOOD THING. COME, YE CHILDREN, HEARKEN UNTO ME; I WILL TEACH YOU THE FEAR OF THE LORD. WHAT MAN IS HE THAT DESIRETH LIFE, AND LOVETH MANY DAYS, THAT HE MAY SEE GOOD? KEEP THY TONGUE FROM EVIL, AND THY LIPS FROM SPEAKING GUILE. DEPART FROM EVIL, AND DO GOOD." NOW, THE INJUNCTIONS TO "DEPART FROM EVIL, AND TO DO GOOD," DO NOT REFER EITHER TO CORPOREAL EVILS OR CORPOREAL BLESSINGS, AS THEY ARE TERMED BY SOME, NOR TO EXTERNAL THINGS AT ALL, BUT TO BLESSINGS AND EVILS OF A SPIRITUAL KIND; SINCE HE WHO DEPARTS FROM SUCH EVILS, AND PERFORMS SUCH VIRTUOUS ACTIONS, WILL, AS ONE WHO DESIRES THE TRUE LIFE, COME TO THE ENJOYMENT OF IT; AND AS ONE LOVING TO SEE "GOOD DAYS," IN WHICH THE WORD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WILL BE THE SUN, HE WILL SEE THEM, GOD TAKING HIM AWAY FROM THIS "PRESENT EVIL WORLD," AND FROM THOSE EVIL DAYS CONCERNING WHICH PAUL SAID: "REDEEMING THE TIME, BECAUSE THE DAYS ARE EVIL." 
CHAP. LV. 
PASSAGES, INDEED, MIGHT BE FOUND WHERE CORPOREAL AND EXTERNAL (BENEFITS) ARE IMPROPERLY CALLED "GOOD,"--THOSE THINGS, VIZ., WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO THE NATURAL LIFE, WHILE THOSE WHICH DO THE REVERSE ARE TERMED "EVIL." IT IS IN THIS SENSE THAT JOB SAYS TO HIS WIFE: "IF WE HAVE RECEIVED GOOD AT THE HAND OF THE LORD, SHALL WE NOT ALSO RECEIVE EVIL!" SINCE, THEN, THERE IS FOUND IN THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, IN A CERTAIN PASSAGE, THIS STATEMENT PUT INTO THE MOUTH OF GOD, "I MAKE PEACE, AND CREATE EVIL;" AND AGAIN ANOTHER, WHERE IT IS SAID OF HIM THAT "EVIL CAME DOWN FROM THE LORD TO THE GATE OF JERUSALEM, THE NOISE OF CHARIOTS AND HORSEMEN,"--PASSAGES WHICH HAVE DISTURBED MANY READERS OF SCRIPTURE, WHO ARE UNABLE TO SEE WHAT SCRIPTURE MEANS BY "GOOD" AND "EVIL,"--IT IS PROBABLE THAT CELSUS, BEING PERPLEXED THEREBY, GAVE UTTERANCE TO THE QUESTION, "HOW IS IT THAT GOD CREATED EVIL?" OR, PERHAPS, HAVING HEARD SOME ONE DISCUSSING THE MATTERS RELATING TO IT IN AN IGNORANT MANNER, HE MADE THIS STATEMENT WHICH WE HAVE NOTICED. WE, ON THE OTHER HAND, MAINTAIN THAT "EVIL," OR "WICKEDNESS," AND THE ACTIONS WHICH PROCEED FROM IT, WERE NOT CREATED BY GOD. FOR IF GOD CREATED THAT WHICH IS REALLY EVIL, HOW WAS IT POSSIBLE THAT THE PROCLAMATION REGARDING (THE LAST) JUDGMENT SHOULD BE CONFIDENTLY ANNOUNCED, WHICH INFORMS US THAT THE WICKED ARE TO BE PUNISHED FOR THEIR EVIL DEEDS IN PROPORTION TO THE AMOUNT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS, WHILE THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED A VIRTUOUS LIFE, OR PERFORMED VIRTUOUS ACTIONS, WILL BE IN THE ENJOYMENT OF BLESSEDNESS, AND WILL RECEIVE REWARDS FROM GOD? I AM WELL AWARE THAT THOSE WHO WOULD DARINGLY ASSERT THAT THESE EVILS WERE CREATED BY GOD WILL QUOTE CERTAIN EXPRESSIONS OF SCRIPTURE (IN THEIR SUPPORT), BECAUSE WE ARE NOT ABLE TO SHOW ONE CONSISTENT SERIES OF PASSAGES; FOR ALTHOUGH SCRIPTURE (GENERALLY) BLAMES THE WICKED AND APPROVES OF THE RIGHTEOUS, IT NEVERTHELESS CONTAINS SOME STATEMENTS WHICH, ALTHOUGH COMPARATIVELY FEW IN NUMBER, SEEM TO DISTURB THE MINDS OF IGNORANT READERS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE. I HAVE NOT, HOWEVER, DEEMED IT APPROPRIATE TO MY PRESENT TREATISE TO QUOTE ON THE PRESENT OCCASION THOSE DISCORDANT STATEMENTS, WHICH ARE MANY IN NUMBER, AND THEIR EXPLANATIONS, WHICH WOULD REQUIRE A LONG ARRAY OF PROOFS. EVILS, THEN, IF THOSE BE MEANT WHICH ARE PROPERLY SO CALLED, WERE NOT CREATED BY GOD; BUT SOME, ALTHOUGH FEW IN COMPARISON WITH THE ORDER OF THE WHOLE WORLD, HAVE RESULTED FROM HIS PRINCIPAL WORKS, AS THERE FOLLOW FROM THE CHIEF WORKS OF THE CARPENTER SUCH THINGS AS SPIRAL SHAVINGS AND SAWDUST, OR AS ARCHITECTS MIGHT APPEAR TO BE THE CAUSE OF THE RUBBISH WHICH LIES AROUND THEIR BUILDINGS IN THE FORM OF THE FILTH WHICH DROPS FROM THE STONES AND THE PLASTER. 
CHAP. LVI. 
IF WE SPEAK, HOWEVER, OF WHAT ARE CALLED "CORPOREAL" AND "EXTERNAL" EVILS, WHICH ARE IMPROPERLY SO TERMED, THEN IT MAY BE GRANTED THAT THERE ARE OCCASIONS WHEN SOME OF THESE HAVE BEEN CALLED INTO EXISTENCE BY GOD, IN ORDER THAT BY THEIR MEANS THE CONVERSION OF CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS MIGHT BE AFFECTED. AND WHAT ABSURDITY WOULD FOLLOW FROM SUCH A COURSE? FOR AS, IF WE SHOULD HEAR THOSE SUFFERINGS IMPROPERLY TERMED "EVILS" WHICH ARE INFLICTED BY FATHERS, AND INSTRUCTORS, AND PEDAGOGUES UPON THOSE WHO ARE UNDER THEIR CARE, OR UPON PATIENTS WHO ARE OPERATED UPON OR CAUTERIZED BY THE SURGEONS IN ORDER TO EFFECT A CURE, WE WERE TO SAY THAT A FATHER WAS ILL-TREATING HIS SON, OR PEDAGOGUES AND INSTRUCTORS THEIR PUPILS, OR PHYSICIANS THEIR PATIENTS, NO BLAME WOULD BE LAID UPON THE OPERATORS OR CHASTISERS; SO, IN THE SAME WAY, IF GOD IS SAID TO BRING UPON MEN SUCH EVILS FOR THE CONVERSION AND CURE OF THOSE WHO NEED THIS DISCIPLINE, THERE WOULD BE NO ABSURDITY IN THE VIEW, NOR WOULD "EVILS COME DOWN FROM THE LORD UPON THE GATES OF JERUSALEM,"--WHICH EVILS CONSIST OF THE PUNISHMENTS INFLICTED UPON THE ISRAELITES BY THEIR ENEMIES WITH A VIEW TO THEIR CONVERSION; NOR WOULD ONE VISIT "WITH A ROD THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF THOSE WHO FORSAKE THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD, AND THEIR INIQUITIES WITH STRIPES;" NOR COULD IT BE SAID, "THOU HAST COALS OF FIRE TO SET UPON THEM; THEY SHALL BE TO THEE A HELP." IN THE SAME WAY ALSO WE EXPLAIN THE EXPRESSIONS, "I, WHO MAKE PEACE, AND CREATE EVIL;" FOR HE CALLS INTO EXISTENCE "CORPOREAL" OR "EXTERNAL" EVILS, WHILE PURIFYING AND TRAINING THOSE WHO WOULD NOT BE DISCIPLINED BY THE WORD AND SOUND DOCTRINE. THIS, THEN, IS OUR ANSWER TO THE QUESTION, "HOW IS IT THAT GOD CREATED EVIL?" 
CHAP. LVII. 
WITH RESPECT TO THE QUESTION, "HOW IS HE INCAPABLE OF PERSUADING AND ADMONISHING MEN?" IT HAS BEEN ALREADY STATED THAT, IF SUCH AN OBJECTION WERE REALLY A GROUND OF CHARGE, THEN THE OBJECTION OF CELSUS MIGHT BE BROUGHT AGAINST THOSE WHO ACCEPT THE DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE. ANY ONE MIGHT ANSWER THE CHARGE THAT GOD IS INCAPABLE OF ADMONISHING MEN; FOR HE CONVEYS HIS ADMONITIONS THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE OF SCRIPTURE, AND BY MEANS OF THOSE PERSONS WHO, THROUGH GOD'S GRACIOUS APPOINTMENT, ARE THE INSTRUCTORS OF HIS HEARERS. UNLESS, INDEED, SOME PECULIAR MEANING BE UNDERSTOOD TO ATTACH TO THE WORD "ADMONISH," AS IF IT SIGNIFIED BOTH TO PENETRATE INTO THE MIND OF THE PERSON ADMONISHED, AND TO MAKE HIM HEAR THE WORDS OF HIS INSTRUCTOR, WHICH IS CONTRARY TO THE USUAL MEANING OF THE WORD. TO THE OBJECTION, "HOW IS HE INCAPABLE OF PERSUADING?"--WHICH ALSO MIGHT BE BROUGHT AGAINST ALL WHO BELIEVE IN PROVIDENCE, WE HAVE TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING REMARKS. SINCE THE EXPRESSION "TO BE PERSUADED" BELONGS TO THOSE WORDS WHICH ARE TERMED, SO TO SPEAK, "RECIPROCAL" (COMPARE THE PHRASE "TO SHAVE A MAN," WHEN HE MAKES AN EFFORT TO SUBMIT HIMSELF TO THE BARBER, THERE IS FOR THIS REASON NEEDED NOT MERELY THE EFFORT OF HIM WHO PERSUADES, BUT ALSO THE SUBMISSION, SO TO SPEAK, WHICH IS TO BE YIELDED TO THE PERSUADER, OR THE ACCEPTANCE OF WHAT IS SAID BY HIM. AND THEREFORE, IT MUST NOT BE SAID THAT IT IS BECAUSE GOD IS INCAPABLE OF PERSUADING MEN THAT THEY ARE NOT PERSUADED, BUT BECAUSE THEY WILL NOT ACCEPT THE FAITHFUL WORDS OF GOD. AND IF ONE WERE TO APPLY THIS EXPRESSION TO MEN WHO ARE THE "ARTIFICERS OF PERSUASION," HE WOULD NOT BE WRONG; FOR IT IS POSSIBLE FOR A MAN WHO HAS THOROUGHLY LEARNED THE PRINCIPLES OF RHETORIC, AND WHO EMPLOYS THEM PROPERLY, TO DO HIS UTMOST TO PERSUADE, AND YET APPEAR TO FAIL, BECAUSE HE CANNOT OVERCOME THE WILL OF HIM WHO OUGHT TO YIELD TO HIS PERSUASIVE ARTS. MOREOVER, THAT PERSUASION DOES NOT COME FROM GOD, ALTHOUGH PERSUASIVE WORDS MAY BE UTTERED BY HIM, IS DISTINCTLY TAUGHT BY PAUL, WHEN HE SAYS: "THIS PERSUASION COMETH NOT OF HIM THAT CALLETH YOU." SUCH ALSO IS THE VIEW INDICATED BY THESE WORDS: "IF YE BE WILLING AND OBEDIENT, YE SHALL EAT THE GOOD OF THE LAND; BUT IF YE REFUSE AND REBEL, A SWORD SHALL DEVOUR YOU." FOR THAT ONE MAY (REALLY) DESIRE WHAT IS ADDRESSED TO HIM BY ONE WHO ADMONISHES, AND MAY BECOME DESERVING OF THOSE PROMISES OF GOD WHICH HE HEARS, IT IS NECESSARY TO SECURE THE WILL OF THE HEARER, AND HIS INCLINATION TO WHAT IS ADDRESSED TO HIM. AND THEREFORE, IT APPEARS TO ME, THAT IN THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY THE FOLLOWING WORDS ARE UTTERED WITH PECULIAR EMPHASIS: "AND NOW, O ISRAEL, WHAT DOTH THE LORD THY GOD REQUIRE OF THEE, BUT TO FEAR THE LORD THY GOD, AND TO WALK IN ALL HIS WAYS, AND TO LOVE HIM, AND TO KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS?" 
CHAP. LVIII. 
THERE IS NEXT TO BE ANSWERED THE FOLLOWING QUERY: "AND HOW IS IT THAT HE REPENTS WHEN MEN BECOME UNGRATEFUL AND WICKED; AND FINDS FAULT WITH HIS OWN HANDWORK, AND HATES, AND THREATENS, AND DESTROYS HIS OWN OFFSPRING?" NOW CELSUS HERE CALUMNIATES AND FALSITIES WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT: "AND THE LORD GOD, SEEING THAT THE WICKEDNESS OF MEN UPON THE EARTH WAS INCREASING, AND THAT EVERY ONE IN HIS HEART CAREFULLY MEDITATED TO DO EVIL CONTINUALLY, WAS GRIEVED HE HAD MADE MAN UPON THE EARTH. AND GOD MEDITATED IN HIS HEART, AND SAID, I WILL DESTROY MAN, WHOM I HAVE MADE, FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH, BOTH MAN AND BEAST, AND CREEPING THING, AND FOWL OF THE AIR, BECAUSE I AM GRIEVED THAT I MADE THEM;" QUOTING WORDS WHICH ARE NOT WRITTEN IN SCRIPTURE, AS IF THEY CONVEYED THE MEANING OF WHAT WAS ACTUALLY WRITTEN. FOR THERE IS NO MENTION IN THESE WORDS OF THE REPENTANCE OF GOD, NOR OF HIS BLAMING AND HATING HIS OWN HANDWORK. AND IF THERE IS THE APPEARANCE OF GOD THREATENING THE CATASTROPHE OF THE DELUGE, AND THUS DESTROYING HIS OWN CHILDREN IN IT, WE HAVE TO ANSWER THAT, AS THE SOUL OF MAN IS IMMORTAL, THE SUPPOSED THREATENING HAS FOR ITS OBJECT THE CONVERSION OF THE HEARERS, WHILE THE DESTRUCTION OF MEN BY THE FLOOD IS A PURIFICATION OF THE EARTH, AS CERTAIN AMONG THE GREEK PHILOSOPHERS OF NO MEAN REPUTE HAVE INDICATED BY THE EXPRESSION: "WHEN THE GODS PURIFY THE EARTH." AND WITH RESPECT TO THE TRANSFERENCE TO GOD OF THOSE ANTHROPOPATHIC PHRASES, SOME REMARKS HAVE BEEN ALREADY MADE BY US IN THE PRECEDING PAGES. 
CHAP. LIX. 
CELSUS, IN THE NEXT PLACE, SUSPECTING, OR PERHAPS SEEING CLEARLY ENOUGH, THE ANSWER WHICH MIGHT BE RETURNED BY THOSE WHO DEFEND THE DESTRUCTION OF MEN BY THE DELUGE, CONTINUES: "BUT IF HE DOES NOT DESTROY HIS OWN OFFSPRING, WHITHER DOES HE CONVEY THEM OUT OF THIS WORLD WHICH HE HIMSELF CREATED?" TO THIS WE REPLY, THAT GOD BY NO MEANS REMOVES OUT OF THE WHOLE WORLD, CONSISTING OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, THOSE WHO SUFFERED DEATH BY THE DELUGE, BUT REMOVES THEM FROM A LIFE IN THE FLESH, AND, HAVING SET THEM FREE FROM THEIR BODIES, LIBERATES THEM AT THE SAME TIME FROM AN EXISTENCE UPON EARTH, WHICH IN MANY PARTS OF SCRIPTURE IT IS USUAL TO CALL THE "WORLD." IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN ESPECIALLY, WE MAY FREQUENTLY FIND THE REGIONS OF EARTH TERMED "WORLD," AS IN THE PASSAGE, "HE WAS THE TRUE LIGHT, WHICH LIGHTENETH EVERY MAN THAT COMETH INTO THE 'WORLD;'" AS ALSO IN THIS, "IN THE WORLD YE SHALL HAVE TRIBULATION; BUT BE OF GOOD CHEER, I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD." IF, THEN, WE UNDERSTAND BY "REMOVING OUT OF THE WORLD" A TRANSFERENCE FROM "REGIONS ON EARTH," THERE IS NOTHING ABSURD IN THE EXPRESSION. IF, ON THE CONTRARY, THE SYSTEM OF THINGS WHICH CONSISTS OF HEAVEN AND EARTH BE TERMED "WORLD," THEN THOSE WHO PERISHED IN THE DELUGE ARE BY NO MEANS REMOVED OUT OF THE SO-CALLED "WORLD." AND YET, INDEED, IF WE HAVE REGARD TO THE WORDS, "LOOKING NOT AT THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN, BUT AT THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT SEEN;" AND ALSO TO THESE, "FOR THE INVISIBLE THINGS OF HIM FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD ARE CLEARLY SEEN, BEING UNDERSTOOD BY THE THINGS THAT ARE MADE,"--WE MIGHT SAY THAT HE WHO DWELLS AMID THE "INVISIBLE" THINGS, AND WHAT ARE CALLED GENERALLY "THINGS NOT SEEN," IS GONE OUT OF THE WORLD, THE WORD HAVING REMOVED HIM HENCE, AND TRANSPORTED HIM TO THE HEAVENLY REGIONS, IN ORDER TO BEHOLD ALL BEAUTIFUL THINGS. 
CHAP. LX. 
BUT AFTER THIS INVESTIGATION OF HIS ASSERTIONS, AS IF HIS OBJECT WERE TO SWELL HIS BOOK BY MANY WORDS, HE REPEATS, IN DIFFERENT LANGUAGE, THE SAME CHARGES WHICH WE HAVE EXAMINED A LITTLE AGO, SAYING: "BY FAR THE MOST SILLY THING IS THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE CREATION OF THE WORLD OVER CERTAIN DAYS, BEFORE DAYS EXISTED: FOR, AS THE HEAVEN WAS NOT YET CREATED, NOR THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH YET LAID, NOR THE SUN YET REVOLVING, HOW COULD THERE BE DAYS?" NOW, WHAT DIFFERENCE IS THERE BETWEEN THESE WORDS AND THE FOLLOWING: "MOREOVER, TAKING AND LOOKING AT THESE THINGS FROM THE BEGINNING, WOULD IT NOT BE ABSURD IN THE FIRST AND GREATEST GOD TO ISSUE THE COMMAND, LET THIS (FIRST THING) COME INTO EXISTENCE, AND THIS SECOND THING, AND THIS (THIRD); AND AFTER ACCOMPLISHING SO MUCH ON THE FIRST DAY, TO DO SO MUCH MORE AGAIN ON THE SECOND, AND THIRD, AND FOURTH, AND FIFTH, AND SIXTH?" WE ANSWERED TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY THIS OBJECTION TO GOD'S "COMMANDING THIS FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD THING TO BE CREATED," WHEN WE QUOTED THE WORDS, "HE SAID, AND IT WAS DONE; HE COMMANDED, AND ALL THINGS STOOD FAST;" REMARKING THAT THE IMMEDIATE CREATOR, AND, AS IT WERE, VERY MAKER OF THE WORLD WAS THE WORD, THE SON OF GOD; WHILE THE FATHER OF THE WORD, BY COMMANDING HIS OWN SON--THE WORD--TO CREATE THE WORLD, IS PRIMARILY CREATOR. AND WITH REGARD TO THE CREATION OF THE LIGHT UPON THE FIRST DAY, AND OF THE FIRMAMENT UPON THE SECOND, AND OF THE GATHERING TOGETHER OF THE WATERS THAT ARE UNDER THE HEAVEN INTO THEIR SEVERAL RESERVOIRS ON THE THIRD (THE EARTH THUS CAUSING TO SPROUT FORTH THOSE (FRUITS) WHICH ARE UNDER THE CONTROL OF NATURE ALONE, AND OF THE (GREAT) LIGHTS AND STARS UPON THE FOURTH, AND OF AQUATIC ANIMALS UPON THE FIFTH, AND OF LAND ANIMALS AND MAN UPON THE SIXTH, WE HAVE TREATED TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY IN OUR NOTES UPON GENESIS, AS WELL AS IN THE FOREGOING PAGES, WHEN WE FOUND FAULT WITH THOSE WHO, TAKING THE WORDS IN THEIR APPARENT SIGNIFICATION, SAID THAT THE TIME OF SIX DAYS WAS OCCUPIED IN THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, AND QUOTED THE WORDS: "THESE ARE THE GENERATIONS OF THE HEAVENS AND OF THE EARTH WHEN THEY WERE CREATED, IN THE DAY THAT THE LORD GOD MADE THE EARTH AND THE HEAVENS." 
CHAP. LXI. 
AGAIN, NOT UNDERSTANDING THE MEANING OF THE WORDS, "AND GOD ENDED ON THE SIXTH DAY HIS WORKS WHICH HE HAD MADE, AND CEASED ON THE SEVENTH DAY FROM ALL HIS WORKS WHICH HE HAD MADE: AND GOD BLESSED THE SEVENTH DAY, AND HOLLOWED IT, BECAUSE ON IT HE HAD CEASED FROM ALL HIS WORKS WHICH HE HAD BEGUN TO MAKE;" AND IMAGINING THE EXPRESSION," HE CEASED ON THE SEVENTH DAY," TO BE THE SAME AS THIS, "HE RESTED ON THE SEVENTH DAY," HE MAKES THE REMARK: "AFTER THIS, INDEED, HE IS WEARY, LIKE A VERY BAD WORKMAN, WHO STANDS IN NEED OF REST TO REFRESH HIMSELF!" FOR HE KNOWS NOTHING OF THE DAY OF THE SABBATH AND REST OF GOD, WHICH FOLLOWS THE COMPLETION OF THE WORLD'S CREATION, AND WHICH LASTS DURING THE DURATION OF THE WORLD, AND IN WHICH ALL THOSE WILL KEEP FESTIVAL WITH GOD WHO HAVE DONE ALL THEIR WORKS IN THEIR SIX DAYS, AND WHO, BECAUSE THEY HAVE OMITTED NONE OF THEIR DUTIES, WILL ASCEND TO THE CONTEMPLATION (OF CELESTIAL THINGS), AND TO THE ASSEMBLY OF RIGHTEOUS AND BLESSED BEINGS. IN THE NEXT PLACE, AS IF EITHER THE SCRIPTURES MADE SUCH A STATEMENT, OR AS IF WE OURSELVES SO SPOKE OF GOD AS HAVING RESTED FROM FATIGUE, HE CONTINUES: "IT IS NOT IN KEEPING WITH THE FITNESS OF THINGS THAT THE FIRST GOD SHOULD FEEL FATIGUE, OR WORK WITH HIS HANDS, OR GIVE FORTH COMMANDS." CELSUS SAYS, THAT" IT IS NOT IN KEEPING WITH THE FITNESS OF THINGS THAT THE FIRST GOD SHOULD FEEL FATIGUE. NOW WE WOULD SAY THAT NEITHER DOES GOD THE WORD FEEL FATIGUE, NOR ANY OF THOSE BEINGS WHO BELONG TO A BETTER AND DIVINER ORDER OF THINGS, BECAUSE THE SENSATION OF FATIGUE IS PECULIAR TO THOSE WHO ARE IN THE BODY. YOU CAN EXAMINE WHETHER THIS IS TRUE OF THOSE WHO POSSESS A BODY OF ANY KIND, OR OF THOSE WHO HAVE AN EARTHLY BODY, OR ONE A LITTLE BETTER THAN THIS. BUT "NEITHER IS IT CONSISTENT WITH THE FITNESS OF THINGS THAT THE FIRST GOD SHOULD WORK WITH HIS OWN HANDS." IF YOU UNDERSTAND THE WORDS" WORK WITH HIS OWN HANDS" LITERALLY, THEN NEITHER ARE THEY APPLICABLE TO THE SECOND GOD, NOR TO ANY OTHER BEING PARTAKING OF DIVINITY. BUT SUPPOSE THAT THEY ARE SPOKEN IN AN IMPROPER AND FIGURATIVE SENSE, SO THAT WE MAY TRANSLATE THE FOLLOWING EXPRESSIONS, "AND THE FIRMAMENT SHOWETH FORTH HIS HANDYWORK," AND "THE HEAVENS ARE THE WORK OF THY HANDS," AND ANY OTHER SIMILAR PHRASES, IN A FIGURATIVE MANNER, SO FAR AS RESPECTS THE "HANDS" AND "LIMBS" OF DEITY, WHERE IS THE ABSURDITY IN THE WORDS, "GOD THUS WORKING WITH HIS OWN HANDS?" AND AS THERE IS NO ABSURDITY IN GOD THUS WORKING, SO NEITHER IS THERE IN HIS ISSUING "COMMANDS;" SO THAT WHAT IS DONE AT HIS BIDDING SHOULD BE BEAUTIFUL AND PRAISEWORTHY, BECAUSE IT WAS GOD WHO COMMANDED IT TO BE PERFORMED. 
CHAP. LXII. 
CELSUS, AGAIN, HAVING PERHAPS MISUNDERSTOOD THE WORDS, "FOR THE MOUTH OF THE LORD HATH SPOKEN IT," OR PERHAPS BECAUSE SOME IGNORANT INDIVIDUALS HAD RASHLY VENTURED UPON THE EXPLANATION OF SUCH THINGS, AND NOT UNDERSTANDING, MOREOVER, ON WHAT PRINCIPLES PARTS CALLED AFTER THE NAMES OF THE BODILY MEMBERS ARE ASSIGNED TO THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD, ASSERTS: "HE HAS NEITHER MOUTH NOR VOICE." TRULY, INDEED, GOD CAN HAVE NO VOICE, IF THE VOICE IS A CONCUSSION OF THE AIR, OR A STROKE ON THE AIR, OR A SPECIES OF AIR, OR ANY OTHER DEFINITION WHICH MAY BE GIVEN TO THE VOICE BY THOSE WHO ARE SKILLED IN SUCH MATTERS; BUT WHAT IS CALLED THE "VOICE OF GOD" IS SAID TO BE SEEN AS "GOD'S VOICE" BY THE PEOPLE IN THE PASSAGE; "AND ALL THE PEOPLE SAW THE VOICE OF GOD;" THE WORD "SAW" BEING TAKEN, AGREEABLY TO THE CUSTOM OF SCRIPTURE, IN A SPIRITUAL SENSE. MOREOVER, HE ALLEGES THAT "GOD POSSESSES NOTHING ELSE OF WHICH WE HAVE ANY KNOWLEDGE;" BUT OF WHAT THINGS WE HAVE KNOWLEDGE HE GIVES NO INDICATION. IF HE MEANS "LIMBS," WE AGREE WITH HIM, UNDERSTANDING THE THINGS "OF WHICH WE HAVE KNOWLEDGE" TO BE THOSE CALLED CORPOREAL, AND PRETTY GENERALLY SO TERMED. BUT IF WE ARE TO UNDERSTAND THE WORDS "OF WHICH WE HAVE KNOWLEDGE" IN A UNIVERSAL SENSE, THEN THERE ARE MANY THINGS OF WHICH WE HAVE KNOWLEDGE, (AND WHICH MAY BE ATTRIBUTED TO GOD); FOR HE POSSESSES VIRTUE, AND BLESSEDNESS, AND DIVINITY. IF WE, HOWEVER, PUT A HIGHER MEANING UPON THE WORDS, "OF WHICH WE HAVE KNOWLEDGE," SINCE ALL THAT WE KNOW IS LESS THAN GOD, THERE IS NO ABSURDITY IN OUR ALSO ADMITTING THAT GOD POSSESSES NONE OF THOSE THINGS" OF WHICH WE HAVE KNOWLEDGE." FOR THE ATTRIBUTES WHICH BELONG TO GOD ARE FAR SUPERIOR TO ALL THINGS WITH WHICH NOT MERELY THE NATURE OF MAN IS ACQUAINTED, BUT EVEN THAT OF THOSE WHO HAVE RISEN FAR ABOVE IT. AND IF HE HAD READ THE WRITINGS OF THE PROPHETS, DAVID ON THE ONE HAND SAYING, "BUT THOU ART THE SAME," AND MALACHI ON THE OTHER, "I AM (THE LORD), AND CHANGE NOT," HE WOULD HAVE OBSERVED THAT NONE OF US ASSERT THAT THERE IS ANY CHANGE IN GOD, EITHER IN ACT OR THOUGHT. FOR ABIDING THE SAME, HE ADMINISTERS MUTABLE THINGS ACCORDING TO THEIR NATURE, AND HIS WORD ELECTS TO UNDERTAKE THEIR ADMINISTRATION. 
CHAP. LXIII. 
CELSUS, NOT OBSERVING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN "AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD" AND "GOD'S IMAGE," NEXT ASSERTS THAT THE "FIRST-BORN OF EVERY CREATURE" IS THE IMAGE OF GOD,--THE VERY WORD AND TRUTH, AND ALSO THE VERY WISDOM, BEING THE IMAGE OF HIS GOODNESS, WHILE MAN HAS BEEN CREATED AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD; MOREOVER, THAT EVERY MAN WHOSE HEAD IS CHRIST IS THE IMAGE AND GLORY OF GOD;--AND FURTHER, NOT OBSERVING TO WHICH OF THE CHARACTERISTICS OF HUMANITY THE EXPRESSION "AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD" BELONGS, AND THAT IT CONSISTS IN A NATURE WHICH NEVER HAD NOR LONGER HAS "THE OLD MAN WITH HIS DEEDS," BEING CALLED "AFTER THE IMAGE OF HIM WHO CREATED IT," FROM ITS NOT POSSESSING THESE QUALITIES,--HE MAINTAINS: "NEITHER DID HE MAKE MAN HIS IMAGE; FOR GOD IS NOT SUCH AN ONE, NOR LIKE ANY OTHER SPECIES OF (VISIBLE) BEING." IS IT POSSIBLE TO SUPPOSE THAT THE ELEMENT WHICH IS "AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD" SHOULD EXIST IN THE INFERIOR PART--I MEAN THE BODY--OF A COMPOUND BEING LIKE MAN, BECAUSE CELSUS HAS EXPLAINED THAT TO BE MADE AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD? FOR IF THAT WHICH IS "AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD" BE IN THE BODY ONLY, THE BETTER PART, THE SOUL, HAS BEEN DEPRIVED OF THAT WHICH IS "AFTER HIS IMAGE," AND THIS (DISTINCTION) EXISTS IN THE CORRUPTIBLE BODY, AN ASSERTION WHICH IS MADE BY NONE OF US. BUT IF THAT WHICH IS "AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD" BE IN BOTH TOGETHER, THEN GOD MUST NECESSARILY BE A COMPOUND BEING, AND CONSIST, AS IT WERE, OF SOUL AND BODY, IN ORDER THAT THE ELEMENT WHICH IS "AFTER GOD'S IMAGE," THE BETTER PART, MAY BE IN THE SOUL; WHILE THE INFERIOR PART, AND THAT WHICH "IS ACCORDING TO THE BODY," MAY BE IN THE BODY,--AN ASSERTION, AGAIN, WHICH IS MADE BY NONE OF US. IT REMAINS, THEREFORE, THAT THAT WHICH IS "AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD" MUST BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE IN OUR "INNER MAN," WHICH IS ALSO RENEWED, AND WHOSE NATURE IT IS TO BE "AFTER THE IMAGE OF HIM WHO CREATED IT," WHEN A MAN BECOMES "PERFECT," AS "OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN IS PERFECT," AND HEARS THE COMMAND, "BE YE HOLY, FOR I THE LORD YOUR GOD AM HOLY," AND LEARNING THE PRECEPT, "BE YE FOLLOWERS OF GOD," RECEIVES INTO HIS VIRTUOUS SOUL THE TRAITS OF GOD'S IMAGE. THE BODY, MOREOVER, OF HIM WHO POSSESSES SUCH A SOUL IS A TEMPLE OF GOD; AND IN THE SOUL GOD DWELLS, BECAUSE IT HAS BEEN MADE AFTER HIS IMAGE. 
CHAP. LXIV. 
CELSUS, AGAIN, BRINGS TOGETHER A NUMBER OF STATEMENTS, WHICH HE GIVES AS ADMISSIONS ON OUR PART, BUT WHICH NO INTELLIGENT CHRISTIAN WOULD ALLOW. FOR NOT ONE OF US ASSERTS THAT "GOD PARTAKES OF FORM OR COLOR." NOR DOES HE EVEN PARTAKE OF "MOTION," BECAUSE HE STANDS FIRM, AND HIS NATURE IS PERMANENT, AND HE INVITES THE RIGHTEOUS MAN ALSO TO DO THE SAME, SAYING: "BUT AS FOR THEE, STAND THOU HERE BY ME." AND IF CERTAIN EXPRESSIONS INDICATE A KIND OF MOTION, AS IT WERE, ON HIS PART, SUCH AS THIS, "THEY HEARD THE VOICE OF THE LORD GOD WALKING IN THE GARDEN IN THE COOL OF THE DAY," WE MUST UNDERSTAND THEM IN THIS WAY, THAT IT IS BY SINNERS THAT GOD IS UNDERSTOOD AS MOVING, OR AS WE UNDERSTAND THE "SLEEP" OF GOD, WHICH IS TAKEN IN A FIGURATIVE SENSE, OR HIS "ANGER," OR ANY OTHER SIMILAR ATTRIBUTE. BUT "GOD DOES NOT PARTAKE EVEN OF SUBSTANCE." FOR HE IS PARTAKEN OF (BY OTHERS) RATHER THAN THAT HIMSELF PARTAKES OF THEM, AND HE IS PARTAKEN OF BY THOSE WHO HAVE THE SPIRIT OF GOD. OUR SAVIOR, ALSO, DOES NOT PARTAKE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; BUT BEING HIMSELF "RIGHTEOUSNESS," HE IS PARTAKEN OF BY THE RIGHTEOUS. A DISCUSSION ABOUT "SUBSTANCE" WOULD BE PROTRACTED AND DIFFICULT, AND ESPECIALLY IF IT WERE A QUESTION WHETHER THAT WHICH IS PERMANENT AND IMMATERIAL BE "SUB STANCE" PROPERLY SO CALLED, SO THAT IT WOULD BE FOUND THAT GOD IS BEYOND" SUBSTANCE," COMMUNICATING OF HIS "SUBSTANCE," BY MEANS OF OFFICE AND POWER, TO THOSE TO WHOM HE COMMUNICATES HIMSELF BY HIS WORD, AS HE DOES TO THE WORD HIMSELF; OR EVEN IF HE IS "SUBSTANCE," YET HE IS SAID BE IN HIS NATURE "INVISIBLE," IN THESE WORDS RESPECTING OUR SAVIOR, WHO IS SAID TO BE "THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD," WHILE FROM THE TERM "INVISIBLE" IT IS INDICATED THAT HE IS "IMMATERIAL." IT IS ALSO A QUESTION FOR INVESTIGATION, WHETHER THE "ONLY-BEGOTTEN" AND "FIRST-BORN OF EVERY CREATURE" IS TO BE CALLED "SUBSTANCE OF SUBSTANCES," AND "IDEA OF IDEAS," AND THE "PRINCIPLE OF ALL THINGS," WHILE ABOVE ALL THERE IS HIS FATHER AND GOD. 
CHAP. LXV. 
CELSUS PROCEEDS TO SAY OF GOD THAT "OF HIM ARE ALL THINGS," ABANDONING (IN SO SPEAKING), I KNOW NOT HOW, ALL HIS PRINCIPLES; WHILE OUR PAUL DECLARES, THAT "OF HIM, AND THROUGH HIM, AND TO HIM ARE ALL THINGS," SHOWING THAT HE IS THE BEGINNING OF THE SUBSTANCE OF ALL THINGS BY THE WORDS "OF HIM," AND THE BOND OF THEIR SUBSISTENCE BY THE EXPRESSION "THROUGH HIM," AND THEIR FINAL END BY THE TERMS "TO HIM." OF A TRUTH, GOD IS OF NOTHING. BUT WHEN CELSUS ADDS, THAT "HE IS NOT TO BE REACHED BY WORD," I MAKE A DISTINCTION, AND SAY THAT IF HE MEANS THE WORD THAT IS IN US--WHETHER THE WORD CONCEIVED IN THE MIND, OR THE WORD THAT IS UTTERED--I, TOO, ADMIT THAT GOD IS NOT TO BE REACHED BY WORD. IF, HOWEVER, WE ATTEND TO THE PASSAGE, "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD," WE ARE OF OPINION THAT GOD IS TO BE REACHED BY THIS WORD, AND IS COMPREHENDED NOT BY HIM ONLY, BUT BY ANY ONE WHATEVER TO WHOM HE MAY REVEAL THE FATHER; AND THUS WE SHALL PROVE THE FALSITY OF THE ASSERTION OF CELSUS, WHEN HE SAYS, "NEITHER IS GOD TO BE REACHED BY WORD." THE STATEMENT, MOREOVER, THAT "HE CANNOT BE EXPRESSED BY NAME," REQUIRES TO BE TAKEN WITH A DISTINCTION. IF HE MEANS, INDEED, THAT THERE IS NO WORD OR SIGN THAT CAN REPRESENT THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD, THE STATEMENT IS TRUE, SINCE THERE ARE MANY QUALITIES WHICH CANNOT BE INDICATED BY WORDS. WHO, FOR EXAMPLE, COULD DESCRIBE IN WORDS THE DIFFERENCE BETWIXT THE QUALITY OF SWEETNESS IN A PALM AND THAT IN A FIG? AND WHO COULD DISTINGUISH AND SET FORTH IN WORDS THE PECULIAR QUALITIES OF EACH INDIVIDUAL THING? IT IS NO WONDER, THEN, IF IN THIS WAY GOD CANNOT BE DESCRIBED BY NAME. BUT IF YOU TAKE THE PHRASE TO MEAN THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO REPRESENT BY WORDS SOMETHING OF GOD'S ATTRIBUTES, IN ORDER TO LEAD THE HEARER BY THE HAND, AS IT WERE, AND SO ENABLE HIM TO COMPREHEND SOMETHING OF GOD, SO FAR AS ATTAINABLE BY HUMAN NATURE, THEN THERE IS NO ABSURDITY IN SAYING THAT "HE CAN BE DESCRIBED BY NAME." AND WE MAKE A SIMILAR DISTINCTION WITH REGARD TO THE EXPRESSION, "FOR HE HAS UNDERGONE NO SUFFERING THAT CAN BE CONVEYED BY WORDS." IT IS TRUE THAT THE DEITY IS BEYOND ALL SUFFERING. AND SO MUCH ON THIS POINT. 
CHAP. LXVI. 
LET US LOOK ALSO AT HIS NEXT STATEMENT, IN WHICH HE INTRODUCES, AS IT WERE, A CERTAIN PERSON, WHO, AFTER HEARING WHAT HAS BEEN SAID EXPRESSES HIMSELF IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER, "HOW, THEN, SHALL I KNOW GOD? AND HOW SHALL I LEARN THE WAY THAT LEADS TO HIM? AND HOW WILL YOU SHOW HIM TO ME? BECAUSE NOW, INDEED, YOU THROW DARKNESS BEFORE MY EYES, AND I SEE NOTHING DISTINCTLY." HE THEN ANSWERS, AS IT WERE, THE INDIVIDUAL WHO IS THUS PERPLEXED, AND THINKS THAT HE ASSIGNS THE REASON WHY DARKNESS HAS BEEN POURED UPON THE EYES OF HIM WHO UTTERED THE FOREGOING WORDS, WHEN HE ASSERTS THAT "THOSE WHOM ONE WOULD LEAD FORTH OUT OF DARKNESS INTO THE BRIGHTNESS OF LIGHT, BEING UNABLE TO WITHSTAND ITS SPLENDORS, HAVE THEIR POWER OF VISION AFFECTED AND INJURED, AND SO IMAGINE THAT THEY ARE SMITTEN WITH BLINDNESS." IN ANSWER TO THIS, WE WOULD SAY THAT ALL THOSE INDEED SIT IN DARKNESS, AND ARE ROOTED IN IT, WHO FIX THEIR GAZE UPON THE EVIL HANDIWORK OF PAINTERS, AND MOLDER’S AND SCULPTORS, AND WHO WILL NOT LOOK UPWARDS, AND ASCEND IN THOUGHT FROM ALL VISIBLE AND SENSIBLE THINGS, TO THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, WHO IS LIGHT; WHILE, ON THE OTHER HAND, EVERY ONE IS IN LIGHT WHO HAS FOLLOWED THE RADIANCE OF THE WORD, WHO HAS SHOWN IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHAT IGNORANCE, AND IMPIETY, AND WANT OF KNOWLEDGE OF DIVINE THINGS THESE OBJECTS WERE WORSHIPPED INSTEAD OF GOD, AND WHO HAS CONDUCTED THE SOUL OF HIM WHO DESIRES TO BE SAVED TOWARDS THE UNCREATED GOD, WHO IS OVER ALL. FOR "THE PEOPLE THAT SAT IN DARKNESS--THE GENTILES--SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND TO THEM WHO SAT IN THE REGION AND SHADOW OF DEATH LIGHT IS SPRUNG UP,"--THE GOD JESUS. NO CHRISTIAN, THEN, WOULD GIVE CELSUS, OR ANY ACCUSER OF THE DIVINE WORD, THE ANSWER, "HOW SHALL I KNOW GOD?" FOR EACH ONE OF THEM KNOWS GOD ACCORDING TO HIS CAPACITY. AND NO ONE ASKS, "HOW SHALL I LEARN THE WAY WHICH LEADS TO HIM?" BECAUSE HE HAS HEARD HIM WHO SAYS, "I AM THE WAY, AND THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE," AND HAS TASTED, IN THE COURSE OF THE JOURNEY, THE HAPPINESS WHICH RESULTS FROM IT. AND NOT A SINGLE CHRISTIAN WOULD SAY TO CELSUS, "HOW WILL YOU SHOW ME GOD?" 
CHAP. LXVII. 
THE REMARK, INDEED, WAS TRUE WHICH CELSUS MADE, THAT ANY ONE, ON HEARING HIS WORDS, WOULD ANSWER, SEEING THAT HIS WORDS ARE WORDS OF DARKNESS, "YOU POUR DARKNESS BEFORE MY EYES." CELSUS VERILY, AND THOSE LIKE HIM, DO DESIRE TO POUR DARKNESS BEFORE OUR EYES: WE, HOWEVER, BY MEANS OF THE LIGHT OF THE WORD, DISPERSE THE DARKNESS OF THEIR IMPIOUS OPINIONS. THE CHRISTIAN, INDEED, COULD RETORT ON CELSUS, WHO SAYS NOTHING THAT IS DISTINCT OR TRUE, "I SEE NOTHING THAT IS DISTINCT AMONG ALL YOUR STATEMENTS." IT IS NOT, THEREFORE, "OUT OF DARKNESS" INTO "THE BRIGHTNESS OF LIGHT" THAT CELSUS LEADS US FORTH: HE WISHES, ON THE CONTRARY, TO TRANSPORT US FROM LIGHT INTO DARKNESS, MAKING THE DARKNESS LIGHT AND THE LIGHT DARKNESS, AND EXPOSING HIMSELF TO THE WOE WELL DESCRIBED BY THE PROPHET ISAIAH IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER: "WOE UNTO THEM THAT PUT DARKNESS FOR LIGHT, AND LIGHT FOR DARKNESS." BUT WE, THE EYES OF WHOSE SOUL HAVE BEEN OPENED BY THE WORD, AND WHO SEE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LIGHT AND DARKNESS, PREFER BY ALL MEANS TO TAKE OUR STAND "IN THE LIGHT," AND WILL HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH DARKNESS AT ALL. THE TRUE LIGHT, MOREOVER, BEING ENDUED WITH LIFE, KNOWS TO WHOM HIS FULL SPLENDORS ARE TO BE MANIFESTED, AND TO WHOM HIS LIGHT; FOR HE DOES NOT DISPLAY HIS BRILLIANCY ON ACCOUNT OF THE STILL EXISTING WEAKNESS IN THE EYES OF THE RECIPIENT. AND IF WE MUST SPEAK AT ALL OF "SIGHT BEING AFFECTED AND INJURED," WHAT OTHER EYES SHALL WE SAY ARE IN THIS CONDITION, THEN HIS WHO IS INVOLVED IN IGNORANCE OF GOD, AND WHO IS PREVENTED BY HIS PASSIONS FROM SEEING THE TRUTH? CHRISTIANS, HOWEVER, BY NO MEANS CONSIDER THAT THEY ARE BLINDED BY THE WORDS OF CELSUS, OR ANY OTHER WHO IS OPPOSED TO THE WORSHIP OF GOD. BUT LET THOSE WHO PERCEIVE THAT THEY ARE BLINDED BY FOLLOWING MULTITUDES WHO ARE IN ERROR, AND TRIBES OF THOSE WHO KEEP FESTIVALS TO DEMONS, DRAW NEAR TO THE WORD, WHO CAN BESTOW THE GIFT OF SIGHT, IN ORDER THAT, LIKE THOSE POOR AND BLIND WHO HAD THROWN THEMSELVES DOWN BY THE WAYSIDE, AND WHO WERE HEALED BY JESUS BECAUSE THEY SAID TO HIM, "SON OF DAVID, HAVE MERCY UPON ME," THEY TOO MAY RECEIVE MERCY AND RECOVER THEIR EYESIGHT, FRESH AND BEAUTIFUL, AS THE WORD OF GOD CAN CREATE IT. 
CHAP. LXVIII. 
ACCORDINGLY, IF CELSUS WERE TO ASK US HOW WE THINK WE KNOW GOD, AND HOW WE SHALL BE SAVED BY HIM, WE WOULD ANSWER THAT THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH ENTERED INTO THOSE WHO SEEK HIM, OR WHO ACCEPT HIM WHEN HE APPEARS, IS ABLE TO MAKE KNOWN AND TO REVEAL THE FATHER, WHO WAS NOT SEEN (BY ANY ONE) BEFORE THE APPEARANCE OF THE WORD. AND WHO ELSE IS ABLE TO SAVE AND CONDUCT THE SOUL OF MAN TO THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, SAVE GOD THE WORD, WHO, "BEING IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD," BECAME FLESH FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO HAD CLEAVED TO THE FLESH, AND HAD BECOME AS FLESH, THAT HE MIGHT BE RECEIVED BY THOSE WHO COULD NOT BEHOLD HIM, INASMUCH AS HE WAS THE WORD, AND WAS WITH GOD, AND WAS GOD? AND DISCOURSING IN HUMAN FORM, AND ANNOUNCING HIMSELF AS FLESH, HE CALLS TO HIMSELF THOSE WHO ARE FLESH, THAT HE MAY IN THE FIRST PLACE CAUSE THEM TO BE TRANSFORMED ACCORDING TO THE WORD THAT WAS MADE FLESH, AND AFTERWARDS MAY LEAD THEM UPWARDS TO BEHOLD HIM AS HE WAS BEFORE HE BECAME FLESH; SO THAT THEY, RECEIVING THE BENEFIT, AND ASCENDING FROM THEIR GREAT INTRODUCTION TO HIM, WHICH WAS ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, SAY, "EVEN IF WE HAVE KNOWN CHRIST AFTER THE FLESH, YET HENCEFORTH KNOW WE HIM NO MORE." THEREFORE HE BECAME FLESH, AND HAVING BECOME FLESH, "HE TABERNACLED AMONG US," NOT DWELLING WITHOUT US; AND AFTER TABERNACLING AND DWELLING WITHIN US, HE DID NOT CONTINUE IN THE FORM IN WHICH HE FIRST PRESENTED HIMSELF, BUT CAUSED US TO ASCEND TO THE LOFTY MOUNTAIN OF HIS WORD, AND SHOWED US HIS OWN GLORIOUS FORM, AND THE SPLENDOR OF HIS GARMENTS; AND NOT HIS OWN FORM ALONE, BUT THAT ALSO OF THE SPIRITUAL LAW, WHICH IS MOSES, SEEN IN GLORY ALONG WITH JESUS. HE SHOWED TO US, MOREOVER, ALL PROPHECY, WHICH DID NOT PERISH EVEN AFTER HIS INCARNATION, BUT WAS RECEIVED UP INTO HEAVEN, AND WHOSE SYMBOL WAS ELIJAH. AND HE WHO BEHELD THESE THINGS COULD SAY, "WE BEHELD HIS GLORY, THE GLORY AS OF THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER, FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH." CELSUS, THEN, HAS EXHIBITED CONSIDERABLE IGNORANCE IN THE IMAGINARY ANSWER TO HIS QUESTION WHICH HE PUTS INTO OUR MOUTH, "HOW WE THINK WE CAN KNOW GOD? AND HOW WE KNOW WE SHALL BE SAVED BY HIM?" FOR OUR ANSWER IS WHAT WE HAVE JUST STATED. 
CHAP. LXIX. 
CELSUS, HOWEVER, ASSERTS THAT THE ANSWER WHICH WE GIVE IS BASED UPON A PROBABLE CONJECTURE, ADMITTING THAT HE DESCRIBES OUR ANSWER IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS: "SINCE GOD IS GREAT AND DIFFICULT TO SEE, HE PUT HIS OWN SPIRIT INTO A BODY THAT RESEMBLED OURS, AND SENT IT DOWN TO US, THAT WE MIGHT BE ENABLED TO HEAR HIM AND BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH HIM." BUT THE GOD AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL THINGS IS NOT THE ONLY BEING THAT IS GREAT IN OUR JUDGMENT; FOR HE HAS IMPARTED (A SHARE) OF HIMSELF AND HIS GREATNESS TO HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN AND FIRST-BORN OF EVERY CREATURE, IN ORDER THAT HE, BEING THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD, MIGHT PRESERVE, EVEN IN HIS GREATNESS, THE IMAGE OF THE FATHER. FOR IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE THAT THERE COULD EXIST A WELL-PROPORTIONED, SO TO SPEAK, AND BEAUTIFUL IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD, WHICH DID NOT AT THE SAME TIME PRESERVE THE IMAGE OF HIS GREATNESS. GOD, MOREOVER, IS IN OUR JUDGMENT INVISIBLE, BECAUSE HE IS NOT A BODY, WHILE HE CAN BE SEEN BY THOSE WHO SEE WITH THE HEART THAT IS, THE UNDERSTANDING; NOT INDEED WITH ANY KIND OF HEART, BUT WITH ONE WHICH IS PURE. FOR IT IS INCONSISTENT WITH THE FITNESS OF THINGS THAT A POLLUTED HEART SHOULD LOOK UPON GOD; FOR THAT MUST BE ITSELF PURE WHICH WOULD WORTHILY BEHOLD THAT WHICH IS PURE. LET IT BE GRANTED, INDEED, THAT GOD IS "DIFFICULT TO SEE," YET HE IS NOT THE ONLY BEING WHO IS SO; FOR HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN ALSO IS "DIFFICULT TO SEE." FOR GOD THE WORD IS "DIFFICULT TO SEE," AND SO ALSO IS HIS WISDOM, BY WHICH GOD CREATED ALL THINGS. FOR WHO IS CAPABLE OF SEEING THE WISDOM WHICH IS DISPLAYED IN EACH INDIVIDUAL PART OF THE WHOLE SYSTEM OF THINGS, AND BY WHICH GOD CREATED EVERY INDIVIDUAL THING? IT WAS NOT, THEN, BECAUSE GOD WAS "DIFFICULT TO SEE" THAT HE SENT GOD HIS SON TO BE AN OBJECT "EASY TO BE SEEN." AND BECAUSE CELSUS DOES NOT UNDERSTAND THIS, HE HAS REPRESENTED US AS SAYING, "BECAUSE GOD WAS 'DIFFICULT TO SEE,' HE PUT HIS OWN SPIRIT IN A BODY RESEMBLING OURS, AND SENT IT DOWN TO US, THAT WE MIGHT BE ENABLED TO HEAR HIM AND BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH HIM." NOW, AS WE HAVE STATED, THE SON ALSO IS "DIFFICULT TO SEE," BECAUSE HE IS GOD THE WORD, THROUGH WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, AND WHO "TABERNACLED AMONGST US." 
CHAP. LXX. 
IF CELSUS, INDEED, HAD UNDERSTOOD OUR TEACHING REGARDING THE SPIRIT OF GOD, AND HAD KNOWN THAT "AS MANY AS ARE LED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THESE ARE THE SONS OF GOD," HE WOULD NOT HAVE RETURNED TO HIMSELF THE ANSWER WHICH HE REPRESENTS AS COMING FROM US, THAT "GOD PUT HIS OWN SPIRIT INTO A BODY, AND SENT IT DOWN TO US;" FOR GOD IS PERPETUALLY BESTOWING OF HIS OWN SPIRIT TO THOSE WHO ARE CAPABLE OF RECEIVING IT, ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT BY WAY OF DIVISION AND SEPARATION THAT HE DWELLS IN (THE HEARTS OF) THE DESERVING. NOR IS THE SPIRIT, IN OUR OPINION, A "BODY," ANY MORE THAN FIRE IS A "BODY," WHICH GOD IS SAID TO BE IN THE PASSAGE, "OUR GOD IS A CONSUMING FIRE." FOR ALL THESE ARE FIGURATIVE EXPRESSIONS, EMPLOYED TO DENOTE THE NATURE OF "INTELLIGENT BEINGS" BY MEANS OF FAMILIAR AND CORPOREAL TERMS. IN THE SAME WAY, TOO, IF SINS ARE CALLED "WOOD, AND STRAW, AND STUBBLE," WE SHALL NOT MAINTAIN THAT SINS ARE CORPOREAL; AND IF BLESSINGS ARE TERMED "GOLD, AND SILVER, AND PRECIOUS STONES," WE SHALL NOT MAINTAIN THAT BLESSINGS ARE "CORPOREAL;" SO ALSO, IF GOD BE SAID TO BE A FIRE THAT CONSUMES WOOD, AND STRAW, AND STUBBLE, AND ALL SUBSTANCE OF SIN, WE SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND HIM TO BE A "BODY," SO NEITHER DO WE UNDERSTAND HIM TO BE A BODY IF HE SHOULD BE CALLED "FIRE." IN THIS WAY, IF GOD BE CALLED "SPIRIT," WE DO NOT MEAN THAT HE IS A "BODY." FOR IT IS THE CUSTOM OF SCRIPTURE TO GIVE TO "INTELLIGENT BEINGS" THE NAMES OF "SPIRITS" AND "SPIRITUAL THINGS," BY WAY OF DISTINCTION FROM THOSE WHICH ARE THE OBJECTS OF "SENSE;" AS WHEN PAUL SAYS, "BUT OUR SUFFICIENCY IS OF GOD; WHO HATH ALSO MADE US ABLE MINISTERS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT; NOT OF THE LETTER, BUT OF THE SPIRIT; FOR THE LETTER KILLETH, BUT THE SPIRIT GIVETH LIFE," WHERE BY THE "LETTER" HE MEANS THAT "EXPOSITION OF SCRIPTURE WHICH IS APPARENT TO THE SENSES," WHILE BY THE "SPIRIT" THAT WHICH IS THE OBJECT OF THE "UNDERSTANDING." IT IS THE SAME, TOO, WITH THE EXPRESSION, "GOD IS A SPIRIT." AND BECAUSE THE PRESCRIPTIONS OF THE LAW WERE OBEYED BOTH BY SAMARITANS AND JEWS M A CORPOREAL AND LITERAL MANNER, OUR SAVIOR SAID TO THE SAMARITAN WOMAN, "THE HOUR IS COMING, WHEN NEITHER IN JERUSALEM, NOR IN THIS MOUNTAIN, SHALL YE WORSHIP THE FATHER. GOD IS A SPIRIT; AND THEY THAT WORSHIP HIM MUST WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH." AND BY THESE WORDS HE TAUGHT MEN THAT GOD MUST BE WORSHIPPED NOT IN THE FLESH, AND WITH FLESHLY SACRIFICES, BUT IN THE SPIRIT. AND HE WILL BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE A SPIRIT IN PROPORTION AS THE WORSHIP RENDERED TO HIM IS RENDERED IN SPIRIT, AND WITH UNDERSTANDING. IT IS NOT, HOWEVER, WITH IMAGES THAT WE ARE TO WORSHIP THE FATHER, BUT "IN TRUTH," WHICH "CAME BY JESUS CHRIST," AFTER THE GIVING OF THE LAW BY MOSES. FOR WHEN WE TURN TO LORD THE (AND THE LORD IS A SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]), HE TAKES AWAY THE VEIL WHICH LIES UPON THE HEART WHEN MOSES IS READ. 
CHAP. LXXI. 
CELSUS ACCORDINGLY, AS NOT UNDERSTANDING THE DOCTRINE RELATING TO THE SPIRIT OF GOD ("FOR THE NATURAL MAN RECEIVETH NOT THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD, FOR THEY ARE FOOLISHNESS UNTO HIM; NEITHER CAN HE KNOW THEM, BECAUSE THEY ARE SPIRITUALLY DISCERNED"), WEAVES TOGETHER (SUCH A WEB) AS PLEASES HIMSELF, IMAGINING THAT WE, IN CALLING GOD A SPIRIT, DIFFER IN NO RESPECT IN THIS PARTICULAR FROM THE STOICS AMONG THE GREEKS, WHO MAINTAIN THAT "GOD IS A SPIRIT, DIFFUSED THROUGH ALL THINGS, AND CONTAINING ALL THINGS WITHIN HIMSELF." NOW THE SUPERINTENDENCE AND PROVIDENCE OF GOD DOES EXTEND THROUGH ALL THINGS, BUT NOT IN THE WAY THAT SPIRIT DOES, ACCORDING TO THE STOICS. PROVIDENCE INDEED CONTAINS ALL THINGS THAT ARE ITS OBJECTS, AND COMPREHENDS THEM ALL, BUT NOT AS A CONTAINING BODY INCLUDES ITS CONTENTS, BECAUSE THEY ALSO ARE "BODY," BUT AS A DIVINE POWER DOES IT COMPREHEND WHAT IT CONTAINS. ACCORDING TO THE PHILOSOPHERS OF THE PORCH, INDEED, WHO ASSERT THAT PRINCIPLES ARE "CORPOREAL," AND WHO ON THAT ACCOUNT MAKE ALL THINGS PERISHABLE, AND WHO VENTURE EVEN TO MAKE THE GOD OF ALL THINGS CAPABLE OF PERISHING, THE VERY WORD OF GOD, WHO DESCENDS EVEN TO THE LOWEST OF MANKIND, WOULD BE--DID IT NOT APPEAR TO THEM TO BE TOO GROSS AN INCONGRUITY--NOTHING ELSE THAN A "CORPOREAL" SPIRIT; WHEREAS, IN OUR OPINION,--WHO ENDEAVOR TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THE RATIONAL SOUL IS SUPERIOR TO ALL "CORPOREAL" NATURE, AND THAT IT IS AN INVISIBLE SUBSTANCE, AND INCORPOREAL,--GOD THE WORD, BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, WHO CAME, IN ORDER THAT ALL THINGS MIGHT BE MADE BY THE WORD, NOT TO MEN ONLY, BUT TO WHAT ARE DEEMED THE VERY LOWEST OF THINGS, UNDER THE DOMINION OF NATURE ALONE, WOULD BE NO BODY. THE STOICS, THEN, MAY CONSIGN ALL THINGS TO DESTRUCTION BY FIRE; WE, HOWEVER, KNOW OF NO INCORPOREAL SUBSTANCE THAT IS DESTRUCTIBLE BY FIRE, NOR (DO WE BELIEVE) THAT THE SOUL OF MAN, OR THE SUBSTANCE OF "ANGELS," OR OF "THRONES," OR DOMINIONS," OR "PRINCIPALITIES," OR "POWERS," CAN BE DISSOLVED BY FIRE. 
CHAP. LXXII. 
IT IS THEREFORE IN VAIN THAT CELSUS ASSERTS, AS ONE WHO KNOWS NOT THE NATURE OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THAT "AS THE SON OF GOD, WHO EXISTED IN A HUMAN BODY, IS A SPIRIT, THIS VERY SON OF GOD WOULD NOT BE IMMORTAL." HE NEXT BECOMES CONFUSED IN HIS STATEMENTS, AS IF THERE WERE SOME OF US WHO DID NOT ADMIT THAT GOD IS A SPIRIT, BUT MAINTAIN THAT ONLY WITH REGARD TO HIS SON, AND HE THINKS THAT HE CAN ANSWER US BY SAYING THAT THERE "IS NO KIND OF SPIRIT WHICH LASTS FOR EVER." THIS IS MUCH THE SAME AS IF, WHEN WE TERM GOD A "CONSUMING FIRE," HE, WERE TO SAY THAT THERE "IS NO KIND OF FIRE WHICH LASTS FOR EVER;" NOT OBSERVING THE SENSE IN WHICH WE SAY THAT OUR GOD IS A FIRE, AND WHAT THE THINGS ARE WHICH HE CONSUMES, VIZ., SINS, AND WICKEDNESS. FOR IT BECOMES A GOD OF GOODNESS, AFTER EACH INDIVIDUAL HAS SHOWN, BY HIS EFFORTS, WHAT KIND OF COMBATANT HE HAS BEEN, TO CONSUME VICE BY THE FIRE OF HIS CHASTISEMENTS. HE PROCEEDS, IN THE NEXT PLACE, TO ASSUME WHAT WE DO NOT MAINTAIN, THAT "GOD MUST NECESSARILY HAVE GIVEN UP THE GHOST;" FROM WHICH ALSO IT FOLLOWS THAT JESUS COULD NOT HAVE RISEN AGAIN WITH HIS BODY. FOR GOD WOULD NOT HAVE RECEIVED BACK THE SPIRIT WHICH HE HAD SURRENDERED AFTER IT HAD BEEN STAINED BY CONTACT WITH THE BODY. IT IS FOOLISH, HOWEVER, FOR US TO ANSWER STATEMENTS AS OURS WHICH WERE NEVER MADE BY US. 
CHAP. LXXIII. 
HE PROCEEDS TO REPEAT HIMSELF, AND AFTER SAYING A GREAT DEAL WHICH HE HAD SAID BEFORE, AND RIDICULING THE BIRTH OF GOD FROM A VIRGIN, TO WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY REPLIED AS WE BEST COULD, HE ADDS THE FOLLOWING: "IF GOD HAD WISHED TO SEND DOWN HIS SPIRIT FROM HIMSELF, WHAT NEED WAS THERE TO BREATHE IT INTO THE WOMB OF A WOMAN? FOR AS ONE WHO KNEW ALREADY HOW TO FORM MEN, HE COULD ALSO HAVE FASHIONED A BODY FOR THIS PERSON, WITHOUT CASTING HIS OWN SPIRIT INTO SO MUCH POLLUTION; AND IN THIS WAY HE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN RECEIVED WITH INCREDULITY, IF HE HAD DERIVED HIS EXISTENCE IMMEDIATELY FROM ABOVE." HE HAD MADE THESE REMARKS, BECAUSE HE KNOWS NOT THE PURE AND VIRGIN BIRTH, UNACCOMPANIED BY ANY CORRUPTION, OF THAT BODY WHICH WAS TO MINISTER TO THE SALVATION OF MEN. FOR, QUOTING THE SAYINGS OF THE STOICS, AND AFFECTING NOT TO KNOW THE DOCTRINE ABOUT "THINGS INDIFFERENT," HE THINKS THAT THE DIVINE NATURE WAS CAST AMID POLLUTION, AND WAS STAINED EITHER BY BEING IN THE BODY OF A WOMAN, UNTIL A BODY WAS FORMED AROUND IT, OR BY ASSUMING A BODY. AND IN THIS HE ACTS LIKE THOSE WHO IMAGINE THAT THE SUN'S RAYS ARE POLLUTED BY DUNG [SHIT] AND BY FOUL-SMELLING BODIES, AND DO NOT REMAIN PURE AMID SUCH THINGS. IF, HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO THE VIEW OF CELSUS, THE BODY OF JESUS HAD BEEN FASHIONED WITHOUT GENERATION, THOSE WHO BEHELD THE BODY WOULD AT ONCE HAVE BELIEVED THAT IT HAD NOT BEEN FORMED BY GENERATION; AND YET AN OBJECT, WHEN SEEN, DOES NOT AT THE SAME TIME INDICATE THE NATURE OF THAT FROM WHICH IT HAS DERIVED ITS ORIGIN. FOR EXAMPLE, SUPPOSE THAT THERE, WERE SOME HONEY (PLACED BEFORE ONE) WHICH HAD NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED BY BEES, NO ONE COULD TELL FROM THE TASTE OR SIGHT THAT IT WAS NOT THEIR WORKMANSHIP, BECAUSE THE HONEY WHICH COMES FROM BEES DOES NOT MAKE KNOWN ITS ORIGIN BY THE SENSES, BUT EXPERIENCE ALONE CAN TELL THAT IT DOES NOT PROCEED FROM THEM. IN THE SAME WAY, TOO, EXPERIENCE TEACHES THAT WINE COMES FROM THE VINE, FOR TASTE DOES NOT ENABLE US TO DISTINGUISH (THE WINE) WHICH COMES FROM THE VINE. IN THE SAME MANNER, THEREFORE, THE VISIBLE BODY DOES NOT MAKE KNOWN THE MANNER OF ITS EXISTENCE. AND YOU WILL BE INDUCED TO ACCEPT THIS VIEW, BY (REGARDING) THE HEAVENLY BODIES, WHOSE EXISTENCE AND SPLENDOR WE PERCEIVE AS WE GAZE AT THEM; AND YET, I PRESUME, THEIR APPEARANCE DOES NOT SUGGEST TO US WHETHER THEY ARE CREATED OR UNCREATED; AND ACCORDINGLY, DIFFERENT OPINIONS HAVE EXISTED ON THESE POINTS. AND YET THOSE WHO SAY THAT THEY ARE CREATED ARE NOT AGREED AS TO THE MANNER OF THEIR CREATION, FOR THEIR APPEARANCE DOES NOT SUGGEST IT, ALTHOUGH THE FORCE OF REASON MAY HAVE DISCOVERED THAT THEY ARE CREATED, AND HOW THEIR CREATION WAS, EFFECTED. 
CHAP. LXXIV. 
AFTER THIS HE RETURNS TO THE SUBJECT OF MARCION'S OPINIONS (HAVING ALREADY SPOKEN FREQUENTLY OF THEM), AND STATES SOME OF THEM CORRECTLY, WHILE OTHERS HE HAS MISUNDERSTOOD; THESE, HOWEVER, IT IS NOT NECESSARY FOR US TO ANSWER OR REFUTE. AGAIN, AFTER THIS HE BRINGS FORWARD THE VARIOUS ARGUMENTS THAT MAY BE URGED ON MARCION'S BEHALF, AND ALSO AGAINST HIM, ENUMERATING WHAT THE OPINIONS ARE WHICH EXONERATE HIM FROM THE CHARGES, AND WHAT EXPOSE HIM TO THEM; AND WHEN HE DESIRES TO SUPPORT THE STATEMENT WHICH DECLARES THAT JESUS HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY,--IN ORDER TO FOUND A CHARGE AGAINST MARCION AND HIS FOLLOWERS,--HE DISTINCTLY ASKS, "HOW COULD HE, WHO WAS PUNISHED IN SUCH A MANNER, BE SHOWN TO BE GOD'S SON, UNLESS THESE THINGS HAD BEEN PREDICTED OF HIM?" HE NEXT PROCEEDS TO JEST, AND, AS HIS CUSTOM IS, TO POUR RIDICULE UPON THE SUBJECT, INTRODUCING "TWO SONS OF GOD, ONE THE SON OF THE CREATOR, AND THE OTHER THE SON OF MARCION'S GOD; AND HE PORTRAYS THEIR SINGLE COMBATS, SAYING THAT THE THEOMACHIES OF THE FATHERS ARE LIKE THE BATTLES BETWEEN QUAILS; OR THAT THE FATHERS, BECOMING USELESS THROUGH AGE, AND FALLING INTO THEIR DOTAGE DO NOT MEDDLE AT ALL WITH ONE ANOTHER, BUT LEAVE THEIR SONS TO FIGHT IT OUT." THE REMARK WHICH HE MADE FORMERLY WE WILL TURN AGAINST HIMSELF: "WHAT OLD WOMAN WOULD NOT BE ASHAMED TO LULL A CHILD TO SLEEP WITH SUCH STORIES AS HE HAS INSERTED IN THE WORK WHICH HE ENTITLES A TRUE DISCOURSE? FOR WHEN HE OUGHT SERIOUSLY TO APPLY HIMSELF TO ARGUMENT, HE LEAVES SERIOUS ARGUMENT ASIDE, AND BETAKES HIMSELF TO JESTING AND BUFFOONERY, IMAGINING THAT HE IS WRITING MIMES OR SCOFFING VERSES; NOT OBSERVING THAT SUCH A METHOD OF PROCEDURE DEFEATS HIS PURPOSE, WHICH IS TO MAKE US ABANDON CHRISTIANITY AND GIVE IN OUR ADHERENCE TO HIS OPINIONS, WHICH, PERHAPS, HAD THEY BEEN STATED WITH SOME DEGREE OF GRAVITY, WOULD HAVE APPEARED MORE LIKELY TO CONVINCE, WHEREAS SINCE HE CONTINUES TO RIDICULE, AND SCOFF, AND PLAY THE BUFFOON, WE ANSWER THAT IT IS BECAUSE HE HAS NO ARGUMENT OF WEIGHT (FOR SUCH HE NEITHER HAD, NOR COULD UNDERSTAND) THAT HE HAS BETAKEN HIMSELF TO SUCH DRIVELLING." 
CHAP. LXXV. 
TO THE PRECEDING REMARKS HE ADDS THE FOLLOWING: "SINCE A DIVINE SPIRIT INHABITED THE BODY (OF JESUS), IT MUST CERTAINLY HAVE BEEN DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF OTHER BEINGS, IN RESPECT OF GRANDEUR, OR BEAUTY, OR STRENGTH, OR VOICE, OR IMPRESSIVENESS, OR PERSUASIVENESS. FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT HE, TO WHOM WAS IMPARTED SOME DIVINE QUALITY BEYOND OTHER BEINGS, SHOULD NOT DIFFER FROM OTHERS; WHEREAS THIS PERSON DID NOT DIFFER IN ANY RESPECT FROM ANOTHER, BUT WAS, AS THEY REPORT, LITTLE, AND ILL-FAVORED, AND IGNOBLE." NOW IT IS EVIDENT BY THESE WORDS, THAT WHEN CELSUS WISHES TO BRING A CHARGE AGAINST JESUS, HE ADDUCES THE SACRED WRITINGS, AS ONE WHO BELIEVED THEM TO BE WRITINGS APPARENTLY FITTED TO AFFORD A HANDLE FOR A CHARGE AGAINST HIM; BUT WHEREVER, IN THE SAME WRITINGS, STATEMENTS WOULD APPEAR TO BE MADE OPPOSED TO THOSE CHARGES WHICH ARE ADDUCED, HE PRETENDS NOT EVEN TO KNOW THEM! THERE ARE, INDEED, ADMITTED TO BE RECORDED SOME STATEMENTS RESPECTING THE BODY OF JESUS HAVING BEEN "ILL-FAVORED;" NOT, HOWEVER, "IGNOBLE," AS HAS BEEN STATED, NOR IS THERE ANY CERTAIN EVIDENCE THAT HE WAS "LITTLE." THE LANGUAGE OF ISAIAH RUNS AS FOLLOWS, WHO PROPHESIED REGARDING HIM THAT HE WOULD COME AND VISIT THE MULTITUDE, NOT IN COMELINESS OF FORM, NOR IN ANY SURPASSING BEAUTY: "LORD, WHO HATH BELIEVED OUR REPORT, AND TO WHOM WAS THE [TERRIBLE] ARM OF THE LORD REVEALED? HE MADE ANNOUNCEMENT BEFORE HIM, AS A CHILD, AS A ROOT IN A THIRSTY GROUND. HE HAS NO FORM NOR GLORY, AND WE BEHELD HIM, AND HE HAD NO FORM NOR BEAUTY; BUT HIS FORM WAS WITHOUT HONOUR, AND INFERIOR TO THAT OF THE SONS OF MEN." THESE PASSAGES, THEN, CELSUS LISTENED TO, BECAUSE HE THOUGHT THEY WERE OF USE TO HIM IN BRINGING A CHARGE AGAINST JESUS; BUT HE PAID NO ATTENTION TO THE WORDS OF THE 45TH PSALM, AND WHY IT IS THEN SAID, "GIRD THY SWORD UPON THY THIGH, O MOST MIGHTY, WITH THY COMELINESS AND BEAUTY; AND CONTINUE, AND PROSPER, AND REIGN." 
CHAP. LXXVI. 
LET IT BE SUPPOSED, HOWEVER, THAT HE HAD NOT READ THE PROPHECY, OR THAT HE HAD READ IT, BUT HAD BEEN DRAWN AWAY BY THOSE WHO MISINTERPRETED IT AS NOT BEING SPOKEN OF JESUS CHRIST. WHAT HAS HE TO SAY OF THE GOSPEL, IN THE NARRATIVES OF WHICH JESUS ASCENDED UP INTO A HIGH MOUNTAIN, AND WAS TRANSFIGURED BEFORE THE DISCIPLES, AND WAS SEEN IN GLORY, WHEN BOTH MOSES: AND ELIAS, "BEING SEEN IN GLORY, SPAKE OF THE DECEASE WHICH HE WAS ABOUT TO ACCOMPLISH AT JERUSALEM?" OR WHEN THE PROPHET SAYS, "WE BEHELD HIM, AND HE HAD NO FORM NOR BEAUTY," ETC.? AND CELSUS ACCEPTS THIS PROPHECY AS REFERRING TO JESUS, BEING BLINDED IN SO ACCEPTING IT,! AND NOT SEEING THAT IT IS A GREAT PROOF THAT THE JESUS WHO APPEARED TO BE "WITHOUT FORM" WAS THE SON OF GOD, THAT HIS VERY APPEARANCE SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY MANY YEARS BEFORE HIS BIRTH. BUT IF ANOTHER PROPHET SPEAK OF HIS COMELINESS AND BEAUTY, HE WILL NO LONGER ACCEPT THE PROPHECY AS REFERRING TO CHRIST AND IF IT WERE TO BE CLEARLY ASCERTAINED FROM THE GOSPELS THAT "HE HAD NO FORM NOR BEAUTY, BUT THAT HIS APPEARANCE WAS WITHOUT HONOR, AND INFERIOR TO THAT OF THE SONS OF MEN," IT MIGHT BE SAID THAT IT WAS NOT WITH REFERENCE TO THE PROPHETIC WRITINGS, BUT TO THE GOSPELS, THAT CELSUS MADE HIS REMARKS. BUT NOW, AS NEITHER THE GOSPELS NOR THE APOSTOLIC WRITINGS INDICATE THAT "HE HAD NO FORM NOR BEAUTY," IT IS EVIDENT THAT WE MUST ACCEPT THE DECLARATION OF THE PROPHETS AS TRUE OF CHRIST, AND THIS WILL PREVENT THE CHARGE AGAINST JESUS FROM BEING ADVANCED. 
CHAP. LXXVII. 
BUT AGAIN, HOW DID HE WHO SAID, "SINCE A DIVINE SPIRIT INHABITED THE BODY (OF JESUS), IT MUST CERTAINLY HAVE BEEN DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF OTHER BEINGS IN RESPECT OF GRANDEUR, OR VOICE, OR STRENGTH, OR IMPRESSIVENESS, OR PERSUASIVENESS," NOT OBSERVE THE CHANGING RELATION OF HIS BODY ACCORDING TO THE CAPACITY OF THE SPECTATORS (AND THEREFORE ITS CORRESPONDING UTILITY), INASMUCH AS IT APPEARED TO EACH ONE OF SUCH A NATURE AS IT WAS REQUISITE FOR HIM TO BEHOLD IT? MOREOVER IT IS NOT A SUBJECT OF WONDER THAT THE MATTER, WHICH IS BY NATURE SUSCEPTIBLE OF BEING ALTERED AND CHANGED, AND OF BEING TRANSFORMED INTO ANYTHING WHICH THE CREATOR CHOOSES, AND IS CAPABLE OF RECEIVING ALL THE QUALITIES WHICH THE ARTIFICER DESIRES, SHOULD AT ONE TIME POSSESS A QUALITY, AGREEABLY TO WHICH IT IS SAID, "HE HAD NO FORM NOR BEAUTY," AND AT ANOTHER, ONE SO GLORIOUS, AND MAJESTIC, AND MARVELOUS, THAT THE SPECTATORS OF SUCH SURPASSING LOVELINESS--THREE DISCIPLES WHO HAD ASCENDED (THE MOUNT) WITH JESUS--SHOULD FALL UPON THEIR FACES. HE WILL SAY, HOWEVER, THAT THESE ARE INVENTIONS, AND IN NO RESPECT DIFFERENT FROM MYTHS, AS ARE ALSO THE OTHER MARVELS RELATED OF JESUS; WHICH OBJECTION WE HAVE ANSWERED AT GREATER LENGTH IN WHAT HAS GONE BEFORE. BUT THERE IS ALSO SOMETHING MYSTICAL IN THIS DOCTRINE, WHICH ANNOUNCES THAT THE VARYING APPEARANCES OF JESUS ARE TO BE REFERRED TO THE NATURE OF THE DIVINE WORD, WHO DOES NOT SHOW HIMSELF IN THE SAME MANNER TO THE MULTITUDE AS HE DOES TO THOSE WHO ARE CAPABLE OF FOLLOWING HIM TO THE HIGH MOUNTAIN WHICH WE HAVE MENTIONED; FOR TO THOSE WHO STILL REMAIN BELOW, AND ARE NOT YET PREPARED TO ASCEND, THE WORD "HAS NEITHER FORM NOR BEAUTY," BECAUSE TO SUCH PERSONS HIS FORM IS "WITHOUT HONOR," AND INFERIOR TO THE WORDS GIVEN FORTH BY MEN, WHICH ARE FIGURATIVELY TERMED "SONS OF MEN." FOR WE MIGHT SAY THAT THE WORDS OF PHILOSOPHERS--WHO ARE "SONS OF MEN"--APPEAR FAR MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN THE WORD OF GOD, WHO IS PROCLAIMED TO THE MULTITUDE, AND WHO ALSO EXHIBITS (WHAT IS CALLED) THE "FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING," AND ON ACCOUNT OF THIS APPARENT "FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING" THOSE WHO LOOK AT THIS ALONE SAY, "WE SAW HIM; BUT HE HAD NO FORM NOR BEAUTY." TO THOSE, INDEED, WHO HAVE RECEIVED POWER TO FOLLOW HIM, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY ATTEND HIM EVEN WHEN HE ASCENDS TO THE "LOFTY MOUNT," HE HAS A DIVINER APPEARANCE, WHICH THEY BEHOLD, IF THERE HAPPENS TO BE (AMONG THEM) A PETER, WHO HAS RECEIVED WITHIN HIMSELF THE EDIFICE OF THE CHURCH BASED UPON THE WORD, AND WHO HAS GAINED SUCH A HABIT (OF GOODNESS) THAT NONE OF THE GATES OF HADES WILL PREVAIL AGAINST HIM, HAVING BEEN EXALTED BY THE WORD FROM THE GATES OF DEATH, THAT HE MAY "PUBLISH THE PRAISES OF GOD IN THE GATES OF THE DAUGHTER OF SION," AND ANY OTHERS WHO HAVE DERIVED THEIR BIRTH FROM IMPRESSIVE PREACHING, AND WHO ARE NOT AT ALL INFERIOR TO "SONS OF THUNDER." BUT HOW CAN CELSUS AND THE ENEMIES OF THE DIVINE WORD, AND THOSE WHO HAVE NOT EXAMINED THE DOCTRINES OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, KNOW THE MEANING OF THE DIFFERENT APPEARANCES OF JESUS? AND I REFER ALSO TO THE DIFFERENT STAGES OF HIS LIFE, AND TO ANY ACTIONS PERFORMED BY HIM BE FORE HIS SUFFERINGS, AND AFTER HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD. 
CHAP. LXXVIII. 
CELSUS NEXT MAKES CERTAIN OBSERVATIONS OF THE FOLLOWING NATURE: "AGAIN, IF GOD, LIKE JUPITER IN THE COMEDY, SHOULD, ON AWAKING FROM A LENGTHENED SLUMBER, DESIRE TO RESCUE THE HUMAN RACE FROM EVIL, WHY DID HE SEND THIS SPIRIT OF WHICH YOU SPEAK INTO ONE CORNER (OF THE EARTH)? HE OUGHT TO HAVE BREATHED IT ALIKE INTO MANY BODIES, AND HAVE SENT THEM OUT INTO ALL THE WORLD. NOW THE COMIC POET, TO CAUSE LAUGHTER IN THE THEATRE, WROTE THAT JUPITER, AFTER AWAKENING, DISPATCHED MERCURY TO THE ATHENIANS AND LACEDAEMONIANS; BUT DO NOT YOU THINK THAT YOU HAVE MADE THE SON OF GOD MORE RIDICULOUS IN SENDING HIM TO THE JEWS?" OBSERVE IN SUCH LANGUAGE AS THIS THE IRREVERENT CHARACTER OF CELSUS, WHO, UNLIKE A PHILOSOPHER, TAKES THE WRITER OF A COMEDY, WHOSE BUSINESS IS TO CAUSE LAUGHTER, AND COMPARES OUR GOD, THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, TO THE BEING WHO, AS REPRESENTED IN THE PLAY, ON AWAKING, DISPATCHES MERCURY (ON AN ERRAND)! WE STATED, INDEED, IN WHAT PRECEDES, THAT IT WAS NOT AS IF AWAKENING FROM A LENGTHENED SLUMBER THAT GOD SENT JESUS TO THE HUMAN RACE, WHO HAS NOW, FOR GOOD REASONS, FULFILLED THE ECONOMY OF HIS INCARNATION, BUT WHO HAS ALWAYS CONFERRED BENEFITS UPON THE HUMAN RACE. FOR NO NOBLE DEED HAS EVER BEEN PERFORMED AMONGST MEN, WHERE THE DIVINE WORD DID NOT VISIT THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO WERE CAPABLE, ALTHOUGH FOR A LITTLE TIME, OF ADMITTING SUCH OPERATIONS OF THE DIVINE WORD. MOREOVER, THE ADVENT OF JESUS APPARENTLY TO ONE CORNER (OF THE EARTH) WAS FOUNDED ON GOOD REASONS, SINCE IT WAS NECESSARY THAT HE WHO WAS THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY SHOULD MAKE HIS APPEARANCE AMONG THOSE WHO HAD BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THE DOCTRINE OF ONE GOD, AND WHO PERUSED THE WRITINGS OF HIS PROPHETS, AND WHO HAD COME TO KNOW THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF CHRIST, AND THAT HE SHOULD COME TO THEM AT A TIME WHEN THE WORD WAS ABOUT TO BE DIFFUSED FROM ONE CORNER OVER THE WHOLE WORLD. 
CHAP. LXXIX. 
AND THEREFORE, THERE WAS NO NEED THAT THERE SHOULD EVERYWHERE EXIST MANY BODIES, AND MANY SPIRITS LIKE JESUS, IN ORDER THAT THE WHOLE WORLD OF MEN MIGHT BE ENLIGHTENED BY THE WORD OF GOD. FOR THE ONE WORD WAS ENOUGH, HAVING ARISEN AS THE "SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS," TO SEND FORTH FROM JUDEA HIS COMING RAYS INTO THE SOUL OF ALL WHO WERE WILLING TO RECEIVE HIM. BUT IF ANY ONE DESIRES TO SEE MANY BODIES FILLED WITH A DIVINE SPIRIT, SIMILAR TO THE ONE CHRIST, MINISTERING TO THE SALVATION OF MEN EVERYWHERE, LET HIM TAKE NOTE OF THOSE WHO TEACH THE GOSPEL OF JESUS IN ALL LANDS IN SOUNDNESS OF DOCTRINE AND UPRIGHTNESS OF LIFE, AND WHO ARE THEMSELVES TERMED "CHRIST’S" BY THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, IN THE PASSAGE, "TOUCH NOT MINE ANOINTED, AND DO NOT MY PROPHETS ANY HARM." FOR AS WE HAVE HEARD THAT ANTICHRIST COMETH, AND YET HAVE LEARNED THAT THERE ARE MANY ANTICHRISTS IN THE WORLD, IN THE SAME WAY, KNOWING THAT CHRIST HAS COME, WE SEE THAT, OWING TO HIM, THERE ARE MANY CHRIST’S IN THE WORLD, WHO, LIKE HIM, HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED INIQUITY, AND THEREFORE GOD, THE GOD OF CHRIST, ANOINTED THEM ALSO WITH THE "OIL OF GLADNESS." BUT INASMUCH AS HE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED INIQUITY ABOVE THOSE WHO WERE HIS PARTNERS, HE ALSO OBTAINED THE FIRST-FRUITS OF HIS ANOINTING, AND, IF WE MUST SO TERM IT, THE ENTIRE UNCTION OF THE OIL OF GLADNESS; WHILE THEY WHO WERE HIS PARTNERS SHARED ALSO IN HIS UNCTION, IN PROPORTION TO THEIR INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY. THEREFORE, SINCE CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH, SO THAT CHRIST AND THE CHURCH FORM ONE BODY, THE OINTMENT DESCENDED FROM THE HEAD TO THE BEARD OF AARON, THE SYMBOLS OF THE PERFECT MAN, AND THIS OINTMENT IN ITS DESCENT REACHED TO THE VERY SKIRT OF HIS GARMENT. THIS IS MY ANSWER TO THE IRREVERENT LANGUAGE OF CELSUS WHEN HE SAYS, "HE OUGHT TO HAVE BREATHED (HIS SPIRIT) ALIKE INTO MANY BODIES, AND HAVE SENT IT FORTH INTO ALL THE WORLD." THE COMIC POET, INDEED, TO CAUSE LAUGHTER, HAS REPRESENTED JUPITER ASLEEP AND AWAKING FROM SLUMBER, AND DISPATCHING MERCURY TO THE GREEKS; BUT THE WORD, KNOWING THAT THE NATURE OF GOD IS UNAFFECTED BY SLEEP, MAY TEACH US THAT GOD ADMINISTERS IN DUE SEASON, AND AS RIGHT REASON DEMANDS, THE AFFAIRS OF THE WORLD. IT IS 'NOT, HOWEVER, A MATTER OF SURPRISE THAT, OWING TO THE GREATNESS AND INCOMPREHENSIBILITY OF THE DIVINE JUDGMENTS, IGNORANT PERSONS SHOULD MAKE MISTAKES, AND CELSUS AMONG THEM. THERE IS THEREFORE NOTHING RIDICULOUS IN THE SON OF GOD HAVING BEEN SENT TO THE JEWS, AMONGST WHOM THE PROPHETS HAD APPEARED, IN ORDER THAT, MAKING A COMMENCEMENT AMONG THEM IN A BODILY SHAPE, HE MIGHT ARISE WITH MIGHT AND POWER UPON A WORLD OF SOULS, WHICH NO LONGER DESIRED TO REMAIN DESERTED BY GOD. 
CHAP. LXXX. 
AFTER THIS, IT SEEMED PROPER TO CELSUS TO TERM THE CHALDEANS A MOST DIVINELY-INSPIRED NATION FROM THE VERY EARLIEST TIMES, FROM WHOM THE DELUSIVE SYSTEM OF ASTROLOGY HAS SPREAD ABROAD AMONG MEN. NAY, HE RANKS THE MAGI ALSO IN THE SAME CATEGORY, FROM WHOM THE ART OF MAGIC DERIVED ITS NAME AND HAS BEEN TRANSMITTED TO OTHER NATIONS, TO THE CORRUPTION AND DESTRUCTION OF THOSE WHO EMPLOY IT. IN THE PRECEDING PART OF THIS WORK, (WE MENTIONED) THAT, IN THE OPINION EVEN OF CELSUS, THE EGYPTIANS ALSO WERE GUILTY OF ERROR, BECAUSE THEY HAD INDEED SOLEMN ENCLOSURES AROUND WHAT THEY CONSIDERED THEIR TEMPLES, WHILE WITHIN THEM THERE WAS NOTHING SAVE APES, OR CROCODILES, OR GOATS, OR ASPS, OR SOME OTHER ANIMAL; BUT ON THE PRESENT OCCASION IT PLEASES HIM TO SPEAK OF THE EGYPTIAN PEOPLE TOO AS MOST DIVINELY INSPIRED, AND THAT, TOO, FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES,--PERHAPS BECAUSE THEY MADE WAR UPON THE JEWS FROM AN EARLY DATE. THE PERSIANS, MOREOVER, WHO MARRY THEIR OWN MOTHERS, AND HAVE INTERCOURSE WITH THEIR OWN DAUGHTERS, ARE, IN THE OPINION OF CELSUS, AN INSPIRED RACE; NAY, EVEN. THE INDIANS ARE SO, SOME OF WHOM, IN THE PRECEDING, HE MENTIONED AS EATERS OF HUMAN FLESH. TO THE JEWS, HOWEVER, ESPECIALLY THOSE OF ANCIENT TIMES, WHO EMPLOY NONE OF THESE PRACTICES, HE DID NOT MERELY REFUSE THE NAME OF INSPIRED, BUT DECLARED THAT THEY WOULD IMMEDIATELY PERISH. AND THIS PREDICTION HE UTTERED RESPECTING THEM, AS BEING DOUBTLESS ENDUED WITH PROPHETIC POWER, NOT OBSERVING THAT THE WHOLE HISTORY OF THE JEWS, AND THEIR ANCIENT AND VENERABLE POLITY, WERE ADMINISTERED BY GOD; AND THAT IT IS BY THEIR FALL THAT SALVATION HAS COME TO THE GENTILES, AND THAT "THEIR FALL IS THE RICHES OF THE WORLD, AND THE DIMINISHING OF THEM THE RICHES OF THE GENTILES," UNTIL THE FULNESS OF THE GENTILES COME, THAT AFTER THAT THE WHOLE OF ISRAEL, WHOM CELSUS DOES NOT KNOW, MAY BE SAVED. 
CHAP. LXXXI. 
I DO NOT UNDERSTAND, HOWEVER, HOW HE SHOULD SAY OF GOD, THAT ALTHOUGH "KNOWING ALL THINGS, HE WAS NOT AWARE OF THIS, THAT HE WAS SENDING HIS SON AMONGST WICKED MEN, WHO WERE BOTH TO BE GUILTY OF SIN, AND TO INFLICT PUNISHMENT UPON HIM." CERTAINLY, HE APPEARS, IN THE PRESENT INSTANCE, TO HAVE FORGOTTEN THAT ALL THE SUFFERINGS WHICH JESUS WAS TO UNDERGO WERE FORESEEN BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, AND FORETOLD BY HIS PROPHETS; FROM WHICH IT DOES NOT FOLLOW THAT "GOD DID NOT KNOW THAT HE WAS SENDING HIS SON AMONGST WICKED AND SINFUL MEN, WHO WERE ALSO TO INFLICT PUNISHMENT UPON HIM." HE IMMEDIATELY ADDS, HOWEVER, THAT "OUR DEFENSE ON THIS POINT IS THAT ALL THESE THINGS WERE PREDICTED." BUT AS OUR SIXTH BOOK HAS NOW ATTAINED SUFFICIENT DIMENSIONS, WE SHALL STOP HERE, AND BEGIN, GOD WILLING, THE ARGUMENT OF THE SEVENTH, IN WHICH WE SHALL CONSIDER THE REASONS WHICH HE THINKS FURNISH AN ANSWER TO OUR STATEMENT, THAT EVERYTHING REGARDING JESUS WAS FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS; AND AS THESE ARE NUMEROUS, AND REQUIRE TO BE ANSWERED AT LENGTH, WE WISHED NEITHER TO CUT THE SUBJECT SHORT, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE SIZE OF THE PRESENT BOOK, NOR, IN ORDER TO AVOID DOING SO, TO SWELL THIS SIXTH BOOK BEYOND ITS PROPER PROPORTIONS. 
ORIGEN: CONTRA CELSUM - BOOK 7
BOOK VII.
CHAP. I. 
IN THE SIX FORMER BOOKS WE HAVE ENDEAVORED, REVEREND BROTHER AMBROSIUS, ACCORDING TO OUR ABILITY TO MEET THE CHARGES BROUGHT BY CELSUS AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS, AND HAVE AS FAR AS POSSIBLE PASSED OVER NOTHING WITHOUT FIRST SUBJECTING IT TO A FULL AND CLOSE EXAMINATION. AND NOW, WHILE WE ENTER UPON THE SEVENTH BOOK, WE CALL UPON GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, WHOM CELSUS ACCUSES, THAT HE WHO IS THE TRUTH OF GOD WOULD SHED LIGHT INTO OUR HEARTS AND SCATTER THE DARKNESS OF ERROR, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THAT SAYING OF THE PROPHET WHICH WE NOW OFFER AS OUR PRAYER, "DESTROY THEM BY THY TRUTH." FOR IT IS EVIDENTLY THE WORDS AND REASONINGS OPPOSED TO THE TRUTH THAT GOD DESTROYS BY HIS TRUTH; SO THAT WHEN THESE ARE DESTROYED, ALL WHO ARE DELIVERED FROM DECEPTION MAY GO ON WITH THE PROPHET TO SAY, "I WILL FREELY SACRIFICE UNTO THEE," AND MAY OFFER TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] A REASONABLE AND SMOKELESS SACRIFICE. 
CHAP. II. 
CELSUS NOW SETS HIMSELF TO COMBAT THE VIEWS OF THOSE WHO SAY THAT THE JEWISH PROPHETS FORETOLD EVENTS WHICH HAPPENED IN THE LIFE OF CHRIST JESUS. AT THE OUTSET LET US REFER TO A NOTION HE HAS, THAT THOSE WHO ASSUME THE EXISTENCE OF ANOTHER GOD BESIDES THE GOD OF THE JEWS HAVE NO GROUND ON WHICH TO ANSWER HIS OBJECTIONS; WHILE WE WHO RECOGNIZE THE SAME GOD RELY FOR OUR DEFENSE ON THE PROPHECIES WHICH WERE DELIVERED CONCERNING JESUS CHRIST. HIS WORDS ARE: "LET US SEE HOW THEY CAN RAISE A DEFENSE. TO THOSE WHO ADMIT ANOTHER GOD, NO DEFENSE IS POSSIBLE; AND THEY WHO RECOGNIZE THE SAME GOD WILL ALWAYS FALL BACK UPON THE SAME REASON 'THIS AND THAT MUST HAVE HAPPENED.' AND WHY? 'BECAUSE IT HAD BEEN PREDICTED LONG BEFORE.'" TO THIS WE ANSWER, THAT THE ARGUMENTS RECENTLY RAISED BY CELSUS AGAINST JESUS AND CHRISTIANS WERE SO UTTERLY FEEBLE, THAT THEY MIGHT EASILY BE OVERTHROWN EVEN BY THOSE WHO ARE IMPIOUS ENOUGH TO BRING IN ANOTHER GOD. INDEED, WERE IT NOT DANGEROUS TO GIVE TO THE WEAK ANY EXCUSE FOR EMBRACING FALSE NOTIONS, WE COULD FURNISH THE ANSWER OURSELVES, AND SHOW CELSUS HOW UNFOUNDED IS HIS OPINION, THAT THOSE WHO ADMIT ANOTHER GOD ARE NOT IN A POSITION TO MEET HIS ARGUMENTS. HOWEVER, LET US FOR THE PRESENT CONFINE OURSELVES TO A DEFENSE OF THE PROPHETS, IN CONTINUATION OF WHAT WE HAVE SAID ON THE SUBJECT BEFORE. 
CHAP. III. 
CELSUS GOES ON TO SAY OF US: "THEY SET NO VALUE ON THE ORACLES OF THE PYTHIAN PRIESTESS, OF THE PRIESTS OF DODONA, OF CLARUS, OF BRANCHIDAE, OF JUPITER AMMON, AND OF A MULTITUDE OF OTHERS; ALTHOUGH UNDER THEIR GUIDANCE WE MAY SAY THAT COLONIES WERE SENT FORTH, AND THE WHOLE WORLD PEOPLED. BUT THOSE SAYINGS WHICH WERE UTTERED OR NOT UTTERED IN JUDEA, AFTER THE MANNER OF THAT COUNTRY, AS INDEED THEY ARE STILL DELIVERED AMONG THE PEOPLE OF PHOENICIA AND PALESTINE--THESE THEY LOOK UPON AS MARVELOUS SAYINGS, AND UNCHANGEABLY TRUE." IN REGARD TO THE ORACLES HERE ENUMERATED, WE REPLY THAT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR US TO GATHER FROM THE WRITINGS OF ARISTOTLE AND THE PERIPATETIC SCHOOL NOT A FEW THINGS TO OVERTHROW THE AUTHORITY OF THE PYTHIAN AND THE OTHER ORACLES. FROM EPICURUS ALSO, AND HIS FOLLOWERS, WE COULD QUOTE PASSAGES TO SHOW THAT EVEN AMONG THE GREEKS THEMSELVES THERE WERE SOME WHO UTTERLY DISCREDITED THE ORACLES WHICH WERE RECOGNIZED AND ADMIRED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE OF GREECE. BUT LET IT BE GRANTED THAT THE RESPONSES DELIVERED BY THE PYTHIAN AND OTHER ORACLES WERE NOT THE UTTERANCES OF FALSE MEN WHO PRETENDED TO A DIVINE INSPIRATION; AND LET US SEE IF, AFTER ALL, WE CANNOT CONVINCE ANY SINCERE INQUIRERS THAT THERE IS NO NECESSITY TO ATTRIBUTE THESE ORACULAR RESPONSES TO ANY DIVINITIES, BUT THAT, ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY MAY BE TRACED TO WICKED DEMONS--TO SPIRITS WHICH ARE AT ENMITY WITH THE HUMAN RACE, AND WHICH IN THIS WAY WISH TO HINDER THE SOUL FROM RISING UPWARDS, FROM FOLLOWING THE PATH OF VIRTUE, AND FROM RETURNING TO GOD IN SINCERE PIETY. IT IS SAID OF THE PYTHIAN PRIESTESS, WHOSE ORACLE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN THE MOST CELEBRATED, THAT WHEN SHE SAT DOWN AT THE MOUTH OF THE CASTALIAN CAVE, THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT OF APOLLO ENTERED HER PRIVATE PARTS; AND WHEN SHE WAS FILLED WITH IT, SHE GAVE UTTERANCE TO RESPONSES WHICH ARE REGARDED WITH AWE AS DIVINE TRUTHS. JUDGE BY THIS WHETHER THAT SPIRIT DOES NOT SHOW ITS PROFANE AND IMPURE NATURE, BY CHOOSING TO ENTER THE SOUL OF THE PROPHETESS NOT THROUGH THE MORE BECOMING MEDIUM OF THE BODILY PORES WHICH ARE BOTH OPEN AND INVISIBLE, BUT BY MEANS OF WHAT NO MODEST MAN WOULD EVER SEE OR SPEAK OF. AND THIS OCCURS NOT ONCE OR TWICE, WHICH WOULD BE MORE PERMISSIBLE, BUT AS OFTEN AS SHE WAS BELIEVED TO RECEIVE INSPIRATION FROM APOLLO. MOREOVER, IT IS NOT THE PART OF A DIVINE SPIRIT TO DRIVE THE PROPHETESS INTO SUCH A STATE OF ECSTASY AND MADNESS THAT SHE LOSES CONTROL OF HERSELF. FOR HE WHO IS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT OUGHT TO BE THE FIRST TO RECEIVE THE BENEFICIAL EFFECTS; AND THESE-OUGHT NOT TO BE FIRST ENJOYED BY THE PERSONS WHO CONSULT THE ORACLE ABOUT THE CONCERNS OF NATURAL OR CIVIL LIFE, OR FOR PURPOSES OF TEMPORAL GAIN OR INTEREST; AND, MOREOVER, THAT SHOULD BE THE TIME OF CLEAREST PERCEPTION, WHEN A PERSON IS IN CLOSE INTERCOURSE WITH THE DEITY. 
CHAP. IV. 
ACCORDINGLY, WE CAN SHOW FROM AN EXAMINATION OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, THAT THE JEWISH PROPHETS, WHO WERE ENLIGHTENED AS FAR AS WAS NECESSARY FOR THEIR PROPHETIC WORK BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, WERE THE FIRST TO ENJOY THE BENEFIT OF THE INSPIRATION; AND BY THE CONTACT--IF I MAY SO SAY--OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THEY BECAME CLEARER IN MIND, AND THEIR SOULS WERE FILLED WITH A BRIGHTER LIGHT. AND THE BODY NO LONGER SERVED AS A HINDRANCE TO A VIRTUOUS LIFE; FOR TO THAT WHICH WE CALL "THE LUST OF THE FLESH" IT WAS DEADENED. FOR WE ARE PERSUADED THAT THE DIVINE SPIRIT "MORTIFIES THE DEEDS OF THE BODY," AND DESTROYS THAT ENMITY AGAINST GOD WHICH THE CARNAL PASSIONS SERVE TO EXCITE. IF, THEN, THE PYTHIAN PRIESTESS IS BESIDE HERSELF WHEN SHE PROPHESIES, WHAT SPIRIT MUST THAT BE WHICH FILLS HER MIND AND CLOUDS HER JUDGMENT WITH DARKNESS, UNLESS IT BE OF THE SAME ORDER WITH THOSE DEMONS WHICH MANY CHRISTIANS CAST OUT OF PERSONS POSSESSED WITH THEM? AND THIS, WE MAY OBSERVE, THEY DO WITHOUT THE USE OF ANY CURIOUS ARTS OF MAGIC, OR INCANTATIONS, BUT MERELY BY PRAYER AND SIMPLE ADJURATIONS WHICH THE PLAINEST PERSON CAN USE. BECAUSE FOR THE MOST PART IT IS UNLETTERED PERSONS WHO PERFORM THIS WORK; THUS, MAKING MANIFEST THE GRACE WHICH IS IN THE WORD OF CHRIST, AND THE DESPICABLE WEAKNESS OF DEMONS, WHICH, IN ORDER TO BE OVERCOME AND DRIVEN OUT OF THE BODIES AND SOULS OF MEN, DO NOT REQUIRE THE POWER AND WISDOM OF THOSE WHO ARE MIGHTY IN ARGUMENT, AND MOST LEARNED IN MATTERS OF FAITH. 
CHAP. V. 
MOREOVER, IF IT IS BELIEVED NOT ONLY AMONG CHRISTIANS AND JEWS, BUT ALSO BY MANY OTHERS AMONG THE GREEKS AND BARBARIANS, THAT THE HUMAN SOUL LIVES AND SUBSISTS AFTER ITS SEPARATION FROM THE BODY; AND IF REASON SUPPORTS THE IDEA THAT PURE SOULS WHICH ARE NOT WEIGHED DOWN WITH SIN AS WITH A WEIGHT OF LEAD ASCEND ON HIGH TO THE REGION OF PURER AND MORE ETHEREAL BODIES, LEAVING HERE BELOW THEIR GROSSER BODIES ALONG WITH THEIR IMPURITIES; WHEREAS SOULS THAT ARE POLLUTED AND DRAGGED DOWN TO THE EARTH BY THEIR SINS, SO THAT THEY ARE UNABLE EVEN TO BREATHE UPWARDS, WANDER HITHER AND THITHER, AT SOME TIMES ABOUT SEPULCHERS, WHERE THEY APPEAR AS THE APPARITIONS OF SHADOWY SPIRITS, AT OTHERS AMONG OTHER OBJECTS ON THE GROUND;--IF THIS IS SO, WHAT ARE WE TO THINK OF THOSE SPIRITS THAT ARE ATTACHED FOR ENTIRE AGES, AS I MAY SAY, TO PARTICULAR DWELLINGS AND PLACES, WHETHER BY A SORT OF MAGICAL FORCE OR BY THEIR OWN NATURAL WICKEDNESS? ARE WE NOT COMPELLED BY REASON TO SET DOWN AS EVIL SUCH SPIRITS AS EMPLOY THE POWER OF PROPHESYING--A POWER IN ITSELF NEITHER GOOD NOR BAD -FOR THE PURPOSE OF DECEIVING MEN, AND THUS TURN THEM AWAY FROM GOD, AND FROM THE PURITY OF HIS SERVICE? IT IS MOREOVER EVIDENT THAT THIS IS THEIR CHARACTER, WHEN WE ADD THAT THEY DELIGHT IN THE BLOOD OF VICTIMS, AND IN THE SMOKE ODOR OF SACRIFICES, AND THAT THEY FEED THEIR BODIES ON THESE, AND THAT THEY TAKE PLEASURE IN SUCH HAUNTS AS THESE, AS THOUGH THEY SOUGHT IN THEM THE SUSTENANCE OF THEIR LIVES; IN THIS RESEMBLING THOSE DEPRAVED MEN WHO DESPISE THE PURITY OF A LIFE APART FROM THE SENSES, AND WHO HAVE NO INCLINATION EXCEPT FOR THE PLEASURES OF THE BODY, AND FOR THAT EARTHLY AND BODILY LIFE IN WHICH THESE PLEASURES ARE FOUND. IF THE DELPHIAN APOLLO WERE A GOD, AS THE GREEKS SUPPOSE, WOULD HE NOT RATHER HAVE CHOSEN AS HIS PROPHET SOME WISE MAN? OR IF SUCH AN ONE WAS NOT TO BE FOUND, THEN ONE WHO WAS ENDEAVORING TO BECOME WISE HOW CAME HE NOT TO PREFER A MAN TO A WOMAN FOR THE UTTERANCE OF HIS PROPHESIES? AND IF HE PREFERRED THE LATTER SEX, AS THOUGH HE COULD ONLY FIND PLEASURE IN THE BREAST OF A WOMAN, WHY DID HE NOT CHOOSE AMONG WOMEN A VIRGIN TO INTERPRET HIS WILL? 
CHAP. VI. 
BUT NO; THE PYTHIAN, SO MUCH ADMIRED AMONG THE GREEKS, JUDGED NO WISE MAN, NAY, NO MAN AT ALL, WORTHY OF THE DIVINE POSSESSION, AS THEY CALL IT. AND AMONG WOMEN HE DID NOT CHOOSE A VIRGIN, OR ONE RECOMMENDED BY HER WISDOM, OR BY HER ATTAINMENTS IN PHILOSOPHY; BUT HE SELECTS A COMMON WOMAN. PERHAPS THE BETTER CLASS OF MEN WERE TOO GOOD TO BECOME THE SUBJECTS OF THE INSPIRATION. BESIDES, IF HE WERE A GOD, HE SHOULD HAVE EMPLOYED HIS PROPHETIC POWER AS A BAIT, SO TO SPEAK, WITH WHICH HE MIGHT DRAW MEN TO A CHANGE OF LIFE, AND TO THE PRACTICE OF VIRTUE. BUT HISTORY NOWHERE MAKES MENTION OF ANYTHING OF THE KIND. FOR IF THE ORACLE DID CALL SOCRATES THE WISEST OF ALL MEN, IT TAKES FROM THE VALUE OF THAT EULOGY BY WHAT IS SAID IN REGARD TO EURIPIDES AND SOPHOCLES. THE WORDS ARE: "SOPHOCLES IS WISE, AND EURIPIDES IS WISER, BUT WISER THAN ALL MEN IS SOCRATES." 
AS, THEN, HE GIVES THE DESIGNATION "WISE" TO THE TRAGIC POETS, IT IS NOT ON ACCOUNT OF HIS PHILOSOPHY THAT HE HOLDS UP SOCRATES TO VENERATION, OR BECAUSE OF HIS LOVE OF TRUTH AND VIRTUE. IT IS POOR PRAISE OF SOCRATES TO SAY THAT HE PREFERS HIM TO MEN WHO FOR A PALTRY REWARD COMPETE UPON THE STAGE, AND WHO BY THEIR REPRESENTATIONS EXCITE THE SPECTATORS AT ONE TIME TO TEARS AND GRIEF, AND AT ANOTHER TO UNSEEMLY LAUGHTER (FOR SUCH IS THE INTENTION OF THE SATYRIC DRAMA). AND PERHAPS IT WAS NOT SO MUCH IN REGARD TO HIS PHILOSOPHY THAT HE CALLED SOCRATES THE WISEST OF ALL MEN, AS ON ACCOUNT OF THE VICTIMS WHICH HE SACRIFICED TO HIM AND THE OTHER DEMONS. FOR IT SEEMS THAT THE DEMONS PAY MORE REGARD IN DISTRIBUTING THEIR FAVOURS TO THE SACRIFICES WHICH ARE OFFERED THEM THAN TO DEEDS OF VIRTUE. ACCORDINGLY, HOMER, THE BEST OF THE POETS, WHO DESCRIBES WHAT USUALLY TOOK PLACE, WHEN, WISHING TO SHOW US WHAT MOST INFLUENCED THE DEMONS TO GRANT AN ANSWER TO THE WISHES OF THEIR VOTARIES, INTRODUCES CHRYSES, WHO, FOR A FEW GARLANDS AND THE 'THIGHS OF BULLS AND GOATS, OBTAINED AN ANSWER TO HIS PRAYERS FOR HIS DAUGHTER CHRYSEIS, SO THAT THE GREEKS WERE DRIVEN BY A PESTILENCE TO RESTORE HER BACK TO HIM. AND I REMEMBER READING IN THE BOOK OF A CERTAIN PYTHAGOREAN, WHEN WRITING ON THE HIDDEN MEANINGS IN THAT POET, THAT THE PRAYER OF CHRYSES TO APOLLO, AND THE PLAGUE WHICH APOLLO AFTERWARDS SENT UPON THE GREEKS, ARE PROOFS THAT HOMER KNEW OF CERTAIN EVIL DEMONS WHO DELIGHT IN THE SMOKE OF SACRIFICES, AND WHO, TO REWARD THOSE WHO OFFER THEM, GRANT IN ANSWER TO THEIR PRAYERS THE DESTRUCTION OF OTHERS. "HE," THAT IS, JUPITER, "WHO RULES OVER WINTRY DODONA, WHERE HIS PROPHETS HAVE EVER UNWASHED FEET, AND SLEEP UPON THE GROUND," HAS REJECTED THE MALE SEX, AND, AS CELSUS OBSERVES, EMPLOYS THE WOMEN OF DODONA FOR THE PROPHETIC OFFICE. GRANTING THAT THERE ARE ORACLES SIMILAR TO THESE, AS THAT AT CLARUS, ANOTHER IN BRANCHIDAE, ANOTHER IN THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER AMMON, OR ANYWHERE ELSE; YET HOW SHALL IT BE PROVED THAT THESE ARE GODS, AND NOT DEMONS? 
CHAP. VII. 
IN REGARD TO THE PROPHETS AMONG THE JEWS, SOME OF THEM WERE WISE MEN BEFORE THEY BECAME DIVINELY INSPIRED PROPHETS, WHILE OTHERS BECAME WISE BY THE ILLUMINATION WHICH THEIR MINDS RECEIVED WHEN DIVINELY INSPIRED. THEY WERE SELECTED BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE TO RECEIVE THE DIVINE SPIRIT, AND TO BE THE DEPOSITARIES OF HIS HOLY ORACLES, ON THE GROUND OF THEIR LEADING A LIFE OF ALMOST UNAPPROACHABLE EXCELLENCE, INTREPID, NOBLE, UNMOVED BY DANGER OR DEATH. FOR REASON TEACHES THAT SUCH OUGHT TO BE THE CHARACTER OF THE PROPHETS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], IN COMPARISON WITH WHICH THE FIRMNESS OF ANTISTHENES, CRATES, AND DIOGENES WILL SEEM BUT AS CHILD'S PLAY. IT WAS THEREFORE FOR THEIR FIRM ADHERENCE TO TRUTH, AND THEIR FAITHFULNESS IN THE REPROOF OF THE WICKED, THAT "THEY WERE STONED; THEY WERE SAWN ASUNDER, WERE TEMPTED, WERE SLAIN WITH THE SWORD; THEY WANDERED ABOUT IN SHEEPSKINS AND GOATSKINS; BEING DESTITUTE, AFFLICTED, TORMENTED; THEY WANDERED IN DESERTS AND IN MOUNTAINS, AND IN DENS AND CAVES OF THE EARTH, OF WHOM THE WORLD WAS NOT WORTHY:" FOR THEY LOOKED ALWAYS TO GOD AND TO HIS BLESSINGS, WHICH, BEING INVISIBLE, AND NOT TO BE PERCEIVED BY THE SENSES, ARE ETERNAL. WE HAVE THE HISTORY OF THE LIFE OF EACH OF THE PROPHETS; BUT IT WILL BE ENOUGH AT PRESENT TO DIRECT ATTENTION TO THE LIFE OF MOSES, WHOSE PROPHECIES ARE CONTAINED IN THE LAW; TO THAT OF JEREMIAH, AS IT IS GIVEN IN THE BOOK WHICH BEARS HIS NAME; TO THAT OF ISAIAH, WHO WITH UNEXAMPLED AUSTERITY WALKED NAKED AND BAREFOOTED FOR THE SPACE OF THREE YEARS. READ AND CONSIDER THE SEVERE LIFE OF THOSE CHILDREN, DANIEL AND HIS COMPANIONS, HOW THEY ABSTAINED FROM FLESH, AND LIVED ON WATER AND PULSE. OR IF YOU WILL GO BACK TO MORE REMOTE TIMES, THINK OF THE LIFE OF NOAH, WHO PROPHESIED; AND OF ISAAC, WHO GAVE HIS SON A PROPHETIC BLESSING; OR OF JACOB, WHO ADDRESSED EACH OF HIS TWELVE SONS, BEGINNING WITH "COME, THAT I MAY TELL YOU WHAT SHALL BEFALL YOU IN THE LAST DAYS." THESE, AND A MULTITUDE OF OTHERS, PROPHESYING ON BEHALF OF GOD, FORETOLD EVENTS RELATING TO JESUS CHRIST. WE THEREFORE FOR THIS REASON SET AT NAUGHT THE ORACLES OF THE PYTHIAN PRIESTESS, OR THOSE DELIVERED AT DODONA, AT CLARUS, AT BRANCHIDAE, AT THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER AMMON, OR BY A MULTITUDE OF OTHER SO-CALLED PROPHETS; WHILST WE REGARD WITH REVERENT AWE THE JEWISH PROPHETS: FOR WE SEE THAT THE NOBLE, EARNEST, AND DEVOUT LIVES OF THESE MEN WERE WORTHY OF THE INSPIRATION OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT, WHOSE WONDERFUL EFFECTS WERE WIDELY DIFFERENT FROM THE DIVINATION OF DEMONS. 
CHAP. VIII. 
I DO NOT KNOW WHAT LED CELSUS, WHEN SAYING, "BUT WHAT THINGS WERE SPOKEN OR NOT SPOKEN IN THE LAND OF JUDEA, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THE COUNTRY," TO USE THE WORDS "OR NOT SPOKEN," AS THOUGH IMPLYING THAT HE WAS INCREDULOUS, AND THAT HE SUSPECTED THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE WRITTEN WERE NEVER SPOKEN. IN FACT, HE IS UNACQUAINTED WITH THESE TIMES; AND HE DOES NOT KNOW THAT THOSE PROPHETS WHO FORETOLD THE COMING OF CHRIST, PREDICTED A MULTITUDE OF OTHER EVENTS MANY YEARS BEFOREHAND. HE ADDS, WITH THE VIEW OF CASTING A SLIGHT UPON THE ANCIENT PROPHETS, THAT "THEY PROPHESIED IN THE SAME WAY AS WE FIND THEM STILL DOING AMONG THE INHABITANTS OF PHOENICIA AND PALESTINE." BUT HE DOES NOT TELL US WHETHER HE REFERS TO PERSONS WHO ARE OF DIFFERENT PRINCIPLES FROM THOSE OF THE JEWS AND CHRISTIANS, OR TO PERSONS WHOSE PROPHECIES ARE OF THE SAME CHARACTER AS THOSE OF THE JEWISH PROPHETS. HOWEVER, IT BE, HIS STATEMENT IS FALSE, TAKEN IN EITHER WAY. FOR NEVER HAVE ANY OF THOSE WHO HAVE NOT EMBRACED OUR FAITH DONE ANY THING APPROACHING TO WHAT WAS DONE BY THE ANCIENT PROPHETS; AND IN MORE RECENT TIMES, SINCE THE COMING OF CHRIST, NO PROPHETS HAVE ARISEN AMONG THE JEWS, WHO HAVE CONFESSEDLY BEEN ABANDONED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR IMPIETY TOWARDS GOD, AND TOWARDS HIM OF WHOM THEIR PROPHETS SPOKE. MOREOVER, THE HOLY SPIRIT GAVE SIGNS OF HIS PRESENCE AT THE BEGINNING OF CHRIST'S MINISTRY, AND AFTER HIS ASCENSION HE GAVE STILL MORE; BUT SINCE THAT TIME THESE SIGNS HAVE DIMINISHED, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE STILL TRACES OF HIS PRESENCE IN A FEW WHO HAVE HAD THEIR SOULS PURIFIED BY THE GOSPEL, AND THEIR ACTIONS REGULATED BY ITS INFLUENCE. "FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT OF DISCIPLINE WILL FLEE DECEIT, AND REMOVE FROM THOUGHTS THAT ARE WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING." 
CHAP. IX. 
BUT AS CELSUS PROMISES TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THE MANNER IN WHICH PROPHECIES ARE DELIVERED IN PHOENICIA AND PALESTINE, SPEAKING AS THOUGH IT WERE A MATTER WITH WHICH HE HAD A FULL AND PERSONAL ACQUAINTANCE, LET US SEE WHAT HE HAS TO SAY ON THE SUBJECT. FIRST, HE LAYS IT DOWN THAT THERE ARC SEVERAL KINDS OF PROPHECIES, BUT HE DOES NOT SPECIFY WHAT THEY ARC; INDEED, HE COULD NOT DO SO, AND THE STATEMENT IS A PIECE OF PURE OSTENTATION. HOWEVER, LET US SEE WHAT HE CONSIDERS THE MOST PERFECT KIND OF PROPHECY AMONG THESE NATIONS. "THERE ARE MANY," HE SAYS, "WHO, ALTHOUGH OF NO NAME, WITH THE GREATEST FACILITY AND ON THE SLIGHTEST OCCASION, WHETHER WITHIN OR WITHOUT TEMPLES, ASSUME THE MOTIONS AND GESTURES OF INSPIRED PERSONS; WHILE OTHERS DO IT IN CITIES OR AMONG ARMIES, FOR THE PURPOSE OF ATTRACTING ATTENTION AND EXCITING SURPRISE. THESE ARE ACCUSTOMED TO SAY, EACH FOR HIMSELF [THIS IS ETERNAL BULLSHIT], 'I AM GOD; I AM THE SON OF GOD; OR, I AM THE DIVINE SPIRIT; I HAVE COME BECAUSE THE WORLD IS PERISHING, AND YOU, O MEN, ARE PERISHING FOR YOUR INIQUITIES. BUT I WISH TO SAVE YOU, AND YOU SHALL SEE ME RETURNING AGAIN WITH HEAVENLY POWER. BLESSED IS HE WHO NOW DOES ME HOMAGE. ON ALL THE REST I WILL SEND DOWN ETERNAL FIRE, BOTH ON CITIES AND ON COUNTRIES. AND THOSE WHO KNOW NOT THE PUNISHMENTS WHICH AWAIT. THEM SHALL REPENT AND GRIEVE IN VAIN; WHILE THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL TO ME, I WILL PRESERVE ETERNALLY.'" THEN HE GOES ON TO SAY: "TO THESE PROMISES ARE ADDED STRANGE, FANATICAL, AND QUITE UNINTELLIGIBLE WORDS, OF WHICH NO RATIONAL PERSON CAN FIND THE MEANING: FOR SO DARK ARE THEY, AS TO HAVE NO MEANING AT ALL; BUT THEY GIVE OCCASION TO EVERY FOOL OR IMPOSTOR TO APPLY THEM TO SUIT HIS OWN PURPOSES." 
CHAP. X. 
BUT IF HE WERE DEALING HONESTLY IN HIS ACCUSATIONS, HE OUGHT TO HAVE GIVEN THE EXACT TERMS OF THE PROPHECIES, WHETHER THOSE IN WHICH THE SPEAKER IS INTRODUCED AS CLAIMING TO BE GOD ALMIGHTY, OR THOSE IN WHICH THE SON OF GOD SPEAKS, OR FINALLY THOSE UNDER THE NAME OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. FOR THUS HE MIGHT HAVE ENDEAVORED TO OVERTHROW THESE ASSERTIONS, AND HAVE SHOWN THAT THERE WAS NO DIVINE INSPIRATION IN THOSE WORDS WHICH URGED MEN TO FORSAKE THEIR SINS, WHICH CONDEMNED THE PAST AND FORETOLD THE FUTURE. FOR THE PROPHECIES WERE RECORDED AND PRESERVED BY MEN LIVING AT THE TIME, THAT THOSE WHO CAME AFTER MIGHT READ AND ADMIRE THEM AS THE ORACLES OF GOD, AND THAT THEY MIGHT PROFIT NOT ONLY BY THE WARNINGS AND ADMONITIONS, BUT ALSO BY THE PREDICTIONS, WHICH, BEING SHOWN BY EVENTS TO HAVE PROCEEDED FROM THE SPIRIT OF GOD, BIND MEN TO THE PRACTICE OF PIETY AS SET FORTH IN THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. THE PROPHETS HAVE THEREFORE, AS GOD COMMANDED THEM, DECLARED WITH ALL PLAINNESS THOSE THINGS WHICH IT WAS DESIRABLE THAT THE HEARERS SHOULD UNDERSTAND AT ONCE FOR THE REGULATION OF THEIR CONDUCT; WHILE IN REGARD TO DEEPER AND MORE MYSTERIOUS SUBJECTS, WHICH LAY BEYOND THE REACH OF THE COMMON UNDERSTANDING, THEY SET THEM FORTH IN THE FORM OF ENIGMAS AND ALLEGORIES, OR OF WHAT ARE CALLED DARK SAYINGS, PARABLES, OR SIMILITUDES. AND THIS PLAN THEY HAVE FOLLOWED, THAT THOSE WHO ARE READY TO SHUN NO LABOR AND SPARE NO PAINS IN THEIR ENDEAVORS AFTER TRUTH AND VIRTUE MIGHT SEARCH INTO THEIR MEANING, AND HAVING FOUND IT, MIGHT APPLY IT AS REASON REQUIRES. BUT CELSUS, EVER VIGOROUS IN HIS DENUNCIATIONS, AS THOUGH HE WERE ANGRY AT HIS INABILITY TO UNDERSTAND THE LANGUAGE OF THE PROPHETS, SCOFFS AT THEM THUS: "TO THESE GRAND PROMISES ARE ADDED STRANGE, FANATICAL, AND QUITE UNINTELLIGIBLE WORDS, OF WHICH NO RATIONAL PERSON CAN FIND THE MEANING; FOR SO DARK ARE THEY AS TO HAVE NO MEANING AT ALL; BUT THEY GIVE OCCASION TO EVERY FOOL OR IMPOSTOR TO APPLY THEM SO AS TO SUIT HIS OWN PURPOSES." THIS STATEMENT OF CELSUS SEEMS INGENIOUSLY DESIGNED TO DISSUADE READERS FROM ATTEMPTING ANY INQUIRY OR CAREFUL SEARCH INTO THEIR MEANING. AND IN THIS HE IS NOT UNLIKE CERTAIN PERSONS, WHO SAID TO A MAN WHOM A PROPHET HAD VISITED TO ANNOUNCE FUTURE EVENTS, "WHEREFORE CAME THIS MAD FELLOW TO THEE?" 
CHAP. XI. 
I AM CONVINCED, INDEED, THAT MUCH BETTER ARGUMENTS COULD BE ADDUCED THAN ANY I HAVE BEEN ABLE TO BRING FORWARD, TO SHOW THE FALSEHOOD OF THESE ALLEGATIONS OF CELSUS, AND TO SET FORTH THE DIVINE INSPIRATION OF THE PROPHECIES; BUT WE HAVE ACCORDING TO OUR ABILITY, IN OUR COMMENTARIES ON ISAIAH, EZEKIEL, AND SOME OF THE TWELVE MINOR PROPHETS, EXPLAINED LITERALLY AND IN DETAIL WHAT HE CALLS "THOSE FANATICAL AND UTTERLY UNINTELLIGIBLE PASSAGES." AND IF GOD GIVE US GRACE IN THE TIME THAT HE APPOINTS FOR US, TO ADVANCE IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS WORD, WE SHALL CONTINUE OUR INVESTIGATION INTO THE PARTS WHICH REMAIN, OR INTO SUCH AT LEAST AS WE ARE ABLE TO MAKE PLAIN. AND OTHER PERSONS OF INTELLIGENCE WHO WISH TO STUDY SCRIPTURE MAY ALSO FIND OUT ITS MEANING FOR THEMSELVES; FOR ALTHOUGH THERE ARE MANY PLACES IN WHICH THE MEANING IS NOT OBVIOUS, YET THERE ARE NONE WHERE, AS CELSUS AFFIRMS, "THERE IS NO SENSE AT ALL." NEITHER IS IT TRUE THAT "ANY FOOL OR IMPOSTOR CAN EXPLAIN THE PASSAGES SO AS TO MAKE THEM SUIT HIS OWN PURPOSES." FOR IT BELONGS ONLY TO THOSE WHO ARE WISE IN THE TRUTH OF CHRIST (AND TO ALL THEM IT DOES BELONG) TO UNFOLD THE CONNECTION AND MEANING OF EVEN THE OBSCURE PARTS OF PROPHECY, "COMPARING SPIRITUAL THINGS WITH SPIRITUAL," AND INTERPRETING EACH PASSAGE ACCORDING TO THE USAGE OF SCRIPTURE WRITERS. AND CELSUS IS NOT TO BE BELIEVED WHEN HE SAYS THAT HE HAS HEARD SUCH MEN PROPHESY; FOR NO PROPHETS BEARING ANY RESEMBLANCE TO THE ANCIENT PROPHETS HAVE APPEARED IN THE TIME OF CELSUS. IF THERE HAD BEEN ANY, THOSE WHO HEARD AND ADMIRED THEM WOULD HAVE FOLLOWED THE EXAMPLE OF THE ANCIENTS, AND HAVE RECORDED THE PROPHECIES IN WRITING. AND IT SEEMS QUITE CLEAR THAT CELSUS IS SPEAKING FALSELY, WHEN HE SAYS THAT "THOSE PROPHETS WHOM HE HAD HEARD, ON BEING PRESSED BY HIM, CONFESSED THEIR TRUE MOTIVES, AND ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE AMBIGUOUS WORDS THEY USED REALLY MEANT NOTHING." HE OUGHT TO HAVE GIVEN THE NAMES OF THOSE WHOM HE SAYS HE HAD HEARD, IF HE HAD ANY TO GIVE, SO THAT THOSE WHO WERE COMPETENT TO JUDGE MIGHT DECIDE WHETHER HIS ALLEGATIONS WERE TRUE OR FALSE. 
CHAP. XII. 
HE THINKS, BESIDES, THAT THOSE WHO SUPPORT THE CAUSE OF CHRIST BY A REFERENCE TO THE WRITINGS OF THE PROPHETS CAN GIVE NO PROPER ANSWER IN REGARD TO STATEMENTS IN THEM WHICH ATTRIBUTE TO GOD THAT WHICH IS WICKED, SHAMEFUL, OR IMPURE; AND ASSUMING THAT NO ANSWER CAN BE GIVEN, HE PROCEEDS TO DRAW A WHOLE TRAIN OF INFERENCES, NONE OF WHICH CAN BE ALLOWED. BUT HE OUGHT TO KNOW THAT THOSE WHO WISH TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE TEACHING OF SACRED SCRIPTURE UNDERSTAND THE SAYING, "THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE UNWISE IS AS TALK WITHOUT SENSE," AND HAVE LEARNT "TO BE READY ALWAYS TO GIVE AN ANSWER TO EVERY ONE THAT ASKETH US A REASON FOR THE HOPE THAT IS IN US." AND THEY ARE NOT SATISFIED WITH AFFIRMING THAT SUCH AND SUCH THINGS HAVE BEEN PREDICTED; BUT THEY ENDEAVOR TO REMOVE ANY APPARENT INCONSISTENCIES, AND TO SHOW THAT, SO FAR FROM THERE BEING ANYTHING EVIL, SHAMEFUL, OR IMPURE IN THESE PREDICTIONS, EVERYTHING IS WORTHY OF BEING RECEIVED BY THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND THE SACRED SCRIPTURES. BUT CELSUS OUGHT TO HAVE ADDUCED FROM THE PROPHET’S EXAMPLES OF WHAT HE THOUGHT BAD, OR SHAMEFUL, OR IMPURE, IF HE SAW ANY SUCH PASSAGES; FOR THEN HIS ARGUMENT WOULD HAVE HAD MUCH MORE FORCE, AND WOULD HAVE FURTHERED HIS PURPOSE MUCH BETTER. HE GIVES NO INSTANCES, HOWEVER, BUT CONTENTS HIMSELF WITH LOUDLY ASSERTING THE FALSE CHARGE THAT THESE THINGS ARE TO BE FOUND IN SCRIPTURE. THERE IS NO REASON, THEN, FOR US TO DEFEND OURSELVES AGAINST GROUNDLESS CHARGES, WHICH ARE BUT EMPTY SOUNDS, OR TO TAKE THE TROUBLE OF SHOWING THAT IN THE WRITINGS OF THE PROPHETS THERE IS NOTHING EVIL, SHAMEFUL, IMPURE, OR ABOMINABLE. 
CHAP. XIII. 
AND THERE IS NO TRUTH IN THE STATEMENT OF CELSUS, THAT "GOD DOES THE MOST SHAMELESS DEEDS, OR SUFFERS THE MOST SHAMELESS SUFFERINGS" OR THAT "HE FAVOURS THE COMMISSION OF EVIL; FOR WHATEVER HE MAY SAY, NO SUCH THINGS HAVE EVER BEEN FORETOLD. HE OUGHT TO HAVE CITED FROM THE PROPHETS THE PASSAGES IN WHICH GOD IS REPRESENTED AS FAVOURING EVIL, OR AS DOING AND ENDURING THE MOST SHAMELESS DEEDS, AND NOT TO HAVE SOUGHT WITHOUT FOUNDATION TO PREJUDICE THE MINDS OF HIS READERS. THE PROPHETS, INDEED, FORETOLD WHAT CHRIST SHOULD SUFFER, AND SET FORTH THE REASON WHY HE SHOULD SUFFER. GOD THEREFORE ALSO KNEW WHAT CHRIST WOULD SUFFER; BUT WHERE HAS HE LEARNT THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH THE CHRIST OF GOD SHOULD SUFFER WERE MOST BASE AND DISHONORABLE? HE GOES ON TO EXPLAIN WHAT THOSE MOST SHAMEFUL AND DEGRADING THINGS WERE WHICH CHRIST SUFFERED, IN THESE WORDS: "FOR WHAT BETTER WAS IT FOR GOD TO EAT THE FLESH OF SHEEP, OR TO DRINK VINEGAR AND GALL, THEN TO FEED ON FILTH?" BUT GOD, ACCORDING TO US, DID NOT EAT THE FLESH OF SHEEP; AND WHILE IT MAY SEEM THAT JESUS ATE, HE DID SO ONLY AS, POSSESSING A BODY. BUT IN REGARD TO THE VINEGAR AND GALL MENTIONED IN THE PROPHECY, "THEY GAVE ME ALSO GALL FOR MY MEAT; AND IN MY THIRST THEY GAVE ME VINEGAR TO DRINK," WE HAVE ALREADY REFERRED TO THIS POINT; AND AS CELSUS COMPELS US TO RECUR TO IT AGAIN, WE WOULD ONLY SAY FURTHER, THAT THOSE WHO RESIST THE WORD OF TRUTH DO EVER OFFER TO CHRIST THE SON OF GOD THE GALL OF THEIR OWN WICKEDNESS, AND THE VINEGAR OF THEIR EVIL INCLINATIONS; BUT THOUGH HE TASTES OF IT, YET HE WILL NOT DRINK IT. 
CHAP. XIV. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, WISHING TO SHAKE THE FAITH OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN JESUS ON THE GROUND OF THE PROPHECIES WHICH WERE DELIVERED IN REGARD TO HIM, CELSUS SAYS: "BUT PRAY, IF THE PROPHETS FORETOLD THAT THE GREAT GOD--NOT TO PUT IT MORE HARSHLY--WOULD BECOME A SLAVE, OR BECOME SICK OR DIE; WOULD THERE BE THEREFORE ANY NECESSITY THAT GOD SHOULD DIE, OR SUFFER SICKNESS, OR BECOME A SLAVE, SIMPLY BECAUSE SUCH THINGS HAD BEEN FORETOLD? MUST HE DIE IN ORDER TO PROVE HIS DIVINITY? BUT THE PROPHETS NEVER WOULD UTTER PREDICTIONS SO WICKED AND IMPIOUS. WE NEED NOT THEREFORE INQUIRE WHETHER A THING HAS BEEN PREDICTED OR NOT, BUT WHETHER THE THING IS HONORABLE IN ITSELF, AND WORTHY OF GOD. IN THAT WHICH IS EVIL AND BASE, ALTHOUGH IT SEEMED THAT ALL MEN IN THE WORLD HAD FORETOLD IT IN A FIT OF MADNESS, WE MUST NOT BELIEVE. HOW THEN CAN THE PIOUS MIND ADMIT THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE SAID TO HAVE HAPPENED TO HIM, COULD HAVE HAPPENED TO ONE WHO IS GOD?" FROM THIS IT IS PLAIN THAT CELSUS FEELS THE ARGUMENT FROM PROPHECY TO BE VERY EFFECTIVE FOR CONVINCING THOSE TO WHOM CHRIST IS PREACHED; BUT HE SEEMS TO ENDEAVOR TO OVERTHROW IT BY AN OPPOSITE PROBABILITY, NAMELY," THAT THE QUESTION IS NOT WHETHER THE PROPHETS UTTERED THESE PREDICTIONS OR NOT." BUT IF HE WISHED TO REASON JUSTLY AND WITHOUT EVASION, HE OUGHT RATHER TO HAVE SAID, "WE MUST SHOW THAT THESE THINGS WERE NEVER PREDICTED, OR THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE PREDICTED OF CHRIST HAVE NEVER BEEN FULFILLED IN HIM," AND IN THAT WAY HE WOULD HAVE ESTABLISHED THE POSITION WHICH HE HOLDS. IN THAT WAY IT WOULD HAVE BEEN MADE PLAIN WHAT THOSE PROPHECIES ARE WHICH WE APPLY TO JESUS, AND HOW CELSUS COULD JUSTIFY HIMSELF IN ASSERTING THAT THAT APPLICATION WAS FALSE. AND WE SHOULD THUS HAVE SEEN WHETHER HE FAIRLY DISPROVED ALL THAT WE BRING FROM THE PROPHETS IN BEHALF OF JESUS, OR WHETHER HE HIMSELF IS CONVICTED OF A SHAMELESS ENDEAVOR TO RESIST THE PLAINEST TRUTHS BY VIOLENT ASSERTIONS. 
CHAP. XV. 
AFTER ASSUMING THAT SOME THINGS WERE FORETOLD WHICH ARE IMPOSSIBLE IN THEMSELVES, AND INCONSISTENT WITH THE CHARACTER OF GOD, HE SAYS: "IF THESE THINGS WERE PREDICTED OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], ARE WE BOUND TO BELIEVE THEM OF GOD SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY WERE PREDICTED?" AND THUS, HE THINKS HE PROVES, THAT ALTHOUGH THE PROPHETS MAY HAVE FORETOLD TRULY SUCH THINGS OF THE SON OF GOD, YET IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO BELIEVE IN THOSE PROPHECIES DECLARING THAT HE WOULD DO OR SUFFER SUCH THINGS. TO THIS OUR ANSWER IS THAT THE SUPPOSITION IS ABSURD, FOR IT COMBINES TWO LINES OF REASONING WHICH ARE OPPOSED TO EACH OTHER, AND THEREFORE MUTUALLY DESTRUCTIVE. THIS MAY BE SHOWN AS FOLLOWS. THE ONE ARGUMENT IS: "IF ANY TRUE PROPHETS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SAY THAT GOD WILL BECOME A SLAVE, OR SUFFER SICKNESS, OR DIE, THESE THINGS WILL COME TO GOD; FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE PROPHETS OF THE GREAT GOD SHOULD UTTER LIES." THE OTHER IS: "IF EVEN TRUE PROPHETS OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] SAY THAT THESE SAME THINGS SHALL COME TO PASS, SEEING THAT THESE THINGS FORETOLD ARE BY THE NATURE OF THINGS IMPOSSIBLE, THE PROPHECIES ARE NOT TRUE, AND THEREFORE THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN FORETOLD WILL NOT HAPPEN TO GOD." WHEN, THEN, WE FIND TWO PROCESSES OF REASONING IN BOTH OF WHICH THE MAJOR PREMISS IS THE SAME, LEADING TO TWO CONTRADICTORY CONCLUSIONS, WE USE THE FORM OF ARGUMENT CALLED "THE THEOREM OF TWO PROPOSITIONS," TO PROVE THAT THE MAJOR PREMISS IS FALSE, WHICH IN THE CASE BEFORE US IS THIS, "THAT THE PROPHETS HAVE FORETOLD THAT THE GREAT GOD SHOULD BECOME A SLAVE, SUFFER SICKNESS, OR DIE." WE CONCLUDE, THEN, THAT THE PROPHETS NEVER FORETOLD SUCH THINGS; AND THE ARGUMENT IS FORMALLY EXPRESSED AS FOLLOWS: 1ST, OF TWO THINGS, IF THE FIRST IS TRUE, THE SECOND IS TRUE; 2D, IF THE FIRST IS TRUE, THE SECOND IS NOT TRUE, THEREFORE THE FIRST IS NOT TRUE. THE CONCRETE EXAMPLE WHICH THE STOICS GIVE TO ILLUSTRATE THIS FORM OF ARGUMENT IS THE FOLLOWING: 1ST, IF YOU KNOW THAT YOU ARE DEAD, YOU ARE DEAD; 2D, IF YOU KNOW THAT YOU ARE DEAD, YOU ARE NOT DEAD. AND THE CONCLUSION IS--"YOU DO NOT KNOW THAT YOU ARE DEAD." THESE PROPOSITIONS ARE WORKED OUT AS FOLLOWS: IF YOU KNOW THAT YOU ARE DEAD, THAT WHICH YOU KNOW IS CERTAIN; THEREFORE, YOU ARE DEAD. AGAIN, IF YOU KNOW THAT YOU ARE DEAD, YOUR DEATH IS AN OBJECT OF KNOWLEDGE; BUT AS THE DEAD KNOW NOTHING, YOUR KNOWING THIS PROVES THAT YOU ARE NOT DEAD. ACCORDINGLY, BY JOINING THE TWO ARGUMENTS TOGETHER, YOU ARRIVE AT THE CONCLUSION--"YOU DO NOT KNOW THAT YOU ARE DEAD." NOW THE HYPOTHESIS OF CELSUS WHICH WE HAVE GIVEN ABOVE IS MUCH OF THE SAME KIND. 
CHAP. XVI. 
BUT BESIDES, THE PROPHECIES WHICH HE INTRODUCES INTO HIS ARGUMENT ARE VERY DIFFERENT FROM WHAT THE PROPHETS ACTUALLY FORETOLD OF JESUS CHRIST. FOR THE PROPHECIES DO NOT FORETELL THAT GOD WILL BE CRUCIFIED, WHEN THEY SAY OF HIM WHO SHOULD SUFFER, "WE BEHELD HIM, AND HE HAD NO FORM OR COMELINESS; BUT HIS FORM WAS DISHONORED AND MARRED MORE THAN THE SONS OF MEN; HE WAS A MAN OF SORROWS, AND ACQUAINTED WITH GRIEF." OBSERVE, THEN, HOW DISTINCTLY THEY SAY THAT IT WAS A MAN WHO SHOULD ENDURE THESE HUMAN SUFFERINGS. AND JESUS HIMSELF, WHO KNEW PERFECTLY THAT ONE WHO WAS TO DIE MUST BE A MAN, SAID TO HIS ACCUSERS: "BUT NOW YE SEEK TO KILL ME, A MAN THAT HATH SPOKEN UNTO YOU THE TRUTH WHICH I HEARD OF GOD." AND IF IN THAT MAN AS HE APPEARED AMONG MEN THERE WAS SOMETHING DIVINE, NAMELY THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION, ONE WHO SAID OF HIMSELF, "I AM THE TRUTH," "I AM THE LIFE," "I AM THE DOOR," "I AM THE WAY," "I AM THE LIVING BREAD WHICH CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN," OF THIS BEING AND HIS NATURE WE MUST JUDGE AND REASON IN A WAY QUITE DIFFERENT FROM THAT IN WHICH WE JUDGE OF THE MAN WHO WAS SEEN IN JESUS CHRIST. ACCORDINGLY, YOU WILL FIND NO CHRISTIAN, HOWEVER SIMPLE HE MAY BE, AND HOWEVER LITTLE VERSED IN CRITICAL STUDIES, WHO WOULD SAY THAT HE WHO DIED WAS "THE TRUTH," "THE LIFE," "THE WAY," "THE LIVING BREAD WHICH CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN," "THE RESURRECTION;" FOR IT WAS HE WHO APPEARED TO US IN THE FORM OF THE MAN JESUS, WHO TAUGHT US, SAYING, "I AM THE RESURRECTION." THERE IS NO ONE AMONGST US, I SAY, SO EXTRAVAGANT AS TO AFFIRM "THE LIFE DIED," "THE RESURRECTION DIED." THE SUPPOSITION OF CELSUS WOULD HAVE SOME FOUNDATION IF WE WERE TO SAY THAT IT HAD BEEN FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS THAT DEATH WOULD BEFALL GOD THE WORD, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE, THE RESURRECTION, OR ANY OTHER NAME WHICH IS ASSUMED BY THE SON OF GOD. 
CHAP. XVII. 
IN ONE POINT ALONE IS CELSUS CORRECT IN HIS STATEMENTS ON THIS SUBJECT. IT IS THAT IN WHICH HE SAYS: "THE PROPHETS WOULD NOT FORETELL THIS, BECAUSE IT INVOLVES THAT WHICH IS WICKED AND IMPIOUS,"--NAMELY, THAT THE GREAT GOD SHOULD BECOME A SLAVE OR SUFFER DEATH. BUT THAT WHICH IS PREDICTED BY THE PROPHETS IS WORTHY OF GOD, THAT HE WHO IS THE BRIGHTNESS AND EXPRESS IMAGE OF THE DIVINE NATURE SHOULD COME INTO THE WORLD WITH THE HOLY HUMAN SOUL WHICH WAS TO ANIMATE THE BODY OF JESUS, TO SOW THE SEED OF HIS WORD, WHICH MIGHT BRING ALL WHO RECEIVED AND CHERISHED IT INTO UNION WITH THE MOST HIGH GOD, AND WHICH WOULD LEAD TO PERFECT BLESSEDNESS ALL THOSE WHO FELT WITHIN THEM THE POWER OF GOD THE WORD, WHO WAS TO BE IN THE BODY AND SOUL OF A MAN. HE WAS TO BE IN IT INDEED, BUT NOT IN SUCH A WAY AS TO CONFINE THEREIN ALL THE RAYS OF HIS GLORY; AND WE ARE NOT TO SUPPOSE THAT THE LIGHT OF HIM WHO IS GOD THE WORD IS SHED FORTH IN NO OTHER WAY THAN IN THIS. IF, THEN, WE CONSIDER JESUS IN RELATION TO THE DIVINITY THAT WAS IN HIM, THE THINGS WHICH HE DID IN THIS CAPACITY PRESENT NOTHING TO OFFEND OUR IDEAS OF GOD, NOTHING BUT WHAT IS HOLY; AND IF WE CONSIDER HIM AS MAN, DISTINGUISHED BEYOND ALL OTHER MEN BY AN INTIMATE COMMUNION WITH THE ETERNAL WORD, WITH ABSOLUTE WISDOM, HE SUFFERED AS ONE WHO WAS WISE AND PERFECT, WHATEVER IT BEHOOVED HIM TO SUFFER WHO DID ALL FOR THE GOOD OF THE HUMAN RACE, YEA, EVEN FOR THE GOOD OF ALL INTELLIGENT BEINGS. AND THERE IS NOTHING ABSURD IN A MAN HAVING DIED, AND IN HIS DEATH BEING NOT ONLY AN EXAMPLE OF DEATH ENDURED FOR THE SAKE OF PIETY, BUT ALSO THE FIRST BLOW IN THE CONFLICT WHICH IS TO OVERTHROW THE POWER OF THAT EVIL SPIRIT THE DEVIL, WHO HAD OBTAINED DOMINION OVER THE WHOLE WORLD. FOR WE HAVE SIGNS AND PLEDGES OF THE DESTRUCTION OF HIS EMPIRE, IN THOSE WHO THROUGH THE COMING OF CHRIST ARE EVERYWHERE ESCAPING FROM THE POWER OF DEMONS, AND WHO, AFTER THEIR DELIVERANCE FROM THIS BONDAGE IN WHICH THEY WERE HELD, CONSECRATE THEMSELVES TO GOD, AND EARNESTLY DEVOTE THEMSELVES DAY BY DAY TO ADVANCEMENT IN A LIFE OF PIETY. 
CHAP. XVIII. 
CELSUS ADDS: "WILL THEY NOT BESIDES MAKE THIS REFLECTION? IF THE PROPHETS OF THE GOD OF THE JEWS FORETOLD THAT HE WHO SHOULD COME INTO THE WORLD WOULD BE THE SON OF THIS SAME GOD, HOW COULD HE COMMAND THEM THROUGH MOSES TO GATHER WEALTH, TO EXTEND THEIR DOMINION, TO FILL THE EARTH, TO PUT THEIR ENEMIES OF EVERY AGE TO THE SWORD, AND TO DESTROY THEM UTTERLY, WHICH INDEED HE HIMSELF DID--AS MOSES SAYS--THREATENING THEM, MOREOVER, THAT IF THEY DID NOT OBEY HIS COMMANDS, HE WOULD TREAT THEM AS HIS AVOWED ENEMIES; WHILST, ON THE OTHER HAND, HIS SON, THE MAN OF NAZARETH, PROMULGATED LAWS QUITE OP POSED TO THESE, DECLARING THAT NO ONE CAN COME TO THE FATHER WHO LOVES POWER, OR RICHES, OR GLORY; THAT MEN OUGHT NOT TO BE MORE CAREFUL IN PROVIDING FOOD THAN THE RAVENS; THAT THEY WERE TO BE LESS CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR RAIMENT THAN THE LILIES; THAT TO HIM WHO HAS GIVEN THEM ONE BLOW, THEY SHOULD OFFER TO RECEIVE ANOTHER? WHETHER IS IT MOSES OR JESUS WHO TEACHES FALSELY? DID THE FATHER, WHEN HE SENT JESUS, FORGET THE COMMANDS WHICH HE HAD GIVEN TO MOSES? OR DID HE CHANGE HIS MIND, CONDEMN HIS OWN LAWS, AND SEND FORTH A MESSENGER WITH COUNTER INSTRUCTIONS?" CELSUS, WITH ALL HIS BOASTS OF UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE, HAS HERE FALLEN INTO THE MOST VULGAR OF ERRORS, IN SUPPOSING THAT IN THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS THERE IS NOT A MEANING DEEPER THAN THAT AFFORDED BY A LITERAL RENDERING OF THE WORDS. HE DOES NOT SEE HOW MANIFESTLY INCREDIBLE IT IS THAT WORLDLY RICHES SHOULD BE PROMISED TO THOSE WHO LEAD UPRIGHT LIVES, WHEN IT IS A MATTER OF COMMON OBSERVATION THAT THE BEST OF MEN HAVE LIVED IN EXTREME POVERTY. INDEED, THE PROPHETS THEMSELVES, WHO FOR THE PURITY OF THEIR LIVES RECEIVED THE DIVINE SPIRIT, "WANDERED ABOUT IN SHEEPSKINS AND GOATSKINS; BEING DESTITUTE, AFFLICTED, TORMENTED: THEY WANDERED IN DESERTS, AND IN MOUNTAINS, AND IN DENS AND CAVES OF THE EARTH." FOR, AS THE PSALMIST, SAYS, "MANY ARE THE AFFLICTIONS OF THE RIGHTEOUS." IF CELSUS HAD READ THE WRITINGS OF MOSES, HE WOULD, I DARESAY, HAVE SUPPOSED THAT WHEN IT IS SAID TO HIM WHO KEPT THE LAW, "THOU SHALT LEND UNTO MANY NATIONS, AND THOU THYSELF SHALT NOT BORROW," THE PROMISE IS MADE TO THE JUST MAN, THAT HIS TEMPORAL RICHES SHOULD BE SO ABUNDANT, THAT HE WOULD BE ABLE TO LEND NOT ONLY TO THE JEWS, NOT ONLY TO TWO OR THREE NATIONS, BUT "TO MANY NATIONS." WHAT, THEN, MUST HAVE BEEN THE WEALTH WHICH THE JUST MAN RECEIVED ACCORDING TO THE LAW FOR HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, IF HE COULD LEND TO MANY NATIONS? AND MUST WE NOT SUPPOSE ALSO, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS INTERPRETATION, THAT THE JUST MAN WOULD NEVER BORROW ANYTHING? FOR IT IS WRITTEN, "AND THOU SHALT THYSELF BORROW NOTHING." DID THEN THAT NATION REMAIN FOR SO LONG A PERIOD ATTACHED TO THE RELIGION WHICH WAS TAUGHT BY MOSES, WHILST, ACCORDING TO THE SUPPOSITION OF CELSUS, THEY SAW THEMSELVES SO GRIEVOUSLY DECEIVED BY THAT LAWGIVER? FOR NOWHERE IS IT SAID OF ANY ONE THAT HE WAS SO RICH AS TO LEND TO MANY NATIONS. IT IS NOT TO BE BELIEVED THAT THEY WOULD HAVE FOUGHT SO ZEALOUSLY IN DEFENSE OF A LAW WHOSE PROMISES HAD PROVED GLARINGLY FALSE, IF THEY UNDERSTOOD THEM IN THE SENSE WHICH CELSUS GIVES TO THEM. AND IF ANY ONE SHOULD SAY THAT THE SINS WHICH ARE RECORDED TO HAVE BEEN COMMITTED BY THE PEOPLE ARE A PROOF THAT THEY DESPISED THE LAW, DOUBTLESS FROM THE FEELING THAT THEY HAD BEEN DECEIVED BY IT, WE MAY REPLY THAT WE HAVE ONLY TO READ THE HISTORY OF THE TIMES IN ORDER TO FIND IT SHOWN THAT THE WHOLE PEOPLE, AFTER HAVING DONE THAT WHICH WAS EVIL IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD, RETURNED AFTERWARDS TO THEIR DUTY, AND TO THE RELIGION PRESCRIBED BY THE LAW. 
CHAP. XIX. 
NOW IF THESE WORDS IN THE LAW, "THOU SHALT HAVE DOMINION OVER MANY NATIONS, AND NO ONE SHALL RULE OVER THEE," WERE SIMPLY A PROMISE TO THEM OF DOMINION, AND IF THEY CONTAIN NO DEEPER MEANING THAN THIS, THEN IT IS CERTAIN THAT THE PEOPLE WOULD HAVE HAD STILL STRONGER GROUNDS FOR DESPISING THE PROMISES OF THE LAW. CELSUS BRINGS FORWARD ANOTHER PASSAGE, ALTHOUGH HE CHANGES THE TERMS OF IT, WHERE IT IS SAID THAT THE WHOLE EARTH SHALL BE FILLED WITH THE HEBREW RACE; WHICH INDEED, ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONY OF HISTORY, DID ACTUALLY HAPPEN AFTER THE COMING OF CHRIST, ALTHOUGH RATHER AS A RESULT OF GOD'S ANGER, IF I MAY SO SAY, THAN OF HIS BLESSING. AS TO THE PROMISE MADE TO THE JEWS THAT THEY SHOULD SLAY THEIR ENEMIES, IT MAY BE ANSWERED THAT ANY ONE WHO EXAMINES CAREFULLY INTO THE MEANING OF THIS PASSAGE WILL FIND HIMSELF UNABLE TO INTERPRET IT LITERALLY. IT IS SUFFICIENT AT PRESENT TO REFER TO THE MANNER IN WHICH IN THE PSALMS THE JUST MAN IS REPRESENTED AS SAYING, AMONG OTHER THINGS, "EVERY MORNING WILL I DESTROY THE WICKED OF THE LAND; THAT I MAY CUT OFF ALL WORKERS OF INIQUITY FROM THE CITY OF JEHOVAH." JUDGE, THEN, FROM THE WORDS AND SPIRIT OF THE SPEAKER, WHETHER IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT, AFTER HAVING IN THE PRECEDING PART OF THE PSALM, AS ANY ONE MAY READ FOR HIMSELF, UTTERED THE NOBLEST THOUGHTS AND PURPOSES, HE SHOULD IN THE SEQUEL, ACCORDING TO THE LITERAL RENDERING OF HIS WORDS, SAY THAT IN THE MORNING, AND AT NO OTHER PERIOD OF THE DAY, HE WOULD DESTROY ALL SINNERS FROM THE EARTH, AND LEAVE NONE OF THEM ALIVE, AND THAT HE WOULD SLAY EVERY ONE IN JERUSALEM WHO DID INIQUITY. AND THERE ARE MANY SIMILAR EXPRESSIONS TO BE FOUND IN THE LAW, AS THIS, FOR EXAMPLE: "WE LEFT NOT ANYTHING ALIVE." 
CHAP. XX. 
CELSUS ADDS, THAT IT WAS FORETOLD TO THE JEWS, THAT IF THEY DID NOT OBEY THE LAW, THEY WOULD BE TREATED IN THE SAME WAY AS THEY TREATED THEIR ENEMIES; AND THEN HE QUOTES FROM THE TEACHING OF CHRIST SOME PRECEPTS WHICH HE CONSIDERS CONTRARY TO THOSE OF THE LAW, AND USES THAT AS AN ARGUMENT AGAINST US. BUT BEFORE PROCEEDING TO THIS POINT, WE MUST SPEAK OF THAT WHICH PRECEDES. WE HOLD, THEN, THAT THE LAW HAS A TWOFOLD SENSE, --THE ONE LITERAL, THE OTHER SPIRITUAL, AS HAS BEEN SHOWN BY SOME BEFORE US. OF THE FIRST OR LITERAL SENSE IT IS SAID, NOT BY US, BUT BY GOD, SPEAKING IN ONE OF THE PROPHETS, THAT "THE STATUTES ARE NOT GOOD, AND THE JUDGMENTS NOT GOOD;" WHEREAS, TAKEN IN A SPIRITUAL SENSE, THE SAME PROPHET MAKES GOD SAY THAT "HIS STATUTES ARE GOOD, AND HIS JUDGMENTS GOOD." YET EVIDENTLY THE PROPHET IS NOT SAYING THINGS WHICH ARE CONTRADICTORY OF EACH OTHER. PAUL IN LIKE MANNER SAYS, THAT "THE LETTER KILLETH, AND THE SPIRIT GIVETH LIFE," MEANING BY "THE LETTER" THE LITERAL SENSE, AND BY "THE SPIRIT" THE SPIRITUAL SENSE OF SCRIPTURE. WE MAY THEREFORE FIND IN PAUL, AS WELL AS IN THE PROPHET, APPARENT CONTRADICTIONS. INDEED, IF EZEKIEL SAYS IN ONE PLACE, "I GAVE THEM COMMANDMENTS WHICH WERE NOT GOOD, AND JUDGMENTS WHEREBY THEY SHOULD NOT LIVE," AND IN ANOTHER, "I GAVE THEM GOOD COMMANDMENTS AND JUDGMENTS, WHICH IF A MAN SHALL DO, HE SHALL LIVE BY THEM," PAUL IN LIKE MANNER, WHEN HE WISHES TO DISPARAGE THE LAW TAKEN LITERALLY, SAYS, "IF THE MINISTRATION OF DEATH, WRITTEN AND ENGRAVED IN STONES, WAS GLORIOUS, SO THAT THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL COULD NOT STEADFASTLY BEHOLD THE FACE OF MOSES FOR THE GLORY OF HIS COUNTENANCE, WHICH GLORY WAS TO BE DONE AWAY; HOW SHALL NOT THE MINISTRATION OF THE SPIRIT BE RATHER GLORIOUS?" BUT WHEN IN ANOTHER PLACE HE WISHES TO PRAISE AND RECOMMEND THE LAW, HE CALLS IT "SPIRITUAL," AND SAYS, "WE KNOW THAT THE LAW IS SPIRITUAL;" AND, "WHEREFORE THE LAW IS HOLY, AND THE COMMANDMENT HOLY, AND JUST, AND GOOD." 
CHAP. XXI. 
WHEN, THEN, THE LETTER OF THE LAW PROMISES RICHES TO THE JUST, CELSUS MAY FOLLOW THE LETTER WHICH KILLETH, AND UNDERSTAND IT OF WORLDLY RICHES, WHICH BLIND MEN; BUT WE SAY THAT IT REFERS TO THOSE RICHES WHICH ENLIGHTEN THE EYES, AND WHICH ENRICH A MAN "IN ALL UTTERANCE AND IN ALL KNOWLEDGE." AND IN THIS SENSE, WE "CHARGE THEM THAT ARE RICH IN THIS WORLD, THAT THEY BE NOT HIGH-MINDED, NOR TRUST IN UNCERTAIN RICHES BUT IN THE LIVING GOD, WHO GIVETH US RICHLY ALL THINGS TO ENJOY; THAT THEY DO GOOD, THAT THEY BE RICH IN GOOD WORKS, READY TO DISTRIBUTE, WILLING TO COMMUNICATE." FOR, AS SOLOMON SAYS, "RICHES" ARE THE TRUE GOOD, WHICH "ARE THE RANSOM OF THE LIFE OF A MAN;" BUT THE POVERTY WHICH IS THE OPPOSITE OF THESE RICHES IS DESTRUCTIVE, FOR BY IT "THE POOR CANNOT BEAR REBUKE." AND WHAT HAS BEEN SAID OF RICHES APPLIES TO DOMINION, IN REGARD TO WHICH IT IS SAID, "THE JUST MAN SHALL CHASE A THOUSAND, AND TWO PUT TEN THOUSAND TO FLIGHT." NOW IF RICHES ARE TO BE TAKEN IN THE SENSE WE HAVE JUST EXPLAINED, CONSIDER IF IT IS NOT ACCORDING TO GOD'S PROMISE THAT HE WHO IS RICH IN ALL UTTERANCE, IN ALL KNOWLEDGE, IN ALL WISDOM, IN ALL GOOD WORKS, MAY NOT OUT OF THESE TREASURES OF UTTERANCE, OF WISDOM, AND OF KNOWLEDGE, LEND TO MANY NATIONS. IT WAS THUS THAT PAUL LENT TO ALL THE NATIONS THAT HE VISITED, "CARRYING THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST FROM JERUSALEM, AND ROUND ABOUT UNTO ILLYRICUM." AND AS THE DIVINE KNOWLEDGE WAS GIVEN TO HIM BY REVELATION, AND HIS MIND WAS ILLUMINED BY THE DIVINE WORD, HE HIMSELF THEREFORE NEEDED TO BORROW FROM NO ONE, AND REQUIRED NOT THE MINISTRY TO ANY MAN TO TEACH HIM THE WORD OF TRUTH. THUS, AS IT HAD BEEN WRITTEN, "THOU SHALT HAVE DOMINION OVER MANY NATIONS, AND THEY SHALL NOT HAVE DOMINION OVER THEE," HE RULED OVER THE GENTILES WHOM HE BROUGHT UNDER THE TEACHING OF JESUS CHRIST; AND HE NEVER "GAVE PLACE BY SUBJECTION TO MEN, NO, NOT FOR AN HOUR, AS BEING HIMSELF MIGHTIER THAN THEY. AND THUS, ALSO HE "FILLED THE EARTH." 
CHAP. XXII. 
IF I MUST NOW EXPLAIN HOW THE JUST MAN "SLAYS HIS ENEMIES," AND PREVAILS EVERYWHERE, IT IS TO BE OBSERVED THAT, WHEN HE SAYS, "EVERY MORNING WILL I DESTROY THE WICKED OF THE LAND, THAT I MAY CUT OFF ALL WORKERS OF INIQUITY FROM THE CITY OF JEHOVAH," BY "THE LAND" HE MEANS THE FLESH WHOSE LUSTS ARE AT ENMITY WITH GOD; AND BY "THE CITY OF JEHOVAH" HE DESIGNATES HIS OWN SOUL, IN WHICH WAS THE TEMPLE OF GOD, CONTAINING THE TRUE IDEA AND CONCEPTION OF GOD, WHICH MAKES IT TO BE ADMIRED BY ALL WHO LOOK UPON IT. AS SOON, THEN, AS THE RAYS OF THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS SHINE INTO HIS SOUL, FEELING STRENGTHENED AND INVIGORATED BY THEIR INFLUENCE, HE SETS HIMSELF TO DESTROY ALL THE LUSTS OF THE FLESH, WHICH ARE CALLED "THE WICKED OF THE LAND," AND DRIVES OUT OF THAT CITY OF THE LORD WHICH IS IN HIS SOUL ALL THOUGHTS WHICH WORK INIQUITY, AND ALL SUGGESTIONS WHICH ARE OPPOSED TO THE TRUTH. AND IN THIS WAY ALSO THE JUST GIVE UP TO DESTRUCTION ALL THEIR ENEMIES, WHICH ARE THEIR VICES, SO THAT THEY DO NOT SPARE EVEN THE CHILDREN, THAT IS, THE EARLY BEGINNINGS AND PROMPTINGS OF EVIL. IN THIS SENSE ALSO, WE UNDERSTAND THE LANGUAGE OF THE 137TH PSALM: "O DAUGHTER OF BABYLON, WHO ART TO BE DESTROYED; HAPPY SHALL HE BE THAT REWARDETH THEE AS THOU HAST SERVED US: HAPPY SHALL HE BE THAT TAKETH AND DASHETH THY LITTLE ONES AGAINST THE STONES." FOR "THE LITTLE ONES" OF BABYLON (WHICH SIGNIFIES CONFUSION) ARE THOSE TROUBLESOME SINFUL THOUGHTS WHICH ARISE IN THE SOUL AND HE WHO SUBDUES THEM BY STRIKING, AS IT WERE, THEIR HEADS AGAINST THE FIRM AND SOLID STRENGTH OF REASON AND TRUTH, IS THE MAN WHO "DASHETH THE LITTLE ONES AGAINST THE STONES;" AND HE IS THEREFORE TRULY BLESSED. GOD MAY THEREFORE HAVE COMMANDED MEN TO DESTROY ALL THEIR VICES UTTERLY, EVEN AT THEIR BIRTH, WITHOUT HAVING ENJOINED ANYTHING CONTRARY TO THE TEACHING OF CHRIST; AND HE MAY HIMSELF HAVE DESTROYED BEFORE THE EYES OF THOSE WHO WERE "JEWS INWARDLY" ALL THE OFFSPRING OF EVIL AS HIS ENEMIES. AND, IN LIKE MANNER, THOSE WHO DISOBEY THE LAW AND WORD OF GOD MAY WELL BE COMPARED TO HIS ENEMIES LED ASTRAY BY SIN; AND THEY MAY WELL BE SAID TO SUFFER THE SAME FATE AS THEY DESERVE WHO HAVE PROVED TRAITORS TO THE TRUTH OF GOD. 
CHAP. XXIII. 
FROM WHAT HAS BEEN SAID, IT IS CLEAR THEN THAT JESUS, "THE MAN OF NAZARETH," DID NOT PROMULGATE LAWS OPPOSED TO THOSE JUST CONSIDERED IN REGARD TO RICHES, WHEN HE SAID, "IT IS HARD FOR THE RICH MAN TO ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD;'' WHETHER WE TAKE THE WORD "RICH" IN ITS SIMPLEST SENSE, AS REFERRING TO THE MAN WHOSE MIND IS DISTRACTED BY HIS WEALTH, AND, AS IT WERE, ENTANGLED WITH THORNS, SO THAT HE BRINGS FORTH NO SPIRITUAL FRUIT; OR WHETHER IT IS THE MAN WHO IS RICH IN THE SENSE OF ABOUNDING IN FALSE NOTIONS, OF WHOM IT IS WRITTEN IN THE PROVERBS, "BETTER IS THE POOR MAN WHO IS JUST, THAN THE RICH MAN WHO IS FALSE." PERHAPS IT IS THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES WHICH HAVE LED CELSUS TO SUPPOSE THAT JESUS FORBIDS AMBITION TO HIS DISCIPLES: "WHOEVER OF YOU WILL BE THE CHIEFEST, SHALL BE SERVANT OF ALL;" "THE PRINCES OF THE GENTILES EXERCISE DOMINION OVER THEM," AND "THEY THAT EXERCISE AUTHORITY UPON THEM ARE CALLED BENEFACTORS." BUT THERE IS NOTHING HERE INCONSISTENT WITH THE PROMISE, "THOU SHALT RULE OVER MANY NATIONS, AND THEY SHALL NOT RULE OVER THEE," ESPECIALLY AFTER THE EXPLANATION WHICH WE HAVE GIVEN OF THESE WORDS. CELSUS NEXT THROWS IN AN EXPRESSION IN REGARD TO WISDOM, AS THOUGH HE THOUGHT THAT, ACCORDING TO THE TEACHING OF CHRIST, NO WISE MAN COULD COME TO THE FATHER. BUT WE WOULD ASK IN WHAT SENSE HE SPEAKS OF A WISE MAN. FOR IF HE MEANS ONE WHO IS WISE IN "THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD," AS IT IS CALLED, "WHICH IS FOOLISHNESS WITH GOD," THEN WE WOULD AGREE WITH HIM IN SAYING THAT ACCESS TO THE FATHER IS DENIED TO ONE WHO IS WISE IN THAT SENSE. BUT IF BY WISDOM ANY ONE MEANS CHRIST, WHO IS "THE POWER AND WISDOM OF GOD," FAR FROM SUCH A WISE MAN BEING REFUSED ACCESS TO THE FATHER, WE HOLD THAT HE WHO IS ADORNED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT WITH THAT GIFT WHICH IS CALLED "THE WORD OF WISDOM," FAR EXCELS ALL THOSE WHO HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE SAME GRACE. 
CHAP. XXIV. 
THE PURSUIT OF HUMAN GLORY, WE MAINTAIN, IS FORBIDDEN NOT ONLY BY THE TEACHING OF JESUS, BUT ALSO BY THE OLD TESTAMENT. ACCORDINGLY, WE FIND ONE OF THE PROPHETS, WHEN IMPRECATING UPON HIMSELF CERTAIN PUNISHMENTS FOR THE COMMISSION OF CERTAIN SINS, INCLUDES AMONG THE PUNISHMENTS THIS ONE OF EARTHLY GLORY. HE SAYS, "O LORD MY GOD, IF I HAVE DONE THIS; IF THERE BE INIQUITY IN MY HANDS; IF I HAVE REWARDED EVIL UNTO HIM THAT WAS AT PEACE WITH ME; (YEA, RATHER, I HAVE DELIVERED HIM THAT WITHOUT CAUSE IS MINE ENEMY;) LET THE ENEMY PERSECUTE MY SOUL, AND TAKE IT; YEA, LET HIM TREAD DOWN MY LIFE UPON THE EARTH, AND SET MY GLORY UP AN HIGH." AND THESE PRECEPTS OF OUR LORD, "TAKE NO THOUGHT WHAT YE SHALL EAT, OR WHAT YE SHALL DRINK. BEHOLD THE FOWLS OF THE AIR, OR BEHOLD THE RAVENS: FOR THEY SOW NOT, NEITHER DO THEY REAP; YET YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER FEEDETH THEM. HOW MUCH BETTER ARE YE THAN THEY! AND WHY TAKE YE THOUGHT FOR RAIMENT? CONSIDER THE LILIES OF THE FIELD;"--THESE PRECEPTS, AND THOSE WHICH FOLLOW, ARE NOT INCONSISTENT WITH THE PROMISED BLESSINGS OF THE LAW, WHICH TEACHES THAT THE JUST "SHALL EAT THEIR BREAD TO THE FULL; NOR WITH THAT SAYING OF SOLOMON, "THE RIGHTEOUS EATETH TO THE SATISFYING OF HIS SOUL, BUT THE BELLY OF THE WICKED SHALL WANT." FOR WE MUST CONSIDER THE FOOD PROMISED IN THE LAW AS THE FOOD OF THE SOUL, WHICH IS TO SATISFY NOT BOTH PARTS OF MAN'S NATURE, BUT THE SOUL ONLY. AND THE WORDS OF THE GOSPEL, ALTHOUGH PROBABLY CONTAINING A DEEPER MEANING, MAY YET BE TAKEN IN THEIR MORE SIMPLE AND OBVIOUS SENSE. AS TEACHING US NOT TO BE DISTURBED WITH ANXIETIES ABOUT OUR FOOD AND CLOTHING, BUT, WHILE LIVING IN PLAINNESS, AND DESIRING ONLY WHAT IS NEEDFUL, TO PUT OUR TRUST IN THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD. 
CHAP. XXV. 
CELSUS THEN EXTRACTS FROM THE GOSPEL THE PRECEPT, "TO HIM WHO STRIKES THEE ONCE, THOU SHALT OFFER THYSELF TO BE STRUCK AGAIN," ALTHOUGH WITHOUT GIVING ANY PASSAGE FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT WHICH HE CONSIDERS OPPOSED TO IT. ON THE ONE HAND, WE KNOW THAT "IT WAS SAID TO THEM IN OLD TIME, AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH;" AND ON THE OTHER, WE HAVE READ, "I SAY UNTO YOU, WHOEVER SHALL SMITE THEE ON THE ONE CHEEK, TURN TO HIM THE OTHER ALSO." BUT AS THERE IS REASON TO BELIEVE THAT CELSUS PRODUCES THE OBJECTIONS WHICH HE HAS HEARD FROM THOSE WHO WISH TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE GOD OF THE GOSPEL AND THE GOD OF THE LAW, WE MUST SAY IN REPLY, THAT THIS PRECEPT, "WHOSOEVER SHALL STRIKE THEE ON THE ONE CHEEK, TURN TO HIM THE OTHER," IS NOT UNKNOWN IN THE OLDER SCRIPTURES. FOR THUS, IN THE LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH, IT IS SAID, "IT IS GOOD FOR A MAN THAT HE BEARS THE YOKE IN HIS YOUTH: HE SITTETH ALONE, AND KEEPETH SILENCE, BECAUSE HE HATH BORNE IT UPON HIM. HE GIVETH HIS CHEEK TO HIM THAT SMITETH HIM; HE IS FILLED FULL WITH REPROACH." THERE IS NO DISCREPANCY, THEN, BETWEEN THE GOD OF THE GOSPEL AND THE GOD OF THE LAW, EVEN WHEN WE TAKE LITERALLY THE PRECEPT REGARDING THE BLOW ON THE FACE. SO, THEN, WE INFER THAT NEITHER "JESUS NOR MOSES HAS TAUGHT FALSELY." THE FATHER IN SENDING JESUS DID NOT "FORGET THE COMMANDS WHICH HE HAD GIVEN TO MOSES:" HE DID NOT "CHANGE HIS MIND, CONDEMN HIS OWN LAWS, AND SEND BY HIS MESSENGER COUNTER INSTRUCTIONS." 
CHAP. XXVI. 
HOWEVER, IF WE MUST REFER BRIEFLY TO THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CONSTITUTION WHICH WAS GIVEN TO THE JEWS OF OLD BY MOSES, AND THAT WHICH THE CHRISTIANS, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF CHRIST'S TEACHING, WISH NOW TO ESTABLISH, WE WOULD OBSERVE THAT IT MUST BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE LEGISLATION OF MOSES, TAKEN LITERALLY, TO HARMONIZE WITH THE CALLING OF THE GENTILES, AND WITH THEIR SUBJECTION TO THE ROMAN GOVERNMENT; AND ON THE OTHER HAND, IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE JEWS TO PRESERVE THEIR CIVIL ECONOMY UNCHANGED, SUPPOSING THAT THEY SHOULD EMBRACE THE GOSPEL. FOR CHRISTIANS COULD NOT SLAY THEIR ENEMIES, OR CONDEMN TO BE BURNED OR STONED, AS MOSES COMMANDS, THOSE WHO HAD BROKEN THE LAW, AND WERE THEREFORE CONDEMNED AS DESERVING OF THESE PUNISHMENTS; SINCE THE JEWS THEMSELVES, HOWEVER DESIROUS OF CARRYING OUT THEIR LAW, ARE NOT ABLE TO INFLICT THESE. PUNISHMENTS. BUT IN THE CASE OF THE ANCIENT JEWS, WHO HAD A LAND AND A FORM OF GOVERNMENT OF THEIR OWN, TO TAKE FROM THEM THE RIGHT OF MAKING WAR UPON THEIR ENEMIES, OF FIGHTING FOR THEIR COUNTRY, OF PUTTING TO DEATH OR OTHERWISE PUNISHING ADULTERERS, MURDERERS, OR OTHERS WHO WERE GUILTY OF SIMILAR CRIMES, WOULD BE TO SUBJECT THEM TO SUDDEN AND UTTER DESTRUCTION WHENEVER THE ENEMY FELL UPON THEM; FOR THEIR VERY LAWS WOULD IN THAT CASE RESTRAIN THEM, AND PREVENT THEM FROM RESISTING THE ENEMY. AND THAT SAME PROVIDENCE WHICH OF OLD GAVE THE LAW, AND HAS NOW GIVEN THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, NOT WISHING THE JEWISH STATE TO CONTINUE LONGER, HAS DESTROYED THEIR CITY AND THEIR TEMPLE: IT HAS ABOLISHED THE WORSHIP WHICH WAS OFFERED TO GOD IN THAT TEMPLE BY THE SACRIFICE OF VICTIMS, AND OTHER CEREMONIES WHICH HE HAD PRESCRIBED. AND AS IT HAS DESTROYED THESE THINGS, NOT WISHING THAT THEY SHOULD LONGER CONTINUE, IN LIKE MANNER IT HAS EXTENDED DAY BY DAY THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, SO THAT IT IS NOW PREACHED EVERYWHERE WITH BOLDNESS, AND THAT IN SPITE OF THE NUMEROUS OBSTACLES WHICH OPPOSE THE SPREAD OF CHRIST'S TEACHING IN THE WORLD. BUT SINCE IT WAS THE PURPOSE OF GOD THAT THE NATIONS SHOULD RECEIVE THE BENEFITS OF CHRIST'S TEACHING, ALL THE DEVICES OF MEN AGAINST CHRISTIANS HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO SOUGHT; FOR THE MORE THAT KINGS, AND RULERS, AND PEOPLES HAVE PERSECUTED THEM EVERYWHERE, THE MORE HAVE THEY INCREASED IN NUMBER AND GROWN IN STRENGTH. 
CHAP. XXVII. 
AFTER THIS CELSUS RELATES AT LENGTH OPINIONS WHICH HE ASCRIBES TO US, BUT WHICH WE DO NOT HOLD, REGARDING THE DIVINE BEING, TO THE EFFECT THAT "HE IS CORPOREAL IN HIS NATURE, AND POSSESSES A BODY LIKE A MAN." AS HE UNDERTAKES TO REFUTE OPINIONS WHICH ARE NONE OF OURS, IT WOULD BE NEEDLESS TO GIVE EITHER THE OPINIONS THEMSELVES OR THEIR REFUTATION. INDEED, IF WE DID HOLD THOSE VIEWS OF GOD WHICH HE ASCRIBES TO US, AND WHICH HE OPPOSES, WE WOULD BE BOUND TO QUOTE HIS WORDS, TO ADDUCE OUR OWN ARGUMENTS, AND TO REFUTE HIS. BUT IF HE BRINGS FORWARD OPINIONS WHICH HE HAS EITHER HEARD FROM NO ONE, OR IF IT BE ASSUMED THAT HE HAS HEARD THEM, IT MUST HAVE BEEN FROM THOSE WHO ARE VERY SIMPLE AND IGNORANT OF THE MEANING OF SCRIPTURE, THEN WE NEED NOT UNDERTAKE SO SUPERFLUOUS A TASK AS THAT OF REFUTING THEM. FOR THE SCRIPTURES PLAINLY SPEAK OF GOD AS OF A BEING WITHOUT BODY. HENCE IT IS SAID, "NO MAN HATH SEEN GOD AT ANY TIME;" AND THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION IS CALLED "THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD," WHICH IS THE SAME AS IF IT WERE SAID THAT HE IS INCORPOREAL. HOWEVER, WE HAVE ALREADY SAID SOMETHING ON THE NATURE OF GOD WHILE EXAMINING INTO THE MEANING OF THE WORDS, "GOD IS A SPIRIT, AND THEY WHO WORSHIP HIM MUST WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH." 
CHAP. XXVIII. 
AFTER THUS MISREPRESENTING OUR VIEWS OF THE NATURE OF GOD, CELSUS GOES ON TO ASK OF US "WHERE WE HOPE TO GO AFTER DEATH;" AND HE MAKES OUR ANSWER TO BE, "TO ANOTHER LAND BETTER THAN THIS." ON THIS HE COMMENTS AS FOLLOWS: "THE DIVINE MEN OF A FORMER AGE HAVE SPOKEN OF A HAPPY LIFE RESERVED FOR THE SOULS OF THE BLESSED. SOME DESIGNATED IT 'THE ISLES OF THE BLEST,' AND OTHERS 'THE ELYSIAN PLAIN,' SO CALLED BECAUSE THEY WERE THERE TO BE DELIVERED FROM THEIR PRESENT EVILS. THUS, HOMER SAYS: 'BUT THE GODS SHALL SEND THEE TO THE ELYSIAN PLAIN, ON THE BORDERS OF THE EARTH, WHERE THEY LEAD A MOST QUIET LIFE.' PLATO ALSO, WHO BELIEVED IN THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL, DISTINCTLY GIVES THE NAME 'LAND' TO THE PLACE WHERE IT IS SENT. 'THE EXTENT OF IT,' A SAYS HE, 'IS IMMENSE, AND WE ONLY OCCUPY A SMALL PORTION OF IT, FROM THE PHASIS TO THE PILLARS OF HERCULES, WHERE WE DWELL ALONG THE SHORES OF THE SEA, AS GRASSHOPPERS AND FROGS BESIDE A MARSH. BUT THERE ARE MANY OTHER PLACES INHABITED IN LIKE MANNER BY OTHER MEN. FOR THERE ARE IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE EARTH CAVITIES, VARYING IN FORM AND IN MAGNITUDE, INTO WHICH RUN WATER, AND CLOUDS, AND AIR. BUT THAT LAND WHICH IS PURE LIES IN THE PURE REGION OF HEAVEN.'" CELSUS THEREFORE SUPPOSES THAT WHAT WE SAY OF A LAND WHICH IS MUCH BETTER AND MORE EXCELLENT THAN THIS, HAS BEEN BORROWED FROM CERTAIN ANCIENT WRITERS WHOM HE STYLES "DIVINE," AND CHIEFLY FROM PLATO, WHO IN HIS PHAEDON DISCOURSES ON THE PURE LAND LYING IN A PURE HEAVEN. BUT HE DOES NOT SEE THAT MOSES, WHO IS MUCH OLDER THAN THE GREEK LITERATURE, INTRODUCES GOD AS PROMISING TO THOSE WHO LIVED ACCORDING TO HIS LAW THE HOLY LAND, WHICH IS "A GOOD LAND AND A LARGE, A LAND FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY;" WHICH PROMISE IS NOT TO BE UNDERSTOOD TO REFER, AS SOME SUPPOSE, TO THAT PART OF THE EARTH WHICH WE CALL JUDEA; FOR IT, HOWEVER GOOD IT MAY BE, STILL FORMS PART OF THE EARTH, WHICH WAS ORIGINALLY CURSED FOR THE TRANSGRESSION OF ADAM. FOR THESE WORDS, "CURSED SHALL THE GROUND BE FOR WHAT THOU HAST DONE; WITH GRIEF, THAT IS, WITH LABOUR, SHALT THOU EAT OF THE FRUIT OF IT ALL THE DAYS OF THY LIFE," WERE SPOKEN OF THE WHOLE EARTH, THE FRUIT OF WHICH EVERY MAN WHO DIED IN ADAM EATS WITH SORROW OR LABOUR ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE. AND AS ALL THE EARTH HAS BEEN CURSED, IT BRINGS FORTH THORNS AND BRIERS ALL THE DAYS OF THE LIFE OF THOSE WHO IN ADAM WERE DRIVEN OUT OF PARADISE; AND IN THE SWEAT OF HIS FACE EVERY MAN EATS BREAD UNTIL HE RETURNS TO THE GROUND FROM WHICH HE WAS TAKEN. FOR THE FULL EXPOSITION OF ALL THAT IS CONTAINED IN THIS PASSAGE MUCH MIGHT BE SAID; BUT WE HAVE CONFINED OURSELVES TO THESE FEW WORDS AT PRESENT, WHICH ARE INTENDED TO REMOVE THE IDEA, THAT WHAT IS SAID OF THE GOOD LAND PROMISED BY GOD TO THE RIGHTEOUS, REFERS TO THE LAND OF JUDEA. 
CHAP. XXIX. 
IF, THEN, THE WHOLE EARTH HAS BEEN CURSED IN THE DEEDS OF ADAM AND OF THOSE WHO DIED IN HIM, IT IS PLAIN THAT ALL PARTS OF THE EARTH SHARE IN THE CURSE, AND AMONG OTHERS THE LAND OF JUDEA; SO THAT THE WORDS, "A GOOD LAND AND A LARGE, A LAND FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY, CANNOT APPLY TO IT, ALTHOUGH WE MAY SAY OF IT, THAT BOTH JUDEA AND JERUSALEM WERE THE SHADOW AND FIGURE OF THAT PURE LAND, GOODLY AND LARGE, IN THE PURE REGION OF HEAVEN, IN WHICH IS THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM. AND IT IS IN REFERENCE TO THIS JERUSALEM THAT THE APOSTLE SPOKE, AS ONE WHO, "BEING RISEN WITH CHRIST, AND SEEKING THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE," HAD FOUND A TRUTH WHICH FORMED NO PART OF THE JEWISH MYTHOLOGY. "YE ARE COME," SAYS HE, "UNTO MOUNT SION, AND UNTO THE CITY OF THE LIVING GOD, THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM, AND TO AN INNUMERABLE COMPANY OF ANGELS." AND IN ORDER TO BE ASSURED THAT OUR EXPLANATION OF "THE GOOD AND LARGE LAND" OF MOSES IS NOT CONTRARY TO THE INTENTION OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT, WE HAVE ONLY TO READ IN ALL THE PROPHETS WHAT THEY SAY OF THOSE WHO, AFTER HAVING LEFT JERUSALEM, AND WANDERED ASTRAY FROM IT, SHOULD AFTERWARDS RETURN AND BE SETTLED IN THE PLACE WHICH IS CALLED THE HABITATION AND CITY OF GOD, AS IN THE WORDS, "HIS DWELLING IS IN THE HOLY PLACE;" AND, "GREAT IS THE LORD, AND GREATLY TO BE PRAISED IN THE CITY OF OUR GOD, IN THE MOUNTAIN OF HIS HOLINESS, BEAUTIFUL FOR SITUATION, THE JOY OF THE WHOLE EARTH." IT IS ENOUGH AT PRESENT TO QUOTE THE WORDS OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH PSALM, WHICH SPEAKS THUS OF THE LAND OF THE RIGHTEOUS, "THOSE THAT WAIT UPON THE LORD THEY SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH;" AND A LITTLE AFTER, "BUT THE MEEK SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH, AND SHALL DELIGHT THEMSELVES IN THE ABUNDANCE OF PEACE;" AND AGAIN, "THOSE WHO BLESS HIM SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH;" AND, "THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL INHERIT THE LAND, AND DWELL THEREIN FOR EVER." AND CONSIDER WHETHER IT IS NOT EVIDENT TO INTELLIGENT READERS THAT THE FOLLOWING WORDS FROM THIS SAME PSALM REFER TO THE PURE LAND IN THE PURE HEAVEN: "WAIT ON THE LORD, AND KEEP HIS WAY; AND HE SHALL EXALT THEE TO INHERIT THE LAND." 
CHAP. XXX. 
IT SEEMS TO ME ALSO THAT THE FANCY OF PLATO, THAT THOSE STONES WHICH WE CALL PRECIOUS STONES DERIVE THEIR LUSTER FROM A REFLECTION, AS IT WERE, OF THE STONES IN THAT BETTER LAND, IS TAKEN FROM THE WORDS OF ISAIAH IN DESCRIBING THE CITY OF GOD, "I WILL MAKE THY BATTLEMENTS OF JASPER, THY STONES SHALL BE CRYSTAL, AND THY BORDERS OF PRECIOUS STONES;" AND, "I WILL LAY THY FOUNDATIONS WITH SAPPHIRES." THOSE WHO HOLD IN GREATEST REVERENCE THE TEACHING OF PLATO, EXPLAIN THIS MYTH OF HIS AS AN ALLEGORY. AND THE PROPHECIES FROM WHICH, AS WE CONJECTURE, PLATO HAS BORROWED, WILL BE EXPLAINED BY THOSE WHO, LEADING A GODLY LIFE LIKE THAT OF THE PROPHETS, DEVOTE ALL THEIR TIME TO THE STUDY OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, TO THOSE WHO ARE QUALIFIED TO LEARN BY PURITY OF LIFE, AND THEIR DESIRE TO ADVANCE IN DIVINE KNOWLEDGE. FOR OUR PART, OUR PURPOSE HAS BEEN SIMPLY TO SAY THAT WHAT WE AFFIRM OF THAT SACRED LAND HAS NOT BEEN TAKEN FROM PLATO OR ANY OF THE GREEKS, BUT THAT THEY RATHER--LIVING AS THEY DID NOT ONLY AFTER MOSES, WHO WAS THE OLDEST, BUT EVEN AFTER MOST OF THE PROPHETS--BORROWED FROM THEM, AND IN SO DOING EITHER MISUNDERSTOOD THEIR OBSCURE INTIMATIONS ON SUCH SUBJECTS, OR ELSE ENDEAVORED, IN THEIR ALLUSIONS TO THE BETTER LAND, TO IMITATE THOSE PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE WHICH HAD FALLEN INTO THEIR HANDS. HAGGAI EXPRESSLY MAKES A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE EARTH AND THE DRY LAND, MEANING BY THE LATTER THE LAND IN WHICH WE LIVE. HE SAYS: "YET ONCE, AND I WILL SHAKE THE HEAVENS, AND THE EARTH, AND THE DRY LAND, AND THE SEA." 
CHAP. XXXI. 
REFERRING TO THE PASSAGE IN THE PHAEDON OF PLATO, CELSUS SAYS: "IT IS NOT EASY FOR EVERY ONE TO UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF PLATO'S WORDS, WHEN HE SAYS THAT ON ACCOUNT OF OUR WEAKNESS AND SLOWNESS WE ARE UNABLE TO REACH THE HIGHEST REGION OF THE AIR; BUT THAT IF OUR NATURE WERE CAPABLE OF SO SUBLIME A CONTEMPLATION, WE WOULD THEN BE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THAT THAT IS THE TRUE HEAVEN, AND THAT THE TRUE LIGHT." AS CELSUS HAS DEFERRED TO ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY THE EXPLANATION OF PLATO'S IDEA, WE ALSO THINK THAT IT DOES NOT FALL WITHIN OUR PURPOSE AT PRESENT TO ENTER INTO ANY FULL DESCRIPTION OF THAT HOLY AND GOOD LAND, AND OF THE CITY OF GOD WHICH IS IN IT; BUT RESERVE THE CONSIDERATION OF IT FOR OUR COMMENTARY ON THE PROPHETS, HAVING ALREADY IN PART, ACCORDING TO OUR POWER, TREATED OF THE CITY OF GOD IN OUR REMARKS ON THE FORTY-SIXTH AND FORTY-EIGHTH PSALMS. THE WRITINGS OF MOSES AND THE PROPHETS--THE MOST ANCIENT OF ALL BOOKS--TEACH US THAT ALL THINGS HERE ON EARTH WHICH ARE IN COMMON USE AMONG MEN, HAVE OTHER THINGS CORRESPONDING TO THEM IN NAME WHICH ARE ALONE REAL. THUS, FOR INSTANCE, THERE IS THE TRUE LIGHT, AND ANOTHER HEAVEN BEYOND THE FIRMAMENT, AND A SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS OTHER THAN THE SUN WE SEE. IN A WORD, TO DISTINGUISH THOSE THINGS FROM THE OBJECTS OF SENSE, WHICH HAVE NO TRUE REALITY, THEY SAY OF GOD THAT "HIS WORKS ARE TRUTH;" THUS MAKING A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE WORKS OF GOD AND THE WORKS OF GOD'S HANDS, WHICH LATTER ARE OF AN INFERIOR SORT. ACCORDINGLY, GOD IN ISAIAH COMPLAINS OF MEN, THAT "THEY REGARD NOT THE [SEXLESS] WORKS OF THE LORD, NOR CONSIDER THE OPERATION OF HIS HANDS." BUT ENOUGH ON THIS POINT. 
CHAP. XXXII. 
CELSUS NEXT ASSAILS THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION, WHICH IS A HIGH AND DIFFICULT DOCTRINE, AND ONE WHICH MORE THAN OTHERS REQUIRES A HIGH AND ADVANCED DEGREE OF WISDOM TO SET FORTH HOW WORTHY IT IS OF GOD; AND HOW SUBLIME A TRUTH IT IS WHICH TEACHES US THAT THERE IS A SEMINAL PRINCIPLE LODGED IN THAT WHICH SCRIPTURE SPEAKS OF AS THE "TABERNACLE" OF THE SOUL, IN WHICH THE RIGHTEOUS "DO GROAN, BEING BURDENED, NOT FOR THAT THEY WOULD BE UNCLOTHED, BUT CLOTHED UPON." CELSUS RIDICULES THIS DOCTRINE BECAUSE HE DOES NOT UNDERSTAND IT, AND BECAUSE HE HAS LEARNT IT FROM IGNORANT PERSONS, WHO WERE UNABLE TO SUPPORT IT ON ANY REASONABLE GROUNDS. IT WILL BE PROFITABLE, THEREFORE, THAT IN ADDITION TO WHAT WE HAVE SAID ABOVE, WE SHOULD MAKE THIS ONE REMARK. OUR TEACHING ON THE SUBJECT OF THE RESURRECTION IS NOT, AS CELSUS IMAGINES, DERIVED FROM ANYTHING THAT WE HAVE HEARD ON THE DOCTRINE OF METEMPSYCHOSIS; BUT WE KNOW THAT THE SOUL, WHICH IS IMMATERIAL AND INVISIBLE IN ITS NATURE, EXISTS IN NO MATERIAL PLACE, WITHOUT HAVING A BODY SUITED TO THE NATURE OF THAT PLACE. ACCORDINGLY, IT AT ONE TIME PUTS OFF ONE BODY WHICH WAS NECESSARY BEFORE, BUT WHICH IS NO LONGER ADEQUATE IN ITS CHANGED STATE, AND IT EXCHANGES IT FOR A SECOND; AND AT ANOTHER TIME IT ASSUMES ANOTHER IN ADDITION TO THE FORMER, WHICH IS NEEDED AS A BETTER COVERING, SUITED TO THE PURER ETHEREAL REGIONS OF HEAVEN. WHEN IT COMES INTO THE WORLD AT BIRTH, IT CASTS OFF THE INTEGUMENTS WHICH IT NEEDED IN THE WOMB; AND BEFORE DOING THIS, IT PUTS ON ANOTHER BODY SUITED FOR ITS LIFE UPON EARTH. THEN, AGAIN, AS THERE IS "A TABERNACLE" AND "AN EARTHLY HOUSE" WHICH IS IN SOME SORT NECESSARY FOR THIS TABERNACLE, SCRIPTURE TEACHES US THAT "THE EARTHLY HOUSE OF THIS TABERNACLE SHALL BE DISSOLVED," BUT THAT THE TABERNACLE SHALL "BE CLOTHED UPON WITH A HOUSE NOT MADE WITH HANDS, ETERNAL IN THE HEAVENS." THE MEN OF GOD SAY ALSO THAT "THE CORRUPTIBLE SHALL PUT ON INCORRUPTION," WHICH IS A DIFFERENT THING FROM "THE INCORRUPTIBLE;" AND "THE MORTAL SHALL PUT ON IMMORTALITY," WHICH IS DIFFERENT FROM "THE IMMORTAL." INDEED, WHAT "WISDOM" IS TO "THE WISE," AND "JUSTICE" TO "THE JUST," AND "PEACE" TO "THE PEACEABLE," THE SAME RELATION DOES "INCORRUPTION" HOLD TO "THE INCORRUPTIBLE," AND "IMMORTALITY" TO "THE IMMORTAL." BEHOLD, THEN, TO WHAT A PROSPECT SCRIPTURE ENCOURAGES US TO LOOK, WHEN IT SPEAKS TO US OF BEING CLOTHED WITH INCORRUPTION AND IMMORTALITY, WHICH ARE, AS IT WERE, VESTMENTS WHICH WILL NOT SUFFER THOSE WHO ARE COVERED WITH THEM TO COME TO CORRUPTION OR DEATH. THUS FAR I HAVE TAKEN THE LIBERTY OF REFERRING TO THIS SUBJECT, IN ANSWER TO ONE WHO ASSAILS THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING IT, AND WHO, SIMPLY BECAUSE HE KNEW NOTHING ABOUT IT, MADE IT THE OBJECT OF CONTEMPT AND RIDICULE. 
CHAP. XXXIII. 
AS CELSUS SUPPOSES THAT WE UPHOLD THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION IN ORDER THAT WE MAY SEE AND KNOW GOD, HE THUS FOLLOWS OUT HIS NOTIONS ON THE SUBJECT: "AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN UTTERLY REFUTED AND VANQUISHED, THEY STILL, AS IF REGARDLESS OF ALL OBJECTIONS, COME BACK AGAIN TO THE SAME QUESTION, 'HOW THEN SHALL WE SEE AND KNOW GOD? HOW SHALL WE GO TO HIM?'" LET ANY, HOWEVER, WHO ARE DISPOSED TO HEAR US OBSERVE, THAT IF WE HAVE NEED OF A BODY FOR OTHER PURPOSES, AS FOR OCCUPYING A MATERIAL LOCALITY TO WHICH THIS BODY MUST BE ADAPTED, AND IF ON THAT ACCOUNT THE "TABERNACLE" IS CLOTHED IN THE WAY WE HAVE SHOWN, WE HAVE NO NEED OF A BODY IN ORDER TO KNOW GOD. FOR THAT WHICH SEES GOD IS NOT THE EYE OF THE BODY; IT IS THE MIND WHICH IS MADE IN THE IMAGE OF THE CREATOR, AND WHICH GOD HAS IN HIS PROVIDENCE RENDERED CAPABLE OF THAT KNOWLEDGE. TO SEE GOD BELONGS TO THE PURE HEART, OUT OF WHICH NO LONGER PROCEED "EVIL THOUGHTS, MURDERS, ADULTERIES, FORNICATIONS, THEFTS, FALSE WITNESS, BLASPHEMIES, THE EVIL EYE," OR ANY OTHER EVIL THING. WHEREFORE IT IS SAID, "BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD." BUT AS THE STRENGTH OF OUR WILL IS NOT SUFFICIENT TO PROCURE THE PERFECTLY PURE HEART, AND AS WE NEED THAT GOD SHOULD CREATE IT, HE THEREFORE WHO PRAYS AS HE OUGHT, OFFERS THIS PETITION TO GOD, "CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART, O GOD." 
CHAP. XXXIV. 
AND WE DO NOT ASK THE QUESTION, "HOW SHALL WE GO TO GOD?" AS THOUGH WE THOUGHT THAT GOD EXISTED IN SOME PLACE. GOD IS OF TOO EXCELLENT A NATURE FOR ANY PLACE: HE HOLDS ALL THINGS IN HIS POWER, AND IS HIMSELF NOT CONFINED BY ANYTHING WHATEVER. THE PRECEPT, THEREFORE, "THOU SHALL WALK AFTER THE LORD THY GOD," DOES NOT COMMAND A BODILY APPROACH TO GOD; NEITHER DOES THE PROPHET REFER TO PHYSICAL NEARNESS TO GOD, WHEN HE SAYS IN HIS PRAYER, "MY SOUL FOLLOWETH HARD AFTER THEE." CELSUS THEREFORE MISREPRESENTS US, WHEN HE SAYS THAT WE EXPECT TO SEE GOD WITH OUR BODILY EYES, TO HEAR HIM WITH OUR EARS, AND TO TOUCH HIM SENSIBLY WITH OUR HANDS. WE KNOW THAT THE HOLY SCRIPTURES MAKE MENTION OF EYES, OF EARS, AND OF HANDS, WHICH HAVE NOTHING BUT THE NAME IN COMMON WITH THE BODILY ORGANS; AND WHAT IS MORE WONDERFUL, THEY SPEAK OF A DIVINER SENSE, WHICH IS VERY DIFFERENT FROM THE SENSES AS COMMONLY SPOKEN OF. FOR WHEN THE PROPHET SAYS, "OPEN THOU MINE EYES, THAT I MAY BEHOLD WONDROUS THINGS OUT OF THY LAW," OR, "THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD IS PURE, ENLIGHTENING THE EYES," OR, "LIGHTEN MINE EYES, LEST I SLEEP THE SLEEP OF DEATH," NO ONE IS SO FOOLISH AS TO SUPPOSE THAT THE EYES OF THE BODY BEHOLD THE WONDERS OF THE DIVINE LAW, OR THAT THE [SEXLESS] LAW OF THE LORD GIVES LIGHT TO THE BODILY EYES, OR THAT THE SLEEP OF DEATH FALLS ON THE EYES OF THE BODY. WHEN OUR SAVIOUR SAYS, "HE THAT HATH EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR," ANY ONE WILL UNDERSTAND THAT THE EARS SPOKEN OF ARE OF A DIVINER KIND. WHEN IT IS SAID THAT THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD WAS "IN THE HAND" OF JEREMIAH OR OF SOME OTHER PROPHET; OR WHEN THE EXPRESSION IS USED, "THE LAW BY THE HAND OF MOSES," OR, "I SOUGHT THE LORD WITH MY HANDS, AND WAS NOT DECEIVED,--NO ONE IS SO FOOLISH AS NOT TO SEE THAT THE WORD "HANDS" IS TAKEN FIGURATIVELY, AS WHEN JOHN SAYS, "OUR HANDS HAVE HANDLED THE WORD OF LIFE." AND IF YOU WISH FURTHER TO LEARN FROM THE SACRED WRITINGS THAT THERE IS A DIVINER SENSE THAN THE SENSES OF THE BODY, YOU HAVE ONLY TO HEAR WHAT SOLOMON SAYS, "THOU SHALT FIND A DIVINE SENSE." 
CHAP. XXXV. 
SEEKING GOD, THEN, IN THIS WAY, WE HAVE NO NEED TO VISIT THE ORACLES OF TROPHONIUS, OF AMPHIARAUS, AND OF MOPSUS, TO WHICH CELSUS WOULD SEND US, ASSURING US THAT WE WOULD THERE "SEE THE GODS IN HUMAN FORM, APPEARING TO US WITH ALL DISTINCTNESS, AND WITHOUT ILLUSION." FOR WE KNOW THAT THESE ARE DEMONS, FEEDING ON THE BLOOD, AND SMOKE, AND ODOR OF VICTIMS, AND SHUT UP BY THEIR BASE DESIRES IN PRISONS, WHICH THE GREEKS CALL TEMPLES OF THE GODS, BUT WHICH WE KNOW ARE ONLY THE DWELLINGS OF DECEITFUL DEMONS. TO THIS CELSUS MALICIOUSLY ADDS, IN REGARD TO THESE GODS WHICH, ACCORDING TO HIM, ARE IN HUMAN FORM, "THEY DO NOT SHOW THEMSELVES FOR ONCE, OR AT INTERVALS, LIKE HIM WHO HAS DECEIVED MEN, BUT THEY ARE EVER OPEN TO INTERCOURSE WITH THOSE WHO DESIRE IT." FROM THIS REMARK, IT WOULD SEEM THAT CELSUS SUPPOSES THAT THE APPEARANCE OF CHRIST TO HIS DISCIPLES AFTER HIS RESURRECTION WAS LIKE THAT OF A SPECTER FLITTING BEFORE THEIR EYES; WHEREAS THESE GODS, AS HE CALLS THEM, IN HUMAN SHAPE ALWAYS PRESENT THEMSELVES TO THOSE WHO DESIRE IT. BUT HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THAT A PHANTOM WHICH, AS HE DESCRIBES IT, FLEW PAST TO DECEIVE THE BEHOLDERS, COULD PRODUCE SUCH EFFECTS AFTER IT HAD PASSED AWAY, AND COULD SO TURN THE HEARTS OF MEN AS TO LEAD THEM TO REGULATE THEIR ACTIONS ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD, AS IN VIEW OF BEING HEREAFTER JUDGED BY HIM? AND HOW COULD A PHANTOM DRIVE AWAY DEMONS, AND SHOW OTHER INDISPUTABLE EVIDENCES OF POWER, AND THAT NOT IN ANY ONE PLACE, LIKE THESE SO-CALLED GODS IN HUMAN FORM, BUT MAKING ITS DIVINE POWER FELT THROUGH THE WHOLE WORLD, IN DRAWING AND CONGREGATING TOGETHER ALL WHO ARE FOUND DISPOSED TO LEAD A GOOD AND NOBLE LIFE? 
CHAP. XXXVI. 
AFTER THESE REMARKS OF CELSUS, WHICH WE HAVE ENDEAVORED TO ANSWER AS WE COULD, HE GOES ON TO SAY, SPEAKING OF US: "AGAIN THEY WILL ASK, 'HOW CAN WE KNOW GOD, UNLESS BY THE PERCEPTION OF THE SENSES? FOR HOW OTHERWISE THAN THROUGH THE SENSES ARE WE ABLE TO GAIN ANY KNOWLEDGE?'" TO THIS HE REPLIES: "THIS IS NOT THE LANGUAGE OF A MAN; IT COMES NOT FROM THE SOUL, BUT FROM THE FLESH. LET THEM HEARKEN TO US, IF SUCH A SPIRITLESS AND CARNAL RACE ARE ABLE TO DO SO: IF, INSTEAD OF EXERCISING THE SENSES, YOU LOOK UPWARDS WITH THE SOUL; IF, TURNING AWAY THE EYE OF THE BODY, YOU OPEN THE EYE OF THE MIND THUS AND THUS ONLY WILL YOU BE ABLE TO SEE GOD. AND IF YOU SEEK ONE TO BE YOUR GUIDE ALONG THIS WAY, YOU MUST SHUN ALL DECEIVERS AND JUGGLERS, WHO WILL INTRODUCE YOU TO PHANTOMS. OTHERWISE YOU WILL BE ACTING THE MOST RIDICULOUS PART, IF, WHILST YOU PRONOUNCE IMPRECATIOUS UPON THOSE OTHERS THAT ARE RECOGNIZED AS GODS, TREATING THEM AS IDOLS, YOU YET DO HOMAGE TO A MORE WRETCHED IDOL THAN ANY OF THESE, WHICH INDEED IS NOT EVEN AN IDOL OR A PHANTOM, BUT A DEAD MAN, AND YOU SEEK A FATHER LIKE TO HIM." THE FIRST REMARK WHICH WE HAVE TO MAKE ON THIS PASSAGE IS IN REGARD TO HIS USE OF PERSONIFICATION, BY WHICH HE MAKES US DEFEND IN THIS WAY THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION. THIS FIGURE OF SPEECH IS PROPERLY EMPLOYED WHEN THE CHARACTER AND SENTIMENTS OF THE PERSON INTRODUCED ARE FAITHFULLY PRESERVED; BUT IT IS AN ABUSE OF THE FIGURE WHEN THESE DO NOT AGREE WITH THE CHARACTER AND OPINIONS OF THE SPEAKER. THUS, WE SHOULD JUSTLY CONDEMN [DAMN] A MAN WHO PUT INTO THE MOUTHS OF BARBARIANS, SLAVES, OR UNEDUCATED' PEOPLE THE LANGUAGE OF PHILOSOPHY; BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT THE PHILOSOPHY BELONGED TO THE AUTHOR, AND NOT TO SUCH PERSONS, WHO COULD NOT KNOW ANYTHING OF PHILOSOPHY. AND IN LIKE MANNER WE SHOULD CONDEMN [DAMN] A MAN FOR INTRODUCING PERSONS WHO ARE REPRESENTED AS WISE AND WELL VERSED IN DIVINE KNOWLEDGE, AND SHOULD MAKE THEM GIVE EXPRESSION TO LANGUAGE WHICH COULD ONLY COME OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT OR UNDER THE [SEXUAL] INFLUENCE OF VULGAR PASSIONS. HENCE HOMER IS ADMIRED, AMONG OTHER THINGS, FOR PRESERVING A CONSISTENCY OF CHARACTER IN HIS HEROES, AS IN NESTOR, ULYSSES, DIOMEDE, AGAMEMNON, TELEMACHUS, PENELOPE, AND THE REST. EURIPIDES, ON THE CONTRARY, WAS ASSAILED IN THE COMEDIES OF ARISTOPHANES AS A FRIVOLOUS TALKER, OFTEN PUTTING INTO THE MOUTH OF A BARBARIAN WOMAN, A WRETCHED SLAVE, THE WISE MAXIMS WHICH HE HAD LEARNED FROM ANAXAGORAS OR SOME OTHER PHILOSOPHERS. 
CHAP. XXXVII. 
NOW IF THIS IS A TRUE ACCOUNT OF WHAT CONSTITUTES THE RIGHT AND THE WRONG USE OF PERSONIFICATION, HAVE WE NOT GROUNDS FOR HOLDING CELSUS UP TO RIDICULE FOR THUS ASCRIBING TO CHRISTIANS WORDS WHICH THEY NEVER UTTERED? FOR IF THOSE WHOM HE REPRESENTS AS SPEAKING ARE THE UNLEARNED, HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THAT SUCH PERSONS COULD DISTINGUISH BETWEEN "SENSE" AND "REASON," BETWEEN "OBJECTS OF SENSE" AND "OBJECTS OF THE REASON?" TO ARGUE IN THIS WAY, THEY WOULD REQUIRE TO HAVE STUDIED UNDER THE STOICS, WHO DENY ALL INTELLECTUAL EXISTENCES, AND MAINTAIN THAT ALL THAT WE APPREHEND IS APPREHENDED THROUGH THE SENSES, AND THAT ALL KNOWLEDGE COMES THROUGH THE SENSES. BUT IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, HE PUTS THESE WORDS INTO THE MOUTH OF PHILOSOPHERS WHO SEARCH CAREFULLY INTO THE MEANING OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES, THE STATEMENTS IN QUESTION DO NOT AGREE WITH THEIR CHARACTER AND PRINCIPLES. FOR NO ONE WHO HAS LEARNT THAT GOD IS INVISIBLE, AND THAT CERTAIN OF HIS WORKS ARE INVISIBLE, THAT IS TO SAY, APPREHENDED BY THE REASON, CAN SAY, AS IF TO JUSTIFY HIS FAITH IN A RESURRECTION, "HOW CAN THEY KNOW GOD, EXCEPT BY THE PERCEPTION OF THE SENSES?" OR, "HOW OTHERWISE THAN THROUGH THE SENSES CAN THEY GAIN ANY KNOWLEDGE?" FOR IT IS NOT IN ANY SECRET WRITINGS, PERUSED ONLY BY A FEW WISE MEN, BUT IN SUCH AS ARE MOST WIDELY DIFFUSED AND MOST COMMONLY KNOWN AMONG THE PEOPLE, THAT THESE WORDS ARE WRITTEN: "THE INVISIBLE THINGS OF GOD FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD ARE CLEARLY SEEN, BEING UNDERSTOOD BY THE THINGS THAT ARE MADE." FROM WHENCE IT IS TO BE INFERRED, THAT THOUGH MEN WHO LIVE UPON THE EARTH HAVE TO BEGIN WITH THE USE OF THE SENSES UPON SENSIBLE OBJECTS, IN ORDER TO GO ON FROM THEM TO A KNOWLEDGE OF THE NATURE OF THINGS INTELLECTUAL, YET THEIR KNOWLEDGE MUST NOT STOP SHORT WITH THE OBJECTS OF SENSE. AND THUS, WHILE CHRISTIANS WOULD NOT SAY THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO HAVE A KNOWLEDGE OF INTELLECTUAL OBJECTS WITHOUT THE SENSES, BUT RATHER THAT THE SENSES SUPPLY THE FIRST MEANS OF OBTAINING KNOWLEDGE, THEY MIGHT WELL ASK THE QUESTION, "WHO CAN GAIN ANY KNOWLEDGE WITHOUT THE SENSES?" WITHOUT DESERVING THE ABUSE OF CELSUS, WHEN HE ADDS, "THIS IS NOT THE LANGUAGE OF A MAN; IT COMES NOT FROM THE SOUL, BUT FROM THE FLESH." 
CHAP. XXXVIII. 
SINCE WE HOLD THAT THE GREAT GOD IS IN ESSENCE SIMPLE, INVISIBLE, AND INCORPOREAL, HIMSELF PURE INTELLIGENCE, OR SOMETHING TRANSCENDING INTELLIGENCE AND EXISTENCE, WE CAN NEVER SAY THAT GOD IS APPREHENDED BY ANY OTHER MEANS THAN THROUGH THE INTELLIGENCE WHICH IS FORMED IN HIS IMAGE, THOUGH NOW, IN THE WORDS OF PAUL, "WE SEE IN A GLASS OBSCURELY, BUT THEN FACE TO FACE." AND IF WE USE THE EXPRESSION "FACE TO FACE," LET NO ONE PERVERT ITS MEANING; BUT LET IT BE EXPLAINED BY THIS PASSAGE, "BEHOLDING WITH OPEN FACE THE GLORY OF THE LORD, WE ARE CHANGED INTO THE SAME IMAGE, FROM GLORY TO GLORY," WHICH SHOWS THAT WE DO NOT USE THE WORD IN THIS CONNECTION TO MEAN THE VISIBLE FACE, BUT TAKE IT FIGURATIVELY, IN THE SAME WAY AS WE HAVE SHOWN THAT THE EYES, THE EARS, AND THE OTHER PARTS OF THE BODY ARE EMPLOYED. AND IT IS CERTAIN THAT A MAN--I MEAN A SOUL USING A BODY, OTHERWISE CALLED "THE INNER MAN," OR SIMPLY "THE SOUL"--WOULD ANSWER, NOT AS CELSUS MAKES US ANSWER, BUT AS THE MAN OF GOD HIMSELF TEACHES. IT IS CERTAIN ALSO THAT A CHRISTIAN WILL NOT MAKE USE OF "THE LANGUAGE OF THE FLESH," HAVING LEARNT AS HE HAS "TO MORTIFY THE DEEDS OF THE BODY" BY THE SPIRIT, AND "TO BEAR ABOUT IN HIS BODY THE DYING OF JESUS;" AND "MORTIFY YOUR MEMBERS WHICH ARE ON THE EARTH," AND WITH A TRUE KNOWLEDGE OF THESE WORDS, "MY SPIRIT SHALL NOT ALWAYS STRIVE WITH MAN, FOR THAT HE ALSO IS FLESH," AND AGAIN, "THEY THAT ARE IN THE FLESH CANNOT PLEASE GOD," HE STRIVES IN EVERY WAY TO LIVE NO LONGER ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, BUT ONLY ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT. 
CHAP. XXXIX. 
NOW LET US HEAR WHAT IT IS THAT HE INVITES US TO LEARN, THAT WE MAY ASCERTAIN FROM HIM HOW WE ARE TO KNOW GOD, ALTHOUGH HE THINKS THAT HIS WORDS ARE BEYOND THE. CAPACITY OF ALL CHRISTIANS. "LET THEM HEAR," SAYS HE, "IF THEY ARE ABLE TO DO SO." WE HAVE THEN TO CONSIDER WHAT THE PHILOSOPHER WISHES US TO HEAR FROM HIM. BUT INSTEAD OF INSTRUCTING US AS HE OUGHT, HE ABUSES US; AND WHILE HE SHOULD HAVE SHOWN HIS GOODWILL TO THOSE WHOM HE ADDRESSES AT THE OUTSET OF HIS DISCOURSE, HE STIGMATIZES AS "A COWARDLY RACE" MEN WHO WOULD RATHER DIE THAN ABJURE CHRISTIANITY EVEN BY A WORD, AND WHO ARE READY TO SUFFER EVERY FORM OF TORTURE, OR ANY KIND OF DEATH. HE ALSO APPLIES TO US THAT EPITHET "CARNAL" OR "FLESH-INDULGING," "ALTHOUGH," AS WE ARE WONT TO SAY, "WE HAVE KNOWN CHRIST AFTER THE FLESH, YET NOW HENCEFORTH WE KNOW HIM NO MORE," AND ALTHOUGH WE ARE SO READY TO LAY DOWN OUR LIVES FOR THE CAUSE OF RELIGION, THAT NO PHILOSOPHER COULD LAY ASIDE HIS ROBES MORE READILY. HE THEN ADDRESSES TO US THESE WORDS: "IF, INSTEAD OF EXERCISING YOUR SENSES, YOU LOOK UPWARDS WITH THE SOUL; IF, TURNING AWAY THE EYE OF THE BODY, YOU OPEN THE EYE OF THE MIND, THUS AND THUS ONLY YOU WILL BE ABLE TO SEE GOD." HE IS NOT AWARE THAT THIS REFERENCE TO THE TWO EYES, THE EYE OF THE BODY AND THE EYE OF THE MIND, WHICH HE HAS BORROWED FROM THE GREEKS, WAS IN USE AMONG OUR OWN WRITERS; FOR MOSES, IN HIS ACCOUNT OF THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, INTRODUCES MAN BEFORE HIS TRANSGRESSION AS BOTH SEEING AND NOT SEEING: SEEING, WHEN IT IS SAID OF THE WOMAN, "THE WOMAN SAW THAT THE TREE WAS GOOD FOR FOOD, AND THAT IT WAS PLEASANT TO THE EYES, AND A TREE TO BE DESIRED TO MAKE ONE WISE;" AND AGAIN NOT SEEING, AS WHEN HE INTRODUCES THE SERPENT SAYING TO THE WOMAN, AS IF SHE AND HER HUSBAND HAD BEEN BLIND, "GOD KNOWS THAT ON THE DAY THAT YE EAT THEREOF YOUR EYES SHALL BE OPENED;" AND ALSO WHEN IT IS SAID, "THEY DID EAT, AND THE EYES OF BOTH OF THEM WERE OPENED." THE EYES OF SENSE WERE THEN OPENED, WHICH THEY HAD DONE WELL TO KEEP SHUT, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE DISTRACTED, AND HINDERED FROM SEEING WITH THE EYES OF THE MIND; AND IT WAS THOSE EYES OF THE MIND WHICH IN CONSEQUENCE OF SIN, AS I IMAGINE, WERE THEN CLOSED, WITH WHICH THEY HAD UP TO THAT TIME ENJOYED THE DELIGHT OF BEHOLDING GOD AND HIS PARADISE. THIS TWOFOLD KIND OF VISION IN US WAS FAMILIAR TO OUR SAVIOUR, WHO SAYS," FOR JUDGMENT I AM COME INTO THIS WORLD, THAT THEY WHICH SEE NOT, MIGHT SEE, AND THAT THEY WHICH SEE MIGHT BE MADE BLIND,"--MEANING, BY THE EYES THAT SEE NOT; THE EYES OF THE MIND, WHICH ARE ENLIGHTENED BY HIS TEACHING; AND THE EYES WHICH SEE ARE THE EYES OF SENSE, WHICH HIS WORDS DO RENDER BLIND, IN ORDER THAT THE SOUL MAY LOOK WITHOUT DISTRACTION UPON PROPER OBJECTS. ALL TRUE CHRISTIANS THEREFORE HAVE THE EYE OF THE MIND SHARPENED, AND THE EYE OF SENSE CLOSED; SO THAT EACH ONE, ACCORDING TO THE DEGREE IN WHICH HIS BETTER EYE IS QUICKENED, AND THE EYE OF SENSE DARKENED, SEES AND KNOWS THE SUPREME GOD, AND HIS SON, WHO IS THE WORD, WISDOM, AND SO FORTH. 
CHAP. XL. 
NEXT TO THE REMARKS OF CELSUS ON WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY COMMENTED, COME OTHERS WHICH HE ADDRESSES TO ALL CHRISTIANS, BUT WHICH, IF APPLICABLE TO ANY, OUGHT TO BE ADDRESSED TO PERSONS WHOSE DOCTRINES DIFFER ENTIRELY FROM THOSE TAUGHT BY JESUS. FOR IT IS THE OPHIANS WHO, AS WE HAVE BEFORE SHOWN, HAVE UTTERLY RENOUNCED JESUS, AND PERHAPS SOME OTHERS OF SIMILAR OPINIONS WHO ARE "THE IMPOSTORS AND JUGGLERS, LEADING MEN AWAY TO IDOLS AND PHANTOMS;" AND IT IS THEY WHO WITH MISERABLE PAINS LEARN OFF THE NAMES OF THE HEAVENLY DOORKEEPERS. THESE WORDS ARE THEREFORE QUITE INAPPROPRIATE AS ADDRESSED TO CHRISTIANS: "IF YOU SEEK ONE TO BE YOUR GUIDE ALONG THIS WAY, YOU MUST SHUN ALL DECEIVERS AND JUGGLERS, WHO WILL INTRODUCE YOU TO PHANTOMS." AND, AS THOUGH QUITE UNAWARE THAT THESE IMPOSTORS ENTIRELY AGREE WITH HIM, AND ARE NOT BEHIND HIM IN SPEAKING ILL OF JESUS AND HIS RELIGION, HE THUS CONTINUES, CONFOUNDING US WITH THEM: "OTHERWISE YOU WILL BE ACTING THE MOST RIDICULOUS PART, IF, WHILST YOU PRONOUNCE IMPRECATIONS UPON THOSE OTHER RECOGNIZED GODS, TREATING THEM AS IDOLS, YOU YET DO HOMAGE TO A MORE WRETCHED IDOL THAN ANY OF THESE, WHICH INDEED IS NOT EVEN AN IDOL OR A PHANTOM, BUT A DEAD MAN, AND YOU SEEK A FATHER LIKE TO HIMSELF." THAT HE IS IGNORANT OF THE WIDE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN OUR OPINIONS AND THOSE OF THE INVENTORS OF THESE FABLES, AND THAT HE IMAGINES THE CHARGES WHICH HE MAKES AGAINST THEM APPLICABLE TO US, IS EVIDENT FROM THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE: "FOR THE SAKE OF SUCH A MONSTROUS DELUSION, AND IN SUPPORT OF THOSE WONDERFUL ADVISERS, AND THOSE WONDERFUL WORDS WHICH YOU ADDRESS TO THE LION, TO THE AMPHIBIOUS CREATURE, TO THE CREATURE IN THE FORM OF AN ASS, AND TO OTHERS, FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE DIVINE DOORKEEPERS WHOSE NAMES YOU COMMIT TO MEMORY WITH SUCH PAINS, IN SUCH A CAUSE AS THIS YOU SUFFER CRUEL TORTURES, AND PERISH AT THE STAKE." SURELY, THEN, HE IS UNAWARE THAT NONE OF THOSE WHO REGARD BEINGS IN THE FORM OF AN ASS A LION, OR AN AMPHIBIOUS ANIMAL, AS THE DOORKEEPERS OR GUIDES ON THE WAY TO HEAVEN, EVER EXPOSE THEMSELVES TO DEATH IN DEFENSE OF THAT WHICH THEY THINK THE TRUTH. THAT EXCESS OF ZEAL, IF IT MAY BE SO CALLED, WHICH LEADS US FOR THE SAKE OF RELIGION TO SUBMIT TO EVERY KIND OF DEATH, AND TO PERISH AT THE STAKE, IS ASCRIBED BY CELSUS TO THOSE WHO ENDURE NO SUCH SUFFERINGS; AND HE REPROACHES US WHO SUFFER CRUCIFIXION FOR OUR FAITH, WITH BELIEVING IN FABULOUS CREATURES--IN THE LION, THE AMPHIBIOUS ANIMAL, AND OTHER SUCH MONSTERS. IF WE REJECT ALL THESE FABLES, IT IS NOT OUT OF DEFERENCE TO CELSUS, FOR WE HAVE NEVER AT ANY TIME HELD ANY SUCH FANCIES; BUT IT IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TEACHING OF JESUS THAT WE OPPOSE ALL SUCH NOTIONS, AND WILL NOT ALLOW TO MICHAEL, OR TO ANY OTHERS THAT HAVE BEEN REFERRED TO, A FORM AND FIGURE OF THAT SORT. 
CHAP. XLI. 
BUT LET US CONSIDER WHO THOSE PERSONS ARE WHOSE GUIDANCE CELSUS WOULD HAVE US TO FOLLOW, SO THAT WE MAY NOT BE IN WANT OF GUIDES WHO ARE RECOMMENDED BOTH BY THEIR ANTIQUITY AND SANCTITY. HE REFERS US TO DIVINELY INSPIRED POETS, AS HE CALLS THEM, TO WISE MEN AND PHILOSOPHERS, WITHOUT MENTIONING THEIR NAMES; SO THAT, AFTER PROMISING TO POINT OUT THOSE WHO SHOULD GUIDE US, HE SIMPLY HANDS US OVER IN A GENERAL WAY TO DIVINELY INSPIRED POETS, WISE MEN, AND PHILOSOPHERS. IF HE HAD SPECIFIED THEIR NAMES IN PARTICULAR, WE SHOULD HAVE FELT OURSELVES BOUND TO SHOW HIM THAT HE WISHED TO GIVE US AS GUIDES MEN WHO WERE BLINDED TO THE TRUTH, AND WHO MUST THEREFORE LEAD US INTO ERROR; OR THAT IF NOT WHOLLY BLINDED, YET THEY ARE IN ERROR IN MANY MATTERS OF BELIEF. BUT WHETHER ORPHEUS, PARMENIDES, EMPEDOCLES, OR EVEN HOMER HIMSELF, AND HESIOD, ARE THE PERSONS WHOM HE MEANS BY "INSPIRED POETS," LET ANY ONE SHOW HOW THOSE WHO FOLLOW THEIR GUIDANCE WALK IN A BETTER WAY, OR LEAD A MORE EXCELLENT LIFE, THAN THOSE WHO, BEING TAUGHT IN THE SCHOOL OF JESUS CHRIST, HAVE REJECTED ALL IMAGES AND STATUES, AND EVEN ALL JEWISH SUPERSTITION, THAT THEY MAY LOOK UPWARD THROUGH THE WORD OF GOD TO THE ONE GOD, WHO IS THE FATHER OF THE WORD. WHO, THEN, ARE THOSE WISE MEN AND PHILOSOPHERS FROM WHOM CELSUS WOULD HAVE US TO LEARN SO MANY DIVINE TRUTHS, AND FOR WHOM WE ARE TO GIVE UP MOSES THE SERVANT OF GOD, THE PROPHETS OF THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD, WHO HAVE SPOKEN SO MANY THINGS BY A TRULY DIVINE INSPIRATION, AND EVEN HIM WHO HAS GIVEN LIGHT AND TAUGHT THE WAY OF PIETY TO THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE, SO THAT NO ONE CAN REPROACH HIM IF HE REMAINS WITHOUT A SHARE IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS MYSTERIES? SUCH, INDEED, WAS THE ABOUNDING LOVE WHICH HE HAD FOR MEN, THAT HE GAVE TO THE MORE LEARNED A THEOLOGY CAPABLE OF RAISING THE SOUL FAR ABOVE ALL EARTHLY THINGS; WHILE WITH NO LESS CONSIDERATION HE COMES DOWN TO THE WEAKER CAPACITIES OF IGNORANT MEN, OF SIMPLE WOMEN, OF SLAVES, AND, IN SHORT, OF ALL THOSE WHO FROM JESUS ALONE COULD HAVE RECEIVED THAT HELP FOR THE BETTER REGULATION OF THEIR LIVES WHICH IS SUPPLIED BY HIS INSTRUCTIONS IN REGARD TO THE DIVINE BEING, ADAPTED TO THEIR WANTS AND CAPACITIES. 
CHAP. XLII. 
CELSUS NEXT REFERS US TO PLATO AS TO A MORE EFFECTIVE TEACHER OF THEOLOGICAL TRUTH, AND QUOTES THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE FROM THE TIMAEUS: "IT IS A HARD MATTER TO FIND OUT THE MAKER AND FATHER OF THIS UNIVERSE; AND AFTER HAVING FOUND HIM, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO MAKE HIM KNOWN TO ALL." TO WHICH HE HIMSELF ADDS THIS REMARK: "YOU PERCEIVE, THEN, HOW DIVINE MEN SEEK AFTER THE WAY OF TRUTH, AND HOW WELL PLATO KNEW THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ALL MEN TO WALK IN IT. BUT AS WISE MEN HAVE FOUND IT FOR THE EXPRESS PURPOSE OF BEING ABLE TO CONVEY TO US SOME NOTION OF HIM WHO IS THE FIRST, THE UNSPEAKABLE BEING,--A NOTION, NAMELY; WHICH MAY REPRESENT HIM TO US THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF OTHER OBJECTS,--THEY ENDEAVOR EITHER BY SYNTHESIS, WHICH IS THE COMBINING OF VARIOUS QUALITIES, OR BY ANALYSIS, WHICH IS THE SEPARATION AND SETTING ASIDE OF SOME QUALITIES, OR FINALLY BY ANALOGY;--IN THESE WAYS, I SAY, THEY ENDEAVOR TO SET BEFORE US THAT WHICH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO EXPRESS IN WORDS. I SHOULD THEREFORE BE SURPRISED IF YOU COULD FOLLOW IN THAT COURSE, SINCE YOU ARE SO COMPLETELY WEDDED TO THE FLESH AS TO BE INCAPABLE OF SEEING OUGHT BUT WHAT IS IMPURE." THESE WORDS OF PLATO ARE NOBLE AND ADMIRABLE; BUT SEE IF SCRIPTURE DOES NOT GIVE US AN EXAMPLE OF A REGARD FOR MANKIND STILL GREATER IN GOD THE WORD, WHO WAS "IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD," AND "WHO WAS MADE FLESH," IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT REVEAL TO ALL MEN TRUTHS WHICH, ACCORDING TO PLATO, IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO MAKE KNOWN TO ALL MEN, EVEN AFTER HE HAD FOUND THEM HIMSELF. PLATO MAY SAY THAT "IT IS A HARD THING TO FIND OUT THE CREATOR AND FATHER OF THIS UNIVERSE;" BY WHICH LANGUAGE HE IMPLIES THAT IT IS NOT WHOLLY BEYOND THE POWER OF HUMAN NATURE TO ATTAIN TO SUCH A KNOWLEDGE AS IS EITHER WORTHY OF GOD, OR IF NOT, IS FAR BEYOND THAT WHICH IS COMMONLY ATTAINED (ALTHOUGH IF IT WERE TRUE THAT PLATO OR ANY OTHER OF THE GREEKS HAD FOUND GOD. THEY WOULD NEVER HAVE GIVEN HOMAGE AND WORSHIP, OR ASCRIBED THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, TO ANY OTHER THAN TO HIM: THEY WOULD HAVE ABANDONED ALL OTHERS, AND WOULD NOT HAVE ASSOCIATED WITH THIS GREAT GOD OBJECTS WHICH CAN HAVE NOTHING IN COMMON WITH HIM). FOR OURSELVES, WE MAINTAIN THAT HUMAN NATURE IS IN NO WAY ABLE TO SEEK AFTER GOD, OR TO ATTAIN A CLEAR KNOWLEDGE OF HIM WITHOUT THE HELP OF HIM WHOM IT SEEKS. HE MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN TO THOSE WHO, AFTER DOING ALL THAT THEIR POWERS WILL ALLOW, CONFESS THAT THEY NEED HELP FROM HIM, WHO DISCOVERS HIMSELF TO THOSE WHOM HE APPROVES, IN SO FAR AS IT IS POSSIBLE FOR MAN AND THE SOUL STILL DWELLING IN THE BODY TO KNOW GOD. 
CHAP. XLIII. 
OBSERVE THAT WHEN PLATO SAYS, THAT "AFTER HAVING FOUND OUT THE CREATOR AND FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO MAKE HIM KNOWN TO ALL MEN," HE DOES NOT SPEAK OF HIM AS UNSPEAKABLE, AND AS INCAPABLE OF BEING EXPRESSED IN WORDS. ON THE CONTRARY, HE IMPLIES THAT HE MAY BE SPOKEN OF, AND THAT THERE ARE A FEW TO WHOM HE MAY BE MADE KNOWN. BUT CELSUS, AS IF FORGETTING THE LANGUAGE WHICH HE HAD JUST QUOTED FROM PLATO, IMMEDIATELY GIVES GOD THE NAME OF "THE UNSPEAKABLE." HE SAYS: "SINCE THE WISE MEN HAVE FOUND OUT THIS WAY, IN ORDER TO BE ABLE TO GIVE US SOME IDEA OF THE FIRST OF BEINGS, WHO IS UNSPEAKABLE." FOR OURSELVES, WE HOLD THAT NOT GOD ALONE IS UNSPEAKABLE, BUT OTHER THINGS ALSO WHICH ARE INFERIOR TO HIM. SUCH ARE THE THINGS WHICH PAUL LABOURS TO EXPRESS WHEN HE SAYS, "I HEARD UNSPEAKABLE WORDS, WHICH IT IS NOT LAWFUL FOR A MAN TO UTTER," WHERE THE WORD "HEARD" IS USED IN THE SENSE OF "UNDERSTOOD;" AS IN THE PASSAGE, "HE WHO HATH EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR." WE ALSO HOLD THAT IT IS A HARD MATTER TO SEE THE CREATOR AND FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE; BUT IT IS POSSIBLE TO SEE HIM IN THE WAY THUS REFERRED TO, "BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD;" AND NOT ONLY SO, BUT ALSO IN THE SENSE OF THE WORDS OF HIM "WHO IS THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD; "HE WHO HATH SEEN ME HATH SEEN THE FATHER WHO SENT ME." NO SENSIBLE PERSON COULD SUPPOSE THAT THESE LAST WORDS WERE SPOKEN IN REFERENCE TO HIS BODILY PRESENCE, WHICH WAS OPEN TO THE VIEW OF ALL; OTHERWISE ALL THOSE WHO SAID, "CRUCIFY HIM, CRUCIFY HIM," AND PILATE, WHO HAD POWER OVER THE HUMANITY OF JESUS, WERE AMONG THOSE WHO SAW GOD THE FATHER, WHICH IS ABSURD. MOREOVER, THAT THESE WORDS, "HE THAT HATH SEEN ME, HATH SEEN THE FATHER WHO SENT ME," ARE NOT TO BE TAKEN IN THEIR GROSSER SENSE, IS PLAIN FROM THE ANSWER WHICH HE GAVE TO PHILIP, "HAVE I BEEN SO LONG TIME WITH YOU, AND YET DOST THOU NOT KNOW ME, PHILIP?" AFTER PHILIP HAD ASKED, "SHOW US THE FATHER, AND IT SUFFICETH US." HE, THEN, WHO PERCEIVES HOW THESE WORDS, "THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH," ARE TO BE UNDERSTOOD OF THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION, WILL ALSO UNDERSTAND HOW, IN SEEING THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD, WE SEE "THE CREATOR AND FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE." 
CHAP. XLIV. 
CELSUS SUPPOSES THAT WE MAY ARRIVE AT A KNOWLEDGE OF GOD EITHER BY COMBINING OR SEPARATING CERTAIN THINGS AFTER THE METHODS WHICH MATHEMATICIANS CALL SYNTHESIS AND ANALYSIS, OR AGAIN BY ANALOGY, WHICH IS EMPLOYED BY THEM ALSO, AND THAT IN THIS WAY WE MAY AS IT WERE GAIN ADMISSION TO THE CHIEF GOOD. BUT WHEN THE WORD OF GOD SAYS, "NO MAN KNOWETH THE FATHER BUT THE SON, AND HE TO WHOMSOEVER THE SON WILL REVEAL HIM," HE DECLARES THAT NO ONE CAN KNOW GOD BUT BY THE HELP OF DIVINE GRACE COMING FROM ABOVE, WITH A CERTAIN DIVINE INSPIRATION. INDEED, IT IS REASONABLE TO SUPPOSE THAT THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IS BEYOND THE REACH OF HUMAN NATURE, AND HENCE THE MANY ERRORS INTO WHICH MEN HAVE FALLEN IN THEIR VIEWS OF GOD. IT IS, THEN, THROUGH THE GOODNESS AND LOVE OF GOD TO MANKIND, AND BY A MARVELOUS EXERCISE OF DIVINE GRACE TO THOSE WHOM HE SAW IN HIS FOREKNOWLEDGE, AND KNEW THAT THEY WOULD WALK WORTHY OF HIM WHO HAD MADE HIMSELF KNOWN TO THEM, AND THAT THEY WOULD NEVER SWERVE FROM A FAITHFUL ATTACHMENT TO HIS SERVICE, ALTHOUGH THEY WERE CONDEMNED TO DEATH OR HELD UP TO RIDICULE BY THOSE WHO, IN IGNORANCE OF WHAT TRUE RELIGION IS, GIVE THAT NAME TO WHAT DESERVES TO BE CALLED ANYTHING RATHER THAN RELIGION. GOD DOUBTLESS SAW THE PRIDE AND ARROGANCE OF THOSE WHO, WITH CONTEMPT FOR ALL OTHERS, BOAST OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, AND OF THEIR PROFOUND ACQUAINTANCE WITH DIVINE THINGS OBTAINED FROM PHILOSOPHY, BUT WHO STILL, NOT LESS EVEN THAN THE MOST IGNORANT, RUN AFTER THEIR IMAGES, AND TEMPLES, AND FAMOUS MYSTERIES; AND SEEING THIS, HE "HAS CHOSEN THE FOOLISH THINGS OF THIS WORLD"--THE SIMPLEST OF CHRISTIANS, WHO LEAD, HOWEVER, A LIFE OF GREATER MODERATION AND PURITY THAN MANY PHILOSOPHERS--"TO CONFOUND THE WISE," WHO ARE NOT ASHAMED TO ADDRESS INANIMATE THINGS AS GODS OR IMAGES OF THE GODS. FOR WHAT REASONABLE MAN CAN REFRAIN FROM SMILING WHEN HE SEES THAT ONE WHO HAS LEARNED FROM PHILOSOPHY SUCH PROFOUND AND NOBLE SENTIMENTS ABOUT GOD OR THE GODS, TURNS STRAIGHTWAY TO IMAGES AND OFFERS TO THEM HIS PRAYERS, OR IMAGINES THAT BY GAZING UPON THESE MATERIAL THINGS HE CAN ASCEND FROM THE VISIBLE SYMBOL TO THAT WHICH IS SPIRITUAL AND IMMATERIAL. BUT A CHRISTIAN, EVEN OF THE COMMON PEOPLE, IS ASSURED THAT EVERY PLACE FORMS PART OF THE UNIVERSE, AND THAT THE WHOLE UNIVERSE IS GOD'S TEMPLE. IN WHATEVER PART OF THE WORLD HE IS, HE PRAYS; BUT HE RISES ABOVE THE UNIVERSE, "SHUTTING THE EYES OF SENSE, AND RAISING UPWARDS THE EYES OF THE SOUL." AND HE STOPS NOT AT THE VAULT OF HEAVEN; BUT PASSING IN THOUGHT BEYOND THE HEAVENS, UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD, AND HAVING THUS AS IT WERE GONE BEYOND THE VISIBLE UNIVERSE, HE OFFERS PRAYERS TO GOD. BUT HE PRAYS FOR NO TRIVIAL BLESSINGS, FOR HE HAS LEARNT FROM JESUS TO SEEK FOR NOTHING SMALL OR MEAN, THAT IS, SENSIBLE OBJECTS, BUT TO ASK ONLY FOR WHAT IS GREAT AND TRULY DIVINE; AND THESE THINGS GOD GRANTS TO US, TO LEAD US TO L THAT BLESSEDNESS WHICH IS FOUND ONLY WITH HIM THROUGH HIS SON, THE WORD, WHO IS GOD. 
CHAP. XLV. 
BUT LET US SEE FURTHER WHAT THE THINGS ARE WHICH HE PROPOSES TO TEACH US, IF INDEED WE CAN COMPREHEND THEM, SINCE HE SPEAKS OF US AS BEING "UTTERLY WEDDED TO THE FLESH;" ALTHOUGH IF WE LIVE WELL, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TEACHING OF JESUS, WE HEAR THIS SAID OF US: "YE ARE NOT IN THE FLESH, BUT IN THE SPIRIT, IF THE SPIRIT OF GOD DWELLETH IN YOU." HE SAYS ALSO THAT WE LOOK UPON NOTHING THAT IS PURE, ALTHOUGH OUR ENDEAVOR IS TO KEEP EVEN OUR THOUGHTS FREE FROM ALL DEFILEMENT OF SIN, AND ALTHOUGH IN PRAYER WE SAY, "CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART, O GOD, AND RENEW A RIGHT SPIRIT WITHIN ME," SO THAT WE MAY BEHOLD HIM WITH THAT "PURE HEART" TO WHICH ALONE IS GRANTED THE PRIVILEGE OF SEEING HIM. THIS, THEN, IS WHAT HE PROPOSES FOR OUR INSTRUCTION: "THINGS ARE EITHER INTELLIGIBLE, WHICH WE CALL SUBSTANCE--BEING; OR VISIBLE, WHICH WE CALL BECOMING: WITH THE FORMER IS TRUTH; FROM THE LATTER ARISES ERROR. TRUTH IS THE OBJECT OF KNOWLEDGE; TRUTH AND ERROR FORM OPINION. INTELLIGIBLE OBJECTS ARE KNOWN BY THE REASON, VISIBLE OBJECTS BY THE EYES; THE ACTION OF THE REASON IS CALLED INTELLIGENT PERCEPTION, THAT OF THE EYES VISION. AS, THEN, AMONG VISIBLE THINGS THE SUN IS NEITHER THE EYE NOR VISION, BUT THAT WHICH ENABLES THE EYE TO SEE, AND RENDERS VISION POSSIBLE, AND IN CONSEQUENCE OF IT VISIBLE THINGS ARE SEEN, ALL SENSIBLE THINGS EXIST AND ITSELF IS RENDERED VISIBLE; SO AMONG THINGS INTELLIGIBLE, THAT WHICH IS NEITHER REASON, NOR INTELLIGENT PERCEPTION, NOR KNOWLEDGE, IS YET THE CAUSE WHICH ENABLES THE REASON TO KNOW, WHICH RENDERS INTELLIGENT PERCEPTION POSSIBLE; AND IN CONSEQUENCE OF IT KNOWLEDGE ARISES, ALL THINGS INTELLIGIBLE, TRUTH ITSELF AND SUBSTANCE HAVE THEIR EXISTENCE; AND ITSELF, WHICH IS ABOVE ALL THESE THINGS, BECOMES IN SOME INEFFABLE WAY INTELLIGIBLE. THESE THINGS ARE OFFERED TO THE CONSIDERATION OF THE INTELLIGENT; AND IF EVEN YOU CAN UNDERSTAND ANY OF THEM, IT IS WELL. AND IF YOU THINK THAT A DIVINE SPIRIT HAS DESCENDED FROM GOD TO ANNOUNCE DIVINE THINGS TO MEN, IT IS DOUBTLESS THIS SAME SPIRIT THAT REVEALS THESE TRUTHS, AND IT WAS UNDER THE SAME INFLUENCE THAT MEN OF OLD MADE KNOWN MANY IMPORTANT TRUTHS. BUT IF YOU CANNOT COMPREHEND THESE THINGS, THEN KEEP SILENCE; DO NOT EXPOSE YOUR OWN IGNORANCE, AND DO NOT ACCUSE OF BLINDNESS THOSE WHO SEE, OR OF LAMENESS THOSE WHO RUN, WHILE YOU YOURSELVES ARE UTTERLY LAMED AND MUTILATED IN MIND, AND LEAD A MERELY ANIMAL LIFE--THE LIFE OF THE BODY, WHICH IS THE DEAD PART OF OUR NATURE." 
CHAP. XLVI. 
WE ARE CAREFUL NOT TO OPPOSE FAIR ARGUMENTS EVEN IF THEY PROCEED FROM THOSE WHO ARE NOT OF OUR FAITH; WE STRIVE NOT TO BE CAPTIOUS, OR TO SEEK TO OVERTHROW ANY SOUND REASONINGS. BUT HERE WE HAVE TO REPLY TO THOSE WHO SLANDER THE CHARACTER OF PERSONS WISHING TO DO THEIR BEST IN THE SERVICE OF GOD, WHO ACCEPTS THE FAITH WHICH THE MEANEST PLACE IN HIM, AS WELL AS THE MORE REFINED AND INTELLIGENT PIETY OF THE LEARNED; SEEING THAT BOTH ALIKE ADDRESS TO THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD THEIR PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS THROUGH THE HIGH PRIEST WHO HAS SET BEFORE MEN THE NATURE OF PURE RELIGION. WE SAY, THEN, THAT THOSE WHO ARE STIGMATIZED AS "LAMED AND MUTILATED IN SPIRIT," AS "LIVING ONLY FOR THE SAKE OF THE BODY WHICH IS DEAD," ARE PERSONS WHOSE ENDEAVOR IT IS TO SAY WITH SINCERITY: "FOR THOUGH WE LIVE' IN THE FLESH, WE DO NOT WAR ACCORDING TO THE FLESH; FOR THE WEAPONS OF OUR WARFARE ARE NOT FLESHLY, BUT MIGHTY THROUGH GOD." IT IS FOR THOSE WHO THROW OUT SUCH VILE ACCUSATIONS AGAINST MEN' WHO DESIRE TO BE GOD'S SERVANTS, TO BEWARE LEST, BY THE CALUMNIES WHICH THEY CAST UPON OTHERS WHO STRIVE TO LIVE WELL, THEY "LAME" THEIR OWN SOULS, AND "MUTILATE" THE INNER MAN, BY SEVERING FROM IT THAT JUSTICE AND MODERATION OF MIND WHICH THE CREATOR HAS PLANTED IN THE NATURE OF ALL HIS RATIONAL CREATURES. AS FOR THOSE, HOWEVER, WHO, ALONG WITH OTHER LESSONS GIVEN BY THE DIVINE WORD, HAVE LEARNED AND PRACTICED THIS, "WHEN REVILED TO BLESS, WHEN PERSECUTED TO ENDURE, WHEN DEFAMED TO ENTREAT," THEY MAY BE SAID TO BE WALKING IN SPIRIT IN THE WAYS OF UPRIGHTNESS, TO BE PURIFYING AND SETTING IN ORDER THE WHOLE SOUL. THEY DISTINGUISH--AND TO THEM THE DISTINCTION IS NOT ONE OF WORDS MERELY--BETWEEN "SUBSTANCE," OR THAT WHICH IS, AND THAT WHICH IS "BECOMING;" BETWEEN THINGS APPREHENDED BY REASON, AND THINGS APPREHENDED BY SENSE; AND THEY CONNECT TRUTH WITH THE ONE, AND AVOID THE ERRORS ARISING OUT OF THE OTHER; LOOKING, AS THEY HAVE BEEN TAUGHT, NOT AT THE THINGS "BECOMING" OR PHENOMENAL, WHICH ARE SEEN, AND THEREFORE TEMPORARY, BUT AT BETTER THINGS THAN THESE, WHETHER WE CALL THEM "SUBSTANCE," OR "SPIRITUAL" THINGS, AS BEING APPREHENDED BY REASON, OR "INVISIBLE," BECAUSE THEY LIE OUT OF THE REACH OF THE SENSES. THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS REGARD THESE PHENOMENAL THINGS ONLY THAT THEY MAY USE THEM AS STEPS TO ASCEND TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE THINGS OF REASON. FOR "THE INVISIBLE THINGS OF GOD," THAT IS, THE OBJECTS OF THE REASON, "FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD ARE CLEARLY SEEN" BY THE REASON, "BEING UNDERSTOOD BY THE THINGS THAT ARE MADE." AND WHEN THEY HAVE RISEN FROM THE CREATED THINGS OF THIS WORLD TO THE INVISIBLE THINGS OF GOD, THEY DO NOT STAY THERE; BUT AFTER THEY HAVE SUFFICIENTLY EXERCISED THEIR MINDS UPON THESE, AND HAVE UNDERSTOOD THEIR NATURE, THEY ASCEND TO "THE ETERNAL POWER OF GOD," IN A WORD, TO HIS DIVINITY. FOR THEY KNOW THAT GOD, IN HIS LOVE TO MEN, HAS "MANIFESTED" HIS TRUTH, AND "THAT WHICH IS KNOWN OF HIM," NOT ONLY TO THOSE WHO DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO HIS SERVICE, BUT ALSO TO SOME WHO ARE FAR REMOVED FROM THE PURITY OF WORSHIP AND SERVICE WHICH HE REQUIRES; AND THAT SOME OF THOSE WHO BY THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD HAD ATTAINED A KNOWLEDGE OF THEM TRUTHS, WERE YET DOING THINGS UNWORTHY OF, THAT KNOWLEDGE, AND "HOLDING THE TRUTH IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS," AND WHO ARE UNABLE TO FIND ANY EXCUSE BEFORE GOD AFTER THE KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH GREAT TRUTHS WHICH HE HAS GIVEN THEM. 
CHAP. XLVII. 
FOR SCRIPTURE TESTIFIES, IN REGARD TO THOSE WHO HAVE A KNOWLEDGE OF THOSE THINGS OF WHICH CELSUS SPEAKS, AND WHO PROFESS A PHILOSOPHY FOUNDED ON THESE PRINCIPLES, THAT THEY, "WHEN THEY KNEW GOD, GLORIFIED HIM NOT AS GOD, NEITHER WERE THANKFUL, BUT BECAME VAIN IN THEIR IMAGINATIONS;" AND NOTWITHSTANDING THE BRIGHT LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE WITH WHICH GOD HAD ENLIGHTENED THEM, "THEIR FOOLISH HEART" WAS CARRIED AWAY, AND BECAME "DARKENED." THUS, WE MAY SEE HOW THOSE WHO ACCOUNTED THEMSELVES WISE GAVE PROOFS OF GREAT FOLLY, WHEN, ALTER SUCH GRAND ARGUMENTS DELIVERED IN THE SCHOOLS ON GOD AND ON THINGS APPREHENDED BY THE REASON, THEY "CHANGED THE GLORY OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE GOD INTO AN IMAGE MADE LIKE TO CORRUPTIBLE MAN, AND TO BIRDS, AND FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS, AND CREEPING THINGS." AS, THEN, THEY LIVED IN A WAY UNWORTHY OF THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM GOD, HIS PROVIDENCE LEAVING THEM TO THEMSELVES, THEY WERE GIVEN "UP TO UNCLEANNESS, THROUGH THE LUSTS OF THEIR OWN HEARTS TO DISHONOR THEIR OWN BODIES," IN SHAMELESSNESS AND LICENTIOUSNESS, BECAUSE THEY "CHANGED THE TRUTH OF GOD INTO A LIE, AND WORSHIPPED AND SERVED THE CREATURE MORE THAN THE CREATOR." 
CHAP. XLVIII. 
BUT THOSE WHO ARE DESPISED FOR THEIR IGNORANCE, AND SET DOWN AS FOOLS AND ABJECT SLAVES, NO SOONER COMMIT THEMSELVES TO GOD'S GUIDANCE BY ACCEPTING THE TEACHING OF JESUS, THAN, SO FAR FROM DEFILING THEMSELVES BY LICENTIOUS INDULGENCE OR THE GRATIFICATION OF SHAMELESS PASSION, THEY IN MANY CASES, LIKE PERFECT PRIESTS, FOR WHOM SUCH PLEASURES HAVE NO CHARM, KEEP THEMSELVES IN ACT AND IN THOUGHT IN A STATE OF VIRGIN PURITY. THE ATHENIANS HAVE ONE HIEROPHANT, WHO, NOT HAVING CONFIDENCE IN HIS POWER TO RESTRAIN HIS PASSIONS WITHIN THE LIMITS HE, PRESCRIBED FOR HIMSELF, DETERMINED TO CHECK THEM AT THEIR SEAT BY THE APPLICATION OF HEMLOCK; AND THUS, HE WAS ACCOUNTED PURE, AND FIT FOR THE CELEBRATION OF RELIGIOUS WORSHIP AMONG THE ATHENIANS. BUT AMONG CHRISTIANS MAY BE FOUND MEN WHO HAVE NO NEED OF HEMLOCK TO FIT THEM FOR THE PURE SERVICE OF GOD, AND FOR WHOM THE WORD IN PLACE OF HEMLOCK IS ABLE TO DRIVE ALL EVIL DESIRES FROM THEIR THOUGHTS, SO THAT THEY MAY PRESENT THEIR PRAYERS TO THE DIVINE BEING. AND ATTACHED TO THE OTHER SO-CALLED GODS ARE A SELECT NUMBER OF VIRGINS, WHO ARE GUARDED BY MEN, OR IT MAY BE NOT GUARDED (FOR THAT IS NOT THE POINT IN QUESTION AT PRESENT), AND WHO ARE SUPPOSED TO LIVE IN PURITY FOR THE HONOR OF THE GOD THEY SERVE. BUT AMONG CHRISTIANS, THOSE WHO MAINTAIN A PERPETUAL VIRGINITY DO SO FOR NO HUMAN HONORS, FOR NO FEE OR REWARD, FROM NO MOTIVE OF VAINGLORY; BUT "AS THEY CHOOSE TO RETAIN GOD IN THEIR KNOWLEDGE," THEY ARE PRESERVED BY GOD IN A SPIRIT WELL-PLEASING TO HIM, AND IN THE DISCHARGE OF EVERY DUTY, BEING FILLED WITH ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS AND GOODNESS. 
CHAP. XLIX. 
WHAT I HAVE NOW SAID, THEN, IS OFFERED NOT FOR THE PURPOSE OF CAVILING WITH ANY RIGHT OPINIONS OR SOUND DOCTRINES HELD EVEN BY GREEKS, BUT WITH THE DESIRE OF SHOWING THAT THE SAME THINGS, AND INDEED MUCH BETTER AND DIVINER THINGS THAN THESE, HAVE BEEN SAID BY THOSE DIVINE MEN, THE PROPHETS OF GOD AND THE APOSTLES OF JESUS. THESE TRUTHS ARE FULLY INVESTIGATED BY ALL WHO WISH TO ATTAIN A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF CHRISTIANITY, AND WHO KNOW THAT "THE MOUTH OF THE RIGHTEOUS SPEAKETH WISDOM, AND HIS TONGUE TALKETH OF JUDGMENT; THE LAW OF HIS GOD IS IN HIS HEART." BUT EVEN IN REGARD TO THOSE WHO, EITHER FROM DEFICIENCY OR KNOWLEDGE OR WANT OF INCLINATION, OR FROM NOT HAVING JESUS TO LEAD THEM TO A RATIONAL VIEW OF RELIGION, HAVE NOT GONE INTO THESE DEEP QUESTIONS, WE FIND THAT THEY BELIEVE IN THE MOST HIGH GOD, AND IN HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, THE WORD AND GOD, AND THAT THEY OFTEN EXHIBIT IN THEIR CHARACTER A HIGH DEGREE OF GRAVITY, OF PURITY, AND INTEGRITY; WHILE THOSE WHO CALL THEMSELVES WISE HAVE DESPISED THESE VIRTUES, AND HAVE WALLOWED IN THE FILTH OF SODOMY, IN LAWLESS LUST, "MEN WITH MEN WORKING THAT WHICH IS UNSEEMLY." 
CHAP. L. 
CELSUS HAS NOT EXPLAINED HOW ERROR ACCOMPANIES THE "BECOMING," OR PRODUCT OF GENERATION; NOR HAS HE EXPRESSED HIMSELF WITH SUFFICIENT CLEARNESS TO ENABLE US TO COMPARE HIS IDEAS WITH OURS, AND TO PASS JUDGMENT ON THEM. BUT THE PROPHETS, WHO HAVE GIVEN SOME WISE SUGGESTIONS ON THE SUBJECT OF THINGS PRODUCED BY GENERATION, TELL US THAT A SACRIFICE FOR SIN WAS OFFERED EVEN FOR NEW-BORN INFANTS, AS NOT BEING FREE FROM SIN. THEY SAY, "I WAS SHAPEN IN INIQUITY, AND IN SIN DID MY MOTHER CONCEIVE ME;" ALSO, "THEY ARE ESTRANGED FROM THE WOMB;" WHICH IS FOLLOWED BY THE SINGULAR EXPRESSION, "THEY GO ASTRAY AS SOON AS THEY ARE BORN, SPEAKING LIES." BESIDES, OUR WISE MEN HAVE SUCH A CONTEMPT FOR ALL SENSIBLE OBJECTS, THAT SOMETIMES THEY SPEAK OF ALL MATERIAL THINGS AS VANITY: THUS, "FOR THE CREATURE WAS MADE SUBJECT TO VANITY, NOT WILLINGLY, BUT BY REASON OF HIM THAT SUBJECTED THE SAME IN HOPE;" AT OTHER TIMES AS VANITY OF VANITIES, "VANITY OF VANITIES, SAITH THE PREACHER, ALL IS VANITY." WHO HAS GIVEN SO SEVERE AN ESTIMATE OF THE LIFE OF THE HUMAN SOUL HERE ON EARTH, AS HE WHO SAYS: "VERILY EVERY MAN AT HIS BEST ESTATE IS ALTOGETHER VANITY?" HE DOES NOT HESITATE AT ALL AS TO THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE PRESENT LIFE OF THE SOUL AND THAT WHICH IT IS TO LEAD HEREAFTER. HE DOES NOT SAY, "WHO KNOWS IF TO DIE IS NOT TO LIVE, AND IF TO LIVE IS NOT DEATH" BUT HE BOLDLY PROCLAIMS THE TRUTH, AND SAYS, "OUR SOUL IS BOWED DOWN TO THE DUST;" AND, "THOU HAST BROUGHT ME INTO THE DUST OF DEATH;" AND SIMILARLY, "WHO WILL DELIVER ME FROM THE BODY OF THIS DEATH?" ALSO, "WHO WILL CHANGE THE BODY OF OUR HUMILIATION." IT IS A PROPHET ALSO WHO SAYS, "THOU HAST BROUGHT US DOWN IN A PLACE OF AFFLICTION;" MEANING BY THE "PLACE OF AFFLICTION" THIS EARTHLY REGION, TO WHICH ADAM, THAT IS TO SAY, MAN, CAME AFTER HE WAS DRIVEN OUT OF PARADISE FOR SIN. OBSERVE ALSO HOW WELL THE DIFFERENT LIFE OF THE SOUL HERE AND HEREAFTER HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED BY HIM WHO SAYS, "NOW WE SEE IN A GLASS, OBSCURELY, BUT THEN FACE TO FACE;" AND, "WHILST WE ARE IN OUR HOME IN THE BODY, WE ARE AWAY FROM OUR HOME IN THE LORD;" WHEREFORE "WE ARE WELL CONTENT TO GO FROM OUR HOME IN THE BODY, AND TO COME TO OUR HOME WITH THE LORD." 
CHAP. LI. 
BUT WHAT NEED IS THERE TO QUOTE ANY MORE PASSAGES AGAINST CELSUS, IN ORDER TO PROVE THAT HIS WORDS CONTAIN NOTHING WHICH WAS NOT SAID LONG BEFORE AMONG THEMSELVES, SINCE THAT HAS BEEN SUFFICIENTLY ESTABLISHED BY WHAT WE HAVE SAID? IT SEEMS THAT WHAT FOLLOWS HAS SOME REFERENCE TO THIS: "IF YOU THINK THAT A DIVINE SPIRIT HAS DESCENDED FROM GOD TO ANNOUNCE DIVINE THINGS TO MEN, IT IS DOUBTLESS THIS SAME SPIRIT THAT REVEALS THESE TRUTHS; AND IT WAS UNDER THE SAME INFLUENCE THAT MEN OF OLD MADE KNOWN MANY IMPORTANT TRUTHS." BUT HE DOES NOT KNOW HOW GREAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THOSE THINGS AND THE CLEAR AND CERTAIN TEACHING OF THOSE WHO SAY TO US, "THINE INCORRUPTIBLE SPIRIT IS IN ALL THINGS, WHEREFORE GOD CHASTENETH THEM BY LITTLE AND LITTLE THAT OFFEND;" AND OF THOSE WHO, AMONG THEIR OTHER INSTRUCTIONS, TEACH US THAT WORDS, "RECEIVE YE THE HOLY GHOST," REFER TO A DEGREE OF SPIRITUAL INFLUENCE HIGHER THAN THAT IN THE PASSAGE, "YE SHALL BE BAPTIZED WITH THE HOLY GHOST NOT MANY DAYS HENCE." BUT IT IS A DIFFICULT MATTER, EVEN AFTER MUCH CAREFUL CONSIDERATION, TO PERCEIVE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED A KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH AND A NOTION OF GOD AT DIFFERENT INTERVALS AND FOR SHORT PERIODS OF TIME, AND THOSE WHO ARE MORE FULLY INSPIRED BY GOD, WHO HAVE CONSTANT COMMUNION WITH HIM, AND ARE ALWAYS LED BY HIS SPIRIT. HAD CELSUS SET HIMSELF TO UNDERSTAND THIS, HE WOULD NOT HAVE REPROACHED AS WITH IGNORANCE, OR FORBIDDEN US TO CHARACTERIZE AS "BLIND" THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT RELIGION SHOWS ITSELF IN SUCH PRODUCTS OF MAN'S MECHANICAL ART AS IMAGES. FOR EVERY ONE WHO SEES WITH EYES OF HIS SOUL SERVES THE DIVINE BEING IN NO OTHER WAY THAN IN THAT WHICH LEADS HIM EVER TO HAVE REGARD TO THE CREATOR OF ALL, TO ADDRESS HIS PRAYERS TO HIM ALONE, AND TO DO ALL THINGS AS IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, WHO SEES US ALTOGETHER, EVEN TO OUR THOUGHTS. OUR EARNEST DESIRE THEN IS BOTH TO SEE FOR OURSELVES, AND TO BE LEADERS OF THE BLIND, TO BRING THEM TO THE WORD OF GOD, THAT HE MAY TAKE AWAY FROM THEIR MINDS THE BLINDNESS OF IGNORANCE. AND IF OUR ACTIONS ARE WORTHY OF HIM WHO TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES, "YE ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD," AND OF THE WORD, WHO SAYS, "THE LIGHT SHINETH IN DARKNESS," THEN WE SHALL BE LIGHT TO THOSE WHO ARE IN DARKNESS WE SHALL GIVE WISDOM TO THOSE WHO ARE WITHOUT IT, AND WE SHALL INSTRUCT THE IGNORANT. 
CHAP. LII. 
AND LET NOT CELSUS BE ANGRY IF WE DESCRIBE AS FAME AND MUTILATED IN SOUL THOSE WHO RUN TO THE TEMPLES AS TO PLACES HAVING A REAL SACREDNESS AND WHO CANNOT SEE THAT NO MERE MECHANICAL WORK OF MAN CAN BE TRULY SACRED. THOSE WHOSE PIETY IS GROUNDED ON THE TEACHING OF JESUS ALSO RUN UNTIL THEY COME TO THE END OF THEIR COURSE, WHEN THEY CAN SAY IN ALL TRUTH AND CONFIDENCE: "I HAVE FOUGHT A GOOD FIGHT, I HAVE FINISHED MY COURSE I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH; HENCEFORTH THERE IS LAID UP FOR ME A CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS." AND EACH OF US RUNS "NOT AS UNCERTAIN," AND HE SO FIGHTS WITH EVIL "NOT AS ONE BEATING THE AIR," BUT AS AGAINST THOSE WHO ARE SUBJECT TO "THE PRINCE OF THE POWER OF THE AIR, THE SPIRIT THAT NOW WORKETH IN THE CHILDREN OF DISOBEDIENCE." CELSUS MAY INDEED SAY OF US THAT WE "LIVE WITH THE BODY WHICH IS A DEAD THING;" BUT WE HAVE LEARNT, "IF YE LIVE AFTER THE FLESH, YE SHALL DIE; BUT IF YE BY THE SPIRIT DO MORTIFY THE DEEDS OF THE BODY, YE SHALL LIVE;" AND, "IF WE LIVE IN THE SPIRIT, LET US ALSO WALK IN THE SPIRIT." WOULD THAT WE MIGHT CONVINCE HIM BY OUR ACTIONS THAT HE DID US WRONG, WHEN HE SAID THAT WE "LIVE WITH THE BODY WHICH IS DEAD!" 
CHAP. LIII. 
AFTER THESE REMARKS OF CELSUS, WHICH WE HAVE DONE OUR BEST TO REFUTE, HE GOES ON TO ADDRESS US THUS: "SEEING YOU ARE SO EAGER FOR SOME NOVELTY, HOW MUCH BETTER IT WOULD HAVE BEEN IF YOU HAD CHOSEN AS THE OBJECT OF YOUR ZEALOUS HOMAGE SOME ONE OF THOSE WHO DIED A GLORIOUS DEATH, AND WHOSE DIVINITY MIGHT HAVE RECEIVED THE SUPPORT OF SOME MYTH TO PERPETUATE HIS MEMORY! WHY, IF YOU WERE NOT SATISFIED WITH HERCULES OR AESCULAPIUS, AND OTHER HEROES OF ANTIQUITY, YOU HAD ORPHEUS, WHO WAS CONFESSEDLY A DIVINELY INSPIRED MAN, WHO DIED A VIOLENT DEATH. BUT PERHAPS SOME OTHERS HAVE TAKEN HIM UP BEFORE YOU. YOU MAY THEN TAKE ANAXARCHUS, WHO, WHEN CAST INTO A MORTAR, AND BEATEN MOST BARBAROUSLY, SHOWED A NOBLE CONTEMPT FOR HIS SUFFERING, AND SAID, 'BEAT, BEAT THE SHELL OF ANAXARCHUS, FOR HIMSELF YOU DO NOT BEAT,'--A SPEECH SURELY OF A SPIRIT TRULY DIVINE. BUT OTHERS WERE BEFORE YOU IN FOLLOWING HIS INTERPRETATION OF THE LAWS OF NATURE. MIGHT YOU NOT, THEN, TAKE EPICTETUS, WHO, WHEN HIS MASTER WAS TWISTING HIS LEG, SAID, SMILING AND. UNMOVED, 'YOU WILL BREAK MY LEG;' AND WHEN IT WAS BROKEN, HE ADDED, DID I NOT TELL YOU THAT YOU WOULD BREAK IT?' WHAT SAYING EQUAL TO THESE DID YOUR GOD' UTTER UNDER SUFFERING? IF YOU HAD SAID EVEN OF THE SIBYL, WHOSE AUTHORITY SOME OF YOU ACKNOWLEDGE, THAT SHE WAS A CHILD OF GOD, YOU WOULD HAVE SAID SOMETHING MORE REASONABLE. BUT YOU HAVE HAD THE PRESUMPTION TO INCLUDE IN HER WRITINGS MANY IMPIOUS THINGS, AND SET UP AS A GOD ONE WHO ENDED A MOST INFAMOUS LIFE BY A MOST MISERABLE DEATH. HOW MUCH MORE SUITABLE THAN HE WOULD HAVE BEEN JONAH IN THE WHALE'S BELLY, OR DANIEL DELIVERED FROM THE WILD BEASTS, OR ANY OF A STILL MORE PORTENTOUS KIND!" 
CHAP. LIV. 
BUT SINCE HE SENDS US TO HERCULES, LET HIM REPEAT TO US ANY OF HIS SAYINGS, AND LET HIM JUSTIFY HIS SHAMEFUL SUBJECTION TO OMPHALE. LET HIM SHOW THAT DIVINE HONOURS SHOULD BE PAID TO ONE WHO, LIKE A HIGHWAY ROBBER, CARRIES OFF A FARMER'S OX BY FORCE, AND AFTERWARDS DEVOURS IT, AMUSING HIMSELF MEANWHILE WITH THE CURSES OF THE OWNER; IN MEMORY OF WHICH EVEN TO THIS DAY SACRIFICES OFFERED TO THE DEMON OF HERCULES ARE ACCOMPANIED WITH CURSES. AGAIN, HE PROPOSES AESCULAPIUS TO US, AS IF TO OBLIGE US TO REPEAT WHAT WE HAVE SAID ALREADY; BUT WE FORBEAR. IN REGARD TO ORPHEUS, WHAT DOES HE ADMIRE IN HIM TO MAKE HIM ASSERT THAT, BY COMMON CONSENT, HE WAS REGARDED AS A DIVINELY INSPIRED MAN, AND LIVED A NOBLE LIFE? I AM GREATLY DECEIVED IF IT IS NOT THE DESIRE WHICH CELSUS HAS TO OPPOSE US AND PUT DOWN JESUS THAT LEADS HIM TO SOUND FORTH THE PRAISES OF ORPHEUS; AND WHETHER, WHEN HE MADE HIMSELF ACQUAINTED WITH HIS IMPIOUS FABLES ABOUT THE GODS, HE DID NOT CAST THEM ASIDE AS DESERVING, EVEN MORE THAN THE POEMS OF HOMER, TO BE EXCLUDED FROM A WELL-ORDERED STATE. FOR, INDEED, ORPHEUS SAYS MUCH WORSE THINGS THAN HOMER OF THOSE WHOM THEY CALL GODS. NOBLE, INDEED, IT WAS IN ANAXARCHUS TO SAY TO ARISTOCREON, TYRANT OF CYPRUS, "BEAT ON, BEAT THE SHELL OF ANAXARCHUS," BUT IT IS THE ONE ADMIRABLE INCIDENT IN THE LIFE OF ANAXARCHUS KNOWN TO THE GREEKS; AND ALTHOUGH, ON THE STRENGTH OF THAT, SOME LIKE CELSUS MIGHT DESERVEDLY HONOUR THE MAN FOR HIS COURAGE, YET TO LOOK UP TO ANAXARCHUS AS A GOD IS NOT CONSISTENT WITH REASON. HE ALSO DIRECTS US TO EPICTETUS, WHOSE FIRMNESS IS JUSTLY ADMIRED, ALTHOUGH HIS SAYING WHEN HIS LEG WAS BROKEN BY HIS MASTER IS NOT TO BE COMPARED WITH THE MARVELOUS ACTS AND WORDS OF JESUS WHICH CELSUS REFUSES TO BELIEVE; AND THESE WORDS WERE ACCOMPANIED BY SUCH A DIVINE POWER, THAT EVEN TO THIS DAY THEY CONVERT NOT ONLY SOME OF THE MORE IGNORANT AND SIMPLE, BUT MANY ALSO OF THE MOST ENLIGHTENED OF MEN. 
CHAP. LV. 
WHEN, TO HIS ENUMERATION OF THOSE TO WHOM HE WOULD SEND US, HE ADDS, "WHAT SAYING EQUAL TO THESE DID YOUR GOD UTTER UNDER SUFFERINGS?" WE WOULD REPLY, THAT THE SILENCE OF JESUS UNDER SCOURGING’S, AND AMIDST ALL HIS SUFFERINGS, SPOKE MORE FOR HIS FIRMNESS AND SUBMISSION THAN ALL THAT WAS SAID BY THE GREEKS WHEN BESET BY CALAMITY. PERHAPS CELSUS MAY BELIEVE WHAT WAS RECORDED WITH ALL SINCERITY BY TRUSTWORTHY MEN, WHO, WHILE GIVING A TRUTHFUL ACCOUNT OF ALL THE WONDERS PERFORMED BY JESUS, SPECIFY AMONG THESE THE SILENCE WHICH HE PRESERVED WHEN SUBJECTED TO SCOURGING’S; SHOWING THE SAME SINGULAR MEEKNESS UNDER THE INSULTS WHICH WERE HEAPED UPON HIM, WHEN THEY PUT UPON HIM THE PURPLE ROBE, AND SET THE CROWN OF THORNS UPON HIS HEAD, AND WHEN THEY PUT IN HIS HAND A REED IN PLACE OF A SCEPTER: NO UNWORTHY OR ANGRY WORD ESCAPED HIM AGAINST THOSE WHO SUBJECTED HIM TO SUCH OUTRAGES. SINCE, THEN, HE RECEIVED THE SCOURGING’S WITH SILENT FIRMNESS, AND BORE WITH MEEKNESS ALL THE INSULTS OF THOSE WHO OUTRAGED HIM, IT CANNOT BE SAID, AS IS SAID BY SOME, THAT IT WAS IN COWARDLY WEAKNESS THAT HE UTTERED THE WORDS: "FATHER, IF IT BE POSSIBLE, LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME: NEVERTHELESS, NOT AS I WILL, BUT AS THOU WILT." THE PRAYER WHICH SEEMS TO BE CONTAINED IN THESE WORDS FOR THE REMOVAL OF WHAT HE CALLS "THE CUP" BEARS A SENSE WHICH WE HAVE ELSEWHERE EXAMINED AND SET FORTH AT LARGE. BUT TAKING IT IN ITS MORE OBVIOUS SENSE, CONSIDER IF IT BE NOT A PRAYER OFFERED TO GOD WITH ALL PIETY. FOR NO MAN NATURALLY REGARDS ANYTHING WHICH MAY BEFALL HIM AS NECESSARY AND INEVITABLE; THOUGH HE MAY SUBMIT TO WHAT IS NOT INEVITABLE, IF OCCASION REQUIRES. BESIDES, THESE WORDS, "NEVERTHELESS, NOT AS I WILL, BUT AS THOU WILT," ARE NOT THE LANGUAGE OF ONE WHO YIELDED TO NECESSITY, BUT OF ONE WHO WAS CONTENTED WITH WHAT WAS BEFALLING HIM, AND WHO SUBMITTED WITH REVERENCE TO THE ARRANGEMENTS OF PROVIDENCE. 
CHAP. LVI. 
CELSUS THEN ADDS, FOR WHAT REASON I KNOW NOT, THAT INSTEAD OF CALLING JESUS THE SON OF GOD, WE HAD BETTER HAVE GIVEN THAT HONOUR TO THE SIBYL, IN WHOSE BOOKS HE MAINTAINS WE HAVE INTERPOLATED MANY IMPIOUS STATEMENTS, THOUGH HE DOES NOT MENTION WHAT THOSE INTERPOLATIONS ARE. HE MIGHT HAVE PROVED HIS ASSERTION BY PRODUCING SOME OLDER COPIES WHICH ARE FREE FROM THE INTERPOLATIONS WHICH HE ATTRIBUTES TO US; BUT HE DOES NOT DO SO EVEN TO JUSTIFY HIS STATEMENT THAT THESE PASSAGES ARE OF AN IMPIOUS CHARACTER. MOREOVER, HE AGAIN SPEAKS OF THE LIFE OF JESUS AS "A MOST INFAMOUS LIFE," AS HE HAS DONE BEFORE, NOT ONCE OR TWICE, BUT MANY TIMES, ALTHOUGH HE DOES NOT STAY TO SPECIFY ANY OF THE ACTIONS OF HIS LIFE WHICH HE THINKS MOST INFAMOUS. HE SEEMS TO THINK THAT HE MAY IN THIS WAY MAKE ASSERTIONS WITHOUT PROVING THEM, AND RAIL AGAINST ONE OF WHOM HE KNOWS NOTHING. HAD HE SET HIMSELF TO SHOW WHAT SORT OF INFAMY HE FOUND IN THE ACTIONS OF JESUS, WE SHOULD HAVE REPELLED THE SEVERAL CHARGES BROUGHT AGAINST HIM. JESUS DID INDEED MEET WITH A MOST SAD DEATH; BUT THE SAME MIGHT BE SAID OF SOCRATES, AND OF ANAXARCHUS, WHOM HE HAD JUST MENTIONED, AND A MULTITUDE OF OTHERS. IF THE DEATH OF JESUS WAS A MISERABLE ONE, WAS NOT THAT OF THE OTHERS SO TOO? AND IF THEIR DEATH WAS NOT MISERABLE, CAN IT BE SAID THAT THE DEATH OF JESUS WAS? YOU SEE FROM THIS, THEN, THAT THE OBJECT OF CELSUS IS TO VILIFY THE CHARACTER OF JESUS; AND I CAN ONLY SUPPOSE THAT HE IS DRIVEN TO IT BY SOME SPIRIT AKIN TO THOSE WHOSE POWER HAS BEEN BROKEN AND VANQUISHED BY JESUS, AND WHICH NOW FINDS ITSELF DEPRIVED OF THE SMOKE AND BLOOD ON WHICH IT LIVED, WHILST DECEIVING THOSE WHO SOUGHT FOR GOD HERE UPON EARTH IN IMAGES, INSTEAD OF LOOKING UP TO THE TRUE GOD, THE GOVERNOR OF ALL THINGS. 
CHAP. LVII. 
AFTER THIS, AS THOUGH HIS OBJECT WAS TO SWELL THE SIZE OF HIS BOOK, HE ADVISES US "TO CHOOSE JONAH RATHER THAN JESUS AS OUR GOD;" THUS SETTING JONAH, WHO PREACHED REPENTANCE TO THE SINGLE CITY OF NINEVEH, BEFORE JESUS, WHO HAS PREACHED REPENTANCE TO THE WHOLE WORLD, AND WITH MUCH GREATER RESULTS. HE WOULD HAVE US TO REGARD AS GOD A MAN WHO, BY A STRANGE MIRACLE, PASSED THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE WHALE'S BELLY; AND HE IS UNWILLING THAT HE WHO SUBMITTED TO DEATH FOR THE SAKE OF MEN, HE TO WHOM GOD BORE TESTIMONY THROUGH THE PROPHETS, AND WHO HAS DONE GREAT THINGS IN HEAVEN AND EARTH, SHOULD RECEIVE ON THAT GROUND HONOUR SECOND ONLY TO THAT WHICH IS GIVEN TO THE MOST HIGH GOD. MOREOVER, JONAH WAS SWALLOWED BY THE WHALE FOR REFUSING TO PREACH AS GOD HAD COMMANDED HIM; WHILE JESUS SUFFERED DEATH FOR MEN AFTER HE HAD GIVEN THE INSTRUCTIONS WHICH GOD WISHED HIM TO GIVE. STILL FURTHER, HE ADDS THAT DANIEL RESCUED FROM THE LIONS IS MORE-WORTHY OF OUR ADORATION THAN JESUS, WHO SUBDUED THE FIERCENESS OF EVERY OPPOSING POWER, AND GAVE TO US "AUTHORITY TO TREAD ON SERPENTS AND SCORPIONS, AND OVER ALL THE POWER OF THE ENEMY." FINALLY, HAVING NO OTHER NAMES TO OFFER US, HE ADDS, "AND OTHERS OF A STILL MORE MONSTROUS KIND," THUS CASTING A SLIGHT UPON BOTH JONAH AND DANIEL, FOR THE SPIRIT WHICH IS IN CELSUS CANNOT SPEAK WELL OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 
CHAP. LVIII. 
LET US NOW CONSIDER WHAT FOLLOWS. "THEY HAVE ALSO," SAYS HE, "A PRECEPT TO THIS EFFECT, THAT WE OUGHT NOT TO AVENGE OURSELVES ON ONE WHO INJURES US, OR, AS HE EXPRESSES IT, 'WHOSOEVER SHALL STRIKE THEE ON THE ONE CHEEK, TURN TO HIM THE OTHER ALSO.' THIS IS AN ANCIENT SAYING, WHICH HAD BEEN ADMIRABLY EXPRESSED LONG BEFORE, AND WHICH THEY HAVE ONLY REPORTED IN A COARSER WAY. FOR PLATO INTRODUCES SOCRATES CONVERSING WITH CRITO AS FOLLOWS: 'MUST WE NEVER DO INJUSTICE TO ANY?' 'CERTAINLY NOT.' 'AND SINCE WE MUST NEVER DO INJUSTICE, MUST WE NOT RETURN INJUSTICE FOR AN INJUSTICE THAT HAS BEEN DONE TO US, AS MOST PEOPLE THINK?' 'IT SEEMS TO ME THAT WE SHOULD NOT.' 'BUT TELL ME, CRITO, MAY WE DO EVIL TO ANY ONE OR NOT?' 'CERTAINLY NOT, O SOCRATES.' 'WELL, IS IT JUST, AS IS COMMONLY SAID, FOR ONE WHO HAS SUFFERED WRONG TO DO WRONG IN RETURN, OR IS IT UNJUST?' 'IT IS UNJUST. YES; FOR TO DO HARM TO A MAN IS THE SAME AS TO DO HIM INJUSTICE.' 'YOU SPEAK TRULY. WE MUST THEN NOT DO INJUSTICE IN RETURN FOR INJUSTICE, NOR MUST WE DO EVIL TO ANY ONE, WHATEVER EVIL WE MAY HAVE SUFFERED FROM HIM.' THUS, PLATO SPEAKS; AND HE ADDS, 'CONSIDER, THEN, WHETHER YOU ARE AT ONE WITH ME, AND WHETHER, STARTING FROM THIS PRINCIPLE, WE MAY NOT COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT IT IS NEVER RIGHT TO DO INJUSTICE, EVEN IN RETURN FOR AN INJUSTICE WHICH HAS BEEN RECEIVED; OR WHETHER, ON THE OTHER HAND, YOU DIFFER FROM ME, AND DO NOT ADMIT THE PRINCIPLE FROM WHICH WE STARTED. THAT HAS ALWAYS BEEN MY OPINION, AND IS SO STILL.' SUCH ARE THE SENTIMENTS OF PLATO, AND INDEED THEY WERE HELD BY DIVINE MEN BEFORE HIS TIME. BUT LET THIS SUFFICE AS ONE EXAMPLE OF THE WAY IN WHICH THIS AND OTHER TRUTHS HAVE BEEN BORROWED AND CORRUPTED. ANY ONE WHO WISHES CAN EASILY BY SEARCHING FIND MORE OF THEM." 
CHAP. LIX. 
WHEN CELSUS HERE OR ELSEWHERE FINDS HIMSELF UNABLE TO DISPUTE THE TRUTH OF WHAT WE SAY, BUT AVERS THAT THE SAME THINGS WERE SAID BY THE GREEKS, OUR ANSWER IS, THAT IF THE DOCTRINE BE SOUND, AND THE EFFECT OF IT GOOD, WHETHER IT WAS, MADE KNOWN TO THE GREEKS BY PLATO OR ANY OF THE WISE MEN OF GREECE, OR WHETHER IT WAS DELIVERED TO THE JEWS BY MOSES OR ANY OF THE PROPHETS, OR WHETHER IT WAS GIVEN TO THE CHRISTIANS IN THE RECORDED TEACHING OF JESUS CHRIST, OR IN THE INSTRUCTIONS OF HIS APOSTLES, THAT DOES NOT AFFECT THE VALUE OF THE TRUTH COMMUNICATED. IT IS NO OBJECTION TO THE PRINCIPLES OF JEWS OR CHRISTIANS, THAT THE SAME THINGS WERE ALSO SAID BY THE GREEKS, ESPECIALLY IF IT BE PROVED THAT THE WRITINGS OF THE JEWS ARE OLDER THAN THOSE OF THE GREEKS. AND FURTHER, WE ARE NOT TO IMAGINE THAT A TRUTH ADORNED WITH THE GRACES OF GRECIAN SPEECH IS NECESSARILY BETTER THAN THE SAME WHEN EXPRESSED IN THE MORE HUMBLE AND UNPRETENDING LANGUAGE USED BY JEWS AND CHRISTIANS, ALTHOUGH INDEED THE LANGUAGE OF THE JEWS, IN WHICH THE PROPHETS WROTE THE BOOKS WHICH HAVE COME DOWN TO US, HAS A GRACE OF EXPRESSION PECULIAR TO THE GENIUS OF THE HEBREW TONGUE. AND EVEN IF WE WERE REQUIRED TO SHOW THAT THE SAME DOCTRINES HAVE BEEN BETTER EXPRESSED AMONG THE JEWISH PROPHETS OR IN CHRISTIAN WRITINGS, HOWEVER PARADOXICAL IT MAY SEEM, WE ARE PREPARED TO PROVE THIS BY AN ILLUSTRATION TAKEN FROM DIFFERENT KINDS OF FOOD, AND FROM THE DIFFERENT MODES OF PREPARING THEM. SUPPOSE THAT A KIND OF FOOD WHICH IS WHOLESOME AND NUTRITIOUS HAS BEEN PREPARED AND SEASONED IN SUCH A WAY AS TO BE FIT, NOT FOR THE SIMPLE TASTES OF PEASANTS AND POOR LABOURERS, BUT FOR THOSE ONLY WHO ARE RICH AND DAINTY IN THEIR TASTES. SUPPOSE, AGAIN, THAT THAT SAME FOOD IS PREPARED NOT TO SUIT THE TASTES OF THE MORE DELICATE, BUT FOR THE PEASANTS, THE POOR LABOURERS, AND THE COMMON PEOPLE GENERALLY, IN SHORT, SO THAT MYRIADS OF PERSONS MIGHT EAT OF IT. NOW IF, ACCORDING TO THE SUPPOSITION, THE FOOD PREPARED IN THE ONE WAY PROMOTES THE HEALTH OF THOSE ONLY WHO ARE STYLED THE BETTER CLASSES, WHILE NONE OF THE OTHERS COULD TASTE IT, WHEREAS WHEN PREPARED IN THE OTHER WAY IT PROMOTED THE HEALTH OF GREAT MULTITUDES OF MEN, WHICH SHALL WE ESTEEM AS MOST CONTRIBUTING TO THE PUBLIC WELFARE,--THOSE WHO PREPARE FOOD FOR PERSONS OF MARK, OR THOSE WHO PREPARE IT FOR THE MULTITUDES?--TAKING FOR GRANTED THAT IN BOTH CASES THE FOOD IS EQUALLY WHOLESOME AND NOURISHING; WHILE IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE WELFARE OF MANKIND AND THE COMMON GOOD ARE PROMOTED BETTER BY THAT PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDS TO THE HEALTH OF THE MANY, THAN BY ONE WHO CONFINES HIS ATTENTION TO A FEW. 
CHAP. LX. 
NOW, AFTER UNDERSTANDING THIS ILLUSTRATION, WE HAVE TO APPLY IT TO THE QUALITIES OF SPIRITUAL FOOD WITH WHICH THE RATIONAL PART OF MAN IS NOURISHED. SEE, THEN, IF PLATO AND THE WISE MEN AMONG THE GREEKS, IN THE BEAUTIFUL THINGS THEY SAY, ARE NOT LIKE THOSE PHYSICIANS WHO CONFINE THEIR ATTENTIONS TO WHAT ARE CALLED THE BETTER CLASSES OF SOCIETY, AND DESPISE THE MULTITUDE; WHEREAS THE PROPHETS AMONG THE JEWS, AND THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS, WHO DESPISE MERE ELEGANCES OF STYLE, AND WHAT IS CALLED IN SCRIPTURE "THE WISDOM OF MEN," "THE WISDOM ACCORDING TO THE FLESH," WHICH DELIGHTS IN WHAT IS OBSCURE, RESEMBLE THOSE WHO STUDY TO PROVIDE THE MOST WHOLESOME FOOD FOR THE LARGEST NUMBER OF PERSONS. FOR THIS PURPOSE, THEY ADAPT THEIR LANGUAGE AND STYLE TO THE CAPACITIES OF THE COMMON PEOPLE, AND AVOID WHATEVER WOULD SEEM FOREIGN TO THEM, LEST BY THE INTRODUCTION OF STRANGE FORMS OF EXPRESSION THEY SHOULD PRODUCE A DISTASTE FOR THEIR TEACHING. INDEED, IF THE TRUE USE OF SPIRITUAL FOOD, TO KEEP UP THE FIGURE, IS TO PRODUCE IN HIM WHO PARTAKES OF IT THE VIRTUES OF PATIENCE AND GENTLENESS, MUST THAT DISCOURSE NOT BE BETTER PREPARED WHEN IT PRODUCES PATIENCE AND GENTLENESS IN MULTITUDES, OR MAKES THEM GROW IN THESE VIRTUES, THEN THAT WHICH CONFINES ITS EFFECTS TO A SELECT FEW, SUPPOSING THAT IT DOES REALLY MAKE THEM GENTLE AND PATIENT? IF A GREEK WISHED BY WHOLESOME INSTRUCTION TO BENEFIT PEOPLE WHO UNDERSTOOD ONLY EGYPTIAN OR SYRIAC, THE FIRST THING THAT HE WOULD DO WOULD BE TO LEARN THEIR LANGUAGE; AND HE WOULD RATHER PASS FOR A BARBARIAN AMONG THE GREEKS, BY SPEAKING AS THE EGYPTIANS OR SYRIANS, IN ORDER TO BE USEFUL TO THEM, THAN ALWAYS REMAIN GREEK, AND BE WITHOUT THE MEANS OF HELPING THEM. IN THE SAME WAY THE DIVINE NATURE, HAVING THE PURPOSE OF INSTRUCTING NOT ONLY THOSE WHO ARE REPUTED TO BE LEARNED IN THE LITERATURE OF GREECE, BUT ALSO THE REST OF MANKIND, ACCOMMODATED ITSELF TO THE CAPACITIES OF THE SIMPLE MULTITUDES WHOM IT ADDRESSED. IT SEEKS TO WIN THE ATTENTION OF THE MORE IGNORANT BY THE USE OF LANGUAGE WHICH IS FAMILIAR TO THEM, SO THAT THEY MAY EASILY BE INDUCED, AFTER THEIR FIRST INTRODUCTION, TO STRIVE AFTER AN ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE DEEPER TRUTHS WHICH LIE HIDDEN IN SCRIPTURE. FOR EVEN THE ORDINARY READER OF SCRIPTURE MAY SEE THAT IT CONTAINS MANY THINGS WHICH ARE TOO DEEP TO BE APPREHENDED AT FIRST; BUT THESE ARE UNDERSTOOD BY SUCH AS DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO A CAREFUL STUDY OF THE DIVINE WORD, AND THEY BECOME PLAIN TO THEM IN PROPORTION TO THE PAINS AND ZEAL WHICH THEY EXPEND UPON ITS INVESTIGATION. 
CHAP. LXI. 
FROM THESE REMARKS IT IS EVIDENT, THAT WHEN JESUS SAID "COARSELY," AS CELSUS TERMS IT, "TO HIM WHO SHALL STRIKE THEE ON THE ONE CHEEK, TURN THE OTHER ALSO; AND IF ANY MAN BE MINDED TO SUE THEE AT THE LAW, AND TAKE AWAY THY COAT, LET HIM HAVE THY CLOAK ALSO," HE EXPRESSED HIMSELF IN SUCH A WAY AS TO MAKE THE PRECEPT HAVE MORE PRACTICAL EFFECT THAN THE WORDS OF PLATO IN THE CRITO; FOR THE LATTER IS SO FAR FROM BEING INTELLIGIBLE TO ORDINARY PERSONS, THAT EVEN THOSE HAVE A DIFFICULTY IN UNDERSTANDING HIM, WHO HAVE BEEN BROUGHT UP IN THE SCHOOLS OF LEARNING, AND HAVE BEEN INITIATED INTO THE FAMOUS PHILOSOPHY OF GREECE. IT MAY ALSO BE OBSERVED, THAT THE PRECEPT ENJOINING PATIENCE UNDER INJURIES IS IN NO WAY CORRUPTED OR DEGRADED BY THE PLAIN AND SIMPLE LANGUAGE WHICH OUR LORD EMPLOYS, BUT THAT IN THIS, AS IN OTHER CASES, IT IS A MERE CALUMNY AGAINST OUR RELIGION WHICH HE UTTERS WHEN HE SAYS: "BUT LET THIS SUFFICE AS ONE EXAMPLE OF THE WAY IN WHICH THIS AND OTHER TRUTHS HAVE BEEN BORROWED AND CORRUPTED. ANY ONE WHO WISHES CAN EASILY BY SEARCHING FIND MORE OF THEM." 
CHAP. LXII. 
LET US NOW SEE WHAT FOLLOWS. "LET US PASS ON," SAYS HE, "TO ANOTHER POINT. THEY CANNOT TOLERATE TEMPLES, ALTARS, OR IMAGES. IN THIS THEY ARE LIKE THE SCYTHIANS, THE NOMADIC TRIBES OF LIBYA, THE SERES WHO WORSHIP NO GOD, AND SOME OTHER OF THE MOST BARBAROUS AND IMPIOUS NATIONS IN THE WORLD. THAT THE PERSIANS HOLD THE SAME NOTIONS IS SHOWN BY HERODOTUS IN THESE WORDS: 'I KNOW THAT AMONG THE PERSIANS IT IS CONSIDERED UNLAWFUL TO ERECT IMAGES, ALTARS, OR TEMPLES; BUT THEY CHARGE THOSE WITH FOLLY WHO DO SO, BECAUSE, AS I CONJECTURE, THEY DO NOT, LIKE THE GREEKS, SUPPOSE THE GODS TO BE OF THE NATURE OF MEN.' HERACLITUS ALSO SAYS IN ONE PLACE: 'PERSONS WHO ADDRESS PRAYERS TO THESE IMAGES ACT LIKE THOSE WHO SPEAK TO THE WALLS, WITHOUT KNOWING WHO THE GODS OR THE HEROES ARE.' AND WHAT WISER LESSON HAVE THEY TO TEACH US THAN HERACLITUS? HE CERTAINLY PLAINLY ENOUGH IMPLIES THAT IT IS A FOOLISH THING FOR A MAN TO OFFER PRAYERS TO IMAGES, WHILST HE KNOWS NOT WHO THE GODS AND HEROES ARE. THIS IS THE OPINION OF HERACLITUS; BUT AS FOR THEM, THEY GO FURTHER, AND DESPISE WITHOUT EXCEPTION ALL IMAGES. IF THEY MERELY MEAN THAT THE STONE, WOOD, BRASS, OR GOLD WHICH HAS BEEN WROUGHT BY THIS OR THAT WORKMAN CANNOT BE A GOD, THEY ARE RIDICULOUS WITH THEIR WISDOM. FOR WHO, UNLESS HE BE UTTERLY CHILDISH IN HIS SIMPLICITY, CAN TAKE THESE FOR GODS, AND NOT FOR OFFERINGS CONSECRATED TO THE SERVICE OF THE GODS, OR IMAGES REPRESENTING THEM? BUT IF WE ARE NOT TO REGARD THESE AS REPRESENTING THE DIVINE BEING, SEEING THAT GOD HAS A DIFFERENT FORM, AS THE PERSIANS CONCUR WITH THEM IN SAYING, THEN LET THEM TAKE CARE THAT THEY DO NOT CONTRADICT THEMSELVES; FOR THEY SAY THAT GOD MADE MAN HIS OWN IMAGE, AND THAT HE GAVE HIM A FORM LIKE TO HIMSELF. HOWEVER, THEY WILL ADMIT THAT THESE IMAGES, WHETHER THEY ARE LIKE OR NOT, ARE MADE AND DEDICATED TO THE HONOR OF CERTAIN BEINGS. BUT THEY WILL HOLD THAT THE BEINGS TO WHOM THEY ARE DEDICATED ARE NOT GODS, BUT DEMONS, AND THAT A WORSHIPPER OF GOD OUGHT NOT TO WORSHIP DEMONS." 
CHAP. LXIII. 
TO THIS OUR ANSWER IS, THAT IF THE SCYTHIANS, THE NOMADIC TRIBES OF LIBYA, THE SERES, WHO ACCORDING TO CELSUS HAVE NO GOD, IF THOSE OTHER MOST BARBAROUS AND IMPIOUS NATIONS IN THE WORLD, AND IF THE PERSIANS EVEN CANNOT BEAR THE SIGHT OF TEMPLES, ALTARS, AND IMAGES, IT DOES NOT FOLLOW BECAUSE WE CANNOT SUFFER THEM ANY MORE THAN THEY, THAT THE GROUNDS ON WHICH WE OBJECT TO THEM ARE THE SAME AS THEIRS. WE MUST INQUIRE INTO THE PRINCIPLES ON WHICH THE OBJECTION TO TEMPLES AND IMAGES IS ROUNDED, IN ORDER THAT WE MAY APPROVE OF THOSE WHO OBJECT ON SOUND PRINCIPLES, AND CONDEMN THOSE WHOSE PRINCIPLES ARE FALSE. FOR ONE AND THE SAME THING MAY BE DONE FOR DIFFERENT REASONS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE PHILOSOPHERS WHO FOLLOW ZENO OF CITIUM ABSTAIN FROM COMMITTING ADULTERY, THE FOLLOWERS OF EPICURUS DO SO TOO, AS WELL AS OTHERS AGAIN WHO DO SO ON NO PHILOSOPHICAL PRINCIPLES; BUT OBSERVE WHAT DIFFERENT REASONS DETERMINE THE CONDUCT OF THESE DIFFERENT CLASSES. THE FIRST CONSIDER THE INTERESTS OF SOCIETY, AND HOLD IT TO BE FORBIDDEN BY NATURE THAT A MAN WHO IS A REASONABLE BEING SHOULD CORRUPT A WOMAN WHOM THE LAWS HAVE ALREADY GIVEN TO ANOTHER, AND SHOULD THUS BREAK UP THE HOUSEHOLD OF ANOTHER MAN. THE EPICUREANS DO NOT REASON IN THIS WAY; BUT IF THEY ABSTAIN FROM ADULTERY, IT IS BECAUSE, REGARDING PLEASURE AS THE CHIEF END OF MAN, THEY PERCEIVE THAT ONE WHO GIVES HIMSELF UP TO, ADULTERY, ENCOUNTERS FOR THE SAKE OF THIS ONE PLEASURE A MULTITUDE OF OBSTACLES TO PLEASURE, SUCH AS IMPRISONMENT, EXILE, AND DEATH ITSELF. THEY OFTEN, INDEED, RUN CONSIDERABLE RISK AT THE OUTSET, WHILE WATCHING FOR THE DEPARTURE FROM THE HOUSE OF THE MASTER AND THOSE IN HIS INTEREST. SO THAT, SUPPOSING IT POSSIBLE FOR A MAN TO COMMIT ADULTERY, AND ESCAPE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE HUSBAND, OF HIS SERVANTS, AND OF OTHERS WHOSE ESTEEM HE WOULD FORFEIT, THEN THE EPICUREAN WOULD YIELD TO THE COMMISSION OF THE CRIME FOR THE SAKE OF PLEASURE. THE MAN OF NO PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEM, AGAIN, WHO ABSTAINS FROM ADULTERY WHEN THE OPPORTUNITY COMES TO HIM, DOES SO GENERALLY FROM DREAD OF THE LAW AND ITS PENALTIES, AND NOT FOR THE SAKE OF ENJOYING A GREATER NUMBER OF OTHER PLEASURES. YOU SEE, THEN, THAT AN ACT WHICH PASSES FOR BEING ONE AND THE SAME--NAMELY, ABSTINENCE FROM ADULTERY--IS NOT THE SAME, BUT DIFFERS IN DIFFERENT MEN ACCORDING TO THE MOTIVES WHICH ACTUATE IT: ONE MAN REFRAINING FOR SOUND REASONS, ANOTHER FOR SUCH BAD AND IMPIOUS ONES AS THOSE OF THE EPICUREAN, AND THE COMMON PERSON OF WHOM WE HAVE SPOKEN. 
CHAP. LXIV. 
AS, THEN, THIS ACT OF SELF-RESTRAINT, WHICH IN APPEARANCE IS ONE AND THE SAME, IS FOUND IN FACT TO BE DIFFERENT IN DIFFERENT PERSONS, ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLES AND MOTIVES WHICH LEAD TO IT; SO, IN THE SAME WAY WITH THOSE WHO CANNOT ALLOW IN THE WORSHIP OF THE DIVINE BEING ALTARS, OR TEMPLES, OR IMAGES. THE SCYTHIANS, THE NOMADIC LIBYANS, THE GODLESS SERES [ATHEISTIC], AND THE PERSIANS, AGREE IN THIS WITH THE CHRISTIANS AND JEWS, BUT THEY ARE ACTUATED BY VERY DIFFERENT PRINCIPLES. FOR NONE OF THESE-FORMER ABHOR ALTARS AND IMAGES ON THE GROUND THAT THEY ARC AFRAID OF DEGRADING THE WORSHIP OF GOD, AND REDUCING IT TO THE WORSHIP OF MATERIAL THINGS WROUGHT BY THE HANDS OF MEN. NEITHER DO THEY OBJECT TO THEM FROM A BELIEF THAT THE DEMONS CHOOSE CERTAIN FORMS AND PLACES, WHETHER BECAUSE THEY ARE DETAINED THERE BY VIRTUE OF CERTAIN CHARMS, OR BECAUSE FOR SOME OTHER POSSIBLE REASON THEY HAVE SELECTED THESE HAUNTS, WHERE THEY MAY PURSUE THEIR CRIMINAL PLEASURES, IN PARTAKING OF THE SMOKE OF SACRIFICIAL VICTIMS. BUT CHRISTIANS AND JEWS HAVE REGARD TO THIS COMMAND, "THOU SHALT FEAR THE LORD THY GOD, AND SERVE HIM ALONE;" AND THIS OTHER, "THOU SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME: THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO THEE ANY GRAVEN IMAGE, OR ANY LIKENESS OF ANYTHING THAT IS IN HEAVEN ABOVE, OR THAT IS IN THE EARTH BENEATH, OR THAT IS IN THE WATER UNDER THE EARTH: THOU SHALT NOT BOW DOWN THYSELF TO THEM, NOR SERVE THEM;" AND AGAIN, "THOU SHALT WORSHIP THE LORD THY GOD, AND HIM ONLY SHALT THOU SERVE." IT IS IN CONSIDERATION OF THESE AND MANY OTHER SUCH COMMANDS, THAT THEY NOT ONLY AVOID TEMPLES, ALTARS, AND IMAGES, BUT ARE READY TO SUFFER DEATH WHEN IT IS NECESSARY, RATHER THAN DEBASE BY ANY SUCH IMPIETY THE CONCEPTION WHICH THEY HAVE OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. 
CHAP. LXV. 
IN REGARD TO THE PERSIANS, WE HAVE ALREADY SAID THAT THOUGH THEY DO NOT BUILD TEMPLES, YET THEY WORSHIP THE SUN AND THE OTHER WORKS OF GOD. THIS IS FORBIDDEN TO US, FOR WE HAVE BEEN TAUGHT NOT TO WORSHIP THE CREATURE INSTEAD OF THE CREATOR, BUT TO KNOW THAT "THE CREATION SHALL BE DELIVERED FROM THE BONDAGE OF CORRUPTION INTO THE LIBERTY OF THE GLORY OF THE CHILDREN OF GOD;" AND "THE EARNEST EXPECTATION OF THE CREATION IS WAITING FOR THE REVELATION OF THE SONS OF GOD;" AND "THE CREATION WAS MADE SUBJECT TO VANITY, NOT WILLINGLY, BUT BY; REASON OF HIM WHO MADE IT SUBJECT:, IN HOPE." WE BELIEVE, THEREFORE, THAT THINGS "UNDER THE BONDAGE OF CORRUPTION," AND "SUBJECT TO VANITY," WHICH REMAIN IN THIS CONDITION "IN HOPE" OF A BETTER STATE, OUGHT NOT IN OUR WORSHIP TO HOLD THE PLACE OF GOD, THE ALL-SUFFICIENT, AND OF HIS SON, THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION. LET THIS SUFFICE, IN ADDITION TO WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY SAID OF THE PERSIANS, WHO ABHOR ALTARS AND IMAGES, BUT WHO SERVE THE CREATURE INSTEAD OF THE CREATOR. AS TO THE PASSAGE QUOTED BY CELSUS FROM HERACLITUS, THE PURPORT OF WHICH HE REPRESENTS AS BEING, "THAT IT IS CHILDISH FOLLY FOR ONE TO OFFER PRAYERS TO IMAGES, WHILST HE KNOWS NOT WHO THE GODS AND HEROES ARE," WE MAY REPLY THAT IT IS EASY TO KNOW THAT GOD AND THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, AND THOSE WHOM GOD HAS HONORED WITH THE TITLE OF GOD, AND WHO PARTAKE OF HIS DIVINE NATURE, ARE VERY DIFFERENT FROM ALL THE GODS OF THE NATIONS WHICH ARE DEMONS; BUT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE AT THE SAME TIME TO KNOW GOD AND TO ADDRESS PRAYERS TO IMAGES. 
CHAP. LXVI. 
AND THE CHARGE OF FOLLY APPLIES NOT ONLY TO THOSE WHO OFFER PRAYERS TO IMAGES, BUT ALSO TO SUCH AS PRETEND TO DO SO IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE EXAMPLE OF THE MULTITUDE: AND TO THIS CLASS BELONG THE PERIPATETIC PHILOSOPHERS AND THE FOLLOWERS OF EPICURUS AND DEMOCRITUS. FOR THERE IS NO FALSEHOOD OR PRETENSE IN THE SOUL WHICH IS POSSESSED WITH TRUE PIETY TOWARDS GOD. ANOTHER REASON ALSO WHY WE ABSTAIN FROM DOING HONOR TO IMAGES, IS THAT WE MAY GIVE NO SUPPORT TO THE NOTION THAT THE IMAGES ARE GODS. IT IS ON THIS GROUND THAT WE CONDEMN CELSUS, AND ALL OTHERS WHO, WHILE ADMITTING THAT THEY ARE NOT GODS, YET, WITH THE REPUTATION OF BEING WISE MEN, RENDER TO THEM WHAT PASSES FOR HOMAGE. IN THIS WAY THEY LEAD INTO SIN THE MULTITUDE WHO FOLLOW THEIR EXAMPLE, AND WHO WORSHIP THESE IMAGES NOT SIMPLY OUT OF DEFERENCE TO CUSTOM, BUT FROM A BELIEF INTO WHICH THEY HAVE FALLEN THAT THEY ARE TRUE GODS, AND THAT THOSE ARE NOT TO BE LISTENED TO WHO HOLD THAT THE OBJECTS OF THEIR WORSHIP ARE NOT TRUE GODS. CELSUS, INDEED, SAYS THAT "THEY DO NOT TAKE THEM FOR GODS, BUT ONLY AS OFFERINGS DEDICATED TO THE GODS." BUT HE DOES NOT PROVE THAT THEY ARE NOT RATHER DEDICATED TO MEN THAN, AS HE SAYS, TO THE HONOR OF THE GODS THEMSELVES; FOR IT IS CLEAR THAT THEY ARE THE OFFERINGS OF MEN WHO WERE IN ERROR IN THEIR VIEWS OF THE DIVINE BEING. MOREOVER, WE DO NOT IMAGINE THAT THESE IMAGES ARE REPRESENTATIONS OF GOD, FOR THEY CANNOT REPRESENT A BEING WHO IS INVISIBLE AND INCORPOREAL. BUT AS CELSUS SUPPOSES THAT WE FALL INTO A CONTRADICTION, WHILST ON THE ONE HAND WE SAY THAT GOD HAS NOT A HUMAN FORM, AND ON THE OTHER WE PROFESS TO BELIEVE THAT GOD MADE MAN THE IMAGE OF HIMSELF, AND CREATED MAN THE IMAGE OF GOD; OUR ANSWER IS THE SAME AS HAS BEEN GIVEN ALREADY, THAT WE HOLD THE RESEMBLANCE TO GOD TO BE PRESERVED IN THE REASONABLE SOUL, WHICH IS FORMED TO VIRTUE, ALTHOUGH CELSUS, WHO DOES NOT SEE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN "BEING THE IMAGE OF GOD," AND "BEING CREATED AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD," PRETENDS THAT WE SAID, "GOD MADE MAN HIS OWN IMAGE, AND GAVE HIM A FORM LIKE TO HIS OWN." BUT THIS ALSO HAS BEEN EXAMINED BEFORE. 
CHAP. LXVII. 
HIS NEXT REMARK UPON THE CHRISTIANS IS: "THEY WILL ADMIT THAT THESE IMAGES, WHETHER THEY ARE LIKE OR NOT, ARE MADE AND DEDICATED TO THE HONOR OF CERTAIN BEINGS; BUT THEY WILL HOLD THAT THE BEINGS TO WHOM THEY ARE DEDICATED ARE NOT GODS, BUT DEMONS, AND THAT A WORSHIPPER OF GOD OUGHT NOT TO WORSHIP DEMONS." IF HE HAD BEEN ACQUAINTED WITH THE NATURE OF DEMONS, AND WITH THEIR SEVERAL OPERATIONS, WHETHER LED ON TO THEM BY THE CONJURATIONS OF THOSE WHO ARE SKILLED IN THE ART, OR URGED ON BY THEIR OWN INCLINATION TO ACT ACCORDING TO THEIR POWER AND INCLINATION; IF, I SAY, HE HAD THOROUGHLY UNDERSTOOD THIS SUBJECT, WHICH IS BOTH WIDE IN EXTENT AND DIFFICULT FOR HUMAN COMPREHENSION, HE WOULD NOT HAVE CONDEMNED US FOR SAYING THAT THOSE WHO WORSHIP THE SUPREME BEING SHOULD NOT SERVE DEMONS. FOR OURSELVES, SO FAR ARE WE FROM WISHING TO SERVE DEMONS, THAT BY THE USE OF PRAYERS AND OTHER MEANS WHICH WE LEARN FROM SCRIPTURE, WE DRIVE THEM OUT OF THE SOULS OF MEN, OUT OF PLACES WHERE THEY HAVE ESTABLISHED THEMSELVES, AND EVEN SOMETIMES FROM THE BODIES OF ANIMALS; FOR EVEN THESE CREATURES OFTEN SUFFER FROM INJURIES INFLICTED UPON THEM BY DEMONS. 
CHAP. LXVIII. 
AFTER ALL THAT WE HAVE ALREADY SAID CONCERNING JESUS, IT WOULD BE A USELESS REPETITION FOR US TO ANSWER THESE WORDS OF CELSUS: "IT IS EASY TO CONVICT THEM OF WORSHIPPING NOT A GOD, NOT EVEN DEMONS, BUT A DEAD PERSON." LEAVING, THEN, THIS OBJECTION FOR THE REASON ASSIGNED, LET US PASS ON TO WHAT FOLLOWS: "IN THE FIRST PLACE, I WOULD ASK WHY WE ARE NOT TO SERVE DEMONS? IS IT NOT TRUE THAT ALL THINGS ARE ORDERED ACCORDING TO GOD'S WILL, AND THAT HIS PROVIDENCE GOVERNS ALL THINGS? IS NOT EVERYTHING WHICH HAPPENS IN THE UNIVERSE, WHETHER IT BE THE WORK OF GOD, OF ANGELS, OF OTHER DEMONS, OR OF HEROES, REGULATED BY THE LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]? HAVE THESE NOT HAD ASSIGNED THEM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF WHICH THEY WERE SEVERALLY DEEMED WORTHY? IT NOT JUST, THEREFORE, THAT HE WHO WORSHIPS GOD SHOULD SERVE THOSE ALSO TO WHOM GOD HAS ASSIGNED SUCH POWER? YET IT IS IMPOSSIBLE, HE SAYS, FOR A MAN TO SERVE MANY MASTERS." OBSERVE HERE AGAIN HOW HE SETTLES AT ONCE A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS WHICH REQUIRE CONSIDERABLE RESEARCH, AND A PROFOUND ACQUAINTANCE WITH WHAT IS MOST MYSTERIOUS IN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNIVERSE. FOR WE MUST INQUIRE INTO THE MEANING OF THE STATEMENT, THAT "ALL THINGS ARE ORDERED ACCORDING TO GOD'S WILL," AND ASCERTAIN WHETHER SINS ARE OR ARE NOT INCLUDED AMONG THE THINGS WHICH GOD ORDERS. FOR IF GOD'S GOVERNMENT EXTENDS TO SINS NOT ONLY IN MEN, BUT ALSO IN DEMONS AND IN ANY OTHER SPIRITUAL BEINGS WHO ARE CAPABLE OF SIN, IT IS FOR THOSE WHO SPEAK IN THIS MANNER TO SEE HOW INCONVENIENT IS THE EXPRESSION THAT "ALL THINGS ARE ORDERED BY THE WILL OF GOD." FOR IT FOLLOWS FROM IT THAT ALL SINS AND ALL THEIR CONSEQUENCES ARE ORDERED BY THE WILL OF GOD, WHICH IS A DIFFERENT THING FROM SAYING THAT THEY COME TO PASS WITH GOD'S PERMISSION. FOR IF WE TAKE THE WORD "ORDERED" IN ITS PROPER SIGNIFICATION, AND SAY THAT "ALL THE RESULTS OF SIN WERE ORDERED," THEN IT IS EVIDENT THAT ALL THINGS ARE ORDERED ACCORDING TO GOD'S WILL, AND THAT ALL, THEREFORE, WHO DO EVIL DO NOT OFFEND AGAINST HIS GOVERNMENT. AND THE SAME DISTINCTION HOLDS IN REGARD TO "PROVIDENCE." WHEN WE SAY THAT "THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD REGULATES ALL THINGS," WE UTTER A GREAT TRUTH IF WE ATTRIBUTE TO THAT PROVIDENCE NOTHING BUT WHAT IS JUST AND RIGHT. BUT IF WE ASCRIBE TO THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER, HOWEVER UNJUST THEY RUSTY BE, THEN IT IS NO LONGER TRUE THAT THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD REGULATES ALL THINGS, UNLESS WE REFER DIRECTLY TO GOD'S PROVIDENCE THINGS WHICH FLOW AS RESULTS FROM HIS ARRANGEMENTS. CELSUS MAINTAINS ALSO, THAT "WHATEVER HAPPENS IN THE UNIVERSE, WHETHER IT BE THE WORK OF GOD, OF ANGELS, OF OTHER DEMONS, OR OF HEROES, IS REGULATED BY THE LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]." BUT THIS ALSO IS INCORRECT; FOR WE CANNOT SAY THAT TRANSGRESSORS FOLLOW THE LAW OF GOD WHEN THEY TRANSGRESS; AND SCRIPTURE DECLARES THAT IT IS NOT ONLY WICKED MEN WHO ARE TRANSGRESSORS, BUT ALSO WICKED DEMONS AND WICKED ANGELS. 
CHAP. LXIX. 
AND IT IS NOT WE ALONE WHO SPEAK OF WICKED DEMONS, BUT ALMOST ALL WHO ACKNOWLEDGE THE EXISTENCE OF DEMONS. THUS, THEN, IT IS NOT TRUE THAT ALL OBSERVE THE LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]; FOR ALL WHO FALL AWAY FROM THE DIVINE LAW, WHETHER THROUGH HEEDLESSNESS, OR THROUGH DEPRAVITY AND VICE, OR THROUGH IGNORANCE OF WHAT IS RIGHT, ALL SUCH DO NOT KEEP THE LAW OF GOD, BUT TO USE A NEW PHRASE WHICH WE FIND IN SCRIPTURE, "THE LAW OF SIN. I SAY, THEN, THAT IN THE OPINION OF MOST OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN THE EXISTENCE OF DEMONS, SOME OF THEM ARE WICKED; AND THESE, INSTEAD OF KEEPING THE LAW OF GOD, OFFEND AGAINST IT. BUT, ACCORDING TO OUR BELIEF, IT IS TRUE OF ALL DEMONS, THAT THEY WERE NOT DEMONS ORIGINALLY, BUT THEY BECAME SO IN DEPARTING FROM THE TRUE WAY; SO THAT THE NAME "DEMONS" IS GIVEN TO THOSE BEINGS WHO HAVE FALLEN AWAY FROM GOD. ACCORDINGLY, THOSE WHO WORSHIP GOD MUST NOT SERVE DEMONS. WE MAY ALSO LEARN THE TRUE NATURE OF DEMONS IF WE CONSIDER THE PRACTICE OF THOSE WHO CALL UPON THEM BY CHARMS TO PREVENT CERTAIN THINGS, OR FOR MANY OTHER PURPOSES. FOR THIS IS THE METHOD THEY ADOPT, IN ORDER BY MEANS OF INCANTATIONS AND MAGICAL ARTS TO INVOKE THE DEMONS, AND INDUCE THEM TO FURTHER THEIR WISHES. WHEREFORE, THE WORSHIP OF ALL DEMONS WOULD BE INCONSISTENT IN US WHO WORSHIP THE SUPREME GOD; AND THE SERVICE OF DEMONS IS THE SERVICE OF SO-CALLED GODS, FOR "ALL THE GODS OF THE HEATHEN ARE DEMONS.'' THE SAME THING ALSO APPEARS FROM THE FACT THAT THE DEDICATION OF THE MOST FAMOUS OF THE SO-CALLED SACRED PLACES, WHETHER TEMPLES OR STATUES, WAS ACCOMPANIED BY CURIOUS MAGICAL INCANTATIONS, WHICH WERE PERFORMED BY THOSE WHO ZEALOUSLY SERVED THE DEMONS WITH MAGICAL ARTS. HENCE, WE ARE DETERMINED TO AVOID THE WORSHIP OF DEMONS EVEN AS WE WOULD AVOID DEATH; AND WE HOLD THAT THE WORSHIP, WHICH IS SUPPOSED AMONG THE GREEKS TO BE RENDERED TO GODS AT THE ALTARS, AND IMAGES, AND TEMPLES, IS IN REALITY OFFERED TO DEMONS. 
CHAP. LXX. 
HIS NEXT REMARK WAS, "HAVE NOT THESE INFERIOR POWERS HAD ASSIGNED TO THEM BY GOD DIFFERENT DEPARTMENTS, ACCORDING AS EACH WAS DEEMED WORTHY?" BUT THIS IS A QUESTION WHICH REQUIRES A VERY PROFOUND KNOWLEDGE. FOR WE MUST DETERMINE WHETHER THE WORD OF GOD, WHO GOVERNS ALL THINGS, HAS APPOINTED WICKED DEMONS FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYMENTS, IN THE SAME WAY AS IN STATES EXECUTIONERS ARE APPOINTED, AND OTHER OFFICERS WITH CREEL BUT NEEDFUL DUTIES TO DISCHARGE; OR WHETHER AS AMONG ROBBERS, WHO INFEST DESERT PLACES, IT IS CUSTOMARY FOR THEM TO CHOOSE OUT OF THEIR NUMBER ONE WHO MAY BE THEIR LEADER,--SO THE DEMONS, WHO ARE SCATTERED AS IT WERE IN TROOPS IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE EARTH, HAVE CHOSEN FOR THEMSELVES A CHIEF UNDER WHOSE COMMAND THEY MAY PLUNDER AND PILLAGE THE SOULS OF MEN. TO EXPLAIN THIS FULLY, AND TO JUSTIFY THE CONDUCT OF THE CHRISTIANS IN REFUSING HOMAGE TO ANY OBJECT EXCEPT THE MOST HIGH GOD, AND THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION, WHO IS HIS WORD AND GOD, WE MUST QUOTE THIS FROM SCRIPTURE, "ALL THAT EVER CAME BEFORE ME ARE THIEVES AND ROBBERS: BUT THE SHEEP DID NOT HEAR THEM;" AND AGAIN, "THE THIEF COMETH NOT, BUT FOR TO STEAL, AND TO KILL, AND TO DESTROY;"' AND OTHER SIMILAR PASSAGES, AS, "BEHOLD, I HAVE GIVEN YOU AUTHORITY TO TREAD ON SERPENTS AND SCORPIONS, AND OVER ALL THE POWER. OF THE ENEMY: AND NOTHING SHALL BY ANY MEANS HURT YOU;" AND AGAIN, "THOU SHALL TREAD UPON THE LION AND ADDER: THE YOUNG LION AND THE DRAGON SHALL THOU TRAMPLE UNDER FEET." BUT OF THESE THINGS CELSUS KNEW NOTHING, OR HE WOULD NOT HAVE MADE USE OF LANGUAGE LIKE THIS: "IS NOT EVERYTHING WHICH HAPPENS IN THE UNIVERSE, WHETHER IT BE THE WORK OF GOD, OF ANGELS, OF OTHER DEMONS, OR OF HEROES, REGULATED BY THE LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]? HAVE THESE NOT HAD ASSIGNED TO THEM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF WHICH THEY WERE SEVERALLY DEEMED WORTHY? IS IT NOT JUST, THEREFORE, THAT HE WHO SERVES GOD SHOULD SERVE THOSE ALSO TO WHOM GOD HAS ASSIGNED SUCH POWER?" TO WHICH HE ADDS, "IT IS IMPOSSIBLE, THEY SAY, FOR A MAN TO SERVE MANY MASTERS." THIS LAST POINT WE MUST POSTPONE TO THE NEXT BOOK; FOR THIS, WHICH IS THE SEVENTH BOOK WHICH WE HAVE WRITTEN IN ANSWER TO THE TREATISE OF CELSUS, IS ALREADY OF SUFFICIENT LENGTH. 
ORIGEN: CONTRA CELSUM - BOOK 8
BOOK VIII.
CHAP. I. 
HAVING COMPLETED SEVEN BOOKS, I NOW PROPOSE TO BEGIN THE EIGHTH. AND MAY GOD AND HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON THE WORD BE WITH US, TO ENABLE US EFFECTIVELY TO REFUTE THE FALSEHOODS WHICH CELSUS HAS PUBLISHED UNDER THE DELUSIVE TITLE OF A TRUE DISCOURSE, AND AT THE SAME TIME TO UNFOLD THE TRUTHS OF CHRISTIANITY WITH SUCH FULNESS AS OUR PURPOSE REQUIRES. AND AS PAUL SAID, "WE ARE AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST, AS THOUGH GOD DID BESEECH YOU BY US,"' SO WOULD WE IN THE SAME SPIRIT AND LANGUAGE EARNESTLY DESIRE TO BE AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST TO MEN, EVEN AS THE WORD OF GOD BESEECHES THEM TO THE LOVE OF HIMSELF, SEEKING TO WIN OVER TO RIGHTEOUSNESS TRUTH, AND THE OTHER VIRTUES, THOSE WHO, UNTIL THEY RECEIVE THE DOCTRINES OF JESUS CHRIST, LIVE IN DARKNESS ABOUT GOD AND IN IGNORANCE OF THEIR CREATOR. AGAIN, THEN, I WOULD SAY, MAY GOD BESTOW UPON US HIS PURE AND TRUE WORD, EVEN "THE LORD STRONG AND MIGHTY IN BATTLE" AGAINST SIN. WE MUST NOW PROCEED TO STATE THE NEXT OBJECTION OF CELSUS, AND AFTERWARDS TO ANSWER IT. 
CHAP. II. 
IN A PASSAGE PREVIOUSLY QUOTED CELSUS ASKS US WHY WE DO NOT WORSHIP DEMONS, AND TO HIS REMARKS ON DEMONS WE GAVE SUCH AN ANSWER AS SEEMED TO US IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DIVINE WORD. AFTER HAVING PUT THIS QUESTION FOR THE PURPOSE OF LEADING US TO THE WORSHIP OF DEMONS, HE REPRESENTS US AS ANSWERING THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SERVE MANY MASTERS. "THIS," HE GOES ON TO SAY, "IS THE LANGUAGE OF SEDITION, AND IS ONLY USED BY THOSE WHO SEPARATE THEMSELVES AND STAND ALOOF FROM ALL HUMAN SOCIETY. THOSE WHO SPEAK IN THIS WAY ASCRIBE," AS HE SUPPOSES, "THEIR OWN FEELINGS AND PASSIONS TO GOD. IT DOES HOLD TRUE AMONG MEN, THAT HE WHO IS IN THE SERVICE OF ONE MASTER CANNOT WELL SERVE ANOTHER, BECAUSE THE SERVICE WHICH HE RENDERS TO THE ONE INTERFERES WITH THAT WHICH HE OWES TO THE OTHER; AND NO ONE, THEREFORE, WHO HAS ALREADY ENGAGED HIMSELF TO THE SERVICE OF ONE, MUST ACCEPT THAT OF ANOTHER. AND, IN LIKE MANNER, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SERVE AT THE SAME TIME HEROES OR DEMONS OF DIFFERENT NATURES. BUT IN REGARD TO GOD, WHO IS SUBJECT TO NO SUFFERING OR LOSS, IT IS," HE THINKS, "ABSURD TO BE ON OUR GUARD AGAINST SERVING MORE GODS, AS THOUGH WE HAD TO DO WITH DEMI-GODS, OR OTHER SPIRITS OF THAT SORT." HE SAYS ALSO, "HE WHO SERVES MANY GODS DOES THAT WHICH IS PLEASING TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], BECAUSE HE HONORS THAT WHICH BELONGS TO HIM." AND HE ADDS, "IT IS INDEED WRONG TO GIVE HONOR TO ANY TO WHOM GOD HAS NOT GIVEN HONOR." "WHEREFORE," HE SAYS, "IN HONORING AND WORSHIPPING ALL BELONGING TO GOD, WE WILL NOT DISPLEASE HIM TO WHOM THEY ALL BELONG." 
CHAP. III. 
BEFORE PROCEEDING TO THE NEXT POINT, IT MAY BE WELL FOR US TO SEE WHETHER WE DO NOT ACCEPT WITH APPROVAL THE SAYING, "NO MAN CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS," WITH THE ADDITION, "FOR EITHER HE WILL HATE THE ONE, AND LOVE THE OTHER; OR ELSE HE WILL HOLD TO THE ONE, AND DESPISE THE OTHER," AND FURTHER, "YE CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON [MONEY]." THE DEFENSE OF THIS PASSAGE WILL LEAD US TO A DEEPER AND MORE SEARCHING INQUIRY INTO THE MEANING AND APPLICATION OF THE WORDS "GODS" AND "LORDS." DIVINE SCRIPTURE TEACHES US THAT THERE IS "A GREAT LORD ABOVE ALL GODS." AND BY THIS NAME "GODS" WE ARE NOT TO UNDERSTAND THE OBJECTS OF HEATHEN WORSHIP (FOR WE KNOW THAT "ALL THE GODS OF THE HEATHEN ARE DEMONS"), BUT THE GODS MENTIONED BY THE PROPHETS AS FORMING AN ASSEMBLY, WHOM GOD "JUDGES," AND TO EACH OF WHOM HE ASSIGNS HIS PROPER WORK. FOR "GOD STANDETH IN THE ASSEMBLY OF THE GODS: HE JUDGETH AMONG THE GODS." FOR "GOD IS LORD OF GODS," WHO BY HIS SON "HATH CALLED THE EARTH FROM THE RISING OF THE SUN UNTO THE GOING DOWN THEREOF." WE ARE ALSO COMMANDED TO "GIVE THANKS TO THE GOD OF GODS." MOREOVER, WE ARE TAUGHT THAT "GOD IS NOT THE GOD OF THE DEAD, BUT OF THE LIVING." NOR ARE THESE THE ONLY PASSAGES TO THIS EFFECT; BUT THERE ARE VERY MANY OTHERS. 
CHAP. IV. 
THE SACRED SCRIPTURES TEACH US TO THINK, IN LIKE MANNER, OF THE LORD OF LORDS. FOR THEY SAY IN ONE PLACE, "GIVE THANKS TO THE GOD OF GODS, FOR HIS MERCY ENDURETH FOR EVER. GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD OF LORDS, FOR HIS MERCY ENDURETH FOR EVER;" AND IN ANOTHER, "GOD IS KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." FOR SCRIPTURE DISTINGUISHES BETWEEN THOSE GODS WHICH ARE SUCH ONLY IN NAME AND THOSE WHICH ARE TRULY GODS, WHETHER THEY ARE CALLED BY THAT NAME OR NOT; AND THE SAME IS TRUE IN REGARD TO THE USE OF THE WORD "LORDS." TO THIS EFFECT PAUL SAYS, "FOR THOUGH THERE BE THAT ARE CALLED GODS, WHETHER IN HEAVEN OR IN EARTH, AS THERE ARE GODS MANY, AND LORDS MANY." BUT AS THE GOD OF GODS CALLS WHOM HE PLEASES THROUGH JESUS TO HIS INHERITANCE, "FROM THE EAST AND FROM THE WEST," AND THE CHRIST OF GOD THUS SHOWS HIS SUPERIORITY TO ALL RULERS BY ENTERING INTO THEIR SEVERAL PROVINCES, AND SUMMONING MEN OUT OF THEM TO BE SUBJECT TO HIMSELF, PAUL THEREFORE, WITH THIS IN VIEW, GOES ON TO SAY, "BUT TO US THERE IS BUT ONE GOD, THE FATHER, OF WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, AND ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, AND WE BY HIM;" ADDING, AS IF WITH A DEEP SENSE OF THE MARVELOUS AND MYSTERIOUS NATURE OF THE DOCTRINE, "HOWBEIT THERE IS NOT IN EVERY MAN THAT KNOWLEDGE." WHEN HE SAYS, "TO US THERE IS BUT ONE GOD, THE FATHER, OF WHOM ARE ALL THINGS; AND ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOM ARE ALL THINGS," BY "US" HE MEANS HIMSELF AND ALL THOSE WHO HAVE RISEN UP TO THE SUPREME GOD OF GODS AND TO THE SUPREME LORD OF LORDS. NOW HE HAS RISEN TO THE SUPREME GOD WHO GIVES HIM AN ENTIRE AND UNDIVIDED WORSHIP THROUGH HIS SON--THE WORD AND WISDOM OF GOD MADE MANIFEST IN JESUS. FOR IT IS THE SON ALONE WHO LEADS TO GOD THOSE WHO ARE STRIVING, BY THE PURITY OF THEIR THOUGHTS, WORDS, AND DEEDS, TO COME NEAR TO GOD THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE. I THINK, THEREFORE, THAT THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD, WHO "TRANSFORMS HIMSELF INTO AN ANGEL OF LIGHT," S WAS REFERRING TO THIS AND SUCH LIKE STATEMENTS IN THE WORDS, "HIM FOLLOWS A HOST OF GODS AND DEMONS, ARRANGED IN ELEVEN BANDS." SPEAKING OF HIMSELF AND THE PHILOSOPHERS, HE SAYS, "WE ARE OF THE PARTY OF JUPITER; OTHERS BELONG TO OTHER DEMONS." 
CHAP. V. 
WHILST THERE ARE THUS MANY GODS AND LORDS, WHEREOF SOME ARE SUCH IN REALITY, AND OTHERS ARE SUCH ONLY IN NAME, WE STRIVE TO RISE NOT ONLY ABOVE THOSE WHOM THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH WORSHIP AS GODS, BUT ALSO BEYOND THOSE SPOKEN OF AS GODS IN SCRIPTURE, OF WHOM THEY ARE WHOLLY IGNORANT WHO ARE STRANGERS TO THE COVENANTS OF GOD GIVEN BY MOSES AND BY OUR SAVIOUR JESUS, AND WHO HAVE NO PART IN THE PROMISES WHICH HE HAS MADE TO US THROUGH THEM. THAT MAN RISES ABOVE ALL DEMON-WORSHIP WHO DOES NOTHING THAT IS PLEASING TO DEMONS; AND HE RISES TO A BLESSEDNESS BEYOND THAT OF THOSE WHOM PAUL CALLS "GODS," IF HE IS ENABLED, LIKE THEM, OR IN ANY WAY HE MAY, "TO LOOK NOT AT THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN, BUT AT THE THINGS WHICH ARE UNSEEN." AND HE WHO CONSIDERS THAT" THE EARNEST EXPECTATION OF THE CREATURE WAITETH FOR THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SONS OF GOD, NOT WILLINGLY, BUT BY REASON OF HIM WHO SUBJECTED THE SAME IN HOPE," WHILST HE PRAISES THE CREATURE, AND SEES HOW "IT SHALL BE FREED ALTOGETHER FROM THE BONDAGE OF CORRUPTION, AND RESTORED TO THE GLORIOUS LIBERTY OF THE CHILDREN OF GOD," SUCH A ONE CANNOT BE INDUCED TO COMBINE WITH THE SERVICE OF GOD THE SERVICE OF ANY OTHER, OR TO SERVE TWO MASTERS. THERE IS THEREFORE NOTHING SEDITIOUS OR FACTIOUS IN THE LANGUAGE OF THOSE WHO HOLD THESE VIEWS, AND WHO REFUSE TO SERVE MORE MASTERS THAN ONE. TO THEM JESUS CHRIST IS AN ALL-SUFFICIENT LORD, WHO HIMSELF INSTRUCTS THEM, IN ORDER THAT WHEN FULLY INSTRUCTED HE MAY FORM THEM INTO A KINGDOM WORTHY OF GOD, AND PRESENT THEM TO GOD THE FATHER. BUT INDEED THEY DO IN A SENSE SEPARATE THEMSELVES AND STAND ALOOF FROM THOSE WHO ARE ALIENS FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OF GOD AND STRANGERS TO HIS COVENANTS, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY LIVE AS CITIZENS OF HEAVEN, "COMING TO THE LIVING GOD, AND TO THE CITY OF GOD, THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM, AND TO AN INNUMERABLE COMPANY OF ANGELS, TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND CHURCH OF THE FIRST-BORN, WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN." 
CHAP. VI. 
BUT WHEN WE REFUSE TO SERVE ANY OTHER THAN GOD THROUGH HIS WORD AND WISDOM, WE DO SO, NOT AS THOUGH WE WOULD THEREBY BE DOING ANY HARM OR INJURY TO GOD, IN THE SAME WAY AS INJURY WOULD BE DONE TO A MAN BY HIS SERVANT ENTERING INTO THE SERVICE OF ANOTHER, BUT WE FEAR THAT WE OURSELVES SHOULD SUFFER HARM BY DEPRIVING OURSELVES OF OUR PORTION IN GOD, THROUGH WHICH WE LIVE IN THE PARTICIPATION OF THE DIVINE BLESSEDNESS, AND ARE IMBUED WITH THAT EXCELLENT SPIRIT OF ADOPTION WHICH IN THE SONS OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER CRIES, NOT WITH WORDS, BUT WITH DEEP EFFECT IN THE INMOST HEART, "ABBA, FATHER." THE LACEDAEMONIAN AMBASSADORS, WHEN BROUGHT BEFORE THE KING OF PERSIA, REFUSED TO PROSTRATE THEMSELVES BEFORE HIM, WHEN THE ATTENDANTS ENDEAVORED TO COMPEL THEM TO DO SO, OUT OF RESPECT FOR THAT WHICH ALONE HAD AUTHORITY AND LORDSHIP OVER THEM, NAMELY, THE LAW OF LYCURGUS. BUT THEY WHO HAVE A MUCH GREATER AND DIVINER EMBASSY IN "BEING AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST" SHOULD NOT WORSHIP ANY RULER AMONG PERSIANS, OR GREEKS OR EGYPTIANS, OR OF ANY NATION WHATEVER, EVEN ALTHOUGH THEIR OFFICERS AND MINISTERS, DEMONS AND ANGELS OF THE DEVIL, SHOULD SEEK TO COMPEL THEM TO DO SO, AND SHOULD URGE THEM TO SET AT NAUGHT A LAW WHICH IS MIGHTIER THAN ALL THE LAWS UPON EARTH. FOR THE LORD OF THOSE WHO ARE "AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST" IS CHRIST HIMSELF, WHOSE AMBASSADORS THEY ARE, AND WHO IS "THE WORD, WHO WAS IN THE BEGINNING, WAS WITH GOD, AND WAS GOD." 
CHAP. VII. 
BUT WHEN CELSUS SPEAKS OF HEROES AND DEMONS, HE STARTS A DEEPER QUESTION THAN HE IS AWARE OF. FOR AFTER THE STATEMENT WHICH HE MADE IN REGARD TO SERVICE AMONG MEN, THAT" THE FIRST MASTER IS INJURED WHEN ANY OF HIS SERVANTS WISHES AT THE SAME TIME TO SERVE ANOTHER," HE ADDS, THAT "THE SAME HOLDS TRUE OF HEROES, AND OTHER DEMONS OF THAT KIND." NOW WE MUST INQUIRE OF HIM WHAT NATURE HE THINKS THOSE HEROES AND DEMONS POSSESS OF WHOM HE AFFIRMS THAT HE WHO SERVES ONE HERO MAY NOT SERVE ANOTHER, AND HE WHO SERVES ONE DEMON MAY NOT SERVE ANOTHER, AS THOUGH THE FORMER HERO OR DEMON WOULD BE INJURED IN THE SAME WAY AS MEN ARE INJURED WHEN THEY WHO SERVE THEM FIRST AFTERWARDS GIVE THEMSELVES TO THE SERVICE OF OTHERS. LET HIM ALSO STATE WHAT LOSS HE SUPPOSES THOSE HEROES OR DEMONS WILL SUFFER. FOR HE WILL BE DRIVEN EITHER TO PLUNGE INTO ENDLESS ABSURDITIES, AND FIRST REPEAT, THEN RETRACT HIS PREVIOUS STATEMENTS; OR ELSE TO ABANDON HIS FRIVOLOUS CONJECTURES, AND CONFESS THAT HE UNDERSTANDS NOTHING OF THE NATURE OF HEROES AND DEMONS. AND IN REGARD TO HIS STATEMENT, THAT MEN SUFFER INJURY WHEN THE SERVANT OF ONE MAN ENTERS THE SERVICE OF A SECOND MASTER, THE QUESTION ARISES: "WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THE INJURY WHICH IS DONE TO THE FORMER MASTER BY A SERVANT WHO, WHILE SERVING HIM, WISHES AT THE SAME TIME TO SERVE ANOTHER?" 
CHAP. VIII. 
FOR IF HE ANSWERS, AS ONE WHO IS UNLEARNED AND IGNORANT OF PHILOSOPHY, THAT THE INJURY SUSTAINED IS ONE WHICH REGARDS THINGS THAT ARE OUTSIDE OF US, IT WILL BE PLAINLY MANIFEST THAT HE KNOWS NOTHING OF THAT FAMOUS SAYING OF SOCRATES, "ANYTUS AND MELITUS MAY KILL ME, BUT THEY CANNOT INJURE ME; FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE BETTER SHOULD EVER BE INJURED BY THE WORSE." BUT IF BY INJURY HE MEANS A WICKED IMPULSE OR AN EVIL HABIT, IT IS PLAIN THAT NO INJURY OF THIS KIND WOULD BEFALL THE WISE, BY ONE MAN SERVING TWO WISE MEN IN DIFFERENT PLACES. IF THIS SENSE DOES NOT SUIT HIS PURPOSE, IT IS EVIDENT THAT HIS ENDEAVORS ARE VAIN TO WEAKEN THE AUTHORITY OF THE PASSAGE, "NO MAN CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS;" FOR THESE WORDS CAN BE PERFECTLY TRUE ONLY WHEN THEY REFER TO THE SERVICE WHICH WE RENDER TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] THROUGH HIS SON, WHO LEADETH US TO GOD. AND WE WILL NOT SERVE GOD AS THOUGH HE STOOD IN NEED OF OUR SERVICE, OR AS THOUGH HE WOULD BE MADE UNHAPPY IF WE CEASED TO SERVE HIM; BUT WE DO IT BECAUSE WE ARE OURSELVES BENEFITED BY THE SERVICE OF GOD, AND BECAUSE WE ARE FREED FROM GRIEFS AND TROUBLES BY SERVING THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] THROUGH HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, THE WORD AND WISDOM. 
CHAP. IX. 
AND OBSERVE THE RECKLESSNESS OF THAT EXPRESSION, "FOR IF THOU WORSHIP ANY OTHER OF THE THINGS IN THE UNIVERSE," AS THOUGH HE WOULD HAVE US BELIEVE THAT WE ARE LED BY OUR SERVICE OF GOD TO THE WORSHIP OF ANY OTHER THINGS WHICH BELONG TO GOD, WITHOUT ANY INJURY TO OURSELVES. BUT, AS IF FEELING HIS ERROR, HE CORRECTS THE WORDS, "IF THOU WORSHIP ANY OTHER OF THE THINGS IN THE UNIVERSE," BY ADDING, "WE MAY HONOUR NONE, HOWEVER, EXCEPT THOSE TO WHOM THAT RIGHT HAS BEEN GIVEN BY GOD." AND WE WOULD PUT TO CELSUS THIS QUESTION IN REGARD TO THOSE WHO ARE HONOURED AS GODS, AS DEMONS, OR AS HEROES: "NOW, SIR, CAN YOU PROVE THAT THE RIGHT TO BE HONOURED HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THESE BY GOD, AND THAT IT HAS NOT ARISEN FROM THE IGNORANCE AND FOLLY OF MEN WHO IN THEIR WANDERINGS HAVE FALLEN AWAY FROM HIM TO WHOM ALONE WORSHIP AND SERVICE ARE PROPERLY DUE? YOU SAID A LITTLE AGO, O CELSUS, THAT ANTINOUS, THE FAVOURITE OF ADRIAN, IS HONOURED; BUT SURELY YOU WILL NOT SAY THAT THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPPED AS A GOD WAS GIVEN TO HIM BY THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE? AND SO, OF THE OTHERS, WE ASK PROOF THAT THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPPED WAS GIVEN TO THEM BY THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]." BUT IF THE SAME QUESTION IS PUT TO US IN REGARD TO THE WORSHIP OF JESUS, WE WILL SHOW THAT THE RIGHT TO BE HONOURED WAS GIVEN TO HIM BY GOD, "THAT ALL MAY HONOUR THE SON, EVEN AS THEY HONOUR THE FATHER." FOR ALL THE PROPHECIES WHICH PRECEDED HIS BIRTH WERE PREPARATIONS FOR HIS WORSHIP. AND THE WONDERS WHICH HE WROUGHT, THROUGH NO [FORBIDDEN] MAGICAL ART, AS CELSUS SUPPOSES, BUT BY A DIVINE POWER [PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL ART], WHICH WAS FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS--HAVE SERVED AS A TESTIMONY FROM GOD IN BEHALF OF THE WORSHIP OF CHRIST. HE WHO HONOURS THE SON, WHO IS THE WORD AND REASON, ACTS IN NOWISE CONTRARY TO REASON, AND GAINS FOR HIMSELF GREAT GOOD; HE WHO HONOURS HIM, WHO IS THE TRUTH, BECOMES BETTER BY HONOURING TRUTH: AND THIS WE MAY SAY OF HONOURING WISDOM, RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ALL THE OTHER NAMES BY WHICH THE SACRED SCRIPTURES ARE WANT TO DESIGNATE THE SON OF GOD. 
CHAP. X. 
BUT THAT THE HONOUR WHICH WE PAY TO THE SON OF GOD, AS WELL AS THAT WHICH WE RENDER TO GOD THE FATHER, CONSISTS OF AN UPRIGHT COURSE OF LIFE, IS PLAINLY TAUGHT US BY THE PASSAGE, "THOU THAT MAKEST THY BOAST OF THE LAW, THROUGH BREAKING THE LAW DISHONOUREST THOU GOD?" AND ALSO, "OF HOW MUCH SORER PUNISHMENT, SUPPOSE YE, SHALL HE BE THOUGHT WORTHY, WHO HATH TRODDEN UNDER FOOT THE SON OF GOD, AND HATH COUNTED THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT, WHEREWITH HE WAS SANCTIFIED, AN UNHOLY THING, AND HATH DONE DESPITE UNTO THE SPIRIT OF GRACE?" FOR IF HE WHO TRANSGRESSES THE LAW DISHONOURS GOD BY HIS TRANSGRESSION, AND HE WHO TREADS UNDER FOOT THE WORD TREADS UNDER FOOT THE SON OF GOD, IT IS EVIDENT THAT HE WHO KEEPS THE LAW HONOURS GOD, AND THAT THE WORSHIPPER OF GOD IS HE WHOSE LIFE IS REGULATED BY THE PRINCIPLES AND PRECEPTS OF THE DIVINE WORD. HAD CELSUS KNOWN WHO THEY ARE WHO ARE GOD'S PEOPLE, AND THAT THEY ALONE ARE WISE,--AND WHO THEY ARE WHO ARE STRANGERS TO GOD, AND THAT THESE ARE ALL THE WICKED WHO HAVE NO DESIRE TO GIVE THEMSELVES TO VIRTUE, HE WOULD HAVE CONSIDERED BEFORE HE GAVE EXPRESSION TO THE WORDS, "HOW CAN HE WHO HONOURS ANY OF THOSE WHOM GOD ACKNOWLEDGES AS HIS OWN BE DISPLEASING TO GOD, TO WHOM THEY ALL BELONG?" 
CHAP. XI. 
HE ADDS, "AND INDEED HE WHO, WHEN SPEAKING OF GOD, ASSERTS THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE WHO MAY BE CALLED LORD, SPEAKS IMPIOUSLY, FOR HE DIVIDES THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND RAISES A SEDITION THEREIN, IMPLYING THAT THERE ARE SEPARATE FACTIONS IN THE DIVINE KINGDOM, AND THAT THERE EXISTS ONE WHO IS HIS ENEMY." HE MIGHT SPEAK AFTER THIS FASHION, IF HE COULD PROVE BY CONCLUSIVE ARGUMENTS THAT THOSE WHO ARE WORSHIPPED AS GODS BY THE HEATHENS ARE TRULY GODS, AND NOT MERELY EVIL SPIRITS, WHICH ARE SUPPOSED TO HAUNT STATUES AND TEMPLES AND ALTARS. BUT WE DESIRE NOT ONLY TO UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF THAT DIVINE KINGDOM OF WHICH WE ARE CONTINUALLY SPEAKING AND WRITING, BUT ALSO OURSELVES TO BE OF THOSE WHO ARE UNDER THE RULE OF GOD ALONE, SO THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD MAY BE OURS. CELSUS, HOWEVER, WHO TEACHES US TO WORSHIP MANY GODS, OUGHT IN CONSISTENCY NOT TO SPEAK OF "THE KINGDOM OF GOD," BUT OF "THE KINGDOM OF THE GODS." THERE ARE THEREFORE NO FACTIONS IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD, NOR IS THERE ANY GOD WHO IS AN ADVERSARY TO HIM, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE SOME WHO, LIKE THE GIANTS AND TITANS, IN THEIR WICKEDNESS WISH TO CONTEND WITH GOD IN COMPANY WITH CELSUS, AND THOSE WHO DECLARE WAR AGAINST HIM WHO HAS BY INNUMERABLE PROOFS ESTABLISHED THE CLAIMS OF JESUS, AND AGAINST HIM WHO, AS THE WORD, DID, FOR THE SALVATION OF OUR RACE, SHOW HIMSELF BEFORE ALL THE WORLD IN SUCH A FORM AS EACH WAS ABLE TO RECEIVE HIM. 
CHAP. XII. 
IN WHAT FOLLOWS. SOME MAY IMAGINE THAT HE SAYS SOMETHING PLAUSIBLE AGAINST US. "IF," SAYS HE, "THESE PEOPLE WORSHIPPED ONE GOD ALONE, AND NO OTHER, THEY WOULD PERHAPS HAVE SOME VALID ARGUMENT AGAINST THE WORSHIP OF OTHERS. BUT THEY PAY EXCESSIVE REVERENCE TO ONE WHO HAS BUT LATELY APPEARED AMONG MEN, AND THEY THINK IT NO OFFENCE AGAINST GOD IF THEY WORSHIP ALSO HIS SERVANT." TO THIS WE REPLY, THAT IF CELSUS HAD KNOWN THAT SAYING," I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE," AND THE WORDS USED IN PRAYER BY THE SON OF GOD, "AS THOU AND I ARE ONE, HE WOULD NOT HAVE SUPPOSED THAT WE WORSHIP ANY OTHER BESIDES HIM WHO IS THE SUPREME GOD. "FOR," SAYS HE, "MY FATHER IS IN ME, AND I IN HIM." AND IF ANY SHOULD FROM THESE WORDS BE AFRAID OF OUR GOING OVER TO THE SIDE OF THOSE WHO DENY THAT THE FATHER AND THE SON ARE TWO PERSONS, LET HIM WEIGH THAT PASSAGE, "AND THE MULTITUDE OF THEM THAT BELIEVED WERE OF ONE HEART AND OF ONE SOUL," THAT HE MAY UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF THE SAYING, "I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE." WE WORSHIP ONE GOD, THE FATHER AND THE SON, THEREFORE, AS WE HAVE EXPLAINED; AND OUR ARGUMENT AGAINST THE WORSHIP OF OTHER GODS STILL CONTINUES VALID. AND WE DO NOT "REVERENCE BEYOND MEASURE ONE WHO HAS BUT LATELY APPEARED," AS THOUGH HE DID NOT EXIST BEFORE; FOR WE BELIEVE HIMSELF WHEN HE SAYS, "BEFORE ABRAHAM WAS, I AM." AGAIN, HE SAYS, "I AM THE TRUTH;" AND SURELY NONE OF US IS SO SIMPLE AS TO SUPPOSE THAT TRUTH DID NOT EXIST BEFORE THE TIME WHEN CHRIST APPEARED. WE WORSHIP, THEREFORE, THE FATHER OF TRUTH, AND THE SON, WHO IS THE TRUTH; AND THESE, WHILE THEY ARE TWO, CONSIDERED AS PERSONS OR SUBSISTENCE’S, ARE ONE IN UNITY OF THOUGHT, IN HARMONY AND IN IDENTITY OF WILL. SO ENTIRELY ARE THEY ONE, THAT HE WHO HAS SEEN THE SON, "WHO IS THE BRIGHTNESS OF GOD'S GLORY, AND THE EXPRESS IMAGE OF HIS PERSON,"' HAS SEEN IN HIM WHO IS THE IMAGE, OF GOD, GOD HIMSELF. 
CHAP. XIII. 
HE FURTHER SUPPOSES, THAT "BECAUSE WE JOIN ALONG WITH THE WORSHIP OF GOD THE WORSHIP OF HIS SON, IT FOLLOWS THAT, IN OUR VIEW, NOT ONLY GOD, BUT ALSO THE SERVANTS OF GOD, ARE TO BE WORSHIPPED." IF HE HAD MEANT THIS TO APPLY TO THOSE WHO ARE TRULY THE SERVANTS OF GOD, AFTER HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON,--TO GABRIEL AND MICHAEL, AND THE OTHER ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS, AND IF HE HAD SAID OF THESE THAT THEY OUGHT TO BE WORSHIPPED,--IF ALSO HE HAD CLEARLY DEFINED THE MEANING OF THE WORD "WORSHIP," AND THE DUTIES OF THE WORSHIPPERS,--WE MIGHT PERHAPS HAVE BROUGHT FORWARD SUCH THOUGHTS AS HAVE OCCURRED TO US ON SO IMPORTANT A SUBJECT. BUT AS HE RECKONS AMONG THE SERVANTS OF GOD THE DEMONS WHICH ARE WORSHIPPED BY THE HEATHEN, HE CANNOT INDUCE US, ON THE PLEA OF CONSISTENCY, TO WORSHIP SUCH AS ARE DECLARED BY THE WORD TO BE SERVANTS OF THE EVIL ONE, THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD, WHO LEADS ASTRAY FROM GOD AS MANY AS HE CAN. WE DECLINE, THEREFORE, ALTOGETHER TO WORSHIP AND SERVE THOSE WHOM OTHER MEN WORSHIP, FOR THE REASON THAT THEY ARE NOT SERVANTS OF GOD. FOR IF WE HAD BEEN TAUGHT TO REGARD THEM AS SERVANTS OF THE MOST-HIGH JEHOVAH], WE WOULD NOT HAVE CALLED THEM DEMONS. ACCORDINGLY, WE WORSHIP WITH ALL OUR POWER THE ONE GOD, AND HIS ONLY SON, THE WORD AND THE IMAGE OF GOD, BY PRAYERS AND SUPPLICATIONS; AND WE OFFER OUR PETITIONS TO THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE THROUGH HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON. TO THE SON WE FIRST PRESENT THEM, AND BESEECH HIM, AS "THE PROPITIATION FOR OUR SINS," AND OUR HIGH PRIEST, TO OFFER OUR DESIRES, AND SACRIFICES, AND PRAYERS, TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. OUR FAITH, THEREFORE, IS DIRECTED TO GOD THROUGH HIS SON, WHO STRENGTHENS IT IN US; ANTI CELSUS CAN NEVER SHOW THAT THE SON OF GOD IS THE CAUSE OF ANY SEDITION OR DISLOYALTY IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD. WE HONOUR THE FATHER WHEN WE ADMIRE HIS SON, THE WORD, AND WISDOM, AND TRUTH, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ALL THAT HE WHO IS THE SON OF SO GREAT A FATHER IS SAID IN SCRIPTURE TO BE. SO MUCH ON THIS POINT. 
CHAP. XIV. 
AGAIN, CELSUS PROCEEDS: "IF YOU SHOULD TELL THEM THAT JESUS IS NOT THE SON OF GOD, BUT THAT, GOD IS THE FATHER OF ALL, AND THAT HE ALONE: OUGHT TO BE TRULY WORSHIPPED, THEY WOULD NOT CONSENT TO DISCONTINUE THEIR WORSHIP OF HIM WHO IS THEIR LEADER IN THE SEDITION. AND THEY CALL HIM SON OF GOD, NOT OUT OF ANY EXTREME REVERENCE FOR GOD, BUT FROM AN EXTREME DESIRE TO EXTOL JESUS CHRIST." WE, HOWEVER, HAVE LEARNED WHO THE SON OF GOD IS, AND KNOW THAT HE IS "THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS GLORY, AND THE EXPRESS IMAGE OF HIS PERSON," AND "THE BREATH OF THE POWER OF GOD, AND A PURE INFLUENCE FLOWING FROM THE GLORY OF THE ALMIGHTY;" MOREOVER, "THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE EVERLASTING LIGHT, THE UNSPOTTED MIRROR OF THE POWER OF GOD, AND THE IMAGE OF HIS GOODNESS." WE KNOW, THEREFORE, THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD, AND THAT GOD IS HIS FATHER. AND THERE IS NOTHING EXTRAVAGANT OR UNBECOMING THE CHARACTER OF GOD IN THE DOCTRINE THAT HE SHOULD HAVE BEGOTTEN SUCH AN ONLY SON; AND NO ONE WILL PERSUADE US THAT SUCH A ONE IS NOT A SON OF THE UNBEGOTTEN GOD AND FATHER. IF CELSUS HAS HEARD SOMETHING OF CERTAIN PERSONS HOLDING THAT THE SON OF GOD IS NOT THE SON OF THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE, THAT IS A MATTER WHICH LIES BETWEEN HIM AND THE SUPPORTERS OF SUCH AN OPINION. JESUS IS, THEN, NOT THE LEADER OF ANY SEDITIOUS MOVEMENT, BUT THE PROMOTER OF PEACE. FOR HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, "PEACE I LEAVE WITH YOU, MY PEACE I GIVE UNTO YOU;" AND AS HE KNEW THAT IT WOULD BE MEN OF THE WORLD, AND NOT MEN OF GOD, WHO WOULD WAGE WAR AGAINST US, HE ADDED, "NOT AS THE WORLD GIVETH PEACE, DO I GIVE PEACE UNTO YOU." AND EVEN ALTHOUGH WE ARE OPPRESSED IN THE WORLD, WE HAVE CONFIDENCE IN HIM WHO SAID, "IN THE WORLD YE SHALL HAVE TRIBULATION; BUT BE OF GOOD CHEER, I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD." AND IT IS HE WHOM WE CALL SON OF GOD--SON OF THAT GOD, NAMELY, WHOM, TO QUOTE THE WORDS OF CELSUS, "WE MOST HIGHLY REVERENCE;" AND HE IS THE SON WHO HAS BEEN MOST HIGHLY EXALTED BY THE FATHER. GRANT THAT THERE MAY BE SOME INDIVIDUALS AMONG THE MULTITUDES OF BELIEVERS WHO ARE NOT IN ENTIRE AGREEMENT WITH US, AND WHO INCAUTIOUSLY ASSERT THAT THE SAVIOUR IS THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]; HOWEVER, WE DO NOT HOLD WITH THEM, BUT RATHER BELIEVE HIM WHEN HE SAYS, "THE FATHER WHO SENT ME IS GREATER THAN I." WE WOULD NOT THEREFORE MAKE HIM WHOM WE CALL FATHER INFERIOR--AS CELSUS ACCUSES US OF DOING--TO THE SON OF GOD. 
CHAP. XV. 
CELSUS GOES ON TO SAY: "THAT I MAY GIVE A TRUE REPRESENTATION OF THEIR FAITH, I WILL USE THEIR OWN WORDS, AS GIVEN IN WHAT IS CALLED A HEAVENLY DIALOGUE: 'IF THE SON IS MIGHTIER THAN GOD, AND THE SON OF MAN IS LORD OVER HIM, WHO ELSE THAN THE SON CAN BE LORD OVER THAT GOD WHO IS THE RULER OVER ALL THINGS? HOW COMES IT, THAT WHILE SO MANY GO ABOUT THE WELL, NO ONE GOES DOWN INTO IT? WHY ART THOU AFRAID WHEN THOU HAST GONE SO FAR ON THE WAY? ANSWER: THOU ART MISTAKEN, FOR I LACK NEITHER COURAGE NOR WEAPONS.' IS IT NOT EVIDENT, THEN, THAT THEIR VIEWS ARE PRECISELY SUCH AS I HAVE DESCRIBED THEM TO BE? THEY SUPPOSE THAT ANOTHER GOD, WHO IS ABOVE THE HEAVENS, IS THE FATHER OF HIM WHOM WITH ONE ACCORD THEY HONOUR, THAT THEY MAY HONOUR THIS SON OF MAN ALONE, WHOM THEY EXALT UNDER THE FORM AND NAME OF THE GREAT GOD, AND WHOM THEY ASSERT TO BE STRONGER THAN GOD, WHO RULES THE WORLD, AND THAT HE RULES OVER HIM. AND HENCE THAT MAXIM OF THEIRS, 'IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SERVE TWO MASTERS,' IS MAINTAINED FOR THE PURPOSE OF KEEPING UP THE PARTY WHO ARE ON THE SIDE OF THIS LORD." HERE, AGAIN, CELSUS QUOTES OPINIONS FROM SOME MOST OBSCURE SECT OF HERETICS, AND ASCRIBES THEM TO ALL CHRISTIANS. I CALL IT "A MOST OBSCURE SECT;" FOR ALTHOUGH WE HAVE OFTEN CONTENDED WITH HERETICS, YET WE ARE UNABLE TO DISCOVER FROM WHAT SET OF OPINIONS HE HAS TAKEN THIS PASSAGE, IF INDEED HE HAS QUOTED IT FROM ANY AUTHOR, AND HAS NOT RATHER CONCOCTED IT HIMSELF, OR ADDED IT AS AN INFERENCE OF HIS OWN. FOR WE WHO SAY THAT THE VISIBLE WORLD IS UNDER THE GOVERNMENT TO HIM WHO CREATED ALL THINGS, DO THEREBY DECLARE THAT THE SON IS NOT MIGHTIER THAN THE FATHER, BUT INFERIOR TO HIM. AND THIS BELIEF WE GROUND ON THE SAYING OF JESUS HIMSELF, "THE FATHER WHO SENT ME IS GREATER THAN I." AND NONE OF US IS SO INSANE AS TO AFFIRM THAT THE SON OF MAN IS LORD OVER GOD. BUT WHEN WE REGARD THE SAVIOUR AS GOD THE WORD, AND WISDOM, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND TRUTH, WE CERTAINLY DO SAY THAT HE HAS DOMINION OVER ALL THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO HIM IN THIS CAPACITY, BUT NOT THAT HIS DOMINION EXTENDS OVER THE GOD AND FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO IS RULER OVER ALL. BESIDES, AS THE WORD RULES OVER NONE AGAINST THEIR WILL, THERE ARE STILL WICKED BEINGS--NOT ONLY MEN, BUT ALSO ANGELS, AND ALL DEMONS--OVER WHOM WE SAY THAT IN A SENSE HE DOES NOT RULE, SINCE THEY DO NOT YIELD HIM A WILLING OBEDIENCE; BUT, IN ANOTHER SENSE OF THE WORD, HE RULES EVEN OVER THEM, IN THE SAME WAY AS WE SAY THAT MAN RULES OVER THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS,--NOT BY PERSUASION, BUT AS ONE WHO TAMES AND SUBDUES LIONS AND BEASTS OF BURDEN. NEVERTHELESS, HE LEAVES NO MEANS UNTRIED TO PERSUADE EVEN THOSE WHO ARE STILL DISOBEDIENT TO SUBMIT TO HIS AUTHORITY. SO FAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED, THEREFORE, WE DENY THE TRUTH OF THAT WHICH CELSUS QUOTES AS ONE OF OUR SAYINGS, "WHO ELSE THAN HE CAN BE LORD OVER HIM WHO IS GOD OVER ALL?" 
CHAP. XVI 
THE REMAINING PART OF THE EXTRACT GIVEN BY CELSUS SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN TAKEN FROM SOME OTHER FORM OF HERESY, AND THE WHOLE JUMBLED TOGETHER IN STRANGE CONFUSION: "HOW IS IT, THAT WHILE SO MANY GO ABOUT THE WELL, NO ONE GOES DOWN INTO IT? WHY DOST THOU SHRINK WITH FEAR WHEN THOU HAST GONE SO FAR ON THE WAY? ANSWER: THOU ART MISTAKEN, FOR I LACK NEITHER COURAGE NOR WEAPONS." WE WHO BELONG TO THE CHURCH WHICH TAKES ITS NAME FROM CHRIST, ASSERT THAT NONE OF THESE STATEMENTS ARE TRUE. FOR HE SEEMS TO HAVE MADE THEM SIMPLY THAT THEY MIGHT HARMONIZE 'WITH WHAT HE HAD SAID BEFORE; BUT THEY HAVE NO REFERENCE TO US. FOR IT IS A PRINCIPLE WITH US, NOT TO WORSHIP ANY GOD WHOM WE MERELY "SUPPOSE" TO EXIST, BUT HIM ALONE WHO IS THE CREATOR OF THIS UNIVERSE, AND OF ALL THINGS BESIDES WHICH ARE UNSEEN BY THE EYE OF SENSE. THESE REMARKS OF CELSUS MAY APPLY TO THOSE WHO GO ON ANOTHER ROAD AND TREAD OTHER PATHS FROM US,--MEN WHO DENY THE CREATOR, AND MAKE TO THEMSELVES ANOTHER GOD UNDER A NEW FORM, HAVING NOTHING BUT THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, WHOM THEY ESTEEM HIGHER THAN THE CREATOR; AND WITH THESE MAY BE JOINED ANY THAT THERE MAY BE WHO SAY THAT THE SON IS GREATER THAN THE GOD WHO RULES ALL THINGS. IN REFERENCE TO THE PRECEPT THAT WE OUGHT NOT TO SERVE TWO MASTERS, WE HAVE ALREADY SHOWN WHAT APPEARS TO US THE PRINCIPLE CONTAINED IN IT, WHEN WE PROVED THAT NO SEDITION OR DISLOYALTY COULD BE CHARGED AGAINST THE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS THEIR LORD, WHO CONFESS THAT THEY REJECT EVERY OTHER LORD, AND SERVE HIM ALONE WHO IS THE SON AND WORD OF GOD. 
CHAP. XVII. 
CELSUS THEN PROCEEDS TO SAY THAT "WE SHRINK FROM RAISING ALTARS, STATUES, AND TEMPLES; AND THIS," HE THINKS, "HAS BEEN AGREED UPON AMONG US AS THE BADGE OR DISTINCTIVE MARK OF A SECRET AND FORBIDDEN SOCIETY." HE DOES NOT PERCEIVE THAT WE REGARD THE SPIRIT OF EVERY GOOD MAN AS AN ALTAR FROM WHICH ARISES AN INCENSE WHICH IS TRULY AND SPIRITUALLY SWEET-SMELLING, NAMELY, THE PRAYERS ASCENDING FROM A PURE CONSCIENCE. THEREFORE, IT IS SAID BY JOHN IN THE REVELATION, "THE ODORS ARE THE PRAYERS OF SAINTS;" AND BY THE PSALMIST, "LET MY PRAYER COME UP BEFORE THEE AS INCENSE." AND THE STATUES AND GIFTS WHICH ARE FIT OFFERINGS TO GOD ARE THE WORK OF NO COMMON MECHANICS, BUT ARE WROUGHT AND FASHIONED IN US BY THE WORD OF GOD, TO WIT, THE VIRTUES IN WHICH WE IMITATE "THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION," WHO HAS SET US AN EXAMPLE OF JUSTICE, OF TEMPERANCE, OF COURAGE, OF WISDOM, OF PIETY, AND OF THE OTHER VIRTUES. IN ALL THOSE, THEN, WHO PLANT AND CULTIVATE WITHIN THEIR SOULS, ACCORDING TO THE DIVINE WORD, TEMPERANCE, JUSTICE, WISDOM, PIETY, AND OTHER VIRTUES, THESE EXCELLENCES ARE THEIR STATUES THEY RAISE, IN WHICH WE ARE PERSUADED THAT IT IS BECOMING FOR US TO HONOUR THE MODEL AND PROTOTYPE OF ALL STATUES: "THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD," GOD THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN. AND AGAIN, THEY WHO "PUT OFF THE OLD MAN WITH HIS DEEDS, AND PUT ON THE NEW MAN, WHICH IS RENEWED IN KNOWLEDGE AFTER THE IMAGE OF HIM THAT HATH CREATED HIM," IN TAKING UPON THEM THE IMAGE OF HIM WHO HATH CREATED THEM, DO RAISE WITHIN THEMSELVES A STATUE LIKE TO WHAT THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] HIMSELF DESIRES. AND AS AMONG STATUARIES THERE ARE SOME WHO ARE MARVELOUSLY PERFECT IN THEIR ART, AS FOR EXAMPLE PHEIDIAS AND POLYCLEITUS, AND AMONG PAINTERS, ZEUXIS AND APELLES, WHILST OTHERS MAKE INFERIOR STATUES, AND OTHERS, AGAIN, ARE INFERIOR TO THE SECOND-RATE ARTISTS,--SO THAT, TAKING ALL TOGETHER, THERE IS A WIDE DIFFERENCE IN THE EXECUTION OF STATUES AND PICTURES,--IN THE SAME WAY THERE ARE SOME WHO FORM IMAGES OF THE MOST HIGH IN A BETTER MANNER AND WITH A MORE PERFECT SKILL; SO THAT THERE IS NO COMPARISON EVEN BETWEEN THE OLYMPIAN JUPITER OF PHEIDIAS AND THE MAN WHO HAS BEEN FASHIONED ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF GOD THE CREATOR. BUT BY FAR THE MOST EXCELLENT OF ALL THESE THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE CREATION IS THAT IMAGE IN OUR SAVIOUR WHO SAID, "MY FATHER IS IN ME." 
CHAP. XVIII. 
AND EVERY ONE WHO IMITATES HIM ACCORDING TO HIS ABILITY, DOES BY THIS VERY ENDEAVOR RAISE A STATUE ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF THE CREATOR FOR IN THE CONTEMPLATION OF GOD WITH A PURE HEART THEY BECOME IMITATORS OF HIM. AND, IN GENERAL, WE SEE THAT ALL CHRISTIANS STRIVE TO RAISE ALTARS AND STATUES AS WE HAVE DESCRIBED THEM AND THESE NOT OF A LIFELESS AND SENSELESS KIND AND NOT TO RECEIVE GREEDY SPIRITS INTENT UPON LIFELESS THINGS, BUT TO BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD WHO DWELLS IN THE IMAGES OF VIRTUE OF WHICH WE HAVE SPOKEN, AND TAKES HIS ABODE IN THE SOUL WHICH IS CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF THE CREATOR. THUS, THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST DWELLS IN THOSE WHO BEAR, SO TO SAY, A RESEMBLANCE IN FORM AND FEATURE TO HIMSELF. AND THE WORD OF GOD, WISHING TO SET THIS CLEARLY BEFORE US, REPRESENTS GOD AS PROMISING TO THE RIGHTEOUS, "I WILL DWELL IN THEM, AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE." AND THE SAVIOUR SAYS, "IF ANY MAN HEARS MY WORDS, AND DO THEM, I AND MY FATHER WILL COME TO HIM, AND MAKE OUR ABODE WITH HIM." LET ANY ONE, THEREFORE, WHO CHOOSES COMPARE THE ALTARS WHICH I HAVE DESCRIBED WITH THOSE SPOKEN OF BY CELSUS, AND THE IMAGES IN THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO WORSHIP THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] WITH THE STATUES OF PHEIDIAS, POLYCLEITUS, AND SUCH LIKE, AND HE WILL CLEARLY PERCEIVE, THAT WHILE THE LATTER ARE LIFELESS THINGS, AND SUBJECT TO THE RAVAGES OF TIME, THE FORMER ABIDE IN THE IMMORTAL SPIRIT AS LONG AS THE REASONABLE SOUL WISHES TO PRESERVE THEM. 
CHAP. XIX. 
AND IF, FURTHER, TEMPLES ARE TO BE COMPARED WITH TEMPLES, THAT WE MAY PROVE TO THOSE WHO ACCEPT THE OPINIONS OF CELSUS THAT WE DO NOT OBJECT TO THE ERECTION OF TEMPLES SUITED TO THE IMAGES AND ALTARS OF WHICH WE HAVE SPOKEN, BUT THAT WE DO REFUSE TO BUILD LIFELESS TEMPLES TO THE GIVER OF ALL LIFE, LET ANY ONE WHO CHOOSES LEARN HOW WE ARE TAUGHT, THAT OUR BODIES ARE THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND THAT IF ANY ONE BY LUST OR SIN DEFILES THE TEMPLE OF GOD, HE WILL HIMSELF BE DESTROYED, AS ACTING IMPIOUSLY TOWARDS THE TRUE TEMPLE. OF ALL THE TEMPLES SPOKEN OF IN THIS SENSE, THE BEST AND MOST EXCELLENT WAS THE PURE AND HOLY BODY OF OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. WHEN HE KNEW THAT WICKED MEN MIGHT AIM AT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE OF GOD IN HIM, BUT THAT THEIR PURPOSES OF DESTRUCTION WOULD NOT PREVAIL AGAINST THE DIVINE POWER WHICH HAD BUILT THAT TEMPLE, HE SAYS TO THEM, "DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE IT AGAIN...THIS HE SAID OF THE TEMPLE OF HIS BODY." AND IN OTHER PARTS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE WHERE IT SPEAKS OF THE MYSTERY OF THE RESURRECTION TO THOSE WHOSE EARS ARE DIVINELY OPENED, IT SAYS THAT THE TEMPLE WHICH HAS BEEN DESTROYED SHALL BE BUILT UP AGAIN OF LIVING AND MOST PRECIOUS STONES, THEREBY GIVING US TO UNDERSTAND THAT EACH OF THOSE WHO ARE LED BY THE WORD OF GOD TO STRIVE TOGETHER IN THE DUTIES OF PIETY, WILL BE A PRECIOUS STONE IN THE ONE GREAT TEMPLE OF GOD. ACCORDINGLY, PETER SAYS, "YE ALSO, AS LIVELY STONES, ARE BUILT UP A SPIRITUAL HOUSE, A HOLY PRIESTHOOD, TO OFFER UP SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES, ACCEPTABLE TO GOD BY JESUS CHRIST;" AND PAUL ALSO SAYS, "BEING BUILT UPON THE FOUNDATION OF THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS, JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD BEING THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE." AND THERE IS A SIMILAR HIDDEN ALLUSION IN THIS PASSAGE IN ISAIAH, WHICH IS ADDRESSED TO JERUSALEM: "BEHOLD, I WILL LAY THY STONES WITH CARBUNCLES, AND LAY THY FOUNDATIONS WITH SAPPHIRES. AND I WILL MAKE THY BATTLEMENTS OF JASPER, AND THY GATES OF CRYSTAL, AND ALL THY BORDERS OF PLEASANT STONES. AND ALL THY CHILDREN SHALL BE TAUGHT OF THE LORD [2ND TIMOTHY 3:15-17]; AND GREAT SHALL BE THE PEACE OF THY CHILDREN. IN RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL THOU BE ESTABLISHED." 
CHAP. XX. 
THERE ARE, THEN, AMONG THE RIGHTEOUS SOME WHO ARE CARBUNCLES, OTHERS SAPPHIRES, OTHERS JASPERS, AND OTHERS CRYSTALS, AND THUS THERE IS AMONG THE RIGHTEOUS EVERY KIND OF CHOICE AND PRECIOUS STONE. AS TO THE SPIRITUAL MEANING OF THE DIFFERENT STONES, WHAT IS THEIR NATURE, AND TO WHAT KIND OF SOUL THE NAME OF EACH PRECIOUS STONE ESPECIALLY APPLIES, WE CANNOT AT PRESENT STAY, TO EXAMINE. WE HAVE ONLY FELT IT NECESSARY TO SHOW THUS BRIEFLY WHAT WE UNDERSTAND BY TEMPLES, AND WHAT THE ONE TEMPLE OF GOD BUILT OF PRECIOUS STONES TRULY MEANS. FOR AS IF IN SOME CITIES A DISPUTE SHOULD ARISE AS TO WHICH HAD THE FINEST TEMPLES, THOSE WHO THOUGHT THEIR OWN WERE THE BEST WOULD DO THEIR UTMOST TO SHOW THE EXCELLENCE OF THEIR OWN TEMPLES AND THE INFERIORITY OF THE OTHERS,--IN LIKE MANNER, WHEN THEY REPROACH US FOR NOT DEEMING IT NECESSARY TO WORSHIP THE DIVINE BEING BY RAISING LIFELESS TEMPLES, WE SET BEFORE THEM OUR TEMPLES, AND SHOW TO SUCH AT LEAST AS ARE NOT BLIND AND SENSELESS, LIKE THEIR SENSELESS [BULLSHIT] GODS, THAT THERE IS NO COMPARISON BETWEEN OUR STATUES AND THE STATUES OF THE HEATHEN, NOR BETWEEN OUR ALTARS, WITH WHAT WE MAY CALL THE INCENSE ASCENDING FROM THEM, AND THE HEATHEN ALTARS, WITH THE FAT AND BLOOD OF THE VICTIMS; NOR, FINALLY, BETWEEN THE TEMPLES OF SENSELESS [BULLSHIT] GODS, ADMIRED BY SENSELESS MEN, WHO HAVE NO DIVINE FACULTY FOR PERCEIVING GOD, AND THE TEMPLES, STATUES, AND ALTARS WHICH ARE WORTHY OF GOD. IT IS NOT THEREFORE TRUE THAT WE OBJECT TO BUILDING ALTARS, STATUES, AND TEMPLES, BECAUSE WE HAVE AGREED TO MAKE THIS THE BADGE OF A SECRET AND FORBIDDEN SOCIETY; BUT WE DO SO, BECAUSE WE HAVE LEARNT FROM JESUS CHRIST THE TRUE WAY OF SERVING GOD, AND WE SHRINK FROM WHATEVER, UNDER A PRETENSE OF PIETY, LEADS TO UTTER IMPIETY THOSE WHO ABANDON THE WAY MARKED OUT FOR US BY JESUS CHRIST. FOR IT IS HE WHO ALONE IS THE WAY OF PIETY, AS HE TRULY SAID, "I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE." 
CHAP. XXI. 
LET US SEE WHAT CELSUS FURTHER SAYS OF GOD, AND HOW HE URGES US TO THE USE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE PROPERLY CALLED IDOL OFFERINGS, OR, STILL BETTER, OFFERINGS TO DEMONS, ALTHOUGH, IN HIS IGNORANCE OF WHAT TRUE SANCTITY IS, AND WHAT SACRIFICES ARE WELL-PLEASING TO GOD, HE CALLS THEM "HOLY SACRIFICES." HIS WORDS ARE, "GOD IS THE GOD OF ALL ALIKE; HE IS GOOD, HE STANDS IN NEED OF NOTHING, AND HE IS WITHOUT JEALOUSY. WHAT, THEN, IS THERE TO HINDER THOSE WHO ARE MOST DEVOTED TO HIS SERVICE FROM TAKING PART IN PUBLIC FEASTS? I CANNOT SEE THE CONNECTION WHICH HE FANCIES BETWEEN GOD'S BEING GOOD, AND INDEPENDENT, AND FREE FROM JEALOUSY, AND HIS DEVOTED SERVANTS TAKING PART IN PUBLIC FEASTS. I CONFESS, INDEED, THAT FROM THE FACT THAT GOD IS GOOD, AND WITHOUT WANT OF ANYTHING, AND FREE FROM JEALOUSY, IT WOULD FOLLOW AS A CONSEQUENCE THAT WE MIGHT TAKE PART IN PUBLIC FEASTS, IF IT WERE PROVED THAT THE PUBLIC FEASTS HAD NOTHING WRONG IN THEM, AND WERE GROUNDED UPON TRUE VIEWS OF THE CHARACTER OF GOD, SO THAT THEY RESULTED NATURALLY FROM A DEVOUT SERVICE OF GOD. IF, HOWEVER, THE SO-CALLED PUBLIC FESTIVALS CAN IN NO WAY BE SHOWN TO ACCORD WITH THE SERVICE OF GOD, BUT MAY ON THE CONTRARY BE PROVED TO HAVE BEEN DEVISED BY MEN WHEN OCCASION OFFERED TO COMMEMORATE SOME HUMAN EVENTS, OR TO SET FORTH CERTAIN QUALITIES OF WATER OR EARTH, OR THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH,--IN THAT CASE, IT IS CLEAR THAT THOSE WHO WISH TO OFFER AN ENLIGHTENED WORSHIP TO THE DIVINE BEING WILL ACT ACCORDING TO SOUND REASON, AND NOT TAKE PART IN THE PUBLIC FEASTS. FOR "TO KEEP A FEAST," AS ONE OF THE WISE MEN OF GREECE HAS WELL SAID, "IS NOTHING ELSE THAN TO DO ONE'S DUTY;" AND THAT MAN TRULY CELEBRATES A FEAST WHO DOES HIS DUTY AND PRAYS ALWAYS, OFFERING UP CONTINUALLY BLOODLESS SACRIFICES IN PRAYER TO GOD. THAT THEREFORE SEEMS TO ME A MOST NOBLE SAYING OF PAUL, "YE OBSERVE DAYS, AND MONTHS, AND TIMES, AND YEARS. I AM AFRAID OF YOU, LEST I HAVE BESTOWED UPON YOU LABOUR IN VAIN." 
CHAP. XXII. 
IF IT BE OBJECTED TO US ON THIS SUBJECT THAT WE OURSELVES ARE ACCUSTOMED TO OBSERVE CERTAIN DAYS, AS FOR EXAMPLE THE LORD'S DAY, THE PREPARATION, THE PASSOVER, OR PENTECOST, I HAVE TO ANSWER, THAT TO THE PERFECT CHRISTIAN, WHO IS EVER IN HIS THOUGHTS, WORDS, AND DEEDS SERVING HIS NATURAL LORD, GOD THE WORD, ALL HIS DAYS ARE THE LORD'S, AND HE IS ALWAYS KEEPING THE LORD'S DAY. HE ALSO WHO IS UNCEASINGLY PREPARING HIMSELF FOR THE TRUE LIFE, AND ABSTAINING FROM THE PLEASURES OF THIS LIFE WHICH LEAD ASTRAY SO MANY, WHO IS NOT INDULGING THE LUST OF THE FLESH, BUT "KEEPING UNDER HIS BODY, AND BRINGING IT INTO SUBJECTION,"--SUCH A ONE IS ALWAYS KEEPING PREPARATION-DAY. AGAIN, HE WHO CONSIDERS THAT "CHRIST OUR PASSOVER WAS SACRIFICED FOR US," AND THAT IT IS HIS DUTY TO KEEP THE FEAST BY EATING OF THE FLESH OF THE WORD, NEVER CEASES TO KEEP THE PASCHAL FEAST; FOR THE PASCHA MEANS A "PASSOVER," AND HE IS EVER STRIVING IN ALL HIS THOUGHTS, WORDS, AND DEEDS, TO PASS OVER FROM THE THINGS OF THIS LIFE TO GOD, AND IS HASTENING TOWARDS THE CITY OF GOD. AND, FINALLY, HE WHO CAN TRULY SAY, "WE ARE RISEN WITH CHRIST," AND "HE HATH EXALTED US, AND MADE US TO SIT WITH HIM IN HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST," IS ALWAYS LIVING IN THE SEASON OF PENTECOST; AND MOST OF ALL, WHEN GOING UP TO THE UPPER CHAMBER, LIKE THE APOSTLES OF JESUS, HE GIVES HIMSELF TO SUPPLICATION AND PRAYER, THAT HE MAY BECOME WORTHY OF RECEIVING "THE MIGHTY WIND RUSHING FROM HEAVEN," WHICH IS POWERFUL TO DESTROY SIN AND ITS FRUITS AMONG MEN, AND WORTHY OF HAVING SOME SHARE OF THE TONGUE OF FIRE WHICH GOD SENDS. 
CHAP. XXIII. 
BUT THE MAJORITY OF THOSE WHO ARE ACCOUNTED BELIEVERS ARE NOT OF THIS ADVANCED CLASS; BUT FROM BEING EITHER UNABLE OR UNWILLING TO KEEP EVERY DAY IN THIS MANNER, THEY REQUIRE SOME SENSIBLE MEMORIALS TO PREVENT SPIRITUAL THINGS FROM PASSING ALTOGETHER AWAY FROM THEIR MINDS. IT IS TO THIS PRACTICE OF SETTING APART SOME DAYS DISTINCT FROM OTHERS, THAT PAUL SEEMS TO ME TO REFER IN THE EXPRESSION, "PART OF THE FEAST;" AND BY THESE WORDS HE INDICATES THAT A LIFE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DIVINE WORD CONSISTS NOT "IN A PART OF THE FEAST," BUT IN ONE ENTIRE AND NEVER CEASING FESTIVAL? AGAIN, COMPARE THE FESTIVALS, OBSERVED AMONG US AS THESE HAVE BEEN DESCRIBED ABOVE, WITH THE PUBLIC FEASTS OF CELSUS AND THE HEATHEN, AND SAY IF THE FORMER ARE NOT MUCH MORE SACRED OBSERVANCES THAN THOSE FEASTS IN WHICH THE LUST OF THE FLESH RUNS RIOT, AND LEADS TO DRUNKENNESS AND DEBAUCHERY. IT WOULD BE TOO LONG FOR US AT PRESENT TO SHOW WHY WE ARE REQUIRED BY THE LAW OF GOD TO KEEP ITS FESTIVALS BY EATING "THE BREAD OF AFFLICTION," OR "UNLEAVENED WITH BITTER HERBS," OR WHY IT SAYS, "HUMBLE YOUR SOULS," AND SUCH LIKE. FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR MAN, WHO IS A COMPOUND BEING, IN WHICH "THE FLESH LUSTETH AGAINST THE SPIRIT, AND THE SPIRIT AGAINST THE FLESH," TO KEEP THE FEAST WITH HIS WHOLE NATURE; FOR EITHER HE KEEPS THE FEAST WITH HIS SPIRIT AND AFFLICTS THE BODY, WHICH THROUGH THE LUST OF THE FLESH IS UNFIT TO KEEP IT ALONG WITH THE SPIRIT, OR ELSE HE KEEPS IT WITH THE BODY, AND THE SPIRIT IS UNABLE TO SHARE IN IT. BUT WE HAVE FOR THE PRESENT SAID ENOUGH ON THE SUBJECT OF FEASTS. 
CHAP. XXIV. 
LET US NOW SEE ON WHAT GROUNDS CELSUS URGES US TO MAKE USE OF THE IDOL OFFERINGS AND THE PUBLIC SACRIFICES IN THE PUBLIC FEASTS. HIS WORDS ARE, "IF THESE IDOLS ARE NOTHING, WHAT HARM WILL THERE BE IN TAKING PART IN THE FEAST? ON THE OTHER HAND, IF THEY ARE DEMONS, IT IS CERTAIN THAT THEY TOO ARE GOD'S CREATURES, AND THAT WE MUST BELIEVE IN THEM, SACRIFICE TO THEM ACCORDING TO THE LAWS, AND PRAY TO THEM THAT THEY MAY BE PROPITIOUS." IN REFERENCE TO THIS STATEMENT, IT WOULD BE PROFITABLE FOR US TO TAKE UP AND CLEARLY EXPLAIN THE WHOLE PASSAGE OF THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, IN WHICH PAUL TREATS OF OFFERINGS TO IDOLS. THE APOSTLE DRAWS FROM THE FACT THAT "AN IDOL IS NOTHING IN THE WORLD," THE CONSEQUENCE THAT IT IS INJURIOUS TO USE THINGS OFFERED TO IDOLS; AND HE SHOWS TO THOSE WHO HAVE EARS TO HEAR ON SUCH SUBJECTS, THAT HE WHO PARTAKES OF THINGS OFFERED TO IDOLS IS WORSE THAN A MURDERER, FOR HE DESTROYS HIS OWN BRETHREN, FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED. AND FURTHER, HE MAINTAINS THAT THE SACRIFICES ARE MADE TO DEMONS; AND FROM THAT HE PROCEEDS TO SHOW THAT THOSE WHO JOIN THE TABLE OF DEMONS BECOME ASSOCIATED WITH THE DEMONS; AND HE CONCLUDES THAT A MAN CANNOT BOTH BE A PARTAKER OF THE TABLE OF THE LORD AND OF THE TABLE OF DEMONS. BUT SINCE IT WOULD REQUIRE A WHOLE TREATISE TO SET FORTH FULLY ALL THAT IS CONTAINED ON THIS SUBJECT IN THE EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, WE SHALL CONTENT OURSELVES WITH THIS BRIEF STATEMENT OF THE ARGUMENT; FOR IT WILL BE EVIDENT TO ANY ONE WHO CAREFULLY CONSIDERS WHAT HAS BEEN SAID, THAT EVEN IF IDOLS ARE NOTHING, NEVERTHELESS IT IS AN AWFUL THING TO JOIN IN IDOL FESTIVALS. AND EVEN SUPPOSING THAT THERE ARE SUCH BEINGS AS DEMONS TO WHOM THE SACRIFICES ARE OFFERED, IT IT HAS BEEN CLEARLY SHOWN THAT WE ARE FORBIDDEN TO TAKE PART IN THESE FESTIVALS, WHEN WE KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TABLE OF THE LORD AND THE TABLE OF DEMONS. AND KNOWING THIS, WE ENDEAVOR AS MUCH AS WE CAN TO BE ALWAYS PARTAKERS OF THE LORD'S TABLE, AND BEWARE TO THE UTMOST OF JOINING AT ANY TIME THE TABLE OF DEMONS. 
CHAP. XXV. 
CELSUS SAYS THAT "THE DEMONS BELONG TO GOD, AND ARE THEREFORE TO BE BELIEVED, TO BE SACRIFICED TO ACCORDING TO LAWS, AND TO BE PRAYED TO THAT THEY MAY BE PROPITIOUS." THOSE WHO ARE DISPOSED TO LEARN, MUST KNOW THAT THE WORD OF GOD NOWHERE SAYS OF EVIL THINGS THAT THEY BELONG TO GOD, FOR IT JUDGES THEM UNWORTHY OF SUCH A LORD. ACCORDINGLY, IT IS NOT ALL MEN WHO BEAR THE NAME OF "MEN OF GOD," BUT ONLY THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY OF GOD, SUCH AS MOSES AND ELIAS, AND ANY OTHERS WHO ARE SO CALLED, OR SUCH AS RESEMBLE THOSE WHO ARE SO CALLED IN SCRIPTURE. IN THE SAME WAY, ALL ANGELS ARE NOT SAID TO BE ANGELS OF GOD, BUT ONLY THOSE THAT ARE BLESSED: THOSE THAT HAVE FALLEN AWAY INTO SIN ARE CALLED "ANGELS OF THE DEVIL," JUST AS BAD MEN ARE CALLED "MEN OF SIN," "SONS OF PERDITION," OR "SONS OF INIQUITY." SINCE, THEN, AMONG MEN SOME ARE GOOD AND OTHERS BAD, AND THE FORMER ARE SAID TO BE GOD'S AND THE LATTER THE DEVIL'S, SO AMONG ANGELS SOME ARE ANGELS OF GOD, AND OTHERS ANGELS OF THE DEVIL. BUT AMONG DEMONS THERE IS NO SUCH DISTINCTION, FOR ALL ARE SAID TO BE WICKED. WE DO NOT THEREFORE HESITATE TO SAY THAT CELSUS IS FALSE WHEN HE SAYS, "IF THEY ARE DEMONS, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THEY MUST ALSO BELONG TO GOD." HE MUST EITHER SHOW THAT THIS DISTINCTION OF GOOD AND BAD AMONG ANGELS AND MEN HAS NO FOUNDATION, OR ELSE THAT A SIMILAR DISTINCTION MAY BE SHOWN TO HOLD AMONG DEMONS. IF THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE, IT IS PLAIN THAT DEMONS DO NOT BELONG TO GOD; FOR THEIR PRINCE IS NOT GOD, BUT, AS HOLY SCRIPTURE SAYS, "BEELZEBUB." 
CHAP. XXVI. 
AND WE ARE NOT TO BELIEVE IN DEMONS, ALTHOUGH CELSUS URGES US TO DO SO; BUT IF WE ARE TO OBEY GOD, WE MUST DIE, OR ENDURE ANYTHING, SOONER THAN OBEY DEMONS. IN THE SAME WAY, WE ARE NOT TO PROPITIATE DEMONS; FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PROPITIATE BEINGS THAT ARE WICKED AND THAT SEEK THE INJURY OF MEN. BESIDES, WHAT ARE THE LAWS IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHICH CELSUS WOULD HAVE US PROPITIATE THE DEMONS? FOR IF HE MEANS LAWS ENACTED IN STATES, HE MUST SHOW THAT THEY ARE IN AGREEMENT WITH THE DIVINE LAWS. BUT IF THAT CANNOT BE DONE, AS THE LAWS OF MANY STATES ARE QUITE INCONSISTENT WITH EACH OTHER, THESE LAWS, THEREFORE, MUST OF NECESSITY EITHER BE NO LAWS AT ALL IN THE PROPER SENSE OF THE WORD, OR ELSE THE ENACTMENTS OF WICKED MEN; AND THESE WE MUST NOT OBEY, FOR "WE MUST OBEY GOD RATHER THAN MEN." AWAY, THEN, WITH THIS COUNSEL, WHICH CELSUS GIVES US, TO OFFER PRAYER TO DEMONS: IT IS NOT TO BE LISTENED TO FOR A MOMENT; FOR OUR DUTY IS TO PRAY TO THE MOST HIGH GOD ALONE, AND TO THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN, THE FIRST-BORN OF THE WHOLE CREATION, AND TO ASK HIM AS OUR HIGH PRIEST TO PRESENT THE PRAYERS WHICH ASCEND TO HIM FROM US, TO HIS GOD AND OUR GOD, TO HIS FATHER AND THE FATHER OF THOSE WHO DIRECT THEIR LIVES ACCORDING TO HIS WORD. AND AS WE WOULD HAVE NO DESIRE TO ENJOY THE FAVOUR OF THOSE MEN WHO WISH US TO FOLLOW THEIR WICKED LIVES, AND WHO GIVE US THEIR FAVOUR ONLY ON CONDITION THAT WE CHOOSE NOTHING OPPOSED TO THEIR WISHES, BECAUSE THEIR FAVOUR WOULD MAKE US ENEMIES OF GOD, WHO CANNOT BE PLEASED WITH THOSE WHO HAVE SUCH MEN FOR THEIR FRIENDS,--IN THE SAME WAY THOSE WHO ARE ACQUAINTED WITH THE NATURE, THE PURPOSES, AND THE WICKEDNESS OF DEMONS, CAN NEVER WISH TO OBTAIN THEIR FAVOUR. 
CHAP. XXVII. 
AND CHRISTIANS HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR, EVEN IF DEMONS SHOULD NOT BE WELL-DISPOSED TO THEM; FOR THEY ARE PROTECTED BY THE SUPREME GOD, WHO IS WELL PLEASED WITH THEIR PIETY, AND WHO SETS HIS DIVINE ANGELS TO WATCH OVER THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY OF SUCH GUARDIANSHIP, SO THAT THEY CAN SUFFER NOTHING FROM DEMONS. HE WHO BY HIS PIETY POSSESSES THE FAVOUR OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], WHO HAS ACCEPTED THE GUIDANCE OF JESUS, THE "ANGEL OF THE GREAT COUNSEL,'' BEING WELL CONTENTED WITH THE FAVOUR OF GOD THROUGH CHRIST JESUS, MAY SAY WITH CONFIDENCE THAT HE HAS NOTHING TO SUFFER FROM THE WHOLE HOST OF DEMONS. "THE LORD IS MY LIGHT AND MY SALVATION; WHOM SHALL, I FEAR? THE LORD IS THE STRENGTH OF MY LIFE; OF WHOM SHALL I BE AFRAID? THOUGH A HOST SHOULD ENCAMP AGAINST ME, MY HEART SHALL NOT FEAR." SO MUCH, THEN, IN REPLY TO THOSE STATEMENTS OF CELSUS: "IF THEY ARE DEMONS, THEY TOO EVIDENTLY BELONG TO GOD, AND THEY ARE TO BE BELIEVED, TO BE SACRIFICED TO ACCORDING TO THE LAWS, AND PRAYERS ARE TO BE OFFERED TO THEM THAT THEY MAY HE PROPITIOUS." 
CHAP. XXVIII. 
WE SHALL NOW PROCEED TO THE NEXT STATEMENT OF CELSUS, AND EXAMINE IT WITH CARE: "IF IN OBEDIENCE TO THE TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS THEY ABSTAIN FROM SUCH VICTIMS, THEY MUST ALSO ABSTAIN FROM ALL ANIMAL FOOD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPINIONS OF PYTHAGORAS, WHO THUS SHOWED HIS RESPECT FOR THE SOUL AND ITS BODILY ORGANS. BUT IF, AS THEY SAY, THEY ABSTAIN THAT THEY MAY NOT EAT ALONG WITH DEMONS, I ADMIRE THEIR WISDOM, IN HAVING AT LENGTH DISCOVERED, THAT WHENEVER THEY EAT THEY EAT WITH DEMONS, ALTHOUGH THEY ONLY REFUSE TO DO SO WHEN THEY ARE LOOKING UPON A SLAIN VICTIM; FOR WHEN THEY EAT BREAD, OR DRINK WINE, OR TASTE FRUITS, DO THEY NOT RECEIVE THESE THINGS, AS WELL AS THE WATER THEY DRINK AND THE AIR THEY BREATHE, FROM CERTAIN DEMONS, TO WHOM HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED THESE DIFFERENT PROVINCES OF NATURE?" HERE I WOULD OBSERVE THAT I CANNOT SEE HOW THOSE WHOM HE SPEAKS OF AS ABSTAINING FROM CERTAIN VICTIMS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TRADITIONS OF THEIR FATHERS, ARE CONSEQUENTLY BOUND TO ABSTAIN FROM THE FLESH OF ALL ANIMALS. WE DO NOT INDEED DENY THAT THE DIVINE WORD DOES SEEM TO COMMAND SOMETHING SIMILAR TO THIS, WHEN TO RAISE US TO A HIGHER AND PURER LIFE IT SAYS, "IT IS GOOD NEITHER TO EAT FLESH, NOR TO DRINK WINE, NOR ANYTHING WHEREBY THY BROTHER STUMBLETH, OR IS OFFENDED, OR IS MADE WEAK;" AND AGAIN, "DESTROY NOT HIM WITH THY MEAT, FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED;" AND AGAIN, "IF MEAT MAKE MY BROTHER TO OFFEND, I WILL EAT NO FLESH WHILE THE WORLD STANDETH, LEST I MAKE MY BROTHER TO OFFEND." 
CHAP. XXIX. 
BUT IT IS TO BE OBSERVED THAT THE JEWS, WHO CLAIM FOR THEMSELVES A CORRECT UNDERSTANDING OF THE LAW OF MOSES, CAREFULLY RESTRICT THEIR FOOD TO SUCH THINGS AS ARE ACCOUNTED CLEAN, AND ABSTAIN FROM THOSE THAT ARE UNCLEAN. THEY ALSO DO NOT USE IN THEIR FOOD THE BLOOD OF AN ANIMAL NOR THE FLESH OF AN ANIMAL TORN BY WILD BEASTS, AND SOME OTHER THINGS WHICH IT WOULD TAKE TOO LONG FOR US AT PRESENT TO DETAIL. BUT JESUS, WISHING TO LEAD ALL MEN BY HIS TEACHING TO THE PURE WORSHIP AND SERVICE OF GOD, AND ANXIOUS NOT TO THROW ANY HINDRANCE IN THE WAY OF MANY WHO MIGHT BE BENEFITED BY CHRISTIANITY, THROUGH THE IMPOSITION OF A BURDENSOME CODE OF RULES IN REGARD TO FOOD, HAS LAID IT DOWN, THAT "NOT THAT WHICH GOETH INTO THE MOUTH DEFILETH A MAN, BUT THAT WHICH COMETH OUT OF THE MOUTH; FOR WHATSOEVER ENTERETH IN AT THE MOUTH GOETH INTO THE BELLY, AND IS CAST OUT INTO THE DRAUGHT. BUT THOSE THINGS WHICH PROCEED OUT OF THE MOUTH ARE EVIL THOUGHTS WHEN SPOKEN, MURDERS, ADULTERIES, FORNICATIONS, THEFTS, FALSE WITNESS, BLASPHEMIES." PAUL ALSO SAYS, "MEAT COMMENDETH US NOT TO GOD: FOR NEITHER, IF WE EAT, ARE WE THE BETTER; NEITHER, IF WE EAT NOT, ARE WE THE WORSE." WHEREFORE, AS THERE IS SOME OBSCURITY ABOUT THIS MATTER, WITHOUT SOME EXPLANATION IS GIVEN, IT SEEMED GOOD TO THE APOSTLES OF JESUS AND THE ELDERS ASSEMBLED TOGETHER AT ANTIOCH, AND ALSO, AS THEY THEMSELVES SAY, TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, TO WRITE A LETTER TO THE GENTILE BELIEVERS, FORBIDDING THEM TO PARTAKE OF THOSE THINGS FROM WHICH ALONE THEY SAY IT IS NECESSARY TO ABSTAIN, NAMELY, "THINGS OFFERED TO IDOLS, THINGS STRANGLED, AND BLOOD." 
CHAP. XXX. 
FOR THAT WHICH IS OFFERED TO IDOLS IS SACRIFICED TO DEMONS, AND A MAN OF GOD MUST NOT JOIN THE TABLE OF DEMONS. AS TO THINGS STRANGLED, WE ARE FORBIDDEN BY SCRIPTURE TO PARTAKE OF THEM, BECAUSE THE BLOOD IS STILL IN THEM; AND BLOOD, ESPECIALLY THE ODOR ARISING FROM BLOOD, IS SAID TO BE THE FOOD OF DEMONS. PERHAPS, THEN, IF WE WERE TO EAT OF STRANGLED ANIMALS, WE MIGHT HAVE SUCH SPIRITS FEEDING ALONG WITH US. AND THE REASON WHICH FORBIDS THE USE OF STRANGLED ANIMALS FOR FOOD IS ALSO APPLICABLE TO THE USE OF BLOOD. AND IT MAY NOT BE AMISS, AS BEARING ON THIS POINT, TO RECALL A BEAUTIFUL SAYING IN THE WRITINGS OF SEXTUS, WHICH IS KNOWN TO MOST CHRISTIANS: "THE EATING OF ANIMALS," SAYS HE, "IS A MATTER OF INDIFFERENCE; BUT TO ABSTAIN FROM THEM IS MORE AGREEABLE TO REASON." IT IS NOT, THEREFORE, SIMPLY ON ACCOUNT OF SOME TRADITIONS OF OUR FATHERS THAT WE REFRAIN FROM EATING VICTIMS OFFERED TO THOSE CALLED GODS OR HEROES OR DEMONS, BUT FOR OTHER REASONS, SOME OF WHICH I HAVE HERE MENTIONED. IT IS NOT TO BE SUPPOSED, HOWEVER, THAT WE ARE TO ABSTAIN FROM THE FLESH OF ANIMALS IN THE SAME WAY AS WE ARE BOUND TO ABSTAIN FROM ALL RACE AND WICKEDNESS: WE ARE INDEED TO ABSTAIN NOT ONLY FROM THE FLESH OF ANIMALS, BUT FROM ALL OTHER KINDS OF FOOD, IF WE CANNOT PARTAKE OF THEM WITHOUT INCURRING EVIL, AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF EVIL. FOR WE ARE TO AVOID EATING FOR GLUTTONY, OR FOR THE MERE GRATIFICATION OF THE APPETITE, WITHOUT REGARD TO THE HEALTH AND SUSTENANCE OF THE BODY. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT SOULS PASS FROM ONE BODY TO ANOTHER, AND THAT THEY MAY DESCEND SO LOW AS TO ENTER THE BODIES OF THE BRUTES. IF WE ABSTAIN AT TIMES FROM EATING THE FLESH OF ANIMALS, IT IS EVIDENTLY, THEREFORE, NOT FOR THE SAME REASON AS PYTHAGORAS; FOR IT IS THE REASONABLE SOUL ALONE THAT WE HONOUR, AND WE COMMIT ITS BODILY ORGANS WITH DUE HONOURS TO THE GRAVE. FOR IT IS NOT RIGHT THAT THE DWELLING-PLACE OF THE RATIONAL SOUL SHOULD BE CAST ASIDE ANYWHERE WITHOUT HONOUR, LIKE THE CARCASSES OF BRUTE BEASTS; AND SO MUCH THE MORE WHEN WE BELIEVE THAT THE RESPECT PAID TO THE BODY REDOUNDS TO THE HONOUR OF THE PERSON WHO RECEIVED FROM GOD A SOUL WHICH HAS NOBLY EMPLOYED THE ORGANS OF THE BODY IN WHICH IT RESIDED. IN REGARD TO THE QUESTION, "HOW ARE THE DEAD RAISED UP, AND WITH WHAT BODY DO THEY COME?" WE HAVE ALREADY ANSWERED IT BRIEFLY, AS OUR PURPOSE REQUIRED. 
CHAP. XXXI. 
CELSUS AFTERWARDS STATES WHAT IS ADDUCED BY JEWS AND CHRISTIANS ALIKE IN DEFENSE OF ABSTINENCE FROM IDOL SACRIFICES, NAMELY, THAT IT IS WRONG FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DEDICATED THEMSELVES TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] TO EAT WITH DEMONS. WHAT HE BRINGS FORWARD AGAINST THIS VIEW, WE HAVE ALREADY SEEN. IN OUR OPINION, A MAN CAN ONLY BE SAID TO EAT AND DRINK WITH DEMONS WHEN HE EATS THE FLESH OF WHAT ARE CALLED SACRED VICTIMS, AND WHEN HE DRINKS THE WINE POURED OUT TO THE HONOUR OF THE DEMONS. BUT CELSUS THINKS THAT WE CANNOT EAT BREAD OR DRINK WINE IN ANY WAY WHATEVER, OR TASTE FRUITS, OR EVEN TAKE A DRAUGHT OF WATER, WITHOUT EATING AND DRINKING WITH DEMONS. HE ADDS ALSO, THAT THE AIR WHICH WE BREATHE IS RECEIVED FROM DEMONS, AND THAT NOT AN ANIMAL CAN BREATHE WITHOUT RECEIVING THE AIR FROM THE DEMONS WHO ARE SET OVER THE AIR. IF ANY ONE WISHES TO DEFEND THIS STATEMENT OF CELSUS, LET HIM SHOW THAT IT IS NOT THE DIVINE ANGELS OF GOD, BUT DEMONS, THE WHOLE RACE OF WHOM ARE BAD, THAT HAVE BEEN APPOINTED TO COMMUNICATE ALL THOSE BLESSINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN MENTIONED. WE INDEED ALSO MAINTAIN WITH REGARD NOT ONLY TO THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH, BUT TO EVERY FLOWING STREAM AND EVERY BREATH OF AIR THAT THE GROUND BRINGS FORTH THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE SAID TO GROW UP NATURALLY, THAT THE WATER SPRINGS IN FOUNTAINS, AND REFRESHES THE EARTH WITH RUNNING STREAMS,--THAT THE AIR IS KEPT PURE, AND SUPPORTS THE LIFE OF THOSE WHO BREATHE IT, ONLY IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE AGENCY AND CONTROL OF CERTAIN BEINGS WHOM WE MAY CALL INVISIBLE HUSBANDMEN AND GUARDIANS; BUT WE DENY THAT THOSE INVISIBLE AGENTS ARE DEMONS. AND IF WE MIGHT SPEAK BOLDLY, WE WOULD SAY THAT IF DEMONS HAVE ANY SHARE AT ALL IN THESE THINGS, TO THEM BELONG FAMINE, BLASTING OF THE VINE AND FRUIT TREES, PESTILENCE AMONG MEN AND BEASTS: ALL THESE ARE THE PROPER OCCUPATIONS OF DEMONS, WHO IN THE CAPACITY OF PUBLIC EXECUTIONERS RECEIVE POWER AT CERTAIN TIMES TO CARRY OUT THE DIVINE JUDGMENTS, FOR THE RESTORATION OF THOSE WHO HAVE PLUNGED HEADLONG INTO WICKEDNESS, OR FOR THE TRIAL AND DISCIPLINE OF THE SOULS OF THE WISE. FOR THOSE WHO THROUGH ALL THEIR AFFLICTIONS PRESERVE THEIR PIETY PURE AND UNIMPAIRED, SHOW THEIR TRUE CHARACTER TO ALL SPECTATORS, WHETHER VISIBLE OR INVISIBLE, WHO BEHOLD THEM; WHILE THOSE WHO ARE OTHERWISE MINDED, YET CONCEAL THEIR WICKEDNESS, WHEN THEY HAVE THEIR TRUE CHARACTER EXPOSED BY MISFORTUNES, BECOME MANIFEST TO THEMSELVES AS WELL AS TO THOSE WHOM WE MAY ALSO CALL SPECTATORS. 
CHAP. XXXII. 
THE PSALMIST BEARS WITNESS THAT DIVINE JUSTICE EMPLOYS CERTAIN EVIL ANGELS TO INFLICT CALAMITIES UPON MEN: "HE CAST UPON THEM THE FIERCENESS OF HIS ANGER, WRATH, AND INDIGNATION, AND TROUBLE, SENT BY EVIL ANGELS." WHETHER DEMONS EVER GO BEYOND THIS WHEN THEY ARE SUFFERED TO DO WHAT THEY ARE EVER READY, THOUGH THROUGH THE RESTRAINT PUT UPON THEM THEY ARE NOT ALWAYS ABLE TO DO, IS A QUESTION TO BE SOLVED BY THAT MAN WHO CAN CONCEIVE, IN SO FAR AS HUMAN NATURE WILL ALLOW, HOW IT ACCORDS WITH THE DIVINE JUSTICE, THAT SUCH MULTITUDES OF HUMAN SOULS ARE SEPARATED FROM THE BODY WHILE WALKING IN THE PATHS WHICH LEAD TO CERTAIN DEATH. "FOR THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD ARE SO GREAT," THAT A SOUL WHICH IS STILL CLOTHED WITH A MORTAL BODY CANNOT COMPREHEND THEM; "AND THEY CANNOT BE EXPRESSED: THEREFORE, BY UNNURTURED SOULS" THEY ARE NOT IN ANY MEASURE TO BE UNDERSTOOD. AND HENCE, TOO, RASH SPIRITS, BY THEIR IGNORANCE IN THESE MATTERS, AND BY RECKLESSLY SETTING THEMSELVES AGAINST THE DIVINE BEING, MULTIPLY IMPIOUS OBJECTIONS AGAINST PROVIDENCE. IT IS NOT FROM DEMONS, THEN, THAT MEN RECEIVE ANY OF THOSE THINGS WHICH MEET THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE, AND LEAST OF ALL OURSELVES, WHO HAVE BEEN TAUGHT TO MAKE A PROPER USE OF THESE THINGS. AND THEY WHO PARTAKE OF CORN AND WINE, AND THE FRUITS OF TREES, OF WATER AND OF AIR, DO NOT FEED WITH DEMONS, BUT RATHER DO THEY FEAST WITH DIVINE ANGELS, WHO ARE APPOINTED FOR THIS PURPOSE, AND WHO ARE AS IT WERE INVITED TO THE TABLE OF THE PIOUS MAN, WHO HEARKENS TO THE PRECEPT OF THE WORD, WHICH SAYS, "WHETHER YE EAT OR DRINK, OR WHATEVER YE DO, DO ALL TO THE GLORY OF GOD." AND AGAIN, IN ANOTHER PLACE IT IS WRITTEN, "DO ALL THINGS IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD." WHEN, THEREFORE, WE EAT AND DRINK AND BREATHE TO THE GLORY OF GOD, AND ACT IN ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO WHAT IS RIGHT, WE FEAST WITH NO DEMONS, BUT WITH DIVINE ANGELS: "FOR EVERY CREATURE IS GOOD, AND NOTHING TO BE REFUSED, IF IT BE RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING: FOR IT IS SANCTIFIED BY THE WORD OF GOD AND PRAYER." BUT IT COULD NOT BE GOOD, AND IT COULD NOT BE SANCTIFIED, IF THESE THINGS WERE, AS CELSUS SUPPOSES, ENTRUSTED TO THE CHARGE OF DEMONS. 
CHAP. XXXIII. 
FROM THIS IT IS EVIDENT THAT WE HAVE ALREADY MET THE NEXT STATEMENT OF CELSUS, WHICH IS AS FOLLOWS: "WE MUST EITHER NOT LIVE, AND INDEED NOT COME INTO THIS LIFE AT ALL, OR WE MUST DO SO ON CONDITION THAT WE GIVE THANKS AND FIRST-FRUITS AND PRAYERS TO DEMONS, WHO HAVE BEEN SET OVER THE THINGS OF THIS WORLD: AND THAT WE MUST DO AS LONG AS WE LIVE, THAT THEY MAY PROVE GOOD AND KIND." WE MUST SURELY LIVE, AND WE MUST LIVE ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD, AS FAR AS WE ARE ENABLED TO DO SO. AND WE ARE THUS ENABLED TO LIVE, WHEN, "WHETHER WE EAT OR DRINK, WE DO ALL TO THE GLORY OF GOD;" AND WE ARE NOT TO REFUSE TO ENJOY THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN CREATED FOR OUR USE, BUT MUST RECEIVE THEM WITH THANKSGIVING TO THE CREATOR. AND IT IS UNDER THESE CONDITIONS, AND NOT SUCH AS HAVE BEEN IMAGINED BY CELSUS, THAT WE HAVE BEEN BROUGHT INTO LIFE BY GOD; AND WE ARE NOT PLACED UNDER DEMONS, BUT WE ARE UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], THROUGH HIM WHO HATH BROUGHT US TO GOD--JESUS CHRIST. IT IS NOT ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF GOD THAT ANY DEMON HAS HAD A SHARE IN WORLDLY AFFAIRS, BUT IT WAS BY THEIR OWN LAWLESSNESS THAT THEY PERHAPS SOUGHT OUT FOR THEMSELVES PLACES DESTITUTE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD AND OF THE DIVINE LIFE, OR PLACES WHERE THERE ARE MANY ENEMIES OF GOD. PERHAPS ALSO, AS BEING FIT TO RULE OVER AND PUNISH THEM, THEY HAVE BEEN SET BY THE WORD, WHO GOVERNS ALL THINGS, TO RULE OVER THOSE WHO SUBJECTED THEMSELVES TO EVIL AND NOT TO GOD. FOR THIS REASON, THEN, LET CELSUS, AS ONE WHO KNOWS NOT GOD, GIVE THANK-OFFERINGS TO DEMONS. BUT WE GIVE THANKS TO THE CREATOR OF ALL, AND, ALONG WITH THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER FOR THE BLESSINGS WE HAVE RECEIVED, WE ALSO EAT THE BREAD PRESENTED TO US; AND THIS BREAD BECOMES BY PRAYER A SACRED BODY, WHICH SANCTIFIES THOSE WHO SINCERELY PARTAKE OF IT. 
CHAP. XXXIV. 
CELSUS WOULD ALSO HAVE US TO OFFER FIRST-FRUITS TO DEMONS. BUT WE WOULD OFFER THEM TO HIM WHO SAID, "LET THE EARTH BRING FORTH GRASS, THE HERB YIELDING SEED, AND THE FRUIT TREE YIELDING FRUIT AFTER HIS KIND, WHOSE SEED IS IN ITSELF UPON THE EARTH." AND TO HIM TO WHOM WE OFFER FIRST-FRUITS WE ALSO SEND UP OUR PRAYERS, "HAVING A GREAT HIGH PRIEST, THAT IS PASSED INTO THE HEAVENS, JESUS THE SON OF GOD," AND "WE HOLD FAST THIS PROFESSION" AS LONG AS WE LIVE; FOR WE FIND GOD AND HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, MANIFESTED TO US IN JESUS; TO BE GRACIOUS AND KIND TO US. AND IF WE WOULD WISH TO HAVE BESIDES A GREAT NUMBER OF BEINGS WHO SHALL EVER PROVE FRIENDLY TO US, WE ARE TAUGHT THAT "THOUSAND, THOUSANDS STOOD BEFORE HIM, AND TEN THOUSAND TIMES TEN THOUSAND MINISTERED UNTO HIM." AND THESE, REGARDING ALL AS THEIR RELATIONS AND FRIENDS WHO IMITATE THEIR PIETY TOWARDS GOD, AND IN PRAYER CALL UPON HIM WITH SINCERITY, WORK ALONG WITH THEM FOR THEIR SALVATION, APPEAR UNTO THEM, DEEM IT THEIR OFFICE AND DUTY TO ATTEND TO THEM, AND AS IF BY COMMON AGREEMENT THEY VISIT WITH ALL MANNER OF KINDNESS AND DELIVERANCE THOSE WHO PRAY TO GOD, TO WHOM THEY THEMSELVES ALSO PRAY: "FOR THEY ARE ALL MINISTERING SPIRITS, SENT FORTH TO MINISTER FOR THOSE WHO SHALL BE HEIRS OF SALVATION." LET THE LEARNED GREEKS SAY THAT THE HUMAN SOUL AT ITS BIRTH IS PLACED UNDER THE CHARGE OF DEMONS: JESUS HAS TAUGHT US NOT TO DESPISE EVEN THE LITTLE ONES IN HIS CHURCH, SAYING, "THEIR ANGELS DO ALWAYS BEHOLD THE FACE OF MY FATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN." AND THE PROPHET SAYS, "THE ANGEL OF THE LORD ENCAMPETH ROUND ABOUT THEM THAT FEAR HIM, AND DELIVERETH THEM." WE DO NOT, THEN, DENY THAT THERE ARE MANY DEMONS UPON EARTH, BUT WE MAINTAIN THAT THEY EXIST AND EXERCISE POWER AMONG THE WICKED, AS A PUNISHMENT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS. BUT THEY HAVE NO POWER OVER THOSE WHO "HAVE PUT ON THE WHOLE ARMOUR OF GOD," WHO HAVE RECEIVED STRENGTH TO "WITHSTAND THE WILES OF THE DEVIL," AND WHO ARE EVER ENGAGED IN CONTESTS WITH THEM, KNOWING THAT "WE WRESTLE NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD, BUT AGAINST PRINCIPALITIES, AGAINST POWERS, AGAINST THE RULERS OF THE DARKNESS OF THIS WORLD, AGAINST SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN HIGH PLACES." 
CHAP. XXV. 
NOW LET US CONSIDER ANOTHER SAYING OF CELSUS, WHICH IS AS FOLLOWS: "THE SATRAP OF A PERSIAN OR ROMAN MONARCH, OR RULER OR GENERAL OR GOVERNOR, YEA, EVEN THOSE WHO FILL LOWER OFFICES OF TRUST OR SERVICE IN THE STATE, WOULD BE ABLE TO DO GREAT INJURY TO THOSE WHO DESPISED THEM; AND WILL THE SATRAPS AND MINISTERS OF EARTH AND AIR BE INSULTED WITH IMPUNITY?" OBSERVE NOW HOW HE INTRODUCES SERVANTS OF THE MOST HIGH--RULERS, GENERALS, GOVERNORS, AND THOSE FILLING LOWER OFFICES OF TRUST AND SERVICE--AS, AFTER THE MANNER OF MEN, INFLICTING INJURY UPON THOSE WHO INSULT THEM. FOR HE DOES NOT CONSIDER THAT A WISE MAN WOULD NOT WISH TO DO HARM TO ANY, BUT WOULD STRIVE TO THE UTMOST OF HIS POWER TO CHANGE AND AMEND THEM; UNLESS, INDEED, IT BE THAT THOSE WHOM CELSUS MAKES SERVANTS AND RULERS APPOINTED BY THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] ARE BEHIND LYCURGUS, THE LAWGIVER OF THE LACEDAEMONIANS, OR ZENO OF CITIUM. FOR WHEN LYCURGUS HAD HAD HIS EYE PUT OUT BY A MAN, HE GOT THE OFFENDER INTO HIS POWER; BUT INSTEAD OF TAKING REVENGE UPON HIM, HE CEASED NOT TO USE ALL HIS ARTS OF PERSUASION UNTIL HE INDUCED HIM TO BECOME A PHILOSOPHER. AND ZENO, ON THE OCCASION OF SOME ONE SAYING, "LET ME PERISH RATHER THAN NOT HAVE MY REVENGE ON THEE," ANSWERED HIM, "BUT RATHER LET ME PERISH IF I DO NOT MAKE A FRIEND OF THEE." AND I AM NOT YET SPEAKING OF THOSE WHOSE CHARACTERS HAVE BEEN FORMED BY THE TEACHING OF JESUS, AND WHO HAVE HEARD THE WORDS, "LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, AND PRAY FOR THEM WHICH DESPITEFULLY USE YOU, THAT YE MAY BE THE CHILDREN OF YOUR FATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN; FOR HE MAKETH HIS SUN TO RISE ON THE EVIL AND ON THE GOOD, AND SENDETH RAIN ON THE JUST AND ON THE UNJUST." AND IN THE PROPHETICAL WRITINGS THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SAYS, "O LORD MY GOD, IF I HAVE DONE THIS; IF THERE BE INIQUITY IN MY HANDS; IF I HAVE RETURNED EVIL TO THOSE WHO HAVE DONE EVIL TO ME, LET ME FALL HELPLESS UNDER MINE ENEMIES: LET MY ENEMY PERSECUTE MY SOUL, AND TAKE IT; YEA, LET HIM TREAD DOWN MY LIFE UPON THE EARTH." 
CHAP. XXXVI. 
BUT THE ANGELS, WHO ARE THE TRUE RULERS AND GENERALS AND MINISTERS OF GOD, DO NOT, AS CELSUS SUPPOSES, "INJURE THOSE WHO OFFEND THEM;" AND IF CERTAIN DEMONS, WHOM CELSUS HAD IN MIND, DO INFLICT EVILS, THEY SHOW THAT THEY ARE WICKED, AND THAT THEY HAVE RECEIVED NO OFFICE OF THE KIND FROM GOD. AND THEY EVEN DO INJURY TO THOSE WHO ARE UNDER THEM, AND WHO HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED THEM AS THEIR MASTERS; AND ACCORDINGLY, AS IT WOULD SEEM THAT THOSE WHO BREAK THROUGH THE REGULATIONS WHICH PREVAIL IN ANY COUNTRY IN REGARD TO MATTERS OF FOOD, SUFFER FOR IT IF THEY ARE UNDER THE DEMONS OF THAT PLACE, WHILE THOSE WHO ARE NOT UNDER THEM, AND HAVE NOT SUBMITTED TO THEIR POWER, ARE FREE FROM ALL HARM, AND BID DEFIANCE TO SUCH SPIRITS; ALTHOUGH IF, IN IGNORANCE OF CERTAIN THINGS, THEY HAVE COME UNDER THE POWER OF OTHER DEMONS, THEY MAY SUFFER PUNISHMENT FROM THEM. BUT THE CHRISTIAN--THE TRUE CHRISTIAN, I MEAN--WHO HAS SUBMITTED TO GOD ALONE AND HIS WORD, WILL SUFFER NOTHING FROM DEMONS, FOR HE IS MIGHTIER THAN DEMONS. AND THE CHRISTIAN WILL SUFFER NOTHING, FOR "THE ANGEL OF THE LORD WILL ENCAMP ABOUT THEM THAT FEAR HIM, AND WILL DELIVER THEM," AND HIS "ANGEL," WHO "ALWAYS BEHOLDS THE FACE OF HIS FATHER IN HEAVEN," OFFERS UP HIS PRAYERS THROUGH THE ONE HIGH PRIEST TO THE GOD OF ALL, AND ALSO JOINS HIS OWN PRAYERS WITH THOSE OF THE MAN WHO IS COMMITTED TO HIS KEEPING. LET NOT, THEN, CELSUS TRY TO SCARE US WITH THREATS OF MISCHIEF FROM DEMONS, FOR WE DESPISE THEM. AND THE DEMONS, WHEN DESPISED, CAN DO NO HARM TO THOSE WHO ARE UNDER THE PROTECTION OF HIM WHO CAN ALONE HELP ALL WHO DESERVE HIS AID; AND HE DOES NO LESS THAN SET HIS OWN ANGELS OVER HIS DEVOUT SERVANTS, SO THAT NONE OF THE HOSTILE ANGELS, NOR EVEN HE WHO IS CALLED "THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD," CAN EFFECT ANYTHING AGAINST THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN THEMSELVES TO GOD. 
CHAP. XXXVII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, CELSUS FORGETS THAT HE IS ADDRESSING CHRISTIANS, WHO PRAY TO GOD ALONE THROUGH JESUS; AND MIXING UP OTHER NOTIONS WITH THEIRS, HE ABSURDLY ATTRIBUTES THEM ALL TO CHRISTIANS. "IF," SAYS HE, "THEY WHO ARE ADDRESSED ARE CALLED UPON BY BARBAROUS NAMES, THEY WILL HAVE POWER, BUT NO LONGER WILL THEY HAVE ANY IF THEY ARE ADDRESSED IN GREEK OR LATIN." LET HIM, THEN, STATE PLAINLY WHOM WE CALL UPON FOR HELP BY BARBAROUS NAMES. ANY ONE WILL BE CONVINCED THAT THIS IS A FALSE CHARGE WHICH CELSUS BRINGS AGAINST US, WHEN HE CONSIDERS THAT CHRISTIANS IN PRAYER DO NOT EVEN USE THE PRECISE NAMES WHICH DIVINE SCRIPTURE APPLIES TO GOD; BUT THE GREEKS USE GREEK NAMES, THE ROMANS LATIN NAMES, AND EVERY ONE PRAYS AND SINGS PRAISES TO GOD AS HE BEST CAN, IN HIS MOTHER TONGUE. FOR THE LORD OF ALL THE LANGUAGES OF THE EARTH HEARS THOSE WHO PRAY TO HIM IN EACH DIFFERENT TONGUE, HEARING, IF I MAY SO SAY, BUT ONE VOICE, EXPRESSING ITSELF IN DIFFERENT DIALECTS. FOR THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] IS NOT AS ONE OF THOSE WHO SELECT ONE LANGUAGE, BARBARIAN OR GREEK, KNOWING NOTHING OF ANY OTHER, AND CARING NOTHING FOR THOSE WHO SPEAK IN OTHER TONGUES. 
CHAP. XXXVIII. 
HE NEXT REPRESENTS CHRISTIANS AS SAYING WHAT HE NEVER HEARD FROM ANY CHRISTIAN; OR IF HE DID, IT MUST HAVE BEEN FROM ONE OF THE MOST IGNORANT AND LAWLESS OF THE PEOPLE. "BEHOLD," THEY ARE MADE TO SAY, "I GO UP TO A STATUE OF JUPITER OR APOLLO, OR SOME OTHER GOD: I REVILE IT, AND BEAT IT, YET IT TAKES NO VENGEANCE ON ME." HE IS NOT AWARE THAT AMONG THE PROHIBITIONS OF THE DIVINE LAW IS THIS, "THOU SHALT NOT REVILE THE GODS," AND THIS IS INTENDED TO PREVENT THE FORMATION OF THE HABIT OF REVILING ANY ONE WHATEVER; FOR WE HAVE BEEN TAUGHT, "BLESS, AND CURSE NOT," AND IT IS SAID THAT "REVILERS SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD." AND WHO AMONGST US IS SO FOOLISH AS TO SPEAK IN THE WAY CELSUS DESCRIBES, AND TO FAIL TO SEE THAT SUCH CONTEMPTUOUS LANGUAGE CAN BE OF NO AVAIL FOR REMOVING PREVAILING NOTIONS ABOUT THE GODS? FOR IT IS MATTER OF OBSERVATION THAT THERE ARE MEN WHO UTTERLY DENY THE EXISTENCE OF A GOD OR OF AN OVERRULING PROVIDENCE, AND WHO BY THEIR IMPIOUS AND DESTRUCTIVE TEACHING HAVE FOUNDED SECTS AMONG THOSE WHO ARE CALLED PHILOSOPHERS, AND YET NEITHER THEY THEMSELVES, NOR THOSE WHO HAVE EMBRACED THEIR OPINIONS, HAVE SUFFERED ANY OF THOSE THINGS WHICH MANKIND GENERALLY ACCOUNT EVILS: THEY ARE BOTH STRONG IN BODY AND RICH IN POSSESSIONS. AND YET IF WE ASK WHAT LOSS THEY HAVE SUSTAINED, WE SHALL FIND THAT THEY HAVE SUFFERED THE MOST CERTAIN INJURY. FOR WHAT GREATER INJURY CAN BEFALL A MAN THAN THAT HE SHOULD BE UNABLE AMIDST THE ORDER OF THE WORLD TO SEE HIM WHO HAS MADE IT? AND WHAT SORER AFFLICTION CAN COME TO ANY ONE THAN THAT BLINDNESS OF MIND WHICH PREVENTS HIM FROM SEEING THE CREATOR AND FATHER OF EVERY SOUL? 
CHAP. XXXIX, 
AFTER PUTTING SUCH WORDS INTO OUR MOUTH, AND MALICIOUSLY CHARGING CHRISTIANS WITH SENTIMENTS WHICH THEY NEVER HELD, HE THEN PROCEEDS TO GIVE TO THIS SUPPOSED EXPRESSION OF CHRISTIAN FEELING AN ANSWER, WHICH IS INDEED MORE A MOCKERY THAN AN ANSWER, WHEN HE SAYS, "DO YOU NOT SEE, GOOD SIR, THAT EVEN YOUR OWN DEMON IS NOT ONLY REVILED, BUT BANISHED FROM EVERY LAND AND SEA, AND YOU YOURSELF, WHO ARE AS IT WERE AN IMAGE DEDICATED TO HIM, ARE BOUND AND LED TO PUNISHMENT, AND FASTENED TO THE STAKE, WHILST YOUR DEMON--OR, AS YOU CALL HIM, 'THE SON OF GOD'--TAKES NO VENGEANCE ON THE EVIL-DOER?" THIS ANSWER WOULD BE ADMISSIBLE IF WE EMPLOYED SUCH LANGUAGE AS HE ASCRIBES TO US; ALTHOUGH EVEN THEN HE WOULD HAVE NO RIGHT TO CALL THE SON OF GOD A DEMON. FOR AS WE HOLD THAT ALL DEMONS ARE EVIL, HE WHO TURNS SO MANY MEN TO GOD IS IN OUR VIEW NO DEMON, BUT GOD THE WORD, AND THE SON OF GOD. AND I KNOW NOT HOW CELSUS HAS SO FAR FORGOTTEN HIMSELF AS TO CALL JESUS CHRIST A DEMON, WHEN HE NOWHERE ALLUDES TO THE EXISTENCE OF ANY EVIL DEMONS. AND FINALLY, AS TO THE PUNISHMENTS THREATENED AGAINST THE UNGODLY, THESE WILL COME UPON THEM AFTER THEY HAVE REFUSED ALL REMEDIES, AND HAVE BEEN, AS WE MAY SAY, VISITED WITH AN INCURABLE MALADY OF SINFULNESS. 
CHAP. XL. 
SUCH IS OUR DOCTRINE OF PUNISHMENT; AND THE INCULCATION OF THIS DOCTRINE TURNS MANY FROM THEIR SINS. BUT LET US SEE, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHAT IS THE RESPONSE GIVEN ON THIS SUBJECT BY THE PRIEST OF JUPITER OR APOLLO OF WHOM CELSUS SPEAKS. IT IS THIS: "THE MILLS OF THE GODS GRIND SLOWLY." ANOTHER DESCRIBES PUNISHMENT AS REACHING "TO CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, AND TO THOSE WHO CAME AFTER THEM." HOW MUCH BETTER ARE THOSE WORDS OF SCRIPTURE: "THE FATHERS SHALL NOT BE PUT TO DEATH FOR THE CHILDREN, NOR THE CHILDREN FOR THE FATHERS. EVERY MAN SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH FOR HIS OWN SIN." AND AGAIN, "EVERY MAN THAT EATETH THE SOUR GRAPE, HIS TEETH SHALL BE SET ON EDGE." AND, "THE SON SHALL NOT BEAR THE INIQUITY OF THE FATHER, NEITHER SHALL THE FATHER BEAR THE INIQUITY OF THE SON: THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE UPON HIM, AND THE WICKEDNESS OF THE WICKED SHALL BE UPON HIM." IF ANY SHALL SAY THAT THE RESPONSE, "TO CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, AND TO THOSE WHO COME AFTER THEM," CORRESPONDS WITH THAT PASSAGE, "WHO VISITS THE INIQUITY OF THE FATHERS UPON THE CHILDREN UNTO THE THIRD AND FOURTH GENERATION OF THEM THAT HATE ME," LET HIM LEARN FROM EZEKIEL THAT THIS LANGUAGE IS NOT TO BE TAKEN LITERALLY; FOR HE REPROVES THOSE WHO SAY, "OUR FATHERS HAVE EATEN SOUR GRAPES, AND THE CHILDREN'S TEETH ARE SET ON EDGE," AND THEN HE ADDS, "AS I LIVE, SAITH THE LORD, EVERY ONE SHALL DIE FOR HIS OWN SIN." AS TO THE PROPER MEANING OF THE FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE ABOUT SINS BEING VISITED UNTO THE THIRD AND FOURTH GENERATION, WE CANNOT AT PRESENT STAY TO EXPLAIN. 
CHAP. XLI. 
HE THEN GOES ON TO RAIL AGAINST US AFTER THE MANNER OF OLD WIVES. "YOU," SAYS HE, "MOCK AND REVILE THE STATUES OF OUR GODS; BUT IF YOU HAD REVILED BACCHUS OR HERCULES IN PERSON, YOU WOULD NOT PERHAPS HAVE DONE SO WITH IMPUNITY. BUT THOSE WHO CRUCIFIED YOUR GOD WHEN PRESENT AMONG MEN, SUFFERED NOTHING FOR IT, EITHER AT THE TIME OR DURING THE WHOLE OF THEIR LIVES. AND WHAT NEW THING HAS THERE HAPPENED SINCE THEN TO MAKE US BELIEVE THAT HE WAS NOT AN IMPOSTOR, BUT THE SON OF GOD? AND FORSOOTH, HE WHO SENT HIS SON WITH CERTAIN INSTRUCTIONS FOR MANKIND, ALLOWED HIM TO BE THUS CRUELLY TREATED, AND HIS INSTRUCTIONS TO PERISH WITH HIM, WITHOUT EVER DURING ALL THIS LONG TIME SHOWING THE SLIGHTEST CONCERN. WHAT FATHER WAS EVER SO INHUMAN? PERHAPS, INDEED, YOU MAY SAY THAT HE SUFFERED SO MUCH, BECAUSE IT WAS HIS WISH TO BEAR WHAT CAME TO HIM. BUT IT IS OPEN TO THOSE WHOM YOU MALICIOUSLY REVILE, TO ADOPT THE SAME LANGUAGE, AND SAY THAT THEY WISH TO BE REVILED, AND THEREFORE THEY BEAR IT WITH PATIENCE; FOR IT IS BEST TO DEAL EQUALLY WITH BOTH SIDES, ALTHOUGH THESE (GODS) SEVERELY PUNISH THE SCORNER, SO THAT HE MUST EITHER FLEE AND HIDE HIMSELF, OR BE TAKEN AND PERISH." NOW TO THESE STATEMENTS I WOULD ANSWER THAT WE REVILE NO ONE, FOR WE BELIEVE THAT "REVILERS WILL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD." AND WE READ, "BLESS THEM THAT CURSE YOU; BLESS, AND CURSE NOT;" ALSO, "BEING REVILED, WE BLESS." AND EVEN ALTHOUGH THE ABUSE WHICH WE POUR UPON ANOTHER MAY SEEM TO HAVE SOME EXCUSE IN THE WRONG WHICH WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM HIM, YET SUCH ABUSE IS NOT ALLOWED BY THE WORD OF GOD. AND HOW MUCH MORE OUGHT WE TO ABSTAIN FROM REVILING OTHERS, WHEN WE CONSIDER WHAT A GREAT FOLLY IT IS! AND IT IS EQUALLY FOOLISH TO APPLY ABUSIVE LANGUAGE TO STONE OR GOLD OR SILVER, TURNED INTO WHAT IS SUPPOSED TO BE THE FORM OF GOD BY THOSE WHO HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. ACCORDINGLY, WE THROW RIDICULE NOT UPON LIFELESS IMAGES, BUT UPON THOSE ONLY WHO WORSHIP THEM. MOREOVER, IF CERTAIN DEMONS RESIDE IN CERTAIN IMAGES, AND ONE OF THEM PASSES FOR BACCHUS, ANOTHER FOR HERCULES, WE DO NOT VILIFY THEM: FOR, ON THE ONE HAND, IT WOULD BE USELESS; AND, ON THE OTHER, IT DOES NOT BECOME ONE WHO IS MEEK, AND PEACEFUL, AND GENTLE IN SPIRIT, AND WHO HAS LEARNT THAT NO ONE AMONG MEN OR DEMONS IS TO BE REVILED, HOWEVER WICKED HE MAY BE. 
CHAP. XLII. 
THERE IS AN INCONSISTENCY INTO WHICH, STRANGELY ENOUGH, CELSUS HAS FALLEN UNAWARES. THOSE DEMONS OR GODS WHOM HE EXTOLLED A LITTLE BEFORE, HE NOW SHOWS TO BE IN FACT THE VILEST OF CREATURES, PUNISHING MORE FOR THEIR OWN REVENGE THAN FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THOSE WHO REVILE THEM. HIS WORDS ARE, "IF YOU HAD REVILED BACCHUS OR HERCULES WHEN PRESENT IN PERSON, YOU WOULD NOT HAVE ESCAPED WITH IMPUNITY." HOW ANY ONE CAN HEAR WITHOUT BEING PRESENT IN PERSON, I LEAVE ANY ONE WHO WILL TO EXPLAIN; AS ALSO THOSE OTHER QUESTIONS, "WHY HE IS SOMETIMES PRESENT, AND SOMETIMES ABSENT?" AND, "WHAT IS THE BUSINESS WHICH TAKES DEMONS AWAY FROM PLACE TO PLACE?" AGAIN, WHEN HE SAYS, "THOSE WHO CRUCIFIED YOUR GOD HIMSELF, SUFFERED NO HARM FOR DOING SO," HE SUPPOSES THAT IT IS THE BODY OF JESUS EXTENDED ON THE CROSS AND SLAIN, AND NOT HIS DIVINE NATURE, THAT WE CALL GOD; AND THAT IT WAS AS GOD THAT JESUS WAS CRUCIFIED AND SLAIN. AS WE HAVE ALREADY DWELT AT LENGTH ON THE SUFFERINGS WHICH JESUS SUFFERED AS A MAN, WE SHALL. PURPOSELY SAY NO MORE HERE, THAT WE MAY NOT REPEAT WHAT WE HAVE SAID ALREADY. BUT WHEN HE GOES ON TO SAY THAT "THOSE WHO INFLICTED DEATH UPON JESUS SUFFERED NOTHING AFTERWARDS THROUGH SO LONG A TIME," WE MUST INFORM HIM, AS WELL AS ALL WHO ARE DISPOSED TO LEARN THE TRUTH, THAT THE CITY IN WHICH THE JEWISH PEOPLE CALLED FOR THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS WITH SHOUTS OF" CRUCIFY HIM, CRUCIFY HIM," PREFERRING TO HAVE THE ROBBER SET FREE, WHO HAD BEEN CAST INTO PRISON FOR SEDITION AND MURDER AND JESUS, WHO HAD BEEN DELIVERED THROUGH ENVY, TO BE CRUCIFIED,--THAT THIS CITY NOT LONG AFTERWARDS WAS ATTACKED, AND, AFTER A LONG SIEGE, WAS UTTERLY OVERTHROWN AND LAID WASTE; FOR GOD JUDGED THE INHABITANTS OF THAT PLACE UNWORTHY OF LIVING TOGETHER THE LIFE OF CITIZENS. AND YET, THOUGH IT MAY SEEM AN INCREDIBLE THING TO SAY, GOD SPARED THIS PEOPLE IN DELIVERING THEM TO THEIR ENEMIES; FOR HE SAW THAT THEY WERE INCURABLY AVERSE TO ANY AMENDMENT, AND WERE DAILY SINKING DEEPER AND DEEPER INTO EVIL. AND ALL THIS BEFELL THEM, BECAUSE THE BLOOD OF JESUS WAS SHED AT THEIR INSTIGATION AND ON THEIR LAND; AND THE LAND WAS NO LONGER ABLE TO BEAR THOSE WHO WERE GUILTY OF SO FEARFUL A CRIME AGAINST JESUS. 
CHAP. XLIII. 
SOME NEW THING, THEN, HAS COME TO PASS SINCE THE TIME THAT JESUS SUFFERED, THAT, I MEAN, WHICH HAS HAPPENED TO THE CITY, TO THE WHOLE NATION, AND IN THE SUDDEN AND GENERAL RISE OF A CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY. AND THAT, TOO, IS A NEW THING, THAT THOSE WHO WERE STRANGERS TO THE COVENANTS OF GOD, WITH NO PART IN HIS PROMISES, AND FAR FROM THE TRUTH, HAVE BY A DIVINE POWER BEEN ENABLED TO EMBRACE THE TRUTH. THESE THINGS WERE NOT THE WORK OF AN IMPOSTOR, BUT WERE THE WORK OF GOD, WHO SENT HIS WORD, JESUS CHRIST, TO MAKE KNOWN HIS PURPOSES. THE SUFFERINGS AND DEATH WHICH JESUS ENDURED WITH SUCH FORTITUDE AND MEEKNESS, SHOW THE CRUELTY AND INJUSTICE OF THOSE WHO INFLICTED THEM, BUT THEY DID NOT DESTROY THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE PURPOSES OF GOD; INDEED, IF WE MAY SO SAY, THEY SERVED RATHER TO MAKE THEM KNOWN. FOR JESUS HIMSELF TAUGHT US THIS WHEN HE SAID, "EXCEPT A GRAIN OF WHEAT FALL INTO THE GROUND AND DIE, IT ABIDETH BY ITSELF ALONE: BUT IF IT DIES, IT BRINGETH FORTH MUCH FRUIT." JESUS, THEN, WHO IS THIS GRAIN OF WHEAT, DIED, AND BROUGHT FORTH MUCH FRUIT. AND THE FATHER IS EVER LOOKING FORWARD FOR THE RESULTS OF THE DEATH OF THE GRAIN OF WHEAT, BOTH THOSE WHICH ARE ARISING NOW, AND THOSE WHICH SHALL ARISE HEREAFTER. THE FATHER OF JESUS IS THEREFORE A TENDER AND LOVING FATHER, THOUGH "HE SPARED NOT HIS OWN SON, BUT DELIVERED HIM UP" AS HIS LAMB "FOR US ALL," THAT SO "THE LAMB OF GOD," BY DYING FOR ALL MEN, MIGHT "TAKE AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD." IT WAS NOT BY COMPULSION, THEREFORE, BUT WILLINGLY, THAT HE BORE THE REPROACHES OF THOSE WHO REVILED HIM. THEN CELSUS, RETURNING TO THOSE WHO APPLY ABUSIVE LANGUAGE TO IMAGES, SAYS: "OF THOSE WHOM YOU LOAD WITH INSULTS, YOU MAY IN LIKE MANNER SAY THAT THEY VOLUNTARILY SUBMIT TO SUCH TREATMENT, AND THEREFORE THEY BEAR INSULTS WITH PATIENCE; FOR IT IS BEST TO DEAL EQUALLY WITH BOTH SIDES. YET THESE SEVERELY PUNISH THE SCORNER, SO THAT HE MUST EITHER FLEE AND HIDE HIMSELF, OR BE TAKEN AND PERISH." IT IS NOT, THEN, BECAUSE CHRISTIANS CAST INSULTS UPON DEMONS THAT THEY INCUR THEIR REVENGE, BUT BECAUSE THEY DRIVE THEM AWAY OUT OF THE IMAGES, AND FROM THE BODIES AND SOULS OF MEN. AND HERE, ALTHOUGH CELSUS PERCEIVES IT NOT, HE HAS ON THIS SUBJECT SPOKEN SOMETHING LIKE THE TRUTH; FOR IT IS TRUE THAT THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO CONDEMN CHRISTIANS, AND BETRAY THEM, AND REJOICE IN PERSECUTING THEM, ARE FILLED WITH WICKED DEMONS. 
CHAP, XLIV. 
BUT WHEN THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO DIE FOR THE CHRISTIAN FAITH DEPART FROM THE BODY WITH GREAT GLORY, THEY DESTROY THE POWER OF THE DEMONS, AND FRUSTRATE THEIR DESIGNS AGAINST MEN. WHEREFORE I IMAGINE, THAT AS THE DEMONS HAVE LEARNT FROM EXPERIENCE THAT THEY ARE DEFEATED AND OVERPOWERED BY THE MARTYRS FOR THE TRUTH, THEY ARE AFRAID TO HAVE RECOURSE AGAIN TO VIOLENCE. AND THUS, UNTIL THEY FORGET THE DEFEATS THEY HAVE SUSTAINED, IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE WORLD WILL BE AT PEACE WITH THE. CHRISTIANS. BUT WHEN THEY RECOVER THEIR POWER, AND, WITH EYES BLINDED BY SIN, WISH AGAIN TO TAKE THEIR REVENGE ON CHRISTIANS, AND PERSECUTE THEM, THEN AGAIN, THEY WILL BE DEFEATED, AND THEN AGAIN, THE SOULS OF THE GODLY, WHO LAY DOWN THEIR LIVES FOR THE CAUSE OF GODLINESS, SHALL UTTERLY DESTROY THE ARMY OF THE WICKED ONE. AND AS THE DEMONS PERCEIVE THAT THOSE WHO MEET DEATH VICTORIOUSLY FOR THE SAKE OF RELIGION DESTROY THEIR AUTHORITY, WHILE THOSE WHO GIVE WAY UNDER THEIR SUFFERINGS, AND DENY THE FAITH, COME UNDER THEIR POWER, I IMAGINE THAT AT TIMES THEY FEEL A DEEP INTEREST IN CHRISTIANS WHEN ON THEIR TRIAL, AND KEENLY STRIVE TO GAIN THEM OVER TO THEIR SIDE, FEELING AS THEY DO THAT THEIR CONFESSION IS TORTURE TO THEM, AND THEIR DENIAL IS A RELIEF AND ENCOURAGEMENT TO THEM. AND TRACES OF THE SAME FEELING MAY BE SEEN IN THE DEMEANOR OF THE JUDGES; FOR THEY ARE GREATLY DISTRESSED AT SEEING THOSE WHO BEAR OUTRAGE AND TORTURE WITH PATIENCE, BUT ARE GREATLY ELATED WHEN A CHRISTIAN GIVES WAY UNDER IT. YET IT IS FROM NO FEELING OF HUMANITY THAT THIS ARISES. THEY SEE WELL, THAT, WHILE "THE TONGUES" OF THOSE WHO ARE OVERPOWERED BY THE TORTURES "MAY TAKE THE OATH, THE MIND HAS NOT SWORN.", AND THIS MAY SERVE AS AN ANSWER TO THE REMARK OF CELSUS: "BUT THEY SEVERELY PUNISH ONE WHO REVILES THEM, SO THAT HE MUST EITHER FLEE AND HIDE HIMSELF, OR BE TAKEN AND PERISH." IF A CHRISTIAN EVER FLEES AWAY, IT IS NOT FROM FEAR, BUT IN OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMAND OF HIS MASTER, THAT SO HE MAY PRESERVE HIMSELF, AND EMPLOY HIS STRENGTH FOR THE BENEFIT OF OTHERS. 
CHAP. XLV. 
LET US SEE WHAT CELSUS NEXT GOES ON TO SAY. IT IS AS FOLLOWS: "WHAT NEED IS THERE TO COLLECT ALL THE ORACULAR RESPONSES, WHICH HAVE BEEN DELIVERED WITH A DIVINE VOICE BY PRIESTS AND PRIESTESSES, AS WALL AS BY OTHERS, WHETHER MEN OR WOMEN, WHO WERE UNDER A DIVINE INFLUENCE?--ALL THE WONDERFUL THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN HEARD ISSUING FROM THE INNER SANCTUARY?--ALL THE REVELATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE TO THOSE WHO CONSULTED THE SACRIFICIAL VICTIMS?--AND ALL THE KNOWLEDGE THAT HAS BEEN CONVEYED TO MEN BY OTHER SIGNS AND PRODIGIES? TO SOME THE GODS HAVE APPEARED IN VISIBLE FORMS. THE WORLD IS FULL OF SUCH INSTANCES. HOW MANY CITIES HAVE BEEN BUILT IN OBEDIENCE TO COMMANDS RECEIVED FROM ORACLES; HOW OFTEN, IN THE SAME WAY, DELIVERED FROM DISEASE AND FAMINE! OR AGAIN, HOW MANY CITIES, FROM DISREGARD OR FORGETFULNESS OF THESE ORACLES, HAVE PERISHED MISERABLY! HOW MANY COLONIES HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED AND MADE TO FLOURISH BY FOLLOWING THEIR ORDERS! HOW MANY PRINCES AND PRIVATE PERSONS HAVE, FROM THIS CAUSE, HAD PROSPERITY OR ADVERSITY! HOW MANY WHO MOURNED OVER THEIR CHILDLESSNESS, HAVE OBTAINED THE BLESSING THEY ASKED FOR! HOW MANY HAVE TURNED AWAY FROM THEMSELVES. THE ANGER OF DEMONS! HOW MANY WHO WERE MAIMED IN THEIR LIMBS, HAVE HAD THEM RESTORED! AND AGAIN, HOW MANY HAVE MET WITH SUMMARY PUNISHMENT FOR SHOWING WANT OF REVERENCE TO THE TEMPLES--SOME BEING INSTANTLY SEIZED WITH MADNESS, OTHERS OPENLY CONFESSING THEIR CRIMES, OTHERS HAVING PUT AN END TO THEIR LIVES, AND OTHERS HAVING BECOME THE VICTIMS OF INCURABLE MALADIES! YEA, SOME HAVE BEEN SLAIN BY A TERRIBLE VOICE ISSUING FROM THE INNER SANCTUARY." I KNOW NOT HOW IT COMES THAT CELSUS BRINGS FORWARD THESE AS UNDOUBTED FACTS, WHILST AT THE SAME TIME HE TREATS AS MERE FABLES THE WONDERS WHICH ARE RECORDED AND HANDED DOWN TO US AS HAVING HAPPENED AMONG THE JEWS, OR AS HAVING BEEN PERFORMED BY JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES. FOR WHY MAY NOT OUR ACCOUNTS BE TRUE, AND THOSE OF CELSUS FABLES AND FICTIONS? AT LEAST, THESE LATTER WERE NOT BELIEVED BY THE FOLLOWERS OF DEMOCRITUS, EPICURUS, AND ARISTOTLE, ALTHOUGH PERHAPS THESE GRECIAN SECTS WOULD HAVE BEEN CONVINCED BY THE EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT OF OUR MIRACLES, IF MOSES OR ANY OF THE PROPHETS WHO WROUGHT THESE WONDERS, OR JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF, HAD COME IN THEIR WAY. 
CHAP. XLVI. 
IT IS RELATED OF THE PRIESTESS OF APOLLO, THAT SHE AT TIMES ALLOWED HERSELF TO BE INFLUENCED IN HER ANSWERS BY BRIBES; BUT OUR PROPHETS WERE ADMIRED FOR THEIR PLAIN TRUTHFULNESS, NOT ONLY BY THEIR CONTEMPORARIES, BUT ALSO BY THOSE WHO LIVED IN LATER TIMES. FOR THROUGH THE COMMANDS PRONOUNCED BY THE PROPHET’S CITIES WERE FOUNDED, MEN WERE CURED, AND PLAGUES WERE STAYED. INDEED, THE WHOLE JEWISH RACE WENT OUT AS A COLONY FROM EGYPT TO PALESTINE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DIVINE ORACLES. THEY ALSO, WHEN THEY FOLLOWED THE COMMANDS OF GOD, WERE PROSPEROUS; WHEN THEY DEPARTED FROM THEM, THEY SUFFERED REVERSES. WHAT NEED IS THERE TO QUOTE ALL THE PRINCES AND PRIVATE PERSONS IN SCRIPTURE HISTORY WHO FARED WELL OR ILL ACCORDING AS THEY OBEYED OR DESPISED THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS? IF WE REFER TO THOSE WHO WERE UNHAPPY BECAUSE THEY WERE CHILDLESS, BUT WHO, AFTER OFFERING PRAYERS TO THE CREATOR OF ALL, BECAME FATHERS AND MOTHERS, LET ANY ONE READ THE ACCOUNTS OF ABRAHAM AND SARAH, TO WHOM AT AN ADVANCED AGE WAS BORN ISAAC, THE FATHER OF THE WHOLE JEWISH NATION: AND THERE ARE OTHER INSTANCES OF THE SAME THING. LET HIM ALSO READ THE ACCOUNT OF HEZEKIAH, WHO NOT ONLY RECOVERED FROM HIS SICKNESS, ACCORDING TO THE PREDICTION OF ISAIAH, BUT WAS ALSO BOLD ENOUGH TO SAY, "AFTERWARDS I SHALL BEGET CHILDREN, WHO SHALL DECLARE THY RIGHTEOUSNESS." AND IN THE FOURTH BOOK OF KINGS WE READ THAT THE PROPHET ELISHA MADE KNOWN TO A WOMAN WHO HAD RECEIVED HIM HOSPITABLY, THAT BY THE GRACE OF GOD SHE SHOULD HAVE A SON; AND THROUGH THE PRAYERS OF ELISHA SHE BECAME A MOTHER. THE MAIMED WERE CURED BY JESUS IN GREAT NUMBERS. AND THE BOOKS OF THE MACCABEES RELATE WHAT PUNISHMENTS WERE INFLICTED UPON THOSE WHO DARED TO PROFANE THE JEWISH SERVICE IN THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM. 
CHAP. XLVII. 
BUT THE GREEKS WILL SAY THAT THESE ACCOUNTS ARE FABULOUS, ALTHOUGH TWO WHOLE NATIONS ARE WITNESSES TO THEIR TRUTH. BUT WHY MAY WE NOT CONSIDER THE ACCOUNTS OF FIFE GREEKS AS FABULOUS RATHER THAN THOSE? PERHAPS SOME ONE, HOWEVER, WISHING NOT TO APPEAR BLINDLY TO ACCEPT HIS OWN STATEMENTS AND REJECT THOSE OF OTHERS, WOULD CONCLUDE, AFTER A CLOSE EXAMINATION OF THE MATTER, THAT THE WONDERS MENTIONED BY THE GREEKS WERE PERFORMED BY CERTAIN DEMONS; THOSE AMONG THE JEWS BY PROPHETS OR BY ANGELS, OR BY GOD THROUGH THE MEANS OF ANGELS; AND THOSE RECORDED BY CHRISTIANS BY JESUS HIMSELF, OR BY HIS POWER WORKING IN HIS APOSTLES. LET US, THEN, COMPARE ALL THESE ACCOUNTS TOGETHER; LET US EXAMINE INTO THE AIM AND PURPOSE OF THOSE WHO PERFORMED THEM; AND LET US INQUIRE WHAT EFFECT WAS PRODUCED UPON THE PERSONS ON WHOSE ACCOUNT THESE ACTS OF KINDNESS WERE PERFORMED, WHETHER BENEFICIAL OR HURTFUL, OR NEITHER THE ONE NOR THE OTHER. THE ANCIENT JEWISH PEOPLE, BEFORE THEY SINNED AGAINST GOD, AND WERE FOR THEIR GREAT WICKEDNESS CAST OFF BY HIM, MUST EVIDENTLY HAVE BEEN A PEOPLE OF GREAT WISDOM. BUT CHRISTIANS, WHO HAVE IN SO WONDERFUL A MANNER FORMED THEMSELVES INTO A COMMUNITY, APPEAR AT FIRST TO HAVE BEEN MORE INDUCED BY MIRACLES THAN BY EXHORTATIONS TO FORSAKE THE INSTITUTIONS OF THEIR FATHERS, AND TO ADOPT OTHERS WHICH WERE QUITE STRANGE TO THEM. AND INDEED, IF WE WERE TO REASON FROM WHAT IS PROBABLE AS TO THE FIRST FORMATION OF THE CHRISTIAN SOCIETY, WE SHOULD SAY THAT IT IS INCREDIBLE THAT THE APOSTLES OF JESUS CHRIST, WHO WERE UNLETTERED MEN OF HUMBLE LIFE, COULD HAVE BEEN EMBOLDENED TO PREACH CHRISTIAN TRUTH TO MEN BY ANYTHING ELSE THAN THE POWER WHICH WAS CONFERRED UPON THEM, AND THE GRACE WHICH ACCOMPANIED THEIR WORDS AND RENDERED THEM EFFECTIVE; AND THOSE WHO HEARD THEM WOULD NOT HAVE RENOUNCED THE OLD-ESTABLISHED USAGES OF THEIR FATHERS, AND BEEN INDUCED TO ADOPT NOTIONS SO DIFFERENT FROM THOSE IN WHICH THEY HAD BEEN BROUGHT UP, UNLESS THEY HAD BEEN MOVED BY SOME EXTRAORDINARY POWER, AND BY THE FORCE OF MIRACULOUS EVENTS. 
CHAP. XLVIII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, CELSUS, AFTER REFERRING TO THE ENTHUSIASM WITH WHICH MEN WILL CONTEND UNTO DEATH RATHER THAN ABJURE CHRISTIANITY, ADDS STRANGELY ENOUGH SOME REMARKS, IN WHICH HE WISHES TO SHOW THAT OUR DOCTRINES ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE DELIVERED BY THE PRIESTS AT THE CELEBRATION OF THE HEATHEN MYSTERIES. HE SAYS, "JUST AS YOU, GOOD SIR, BELIEVE IN ETERNAL PUNISHMENTS, SO ALSO DO THE PRIESTS WHO INTERPRET AND INITIATE INTO THE SACRED MYSTERIES. THE SAME PUNISHMENTS WITH WHICH YOU THREATEN OTHERS, THEY THREATEN YOU. NOW IT IS WORTHY OF EXAMINATION, WHICH OF THE TWO IS MORE FIRMLY ESTABLISHED AS TRUE; FOR BOTH PARTIES CONTEND WITH EQUAL ASSURANCE THAT THE TRUTH IS ON THEIR SIDE. BUT IF WE REQUIRE PROOFS, THE PRIESTS OF THE HEATHEN GODS PRODUCE MANY THAT ARE CLEAR AND CONVINCING, PARTLY FROM WONDERS PERFORMED BY DEMONS, AND PARTLY FROM THE ANSWERS GIVEN BY ORACLES, AND VARIOUS OTHER MODES OF DIVINATION." HE WOULD, THEN, HAVE US BELIEVE THAT WE AND THE INTERPRETERS OF THE MYSTERIES EQUALLY TEACH THE DOCTRINE OF ETERNAL PUNISHMENT, AND THAT IT IS A MATTER FOR INQUIRY ON WHICH SIDE OF THE TWO THE TRUTH LIES. NOW I SHOULD SAY THAT THE TRUTH LIES WITH THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO INDUCE THEIR HEARERS TO LIVE AS MEN WHO ARE CONVINCED OF THE TRUTH OF WHAT THEY HAVE HEARD. BUT JEWS AND CHRISTIANS HAVE BEEN THUS AFFECTED BY THE DOCTRINES THEY HOLD ABOUT WHAT WE SPEAK OF AS THE WORLD TO COME, AND THE REWARDS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, AND THE PUNISHMENTS OF THE WICKED. LET CELSUS THEN, OR ANY ONE WHO WILL, SHOW US WHO HAVE BEEN MOVED IN THIS WAY IN REGARD TO ETERNAL PUNISHMENTS BY THE TEACHING OF HEATHEN PRIESTS AND MYSTAGOGUES. FOR SURELY THE PURPOSE OF HIM WHO BROUGHT TO LIGHT THIS DOCTRINE WAS NOT ONLY TO REASON UPON THE SUBJECT OF PUNISHMENTS, AND TO STRIKE MEN WITH TERROR OF THEM, BUT TO INDUCE THOSE WHO HEARD THE TRUTH TO STRIVE WITH ALL THEIR MIGHT AGAINST THOSE SINS WHICH ARE THE CAUSES OF PUNISHMENT. AND THOSE WHO STUDY THE PROPHECIES WITH CARE, AND ARE NOT CONTENT WITH A CURSORY PERUSAL OF THE PREDICTIONS CONTAINED IN THEM, WILL FIND THEM SUCH AS TO CONVINCE THE INTELLIGENT AND SINCERE READER THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD WAS IN THOSE MEN, AND THAT WITH THEIR WRITINGS THERE IS NOTHING IN ALL THE WORKS OF DEMONS, RESPONSES OF ORACLES, OR SAYINGS OF SOOTHSAYERS, FOR ONE MOMENT TO BE COMPARED. 
CHAP. XLIX. 
LET US SEE IN WHAT TERMS CELSUS NEXT ADDRESSES US: "BESIDES, IS IT NOT MOST ABSURD AND INCONSISTENT IN YOU, ON THE ONE HAND, TO MAKE SO MUCH OF THE BODY AS YOU DO--TO EXPECT THAT THE SAME BODY WILL RISE AGAIN, AS THOUGH IT WERE THE BEST AND MOST PRECIOUS PART OF US; AND YET, ON THE OTHER, TO EXPOSE IT TO SUCH TORTURES AS THOUGH IT WERE WORTHLESS? BUT MEN WHO HOLD SUCH NOTIONS, AND ARE SO ATTACHED TO THE BODY, ARE NOT WORTHY OF BEING REASONED WITH; FOR IN THIS AND IN OTHER RESPECTS THEY SHOW THEMSELVES TO BE GROSS, IMPURE, AND BENT UPON REVOLTING WITHOUT ANY REASON FROM THE COMMON BELIEF. BUT I SHALL DIRECT MY DISCOURSE TO THOSE WHO HOPE FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF ETERNAL LIFE WITH GOD BY MEANS OF THE SOUL OR MIND, WHETHER THEY CHOOSE TO CALL IT A SPIRITUAL SUBSTANCE, AN INTELLIGENT SPIRIT, HOLY AND BLESSED, OR A LIVING SOUL, OR THE HEAVENLY AND INDESTRUCTIBLE OFFSPRING OF A DIVINE AND INCORPOREAL NATURE, OR BY WHATEVER NAME THEY DESIGNATE THE SPIRITUAL NATURE OF MAN. AND THEY ARE RIGHTLY PERSUADED THAT THOSE WHO LIVE WELL SHALL BE BLESSED, AND THE UNRIGHTEOUS SHALL ALL SUFFER EVERLASTING PUNISHMENTS. AND FROM THIS DOCTRINE NEITHER THEY NOR ANY OTHER SHOULD EVER SWERVE." NOW, AS HE HAS OFTEN ALREADY REPROACHED US FOR OUR OPINIONS ON THE RESURRECTION, AND AS WE HAVE ON THESE OCCASIONS DEFENDED OUR OPINIONS IN WHAT SEEMED TO US A REASONABLE WAY, WE DO NOT INTEND, AT EACH REPETITION OF THE ONE OBJECTION, TO GO INTO A REPETITION OF OUR DEFENSE. CELSUS MAKES AN UNFOUNDED CHARGE AGAINST US WHEN HE ASCRIBES TO US THE OPINION THAT "THERE IS NOTHING IN OUR COMPLEX NATURE BETTER OR MORE PRECIOUS THAN THE BODY;" FOR WE HOLD THAT FAR BEYOND ALL BODIES IS THE SOUL, AND ESPECIALLY THE REASONABLE SOUL; FOR IT IS THE SOUL, AND NOT THE BODY, WHICH BEARS THE LIKENESS OF THE CREATOR. FOR, ACCORDING TO US, GOD IS NOT CORPOREAL, UNLESS WE FALL INTO THE ABSURD ERRORS OF THE FOLLOWERS OF ZENO AND CHRYSIPPUS. 
CHAP. L. 
BUT SINCE HE REPROACHES US WITH TOO GREAT AN ANXIETY ABOUT THE BODY, LET HIM KNOW THAT WHEN THAT FEELING IS A WRONG ONE, WE DO NOT SHARE IN IT, AND WHEN IT IS INDIFFERENT, WE ONLY LONG FOR THAT WHICH GOD HAS PROMISED TO THE RIGHTEOUS. BUT CELSUS CONSIDERS THAT WE ARE INCONSISTENT WITH OURSELVES WHEN WE COUNT THE BODY WORTHY OF HONOUR FROM GOD, AND THEREFORE HOPE FOR ITS RESURRECTION, AND YET AT THE SAME TIME EXPOSE IT TO TORTURES AS THOUGH IT WERE NOT WORTHY OF HONOUR. BUT SURELY IT IS NOT WITHOUT HONOUR FOR THE BODY TO SUFFER FOR THE SAKE OF GODLINESS, AND TO CHOOSE AFFLICTIONS ON ACCOUNT OF VIRTUE: THE DISHONORABLE THING WOULD BE FOR IT TO WASTE ITS POWERS IN VICIOUS INDULGENCE. FOR THE DIVINE WORD SAYS: "WHAT IS AN HONOURABLE SEED? THE SEED OF MAN. WHAT IS A DISHONORABLE SEED? THE SEED OF MAN." MOREOVER, CELSUS THINKS THAT HE OUGHT NOT TO REASON WITH THOSE WHO HOPE FOR THE GOOD OF THE BODY, AS THEY ARE UNREASONABLY INTENT UPON AN OBJECT WHICH CAN NEVER SATISFY THEIR EXPECTATIONS. HE ALSO CALLS THEM GROSS AND IMPURE MEN, BENT UPON CREATING NEEDLESS DISSENSIONS. BUT SURELY, HE OUGHT, AS ONE OF SUPERIOR HUMANITY, TO ASSIST EVEN THE RUDE AND DEPRAVED. FOR SOCIETY DOES NOT EXCLUDE FROM ITS PALE THE COARSE AND UNCULTIVATED, AS IT DOES THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, BUT OUR CREATOR MADE US ON THE SAME COMMON LEVEL WITH ALL MANKIND. IT IS NOT AN UNDIGNIFIED THING, THEREFORE, TO REASON EVEN WITH THE COARSE AND UNREFINED, AND TO TRY TO BRING THEM AS FAR AS POSSIBLE TO A HIGHER STATE OF REFINEMENT--TO BRING THE IMPURE TO THE HIGHEST PRACTICABLE DEGREE OF PURITY--TO BRING THE UNREASONING MULTITUDE TO REASON, AND THE DISEASED IN MIND TO SPIRITUAL HEALTH. 
CHAP. LI 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, HE EXPRESSES HIS APPROVAL OF THOSE WHO "HOPE THAT ETERNAL LIFE SHALL BE ENJOYED WITH GOD BY THE SOUL OR MIND, OR, AS IT IS VARIOUSLY CALLED, THE SPIRITUAL NATURE, THE REASONABLE SOUL, INTELLIGENT, HOLY, AND BLESSED;" AND HE ALLOWS THE SOUNDNESS OF THE DOCTRINE, "THAT THOSE WHO HAD A GOOD LIFE SHALL BE HAPPY, AND THE UNRIGHTEOUS SHALL SUFFER ETERNAL PUNISHMENTS." AND YET I WONDER AT WHAT FOLLOWS, MORE THAN AT ANYTHING THAT CELSUS HAS EVER SAID; FOR HE ADDS, "AND FROM THIS DOCTRINE LET NOT THEM OR ANY ONE EVER SWERVES." FOR CERTAINLY IN WRITING AGAINST CHRISTIANS, THE VERY ESSENCE OF WHOSE FAITH IS GOD, AND THE PROMISES MADE BY CHRIST TO THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HIS WARNINGS OF PUNISHMENT AWAITING THE WICKED, HE MUST SEE THAT, IF A CHRISTIAN WERE BROUGHT TO RENOUNCE CHRISTIANITY BY HIS ARGUMENTS AGAINST IT, IT IS BEYOND DOUBT THAT, ALONG WITH HIS CHRISTIAN FAITH, HE WOULD CAST OFF THE VERY DOCTRINE FROM WHICH HE SAYS THAT NO CHRISTIAN AND NO MAN SHOULD EVER SWERVE. BUT I THINK CELSUS HAS BEEN FAR SURPASSED IN CONSIDERATION FOR HIS FELLOW-MEN BY CHRYSIPPUS IN HIS TREATISE, ON THE SUBJUGATION OF THE PASSIONS. FOR WHEN HE SOUGHT TO APPLY REMEDIES TO THE AFFECTIONS AND PASSIONS WHICH OPPRESS AND DISTRACT THE HUMAN SPIRIT, AFTER EMPLOYING SUCH ARGUMENTS AS SEEMED TO HIMSELF TO BE STRONG, HE DID NOT SHRINK FROM USING IN THE SECOND AND THIRD PLACE OTHERS WHICH HE DID NOT HIMSELF APPROVE OF. "FOR," SAYS HE, "IF IT WERE HELD BY ANY ONE THAT THERE ARE THREE KINDS OF GOOD, WE MUST SEEK TO REGULATE THE PASSIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THAT SUPPOSITION; AND WE MUST NOT TOO CURIOUSLY INQUIRE INTO THE OPINIONS HELD BY A PERSON AT THE TIME THAT HE IS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF PASSION, LEST, IF WE DELAY TOO LONG FOR THE PURPOSE OF OVERTHROWING THE OPINIONS BY WHICH THE MIND IS POSSESSED, THE OPPORTUNITY FOR CURING THE PASSION MAY PASS AWAY." AND HE ADDS, "THUS, SUPPOSING THAT PLEASURE WAS THE HIGHEST GOOD, OR THAT HE WAS OF THAT OPINION WHOSE MIND WAS UNDER THE DOMINION OF PASSION, WE SHOULD NOT THE LESS GIVE HIM HELP, AND SHOW THAT, EVEN ON THE PRINCIPLE THAT PLEASURE IS THE HIGHEST AND FINAL GOOD OF MAN, ALL PASSION IS DISALLOWED." AND CELSUS, IN LIKE MANNER, AFTER HAVING EMBRACED THE DOCTRINE, "THAT THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE BLESSED, AND THE WICKED SHALL SUFFER ETERNAL PUNISHMENTS," SHOULD HAVE FOLLOWED OUT HIS SUBJECT; AND, AFTER HAVING ADVANCED WHAT SEEMED TO HIM THE CHIEF ARGUMENT, HE SHOULD HAVE PROCEEDED TO PROVE AND ENFORCE BY FURTHER REASONS THE TRUTH THAT THE UNJUST SHALL SURELY SUFFER ETERNAL PUNISHMENT, AND THOSE WHO LEAD A GOOD LIFE SHALL BE BLESSED. 
CHAP. LII. 
FOR WE WHO HAVE BEEN PERSUADED BY MANY, YEA BY INNUMERABLE, ARGUMENTS TO LEAD A CHRISTIAN LIFE, ARE ESPECIALLY ANXIOUS TO BRING ALL MEN AS FAR AS POSSIBLE TO RECEIVE THE WHOLE SYSTEM OF CHRISTIAN TRUTH; BUT WHEN WE MEET WITH PERSONS WHO ARE PREJUDICED BY THE CALUMNIES THROWN OUT AGAINST CHRISTIANS, AND WHO, FROM A NOTION THAT CHRISTIANS ARE AN IMPIOUS PEOPLE, WILL NOT LISTEN TO ANY WHO OFFER TO INSTRUCT THEM IN THE PRINCIPLES OF THE DIVINE WORD, THEN, ON THE COMMON PRINCIPLES OF HUMANITY, WE ENDEAVOR TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY TO CONVINCE THEM OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE PUNISHMENT OF THE WICKED, AND TO INDUCE EVEN THOSE WHO ARE UNWILLING TO BECOME CHRISTIANS TO ACCEPT THAT TRUTH. AND WE ARE THUS ANXIOUS TO PERSUADE THEM OF THE REWARDS OF RIGHT LIVING, WHEN WE SEE THAT MANY THINGS WHICH WE TEACH ABOUT A HEALTHY MORAL LIFE ARE ALSO TAUGHT BY THE ENEMIES OF OUR FAITH. FOR YOU WILL FIND THAT THEY HAVE NOT ENTIRELY LOST THE COMMON NOTIONS OF RIGHT AND WRONG, OF GOOD AND EVIL. LET ALL MEN, THEREFORE, WHEN THEY LOOK UPON THE UNIVERSE, OBSERVE THE CONSTANT REVOLUTION OF THE UNERRING STARS, THE CONVERSE MOTION OF THE PLANETS, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ATMOSPHERE, AND ITS ADAPTATION TO THE NECESSITIES OF THE ANIMALS, AND ESPECIALLY OF MAN, WITH ALL THE INNUMERABLE CONTRIVANCES FOR THE WELL-BEING OF MANKIND; AND THEN, AFTER THUS CONSIDERING THE ORDER OF THE UNIVERSE, LET THEM BEWARE OF DOING OUGHT WHICH IS DISPLEASING TO THE CREATOR OF THIS UNIVERSE, OF THE SOUL AND ITS INTELLIGENT PRINCIPLE; AND LET THEM REST ASSURED THAT PUNISHMENT SHALL BE INFLICTED ON THE WICKED, AND REWARDS SHALL BE BESTOWED UPON THE RIGHTEOUS, BY HIM WHO DEALS WITH EVERY ONE AS HE DESERVES, AND WHO WILL PROPORTION HIS REWARDS TO THE GOOD THAT EACH HAS DONE, AND TO THE ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF THAT HE IS ABLE TO GIVE. AND LET ALL MEN KNOW THAT THE GOOD SHALL BE ADVANCED TO A HIGHER STATE, AND THAT THE WICKED SHALL BE DELIVERED OVER TO SUFFERINGS AND TORMENTS, IN PUNISHMENT OF THEIR LICENTIOUSNESS AND DEPRAVITY, THEIR COWARDICE, TIMIDITY, AND ALL THEIR FOLLIES. 
CHAP. LIII. 
HAVING SAID SO MUCH ON THIS SUBJECT, LET US PROCEED TO ANOTHER STATEMENT OF CELSUS: "SINCE MEN ARE BORN UNITED TO A BODY, WHETHER TO SUIT THE ORDER OF THE UNIVERSE, OR THAT THEY MAY IN THAT WAY SUFFER THE PUNISHMENT OF SIN; OR BECAUSE THE SOUL IS OPPRESSED BY CERTAIN PASSIONS UNTIL IT IS PURGED FROM THESE AT THE APPOINTED PERIOD OF TIME,--FOR, ACCORDING TO EMPEDOCLES, ALL MANKIND MUST BE BANISHED FROM THE ABODES OF THE BLESSED FOR 30,000 PERIODS OF TIME,--WE MUST THEREFORE BELIEVE THAT THEY ARE ENTRUSTED TO CERTAIN BEINGS AS KEEPERS OF THIS PRISON-HOUSE." YOU WILL OBSERVE THAT CELSUS, IN THESE REMARKS, SPEAKS OF SUCH WEIGHTY MATTERS IN THE LANGUAGE OF DOUBTFUL HUMAN CONJECTURE. HE ADDS ALSO VARIOUS OPINIONS AS TO THE ORIGIN OF MAN, AND SHOWS CONSIDERABLE RELUCTANCE TO SET DOWN ANY OF THESE OPINIONS AS FALSE. WHEN HE HAD ONCE COME TO THE CONCLUSION NEITHER INDISCRIMINATELY TO ACCEPT NOR RECKLESSLY TO REJECT THE OPINIONS HELD BY THE ANCIENTS, WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH THAT SAME RULE OF JUDGING, IF, WHEN HE FOUND HIMSELF NOT DISPOSED TO BELIEVE THE DOCTRINES TAUGHT BY THE JEWISH PROPHETS AND BY JESUS, AT ANY RATE TO HAVE HELD THEM AS MATTERS OPEN TO INQUIRY? AND SHOULD HE NOT HAVE CONSIDERED WHETHER IT IS VERY PROBABLE THAT A PEOPLE WHO FAITHFULLY SERVED THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], AND WHO OFTTIMES ENCOUNTERED NUMBERLESS DANGERS, AND EVEN DEATH, RATHER THAN SACRIFICE THE HONOUR OF GOD, AND WHAT THEY BELIEVED TO BE THE REVELATIONS OF HIS WILL, SHOULD HAVE BEEN WHOLLY OVERLOOKED BY GOD? SHOULD IT NOT RATHER BE THOUGHT PROBABLE THAT PEOPLE WHO DESPISED THE EFFORTS OF HUMAN ART TO REPRESENT THE DIVINE BEING, BUT STROVE RATHER TO RISE IN THOUGHT TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], SHOULD HAVE BEEN FAVOURED WITH SOME REVELATION FROM HIMSELF? BESIDES, HE OUGHT TO HAVE CONSIDERED THAT THE COMMON FATHER AND CREATOR OF ALL, WHO SEES AND HEARS ALL THINGS, AND WHO DULY ESTEEMS THE INTENTION OF EVERY MAN WHO SEEKS HIM AND DESIRES TO SERVE HIM, WILL GRANT UNTO THESE ALSO SOME OF THE BENEFITS OF HIS RULE, AND WILL GIVE THEM AN ENLARGEMENT OF THAT KNOWLEDGE OF HIMSELF WHICH HE HAS ONCE BESTOWED UPON THEM. IF THIS HAD BEEN REMEMBERED BY CELSUS AND THE OTHERS WHO HATE MOSES AND THE JEWISH PROPHETS, AND JESUS, AND HIS FAITHFUL DISCIPLES, WHO ENDURED SO MUCH FOR THE SAKE OF HIS WORD, THEY WOULD NOT THUS HAVE REVILED MOSES, AND THE PROPHETS, AND JESUS, AND HIS APOSTLES; AND THEY WOULD NOT HAVE SINGLED OUT FOR THEIR CONTEMPT THE JEWS BEYOND ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH, AND SAID THEY WERE WORSE EVEN THAN THE EGYPTIANS,--A PEOPLE WHO, EITHER FROM SUPERSTITION OR SOME OTHER FORM OF DELUSION, WENT AS FAR AS THEY COULD IN DEGRADING THE DIVINE BEING TO THE LEVEL OF BRUTE BEASTS. AND WE INVITE INQUIRY, NOT AS THOUGH WE WISHED TO LEAD ANY TO DOUBT REGARDING THE TRUTHS OF CHRISTIANITY, BUT IN ORDER TO SHOW THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR THOSE WHO IN EVERY WAY REVILE THE DOCTRINES OF CHRISTIANITY, AT ANY RATE TO SUSPEND THEIR JUDGMENT, AND NOT SO RASHLY TO STATE ABOUT JESUS AND HIS APOSTLES SUCH THINGS AS THEY DO NOT KNOW, AND AS THEY CANNOT PROVE, EITHER BY WHAT THE STOICS CALL" APPREHENSIVE PERCEPTION," OR BY ANY OTHER METHODS USED BY DIFFERENT SECTS OF PHILOSOPHERS AS CRITERIA OF TRUTH. 
CHAP. LIV. 
WHEN CELSUS ADDS, "WE MUST THEREFORE BELIEVE THAT MEN ARE ENTRUSTED TO CERTAIN BEINGS WHO ARE THE KEEPERS OF THIS PRISON-HOUSE," OUR ANSWER IS, THAT THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO ARE CALLED BY JEREMIAH "PRISONERS OF THE EARTH," WHEN EAGER IN THE PURSUIT OF VIRTUE, ARE EVEN IN THIS LIFE DELIVERED FROM THE BONDAGE OF EVIL; FOR JESUS DECLARED THIS, AS WAS FORETOLD LONG BEFORE HIS ADVENT BY THE PROPHET ISAIAH, WHEN HE SAID THAT "THE PRISONERS WOULD GO FORTH, AND THEY THAT WERE IN DARKNESS WOULD SHOW THEMSELVES." AND JESUS HIMSELF, AS ISAIAH ALSO FORETOLD OF HIM, AROSE AS "A LIGHT TO THEM THAT SAT IN DARKNESS AND IN THE SHADOW OF DEATH," SO THAT WE MAY THEREFORE SAY, "LET US BREAK THEIR BANDS ASUNDER, AND CAST THEIR CORDS FROM US." IF CELSUS, AND THOSE WHO LIKE HIM ARE OPPOSED TO US, HAD BEEN ABLE TO SOUND THE DEPTHS OF THE GOSPEL NARRATIVES, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE COUNSELLED US TO PUT OUR CONFIDENCE IN THOSE BEINGS WHOM THEY CALL "THE KEEPERS OF THE PRISON-HOUSE." IT IS WRITTEN IN THE GOSPEL THAT A WOMAN WAS BOWED TOGETHER, AND COULD IN NO WISE LIFT UP HERSELF. AND WHEN JESUS BEHELD HER, AND PERCEIVED FROM WHAT CAUSE SHE WAS BOWED TOGETHER, HE SAID, "OUGHT NOT THIS DAUGHTER OF ABRAHAM, WHOM SATAN HAS BOUND, LO, THESE EIGHTEEN YEARS, TO BE LOOSED FROM THIS BOND ON THE SABBATH DAY?" AND HOW MANY OTHERS ARE STILL BOWED DOWN AND BOUND BY SATAN, WHO HINDERS THEM FROM LOOKING UP AT ALL, AND WHO WOULD HAVE US TO LOOK DOWN ALSO! AND NO ONE CAN RAISE THEM UP, EXCEPT THE WORD, THAT CAME BY JESUS CHRIST, AND THAT AFORETIME INSPIRED THE PROPHETS: AND JESUS CAME TO RELEASE THOSE WHO WERE UNDER THE DOMINION OF THE DEVIL; AND, SPEAKING OF HIM, HE SAID WITH THAT DEPTH OF MEANING WHICH CHARACTERIZED HIS WORDS, "NOW IS THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD JUDGED." WE ARE, THEN, INDULGING IN NO BASELESS CALUMNIES AGAINST DEMONS, BUT ARE CONDEMNING THEIR AGENCY UPON EARTH AS DESTRUCTIVE TO MANKIND, AND SHOW THAT, UNDER COVER OF ORACLES AND BODILY CURES, AND SUCH OTHER MEANS, THEY ARE SEEKING TO SEPARATE FROM GOD THE SOUL WHICH HAS DESCENDED TO THIS "BODY OF HUMILIATION;" AND THOSE WHO FEEL THIS HUMILIATION EXCLAIM, "0 WRETCHED MAN THAT I AM! WHO SHALL DELIVER ME FROM THE BODY OF THIS DEATH?" IT IS NOT IN VAIN, THEREFORE, THAT WE EXPOSE OUR BODIES TO BE BEATEN AND TORTURED; FOR SURELY IT IS NOT IN VAIN FOR A MAN TO SUBMIT TO SUCH SUFFERINGS, IF BY THAT MEANS HE MAY AVOID BESTOWING THE NAME OF GODS ON THOSE EARTHLY SPIRITS THAT UNITE WITH THEIR WORSHIPPERS TO BRING HIM TO DESTRUCTION. INDEED, WE THINK IT BOTH REASONABLE IN ITSELF AND WELL-PLEASING TO GOD, TO SUFFER PAIN FOR THE SAKE OF VIRTUE, TO UNDERGO TORTURE FOR THE SAKE OF PIETY, AND EVEN TO SUFFER DEATH FOR THE SAKE OF HOLINESS; FOR "PRECIOUS IN THE SIGHT OF GOD IS THE DEATH OF HIS SAINTS;" AND WE MAINTAIN THAT TO OVERCOME THE LOVE OF LIFE IS TO ENJOY A GREAT GOOD. BUT WHEN CELSUS COMPARES US TO NOTORIOUS CRIMINALS, WHO JUSTLY SUFFER PUNISHMENT FOR THEIR CRIMES, AND DOES NOT SHRINK FROM PLACING SO LAUDABLE A PURPOSE AS THAT WHICH WE SET BEFORE US UPON THE SAME LEVEL WITH THE OBSTINACY OF CRIMINALS, HE MAKES HIMSELF THE BROTHER AND COMPANION OF THOSE WHO ACCOUNTED JESUS AMONG CRIMINALS, FULFILLING THE SCRIPTURE, WHICH SAITH, "HE WAS NUMBERED WITH TRANSGRESSORS." 
CHAP. LV. 
CELSUS GOES ON TO SAY: "THEY MUST MAKE THEIR CHOICE BETWEEN TWO ALTERNATIVES. IF THEY REFUSE TO RENDER DUE SERVICE TO THE GODS, AND TO RESPECT THOSE WHO ARE SET OVER THIS SERVICE, LET THEM NOT COME TO MANHOOD, OR MARRY WIVES, OR HAVE CHILDREN, OR INDEED TAKE ANY SHARE IN THE AFFAIRS OF LIFE; BUT LET THEM DEPART HENCE WITH ALL SPEED, AND LEAVE NO POSTERITY BEHIND THEM, THAT SUCH A RACE MAY BECOME EXTINCT FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH. OR, ON THE OTHER HAND, IF THEY WILL TAKE WIVES, AND BRING UP CHILDREN, AND TASTE OF THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH, AND PARTAKE OF ALL THE BLESSINGS OF LIFE, AND BEAR ITS APPOINTED SORROWS (FOR NATURE HERSELF HATH ALLOTTED SORROWS TO ALL MEN; FOR SORROWS MUST EXIST, AND EARTH IS THE ONLY PLACE FOR THEM), THEN MUST THEY DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF LIFE UNTIL THEY ARE RELEASED FROM ITS BONDS, AND RENDER DUE HONOUR TO THOSE BEINGS WHO CONTROL THE AFFAIRS OF THIS LIFE, IF THEY WOULD NOT SHOW THEMSELVES UNGRATEFUL TO THEM. FOR IT WOULD BE UNJUST IN THEM, AFTER RECEIVING THE GOOD THINGS WHICH THEY DISPENSE, TO PAY THEM NO TRIBUTE IN RETURN." TO THIS WE REPLY, THAT THERE APPEARS TO US TO BE NO GOOD REASON FOR OUR LEAVING THIS WORLD, EXCEPT WHEN PIETY AND VIRTUE REQUIRE IT; AS WHEN, FOR EXAMPLE, THOSE WHO ARE SET AS JUDGES, AND THINK THAT THEY HAVE POWER OVER OUR LIVES, PLACE BEFORE US THE ALTERNATIVE EITHER TO LIVE IN VIOLATION OF THE COMMANDS OF JESUS, OR TO DIE IF WE CONTINUE OBEDIENT TO THEM. BUT GOD HAS ALLOWED US TO MARRY, BECAUSE ALL ARE NOT FIT FOR THE HIGHER, THAT IS, THE PERFECTLY PURE LIFE; AND GOD WOULD HAVE US TO BRING UP ALL OUR CHILDREN, AND NOT TO DESTROY ANY OF THE OFFSPRING GIVEN US BY HIS PROVIDENCE. AND THIS DOES NOT CONFLICT WITH OUR PURPOSE NOT TO OBEY THE DEMONS THAT ARE ON THE EARTH; FOR, "BEING ARMED WITH THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD, WE STAND" AS ATHLETES OF PIETY AGAINST THE RACE OF DEMONS THAT PLOT AGAINST US. 
CHAP. LVI. 
ALTHOUGH, THEREFORE, CELSUS WOULD, IN HIS OWN WORDS, "DRIVE US WITH ALL HASTE OUT OF LIFE," SO THAT "SUCH A RACE MAY BECOME EXTINCT FROM THE EARTH;" YET WE, ALONG WITH THOSE WHO WORSHIP THE CREATOR, WILL LIVE ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF GOD, NEVER CONSENTING TO OBEY THE LAWS OF SIN. WE WILL MARRY IF WE WISH, AND BRING UP THE CHILDREN GIVEN TO US IN MARRIAGE; AND IF NEED BE, WE WILL NOT ONLY PARTAKE OF THE BLESSINGS OF LIFE, BUT BEAR ITS APPOINTED SORROWS AS A TRIAL TO OUR SOULS. FOR IN THIS WAY IS DIVINE SCRIPTURE ACCUSTOMED TO SPEAK OF HUMAN AFFLICTIONS, BY WHICH, AS GOLD IS TRIED IN THE FIRE, SO THE SPIRIT OF MAN IS TRIED, AND IS FOUND TO BE WORTHY EITHER OF CONDEMNATION OR OF PRAISE. FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH CELSUS CALLS EVILS WE ARE THEREFORE PREPARED, AND ARE READY TO SAY, "TRY ME, O LORD, AND PROVE ME; PURGE MY REINS AND MY HEART." FOR "NO ONE WILL BE CROWNED," UNLESS HERE UPON EARTH, WITH THIS BODY OF HUMILIATION, "HE STRIVES LAWFULLY." FURTHER, WE DO NOT PAY HONOURS SUPPOSED TO BE DUE TO THOSE WHOM CELSUS SPEAKS OF AS BEING SET OVER THE AFFAIRS OF THE WORLD. FOR WE WORSHIP THE LORD OUR GOD, AND HIM ONLY DO WE SERVE, AND DESIRE TO BE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST, WHO, WHEN THE DEVIL SAID TO HIM, "ALL THESE THINGS WILL I GIVE THEE IF THOU WILT FALL DOWN AND WORSHIP ME," ANSWERED HIM BY THE WORDS, "THOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD THY GOD, AND HIM ONLY SHALL THOU SERVE." WHEREFORE WE DO NOT RENDER THE HONOUR SUPPOSED TO BE DUE TO THOSE WHO. ACCORDING TO CELSUS, ARE SET OVER THE AFFAIRS OF THIS WORLD; FOR "NO MAN CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS," AND WE "CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON," WHETHER THIS NAME BE APPLIED TO ONE OR MORE. MOREOVER, IF ANY ONE "BY TRANSGRESSING THE LAW DISHONORS THE LAWGIVER," IT SEEMS CLEAR TO US THAT IF THE TWO LAWS, THE LAW OF GOD AND THE LAW OF MAMMON, ARE COMPLETELY OPPOSED TO EACH OTHER, IT IS BETTER FOR US BY TRANSGRESSING THE LAW OF MAMMON TO DISHONOR MAMMON, THAT WE MAY HONOUR GOD BY KEEPING HIS LAW, THAN BY TRANSGRESSING THE LAW OF GOD TO DISHONOR GOD, THAT BY OBEYING THE LAW OF MAMMON WE MAY HONOUR MAMMON. 
CHAP. LVII. 
CELSUS SUPPOSES THAT MEN "DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF LIFE UNTIL THEY ARE LOOSENED FROM ITS BONDS," WHEN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH COMMONLY RECEIVED CUSTOMS, THEY OFFER SACRIFICES TO EACH OF THE GODS RECOGNIZED IN THE STATE; AND HE FAILS TO PERCEIVE THE TRUE DUTY WHICH IS FULFILLED BY AN EARNEST PIETY. FOR WE SAY THAT HE TRULY DISCHARGES THE DUTIES OF LIFE WHO IS EVER MINDFUL WHO IS HIS CREATOR, AND WHAT THINGS ARE AGREEABLE TO HIM, AND WHO ACTS IN ALL THINGS SO THAT HE MAY PLEASE GOD. AGAIN, CELSUS WISHES US TO BE THANKFUL TO THESE DEMONS, IMAGINING THAT WE OWE THEM THANK-OFFERINGS. BUT WE, WHILE RECOGNIZING THE DUTY OF THANKFULNESS, MAINTAIN THAT WE SHOW NO INGRATITUDE BY REFUSING TO GIVE THANKS TO BEINGS WHO DO US NO GOOD, BUT WHO RATHER SET THEMSELVES AGAINST US WHEN WE NEITHER SACRIFICE TO THEM NOR WORSHIP THEM. WE ARE MUCH MORE CONCERNED LEST WE SHOULD BE UNGRATEFUL TO GOD, WHO HAS LOADED US WITH HIS BENEFITS, WHOSE WORKMANSHIP WE ARE, WHO CARES FOR US IN WHATEVER CONDITION WE MAY BE, AND WHO HAS GIVEN US HOPES OF THINGS BEYOND THIS PRESENT LIFE. AND WE HAVE A SYMBOL OF GRATITUDE TO GOD IN THE BREAD WHICH WE CALL THE EUCHARIST. BESIDES, AS WE HAVE SHOWN BEFORE, THE DEMONS HAVE NOT THE CONTROL OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN CREATED FOR OUR USE; WE COMMIT NO WRONG, THEREFORE, WHEN WE PARTAKE OF CREATED THINGS, AND YET REFUSE TO OFFER SACRIFICES TO BEINGS WHO HAVE NO CONCERN WITH THEM. MOREOVER, AS WE KNOW THAT IT IS NOT DEMONS, BUT ANGELS, WHO HAVE BEEN SET OVER THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH, AND OVER THE BIRTH OF ANIMALS, IT IS THE LATTER THAT WE PRAISE AND BLESS, AS HAVING BEEN APPOINTED BY GOD OVER THE THINGS NEEDFUL FOR OUR RACE; YET EVEN TO THEM WE WILL NOT GIVE THE HONOUR WHICH IS DUE TO GOD. FOR THIS WOULD NOT BE PLEASING TO GOD, NOR WOULD IT BE ANY PLEASURE TO THE ANGELS THEMSELVES TO WHOM THESE THINGS HAVE BEEN COMMITTED. INDEED, THEY ARE MUCH MORE PLEASED IF WE REFRAIN FROM OFFERING SACRIFICES TO THEM THAN IF WE OFFER THEM; FOR THEY HAVE NO DESIRE FOR THE SACRIFICIAL ODORS WHICH RISE FROM THE EARTH. 
CHAP. LVIII. 
CELSUS GOES ON TO SAY: "LET ANY ONE INQUIRES OF THE EGYPTIANS, AND HE WILL FIND THAT EVERYTHING, EVEN TO THE MOST INSIGNIFICANT, IS COMMITTED TO THE CARE OF A CERTAIN DEMON. THE BODY OF MAN IS DIVIDED INTO THIRTY-SIX PARTS, AND AS MANY DEMONS OF THE AIR ARE APPOINTED TO THE CARE OF IT, EACH HAVING CHARGE OF A DIFFERENT PART, ALTHOUGH OTHERS MAKE THE NUMBER MUCH LARGER. ALL THESE DEMONS HAVE IN THE LANGUAGE OF THAT COUNTRY DISTINCT NAMES; AS CHNOUMEN, CHNACHOUMEN, CNAT, SICAT, BIOU, EROU, EREBIOU, RAMANOR, REIANOOR, AND OTHER SUCH EGYPTIAN NAMES. MOREOVER, THEY CALL UPON THEM, AND ARE CURED OF DISEASES OF PARTICULAR PARTS OF THE BODY. WHAT, THEN, IS THERE TO PREVENT A MAN FROM GIVING HONOUR TO THESE OR TO OTHERS, IF HE WOULD RATHER BE IN HEALTH THAN BE SICK, RATHER HAVE PROSPERITY THAN ADVERSITY, AND BE FREED AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE FROM ALL PLAGUES AND TROUBLES?" IN THIS WAY, CELSUS SEEKS TO DEGRADE OUR SOULS TO THE WORSHIP OF DEMONS, UNDER THE ASSUMPTION THAT THEY HAVE POSSESSION OF OUR BODIES, AND THAT EACH ONE HAS POWER OVER A SEPARATE MEMBER. AND HE WISHES US ON THIS GROUND TO PUT CONFIDENCE IN THESE DEMONS OF WHICH HE SPEAKS, AND TO SERVE THEM, IN ORDER THAT WE MAY BE IN HEALTH RATHER THAN BE SICK, HAVE PROSPERITY RATHER THAN ADVERSITY, AND MAY AS FAR AS POSSIBLE ESCAPE ALL PLAGUES AND TROUBLES. THE HONOUR OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], WHICH CANNOT BE DIVIDED OR SHARED WITH ANOTHER, IS SO LIGHTLY ESTEEMED BY HIM, THAT HE CANNOT BELIEVE IN THE ABILITY OF GOD, IF CALLED UPON AND HIGHLY HONOURED, TO GIVE TO THOSE WHO SERVE HIM A POWER BY WHICH THEY MAY BE DEFENDED FROM THE ASSAULTS DIRECTED BY DEMONS AGAINST THE RIGHTEOUS. FOR HE HAS NEVER BEHELD THE EFFICACY OF THOSE WORDS, "IN THE NAME OF JESUS," WHEN UTTERED BY THE TRULY FAITHFUL, TO DELIVER NOT A FEW FROM DEMONS AND DEMONIACAL POSSESSIONS AND OTHER PLAGUES. 
CHAP. LIX. 
PROBABLY THOSE WHO EMBRACE THE VIEWS OF CELSUS WILL SMILE AT US WHEN WE SAY, "AT THE NAME OF JESUS EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW, OF THINGS IN HEAVEN, OF THINGS ON EARTH, AND OF THINGS UNDER THE EARTH, AND EVERY TONGUE" IS BROUGHT TO "CONFESS THAT JESUS CHRIST IS LORD, TO THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN].'' BUT ALTHOUGH THEY MAY RIDICULE SUCH A STATEMENT. YET THEY WILL RECEIVE MUCH MORE CONVINCING ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT OF IT THAN CELSUS BRINGS IN BEHALF OF CHNOUMEN, CHNACHOUMEN, CNAT, SICAT, AND THE REST OF THE EGYPTIAN CATALOGUE, WHOM HE MENTIONS AS BEING CALLED UPON, AND AS HEALING THE DISEASES OF DIFFERENT PANS OF THE HUMAN BODY. AND OBSERVE HOW, WHILE SEEKING TO TURN US AWAY FROM OUR FAITH IN THE GOD OF ALL THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, HE EXHORTS US FOR THE WELFARE OF OUR BODIES TO FAITH IN SIX-AND-THIRTY BARBAROUS DEMONS, WHOM THE EGYPTIAN MAGI ALONE CALL UPON IN SOME UNKNOWN WAY, AND PROMISE US IN RETURN GREAT BENEFITS. ACCORDING TO CELSUS, THEN, IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR US NOW TO GIVE OURSELVES UP TO MAGIC AND SORCERY THAN TO EMBRACE CHRISTIANITY, AND TO PUT OUR FAITH IN AN INNUMERABLE MULTITUDE OF DEMONS THAN IN THE ALMIGHTY, LIVING, SELF-REVEALING GOD, WHO HAS MANIFESTED HIMSELF BY HIM WHO BY HIS GREAT POWER HAS SPREAD THE TRUE PRINCIPLES OF HOLINESS AMONG ALL MEN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD; YEA, I MAY ADD WITHOUT EXAGGERATION, HE HAS GIVEN THIS KNOWLEDGE TO ALL BEINGS EVERYWHERE POSSESSED OF REASON, AND NEEDING DELIVERANCE FROM THE PLAGUE AND CORRUPTION OF SIN. 
CHAP. LX. 
CELSUS, HOWEVER, SUSPECTING THAT THE TENDENCY OF SUCH TEACHING AS HE HERE GIVES IS TO LEAD TO MAGIC, AND DREADING THAT HARM MAY ARISE FROM THESE STATEMENTS, ADDS: "CARE, HOWEVER, MUST BE TAKEN LEST ANY ONE, BY FAMILIARIZING HIS MIND WITH THESE MATTERS, SHOULD BECOME TOO MUCH ENGROSSED WITH THEM, AND LEST, THROUGH AN EXCESSIVE REGARD FOR THE BODY, HE SHOULD HAVE HIS MIND TURNED AWAY FROM HIGHER THINGS, AND ALLOW THEM TO PASS INTO OBLIVION. FOR PERHAPS WE OUGHT NOT TO DESPISE THE OPINION OF THOSE WISE MEN WHO SAY THAT MOST OF THE EARTH-DEMONS ARE TAKEN UP WITH CARNAL INDULGENCE, BLOOD, ODORS, SWEET SOUNDS, AND OTHER SUCH SENSUAL THINGS; AND THEREFORE, THEY ARE UNABLE TO DO MORE THAN HEAL THE BODY, OR FORETELL THE FORTUNES OF MEN AND CITIES, AND DO OTHER SUCH THINGS AS RELATE TO THIS MORTAL LIFE." IF THERE IS, THEN, SUCH A DANGEROUS TENDENCY IN THIS DIRECTION, AS EVEN THE ENEMY OF THE TRUTH OF GOD CONFESSES, HOW MUCH BETTER IS IT TO AVOID ALL DANGER OF GIVING OURSELVES TOO MUCH UP TO THE POWER OF SUCH DEMONS, AND OF BECOMING TURNED ASIDE FROM HIGHER THINGS, AND SUFFERING THEM TO PASS INTO OBLIVION THROUGH AN EXCESSIVE ATTENTION TO THE BODY; BY ENTRUSTING OURSELVES TO THE SUPREME GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, WHO HAS GIVEN US SUCH INSTRUCTION, AND ASKING OF HIM ALL HELP, AND THE GUARDIANSHIP OF HOLY AND GOOD ANGELS, TO DEFEND US FROM THE EARTH-SPIRITS INTENT ON LUST, AND BLOOD, AND SACRIFICIAL ODORS, AND STRANGE SOUNDS, AND OTHER SENSUAL THINGS! FOR EVEN, BY THE CONFESSION OF CELSUS, THEY CAN DO NOTHING MORE THAN CURE THE BODY. BUT, INDEED, I WOULD SAY THAT IT IS NOT CLEAR THAT THESE DEMONS, HOWEVER MUCH THEY ARE REVERENCED, CAN EVEN CURE THE BODY. BUT IN SEEKING RECOVERY FROM DISEASE, A MAN MUST EITHER FOLLOW THE INURE ORDINARY AND SIMPLE METHOD, AND HAVE RECOURSE TO MEDICAL ART; OR IF HE WOULD GO BEYOND THE COMMON METHODS ADOPTED BY MEN, HE MUST RISE TO THE HIGHER AND BETTER WAY OF SEEKING THE BLESSING OF HIM WHO IS GOD OVER ALL, THROUGH PIETY AND PRAYERS. 
CHAP. LXI. 
FOR CONSIDER WITH YOURSELF WHICH DISPOSITION OF MIND WILL BE MORE ACCEPTABLE TO THE MOST HIGH, WHOSE POWER IS SUPREME AND UNIVERSAL, AND WHO DIRECTS ALL FOR THE WELFARE OF MANKIND IN BODY, AND IN MIND, AND IN OUTWARD THINGS,--WHETHER THAT OF THE MAN WHO GIVES HIMSELF UP TO GOD IN ALL THINGS, OR THAT OF THE MAN WHO IS CURIOUSLY INQUISITIVE ABOUT THE NAMES OF DEMONS, THEIR POWERS AND AGENCY, THE INCANTATIONS, THE HERBS PROPER TO THEM, AND THE STONES WITH THE INSCRIPTIONS GRAVEN ON THEM, CORRESPONDING SYMBOLICALLY OR OTHERWISE TO THEIR TRADITIONAL SHAPES? IT IS PLAIN EVEN TO THE LEAST INTELLIGENT, THAT THE DISPOSITION OF THE MAN WHO IS SIMPLEMINDED AND NOT GIVEN TO CURIOUS INQUIRIES, BUT IN ALL THINGS DEVOTED TO THE DIVINE WILL, WILL BE MOST PLEASING TO GOD, AND TO ALL THOSE WHO ARE LIKE GOD; BUT THAT OF THE MAN WHO, FOR THE SAKE OF BODILY HEALTH, OF BODILY ENJOYMENT, AND OUTWARD PROSPERITY, BUSIES HIMSELF ABOUT THE NAMES OF DEMONS, AND INQUIRES BY WHAT INCANTATIONS HE SHALL APPEASE THEM, WILL BE CONDEMNED BY GOD AS BAD AND IMPIOUS, AND MORE AGREEABLE TO THE NATURE OF DEMONS THAN OF MEN, AND WILL BE GIVEN OVER TO BE TORN AND OTHERWISE TORMENTED BY DEMONS. FOR IT IS PROBABLE THAT THEY, AS BEING WICKED CREATURES, AND, AS CELSUS CONFESSES, ADDICTED TO BLOOD, SACRIFICIAL ODORS, SWEET SOUNDS, AND SUCH LIKE, WILL NOT KEEP THEIR MOST SOLEMN PROMISES TO THOSE WHO SUPPLY THEM WITH THESE THINGS. FOR IF OTHERS INVOKE THEIR AID AGAINST THE PERSONS WHO HAVE ALREADY CALLED UPON THEM, AND PURCHASE THEIR FAVOUR WITH A LARGER SUPPLY OF BLOOD, AND ODORS, AND SUCH OFFERINGS AS THEY REQUIRE, THEY WILL TAKE PART AGAINST THOSE WHO YESTERDAY SACRIFICED AND PRESENTED PLEASANT OFFERINGS TO THEM. 
CHAP. LXII. 
IN A FORMER PASSAGE, CELSUS HAD SPOKEN AT LENGTH ON THE SUBJECT OF ORACLES, AND HAD REFERRED US TO THEIR ANSWERS AS BEING THE VOICE OF THE GODS; BUT NOW HE MAKES AMENDS, AND CONFESSES THAT "THOSE WHO FORETELL THE FORTUNES OF MEN AND CITIES, AND CONCERN THEMSELVES ABOUT MORTAL AFFAIRS, ARE EARTH-SPIRITS, WHO ARE GIVEN UP TO FLESHLY LUST, BLOOD, ODORS, SWEET SOUNDS, AND OTHER SUCH THINGS, AND WHO ARE UNABLE TO RISE ABOVE THESE SENSUAL OBJECTS." PERHAPS, WHEN WE OPPOSED THE THEOLOGICAL TEACHING OF CELSUS IN REGARD TO ORACLES, AND THE HONOUR DONE TO THOSE CALLED GODS, SOME ONE MIGHT SUSPECT US OF IMPIETY WHEN WE ALLEGED THAT THESE WERE STRATAGEMS OF DEMONIACAL POWERS, TO DRAW MEN AWAY TO CARNAL INDULGENCE. BUT ANY WHO ENTERTAINED THIS SUSPICION AGAINST US, MAY NOW BELIEVE THAT THE STATEMENTS PUT FORTH BY CHRISTIANS WERE WELL-FOUNDED, WHEN THEY SEE THE ABOVE PASSAGE FROM THE WRITINGS OF ONE WHO IS A PROFESSED ADVERSARY OF CHRISTIANITY, BUT WHO NOW AT LENGTH WRITES AS ONE WHO HAS BEEN OVERCOME BY THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH. ALTHOUGH, THEREFORE, CELSUS SAYS THAT "WE MUST OFFER SACRIFICES TO THEM, IN SO FAR AS THEY ARE PROFITABLE TO US, FOR TO OFFER THEM INDISCRIMINATELY IS NOT ALLOWED BY REASON," YET WE ARE NOT TO OFFER SACRIFICES TO DEMONS ADDICTED TO BLOOD AND ODORS; NOR IS THE DIVINE BEING TO BE PROFANED IN OUR MINDS, BY BEING BROUGHT DOWN TO THE LEVEL OF WICKED DEMONS. IF CELSUS HAD CAREFULLY WEIGHED THE MEANING OF THE WORD "PROFITABLE," AND HAD CONSIDERED THAT THE TRITEST PROFIT LIES IN VIRTUE AND IN VIRTUOUS ACTION, HE WOULD NOT HAVE APPLIED THE PHRASE "AS FAR AS IT IS PROFITABLE" TO THE SERVICE OF SUCH DEMONS, AS HE HAS ACKNOWLEDGED THEM TO BE. IF, THEN, HEALTH OF BODY AND SUCCESS IN LIFE WERE TO COME TO US ON CONDITION OF OUR SERVING SUCH DEMONS, WE SHOULD PREFER SICKNESS AND MISFORTUNE ACCOMPANIED WITH THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF OUR BEING TRULY DEVOTED TO THE WILL OF GOD. FOR THIS IS PREFERABLE TO BEING MORTALLY DISEASED IN MIND, AND WRETCHED THROUGH BEING SEPARATE AND OUTCASTS FROM GOD, THOUGH HEALTHY IN BODY AND ABOUNDING IN EARTHLY PROSPERITY. AND WE WOULD RATHER GO FOR HELP TO ONE WHO SEEKS NOTHING WHATEVER BUT THE WELL-BEING OF MEN AND OF ALL RATIONAL CREATURES, THAN TO THOSE WHO DELIGHT IN BLOOD AND SACRIFICIAL ODORS. 
CHAP. LXIII. 
AFTER HAVING SAID SO MUCH OF THE DEMONS, AND OF THEIR FONDNESS FOR BLOOD AND THE ODOR OF SACRIFICES, CELSUS ADDS, AS THOUGH WISHING TO RETRACT THE CHARGE HE HAD MADE: "THE MORE JUST OPINION IS, THAT DEMONS DESIRE NOTHING AND NEED NOTHING, BUT THAT THEY TAKE PLEASURE IN THOSE WHO DISCHARGE TOWARDS THEM OFFICES OF PIETY." IF CELSUS BELIEVED THIS TO BE TRUE, HE SHOULD HAVE SAID SO, INSTEAD OF MAKING HIS PREVIOUS STATEMENTS. BUT, INDEED, HUMAN NATURE IS NEVER UTTERLY FORSAKEN BY GOD AND HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, THE TRUTH. WHEREFORE EVEN CELSUS SPOKE THE TRUTH WHEN HE MADE THE DEMONS TAKE PLEASURE IN THE BLOOD AND SMOKE OF VICTIMS; ALTHOUGH, BY THE FORCE OF HIS OWN EVIL NATURE, HE FALLS BACK INTO HIS ERRORS, AND COMPARES DEMONS WITH MEN WHO RIGOROUSLY DISCHARGE EVERY DUTY, EVEN TO THOSE WHO SHOW NO GRATITUDE; WHILE TO THOSE WHO ARE GRATEFUL, THEY ABOUND IN ACTS OF KINDNESS. HERE CELSUS APPEARS TO ME TO GET INTO CONFUSION. AT ONE TIME HIS JUDGMENT IS DARKENED BY THE INFLUENCE OF DEMONS, AND AT ANOTHER HE RECOVERS FROM THEIR DELUDING POWER, AND GETS SOME GLIMPSES OF THE TRUTH. FOR AGAIN HE ADDS: "WE MUST NEVER M ANY WAY LOSES OUR HOLD OF GOD, WHETHER BY DAY OR BY NIGHT, WHETHER IN PUBLIC OR IN SECRET, WHETHER IN WORD OR IN DEED, BUT IN WHATEVER WE DO, OR ABSTAIN FROM DOING." THAT IS, AS I UNDERSTAND IT, WHATEVER WE DO IN PUBLIC, IN ALL OUR ACTIONS, IN ALL OUR WORDS, "LET THE SOUL BE CONSTANTLY FIXED UPON GOD." AND YET AGAIN, AS THOUGH, AFTER STRUGGLING IN ARGUMENT AGAINST THE INSANE INSPIRATIONS OF DEMONS, HE WAS COMPLETELY OVERCOME BY THEM, HE ADDS: "IF THIS IS THE CASE, WHAT HARM IS THERE IN GAINING THE FAVOUR OF THE RULERS OF THE EARTH, WHETHER OF A NATURE DIFFERENT FROM OURS, OR HUMAN PRINCES AND KINGS? FOR THESE HAVE GAINED THEIR DIGNITY THROUGH THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF DEMONS." IN A FORMER PART, CELSUS DID HIS UTMOST TO DEBASE OUR SOULS TO THE WORSHIP OF DEMONS; AND NOW HE WISHES US TO SEEK THE FAVOUR OF KINGS AND PRINCES, OF WHOM, AS THE WORLD AND ALL HISTORY ARE FULL OF THEM. I DO NOT CONSIDER IT NECESSARY TO QUOTE EXAMPLES. 
CHAP. LXIV. 
THERE IS THEREFORE ONE WHOSE FAVOUR WE SHOULD SEEK, AND TO WHOM WE OUGHT TO PRAY THAT HE WOULD BE GRACIOUS TO US--THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], WHOSE FAVOUR IS GAINED BY PIETY AND THE PRACTICE OF EVERY VIRTUE. AND IF HE WOULD HAVE US TO SEEK THE FAVOUR OF OTHERS AFTER THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], LET HIM CONSIDER THAT, AS THE MOTION OF THE SHADOW FOLLOWS THAT OF THE BODY WHICH CASTS IT, SO IN LIKE MANNER IT FOLLOWS, THAT WHEN WE HAVE THE FAVOUR OF GOD, WE HAVE ALSO THE GOOD-WILL OF ALL ANGELS AND SPIRITS WHO ARE FRIENDS OF GOD. FOR THEY KNOW WHO ARE WORTHY OF THE DIVINE APPROVAL, AND THEY ARE NOT ONLY WELL DISPOSED TO THEM, BUT THEY CO-OPERATE WITH THEM IN THEIR ENDEAVORS TO PLEASE GOD: THEY SEEK HIS FAVOUR ON THEIR BEHALF; WITH THEIR PRAYERS THEY JOIN THEIR OWN PRAYERS AND INTERCESSIONS FOR THEM. WE MAY INDEED BOLDLY SAY, THAT MEN WHO ASPIRE AFTER BETTER THINGS HAVE, WHEN THEY PRAY TO GOD, TENS OF THOUSANDS OF SACRED POWERS UPON THEIR SIDE. THESE, EVEN WHEN NOT ASKED, PRAY WITH THEM, THEY BRING SUCCOUR TO OUR MORTAL RACE, AND IF I MAY SO SAY, TAKE UP ARMS ALONGSIDE OF IT: FOR THEY SEE DEMONS WARRING AND FIGHTING MOST KEENLY AGAINST THE SALVATION OF THOSE WHO DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO GOD, AND DESPISE THE HOSTILITY OF DEMONS; THEY SEE THEM SAVAGE IN THEIR HATRED OF THE MAN WHO REFUSES TO SERVE THEM WITH THE BLOOD AND FUMES OF SACRIFICES, BUT RATHER STRIVES IN EVERY WAY, BY WORD AND DEED, TO BE IN PEACE AND UNION WITH THE MOST HIGH THROUGH JESUS, WHO PUT TO FLIGHT MULTITUDES OF DEMONS WHEN HE WENT ABOUT "HEATING,'' AND DELIVERING "ALL WHO WERE OPPRESSED BY THE DEVIL." 
CHAP. LXV. 
MOREOVER, WE ARE TO DESPISE INGRATIATING OURSELVES WITH KINGS OR ANY OTHER MEN, NOT ONLY IF THEIR FAVOUR IS TO BE WON BY MURDERS, LICENTIOUSNESS, OR DEEDS OF CRUELTY, BUT EVEN IF IT INVOLVES IMPIETY TOWARDS GOD, OR ANY SERVILE EXPRESSIONS OF FLATTERY AND OBSEQUIOUSNESS, WHICH THINGS ARE UNWORTHY OF BRAVE AND HIGH-PRINCIPLED MEN, WHO AIM AT JOINING WITH THEIR OTHER VIRTUES THAT HIGHEST OF VIRTUES, PATIENCE AND FORTITUDE. BUT WHILST WE DO NOTHING WHICH IS CONTRARY TO THE LAW AND WORD OF GOD, WE ARE NOT SO MAD AS TO 'STIR UP AGAINST US THE WRATH OF KINGS AND PRINCES, WHICH WILL BRING UPON US SUFFERINGS AND TORTURES, OR EVEN DEATH. FOR WE READ: "LET EVERY SOUL BE SUBJECT UNTO THE HIGHER POWERS. FOR THERE IS NO POWER BUT OF GOD: THE POWERS THAT BE ARE ORDAINED OF GOD. WHOSOEVER THEREFORE RESISTETH THE POWER, RESISTETH THE ORDINANCE OF GOD." THESE WORDS WE HAVE IN OUR EXPOSITION OF THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, EXPLAINED AT LENGTH, AND WITH VARIOUS APPLICATIONS; BUT FOR THE PRESENT WE HAVE TAKEN THEM IN THEIR MORE OBVIOUS AND GENERALLY RECEIVED ACCEPTATION, TO MEET THE SAYING OF CELSUS, THAT "IT IS NOT WITHOUT THE POWER OF DEMONS THAT KINGS HAVE BEEN RAISED TO THEIR REGAL DIGNITY." HERE MUCH MIGHT BE SAID ON THE CONSTITUTION OF KINGS AND RULERS, FOR THE SUBJECT IS A WIDE ONE, EMBRACING SUCH RULERS AS REIGN CRUELLY AND TYRANNICALLY, AND SUCH AS MAKE THE KINGLY OFFICE THE MEANS OF INDULGING IN LUXURY AND SINFUL PLEASURES. WE SHALL THEREFORE, FOR THE PRESENT, PASS OVER THE FULL CONSIDERATION OF THIS SUBJECT. WE WILL, HOWEVER, NEVER SWEAR BY "THE FORTUNE OF THE KING," NOR BY OUGHT ELSE THAT IS CONSIDERED EQUIVALENT TO GOD. FOR IF THE WORD "FORTUNE" IS NOTHING BUT AN EXPRESSION FOR THE UNCERTAIN COURSE OF EVENTS, AS SOME SAY, ALTHOUGH THEY SEEM NOT TO BE AGREED, WE DO NOT SWEAR BY THAT AS GOD WHICH HAS NO EXISTENCE, AS THOUGH IT DID REALLY EXIST AND WAS ABLE TO DO SOMETHING, LEST WE SHOULD BIND OURSELVES BY AN OATH TO THINGS WHICH HAVE NO EXISTENCE. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND (AS IS THOUGHT BY OTHERS, WHO SAY THAT TO SWEAR BY THE FORTUNE OF THE KING OF THE ROMANS IS TO SWEAR BY HIS DEMON), WHAT IS CALLED THE FORTUNE OF THE KING IS IN THE POWER OF DEMONS, THEN IN THAT CASE WE MUST DIE SOONER THAN SWEAR BY A WICKED AND TREACHEROUS DEMON, THAT OFTTIMES SINS ALONG WITH THE MAN OF WHOM IT GAINS POSSESSION, AND SINS EVEN MORE THAN HE. 
CHAP. LXVI. 
THEN CELSUS, FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF THOSE WHO ARE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DEMONS--AT ONE TIME RECOVERING, AT ANOTHER RELAPSING, AS THOUGH HE WERE AGAIN BECOMING SENSIBLE--SAYS: "IF, HOWEVER, ANY WORSHIPPER OF GOD SHOULD BE ORDERED TO DO ANYTHING IMPIOUS, OR TO SAY ANYTHING BASE, SUCH A COMMAND SHOULD IN NO WISE BE REGARDED; BUT WE MUST ENCOUNTER ALL KINDS OF TORMENT, OR SUBMIT TO ANY KIND OF DEATH, RATHER THAN SAY OR EVEN THINK ANYTHING UNWORTHY OF GOD." AGAIN, HOWEVER, FROM IGNORANCE OF OUR PRINCIPLES, AND IN ENTIRE CONFUSION OF THOUGHT, HE SAYS: "BUT IF ANY ONE COMMANDS YOU TO CELEBRATE THE SUN, OR TO SING A JOYFUL TRIUMPHAL SONG IN PRAISE OF MINERVA, YOU WILL BY CELEBRATING THEIR PRAISES SEEM TO RENDER THE HIGHER PRAISE TO GOD; FOR PIETY, IN EXTENDING TO ALL THINGS, BECOMES MORE PERFECT." TO THIS OUR ANSWER IS, THAT WE DO NOT WAIT FOR ANY COMMAND TO CELEBRATE THE PRAISES OF THE SUN; FOR WE HAVE BEEN TAUGHT TO SPEAK WELL NOT ONLY OF THOSE CREATURES THAT ARE OBEDIENT TO THE WILL OF GOD, BUT EVEN OF OUR ENEMIES. WE THEREFORE PRAISE THE SUN AS THE GLORIOUS WORKMANSHIP OF GOD, WHICH OBEYS HIS LAWS AND HEARKENS TO THE CALL, "PRAISE THE LORD, SUN AND MOON," AND WITH ALL YOUR POWERS SHOW FORTH THE PRAISES OF THE FATHER AND CREATOR OF ALL. MINERVA, HOWEVER, WHOM CELSUS CLASSES WITH THE SUN, IS THE SUBJECT OF VARIOUS GRECIAN MYTHS, WHETHER THESE CONTAIN ANY HIDDEN MEANING OR NOT. THEY SAY THAT MINERVA SPRANG FULLY ARMED FROM THE BRAIN OF JUPITER; THAT WHEN SHE WAS PURSUED BY VULCAN, SHE FLED FROM HIM TO PRESERVE HER HONOUR; AND THAT FROM THE SEED WHICH FELL TO THE GROUND IN THE HEAT OF VULCAN'S PASSION, THERE GREW A CHILD WHOM MINERVA BROUGHT UP AND CALLED ERICHTHONIUS, "THAT OWED HIS NURTURE TO THE BLUE-EYED MAID, BUT FROM THE TEEMING FURROW TOOK HIS BIRTH, THE MIGHTY OFFSPRING OF THE FOODFUL EARTH." IT IS THEREFORE EVIDENT, THAT IF WE ADMIT MINERVA THE DAUGHTER OF JUPITER, WE MUST ALSO ADMIT MANY FABLES AND FICTIONS WHICH CAN BE ALLOWED BY NO ONE WHO DISCARDS FABLES AND SEEKS AFTER TRUTH. 
CHAP. LXVII. 
AND TO REGARD THESE MYTHS IN A FIGURATIVE SENSE, AND CONSIDER MINERVA AS REPRESENTING PRUDENCE, LET ANY ONE SHOW WHAT WERE THE ACTUAL FACTS OF HER HISTORY, UPON WHICH THIS ALLEGORY IS BASED. FOR, SUPPOSING HONOUR WAS GIVEN TO MINERVA AS HAVING BEEN A WOMAN OF ANCIENT TIMES, BY THOSE WHO INSTITUTED MYSTERIES AND CEREMONIES FOR THEIR FOLLOWERS, AND WHO WISHED HER NAME TO BE CELEBRATED AS THAT OF A GODDESS, MUCH MORE ARE WE FORBIDDEN TO PAY DIVINE HONOURS TO MINERVA, IF WE ARE NOT PERMITTED TO WORSHIP SO GLORIOUS AN OBJECT AS THE SUN, ALTHOUGH WE MAY CELEBRATE ITS GLORY. CELSUS, INDEED, SAYS THAT "WE SEEM TO DO THE GREATER HONOUR TO THE GREAT GOD WHEN WE SING HYMNS IN HONOUR OF THE SUN AND MINERVA;" BUT WE KNOW IT TO BE THE OPPOSITE OF THAT. FOR WE SING HYMNS TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] ALONE, AND HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN, WHO IS THE WORD AND GOD; AND WE PRAISE GOD AND HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN, AS DO ALSO THE SUN, THE MOON, THE STARS, AND ALL THE HOST OF HEAVEN. FOR THESE ALL FORM A DIVINE CHORUS, AND UNITE WITH THE JUST AMONG MEN IN CELEBRATING THE PRAISES OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] AND HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN. WE HAVE ALREADY SAID THAT WE MUST NOT SWEAR BY A HUMAN KING, OR BY WHAT IS CALLED "THE FORTUNE OF THE KING." IT IS THEREFORE UNNECESSARY FOR US AGAIN TO REFUTE THESE STATEMENTS: "IF YOU ARE COMMANDED TO SWEAR BY A HUMAN KING, THERE IS NOTHING WRONG IN THAT. FOR TO HIM HAS BEEN GIVEN WHATEVER THERE IS UPON EARTH; AND WHATEVER YOU RECEIVE IN THIS LIFE, YOU RECEIVE FROM HIM." WE DENY, HOWEVER, THAT ALL THINGS WHICH ARE ON THE EARTH HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO THE KING, OR THAT WHATEVER WE RECEIVE IN THIS LIFE WE RECEIVE FROM HIM. FOR WHATEVER WE RECEIVE RIGHTLY AND HONORABLY WE RECEIVE FROM GOD, AND BY HIS PROVIDENCE, AS RIPE FRUITS, AND "CORN WHICH STRENGTHENED MAN'S HEART, AND THE PLEASANT VINE, AND WINE WHICH REJOICETH THE HEART OF MAN." AND MOREOVER, THE FRUIT OF THE OLIVE-TREE, TO MAKE HIS FACE TO SHINE, WE HAVE FROM THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD. 
CHAP. LXVIII. 
CELSUS GOES ON TO SAY: "WE MUST NOT DISOBEY THE ANCIENT WRITER, WHO SAID LONG AGO, 'LET ONE BE KING, WHOM THE SON OF CRAFTY SATURN APPOINTED;'" AND ADDS: "IF YOU SET ASIDE THIS MAXIM, YOU WILL DESERVEDLY SUFFER FOR IT AT THE HANDS OF THE KING. FOR IF ALL WERE TO DO THE SAME AS YOU, THERE WOULD BE NOTHING TO PREVENT HIS BEING LEFT IN UTTER SOLITUDE AND DESERTION, AND THE AFFAIRS OF THE EARTH WOULD FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE WILDEST AND MOST LAWLESS BARBARIANS; AND THEN THERE WOULD NO LONGER REMAIN AMONG MEN ANY OF THE GLORY OF YOUR RELIGION OR OF THE TRUE WISDOM." IF, THEN, "THERE SHALL BE ONE LORD, ONE KING," HE MUST BE, NOT THE MAN "WHOM THE SON OF CRAFTY SATURN APPOINTED," BUT THE MAN TO WHOM HE GAVE THE POWER, WHO "REMOVETH KINGS AND SETTETH UP KINGS," AND WHO "RAISETH UP THE USEFUL MAN IN TIME OF NEED UPON EARTH." FOR KINGS ARE NOT APPOINTED BY THAT SON OF SATURN, WHO, ACCORDING TO GRECIAN FABLE, HURLED HIS FATHER FROM HIS THRONE, AND SENT HIM DOWN TO TARTARUS (WHATEVER INTERPRETATION MAY BE GIVEN TO THIS ALLEGORY), BUT BY GOD, WHO GOVERNS ALL THINGS, AND WHO WISELY ARRANGES WHATEVER BELONGS TO THE APPOINTMENT OF KINGS. WE THEREFORE DO SET ASIDE THE MAXIM CONTAINED IN THE LINE, "WHOM THE SON OF CRAFTY SATURN APPOINTED;" FOR WE KNOW THAT NO GOD OR FATHER OF A GOD EVER DEVISES ANYTHING CROOKED OR CRAFTY. BUT WE ARE FAR FROM SETTING ASIDE THE NOTION OF A PROVIDENCE, AND OF THINGS HAPPENING DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY THROUGH THE AGENCY OF PROVIDENCE. AND THE KING WILL NOT "INFLICT DESERVED PUNISHMENT" UPON US, IF WE SAY THAT NOT THE SON OF CRAFTY SATURN GAVE HIM HIS KINGDOM, BUT HE WHO "REMOVETH AND SETTETH UP KINGS." AND WOULD THAT ALL WERE TO FOLLOW MY EXAMPLE IN REJECTING THE MAXIM OF HOMER, MAINTAINING THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF THE KINGDOM, AND OBSERVING THE PRECEPT TO HONOUR THE KING! IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES THE KING WILL NOT "BE LEFT IN UTTER SOLITUDE AND DESERTION," NEITHER WILL "THE AFFAIRS OF THE WORLD FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE MOST IMPIOUS AND WILD BARBARIANS." FOR IF, IN THE WORDS OF CELSUS," THEY DO AS I DO," THEN IT IS EVIDENT THAT EVEN THE BARBARIANS, WHEN THEY YIELD OBEDIENCE TO THE WORD OF GOD, WILL BECOME MOST OBEDIENT TO THE LAW, AND MOST HUMANE; AND EVERY FORM OF WORSHIP WILL BE DESTROYED EXCEPT THE RELIGION OF CHRIST, WHICH WILL ALONE PREVAIL. AND INDEED, IT WILL ONE DAY TRIUMPH, AS ITS PRINCIPLES TAKE POSSESSION OF THE MINDS OF MEN MORE AND MORE EVERY DAY. 
CHAP. LXIX. 
CELSUS, THEN, AS IF NOT OBSERVING THAT HE WAS SAYING ANYTHING INCONSISTENT WITH THE WORDS HE HAD JUST USED, "IF ALL WERE TO DO THE SAME AS YOU," ADDS: "YOU SURELY DO NOT SAY THAT IF THE ROMANS WERE, IN COMPLIANCE WITH YOUR WISH, TO NEGLECT THEIR CUSTOMARY DUTIES TO GODS AND MEN, AND WERE TO WORSHIP THE MOST HIGH, OR WHATEVER YOU PLEASE TO CALL HIM, THAT HE WILL COME DOWN AND FIGHT FOR THEM, SO THAT THEY SHALL NEED NO OTHER HELP THAN HIS. FOR THIS SAME GOD, AS YOURSELVES SAY, PROMISED OF OLD THIS AND MUCH MORE TO THOSE WHO SERVED HIM, AND SEE IN WHAT WAY HE HAS HELPED THEM AND YOU! THEY, IN PLACE OF BEING MASTERS OF THE WHOLE WORLD, ARE LEFT WITH NOT SO MUCH AS A PATCH OF GROUND OR A HOME; AND AS FOR YOU, IF ANY OF YOU TRANSGRESSES EVEN IN SECRET, HE IS SOUGHT OUT AND PUNISHED WITH DEATH." AS THE QUESTION STARTED IS, "WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF THE ROMANS WERE PERSUADED TO ADOPT THE PRINCIPLES OF THE CHRISTIANS, TO DESPISE THE DUTIES PAID TO THE RECOGNIZED GODS AND TO MEN, AND TO WORSHIP THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]?" THIS IS MY ANSWER TO THE QUESTION. WE SAY THAT "IF TWO" OF US "SHALL AGREE ON EARTH AS TOUCHING ANYTHING THAT THEY SHALL ASK, IT SHALL BE DONE FOR THEM OF THE FATHER" OF THE JUST, "WHICH IS IN HEAVEN;" FOR GOD REJOICES IN THE AGREEMENT OF RATIONAL BEINGS, AND TURNS AWAY FROM DISCORD. AND WHAT ARE WE TO EXPECT, IF NOT ONLY A VERY FEW AGREE, AS AT PRESENT, BUT THE WHOLE OF THE EMPIRE OF ROME? FOR THEY WILL PRAY TO THE WORD, WHO OF OLD SAID TO THE HEBREWS, WHEN THEY WERE PURSUED BY THE EGYPTIANS, "THE LORD SHALL FIGHT FOR YOU, AND YE SHALL HOLD YOUR PEACE;" AND IF THEY ALL UNITE IN PRAYER WITH ONE ACCORD, THEY WILL BE ABLE TO PUT TO FLIGHT FAR MORE ENEMIES THAN THOSE WHO WERE DISCOMFITED BY THE PRAYER OF MOSES WHEN HE CRIED TO THE LORD, AND OF THOSE WHO PRAYED WITH HIM. NOW, IF WHAT GOD PROMISED TO THOSE WHO KEEP HIS LAW HAS NOT COME TO PASS, THE REASON OF ITS NONFULFILLMENT IS NOT TO BE ASCRIBED TO THE UNFAITHFULNESS OF GOD. BUT HE HAD MADE THE FULFILMENT OF HIS PROMISES TO DEPEND ON CERTAIN CONDITIONS, NAMELY, THAT THEY SHOULD OBSERVE AND LIVE ACCORDING TO HIS LAW; AND IF THE JEWS BARE NOT A PLOT OF GROUND NOR A HABITATION LEFT TO THEM, ALTHOUGH THEY HAD RECEIVED THESE CONDITIONAL PROMISES, THE ENTIRE BLAME IS TO BE LAID UPON THEIR CRIMES, AND ESPECIALLY UPON THEIR GUILT IN THE TREATMENT OF JESUS. 
CHAP. LXX. 
BUT IF ALL THE ROMANS, ACCORDING TO THE SUPPOSITION OF CELSUS, EMBRACE THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, THEY WILL, WHEN THEY PRAY, OVERCOME THEIR ENEMIES; OR RATHER, THEY WILL NOT WAR AT ALL, BEING GUARDED BY THAT DIVINE POWER WHICH PROMISED TO SAVE FIVE ENTIRE CITIES FOR THE SAKE OF FIFTY JUST PERSONS. FOR MEN OF GOD ARE ASSUREDLY THE SALT OF THE EARTH: THEY PRESERVE THE ORDER OF THE WORLD; AND SOCIETY IS HELD TOGETHER AS LONG AS THE SALT IS UNCORRUPTED: FOR "IF THE SALT HAVE LOST ITS SAVOUR, IT IS NEITHER FIT FOR THE LAND NOR FOR THE DUNGHILL; BUT IT SHALL BE CAST OUT, AND TRODDEN UNDER FOOT OF MEN. HE THAT HATH EARS, LET HIM HEAR" THE MEANING OF THESE WORDS, WHEN GOD GIVES TO THE TEMPTER PERMISSION TO PERSECUTE US, THEN WE SUFFER PERSECUTION; AND WHEN GOD WISHES US TO BE FREE FROM SUFFERING, EVEN IN THE MIDST OF A WORLD THAT HATES US, WE ENJOY A WONDERFUL PEACE, TRUSTING IN THE PROTECTION OF HIM WHO SAID, "BE OF GOOD CHEER, I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD." AND TRULY HE HAS OVERCOME THE WORLD. WHEREFORE THE WORLD PREVAILS ONLY SO LONG AS IT IS THE PLEASURE OF HIM WHO RECEIVED FROM THE FATHER POWER TO OVERCOME THE WORLD; AND FROM HIS VICTORY WE TAKE COURAGE. SHOULD HE EVEN WISH US AGAIN TO CONTEND AND STRUGGLE FOR OUR RELIGION, LET THE ENEMY COME AGAINST US, AND WE WILL SAY TO THEM, "I CAN DO ALL THINGS, THROUGH CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD, WHICH STRENGTHENETH ME." FOR OF "TWO SPARROWS WHICH ARE SOLD FOR A FARTHING," AS THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, "NOT ONE OF THEM FALLS ON THE GROUND WITHOUT OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN." AND SO COMPLETELY DOES THE DIVINE PROVIDENCE EMBRACE ALL THINGS, THAT NOT EVEN THE HAIRS OF OUR HEAD FAIL TO BE NUMBERED BY HIM. 
CHAP. LXXI. 
CELSUS AGAIN, AS IS USUAL WITH HIM, GETS CONFUSED, AND ATTRIBUTES TO US THINGS WHICH NONE OF US HAVE EVER WRITTEN. HIS WORDS ARE: "SURELY IT IS INTOLERABLE FOR YOU TO SAY, THAT IF OUR PRESENT RULERS, ON EMBRACING YOUR OPINIONS, ARE TAKEN BY THE ENEMY, YOU WILL STILL BE ABLE TO PERSUADE THOSE WHO RULE AFTER THEM; AND AFTER THESE HAVE BEEN TAKEN YOU WILL PERSUADE THEIR SUCCESSORS AND SO ON, UNTIL AT LENGTH, WHEN ALL WHO HAVE YIELDED TO YOUR PERSUASION HAVE BEEN TAKEN SOME PRUDENT RULER SHALL ARISE, WITH A FORESIGHT OF WHAT IS IMPENDING, AND HE WILL DESTROY YOU ALL UTTERLY BEFORE HE HIMSELF PERISHES." THERE IS NO NEED OF ANY ANSWER TO THESE ALLEGATIONS: FOR NONE OF US SAYS OF OUR PRESENT RULERS, THAT IF THEY EMBRACE OUR OPINIONS, AND ARE TAKEN BY THE ENEMY, WE SHALL BE ABLE TO PERSUADE THEIR SUCCESSORS; AND WHEN THESE ARE TAKEN, THOSE WHO COME AFTER THEM, AND SO ON IN SUCCESSION. BUT ON WHAT DOES HE GROUND THE ASSERTION, THAT WHEN A SUCCESSION OF THOSE WHO HAVE YIELDED TO OUR PERSUASION HAVE BEEN TAKEN BECAUSE THEY DID NOT DRIVE BACK THE ENEMY, SOME PRUDENT RULER SHALL ARISE, WITH A FORESIGHT OF WHAT IS IMPENDING, WHO SHALL UTTERLY DESTROY US? BUT HERE HE SEEMS TO ME TO DELIGHT IN INVENTING AND UTTERING THE WILDEST NONSENSE. 
CHAP. LXXII. 
AFTERWARDS HE SAYS: "IF IT WERE POSSIBLE," IMPLYING AT THE SAME TIME THAT HE THOUGHT IT MOST DESIRABLE, "THAT ALL THE INHABITANTS OF ASIA, EUROPE, AND LIBYA, GREEKS AND BARBARIANS, ALL TO THE UTTERMOST ENDS OF THE EARTH, WERE TO COME UNDER ONE LAW;" BUT JUDGING THIS QUITE IMPOSSIBLE, HE ADDS, "ANY ONE WHO THINKS THIS POSSIBLE, KNOWS NOTHING." IT WOULD REQUIRE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION AND LENGTHENED ARGUMENT TO PROVE THAT IT IS NOT ONLY POSSIBLE, BUT THAT IT WILL SURELY COME TO PASS, THAT ALL WHO ARE ENDOWED WITH REASON SHALL COME UNDER ONE LAW. HOWEVER, IF WE MUST REFER TO THIS SUBJECT, IT WILL BE WITH GREAT BREVITY. THE STOICS, INDEED, HOLD THAT, WHEN THE STRONGEST OF THE ELEMENTS PREVAILS, ALL THINGS SHALL BE TURNED INTO FIRE. BUT OUR BELIEF IS, THAT THE WORD SHALL PREVAIL OVER THE ENTIRE RATIONAL CREATION, AND CHANGE EVERY SOUL INTO HIS OWN PERFECTION; IN WHICH STATE EVERY ONE, BY THE MERE EXERCISE OF HIS POWER, WILL CHOOSE WHAT HE DESIRES, AND OBTAIN WHAT HE CHOOSES. FOR ALTHOUGH, IN THE DISEASES AND WOUNDS OF THE BODY, THERE ARE SOME WHICH NO MEDICAL SKILL CAN CURE, YET WE HOLD THAT IN THE MIND THERE IS NO EVIL SO STRONG THAT IT MAY NOT BE OVERCOME BY THE SUPREME WORD AND GOD. FOR STRONGER THAN ALL THE EVILS IN THE SOUL IS THE WORD, AND THE HEALING POWER THAT DWELLS IN HIM; AND THIS HEALING HE APPLIES, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD, TO EVERY MAN. THE CONSUMMATION OF ALL THINGS IS THE DESTRUCTION OF EVIL, ALTHOUGH AS TO THE QUESTION WHETHER IT SHALL BE SO DESTROYED THAT IT CAN NEVER ANYWHERE ARISE AGAIN, IT IS BEYOND OUR PRESENT PURPOSE TO SAY. MANY THINGS ARE SAID OBSCURELY IN THE PROPHECIES ON THE TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF EVIL, AND THE RESTORATION TO RIGHTEOUSNESS OF EVERY SOUL; BUT IT WILL BE ENOUGH FOR OUR PRESENT PURPOSE TO QUOTE THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE FROM ZEPHANIAH: "PREPARE AND RISE EARLY; ALL THE GLEANINGS OF THEIR VINEYARDS ARE DESTROYED. THEREFORE, WAIT YE UPON ME, SAITH THE LORD, ON THE DAY THAT I RISE UP FOR A TESTIMONY; FOR MY DETERMINATION IS TO GATHER THE NATIONS, THAT I MAY ASSEMBLE THE KINGS, TO POUR UPON THEM MINE INDIGNATION, EVEN ALL MY FIERCE ANGER: FOR ALL THE EARTH SHALL BE DEVOURED WITH THE FIRE OF MY JEALOUSY. FOR THEN WILL I TURN TO THE PEOPLE A PURE LANGUAGE, THAT THEY MAY ALL CALL UPON THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD, TO SERVE HIM WITH ONE CONSENT. FROM BEYOND THE RIVERS OF ETHIOPIA MY SUPPLIANTS, EVEN THE DAUGHTER OF MY DISPERSED, SHALL BRING MY OFFERING. IN THAT DAY SHALT THOU NOT BE ASHAMED FOR ALL THY DOINGS, WHEREIN THOU HAST TRANSGRESSED AGAINST ME: FOR THEN I WILL TAKE AWAY OUT OF THE MIDST OF THEE THEM THAT REJOICE IN THY PRIDE; AND THOU SHALT NO MORE BE HAUGHTY BECAUSE OF MY HOLY MOUNTAIN. I WILL ALSO LEAVE IN THE MIDST OF THEE AN AFFLICTED AND POOR PEOPLE, AND THEY SHALL TRUST IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD. THE REMNANT OF ISRAEL SHALL NOT DO INIQUITY, NOR SPEAK LIES; NEITHER SHALL A DECEITFUL TONGUE BE FOUND IN THEIR MOUTH: FOR THEY SHALL FEED AND LIE DOWN, AND NONE SHALL MAKE THEM AFRAID." I LEAVE IT TO THOSE WHO ARE ABLE, AFTER A CAREFUL STUDY OF THE WHOLE SUBJECT, TO UNFOLD THE MEANING OF THIS PROPHECY, AND ESPECIALLY TO INQUIRE INTO THE SIGNIFICATION OF THE WORDS, "WHEN THE WHOLE EARTH IS DESTROYED, THERE WILL BE TURNED UPON THE PEOPLES A LANGUAGE ACCORDING TO THEIR RACE," AS THINGS WERE BEFORE THE CONFUSION OF TONGUES. LET THEM ALSO CAREFULLY CONSIDER THE PROMISE, THAT ALL SHALL CALL UPON THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD, AND SERVE HIM WITH ONE CONSENT; ALSO, THAT ALL CONTEMPTUOUS REPROACH SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY, AND THERE SHALL BE NO LONGER ANY INJUSTICE, OR VAIN SPEECH, OR A DECEITFUL TONGUE. AND THUS, MUCH IT SEEMED NEEDFUL FOR ME TO SAY BRIEFLY, AND WITHOUT ENTERING INTO ELABORATE DETAILS, IN ANSWER TO THE REMARK OF CELSUS, THAT HE CONSIDERED ANY AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE INHABITANTS OF ASIA, EUROPE, AND LIBYA, AS WELL GREEKS AS BARBARIANS, WAS IMPOSSIBLE. AND PERHAPS SUCH A RESULT WOULD INDEED BE IMPOSSIBLE TO THOSE WHO ARE STILL IN THE BODY, BUT NOT TO THOSE WHO ARE RELEASED FROM IT. 
CHAP. LXXIII. 
IN THE NEXT PLACE, CELSUS URGES US "TO HELP THE KING WITH ALL OUR MIGHT, AND TO LABOR WITH HIM IN THE MAINTENANCE OF JUSTICE, TO FIGHT FOR HIM; AND IF HE REQUIRES IT, TO FIGHT UNDER HIM, OR LEAD AN ARMY ALONG WITH HIM." TO THIS OUR ANSWER IS, THAT WE DO, WHEN OCCASION REQUIRES, GIVE HELP TO KINGS, AND THAT, SO TO SAY, A DIVINE HELP, "PUTTING ON THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD." AND THIS WE DO IN OBEDIENCE TO THE INJUNCTION OF THE APOSTLE, "I EXHORT, THEREFORE, THAT FIRST OF ALL, SUPPLICATIONS, PRAYERS, INTERCESSIONS, AND GIVING OF THANKS, BE MADE FOR ALL MEN; FOR KINGS, AND FOR ALL THAT ARE IN AUTHORITY;" AND THE MORE ANY ONE EXCELS IN PIETY, THE MORE EFFECTIVE HELP DOES HE RENDER TO KINGS, EVEN MORE THAN IS GIVEN BY SOLDIERS, WHO GO FORTH TO FIGHT AND SLAY AS MANY OF THE ENEMY AS THEY CAN. AND TO THOSE ENEMIES OF OUR FAITH WHO REQUIRE US TO BEAR ARMS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH, AND TO SLAY MEN, WE CAN REPLY: "DO NOT THOSE WHO ARE PRIESTS AT CERTAIN SHRINES, AND THOSE WHO ATTEND ON CERTAIN GODS, AS YOU ACCOUNT THEM, KEEP THEIR HANDS FREE FROM BLOOD, THAT THEY MAY WITH HANDS UNSTAINED AND FREE FROM HUMAN BLOOD OFFER THE APPOINTED SACRIFICES TO YOUR GODS; AND EVEN WHEN WAR IS UPON YOU, YOU NEVER ENLIST THE PRIESTS IN THE ARMY. IF THAT, THEN, IS A LAUDABLE CUSTOM, HOW MUCH MORE SO, THAT WHILE OTHERS ARE ENGAGED IN BATTLE, THESE TOO SHOULD ENGAGE AS THE PRIESTS AND MINISTERS OF GOD, KEEPING THEIR HANDS PURE, AND WRESTLING IN PRAYERS TO GOD ON BEHALF OF THOSE WHO ARE FIGHTING IN A RIGHTEOUS CAUSE, AND FOR THE KING WHO REIGNS RIGHTEOUSLY, THAT WHATEVER IS OPPOSED TO THOSE WHO ACT RIGHTEOUSLY MAY BE DESTROYED!" AND AS WE BY OUR PRAYERS VANQUISH ALL DEMONS WHO STIR UP WAR, AND LEAD TO THE VIOLATION OF OATHS, AND DISTURB THE PEACE, WE IN THIS WAY ARE MUCH MORE HELPFUL TO THE KINGS THAN THOSE WHO GO INTO THE FIELD TO FIGHT FOR THEM. AND WE DO TAKE OUR PART IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS, WHEN ALONG WITH RIGHTEOUS PRAYERS WE JOIN SELF-DENYING EXERCISES AND MEDITATIONS, WHICH TEACH US TO DESPISE PLEASURES, AND NOT TO BE LED AWAY BY THEM. AND NONE FIGHT BETTER FOR THE KING THAN WE DO. WE DO NOT INDEED FIGHT UNDER HIM, ALTHOUGH HE REQUIRES IT; BUT WE FIGHT ON HIS BEHALF, FORMING A SPECIAL ARMY--AN ARMY OF PIETY--BY OFFERING OUR PRAYERS TO GOD. 
CHAP. LXXIV. 
AND IF CELSUS WOULD HAVE US TO LEAD ARMIES IN DEFENCE OF OUR COUNTRY, LET HIM KNOW THAT WE DO THIS TOO, AND THAT NOT FOR THE PURPOSE OF BEING SEEN BY MEN, OR OF VAINGLORY. FOR "IN SECRET," AND IN OUR OWN HEARTS, THERE ARE PRAYERS WHICH ASCEND AS FROM PRIESTS IN BEHALF OF OUR FELLOW-CITIZENS. AND CHRISTIANS ARE BENEFACTORS OF THEIR COUNTRY MORE THAN OTHERS. FOR THEY TRAIN UP CITIZENS, AND INCULCATE PIETY TO THE SUPREME BEING; AND THEY PROMOTE THOSE WHOSE LIVES IN THE SMALLEST CITIES HAVE BEEN GOOD AND WORTHY, TO A DIVINE AND HEAVENLY CITY, TO WHOM IT MAY BE SAID, "THOU HAST BEEN FAITHFUL IN THE SMALLEST CITY, COME INTO A GREAT ONE," WHERE "GOD STANDETH IN THE ASSEMBLY OF THE GODS, AND JUDGETH THE GODS IN THE MIDST;" AND HE RECKONS THEE AMONG THEM, IF THOU NO MORE "DIE AS A MAN, OR FALL AS ONE OF THE PRINCES." 
CHAP. LXXV. 
CELSUS ALSO URGES US TO "TAKE OFFICE IN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COUNTRY, IF THAT IS REQUIRED FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THE LAWS AND THE SUPPORT OF RELIGION." BUT WE RECOGNISE IN EACH STATE THE EXISTENCE OF ANOTHER NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOUNDED BY THE WORD OF GOD, AND WE EXHORT THOSE WHO ARE MIGHTY IN WORD AND OF BLAMELESS LIFE TO RULE OVER CHURCHES. THOSE WHO ARE AMBITIOUS OF RULING WE REJECT; BUT WE CONSTRAIN THOSE WHO, THROUGH EXCESS OF MODESTY, ARE NOT EASILY INDUCED TO TAKE A PUBLIC CHARGE IN THE CHURCH OF GOD. AND THOSE WHO RULE OVER US WELL ARE UNDER THE CONSTRAINING INFLUENCE OF THE GREAT KING, WHOM WE BELIEVE TO BE THE SON OF GOD, GOD THE WORD. AND IF THOSE WHO GOVERN IN THE CHURCH, AND ARE CALLED RULERS OF THE DIVINE NATION--THAT IS, THE CHURCH--RULE WELL, THEY RULE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DIVINE COMMANDS, AND NEVER SUFFER THEMSELVES TO BE LED ASTRAY BY WORLDLY POLICY. AND IT IS NOT FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESCAPING PUBLIC DUTIES THAT CHRISTIANS DECLINE PUBLIC OFFICES, BUT THAT THEY MAY RESERVE THEMSELVES FOR A DIVINER AND MORE NECESSARY SERVICE IN THE CHURCH OF GOD--FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN. AND THIS SERVICE IS AT ONCE NECESSARY AND RIGHT. THEY TAKE CHARGE OF ALL--OF THOSE THAT ARE WITHIN, THAT THEY MAY DAY BY DAY LEAD BETTER LIVES, AND OF THOSE THAT ARE WITHOUT, THAT THEY MAY COME TO ABOUND IN HOLY WORDS AND IN DEEDS OF PIETY; AND THAT, WHILE THUS WORSHIPPING GOD TRULY, AND TRAINING UP AS MANY AS THEY CAN IN THE SAME WAY, THEY MAY BE FILLED WITH THE WORD OF GOD AND THE LAW OF GOD, AND THUS BE UNITED WITH THE SUPREME GOD THROUGH HIS SON THE WORD, WISDOM, TRUTH, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHO UNITES TO GOD ALL WHO ARE RESOLVED TO CONFORM THEIR LIVES IN ALL THINGS TO THE LAW OF GOD. 
CHAP. LXXVI. 
YOU HAVE HERE, REVEREND AMBROSIUS, THE CONCLUSION OF WHAT WE HAVE BEEN ENABLED TO ACCOMPLISH BY THE POWER GIVEN TO US IN OBEDIENCE TO YOUR COMMAND. IN EIGHT BOOKS WE HAVE EMBRACED ALL THAT WE CONSIDERED IT PROPER TO SAY IN REPLY TO THAT BOOK OF CELSUS WHICH HE ENTITLES A TRUE DISCOURSE. AND NOW IT REMAINS FOR THE READERS OF HIS DISCOURSE AND OF MY REPLY TO JUDGE WHICH OF THE TWO BREATHES MOST OF THE SPIRIT OF THE TRUE GOD, OF PIETY TOWARDS HIM, AND OF THAT TRUTH WHICH LEADS MEN BY SOUND DOCTRINES TO THE NOBLEST LIFE. YOU MUST KNOW, HOWEVER, THAT CELSUS HAD PROMISED ANOTHER TREATISE AS A SEQUEL TO THIS ONE, IN WHICH HE ENGAGED TO SUPPLY PRACTICAL RULES OF LIVING TO THOSE WHO FELT DISPOSED TO EMBRACE HIS OPINIONS. IF, THEN, HE HAS NOT FULFILLED HIS PROMISE OF WRITING A SECOND BOOK, WE MAY WELL BE CONTENTED WITH THESE EIGHT BOOKS WHICH WE HAVE WRITTEN IN ANSWER TO HIS DISCOURSE. BUT IF HE HAS BEGUN AND FINISHED THAT SECOND BOOK, PRAY OBTAIN IT AND SEND IT TO US, THAT WE MAY ANSWER IT AS THE FATHER OF TRUTH MAY GIVE US ABILITY, AND EITHER OVERTHROW THE FALSE TEACHING THAT MAY BE IN IT, OR, LAYING ASIDE ALL JEALOUSY, WE MAY TESTIFY OUR APPROVAL OF WHATEVER TRUTH IT MAY CONTAIN. GLORY BE TO THEE, OUR GOD; GLORY BE TO THEE. 
MANICHAEAN AND MANDEAN HOLY GNOSTIC TEXTS
MANI AND MANICHAEISM
MANI, "THE APOSTLE OF GOD," FOUNDER OF ONE OF THE MOST WIDELY INFLUENTIAL RELIGIONS OF THE ANCIENT WORLD, WAS BORN IN SOUTHERN BABYLONIA ABOUT 216 CE. LITTLE IS DEFINITELY KNOWN OF HIS BIRTHPLACE AND PARENTAGE, SINCE SOME STATEMENTS SHOULD PROBABLY BE DISCOUNTED AS MALICIOUS REPORTS FROM HIS ADVERSARIES. HE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN OF PERSIAN DESCENT AND RELATED, AT LEAST ON HIS MOTHER'S SIDE, TO THE ROYAL HOUSE OF PARTHIA, WHICH WAS OVERTHROWN IN 226 BY THE SASSANID ARDASHIR I. HE IS SAID TO HAVE RECEIVED HIS FIRST REVELATION AT THE AGE OF TWELVE, BUT HE DID NOT RECEIVE HIS FORMAL CALL TO APOSTLESHIP UNTIL HE WAS TWENTY-FOUR. HIS PUBLIC ACTIVITY BEGAN WITH A JOURNEY TO INDIA, WHERE HE FOUNDED HIS FIRST COMMUNITY. UPON THE DEATH OF ARDASHIR IN 241, MANI RETURNED TO PARTHIA, WHERE HE WAS WELCOMED BY ARDASHIR'S SUCCESSOR SHAPUR, FOR WHOM HE WROTE A BOOK, THE SHAPURAKAN. WHEN SHAPUR DIED THIRTY YEARS LATER, MANI ALSO ENJOYED THE FAVOR OF HIS SUCCESSOR, BUT WHEN BAHRAM CAME TO THE THRONE IN 272 THE SITUATION CHANGED. THROUGHOUT MANI'S CAREER THE MAGIAN PRIESTS HAD BEEN HIS MOST DEADLY ENEMIES, AND THEY NOW SECURED HIS IMPEACHMENT AND CONDEMNATION. HE WAS EXECUTED ABOUT 276 CE, AND HIS DEATH APPARENTLY WAS FOLLOWED BY PERSECUTION OF HIS ADHERENTS. AT LEAST SEVEN WORKS HAVE BEEN ASCRIBED TO HIM, INCLUDING THE SHAPURAKAN, ANOTHER WORK TITLED "THE LIVING GOSPEL," AND THE EPISTULA FUNDAMENTI, WHICH, ON THE EVIDENCE OF AUGUSTINE, WAS USED BY NORTH AFRICAN MANICHAEANS AS A HANDBOOK OF DOCTRINE. TO THESE SOME WESTERN AUTHORITIES ADD THE KEPHALAIA, WHICH IS EXTANT IN COPTIC. RESOURCES FOR THE STUDY OF MANICHAEISM—ONCE LIMITED TO THE INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY SUCH OPPONENTS AS AUGUSTINE AND TITUS OF BOSTRA AND TO EXCERPTS IN THE WORKS OF THEODORE BAR KONAI, IN HEGEMONIUS'S ACTA ARCHELAI, AND IN SUCH ARABIC SOURCES AS THE FIHRIST OF EN-NADIM—HAD IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY BEEN ENRICHED BY DISCOVERIES OF ORIGINAL MANICHAEAN DOCUMENTS IN TURKESTAN AND EGYPT. THE FRAGMENTS DISCOVERED AT TURFAN INCLUDE TEXTS IN SEVERAL IRANIAN DIALECTS, TURKISH, AND CHINESE, WHILE THE EGYPTIAN DISCOVERY INCLUDES COPTIC VERSIONS OF THE KEPHALAIA, A PSALMBOOK, AND A COLLECTION OF HOMILIES.
THE SYSTEM OF MANI
THE CHIEF CHARACTERISTIC OF MANI'S SYSTEM IS A CONSISTENT DUALISM THAT REJECTS ANY POSSIBILITY OF TRACING THE ORIGINS OF GOOD AND EVIL TO ONE AND THE SAME SOURCE. EVIL STANDS AS A COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT PRINCIPLE AGAINST GOOD, AND REDEMPTION FROM THE POWER OF EVIL IS TO BE ACHIEVED BY RECOGNIZING THIS DUALISM AND FOLLOWING THE APPROPRIATE RULES OF LIFE. THE OPPOSITION OF GOD AND MATTER IS SEEN IN THE REALM OF NATURE AS THE CONFLICT OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS, TRUTH AND ERROR. THE PRESENT WORLD, AND MAN IN PARTICULAR, PRESENTS A MIXTURE OF GOOD AND EVIL, THE RESULT OF A BREACH OF THE ORIGINAL LIMITS BY THE POWERS OF EVIL. THE WHOLE PURPOSE OF THE FOUNDING OF THE UNIVERSE WAS TO SEPARATE THE TWO PRINCIPLES AND RESTORE THE ORIGINAL STATE OF AFFAIRS, RENDERING EVIL FOREVER HARMLESS AND PREVENTING ANY FUTURE REPETITION OF THE INTERMINGLING. IT IS THE SPECIAL TASK OF THE MANICHAEAN, THE MAN WHO HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO THE LIGHT, TO COLLABORATE IN THIS SEPARATION. THROUGH THE GOD-SENT MIND THAT IS IN HIM AND THAT SETS HIM APART FROM THE OTHER CREATURES, HE MUST BECOME AWARE OF THE MIXTURE PRESENT IN ALL THINGS. HE MUST THUS DISCOVER THE TRUE MEANING AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WORLD AND CONDUCT HIMSELF ACCORDINGLY, IN SUCH A WAY AS TO AVOID ANY FURTHER CONTAMINATION OF THE LIGHT AND PROMOTE ITS RELEASE FROM ITS MIXTURE WITH THE DARKNESS. THE DEATH OF THE BODY IS THUS REDEMPTION; AND TRUE LIFE IS THE RELEASE OF THE SOUL, WHICH IS LIGHT, FROM ITS IMPRISONMENT IN THE BODY AND ITS RETURN TO ITS TRUE ABODE. THE MANICHAEAN MYTH BEGINS WITH THE TWO PRIMAL PRINCIPLES OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS, EACH DWELLING IN ITS OWN REALM, COETERNAL BUT INDEPENDENT. PERCEPTION OF THE LIGHT EXCITES ENVY, GREED, AND HATE IN DARKNESS, AND PROVOKES IT TO ATTACK THE LIGHT. IN RESPONSE THE FATHER OF GREATNESS CALLS FORTH THE PRIMAL MAN, WHO ARMS HIMSELF WITH FIVE POWERS AND DESCENDS TO BATTLE WITH THE DARKNESS. HE IS DEFEATED, HOWEVER, AND THE FIVE POWERS OF DARKNESS DEVOUR A PART OF HIS LIGHT AND THUS BRING THE MIXTURE INTO BEING. IN SOME VERSIONS THIS IS EXPLAINED AS PART OF A DELIBERATE PLAN TO SATISFY THE POWERS OF DARKNESS TEMPORARILY BY THE CESSION OF A PORTION OF THE LIGHT AND THUS TO PREVENT FURTHER ATTACK. THE CAPTIVE PORTION OF LIGHT, THE ARMOR OF THE PRIMAL MAN, IS IDENTIFIED WITH THE SOUL, WHICH THUS BECOMES SUBJECT TO THE AFFECTIONS OF MATTER. THE PRIMAL MAN APPEALS TO THE FATHER OF GREATNESS, WHO SENDS THE LIVING SPIRIT TO DELIVER HIM. THE ARCHONS, OR POWERS OF DARKNESS, ARE NOW OVERCOME (ALTHOUGH THEY DO NOT LOSE THEIR POWER OF ACTION), AND HEAVEN AND EARTH ARE MADE FROM THEIR CARCASSES. FROM THE PUREST PART OF THE LIGHT IN THE ARCHONS THE SUN AND MOON ARE FORMED, BUT EVEN SO ONLY A SMALL PART OF THE LIGHT HAS BEEN DELIVERED. A FRESH APPEAL FROM THE POWERS OF LIGHT LEADS THE FATHER OF GREATNESS TO SEND A THIRD MESSENGER, WHOSE APPEARANCE INSPIRES THE DARKNESS TO PRODUCE ADAM AND EVE IN THE IMAGE OF HIS GLORIOUS FORM AND TO ENCLOSE IN THEM THE LIGHT STILL AT ITS DISPOSAL. THE CREATION OF EVE HAS A SPECIAL PURPOSE, IN THAT SHE IS MORE SUBSERVIENT TO THE DEMONS AND SERVES AS THEIR INSTRUMENT FOR THE SEDUCTION OF ADAM. PROCREATION SERVES THE ENDS OF DARKNESS, SINCE EACH BIRTH MEANS A FURTHER DISPERSAL OF THE LIGHT, ANOTHER SUBJECT FOR THE REALM OF DARKNESS, AND A PROLONGING OF THE CAPTIVITY OF THE LIGHT. THE POWERS OF LIGHT ACCORDINGLY SEND JESUS ON A MISSION OF REVELATION TO ADAM, WHO IS STILL INNOCENT BUT SUBSEQUENTLY DISOBEYS, IS SEDUCED BY EVE, AND SO SETS THE CHAIN OF REPRODUCTION IN MOTION. THIS PROTRACTS THE DRAMA OF SALVATION, AND WITH IT THE MISSION OF JESUS, INTO THE HISTORY OF HUMANKIND. IN ONE AGE THE REVELATION COMES TO INDIA THROUGH THE BUDDHA, IN ANOTHER TO PERSIA THROUGH ZOROASTER, IN A THIRD TO THE WEST THROUGH THE HISTORICAL JESUS, AND IN THE LAST AGE IT COMES THROUGH MANI HIMSELF, THE APOSTLE OF THE TRUE GOD.
MANICHAEAN ETHICS
THE COSMOGONIC MYTH PROVIDES THE BASIS AND SUBSTRUCTURE FOR THE MANICHAEAN ETHICS AND HOPE OF REDEMPTION. THE ETHICS ARE RIGOROUSLY ASCETIC: SINCE PROCREATION ONLY PROLONGS THE REIGN OF THE POWERS OF DARKNESS, MARRIAGE MUST BE REJECTED. THE MANICHAEAN MUST ABSTAIN FROM ALL "ENSOULED" THINGS AND EAT ONLY VEGETABLES, SO AS TO AVOID, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, ANY INJURY TO THE LIGHT. THE FULL RIGOR OF MANICHAEAN ETHICS IS RESERVED FOR THE ELECT, AND THE MASS OF ADHERENTS, THE HEARERS OR SOLDIERS, ARE ALLOWED TO LIVE UNDER LESS RIGOROUS RULES. CORRESPONDINGLY THERE IS A DIFFERENCE IN THEIR DESTINY AFTER DEATH: THE ELECT PASS AT ONCE TO THE PARADISE OF LIGHT, BUT THE SOLDIERS MUST RETURN TO THE WORLD AND ITS TERRORS UNTIL THEIR LIGHT IS FREED AND THEY ATTAIN TO THE ASSEMBLY OF THE ELECT. THE THIRD CLASS OF MEN, THE SINNERS WHO ARE OUTSIDE THE MANICHAEAN RELIGION, ARE DOOMED TO REMAIN IN THE POWER OF EVIL.
MANICHAEAN GNOSTICISM
IT IS CLEAR THAT MANICHAEISM MAY BE REGARDED AS A FORM OF GNOSTICISM. INDEED, IT HAS BEEN CALLED "THE MOST MONUMENTAL SINGLE EMBODIMENT OF THE GNOSTIC RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLE, FOR WHOSE DOCTRINAL AND MYTHOLOGICAL REPRESENTATION THE ELEMENTS OF OLDER RELIGIONS WERE CONSCIOUSLY EMPLOYED" (HANS JONAS, THE GNOSTIC RELIGION). IT DIFFERS, HOWEVER, FROM SUCH OLDER FORMS OF GNOSTICISM AS VALENTINIANISM IN THAT HERE THE DUALISM IS FROM THE BEGINNING AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE MYTH, AND NOT THE RESULT OF A DEVELOPMENT IN THE MYTH. IN JONAS'S WORDS, "THE TRAGEDY OF THE DEITY IS FORCED UPON IT FROM OUTSIDE, WITH DARKNESS HAVING THE FIRST INITIATIVE," WHEREAS IN THE OTHER TYPE OF GNOSTICISM, DARKNESS IS THE PRODUCT OF THE DIVINE PASSION, NOT ITS CAUSE. ANY ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY THE SOURCES UPON WHICH MANI DREW FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF HIS SYSTEM IS, HOWEVER, FRAUGHT WITH DIFFICULTY, AND IT WOULD BE DANGEROUS TO TRY TO ESTABLISH ANY GENETIC RELATIONSHIP. FOR EXAMPLE, ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN MADE, ON THE BASIS OF THE STATEMENT THAT HIS FATHER BELONGED TO A BAPTIST SECT, THE MUGTASILA, TO FORGE A LINK WITH MANDAEISM; BUT ALTHOUGH MANDAEAN ELEMENTS HAVE BEEN FOUND IN THE MANICHAEAN PSALMBOOK, THE IDENTITY OF THE MUGTASILA WITH THE MANDAEANS, OR OF EITHER WITH SOME STILL OLDER JEWISH OR JEWISH-CHRISTIAN BAPTIST MOVEMENT, IS STILL A MATTER OF DEBATE. ANOTHER POSSIBLE LINK IS WITH THE ZERVANITE HERESY IN ZOROASTRIANISM, BUT HERE AGAIN CAUTION IS NECESSARY. (ON THIS WHOLE SUBJECT, CARSTEN COLPE, DIE RELIGION IN GESCHICHTE UND GEGENWART, SEC. 5.) IN A GENERAL WAY, IT MAY BE SAID THAT MANI INCORPORATED CHRISTIAN, BUDDHIST, AND ZOROASTRIAN ELEMENTS INTO HIS RELIGION, BUT MANICHAEISM SEEMS TO HAVE ADAPTED ITSELF TO THE DOMINANT RELIGION OF A PARTICULAR AREA. MOREOVER, IT HAS BEEN HELD THAT HE HAD LITTLE MORE THAN A HEARSAY KNOWLEDGE OF CHRISTIANITY, ALTHOUGH HE HAD SOME ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE HERESIES OF BARDESANES AND OF MARCION. IT APPEARS THAT HE INTENDED TO FOUND NOT MERELY A SECT BUT A NEW RELIGION THAT COULD EMBODY THE BEST OF THE OLDER FAITHS, FUSING ELEMENTS FROM BUDDHISM, CHRISTIANITY, AND ZOROASTRIANISM WITH HIS OWN TEACHING. HIS SUCCESS IS EVIDENT FROM THE FACT THAT MANICHAEISM SURVIVED SO LONG AND FOR A TIME WAS A SERIOUS RIVAL TO CHRISTIANITY. AFTER MANI'S DEATH IT SPREAD THROUGH SYRIA INTO THE WEST AND SPREAD EASTWARD DEEP INTO CENTRAL ASIA. CENTURIES LATER MANICHAEAN IDEAS WERE CURRENT AMONG THE BOGOMILES IN THE BALKANS (DMITRI OBOLENSKY, THE BOGOMILS) AND AMONG THE ALBIGENSES AND CATHARI IN PROVENCE (STEVEN RUNCIMAN, THE MEDIAEVAL MANICHEE). THERE MAY BE DEBATE AS TO THE HISTORICAL CONNECTION OF THESE LATER MOVEMENTS WITH THE ORIGINAL MANICHAEISM, BUT SOME INFLUENCE APPEARS BEYOND DISPUTE. NOR SHOULD IT BE FORGOTTEN THAT AUGUSTINE HIMSELF WAS FOR A TIME AN ADHERENT OF MANICHAEISM. 
MYSTICAL HOLY TEXT DOCUMENTS
THE DIVINE-THRONE CHARIOT
THE DIVINE THRONE-CHARIOT DRAWS ITS INSPIRATION FROM EZEKIEL (1:10) AND IS RELATED TO THE BOOK OF REVELATION (4). IT DEPICTS THE APPEARANCE AND MOVEMENT OF THE MERKABAH, THE DIVINE CHARIOT SUPPORTED AND DRAWN BY THE CHERUBIM, WHICH IS AT THE SAME TIME A THRONE AND A VEHICLE. THE "SMALL VOICE" OF BLESSING IS DRAWN FROM 1KINGS 19:12: IT WAS IN A "STILL SMALL VOICE" THAT GOD MANIFESTED HIMSELF TO ELIJAH. IN OUR QUMRAN TEXT THIS VOICE IS UTTERED BY THE CHERUBIM AND IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT ALTHOUGH THE BIBLE DOES NOT DEFINE THE SOURCE OF THE VOICE, THE ANCIENT ARAMAIC TRANSLATION OF 1KINGS (TARGUM OF JONATHAN) ASCRIBES IT TO ANGELIC BEINGS CALLED "THEY WHO BLESS SILENTLY." THE THRONE-CHARIOT WAS A CENTRAL SUBJECT OF MEDITATION IN ANCIENT AS WELL AS IN MEDIEVAL JEWISH ESOTERICISM AND MYSTICISM, BUT THE GUARDIANS OF RABBINIC ORTHODOXY TENDED TO DISCOURAGE SUCH SPECULATION. THE LITURGICAL USE OF EZEKIEL'S CHAPTER ON THE CHARIOT IS EXPRESSLY FORBIDDEN IN THE MISHNAH; IT EVEN LAYS DOWN THAT NO WISE MAN IS TO SHARE HIS UNDERSTANDING OF THE MERKABAH WITH A PERSON LESS ENLIGHTENED THAN HIMSELF. AS A RESULT, THERE IS VERY LITTLE ANCIENT LITERARY MATERIAL EXTANT ON THE SUBJECT, AND THE QUMRAN TEXT IS THEREFORE OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE STUDY OF THE ORIGINS OF JEWISH MYSTICISM. 
...THE MINISTERS OF THE GLORIOUS FACE IN THE ABODE OF THE GODS OF KNOWLEDGE FALL DOWN BEFORE HIM, AND THE CHERUBIM UTTER BLESSINGS. AND AS THEY RISE UP, THERE IS A DIVINE SMALL VOICE AND LOUD PRAISE; THERE IS A DIVINE SMALL VOICE AS THEY FOLD THEIR WINGS. THE CHERUBIM BLESS THE IMAGE OF THE THRONE-CHARIOT ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT, AND THEY PRAISE THE MAJESTY OF THE FIERY FIRMAMENT BENEATH THE SEAT OF HIS GLORY. AND BETWEEN THE TURNING WHEELS, ANGELS OF HOLINESS COME AND GO, AS IT WERE A FIERY VISION OF MOST HOLY SPIRITS; AND ABOUT THEM FLOW SEEMING RIVULETS OF FIRE, LIKE GLEAMING BRONZE, A RADIANCE OF MANY GORGEOUS COLORS, OF MARVELOUS PIGMENTS MAGNIFICIENTLY MINGLED. THE SPIRITS OF THE LIVING GOD MOVE PERPETUALLY WITH THE GLORY OF THE WONDERFUL CHARIOT. THE SMALL VOICE OF BLESSING ACCOMPANIES THE TUMULT AS THEY DEPART, AND ON THE PATH OF THEIR RETURN THEY WORSHIP THE HOLY ONE, ASCENDING THEY RISE MARVELOUSLY; SETTLING, THEY STAY STILL. THE SOUND OF JOYFUL PRAISE IS SILENCED AND THERE IS A SMALL VOICE OF BLESSING IN ALL THE CAMP OF GOD. AND A VOICE OF PRAISE RESOUNDS FROM THE MIDSTS OF ALL THEIR DIVISIONS IN WORSHIP. AND EACH ONE IN HIS PLACE, ALL THEIR NUMBERED ONES SING HYMNS OF PRAISE.
THE ZOHAR, THE BOOK OF RADIANCE
THE BOOK OF ZOHAR CONSISTS OF: 1. HAKDAMAT SEFER HAZOHAR – “THE INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF ZOHAR.” THIS PART INCLUDES A NUMBER OF ARTICLES THAT FULLY REVEALS THE INNER MEANING OF THE TORAH.  2. SEFER HAZOHAR – THE BOOK OF ZOHAR. IT IS DIVIDED INTO PARTS AND CHAPTERS IN CONFORMANCE WITH THE WEEKLY CHAPTERS OF THE TORAH:  THE BOOK OF BERESHEET: BERESHEET, NOACH, LECH LECHA, VAYERA, CHAIEY SARAH, TOLDOT, VAYETZE, VAYISHLACH, VAYESHEV, MIKETZ, VAYIGASH, VAYICHI. THE BOOK OF SHEMOT: SHEMOT, VAYERA, BO, BASHALACH, YITRO, MISHPATIM, TERUMAH (SAFRA DE TZNIUTA), TETZAVEH, KI TISSA, VEYIKAHEL, PEKUDEY. THE BOOK OF VAYIKRA: VAYIKRA, TZAV, SHMINI, TAZRIA, METZURA, ACHAREY, KEDUSHIM, EMOR, BAHAR, VECHUKOTAY. THE BOOK OF BAMIDBAR: BAMIDBAR, NASO (IDRA RABA), BAALOTCHA, SHLACH LECHA, KORACH, CHUKAT, BALAK, PINCHAS, MATOT.  THE BOOK OF DEVARIM: VEETCHANEN, EKEV, SHOFTIM, TITZE, VAYELECH, HA’AZINU (IDRA ZUTA). 3. ZOHAR HADASH – “THE NEW ZOHAR” – ADDITIONS TO THE WEEKLY CHAPTERS:  BERESHEET, NOACH, LECH LECHA, VAYERA, VAYETZE, VAYESHEV, BASHALACH, YITRO, TERUMA, KI TITZE, TZAV, ACHAREY, BAHAR, NASO, CHUKAT, BALAK, MATOT, VEETCHANEN, KI TITZE, KI TAVO. 4. ADDITIONAL BOOKS IN THE BOOK OF ZOHAR THAT ARE NOT THE COMMENTARY ON THE TORAH:  IDRA RABA, IDRA ZUTA, SAFRA DE TZNIUTA, RAZA DE RAZIN, TOSEFTA, RAYA MI’EMNA, ASHMATOT, SITREY TORAH, SITREY OTIOT, AND TIKUNEY ZOHAR. 5. “MIDRASH HANE’ELAM” – THE COMMENTARY ON THE WRITINGS: SONG OF SONGS, RUTH, LAMENTATIONS, AND ON THE TORAH.  AS A RESULT OF THE SECOND RESTRICTION, MALCHUT ROSE TO BAAL HASULAM MADE THE COMMENTARY ON THE ENTIRE ZOHAR THAT REACHED US. HIS MAIN COMMENTARIES IN “THE INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF ZOHAR” AND THE CHAPTER “BERESHIT” ARE RELATED IN THE LANGUAGE OF MAN’S SPIRITUAL WORK. THE MOST VALUABLE ARTICLES FOR THE SCIENCE OF KABBALAH ARE THE ZOHAR, IDRA RABA, IDRA ZUTA, AND SAFRA DE TZNIUTA WRITTEN IN THE LANGUAGE OF KABBALAH. BESIDE THESE ARTICLES, THE REST OF THE ZOHAR IS THE MIDRASH.  IN ITS ORIGINAL FORM, THE BOOK OF ZOHAR WRITTEN BY RABBI ABBA 16 CENTURIES AGO WAS NOT DIVIDED INTO WEEKLY CHAPTERS. ITS VOLUME WAS SEVERAL TIMES LARGER THAT WHAT REACHED US, AND IT EXPOUNDED NOT ONLY THE TORAH, BUT ALSO 24 OTHER BOOKS OF THE TANACH (“PROPHETS” AND “WRITINGS”).  BESIDE THE BOOK OF ZOHAR RABBI SHIMON’S BOOK OF TIKKUNIM HAS REACHED US. IT CONSISTS OF 70 COMMENTARIES ON THE FIRST WORD OF THE TORAH, BERESHIT, BECAUSE IT INCLUDES EVERYTHING.  THIS BOOK OFFERS A SEMANTIC TRANSLATION OF THE ZOHAR, “THE SULAM” COMMENTARY OF RABBI Y. ASHLAG AND MY EXPLANATIONS. IT ALSO CONTAINS THE FIRST PART OF THE BOOK OF ZOHAR, “HAKDAMAT SEFER HAZOHAR.”  AT THE BEGINNING OF THE TEXT THE SEMANTIC TRANSLATION IS GIVEN IN BOLD SCRIPT. THE SULAM COMMENTARY AND MY EXPLANATIONS ARE GIVEN IN REGULAR SCRIPT OR ITALICS BECAUSE IT TURNED OUT TO BE EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO SEPARATE MY EXPLANATIONS FROM RABBI ASHLAG’S HOLY TEXTS. THE NUMBERS AT THE BEGINNING OF PARAGRAPHS CORRESPOND TO THE NUMBERS OF PARAGRAPHS IN THE BOOK OF ZOHAR WITH “THE SULAM” COMMENTARY, VOL. 1.  THE REASON FOR THE INTERLACING OF TEXTS LIES IN THE FACT THAT IN THE FIRST PLACE WE SOUGHT WAYS TO EXPLAIN THE MEANING OF THE ZOHAR SIMULTANEOUSLY IN SEVERAL LANGUAGES: OF KABBALAH (SEFIROT, PARTZUFIM, GEMATRIA, AND WORLDS), OF SPIRITUAL WORK (FEELINGS), OF THE TORAH (NARRATIVE) AND OF THE TALMUD (JUDICIAL).  FOR AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE BOOK’S STYLE, I RECOMMEND THE READER TO RETURN TO THE TRANSLATION OF THE ORIGINAL TEXT AFTER LEARNING AND MASTERING THE COMMENTARY.  THE BOOK OF ZOHAR, LIKE THE ENTIRE TORAH, SPEAKS ONLY ABOUT MAN (CREATION) AND HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE CREATOR. THE TORAH GIVES NAMES OF OUR WORLD TO ALL MAN’S INNER PROPERTIES: THE ASPIRATION TO THE CREATOR IS CALLED “ISRAEL,” THE ASPIRATION TO THE SELFISH RECEPTION OF PLEASURES IS CALLED “NATIONS OF THE WORLD.” THERE IS NO CONNECTION WHATSOEVER BETWEEN THESE NAMES IN THE TORAH AND THE JEWS AND GENTILES IN OUR WORLD. KABBALAH APPEALS TO MAN!  THE BOOK CONTAINS ARTICLES COMMENTED IN THE LANGUAGE OF KABBALAH AND OTHERS COMMENTED IN THE LANGUAGE OF SENSATIONS WHICH THE BEGINNER UNDERSTANDS BETTER. THE READER CAN BEGIN STUDYING THE BOOK FROM SUCH ARTICLES AS “NIGHT OF THE BRIDE,” “WHO REJOICES ON HOLIDAYS” AND OTHERS, ALTHOUGH THE COMPLETE STUDY OF THE ZOHAR IS BASED ON A CONSISTENT LEARNING OF THE MATERIAL. KABBALAH GRADUALLY ENTERS A PERSON’S HEART AS ONE’S CONSCIOUSNESS GETS USED TO IT. 
THE LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS
AA – THE PARTZUF OF HOCHMA, THE CENTRAL INITIAL PARTZUF OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT FROM WHICH ALL THE OTHER PARTZUFIM ORIGINATE.  ABBA – FATHER - THE PARTZUF OF HOCHMA IMA – MOTHER - THE PARTZUF OF BINA ZA – SON (WITH REGARD TO AVI) NUKVA, MALCHUT – SEFIRA OR PARTZUF THAT RECEIVES FROM ALL THE PRECEDING PARTZUFIM. MALCHUT OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT IS THE SUM OF ALL CREATED BEINGS, ALL HUMAN SOULS. HENCE, IT IS CALLED KNESSET ISRAEL (THE ASSEMBLY OF ISRAEL).  ISRAEL – THE PROPERTY OF BESTOWAL, ALTRUISM. THIS IS THE PROPERTY OF THE CREATOR OR BINA. ISRAEL CONSISTS OF THE WORDS ISRA – STRAIGHT AND EL – THE CREATOR. THUS, ISRAEL MEANS THE PROPERTY OF ASPIRING TO ATTAIN EQUIVALENCY OF FORM WITH THE CREATOR. THE NOTION OF “NATIONS OF THE WORLD” CONSTITUTES AN ASPIRATION TO SELFISH RECEPTION OF PLEASURE. NATURALLY, THESE TWO PROPERTIES ARE PRESENT IN EVERY PERSON. KABBALAH IS THE METHOD TO DEVELOP THE PROPERTY OF ISRAEL IN A PERSON WITH THE PURPOSE OF ATTAINING THE CREATOR IN THIS LIFE. KLI – EGOISTICAL DESIRES AND ASPIRATIONS OR EGOISM ARE NOT CALLED KLI. KLI MEANS THE CORRECTED DESIRES THAT ARE SUITABLE FOR RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT. THESE NON-EGOISTICAL DESIRES WITH A SCREEN TRANSFORM EGOISM INTO ALTRUISM. VESSEL – THE HUMAN HEART THAT RECEIVES ALL SENSATIONS IS CALLED THE VESSEL OF RECEPTION OF SENSATIONS. THE SPIRITUAL VESSEL, ABOUT WHICH THE ZOHAR SPEAKS SPECIFICALLY, IS THE DESIRE TO BESTOW UPON THE CREATOR. THAT IS TO GIVE HIM ALL MY HEART AND DESIRES, MEANING THAT I AGREE WITH ALL MY HEART AND DESIRES TO GIVE UP ALL OF MYSELF FOR HIS SAKE. SUCH A COMPLETE AND TRUE INTENTION IS CALLED “LISHMA” (FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE).  MITIGATION OF A LAW’S RESTRICTION. RESTRICTION IS MALCHUT’S SELF-IMPOSED BAN ON RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT. THIS BAN IS LIFTED AS A RESULT OF THE CORRECTION OF MALCHUT BY THE PROPERTIES OF BINA.  ZIVUG – THIS TERM IS TRANSLATED AS A SEXUAL UNION BETWEEN A MAN AND A WOMAN IN THIS WORLD. SINCE SPIRITUAL ACTIONS ARE ABSOLUTELY DETACHED FROM OUR NOTIONS, I HAVE CHOSEN TO USE THE HEBREW WORD “ZIVUG” AS IT IS MORE ABSTRACT TO PEOPLE WHO HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF HEBREW AND THEREBY ARE LESS CONFUSED BY ASSOCIATIONS. THE SPIRITUAL ZIVUG MEANS AN ASPIRATION OF THE HIGHER PARTZUF (ZA – MALE PART) TO PASS THE LIGHT (PLEASURE) TO THE LOWER ONE (MALCHUT – FEMALE PART). BOTH DESIRES ARE COMPLETELY SELFLESS AS IN THE EXAMPLE OF THE HOST AND THE GUEST.  PBP – PANIM BE PANIM, FACE TO FACE. THIS IS WHEN ZACHAR (MALE SEFIRA) OR ABBA (FATHER) PASSES OHR HOCHMA TO THE FEMALE SEFIRA OF IMA (MOTHER) FOR SUBSEQUENT TRANSFER TO CHILDREN (ZON). THE SAME RELATIONSHIP OF ABA (ACHOR BE ACHOR – BACK TO BACK) AND PBP EXIST BETWEEN THEIR CHILDREN (ZON – ZA AND MALCHUT).  ABA – ACHOR BE ACHOR, BACK TO BACK (PRONOUNCED AS ACH BE ACH). IF THE PARTZUF ABBA HAS OHR HOCHMA, BUT IS UNWILLING TO PASS IT ON TO THE PARTZUF IMA-BINA, AND IF IMA DOES NOT WANT TO RECEIVE IT, SUCH A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THEM IS CALLED BACK TO BACK. THE SAME RELATIONSHIP CAN EXIST BETWEEN ZA AND MALCHUT.  HESED – MERCY, COMPASSION, ALTRUISM, OHR HASSADIM (THE LIGHT OF MERCY, COMPASSION, AND ALTRUISM). IT APPEARS ONLY WITHIN THE KLI (DESIRE) THAT WISHES TO GIVE SELFLESSLY AND BE SIMILAR TO THE CREATOR. THIS IS THE PROPERTY OF SEFIRA OR PARTZUF OF BINA. BINA OF THE WORLD AK (ADAM KADMON) IS CALLED SAG. BINA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT IS CALLED IMA, SUPERNAL MOTHER, YESHSUT, AVI, ETC. THE LIGHT OF BINA IS THE PLEASURE OF BEING SIMILAR TO THE CREATOR’S PROPERTIES; HENCE THIS LIGHT (SENSATION) HAPPENS TO BE THE MOST RELIABLE PROTECTION FROM IMPURE FORCES. THE KLI WITH THE PROPERTIES OF BINA IS UNABLE TO TRANSGRESS BECAUSE ITS SOLE DESIRE IS TO BESTOW. KAHAB – KETER-HOCHMA-BINA. THESE ARE THE FIRST THREE SEFIROT THAT FORM THE ROSH (HEAD) OF THE PARTZUF. THE HEAD DECIDES HOW MUCH PLEASURE THE PARTZUF CAN ACCEPT NOT FOR ITS OWN SAKE BUT FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR. THIS LIGHT DESCENDS FROM THE ROSH TO THE GUF (BODY).  HABAD – HOCHMA-BINA-DA’AT. THIS IS THE SAME AS KETER-HOCHMA-BINA (ROSH OF PARTZUF). SEFIRA DA’AT IS NOT SEFIRA, BUT THE REQUEST (CALLED MAN) OF ZON. THIS IS THE APPEAL OF ZON TO BINA ABOUT THE RECEPTION OF OHR HOCHMA FROM IT. THIS PRAYER (MAN) OF ZON RISES TO BINA AND STIMULATES IN BINA (IMA - MOTHER) THE DESIRE TO BESTOW UPON HER CHILDREN, ZON. MAN, IN BINA IS CALLED SEFIRA DA’AT. THIS IS NOT A REGULAR SEFIRA AS WITH THE 10 SEFIROT; RATHER, THIS IS A REQUEST. HOWEVER, TO STRESS THIS STATE, WE USE THE NAME HBD INSTEAD OF KHB.  HAGAT – HESED-GEVURA-TIFFERET. THESE ARE THE SEFIROT OF THE BODY THAT ARE SIMILAR TO THE SEFIROT OF THE HEAD: HESED IS LIKE KETER, GEVURA IS LIKE HOCHMA, AND TIFFERET IS LIKE BINA. THEY ARE CALLED GE OF THE BODY.  NHYM – NETZAH-HOD-YESOD-MALCHUT (PRONOUNCED AS NEHYM). THESE SEFIROT RECEIVE FROM THE SEFIROT OF HAGAT (GE). SINCE THEY RECEIVE AND HAVE THE WILL TO RECEIVE, THEY ARE CALLED AHP OF THE BODY.  GE – GALGALTA-EYNAIM (SKULL AND EYES). THE SEFIROT KETER-HOCHMA-GAR DE BINA DO NOT HAVE THE WILL TO RECEIVE. THEY WISH ONLY TO BESTOW; HENCE THEY CANNOT BECOME EGOISTICAL.  NARAN – NEFESH-RUACH-NESHAMA. THIS IS THE LIGHT THAT FILLS THE SMALL PARTZUF. KATNUT (SMALL STATE) MEANS WHEN THE PARTZUF HAS POWER (SCREEN) ONLY TO BESTOW AND NOT RECEIVE. IT IS UNABLE TO RECEIVE FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR IN DEFIANCE OF ITS DESIRE. IN THIS CASE, THE PARTZUF HAS ONLY OHR HASSADIM AND NO OHR HOCHMA (THE LIGHT OF WISDOM); HENCE IT IS CALLED A SMALL PARTZUF WITHOUT POWER AND MIND AS A CHILD IN OUR WORLD.  AHP – AWZEN-HOTEM-PEH (EAR-NOSE-MOUTH). THE SEFIROT ZAT DE BINA-ZA-MALCHUT HAVE THE WILL TO RECEIVE; THEREFORE, IN THE ABSENCE OF A PROPER SCREEN (RESISTANCE TO THAT DESIRE) THEY BECOME EGOISTICAL. THE PARTZUF WITHOUT A SCREEN ON ITS AHP IS CALLED KATAN (SMALL) AND ITS STATE IS CALLED KATNUT (SMALL AND INCOMPLETE, IT IS REMINISCENT OF A CHILD IN OUR WORLD BECAUSE IT HAS NO POWER (SCREEN) AND POSSESSES ONLY OHR HASSADIM AND NO OHR HOCHMA).  GADLUT – BIG STATE. THE PARTZUF WITH A SCREEN (FORCE OF RESISTANCE TO ITS EGOISTICAL NATURE) CAN NOT ONLY REFRAIN FROM RECEIVING, BUT CAN ALSO RECEIVE NOT FOR ITS OWN SAKE (AS IN THE EXAMPLE OF THE HOST AND THE GUEST). IN THIS CASE THE PARTZUF FILLS ALL OF ITS DESIRES WITH THE LIGHTS OF HASSADIM AND HOCHMA.  1ST BIG STATE – GADLUT ALEPH, THE ATTAINMENT OF THE LIGHT OF NESHAMA.  2ND BIG STATE – GADLUT BET, THE ATTAINMENT OF THE LIGHT OF HAYA.  OHR HOCHMA – THE LIGHT OF WISDOM. THIS LIGHT FILLS THE KELIM (DESIRES) OF RECEPTION. IT COMES ONLY IF A SCREEN ON ALTRUISTIC RECEPTION IS AVAILABLE.  ATERET YESOD – THE PLACE OF THE COVENANT BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE CREATOR. MALCHUT DE MALCHUT THAT REMAINS AFTER CIRCUMCISION OF ORLA (FORESKIN). THIS IS THE CORRECTED PART OF MALCHUT, ITS COMBINATION WITH THE SEFIRA YESOD ON WHICH A ZIVUG CAN BE MADE DURING 6000 YEARS. THIS WAY IT IS POSSIBLE TO BRING MALCHUT TO THE END OF CORRECTION. AFTER THE 2ND RESTRICTION IT IS FORBIDDEN TO MAKE A ZIVUG ON MALCHUT, BUT SUCH A ZIVUG CAN BE MADE ON THE PROPERTIES CALLED ATERET YESOD WHICH MALCHUT RECEIVED FROM ZA. JUST AS THE DESIRES OF MALCHUT ARE CUT OFF, THE FORESKIN IS CIRCUMCISED, AND THE DESIRES RECEIVED FROM ZA CALLED ATERET YESOD REMAIN WITHIN MALCHUT. IT CAN MAKE A ZIVUG WITH ZA ON THESE DESIRES AND RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. NATURALLY, THIS IS NOT THE SAME LIGHT OF HOCHMA THAT MALCHUT WOULD RECEIVE IF IT WERE ABLE TO MAKE A ZIVUG ON ITS OWN DESIRES (ON ITSELF), ON ITS PROPERTIES CALLED THE CENTRAL POINT OF CREATION, MEANING TRULY EGOISTICAL DESIRES. MALCHUT WILL BE ABLE TO DO THAT ONLY AFTER 6000 YEARS, AT THE END OF CORRECTION. BEFORE THAT HAPPENS, THIS PLACE OR THESE DESIRES ARE CALLED THE SIGN OF THE COVENANT WITH THE CREATOR.  NARANHAY – NEFESH-RUACH-NESHAMA-HAYA-YECHIDA. THIS LIGHT FILLS THE BIG PARTZUF CONSISTING OF GE AND AHP. LIGHT – PLEASURE, OHR, THE SENSATION OF THE CREATOR SHOULD ALWAYS BE INTERPRETED AS THE SAME NOTIONS BECAUSE USUALLY THE WORD “LIGHT” IS USED, BUT ALL OF ITS SYNONYMS ARE IMPLIED!  GEMATRIA – NUMERICAL VALUE OF A LETTER, OR A COMBINATION OF LETTERS, A WORD. THIS IS A SPECIAL WAY OF REGISTERING THE SPIRITUAL INFORMATION.  PARSA – THE DIVISION BETWEEN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT AND THE WORLDS OF BYA. IT DIVIDES 10 SEFIROT INTO TWO PARTS: THE KELIM OF BESTOWAL (GAR, KAHAB, OR GE) AND THE KELIM OF RECEPTION (ZON OR BINA-ZA-MALCHUT) BECAUSE BINA DELIBERATELY FELL INTO ZA WITH THE PURPOSE OF CORRECTING AHP. THE MALCHUT THAT ROSE ABOVE BINA AND STANDING UNDER HOCHMA IS CALLED PARSA AND IT SEPARATES GE FROM AHP.  ZAT, ZAK – 7 SEFIROT: H-G-T-N-H-Y-M.  VAT, VAK – 6 SEFIROT: H-G-T-N-H-Y.  DE – THE PREPOSITION “OF” IN A POSSESSIVE MEANING. FOR EXAMPLE, MALCHUT DE ATZILUT MEANS MALCHUT OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. GARMENTS – PROPERTIES, DESIRES, KELIM. USUALLY, THIS IS SAID ABOUT THE GARMENTS THAT MALCHUT RECEIVES FROM BINA.  CHUPAH– A WEDDING CANOPY UNDER WHICH A MARRIAGE CEREMONY TAKES PLACE.  NARTIK – THE COVERING OF ZA; THE SAME AS HOUPPAH.  ADORNMENTS – THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM WHICH BINA PASSES TO MALCHUT. IT CORRECTS MALCHUT AND ENABLES IT TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IN THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM.  ORLA – FORESKIN ON THE SEFIRA YESOD, IN THE PLACE OF ZIVUG BETWEEN ZA AND MALCHUT. IT MUST BE DETACHED BECAUSE DURING 6000 YEARS IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO MAKE A ZIVUG (INTENTION) ON MALCHUT IN THE RECEPTION FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE. ONLY A ZIVUG ON THE UNION OF MALCHUT WITH ZA CAN BE MADE. THIS IS CALLED ATERET YESOD, THE PART OF THE SEFIRA YESOD THAT REMAINS AFTER CUTTING OFF ORLA. A ZIVUG CAN BE MADE ON IT DURING 6000 YEARS. ORLA IS MALCHUT DE MALCHUT OR THE IMPURE FORCES. MOTHER – BINA WITH REGARD TO MALCHUT, DAUGHTER.  DAUGHTER - MALCHUT WITH REGARD TO BINA, MOTHER.  HOLY OF HOLIES – THE LIGHT OF GAR OR NESHAMA-HAYA-YECHIDA.  QUESTION – THE SENSATION OF LACK OF THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IN MALCHUT.  SELA – ROCK OR TRUTH. THE NAME OF MALCHUT.  SHECHINA – THE SENSATION OF THE CREATOR’S APPEARANCE TO THOSE WHO ATTAIN HIM. MALCHUT IN THE STATE OF RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT (THE CREATOR) IS CALLED SHECHINA. THIS IS A PERSON’S SENSATION OF THE CREATOR. SHECHINA IS WHERE A PERSON FEELS HIM.  TECHUM – THE BOUNDARY THAT A PERSON IS FORBIDDEN TO TRANSCEND ON SABBATH. TECHUM SHABBAT CONSTITUTES THE MAXIMAL DISTANCE WITHIN WHICH A PERSON CAN MOVE DURING SABBATH.  SIGIM – IMPURE DESIRES THAT EXIST WITHIN PURE DESIRES. MAN’S WORK LIES IN SEPARATING THEM AND THE GRADUAL CORRECTION OF SIGIM. THE WORD SIGIM COMES FROM SAG BECAUSE THEY APPEARED AS A RESULT OF THE BREAKING OF THE KELIM OF THE WORLD OF NIKUDIM THAT REFER TO THE SYSTEM OF THE PARTZUFIM OF SAG. THE WORD “SIGIM” FOUND ITS WAY FROM KABBALAH INTO THE SPOKEN HEBREW.  SHACH – SHIN-CHAF. 300 + 20 = 320 FRAGMENTS OF THE BROKEN VESSEL.  RAPACH – REISH-PEY-CHET. 200 + 80 = 288 FRAGMENTS OF THE BROKEN VESSEL, WHICH A PERSON CAN AND MUST CORRECT DURING 6000 YEARS, I.E., BY ASCENDING 6000 STEPS OF THE SPIRITUAL LADDER.  LEV HAEVEN – LEV = LAMED-BET = 30 + 2 = 32 FRAGMENTS OF THE BROKEN MALCHUT. THESE PARTS OF MALCHUT CANNOT BE CORRECTED AND MADE ALTRUISTIC. HOWEVER, ONE CAN REFRAIN FROM USING THESE DESIRES. LEV HAEVEN, WHICH LITERALLY MEANS “STONY HEART,” IS CORRECTED DURING 6000 YEARS (I.E., AFTER THE CREATOR HIMSELF CORRECTS 288 FRAGMENTS WITHIN MAN). IT BECOMES COMPLETELY ALTRUISTIC AND RECEIVES THE NAME “LEV BASAR” (LIVING HEART).  LO LISHMA – NOT FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR. SINCE NOTHING BUT THE CREATOR AND MAN EXISTS IN CREATION, UNLESS SOMETHING IS DONE “FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR,” IT IS DONE “FOR ONE’S SELF.” THIS IS MAN’S EGOISTICAL INTENTION.  LISHMA – FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR. MAN’S SELFLESS INTENTION TO ACT ONLY TO PLEASE AND BRING JOY TO THE CREATOR.  4 ANGELS THAT PARTICIPATE IN CREATING MAN – 4 BASIC PROPERTIES OF NATURE: MERCY – HESED, JUSTICE – TZEDEK, TRUTH – EMET, AND PEACE – SHALOM.  LAND OF ISRAEL – YETZIRA OF THIS WORLD. YERUSHALAIM IS ATERET YESOD IN MALCHUT.  
THE EXAMPLE OF THE ORIGINAL TEXT OF THE ZOHAR LITERAL TRANSLATION OF THE AFORECITED TEXT FROM ARAMAIC INTO ENGLISH
1. RABBI CHIZKIYAH OPENED BY SAYING, “IT IS WRITTEN, AS THE ROSE AMONGST THE THORNS”. WHAT IS THE ROSE? IT IS THE COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL. BECAUSE THERE IS A ROSE; AND THERE IS A ROSE. JUST AS THE ROSE AMONG THE THORNS IS TINGED WITH RED AND WHITE, SO IS THE COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL IS AFFECTED BY THE QUALITIES OF JUDGMENT AND MERCY. JUST AS THE ROSE HAS THIRTEEN PETALS, SO THE COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL IS SURROUNDED BY THE THIRTEEN ATTRIBUTES OF MERCY. HOWEVER, ELOKIM THOUGHT HERE TO REVEAL 13 WORDS THAT SURROUND THE COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL AND GUARD IT.  2. AFTER THIS, IN ORDER TO BRING OUT THE FIVE RIGID LEAVES THAT SURROUND THE ROSE, IT IS MENTIONED ANOTHER TIME IN THE PASSAGE. THESE, FIVE-MEAN SALVATION. THESE ARE 5 GATES. AND THIS SECRET IS WRITTEN ABOUT, “I WILL RAISE THE CUP OF SALVATION.” THIS IS THE ‘CUP OF BENEDICTION.’ THE CUP OF BENEDICTION MUST REST ON FIVE FINGERS, AND NO MORE, JUST AS THE ROSE RESTS ON FIVE RIGID LEAVES THAT REPRESENT THE FIVE FINGERS. THIS ROSE IS THE CUP OF BENEDICTION. FROM THE SECOND TO THE THIRD MENTION OF THE NAME ELOKIM, THERE ARE FIVE WORDS. FROM THIS POINT THE LIGHT WAS CREATED AND CONCEALED AND ENCLOSED WITHIN THAT COVENANT THAT ENTERED THE ROSE AND FRUCTIFIED IT. THIS IS REFERRED TO AS A TREE BEARING FRUIT WHOSE SEED IS WITHIN IT AND THIS SEED REALLY EXISTS IN THE LETTER OF THE COVENANT. 3. AND JUST AS THE COVENANT IS SOWN BY FORTY-TWO CONCEPTIONS FROM THAT SAME SEED, SO IS THE HOLY NAME OF THE CREATION SOWN. 4. IN THE BEGINNING, RABBI SHIMON OPENED BY SAYING, THE FLOWER BUDS APPEARED ON THE EARTH. “THE FLOWER BUDS” REFER TO THE ACT OF CREATION. THEY APPEARED ON THE EARTH ON THE THIRD DAY, AS IT IS WRITTEN, “THE EARTH BROUGHT FORTH.” SINCE THEN, THEY HAVE BEEN SEEN ON THE EARTH. THE TIME OF SINGING HAS COME, AND THIS IS THE FOURTH DAY, WHEN THE RESTRICTION CAME FROM THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM. THE “VOICE OF THE TURTLE DOVE” REFERS TO THE FIFTH DAY, ABOUT WHICH IT IS WRITTEN, “LET THE WATERS SWARM,” SO THEY CAN PRODUCE LIVING CREATURES. “IT IS HEARD” REFERS TO THE SIXTH DAY, ON WHICH IT SAYS, “LET US MAKE MAN,” AND IT IS SAID, “WE WILL DO, AND WE WILL HEAR.” “IN OUR LAND” REFERS TO THE DAY OF SHABBAT, WHICH REPRESENTS THE LAND OF LIFE.  5. ANOTHER MEANING IS THAT THESE BLOSSOMS ARE THE PATRIARCHS WHO ENTERED THE THOUGHTS OF THE FUTURE WORLD, WHERE THEY WERE HIDDEN. THEY SECRETLY EMERGED FROM THERE AND HID THEMSELVES IN THE TRUE PROPHETS. JOSEPH WAS BORN AND THEY HID IN HIM. WHEN JOSEPH ENTERED THE HOLY LAND, HE REVEALED THEIR PRESENCE AND THEN THEY APPEARED ON THE EARTH AND WERE SEEN THERE. AND WHEN ARE THEY SEEN? WHEN THE RAINBOW IS SEEN IN THE SKY. BECAUSE WHEN THE RAINBOW IS SEEN, THEN THEY APPEAR. AND AT THAT MOMENT, THE TIME OF PRUNING HAS COME. THIS IS THE PERIOD TO ANNIHILATE THE WICKED FROM THE WORLD. BUT WHY WERE THE WICKED SAVED? BECAUSE THE SPROUTS CAN BE SEEN ON THE EARTH. IF THEY HAD NOT APPEARED, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE REMAINED ON EARTH, AND THE WORLD COULD NOT HAVE EXISTED.  6. WHO SUSTAINS THE WORLD AND CAUSES THE FATHERS TO APPEAR? IT IS THE VOICES OF THE CHILDREN WHO STUDY THE TORAH. AND THESE CHILDREN SAVE THE WORLD. IN DEFERENCE TO THEM, IT IS WRITTEN, “WE WILL MAKE YOU PENDANTS OF GOLD”. THIS REFERS TO THE CHILDREN, BOYS AND YOUNG MEN, AS IS WRITTEN, “AND YOU SHALL MAKE TWO CHERUBS OF GOLD.” 7. IN THE BEGINNING, RABBI ELAZAR BEGAN BY SAYING, “LIFT UP YOUR EYES ON HIGH AND SEE. WHO HAS CREATED THESE THINGS?” LIFT UP YOUR EYES. TO WHAT PLACE? TO THE PLACE WHERE ALL EYES DEPEND ON HIM. AND WHO IS HE THAT CREATED THESE THINGS? HE IS THE OPENING OF THE EYES. AND YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT THIS IS THE CONCEALED ATIK WHERE LIES THE QUESTION: WHO HAS CREATED THESE? AND WHO (MI) IS HE? HE IS CALLED FROM THE EXTREMITY OF HEAVEN ON HIGH, AS EVERYTHING BELONGS TO HIM. THE QUESTION ARISES BECAUSE OF HIM, AND HE IS CONCEALED. HE IS CALLED MI BECAUSE BEYOND HIM THERE LIES NO QUESTION. THUS, THE EXTREMITY OF HEAVEN IS CALLED MI. 8. THERE IS ANOTHER EXTREMITY DOWN BELOW CALLED MA (WHAT). WHAT IS BETWEEN MI AND MA? THE FIRST ONE IS CONCEALED AND IS CALLED MI. THEREIN LIES A QUESTION BECAUSE MAN HAS ASKED AND SEARCHED AND INQUIRED IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND AND CLIMB FROM ONE LEVEL TO ANOTHER, UNTIL HE REACHED THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF ALL. AFTER HE HAD ARRIVED THERE, HE WAS ASKED: MA? (WHAT?). WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED? WHAT HAVE YOU SEEN? WHAT HAVE YOU INVESTIGATED, SINCE EVERYTHING IS STILL CONCEALED AND HIDDEN AS BEFORE! YET EVERYTHING IS CONCEALED AS BEFORE.  9. IT IS WRITTEN ON THIS SECRET SUBJECT, “WHAT CAN I TAKE TO WITNESS FOR YOU? WHAT SHALL I COMPARE WITH YOU?” THE TEMPLE WAS DESTROYED, AND A VOICE CAME FORTH AND SAID, “WHAT SHALL I TAKE TO WITNESS FOR YOU, AND WHAT SHALL COMPARE WITH YOU?” THE WORD MA (WHAT) SHALL WITNESS TO YOU EACH AND EVERY DAY SINCE THE ANCIENT DAYS, AS IT IS WRITTEN: “I CALL HEAVEN AND EARTH TO WITNESS THIS DAY.” WHAT SHALL I LIKEN TO YOU? IN THE SAME MANNER, I ADORNED YOU WITH HOLY ADORNMENTS AND MADE YOU RULER OVER THE EARTH, AS IS WRITTEN: “IS THIS THE CITY THAT MEN CALL THE PERFECTION OF BEAUTY?” I HAVE CALLED YOU, “JERUSALEM, A CITY BUILT BY ME.” “WHAT SHALL I MAKE EQUAL TO YOU?” JUST AS YOU SIT HERE, SO IT IS SEEMINGLY ABOVE! JUST AS NOW THE HOLY NATION DOES NOT ENTER BELOW TO PERFORM THE SACRED WORK, SO I SWEAR THAT I WILL NOT ENTER ABOVE UNTIL I DWELL DOWN BELOW. THIS IS YOUR CONSOLATION BECAUSE I EQUATE YOU WITH THIS LEVEL. NOW YOU ARE HERE, “FOR YOUR ANGUISH IS GREAT, LIKE THE SEA.” IF YOU CLAIM THAT YOU HAVE NO EXISTENCE OR REMEDY, THEN WHO (MI) SHALL HEAL YOU? NAMELY, THAT SAME CONCEALED SUPERNAL LEVEL, MI, UPON WHICH EVERYTHING EXISTS, SHALL HEAL AND UPHOLD YOU.  10. MI IS THE EXTREMITY OF HEAVEN ABOVE. MA IS THE EXTREMITY OF HEAVEN BELOW. THIS IS WHAT JACOB INHERITED, THAT PASSES FROM EXTREMITY TO EXTREMITY. THIS INHERITANCE IS FROM THE EXTREMITY ABOVE, WHICH IS MI, DOWN TO THE EXTREMITY BELOW, WHICH IS MA, BECAUSE HE STANDS IN THE MIDDLE. BECAUSE OF THIS, MI CREATED THESE!  11. RABBI SHIMON SAID, ELAZAR, MY SON, STOP TALKING AND LET THE SUPERNAL HIDDEN SECRET, WHICH HUMANS KNOW NOTHING ABOUT, BE REVEALED. RABBI ELAZAR WAS SILENT. RABBI SHIMON WEPT AND STOOD STILL FOR A MOMENT. RABBI SHIMON THEN SAID, ELAZAR, WHAT IS ELEH (THESE)? IF YOU SAY THAT THEY ARE THE PLANETS AND THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC, HAVE THEY NOT ALWAYS BEEN SEEN? HOWEVER, MA WERE CREATED, AS IT IS WRITTEN, BY THE WORD OF THE CREATOR WERE THE HEAVENS MADE. IF IT WAS SAID ABOUT THE HIDDEN THINGS, THEN IT IS NOT WRITTEN ELEH BECAUSE THEY ARE REVEALED.  12. THIS SECRET WAS NEVER REVEALED, UNTIL ONE DAY WHEN I WAS ON THE SEASHORE, ELIYAHU CAME AND ASKED ME: RABBI, DO YOU KNOW WHAT “WHO HAS CREATED THESE” MEANS? I ANSWERED, “THESE” ARE THE HEAVENS AND THEIR HOSTS, THE WORKS OF THE CREATOR. MAN SHOULD LOOK AT THEM AND BLESS HIM, AS IS WRITTEN, “WHEN I BEHOLD YOUR HEAVENS, THE WORK OF YOUR HANDS, OUR MASTER, HOW GLORIOUS IS YOUR NAME IN ALL THE EARTH!  13. HE TOLD ME, RABBI, ONE THING IS CONCEALED BEFORE THE CREATOR, WHICH HE REVEALED TO THE CELESTIAL ASSEMBLY. WHEN THE MOST HIDDEN AND CONCEALED ONE DESIRED TO REVEAL HIMSELF, HE FIRST MADE ONE SINGLE POINT, AND THIS POINT ASCENDED AND BECAME A THOUGHT. HE SHAPED WITHIN HER ALL THE FORMS AND ENGRAVED ALL THE IMAGES.  14. HE ENGRAVED INSIDE THE SACRED CANDLE, AN ENGRAVING OF A CONCEALED IMAGE OF THE HOLY OF HOLIES. IT IS A VERY PROFOUND STRUCTURE THAT EMERGES FROM THE DEPTH OF THE THOUGHT, AND IS CALLED MI, WHICH IS THE INCEPTION OF THIS EDIFICE. IT IS ERECTED AND NOT ERECTED; IT IS HIDDEN DEEP INSIDE THE NAME AND IS CALLED ONLY MI. HE DESIRED TO REVEAL HIMSELF AND TO BE CALLED THIS NAME, SO HE DRESSED HIMSELF UP IN A PRECIOUS GARMENT THAT SHINES AND CREATED ELEH. AND ELEH ASCENDED TO THE NAME AND THESE LETTERS COMBINED WITH OTHERS TO COMPLETE THE NAME ELOKIM. AS LONG AS HE DID NOT CREATE THE LETTERS ELEH, THEY DID NOT RISE UP TO FORM THE NAME ELOKIM. THEY SINNED IN WORSHIPPING THE GOLDEN CALF. IT IS SAID ABOUT THIS SECRET, ELEH IS YOUR LORD, ISRAEL.  15. JUST AS THE LETTERS MI JOINED THE LETTERS ELEH, SO THE NAME HAS REMAINED FOREVER COMBINED. AND THE EXISTENCE OF THE WORLD IS BASED ON THIS SECRET. ELIYAHU THEN FLEW AWAY, AND I COULD NOT SEE HIM. IT IS FROM HIM THAT I RECEIVED THIS KNOWLEDGE AND WAS ABLE TO GRASP THIS HIDDEN SECRET AND ITS EXPLANATION. RABBI ELAZAR CAME WITH ALL THE OTHER FRIENDS AND BOWED DOWN BEFORE HIM. THEY WEPT AND THEN SAID IF WE HAD (NOT) COME INTO THIS WORLD BUT ONLY TO HEAR THIS SECRET, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN ENOUGH FOR US.  16. RABBI SHIMON SAID, THE HEAVENS AND THEIR HOSTS WERE CREATED BY MA. IT IS WRITTEN, “WHEN I BEHOLD YOUR HEAVENS, THE WORK OF YOUR HANDS”. IT IS WRITTEN, “MA, HOW GLORIOUS IS YOUR NAME IN ALL THE EARTH, WHICH YOU SET ABOVE THE HEAVENS”. IT ASCENDS IN THE NAME. IT CREATED A LIGHT FOR A LIGHT, ENCLOTHED ONE INTO THE OTHER, AND RAISED THEM IN THE SUPERNAL NAME. THE CREATOR CREATED THIS AT THE BEGINNING. THIS IS THE SUPERNAL CREATOR BECAUSE MA IS NOT SUCH AND WAS NOT CREATED.  
THE ROSE
1. RABBI CHIZKIYAH BEGAN BY SAYING: “IT IS WRITTEN, AS THE ROSE AMONGST THE THORNS.” (SONG OF SONGS 2:2). HE ASKED, WHAT IS THE ROSE? AND ANSWERED, IT IS THE COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL, MEANING MALCHUT. BECAUSE THERE IS A ROSE, AND THERE IS A ROSE. JUST AS THE ROSE AMONG THE THORNS IS TINGED WITH RED AND WHITE, SO IS THE COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL (MALCHUT) AFFECTED BY THE QUALITIES OF JUDGMENT AND MERCY. JUST AS THE ROSE HAS 13 PETALS, SO THE COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL IS SURROUNDED BY THE 13 ATTRIBUTES OF MERCY ON ALL SIDES. AS IT IS SAID IN THE FIRST SENTENCE IN THE TORAH, “IN THE BEGINNING ELOKIM CREATED” (ELOKIM IS THE CREATOR’S NAME THAT POINTS TO HIS ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE SOULS BY THE FORCE OF LAW). THIS IS WHEN HE THOUGHT AND INITIALLY CREATED 13 WORDS TO SURROUND THE COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL AND GUARD IT. HERE THEY ARE: THE, HEAVEN, AND THE, EARTH, AND THE EARTH, WAS, WITHOUT FORM, AND VOID, AND DARKNESS, WAS UPON, THE FACE, OF THE DEEP, AND THE SPIRIT, UP TO THE WORD ELOKIM.  KABBALAH TAKES MAN’S “I” AS ITS OBJECT OF STUDY, THE ONLY CREATION THAT EXISTS BESIDES THE CREATOR, AND RESEARCHES IT. THIS SCIENCE BREAKS “I” INTO PARTS, AND THEN EXPLAINS THE STRUCTURE AND PROPERTIES OF EACH PART AND THE PURPOSE OF ITS CREATION. KABBALAH EXPLAINS HOW EVERY PART OF MAN’S “I” CALLED SOUL CAN BE CHANGED, SO THAT A PERSON WOULD REACH THE PURPOSE OF CREATION, THE STATE DESIRED BY THE CREATOR AND MAN, PROVIDED HE REALIZES THAT.  NO OTHER SCIENCE IN THE WORLD CAN DESCRIBE GRAPHICALLY OR ANALYTICALLY (BY FORMULAS) OUR SENSATIONS AND DESIRES, OR SHOW HOW DIVERSE, INCONSTANT, UNIQUE, AND UNPREDICTABLE THEY ARE IN EVERYONE. THIS IS BECAUSE OUR DESIRES ARE BEING GRADUALLY AND CONSTANTLY REVEALED TO US (TO OUR MIND AND SENSATIONS) IN A CERTAIN SEQUENCE, WITH THE PURPOSE OF THEIR REALIZATION AND CORRECTION.  OUR “I” IS OUR ESSENCE, THE ONLY THING THAT CHARACTERIZES A PERSON. HOWEVER, IT IS EVER-CHANGING, AND ONLY AN EXTERNAL ANIMATE SHELL REMAINS; HENCE IT IS SAID THAT MAN IS BORN ANEW EVERY MOMENT. YET, IF THIS IS SO, HOW SHOULD WE TREAT EACH OTHER, AND HOW SHOULD WE PERCEIVE OURSELVES? HOW CAN WE POSSIBLY “STABILIZE” ANYTHING INSIDE AND AROUND OURSELVES IF WE ARE CONSTANTLY CHANGING, AND ALL THAT WE PERCEIVE IS THE FUNCTION OF OUR INNER STATE?  THE CREATOR IS THE SOURCE OF LIGHT (PLEASURE). THOSE WHO APPROACH HIM FEEL HIM THIS WAY. SUCH PEOPLE, WHO APPROACH THE CREATOR AND CONSEQUENTLY FEEL HIM, ARE CALLED KABBALISTS (FROM THE WORD LEKABEL – TO RECEIVE THE CREATOR’S LIGHT). ONE CAN APPROACH THE CREATOR ONLY BY MAKING ONE’S DESIRES SIMILAR TO HIS. THE CREATOR IS INCORPOREAL, AND ONLY WITH OUR HEART CAN WE FEEL HIM. BY THE HEART, WE NATURALLY DO NOT MEAN THE PUMP THAT KEEPS BLOOD MOVING IN THE MASS OF FLESH, BUT THE CENTER OF MAN’S SENSATIONS. HOWEVER, THE HEART CANNOT SIMPLY FEEL THE CREATOR. ONLY A SMALL POINT IN THE HEART CAN DO THAT. IN ORDER TO FEEL THIS POINT, A PERSON HIMSELF HAS TO DEVELOP IT. WHEN IT HAS DEVELOPED AND EXPANDED ENOUGH, THE SENSATION OF THE CREATOR, HIS LIGHT, CAN ENTER IT. OUR HEART IS OUR EGOISTICAL DESIRES, AND THE SMALL POINT IN IT IS THE CREATORGIVEN PART OF THE SPIRITUAL, ALTRUISTIC DESIRE FROM ABOVE. WE HAVE TO GROW THIS EMBRYO OF THE SPIRITUAL DESIRE TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT IT WILL DETERMINE ALL OUR ASPIRATIONS INSTEAD OF OUR EGOISTICAL NATURE. AT THE SAME TIME, THE EGOISTICAL DESIRE OF THE HEART WILL SURRENDER, CONTRACT, WITHER AND DIMINISH.  AFTER BEING BORN IN OUR WORLD, A PERSON IS OBLIGED TO CHANGE HIS HEART FROM EGOISTICAL TO ALTRUISTIC DURING HIS STAY HERE. THIS IS THE PURPOSE OF HIS LIFE, THIS IS WHY HE APPEARED IN THIS WORLD, AND THIS IS THE GOAL OF THE ENTIRE CREATION. A COMPLETE REPLACEMENT OF EGOISTICAL DESIRES WITH ALTRUISTIC ONES IS CALLED THE END OF CORRECTION. EVERY PERSON AND ALL OF HUMANITY HAVE TO ATTAIN IT IN THIS WORLD. UNTIL A PERSON ACHIEVES THIS, HE WILL CONTINUE COMING TO THIS WORLD. THE TORAH AND ALL THE PROPHETS SPEAK ONLY ABOUT THIS. THE METHOD OF CORRECTION IS CALLED KABBALAH.  ONE CAN CHANGE HIS DESIRES ONLY IF ONE WANTS TO CHANGE THEM. MAN IS CREATED AN ABSOLUTE EGOIST AND HE CANNOT ADOPT OTHER DESIRES FROM OTHER PEOPLE OR FROM THE SURROUNDING WORLD. HE HAS NO CONTACT WITH THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS BECAUSE SUCH CONTACT IS POSSIBLE ONLY THROUGH SIMILAR PROPERTIES. THE SPIRITUAL CAN BE PERCEIVED ONLY IN THE ALTRUISTIC DESIRES.  HENCE, A PERSON IN OUR WORLD HAS NO OPPORTUNITY TO TRANSCEND THE BOUNDARIES OF THIS WORLD BY HIMSELF. HENCE, WE WERE GIVEN THE TORAH AND ITS MOST EFFECTIVE PART, KABBALAH IN ORDER TO HELP MAN ACQUIRE THE DESIRES OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS. TO CREATE MAN IN REMOTENESS TO HIMSELF, TO MAKE HIM REALIZE HIS INSIGNIFICANCE AND GIVE HIM AN INDEPENDENT DESIRE TO ASCEND, THE CREATOR MADE THE ENTIRE CREATION AS LEVELS OF DESCENDING LIGHT. AT THE LOWEST LEVEL, HE CREATED OUR WORLD AND MAN IN IT. BY REALIZING HIS INSIGNIFICANCE AND WISHING TO RISE TO THE CREATOR, A PERSON (TO THE EXTENT OF HIS DESIRE TO APPROACH HIM) ASCENDS THE SAME LEVELS THROUGH WHICH THE LIGHT INITIALLY DESCENDED.  IN ALL, THERE ARE 10 LEVELS AND THEY ARE CALLED 10 SEFIROT: KETER, HOCHMA, BINA, HESED, GEVURA, TIFFERET, NETZAH, HOD, YESOD, AND MALCHUT. LIKE 10 SCREENS OR CURTAINS, THESE 10 SEFIROT CONCEAL FROM US THE CREATOR’S LIGHT OR HIM (WHICH IS THE SAME). THESE 10 SCREENS CONSTITUTE THE 10 LEVELS OF OUR REMOTENESS FROM THE CREATOR.  THEREFORE, IN ORDER TO APPROACH THE CREATOR BY ONE LOWEST LEVEL, WE ARE OBLIGED TO ACQUIRE THE PROPERTIES OF THAT LEVEL INSTEAD OF OUR OWN. THIS MEANS THAT WE BECOME SIMILAR TO THE PROPERTIES OF THAT LEVEL AND DO NOT REMAIN BELOW IT. TO ACQUIRE SIMILAR PROPERTIES MEANS TO HAVE THE SAME DESIRES. AS SOON AS OUR DESIRES COINCIDE WITH THE DESIRES OF THAT LEVEL, ITS CONCEALMENT WILL DISAPPEAR BECAUSE WE WILL ALREADY REACH IT, AND ONLY 9 LEVELS WILL SEPARATE US FROM THE CREATOR.  NEVERTHELESS, THE LOWEST LEVEL DIFFERS FROM ALL THE OTHER LEVELS. AS SOON AS A PERSON RISES ABOVE THIS WORLD AND REACHES THE FIRST SPIRITUAL LEVEL, HE BEGINS TO SEE (FEEL) THE CREATOR. ALL THE SUBSEQUENT LEVELS ARE THE DEGREES OF APPROXIMATION TO THE CREATOR. ONLY THE LAST LEVEL, ON WHICH WE EXIST, NOW CONCEALS THE CREATOR COMPLETELY. ALL THE HIGHER LEVELS ONLY HOLD HIM AWAY FROM US. ALTHOUGH WE COUNT 10 LEVELS, IN FACT, THEY ARE ONLY 5 OF THEM, BECAUSE 6 LEVELS: HESED, GEVURA, TIFFERET, NETZAH, HOD, AND YESOD ARE COMBINED IN ONE SEFIRA CALLED ZEIR ANPIN (ZA). ZA IS SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS TIFFERET BECAUSE THIS SEFIRA REFLECTS THE COMMON ATTRIBUTES OF ALL OF ITS 6 SEFIROT.  SO, THERE ARE 5 LEVELS OF CONCEALMENT FROM THE CREATOR DOWN TO OUR WORLD: KETER, HOCHMA, BINA, ZA, AND MALCHUT. EVERY LEVEL IS ALTERNATIVELY CALLED OLAM (WORLD), FROM THE WORD ALAMAH (CONCEALMENT). EVERY LEVEL HAS ITS SUBLEVELS CALLED PARTZUFIM (PL. OF PARTZUF) AND EVERY SUBLEVEL HAS ITS OWN SUBLEVELS CALLED SEFIROT (PL. OF SEFIRA). THUS, IN ALL 5 X 5 X 5 = 125 LEVELS-SEFIROT EXIST BETWEEN US AND THE CREATOR.  THE LEVELS FROM THE CREATOR DOWN TO OUR WORLD:  THE CREATOR IS AN ABSOLUTELY ALTRUISTIC DESIRE TO CREATE A SOUL (MAN) IN ORDER TO FILL IT WITH DELIGHT.  THE WORLD OF INFINITY IS THE STATE OF THE SOULS IN THE ULTIMATE PERFECT STATE.  
WORLDS SEFIROT PARTZUFIM
ADAM KADMON (AK) KETER HOCHMA BINA ZA MALCHUT GALGALTA AB SAG MA BON (*) (*) (*) (*) (*) ATZILUT KETER HOCHMA BINA ZA MALCHUT ARICH ANPIN (AA) ABBA VE IMA (AVI) ISRAEL SABA VE TVUNA (YESHSUT) MA (ZA AND MALCHUT ARE CALLED ZON) BON, NUKVA (*) (*) (*) (*) (*) BERIA KETER HOCHMA BINA ZA MALCHUT ARICH ANPIN (AA) ABBA VE IMA (AVI) ISRAEL SABA VE TVUNA  (YESHSUT) MA (ZA AND MALCHUT ARE CALLED ZON) BON, NUKVA (*) (*) (*) (*) (*) YETZIRA KETER HOCHMA BINA ZA MALCHUT ARICH ANPIN (AA) ABBA VE IMA (AVI) ISRAEL SABA VE TVUNA (YESHSUT) MA (ZA AND MALCHUT ARE CALLED ZON) BON, NUKVA (*) (*) (*) (*) (*) ASSIYA KETER HOCHMA BINA ZA MALCHUT ARICH ANPIN (AA) ABBA VE IMA (AVI) ISRAEL SABA VE TVUNA (YESHSUT) MA (ZA AND MALCHUT ARE CALLED ZON) BON, NUKVA (*) (*) (*) (*) (*)    OUR WORLD IS THE 5 EGOISTICAL STATES THAT MAN FEELS IN HIS HEART. (*) – EACH PARTZUF IN ITS TURN CONSISTS OF 5 SEFIROT KETER, HOCHMA, BINA, ZA, AND MALCHUT. IN ALL, THERE ARE 125 LEVELS FROM THE CREATOR TO OUR WORLD. 
THE PURPOSE OF CREATION
SINCE THERE IS NO NOTION OF TIME IN THE SPIRITUAL, WE ALREADY EXIST IN OUR FINAL PERFECT STATE IN THE WORLD OF INFINITY (EIN SOF). THEREFORE, DESIRE IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD MEANS ACTION; DESIRE ACTS WITHOUT A BODY. SO, WHEN THE DESIRE TO CREATE SOULS (THE WILL TO RECEIVE PLEASURE) AND TO FILL THEM WITH THE MOST PERFECT DELIGHT OF FEELING HIM AND BEING LIKE HIM APPEARED IN THE CREATOR, HIS DESIRE WAS IMMEDIATELY FULFILLED. THIS WAY, THE WORLD OF INFINITY, IN WHICH WE EXIST IN OUR FINAL STATE, CAME INTO BEING.  HOWEVER, WE STILL HAVE TO ATTAIN THIS STATE IN OUR SENSATIONS. THIS IS REMINISCENT OF A SLEEPING PERSON WHO DOES NOT UNDERSTAND WHERE HE IS UNTIL HE WAKES UP. TO ACHIEVE THIS PERFECT STATE, WE ARE OBLIGED TO GO THROUGH A GRADUAL PROCESS OF TRANSFORMATION OF OUR INNER PROPERTIES (DESIRES), WHICH CORRESPONDS TO THE SPIRITUAL ASCENT FROM OUR WORLD THROUGH ALL THE WORLDS, TO THE WORLD OF INFINITY.  IN ORDER TO LEAD US TO THE FINAL STATE, THE CREATOR GOVERNS US FROM ABOVE THROUGH ALL THE WORLDS. THUS, THERE IS NOTHING IN OUR WORLD THAT DOES NOT ORIGINATE IN THE WORLD OF INFINITY. THE WORLD OF INFINITY IS WHERE THE FINAL STATE OF EVERY SOUL DETERMINES WHAT PATH IT IS DESTINED TO COVER IN GENERAL AND WHAT CHANGES IT HAS TO UNDERGO IN PARTICULAR AT EVERY MOMENT OF ITS SPIRITUAL ADVANCEMENT TOWARDS THE WORLD OF INFINITY.  THERE IS NO WAY BACK: EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS IS DICTATED BY THE NEED TO BRING EVERY SOUL TO ITS FINAL STATE. ONLY THIS GOAL CONSTANTLY DETERMINES WHAT HAPPENS TO OUR WORLD IN GENERAL AND TO EACH OF US IN PARTICULAR. THE CREATOR CREATED NOTHING IN VAIN; EVERYTHING SERVES HIS PURPOSE. HOWEVER, THE WILL THAT, DESCENDS FROM ABOVE DOES NOT EXCLUDE OUR ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN OUR OWN ADVANCEMENT. WE CAN STOP BEING SLAVES THAT MOVE UNDER THE COMPULSION OF A STICK CALLED SUFFERING, AND INSTEAD, BY REALIZING THE DESIRABILITY OF THE CREATOR’S PURPOSE, WE CAN TURN THE PATH OF SUFFERING INTO THE PATH OF TORAH, I.E., ACTIVELY AND QUICKLY COVER THIS PATH FROM DOWN TO UP.  THIS IS POSSIBLE IF WE REQUEST SPIRITUAL ELEVATION, RAISE MAN, OUR PRAYER. IN RESPONSE, WE WILL RECEIVE SPIRITUAL POWERS FROM ABOVE THAT WILL HELP US TO IMPROVE OUR QUALITIES, MEANING TO ASCEND. THE ENTIRE TORAH SPEAKS ONLY ABOUT THIS, AND KABBALAH GOES FURTHER AND GIVES A DETAILED EXPLANATION OF THIS PATH. AS IF ON A MAP, IT SHOWS A PERSON WHAT HE GOES THROUGH AND WHERE (IN WHAT STATE AND AT WHICH LEVEL) HE IS NOW.  KABBALAH STUDIES THE STRUCTURE OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS. THE PURPOSE OF THESE WORLDS IS TO WEAKEN THE CREATOR’S SIGNALS (DESIRES) SO THAT WE COULD UNDERSTAND THEM WITH OUR EGOISM AND REALIZE THEM WITH OUR MIND. IN HEBREW, THE WORD FOR “WORLD” IS OLAM (ALAMAH MEANS CONCEALMENT) BECAUSE THESE WORLDS HIDE AND WEAKEN THE CREATOR’S LIGHT TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT WILL NOT ALLOW US TO FEEL IT.  DEPENDING ON EVERYONE’S SPIRITUAL QUALITIES, I.E., ON THE LEVEL OF A PERSON’S ATTAINMENT (COMPLETE EGOISM MEANS OUR WORLD AND PARTIAL EGOISM MEANS THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS), HE PERCEIVES THE CREATOR OR HIS LIGHT DIFFERENTLY AT EACH OF 125 LEVELS. THESE 125 LEVELS BOIL DOWN TO JUST 10 SEFIROT BETWEEN THE CREATOR AND US, WHERE EVERY LOWER SEFIRA IS LESS TRANSPARENT FOR THE CREATOR’S LIGHT IN THE PERCEPTION OF THOSE WHO EXIST AT THAT LEVEL. THE LOWER THE SEFIRA IS, THE LESS LIGHT IT LETS THROUGH FOR THOSE THAT ARE BELOW IT.  SEFIROT:  THE NAMES OF THE SEFIROT ARE KETER, HOCHMA, BINA, HESED, GEVURA, TIFFERET, NETZAH, HOD, YESOD, AND MALCHUT. HOWEVER, 6 OF THEM ARE COMBINED INTO ONE SEFIRA CALLED ZEIR ANPIN, SO IN ALL THERE ARE 5 SEFIROT: KETER, HOCHMA, BINA, ZA, AND MALCHUT. ZA IS SOMETIMES CALLED TIFFERET BECAUSE OF ITS 6 SEFIROT, TIFFERET IS THE MAIN ONE. IT ABSORBED THE PROPERTIES OF ALL THE 6 SEFIROT OF ZA. THUS, THE CREATOR CREATED ONLY 5 SEFIROT:  KETER – THE CREATOR’S DESIRE TO BESTOW DELIGHT UPON US (MALCHUT); HOCHMA – PLEASURE WHICH THE CREATOR WISHES TO GIVE US; BINA – PASSES PLEASURE FROM HOCHMA TO ZA; ZA – ACCEPTS PLEASURE FROM BINA AND PASSES IT TO MALCHUT; MALCHUT – ACCEPTS PLEASURE. BINA CONSISTS OF TWO PARTS: ITS UPPER PART CALLED GAR OR AVI IS UNWILLING TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT FROM HOCHMA. HOWEVER, SINCE THE CREATOR WANTS TO GIVE THIS LIGHT TO THE LOWER SEFIROT, THE LOWER PART OF BINA CALLED ZAT OR YESHSUT RECEIVES THE LIGHT FROM HOCHMA AND PASSES IT TO ZA. ZA DOES NOT WANT TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT, BUT MALCHUT (TO THE EXTENT OF ITS CORRECTION) STIMULATES ZA TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT FROM BINA AND PASS IT ON TO HER. HENCE, SOMETIMES WE SPEAK ABOUT THE GENERAL RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT OF ZA BY MALCHUT. TOGETHER THEY ARE CALLED ZON (ZA AND NUKVA). HOWEVER, THE PROCESS GOES LIKE THIS: MALCHUT (TO THE EXTENT OF ITS CORRECTED ALTRUISTIC DESIRES) ASKS ZA FOR THE LIGHT “FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR.” ACCORDINGLY, ZA ASKS BINA FOR THE LIGHT AND BINA TURNS TO HOCHMA, RECEIVES THE LIGHT FROM IT AND PASSES IT TO ZA. MALCHUT (TO THE EXTENT OF ITS CORRECTED PROPERTIES) MERGES WITH ZA BY LIKENING HER PROPERTIES TO HIS AND RECEIVES THIS LIGHT. KETER, HOCHMA, AND GAR OF BINA DO NOT WANT TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT, BUT STARTING WITH ZAT OF BINA (YESHSUT) THE DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT FOR THE LOWER ONES APPEARS IN THE SEFIROT.  MALCHUT ITSELF IS THE CREATION, THE EGOISTICAL WILL TO RECEIVE PLEASURE, TO ENJOY THE CREATOR’S LIGHT. THIS DESIRE IS TO ENJOY THE CREATOR’S LIGHT OR THE CREATOR HIMSELF (WHICH IS THE SAME) IS THE ESSENCE OF MALCHUT. WE ARE PARTS OF MALCHUT. HOWEVER, IF WE HAVE ONLY EGOISTICAL DESIRES, WE FEEL THE CREATOR’S LIGHT AS PLEASURES IN OUR WORLD. THIS IS A MICRO DOSE OF HIS LIGHT. BY CORRECTING OUR DESIRES (PROPERTIES), WE CAN ASCEND THE SPIRITUAL LEVELS OF THE UPPER WORLDS AND FEEL THE CREATOR’S TRUE DELIGHT THERE.  ACCORDING TO THE PLAN OF CREATION, MALCHUT SHOULD RECEIVE THE LIGHT FROM THE 4 PREVIOUS SEFIROT AND ENJOY IT. HENCE, MALCHUT ITSELF CONSISTS OF 5 PARTS: IT RECEIVES THE LIGHT IN 4 OF THEM AND FEELS IT IN THE 5TH. ALL THE SEFIROT THAT PRECEDE MALCHUT (EXCEPT MALCHUT) ARE SIMILAR TO OUR SENSE ORGANS. MALCHUT IS LIKE THE HEART THAT RECEIVES FROM ALL ORGANS: BRAIN, SIGHT, HEARING, SMELL, TASTE, AND TOUCH. THE HEART IS MALCHUT; SENSE ORGANS ARE THE FIRST 9 SEFIROT THAT PRECEDE MALCHUT. ALL OF THESE PARTS OF MALCHUT ARE EGOISTICAL; THEY WISH TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT (PLEASURE) TO ENJOY IT. WITH SUCH PROPERTIES, MALCHUT CANNOT RECEIVE MORE THAN A MICRO DOSE OF THE LIGHT OF OUR WORLD AND FEELS THE CREATOR IN THE WAY THAT IS CALLED “THIS WORLD.”  HOWEVER, IF MALCHUT, I.E., EVERY ONE OF US, RECEIVES OTHER DESIRES AND ASPIRATIONS FROM ABOVE TO BESTOW DELIGHT UPON THE CREATOR IN THE SAME WAY THE CREATOR BESTOWS UPON US, HE WILL ASCEND SPIRITUALLY IN HIS PROPERTY (DESIRE) ABOVE THE LEVEL OF OUR WORLD. HE FEELS THE CREATOR AS THE SPIRITUAL LIGHT, ALTRUISTIC PLEASURE AND GREAT KNOWLEDGE, AS THE ATTAINMENT OF SUPERNAL THOUGHTS AND THE ESSENCE OF EXISTENCE. SCREEN: MALCHUT (MAN) CAN RECEIVE THE LIGHT ONLY IN ANTI-EGOISTICAL DESIRES. IF SUCH DESIRES APPEAR IN MALCHUT AS A RESULT OF THE REALIZATION THAT EGOISM IS ITS ENEMY (WITH THE HELP OF KABBALAH), THEN TO THE EXTENT OF ITS HATRED FOR IT, MALCHUT (MAN) CAN PUSH THE EGOISTICAL PLEASURES AWAY FOR THE SAKE OF SPIRITUAL PERFECTION, I.E., SIMILARITY TO THE CREATOR IN ITS DESIRE TO PLEASE HIM AND ACT FOR HIS SAKE.  THIS ABILITY TO PUSH AWAY SELFISH RECEPTION OF PLEASURE IS CALLED A SCREEN, AND THE REPELLED PLEASURE IS CALLED THE REFLECTED LIGHT (THE PLEASURE THAT COMES TO MALCHUT IS CALLED THE DIRECT LIGHT). IT IS EXACTLY IN THE REPELLED PLEASURE, MEANING IN THE DESIRE TO BESTOW SELFLESSLY, THAT MAN CAN FEEL THE CREATOR’S LIGHT AND THE SUPREME KNOWLEDGE.  SINCE MALCHUT (MAN’S EGOISM) HAS TO PUSH AWAY PLEASURE FROM THE 5 PARTS OF ITS EGOISM, THE REFLECTING SCREEN MUST ALSO CONSIST OF 5 PARTS; HENCE, IT CREATES 5 PARTS OF THE REFLECTED LIGHT. 5 PARTS IN MALCHUT ARE CALLED BY THE NAMES OF THE SEFIROT FROM WHICH THEY RECEIVE. 5 KINDS OF THE DIRECT LIGHT ARE CALLED NARANHAY: NEFESH, RUACH, NESHAMA, HAYA, AND YECHIDA. THE LIGHT THAT EMANATES FROM THE CREATOR DESCENDS IN THIS ORDER:  YECHIDA HAYA NESHAMA RUACH NEFESH PARTZUF:  AFTER MALCHUT REFLECTED THE LIGHT (PLEASURE), IT DECIDES TO RECEIVE IT TO BESTOW DELIGHT UPON THE CREATOR. THIS IS BECAUSE HE WANTS MALCHUT TO RECEIVE PLEASURE AND FEEL HIM. THE REFLECTION OF ALL THE COMING PLEASURE IS CALLED ROSH (HEAD). THE PARTIAL RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT TO THE EXTENT OF ONE’S ANTI-EGOISTICAL POWERS IS CALLED TOCH (INNER PART). THE UNFULFILLED DESIRES (FOR LACK OF A SCREEN ON THEM) ARE CALLED SOF (END).  THIS IS THE STRUCTURE OF THE SOUL (KLI, VESSEL, CORRECTED ALTRUISTIC DESIRE, PARTZUF OR SPIRITUAL BODY). WE GIVE THE PARTS OF THE SPIRITUAL BODY THE NAMES OF OUR PHYSIOLOGICAL BODY: FOREHEAD - GALGALTA, EYES – EYNAIM, EARS – AWZNAIM, NOSE – HOTEM, AND MOUTH – PEH. THERE ARE 5 PARTS IN THE GUF (BODY) FROM MOUTH – PEH TO NAVEL – TABUR. SIMILARLY, FROM NAVEL TO TOES THERE ARE 5 PARTS.  
THE INVERSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE VESSEL AND THE LIGHT
THE MORE POWERS MALCHUT HAS TO OPPOSE EGOISM, THE GREATER LIGHT THAT ENTERS IT. HOWEVER, ALTHOUGH A PERSON WORKS ON THE CORRECTION OF THE VESSEL’S COARSE PART, HE RECEIVES THE LIGHT IN HIS PURE DESIRES. IN OTHER WORDS, THERE IS AN INVERSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE VESSEL AND THE LIGHT. THE COARSER THE CORRECTED DESIRE (KLI) IS, THE GREATER THE LIGHT THAT ENTERS MALCHUT (VESSEL) AND FILLS ITS UPPER KLI (DESIRE). SINCE MALCHUT (I.E., ALL THAT EXISTS EXCEPT THE CREATOR) IS ABSOLUTELY EGOISTICAL, IT CAN BE CORRECTED ONLY BY IMPARTING TO IT THE PROPERTIES OF BINA (THE CREATOR), BESTOWAL WITHOUT RECEPTION. THIS IS THE PROPERTY OF ABSOLUTE ALTRUISM, OF SELFLESS BESTOWAL. TO RECEIVE SUCH A PROPERTY (DESIRE) IS TANTAMOUNT TO ASCENDING FROM THE LEVEL OF MALCHUT TO THE LEVEL OF BINA.  MALCHUT ITSELF IS THE WILL TO RECEIVE PLEASURE. THE BAN IMPOSED ON THE SELFISH RECEPTION IS CALLED THE 1ST RESTRICTION (TZIMTZUM ALEPH). THIS RESTRICTION BANS THE EGOISTICAL RECEPTION OF PLEASURE, BUT IF THE RECEIVER ASPIRES TO PLEASE THE CREATOR AND NOT HIMSELF, HE IS ALLOWED TO RECEIVE. WHETHER MALCHUT WANTS IT OR NOT, IF IT (SOUL, MAN) HAS EGOISTICAL DESIRES, IT WILL NOT RECEIVE (FEEL) THE LIGHT. HENCE, WE ARE UTTERLY UNABLE TO FEEL THE SPIRITUAL (THE CREATOR).  SMALL STATE:  HOWEVER, MALCHUT IS NOT THE ONLY SEFIRA THAT CANNOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT. FROM THE WORLD OF ATZILUT AND BELOW IT, SEFIROT BINA AND ZA CANNOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT EITHER. THIS BAN IS CALLED THE 2ND RESTRICTION (TZIMTZUM BET): MALCHUT RISES IN ITS DESIRES TO THE SEFIRA BINA. ITS DESIRES OF RECEPTION RULE OVER 3 SEFIROT: BINA, ZA, AND MALCHUT. THE SEFIROT BINA AND ZA FELL UNDER THE ELEVATED MALCHUT, UNDER ITS POWER (DESIRE).  IF A PARTZUF HAS NO POWER TO OPPOSE ITS EGOISTICAL DESIRES OF RECEPTION IN THE SEFIROT BINA, ZA, AND MALCHUT (AHP), ITS LOWER PART IS NOT ENTITLED TO RECEIVE THE CREATOR’S LIGHT BECAUSE IT WILL RECEIVE IT SELFISHLY AND THEREBY CAUSE GREAT HARM TO ITSELF. TO AVOID THIS, THE UPPER PART OF THE PARTZUF, THE SEFIROT KETER AND HOCHMA (GE) ARE SEPARATED FROM THE LOWER PART BY PARSA (PARTITION) THROUGH WHICH THE LIGHT CANNOT PENETRATE DOWNWARDS. THEREFORE, DUE TO THE ASCENT OF MALCHUT TO BINA, EACH LEVEL WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS: MALCHUT RESTRICTED THE SPREADING OF THE LIGHT INSIDE THE PARTZUF AND 2 PARTS WERE FORMED IN IT: GE RECEIVES THE LIGHT, I.E. SEFIROT KETER AND HOCHMA RECEIVE THE LIGHTS NEFESH AND RUACH. THE OTHER PART OF THE PARTZUF (SEFIROT BINA, ZA, AND MALCHUT) IS BELOW THE PARSA; HENCE IT DOES NOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT. THE CORRESPONDING LIGHTS NESHAMA, HAYA, AND YECHIDA REMAIN OUTSIDE OF THE PARTZUF. THIS LEVEL (PARTZUF) IS DEPRIVED OF THE LIGHT NESHAMA-HAYA-YECHIDA AND REMAINS ONLY WITH THE LIGHT NEFESH-RUACH CALLED “AIR.” THIS IS DESIGNATED BY THE ENTRY OF THE LETTER YUD INTO THE WORD LIGHT (OHR = ALEPH-VAV-REISH). THIS WAY, THE WORD OHR (LIGHT) TURNS INTO AIR (AVIR = ALEPH-VAV-YUD-REISH). THIS STATE IS CALLED KATNUT (SMALL STATE). IN OTHER WORDS, THE ASCENT OF MALCHUT TO BINA IS DESIGNATED BY THE ENTRY OF THE LETTER YUD INTO THE WORD LIGHT (OHR = ALEPH-VAV-REISH +YUD = ALEPH-VAV-YUD-REISH = AVIR - AIR). THIS MEANS THAT BECAUSE OF THE ASCENT OF MALCHUT TO BINA, THE PARTZUF LOST ITS LIGHT AND REMAINED WITH AIR.  THE LEVEL IN SUCH A STATE IS CALLED KATNUT: THE SEFIROT KETER AND HOCHMA HAVE THE LIGHT NEFESH-RUACH BECAUSE THE SEFIROT BINA, ZA, AND MALCHUT ARE BELOW THE PARSA AND DO NOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT. THE PARSA PREVENTS THE LIGHT FROM SPREADING BELOW IT.  THE SEFIROT KETER-HOCHMA AND BINA-ZA-MALCHUT ARE DESIGNATED BY THE FOLLOWING LETTERS: IN THE REVERSE ORDER, THESE LETTERS FORM THE CREATOR’S NAME ELOKIM, WHERE THE LETTERS GE = MEM + YUD = IM (PRONOUNCED AS MI) AND AHP = ALEPH + LAMED + HEY = ELEH. SINCE MAN ATTAINS THE CREATOR FROM DOWN TO UP, THE CREATOR’S NAME ELOKIM IS READ FROM DOWN TO UP. AFTER THE BIRTH OF ALL THE WORLDS AND THE DESCENT OF THE ENTIRE CREATION DOWN TO OUR WORLD, ALL THE PARTZUFIM OF THE WORLDS ATZILUT, BERIA, YETZIRA AND ASSIYA PASSED TO THE SMALL STATE (I.E., THE LIGHT IS PRESENT IN GE, BUT ABSENT IN AHP). THE AHP OF THE UPPER LEVEL FELL INTO THE GE OF THE LOWER LEVEL. THIS WAY, A SPIRITUAL LADDER WAS CREATED BETWEEN THE CREATOR AND MAN IN OUR WORLD. THE LOWEST PART OF THE LAST SPIRITUAL LEVEL OF THE WORLD OF ASSIYA FELL INTO THE POINT IN MAN’S HEART. ALL THE INTERMEDIATE LEVELS EXIST ONE INSIDE ANOTHER: THE AHP OF THE UPPER LEVEL IS INSIDE THE GE OF THE LOWER LEVEL: MAN’S DESIRES ARE GENERALLY REFERRED TO AS HIS HEART. SINCE THE NATURE WITH WHICH WE ARE BORN IS ABSOLUTE EGOISM, A PERSON DOES NOT FEEL THE SPIRITUAL POINT IN HIS HEART. HOWEVER, IN ONE OF HIS LIFE INCARNATIONS, MAN GRADUALLY STARTS TO STRIVE AFTER KNOWLEDGE OF THE CAUSES OF LIFE. HE YEARNS TO KNOW HIMSELF AND HIS SOURCE JUST AS YOU DO AT THIS MOMENT. MAN’S ASPIRATION TO KNOW HIS ORIGIN IS HIS ASPIRATION TO THE CREATOR. A PERSON’S DISCONTENT IN LIFE OFTEN HELPS HIM IN THIS SEARCH, WHEN HE SEES NOTHING ATTRACTIVE IN THE SURROUNDING WORLD. SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES ARE SENT FROM ABOVE TO MAKE A PERSON FEEL AN EMPTY POINT IN HIS HEART AND STIMULATE IN HIM THE DESIRE TO FULFILL IT. THE CREATOR MANIFESTS AS THE ALTRUISTIC PROPERTY TO BESTOW PLEASURE WITHOUT ANY BENEFIT FOR HIMSELF. FROM THIS WE CAN UNDERSTAND THE PROPERTY OF THE SEFIROT KETER, HOCHMA, AND BINA THAT HAVE THE CREATOR’S PROPERTY OF BESTOWAL. THE ONLY CREATION IS MALCHUT, THE WILL TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT (PLEASURE). WE ALL AND OUR ENTIRE WORLD ARE THE LOWEST PART OF THIS EGOISTICAL MALCHUT. BIG STATE: IF A PERSON (MALCHUT) RAISES MAN, THE REQUEST FOR HIS SPIRITUAL ASCENT, BY MAKING EFFORTS TO FREE HIMSELF FROM EGOISM AND BY PRAYING TO THE CREATOR FOR HELP, THE LIGHT AB-SAG DESCENDS FROM ABOVE. IT COMES FROM THE WORLD OF AK, BRINGS MALCHUT ALTRUISTIC POWERS AND ENABLES IT TO RETURN FROM BINA TO ITS OWN PLACE. IN OTHER WORDS, MALCHUT’S ABILITY TO REFRAIN FROM SELFISH RECEPTION OF PLEASURE IS COMPLEMENTED WITH THE POWER TO RECEIVE PLEASURE FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR, TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FOR HIS SAKE IN THE AHP. THE AHP OR THE SEFIROT BINA, ZA, AND MALCHUT BECOME REACTIVATED; THE PARTZUF REGAINS ALL 5 KELIM (PARTS), THE LETTER YUD DISAPPEARS FROM THE WORD “AIR,” AND IT TURNS INTO “LIGHT.” ALL 5 LIGHTS OF NARANHAY FILL THE PARTZUF; THE LETTERS MI JOIN THE LETTERS ELEH AND FORM THE CREATOR’S NAME ELOKIM. THIS STATE IS CALLED GADLUT. 
THE ASCENT OF THE LOWER PARTZUF TO THE HIGHER ONE
AS A RESULT OF THE ASCENT OF MALCHUT TO BINA THE HIGHER PARTZUF ESTABLISHES CONTACT WITH THE LOWER ONE. OWING TO THAT, THE LOWER PARTZUF CAN RISE TO THE LEVEL OF THE HIGHER ONE. THIS IS THE REASON OF THE 2ND RESTRICTION: TO LET MAN ASCEND TO THE WORLD OF INFINITY, UP TO THE CREATOR HIMSELF. TO ESTABLISH THIS CONTACT, THE HIGHER PARTZUF DELIBERATELY DIMINISHES ITSELF, DESCENDS TO THE LEVEL OF THE LOWER PARTZUF AND THEIR PROPERTIES BECOME SIMILAR. THE AHP OF THE HIGHER PARTZUF WILLINGLY FALLS INTO THE GE OF THE LOWER ONE, AS IF IT HAS NO POWER TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT, AND BECOMES A SINGLE WHOLE WITH THE LOWER PARTZUF. THIS RESEMBLES A STRONG PERSON WHO ENTERS INTO A SOCIETY OF CRIMINALS AND IMITATES THEIR BEHAVIOR, SO THAT AFTER BEING ADMITTED TO THEIR CIRCLE AND ESTABLISHING CONTACT WITH THEM, HE CAN GRADUALLY START INFLUENCING AND CORRECTING THEM.  IN WHAT WAY? THE UPPER LIGHT (THE SO-CALLED LIGHT AB-SAG) COMES AND PROVIDES THE AHP OF THE HIGHER PARTZUF WITH POWER TO RISE TO THEIR GE. THE GE OF THE LOWER PARTZUF RISE TOGETHER WITH THEM. BECAUSE THEY WERE A SINGLE WHOLE AND EQUAL IN THEIR PROPERTIES BELOW, THEY RECEIVE THE SAME POWER TO RISE UP.  UPON RECEIVING THE LIGHT AB-SAG, THE GE OF THE LOWER PARTZUF BECOME LIKE HIGHER ONE. THEREFORE, WE SHOULD NOT LOOK UPON THE 2ND RESTRICTION AS SOMETHING NEGATIVE. RATHER, WE SHOULD SEE IT AS THE HELP OF THE HIGHER PARTZUF. IT DESCENDS TO THE LOWER PARTZUF BY SPOILING ITS OWN PROPERTIES IN ORDER TO EQUALIZE ITSELF WITH IT AND SUBSEQUENTLY RISE TOGETHER WITH IT TO ITS PREVIOUS LEVEL. THIS WAY, THE LOWEST LEVEL CAN RISE NOT ONLY TO THE NEXT HIGHER LEVEL, BUT IT ALSO CAN REACH THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF THE SPIRITUAL LADDER. 
THE LIGHT OF ZON IS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLDS BYA
THE PARTZUF YESHSUT IS THE AHP OF THE PARTZUF BINA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, AND ALL THAT IT RECEIVES AND PASSES TO ZON OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT SUBSEQUENTLY DESCENDS TO THE WORLDS BYA AND THEN TO US. IN THE STATE OF KATNUT, THE AHP OF YESHSUT FALL INTO ZON. YESHSUT THEN RECEIVES POWER AND BY LIFTING ITS OWN AHP, IT ALSO LIFTS ZON. BY RISING TO YESHSUT, ZON BECOMES SIMILAR TO IT AND RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF ITS LEVEL THERE. ZON CAN NEVER RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA AT ITS OWN LEVEL. THEY CAN ONLY SUSTAIN THEIR EXISTENCE WITH THE HELP OF THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM.  ZON OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT ARE CALLED OLAM (WORLD) JUST LIKE OUR WORLD IS ALSO CALLED OLAM, BECAUSE ALL THAT ZON DE ATZILUT RECEIVE CAN BE RECEIVED BY MAN IN THIS WORLD. AND VICE VERSA, ALL THAT ZON DE ATZILUT CANNOT RECEIVE IS UNATTAINABLE FOR MAN BECAUSE WE CAN ONLY REACH UP TO THE LEVEL OF ZON AND NO HIGHER.  SINCE ZON CANNOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IN ITS PLACE, THE CREATOR PURPOSELY CREATED THE 2ND RESTRICTION BY LOWERING THE SEFIROT OF THE AHP OF THE PARTZUF YESHSUT TO ZON, SO THAT ZON WOULD BE ABLE TO RISE TO YESHSUT AND HIGHER, UP TO THE HIGHEST LEVEL. THAT IS WHY IT IS SAID IN THE TORAH (BERESHEET BARAH): “IN THE BEGINNING THE CREATOR CREATED ALL IN STRICTNESS (RESTRICTION), BUT AFTER SEEING THAT THE WORLD (ZON) CANNOT EXIST (RECEIVE ALL THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA PREPARED FOR IT), ADDED THE PROPERTY OF MERCY TO STRICTNESS.” IN THE BEGINNING, HE RAISED MALCHUT (THE RESTRICTION OF YESHSUT BECAUSE IT IS BANNED FROM RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT) TO BINA (MERCY OF YESHSUT). BECAUSE OF THAT, THE AHP OF YESHSUT FELL INTO ZON AND MERGED WITH THEM. HOWEVER, THE WORLD (ZON) CANNOT YET EXIST THIS WAY. HENCE, THE CREATOR ADDED MERCY TO STRICTNESS: HE GAVE POWER TO YESHSUT TO RAISE ITS AHP TOGETHER WITH ZON TO THE LEVEL OF YESHSUT. ZON RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF YESHSUT THERE AND PASS IT ON DOWN TO ALL THE WORLDS OF BYA AND OUR WORLD. CORRECTION IN THREE LINES:  EACH OF 10 SEFIROT IN ITS TURN CONSISTS OF 10 INDIVIDUAL SUB-SEFIROT. MALCHUT RISES TO BINA IN EACH INDIVIDUAL SEFIRA, I.E., IT MOVES UP FROM ITS PLACE TO BINA IN EACH PARTICULAR SEFIRA: THE SIGN | MEANS A PARTICULAR PARSA IN SEFIRA, THE RESTRICTION IMPOSED ON SPREADING OF THE LIGHT. THE GE THAT REMAINED IN EACH SEFIRA ABOVE THE PARSA ARE CALLED THE RIGHT LINE BECAUSE THERE IS LIGHT IN THEM. THE MALCHUT THAT ROSE TO BINA IN EACH SEFIRA CREATES THE LEFT LINE BY ITS RESTRICTION ON THE RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT. A ZIVUG MADE ON THE ELEVATED MALCHUT (ONLY ON THE FREE, UNRESTRICTED KELIM K-H-B) ALLOWS THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM TO SHINE IN THE GE. THIS RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM IN THE GE IS CALLED THE LEFT LINE.  NOW LET’S PROCEED TO THE CLARIFICATION OF WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE ZOHAR. THERE ARE 10 SEFIROT: KETER (K), HOCHMA (H), BINA (B), HESED (H), GEVURA (G), TIFFERET (T), NETZAH (N), HOD (H), YESOD (Y), AND MALCHUT (M). ACTUALLY, AS WE MENTIONED BEFORE, THERE ARE 5 OF THEM: KETER (K), HOCHMA (H), BINA (B), TIFFERET (T), AND MALCHUT (M) BECAUSE TIFFERET (ALTERNATIVELY CALLED ZEIR ANPIN - ZA) CONSISTS OF 6 SEFIROT, FROM HESED TO YESOD. 5 SEFIROT K-H-B-ZA-M CREATED 5 PARTZUFIM IN EACH WORLD. THE PARTZUFIM IN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT ARE ARICH ANPIN (AA), ABBA VE IMA (AVI), AND ZEIR ANPIN AND NUKVA (ZON). KETER IS CALLED AA. HOCHMA AND BINA ARE CORRESPONDINGLY CALLED AVI. ZA (TIFFERET) AND MALCHUT ARE CALLED ZON.  THE ESSENCE OF THE 7 DAYS OF THE CREATION LIES IN THE PARTZUFIM ZA AND NUKVA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, WHICH CONSIST OF 7 SEFIROT: H-G-T-N-H-Y-M. FROM THE DESCRIPTION OF THE CREATION, IT TRANSPIRES HOW AVI (HOCHMA AND BINA) GIVE BIRTH TO ZON (THE ENTIRE CREATION INCLUDING US) AND GROW THEM UP TO THE FINAL STATE DURING 6000 YEARS. THIS IS WHAT THE ZOHAR TELLS US.  RABBI CHIZKIYAH STARTED EXPLAINING NUKVA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT WITH CLARIFYING THE BIRTH OF ZON FROM IMA-BINA CALLED ELOKIM. HENCE, HE BEGAN HIS EXPLANATION FROM THE ROSE, NUKVA OF ZA. NUKVA OF ZA IN THE STATE OF ITS COMPLETE DEVELOPMENT IS CALLED KNESSET ISRAEL, THE COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL. THIS IS BECAUSE NUKVA CONSISTS OF ALL THE SOULS JOINTLY CALLED ISRAEL; HENCE, IT IS SAID THAT THE ROSE IS KNESSET ISRAEL. THERE ARE 2 STATES OF THE ROSE (MALCHUT). ONE IS LOW, INITIAL, AND SMALL, WHEN MALCHUT CONSISTS ONLY OF ONE SEFIRA FILLED WITH THE LIGHT NEFESH; ITS OTHER 9 SEFIROT FELL FROM THE WORLD OF ATZILUT TO THE WORLD OF BERIA. THE OTHER STATE OF NUKVA IS MATURE, BIG, AND COMPLETE, WHEN ITS 9 SEFIROT RISE FROM THE WORLD OF BERIA BACK TO THE WORLD OF ATZILUT AND MAKE ITS PARTZUF COMPLETE BY SUPPLEMENTING IT TO 10 SEFIROT. BEING EQUAL TO ITS HUSBAND, ZA, IT THEN RISES TOGETHER WITH HIM TO AVI AND DRESSES THEM, I.E. RECEIVES THEIR LIGHT.  THE DRESSING OF THE LOWER, OUTER PARTZUF ON THE UPPER, INNER ONE MEANS THAT THE LOWER PARTZUF ATTAINS THE HIGHER ONE’S PART, RISES TO A HIGHER SPIRITUAL LEVEL AND BECOMES SOMEWHAT SIMILAR TO THE UPPER PARTZUF.  IN THIS CASE ZA IS CALLED ISRAEL. THE WORD IS FORMED BY THE COMBINATIONS OF LETTERS LI (HEB., TO ME) AND ROSH (HEAD), WHICH MEANS THE BIG STATE. NUKVA IS CALLED THE COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL BECAUSE SHE ACCUMULATES ALL THE LIGHT OF HER HUSBAND, ZA, AND PASSES IT DOWN TO THE SOULS IN THE WORLDS BYA. THE SMALL STATE OF NUKVA IS CALLED “THE ROSE AMONG THE THORNS” BECAUSE ITS 9 LOWER SEFIROT IN THE SMALL STATE FELL UNDER THE PARSA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. HENCE, THEY LOST THE LIGHT OF ATZILUT AND TURNED DRY AS THORNS. IN THE BIG STATE, NUKVA IS SIMPLY CALLED THE ROSE OR THE COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL. THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN: “THERE IS A ROSE, AND THERE IS A ROSE.” THE COLOR RED DESIGNATES THE ROSE’S CONNECTION WITH THE OUTER, IMPURE FORCES, WHICH IN VIEW OF THIS CONNECTION CAN SUCK ITS POWERS (LIGHT) FROM IT. THIS IS BECAUSE ITS 9 SEFIROT ARE IN EXILE UNDER THE WORLD OF ATZILUT IN BERIA, WHERE THE IMPURE FORCES ALREADY EXIST. THERE IS ALSO WHITE COLOR IN THE ROSE, IN ITS SEFIRA KETER, BECAUSE THE SEFIRA KETER IS IN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, ABOVE THE PARSA, WHERE THERE IS NO CONTACT WITH THE LOW, IMPURE FORCES. IN OTHER WORDS, THERE ARE TWO OPPOSITE STATES: PERFECTION AND ITS ABSENCE, THE LIGHT AND DARKNESS. THE PERSON WHO ATTAINS THAT LEVEL CAN FEEL THEM. IT IS THEREFORE WRITTEN: JUST AS THE ROSE AMONG THE THORNS IS TINGED WITH RED AND WHITE, SO DOES THE COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL CONSIST OF THE QUALITIES OF JUDGMENT AND MERCY. THIS SHOWS THAT IN THE BIG STATE, WHEN MALCHUT IS CALLED KNESSET ISRAEL, EVEN THOUGH IT ROSE TO BINA AND DRESSED IT, IT STILL RETAINS THE PROPERTY OF JUDGMENT OR RESTRICTION. THIS PROPERTY IS TOUGH AND JUST, AND HAS NO COMPASSION IN IT BECAUSE IT NEEDS A SCREEN (A FORCE OF RESISTANCE TO ITS EGOISTICAL DESIRES) WHICH, IF AVAILABLE, ENABLES MALCHUT TO RECEIVE THE UPPER LIGHT. THE LAW, JUDGMENT OR RESTRICTION DOES NOT ALLOW RECEIVING THE LIGHT IN THE EGOISTICAL DESIRES. THE SCREEN, THE ASPIRATION TO OPPOSE ONE’S OWN EGOISTICAL DESIRES, REPELS THE LIGHT (PLEASURE) BACK TO ITS SOURCE, THE CREATOR. THIS LIGHT PUSHED AWAY BY MAN IS CALLED THE REFLECTED LIGHT OR THE LIGHT OF JUDGMENT. TO THE EXTENT OF INTENSITY OF THE REFLECTIVE FORCE (I.E., THE FORCE OF RESISTANCE TO ONE’S WILL TO RECEIVE), IT ALLOWS A PERSON TO RECEIVE IN THESE ALTRUISTIC DESIRES 10 SEFIROT OF THE UPPER LIGHT (CALLED THE DIRECT LIGHT OR THE LIGHT OF MERCY) FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR. THEREFORE, EVEN IN ITS COMPLETE STATE, IT CONSISTS OF JUDGMENT AND MERCY WHICH CORRESPONDS TO THE RED AND WHITE COLORS OF THE ROSE AMONG THE THORNS.  THIS IS A POOL MADE BY THE KING SOLOMON. IT STANDS ON 12 BULLS BECAUSE THESE ARE THE 9 LOWER SEFIROT OF MALCHUT THAT FELL TO THE WORLD OF BERIA AND WERE CORRECTED THERE BY 12 BULL HEADS. OF THEIR SEFIROT, KETER THAT REMAINED IN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT IS CALLED THE “POOL” STANDING ON 12 BULLS. TOGETHER, THEY ARE CALLED 13 ROSE PETALS. (THE REASON WHY 10 SEFIROT OF MALCHUT ARE DIVIDED INTO 10 HASSADIM OR 13 HOCHMA WILL BE CLARIFIED LATER).  THE LIGHT OF THE COMPLETE NUKVA IS CALLED HOCHMA BECAUSE IT CONTAINS THE LIGHT OF WISDOM AND ORIGINATES IN THE 13 NAMES CALLED “13 ATTRIBUTES OF MERCY.” HOWEVER, THE MAIN THING THAT RABBI CHIZKIYAH WANTS TO TELL US IS THAT THE ROSE AMONG THE THORNS IS ABOVE THE COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL BECAUSE, AS IS WELL KNOWN, ALL THAT IS PRESENT IN THE BIG STATE OF NUKVA MUST ALSO REMAIN IN ITS SMALL STATE.  THEREFORE, IT IS SAID THAT THE PROPERTIES OF WHITE AND RED IN THE SMALL STATE CORRESPOND TO THE PROPERTIES OF MERCY AND JUDGMENT IN THE BIG STATE. THE 13 PETALS OF THE SMALL STATE AT THEIR CORRECTION CREATE IN NUKVA 13 ATTRIBUTES OF MERCY IN ITS BIG STATE. LATER ON, WE WILL SEE HOW THESE 13 ATTRIBUTES OF MALCHUT OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT CHANGE IT IN ITS SMALL AND BIG STATES.  IT IS WRITTEN THAT IN THE PROCESS OF CREATION “IN THE BEGINNING ELOKIM (BINA DE ATZILUT) CREATED” NUKVA OF THE WORLD OF ZA WITH THE WORDS: ET SHAMAIM, VE’ET, ARETZ, VEARETZ, HAITA, TOHU, VAVOHU, VECHOSHECH, AL, PNEI, TEHOM, VERUACH (FROM “ELOKIM” TO “ELOKIM”). THESE 13 WORDS DESIGNATE 13 PETALS OF THE ROSE AMONG THE THORNS (ITS SMALL STATE). LIKE THE POOL BUILT BY THE KING SOLOMON THAT STANDS ON 13 (12) BULLS (9 LOWER SEFIROT OF MALCHUT WITHOUT LIGHT BECAUSE THEY ARE IN THE WORLD OF BERIA, UNDER THE PARSA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT), THEY ARE A PREPARATION FOR PURIFYING AND CORRECTING THE COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL IN ORDER TO RECEIVE 13 ATTRIBUTES OF MERCY. THESE 13 ATTRIBUTES OF MERCY (THE LIGHT OF COMPLETE NUKVA) SURROUND IT AND SHINE UPON IT FROM ALL SIDES. THEY GUARD IT FROM THE TOUCH OF FOREIGN (EGOISTICAL) DESIRES. UNTIL IT IS FILLED WITH ALL THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IN ITS COMPLETE, BIG STATE, FOREIGN, EGOISTICAL DESIRES HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO CLING TO IT AND FEED ON IT. 2. AFTER THIS, THE NAME ELOKIM IS MENTIONED ANOTHER TIME IN THE PASSAGE “ELOKIM MOVED UPON”. WHY IS IT MENTIONED IN THIS SENSE? THIS IS TO BRING OUT THE FIVE RIGID LEAVES THAT SURROUND THE ROSE THAT ARE CALLED “SALVATION.” AND THIS SECRET IS WRITTEN ABOUT IN THE VERSE, “I WILL RAISE THE CUP OF SALVATION” (TEHILIM 116:13). THIS IS THE “CUP OF BENEDICTION.” THE CUP OF BENEDICTION MUST REST ON FIVE FINGERS, JUST AS THE ROSE RESTS ON FIVE RIGID LEAVES THAT CORRESPOND TO THE FIVE FINGERS. AND THIS ROSE IS THE CUP OF BENEDICTION. FROM THE SECOND TO THE THIRD MENTION OF THE NAME ELOKIM (THE TORAH, P. 1), THERE ARE FIVE WORDS, WHICH TRANSLATE AS “MOVED, OVER, THE SURFACE, OF THE WATERS, AND SAID.” IN ALL, 5 WORDS PARALLEL THE 5 LEAVES. FROM THIS POINT, THE VERSE CONTINUES, “THE CREATOR SAID: “LET THERE BE LIGHT.” AFTER THIS LIGHT WAS CREATED, IT WAS CONCEALED AND ENCLOSED WITHIN THAT COVENANT THAT ENTERED THE ROSE AND FRUCTIFIED IT. THIS IS REFERRED TO AS “A TREE BEARING FRUIT WHOSE SEED IS WITHIN IT” (THE TORAH 1:12) AND THIS SEED IS THE SIGN OF THE COVENANT.  5 LEAVES MEAN 5 SEFIROT OF THE LIGHT REFLECTED FROM MALCHUT WHICH IT RAISES ABOVE ZIVUG DE HAKA’A. THE DIRECT COMING LIGHT IS CALLED 5 HASSADIM H-G-T-N-H. IT GETS CLOTHED IN 5 PARTS (TYPES OF RESTRICTIONS) OF THE REFLECTED LIGHT H-G-T-N-H CALLED THE RIGID LEAVES OF THE ROSE, WHICH CORRESPONDS TO THE TEXT FROM THE SECOND (THE SPIRIT OF GOD MOVED OVER THE SURFACE OF THE WATERS) TO THE THIRD (AND SAID) MENTION OF THE WORD ELOKIM IN THE TORAH. THESE WORDS EXPLAIN HOW THE 5 RIGID LEAVES (ATTRIBUTES) CAN BE REMOVED FROM MALCHUT SO THAT IT WILL BE FIT TO MAKE A ZIVUG AND ACHIEVE THE BIG STATE. DURING THE BIG STATE, WHEN THE 5 RIGID LEAVES BECOME 5 RESTRICTIONS, THEY ARE DEFINED AS 5 GATES OF RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM (OF THE DIRECT LIGHT). THEY ARE CALLED SALVATION, AND MALCHUT IS CALLED THE CUP OF SALVATION OR THE CUP OF BENEDICTION AND GOOD FORTUNE, BECAUSE THANKS TO THESE LEAVES, (RESTRICTIONS) MALCHUT CAN RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM OR BENEDICTION.  THE CUP OF BENEDICTION MUST REST ON 5 FINGERS BECAUSE MALCHUT CAN RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA ONLY IF IT IS CLOTHED IN THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM. THEREFORE, FIRST IT HAS TO MAKE A BENEDICTION (WHICH MEANS TO RECEIVE 5 PARTS (NARANHAY) OF THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM WITH THE HELP OF 5 FINGERS (5 RESTRICTIONS), AND THEN TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IN THEM (I.E., IN THE CORRECTED INTENTIONS).  HENCE, A CUP MUST BE LIFTED WITH TWO HANDS BECAUSE THE 5 FINGERS OF THE RIGHT HAND SYMBOLIZE MERCY – HASSADIM, AND THE 5 FINGERS OF THE LEFT HAND SYMBOLIZE RESTRICTIONS. HOWEVER, ONCE A PERSON STARTS PRONOUNCING A BLESSING, HE SHOULD HOLD THE CUP ONLY WITH THE 5 FINGERS OF HIS RIGHT (HASSADIM, BESTOWAL) HAND. OTHERWISE, THE IMPURE FORCES THAT TAKE FROM THE LEFT (RECEIVING) SIDE BECOME ACTIVE BECAUSE THEY CLING ONLY WHERE THERE IS RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT. AFTER THAT, THE BIG STATE OF MALCHUT FOLLOWS, WHICH CORRESPONDS TO THE WORDS OF THE TORAH: “LET THERE BE LIGHT.” THESE ARE THE 5 LIGHTS IN WHICH ADAM SAW THE WORLD FROM END TO END (THE TALMUD. CHAGIGAH 12). YET, THE CREATOR SAW THAT THERE WOULD BE TRANSGRESSIONS IN THE GENERATION OF THE FLOOD AND THE TOWER OF BABEL AND CONCEALED THIS LIGHT. THE SUBSEQUENT GENERATIONS HAVE TO ATTAIN IT BY THEMSELVES.  PREVIOUSLY, THESE 5 HASSADIM WERE IN YESOD OF ZA, AND MALCHUT RECEIVED FROM IT AND NOT FROM BINA CALLED ELOKIM AS NOW. YESOD DE ZA IS CALLED THE SIGN OF THE COVENANT WITH THE CREATOR (AFTER THE CORRECTION CALLED CIRCUMCISION IS MADE), AND THE 5 HASSADIM RECEIVED ON THE 5 RESTRICTIONS ARE CALLED “SEED.” THE MAIN POWER OF RESTRICTIONS AND THE IMPACT FORCES OF THE SCREEN THAT PUSH THE LIGHT BACK ARE IN ATERET YESOD (THE END OF THE SEFIRA YESOD). ZIVUG DE HAKA’A OCCURS THERE FROM WHICH MALCHUT RECEIVES THE LIGHT. ONLY IN THE END OF CORRECTION WILL THIS ZIVUG PASS ON TO MALCHUT ITSELF.  THEREFORE, DURING 6000 YEARS, THE SCREEN THAT STANDS IN YESOD STRIKES THE COMING LIGHT (PLEASURE) WITH ITS 5 RESTRICTIONS (THE FORCES THAT RESIST EGOISTICAL PLEASURE), THUS CREATING 5 PARTS OF THE REFLECTED LIGHT AND RECEIVING IN THEM THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM. SUBSEQUENTLY, ZA PASSES THESE 5 LIGHTS OF HASSADIM FROM ITS YESOD TO NUKVA. THESE 5 LIGHTS OF HASSADIM ARE CALLED “SEED.”  3. AND JUST AS THE COVENANT IS IMPREGNATED BY 42 ZIVUGIM FROM THAT SAME SEED, SO THE ENGRAVED AND HOLY NAME IS IMPREGNATED BY ALL THE 42 LETTERS THAT DESCRIBE THE ACT OF CREATION. THE NAME MB = MEM + BET = 40 + 2 IS COMPOSED OF HAVAYAH (4 LETTERS), FULFILLED HAVAYAH (10 LETTERS), AND DOUBLY FULFILLED HAVAYAH (28 LETTERS). IN ALL, 4 + 10 + 28 = 42, WHICH MEANS THE SEED THAT EXISTS IN THE SIGN OF THE COVENANT, I.E., IN 5 HASSADIM AND IN 5 GEVUROT.  THERE ARE TWO ASPECTS TO NUKVA: ITS BODY (PARTZUF) THAT EMERGES FROM BINA AND ITS ZIVUG CALLED THE SECRET OF UNITY WITH ZA. NUKVA CAN BE IN 2 STATES: SMALL OR BIG. THE SMALL STATE IS AN INCOMPLETE, INSUFFICIENT STATE OF MALCHUT, BUT IT IS NECESSARY AS A PREPARATION FOR THE BIG STATE CALLED THE REVELATION OF THE CONCEALED. SINCE THE BIG STATE REVEALS THE SMALL ONE AND ALL THAT IS CONCEALED IN THE SMALL STATE BECOMES CLEAR IN THE BIG ONE, A PERSON IN A STATE OF SPIRITUAL FALL DOES NOT SEE THE REASONS OF HIS CONDITION. HOWEVER, EVERYTHING CLEARS UP WHEN HE ACHIEVES THE FOLLOWING BIG STATE.  DUE TO THE ASCENT OF MALCHUT OF AVI TO THEIR BINA, THE PARTZUF OF BINA (AVI) WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS: THE UPPER PART, GE, ACQUIRED THE NAME AVI WHILE THE LOWER PART BECAME YESHSUT. AVI ARE FILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM BECAUSE THEY WISH NOTHING ELSE, BUT YESHSUT RECEIVES IT FROM THEM BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH IT DESIRES THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA, IT CANNOT RECEIVE IT IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT MALCHUT OF AVI ROSE ABOVE IT.  ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO LIGHT OF HOCHMA IN AVI, THEY DO NOT SUFFER AT ALL WITHOUT IT AND THEREFORE EXIST IN PERFECTION CALLED GAR. EVEN WHEN A PERSON RAISES MAN AND ASKS FOR POWER (THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA) TO OVERCOME HIS IMPURE DESIRES, AVI DO NOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. YESHSUT RECEIVES THIS LIGHT AND PASSES IT TO ZA. HENCE, ALTHOUGH AVI ARE BELOW THE ROSH OF AA AND HAVE NO LIGHT OF HOCHMA, THEY DO NOT SUFFER FROM IT.  HOWEVER, YESHSUT SUFFERS FROM THE LACK OF THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA, WISHING TO PASS IT TO ZA. IT WAITS FOR MAN FROM ZA TO RISE TO AVI IN THE FORM OF SEFIRA DA’AT. THIS IS BECAUSE WHEN THE LOWER PARTZUFIM RAISE MAN, THE ENTIRE BINA RISES TO THE ROSH OF AA; YESHSUT RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FROM AA AND PASSES IT TO ZON. THIS CORRESPONDS TO THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE LETTER YUD FROM THE WORD AIR (AVIR), AND THIS WORD TURNS INTO OHR – LIGHT (HOCHMA).  FOR ALL THAT, AVI REMAIN IN THE ROSH OF AA ONLY WITH THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM (AIR). HENCE, THE HEADS OF BOTH AA AND AVI ARE CALLED “SUPERIOR WATERS” OR “HEAVEN.” ALTHOUGH AVI CAN BE BENEATH THE ROSH OF AA, SINCE THIS DOES NOT AFFECT THEIR INDEPENDENCE AND PERFECTION, IT IS AS IF THEY ARE IN THE ROSH OF AA.  UNDER AVI THERE IS A FIRMAMENT, THE PARSA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, WHICH SEPARATES THE KELIM OF BESTOWAL FROM THE KELIM OF RECEPTION OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. YESHSUT AND ZON (INFERIOR WATERS) THAT NEED THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA STAND UNDER THE PARSA, WHICH IS IN THE CHEST OF AA. IT IS SAID THAT THE INFERIOR WATERS WEEP (I.E., THEIR STATE IS SMALL) BECAUSE THEY FEEL THE LACK OF OHR HOCHMA AND WISH TO RISE TO THE ROSH OF AA. ONE SHOULD IN NO WAY CONFUSE THE PARSA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT (INSIDE ATZILUT) THAT DIVIDES IT INTO GE AND AHP WITH THE PARSA BELOW THE WORLD ATZILUT THAT SEPARATES IT FROM THE WORLDS BYA.  THE LIGHT THAT IS RECEIVED ABOVE THE PARSA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT IS CALLED MEM-BET (MB). HOWEVER, THE 7 SEFIROT OF ZON (6 SEFIROT OF ZA AND 1 SEFIRA OF MALCHUT) THAT DESIGNATE THE 7 DAYS OF CREATION CANNOT RECEIVE THIS LIGHT OF MB BECAUSE THEY ARE UNDER THE PARSA AND RECEIVE ONLY THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM (MINIMAL SUSTENANCE) FROM YESHSUT. HOWEVER, WHEN THE SOULS (MAN) RAISE MAN AND MAD DESCENDS FROM AB-SAG (THE LIGHT THAT BRINGS BINA BACK TO THE ROSH OF AA), THEN YESHSUT RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA AND PASSES IT TO ZON. OWING TO THAT, ZON RISE ABOVE THE PARSA THAT STANDS AT THE LEVEL OF THE CHEST OF AA AND RECEIVE THE LIGHT MB.  THAT IS WHY THE LIGHT MB IS MANIFESTED IN 32 ELOKIM AND 10 ADAGES, WHERE 32 ELOKIM MEAN YESHSUT IN THE STATE OF ASCENT. YESHSUT RECEIVES 32 STREAMS OF WISDOM (HOCHMA) THAT CREATE IN IT 32 NAMES ELOKIM, MENTIONED IN THE ACT OF CREATION: “IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED,” AND SO ON.  THE 10 ADAGES ARE 5 HASSADIM. AFTER ZON HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FROM 32 ELOKIM, THE 5 LIGHTS OF HASSADIM THAT WERE RECEIVED FROM AVI (MEANING MB) ARE CALLED “SUPERIOR WATERS.” WE SEE THAT 5 HASSADIM IN ZON DO NOT TURN INTO THE NAME MB BEFORE THEY RECEIVE FROM 32 ELOKIM. IT IS THEREFORE SAID THAT 32 ELOKIM WITH 10 ADAGES FORM THE NAME MB, I.E., IN THE STATE OF ASCENT.  HENCE, RABBI CHIZKIYAH SAID THAT THE 5 LIGHTS IN THE SENTENCE “LET THERE BE LIGHT” (MEANING 5 HASSADIM) ARE CALLED “SEED” (OR ABUNDANCE) WHICH YESOD OF ZA PASSES TO MALCHUT. IT IS CALLED MB, ALTHOUGH BASICALLY IT IS MERELY 5 HASSADIM. HOWEVER, SINCE IT HAS THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA THAT WAS RECEIVED FROM 32 ELOKIM OF YESHSUT, IT REFERS TO MB.  
THE FLOWER BUDS [OF THE LORD’S INVINCIBLE ROD]
4. “IN THE BEGINNING,” RABBI SHIMON QUOTED THE VERSE, “THE FLOWER BUDS APPEARED ON THE EARTH” (IN HEBREW THE WORDS “COUNTRY” AND “EARTH” ARE DESIGNATED BY THE SAME WORD ARETZ; SHIR HASHIRIM 2:12). “THE FLOWER BUDS” REFER TO THE ACT OF CREATION; “APPEARED ON THE EARTH.” WHEN? ON THE THIRD DAY, AS IT IS WRITTEN, “AND THE EARTH BROUGHT FORTH GRASS” (THE TORAH 1:12). “THE TIME OF PRUNING HAS COME” ALLUDES TO THE FOURTH DAY, THE TIME OF STRICTNESS, JUDGMENT, RESTRICTION. THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN ABOUT THE FOURTH DAY THAT A LETTER IS MISSING FROM THE WORD “LIGHTS,” WHICH ALLUDES TO THE STRICTNESS OF JUDGMENT AND A CURSE. “AND THE VOICE OF THE TURTLE DOVE IS HEARD” REFERS TO THE FIFTH DAY, ABOUT WHICH IT IS WRITTEN, “LET THE WATERS SWARM,” SO THEY CAN PRODUCE LIVING CREATURES. “IS HEARD” ALREADY REFERS TO THE SIXTH DAY, ON WHICH IT SAYS, “LET US CREATE MAN” WHO SHALL PUT ACTION BEFORE UNDERSTANDING (NA’ASEH VE NISHMAH). BECAUSE HERE IT SAYS, “LET US CREATE MAN” AND THERE IT SAYS, “WE WILL DO, AND WE WILL HEAR.” “IN OUR LAND” REFERS TO THE DAY OF SHABBAT, WHICH REPRESENTS THE LAND OF LIFE, WHICH IS THE WORLD TO COME.  IT IS COMPLETELY INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO US HOW THE ZOHAR COMPARES THE WORDS FROM SHIR HASHIRIM (SONG OF SONGS 2:12) WITH WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE TORAH ABOUT THE FIRST DAYS OF CREATION. 6 DAYS (6,000 YEARS FROM THE 1ST DAY IS SUNDAY TO THE 6TH DAY IS FRIDAY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT OR ALSO 6,000 YEARS FROM THE 1ST NIGHT IS SUNDAY NIGHT TO THE 6TH NIGHT IS FRIDAY NIGHT ON THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT] OF [UNIVERSAL] CREATION SYMBOLIZES THE 6 SEFIROT H-G-T-N-H-Y OF ZA [6 SEFIROTS, WHICH IS 60 LEVELS, EACH IS MADE UP ON THE 10 SEFIROT: KETER (K) OR (C) WHICH STANDS FOR 1 PLATINUM CENT, HOCHMA (H), BINA (B), HESED (H), GEVURA (G), TIFFERET (T), NETZAH (N), HOD (H), YESOD (Y), AND MALCHUT (M)] OF WHICH ALL 10 SEFIROT OF NUKVA ARE BUILT [THIS MEANS 1 INVINCIBLE CROWN A DAY AT THE 10TH HEAVEN OR 1 INVINCIBLE CROWN A NIGHT AT THE 10TH HEAVEN & UP TO 6 DAYS EACH WITH 1 INVINCIBLE CROWN OR 6 NIGHTS EACH WITH 1 INVINCIBLE CROWN IN ALL NUMBERS FROM 0 TO INFINITE, BEFORE THE LORD’S 7,000 YEAR OVERTHROW ON THE 7TH DAY ON SATURDAY FOR THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT AT 3:00PM SHARP WITH 1 BROKEN CROWN [THIS UNIVERSAL ETERNAL BREAK HAPPENS SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE OTHER ETERNAL BREAK AT THE EXACT PRECISE TIME & EXACT PRECISE LOCATION OF THE ANCIENT ADAMANT DIAMOND STONE OCCURS ONCE IN THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH IN THE ALTAR ONLY & NOT THE GIFT & NOT IN THE UNIVERSAL BUSINESS IN THE TEMPLE & GOLD OR THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE IN THE PLATINUM LORDSHIP & THE THRONE IN ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30, WHICH IS ACTS 1 IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST, WHICH IS THE TOP KNOWN ENGLISH REALM IN PALESTINE IN JERUSALEM, ISRAEL COUNTY TERRITORY AREA & NOT IN ANY COMMUNITIES OR IN ANY CITIES WITHIN THE COUNTY] BECAUSE OF ETERNAL PERDITION, WHICH IS ETERNALLY LOST ENDLESSLY, THAT IS SET UP ONLY FOR THE LADY VICTORIA’S [BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH’S] PARTY WITH THE LORD LUCIFER [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL] IN THE PRISONS IN HELL, WHICH IS WITHIN THE 10 SEFIROT FROM 6:00AM TO 6:00PM ON SATURDAY THE TOP KETER [CROWN] (THE LETTER K) IS ETERNALLY BROKEN ONCE IN THE HARDEST ANCIENT ADAMANT DIAMOND STONE ONLY WITH NO METAL IN THE HIGHER TOP NUMBER 0 WITH AN OPPOSING SIDE IN ONCE OF THE HIGHER TOP NUMBER 0 THAT IS ETERNALLY SECURE IN THE HARDEST ANCIENT EMERY DIAMOND STONE, ENFORCED WITH THE HARDEST TITANIUM METAL AT 3:00PM AT 100.0001% ONLY & IS ETERNALLY SECURE AT 00.0000% TO 100.0000% ORIGINALLY IN THE TOP NUMBER 0 IN ALL NUMBERS FROM 0 TO INFINITE, BUT THE REST OF THE 9 IS ETERNALLY SECURE AT LOWER LEVELS FROM 00.0000% TO 100.0001% EACH, WHICH IS THE HOCHMA (THE LETTER H), BINA (THE LETTER B), HESED (THE LETTER H), GEVURA (THE LETTER G), TIFFERET (THE LETTER T), NETZAH (THE LETTER N), HOD (THE LETTER H), YESOD (THE LETTER Y), AND MALCHUT (THE LETTER M) IN ALL NUMBERS FROM 0 TO INFINITE OR 7TH NIGHT ON SATURDAY NIGHT FOR THE SOUTH AMERICA/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT AT 3:00AM SHARP WITH 1 BROKEN CROWN [THIS UNIVERSAL ETERNAL BREAK HAPPENS SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE OTHER ETERNAL BREAK AT THE EXACT PRECISE TIME & EXACT PRECISE LOCATION OF THE LORD’S ETERNAL UNIVERSAL OVERTHROW IN THE MID-POINT OF THE 2,000 YEAR ENGLISH REIGN FROM 1018AD TO 3018AD TO FINISH OUT THE INITIAL MID-POINT YEAR OF THE LORD, WHICH IS JANUARY 1ST, 2019 AT 3:00AM IN THE MORNING SINCE THIS WOULD CONCERN SATURDAY/SUNDAY GLOBALLY TO MONDAY/TUESDAY GLOBALLY TO DECEMBER 29TH/30TH, 2018AD, BUT GOES THROUGH THE DECEMBER 30TH/31ST, 2018AD & ENDS UP IN THE DECEMBER 31ST, 2018AD/JANUARY 1ST, 2019AD AT 3:00AM SHARP FROM LUKE 23:1-ACTS 7:60, WHICH IS 9 LEVELS FROM SUNDAY TO TUESDAY OF THE ANCIENT ADAMANT DIAMOND STONE OCCURS ONCE IN THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE IN THE PLATINUM LORDSHIP AS CREATOR AGENT LORDSHIP BECOMING MAN ILLEGALLY, UNLAWFULLY & UNAUTHORIZED TO HAVE SEX OR TO FUCK ONLY & CREATOR AGENT LADYSHIP [FEMALE LORDSHIP] BECOMING WOMAN ILLEGALLY, UNLAWFULLY & UNAUTHORIZED TO HAVE SEX OR TO FUCK ONLY & NOT THE THRONE & NOT IN THE UNIVERSAL BUSINESS IN THE TEMPLE & GOLD OR THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH IN THE ALTAR & GIFT IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30, WHICH IS THE TOP-SECRET ENGLISH REALM IN THE USA IN FLORENCE, SC COUNTY TERRITORY AREA & NOT IN ANY COMMUNITIES OR IN ANY CITIES WITHIN THE COUNTY] BECAUSE OF ETERNAL PERDITION, WHICH IS ETERNALLY LOST ENDLESSLY, THAT IS SET UP ONLY FOR THE LADY VICTORIA’S [BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH’S] PARTY WITH THE LORD LUCIFER [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL] IN THE PRISONS IN HELL, WHICH IS WITHIN THE 10 SEFIROT FROM 6:00PM TO 6:00AM ON SATURDAY NIGHT THE TOP KETER [CROWN] (THE LETTER K) IS ETERNALLY BROKEN ONCE IN THE HARDEST ANCIENT ADAMANT DIAMOND STONE ONLY WITH NO METAL IN THE HIGHER TOP NUMBER 0 WITH AN OPPOSING SIDE IN ONCE OF THE HIGHER TOP NUMBER 0 THAT IS ETERNALLY SECURE IN THE HARDEST ANCIENT EMERY DIAMOND STONE, ENFORCED WITH THE HARDEST TITANIUM METAL AT 3:00AM AT 100.0001% ONLY & IS ETERNALLY SECURE AT 00.0000% TO 100.0000% ORIGINALLY IN THE HIGHER TOP NUMBER 0 IN ALL NUMBERS FROM 0 TO INFINITE, BUT THE REST OF THE 9 IS ETERNALLY SECURE AT LOWER LEVELS FROM 00.0000% TO 100.0001% EACH, WHICH IS THE HOCHMA (THE LETTER H), BINA (THE LETTER B), HESED (THE LETTER H), GEVURA (THE LETTER G), TIFFERET (THE LETTER T), NETZAH (THE LETTER N), HOD (THE LETTER H), YESOD (THE LETTER Y), AND MALCHUT (THE LETTER M) IN ALL NUMBERS FROM 0 TO INFINITE & THE LORD’S 8TH DAY ON SUNDAY IN THE 8,000 YEAR OR THE LORD’S 8TH NIGHT ON SUNDAY NIGHT IN THE 8,000 YEAR BEARS ALSO 1 INVINCIBLE CROWN EACH AT THE 10TH HEAVENS & 10 LEVELS IN 1 SEFIROT WHICH IS THE 10 SEFIROT: KETER [CROWN] (K), HOCHMA (H), BINA (B), HESED (H), GEVURA (G), TIFFERET (T), NETZAH (N), HOD (H), YESOD (Y), AND MALCHUT (M) IN ALL NUMBERS FROM 0 TO INFINITE], THEN. THIS IS BECAUSE NUKVA IS ONLY THE WILL TO RECEIVE (PLEASURE), AND ITS ENTIRE SPIRITUAL BODY (DESIRES OF BESTOWAL) ARE BUILT OF THE SEFIROT OF HER HUSBAND, ZA, OF THE ALTRUISTIC PROPERTIES THAT ZA PASSES TO NUKVA. NUKVA (THE CREATED DESIRE TO RECEIVE PLEASURE) IN ITSELF IS AN EMPTY PLACE UNFILLED WITH THE LIGHT (THE CREATOR) BECAUSE THE LIGHT CAN ENTER ONLY THE DESIRE (KLI) THAT IS SIMILAR TO ITS PROPERTIES. THEREFORE, TO THE EXTENT OF ITS SIMILARITY TO ZA, THE PROPERTIES THAT MALCHUT RECEIVES FROM ZA AND MAKES THEM HER OWN BY CORRECTING THEM, TURN INTO A PARTZUF AND GET FILLED WITH THE LIGHT THAT CORRESPONDS TO THEIR CORRECTION. THE GREATER THE CORRECTION THAT IS MADE IN SOME PART, THE MORE POWERFUL THE LIGHT (OF THE 5 LIGHTS OF NARANHAY) THAT ENTERS THAT PART. THE CORRECTED AND FULFILLED PART OF MALCHUT IS REFERRED TO AS A “WORLD.” HERE AND HENCEFORTH, THE ZOHAR EXPLAINS HOW NUKVA IS BUILT OUT OF ZA, I.E., HOW THE WORLD IS CREATED.  NUKVA IS CALLED “EARTH.” FLOWER BUDS ARE SEFIROT OR THE PROPERTIES OF ZA THAT APPEAR AND GROW WITHIN MALCHUT ON THE 3RD DAY OF CREATION. THIS CORRESPONDS TO THE SEFIRA TIFFERET (HESED-1, GEVURA-2, AND TIFFERET-3). IN THE BEGINNING, MALCHUT WAS CREATED VERTICALLY, AS ZA. TWO EQUALLY GREAT HEAVENLY BODIES, THE SUN-ZA AND THE MOONMALCHUT SYMBOLIZE THIS; HENCE, WHEN THE MOON IS FULL, WE SEE BOTH PLANETS AS EQUAL IN SIZE. EVERYTHING IS SAID WITH REGARD TO MAN. IN ITS INITIAL STATE AFTER THE CREATION, MALCHUT IS A POINT AT THE FEET OF ZA. SUBSEQUENTLY IT GROWS ALONG ZA’S HEIGHT.  THAT IS TO SAY, ON THE 3RD DAY OF THE CREATION, MALCHUT WAS EQUAL IN HEIGHT TO TIFFERET OF ZA, I.E., IT HAD THE SAME PROPERTIES. HOWEVER, MALCHUT CANNOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT IN SUCH A STATE. HENCE, IT IS SAID, STRICTNESS (JUDGMENT) APPEARED ON THE EARTH (I.E., IN MALCHUT); THE FLOWER BUDS MERELY APPEARED.  AFTER THAT, THE TIME OF PRUNING HAS COME REFERS TO THE 4TH DAY OF CREATION, WHEN MALCHUT DIMINISHED BECAUSE IT COMPLAINED TO THE CREATOR: “TWO ANGELS CANNOT WEAR ONE CROWN.” IF MALCHUT IS EQUAL TO ZA IN HEIGHT, IT CANNOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FROM IT.  THE REASON FOR MALCHUT’S INABILITY TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA WITHOUT THE PRIOR RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM FROM ZA LIES IN THE FACT THAT THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA CAN BE RECEIVED ONLY WITHIN THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM BY CLOTHING PLEASURE WITH THE INTENTION TO ENJOY “FOR THE CREATOR ’S SAKE.” AND THE CREATOR SAID TO MALCHUT: “GO AND DIMINISH YOURSELF.” THIS MEANS: IF YOU CANNOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT INDEPENDENTLY, BUT ONLY FROM ZA, THEN DIMINISH YOUR OWN PROPERTIES AND ACCEPT HIS. BY CORRECTING YOURSELF GRADUALLY, YOU WILL BE ABLE TO RECEIVE ALL THE LIGHT AND BECOME LIKE HIM (ZA – THE CREATOR). ALL OF THIS IS WRITTEN IN THE TALMUD (CHULIN 60:2), BUT ONLY THE EXPLANATION PROVIDED IN THE ZOHAR HELPS US TO STOP PERCEIVING IT AS A FAIRY-TALE.  MALCHUT DESCENDED UNDER THE YESOD OF ZA, AND ITS 9 LOWER SEFIROT FELL UNDER THE PARSA TO THE WORLDS BYA. ONLY ITS SEFIRA KETER REMAINED IN ATZILUT AS A POINT STANDING BELOW THE YESOD OF ZA. AFTER THAT, MALCHUT IS BUILT NOT OF ITS OWN SEFIROT (PROPERTIES) THAT EXIST IN BYA, BUT OF THE SEFIROT (PROPERTIES) NETZAH AND HOD OF ZA. ALTHOUGH PREVIOUSLY MALCHUT WAS BIGGER, IT COULD NOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT FOR LACK OF THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM. NOW IT WILL BE SMALLER, BUT IT WILL HAVE THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM IN WHICH IT WILL BE ABLE TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. MALCHUT’S LEVEL WILL DROP BUT IT WILL BE ABLE TO USE IT BECAUSE THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM REPELS THE IMPURE FORCES THAT FASTEN ON TO NUKVA. THAT IS THE MEANING OF THE WORD ZAMIR (PRUNING), CUTTING OFF THE IMPURE FORCES FROM MALCHUT (ROSE BUD).  
THE VOICE OF THE TURTLE DOVE
THE TURTLE DOVE IS A SEFIRA, THE PROPERTY OF NETZAH DE ZA. THE VOICE OF THE TURTLE DOVE MEANS THE SEFIRA HOD OF ZA, THE FIFTH DAY OF CREATION. SINCE MALCHUT RECEIVES FROM YESOD (WHICH RECEIVES FROM HOD THAT IS JOINED WITH NETZAH), SUCH RECEPTION BY MALCHUT IS REFERRED TO AS “THE VOICE OF THE TURTLE DOVE.”  THE WORDS “IS HEARD” REFER TO THE 6TH DAY BECAUSE THE VOICE OF THE TURTLE DOVE IS HEARD ONLY WITH THE HELP OF THE 6TH DAY, THE YESOD OF ZA THAT INCLUDES BOTH NETZAH AND HOD AND PASSES THEIR LIGHT TO MALCHUT. HENCE, IT IS SAID THAT THIS VOICE IS HEARD IN MALCHUT ONLY FROM YESOD, ON THE 6TH DAY.  THIS IS BECAUSE MALCHUT CAN RECEIVE THE LIGHT ONLY FROM THE MIDDLE LINE OF ZA: EITHER FROM YESOD OF ZA (IT RECEIVES THE LEVEL CALLED NHY, IBUR – EMBRYO) OR FROM TIFFERET OF ZA (IT RECEIVES THE LEVEL CALLED HAGAT OR VAK, YENIKA – NURSING OR KATNUT – SMALL), OR FROM DA’AT OF ZA (IT RECEIVES THE LEVEL CALLED HABAD OR GAR, MOCHIN – BRAIN OR GADLUT – BIG).  
LET US CREATE MAN BECAUSE HE SHALL PUT ACTION BEFORE LISTENING
THE SIGHT REFERS TO THE SEFIRA HOCHMA, HEARING MEANS THE SEFIRA BINA. ACTION IS THE PROPERTY OF MALCHUT. TO CORRECT MALCHUT, THE CREATOR’S ONLY CREATION (OTHER SEFIROT ARE THE CREATOR’S PROPERTIES WITH WHICH HE GRADUALLY CREATED MALCHUT), THE 2ND RESTRICTION WAS MADE – MALCHUT ASCENDED TO BINA TO COMBINE ITS EGOISTICAL PROPERTIES WITH BINA’S ALTRUISTIC PROPERTIES OF BESTOWAL. MALCHUT ROSE TO ABBA-HOCHMA, AND IMA-BINA FOUND ITSELF UNDER MALCHUT (PARSA), WHERE IT BECAME SIMILAR TO THE PROPERTIES OF MALCHUT. EYES REFER TO THE SEFIRA HOCHMA OR ABBA. MALCHUT ROSE TO THE LEVEL OF EYES AND STANDS AT THE LEVEL OF PUPILS. MALCHUT IS CALLED NUKVA, AND THE MALCHUT THAT STANDS AT THE LEVEL OF EYES IS CALLED NUKVA EYNAIM (NIKVEY EYNAIM OR NE). THEREFORE, THERE ARE ONLY KETER AND HOCHMA IN THE ROSH (HEAD) OF AA: BINA FELL FROM THE ROSH TO THE GUF (BODY) AND MALCHUT ROSE ABOVE BINA. MALCHUT REPRESENTS AN ACTION THAT RISES ABOVE, I.E., PRECEDES PERCEPTION AND UNDERSTANDING. THIS MEANS “WE WILL DO, AND WE WILL HEAR,” THE ACT OF THE 2ND RESTRICTION OR THE RECEPTION ONLY IN GE. SUCH A STATE IS CALLED THE “RETURN” (OF ONE’S PROPERTIES TO THE CREATOR). THE “COMPLETE RETURN” IMPLIES THAT THE AHP OF MALCHUT ALSO GETS CORRECTED AND REACHES THE LEVEL.  AS A RESULT OF THE ASCENT OF MALCHUT TO NE, IT CHANGED ITS PROPERTIES (EVERY ONE OF US ONLY NEEDS TO REACH THE LEVEL OF THE CREATOR’S PROPERTIES, TO RECEIVE THEM AND BECOME LIKE HIM) AND WAS READY TO RISE TO AVI AND RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HAYA. THE CONSTANT LIGHT OF THAT LEVEL IS CALLED THE 1ST TEMPLE. THEREFORE, WHILE RECEIVING THE TORAH, ISRAEL PREFERRED TO DO FIRST AND THEN TO HEAR. IT WAS HONORED WITH THE RECEPTION OF THE TORAH (THE TALMUD. SHABBAT 85:1) BECAUSE THE ACTION (MALCHUT) ROSE AND DRESSED AVI AND THUS REVEALING THE SECRET OF THE 50 GATES OF BINA.  ERECTING THE TEMPLE DOES NOT MEAN BUILDING IT ON THE EARTH. IT IMPLIES THE ATTAINMENT OF THE LEVEL OF THE TEMPLE, THE LEVEL OF AVI DE ATZILUT, THE LIGHT OF HAYA (THE 1ST TEMPLE) OR THE LEVEL OF YESHSUT DE ATZILUT, THE LIGHT OF NESHAMA (THE 2ND TEMPLE). HERE THE ZOHAR SAYS: “IS HEARD” ON THE 6TH DAY BECAUSE ON THIS DAY (I.E., IN THIS STATE) MALCHUT WAS CORRECTED BY MEANS OF ITS ASCENT ABOVE BINA, WHICH IS REFERRED TO AS “TO PUT ACTION BEFORE LISTENING,” TO DO AND TO HEAR AS DURING THE RECEPTION OF THE TORAH. MALCHUT IN THE STATE OF ASCENDING TO BINA IS CALLED THE ETERNAL LAND OR THE LAND OF LIFE BECAUSE IT RECEIVES LIFE FROM BINA.  “IN OUR LAND” REFERS TO SHABBAT, WHICH REPRESENTS THE ETERNAL LAND OF LIFE: IMA-BINA IS CALLED LAND OF LIFE OR THE ETERNAL LAND. AS THE RESULT OF THE ACT ON THE 6TH DAY, MEANING THE CREATOR’S ACTION FROM ABOVE (HIS ACTION IS DESIGNATED BY THE FACTOR OF TIME AND HAS NO CAUSES IN THIS WORLD), MALCHUT ROSE TO IMA ON THE 7TH DAY OF CREATION (SHABBAT) AND BECAME LIKE IMA, BECAUSE WHEN THE LOWER SEFIRA RISES TO THE LEVEL OF THE UPPER SEFIRA, THEY BECOME EQUAL (IN PROPERTIES). HENCE, UPON RISING TO BINA AND RECEIVING THE LIGHT OF HAYA, MALCHUT IS CALLED THE LAND OF ETERNAL LIFE.  5. ANOTHER EXPLANATION IS THAT THESE BLOSSOMS ARE THE PATRIARCHS WHO ENTERED THE SUPERNAL MIND AND WENT INTO THE FUTURE WORLD, NAMELY BINA, WHERE THEY WERE HIDDEN. THEY EMERGED FROM THERE SECRETLY AND CONCEALED THEMSELVES IN THE TRUE PROPHETS. YOSEF WAS BORN AND THEY HID IN HIM. WHEN YOSEF ENTERED THE HOLY LAND, HE ERECTED THEM AND THEN “THEY APPEARED ON THE EARTH” AND WERE SEEN THERE. WHEN ARE THEY SEEN? WHEN THE RAINBOW IS SEEN, THEN THEY APPEAR. AND AT THAT MOMENT, “THE TIME OF PRUNING HAS COME.” THIS IS THE PERIOD TO ANNIHILATE THE WICKED FROM THE WORLD. BUT WHY WERE THE WICKED SAVED? BECAUSE THE FLOWER BUDS APPEARED ON THE EARTH. IF THEY HAD NOT ALREADY APPEARED LONG AGO, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE REMAINED ON EARTH, AND THE WORLD WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO EXIST. HERE THE ZOHAR EXPLAINS THE ATTAINMENT OF THE LIGHT OF HAYA BY ZA. NHY OF ZA ARE CALLED “SONS” AND HAGAT OF ZA ARE CALLED “PATRIARCHS” OR “TURTLE DOVE.” ZA IN ITSELF CONSISTS OF TWO PARTS: UP TO ITS CHEST, THE SEFIROT HAGAT OF ZA ARE CALLED BIG ZON; BELOW ITS CHEST, THE SEFIROT NHY ARE CALLED SMALL ZON. THE SEFIROT HAGAT CORRESPOND TO ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB AND NHY CORRESPOND TO MOSES, AARON, AND JOSEPH. MALCHUT CORRESPONDS TO KING DAVID. THE SEFIROT NH ARE CALLED PROPHETS, YESOD IS CALLED “THE RIGHTEOUS MAN,” ETC. HERE THE ZOHAR SPEAKS ABOUT THE BUDS THAT GRADUALLY GROW FROM THE SMALL STATE TO THE BIG STATE OF ZON: FIRST ZON WERE SMALL AND CONSISTED OF THE SEFIROT NHY WITH THE LIGHT OF NEFESH CALLED UBAR (EMBRYO). AFTER THAT, NHY GROW WITH THE HELP OF YENIKA (NURSING). THE PROPERTIES OF THE SEFIROT NHY EQUALED THOSE OF THE SEFIROT HAGAT AND RECEIVED THE LIGHT OF RUACH. THIS WAY, THE PARTZUF CONSISTING OF PARTS OF HAGAT AND NHY WITH THE LIGHTS RUACH AND NEFESH. SUBSEQUENTLY, AS A RESULT OF FURTHER RECEPTION OF POWER FOR GROWTH FROM THE UPPER PARTZUF, THEY ATTAINED THE STATE OF GADLUT ALEPH, THE 1ST BIG STATE. THE SEFIROT HAGAT BECAME HABAD WITH THE LIGHT OF NESHAMA; THE SEFIROT NHY BECAME HAGAT RESPECTIVELY AND RECEIVED THE NEW SEFIROT NHY. THUS, THE PARTZUF GREW TO INCLUDE 3 PARTS: HABAD, HAGAT, AND NHY WITH THE LIGHTS NEFESH, RUACH, AND NESHAMA. IT IS CALLED GADOL (BIG). AS A RESULT OF FURTHER GROWTH, THE STATE OF MATURITY (GADLUT BET, THE 2ND BIG STATE) IS ATTAINED AND THE LIGHT OF HAYA ENTERS THE SEFIROT HABAD.  THE WORD “GROWTH” MEANS THE ENHANCEMENT OF A SCREEN, OF MAN’S ANTI-EGOISTICAL FORCES, DESIRES. THIS IS THE ONLY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A BIG AND A SMALL VESSEL AND BETWEEN PARTZUFIM. THEIR INNER PROPERTIES CHANGE DEPENDING ON THE CHANGING MAGNITUDE OF THE SCREEN. 
THE PATRIARCHS WHO ENTERED THE SUPERNAL MIND AND WENT INTO THE FUTURE WORLD
THIS SENTENCE SPEAKS ABOUT THE PRE- NATAL DEVELOPMENT OF ZA, WHEN IT RISES TO AVI (CALLED “SUPERNAL MIND” OR “SUPERNAL THOUGHT”). ABBA-HOCHMA IS CALLED THE “MIND” OR THOUGHT, IMA-BINA IS CALLED THE “FUTURE WORLD.” THEY ARE CALLED “PARENTS”, FATHER AND MOTHER, AVI.  IT IS THERE THAT ZA IS CONCEIVED IN THE INITIAL STATE OF A SPIRITUAL EMBRYO.  JUST AS AN EMBRYO IN OUR WORLD IS COMPLETELY DEPENDENT ON THE MOTHER AND HAS NO DESIRES OR LIFE OF ITS OWN, SO CAN EVERY PERSON BECOME A SPIRITUAL EMBRYO, IF HE COMPLETELY RELINQUISHES ALL OF HIS DESIRES AND ACTIONS AND SUBMITS ENTIRELY TO THE WILL OF THE UPPER PARTZUF. LIKE THE PHYSIOLOGICAL EMBRYO, HE WILL TURN HIMSELF INTO A SPIRITUAL EMBRYO. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE PHYSIOLOGICAL EMBRYO AND THE SPIRITUAL ONE LIES IN THE FACT THAT BECOMING A SPIRITUAL EMBRYO REQUIRES AN ENORMOUS PERSONAL DESIRE AND EFFORT, WHEREAS THE CONCEPTION OF A PHYSIOLOGICAL EMBRYO DEPENDS ON THE PARENTS.  AS A RESULT OF ITS PRE-NATAL DEVELOPMENT WITHIN BINA (WHICH MEANS THAT A PERSON COMPLETELY LIQUIDATES ALL OF HIS PERSONAL DESIRES AND THOUGHTS, AND LIKE AN EMBRYO, IS READY TO ACCEPT ALL THAT THE MOTHER GIVES: ALL HER THOUGHTS AND PROPERTIES, REGARDLESS OF HOW INCOMPREHENSIBLE OR UNNATURAL THEY MAY SEEM TO IT), THIS EMBRYO ACHIEVES THE STATE OF ITS SPIRITUAL BIRTH.  HOWEVER, THIS STATE CONCEALS THE UPPER LIGHT FROM IT EVEN MORE BECAUSE IT STILL HAS NO SCREEN FOR THE RECEPTION OF THIS LIGHT. HENCE, THIS STATE IS CALLED SMALL, CONCEALED IN THE TRUE PROPHETS, I.E., IN THE SEFIROT NETZAH AND HOD WHICH ZA ATTAINS IN THE PROCESS OF NURSING, RECEPTION OF MILK, THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM FROM IMA (MOTHER) BINA. THE LIGHT OF NURSING COMES TO NHY OF ZA AND ZA ATTAINS VAK (THE LIGHT NEFESHRUACH), THE SMALL STATE. DURING NURSING, ZA ATTAINS THE SEFIRA YESOD; HENCE IT IS SAID THAT YOSEF (JOSEPH) IS BORN. AFTER THE NURSING PERIOD IS OVER, ZA RISES TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF NESHAMA FROM AVI. THIS IS THE BIG STATE CALLED YOSEF. ZA CONSISTS OF 3 PARTS: HABAD, HAGAT, AND NHY. THE PROCESS OF ZEIR ANPIN’S GROWTH, OF ACQUIRING A SCREEN ON ITS DESIRES, BEGINS WITH THE PUREST, LEAST EGOISTICAL PART, THE SEFIROT HABAD, IN WHICH IT FIRST RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF NEFESH.  AFTER THAT, ZA ACQUIRES A SCREEN ON COARSER EGOISTICAL DESIRES, THE SEFIROT HAGAT. THE LIGHT OF NEFESH PASSES FROM HABAD TO HAGAT, AND THE LIGHT OF RUACH ENTERS THE EMPTY HABAD.  FINALLY, ZA ACQUIRES A SCREEN ON THE COARSEST EGOISTICAL KELIM, THE SEFIROT NHY. THE LIGHT OF NEFESH PASSES FROM HAGAT TO NHY AND THE LIGHT OF RUACH MOVES FROM HABAD TO THE EMPTY HAGAT, AND THE LIGHT OF NESHAMA ENTERS THE EMPTY HABAD.  THE ATTAINMENT OF THE BIG STATE BY ZA IS CALLED THE BIRTH OF YOSEF (JOSEPH) BECAUSE THE SEFIROT NHY APPEAR, WHERE THE LAST SEFIRA YESOD IS CALLED YOSEF. HOWEVER, SINCE THERE IS NO LIGHT OF HAYA YET, THIS STATE IS CALLED “CONCEALMENT.” 
WHEN YOSEF ENTERED THE HOLY LAND AND ERECTED THEM THERE
THIS SENTENCE MEANS THAT AFTER THE ATTAINMENT OF THE 1ST BIG STATE AND THE RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT OF NESHAMA, ZA CONTINUES GROWING AND ENHANCING ITS SCREEN UNTIL THE LIGHT OF HAYA ENTERS IT.  IN SUCH A STATE, MALCHUT OF ZA DETACHES ITSELF FROM IT TO FORM AN INDEPENDENT PARTZUF CALLED THE HOLY LAND BECAUSE THE LIGHT OF HAYA IS CALLED HOLINESS. IT IS THEREFORE SAID THAT YOSEF ENTERED OR, RATHER, ROSE TO THE HOLY LAND IN THE BIG STATE. ZA AND NUKVA BECOME EQUALLY BIG IN THE STATE OF PBP (PANIM BE PANIM, FACE TO FACE). THIS STATE DETERMINES ZIVUG BETWEEN ZA AND NUKVA.  
YOSEF ERECTED THEM THERE
THE LIGHT OF HAYA OR HOCHMA FILLS THE PARTZUF ONLY DURING A ZIVUG THAT ZON (ZA AND NUKVA) MAKE. THIS LIGHT REMAINS WITHIN MALCHUT BECAUSE IT IS REVEALED ONLY BY IT OR ITS SCREEN. JUST AS AVI ARE GAR DE BINA AND YESHSUT IS ZAT DE BINA AND ONLY YESHSUT HAS THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA, SO IS MALCHUT CORRELATED WITH ZA AND THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IS PRESENT ONLY IN MALCHUT. THEREFORE, ONLY WHEN THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FILLS NUKVA, THE LIGHT IS SAID TO BE REVEALED. BEFORE THAT HAPPENS, IT IS CONSIDERED TO BE CONCEALED.  WHEN ARE THEY SEEN? WHEN THE RAINBOW IS SEEN IN THE WORLD. ZA IS CALLED “RAINBOW,” THE WORLD IS MALCHUT. THEIR COMBINATION IS CALLED THE “RAINBOW WITHIN A CLOUD.” 
THE TIME HAS COME TO ANNIHILATE ALL THE WICKED FROM THE WORLD
AS THE NUMBER OF THE WICKED GROWS (AS MORE IMPURE FORCES FASTEN ON TO ZON) THEY (IMPURE FORCES) CAN INFLUENCE ZON SO GREATLY THAT THE ENTIRE WORLD WILL BE BROUGHT TO RUIN AS DURING THE FLOOD. IN THAT CASE THERE IS NO SALVATION FOR MAN OTHER THAN THROUGH REVELATION OF THE UPPER LIGHT, THE LIGHT OF HAYA. HENCE, THE ZOHAR SAYS THAT THE WORLD IS SAVED BY THE FLOWER BUDS APPEARING ON THE EARTH, MEANING THAT THE LIGHT OF HAYA ANNIHILATES MAN’S IMPURE FORCES FROM THE EARTH (HIS DESIRES, MALCHUT) AND THEY CANNOT CLING TO IT AND HINDER MAN. 
IF THEY HAD NOT APPEARED, THE WORLD WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO EXIST
THIS IS BECAUSE NUKVA IS FIRST BUILT AS BIG AS ZA, AND THIS IS CALLED “TWO BIG PLANETS.” MALCHUT REACHES THE SAME LEVEL AS ZA, BUT STANDS BEHIND IT, BACK TO BACK. MALCHUT IS UNABLE TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IN THE ABSENCE OF THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM. HENCE, MALCHUT COMPLAINS ABOUT IT. ALTHOUGH IN SIZE, THE MOON GROWS AS BIG AS THE SUN, IT CANNOT SHINE INDEPENDENTLY, BUT ONLY IF THE SUN (ZA) GIVES THE LIGHT TO IT. HOWEVER, SINCE MALCHUT LACKS THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA, SUCH A STATE IS CALLED BACK TO BACK. A ZIVUG IS IMPOSSIBLE IN THE BACK-TO-BACK (ACHOR BE ACHOR) POSITION.  AFTER NUKVA WAS BORN AND GREW (I.E., RECEIVED THE PROPERTIES FROM THE GUF OF ZA), IT BECOMES EQUAL TO ZA AND MAKES A FACE-TO-FACE ZIVUG WITH IT. THE TORAH SAYS THAT HAVAH (EVE) WAS BORN FROM THE GUF (BODY) OF ADAM. NEVERTHELESS, NUKVA RETAINS THE PREVIOUS LIGHT. MOREOVER, JUST BECAUSE IT FEELS THE LACK OF THE LIGHT IN ITS INITIAL STATE, MALCHUT RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF HAYA WITHIN ITS PREVIOUS SUFFERINGS. SIMILARLY, MAN CAN FEEL PLEASURE ONLY DUE TO HIS PREVIOUS SUFFERING. THEREFORE, THE ZOHAR SAYS THAT UNLESS THE FLOWER BUDS HAD APPEARED IN MALCHUT DURING ITS SMALL STATE, WHEN IT WAS STANDING BEHIND ZA, IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HAYA DURING ITS BIG STATE BECAUSE IT WOULD NOT HAVE HAD THE KELIM (DESIRES) TO RECEIVE THIS LIGHT. EVERY CREATION OF SOMETHING NEW IS BASED ON THE SENSATION OF DARKNESS; AS IT IS SAID: THE CREATOR EMANATES THE LIGHT AND CREATES DARKNESS OUT OF NOTHINGNESS. MAN’S SENSATION OF DARKNESS MEANS HIS PREPARATION FOR THE RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT.  6. AND WHO SUSTAINS THE WORLD AND CAUSES THE FATHERS (PATRIARCHS) TO APPEAR? IT IS THE VOICES OF THE CHILDREN WHO STUDY THE TORAH. THE WORLD EXISTS THANKS TO THESE CHILDREN. HENCE, IT IS WRITTEN: “WE WILL MAKE YOU PENDANTS OF GOLD” (SHIR HASHIRIM 1:11). THIS REFERS TO THE CHILDREN, THE YOUNG MEN OF THE WORLD, AS IS WRITTEN, "AND YOU SHALL MAKE TWO CHERUBS OF GOLD" (THE TORAH, SHEMOT 25:18).  THE LIGHT OF RUACH IS CALLED THE “CHILDREN OF THE WORLD.” THE FACE-TO-FACE ZIVUG IS REFERRED TO AS THE VOICES OF THE CHILDREN WHO STUDY THE TORAH. THE SAME IS CALLED “PENDANTS OF GOLD” AND “TWO CHERUBS OF GOLD.” BEFORE NUKVA GREW, THE IMPURE FORCES HAD THE POWER TO DESTROY THE WORLD. NEVERTHELESS, JUST BECAUSE NUKVA GREW FROM ZA, ITS RIGHT AND LEFT LINES MERGE. THE RAIBOW (RIGHT LINE) SHINES WITHIN A CLOUD (LEFT LINE) AND THE LIGHT OF HAYA CAN ENTER INTO MALCHUT. WITHOUT THIS LIGHT THE WORLD CAN BE DESTROYED AS DURING (IN THE STATE OF) THE FLOOD.  
WHO SUSTAINS THE WORLD
WHO CAUSES THE APPEARANCE OF THE LIGHT OF HAYA? THESE ARE THE CHILDREN WHO STUDY THE TORAH. THE “CHILDREN” DESIGNATE THE LIGHT OF THE OPPOSITE SIDE, THE LIGHT OF RUACH, THE SENSATION OF DEFICIENCY OF THE LIGHT OF HAYA. THIS IS BECAUSE A “CHILD” ALLUDES TO THE PROCESS OF NURSING. THE EXPRESSION “CHILDREN OF THE HOUSE OF RABAN” (TINOKOT BEIT RABAN) MEANS THE LIGHT OF HAYA, BECAUSE THE WORD “RABAN” DERIVES FROM “RAV” (BIG, HAYA). THEY DID NOT TRANSGRESS, I.E., DID NOT USE THEIR AHP (EGOISTICAL AND YET UNCORRECTED DESIRES BECAUSE THE WORD “CHILDREN” DESIGNATES THE SMALL STATE), THE WILL TO RECEIVE.  
WHO HAS CREATED THESE
7. IN THE BEGINNING. RABBI ELAZAR BEGAN THE DISCUSSION BY QUOTING, “LIFT UP YOUR EYES ON HIGH AND SEE. WHO HAS CREATED THESE THINGS?" (YESHAYAHU 40:26). “LIFT UP YOUR EYES,” TO WHAT PLACE? TO THE PLACE TO WHICH ALL EYES ARE TURNED. AND WHO IS HE? HE IS THE OPENING OF THE EYES, WHICH IS THE MALCHUT OF THE ROSH (HEAD) OF ARICH ANPIN. AND YOU SHALL SEE THAT ATIK IS CONCEALED AND WITHIN IT LIES THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION: WHO HAS CREATED THESE? WHO IS CALLED MI, ZAT DE BINA, THE HIGHEST BOUNDARY OF HEAVEN, AND EVERYTHING DEPENDS ON HIM. SINCE THE QUESTION LIES IN HIM, HE IS CONCEALED. HE IS CALLED MI, BECAUSE MI IS WHEN THE QUESTION “WHO?” IS ASKED, BECAUSE BEYOND HIM THERE LIES NO QUESTION. THIS QUESTION IS ONLY FOUND AT THE HIGHEST BOUNDARY OF HEAVEN.  IN HEBREW THE WORD MI MEANS THE QUESTION “WHO?” AND ALSO THE PREPOSITION “FROM.” SINCE KABBALAH TELLS US ABOUT THE PROPERTY OF OUR WORLD’S ROOTS, ONE SPIRITUAL OBJECT CAN SOMETIMES REVEAL AN ENTIRE RANGE OF ASSOCIATIONS, PROPERTIES, AND CATEGORIES. IN THE SAME WAY, HERE THE WORD MI IS A PART OF THE WORD ELOKIM, WHERE THE LAST TWO LETTERS FORM THE WORD MI. AT THE SAME TIME, THEY HAVE A VARIETY OF ADDITIONAL MEANINGS.  RABBI ELAZAR WISHES TO EXPLAIN HOW THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH WERE CREATED. NATURALLY, JUST LIKE THE ENTIRE TORAH, THE ZOHAR MEANS ONLY SPIRITUAL LEVELS AND CATEGORIES AND DOES NOT DEAL WITH THE PHYSICAL ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OUR WORLD. IN RELATION TO THIS, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO UNDERSTAND THE TRUE ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OUR WORLD WITHOUT ATTAINING THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. FURTHERMORE, A PERSON IS UNABLE TO PASS HIS ATTAINMENTS TO OTHERS. HENCE, EVEN IF HE GRASPS THE ESSENCE OF NATURE’S ORIGIN, HE HAS NO WAY OF DESCRIBING HIS KNOWLEDGE IN A FORM THAT WILL BE COMPREHENSIBLE FOR OTHERS.  THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH CONSTITUTE THE 7 DAYS OF CREATION OR ZON OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. HOWEVER, IF THIS IS A PART OF ATZILUT, THEN WHY IS IT WRITTEN BARÀH (CREATED; FROM THE WORD BERIA) AND NOT ATZIL (CREATED; FROM THE WORD ATZILUT)? YET, THIS PRESENTS AN OPPORTUNITY TO OPEN OUR EYES TO THE PROCESS OF CREATION.  THE ROSH (HEAD) OF AA HAS ONLY KETER AND HOCHMA. THE MALCHUT STANDING UNDER THE EYES (SEFIRA HOCHMA) IS CALLED “OPENING OF EYES.” WHEN IT OPENS UP, THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA PASSES THROUGH IT FROM THE ROSH OF AA TO ALL THE PARTZUFIM OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT.  IT IS SAID THAT THE EYES SHOULD BE LIFTED UP TO THE PLACE TO WHICH ALL EYES ARE TURNED. THIS IS BECAUSE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA CAN FILL ALL THE PARTZUFIM OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT ONLY WHEN MALCHUT OPENS UP IN THE ROSH OF AA. HENCE, THE SECRET OF OPENING LIES IN MALCHUT. THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA (WISDOM) IS THE LIGHT OF THE EYES. IT COMES OUT OF THE EYES, AND ONE CAN SEE ONLY IN THIS LIGHT. THE WORD BARAH IS RELATED TO BAR (BEYOND), MEANING OUTSIDE OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. THIS IS BECAUSE BINA EXITED THE ROSH OF AA, BECAME LOWER, AND CREATED (NAMELY BARAH) ZON. IN HEBREW EVERY NOTION HAS SEVERAL POSSIBLE NAMES THAT DEFINE WHICH ACTION TOOK PLACE HERE. HERE THE BIRTH OF ZON OCCURRED BY MEANS OF BINA’S DESCENT FROM ITS LEVEL, HENCE SUCH A CREATION OF ZON IS CALLED BARAH (BAR – OUTSIDE OF ONE’S LEVEL) THE ENTIRE CREATION CONSISTS ONLY OF 10 SEFIROT. HOWEVER, SINCE EVERY SEFIRA INCLUDES ALL THE OTHERS AND SINCE ALL OF THEM ARE INTERCONNECTED, EVERY WORLD, LEVEL OR SEFIRA HAS THE PROPERTIES OF ALL AND CONSISTS OF THEIR PARTS. THEREFORE, EVERY SEFIRA CONSISTS OF KETER, HOCHMA, BINA, ZA, AND MALCHUT, EACH OF WHICH IN TURN CONSISTS OF 5. IN ALL, 5 X 5 X 5 = 125 SEFIROT SEPARATE US (THE LOWEST) FROM THE CREATOR (THE HIGHEST).  THE PROPERTY OF BINA IS NOT TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. YET, TO PASS THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA TO ZA AND MALCHUT, BINA ALLOCATES WITHIN ITSELF A CERTAIN PART CALLED ZAT DE BINA OR YESHSUT WHICH RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FROM THE PARTZUF HOCHMA AND PASSES IT TO ZON. THE MAIN PART, BINA ITSELF, IS CALLED GAR DE BINA. THE PART THAT RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IS CALLED ZAT DE BINA.  IF BINA EXITS THE ROSH AND FALLS TO THE GUF (BODY), AS IT OCCURS IN THE 2ND RESTRICTION, THIS HAS NO EFFECT ON IT BECAUSE BINA ITSELF DOES NOT SUFFER FROM LACK OF THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. IT IS AS IF IT NEVER LEFT THE ROSH. HOWEVER, THIS REFERS ONLY TO THE UPPER PART OF BINA, GAR DE BINA WHICH HAS NO DESIRE FOR HOCHMA. THIS PART IS CALLED AVI, AND ITS PLACE IS FROM THE MOUTH DOWN TO THE CHEST OF AA.  HOWEVER, BINA THAT WANTS TO RECEIVE HOCHMA FOR ZON, AS A MOTHER WHO WANTS TO RECEIVE FOR HER CHILDREN, FEELS ITS EXIT FROM THE ROSH OF AA TO ITS GUF (BODY). THIS IS BECAUSE BINA CANNOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA THERE. ALL IT CAN RECEIVE IS THE LIGHT OF RUACH-NEFESH, THE VAK OF THE LIGHT. THIS PART OF BINA IS CALLED YESHSUT AND ITS PLACE IS FROM THE CHEST OF AA TO ITS TABUR.  THE POSITION OF ZON OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT THAT RECEIVE FROM YESHSUT IS FROM THE TABUR TO THE END OF FEET OF AA THAT STAND ON THE PARSA. THUS, THERE ARE TWO PARSAOT (PL. OF PARSA). ONE IS IN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT AND IT SEPARATES THE SEFIROT OF “BESTOWAL” FROM THE SEFIROT OF “RECEPTION” (AHP). THIS PARSA IS AT THE LEVEL OF THE CHEST OF AA. THE SECOND PARSA IS BETWEEN ATZILUT AND BYA. HOWEVER, ONE MIGHT SAY THAT EVERY PARTZUF HAS ITS OWN PARSA THAT SEPARATES THE DESIRES OF BESTOWAL FROM THE DESIRES OF RECEPTION. ALTHOUGH GAR DE BINA ARE POSITIONED BELOW THE ROSH OF AA, IT IS AS IF THEY DID NOT LEAVE IT BECAUSE THEY DO NOT FEEL IT. IN OTHER WORDS, THEY DO NOT WANT HOCHMA AND WISH ONLY TO BESTOW, AND THAT WHICH WANTS ONLY TO BESTOW FEELS PERFECTION EVERYWHERE. ALL THE PARTZUFIM AND THEIR PARTS THAT HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THE RECEPTION OF HOCHMA (K-H-GAR DE BINA) ARE SEPARATED BY THE PARSA FROM THE OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT THAT WANT HOCHMA (ZAT DE BINA AND ZON).  THE “EXISTENCE OF THE QUESTION” ABOUT WHICH THE ZOHAR SPEAKS MEANS THE SENSATION OF LACK OF THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA, DESIRE FOR IT. ZON FEEL THIS WAY, HENCE THEY RAISE MAN. MAN IS A REQUEST OF THE LOWER PARTZUF TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FROM THE UPPER ONE FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR. THIS IS CALLED A “QUESTION” BECAUSE IT IS SIMILAR TO PRAYER OR REQUEST. THE ZOHAR SAYS THAT ONLY YESHSUT HAS A QUESTION, MEANING IT RECEIVES MAN FROM BELOW, FROM ZON.  BEFORE THAT, IT WAS SAID BARAH (BAR) ABOUT YESHSUT, MEANING SOMETHING THAT EXISTS OUTSIDE OF ITS LEVEL. WHAT DID IT DO? BARAH (CREATED) ELEH, I.E., AHP OR ZON. HOWEVER, IT CREATED THEM AS HEADLESS AS ITSELF. THIS IS BECAUSE THE WORD BARAH (BEYOND) INDICATES THE LACK OF A GUF (THE KELIM OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT).  ZAT DE BINA THAT WAIT FOR AN “ANSWER TO THE QUESTION,” FOR THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA, ARE CALLED MI. IT IS SAID BARAH ABOUT THEM BECAUSE THEY INDEPENDENTLY EXITED AND DESCENDED FROM THE LEVEL OF THE ROSH OF AA TO BELOW ITS CHEST. THESE ARE ZAT DE BINA CALLED YESHSUT OR MI, THE “HIGHEST BOUNDARY OF HEAVEN” BECAUSE HEAVEN REFERS TO ZA THAT RECEIVES FROM YESHSUT. MALCHUT IS CALLED THE “EARTH.” ZAT DE BINA IS CALLED THE FIRMAMENT. ZA IS CALLED HEAVEN. MALCHUT IS CALLED THE EARTH. ALL THAT EXISTS BELOW YESHSUT (ZON AND THE WORLDS BYA) RECEIVE FROM IT; HENCE, YESHSUT IS CONSIDERED THE REVIVING FORCE OF THE ENTIRE CREATION. IF YESHSUT HAS THE LIGHT, THEN THE OTHERS ALSO RECEIVE IT. HOWEVER, THEIR MAN DETERMINES WHETHER YESHSUT WILL HAVE SOMETHING TO BESTOW UPON THEM.  THERE LIES NO QUESTION IN GAR DE BINA (AVI). THEY DO NOT RECEIVE MAN FOR THE RECEPTION OF HOCHMA AND NEVER FEEL ANY LACK FOR HOCHMA, NEITHER FOR THEMSELVES NOR TO GIVE TO OTHERS. ONLY ZAT DE BINA OR YESHSUT ARE CREATED AND EXIST FOR THE QUESTION, I.E., FOR THE RECEPTION OF MAN, THE SUPPLICATION OF ZON. YESHSUT RAISES MAN RECEIVED FROM ZON TO THE ROSH OF AA AND RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FROM THERE. YESHSUT IS CALLED THE “HIGHEST BOUNDARY OF HEAVEN” BECAUSE ZA, CALLED HEAVEN, RECEIVES FROM IT.  8. THERE IS ANOTHER BOUNDARY DOWN BELOW CALLED MA. AND WHAT IS IN COMMON BETWEEN MI AND MA? THE FIRST ONE IS CONCEALED AND IS CALLED MI. THEREIN LIES A QUESTION, SO THAT MAN WOULD SEARCH AND INQUIRE IN ORDER TO KNOW AND SEE FROM ONE LEVEL TO ANOTHER, TO THE END OF ALL LEVELS, WHICH IS MALCHUT. THIS IS MA. MA (WHAT) MEANS THAT YOU KNOW, SEE, AND RESEARCH BECAUSE EVERYTHING IS INITIALLY CONCEALED. BEING IN A STATE OF FACE-TO-FACE ZIVUG WITH ZA, MALCHUT IS ALSO CALLED MA (LIKE ZA) AND IS CONSIDERED THE LOW BOUNDARY OF HEAVEN BECAUSE IT ENDS ALL THE LEVELS AND ATZILUT. ZA CALLED “HEAVEN” STANDS BETWEEN MALCHUT (THE LOWEST BOUNDARY OF HEAVEN) AND YESHSUT (THE HIGHEST BOUNDARY OF HEAVEN).  MAN MUST INQUIRE, SEE, AND RESEARCH. ONLY IF A PERSON WHO IS UNDER ZON RAISES MAN (HIS PRAYER) TO ZON, ZON RAISE THIS MAN HIGHER. THIS IS BECAUSE ZON ARE CORRECTED WITH THE HELP OF THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM AND DO NOT WANT TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. ONLY IF A REQUEST COMES FROM BELOW, FROM MAN, ZON RISE TO YESHSUT AND ASK FOR THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. YESHSUT PROCEEDS BY RAISING MAN TO AVI, AND AVI RAISE MAN TO AA. AVI RISE TO THE ROSH OF AA WHERE THERE IS THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA AND MAKE A ZIVUG ON THIS LIGHT.  ZIVUG OF AVI IS CALLED “ABBA AND IMA LOOK AT EACH OTHER.” TO LOOK MEANS TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA (TO HEAR MEANS TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM). AS A RESULT OF THE ASCENT OF AVI TO THE ROSH OF AA, BINA STARTS RECEIVING HOCHMA FOR ZON. ALL THE PARTZUFIM OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT ARE CORRECTED BY THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM IN SUCH A WAY THAT THEY DO NOT WANT TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FOR THEMSELVES.  THE PERSON WHO CAN RAISE HIS REQUEST, MAN, TO COMPEL ZON TO RISE TO YESHSUT AND IN THIS WAY FORCE YESHSUT TO RISE TO THE ROSH OF AA AND RECEIVE THE LIGHT FOR MAN, IS NOT SIMPLY CALLED MAN BUT “RIGHTEOUS MAN”!  THE REQUEST (MAN) A PERSON RAISES TO ZON IS CALLED MAN’S SOUL BECAUSE A SOUL IS A VESSEL, A DESIRE FILLED WITH THE LIGHT. HOWEVER, THE LIGHT INSIDE THE VESSEL IS DETERMINED BY DESIRE. HENCE, THE SPIRITUAL DESIRE, MEANING THE INTENTION TO ACT FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE IS WHAT THE SOUL IS. NATURALLY, IF A PERSON DOES NOT YET HAVE SUCH AN INTENTION, HE DOES NOT HAVE A SOUL. THE SPIRITUAL WORLD IS A WORLD OF MERE DESIRES WITHOUT ANY CORPOREAL SHELLS. THE READER IS OBLIGED TO REVISE HIS IDEA ABOUT THE SOUL, BODY, CONNECTIONS BETWEEN WORLDS, AND CONSTANTLY CORRECT HIS INTERPRETATION OF THESE CATEGORIES.  SO, MAN’S CORRECTED DESIRES ARE CALLED THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS. THESE SOULS RISE IN THE FORM OF MAN TO ZON AND COMPEL ZON TO RISE TO YESHSUT. THE PRESENCE OF ZON CREATES IN YESHSUT A DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. THIS COMPELS YESHSUT (ZAT DE BINA) TO RISE TO THE ROSH OF AA AND FORM ONE PARTZUF WITH GAR DE BINA (AVI) THERE. AVI (AB + SAG = AA + AVI) LOOK AT EACH OTHER WHILE EXCHANGING AND PASSING THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA DOWN FOR ZON.  WITHOUT A REQUEST FROM BELOW, AVI ARE SATISFIED WITH THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM AND DO NOT “LOOK” AT ONE ANOTHER. ONLY THE REQUEST OF THEIR CHILDREN (ZON) COMPELS AVI TO FACE EACH OTHER (PANIM BE PANIM) AND MAKE A ZIVUG. IN THIS ZIVUG, IMA-BINA RECEIVES FROM ABBA-HOCHMA THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FOR HER CHILDREN, ZON.  HOWEVER, THIS OCCURS BECAUSE MAN INQUIRED. MAN’S QUESTION MEANS RAISING MAN TO MAKE AVI LOOK AT EACH OTHER, MAKE A ZIVUG, AND LET IMA RECEIVE HOCHMA FROM ABBA FOR MAN WHO RAISES HIS SOUL. THE DESCENDING LIGHT OF HOCHMA IS CALLED KNOWLEDGE (DA’AT) BECAUSE ZON RISE TO YESHSUT + AVI, AND STIMULATE A ZIVUG ON THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA CALLED “KNOWLEDGE.” HENCE, IT IS WRITTEN IN THE TORAH: “AND ADAM KNEW HIS WIFE.”  THUS, TO KNOW MEANS TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. ZON THAT STAND IN AVI AND COMPEL AVI TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA ARE CALLED DA’AT (KNOWLEDGE) OR THE SEFIRA DA’AT. THIS IS NO AN ADDITIONAL SEFIRA. THERE ARE ONLY 10 SEFIROT. HOWEVER, IN ORDER TO DESIGNATE THAT THE REQUEST OF ZON IS INSIDE THE 10 SEFIROT OF THE PARTZUF AVI, WE SAY THAT AVI HAVE A SEFIRA CALLED DA’AT. IN THAT CASE, INSTEAD OF A REGULAR COUNT OF SEFIROT: K-H-B-H-G-T-N-H-Y-M, WE COUNT THE SEFIROT: H-B-D-H-G-T-N-H-Y-M. THE SEFIRA KETER IS OMITTED, AND WE ONLY MENTION THE SEFIRA DA’AT AFTER HOCHMA-ABBA AND BINA-IMA. FROM ONE LEVEL TO ANOTHER MEANS PASSING THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FROM THE SEFIRA DA’AT OF THE LEVEL OF AVI TO THE LEVEL OF ZA. TO THE END OF ALL LEVELS MEANS FROM ZA TO MALCHUT WHICH IS CALLED THE END OF ALL LEVELS.  WHEN THE LIGHT IS PRESENT IN NUKVA, IT IS CALLED MA, AND THE LIGHT WHICH IT PASSES DOWN IS CALLED 100 BLESSINGS. THERE ARE SEVERAL STATES IN NUKVA, THE MALCHUT OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. ONE SHOULD KNOW THEM BECAUSE ALL THAT WE RECEIVE COMES ONLY FROM IT. BESIDE ALL STAGES OF GROWTH FROM THE POINT TO A FULL PARTZUF, THE GROWN MALCHUT HAS 2 BIG STATES.  MALCHUT ATTAINS THE 1ST BIG STATE WHEN IT RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF NESHAMA. THIS OCCURS WHEN DUE TO ITS MAN, AVI RISE ONE LEVEL FROM ITS CONSTANT PLACE TO THE ROSH OF AA. HOWEVER, ALTHOUGH YESHSUT RISES FROM ITS CONSTANT PLACE BETWEEN THE CHEST AND THE TABUR OF AA TO THE PREVIOUS PLACE OF AVI (BETWEEN THE MOUTH AND THE CHEST OF AA), IT STILL DRESSES THE GUF OF AA, ALBEIT IT MERGES TO FORM ONE PARTZUF WITH AVI.  SINCE YESHSUT NOW DRESSES THE PLACE FROM THE MOUTH TO THE CHEST OF AA FROM OUTSIDE, ON THE ONE HAND, YESHSUT BECOMES LIKE THE ROSH OF AA BECAUSE IT MERGED WITH AVI IN THE ROSH OF AA AS ONE PARTZUF. ON THE OTHER HAND, YESHSUT ALSO ROSE FROM UNDER THE PARSA OF ATZILUT IN THE CHEST OF AA AND STOOD ABOVE IT WHERE THE ROSH OF AA SHINES.  HENCE, YESHSUT PASSES THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA TO ZA, AND ZA PASSES IT ON TO MALCHUT. MALCHUT FILLS ITSELF WITH THIS LIGHT CALLED “100 BLESSINGS.” THIS IS BECAUSE AFTER RECEIVING THIS LIGHT, ZON CAN RISE TO THE CONSTANT PLACE OF YESHSUT, BETWEEN THE CHEST AND THE TABUR OF AA. BY RISING TO THIS LEVEL, MALCHUT BECOMES LIKE IMA. IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, ONLY THE LEVEL OF THE SPIRITUAL OBJECT DETERMINES ALL OF ITS PROPERTIES. SIMILARLY, IN OUR WORLD, THE LEVEL OF MAN’S INNER DEVELOPMENT DETERMINES HIS PROPERTIES, THOUGHTS, AND DESIRES. SINCE IMA EQUALS 100, MALCHUT IS ALSO CALLED 100 TO EMPHASIZE THE FACT THAT MALCHUT ROSE TO BINA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT.  ON THE OTHER HAND, MALCHUT IS NOW SIMILAR TO MI, JUST AS YESHSUT WAS PRIOR TO RAISING MAN AND PASSING THE LIGHT BECAUSE IT DRESSES THE PLACE OF THE SMALL STATE OF YESHSUT, FROM THE CHEST TO THE TABUR OF AA. IT STANDS UNDER THE PARSA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT BELOW WHICH THE LIGHT FROM THE ROSH OF AA CANNOT PENETRATE.  THEREFORE, MALCHUT GAINED NO LIGHT FOR THE SAKE OF WHICH IT HAD RAISED MAN. NEVERTHELESS, MALCHUT GAINS THE PROPERTIES OF IMA-BINA BECAUSE IT ROSE TO YESHSUT CALLED IMA.  HENCE, THE LIGHT RECEIVED BY MALCHUT IS CONSIDERED AS VAK OF THE BIG STATE OR THE 1ST BIG STATE. MALCHUT WILL NOT BE ABLE TO RECEIVE THE GAR OF THE BIG STATE, THE 2ND BIG STATE, THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA (HAYA) WHILE BEING UNDER THE PARSA OF ATZILUT IN THE CHEST OF AA. (IT IS EXPLAINED IN ITEMS 11 TO 15 OF THE NEXT ARTICLE HOW MALCHUT RECEIVES THE GAR OF THE BIG STATE).  THE ZOHAR CALLS NUKVA THAT ROSE TO YESHSUT BY THE WORD MA (FROM THE WORD MEA - 100) BECAUSE BY MEANS OF THIS ASCENT, MALCHUT GAINED THE PROPERTIES OF BINA, 100 BLESSINGS. IT ALSO GAINED THE SENSATION OF THE QUESTION. MALCHUT FEELS THAT IT HAS ONLY VAK (A HALF, A PART OF THE BIG STATE), I.E., IT FEELS DESIRE FOR ITS 2ND HALF, GAR. NEVERTHELESS, IT GAINED A PART OF THE BIG STATE, THE VAK OF AVI.  THAT IS TO SAY, NUKVA BECAME LIKE YESHSUT BEFORE IT RAISED MAN, BUT IT GAINED THE PROPERTIES OF BINA, 100 BLESSINGS. SINCE THIS IS THE VAK OF THE LIGHT OF THE BIG STATE, NUKVA FEELS DEFICIENCY (QUESTION), JUST AS YESHSUT FELT BEFORE RAISING MAN. YESHSUT AT ITS PLACE WAS IN THE SMALL STATE. WHEN IT ROSE TO AVI, AVI ROSE TO AA, AND ZON ROSE TO THE PLACE OF YESHSUT. AVI SHINE FROM THE ROSH OF AA ON THE PLACE OF YESHSUT. ZON THAT STAND THERE NOW FEEL THE LIGHT WHICH THEY RECEIVE FROM AVI AND REALIZE THAT THIS IS JUST A PART OF THE LIGHT, AND THIS GENERATES ANOTHER QUESTION IN THEM.  9. THIS SECRET IS DEFINED BY THE WORD MA: WHAT DO YOU TESTIFY AND WHAT IS EQUAL TO YOU? WHEN THE TEMPLE WAS DESTROYED, A VOICE CAME FORTH AND SAID, “WHAT (MA) SHALL I TAKE TO WITNESS FOR YOU, AND WHAT (MA) SHALL I LIKEN TO YOU?” (LAMENTATIONS 2:13) HERE MA MEANS, “WHAT IS THE COVENANT, TESTIMONY, WHAT (MA) IS EQUAL TO YOU?” THIS IS BECAUSE THE ANCIENT DAYS TESTIFY, AS IT IS WRITTEN: “I CALL HEAVEN AND EARTH TO WITNESS THIS DAY” (DEVARIM 30:19). WHAT IS EQUAL TO YOU? IT IS SAID: “I ADORNED YOU WITH HOLY ADORNMENTS AND MADE YOU RULER OVER THE EARTH. AND IT IS WRITTEN: “IS THIS THE CITY THAT MEN CALLED THE PERFECTION OF BEAUTY?” (LAMENTATIONS 2:15). IN ADDITION, I HAVE CALLED YOU, “JERUSALEM, A CITY REBUILT BY A COMPACT” (TEHILIM 122:3). “WHAT SHALL I MAKE EQUAL TO YOU?” (EICHA 2:13). JUST AS YOU SIT HERE, SO HE SITS IN JERUSALEM ON HIGH. JUST AS THE HOLY NATION DOES NOT ENTER BELOW, SO I SWEAR THAT I WILL NOT ENTER ABOVE UNTIL I ENTER YOU DOWN BELOW. THIS IS YOUR CONSOLATION - THAT I EQUATE YOU WITH THIS LEVEL, WITH JERUSALEM ON HIGH, WHICH IS MALCHUT (HEB. KINGDOM) THAT RULES OVER ALL. AND NOW YOU ARE HERE, “FOR YOUR BREACH IS GREAT, LIKE THE SEA” (IBID. 13). IF YOU CLAIM THAT YOU HAVE NO EXISTENCE OR SALVATION, THEN WHO (MI) SHALL HEAL YOU (YOU WILL BE HEALED AND REVIVED BY THE UPPER FORCE CALLED WHO). NAMELY, THAT SAME CONCEALED SUPERNAL LEVEL, WHICH IS CALLED MI, BINA THAT REVIVES ALL, SHALL HEAL AND UPHOLD YOU.  BESIDE THE FACT THAT MA AND MI ARE TRANSLATED AS WHAT AND WHO, THEY ALSO DESIGNATE THE NAMES OF SPIRITUAL OBJECTS THAT PERFORM ACTIONS DESCRIBED IN THE ZOHAR. THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE WAS THE CONSEQUENCE OF ISRAEL’S TRANSGRESSION OF EGOISTICAL RECEPTION BECAUSE THEY DID NOT WANT TO RAISE MAN FOR ZIVUG OF ZON. THEY WISHED TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT INTO THE IMPURE FORCES, THEIR EGOISTICAL DESIRES CALLED “OTHER GODS” (ELOKIM ACHERIM). THERE IS ONLY ONE CREATOR.  THE ONLY PROPERTY OF THE CREATOR THAT WE KNOW ABOUT IS THE PROPERTY OF BESTOWAL. CLOSENESS TO THIS PROPERTY IS DEFINED AS WORKING “FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE.” ANY OTHER DESIRE CAN ONLY MEAN MOVING AWAY FROM THIS PROPERTY AND FROM THE CREATOR BECAUSE EXCEPT FOR THIS PROPERTY OR THE OPPOSITE OF IT (ITS ABSENCE) THERE IS NOTHING IN THE CREATION. HENCE, MAN’S INNER MOTION TOWARDS THE PROPERTY OF RECEPTION MOVES A PERSON AWAY FROM THE CREATOR; HENCE IT IS CALLED “WORSHIPPING OTHER GODS.” AS A RESULT OF THIS, ZON STOPPED THEIR ZIVUG, 100 BLESSINGS DISAPPEARED FROM NUKVA, AND THE TEMPLE WAS RUINED.  THE 1ST TEMPLE – MALCHUT RISES TO AVI AND RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF HAYA THERE. THE DESTRUCTION – MALCHUT DROPS TO THE LEVEL OF RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT GAR DE RUACH.  THE 2ND TEMPLE – MALCHUT RISES TO YESHSUT AND RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF NESHAMA. THE DESTRUCTION – MALCHUT DROPS TO THE LEVEL OF RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT NEFESH IN ITS SEFIRA KETER. ALL THE OTHER 9 SEFIROT FALL UNDER THE PARSA. SUCH A STATE IS CALLED GALUT – BANISHMENT FROM THE SPIRITUAL, FROM THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. THE SINGLE SEFIRA MALCHUT IN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT EXISTS AS A POINT UNDER THE SEFIRA YESOD OF ZA.  ZA IS CALLED “6 DAYS,” MALCHUT IS CALLED “SHABBAT” (SATURDAY). YET, IS MALCHUT BIGGER THAN ZA, AS SHABBAT IS BIGGER (HIGHER) THAN WEEKDAYS? THE WORLDS BYA, INCLUDING OUR WORLD, RECEIVE THE LIGHT OR SUSTENANCE FROM MALCHUT. “6 WEEKDAYS” IS A STATE OF ZON WHEN ZA AND MALCHUT ARE UNCONNECTED TO ONE ANOTHER. SHABBAT IS A STATE OF ZON WHEN MALCHUT JOINS ZA, MAKES A ZIVUG WITH IT, THEN RECEIVES THE LIGHT FROM ZA, AND PASSES IT TO THE ENTIRE WORLD.  SINCE WE ARE INTERESTED IN THE STATE OF MALCHUT WHEN IT PASSES THE LIGHT RECEIVED FROM ZA DOWN TO THE WORLD, BY MEASURING OUR STATES ACCORDING TO WHAT WE RECEIVE FROM MALCHUT, WE DEFINE THE EXTENT OF MAXIMAL RECEPTION AS SHABBAT. (NATURALLY, THIS HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH OUR CALENDAR DAYS; WEEKDAYS AND SHABBAT ARE THE SPIRITUAL STATES THAT TRANSCEND TIME). 
AND A VOICE CAME FORTH AND SAID: “EACH AND EVERY DAY MY COVENANT HAS BEEN IN YOU SINCE THE ANCIENT DAYS”
THE ZOHAR SPEAKS ABOUT THE LIGHT OF VAK THAT ZON RECEIVE IN THE BIG STATE, WHICH NUKVA RECEIVES AS MA. THIS LIGHT IS CALLED “THE DAYS PAST” (YAMIM KADMONIM). THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN IN THE TORAH (DEVARIM 4:32): “FOR ASK NOW OF THE, DAYS PAST, WHICH WERE BEFORE YOU, SINCE THE DAY THAT GOD CREATED MAN UPON THE EARTH, AND FROM THE ONE END OF HEAVEN UNTO THE OTHER, WHETHER THERE HAS BEEN ANY SUCH THING AS THIS GREAT THING IS?” THE LIGHT OF VAK OF THE BIG STATE IS CALLED IN ZON “THE DAYS PAST” BECAUSE THIS IS VAK OF AVI. YESHSUT IS ZAT OF AVI. ZAT IS AN ABBREVIATION OF THE WORDS ZAIN = 7 AND TACHTONOT = THE LOWER SEFIROT. ZAT OF AVI, MEANING 7 SEFIROT OF THE PARTZUF ABBA VE IMA, IS YESHSUT. THESE ZAIN = 7 DAYS, I.E., 7 PRIMARY SEFIROT OF AVI, WITH REGARDS TO ZAIN = 7 DAYS OR 7 SEFIROT OF ZON. HENCE, IT IS WRITTEN, “MY COVENANT EACH AND EVERY DAY BY HEAVEN AND EARTH” (THE TORAH. DEVARIM 4:26). THESE WORDS OF THE TORAH SPEAK ABOUT ZIVUG OF ZON CALLED “HEAVEN” (ZA) AND “EARTH” (NUKVA). “THE DAYS PAST” OR “SUPERNAL DAYS” CONSTITUTE YESHSUT, AND “THE LOW DAYS” OR “THE PRESENT DAYS” ARE ZON. OTHERWISE, THE CREATOR WARNS THAT “YOU WILL DISAPPEAR FROM THE EARTH.” THIS IS THE MEANING OF THE CREATOR’S WARNING ABOUT 100 BLESSINGS: THEY SHOULD BE GUARDED AND CONSTANTLY CREATED.  THIS IS BECAUSE THESE 100 BLESSINGS WHICH NUKVA RECEIVES FROM ZA EVERY DAY IN ZIVUG OF MA TAKE PLACE BETWEEN THEM DURING THE ASCENT OF ZON TO YESHSUT, WHEN ZA BECOMES LIKE YESHS (ISRAEL-SABA) AND NUKVA BECOMES LIKE T (TVUNAH). YESHSUT STANDS FOR ISRAEL-SABA AND TVUNAH. THE LIGHT THAT NUKVA RECEIVES FROM ZA BECOMES 100 BLESSINGS LIKE THE LIGHT IN TVUNAH.  IT IS SAID ABOUT THIS, “THE CITY THAT UNITED WITH IT” BECAUSE NUKVA CALLED “CITY” MERGED WITH TVUNAH AND NUKVA BECAME LIKE TVUNAH. NUKVA RECEIVES IN TVUNAH THE LIGHT OF TVUNAH CALLED “HOLY ADORNMENTS.” AND LIKE A CROWN OF BEAUTY, IT SURROUNDS THE EARTH AND RECEIVES POWER OVER THE EARTH.  HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF ISRAEL’S SINS (THE IMPURE DESIRES PREVAIL OVER THE PURE DESIRES), THE TEMPLE IS RUINED (THE LIGHT DISAPPEARED) AND ISRAEL IS BANISHED FROM ITS LAND (FELL TO THE LOWER LEVELS). THIS HAS LED TO THE DISTANCING OF NUKVA (ALL CREATURES) FROM ZA (THE CREATOR) BECAUSE THE LOWER 9 SEFIROT (DESIRES) OF NUKVA FELL TO THE IMPURE FORCES (BECAME EGOISTICAL). IN OTHER WORDS, 9 PURE, ALTRUISTIC DESIRES (FORCES) TURNED EGOISTICAL AND LOST THEIR SCREEN. NUKVA ITSELF TURNED INTO A POINT THAT STANDS UNDER YESOD OF ZA.  HENCE, IT IS WRITTEN: “WHO SHALL HEAL AND UPHOLD YOU.” IF THE SONS OF ISRAEL RETURN IN THEIR ASPIRATIONS TO THE CREATOR (I.E., ALTRUISM IS CALLED “RETURN”), CORRECT THEIR DEEDS (DESIRES), AND RAISE THEIR PRAYERS (MAN) ABOUT CORRECTION TO THE CREATOR IN ZON, THEN THEY WILL BE ABLE TO RECEIVE THE UPPER LIGHT IN ZON AGAIN. NUKVA WILL RISE TO YESHSUT CALLED MI AND WILL BE HEALED BY THIS (THE UPPER LIGHT WILL ENTER MALCHUT, THE SOULS, AND WILL IMPART TO THEM ITS PROPERTIES).  10. MI - WHO SETS THE BOUNDARY OF HEAVEN ABOVE, WHICH IS YESHSUT; MA - WHAT SETS THE BOUNDARY OF HEAVEN BELOW, WHICH IS ZA AND MALCHUT. AND THIS IS WHAT YA’AKOV INHERITED, AS HE IS ZA THAT SHINES FROM BOUNDARY TO BOUNDARY. FROM ONE BOUNDARY, WHICH IS MI, DOWN TO THE OTHER BOUNDARY, WHICH IS MA. THIS IS BECAUSE HE, YA’AKOV, STANDS IN THE MIDDLE, BETWEEN YESHSUT AND MALCHUT. HENCE, IT IS WRITTEN, MI BARAH ELEH: MI IS YESHSUT, BARAH MEANS CREATED, AND ELEH STANDS FOR ZA AND MALCHUT.  ACTUALLY, IT SHOULD RATHER BE WRITTEN, “FROM THE BEGINNING, I.E., FROM THE UPPER BOUNDARY OF HEAVEN DOWN TO ITS END (LOWEST POINT) BELOW.” YET IT SAYS, “FROM THE BOUNDARY OF HEAVEN.” MI IS YESHSUT THAT UPHOLDS EVERYTHING WITH ITS QUESTION, WITH ITS DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT FOR ZON. MA IS NUKVA. BEFORE NUKVA RAISES MAN, IT IS THE LAST LEVEL THAT STANDS UNDER THE CHEST OF ZA. YA’AKOV STANDS BETWEEN YESHSUT AND NUKVA. YA’AKOV IS ZA THAT DRESSES AA FROM THE TABUR TO MALCHUT OF AA. ARICH ANPIN IS THE CENTRAL PARTZUF OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. SINCE ATIK IS UNATTAINABLE, EVERYTHING COMES FROM AA AND ALL THE PARTZUFIM OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT DRESS IT (I.E., RECEIVE FROM IT): THE ROSH OF AA TOWERS OVER ALL AND NONE OF THE PARTZUFIM CAN DRESS IT, MEANING TO GRASP ITS THOUGHTS AND THE REASONS OF ITS ACTIONS. THE NEXT PARTZUF IS AVI. AVI DRESS (ATTAIN) AA FROM THE MOUTH TO THE CHEST. THE PARTZUF YESHSUT STANDS UNDER AVI. YESHSUT DRESSES AA FROM ITS CHEST TO THE TABUR. ZA STANDS UNDER YESHSUT AND DRESSES AA FROM THE TABUR DOWNWARDS. THE PARTZUF ZA IS INCOMPLETE; IT HAS ONLY 6 SEFIROT H-B-D-H-G-T OR VAK. IT IS IN THE SMALL STATE AND ENDS WITH ITS SEFIRA TIFFERET (ITS CHEST).  NUKVA (MALCHUT) STANDS UNDER ZA OR, RATHER, IT IS PARALLEL TO ITS LAST SEFIRA TIFFERET (THE CHEST OF ZA). IT HAS ONLY ONE SEFIRA KETER, WHEREAS 9 OTHER SEFIROT OF NUKVA FELL UNDER THE PARSA TO THE WORLDS BYA. THE ENTIRE WORLD OF ATZILUT ENDS WITH THE CHEST OF ZA, WHERE ONE SEFIRA MALCHUT STANDS. HENCE, MALCHUT IS CALLED A POINT. IN OUR WORLD THERE IS DESIRE AND ITS PHYSICAL MANIFESTATION, ACTION. FOR EXAMPLE, A PERSON WANTS TO RECEIVE SOMETHING, BUT HE DOES NOT ALLOW HIMSELF TO PERFORM THE PHYSICAL ACT OF RECEPTION. FOR ALL THAT, HIS DESIRE TO RECEIVE REMAINS THE SAME. THERE ARE NO BODIES IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, ONLY BARE DESIRES. THEREFORE, DESIRE ITSELF CONSTITUTES ACTION. LIKE IN OUR WORLD, IT IS SIMILAR TO A COMPLETE MENTAL AND PHYSICAL ACTION. SO, ONLY DESIRE DETERMINES MAN’S SPIRITUAL STATE. IMAGINE WHAT IT WOULD BE LIKE IF WE JUDGED A PERSON NOT BY HIS ACTIONS, BUT BY HIS DESIRES! WE WOULD BE APPALLED AT HOW DISTANT WE ARE FROM THE SPIRITUAL DEMANDS. OUR DESIRES ARE DETERMINED BY OUR SPIRITUAL LEVEL. THE ZOHAR EXPLAINS THAT ONLY BY RAISING MAN (THE REQUEST OF CORRECTION) CAN WE ATTRACT TO US THE FLOW OF THE UPPER LIGHT WHICH WILL CORRECT AND ELEVATE US TO THE HIGHER LEVEL. AS SOON AS THAT HAPPENS, WE WILL IMMEDIATELY BEGIN TO THINK AND WISH WHAT THAT LEVEL DICTATES US.  THEREFORE, OUR TASK IS TO ATTAIN THE DESIRE FOR CORRECTION. TO THIS END, WE NEED A “QUESTION,” A SENSATION THAT OUR STATE IS INTOLERABLE. THIS IS CALLED THE REALIZATION OF OUR EGOISM’S EVIL. WE HAVE TO REALIZE THAT EGOISM HARMS US BY DETACHING US FROM THE SPIRITUAL. HOWEVER, FOR THIS WE HAVE TO FEEL AT LEAST SLIGHTLY WHAT THE SPIRITUAL IS AND HOW GOOD IT IS. EVIL CAN BE REALIZED ONLY BY CONTRAST WITH GOOD. YET, HOW CAN WE FEEL THE SPIRITUAL IF WE ARE STILL IMMERSED IN EGOISM? IN WHAT KELIM (DESIRES) CAN WE FEEL IT? NONE OF OUR DESIRES HAVE BEEN CORRECTED AND THEREFORE WE CANNOT FEEL THE SPIRITUAL. BUT AS A RESULT OF STUDYING KABBALAH, A PERSON BEGINS TO FEEL THE SURROUNDING LIGHT WHICH IMPARTS TO HIM THE DESIRE FOR THE SPIRITUAL. (SEE “THE INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF TEN SEFIROT,” § 155) A PERSON WHO PHYSICALLY LIVES IN OUR WORLD, BUT SPIRITUALLY EXISTS IN THE WORLDS BERIA, YETZIRA, AND ASSIYA, DESIRES TO ENJOY THE LIGHT. HOWEVER, OPPOSITE THESE DESIRES, A PERSON HAS AN ANTI-DESIRE CALLED A SCREEN WHICH NEUTRALIZES HIS WILL TO RECEIVE PLEASURE.  A SCREEN IS CREATED (APPEARS, EMERGES) WITHIN THE KLI (DESIRE, MAN) AS A RESULT OF MAN’S SENSATION OF THE SPIRITUAL LIGHT (THE CREATOR). THEREFORE, ALL OUR REQUESTS (PRAYERS, MAN, “QUESTIONS”) SHOULD BE ONLY ABOUT ONE THING: TO RECEIVE POWERS FROM THE CREATOR FOR SPIRITUAL ASCENT. IN OTHER WORDS, WE SHOULD TRANSFORM OUR DESIRES OR, AS KABBALAH DEFINES IT, ACQUIRE A SCREEN. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO ANNUL ONE’S WILL TO RECEIVE PLEASURE. THE CREATOR CREATED IT; THIS IS HIS ONLY CREATION. WE ONLY CAN ACQUIRE A SCREEN ON IT (COUNTERBALANCE THIS DESIRE), RISE ABOVE THE CREATION (EGOISM), BECOME SIMILAR TO THE CREATOR, AND MERGE WITH HIM TO THE EXTENT OF THAT SIMILARITY. THUS, THE PARTZUF YA’AKOV STANDS BETWEEN MI (YESHSUT) AND MALCHUT, FROM END TO END. HOWEVER, HERE WE SPEAK ABOUT THE STATE OF ZON, AS THEY RISE TO YESHSUT AND RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF ITS LEVEL.  THE SPIRITUAL DISTANCE FROM US TO THE CREATOR IS DIVIDED INTO 125 LEVELS THAT HAVE NAMES. THESE LEVELS DIFFER FROM ONE ANOTHER ONLY BY THE MAGNITUDE OF THEIR SCREEN ON MAN’S EGOISTICAL DESIRES. A PERSON RECEIVES THE LIGHT IN HIS CORRECTED, ALTRUISTIC DESIRES. THE VOLUME OF THE RECEIVED LIGHT DEPENDS ON THE SCREEN’S MAGNITUDE OR ON THE SIZE OF THE CORRECTED PART OF DESIRE.  EVERY LEVEL IS CHARACTERIZED BY A CERTAIN SENSATION OF THE CREATOR, WHICH IS CALLED THE LIGHT. HENCE, WE CAN DESIGNATE THE SPIRITUAL STATE OF THE KLI (MAN) IN THE UPPER WORLD BY THE NAME OF ITS LEVEL OR THE NAME OF THE LIGHT IT RECEIVES. EVERY LEVEL HAS ITS DEFINITE LIGHT. THE GRADATIONS OF THE SENSATION OF THE CREATOR CONSTITUTE THE SPIRITUAL LEVELS.  THEREFORE, BY RISING TO THE LEVEL CALLED YESHSUT, ZON RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF YESHSUT, ALTHOUGH THE PARTZUF YESHSUT CORRESPONDINGLY ROSE TO THE HIGHER LEVEL AND RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF THAT LEVEL CALLED AVI. BY RISING TO THE LEVEL CALLED AA, AVI RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF AA. WE CALL LEVELS BY THE NAMES OF THE PARTZUFIM THAT ABIDE THERE IN THEIR USUAL, LOWEST STATE. SUCH A STATE IS CALLED PERMANENT.  ALTHOUGH BY RISING TO A HIGHER LEVEL, THE LOWER PARTZUF RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF THAT LEVEL, WHICH CHANGES ITS PROPERTIES; FOR ALL THAT, THIS PARTZUF REMAINS ITSELF. SIMILARLY, A PERSON WHO ACQUIRES NEW PROPERTIES REMAINS A PERSON, ALBEIT AT ANOTHER LEVEL. THEREFORE, WHEN IT IS SAID THAT BY RISING TO A HIGHER LEVEL THE LOWER PARTZUF BECOMES LIKE THE UPPER ONE, IT IMPLIES THAT ONLY THE INNER PROPERTIES CHANGE OF A PERSON (OR PARTZUF) CHANGE, BUT NOT HIS PERSONALITY. AFTER RISING TO YESHSUT, ZA RECEIVES GREATER LIGHT BECAUSE ASCENDING IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD MEANS INCREASING THE MAGNITUDE OF A SCREEN. THAT IS TO SAY, ZA GREW, BUT DID NOT TURN INTO YESHSUT. PREVIOUSLY, AT ITS OWN PLACE IT HAD THE LIGHT RUACH-NEFESH. AFTER RISING AND ACQUIRING A SCREEN, IT ALSO RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF NESHAMA. THAT IS WHY ALL THE STEPS BETWEEN US AND THE CREATOR ARE PREDETERMINED, AND THE PARTZUFIM IN THEIR PERMANENT STATE “STAND”’S ASCENT (ALIYA) CAN BE THE CONSEQUENCE OF TWO FACTORS: STIMULATION OF DESIRE FROM ABOVE, WHICH IS CALLED “SPECIAL DAYS” – HOLIDAYS, NEW MOONS, SABBATHS. SUCH AN ASCENT IS CALLED “STIMULATION FROM ABOVE” AND IT LEADS TO THE GENERAL ASCENT OF ALL THE WORLDS ABYA AND CORRESPONDINGLY OF ALL THAT EXISTS IN THEM; MAN’S EFFORTS IN HIS STUDIES AND INNER WORK TO RECEIVE POWERS AS THE CREATOR’S PERSONAL GIFT AND BY PRAYING TO RISE TO THE HIGHER LEVEL.  SUCH AN ASCENT IS NOT LIMITED BY ONLY 3 LEVELS; IT CAN BRING A PERSON TO THE CREATOR THROUGH ALL 125 LEVELS. THE ATTAINMENT OF THE HIGHEST LEVEL IS THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH MAN WAS CREATED. HE IS OBLIGED TO ACCOMPLISH THAT TASK WHILE LIVING IN THIS WORLD. UNTIL HE ATTAINS THAT GOAL HE WILL HAVE TO BE REPEATEDLY BORN IN THIS WORLD.  ALTHOUGH ZON ARE CALLED “LAST DAYS,” BY RISING AND RECEIVING THE LIGHT OF YESHSUT, THEY RECEIVE THE NAME “THE PAST DAYS OR FIRST DAYS.” IN THAT CASE, ONE END OF HEAVEN (MALCHUT OR MA) ROSE AND DRESSED THE OTHER END OF HEAVEN (YESHSUT OR MI). MA AND MI MERGE IN ONE, AND THE ZOHAR EMPHASIZES THAT FACT. AND KNOW:  MI = WHO BARAH = CREATED ELEH = THESE MI IS YESHSUT THAT STANDS IN THE PLACE OF BINA DE AA, BETWEEN THE CHEST TO THE TABUR OF AA. ALTHOUGH ONLY KELIM OF GE (VESSELS OF BESTOWAL) ARE PRESENT IN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, THERE ARE PARTZUFIM AMONG THEM THAT WISH ONLY TO BESTOW: ATIK, AA, AVI, AND THOSE THAT WANT TO RECEIVE FOR THE SAKE OF BESTOWAL, OF PASSING THE LIGHT ON TO YESHSUT AND ZON. YESHSUT AND ZON WANT TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT TO PASS IT TO THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, TO PEOPLE WHO SEEK CORRECTION. HENCE, INSIDE THE WORLD OF ATZILUT THERE IS A DIVISION INTO TWO TYPES OF KELIM, GE AND AHP, AND THEY ARE SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER BY THE PARSA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT THAT STANDS IN THE CHEST OF AA.  THE LIGHT FROM THE ROSH OF AA DOES NOT PENETRATE UNDER THE PARSA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. THEREFORE, YESHSUT IN ITS PERMANENT STATE OR ZON (AS THEY RISE TO YESHSUT) CANNOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF THE ROSH OF AA. HENCE, THEY HAVE THE DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA CALLED THE “QUESTION.” THE QUESTION (DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA) IS MI (YESHSUT, THE LIGHT OF YESHSUT) WHICH IS BARAH (BEYOND ELEH OR ZON). AFTER RISING, ZON DO NOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. THEY ARE OUTSIDE OF THE ROSH OF AA AND OUTSIDE OF THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA, BUT THEY HAVE A QUESTION, DESIRE FOR IT. THIS ENABLES THEM TO CONTINUE ASCENDING.  
"WHO HAS CREATED THESE" OF ELIYAHU
11. RABBI SHIMON SAID, ELAZAR, MY SON, REVEAL THE SUPERNAL SECRET, WHICH THE DWELLERS OF THIS WORLD KNOW NOTHING ABOUT. RABBI ELAZAR WAS SILENT. RABBI SHIMON WEPT AND STOOD STILL FOR A MOMENT, AND THEN SAID: “ELAZAR, WHAT IS ELEH? IF YOU SAY THAT THEY ARE LIKE THE PLANETS AND THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC (DESTINY), HAVE THEY NOT ALWAYS BEEN SEEN (UNLIKE THE CHANGEABLE SIGNS OF FATE)? THEY WERE CREATED IN MA WHICH IS MALCHUT,” AS IT IS WRITTEN, “BY THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD WERE THE HEAVENS MADE” (TEHILIM 33:6), MEANING THAT THE HEAVENS WERE MADE BY MALCHUT CALLED THE CREATOR’S WORD. AND IF THE WORD ELEH WAS SAID ABOUT THE HIDDEN THINGS, THEN THERE IS NO NEED TO WRITE ELEH, BECAUSE THE PLANETS AND THE SIGNS ARE VISIBLE TO ALL (THE WORD ELEH (THESE) MEANS THAT SOMETHING IS CLEAR).  RABBI ELAZAR DID NOT REVEAL THE RECEPTION OF THE OHR (LIGHT) OF THE 1ST BIG STATE (OHR NESHAMA), AND RABBI SHIMON WISHED TO REVEAL THE WAY TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF THE 2ND BIG STATE (OHR HAYA). THEREFORE, HE ASKED RABBI ELAZAR TO SPEAK AND TO REVEAL THE WAY TO RECEIVE THE OHR NESHAMA, WHICH IS CONCEALED FROM PEOPLE BY THE SUPERNAL SECRET. THIS IS BECAUSE THE OHR NESHAMA HAS NOT YET BEEN REVEALED IN THE WORLD, AND RABBI SHIMON REVEALS IT HERE.  THE FACT IS THAT ALTHOUGH THERE WERE RIGHTEOUS MEN WHO ATTAINED OHR HAYA, NONE OF THEM COULD EXPLAIN IN DETAIL THE PATH OF ITS ATTAINMENT OR REVEAL IT TO THE ENTIRE WORLD. THIS IS BECAUSE TO UNDERSTAND IT, A PERSON HAS TO ATTAIN THAT LEVEL; AND THIS DEPENDS ONLY ON HIS EFFORTS. MANY PEOPLE IN DIFFERENT GENERATIONS ATTAINED THE LEVEL OF ELEH. HOWEVER, IT REQUIRES A GREATER LEVEL TO REVEAL IT TO THE WORLD, AND THE CREATOR’S SPECIAL PERMISSION IS NEEDED FOR THIS (SEE THE ARTICLE “CONDITIONS OF REVELATION OF THE TORAH SECRETS”). RABBI SHIMON ASKED HIM WHAT ELEH MEANS, WHAT IS NEW IN THE WORDS OF THE TORAH, MI BARAH ELEH (WHO CREATED THESE), WHERE THE WORD ELEH DESIGNATES ZON. IF IT SPEAKS ABOUT THE STARS AND THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC WHICH MEAN THE LIGHT OF VAK OF THE BIG STATE, THEN WHAT IS SO SPECIAL IN THIS? INDEED, ZON CAN RECEIVE THIS LIGHT EVEN ON WEEKDAYS. THERE IS NOTHING EXTRAORDINARY IN THIS TO SAY MI – WHO CREATED THESE ABOUT IT. (ONE MIGHT SAY THAT THIS LIGHT IS CONSTANT BECAUSE ONLY THE LIGHT OF VAK IS PRESENT IN ZON, BUT NOT GAR. ONLY AS A RESULT OF MAN (MAYIN NUKVIN) CAN ZON RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF VAK OF THE BIG STATE, THE OHR NESHAMA. THE ANSWER IS THAT THIS LIGHT CAN BE RECEIVED AT ANY TIME, EVEN ON WEEKDAYS DURING THE MORNING PRAYER. HOWEVER, HE DOES NOT UNDERSTAND WHY THESE WERE CREATED IN MA. THIS LIGHT REFERS NOT TO BINA, BUT TO THE ZON OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, WHICH IS CALLED MA. IT EXITS ZON, AS IS WRITTEN BY THE WORD OF THE LORD, WHERE THE LORD IS ZA AND HIS WORD IS MALCHUT). 12. THIS SECRET WAS REVEALED ON ANOTHER DAY, WHEN I WAS ON THE SEASHORE. THE PROPHET ELIYAHU CAME AND ASKED ME: “RABBI, DO YOU KNOW WHAT MI BARAH ELEH – WHO HAS CREATED THESE MEANS?” I ANSWERED: “THESE” ARE THE HEAVENS AND THEIR HOSTS, THE WORKS OF THE CREATOR. AND MAN SHOULD LOOK AT THEM AND BLESS HIM, AS IS WRITTEN, “WHEN I BEHOLD YOUR HEAVENS, THE WORK OF YOUR FINGERS” (TEHILIM 8:4) AND “OUR MASTER, HOW GLORIOUS IS YOUR NAME IN ALL THE EARTH!" (TEHILIM 8:10). 13. HE TOLD ME: “RABBI, THE CREATOR REVEALED A GREAT SECRET TO THE CELESTIAL ASSEMBLY. THE SECRET IS THAT WHEN THE MOST CONCEALED ONE OF ALL DESIRED TO REVEAL HIMSELF, HE FIRST MADE ONE SINGLE POINT, WHICH IS MALCHUT, AND THIS POINT ASCENDED TO HIS THOUGHT, WHICH IS BINA. HE SHAPED IN HER ALL THE CREATED BEINGS AND CONFIRMED ALL THE LAWS.  ATIK IS THE FIRST PARTZUF AND THE ROSH (HEAD) OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. IT IS CALLED CONCEALED AND THE MOST SECRET OF ALL THE PARTZUFIM AND ITS NAME ATIK (FROM THE WORD NE’ETAK – ISOLATED AND UNATTAINABLE) TESTIFIES THAT. NO ONE CAN ATTAIN THIS PARTZUF IN ITSELF OR ITS PROPERTIES, BUT WE CAN PERCEIVE IT THE WAY IT APPEARS TO US. ATIK DELIBERATELY DIMINISHES AND CHANGES ITSELF IN SUCH A WAY THAT THE LOWER PARTZUFIM CAN UNDERSTAND THE OUTER FORM (NOT ATIK ITSELF, BUT ITS PROPERTIES) IN WHICH IT APPEARS WITH REGARDS TO THEM.  IN THE WORDS OF THE ZOHAR, ATIK WISHED TO REVEAL ITSELF TO THE WORLDS, BUT BEING THE PARTZUF THAT ACTS ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF THE 1ST RESTRICTION, IT “PUT ON THE GARMENTS” (AN EXTERNAL PARTZUF THAT ACTS ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF THE 2ND RESTRICTION) TO ENABLE THE LOWER PARTZUFIM TO FEEL AND ATTAIN IT.  THERE IS AN ENORMOUS DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE PROPERTIES OF THE SENSES THAT PERCEIVE THE SENSATIONS OF THE 1ST AND THE 2ND RESTRICTIONS. JUST AS A PERSON IN OUR WORLD IS BORN WITHOUT SENSE ORGANS THAT CAN FEEL THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS, SO IS THE PARTZUF, CORRECTED FOR THE CONDITIONS OF WORK AT THE LEVEL OF THE 2ND RESTRICTION, UNABLE TO ACCEPT (FEEL) THE LIGHT THAT DESCENDS ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF THE 1ST RESTRICTION. A SIMILAR DISTINCTION EXISTS BETWEEN THE PARTZUF ATIK AND THE OTHER PARTZUFIM OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT AND THE WORLDS BYA. TO BE CONNECTED TO THE LOWER PARTZUFIM, ATIK RAISED MALCHUT OF THE ROSH (HEAD) OF AA INSIDE THE ROSH OF THE SUBORDINATE AA TO THE SEFIRA HOCHMA. AS A RESULT OF THIS, THE SEFIROT BINA AND ZON OF THE ROSH OF AA FELL TO THE GUF (BODY) OF AA: MALCHUT ROSE FROM THE PEH (MOUTH) TO THE EYNAIM (EYES) AND STANDS IN THE ROSH INSTEAD OF BINA; WHEREAS BINA AND ZON LEFT THE ROSH. THE GUF (BODY) STARTS BELOW MALCHUT OF THE ROSH (AFTER THE DECISION ON HOW TO ACT), WHEREVER IT MAY BE.  HERE IS HOW ONE SHOULD UNDERSTAND THIS: THE SEFIROT OF THE ROSH ARE THE THOUGHTS AND DESIRES WITH REGARDS TO WHICH THE PARTZUF OR MAN’S INNER PROPERTIES (I.E., MAN HIMSELF) MAKES HIS DECISIONS AS TO HOW THEY CAN BE USED TO GET AS CLOSE AS POSSIBLE TO THE PURPOSE OF CREATION. THE FACT THAT THE SEFIROT BINA AND ZON EXITED THE ROSH OF AA MEANS THAT THE PARTZUF AA CANNOT MAKE ANY DECISIONS ON THEM FOR LACK OF A SCREEN. THAT IS WHY THEY MOVED FROM THE ROSH TO THE GUF.  THEIR ROLE IS ONLY TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT IN THE SAME WAY AS ALL THE SEFIROT OF THE GUF RECEIVE IT, I.E., FROM THE ROSH. IN OTHER WORDS, THEY RECEIVE THE LIGHT WHICH IS ACCEPTED BY THE SCREEN OF THE SEFIROT KETER AND HOCHMA THAT REMAINED IN THE ROSH. A PERSON WILLFULLY RESTRICTS THE USE OF HIS DESIRES AND USES ONLY THOSE OF THEM WITH WHICH HE CAN WORK FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR. THEREFORE, WHEN MALCHUT ROSE AND STOOD UNDER THE SEFIRA HOCHMA, HOCHMA BECAME A MALE, THE BESTOWING, FULFILLING PART, AND MALCHUT TURNED INTO A FEMALE, THE RECEIVING PART OF THE ROSH. SINCE MALCHUT TOOK THE PLACE OF BINA (CALLED “THOUGHT”), NOW MALCHUT ASSUMES THE NAME “THOUGHT” BECAUSE IT MAKES A ZIVUG AND RECEIVES OHR HOCHMA.  THAT WHICH RECEIVES FROM HOCHMA IS DEFINED AS BINA, NOT MALCHUT. SO, ALTHOUGH MALCHUT ITSELF IS MERELY A BLACK POINT (EGOISTICAL CREATION), AS A RESULT OF ITS ASCENT, IT TURNS INTO BINA, I.E., MALCHUT ACQUIRES BINA’S PROPERTIES. HENCE, MALCHUT IS NOW CALLED BINA, OR THOUGHT. THE ZOHAR CALLS A THOUGHT HOCHMA OR BINA. THE DIFFERENCE IS THAT A THOUGHT IS SOMETHING THAT IS RECEIVED FROM HOCHMA. HENCE, BINA IS CALLED A “THOUGHT” ONLY IF THE ROSH AND RECEIVES THE LIGHT FROM HOCHMA. IN THE 1ST RESTRICTION, BINA ALWAYS RECEIVES FROM HOCHMA AND IS CALLED “THOUGHT.” HOWEVER, IN THE 2ND RESTRICTION, MALCHUT ROSE TO BINA AND STARTED RECEIVING FROM HOCHMA. THAT IS WHY NOW MALCHUT IS CALLED “THOUGHT,” NOT BINA.  ALL THE PARTZUFIM OF THE WORLDS ABYA ARE CREATED BY THIS ASCENT OF MALCHUT TO BINA. THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN: “HE SHAPED IN HER ALL THE CREATED BEINGS AND CONFIRMED ALL THE LAWS.” THE SEFIROT KETER AND HOCHMA REMAINED IN THE ROSH OF EACH PARTZUF, AND A ZIVUG IS MADE ON THESE TWO SEFIROT. HENCE, THE LIGHT THAT IS RECEIVED IN THE GUF OF THE PARTZUF CONSISTS OF ONLY TWO LIGHTS, NEFESH AND RUACH. PREVIOUSLY, MALCHUT STOOD IN THE PEH DE ROSH AND THE ROSH (THE PART IN WHICH THE PARTZUF CALCULATED HOW MUCH LIGHT IT CAN RECEIVE FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE) ENDED THERE. AFTER THAT, THE PARTZUF WAS RECEIVING THAT LIGHT FROM THE ROSH TO THE GUF, FROM THE PEH (MOUTH) TO THE TABUR (NAVEL). NOW MALCHUT ROSE TO THE EYNAIM (EYES) OF THE ROSH AND STANDS UNDER THEM. THIS IS KNOWN AS THE ASCENT OF MALCHUT TO NE (NIKVEY EYNAIM - PUPILS OF THE EYES), BECAUSE NUKVA EYNAIM MEANS MALCHUT OF THE EYNAIM. PRIOR TO MALCHUT’S RISING TO THE EYNAIM, THERE WERE NO PUPILS (NE). IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT ONLY IN MALCHUT (DESIRE) CAN WE FEEL WHAT SURROUNDS US (THE CREATOR AND THE LIGHT). HENCE, ALL OF OUR SENSE ORGANS ARE DESIGNED AS APERTURES: NEKEV (ORIFICE), NUKVA OR MALCHUT IN THE EYNAIM, AWZNAYIM (EARS), HOTEM (NOSE), AND PEH. ONLY A PERSON WHO BY HIS OWN STRENGTH CAN CREATE DESIRES THAT WORK ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLE OF THE 2ND RESTRICTION AND PUT MALCHUT AFTER KETER-HOCHMA (I.E., THINK OF BESTOWAL), CAN START FEELING WITH THIS CORRECTED SPIRITUAL SENSE. THE SENSE ORGAN WHERE A SCREEN MAY BE LOCATED, CAN PERCEIVE THE UPPER LIGHT.  AFTER RISING, MALCHUT STOOD UNDER HOCHMA, MADE A ZIVUG ON ITS SCREEN, I.E., ON THE SEFIROT KETER-HOCHMA (GE). THE SEFIROT BINA-ZA-MALCHUT (AHP) ARE UNDER THE ROSH, IN THE GUF OF THE PARTZUF AND THEY RECEIVE THE LIGHT PASSIVELY. THIS LEADS TO A DIVISION OF THE 10 SEFIROT OF THE GUF K-H-B-ZA-M IN THE SAME WAY AS THE 10 SEFIROT OF THE ROSH WERE DIVIDED: THE SEFIROT K-H OF THE GUF CONTINUE RECEIVING FROM K-H OF THE ROSH AND THE SEFIROT B-ZA-M OF THE GUF, BEING UNABLE TO RECEIVE FROM THE ROSH, RECEIVE FROM K-H OF THE GUF, AS DO THE SEFIROT UNDER THE TABUR (NAVEL) OF THE PARTZUF.  AS IS WELL-KNOWN, EVERY PARTZUF CONSISTS OF THE ROSH, THE GUF AND THE EXTREMITIES. THE ROSH DECIDES HOW MUCH LIGHT THE GUF CAN RECEIVE FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MAGNITUDE OF THE SCREEN THAT REFLECTS THE LIGHT (PLEASURE). THE DECISION TO ACCEPT THIS LIGHT DESCENDS UNDER THE SCREEN, FROM THE ROSH TO THE GUF, AND FILLS THE GUF FROM THE PEH DOWN TO THE TABUR. EACH SEFIRA OF THE ROSH FILLS THE CORRESPONDING SEFIRA OF THE GUF. IF THERE ARE ONLY 2 SEFIROT K-H IN THE ROSH, THEN ONLY 2 SEFIROT K-H REMAIN IN THE GUF. THIS IS BECAUSE ONLY THEY CAN RECEIVE FROM THE CORRESPONDING SEFIROT OF THE ROSH. THE SEFIROT B-ZA-M OF THE ROSH RECEIVE THE SAME LIGHT AS THE SEFIROT K-H OF THE GUF. THIS MEANS THAT THEY ARE UNDER THE SCREEN (MALCHUT THAT ROSE AND STANDS UNDER HOCHMA OF THE ROSH). THUS, THE GUF HAS K-H THAT ACCORDINGLY RECEIVE LIGHT RUACHNEFESH AND AHP OF THE ROSH THAT ALSO RECEIVE THE 2 LIGHTS RUACH-NEFESH. B-ZA-M (AHP) OF THE GUF CANNOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT FROM THE ROSH BECAUSE THE CORRESPONDING SEFIROT B-ZA-M OF THE ROSH DO NOT PARTICIPATE IN ZIVUG. THIS IS BECAUSE THEIR SCREEN LACKS POWER TO REFLECT THE EGOISTICAL DESIRES OF THE AHP DE ROSH, SO AS TO RECEIVE FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR. IN OTHER WORDS, SINCE THERE ARE NO AHP IN THE ROSH, ACCORDINGLY, THERE ARE NO AHP IN THE GUF. SINCE THE AHP OF THE GUF RECEIVE NO LIGHT FROM THE AHP OF THE ROSH, THEY ARE SIMILAR TO THE EXTREMITIES, I.E., TO THE END OF THE PARTZUF UNDER ITS TABUR. HENCE, AT THE END OF THE PARTZUF, UNDER THE TABUR, THERE ARE THE GE OF THE RAGLAYIM (LEGS) AND THE AHP OF THE GUF THAT FELL THERE. BEING AT A LOWER LEVEL, THE AHP OF THE RAGLAYIM ARE NOT PARTS OF THE PARTZUF.  THE LIGHT THAT CANNOT BE RECEIVED BY THE PARTZUF REMAINS OUTSIDE, AROUND IT, AND WAITS UNTIL THE PARTZUF ACQUIRES ENOUGH POWER TO ACCEPT IT. IT IS CALLED THE SURROUNDING LIGHT AND CORRESPONDS TO THE DESIRES THAT DO NOT TAKE PART IN ZIVUG. THESE DESIRES ARE STILL UNCORRECTED AND LACK THE SCREEN.  IF PREVIOUSLY, BEFORE THE 2ND RESTRICTION, MALCHUT (THE LAST SEFIRA OF THE GUF) WAS IN THE TABUR, NOW, WHEN ONLY 2 SEFIROT K-H REMAIN IN THE GUF, MALCHUT OF THE GUF ALSO RISES TO BINA DE GUF CALLED CHAZEH (CHEST). THEREFORE, WHEN MALCHUT RISES TO BINA DE GUF, THE ENTIRE PARTZUF “DIMINISHES”: THE ROSH ONLY REACHES UP TO THE EYNAIM, THE GUF ONLY TO THE CHAZEH, AND THE RAGLAYIM (LEGS) ONLY TO THE TABUR. SUCH A STATE OF THE PARTZUF IS CALLED SMALL STATE. HOWEVER, IF THE PARTZUF RECEIVES NEW POWERS FROM ABOVE, ACQUIRES A MASACH (SCREEN) WHERE IT WILL BE ABLE TO DECIDE TO ACCEPT THE LIGHT FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR IN ITS AHP, THEN THE AHP DE ROSH WILL RISE FROM THE GUF TO THE ROSH. THEY WILL SUPPLEMENT THE ROSH TO 10 SEFIROT. THE SEFIROT OF AHP DE GUF WILL RISE FROM THE RAGLAYIM TO THEIR PLACE IN ORDER TO RECEIVE ADDITIONAL LIGHT. THE ROSH, GUF, AND RAGLAYIM WILL ALL HAVE 10 SEFIROT. SUCH A STATE OF THE PARTZUF IS CALLED BIG STATE.  IN THE LANGUAGE OF THE ZOHAR, THE RESTRICTION OF A PARTZUF, ITS TRANSITION FROM THE BIG STATE TO THE SMALL STATE, IS DESCRIBED AS A DIVISION OF EACH PART OF THE PARTZUF (THE ROSH, THE GUF, AND THE RAGLAYIM) INTO GE (ELEH) AND AHP (MI). ALL 10 SEFIROT ARE CALLED BY THE CREATOR’S NAME ELOKIM, WHICH CONSISTS OF THE LETTERS ELEH-IM. THESE LETTERS ARE DIVIDED INTO MI – GE – K-H AND ELEH – B-ZA-M. ONLY THE SEFIROT ELEH REMAIN IN THE SMALL STATE AT THEIR LEVEL. THE SEFIROT IM FALL TO THE LOWER LEVEL. THE WORD ELOKIM IS READ FROM DOWN TO UP, THE WAY A PERSON ATTAINS IT.  “HE SHAPED IN HER ALL THE CREATED BEINGS AND CONFIRMED ALL THE LAWS.” THIS SENTENCE ALLUDES TO THE DIVISION OF EACH LEVEL INTO TWO PARTS AND THEIR NEW FORM. IT IMPLIES A SEPARATION INTO ELEH AND MI, I.E., INTO THE KELIM (DESIRES) OF BESTOWAL AND RECEPTION, WHERE DUE TO THE LACK OF POWER TO OPPOSE ONE’S NATURE (EGOISM), PART OF THE SEFIROT (DESIRES) REMAIN UNUSED, OUTSIDE OF ITS LEVEL. ACCORDINGLY, THEIR LIGHT REMAINS OUTSIDE AS OHR MAKIF (THE SURROUNDING LIGHT). IT WAITS UNTIL THE PARTZUF WILL RECEIVE ADDITIONAL POWER TO GROW BIG AND RECEIVE ALL THE LIGHT. DURING 6000 YEARS, ALL OUR CORRECTION TAKES PLACE ONLY ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF THE TZIMTZUM BET (2ND RESTRICTION). AS, SOON AS THE PARTZUF ACQUIRES NEW POWERS (THE MASACH) TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT SELFLESSLY IN THE SEFIROT/KELIM B-ZA-M (ELEH), IT WILL IMMEDIATELY ATTACH THEM TO ITSELF AND RECEIVE THE LIGHT NESHAMA-HAYA-YECHIDA. IT WILL GROW TO BECOME A BIG PARTZUF CONSISTING OF 5 KELIM (10 SEFIROT) WITH THE 5 LIGHTS OF NARANHAY. 14. HE ENGRAVED INSIDE THE SACRED AND HIDDEN CANDLELIGHT (WHICH IS MALCHUT THAT MERGED WITH BINA), A CONCEALED IMAGE, THE HOLY OF HOLIES, A VERY PROFOUND STRUCTURE THAT EMERGES FROM THE DEPTH OF THE THOUGHT, THE GAR THAT IS CALLED MI, WHICH IS THE INCEPTION OF THIS EDIFICE. IT IS ERECTED AND NOT ERECTED; IT IS GREAT AND HIDDEN DEEP INSIDE THE NAME ELOKIM (ELEH AND IM). IT IS CALLED MI FROM THE NAME ELOKIM. THIS MEANS THAT IT LACKS THE LETTERS ELEH OF THE NAME ELOKIM. HE DESIRED TO REVEAL HIMSELF AND TO BE CALLED BY THE COMPLETE NAME ELOKIM, SO HE DRESSED HIMSELF UP IN A PRECIOUS SHINING GARMENT, WHICH IS THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM, AND CREATED ELEH. THE LETTERS ELEH OF THE NAME ELOKIM ASCENDED AND COMBINED WITH THE LETTERS MI AND FORMED THE COMPLETE NAME ELOKIM. AS LONG AS HE DID NOT CREATE ELEH, HE DID NOT RISE UP TO FORM THE NAME ELOKIM. HENCE, THOSE WHO SINNED IN WORSHIPPING THE GOLDEN CALF USED THIS SECRET BY SAYING, “ELEH (THESE ARE) YOUR DEITIES, ISRAEL” (THE TORAH. SHEMOT 32:4). “ELEH (THESE ARE) YOUR DEITIES, ISRAEL!” THESE EGOISTICAL DESIRES (ELEH) ARE YOUR DEITIES, WHICH YOU ARE OBLIGED TO WORSHIP UNTIL YOU CORRECT YOURSELF. THE USE OF ELEH IS THE REASON OF ALL TRANSGRESSIONS AND RAVAGES: THE BREAKING OF THE VESSELS AND ADAM’S SIN, THE SPLITTING OF HIS SOUL INTO 600,000 PARTS AND WORSHIPPING THE GOLDEN CALF, THE BREAKING OF THE TABLETS BY MOSES AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE 1ST AND 2ND TEMPLES, ETC.  AS A RESULT OF RAISING MAN BY THE LOWER PARTZUFIM, MEANING THEIR REQUEST FOR POWER TO MAKE A ZIVUG AND RECEIVE THE LIGHT (FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE), OHR HOCHMA COMES FROM ABOVE. THIS LIGHT CALLED MAD (MAYIN DECHURIN) IS A FORCE THAT ENABLES THE KLI TO CREATE A MASACH (SCREEN) CAPABLE OF REFLECTING THE LIGHT AND TO OPPOSE ITS EGOISTICAL NATURE. THIS FORCE COMES AS THE LIGHT OR THE SENSATION OF THE CREATOR’S GREATNESS. IT IS REFERRED TO AS THE LIGHT AB-SAG BECAUSE IT DESCENDS FROM THE PARTZUFIM HOCHMAAB AND BINA-SAG OF THE WORLD AK (ADAM KADMON). IF A PERSON HAS RISEN FROM THE LEVEL OF “OUR WORLD” TO THE WORLDS BYA, THEN WHEREVER HE MAY BE IN THOSE WORLDS, HIS REQUEST FOR SPIRITUAL CORRECTION RISES THROUGH ALL THE WORLDS AND LEVELS UP TO THE PARTZUF SAG. SAG TURNS TO AB, RECEIVES FROM IT THE OHR HOCHMA AND PASSES IT DOWN ALL THE PARTZUFIM THROUGH WHICH MAN HAD REACHED HIM. SINCE THE ENTIRE WORLD OF AK EXISTS IN THE 1ST RESTRICTION (TZIMTZUM ALEPH) AND ABOVE THE 2ND RESTRICTION (TZIMTZUM BET), THE LIGHT THAT COMES FROM IT PROVIDES THE KLI THAT RECEIVES THIS LIGHT WITH POWER TO PASS FROM THE SMALL STATE TO THE BIG ONE. IN OTHER WORDS, OHR AB-SAG ENABLES THE KLI TO CREATE A MASACH, TO REFLECT OHR HOCHMA AND THEN TO RECEIVE IT FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE. THE BIG STATE IS CALLED “THE HOLY OF HOLIES” BECAUSE BEING FILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF GAR (“THE HOLY OF HOLIES”) IS UTTERLY PERFECT. OHR AB-SAG DESCENDS TO THE ROSH OF THE PARTZUF AA AND LOWERS THE POINT OF MALCHUT FROM THE THOUGHT (BINA) TO ITS PLACE IN THE PEH, WHERE IT WAS BEFORE TZIMTZUM BET. AS A RESULT OF THIS, 3 SEFIROT B-ZA-M REJOIN 2 SEFIROT K-H AND BECOME 5 SEFIROT IN THE ROSH. AHP (ELEH) RISE AND JOIN GE (MI) AND THE CREATOR’S NAME, ELOKIM, BECOMES COMPLETE.  HOWEVER, THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE PARTZUF CAN BE FILLED WITH THE 5 LIGHTS OF NARANHAY. IT JUST ACQUIRED A MASACH, A FORCE TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT IN ALL OF ITS 10 SEFIROT. SINCE ONLY OHR HOCHMA SHINES IN AA, THIS LIGHT CANNOT FILL THE ELEVATED KELIM OF ELEH. THEY CAN RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA ONLY IF OHR HASSADIM DRESSES IT. ONLY THE GAR OF THE PARTZUF (K-H-B) CAN HAVE PURE OHR HOCHMA, WHEREAS THE ZAT OF THE PARTZUF (THE SEFIROT ZA-M) CAN RECEIVE ONLY DIMINISHED OHR HOCHMA HALF-MIXED WITH OHR HASSADIM. THIS IS CALLED THE RECEPTION OF OHR HOCHMA IN THE MIDDLE LINE (CONSISTING OF HALF HOCHMA AND HALF HASSADIM). THEREFORE, SAYS THE ZOHAR, THIS STRUCTURE IS ERECTED AND NOT ERECTED. ALTHOUGH ALL THE SEFIROT ARE PRESENT IN THE ROSH, THEY ARE TO BE FILLED WITH THE LIGHT, MEANING THE SEFIROT ELEH ARE NOT YET REVEALED IN THE NAME ELOKIM. ONLY THE LETTERS MI HAVE BEEN REVEALED (I.E., FILLED WITH THE LIGHT) SO FAR. HENCE, FIRST OF ALL, THE PARTZUF MAKES A ZIVUG ON ITS SMALL STATE AND RECEIVES OHR HASSADIM. AFTER THAT, IT PUTS THIS PRECIOUS GARMENT (OHR HASSADIM) ON OHR HOCHMA. ONLY AFTERWARDS, CAN THE MIXED LIGHT OF HASSADIM AND HOCHMA FILL THE SEFIROT ZAT (ELEH) AND ALL 5 SEFIROT WILL SHINE IN SHEER PERFECTION. HOWEVER, BEFORE MI GIVES OHR HASSADIM TO ELEH TO ENABLE THEM TO RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA, ELEH CANNOT RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA, AND ONLY THE LIGHT OF MI SHINES IN THE NAME ELOKIM. THE ZOHAR CONTINUES BY SAYING THAT ALL SINS ARE CAUSED BY NEGLECT OF OHR HASSADIM (THE INTENTION FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR). BECAUSE THEY SINNED, I.E., NEGLECTED OHR HASSADIM AND DID NOT WISH TO RECEIVE WITH THE INTENTION “FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE” BUT ONLY DESIRED OHR HOCHMA, MI WERE SEPARATED FROM ELEH. HENCE, IT IS WRITTEN, ELEH – THESE (THE DESIRES OF RECEPTION AND NOT MI, THE DESIRES OF BESTOWAL) ARE YOUR DEITIES, ISRAEL; AND THE LIGHT INSTANTLY PASSED TO THE IMPURE FORCES.  THE TORAH TELLS US NOT ABOUT THE HISTORY OF AN ANCIENT NATION, BUT ABOUT THE STRUCTURE OF THE SPIRITUAL LEVELS THAT WE HAVE TO ATTAIN. TO LET US KNOW THE PROPERTIES OF THESE LEVELS (TO REACH THEM MEANS TO ACQUIRE THEIR PROPERTIES), KABBALAH EXPLAINS HOW THEY WERE ORIGINALLY CREATED BY GRADUAL DESCENT FROM THE CREATOR’S LEVEL AND SPIRITUAL COARSENING.  TO GIVE US AN OPPORTUNITY TO CORRECT OUR EGOISM, THE CREATOR MIXED IT WITH ALTRUISM WHILE CREATING THE SPIRITUAL LEVELS. THIS MIXING OF THE OPPOSITE PROPERTIES IS POSSIBLE ONLY BY MEANS OF “EXPLOSION.” THERE WERE SEVERAL SUCH FUSIONS THAT OCCURRED AS A RESULT OF EXPLODING, BREAKING OF PROPERTIES.  ONE OF THEM IS MENTIONED IN THE TORAH (SHEMOT 32:4). IT DESCRIBES THE WORSHIPING OF THE GOLDEN CALF, WHEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL (THE ALTRUISTIC DESIRES OF BESTOWAL) SUDDENLY WISHED TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT FOR THEMSELVES. CONSEQUENTLY, THE SEFIROT (KELIM) OF GE AND AHP GOT MIXED AND THE PROPERTIES (DESIRES) OF GE PENETRATED INTO AHP. THROUGH THESE ALTRUISTIC PROPERTIES THAT ARE SECRETLY CONCEALED WITHIN A SMALL, EGOISTICAL HUMAN BEING, IT IS POSSIBLE TO AWAKEN AND INSPIRE HIM TO ASCEND SPIRITUALLY AND DISREGARD THIS WORLD.  THEREFORE, ONE SHOULD PERCEIVE EVERYTHING THAT IS WRITTEN IN THE TORAH NOT AS HISTORY, BUT AS AN INSTRUCTION. ALL THE ACTIONS DESCRIBED IN THAT BOOK ARE POSITIVE: ALL DEVASTATIONS, INCLUDING THE DESTRUCTION OF THE 1ST AND THE 2ND TEMPLES, WARS, ADULTERY, AND MURDER. WE ONLY NEED TO REALIZE WHAT THE TORAH TELLS US. ONE CAN UNDERSTAND IT CORRECTLY ONLY IF ONE STOPS PERCEIVING IT AS A MERE COLLECTION OF INJUNCTIONS REFERRING TO THE MECHANICAL PERFORMANCE OF ITS COMMANDMENTS.  15. JUST AS MI JOIN ELEH AND FORM ONE NAME ELOKIM WHEN HOCHMA DRESSES ITSELF IN HASSADIM, SO IS THE NAME COMBINED BY THIS PRECIOUS SHINING GARMENT. AND THE EXISTENCE OF THE WORLD IS BASED ON THIS SECRET, AS IS WRITTEN, “THE WORLD SHALL BE ESTABLISHED UPON MERCY.” (TEHILIM 89:3). ELIYAHU THEN FLEW AWAY, AND I COULD NOT SEE HIM ANYMORE. YET, IT IS FROM HIM THAT I GRASPED THIS HIDDEN SECRET. RABBI ELAZAR APPROACHED WITH ALL THE OTHERS AND BOWED DOWN BEFORE HIM. THEY WEPT AND THEN SAID, “IF WE HAD NOT COME INTO THIS WORLD BUT ONLY TO HEAR THIS SECRET, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN ENOUGH FOR US!” RABBI SHIMON WENT ON EXPLAINING: THERE IS ONLY ONE LAW OF RECEPTION OF OHR HOCHMA. THIS LIGHT CAN BE RECEIVED ONLY IF OHR HASSADIM DRESSES IT. JUST AS THIS OCCURS IN THE PARTZUF BINA CALLED “THE SUPERIOR WORLD,” SO DOES IT OCCUR IN THE PARTZUF MALCHUT (MA, NUKVA OF ZA) CALLED “THE INFERIOR WORLD.” MALCHUT IS USUALLY CALLED BON, BUT WHEN IT JOINS ZA AND RECEIVES THE LIGHT FROM IT, IT ACQUIRES ITS NAME MA. THE SUPERIOR WORLD, BINA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, DESIRES ONLY HASSADIM, BUT THE INFERIOR WORLD, MALCHUT OF ATZILUT, WANTS HOCHMA. HOWEVER, ELIYAHU (ELIJAH) THE PROPHET SPOKE ONLY ABOUT THE ORDER OF LIGHT AND THE STRUCTURE OF THE NAME ELOKIM IN AVI (BINA DE ATZILUT); WHEREAS RABBI SHIMON CONTINUES HIS EXPLANATION IN THE NEXT ARTICLE AND EXPOUNDS THE STRUCTURE AND RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT IN THE NAME ELOKIM.  
THE MOTHER LENDS HER CLOTHES TO HER DAUGHTER
16. THE HEAVENS, THE EARTH, AND THEIR HOSTS WERE CREATED BY MA, WHICH IS MALCHUT, AS IT IS WRITTEN: “WHEN I BEHOLD YOUR HEAVENS, THE WORK OF YOUR FINGERS (TEHILIM 8:4). BEFORE THIS, IT IS WRITTEN, “MA – WHAT (HOW) GLORIOUS IS YOUR NAME IN ALL THE EARTH, WHICH YOU SET ABOVE THE HEAVENS” (TEHILIM 8:2). THE HEAVENS WERE CREATED BY THE NAME (PROPERTY) MA (MALCHUT). HOWEVER, THE PHRASE “ABOVE THE HEAVENS” REFERS TO BINA, WHICH IS CALLED MI, THE HEAVENS THAT ARE ABOVE ZA. THE EXPLANATION OF THIS LIES IN THE NAME OF ELOKIM. MA (MALCHUT) RISES UP, INCLUDES ITSELF INTO BINA, AND RECEIVES ITS PROPERTIES. BINA IS CALLED ELOKIM. AFTER HE CREATED A LIGHT FOR THE LIGHT, MEANING OHR (LIGHT) HASSADIM (CALLED “PRECIOUS GARMENT”) FOR OHR HOCHMA, OHR HASSADIM DRESSES OHR HOCHMA, AND THIS IS THE MEANING OF THE PHRASE, “HE CREATED A LIGHT FOR THE LIGHT.” WITH THE HELP OF THE SUPERNAL NAME ELOKIM, (BINA) MALCHUT RISES, JOINS BINA, AND RECEIVES ALL OF ITS PROPERTIES. THAT IS WHY THE PHRASE, “BERESHEET BARAH ELOKIM” (IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED) REFERS TO THE UPPER ELOKIM, WHICH IS BINA AND NOT MALCHUT. THIS IS BECAUSE MA (MALCHUT) IS NOT CREATED BY MI AND ELEH. THE LOWER WORLD (MALCHUT, MA) RECEIVES THE LIGHT (MARKED BY THE NAME OF ELOKIM) FROM BINA. THIS LIGHT BRINGS MALCHUT POWER, AND THE PROPERTIES THAT ARE FIT TO CREATE HEAVEN, EARTH, AND POSTERITY MANIFEST WITHIN IT. NO POSTERITY, NO GENERATIONS ARE POSSIBLE WITHOUT OHR (LIGHT) HAYA.  THIS IS WHAT THE ZOHAR SAYS: THE LOWER WORLD (MALCHUT, MA) EXISTS BY THE FORCE OF THE NAME ELOKIM, BY THE NAME OF THE UPPER WORLD. THAT IS WHY MALCHUT HAS POWER (OHR HOCHMA) TO CREATE GENERATIONS. IF MALCHUT HAS OHR HOCHMA, THEN THE WORLD CAN BE CREATED BY IT. HAYA IS ONE OF THE TYPES OF OHR HOCHMA. THERE IS ONE LIGHT THAT THE CREATOR EMANATES, OR RATHER, WE REFER TO THE SENSATION OF THE CREATOR AS THE LIGHT. THIS SENSATION DEPENDS ON THE DESIRES-KELIM IN WHICH WE FEEL HIM. AS LONG AS THERE ARE ONLY TWO TYPES OF DESIRES-KELIM, THOSE OF BESTOWAL AND THOSE OF RECEPTION, THERE CORRESPONDINGLY EXIST TWO TYPES OF THE LIGHT, HASSADIM AND HOCHMA. HOWEVER, EACH OF THEM INCLUDES SEVERAL SUBTYPES, AND OHR HAYA CONSTITUTES A PARTICULAR FORM OF OHR HOCHMA. THIS IS BECAUSE HOCHMA IS THE LIGHT OR PLEASURE THAT THE WILL “TO RECEIVE” FEELS, WHEREAS HASSADIM IS THE DELIGHT THAT THE WILL “TO BESTOW” FEELS. IF ONLY THE KELIM OF BESTOWAL (GE) ARE PRESENT IN THE PARTZUF, THEN IT IS FILLED WITH OHR HOCHMA. (DO NOT CONFUSE THIS WITH THE MA THAT IS USED HERE, WHERE MA-MALCHUT WITH ZA = MA IN ITS GEMATRIA).  THE ZOHAR EXPLAINS THAT THE LIGHT DESCENDS FROM THE NAME OF ELOKIM THANKS TO THE MERGING OF MI AND ELEH. ZA IS CALLED “HEAVEN.” YESHSUT IS ABOVE HEAVEN, ZA. THERE IS NO MI IN HEAVEN (ZA), ONLY MA. HOWEVER, AFTER OHR HASSADIM DRESSES OHR HOCHMA (I.E., THE LIGHT ELEH = AHP DRESSES MA = GE), ALL THE LETTERS COMBINE AND ARE RAISED BY THE NAMES ELOKIM ABOVE HEAVEN = ZA = MA TO YESHSUT = BINA = MI. MI (BINA) IS ABOVE THE 2ND RESTRICTION BECAUSE ITS PROPERTY IS HIGHER, BETTER THAN THAT TO WHICH THE RESTRICTION EXTENDS: THE PROPERTY OF BINA IS NOT “TO REFRAIN FROM RECEPTION”; SO, THE BAN OF TZIMTZUM BET SIMPLY DOES NOT APPLY TO IT BECAUSE IT HAS NO DESIRE TO RECEIVE. THERE REMAINS ONLY THE BAN OF TZIMTZUM ALEPH, THE RESTRICTION IMPOSED ON RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT IN MALCHUT DE MALCHUT (THE CENTRAL POINT OF THE ENTIRE CREATION, THE ONLY THING THAT WAS CREATED). MALCHUT ITSELF IS EGOISTICAL, BUT IF IT HAS A MASACH (SCREEN) AND RECEIVES THE LIGHT ONLY BY MEANS OF A ZIVUG DE HAKA’A (THE OPPOSITION TO ONE’S OWN DESIRE, ONLY FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE) ON THE DESIRES OF BESTOWAL, SUCH A RECEPTION DOES NOT OCCUR IN MALCHUT, BUT RATHER IN THE FIRST 9 SEFIROT. THEREFORE, MALCHUT CAN RECEIVE THE LIGHT IN ITS FIRST 9 SEFIROT. IN OTHER WORDS, IF MALCHUT HAS THE WILL (POWER) TO RECEIVE (ENJOY) THE LIGHT (PLEASURE) NOT FOR ITSELF, BUT BECAUSE THE CREATOR SO DESIRES, IT RECEIVES ONLY THIS AMOUNT OF THE LIGHT (PLEASURE). IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT ON SUCH CONDITIONS, MALCHUT (MAN’S INCLINATION TO PLEASURE) SHOULD FIRST PUSH AWAY ALL COMING PLEASURE WHICH MALCHUT PERCEIVES AS STANDING BEFORE IT. THIS IS REFERRED TO AS THE LIGHT’S IMPACT ON THE SCREEN AND ITS REFLECTION OFF IT (THE REFLECTION OF PLEASURE BY WILL-POWER SO AS NOT TO RECEIVE IN SPITE OF THE NATURAL, PRIMORDIAL DESIRE TO RECEIVE PLEASURE). THE REFLECTED PLEASURE IS CALLED OHR HASSADIM. GENERALLY SPEAKING, THIS IS NOT A LIGHT, BUT RATHER MALCHUT’S INTENTION TO RECEIVE ONLY FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR. HOWEVER, THIS INTENTION IS THE NECESSARY AND SUFFICIENT CONDITION FOR THE SUBSEQUENT RECEPTION OF OHRHOCHMA FROM THE CREATOR. THIS IS BECAUSE AFTER MALCHUT REPELLED ALL LIGHT (I.E., EXPRESSED ITS INTENTION TO REFRAIN FROM RECEPTION FOR ITS OWN SAKE), IT THEREBY MET THE CONDITION OF TZIMTZUM ALEPH TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT IN THE INTENTION ONLY FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE, WHICH IS CALLED OHR HOZER - REFLECTED LIGHT OR OHR HASSADIM. NOW IT CAN RECEIVE OHRHOCHMA, THE PLEASURE THAT THE CREATOR WANTS TO BESTOW UPON IT. HOWEVER, BY ACCEPTING THIS LIGHT, MALCHUT IS NOT MERELY A RECIPIENT-CREATION; LIKE THE CREATOR, IT BESTOWS PLEASURE UPON HIM! THIS WAY, THE CREATION ATTAINS THE CREATOR’S LEVEL, BECOMES EQUAL TO HIM IN PROPERTIES BECAUSE IT WANTS TO BESTOW EVERYTHING (IS FILLED WITH OHR HASSADIM). BESIDES, MALCHUT RECEIVES AND ENJOYS BECAUSE UNLESS IT FEELS PLEASURE, IT WILL NOT PLEASE THE CREATOR.  THEREFORE, MALCHUT RECEIVES, MEANING IT IS FILLED WITH OHR HOCHMA, WISDOM AND PLEASURE, DUE TO BESTOWAL AND RECEPTION FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE. THIS IS THE PERFECTION OF THE CREATOR’S CREATION WHICH CAN INDEPENDENTLY REACH HIS LEVEL! THE CREATION BECOMES PERFECT AND SIMILAR TO THE CREATOR. ONE CAN IMAGINE MAN’S PATH FROM THE LOW LEVEL OF OUR WORLD TO THE CREATOR’S ULTIMATE SPIRITUAL HEIGHT AS A PASSAGE DOWN THE SUITE OF ROOMS. IN ALL, THERE ARE 125 PASSTHROUGH ROOMS BETWEEN OUR STATE AND THE CREATOR. EACH ROOM HAS ITS OWN ATTRIBUTES, AND ONLY THOSE WHO POSSESS THE SAME ATTRIBUTES CAN ENTER THERE. IF, REGARDLESS OF THE REASON, A PERSON CHANGES HIS PROPERTIES, HE IS AUTOMATICALLY MOVED BY AN INVISIBLE CURRENT TO A POSITION THAT CORRESPONDS TO HIS NEW PROPERTIES. THIS WAY, ONE CAN MOVE WITHIN THAT SPACE: AN INFINITESIMAL INNER CHANGE OF PROPERTIES GENERATES THE INFLUENCE OF A SPIRITUAL FORCE FIELD ON A PERSON AND HE INSTANTLY, MOVES TO THE NEW PLACE OF HIS EQUILIBRIUM, WHERE HIS INTERNAL PROPERTIES COMPLETELY COINCIDE WITH THE EXTERNAL PROPERTIES OF THE SPIRITUAL FIELD. HENCE, THERE ARE NO GUARDS AT THE ROOM ENTRANCES/EXITS. AS SOON AS A PERSON ADAPTS HIMSELF TO THE NEXT, HIGHER ROOM, HE IS AUTOMATICALLY ELEVATED THERE BY THE SPIRITUAL CURRENT OR FIELD.  WHAT PROPERTIES SHOULD A PERSON CHANGE TO BE ABLE TO MOVE FROM ONE ROOM TO ANOTHER INSIDE THAT SPIRITUAL FIELD? HE ONLY HAS TO ALTER THE TYPE OF PLEASURE TO WHICH HE ASPIRES. WE CANNOT HELP RECEIVING PLEASURE BECAUSE THIS IS THE ONLY MATERIAL OF CREATION. HOWEVER, WE CAN CHANGE THE OBJECT OF OUR ASPIRATIONS, SOMETHING THAT WE WISH TO ENJOY.  OUR “I” THAT FEELS PLEASURE IS PRESENT IN ALL OF OUR DESIRES THAT CONSTANTLY CHANGE IN TERMS OF MAGNITUDE AND THE DESIRED OBJECT. THIS “I” NEVER DISAPPEARS. THE ONLY THING OF WHICH A PERSON SHOULD RID HIMSELF IS THE SENSATION THAT HE DOES SOMETHING TO PLEASE THIS “I.” A PERSON SHOULD ASPIRE TO FEEL WHAT THE CREATOR DESIRES AND WHETHER HE IS PLEASED WITH HIM (JUST AS THE MOTHER IS CONTENT WITH HER SON’S PROGRESS).  AFTER MALCHUT DECIDES TO RECEIVE ONLY FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR, I.E., ACCORDING TO THE FORCE OF ITS MASACH (THE FORCE OF RESISTANCE TO ITS EGOISTICAL WILL TO RECEIVE PLEASURE), IT RECEIVES OHR HOCHMA ONLY IN CONFORMANCE WITH THE MAGNITUDE OF THE REFLECTED LIGHT. OR, VICE VERSA, ONE MAY SAY THAT THE MAGNITUDE OF THE REFLECTED LIGHT DETERMINES MAN’S WILL-POWER AND HIS DESIRE TO ACT FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE.  HOWEVER, THE FIRST 9 OUT OF 10 SEFIROT OF MALCHUT ARE NOT EGOISTICAL BECAUSE THEY ARE THE CREATOR’S PROPERTIES WITH WHICH HE WISHES TO CORRECT MALCHUT. ONLY THE LAST SEFIRA OF MALCHUT, THE SINGLE CREATION CALLED MALCHUT DE MALCHUT IS EGOISTICAL AND REMAINS UNDER THE BAN OF THE TZIMTZUM ALEPH. OHR HOCHMA DOES NOT ENTER WHERE THE WILL TO RECEIVE PLEASURE IS PRESENT. HENCE, THIS LIGHT CAN BE RECEIVED IN THE FIRST 9 SEFIROT.   HOWEVER, AFTER TZIMTZUM BET, IN ORDER TO CORRECT MALCHUT AND IMPART THE PROPERTIES OF MERCY (HASSADIM) TO IT, SO THAT IT WILL BE ABLE TO “BESTOW,” ACQUIRE THE PROPERTIES OF BINA, AND TRANSFORM ITS PRIMORDIAL EGOISM INTO ALTRUISM, MALCHUT ROSE TO THE PARTZUF ABBA AND REPLACED BINA THERE. THIS WAY, BINA FOUND ITSELF BELOW MALCHUT. BINA ITSELF CAN RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA UNRESTRICTEDLY, EVEN BELOW MALCHUT. HOWEVER, BINA ADOPTED THE LIMITATIONS OF THE TZIMTZUM BET FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF CORRECTING MALCHUT.  THEREFORE, AS A RESULT OF THE MAN RAISED BY THE SOULS, MAN’S REQUESTS FOR SPIRITUAL CORRECTION, THE LIGHT AB-SAG DESCENDS AND LOWERS MALCHUT FROM BINA’S LEVEL BACK TO ITS OWN PLACE. MALCHUT DESCENDS FROM BINA AND THE LIGHT OF ATTAINMENT AND WISDOM BECOMES REVEALED.  OWING TO THE DESCENT OF MALCHUT, BINA PURIFIES ITSELF FROM ALL RESTRICTIONS AND LIMITATIONS AND RETURNS TO RECEIVE OHRHOCHMA. AFTER OHRHASSADIM DRESSES OHRHOCHMA, MI SHINES IN ELEH AND THE NAME ELOKIM BECOMES REVEALED, MEANING THAT OHRHOCHMA SHINES. THE STRUCTURE OF THE NAME ELOKIM CANNOT BE FOUND IN MA BECAUSE THE LOWER BOUNDARY OF HEAVEN (MALCHUT) IS RESTRICTED BY TZIMTZUM ALEPH, THE BAN IMPOSED ON THE RECEPTION OF OHRHOCHMA THAT ALLOWS USING ONLY THE DESIRES OF BESTOWAL DURING THE 2ND RESTRICTION’S 6000 YEARS. HENCE, THE ZOHAR SAYS THAT THE NAME ELOKIM WAS CREATED FROM MI AND NOT FROM MA BY THE PROPERTY WHICH MALCHUT RECEIVED WHEN IT ROSE TO BINA. 17. WHEN THE LETTERS ELEH DESCEND FROM ABOVE, FROM BINA, DOWNWARD TO MALCHUT, IT IS AS IF A MOTHER LENDS HER CLOTHES TO HER DAUGHTER AND ADORNED HER WITH HER OWN ADORNMENTS. THE NAME OF ELOKIM DESCENDS FROM BINA (MOTHER) TO MALCHUT (DAUGHTER). AND WHEN DOES SHE ADORN HER? WHEN THE MALE ESSENCE APPEARS BEFORE HER. IT IS THEN WRITTEN ABOUT HER, “THREE TIMES IN THE YEAR SHALL ALL YOUR MALES APPEAR BEFORE THE LORD GOD” (THE TORAH. SHEMOT 34:23). THIS BECAUSE MALCHUT IS CALLED BY THE NAME “LORD” IN THE MALE GENDER. IT IS WRITTEN: “BEHOLD THE ARK OF THE COVENANT OF THE LORD OF ALL THE EARTH” (YEHOSHUA3:11). THE TORAH IS THE COVENANT AND THE ARK IS MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED BY THE MALE NAME “LORD.” THIS IS BECAUSE IT RECEIVED THE PROPERTIES CALLED KELIM, DESIRES CALLED “CLOTHES,” AND THE LIGHT CALLED “ADORNMENTS” FROM HER MOTHER BINA. THE LETTER HEY (A) THEN LEAVES MA (MEM + HEY) AND IS REPLACED BY THE LETTER YUD (I), AND, JUST LIKE BINA, MALCHUT ASSUMES THE NAME MI. SHE DRESSES UP IN MALE CLOTHES, NAMELY THE CLOTHES OF BINA, TO ACCEPT ALL THE MALES OF ISRAEL. AS IT IS WRITTEN IN ITEM 13, THE TZIMTZUM BET IS IN FORCE FROM THE ROSH OF AA AND DOWNWARD BECAUSE MALCHUT OF AA ROSE TO BINA AND CREATED ALL THE LOWER PARTZUFIM OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT WITH THE PROPERTY OF THE TZIMTZUM BET. THIS WAY, EACH PARTZUF OF AA, AVI, AND ZON HAS ONLY 2 SEFIROTK-H AND 3 SEFIROT B-ZA-M WERE SEPARATED FROM THAT LEVEL (IN THEIR PROPERTIES) AND MOVED TO A LOWER ONE (BECAME EQUAL TO IT IN THEIR PROPERTIES). THIS WAY, B-ZA-M (AHP OF THE PARTZUF AA) FELL TO THE SEFIROTK-H (GE) OF THE PARTZUFAVI. B-ZA-M (AHP OF THE PARTZUFAVI) FELL TO THE SEFIROT K-H (GE) OF THE PARTZUFZON. B-ZA-M (AHP OF THE PARTZUFZON) FELL UNDER THE PARSA TO THE WORLDS BYA. THE SEFIROT K-H (GE) THAT REMAINED AT THEIR OWN LEVEL, IN THEIR PARTZUF, ARE CALLED MI, AND THE SEFIROT B-ZA-M THAT WERE SEPARATED (IN THEIR PROPERTIES) AND MOVED TO A LOWER ONE, ARE CALLED ELEH. 
“WHEN THE LETTERS ELEH DESCEND FROM ABOVE”
WHEN MALCHUT IS EXPELLED FROM BINA, THE LETTERS ELEH GET DETACHED FROM AVI AND FALL TO ZON (A LOWER LEVEL). THEY GET CLOTHED IN ZON: ELEH OF ABBA (YESHS – ISRAEL SABA) GET CLOTHED IN ZA, AND ELEH OF IMA (TVUNAH) GET CLOTHED IN MALCHUT. BINA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT IS A COMPLEX PARTZUF: ITS GE CONSTITUTE AVI (2 PARTZUFIM) AND ITS AHP HAVE THE NAME OF A SEPARATE PARTZUFYESHSUT BECAUSE THEY FULFILL A SPECIAL FUNCTION WITH REGARD TO ZON. BINA: GE = MI =GE OF ABBA + MI = GE OF IMA = ELEH = AHP OF ABBA = YESHS (ISRAEL SABA) + T (TVUNAH) = ELEH = AHP OF IMA.  WHEN OHRHAYA COMES FROM ABOVE (AS A RESULT OF WHICH, MALCHUT DESCENDS FROM BINA’S LEVEL TO ITS OWN PLACE), 3 SEFIROTB-ZA-M RETURN TO THEIR LEVEL AND, CORRESPONDINGLY, THE SEFIROTK-H-B (CALLED THE “HOLY OF HOLIES”) RETURN TO THE NOW COMPLETE PARTZUF CONSISTING OF 5 SEFIROT. (HERE THE LIGHT IS CALLED BY THE NAME OF THE SEFIROT WHICH IT FILLS.) PREVIOUSLY, THERE WAS ONLY OHRRUACH-NEFESH IN K-H; NOW OHR NESHAMA-HAYA-YECHIDA WAS ADDED TO K-H-B, WHILE RUACH-NEFESH DESCENDED TO ZA-M. HOWEVER, WHEN THE AHP OF THE ROSH DE AA (I.E., B-ZA-M OF THE ROSH DE AA) THAT FELL TO ITS GUF (BODY) RISE (RETURN FROM THE GUF TO THE ROSH DE AA), THE KELIM OF GE DE AVI RISE TOGETHER WITH THEM TO THE ROSH DE AA (THESE ARE THE KELIM OF GE DE AVI THAT WERE CLOTHED IN THE AHP DE AA IN THEIR SMALL STATE; I.E., WHEN THE AHP DE AA FELL TO THE GE DE AVI) AND RECEIVE THE LIGHT CALLED “HOLY OF HOLIES” THAT SHINES IN THE ROSH DE AA.  THE REASON FOR THIS LIES IN THE FACT THAT WHEN THE UPPER PARTZUF DESCENDS TO THE LOWER ONE AND WHEN THE LOWER PARTZUF ASCENDS TO THE UPPER ONE, THEY BECOME EQUAL. THIS OCCURS BECAUSE NO PLACE AND MOTION EXIST IN THE SPIRITUAL, AND ONLY A CHANGE OF PROPERTIES INSTANTLY AND AUTOMATICALLY MOVES A PARTZUF OR ITS PART IN THE SPIRITUAL SPACE, CLOSER (HIGHER) TO THE CREATOR OR FARTHER AWAY (LOWER) FROM HIM. THEREFORE, A SPIRITUAL ASCENT IMPLIES THE CHANGE OF PROPERTIES OF THE LOWER PARTZUF TO THE PROPERTIES OF THE UPPER ONE, AND THE DESCENT OF THE UPPER PARTZUF MEANS THAT ITS PROPERTIES EQUALIZE WITH THE PROPERTIES OF THE LEVEL TO WHICH IT DESCENDED. HENCE, IN THE SMALL STATE, WHEN THE SEFIROT = THE AHP DE ROSH OF THE PARTZUF AA GET DETACHED FROM ITS HEAD AND FALL (I.E., MOVE ACCORDING TO THEIR INFERIOR PROPERTIES) TO ITS GUF, FROM THE PEH TO THE CHAZEH, WHERE THE PARTZUF AVI DRESSES THE PARTZUF AA, THEY (B-ZA-M = ZON = THE AHP DE ROSH OF AA) BECOME LIKE AVI, WITHOUT OHR HOCHMA, BUT ONLY WITH THE LIGHT OF BINA, HASSADIM.  THAT IS WHY, IN THE BIG STATE, I.E., WHEN B-ZA-M = AHP DE AA RETURN TO THE ROSH (THE LEVEL THAT IS HIGHER THAN THE GUF), THEY TAKE WITH THEM THE GE OF AVI BECAUSE THEY BECAME ONE LEVEL WITH THEM IN THE SMALL STATE. THEREFORE, IN THE BIG STATE THE GE OF AVI RISE FROM THE AHP DE ROSH OF AA TO THE ROSHDEAA AND BECOME EQUAL TO THEM (IN THEIR PROPERTIES). THEY RECEIVE THE LIGHT CALLED THE “HOLY OF HOLIES” THAT SHINES IN THE ROSH DE AA. SIMILARLY, ZON RISE TO AVI: AFTER AVI RECEIVE THE LIGHT IN THE ROSH DE AA, THEY ACQUIRE POWER, SCREEN, AND LOWER MALCHUT FROM BINA TO ITS PLACE IN MALCHUT. OWING TO THIS, THEIR SEFIROT B-ZA-M = AHP RETURN TO THEIR LEVEL, AVI, AS IN AA. HOWEVER, WHEN THE KELIM-SEFIROT B-ZA-M = AHP DE BINA THAT WERE IN K-H = GE DE ZON RISE TO AVI, THEY ALSO TAKE WITH THEM THE SEFIROT OF ZON WHICH THEY DRESSED, I.E., K-H = GE DE ZON, AND THUS K-H = GE DE ZON RISE TO AVI AND RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF THE “HOLY OF HOLIES” OR HAYA THERE. THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN THAT IMA-MOTHER DESCENDS TO HER DAUGHTER TO DRESS AND ADORN HER: THE LETTERS ELEH OR IMA, BINA IN ITS SMALL STATE DESCENDS TO MALCHUT. THIS MEANS THAT THE MOTHER DESCENDS TO HER DAUGHTER BECAUSE THE 3 SEFIROT OF IMA ASSUMED THE PROPERTY OF MALCHUT, AND BY SO DOING, SEPARATED FROM BINA AND BECAME MALCHUT’S PART. THIS APPEARS AS IF BINA GAVE A PART OF ITS KELIM TO MALCHUT. YET, THIS TRANSFER IS TEMPORARY; AS IF BINA GIVES THESE KELIM TO MALCHUT FOR TEMPORARY USE. AFTER THAT, IMA-BINA-MOTHER ADORNS HER DAUGHTER WITH HER ADORNMENTS BECAUSE IN THE BIG STATE, WHEN THE 3 SEFIROTELEH RETURN TO BINA, MALCHUT RISES TOGETHER WITH THEM TO THE LEVEL OF BINA AND THERE IT RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF THE “HOLY OF HOLIES” (BECAUSE TO RISE TO BINA MEANS TO BECOME LIKE BINA IN PROPERTIES), HENCE IT HAS THE RIGHT TO RECEIVE THE SAME LIGHT AS BINA.  IT TURNS OUT THAT DUE TO THE FACT THAT THE MOTHER LOWERED HER KELIM (PROPERTIES) ELEH TO HER DAUGHTER BY INTENTIONALLY ASSUMING THE PROPERTIES (DESIRES) OF MALCHUT INSTEAD OF ITS OWN, BY ENTERING THE SMALL STATE AND WILLINGLY DIMINISHING ITSELF, SHE ADORNED HER DAUGHTER MALCHUT WITH HER ADORNMENTS, MEANING THE LIGHT THAT COMES DURING THE BIG STATE: THE LIGHT OF BINA ENTERED MALCHUT, AND THIS IS DESCRIBED AS “MALCHUT RECEIVED HER ADORNMENTS.”  THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF ADORNMENTS THAT THE DAUGHTER MALCHUT RECEIVES FROM HER MOTHER BINA: THE FIRST IS OHRHOCHMA (OHR HAYA, THE LIGHT OF GAR), THE LIGHT OF PERFECTION BECAUSE IT IMPARTS THE PROPERTY OF PERFECTION TO THE FULFILLED KLI.MALCHUT RECEIVES THIS LIGHT FROM IMA (UPPER MOTHER) THAT STANDS BETWEEN THE PEH AND THE CHAZEH OF THE PARTZUFAA, I.E., ABOVE ITS PARSA BUT BELOW ITS ROSH. THE SECOND LIGHT IS OHRNESHAMA AND IT MEANS IMPERFECTION. IT IS RECEIVED FROM THE LOWER MOTHER, THE PARTZUF OF TVUNAH THAT STANDS BETWEEN THE CHAZEH TO THE TABUR OF AA, I.E., UNDER ITS PARSA. NATURALLY, IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THIS OR THAT LIGHT, MALCHUT HAS TO RISE TO THE CORRESPONDING LEVEL. IN OTHER WORDS, IT HAS TO CHANGE ITS PROPERTIES SO AS TO BE ABLE TO RECEIVE THAT LIGHT.  WHEN MALCHUT RISES TO TVUNAH AND RECEIVES ITS ADORNMENTS, THESE ADORNMENTS ARE STILL IMPERFECT BECAUSE MALCHUT REMAINS WITH A “QUESTION” (WITHOUT THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA AS TVUNAH BEFORE RAISING MAN). THAT IS TO SAY, TO ATTAIN PERFECTION, MALCHUT STILL NEEDS TO RECEIVE THE MAN FROM THE SOULS THAT ARE CALLED THE RIGHTEOUS OR THE “MALES OF ISRAEL.” IN THIS STATE THE RIGHTEOUS, THE “MALES OF ISRAEL,” RECEIVE THE LIGHT FROM ZA WHICH ROSE TO YESHS = ISRAEL-SABA.  HOWEVER, WHEN MALCHUT RISES ONE LEVEL HIGHER, TO THE PLACE OF THE MOTHER, BINA, ABOVE THE CHAZEHDEAA AND RECEIVES ITS ADORNMENTS FROM IMA AND NOT FROM TVUNAH, THEN THESE ADORNMENTS TURN PERFECT BECAUSE THEY HAVE OHRHAYA IN THEM. THERE IS NO QUESTION IN IT ANYMORE BECAUSE IT IS CONSIDERED TO BE THE MALE, GIVING KLI, AND THE MALES OF ISRAEL RECEIVE FROM IT. ALL THE MALES OF ISRAEL APPEAR BEFORE IT AND RECEIVE THE LIGHT FROM IT. MALCHUT IS CALLED THE LORD (HEB. ADON). THE REGULAR MALCHUT IS CALLED BY THE CREATOR’S FEMALE NAME ADONAY OR ADNI, WHEREAS IN THIS STATE IT IS CALLED BY THE MALE NAME ADON (LORD). THIS IS BECAUSE IT NO LONGER HAS A QUESTION. NO MAN IS RAISED WITHIN MALCHUT BECAUSE IT HAS REACHED PERFECTION – THE LIGHT OF HAYA AND IS THEREFORE CALLED “MALE” OR THE LORD (ADON). HENCE, THE PROPHET SAID: “BEHOLD THE ARK OF COVENANT OF THE LORD (ADON) OF ALL THE EARTH” (YEHOSHUA3:11). MALCHUT IS CALLED THE “ARK” BECAUSE ZA, WHICH BESTOWS UPON IT, IS CALLED THE “COVENANT.” THE ZOHAR CALLS MALCHUT THE “LORD OF ALL THE EARTH” OR “MALE.”  THE LETTER HEY IN THE WORD MA = MEM-HEY, WHICH MEANS A FEMALE ESSENCE, LEFT MALCHUT BECAUSE THIS LETTER HEY SIGNIFIES THE PRESENCE OF A QUESTION IN MALCHUT, I.E., THE ABSENCE OF OHRHOCHMA. OHRHOCHMA BRINGS ABSOLUTE KNOWLEDGE, QUESTIONS DISAPPEAR AND SO DOES THE LETTER HEY. THE LETTER YUD RISES TO THE PLACE OF HEY AND MALCHUT ASSUMES THE NAME MI AS IMA, WHICH MEANS THE RECEPTION OF THE NAME ELOKIM. 18. ISRAEL RECEIVES THE LAST LETTERS ELEH FROM ABOVE, FROM BINA DOWN TO THAT PLACE, MALCHUT, WHICH IS NOW CALLED MI JUST LIKE BINA. I UTTER THE LETTERS ELEH AND SHED TEARS OF MY ENTIRE SOUL TO RECEIVE THESE LETTERS ELEH FROM BINA TO THE HOUSE OF ELOKIM, WHICH IS MALCHUT. SO THAT MALCHUT WOULD BE CALLED ELOKIM, JUST LIKE BINA. HOW CAN I RECEIVE THEM? “WITH THE VOICE OF JOY AND PRAISE, WITH A MULTITUDE THAT KEPT THE HOLY DAY” (TEHILIM 42:4). RABBI ELAZAR SAID, “MY SILENCE HAS BUILT THE TEMPLE ABOVE, WHICH IS BINA, AND THE TEMPLE BELOW, WHICH IS MALCHUT. AS PEOPLE SAY, A WORD IS WORTH A GOLD COIN (HEB. SELA), AND SILENCE IS WORTH TWO. SO, THE WORDS “A WORD IS WORTH A GOLD COIN” MEAN THAT I SAY AND REGRET. “SILENCE IS WORTH TWICE AS MUCH” BECAUSE TWO WORLDS, BINA AND MALCHUT WERE CREATED BY THIS SILENCE. IF I HAD NOT KEPT SILENT (SEE PAR. 11), I WOULD NOT HAVE ATTAINED THE UNITY OF BOTH WORLDS.” AFTER HEY LEAVES MA AND YUD RISES INSTEAD OF IT AND FORMS MI, THEN BY RAISING MAN, ISRAEL RAISES THE LAST LETTERS ELEH TO MALCHUT. AS WE ALREADY EXPLAINED, ELEH OF THE UPPER PARTZUF FELL TO THE GE OF THE LOWER ONE, HENCE THEY REFER TO THE LOWER PARTZUF IN THE BIG STATE AS WELL. THIS IS BECAUSE WHEN B-ZA-M = ELEH OF THE UPPER PARTZUF RISE TO ITS HEAD, THEY ALSO RAISE THE GE OF THE LOWER PARTZUF. THE LOWER PARTZUF THEREBY ACQUIRES ELEH OF THE UPPER ONE AND THE LIGHT WITH WHICH THEY FILLED THEMSELVES IN THEIR PRESENT BIG STATE. THE UPPER PARTZUF DELIBERATELY MAKES THE TZIMTZUM BET ON ITS AHP AND ENTERS THE SMALL STATE TO BECOME EQUAL TO THE LOWER ONE. BY CONNECTING TO IT, THE UPPER PARTZUF RETURNS TO THE BIG STATE AND PASSES THE LIGHT TO THE PART OF THE LOWER PARTZUF WITH WHICH IT WAS IN THE SMALL STATE. THIS RESEMBLES A GOOD, STRONG PERSON ENTERS INTO A COMPANY OF BAD PEOPLE, CONNECTS TO THEM BY PRETENDING TO BE LIKE THEM. WHEN SUCH CONTACT IS ESTABLISHED, HE STARTS CORRECTING THEM LITTLE BY LITTLE, JUST THROUGH THE CONNECTION THAT WAS EARLIER FORMED BETWEEN THEM.  EACH PARTZUF IN THE SMALL STATE DIVIDES INTO TWO PARTS, GE AND AHP. HOWEVER, SINCE THERE IS A “COLUMN” OF PARTZUFIM BETWEEN OUR WORLD AND THE CREATOR, MEANING THERE IS A CONNECTION VIA THE COMMON PARTS OF THE UPPER AND THE LOWER PARTZUFIM; JUST BECAUSE THERE IS A PART OF THE UPPER PARTZUF IN EACH LOWER ONE, THE LOWER PARTZUF CAN RECEIVE POWER FROM ABOVE THROUGH THIS COMMON PROPERTY AND INDEPENDENTLY RISE UP TO THE CREATOR. EACH UPPER PARTZUF THAT FELL TO THE LOWER ONE, SUPPLEMENTS ITS KELIM TO 10 SEFIROT: THE AHP FELL TO THE GE OF THE LOWER PARTZUF. TOGETHER THEY MAKE UP 10 SEFIROT BECAUSE THEY ARE AT THE SAME LEVEL. THE AHP OF THE LOWER PARTZUF IN THEIR TURN FELL TO THE GE OF THE NEXT LOWER PARTZUF, AND SO ON.  AFTER THAT, IN THE BIG STATE, WHEN THE GE OF THE UPPER PARTZUF RECEIVE POWER TO ATTACH THEIR AHP TO THEMSELVES AND ELEVATE THEM, THE GE OF THE LOWER PARTZUF RISE TOGETHER WITH THE AHP BECAUSE THEY WERE JOINED BELOW. THEREFORE, BY RISING UP, THE GE OF THE LOWER PARTZUF CONTINUES TO BE JOINED WITH THE AHP OF THE UPPER PARTZUF AND FORMS 10 SEFIROT TOGETHER WITH IT. 
I UTTER THE LETTERS ELEH
ISRAEL (A PERSON WHO WISHES TO RECEIVE THE PROPERTIES OF THE CREATOR) RAISES MAN (PRAYER FOR IT) TO RECEIVE IN MALCHUT THE LIGHT OF THE BIG STATE (FOR SELF-CORRECTION) WITH THE HELP OF THE LETTERS ELEH, OF IMA-BINA. THIS IS ACHIEVED BY PRAYING NEAR THE WEEPING GATES AFTER WHICH NO ONE EVER RETURNED EMPTY-HANDED, I.E. AFTER RAISING MAN, THE ELEH DESCEND FROM AVI TO MALCHUT, THE HOUSE OF ELOKIM. THIS IS BECAUSE AFTER RECEIVING ELEH, MALCHUT ITSELF RECEIVES THE NAME ELOKIM JUST LIKE IMA.  
A WORD IS WORTH A GOLD COIN, BUT SILENCE IS WORTH TWICE AS MUCH
THE WORDS (SPIRITUAL ACTION) OF RABBI ELAZAR (THE SPIRITUAL PARTZUF OF THAT NAME) ELEVATED MALCHUT TO TVUNAH, UNDER THE CHAZEH DE AA, WHERE THERE IS NO LIGHT OF HOCHMA, WHICH MEANS THE PRESENCE OF A QUESTION IN MALCHUT, THE REQUEST FOR OHR HOCHMA. THIS IS CALLED A GOLD COIN BECAUSE THIS IS THE NAME OF MALCHUT.  HOWEVER, THE SILENCE OF RABBI ELAZAR ENABLED RABBI SHIMON TO REVEAL OHRHAYA BY RAISING MALCHUT TO IMAILA’A (THE UPPER MOTHER), WHEREUPON TWO WORLDS WERE SIMULTANEOUSLY CREATED BECAUSE THE LOWER WORLD, MALCHUT, WAS CREATED TOGETHER WITH THE UPPER WORLD, BINA, OF WHICH THE ZOHAR SAYS: SILENCE IS WORTH TWICE (TWO WORLDS) AS MUCH. 19. RABBI SHIMON SAID, “FROM HERE ONWARD THE PERFECTION OF THE WRITTEN IS SAID TO BRING OUT THEIR HOST BY NUMBER.” THIS IS BECAUSE THERE ARE TWO LEVELS, AND EACH ONE HAS TO BE RECORDED, THAT IS, DEFINED: THE FIRST CALLED MA IS THE LOWER ONE; THE SECOND CALLED MI IS THE UPPER ONE. THE UPPER LEVEL REGISTERS, SPEAKS, AND BRINGS OUT THEIR HOSTS BY NUMBER. THE DEFINITE ARTICLE HEY ALLUDES TO THE ONE THAT IS KNOWN AND THERE IS NO OTHER LIKE THAT ONE, NAMELY MI. SIMILARLY, IN THE PHRASE, “HAMOTZI (HE WHO BRINGS FORTH) BREAD FROM THE EARTH (APPEAL TO THE CREATOR)” THE DEFINITE ARTICLE HEY IN HAMOTZI ALLUDES TO THE KNOWN, LOWER LEVEL, NAMELY MA. THEY ARE BOTH THE SAME LEVEL OF MALCHUT, BUT THE UPPER ONE IS MI OF MALCHUT AND THE LOWER ONE IS MA OF MALCHUT. SO, “THE ONE THAT BRINGS OUT THEIR HOST BY NUMBER,” MEANS THAT THE NUMBER 600,000 REFERS TO THE NUMBER OF STARS THAT STAND TOGETHER AND BRING FORTH THE INNUMERABLE HOSTS. THE ZOHAR ALLUDES TO THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET (YESHAYAHU 40:26): “LIFT UP YOUR EYES ON HIGH AND SEE: WHO HAS CREATED THESE – MI BARAH ELEH? HE THAT BRINGS OUT THEIR HOST BY NUMBER, HE CALLS THEM ALL BY NAME; BY THE GREATNESS OF HIS MIGHT, AND FOR THAT HE IS STRONG IN POWER, NOT ONE FAILS.”  THE WORD “REGISTERS” REFERS TO THE LETTER HEY BECAUSE TWO LEVELS SHOULD BE REGISTERED IN MALCHUT: MI AND MA. WITH THE HELP OF THE LIGHT THAT IS RECEIVED DURING THE ASCENT ABOVE THE CHAZEH DE AA TO THE UPPER WORLD, MALCHUT BECOMES LIKE THE UPPER WORLD AND ASSUMES THE NAME MI BECAUSE THE LETTER HEY EXITS MA = MEM-HEY AND THE LETTER YUD RISES TO ITS PLACE. AS A RESULT OF THIS, MALCHUT IS CALLED MI LIKE THE UPPER WORLD AND IS ADORNED WITH THE MALE PROPERTY.  NEVERTHELESS, MA, THE PREVIOUS LEVEL OF MALCHUT, DOES NOT DISAPPEAR. THE REASON FOR THIS LIES IN THE FACT THAT THE LEVEL MI IS ESSENTIAL TO PASS THE LIGHT, THE PERFECTION OF THE “HOLY OF HOLIES” TO GENERATIONS, TO THE POSTERITY OF MALCHUT, TO THE NARAN OF THE RIGHTEOUS, TO THE SOULS. YET, THE BIRTH AND MULTIPLICATION OF THESE GENERATIONS (SONS) DEPEND ON THE NAME MA. HENCE, IF ONE OF THE TWO (MA OR MI) WILL BE MISSING IN MALCHUT, IT WILL NOT BE ABLE TO GIVE BIRTH TO FUTURE GENERATIONS, CREATE NEW SOULS AND THE LOWER PARTZUFIM FILLED WITH THE LIGHT. THEREFORE, MALCHUT BRINGS OUT THEIR HOST BY NUMBER. THIS IS THE LEVEL OF MI, WHICH MALCHUT INHERITS FROM THE IMAILA’A, BECAUSE THE DEFINITE ARTICLE HEY BEFORE THE WORDS “BRINGS OUT” (MOTZI = HAMOTZI) ALLUDES TO THE FACT THAT MALCHUT HAS A PERFECT LIGHT CALLED “ADORNMENTS,” WHICH IT RECEIVES FROM AVI. THIS IS THE MAXIMAL LIGHT THAT MALCHUT CAN HAVE DURING 6000 YEARS.  THE SAME LETTER HEY DESIGNATES THE PRESENCE OF THE LIGHT OF YESHSUT, OF THE LEVEL OF MA WITHIN MALCHUT. THIS LEVEL HAS TO BE REGISTERED, I.E. TO BE PRESENT IN MALCHUT. THESE TWO LEVELS, MI AND MA ARE WITHIN MALCHUT: MI ABOVE AND MA BELOW.  THE ZOHAR CALLS MALCHUT THE “REVEALED WORLD.” THAT IS TO SAY, THE SOULS RECEIVE WHAT MALCHUT REVEALS. THEY REFER TO THEIR ATTAINMENT AND SENSATIONS OF LIGHT AS “THEIR WORLD.” SIMILARLY, WE CALL EVERYTHING THAT WE FEEL IN OUR SENSES “OUR WORLD.” THIS IS NO MORE THAN WHAT WE RECEIVE FROM MALCHUT OF THE LOWEST LEVEL OF THE WORLD OF ASSIYA, MALCHUT OF THE PREVIOUS LEVEL.  HOWEVER, ONE SHOULD KNOW THAT THE REAL NOTION OF “OUR WORLD” MEANS THE TRUE ATTAINMENT OF THE LEVEL CALLED “OUR WORLD,” I.E., MAN’S SENSATION OF THE EXTREME REMOTENESS FROM THE CREATOR, UTTER HELPLESSNESS, AND THE REALIZATION OF HIS ABSOLUTE EGOISM. A PERSON CAN ATTAIN THIS SENSATION ONLY IF THE SPIRITUAL LIGHT SHINES ON HIM FROM ABOVE, AND IN CONTRAST TO THIS LIGHT HE WILL SEE HIS TRUE SPIRITUAL STATE. YET, TO REACH SUCH A STATE, A PERSON SHOULD MAKE A GREAT EFFORT IN THE STUDY OF KABBALAH TO DRAW TO HIMSELF THE INFLUENCE OF THE SURROUNDING LIGHT (PAR. 155 OF THE INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF TEN SEFIROT). HOWEVER, WHEN A PERSON ATTAINS THIS STATE, HE IMMEDIATELY RAISES SUCH A REQUEST TO THE CREATOR THAT DOES NOT LEAVE THIS MAN UNANSWERED. A PERSON RECEIVES POWER TO TRANSCEND “OUR WORLD” AND TO ELEVATE HIS PROPERTIES TO A HIGHER LEVEL, MALCHUT OF THE WORLD OF ASSIYA, WHICH BECOMES HIS WORLD. IN THIS CASE, WE SPEAK ABOUT VERY HIGH LEVELS. THE MALCHUT THAT IS BEING REVEALED IS MALCHUT OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, NUKVA OF ZA. THE FACT THAT THE ZOHAR CALLS IT “UPPER” INDICATES THE STATE OF MALCHUT WHEN IT ATTAINS THE LEVEL MI DURING ITS ASCENT AND DRESSING THE UPPER WORLD, IMAILA’A. THEREFORE, MALCHUT ITSELF IS CALLED “UPPER” AND THE LEVEL MA IS ACCORDINGLY CALLED “LOWER.”  IT KNOWS ALL THE HOSTS BY NUMBERS: A NUMBER MEANS PERFECTION. A LIGHT WITHOUT A NUMBER MEANS THAT THE LIGHT IS IMPERFECT, WHEREAS THE LIGHT WITH A NUMBER IS PERFECT. THE ACTION OF ZA WITH REGARDS TO PASSING THE LIGHT FROM BINA TO MALCHUT IS DESCRIBED IN THE PHRASE: 
“THE HEAVENS TELL ABOUT THE CREATOR’S GREATNESS.”
THE HEAVENS (ZA) TELL (HEB. MESAPER FROM THE WORD MISPAR – NUMBER, THE LIGHT’S PERFECTION). ZA PASSES THIS LIGHT FROM AVI TO MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED THE CREATOR’S GREATNESS.  THIS LIGHT IS CALLED 600,000 BECAUSE THE LEVEL OF MALCHUT DESIGNATES ONES, THE LEVEL OF ZA – TENS, THE LEVEL OF YESHSUT – HUNDREDS, THE LEVEL OF AVI – THOUSANDS, THE LEVEL OF AA – TENS OF THOUSANDS.  THERE ARE TWO PARTS IN AVI: THEIR OWN PART THAT IS REGARDED AS THOUSANDS AND OF OHRHOCHMA THAT IS RECEIVED FROM THE ROSHDEAA, WHICH ARE THEN REGARDED AS TENS OF THOUSANDS, JUST LIKE AA. THEY CANNOT BE CONSIDERED A COMPLETE LEVEL OF AA, BUT ONLY AS ITS VAK BECAUSE THEY DRESS AA FROM THE PEH DOWN TO THE CHAZEH. SINCE VAK = VAV KETZAVOT = 6 SEFIROT X 10 = 60, THE LEVEL OF VAK DE AA EQUALS 60 X 10,000 = 600,000.  THEREFORE, WHEN MALCHUT RISES TO AVI, IT RECEIVES A COMPLETE, PERFECT NUMBER, 600,000, WHERE 60 SIGNIFIES THAT IT IS MERELY VAK BECAUSE MALCHUT HAS NOT YET REACHED THE ROSH DE AA AND THAT IT STILL LACKS THIS LEVEL. THE LEVEL OF 10,000 REFERS TO AA, ABOUT THE PART THAT IS CLOTHED IN AVI BECAUSE AVI ARE THE VAKDEAA. THEREFORE, IN THAT CASE MALCHUT HAS THE NUMBER 600,000. THUS, 2 LEVELS ARE REGISTERED IN MALCHUT: MI, THE LEVEL OF AVI THAT ARE CLOTHED IN MALCHUT. AS A RESULT OF THIS, MALCHUT RECEIVES THE LEVEL OF THE UPPER WORLD AND IS CALLED SO; ITS LIGHT IS CALLED 600,000. MA, THE LEVEL OF YESHSUT THAT IS CLOTHED IN MALCHUT. HENCE, MALCHUT HAS A QUESTION, THE SENSATION OF LACK OF OHR HOCHMA, AND THE REQUEST FOR IT. MALCHUT IS THEREFORE CALLED THE “LOWER WORLD.”  THESE 2 LEVELS CREATE ONE PARTZUF WITHIN MALCHUT: ITS PART THAT IS ABOVE THE CHAZEH IS CLOTHED IN AVI, AND ITS PART THAT IS BELOW THE CHAZEH IT IS CLOTHED IN YESHSUT. THEREFORE, IN THE GENERATIONS OR IN MALCHUT’S DESCENDANTS EACH PARTZUF HAS 2 PARTS (LEVELS): THE LIGHT OF 600,000 COMES FROM THE UPPER PART, I.E. FROM MI; EACH DESCENDANT LACKS THE NUMBER (PERFECTION), AND THIS COMES FROM THE LOWER PART, THE LOWER WORLD OR MA. THE PHRASE, THEY BRING FORTH THE INNUMERABLE HOSTS IS NOT INTERPRETED AS INFINITELY BIG. “INNUMERABLE” MEANS THE IMPERFECTION OF THE LIGHT THAT IS RECEIVED IN THE LOWER PART BECAUSE IT COMES FROM YESHSUT, THE LEVEL THAT IS WITHOUT COUNT.  MALCHUT’S DESCENDANTS ARE DEFINED AS IMPERFECT BECAUSE THESE 2 LEVELS EXIST IN IT AS ONE AND ARE CONNECTED AS ONE. HENCE, THERE ARE 2 LEVELS IN MALCHUT’S DESCENDANTS: THE UPPER LEVEL OF 600,000 AND THE LOWER – WITHOUT A NUMBER. THE LOWER ONE IS DEFINED AS SUPPLEMENT TO PERFECTION AND IS NOT REGARDED AS A SHORTCOMING. THE REASON FOR THIS LIES IN THE FACT THAT THE BENEDICTION OF THE SEED DEPENDS ONLY ON THE LOWER WORLD, MA, WITHOUT A NUMBER. IT IS SAID IN THE TORAH THAT ABRAHAM COMPLAINED THAT HE IS CHILDLESS (BERESHEET 15:5) AND THE ANSWER WAS: “LOOK NOW TOWARD HEAVEN, AND COUNT THE STARS. WILL YOU BE ABLE TO COUNT THEM? SO, SHALL YOUR SEED BE.” FROM THIS WE SEE THAT THE BENEDICTION OF THE SEED COMES FROM THE LACK OF A NUMBER, I.E., THE NAME MA. HENCE, AFTER ALL THE PERFECTION THAT MALCHUT ATTAINS FROM THE LIGHT OF AVI (MI), MALCHUT HAS AN ADDITIONAL BENEDICTION FROM MA, WHICH IS CALLED THE “LACK OF A NUMBER.” BOTH OF THESE LEVELS ARE INCLUDED IN ITS POSTERITY, THE SOULS AND GENERATIONS. 20. ALL OF THEM, WHETHER THESE 600,000 OR ALL THEIR INNUMERABLE HOSTS SHALL BE CALLED BY THE NAME. WHAT IS MEANT BY “SHALL BE CALLED BY THE NAME?” IF YOU SAY THAT HE CALLS THEM BY THEIR NAMES, IT IS NOT SO BECAUSE OTHERWISE IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN SAID, “BE CALLED BY ITS NAME.” HOWEVER, WHEN THIS LEVEL DOES NOT RISE UP TO THE NAME ELOKIM, AND IS CALLED MI, IT DOES NOT BEGET (ANY OFFSPRING) AND DOES NOT BRING FORTH WHAT IS CONCEALED INSIDE IT. ALTHOUGH ALL OF THEM WERE HIDDEN INSIDE IT, MEANING THAT EVEN THOUGH THE LETTERS ELEH HAVE ALREADY ASCENDED, THE “PRECIOUS GARMENT” OF OHRHASSADIM IS STILL CONCEALED. WHEN IT IS CONCEALED, IT IS NOT CALLED BY THE NAME ELOKIM. THIS IS BECAUSE HE CREATED THE LETTERS ELEH AND THEY ROSE UP INTO HIS NAME, MEANING THAT THEY ARE ENCLOTHED WITH THE “PRECIOUS GARMENT” OF OHR HASSADIM. CONSEQUENTLY, THE LETTERS ELEH JOIN THE LETTERS MI, AND ARE CALLED ELOKIM. THUS, BY THE POWER OF THIS NAME HE BROUGHT THEM FORTH IN ALL PERFECTION. THIS IS THE MEANING OF THE PHRASE, “SHALL BE CALLED BY THE NAME,” WHICH MEANS THAT HE CALLED AND BROUGHT FORTH EVERY TYPE AND SPECIES TO EXIST IN PERFECTION. HENCE, IT IS WRITTEN: “HE BRINGS OUT THEIR HOST BY NUMBER, HE CALLS THEM ALL BY NAMES, I.E., BY THE NAME ELOKIM.  IT WAS ALREADY SAID THAT THE PERFECTION OF THE LIGHT, WHICH IS THE CREATOR’S NAME ELOIM, DESCENDS TO THE SOULS, GENERATIONS, DESCENDANTS, IN 2 LEVELS JOINED IN ONE. THIS LEVEL INCLUDES 600,000 AS IN THE UPPER LEVEL AND THE INNUMERABLE HOSTS AS IN THE LOWER LEVEL; AND THE CREATOR’S NAME DESCENDS ON BOTH. THE BENEDICTION OF THE SEED DEPENDS ENTIRELY ON MA BECAUSE IT IS DETERMINED BY OHR HOCHMA AND THIS LIGHT DESIGNATES PERFECTION. THE LIGHT WITHOUT A NUMBER, OHR HASSADIM, COMES NAMELY FROM THE WORD MA. AS IS WELL-KNOWN, OHRHOCHMA IS ACCEPTED ONLY WHEN VESTED IN OHR HASSADIM. BEFORE THIS VESTING OCCURS, ALTHOUGH ELEH RISE TO MI, THE NAME ELOKIM (ELO-IM = ELEH + IM) DOES NOT ACT. HENCE, IT IS WRITTEN THAT MI DOES NOT BEGET (ANY OFFSPRING) ALTHOUGH THE POINT OF MALCHUT LEFT THE THOUGHT (BINA) AND DESCENDED TO ITS OWN PLACE. ALL 10 SEFIROT AND THE LIGHT RETURNED TO THE PARTZUF, BUT THE NAME ELEH IS STILL CONCEALED BECAUSE IN THE ABSENCE OF HASSADIM IT CANNOT RECEIVE HOCHMA.  HOWEVER, BECAUSE HE CREATED ELEH, MEANING AFTER HE ADDED A ZIVUG TO THE SCREEN OF MA (THE LOWER WORLD, MALCHUT), OHRHASSADIM CALLED WITHOUT A NUMBER APPEARED. ELEH WERE FILLED WITH OHR HASSADIM, WHICH MEANS BARAH = CREATED ELEH BECAUSE INVESTING IN OHR HASSADIM IS CALLED BARAH (CREATION). ONLY AFTER THAT, ARE THEY CALLED ELOKIM BECAUSE ONLY AFTER THE RECEPTION OF OHR HASSADIM CAN THEY RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA CALLED “THE LIGHT OF A NUMBER,” THE LIGHT OF 600,000. THUS, THE LETTERS JOIN AND FORM THE COMPLETE NAME ELOKIM. THE SAME PERFECTION (INVESTING HOCHMA IN HASSADIM) EXTENDS TO THE SOULS AND DESCENDANTS THAT EMERGE FROM THE NAME ELOKIM. 
HE IS CALLED BY THAT NAME
ALL THAT EMERGES IS CALLED BY THAT NAME. WITH THESE PROPERTIES HE CREATES ALL DESCENDANTS, PARTZUFIM BY HIS ZIVUG ON OHRHOCHMA. THE NAME 600,000 IS HOCHMA; THEY ARE WITH HASSADIM, SO THAT THEY WILL HAVE THE PERFECTION OF THE NAME AND THE LIGHT WILL DRESS THE LIGHT AS THEY ARE INVESTED IN THE NAME. IT IS WRITTEN: SEE, I CALL THEM BY NAME BECAUSE TO CALL MEANS TO REVIVE AND BRING TO PERFECTION. 21. HE ASKS: “WHAT IS THE MEANING OF “OF THE GREATNESS OF HIS MIGHT AND WEALTH?” THIS IS THE HEAD OF THE LEVEL WHERE ALL DESIRES RISE UP AND REMAIN. THE STRONG ONE ROSE UP INTO THE NAME ELOKIM. THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE UPPER WORLD CALLED MI. NO MAN IS MISSING OF THE 600,000 THAT HE BROUGHT FORTH BY THE POWER OF THIS NAME. AND BECAUSE NO ONE IS MISSING FROM THESE 600,000, IT FOLLOWS THAT WHEREVER ISRAEL DIED AND WERE PUNISHED FOR THEIR SINS, WE FIND THAT NO ONE WAS EVER MISSING FROM THE 600,000, AND EVERYTHING REMAINED THE SAME ABOVE AND BELOW. JUST AS NO ONE WAS MISSING FROM 600,000 ABOVE, NO ONE WAS MISSING FROM THIS NUMBER BELOW. OF THE GREATNESS OF HIS MIGHT AND WEALTH MEANS KETER OF AVI CALLED THE HEAD OF LEVELS. THIS IS BINA OF AA, WHICH BECAME KETER OF THE PARTZUFAVI, WHERE ALL DESIRES RISE (THE MAN OF THE SOULS), AND ALL THE LEVELS RECEIVE FROM THERE. THIS LEVEL IS FILLED WITH OHRHASSADIM AND EVEN IN THE ABSENCE OF OHRHOCHMA IT IS PERFECT BECAUSE ITS LIGHT OF HASSADIM COMES FROM THE GARDEBINA OF AA. IN OTHER WORDS, IT HAS SUCH A POWERFUL LIGHT OF HASSADIM THAT ALTHOUGH THIS LEVEL EMERGED FROM THE ROSHDEAA, IT IS NOT REGARDED AS SUCH BECAUSE IT FEELS NO NEED FOR OHRHOCHMA. THIS LEVEL, KETER OF AVI, IS THE ROSH OF ALL THE LEVELS OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, FROM WHERE AVI, YESHSUT, AND ZON RECEIVE THE LIGHT. THE STRONG ONE IS THE SECRET OF THE UPPER WORLD. THIS IS THE PROPERTY OF MI THAT IS PRESENT IN MALCHUT, FROM WHERE THE NUMBER 600,000 DESCENDS. THIS IS BECAUSE IT DRESSES THE UPPER WORLD, AVI. IT IS WRITTEN THAT NO ONE IS MISSING FROM THESE 600,000 BECAUSE THERE MALCHUT RECEIVES OHRHOCHMA CALLED 600,000. THEREFORE, IT IS SAID THAT JUST AS NO ONE WAS MISSING ABOVE, SO WAS NO ONE MISSING BELOW. MALCHUT DRESSES AVI, WHICH IS DESCRIBED IN THE PHRASE, THE MOTHER ADORNS HER DAUGHTER WITH HER OWN ADORNMENTS. AS A RESULT OF THIS, MALCHUT BECOMES COMPLETELY SIMILAR TO AVI. JUST AS THE LIGHT OF AVI IS PERFECT (HENCE IT IS CALLED 600,000 AND NO ONE IS MISSING, I.E., NO LACK OF OHRHOCHMA IS FELT), SO IS MALCHUT PERFECT IN THIS NUMBER, WHICH MEANS NO ONE IS MISSING BELOW.  
THE LETTERS BY RABBI AMNON SABA
22. RABBI AMNON-SABA SAID: “IN THE FIRST FOUR WORDS OF THE TORAH IN THE BEGINNING THE CREATOR CREATED ET – BERESHEET BARA ELOKIM ET, THE FIRST TWO WORDS BEGIN WITH THE LETTER BET, WHILE THE THIRD AND THE FOURTH BEGIN WITH ALEPH”. (THE LETTER ALEPH IS PRONOUNCED BOTH AS “A” AND “E”). IT IS SAID THAT WHEN THE CREATOR WAS ABOUT TO CREATE THE WORLD, ALL OF THE LETTERS WERE STILL HIDDEN. FOR TWO THOUSAND YEARS BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, THE CREATOR WATCHED THE LETTERS AND AMUSED HIMSELF WITH THEM. IN THE LANGUAGE OF KABBALAH, THE SAME SENTENCE LOOKS AS FOLLOWS: WHEN THE CREATOR (BINA) DECIDED TO CREATE THE WORLD (ZON OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT), THE KELIM OF ZON (ZEIR ANPIN AND NUKVAH) WERE STILL IN BINA. HOCHMA AND BINA (ABBA VE IMA – AVI) ARE CALLED 2000 YEARS. BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD (THE EMERGENCE OF ZON) ALL THE LETTERS (THE KELIM OF ZON) WERE IN AVI IN THE FORM OF MAN. MAN ALWAYS STIMULATES A DESIRE IN THE UPPER ONE TO ATTEND TO THEIR NEEDS. WITH REGARD TO THE LOWER PARTZUF, THE UPPER ONE IS CALLED THE CREATOR, BECAUSE IT REALLY BEGETS IT. WHATEVER THE LOWER PARTZUF RECEIVES, COMES DIRECTLY FROM THE UPPER ONE. MOREOVER, ONE MAY SAY THAT THE VERY EXISTENCE OF THE UPPER PARTZUF AND ALL ITS DESIRES ARE MEANT EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE LOWER ONE. THEREFORE, THE UPPER PARTZUF ALWAYS WAITS FOR THE LOWER ONE’S GENUINE REQUEST TO BE SPIRITUALLY ELEVATED. SUCH A REQUEST IS CALLED MAN. PROVIDED THIS DESIRE IS SINCERE AND TRUE, THE UPPER PARTZUF IMMEDIATELY RESPONDS TO IT AND PASSES THE POWERFUL LIGHT OF CORRECTION TO THE LOWER ONE.  SINCE THE LOWER PARTZUF IS ZON OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, AND ALL THAT IS BELOW IT (THE WORLDS OF THE ABYA AND OUR WORLD) IS ITS PART, THE UPPER PARTZUF IS AVI OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. THE DESIRES AND PROPERTIES OF ZON ARE CALLED LETTERS. HERE “THE ZOHAR” EXPLAINS WITH WHAT PROPERTIES ZON WERE CREATED; WHICH OF THEM ARE DESIRABLE, WHICH REQUIRE CORRECTION, AND HOW THIS CORRECTION CAN BE ACHIEVED. SINCE THE PROPERTIES OF THE FUTURE CREATION ARE DETERMINED BY THE CREATOR’S PURPOSE, IT IS SAID THAT EVEN BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, THE CREATOR AMUSED HIMSELF WITH THE LETTERS. THE WORDS “AMUSED HIMSELF” SUGGEST THAT THE CREATOR’S INTERACTION WITH THE CREATION IS LIKE HIS GAME WITH THE LEVIATHAN (THE LEGENDARY SEA MONSTER), WITH THE PROPERTY THAT IS OPPOSITE TO HIM. AT THE END OF CORRECTION ALL THE LETTERS ULTIMATELY MERGE INTO ONE DIVINE NAME. THE ORDER OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET INDICATES THE DESCENDING STRAIGHT LIGHT, THE INNER LIGHT, WHICH FILLS THE PARTZUF. THE REVERSE ORDER OF THE LETTERS ALLUDES TO THE ASCENDING REFLECTED LIGHT.  WHEN ADAM SINNED, THE LETTERS DETACHED THEMSELVES FROM HIM. HE ONLY RETAINED THE LETTERS SHIN AND TAV (THE KELIM FOR THE LIGHT OF VAK OF NEFESH). THE KELIM FOR THE LIGHT OF NESHAMA ARE REPRESENTED BY THE LETTERS FROM ALEPH TO YUD. THE LETTERS FROM YUD TO KUF ARE THE KELIM FOR THE LIGHT OF RUACH. THE LETTERS KUF AND RESH, THE KELIM FOR THE GAR OF NEFESH, DISAPPEARED.  THIS IS WHY ADAM GAVE HIS SON, BORN AFTER THE SIN, THE NAME SHET: SHIN-TAV ACCORDING TO THE TWO LAST LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET, THE KELIM THAT HE RETAINED. THE KLI SH-T CAN ONLY RECEIVE THE REFLECTED LIGHT, BUT NOT THE UPPER LIGHT FROM ABOVE. HOWEVER, AFTER IT RECEIVES YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN (THE LETTER YUD) IT TURNS INTO A COMBINATION SHIN-YUD-TAV. IF THE CREATOR CREATES THE WORLD WITH THE HELP OF THE LETTER BET, IT THEN ENTERS BETWEEN SHIN AND TAV AND FORMS THE WORD SHABBAT (SH-B-T), THE STATE OF SPIRITUAL PERFECTION, THE PURPOSE OF CREATION. THEREFORE, THE FIRST WORD OF THE TORAH – BERESHEET CONSISTS OF: BARA (CREATED)-SH(IN)-Y(UD)-T(AV). 23. WHEN THE CREATOR DESIRED TO CREATE THE WORLD, ALL THE LETTERS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET CAME TO HIM IN SEQUENCE FROM LAST (TAV) TO FIRST (ALEPH). THE LETTER TAV ENTERED FIRST AND SAID: “MASTER OF THE WORLD! MAY IT PLEASE YOU TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH ME (WITH MY PROPERTIES). I AM A SEAL ON YOUR RING, WHICH IS EMET (TRUTH), I.E. TAV IS THE LAST LETTER IN THE WORD “EMET”. SINCE YOU ARE CALLED BY THE NAME OF TRUTH, IT WOULD BEFIT THE KING TO BEGIN WITH THE LETTER TAV AND CREATE THE WORLD BY ME. THE CREATOR SAID TO TAV: “YOU ARE WORTHY AND DESERVING, BUT YOU ARE NOT SUITABLE FOR THE WORLD TO BE CREATED BY YOU. YOU ARE DESTINED TO SERVE AS A MARK ON THE FOREHEADS OF THE FAITHFUL ONES WHO HAVE OBSERVED THE TORAH FROM ALEPH TO TAV (FROM THE FIRST LETTER TO THE LAST), BUT WHO PERISHED BECAUSE OF YOU” (SEE THE TALMUD. SHABBAT 55) WHAT DOES THIS OR THAT NAME OF THE CREATOR, MEAN? THE NAME OF THE SPIRITUAL OBJECT EXPLAINS HOW TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT WHICH FILLS IT, HOW TO REACH ITS SPIRITUAL LEVEL. GENERALLY SPEAKING, THE 22 LETTERS ARE THE 10 SEFIROT-KELIM IN THE IBUR (EMBRYO) OF THE FUTURE PARTZUF IN THE SEFIRA YESOD, BECAUSE THIS IS WHERE THE SCREEN OF THE EMBRYO OF A NEW PARTZUF IS. YESOD IS CALLED A “NUMBER”, FOR IT MEASURES THE SIZE OF A NEW PARTZUF.  BEARING IN MIND THAT EACH NAME DETERMINES CERTAIN SPIRITUAL PROPERTIES AND STATES OF AN OBJECT, ONE CAN UNDERSTAND WHAT THE CHANGE OF A NAME, A PLACE, OR AN ACTION REALLY MEANS. THE HAVAYAH IS A BASIS OF ALL THE LETTERS, BUT THE INFILL OF EACH LETTER CLEARLY DEFINES IT. THE INFILL OF A LETTER MAY BE HEARD, WHEN IT IS PRONOUNCED. AS WE READ THE FIRST LETTER YUD IN THE WORD HAVAYAH (YUD-HEY-VAV-HEY), WE ACTUALLY PRONOUNCE THREE SOUNDS (Y-U-D). ALTHOUGH WE WRITE ONLY ONE LETTER, THE SOUNDS “U-VAV” AND “D-DALET” ARE HEARD TOGETHER WITH THE SOUND “Y”. WHEN WE SAY “HEY”, THE SOUNDS “EY” =YUD OR “EY” =ALEPH ARE HEARD AFTER THE SOUND “H”. THE DEFINITION OF THE HAVAYAH IS CLEARED UP IN THE PROCESS OF EMERGENCE OF THIS NAME. THE CREATOR’S PROPERTIES ARE REVEALED IN HIS DEEDS, HENCE THE THREE LINES THAT ARE PRESENT IN BINA (THE CREATOR) ARE IMPRESSED IN HIS CREATED BEINGS, ACT IN THE LOWER WORLDS AS A SEAL AND ITS IMPRINT. THEREFORE, THE NAME MB EXISTS IN BINA, ZA AND MALCHUT. IN ZA THIS NAME IS DIVIDED INTO 10 VERSES AND 32 FORCES OF ELOKIM, WHICH MAKE UP MALCHUT. BINA IS DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER MEM, MALCHUT – BY BET. THE NAME MB DESIGNATES THE CREATION OF MALCHUT BY BINA. ALEPH STANDS FOR ZA, WHICH PASSES ALL THE 22 LETTERS TO MALCHUT (BET). THIS IS WHY MALCHUT IS CALLED AT (ALEPH-TAV). MALCHUT IS THE CENTRAL PART OF CREATION, ITS PURPOSE. IT IS THE ONLY CREATION AND INCLUDES ALL THE WORLDS WITH ALL THAT INHABITS THEM. DEPENDING ON ITS STATES, MALCHUT HAS DIFFERENT PROPERTIES DESIGNATED BY THE DIFFERENT LETTER COMBINATIONS. THEREFORE, MALCHUT’S PARTS RECEIVE VARIOUS “CODES” (COMBINATIONS) OF PROPERTIES (LETTERS) OR NAMES. ALL THE WORDS IN THE WORLD ORIGINATE IN MALCHUT. IN FACT, THERE IS NOT A SINGLE PROPERTY IN THE WORLD THAT IS NOT INCLUDED IN MALCHUT. EACH OF THE CREATED BEINGS IS DESIGNATED BY THE PROPERTY THAT IS DISTINCT FROM THE OTHERS, I.E. BY ITS UNIQUE LETTER COMBINATION THAT FORMS ITS NAME. MALCHUT IS CALLED THE SHECHINA, BECAUSE IT IS FILLED WITH THE SHOCHEN (THE CREATOR). THE CREATOR IS CALLED THE SHOCHEN, WHEN MALCHUT FEELS HIM INSIDE. IF THE PERSON PARTIALLY OR COMPLETELY CORRECTS HIMSELF AND FILLS HIS CORRECTED DESIRES WITH THE CREATOR’S LIGHT, HE BECOMES A PART OF THE SHECHINA. MALCHUT CONSISTS OF FOUR PARTS ALSO CALLED FACES: A FACE OF A LION, AN OX, AN EAGLE AND A MAN. MALCHUT IS SIMILAR TO A SPIRITUAL NUT INSIDE FOUR SHELLS, WHICH CORRESPOND TO FOUR KLIPOT (IMPURE FORCES): RUACH SEARA (HURRICANE WIND), ANAN GADOL (BIG CLOUD), ESH MITLAKACHAT (CONSUMING FLAME) AND NOGA (RADIANT ONE).  KABBALAH CAN DESCRIBE SPIRITUAL ACTIONS EITHER AS NAMES OF THE SEFIROT AND PARTZUFIM OR AS THE NAMES HAVAYAH, EKIE AND OTHERS WITH THEIR, INFILLS, GEMATRIOT. ALTHOUGH MOST FREQUENTLY THE LANGUAGE OF THE SEFIROT AND PARTZUFIM IS USED, SOMETIMES THE LANGUAGE OF THE HAVAYAH WITH ITS, INFILLS CAN ALSO BE APPLIED. MOST OF THE KABBALISTIC TERMS ARE COMPOSITE: MA’ATZIL (THE CREATOR) COMES FROM THE WORD TZEL (SHADOW), BECAUSE THE CREATION EMERGES FROM THE CREATOR’S CONCEALMENT, FROM HIS RESTRICTIONS. ANOTHER NAME OF THE CREATOR IS BOREH (COMBINATION OF BO - COME AND REH - SEE). A NAME REFLECTS AN ATTAINMENT. BY ATTAINING AN OBJECT, MAN GIVES IT A NAME. THE PERSON ALSO GIVES A NAME TO THE CREATOR IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS PROPERTY, WHICH THE PERSON FEELS. THERE ARE SEVERAL SUCH NAMES: EMET – “TRUTH” AND THE CREATOR’S NAMES BASED ON THE SENSATIONS OF HIS LIGHT INSIDE THE PARTZUF, ETC.  HERE ARE THE CREATOR’S NAMES IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE NAMES OF THE SEFIROT:  – KETER: ALEF-HEY-YUD-HEY (EKIE) – BINA: THE HAVAYAH WITH THE PUNCTUATION SEGOL-HOLAM-HIRIK, AS ELOKIM: YUD (YUDVAV-DALET)-HEY (HEY-YUD)-VAV (VAV-ALEPH-VAV)-HEY (HEY-YUD). – HESED: ALEPH-LAMED = EL (PRONOUNCED AS KEL) – GVURA: ALEPH-LAMED-HEY-YUD-MEM (ELOKIM) – TIFFERET: YUD-HEY-VAV-HEY (HAVAYAH WITHOUT PUNCTUATION) – NETZAH: HAVAYAH- TZEVAOT. HOD: ELOKIM TZEVAOT – YESOD: SHIN-DALET-YUD = SHADDAY – MALCHUT: ADONAY (PRONOUNCED AS ADNY) MERGING OF TWO WORLDS IS DESIGNATED BY THE WORDS ADNY-HAVAYAH, I.E. MALCHUT- ADNY IS ELEVATED TO BINA-HAVAYAH WITH THE PUNCTUATION OF ELOKIM.  THE NAME OF ZA, THE HAVAYAH, COMES FROM THE RIGHT LINE (HESED), THE NAME ADNY – FROM THE LEFT LINE (GVURA). THE JOINING OF THESE TWO LINES FORMS THE MIDDLE LINE, IN WHICH THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA SHINES OWING TO THE PRESENCE OF THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM IN THE RIGHT LINE. SUCH A STATE IS DESIGNATED BY A COMBINATION OF TWO NAMES HAVAYAHADNY: YUD-ALEPH-HEY-DALET-VAV-NUN-HEY-YUD. MERGING (ZIVUG) OF ZA AND ITS NUKVAH IS DESIGNATED BY MIXING OF THE TWO NAMES. HAVAYAH-ADNY: YUD-ALEPH-HEY-DALET-VAV-NUN-HEY-YUD. YUD AT THE BEGINNING INDICATES THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IN ZA, AND YUD AT THE END SPEAKS ABOUT PASSING OF THIS LIGHT TO NUKVAH.  AS A RESULT OF THE SECOND RESTRICTION, MALCHUT ROSE TO BINA, I.E. ITS DESIRE RULES OVER BINA AND ZA. INASMUCH AS IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IN THE THREE SEFIROT – BINA, ZA AND MALCHUT THAT ARE GOVERNED BY THE EGOISTICAL DESIRE OF MALCHUT, THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IS ABSENT IN THE PARTZUF; THERE IS ONLY THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM.  THIS IS DESIGNATED IN THE FOLLOWING WAY: THE LETTER YUD ENTERS THE WORD OHR – ALEPHVAV-RESH (THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA) AND FORMS THE WORD ALEPH-VAV-YUD-RESH – AVIR (AIR), WHICH MEANS THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM. IF THE PARTZUF PASSES TO THE BIG STATE AGAIN, THE LETTER YUD DISAPPEARS FROM IT AND IT GETS REFILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA; AVIR – AIR TURNS TO OHR – LIGHT.  THE UNFILLED HAVAYAH DESIGNATES THE PARTZUF KETER. THE HAVAYAH WITH THE FILLING OF AB = 72 DESIGNATES THE PARTZUF HOCHMA. THE HAVAYAH WITH THE FILLING OF SAG = 63 DESIGNATES THE PARTZUF BINA (AVI). ALL THESE THREE FILLINGS OF HAVAYAH FORM MB = 42 – THE SACRED NAME OF THE LIGHT, WHICH CORRECTS THE SOULS BY AFFECTING THE KLI, THE SCREEN.  THE ONLY CREATION IS THE DESIRE TO RECEIVE PLEASURE. NOTHING BUT THIS DESIRE WAS CREATED. ALL THE WORLDS WITH EVERYTHING THAT INHABITS THEM ARE NOTHING BUT DIFFERENT MEASURES OF THE DESIRE TO RECEIVE PLEASURE. THE FORCE OF A DESIRE DETERMINES ITS PLACE IN THE SPIRITUAL REALM, WHERE THE ENTIRE CREATION AND OUR WORLD AS ITS LOWEST POINT ARE LOCATED. A PERSON’S COORDINATES IN THE WORLDS, HIS SPIRITUAL LEVEL IS DETERMINED BY WHAT KIND OF DELIGHT HE CHOOSES TO ENJOY.  IN ORDER FOR THE CREATION TO EMERGE FROM THE CREATOR, THE LIGHT EMANATING FROM HIM SHOULD DESCEND THROUGH FOUR STAGES, WHEREAS THE FIFTH STAGE ALREADY PERCEIVES ITSELF AS AN INDEPENDENT DESIRE TO ENJOY HIS LIGHT.  HAVING EMERGED FROM THE CREATOR AS A RESULT OF THE CONSECUTIVE SPREADING OF HIS LIGHT, THE DESIRE TO RECEIVE PLEASURE (KLI-VESSEL) ALSO CONSISTS OF FIVE PARTS DESIGNATED BY THE LETTERS: DOT – THE TAIL OF YUD, YUD, HEY, VAV AND HEY. THESE FIVE PARTS ARE CALLED THE CREATOR’S NAME HAVAYAH, BECAUSE A NAME IS GIVEN BY THE KLI ACCORDING TO ITS SENSATION OF THE LIGHT THAT FILLS IT. THE LIGHT INSIDE THE KLI IS CALLED MILUY – INFILL. THE KLI CREATED BY THE CREATOR IS DIVIDED INTO FIVE PARTS THAT ARE CALLED THE WORLDS. EACH OF THESE WORLDS IN TURN CONSISTS OF ITS OWN FIVE PARTS – THE PARTZUFIM (FACES, OBJECTS). EACH PARTZUF INCLUDES FIVE PARTS CALLED THE SEFIROT. IN ALL THERE ARE 5 X 5 X 5 = 125 SPIRITUAL OBJECTS FROM THE LOWEST LEVEL TO THE CREATOR.  EACH PARTZUF CONSISTS OF FIVE PARTS = FIVE SEFIROT (A DOT AND FOUR LETTERS): KETER – DOT + HOCHMA – YUD + BINA – HEY + ZA – VAV + MALCHUT – HEY = HAVAYAH. WHILE THE STRUCTURE OF THE KLI MAY CHANGE, THE LETTERS HAVAYAH REMAINS THE SAME. THIS IS BECAUSE A DESIRE CANNOT APPEAR UNLESS THE CREATOR’S LIGHT PREVIOUSLY PASSED THROUGH THE FIVE STAGES. ONLY THE FIFTH STAGE IS CONSIDERED A NEW CREATION (DESIRE).  THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE IS NOTHING BUT THE TEN SEFIROT OR THE CREATOR’S NAME HAVAYAH:  FILLING OF HAVAYAH WITH THE LIGHT IS REFERRED TO AS ITS REVELATION. THIS WAY THE LETTERS EMERGE FROM THE STATE OF CONCEALMENT, EMPTINESS. IN ALL THERE ARE FIVE PARTZUFIM: KETER (GALGALTA), AB, SAG, MA AND BON. THE FIRST OF THEM – THE PARTZUF KETER – IS A SOURCE OF THE OTHER FOUR. ITS TEN SEFIROT IS THE SIMPLE (INNER) HAVAYAH, BECAUSE EACH OF ITS FOUR LETTERS GIVES BIRTH TO A NEW PARTZUF. THUS, THE LETTER YUD IN KETER-GALGALTA CREATES THE PARTZUF HOCHMA (AB), THE LETTER HEY CREATES THE PARTZUF BINA (SAG), THE LETTER VAV CREATES THE PARTZUF ZA (MA) AND THE LETTER HEY CREATES THE PARTZUF MALCHUT (BON). THUS, THE PARTZUF KETER IS DESIGNATED BY THE SIMPLE HAVAYAH, AND THE PARTZUFIM THAT DRESS ON IT ARE DESIGNATED BY THE FILLED HAVAYAH. TO MAKE THE NAMES OF THE PARTZUFIM SHORT, THE NOTION OF GEMATRIA WAS INTRODUCED. GEMATRIA IS A NUMERICAL CHARACTERISTIC OF THE LIGHT THAT FILLS THE PARTZUF.  WISDOM – HOCHMA IS CALLED HESHBON – CALCULATION – GEMATRIA. A CALCULATION IS MADE ONLY IN THE PLACE WHERE THE LIGHT IS RECEIVED: (I) A PRELIMINARY CALCULATION IS MADE TO FIND OUT HOW MUCH LIGHT THE PARTZUF CAN ACCEPT FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE; (II) THE LIGHT IS RECEIVED ACCORDING TO THE CALCULATION; (III) THE ACCEPTED AMOUNT CALLED MILUY IS CALCULATED. MALCHUT CANNOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA WITHOUT THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM. MALCHUT RISES TO BINA AND BECOMES LIKE AN EMBRYO INSIDE IT. AS A RESULT, IT RECEIVES THE RIGHT LINE – HASSADIM. JOINING THE PAST AND THE PRESENT STATES, MALCHUT RECEIVES HOCHMA INTO HASSADIM AND THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA SHINES IN IT. ALL THESE ACTIONS OF MALCHUT ARE ACCOMPANIED BY CALCULATIONS CALLED GEMATRIOT.  GEMATRIA (NUMERICAL VALUE) OF THE PARTZUF UNFILLED WITH THE LIGHT, I.E. OF THE EMPTY HAVAYAH IS: HAVAYAH = YUD + HEY + VAV + HEY = 10 + 5 + 6 +5 = 26. GEMATRIA OF THE FILLED HAVAYAH IS FORMED BY FILLING EACH LETTER: IN HEBREW, EACH LETTER HAS IT FULL NAME: AALEPH, B-BET, ETC. HENCE THERE ARE FOUR KINDS OF INFILLS IN THE HAVAYAH: AB, SAG, MA AND BON. A) THE HAVAYAH WITH THE INFILL OF AB: YUD: YUD + VAV + DALET = 10 + 6 + 4 = 20 HEY: HEY + YUD = 5 + 10 = 15 VAV: VAV + YUD + VAV = 6 + 10 + 6 = 22 HEY: HEY + YUD = 5 + 10 = 15 IN ALL: 20 + 15 + 22 + 15 = 72 = AB, WHERE “A” DESIGNATES THE LETTER AYIN = 70 AND NOT ALEPH. THE HAVAYAH FILLED WITH THIS LIGHT IS CALLED THE PARTZUF AB (THE PARTZUF HOCHMA), BECAUSE THE LETTER YUD WITH ITS INFILL MEANS THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. SUCH AN INFILL IS CALLED THE HAVAYAH WITH THE INFILL OF YUD.  B) THE HAVAYAH WITH THE INFILL OF SAG. THE PARTZUF FILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM IS CALLED THE SAG, BECAUSE ITS GEMATRIA IS SUCH:  SAG = SAMECH (60) + GIMEL (3) = 63: YUD: YUD + VAV + DALET = 10 + 6 + 4 = 20 HEY: HEY + YUD = 5 + 10 = 15 VAV: VAV + ALEPH + VAV = 6 + 1 + 6 = 13 HEY: HEY + YUD = 5 + 10 = 15 IN ALL: 60 + 3 = 63 = SAMECH + GIMEL = SAG  IF THE KELIM AND THEIR INFILLS ORIGINATE IN THE FIRST RESTRICTION, THE LETTER YUD FILLS THE HAVAYAH. IF THE KELIM ARE FILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF THE SECOND RESTRICTION, THE LETTER ALEPH FILLS THE HAVAYAH. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE GEMATRIOT OF AB AND SAG LIES IN THE INFILL OF THE LETTER VAV. THE GEMATRIA OF VAV IN THE PARTZUF AB IS 22 (WITH THE INFILL OF HOCHMA), THE GEMATRIA OF VAV IN THE PARTZUF AB IS 13 (WITH THE INFILL OF HASSADIM). FROM THE AFORESAID, IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT THE PARTZUF AB ORIGINATES IN THE FIRST RESTRICTION, WHILE THE LETTER VAV (ZA) IN THE PARTZUF SAG INDICATES IT ORIGINATES IN THE SECOND RESTRICTION. C) THE HAVAYAH WITH THE INFILL OF MA: YUD: YUD + VAV + DALET = 20 HEY: HEY + ALEPH = 6 VAV: VAV + ALEPH + VAV = 13 HEY: HEY + ALEPH = 6 SUCH AN INFILL OF HAVAYAH IS CALLED MA (PRONOUNCED AS “MAH”) = 20 + 6 + 13 + 6 = 45 = MEM (40) + HEY (5) D) THE HAVAYAH WITH THE INFILL OF BON: YUD: YUD + VAV + DALET = 20  HEY: HEY + HEY = 10 VAV: VAV + VAV = 12 HEY: HEY + HEY = 10 SUCH AN INFILL OF HAVAYAH IS CALLED BON = 20 + 10 + 12 + 10 = 52 = NUN (50) + BET (2). THIS IS THE GEMATRIA OF THE PARTZUF MALCHUT AND IT EQUALS THE DOUBLE VALUE OF THE UNFILLED HAVAYAH: HAVAYAH = 26; 26 X 2 = 52 = BON. SINCE WITHOUT A SCREEN THE PARTZUF MALCHUT CANNOT RECEIVE THE CREATOR’S LIGHT AND CAN ONLY PASSIVELY RECEIVE WHAT THE PARTZUF ZA GIVES TO IT, THE DOUBLE GEMATRIA INDICATES THAT ALL MALCHUT HAS COMES FROM ZA. THE FOUR KINDS OF HAVAYAH CLEARLY DEMONSTRATE THAT THE ROOT OF THE CREATION IS NEITHER THE PARTZUF HOCHMA NOR BINA, BUT ONLY ZA, BECAUSE IT IS THE FIRST PARTZUF BASED ON THE SECOND RESTRICTION.  THE PRINCIPAL TEN SEFIROT ARE IN THE PARTZUF KETER, AND THE PARTZUFIM AB, SAG, MA AND BON ARE JUST THE BRANCHES OF THE FIRST PARTZUF. AS THE LIGHT SPREADS INSIDE THE PARTZUF, IT HAS FIVE INTERNAL LIGHTS OF NARANHAY AND FIVE EXTERNAL LIGHTS. THE FIVE EXTERNAL LIGHTS COME OUT OF THE RIGHT EAR; THE FIVE INTERNAL LIGHTS OF BINA COME OUT OF THE LEFT EAR. THE FIVE EXTERNAL LIGHTS OF ZA COME OUT OF THE RIGHT NOSTRIL AND THE FIVE INNER LIGHTS – FROM THE LEFT ONE.  SINCE THE TWO MALCHUYOT (PL. OF MALCHUT) ARE REMOTE FROM ONE ANOTHER, MAN’S EARS ARE SEPARATED AND DISTANCED FROM EACH OTHER. THE TWO NOSTRILS ARE SEPARATED BY A MUCH SMALLER DISTANCE, WHILE THE FIVE INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL LIGHTS OF THE COMMON LIGHT OF PEH (MOUTH) COME OUT OF THE SAME OPENING, COLLIDE AND INTERMIX. THEIR COLLISION BRINGS FORTH THE LETTERS (KELIM).  SINCE 22 LETTERS ORIGINATE IN BINA-SAG = SAMECH + GIMEL = 60 + 3 = 63, THE OPENING FROM WHICH THEY COME OUT IS CALLED 63 + 22 = 85 = PEY + HEY = PEH (MOUTH). THE LETTERS COME OUT OF THE PEH OF ZA, BECAUSE YESOD OF IMA IS LOCATED THERE.  WE RECEIVED ALL THE KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS, ALL THE TORAH FROM OUR GREAT FOREFATHERS, WHO ASCENDED SPIRITUALLY ABOVE THE LEVEL OF OUR WORLD, FELT THE UPPER WORLDS, AND DESCRIBED THEM FOR US. THIS IS HOW WE RECEIVED BOTH THE WRITTEN AND THE ORAL TORAH.  WE CANNOT IMAGINE THE SPIRITUAL, BECAUSE OUR SENSES ARE UNABLE TO PICK IT UP. TO DESCRIBE THE OBJECTS AND NOTIONS STILL UNATTAINABLE BY US, THE KABBALISTS USE SEVERAL METHODS, LANGUAGES. THE TORAH ONLY SPEAKS ABOUT THE CREATION, GOVERNING AND CORRECTION OF THE WORLD AND NOT ABOUT HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY OR ANYTHING ELSE. THE TORAH IS THE SACRED NAMES OF THE CREATOR, THE DEGREES AND METHODS OF ATTAINING HIM.  THE KABBALISTS, I.E. ALL WHO ASCEND TO THE SPIRITUAL WORLD AND ESTABLISH CONTACT WITH THE CREATOR, RENDER THIS INFORMATION IN FOUR LANGUAGES:  1. THE LANGUAGE OF THE TANAKH (TORAH - PENTATEUCH, NEVI’IM - PROPHETS, KETUVIM - SCRIPTURES). 2. THE LANGUAGE OF OBSERVING THE COMMANDMENTS. 3. THE LANGUAGE OF THE NARRATIVE. 4. THE LANGUAGE OF THE SEFIROT AND THE PARTZUFIM – THE LANGUAGE OF KABBALAH. ALL THE LANGUAGES SPEAK ABOUT THE SAME THING – HOW WE CAN ATTAIN THE CREATOR IN THIS WORLD. THIS IS THE ONLY PURPOSE OF OUR CREATION TO WHICH WE SHOULD DEVOTE ALL OF OUR PHYSICAL, MENTAL AND SPIRITUAL ABILITIES. IF WE ONLY ASPIRED FOR IT, WE WOULD NATURALLY USE OUR LANGUAGE FOR THE EXCLUSIVE GOAL OF ACHIEVING THE SENSATION OF THE CREATOR IN THIS LIFE.  HENCE THE FIRST LANGUAGE MASTERED BY PEOPLE WAS HEBREW. HOWEVER, AS MANKIND MOVED AWAY FROM FULFILLING ITS PREDESTINATION, IT CONTRIVED OTHER LANGUAGES. ALL THE LANGUAGES OF THE WORLD HAVE THEIR INNER MEANING, BUT SINCE THEIR ALPHABETS WERE NOT REVEALED BY THE KABBALISTS, WE STUDY THE SPIRITUAL FORCES IN HEBREW, THE SOURCE OF ALL THE OTHER LANGUAGES. EVERY PARTZUF IS DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS: RIGHT AND LEFT. THE RIGHT PART CONSISTS OF RAMACH = RESH – MEM – CHET = 248 PARTS (ORGANS) FILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM, WHILE THE LEFT PART CONSISTS OF SHASA = SHIN – SAMECH – HEY = 365 PARTS FILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. ZA IS CALLED A “VOICE”. BASICALLY, IT IS THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM. WHEN IT JOINS WITH MALCHUT (CALLED “SPEECH”), IT RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM WITH HOCHMA FROM ZA AND SO A “SPEECH” IS FORMED. THE SEVEN BASIC SEFIROT OF ZA ARE CALLED “SEVEN HEAVENS”. THE 70 NAMES OF ZA ORIGINATE FROM ITS 70 = 7 X 10 SEFIROT. ZA IS CALLED THE HEAVENS AND MALCHUT IS CALLED THE EARTH. THE SEFIROT OF ZA ARE ALSO CALLED RUACH. THE LIGHT OF RUACH ASCENDS TO BINA (EARS) AND GETS TRANSFORMED INTO A SOUND: HOCHMA IN THE LEFT EAR AND HASSADIM IN THE RIGHT ONE. THERE IS AS MUCH DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A LANGUAGE AND AN ALPHABET, AS THERE ARE PEOPLE IN OUR WORLD WHO CAN SPEAK BUT ARE UNABLE TO READ OR WRITE. THE MOST ANCIENT SPOKEN LANGUAGE IS THAT OF THE BIBLE, WHICH GOES BACK TO ADAM. THE LANGUAGE OF PRECEPTS AND LATER ON OF THE NARRATIVE IS DERIVED FROM THE SPOKEN LANGUAGE OF THE BIBLE. ALL OF THESE LANGUAGES COMBINED AND EACH OF THEM IN PARTICULAR HAVE BEEN EXTENSIVELY USED IN OUR RELIGIOUS LITERATURE. THE LANGUAGE OF KABBALAH WAS THE LAST ONE TO DEVELOP. IT IS THE MOST DIFFICULT LANGUAGE, BECAUSE TO UNDERSTAND IT ONE SHOULD BE ABLE TO FEEL THE SPIRITUAL CATEGORIES OF WHICH THIS LANGUAGE SPEAKS. THIS IS THE MOST PRECISE LANGUAGE OF ALL. ONLY THE LANGUAGE OF KABBALAH CAN ACCURATELY RENDER ALL THE SPIRITUAL INFORMATION. HOWEVER, IT CAN ONLY BE RECEIVED BY A STUDENT DIRECTLY FROM HIS KABBALIST-TEACHER. SINCE FOR MANY GENERATIONS THERE WERE ONLY A FEW KABBALISTS UNCONNECTED WITH ONE ANOTHER, THE LANGUAGE OF KABBALAH WAS THE LAST TO DEVELOP. EVEN TODAY IT CAN ONLY BE “LEARNED” FROM THE KABBALIST. AT FIRST, THE KABBALISTS ENCIPHERED THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLD WITH THE HELP OF LETTERS, WHOSE OUTLINE REFLECTED THE INTERACTION OF THE SPIRITUAL FORCES. IN OTHER WORDS, EACH SPIRITUAL LEVEL IS CHARACTERIZED BY A CERTAIN RELATION OF THE SPIRITUAL FORCES THAT IS PECULIAR TO IT. BY ASSIGNING EACH SPIRITUAL PROPERTY WITH A SPECIAL SYMBOL, ONE CAN DESCRIBE AN INTER-RELATION OF THE SPIRITUAL FORCES ON EACH LEVEL. THIS WAY THE KABBALISTS CREATED THE 22 LETTERS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET. “THE ZOHAR” PAYS MUCH ATTENTION TO THE ANALYSIS OF CONNECTION BETWEEN THE LETTERS, WHICH HELPS A STUDENT TO SUMMARIZE HIS KNOWLEDGE AND FIND NEW WAYS OF DISCOVERING THE SPIRITUAL FORCES AND THEIR ACTIONS WITHIN HIMSELF. OUR FOREFATHER ABRAHAM WRITES IN THE “BOOK OF CREATION” (“SEFER YETZIRA”) THAT LETTERS RESEMBLE STONES OF WHICH A BUILDING IS CONSTRUCTED. THE SAGES TELL US THAT THE WORLD WAS CREATED WITH THE LETTERS OF THE “SACRED LANGUAGE”. EACH LETTER OF THIS LANGUAGE REPRESENTS A CERTAIN HOLY, SPIRITUAL, ALTRUISTIC FORCE OF THE CREATION. THE PROPERTIES OF THIS FORCE ARE REFLECTED IN THE WAY LETTERS ARE INSCRIBED, IN THEIR VARIOUS COMBINATIONS, IN THE POSSIBLE PUNCTUATION MARKS, CROWNS AND TONES, IN THEIR NUMERICAL VALUES (GEMATRIOT) AND THEIR VARIATIONS.  THIS IS WHAT CONCERNS SEPARATE LETTERS AND THEIR COMBINATIONS. BESIDES, THERE ARE CERTAIN RULES ACCORDING TO WHICH WE CAN DETERMINE THE PROPERTIES OF THE SPIRITUAL FORCES IN THE WHOLE WORDS. AT THAT, QUITE OFTEN LETTERS OR EVEN CERTAIN WORD PARTS ARE REPLACED WITH SIMILAR COMBINATIONS. THE ROOTS OF WORDS INDICATE THE PROPERTIES OF A SPIRITUAL OBJECT THEY DESCRIBE. FOR EXAMPLE, ADAM ORIGINATED FROM ADAMA – EARTH, WHICH EMPHASIZES HIS INSIGNIFICANCE AND FROM THE WORD ADAMEH – SIMILAR (TO THE UPPER ONE), WHICH SUGGESTS HIS SUBLIMITY. THE NAME YA’AKOV (JACOB) COMES FROM THE WORD EKEV – GET AROUND (ESAU). THERE ARE MANY SUCH EXAMPLES IN THE TORAH, BECAUSE EVERYTHING IS NAMED AFTER ITS ROOT. THUS WE HAVE CLEARED UP THAT CERTAIN COMBINATIONS OF LETTERS (KELIM) CAN BE USED INSTEAD OF THE LANGUAGE OF THE SEFIROT AND PARTZUFIM FOR THE DESCRIPTION OF SPIRITUAL ACTIONS: A) THE SHAPE OF EVERY LETTER AND THE ELEMENTS OF ITS STRUCTURE SPEAK ABOUT ALL THE PROPERTIES AND THE GENERAL STATE OF A SPIRITUAL OBJECT, SEFIRA OF PARTZUF, WHICH THIS PARTICULAR LETTER DEPICTS; B) THE ORDER OF LETTERS IN A WORD INDICATES THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE SPIRITUAL OBJECTS, SEFIROT, THEIR COMBINED PROPERTIES AND JOINT ACTIONS. AN ATTAINMENT OF A WORD IN ITS SPIRITUAL MEANING MEANS AN ASCENT TO THE SPIRITUAL LEVEL OF THIS OBJECT. IN SUCH A CASE, THE PERSON WHO ATTAINS IT BECOMES THIS WORD, RECEIVES ITS NAME. MAN’S NAME KEEPS CHANGING AS HE ASCENDS THE SPIRITUAL LEVELS. IT IS DETERMINED BY THE LEVEL HE IS ON; HE ASSUMES THE NAME OF THAT LEVEL. THEREFORE, IT IS SAID THAT EVERYONE CAN BECOME LIKE MOSHE (MOSES), I.E. ACHIEVE THE LEVEL CALLED MOSHE.  C) A WORD IN ITS “EARTHLY” MEANING SPEAKS ABOUT THE SPIRITUAL ROOT AND ITS BRANCH IN THIS WORLD; D) A WORD COMBINATION DESCRIBES THE SPIRITUAL PROCESS, WHICH HAS A CORRESPONDING ACTION (COMMANDMENT) IN THIS WORLD.  NAMES CHANGE DEPENDING ON THE ASPECT THAT REQUIRES CLARIFICATION: A) ACCORDING TO THE ELEMENTS OF THE SEFIROT:  KETER - HAS NONE HOCHMA - FIRE BINA - WATER ZA - AIR MALCHUT - EARTH B) ACCORDING TO COLORS: KETER - HAS NONE  HOCHMA - WHITE – A BASIS OF ALL THE COLORS  BINA - RED – STANDS OUT MOST  ZA - GREEN – THE MOST PERFECT MALCHUT -  BLACK – CANNOT BE CHANGED BY ANY OTHER COLOR  COLORS ARE ONLY PRESENT IN THE BODY OF THE PARTZUF, BUT NEVER IN THE HEAD. THESE COLORS ARE PROJECTED ONTO MALCHUT FROM ABOVE AND PASS ON TO ALL THE LOWER LEVELS. C) LINES:  HESED - RIGHT - WHITE GVURA - LEFT - RED TIFFERET - CENTRAL, INCLUDES ALL THE COLORS - GREEN QUITE OFTEN INSTEAD OF THE NAMES OF THE SEFIROT THE NAMES OF THEIR PROPERTIES, COLORS AND ELEMENTS ARE USED: FIRE, AIR, WATER, EARTH (“THE ZOHAR”, VAYERA, § 32). MALCHUT IS CALLED “EARTH”, BUT MALCHUT, WHICH ASCENDS WITH ITS PROPERTIES TO BINA, IS CALLED “EARTH OF THE TEMPLE”. FOUR SIDES OF THE WORLD – HOCHMA, BINA, TIFFERET, MALCHUT JOIN WITH THE FOUR ELEMENTS OF THE WORLD – FIRE, AIR, WATER AND EARTH. THE CREATOR MADE ONE PARTZUF ADAM FROM THE TWO POINTS OF BINA AND MALCHUT. THE FOUR WORLD FOUNDATIONS OR THE FOUR SIDES OF THE WORLD: FIRE - NORTH - SHURUK - LEFT LINE - GVURA AIR - EAST - HIRIK - MIDDLE LINE - TIFFERET WATER - SOUTH - HOLAM - RIGHT LINE - HESED EARTH - WEST - __ - __ - MALCHUT – RECEIVES FROM ALL FOUR BASIC METALS ARE CREATED AS A RESULT OF A ZIVUG WITH MALCHUT: GOLD, SILVER, COPPER AND IRON. ALL OF THESE NAMES AS WELL AS MANY OTHERS ARE USED IN THE TORAH INSTEAD OF THE NAMES OF THE TEN SEFIROT. ALTHOUGH THE LANGUAGES OF THE TORAH, THE TALMUD AND THE HOLY SCRIPTURES ARE EXTREMELY GRAPHIC AND COLORFUL, ONLY THE LANGUAGE OF KABBALAH PROVIDES A PAINSTAKINGLY ACCURATE DESCRIPTION OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS.  THE FOUR KINDS OF SYMBOLS USED WITH LETTERS:  TA’AMIM – TONE MODULATIONS USED IN PRONOUNCING LETTERS – SIGNIFY THE STRAIGHT LIGHT, WHICH SPREADS FROM UP DOWNWARDS IN THE BODY OF THE PARTZUF. NEKUDOT – LETTER PUNCTUATION MARKS – SIGNIFY THE LIGHT DURING ITS, EXITING THE BODY OF THE PARTZUF FROM DOWN UPWARDS. TAGIN – CROWNS ABOVE LETTERS – REPRESENT RESHIMOT (MEMORIES) OF THE PREVIOUSLY AVAILABLE LIGHT (TA’AMIM). TAGIN ORIGINATE FROM GAR DE BINA.  OTIOT – LETTERS - REPRESENT RESHIMOT (MEMORIES) OF THE LIGHT EXITING THE BODY OF THE PARTZUF (NEKUDOT).  THE TEN SEFIROT ARE DIVIDED INTO 3 BASIC PARTS – TA’AMIM, NEKUDOT, OTIOT:  TA’AMIM - KETER NEKUDOT - HOCHMA OTIOT - ZAT DE BINA AND ZON ACCORDING TO THE LIGHT IN THEM THE SEFIROT ARE DIVIDED INTO: TA’AMIM - HOCHMA NEKUDOT - BINA OTIOT - ZON THE LETTERS WERE CREATED IN THE FOLLOWING ORDER: THE LETTER ALEPH, WHICH WAS ON THE RIGHT SIDE, BEGOT THE LETTER SHIN, WHICH EMERGED FROM IT AND MOVED TO THE LEFT SIDE. THE LETTER SHIN CONSISTS OF THREE LINES: THE LEFT, THE MIDDLE AND THE RIGHT, THUS IT IS FORMED BY THE THREE LETTERS VAV. HAVING JOINED WITH ALEPH, IT FORMED THE WORD ALEPHSHIN = ASH (FIRE) IN THE LEFT LINE.  THE COMBINATION OF BOTH LINES – THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT – BROUGHT FORTH THESE TWO LETTERS IN THEIR CONTRADICTION. THE RIGHT LINE INCLUDES WATER, WHILE THE LEFT LINE INCLUDES FIRE. THEIR COLLISION GAVE RISE TO THE LETTERS RESH, VAV AND CHET, WHICH FORMED THE WORD RUACH (WIND). THIS WIND ENTERED BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES (FIRE AND WATER) AND JOINED THEM TOGETHER. THIS ESTABLISHED THE ORDER OF THE FIRST LETTERS AND THEIR PERFECTION.  AT FIRST “THE ZOHAR” OFFERS A GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE THREE LINES IN ZA DESIGNATED BY THE THREE NAMES OF THE CREATOR: EL, ELOKIM AND ELOKEINU. IT THEN PROCEEDS TO EXPLAIN THE DESCENT OF THE LEVELS OF FILLING ZA AND MALCHUT WITH THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IN THE FORM OF LETTER COMBINATIONS. MAYIM – WATER, ASH – FIRE, RUACH – WIND CONSTITUTE THE THREE LINES IN ZA FROM AVI. SO, THE FIRST LETTERS IN ZA ORIGINATE IN AVI.  THE FOLLOWING COMBINATIONS EMERGED AFTERWARDS: ALEPH BEGOT MEM FROM ITS RIGHT SIDE, SO MEM STANDS TO ALEPH’S LEFT. MEM BEGOT SHIN AS THE MIDDLE LINE, BECAUSE MEM INITIALLY CONSISTS OF THE LEFT LINE, HAVING THE FORM OF A CLOSED MEM IN THE WORD ELOKIM. THIS IS THE WAY ALL THE LETTERS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET APPEARED.  
THE LETTERS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET
THE LETTERS ALEPH AND AYIN DO NOT DESIGNATE ANY PARTICULAR SOUND, ONLY THE ACCOMPANYING PUNCTUATION MARK DETERMINES THEIR PRONUNCIATION. THE LETTERS BET, CHAF, PEY WITH A DOT INSIDE ARE PRONOUNCED AS “B”, “K” AND “P”. THE ABSENCE OF A DOT CHANGES THEIR PRONUNCIATION TO “V”, “KH” AND “F”.  THE LETTER HEY IS NOT PRONOUNCED, BUT RATHER ASPIRATED.  THE SHAPE OF SOME, LETTERS CHANGES, WHEN THEY ARE PLACED AT THE END OF A WORD. THIS GROUP OF LETTERS IS COLLECTIVELY CALLED MANTZEPACH. THE EXTERNAL FORM OF LETTERS PROVIDES A DEEP INSIGHT INTO THEIR SPIRITUAL ESSENCE. THE PROTRUDING ELEMENT OF A LETTER SUGGESTS THAT THERE IS MORE-LIGHT IN THIS PART OF IT THAN IN ANOTHER. THE INFILL (MILUY) SPEAKS OF THE HEIGHT OF A CERTAIN SPIRITUAL LEVEL. A PUNCTUATION MARK (NIKUD) INDICATES THE ORIGIN OF EACH PART OF THE PARTZUF.  THE KELIM-SEFIROT ARE CALLED “LETTERS”; THEIR PUNCTUATION MARKS HAVE THE NAME “NEKUDOT”. THEY SPEAK ABOUT THE LIGHT, WHICH ENTERS AND EXITS THEM. A DOT ABOVE A LETTER (HOLAM) SIGNIFIES THE LIGHTS KETER AND HOCHMA, WHICH NEVER ENTER INTO THE KLI. THEREFORE, THE DOT IS LOCATED ABOVE THE LETTER. TWO HORIZONTALLY POSITIONED DOTS (TZERE) POINT TO THE SEFIROT HOCHMA AND BINA. BINA DOES NOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. THERE IS ONLY THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM IN IT (AVI IN BACK-TO-BACK STATE). BINA BY ITSELF IS ALSO CALLED TZERE, BECAUSE ZA RECEIVES EVERYTHING FROM IT. IF THERE IS A THIRD DOT BETWEEN THE TWO (SEGOL), IT MEANS THAT ZA RAISED ITS REQUEST FOR THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA TO AVI. THIS REQUEST OF ZA IN AVI IS CALLED DA’AT. DA’AT RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IN ORDER TO PASS IT ON TO ZA. THE PUNCTUATION MARK KAMATZ MEANS THAT ZA COLLECTS (MEKABETZ) THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. A DOT INDICATES MALCHUT WITH A REFLECTING SCREEN, BUT NOT A RECEIVING SCREEN. SUCH A FORM TESTIFIES TO THE ABSENCE OF LIGHT IN THIS KLI. IT IS JUST A BLACK POINT, BECAUSE THE LAW OF RESTRICTION RULES OVER IT. THE SEFIRA HOD IS AN INCLUSION OF MALCHUT’S PROPERTIES INTO ZA, WHICH MAKES A WHOLE PARTZUF MALCHUT FROM IT. THE LETTER HEY IN THE WORD HOD SIGNIFIES KETER IN MALCHUT, WHILE THE NINE LOWER SEFIROT OF MALCHUT ARE AMONG THE IMPURE FORCES THAT ARE ATTACHED TO THEM. THIS IS DESIGNATED BY AN ELONGATED LINE OF THE LETTER KUF, WHICH INDICATES THAT THE IMPURE FORCES RECEIVE THEIR STRENGTH FROM THE SPIRITUALLY PURE FORCES THROUGH THIS ELEMENT OF KUF. THE WHITE BACKGROUND MEANS THE SIMPLE, INDISTINGUISHABLE, AND THEREFORE IMPERCEPTIBLE LIGHT. WHAT WE CAN DISTINGUISH MAY ONLY BE EXPRESSED BY RESTRICTING THE SPREADING OF THIS WHITE COLOR. THE FORMS AND DEGREES OF SUCH A RESTRICTION ARE CALLED LETTERS. THAT IS WHY WE SEE BLACK OUTLINES ON THE WHITE BACKGROUND AND ONLY ATTAIN THE BLACK RESTRICTIONS. ANY SPREADING OF THE LIGHT IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS MUST HAVE ITS LIMITS, BUT IN ORDER TO DESCRIBE IT, BOTH ATTRACTION AND RESTRICTION OF THE LIGHT ARE NECESSARY. THESE TWO FORCES SHOULD ACT SIMULTANEOUSLY. SIMILARLY, WHEN WE PERCEIVE SOMETHING IN OUR SENSES, WE ONLY FEEL IT WITH THE HELP OF RESTRICTION. THE SURFACE OF AN OBJECT, A SOUND OR A LIGHT WAVE COLLIDES WITH ONE OF OUR SENSES, WHICH CAN PERCEIVE IT ONLY BECAUSE IT RESTRICTS ITS EXPANSION. ALL FORMS HAVE THEIR SPIRITUAL ROOTS. A CIRCLE ORIGINATES FROM THE FIRST RESTRICTION OF THE LIGHT IN THE WORLD OF INFINITY. SINCE THIS RESTRICTION WAS EQUAL AND UNIFORM, IT ASSUMED THE FORM OF A CIRCUMFERENCE. A VERTICAL LINE, LENGTH WITHOUT WIDTH, SIGNIFIES THAT SUCH A NOTION IS UNATTAINABLE BY US; THEREFORE, IT IS CALLED A “THIN LINE” OF SPREADING OF THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA CAN ONLY BE RECEIVED WITH THE HELP OF THE SCREEN IN MALCHUT. THE SCREEN CREATES THE REFLECTED LIGHT WHICH DRESSES THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. THEREFORE, THE UPPER LIGHT THAT COMES TO THE KLI IS CALLED A LINE.  A HORIZONTAL LINE IS WIDTH WITHOUT HEIGHT. WHEN A VERTICAL LINE – THE SPREADING OF THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FROM UP DOWNWARDS – COLLIDES WITH THE SCREEN, IT PASSES INTO A HORIZONTAL LINE (TO THE RIGHT) AND FORMS A SHAPE OF THE ENGLISH LETTER L, WHERE WIDTH IS DETERMINED BY THE FORCE OF THE REFLECTED LIGHT ASCENDING FROM THE SCREEN.  A RECTANGLE IS FORMED BY INTERLACING OF THE DESCENDING LIGHT OF HOCHMA AND THE REFLECTED LIGHT: FIVE VERTICAL DESCENDING LINES – THE FIVE SEFIROT OF THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA AND FIVE HORIZONTAL LINES FROM RIGHT TO LEFT – THE FIVE SEFIROT OF THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM. THE SIZE OF THE RECTANGLE’S SIDE IS CALLED AMAH. AMAH CONSISTS OF 5 PARTS - TEFACHIM (PL. OF TEFACH). HENCE, WE DEPICT THE KLI IN THE FORM OF A RECTANGLE. BOTH AMAH AND TEFACH ARE DISTANCE MEASURING UNITS. THE TWO KINDS OF LIGHT SPREADING, THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA AND THE REFLECTED LIGHT, ARE RESPECTIVELY CALLED THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT CHEEKS, WHICH THEN PASS INTO THE UPPER AND THE LOWER LIPS. THE REFLECTED LIGHT ONLY RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IN FOUR PARTS OF THE KLI AND NOT IN FIVE, BECAUSE AFTER THE FIRST RESTRICTION THE LIGHT MAY NOT BE RECEIVED IN MALCHUT. THIS IS WHY THERE ARE 4 X 4 = 16 TEETH ON THE LOWER JAW AND 16 TEETH ON THE UPPER JAW (THE REFLECTED LIGHT RESISTS, “CHEWS” BEFORE IT RECEIVES THE LIGHT INSIDE).  DURING THE SECOND RESTRICTION A TRIANGLE IS FORMED, SINCE MALCHUT ASCENDS TO BINA AND FORMS A SLANTED LINE. THUS, THE COMBINATION OF THE STRAIGHT LIGHT WITH THE REFLECTED LIGHT AND THE RESTRICTIONS BRING FORTH VARIOUS SPIRITUAL FORMS. THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM IS DEFINED AS “BULGING OUT”, BECAUSE A PROTRUSION BEYOND THE LIMITS OF THE SPIRITUAL BODY MEANS THAT: 1) THE LIGHT IS SO GREAT THAT IT EXCEEDS THE BOUNDS OF THE KLI; 2) IT ORIGINATES FROM THE MIDDLE LINE, TIFFERET. A CAVITY IN THE BODY OCCURS DUE TO THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 1) THE INSUFFICIENT LIGHT; THE LIGHT CANNOT SHINE THERE; 2) THERE IS THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA, BUT THE LACK OF HASSADIM PREVENTS IT FROM SHINING INSIDE THE KLI. 
THE PUNCTUATION MARKS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET (NEKUDOT)
NEKUDOT ARE DEFINED BY 3 LINES: IN THE HEAD: KAMATZ - KETER (CROWN) - THE RIGHT LINE PATACH - HOCHMA - THE LEFT LINE TZERE - BINA - THE MIDDLE LINE HOLAM - TIFFERET - THE MIDDLE LINE IN THE BODY: SEGOL - HESED - THE RIGHT LINE SHVAH - GVURA - THE LEFT LINE SHURUK - TIFFERET - THE MIDDLE LINE IN THE LIMBS: HIRIK - NETZAH - THE RIGHT LINE KUBBUTZ -  HOD - THE LEFT LINE MALCHUT - - THE MIDDLE LINE (HAS NO DESIGNATION)  ABOVE THE LETTERS - THE LIGHT OF NESHAMA IN THE LETTERS - THE LIGHT OF RUACH UNDER THE LETTERS - THE LIGHT OF NEFESH ZIVUG DE NEKUDOT IS THE INTERACTION BETWEEN HOCHMA OF ABBA AND HOCHMA OF IMA.  ZIVUG DE OTIOT IS THE INTERACTION BETWEEN BINA OF ABBA AND BINA OF IMA.  THE COMBINED LETTERS SIGNIFY THE REFLECTED LIGHT, WHICH EMERGES DURING THE ASCENT OF THE SCREEN FROM THE TABUR TO THE PEH. THEY ARE COMBINED, BECAUSE ALL OF THEM ASCEND TO THEIR ROOT, WHICH UNITES EVERYTHING. THE USE OF THE WILL TO RECEIVE, ALBEIT FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR, CAUSES SEPARATION.  THE LETTERS BECOME DISUNITED, WHEN THE LIGHT ENTERS INTO THE KLI (THE LETTERS OF HAVAYAH). THE FOUR LETTERS DISUNITE, BECAUSE THE LIGHT MAKES A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE SEFIROT. DEPENDING ON THEIR DIFFERENT PROPERTIES, IT DRESSES INTO THEM IN DIFFERENT WAYS.  THE TRULY FAITHFUL, WHO BELIEVE IN THE CREATOR, HIS PROVIDENCE, AND THE TORAH, NEED TWO BALANCED LINES FOR THEIR SPIRITUAL ADVANCEMENT. THE LEFT LINE – WISDOM, THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA ENTERS THE DESIRE TO RECEIVE, THE RIGHT LINE – FAITH, THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM IS THE ALTRUISTIC DESIRE TO BESTOW.  IF KNOWLEDGE PREVAILS, IT MEANS THAT MAN IS UNDER THE POWER OF THE IMPURE FORCES OF THE LEFT SIDE (KLIPAT SMOL). THIS RENDERS HIM TOTALLY UNABLE TO FEEL THE SPIRITUAL. A PREVALENCE OF FAITH PUTS HIM IN THE GRIP OF THE IMPURE FORCES OF THE RIGHT SIDE (KLIPAT YAMIN), WHICH CONVINCES HIM THAT HE HAS ACHIEVED PERFECTION. SUCH A PERSON BELIEVES THAT THERE IS NOTHING TO CORRECT, NOTHING ELSE TO WORK ON, AND THEREFORE CANNOT SPIRITUALLY PROGRESS.  “THE ZOHAR” CONTINUES: AND THE CREATOR SAID TO THE LETTER TAV: “THE WORD MAVET (DEATH) ENDS WITH YOU. SO, YOUR PROPERTIES ARE NOT SUITABLE FOR ME TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH YOU”. TAV THEN IMMEDIATELY LEFT.  THE MOMENT THE CREATOR SET ABOUT CREATING THE WORLD OF ZON BY SELECTING THEIR PROPERTIES, ALL THE 22 LETTERS OF ZON APPEARED BEFORE HIM, STARTING FROM THE LAST ONE – TAV UP TO ALEPH – THE HEAD OF ALL OF THEM. THE LETTERS CAME IN THE REVERSE ORDER, BECAUSE THEY CONSTITUTE THE MAN OF ZON, THE KELIM OF ZON, WHICH EMERGE FROM DOWN UPWARDS. THE REGULAR ALPHABET SEQUENCE CORRESPONDS TO THE LIGHT (MAD), WHICH DESCENDS FROM ABOVE. THE ORDER OF THE MAN IS OPPOSITE TO THAT OF THE MAD, BECAUSE IT RISES UP.  LETTERS ARE JUST THE DESIRES, PROPERTIES, AND THOUGHTS THAT IN MAN’S OPINION ARE SUITABLE FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF THE SPIRITUAL, OF THE CREATOR. MAN SKIPS FROM ONE THOUGHT TO ANOTHER. AT ONE MOMENT HE THINKS THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO ATTAIN THE UPPER WORLDS WITH ONE PROPERTY, AT ANOTHER HE BELIEVES HE CAN ENTER THE SPIRITUAL SPHERES BY MASTERING ANOTHER PROPERTY. NOW HE BEGINS TO PERSISTENTLY OBSERVE ALL THE COMMANDMENTS AND PRAY WITH ZEAL; HE DISREGARDS ALL THE ACTIONS AND PLUNGES INTO CONTEMPLATION AND READING. SOMETIMES HE ONLY CRAVES FOR KNOWLEDGE, SOMETIMES YEARNS FOR FAITH BORDERING ON FANATICISM.  THERE ARE TWO EXTREMES IN OUR WORLD – KNOWLEDGE AND FAITH. SIMILARLY, AS MAN ASCENDS THE SPIRITUAL LADDER TO THE CREATOR, HE WORKS ON THE ATTAINMENT OF KNOWLEDGE AND FAITH. HENCE RABBI Y. ASHLAG’S COMMENTARY ON “THE ZOHAR” IS ENTITLED SULAM (LADDER).  EACH OF THE 22 HEBREW LETTERS REPRESENTS A CERTAIN PROPERTY. AT TIMES IT SEEMS TO MAN THAT THE PROPERTY OF THE LETTER TAV IS SUITABLE FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF THE SPIRITUAL; SOMETIMES HE BELIEVES THAT OTHER LETTERS ARE MORE APPROPRIATE. THIS OCCURS BECAUSE IN THE PROCESS OF HIS SPIRITUAL ASCENT MAN BEGINS TO BETTER UNDERSTAND THE TRUE PURPOSE OF CREATION. THUS, HE CONTINUES TO SORT OUT EVERYTHING UNTIL HIS SEARCH YIELDS THE TRUTH: ONLY THE LETTER BET, WHICH STANDS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE WORD BRACHAH (BLESSING), MAY HELP MAN TO ACHIEVE THE GOAL AND MERGE WITH THE CREATOR. “THE ZOHAR” NARRATES HOW THE LETTERS – PROPERTIES, FORCES, AND DESIRES – COME TO THE CREATOR. BY OFFERING UP HIS PRAYER (MAN), MAN ASKS FOR SOME PROPERTY THAT SEEMS LIKE A REAL GOAL TO HIM. EACH LETTER TRIES TO PROVE THAT IT IS BEST SUITED FOR ACHIEVING THE SENSATION OF THE CREATOR AND MERGING WITH HIM. THE CREATOR STATES THAT THE LETTER BET IS THE BEST AND ONLY ONE THAT CAN HELP MAN TO ESTABLISH CONTACT WITH HIM. THAT IS WHY THE TORAH BEGINS WITH THIS LETTER. THE DESCRIPTION OF THE LETTER-DESIGNATED SPIRITUAL FORCES IS INCREDIBLY DEEP. TO HAVE A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF IT, WE NEED TO RECEIVE SOME PRELIMINARY EXPLANATIONS. THE CREATION OF THE WORLD INCLUDES ITS EXISTENCE AND PERFECTION. THE WORLD SHOULD BE ABLE TO ACHIEVE THE EXALTED PURPOSE FOR WHICH IT WAS CREATED.  THE CREATOR MADE THE WORLD CONSISTING OF TWO CONTRASTING FORCES. AGAINST EACH ALTRUISTIC FORCE THERE IS AN IMPURE, EGOISTICAL ONE, WHICH IS EQUAL AND OPPOSITE OF THE PURE ONE. THERE SIMULTANEOUSLY EXIST BOTH, THE FOUR PURE WORLDS OF THE ABYA AND THE FOUR IMPURE ONES.  THEREFORE, IN OUR WORLD, AT THE LAST LEVEL OF THE WORLD OF ASSIYA, A SPIRITUALLY EVOLVED PERSON THAT FEELS THE CREATOR LOOKS NO DIFFERENT FROM A SPIRITUALLY UNDEVELOPED ONE. THIS MEANS THAT THE PERSON, WHO DOES NOT FEEL THE SPIRITUAL, IS TOTALLY UNABLE TO DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN SPIRITUAL PURITY AND IMPURITY.  WE SEE THAT THE PERSON IN OUR WORLD CANNOT ADVANCE WITH THE HELP OF THE PURE FORCES. ON THE CONTRARY, HIS EGOISTICAL ASPIRATIONS PROVIDE HIM WITH ENOUGH STRENGTH TO GAIN EVERYTHING IN THE WORLD. HOW OFTEN WE SEE FERVENT FANATICS IMMERSED IN THEIR IMPURE DESIRES BOTH OF THIS WORLD AND IN THE WORLD TO COME. YET THE PERSON THAT ASPIRES TO THE CREATOR HAS NO STRENGTH TO MAKE EVEN A SLIGHTEST SPIRITUAL MOVEMENT! THERE IS NO PROOF IN OUR WORLD THAT MAN ADVANCES DOWN THE RIGHT PATH. ONE SHOULD ON NO ACCOUNT MAKE CONCLUSIONS BASED ON ONE’S LIFE EXPERIENCE OR A “COMMON SENSE”. SO HOW CAN THE PERSON IN THIS WORLD EXIST AND ADVANCE TOWARDS THE PURPOSE OF CREATION IF HE CANNOT TELL GOOD FROM EVIL, HOLY FROM IMPURE? THERE IS A SIGN BY WHICH WE CAN DISTINGUISH HOLINESS FROM IMPURITY: THE IMPURE FORCE BEARS NO SPIRITUAL FRUIT; HENCE, THE PEOPLE THAT ADVANCE THROUGH THE IMPURE WORLDS OF THE ABYA DO NOT ACHIEVE ANYTHING SPIRITUAL.  IN § 18 OF THE INTRODUCTION TO “THE STUDY OF TEN SEFIROT” IT IS WRITTEN THAT IF MAN IS ON THE RIGHT PATH, HE CAN REVEAL THE SECRETS OF THE TORAH IN 3 TO 5 YEARS. THE CREATOR HELPS THOSE WHO WISH TO ACQUIRE ALTRUISTIC DESIRES EVEN MORE THAN THEY ASK FOR. THUS, THEY ACHIEVE THE CHERISHED GOAL. FROM BELOW MAN ASPIRES TO THE CREATOR WITH HIS SMALL DESIRE (MAN), AND FROM ABOVE THE CREATOR POURS ON HIM THE ENORMOUS SPIRITUAL DESIRES AND POWERS (MAD). THIS IS THE ONLY OPPORTUNITY TO CHECK ON WHETHER THE TRACK THE PERSON ADVANCES ON IS RIGHT OR WRONG, WHETHER IT LEADS TO ALTRUISM OR TO EVEN BIGGER EGOISM. BY NO MEANS CAN A PERSON’S SOARING ELATION BE THE SIGN OF THE CORRECT ADVANCEMENT. JUST BEING IN THE STATE OF PERFECTION, WELL-BEING, AND CONTENTMENT, THE PERSON SHOULD ASK HIMSELF: “HAVE I ATTAINED THE SECRETS OF THE TORAH?” UNLESS HE HAS NOT YET ACHIEVED THE PURPOSE, HIS “PERFECTION” IS IMPURE.  THE PERSON SHOULD CONSTANTLY CLING TO THE MIDDLE LINE – A BALANCE OF FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE – IN THE FOLLOWING THREE NOTIONS: THE CREATOR, HIS PROVIDENCE AND THE TORAH. ON NO ACCOUNT SHOULD HE ADVANCE BY EITHER FAITH OR KNOWLEDGE ALONE. IN CASE THE PERSON WANTS TO APPREHEND THE CREATOR, HIS PROVIDENCE, AND THE TORAH, HE WILL ENTER SPIRITUAL DARKNESS, FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF WISDOM (OHR HOCHMA) WITHOUT THE LIGHT OF MERCY (OHR HASSADIM). SUCH A STATE IS CALLED THE LEFT IMPURE FORCE, “KLIPAT ESAU”. IF THE PERSON WISHES TO ADVANCE BY WAY OF FAITH, HE ENTERS THE RIGHT IMPURE FORCE, “KLIPAT ISHMAEL”, WHICH TELLS HIM HE IS IN THE STATE OF PERFECTION. IN THAT CASE HE SEES NO POINT IN HIS WORK AND HIS ADVANCEMENTS STOPS.  IN OTHER WORDS, EVEN IF THE PERSON IS FULL OF JOY (AND THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT THE TORAH URGES THE PERSON TO FEEL, BECAUSE HE THEREFORE PERCEIVES THE CREATOR’S PROVIDENCE AS JUST AND KIND), UNLESS HE HAS ATTAINED THE SECRETS OF THE TORAH, HIS PATH IS CONSIDERED ERRONEOUS. THE PERSON LACKS THE INTENTION “FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR”, WHICH REVEALS THE TORAH SECRETS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLAINS THE PROPERTIES OF THE HEBREW LETTERS AND THEIR PECULIARITIES. ALL THE LETTERS COME BEFORE THE CREATOR ASKING HIM TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH THEIR PROPERTIES. EACH OF THE 22 LETTERS REPRESENTS A SPIRITUAL LEVEL IN THE WORLDS OF THE ABYA AND BELIEVES THAT ITS PURE SPIRITUAL PROPERTIES ARE MOST SUITABLE FOR THE TASK. EACH OF THEM THINKS THAT BY ACQUIRING ITS PROPERTIES, THE INHABITANTS OF THE WORLD WILL BE ABLE TO ELEVATE THE PURE FORCES ABOVE THE IMPURE ONES AND ACHIEVE THE PURPOSE OF CREATION. HOWEVER, THE CREATOR SAYS TO EACH LETTER THAT AGAINST THEIR PURE FORCES THERE ARE CORRESPONDING IMPURE ONES, HENCE THE PERSON WILL BE UNABLE TO PRECISELY DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE TWO AND ACHIEVE THE GOAL. ONLY THE LETTER BET, WHICH IS CALLED “THE CREATOR’S BLESSING”, WAS FREE FROM THE INFLUENCE OF THE IMPURE FORCES.  AND THE CREATOR CONSENTED TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH THE LETTER BET, BECAUSE ITS PURE PROPERTY IS THE ONLY ONE THAT CAN DISCRIMINATE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL AND DETERMINE WHEN THE PERSON WORKS FOR HIMSELF AND WHEN HE WORKS FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE. THEREFORE, THE WORLD CAN ONLY EXIST BY THE PROPERTY OF THIS LETTER. IT ENABLES THE PERSON TO EXTRACT THE PURE ASPIRATIONS FROM THE “MIXTURE” OF THE PERSON’S DESIRES AND TO ELEVATE THEM ABOVE THE IMPURE ONES. THUS, THE PERSON COMPLETELY CORRECTS HIS NATURE. “THE ZOHAR” SAYS THAT ONLY THE CREATOR’S HELP, WHICH IS KNOWN AS BLESSING, IS THE FORCE CAPABLE OF FREEING THE PERSON FROM THE POWER OF THE IMPURE FORCES. THIS BLESSING DESCENDS UPON THOSE THAT ARE ADVANCING ALONG THE RIGHT PATH.  THE RIGHT PATH IS A COMBINATION OF THREE CONDITIONS: (I) THE PERSON’S EFFORTS IN STUDYING (ONLY!) THE GENUINE KABBALISTIC SOURCES; (II) HIS CONTACT WITH A TRUE KABBALIST, WHOM HE CONSIDERS AS RAV; (III) HIS CONTACT WITH THE LIKE-MINDED PEOPLE, WHO SEEK SPIRITUAL ELEVATION. A MORE DETAILED EXPLANATION WILL ONLY BE PROVIDED TO A SERIOUS STUDENT. ALL THE 22 LETTERS ARE DIVIDED INTO 3 LEVELS: BINA, ZEIR ANPIN (ZA) AND MALCHUT, SINCE THERE ARE NO KELIM (I.E. LETTERS) ABOVE BINA. THE 22 LETTERS IN BINA ARE CALLED BIG, THE 22 LETTERS IN ZA ARE CALLED MIDDLE AND THE 22 LETTERS IN MALCHUT ARE CALLED SMALL. EACH OF THE THREE SEFIROT CONSISTS OF THREE LEVELS. THE 22 LETTERS OF BINA CONTAIN THEIR OWN BINA, ZA AND MALCHUT. ZA HAS ITS TEN SEFIROT. ITS BINA, ZA AND MALCHUT INCLUDE 22 LETTERS. THE SAME APPLIES TO MALCHUT.  THE 22 LETTERS OF EACH LEVEL ARE DIVIDED INTO THREE TYPES: FROM ALEPH TO TET (1– 9) – THESE ARE THE NINE SEFIROT OF BINA; FROM YUD TO TZADI (10 - 90) - THESE ARE THE NINE SEFIROT OF ZA; AND THE FOUR LETTERS KUF, RESH, SHIN AND TAV (100 - 400) – THESE ARE THE FOUR SEFIROT OF MALCHUT, BECAUSE MALCHUT IS LOCATED BELOW CHAZEH OF ZA, WHICH CORRESPONDS TO THE FOUR SEFIROT OF ZA.  BINA, ONES, LARGE LETTERS, 9 LETTERS: ALEPH, BET, GIMEL, DALET, HEY, VAV, ZAYIN, CHET, TET.  ZA, TENS, MIDDLE LETTERS, 9 LETTERS: YUD, KAF, LAMED, MEM, NUN, SAMECH, AYIN, PEH, TZADI.  MALCHUT, HUNDREDS, SMALL LETTERS, 4 LETTERS: KUF, RESH, SHIN, TAV. IT IS KNOWN THAT ONES ARE IN MALCHUT, TENS ARE IN ZA AND HUNDREDS ARE IN BINA, BUT IT CONTRADICTS THE AFORESAID. THIS IS CAUSED BY THE INVERSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE LIGHTS AND THE KELIM: THE LOWEST LIGHT ENTERS INTO THE HIGHEST KELIM. THE UPPER KELIM ARE THE FIRST TO EMERGE, FROM KETER DOWN TO MALCHUT, WHILE THE SMALLEST LIGHT NEFESH ENTERS FIRST, FOLLOWED BY RUACH, NESHAMA, HAYA AND YECHIDA. IF THERE ARE ONLY ONES IN THE KELIM, FROM ALEPH TO TET, THEN ONLY THE LIGHT NEFESH IS PRESENT. IF TENS ARE ADDED, THE LIGHT RUACH ENTERS INTO THE KELIM. IF HUNDREDS ARE ADDED, THE LIGHT NESHAMA FILLS THE VESSELS. THEREFORE, HUNDREDS ARE DEFINED AS BINA, TENS – AS ZA AND ONES – AS MALCHUT. AS REGARDS THE KELIM THE ORDER IS INVERSE: ONES ARE IN BINA; TENS ARE IN ZA AND HUNDREDS ARE IN MALCHUT. BINA: THE LIGHT (100) - THE KELIM (1); ZA: THE LIGHT (10) - THE KELIM (10); MALCHUT: THE LIGHT (1) - THE KELIM (100). THE LETTERS DESCEND FROM BINA TO ZA AND THEN TO MALCHUT. WHEN THE LETTERS DESCEND FROM BINA TO ZA, THEY FORM THREE LINES: 22/3 = 7 LETTERS IN EACH. THE REMAINING EIGHTH LETTER IS ADDED TO THE MIDDLE LINE. THESE 22 LETTERS IN THREE LINES DESCEND TO MALCHUT, WHICH CONSISTS OF 5 TERMINAL LETTERS MANTZEPACH, WHICH BRINGS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF LETTERS IN MALCHUT TO 22 + 5 = 27. THE MIDDLE LINE IS CALLED “THE FIRMAMENT”. SO WHEN “THE ZOHAR” SPEAKS OF LETTERS OF THE FIRMAMENT, IT MEANS THAT THE TWO LINES 7 + 7 = 14 = YUD + DALET = YAD (HAND) WRITE ALL THE 22 LETTERS IN THE FIRMAMENT (ZA) BY WAY OF THE MIDDLE LINE. THAT IS HOW ONE SHOULD INTERPRET THE WORDS OF THE TORAH ABOUT THE HAND THAT WRITES THE LETTERS IN THE SKY. THE 22 LETTERS OF THE TORAH ARE THE KELIM TO BE FILLED THE LIGHT OF NARAN. ONES: FROM ALEPH TO YUD ARE THE KLI INTENDED FOR THE LIGHT OF BINA (NESHAMA). TENS: FROM YUD TO KUF ARE THE KLI MEANT FOR THE LIGHT OF ZA (RUACH). HUNDREDS: FROM KUF TO TAV ARE THE KLI FOR THE LIGHT OF MALCHUT (NEFESH). THE LETTERS ARE THE KELIM, IN WHICH THE LIGHT DRESSES. IN ALL THERE ARE 22 SPECIAL PROPERTIES AND CONSEQUENTLY 22 SYMBOLS CALLED LETTERS THAT DESCRIBE THEM. AS THE COMBINATIONS OF THE 22 HEBREW LETTERS SUFFICE FOR DESCRIPTION OF ALL THE EXISTING KNOWLEDGE, SO THE COMBINATIONS OF THE PROPERTIES, DESIRES OF THE PARTZUF SUFFICIENT FOR RECEIVING AND GIVING THE LIGHT, CARRY OUT ALL THE SPIRITUAL ACTIONS AND LEAD ALL THE LETTERS (THE PERSON’S DESIRES) TO CORRECTION. LETTERS REPRESENT VARIOUS CORRELATIONS OF ZON: A) ZA, WHICH CONSISTS OF 6 PARTS OF ITS LIMBS, MALCHUT’S HUSBAND DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER VAV, THE SEFIRA YESOD – THE LEVEL OF AN EMBRYO; B) ZA DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER VAV, THE SEFIRA TIFFERET, WHICH CONSISTS OF 6 PARTS OF ITS HANDS, THE LEVEL OF NURSING; C) ZA STANDS BETWEEN AVI; NUKVAH SHOULD ASCEND TO ZA AND REACH THE LEVEL OF RECEPTION OF THE OHR HOCHMA. D) ZA, THE LETTER VAV WITH THE TEN SEFIROT KETER-HOCHMA ABOVE IT AND THE TEN SEFIROT BINA-TIFFERET-MALCHUT BELOW IT, MAKE UP THE LETTER ALEPH. THE FINAL CORRECTED STATE WILL COME, WHEN MALCHUT ASCENDS TO KETER OF ZA (THE UPPER YUD IN THE LETTER ALEPH). WHEN MALCHUT RISES ABOVE THE PARSA (VAV), IT RECEIVES THE LIGHT DIRECTLY FROM AVI. WHEN IT DESCENDS BELOW VAV, IT RECEIVES FROM ZA. AS MALCHUT ASCENDS, IT FORMS TA’AMIM (TONE MARKS). WHEN MALCHUT DESCENDS, IT IS CALLED NEKUDA (POINT). AS MALCHUT MERGES WITH ZA, IT IS REFERRED TO AS POINT INSIDE VAV (SHURUK).  THE ORDER OF ATBASH: THERE IS A SPECIAL COMBINATION OF LETTERS, E.G. THE FIRST WITH THE LAST (A - T), THE SECOND WITH THE ONE BUT LAST (B - SH) ETC. THEY DESIGNATE THE CONDITIONS FOR SPREADING OF THE UPPER LIGHT FROM UP DOWNWARDS. MANTZEPACH: ALL THE WORLDS AND PARTZUFIM WERE CREATED WITH THE 22 LETTERS OF MALCHUT. THE SCREEN IS LOCATED IN THE HEAD OF THE PARTZUF AND IT PREVENTS THE LIGHT FROM ENTERING. IT PUSHES IT AWAY, CALCULATES HOW MUCH IT CAN RECEIVE FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR AND ONLY THEN DOES IT ACCEPT THE LIGHT.  EACH OF THE 5 LEVELS OF MALCHUT’S WILL TO RECEIVE HAS A CORRESPONDING RESTRICTION IN THE SCREEN LOCATED IN THE PEH IN ORDER TO PREVENT THE LIGHT FROM ENTERING INTO THE BODY. THEREFORE, THE SCREEN IN THE PEH CONSISTS OF 5 PARTS, FORCES. THESE 5 RESTRICTIVE FORCES IN THE SCREEN ARE DESIGNATED BY FIVE TERMINAL LETTERS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET: MEM-NUN-TZADI-PEY-CHAF (ABBREVIATED AS MANTZEPACH). THEY ARE CALLED TERMINAL, BECAUSE THEY ARE USED ONLY AT THE END OF WORDS. THESE FORCES DETERMINE RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT IN THE BODY OF THE PARTZUF AND CONSEQUENTLY BRING FORTH THE OTHER 22 LETTERS (THE KELIM, THE CORRECTED DESIRES, WHICH RECEIVE THE LIGHT). ALTHOUGH THE 5 LETTERS OF THE MANTZEPACH ARE ONLY FOUND AT THE END OF WORDS, IN THE ORAL SPEECH THEY STAND FOR FIVE GROUPS OF PRONUNCIATION OF THE 22 LETTERS. THE LETTERS OF THE MANTZEPACH STAND AT THE HEAD OF EACH GROUP.  THE 5 LETTERS OF THE MANTZEPACH FORM 5 GROUPS OF SOUNDS: 1. PEH-KETER: A GROUP OF 4 SOUNDS-LETTERS EMERGES FROM THE THROAT. THEY ARE CALLED ACHHA – ALEPH-CHET-HEY-AYIN. ALEPH IS THE LIGHT OF THE PARTZUF KETER OF ATZILUT CONCEALED FROM THE LOWER PARTZUFIM. IT IS CALLED ATIK. CHET IS THE LIGHT OF THE PARTZUF HOCHMA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT CALLED ARICH ANPIN. HEY STANDS FOR THE LIGHT OF THE PARTZUF BINA OF ATZILUT CALLED IMA (MOTHER). IT RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FROM ABBA (FATHER) IN ORDER TO PASS IT ON TO ITS CHILDREN (ZON). AYIN IS THE LIGHT OF ZEIR ANPIN’S FACE. SINCE THE LIGHT OF ZA, WHICH ENTERS MALCHUT, IS CALLED THE TORAH, IT IS SAID THAT THE TORAH HAS AYIN = 70 FACES, THAT THE CREATOR (ZA) HAS AYIN = 70 NAMES. WITH REGARD TO MALCHUT, ZA IS THE CREATOR. THEREFORE, 70 SOULS DESCENDED TO EGYPT. 2. CHAF-HOCHMA: A GROUP OF 4 SOUNDS-LETTERS EMERGES FROM THE PALATE. THEY ARE CALLED GICHIK – GIMEL-YUD-CHAF-KUF. THE LETTERS ACHHA TRANSFER THE LIGHT TO THE LETTERS GICHIK: ALEPH PASSES THE LIGHT TO GIMEL GIVING REWARD (GEMUL - GIMEL) TO THE RIGHTEOUS ONES. CHET PASSES THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA TO YUD, BUT THIS LIGHT IS CONCEALED. HEY SHINES UPON CHAF WITH THE LIGHT OF BINA BRINGING IT JOY. AYIN SHINES UPON KUF. AYIN = 70, BECAUSE IT CONSISTS OF THE 7 SEFIROT HESED-GVURA-TIFFERET-NETZAH-HODYESOD-MALCHUT, EACH CONTAINING 10 SEFIROT OF ITS OWN. SIMILARLY, KUF = 100, BECAUSE IT CONSISTS OF THE 10 SEFIROT FROM KETER TO MALCHUT, EACH CONSISTING OF ITS OWN 10. HENCE THE PALATE COMPLEMENTS THE THROAT.  3. NUN-BINA: A GROUP OF 4 SOUNDS-LETTERS EMERGES FROM THE TONGUE. THEY ARE CALLED DATLAT. 4. MEM-ZA: A GROUP OF 4 SOUNDS-LETTERS EMERGES FROM THE LIPS. THEY ARE CALLED BOMOCH – BET-VAV-MEM-CHAF. 5. TZADI-MALCHUT: A GROUP OF 4 SOUNDS-LETTERS EMERGES FROM THE TEETH. THEY ARE CALLED ZASSHRATZ – ZAIN-SAMECH-SHIN-RESH-TZADI. VOICE AND SPEECH: VOICE IS FORMED IN ZA, THE SPEECH – IN MALCHUT. IF THE RIGHTEOUS PERSON, WHO IS IN THE WORLDS OF THE BYA, RAISES HIS PRAYERS (MAN) TO THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, HE CAUSES ZON TO ASCEND TO AVI, BRINGS THEM TOGETHER IN A CONSTANT ZIVUG IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE LOWER PARTZUFIM WITH THE LIGHT. ZON RECEIVES THE LIGHT FROM AVI. THIS LIGHT IS CALLED “VOICE” AND “SPEECH”. MAN’S SPEECH IS CONCEIVED IN THE LUNGS: AFTER EXITING THE LUNGS AND REACHING THE MOUTH, AIR TURNS TO VOICE, AND THEN, AS IT LEAVES THE MOUTH, IT BECOMES SPEECH. EACH OF THE LUNGS CONSISTS OF 5 PARTS SO AS TO PASS AIR TO THE 5 PARTS OF THE MOUTH: TO THE GUTTURAL LETTERS ACHHA, TO THE LABIAL LETTERS BOMOCH, TO THE PALATAL LETTERS GICHIK, TO THE LINGUAL LETTERS DATLAT AND TO THE DENTAL LETTERS ZASSHRATZ. THE 7 PRINCIPAL SEFIROT OF ZA ARE CALLED “7 HEAVENS”. THE 70 NAMES OF ZA ORIGINATE FROM THE 70 (7 X 10) SEFIROT OF ZA. ZA IS CALLED “THE HEAVENS”, MALCHUT IS CALLED “THE EARTH”. THE SEFIROT OF ZA ARE ALSO KNOWN AS RUACH (BY THE LIGHT RUACH IN THEM). IT RISES TO BINA (EARS) AND TURNS INTO SOUND, WITH HOCHMA IN THE LEFT EAR AND HASSADIM IN THE RIGHT ONE.  
THE LETTER TAV
EACH OF THE 22 LETTERS CORRESPONDS TO A CERTAIN SPIRITUAL LEVEL, ON WHICH IT ACTS. RATHER, THE LETTER ITSELF IS A SPIRITUAL LEVEL. HENCE THE LETTER TAV CLAIMS THAT ITS PROPERTIES ARE THE MOST SUITABLE FOR THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. IT STATES THAT ITS PROPERTIES CAN LEAD THE WORLD TO THE FINAL CORRECTION AND TO THE PURPOSE OF CREATION, BECAUSE IT DEFINES THE PROPERTY OF “THE TRUTH”, THE CREATOR’S SEAL. THE IMPURE FORCES EXIST ON THE ACCOUNT OF THE LIGHT RECEIVED FROM THE PURE FORCES. THIS LIGHT IS CALLED “NER DAKIK” (SMALL CANDLE). THE IMPURE FORCES WOULD NEITHER BE ABLE TO EXIST NOR FUNCTION WITHOUT THIS LIGHT, TEMPTING MAN WITH THE PLEASURES THEY RECEIVED FROM THE TINY SPARK, WHICH FELL FROM THE PURE SEFIROT. THEREFORE, THE LOWEST PURE LEVEL LETS A LITTLE UPPER LIGHT THROUGH TO THE IMPURE FORCES.  WITHOUT THE SUPPORT OF THE PURE FORCES, THE IMPURE FORCES WOULD INSTANTLY DISAPPEAR. A QUESTION ARISES: WHO NEEDS THEM TO EXIST AND WHAT FOR? CERTAINLY, THE IMPURE FORCES WERE CREATED ON A PAR WITH THE PURE ONES BY THE CREATOR, BECAUSE THERE IS NO OTHER POWER IN THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE BESIDES HIM. IT WAS NECESSARY TO CREATE THE IMPURE FORCES IN ORDER TO CONCENTRATE THEM IN THE ENORMOUS DESIRES TO RECEIVE PLEASURE, IN IMMENSE EGOISM. THE SYSTEM OF THE IMPURE WORLDS OF ABYA SERVES AS A KIND OF STOREHOUSE OF DESIRES, FROM WHICH THE PERSON CAN TAKE MORE AND MORE DESIRES SO AS TO CORRECT THEM. THUS, BY ATTACHING THE UNCORRECTED IMPURE FORCES TO HIMSELF AND CORRECTING THEM, MAN CAN GRADUALLY ASCEND UP TO THE LEVEL OF THE CREATOR. THIS IS THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH THE CREATOR CREATED THE IMPURE FORCES AND MAINTAINS THEM THROUGH THE SYSTEM OF THE PURE FORCES.  THE IMPURE SYSTEM OF THE WORLDS ABYA IS ON THE SAME LEVEL WITH THE PURE ONE. OUR WORLD IS LOCATED UNDER THESE TWO SPIRITUAL SYSTEMS. OUR WORLD IS ALSO CALLED EGOISTIC AND IMPURE, BUT ITS FORCES AND DESIRES ARE SO INSIGNIFICANT THAT THEY ARE WAY BELOW THE WORLDS OF THE IMPURE ABYA. WHEN A PERSON OVERCOMES THE LEVEL OF OUR WORLD’S EGOISM, HE ENTERS THE PURE WORLD OF ASSIYA. HE IMMEDIATELY BECOMES EXPOSED TO THE INFLUENCE OF THE IMPURE WORLD OF ASSIYA, WHICH BEGINS TO TEMPT HIM WITH ITS FALSE PLEASURES. WHILE OVERCOMING THE TEMPTATIONS OF THE IMPURE WORLD OF ASSIYA, THE PERSON SPIRITUALLY ASCENDS. BUT UNTIL HE SURMOUNTS THE IMPURE DESIRES OF HIS BODY, OF OUR WORLD, HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ENTER (TO FEEL) THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS, BEING TOO WEAK TO WITHSTAND THE IMPURE FORCES THAT ACT THERE. UNLIKE THE SPIRITUAL FORCES, MAN IN OUR WORLD IS ONLY INFLUENCED BY THE SMALL EGOISTICAL FORCE CALLED HIS “BODY”, HIS EGO. HE CAN STRUGGLE WITH THIS FORCE, SOMETIMES OVERCOMING IT AND SOMETIMES LOSING THE BATTLE. BUT EVEN DEFEATED, MAN RETAINS THE TINY SPARK OF THE LIGHT (NER DAKIK), WHICH SUSTAINS HIS EXISTENCE. RABBI ASHLAG GIVES THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLE: MAN’S WORK IN THIS WORLD RESEMBLES WRITING ON THE BLACKBOARD WHERE ANY MISTAKE MAY BE WIPED OFF WITHOUT HARM UNTIL HE LEARNS TO WRITE CORRECTLY. ONLY THEN IS HE GIVEN INK AND PAPER, I.E. HE RECEIVES PERMISSION TO ENTER THE SPIRITUAL REALM. THIS IS BECAUSE A MISTAKE IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD ENTAILS THE LOSS OF ALL THAT HE GAINED. MAN WILL HAVE TO START ALL OVER AGAIN!  THEREFORE, OUR WORLD IS THE MOST INSIGNIFICANT OF ALL. EVERYONE IS OBLIGED TO BEGIN HERE AND EVERYONE WILL BE BOUND TO RETURN TO IT, BE BORN AGAIN AND AGAIN UNTIL ONE CROSSES THE BOUNDARY SEPARATING OUR WORLD FROM THE SPIRITUAL ONE. (HOWEVER, THERE ARE QUITE A FEW CONDITIONS TO BE MET FOR THE SOUL TO BE ABLE NOT TO DESCEND TO THIS WORLD ANYMORE. THE DESERVING ONES WILL COMPREHEND.) THE VERTICAL LINE, THE LEG OF THE LETTER KUF, DESCENDS BELOW THE LINE OF WRITING, WHICH MEANS THAT THE LIGHT PASSES TO THE IMPURE FORCES THROUGH THIS LETTER. NO OTHER LETTER DESCENDS BELOW THE LINE OF WRITING LIKE KUF. TO ENABLE THE IMPURE FORCES TO EXIST (BOTH THE PURE AND IMPURE CREATIONS CAN ONLY EXIST THANKS TO RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT), THE LAST, LOWEST LEVEL OF THE PURE FORCES DESCENDS INTO THE IMPURE FORCES AND PASS THEM THE LIGHT SO CRUCIAL FOR THEIR EXISTENCE AND FUNCTIONING. AT FIRST THE LEFT LEG OF THE LETTER TAV DESCENDED BELOW THE LINE OF WRITING. BUT THE CREATOR SAW THAT THE IMPURE FORCES WILL BE TOO CLOSELY CONNECTED WITH THE PURE FORCES, SO HE SEVERED THIS CONNECTION AND ELEVATED THE LEFT LEG OF THE LETTER TAV TO THE LINE OF WRITING, TO THE LEVEL OF THE PURE FORCES. AS A RESULT OF THIS SHORTENING, THE LEFT LEG OF TAV DOUBLES IN THICKNESS (BECAUSE IT FOLDS IN TWO). NO LIGHT PASSES THROUGH IT TO THE IMPURE FORCES ANYMORE. BY HOLDING THE IMPURE FORCES AT BAY, IT EVEN BECOMES THE CREATOR’S SEAL. TAV DOES NOT PERMIT THEM TO STEAL THE UPPER LIGHT; ON THE CONTRARY, ONCE THEY TOUCH IT, THEY INSTANTLY DIE. ALL THE LIFE-FORCE NECESSARY FOR MAINTAINING THE EXISTENCE OF THE IMPURE FORCES IS PASSED THROUGH THE LETTER KUF, BECAUSE BEING THE FIRST LETTER OF MALCHUT, IT IS REMOTE FROM THEM. HENCE THERE IS NO EXCESSIVE RISK THAT ITS CONNECTION WITH THE IMPURE FORCES WOULD BECOME TOO STRONG. MALCHUT CONSISTS OF JUST FOUR LETTERS FROM UP DOWNWARDS: KUF, RESH, SHIN AND TAV. KUF IS THE FIRST, TAV IS THE LAST. BELOW IT THE IMPURE FORCES ARE LOCATED. SO, IF THEY RECEIVE THE LIGHT FROM KUF, WHICH IS THE REMOTEST LETTER FROM THEM, THE IMPURE FORCES HAVE NO WAY OF “STEALING” MORE-LIGHT THAN MALCHUT IS OBLIGED TO GIVE THEM. THIS LETTER IS CALLED KUF TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THE IMPURE SYSTEM OF THE ABYA RECEIVES ITS STRENGTH FROM IT. PRETENDING TO BE THE TRUE PATH TO THE CREATOR, “LI SHEMA” IT MISLEADS PEOPLE. BUT THE PURE FORCES STATE THAT ONLY WITH THE HELP OF THE TORAH CAN MAN CORRECT HIS PROPERTIES AND MERGE WITH THE CREATOR. THIS IS WHAT THE LETTER TAV SAID, BECAUSE IT IS THE CREATOR’S SEAL OF THE TRUTH. IT STANDS AT THE END OF THE PURE SYSTEM AND DOES NOT ALLOW THE IMPURE FORCES TO COME INTO CONTACT WITH THE PURE ONES, CLING TO THEM AND THEN POSE AS IF THEY ARE PURE. IT CLAIMS THAT ITS PROPERTIES ARE WORTHY OF BECOMING THE BASIS FOR THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, FOR THE ANALYSIS OF GOOD AND EVIL, PURITY AND IMPURITY. THE INHABITANTS OF THIS WORLD MAY BE SURE THAT BY ACQUIRING ITS PROPERTIES THEY WILL ACHIEVE THE PURPOSE OF CREATION. THE FOUR LETTERS KUF-RESH-SHIN-TAV MAKE UP THE FOUR SEFIROT OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT: KETER-HOCHMA-BINA-TIFFERET, WHERE TIFFERET CONSISTS OF THE SIX SEFIROT HESED-GVURATIFFERET-NETZAH-HOD-YESOD. BUT WHEN THE LETTER KUF IS BY ITSELF, WITHOUT RESH-SHINTAV, THE TORAH, WHICH SPREADS IN THE WORLDS OF THE BYA, SHINES UPON THE IMPURE FORCES AS WELL AND GIVES THE ANGEL OF DEATH STRENGTH TO DESTROY ALL THAT LIVES. THIS STATE IS DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER KUF. WHEN MALCHUT IS CORRECTED, IT IS DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER HEY. THE LONG LEG OF KUF (MALCHUT DE MALCHUT) MAKES IT DIFFERENT FROM HEY. THIS LONG LEG, WHICH TURNS HEY INTO KUF, INDICATES THAT THE LIGHT OF THE PURE FORCES (PARTZUFIM) DESCENDS TO THE IMPURE WORLDS OF THE BYA. THEY ARE REFERRED TO AS DEATH. AS MALCHUT JOINS WITH BINA, IT BECOMES STRONG ENOUGH TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT. ALL THE LETTERS JOIN MALCHUT AND IT DRAWS THE LIGHT OF LIFE FROM BINA. THE LEFT LEG OF KUF LOSES HALF ITS ORIGINAL LENGTH TURNING KUF INTO TAV, WHOSE LEFT LEG IS TWICE AS THICK AT THE EXPENSE OF SHORTENING. THE PART OF MALCHUT, WHICH PASSED THE LIGHT TO THE IMPURE FORCES, NOW ROSE ABOVE THEM. HENCE THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF MALCHUT: MIFTECHA (KEY), THE PART THAT JOINED WITH BINA, AND MANULA (LOCK), THE PART, WHICH ROSE FROM THE IMPURE FORCES. THESE TWO PARTS OF MALCHUT MANIFEST IN DIFFERENT WAYS: MIFTECHA – OPENLY AND MANULA – SECRETLY. THEY CREATE TWO WAYS OF MAN’S ADVANCEMENT TOWARDS CORRECTION: THE GOOD WAY OF THE TORAH AND THE WAY OF SUFFERING. HOWEVER, AFTER MALCHUT CORRECTS ITS PROPERTIES AND JOINS WITH BINA, IT NEVER PARTS WITH IT. MALCHUT RECEIVES THE LIGHT FROM BINA AND POURS IT DOWN TO THE WORLDS. THE IMPURE FORCES LOSE THEIR STRENGTH TO SOW DEATH AND RULE OVER THE WORLD. IN THE CASE WHERE A SINNER MUST BE PUNISHED, THE IMPURE FORCES SHOULD FIRST RECEIVE PERMISSION FOR THIS. OTHERWISE THEY MAY NOT OPEN THE MANULA. AFTER MALCHUT JOINS WITH BINA AND THUS CORRECTS ITS PROPERTIES, THE IMPURE FORCES LOSE THEIR POWER AND CANNOT RULE IN THE WORLD WITHOUT PERMISSION. THE REASON FOR THAT IS THE LETTER TET, THE LAST ONE IN BINA, WHICH SENDS THE LIGHT OF LIFE TO ALL WITH THE HELP OF THE MIFTECHA. AFTER JOINING WITH BINA, MALCHUT BECOMES MIFTECHA AND RETAINS THIS CONNECTION.  CONSEQUENTLY, THREE PLACES EMERGE: (I) WHERE THE PROPERTIES OF THE LETTER TET RULE BY SHINING WITH THE LIGHT OF LIFE OF THIS WORLD; (II) THE ENTIRE WORLD AFTER MALCHUT JOINS WITH BINA IS DEFINED AS MIFTECHA. THE LETTER TET SHINES UPON ALL, BUT ALLOWS PUNISHING THE SINNERS ACCORDING TO THE RULE: “YOU ADVANCE TOWARDS THE GOAL EITHER BY WAY OF THE TORAH OR BY WAY OF SUFFERING”; (III) HELL, THE PLACE OF CONSTANT PUNISHMENT BY THE LETTER KUF, IN CONTRAST TO THE FIRST PLACE, WHERE TET BRINGS VIGOR OF LIFE.  ALL THE LETTERS WITH ALL THEIR SECRET PROPERTIES DESCRIBED BY THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND THEM ARE IN THE PLACE OF THE TEMPLE. ALL THE UPPER AND LOWER WORLDS ARE CREATED AND FUNCTION IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THEIR LAWS-PROPERTIES, WHILE THE CREATOR’S NAME HAVAYAH RULES OVER ALL.  THE SANCTUARY IN THE TEMPLE WAS DESIGNED WITH THE HELP OF LETTERS, BECAUSE ITS BUILDER BETZALEL HAD KNOWN HOW TO JOIN THE LETTERS OF WHICH THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH WERE CREATED. SINCE HE POSSESSED GREAT WISDOM, HE WAS ENTRUSTED WITH THIS EXALTED MISSION.  THE CREATOR CHOSE BETZALEL IN THE UPPER WORLD AND WISHED HIM TO BE CHOSEN IN THIS WORLD. HE SAID TO MOSHE: “CHOOSE BETZALEL” AND MOSHE SAID TO HIS PEOPLE: “THE CREATOR HAS CHOSEN BETZALEL”. THIS IS BECAUSE BETZALEL’S NAME-PROPERTY (BE TZEL EL) MEANS “HE WHO SITS IN THE SHADOW OF THE CREATOR”.  THE CREATOR IS CALLED ZA OR THE SEFIRA TIFFERET IN THE PARTZUF ZA. IT SHINES UPON THE SEFIRA YESOD ALSO CALLED TZADIK (RIGHTEOUS MAN). BETZALEL IS CALLED THE SEFIRA YESOD, WHICH RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF VAK FROM TIFFERET. THIS LIGHT IS INCOMPLETE, HENCE IT IS CALLED “SITTING IN THE SHADOW”. LIKE TIFFERET, THE SEFIRA YESOD CONSISTS OF SIX SEFIROT: HESED-GVURA-TIFFERET-NETZAH-HOD-YESOD.  THE NAME OF THE LETTER TAV (“THE TRUTH”) INDICATES THAT IN ORDER TO REACH ITS LEVEL, ONE SHOULD ATTAIN THE PROPERTY OF THE TRUTH. THEREFORE, THE LETTER TAV CLAIMS THAT WITH ITS PROPERTIES MAN CAN FULLY DISTINGUISH BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL, RENOUNCE HIS IMPURE AND FALSE DESIRES, AND COME CLOSER TO THE PURE ONES. THUS, HE CAN BE SURE HE WILL ACHIEVE THE PURPOSE OF CREATION – CORRECTION OF ALL OF HIS DESIRES (GMAR TIKKUN). THIS CORRESPONDS TO THE SAYING: “THE CREATOR IS CLOSE TO THOSE, WHO ASK HIM FOR HELP”. ONLY WITH HIS ASSISTANCE CAN ONE ACHIEVE CORRECTION AND SPIRITUAL ELEVATION. YET THIS HELP ONLY COMES TO THE PEOPLE WHO GENUINELY DEMAND IT. AS SOON AS MAN CAN CRY FOR THE CREATOR’S HELP, HE INSTANTLY RECEIVES IT. THE LACK OF THE CREATOR’S RESPONSE IS A SIGN OF INCOMPLETENESS OF MAN’S REQUEST. IT MEANS THAT HE DOES NOT FULLY REALIZE HIS EGOISTICAL NATURE AND CANNOT FEEL HOW HELPLESS HE IS TO CORRECT HIS PROPERTIES. SO, THE LETTER TAV WAS CERTAIN THAT ONCE MAN ACQUIRES ITS PROPERTY OF THE TRUTH, HE WILL BE ABLE TO ACHIEVE THE EXALTED PURPOSE.  BUT THE CREATOR SAID TO HER THAT IT WAS NOT WORTHY OF BECOMING THE BASIS OF CREATION, BECAUSE THE MIGHTY FORCES OF JUDGMENT WOULD ORIGINATE FROM IT. EVEN THE COMPLETE RIGHTEOUS MEN WHO FULFILLED THE ENTIRE TORAH FROM ALEPH TO TAV AND REACHED THE PROPERTY OF THE TRUTH, ARE PUNISHED BY IT, SINCE THEY HAVE NOT DESTROYED ALL THE SINNERS (THE TALMUD, SHABBAT 55) FURTHERMORE, THE CREATOR DECLINED THE LETTER TAV’S REQUEST, BECAUSE ITS POWER BROUGHT DEATH TO THIS WORLD. MAN IS BOUND TO DIE, BECAUSE THE SERPENT FORGED THE LETTER’S SEAL AND DECEIVED ADAM IN HIS UNDERSTANDING OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. HENCE THE WORLD CANNOT EXIST WITH ITS PROPERTIES.  
THE LETTER SHIN
24. THE LETTER SHIN STOOD BEFORE THE CREATOR AND SAID: “MASTER OF THE WORLD, THE WORLD SHOULD BE CREATED WITH ME, FOR YOUR OWN NAME SHADDAI BEGINS WITH ME”. THE CREATOR REPLIED: “YOU ARE WORTHY, GOOD AND TRUTHFUL, BUT BECAUSE YOU ARE ONE OF THE LETTERS THAT FORM THE WORD SHEKER (FALSEHOOD), I CANNOT CREATE THE WORLD WITH YOUR PROPERTIES. SHEKER EXISTS ONLY BECAUSE YOU WERE ADDED TO THE LETTERS KUF AND RESH”. MALCHUT CONSISTS OF TEN SEFIROT AND HAS TO ENDS: 1) IF IT ONLY POSSESSES ITS OWN PROPERTIES, IT HAS ALL THE TEN SEFIROT: FROM KETER DE MALCHUT TO MALCHUT DE MALCHUT. IN THIS CASE IT RESTRICTS THE LIGHT AND IS DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER TAV. 2) IF IMA-BINA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT FILLS IT WITH ITS LIGHT, THE PARTZUF MALCHUT ENDS NOT IN THE SEFIRA MALCHUT, BUT IN THE SEFIRA YESOD AND IS DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER SHIN. THE THREE-TIPPED CROWN OF SHIN SIGNIFIES THE LIGHT OF BINA, OHR HASSADIM, WHICH DESCENDS FROM THE PARTZUF IMA-BINA TO THE PARTZUF MALCHUT. THIS LIGHT CREATES NEW ALTRUISTIC PROPERTIES IN MALCHUT, INTENTIONS TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE. AS A RESULT, THE PARTZUF MALCHUT CAN RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FROM ZA (THE TALMUD, SANHEDRIN, 22). ZA AND MALCHUT CONNECTED THIS WAY ARE REFERRED TO AS HUSBAND AND WIFE, AND THE LIGHT MALCHUT RECEIVES FROM ZA IS CALLED “100 BLESSINGS”. THIS NEW END OF THE PARTZUF MALCHUT IN YESOD INSTEAD OF MALCHUT IS CALLED YESOD OF NUKVAH OR THE CENTRAL POINT OF EXISTENCE, BECAUSE ALL THAT EXISTS IN THE WORLD ORIGINATES FROM IT. THE PARTZUF MALCHUT IS A SUM OF ALL THE CREATED BEINGS. ALL THE WORLDS AND EVERYTHING THAT INHABITS THEM CONSTITUTE VARIOUS PARTS OF MALCHUT OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. EACH UPPER PARTZUF IS CONSIDERED THE CREATOR OF THE ONE BELOW IT, BECAUSE THE LATTER ORIGINATES FROM IT. THEREFORE, ZEIR ANPIN OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT IS CALLED THE CREATOR OF ALL THE CREATED BEINGS, OUR CREATOR. LIKE TAV, THE LETTER SHIN IS CALLED THE TRUTH AND THE CREATOR’S SEAL, BECAUSE A SEAL MEANS THE END OF THE SPIRITUAL OBJECT – THE PARTZUF. THIS RESEMBLES A SEAL AT THE END OF A LETTER WRITTEN ON BEHALF OF THE CREATOR. THE SEAL IS ALSO CALLED THE SIGN OF THE TRUTH, SINCE ONLY A SEAL GIVES A LETTER THE POWER OF THE TRUTH, CONFIRMS ITS AUTHENTICITY. STILL THE LETTER SHIN IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE LETTER TAV, BECAUSE SHIN IS THE FIRST LETTER OF THE WORD “SHADDAI”, ONE OF THE CREATOR’S NAMES-PROPERTIES. IT DESIGNATES HIS POWER, BY WHICH HE SAID “DAI” (ENOUGH) TO THE CREATION FORBIDDING IT TO DESCEND BELOW THE LETTER SHIN (THE TALMUD. HAGIGAH, 12). THIS REVEALS THAT THE WORLD AND EVERYTHING THAT INHABITS IT CAN ONLY EXIST WITH THE HELP OF THE LETTER SHIN, THANKS TO ITS PROPERTY THAT RESTRICTS THE SPREADING OF THE LIGHT. THE CREATOR SAID TO HIS CREATION: “STOP AT THE LETTER SHIN AND SPREAD NO MORE”, BECAUSE IF THE LIGHT HAD DESCENDED TO TAV, THE IMPURE FORCES WOULD HAVE RECEIVED SUCH A GREAT POWER, WHICH WOULD NEVER LET MAN REACH ALTRUISTIC PROPERTIES. THEREFORE, THE END OF SHIN IS THE CENTRAL POINT OF EXISTENCE.  THE CREATOR REFUSED TO GRANT TAV’S WISH, BECAUSE IT COULD HAVE CREATED CONDITIONS OF CORRECTION TOO DIFFICULT FOR MAN TO MEET. WHEN THE LETTER SHIN SAW IT, IT CLAIMED THAT ITS PROPERTY OF SHADDAI IS SUITABLE FOR THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. IT WAS POSITIVE THAT THE CREATOR WOULD CHOOSE ITS PROPERTIES AS THE BASIS OF THE CREATION, BECAUSE IT POSSESSED ALL THAT TAV LACKED. LIKE TAV, SHIN IS THE CREATOR’S SEAL, THE TRUTH. BESIDES, IT HAS ANOTHER ADVANTAGE: THE NAME SHADDAI BEGINS WITH IT. AS A RESULT OF ALL THIS, SHIN FOUND STRENGTH AND COURAGE TO APPEAR BEFORE THE CREATOR AND ASK HIM TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH IT.  BUT THE CREATOR SAID TO IT THAT JUST BECAUSE OF SHIN’S ADVANTAGES AS COMPARED TO THOSE OF THE LETTER TAV, THE IMPURE FORCES OPPOSITE TO IT GAINED STRENGTH. AGAINST EACH LETTER (FORCE, PURE SPIRITUAL PROPERTY) THERE IS AN OPPOSING IMPURE FORCE (EGOISTICAL DESIRE), AS IT IS WRITTEN: “GOD HATH MADE EVEN THE ONE AS WELL AS THE OTHER” (ECCLESIASTES, 7:14). THE STRENGTHENING OF THE IMPURE FORCES OCCURRED AS A RESULT OF SHIN’S PROPERTIES MERGING WITH THE PROPERTIES OF FALSEHOOD AND FORGING THE SPIRITUAL PURITY OF THE LETTERS KUF AND RESH. UNLESS FALSEHOOD HAD STRENGTH TO EXIST IN THE WORLD, IT WOULD BE INSTANTLY RECOGNIZED. THE LETTERS KUF AND RESH PUT SHIN AT THE BEGINNING OF THE WORD SHEKER (FALSEHOOD). SO, WHEN THE TRUTH STANDS AT THE HEAD OF THE WORD – A PROPERTY OF FALSEHOOD, MAN NATURALLY TENDS TO ERR. THIS IS BECAUSE THERE ARE TWO SOURCES OF THE IMPURE FORCES: SMALL LUMINESCENCE (NER DAKIK), WHICH THE CREATOR SENDS TO THE IMPURE FORCES-DESIRES TO SUSTAIN THEM UNTIL THERE IS A NEED TO “PUNISH” THE SINNERS WITH THEM. HOWEVER, THESE ARE SMALL FORCES. THE NER DAKIK DESCENDS TO THE IMPURE FORCES FROM THE LETTER KUF, WHICH MAKES THEM SIMILAR TO MAN IN THE WORLDS OF THE BYA.  THE SECOND SOURCE OF THE IMPURE FORCES OCCURS AS A RESULT OF THE SPIRITUAL FALL OF THE LOWER ONES: EVIL, EGOISTICAL ACTIONS OF PEOPLE CAUSE THE LIGHT TO PASS FROM THE SYSTEM OF THE PURE FORCES TO THE IMPURE ONES. ADAM’S SIN WAS THE FIRST TRANSGRESSION AND LED TO THE FORMATION OF THE SYSTEM OF THE IMPURE FORCES PARALLEL TO THE PURE SYSTEM. AS A RESULT, THE IMPURE WORLDS OF THE ABYA EMERGED OPPOSITE THE PURE ONES. THE SECOND SOURCE OF THE IMPURE FORCES IS THE LETTER RESH. IT INDICATES THAT THE IMPURE FORCES RISE AND ATTACH THEMSELVES TO THE PURE FORCES UP TO THE LEVEL OF BINA OF MALCHUT, WHICH IS DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER DALET. AS WAS PREVIOUSLY STATED, THE 22 LETTERS OF THE PARTZUF MALCHUT OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT ARE DIVIDED IN THREE GROUPS: ONES IN BINA, TENS IN ZA AND HUNDREDS IN MALCHUT. THE LETTERS ALEPH-BET-GIMEL CORRESPOND TO THE SEFIROT KETER-HOCHMA-BINA, WHICH ARE CALLED THE HEAD OF A SPIRITUAL OBJECT (PARTZUF). THE LETTERS FROM DALET TO TET REFER TO THE BODY OF THE PARTZUF.  THE BODY ONLY RECEIVES WHAT DESCENDS FROM THE HEAD. THEREFORE DALET, THE FIRST LETTER OF THE BODY, THROUGH WHICH THE BODY RECEIVES THE LIGHT FROM THE HEAD, IS CALLED “DALAH VE ANIYAH” (POOR AND DESOLATE). DALET ONLY RECEIVES WHAT GIMEL GIVES IT. SINCE THERE IS THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM IN GIMEL, THIS IS WHAT DALET RECEIVES FROM IT. THE LETTER GIMEL IS CALLED GOMEL HASSADIM (MERCIFUL ONE) ACCORDING TO ITS ACTION WITH REGARD TO DALET, WHICH WOULD OTHERWISE BE WITHOUT THE LIGHT. THE PROTRUDING SHARP ANGLE ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF DALET IS A SIGN OF ABUNDANCE OF OHR HASSADIM IN IT. BUT THERE IS IMPURE MALCHUT AGAINST THE PURE (ALTRUISTIC) MALCHUT, WHICH IN ITS PRIDE DOES NOT WISH TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT FROM GIMEL AND TO DEPEND ON IT. IT DESIRES TO BE THE HEAD AND THE SHARP ANGLE OF DALET DISAPPEARS, TRANSFORMING IT INTO RESH, WHICH IS WRITTEN AND PRONOUNCED WITH THE HELP OF THE TWO LETTERS: RESH AND SHIN.  THE TRUE MERGING OF THE PURE ZA AND MALCHUT IS CALLED ACHAD (ONE). IT CONSISTS OF THE LETTERS ALEPH, CHET AND DALET, BECAUSE THE LETTERS FROM ALEPH TO CHET ARE THE NINE SEFIROT OF ZA. IT PASSES THE LIGHT FROM GIMEL OF BINA TO GIMEL OF MALCHUT. CONSEQUENTLY, MALCHUT FILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM BECOMES DALET WITH A PROTRUDING RIGHT ANGLE. AS A RESULT OF THIS ZA AND MALCHUT BECOME ONE.  WHEN PEOPLE SIN IN THEIR INTENTIONS, THEY ALLOW THE IMPURE MALCHUT TO GET ATTACHED TO THE PURE ONE – DALET, TO ELIMINATE THE SHARP ANGLE OF THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM AND TO TURN IT INTO THE LETTER RESH. THUS, THE WORD ACHAD (ONE) IS CONVERTED INTO ACHER (ANOTHER, DIFFERENT, FOREIGN). ALEPH-CHET-DALET OF THE WORD “ACHAD” IS TRANSFORMED INTO ALEPH-CHET-RESH OF THE WORD “ACHER”, BECAUSE INSTEAD OF THE CONNECTION WITH THE CREATOR A DIFFERENT CONTACT WITH THE IMPURE FORCES APPEARS. THEY ARE CALLED “ELOKIM ACHERIM” (OTHER GODS) AND THEY ATTACH THEMSELVES TO ZA AND MALCHUT OF THE PURE WORLD OF ATZILUT. THIS LEADS TO DISTORTION OF THE CREATOR’S SEAL (SHIN). AS A RESULT OF THIS, YESOD OF MALCHUT, WHICH RECEIVES THE LIGHT FROM YESOD OF ZA, BECOMES CONNECTED WITH THE IMPURE SOURCE, BECAUSE A NEW YESOD OF THE IMPURE MALCHUT WAS FORMED WITH THE HELP OF THE LETTER SHIN. THE IMPURE FORCES CONTINUE DEVELOPING UNTIL THEY CONSIST OF TEN SEFIROT WITH THE HEAD AND THE BODY. SHIN BECOMES THE INITIAL POINT OF ALL RUINOUS AND WASTING, BECAUSE DESTRUCTION OF PURITY BRINGS FORTH IMPURITY. FROM THIS, THE SYSTEM OF IMPURE WORLDS OF ABYA EMERGED. THUS, WE HAVE LEARNED HOW THE LETTERS KUF AND RESH BECAME THE TWO SOURCES, FROM WHICH THE IMPURE FORCES EMERGED AND DEVELOPED. SINCE THE IMPURE FORCES POSE AS THE PURE ONES, THEY ARE CALLED FALSE, COUNTERFEIT LETTERS. THEIR PURPOSE IS TO ANNIHILATE THE SYSTEM OF PURE FORCES AND THEIR UNITY WITH THE CREATOR, SO AS TO FORGE THEMSELVES FROM THE DEVASTATION OF PURE FORCES. THE BIRTH OF IMPURE FORCES FROM THE DESTRUCTION OF PURE ONES IS POSSIBLE, BECAUSE THE LETTER SHIN, YESOD OF MALCHUT, JOINED WITH IMPURE FORCES AS A RESULT OF TRANSFORMATION OF DALET INTO RESH. CONSEQUENTLY, ACHAD TURNS INTO ACHER AND THE SYSTEM OF IMPURE FORCES (ELOKIM ACHERIM) WAS THUS CREATED. UNLESS THE LETTERS KUF AND RESH HAD CAPTURED THE LETTER SHIN, SUCH AN ENORMOUS SYSTEM OF IMPURE FORCES SO CAPABLE OF FALSIFYING EVERYTHING IN THE EYES OF MAN WOULD NOT HAVE COME INTO BEING. THEREFORE, THE CREATOR SAID TO THE LETTER SHIN: “YOU ARE GOOD, BUT YOU WILL STAND AT THE HEAD OF THE WORD SHEKER (FALSEHOOD) TOGETHER WITH THE LETTERS KUF AND RESH. BY CAPTURING YOU, THEY WILL BE ABLE TO CREATE THE WHOLE SYSTEM OF IMPURE FORCES WITH YOUR POWER. HENCE, I CANNOT CREATE THE WORLD WITH YOUR PROPERTIES. SINCE THERE IS AN IMPURE SYSTEM AGAINST YOU, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE THE PURPOSE OF CREATION WITH YOU”. 
THE LETTERS KUF AND RESH
25. FROM THE AFORESAID WE LEARN THAT WHOEVER WISHES TO TELL A LIE SHOULD ADD THAT LIE TO A BASE THAT IS TRUTHFUL. SINCE THE LETTER SHIN IS A LETTER TRUTH BY WHICH THE PATRIARCHS REACHED UNITY. THE THREE LINES IN THE LETTER SHIN (?) REFER TO THE THREE PATRIARCHS WHO DESIGNATE THE SEFIROT-PROPERTIES HESED, GVURA AND TIFFERET. THE LETTERS KUF AND RESH POINT AT THE EVIL SIDE, BECAUSE THE IMPURE SIDE IS KAR (COLD) WITHOUT ANY WARMTH AND LIFE. IT DRAWS ITS SUSTENANCE FROM MALCHUT WHEN IT TURNS INTO ICE. IN ORDER FOR THE IMPURE SIDE TO EXIST, THESE LETTERS ATTACH SHIN TO THEMSELVES, CREATING THE COMBINATION KESHER, WHICH MEANS “STRENGTHENING THE TIES” AND “SURVIVING”. THIS IS BECAUSE THE LIGHT OF HESED-GVURA-TIFFERET OF BINA, WHICH IT RECEIVES FROM YESOD OF ZA, CREATES A NEW END IN MALCHUT, A NEW KLI - THE DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT CALLED “100 BLESSINGS” FROM ZA. SINCEHESED-GVURA-TIFFERET ARE CALLED THE PATRIARCHS AND SINCE THE LIGHT PASSES FROM THEM TO MALCHUT, THE LETTER SHIN DESIGNATING THEM IS CALLED “TRUTH”.  BY ELIMINATING THE SHARP ANGLE OF THE LETTER DALET THE IMPURE FORCES TURN IT INTO THE LETTER RESH. BY THIS THEY CONVERT THE WORD “ACHAD” INTO “ACHER” AND STEAL YESOD OF PURE MALCHUT, DESIGNATED BY SHIN. THEY BUILD YESOD OF IMPURE MALCHUT WITH THE LETTER SHIN, WHICH LEADS TO A VERY FAST ATTACHMENT OF IMPURE FORCES TO THE PURE ONES. THIS ATTACHMENT IS CALLED KESHER, THE TIE JOINING THE PURE AND IMPURE FORCES, WHICH IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO SEVER. FROM THE AFORESAID, WE SEE THAT THE LETTERS WANT THE WORLD TO BE CREATED WITH THEM, BECAUSE EACH OF THEM BELIEVES THAT ITS PROPERTIES CAN CORRECT THE WORLD. THE LETTER SHIN THINKS THAT THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM WILL BRING THE SOULS TO THE PURPOSE OF CREATION. THE LETTERS KUF AND RESH – KAR (COLD) DO NOT DESIRE THIS LIGHT, BECAUSE SUCH A RECEPTION FOR THE SAKE OF BESTOWAL IS PURE, BUT IT BECOMES IMPURE WHEN USED FOR THE SAKE OF ENJOYMENT.  
THE LETTER TZADI
26. THE LETTER TZADI THEN APPEARED BEFORE HIM AND SAID: “MASTER OF THE WORLD, MAY IT PLEASE YOU TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH ME, SINCE THE TZADIKIM (RIGHTEOUS) ARE SEALED BY MY NAME. YOU, WHO ARE CALLED TZADIK, ARE ALSO WRITTEN BY MY NAME, FOR YOU ARE RIGHTEOUS AND YOU LOVE RIGHTEOUSNESS. THEREFORE, IT WOULD BE SUITABLE TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH MY PROPERTIES”. THE CREATOR REPLIED: “TZADI, YOU ARE TRULY RIGHTEOUS, BUT YOU SHOULD REMAIN CONCEALED AND NOT BE REVEALED TOO MUCH, AS WOULD BE DONE IF THE WORLD WERE CREATED BY YOU, SO THAT THE WORLD WILL HAVE AN EXCUSE”. THE CONCEALMENT OF TZADI IS NECESSARY, BECAUSE FIRST CAME THE LETTER NUN AND THEN THE ADJOINING LETTER YUD, FROM THE CREATOR’S INEFFABLE NAME (YUD-HEY-VAV-HEY - HAVAYAH), STOOD ABOVE IT AS A SIGN OF THE HOLY COVENANT BETWEEN THE CREATOR AND HIS BEINGS. IT MOUNTED ON THE LETTER NUN AND JOINED WITH IT ON ITS RIGHT SIDE, THEREBY CREATING THE LETTER TZADI. THE REASON FOR THE CONCEALMENT OF THE LETTER TZADI IS IN THE FACT THAT WHEN THE CREATOR CREATED ADAM, I.E. ZA, HE MADE IT AS TWO PARTZUFIM, MALE AND FEMALE ATTACHED TO ONE ANOTHER WITH THEIR BACKS. THEREFORE, THE LETTER YUD IS TURNED WITH ITS BACK TO THE BACK OF THE LETTER NUN, EACH OF THEM FACING AWAY FROM ONE ANOTHER. THIS IS THE WAY THE LETTER TZADI LOOKS: THE FACE OF YUD TURNED UPWARDS AND THE FACE OF NUN IS TURNED DOWNWARDS. THE CREATOR ALSO SAID TO TZADI: “IN THE FUTURE I WILL REVOKE THE BACK-TO BACK CONNECTION AND WILL JOIN THEM FACE-TO-FACE. IN ANOTHER PLACE YOU SHALL SO RISE, BUT NOT AT THE BEGINNING OF CREATION. THE LETTERS NUN AND YUD IN YOU SHOULD BE BACK-TO-BACK TO ONE ANOTHER FOR THIS SHOWS THAT THE LIGHT IN YOU IS CONCEALED. THEREFORE, THE WORLD CANNOT BE CREATED WITH YOU”. THE LETTER TZADI THEN LEFT. TZADI SUGGESTED THAT THE WORLD SHOULD BE CREATED WITH ITS PROPERTIES, BECAUSE WHEN IT SAW THAT THE LETTER TAV’S REQUEST WAS TURNED DOWN DUE TO ITS HEAVY LAWS AND SHIN’S – BECAUSE OF IMPURE FORCES ATTACHED TO IT, IT THOUGHT THAT ITS PROPERTIES WERE SUITABLE FOR CREATION OF THE WORLD. IT ALSO HAS THE CREATOR’S SEAL IN IT AND NO IMPURE FORCES FASTENED ON TO IT. SO TZADI SAID TO THE CREATOR THAT THE RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE ARE SEALED BY ITS NAME AS A SIGN OF THEIR HOLY COVENANT WITH HIM, BY CIRCUMCISION AND TURNING UP OF THE PLACE OF CONTACT (ZIVUG) WITH THE CREATOR, WHICH THANKS TO THESE CORRECTIONS PUSHES AWAY ALL THE IMPURE FORCES.  THE CREATOR IS CALLED BINA AND IS MARKED BY TZADI, BECAUSE HE IS RIGHTEOUS LIKE ZA. THE UPPER PART OF BINA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT (ABBA VE IMA - AVI) CORRESPONDS TO THE MALE AND FEMALE PARTS LIKE ZA AND MALCHUT. AVI ARE CONSTANTLY CONNECTED WITH EACH OTHER IN ORDER TO SEND THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM AND THUS MAINTAIN THE EXISTENCE OF ALL THAT IS BELOW THEM. TZADI THOUGHT IT WAS SUITABLE FOR THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, BECAUSE THE WORLD LIVES BY THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM, AND WITH ITS HELP CAN ACHIEVE ITS ULTIMATE PURPOSE. THE LETTER TZADI IS CALLED SEFIRA YESOD OF ZA. WHEN YESOD JOINS WITH MALCHUT IT IS DEFINED AS TZADIK (RIGHTEOUS), BECAUSE THE NINE SEFIROT OF ZA ARE FROM YUD TO TZADI, THE LETTER KUF IS A BEGINNING OF MALCHUT, WHICH CONSISTS OF THE FOUR SEFIROT KUF, RESH, SHIN AND TAV. WHEN MALCHUT IS MERGED WITH YESOD OF ZA, KUF IS JOINED WITH TZADI AND YESOD IS CALLED TZADIK. THE CREATOR REPLIED TO THE LETTER TZADI THAT IT IS TZADI IN YESOD OF ZA: “YOU ARE TZADI IN ME, BECAUSE AVI ARE CONSTANTLY CONNECTED TO POUR THE LIGHT DOWN AND SUSTAIN THE EXISTENCE OF THE LOWER PARTZUFIM. YOU ARE RIGHTEOUS, BECAUSE MALCHUT IS ALSO CONNECTED WITH YOU, AS KUF FOLLOWS TZADI. IN SPITE OF IT ALL, YOU ARE NOT WORTHY FOR THE WORLD TO BE CREATED WITH YOUR PROPERTIES”.  YESOD OF ZA INCLUDES MALCHUT IN THE FORM OF THE LETTER KUF IN THE WORD TZADIK. WHEN MALCHUT IS INCLUDED IN YESOD AS TZADI, IT IS DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER NUN, FOR NUN IS GVURA OF ZA (YUD-KETER, CHAF-HOCHMA, LAMED-BINA, MEM-HESED, NUN-GVURA). WHEN ZA GROWS AND BECOMES BIG, ITS SEFIROT HESED-GVURA-TIFFERET TURN INTO THE SEFIROT HOCHMA-BINA-DA’AT. THUS, GVURA BECOMES BINA. WHEN ZA BECOMES SMALL AGAIN, BINA TURNS INTO GVURA (NUN). ITS FALL IS DESIGNATED BY NUN’S HEAD LOOKING DOWN. THE LETTER TZADI CONSISTS OF NUN AND YUD IN A BACK-TO-BACK CONNECTION WITH ONE ANOTHER. THE LETTER NUN DESIGNATES MALCHUT WITH THE PROPERTIES OF THE SEFIRA YESOD INCLUDED IN IT; YUD DESIGNATES YESOD OF ZA. THEIR BACK-TO-BACK CONNECTION, FACES OUTWARD INDICATES THE IMPURE FORCES CLINGING TO THEIR BACKS. THEY CONCEAL THEIR BACKS, SINCE THERE IS A SHORTCOMING IN THEM: THE DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. THIS SHORTCOMING SHOULD BE CONCEALED TO KEEP THE IMPURE FORCES OFF THEIR BACKS. THEREFORE, THE LETTER TZADI IS UNSUITABLE FOR THE WORLD TO BE CREATED WITH ITS PROPERTIES. ITS VERY APPEARANCE GIVES AWAY THE OPPORTUNITY FOR THE IMPURE FORCES TO CLING TO IT. HENCE ADAM (CREATED FROM ZA AND MALCHUT, WHEN THEY ARE CONNECTED AS TZADI) ALSO CONSISTS OF TWO HALVES, MALE AND FEMALE, JOINED WITH THEIR BACKS. IN CASE THE LETTER TZADI HAD OBJECTED THAT IN A BIG STATE IN THE PRESENCE OF OHR HOCHMA, ZA AND MALCHUT COULD JOIN EACH OTHER FACE-TO-FACE, IT WOULD HAVE RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING ANSWER: SUCH A CONNECTION IS POSSIBLE, BUT DURING ONLY THEIR ASCENT TO AVI. HAD SUCH A CONTACT BEEN POSSIBLE IN THEIR OWN PLACES, THE IMPURE FORCES WOULD HAVE INSTANTLY CLUNG TO THEM. THIS IS WHY TZADI IS UNWORTHY TO BECOME THE BASIS OF THE UNIVERSE. 
THE LETTER PEH
27. THE LETTER PEH ENTERED AND SAID: “MASTER OF THE WORLD, MAY IT PLEASE YOU TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH ME, BECAUSE THE FUTURE REDEMPTION OF THE WORLD IS DESCRIBED BY MY NAME. THE WORD PEDUT (REDEMPTION, SALVATION) BEGINS WITH ME. THIS MEANS THAT REDEMPTION IS SALVATION FROM ALL OUR SUFFERINGS. THEREFORE, THE WORLD SHOULD BE CREATED BY ME”. THE CREATOR REPLIED: “YOU ARE INDEED PRAISEWORTHY, BUT THE WORD PESHAH (CRIME, SIN) BEGINS WITH YOU. IT IS A SIN AKIN TO THAT OF THE SNAKE THAT STRIKES AND THEN HIDES ITS HEAD WITHIN ITS BODY. THIS IS BECAUSE, WHOEVER SINS BENDS HIS HEAD HIDING FROM THE OBSERVING EYE, THEN STRETCHES HIS HANDS OUT TO SIN. THIS ALSO REFERS TO THE SHAPE OF THE LETTER PEH THAT HAS ITS HEAD HIDDEN WITHIN ITS BODY”. AND THE CREATOR SIMILARLY SAID TO THE LETTER AYIN THAT THE WORLD CANNOT BE CREATED WITH ITS PROPERTIES, BECAUSE IT POSSESSES THE PROPERTY OF AVON (CRIME, SIN). ALTHOUGH PEH TRIED TO OBJECT SAYING THAT ITS PROPERTIES ARE IN THE WORD ANAVAH (HUMILITY), THE CREATOR REFUSED TO CREATE THE WORLD BY IT. REDEMPTION BEGINS WITH THE LETTER PEH, MEANING THAT THE PROPERTY OF PEH IS IN THE FUTURE REDEMPTION. THEREFORE, PEH SAYS THAT IT IS WORTHY TO BE THE BASIS OF THE WORLD. BOTH GALUT (EXILE) AND GEULA (REDEMPTION) DEPEND ON MALCHUT: WHEN MALCHUT HAS NO INNER LIGHT OF HOCHMA, THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL ARE DRIVEN AWAY FROM THE LAND OF ISRAEL. THIS IS BECAUSE, IN OUR WORLD THE LAND OF ISRAEL CORRESPONDS TO MALCHUT OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, THE SPIRITUAL LAND OF ISRAEL. AS IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, ZA (ISRAEL) MOVES AWAY FROM MALCHUT (THE LAND OF ISRAEL), SO ARE THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL EXPELLED FROM THEIR LAND IN OUR WORLD. WHEN THE SONS OF ISRAEL IMPROVE THEIR ACTIONS, THEY CAUSE ZA (ISRAEL) TO FILL ITS MALCHUT (THE LAND OF ISRAEL) WITH THE LIGHT, BUILD IT AND MERGE WITH IT FACE-TO-FACE. AS A RESULT, IN OUR WORLD THE SONS OF ISRAEL DESERVE REDEMPTION AND RETURN TO THEIR LAND. THE LIGHT OF ZA THAT BUILDS AND FILLS MALCHUT DESCENDS FROM THE SEFIROT NETZAH AND HOD IN ZA. HOCHMA OF MALCHUT DRESSES IN NETZAH AND BINA OF MALCHUT DRESSES IN HOD. THE LETTERS AYIN AND PEH ARE NETZAH AND HOD IN ZA. THIS IS WHY PEH, THE SEFIRA HOD IN ZA, CLAIMED THAT IT WAS SUITABLE TO BE THE BASIS OF THE WORLD. THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA THAT BRINGS REDEMPTION TO THE WHOLE WORLD EMANATES FROM PEH TO MALCHUT. SO, IF THE WORLD ACHIEVES ITS PROPERTY, IT WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE COMPLETELY CORRECTED AND REDEEMED.  THE LETTER PEH THOUGHT THAT IT WAS MUCH MORE SUITABLE TO BECOME THE BASIS OF THE WORLD THAN AYIN, BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH OHR HOCHMA ENTERS INTO NETZAH-AYIN AND HODPEH AND IS MAINLY PRESENT IN NETZAH-AYIN, REDEMPTION STILL DEPENDS ON HOD-PEH. THIS OCCURS BECAUSE AT FIRST BINA REDEEMS MALCHUT FROM ITS RESTRICTIONS. MALCHUT DESERVES THIS REDEMPTION, BECAUSE BINA PASSES IT ITS OWN PROPERTIES OF MERCY. THIS IS FULFILLED IN THE FOLLOWING WAY: BINA TRANSCENDS ITS OWN PROPERTIES AND JOINS WITH MALCHUT. AS A RESULT, HAVING RECEIVED THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM, MALCHUT CAN NOW RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. THE RESTRICTION IMPOSED ON RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT AFFECTS THE LEFT SIDE, I.E. HOD-PEH IN ZA. HENCE THE LETTER PEH THOUGHT THAT SINCE THE LIGHT OF BINA ENTERS INTO IT AND NOT INTO NETZAH-AYIN, IT IS BETTER SUITED TO BE THE BASIS OF THE WORLD. HOWEVER, ALL THE INDIVIDUAL CORRECTIONS MADE DURING 6000 YEARS OF THE WORLD’S EXISTENCE UNTIL THE FINAL CORRECTION ARE CONSIDERED INCOMPLETE, BECAUSE THE UPPER LIGHT, WHICH ALLOWS FOR DISCOVERING AND ANALYZING ALL THE IMPURE FORCES, IS UNAVAILABLE. THEREFORE, THE LIGHT MAY NOT BE RECEIVED IN THE WORLDS OF THE BYA UNDER THE PARSA, THE BOUNDARY THAT SEPARATES ATZILUT FROM THE WORLDS OF THE BYA.  THE PARSA IS MALCHUT THAT ROSE TO BINA IN ORDER TO RESTRICT THE LIGHT AND PREVENT IT FROM SPREADING INTO ITS PARTS LOCATED UNDER BINA. AS A CONSEQUENCE OF ADAM’S ATTEMPT TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT UNDER THE PARSA, IMPURITY STOLE INTO MALCHUT, OF WHICH IT IS SAID THAT THE SERPENT APPEARED BEFORE CHAVAH (EVE) AND BROUGHT IMPURITY UPON HER (THE TALMUD. SHABBAT, 146). THIS IMPURITY WILL ONLY BE CLEANSED AT THE END OF CORRECTION. THE FACT IS THAT THE ABSENCE OF THE UPPER LIGHT IN THE FORCE CAPABLE OF DISCERNING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL IN ALL OF MALCHUT GIVES RISE TO A SHORTCOMING CALLED “TEARS”, TWO TEARS FALLING INTO A VAST SEA FROM THE TWO EYES OF HOCHMA AND BINA THAT ARE CONCEALED FROM ALL. THE TWO EYES ARE HOCHMA AND BINA AND THE TEARS POINT AT THE IMPURE FORCE THAT IS PRESENT IN THEM AFTER ADAM’S SIN, WHICH LED TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TWO TEMPLES. THESE TEARS IN MALCHUT’S EYES WILL ONLY BE DRIED AT THE FINAL CORRECTION, WHEN DEATH DISAPPEARS FROM THE WORLD AND ALL THE LIGHT WILL SHINE IN HOCHMA AND BINA (SEE § 56). SO, THE LETTER PEH WAS TOLD THAT, ALTHOUGH IT BRINGS PEDUT (REDEMPTION) WITH ITS LIGHT TO THE WORLD, THIS LIGHT IS INCOMPLETE. ALL THE INDIVIDUAL CORRECTIONS ARE IMPERFECT, FOR THEY COME AND GO AS THE TWO TEMPLES.  THE PROPERTIES OF PESHAH (CRIME) AND PEDUT (REDEMPTION) IN THE LETTER PEH ARE NOT SUFFICIENTLY PERFECT AND COMPLETE TO WITHSTAND THE SIN OF ADAM, BECAUSE IN THE ABSENCE OF THE FULL LIGHT OF HOCHMA, A CLINGING OF THE IMPURE FORCES TAKES PLACE. HENCE THE LETTER PEH IS UNWORTHY TO BE THE BASIS OF THE WORLD. SINCE THE PROPERTY OF PESHAH IS CONCEALED, THE SERPENT’S POWER THAT IS PRESENT THERE DECEIVES PEOPLE AND LEADS THEM TO THEIR DEATH. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DESTROY IT, LIKE A SNAKE THAT BITES MAN AND THEN HIDES ITS HEAD WITHIN ITSELF (SIMILAR TO THE HEAD OF THE LETTER PEH). ONE MAY KILL A “SERPENT” WITHIN ONESELF BY HITTING THE “HEAD”. THEREFORE, THE LETTER PEH IS UNSUITABLE FOR THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. 
THE LETTER AYIN
BINA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT HAS TWO NAMES: IMA ILA’A (SUPERIOR MOTHER) AND ALSO ANAVAH (MODESTY, HUMILITY). (HERE THE CAPITAL “A” DESIGNATES THE HEBREW LETTER AYIN, WHICH SHOULD NOT BE CONFUSED WITH ALEPH). THE SEFIRA NETZAH OF ZEIR ANPIN (DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER AYIN) DRESSED IN MALCHUT RISES TO BINA. BINA DRESSES INTO NETZAH OF ZA (ADORNS IT). BUT SINCE THE LETTER PEH (PESHAH - CRIME) IS CONCEALED IN NETZAH, THE CREATOR REFUSED TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH ITS PROPERTIES.  TWO WORDS RENDER THE MEANING OF “SIN” IN HEBREW: PESHAH AND AVON. SIN IS MAINLY CONCENTRATED IN THE LETTER PEH, BECAUSE MALCHUT OF ZA IS INCLUDED IN THE SEFIRA HOD OF ZA. BECAUSE OF ADAM’S SIN, THE KLIPOT ATTACH THEMSELVES TO MALCHUT OF ZA. BUT NETZAH OF ZA IS A PROPERTY OF ZA, AND THE IMPURE FORCES CANNOT CLING TO IT. YET THE TALMUD (BAVA KAMA) SAYS THAT EVEN NETZAH HAS THE KLIPOT ATTACHED TO IT. THIS ABILITY OF THE IMPURE FORCES TO CLING TO NETZAH OF ZA IS CALLED SIN. THE WORD “AVON” (NOT “PESHAH”) INDICATES THAT NETZAH IS PURE AND THAT THE SIN IS CAUSED BY ITS CONNECTION WITH THE SEFIRA HOD.  THE CREATOR TURNS TO THE LETTERS PEH AND AYIN AT THE SAME TIME, BECAUSE NETZAH AND HOD ARE LIKE TWO LEGS OF ONE BODY STOOD BEFORE HIM. BUT “THE ZOHAR” ANALYZES THEM (THEIR PROPERTIES) ONE BY ONE. 
THE LETTER SAMECH
28. THE LETTER SAMECH (HEB. SUPPORT) ENTERED AND SAID: “MASTER OF THE WORLD, IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH MY PROPERTIES, BECAUSE I AM ABLE TO SUPPORT THOSE WHO FALL. AS IT IS WRITTEN: ‘THE CREATOR UPHOLDS (SOMECH) ALL THAT FALL’”. THE CREATOR SAID TO IT: “THIS IS WHY YOU SHOULD REMAIN IN YOUR PLACE AND NOT MOVE FROM IT. IF YOU LEAVE YOUR PLACE IN THE WORD SOMECH, WHAT WILL THEN HAPPEN TO ALL THOSE WHO FELL AND ARE BEING SUPPORTED BY YOU (YOUR PROPERTIES)? THE LETTER SAMECH THEN LEFT IMMEDIATELY”. THE LETTER SAMECH STANDS FOR THE SEFIRA TIFFERET IN ZA, I.E. BINA IN THE BODY OF ZA. SINCE THE SEFIROT KETER-HOCHMA-BINA (KAHAB) WERE TRANSFORMED INTO HESED-GVURATIFFERET (HAGAT) IN ZA THEY WERE LEFT WITHOUT THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA, ONLY WITH THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM.  AS WE KNOW, BINA CONSISTS OF TWO PARTS: THE UPPER ONE CALLED GAR (GIMEL RISHONOT – THE FIRST THREE SEFIROT KAHAB) AND THE LOWER ONE CALLED ZAT (ZAYIN TACHTONOT – THE SEVEN LOWER SEFIROT FROM HESED TO MALCHUT). THE UPPER PART OF BINA IS CALLED ABBA VE IMA (AVI). BEING FILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF MERCY, ABBA VE IMA ARE IN THE STATE OF PERFECTION. THEY FEEL NO DESIRE TO RECEIVE, ONLY TO BESTOW. AVI ARE DESIGNATED BY SAMECH (NUMERICAL VALUE – 60), BECAUSE THEY INCLUDE THE THREE SEFIROT OF ZA, WHICH IN VIEW OF THE ABSENCE OF OHR HOCHMA IN ZA IS CALLED NOT KAHAB, BUT HAGAT. THEREFORE, AVI CONSIST OF SIX SEFIROT. EACH OF THEM IN TURN CONSISTS OF TEN, WHICH TOTALS AT 60 = SAMECH.  ZAT OF BINA RECEIVES THE LIGHT FROM ABOVE AND PASSES IT ON TO ZA. THIS PART OF BINA HAS THE PROPERTY OF ZA, FOR IT SHOULD RECEIVE EXACTLY WHAT ZA NEEDS. SINCE, UNLIKE BINA, IT NEEDS TO RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA FOR ZA, IT GETS SEPARATED FROM BINA AND BECOMES AN INDEPENDENTLY EXISTING PARTZUF. THIS PARTZUF IS CALLED YESHSUT AND IS DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER MEM (NUMERICAL VALUE – 40), BECAUSE IT INCLUDES THE FOUR SEFIROT TIFFERET-NETZAH-HOD-YESOD OF THE PARTZUF AVI. OWING TO ITS SHAPE (PROPERTIES) THE BLOCK-LETTER MEM IS CALLED MEM STUMAH (BLOCKED). THIS SEPARATION OF AVI INTO TWO PARTS TAKES PLACE WHEN THEY HAVE NO LIGHT OF HOCHMA, ONLY THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM. CONSEQUENTLY, THE UPPER PART OF BINA REMAINS PERFECT, WHILE THE LOWER PART FEELS ITS IMPERFECTION WITHOUT OHR HOCHMA. SINCE SPIRITUAL OBJECTS ARE SEPARATED BY DISSIMILARITY IN THEIR PROPERTIES, THE SENSATION OF IMPERFECTION CUTS THE LOWER PART OF BINA FROM THE UPPER ONE. HOWEVER, IF THOSE LOCATED BELOW IMPROVE THEIR “INTENTIONS” (CALLED “ACTIONS” IN THE SPIRITUAL) AND ASK ZA FOR HELP IN OVERCOMING THEIR EGOISM AND IN ACQUIRING SPIRITUALLY PURE, ALTRUISTIC DESIRES, ZA TURNS TO THE SUPERIOR YESHSUT, WHICH TURNS TO AVI. AVI THEN SEND THEIR REQUEST EVEN HIGHER, RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA AND PASS IT TO YESHSUT. FINALLY, YESHSUT AND AVI MERGE INTO ONE PARTZUF, BECAUSE HAVING RECEIVED OHR HOCHMA, YESHSUT BECOMES AS PERFECT AS AVI FILLED WITH OHR HASSADIM. YESHSUT PASSES THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA DOWN TO ZA, WHICH THEN TRANSFERS IT TO MALCHUT. THE LIGHT THAT MALCHUT RECEIVES FROM ZA IS REFERRED TO AS 100 BLESSINGS, BECAUSE SAMECH = 60 JOINS WITH MEM = 40. HOWEVER, WHEN MAN SINS IN HIS INTENTIONS (DESIRES, ACTIONS), MALCHUT DOES NOT RECEIVE HIS REQUEST FOR HELP AND THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA DISAPPEARS FROM ZA. ZA PASSES FROM GADLUT (BIG STATE) TO KATNUT (SMALL STATE). (WHEN ZA HAS THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA, IT IS CALLED BIG; WHEN IT IS FILLED ONLY WITH THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM, IT IS CALLED SMALL). THE GENERAL PARTZUF, BINA, IS THEN DIVIDED INTO AVI AND YESHSUT AGAIN.  IN THIS SMALL STATE (KATNUT), ZA AND MALCHUT ARE IMPERILED BY THE IMPURE FORCES – KLIPOT. TO SAFEGUARD THEM AGAINST FALLING UNDER THE PARSA INTO THE WORLDS OF THE BYA, AVI SENDS THEM THE PROPERTY OF SAMECH (THE LIGHT OF MERCY). ALTHOUGH IT IS JUST THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM WITHOUT THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA, IT PROVIDES ZA AND MALCHUT WITH THE SENSATION OF PERFECTION IN ACTS OF BESTOWAL. THUS, THE IMPURE FORCES DO NOT CLING TO THEM ANYMORE, BECAUSE THEIR SOLE INTENTION IS TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FROM THE PURE PARTZUF.  THIS IS WHY THE LIGHT THAT FILLS ZA IN KATNUT IS CALLED SAMECH. THIS TESTIFIES TO ITS ACTION: SAMECH SUPPORTS ZA AND MALCHUT AND GUARDS THEM AGAINST FALLING FROM THE WORLD OF ATZILUT UNDER THE PARSA.  THEREFORE, THE LETTER SAMECH THOUGHT THAT IF THE WORLD WERE CREATED WITH ITS PROPERTIES, IT WOULD BE ABLE TO ACHIEVE THE PURPOSE OF CREATION AND MERGE WITH THE CREATOR. ITS LIGHT CAN SHINE IN ZA AND MALCHUT EVEN IN THEIR SMALL STATE AND THE KLIPAH DOES NOT ATTEMPT TO SNATCH THE LIGHT FROM THEM. ON THE CONTRARY, THE IMPURE, EGOISTICAL FORCES FLEE FROM ITS LIGHT. SAMECH BELIEVED THAT IT WOULD BE ABLE TO PROTECT ALL THE CREATED BEINGS EVEN WHEN THEIR ACTIONS WERE EVIL.  BUT THE CREATOR SAID TO SAMECH THAT JUST BECAUSE ITS ROLE IS TO SUPPORT THOSE WHO FALL AND TO PROTECT THOSE WHO ARE BELOW IN MOMENTS OF THEIR SPIRITUAL DECLINE, IT SHOULD STAY IN ITS PLACE AND NOT MOVE FROM IT. IF THE WORLD WERE CREATED BY IT, ITS POWER WOULD FOREVER PREVAIL OVER ALL AND ZA AND MALCHUT WOULD NEVER BE ABLE TO GROW OUT OF THEIR SMALL STATE.  UNLESS ZA AND MALCHUT STIMULATE, THOSE WHO ARE BELOW (PEOPLE) TO RAISE MAN – A REQUEST FOR HELP IN BECOMING BIG, THE UPPER LIGHT WOULD NOT DESCEND TO BRING THE FINAL CORRECTION AND REDEMPTION. SO, THE LETTER SAMECH IS OBLIGED TO SUPPORT THOSE WHO ARE BELOW UNTIL THEY DESERVE MORE. BUT WHEN THEY BECOME WORTHY, THEY WILL RECEIVE ALL THE LIGHT CALLED “100 BLESSINGS” IN THEIR PARTZUF. SO, THE CREATOR REFUSED TO CREATE THE WORLD BY SAMECH.  “IN THE ABSENCE OF OHR HOCHMA, ZON IN THEIR SMALL STATE NEED YOU AND YOU CAN REALLY HELP THEM. BUT YOU CANNOT LEAD THEM TO PERFECTION; HENCE YOU ARE NOT WORTHY TO BECOME THE BASIS OF THE WORLD”.  
THE LETTER NUN
29. THE LETTER NUN ENTERED AND SAID TO THE CREATOR: “MAY IT PLEASE YOU TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH ME, BECAUSE THE PHRASE, ‘GREAT PRAISES’, (HEB. NORAH TEHILOT) STARTS WITH ME. IT IS ALSO SAID: ‘PRAISING OF THE RIGHTEOUS’”.  AND THE CREATOR REPLIED: “GO BACK TO YOUR PLACE. IT IS BECAUSE OF YOU THAT THE LETTER SAMECH RETURNED TO ITS PLACE. AND YOU SHOULD DEPEND ON IT FOR SUPPORT. THIS IS BECAUSE THE LETTER NUN STANDS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE WORD NEFILAH – FALLING, WHICH SAMECH IS BOUND TO CORRECT BY RETURNING TO ITS PLACE AND SUPPORTING THOSE WHO ARE BELOW”. NUN LEFT HIM AT ONCE.  WHEN NUN SAW THE CREATOR SENDING THE LETTER SAMECH AWAY (BECAUSE ITS PROPERTIES ARE ONLY USED IN THE SMALL STATE), IT THOUGHT THAT IT WAS WORTHY TO BE THE BASIS OF THE WORLD. NOT ONLY DID NUN HAVE ALL THE ADVANTAGES OF SAMECH, BUT IT ALSO COULD USE OHR HOCHMA, THE LIGHT OF THE BIG STATE. THE REASON FOR THE CREATOR’S REFUSAL TO SAMECH DID NOT APPLY TO NUN.  GVURA IN ZA IS CALLED NUN, BECAUSE ALL OF IT IS MITIGATED BY BINA’S PROPERTY OF MERCY CALLED NUN = 50 GATES OF BINA. THIS PROPERTY OF THE SEFIRA GVURA GIVES ZA THE NAME NORAH TEHILOT – GREAT PRAISES. IMA-BINA IS CALLED TEHILAH (PRAISE) AND SINCE GVURA DESCENDS FROM BINA, IT IS REFERRED TO AS NORAH TEHILOT – GREAT PRAISES. NUN IS USED IN THE SEFIRA YESOD IN THE BIG STATE OF ZA DURING ITS ZIVUG WITH NUKVAH. LIKE IMA, NUKVAH RECEIVES THE NAME TEHILAH, WHILE ZA BECOMES ONE IN BOTH TEHILOT –IMA AND NUKVAH.  THEREFORE, THE LETTER NUN SAID THAT BEING IN GVURA, IN THE LEFT LINE OF ZA, IT ATTRACTS THE LIGHT OF MERCY EMANATED BY SAMECH (BINA, IMA), WHICH IS ALSO CALLED THE “UPPER TEHILAH”. CONSEQUENTLY, ZA ACQUIRES ITS PROPERTIES AND THE NAME NORAH TEHILOT TO MATCH THEM. NUN HAS ALL THE PROPERTIES OF SAMECH: THE LIGHT OF MERCY THAT PROVIDES PERFECTION AND REPELS THE IMPURE FORCES-DESIRES.  “I AM PRIVILEGED TO BE USED DURING THE BIG STATE OF ZA IN ITS YESOD, IN THE LETTER TZADI, OF WHICH I AM THE LEFT ELEMENT”. THIS NUN IN THE LETTER TZADI IS JUST THE ONE DEFINED AS NORAH TEHILOT, SINCE EVEN WHEN ZA ACHIEVES GADLUT DURING THE ASCENT OF ZON TO AVI; NUN THEN JOINS YESOD OF ZA WITH NUKVAH BACK-TO-BACK AND ZA RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF MERCY FROM AVI (SAMECH).  IN THIS CASE NUN IS CALLED “PRAISING OF THE RIGHTEOUS”, BECAUSE YUD (RIGHTEOUS, THE BASIS OF THE WORLD) MOUNTS ON IT. NUN IS THEN CALLED “GREAT PRAISES”, BECAUSE IT ATTRACTS THE LIGHT OF WISDOM TO MALCHUT IN THE BIG STATE.  WE FIND THAT MALCHUT RECEIVES ALL ITS BEAUTY FROM NUN, WHICH IS IN YESOD OF ZA. THEREFORE, NUN CLAIMED THAT IT IS WORTHY FOR THE WORLD TO BE CREATED WITH ITS PROPERTIES. ITS LUMINESCENCE ADDS TO THE LIGHT OF WISDOM THAT UNITES AND REVIVES ZON, AND DOES NOT JUST SUPPORT THEM LIKE THE LETTER SAMECH.  SO, THE CREATOR TOLD IT: “YOU CANNOT LEAD THE WORLD TO ITS FINAL CORRECTION WITHOUT THE CLINGING OF IMPURE FORCES. EVEN YOUR PROPERTIES NEED TO BE SUPPORTED BY THE LETTER SAMECH. THIS IS WHY YOU ARE CONNECTED BACK-TO-BACK WITH THE LETTER YUD, AND THE LIGHT OF SAMECH GUARDS YOU AGAINST THE KLIPOT. HENCE YOUR PROPERTIES, WHICH REST UPON THE FORCE OF SAMECH, ARE A MERE SUPPORT. SO, YOU ARE UNWORTHY OF BECOMING THE BASIS OF THE WORLD”. 
THE LETTER MEM
30. THE LETTER MEM ENTERED AND SAID: “MASTER OF THE WORLD, MAY IT PLEASE YOU TO CREATE THE WORLD BY ME, BECAUSE WITH ME YOU ARE CALLED MELECH (KING)”. THE CREATOR TOLD IT: “IT IS INDEED SO, BUT I SHALL NOT CREATE THE WORLD, BECAUSE THE WORLD NEEDS A KING. GO BACK TO YOUR PLACE, YOU AND THE LETTERS LAMED AND CHAF, AS IT IS NOT PROPER FOR THE WORLD TO BE WITHOUT A KING”. THE LETTER MEM IS HESED IN ZA, WHICH RECEIVES THE LIGHT FROM HESED IN BINA. WHEN IN ADDITION TO THE LIGHT OF MERCY IN ITS SMALL STATE ZA RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF WISDOM AND BECOMES BIG, ITS SEFIROT HAGAT TURN INTO THE SEFIROT HOCHMA-BINA-DA’AT (HABAD). THIS MEANS THAT HESED IN ZA ASCENDS AND BECOMES HOCHMA, WHICH REVEALS A NEW LIGHT, THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA, OF THE CREATOR’S FACE. THE LETTER MEM SAID THAT IT IS SUITABLE FOR THE WORLD TO BE CREATED BY IT, BECAUSE IT REVEALS THE CREATOR’S LIGHT TO THE WORLD. THIS ELIMINATES ANY RISK OF THE KLIPOT CLINGING, SO THE FINAL CORRECTION IS GUARANTEED TO THE WORLD. BUT THE CREATOR TOLD IT THAT IT WAS FORBIDDEN TO REVEAL THIS LIGHT TO THE WORLD, BECAUSE IT SHOULD BE FIRST DRESSED IN THE THREE LETTERS OF THE WORD MELECH. THE BIG LIGHT MAY BE REVEALED IN THE WORLD ONLY IF MEM JOINS WITH THE LETTERS LAMED AND CHAF. SO, HE SAID: “GO AND JOIN WITH THEM”. MEM IN THE WORD MELECH IS HESED. LAMED IS BINA, WHICH PASSES THE LIGHT TO ZA. THE LETTER KAF (CHAF) IS MALCHUT, NUKVAH OF ZA, SINCE THERE CANNOT BE MELECH – KING WITHOUT MALCHUT – KINGDOM. ALL THE LIGHT BECOMES REVEALED THANKS TO MALCHUT.  IN THIS CASE MALCHUT SHINES FROM ZA IN 3 PLACES:  1) MALCHUT BECOMES A KISSE (THRONE) FOR A KING (ZA). KISSE DERIVES FROM KISSUI (COVER, CONCEALMENT), SO IT IS DESIGNATED BY THE BENDED LETTER CHAF; 2) MALCHUT IS CLOTHED IN ZA, BECAUSE THE BIG LIGHT IS ONLY REVEALED TO ISRAEL. WHEN ITS KINGDOM IS REVEALED, ZA FREES ITSELF FROM MALCHUT’S COVER AND TOSSES IT UPON THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD, IDOLATERS, AND THE LIGHT OF ITS FACE IS POURED UPON ISRAEL. EVERY RIGHTEOUS MAN THEN POINTS HIS FINGER AT THE CREATOR AND SAYS: “THIS IS THE ONE I ASPIRED FOR!” THIS SPREADING OF THE LIGHT IS DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER CHAF; 3) MALCHUT BECOMES A CROWN ON THE HEAD OF ZA. THIS IS THE PROPERTY OF THE LETTER CHAF, OF KETER.  
THE LETTER CHAF
31. AT THAT TIME THE LETTER CHAF DESCENDED FROM THE KISSE – THE CREATOR’S THRONE. IT STOOD BEFORE HIM TREMBLING AND SAID: “MASTER OF THE WORLD, MAY IT PLEASE YOU TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH ME, BECAUSE I AM YOUR GLORY (CAVOD)”. WHEN THE LETTER CHAF DESCENDED FROM HIS THRONE ALL THE WORLDS WERE SHAKEN AND THE THRONE TREMBLED. AND ALL THE WORLDS WERE ABOUT TO COLLAPSE. THE CREATOR THEN SAID TO CHAF: “WHAT ARE YOU DOING HERE? I SHALL NOT CREATE THE WORLD WITH YOU. GO BACK TO YOUR PLACE, BECAUSE YOU STAND AT THE BEGINNING OF THE WORDS CLAYAH (DESTRUCTION) AND CALAH (BRIDE)”. THE CREATOR’S THRONE IS A NAME OF THE WORLD OF BERIA. THE APPEARANCE OF MEM BEFORE THE CREATOR MADE THE LETTER CHAF FALL FROM HIS THRONE. HOCHMA AND BINA OF THE WORLD OF BERIA TREMBLED, AND SO DID ALL THE LOWER WORLDS WITH THEIR INHABITANTS. ALL THE ARGUMENTS THE LETTERS ADDUCED IN THEIR DESIRE FOR THE WORLD TO BE CREATED WITH EACH OF THEM IS LIKE RAISING MAN – A REQUEST FOR RECEPTION OF THE UPPER LIGHT (CALLED MAD) IN THE PRECISE MEASURE CORRESPONDING TO THIS OR THAT LETTER. IN THIS CASE ZON WILL BE RULED BY THE WORLD. THE LIGHT DESCENDING FROM ZON RULES WITH THE MAD THAT WAS RAISED BY EACH LETTER, BECAUSE MAD EXACTLY CORRESPONDS TO MAN BOTH IN QUANTITY AND QUALITY. MAN IS A PROPERTY OF A LETTER. HENCE EACH LETTER ARGUES THAT IT CAN DRAW SUCH A LIGHT FROM ABOVE, WHICH WILL CERTAINLY BRING THE ENTIRE CREATION TO THE PURPOSE. SIMILARLY, THE CREATOR’S ANSWERS TO EACH OF THE 22 LETTERS OF ZON DE ATZILUT CONSTITUTE THE DESCENDING MAD (THE UPPER LIGHT, POWER, HELP) THAT EXACTLY CORRESPONDS TO MAN RAISED BY THIS OR THAT LETTER. WHEN THE UPPER LIGHT THAT DESCENDS FROM ONE OF THE LETTERS BEGINS TO RULE OVER THE WORLD, THIS SIGNIFIES THE CREATOR’S REPLY TO THAT LETTER. THUS, ITS INABILITY TO RULE OVER THE WORLD BECOMES REVEALED, FOR THE IMPURE FORCES CLING TO ONE OF ITS PROPERTIES. BY CREATING TWO PRECISELY BALANCED OPPOSING SYSTEMS OF PURE AND IMPURE FORCES, THE CREATOR RESPONDED TO EACH LETTER’S INDIVIDUAL CLAIMS. THUS, THE CREATOR AMUSED HIMSELF WITH EACH OF THE 22 LETTERS ENABLING THEM TO REVEAL THEIR PROPERTIES, UNTIL THEIR ASPIRATIONS AND ANALYSIS DETERMINED WHICH OF THEM WAS WORTHY OF BECOMING THE BASIS OF THE WORLD. FROM THIS, IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT WHEN THE LETTER MEM BEGAN TO POUR ITS LIGHT UPON THE WORLD, IT BROUGHT THE FALL OF KISSE (THRONE). KISSE HAS TWO PROPERTIES: (I) IT COVERS, CONCEALS THE CREATOR (KISSUI); (II) IT REVEALS THE CREATOR’S GREATNESS IN THE WORLDS WITH THE HELP OF THE THREE LETTERS MELECH. MALCHUT, WHICH BECAME THE CREATOR’S COVER, RISES AND TURNS TO CHAF – THE CREATOR’S DRESS. IT REVEALS THE KING AND BECOMES A CROWN ON HIS HEAD. BUT AS SOON AS THE LETTER MEM THAT WAS NOT CLOTHED IN CHAF BEGAN TO REVEAL THE LIGHT OF THE CREATOR’S FACE, CHAF FELL FROM THE THRONE OF HIS GLORY, STOPPED CONCEALING HIM AND STATED THAT FROM NOW ON ONLY HIS REVEALED GLORY WILL RULE OVER IT. AS A RESULT OF CHAF’S FALL FROM THE THRONE, TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND WORLDS SHOOK AND TREMBLED ON THE VERGE OF COLLAPSE. THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE LOWER PARTZUF AND THE ONE ABOVE IT CONSISTS IN THE FACT THAT MALCHUT OF THE UPPER LEVEL BECOMES KETER OF THE LOWER ONE. THE PROPERTY OF THE LETTER CHAF DRESSES MALCHUT OF THE UPPER SPIRITUAL OBJECT INTO KETER OF THE LOWER ONE. THERE ARE THREE PECULIARITIES TO THE THRONE: (I) 6 STEPS LEADING TO THE THRONE, THE 6 SEFIROT HESED-GVURA-TIFFERET-NETZAH-HOD-YESOD OF THE UPPER PARTZUF; (II) 4 LEGS OF THE THRONE, THE LIGHT IN THE SEFIROT KETER-HOCHMA-BINA-DA’AT OF THE LOWER PARTZUF; (III) MALCHUT OF THE UPPER PARTZUF THAT DESCENDS TO THE LOWER ONE, DRESSES INTO IT AND PASSES IT ALL THE LIGHT. SO, WHEN CHAF FELL FROM THE THRONE OF THE CREATOR’S GLORY, THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT AND THE WORLD OF BERIA (THRONE) WAS SEVERED. THIS OCCURRED, BECAUSE CHAF, I.E. MALCHUT OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT DRESSED IN THE SEFIROT KETER-HOCHMA-BINA-DA’AT OF THE WORLD OF BERIA, POURS ALL THE LIGHT ON THE WORLD OF BERIA (CALLED THRONE OF HIS GLORY). BUT WHEN THE LETTER CHAF FELL FROM THE THRONE, IT TREMBLED, BECAUSE IT LOST THE POWER TO GIVE TO BERIA. TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND WORLDS (HOCHMA AND BINA OF THE WORLD OF BERIA) SHOOK IN THEIR FEAR TO COLLAPSE, FOR THEY LOST ALL THE LIFE FORCE THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. SIMILARLY, BINA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT IS CONNECTED WITH ZON. BINA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT CONSISTS OF TEN SEFIROT. THE LAST, MALCHUT OF THE SEFIRA BINA, WHICH IS DRESSED IN ZA, IS THE LETTER CHAF. THIS CHAF IS THE CREATOR’S THRONE IN ZA. THE CREATOR IS BINA, THE SEFIRA ABOVE ZA>. ZA BECOMES A THRONE FOR BINA. DURING THE FALL BINA AND ZA BECOME DISUNITED. CHAF IS MALCHUT OF BINA; IT DRESSES INTO ZA AND PASSES IT ALL THE LIGHT. THEREFORE, IT TREMBLED (COULD NOT PASS THE LIGHT TO ZA) AND SO DID TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND WORLDS CALLED HOCHMA AND BINA OR KAHABD (FOUR LEGS OF THRONE), BECAUSE ALL THE LIGHT DISAPPEARED FROM THEM. THE WORLDS TREMBLED IN FEAR OF COLLAPSE, I.E. THE SEFIROT HESED-GVURA-TIFFERET-NETZAH-HOD-YESOD IN ZA THAT INCLUDED ALL THE WORLDS BELOW THEM, FOR ALL THE LIGHT OF BINA DISAPPEARED FROM THEM. THE CREATOR TOLD THE LETTER CHAF THAT BECAUSE IT FELL FROM THE THRONE OF HIS GLORY, THE THREE FIRST SEFIROT OF ZA TREMBLED. ALL OF THE OTHER WORLDS WERE ON THE VERGE OF COLLAPSE AND TOTAL DESTRUCTION WITHOUT ANY HOPE OF RESTORATION. THIS IS WHY THE LETTER CHAF SHOULD GO BACK TO ITS PLACE IN THE THRONE OF GLORY. THE RETURN OF CHAF TO ITS PLACE IN THE CREATOR’S THRONE TAKES PLACE AT THE SAME MOMENT, WHEN HE REFUSES TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH THE LETTER MEM, BECAUSE THE WORLD NEEDS A KING.  
THE LETTER YUD
32. THE LETTER YUD ENTERED AND SAID: “MASTER OF THE WORLD! MAY IT PLEASE YOU TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH ME, BECAUSE I AM THE FIRST LETTER IN YOUR HOLY NAME”. THE CREATOR REPLIED: “IT SHOULD SUFFICE YOU TO BE ENGRAVED UPON MY NAME AND APPEAR IN ME. ALL YOUR ASPIRATIONS ARE IN ME. IT WOULD NOT BE PROPER FOR YOU TO BE REMOVED FROM MY NAME”.  SINCE YUD IS THE FIRST LETTER OF THE CREATOR’S NAME HAVAYAH (YUD-HEY-VAV-HEY), (I.E. THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATOR’S REVELATION TO THE CREATED BEINGS, THE FIRST LEVEL OF THE UPPER LIGHT), THE LETTER CLAIMED THAT THE WORLD WAS CREATED WITH ITS PROPERTIES. THE CREATOR OBJECTS TO WHAT IT SAYS. AS WAS STATED, THE CREATOR AMUSES HIMSELF WITH EACH LETTER BY ANSWERING THEIR QUESTIONS. THE QUESTIONS ARE THE MAN THAT THE LETTERS RAISE, WHILE THE CREATOR’S ANSWERS ARE THE MAD IN THE FORM OF THE UPPER LIGHT. SO, BY TELLING YUD “IT SHOULD SUFFICE” THE CREATOR EXPLAINED THE CREATION OF RESTRICTION, WHERE BELOW THIS, LEVEL THE LIGHT WAS NOT ALLOWED TO DESCEND. THIS RESTRICTION IS MARKED IN THE CREATOR’S NAME SHADDAI (SHIN-DALET-YUD). AFTER YUD BEGAN TO SPREAD WITH THE BIG LIGHT, THE CREATOR STOPPED IT, FORBIDDING IT TO REACH THE LETTER TAV. IT COULD ONLY SPREAD TO SHIN. HE TOLD IT: “ENOUGH, DO NOT SPREAD ANYMORE. OTHERWISE YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO CONSTANTLY REMAIN IN MY NAME HAVAYAH”.  THE SAGES SAID: “MY NAME IS NOT PRONOUNCED AS IT IS INSCRIBED. IT IS INSCRIBED HAVAYAH AND PRONOUNCED ADONAI” (THE TALMUD. PESAHIM, 50). THE NAME HAVAYAH IS NOT SUBJECT TO CHANGE, AS IT IS WRITTEN: “FOR I THE LORD CHANGE NOT” (MALACHI 3:6). BECAUSE IN THE DAYS OF EXISTENCE OF THE WORLD, UNCORRECTED THINGS EMERGE AND RECEIVE CORRECTION, MEANING THAT EVERYTHING KEEPS CHANGING. SO UP TO THE FINAL CORRECTION, THE CREATOR IS CALLED ADONAI, BECAUSE THIS NAME IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE, WHILE HAVAYAH IS NOT.  IN THE FUTURE, AFTER THE END OF CORRECTION, HAVAYAH WILL BE PRONOUNCED AS IT IS WRITTEN. THEREFORE, THE CREATOR SAID: “IF I SEE SOME EVIL IN YOU, YOU WILL BE REMOVED FROM MY NAME, FOR MY NAME HAVAYAH MAY NOT BE SPOILED BY EVIL OR ITS CORRECTION. HENCE THE WORLD CANNOT BE CREATED BY YOUR PROPERTIES”. THERE ARE THREE LEVELS IN THE LETTER YUD: IN HOCHMA OF ZA, IN HOCHMA OF AVI AND IN HOCHMA OF ARICH ANPIN CALLED CONCEALED WISDOM. THE HAVAYAH BEGINS WITH A DOT, WHICH THEN TURNS INTO YUD. YUD (OHR HOCHMA) SPREADS TO THE SIDES AND DOWNWARDS AND TURNS INTO THE LETTER DALET, WHICH CONSISTS OF A HORIZONTAL ROOF-LIKE LINE THAT INDICATES THE PROPERTY OF BINA-IMA (MERCY, HASSADIM). WHEN OHR HASSADIM STOPS SPREADING IN BREADTH, OHR HOCHMA BEGINS TO SPREAD DOWNWARDS IN THE FORM OF A VERTICAL LINE, THE LEG OF THE LETTER DALET (PROPERTY OF HOCHMA-ABBA). THE GENERAL PROPERTY OF AVI IS DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER DALET. AVI BEGET ZA, WHICH IS DESIGNATED BY VAV INSIDE DALET AND FORMS THE SHAPE OF THE LETTER HEY. TO PUT IT MORE PRECISELY, THE REQUEST OF ZA (VAV) COMPELS AVI TO UNITE THEIR PROPERTIES OF HOCHMA (VERTICAL LINE) AND HASSADIM (HORIZONTAL LINE) WITH THE HELP OF THE LETTER YUD. CONSEQUENTLY, AVI RECEIVE THE LIGHT FROM YUD AND PASS IT ON TO ZA.  THE SCREEN WITH THE DESIRES OF MALCHUT IS CALLED A POINT, BECAUSE IT GENERATES THE REFLECTED LIGHT. SINCE THE RECEIVED LIGHT ALWAYS CONSISTS OF TEN LIGHTS, THE SCREEN IS CALLED TEN POINTS. YUD STANDS FOR THE SPREADING OF NEKUDOT INSIDE THE PARTZUF KETER, VAV SIGNIFIES THE SPREADING OF NEKUDOT INSIDE THE PARTZUF HOCHMA. HOWEVER, THERE IS NO LETTER IN THE HAVAYAH THAT POINTS AT THE SPREADING OF THE LIGHT IN KETER. INSERTION OR REMOVAL OF THE LETTER YUD IN A WORD MEANS PRESENCE OR ABSENCE OF THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. THERE ARE FOUR KINDS OF CORRECTION: 1. IBUR 1 – A CONCEPTION OF THE SMALL STATE OF ZON: AN ABSOLUTELY PASSIVE SPIRITUAL STATE. THE LETTER YUD IS ADDED TO THE WORD OHR (LIGHT) AND TRANSFORMS IT INTO AVIR (AIR) – VAK OF THE PARTZUF. 2. THE LETTER YUD EXITS FROM THE WORD AVIR, WHICH CONVERTS IT BACK INTO OHR: THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA ENTERS VAK OF THE PARTZUF. 3. IBUR 2 – A CONCEPTION OF THE BIG STATE OF ZON: AHP OF BINA ASCEND FROM ZON TO BINA AND SO DO GE DE ZON, BECAUSE THEY WERE IN THE SMALL STATE, WHICH IS DEFINED AS A CONCEPTION OF GE DE ZON. B. 4. THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA SPREADS.  
THE LETTER TET
33. THE LETTER TET ENTERED AND SAID: “MASTER OF THE WORLD, MAY IT PLEASE YOU TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH ME, BECAUSE BY ME YOU ARE CALLED TOV (GOOD)”. THE CREATOR REPLIED: “I WILL NOT CREATE THE WORLD WITH YOU, BECAUSE YOUR GOODNESS IS CONCEALED WITHIN YOU. THEREFORE, IT CANNOT TAKE ANY PART IN THIS WORLD THAT I WANT TO CREATE. I WILL ONLY BE REVEALED IN THE WORLD TO COME. SO, BECAUSE YOUR GOODNESS IS CONCEALED WITHIN YOU, THE GATES OF THE PALACE WILL SINK INTO THE GROUND. WHEN YOU JOIN TOGETHER, THE WORD CHET (SIN) WILL BE FORMED. THIS IS WHY THESE TWO LETTERS DO NOT APPEAR IN THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL”.  THE LETTER TET (9) IS THE INNER PROPERTY OF THE SEFIRA YESOD IN ZA, AND THE OUTER PROPERTY OF YESOD IN ZA IS THE LETTER TZADI (90). IT JOINS WITH NUKVAH OF ZA, FORMING THE NOTION OF TZADIK (RIGHTEOUS). BESIDES BEING THE INNER PROPERTY OF THE SEFIRA YESOD IN ZA, TET IS ALSO THE 9TH LETTER AMONG THE LETTERS OF BINA IN ZA. IT IS CALLED TOV (GOOD). SINCE TOV IS ALSO CALLED TZADIK AND THE KLIPOT DO NOT CLING TO IT, TET CLAIMS THAT IT IS WORTHY OF BECOMING THE BASIS OF THE WORLD.  THE CREATOR TOLD TET THAT IT SHOULD BE CONCEALED FROM SINNERS; ONLY THE RIGHTEOUS WILL BE WORTHY OF IT IN THE WORLD TO COME, BUT IT TAKES NO PART IN THE CREATION AND CORRECTION OF THE WORLD BECAUSE THE WORLD IS ZON AND THE LETTER TET IS CONSTANTLY THREATENED BY THE KLIPOT.  BECAUSE THIS, LIGHT SHINES SECRETLY INSIDE ZA, NUKVAH WILL NOT BE ABLE TO RECEIVE IT DIRECTLY, BUT ONLY THROUGH ITS CONCEALMENT IN IT. THE GATES OF NUKVAH SINK INTO THE SEFIRA YESOD AND SAFEGUARD THEMSELVES AGAINST THE KLIPOT. EVEN AT THE TIME OF DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE THE IMPURE FORCES COULD NOT RULE OVER THE GATES AND THEY SANK INTO THE GROUND. THE CREATOR SAID TO TET: “I CANNOT CREATE THE WORLD WITH YOU, BECAUSE YOU SHOULD BE PROTECTED THIS WAY”. THERE ARE TWO PIPES, CHANNELS IN THE SEFIRA YESOD OF ZA IN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT: THE RIGHT ONE SERVES FOR THE BIRTH OF THE SOULS AND THE LEFT ONE FOR THROWING WASTE TO THE KLIPOT. THE LETTER CHET IS HOD. ITS PROPERTY IS MALCHUT IN ZA, THE LEFT PIPE IN YESOD OF ZA, BECAUSE THE PROPERTIES OF THE LETTER CHET ARE THE PROPERTIES OF KUF INCLUDED IN YESOD. KUF EMANATES “NER DAKIK”, THE SMALL LUMINESCENCE FROM WHICH THE KLIPOT RECEIVE STRENGTH TO BE SIMILAR TO A PURE MAN’S IMAGE. THIS IS BECAUSE THE CREATOR SIMULTANEOUSLY CREATED PURITY AND IMPURITY. THESE TWO PIPES ARE LOCATED VERY CLOSE TO EACH OTHER, SEPARATED ONLY BY A THIN PARTITION, WHICH IS CALLED “GARLIC RIND”. CONSEQUENTLY, THE LEFT PIPE HAS STRENGTH TO RULE OVER THE RIGHT ONE. THIS FORMS CHET (NUMERICAL VALUE 8+9=17).  THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF CHET (17) EQUALS THAT OF THE WORD TOV (9+6+2=17), WHICH MEANS THAT THE IMPURE FORCE OPPOSES THE PURE ONE. IF THE RIGHT PIPE (I.E. THE LETTER TET) PREVAILS, THE WORD CHET (SIN) WILL TURN INTO TOV (GOOD, GOODNESS).  SINCE THE LEFT PIPE HAS STRENGTH TO RULE OVER THE RIGHT ONE, THE IMPURE FORCES CAN TAKE THE UPPER LIGHT FOR THEIR OWN, WHICH GIVES POWER TO THE SINNERS OF THE WORLD. HENCE NEITHER CHET NOR TET APPEAR IN THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. THIS INDICATES THAT THEY (THE TRIBES) ARE ABOVE THE LETTER CHET, THE ROOT OF ALL THE OPPOSING IMPURE FORCES.  WHEN ALL THE LETTERS WERE BLESSED THROUGH THE LETTER BET, THEY LINED UP IN THEIR ALPHABETICAL ORDER, IN WHICH THE LETTERS TET AND RESH JOIN TOGETHER. THE LETTER TET ROSE, BUT DID NOT TAKE ITS PLACE. SO, THE CREATOR ASKED: “TET, WHY DID YOU RISE, BUT DO NOT TAKE YOUR PLACE?” IT REPLIED: “YOU CREATED ME TO BEGIN THE WORDS TOV (GOODNESS) AND TORAH, AS IT IS WRITTEN: ‘AND THE CREATOR SAW THAT THE LIGHT WAS GOOD’. HOW THEN CAN I STAND BESIDE THE LETTER RESH, WHICH BEGINS THE WORD RAH (EVIL)?”  THE CREATOR TOLD IT: “GO BACK TO YOUR PLACE, BECAUSE YOU NEED THE LETTER RESH. MAN, WHOM I INTEND TO CREATE, COMBINES ALL THESE PROPERTIES; YOU AS THE RIGHT PROPERTY AND RESH AS THE LEFT ONE”. AFTER THAT, BOTH TET AND RESH RETURNED TO THEIR PLACES. THREE LINES APPEAR IN ZA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. BUT THEY APPEAR IN THEIR SOURCE, BINA: AS A RESULT OF THE 2ND RESTRICTION, MALCHUT RISES TO BINA AND THE SEFIROT BINAZA-MALCHUT FALL DOWN INTO THE LOWER PARTZUF ZA. BINA IS CALLED ELOH-IM (ALEPH-LAMEDHEY-YUD-MEM). AS A RESULT OF 2ND RESTRICTION, ITS PART ALEPH-LAMED-HEY (AHP) FELL INTO THE LOWER PARTZUF ZA. ONLY THE LETTERS YUD-MEM REMAINED IN BINA. IT MEANS THAT ONLY VAK, (GE) REMAINED IN IT FROM THE PREVIOUS LEVEL OF GAR. WHATEVER IS LEFT IS DESIGNATED BY THE SIGN CALLED HOLAM – VAV WITH A DOT ABOVE IT, BECAUSE THIS IS THE RIGHT LINE, OHR HASSADIM.  IN THE BIG STATE, THE LETTERS ALEPH-LAMED-HEY RETURNED TO BINA AND JOINED WITH YUDMEM. THE LEVEL OF GAR RETURNED, THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IN BINA IS PARTIAL, BECAUSE THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM DISAPPEARED AND THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA CANNOT SHINE WITHOUT THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM. THE RETURNED LETTERS A-L-H ARE SHURUK – VAV WITH A DOT INSIDE THE LETTER, BECAUSE DUE TO ITS RESTRICTIONS IT CONSTITUTES THE LEFT LINE.  THESE RESTRICTIONS ARE EFFECTIVE UNTIL ZON THAT ROSE TO BINA BEGINS TO ACCEPT THE LIGHT. THE MIDDLE LINE EMERGES AND REDUCES THE GAR OF HOCHMA IN THE LEFT LINE. AS A RESULT OF THIS, THE RIGHT LINE JOINS WITH THE LEFT LINE: OHR HOCHMA SHINES INSIDE OHR HASSADIM. THIS MIDDLE LINE IS CALLED HIRIK – VAV WITH A DOT UNDER IT, OR THE SCREEN OF HIRIK, BECAUSE THE LIGHT ENTERS INTO THE PARTZUF WITH ITS HELP.  SINCE BINA REGAINED THE GAR WITH ZA’S HELP, ZA ALSO BEGINS TO RECEIVE THIS LIGHT FROM BINA. YUD-MEM, TET AND HOLAM CONSTITUTE THE RIGHT LIGHT, ALEPH-LAMED-HEY, RESH AND SHURUK CONSTITUTE THE LEFT LINE.  NOW LET’S TRANSLATE IT INTO THE LANGUAGE OF THE SEFIROT. WHEN BINA RETURNED TO THE STATE OF GADLUT, ALEPH-LAMED-HEY JOINED WITH YUD-MEM AND THE LEFT LINE MERGED WITH THE RIGHT ONE. THIS SEPARATED THE LETTER TET (RIGHT LINE, HASSADIM) FROM THE LETTER RESH (LEFT LINE). SO THAT THEY CANNOT STAND SIDE BY SIDE UNTIL THE CREATOR (ZA, MIDDLE LINE) REDUCED THE GAR OF BOTH THE LEFT AND THE RIGHT LINE, WHICH IS EXPRESSED BY THE WORDS: “AND THE CREATOR COMMANDED IT TO RETURN TO ITS PLACE”. THE GAR OF HOCHMA IS CALLED MANULA, THE LOCK WHICH PREVENTS THE LIGHT FROM ENTERING INTO THE PARTZUF. DIMINUTION OF THIS LIGHT IS CALLED MIFTECHA, OR THE KEY THAT OPENS A PASSAGE FOR THE LIGHT, VAK OF HOCHMA, TO SPREAD INTO THE PARTZUF. TET, THE RIGHT LINE THEN RECEIVES OHR HOCHMA FROM THE LEFT LINE; TET JOINS WITH RESH AND RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FROM IT. OTHERWISE IT WOULD HAVE REMAINED IN VAK. ADAM IS CREATED FROM THE MERGING OF THESE TWO LINES.  WHY WAS THE LETTER TET RELUCTANT TO JOIN WITH THE LETTER RESH AND HAD TO BE FORCED TO DO SO BY THE CREATOR? IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, A ROOT RULES OVER ALL ITS BRANCHES. TET DID NOT WISH TO JOIN WITH RESH, BECAUSE IT WAS BOUND TO BECOME A BRANCH AND SUBMIT TO ITS ROOT, RESH. HOWEVER, THE CREATOR WANTED TET TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA FROM RESH TO ENABLE MAN TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF THE GAR. SO, WHEN ALEPH-LAMED-HEY RETURN TO BINA, BINA’S RESTRICTIONS WOULD BE WEAKENED TO ALLOW RESH TO MERGE WITH TET AND RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM FROM IT. TET TURNS OUT TO BECOME THE ROOT WITH REGARD TO RESH, FOR WITHOUT ITS HASSADIM, RESH WOULD BE UNABLE TO SHINE.  
THE LETTER ZAYIN
34. THE LETTER ZAYIN ENTERED AND SAID TO HIM: “MASTER OF THE WORLD, MAY IT PLEASE YOU TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH ME, BECAUSE THE SHABBAT IS PRESERVED WITH MY HELP. FOR IT IS WRITTEN: ‘REMEMBER (ZECHOR) THE SHABBAT DAY, TO KEEP IT HOLY’”. THE CREATOR REPLIED: “I WILL NOT CREATE THE WORLD WITH YOU BECAUSE YOU REPRESENT WAR, BECAUSE SWORDS AND SPEARS THAT ARE CALLED “KLI ZAYIN” (ARMS) ARE MADE BY YOU. AND YOU ARE LIKE THE LETTER NUN, WITH WHICH THE WORLD WAS NOT CREATED BECAUSE IT STANDS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE WORD NEFILAH (FALLING)” (SEE § 29). AFTER THAT THE LETTER ZAYIN LEFT HIM. THE LETTER ZAYIN IS A COMBINATION OF VAV AND YUD, WHICH SIGNIFIES THE BIG STATE AND THE BIG LIGHT IN MALCHUT, ZA’S WIFE. THIS IS BECAUSE MALCHUT INCLUDES ITSELF INTO HER HUSBAND, ZA (DESIGNATED BY VAV) AND BECOMES A CROWN (YUD) ON ITS HEAD. THESE TWO LETTERS, VAV AND YUD, TOGETHER FORM THE LETTER ZAYIN. THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN: “REMEMBER THE SHABBAT DAY, TO KEEP IT HOLY”. AS A RESULT OF NUKVAH’S ASCENDING TO THE HEAD OF ZA AND BECOMING ITS CROWN, IT INCLUDES ITSELF INTO THE WORD ZECHOR (REMEMBER) AND RECEIVES THE NAME NUKVAH KODESH (HOLY NUKVAH). THE LETTER ZAYIN CLAIMED THAT SINCE THIS LIGHT IS SO BIG AND HOLY THAT IT BRINGS ABSOLUTE REST ON THIS DAY (PURITY IS COMPLETELY SEPARATED FROM IMPURITY IN THE STATE OF SHABBAT), IT THEN IS WORTHY OF BECOMING THE BASIS FOR THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. ZAYIN IS NETZAH IN ZA. WHEN NUKVAH IS INCLUDED INTO NETZAH AND MERGES WITH ITS PROPERTIES, IT GAINS STRENGTH TO RISE TOGETHER WITH ZA TO AVI. THERE IT BECOMES A CROWN ADORNING ITS HEAD AND THIS SIGNIFIES THE HOLY DAY OF SHABBAT. SINCE THIS CORRECTION TAKES PLACE AS A RESULT OF ITS INCLUSION INTO THE MALE ESSENCE AND ASCENT TO AVI, NUKVAH CAN ONLY BE COMPLETELY CORRECTED AFTER 6000 YEARS.  AS NUKVAH RETURNS TO ITS PLACE ON WEEKDAYS, HER CONNECTION WITH THE LETTER ZAYIN IS DEFINED AS KLI ZAYIN (ARMS). ALL THE WARS WITH THE IMPURE FORCES, LIKE WEEKDAYS PREPARING THE SHABBAT, ORIGINATE IN IT.  ON WEEKDAYS EVERYONE SHOULD DEFEAT HIS IMPURE FORCE AND DESERVE THE KING’S DAUGHTER, THE SHABBAT. HOWEVER, DURING 6000 YEARS, THE LIGHT OF THE SHABBAT IS INSUFFICIENT FOR NEUTRALIZING THE IMPURE FORCES BECAUSE WEEKDAYS RETURN AND SURROUND THE SHABBAT. THIS CONTINUES UNTIL THE FINAL CORRECTION, WHEN THERE WILL ONLY BE THE SHABBAT, THE DAY OF ABSOLUTE AND ETERNAL PERFECTION. THEREFORE, THE CREATOR REPLIED TO ZAYIN: “I WILL NOT CREATE THE WORLD WITH YOU, BECAUSE WHEN YOU ARE IN YOUR OWN PLACE, YOUR LIGHT IS STILL IMPERFECT. ONLY AFTER YOU DEFEAT THE IMPURE FORCES WILL MAN BE ABLE TO REACH YOU”. THE SHAPE OF THE LETTER VAV (ZA) RESEMBLES A SPEAR, WHICH IS READY TO STRIKE AND PIERCE THE IMPURE FORCES. GVUROT (COURAGE) SIGNIFIES THE LEFT LINE OF BINA’S MALE PART (NUN).  
THE LETTERS VAV AND HEY
35. THE LETTER VAV ENTERED AND PLEADED BEFORE THE CREATOR: “MAY IT PLEASE YOU TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH ME, BECAUSE I AM ONE OF THE LETTERS OF YOUR NAME HAVAYAH (YUD-HEY-VAV-HEY)”. THE CREATOR REPLIED: “VAV, YOU AND THE LETTER HEY SHOULD BE SATISFIED WITH BEING WRITTEN IN MY NAME. I SHALL THEREFORE NOT CREATE THE WORLD WITH YOU”.  ALTHOUGH THE LETTER YUD EXPRESSED A SIMILAR REQUEST, VAV THOUGHT THAT YUD HAD BEEN TURNED DOWN BECAUSE OF ITS EXCESSIVE SPIRITUAL POWER. THIS IS WHY VAV CLAIMED THAT IT WOULD BE GOOD TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH ITS PROPERTIES, I.E. ACCORDING TO THE LETTERS VAV-HEY IN THE NAME HAVAYAH, WITH THE LIGHT OF THE UPPER BINA – IMA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT.  THE CREATOR RESPONDED WITH THE SAME ANSWER HE HAD GIVEN TO THE LETTER YUD. HE SAID: “DAY (DALET-YUD), STOP AT THE LETTER SHIN AND SPREAD NO MORE, BECAUSE THE IMPURE FORCES WILL CLING TO YOU”. THIS IS WHY THE LETTERS VAV AND HEY ARE NOT SUITABLE FOR THE WORLD TO BE CREATED WITH THEIR PROPERTIES.  THE SEFIRA TIFFERET IS DESIGNATED BY THE BIG LETTER VAV (VAV WITH HEAD), BECAUSE IT HAS ALL THE SIX (VAV) SEFIROT HESED-GVURA-TIFFERET-NETZAH-HOD-YESOD. YESOD IS THE SEFIRA THAT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PASSING THE LIGHT FROM ZA TO MALCHUT, SO IT HAS THE SAME LIGHT THAT IS IN MALCHUT, N-H-Y WITHOUT H-G-T. THIS IS WHY YESOD IS CALLED THE SMALL VAV (VAV WITHOUT HEAD).  
THE LETTERS DALET AND GIMEL
36. THE LETTERS DALET AND GIMEL APPEARED BEFORE THE CREATOR. HE TOLD THEM ALSO TO BE SATISFIED WITH BEING TOGETHER, BECAUSE AS LONG AS THERE ARE POOR MEN ON EARTH, SOMEONE SHOULD BE THEIR BENEFACTOR (LIGMOL HESED). THE LETTER DALET DERIVES FROM DALUT (POVERTY), WHILE GIMEL RECIPROCATES AS ITS BENEFACTOR (GOMELET HASSADIM). THEREFORE, YOU CANNOT PART, AND IT SHOULD SUFFICE YOU TO SUSTAIN EACH OTHER. IT WAS STATED IN § 24 THAT ALTHOUGH DALET RECEIVES THE LIGHT FROM GIMEL AND ITS SHARP RIGHT ANGLE PROTRUDES BECAUSE OF THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM, THE IMPURE FORCES ARE NONETHELESS STRONG ENOUGH TO CLING TO IT. THEY MAKE THE SHARP ANGLE SMOOTHER, THUS TRANSFORMING IT INTO THE LETTER RESH. THIS IS WHY THE LETTER DALET REQUIRES SPECIAL PROTECTION IN ORDER TO STAY PURE, TO CONTINUE RECEIVING THE LIGHT FROM GIMEL AND TO KEEP THE NEEDY ONES (DALOT) IN THE WORLD. SO, IT IS SUFFICIENT FOR THESE TWO FORCES TO SUSTAIN AND COMPLEMENT ONE ANOTHER, KEEPING OFF THE IMPURE FORCES. THEREFORE, THE CREATOR REFUSED TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH THEM.  
THE LETTER BET
37. THE LETTER BET ENTERED AND SAID TO THE CREATOR: “MASTER OF THE WORLD, MAY IT PLEASE YOU TO CREATE THE WORLD WITH ME, BECAUSE BY ME YOU ARE BLESSED IN THE UPPER AND LOWER WORLDS. THIS IS BECAUSE BET IS THE FIRST LETTER OF THE WORD BRACHAH (BLESSING). THE CREATOR SAID TO BET: “BUT, OF COURSE, I SHALL CERTAINLY CREATE THE WORLD WITH YOU. AND YOU SHALL APPEAR IN THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION!” THE LETTER BET IS THE PROPERTY OF HOCHMA OR, RATHER, HESED IN HOCHMA, A POINT IN THE PALACE. OHR HASSADIM IS A PALACE FOR OHR HOCHMA AND IT IS CALLED BRACHAH (BLESSING). PASSING FROM THE CREATOR THROUGH ALL THE WORLDS DOWN TO THE LOWEST LEVEL, THIS LIGHT RETAINS ITS POWER.  THE LETTER BET WISHED THE WORLD TO BE CREATED WITH ITS PROPERTIES, BECAUSE THE LIGHT OF BLESSING IS THE SAME EVERYWHERE. NO SCREEN CAN WEAKEN IT AND NO COARSE DESIRES CAN CAUSE IT ANY HARM.  THE PROPERTY OF MERCY (HASSADIM) IS MOST SUITABLE FOR THE CREATION OF THE WORLD BECAUSE IT TOLERATES NO CLINGING OF THE IMPURE FORCES TO IT. SUCH A CLINGING CAN ONLY OCCUR WHERE THERE IS A DEFICIENCY, BUT SINCE THERE IS NO DEFICIENCY OF IT IN THE PROPERTY OF MERCY; IT CAN NEVER BE CONNECTED WITH THE KLIPOT.  THE CREATOR AGREED WITH BET THAT ITS PROPERTY IS PERFECT AND SUITABLE FOR THE CREATION OF THE UNIVERSE. IT IS SAID: “OLAM (WORLD) HESED (MERCY) YIBANEH (WILL BUILD)”. THE CREATOR STATED THAT THIS PROPERTY IS QUITE SUFFICIENT FOR SEPARATING BETWEEN PURE AND IMPURE. IF MAN SEEKS AN IDOL, HE RECEIVES NO BRACHAH (BLESSING), FOR IT ONLY COMES FROM THE CREATOR. SO, IT IS POSSIBLE TO DETERMINE WHO IS RIGHTEOUS AND WHO IS A SINNER, WHO WORKS FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR AND WHO WORKS FOR HIMSELF, BECAUSE THE WORLD WAS BUILT WITH MERCY. YET THE CREATOR DID NOT ORDER THE LIGHT OF MERCY TO RULE OVER THE WORLD. HE DESTINED IT TO BE THE GOOD BEGINNING, SUFFICIENT TO BRING THE WORLD TO THE ULTIMATE PERFECTION. THIS IS BECAUSE THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM IS INCOMPLETE (VAK AND NOT GAR) AND IT CANNOT BE USED FOR THE BIRTH AND MULTIPLICATION OF NEW SOULS. NO PARTZUF CAN BE PERFECT AND BEGET UNTIL IT REACHES THE FULL LIGHT OF HOCHMA TERMED GAR OR HEAD.  OUR NORMAL STATE (THE LOWEST EXISTING) IS DETERMINED BY THE PROPERTY OF THE LETTER BET; HENCE THE CREATOR MADE IT THE BASIS FOR THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. IN OTHER WORDS, A BASIS IS SUCH A STATE OF THE PURE PARTZUF, WHEN NOTHING CAN DIMINISH OR IMPEDE IT. IN SUCH A CASE, A PORTION OF OHR HOCHMA ADDED TO OHR HASSADIM THAT IS NECESSARY FOR THE BIRTH OF A NEW PARTZUF IS NO LONGER CONSIDERED BASIC AND ESSENTIAL. RATHER, IT IS DEFINED AS AN ADDITION, I.E. IT DEPENDS ON THE GOOD DEEDS OF THOSE WHO ARE BELOW. VAK WILL ALWAYS BE PRESENT.  
THE LETTER ALEPH
38. THE LETTER ALEPH STOOD OUTSIDE AND DID NOT ENTER. THE CREATOR SAID TO IT: “WHY DO YOU NOT ENTER AND STAND BEFORE ME LIKE THE OTHER LETTERS?” ALEPH REPLIED: “BECAUSE I SAW HOW ALL THE LETTERS LEFT UNSATISFIED. BESIDES, YOU, HAVE ALREADY PRESENTED THE LETTER BET WITH THIS GREATEST GIFT OF ALL. IT WOULD NOT BE PROPER FOR THE KING OF THE UNIVERSE TO TAKE BACK THE GIFT AND GIVE IT TO ANOTHER!” THE CREATOR THEN SAID: “EVEN THOUGH THE WORLD IS CREATED WITH THE LETTER BET, YOU SHALL STAND AT THE HEAD OF ALL THE LETTERS. MY UNITY WILL BE EXPRESSED THROUGH YOU AND ALL CALCULATIONS AND ACTIONS OF THIS WORLD SHALL COMMENCE WITH YOU.” AS WE ALREADY KNOW, ALL THE LETTERS’ QUESTIONS ARE “ALIYAT MAN”, THEIR REQUESTS, PRAYERS, DESIRES SENT TO THE CREATOR. THE CREATORS ANSWERS ARE CALLED “YERIDAT MAD”. THIS MEANS DESCENT OF THE LIGHT, STRENGTH AND ABUNDANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LETTERS’ REQUESTS. THE EXALTED PERFECTION OF THE LETTER ALEPH ORIGINATES NOT IN ITS REQUEST ABOUT SPIRITUAL ASCENT AND CORRECTION, BUT FROM THE DESCENDING FORCE THAT ELEVATES THOSE WHO ARE ON THE LOWER LEVELS.  THIS IS WHY FROM THE BEGINNING OF CORRECTION AND TO ITS END ALEPH (UNLIKE OTHER LETTERS, WHICH ARE DESTINED TO CORRECT THEIR PROPERTIES FOR 6000 YEARS) NEVER SENDS UP ITS REQUEST TO THE CREATOR. ONLY IF THE LIGHT THAT GIVES STRENGTH FOR SPIRITUAL ASCENT BEGINS TO SHINE UPON ALEPH, WILL IT BE AROUSED. HOWEVER, THIS WILL ONLY TAKE PLACE AT THE END OF CORRECTION. ALEPH DOES NOT RAISE ITS MAN TO THE CREATOR, BECAUSE IT SAW THE FUTILITY OF ALL THE LETTERS’ REQUESTS. AGAINST EACH OF THEIR PROPERTIES THERE WAS AN OPPOSITE ONE IN THE SYSTEM OF IMPURE FORCES. THEREFORE, ALEPH DECIDED THAT IT WAS NO BETTER THAN THE REST OF THEM, THAT THERE IS A CORRESPONDING IMPURE FORCE AGAINST IT TOO. FURTHERMORE, IT RAISED NO MAN TO THE CREATOR BECAUSE IT HAD NO DOUBT THAT HIS DECISION WAS IRREVOCABLE. ALTHOUGH IT IS TRUE THAT THE WORLD WAS CREATED WITH THE PROPERTY OF BET AND THAT THE CREATOR WILL NOT GIVE HIS GIFT TO ANOTHER LETTER, ONLY AN INCOMPLETE, SMALL PARTZUF VAK WITHOUT A HEAD WAS CREATED. SINCE THE PARTZUF NEEDS A HEAD TO REACH THE STATE OF GADLUT (WHICH IS POSSIBLE WHEN THE PARTZUF IS FILLED NOT ONLY WITH OHR HASSADIM, BUT ALSO WITH OHR HOCHMA), IT INDICATES THAT MORE LETTERS ARE NECESSARY FOR THE CONCEPTION AND BIRTH OF A NEW STATE.  SUCH A STATE CAN ONLY BE ACHIEVED WITH THE HELP OF THE PROPERTY OF THE LETTER ALEPH. ALEPH CALLS FORTH MERGING OF ZA AND MALCHUT IN A FACE-TO-FACE POSITION; WHEREAS PREVIOUSLY, IN THE SMALL STATE, ZA AND MALCHUT WERE CONNECTED BACK-TO-BACK. ALEPH COMPLEMENTS ALL THE LETTERS WITH A HEAD; THEREFORE, IT STANDS AT THE HEAD OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET.  THE CREATOR SAID: “MY UNITY IS ONLY EXPRESSED THROUGH THE PROPERTY OF THE LETTER ALEPH. FURTHERMORE, ALL REWARD, PUNISHMENT AND THE ASPIRATION FOR SPIRITUAL CORRECTION (TESHUVAH), THROUGH WHICH THE FINAL CORRECTION IS ACHIEVED, WILL ONLY BE POSSIBLE OWING TO THE PROPERTY OF ALEPH. I MADE BET THE BASIS OF THE PARTZUF TO MAKE IT ABSOLUTELY FREE FROM THE INFLUENCE OF THOSE WHO ARE BELOW. THIS IS SO THAT EVEN IF THEY BEGIN TO SIN, THE UPPER PARTZUFIM WILL REMAIN UNAFFECTED”. HE CONTINUED SPEAKING TO ALEPH: “BUT THE LIGHT IN YOU IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO THEIR ACTIONS. SO, IF THEY SIN, THE LIGHT OF WISDOM (THE LIGHT OF GAR IN YOU) IMMEDIATELY DISAPPEARS. BUT IF THEY CORRECT THEIR ACTIONS, THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA RETURNS. MY UNITY WITH ALL THE CREATED BEINGS WILL ONLY BE EXPRESSED THROUGH THE LETTER ALEPH”.  LETTERS ARE KELIM (PL. OF KLI – VESSEL), DESIRES. THIS REFERS TO BOTH THE INDIVIDUAL LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET AND TO THOSE THAT MAKE UP WORDS. LETTERS IN THE NAMES OF SPIRITUAL OBJECTS SIGNIFY THE FORCE OF THEIR DESIRE, WHICH THE LIGHT CAN FILL. THE LETTERS OF A SIMPLE NAME WITHOUT FILLING DESIGNATE ITS STRUCTURE WITHOUT LIGHT (THE KLI OF AVIUT 0 WITH THE LIGHT NEFESH).  THERE ARE TWO SOURCES OF THE HEBREW LETTERS: YUD AND ALEPH. YUD IS A GENUINE SOURCE, BECAUSE WHEN WE WRITE SOMETHING WE BEGIN FROM A DOT (YUD). THEN WE PROCEED FROM THE DOT IN ONE OF THE FOUR DIRECTIONS AND RECEIVE A LINE. LETTERS ARE DESIRES, IN WHICH THE LIGHT (PLEASURE) IS RECEIVED. A DESIRE FOR SOMETHING SPECIFIC MAY ONLY EMERGE IF:  1. THE INITIAL, UNCONSCIOUS DESIRE IS FILLED WITH DELIGHT; 2. THE DELIGHT EXITS THE DESIRE. MEMORIES – RESHIMOT OF THE PAST PLEASURE LEAD TO THE EMERGENCE OF A TRUE DESIRE TO RECEIVE IT, TO FEEL IT AGAIN. THIS KIND OF A DESIRE IS CONSIDERED A KLI. A FILLED KLI CANNOT BE DEFINED AS A DESIRE, BECAUSE IT IS SATISFIED. THEREFORE, EXPULSION OF THE LIGHT, A SENSATION OF A SPIRITUAL FALL, CONSTITUTES THE PERIOD OF CREATING NEW KELIM FOR THE FUTURE RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT, NEW ATTAINMENTS. BECAUSE THE 1ST RESTRICTION IS THE REASON FOR EXPULSION OF THE LIGHT FROM ALL THE VESSELS, THE BLACK DOT OF THE LETTER YUD IS A BASIS OF ALL THE LETTERS-KELIM.  HOWEVER, ONLY THE 2ND RESTRICTION IS A TRUE ROOT OF ALL THE WORLDS, BECAUSE THE 1ST ONE WAS ONLY MADE ON A POINT, (STAGE 4, MALCHUT, THE FOURTH LETTER HEY IN THE CREATOR’S NAME HAVAYAH). THE 2ND RESTRICTION WAS MADE ON BINA, IN WHICH THE TWO POINTS: BINA AND MALCHUT JOINED TOGETHER. MERGING OF TWO POINTS FORMS A LINE, VERTICAL OR HORIZONTAL. IF IT IS A HORIZONTAL LINE, IT IS CALLED “FIRMAMENT” OR THE PARSA. THE SUM OF CONSEQUENCES OF BOTH THE 1ST AND THE 2ND RESTRICTIONS FORMS A SLANTED LINE (\). GE (KETER-HOCHMA) IS TO ITS RIGHT, AHP (BINA-ZA-MALCHUT) IS TO ITS LEFT. KETERHOCHMA REMAIN ON THEIR PREVIOUS LEVEL. THEY ARE DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER YUD, THE FIRST ROOT OF THE WORLD. AS A RESULT OF THE 2ND RESTRICTION, BINA-ZA-MALCHUT FELL DOWN TO THE LOWER LEVEL DESIGNATED BY A SLANTED LINE (\). SINCE YUD IS THE FIRST BUT VERY REMOTE ROOT OF THE WORLDS, WHICH WERE CREATED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW OF THE 2ND RESTRICTION, THE LETTER ALEPH STANDS AT THE HEAD OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET. THE KIND OF LIGHT THAT FILLS THE SPIRITUAL KLI, PARTZUF, CAN BE SEEN FROM ITS DESIGNATION. IF THE KLI IS FILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA, IT IS DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER YUD; IF THE KLI IS FILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM, IT IS DESIGNATED BY THE LETTER ALEPH. 39. THE CREATOR FORMED LARGE UPPER LETTERS, WHICH REFER TO THE SEFIRA BINA AND SMALLER LOWER LETTERS THAT REFER TO MALCHUT. THEREFORE, IT IS SAID: “BERESHEET BARA” (CREATED IN THE BEGINNING) – TWO WORDS THAT BEGIN WITH BET; AND THEN “ELOHIM AT” – TWO WORDS THAT BEGIN WITH ALEPH. THE FIRST SET OF ALEPH AND BET BELONGS TO BINA, THE SECOND SET OF ALEPH AND BET ARE THE LETTERS OF MALCHUT. ALL OF THEM SHOULD INFLUENCE EACH OTHER BY THEIR PROPERTIES.  WHEN THE UPPER PARTZUF WISHES TO GIVE THE LIGHT TO THE LOWER PARTZUF, IT SHOULD DRESS INTO THE LOWER ONE. THIS IS WHAT THE FIRST TWO LETTERS BET AND THE TWO LETTERS ALEPH SIGNIFY IN THE FIRST FOUR WORDS OF THE TORAH. THE FIRST, UPPER BET IS BINA, THE SECOND, LOWER BET IS ZA, AND THE FIRST BET IS DRESSED ON THE SECOND ONE. SIMILARLY, THE FIRST ALEPH REFERS TO BINA AND DRESSES INTO THE SECOND ALEPH IN ZA TO FILL IT WITH THE LIGHT. THEREFORE, THE TWO LETTERS BET ARE LIKE ONE BET AND THE TWO LETTERS ALEPH ARE LIKE ONE ALEPH, BECAUSE THE LOWER LETTER MERELY CONSTITUTES THE UPPER LETTER’S INFLUENCE. THIS INDICATES THAT THE UPPER PARTZUF FILLS THE LOWER ONE.  THE WORLD CANNOT BE CREATED WITH ALEPH, BECAUSE THE WORD ARUR (CURSE) BEGINS WITH IT. HAD THE WORLD BEEN CREATED WITH ALEPH, THE IMPURE FORCES CALLED ARUR WOULD HAVE RECEIVED GREAT POWER FROM THE PURE FORCES CALLED BARUCH (BLESSED). THIS IS WHY THE WORLD (NUKVAH OF ZA) IS CREATED WITH THE LETTER BET. THE POWER OF BET ALSO CREATED ADAM IN NUKVAH OF ZA. THUS, MALCHUT OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT IS A ROOT OF ALL THE WORLDS WITH ALL THAT INHABITS THEM.  
THE SUPERNAL WISDOM
40. RABBI YUDAI ASKED, “WHAT IS BERESHEET?” THIS IS THE WISDOM UPON WHICH THE WORLD, ZA, IS ESTABLISHED TO ENTER THE SUPERNAL HIDDEN MYSTERIES, NAMELY THE LIGHT OF BINA. HERE THE SIX SUPERNAL AND GREAT PROPERTIES ARE ENGRAVED, VAK DE BINA, FROM WHICH EVERYTHING EMERGES. FROM THEM WERE FORMED THE SIX SOURCES OF RIVERS, VAK DE ZA, THAT FLOW INTO THE GREAT SEA, MALCHUT. THE WORD BERESHEET CONSISTS OF THE WORDS BARAH (CREATED) AND SHEET (SIX), MEANING THAT 6 PROPERTIES WERE CREATED. AND WHO CREATED THEM? HE WHO IS NOT MENTIONED; HE WHO IS CONCEALED AND UNKNOWN, ARICH ANPIN. THERE ARE 2 TYPES OF OHR HOCHMA IN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT:  1. THE ORIGINAL LIGHT, OHRHOCHMA OF AA, IS CALLED CONCEALED OHR HOCHMA. THIS LIGHT OF HOCHMA IS PRESENT ONLY IN THE PARTZUFAA AND DOES NOT SPREAD FROM IT TO OTHER LOWER PARTZUFIM. 2. OHR HOCHMA THAT DESCENDS BY 32 PATHS FROM BINA, WHICH ROSE TO THE ROSH DE AA TO RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA AND PASS IT TO ZA. HENCE, THE WORD BERESHEET MEANS BERESHEET, WITH-HOCHMA. HOWEVER, THIS IS NOT THE GENUINE OHR HOCHMA THATIS CONCEALED WITHIN AA, BUT RATHER THE LIGHT THAT DESCENDS BY 32 PATHS FROM BINA TO ZA AND SUSTAINS ZON. IT IS WRITTEN THAT THE WORLD IS ESTABLISHED ON THE “SUPERNAL HIDDEN MYSTERIES” BECAUSE WHEN ZON (“WORLD”) RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF “HOCHMA OF 32 PATHS,” THEY RISE TO AVI, WHICH ARE CALLED “SUPERNAL HIDDEN MYSTERIES.” IT IS SAID THAT ZON ENTERS THE “SUPERNAL HIDDEN MYSTERIES” AND ATTAINS THE LEVEL OF AVI BECAUSE THE LOWER PARTZUF THAT RISES TO THE UPPER ONE BECOMES SIMILAR TO IT IN HIS PROPERTIES. THE WORD BERESHEET, BESIDES BEING DIVIDED INTO BE-RESHEET IS ALSO DIVIDED INTO BARAH-SHEET (IN VIEW OF THE LACK OF VOWELS IN HEBREW, BOTH WORDS ARE SPELLED IN THE SAME WAY). THIS MEANS THAT HE CREATED SIX SEFIROT/PROPERTIES CALLED VAK (THE ABBREVIATION OF THE WORDS VAV KETZAVOT, 6 ENDS/PROPERTIES OF ZA FROM WHICH ALL CREATED BEINGS ORIGINATE).  THE SEFIRABINA FULFILLS THE FUNCTION OF THE SEFIRA HOCHMA, WHICH IS THE SOURCE OF OHR HOCHMA FOR ZA. THIS IS BECAUSE MALCHUT ROSE TO BINA, AND BINA EXITED THE ROSH DE AA AND BECAME LIKE ITS GUF (BODY); HENCE, IT CANNOT RECEIVE THE OHRHOCHMA OF AA. AFTER THAT, DUE TO THE MAN RAISED BY THE SOULS, I.E., BY HUMAN BEINGS WHO ARE SPIRITUALLY PRESENT IN THE WORLDS OF BYA, BINA RETURNS TO THE ROSH DE AA, RECEIVES OHRHOCHMA FROM AA, PASSES IT TO ZON, AND ZON PASS IT TO ALL THE WORLDS. IT TURNS OUT THAT ALL THE WORLDS ORIGINATED FROM THESE 6 PROPERTIES (ENDS) INTO WHICH BINA WAS DIVIDED.  THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN THAT ALL THE 6 SOURCES OF RIVERS COME FROM BINA. THEY DESCEND TO THE GREAT SEA. THE DIVISION OF BINA INTO 6 PROPERTIES, VAK, WHEN IT EXITS THE ROSH DE AA, IS CALLED 6 SOURCES BECAUSE THIS IS ONLY A SOURCE OF THE LIGHT FOR ZA. AFTERWARDS, WHEN BINA RETURNS TO THE ROSH DE AA, THEY BECOME THE OHRHOCHMA, WHICH IS CALLED THE RIVERS THAT DESCEND TO THE PARTZUFZA.  THEY ARE CALLED 6 RIVERS, AS IS WRITTEN: “HE WILL DRINK OF THE BROOK IN THE WAY; THEREFORE, WILL HE LIFT UP THE HEAD.” (TEHILIM 110:7). AFTER THAT, ZA PASSES THIS LIGHT TO THE GREAT SEA, TO ITS NUKVAH. THE RIVERS AND STREAMS MEAN THE LIGHT OF ZA. VAK DE BINA ARE CALLED THE SOURCES OF THE LIGHT OF WISDOM, THE OHRHOCHMA, BECAUSE THEY EMERGED FROM BINA IN THE FORM OF VAK WITH THE SOLE PURPOSE OF CREATING THE SOURCE OF THE LIGHT FOR ZON. UNLESS BINA HAD EMERGED OUTSIDE, ZON WOULD HAVE HAD NO CHANCE TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT. THE WORD BERESHEET HAS SEVERAL MEANINGS: BERE = BARAH – CREATED 6 PROPERTIES WITHOUT THE OHRHOCHMA BECAUSE THE WORD BARAH MEANS CONCEALMENT. HENCE, THE WORD BERESHEET HAS TWO MEANINGS: 1. HOCHMA BECAUSE THE WORD RESHEET MEANS HOCHMA. 2. BARAH SHEET, WHICH SHOWS HOW THE SEFIRA HOCHMA WAS DIVIDED INTO 6 PARTS WITHOUT THE ROSH, WITHOUT OHR HOCHMA. THESE 6 PARTS ARE THE SOURCE OF THE LIGHT FOR ZON (CALLED THE “WORLD”). THESE 6 PARTS OF ZA AND MALCHUT ARE CALLED “7 DAYS OF THE CREATION.” HOWEVER, SINCE THE WORD BARAH IS INSIDE THE WORD BERESHEET, THIS MEANS THAT “HE WHO IS CONCEALED AND UNKNOWN,” I.E., THE CONCEALED HOCHMA OF ARICH ANPIN CREATED EVERYTHING. THIS IS BECAUSE IT EXPELLED BINA FROM ITS ROSH AND TURNED IT INTO VAK. IN OTHER WORDS, IT CREATED 6 PARTS THAT ARE DESCRIBED IN BERESHEET. BERESHEET MEANS HOCHMA. THE LIGHT CANNOT DESCEND TO ZA UNTIL IMA-BINA COMES OUTSIDE BECAUSE AS A RESULT OF THE TZIMTZUM BET, ZAT DEBINA FELL TO ZON. HENCE, WHEN BINA IS IN THE BIG STATE, ZA RECEIVES THE OHR HOCHMA IN ITS KELIM, THE DESIRES OF BINA. THE WORD BARAH IN BERESHEET = BARAH SHEET ALSO MEANS BAR (HEB. TO EXIT OUTSIDE, TO TRANSCEND). 
THE LOCK AND THE KEY
41. RABBI CHIYA AND RABBI YOSI WERE WALKING ALONG THE ROAD. AS THEY REACHED A FIELD, RABBI CHIYA SAID TO RABBI YOSI, THE WORDS BARAH SHEET (CREATED SIX) CERTAINLY ALLUDE TO THE WORD BERESHEET BECAUSE THE SUPERNAL 6 DAYS, I.E., VAK DE BINA, SHINE ON THE TORAH (WHICH IS ZA), WHILE THE OTHERS, I.E., GARDEBINA, ARE CONCEALED.  ZA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT IS CALLED THE TORAH. THE 6 SUPERNAL DAYS ARE VAKDEBINA THAT ARE LOCATED ABOVE ZA. HENCE, THE FIRST WORD OF THE TORAH, BERESHEET = BARAH (CREATED) AND SHEET (SIX) INDICATES THAT THE SEFIRA BINA TURNS TO THE SEFIRA HOCHMA WITH THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING OHR HOCHMA AND PASSING IT ZA. SINCE ZA IS UNABLE TO RECEIVE ALL OF THE OHR HOCHMA (GAR DE HOCHMA, THE LIGHT OF 10 SEFIROT) FROM BINA, BUT ONLY VAK DE HOCHMA (THE LIGHT OF 6 SEFIROT), THIS IS STRESSED IN THE WORD BARAHSHEET – CREATED SIX. THIS MEANS THAT ZA RECEIVES FROM BINA ONLY THE LIGHT OF 6 SEFIROT H-G-T-N-H-Y OR VAK DE HOCHMA, WHEREAS GAR DE HOCHMA, THE LIGHT OF THE SEFIROTK-H-B, IS CONCEALED FROM IT.  THE REASON FOR THIS IS THAT ALTHOUGH THE PARTZUFATIK BELONGS TO TZIMTZUM ALEPH (THE 1ST RESTRICTION), IT IS OBLIGED TO SHINE DOWN ON ALL THE REST OF THE PARTZUFIM OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT AND ON ALL THE WORLDS OF BYA WITH THE LIGHT OF TZIMTZUM BET. THEREFORE, WITH REGARDS TO THE LOWER PARTZUFIM, IT APPEARS AS A PARTZUF BELONGING TO TZIMTZUM BET. IN OTHER WORDS, IT DELIBERATELY IMPOSED ON ITSELF AN OUTWARD (WITH REGARDS TO OTHERS) RESTRICTION TO ENABLE THE LOWER PARTZUFIM TO RECEIVE FROM IT. IT RAISED MALCHUT FROM THE PEH TO THE EYNAIM AND MADE A ZIVUG ON THE SCREEN THAT STANDS IN NIKVEY EYNAIM, AND PRODUCED THE PARTZUFAA. THAT IS WHY AA IS THE PARTZUF WITH THE PROPERTIES OF THE 2ND RESTRICTION AND ACTS AS KETER OF THE ENTIRE WORLD OF ATZILUT INSTEAD OF ATIK. THIS WAS DESIGNED SO BY PARTZUFATIK ITSELF. THESE PARTZUFIM SPLIT INTO TWO PARTS: WHILE GE REMAINED IN ATIK, THE AHP BECAME A PART OF THE SECOND PARTZUF, AA. SINCE MALCHUT ROSE TO NE (NIKVEY EYNAIM), THE PARTZUF AA REMAINED WITHOUT MALCHUT AND THE SEFIRA ATERET YESOD IS USED IN THE PARTZUF INSTEAD OF IT. MALCHUT IS CONCEALED IN NE OF THE PARTZUFATIK. GE DE ATIK ARE CONCEALED FROM THE LOWER PARTZUFIM, MALCHUT STANDS IN NE OF THE ROSH DE ATIK. AHP DE ATIK ARE GE DE AA AND THE ATERET YESOD IS MALCHUT DE AA.  IN LIKENESS TO THESE PARTZUFIM, ALL THE SUBSEQUENT PARTZUFIM OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT EMERGED. IN OTHER WORDS, THEY ALL SPLIT INTO TWO PARTS, GE AND AHP. THE PARTZUFBINA WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTZUFIM: GE DE BINA FORMED THE PARTZUF AVI AND THE PARTZUF YESHSUT, WHICH REMAINED WITHOUT MALCHUT. THE SAME APPLIES TO ZON: GE FORMED THE BIG ZON AND AHP FORMED THE SMALL ZON. MALCHUT REMAINED IN NE OF THE BIG ZON WHILE THE SMALL ZON HAVE ONLY 9 SEFIROT WITHOUT MALCHUT, WHICH IS REPLACED IN THEM BY ATERET YESOD AS IN THE PARTZUFATIK. THAT IS TO SAY, AS KETER = ATIK SPLIT INTO 2 PARTS: GAR = ATIK AND ZAT = AA, SO WAS BINA DIVIDED INTO GAR = AVI AND ZAT = YESHSUT. ZON WERE DIVIDED INTO GAR = THE BIG ZON AND ZAT = THE SMALL ZON: MALCHUT REMAINED IN GAR AND ATERET YESOD REPLACED IT IN ZAT.  AS A RESULT OF THIS, THE UPPER PART OF EACH LEVEL REMAINS AS CONCEALED AS THE PARTZUFATIK, BECAUSE MALCHUT DOES NOT DESCEND TO ITS PREVIOUS PLACE IN THE PEH FROM THAT PLACE (NE) WHERE IT ROSE. ALTHOUGH AHP IN THE BIG STATE RETURN TO THEIR POSITION, OR RISE TO THEIR OWN GE, GE DO NOT GET FILLED WITH OHR HOCHMA (THE LIGHT OF GAR) AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THAT, BECAUSE MALCHUT REMAINS CONCEALED IN GE. MALCHUT EXISTS UNDER THE BAN OF THE TZIMTZUM ALEPH AND CANNOT RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA. HENCE, GE REMAIN WITH OHR HASSADIM.  ONLY THE LOWER PART OF EACH LEVEL GETS FILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF GAR (HOCHMA) IN THE BIG STATE: THERE WAS AVIR (AIR) = ALEPH-VAV-YUD-REISH, THEN THE LETTER YUD EXITED THIS WORD AND ONLY THE LETTERS ALEPH-VAV-REISH REMAINED TO FORM THE WORD OHR (LIGHT), OHR HOCHMA OR GAR. FROM THIS IT FOLLOWS THAT ALL THE PARTZUFIM OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT HAVE GE, GAR OF THE KELIM, THE SEFIROT K-H-B-H-G-T WITH OHR HASSADIM, THE LIGHT OF VAK. WHEREAS AHP, THE SEFIROT N-H-Y, VAK OF THE KELIM IN THE BIG STATE OF THE PARTZUF ARE FILLED WITH OHR HOCHMA OR THE LIGHT OF GAR. GE = GAR DE KELIM ARE FILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF VAK = OHRHASSADIM AND AHP = VAK DE KELIM ARE FILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF GAR = OHR HOCHMA. HENCE, IT IS SAID THAT ZA IN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT HAS BUT THE LIGHT VAK = 6 DAYS, WHILE GAR ARE CONCEALED EVEN IN THE PARTZUFIM THAT ARE HIGHER THAN ZA. 42. HOWEVER, THE HIDDEN MYSTERIES OF BERESHEET SAY THAT HE WHO IS HOLY AND CONCEALED ESTABLISHED HIS LAWS IN BINA, IN THE HIDDEN AND IN THE SECRET, WHICH IS MALCHUT OF THE PARTZUFATIK. ATIK IS A PARTZUF WITH MALCHUT OF TZIMTZUM ALEPH, WHICH ROSE UP TO BINA AND LOWERED THE AHP OF AA BELOW ITS ROSH. THE SAME LAW THAT HE ESTABLISHED IN BINA WAS HIDDEN IN IT AND LOCKED WITH ONE KEY. THIS KEY IS KEPT HIDDEN IN A HALL AND ALTHOUGH EVERYTHING IS HIDDEN IN THAT HALL, THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS THAT KEY BECAUSE IT LOCKS AND UNLOCKS EVERYTHING.  
HE WHO IS HOLY AND CONCEALED
IS AA BECAUSE ITS HOCHMA IS CONCEALED. THE LAWS ARE ESTABLISHED IN IT, MEANING IN MALCHUT OF ATIK. THE LACK OF THE KELIM DE AHP IS CONFIRMED. MALCHUT OF TZIMTZUM ALEPH THAT IS CALLED THE CENTRAL POINT OF THE ENTIRE CREATION IS THE SOLE CREATION ON WHICH TZIMTZUM ALEPH WAS IMPOSED. IN CONTRAST TO IT, IF THE SCREEN STANDS NOT IN MALCHUT, BUT IN SEFIRA YESOD OR, MORE PRECISELY, IN ATERET YESOD, THE PLACE OF THE COVENANT (OF CIRCUMCISION), IN THE PLACE OF A ZIVUG THAT WAS PERMITTED AFTER TZIMTZUM BET, THIS SCREEN ALLOWS RECEIVING THE LIGHT; HENCE IT IS CALLED THE “POINT OF POPULATION” AND NOT THE “CENTRAL POINT.” KETER HOCHMA BINA ZA YESOD ZA – MALCHUT THAT RECEIVED THE PROPERTIES OF ZA TO “BESTOW,” THE POPULATED PLACE MALCHUT – NO ZIVUG CAN BE MADE; THE DESERTED PLACE THE FACT IS THAT THERE IS NO GAR IN AA BECAUSE THE UPPER MALCHUT OF ATIK, WHICH IS INSIDE AA, IS ALREADY CORRECTED SO THAT IT IS IN THE NE OF ITS OWN PARTZUF. IN THE BIG STATE, THE SCREEN DESCENDS FROM NE TO THE PEH, AND BECAUSE OF THAT, AHP RETURN TO THEIR POSITION. AND AS A RESULT OF A ZIVUG ON ALL 10 SEFIROT, THEY RECEIVE THE LIGHT OF GAR OR OHR HOCHMA. THEREFORE, THE SCREEN IN NE IS CALLED THE “LOCK.” IT BLOCKS THE ENTRY OF GAR OF THE LIGHT INTO THE PARTZUF. GAR OF THE LIGHT IS CALLED OHR HOCHMA. HOWEVER, BY DESCENDING FROM NE TO THE PEH, THE SCREEN LETS THE LIGHT INTO THE PARTZUF; HENCE, IT IS CALLED NIKVEY EYNAIM (PUPILS OF THE EYES).  ALTHOUGH ATIK ITSELF IS IN NE TOGETHER WITH MALCHUT, THIS AFFECTS AA (NOT ATIK ITSELF) BECAUSE AA WAS CREATED BY THE SCREEN WHICH IS LOCATED NOT IN MALCHUT, BUT IN ATERET YESOD (OR SIMPLY IN YESOD), AND THERE IS NO MALCHUT IN IT. THAT IS WHY IT IS NOT MALCHUT THAT RULES IN NE DE AA, BUT ATERET YESOD. UNLIKE THE LIGHT OF ATIK, ITS LIGHT CAN BE ATTAINED BECAUSE MALCHUT IN ATIK IS THE CENTRAL POINT WHICH DOES NOT MAKE A ZIVUG ON OHR HOCHMA. ALTHOUGH WITH REGARDS TO ATIK, AA IS THE AHP OF ATIK, AA ITSELF HAS ITS OWN GE AND AHP. SUBSEQUENTLY, AA CREATED AVI AND CONFIRMED THE ABSENCE OF OHRHOCHMA IN THEM DUE TO THE ABSENCE OF AHP DE KELIM. THESE AHP ARE THE HALL IN WHICH ALL THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA IS CONCEALED (GAR DE NESHAMA, GAR DE HAYA, AND GAR DE YECHIDA). THIS KEY IS KEPT HIDDEN IN A HALL: BINA IS A HALL FOR THE OHR HOCHMA. MALCHUT RISES TO GAR DE BINA (AVI) AND RULES THERE, BUT THE ABSENCE OF OHRHOCHMA IS NOT FELT THERE BECAUSE THE PROPERTIES OF AVI IS TO DESIRE ONLY OHR HASSADIM. IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THEM AND COMPLETELY SUBSTITUTES FOR THE OHR HOCHMA. VAKDEBINA IS RULED BY THE KEY OR ATERET YESOD. THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS THAT KEY BECAUSE IT LOCKS AND UNLOCKS EVERYTHING. CONCEALMENTS AND REVELATIONS ARE MADE BY MALCHUT THAT STANDS IN NE: WHEN MALCHUT RISES TO NE, IT CONCEALS THE OHR HOCHMA BECAUSE IN THAT CASE, THE PARTZUF REMAINS WITHOUT ITS KELIM OF AHP AND CANNOT USE ITS DESIRES TO “RECEIVE” FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR. CONSEQUENTLY, THERE IS NO OHRHOCHMA IN IT BECAUSE THE OHRHOCHMA CAN BE RECEIVED ONLY WITHIN THE KELIM OF AHP. WHEN THE PARTZUF RECEIVES POWERS TO RESIST THE EGOISTICAL DESIRES OF RECEPTION OF ITS KELIM DE AHP FROM ABOVE AND CAN “RECEIVE” FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE, THIS MEANS THAT IT ACQUIRED A SCREEN AGAINST ITS DESIRES AND CAN WORK FOR THE CREATOR. IT THEN RETURNS ITS MALCHUT FROM NE TO THE PEH OR RAISES ITS KELIM (THE DESIRES OF AHP) TO THE ROSH AND STARTS CALCULATING HOW MUCH LIGHT IT CAN RECEIVE IN THEM FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR (WHICH IS THE SAME THING). HOWEVER, THE PLEASURE RECEIVED MUST NOT BE TOO GREAT TO MAKE IT ENJOY EGOISTICALLY. AFTER THAT, THE PARTZUF RECEIVES THE OHR HOCHMA IN ITS GUF (BODY). THUS, ONLY MALCHUT STANDING IN NE ALLOWS OR FORBIDS THE LIGHT TO ENTER THE PARTZUF. SINCE IT SHOULD LET THE LIGHT INTO THE PARTZUF IN ZAT (WHERE THE RULE BELONGS NOT TO MALCHUT THAT ROSE TO NE, BUT TO ATERET YESOD CALLED THE “KEY”) AND THE GAR OF EVERY PARTZUF REMAIN WITH OHR HASSADIM (THEY DESIRE ONLY THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM), LETTING THE LIGHT IN OR PREVENTING IT FROM ENTERING THE PARTZUF DEPEND ONLY ON THE KEY, BUT NOT ON MALCHUT ITSELF.  43. THAT HALL HAS A LOT OF HIDDEN TREASURES ONE UPON THE OTHER. IN THAT HALL THERE ARE 50 CLOSED GATES THAT ARE MEANT TO BLOCK ACCESS TO THE LIGHT. THEY DIVIDED INTO 4 SIDES AND BECAME 49 GATES BECAUSE ONE GATE HAS NO SIDE, AND IT IS NOT KNOWN WHETHER IT FACES UP OR DOWN. HENCE, THIS GATE REMAINED CLOSED.  THERE ARE MANY TYPES OF GAR: GAR OF THE OHR NESHAMA, GAR DE HAYA OR GAR DE YECHIDA. EACH OF THEM HAS MANY PARTICULAR LEVELS AND DETAILS. HENCE, IT IS WRITTEN, ONE UPON THE OTHER. HOWEVER, AS LONG AS MALCHUT STANDS IN NE, ALL OF THESE LEVELS OF LIGHT ARE CONCEALED AND UNKNOWN.  A GATE MEANS A VESSEL, THE WILL TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT. THERE ARE NO BODIES IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, BUT ONLY DESIRES; A DESIRE ITSELF IS CALLED A BODY. IF THERE IS NO DESIRE, THERE IS NO BODY; THERE IS NO VESSEL TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT (PLEASURE). THE BIGGER THE DESIRE IS, THE “BIGGER” THE BODY. ALL THE BODIES ARE SIMILAR IN THEIR STRUCTURE. JUST AS A HUMAN BODY IN OUR WORLD CONSISTS OF 613 PARTS, SO DOES THE SPIRITUAL BODY CONSIST OF 613 SPIRITUAL PARTS (DESIRES).  IF A PERSON CAN USE ONE OF THE DESIRES OF HIS SPIRITUAL BODY FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR, THIS ACTION IS REFERRED TO AS A “COMMANDMENT.” THE RECEIVED LIGHT IS CALLED THE TORAH. A SPIRITUAL PARTZUF HAS A ROSH (HEAD), THE PLACE WHERE DECISIONS ARE MADE. IT INCLUDES ONLY SUCH DESIRES THAT ARE KNOWN TO BE FIT WITH A SCREEN (RESISTANCE TO THESE DESIRES) IN ORDER TO USE THEM SPIRITUALLY, ALTRUISTICALLY, AND TO “TURN THEM AROUND” FROM “FOR ONE’S SELF” TO “FOR THE CREATOR.” IF A PERSON HAS FULFILLED ALL 613 COMMANDMENTS OF THE TORAH AND 7 COMMANDMENTS OF THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD (IN ALL 620 COMMANDMENTS), HE THEREBY ASCENDS 620 LEVELS AND COMPLETELY MERGES WITH THE CREATOR.  TO OBSERVE ALL THE COMMANDMENTS MEANS TO FILL ONE’S SPIRITUAL PARTZUF WITH THE LIGHT OF THE TORAH BY MEANS OF FULFILLING AFFIRMATIVE COMMANDMENTS (MITZVOT ASEH) AND NEGATIVE COMMANDMENTS (MITZVOT LO TA’ASEH). THE FULFILLMENT OF THE NEGATIVE COMMANDMENTS LIES IN THE UNWILLINGNESS TO RECEIVE THE PLEASURE THAT IS FOUND IN THEM.  THERE ARE TWO TYPES OF DESIRES OR GATES ARE: WHEN THEY ARE CLOSED AND RECEIVE NOTHING; AND WHEN THEY OPEN UP AND RECEIVE THE UPPER LIGHT. WHEN THEY ARE ALL CLOSED, THERE ARE 50 OF THEM. HOWEVER, ONLY 49 OUT OF 50 CAN BE OPENED. THE 10 SEFIROT K-HB-H-G-T-N-H-Y-M ARE THE 5 SEFIROT K-H-B-ZA-M (BECAUSE ZA CONSISTS OF 6 SEFIROT HG-T-N-H-Y), BUT MALCHUT INCLUDES THESE 6; HENCE, IT CONSISTS OF10 SEFIROT. SINCE EACH OF 5 SEFIROT CONSISTS OF 10, IN ALL THEY MAKE UP 50. HOWEVER, SINCE A ZIVUG IS MADE NOT ON MALCHUT, BUT ON ATERET YESOD, MALCHUT DE MALCHUT DOES NOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT. THE LIGHT IS RECEIVED BY THE 4 SEFIROT KH-B-ZA THAT PRECEDE MALCHUT. EACH OF THEM CONSISTS OF 10, HENCE 4 X 10 = 40. THERE ARE 9 ADDITIONAL SEFIROT IN MALCHUT, FROM KETER TO YESOD. IN ALL, 40 + 9 = 49. ONLY 1 SEFIRA (MALCHUT DE MALCHUT) OUT OF 50 DOES NOT RECEIVE THE LIGHT BECAUSE UNTIL ALL THE KELIM (DESIRES) HAVE BEEN CORRECTED, THE LIGHT CANNOT ENTER IT. IT IS KNOWN IN ADVANCE THAT MALCHUT DE MALCHUT HAS NO STRENGTH TO OPPOSE SUCH A POWERFUL EGOISTICAL DESIRE TO RECEIVE PLEASURE. INSTEAD OF BEING IN MALCHUT DE MALCHUT, THE SCREEN STANDS IN THE SEFIRA YESODDE MALCHUT. THIS PLACE IS CALLED BRITH (COVENANT), WHERE THE COMMANDMENT OF CIRCUMCISION HAS TO BE OBSERVED TO MAKE A ZIVUG. THIS ZIVUG IS MADE NOT ON MALCHUT ITSELF (ON THE 1ST RESTRICTION), BUT ON YESOD OR, RATHER, ATERET YESOD (ON THE 2ND RESTRICTION). MALCHUT DE MALCHUT IS CALLED “SHA’AR NUN” (THE 50TH GATE). THIS REFERS TO MALCHUT OF EVERY PARTZUF IN THE WORLDS ABYA. MALCHUT OF THE PARTZUFAVI DESCENDS FROM NEDEAVI TO ITS PLACE IN THE PEH, WHILE THEIR AHP AND THE YESHSUT THAT DRESSES THEM RISE TO THE LEVEL OF AVI. AVI AND YESHSUT JOIN TO FORM ONE PARTZUF, AS A RESULT OF WHICH OHRHOCHMA DESCENDS TO THEM FROM AA. HOWEVER, AVI ARE UNWILLING TO RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA, SO THEY ACCEPT NONE OF IT AND REMAIN ONLY WITH OHRHASSADIM, AS IF MALCHUT HAD NEVER DESCENDED FROM THEIR EYNAIM TO THE PEH. THEREFORE, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO KNOW BY THE LIGHT OF AVI WHETHER MALCHUT IS IN NE OR IN THE PEH. ON THE CONTRARY, BY LOOKING AT AVI, IT ALWAYS SEEMS TO US THAT MALCHUT STANDS IN NE. ONLY BY THE STATE OF YESHSUT CAN WE DETERMINE THE POSITION OF MALCHUT BECAUSE WHEN IT RISES TO AVI IN THE GADLUT (BIG STATE), YESHSUT RECEIVES OHRHOCHMA. ALTHOUGH MALCHUT ITSELF CAN RECEIVE OHRHOCHMA IN AVI, SINCE AVI RECEIVE NO OHRHOCHMA, THEY DO NOT USE THEIR OWN MALCHUT. YESHSUT HAS ATERET YESOD INSTEAD OF MALCHUT; HENCE, IT RECEIVES THE LIGHT OR “OPENS UP,” WHILE AVI REMAIN CLOSED. HOWEVER, THE ABSENCE OF THE 50TH GATE, OR ZIVUG ON MALCHUT IN YESHSUT, CAUSES THE ABSENCE OF THE CORRESPONDING LIGHT OF HOCHMA IN ALL THE PARTZUFIM. IT IS WRITTEN ABOUT THIS: “ALL 50 GATES OF BINA ARE GIVEN TO MOSHE EXCEPT ONE, THE LAST SECRET OF THE UPPER LIGHT’S ABSENCE.” THIS UPPER LIGHT CAN BE RECEIVED ONLY INSIDE THE KELIM (DESIRES) OF MALCHUT ITSELF, OF PRIMORDIAL EGOISM. THIS WILL OCCUR WHEN THE CORRECTION HAS BEEN COMPLETED AFTER 6000 YEARS. 44. THERE IS A LOCK WITH A TINY AND NARROW KEYHOLE INSIDE THE GATES. THIS LOCK IS MARKED AND KNOWN ONLY BY THE IMPRESSION OF THE KEY. NO ONE KNOWS ABOUT IT WITHOUT HAVING THE KEY. IT IS WRITTEN ABOUT THIS SECRET. 
BERESHEET BARAHELOKIM – IN THE BEGINNING THE CREATOR CREATED
“IN THE BEGINNING” IS THE KEY IN WHICH EVERYTHING IS HIDDEN, AS IT UNLOCKS AND LOCKS. THIS KEY INCLUDES SIX GATES WHICH IT UNLOCKS AND LOCKS. WHEN IT LOCKS THOSE GATES AND INCLUDES THEM WITHIN ITSELF, IT IS WRITTEN BERESHEET: A REVEALED WORD THAT IS USUALLY CONCEALED. BARAH, WHEREVER IT APPEARS, IS A CONCEALED WORD, IMPLYING THAT THE KEY UNLOCKS AND LOCKS IT UP. MALCHUT THAT STANDS IN NE IS CALLED THE “LOCK” BECAUSE IT PREVENTS OHRHOCHMA FROM ENTERING THE PARTZUF. THE ENTIRE PARTZUF ENDS IN HOCHMA (THE LIGHT CAN ONLY BE IN KH); HENCE, IT IS MERELY NEFESH-RUACH. IN THE ABSENCE OF THE KELIM-SEFIROT B-ZA-M, THE LIGHTS NESHAMA-HAYA-YECHIDA ARE ABSENT. YESODDE MALCHUT IS THE 49TH GATE, THE MAXIMUM OF WHAT CAN BE BEFORE THE END OF THE CORRECTION, BECAUSE MALCHUT DE MALCHUT IS THE 50TH GATE.  IF THE KEY (ATERET YESOD OF THE LIGHT) ENTERS YESODDE MALCHUT (THE 49TH GATE), THEN THIS LIGHT LOWERS MALCHUT TO ITS PLACE, FROM NE TO THE PEH. THIS LIGHT OPENS THE PARTZUF AND OHR HOCHMA FILLS IT. THAT IS WHY ATERET YESOD IS CALLED THE “KEY.”  HOWEVER, THERE IS A SPECIAL RESHIMO THAT ALLOWS ONE NOT TO USE MALCHUT DE MALCHUT AS A PLACE OF ZIVUG BEFORE ALL THE OTHERS (EXCEPT MALCHUT DE MALCHUT OR THE KELIM DESIRES) HAVE FINALLY BEEN CORRECTED. THIS RESHIMO IS IN AVI: SINCE THEY NEVER RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA (I.E., THEY DO NOT USE THIS KEY), THEIR GENUINE AHP DO NOT RISE. NEVERTHELESS, EVEN THE FACTITIOUS AHP IS SUFFICIENT TO LET YESHSUT RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA AND REALIZE THAT KNOWLEDGE MEANS THE PRESENCE OF THE OHR HOCHMA. IF THE LIGHT THAT CORRESPONDS TO THE ATERET YESOD ENTERS INTO THE APPROPRIATE SEFIRA IN MALCHUT (I.E., YESODDE MALCHUT OR THE 49TH SEFIRA), THEN MALCHUT (THE 50TH GATE) DOES NOT FORBID THIS LIGHT TO FILL THE PARTZUF. IT DOES “LOCK UP” THE PARTZUF BECAUSE IT HAS THE RESHIMO OF PROHIBITION ONLY ON THAT WHICH ENTERS MALCHUT ITSELF. THE REASON FOR THIS LIES IN THE FACT THAT THE RESHIMO (THE KEY’S MEMORY) RULES IN ZATDEBINA, I.E., IN YESHSUT. HENCE, THIS LIGHT IS CALLED THE “KEY.” THE WORD BERESHEET – IN THE BEGINNING INCLUDES ONLY THE KEY (ATERET YESOD OR THE 49THSEFIRA) EXCLUDING MALCHUT DE MALCHUT OR THE 50TH GATE. NONE OF THE SEFIROT KH-B OF ALL THE PARTZUFIM IN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT RECEIVE OHRHOCHMA. INSTEAD, THE OHR HASSADIM SHINES WITHIN THEM. THEREFORE, THE WORDS BERESHEET BARAH MEAN CONCEALED HOCHMA BECAUSE THE WORD BARAH (CREATED) IS DERIVED FROM THE NOTION OF BAR (BEYOND). THIS MEANS THAT THE CREATOR MOVED MALCHUT DE MALCHUT BEYOND THE RECEPTION OF OHR HOCHMA; HENCE THIS PART OF THE KELIM WAS LOCKED UP BY THE ABSENCE OF THE LIGHT.  
ABRAHAM
45. RABBI YOSI SAID, I HEARD THE SAME FROM THE GREAT SOURCE OF THE LIGHT, WHO IS RABBI SHIMON, THAT THE WORD BARAH IS CONCEALED AND THE KEY TO IT LOCKED IT UP AND DID NOT UNLOCK IT. AS LONG AS THE KEY LOCKED UP THE WORD BARAH, THE WORLD COULD NOT EXIST AND VOID COVERED EVERYTHING. WHEN THIS, VOID RULES THERE IS NO WORLD AND NO EXISTENCE. 46. WHEN DID THIS KEY UNLOCK THE GATES, AND PREPARE EVERYTHING FOR THE EXISTENCE AND DEVELOPMENT OF GENERATIONS? THIS OCCURRED WHEN ABRAHAM APPEARED, AS HE IS THE PROPERTY OF HESED (MERCY), OF WHICH IT IS WRITTEN: “THESE ARE THE GENERATIONS OF THE HEAVENS AND OF THE EARTH BE-IBAR'AM (WITH WHICH HE CREATED).” HOWEVER, ONE SHOULD NOT PRONOUNCE THE WORD AS BE-IBAR'AM, BUT AS BE-AVRAHAM (THESE 2 WORDS CONSIST OF THE SAME LETTERS, BUT SINCE THERE ARE NO VOWELS IN HEBREW, THEY CAN BE PRONOUNCED DIFFERENTLY). THEN, ALL THAT WAS CONCEALED IN THE WORD BARAH WAS REVEALED AS LETTERS, MEANING THAT THE KELIM OPENED UP TO HEAR. THE PILLAR OF PROCREATION, THE SACRED YESOD, UPON WHICH THE WORLD IS ESTABLISHED, WAS REVEALED. THIS IS BECAUSE THE WORD BARAH CONSISTS OF THE SAME LETTERS AS THE WORD EVAR (OPEN).  HE ASKS: “WHEN IT IS REVEALED, CAN ONE ACT AND PRODUCE GENERATIONS?”  THIS QUESTION INCLUDES 3 QUESTIONS:  1. WHEN WILL THIS BE REVEALED? – WHEN MALCHUT DESCENDS FROM THE EYNAIM (WHERE IT ROSE DURING TZIMTZUM BET) TO ITS PREVIOUS PLACE IN THE PEH, 49 GATES OF HOCHMA WILL OPEN UP; 2. WHEN CAN THIS BE USED? – WHEN OHR HOCHMA BECOMES ENCLOTHED WITH OHR HASSADIM, AHP CAN RECEIVE OHRHOCHMA BECAUSE WITHOUT BEING CLOTHED IN OHRHASSADIM, MI = GE CANNOT SHINE WITHIN ELEH = AHP; THE LIGHT IS NOT YET SUITABLE TO BE RECEIVED BY THE SOULS; 3. CAN GENERATIONS BE PRODUCED AND MULTIPLIED? – GENERATIONS ARE THE SOULS THAT EXIST IN THE WORLDS BYA. THEY ORIGINATED FROM ZA OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. AFTER ZA RECEIVES THE LIGHTS OF HOCHMA AND HASSADIM (I.E., THE LIGHT OF PERFECTION), THIS LIGHT ENABLES IT TO MAKE A ZIVUG WITH NUKVA AND PRODUCE THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS. ABRAHAM IS THE PROPERTY OF THE SEFIRA HESED IN THE PARTZUF ZA DURING ITS GADLUT (BIG STATE), WHEN HESED RISES AND BECOMES HOCHMA: THE SEFIROTH-G-T TURN INTO H-B-D: BEFORE ABRAHAM APPEARED, EVERYTHING HAD BEEN CONCEALED IN THE WORD BARAH AND VOID RULED OVER THE WORLD – THERE WAS NEITHER OHR HOCHMA NOR OHR HASSADIM IN ZA. HOWEVER, WHEN ABRAHAM (THE LIGHT OF THE SEFIRA HESED THAT DESCENDS TO ZA) APPEARED, THE GATE WAS OPENED FOR OHR HOCHMA BECAUSE MALCHUT DESCENDED FROM THE EYNAIM TO THE PEH AND YESHSUT FORMED ONE LEVEL WITH AVI. AS A RESULT OF THIS, OHR HOCHMA DESCENDED TO YESHSUT BECAUSE OHR HASSADIM OF ABRAHAM’S PROPERTIES HAD ALREADY BEEN PRESENT IN ZA. OHRHOCHMA WAS ENVELOPED IN OHR HASSADIM, MI (GE) JOINED ELEH (AHP), THE CREATOR’S NAME ELO-IM BECAME COMPLETE, AND HOCHMA FILLED ZA. MALCHUT DESCENDED FROM THE EYNAIM TO THE PEH IN ZA, AND ZA RECEIVED ITS NEW AHP FROM BINA. IT ENTERED THE GADLUT, AND PASSED THE LIGHT THROUGH ITS YESOD TO MALCHUT CALLED THE “LOWER WORLD.” AS A RESULT OF THIS, MALCHUT PRODUCED THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 47. WHEN YESOD OF ZA JOINS THE WORD BARAH (MALCHUT), THEN THE CONCEALED AND SUPERNAL DIVISION INTO THE CREATOR’S NAME AND GREATNESS, WHICH IS CALLED MI, AND ELEH COME INTO BEING. ALSO, THE SACRED NAME MA CAME FROM BARAH. THE SACRED CONCEALED ELEH EXISTS JUST LIKE YESOD. YET, WHEN YESOD ATTAINS ITS COMPLETE STATE, THE PARTZUF ALSO ATTAINS ITS COMPLETE STATE. THE LETTER HEY CORRESPONDS TO YESOD AND THE LETTER YUD CORRESPONDS TO ELEH. HERE THE ZOHAR EXPLAINS WHAT LIGHT IS PRESENT IN ZA DEPENDING ON ITS STATES. IN THE SEFIRA YESOD OF THE PARTZUF ZA, THERE IS AN END, MEANING A PLACE WHERE IT JOINS MALCHUT. THIS IS THE PLACE OF THE COVENANT BETWEEN THE CREATOR (ZA) AND SHECHINA OR THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, ALSO CALLED ISRAEL OR MALCHUT. THIS PLACE OF THEIR CONTACT IS CALLED ATERET YESOD (ENCIRCLEMENT OF YESOD) OR KETER DE ZA (THE CROWN OF ZA).  THE WORD BARAH MEANS KATNUT (SMALL STATE) THAT COMES AS A RESULT OF THE ASCENT OF MALCHUT TO NE. AVI NEVER ABANDON THE PROPERTIES OF GAR DE BINA (MERCY); THEY DO NOT WANT TO RECEIVE. MALCHUT THAT RISES AND STANDS THERE IS CALLED MANULA (LOCK). IT DOES NOT ALLOW THE LIGHT TO SPREAD BELOW IT. ATERET YESOD DEZA IS CALLED MIFTECHA (KEY) BECAUSE BY MEANS OF ITS PROPERTY, THE LIGHT CAN BE RECEIVED IN THE PARTZUFIM THAT ARE BELOW AVI.  THIS IS POSSIBLE ON THE CONDITION THAT ELEH = AHP RISE TO MI = GE. OHR HOCHMA CAN BE RECEIVED IN THE KELIM ELEH THAT WISH TO RECEIVE IT, BUT THIS CAN BE DONE ONLY WHILE THEY ARE RISING UP, ABOVE THE PARSA. HOWEVER, AS LONG AS THE PROPERTIES OF MALCHUT HAVE NOT ACQUIRED THE PROPERTY OF BINA (OR SOFTENED BY THEM), THERE IS NO WAY TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT AND MALCHUT IS CALLED “THE 50TH GATE.”  FROM THIS WE SEE THAT THE WORDS MI BARA HELEH DO NOT MEAN THE QUESTION, “WHO CREATED THESE?” BUT THE ACTION: MI = GEBARAH (CREATED) ELEH = AHP BY THE DESCENT OF MALCHUT FROM NE TO ITS SCREEN IN THE PEH. AS A RESULT OF THIS, ELEH = AHP ROSE TO THE ROSH AND RECEIVED THE LIGHT OF GAR (HOCHMA) THERE. MALCHUT THAT DESCENDED TO THE PEH IS CALLED MA BECAUSE THAT IS THE NAME OF THE LOWER WORLD. ITS SCREEN IN THE PEH MAKES A ZIVUG AND OHR HASSADIM (THE LIGHT OF BENEDICTION) DESCENDS ON IT, BECAUSE THIS ABOLISHES THE PROHIBITION (LOCK) IMPOSED ON THE SPREADING OF THE LIGHT.  48. WHEN THE LETTERS HEY AND YUD WISHED TO COMPLEMENT EACH OTHER, THEY BROUGHT FORTH THE LETTER MEM AND THE WORD ELO-HIM = ELE + HEY + YUD + MEM AS FORMED BY THE UNION OF BOTH SIDES. THE WORD EVER + HEY + MEM = ABRAHAM ORIGINATED FROM ELEH. ONE MAY SAY, HOWEVER, THAT THE CREATOR TOOK THE WORDS ELEH AND MI, JOINED THEM AND FORMED THE WORD ELOKIM. THE WORDS MA AND EVER FORMED THE WORD ABRAHAM, WHERE THE WORD MI DESIGNATES THE 50 GATES OF BINA. THE WORD MA REFERS TO THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THE HOLY NAME, BECAUSE HAVAYAH WITH THE FILLING OF THE LETTER ALEPH HAS THE GEMATRIA OF MA = 45.  BOTH WORLDS, THIS AND THE NEXT ONE, EXIST IN THE TWO LETTERS, YUD AND HEY. THIS WORLD IS IN YUD, THE NEXT WORLD IS IN HEY. HENCE, THE NEXT WORLD WAS CREATED WITH MI AND THIS WORLD WITH MA. IT IS WRITTEN: “THESE ARE THE CREATED (BE-IBAR'AM) GENERATIONS OF THE HEAVENS AND OF THE EARTH.” HERE THE LETTERS IN BE-IBAR'AM MAKE UP THE WORD ABRAHAM, BECAUSE THERE WAS NO PERFECTION UNTIL THE LETTERS FORMED THIS WORD. THEREFORE, THE CREATOR’S NAME HAVAYAH IS FIRST MENTIONED IN THE TORAH ONLY AFTER THE NAME ABRAHAM. OHR HASSADIM IN MA AND OHR HOCHMA IN ELEH WISHED TO COMPLEMENT EACH OTHER. IN CONSEQUENCE, OHR HOCHMA ENCLOTHED ITSELF WITH OHR HASSADIM AND MALCHUT RECEIVES FROM BOTH, HASSADIM AND HOCHMA. BY THIS MA AND MI JOIN AND CREATE MM, I.E., MALCHUT THAT RECEIVES OHR HOCHMA ENVELOPED IN OHR HASSADIM FROM ABOVE.   
THE VISION OF RABBI CHIYA
49. RABBI CHIYA PROSTRATED HIMSELF ON THE EARTH, KISSED THE DUST AND CRIED: “DUST, DUST, HOW STUBBORN AND SHAMELESS YOU ARE THAT ALL THE DELIGHTS OF THE EYE PERISH WITHIN YOU! RABBI SHIMON, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLDS, THE GREATEST LEADER WHO GOVERNS THE ENTIRE WORLD AND WHOSE MERIT SUSTAINS THE WORLD IS CONSUMED BY YOU!” HE THEN COLLECTED HIMSELF AND SAID: “DUST, DO NOT BE PROUD! THE PILLARS OF THE WORLD WILL NOT BE DELIVERED INTO YOUR HANDS, AND RABBI SHIMON SHALL NOT BE CONSUMED BY YOU!” MALCHUT IS THE ONLY CREATION. THIS CREATION IS A DESIRE TO RECEIVE PLEASURE. IT WAS MADE THIS WAY AND ITS ESSENCE CANNOT BE CHANGED. YET WHAT CAN BE CHANGED IS INTENTION – FOR WHOSE SAKE TO RECEIVE THIS PLEASURE. AS A RESULT OF MALCHUT JOINING WITH BINA, WITH AN ALTRUISTIC WILL TO BESTOW DELIGHT, MALCHUT ACQUIRED BINA’S DESIRE THAT IS OPPOSITE TO ITS OWN NATURE. ONLY THIS DESIRE OF BINA IN MALCHUT CAN RESULT IN A ZIVUG AND THE CONSECUTIVE RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT. WHEN MALCHUT RECEIVES ALL THE DESIRES IT POSSIBLY CAN FROM BINA, AND FILLS THEM WITH THE LIGHT, ONLY ITS OWN ORIGINAL EGOISTICAL PROPERTY WILL REMAIN UNCORRECTED. THE CREATOR HIMSELF WILL CORRECT IT FROM ABOVE. THE ORDER OF CORRECTION AND RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT IN BINA’S PROPERTIES (INSIDE MALCHUT) IS REFERRED TO AS THE RECEPTION ON A ZIVUG OF YESOD. IT HAPPENS GRADUALLY ON 6000 CONSECUTIVE LEVELS THAT ARE CALLED 6000 YEARS. MALCHUT DE MALCHUT OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT CANNOT RECEIVE ANY LIGHT DURING THE 6000 YEARS UNTIL ALL OF ITS PARTS ARE ABSOLUTELY CORRECTED. ALL ZIVUGIM ARE MADE NOT ON MALCHUT, BUT ON THE PROPERTIES IT RECEIVED FROM BINA. THE PLACE OF SUCH A ZIVUG IS CALLED YESOD DE MALCHUT OR ATERET YESOD. MALCHUT ITSELF (EGOISTICAL DESIRES) STAYS CLOSED TO THE LIGHT, HENCE THEY ARE CALLED “CLOSED GATES”. THE CORRECTION OF THE PARTZUFIM DURING THE 6000 YEARS, AND THE GRADUAL FILLING OF MALCHUT WITH THE LIGHT, TAKES PLACE WITH THE HELP OF BINA’S DESIRES IN MALCHUT WHICH ARE CALLED “MIFTECHA” (YESOD DE MALCHUT). THIS IS BECAUSE THE IMPURE (EGOISTICAL) FORCE HAS NO POWER OVER THIS PART OF MALCHUT. YESOD DE MALCHUT MEANS THAT MALCHUT ONLY ACTS WITH THE PROPERTIES IT RECEIVED FROM THE HIGHER SEFIRA YESOD, WHICH IS FREE FROM THE INFLUENCE OF THE KLIPOT. ALL THE PROPERTIES, EXCEPT FOR THOSE OF MALCHUT, ARE ALTRUISTIC, BECAUSE THEY ORIGINATE FROM BINA. HOWEVER, SINCE WE WISH TO EMPHASIZE THAT A ZIVUG IS MADE ON THE ALTRUISTIC DESIRE, WE USUALLY SAY YESOD INSTEAD OF BINA. SINCE YESOD ID THE SEFIRA IMMEDIATELY ABOVE MALCHUT, WE SAY THAT A ZIVUG IS MADE NOT ON THE ALTRUISTIC DESIRES OF MALCHUT, BUT ON YESOD. AFTER ACQUIRING THE PROPERTIES OF YESOD MALCHUT CAN RECEIVE THE LIGHT. THEREFORE, SUCH A RECEPTION ON YESOD DE MALCHUT IS CALLED “MIFTECHA”, THE KEY THAT OPENS THE WAY FOR THE UPPER LIGHT. SINCE MALCHUT DE MALCHUT (“CLOSED GATES”) REMAINS INACCESSIBLE TO THE LIGHT FOR 6000 YEARS, RABBI CHIYA (A DEFINITE SPIRITUAL LEVEL) COULD NOT UNDERSTAND HOW RABBI SHIMON (THE SPIRITUAL PARTZUF) COULD ACHIEVE SUCH AN ABSOLUTE PERFECTION. RABBI SHIMON IS A PARTZUF OF SUCH SPIRITUAL HEIGHT THAT IT RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF YECHIDA. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO RECEIVE THIS LIGHT UNLESS A ZIVUG ON MALCHUT DE MALCHUT IS MADE. HOWEVER, THIS PART OF MALCHUT REMAINS UNCORRECTED FOR 6000 YEARS AND MAY NOT BE USED UNTIL THE FINAL CORRECTION COMES. BY DEFYING THESE DESIRES, THE PERSON, AS IT WERE, PARTIALLY CORRECTS THIS PART OF MALCHUT. ALL THE FORBIDDEN COMMANDMENTS REFER TO MALCHUT DE MALCHUT; HENCE THE BAN IMPOSED ON ITS USE IS CALLED A RESTRICTION.  YET, IF IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO FILL THE “STONY HEART” (“LEV HAEVEN”), I.E. MALCHUT DE MALCHUT (THE ROOT OF EGOISM, THE BASIS OF THE CREATION) WITH THE LIGHT, HOW, THEN, CAN EVEN A SINGLE SOUL CAN BE COMPLETELY CORRECTED? DOES THE FINAL CORRECTION NOT MEAN THAT THE LIGHT SHOULD FILL THE ENTIRE MALCHUT? EACH SOUL, EACH PART OF MALCHUT THAT MAN IS DESTINED TO CORRECT CONTAINS A PART OF ALL THE OTHER PARTS OF MALCHUT, INCLUDING HIS PART OF MALCHUT DE MALCHUT WITH WHICH HE MAY NOT WORK UNTIL THE END OF CORRECTION. ON THE OTHER HAND, RABBI CHIYA SEES RABBI SHIMON IN THE STATE OF FINAL CORRECTION. SO HOW COULD THE LATTER ACHIEVE SUCH A STATE? THIS CONTRADICTION AGITATED RABBI CHIYA SO GREATLY THAT HE PROSTRATED HIMSELF ON THE GROUND AND CRIED.  IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO CONSTANTLY “TRANSLATE” THE WORDS OF THE TORAH OR “THE ZOHAR” INTO THE LANGUAGE WE ARE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND AND EXPLAIN. FOR EXAMPLE, “GROUND” MEANS EGOISM AND “DUST” IS IMPURE FORCES, AND TO “CRY” IMPLIES RAISING MAN, ETC. ALL THE WORDS AND DEFINITIONS IN “THE ZOHAR” SHOULD BE PERCEIVED SENSUOUSLY RATHER THAN LITERALLY, AS PHYSICAL ACTIONS OF OUR WORLD. WHATEVER “THE ZOHAR” SAYS IS ONLY RELATED TO THE PERSON’S INNER SPIRITUAL SENSATIONS.  ALL THE WORLDS CONSTITUTE THE “ENVIRONMENT”, THE SPIRITUAL SPHERE, INSIDE WHICH THE CREATOR MADE HIS ONLY CREATION, MAN (ADAM). EVERYTHING ELSE WAS ONLY CREATED IN ORDER TO HELP MAN TO ACHIEVE HIS SPIRITUAL MISSION, TO BECOME EQUAL TO HIS CREATOR. ALL THE CREATURES OF OUR WORLD (EXCLUDING MAN) ARE ROBOTS OF THEIR ANIMAL NATURE AND POSSESS NO FREE WILL. SIMILARLY, ALL THE SPIRITUAL BEINGS EXCEPT FOR THE SOUL ARE ROBOTS OF THEIR SPIRITUAL NATURE. BEING BORN IN OUR WORLD, MAN IS AN ANIMAL THAT HAS NO FREEDOM TO ACT AGAINST HIS EGOISTICAL WILL TO RECEIVE PLEASURE. HE USUALLY STAYS THAT WAY DURING HIS EXISTENCE ON THE EARTH, BEING NO DIFFERENT FROM THE STILL, VEGETATIVE AND ANIMAL LEVELS OF NATURE, AUTOMATICALLY CARRYING OUT ORDERS OF HIS INNER MASTER, EGOISM. ONLY WITH THE HELP OF KABBALAH CAN A PERSON GRADUALLY OBTAIN SPIRITUAL POWERS AND CONSEQUENTLY BECOME FREE FROM THE INFLUENCE OF IMPURE FORCES. BUT SUCH AN OPPORTUNITY IS ONLY GIVEN TO MAN IF HE CAN CONTROL HIS EGOISTICAL NATURE. DEPENDING ON THE STRENGTH OF HIS SCREEN, HE ASCENDS (INWARDLY, IN HIS SENSATIONS) FROM THIS WORLD TO THE SPIRITUAL ONE.  HAVING CREATED THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS AS A PLACE FOR HIS FUTURE CREATION, THE CREATOR THEN MADE HIS CREATION (THE SOUL, ADAM). THE SOUL CONSTITUTES A DESIRE TO ENJOY THE SENSATION OF THE CREATOR. THE SENSATION OF THE CREATOR IS CALLED THE LIGHT. THERE IS NOTHING IN THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE BESIDES THE LIGHT AND THE SOUL! ALTHOUGH THE SOUL IS MALCHUT DE MALCHUT (THE ONLY EGOISTICAL CREATION), THE CREATOR IMPARTED THE PROPERTY OF ALTRUISM TO IT, MIXED IT WITH THE KELIM (DESIRES) OF BINA AND THUS DEMONSTRATED HOW WONDERFUL IT IS TO BE SIMILAR TO HIM. WHILE PERFORMING ALTRUISTIC ACTIONS, THE SOUL (ADAM) DECIDED TO USE ITS NATURAL EGOISM, MALCHUT DE MALCHUT IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THE CREATOR’S LIGHT WITH ALTRUISTIC INTENTIONS. YET, WHEN IT BEGAN TO LET THE POWERFUL LIGHT OF YECHIDA INTO MALCHUT DE MALCHUT, IT COULD NOT RESIST THE TEMPTATION AND WISHED TO ENJOY EGOISTICALLY. SUCH A CHANGE IN THE SOUL’S DESIRES IS CALLED THE FALL. AS A RESULT OF THE FALL, ADAM’S SOUL SPLIT INTO A MULTITUDE OF PARTS, (600,000) ALL OF WHICH FELL INTO CAPTIVITY TO THE IMPURE, EGOISTICAL FORCES (I.E. ACQUIRED EGOISTICAL DESIRES). AFTER THE FALL ADAM CORRECTED SOME OF THE SOULS (OBTAINED AN ANTI-EGOISTICAL SCREEN), BUT ONLY PARTIALLY. OUT OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF THE SOULS, SOME OF THEM ARE SELECTED FOR CORRECTION, LOWERED INTO THIS WORLD AND CLOTHED INTO BODIES, THUS CREATING A SUCCESSION OF GENERATIONS. THE DESCENT (MOVING AWAY FROM THE CREATOR) TO OUR WORLD (EGOISTICAL SENSATIONS OF ONLY ONE’S OWN DESIRES) OCCURS AS A RESULT OF ATTACHING AN ADDITIONAL “MAKEWEIGHT” OF EGOISM TO THE SOUL. IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD MOVEMENT (FARTHER FROM THE CREATOR OR CLOSER TO HIM) AND DISTANCE (FROM HIM) ARE DETERMINED BY THE CORRELATION OF EGOISTICAL AND ALTRUISTIC DESIRES WITHIN THE SOUL.  THE PURPOSE BEHIND THE DESCENT OF THE SOULS TO OUR WORLD IS TO TRANSFORM ONE’S EGOISTICAL DESIRES WITH THE HELP OF KABBALAH AND TO RETURN TO THE CREATOR WITH ONE’S INTENTIONS, BY PERFORMING ALTRUISTIC ACTIONS. THE DESCENT OF THE SOULS CONTINUES UNTIL EACH AND EVERY ONE OF THEM ACHIEVES COMPLETE CORRECTION. THE MOST EXALTED SOULS THAT REFER TO THE LEVELS OF YECHIDA AND GAR OF CHAYA DEPEND ON THE CORRECTION OF MALCHUT IN MALCHUT OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT (“CLOSED GATES”). THEY WILL ONLY BE CORRECTED AT THE END OF THE 6000 YEARS, AFTER THE CORRECTION OF THE REST OF THE SOULS. THIS IS BECAUSE OF THE INVERSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SOULS AND THE LIGHT THAT FILLS THEM. THE MORE EGOISTICAL THE SOUL IS, AND THE LOWER IT IS LOCATED, THE BIGGER THE LIGHT IS THAT ENTERS THE GENERAL PARTZUF (SOUL) AT THE TIME OF ITS CORRECTION.  
THE LIGHT OF THE SOUL
YECHIDA CHAYA NESHAMA RUACH NEFESH MALCHUT: KETER HOCHMA BINA ZA MALCHUT THEREFORE, THESE EXALTED SOULS ARE CONSUMED BY THE DUST, I.E. THE IMPURE FORCE RULES OVER THEM WITH ITS ENORMOUS AND INSOLENT POWER, BECAUSE IT IS CERTAIN THAT NO ONE OR NO-THING CAN SAVE THE SOUL FROM ITS CAPTIVITY. THIS IS WHY RABBI CHIYA CRIED: “DUST, HOW CRUEL YOU ARE! ALL THE MOST EXALTED SOULS ARE ABSORBED BY YOU WITHOUT ANY HOPE TO ESCAPE FROM YOUR POWER!” THIS MEANS THAT THE ESSENCE OF CREATION, THE ORIGINAL EGOISM CANNOT BE CORRECTED. IT TURNS OUT THAT ALL THE RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE BRINGING THE LIGHT TO THE WORLD CANNOT ACHIEVE PERFECTION, AS LONG AS THE SOULS ARE IN THE IMPURE FORCES’ CAPTIVITY. SINCE ALL THE SOULS ARE INTERCONNECTED, NOT A SINGLE INDIVIDUAL SOUL CAN REACH THE END OF CORRECTION UNTIL ALL OF THEM ARE CORRECTED. HENCE, THEY ARE RUTHLESSLY RULED BY THE DUST. AT FIRST RABBI CHIYA WISHES TO SAY THAT RABBI SHIMON WAS ALSO CONSUMED BY THE DUST, AND DID NOT ACHIEVE THE FINAL CORRECTION. HE HEARD THAT RABBI YOSSI SIMILARLY OPINES THAT THE GATES ARE CLOSED FOR ALL. YET, AFTER SOME CONTEMPLATION HE INQUIRES: “IF RABBI SHIMON ENLIVENS ALL THE WORLDS AND RULES OVER THEM, HOW CAN IT POSSIBLY BE THAT HE HAS NOT REACHED PERFECTION?” HE CONCLUDES THAT RABBI SHIMON WAS NOT CONSUMED BY THE DUST, I.E. HE DID ACHIEVE THE FINAL CORRECTION AND THE STATE OF ABSOLUTE PERFECTION. THE THING RABBI CHIYA CANNOT UNDERSTAND IS HOW ANYONE (AN INDIVIDUAL SOUL) IS ABLE TO REACH THE END OF CORRECTION PRIOR TO (WITHOUT) THE COMPLETE CORRECTION OF ALL THE OTHERS.  50. RABBI CHIYA STOOD UP AND WALKED ALONG WEEPING, ACCOMPANIED BY RABBI YOSSI. HE FASTED FOR FORTY DAYS SO THAT HE MIGHT MEET WITH RABBI SHIMON. HE WAS TOLD HE WAS NOT FIT TO SEE HIM. HE THEN WEPT AND FASTED FOR ANOTHER FORTY DAYS. THEY SHOWED HIM RABBI SHIMON AND RABBI ELAZAR HIS SON, IN A VISION. THEY WERE DISCUSSING THE WORDS HE SAID TO RABBI YOSSI. AND MANY THOUSANDS WERE LISTENING TO THEIR DISCUSSION.  ALTHOUGH THE FAST “THE ZOHAR” SPEAKS ABOUT IS A SPIRITUAL ACT, IN OUR WORLD SUCH A DESCRIPTION IS A GOOD EXAMPLE OF HOW STRONG A DESIRE SHOULD BE IN ORDER TO BE ANSWERED FROM ABOVE. SIMILAR SPIRITUAL ACTIONS INCLUDE CRYING, SHEDDING TEARS – THE SMALL STATE (KATNUT) OF THE SPIRITUAL PARTZUF IN THIS PARTICULAR CASE CALLED “RABBI CHIYA”. NATURALLY, RABBI SHIMON AND ALL THE OTHER CHARACTERS OF “THE ZOHAR” ARE THE SPIRITUAL PARTZUFIM, AND NOT THE PEOPLE OF OUR WORLD. THE SPIRITUAL LEVEL OF THE PERSON KNOWN BY A CERTAIN NAME IN OUR WORLD MAY COINCIDE WITH HIS SPIRITUAL LEVEL DESCRIBED IN THE TORAH. HOWEVER, ELUCIDATION OF THIS QUESTION IS OUTSIDE OF THE SCOPE OF THIS PARTICULAR ARTICLE. WE SHOULD NEVERTHELESS POINT OUT THAT THE PHARAOH IN EGYPT WAS BY NO MEANS A SPIRITUAL PHARAOH THE WAY HE IS DESCRIBED IN “THE ZOHAR” (THE PARTZUF THAT INCLUDES ALL OF MALCHUT), AND LABAN, WHO IS PORTRAYED AS A VILLAIN IN THE TORAH, IS IN FACT THE SPIRITUAL LIGHT OF THE PARTZUF AB, THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA. THIS WILL BE EXPLAINED FURTHER. THE STRONG DESIRE TO ACHIEVE RABBI SHIMON’S SPIRITUAL LEVEL ALLOWED RABBI CHIYA TO SEE HIM, BECAUSE HE WAS CONVINCED THAT RABBI SHIMON HAD NOT BEEN CONSUMED BY DUST. HE CAME TO SUCH A CONCLUSION AS A RESULT OF HIS CONVERSATION WITH RABBI YOSSI AND PASSIONATELY DESIRED TO SEE RABBI SHIMON.  51. MEANWHILE, HE SAW MANY GREAT CELESTIAL WINGS. RABBI SHIMON AND HIS SON RABBI ELAZAR MOUNTED ON THEM AND WERE BORNE ALOFT TO THE HEAVENLY ASSEMBLY. AND ALL THOSE WINGS WERE WAITING FOR THEM. AFTERWARDS BOTH OF THEM RETURNED TO THEIR PLACE AND SHONE MORE THAN BEFORE, BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN.  THE HEAVENLY ASSEMBLY REFERS TO THE ANGEL CALLED MATATRON. HOWEVER, THIS FULL NAME IS NOT PRONOUNCED. THE SHORT NAME MATAT IS USED INSTEAD, BECAUSE PRONOUNCING A NAME IS EQUIVALENT TO ACTION AND IS NOT DESIRABLE. THE TERM SUPERNAL ASSEMBLY REFERS TO THE CREATOR HIMSELF, WHILE THE HEAVENLY ASSEMBLY REFERS TO MATAT. THE WINGS THAT WERE WAITING FOR RABBI SHIMON AND HIS SON ELAZAR ARE ANGELS (THE ROBOT-LIKE SPIRITUAL FORCES THAT ARE SIMILAR TO THE DRAFT ANIMALS IN OUR WORLD), WHOSE TASK IS TO HELP THE SOULS TO ASCEND FROM ONE SPIRITUAL LEVEL TO ANOTHER. THESE WINGS ASSIST THE SOULS BOTH TO BE ELEVATED AND LOWERED TO THEIR PLACES. THEREFORE, IT IS SAID THAT THE WINGS WERE WAITING FOR RABBI SHIMON AND HIS SON RABBI ELAZAR TO BRING THEM BACK DOWN.  WHEN RABBI CHIYA SAW THEM RETURNING FROM THE HEAVENLY ASSEMBLY TO THEIR PLACE (I.E. TO RABBI SHIMON’S ASSEMBLY) HE NOTICED A NEW LIGHT ON THEIR FACES AND RADIANCE BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN AROUND THEM.  52. RABBI SHIMON OPENED THE DISCUSSION BY SAYING: “LET RABBI CHIYA ENTER AND SEE HOW MUCH THE CREATOR SHALL RESTORE THE FACES OF THE RIGHTEOUS IN THE WORLD TO COME. HOW HAPPY IS HE WHO COMES HERE WITHOUT SHAME, AND HOW HAPPY IS HE WHO STANDS ERECT IN THIS WORLD AS A STRONG PILLAR!” RABBI CHIYA SAW HIMSELF ENTERING, AND RABBI ELAZAR STOOD UP. SO, DID ALL OF THE OTHER PILLARS OF THE WORLD, WHO WERE SITTING THERE. AND HE, RABBI CHIYA WAS EMBARRASSED. HE ENTERED AND HUMBLY SAT AT THE FEET OF RABBI SHIMON. RABBI SHIMON OPENED THE DISCUSSION (OPENED THE WAY FOR THE LIGHT) AND SAID: “HAPPY IS HE WHO COMES HERE WITHOUT SHAME”. NONE OF THOSE WHO WERE PRESENT FELT ANY SHAME. ONLY RABBI CHIYA WAS EMBARRASSED. THIS IS BECAUSE THEY HAD STRENGTH TO WITHSTAND THE POWER OF DUST AND HE DID NOT. ALL OF THEM WERE PERFECT, WHILE RABBI CHIYA HAD ONE FLAW, THE DESIRE TO ATTAIN. THIS DESIRE MADE HIM FEEL SHAME. 53. A VOICE CAME FORTH, SAYING: “LOWER YOUR EYES, DO NOT RAISE YOUR HEAD UP, AND DO NOT LOOK! HE LOWERED HIS EYES AND SAW A LIGHT THAT SHONE FROM AFAR”. THE VOICE RETURNED AND SAID: “YOU HIDDEN AND UNSEEN CELESTIALS ON HIGH, YOU WHO WANDER THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, BEHOLD AND SEE! EARTHLY BEINGS ARE SUNK IN DEEP SLUMBER, THE LIGHT OF THEIR EYES IS CONCEALED IN THE DARKNESS. WAKE THEM UP! AFTER HE FOLLOWED THE INSTRUCTION TO LOWER HIS EYES AND NOT TO RAISE HIS HEAD (NOT TO USE HIS DESIRE TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT), HE WAS WORTHY TO HEAR (THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM) THE APPEAL, WITH THE HELP OF WHICH HE ATTAINED EVERYTHING HE WISHED. THE VOICE DIVIDES ALL THE SOULS INTO TWO GROUPS: THE FIRST ONE IS A GROUP OF SUPERNAL HOLY ONES, WHOSE EYES OPENED TO SEE THE ENTIRE WORLD; THE SECOND ONE IS A GROUP OF BLIND SOULS WITH THE LIGHT CONCEALED IN THEIR EYES. THIS IS WHY THE VOICE CALLED UPON THE SOULS OF THE FIRST GROUP TO LOOK, I.E. TO USE THE RECEPTION OF THE UPPER LIGHT, TO DRAW THE LIGHT TOGETHER WITH THE SECOND GROUP. 54. WHO AMONG YOU HAS, DURING HIS LIFETIME IN THAT WORLD TRANSFORMED DARKNESS INTO LIGHT AND THE TASTE OF BITTER INTO SWEET BEFORE HE CAME HERE? WHO, AMONG YOU HAS WAITED EAGERLY EVERY DAY FOR THE LIGHT THAT SHINES WHEN THE KING MOVES AWAY, WHEN HIS HONOR IS GLORIFIED, AND HE IS CALLED THE KING OF ALL THE OTHER KINGS OF THE WORLD? FOR HE WHO DOES NOT WAIT EAGERLY FOR THIS EVERY DAY WHILE LIVING IN THIS WORLD, HAS NO PLACE IN THE OTHER WORLD AS WELL. THE CREATOR’S GOAL IS TO HELP MAN TO ATTAIN HIM, FEEL HIM AS HE DID BEFORE, DESCENDING TO THIS WORLD, BEFORE INCARNATING INTO A PHYSICAL BODY. FROM THIS WE CLEARLY SEE THAT THE PEOPLE IN OUR WORLD ARE DIVIDED INTO TWO GROUPS, AND THE VOICE APPEALS TO THEM. THE VOICE EMPHASIZES THE ADVANTAGE OF EACH OF THE TWO GROUPS. IT SAYS TO THE SOULS OF THE FIRST GROUP THAT THEY TURNED DARKNESS INTO LIGHT. THESE ARE THE SOULS OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, BECAUSE THE CREATOR CREATED TWO OPPOSITE SYSTEMS IN THE WORLDS OF THE BYA: THE SYSTEM OF DARKNESS AND BITTERNESS AND THE SYSTEM OF LIGHT AND SWEETNESS. THEREFORE, THERE IS A DIVISION INTO FIT AND UNFIT, PURE AND IMPURE, ALLOWED AND FORBIDDEN, HOLY AND UNHOLY IN THE TORAH OF THE WORLDS OF THE BYA. WHEREAS THE TORAH OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT THAT CONSISTS OF THE CREATOR’S NAMES HAS NOTHING IMPURE IN IT. THE SINNER LABAN IS REGARDED AS A HOLY NAME IN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT AS WELL AS PHARAOH. ALL THE NAMES THAT REPRESENT IMPURE FORCES IN THE WORLDS OF THE BYA TURN INTO CORRECTED, EXALTED AND PURE SPIRITUAL OBJECTS AND FORCES WITH CORRESPONDING HOLY NAMES. THEREFORE, THE SOULS THAT REACHED THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT TRANSFORM DARKNESS INTO LIGHT AND BITTERNESS INTO SWEETNESS. THUS, ALL THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE HOLY, PURE AND GOOD AND IMPURE AND EVIL IS IN CORRECTION OF DESIRE AND PRESENCE OF AN ANTI-EGOISTICAL SCREEN ON THE WILL TO RECEIVE. THE VOICE SAYS TO THE SECOND GROUP THAT THEY EXPECT THE CREATOR’S HELP, THAT HE WILL RISE (SHECHINA, HIS MANIFESTATION TO THE LOWER ONE) FROM DUST (IN THEIR SENSATIONS). HOWEVER, THOSE WHO DO NOT WAIT FOR HIM AND ARE PREOCCUPIED WITH OTHER ASPIRATIONS WILL NOT RISE FROM DUST REMAINING SEPARATED FROM THE CREATOR IN THEIR SENSATIONS. 55. IN HIS VISION, RABBI CHIYA SAW MANY OF HIS FRIENDS GATHERING AROUND THE STANDING PILLARS, AND HE SAW HOW THEY ELEVATED THEM TO THE HEAVENLY ASSEMBLY. SOME WERE ASCENDING WHILE OTHERS WERE DESCENDING. AND HIGH ABOVE THEM ALL, HE SAW THE OWNER OF THE WINGS, MATAT. WHILE THE VOICE WAS CALLING, RABBI CHIYA SAW SEVERAL SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS BELONGING TO THE TWO GROUPS. THEY STOOD AROUND THE TWO PILLARS THAT WERE IN RABBI SHIMON’S ASSEMBLY AND WHOM HE ALREADY SAW ASCENDING TO THE HEAVENLY ASSEMBLY. SOME OF THEM WERE ASCENDING, AND SOME DESCENDING. THIS WAY THE TWO GROUPS HELP ONE ANOTHER ACCORDING TO THE CALLING VOICE THAT INSTRUCTS THE FIRST GROUP TO DESCEND AND THE SECOND ONE TO ASCEND. RABBI CHIYA ALSO SAW THAT IN RESPONSE TO THE AGITATION OF ALL THESE SOULS, I.E. BECAUSE OF THE POWER OF THE TWO GROUPS MATAT DESCENDED FROM THE HEAVENLY ASSEMBLY TO THE ASSEMBLY OF RABBI SHIMON AND TOOK AN OATH. 56. THE ANGEL MATAT SWORE THAT HE HEARD FROM BEHIND THE CURTAIN HOW THE KING GRIEVES OVER MALCHUT EVERY DAY AND REMEMBERS HOW SHE LIES IN THE SOIL OF THE EARTH. AT THAT TIME, HE STRIKES 390 HEAVENS, WHICH ALL QUAKE AND TREMBLE WITH FEAR BECAUSE OF HIM. AND HE, THE KING, SHEDS TEARS MOURNING FOR THE SHECHINA, MALCHUT THAT LIES IN THE SOIL OF THE EARTH. AND THE TEARS, THAT ARE HOT AS FIRE, FALL DOWN INTO THE GREAT SEA. BY THE POWER OF THESE TEARS, THE GOVERNOR WHO RULES THE SEA, AND IS CALLED RACHAV, IS SUSTAINED AND STAYS ALIVE. HE SANCTIFIES THE CREATOR’S NAME BY TAKING IT UPON HIMSELF TO SWALLOW ALL THE DAYS OF CREATION. HE GATHERS THEM ALL WITHIN HIMSELF SO THAT ON THE DAY WHEN ALL THE NATIONS ASSEMBLE AGAINST THE HOLY NATION, THE WATERS WILL DRY UP, WHILE ISRAEL CROSSES OVER ON DRY LAND. THE OATH CONSISTS IN THAT THE CREATOR NEVER FORGETS THAT THE SHECHINA IS PLUNGED INTO DUST. BUT NOT ALL OF THE HOLY SHECHINA IS MEANT: THE CREATOR DOES NOT HAVE TO SWEAR ABOUT IT, FOR IT IS REVEALED TO ALL WHO DWELL IN THE UPPER WORLDS. HE DOES EVERYTHING ONLY FOR THE SHECHINA (MALCHUT). RABBI CHIYA THINKS ABOUT MALCHUT DE MALCHUT HELD CAPTIVE BY THE IMPURE FORCES, ABANDONED AND FORGOTTEN. HENCE, HE CRIED: “OH DUST THAT CONSUMES ALL!” THE ANGEL MATAT APPEARED IN THE ASSEMBLY OF RABBI SHIMON AND REVEALED TO RABBI CHIYA THAT THE CREATOR’S RULE IS ABSOLUTE AND LIMITLESS AND THAT HE REMEMBERS MALCHUT DE MALCHUT EVERY DAY. ZIVUG (COMBINATION OF THE SCREEN WITH THE LIGHT) IS DEFINED AS A STROKE OF LIGHT INTO THE SCREEN WITH THE DESIRE TO ENTER AND CROSS THE SCREEN’S BARRIER. THE SCREEN WITHSTANDS AND PUSHES IT BACK. THIS ACT IS CALLED THE REFLECTED LIGHT AND IT RISES UP FROM THE SCREEN AND DRESSES THE COMING UPPER LIGHT. THIS MAY BE COMPARED WITH THE EXAMPLE OF THE HOST (THE CREATOR) OFFERING DELICIOUS FOOD (THE LIGHT) TO HIS GUEST (KLI) WHO WISHES TO ENJOY THE DELICACIES. BUT BECAUSE OF SHAME HE REFUSES TO ACCEPT THE FOOD AND PUSHES IT AWAY. BY THIS HE SAYS TO THE HOST (THE CREATOR) THAT HE CANNOT AGREE TO RECEIVE THE PLEASURE FOR HIMSELF. THIS REPULSION OF FOOD (THE LIGHT) FORMS THE REFLECTED LIGHT, BECAUSE IT STEMS NOT JUST FROM THE UNWILLINGNESS TO FEEL SHAME AS IN OUR WORLD, BUT FROM THE VESSEL’S DESIRE TO BE SIMILAR TO THE CREATOR. THE REFLECTED LIGHT IS AN ALTRUISTIC INTENTION, DESIRE. ONLY IN THIS SPIRITUAL KLI (VESSEL), CAN THE LIGHT BE RECEIVED; ONLY IN THIS INTENTION CAN THE CREATOR BE FELT. AFTER THE KLI WAS ABLE TO PUSH AWAY ALL PLEASURE COMING TO IT AND DEMONSTRATED THAT IT CAN MEET THE CONDITION OF THE FIRST RESTRICTION (REFRAIN FROM EGOISTICAL RECEPTION), IT BEGINS TO CALCULATE HOW MUCH LIGHT IT CAN RECEIVE FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR. ONLY THIS AMOUNT OF THE LIGHT MAY BE RECEIVED BY THE KLI. THE DELIGHT THAT WAS RECEIVED INSIDE THE KLI IS REFERRED TO AS THE INNER LIGHT. THE AMOUNT OF THE LIGHT RECEIVED INSIDE THE VESSEL DETERMINES THE DEGREE OF ITS SIMILARITY TO THE CREATOR. THE KLI WISHES TO BE LIKE THE CREATOR. AS HE DESIRES TO BESTOW PLEASURE UPON THE KLI, SO THE KLI WISHES TO BESTOW UPON HIM. THEREFORE, THE SIZE OF THE KLI, (FROM THE PEH TO THE TABUR WHERE IT RECEIVES THE LIGHT) DETERMINES THE DEGREE OF MERGING WITH THE CREATOR. IN THIS PLACE THE KLI BONDS WITH HIM BY ITS PROPERTIES AND INTENTIONS.  IF THE KLI IS UNABLE TO RECEIVE FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR AND CAN ONLY REFRAIN FROM RECEPTION IT IS CONSIDERED TO BE IN THE “SMALL” STATE. THE KLI CREATED BY THE CREATOR IS THE STRONGEST ONE. BUT AFTERWARDS, AS IT BEGINS TO DESCEND, ITS SCREEN GETS INCREASINGLY WEAKER UNTIL IT FINALLY REACHES A LEVEL WHERE THE KLI CAN NO LONGER RECEIVE FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE. ALL IT CAN DO NOW IS NOT TO RECEIVE FOR ITSELF. THIS IS WHY STARTING FROM THIS LEVEL AND BELOW IT, THE KLI’S DESIRE TO RECEIVE IS UNDER A BAN. THE KLI MAY ONLY USE ITS G” E, BUT NOT ITS AHP. THE BOUNDARY BEYOND, WHICH THE LIGHT CANNOT SPREAD TO, IS CALLED THE PARSA, THE FIRMAMENT, ETC. THIS BARRIER WILL PREVENT THE KLI FROM RECEIVING THE LIGHT, EVEN IF IT WANTS TO RECEIVE FOR ITSELF. THE SCREEN DIVIDES THE FIRMAMENT AND CONSISTS OF FOUR PARTS: HOCHMA, BINA, TIFFERET AND MALCHUT, THE FOUR LETTERS OF HAVAYAH. BECAUSE MALCHUT JOINED WITH BINA AND CORRECTED ITS EGOISTICAL PROPERTIES, THE SCREEN IS LOCATED NOT IN MALCHUT, BUT IN BINA. BINA IS ESTIMATED AS 100, SO THE FOUR PARTS H-B-T-F EQUAL 400. HOWEVER, THERE IS NO ZIVUG (RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT) ON MALCHUT ITSELF (HENCE IT IS CALLED “CLOSED GATES”). THIS MEANS THAT MALCHUT HAS 90 SEFIROT AND NOT 100: 9 SEFIROT EACH CONSISTING OF 10.  THE SCREEN CALLED THE FIRMAMENT MAKES A ZIVUG WITH THE UPPER LIGHT BY REFLECTING IT. IT CONSISTS OF 390 PARTS, FOR THE PART OF MALCHUT DE MALCHUT IS ABSENT. THE FIRMAMENT IS THEREFORE SAID TO CONSIST OF 390 FIRMAMENTS AND A DAILY ZIVUG WITH THE SHECHINA IS MADE ON IT. A ZIVUG ON THE DUST (I.E. 10 PARTS OF MALCHUT DE MALCHUT) IS FORBIDDEN. THE IMPACT BETWEEN THE SCREEN AND THE LIGHT RESEMBLES SHUDDERING WITH FEAR TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT BEYOND THE RESTRICTED LIMITS.  THERE ARE 5 SEFIROT IN THE ROSH (HEAD) OF PARTZUF:  KETER - GALGALTA (OR METZAH) - FOREHEAD HOCHMA - EYNAIM - EYES BINA - OZEN - EAR ZA - HOTEM - NOSE MALCHUT - PEH - MOUTH SIMILAR TO TEARS THAT PHYSIOLOGICAL EYES SHED, THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA THAT COMES FROM THE PART OF SPIRITUAL KLI CALLED “EYES” IS REFERRED TO AS “TEARS”. TEARS CONSTITUTE THE PART OF THE LIGHT THAT IS REJECTED BY THE PARTZUF DUE TO THE ABSENCE OF A SCREEN ON MALCHUT DE MALCHUT. THE LIGHT THAT COMES TO THE PARTZUF WISHES TO ENTER INSIDE AND FILL IT WITH ITS PLEASURE, EVEN THE PART FOR WHICH THE PARTZUF HAS NO SCREEN TO WORK WITH ALTRUISTIC INTENTIONS. THEREFORE, THE SCREEN INSTANTLY PUSHES THIS PART OF THE LIGHT AWAY.  BUT BETWEEN THE LIGHT STROKE AND THE SCREEN’S RESISTANCE, TINY DROPS OF LIGHT SEEP THROUGH THE SCREEN, WHICH IS UNABLE TO REPEL THEM FOR ALL ITS INCREDIBLE SPEED. THESE DROPS HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THE LEVEL OF HOCHMA OF THE PARTZUF, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT ENVELOPED IN THE REFLECTED LIGHT. THEY OOZE OUT OF THE PARTZUF OF HOCHMA AND RECEIVE THE NAME “TEARS”. YET THIS IS THE LIGHT!  SIMILARLY, WE ARE FILLED WITH TEARS OF COMPASSION AS WE SEE SOMEONE’S GRIEF. EVERYTHING THAT IS FOUND IN OUR WORLD EXISTS BECAUSE IT DERIVES FROM ITS SPIRITUAL PROTOTYPE, AND ALL THAT OCCURS HERE IS EMANATED BY ITS UPPER, SPIRITUAL ROOT.  THE FACT THAT THE UPPER LIGHT STRIKES THE SCREEN TRYING TO BREAK THROUGH ITS RESTRICTION STEMS FROM ITS ORIGIN IN THE CREATOR, AND IS UNRELATED TO THE CREATION’S DESIRE TO RECEIVE THIS LIGHT WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF ITS ALTRUISTIC CAPABILITIES. THE LIGHT COMES FROM THE WORLD OF INFINITY, FROM THE CREATOR HIMSELF, LONG BEFORE THE KLI APPEARED AND DECIDED TO RESTRICT ITSELF.  THE UPPER LIGHT LONGS TO FILL THE DESIRE IT CREATED WITH DELIGHT. IT IS SAID THAT “THE CREATOR WISHES TO DWELL IN HIS CREATURES”. THE LIGHT AND THE CREATOR ARE THE SAME, BECAUSE MAN DEFINES THE SENSATION OF THE CREATOR AS SPIRITUAL LIGHT. THIS UPPER LIGHT TRIES TO FORCE ITS WAY THROUGH THE SCREEN AND ENTER THE PERSON’S DESIRES, BUT THE SCREEN HURLS IT BACK TURNING IT INTO THE REFLECTED LIGHT, MAN’S ALTRUISTIC INTENTIONS TO BESTOW DELIGHT UPON THE CREATOR.  AS A RESULT OF COLLISION WITH THE SCREEN, PORTIONS OF THE LIGHT COME OUT, BECAUSE THESE TEARS ORIGINATE FROM THE CREATOR’S LOVE AND COMPASSION FOR HIS CREATION. THIS SPIRITUAL ACTION BRINGS FORTH TEARS IN THE PERSON OVERWHELMED WITH SUFFERING AND LOVE. HOWEVER, SPIRITUAL TEARS DO NOT DISAPPEAR. THIS IS DESCRIBED IN “SONG OF SONGS”: “FOR LOVE IS STRONG AS DEATH, JEALOUSY IS CRUEL AS THE GRAVE; THE FLASHES THEREOF ARE FLASHES OF FIRE, A VERY FLAME OF THE LORD!” BEING RELATED TO THE PROPERTY OF HOCHMA, MALCHUT IS CALLED THE SEA. THE TEARS (THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA NOT CLOTHED IN THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM) FALL INTO THE SEA (MALCHUT). IT IS WRITTEN THAT THE SEA WATERS WILL NOT EXTINGUISH THE CREATOR’S LOVE FOR HIS CREATION.  DURING THE CREATION OF THE WORLD IT WAS SAID: “LET THE WATERS UNDER THE HEAVEN BE GATHERED TOGETHER UNTO ONE PLACE”. BUT THE ANGEL SUPERVISING OVER THE SEA DID NOT WISH TO SWALLOW THESE WATERS, HENCE HE WAS KILLED (WAS LEFT WITHOUT THE LIGHT). NOW, AS THE TEARS FALL, HE IS REVIVED. THE REASON FOR THIS IS THAT DURING THE CREATION OF THE WORLD MALCHUT DE MALCHUT WAS NOT CORRECTED. THE CREATOR CREATED THE WORLDS OF THE ABYA IN A SPECIAL STATE CALLED MAN DE BINA OR ATERET YESOD AND NOT MAN DE MALCHUT OR MALCHUT DE MALCHUT. THE CORRECTION IS POSSIBLE IF MAN CORRECTS NOT MALCHUT DE MALCHUT (HIS ESSENCE), BUT COMPLETELY REFRAINS FROM ITS USE (USE OF EGOISM). HE ACQUIRES ALTRUISTIC DESIRES FROM BINA AND RECEIVES THE CREATOR’S LIGHT IN THEM (IN THE SEFIROT K-H-B-ZA DE MALCHUT, IN 390 SEFIROT). THESE ALTRUISTIC DESIRES ARE DEFINED AS MAN DE BINA, AND ZIVUG (RECEPTION OF THE LIGHT) IS MADE NOT ON EGOISM (MALCHUT), BUT ON THE WILL TO “BESTOW” (ATERET YESOD). THIS ZIVUG IS THEREFORE SUFFICIENT TO FILL ONLY THE FIRST NINE SEFIROT IN MALCHUT.  THE PROPHET WRITES ABOUT IT: “WHO ARE YOU WITH? I STARTED THE WORLDS, YOU ARE TO COMPLETE THEM!” THE CORRECTION OF MALCHUT DE MALCHUT IS INCUMBENT ON THE CREATED BEINGS. HENCE, WHEN THE SEA ANGEL WAS TOLD: “LET THE WATERS UNDER THE HEAVEN BE GATHERED TOGETHER UNTO ONE PLACE”, HE REFUSED TO SWALLOW UP THE CREATED WATERS. IMPURE FORCES PREVAILED OVER HIM DUE TO THE UNCORRECTED STATE OF MALCHUT DE MALCHUT AND HE WAS KILLED.  HOWEVER, THESE TEARS CORRECT MALCHUT DE MALCHUT AND REVIVE THE SEA ANGEL SO THAT HE WOULD FULFILL THE CREATOR’S WILL AND SWALLOW UP THE PRIMEVAL WATERS. ALL THE IMPURE FORCES, ALL EVIL IN THE WORLD WILL DISAPPEAR. ALL DESIRES WILL GATHER IN ONE PLACE (PROPERTY) CALLED ATZILUT, BECAUSE THE WORLD OF ATZILUT SPREADS DOWN TO THE END OF THE WORLD OF AK AND REACHES OUR WORLD. THE END OF CORRECTION WILL COME, BECAUSE THE WORLDS OF THE BYA WILL RISE WITH THEIR PROPERTIES TO THE WORLD OF ATZILUT.  IN THE FUTURE, AT THE END OF THE CORRECTION OF THE FIRST NINE SEFIROT OF MALCHUT, WHEN ONLY THE TENTH SEFIRA, MALCHUT DE MALCHUT REMAINS TO BE CORRECTED, ALL THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD (MALCHUT DE MALCHUT) WILL UNITE TO DESTROY ISRAEL (THE FIRST NINE SEFIROT OF MALCHUT). THE SEA ANGEL WILL THEN SWALLOW UP ALL THE EVIL WATERS AND THE WATERS (SEVERE RESTRICTIONS) WILL DRY UP AND THE SONS OF ISRAEL (THOSE WHO ASPIRE FOR THE CREATOR) WILL WALK ON DRY LAND.  THE PROPHET MICAH SAYS ABOUT IT: “AS IN THE DAYS OF THY COMING FORTH OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT WILL I SHOW UNTO HIM MARVELOUS THINGS”. BUT THIS WAS ONLY A BEGINNING, BECAUSE IT HAPPENED IN THE FINAL SEA (THE RED SEA; THE HEBREW NAME “SUF” MEANS THE END OF MALCHUT, OR MALCHUT DE MALCHUT) FOR A LIMITED PERIOD OF TIME. AT THE END OF CORRECTION DEATH WILL BE FOREVER GONE. THIS IS WHAT MATAT SAID ABOUT HIS OATH: THE CREATOR NEVER FORGETS THAT HIS MALCHUT IS CAST IN DUST. ALTHOUGH A DAILY ZIVUG WITH THE SHECHINA IS ONLY MADE ON 390 FIRMAMENTS, ON THE 9 SEFIROT OF MALCHUT, WHILE MALCHUT DE MALCHUT SEEMINGLY LIES IN DUST COMPLETELY FORGOTTEN BY THE CREATOR, IT IS NOT SO. HE CORRECTS IT WITH EVERY ZIVUG, BECAUSE THE TEARS FALL OUTSIDE AS A RESULT OF THE STROKES ON THE 390 FIRMAMENTS. THESE TEARS ARE NOT LOST, BUT FALL INTO THE SEA (MALCHUT DE MALCHUT), WHICH RECEIVES FROM THEM GRADUAL CORRECTIONS, ALTHOUGH IT IS THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA WITHOUT THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM. AS IT BECOMES MORE AND MORE CORRECTED, THE SEA ANGEL RISES TO LIFE. THE AMOUNT, OF ACCUMULATED TEARS WILL FINALLY REACH THE MEASURE SUFFICIENT FOR CORRECTION OF THE ENTIRE MALCHUT, SO THAT ALL OF ITS INTENTIONS WOULD BE FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE. THIS WILL BE AT THE TIME, WHEN ALL THE NATIONS GET TOGETHER TO ATTACK ISRAEL. THE SEA ANGEL WILL THEN BE RESURRECTED. HE WILL SWALLOW UP THE PRIMEVAL WATERS, BECAUSE MALCHUT DE MALCHUT WILL RECEIVE THE CORRECTION IT LACKED. THE CREATOR TAKES CONSTANT CARE OF IT UNTIL HIS ONLY CREATION REACHES ITS FINAL CORRECTION.  HERE RABBI CHIYA SAW HIS DELUSION: HE DISCOVERED THAT NOTHING DISAPPEARS IN DUST. ON THE CONTRARY, MALCHUT GOES THROUGH DAILY CORRECTIONS, AS MATAT ADMITTED IN HIS OATH. 57. MEANWHILE, HE HEARD A VOICE CALL OUT: “MOVE ASIDE, MAKE ROOM!” KING MASHIACH IS COMING TO THE ASSEMBLY OF RABBI SHIMON, BECAUSE ALL THE RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE THERE ARE THE HEADS OF THE ASSEMBLIES. AND ALL THE MEMBERS OF EACH ASSEMBLY ASCEND FROM THIS ASSEMBLY HERE TO THE HEAVENLY ASSEMBLY. AND MASHIACH VISITS ALL THESE ASSEMBLIES AND SIGNS THE TORAH WITH THE SEAL OF THE TEACHINGS THAT COME FROM THE MOUTHS OF THE RIGHTEOUS. AT THAT TIME, KING MASHIACH CAME TO THE ASSEMBLY OF RABBI SHIMON SURROUNDED BY ALL THE HEADS OF THE ASSEMBLIES. AS A RESULT OF THIS AWESOME REVELATION ABOUT THE END OF CORRECTION CONCEALED IN THE OATH OF MATAT, ALL THE RIGHTEOUS MEN PRESENT AT RABBI SHIMON’S ASSEMBLY WERE ELEVATED; ALL THE MORE THE TWO GROUPS OF THE RIGHTEOUS THAT BROUGHT MATAT AND MADE HIM TAKE HIS OATH. ALL OF THEM REACHED THE HIGHER LEVELS OF "HEADS OF ASSEMBLIES". EACH ASSEMBLY HAS ITS MEMBERS AND THE HEAD. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEM IS SIMILAR TO THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN VAK, G” E OF THE PARTZUF AND GAR, THE COMPLETE PARTZUF.  HENCE IT IS WRITTEN THAT A PLACE SHOULD BE VACATED FOR MASHIACH. WHEN MATAT REVEALED THE SECRET OF THE END (OF CORRECTION), I.E. HOW CREATION WILL BE DELIVERED (FROM EGOISM), A VOICE COMMANDED TO PREPARE A PLACE FOR MASHIACH, THE LIBERATING KING. THE END OF CORRECTION IS RELATED TO THE KING MASHIACH. YET ONLY THE RIGHTEOUS MEMBERS OF RABBI SHIMON’S ASSEMBLY, WHO ARE ABOVE ALL THE HEADS OF ALL THE HIGHER ASSEMBLIES, ARE WORTHY TO SEE HIS FACE. ONLY THOSE WHO ARE ON THE SAME LEVEL WITH THE KING (I.E. ALL WHO CORRECTED THE FIRST 9 SEFIROT IN THEIR PART OF MALCHUT, ALL OF THEIR PROPERTIES EXCEPT FOR THE ORIGINAL EGOISM, MALCHUT DE MALCHUT) MAY COME BEFORE HIM. THE LEVEL OF MASHIACH IS THE LIGHT OF YECHIDA. UNLESS ALL THE MEMBERS REACH THE LEVEL OF THE HEADS OF THE ASSEMBLIES, GAR OF THE LEVELS, I.E. CORRECT EVERYTHING THEY COULD, THEY WOULD NOT BE WORTHY OF SEEING THE FACE OF MASHIACH. BUT THE HEADS OF THE ASSEMBLIES ARE NOT GAR OF THE LOW LEVELS. THEIR LEVEL IS SO HIGH THAT THEY REACHED THE HEAVENLY ASSEMBLY OF MATAT.  THANKS TO THEIR CORRECTIONS, MASHIACH CAME TO ALL OF THESE ASSEMBLIES TO BE ADORNED WITH THEIR DEEDS IN THE TORAH. NOW THAT ALL THE MEMBERS REACHED THE LEVEL OF THE HEADS OF THE ASSEMBLIES, MASHIACH IS ADORNED WITH THE TORAH OF THAT LEVEL, I.E. THANKS TO THEM MASHIACH HIMSELF ASCENDS TO THE HIGHER LEVEL.  58. AT THE SAME TIME, ALL THE COLLEAGUES, AND RABBI SHIMON AS WELL, STOOD UP. RABBI SHIMON'S LIGHT REACHED UP TO THE FIRMAMENT. MASHIACH SAID TO HIM: “RABBI, HOW BLESSED YOU ARE, THAT YOUR TORAH HAS BEEN ELEVATED IN 370 BEAMS OF LIGHT. AND EVERY SINGLE BEAM IS DIVIDED INTO 613 BEAMS (PROPERTIES). THEY RISE UP AND BATHE THEMSELVES IN THE RIVERS OF HOLY APHARSEMON. THE CREATOR APPROVES THE TORAH STUDY OF YOUR ASSEMBLY, OF THE ASSEMBLY OF CHIZKIYAH, THE KING OF THE JUDEAN KINGDOM AND OF THE ASSEMBLY OF ICHIYA HA-SHILONI.  WHEN MASHIACH REVEALED HIMSELF TO THEM AND CAME TO RABBI SHIMON’S ASSEMBLY, ALL THE MEMBERS STOOD UP (I.E. ROSE FROM THE LEVEL OF VAK TO GAR), AND RABBI SHIMON STOOD ON THE SAME LEVEL AS MASHIACH. THE LIGHT ROSE TO THE FIRMAMENT. THIS INDICATES THAT RABBI SHIMON REACHED THE LIGHT OF THE TEN FIRMAMENTS, THE MISSING TENTH FIRMAMENT OF THE CLOSED GATES OF MALCHUT DE MALCHUT. HE NOW RECEIVED THE LIGHT OF YECHIDA, BECAUSE HE COULD MAKE A ZIVUG ON MALCHUT DE MALCHUT. THE LIGHT OF YECHIDA SHINING AS A RESULT OF THIS ZIVUG IS CALLED MASHIACH. THE “SITTING” LEVEL IS 390, OR VAK; THE “STANDING” LEVEL IS 400, OR GAR.  AND MASHIACH SAID TO RABBI SHIMON THAT HIS TORAH GAVE RISE TO THE LIGHT OF YECHIDA IN THE PARTZUF ATIK, BECAUSE:  ONES (0 – 9) ARE IN MALCHUT, TENS (10 – 90) ARE IN ZA, HUNDREDS (100 – 900) ARE IN IMA, THOUSANDS (1000 – 9000) ARE IN ABA, TENS OF THOUSANDS (10 000 – 90 000) ARE IN ARICH ANPIN, HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS (100 000 – 900 000) ARE IN ATIK. SINCE EACH SEFIRA OF ATIK EQUALS 100 000, THE FOUR SEFIROT OF HAVAYAH (H-B-T-M OF ATIK) TOTAL 400 000.  IN THIS CASE, IT SHOULD BE SAID THAT THE TORAH MANIFESTED IN 400 000. YET HE SAID THAT THE LIGHT EMANATED BY IMA IS NOT USED ON 400, BUT JUST ON 370, BECAUSE ALTHOUGH THE TORAH HAD REACHED THE ZENITH OF THE FIRMAMENT, IT COULD NOT REACH GAR OF THE LAST, UPPER HUNDRED. HENCE THERE IS ONLY 370 LIGHTS, WHILE 30 UPPER LIGHTS ARE ABSENT IN IMA.  AS REGARDS THOUSANDS, THE LIGHT OF ABA DOES NOT USE THE LIGHT OF EACH THOUSAND, BUT ONLY VAK, I.E. 600 INSTEAD OF 1000, IT USES 13 INSTEAD OF GAR OF EACH THOUSAND (HOCHMA OF “32 NETIVOT HOCHMA”). THIS IS BECAUSE “13” SIGNIFIES HOCHMA OF “32 NETIVOT HOCHMA”, THE SMALL LIGHT OF HOCHMA CALLED THE HOLY APHARSEMON.  IT IS THEREFORE SAID THAT THE TORAH REACHED 370 LIGHTS, AND EACH OF THEM DIVIDES INTO 613 BEAMS. SO, IN THE 400 LIGHTS OF IMA, 30 LIGHTS OF HOCHMA ARE ABSENT, WHICH LEAVES IT WITH ONLY 370. EACH THOUSAND LACKS 400 UPPER LIGHTS (THE GAR OF HOCHMA). INSTEAD OF USING THE 13 PATHS OF THE HOLY APHARSEMON, EACH THOUSAND HAS ONLY 613, FOR ALL THE UPPER SECRETS ARE CONCEALED IN RABBI SHIMON’S ASSEMBLY. THE CREATOR HIMSELF SEALED THEM UP, BECAUSE HE IS ELEVATED AND ADORNED WITH THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF ALL THE RIGHTEOUS MEN IN THE TORAH.  IT IS KNOWN IN TALMUD (SANHEDRIN, 99:1) THAT EVERYTHING THE PROPHETS EVER SAID REFERRED TO THE COMING OF THE DAYS OF MASHIACH, BUT IN THE FUTURE (ISAIAH, 64) EVERYONE WILL SEE THE CREATOR. ALL THE LEVELS THAT REFER TO THE DAYS OF MASHIACH WILL THEN BE CORRECTED, AND ALL THE SECRETS OF THE TORAH WILL BE REVEALED. EVERY ONE WILL COMPLETELY ATTAIN THE CREATOR IN HIMSELF, AND AS IT IS SAID, EVERYONE WILL SEE WITH HIS OWN EYES (SIGHT MEANS GAR DE HOCHMA). FROM THE ABOVE-SAID IT IS CLEAR THAT THERE IS A CHANCE TO CORRECT ONE’S INDIVIDUAL MALCHUT DE MALCHUT BEFORE ALL THE OTHER SOULS DO THE SAME IN THE FUTURE. IN THIS CASE THE PERSON REACHES HIS INDIVIDUAL LEVEL OF ATTAINMENT OF 400, ALTHOUGH HIS GENERAL LEVEL CANNOT BE HIGHER THAN 370. THIS IS THE LEVEL THAT RABBI SHIMON, RABBI CHIZKIYAH AND ASHILONI HAD REACHED.  59. MASHIACH SAID: “I HAVE COME TO APPROVE THE TORAH OF YOUR ASSEMBLY ONLY BECAUSE THE “ONE WITH WINGS” IS ON HIS WAY HERE. BECAUSE I KNOW THAT HE SHALL NOT ENTER ANY OTHER ASSEMBLY - ONLY YOURS”. MEANWHILE, HE TOLD RABBI SHIMON ABOUT THE OATH TAKEN BY THE “ONE WITH WINGS”. MASHIACH TREMBLED AND RAISED UP HIS VOICE. THE HEAVENS ALSO TREMBLED, AS DID THE GREAT SEA AND THE LEVIATHAN. THE WORLD WAS ABOUT TO COLLAPSE”.  ALSO, AT THIS TIME, HE NOTICED RABBI CHIYA IN RABBI SHIMON’S ADORNMENTS. HE ASKED: “WHO ALLOWED A HUMAN BEING TO WEAR THE ADORNMENTS AND CLOAKS OF THAT WORLD?” (THAT WORLD DRESSED ON THE BODY OF THIS WORLD). RABBI SHIMON ANSWERED: “THIS IS RABBI CHIYA! HE IS THE SHINING LIGHT OF THE TORAH”. HE SAID: "LET HIM AND HIS SONS BE GATHERED AND JOIN YOUR ASSEMBLY!” RABBI SHIMON SAID: “LET HIM BE GIVEN TIME! AND TIME WAS GIVEN TO HIM". (RABBI CHIYA’S TIME HAS NOT YET COME). MASHIACH SAID TO RABBI SHIMON THAT HE CAME NOT FOR THE SAKE OF THE TORAH, BUT BECAUSE THE “ONE WITH WINGS” APPEARED IN THE ASSEMBLY WISHING TO KNOW WHAT MATAT HAD SAID. MATAT REVEALED THAT THE END OF CORRECTION WOULD BE PRECEDED BY TERRIBLE SUFFERINGS FOR ISRAEL. THE FIRMAMENTS AND THE GREAT SEA WOULD TREMBLE; THE WORLD WOULD BE ON THE VERGE OF COLLAPSE, AS PREDICTED IN TALMUD (SANHEDRIN 97): “EVERYTHING WAS CRUSHED”. SO, HE RAISED HIS VOICE WISHING TO MITIGATE ALL THIS UPHEAVAL.  MASHIACH WAS SURPRISED TO SEE RABBI CHIYA’S DRESS (I.E. THAT R. CHIYA WAS IN THE PHYSICAL BODY OF OUR WORLD, IN THE PROPERTY OF THIS WORLD). THIS IS BECAUSE IF HE REACHED THE LEVEL MATAT AND HIS OATH, IT MEANS HE HAD CORRECTED ALL OF HIS EVIL. SINCE HE DESERVED TO SEE MASHIACH’S FACE (TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT YECHIDA), HE HAD OBVIOUSLY COMPLETED HIS WORK IN THIS WORLD AND THERE IS NOTHING FOR HIM TO DO HERE ANYMORE. HENCE, HE SHOULD LEAVE IT AND JOIN RABBI SHIMON’S ASSEMBLY IN THE GARDEN OF PARADISE. BUT RABBI SHIMON PERSUADED RABBI CHIYA TO CONTINUE HIS NEW ADDITIONAL CORRECTIONS IN THIS WORLD. BOTH MASHIACH AND RABBI SHIMON EXPLAINED TO RABBI CHIYA WHAT ELSE HE WOULD HAVE TO DO IN THIS WORLD.  60. RABBI CHIYA WAS DEEPLY SHAKEN AND WEPT, WHEN MASHIACH LEFT RABBI SHIMON’S ASSEMBLY TREMBLING ALL OVER, HIS EYES BRIMMING WITH TEARS. RABBI CHIYA WAS ALSO DISTRESSED BY THE GREAT DESIRE TO REACH THE FINAL CORRECTION AND COMPLETE REDEMPTION. HE SAID: “HOW HAPPY ARE THE RIGHTEOUS WITH THEIR ROLE IN THE WORLD TO COME, AND HOW HAPPY IS RABBI SHIMON BAR YOCHAI, WHO HAS DESERVED ALL THIS".  
THE TWO POINTS
120. RABBI CHIYA OPENED THE DISCUSSION WITH THE VERSE, “THE BEGINNING OF HOCHMA (WISDOM) IS THE FEAR OF THE CREATOR, GOOD UNDERSTANDING TO ALL WHO DO HIS COMMANDMENTS.” HE ASKS, “THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM?” ONE SHOULD RATHER HAVE SAID THAT THE END OF WISDOM IS THE FEAR OF THE CREATOR BECAUSE THE FEAR OF THE CREATOR IS THE PROPERTY OF MALCHUT, WHICH IS AT THE END OF HOCHMA (WISDOM)! HE REPLIES: YET, MALCHUT IS THE BEGINNING THAT OPENS THE ENTRANCE TO THE LEVELS OF THE SUPERNAL WISDOM. SO, IT IS WRITTEN, “OPEN TO ME THE GATES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,” MEANING THAT THE GATES OF MALCHUT, WHICH ARE CALLED RIGHTEOUSNESS, ARE THE CREATOR’S GATES. IF MAN DOES NOT ENTER THIS GATE, HE SHALL NEVER REACH THE SUPERNAL KING THROUGH ANY OTHER GATES, BECAUSE HE IS CONCEALED AND DETACHED, AND HE HAS MADE MANY GATES ON THE PATH TO HIMSELF.  THE FEAR OF THE CREATOR IS THE SEFIRA MALCHUT. HOWEVER, HOW CAN MALCHUT SERVE AS AN ENTRANCE IF IT IS THE LAST OF THE 10 SEFIROT? INDEED, IT MAY BE CALLED THE END OF HOCHMA OR THE END OF A PARTZUF, BUT NOT THE BEGINNING. YET, IT IS NOT AN ALLEGORICAL EXPRESSION; IT IS THE ESSENCE ITSELF, BECAUSE HE IS CONCEALED AND DETACHED AND NO ONE’S THOUGHT CAN ATTAIN HIM. HENCE, HE HAS MADE MANY GATES ON THE PATH TO HIMSELF AND THANKS TO THESE GATES HE LET THOSE WHO SUFFER APPROACH AND ATTAIN HIM. IT IS WRITTEN EXACTLY ABOUT THIS: “OPEN TO ME THE GATES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,” WHICH ARE THE CREATOR MADE, SO THAT PEOPLE WOULD ENTER THROUGH THEM. 
HOWEVER, AT THE END OF ALL THOSE GATES, HE SET UP A SPECIAL GATE WITH MANY LOCKS
THIS GATE IS MALCHUTDEMALCHUT, THE ULTIMATE POINT OF ALL CREATION, THE FINAL POINT OF ALL THE SUPERNAL GATES. THIS LAST GATE (FROM UP TO DOWN) IS THE FIRST GATE (FROM DOWN TO UP) LEADING TO THE SUPERNAL WISDOM, BECAUSE ONE CAN RECEIVE THE UPPER HOCHMA (WISDOM) ONLY THROUGH THE ATTAINMENT OF THIS LAST GATE. THIS IS BECAUSE, WITH REGARD TO THE SUPERNAL WISDOM, THIS GATE IS THE FIRST. IT IS WRITTEN: “THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM IS THE FEAR (AWE) OF THE CREATOR” BECAUSE THE FEAR OF THE CREATOR IS CALLED THE LAST GATE, WHICH STANDS FIRST ON THE PATH TO THE SUPERNAL WISDOM. 121. AT THE END OF ALL THOSE GATES, HE SET UP A GATE WITH MANY LOCKS, MANY ENTRANCES, AND MANY CHAMBERS ONE ON TOP OF THE OTHER. HE SAID, “WHOEVER WANTS TO REACH ME MUST FIRST PASS THROUGH THIS GATE. WHOEVER ENTERS THROUGH THIS GATE, MAY ENTER.” THIS IS THE FIRST GATE TO SUPERNAL WISDOM, THE GATE OF THE FEAR OF THE CREATOR, WHICH IS MALCHUT. THIS IS WHY IT IS CALLED THE “BEGINNING.”  THE LOCKS, ENTRANCES, AND CHAMBERS ARE THREE CONSECUTIVE PROCESSES OF ATTAINMENT, OF REALIZING THE SPIRITUAL IN MAN’S INNER SENSATION. THE THOUGHT THAT CREATED THE WORLD WAS THE CREATOR’S THOUGHT TO MAKE A CREATION IN ORDER TO FILL IT WITH DELIGHT. HOWEVER, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO RECEIVE PLEASURE WHILE BEING DETACHED FROM THE CREATOR, BECAUSE HE IS THE ONLY ONE THAT EXISTS. HE HAS CREATED US IN SUCH A WAY THAT THE CLOSER WE GET TO HIM, THE GREATER DELIGHT WE FEEL, WHEREAS MOVING AWAY FROM HIM BRINGS US SUFFERING.  THOSE WHO ONLY LIVE AND PERCEIVE THIS WORLD CAN ONLY ACCEPT THE ABOVE WORDS ON FAITH OR NOT. HOWEVER, KABBALISTS WHO ASCEND SPIRITUALLY OR APPROACH THE CREATOR MAKE THESE ASSERTIONS AND DESCRIBE THEIR ATTAINMENTS FOR US. IT DEPENDS ENTIRELY ON OURSELVES HOW AND WHEN WE CHOOSE TO COVER THE WHOLE WAY FROM OUR WORLD TO THE COMPLETE MERGING WITH THE CREATOR WHILE STILL EXISTING IN THIS BODY, IN ONE OF OUR LIFETIMES IN THIS WORLD. THIS IS THE PURPOSE OF THE CREATION AND UNTIL IT IS FULFILLED, A PERSON IS OBLIGED TO RETURN TO THIS WORLD AND REINCARNATE, AS SAGES SAID: “THE CREATOR WISHED TO INSTALL HIMSELF IN THE LOWER BEINGS.” OUR WORLD IS COMPLETELY OPPOSITE TO THE CREATOR BECAUSE IT WAS CREATED IN THE PROPERTY OF THE EGOISTICAL WILL TO RECEIVE PLEASURE, AND THIS PROPERTY IS THE EXACT ANTITHESIS OF THE CREATOR’S PROPERTY (DESIRE) TO DELIGHT US. THERE IS NOT A TRACE OF THE WILL TO RECEIVE PLEASURE IN THE CREATOR HIMSELF.  IT IS SAID ABOUT A PERSON IN OUR WORLD: “A WILD ASS’S COLT IS BORN A MAN” (JOB 11:12). HENCE, TO THOSE WHO LIVE IN THIS WORLD, THE CREATOR’S GOVERNANCE SEEMS COMPLETELY OPPOSITE TO THE PURPOSE OF THE CREATION – TO DELIGHT THE CREATURES. INDEED, THIS IS HOW WE PERCEIVE HIS RULE OVER US AND FEEL THE SURROUNDING WORLD IN OUR EGOISTICAL SENSATIONS. ACCORDING TO THE CREATOR’S PLAN, MAN HAS TO CORRECT HIS EGOISTICAL DESIRES AND MAKE THEM ALTRUISTIC, WHEREUPON THE CREATOR FULFILLS THEM WITH SUPERNAL, ABSOLUTE DELIGHT DEPENDING ON THE EXTENT OF THEIR CORRECTION. UNTIL A PERSON ATTAINS THIS STATE, HE CONTINUES SUFFERING: EITHER FROM HIS DESIRE TO ENJOY THIS WORLD OR THE SPIRITUAL.   THESE SENSATIONS ARE CALLED “GATE LOCKS” BECAUSE ALL THE NUMEROUS CONTRADICTIONS TO THE UNITY OF THE CREATOR’S ACTIONS THAT WE FEEL IN THIS WORLD SEPARATE US FROM THE CREATOR AND PREVENT US FROM GETTING CLOSER TO HIM. WHEN WE MAKE EFFORTS TO OBSERVE THE TORAH AND COMMANDMENTS WITH LOVE, WITH ALL OUR HEART AND SOUL, AS DEVOTEDLY AS IT IS PRESCRIBED, ONLY TO PLEASE THE CREATOR AND WITHOUT ANY BENEFIT FOR OURSELVES, ALL THE FORCES THAT SEPARATED US FROM HIM AND EVERY CONTRADICTION THAT WE OVERCAME ON OUR PATH TO HIM BECOME THE GATES OF ATTAINMENT OF HIS SUPERNAL WISDOM, OF OHR HOCHMA. THIS IS BECAUSE EVERY CONTRADICTION REVEALS ITS OWN PECULIARITY IN THE ATTAINMENT OF THE CREATOR’S GOVERNANCE. THUS, IT IS EXACTLY THE QUESTIONS AND CONTRADICTIONS THAT SEEMINGLY PREVENTED US FROM ACCEPTING THE UNITY OF THE CREATOR’S GOVERNANCE THAT TURN INTO KNOWLEDGE, THANKS TO WHICH WE UNDERSTAND AND ATTAIN THE UNITY OF HIS GOVERNANCE. THOSE WHO HAVE ACHIEVED THIS, TRANSFORM DARKNESS INTO LIGHT (WITHIN THEMSELVES) AND BITTERNESS INTO SWEETNESS. THIS IS HOW THEY FEEL THEIR ATTAINMENTS, WHICH ARE DERIVED FROM THE PREVIOUS SENSATIONS OF DARKNESS AND BITTERNESS. THIS IS BECAUSE THE FORCES THAT PUSH US AWAY FROM THE CREATOR, THAT FORM OUR MIND AND ARE PERCEIVED BY THE BODY AS BITTER, TURN INTO THE GATES OF ATTAINMENT OF THE UPPER LEVELS. THIS WAY, DARKNESS BECOMES LIGHT AND BITTERNESS BECOMES SWEETNESS. THE MORE NEGATIVE THE CREATOR’S RULE WAS PERCEIVED IN THE PAST, THE DEEPER A PERSON REALIZES THE PERFECTION OF HIS GOVERNANCE. THE ENTIRE WORLD LIES ON THE SCALE OF MERIT BECAUSE EVERY FORCE AND UNDERSTANDING NOW SERVE AS SHA’AREY TZEDEK (THE GATES OF TRUTH) THROUGH WHICH ONE CAN ENTER AND RECEIVE FROM THE CREATOR EVERYTHING THAT WAS CONCEIVED TO BE GIVEN ALREADY IN THE PLAN OF CREATION. THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN ABOUT SUCH CONTRADICTIONS THAT TURN INTO THE REALIZATION OF UNITY: “THIS IS THE GATE OF THE LORD; THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL ENTER INTO IT” (TEHILIM 118:20). HENCE, UNTIL A PERSON CAN TURN HIS WILL “TO RECEIVE FOR HIMSELF” INTO THE WILL “TO RECEIVE FOR THE CREATOR” WITH THE HELP OF THE TORAH AND COMMANDMENTS, ALL GATES TO THE CREATOR HAVE STURDY LOCKS (THE SENSATION OF IMPERFECTION IN THE CREATOR’S GOVERNANCE) BECAUSE THEY PLAY THEIR OPPOSITE ROLE: TO KEEP A PERSON AWAY FROM THE CREATOR. THEY ARE CALLED LOCKS BECAUSE THEY LOCK THE GATES OF OUR INTIMACY WITH THE CREATOR AND MOVE US AWAY FROM HIM. HOWEVER, IF WE MAKE EFFORTS TO OVERCOME THEM, SO THAT THEY STOP AFFECTING US AND DAMPENING OUR LOVE FOR THE CREATOR, THEN WE TURN THE LOCKS INTO ENTRANCES, DARKNESS INTO LIGHT, AND BITTERNESS INTO SWEETNESS. THIS IS BECAUSE FOR EACH LOCK, WE RECEIVE A SPECIAL LEVEL OF ATTAINMENT OF THE CREATOR. THESE LEVELS BECOME ENTRANCES THAT LEAD TO THE LEVELS OF SENSATION OF THE CREATOR HIMSELF. THE LEVELS TURN INTO CHAMBERS OF WISDOM. THIS WAY WE SEE THAT LOCKS, ENTRANCES, AND CHAMBERS CONSTITUTE THREE TYPES OF PERCEPTION OF ONE MATERIAL, OUR WILL TO RECEIVE OR EGOISM. BEFORE WE TURN THE EGOISTICAL DESIRE TO RECEIVE INTO RECEPTION (OF PLEASURE) FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR OR ALTRUISM, THIS MATERIAL TRANSFORMS DARKNESS INTO LIGHT AND BITTERNESS INTO SWEETNESS ACCORDING TO OUR (EGOISTICAL) TASTE. THAT IS TO SAY, THE SAME TYPES OF INFLUENCE MAKE EGOISM SUFFER AND BRING PLEASURE TO ALTRUISM. THEREFORE, IN ORDER TO FEEL THE LIGHT (DELIGHT) WE ONLY NEED TO CHANGE OUR SENSES. UNTIL WE DO THAT, WE PERCEIVE THIS LIGHT AS DARKNESS AND SUFFERING. AT THE BEGINNING, ALL CASES OF THE CREATOR’S GOVERNANCE THAT WE CAN RECOGNIZE MOVE US AWAY FROM HIM BECAUSE WE PERCEIVE THEM NEGATIVELY. AT THE SAME TIME, OUR EGOISM (WILL TO RECEIVE PLEASURE) CREATES LOCKS. HOWEVER, AFTER WE HAVE TRANSFORMED OUR DESIRES TO THE “RECEPTION FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR,” THESE LOCKS TURN INTO ENTRANCES, AND THEN THE ENTRANCES TURN INTO CHAMBERS CONTAINING WISDOM, OHR HOCHMA.  AS WE ALREADY KNOW, THE END OF ALL LEVELS, I.E., THE VERY LAST LEVEL BELOW WHICH NOTHING CAN POSSIBLY EXIST, IS CALLED MALCHUT DE MALCHUT. TO ATTAIN THE SUPERNAL WISDOM, FIRST ONE HAS TO GET THROUGH THIS LAST GATE, WHICH TURNS INTO THE FIRST AND RISE FROM DOWN TO UP, TOWARD THE CHAMBER OF THE SUPERNAL WISDOM, SEFIRAHOCHMA. THIS IS BECAUSE ALL GATES BECOME ENTRANCES AND CHAMBERS OF THE CREATOR’S WISDOM. HENCE, IT IS WRITTEN, IN THE BEGINNING (THIS IS HOW THE TORAH BEGINS) BECAUSE IN THE BEGINNING DESIGNATES THE FEAR OF THE CREATOR, THE LAST GATE (MALCHUT), WHICH BECOMES THE FIRST ON THE PATH TO THE ATTAINMENT OF THE SUPERNAL WISDOM.  122. THE LETTER BET IN THE WORD BERESHEET (IN THE BEGINNING) INDICATES TWO POINTS THAT ARE JOINED TOGETHER IN MALCHUT. ONE OF THESE POINTS IS CONCEALED, WHILE THE OTHER IS REVEALED. HOWEVER, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT SEPARATED, THEY ARE CALLED THE BEGINNING, WHICH MEANS ONLY ONE AND NOT TWO. WHOEVER TAKES ONE, TAKES THE OTHER AS WELL, AND ALL IS ONE BECAUSE “HE AND HIS NAME ARE ONE,” AS IT IS WRITTEN, “THEY MAY KNOW THAT IT IS YOU ALONE WHOSE NAME IS THE LORD.” (TEHILIM 83:19). THE HEBREW LETTER BET HAS A NUMERICAL VALUE OF 2, WHICH INDICATES TWO POINTS. THESE TWO POINTS SYMBOLIZE THE CORRECTION OF THE POINT OF MALCHUT, ON WHICH THE RESTRICTION TO USE THE POINT OF MERCY (BINA) IS IMPOSED. THE CORRECTION IS ACHIEVED WHEN MALCHUT (STRICTNESS) RISES TO BINA (MERCY), AS IT IS WRITTEN: “SO THEY TWO WENT” (RUTH 1:19), I.E., BINA AND MALCHUT. HENCE, THE SCREEN IN MALCHUT CONSISTS OF BOTH POINTS AND THEY ARE JOINED TOGETHER AS ONE.  IT IS EXPLAINED IN MEGILAT RUTH (THE SCROLL OF RUTH) HOW MALCHUT (RUTH) MERGES WITH BINA (NAOMI), WHICH SUBSEQUENTLY LEADS TO THE CORRECTION OF MALCHUT AND THE BIRTH OF DAVID, THE FIRST KING (THE WORD KING, “MELECH” COMES FROM “MALCHUT”, KINGDOM) OF ISRAEL.  
ONE IS CONCEALED, WHILE THE OTHER IS REVEALED
BECAUSE THE JUDGMENT THAT IS IN THE POINT OF MALCHUT IS CONCEALED AND ONLY THE PROPERTY OF MERCY IN THE POINT OF BINA IS REVEALED. OTHERWISE, THE WORLD WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO EXIST, AS IT IS WRITTEN: “IN THE BEGINNING HE CREATED THE WORLD WITH THE PROPERTY OF JUDGMENT, BUT SEEING THAT IT CANNOT EXIST, HE ATTACHED TO IT THE PROPERTY OF MERCY” (BERESHEET RABA, PAR. 1). ALTHOUGH THE RESTRICTION IS CONCEALED, THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT A ZIVUG IS NOT MADE ON IT. THIS IS BECAUSE THESE TWO POINTS MERGE INTO ONE; AND THE POINT OF MALCHUT RECEIVES A ZIVUG TOGETHER WITH THE POINT OF BINA, BUT IT PARTICIPATES IN IT SECRETLY. THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN, IN THE BEGINNING, FOR THE WORD “BEGINNING” INDICATES ONE POINT, WHICH INCLUDES TWO. BECAUSE DURING 6000 YEARS MALCHUT TAKES PART IN ALL ZIVUGIM (ALBEIT SECRETLY) TOGETHER WITH BINA, IT CORRECTS ITSELF TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT AT THE END OF ALL CORRECTION, EVEN ITS PROPERTY OF JUDGMENT GETS CORRECTED AND ACQUIRES THE PROPERTY OF BINA. OF THIS STATE IT IS WRITTEN THAT ON THAT DAY HE AND HIS NAME WILL BE ONE.  SINCE THE PROPERTY OF JUDGMENT IS ALSO CONCEALED WITHIN THE LETTER BET OF THE WORD BERESHEET (IN THE BEGINNING), THIS PROPERTY IS CALLED RESHEET (FIRST) IN HOCHMA (WISDOM). HOWEVER, THE CORRECTION OF THIS PROPERTY OCCURS ONLY AT THE END OF ALL CORRECTION, WHEN THE SUPERNAL WISDOM BECOMES REVEALED, AS THE PROPHET SAID: “FOR THE EARTH SHALL BE FULL OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD” (YESHAYAHU 11:9). THE LAST GATE WILL BECOME THE FIRST. HENCE, IT IS WRITTEN: “THEY MAY KNOW THAT IT IS YOU ALONE WHOSE NAME IS THE LORD, THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] OVER ALL THE EARTH!” (TEHILIM 83:19) AND THE CREATOR’S WISDOM WILL BE REVEALED TO ALL IN OUR WORLD. 123. WHY IS MALCHUT CALLED THE “FEAR OF THE CREATOR?” THIS IS BECAUSE MALCHUT IS THE TREE OF GOOD AND EVIL: IF A PERSON DESERVES, THEN IT IS GOOD; BUT IF HE DOES NOT, THEN IT IS EVIL. THIS IS WHY FEAR ABIDES IN THAT PLACE. THIS GATE LEADS TO ALL GOODNESS THAT IS FOUND IN THE WORLD. ALL GOODNESS MEANS THOSE TWO GATES, I.E., TWO POINTS, WHICH ARE AS ONE. RABBI YOSI SAID THAT ALL GOODNESS REFERS TO THE TREE OF LIFE BECAUSE IT IS ENTIRELY GOOD AND HAS NO EVIL AT ALL. BECAUSE NO EVIL PREVAILS THERE, IT IS ALL GOOD! IT IS WRITTEN ABOUT THE LAST GATE: “THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM IS THE FEAR OF THE CREATOR.” WHY IS IT CALLED THE “FEAR OF THE CREATOR?” THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, BY WHICH ADAM SINNED, BECAUSE THE USE OF THAT POINT (OF THE EGOISTICAL DESIRES) IS PUNISHABLE WITH DEATH (DISAPPEARANCE OF THE LIGHT). GREAT FEAR IS NEEDED TO REFRAIN FROM TOUCHING IT BEFORE ALL THE OTHER DESIRES ARE CORRECTED. NEVERTHELESS, AT THE END OF CORRECTION, WHEN EVEN THIS POINT GETS COMPLETELY CORRECTED, DEATH WILL DISAPPEAR FOREVER. THAT IS WHY IT IS CALLED “FEAR.” THE CREATOR CREATED ONE SINGLE CREATION – EGOISTICAL MALCHUT. THE PURPOSE OF THE CREATION IS TO FILL IT WITH THE CREATOR’S LIGHT WITH THE HELP OF THE ALTRUISTIC INTENTION. AS A RESULT, MALCHUT MERGES WITH THE CREATOR AND RECEIVES INFINITE DELIGHT. MALCHUT, THE ONLY CREATION, CONSISTS OF 5 PARTS: K-H-B-ZA-M. ITS PARTS K-H-B-ZA, EXCLUDING MALCHUT DE MALCHUT, HAVE ALTRUISTIC PROPERTIES, WHICH THEY RECEIVED FROM THE LIGHT. AS A RESULT OF ITS DECISION TO REFRAIN FROM RECEIVING THE LIGHT IN EGOISTICAL DESIRES CALLED TZIMTZUM ALEPH (THE 1ST RESTRICTION), MALCHUT RECEIVES THE LIGHT ONLY IN ITS FIRST 4 DESIRES: K-H-B-ZA. MALCHUT DE MALCHUT REMAINS INACCESSIBLE TO THE LIGHT. SO HOW CAN IT BE CORRECTED? TO CORRECT THE PROPERTIES (DESIRES) OF MALCHUT DE MALCHUT, THE CREATOR SETS UP CONDITIONS THAT MIX BINA AND MALCHUT TOGETHER, AND CONSEQUENTLY, MALCHUT ACQUIRES THE PROPERTIES OF BINA.  SUCH A PROCESS HAS TO OCCUR MORE THAN ONCE, SO THAT ALL THE PARTS OF MALCHUT GET MIXED WITH BINA. EVERY TIME THAT IT TAKES PLACE IN AN INCREASINGLY DEEPER LAYER OF MALCHUT, IT IS CALLED THE BREAKING OF HOLINESS BECAUSE BINA DESCENDS TO MALCHUT, PASSES IT ITS PROPERTIES, BUT GETS BROKEN DURING THIS MIXING AND SEEMINGLY LOSES ITS ALTRUISTIC PROPERTIES. FROM THIS WE CAN CONCLUDE THAT ALL BREAKINGS OF VESSELS, THE BREAKING OF ADAM, THE DESTRUCTION OF THE 1ST AND 2ND TEMPLES, AND OTHER SPIRITUAL DISASTERS OCCUR NOT AS PUNISHMENT (BECAUSE PUNISHMENT, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT, DOES NOT EXIST IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD), BUT ONLY FOR ENABLING THE ALTRUISTIC DESIRES OF BINA TO PENETRATE DEEPER INTO THE EGOISTICAL DESIRES OF MALCHUT. THE LAST POINT OF MALCHUT, THE YET UNCORRECTED MALCHUT DE MALCHUT, IS JUST THE POINT WHERE THE USE OF WHICH IS PUNISHABLE BY DEATH (THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE LIGHT IS REFERRED TO AS DEATH). IT IS FORBIDDEN TO USE THIS POINT, MALCHUT DE MALCHUT, UNTIL ALL THE OTHER PROPERTIES OF MALCHUT (K-H-B-ZA) HAVE BEEN FULLY CORRECTED. OR, RATHER, PROVIDED A PERSON INWARDLY REFRAINS FROM USING EGOISM (THE POINT OF MALCHUT DE MALCHUT) AND USES ONLY HIS OTHER, ALTRUISTIC DESIRES, THEN HE GRADUALLY CREATES A “NON-RECEPTION” SCREEN ON MALCHUT DE MALCHUT. HAVING FILLED ALL OF HIS CORRECTED DESIRES WITH THE LIGHT, A PERSON ACHIEVES THE END OF WHAT HE COULD CORRECT BY HIMSELF. AS SOON AS THAT HAPPENS, I.E., AS SOON AS A PERSON RECEIVES THE LIGHT IN ALL OF HIS SOUL’S FIRST 9 SEFIROT (K-H-B-ZA EXCLUDING MALCHUT), THE LIGHT CALLED MASHIACH DESCENDS FROM ABOVE. IT IMPARTS TO MALCHUT DE MALCHUT THE ALTRUISTIC PROPERTY OF “BESTOWAL,” OF ACTING FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR. THIS BRINGS THE ENTIRE PROCESS OF MAN’S WORK ON THE CORRECTION OF HIS SOUL TO AN END AND HE COMPLETELY MERGES WITH THE CREATOR. THE CREATOR’S GOAL IS TO BRING MAN TO THIS STATE WHILE HE STILL LIVES IN OUR WORLD AND IN HIS PHYSICAL BODY AND TO ENABLE HIM TO COMBINE ALL THE WORLDS, SPIRITUAL AND MATERIAL, WITHIN HIMSELF. 
THIS GATE LEADS TO ALL GOODNESS
BECAUSE THE REVELATION OF THE SUPERNAL WISDOM IS THE BEST THING IN THE WORLD, WHICH WAS INCLUDED IN THE PLAN OF CREATION. BECAUSE THE FEAR OF THE CREATOR IS THE LAST GATE ON THE PATH TOWARD THE SUPERNAL WISDOM, THE FEAR OF THE CREATOR ALSO CONSTITUTES THE GATE THAT LEADS TO ALL GOODNESS. THE PHRASE, THOSE TWO GATES ARE AS ONE REFERS TO THE TWO POINTS, BINA AND MALCHUT, WHICH ARE COMBINED TOGETHER IN THE LETTER B (BET) OF THE WORD BERESHEET (IN THE BEGINNING), THE FIRST WORD OF THE TORAH. THE TWO POINTS ARE MENTIONED BECAUSE THEY INDICATED THE STATE AFTER THE CORRECTION, WHEN THESE TWO POINTS ARE CALLED TWO GATES. BOTH OF THEM TURN OUT TO BE GOOD AND FREE FROM EVIL; THEY BRING MAN ONLY PERFECT GOODNESS. NEVERTHELESS, UNTIL THE END OF CORRECTION, A PERSON STILL HAS TO SEPARATE THE DESIRES THAT REFER TO THE POINT OF BINA FROM THOSE THAT REFER TO THE POINT OF MALCHUT, TO REJECT THE DESIRES OF MALCHUT AND IN DEFIANCE OF EGOISM USE THE DESIRES OF BINA. DURING THIS PERIOD OF MAN’S WORK ON HIS CORRECTION CALLED “6000 YEARS,” THESE TWO POINTS ARE REFERRED TO AS THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. RABBI YOSI SAID DOES NOT MEAN THAT RABBI YOSI OBJECTS TO THE WORDS OF RABBI CHIYA. THEY DISCUSS TWO DIFFERENT STATES: RABBI CHIYA SPEAKS ABOUT A STATE AFTER THE FINAL CORRECTION OF MALCHUT, WHEN BOTH POINTS BECOME A GATE FREE FROM ALL EVIL. RABBI YOSI EXPLAINS A STATE IN THE PROCESS OF CORRECTION, WHEN THE TWO POINTS, BINA AND MALCHUT EXIST WITHIN US AS THE TREE OF OUR KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. THEREFORE, HE TELLS US THAT ALL GOODNESS IS ONLY IN THE TREE OF LIFE. ZA FILLED WITH THE LIGHT OF IMA-BINA IS CALLED THE TREE OF LIFE BECAUSE IT POSSESSES ONLY GOOD PROPERTIES. THE TWO POINTS OF GOOD AND EVIL, BINA AND MALCHUT REMAIN WITHIN MALCHUT UNTIL THE END OF CORRECTION; HENCE, MALCHUT IS CALLED THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. 124. TO ALL THOSE WHO ACT, IT IS THE SURE MERCY OF DAVID THAT SUPPORTS THE TORAH. AND THOSE WHO SUPPORT THE TORAH ARE THOSE WHO SEEMINGLY CREATE IT. ALL THOSE WHO STUDY THE TORAH DO NOT ACT AS THEY DELVE INTO ITS STUDY, WHILE THOSE WHO SUPPORT THE TORAH, ACT. THIS FORCE UPHOLDS THE WORLD, WISDOM AND THE TORAH ARE ETERNAL THE THRONE STANDS PROPERLY. IT WAS PREVIOUSLY SAID THAT THE FEAR OF THE CREATOR IS THE LAST GATE, BUT IT IS THE FIRST GATE TO THE SUPERNAL WISDOM. IT TURNS OUT THAT ALL THOSE WHO STUDY THE TORAH HAVE ALREADY CORRECTED THE LAST GATE AND TURNED THE TWO POINTS INTO TWO ENTRANCES, ALL GOODNESS WITHOUT EVIL.  HENCE, IT IS SAID THAT THEY DO NOT ACT, I.E., THEY NO LONGER WORK ON ANALYZING GOOD AND EVIL BECAUSE THEY HAVE ALREADY CORRECTED EVERYTHING. HOWEVER, THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET ACHIEVED CORRECTION ARE REFERRED TO AS THE SUPPORTERS OF THE TORAH. THEY ACT BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT YET CORRECTED GOOD AND EVIL IN EVERYONE’S TREE OF GOOD AND EVIL. EVERYONE HAS NOT YET REALIZED IN ONE’S INNER TREE (IN ALL OF ONE’S PROPERTIES) “WHAT IS GOOD AND WHAT IS BAD” IN THE TRULY SPIRITUAL. HENCE, IT IS SAID THAT THOSE WHO SUPPORT THE TORAH ARE THOSE WHO SEEMINGLY CREATE IT. AS A RESULT OF MAN’S EFFORT TO REFRAIN FROM THEIR USE, ALL THE DISTRACTING AND IMPEDING FORCES (THOUGHTS AND DESIRES) OF THE POINT OF MALCHUT TURN INTO GATES AND ALL THE LOCKS TURN INTO ENTRANCES, AND ALL THE ENTRANCES TURN INTO CHAMBERS OF WISDOM FILLED WITH OHRHOCHMA. WE FIND THAT ALL WISDOM AND THE ENTIRE TORAH BECOME REVEALED ONLY AS A RESULT OF THE SUPPORTERS OF THE TORAH. HENCE, THEY SEEMINGLY CREATE IT. THE FORCES OF GOOD AND EVIL ARE COMBINED WITHIN THEM AND THEY BECOME THE SUPPORTERS OF THE TORAH BECAUSE THE TORAH IS REVEALED THANKS TO THEIR INNER WORK ON SEPARATING AND CORRECTING GOOD AND EVIL. SUCH PEOPLE ACT BECAUSE THEY SEEMINGLY CREATE THE TORAH BY THEMSELVES. INDEED, WITHOUT THE SENSATION OF THE CREATOR’S CONCEALMENT (THE TORAH OR THE LIGHT), AND BY OVERCOMING WHICH THEY TURN IT INTO GATES, ENTRANCES, AND CHAMBERS, THE TORAH WOULD NEVER HAVE HAD A CHANCE OF BEING REVEALED.  THE PERFECTION OF THE CREATOR’S ACTIONS LIES IN THE FACT THAT BY CREATING SUCH A PALTRY MAN (I.E., WITH SUCH INSIGNIFICANT DESIRES, COMPLETELY OPPOSITE TO THE CREATOR IN HIS PROPERTIES, AND UTTERLY POWERLESS TO CHANGE HIMSELF), HE GAVE MAN AN OPPORTUNITY TO BECOME LIKE HIMSELF (IN PROPERTIES, GREATNESS, AND THE SENSATION OF SELF-CREATING). HE LET MAN CREATE ALL THE WORLDS WITHIN HIM AND THE TORAH. BY REVEALING ALL THE LIGHT, MAN, AS IT WERE, CREATES IT. SUCH PEOPLE ARE REGARDED AS THE CREATORS OF THE TORAH BECAUSE THEY REVEAL IT. THE WORD SEEMINGLY IS USED TO SHOW THAT THE TORAH WAS CREATED FOR THE CREATION OF OUR WORLD (THE TALMUD. PESACHIM 54:1). OF COURSE, IT IS THE WORK OF THE CREATOR, BUT WITHOUT THE GOOD DEEDS OF THE SUPPORTERS OF THE TORAH, IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN REVEALED TO THE WORLD. HENCE, THEY ARE CONSIDERED AS THE MAKERS, CREATORS OF THE TORAH.  WISDOM AND THE TORAH ARE ETERNAL, MEANING THAT THEY EXIST EVEN AFTER THE END OF CORRECTION, BECAUSE EVEN THEN THE FEAR OF THE CREATOR WILL BE REQUIRED.  YET, JUST BECAUSE THEY FEARED IN THE PAST, THEY CAN USE THEIR PAST FEAR OF THE CREATOR IN THE PRESENT, AFTER THE END OF CORRECTION, WHEN THERE IS NOTHING (NO RESTRICTIONS IN MALCHUT) TO BE AFRAID OF. THIS IS BECAUSE DURING THE CORRECTION THEY WERE WORKING ON CREATING WITHIN THEMSELVES THE SENSATION OF THE CREATOR’S ABSOLUTE RULE AND THE ETERNITY OF THE TORAH. SINCE THIS FEAR IS NEVER-ENDING, THE CREATOR’S THRONE ETERNALLY STANDS IN THEIR ATTAINMENT.  
THE NIGHT OF THE BRIDE
125. RABBI SHIMON WAS SITTING AND STUDYING THE TORAH ON THE NIGHT WHEN THE BRIDE, MALCHUT, WAS TO BE JOINED WITH HER HUSBAND, ZEIR ANPIN. ALL THE FRIENDS PRESENT IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER ON THAT NIGHT, FOLLOWING THE HOLIDAY OF SHAVUOT, ARE OBLIGED TO STAND UNDER THE WEDDING CANOPY (HEB. HOUPPAH) AND REJOICE IN THE CORRECTIONS OF THE BRIDE, I.E. STUDY THE TORAH, THE PROPHETS, HOLY WRITINGS AND FINALLY THE INNER SECRETS OF WISDOM, FOR THESE ARE HER CORRECTIONS (HEB. TIKKUNIM) AND ADORNMENTS. THE BRIDE RECEIVES CORRECTIONS, ADORNS HERSELF AND REJOICES ALL THAT NIGHT. THE DAY AFTER, ON THE HOLIDAY OF SHAVUOT, SHE COMES TO THE WEDDING CANOPY WITH THEM. HER FRIENDS, WHO STUDIED THE TORAH ALL NIGHT LONG, ARE CALLED THE “CANOPY ATTENDANTS” (LIT. ‘SONS OF THE CANOPY (HOUPPAH)’). AS SHE APPROACHES HOUPPAH, THE CREATOR ASKS ABOUT THEM, BLESSES AND EMBELLISHES THEM WITH THE BRIDAL ADORNMENTS. HAPPY ARE THOSE WHO ARE SO HONORED! ALL THE DAYS OF EXILE ARE CALLED THE NIGHT, BECAUSE THIS IS THE TIME OF THE CONCEALMENT OF THE CREATOR’S FACE FROM ISRAEL. THE IMPURE FORCES SEPARATE HIS LOYAL SERVANTS FROM HIM. YET THIS IS THE TIME WHEN THE BRIDE JOINS WITH HER HUSBAND (IN HEBREW “HUSBAND” AND “MASTER” ARE THE SAME WORD, THEREFORE THE SECOND MEANING IS WHAT ONE SHOULD BARE IN MIND). THE HOUPPAH IS A WEDDING CANOPY UNDER WHICH THE RITUAL OF BONDING OF A BRIDE WITH A BRIDEGROOM (THEIR MERGING IN A ZIVUG) TAKES PLACE.  THE UNION BETWEEN THE BRIDE AND HER HUSBAND (THE ZOHAR USES THE WORD “HUSBAND” INSTEAD OF “BRIDEGROOM”) OCCURS THANKS TO THE RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE ENGAGED IN THE TORAH AND COMMANDMENTS. THEY ARE REFERRED TO AS “THE SUPPORTERS OF THE TORAH”. ALL THE HIGH LEVELS CALLED “THE TORAH SECRETS” BECOME REVEALED THROUGH THEM, BECAUSE THEY ARE ALSO CALLED THE MAKERS OF THE TORAH, AS IS DESCRIBED IN § 124. THEREFORE, THE TIME OF EXILE IS CALLED THE NIGHT, WHEN THE BRIDE JOINS WITH HER HUSBAND. ALL THE FRIENDS, THE SONS OF THE BRIDE’S MIRTH, ARE CALLED THE SUPPORTERS OF THE TORAH.  AFTER THE END OF CORRECTION AND COMPLETE DELIVERANCE AS THE PROPHET ZECHARIAH WRITES (14, 7): “AND THERE SHALL BE ONE DAY WHICH SHALL BE KNOWN AS THE LORD'S, NOT DAY, AND NOT NIGHT; BUT IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT AT EVENING TIME THERE SHALL BE LIGHT.” THE NEXT DAY THE BRIDE COMES WITH HER HUSBAND UNDER THE CANOPY, BECAUSE THE BON WILL BE LIKE THE SAG AND THE MA WILL BE LIKE THE AB. (SEE § 64).  THIS STATE IS THEREFORE DEFINED AS THE NEXT DAY AND A NEW CANOPY. AT THIS TIME (IN THIS STATE) THE RIGHTEOUS ARE CALLED THE SONS OF THE CANOPY, AND THERE IS NO ACTION IN THEM, BECAUSE IT IS WRITTEN: “THEY SHALL NOT HURT NOR DESTROY IN ALL MY HOLY MOUNTAIN; FOR THE EARTH SHALL BE FULL OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD, AS THE WATERS COVER THE SEA” (ISAIAH 11, 9).  SINCE THESE RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE ELEVATED THE BON TO THE SAG BY THEIR ACTIONS, I.E. MADE IT SIMILAR TO THE SAG, THEY ARE CONSIDERED TO HAVE MADE A NEW BRIDAL CANOPY; HENCE THEY ARE CALLED “THE SONS OF THE CANOPY”.  THE NIGHT OF THE SHAVUOT IS WHEN THE BRIDE JOINS WITH HER HUSBAND, BECAUSE THE WEDDING CEREMONY TAKES PLACE ON THE NEXT DAY DURING THE RECEPTION OF THE TORAH. ON THAT DAY THE CREATION REACHES THE END OF CORRECTION AS IT IS SAID (ISAIAH 25, 8): “HE WILL SWALLOW UP DEATH FOR EVER; AND THE LORD GOD WILL WIPE AWAY TEARS FROM OFF ALL FACES.”  THE TORAH DESCRIBES THIS STATE AS: “GRAVEN UPON THE TABLES” (EXODUS 32, 16). THE WORD, “GRAVEN” – “HARUT” (HEB.) SHOULD RATHER BE PRONOUNCED AS “HERUT” – FREEDOM, THE FREEDOM FROM THE ANGEL OF DEATH. THE SIN OF THE GOLDEN CALF FOLLOWED AND THE HIGH LEVEL WAS LOST. SINCE SHAVUOT IS THE DAY WHEN THE TORAH WAS RECEIVED, IT IS REGARDED AS THE END OF CORRECTION. THEREFORE, ALL THE NECESSARY PREPARATIONS (I.E. THE CORRECTIONS CARRIED OUT DURING THE PERIOD OF CONCEALMENT) END ON THE NIGHT BEFORE THE HOLIDAY OF SHAVUOT. ON THIS NIGHT THE BRIDE JOINS WITH HER HUSBAND SO AS TO COME UNDER THE BRIDAL CANOPY ON THE FOLLOWING DAY. ALL THE CORRECTIONS ARE COMPLETED AND THE ANGEL OF DEATH IS DEFEATED THANKS TO THE ACTIONS OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONES, WHO ERECT A NEW CANOPY. ALL THE BRIDE’S FRIENDS, THE SUPPORTERS OF THE TORAH, ARE ALSO CALLED “THE SONS OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER”. THEY ARE OBLIGED TO MERGE WITH THE SHECHINA-MALCHUT (THE BRIDE) ON THAT NIGHT, WHICH IS CALLED “EXILE.” ONLY THEN DO THEIR ACTIONS IN THE TORAH AND COMMANDMENTS CORRECT AND PURIFY HER FROM EVIL SO THAT SHE WOULD EMERGE WITH GOOD PROPERTIES. HENCE THE SUPPORTERS OF THE TORAH SHOULD REJOICE TOGETHER WITH THE BRIDE SEEING THE CORRECTIONS THEY MADE IN HER. THEY CONTINUE WITH THEIR CORRECTIONS IN THE TORAH, THEN IN PROPHETS AND FINALLY IN HOLY WRITINGS. ALL THE LEVELS AND REVELATIONS OF THE TORAH SECRETS THAT MAKE UP THE SHECHINA’S STRUCTURE IN THE END OF ITS CORRECTION ARE ONLY MADE BY THE RIGHTEOUS SUPPORTERS OF THE TORAH DURING THE PERIOD OF EXILE.  ALL THE LEVELS THAT EMERGE DURING THE STATE OF EXILE ARE CALLED THE BRIDE’S CORRECTIONS AND ADORNMENTS FROM THE TORAH, PROPHETS AND HOLY WRITINGS. THIS IS BECAUSE THE SEFIROT HESED, GVURA AND TIFFERET CONSTITUTE THE TORAH, THE SEFIROT NETZAH, HOD AND YESOD ARE PROPHETS, AND MALCHUT IS HOLY SCRIPTURES. THE LIGHT OF THE VAK IS CALLED THE MIDRASHIM AND THE LIGHT OF THE GAR IS CALLED THE TORAH SECRETS. ALL THESE CORRECTIONS SHOULD BE MADE IN MALCHUT (THE BRIDE) ON THE NIGHT WHEN IT COMPLETES ITS CORRECTIONS (I.E. IN THE DARKNESS OF EXILE FROM THE SPIRITUAL, MAN WORKS ON HIS INNER CORRECTIONS).  IT IS KNOWN THAT THE END OF CORRECTION DOES NOT BRING ANYTHING NEW. ALL THE MAN AND MAD, ALL ZIVUGIM AND LEVELS THAT EMERGED ONE AFTER ANOTHER DURING 6000 YEARS WILL BE MERGED AND CORRECTED WITH THE HELP OF THE LIGHT OF ATIK. THE BRIDE WILL THEN COME UNDER HER CANOPY AND THE CREATOR WILL ASK ABOUT EVERYONE, I.E. ABOUT ALL THOSE WHO RAISED THE MAN FOR THE LAST ZIVUG AT LEAST ONCE. THE CREATOR WAITS FOR ALL THE SMALL ZIVUGIM TO GET TOGETHER, ASKING ABOUT EVERYONE. WHEN THEY ARE COMBINED, A GREAT ZIVUG CALLED “RAV PAALIM U MEKABTZIEL” WILL TAKE PLACE. ALL THE CREATED BEINGS WILL BE BLESSED AND ADORNED. THE END OF CORRECTION IS REFERRED TO AS THE DECORATION OF THE BRIDE’S CROWN.  126. RABBI SHIMON AND ALL THE FRIENDS STAYED AWAKE THAT NIGHT; EACH OF THEM BROUGHT FORTH THE REVELATIONS FROM THE TORAH AGAIN AND AGAIN. RABBI SHIMON WAS REJOICING AND SO WERE ALL HIS FRIENDS. RABBI SHIMON SAID TO THEM: “MY SONS, HOW HAPPY YOU SHOULD BE, BECAUSE TOMORROW THE BRIDE SHALL NOT COME TO THE HOUPPAH WITHOUT YOU, BECAUSE ALL THOSE WHO CORRECT HER AND REJOICE THIS NIGHT SHALL HAVE THEIR NAMES WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE. AND THE CREATOR SHALL BLESS THEM WITH 70 BLESSINGS AND CROWNS FROM THE UPPER WORLD”. THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE MENTIONED BY THE PROPHET SAYS: “AND NOW WE CALL THE PROUD HAPPY; YEA, THEY THAT WORK WICKEDNESS ARE BUILT UP; YEA, THEY TRY GOD, AND ARE DELIVERED. THEN THEY THAT FEARED THE LORD SPOKE ONE WITH ANOTHER; AND THE LORD HEARKENED, AND HEARD AND A BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE WAS WRITTEN BEFORE HIM, FOR THEM THAT FEARED THE LORD, AND THAT THOUGHT UPON HIS NAME. AND THEY SHALL BE MINE, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, IN THE DAY THAT I DO MAKE, EVEN MINE OWN TREASURE; AND I WILL SPARE THEM, AS A MAN SPARETH HIS OWN SON THAT SERVETH HIM” (MALACHI 3:15).  BUT HOW CAN WE UNDERSTAND THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET: “THEY THAT WORK WICKEDNESS FEARED THE LORD”? MOREOVER, THEY WERE INSCRIBED IN THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE AS PEOPLE WHO “FEARED THE LORD AND THOUGHT UPON HIS NAME”. THE FACT IS THAT IN THE END OF CORRECTION, WHEN THE GREAT ZIVUG OF ATIK IS MADE, THE POWERFUL LIGHT WILL BE REVEALED IN ALL THE WORLDS. EVERYONE WILL RETURN TO THE CREATOR IN THIS LIGHT. THE TALMUD (YOMAH 86:2, “THE INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF THE TEN SEFIROT”) SAYS: “HE, WHO RETURNED THROUGH LOVE, WILL HAVE HIS SINS TURNED INTO MERITS.” THIS IS WHAT THE PROPHET SAYS OF THE SINNERS DENYING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SPIRITUAL WORK: ON THE GREAT DAY OF THE END OF CORRECTION, WHEN THE LIGHT OF RETURN SHINES, ALL THE WORST AND DELIBERATE SINS WILL TURN TO MERITS AND THEIR WORDS OF SLIGHT WILL BECOME FEAR BEFORE THE CREATOR. ALL THE EVIL AND GOOD DEEDS ARE WRITTEN BEFORE HIM, FOR HE WILL NEED THEM ON THE GREAT DAY OF THE MIRACLE. ALL THE MERITS FILL THE KLI, WHICH RECEIVES THE LIGHT NECESSARY FOR THE FINAL CORRECTION. HENCE IT IS SAID THAT THE CREATOR WOULD WRITE THE NAMES OF THOSE WHO FEAR HIM IN THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE. HE WILL NEED THEM ON THAT DAY TO COMPLETE THE COMMON PARTZUF. THE PROPHET SAYS: AT THAT TIME, THEY WILL BE CLOSE TO THE CREATOR AS SONS WHO SERVED HIM. EVERYTHING AND EVERYONE WILL BE WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE. THE CREATOR WILL NOTE ALL THE SINS, AS IF THEY ARE MERITS, AS IF THEY SERVED HIM. THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET.  THE NUMBER 70 MEANS THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA, THE GAR, AN ADORNMENT, A CROWN. THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM IS CALLED BLESSING, BECAUSE THE WORLD WAS CREATED WITH THE LETTER BET (BLESSING), AS IT IS WRITTEN: “FOR EVER IS MERCY BUILT” (PSALMS 89:3). BUT AT THE END OF CORRECTION THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM WILL ALSO BE LIKE 70 CROWNS, LIKE THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA, BECAUSE THE MA AND THE BON WILL ASCEND TO THE AB AND THE SAG. THEREFORE “THE ZOHAR” SAYS THAT THE CREATOR WILL BLESS THEM WITH 70 BLESSINGS AND ADORNMENTS OF THE UPPER WORLD’S CROWNS. 127. RABBI SHIMON REVEALED AND SAID: “THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE CREATOR’S GLORY. I HAVE ALREADY EXPLAINED THAT THE BRIDE AWAKENS TO ENTER UNDER THE BRIDAL CANOPY WITH ALL THE FRIENDS WHO REJOICED WITH HER THROUGH THE PREVIOUS NIGHT. SHE RECEIVES CORRECTIONS, ADORNS HERSELF AND REJOICES WITH THEM NOW.” 128. ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, THE CROWDS, THE HEAVENLY HOSTS AND CAMPS JOIN HER AND THEY AWAIT ALL THOSE, WHO CORRECTED HER BY STUDYING THE TORAH THAT NIGHT. FOR ZEIR ANPIN BONDS WITH MALCHUT AND SHE SEES HER HUSBAND, AND IT IS SAID: “THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE CREATOR’S GLORY.” “THE HEAVENS” ALLUDES TO THE BRIDEGROOM (ZA) WHO ENTERS THE HOUPPAH. “THE HEAVENS DECLARE,” I.E. LIKE THE RADIANCE OF A SAPPHIRE THEY SHINE UPON MALCHUT FROM END TO END.  THE DAY OF THE END OF CORRECTION IS CALLED “TOMORROW” AS IS SAID IN THE TALMUD: “DO TODAY AND RECEIVE REWARD TOMORROW” (ERUVIN 22:1). THE CROWDS ARE MASSES OF PEOPLE, WHO DO NOT SERVE THE CREATOR, THE HOSTS – CHARIOTS WITH WARRIORS IN ARMOR – ARE THE HIGHER GROUPS OF ANGELS THAT ACCOMPANY THE SOULS AS IT IS SAID: “FOR HE WILL GIVE HIS ANGELS CHARGE OVER THEE, TO KEEP THEE IN ALL THY WAYS” (PSALMS 91:11). AS WAS PREVIOUSLY STATED, THE CREATOR WAITS FOR EVERYONE AND SO DOES THE SHECHINA. HEAVENS ARE THE BRIDEGROOM ENTERING THE BRIDAL CANOPY. THIS IS THE STATE OF THE END OF CORRECTION, OF WHICH IT IS WRITTEN: “THE LIGHT OF THE MOON (MALCHUT) SHALL BE AS THE LIGHT OF THE SUN (ZA)” (ISAIAH 30:26). THE CREATOR IS CALLED THE “HEAVENS,” AND AT THE END OF CORRECTION HE IS REFERRED TO AS THE “BRIDEGROOM” AS IT IS SAID: “FOR AS A YOUNG MAN ESPOUSETH A VIRGIN…SO SHALL THY GOD REJOICE OVER THEE” (ISAIAH 62:5).  WHEREVER IT IS SAID THAT THE CREATOR DESCENDS, IT INDICATES HIS SEVERITY AND JUDGMENT, BECAUSE IT SPEAKS OF DIMINISHING HIS GREATNESS IN THE EYES OF THE INFERIOR ONES, AS IS SAID: “HIS MIGHT AND GREATNESS IS IN HIS PLACE.” BUT AT THE END OF CORRECTION, WHEN ALL SINS WILL TURN TO MERITS AND WHEN IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT ALL THE SPIRITUAL FALLS WERE RISES, THE CREATOR BECOMES THE “BRIDEGROOM” AND THE SHECHINA BECOMES HIS “BRIDE.”  THE HEBREW FOR “BRIDE” IS “KALAH,” AS IN THE WORDS “KALAT MOSHE” (TORAH, NUMBERS 7), WHERE THE COMPLETION OF WORK ON THE ALTAR IS DESCRIBED. HENCE IN THE TORAH THE WORD KALAH MEANS THE END OF CONSTRUCTION. THE HEBREW WORD FOR “BRIDEGROOM” IS “HATAN.” IT MEANS DESCENDING THE SPIRITUAL LEVELS, AS IS SAID IN THE TALMUD: “DESCENDS THE STEPS” (YAVAMOT 63:1). HOWEVER, THIS DESCENT IS GREATER THAN ALL THE PREVIOUS ASCENTS, BECAUSE IT ADVANCES TOWARDS THE BRIDE AT THE FINAL MOMENT OF CORRECTION. THE BRIDAL CANOPY REPRESENTS ALL THE REFLECTED LIGHT RECEIVED ON THE MAN RAISED BY THE RIGHTEOUS IN ALL ZIVUGIM, AT ALL TIMES DURING 6000 YEARS. NOW THEY ARE ACCUMULATED IN ONE POWERFUL REFLECTED LIGHT RISING ABOVE THE CREATOR AND THE SHECHINA, SOARING ABOVE THE BRIDEGROOM AND HIS BRIDE LIKE THE BRIDAL CANOPY. IN THIS STATE THE RIGHTEOUS ARE CALLED “THE SONS OF THE CANOPY.” EACH OF THEM HAS HIS OWN PART IN THIS CANOPY, BECAUSE THEY RAISED THEIR MAN TO THE SCREEN OF MALCHUT AND GENERATED THE REFLECTED LIGHT. AT THE END, OF CORRECTION THE CREATOR IS CALLED HATAN (BRIDEGROOM), BECAUSE “NECHIT DARGA” DESCENDS FROM ITS LEVEL AND JOINS THE BRIDE UNDER THE CANOPY.  AT THIS TIME (IN THIS STATE) THE HEAVENS SAY: THIS IS A GREAT ZIVUG OF THE FUTURE AS THE TALMUD SAYS: “THE WIFE TELLS HER HUSBAND” (BRACHOT 3:1). THE WORD “TELLS” (“MESAPERET”) IMPLIES A ZIVUG AND COMES FROM “SAPIR” (SAPPHIRE).  THE LUMINESCENT SAPPHIRE IS THE ASCENDING REFLECTED LIGHT. THE REFLECTED LIGHT, LUMINESCENT IS EQUIVALENT TO THE STRAIGHT LIGHT, LUMINESCENCE. THIS ENORMOUS ZIVUG WILL ACCUMULATE ALL THE REFLECTED LIGHT OF ALL ZIVUGIM MADE DURING 6000 YEARS AND THE STRAIGHT LIGHT WILL SHINE IN IT FROM END TO END.  129. THE CREATOR’S GLORY (EL) IS THE BRIDE, MALCHUT, AS IT IS WRITTEN: “EL IS ANGRY EVERY DAY.” SHE IS CALLED EL ON ALL DAYS OF A YEAR. ON THE HOLIDAY OF SHAVUOT, WHEN SHE ENTERED UNDER THE HOUPPAH, SHE IS CALLED GLORY AND EL, WHICH MEANS GLORY UPON GLORY, SPLENDOR UPON SPLENDOR, AND DOMINION UPON DOMINION. “EL” IS A NAME OF GREAT MERCY. HOWEVER, IT IS SAID HERE: “EL IS ANGRY EVERY DAY.” THE TORAH SAYS: “AND THERE WAS EVENING AND THERE WAS MORNING, ONE DAY.” THIS IS BECAUSE THE SHECHINA IS A SMALL PLANET, THE MOON, WHICH RULES AT NIGHT. IT IS CALLED “FEAR OF THE HEAVENS” BECAUSE IT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE RIGHTEOUS, WHO SHOULD RAISE THE MAN THROUGH THEIR DESIRE TO BE CORRECTED. THUS, THEY CORRECT MALCHUT WITH THE REFLECTED LIGHT.  THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN: “GOD HATH SO MADE IT, THAT MEN SHOULD FEAR BEFORE HIM” (ECCLESIASTES 3:14). FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO RAISE THE MAN WITHOUT FEAR. THE LACK OF FEAR BEFORE THE CREATOR IS CALLED MALCHUT’S RULE AT NIGHT, THE STATE OF DARKNESS. IN THE ABSENCE OF THE LIGHT ALL THE RESTRICTIONS AND SUFFERINGS COME FORTH. THEY ARE OPPOSITE TO THE PROPERTY OF DAY, MERCY. IF NOT FOR THIS FEAR, THE PROPERTY OF MORNING AND DAY WOULD NEVER BE ABLE TO EMERGE. SO, IT IS WRITTEN: “AND THERE WAS EVENING AND THERE WAS MORNING, ONE DAY.” NIGHT ENTERS MORNING, FOR WITHOUT NIGHT THERE WOULD BE NO MORNING AND NIGHT MUST BE. THEREFORE “EL IS ANGRY EVERY DAY”. THE PROPERTY OF MERCY, CALLED EL, IS REVEALED ONLY THROUGH THE PROPERTY OF ANGER. SO, THIS PROPERTY IS ALSO CONSIDERED MERCY AND CONSEQUENTLY THE SHECHINA IS CALLED EL. THEREFORE, IT IS SAID THAT THE CREATOR’S GLORY = EL IS THE BRIDE, MALCHUT CALLED EL, BECAUSE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE THE STATE OF “DAY” WITHOUT THE STATE OF “NIGHT”. SO, IT IS IN THE 6 DAYS OF THE CREATION, OF WHICH IT IS SAID: “AND THERE WAS EVENING AND THERE WAS MORNING, ONE DAY”, OR A SECOND DAY AND SO FORTH. WE SEE THAT NIGHT IS INCLUDED IN THE NAME OF DAY. AS ALL OF THEM ARE CALLED THE 6 DAYS OF THE CREATION, SO ARE 6000 CALLED “NIGHT” IN THE PROPERTY OF MERCY.  THE GREAT ZIVUG AT THE END OF CORRECTION WILL BRING THE LIGHT OF DAY, THE MOON WILL BECOME LIKE THE SUN, AS THE PROPHET SAID (ZECHARIAH 14:7): “IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT AT EVENING TIME THERE SHALL BE LIGHT”. THE LEVELS OF MALCHUT WILL INCREASE TWOFOLD, BECAUSE DURING 6000 YEARS THE LIGHT OF THE MOON WAS AS IS SAID: “AND THERE WAS EVENING AND THERE WAS MORNING.” AT THE END OF CORRECTION, WHEN THE MOON BECOMES LIKE THE SUN (ZA), THE MOON WILL BE TWICE AS GREAT AS BEFORE, BECAUSE ITS GREATNESS WILL EQUAL THAT OF ZA, OF WHICH “THE ZOHAR” SAYS: “GLORY UPON GLORY, DOMINION UPON DOMINION”. ALTHOUGH THE MOON WAS MERGED WITH THE LIGHT OF MORNING FOR 6000 YEARS (“AND THERE WAS EVENING AND THERE WAS MORNING, ONE DAY”), NOW, WHEN IT IS AS BIG AS THE SUN (ZA), IT TURNS TO THE LIGHT, LUMINESCENCE OUT OF LUMINESCENCE, WHEREAS PREVIOUSLY ITS LIGHT WAS DUE TO INCLUSION OF THE PROPERTIES OF THE HIGHER SEFIROT. DOMINION UPON DOMINION, BECAUSE FOR 6000 YEARS IT WAS LIKE A SMALL PLANET SHINING AT NIGHT, WHILE NOW IT RULES DURING THE DAY FOR IT IS AS BIG AS THE SUN. 130. AT THE HOUR WHEN THE SKY (ZA) DESCENDS UNDER THE BRIDAL CANOPY AND SHINES UPON MALCHUT, ALL HER FRIENDS, WHO CORRECTED HER BY STUDYING THE TORAH, ARE KNOWN BY THEIR NAMES, AS IT IS SAID: “THE FIRMAMENT SHOWETH HIS HANDIWORK”. “HIS HANDIWORK” REFERS TO THE MEMBERS OF THIS COVENANT, WHO ARE CALLED “HIS HANDIWORK”. AS IT IS WRITTEN: “ESTABLISH THOU THE WORK OF OUR HANDS UPON US,” WHICH IS THE SIGN OF THE COVENANT IMPRINTED ON MAN’S FLESH. THE FRIENDS ARE THE SUPPORTERS OF THE TORAH, WHICH INCLUDES GOOD AND EVIL DEEDS. EVEN THE EVIL, UNCORRECTED PARTS OF IT ARE KNOWN BY NAME (OF ITS CORRECTED PART), AS IS SAID: THE FIRMAMENT SHOWETH HIS HANDIWORK. HEAVENS IS THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE, WHICH IS THE LIGHT OF THE GREAT ZIVUG THAT LEADS TO THE RETURN, TO THE CORRECTION OUT OF LOVE, WHEN INTENTIONAL SINS BECOME MERITS (TALMUD. YOMAH 86:2). EVEN OF THOSE WHO SPOKE EVIL THINGS, IT IS SAID: “THEY WILL TELL ONE ANOTHER OF THEIR FEAR BEFORE THE CREATOR” (SEE § 126). THEREFORE, THE ACTION DEFINED AS “THE SUPPORTERS OF TORAH”, WHICH INCLUDES BOTH GOOD (FOR THE WORTHY) AND EVIL (FOR THE UNWORTHY), NOW BECOMES COMPLETELY GOOD AND HOLY. IT TURNS INTO THE WORK OF HIS HANDS – THE CREATOR’S ACTIONS, FOR THE HEAVENS SPEAK EVEN OF THE UNWORTHY. IT TURNS OUT THAT THE FRIENDS HAVE ONLY PERFORMED GOOD ACTIONS AND CARRIED OUT HOLY WORK, BECAUSE ALL OF THEM HAVE CORRECTED MALCHUT AND ALL ARE KNOWN BY THEIR NAMES. HENCE IT IS SAID: “ESTABLISH THOU UPON US THE WORK OF OUR HANDS” (PSALMS 90:17). HOWEVER, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO UNDERSTAND WHOSE HANDS ARE MEANT: HIS OR OURS? IT IS ONLY SAID THAT THE UNION IS CHARACTERIZED AS “THE WORK OF OUR HANDS”, BECAUSE ESTABLISHING IT IS YESOD (YESOD IS NOT ONLY A NAME OF A SEFIRA, BUT ALSO MEANS BASIS, FOUNDATION IN HEBREW), FOUNDATION OF THE ENTIRE STRUCTURE. THE CORRECTION OF YESOD IS BRIT MILAH (THE CIRCUMCISION). HENCE IT IS SAID THAT THE EXISTENCE OF A UNION IS CALLED THE WORK OF OUR HANDS, BECAUSE WE SEPARATE ORLAH (FORESKIN) FROM YESOD THROUGH THE WORK OF OUR HANDS. BUT THIS ONLY HAPPENS BEFORE THE END OF CORRECTION. AT THE END, OF CORRECTION THE WORK OF HIS HANDS WILL BE REVEALED. THE CREATOR WILL DETACH ORLAH FROM US AND THE HEAVENS SHALL DECLARE THE WORK OF HIS HANDS. BUT BEFORE THAT, WE ARE OBLIGED TO MAKE THE CORRECTION OF CIRCUMCISION, THEREFORE WE ASK: “ESTABLISH THOU UPON US THE WORK OF OUR HANDS”. 131. RABBI AMNON-SABA THEN SAID: “DO NOT LET YOUR MOUTH CAUSE YOUR FLESH TO SIN”, I.E. A PERSON SHOULD NOT ALLOW HIS MOUTH TO UTTER EVIL THOUGHTS AND BE THE CAUSE OF BRINGING SIN TO THE SACRED FLESH, WHICH BEARS A MARK OF THE HOLY COVENANT WITH THE CREATOR. IF HE DOES SO, HE SHALL BE DRAGGED TO HELL. DOMEH, THE RULER OF NETHERWORLD, STANDS IN THE GATES WITH HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF ANGELS, BUT HE IS NOT ALLOWED TO TOUCH ALL THOSE WHO HAVE ADHERED TO THE HOLY COVENANT IN THIS WORLD.  MAN IS WARNED AGAINST UTTERING EVIL THINGS; HE IS ENCOURAGED TO RAISE MAN (HIS PURE PRAYER) WITH THE HELP OF THE TORAH AND COMMANDMENTS. IF AN IMPURE FORCE CLINGS TO HIS PRAYER, IT WILL RECEIVE HIS MAN. MAN WILL HAVE A GRUDGE AGAINST THE CREATOR AND THUS HE WILL DRAW THE ORLAH TO THE HOLY UNION. AS A RESULT, HIS HOLY SOUL WILL FALL INTO CAPTIVITY OF THE IMPURE FORCES, AND THEY WILL TAKE IT TO HELL. THIS IS SIMILAR TO WHAT RABBI ELAZAR SAID ABOUT FALLING INTO LILIT’S HANDS (SEE § 68). THE HOLY BODY, WHICH BEARS A MARK OF THE HOLY UNION, ALLUDES TO THE HOLY SOUL GUARDED WITH THE HELP OF THE HOLY UNION, AS IS SAID: “FROM MY BODY I WILL SEE MY CREATOR”, I.E. FROM MY NATURAL PROPERTIES. BUT DOUBTS BRING THE IMPURE FORCE OF ORLAH BACK. IT CLINGS TO THE HOLY UNION AND INSTANTLY DRIVES THE DIVINE SOUL AWAY. THEREFORE “THE TREE CRIED OUT: SINNER, DO NOT TOUCH ME”. THIS TREE IS YESOD, ATERET YESOD (FORESKIN – THE VERY ESSENCE OF THE CREATION, EGOISM), THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL.  
“DOMEH, THE RULER OF HELL”
DOMEH (FROM DMAMAH - INANIMATION) ROBS MAN OF HIS SOUL AND LEAVES HIM LIFELESS. THIS IS AN ANGEL THAT FILLS MAN’S HEART WITH DOUBTS IN THE CREATOR’S GREATNESS, CREATES IN HIM A SINFUL DESIRE TO PERCEIVE HIS THOUGHTS AS THOSE OF A HUMAN BEING IN THIS WORLD. IT RECEIVED THIS NAME BECAUSE IT LIKENS THE CREATOR’S THOUGHTS TO MAN’S (DOMEH ALSO MEANS LIKENESS, SIMILARITY).  AT THE BEGINNING, MAN UNDERSTANDS THAT THE CREATOR’S THOUGHTS AND WAYS ARE DIFFERENT FROM OURS. THE CREATED MIND CANNOT GRASP HIM, HIS THOUGHTS AND HIS ACTIONS, BECAUSE OUR MIND IS INFERIOR TO HIS. AS A RESULT OF SIN, THE ANGEL DOMEH IMBUES MAN WITH A SILLY SPIRIT THAT FORCES HIM TO SAY THAT THE HUMAN THOUGHTS ARE SIMILAR TO THE CREATOR’S. THIS FILLS MAN WITH DOUBTS THAT DRAG HIM TO HELL.  THE POWER OF DOMEH IS IN ITS NAME, AS IS SAID: “WHO IS AS MIGHTY AS YOU ARE, WHO IS LIKE YOU, THE KING THAT KILLS AND RESURRECTS?” IT POINTS OUT THAT CONNECTION WITH THE ONE LIKE HIM LEADS TO DEATH; WHEREAS MAN FINDS LIFE IN REALIZATION THAT THERE IS NONE LIKE HIM. THE DOUBTS AND THOUGHTS THAT MAN RECEIVES FROM DOMEH ARE COUNTLESS. “THE ZOHAR” SAYS THAT HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF DEADLY ANGELS ARE WITH HIM AND ALL OF THEM ARE BY THE GATES OF HELL. MAN IS TAKEN THROUGH THE GATES, BUT THEY ARE NOT YET CONSIDERED HELL.  
BUT HE (ANGEL) IS NOT ALLOWED TO TOUCH ALL THOSE WHO ADHERED TO THE HOLY COVENANT IN THIS WORLD
EVEN IF MAN DID NOT FULLY ADHERE TO THE UNION, EVEN IF THERE IS STILL GOOD AND EVIL IN HIS DEEDS, ALL THE SAME HE IS REGARDED AS BEING LOYAL TO THE HOLY UNION. UNLESS MAN IS FILLED WITH DOUBT, THE ANGEL DOMEH IS NOT ALLOWED TO DRAG HIM TO HELL. 132. WHEN IT HAPPENED TO KING DAVID, HE WAS HORROR-STRICKEN. AT THAT TIME, DOMEH ASCENDED BEFORE THE CREATOR AND SAID: “ALMIGHTY LORD, IN THE TORAH IT SAYS: “AND THE MAN THAT COMMITTETH ADULTERY WITH ANOTHER MAN'S WIFE…SHALL SURELY BE PUT TO DEATH”. DAVID PROFANED THE HOLY COVENANT, DID HE NOT? THE CREATOR SAID TO HIM: “DAVID IS RIGHTEOUS AND HIS HOLY COVENANT REMAINS PURE, FOR IT IS KNOWN TO ME THAT BATH SHEBA WAS DESTINED FOR HIM SINCE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD”. ALTHOUGH DAVID COMMITTED NO SIN, AS IS SAID IN THE TALMUD (SHABBAT 56:1) THAT HE, WHO SAYS THAT DAVID SINNED IS WRONG, HE WAS HORROR-STRICKEN ALL THE SAME, AS IF HE HAD REALLY SINNED, BECAUSE DOMEH CITED THE TORAH IN HIS COMPLAINT. HOWEVER, BATH SHEBA HAD BEEN DESTINED FOR DAVID SINCE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD (THE TALMUD. SANHEDRIN 107:1), SO HE DID NOT BREAK HIS UNION. BUT IF BATH SHEBA HAD BEEN DESTINED FOR DAVID, WHY WAS SHE FIRST URIAH’S WIFE? IS A WIFE NOT CONSIDERED, A HALF OF HER HUSBAND’S BODY? IF SHE IS A HALF OF DAVID’S BODY, THEN HOW COULD URIAH TAKE HER, IF NOTHING IN HIM AGREES WITH HER? THE FACT IS THAT BATH SHEBA IS DAVID’S TRUE NUKVAH (FEMALE) FROM THE DAY OF THE WORLD’S CREATION. DAVID IS A MALE PART OF MALCHUT AND BATH SHEBA IS THE NUKVAH IN MALCHUT. BUT SINCE AT THE TIME OF THE WORLD’S CREATION, MALCHUT ROSE TO BINA TO RECEIVE FROM IT THE PROPERTY OF MERCY (BESTOWAL), BATH SHEBA ALSO REQUIRED THIS CORRECTION IN GAR. WITHOUT IT SHE COULD NOT HAVE GIVEN BIRTH TO THE SOUL OF KING SOLOMON. URIAH THE HITTITE WAS AN EXALTED SOUL, THE PROPERTIES OF GAR. THE NAME “URIAH” CONSISTS OF UR = OHR (LIGHT) AND I(A)H = I (YUD) + H (HEY) = THE FIRST TWO LETTERS OF THE CREATOR’S NAME HAVAYAH, I.E. URIAH MEANS “THE CREATOR’S LIGHT”. THE FACT THAT HIS NAME CONTAINS ONLY THE FIRST TWO LETTERS YUD-HEY = H(OCHMA)-B(INA) AND LACKS THE TWO LAST ONES VAV-HEY = ZA-M(ALCHUT) SHOWS THAT HIS LIGHT IS THE LIGHT OF GAR. THEREFORE, IN ORDER TO CORRECT BATH SHEBA IN THE PROPERTY OF MERCY, SHE WAS JOINED WITH URIAH. AS A RESULT, SHE BECAME FIT TO SERVE AS THE QUEEN OF ISRAEL. 133. DOMEH SAID TO HIM: “ALMIGHTY LORD, WHAT IS REVEALED TO YOU IS CONCEALED FROM HIM”. THE CREATOR ANSWERED: “WHATEVER DAVID DID WAS WITH MY PERMISSION. BECAUSE EVERY MAN WHO WENT TO WAR DID NOT LEAVE UNTIL HE HAD GIVEN A BILL OF DIVORCE TO HIS WIFE.” DOMEH INSISTED: “IF THIS IS SO, HE SHOULD HAVE WAITED FOR THREE MONTHS, WHICH HE DID NOT.” THE CREATOR REPLIED: “THIS DELAY IS APPLIED ONLY IF IT IS SUSPECTED THAT THE WOMAN MIGHT BE PREGNANT. BUT IT IS KNOWN TO ME THAT URIAH NEVER TOUCHED HER, FOR MY NAME IS IMPRINTED IN HIM AS A TESTIMONY. URIAH IS THE CREATOR’S LIGHT, THOUGH IT IS WRITTEN URIAHU = OHR + YUD + HEY + VAV WITHOUT THE LAST HEY, MALCHUT, MEANING THAT HE NEVER USED MALCHUT”. THE LETTERS YUD-HEY IN URIAH’S NAME (ALEF-VAV-RESH-YUD-HEY) DEMONSTRATE THAT HE NEVER TOUCHED BATH SHEBA. URIAH REFERS TO GAR WITHOUT VAK. “THE ZOHAR” POINTS OUT THAT WHEN THE USE OF VAK IS TO BE EMPHASIZED, THE NAME URIAHU IS APPLIED. HOWEVER, URIAH WAS BATH SHEBA’S FIRST HUSBAND, SO HE HAD NOTHING OF VAK IN HIM, ONLY GAR, I.E. THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA WITHOUT THE LIGHT OF HASSADIM, FOR VAV MEANS HASSADIM. HENCE, HE CANNOT COME NEAR BATH SHEBA. 134. AND DOMEH SAID TO HIM: “ALMIGHTY LORD, THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT I HAVE SAID: IF YOU KNEW THAT URIAH NEVER TOUCHED HER, WHO REVEALED THAT TO DAVID? HE SHOULD THEREFORE HAVE WAITED FOR 3 MONTHS. YET IF YOU CLAIM THAT DAVID DID KNOW OF IT, WHY DID HE SEND HIM TO HIS WIFE SAYING: “GO DOWN TO THY HOUSE, AND WASH THY FEET”?” USUALLY THE READERS OF THE TORAH GIVE THIS EXAMPLE AS EVIDENCE OF KING DAVID’S LESS THAN EXALTED QUALITIES AND OF THE INCONSEQUENCE OF THE CREATOR’S JUDGMENT. HE FORGAVE DAVID FOR SENDING URIAH TO HIS DEATH ETC. WE SHOULD NEVERTHELESS REMEMBER THAT THE TORAH SPEAKS OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS AND THEIR LAWS, WHICH HAVE NO DIRECT AND OBVIOUS CONSEQUENCES IN OUR WORLD. THERE IS A CAUSE-AND-EFFECT CONNECTION: WHATEVER OCCURS IN OUR WORLD IS A RESULT OF A SPIRITUAL ACTION, BUT NOT VICE VERSA. THAT, WHICH IS DESCRIBED IN THE UPPER WORLD DOES NOT NECESSARILY HAVE TO HAPPEN IN OURS. THINKING THAT THE TORAH IS A NARRATIVE ABOUT OUR WORLD IS A MAJOR DELUSION, WHICH REDUCES THE TORAH OF THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, THE CREATOR’S HOLY NAMES AND HIS LIGHT TO THE LOWEST LEVEL OF CREATION, WHICH IS STRICTLY FORBIDDEN: “YE SHALL NOT MAKE WITH ME GODS”. 135. AND HE SAID TO DOMEH: “DAVID CERTAINLY DID NOT KNOW, BUT HE WAITED FOR MORE THAN 3 MONTHS, AS 4 MONTHS HAD PASSED. WE HAVE LEARNED THAT ON THE 25TH DAY OF NISSAN, DAVID ORDERED THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL TO GO TO WAR. THEY CONQUERED THE LAND OF MOAB AND REMAINED IN IT FOR 4 MONTHS, UNTIL HE WENT TO BATH SHEBA IN THE MONTH OF ELUL. ON JUDGMENT DAY THE CREATOR FORGAVE HIM HIS SIN. OTHERS SAY THAT DAVID DISPATCHED HIS ORDERS ON THE 7TH DAY OF ADAR AND ALL THE TROOPS ASSEMBLED ON THE 15TH DAY OF IYAR AND HE WENT TO BATH SHEBA ON THE 15TH DAY OF ELUL. ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT, THE CREATOR FORGAVE HIM FOR THAT SIN AND SPARED HIM FROM DEATH AT THE HAND OF DOMEH.  DOMEH IS THE ANGEL IN CHARGE OF ADULTERY WHO IMPOSES PENALTY FOR IT. SINCE DAVID WAS FORGIVEN ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT, HE ESCAPED DEATH AT THE HAND OF DOMEH. HIS DEATH WAS A CONSEQUENCE OF URIAH’S DEATH AT THE HANDS OF THE CHILDREN OF AMMON.  136. DOMEH SAID: “MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, I HAVE ONE THING AGAINST HIM: WHY DID HE OPEN HIS MOUTH AND SAID “AS THE LORD LIVETH, THE MAN THAT HATH DONE THIS DESERVETH TO DIE” AND CONDEMNED HIMSELF TO DEATH. HENCE I HAVE THE POWER TO BRING DEATH UPON HIM.” AND THE CREATOR SAID TO DOMEH: “YOU ARE NOT ALLOWED TO BRING DEATH UPON HIM, FOR HE HAS REPENTED AND CONFESSED IN FRONT OF ME SAYING: “I HAVE SINNED AGAINST THE LORD”, ALBEIT HE DID NOT. HIS SIN AGAINST URIAH WAS IN KILLING HIM. I HAVE IMPOSED PUNISHMENT UPON HIM AND HE HAS ACCEPTED IT.” THAT INSTANT DOMEH GAVE UP HIS CLAIMS AND RETURNED TO HIS PLACE AND DEJECTION FELL UPON HIM.  THE LAST LETTER HEY IN THE NAME OF HAVAYAH HAS TWO DOTS – RESTRICTION (STERNNESS) AND MERCY. ALL THE CORRECTIONS OF MALCHUT WITH THE HELP OF THE UNION OF CIRCUMCISION ARE MEANT TO CONCEAL STERNNESS AND REVEAL MERCY. THE CREATOR’S NAME DESCENDS INTO MALCHUT. EVEN THOUGH MALCHUT IS UNDER THE PROHIBITION OF THE FIRST RESTRICTION (I.E. STERNNESS AND JUDGMENT) AND ALL THE IMPURE FORCES ARE FASTENED TO IT, YET THIS POINT IS CONCEALED AND ONLY BINA’S PROPERTY OF MERCY IS REVEALED, THE IMPURE FORCES ARE POWERLESS AND CANNOT ATTACH THEMSELVES HERE. BREAKING THE COVENANT MEANS TO REVEAL THE STERNNESS AND JUDGMENT IN MALCHUT (LETTER HEY). AS A RESULT, THE IMPURE FORCES IMMEDIATELY ATTACH THEMSELVES TO IT, BECAUSE THIS PROPERTY IS A PART OF THEM. THEREFORE, THE HOLY SOUL, THE CREATOR’S NAME DISAPPEARS AT ONCE, AS IT IS WRITTEN (JOB 4:9): “BY THE BREATH OF GOD THEY PERISH.” DAVID EMBODIES MALCHUT’S PROPERTY OF MERCY; HENCE HE NEEDS TO BE SAFEGUARDED AGAINST THE REVELATION OF STERNNESS IN MALCHUT. BECAUSE HE WHO REVEALS THE PROPERTY OF STERNNESS, I.E. BREAKS THE COVENANT WITH THE CREATOR, SURRENDERS HIMSELF TO THE IMPURE FORCES. THEY CONDEMN HIM TO DEATH, FOR THE PROPERTY OF STERNNESS IN HIM BECOMES REVEALED BEFORE THE IMPURE FORCE (ANGEL DOMEH) THAT WISHED TO GET HOLD OF DAVID’S SOUL AND DRAG IT TO HELL.  DAVID ASKED FOR THE CREATOR’S FORGIVENESS FOR ADULTERY AND RECEIVED IT, BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN INNOCENT. HOWEVER, BEING ONLY IN CHARGE OF ADULTERY, DOMEH HAD NO RIGHT TO ASK THE CREATOR’S PERMISSION TO PUNISH DAVID FOR SENDING URIAH TO HIS DEATH.  137. DAVID SAID TO THIS: “UNLESS THE LORD HAD BEEN MY HELP, MY SOUL HAD ALMOST DWELT IN SILENCE.” “UNLESS THE LORD HAD BEEN MY HELP” MEANS THAT HAD THE CREATOR NOT GUARDED DAVID FROM THE ANGEL DOMEH. “ALMOST” MEANS THAT ONLY THE DISTANCE AS THIN AS A THREAD REMAINED FOR DOMEH TO DRAG HIS SOUL TO HELL.  DAVID IS MALCHUT OF WHICH IT IS WRITTEN (PROVERBS 5:5): “HER FEET GO DOWN TO DEATH; HER STEPS TAKE HOLD ON THE NETHER-WORLD.” THIS IS BECAUSE IT IS THE END OF HOLINESS (OF THE SPIRITUAL). THE IMPURE FORCES ORIGINATE IN MALCHUT; IT SUSTAINS THEM, AS IT IS SAID (PSALMS 103:19): “HIS KINGDOM RULETH OVER ALL.”  HOWEVER, WHEN MALCHUT IS DOMINATED BY ITS PROPERTY OF MERCY (SEE § 122), IT CONSISTS OF TWO POINTS: ITS OWN POINT OF STERNNESS AND THE POINT OF MERCY IT RECEIVED FROM BINA. ITS POINT OF STERNNESS IS CONCEALED, WHILE AND THE POINT OF MERCY IS REVEALED. THANKS TO THIS CORRECTION, THE IMPURE FORCES HAVE NO MORE THAN NER DAKIK (SMALL LUMINESCENCE) OF MALCHUT. THIS CAN ONLY SUSTAIN THEIR EXISTENCE, BUT DOES NOT ALLOW FOR THEIR SPREADING.  NER DAKIK, THE SOURCE OF EXISTENCE OF THE IMPURE FORCES IS ALSO KNOWN AS HOTEH DAKIK, A SMALL SIN, AS IT IS WRITTEN (THE TALMUD. SUCCAH 52:1): “AT THE BEGINNING, THE IMPURE FORCE SEEMS AS THIN AS A SPIDER’S WEB, BUT LATER ON IT BECOMES AS THICK AS A SHAFT”. IT IS CALLED SMALL (DAKIK), BECAUSE STERNNESS AND RESTRICTIONS ARE CONCEALED IN THE PROPERTY OF MERCY.  HE, WHO BREAKS THE COVENANT, CAUSES THE POINT OF STERNNESS IN MALCHUT TO BE REVEALED. AS A RESULT, THE IMPURE FORCES ATTACH THEMSELVES TO MALCHUT AND DRAW MUCH LIGHT AND RECEIVE STRENGTH TO SPREAD AND EXPAND. THE PERSON, WHO ACTS SO, IS SAID TO BE FORSAKING HIS OWN SOUL: “BY THE BREATH OF GOD THEY PERISH” (JOB 4:9).  WHEN HE DESERVES TO RETURN TO THE CREATOR, HE CORRECTS MALCHUT WITH THE PROPERTY OF MERCY. THEREFORE, THIS PROCESS IS CALLED TESHUVA, WHEREAS THE PROPERTY OF STERNNESS BECOMES CONCEALED INSIDE THE PROPERTY OF MERCY LIKE A SMALL CANDLE. THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN: 
UNLESS THE LORD HAD BEEN MY HELP
THE CREATOR ACCEPTED MY RETURN AND REPELLED THE ANGEL DOMEH BY RETURNING MALCHUT TO THE PROPERTY OF MERCY. HE MADE THE PROPERTY OF STERNNESS AS A SMALL CANDLE, THE THREADTHIN LIGHT THAT IS BETWEEN ME AND THE IMPURE FORCE.  THIS IS THE MINIMAL LIGHT THAT MUST BE PRESENT BETWEEN MALCHUT AND THE IMPURE FORCES. IT ENABLES MALCHUT TO EXIST AND BE SUSTAINED BY THIS LIGHT CALLED “SMALL SIN,” SO THAT DOMEH WOULD NOT DRAG MY SOUL TO HELL.  THIS LIGHT SAVED ME FROM THE HANDS OF DOMEH, FOR UNLESS THE PROPERTY OF STERNNESS HAD RETURNED TO MALCHUT, I WOULD HAVE PERISHED.  138. THEREFORE, EVERY PERSON SHOULD BE CAREFUL NOT TO SAY WHAT DAVID SAID, BECAUSE HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SAY TO DOMEH, “IT WAS AN ERROR” (ECCLESIASTES 5:5) AS IT WAS WITH DAVID, WHEN THE CREATOR DEFEATED DOMEH. “WHEREFORE SHOULD GOD BE ANGRY AT THY VOICE” (IBID.), I.E. FOR WHAT YOU HAVE SAID. “DESTROY THE WORK OF THY HANDS” (IBID.) I.E. THE SACRED FLESH, THE HOLY COVENANT, WHICH YOU HAVE BROKEN AND THEREFORE YOU SHOULD BE DRAGGED DOWN TO HELL BY THE ANGEL DOMEH.  THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO RETURN TO THE CREATOR (SEE “THE INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF THE TEN SEFIROT”, §§ 45, 59, 64; THE TALMUD. YOMAH 86:2): 1) RETURN FROM FEAR, WHEN THE INTENTIONAL SINS BECOME UNINTENTIONAL, 2) RETURN FROM LOVE, WHEN THE INTENTIONAL SINS BECOME MERITS. BEFORE THE END OF CORRECTION, THE FORCE OF STERNNESS, RESTRICTION AND JUDGMENT STILL DEEMS NECESSARY IN THE WORLD, AS IT IS WRITTEN (ECCLESIASTES 3:14): “GOD HATH SO MADE IT, THAT MEN SHOULD FEAR BEFORE HIM”. MALCHUT IS OBLIGED TO SUSTAIN THE EXISTENCE OF THE IMPURE FORCES AS NER DAKIK, SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT DISAPPEAR FROM THE WORLD.  THEREFORE, MALCHUT’S CORRECTIONS ARE MADE IN TWO POINTS: MERCY AND STERNNESS. STERNNESS IS CONCEALED, WHILE MERCY ACTS OPENLY. THAT IS WHY THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL IS SO FEARED: IF MAN IS WORTHY – IT IS GOOD, IF NOT – IT IS EVIL (SEE §§ 120 – 124). 
DURING 6000 YEARS, OUR RETURN TO THE CREATOR IS EXCLUSIVELY MOTIVATED BY FEAR
AS A RESULT, OUR INTENTIONAL SINS TURN INTO UNINTENTIONAL RRORS, FALSE STEPS; AND WE RETURN MALCHUT TO ITS PROPERTY OF MERCY. STERNNESS AND JUDGMENT ARE CONCEALED IN IT AS A SMALL CANDLE (SMALL SIN), SINCE MALCHUT IS STILL OBLIGED TO REMAIN IN THE PROPERTY OF FEAR. HENCE THIS IS CALLED “THE RETURN FROM FEAR.” SMALL SIN THAT OUGHT TO REMAIN IS ALSO CALLED AN UNINTENTIONAL SIN, A MISTAKE, BECAUSE IN ITSELF IT IS NOT REGARDED AS A SIN. IT ONLY LEADS MAN TO THE COMMITTING OF UNINTENTIONAL SIN. MAN, INTENTIONALLY SINS ONLY AFTER HAVING FIRST COMMITTED AN UNINTENTIONAL SIN.  THUS, ALTHOUGH THE SMALL SIN REMAINS IN MALCHUT, IT IS NOT REALLY CONSIDERED A SIN. THROUGH THESE, CONCEALED JUDGMENT AND STERNNESS WE COME TO THE INTENTIONAL SINS. THEREFORE, IT IS SAID: “AT THE BEGINNING IT IS LIKE A THIN HAIR”, I.E. LIKE A SMALL SIN. LATER ON, UNLESS WE ADHERE TO OUR COVENANT, IT “BECOMES AS THICK AS A SHAFT”. THIS OCCURS, BECAUSE THE PROPERTY OF STERNNESS, JUDGMENT BECOMES REVEALED IN MALCHUT. IT IS SAID THAT DOMEH STANDS AT THE GATES OF PERDITION, BECAUSE THE POWER OF A SMALL SIN IS ONLY AN ENTRANCE, FOR IT IS SAID THAT IT IS AS THIN AS A SPIDER’S WEB. THEREFORE, OUR RETURN IS CALLED “FORGIVEN SINS”, WHICH TURN INTO UNINTENTIONAL ERRORS. ALL OF THIS IS SAID ABOUT THE RETURN FROM FEAR. THE SECOND KIND IS THE RETURN FROM LOVE, WHEN ALL THE INTENTIONAL SINS TURN INTO MERITS (SEE § 126).  THEREFORE, MAN SHOULD BE CAREFUL NOT TO SAY WHAT DAVID SAID, I.E. HE SHOULD NOT UTTER THE WORD, WHICH CAUSES REVELATION OF STERNNESS IN MALCHUT (THE WAY DAVID DID). HE CANNOT SAY TO DOMEH THAT IT WAS AN ERROR, BECAUSE HE IS NOT SURE HE CAN RETURN TO THE CREATOR AT ONCE, SO THAT HIS SIN WOULD BE FORGIVEN AND MADE UNINTENTIONAL, AS IT WAS WITH DAVID, WHEN THE CREATOR DEFEATED DOMEH.  IT HAPPENED WITH KING DAVID, BECAUSE ALL HIS ACTIONS BEFORE THE CREATOR WERE PURE. HIS ONLY CRIME WAS THE EVENT WITH URIAH. SO, THE CREATOR BECAME HIS SHIELD AND HELPED HIM TO RETURN TO HIM AT ONCE. HIS SIN TURNED INTO AN ERROR, AS IT IS SAID IN “THE ZOHAR” (§ 137): 
UNLESS THE CREATOR HAD HELPED ME, DOMEH WOULD HAVE DRAGGED MY SOUL TO PERDITION
OTHER PEOPLE SHOULD FEAR THIS ANGEL, BECAUSE AN UNINTENTIONAL SIN MAY LEAD THEM TO HELL.  DESTROY THE WORK OF THY HANDS, THE SACRED FLESH, THE HOLY COVENANT, WHICH YOU HAVE BROKEN AND THEREFORE YOU SHOULD BE DRAGGED TO HELL BY THE ANGEL DOMEH. OUR CORRECTION CALLED “THE HOLY COVENANT” IS REGARDED AS “THE WORK OF OUR HANDS”, AS IT IS WRITTEN: “WITHOUT MY FLESH SHALL I SEE GOD” (JOB 19:26) (SEE § 131). AS A RESULT OF REVELATION OF THE PROPERTY OF STERNNESS AND JUDGMENT IN MALCHUT, THE CORRECTION OF THE COVENANT WAS COMPROMISED, AND DOMEH DRAGS THE SOUL TO HELL.  THEREFORE, THE FIRMAMENT PROCLAIMS HIS HANDIWORK (§ 130). AT THE END, OF CORRECTION THE FIRMAMENT WILL PROCLAIM HIS HANDIWORK, BECAUSE ALL THE CORRECTIONS WILL BE REWARDED. IT WILL BECOME CLEAR THAT THIS WAS HIS HANDIWORK AND NOT OURS, AND THE FIRMAMENT PROCLAIMS IT. THE GREAT ZIVUG RAV PAALIM U MEKABTZIEL WILL BE MADE ON THESE CORRECTIONS (SEE § 92). PROCLAIMS REFERS TO THE DESCENDING UPPER LIGHT.  KNOW THAT THIS IS THE ORIGINALITY OF OUR WORLD UNTIL THE END OF CORRECTION AND AFTER IT. BEFORE THE END OF CORRECTION MALCHUT IS CALLED THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, FOR MALCHUT IS THE REVELATION OF THE CREATOR’S RULE OVER THIS WORLD. UNTIL PEOPLE ACHIEVE A STATE WHERE THEY CAN RECEIVE HIS LIGHT (AS HE CONCEIVED IN THE THOUGHT OF CREATION), THE WORLD IS RULED BY GOOD AND EVIL, BY REWARD AND PUNISHMENT. THIS IS BECAUSE OUR “KLEI KABBALAH – DESIRES TO RECEIVE” ARE IMPURE, STAINED BY EGOISM, WHICH (I) PREVENTS THE LIGHT FROM FILLING THESES DESIRES, (II) SEPARATES US FROM THE CREATOR. THE INFINITE GOODNESS, WHICH HE PREPARED FOR US, MAY ONLY BE RECEIVED IN THE ALTRUISTIC DESIRES, BECAUSE THESE DELIGHTS (UNLIKE THE EGOISTIC ONES) ARE NOT LIMITED BY THE CREATION’S BOUNDS.  HENCE IT IS WRITTEN: “THE LORD HATH MADE EVERYTHING FOR HIS OWN PURPOSE” (PROVERBS 16:4). ALL THE DEEDS IN THE WORLD WERE INITIALLY CREATED BY HIM TO ENABLE US TO PLEASE HIM. THEREFORE, THE PEOPLE IN OUR WORLD ARE ENGAGED IN WHAT IS TOTALLY OPPOSITE TO THE PURPOSE OF THEIR CREATION. THE CREATOR CLEARLY STATES THAT HE CREATED THE WORLD FOR HIMSELF: “I HAVE CREATED FOR MY GLORY” (ISAIAH 43:7).  YET WE SAY THE OPPOSITE THINKING THAT THE WORLD WAS CREATED FOR OUR CONSUMPTION, SATISFACTION AND EXALTATION. SO, IT IS NO SURPRISE WE ARE UNWORTHY TO RECEIVE THE CREATOR’S PERFECT BOUNTY. HE RULES OVER US THROUGH GOOD AND EVIL, IN THE FORM OF REWARD AND PUNISHMENT, BECAUSE ONE DEPENDS ON THE OTHER.  WE FEEL HIS RULE AS GOOD AND EVIL, BECAUSE WE CONSTANTLY USE OUR DESIRES (TO RECEIVE PLEASURE) AND THUS BECOME OPPOSITE TO THE CREATOR. MAN CANNOT FEEL THE CREATOR AS THE OBVIOUS SOURCE OF EVIL. THIS WILL UNDERMINE THE CREATED BEINGS’ PERCEPTION OF THE PERFECT CREATOR. THAT IS WHY, WHEN MAN FEELS BAD AND DENIES THE DIVINE PROVIDENCE, A SHROUD FALLS UPON HIM AND HE LOSES THE SENSATION OF THE CREATOR’S EXISTENCE, WHICH IS THE WORST PUNISHMENT IN THE WORLD!  HENCE THE SENSATION OF GOOD AND EVIL IN THE CREATOR’S RULE GIVES US A CONSTANT FEELING OF REWARD AND PUNISHMENT. ALTHOUGH A PERSON FEELS THE EVIL IN THE CREATOR’S RULE, HE MAKES AN EFFORT NOT TO LOSE FAITH IN THE GOOD PURPOSE. BUT IF HE CANNOT BELIEVE THAT THE CREATOR PURPOSEFULLY SENDS HIM UNPLEASANT SENSATIONS, HE LOSES FAITH AND MOVES AWAY FROM HIM.  ALTHOUGH HE HAS DONE, IS DOING AND WILL BE DOING ALL THE ACTIONS IN THE WORLD, IT REMAINS CONCEALED FROM THOSE WHO FEEL GOOD AND EVIL. WHEN THEY FEEL EVIL, THEY ALLOW THE IMPURE FORCE TO CONCEAL THE CREATOR’S RULE AND THE FAITH IN HIM. THUS, MAN RECEIVES THE WORST PUNISHMENT IN THE WORLD – THE SENSATION OF BEING REMOTE FROM THE CREATOR, FILLED WITH DOUBT AND DISAPPOINTMENT. YET WHEN HE RETURNS TO THE CREATOR, HE RECEIVES A REWARD AND CAN BECOME ONE WITH HIM.  THE CREATOR’S RULE BY REWARD AND PUNISHMENT ENABLES US TO ACHIEVE THE END OF CORRECTION, WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE WILL CORRECT THEIR KELIM (DESIRES) AND WILL USE THEM FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE. “THE LORD HATH MADE EVERYTHING FOR HIS OWN PURPOSE”, I.E. OUR BESTOWAL SHOULD BE ABSOLUTE. AND THE GREAT ZIVUG OF ATIK WILL BE MADE, WHEREUPON WE WILL RETURN TO THE CREATOR FROM LOVE. ALL OUR INTENTIONAL SINS WILL TURN TO MERITS, ALL EVIL WILL BECOME INFINITE GOOD, AND THE DIVINE PROVIDENCE WILL BE REVEALED IN THE WHOLE WORLD. ALL SHALL SEE THAT IT IS HIS HANDIWORK AND THERE IS NONE OTHER BESIDE THE CREATOR. AFTER THE SENSATION OF EVIL AND PUNISHMENT TURNS INTO THE ONE OF GOOD AND REWARD, WE TRANSFORM OUR EGOISTICAL DESIRES INTO ALTRUISTIC AND DESERVE TO ATTAIN THE MAKER. WE CONFORM TO HIS HANDIWORK BY BLESSING AND ELEVATING HIM ABOVE ALL EVIL AND ALL PUNISHMENTS. THE WORDS THE FIRMAMENT PROCLAIMS HIS HANDIWORK REFER TO THE GREAT ZIVUG: ALL THE ACTIONS ARE PERFORMED BY HIM. HE HAS DONE, IS DOING AND WILL BE DOING EVERYTHING IN THE CREATION. 139. BECAUSE OF THIS, “THE FIRMAMENT PROCLAIMS HIS HANDIWORK”. THESE ARE THE FRIENDS WHO HAVE JOINED THE BRIDE (MALCHUT) BY STUDYING THE TORAH DURING THE NIGHT OF SHAVUOT. ALL OF THEM ARE THE CUSTODIANS OF HER COVENANT, WHO ARE CALLED “HIS HANDIWORK”. SHE PRAISES AND REGISTERS EACH AND EVERY ONE OF THEM. WHAT IS THE FIRMAMENT? IT IS WHERE THE SUN, MOON AND STARS AND SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC ARE LOCATED. THE FIRMAMENT IS CALLED THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE. IT ANNOUNCES AND INSCRIBES THEM, SO THAT THEY CAN BE THE SONS OF HIS OWN PALACE, AND HE ALWAYS FULFILLS THEIR DESIRES.  YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, ON WHICH ZIVUG IS MADE FOR THE REVELATION OF ALL THE LEVELS – THE SUN, MOON, STARS AND THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC, IS REFERRED TO AS THE FIRMAMENT. EVERYTHING EXISTS, BECAUSE IT MAKES A ZIVUG WITH NUKVAH, WHICH IS CALLED THE EARTH. YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN GIVES NUKVA ALL OF THESE HEAVENLY BODIES, WHICH SHINE UPON HER. BUT IT TURNS OUT THAT MALCHUT IS SMALLER THAN THE SUN (ZA). AT THE END, OF CORRECTION THE MOONLIGHT WILL BE AS THE SUNLIGHT, AND THE SUNLIGHT WILL BE 70 TIMES MORE POWERFUL THAN BEFORE. MALCHUT WILL BE THE SIZE OF ZEIR ANPIN DURING THE 6 DAYS OF THE CREATION. WHEN WILL IT BE? RABBI YEHUDA SAYS: ON THE DAY, WHEN DEATH DISAPPEARS FOREVER, THE CREATOR AND HIS NAME WILL BE ONE. THE FIRMAMENT (ZA) IS THE HAVAYAH, WHICH IS CALLED THE SUN. MALCHUT (NUKVAH) RECEIVES FROM IT AND IS CALLED THE MOON. DURING 6000 YEARS MALCHUT RECEIVES THE LIGHT FROM THE 6 DAYS OF THE CREATION, BUT ZEIR ANPIN DOES NOT REVEAL THAT CREATOR AND HIS NAME ARE ONE; HENCE THE MOON IS SMALLER THAN THE SUN. THIS IS BECAUSE MALCHUT CONSISTS OF GOOD AND EVIL, OF REWARD AND PUNISHMENT.  THERE IS A CONSIDERABLE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN “HIM” AND “HIS NAME.” HIS NAME IS MALCHUT, IN WHICH ALL ZIVUGIM ARE ACCUMULATED ONE BY ONE, ALL THE STATES OF MERGING AND SEPARATION. AT THE END OF CORRECTION, AT THE TIME OF WHICH IT IS SAID “WHEN DEATH DISAPPEARS FOREVER”, “THE HAVAYAH AND HIS NAME WILL BE ONE.” THE NAME (MALCHUT) WILL BE LIKE THE LIGHT OF ZEIR ANPIN, I.E. GOOD WITHOUT EVIL. THE INDIVIDUAL PROVIDENCE WILL BE REVEALED AND THE MOONLIGHT WILL BE EQUAL TO THE SUNLIGHT. THEREFORE, AT THIS TIME (IN THIS STATE), NUKVAH IS CALLED THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE, IN WHICH ALL HUMAN DEEDS ARE INSCRIBED. YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN IS CALLED REMEMBRANCE, BECAUSE IT REGISTERS ALL THE ACTIONS OF THE ENTIRE WORLD. IT STUDIES AND ANALYZES ALL THE CREATED BEINGS, WHICH RECEIVE THE LIGHT FROM IT. DURING 6000 YEARS OF CORRECTION THE BOOK AND REMEMBRANCE EXIST SOMETIMES TOGETHER AND SOMETIMES SEPARATELY. BUT AT THE END OF CORRECTION THESE TWO LEVELS MERGE INTO ONE AND MALCHUT IS CALLED “THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE”, BECAUSE ZA AND MALCHUT FORM A SINGLE WHOLE; THE LIGHT OF MALCHUT EQUALS THE LIGHT OF ZA.  THEREFORE, THE FIRMAMENT IS A PLACE, WHERE THE SUN, MOON STARS AND THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC ARE LOCATED. THE FIRMAMENT (YESOD OF ZA) EMANATES ALL THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD AND SUSTAINS ALL EXISTENCE. IT PASSES THE LIGHT ON TO MALCHUT, WHEN IT IS SMALL AND WHEN THE STATE “HE AND HIS NAME ARE ONE” IS NOT YET ACHIEVED. AT THE END, OF CORRECTION IT WILL BE EXACTLY LIKE MALCHUT CORRESPONDINGLY CALLED THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE. SO, WHEN MALCHUT RECEIVES ALL THE PROPERTIES OF ZEIR ANPIN (THE FIRMAMENT CALLED REMEMBRANCE), IT BECOMES THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE AND THE FIRMAMENT WILL BE ONE WITH IT. 140. “DAY TO DAY BRINGS OMER – A SHEAF” IS AN ALLUSION TO THE SACRED DAY THAT BELONGS TO THOSE SUPERNAL DAYS (SEFIROT) OF THE KING (ZEIR ANPIN). IT PRAISES THE FRIENDS, WHO STUDY THE TORAH DURING THE NIGHT OF SHAVUOT. THEY SAY TO EACH OTHER THE SAME WORDS THAT ARE WRITTEN, “DAY TO DAY BRINGS A SHEAF”, THEREBY PRAISING HIM. THE WORDS “AND NIGHT TO NIGHT” REFER TO THE LEVELS, THE SEFIROT OF MALCHUT THAT GOVERN THE NIGHT, PRAISE ONE ANOTHER WITH THE KNOWLEDGE THAT EACH RECEIVES FROM A FRIEND, FROM ANOTHER SEFIRA. THIS STATE OF COMPLETE PERFECTION MAKES THEM LOVING FRIENDS.  HAVING EXPLAINED THAT THE FIRMAMENT PROCLAIMS HIS HANDIWORK IS THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE, “THE ZOHAR” CONTINUES ANALYZING THAT, WHICH IS WRITTEN IN THE SAME BOOK OF MALACHI (3:14): “YE HAVE SAID: ‘IT IS VAIN TO SERVE GOD; AND WHAT PROFIT IS IT THAT WE HAVE KEPT HIS CHARGE, AND THAT WE HAVE WALKED MOURNFULLY BECAUSE OF THE LORD OF HOSTS? AND NOW WE CALL THE PROUD HAPPY; YEA, THEY THAT WORK WICKEDNESS ARE BUILT UP; YEA, THEY TRY GOD, AND ARE DELIVERED’. THEN THEY THAT FEARED THE LORD SPOKE ONE WITH ANOTHER; AND THE LORD HEARKENED, AND HEARD, AND A BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE WAS WRITTEN BEFORE HIM, FOR THEM THAT FEARED THE LORD, AND THAT THOUGHT UPON HIS (HOLY) NAME. AND THEY SHALL BE MINE, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, IN THE DAY THAT I DO MAKE, AND I WILL SPARE THEM AS A MAN SPARETH HIS OWN SON THAT SERVETH HIM, ON THE DAY WHEN I MAKE A MIRACLE, ON THE DAY OF THE END OF CORRECTION”. BEFORE THE END OF CORRECTION, I.E. BEFORE WE PREPARE OUR DESIRES SO AS TO RECEIVE ONLY FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE, MALCHUT IS CALLED THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, FOR MALCHUT IS THE RULE, WHICH CORRESPONDS TO MAN’S DEEDS. INASMUCH AS WE ARE NOT YET READY TO RECEIVE ALL THE DELIGHT THAT THE CREATOR PREPARED FOR US IN HIS THOUGHT OF CREATION, WE ARE OBLIGED TO BE GOVERNED BY MALCHUT WITH ITS GOOD AND EVIL. JUST THIS RULE PREPARES US FOR THE CORRECTION OF OUR DESIRES TO RECEIVE (KELIM DE KABBALAH) INTO THE DESIRES OF BESTOWAL (KELIM DE ASHPA’AH), THUS REACHING THE DELIGHT HE CONCEIVED TO BESTOW UPON US.  AS WAS PREVIOUSLY STATED, THE SENSATION OF GOOD AND EVIL CREATES IN US THE FEELING OF REWARD AND PUNISHMENT. WHEN MAN TRIES TO RETAIN HIS FAITH IN THE CREATOR WHILE FEELING EVIL AND CAN CONTINUE OBSERVING THE TORAH AND COMMANDMENTS AS HE DID BEFORE, HE DESERVES A REWARD. IN CASE HE CANNOT STAND THIS TEST AND MOVES AWAY FROM THE CREATOR, HE IS THEN FILLED WITH DOUBT OR STOPS BELIEVING ALTOGETHER THAT THE CREATOR GOVERNS THE WORLD. OR HE FEELS RESENTMENT TOWARDS THE CREATOR IN RESPONSE TO UNPLEASANT SENSATIONS. THE CREATOR PUNISHES FOR ALL THOUGHTS AS HE DOES FOR ALL ACTIONS (THE TALMUD. KIDUSHIM 40:1).  IT IS ALSO SAID THAT RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NO HELP TO THE RIGHTEOUS MAN ON THE DAY OF HIS SIN. BUT SOMETIMES MAN’S DOUBTS ARE SO OVERPOWERING THAT HE EVEN REGRETS THE GOOD DEEDS HE DID IN THE PAST AND SAYS: “YE HAVE SAID: 'IT IS VAIN TO SERVE GOD; AND WHAT PROFIT IS IT THAT WE HAVE KEPT HIS CHARGE, AND THAT WE HAVE WALKED MOURNFULLY BECAUSE OF THE LORD OF HOSTS?’” (MALACHI 3:14). HE BECOMES A COMPLETE SINNER, WHO FEELS SORRY ABOUT HIS RIGHTEOUS PAST (COMPLAINING THAT HE WASTED TIME AND EFFORT INSTEAD OF ENJOYING THE WORLD LIKE THE OTHERS!) AND HIS SORROW AND DOUBTS WIPE OUT ALL HIS GOOD DEEDS. THE TORAH WARNS US: “RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NO HELP TO THE RIGHTEOUS MAN ON THE DAY OF HIS SIN.” BUT EVEN FROM THIS STATE MAN CAN RETURN TO THE CREATOR. YET HE IS CONSIDERED TO BE BEGINNING ON HIS PATH, AS THOUGH HE HAS JUST BEEN BORN, BECAUSE ALL HIS GOOD DEEDS OF THE PAST ARE GONE. ONE SHOULD NOT TAKE THE AFORESAID LITERALLY EVEN IN ITS SPIRITUAL CONTEXT, SINCE HE WHO WORKS IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE WHOLE-HEARTED ALTRUISTIC ACTIONS WILL EXPERIENCE FALLS AND RISES, BECOMES FILLED WITH DOUBTS, AND TRIES TO OVERCOME THEM. SUCH A PERSON BELIEVES THAT EACH TIME, HE STARTS FROM THE BEGINNING, THAT HE UNDERSTANDS NO MORE THAN A NEWLY-BORN BABY. WHEREAS A PERSON WHO WORKS IN HIS EGOISTICAL DESIRES IS CONSTANTLY FILLED WITH SELF-ESTEEM AND ADDS EVERY NEW DAY TO THE PREVIOUS ONE. NOTHING SEEMS TO DISAPPEAR. THIS IS WHAT MAKES HIS SPIRITUAL GROWTH IMPOSSIBLE. ONLY THE ONE WHO REALLY ASCENDS THE SPIRITUAL LEVELS FEELS LIKE A NEW-BORN BABY BEFORE HIS CREATOR. AS HE ASCENDS FROM ONE LEVEL TO ANOTHER, THE PREVIOUS STATE ALWAYS DISAPPEARS. UNTIL MAN ACHIEVES A HIGHER LEVEL, HE IS IN TOTAL DARKNESS AND FEELS THAT HE STARTS ALL OVER AGAIN. THE DIVINE PROVIDENCE, WHICH RULES OVER US THROUGH GOOD AND EVIL, CAUSES US TO RISE AND FALL, EVERYONE IN HIS OWN WAY…EACH RISE IS CONSIDERED A SEPARATE DAY (THE SENSATION OF THE LIGHT). AS A RESULT OF THE BIG FALL, I.E. REGRETTING THE PREVIOUS GOOD DEEDS, WHICH ARE CALLED “TOEH AL HA-RISHONOT”, MAN FEELS AS A NEW-BORN DURING HIS ASCENT. THEREFORE, MAN BEGINS EACH ASCENT AS IF HE COMMENCES ON HIS WAY TO THE CREATOR ALL ANEW. SO, EVERY ASCENT IS REGARDED AS A SEPARATE DAY, BECAUSE THERE IS A NIGHT BETWEEN THESE STATES. HENCE EACH FALL IS CONSIDERED A SEPARATE NIGHT.  THIS IS WHAT “THE ZOHAR” TELLS US: DAY TO DAY SHALL BRING A SHEAF – IN EVERY ASCENT WE APPROACH THE CREATOR’S DAY (THE END OF CORRECTION). 
HE PRAISED THE FRIENDS AND THEY SAID TO EACH OTHER
THIS IS BECAUSE, AS A RESULT OF THE GREAT ZIVUG AT THE END OF CORRECTION, ALL OF THEM WILL BE WORTHY OF RETURNING TO THE CREATOR FROM LOVE. THE DESIRE “TO RECEIVE” WILL BE COMPLETELY CORRECTED AND THEY WILL ONLY RECEIVE FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR, IN ORDER TO PLEASE HIM. IN THIS GREAT ZIVUG WE WILL REVEAL ALL THE SUPREME GOODNESS AND DELIGHT OF THE THOUGHT OF CREATION. WE WILL THEN SEE WITH OUR OWN EYES THAT ALL THESE PUNISHMENTS THAT WE FEEL DURING FALLS PURIFIED AND CORRECTED US. THEY ENABLE US NOW TO RECEIVE AND FEEL THE CREATOR’S GOODNESS AT THE END OF CORRECTION.  HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE TERRIBLE SUFFERINGS AND PUNISHMENTS, WE WOULD HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO ACHIEVE THE SENSATION OF PERFECT DELIGHT. THEREFORE, THESE INTENTIONAL SINS TURN INTO MERITS, AS IT IS SAID: DAY TO DAY SHALL BRING A SHEAF – EVERY ASCENT UP TO THE END OF CORRECTION IS LIKE A SEPARATE DAY IN MALCHUT.  THIS DAY IS REVEALED BY THE WORD, WHICH SUPPORTS THE TORAH IN ALL ITS GREATNESS. WHAT IS THIS WORD? “YE HAVE SAID: 'IT IS VAIN TO SERVE GOD; AND WHAT PROFIT IS IT THAT WE HAVE KEPT HIS CHARGE, AND THAT WE HAVE WALKED MOURNFULLY BECAUSE OF THE LORD OF HOSTS?’”  THESE WORDS BROUGHT PENALTIES THAT NOW TURNED INTO MERITS, BECAUSE THEY CAN REVEAL ALL THE PERFECTION AND MAGNIFICENCE OF THAT GREAT DAY THANKS TO THE PREVIOUS PUNISHMENTS. SO NOW THOSE, WHO UTTERED THESE WORDS, FEAR THE CREATOR AND PRAISE HIM. THESE WORDS WERE SAID BY THOSE WHO MADE EFFORTS TO ADVANCE ON THE TRUE PATH, AND FELT DISAPPOINTED AS A RESULT OF RECEIVING UNCORRECTED EGOISM OF THE HIGHER LEVEL. IN OTHER WORDS, DISAPPOINTMENT ONLY COMES TO THE PEOPLE, WHO TRULY WORK FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR.  HENCE IT IS SAID ABOUT THEM: “SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, IN THE DAY THAT I DO MAKE, EVEN MINE OWN TREASURE; AND I WILL SPARE THEM, AS A MAN SPARETH HIS OWN SON THAT SERVETH HIM”. ALL THE NIGHTS: FALLS, SUFFERINGS AND PUNISHMENTS THAT SEVER THEIR CONNECTION WITH THE CREATOR, NOW TURN INTO MERITS AND GOOD DEEDS. NIGHT TURNS INTO DAY, DARKNESS BECOMES LIGHT AND ALL THE 6000 YEARS BECOME ONE GREAT DAY. ALL ZIVUGIM THAT WERE MADE ONE AFTER ANOTHER AND THAT REVEALED THE RISES AND CONSECUTIVE LEVELS NOW GATHERED INTO ONE LEVEL OF ONE GREAT ZIVUG – THE UNITY SHINING FROM END TO END. HENCE IT IS WRITTEN: DAY TO DAY SHALL BRING A SHEAF, I.E. THE INTERVALS BETWEEN DAYS TURN INTO MERITS. EVERYTHING BECOMES THE CREATOR’S ONE GLORIOUS DAY!  THE WORDS “NIGHT TO NIGHT” REFER TO ALL THE LEVELS RULING AT NIGHT. THEY PRAISE ONE ANOTHER AND EACH ONE RECEIVES EVERYTHING THAT MAN FEELS AS SUFFERING IN THE STATE OF FALL, WHICH IS CALLED NIGHT. AS A RESULT OF SUCH SENSATIONS, INTERVALS ARE FORMED BETWEEN THE SENSATIONS OF A DAY. EACH LEVEL IS THUS SEPARATED FROM ANOTHER; A NIGHT IS AN ASPIRATION TO ATTAIN THE CREATOR. ALL THE NIGHTS ARE FULL OF DARKNESS. BUT NOW ALL THE NIGHTS GATHER AND FORM ONE VESSEL OF RECEPTION OF THE SUPERNAL WISDOM. IT FILLS THE EARTH WITH THE CREATOR’S KNOWLEDGE AND NIGHTS SHINE LIKE DAYS.  THIS IS BECAUSE EVERY NIGHT RECEIVES ITS OWN PART OF KNOWLEDGE STRICTLY AS A RESULT OF JOINING WITH THE OTHER NIGHTS. THUS, EACH NIGHT IS SAID TO HELP THE OTHER NIGHTS IN THE KNOWLEDGE, I.E. MAN IS READY TO RECEIVE THE KNOWLEDGE ONLY IF HE JOINS WITH THE OTHER NIGHTS. SINCE NIGHT IS A FEELING OF LACK OF KNOWLEDGE, ATTAINMENT AND SENSATION OF THE CREATOR, BY THEIR JOINING TOGETHER, NIGHTS FORM A PERFECT VESSEL OF RECEPTION OF THE CREATOR’S KNOWLEDGE. AND THEY PRAISE ONE ANOTHER, BECAUSE EACH ONE RECEIVED HIS PART OF THE KNOWLEDGE THANKS TO HIS FRIEND, BY JOINING WITH HIM. ONLY IN UNITY CAN THEY RECEIVE THE SUPERNAL KNOWLEDGE. HENCE IT IS SAID THAT THROUGH PERFECTION ACHIEVED BY ALL, THE NIGHTS BECAME LOVING FRIENDS.  141. HE SPEAKS OF THOSE, WHO DO NOT OBEY THE CREATOR AND HE DOES NOT WISH TO HEAR THEM. BUT THEY MADE LINES THROUGH ALL THE EARTH, I.E. THESE THINGS MAKE A LINE BETWEEN THE INHABITANTS OF ABOVE AND THE INHABITANTS OF BELOW. FROM THESE WORDS THE HEAVENS ARE FORMED, AND FROM THESE WORDS THE EARTH IS MOLDED. AND IF YOU SHOULD SAY THAT THEY WANDER AROUND THE WORLD IN ONE PLACE, THE VERSE STATES THAT THEY ARE TO THE END OF THE WORLD. UP TO NOW WE HAVE DISCUSSED THE MOST TERRIBLE PUNISHMENTS AND SUFFERINGS IN THE WORLD – REMOTENESS FROM THE CREATOR AND LOSS OF FAITH IN HIM. BESIDES, ACCORDING TO “THE ZOHAR”, ALL THE PLAGUES IN THE WORLD, ALL THE SUFFERINGS BECOME INCLUDED INTO ONE GREAT ZIVUG, AS IT IS WRITTEN: “AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT AS THE LORD REJOICED OVER YOU TO DO YOU GOOD, AND TO MULTIPLY YOU; SO THE LORD WILL REJOICE OVER YOU TO CAUSE YOU TO PERISH, AND TO DESTROY YOU” (THE TORAH 28:63) ALL WILL GATHER AND BECOME ONE GREAT LIGHT AND EVERYTHING WILL BE FILLED WITH JOY AND HAPPINESS. THEREFORE, IT IS SAID THAT THERE ARE NO SHEAFS AND NO THINGS IN THE OTHER WORDS OF THE WORLD, WHICH ARE MAN’S SUFFERINGS IN THIS WORLD. THEY WILL TURN INTO JOY AND HAPPINESS, AND THE HOLY KING SHALL WISH TO HEAR THEM. SO, ALL THE SUFFERINGS OF THE 6000 YEARS WILL GATHER AND TURN INTO ENORMOUS DELIGHT, AS THE PROPHET SAID: “IN THOSE DAYS, AND IN THAT TIME, SAITH THE LORD, THE INIQUITY OF ISRAEL SHALL BE SOUGHT FOR, AND THERE SHALL BE NONE” (JEREMIAH 50:20).  EVERYTHING WILL TURN INTO MERITS, SO THAT THEY WILL ASK AND SEARCH “FOR THE PAST SINS THAT CAN BE INCLUDED IN ZIVUG AND WHICH CAN BE LAUGHED AT, FOR THEY WERE FELT AS SUFFERINGS AND NOW THEY ARE JOY AND HAPPINESS.” BUT THEY WILL NOT FIND ANY. THERE WILL BE NO MORE SUFFERINGS AS THEY WERE IN THE PAST, ALTHOUGH THEY WOULD BE SOUGHT AFTER, BECAUSE NOW ALL THE SUFFERINGS TURN INTO THE GREAT LIGHT.  THIS HIGH LEVEL CREATED BY THE GREAT ZIVUG FROM ALL THE SOULS AND ALL THE DEEDS, GOOD AND EVIL, IS NOW DEFINED AS A PILLAR OF LIGHT, WHICH SHINES FROM ONE END OF THE WORLD TO THE OTHER. THIS IS THE PERFECT UNITY, AS SAID BY THE PROPHET: “AND THE LORD SHALL BE KING OVER ALL THE EARTH; IN THAT DAY SHALL THE LORD BE ONE, AND HIS NAME ONE”. ALL THE SENSES WILL GRASP THE CREATOR’S COMPLETE AND PERFECT NAME “THE INFINITELY GOOD ONE.” SINCE THIS HIGHEST LEVEL IS ACHIEVED AS A RESULT OF BRINGING TOGETHER ALL THE SUFFERINGS AND PUNISHMENTS, IT FILLS THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE WITH THE LIGHT, INCLUDING THE EARTH. HOWEVER, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE SUFFERINGS OF WHICH “THE ZOHAR” SPEAKS HERE ARE NOT THE SUFFERINGS OF THE BODY INSUFFICIENTLY FILLED WITH PLEASURES. THESE ARE THE SUFFERINGS CAUSED BY THE REMOTENESS FROM THE CREATOR! BUT IF SUFFERINGS ARE SO USEFUL, THEN WHY IS IT WRITTEN “NOT THEM AND NOT THE REWARD FOR THEM”? THE SUFFERINGS ARE NECESSARY BECAUSE THEY ARE CORRECTIONS. BUT THE REAL SUFFERINGS, FOR WHICH MAN CAN RECEIVE THE LEVEL OF THE END OF CORRECTION, ARE CAUSED BY MOVING AWAY FROM THE TORAH AND COMMANDMENTS, WHICH GRIEVES THE CREATOR. 
THE SHECHINA SUFFERS
BECAUSE, WHILE SUFFERING IN HIS HEART, MAN SPEAKS BADLY OF HER AGAINST HIS WILL. THIS IS A DISGRACE FOR SHECHINA, BECAUSE MAN IS UNWILLING TO ENDURE AND REACH THE END OF CORRECTION. THE TORAH TELLS HIM TO BE PATIENT AND BE GUIDED BY FAITH ABOVE REASON. MAN SHOULD SELFLESSLY BELIEVE THAT THESE SUFFERINGS ARE THE CORRECTIONS HE IS OBLIGED TO GO THROUGH.  MAN’S SOUL IS ALSO A PARTZUF CONSISTING OF THE TEN SEFIROT. IN ITS INITIAL, UNDEVELOPED STATE, THE SOUL IS DEFINED AS A POINT, AS A POTENTIAL FUTURE SPIRITUAL BODY. IF MAN WORKS ON HIMSELF, HE GRADUALLY ACQUIRES A SCREEN ON THIS POINT AND MAKES A ZIVUG ON IT. HE PUSHES AWAY ALL THE PLEASURES FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR AND RECEIVES THE LIGHT INSIDE THIS POINT. THIS WAY MAN “ENLARGES” IT TO THE SIZE OF A PARTZUF AND TRANSFORMS THE POINT INTO THE BODY, INTO THE NEWLY-BORN PARTZUF.  HE THEN DEVELOPS HIS SCREEN, GRADUALLY PASSING FROM THE SMALL STATE INTO THE BIG ONE, UNTIL HE RECEIVES ALL THE LIGHT INSIDE HIS SPIRITUAL BODY. THIS STATE IS CALLED THE END OF THE INDIVIDUAL CORRECTION. WHEN ALL SUCH INDIVIDUAL CORRECTIONS MERGE INTO ONE, THE GENERAL CORRECTION OF THE ENTIRE WORLD (I.E. OF MALCHUT) WILL TAKE PLACE. MALCHUT IS A PARTZUF THAT CONSISTS OF SEPARATE SOULS. EACH SOUL, THE PARTZUF OF EACH SOUL, IS A PART OF MALCHUT. MALCHUT IS A COLLECTION OF ALL THE PARTZUFIM THAT ARE TO BE MADE BY PEOPLE. TO MAKE A PARTZUF IS TO ACQUIRE A SCREEN AND BECOME FILLED WITH THE LIGHT.  THE WORDS THE INHABITANTS OF ABOVE AND THE INHABITANTS OF BELOW REFER TO THE ORDER OF TIMES IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, WHICH IS DIFFERENT FROM OURS. WHEN THE CREATOR WISHED TO CREATE THE WORLD, HE INSTANTLY CREATED EVERYTHING: ALL THE SOULS FILLED WITH THE LIGHT IN THE STATE OF ABSOLUTE PERFECTION CALLED THE END OF CORRECTION, WHERE ALL THE CREATED BEINGS RECEIVE HIS INFINITE DELIGHT. THIS ULTIMATE STATE WAS BORN WITH THE CREATOR’S FIRST THOUGHT TO CREATE THE WORLD. IT EXISTS IN ITS FINAL FORM FROM THE VERY FIRST MOMENT, BECAUSE THE FUTURE, PRESENT AND PAST ARE MERGED IN THE CREATOR. ALL HUMAN PROGRESS IS NECESSARY TO ENABLE US TO IMAGINE THAT THE FOLLOWING IS POSSIBLE: 1. CHANGE OF TIME: ITS PROLONGATION AD INFINITUM, I.E. WHEN TIME STOPS AND THE PRESENT MERGES WITH THE PAST AND THE FUTURE; WHEN TIME REVERSES ITS COURSE OR DISAPPEARS. YET TIME IS THE ONLY THING THAT PROVIDES US WITH THE SENSATION OF EXISTENCE. BY “SWITCHING OFF” TIME, WE LOSE THE SENSATION OF EXISTENCE! 2. TRANSFORMATION OF SPACE: STRETCHING AND CONTRACTING OF SPACE INTO A POINT; SPACE TAKING OTHER FORMS, DIMENSIONS; INFINITY AND A TOTAL ABSENCE OF PLACE. I REFERRED TO THESE ISSUES IN MY PREVIOUS BOOKS AND WOULD NOT LIKE TO DIGRESS FROM THE TEXT OF “THE ZOHAR”. HOWEVER, WE SHOULD REMEMBER THAT THE NOTIONS OF TIME AND SPACE ARE NON-EXISTENT IN THE CREATOR. IT CAN HELP US TO UNDERSTAND OUR TRUE STATE, NOT THE ONE WE FEEL NOW. IN ACTUAL FACT, WE ARE TOTALLY DIFFERENT FROM WHAT WE THINK OF OURSELVES AT THE MOMENT. WE FEEL THIS WAY BECAUSE OUR SENSATIONS ARE DISTORTED BY OUR OWN EGOISM THAT PERMEATES OUR SENSES AND IMPREGNATES OUR BODIES.  THEREFORE, ALL THAT IS DESCRIBED IN THE TORAH STRICTLY REFERS TO THE SPIRITUAL REALM. THIS INFORMATION TRANSCENDS TIME, BECAUSE TIME EXISTS ONLY IN THE PERCEPTION OF THOSE WHO ARE STILL CONFINED TO THEIR EGOISTICAL KELIM (DESIRES). FROM THIS WE CAN UNDERSTAND WHAT IS SAID IN THE TORAH: “THE CREATOR LET ADAM AND MOSES SEE ALL GENERATIONS” (THE TALMUD. SANHEDRIN 38:2). IF THE DESCRIBED ABOVE EXISTED LONG BEFORE THE CREATION OF HUMAN GENERATIONS, HOW CAN THE CREATOR SHOW THEM TO ADAM AND MOSES? IT IS POSSIBLE, BECAUSE ALL THE SOULS WITH ALL THEIR DESTINIES FROM THE MOMENT OF THEIR CREATION TO THE END OF THEIR CORRECTION EMERGED BEFORE THE CREATOR IN THEIR COMPLETENESS AND THEY ARE IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN. FROM THAT LEVEL, THEY DESCEND INTO THE BODIES OF OUR WORLD, EACH AT ITS OWN “TIME”. THERE, ABOVE, THE CREATOR SHOWED THEM TO ADAM, MOSES AND ALL THE OTHERS WHO WERE WORTHY OF IT. HOWEVER, THIS IS A DIFFICULT NOTION, AND NOT EVERY MIND IS READY TO GRASP IT.  “THE ZOHAR” SAYS: “THE WAY THE SIX SEFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN BECOME ONE ABOVE CHAZEH OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHERE THEY ARE FREE FROM KLIPOT, MALCHUT MERGES INTO ONE WITH ZEIR ANPIN BELOW ITS CHAZEH TO FORM UNITY BELOW AS IT IS ABOVE. THIS IS BECAUSE THE CREATOR (ZEIR ANPIN) IS ONE ABOVE. MALCHUT BECOMES ONE TO BE ABLE TO MERGE WITH ZA. THIS IS THE SECRET OF UNITY EXPRESSED IN THE WORDS: “HE AND HIS NAME ARE ONE,” BECAUSE “HE” (ZA) AND “HIS NAME” (MALCHUT) ARE MERGED WITH ONE ANOTHER.  THE LEVEL THAT IS BORN AT THE END OF CORRECTION IN THE STATE OF “HE AND HIS NAME ARE ONE” ALREADY EXISTS ABOVE AS A SUM OF ALL THE 600,000 SOULS AND DEEDS “DURING” 6000 LEVELS (“YEARS”) IN THE WORLD. THEY WILL EMERGE BEFORE THE END OF CORRECTION, BUT THEY EXIST IN THEIR ETERNAL FORM ABOVE, WHERE THE FUTURE EXISTS AS THE PRESENT. SO, THE PILLAR OF LIGHT, WHICH WILL SHINE UPON THE WORLD FROM ONE END TO THE OTHER AT THE END OF CORRECTION, ALREADY EXISTS IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN. IT SHINES THERE THE WAY IT WILL BE REVEALED TO US IN THE FUTURE. THE TWO LEVELS WILL SHINE AT THE END OF CORRECTION AND “HE AND HIS NAME WILL BE ONE”. THERE WILL BE A PILLAR (LINE) SHINING FROM THE INHABITANTS OF ABOVE (I.E. THE SOULS IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN) AND FROM THE INHABITANTS OF BELOW (I.E. THE SOULS CLOTHED IN THE BODIES OF OUR WORLD). “ONE RECEIVES ONE”, THESE TWO LEVELS SHINE TOGETHER AND REVEAL THE CREATOR’S UNITY, AS IT IS SAID THAT ON THAT DAY “HE AND HIS NAME WILL BE ONE”.  FROM THE AFORESAID ONE CAN ASSUME THAT THE PILLAR OF LIGHT THAT SHINES IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN DESCENDS TO OUR WORLD AND SHINES IN IT. BUT THIS IS NOT SO. 
THE FIRMAMENTS ARE MADE FROM THEM
BECAUSE THIS LEVEL MAKES A ZIVUG ON YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN (CALLED FIRMAMENT). THEREFORE, ALL ZIVUGIM, WHICH ASCEND ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT ARE REFERRED TO AS THE HEAVENS. THE LEVEL, WHICH RECEIVES FROM THE FIRMAMENT, IS CALLED THE EARTH.  WHEN THE LINE (PILLAR) OF LIGHT UNITES THE INHABITANTS OF ABOVE AND THE INHABITANTS OF BELOW (THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE SUPERNAL GARDEN OF EDEN AND THE INHABITANTS OF THIS WORLD), THE INHABITANTS OF THE SUPERNAL GARDEN OF EDEN RECEIVE THE FIRMAMENT FROM A ZIVUG ABOVE. WHAT THEY RECEIVE IS CALLED THE NEW HEAVENS FOR THE INHABITANTS OF ABOVE. ONLY A SMALL LUMINESCENCE CALLED THE NEW EARTH DESCENDS BELOW THE FIRMAMENT TO THE INHABITANTS OF BELOW. THIS IS WHAT “THE ZOHAR” SAYS: “FROM THESE THE FIRMAMENTS ARE MADE, AND FROM THESE THE EARTH IS MADE.” ALTHOUGH IN THIS GREAT ZIVUG, ALL THAT OCCURS ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT (ZIVUG) SPREADS TO THE EARTH BELOW THE LINE OF ZIVUG, ONE SHOULD NOT THINK THAT THIS ZIVUG (LIKE ALL THE PREVIOUS ONES) IS JUST A THIN LINE OF THE LIGHT. THIS IS NOT THE LIMITED INNER PLACE (ISRAEL), AS IT IS WRITTEN AT THE BEGINNING OF CREATION: “LET THE WATERS UNDER THE HEAVEN BE GATHERED TOGETHER UNTO ONE PLACE.” BUT THE LIGHT OF THIS ZIVUG WHIRLS AROUND THE WORLD AND FILLS IT. THIS LIGHT REACHES EVEN THE OUTER PARTS OF THE WORLDS (“THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD”), AS IT IS WRITTEN BY THE PROPHET: “THE EARTH SHALL BE FULL OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD” (ISAIAH 11:9).  142. BECAUSE THE HEAVENS ARE FORMED BY THEM, WHO RESIDES THERE? HE REPEATED, “IN THEM HE SET A TENT FOR THE SUN. THIS IS THE HOLY SUN, WHICH IS CALLED ZEIR ANPIN, AND IT RESIDES THERE AND IS CROWNED WITH THEM”. 143. SINCE ZEIR ANPIN RESIDES IN THOSE HEAVENS AND CROWNS HIMSELF WITH THEM, HE IS AS A BRIDEGROOM COMING OUT OF HIS CHAMBER (BRIDAL CANOPY). HE IS HAPPY AND RUNS ALONG THESE HEAVENS. THEN, HE LEAVES THEM AND ENTERS INTO ANOTHER TOWER AT A DIFFERENT PLACE. HE COMES FROM ONE END OF THE HEAVENS, FROM THE UPPER WORLD, I.E. FROM BINA. WHAT IS HIS CIRCUIT? IT IS THE EXTREMITY OF THE HEAVENS DOWN BELOW, I.E. MALCHUT, WHICH IS THE CIRCUIT OF THE YEAR THAT REVOLVES AROUND ALL THE ENDS. IT IS ATTACHED TO THE HEAVENS AND EXTENDS FROM THERE TO THIS FIRMAMENT.  “THE ZOHAR” SPEAKS ABOUT THE GREAT SECRET OF THE SUN’S COMING OUT OF ITS HIDING. IT IS WORTH POINTING OUT THAT THE KABBALISTS OFTEN USE THE WORD “SECRET” ONLY TO EXPLAIN AND REVEAL THE MYSTERY IN THE PASSAGES THAT FOLLOW. THE READER SHOULD NEVERTHELESS UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE NO MYSTERIES IN THE WORLD. MAN ATTAINS EVERYTHING ON HIS LEVEL. EVEN IN OUR WORLD, IN THE PROCESS OF HIS DEVELOPMENT, MAN APPREHENDS NEW NOTIONS ON EVERY LEVEL. WHATEVER HE THOUGHT TO BE A MYSTERY THE DAY BEFORE BECOMES CLEAR AND OBVIOUS TODAY. THE SAME IS TRUE ABOUT THE SPIRITUAL ATTAINMENTS. KABBALAH IS CALLED A SECRET WISDOM, BECAUSE IT IS CONCEALED FROM ORDINARY PEOPLE. BUT AS SOON AS A PERSON ACQUIRES A SCREEN AND BEGINS TO FEEL THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, THE MYSTERY TURNS INTO REALITY. THE PROCESS CONTINUES UNTIL THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE COMPLETELY ATTAINS ALL THE CREATOR’S SECRETS (SEE “THE INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF THE TEN SEFIROT”, § 148). THE SUN EMERGES FROM ITS COVER (NARTIK), FROM UNDER THE BRIDAL CANOPY AND RUSHES TO THE TOWER AT A DIFFERENT PLACE AFTER THE GREAT ZIVUG UNDER THE HOUPPAH. ZEIR ANPIN LEAVES ITS COVER AND ENTERS MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED THE TOWER OF OZ OF THE CREATOR’S NAME, BECAUSE MALCHUT THEN MERGES WITH ZA. THE END OF MALCHUT IS CALLED “THE CIRCUIT OF THE YEAR.” BEFORE THE END OF CORRECTION, THE IMPURE FORCES ATTACH THEMSELVES TO IT. THEY ARE CALLED “THE END OF DAYS.” AFTER THE END, OF CORRECTION IT IS STILL NECESSARY TO CORRECT THIS PART OF MALCHUT CALLED “THE END OF DAYS”. TO THIS END, THE SUN EMERGES FROM ITS COVER, LIKE THE BRIDEGROOM COMING FROM UNDER THE BRIDAL CANOPY. HE ENTERS THE TOWER OF OZ (MALCHUT) AND RUNS AND SHINES ON ALL THE ENDS OF MALCHUT TO CORRECT “THE CIRCUIT OF THE YEAR” OF THE LOWER END OF THE HEAVENS. THIS LAST ACTION CORRECTS ALL THE ENDS OF MALCHUT AND UNITES ALL FROM THE HEAVENS TO THE FIRMAMENT. MALCHUT RECEIVES THE LIGHT OF THE END OF THE HEAVENS ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT (ZA).  144. THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN FROM THE CIRCUIT OF THE YEAR AND FROM THE CIRCUIT OF THE SUN THAT REVOLVES IN ALL DIRECTIONS. AND THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN, I.E. THERE IS NO SUPERNAL LEVEL HIDDEN FROM HIM, BECAUSE EVERYTHING REVOLVES AND COMES TO HIM. NOTHING CAN BE HIDDEN FROM HIM. THANKS TO HIM AND THANKS TO THEM HE RETURNED TO THE COMPANIONS WHEN THEY FULLY REPENTED AND CORRECTED THEMSELVES. ALL THIS YEAR AND ALL THIS TIME IS FOR THEIR STUDY OF THE TORAH, AS IT IS WRITTEN: “THE CREATOR’S TORAH IS PERFECT.” AFTER THE GREAT ZIVUG, A RESTRICTION WAS IMPOSED ON ALL THE UPPER LIGHT (SEE § 94). THEREFORE, A NEW ZIVUG (TOWER) IS NECESSARY, WHICH WILL REVEAL ALL THE UPPER LIGHT AGAIN. IT WAS CONCEALED AS A RESULT OF DISAPPEARANCE OF THE LEVEL BON, BEFORE IT BEGINS TO ASCEND TO THE SAG. THEREFORE, NOTHING IS HIDDEN FROM THE CIRCUIT OF THE SUN THAT REVOLVES IN ALL DIRECTIONS. A ZIVUG BETWEEN THE CIRCUIT OF THE SUN AND THE CIRCUIT OF THE YEAR CORRECTS THE ENDS OF MALCHUT ON ALL SIDES, UNTIL THE CORRECTION IS COMPLETED. THIS IS SO THAT BON ASCENDS AND BECOMES LIKE THE SAG. THIS IS A COMPLETE CORRECTION OF THE BON, WHEREUPON THERE IS NO SUPERNAL LEVEL HIDDEN FROM HIM, BECAUSE ALL THE LEVELS AND THE UPPER LIGHT ARE AGAIN REVEALED IN ALL ITS COMPLETENESS AND PERFECTION. NOTHING CAN BE HIDDEN FROM HIM, BECAUSE ALL THE LEVELS AND THE LIGHT GRADUALLY RETURN TO HIM, UNTIL ALL BECOMES REVEALED. IT IS SAID THAT THE REVELATION DOES NOT OCCUR MOMENTARILY, BECAUSE DURING ITS CIRCUIT, THE SUN SHINES IN THE SUFFICIENT MEASURE FOR THE COMPLETE REPENTANCE, AS IT IS WRITTEN THAT HE PUNISHES THE SINNERS AND CURES THE RIGHTEOUS, WHEREUPON ALL ACHIEVE THE COMPLETE REVELATION OF THE CREATOR. 145. THE WORD HAVAYAH IS MENTIONED SIX TIMES; THERE ARE ALSO SIX VERSES FROM “THE HEAVENS DECLARE” UNTIL “THE CREATOR’S TORAH IS PERFECT” (PSALMS 19:2-8). AND THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE WORD BERESHEET, WHICH CONSISTS OF SIX LETTERS. THE WORDS “THE CREATOR CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH” CONTAIN 6 WORDS WHEN WRITTEN IN HEBREW (“BARA ELOHIM ET HASHAMAYIM VEET HA-ARETZ”). THE OTHER VERSES BEGINNING WITH “THE CREATOR’S TORAH IS PERFECT” AND ENDING WITH “MORE TO BE DESIRED ARE THEY THAN GOLD” (IBID.), ARE EQUATED WITH THE SIX LETTERS IN THE WORD BERESHEET. THE SIX NAMES ARE EQUATED WITH THE SIX WORDS “BARA ELOHIM ET HASHAMAYIM VE-ET HA-ARETZ” (“THE CREATOR CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH”).  THE SIX LETTERS IN THE WORD BERESHEET INCLUDE EVERYTHING THAT EXISTS IN THE HEAVENS AND ON THE EARTH IN AN UNATTAINABLE FORM; THEREFORE, IT IS ONLY DESIGNATED BY THESE LETTERS, WITHOUT THEIR COMBINATIONS. THERE ARE ALSO SIX WORDS “BARA ELOHIM ET HASHAMAYIM VE-ET HA-ARETZ” (“THE CREATOR CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH”), WHERE EVERYTHING THE WORD BERESHEET CONTAINS (THE HEAVENS, THE EARTH AND ALL THAT FILLS) CAN ALREADY BE ATTAINED.  THE SAME PRINCIPLE ALLOWS FOR COMPREHENDING WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE SIX VERSES BEGINNING WITH “THE HEAVENS DECLARE” AND ENDING WITH “THE CREATOR’S TORAH IS PERFECT”. THIS IS JUST THE BEGINNING OF REVELATION OF THE END OF CREATION, I.E. IN THE FORM OF LETTERS, AS IN THE WORD BERESHEET. THE COMPLETE REVELATION AND ATTAINMENT OF THE END OF CREATION BEGIN WITH THE VERSE “THE CREATOR’S TORAH IS PERFECT.” EACH OF ITS SIX NAMES CONSTITUTES A PARTICULAR ATTAINMENT AND POINTS OUT THAT ONLY AFTER COMPLETION OF THIS LEVEL DO ALL THE LETTER COMBINATIONS BECOME REVEALED AND ATTAINED IN THE GREAT ZIVUG AT THE END OF CORRECTION. 146. AS THEY WERE SITTING, RABBI ELAZAR, THE SON OF RABBI SHIMON ENTERED. HE SAID TO THEM: “CERTAINLY THE FACE OF THE SHECHINA HAS COME, HENCE I CALLED YOU PANIEL (THE CREATOR’S FACE)” (SEE § 119). YOU HAVE SEEN THE SHECHINA FACE TO FACE. NOW THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED THE KNOWLEDGE ABOUT BENAYAHU BEN-YAHUYADA, IT CERTAINLY REFERS TO ATIK, THE SEFIRA OF KETER, AS THE SCRIPTURE AFTER IT READS, “AND HE SLEW AN EGYPTIAN”. AND HE WHO IS THE MOST CONCEALED IS ATIK. IT IS SAID IN THE CONTINUATION OF “THE DONKEY DRIVER” HOW HE REVEALED THE SOUL OF BENAYAHU BEN-YAHUYADA TO RABBI ELAZAR AND RABBI ABBA. AS A RESULT OF THIS, RABBI SHIMON CALLED THEM PANIEL. THE SOUL OF BENAYAHU BEN-YAHUYADA IS A SPIRITUAL LEVEL DESTINED TO BE REVEALED IN THE FUTURE, AT THE END OF CORRECTION. SO, THEY WERE IN THE STATE OF CONCEALMENT OF THE UPPER LIGHT (SEE § 113), AS WAS SAID ABOUT ZIVUG OF THE CIRCUIT OF THE SUN AND THE CIRCUIT OF THE YEAR, UNTIL THEY FOUND RABBI SHIMON BEN LAKUNIA AND CONSEQUENTLY RECEIVED ALL THE LIGHT. THEREFORE, RABBI SHIMON SAYS TO THEM, YOU HAVE RECEIVED THE KNOWLEDGE ABOUT BENAYAHU BEN YAHUYADA. THIS MEANS THEY ATTAINED THE SIX VERSES AND ACHIEVED THE SIX NAMES. WHEN THEY ATTAINED THE SOUL OF BENAYAHU BEN-YAHUYADA WITH THE HELP OF THE DONKEY DRIVER, THEIR ATTAINMENT HAD BEEN CONCEALED FROM THEM, FOR THEY WERE STILL IN THE SIX VERSES. BUT NOW THEY HAVE ATTAINED AND REVEALED HIS SOUL, WHICH IS THE GREAT ZIVUG OF ATIK, WHEN EVERYTHING IS REVEALED TO ALL. 147. THE VERSE, “AND HE SLEW THE EGYPTIAN” IS EXPLAINED IN ANOTHER PLACE, I.E. AT A DIFFERENT LEVEL, IN A DIFFERENT WAY. HE BEGAN BY SAYING: “AND HE SLEW AN EGYPTIAN, A MAN OF GOOD STATURE, FIVE CUBITS HIGH.” ALL THIS RELATES TO THE SAME SECRET. THIS EGYPTIAN IS THE ONE WHO IS KNOWN AND IS DESCRIBED AS “VERY GREAT IN THE LAND EGYPT IN THE EYES OF THE JEWISH SLAVE,” FOR HE IS GREAT AND HONORED. THIS IS WHAT THE OLD MAN EXPLAINED (SEE § 99).  THE TORAH DESCRIBES THE KILLING OF AN EGYPTIAN IN THE BOOK OF EXODUS (2:12). AS WE LEARNED FROM THE ARTICLE ABOUT RABBI AMNON-SABA, ON ANOTHER LEVEL (I.E. IN A DIFFERENT LANGUAGE OF THE CHRONICLES) IT IS EXPRESSED DIFFERENTLY. BUT THESE TWO VERSES ARE ONE AND THE SAME SECRET, BECAUSE IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF SAMUEL: “AND HE SLEW AN EGYPTIAN, A GOODLY MAN” (2:23:21), WHILE IN THE CHRONICLES IT IS WRITTEN: “AND HE SLEW AN EGYPTIAN, A MAN OF GOOD STATURE, FIVE CUBITS HIGH.” BOTH OF THESE VERSES ARE THE SAME MYSTERY, WHICH “THE ZOHAR” CONTINUES EXPOUNDING.  148. THIS CASE WAS STUDIED IN THE DIVINE ASSEMBLY. “A MAN OF GOOD STATURE” AND “A GOODLY MAN” ARE BOTH THE SAME, BECAUSE THEY CONSTITUTE THE BOUNDS OF THE SHABBAT. AS IT IS WRITTEN: “AND YOU SHALL MEASURE FROM OUTSIDE THE CITY.” IT IS ALSO WRITTEN “YOU SHALL DO NO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS IN JUDGMENT, IN LENGTH, IN WEIGHT, OR IN MEASURE.” AND SO WAS ADAM, THE FIRST MAN. AND IF YOU SAY THAT IT IS WRITTEN ABOUT FIVE CUBITS, REMEMBER THAT THESE FIVE CUBITS EXTENDED FROM ONE END OF THE WORLD TO THE OTHER.  THE MATTER CONCERNS THE DIVINE ASSEMBLY, OF WHICH RABBI SHIMON SAID: “I SAW THE ASCENDING ONES, BUT HOW FEW THEY WERE” (THE TALMUD. SUCCAH 45:2). THERE IS A LOWER ASSEMBLY OF THE ANGEL MATAT. HOWEVER, THE DESCRIBED ABOVE TAKES PLACE IN THE UPPER ASSEMBLY, WHICH WILL BE EXPOUNDED FURTHER.  “A GOODLY MAN” IS THE LEVEL OF MOSHE (MOSES). IT IS WRITTEN ABOUT HIM IN THE TORAH: “AND THERE HATH NOT ARISEN A PROPHET SINCE IN ISRAEL LIKE UNTO MOSES, WHOM THE LORD KNEW FACE TO FACE” (DEUTERONOMY 34:10) AND “MY SERVANT MOSES IS NOT SO; HE IS TRUSTED IN ALL MY HOUSE; WITH HIM DO I SPEAK MOUTH TO MOUTH, EVEN MANIFESTLY, AND NOT IN DARK SPEECHES” (NUMBERS 12:7-8) “A GOODLY MAN” CONSTITUTES A MEASURE, WHICH EXTENDS FROM ONE END OF THE WORLD TO THE OTHER. ITS FORM AND SIZE CORRESPOND TO THE SHABBAT BOUNDS. DURING 6000 YEARS, THE SHABBAT BOUNDS ONLY EXTEND FOR 2000 AMAH (CUBITS). AFTER THE END, OF CORRECTION THE SHABBAT BOUNDS WILL EXTEND FROM ONE END OF THE WORLD TO THE OTHER, AS IT IS WRITTEN: “AND THE LORD SHALL BE KING OVER ALL THE EARTH” (ZECHARIAH 14:9).  AS WE ALREADY KNOW, THE LIGHT CAN DESCEND AND FILL THE PARTZUFIM DOWN TO THE LEVEL OF THE PARSA. THE SHABBAT IS A SPIRITUAL STATE WHEN THE WORLDS OF THE ABYA WITH ALL THAT INHABITS THEM ASCEND ABOVE THE PARSA TO THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. ABOVE THE PARSA THERE ARE ONLY THE PURE FORCES, THE CORRECTED DESIRES (KELIM). SO NATURALLY THERE IS NO NEED TO EXTRACT THE PURE KELIM FROM THE IMPURE ONES AND TO CORRECT THEM DURING THE SHABBAT. THE SHABBAT LUMINESCENCE SHINES NOT ONLY IN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, BUT BEYOND ITS BOUNDS AS WELL. IT AFFECTS THE 16 SEFIROT FROM THE PARSA DOWN TO THE CHAZEH OF THE WORLD YETZIRA SO THAT THE SOUL CAN ONLY BE IN THE STATE OF “THE SHABBAT” WITH THESE DESIRES. THE LANGUAGE OF OUR WORLD DESCRIBES IT AS THE PERMISSION TO TRANSCEND THE BOUNDS OF THE CITY OF ATZILUT (70 AMAH) BY 2000 AMAH DOWN TO THE CHAZEH OF THE WORLD OF BERIA, AND THEN 2000 AMAH MORE – FROM THE CHAZEH OF THE WORLD OF BERIA TO THE CHAZEH OF THE WORLD OF YETZIRA (70 AMAH ARE CONSIDERED TO BE WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS).  AFTER ALL THE KELIM (DESIRES) ARE CORRECTED THERE WILL BE NO RESTRICTIONS, AND THE WORLD OF ATZILUT WILL SPREAD DOWN TO OUR WORLD. THE STATE OF THE SHABBAT WILL PREVAIL IN THE ENTIRE WORLD, IN ALL DESIRES OF ALL THE CREATED BEINGS.  HENCE IT IS WRITTEN: “A GOODLY MAN” AND “A MAN OF GOOD STATURE” ARE BOTH THE SAME, BECAUSE THEY CONSTITUTE THE BOUNDS OF THE SHABBAT, AS IS SAID: “AND YOU SHALL MEASURE FROM OUTSIDE THE CITY” AND IT IS ALSO WRITTEN: “YOU SHALL DO NO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS IN JUDGMENT…OR IN MEASURE”. FROM THIS IT FOLLOWS THAT AN OBJECT’S MEASURE REPRESENTS ITS LIMIT, AS IN THE WORDS A MAN OF GOOD STATURE. THIS INDICATES THE BOUNDS OF THE SHABBAT AFTER THE END OF CORRECTION, WHICH WILL EXTEND FROM ONE END OF THE WORLD TO THE OTHER.  THE WORDS “A MAN OF GOOD STATURE” EXPLAIN THAT HE WILL DETERMINE HIS SIZE ACCORDING TO HIS OWN WILL. AND SO WAS ADAM BEFORE HIS SIN; HE EXTENDED AND SHONE FROM ONE END OF THE WORLD TO THE OTHER (THE TALMUD. HAGIGAH 12:1), AS THE BOUNDS OF THE SHABBAT AFTER THE END OF CORRECTION. THESE FIVE CUBITS EXTENDED FROM ONE END OF THE WORLD TO THE OTHER. THE FIVE CUBITS ARE THE FIVE SEFIROT: KETER, HOCHMA, BINA, ZA AND MALCHUT THAT EXPAND AND FILL EVERYTHING FROM ONE END OF THE WORLD TO THE OTHER AFTER THE END OF CORRECTION.  149. IT IS, AS THE SCRIPTURES SAY, “LIKE A WEAVER’S BEAM,” REFERRING TO THE DIVINE ROD (THE TORAH. EXODUS 4:20), WHICH WAS IN HIS (MOSES’) HAND AND UPON WHICH THE DIVINE INEFFABLE NAME WAS ENGRAVED BY BETZALEL AND HIS APPRENTICES BY THE RADIANCE OF THE LETTER COMBINATIONS. THIS IS CALLED “WEAVING,” AS IS WRITTEN, “THEM HAS HE FILLED WITH WISDOM OF HEART…OF THE CRAFTSMAN…AND OF THE WEAVER” (THE TORAH. EXODUS 35:35). AND THE ENGRAVED NAME RADIATED FROM WITHIN THIS ROD IN ALL DIRECTIONS BY THE LIGHT OF THE SAGES, WHO ENGRAVED THE INEFFABLE NAME IN 42 PROPERTIES. THE REST OF THE PASSAGE FROM HERE ONWARD IS SIMILAR TO WHAT THE OLD MAN HAS EXPLAINED TO US. HAPPY IS HIS LOT!  THE MYSTERY OF LETTER COMBINATIONS IN THE SACRED NAMES IS CALLED “WEAVING”. AS A WEAVER JOINS HIS THREADS INTO A CLOTH, SO DO THE LETTERS JOIN INTO COMBINATIONS OF THE SACRED NAMES, WHICH DESIGNATE MAN’S SPIRITUAL LEVEL OF ATTAINMENT. “THE ZOHAR” SAYS THAT THE DIVINE ROD IN MOSES’ HAND HAD STRUCK THE LETTER COMBINATIONS OF THE INEFFABLE NAME, WHICH BETZALEL AND HIS APPRENTICES ENGRAVED IN THE SANCTUARY. THE CREATOR’S ROD IS THEREFORE CALLED A “WEAVER’S BEAM.” THE HEBREW WORD FOR “BEAM” IS MANOR (FROM OHR - LIGHT). THIS REFERS TO THE RADIANCE OF THE LETTER COMBINATIONS IN THE INEFFABLE NAME, WHICH BETZALEL WEAVED AND ENGRAVED ON THE DIVINE ROD.  BUT THE ROD DOES NOT RADIATE IN ALL DIRECTIONS BEFORE THE END OF CORRECTION, BECAUSE THERE IS A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE CREATOR’S ROD AND THAT OF MOSES. IT IS WRITTEN IN THE TORAH ABOUT THE ROD OF MOSES: “PUT FORTH THY HAND AND TAKE IT BY THE TAIL (OF A SNAKE), AND HE PUT FORTH HIS HAND, AND LAID HOLD OF IT, AND IT BECAME A ROD IN HIS HAND” (EXODUS 4:4). BUT AFTER THE END OF CORRECTION, THE ROD WILL RADIATE IN ALL DIRECTIONS, AS IT IS SAID: “AND THE ENGRAVED NAME RADIATED FROM WITHIN THIS ROD IN ALL DIRECTIONS BY THE LIGHT OF THE SAGES, WHO ENGRAVED THE INEFFABLE NAME IN 42 PROPERTIES. THE INEFFABLE NAME ENGRAVED ON THE ROD RADIATED IN ALL DIRECTIONS, I.E. IN THE PROPERTY CALLED “HE WILL SWALLOW UP DEATH FOR EVER” (ISAIAH 25:8). THE RADIANCE OF THE ENGRAVED NAME IS THE LIGHT OF HOCHMA OF THE NAME MB. 150. BE SEATED, MY DEAR ONES. BE SEATED AND LET US RENEW THE CORRECTIONS OF THE BRIDE THIS NIGHT. BECAUSE WHOEVER JOINS HER ON THIS NIGHT WILL BE GUARDED ABOVE AND BELOW ALL THE COMING YEAR AND WILL COMPLETE THIS YEAR IN PEACE. THIS IS DESCRIBED IN THE VERSE: “THE ANGEL OF THE LORD ENCAMPS ROUND ABOUT THEM THAT FEAR HIM, AND HE DELIVERS THEM. O TASTE AND SEE THAT THE LORD IS GOOD” (PSALMS 34:8-9).  AS WAS STATED IN § 125, THERE ARE TWO EXPLANATIONS OF THE AFORESAID. THE FIRST EXPLANATION SAYS THAT SINCE THE DAY OF GIVING OF THE TORAH (THE LIGHT OF THE END OF CORRECTION) FOREVER ABOLISHES DEATH AND BRINGS FREEDOM FROM THE ANGEL OF DEATH, ONE SHOULD MAKE EFFORTS TO RECEIVE THIS LIGHT ON THE DAY OF SHAVUOT. THIS LIGHT IS RENEWED DURING THE HOLIDAY AND DELIVERS FROM DEATH.  ACCORDING TO THE SECOND EXPLANATION, MALCHUT IS CALLED THE “YEAR” AND THE RENEWAL OF THE LIGHT BY THE SUPPORTERS OF THE TORAH AFTER THE END OF CORRECTION WILL ALSO BRING THE COMPLETE AND FINAL CORRECTION OF THE YEAR (I.E. MALCHUT). THE RENEWAL OF THE LIGHT BY THE SUPPORTERS OF THE TORAH IS REFERRED TO AS THE CORRECTION OF THE NIGHT OF THE BRIDE, MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED THE YEAR. THIS LEADS TO THE CORRECTION OF THE YEAR.  
THE HEAVENS AND THE ENTIRE EARTH
151. RABBI SHIMON OPENED THE DISCUSSION BY SAYING, “IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH.” THIS VERSE HAS TO BE EXAMINED CAREFULLY BECAUSE WHOEVER CLAIMS THAT THERE IS ANOTHER CREATOR WILL BE WIPED FROM THE FACE OF THE WORLD, AS IT IS WRITTEN, “HE WHO SAYS THAT THERE IS ANOTHER CREATOR, WILL PERISH FROM THE EARTH AND FROM HEAVEN BECAUSE THERE IS NO OTHER CREATOR BESIDES THE LORD.” HERE THE ZOHAR CONTINUES TALKING ABOUT THE CORRECTION OF THE BRIDE. HENCE, IT STARTS WITH THE FIRST SENTENCE OF THE TORAH: IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED, WITH THE ROOT AND SOURCE OF ALL CORRECTIONS OF THE BRIDE (MALCHUT) DURING 6000 YEARS. ALL CORRECTION OF MALCHUT OCCURS ONLY DUE TO ITS UNION WITH BINA AND THE RECEPTION OF ITS PROPERTIES. HENCE, THE TORAH SAYS: IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED, WHERE THE CREATOR IS CALLED ELOKIM, WHICH MEANS BINA, I.E., THAT HE CREATED THE WORLD IN ORDER TO CORRECT IT WITH THE PROPERTY OF BINA.  ELOKIM CONSISTS OF MI-BINA AND ELEH-MALCHUT. OWING TO THE CONSTANT UNION OF MI AND ELEH THE WORLD IS ABLE TO EXIST. THE CREATOR IS BINA CALLED ELOKIM; AND BECAUSE OHR HOCHMA DRESSES UP IN OHR HASSADIM, THE UNION OF MI AND ELEH PROVIDES ELEH WITH THE PROPERTY OF BINA AND THE WORLD CAN EXIST THANKS TO THIS CORRECTION.  THE UNION OF MI AND ELEH DOES NOT LET OTHER FOREIGN, EGOISTICAL FORCES TO EXIST WITHIN A PARTZUF. THESE FORCES ARE CALLED “OTHER DEITIES (ELOKIM ACHERIM).” THEY CANNOT SUSTAIN THE WORLD BECAUSE THEY SEPARATE MI FROM ELEH AND DO NOT DRESS UP THE LIGHT OF PLEASURE (HOCHMA) IN THE ALTRUISTIC INTENTION OF HASSADIM, FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR. AS A RESULT, OHR HOCHMA EXITS THE PARTZUF, LEAVES ELEH. THEREFORE, IT IS FORBIDDEN TO BELIEVE THAT MAN IS GOVERNED BY ANY OTHER FORCES BESIDES THE CREATOR. SUCH BELIEF BRINGS THE WORLD AND MAN ONLY DESTRUCTION AND DARKNESS INSTEAD OF EXISTENCE AND THE LIGHT OF LIFE. 152. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE WORD ELEH, EVERYTHING ELSE IS WRITTEN IN ARAMAIC, WHICH IS CALLED A “TRANSLATION”. HE ASKS: IF YOU SUGGEST THAT IT IS BECAUSE THE HOLY ANGELS DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE TRANSLATION, I.E., THE ARAMAIC LANGUAGE, THEN THIS VERSE WOULD HAVE BEEN SAID IN HEBREW, SO THAT THE HOLY ANGELS SHOULD HEAR AND BE GRATEFUL FOR IT. HE REPLIES: THIS IS CERTAINLY THE REASON WHY IT IS WRITTEN IN THE TRANSLATED FORM (ARAMAIC), AS THE HOLY ANGELS CAN NEITHER HEAR NOR UNDERSTAND IT. HENCE, THEY WILL NOT ENVY MAN OR HARM HIM. THIS IS BECAUSE IN THIS VERSE, THE HOLY ANGELS ARE CALLED ELOKIM AS WELL. THEY ARE INCLUDED IN ELOKIM, BUT THEY HAVE NOT CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH.  ARAMAIC IS REFERRED TO AS A “TRANSLATION.” IT IS VERY CLOSE TO THE HOLY LANGUAGE OF HEBREW, BUT IN SPITE OF THAT, THE ANGELS DO NOT NEED OR KNOW IT. YET, THEY KNOW ALL THE OTHER LANGUAGES OF THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD AND NEED THEM. THE REASON FOR THIS LIES IN THE FACT THAT THE TRANSLATION FROM THE HOLY LANGUAGE TO ARAMAIC IS CALLED ITS “REVERSE SIDE,” ITS VAK WITHOUT GAR.  THAT IS TO SAY, THERE IS AN ALTRUISTIC LANGUAGE, WHICH IS ACCORDINGLY CALLED “HOLY,” AND ITS REVERSE, PRELIMINARY STAGE CALLED “TRANSLATION,” THE ARAMAIC LANGUAGE. NO OTHER LANGUAGE IN THE WORLD BUT ARAMAIC CAN BE REGARDED AS THE TRANSLATION FROM THE HOLY LANGUAGE. ALL THE OTHER LANGUAGES IN THE WORLD’S NATIONS (THE EGOISTICAL DESIRES) ARE ABSOLUTELY EGOISTICAL AND ARE IN NO WAY CONCERNED WITH ALTRUISM. THEY ARE NOT AHP WITH REGARD TO GE (THE HOLY LANGUAGE). THEREFORE, THE TRANSLATION IS REALLY CLOSE TO THE HOLY LANGUAGE. HOWEVER, THERE IS A DIFFERENCE, WHICH RENDERS IT UNNECESSARY TO THE ANGELS: THE HOLY LANGUAGE IS LIKE THE POINTER OF SCALES THAT SHOWS THE EXTENT OF BALANCE BETWEEN THE RIGHT AND LEFT SCALES, WHILE MOVING BETWEEN THE TWO PANS AND BRINGING IN ITS VERDICT. IT ALTERNATELY GRAVITATES TOWARDS THE PAN OF REWARD FOR MERITS OR TOWARDS THE PAN OF PUNISHMENT FOR TRANSGRESSIONS AND BRINGS EVERYTHING BACK TO THE STATE OF CORRECTION, PURITY, AND HOLINESS. HENCE, IT IS CALLED THE HOLY LANGUAGE (SEE THE INTRODUCTION TO “THE STUDY OF TEN SEFIROT,” PAR. 120).  AS IT IS WRITTEN IN ITEM 16: THE HEAVENS, THE EARTH, AND THEIR HOSTS WERE CREATED BY MA, WHICH IS MALCHUT, AS IT IS WRITTEN: “MA = WHAT = HOW GLORIOUS IS YOUR NAME IN ALL THE EARTH, WHICH YOU SET ABOVE THE HEAVENS!” THE HEAVENS WERE CREATED BY THE NAME (PROPERTY) MA (MALCHUT). HOWEVER, THE PHRASE “ABOVE THE HEAVENS” REFERS TO BINA, WHICH IS CALLED MI. THE EXPLANATION OF THIS LIES IN THE NAME OF ELOKIM. THE NAME ELOKIM IS REVEALED IN THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, WHICH WERE CREATED BY THE POWER OF MA, ONLY BY MEANS ATTACHING THE LETTERS ELEH FROM IMA-BINA WITH THE HELP OF MAN AND GOOD DEEDS OF THE SOULS. THEREFORE, THE LIGHT OF GAR, I.E., OHRHOCHMA, CALLED ELOKIM, IS VERSATILE IN THE HEAVENS (BINA) AND IN THE EARTH (ZON). USUALLY, ONLY GE ARE PRESENT ABOVE THE PARSA, IN THE WORLD OF ATZILUT. THEIR AHP IS BELOW THE PARSA, IN THE WORLDS BYA BECAUSE ZON ARE UNWILLING TO RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA UNLESS IT SHOULD BE PASSED TO THE PARTZUFIM, THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, WHO EXIST IN THE WORLDS BYA.  THIS IS BECAUSE WHEN THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS THAT SPIRITUALLY EXIST IN THE WORLDS OF BYA RAISE MAN FROM THEIR PLACES IN BYA TO MALCHUT DE ATZILUT, MA TURNS INTO MI AND THE LETTERS ELEH BECOME ATTACHED TO MI. TOGETHER THEY CREATE THE WORD ELOKIM, WHICH IS THE LIGHT OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. HOWEVER, IF THE SOULS SPOIL THEIR ACTIONS BY SINKING INTO THE EGOISTICAL INTENTIONS, THE LIGHT DISAPPEARS AND THE SEFIROTK-H WITH THE LIGHT RUACH-NEFESH (CALLED MI OR MA) REMAIN, WHILE THE LETTERS ELEH FALL INTO THE IMPURE FORCES BECAUSE MI IS GE AND ELEH IS AHP.  THEREFORE, THE ENTIRE CORRECTION DEPENDS EXCLUSIVELY ON ATTACHING THE LETTERS ELEH TO MI WITH THE HELP OF MAN. THIS CORRECTION IS CALLED THE “HOLY LANGUAGE.” LIKE THE POINTER OF SCALES, IT DETERMINES THE BALANCE BETWEEN THE EGOISTICAL DESIRES AND ALTRUISTIC INTENTIONS, I.E., THE RECEPTION FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR. HENCE, THE POINTER OF SCALES IS SET IN THE MIDDLE. WITH THE HELP OF SUCH AN INTERACTION OF PROPERTIES OF MALCHUT (THE WILL TO RECEIVE) AND BINA (THE WILL TO BESTOW) ONE CAN RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR. THE LIGHT, WHICH IS CALLED “HOLY” BECAUSE IT PASSES THE HOLY NAME ELOKIM TO ZON, DESCENDS FROM BINA TO ZON AND TRANSFERS THE LETTERS ELEH TO THE PURE AND HOLY SIDE, TO THE PAN OF MERIT. THIS IS WHY THE HEBREW FOR “SCALES” IS MAWZNAIM (FROM THE WORD AWZEN), SINCE THE LIGHT IN AHP (AWZEN-HOTEM-PEH) IS CALLED ACCORDING TO THE HIGHEST LIGHT IN IT, OHR AWZEN OF THE SEFIRA BINA OR OHR NESHAMA. THE LANGUAGE OF TRANSLATION CALLED TARGUM IS OPPOSITE TO THE HOLY LANGUAGE OF SCALES BECAUSE WHEN THE SOULS DO NOT RAISE MAN AND REMAIN OUTSIDE OF THEIR PURE INTENTIONS, THIS STATE IS DEFINED AS THE ASPIRATION TO ONLY USE THE WILL RECEIVE, WHICH ARE DESIGNATED ONLY BY THE LETTERS ELEH AND DO NOT ASPIRE TO UNITE THEM WITH DESIRE, WITH THE LETTERS MI (BINA), THE PROPERTY OF BESTOWAL. AS A RESULT OF THIS, AHP OF ZON CALLED MA DESCEND, AND HEAVEN AND EARTH (NAMELY ZON) RETURN TO THE STATE OF VAK. SUCH A STATE IS CALLED THE LANGUAGE OF TARGUM. THE GEMATRIA OF THE WORD TARDEMA (SLUMBER) MATCHES THAT OF THE WORD TARGUM. IN HEBREW, THE WORD TARGUM IS SPELLED WITH THE SAME LETTERS AS THE WORDS TERED MA, WHICH MEANS “DESCENDING MA,” BECAUSE BY MEANS OF THIS IMPURE LANGUAGE AHP = MA (DESIGNATED BY THE WORDS TERED MA) BECOMES REVEALED AND THE DESCENT FROM THE PAN OF MERIT TO THE PAN OF PUNISHMENT OCCURS. THE STATE OF GE IS CALLED “SLUMBER.”  HOWEVER, ALL THIS REFERS ONLY TO ZON, I.E. TO HEAVEN AND EARTH THAT WERE CREATED IN MA, TO DESIRES OF RECEPTION BECAUSE THEY EMERGED AS A RESULT OF ZIVUG ON YESOD CALLED MA. NEVERTHELESS, THE HOLY ANGELS THAT CAME FROM ZIVUG DE NESHIKIN OF AVI AND HAVE NO MA, BUT ONLY MI (ONLY ALTRUISTIC DESIRES OF BESTOWAL, THE PROPERTY OF IMABINA), PERMANENTLY EXIST IN THE STATE OF VAK WITHOUT GAR, I.E. WITHOUT OHRHOCHMA. ON THE OTHER HAND, THEIR VAK IS OHR HASSADIM OF MI = IMA-BINA. OHRHASSADIM IN BINA IS AS IMPORTANT AS GAR BECAUSE IT FILLS DESIRES WITH THE SENSATION OF PERFECTION THAT IS SO SIMILAR TO GAR THAT THEY REJECT OHRHOCHMA JUST LIKE IMA. THERE IS HOLINESS IN THEM; HENCE, GAR, ARE CALLED “HOLY.”  THERE ARE TWO REASONS WHY THE ANGELS DO NOT RESPOND TO THE LANGUAGE OF TARGUM, WHICH ADDS MA TO ZON AND BRINGS ZON BACK TO THE STATE OF VAK: 1. EVEN WHEN ZON ARE IN THE STATE OF GAR DUE TO THE INFLUENCE OF THE HOLY LANGUAGE, THE ANGELS DO NOT RECEIVE GAR (HOCHMA) FROM IT BECAUSE, JUST LIKE IMA, THEY WANT ONLY OHR HASSADIM. 2. THE ADDITION OF ACHORAIM = AHP IN NO WAY REFERS TO THE ANGELS BECAUSE THEY LACK THE PROPERTY OF MA. HENCE, THE ZOHAR SAYS THAT THE HOLY ANGELS HAVE NO NEED FOR TRANSLATION AND DO NOT LISTEN TO IT. THEY DO NOT NEED IT BECAUSE THEY NEITHER LOSE ANYTHING WHEN IT IS AVAILABLE NOR GAIN NOTHING WHEN IT DISAPPEARS. THIS IS BECAUSE THEY CONSTITUTE THE PROPERTY OF VAK AND LACK THE PROPERTY OF MA. THEY WILL NOT ENVY MAN – BASICALLY, THIS SENTENCE REFERS TO THE [ETERNAL] DAMNATION OF OTHER DEITIES, OF THE FORCES THAT PREVENT MAN FROM REVEALING GAR, OHRHOCHMA. AS A RESULT OF THIS, A PERSON LOSES THE LIGHT AND THE LETTERS ELEH BECAUSE THE ANGELS DO NOT HAVE THE PROPERTIES OF GAR DE HOCHMA EITHER, BUT ONLY GAR DE HASSADIM. HENCE, THEY FEEL ASHAMED OF THEIR FALL TO SUCH A LOW LEVEL AND ENVY US BECAUSE WE FEEL OUR OWN SIGNIFICANCE. THE ZOHAR SAYS THAT IN THIS CASE, THE HOLY ANGELS ARE CALLED CREATORS, BUT THEY HAVE NOT CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH AND ARE CALLED CREATORS-ELOKIM (FORCES) BECAUSE THEY COME FROM IMA-BINA (KNOWN AS ELOKIM). THEY HAVE NOT CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH BECAUSE THEY CANNOT UPHOLD THE EXISTENCE OF HEAVEN AND EARTH IN GAR DE HOCHMA. “HEAVEN AND EARTH (THE CORRECTION OF THE WORLD UNTIL ITS ULTIMATE MERGING WITH THE CREATOR) CANNOT EXIST UNLESS MAN SETTLES THERE (HE SHOULD CONSIST OF EGOISTICAL AND ALTRUISTIC DESIRES) AND SOWS AND REAPS (CORRECTS HIS EGOISTICAL DESIRES BY UNITING WITH THE PROPERTIES OF BINA).” THIS EXISTENCE IS POSSIBLE ONLY IN THE LIGHT OF GAR DE HOCHMA (THE RECEPTION OF OHR HOCHMA FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR). HENCE, THE ANGELS DO NOT CREATE HEAVEN AND EARTH. 153. HE SAYS: THE EARTH IS CALLED “ARKA,” WHEN IT SHOULD HAVE READ, “AR’A,” AND THEN EXPLAINS: BECAUSE ARKAH IS ONE OF THE SEVEN LANDS DOWN BELOW. AND IN THAT PLACE, THE DESCENDANTS OF CAIN LIVE. BECAUSE AFTER HE HAD BEEN BANISHED FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH, HE DESCENDED THERE AND BEGOT GENERATIONS. THERE WAS SO MUCH CONFUSION THAT ALL KNOWLEDGE WAS LOST, AND IT IS A DOUBLE LAND THAT CONSISTS OF DARKNESS AND LIGHT.  ALL THE 7 SEFIROT (THE 6 SEFIROT OF ZA AND MALCHUT) INCLUDE (EACH ONE IN ITSELF) THE PROPERTIES OF THE OTHER 6, SO EACH ONE OF THEM HAS 7 SEFIROT H-G-T-N-H-Y-M. THAT IS TO SAY, MALCHUT ALSO HAS 7 SEFIROT, AND THERE ARE 7 LANDS IN THE LOWER WORLD. THEY ARE CALLED: ERETZ, ADAMA, ARKA, GIA, NESHIA, TZIA, ANDTEVEL.  OUR LAND IS CALLED TEVEL AND IT CONSISTS OF 7 LANDS. ARKA IS THE THIRD OF THE 7 LANDS. THE SOULS OF CAIN AND ABEL DESCEND FROM THE WORD ELOKIM, BUT BECAUSE OF THE IMPURITY, WHICH ADAM’S WIFE HAVAH (EVE) RECEIVED FROM THE SERPENT, THE SOUL OF CAIN FIRST EMERGED FROM THE LETTERS ELEH, AND AFTER THAT THE SOULS OF ABEL EMERGED FROM THE LETTERS MI. THESE TWO PARTZUFIM WERE SUPPOSED TO JOIN AND COMBINE THEIR PROPERTIES. AS A RESULT, THE NAME ELOKIM WOULD HAVE CONSTANTLY SHONE IN BOTH OF THEM, AS WHEN MI IS INSIDE ELEH. HOWEVER, THE IMPURE FORCE THAT EMERGED TOGETHER WITH CAIN’S SOUL INCITED HIM AGAINST HIS BROTHER (MI OF THE WORD ELOKIM) AND HE SLEW ABEL BECAUSE THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE PROPERTY MI-BINA FROM ELEH IS TANTAMOUNT TO MURDER.  AT THE SAME TIME, WITHOUT THE SUPPORT OF THE PROPERTIES OF MI, ELEH (CAIN’S OWN PROPERTY) FELL INTO THE IMPURE FORCES, FROM (THE SPIRITUAL LEVEL OF) THE HOLY LAND TO THE IMPURE PLACE (EGOISTICAL DESIRES). HE LOST HIS DESCENDANTS (THE PARTZUFIM FILLED WITH THE LIGHT) BECAUSE OF THE RULE OF THE IMPURE FORCES (DISAPPEARANCE OF THE SCREEN). A TRANSLATION WAS SUBSTITUTED WITHIN HIM FOR THE HOLY LANGUAGE BECAUSE HE HAD LOST WISDOM (OHR HOCHMA). THE IMPURE FORCES LACK WISDOM, FOR THEY HAVE ONLY THE LIGHT OF H-B WITHOUT DA’AT. THE SLAYING OF ABEL (I.E., THE LIGHT EXITS THIS PARTZUF; SEE PAR. 152) OCCURS BECAUSE MI IS FORMED IN ZON ONLY BY THE POWER OF MAN (RAISED BY THE PURE THOUGHTS OF THE RIGHTEOUS IN THE WORLDS BYA). AFTER THAT, THE LETTERS ELEH APPEAR AND THE WORD ELOKIM BECOMES AS COMPLETE IN ZON AS IN AVI. MALCHUT ENDS JUST LIKE ZA (IMA) DUE TO THE REPLACEMENT OF THE LETTER HEY WITH YUD (SEE PAR.17). HOWEVER, THE LETTER HEY DOES NOT DISAPPEAR FROM MA FOR GOOD. IT SIMPLY ENTERS INTO THE INNER PART OF MALCHUT AND HIDES THERE (THE WILL TO RECEIVE RECEIVES ITS FULFILLMENT FROM THE ALTRUISTIC ACTIONS, FROM OHR HASSADIM; HENCE, THEIR EGOISTICAL ASPIRATIONS STOP BEING FELT TEMPORARILY; THEY ARE CONCEALED IN OHR HASSADIM). AT THE SAME TIME, THE LETTER YUD WITHIN MI BECOMES REVEALED. THIS IS WHY THE CREATOR’S HOLY NAME ELOKIM IS ALSO FOUND IN ZON, IN HEAVEN AND EARTH. CAIN DID NOT RAISE MAN IN HOLINESS AND PURITY, BUT WISHED TO USE THE LETTERS ELEH FOR HIS OWN PLEASURE. THIS IS DESCRIBED IN THE FOLLOWING WAY: CAIN ROSE UP AGAINST ABEL HIS BROTHER. HE PUT HIMSELF ABOVE HIS BROTHER, WISHED TO RULE OVER MI (ABEL). HOWEVER, THE AHP OF NUKVA (THE HITHERTO CONCEALED LETTER HEY OF MA) WAS IMMEDIATELY REVEALED AND THE WORD MA DISAPPEARED FROM MALCHUT. HENCE, ABEL’S SOUL, WHICH COMES FROM MI OF NUKVA (MI FILLS THE PARTZUF WITH THE LIGHT AND IS CALLED ITS SOUL) RISES UP AND DISAPPEARS. THIS IS DESCRIBED BY THE WORDS: AND SLEW HIM BECAUSE THE LIGHT’S EXITING THE PARTZUF IS REFERRED TO AS DEATH. THE ZOHAR DESCRIBES THIS PROCESS IN THE FOLLOWING WAY: THE SERPENT’S IMPURE FORCE WAS WITHIN CAIN (BERESHEET 2:4); HENCE, HE WANTED TO STRENGTHEN THE LETTERS ELEH, ANNUL MI, AND RULE OVER THEM. HE OPENED UP THE AHP OF NUKVA (MA) AND MI DISAPPEARED FROM NUKVA, WHEREUPON ABEL’S SOUL, WHICH DESCENDS FROM MI, DISAPPEARS AS WELL (AND SLEW HIM).  CAIN (ELEH) FELL UNDER THE POWER OF THE IMPURE FORCES CALLED ARKA OR ERETZ NOD, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE TORAH: “AND HE DWELT IN THE LAND OF NOD” (BERESHEET 4:16). THE ZOHAR CALLS IT A DOUBLE LAND CONSISTING OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS BECAUSE LIGHT AND DARKNESS ARE MIXED UP AND ACT (RULE) TOGETHER. THERE ARE TWO RULERS IN THAT LAND WHO DIVIDE THE POWER EQUALLY BETWEEN THEM. ONE RULES OVER DARKNESS, THE OTHER OVER THE LIGHT. HENCE, A PERSON IS UNABLE TO SEPARATE THE LIGHT FROM DARKNESS IN SUCH A STATE, AND ONLY THE HELP FROM ABOVE, THE DESCENDING LIGHT OF WISDOM, ENABLES IT TO DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN THE TRUE RULER AND THE LORD OF DARKNESS.  154. THERE ARE TWO RULERS THERE, ONE THAT GOVERNS OVER THE DARKNESS AND ONE OVER THE LIGHT, AND THEY ARE HOSTILE TO EACH OTHER. WHEN CAIN DESCENDED THERE, THEY JOINED ONE ANOTHER AND BECAME COMPLETE. ALL REALIZED THAT THEY WERE THE DESCENDANTS OF CAIN. THEREFORE, THEY HAVE TWO HEADS, JUST LIKE TWO SNAKES, EXCEPT WHEN THE MASTER WHO RULES OVER THE LIGHT DEFEATS THE OTHER ONE, THE LORD OF THE DARKNESS. ACCORDINGLY, THEY ENTER INTO THE LIGHT AND THE DARKNESS AND BECOME AS ONE.  HERE WE NEED TO REVIEW PARAGRAPH 14, WHICH EXPOUNDS THE CREATION OF THE HOLY NAME ELOKIM. FIRST THE LETTERS ELEH RISE AND JOIN MI IN A SIMPLE WORD BECAUSE OHR HASSADIM IS STILL INSUFFICIENT, SO HOLINESS (OHR HOCHMA) CANNOT ENTER THE KLI (DESIRE) WITHOUT BEING DRESSED UP IN OHR HASSADIM. HENCE, IT IS CONCEALED IN THE NAME ELOKIM.  A ZIVUG OCCURS IN MI IN ORDER TO RECEIVE OHR HASSADIM, WHICH DRESSES OHR HOCHMA AND THEREBY CORRECTS THE NAME ELOKIM: MI BARA HELEH – BARAH IS THE SOURCE OF OHR HASSADIM, WHICH DRESSES OHR HOCHMA. CONSEQUENTLY, IT CONNECTS MI TO ELEH AND THE NAME ELOKIM BECOMES CORRECTED. MI-BINA CONSISTS OF GAR (AVI WITHTHE PROPERTY OF PURE ALTRUISM), WHICH NEVER RECEIVES OHR HOCHMA AND ZAT (YESHSUT) THAT RECEIVES OHR HOCHMA. THEREFORE, AS THE LETTERS ELEH RISE UP TO MI, THEY FIRST REACH ZATDEMI (YESHSUT), WHICH RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA, BUT IN THIS CASE THEY ARE CONCEALED IN THE NAME ELOKIM. AFTER THAT, THE 2NDZIVUG ON GARDEMI (AVI OR THE ALTRUISTIC DESIRES) OCCURS. THESE ALTRUISTIC DESIRES PROVIDE ELEH WITH OHR HASSADIM AND AS A RESULT OF THAT THE NAME ELOKIM BECOMES CORRECTED. AVI - GARDEBINA – OHR HASSADIM YESHSUT - ZATDEBINA – OHR HOCHMA ZON SINCE ELEH LACKS OHR HASSADIM, THE PARTZUF THATIS DEPRIVED OF OHR HOCHMA IS CALLED CAIN. NOT ONLY DID CAIN FAIL TO RAISE MAN AND RECEIVE MI WITH HASSADIM, BUT HE ALSO WISHED TO RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA FROM AVI, AND BY THIS HE DESTROYED THE PARTZUF NAMED ABEL, BECAUSE THE EGOISTICAL DESIRES OF AHPDEMALCHUT OF ATZILUT WERE EXPOSED. THE LIGHT DISAPPEARED FROM THE PARTZUF ABEL, WHICH MEANS THAT IT DIED. CAIN FELL INTO THE IMPURE FORCES (ELEH). THE PLACE OF THESE IMPURE FORCES IS CALLED ARKA. THERE ARE TWO RULERS THAT EMERGED FROM THE IMPURE ELEH: WHEN AHPDEMA IN MALCHUT IS CONCEALED WHILE AHPDEMI IS REVEALED, IT CAN PASS THE LIGHT FROM THE PERFECT, PURE, AND HOLY NAME ELOKIM TO THE SOULS. THIS IS BECAUSE OHRHOCHMA OF ELEH (RECEIVED BY YESHSUT), WILL THEN BE CLOTHED IN HASSADIM (RECEIVED FROM AVI) AND THE HOLY NAME ELOKIM BECOMES REVEALED. HOWEVER, SINCE THE IMPURE FORCES CLING ONLY TO THE AHP OF THE PURE FORCES (I.E., TO MA), THE LETTERS ELEH WITHIN THEM EXIST IN TWO IMPERFECT STATES: (I) WHEN NO HASSADIM AT ALL ARE AVAILABLE; (II) WHEN OHRHOCHMA IN ELEH CANNOT BE CLOTHED IN HASSADIM DUE TO THE LACK OF HASSADIM DE MI; HENCE ELEH ARE IN DARKNESS.     THIS IS THE MALE PART OF THE IMPURE ELEH BECAUSE THESE KELIM ARE MEANT FOR OHR HOCHMA. HOWEVER, THEY HAVE NO HOCHMA DUE TO THE LACK OF HASSADIM DE MI; HENCE THEY ARE IN DARKNESS, DEVOID OF BOTH HOCHMA AND HASSADIM. YET, THESE ARE GREAT KELIM, FOR IF THEY WERE ABLE TO RECEIVE OHRHASSADIM, THEY WOULD RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA INSIDE THESE HASSADIM AS WELL. THE FEMALE PART OF THE IMPURE ELEH ORIGINATES FROM AHPDEMA OF THE HOLY NUKVA, WHICH HAPPENS TO BE THE KLI FOR OHR HASSADIM. NEVERTHELESS, THE IMPURE NUKVA IS SERIOUSLY DAMAGED BECAUSE IT IS THE BASIS OF ALL WHO MOVE AWAY FROM THE CREATOR, FOR IT POSES AS THE HOLY MALCHUT. DEPENDING ON THE EXTENT OF ITS IMPERFECTION, IT HAS MANY IMPURE NAMES. YET, IT STILL RETAINS A TINY LIGHT (NER DAKIK) BECAUSE ITS KELIM ORIGINATED FROM AHPDEMA, WHICH ARE THE KELIM OF OHR HASSADIM IN THEIR ROOT. THESE MALE AND FEMALE PARTS OF THE IMPURE ELEH ARE ZA AND MALCHUT OF THE IMPURE FORCES, THE TWO RULERS IN ARKA: THE MALE PART RULES OVER DARKNESS AND THE FEMALE PART IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LIGHT THAT IS THERE. THEY MAKE COMPLAINTS AGAINST EACH OTHER BECAUSE THEY ARE OPPOSITE: THE MALE PART COMPLAINS BECAUSE IT IS THE KELIM OF THE LETTERS ELEH EMPTY OF OHR HOCHMA, WHICH ARE INSIDE THE KELIM OF THE FEMALE PART OF THE IMPURE FORCES AND PREFER TO REMAIN IN ITS DARKNESS. THE NUKVA OF THE IMPURE FORCES THAT HAS A SMALL LIGHT OF HASSADIM HAS NO ASPIRATION FOR OHR HOCHMA LET ALONE THE DARKNESS IN WHICH ITS MALE PART ABIDES. THEREFORE, IT COMPLAINS ABOUT IT AND MOVES AWAY FROM OHR HOCHMA. THE ZOHAR SAYS THAT TWO RULERS GOVERN THERE: ONE (THE MALE PART) OVER DARKNESS, THE OTHER (THE FEMALE PART) OVER THE LIGHT. THEY ARE HOSTILE TO EACH OTHER BECAUSE THE MALE PART RULES OVER DARKNESS AND THE FEMALE PART RULES OVER THE LIGHT. THEY HATE, SLANDER, AND COMPLAIN AGAINST EACH OTHER. BECAUSE THIS MOVES THEM AWAY FROM EACH OTHER, THEY CANNOT SPREAD THEIR DOMINANCE AND HAVE NO STRENGTH TO CAUSE DAMAGE.  AFTER CAIN HAD SINNED AND DROPPED THE PURE LETTERS OF HIS SOUL INTO THE IMPURE FORCES OF ARKA, HIS ELEH (DEPRIVED OF HASSADIM) DRESSED UP IN THE MEAGER LIGHT PRESENT IN THE IMPURE FORCES. THIS REVIVES THE SMALL KELIM DE HOCHMA IN CAIN’S ELEH BECAUSE THE LIGHT OF THE IMPURE FORCES PROVIDES THEM WITH LIFE JUST LIKE THE PURE LIGHT OF HASSADIM.  AS A RESULT OF THIS, THE MALE PART (ELEH) OF THE IMPURE FORCES ALSO MADE A ZIVUG WITH THE NUKVA, WHICH DRESSED CAIN’S ELEH, BECAUSE IT HAS THESE KELIM OF CAIN AS WELL. WITH THE HELP OF THIS ZIVUG, CAIN BEGOT HIS DESCENDANTS, THE SPARKS OF OHR HOCHMA THAT REMAIN IN THE LETTERS ELEH. THEY DO NOT GET MIXED WITH THE MALE IMPURE KELIM ELEH THAT DRESSED UP IN THE LIGHT OF NUKVA OF THE IMPURE FORCES.  THEREFORE, THE ZOHAR SAYS THAT WHEN CAIN DESCENDED THERE, EVERYTHING MERGED AND BECAME COMPLETE, BECAUSE THE SPARKS OF OHR HOCHMA THAT REMAINED IN CAIN’S ELEH WERE DRESSED UP IN THE LIGHT OF NUKVA OF THE IMPURE FORCES. AS A RESULT OF THIS, ITS MALE IMPURE FORCE WISHED TO ENJOY THE SPARKS OF OHR HOCHMA THAT ARE IN CAIN’S ELEH. HENCE, THEY MADE A ZIVUG, I.E., THEY SPREAD AND COMPLEMENTED EACH OTHER, AND ALL SAW THAT THEY WERE THE DESCENDANTS OF CAIN. THIS ZIVUG PRODUCED THE DESCENDANTS, THE SPARKS OF OHR HOCHMA IN CAIN’S IMPURE ELEH. BY THIS, THE SPARKS OF OHRHOCHMA OF CAIN’S SOUL WERE REVEALED AND ALL SAW THAT THEY WERE CAIN’S DESCENDANTS BORN OF AN EVIL ZIVUG.   THEREFORE, THEIRTWO HEADS ARE JUST LIKE TWO SNAKES BECAUSE THEY WERE BORN OUT OF A UNION OF THE MALE AND FEMALE PARTS OF IMPURE ELEH THAT ARE INITIALLY OPPOSITE TO ONE ANOTHER. THE DESCENDANTS OF CAIN HAVE TWO HEADS OF THE TWO IMPURE FORCES: ONE OF THEM STRIVES AFTER THE DARKNESS OF THE DESIRES TO RECEIVE OHRHOCHMA; THE OTHER IS DRAWN TO THE LIGHT THAT IS IN THE IMPURE DESIRES OF IMPURE NUKVA. THE TWO SNAKE HEADS CORRESPOND TO THE TWO ANIMALS BELONGING TO THE SYSTEM OF PURE FORCES: AN OX AND AN EAGLE. HOWEVER, THE TWO HEADS EXIST ONLY IN THE STATE OF THE MALE PART’S DOMINANCE, WHEN THE DARKNESS RULES. BY DRESSING UP IN THE LIGHT OF NUKVA TO ENJOY THE SMALL SPARKS OF OHRHOCHMA, AGAINST ITS WILL THE MALE PART SUPPORTS THE DOMINANCE OF ITS NUKVA BECAUSE IT WANTS ITS LIGHT. AS A RESULT OF THIS, THEIR DESCENDANTS HAVE TWO HEADS: THE FIRST HEAD PULLS IN ONE DIRECTION AND THE SECOND IN ANOTHER.   NUKVA OF THE IMPURE FORCES DOES NO NEED THEIR MALE PART BECAUSE ITS MALE PART IS IN THE DARKNESS AND CANNOT GIVE IT ANYTHING. THEREFORE, NUKVA DOMINATES AND PREVAILS IN ITS IMPURITY, WHILE LEAVING NOTHING OF THE MALE PART. CONSEQUENTLY, CAIN’S TWO HEADED DESCENDANTS BECOME ONE-HEADED. THE ZOHAR SAYS THAT THE RULER OF THE LIGHT DEFEATS THE LORD OF THE DARKNESS. WHEN IMPURE NUKVA THAT HAS THE LIGHT DOMINATES, IT DEFEATS THE MALE IMPURE PART AS WELL AS THE OTHER MALE RULER. THIS IS BECAUSE IT DEFEATS THE MALE PART AND TRAMPLES IT DOWN WITH ITS POWER. THEY INCLUDE THEMSELVES IN ITS LIGHT AND DARKNESS AND BECOME AS ONE. THEREFORE, THE POWER OF THE MALE PART (DARKNESS) BECOMES ENGAGED UNDER THE POWER OF THE FEMALE PART (LIGHT) AND THE TWO HEADS BECOME AS ONE.  155. THESE TWO RULERS ARE CALLED AFRIRA AND KASTIMON, AND THEIR IMAGES ARE LIKE THE IMAGES OF THE HOLY ANGELS WITH SIX WINGS. ONE HAS THE IMAGE OF AN OX, AND THE OTHER THE IMAGE OF AN EAGLE. WHEN THEY BECOME UNITED, THEY ASSUME THE IMAGE OF MAN. THE MALE IMPURE FORCE IS CALLED KASTIMON (DEVASTATION) BECAUSE IT IS DARKNESS AND IS NOT SUITABLE FOR MAN’S LIFE. THE IMPURE NUKVA, THE FEMALE PART IS CALLED AFRIRA (FROM THE WORD AFAR - DUST) AND IS UNFIT FOR SOWING. IT IS CALLED SO TO SHOW THAT ALTHOUGH IT HAS LIGHT, IT IS NOT ENOUGH FOR SOWING AND HARVESTING TO FEED PEOPLE. THE ZOHAR SAYS THAT IT HAS THE IMAGE OF THE HOLY ANGELS WITH SIX WINGS, WHICH CORRESPONDS TO THE LETTER VAV IN THE NAME HAVAYAH. IN CONTRAST TO THAT, THERE ARE ONLY 4 WINGS IN THE IMPURE FORCES, WHICH CORRESPOND TO THE NAME ADNI INDICATING THE HEIGHT OF THE IMPURE FORCES WITH REGARD TO THE HOLY ANGELS. THE UPPER LIGHT IS CALLED “WINE” THAT MAKES THE CREATOR AND PEOPLE HAPPY. HOWEVER, WINE HAS CRUST (SIGIM) OR YEAST. THE MAIN WRECKER OF THE WORLD EMERGES FROM THIS WASTE BECAUSE IT IS STILL CONNECTED TO PURITY (YEAST) AND HAS THE IMAGE OF A MAN. HOWEVER, AS HE DESCENDS TO HARM PEOPLE, HE ASSUMES THE IMAGE OF AN OX. THEREFORE, AN OX IS THE FIRST OF THE FOUR MAIN WRECKERS.  HENCE, THE ZOHAR TELLS US THAT KASTIMON IS A WRECKER IN THE IMAGE OF AN OX, THUS SHOWING THAT IT IS THE BASIS OF ALL WRECKERS CALLED “IMPURE OX.” IT IS THE SIGIM OF OHR HOCHMA OF THE HOLY NAME ELOKIM, IMPURE ELEH THAT CORRESPOND TO PURE ELEH OF THE NAME ELOKIM. THIS IS BECAUSE SIGIM AND YEAST ARE BELOW IT, BUT SINCE IT IS STILL CONNECTED TO PURITY, IT HAS THE IMAGE OF A MAN, FOR OHRHOCHMA OF THE NAME ELOKIM IS TZELEM (IMAGE) OF A MAN, OF WHICH IT IS SAID: “AND GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE,” BETZELEMELOKIM. HOWEVER, WHEN IT SEPARATES FROM PURITY (ALTRUISM) THROUGH DETERIORATION OF ITS DESIRES AND (ACCORDING TO THE WORSENING OF ITS PROPERTIES) DESCENDS TO ITS PLACE (BEFITTING THESE PROPERTIES) IN ARKA, IT ASSUMES THE IMAGE (PROPERTIES) OF AN OX AND ITS NUKVA (IN ARKA) TAKES ON THE FORM (PROPERTIES) OF AN EAGLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS PURPOSE AND ACTION CALLED LENASHER (FALL OUT), CAUSING HUMAN SOULS TO FALL UNDER ITS POWER. THIS IS WHY THE WORD NESHER (EAGLE) IS DERIVED FROM THE WORD NESHIRA (FALLING OUT), JUST LIKE LEAVES FALLING DOWN FROM THE TREE, BECAUSE THE ROLE OF THE IMPURE NUKVA IS TO SEEK OUT PEOPLE AND BRINGING THEM TO A STATE OF NIGHT AND DARKNESS. THIS IS CALLED THE DESTRUCTION OF THE HOLY COVENANT, AS A RESULT OF WHICH, THE SOULS LEAVE PEOPLE (SEE ITEM 131). THEREFORE, THE ZOHAR SAYS: “WHEN THEY JOIN, THEY CREATE THE IMAGE OF A MAN,” I.E., IF THEY RETURN AND UNITE WITH PURITY, BEING AS WINE YEAST, THEY RETURN AND ASSUME THE IMAGE OF A MAN AGAIN, JUST AS THEY DID BEFORE THEY DESCENDED TO ARKA AND BECAME WRECKERS. 156. WHEN THEY ARE ENVELOPED WITH DARKNESS, THEY CHANGE THEIR FORMS INTO A SNAKE WITH TWO HEADS AND MOVE LIKE A SNAKE. THEY FLY AROUND IN THE VOID AND BATHE IN THE GREAT SEA. WHEN THEY REACH THE CHAINS OF AZA AND AZAEL, THEY IRRITATE AND AROUSE THEM. THEN THEY LEAP INTO THE MOUNTAINS OF DARKNESS, THINKING THAT THE CREATOR WISHES TO CALL UPON THEM FOR JUDGMENT.  I SUGGEST THAT THE READER SHOULD TRY TO COMMENT ON THE ZOHAR ALONE, WITHOUT ANY HELP, AND THEN COMPARE HIS THOUGHTS WITH THE STATED BELOW. THIS WAY, WE MIGHT UNDERSTAND WHAT RABBI Y. ASHLAG HAS DONE FOR US WITH HIS COMMENTARY. PRIOR TO THE APPEARANCE OF HIS COMMENTARIES ON THE BOOKS OF THE ARI AND THE ZOHAR THERE WAS NO OPPORTUNITY TO UNDERSTAND KABBALAH CORRECTLY AND ONLY VERY FEW PEOPLE IN EACH GENERATION COULD INDEPENDENTLY CLIMB THE SPIRITUAL LADDER. I ASSURE THE READER THAT SIMPLY BY READING MY BOOKS, WHICH RETELL THE COMPOSITIONS OF GREAT KABBALISTS, RABBI Y. ASHLAG AND HIS ELDER SON AND MY TEACHER, RABBI B. ASHLAG, ANYONE CAN ATTAIN THE CREATOR. I BELIEVE THAT THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY READ PREVIOUS BOOKS REALIZE THAT IT IS POSSIBLE!  AS THE ZOHAR SAYS IN ITEM 154, WHEN IMPURE NUKVA DOMINATES OVER MAN BY MEANS OF ITS LIGHT, TWO HEADS BECOME AS ONE. HOWEVER, IN THE DARKNESS, I.E. WHEN THE MALE PART CALLED KASTIMON DOMINATES; THEY TURN INTO A SNAKE WITH TWO HEADS BECAUSE THE MALE PART IS UNABLE TO ANNUL THE POWER OF THE FEMALE PART. IT NEEDS TO BE DRESSED UP IN HER LIGHT; HENCE, THE SNAKE HAS TWO HEADS. THEY MOVE LIKE A SNAKE AND INTEND TO CAUSE DAMAGE (THE PROPERTY OF THE SERPENT), I.E., TO TEMPT HAVAH (EVE) TO EAT THE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE.  BY THE POWER OF THE ROSH OF IMPURE NUKVA THEY FLY AROUND IN THE VOID, WHERE THE ROOT OF THE IMPURE FORCE CALLED “VOID” (OR THE GREATEST FALL) EXISTS, AS IT IS WRITTEN: “THEY MOUNTED UP TO THE HEAVEN, THEY WENT DOWN TO THE DEEPS” (TEHILIM 10:26). BY THE POWER OF THE IMPURE MALE PART, THEY BATHE IN THE GREAT SEA, I.E., IN OHR HOCHMA OF THE IMPURE FORCES. THEREFORE, ARKA IS CALLED THE LAND OF NOD; IT IS CONSTANTLY SWAYING BECAUSE OF THE RULE OF THE TWO HEADS: THOSE THAT EXIST WITHIN IT ALTERNATELY RISE UP TO THE GREAT SEA AND THEN PLUNGE INTO VOID.  THE ANGELS AZA AND AZAEL ARE VERY EXALTED ANGELS. EVEN AFTER THEY HAD FALLEN FROM HEAVEN TO OUR WORLD, TO THE MOUNTAINS OF DARKNESS, LINKED BY A METAL CHAIN, THEIR POWER WAS STILL SO IMMENSE THAT WITH THEIR HELP BIL’AM ATTAINED THE LEVELS OF PROPHECY OF WHICH IT IS WRITTEN: “WHO SEES THE VISION OF THE ALMIGHTY” (BAMIDBAR 24:4).  THIS IS DESCRIBED AS “FALLEN DOWN, YET WITH OPENED EYES” (IBID.) BECAUSE AZA IS CALLED THE “FALLEN” DUE TO ITS FALL FROM HEAVEN TO THE EARTH. AZAEL IS CALLED “OPENING EYES” WITH REGARD TO AZA AT WHOSE FACE THE CREATOR THROWS THE DARKNESS. THIS IS WHAT OUR SAGES SAID ABOUT BIL’AM’S HIGH PROPHETIC LEVEL: “THERE HAS NOT ARISEN A PROPHET LIKE MOSHE IN ISRAEL, BUT THERE WAS ONE AMONG THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD BY THE NAME OF BIL’AM” (BAMIDBAR-RABA 14). THE REASON FOR THEIR DOWNFALL FROM HEAVEN TO THE EARTH LIES IN THEIR COMPLAINTS AGAINST MAN AT THE MOMENT OF HIS BIRTH. HOWEVER, MANY ANGELS WERE COMPLAINING AND OBJECTING; WHY THEN DID THE CREATOR THROW DOWN ONLY THESE TWO? THE ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION CAN BE FOUND IN ITEMS 416-425 OF THE CHAPTER “BALAK” IN THE ZOHAR. IN BRIEF, IT SAYS HOW THE DESIRE TO CREATE ADAM (OR MAN, BECAUSE THE HEBREW FOR MAN IS ADAM) APPEARED IN THE CREATOR. HE SUMMONED THE SUPERIOR ANGELS, SEATED THEN BEFORE HIMSELF, AND TOLD THEM ABOUT HIS DESIRE TO CREATE MAN.  THE ANGELS REPLIED: “WHAT IS MAN, THAT YOU ARE MINDFUL OF HIM?” (TEHILIM 8:5), MEANING WHAT PROPERTY DOES THE MAN WHOM YOU WISH TO CREATE POSSESS? HE REPLIED TO THEM: “THIS MAN WILL BE LIKE ME AND HIS WISDOM WILL SURPASS YOURS, BECAUSE THE HUMAN SOUL INCLUDES ALL THE ANGELS AND LEVELS JUST AS HIS BODY INCLUDES ALL THE LEVELS OF THIS WORLD.”  THEREFORE, AT THE MOMENT OF THE CREATION OF MAN’S SOUL, THE CREATOR SUMMONED ALL THE SUPERNAL ANGELS, SO THAT THEY WOULD PASS THEIR PROPERTIES AND FORCES TO IT. IT IS THEREFORE WRITTEN: “'LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR IMAGE, AFTER OUR LIKENESS,” MEANING THAT MAN’S IMAGE INCLUDES ALL PROPERTIES OF ALL THE ANGELS. THE WORDS “IMAGE AND LIKENESS” ARE NOT JUST WORDS; THEY DO NOT SIMPLY DESCRIBE SIMILARITY, BUT CONSTITUTE VERY MEANINGFUL SPIRITUAL NOTIONS.  THE ANGELS’ QUESTION SHOULD BE INTERPRETED AS FOLLOWS: “WHAT KIND OF A CREATURE IS MAN AND WHAT IS HIS NATURE? HOW SHALL WE BENEFIT FROM PASSING (CONNECTING) OUR PROPERTIES TO HIM?” THE CREATOR REPLIED: “THIS MAN WILL BE LIKE ME AND HIS WISDOM WILL SURPASS YOURS.” BY THIS HE PROMISED TO THEM THAT MAN WILL INCLUDE ALL THEIR QUALITIES (THE PROPERTIES OF TZELEM) AND THAT HE WILL BE WISER THAN THE ANGELS. HOWEVER, BEING CONNECTED TO HIM, THEY WILL BENEFIT FROM HIS GREAT ATTAINMENTS AND ACQUIRE EVERYTHING THAT THEY LACK NOW.  THIS IS BECAUSE THE HUMAN SOUL INCLUDES ALL THE SPIRITUAL LEVELS AND ALL THE PROPERTIES OF ALL THE ANGELS. THE WAY HIS BODY INCLUDES ALL THE MATERIALS AND BEINGS OF OUR WORLD WITH ALL OF THEIR PROPERTIES, SO DOES HIS SOUL INCLUDE THE ENTIRE CREATION ACCORDING TO THE CREATOR’S DESIRE.  IT IS WRITTEN IN THE TORAH: “FOR THERE IS NO ENCHANTMENT WITH JACOB, NEITHER IS THERE ANY DIVINATION WITH ISRAEL.” SAGES SAID ABOUT THIS APHORISM THAT IN THE FUTURE, THE ANGELS WILL ASK ISRAEL ABOUT THINGS THEY DO NOT KNOW BECAUSE ISRAEL’S ATTAINMENTS WILL BE MUCH HIGHER THAN THAT OF THE ANGELS. HENCE, ALL THE ANGELS TOOK PART IN THE CREATION OF MAN AND INTEGRATED ALL OF THEIR PROPERTIES WITHIN HIM. HOWEVER, AFTER MAN WAS CREATED AND SINNED BEFORE THE CREATOR, THE ANGELS AZA AND AZAEL APPEARED BEFORE THE LORD AND ACCUSED MAN OF TRANSGRESSING BEFORE HIM. FOR THESE WORDS, THE CREATOR THREW THEM DOWN FROM THE HIGH AND HOLY LEVEL; HENCE, THEY BEGAN MISLEADING PEOPLE. OF ALL THE ANGELS, ONLY THESE TWO, AZA AND AZAEL CAME TO THE CREATOR TO COMPLAIN ABOUT ADAM’S SINS BECAUSE ONLY THEY KNEW THAT MAN WILL RETURN TO THE CREATOR. HOWEVER, AZA AND AZAEL ALSO KNEW THAT THE HARM THAT WAS CAUSED TO THEM BY MAN’S SINS WILL NOT BE CORRECTED BY THIS RETURN. FURTHERMORE, THEY WOULD PREFER MAN NOT TO RETURN IN HIS DESIRES TO THE CREATOR AT ALL; SO, THEY COMPLAINED ABOUT ADAM’S SIN, BECAUSE WITH REGARD TO THEM, THIS SIN IS INCORRIGIBLE. THE FACT IS THAT THE BREAKING OF THE VESSELS AND ADAM’S SIN CONSTITUTE THE SAME BREAKING AND DISAPPEARANCE OF THE SCREEN (ANTI-EGOISTICAL WILL-POWER OR THE INTENTION TO ACT FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR). THE DIFFERENCE IS THAT THE BREAKING OF THE VESSELS MEANS THE BREAKING OF THE SCREEN IN THE PARTZUF CALLED THE “WORLD,” WHILE ADAM’S SIN IS THE BREAKING AND DISAPPEARANCE OF THE SCREEN IN THE PARTZUF CALLED THE “SOUL.” THE SOUL EXISTS INSIDE THE WORLD AND IS SUSTAINED BY IT. THE BREAKING HAS ITS CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES. IT IS NECESSARY FOR MIXING ALL THE PROPERTIES OF BINA AND MALCHUT, AND IS OBLIGED TO TAKE PLACE BOTH IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD AND WITHIN THE SOUL TO IMPART THE PROPERTIES OF BINA TO MALCHUT AND THUS LET IT CORRECT ITSELF. THE BREAKING OF THE WORLD OF NIKUDIM HAS LED TO THE BREAKING OF THE 8 SEFIROTH-G-2/3 OF-T-1/3 OF-T- N-H-Y-M, 4 SEFIROTH-B-ZA-M IN EACH ONE CONSISTING OF 10 SEFIROT; IN ALL: 8 X 4 X 10 = 320 (SHACH) PARTS. BECAUSE OF THE MIXING OF ALL PARTS, EACH PART CONSISTS OF 320 PARTS. ALL OF THESE 320 PARTS CALLED NITZUTZIN (SPARKS) ACQUIRED THE EGOISTICAL WILL TO ENJOY BY RECEIVING THE CREATOR’S LIGHT, WHICH MEANS THAT THEY FELL INTO THE IMPURE FORCES. THERE ARE NO PLACES AND NO PURE AND IMPURE PARTS IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. HOWEVER, IN ORDER TO CONVEY INFORMATION MORE VIVIDLY, WE IMAGINE THE RECEPTION OF LOWER PROPERTIES AS A FALL AND OF HIGHER SPIRITUAL PROPERTIES AS A RISE, THE ATTAINMENT OF SIMILARITY OF PROPERTIES AS MERGING, AND THE EMERGENCE OF A NEW PROPERTY AS A SEPARATION. THE APPEARANCE OF EGOISTICAL DESIRES IN A SPIRITUAL OBJECT IS REFERRED TO AS ITS FALL INTO IMPURE FORCES, ALTHOUGH THESE IMPURE FORCES EXIST WITHIN HIM (NOT VICE VERSA) AND ONLY BECOME MORE APPARENT. THERE IS NOTHING AROUND A PERSON, EVERYTHING IS WITHIN HIM: ALL THE WORLDS, DESIRES, BOTH PURE AND IMPURE. BY STUDYING KABBALAH, WE ATTRACT TO OURSELVES THE EMANATION OF THE LIGHT THAT SURROUNDS OUR SOUL (SEE THE INTRODUCTION TO “THE STUDY OF TEN SEFIROT,” PAR. 155), AND THIS LIGHT CREATES A DESIRE FOR CORRECTION WITHIN US. BY ATTAINING THE LEVELS OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS, A PERSON STARTS FEELING THE SPIRITUAL LIGHT CORRESPONDING TO EACH LEVEL. WITH THE LIGHT’S HELP, HE BEGINS TO SEE EGOISTICAL AND ALTRUISTIC PARTS IN EACH OF HIS PROPERTIES. IN COMPARISON WITH THE LIGHT, HE FEELS HIS EGOISTICAL PART AS EVIL AND TO THE EXTENT OF THIS SENSATION, HE MOVES AWAY FROM IT AND REFUSES TO USE THESE DESIRES. HE PERCEIVES HIS ALTRUISTIC DESIRES AS SOMETHING GOOD, BUT HAVING NO STRENGTH TO USE THEM, HE ASKS FOR IT, RECEIVES POWER, ACCEPTS THE LIGHT FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR, AND THUS ASCENDS A HIGHER LEVEL WHERE THIS PROCESS REPEATS ITSELF.  THE RETURN (TESHUVA) MEANS THAT BY RAISING MAN (OUR REQUEST FOR CORRECTION), WE RAISE SOME OF THE 320 CORRUPT PARTS FROM THE IMPURE FORCES INTO WHICH THEY FELL, BACK TO THE WORLD OF ATZILUT, WHERE THEY WERE PRIOR TO ADAM’S SIN. WE HAVE NO STRENGTH TO SORT AND CORRECT, I.E. ELEVATE THE 32 PARTS OF MALCHUT, WHICH ARE IN 8 SEFIROT OF THIS PARTZUF (WORLD) BECAUSE THEIR DEFECTS ARE BEYOND OUR ABILITY TO REPAIR THEM. THEREFORE, OUT OF 320 (SHACH = SHIN + CHET = 300 + 20) PARTS WE CAN, HAVE A RIGHT, AND ARE OBLIGED TO SORT AND CORRECT ONLY 320 – 32 = 288 PARTS (RAPACH = 288) BY OUR RETURN TO THE CREATOR, I.E., 9 X 32, WHERE 9 DESIGNATES THE FIRST 9 SEFIROT IN EACH SEFIRA THAT WE CAN CORRECT BECAUSE THIS REQUIRES A LIGHT OF SPECIAL POWER. WE WILL RECEIVE THIS LIGHT FROM THE CREATOR ONLY AFTER THE CORRECTION OF ALL THE OTHER 288 PARTS, MEANING AT THE END OF CORRECTION.  THESE 32 PARTS OF MALCHUT, WHICH CANNOT AND MUST NOT BE CORRECTED, ARE CALLED LEV HAEVEN (LAMED-BET EVEN – 32 STONES). AS I REPEATEDLY MENTIONED, THERE IS NO NOTION OF “PROHIBITION” IN KABBALAH. THIS WORD IS USED WHEN IT IS NECESSARY TO POINT OUT THE FUTILITY OF TRYING DUE TO WEAKNESS AND LIMITATION. “PROHIBITED” MEANS IMPOSSIBLE, BEYOND MAN’S POWER. THIS IS NOT THE CREATOR’S PROHIBITION; AS A RESULT OF MAN’S PERSONAL FAITH AND EXPERIENCE, HE SHOULD ADMIT THAT IT IS BEYOND HIS POWER TO CARRY OUT SUCH CORRECTIONS.  THEREFORE, GARDEAVI ARE CONCEALED AND THEIR LIGHT IS NOT SHINING. FOR ALL OF ITS 10 SEFIROT TO SHINE, A ZIVUG ON MALCHUT SHOULD BE MADE BECAUSE LEV HAEVEN, THE 32 UNCORRECTED PARTS OF MALCHUT ARE A SUPPLEMENT TO THEIR 10 SEFIROT. UNTIL THESE KELIM ARE MISSING, A COMPLETE ZIVUG IS IMPOSSIBLE. HOWEVER, WHEN THE COMPLETE ANALYSIS AND CORRECTION OF 288 (RAPACH = REISH + PEY + CHET = 200 + 80 + 8 = 288) NITZUTZIN IS OVER, LEV HAEVEN WILL BE CORRECTED BY ITSELF AND NO EFFORT IS REQUIRED ON OUR PART.    THIS IS WHAT THE PROPHET SAYS: “A NEW HEART ALSO WILL I GIVE YOU, AND A NEW SPIRIT WILL I PUT WITHIN YOU; AND I WILL TAKE AWAY THE STONY HEART OUT OF YOUR FLESH, AND I WILL GIVE YOU A HEART OF FLESH.” AVI WILL THEN RECEIVE THEIR LIGHT, BUT THIS WILL OCCUR AT THE END OF CORRECTION. BEFORE THE END OF CORRECTION, AHP OF AVI WILL NOT BE ABLE TO RECEIVE CORRECTION THROUGH OUR RETURN BECAUSE WE WILL BE ABLE TO CORRECT ALL OF OUR EGOISTICAL DESIRES, EXCEPT FOR OUR VERY ESSENCE, MALCHUT DE MALCHUT. SO, THESE ANGELS AZA AND AZAEL ARE THE REAL AHPDEAVI THAT WERE DESTROYED DURING THE BREAKING OF THE VESSELS AND ALMOST RESTORED BEFORE ADAM’S SIN. HOWEVER, ADAM’S SIN DESTROYED THEM AGAIN, THIS TIME UNTIL THE VERY END OF CORRECTION. HENCE, BOTH ANGELS WERE COMPLAINING TO THE CREATOR ABOUT THEIR LIGHT, WHICH DISAPPEARED THROUGH ADAM’S FAULT, BECAUSE THEY SAW THAT THERE WAS NO HOPE THAT ADAM WILL CORRECT THEM BY HIS RETURN TO THE CREATOR. MOREOVER, THEY SAW THAT BY HIS RETURN, ADAM HAD LOWERED THEIR LEVEL EVEN MORE. NOW THE ENTIRE CORRECTION AND RETURN SHOULD BE LIMITED TO ONLY 288 PARTS WITHOUT ANY PARTICIPATION OR EVEN APPROACHING THE 32 FORBIDDEN PARTS CALLED LEV HA EVEN, WHICH REFERS TO THE CORRECTION OF AVI, WHOSE LIGHT IS THE LIGHT OF THE ANGELS, JUST AS THE KELIM OF THE TRUE AHPDEAVI ARE THEIR KELIM.  EACH RAISING OF MAN MEANS THE SEPARATION OF IMPURITY, LEV HAEVEN FROM THE FOOD, RAPACH = 288 NITZUTZIN, THE PARTS THAT CAN BE CORRECTED. HENCE, IT TURNS OUT THAT BY REMOVING AZA AND AZAEL FROM THE PARTICIPATION IN THE CORRECTION OF LEV HA EVEN, WE LOWER THEM EVEN MORE. THE TWO ANGELS COMPLAINED TO THE CREATOR AND PREVENTED ADAM FROM RETURNING BECAUSE THE RETURN BRINGS THEM EVEN LOWER, FOR 32 PARTS REFER TO THEM.  THEREFORE, WHEN THE CREATOR SAW THAT THEIR COMPLAINTS THREATEN TO WEAKEN MAN’S POWER TO RETURN TO HIM, HE TOLD THEM THAT ADAM DID NOT SPOIL ANYTHING FOR THEM BY HIS SIN, BECAUSE ALTHOUGH THERE IS GREATNESS AND HOLINESS IN THEM WHEN THEY ARE IN HEAVEN AND NO IMPURE FORCES CAN CLING TO THEM, STILL THIS PERFECTION IS INCOMPLETE BECAUSE THEY CANNOT EXIST IN OUR WORLD, IN THE PLACE OF THE IMPURE FORCES.  THE CREATOR TOLD THEM: “YOU HAVE LOST NOTHING AS A RESULT OF ADAM’S SIN BECAUSE YOU ARE NO BETTER THAN HIM. YOUR LEVEL IS THE RESULT OF YOUR PLACE.” SINCE THE CREATOR’S WORDS CONSTITUTE HIS ACTIONS, THEY INSTANTLY FELL FROM HEAVEN TO THE EARTH (NOT PHYSICAL EARTH, BUT INTO EGOISM, OF COURSE!). SINCE THEY CAME (SPIRITUALLY DESCENDED) TO CORPOREAL (AS KABBALAH DEFINES IT) LIFE, THEY STARTED PICKING AND ANALYZING THE 32 PARTS OF COMPLETE EGOISM CALLED THE “DAUGHTERS OF MEN,” OF WHICH THE TORAH SAYS: “THE SONS OF GOD (ANGELS) SAW THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN (EGOISTICAL NUKVA) THAT THEY WERE FAIR (THEY SAW AN OPPORTUNITY OF EGOISTICAL RECEPTION OF PLEASURE); AND THEY TOOK THEM AS WIVES (USED THEIR EGOISTICAL DESIRES), WHOMSOEVER THEY CHOSE (THEY CHOSE THIS LOW STATE BY THEMSELVES)” (BERESHEET 6:2). THIS IS BECAUSE THEY DID NOT WANT TO SEPARATE THE IMPURITY OF THE 32 EGOISTICAL PARTS AND PREFER ONLY 288, BUT TOOK EVERYTHING THEY CHOSE, INCLUDING LEV HAEVEN. HENCE, THEY TRANSGRESSED WITH NUKVA LILIT (THE SINNER) AND WISHED TO DRAW THE ENTIRE WORLD TOWARD SIN, FLING IT INTO THE LAST STAGE OF EGOISM, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT WANT MAN TO RETURN, WHICH WAS ABSOLUTELY OPPOSITE TO THEIR ROOT. WHAT DID THE CREATOR DO? HE CHAINED THEM! HE SAW THAT IF THEY HAD THE POWER TO RETURN TO HEAVEN AFTER THE SIN, THEN ALL PEOPLE WOULD FAIL IN THEIR ATTEMPTS TO ASPIRE TO THE CREATOR BECAUSE THE DOMINANCE OF THESE EGOISTICAL ANGELS (FORCES) WOULD BE TOO GREAT. (RASHI SAYS THAT THE TORAH SPEAKS IN THE WORDS OF MAN. HENCE, EVERYTHING IS DESCRIBED IN NOTIONS OF TIME AND SEQUENCE OF EVENTS. SIMILARLY, THE CREATOR SEEMINGLY CREATES AND THEN SEES THE RESULTS OF HIS WORK.) THEREFORE, ALTHOUGH THEIR ROOT IS VERY HIGH, THE CREATOR GAVE HIS PERMISSION TO ACT TO THE ROOT OF THE IMPURE FORCES (HERE WE SEE THAT THE CREATOR GOVERNS ALL THE FORCES IN THE CREATION) CALLED BARZEL (IRON), AS IT IS WRITTEN: “THERE WAS NEITHER HAMMER NOR AXE NOR ANY TOOL OF IRON HEARD IN THE HOUSE, WHILE IT WAS IN BUILDING” BECAUSE IRON IS THE IMPURE FORCE.  BECAUSE THIS IMPURE FORCE FASTENED ITS GRIP ON THE TWO ANGELS AND BOUND THEM, AS IF WITH IRON CHAINS, BY ITS DESIRES THAT IT DICTATES TO THEM, SUCH A STATE IS CHARACTERIZED AS BEING IN MOUNTAINS OF DARKNESS, FROM WHICH THEY CANNOT RISE UNTIL THE FINAL CORRECTION.  WHEN THEY APPROACH THE CHAIN OF AZA AND AZAEL, IRRITATE AND AWAKE THEM, THIS AWAKENING OF THE 4TH PART OF THE WILL TO RECEIVE, MALCHUT DE MALCHUT, THE GREATEST DESIRE TO RECEIVE IS CALLED “WRATH AND RAGE.” THEY LEAP OVER THE MOUNTAINS OF DARKNESS AND THINK THAT THE CREATOR WANTS TO BRING THEM TO TRIAL, BECAUSE BEING STRANGLED BY IRON CHAINS, THEY COULD NOT RISE TO THEIR ROOTS AND RECEIVE HOCHMA. THEREFORE, THIS ACTION IS CHARACTERIZED AS LEAPING, AS AN ATTEMPT TO RISE UP FOLLOWED BY A FALL, AS A RESULT OF WHICH, THEY DESCEND DEEPER INTO THE MOUNTAINS OF DARKNESS. THEY THINK THAT BECAUSE OF THEIR LEAPS (ATTEMPTS TO RECEIVE THE LIGHT FROM THEIR ROOT) THE CREATOR IS STRICT WITH THEM AND DECIDE TO STOP JUMPING.  ALTHOUGH THEY CANNOT GIVE ANYTHING (THEIR ATTEMPTS TO REACH UP ARE MERE JUMPS AND FALLS), STILL THIS IS ENOUGH FOR THE TWO RULERS IN ORDER TO RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA BECAUSE THIS WAY THEY RECEIVE THE POWER TO SWIM IN THE SEA OF HOCHMA OF THE IMPURE FORCE; WHEREAS THEY PREVIOUSLY HAD THE STRENGTH ONLY TO BATHE IN IT.  THE REASON FOR THIS IS THAT THERE IS NO ACTION IN THIS IMPURE FORCE; EVERYTHING IS LIMITED ONLY TO THOUGHTS AND DESIRES BECAUSE THE ESSENCE OF THE IMPURE FORCES, THE DESIRES THAT SEPARATE US FROM THE CREATOR, IS SUCH THAT BEFORE THE LEVEL OF AN ACTION IS ACHIEVED, PURITY DISAPPEARS FROM THERE. THEREFORE, THE IMPURE FORCES WILL NEVER REACH THE LEVEL OF AN ACTION.  THE WORK, WHICH IS ALIEN TO THE SPIRITUAL, THE WORK FOR THE IMPURE FORCES, AND ACCORDING TO THE INSTRUCTION AND DESIRES THAT THEY INSERT INTO MAN’S THOUGHTS, IS CALLED “AVODA ZARA” (ALIEN WORK) BECAUSE IT IS OPPOSITE TO THE WORK “FOR THE CREATOR’S SAKE.” IN THIS ALIEN WORK FOR AN ALIEN MASTER THE CREATOR PUNISHES EVEN FOR MERE THOUGHTS AND DESIRES, AS IT IS SAID BY THE PROPHET: “THAT I MAY TAKE THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL IN THEIR OWN HEART” (YECHEZKEL 14:5). SAGES SAID THAT A PERSON IS ACCUSED AND PUNISHED EVEN FOR THOUGHTS, DESIRES, AND DOUBTS IN THE “ALIEN WORK” THAT APPEAR IN HIS HEART IN EXACTLY THE SAME WAY AS FOR A COMPLETED ACTION. HENCE, THE LEAPS OF AZA AND AZAEL ARE SUFFICIENT IN THEIR DESIRE TO RECEIVE HOCHMA, ALTHOUGH IN REALITY THEY RECEIVE NOTHING. 157. THESE TWO CREATOR-APPOINTED RULERS SWIM IN THE GREAT SEA AND FLY OFF FROM THERE. THEY GO AT NIGHT TO NA’AMAH, THE MOTHER OF THE WITCHES, BY WHOM THE FIRST PEOPLE WERE MISLED (BERESHEET 6:1-4). THEY WISH TO APPROACH HER, BUT SHE LEAPS AWAY 60,000 PARSAOT AND CHANGES HER FORM INTO MANY DIFFERENT SHAPES, SO THAT PEOPLE MAY BE LED ASTRAY AFTER HER.  AFTER RECEIVING POWER FROM AZA AND AZAEL, THEY CAN ALREADY MAKE A ZIVUG WITH NA’AMAH, AS THE FIRST ANGELS AZA AND AZAEL ERRED. FROM THAT ZIVUG WITH AZA AND AZAEL NA’AMAH GAVE BIRTH TO ALL THE SPIRITS AND WITCHES OF THE WORLD, AND THE TORAH CALLS AZA AND AZAEL THE “SONS OF GOD” OR THE “SONS OF THE GREAT” (BERESHEET 6:2). YET HOW CAN IT BE THAT SUCH SUPERNAL ANGELS CAME TO SUCH DEPRAVED ACTIONS WITH NA’AMAH AND WHY DID SHE GIVE BIRTH TO DEMONS AND WITCHES AND NOT TO PEOPLE? THE FACT IS THAT THE UPPER WORLD (AVI) WAS CREATED BY THE LETTER YUD, BY THE MALE PART, AND THEY HAVE NOTHING OF THE 4TH PART OF MALCHUT CALLED MALCHUT DE MALCHUT. HOWEVER, ZON (THE LOWER WORLD) WAS CREATED BY THE LETTER HEY, WHICH INCLUDES MALCHUT DE MALCHUT. AVI CONSTANTLY ASPIRE ONLY TO OHRHASSADIM, TO ALTRUISTIC ACTIONS (BESTOWAL) BECAUSE BINA EMERGED IN THIS WAY IN THE 4 STAGES OF THE BIRTH OF MALCHUT, EVEN BEFORE THE APPEARANCE OF THE FIRST KLI (MALCHUT DE MALCHUT). NEVERTHELESS, ZON NEED OHR HOCHMA, BECAUSE ZA WAS CREATED THIS WAY IN THE 4 STAGES OF THE BIRTH OF MALCHUT. ZA WISHES TO RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA INSIDE OHR HASSADIM THAT IT ALREADY HAS. THE ZIVUG OF AVI CALLED THE “UPPER WORLD” GIVES BIRTH TO ANGELS. JUST LIKE AVI, FROM WHICH THEY WERE BORN, THEY WANT OHR HASSADIM. HUMAN SOULS ARE BORN FROM THE ZIVUG CALLED THE “LOWER WORLD.” LIKE ZON, FROM WHICH THEY WERE BORN, ALL THEY WANT IS OHR HOCHMA. AT THE MOMENT OF BIRTH OF THE COMMON SOUL OF ALL CREATED BEINGS (ADAM FROM ZON DE ATZILUT), ZON WERE AT THE LEVEL OF THE UPPER WORLD (AVI) AND DRESSED IT. LIKE AVI, THEY ALSO ENDED IN THE LETTER YUD OF THE NAME HAVAYAH. THE LETTER HEY OF THE NAME HAVAYAH WAS CONCEALED IN THEIR REVERSE SIDE, ACHORAIM OR AHP. ADAM’S LEVEL WAS RATHER HIGH BECAUSE OF ZON BEING IN THE UPPER WORLD AND ENDING IN THE LETTER YUD, THE LEVEL OF ZON WAS LIKE THAT OF THE ANGELS THAT WERE BORN FROM AVI. AT THE SAME TIME, ZON RECEIVED OHRHOCHMA ACCORDING TO THEIR DESIRE. AS A RESULT OF THIS, THERE WAS THE NAME ELOKIM, THE SUPERNAL WISDOM, THE PERFECTION OF THE UPPER WORLD IN ZON, BECAUSE THERE IS NO BAN OF THE 1ST RESTRICTION TO RECEIVE OHRHOCHMA IN THE LETTER YUD. CAIN AND ABEL WERE BORN FROM THIS STATE. CAIN WAS BORN FROM ELEH AND ABEL FROM MI. MALCHUT (THE LAST LETTER HEY OF THE NAME HAVAYAH) WAS CONCEALED IN BOTH OF THEM. ONLY THE LETTER YUD IS REVEALED; HENCE, THERE WAS SUPERNAL HOCHMA IN THEM.  BASICALLY, HOCHMA IS RECEIVED IN THE KELIMELEH, ZATDEBINA, BY CAIN’S SOUL. THIS PROPERTY OF CAIN IS CONCEALED IN MI BECAUSE THE LAST HEY IS CONCEALED INSIDE YUD AND CAIN WANTED TO MAKE A ZIVUG WITH IT, I.E., TO RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA IN MALCHUT DE MALCHUT, WHICH IS CONCEALED IN ABEL’S SOUL.  BY THIS HE SLEW ABEL BECAUSE AFTER THE LAST HEY WAS REVEALED, THE BAN OF THE 1ST RESTRICTION TO RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA IN IT WAS REVEALED TOGETHER WITH IT. HENCE, THE CREATOR’S NAME ELOKIM DISAPPEARED FROM BOTH OF THEM: MI ROSE UP AND DISAPPEARED BECAUSE IT REFERS TO GAR (THIS DESIGNATES ABEL’S SLAYING) AND CAIN’S ELEH DISAPPEARED BECAUSE IT REFERS TO ZAT AND FELL INTO THE PLACE OF THE IMPURE FORCES CALLED ARKA.  ALTHOUGH IT FELL INTO THE PLACE OF THE IMPURE FORCES, SPARKS OF OHRHOCHMA ARE STILL PRESENT IN THESE KELIM (DESIRES), AS IT IS WRITTEN THAT HIS DAUGHTERS DID NOT SUFFER FROM IT; THEY STILL HAD THE SPARKS OF BINA IN THEM. FROM THIS WE CAN UNDERSTAND THAT NA’AMAH, ONE OF CAIN’S DAUGHTERS, WAS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL OF ALL WOMEN IN THE WORLD BECAUSE THE SIN BASICALLY OCCURRED IN CAIN’S MALE PART AND, AS THE TALMUD SAYS, NOT IN HIS FEMALE PART (SANHEDRIN 74:2).  THEREFORE, AFTER THE CREATOR THREW AZA AND AZAEL DOWN TO THIS WORLD (CREATED BY THE LETTER HEY) AND AFTER THEY SAW NA’AMAH, A NEW HITHERTO NON-EXISTENT DESIRE APPEARED WITHIN THEM – THE WILL TO RECEIVE OHR HOCHMA, BECAUSE BASICALLY THEY WANT ONLY OHRHASSADIM AND ONLY THE IMAGE OF NA’AMAH CREATED IN THEM A NEW DESIRE FOR OHR HOCHMA. SINCE THERE IS NO HEY (THE LAST ONE ON WHICH THERE IS RECEPTION OF OHR HOCHMA) IN THEIR ESSENCE AND IN THAT OF NA’AMAH (FOR IT ORIGINATES FROM CAIN’S ELEH), THEY MADE A MISTAKE WITH REGARD TO HER, AND BELIEVING THAT SHE CAN RECEIVE OHRHOCHMA, THEY MADE A ZIVUG WITH HER.  THEIR MISTAKE WAS TWOFOLD: 1. ALTHOUGH FROM BIRTH THEY HAVE NO HEY (THE LAST ONE BECAUSE PLACE DETERMINES) AND THEY ARE ALREADY IN THIS WORLD THAT THE LAST HEY RULES OVER, THEY ARE FORBIDDEN TO RECEIVE OHRHOCHMA. 2. THEY THOUGHT THAT THERE IS NO LAST HEY IN NA’AMAH’S STRUCTURE, WHILE IT WAS CONCEALED; HENCE, DEMONS AND WITCHES WERE BORN FROM THE ZIVUG WITH IT.  FROM THIS WE CAN UNDERSTAND WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE TALMUD. IT SAYS THAT WITCHES ARE HALF-ANGELS AND HALF-MEN BECAUSE WITH REGARD TO AZA AND AZAEL THEY ARE ANGELS, WHILE WITH REGARD TO NA’AMAH THEY ARE LIKE PEOPLE. SHE COULD NOT GIVE BIRTH TO PEOPLE BECAUSE THE SEMEN SHE RECEIVED CAME FROM ANGELS AND NOT FROM PEOPLE. THE REASON FOR THE HARM THEY, CAUSE LIES IN THE FACT THAT THEY WERE BORN FROM DEPRAVITY, MEANING THE GREATEST POSSIBLE REMOTENESS FROM THE CREATOR. HENCE, THEIR IMPURITY ACCOMPANIES THEM AND CAUSES HARM IN EVERY POSSIBLE WAY. THE ZOHAR SAYS THAT AT NIGHT THEY COME TO NA’AMAH, THE MOTHER OF WITCHES WITH WHOM THE FIRST PEOPLE WERE INFATUATED (SEE THE TORAH. BERESHEET 6:1-4). INDEED, AFTER THEY RECEIVED POWER FROM THESE ANGELS THAT WERE THE FIRST TO HAVE SINNED WITH NA’AMAH, THEY TOO COULD CONTINUE SEDUCING HER. THE ZOHAR SAYS THAT THEY COME AT NIGHT BECAUSE THE POWER OF HOCHMA OF THE IMPURE, FORCES RULES ONLY IN THE NIGHT DARKNESS, DURING THE TIME OF JUDGMENT AND RESTRICTION. IT IS ALSO THE CONSEQUENCE OF THE ROOTS, NAMELY AZA AND AZAEL IN THE MOUNTAINS OF DARKNESS.  AFTER THE DEPRAVITY WITH THEM SHE LEAPT 60,000 PARSAOT, I.E., SHE ROSE SO HIGH THAT SHE WANTED TO ANNUL THE PARSA BELOW VAKDEAA, EACH SEFIRA OF WHICH IS DEFINED AS 10,000; HENCE, ITS VAK = 6 SEFIROT EQUAL 60,000.  THEY WISH TO APPROACH HER, BUT SHE LEAPS AWAY 60,000 PARSAOT; BUT IMMEDIATELY FALLS DOWN AGAIN AND CANNOT TOUCH THEM BECAUSE THERE IS NO ACTION IN THESE UPPER IMPURE FORCES WHICH ARE INACTIVE, AND ALL TRANSGRESSIONS AND MISTAKES ARE ONLY IN THOUGHTS AND INTENTIONS. SHE STILL HAS ENOUGH POWER TO MISLEAD AND INFATUATE PEOPLE, ALTHOUGH MAN DOES NOT REACH THE LEVEL OF IMPURE ACTIONS AND ONLY FOLLOWS HER IN HIS THOUGHTS AND DESIRES. HOWEVER, THE CREATOR PUNISHES FOR SUCH THOUGHTS AND DESIRES AS FOR ACTIONS, AS THE PROPHET WARNS US: “THAT I MAY TAKE THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL IN THEIR OWN HEART” (YECHEZKEL 14:5). THE IMPURE FORCECHANGES HER FORM INTO MANY DIFFERENT SHAPES, SUCH AS FOR EXAMPLE DEPRAVITY WITH MARRIED WOMEN, MURDER AND OTHER THINGS FOR WHICH LILIT IS RESPONSIBLE.  158. THESE TWO RULERS FLY AROUND THE ENTIRE WORLD AND THEN RETURN TO THEIR PLACES. AND THEY AROUSE THE DESCENDANTS OF CAIN, WITH A SPIRIT OF EVIL INCLINATIONS, TO BEGET CHILDREN.  THE PHRASE “FLY AROUND THE ENTIRE WORLD” MEANS THAT IN ALL THEIR THOUGHTS THEY HARM MAN IN EVERY WAY AND ALLURE HIM INTO THE DARKNESS OF NIGHT. THIS IS BECAUSE AFTER A PERSON HAS SINNED, THEY RETURN TO THEIR CONSTANT PLACE IN ARKA AND AROUSE THE SONS OF CAIN THERE TO DEFILE THE DESCENDANTS WITH FILTH. THE ZOHAR SAYS THAT BESIDES PUSHING THE SONS OF CAIN TOWARD SIN IN ARKA, THEY ALSO FLY AROUND IN OUR WORLD (TEVEL) AND COMPEL THE SONS OF THIS LAND TO SIN. 159. THE HEAVENS THAT GOVERN THERE ARE NOT LIKE OURS, AND THE LAND BEARS NEITHER SEED NOR FRUIT BY THEIR LABOR, AS DOES OURS. THE SEEDS WILL GROW AGAIN ONLY ONCE IN A FEW YEARS. HENCE, IT IS WRITTEN ABOUT THEM THAT THEY COULD NOT CORRECT SHMAYA AND ARKA AND PERISHED FROM THE UPPER LAND, WHICH IS CALLED TEVEL, SO THAT THEY MAY NOT RULE OVER IT AND NOT EXIST IN IT, NOR CAUSE HUMAN BEINGS TO BE DEFILED BY THE NIGHT. HENCE, THEY DISAPPEARED FROM ARKA AND FROM THE SPACE OF SHMAYA THAT WERE CREATED BY THE NAME ELEH (AS IT WAS MENTIONED IN PAR. 14). OUR HEAVENS RECEIVE THE LIGHT ESSENTIAL FOR THE BIRTH OF THE SUBSEQUENT PARTZUFIM FROM ZA, WHICH HAS OHR HOCHMA. HENCE, OUR LAND THAT RECEIVES IN MALCHUTDE ZA, RECEIVES A GRAIN AND A SEED. YET, THE HEAVENS IN ARKA DO NOT HAVE THE LIGHT TO BEAR FRUIT AND GIVE BIRTH DUE TO THE RULE OF THE IMPURE FORCES THERE. HENCE, UNLIKE OUR LAND, ARKA CANNOT PRODUCE; ITS LAND HAS NO POWER TO ACCEPT AND GROW A SEED, AND SUCH A PROPERTY APPEARS IN IT ONLY ONCE IN A FEW YEARS. HERE THE ZOHAR SPEAKS ABOUT THE TWO RULERS: AFRIRON AND KASTIMON WHO COULD NOT CORRECT SHMAYA AND ARKA TO MAKE THEM BEAR FRUIT. THESE RULERS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO BE HERE AND PERVERT PEOPLE IN OUR LAND (TEVEL) BECAUSE WHEN THEY EXIST HERE, THEY HARM OUR LAND TO MAKE IT LIKE SHMAYA AND ARKA. THEREFORE, THE ZOHAR SAYS THEY DISAPPEARED FROM THE UPPER LAND OF TEVEL, FROM OUR LAND BECAUSE THEY SOUGHT HOW TO CAUSE HARM WITH THE POWER OF THE NIGHT. THEY PUSH PEOPLE TOWARD SIN BECAUSE OF THE NIGHT AND IT IS A CURSE THAT HANGS OVER ARKA DUE TO THEIR RULE THERE. OUR HEAVENS WERE CREATED BY THE NAME ELEH BECAUSE OUR HEAVENS RECEIVE FROM ZA, WHICH WAS CORRECTED BY THE PROPERTIES OF ELEH, BY THE WORDS: BERESHEET BARAHELOKIM, WHERE MI IS CONNECTED TO ELEH. HENCE, OUR LAND IS CORRECTED BY THE SUPERNAL HOLINESS AND PURITY. THEREFORE, THESE TWO RULERS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO GOVERN HERE. 160. HENCE, THERE IS TARGUM, TRANSLATION (FROM HEBREW TO ARAMAIC, WHICH THE ZOHAR CALLS TARGUM) IN ORDER NOT TO LET THE HOLY ANGELS THINK THAT IT IS SAID ABOUT THEM, SO THAT THEY WILL NOT HARM US. THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE WORD ELEH AS WE HAVE ALREADY STATED. IT IS A HOLY WORD THAT CANNOT BE TRANSLATED INTO TARGUM.  THIS IS BECAUSE EVERYTHING BUT THE WORD ELEH HAS BEEN TRANSLATED INTO THE LANGUAGE OF TARGUM. IT IS SAID IN ITEM 149 THAT ELEH DISAPPEARED FROM BOTH ARKA SHMAYA BECAUSE THE WORD ELEH IS UNTRANSLATABLE. THIS IS THE CONNECTION BETWEEN ELEH AND MI, WHICH GENERATES THE DESCENT OF OHRHOCHMA. IF, LIKE CAIN, ONE SINS AND CORRUPTS THE LETTERS ELEH, ONE FALLS INTO THE IMPURE FORCES, SO THAT EVEN THE HOLINESS OF TARGUM (I.E., VAK OF THE PURE FORCES) LEAVES THEM.   
AMONG ALL THE WISE MEN OF THE NATIONS, THERE IS NONE LIKE YOU
161. RABBI ELAZAR SAID, IT IS WRITTEN: “WHO WOULD NOT FEAR YOU, O KING OF THE NATIONS? WHAT SORT OF PRAISE IS THIS? RABBI SHIMON REPLIED: “ELAZAR MY SON, THIS VERSE HAS BEEN SAID IN MANY PLACES, BUT ONE SHOULD NOT UNDERSTAND LITERALLY THE MEANING OF THE VERSE: FOR AMONG ALL THE WISE MEN OF THE NATIONS, AND IN ALL THEIR KINGDOMS, THERE IS NONE LIKE YOU.” THIS PROVIDES AN EXCUSE FOR THE EVIL INTENTIONS OF SINNERS, OF THOSE WHO THINK THAT THE CREATOR IS NOT AWARE OF THEIR DARK THOUGHTS, DOUBTS, AND INTENTS. BECAUSE OF THIS, THEIR FOLLY SHOULD BE EXPLAINED. A PHILOSOPHER OF A REMOTE NATION APPROACHED ME, AND SAID, “YOU CLAIM THAT YOUR CREATOR GOVERNS THE ENTIRE HEAVENS, AND ALL THE HEAVENLY HOSTS ARE NOT ABLE TO ATTAIN HIM, NOR DO THEY KNOW HIS PLACE. HOWEVER, THIS VERSE DOES NOT ADD A LOT TO HIS GREATNESS, AS IT IS WRITTEN, ‘AS AMONG ALL THE WISE MEN OF THE NATIONS, AND IN ALL THEIR KINGDOMS, THERE IS NONE LIKE YOU.’ WHAT KIND OF A COMPARISON IS THIS, WITH A HUMAN BEING WHO IS NOTHING?”  THIS IS SIMILAR TO WHAT IS WRITTEN ABOUT SINNERS IN PSALMS: “THEY SAY: ‘HOW DOES GOD KNOW? AND IS THERE KNOWLEDGE IN THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]? BEHOLD, SUCH ARE THE WICKED; AND THEY THAT ARE ALWAYS AT EASE INCREASE RICHES.’” THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT THE PHILOSOPHER SAID. HE WAS ONE OF THE GREATEST SAGES AMONG THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD. HE CAME TO RABBI SHIMON TO DISCREDIT ISRAEL’S WISDOM AND WORK IN ABSOLUTE FAITH FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR, WHICH OUGHT TO BE IN GREATER WHOLENESS, PERFECTION, AND INTEGRITY. THIS IS BECAUSE A THOUGHT CANNOT GRASP HIM. THIS SAGE WAS ONE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS WHO ASSERTED THAT THE MAIN THING IN WORK FOR THE CREATOR IS NOT TO SERVE, BUT TO ATTAIN HIM, BECAUSE ACCORDING TO THEIR UNDERSTANDING, THEY ATTAIN HIM. HE CAME TO RIDICULE ISRAEL’S APPROACH; HENCE, HE SAID: “THE CREATOR IS ABOVE ALL HUMAN WISDOM, AND BY THIS HE RULES. HE COMMANDED YOU TO WORK FOR HIM, BE FAITHFUL, IRREPROACHABLE, AND HAVE NO DOUBTS IN HIM, BECAUSE THE HUMAN MIND CANNOT GRASP HIM. EVEN THE HEAVENLY HOSTS, HIS LEGIONS, AND ANGELS ARE UNABLE TO ATTAIN HIM, AS IT IS WRITTEN OF THOSE WHO SAY: ‘BLESSED BE THE CREATOR IN HIS PLACE,’ FOR THEY DO NOT KNOW ‘HIS PLACE’.”   THE PHRASE, “AS AMONG ALL THE WISE MEN OF THE NATIONS, THERE IS NONE LIKE YOU” DOES NOT INDICATE THE CREATOR’S GREATNESS. INDEED, IF THIS PROPHETIC EXPRESSION IS USED TO EXALT THE GOD OF ISRAEL AND SHOW THAT HE IS GREATER THAN THE GOD THAT THE WISE MEN OF THE NATIONS ATTAIN IN THEIR HUMAN MIND, THEN, NATURALLY, THIS DOES NOT ADD MUCH TO THE CREATOR’S GLORY, FOR HE IS COMPARED WITH INSIGNIFICANT AND TRANSIENT FORCES. ON THE CONTRARY, THIS STATEMENT SHOWS DISDAIN FOR THE CREATOR WHEN YOU COMPARE HIM WITH THE WISE MEN OF THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD, WITH MORTAL AND LIMITED CREATURES.” THOSE WERE THE WORDS THAT THE SCHOLAR WHO REPRESENTED THE WISDOM OF THE NATIONS UTTERED BEFORE RABBI SHIMON.  NATURALLY, THE ZOHAR DOES NOT MEAN SOME GENTILE SAGE WHO PAID A VISIT TO RABBI SHIMON. JUST LIKE ALL THE OTHER NAMES OF PLACES AND CHARACTERS MENTIONED IN THE TORAH, TALMUD, AND KABBALAH, THE NAMES OF PLACES, ANIMALS, PEOPLE, AND ACTIONS DESCRIBED IN THE ZOHAR SPEAK ONLY ABOUT THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, THE CREATOR’S ACTIONS, AND HOW A PERSON CAN ACHIEVE THE PURPOSE OF CREATION. IN NO WAY DOES THE BOOK DESCRIBE EVENTS IN OUR WORLD!  THEREFORE, THE ‘WISE MAN OF THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD’ SYMBOLIZES MAN’S INNER EGOISTICAL PROPERTY TO RESEARCH AND KNOW ALL INSTEAD OF HAVING FAITH ABOVE REASON, AS THE TORAH DEMANDS. THIS HUMAN PROPERTY, WHICH IS CALLED A “SAGE OF THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD,” THE EGOISTICAL MIND IS CONSTANTLY ARGUING WITH MAN’S SPIRITUAL, ALTRUISTIC PROPERTY CALLED “ISRAEL” OR THE ASPIRATION TO THE CREATOR. THIS WAY, BY ARGUING WITH IT, MAN BUILDS HIMSELF AND GROWS.  162. FURTHERMORE, YOU CLAIM, AS YOUR TORAH SAYS, THAT “THERE AROSE NOT A PROPHET SINCE IN ISRAEL LIKE MOSHE” (DEVARIM 34:10). THERE IS NONE IN ISRAEL, BUT THERE IS ONE AMONG THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD. SO, I CLAIM THE SAME: THERE IS NONE LIKE YOU AMONG ALL THE WISE MEN OF THE NATIONS, BUT AMONG THE WISE MEN OF ISRAEL THERE IS! HOWEVER, A CREATOR WHO HAS AN EQUAL AMONG THE WISE MEN OF ISRAEL CANNOT BE ALL-POWERFUL. LOOK CLOSELY INTO MY WORDS, AND YOU SHALL SEE THAT I AM RIGHT.  HERE THE PHILOSOPHER (MAN’S INNER EGOISTICAL VOICE) SPOKE WISELY. HE UNDERSTOOD THAT IF HE SPOKE STRAIGHTFORWARDLY, HE WOULD HEAR PRECISE ANSWERS TO HIS QUESTIONS. IT IS WRITTEN: “AMONG ALL THE WISE MEN OF THE NATIONS, THERE IS NONE LIKE YOU.” THIS MEANS THAT NO ONE CAN ATTAIN YOU. THE WORDS, “THERE IS NONE LIKE YOU” IMPLY THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO BECOME EQUAL TO THE CREATOR AND ATTAIN HIM, HIS LEVEL.  HOWEVER, SINCE THE WISE MEN OF THE NATIONS (HUMAN MIND) TAKE PRIDE IN THEIR ATTAINMENT OF THE CREATOR (UNDERSTAND HIS INTENTIONS AND ACTIONS), THEY CONSIDER THEMSELVES SIMILAR TO HIM, FOR AN ATTAINMENT MEANS SIMILARITY OF PROPERTIES WITH THE ATTAINED LEVEL. HENCE, IT IS SAID TO BE A LIE AND THERE IS NONE LIKE HIM BECAUSE THEY DO NOT ATTAIN THE CREATOR, BUT ONLY DELUDE THEMSELVES ABOUT IT.  THE (INNER) PHILOSOPHER (WITHIN A PERSON) UNDERSTOOD THAT, THEREFORE HE STARTED (LEADING MAN ASTRAY, FROM THE PATH OF FAITH, WHICH SURPASSES AND DEFIES THE MIND) WITH A TOTALLY DIFFERENT QUESTION: “IF IT IS PARTICULARLY SAID THAT NO ONE IS EQUAL TO THE CREATOR AMONG THE WISE MEN OF THE NATIONS, DOES THIS MEAN THAT AMONG THE SAGES OF ISRAEL THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO CAN ATTAIN HIM?” FOR OTHERWISE, WHY WOULD IT BE NECESSARY TO SPECIFY THAT THERE IS NONE LIKE HIM AMONG THE WISE MEN OF THE NATIONS.  HOWEVER, IN THAT CASE, HE CANNOT BE THE SUPREME RULER IF HE IS SIMILAR TO YOU! HOW CAN YOU SAY THAT THE GOD OF ISRAEL CANNOT BE ATTAINED BY THE MIND AND THAT HE GOVERNS ALL? YOU SAY THIS BECAUSE YOU HAVE FAITH IN HIS GREATNESS, BUT THERE ARE PEOPLE AMONG YOUR SAGES WHO ARE LIKE HIM, MEANING THOSE WHO ATTAIN HIM.  163. RABBI SHIMON SAID TO HIM, “YOU HAVE SAID CORRECTLY THAT AMONG THE WISE MEN OF ISRAEL THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO ARE EQUAL TO THE CREATOR, BECAUSE WHO RAISES THE DEAD AND BRINGS THEM BACK TO LIFE IF NOT THE CREATOR HIMSELF? YET ELIYAHU AND ELISHA CAME AND RAISED THE DEAD BACK TO LIFE! WHO CAUSES RAIN TO FALL IF NOT THE CREATOR? YET ELIYAHU CAME AND PREVENTED RAIN, THEN CAUSED IT TO FALL THROUGH HIS PRAYER. WHO MADE THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH IF NOT THE CREATOR HIMSELF? YET ABRAHAM CAME AND HEAVENS AND EARTH WERE REVIVED FOR HIS SAKE.” RABBI SHIMON REPLIES THAT THE WISE MAN (WITHIN A PERSON) SPEAKS THE TRUTH WHEN HE ASSERTS THAT AMONG THE SAGES OF ISRAEL THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO ARE EQUAL TO THE CREATOR. HOWEVER, THIS DOES NOT REVOKE THE SIMPLE FAITH IN THE CREATOR’S INSCRUTABILITY TO THE HUMAN MIND. OF COURSE, HE IS THE MASTER AND RULER OF ALL HEAVENS. HE IS SO MUCH HIGHER THAT EVEN THE SUPERNAL ANGELS CANNOT ATTAIN HIM AND DO NOT KNOW HIS PLACE. YET THE TORAH AND COMMANDMENTS WERE GIVEN TO US JUST BECAUSE BY USING THEM, OBSERVING COMMANDMENTS (MAKING A ZIVUG OF A SCREEN WITH THE LIGHT) AND STUDYING THE TORAH (RECEIVING THE LIGHT) FOR THE SAKE OF THE CREATOR, WE, ISRAEL (THOSE WHO ASPIRE TO THE CREATOR) WOULD BE ABLE TO MERGE WITH HIM COMPLETELY (WITH OUR PROPERTIES). HIS LIGHT SHOULD ENTER INTO US TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT WE WOULD BE ABLE TO CARRY OUT THE SAME ACTIONS AS THE CREATOR HIMSELF: RESURRECT THE DEAD (CORRECT EGOISM), MAKE RAINS (OHR HASSADIM) FALL, AND REVIVE HEAVENS AND EARTH (FILL ALL THE PARTZUFIM IN ALL THE WORLDS WITH THE LIGHT OF OUR ACTIONS). IN THIS WE ARE JUST LIKE HIM, AS IT IS SAID: “I WILL KNOW YOU BY YOUR DEEDS (BY FEELING THEM WITHIN MYSELF).” HOWEVER, WE ONLY ATTAIN IT ALL THANKS TO ABSOLUTE AND DEVOTED FAITH (THE PROPERTY OF BINA), WHICH IN NO WAY INSPIRES US TO ATTAIN THE CREATOR WITH OUR MIND (VERIFY AND THEN ACT), AS IN THE CASE OF THE WISE MEN OF THE NATIONS (OUR EGOISM). OUR EGOISM CONSISTS OF A PARTZUF CALLED A “WISE MAN OF THE NATIONS,” ITS ROSH (HEAD) DESIGNATING KNOWLEDGE AND DESIRE TO KNOW ALL AND ITS GUF (BODY) BEING THE WILL TO RECEIVE PLEASURE. THE PHILOSOPHER ARGUES THAT IF ISRAEL CAN DO WHAT THE CREATOR DOES, THEN ISRAEL ATTAINS HIM. THIS IS CORRECT BECAUSE IF A PERSON CAN ACT LIKE THE CREATOR, THEN, TO THE EXTENT OF HIS ACTIONS, HE ATTAINS AND FEELS HIM. IT IS SAID: “I WILL KNOW YOU BY YOUR DEEDS.” IF A PERSON ACTS LIKE THE CREATOR, THEN IN HIS OWN ACTIONS HE UNDERSTANDS THE CREATOR’S SIMILAR ACTIONS AND THEREBY FEELS HIM. YET FIRST A PERSON ADVANCES “BY FAITH ABOVE REASON” AND AS A RESULT HE ATTAINS THE CREATOR’S PROPERTIES AND SUBSEQUENTLY BECOMES LIKE HIM IN HIS ACTIONS. 164. RABBI SHIMON CONTINUED: “WHO GOVERNS THE SUN IF NOT THE CREATOR? YET YEHOSHUA COMES AND STOPS IT. THE CREATOR ISSUES HIS DECREE, YET MOSHE ISSUES ANOTHER DECREE, AND IT BECOMES FULFILLED. THE CREATOR WISHES TO IMPOSE A PENALTY, WHILE THE RIGHTEOUS OF ISRAEL CANCEL HIS VERDICT. EVEN MORE SO, HE HAS COMMANDED US TO FOLLOW HIS PATHS AND TO BE LIKE HIM IN EVERY WAY.” THE PHILOSOPHER THEN BECAME ISRAEL AND WENT TO LIVE IN THE VILLAGE OF SHACHALAYIM. AND THEY CALLED HIM YOSI HAKATAN (HUMBLE YOSI). HE STUDIED THE TORAH AND JOINED THE WISE AND PIOUS MEN OF THAT VILLAGE. THE PROBLEM IS THAT IF A PERSON DOES EVERYTHING ONLY TO THE EXTENT OF HIS FAITH, THEN HE IS LEFT WITH NO CHANCE TO ATTAIN THE CREATOR BECAUSE AN ATTAINMENT COMES AS A RESULT OF APPLYING THE MIND. HOWEVER, THE MOMENT HE STARTS USING HIS MIND, HE IMMEDIATELY DIMINISHES HIS FAITH. HOW CAN FAITH AND REASON BE RECONCILED?  IT IS CORRECT THAT THOSE WHO WISH TO APPROACH THE CREATOR (CALLED ISRAEL) DIMINISH THEIR SIMPLE DEVOTED FAITH, BUT THEY DO THIS ONLY BECAUSE HE COMMANDS THEM TO ACT THIS WAY IN ORDER TO ATTAIN HIS ACTIONS AND SUBSEQUENTLY BECOME LIKE HIM, AS IT IS SAID IN THE TORAH: “FOLLOW HIS PATHS.” BY THIS, THEY OBSERVE HIS COMMANDMENTS. THE PHILOSOPHER WAS SO STRUCK BY THIS TRUTH THAT HE BECAME “ISRAEL” AND STARTED OBSERVING THE TORAH AND COMMANDMENTS.  HE WAS AMAZED WHEN HE FOUND OUT THAT ISRAEL’S ACTIONS, I.E., THEIR ATTAINMENTS OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS DO NOT DIMINISH THEIR FAITH ABOVE REASON BECAUSE ALL OF THEIR ACTIONS AND REVELATIONS STEM FROM AND ARE BASED ON FAITH. ISRAEL ATTAINS THE CREATOR BECAUSE HE COMMANDS THEM TO DO SO, AND NOT BECAUSE THEY DESIRE THIS WITH THEIR EGOISM.  165. NOW THE TIME HAS COME TO HAVE A CLOSER LOOK AT THIS VERSE. IT IS WRITTEN THAT ALL THE NATIONS ARE AS NOTHING BEFORE HIM. YET HOW DOES IT EXALT HIM? HENCE, IT IS WRITTEN: “WHO SEES THE KING OF THE NATIONS?” YET, IS THE KING OF THE NATIONS NOT THE KING OF ISRAEL? THE CREATOR WISHES TO ELEVATE ISRAEL; THEREFORE, HE IS ALWAYS CALLED THE KING OF ISRAEL. THE OTHER NATIONS OF THE WORLD SAY THAT THEY HAVE ANOTHER KING UP IN THE HEAVENS, BECAUSE IT SEEMS TO THEM THAT HE GOVERNS OVER THEM ALONE, AND NOT OVER US.  THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD ARE CERTAIN THAT THEIR SUPERNAL KING IS NOT THE KING OF ISRAEL. THEY BELIEVE THAT THE KING WHO SITS IN HEAVENS AND GOVERNS THEM IS ONLY THEIR KING AND THAT THE KING OF ISRAEL HAS NO POWER OVER THEM. IT SEEMS TO MAN’S EGOISM THAT SOME OTHER (NOT ALTRUISTIC) SYSTEM OF GOVERNANCE RULES OVER IT. EGOISM FAILS TO REALIZE THAT THE CREATOR MADE IT EXACTLY THIS WAY TO ACHIEVE HIS GOAL: WITH THE HELP OF EGOISM TO BRING MAN TO ALTRUISM, FROM “FOR ONE’S SELF” TO “FOR THE CREATOR.” 166. IT IS WRITTEN: “WHO WOULD NOT FEAR YOU, O KING OF THE NATIONS?” (YIRMIYAHU 10:7), WHICH MEANS THAT THEIR SUPERNAL KING IS THERE TO INTIMIDATE AND PERSECUTE THEM, AND DO WITH THEM AS HE WISHES. HENCE, HE SHOULD BE FEARED. ALL FEAR HIM ABOVE AND BELOW. IT IS WRITTEN THAT AMONG ALL THE WISE MEN (THE ANGELS THAT RULE OVER THESE NATIONS) OF THE NATIONS IN THEIR KINGDOMS (ABOVE) THERE IS NONE LIKE YOU. THERE ARE 4 KINGDOMS ABOVE THAT RULE OVER ALL THE NATIONS ACCORDING TO THE CREATOR’S WILL. YET THERE IS NO ONE WHO CAN DO SOMETHING WITHOUT HIS PERSONAL INSTRUCTION. THE WISE MEN OF THE NATIONS ARE THE FORCES THAT RULE FROM ABOVE, AND ALL WISDOM OF THE NATIONS COMES FROM THOSE RULERS. THESE LINES SPEAK ABOUT A BRIDE IN EXILE WHO PREPARES HERSELF FOR HER FUTURE FINAL CORRECTION. THE POWER OF THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD (WITHIN EVERY ONE OF US) CONSISTS IN CONQUERING US (THE ALTRUISTIC DESIRES FOR THE CREATOR) AND PUTTING US UNDER THEIR POWER (SERVING ONLY THE BODY). THEY WANT TO DRIVE US AWAY FROM UNDER THE CREATOR’S RULE AND LET OTHER DESIRES CALLED THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD DOMINATE OVER US. OUR EGOISTICAL DESIRES CALLED THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD DO THAT BY THEIR POWER (TEMPTING US WITH VARIOUS PLEASURES) AND WISDOM (APPEALING TO OUR COMMON SENSE AND REASON).  THE ACTIONS THEY MAKE WITHIN US (SPIRITUAL ASPIRATIONS) STEM FROM THE SYSTEM OF THE IMPURE FORCES AND THEIR IMPURE (EGOISTICAL) ANGELS (OUR INNER EGOISTICAL FORCES), WHICH GIVE POWER AND REASON TO THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD. WITH THE HELP OF THEIR WISDOM THEY (OUR EGOISTICAL DESIRES) LEAD US (THE SONS OF ISRAEL; ONLY THOSE WHO ASPIRE TO THE CREATOR) TO VARIOUS DOUBTS AND DESIRES TO UNDERSTAND THE CREATOR, HIS WAYS, AND THOUGHTS WITHOUT ANY FEAR AND REVERENCE BEFORE HIS GREATNESS AND POWER. AS A RESULT OF THESE DOUBTS WE MOVE AWAY FROM THE CREATOR AND HIS SUPERNAL LIGHT, WHICH PASSES ON TO THEM (OUR EGOISTICAL DESIRES). IT IS WRITTEN: “TZUR (THE CAPITAL OF THE IMPURE FORCES) IS BUILT ON THE RUINS OF JERUSALEM (THE CAPITAL OF THE PURE FORCES).” THUS, THEY ACQUIRE STRENGTH TO PERSECUTE AND HUMILIATE ISRAEL, FORCE THEM TO SUBMIT TO THEIR WILL (SUPPRESS THE ONLY TRUE PATH TO THE SPIRITUAL – FAITH ABOVE AND IN DEFIANCE OF REASON – WITH THEIR PERSUASIONS AND PROOF OF THEIR “REAL” RIGHTFULNESS). AS IT WAS ALREADY EXPLAINED IN THE INTRODUCTION TO THE ZOHAR (PP. 69 TO 71), OUR INNER SPIRITUAL ENSLAVEMENT LEADS TO OUR EXTERNAL CORPOREAL ENSLAVEMENT, PERSECUTION AND HUMILIATION BY THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD.  THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE 4 KINGDOMS THAT RULE OVER US IN OUR 4 (SPIRITUAL AND THEREFORE PHYSICAL) EXILES, WHICH CORRESPOND TO THE SEFIROT H-B-ZA-M THAT ARE SYMBOLIZED BY NEBUCHADNEZZAR, AS IT IS WRITTEN: “AS FOR THAT IMAGE, ITS HEAD WAS OF FINE GOLD, ITS BREAST AND ITS ARMS OF SILVER, ITS BELLY AND ITS THIGHS OF BRASS, ITS LEGS OF IRON, ITS FEET PART OF IRON AND PART OF CLAY” (DANIEL 2:32). WHEN THIS IDOL RULES OVER US, THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD SCOFF AT US CLAIMING THAT THEY HAVE A KING OF THEIR OWN. HOWEVER, SUCH WAS THE CREATOR’S PLAN, AS IT IS SAID: “GOD HAS SO MADE IT, THAT MEN SHOULD FEAR BEFORE HIM” (ECCLESIASTES 3:14) BECAUSE THE SENSATION OF THE CREATOR CALLED SHECHINA IS ALSO CALLED FEAR BEFORE HIM. MEANWHILE, SINCE WE DO NOT FEEL AND HOW GREAT AND ALMIGHTY THE CREATOR IS, WE ARE UNWORTHY OF FEARING HIM AND ONLY FEAR THE KING OF THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD.  THIS INDICATES THAT WE HAVE NO OTHER WAY TO MERGE WITH THE CREATOR COMPLETELY AND FOREVER OTHER THAN WITH THE HELP OF GREAT FEAR BEFORE HIS GREATNESS BY TAKING ON OURSELVES HIS TORAH AND HIS DESIRES (COMMANDMENTS) IN DEVOTED AND COMPLETE FAITH WITHOUT DOUBTING HIS PROPERTIES.  ONLY THEN CAN WE ETERNALLY MERGE WITH HIM IN ABSOLUTE UNION, AND THE CREATOR POURS ALL THE GOOD THINGS FOR WHICH HE CREATED US. HE CONCEIVED THIS IN THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION AND THIS BECAME THE CAUSE OF THE ENTIRE CREATION. SUCH A STATE IS REFERRED TO AS THE COMPLETE AND FINAL DELIVERANCE AND CORRECTION. HOWEVER, BEFORE THE ATTAINMENT OF SUCH AN EXALTED SPIRITUAL STATE THIS IS HOW THE PROPHET DESCRIBES THOSE WHO ASPIRE TO THE CREATOR: “YOU HAVE SOWN MUCH, AND BROUGHT IN LITTLE, YOU EAT, BUT YOU HAVE NOT ENOUGH, YOU DRINK, BUT YOU ARE NOT FILLED WITH DRINK” (HAGGAI 1:6). THIS IS BECAUSE IN ALL OF OUR ACTIONS (OF THOSE HOW ASPIRE TO THE SPIRITUAL) THE IMPURE FORCE (EGOISM) CONSTANTLY TAKES THE LIGHT FOR ITSELF. THIS OCCURS BECAUSE WE HAVE DOUBTS WITH REGARD TO FAITH IN THE CREATOR, WHICH THE IMPURE FORCE GROWS WITHIN US.  YET, THE PURPOSE OF THIS PUNISHMENT IS NOT TO GRIEVE US! EVERYTHING HAPPENS ACCORDING TO THE CREATOR’S PLAN AND SERVES ONLY FOR OUR ADVANCEMENT TOWARD CORRECTION. THEREFORE, AS LONG AS A PERSON REMAINS IN A STATE WHEN HE ONLY CAN LISTEN TO THE EGOISTICAL ARGUMENTS, THE CREATOR GRADUALLY DEVELOPS US BY MEANS OF THESE FORCES. WITH THEIR HELP, WE ARE GRADUALLY BECOMING FIT TO FEEL FEAR BEFORE THE CREATOR, DUE TO MANY TRIALS AND SUFFERINGS THAT OUR EXILE (FROM THE SPIRITUAL) SENDS US.  IN THE END WE BECOME WORTHY OF RECEIVING COMPLETE DEVOTED FAITH AND FEAR BEFORE HIS GREATNESS. IT IS WRITTEN ABOUT THIS STATE: “HE HAS REMEMBERED HIS MERCY AND HIS FAITHFULNESS TOWARD THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH HAVE SEEN THE SALVATION OF OUR GOD” (TEHILIM 98:3).  THIS IS BECAUSE AT THE END OF DAYS THE CREATOR WILL REMEMBER US IN HIS MERCY AND WILL GIVE US POWERS TO RECEIVE COMPLETE UNSHAKABLE FAITH IN HIM. AS A RESULT OF THIS, JERUSALEM (THE CAPITAL OF ALTRUISM) WILL BE REBUILT ON THE RUINS OF TZUR (THE CAPITAL OF EGOISM) BECAUSE ALL THE LIGHT, OF WHICH MALCHUT OF THE IMPURE FORCE WAS ROBBING US DURING OUR EXILE (FROM THE SPIRITUAL WORLD), WILL RETURN TO US AFTER WE ACQUIRE COMPLETE FAITH AND WILL SHINE WITH ALL ITS MIGHT. ALL THE VAIN CREATURES (MANIFESTATIONS OF EGOISM) ON THE EARTH WILL THEN SEE WITH THEIR OWN EYES HOW OUR CREATOR SAVES (CORRECTS) THEM. ALL THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD (WITHIN US) WILL SEE THAT THEY HAVE ALWAYS KEPT THIS LIGHT TO RETURN IT TO US AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME. EVERYONE WILL SEE THAT “ONE MAN HAD POWER OVER ANOTHER TO HIS HURT!” (ECCLESIASTES 8:9). THE HEAVINESS OF OUR SLAVERY AND THE IMPURE FORCE’S POWER OVER US (HOLINESS) HARMS ONLY THE IMPURE FORCE BECAUSE IT COMPELS US TO ATTAIN COMPLETE AND UNSHAKABLE FAITH IN THE CREATOR AS SOON AS WE CAN! THE PROPHET SPEAKS ABOUT THIS TIME, “WHO WOULD NOT FEAR YOU, O KING OF THE NATIONS?” AFTER IT HAS BEEN REVEALED THAT HE IS THE KING OF THE NATIONS WHO PERSECUTES AND DOMINATES OVER THOSE NATIONS [IT PREVIOUSLY SEEMED TO THEM (OUR EGOISTICAL INTENTIONS) THAT THEY (OUR EGOISTICAL INTENTIONS) PERSECUTED US], IT IS NOW PERCEIVED AS THE OPPOSITE. THEY JUST BLINDLY EXECUTED THE CREATOR’S WILL AS OUR SERVANTS OR SLAVES IN ORDER TO BRING US TO PERFECTION. IT SEEMED TO US THAT THEY WERE BEATING US. NOW IT TURNS OUT THAT THEY WERE BEATING THEMSELVES BECAUSE THANKS TO THESE BLOWS (SUFFERING FROM UNREALIZED EGOISTICAL DESIRES AND CONSTANT FRUSTRATION) THEY ACCELERATED OUR DELIVERANCE AND ATTAINMENT OF PERFECTION (OUR REALIZATION OF THE NEED TO CHOOSE THE PATH OF FAITH ABOVE REASON). THIS WAY, THEY HASTENED THEIR OWN END (CORRECTION). IT SEEMED TO US (OUR MIND) THAT THEY REBELLED AGAINST THE CREATOR (ARGUED THAT THE CREATOR IS NOT THE SOURCE OF ALL REALITY) AND (ALLEGEDLY) DID WHAT THEY WANTED TO HUMILIATE US AND SATIATE THEIR BASE EGOISTICAL DESIRES. IT APPEARED THAT THERE IS NO (SUPERNAL) JUDGE AND NO LAW (THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE CREATION TOWARD ITS GOAL), BUT NOW IT IS REVEALED THAT THEY HAVE ALWAYS ENTIRELY FULFILLED THE CREATOR’S WILL: TO BRING US (ALL OF OUR DESIRES, I.E., THEMSELVES) TO PERFECTION.  EVERYONE IN THE WORLD, WHETHER HE WANTS IT OR NOT, ALWAYS ENTIRELY FULFILLS THE CREATOR’S WILL. WHY THEN IS HE NOT CALLED THE CREATOR’S SERVANT? THIS IS BECAUSE HE WORKS UNCONSCIOUSLY, NOT OF HIS OWN WILL. TO MAKE A PERSON FULFILL HIS WILL, THE CREATOR GIVES HIM A DESIRE TO RECEIVE SOME PLEASURE. THIS COMPELS HIM TO CARRY OUT AN ACTION, BUT HE DOES SO AS A SLAVE OF HIS DESIRE; NOT AS SOMEONE WHO FULFILLS THE CREATOR’S WILL.  AS A CASE IN POINT, IT IS WRITTEN IN THE ARTICLE ENTITLED “THE STRUCTURE OF THE UNIVERSE” THAT THE CREATOR GIVES A PERSON A DESIRE TO MAKE MONEY. HE FORCES HIM TO OPEN A RESTAURANT AND TO CARRY OUT ALTRUISTIC ACTIONS AS A SLAVE OF HIS EGOISTICAL DESIRE.  IN OTHER WORDS, TO COMPEL US TO DO WHAT WE SHOULD DO, THE CREATOR CREATED WITHIN US AN EGOISTICAL DESIRE TO RECEIVE PLEASURE AND OBLIGES US TO DO WHAT HE WANTS BY ENABLING US TO SEE DELIGHT IN THE ACTIONS AND OBJECTS ON WHICH HE WANTS US TO WORK. THEREFORE, WE ARE LIVING IN CONSTANT CHASE OF PLEASURES; WHEREAS ACTUALLY WE ARE CONSTANTLY AND UNCONSCIOUSLY FULFILLING THE CREATOR’S WILL. THIS RESEMBLES A SITUATION IN WHICH CHILDREN WERE GIVEN MANY TOYS TO MAKE THEM PLAY, BUT WHILE PLAYING [RPG] GAMES, AT THE SAME TIME THEY CARRY OUT SOME IMPORTANT WORK. THE ENTIRE WORLD IS FULFILLING THE CREATOR’S WILL, BUT THE PURPOSE OF OUR DEVELOPMENT IS TO DO THAT CONSCIOUSLY. WE HAVE TO ATTAIN AND REALIZE HIS WILL; ASCEND SO HIGH THAT WE WILL WANT TO FULFILL IT BY OURSELVES. NOT AS WE DO IT NOW, UNCONSCIOUSLY AND UNDER COMPULSION, BUT OF OUR OWN FREE WILL. WE SHOULD ACHIEVE A STATE WHEN OUR DESIRES FULLY COINCIDE WITH THOSE OF THE CREATOR, WHICH MEANS THAT WE COMPLETELY AND CONSCIOUSLY MERGE WITH HIM.  THUS, IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT THE KING OF THE NATIONS IS THE CREATOR WHO RULES OVER THEM AND COMPELS THEM TO FULFILL ALL OF HIS DESIRES, THE WAY A KING ACTS WITH HIS SLAVES. NOW ALL THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD FEEL FEAR BEFORE THE CREATOR. THE PHRASE, “ALL THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD” ALLUDES TO THE ANGELS THAT RULE OVER THE NATIONS, SUCH AS AFRIRON, KASTIMON, AZA, AZAEL, AND OTHERS FROM WHICH THE WISE MEN OF THE NATIONS (OUR EGOISM AND MIND) RECEIVE THEIR WISDOM, AND WITH THE HELP OF WHICH, THEY OPPRESS ISRAEL (OUR ALTRUISTIC DESIRES). IN THEIR KINGDOMS REFERS TO THE 4 EXISTING KINGDOMS THAT RULE OVER 70 NATIONS OF THE WORLD (ZON = 7 SEFIROT, EACH OF WHICH HAS 10 SUB-SEFIROT: IN ALL 70 SEFIROT) AND OVER US (ALTRUISTIC ASPIRATIONS) IN OUR 4 EXILES THAT CORRESPOND TO THE IMPURE SEFIROT HB-ZA-M (DESCRIBED AS NEBUCHADNEZZAR). AS IT IS WRITTEN BY THE PROPHET: “AS FOR THAT IMAGE, ITS HEAD WAS OF FINE GOLD (THE 1ST KINGDOM), ITS BREAST AND ITS ARMS OF SILVER (THE 2ND KINGDOM), ITS BELLY AND ITS THIGHS OF BRASS (THE 3RD KINGDOM), ITS LEGS OF IRON, ITS FEET PART OF IRON AND PART OF CLAY (THE 4TH KINGDOM)” (DANIEL 2:32).  NONE OF THEM CAN MAKE EVEN A SMALL ACTION OF THEIR OWN; THEY SUBMIT ONLY TO YOUR WILL. HOWEVER, THIS WILL BE REVEALED ONLY AT THE END OF THE CREATION AND ALL WILL KNOW THAT OUR MISFORTUNES AND SUFFERINGS THAT HAD POWER TO SEPARATE US FROM THE CREATOR WERE NOTHING BUT LOYAL EXECUTORS OF THE CREATOR’S ASPIRATION TO DRAW US NEARER TO HIM. MOREOVER, THESE CRUEL FORCES DID NOTHING ELSE BUT OBEY HIS ORDERS. EVERYTHING WAS TAKING PLACE WITH THE SOLE PURPOSE OF BRINGING US TO A STATE WHEN WE CAN RECEIVE ALL THE PERFECTION AND INFINITE GOODNESS THAT HE INITIALLY INTENDED TO BESTOW UPON US IN HIS PLAN OF THE CREATION. HENCE, AS THE PROPHET SAID: “THEN WAS THE IRON, THE CLAY, THE BRASS, THE SILVER, AND THE GOLD, BROKEN IN PIECES TOGETHER, AND BECAME LIKE THE CHAFF OF THE SUMMER THRESHING-FLOORS; AND THE WIND CARRIED THEM AWAY, SO THAT NO PLACE WAS FOUND FOR THEM; AND THE STONE THAT SMOTE THE IMAGE BECAME A GREAT MOUNTAIN, AND FILLED THE WHOLE EARTH” (DANIEL 2:35). ABSOLUTE FAITH IS CALLED THE “UNBREAKABLE STONE.” AFTER A PERSON ACQUIRES ABSOLUTE FAITH, THE IMPURE FORCE (HIS EGOISTICAL DESIRES AND THOUGHTS) DISAPPEARS AS THOUGH IT HAD NEVER EXISTED. ALL THE VAIN CREATURES (REASON, LOGIC, PHILOSOPHY, AND COMMON SENSE) THAT POPULATED THE EARTH SEE THE CREATOR’S REDEMPTION, AS THE PROPHET SAID: “THEY SHALL NOT HURT NOR DESTROY IN ALL MY HOLY MOUNTAIN; FOR THE EARTH SHALL BE FULL OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD, AS THE WATERS COVER THE SEA” (ISAIAH 11:9).  167. YET AMONG ALL THE WISE MEN OF THE NATIONS, AND IN ALL THEIR KINGDOMS, I FOUND IN THE ANCIENT BOOKS THAT EVEN THOUGH THE HEAVENLY HOSTS AND LEGIONS OBEYED ORDERS AND EACH ONE RECEIVED THE PRECISE INSTRUCTIONS TO BE CARRIED OUT, BUT WHO CAN DO IT BETTER THAN YOU? BECAUSE YOU EXCEL OVER THEM ALL IN YOUR QUALITIES AND IN YOUR DEEDS. HENCE, IT IS WRITTEN: “THERE IS NONE LIKE YOU.”  THE CREATOR HIMSELF CARRIES OUT ALL THE CREATION’S ACTIONS WITH HIS LIGHT AND LEADS THEM TO THE CHOSEN GOAL. MAN’S SOLE TASK IS TO REALIZE THE CREATION AND GOVERNANCE, TO AGREE WHOLE-HEARTEDLY WITH ALL THE CREATOR’S ACTIONS, AND TO TAKE AN ACTIVE PART IN THE PROCESS OF THE SPIRITUAL CREATION.  168. RABBI SHIMON TOLD HIS COMPANIONS: “THIS WEDDING SHOULD BE FOR ALL OF YOU AND EACH OF YOU SHOULD BRING A GIFT (HIS OWN PART IN COMMON MALCHUT) TO THE BRIDE.” HE SAID TO RABBI ELAZAR HIS SON: “PRESENT THE BRIDE WITH A GIFT BECAUSE ON THE FOLLOWING DAY ZEIR ANPIN WILL LOOK AT HER, WHEN HE ENTERS UNDER THE BRIDAL CANOPY AT THE SOUND OF THE SONGS AND PRAISES OF THE SONS OF THE BRIDE’S MIRTH WHO STAND BEFORE HIM.
THE MYSTICAL THEOLOGY OF PSEUDO-DIONYSIUS
CHAPTER I
WHAT THE DIVINE GLOOM IS TRINITY, WHICH EXCEEDETH ALL BEING, DEITY, AND GOODNESS! 1 THOU THAT INSTRUCTETH CHRISTIANS IN THY HEAVENLY WISDOM! GUIDE US TO THAT TOPMOST HEIGHT OF MYSTIC LORE WHICH EXCEEDETH LIGHT AND MORE THAN EXCEEDETH KNOWLEDGE, WHERE THE SIMPLE, ABSOLUTE, AND UNCHANGEABLE MYSTERIES 5 OF HEAVENLY TRUTH LIE HIDDEN IN THE DAZZLING OBSCURITY OF THE SECRET SILENCE, OUTSHINING ALL BRILLIANCE WITH THE INTENSITY OF THEIR DARKNESS, AND SURCHARGING OUR BLINDED INTELLECTS WITH THE UTTERLY IMPALPABLE AND INVISIBLE FAIRNESS OF GLORIES WHICH EXCEED ALL BEAUTY! SUCH BE MY PRAYER;10 AND THEE, DEAR TIMOTHY, I COUNSEL THAT, IN THE EARNEST EXERCISE OF MYSTIC CONTEMPLATION, THOU LEAVE THE SENSES AND THE ACTIVITIES OF THE INTELLECT AND ALL THINGS THAT THE SENSES OR THE INTELLECT CAN PERCEIVE, AND ALL THINGS IN THIS WORLD OF NOTHINGNESS, OR IN THAT WORLD OF BEING, AND THAT, THINE 15 UNDERSTANDING BEING LAID TO REST, THOU STRAIN (SO FAR AS THOU MAYEST) TOWARDS AN UNION WITH HIM WHOM NEITHER BEING NOR UNDERSTANDING CAN CONTAIN. FOR, BY THE UNCEASING AND ABSOLUTE RENUNCIATION OF THYSELF AND ALL THINGS, THOU SHALT IN PURENESS CAST ALL THINGS ASIDE, AND BE RELEASED FROM ALL, AND 20 SO SHALT BE LED UPWARDS TO THE RAY OF THAT DIVINE DARKNESS WHICH EXCEEDETH ALL EXISTENCE. 2 THESE THINGS THOU MUST NOT DISCLOSE TO ANY OF THE UNINITIATED, BY WHOM I MEAN THOSE WHO CLING TO THE OBJECTS OF HUMAN THOUGHT, AND IMAGINE THERE IS NO SUPER-ESSENTIAL 25 REALITY BEYOND; AND FANCY THAT THEY KNOW BY HUMAN UNDERSTANDINGHIM THAT HAS MADE DARKNESS HIS SECRET PLACE. AND, IF THE DIVINE INITIATION IS BEYOND SUCH MEN AS THESE, WHATCAN BE SAID OF OTHERS YET MORE INCAPABLE THEREOF, WHO DESCRIBE THE TRANSCENDENT CAUSE OF ALL THINGS BY QUALITIES 30 DRAWN FROM THE LOWEST ORDER OF BEING, WHILE THEY DENY THAT IT IS IN ANY WAY SUPERIOR TO THE VARIOUS UNGODLY DELUSIONS WHICH THEY FONDLY INVENT IN IGNORANCE OF THIS TRUTH? THAT WHILE IT POSSESSESALL THE POSITIVE ATTRIBUTES OF THE UNIVERSE (BEING THE UNIVERSAL CAUSE), YET IN A STRICTER SENSE IT DOES 35 “SUPER-ESSENTIAL, SUPRA-DIVINE, SUPER-EXCELLENT.” 2 “THE SUPER-ESSENTIAL RAY OF DIVINE DARKNESS.” NOT POSSESS THEM, SINCE IT TRANSCENDS THEM ALL, WHEREFORE THERE IS NO CONTRADICTION BETWEEN AFﬁRMING AND DENYING THAT IT HAS THEM INASMUCH AS IT PRECEDES AND SURPASSES ALL DEPRIVATION, BEING BEYOND ALL POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE DISTINCTIONS? 5 SUCH AT LEAST IS THE TEACHING OF THE BLESSED BARTHOLOMEW. 3 FOR HE SAYS THAT THE SUBJECT-MATTER OF THE DIVINE SCIENCE IS VAST AND YET MINUTE, AND THAT THE GOSPEL COMBINES IN ITSELF BOTH WIDTH AND STRAITNESS. ME THINKS HE HAS SHOWN BY THESE HIS WORDS HOW MARVELLOUSLY HE HAS UNDERSTOOD 10 THAT THE GOOD CAUSE OF ALL THINGS IS ELOQUENT YET SPEAKS FEW WORDS, OR RATHER NONE; POSSESSING NEITHER SPEECH NOR UNDERSTANDING BECAUSE IT EXCEEDETH ALL THINGS IN A SUPER-ESSENTIAL MANNER, AND IS REVEALED IN ITS NAKED TRUTH TO THOSE ALONE WHO PASS RIGHT THROUGH THE OPPOSITION OF FAIR AND 15 FOUL, AND PASS BEYOND THE TOPMOST ALTITUDES OF THE HOLY ASCENT AND LEAVE BEHIND THE MALL DIVINE ENLIGHTENMENT AND VOICES AND HEAVENLY UTTERANCES AND PLUNGE INTO THE DARKNESS WHERE TRULY DWELLS, AS SAITH THE SCRIPTURE, THAT ONE WHICH IS BEYOND ALL THINGS. FOR NOT WITHOUT REASON 4 IS THE 20 BLESSED MOSES BIDDEN ﬁRST TO UNDERGO PURIﬁCATION HIMSELF AND THEN TO SEPARATE HIMSELF FROM THOSE WHO HAVE NOT UNDERGONE IT; AND AFTER ALL, PURIﬁCATION HEARS THE MANY-VOICED TRUMPETS AND SEES MANY LIGHTS ﬂASH FORTH WITH PURE AND DIVERSE-STREAMING RAYS, AND THEN STANDS SEPARATE FROM THE 25 MULTITUDES AND WITH THE CHOSEN PRIESTS PRESSES FORWARD TO THE TOPMOST PINNACLE OF THE DIVINE ASCENT. NEVERTHELESS, HE MEETS NOT WITH GOD HIMSELF, YET HE BEHOLDS–NOT HIM INDEED (FOR HEIS INVISIBLE)–BUT THE PLACE WHEREIN HE DWELLS. AND THIS I TAKE TO SIGNIFY THAT THE DIVINEST AND THE HIGHEST 30 OF THE THINGS PERCEIVED BY THE EYES OF THE BODY OR THE MIND ARE BUT THE SYMBOLIC LANGUAGE OF THINGS SUBORDINATE TO HIM WHO HIMSELF TRANSCENDETH THEM ALL. THROUGH THESE THINGS HIS INCOMPREHENSIBLE PRESENCE IS SHOWN WALKING UPON THOSE HEIGHTS OF HIS HOLY PLACES WHICH ARE PERCEIVED BY THE 35 MIND; AND THEN IT BREAKS FORTH, EVEN FROM THE THINGS THAT ARE BEHELD AND FROM THOSE THAT BEHOLD THEM, AND PLUNGES THE TRUE INITIATE UNTO THE DARKNESS OF UNKNOWING WHEREIN HE RENOUNCES ALL THE APPREHENSIONS OF HIS UNDERSTANDING AND IS ENWRAPPED IN THAT WHICH IS WHOLLY INTANGIBLE AND 40 INVISIBLE, BELONGING WHOLLY TO HIM THAT IS BEYOND ALL THINGS AND TO NONE ELSE (WHETHER HIMSELF OR ANOTHER), AND BEING THROUGH THE PASSIVE STILLNESS OF ALL HIS REASONING POWERS UNITED BY HIS HIGHEST FACULTY TO HIM THAT IS WHOLLY UNKNOWABLE, OF WHOM THUS BY ARE JECTION OF ALL KNOWLEDGE HE 45 POSSESSES A KNOWLEDGE THAT EXCEEDS HIS UNDERSTANDING. 3 NO WRITINGS OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW ARE EXTANT. POSSIBLY D. IS INVENTING, THOUGH NOT NECESSARILY. 4 IN THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE WE GET THE THREE STAGES TABULATED BY LATER MYSTICAL THEOLOGY: (1) PURGATION, (2) ILLUMINATION, (3) UNION.
CHAPTER II
HOW ITIS NECESSARY TO BE UNITED WITHAND RENDER PRAISE TO HIM WHO IS THE CAUSE OF ALL AND ABOVE ALL. UNTO THIS DARKNESS WHICH IS BEYOND LIGHT WE PRAY THAT WE MAY COME, AND MAY ATTAIN UNTOVISION THROUGH THE LOSS 5 OF SIGHT AND KNOWLEDGE, AND THAT IN CEASING THUS TO SEE OR TO KNOW WE MAY LEARN TO KNOW THAT WHICH IS BEYOND ALL PERCEPTION AND UNDERSTANDING (FOR THIS EMPTYING OF OUR FACULTIES IS TRUE SIGHT AND KNOWLEDGE), AND THAT WE MAY OFFER HIM THAT TRANSCENDS ALL THINGS THE PRAISES OF 10 A TRANSCENDENT HYMNODY, WHICH WE SHALL DO BY DENYING OR REMOVING ALL THINGS THAT ARE–LIKE AS MEN WHO, CARVING A STATUE OUT OF MARBLE, REMOVE ALL THE IMPEDIMENTS THAT HINDER THE CLEAR PERCEPTIVE OF THE LATENT IMAGE AND BY THIS MERE REMOVAL DISPLAY THE HIDDEN STATUE ITSELF IN ITS HIDDEN 15 BEAUTY. NOW WE MUST WHOLLY DISTINGUISH THIS NEGATIVE METHOD FROM THAT OF POSITIVE STATEMENTS. FOR WHEN WE WERE MAKING POSITIVE STATEMENTS 5 WE BEGAN WITH THE MOST UNIVERSAL STATEMENTS, AND THEN THROUGH INTERMEDIATE TERMS WE CAME AT LAST TO PARTICULAR TITLES, 6 BUT NOW ASCENDING 20 UPWARDS FROM PARTICULAR TO UNIVERSAL CONCEPTIONS WE STRIP OFF ALL QUALITIES IN ORDERTHAT WE MAY ATTAIN A NAKED KNOWLEDGE OF THAT UNKNOWING WHICH IN ALL EXISTENT THINGS IS ENWRAPPED BY ALL OBJECTS OF KNOWLEDGE, AND THAT WE MAY BEGIN TO SEE THAT SUPER-ESSENTIAL DARKNESS WHICH IS HIDDEN 25 BY ALL THE LIGHT THAT IS IN EXISTENT THINGS.
CHAPTER III
WHAT ARE THE AFﬁRMATIVE EXPRESSIONS RESPECTING GOD, AND WHAT ARE THE NEGATIVE. 30 NOW I HAVE IN MY OUTLINES OF DIVINITY SET FORTH THOSE CONCEPTIONS WHICH ARE MOST PROPER TO THE AFﬁRMATIVE METHOD, AND HAVE SHOWN IN WHAT SENSE GOD’S HOLY NATURE IS CALLED SINGLE AND IN WHAT SENSE TRINAL, WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THE FATHERHOOD AND SONSHIP WHICH WE ATTRIBUTE 35 UNTO IT; WHAT IS MEANT BY THE ARTICLES OF FAITH CONCERNING THE SPIRIT; HOW FROM THE IMMATERIAL AND INDIVISIBLE GOOD 5 NAMELY, IN THE DIVINENAMES AND IN THE OUTLINES. 6 IN THE DIVINE NAMES D. BEGINS WITH THE NOTION OF GOODNESS (WHICH HE HOLDS TO BE POSSESSED BY ALL THINGS) AND PROCEEDS THENCE TO EXISTENCE (WHICH IS NOT POSSESSED BY THINGS THAT ARE EITHER DESTROYED OR YET UNMADE), AND THENCE TO WISDOM (WHICH IS NOT POSSESSED EITHER BY UNCONSCIOUS OR IRRATIONAL FORMS OF LIFE), AND THENCE TO QUALITIES (SUCH AS RIGHTEOUSNESS, SALVATION, OMNIPOTENCE) OR COMBINATIONS OF OPPOSITE QUALITIES (SUCH AS GREATNESS AND SMALLNESS) WHICH ARE NOT, ‘IN THE FULL SENSE, APPLICABLE TO ANY CREATURE AS SUCH. THUS, BY ADDING QUALITY TO QUALITY (“EXISTENCE” TO “GOODNESS,” “LIFE” TO “EXISTENCE,” “WISDOM” TO “LIFE,” “SALVATION,” ETC., TO “WISDOM”) HE REACHES THE CONCEPTION OF GOD. BUT HE CONSTANTLY REMINDS US IN THE DIVINE NAMES THAT THESE QUALITIES APPLY ADEQUATELY ONLY TO THE MANIFESTED GODHEAD WHICH, IN IT SULTIMATE NATURE, TRANSCENDS THEM. 3 THE INTERIOR RAYS OF ITS GOODNESS HAVE THEIR BEING AND REMAIN IMMOVABLY IN THAT STATE OF REST WHICH BOTH WITHIN THEIR ORIGIN AND WITHIN THEMSELVES IS CO-ETERNAL WITH THE ACT BY WHICH THEY SPRING FROM IT; IN WHAT MANNER JESUS BEING ABOVE ALL ESSENCE HAS STOOPED TO AN ESSENTIAL STATE IN 5 WHICH ALL THE TRUTHS OF HUMAN NATURE MEET; AND ALL THE OTHER REVELATIONS OF SCRIPTURE WHEREOF MY OUTLINES OF DIVINITY TREAT. AND IN THE BOOK OF THE DIVINE NAMES I HAVE CONSIDERED THE MEANING AS CONCERNING GOD OF THE TITLES GOOD, EXISTENT, LIFE, WISDOM, POWERAND OF THE OTHER TITLES WHICH 10 THE UNDERSTANDING FRAMES, AND IN MY SYMBOLIC DIVINITY I HAVE CONSIDERED WHAT ARE THE METAPHORICAL TITLES DRAWN FROM THE WORLD OF SENSE AND APPLIED TO THE NATURE OF GOD; WHAT ARE THE MENTAL OR MATERIAL IMAGES WE FORM OF GOD OR THE FUNCTIONS AND INSTRUMENTS OF ACTIVITY WE ATTRIBUTE TO 15 HIM; WHAT ARE THE PLACES WHERE HE DWELLS AND THE ROBES HE IS ADORNED WITH; WHAT IS MEANT BY GOD’S ANGER, GRIEF, AND INDIGNATION, OR THE DIVINE IN EBRIATION AND WRATH; WHAT IS MEANT BY GOD’S OATH AND HIS MALEDICTION, BY HIS SLUMBER AND AWAKING, AND ALL THE OTHER INSPIRED IMAGERY OF 20 ALLEGORIC SYMBOLISM. AND I DOUBT NOT THAT YOU HAVE ALSO OBSERVED HOW FAR MORE COPIOUS ARE THE LAST TERMS THAN THE ﬁRST FOR THE DOCTRINES OF GOD’S NATURE AND THE EXPOSITION OF HIS NAMES COULD NOT BUT BE BRIEFER THAN THE SYMBOLIC DIVINITY. FOR THE MORE THAT WE SOAR UPWARDS THE MORE 25 OUR LANGUAGE BECOMES RESTRICTED TO THE COMPASS OF PURELY INTELLECTUAL CONCEPTIONS, EVEN AS IN THE PRESENT INSTANCE PLUNGING INTO THE DARKNESS WHICH IS ABOVE THE INTELLECT, WE SHALL ﬁND OURSELVES REDUCED NOT MERELY TO BREVITY OF SPEECH BUT EVEN TO ABSOLUTE DUMBNESS BOTH OF SPEECH AND 30 THOUGHT. NOW IN THE FORMER TREATISES THE COURSE OF THE ARGUMENT, AS IT CAME DOWN FROM THE HIGHEST TO THE LOWEST CATEGORIES, EMBRACED AN EVER-WIDENING NUMBER OF CONCEPTIONS WHICH INCREASED AT EACH STAGE OF THE DESCENT, BUT IN THE PRESENT TREATISE IT MOUNTS UPWARDS FROM BELOW TO-35 WARDS THE CATEGORY OF TRANSCENDENCE, AND IN PROPORTION TO ITS ASCENT IT CONTRACTS ITS TERMINOLOGY, AND WHEN THE WHOLE ASCENT IS PASSED IT WILL BE TOTALLY DUMB, BEING AT LAST WHOLLY UNITED WITH HIM WHOM WORDS CANNOT DESCRIBE. BUT WHY IS IT, YOU WILL ASK, THAT AFTER BEGINNING FROM THE HIGHEST 40 CATEGORY WHEN ONE METHOD WAS AFﬁRMATIVE WE BEGIN FROM THE LOWEST CATEGORY WHERE IT IS NEGATIVE? BECAUSE, WHEN AFﬁRMING, THE EXISTENCE OF THAT WHICH TRANSCENDS ALL AFﬁRMATION, WE WERE OBLIGED TO START FROM THAT WHICH IS MOST AKIN TO IT, AND THEN TO MAKE THE AFﬁRMATION ON WHICH THE 45 REST, DEPENDED; BUT WHEN PURSUING THE NEGATIVE METHOD, TO REACH THAT WHICH IS BEYOND ALL NEGATION, WE MUST START BY APPLYING OUR NEGATIONS TO THOSE QUALITIES WHICH DIFFER MOST FROM THE ULTIMATE GOAL. SURELY IT IS TRUER TO AFﬁRM THAT GOD IS LIFE AND GOODNESS THAN THAT HE IS AIR OR STONE, AND TRUER50 TO DENY THAT DRUNKENNESS OR FURY CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO HIM THAN TO DENY THAT THE MAY APPLY TO HIM THE CATEGORIES OF HUMAN THOUGHT.
CHAPTER IV
THAT HE WHO IS THE PRE-EMINENT CAUSE OF EVERYTHING SENSIBLY PERCEIVED IS NOT HIMSELF ANYONE OF THE THINGS SENSIBLY PERCEIVED. 5 WE THEREFORE MAINTAIN THAT THE UNIVERSAL CAUSE TRANSCENDING ALL THINGS IS NEITHER IMPERSONAL NOR LIFELESS, NOR IRRATIONAL NOR WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING: IN SHORT, THAT IT IS NOT A MATERIAL BODY, AND THEREFORE DOES NOT POSSESS OUTWARD SHAPE OR INTELLIGIBLE FORM, OR QUALITY, OR QUANTITY, OR 10 SOLID WEIGHT; NOR HAS IT ANY LOCAL EXISTENCE WHICH CAN BE PERCEIVED BY SIGHT OR TOUCH; NOR HAS IT THE POWER OF PERCEIVING OR BEING PERCEIVED; NOR DOES IT SUFFER ANY VEXATION OR DISORDER THROUGH THE DISTURBANCE OF EARTHLY PASSIONS, OR ANY FEEBLENESS THROUGH THE TYRANNY OF MATERIAL CHANCES, OR 15 ANY WANT OF LIGHT; NOR ANY CHANGE, OR DECAY, OR DIVISION, OR DEPRIVATION, OR EBB AND ﬂOW, OR ANYTHING ELSE WHICH THE SENSES CAN PERCEIVE. NONE OF THESE THINGS CAN BE EITHER IDENTIﬁED WITH IT OR ATTRIBUTE DONE TO IT. 20 
CHAPTER V
THAT HE WHO IS THE PRE-EMINENT CAUSE OF EVERYTHING INTELLIGIBLY PERCEIVED IS NOT HIMSELF ANY ONE OF THE THINGS INTELLIGIBLY PERCEIVED. ONCE MORE, ASCENDING YET HIGHER WE MAINTAIN THAT IT IS 25 NOT SOUL, OR MIND, OR ENDOWED WITH THE FACULTY OF IMAGINATION, CONJECTURE, REASON, OR UNDERSTANDING; NOR IS IT ANY ACT OF REASON OR UNDERSTANDING; NOR CAN IT BE DESCRIBED BY THE REASON OR PERCEIVED BY THE UNDERSTANDING, SINCE IT IS NOT NUMBER, OR ORDER, OR GREATNESS, OR LITTLENESS, OR EQUALITY, OR 30 INEQUALITY, AND SINCE IT IS NOT IMMOVABLE NOR IN MOTION, OR AT REST, AND HAS NO POWER, AND IS NOT POWER OR LIGHT, AND DOES NOT LIVE, AND IS NOT LIFE; NOR IS IT PERSONAL ESSENCE, OR ETERNITY, OR TIME; NOR CAN IT BE GRASPED BY THE UNDERSTANDING SINCE IT IS NOT KNOWLEDGE OR TRUTH; NOR IS IT KINGSHIP 35 OR WISDOM; NOR IS IT ONE, NOR IS IT UNITY, NOR IS IT GODHEAD OR GOODNESS; NOR IS IT A SPIRIT, AS WE UNDERSTAND THE TERM, SINCE IT IS NOT SONSHIP OR FATHERHOOD; NOR IS IT ANY OTHER THING SUCH AS WE OR ANY OTHER BEING CAN HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF;NOR DOES IT BELONG TO THE CATEGORY OF NON-EXISTENCE OR TO 40 THAT OF EXISTENCE; NOR DO EXISTENT BEINGS KNOW IT AS IT ACTUALLY IS, NOR DOES IT KNOW THEM AS THEY ACTUALLY ARE; NOR CAN THE REASON ATTAIN TO IT TO NAME IT OR TO KNOW IT; NOR IS IT DARKNESS, NOR IS IT LIGHT, OR ERROR, OR TRUTH; NOR CAN ANY AFﬁRMATION OR NEGATION APPLY TO IT; FOR WHILE APPLYING AFﬁRMATIONS 45 OR NEGATIONS TO THOSE ORDERS OF BEING THAT COME NEXT TO IT, WE APPLY NOT UNTO IT EITHER AFﬁRMATION OR NEGATION, INASMUCH AS IT TRANSCENDS ALL AFﬁRMATION BY BEING THE PERFECT AND UNIQUE CAUSE OF ALL THINGS, AND TRANSCENDS ALL NEGATION BY THE PRE-EMINENCE OF ITS SIMPLE AND ABSOLUTE NATURE-FREE 50 FROM EVERY LIMITATION AND BEYOND THE MALL. 
PSEUDO-DIONYSIUS AREOPAGITA THE DIVINE NAMES, CHAPTER IV
ON THE BEAUTIFUL 1. NOW LET US CONSIDER THE NAME OF ”GOOD” WHICH THE SACRED WRITERS APPLY TO THE SUPRA-DIVINE GODHEAD IN A TRANSCENDENT MANNER, CALLING THE SUPREME DIVINE EXISTENCE ITSELF ”GOODNESS” (AS IT SEEMS TO ME) IN A SENSE THAT SEPARATES IT FROM THE WHOLE CREATION, AND MEANING, 5 BY THIS TERM, TO INDICATE THAT THE GOOD, UNDER THE FORM OF GOOD-BEING, EXTENDS ITS GOODNESS BY THE VERY FACT OF ITS EXISTENCEUNTOALL THINGS. FOR AS OUR SUN, THROUGH NO CHOICE OR DELIBERATION, BUT BY THE VERY FACT OF ITS EXISTENCE, GIVES LIGHT TO ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE ANY INHERENT POWER OF 10 SHARING ITS ILLUMINATION, EVEN SO THE GOOD (WHICH IS ABOVE THE SUN, AS THE TRANSCENDENT ARCHETYPE BY THE VERY MODE OF ITS EXISTENCE IS ABOVE ITS FADED IMAGE) SENDS FORTH UPON ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO THEIR RECEPTIVE POWERS, THE RAYS OF ITS UNDIVIDED GOODNESS. 15 [.........] 7. THIS GOOD IS DESCRIBED BY THE SACRED WRITERS AS BEAUTIFUL AND AS BEAUTY, AS LOVE OR BELOVED, AND BY ALL OTHER DIVINE TITLES WHICH BEﬁT ITS BEAUTIFYING AND GRACIOUS FAIRNESS. NOW THERE IS A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE TITLES 20 “BEAUTIFUL” AND “BEAUTY” APPLIED TO THE ALL-EMBRACING CAUSE. FOR WE UNIVERSALLY DISTINGUISH THESE TWO TITLES AS MEANING RESPECTIVELY THE QUALITIES SHARED AND THE OBJECTS WHICH SHARE THEREIN. WE GIVE THE NAME OF “BEAUTIFUL” TO THAT WHICH SHARES IN THE QUALITY OF BEAUTY, AND WE GIVE THE NAME OF 25 “BEAUTY” TO THAT COMMON QUALITY BY WHICH ALL BEAUTIFUL THINGS ARE BEAUTIFUL. BUT THE SUPER-ESSENTIAL BEAUTIFUL IS CALLED ”BEAUTY” BECAUSE OF THAT QUALITY WHICH IT IMPARTS TO ALL THINGS SEVERALLY ACCORDING TO THEIR NATURE, AND BECAUSE IT IS THE CAUSE OF THE HARMONY AND SPLENDOUR IN ALL THINGS, 30 ﬂASHING FORTH UPON THE MALL, LIKE LIGHT, THE BEAUTIFYING COMMUNICATIONS OF ITS ORIGINATING RAY; AND BECAUSE IT SUMMONS ALL THINGS TO FARE UNTO ITSELF (FROM WHENCE IT HATH THE NAME OF ”FAIRNESS”), AND BECAUSE IT DRAWS ALL THINGS TOGETHER IN A STATE OF MUTUAL INTER PENETRATION. AND IT IS CALLED 35 “BEAUTIFUL” BECAUSE IT IS ALL-BEAUTIFUL AND MORE THAN BEAUTIFUL, AND IS ETERNALLY, UNVARYINGLY, UNCHANGEABLY BEAUTIFUL; IN CAPABLE OF BIRTH OR DEATH OR GROWTH OR DECAY; AND NOT BEAUTIFUL IN ONE PART AND FOUL IN ANOTHER; NOR YET ATONE TIME AND 6 NOT AT ANOTHER; NOR YET BEAUTIFUL IN RELATION TO ONE THING BUT NOT TO ANOTHER; NOR YET BEAUTIFUL IN ONE PLACE AND NOT IN ANOTHER (AS IF IT WERE BEAUTIFUL FOR SOME BUT WERE NOT BEAUTIFUL FOR OTHERS); NAY, ON THE CONTRARY, IT IS, IN ITSELF AND BY ITSELF, UNIQUELY AND ETERNALLY BEAUTIFUL, AND FROM BEFORE-5 HAND IT CONTAINS IN A TRANSCENDENT MANNER THE ORIGINATING BEAUTY OF EVERYTHING THAT IS BEAUTIFUL. FOR IN THE SIMPLE AND SUPERNATURAL NATURE BELONGING TO THE WORLD OF BEAUTIFUL THINGS, ALL BEAUTY AND ALL THAT IS BEAUTIFUL HATH ITS UNIQUE AND PRE-EXISTENT CAUSE. FROM THIS BEAUTIFUL ALL THINGS 10 POSSESS THEIR EXISTENCE, EACH KIND BEING BEAUTIFUL IN ITS OWN MANNER, AND THE BEAUTIFUL CAUSES THE HARMONIES AND SYMPATHIES AND COMMUNITIES OF ALL THINGS. AND BY THE BEAUTIFUL ALL THINGS ARE UNITED TOGETHER AND THE BEAUTIFUL IS THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS, AS BEING THE, CREATIVE CAUSE WHICH MOVES 15 THE WORLD AND HOLDS ALL THINGS IN EXISTENCE BY THEIR YEARNING FOR THEIR OWN BEAUTY. AND IT IS THE GOAL OF ALL THINGS, AND THEIR BELOVED, AS BEING THEIR FINAL CAUSE (FOR ‘TIS THE DESIRE OF THE BEAUTIFUL THAT BRINGS THEM ALL INTO EXISTENCE), AND IT IS THEIR EXEMPLAR FROM WHICH THEY DERIVE THEIR 20 DEﬁNITE LIMITS; AND HENCE THE BEAUTIFUL IS THE SAME AS THE GOOD, INASMUCH AS ALL THINGS, IN ALL CAUSATION, DESIRE THE BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD; NOR IS THERE ANYTHING IN THEWORLD BUT HATH A SHARE IN THE BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD. MOREOVER, OUR DISCOURSE WILL DARE TO AVER THAT EVEN THE NON-EXISTENT SHARES IN THE 25 BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD, FOR NON-EXISTENCE IS ITSELF BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD WHEN, BY THE NEGATION OF ALL ATTRIBUTES, IT IS ASCRIBED SUPER-ESSENTIALLY TO GOD. THIS ONE GOOD AND BEAUTIFUL IS IN ITS ONENESS THE CAUSE OF ALL THE MANY BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD THINGS. HENCE, COMES THE BARE EXISTENCE OF ALL THINGS, 30 AND HENCE THEIR UNIONS, THEIR DIFFERENTIATIONS, THEIR IDENTITIES, THEIR DIFFERENCES, THEIR SIMILARITIES, THEIR DISSIMILARITIES, THEIR COMMUNIONS OF OPPOSITE THINGS, THE UNCONFUSED DISTINCTIONS OF THEIR INTERPENETRATING ELEMENTS; THE PROVIDENCES OF THE SUPERIORS, THE INTERDEPENDENCE OF THE 35 COORDINATES, THE RESPONSES OF THE INFERIORS, THE STATES OF PERMANENCE WHEREIN ALL KEEP THEIR OWN IDENTITY. AND HENCE AGAIN THE INTERCOMMUNION OF ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO THE POWER OF EACH; THEIR HARMONIES AND SYMPATHIES (WHICH DO NOT MERGE THEM) AND THE CO-ORDINATIONS OF THE WHOLE UNIVERSE; 40 THE MIXTURE OF ELEMENTS THEREIN AND THE INDESTRUCTIBLE LIGAMENTS OF THINGS; THE CEASELESS SUCCESSION OF THE RECREATIVE PROCESS IN MINDS AND SOULS AND IN BODIES; FOR ALL HAVE REST AND MOVEMENT IN THAT WHICH, ABOVE ALL REST AND ALL MOVEMENT, GROUNDS EACH ONE IN ITS OWN NATURAL LAWS 45 AND MOVES EACH ONE TO ITS OWN PROPER MOVEMENT.
THE DOCTRINES OF SAINT AUGUSTINE (BISHOP OF HIPPO – DIED A.D. 430)
PURGATORY
“THAT THERE SHOULD BE SOME FIRE EVEN AFTER THIS LIFE IS NOT INCREDIBLE, AND IT CAN BE INQUIRED INTO AND EITHER BE DISCOVERED OR LEFT HIDDEN WHETHER SOME OF THE FAITHFUL MAY BE SAVED, SOME MORE SLOWLY AND SOME MORE QUICKLY IN THE GREATER OR LESSER DEGREE IN WHICH THEY LOVED THE GOOD THINGS THAT PERISH, THROUGH A CERTAIN PURGATORIAL FIRE.” HANDBOOK ON FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITY 18:69. A.D. 421 "WE READ IN THE BOOKS OF THE MACCABEES [2 MACCABEES 12:43] THAT SACRIFICE WAS OFFERED FOR THE DEAD. BUT EVEN IF IT WERE FOUND NOW HERE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT WRITINGS, THE AUTHORITY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH WHICH IS CLEAR ON THIS POINT IS OF NO SMALL WEIGHT, WHERE IN THE PRAYERS OF THE PRIEST POURED FORTH TO THE LORD GOD AT HIS ALTAR THE COMMENDATION [DAMNATION] OF THE DEAD HAS ITS PLACE" THE CARE TO BE HAD FOR THE DEAD 1:3 A.D. 421. 
OLD TESTAMENT CANON OF SCRIPTURE
"THE WHOLE CANON OF THE SCRIPTURES, HOWEVER, IN WHICH WE SAY THAT CONSIDERATION IS TO BE APPLIED, IS CONTAINED IN THESE BOOKS: THE FIVE OF MOSES...AND ONE BOOK OF JOSHUA [SON OF] NAVE, ONE OF JUDGES; ONE LITTLE BOOK WHICH IS CALLED RUTH...THEN THE FOUR OF KINGDOMS, AND THE TWO OF PARALIPOMENON... [T]HERE ARE ALSO OTHERS TOO, OF A DIFFERENT ORDER...SUCH AS JOB AND TOBIT AND ESTHER AND JUDITH AND THE TWO BOOKS OF MACCABEES, AND THE TWO OF ESDRAS...THEN THERE ARE THE PROPHETS, IN WHICH THERE IS ONE BOOK OF THE PSALMS OF DAVID, AND THREE OF SOLOMON...BUT AS TO THOSE TWO BOOKS, ONE OF WHICH IS ENTITLED WISDOM AND THE OTHER OF WHICH IS ENTITLED ECCLESIASTICUS AND WHICH ARE CALLED ‘OF SOLOMON’ BECAUSE OF A CERTAIN SIMILARITY TO HIS BOOKS, IT IS HELD MOST CERTAINLY THAT THEY WERE WRITTEN BY JESUS SIRACH. THEY MUST, HOWEVER, BE ACCOUNTED AMONG THE PROPHETIC BOOKS, BECAUSE OF THE AUTHORITY WHICH IS DESERVEDLY ACCREDITED TO THEM" CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTION 2:8:13 A.D. 397. 
THE AUTHORITY OF APOSTOLIC TRADITION
“THE CUSTOM [OF NOT REBAPTIZING CONVERTS] ...MAY BE SUPPOSED TO HAVE HAD ITS ORIGIN IN APOSTOLIC TRADITION, JUST AS THERE ARE MANY THINGS WHICH ARE OBSERVED BY THE WHOLE CHURCH, AND THEREFORE ARE FAIRLY 
HELD TO HAVE BEEN ENJOINED BY THE APOSTLES, WHICH YET ARE NOT MENTIONED IN THEIR WRITINGS AGAINST THE DONATISTS 5:23[31] "BUT THE ADMONITION THAT HE [CYPRIAN] GIVES US, ‘THAT WE SHOULD GO BACK TO THE FOUNTAIN, THAT IS, TO APOSTOLIC TRADITION, AND THENCE TURN THE CHANNEL OF TRUTH TO OUR TIMES,’ IS MOST EXCELLENT, AND SHOULD BE FOLLOWED WITHOUT HESITATION" IBID., 5:26[37] "BUT IN REGARD TO THOSE OBSERVANCES WHICH WE CAREFULLY ATTEND AND WHICH THE WHOLE WORLD KEEPS, AND WHICH DERIVE NOT FROM SCRIPTURE BUT FROM TRADITION, WE ARE GIVEN TO UNDERSTAND THAT THEY ARE RECOMMENDED AND ORDAINED TO BE KEPT, EITHER BY THE APOSTLES THEMSELVES OR BY PLENARY [ECUMENICAL] COUNCILS, THE AUTHORITY OF WHICH IS QUITE VITAL IN THE CHURCH" LETTER TO JANUARIUS [A.D. 400] 
BAPTISMAL REGENERATION
"[ACCORDING TO] APOSTOLIC TRADITION...THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST HOLD INHERENTLY THAT WITHOUT BAPTISM AND PARTICIPATION AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANY MAN TO ATTAIN EITHER TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD OR TO SALVATION AND LIFE ETERNAL. THIS IS THE WITNESS OF SCRIPTURE TOO FORGIVENESS AND THE JUST DESERTS OF SIN, AND THE BAPTISM OF INFANTS 1:24:34 A.D. 412 "THERE ARE THREE WAYS IN WHICH SINS ARE FORGIVEN: IN BAPTISM, IN PRAYER, AND IN THE GREATER HUMILITY OF PENANCE; YET GOD DOES NOT FORGIVE SINS EXCEPT TO THE BAPTIZED" SERMONS TO CATECHUMENS ON THE CREED 7:15 A.D. 395. 
THE JUSTIFIED CAN FALL FROM GRACE
"[O]F TWO PIOUS MEN, WHY TO THE ONE SHOULD BE GIVEN PERSEVERANCE UNTO THE END, AND TO THE OTHER NOT BE GIVEN, GOD’S JUDGMENTS ARE EVEN MORE UNSEARCHABLE...HAD NOT BOTH BEEN CALLED AND FOLLOWED HIM THAT CALLED THEM? AND HAD NOT BOTH BECOME, FROM WICKED MEN, JUSTIFIED MEN, AND BOTH BEEN RENEWED BY THE LAVER OF REGENERATION?" THE GIFT OF PERSEVERANCE 9:21 A.D. 428. "BUT THOSE WHO DO NOT BELONG TO THE NUMBER OF THE PREDESTINED...ARE JUDGED MOST JUSTLY ACCORDING TO THEIR DESERTS. FOR EITHER THEY LIE UNDER SIN WHICH THEY CONTRACTED ORIGINALLY BY THEIR GENERATION AND GO FORTH [FROM THIS LIFE] WITH THAT HEREDITARY DEBT WHICH WAS NOT FORGIVEN BY REGENERATION [BAPTISM], OR [IF IT WAS FORGIVEN BY REGENERATION] THEY HAVE ADDED OTHERS BESIDES THROUGH FREE CHOICE: CHOICE, I SAY, FREE; BUT NOT FREED...OR THEY RECEIVE GOD’S GRACE, BUT THEY ARE TEMPORAL AND DO NOT PERSEVERE; THEY ABANDON IT AND ARE ABANDONED. FOR BY FREE WILL, SINCE THEY HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE GIFT OF PERSEVERANCE, THEY ARE SENT AWAY IN GOD’S JUST AND HIDDEN JUDGMENT." 
INFUSED RIGHTEOUSNESS
THE FOLLOWING QUOTE IS LIFTED FROM THE BOOK FAITH ALONE, WRITTEN BY THE REFORMED THEOLOGIAN R.C. SPROUL. DR. SPROUL QUOTES ANOTHER REFORMED THEOLOGIAN (ALISTER MCGRATH). ON PAGE 99 MCGRATH WRITES, “AUGUSTINE UNDERSTANDS THE VERB JUSTIFICARE TO MEAN ‘TO MAKE RIGHTEOUS’, AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE TERM WHICH HE APPEARS TO HAVE HELD THROUGHOUT HIS WORKING LIFE...MAN’S RIGHTEOUSNESS, EFFECTED IN JUSTIFICATION IS REGARDED BY AUGUSTINE AS INHERENT RATHER THAN IMPUTED. THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH MAN THUS RECEIVES, ALTHOUGH ORIGINATING FROM GOD IS NEVERTHELESS LOCATED WITHIN MAN, AND CAN BE SAID TO BE HIS, PART OF HIS BEING AND INTRINSIC TO HIS PERSON.” 
GRACE AND MERIT
"WHAT MERITS OF HIS OWN HAS THE SAVED TO BOAST OF WHEN, IF HE WERE DEALT WITH ACCORDING TO HIS MERITS, HE WOULD BE NOTHING IF NOT DAMNED? HAVE THE JUST THEN NO MERITS AT ALL? OF COURSE, THEY DO, FOR THEY ARE THE JUST. BUT THEY HAD NO MERITS BY WHICH THEY WERE MADE JUST. LETTERS 194:3:6 A.D. 412. "WHAT MERIT, THEN, DOES A MAN HAVE BEFORE GRACE, BY WHICH HE MIGHT RECEIVE GRACE, WHEN OUR EVERY GOOD MERIT IS PRODUCED IN US ONLY BY GRACE AND WHEN GOD, CROWNING OUR MERITS, CROWNS NOTHING ELSE BUT HIS OWN GIFTS TO US?" IBID., 194:5:19. 
THE SACRIFICE OF THE MASS
"IN THE SACRAMENT HE IS IMMOLATED FOR THE PEOPLE NOT ONLY ON EVERY EASTER SOLEMNITY BUT ON EVERY DAY; AND A MAN WOULD NOT BE LYING IF, WHEN ASKED, HE, WERE TO REPLY THAT CHRIST IS BEING IMMOLATED. FOR IF SACRAMENTS HAD NOT A LIKENESS TO THOSE THINGS OF WHICH THEY ARE SACRAMENTS, THEY WOULD NOT BE SACRAMENTS AT ALL; AND THEY GENERALLY TAKE THE NAMES OF THOSE SAME THINGS BY REASON OF THIS LIKENESS. LETTERS 98:9 A.D. 412. 
THE REAL PRESENCE OF CHRIST IN THE EUCHARIST
"I PROMISED YOU [NEW CHRISTIANS], WHO HAVE NOW BEEN BAPTIZED, A SERMON IN WHICH I WOULD EXPLAIN THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S TABLE...THAT BREAD WHICH YOU SEE ON THE ALTAR, HAVING BEEN SANCTIFIED BY THE WORD OF GOD, IS THE BODY OF CHRIST. THAT CHALICE, OR RATHER, WHAT IS IN THAT CHALICE, HAVING BEEN SANCTIFIED BY THE WORD OF GOD, IS THE BLOOD OF CHRIST. SERMONS 227 A.D. 411. "CHRIST WAS CARRIED IN HIS OWN HANDS WHEN, REFERRING TO HIS OWN BODY, HE SAID, ‘THIS IS MY BODY’ [MATT. 26:26]. FOR HE CARRIED THAT BODY IN HIS HANDS" EXPLANATIONS OF THE PSALMS 33:1:10 A.D. 405. 
PRIEST, BISHOPS, SEE OF PETER AND THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
"[T]HERE ARE MANY OTHER THINGS WHICH MOST PROPERLY CAN KEEP ME IN [THE CATHOLIC CHURCH’S] BOSOM. THE UNANIMITY OF PEOPLES AND NATIONS KEEPS ME HERE. HER AUTHORITY, INAUGURATED IN MIRACLES, NOURISHED BY HOPE, AUGMENTED BY LOVE, AND CONFIRMED BY HER AGE, KEEPS ME HERE. THE SUCCESSION OF PRIESTS, FROM THE VERY SEE OF THE APOSTLE PETER, TO WHOM THE LORD, AFTER HIS RESURRECTION, GAVE THE CHARGE OF FEEDING HIS SHEEP [JOHN 21:15–17], UP TO THE PRESENT EPISCOPATE, KEEPS ME HERE. AND LAST, THE VERY NAME CATHOLIC, WHICH, NOT WITHOUT REASON, BELONGS TO THIS CHURCH ALONE, IN THE FACE OF SO MANY HERETICS, SO MUCH SO THAT, ALTHOUGH ALL HERETICS WANT TO BE CALLED ‘CATHOLIC,’ WHEN A STRANGER INQUIRES WHERE THE CATHOLIC CHURCH MEETS, NONE OF THE HERETICS WOULD DARE TO POINT OUT HIS OWN BASILICA OR HOUSE" AGAINST THE LETTER OF MANI CALLED THE FOUNDATION 4:5 AD 397. 
PRAYING TO THE SAINTS
"A CHRISTIAN PEOPLE CELEBRATES TOGETHER IN RELIGIOUS SOLEMNITY THE MEMORIALS OF THE MARTYRS, BOTH TO ENCOURAGE THEIR BEING IMITATED AND SO THAT IT CAN SHARE IN THEIR MERITS AND BE AIDED BY THEIR PRAYERS" AGAINST FAUSTUS THE MANICHEAN A.D. 400. "THERE IS AN ECCLESIASTICAL DISCIPLINE, AS THE FAITHFUL KNOW, WHEN THE NAMES OF THE MARTYRS ARE READ ALOUD IN THAT PLACE AT THE ALTAR OF GOD, WHERE PRAYER IS NOT OFFERED FOR THEM. PRAYER, HOWEVER, IS OFFERED FOR THE DEAD WHO ARE REMEMBERED. FOR IT IS WRONG TO PRAY FOR A MARTYR, TO WHOSE PRAYERS WE OUGHT OURSELVES BE COMMENDED" SERMONS 159:1 A.D. 411 
THE PRIMACY OF PETER
"IF THE VERY ORDER OF EPISCOPAL SUCCESSION IS TO BE CONSIDERED, HOW MUCH MORE SURELY, TRULY, AND SAFELY DO WE NUMBER THEM [THE BISHOPS OF ROME] FROM PETER HIMSELF, TO WHOM, AS TO ONE REPRESENTING THE WHOLE CHURCH, THE LORD SAID, ‘UPON THIS ROCK I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH, & THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT CONQUER IT.’ PETER WAS SUCCEEDED BY LINUS, LINUS BY CLEMENT...IN THIS ORDER OF SUCCESSION A DONATIST BISHOP IS NOT TO BE FOUND" LETTERS 53:1:2 A.D. 412. "AMONG THESE [APOSTLES] PETER ALONE ALMOST EVERYWHERE DESERVED TO REPRESENT THE WHOLE CHURCH BECAUSE OF THAT REPRESENTATION OF THE CHURCH, WHICH ONLY HE BORE, HE DESERVED TO HEAR ‘I WILL GIVE TO YOU THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN’" SERMONS 295:2 A.D. 411. 
THE AUTHORITY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
"IF YOU SHOULD FIND SOMEONE WHO DOES NOT YET BELIEVE IN THE GOSPEL, WHAT WOULD YOU [MANI] ANSWER HIM WHEN HE SAYS, 'I DO NOT BELIEVE'? INDEED, I WOULD NOT BELIEVE IN THE GOSPEL MYSELF IF THE AUTHOR ITY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH DID NOT MOVE ME TO DO SO" (AGAINST THE LETTER OF MANI CALLED 'THE FOUNDATION' 5:6). 
THE PERPETUAL VIRGINITY OF MARY
MARY "REMAINED A VIRGIN IN CONCEIVING HER SON, A VIRGIN IN GIVING BIRTH TO HIM, A VIRGIN IN CARRYING HIM, A VIRGIN IN NURSING HIM AT HER BREAST, ALWAYS A VIRGIN." SERMON 186. 
SUMMARY
MOST PROTESTANTS CONSIDER AUGUSTINE AN EVANGELICAL AMONGST THE CHURCH FATHERS. IN LIGHT OF THE ABOVE, HOW CAN THIS BE? THERE ARE TWO REASONS. FIRST, MOST PROTESTANTS ARE UNAWARE OF AUGUSTINE’S BELIEFS. SECOND, HIS VIEWS ON PREDESTINATION AND GRACE ARE EMBRACED BY THE REFORMED TRADITION. BUT THIS IMPLIES THE CHURCH EMBRACES PELAGIANISM AND SEMI-PELAGIANISM. IN FACT, THESE HERESIES WERE REJECTED AT THE COUNCILS OF EPHESUS (AD 421) AND ORANGE (AD 529). THE CATHOLIC VIEW ON SALVATION IS “BY GRACE ALONE, BY CHRIST ALONE”, WHILE REJECTING IT IS BY FAITH ALONE. EVEN R.C. SPROUL, A REFORMED THEOLOGIAN SAYS IT IS SLANDER TO CLAIM THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IS PELAGIANI. AND THE PREDESTINATIONAL VIEWS OF AQUINAS AND AUGUSTINE ARE PERMITTED. IT IS TRUE AUGUSTINE WAS A FATHER OF THE FAITH. BUT IT IS UNDENIABLE AUGUSTINE WAS A CATHOLIC FATHER. HOLDING CATHOLIC DOCTRINES, THE REVERED BISHOP OF HIPPO WOULD TODAY BE DENIED MEMBERSHIP IN ANY REFORMED EVANGELICAL CHURCH, IN FACT, HE WOULD BE REGARDED AS A [DAMNED] HERETIC. 
THE CHURCH FATHERS AGAINST THE FUNDAMENTAL EPISTLES OF THE MANICHAEANS
CHAPTER 1. TO HEAL HERETICS IS BETTER THAN TO DESTROY THEM
1. MY PRAYER TO THE ONE TRUE, ALMIGHTY GOD, OF WHOM, AND THROUGH WHOM, AND IN WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, HAS BEEN, AND IS NOW, THAT IN OPPOSING AND REFUTING THE HERESY OF YOU MANICHÆANS, AS YOU MAY AFTER ALL BE HERETICS MORE FROM THOUGHTLESSNESS THAN FROM MALICE, HE WOULD GIVE ME A MIND CALM AND COMPOSED, AND AIMING AT YOUR RECOVERY RATHER THAN AT YOUR DISCOMFITURE. FOR WHILE THE LORD, BY HIS SERVANTS, OVERTHROWS THE KINGDOMS OF ERROR, HIS WILL CONCERNING ERRING MEN, AS FAR AS THEY ARE MEN, IS THAT THEY SHOULD BE AMENDED RATHER THAN DESTROYED. AND IN EVERY CASE WHERE, PREVIOUS TO THE FINAL JUDGMENT, GOD INFLICTS PUNISHMENT, WHETHER THROUGH THE WICKED OR THE RIGHTEOUS, WHETHER THROUGH THE UNINTELLIGENT OR THROUGH THE INTELLIGENT, WHETHER IN SECRET OR OPENLY, WE MUST BELIEVE THAT THE DESIGNED EFFECT IS THE HEALING OF MEN, AND NOT THEIR RUIN; WHILE THERE IS A PREPARATION FOR THE FINAL DOOM IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO REJECT THE MEANS OF RECOVERY. THUS, AS THE UNIVERSE CONTAINS SOME THINGS WHICH SERVE FOR BODILY PUNISHMENT, AS FIRE, POISON, DISEASE, AND THE REST, AND OTHER THINGS, IN WHICH THE MIND IS PUNISHED, NOT BY BODILY DISTRESS, BUT BY THE ENTANGLEMENTS OF ITS OWN PASSIONS, SUCH AS LOSS, EXILE, BEREAVEMENT, REPROACH, AND THE LIKE; WHILE OTHER THINGS, AGAIN, WITHOUT TORMENTING ARE FITTED TO COMFORT AND SOOTHE THE LANGUISHING, AS, FOR EXAMPLE, CONSOLATIONS, EXHORTATIONS, DISCUSSIONS, AND SUCH THINGS; IN ALL THESE THE SUPREME JUSTICE OF GOD MAKES USE SOMETIMES EVEN OF WICKED MEN, ACTING IN IGNORANCE, AND SOMETIMES OF GOOD MEN, ACTING INTELLIGENTLY. IT IS OURS, ACCORDINGLY, TO DESIRE IN PREFERENCE THE BETTER PART, THAT WE MIGHT ATTAIN OUR END IN YOUR CORRECTION, NOT BY CONTENTION, AND STRIFE, AND PERSECUTIONS, BUT BY KINDLY CONSOLATION, BY FRIENDLY EXHORTATION, BY QUIET DISCUSSION; AS IT IS WRITTEN, "THE SERVANT OF THE LORD MUST NOT STRIVE; BUT BE GENTLE TOWARD ALL MEN, APT TO TEACH, PATIENT; IN MEEKNESS INSTRUCTING THOSE THAT OPPOSE THEMSELVES." 2ND TIMOTHY 2:24-25 IT IS OURS, I SAY, TO DESIRE TO OBTAIN THIS PART IN THE WORK; IT BELONGS TO GOD TO GIVE WHAT IS GOOD TO THOSE WHO DESIRE IT AND ASK FOR IT.
CHAPTER 2. WHY THE MANICHÆANS SHOULD BE MORE GENTLY DEALT WITH
2. LET THOSE RAGE AGAINST YOU WHO KNOW NOT WITH WHAT LABOR THE TRUTH IS TO BE FOUND AND WITH WHAT DIFFICULTY ERROR IS TO BE AVOIDED. LET THOSE RAGE AGAINST YOU WHO KNOW NOT HOW RARE AND HARD IT IS TO OVERCOME THE FANCIES OF THE FLESH BY THE SERENITY OF A PIOUS DISPOSITION. LET THOSE RAGE AGAINST YOU WHO KNOW NOT THE DIFFICULTY OF CURING THE EYE OF THE INNER MAN THAT HE MAY GAZE UPON HIS SUN — NOT THAT SUN WHICH YOU WORSHIP, AND WHICH SHINES WITH THE BRILLIANCE OF A HEAVENLY BODY IN THE EYES OF CARNAL MEN AND OF BEASTS — BUT THAT OF WHICH IT IS WRITTEN THROUGH THE PROPHET, "THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS HAS ARISEN UPON ME;" MALACHI 4:2 AND OF WHICH IT IS SAID IN THE GOSPEL, "THAT WAS THE TRUE LIGHT, WHICH LIGHTS EVERY MAN THAT COMES INTO THE WORLD." JOHN 1:9 LET THOSE RAGE AGAINST YOU WHO KNOW NOT WITH WHAT SIGHS AND GROANS THE LEAST PARTICLE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IS OBTAINED. AND, LAST OF ALL, LET THOSE RAGE AGAINST YOU WHO HAVE NEVER BEEN LED ASTRAY IN THE SAME WAY THAT THEY SEE THAT YOU ARE.
CHAPTER 3. AUGUSTINE ONCE A MANICHÆAN
3. FOR MY PART, I — WHO, AFTER MUCH AND LONG-CONTINUED BEWILDERMENT, ATTAINED AT LAST, TO THE DISCOVERY OF THE SIMPLE TRUTH, WHICH IS LEARNED WITHOUT BEING RECORDED IN ANY FANCIFUL LEGEND; WHO, UNHAPPY THAT I WAS, BARELY SUCCEEDED, BY GOD'S HELP, IN REFUTING THE VAIN IMAGINATIONS OF MY MIND, GATHERED FROM THEORIES AND ERRORS OF VARIOUS KINDS; WHO SO LATE SOUGHT THE CURE OF MY MENTAL OBSCURATION, IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE CALL AND THE TENDER PERSUASION OF THE ALL-MERCIFUL PHYSICIAN; WHO LONG WEPT THAT THE IMMUTABLE AND INVIOLABLE EXISTENCE WOULD VOUCHSAFE TO CONVINCE ME INWARDLY OF HIMSELF, IN HARMONY WITH THE TESTIMONY OF THE SACRED BOOKS; BY WHOM, IN FINE, ALL THOSE FICTIONS WHICH HAVE SUCH A FIRM HOLD ON YOU, FROM YOUR LONG FAMILIARITY WITH THEM, WERE DILIGENTLY EXAMINED, AND ATTENTIVELY HEARD, AND TOO EASILY BELIEVED, AND COMMENDED AT EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO THE BELIEF OF OTHERS, AND DEFENDED AGAINST OPPONENTS WITH DETERMINATION AND BOLDNESS — I CAN ON NO ACCOUNT RAGE AGAINST YOU; FOR I MUST BEAR WITH YOU NOW AS FORMERLY I HAD TO BEAR WITH MYSELF, AND I MUST BE AS PATIENT TOWARDS YOU AS MY ASSOCIATES WERE WITH ME, WHEN I WENT MADLY AND BLINDLY ASTRAY IN YOUR BELIEFS.
4. ON THE OTHER HAND, ALL MUST ALLOW THAT YOU OWE IT TO ME, IN RETURN, TO LAY ASIDE ALL ARROGANCE ON YOUR PART TOO, THAT SO YOU MAY BE THE MORE DISPOSED TO GENTLENESS, AND MAY NOT OPPOSE ME IN A HOSTILE SPIRIT, TO YOUR OWN HURT. LET NEITHER OF US ASSERT THAT HE HAS FOUND TRUTH; LET US SEEK IT AS IF IT WERE UNKNOWN TO US BOTH. FOR TRUTH CAN BE SOUGHT WITH ZEAL AND UNANIMITY IF BY NO RASH PRESUMPTION IT IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN ALREADY FOUND AND ASCERTAINED. BUT IF I CANNOT INDUCE YOU TO GRANT ME THIS, AT LEAST ALLOW ME TO SUPPOSE MYSELF A STRANGER NOW FOR THE FIRST TIME HEARING YOU, FOR THE FIRST TIME EXAMINING YOUR DOCTRINES. I THINK MY DEMAND A JUST ONE. AND IT MUST BE LAID DOWN AS AN UNDERSTOOD THING THAT I AM NOT TO JOIN YOU IN YOUR PRAYERS, OR IN HOLDING CONVENTICLES, OR IN TAKING THE NAME OF MANICHÆUS, UNLESS YOU GIVE ME A CLEAR EXPLANATION, WITHOUT ANY OBSCURITY, OF ALL MATTERS TOUCHING THE SALVATION OF THE SOUL.
CHAPTER 4. PROOFS OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH
5. FOR IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, NOT TO SPEAK OF THE PUREST WISDOM, TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF WHICH A FEW SPIRITUAL MEN ATTAIN IN THIS LIFE, SO AS TO KNOW IT, IN THE SCANTIEST MEASURE, INDEED, BECAUSE THEY ARE BUT MEN, STILL WITHOUT ANY UNCERTAINTY (SINCE THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE DERIVE THEIR ENTIRE SECURITY NOT FROM ACUTENESS OF INTELLECT, BUT FROM SIMPLICITY OF FAITH,)— NOT TO SPEAK OF THIS WISDOM, WHICH YOU DO NOT BELIEVE TO BE IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, THERE ARE MANY OTHER THINGS WHICH MOST JUSTLY KEEP ME IN HER BOSOM. THE CONSENT OF PEOPLES AND NATIONS KEEPS ME IN THE CHURCH; SO, DOES HER AUTHORITY, INAUGURATED BY MIRACLES, NOURISHED BY HOPE, ENLARGED BY LOVE, ESTABLISHED BY AGE. THE SUCCESSION OF PRIESTS KEEPS ME, BEGINNING FROM THE VERY SEAT OF THE APOSTLE PETER, TO WHOM THE LORD, AFTER HIS RESURRECTION, GAVE IT IN CHARGE TO FEED HIS SHEEP, DOWN TO THE PRESENT EPISCOPATE. AND SO, LASTLY, DOES THE NAME ITSELF OF CATHOLIC, WHICH, NOT WITHOUT REASON, AMID SO MANY HERESIES, THE CHURCH HAS THUS RETAINED; SO THAT, THOUGH ALL HERETICS WISH TO BE CALLED CATHOLICS, YET WHEN A STRANGER ASKS WHERE THE CATHOLIC CHURCH MEETS, NO HERETIC WILL VENTURE TO POINT TO HIS OWN CHAPEL OR HOUSE. SUCH THEN IN NUMBER AND IMPORTANCE ARE THE PRECIOUS TIES BELONGING TO THE CHRISTIAN NAME WHICH KEEP A BELIEVER IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, AS IT IS RIGHT, THEY SHOULD, THOUGH FROM THE SLOWNESS OF OUR UNDERSTANDING, OR THE SMALL ATTAINMENT OF OUR LIFE, THE TRUTH MAY NOT YET FULLY DISCLOSE ITSELF. BUT WITH YOU, WHERE THERE IS NONE OF THESE THINGS TO ATTRACT OR KEEP ME, THE PROMISE OF TRUTH IS THE ONLY THING THAT COMES INTO PLAY. NOW IF THE TRUTH IS SO CLEARLY PROVED AS TO LEAVE NO POSSIBILITY OF DOUBT, IT MUST BE SET BEFORE ALL THE THINGS THAT KEEP ME IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH; BUT IF THERE IS ONLY A PROMISE WITHOUT ANY FULFILLMENT, NO ONE SHALL MOVE ME FROM THE FAITH WHICH BINDS MY MIND WITH TIES SO MANY AND SO STRONG TO THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.
CHAPTER 5. AGAINST THE TITLE OF THE EPISTLE OF MANICHÆUS
6. LET US SEE THEN WHAT MANICHÆUS TEACHES ME; AND PARTICULARLY LET US EXAMINE THAT TREATISE WHICH HE CALLS THE FUNDAMENTAL EPISTLE, IN WHICH ALMOST ALL THAT YOU BELIEVE IS CONTAINED. FOR IN THAT UNHAPPY TIME WHEN WE READ IT WE WERE IN YOUR OPINION ENLIGHTENED. THE EPISTLE BEGINS THUS: "MANICHÆUS, AN APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST, BY THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD THE FATHER. THESE ARE WHOLESOME WORDS FROM THE PERENNIAL AND LIVING FOUNTAIN." NOW, IF YOU PLEASE, PATIENTLY GIVE HEED TO MY INQUIRY. I DO NOT BELIEVE MANICHÆUS TO BE AN APOSTLE OF CHRIST. DO NOT, I BEG OF YOU, BE ENRAGED AND BEGIN TO CURSE. FOR YOU KNOW THAT IT IS MY RULE TO BELIEVE NONE OF YOUR STATEMENTS WITHOUT CONSIDERATION. THEREFORE, I ASK, WHO IS THIS MANICHÆUS? YOU WILL REPLY, AN APOSTLE OF CHRIST. I DO NOT BELIEVE IT. NOW YOU ARE AT A LOSS WHAT TO SAY OR DO; FOR YOU PROMISED TO GIVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, AND HERE YOU ARE FORCING ME TO BELIEVE WHAT I HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF. PERHAPS YOU WILL READ THE GOSPEL TO ME, AND WILL ATTEMPT TO FIND THERE A TESTIMONY TO MANICHÆUS. BUT SHOULD YOU MEET WITH A PERSON NOT YET BELIEVING THE GOSPEL, HOW WOULD YOU REPLY TO HIM WERE HE TO SAY, I DO NOT BELIEVE? FOR MY PART, I SHOULD NOT BELIEVE THE GOSPEL EXCEPT AS MOVED BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. SO, WHEN THOSE ON WHOSE AUTHORITY I HAVE CONSENTED TO BELIEVE IN THE GOSPEL TELL ME NOT TO BELIEVE IN MANICHÆUS, HOW CAN I BUT CONSENT? TAKE YOUR CHOICE. IF YOU SAY, BELIEVE THE CATHOLICS: THEIR ADVICE TO ME IS TO PUT NO FAITH IN YOU; SO THAT, BELIEVING THEM, I AM PRECLUDED FROM BELIEVING YOU — IF YOU SAY, DO NOT BELIEVE THE CATHOLICS: YOU CANNOT FAIRLY USE THE GOSPEL IN BRINGING ME TO FAITH IN MANICHÆUS; FOR IT WAS AT THE COMMAND OF THE CATHOLICS THAT I BELIEVED THE GOSPEL;— AGAIN, IF YOU SAY, YOU WERE RIGHT IN BELIEVING THE CATHOLICS WHEN THEY PRAISED THE GOSPEL, BUT WRONG IN BELIEVING THEIR VITUPERATION OF MANICHÆUS: DO YOU THINK ME SUCH A FOOL AS TO BELIEVE OR NOT TO BELIEVE AS YOU LIKE OR DISLIKE, WITHOUT ANY REASON? IT IS THEREFORE FAIRER AND SAFER BY FAR FOR ME, HAVING IN ONE INSTANCE PUT FAITH IN THE CATHOLICS, NOT TO GO OVER TO YOU, TILL, INSTEAD OF BIDDING ME BELIEVE, YOU MAKE ME UNDERSTAND SOMETHING IN THE CLEAREST AND MOST OPEN MANNER. TO CONVINCE ME, THEN, YOU MUST PUT ASIDE THE GOSPEL. IF YOU KEEP TO THE GOSPEL, I WILL KEEP TO THOSE WHO COMMANDED ME TO BELIEVE THE GOSPEL; AND, IN OBEDIENCE TO THEM, I WILL NOT BELIEVE YOU AT ALL. BUT IF HAPLY YOU SHOULD SUCCEED IN FINDING IN THE GOSPEL AN INCONTROVERTIBLE TESTIMONY TO THE APOSTLESHIP OF MANICHÆUS, YOU WILL WEAKEN MY REGARD FOR THE AUTHORITY OF THE CATHOLICS WHO BID ME NOT TO BELIEVE YOU; AND THE EFFECT OF THAT WILL BE, THAT I SHALL NO LONGER BE ABLE TO BELIEVE THE GOSPEL EITHER, FOR IT WAS THROUGH THE CATHOLICS THAT I GOT MY FAITH IN IT; AND SO, WHATEVER YOU BRING FROM THE GOSPEL WILL NO LONGER HAVE ANY WEIGHT WITH ME. WHEREFORE, IF NO CLEAR PROOF OF THE APOSTLESHIP OF MANICHÆUS IS FOUND IN THE GOSPEL, I WILL BELIEVE THE CATHOLICS RATHER THAN YOU. BUT IF YOU READ THENCE SOME PASSAGE CLEARLY IN FAVOR OF MANICHÆUS, I WILL BELIEVE NEITHER THEM NOR YOU: NOT THEM, FOR THEY LIED TO ME ABOUT YOU; NOR YOU, FOR YOU QUOTE TO ME THAT SCRIPTURE WHICH I HAD BELIEVED ON THE AUTHORITY OF THOSE LIARS. BUT FAR BE IT THAT I SHOULD NOT BELIEVE THE GOSPEL; FOR BELIEVING IT, I FIND NO WAY OF BELIEVING YOU TOO. FOR THE NAMES OF THE APOSTLES, AS THERE RECORDED, DO NOT INCLUDE THE NAME OF MANICHÆUS. AND WHO THE SUCCESSOR OF CHRIST'S BETRAYER WAS WE READ IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES; ACTS 1:26 WHICH BOOK I MUST NEEDS BELIEVE IF I BELIEVE THE GOSPEL, SINCE BOTH WRITINGS ALIKE CATHOLIC AUTHORITY COMMENDS TO ME. THE SAME BOOK CONTAINS THE WELL-KNOWN NARRATIVE OF THE CALLING AND APOSTLESHIP OF PAUL. ACTS IX READ ME NOW, IF YOU CAN, IN THE GOSPEL WHERE MANICHÆUS IS CALLED AN APOSTLE, OR IN ANY OTHER BOOK IN WHICH I HAVE PROFESSED TO BELIEVE. WILL YOU READ THE PASSAGE WHERE THE LORD PROMISED THE HOLY SPIRIT AS A PARACLETE, TO THE APOSTLES? CONCERNING WHICH PASSAGE, BEHOLD HOW MANY AND HOW GREAT ARE THE THINGS THAT RESTRAIN AND DETER ME FROM BELIEVING IN MANICHÆUS.
CHAPTER 6. WHY MANICHÆUS CALLED HIMSELF AN APOSTLE OF CHRIST
7. FOR I AM AT A LOSS TO SEE WHY THIS EPISTLE BEGINS, "MANICHÆUS, AN APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST [MAYBE 2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15!]," AND NOT PARACLETE, AN APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST. OR IF THE PARACLETE SENT BY CHRIST SENT MANICHÆUS, WHY DO WE READ, "MANICHÆUS, AN APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST," INSTEAD OF MANICHÆUS, AN APOSTLE OF THE PARACLETE? IF YOU SAY THAT IT IS CHRIST HIMSELF WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT, YOU CONTRADICT THE VERY SCRIPTURE, WHERE THE LORD SAYS, "AND I WILL SEND YOU ANOTHER PARACLETE." JOHN 14:16 AGAIN, IF YOU JUSTIFY YOUR PUTTING OF CHRIST'S NAME, NOT BECAUSE IT IS CHRIST HIMSELF WHO IS ALSO THE PARACLETE, BUT BECAUSE THEY ARE BOTH OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE, — THAT IS, NOT BECAUSE THEY ARE ONE PERSON, BUT ONE EXISTENCE [NON QUIA UNUS EST, SED QUIA UNUM SUNT], — PAUL TOO MIGHT HAVE USED THE WORDS, PAUL, AN APOSTLE OF GOD THE FATHER; FOR THE LORD SAID, "I AND THE FATHER ARE ONE." JOHN 10:30 PAUL NOWHERE USES THESE WORDS; NOR DOES ANY OF THE APOSTLES WRITE HIMSELF AN APOSTLE OF THE FATHER. WHY THEN THIS NEW FASHION? DOES IT NOT SAVOR OF TRICKERY OF SOME KIND OR OTHER? FOR IF HE THOUGHT IT MADE NO DIFFERENCE, WHY DID HE NOT FOR THE SAKE OF VARIETY IN SOME EPISTLES CALL HIMSELF AN APOSTLE OF CHRIST, AND IN OTHERS OF THE PARACLETE? BUT IN EVERY ONE THAT I KNOW OF, HE WRITES, OF CHRIST; AND NOT ONCE, OF THE PARACLETE. WHAT DO WE SUPPOSE TO BE THE REASON OF THIS, BUT THAT PRIDE, THE MOTHER OF ALL HERETICS, IMPELLED THE MAN TO DESIRE TO SEEM TO HAVE BEEN SENT BY THE PARACLETE, BUT TO HAVE BEEN TAKEN INTO SO CLOSE A RELATION AS TO GET THE NAME OF PARACLETE HIMSELF? AS THE MAN JESUS CHRIST WAS NOT SENT BY THE SON OF GOD, THAT IS, THE POWER AND WISDOM OF GOD — BY WHICH ALL THINGS WERE MADE, BUT, ACCORDING TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH, WAS TAKEN INTO SUCH A RELATION AS TO BE HIMSELF THE SON OF GOD— THAT IS, THAT IN HIMSELF THE WISDOM OF GOD WAS DISPLAYED IN THE HEALING OF SINNERS, — SO MANICHÆUS WISHED IT TO BE THOUGHT THAT HE WAS SO TAKEN UP BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHOM CHRIST PROMISED, THAT WE ARE HENCEFORTH TO UNDERSTAND THAT THE NAMES MANICHÆUS AND HOLY SPIRIT ALIKE SIGNIFY THE APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST — THAT IS, ONE SENT BY JESUS CHRIST, WHO PROMISED TO SEND HIM. SINGULAR AUDACITY THIS! AND UNUTTERABLE SACRILEGE!
CHAPTER 7. IN WHAT SENSE THE FOLLOWERS OF MANICHÆUS BELIEVE HIM TO BE THE HOLY SPIRIT
8. BESIDES, YOU SHOULD EXPLAIN HOW IT IS THAT, WHILE THE FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT ARE UNITED IN EQUALITY OF NATURE, AS YOU ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE, YOU ARE NOT ASHAMED TO SPEAK OF MANICHÆUS, A MAN TAKEN INTO UNION WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS BORN OF ORDINARY GENERATION; AND YET YOU SHRINK FROM BELIEVING THAT THE MAN TAKEN INTO UNION WITH THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN WISDOM OF GOD WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN. IF HUMAN FLESH, IF GENERATION [CONCUBITUS VIRI], IF THE WOMB OF A WOMAN COULD NOT CONTAMINATE THE HOLY SPIRIT, HOW COULD THE VIRGIN'S WOMB CONTAMINATE THE WISDOM OF GOD? THIS MANICHÆUS, THEN, WHO BOASTS OF A CONNECTION WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND OF BEING SPOKEN OF IN THE GOSPEL, MUST PRODUCE HIS CLAIM TO EITHER OF THESE TWO THINGS — THAT HE WAS SENT BY THE SPIRIT, OR THAT HE WAS TAKEN INTO UNION WITH THE SPIRIT. IF HE WAS SENT, LET HIM CALL HIMSELF THE APOSTLE OF THE PARACLETE; IF TAKEN INTO UNION, LET HIM ALLOW THAT HE WHOM THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON TOOK UPON HIMSELF HAD A HUMAN MOTHER, SINCE HE ADMITS A HUMAN FATHER AS WELL AS MOTHER IN THE CASE OF ONE TAKEN UP BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. LET HIM BELIEVE THAT THE WORD OF GOD WAS NOT DEFILED BY THE VIRGIN WOMB OF MARY, SINCE HE EXHORTS US TO BELIEVE THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT COULD NOT BE DEFILED BY THE MARRIED LIFE OF HIS PARENTS. BUT IF YOU SAY THAT MANICHÆUS WAS UNITED TO THE SPIRIT, NOT IN THE WOMB OR BEFORE CONCEPTION, BUT AFTER HIS BIRTH, STILL YOU MUST ADMIT THAT HE HAD A FLESHLY NATURE DERIVED FROM MAN AND WOMAN. AND SINCE YOU ARE NOT AFRAID TO SPEAK OF THE BLOOD AND THE BODILY SUBSTANCE OF MANICHÆUS AS COMING FROM ORDINARY GENERATION, OR OF THE INTERNAL IMPURITIES CONTAINED IN HIS FLESH, AND HOLD THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO TOOK ON HIMSELF, AS YOU BELIEVE, THIS HUMAN BEING, WAS NOT CONTAMINATED BY ALL THOSE THINGS, WHY SHOULD I SHRINK FROM SPEAKING OF THE VIRGIN'S WOMB AND BODY UNDEFILED, AND NOT RATHER BELIEVE THAT THE WISDOM OF GOD IN UNION WITH THE HUMAN BEING IN HIS MOTHER'S FLESH STILL REMAINED FREE FROM STAIN AND POLLUTION? WHEREFORE, AS, WHETHER YOUR MANICHÆUS PROFESSES TO BE SENT BY OR TO BE UNITED WITH THE PARACLETE, NEITHER STATEMENT CAN HOLD GOOD, I AM ON MY GUARD, AND REFUSE TO BELIEVE EITHER IN HIS MISSION OR IN HIS SUSCEPTION.
CHAPTER 8. THE FESTIVAL OF THE BIRTH-DAY OF MANICHÆUS
9. IN ADDING THE WORDS, "BY THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD THE FATHER," WHAT ELSE DID MANICHÆUS DESIGN BUT THAT, HAVING GOT THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST, WHOSE APOSTLE HE CALLS HIMSELF, AND OF GOD THE FATHER, BY WHOSE PROVIDENCE HE SAYS HE WAS SENT BY THE SON, WE SHOULD BELIEVE HIMSELF, AS THE HOLY SPIRIT, TO BE THE THIRD PERSON? HIS WORDS ARE: "MANICHÆUS, AN APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST, BY THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD THE FATHER." THE HOLY SPIRIT IS NOT NAMED, THOUGH HE OUGHT SPECIALLY TO HAVE BEEN NAMED BY ONE WHO QUOTES TO US IN FAVOR OF HIS APOSTLESHIP THE PROMISE OF THE PARACLETE, THAT HE MAY PREVAIL UPON IGNORANT PEOPLE BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE GOSPEL. IN REPLY TO THIS, YOU OF COURSE SAY THAT IN THE NAME OF THE APOSTLE MANICHÆUS WE HAVE THE NAME OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE PARACLETE, BECAUSE HE CONDESCENDED TO COME INTO MANICHÆUS. WHY THEN, I ASK AGAIN, SHOULD YOU CRY OUT AGAINST THE DOCTRINE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, THAT HE IN WHOM DIVINE WISDOM CAME WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN, WHEN YOU DO NOT SCRUPLE TO AFFIRM THE BIRTH BY ORDINARY GENERATION OF HIM IN WHOM YOU SAY THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME? I CANNOT BUT SUSPECT THAT THIS MANICHÆUS, WHO USES THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST TO GAIN ACCESS TO THE MINDS OF THE IGNORANT, WISHED TO BE WORSHIPPED INSTEAD OF CHRIST HIMSELF. I WILL STATE BRIEFLY THE REASON OF THIS CONJECTURE. AT THE TIME WHEN I WAS A STUDENT OF YOUR DOCTRINES, TO MY FREQUENT INQUIRIES WHY IT WAS THAT THE PASCHAL FEAST OF THE LORD WAS CELEBRATED GENERALLY WITH NO INTEREST, THOUGH SOMETIMES THERE WERE A FEW LANGUID WORSHIPPERS, BUT NO WATCHING’S, NO PRESCRIPTION OF ANY UNUSUAL FAST, — IN A WORD, NO SPECIAL CEREMONY — WHILE GREAT HONOR IS PAID TO YOUR BEMA, THAT IS, THE DAY ON WHICH MANICHÆUS WAS KILLED, WHEN YOU HAVE A PLATFORM WITH FINE STEPS, COVERED WITH PRECIOUS CLOTH, PLACED CONSPICUOUSLY SO AS TO FACE THE VOTARIES — THE REPLY WAS, THAT THE DAY TO OBSERVE WAS THE DAY OF THE PASSION OF HIM WHO REALLY SUFFERED, AND THAT CHRIST, WHO WAS NOT BORN, BUT APPEARED TO HUMAN EYES IN AN UNREAL SEMBLANCE OF FLESH, ONLY FEIGNED SUFFERING, WITHOUT REALLY BEARING IT. IS IT NOT DEPLORABLE, THAT MEN WHO WISH TO BE CALLED CHRISTIANS ARE AFRAID OF A VIRGIN'S WOMB AS LIKELY TO DEFILE THE TRUTH, AND YET ARE NOT AFRAID OF FALSEHOOD? BUT TO GO BACK TO THE POINT, WHO THAT PAYS ATTENTION CAN HELP SUSPECTING THAT THE INTENTION OF MANICHÆUS IN DENYING CHRIST'S BEING BORN OF A WOMAN, AND HAVING A HUMAN BODY, WAS THAT HIS PASSION, THE TIME OF WHICH IS NOW A GREAT FESTIVAL ALL OVER THE WORLD, MIGHT NOT BE OBSERVED BY THE BELIEVERS IN HIMSELF, SO AS TO LESSEN THE DEVOTION OF THE SOLEMN COMMEMORATION WHICH HE WISHED IN HONOR OF THE DAY OF HIS OWN DEATH? FOR TO US IT WAS A GREAT ATTRACTION IN THE FEAST OF THE BEMA THAT IT WAS HELD DURING PASCHA, SINCE WE USED ALL THE MORE EARNESTLY TO DESIRE THAT FESTAL DAY [THE BEMA], THAT THE OTHER WHICH WAS FORMERLY MOST SWEET HAD BEEN WITHDRAWN.
CHAPTER 9. WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS SENT
10. PERHAPS YOU WILL SAY TO ME, WHEN, THEN, DID THE PARACLETE PROMISED BY THE LORD COME? AS REGARDS THIS, HAD I NOTHING ELSE TO BELIEVE IN THE SUBJECT, I SHOULD RATHER LOOK FOR THE PARACLETE AS STILL TO COME, THAN ALLOW THAT HE CAME IN MANICHÆUS. BUT SEEING THAT THE ADVENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS NARRATED WITH PERFECT CLEARNESS IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, WHERE IS THE NECESSITY OF MY SO GRATUITOUSLY RUNNING THE RISK OF BELIEVING HERETICS? FOR IN THE ACTS IT IS WRITTEN AS FOLLOWS: "THE FORMER TREATISE HAVE WE MADE, O THEOPHILUS, OF ALL THAT JESUS BEGAN BOTH TO DO AND TEACH, IN THE DAY IN WHICH HE CHOSE THE APOSTLES BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND COMMANDED THEM TO PREACH THE GOSPEL. BY THOSE TO WHOM HE SHOWED HIMSELF ALIVE AFTER HIS PASSION BY MANY PROOFS IN THE DAYTIME, HE WAS SEEN FORTY DAYS, TEACHING CONCERNING THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND HOW HE CONVERSED WITH THEM, AND COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD NOT DEPART FROM JERUSALEM, BUT WAIT FOR THE PROMISE OF THE FATHER, WHICH, SAYS HE, YOU HAVE HEARD OF ME. FOR JOHN INDEED BAPTIZED WITH WATER, BUT YOU SHALL BEGIN TO BE BAPTIZED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHOM ALSO YOU SHALL RECEIVE AFTER NOT MANY DAYS, THAT IS, AT PENTECOST. WHEN THEY HAD COME, THEY ASKED HIM, SAYING, LORD, WILL YOU AT THIS TIME MANIFEST YOURSELF? AND WHEN WILL BE THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL? AND HE SAID TO THEM, NO ONE CAN KNOW THE TIME WHICH THE FATHER HAS PUT IN HIS OWN POWER. BUT YOU SHALL RECEIVE THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST COMING UPON YOU, AND YOU SHALL BE WITNESSES UNTO ME BOTH IN JERUSALEM, AND IN ALL JUDÆA, AND IN SAMARIA, AND UNTO THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH." ACTS 1:1-8 BEHOLD YOU HAVE HERE THE LORD REMINDING HIS DISCIPLES OF THE PROMISE OF THE FATHER, WHICH THEY HAD HEARD FROM HIS MOUTH, OF THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. LET US NOW SEE WHEN HE WAS SENT; FOR SHORTLY AFTER WE READ AS FOLLOWS: "AND WHEN THE DAY OF PENTECOST WAS FULLY COME, THEY WERE ALL WITH ONE ACCORD IN ONE PLACE. AND SUDDENLY THERE CAME A SOUND FROM HEAVEN, AS OF A RUSHING MIGHTY WIND, AND IT FILLED ALL THE HOUSE WHERE THEY WERE SITTING. AND THERE APPEARED UNTO THEM CLOVEN TONGUES, LIKE AS OF FIRE, AND IT SAT UPON EACH OF THEM. AND THEY WERE ALL FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST, AND BEGAN TO SPEAK WITH OTHER TONGUES, AS THE SPIRIT GAVE THEM UTTERANCE. AND THERE WERE DWELLING AT JERUSALEM JEWS, DEVOUT MEN, OUT OF EVERY NATION UNDER HEAVEN. AND WHEN THE SOUND WAS HEARD, THE MULTITUDE CAME TOGETHER, AND WERE CONFOUNDED, BECAUSE EVERY MAN HEARD THEM SPEAK IN HIS OWN LANGUAGE. AND THEY WERE ALL AMAZED, AND MARVELED, SAYING ONE TO ANOTHER, ARE NOT ALL THESE WHICH SPEAK GALILÆANS? AND HOW HEARD WE EVERY MAN IN OUR OWN TONGUE, WHEREIN WE WERE BORN? PARTHIANS, AND MEDES, AND ELAMITES, AND THE DWELLERS IN MESOPOTAMIA, IN ARMENIA, AND IN CAPPADOCIA, IN PONTUS, ASIA, PHRYGIA, AND PAMPHYLIA, IN EGYPT, AND IN THE REGIONS OF AFRICA ABOUT CYRENE, AND STRANGERS OF ROME, JEWS, NATIVES, CRETES, AND ARABIANS, THEY HEARD THEM SPEAK IN THEIR OWN TONGUES THE WONDERFUL WORKS OF GOD. AND THEY WERE ALL AMAZED, AND WERE IN DOUBT ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED, SAYING, WHAT MEANS THIS? BUT OTHERS, MOCKING, SAID, THESE MEN ARE FULL OF NEW WINE." ACTS 2:1-13 YOU SEE WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME. WHAT MORE DO YOU WISH? IF THE SCRIPTURES ARE CREDIBLE, SHOULD NOT I BELIEVE MOST READILY IN THESE ACTS, WHICH HAVE THE STRONGEST TESTIMONY IN THEIR SUPPORT, AND WHICH HAVE HAD THE ADVANTAGE OF BECOMING GENERALLY KNOWN, AND OF BEING HANDED DOWN AND OF BEING PUBLICLY TAUGHT ALONG WITH THE GOSPEL ITSELF, WHICH CONTAINS THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHICH ALSO WE BELIEVE? ON READING, THEN, THESE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, WHICH STAND, AS REGARDS AUTHORITY, ON A LEVEL WITH THE GOSPEL, I FIND THAT NOT ONLY WAS THE HOLY SPIRIT PROMISED TO THESE TRUE APOSTLES, BUT THAT HE WAS ALSO SENT SO MANIFESTLY, THAT NO ROOM WAS LEFT FOR ERRORS ON THIS SUBJECT.
CHAPTER 10. THE HOLY SPIRIT TWICE GIVEN
11. FOR THE GLORIFICATION OF OUR LORD AMONG MEN IS HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD AND HIS ASCENSION TO HEAVEN. FOR IT IS WRITTEN IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN: "THE HOLY GHOST WAS NOT YET GIVEN, BECAUSE THAT JESUS WAS NOT YET GLORIFIED." JOHN 7:39 NOW IF THE REASON WHY HE WAS NOT GIVEN WAS THAT JESUS WAS NOT YET GLORIFIED, HE WAS GIVEN IMMEDIATELY ON THE GLORIFICATION OF JESUS. AND SINCE THAT GLORIFICATION WAS TWOFOLD, AS REGARDS MAN AND AS REGARDS GOD, TWICE ALSO WAS THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVEN: ONCE, WHEN, AFTER HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, HE BREATHED ON THE FACE OF HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING, "RECEIVE THE HOLY GHOST;" JOHN 20:22 AND AGAIN, TEN DAYS AFTER HIS ASCENSION TO HEAVEN. THIS NUMBER TEN SIGNIFIES PERFECTION; FOR TO THE NUMBER SEVEN WHICH EMBRACES ALL CREATED THINGS, IS ADDED THE TRINITY OF THE CREATOR. ON THESE THINGS THERE IS MUCH PIOUS AND SOBER DISCOURSE AMONG SPIRITUAL MEN. BUT I MUST KEEP TO MY POINT; FOR MY BUSINESS AT PRESENT IS NOT TO TEACH YOU, WHICH YOU MIGHT THINK PRESUMPTUOUS, BUT TO TAKE THE PART OF AN INQUIRER, AND LEARN FROM YOU, AS I TRIED TO DO FOR NINE YEARS WITHOUT SUCCESS. NOW, THEREFORE, I HAVE A DOCUMENT TO BELIEVE IN THE SUBJECT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT'S ADVENT; AND IF YOU BID ME NOT TO BELIEVE THIS DOCUMENT, AS YOUR USUAL ADVICE IS NOT TO BELIEVE IGNORANTLY, WITHOUT CONSIDERATION, MUCH LESS WILL I BELIEVE YOUR DOCUMENTS. AWAY, THEN, WITH ALL BOOKS, AND DISCLOSE THE TRUTH WITH LOGICAL CLEARNESS, SO AS TO LEAVE NO DOUBT IN MY MIND; OR BRING FORWARD BOOKS WHERE I SHALL FIND NOT AN IMPERIOUS DEMAND FOR MY BELIEF, BUT A TRUSTWORTHY STATEMENT OF WHAT I MAY LEARN. PERHAPS YOU SAY THIS EPISTLE IS ALSO OF THIS CHARACTER. LET ME, THEN, NO LONGER STOP AT THE THRESHOLD: LET US SEE THE CONTENTS.
CHAPTER 11. MANICHÆUS PROMISES TRUTH, BUT DOES NOT MAKE GOOD HIS WORD
12. "THESE," HE SAYS, "ARE WHOLESOME WORDS FROM THE PERENNIAL AND LIVING FOUNTAIN; AND WHOEVER SHALL HAVE HEARD THEM, AND SHALL HAVE FIRST BELIEVED THEM, AND THEN SHALL HAVE OBSERVED THE TRUTHS THEY SET FORTH, SHALL NEVER SUFFER DEATH, BUT SHALL ENJOY ETERNAL LIFE IN GLORY. FOR HE IS TO BE JUDGED TRULY BLESSED WHO HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED IN THIS DIVINE KNOWLEDGE, BY WHICH HE IS MADE FREE AND SHALL ABIDE IN EVERLASTING LIFE." AND THIS, AS YOU SEE, IS A PROMISE OF TRUTH, BUT NOT THE BESTOWAL OF IT. AND YOU YOURSELVES CAN EASILY SEE THAT ANY ERRORS WHATEVER MIGHT BE DRESSED UP IN THIS FASHION, SO AS UNDER COVER OF A SHOWY EXTERIOR TO STEAL IN UNAWARES INTO THE MINDS OF THE IGNORANT. WERE HE TO SAY, THESE ARE PESTIFEROUS WORDS FROM A POISONOUS FOUNTAIN; AND WHOEVER SHALL HAVE HEARD THEM, AND SHALL HAVE FIRST BELIEVED THEM, AND THEN HAVE OBSERVED WHAT THEY SET FORTH, SHALL NEVER BE RESTORED TO LIFE, BUT SHALL SUFFER A WOEFUL DEATH AS A CRIMINAL: FOR ASSUREDLY HE IS TO BE PRONOUNCED MISERABLE WHO FALLS INTO THIS INFERNAL ERROR, IN WHICH HE WILL SINK SO AS TO ABIDE IN EVERLASTING TORMENTS — WERE HE TO SAY THIS, HE WOULD SAY THE TRUTH; BUT INSTEAD OF GAINING ANY READERS FOR HIS BOOK, HE WOULD EXCITE THE GREATEST AVERSION IN THE MINDS OF ALL INTO WHOSE HANDS THE BOOK MIGHT COME. LET US THEN PASS ON TO WHAT FOLLOWS; NOR LET US BE DECEIVED BY WORDS WHICH MAY BE USED ALIKE BY GOOD AND BAD, BY LEARNED AND UNLEARNED. WHAT, THEN, COMES NEXT?
13. "MAY THE PEACE," HE SAYS, "OF THE INVISIBLE GOD, AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, BE WITH THE HOLY AND BELOVED BRETHREN WHO BOTH BELIEVE AND ALSO YIELD OBEDIENCE TO THE DIVINE PRECEPTS." AMEN, SAY WE. FOR THE PRAYER IS A MOST AMIABLE AND COMMENDABLE ONE. ONLY WE MUST BEAR IN MIND THAT THESE WORDS MIGHT BE USED BY FALSE TEACHERS AS WELL AS BY GOOD ONES. SO, IF HE SAID NOTHING MORE THAN THIS, ALL MIGHT SAFELY READ AND EMBRACE IT. NOR SHOULD I DISAPPROVE OF WHAT FOLLOWS: "MAY ALSO THE RIGHT HAND OF LIGHT PROTECT YOU, AND DELIVER YOU FROM EVERY HOSTILE ASSAULT, AND FROM THE SNARES OF THE WORLD." IN FACT, I HAVE NO FAULT TO FIND WITH THE BEGINNING OF THIS EPISTLE, TILL WE COME TO THE MAIN SUBJECT OF IT. FOR I WISH NOT TO SPEND TIME ON MINOR POINTS. NOW, THEN, FOR THIS WRITER'S PLAIN STATEMENT OF WHAT IS TO BE EXPECTED FROM HIM.
CHAPTER 12. THE WILD FANCIES OF MANICHÆUS. THE BATTLE BEFORE THE CONSTITUTION OF THE WORLD
14. "OF THAT MATTER," HE SAYS, "BELOVED BROTHER OF PATTICUS, OF WHICH YOU TOLD ME, SAYING THAT YOU DESIRED TO KNOW THE MANNER OF THE BIRTH OF ADAM AND EVE, WHETHER THEY WERE PRODUCED BY A WORD OR SPRUNG FROM MATTER, I WILL ANSWER YOU AS IS FIT. FOR IN VARIOUS WRITINGS AND NARRATIVES WE FIND DIFFERENT ASSERTIONS MADE AND DIFFERENT DESCRIPTIONS GIVEN BY MANY AUTHORS. NOW THE REAL TRUTH ON THE SUBJECT IS UNKNOWN TO ALL PEOPLES, EVEN TO THOSE WHO HAVE LONG AND FREQUENTLY TREATED OF IT. FOR HAD THEY ARRIVED AT A CLEAR KNOWLEDGE OF THE GENERATION OF ADAM AND EVE, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE REMAINED LIABLE TO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION AND [SEXUAL] DEATH." HERE, THEN, IS A PROMISE TO US OF CLEAR KNOWLEDGE OF THIS MATTER, SO THAT WE SHALL NOT BE LIABLE TO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION AND [SEXUAL] DEATH. AND IF THIS DOES NOT SUFFICE, SEE WHAT FOLLOWS: "NECESSARILY," HE SAYS, "MANY THINGS HAVE TO BE SAID BY WAY OF PREFACE, BEFORE A DISCOVERY OF THIS MYSTERY FREE FROM ALL UNCERTAINTY CAN BE MADE." THIS IS PRECISELY WHAT I ASKED FOR, TO HAVE SUCH EVIDENCE OF THE TRUTH AS TO FREE MY KNOWLEDGE OF IT FROM ALL UNCERTAINTY. AND EVEN WERE THE PROMISE NOT MADE BY THIS WRITER HIMSELF, IT WAS PROPER FOR ME TO DEMAND AND TO INSIST UPON THIS, SO THAT NO OPPOSITION SHOULD MAKE ME ASHAMED OF BECOMING A MANICHÆAN FROM A CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN, IN VIEW OF SUCH A GAIN AS THAT OF PERFECTLY CLEAR AND CERTAIN TRUTH. NOW, THEN, LET US HEAR WHAT HE HAS TO STATE.
15. "ACCORDINGLY," HE SAYS, "HEAR FIRST, IF YOU PLEASE, WHAT HAPPENED BEFORE THE CONSTITUTION OF THE WORLD, AND HOW THE BATTLE WAS CARRIED ON, THAT YOU MAY BE ABLE TO DISTINGUISH THE NATURE OF LIGHT FROM THAT OF DARKNESS." SUCH ARE THE UTTERLY FALSE AND INCREDIBLE STATEMENTS WHICH THIS WRITER MAKES. WHO CAN BELIEVE THAT ANY BATTLE WAS FOUGHT BEFORE THE CONSTITUTION OF THE WORLD? AND EVEN SUPPOSING IT CREDIBLE, WE WISH NOW TO GET SOMETHING TO KNOW, NOT TO BELIEVE. FOR TO SAY THAT THE PERSIANS AND SCYTHIANS LONG AGO FOUGHT WITH ONE ANOTHER IS A CREDIBLE STATEMENT; BUT WHILE WE BELIEVE IT WHEN WE READ OR HEAR IT, WE CANNOT KNOW IT AS A FACT OF EXPERIENCE OR AS A TRUTH OF THE UNDERSTANDING. SO, THEN, AS I WOULD REPUDIATE ANY SUCH STATEMENT ON THE GROUND THAT I HAVE BEEN PROMISED SOMETHING, NOT THAT I MUST BELIEVE IN AUTHORITY, BUT THAT I SHALL UNDERSTAND WITHOUT ANY AMBIGUITY; STILL LESS WILL I RECEIVE STATEMENTS WHICH ARE NOT ONLY UNCERTAIN, BUT INCREDIBLE. BUT WHAT IF HE, HAVE SOME EVIDENCE TO MAKE THESE THINGS CLEAR AND INTELLIGIBLE? LET US HEAR, THEN, IF WE CAN, WHAT FOLLOWS WITH ALL POSSIBLE PATIENCE AND FORBEARANCE.
CHAPTER 13. TWO OPPOSITE SUBSTANCES. THE KINGDOM OF LIGHT. MANICHÆUS TEACHES UNCERTAINTIES INSTEAD OF CERTAINTIES

16. "IN THE BEGINNING, THEN," HE SAYS, "THESE TWO SUBSTANCES WERE DIVIDED. THE EMPIRE OF LIGHT WAS HELD BY GOD THE FATHER, WHO IS PERPETUAL IN HOLY ORIGIN, MAGNIFICENT IN VIRTUE, TRUE IN HIS VERY NATURE, EVER REJOICING IN HIS OWN ETERNITY, POSSESSING IN HIMSELF WISDOM AND THE VITAL SENSES, BY WHICH HE ALSO INCLUDES THE TWELVE MEMBERS OF HIS LIGHT, WHICH ARE THE PLENTIFUL RESOURCES OF HIS KINGDOM. ALSO, IN EACH OF HIS MEMBERS ARE STORED THOUSANDS OF UNTOLD AND PRICELESS TREASURES. BUT THE FATHER HIMSELF, CHIEF IN PRAISE, INCOMPREHENSIBLE IN GREATNESS, HAS UNITED TO HIMSELF HAPPY AND GLORIOUS WORLDS, INCALCULABLE IN NUMBER AND DURATION, ALONG WITH WHICH THIS HOLY AND ILLUSTRIOUS FATHER AND PROGENITOR RESIDES, NO POVERTY OR INFIRMITY BEING ADMITTED IN HIS MAGNIFICENT REALMS. AND THESE MATCHLESS REALMS ARE SO FOUNDED ON THE REGION OF LIGHT AND BLISS, THAT NO ONE CAN EVER MOVE OR DISTURB THEM."
17. WHERE IS THE PROOF OF ALL THIS? AND WHERE DID MANICHÆUS LEARN IT? DO NOT FRIGHTEN ME WITH THE NAME OF THE PARACLETE. FOR, IN THE FIRST PLACE, I HAVE COME NOT TO PUT FAITH IN UNKNOWN THINGS, BUT TO GET THE KNOWLEDGE OF UNDOUBTED TRUTHS, ACCORDING TO THE CAUTION ENJOINED ON ME BY YOURSELVES. FOR YOU KNOW HOW BITTERLY YOU TAUNT THOSE WHO BELIEVE WITHOUT CONSIDERATION. AND WHAT IS MORE, THIS WRITER, WHO HERE BEGINS TO TELL OF VERY DOUBTFUL THINGS, HIMSELF PROMISED A LITTLE BEFORE TO GIVE COMPLETE AND WELL-GROUNDED KNOWLEDGE.
CHAPTER 14. MANICHÆUS PROMISES THE KNOWLEDGE OF UNDOUBTED THINGS, AND THEN DEMANDS FAITH IN DOUBTFUL THINGS
IN THE NEXT PLACE, IF FAITH IS WHAT IS REQUIRED OF ME, I SHOULD PREFER TO KEEP TO THE SCRIPTURE, WHICH TELLS ME THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME AND INSPIRED THE APOSTLES, TO WHOM THE LORD HAD PROMISED TO SEND HIM. YOU MUST THEREFORE PROVE, EITHER THAT WHAT MANICHÆUS SAYS IS TRUE, AND SO MAKE CLEAR TO ME WHAT I AM UNABLE TO BELIEVE; OR THAT MANICHÆUS IS THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND SO LEAD ME TO BELIEVE IN WHAT YOU CANNOT MAKE CLEAR. FOR I PROFESS THE CATHOLIC FAITH, AND BY IT I EXPECT TO ATTAIN CERTAIN KNOWLEDGE. SINCE, THEN, YOU TRY TO OVERTHROW MY FAITH, YOU MUST SUPPLY ME WITH CERTAIN KNOWLEDGE, IF YOU CAN, THAT YOU MAY CONVICT ME OF HAVING ADOPTED MY PRESENT BELIEF WITHOUT CONSIDERATION. YOU MAKE TWO DISTINCT PROPOSITIONS — ONE WHEN YOU SAY THAT THE SPEAKER IS THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND ANOTHER WHEN YOU SAY THAT WHAT THE SPEAKER TEACHES IS EVIDENTLY TRUE. I MIGHT FAIRLY ASK UNDENIABLE PROOF FOR BOTH PROPOSITIONS. BUT I AM NOT GREEDY AND REQUIRE TO BE CONVINCED ONLY OF ONE. PROVE THIS PERSON TO BE THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND I WILL BELIEVE WHAT HE SAYS TO BE TRUE, EVEN WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING IT; OR PROVE THAT WHAT HE SAYS IS TRUE, AND I WILL BELIEVE HIM TO BE THE HOLY SPIRIT, EVEN WITHOUT EVIDENCE. COULD ANYTHING BE FAIRER OR KINDER THAN THIS? BUT YOU CANNOT PROVE EITHER ONE OR OTHER OF THESE PROPOSITIONS. YOU CAN FIND NOTHING BETTER THAN TO PRAISE YOUR OWN FAITH AND RIDICULE MINE. SO, AFTER HAVING IN MY TURN PRAISED MY BELIEF AND RIDICULED YOURS, WHAT RESULT DO YOU THINK WE SHALL ARRIVE AT AS REGARDS OUR JUDGMENT AND OUR CONDUCT, BUT TO PART COMPANY WITH THOSE WHO PROMISE THE KNOWLEDGE OF INDUBITABLE THINGS, AND THEN DEMAND FROM US FAITH IN DOUBTFUL THINGS? WHILE WE SHALL FOLLOW THOSE, WHO INVITE US TO BEGIN WITH BELIEVING WHAT WE CANNOT YET FULLY PERCEIVE, THAT, STRENGTHENED BY THIS VERY FAITH, WE MAY COME INTO A POSITION TO KNOW WHAT WE BELIEVE BY THE INWARD ILLUMINATION AND CONFIRMATION OF OUR MINDS, DUE NO LONGER TO MEN, BUT TO GOD HIMSELF.
18. AND AS I HAVE ASKED THIS WRITER TO PROVE THESE THINGS TO ME, I ASK HIM NOW WHERE HE LEARNED THEM HIMSELF. IF HE REPLIES THAT THEY WERE REVEALED TO HIM BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND THAT HIS MIND WAS DIVINELY ENLIGHTENED THAT HE MIGHT KNOW THEM TO BE CERTAIN AND EVIDENT, HE HIMSELF POINTS TO THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN KNOWING AND BELIEVING. THE KNOWLEDGE IS HIS TO WHOM THESE THINGS ARE FULLY MADE KNOWN AS PROVED; BUT IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO ONLY HEAR HIS ACCOUNT OF THESE THINGS, THERE IS NO KNOWLEDGE IMPARTED, BUT ONLY A BELIEVING ACQUIESCENCE REQUIRED. WHOEVER THOUGHTLESSLY YIELDS THIS BECOMES A MANICHÆAN, NOT BY KNOWING UNDOUBTED TRUTH, BUT BY BELIEVING DOUBTFUL STATEMENTS. SUCH WERE WE WHEN IN OUR INEXPERIENCED YOUTH WE WERE DECEIVED. INSTEAD, THEREFORE, OF PROMISING KNOWLEDGE, OR CLEAR EVIDENCE, OR THE SETTLEMENT OF THE QUESTION FREE FROM ALL UNCERTAINTY, MANICHÆUS OUGHT TO HAVE SAID THAT THESE THINGS WERE CLEARLY PROVED TO HIM, BUT THAT THOSE WHO HEAR HIS ACCOUNT OF THEM MUST BELIEVE HIM WITHOUT EVIDENCE. BUT WERE, HE TO SAY THIS, WHO WOULD NOT REPLY TO HIM, IF I MUST BELIEVE WITHOUT KNOWING, WHY SHOULD I NOT PREFER TO BELIEVE THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE A WIDESPREAD NOTORIETY FROM THE CONSENT OF LEARNED AND UNLEARNED, AND WHICH AMONG ALL NATIONS ARE ESTABLISHED BY THE WEIGHTIEST AUTHORITY? FROM FEAR OF HAVING THIS SAID TO HIM, MANICHÆUS BEWILDERS THE INEXPERIENCED BY FIRST PROMISING THE KNOWLEDGE OF CERTAIN TRUTHS, AND THEN DEMANDING FAITH IN DOUBTFUL THINGS. AND THEN, IF HE IS ASKED TO MAKE IT PLAIN THAT THESE THINGS HAVE BEEN PROVED TO HIMSELF, HE FAILS AGAIN, AND BIDS US BELIEVE THIS TOO. WHO CAN TOLERATE SUCH IMPOSTURE AND ARROGANCE?
CHAPTER 15. THE DOCTRINE OF MANICHÆUS NOT ONLY UNCERTAIN, BUT FALSE. HIS ABSURD FANCY OF A LAND AND RACE OF DARKNESS BORDERING ON THE HOLY REGION AND THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD. THE ERROR, FIRST OF ALL, OF GIVING TO THE NATURE OF GOD LIMITS AND BORDERS, AS IF GOD WERE A MATERIAL SUBSTANCE, HAVING EXTENSION IN SPACE
19. WHAT IF I SHALL HAVE SHOWN, WITH THE HELP OF GOD AND OF OUR LORD, THAT THIS WRITER'S STATEMENTS ARE FALSE AS WELL AS UNCERTAIN? WHAT MORE UNFORTUNATE THING CAN BE FOUND THAN THAT SUPERSTITION WHICH NOT ONLY FAILS TO IMPART THE KNOWLEDGE AND THE TRUTH WHICH IT PROMISES, BUT ALSO TEACHES WHAT IS DIRECTLY OPPOSED TO KNOWLEDGE AND TRUTH? THIS WILL APPEAR MORE CLEARLY FROM WHAT FOLLOWS: "IN ONE DIRECTION ON THE BORDER OF THIS BRIGHT AND HOLY LAND THERE WAS A LAND OF DARKNESS DEEP AND VAST IN EXTENT, WHERE ABODE FIERY BODIES, DESTRUCTIVE RACES. HERE WAS BOUNDLESS DARKNESS, FLOWING FROM THE SAME SOURCE IN IMMEASURABLE ABUNDANCE, WITH THE PRODUCTIONS PROPERLY BELONGING TO IT. BEYOND THIS WERE MUDDY TURBID WATERS WITH THEIR INHABITANTS; AND INSIDE OF THEM WINDS TERRIBLE AND VIOLENT WITH THEIR PRINCE AND THEIR PROGENITORS. THEN AGAIN, A FIERY REGION OF DESTRUCTION, WITH ITS CHIEFS AND PEOPLES. AND SIMILARLY, INSIDE OF THIS A RACE FULL OF SMOKE AND GLOOM, WHERE ABODE THE DREADFUL PRINCE AND CHIEF OF ALL, HAVING AROUND HIM INNUMERABLE PRINCES, HIMSELF THE MIND AND SOURCE OF THEM ALL. SUCH ARE THE FIVE NATURES OF THE PESTIFEROUS LAND."
20. TO SPEAK OF GOD AS AN AERIAL OR EVEN AS AN ETHEREAL BODY IS ABSURD IN THE VIEW OF ALL WHO, WITH A CLEAR MIND, POSSESSING SOME MEASURE OF DISCERNMENT, CAN PERCEIVE THE NATURE OF WISDOM AND TRUTH AS NOT EXTENDED OR SCATTERED IN SPACE, BUT AS GREAT, AND IMPARTING GREATNESS WITHOUT MATERIAL SIZE, NOR CONFINED MORE OR LESS IN ANY DIRECTION, BUT THROUGHOUT CO-EXTENSIVE WITH THE FATHER OF ALL, NOR HAVING ONE THING HERE AND ANOTHER THERE, BUT EVERYWHERE PERFECT, EVERYWHERE PRESENT.
CHAPTER 16. THE SOUL, THOUGH MUTABLE, HAS NO MATERIAL FORM. IT IS ALL PRESENT IN EVERY PART OF THE BODY
BUT WHY SPEAK OF TRUTH AND WISDOM WHICH SURPASS ALL THE POWERS OF THE SOUL, WHEN THE NATURE OF THE SOUL ITSELF, WHICH IS KNOWN TO BE MUTABLE, STILL HAS NO KIND OF MATERIAL EXTENSION IN SPACE? FOR WHATEVER CONSISTS OF ANY KIND OF GROSS MATTER MUST NECESSARILY BE DIVISIBLE INTO PARTS, HAVING ONE IN ONE PLACE, AND ANOTHER IN ANOTHER. THUS, THE FINGER IS LESS THAN THE WHOLE HAND, AND ONE FINGER IS LESS THAN TWO; AND THERE IS ONE PLACE FOR THIS FINGER, AND ANOTHER FOR THAT, AND ANOTHER FOR THE REST OF THE HAND. AND THIS APPLIES NOT TO ORGANIZED BODIES ONLY, BUT ALSO TO THE EARTH, EACH PART OF WHICH HAS ITS OWN PLACE, SO THAT ONE CANNOT BE WHERE THE OTHER IS. SO, IN MOISTURE, THE SMALLER QUANTITY OCCUPIES A SMALLER SPACE, AND THE LARGER QUANTITY A LARGER SPACE; AND ONE PART IS AT THE BOTTOM OF THE CUP, AND ANOTHER PART NEAR THE MOUTH. SO, IN AIR, EACH PART HAS ITS OWN PLACE; AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE AIR IN THIS HOUSE TO HAVE ALONG WITH ITSELF, IN THE SAME HOUSE AT THE SAME MOMENT, THE AIR THAT THE NEIGHBORS HAVE. AND EVEN AS REGARDS LIGHT ITSELF, ONE-PART POURS THROUGH ONE WINDOW, AND ANOTHER THROUGH ANOTHER; AND A GREATER THROUGH THE LARGER, AND A SMALLER THROUGH THE SMALLER. NOR, IN FACT, CAN THERE BE ANY BODILY SUBSTANCE, WHETHER CELESTIAL OR TERRESTRIAL, WHETHER AERIAL OR MOIST, WHICH IS NOT LESS IN PART THAN IN WHOLE, OR WHICH CAN POSSIBLY HAVE ONE PART IN THE PLACE OF ANOTHER AT THE SAME TIME; BUT, HAVING ONE THING IN ONE PLACE AND ANOTHER IN ANOTHER, ITS EXTENSION IN SPACE IS A SUBSTANCE WHICH HAS DISTINCT LIMITS AND PARTS, OR, SO TO SPEAK, SECTIONS. THE NATURE OF THE SOUL, ON THE OTHER HAND, THOUGH WE LEAVE OUT OF ACCOUNT ITS POWER OF PERCEIVING TRUTH, AND CONSIDER ONLY ITS INFERIOR POWER OF GIVING UNITY TO THE BODY, AND OF SENSATION IN THE BODY, DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE ANY MATERIAL EXTENSION IN SPACE. FOR IT IS ALL PRESENT IN EACH SEPARATE PART OF ITS BODY WHEN IT IS ALL PRESENT IN ANY SENSATION. THERE IS NOT A SMALLER PART IN THE FINGER, AND A LARGER IN THE ARM, AS THE BULK OF THE FINGER IS LESS THAN THAT OF THE ARM; BUT THE QUANTITY EVERYWHERE IS THE SAME, FOR THE WHOLE IS PRESENT EVERYWHERE. FOR WHEN THE FINGER IS TOUCHED, THE WHOLE MIND FEELS, THOUGH THE SENSATION IS NOT THROUGH THE WHOLE BODY. NO PART OF THE MIND IS UNCONSCIOUS OF THE TOUCH, WHICH PROVES THE PRESENCE OF THE WHOLE. AND YET IT IS NOT SO PRESENT IN THE FINGER OR IN THE SENSATION AS TO ABANDON THE REST OF THE BODY, OR TO GATHER ITSELF UP INTO THE ONE PLACE WHERE THE SENSATION OCCURS. FOR WHEN IT IS ALL PRESENT IN THE SENSATION IN A FINGER, IF ANOTHER PART, SAY THE FOOT, BE TOUCHED, IT DOES NOT FAIL TO BE ALL PRESENT IN THIS SENSATION TOO: SO THAT AT THE SAME MOMENT IT IS ALL PRESENT IN DIFFERENT PLACES, WITHOUT LEAVING ONE IN ORDER TO BE IN THE OTHER, AND WITHOUT HAVING ONE PART IN ONE, AND ANOTHER IN THE OTHER; BUT BY THIS POWER SHOWING ITSELF TO BE ALL PRESENT AT THE SAME MOMENT IN SEPARATE PLACES. SINCE IT IS ALL PRESENT IN THE SENSATIONS OF THESE PLACES, IT PROVES THAT IT IS NOT BOUND BY THE CONDITIONS OF SPACE.
CHAPTER 17. THE MEMORY CONTAINS THE IDEAS OF PLACES OF THE GREATEST SIZE
AGAIN, IF WE CONSIDER THE MIND'S POWER OF REMEMBERING NOT THE OBJECTS OF THE INTELLECT, BUT MATERIAL OBJECTS, SUCH AS WE SEE BRUTES ALSO REMEMBERING (FOR CATTLE FIND THEIR WAY WITHOUT MISTAKE IN FAMILIAR PLACES, AND ANIMALS RETURN TO THEIR CRIBS, AND DOGS RECOGNIZE THE PERSONS OF THEIR MASTERS, AND WHEN ASLEEP THEY OFTEN GROWL, OR BREAK OUT INTO A BARK, WHICH COULD NOT BE UNLESS THEIR MIND RETAINED THE IMAGES OF THINGS BEFORE SEEN OR PERCEIVED BY SOME BODILY SENSE), WHO CAN CONCEIVE RIGHTLY WHERE THESE IMAGES ARE CONTAINED, WHERE THEY ARE KEPT, OR WHERE THEY ARE FORMED? IF, INDEED, THESE IMAGES WERE NO LARGER THAN THE SIZE OF OUR BODY, IT MIGHT BE SAID THAT THE MIND SHAPES AND RETAINS THEM IN THE BODILY SPACE WHICH CONTAINS ITSELF. BUT WHILE THE BODY OCCUPIES A SMALL MATERIAL SPACE, THE MIND REVOLVES IMAGES OF VAST EXTENT, OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, WITH NO WANT OF ROOM, THOUGH THEY COME AND GO IN CROWDS; SO THAT CLEARLY, THE MIND IS NOT DIFFUSED THROUGH SPACE: FOR INSTEAD OF BEING CONTAINED IN IMAGES OF THE LARGEST SPACES, IT RATHER CONTAINS THEM; NOT, HOWEVER, IN ANY MATERIAL RECEPTACLE, BUT BY A MYSTERIOUS FACULTY OR POWER, BY WHICH IT CAN INCREASE OR DIMINISH THEM, CAN CONTRACT THEM WITHIN NARROW LIMITS, OR EXPAND THEM INDEFINITELY, CAN ARRANGE OR DISARRANGE THEM AT PLEASURE, CAN MULTIPLY THEM OR REDUCE THEM TO A FEW OR TO ONE.
CHAPTER 18. THE UNDERSTANDING JUDGES OF THE TRUTH OF THINGS, AND OF ITS OWN ACTION
WHAT, THEN, MUST BE SAID OF THE POWER OF PERCEIVING TRUTH, AND OF MAKING A VIGOROUS RESISTANCE AGAINST THESE VERY IMAGES WHICH TAKE THEIR SHAPE FROM IMPRESSIONS ON THE BODILY SENSES, WHEN THEY ARE OPPOSED TO THE TRUTH? THIS POWER DISCERNS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN, TO TAKE A PARTICULAR EXAMPLE, THE TRUE CARTHAGE AND ITS OWN IMAGINARY ONE, WHICH IT CHANGES AS IT PLEASES WITH PERFECT EASE. IT SHOWS THAT THE COUNTLESS WORLDS OF EPICURUS, IN WHICH HIS FANCY ROAMED WITHOUT RESTRAINT, ARE DUE TO THE SAME POWER OF IMAGINATION, AND, NOT TO MULTIPLY EXAMPLES, THAT WE GET FROM THE SAME SOURCE THAT LAND OF LIGHT, WITH ITS BOUNDLESS EXTENT, AND THE FIVE DENS OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS, WITH THEIR INMATES, IN WHICH THE FANCIES OF MANICHÆUS HAVE DARED TO USURP FOR THEMSELVES THE NAME OF TRUTH. WHAT THEN IS THIS POWER WHICH DISCERNS THESE THINGS? CLEARLY, WHATEVER ITS EXTENT MAY BE, IT IS GREATER THAN ALL THESE THINGS, AND IS CONCEIVED OF WITHOUT ANY SUCH MATERIAL IMAGES. FIND, IF YOU CAN, SPACE FOR THIS POWER; GIVE IT A MATERIAL EXTENSION; PROVIDE IT WITH A BODY OF HUGE SIZE. ASSUREDLY IF YOU THINK WELL, YOU CANNOT. FOR OF EVERYTHING OF THIS CORPOREAL NATURE YOUR MIND FORMS AN OPINION AS TO ITS DIVISIBILITY, AND YOU MAKE OF SUCH THINGS ONE PART GREATER AND ANOTHER LESS, AS MUCH AS YOU LIKE; WHILE THAT BY WHICH YOU FORM A JUDGMENT OF THESE THINGS YOU PERCEIVE TO BE ABOVE THEM, NOT IN LOCAL LOFTINESS OF PLACE, BUT IN DIGNITY OF POWER.
CHAPTER 19. IF THE MIND HAS NO MATERIAL EXTENSION, MUCH LESS HAS GOD
21. SO THEN, IF THE MIND, SO LIABLE TO CHANGE, WHETHER FROM A MULTITUDE OF DISSIMILAR DESIRES, OR FROM FEELINGS VARYING ACCORDING TO THE ABUNDANCE OR THE WANT OF DESIRABLE THINGS, OR FROM THESE ENDLESS SPORTS OF THE FANCY, OR FROM FORGETFULNESS AND REMEMBRANCE, OR FROM LEARNING AND IGNORANCE; IF THE MIND, I SAY, EXPOSED TO FREQUENT CHANGE FROM THESE AND THE LIKE CAUSES, IS PERCEIVED TO BE WITHOUT ANY LOCAL OR MATERIAL EXTENSION, AND TO HAVE A VIGOR OF ACTION WHICH SURMOUNTS THESE MATERIAL CONDITIONS, WHAT MUST WE THINK OR CONCLUDE OF GOD HIMSELF, WHO REMAINS SUPERIOR TO ALL INTELLIGENT BEINGS IN HIS FREEDOM FROM PERTURBATION AND FROM CHANGE, GIVING TO EVERY ONE WHAT IS DUE? HIM THE MIND DARES TO EXPRESS MORE EASILY THAN TO SEE; AND THE CLEARER THE SIGHT, THE LESS IS THE POWER OF EXPRESSION. AND YET THIS GOD, IF, AS THE MANICHÆAN FABLES ARE CONSTANTLY ASSERTING, HE WERE LIMITED IN EXTENSION IN ONE DIRECTION AND UNLIMITED IN OTHERS, COULD BE MEASURED BY SO MANY SUBDIVISIONS OR FRACTIONS OF GREATER OR LESS SIZE, AS EVERY ONE MIGHT FANCY; SO THAT, FOR EXAMPLE, A DIVISION OF THE EXTENT OF TWO FEET WOULD BE LESS BY EIGHT PARTS THAN ONE OF TEN FEET. FOR THIS IS THE PROPERTY OF ALL NATURES WHICH HAVE EXTENSION IN SPACE, AND THEREFORE CANNOT BE ALL IN ONE PLACE. BUT EVEN WITH THE MIND THIS IS NOT THE CASE; AND THIS DEGRADING AND PERVERTED IDEA OF THE MIND IS FOUND AMONG PEOPLE WHO ARE UNFIT FOR SUCH INVESTIGATIONS.
CHAPTER 20. REFUTATION OF THE ABSURD IDEA OF TWO TERRITORIES
22. BUT PERHAPS, INSTEAD OF THUS ADDRESSING CARNAL MINDS, WE SHOULD RATHER DESCEND TO THE VIEWS OF THOSE WHO EITHER DARE NOT OR ARE AS YET UNFIT TO TURN FROM THE CONSIDERATION OF MATERIAL THINGS TO THE STUDY OF AN IMMATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL NATURE, AND WHO THUS ARE UNABLE TO REFLECT UPON THEIR OWN POWER OF REFLECTION, SO AS TO SEE HOW IT FORMS A JUDGMENT OF MATERIAL EXTENSION WITHOUT ITSELF POSSESSING IT. LET US DESCEND THEN TO THESE MATERIAL IDEAS, AND LET US ASK IN WHAT DIRECTION, AND ON WHAT BORDER OF THE SHINING AND SACRED TERRITORY, TO USE THE EXPRESSIONS OF MANICHÆUS, WAS THE REGION OF DARKNESS? FOR HE SPEAKS OF ONE DIRECTION AND BORDER, WITHOUT SAYING WHICH, WHETHER THE RIGHT OR THE LEFT. IN ANY CASE, IT IS CLEAR THAT TO SPEAK OF ONE SIDE IMPLIES THAT THERE IS ANOTHER. BUT WHERE THERE ARE THREE OR MORE SIDES, EITHER THE FIGURE IS BOUNDED IN ALL DIRECTIONS, OR IF IT EXTENDS INFINITELY IN ONE DIRECTION, STILL IT MUST BE LIMITED IN THE DIRECTIONS WHERE IT HAS SIDES. IF, THEN, ON ONE SIDE OF THE REGION OF LIGHT THERE WAS THE RACE OF DARKNESS, WHAT BOUNDED IT ON THE OTHER SIDE OR SIDES? THE MANICHÆANS SAY NOTHING IN REPLY TO THIS; BUT WHEN PRESSED, THEY SAY THAT ON THE OTHER SIDES THE REGION OF LIGHT, AS THEY CALL IT, IS INFINITE, THAT IS, EXTENDS THROUGHOUT BOUNDLESS SPACE. THEY DO NOT SEE, WHAT IS PLAIN TO THE DULLEST UNDERSTANDING, THAT IN THAT CASE THERE COULD BE NO SIDES? FOR THE SIDES ARE WHERE IT IS BOUNDED. WHAT, THEN, HE SAYS, THOUGH THERE ARE NO SIDES? BUT WHAT YOU SAID OF ONE DIRECTION OR SIDE, IMPLIED OF NECESSITY THE EXISTENCE OF ANOTHER DIRECTION AND SIDE, OR OTHER DIRECTIONS AND SIDES. FOR IF THERE WAS ONLY ONE SIDE, YOU SHOULD HAVE SAID, ON THE SIDE, NOT ON ONE SIDE; AS IN REFERENCE TO OUR BODY WE SAY PROPERLY, BY, ONE EYE, BECAUSE THERE IS ANOTHER; OR ON ONE BREAST, BECAUSE THERE IS ANOTHER. BUT IF WE SPOKE OF A THING AS BEING ON ONE NOSE, OR ONE NAVEL, WE SHOULD BE RIDICULED BY LEARNED AND UNLEARNED, SINCE THERE IS ONLY ONE. BUT I DO NOT INSIST ON WORDS, FOR YOU MAY HAVE USED ONE IN THE SENSE OF THE ONLY ONE.
CHAPTER 21. THIS REGION OF LIGHT MUST BE MATERIAL IF IT IS JOINED TO THE REGION OF DARKNESS. THE SHAPE OF THE REGION OF DARKNESS JOINED TO THE REGION OF LIGHT
WHAT, THEN, BORDERED ON THE SIDE OF THE REGION WHICH YOU CALL SHINING AND SACRED? THE REGION, YOU REPLY, OF DARKNESS. DO YOU THEN ALLOW THIS LATTER REGION TO HAVE BEEN MATERIAL? OF COURSE, YOU MUST, SINCE YOU ASSERT THAT ALL BODIES DERIVE THEIR ORIGIN FROM IT. HOW THEN IS IT THAT, DULL AND CARNAL AS YOU ARE, YOU DO NOT SEE THAT UNLESS BOTH REGIONS WERE MATERIAL, THEY COULD NOT HAVE THEIR SIDES JOINED TO ONE ANOTHER? HOW COULD YOU EVER BE SO BLINDED IN MIND AS TO SAY THAT ONLY THE REGION OF DARKNESS WAS MATERIAL, AND THAT THE SO-CALLED REGION OF LIGHT WAS IMMATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL? MY GOOD FRIENDS, LET US OPEN OUR EYES FOR ONCE, AND SEE, NOW THAT WE ARE TOLD OF IT, WHAT IS MOST OBVIOUS, THAT TWO REGIONS CANNOT BE JOINED AT THEIR SIDES UNLESS BOTH ARE MATERIAL.

23. OR IF WE ARE TOO DULL AND STUPID TO SEE THIS, LET US HEAR WHETHER THE REGION OF DARKNESS TOO HAS ONE SIDE, AND IS BOUNDLESS IN THE OTHER DIRECTIONS, LIKE THE REGION OF LIGHT. THEY DO NOT HOLD THIS FROM FEAR OF MAKING IT SEEM EQUAL TO GOD. ACCORDINGLY, THEY MAKE IT BOUNDLESS IN DEPTH AND IN LENGTH; BUT UPWARDS, ABOVE IT, THEY MAINTAIN THAT THERE IS AN INFINITY OF EMPTY SPACE. AND LEST THIS REGION SHOULD APPEAR TO BE A FRACTION EQUAL IN AMOUNT TO HALF OF THAT REPRESENTING THE REGION OF LIGHT, THEY NARROW IT ALSO ON TWO SIDES. AS IF, TO GIVE THE SIMPLEST ILLUSTRATION, A PIECE OF BREAD, WERE MADE INTO FOUR SQUARES, THREE WHITE AND ONE BLACK; THEN SUPPOSE THE THREE WHITE PIECES JOINED AS ONE, AND CONCEIVE THEM AS INFINITE UPWARDS AND DOWNWARDS, AND BACKWARDS IN ALL DIRECTIONS: THIS REPRESENTS THE MANICHÆAN REGION OF LIGHT. THEN CONCEIVE THE BLACK SQUARE INFINITE DOWNWARDS AND BACKWARDS, BUT WITH INFINITE EMPTINESS ABOVE IT: THIS IS THEIR REGION OF DARKNESS. BUT THESE ARE SECRETS WHICH THEY DISCLOSE TO VERY EAGER AND ANXIOUS INQUIRERS.
CHAPTER 22. THE FORM OF THE REGION OF LIGHT THE WORSE OF THE TWO
WELL, THEN, IF THIS IS SO, THE REGION OF DARKNESS IS CLEARLY TOUCHED ON TWO SIDES BY THE REGION OF LIGHT. AND IF IT IS TOUCHED ON TWO SIDES, IT MUST TOUCH ON TWO. SO MUCH FOR ITS BEING ON ONE SIDE, AS WE WERE TOLD BEFORE.
24. AND WHAT AN UNSEEMLY APPEARANCE IS THIS OF THE REGION OF LIGHT! LIKE A CLOVEN ARCH, WITH A BLACK WEDGE INSERTED BELOW, BOUNDED ONLY IN THE DIRECTION OF THE CLEFT, AND HAVING A VOID SPACE INTERPOSED WHERE THE BOUNDLESS EMPTINESS STRETCHES ABOVE THE REGION OF DARKNESS. INDEED, THE FORM OF THE REGION OF DARKNESS IS BETTER THAN THAT OF THE REGION OF LIGHT: FOR THE FORMER CLEAVES, THE LATTER IS CLOVEN; THE FORMER FILLS THE GAP WHICH IS MADE IN THE LATTER; THE FORMER HAS NO VOID IN IT, WHILE THE LATTER IS UNDEFINED IN ALL DIRECTIONS, EXCEPT THAT WHERE IT IS FILLED UP BY THE WEDGE OF DARKNESS. IN AN IGNORANT AND GREEDY NOTION OF GIVING MORE HONOR TO A NUMBER OF PANS THAN TO A SINGLE ONE, SO THAT THE REGION OF LIGHT SHOULD HAVE SIX, THREE UPWARDS AND THREE DOWNWARDS, THEY HAVE MADE THIS REGION BE SPLIT UP, INSTEAD OF SUNDERING THE OTHER. FOR, ACCORDING TO THIS FIGURE, THOUGH THERE MAY BE NO COMMIXTURE OF DARKNESS WITH LIGHT, THERE IS CERTAINLY PENETRATION.
CHAPTER 23. THE ANTHROPOMORPHITES NOT SO BAD AS THE MANICHÆANS
25. COMPARE, NOW, NOT SPIRITUAL MEN OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH, WHOSE MIND, AS FAR AS IS POSSIBLE IN THIS LIFE, PERCEIVES THAT THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE AND NATURE HAS NO MATERIAL EXTENSION, AND HAS NO SHAPE BOUNDED BY LINES, BUT THE CARNAL AND WEAK OF OUR FAITH, WHO, WHEN THEY HEAR THE MEMBERS OF THE BODY USED FIGURATIVELY, AS, WHEN GOD'S EYES OR EARS ARE SPOKEN OF, ARE ACCUSTOMED, IN THE LICENSE OF FANCY, TO PICTURE GOD TO THEMSELVES IN A HUMAN FORM; COMPARE THESE WITH THE MANICHÆANS, WHOSE CUSTOM IT IS TO MAKE KNOWN THEIR SILLY STORIES TO ANXIOUS INQUIRERS AS IF THEY WERE GREAT MYSTERIES: AND CONSIDER WHO HAVE THE MOST ALLOWABLE AND RESPECTABLE IDEAS OF GOD, — THOSE WHO THINK OF HIM AS HAVING A HUMAN FORM WHICH IS THE MOST EXCELLENT OF ITS KIND, OR THOSE WHO THINK OF HIM AS HAVING BOUNDLESS MATERIAL EXTENSION, YET NOT IN ALL DIRECTIONS, BUT WITH THREE PARTS INFINITE AND SOLID, WHILE IN ONE PART HE IS CLOVEN, WITH AN EMPTY VOID, AND WITH UNDEFINED SPACE ABOVE, WHILE THE REGION OF DARKNESS IS INSERTED WEDGE-LIKE BELOW. OR PERHAPS THE PROPER EXPRESSION IS, THAT HE IS UNCONFINED ABOVE IN HIS OWN NATURE, BUT ENCROACHED ON BELOW BY A HOSTILE NATURE. I JOIN WITH YOU IN LAUGHING AT THE FOLLY OF CARNAL MEN, UNABLE AS YET TO FORM SPIRITUAL CONCEPTIONS, WHO THINK OF GOD AS HAVING A HUMAN FORM. DO YOU TOO JOIN ME, IF YOU CAN, IN LAUGHING AT THOSE WHOSE UNHAPPY CONCEPTIONS REPRESENT GOD AS HAVING A SHAPE CLOVEN OR CUT IN SUCH AN UNSEEMLY AND UNBECOMING WAY, WITH SUCH AN EMPTY GAP ABOVE, AND SUCH A DISHONORABLE CURTAILMENT, BELOW BESIDES, THERE IS THIS DIFFERENCE, THAT THESE CARNAL PEOPLE, WHO THINK OF GOD AS HAVING A HUMAN FORM, IF THEY ARE CONTENT TO BE NOURISHED WITH MILK FROM THE BREAST OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, AND DO NOT RUSH HEADLONG INTO RASH OPINIONS, BUT CULTIVATE IN THE CHURCH THE PIOUS HABIT OF INQUIRY, AND THERE ASK THAT THEY MAY RECEIVE, AND KNOCK THAT IT MAY BE OPENED TO THEM, BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND SPIRITUALLY THE FIGURES AND PARABLES OF THE SCRIPTURES, AND GRADUALLY TO PERCEIVE THAT THE DIVINE ENERGIES ARE SUITABLY SET FORTH UNDER THE NAME, SOMETIMES OF EARS, SOMETIMES OF EYES, SOMETIMES OF HANDS OR FEET, OR EVEN OF WINGS AND FEATHERS A SHIELD TOO, AND SWORD, AND HELMET, AND ALL THE OTHER INNUMERABLE THINGS. AND THE MORE PROGRESS THEY MAKE IN THIS UNDERSTANDING, THE MORE ARE THEY CONFIRMED AS CATHOLICS. THE MANICHÆANS, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHEN THEY ABANDON THEIR MATERIAL FANCIES, CEASE TO BE MANICHÆANS. FOR THIS IS THE CHIEF AND SPECIAL POINT IN THEIR PRAISES OF MANICHÆUS, THAT THE DIVINE MYSTERIES WHICH WERE TAUGHT FIGURATIVELY IN BOOKS FROM ANCIENT TIMES WERE KEPT FOR MANICHÆUS, WHO WAS TO COME LAST, TO SOLVE AND DEMONSTRATE; AND SO AFTER HIM NO OTHER TEACHER WILL COME FROM GOD, FOR HE HAS SAID NOTHING IN FIGURES OR PARABLES, BUT HAS EXPLAINED ANCIENT SAYINGS OF THAT KIND, AND HAS HIMSELF TAUGHT IN PLAIN, SIMPLE TERMS. THEREFORE, WHEN THE MANICHÆANS HEAR THESE WORDS OF THEIR FOUNDER, ON ONE SIDE AND BORDER OF THE SHINING AND SACRED REGION WAS THE REGION OF DARKNESS, THEY HAVE NO INTERPRETATIONS TO FALL BACK ON. WHEREVER THEY TURN, THE WRETCHED BONDAGE OF THEIR OWN FANCIES BRINGS THEM UPON CLEFTS OR SUDDEN STOPPAGES AND JOINING’S OR SUNDERING’S OF THE MOST-UNSEEMLY KIND, WHICH IT WOULD BE SHOCKING TO BELIEVE AS TRUE OF ANY IMMATERIAL NATURE, EVEN THOUGH MUTABLE, LIKE THE MIND, NOT TO SPEAK OF THE IMMUTABLE NATURE OF GOD. AND YET IF I WERE UNABLE TO RISE TO HIGHER THINGS, AND TO BRING MY THOUGHTS FROM THE ENTANGLEMENT OF FALSE IMAGINATIONS WHICH ARE IMPRESSED ON THE MEMORY BY THE BODILY SENSES, INTO THE FREEDOM AND PURITY OF SPIRITUAL EXISTENCE, HOW MUCH BETTER WOULD IT BE TO THINK OF GOD AS IN THE FORM OF A MAN, THAN TO FASTEN THAT WEDGE OF DARKNESS TO HIS LOWER EDGE, AND, FOR WANT OF A COVERING FOR THE BOUNDLESS VACUITY ABOVE TO LEAVE IT VOID AND UNOCCUPIED THROUGHOUT INFINITE SPACE! WHAT NOTION COULD BE WORSE THAN THIS? WHAT DARKER ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] CAN BE TAUGHT OR IMAGINED?
CHAPTER 24. OF THE NUMBER OF NATURES IN THE MANICHÆAN FICTION
26. AGAIN, I WISH TO KNOW, WHEN I READ OF GOD THE FATHER AND HIS KINGDOMS FOUNDED ON THE SHINING AND HAPPY REGION, WHETHER THE FATHER AND HIS KINGDOMS, AND THE REGION, ARE ALL OF THE SAME NATURE AND SUBSTANCE. IF THEY ARE, THEN IT IS NOT ANOTHER NATURE OR SORT OF BODY OF GOD WHICH THE WEDGE OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS CLEAVES AND PENETRATES, WHICH ITSELF IS AN UNSPEAKABLY REVOLTING THING, BUT IT IS ACTUALLY THE VERY NATURE OF GOD WHICH UNDERGOES THIS. THINK OF THIS, I BESEECH YOU: AS YOU ARE MEN, THINK OF IT, AND FLEE FROM IT; AND IF BY TEARING OPEN YOUR BREASTS YOU CAN CAST OUT BY THE ROOTS SUCH PROFANE FANCIES FROM YOUR FAITH, I PRAY YOU TO DO IT. OR WILL YOU SAY THAT THESE THREE ARE NOT OF ONE AND THE SAME NATURE, BUT THAT THE FATHER IS OF ONE, THE KINGDOMS OF ANOTHER, AND THE REGION OF ANOTHER, SO THAT EACH HAS A PECULIAR NATURE AND SUBSTANCE, AND THAT THEY ARE ARRANGED ACCORDING TO THEIR DEGREE OF EXCELLENCE? IF THIS IS TRUE, MANICHÆUS SHOULD HAVE TAUGHT THAT THERE ARE FOUR NATURES, NOT TWO; OR IF THE FATHER AND THE KINGDOMS HAVE ONE NATURE, AND THE REGION ONLY ONE OF ITS OWN, HE SHOULD HAVE MADE THREE. OR IF HE MADE ONLY TWO, BECAUSE THE REGION OF DARKNESS DOES NOT BELONG TO GOD, IN WHAT SENSE DOES THE REGION OF LIGHT BELONG TO GOD? FOR IF IT HAS A NATURE OF ITS OWN, AND IF GOD NEITHER GENERATED NOR MADE IT, IT DOES NOT BELONG TO HIM, AND THE SEAT OF HIS KINGDOM IS IN WHAT BELONGS TO ANOTHER. OR IF IT BELONGS TO HIM BECAUSE OF ITS VICINITY, THE REGION OF DARKNESS MUST DO SO TOO; FOR IT NOT ONLY BORDERS ON THE REGION OF LIGHT, BUT PENETRATES IT SO AS TO SEVER IT IN TWO. AGAIN, IF GOD GENERATED IT, IT CANNOT HAVE A SEPARATE NATURE. FOR WHAT IS GENERATED BY GOD MUST BE WHAT GOD IS, AS THE CATHOLIC CHURCH BELIEVES OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON. SO, YOU ARE BROUGHT BACK OF NECESSITY TO THAT SHOCKING AND DETESTABLE PROFANITY, THAT THE WEDGE OF DARKNESS SUNDERS NOT A REGION DISTINCT AND SEPARATE FROM GOD, BUT THE VERY NATURE OF GOD. OR IF GOD DID NOT GENERATE, BUT MAKE IT, OF WHAT DID HE MAKE IT? OR IF OF HIMSELF, WHAT IS THIS BUT TO GENERATE? IF OF SOME OTHER NATURE, WAS THIS NATURE GOOD OR EVIL? IF GOOD, THERE MUST HAVE BEEN SOME GOOD NATURE NOT BELONGING TO GOD; WHICH YOU WILL SCARCELY HAVE THE BOLDNESS TO ASSERT. IF EVIL, THE RACE OF DARKNESS CANNOT HAVE BEEN THE ONLY EVIL NATURE. OR DID GOD TAKE A PART OF THAT REGION AND TURN IT INTO A REGION OF LIGHT, IN ORDER TO FOUND HIS KINGDOM UPON IT? IF HE HAD, HE WOULD HAVE TAKEN THE WHOLE, AND THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NO EVIL NATURE LEFT. IF GOD, THEN, DID NOT MAKE THE REGION OF LIGHT OF A SUBSTANCE DISTINCT FROM HIS OWN, HE MUST HAVE MADE IT OF NOTHING.
CHAPTER 25. OMNIPOTENCE CREATES GOOD THINGS DIFFERING IN DEGREE. IN EVERY DESCRIPTION WHATSOEVER OF THE JUNCTION OF THE TWO REGIONS THERE IS EITHER IMPROPRIETY OR ABSURDITY
27. IF, THEN, YOU ARE NOW CONVINCED THAT GOD IS ABLE TO CREATE SOME GOOD THING OUT OF NOTHING, COME INTO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, AND LEARN THAT ALL THE NATURES WHICH GOD HAS CREATED AND FOUNDED IN THEIR ORDER OF EXCELLENCE FROM THE HIGHEST TO THE LOWEST ARE GOOD, AND SOME BETTER THAN OTHERS; AND THAT THEY WERE MADE OF NOTHING, THOUGH GOD, THEIR MAKER, MADE USE OF HIS OWN WISDOM AS AN INSTRUMENT, SO TO SPEAK, TO GIVE BEING TO WHAT WAS NOT, AND THAT AS FAR AS IT HAD BEING IT MIGHT BE GOOD, AND THAT THE LIMITATION OF ITS BEING MIGHT SHOW THAT IT WAS NOT BEGOTTEN BY GOD, BUT MADE OUT OF NOTHING. IF YOU EXAMINE THE MATTER, YOU WILL FIND NOTHING TO KEEP YOU FROM AGREEING TO THIS. FOR YOU CANNOT MAKE YOUR REGION OF LIGHT TO BE WHAT GOD IS, WITHOUT MAKING THE DARK SECTION AN INFRINGEMENT ON THE VERY NATURE OF GOD. NOR CAN YOU SAY THAT IT WAS GENERATED BY GOD, WITHOUT BEING REDUCED TO THE SAME ENORMITY, FROM THE NECESSITY OF CONCLUDING THAT AS BEGOTTEN OF GOD, IT MUST BE WHAT GOD IS. NOR CAN YOU SAY THAT IT WAS DISTINCT FROM HIM, LEST YOU SHOULD BE FORCED TO ADMIT THAT GOD PLACED HIS KINGDOM IN WHAT DID NOT BELONG TO HIM, AND THAT THERE ARE THREE NATURES. NOR CAN YOU SAY THAT GOD MADE IT OF A SUBSTANCE DISTINCT FROM HIS OWN, WITHOUT MAKING SOMETHING GOOD BESIDES GOD, OR SOMETHING EVIL BESIDES THE RACE OF DARKNESS. IT REMAINS, THEREFORE THAT YOU MUST CONFESS THAT GOD MADE THE REGION OF LIGHT OUT OF NOTHING: AND YOU ARE UNWILLING TO BELIEVE THIS; BECAUSE IF GOD COULD MAKE OUT OF NOTHING SOME GREAT GOOD WHICH YET WAS INFERIOR TO HIMSELF, HE COULD ALSO, SINCE HE IS GOOD, AND GRUDGES NO GOOD, MAKE ANOTHER GOOD INFERIOR TO THE FORMER, AND AGAIN A THIRD INFERIOR TO THE SECOND, AND SO ON, IN ORDER DOWN TO THE LOWEST GOOD OF CREATED NATURES, SO THAT THE WHOLE AGGREGATE, INSTEAD OF EXTENDING INDEFINITELY WITHOUT NUMBER OR MEASURE SHOULD HAVE A FIXED AND DEFINITE CONSISTENCY. AGAIN, IF YOU WILL NOT ALLOW THIS EITHER, THAT GOD MADE THE REGION OF LIGHT OUT OF NOTHING, YOU WILL HAVE NO ESCAPE FROM THE SHOCKING PROFANITIES TO WHICH YOUR OPINIONS LEAD.
28. PERHAPS, SINCE THE CARNAL IMAGINATION CAN FANCY ANY SHAPES IT LIKES, YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO DEVISE SOME OTHER FORM FOR THE JUNCTION OF THE TWO REGIONS, INSTEAD OF PRESENTING TO THE MIND SUCH A DISAGREEABLE AND PAINFUL DESCRIPTION AS THIS, THAT THE REGION OF GOD, WHETHER IT BE OF THE SAME NATURE AS GOD OR NOT, WHERE AT LEAST GOD'S KINGDOMS ARE FOUNDED, LIES THROUGH IMMENSITY IN SUCH A HUGE MASS THAT ITS MEMBERS STRETCH LOOSELY TO AN INFINITE EXTENT, AND THAT ON THEIR LOWER PART THAT WEDGE OF THE REGION OF DARKNESS, ITSELF OF BOUNDLESS SIZE ENCROACHES UPON THEM. BUT WHATEVER OTHER FORM YOU CONTRIVE FOR THE JUNCTION OF THESE TWO REGIONS, YOU CANNOT ERASE WHAT MANICHÆUS HAS WRITTEN. I REFER NOT TO OTHER TREATISES WHERE A MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION IS GIVEN — FOR PERHAPS, BECAUSE THEY ARE IN THE HANDS OF ONLY A FEW, THERE MIGHT NOT BE SO MUCH DIFFICULTY WITH THEM — BUT TO THIS FUNDAMENTAL EPISTLE WHICH WE ARE NOW CONSIDERING, WITH WHICH ALL OF YOU WHO ARE CALLED ENLIGHTENED ARE USUALLY QUITE FAMILIAR. HERE THE WORDS ARE: "ON ONE SIDE THE BORDER OF THE SHINING AND SACRED REGION WAS THE REGION OF DARKNESS, DEEP AND BOUNDLESS IN EXTENT."
CHAPTER 26. THE MANICHÆANS ARE REDUCED TO THE CHOICE OF A TORTUOUS, OR CURVED, OR STRAIGHT LINE OF JUNCTION. THE THIRD KIND OF LINE WOULD GIVE SYMMETRY AND BEAUTY SUITABLE TO BOTH REGIONS
WHAT MORE IS TO BE GOT? WE HAVE NOW HEARD WHAT IS ON THE BORDER. MAKE WHAT SHAPE YOU PLEASE, DRAW ANY KIND OF LINES YOU LIKE, IT IS CERTAIN THAT THE JUNCTION OF THIS BOUNDLESS MASS OF THE REGION OF DARKNESS TO THE REGION OF LIGHT MUST HAVE BEEN EITHER BY A STRAIGHT LINE, OR A CURVED, OR A TORTUOUS ONE. IF THE LINE OF JUNCTION IS TORTUOUS THE SIDE OF THE REGION OF LIGHT MUST ALSO BE TORTUOUS; OTHERWISE ITS STRAIGHT SIDE JOINED TO A TORTUOUS ONE WOULD LEAVE GAPS OF INFINITE DEPTH, INSTEAD OF HAVING VACUITY ONLY ABOVE THE LAND OF DARKNESS, AS WE WERE TOLD BEFORE. AND IF THERE WERE SUCH GAPS, HOW MUCH BETTER IT WOULD HAVE BEEN FOR THE REGION OF LIGHT TO HAVE BEEN STILL MORE DISTANT, AND TO HAVE HAD A GREATER VACUITY BETWEEN, SO THAT THE REGION OF DARKNESS MIGHT NOT TOUCH IT AT ALL! THEN THERE MIGHT HAVE BEEN SUCH A GAP OF BOTTOMLESS DEPTH, THAT, ON THE RISE OF ANY MISCHIEF IN THAT RACE, ALTHOUGH THE CHIEFS OF DARKNESS MIGHT HAVE THE FOOLHARDY WISH TO CROSS OVER, THEY WOULD FALL HEADLONG INTO THE GAP (FOR BODIES CANNOT FLY WITHOUT AIR TO SUPPORT THEM); AND AS THERE IS INFINITE SPACE DOWNWARDS, THEY COULD DO NO MORE HARM, THOUGH THEY MIGHT LIVE FOR EVER, FOR THEY WOULD BE FOR EVER FALLING. AGAIN, IF THE LINE OF JUNCTION WAS A CURVED ONE, THE REGION OF LIGHT MUST ALSO HAVE HAD THE DISFIGUREMENT OF A CURVE TO ANSWER IT. OR IF THE LAND OF DARKNESS WERE CURVED INWARDS LIKE A THEATRE, THERE WOULD BE AS MUCH DISFIGUREMENT IN THE CORRESPONDING LINE IN THE REGION OF LIGHT. OR IF THE REGION OF DARKNESS HAD A CURVED LINE, AND THE REGION OF LIGHT A STRAIGHT ONE, THEY CANNOT HAVE TOUCHED AT ALL POINTS. AND CERTAINLY, AS I SAID BEFORE, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER IF THEY HAD NOT TOUCHED, AND IF THERE WAS SUCH A GAP BETWEEN THAT THE REGIONS MIGHT BE KEPT DISTINCTLY SEPARATE, AND THAT RASH EVILDOERS MIGHT FALL HEADLONG SO AS TO BE HARMLESS. IF, THEN, THE LINE OF JUNCTION WAS A STRAIGHT ONE, THERE REMAIN, OF COURSE, NO MORE GAPS OR GROOVES, BUT, ON THE CONTRARY, SO PERFECT A JUNCTION AS TO MAKE THE GREATEST POSSIBLE PEACE AND HARMONY BETWEEN THE TWO REGIONS. WHAT MORE BEAUTIFUL OR MORE SUITABLE THAN THAT ONE SIDE SHOULD MEET THE OTHER IN A STRAIGHT LINE, WITHOUT BENDS OR BREAKS TO DISTURB THE NATURAL AND PERMANENT CONNECTION THROUGHOUT ENDLESS SPACE AND ENDLESS DURATION? AND EVEN THOUGH THERE WAS A SEPARATION, THE STRAIGHT SIDES OF BOTH REGIONS WOULD BE BEAUTIFUL IN THEMSELVES, AS BEING STRAIGHT; AND BESIDES, EVEN IN SPITE OF AN INTERVAL, THEIR CORRESPONDENCE, AS RUNNING PARALLEL, THOUGH NOT MEETING, WOULD GIVE A SYMMETRY TO BOTH. WITH THE ADDITION OF THE JUNCTION, BOTH REGIONS BECOME PERFECTLY REGULAR AND HARMONIOUS; FOR NOTHING CAN BE DEVISED MORE BEAUTIFUL IN DESCRIPTION OR IN CONCEPTION THAN THIS JUNCTION OF TWO STRAIGHT LINES.
CHAPTER 27. THE BEAUTY OF THE STRAIGHT LINE MIGHT BE TAKEN FROM THE REGION OF DARKNESS WITHOUT TAKING ANYTHING FROM ITS SUBSTANCE. SO EVIL NEITHER TAKES FROM NOR ADDS TO THE SUBSTANCE OF THE SOUL. THE STRAIGHTNESS OF ITS SIDE WOULD BE SO FAR A GOOD BESTOWED ON THE REGION OF DARKNESS BY GOD THE CREATOR

29. WHAT IS TO BE DONE WITH UNHAPPY MINDS, PERVERSE IN ERROR, AND HELD FAST BY CUSTOM? THESE MEN DO NOT KNOW WHAT THEY SAY WHEN THEY SAY THOSE THINGS; FOR THEY DO NOT CONSIDER. LISTEN TO ME; NO ONE FORCES YOU, NO ONE QUARRELS WITH YOU, NO ONE TAUNTS YOU WITH PAST ERRORS, UNLESS SOME ONE WHO HAS NOT EXPERIENCED THE DIVINE MERCY IN DELIVERANCE FROM ERROR: ALL WE DESIRE IS THAT THE ERRORS SHOULD SOME TIME OR OTHER BE ABANDONED. THINK A LITTLE WITHOUT ANIMOSITY OR BITTERNESS. WE ARE ALL HUMAN BEINGS: LET US HATE, NOT ONE ANOTHER, BUT ERRORS AND LIES. THINK A LITTLE, I PRAY YOU. GOD OF MERCY, HELP THEM TO THINK, AND KINDLE IN THE MINDS OF INQUIRERS THE TRUE LIGHT. IF ANYTHING IS PLAIN, IS NOT THIS, THAT RIGHT IS BETTER THAN WRONG? GIVE ME, THEN, A CALM AND QUIET ANSWER TO THIS, WHETHER MAKING CROOKED THE RIGHT LINE OF THE REGION OF DARKNESS WHICH JOINS ON TO THE RIGHT LINE OF THE REGION OF LIGHT, WOULD NOT DETRACT FROM ITS BEAUTY. IF YOU WILL NOT BE DOGGED, YOU MUST CONFESS THAT NOT ONLY IS BEAUTY TAKEN FROM IT BY ITS BEING MADE CROOKED, BUT ALSO THE BEAUTY WHICH IT MIGHT HAVE HAD FROM CONNECTION WITH THE RIGHT LINE OF THE REGION OF LIGHT. IS IT THE CASE, THEN, THAT IN THIS LOSS OF BEAUTY, IN WHICH RIGHT IS MADE CROOKED, AND HARMONY BECOMES DISCORD, AND AGREEMENT DISAGREEMENT, THERE IS ANY LOSS OF SUBSTANCE? LEARN, THEN, FROM THIS THAT SUBSTANCE IS NOT EVIL; BUT AS IN THE BODY, BY CHANGE OF FORM FOR THE WORSE, BEAUTY IS LOST, OR RATHER LESSENED, AND WHAT WAS CALLED FAIR BEFORE IS SAID TO BE UGLY, AND WHAT WAS PLEASING BECOMES DISPLEASING, SO IN THE MIND THE SEEMLINESS OF A RIGHT WILL, WHICH MAKES A JUST AND PIOUS LIFE, IS INJURED WHEN THE WILL CHANGES FOR THE WORSE; AND BY THIS SIN THE MIND BECOMES MISERABLE, INSTEAD OF ENJOYING AS BEFORE THE HAPPINESS WHICH COMES FROM THE ORNAMENT OF A RIGHT WILL, WITHOUT ANY GAIN OR LOSS OF SUBSTANCE.
30. CONSIDER, AGAIN, THAT THOUGH WE ADMIT THAT THE BORDER OF THE REGION OF DARKNESS WAS EVIL FOR OTHER REASONS, SUCH AS THAT IT WAS DIM AND DARK, OR ANY OTHER REASON, STILL IT WAS NOT EVIL IN BEING STRAIGHT. SO, IF I ADMIT THAT THERE WAS SOME EVIL IN ITS COLOR, YOU MUST ADMIT THAT THERE WAS SOME GOOD IN ITS STRAIGHTNESS. WHATEVER THE AMOUNT OF THIS GOOD, IT IS NOT ALLOWABLE TO ATTRIBUTE IT TO ANY OTHER THAN GOD THE MAKER, FROM WHOM WE MUST BELIEVE THAT ALL GOOD IN WHATSOEVER NATURE COMES, IF WE ARE TO ESCAPE DEADLY ERROR. IT IS ABSURD, THEN, TO SAY THAT THIS REGION IS PERFECT EVIL, WHEN IN ITS STRAIGHTNESS OF BORDER IS FOUND THE GOOD OF NOT A LITTLE BEAUTY OF A MATERIAL KIND; AND ALSO, TO MAKE THIS REGION TO BE ALTOGETHER ESTRANGED, FROM THE ALMIGHTY AND GOOD GOD, WHEN THIS GOOD WHICH WE FIND IN IT CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO NO OTHER BUT THE AUTHOR OF ALL GOOD THINGS. BUT THIS BORDER, TOO, WE ARE TOLD, WAS EVIL. WELL, SUPPOSE IT EVIL: IT WOULD SURELY HAVE BEEN WORSE HAD IT BEEN CROOKED INSTEAD OF STRAIGHT. AND HOW CAN THAT BE THE PERFECTION OF EVIL THAN WHICH SOMETHING WORSE THAN ITSELF CAN BE THOUGHT OF? AND TO BE WORSE IMPLIES THAT THERE IS SOME GOOD, THE WANT OF WHICH MAKES THE THING WORSE. HERE THE WANT OF STRAIGHTNESS WOULD MAKE THE LINE WORSE. THEREFORE, ITS STRAIGHTNESS IS SOMETHING GOOD. AND YOU WILL NEVER ANSWER THE QUESTION WHENCE THIS GOODNESS COMES, WITHOUT REFERENCE TO HIM FROM WHOM WE MUST ACKNOWLEDGE THAT ALL GOOD THINGS COME, WHETHER SMALL OR GREAT. BUT NOW WE SHALL PASS ON FROM CONSIDERING THIS BORDER TO SOMETHING ELSE.
CHAPTER 28. MANICHÆUS PLACES FIVE NATURES IN THE REGION OF DARKNESS
31. "THERE DWELT," HE SAYS, "IN THAT REGION FIERY BODIES, DESTRUCTIVE RACES." BY SPEAKING OF DWELLING, HE MUST MEAN THAT THOSE BODIES WERE ANIMATED AND IN LIFE. BUT, NOT TO APPEAR TO CAVIL AT A WORD, LET US SEE HOW HE DIVIDES INTO FIVE CLASSES ALL THESE INHABITANTS OF THIS REGION. "HERE," HE SAYS, "WAS BOUNDLESS DARKNESS, FLOWING FROM THE SAME SOURCE IN IMMEASURABLE ABUNDANCE, WITH THE PRODUCTIONS PROPERLY BELONGING TO IT. BEYOND THIS WERE MUDDY TURBID WATERS, WITH THEIR INHABITANTS; AND INSIDE OF THEM WINDS TERRIBLE AND VIOLENT, WITH THEIR PRINCE AND THEIR PROGENITORS. THEN, AGAIN, A FIERY REGION OF DESTRUCTION, WITH ITS CHIEFS AND PEOPLES. AND, SIMILARLY, INSIDE OF THIS A RACE FULL OF SMOKE AND GLOOM, WHERE ABODE THE DREADFUL PRINCE AND CHIEF OF ALL, HAVING AROUND HIM INNUMERABLE PRINCES, HIMSELF THE MIND AND SOURCE OF THEM ALL. SUCH ARE THE FIVE NATURES OF THE PESTIFEROUS REGION." WE FIND HERE FIVE NATURES MENTIONED AS PART OF ONE NATURE, WHICH HE CALLS THE PESTIFEROUS REGION. THE NATURES ARE DARKNESS, WATERS, WINDS, FIRE, SMOKE; WHICH HE SO ARRANGES AS TO MAKE DARKNESS FIRST, BEGINNING AT THE OUTSIDE. INSIDE OF DARKNESS HE PUTS THE WATERS; INSIDE OF THE WATERS, THE WINDS; INSIDE OF THE WINDS, THE FIRE; INSIDE OF THE FIRE, THE SMOKE. AND EACH OF THESE NATURES HAD ITS PECULIAR KIND OF INHABITANTS, WHICH WERE LIKEWISE FIVE IN NUMBER. FOR TO THE QUESTION, WHETHER THERE WAS ONLY ONE KIND IN ALL, OR DIFFERENT KINDS CORRESPONDING TO THE DIFFERENT NATURES; THE REPLY IS, THAT THEY WERE DIFFERENT: AS IN OTHER BOOKS WE FIND IT STATED THAT THE DARKNESS HAD SERPENTS; THE WATERS SWIMMING CREATURES, SUCH AS FISH; THE WINDS FLYING CREATURES, SUCH AS BIRDS; THE FIRE QUADRUPEDS, SUCH AS HORSES, LIONS, AND THE LIKE; THE SMOKE BIPEDS, SUCH AS MEN.
CHAPTER 29. THE REFUTATION OF THIS ABSURDITY
32. WHOSE ARRANGEMENT, THEN, IS THIS? WHO MADE THE DISTINCTIONS AND THE CLASSIFICATION? WHO GAVE THE NUMBER, THE QUALITIES, THE FORMS, THE LIFE? FOR ALL THESE THINGS ARE IN THEMSELVES GOOD, NOR COULD EACH OF THE NATURES HAVE THEM EXCEPT FROM THE BESTOWAL OF GOD, THE AUTHOR OF ALL GOOD THINGS. FOR THIS IS NOT LIKE THE DESCRIPTIONS OR SUPPOSITIONS OF POETS ABOUT AN IMAGINARY CHAOS, AS BEING A SHAPELESS MASS, WITHOUT FORM, WITHOUT QUALITY, WITHOUT MEASUREMENT, WITHOUT WEIGHT AND NUMBER, WITHOUT ORDER AND VARIETY; A CONFUSED SOMETHING, ABSOLUTELY DESTITUTE OF QUALITIES, SO THAT SOME GREEK WRITERS CALL IT ἄΠΟΙΟΝ [INSIPIDUS MEANING INSUFFICIENT PLEASING PERSONALITY]. SO FAR FROM BEING LIKE THIS IS THE MANICHÆAN DESCRIPTION OF THE REGION OF DARKNESS, AS THEY CALL IT, THAT, IN A DIRECTLY CONTRARY STYLE, THEY ADD SIDE TO SIDE, AND JOIN BORDER TO BORDER; THEY NUMBER FIVE NATURES; THEY SEPARATE, ARRANGE, AND ASSIGN TO EACH ITS OWN QUALITIES. NOR DO THEY LEAVE THE NATURES BARREN OR WASTE, BUT PEOPLE THEM WITH THEIR PROPER INHABITANTS; AND TO THESE, AGAIN, THEY GIVE SUITABLE FORMS, AND ADAPTED TO THEIR PLACE OF HABITATION, BESIDES GIVING THE CHIEF OF ALL ENDOWMENTS, LIFE. TO RECOUNT SUCH GOOD THINGS AS THESE, AND TO SPEAK OF THEM AS HAVING NO CONNECTION WITH GOD, THE AUTHOR OF ALL GOOD THINGS, IS TO LOSE SIGHT OF THE EXCELLENCE OF THE ORDER IN THE THINGS, AND OF THE GREAT EVIL OF THE ERROR WHICH LEADS TO SUCH A CONCLUSION.
CHAPTER 30. THE NUMBER OF GOOD THINGS IN THOSE NATURES WHICH MANICHÆUS PLACES IN THE REGION OF DARKNESS
33. "BUT," IS THE REPLY, "THE ORDERS OF BEINGS INHABITING THOSE FIVE NATURES WERE FIERCE AND DESTRUCTIVE." AS IF I WERE PRAISING THEIR FIERCENESS AND DESTRUCTIVENESS. I, YOU SEE, JOIN WITH YOU IN CONDEMNING THE EVILS YOU ATTRIBUTE TO THEM; JOIN YOU WITH ME IN PRAISING THE GOOD THINGS WHICH YOU ASCRIBE TO THEM: SO IT WILL APPEAR THAT THERE IS A MIXTURE OF GOOD AND EVIL IN WHAT YOU CALL THE LAST EXTREMITY OF EVIL. IF I JOIN YOU IN CONDEMNING WHAT IS MISCHIEVOUS IN THIS REGION, YOU MUST JOIN WITH ME IN PRAISING WHAT IS BENEFICIAL. FOR THESE BEINGS COULD NOT HAVE BEEN PRODUCED, OR NOURISHED, OR HAVE CONTINUED TO INHABIT THAT REGION, WITHOUT SOME SALUTARY INFLUENCE. I JOIN WITH YOU IN CONDEMNING THE DARKNESS; JOIN WITH ME IN PRAISING THE PRODUCTIVENESS. FOR WHILE YOU CALL THE DARKNESS IMMEASURABLE, YOU SPEAK OF "SUITABLE PRODUCTIONS." DARKNESS, INDEED, IS NOT A REAL SUBSTANCE, AND MEANS NO MORE THAN THE ABSENCE OF LIGHT, AS NAKEDNESS MEANS THE WANT OF CLOTHING, AND EMPTINESS THE WANT OF MATERIAL CONTENTS: SO THAT DARKNESS COULD PRODUCE NOTHING, ALTHOUGH A REGION IN DARKNESS — THAT IS, IN THE ABSENCE OF LIGHT — MIGHT PRODUCE SOMETHING. BUT PASSING OVER THIS FOR THE PRESENT, IT IS CERTAIN THAT WHERE PRODUCTIONS ARISE THERE MUST BE A BENEFICENT ADAPTATION OF SUBSTANCES, AS WELL AS A SYMMETRICAL ARRANGEMENT AND CONSTRUCTION IN UNITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE BEINGS PRODUCED — A WISE ADJUSTMENT MAKING THEM AGREE WITH ONE ANOTHER. AND WHO WILL DENY THAT ALL THESE THINGS ARE MORE TO BE PRAISED THAN DARKNESS IS TO BE CONDEMNED? IF I JOIN WITH YOU IN CONDEMNING THE MUDDINESS OF THE WATERS, YOU MUST JOIN WITH ME IN PRAISING THE WATERS AS FAR AS THEY POSSESSED THE FORM AND QUALITY OF WATER, AND ALSO THE AGREEMENT OF THE MEMBERS OF THE INHABITANTS SWIMMING IN THE WATERS, THEIR LIFE SUSTAINING AND DIRECTING THEIR BODY, AND EVERY PARTICULAR ADAPTATION OF SUBSTANCES FOR THE BENEFIT OF HEALTH. FOR THOUGH YOU FIND FAULT WITH THE WATERS AS TURBID AND MUDDY, STILL, IN ALLOWING THEM THE QUALITY OF PRODUCING AND MAINTAINING THEIR LIVING INHABITANTS, YOU IMPLY THAT THERE WAS SOME KIND OF BODILY FORM, AND SIMILARITY OF PARTS, GIVING UNITY AND CONGRUITY OF CHARACTER; OTHERWISE THERE COULD BE NO BODY AT ALL: AND, AS A RATIONAL BEING, YOU MUST SEE THAT ALL THESE THINGS ARE TO BE PRAISED. AND HOWEVER GREAT YOU MAKE THE FEROCITY OF THESE INHABITANTS, AND THEIR MASSACRINGS AND DEVASTATIONS IN THEIR ASSAULTS, YOU STILL LEAVE THEM THE REGULAR LIMITS OF FORM, BY WHICH THE MEMBERS OF EACH BODY ARE MADE TO AGREE TOGETHER, AND THEIR BENEFICIAL ADAPTATIONS, AND THE REGULATING POWER OF THE LIVING PRINCIPLE BINDING TOGETHER THE PARTS OF THE BODY IN A FRIENDLY AND HARMONIOUS UNION. AND IF ALL THESE ARE REGARDED WITH COMMON SENSE IT WILL BE SEEN THAT THEY ARE MORE TO BE COMMENDED THAN THE FAULTS ARE TO BE CONDEMNED. I JOIN WITH YOU IN CONDEMNING THE FRIGHTFULNESS OF THE WINDS; JOIN WITH ME IN PRAISING THEIR NATURE, AS GIVING BREATH AND NOURISHMENT, AND THEIR MATERIAL FORM IN ITS CONTINUOUSNESS AND DIFFUSION BY THE CONNECTION OF ITS PARTS: FOR BY THESE THINGS THESE WINDS HAD THE POWER OF PRODUCING AND NOURISHING, AND SUSTAINING IN VIGOR THESE INHABITANTS YOU SPEAK OF; AND ALSO IN THESE INHABITANTS — BESIDES THE OTHER THINGS WHICH HAVE ALREADY BEEN COMMENDED IN ALL ANIMATED CREATURES — THIS PARTICULAR POWER OF GOING QUICKLY AND EASILY WHENCE AND WHITHER THEY PLEASE, AND THE HARMONIOUS STROKE OF THEIR WINGS IN FLIGHT, AND THEIR REGULAR MOTION. I JOIN WITH YOU IN CONDEMNING THE DESTRUCTIVENESS OF FIRE; JOIN WITH ME IN COMMENDING THE PRODUCTIVENESS OF THIS FIRE, AND THE GROWTH OF THESE PRODUCTIONS, AND THE ADAPTATION OF THE FIRE TO THE BEINGS PRODUCED, SO THAT THEY HAD COHERENCE, AND CAME TO PERFECTION IN MEASURE AND SHAPE, AND COULD LIVE AND HAVE THEIR ABODE THERE: FOR YOU SEE THAT ALL THESE THINGS DESERVE ADMIRATION AND PRAISE, NOT ONLY IN THE FIRE WHICH IS THUS HABITABLE, BUT IN THE INHABITANTS TOO. I JOIN WITH YOU IN CONDEMNING THE DENSENESS OF SMOKE, AND THE SAVAGE CHARACTER OF THE PRINCE WHO, AS YOU SAY, ABODE IN IT; JOIN WITH ME IN PRAISING THE SIMILARITY OF ALL THE PARTS IN THIS VERY SMOKE, BY WHICH IT PRESERVES THE HARMONY AND PROPORTION OF ITS PARTS AMONG THEMSELVES, ACCORDING TO ITS OWN NATURE, AND HAS AN UNITY WHICH MAKES IT WHAT IT IS: FOR NO ONE CAN CALMLY REFLECT ON THESE THINGS WITHOUT WONDER AND PRAISE. BESIDES, EVEN TO THE SMOKE YOU GIVE THE POWER AND ENERGY OF PRODUCTION, FOR YOU SAY THAT PRINCES INHABITED IT; SO THAT IN THAT REGION THE SMOKE IS PRODUCTIVE, WHICH NEVER HAPPENS HERE, AND, MOREOVER, AFFORDS A WHOLESOME DWELLING PLACE TO ITS INHABITANTS.
CHAPTER 31. THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED
34. AND EVEN IN THE PRINCE OF SMOKE HIMSELF, INSTEAD OF MENTIONING ONLY HIS FEROCITY AS A BAD QUALITY, OUGHT YOU NOT TO HAVE TAKEN NOTICE OF THE OTHER THINGS IN HIS NATURE WHICH YOU MUST ALLOW TO BE COMMENDABLE? FOR HE HAD A SOUL AND A BODY; THE SOUL LIFE-GIVING, AND THE BODY ENDOWED WITH LIFE. SINCE THE SOUL GOVERNED AND THE BODY OBEYED, THE SOUL TOOK THE LEAD AND THE BODY FOLLOWED; THE SOUL GAVE CONSISTENCY, THE BODY WAS NOT DISSOLVED; THE SOUL GAVE HARMONIOUS MOTION, AND THE BODY WAS CONSTRUCTED OF A WELL-PROPORTIONED FRAMEWORK OF MEMBERS. IN THIS SINGLE PRINCE ARE YOU NOT INDUCED TO EXPRESS APPROVAL OF THE ORDERLY PEACE OR THE PEACEFUL ORDER? AND WHAT APPLIES TO ONE APPLIES TO ALL THE REST. YOU SAY HE WAS FIERCE AND CRUEL TO OTHERS. THIS IS NOT WHAT I COMMEND, BUT THE OTHER IMPORTANT THINGS WHICH YOU WILL NOT TAKE NOTICE OF. THOSE THINGS, WHEN PERCEIVED AND CONSIDERED — AFTER ADVICE BY ANY ONE WHO HAS WITHOUT CONSIDERATION PUT FAITH IN MANICHÆUS, — LEAD HIM TO A CLEAR CONVICTION THAT, IN SPEAKING OF THOSE NATURES, HE SPEAKS OF THINGS GOOD IN A SENSE, NOT PERFECT AND UN-CREATED, LIKE GOD THE ONE TRINITY, NOR OF THE HIGHER RANK OF CREATED THINGS, LIKE THE HOLY ANGELS AND THE EVER-BLESSED POWERS; BUT OF THE LOWEST CLASS, AND RANKED ACCORDING TO THE SMALL MEASURE OF THEIR ENDOWMENTS. THESE THINGS ARE THOUGHT TO BE BLAMEWORTHY BY THE UNINSTRUCTED WHEN THEY COMPARE THEM WITH HIGHER THINGS; AND IN VIEW OF THEIR WANT OF SOME GOOD, THE GOOD THEY HAVE, GETS THE NAME OF EVIL, BECAUSE IT IS DEFECTIVE. MY REASON ALSO FOR THUS DISCUSSING THE NATURES ENUMERATED BY MANICHÆUS IS THAT THE THINGS NAMED ARE THINGS FAMILIAR TO US IN THIS WORLD. WE ARE FAMILIAR WITH DARKNESS, WATERS, WINDS, FIRE, SMOKE; WE ARE FAMILIAR, TOO, WITH ANIMALS, CREEPING, SWIMMING, FLYING; WITH QUADRUPEDS AND BIPED. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF DARKNESS (WHICH, AS I HAVE SAID ALREADY, IS NOTHING BUT THE ABSENCE OF LIGHT, AND THE PERCEPTION OF IT IS ONLY THE ABSENCE OF SIGHT, AS THE PERCEPTION OF SILENCE IS THE ABSENCE OF HEARING; NOT THAT DARKNESS IS ANYTHING, BUT THAT LIGHT IS NOT, AS NEITHER THAT SILENCE IS ANYTHING, BUT THAT SOUND IS NOT), ALL THE OTHER THINGS ARE NATURAL QUALITIES AND ARE FAMILIAR TO ALL; AND THE FORM OF THOSE NATURES, WHICH IS COMMENDABLE AND GOOD AS FAR AS IT EXISTS, NO WISE MAN ATTRIBUTES TO ANY OTHER AUTHOR THAN GOD, THE AUTHOR OF ALL GOOD THINGS.
CHAPTER 32. MANICHÆUS GOT THE ARRANGEMENT OF HIS FANCIFUL NOTIONS FROM VISIBLE OBJECTS
35. FOR IN GIVING TO THESE NATURES WHICH HE HAS LEARNED FROM VISIBLE THINGS, AN ARRANGEMENT ACCORDING TO HIS FANCIFUL IDEAS, TO REPRESENT THE RACE OF DARKNESS, MANICHÆUS IS CLEARLY IN ERROR. FIRST OF ALL, HE MAKES DARKNESS PRODUCTIVE, WHICH IS IMPOSSIBLE. BUT, HE REPLIES, THIS DARKNESS WAS UNLIKE WHAT YOU ARE FAMILIAR WITH. HOW, THEN, CAN YOU MAKE ME UNDERSTAND ABOUT IT? AFTER SO MANY PROMISES TO GIVE KNOWLEDGE, WILL YOU FORCE ME TO TAKE YOUR WORD FOR IT? SUPPOSE I BELIEVE YOU, THIS AT LEAST IS CERTAIN, THAT IF THE DARKNESS HAD NO FORM, AS DARKNESS USUALLY HAS NOT, IT COULD PRODUCE NOTHING; IF IT HAD FORM, IT WAS BETTER THAN ORDINARY DARKNESS: WHEREAS, WHEN YOU CALL IT DIFFERENT FROM THE ORDINARY KIND, YOU WISH US TO BELIEVE THAT IT IS WORSE. YOU MIGHT AS WELL SAY THAT SILENCE, WHICH IS THE SAME TO THE EAR AS DARKNESS TO THE EYES, PRODUCED SOME DEAF OR DUMB ANIMALS IN THAT REGION; AND THEN, IN REPLY TO THE OBJECTION THAT SILENCE IS NOT A NATURE, YOU MIGHT SAY THAT IT WAS DIFFERENT SILENCE FROM ORDINARY SILENCE; IN A WORD, YOU MIGHT SAY WHAT YOU PLEASED TO THOSE WHOM YOU HAVE ONCE MISLED INTO BELIEVING YOU. NO DOUBT, THE OBVIOUS FACTS RELATING TO THE ORIGIN OF ANIMAL LIFE LED MANICHÆUS TO SAY THAT SERPENTS WERE PRODUCED IN DARKNESS. HOWEVER, THERE ARE SERPENTS WHICH HAVE SUCH SHARP SIGHT, AND SUCH PLEASURE IN LIGHT, THAT THEY SEEM TO GIVE EVIDENCE OF THE MOST-WEIGHTY KIND AGAINST THIS IDEA. THEN THE IDEA OF SWIMMING THINGS IN THE WATER MIGHT EASILY BE GOT HERE, AND APPLIED TO THE FANCIFUL OBJECTS IN THAT REGION; AND SO, OF FLYING THINGS IN THE WINDS, FOR THE MOTION OF THE LOWER AIR IN THIS WORLD, WHERE BIRDS FLY, IS CALLED WIND. WHERE HE GOT THE IDEA OF THE QUADRUPEDS IN FIRE, NO ONE CAN TELL. STILL HE SAID THIS DELIBERATELY, THOUGH WITHOUT SUFFICIENT THOUGHT, AND FROM GREAT MISCONCEPTION. THE REASON USUALLY GIVEN IS, THAT QUADRUPEDS ARE VORACIOUS AND SALACIOUS. BUT MANY MEN SURPASS ANY QUADRUPED IN VORACITY, THOUGH THEY ARE BIPEDS, AND ARE CALLED CHILDREN OF THE SMOKE, AND NOT OF FIRE. GEESE, TOO, ARE AS VORACIOUS AS ANY ANIMAL; AND THOUGH HE MIGHT PLACE THEM IN FIRE AS BIPEDS, OR IN THE WATER BECAUSE THEY LOVE TO SWIM, OR IN THE WINDS BECAUSE THEY HAVE WINGS AND SOMETIMES FLY, THEY CERTAINLY HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH FIRE IN THIS CLASSIFICATION. AS REGARDS SALACIOUSNESS, I SUPPOSE HE WAS THINKING OF NEIGHING HORSES, WHICH SOMETIMES BITE THROUGH THE BRIDLE AND RUSH AT THE MARES; AND WRITING HASTILY, WITH THIS IN HIS MIND, HE FORGOT THE COMMON SPARROW, IN COMPARISON OF WHICH THE HOTTEST STALLION IS COLD. THE REASON THEY GIVE FOR ASSIGNING BIPEDS TO THE SMOKE IS, THAT BIPEDS ARE CONCEITED AND PROUD, FOR MEN ARE DERIVED FROM THIS CLASS; AND THE IDEA, WHICH IS A PLAUSIBLE ONE, IS THAT SMOKE RESEMBLES PROUD PEOPLE IN RISING UP INTO THE AIR, ROUND AND SWELLING. THIS IDEA MIGHT WARRANT A FIGURATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROUD MEN, OR AN ALLEGORICAL EXPRESSION OR EXPLANATION, BUT NOT THE BELIEF THAT BIPEDS ARE BORN IN SMOKE AND OF SMOKE. THEY MIGHT WITH EQUAL REASON BE SAID TO BE BORN IN DUST, FOR IT OFTEN RISES UP TO THE HEAVEN WITH A SIMILAR CIRCLING AND LOFTY MOTION; OR IN THE CLOUDS, FOR THEY ARE OFTEN DRAWN UP FROM THE EARTH IN SUCH A WAY, THAT THOSE LOOKING FROM A DISTANCE ARE UNCERTAIN WHETHER THEY ARE CLOUDS OR SMOKE. ONCE MORE, WHY, IN THE CASE OF THE WATERS AND THE WINDS, DOES HE SUIT THE INHABITANTS TO THE CHARACTER OF THE PLACE, AS WE SEE SWIMMING THINGS IN WATER, AND FLYING THINGS IN THE WIND; WHEREAS, IN THE FACE OF FIRE AND SMOKE, THIS BOLD LIAR IS NOT ASHAMED TO ASSIGN TO THESE PLACES THE MOST UNLIKELY INHABITANTS? FOR FIRE BURNS QUADRUPEDS, AND CONSUMES THEM, AND SMOKE SUFFOCATES AND KILLS BIPEDS. AT LEAST HE MUST ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HE HAS MADE THESE NATURES BETTER IN THE RACE OF DARKNESS THAN THEY ARE HERE, THOUGH HE WISHES US TO THINK EVERYTHING TO BE WORSE. FOR, ACCORDING TO THIS, THE FIRE THERE PRODUCED AND NOURISHED QUADRUPEDS, AND GAVE THEM A LODGING NOT ONLY HARMLESS, BUT MOST CONVENIENT. THE SMOKE, TOO, PROVIDED ROOM FOR THE OFFSPRING OF ITS OWN BENIGN BOSOM, AND CHERISHED THEM UP TO THE RANK OF PRINCE. THUS, WE SEE THAT THESE LIES, WHICH HAVE ADDED TO THE NUMBER OF HERETICS, AROSE FROM THE PERCEPTION BY CARNAL SENSE, ONLY WITHOUT CARE OR DISCERNMENT, OF VISIBLE OBJECTS IN THIS WORLD, AND WHEN THUS CONCEIVED, WERE BROUGHT FORTH BY FANCY, AND THEN PRESUMPTUOUSLY WRITTEN AND PUBLISHED.
CHAPTER 33. EVERY NATURE, AS NATURE, IS GOOD
36. BUT THE CONSIDERATION WE WISH MOST TO URGE IS THE TRUTH OF THE CATHOLIC DOCTRINE, IF THEY CAN UNDERSTAND IT, THAT GOD IS THE AUTHOR OF ALL NATURES. I URGED THIS BEFORE WHEN I SAID, I JOIN WITH YOU IN YOUR CONDEMNATION OF DESTRUCTIVENESS, OF BLINDNESS, OF DENSE MUDDINESS, OF TERRIFIC VIOLENCE, OF PERISHABLENESS, OF THE FEROCITY OF THE PRINCES, AND SO ON; JOIN WITH ME IN COMMENDING FORM, CLASSIFICATION, ARRANGEMENT, HARMONY, UNITY OF STRUCTURE, SYMMETRY AND CORRESPONDENCE OF MEMBERS, PROVISION FOR VITAL BREATH AND NOURISHMENT, WHOLESOME ADAPTATION, REGULATION AND CONTROL BY THE MIND, AND THE SUBJECTION OF THE BODIES, AND THE ASSIMILATION AND AGREEMENT OF PARTS IN THE NATURES, BOTH THOSE INHABITING AND THOSE INHABITED, AND ALL THE OTHER THINGS OF THE SAME KIND. FROM THIS, IF THEY WOULD ONLY THINK HONESTLY, THEY WOULD UNDERSTAND THAT IT IMPLIES A MIXTURE OF GOOD AND EVIL, EVEN IN THE REGION WHERE THEY SUPPOSE EVIL TO BE ALONE AND IN PERFECTION: SO THAT IF THE EVILS MENTIONED WERE TAKEN AWAY, THE GOOD THINGS WILL REMAIN, WITHOUT ANYTHING TO DETRACT FROM THE COMMENDATION GIVEN TO THEM; WHEREAS, IF THE GOOD THINGS ARE TAKEN AWAY, NO NATURE IS LEFT. FROM THIS EVERY ONE SEES, WHO CAN SEE, THAT EVERY NATURE, AS FAR AS IT IS NATURE, IS GOOD; SINCE IN ONE AND THE SAME THING IN WHICH I FOUND SOMETHING TO PRAISE, AND HE FOUND SOMETHING TO BLAME, IF THE GOOD THINGS ARE TAKEN AWAY, NO NATURE WILL REMAIN; BUT IF THE DISAGREEABLE THINGS ARE TAKEN AWAY, THE NATURE WILL REMAIN UNIMPAIRED. TAKE FROM WATERS THEIR THICKNESS AND MUDDINESS, AND PURE CLEAR WATER REMAINS; TAKE FROM THEM THE CONSISTENCE OF THEIR PARTS, AND NO WATER WILL BE LEFT. IF THEN, AFTER THE EVIL IS REMOVED, THE NATURE REMAINS IN A PURER STATE, AND DOES NOT REMAIN AT ALL WHEN THE GOOD IS TAKEN AWAY, IT MUST BE THE GOOD WHICH MAKES THE NATURE OF THE THING IN WHICH IT IS, WHILE THE EVIL IS NOT NATURE, BUT CONTRARY TO NATURE. TAKE FROM THE WINDS THEIR TERRIBLENESS AND EXCESSIVE FORCE, WITH WHICH YOU FIND FAULT, YOU CAN CONCEIVE OF WINDS AS GENTLE AND MILD; TAKE FROM THEM THE SIMILARITY OF THEIR PARTS WHICH GIVES THEM CONTINUITY OF SUBSTANCE, AND THE UNITY ESSENTIAL TO MATERIAL EXISTENCE, AND NO NATURE REMAINS TO BE CONCEIVED OF. IT WOULD BE TEDIOUS TO GO THROUGH ALL THE CASES; BUT ALL WHO CONSIDER THE SUBJECT FREE FROM PARTY SPIRIT MUST SEE THAT IN THEIR LIST OF NATURES THE DISAGREEABLE THINGS MENTIONED ARE ADDITIONS TO THE NATURE; AND WHEN THEY ARE REMOVED, THE NATURES REMAIN BETTER THAN BEFORE. THIS SHOWS THAT THE NATURES, AS FAR AS THEY ARE NATURES, ARE GOOD; FOR WHEN YOU TAKE FROM THEM THE GOOD INSTEAD OF THE EVIL, NO NATURES REMAIN. AND ATTEND, YOU WHO WISH TO ARRIVE AT A CORRECT JUDGMENT, TO WHAT IS SAID OF THE FIERCE PRINCE HIMSELF. IF YOU TAKE AWAY HIS FEROCITY, SEE HOW MANY EXCELLENT THINGS WILL REMAIN; HIS MATERIAL FRAME, THE SYMMETRY OF THE MEMBERS ON ONE SIDE WITH THOSE ON THE OTHER, THE UNITY OF HIS FORM, THE SETTLED CONTINUITY OF HIS PARTS, THE ORDERLY ADJUSTMENT OF THE MIND AS RULING AND ANIMATING, AND THE BODY AS SUBJECT AND ANIMATED. THE REMOVAL OF THESE THINGS, AND OF OTHERS I MAY HAVE OMITTED TO MENTION, WILL LEAVE NO NATURE REMAINING.
CHAPTER 34. NATURE CANNOT BE WITHOUT SOME GOOD. THE MANICHÆANS DWELL UPON THE EVILS
37. BUT PERHAPS YOU WILL SAY THAT THESE EVILS CANNOT BE REMOVED FROM THE NATURES, AND MUST THEREFORE BE CONSIDERED NATURAL. THE QUESTION AT PRESENT IS NOT WHAT CAN BE TAKEN AWAY, AND WHAT CANNOT; BUT IT CERTAINLY HELPS TO A CLEAR PERCEPTION THAT THESE NATURES, AS FAR AS THEY ARE NATURES, ARE GOOD, WHEN WE SEE THAT THE GOOD THINGS CAN BE THOUGHT OF WITHOUT THESE EVIL THINGS, WHILE WITHOUT THESE GOOD THINGS NO NATURE CAN BE CONCEIVED OF. I CAN CONCEIVE OF WATERS WITHOUT MUDDY COMMOTION; BUT WITHOUT SETTLED CONTINUITY OF PARTS NO MATERIAL FORM IS AN OBJECT OF THOUGHT OR OF SENSATION IN ANY WAY. THEREFORE, EVEN THESE MUDDY WATERS COULD NOT EXIST WITHOUT THE GOOD WHICH WAS THE CONDITION OF THEIR MATERIAL EXISTENCE. AS TO THE REPLY THAT THESE EVIL THINGS CANNOT BE TAKEN FROM SUCH NATURES, I REJOIN THAT NEITHER CAN THE GOOD THINGS BE TAKEN AWAY. WHY, THEN, SHOULD YOU CALL THESE THINGS NATURAL EVILS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE EVIL THINGS WHICH YOU SUPPOSE CANNOT BE TAKEN AWAY, AND YET REFUSE TO CALL THEM NATURAL GOOD THINGS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE GOOD THINGS WHICH, AS HAS BEEN PROVED, CANNOT BE TAKEN AWAY?
38. YOU MAY NEXT ASK, AS YOU USUALLY DO FOR A LAST RESOURCE, WHENCE COME THESE EVILS WHICH I HAVE SAID THAT I TOO DISAPPROVE OF. I SHALL PERHAPS TELL YOU, IF YOU FIRST TELL ME WHENCE ARE THOSE GOOD THINGS WHICH YOU TOO ARE OBLIGED TO COMMEND, IF YOU WOULD NOT BE ALTOGETHER UNREASONABLE. BUT WHY SHOULD I ASK THIS, WHEN WE BOTH ACKNOWLEDGE THAT ALL GOOD THINGS WHATEVER, AND HOW GREAT SOEVER, ARE FROM THE ONE GOD, WHO IS SUPREMELY GOOD? YOU MUST THEREFORE YOURSELVES OPPOSE MANICHÆUS WHO HAS PLACED ALL THESE IMPORTANT GOOD THINGS WHICH WE HAVE MENTIONED AND JUSTLY COMMENDED — THE CONTINUITY AND AGREEMENT OF PARTS IN EACH NATURE, THE HEALTH AND VIGOR OF THE ANIMATED CREATURES, AND THE OTHER THINGS WHICH IT WOULD BE WEARISOME TO REPEAT —(IN AN IMAGINARY REGION OF DARKNESS, SO AS TO SEPARATE THEM ALTOGETHER FROM THAT GOD WHOM HE ALLOWS TO BE THE AUTHOR OF ALL GOOD THINGS.) HE LOST SIGHT OF THOSE GOOD THINGS, WHILE TAKING NOTICE ONLY OF WHAT WAS DISAGREEABLE; AS IF ONE, FRIGHTENED BY A LION'S ROARING, AND SEEING HIM DRAGGING AWAY AND TEARING THE BODIES OF CATTLE OR HUMAN BEINGS WHICH HE HAD SEIZED, SHOULD FROM CHILDISH PUSILLANIMITY BE SO OVERPOWERED WITH FEAR AS TO SEE NOTHING BUT THE CRUELTY AND FEROCITY OF THE LION; AND OVERLOOKING OR DISREGARDING ALL THE OTHER QUALITIES, SHOULD EXCLAIM AGAINST THE NATURE OF THIS ANIMAL AS NOT ONLY EVIL, BUT A GREAT EVIL, HIS FEAR ADDING TO HIS VEHEMENCE. BUT WERE HE TO SEE A TAME LION, WITH ITS FEROCITY SUBDUED, ESPECIALLY IF HE HAD NEVER BEEN FRIGHTENED BY A LION, HE WOULD HAVE LEISURE, IN THE ABSENCE OF DANGER AND TERROR, TO OBSERVE AND ADMIRE THE BEAUTY OF THE ANIMAL, MY ONLY REMARK ON THIS IS ONE CLOSELY CONNECTED WITH OUR SUBJECT: THAT ANY NATURE MAY BE IN SOME CASE DISAGREEABLE, SO AS TO EXCITE HATRED TOWARDS THE WHOLE NATURE; THOUGH IT IS CLEAR THAT THE FORM OF A REAL LIVING BEAST, EVEN WHEN IT EXCITES TERROR IN THE WOODS, IS FAR BETTER THAN THAT OF THE ARTIFICIAL IMITATION WHICH IS COMMENDED IN A PAINTING ON THE WALL. WE MUST NOT THEN BE MISLED INTO THIS ERROR BY MANICHÆUS, OR BE HINDERED FROM OBSERVING THE FORMS OF THE NATURES, BY HIS FINDING FAULT WITH SOME THINGS IN THEM IN SUCH A WAY AS TO MAKE US DISAPPROVE OF THEM ENTIRELY, WHEN IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SHOW THAT THEY DESERVE ENTIRE DISAPPROVAL. AND WHEN OUR MINDS ARE THUS COMPOSED AND PREPARED TO FORM A JUST JUDGMENT, WE MAY ASK WHENCE COME THOSE EVILS WHICH I HAVE SAID THAT I CONDEMN. IT WILL BE EASIER TO SEE THIS IF WE CLASS THEM ALL UNDER ONE NAME.
CHAPTER 35. EVIL ALONE IS [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION. [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IS NOT NATURE, BUT CONTRARY TO NATURE. [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IMPLIES PREVIOUS GOOD
39. FOR WHO CAN DOUBT THAT THE WHOLE OF THAT WHICH IS CALLED EVIL IS NOTHING ELSE THAN [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION? DIFFERENT EVILS MAY, INDEED, BE CALLED BY DIFFERENT NAMES; BUT THAT WHICH IS THE EVIL OF ALL THINGS IN WHICH ANY EVIL IS PERCEPTIBLE IS [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION. SO, THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF AN EDUCATED MIND IS IGNORANCE; THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF A PRUDENT MIND IS IMPRUDENCE; THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF A JUST MIND, INJUSTICE; THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF A BRAVE MIND, COWARDICE; THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF A CALM, PEACEFUL MIND, CUPIDITY, FEAR, SORROW, PRIDE. AGAIN, IN A LIVING BODY, THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF HEALTH IS PAIN AND DISEASE; THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF STRENGTH IS EXHAUSTION; THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF REST IS TOIL. AGAIN, IN ANY CORPOREAL THING, THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF BEAUTY IS UGLINESS; THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF STRAIGHTNESS IS CROOKEDNESS; THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF ORDER IS CONFUSION; THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF ENTIRENESS IS DISSEVERANCE, OR FRACTURE, OR DIMINUTION. IT WOULD BE LONG AND LABORIOUS TO MENTION BY NAME ALL THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIONS OF THE THINGS HERE MENTIONED, AND OF COUNTLESS OTHER THINGS; FOR IN MANY CASES THE WORDS MAY APPLY TO THE MIND AS WELL AS TO THE BODY, AND IN INNUMERABLE CASES THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION HAS A DISTINCT NAME OF ITS OWN. BUT ENOUGH HAS BEEN SAID TO SHOW THAT [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION DOES HARM ONLY AS DISPLACING THE NATURAL CONDITION; AND SO, THAT [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IS NOT NATURE, BUT AGAINST NATURE. AND IF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IS THE ONLY EVIL TO BE FOUND ANYWHERE, AND IF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IS NOT NATURE, NO NATURE IS EVIL.
40. BUT IF, PERCHANCE, YOU CANNOT FOLLOW THIS, CONSIDER AGAIN, THAT WHATEVER IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED IS DEPRIVED OF SOME GOOD: FOR IF IT WERE NOT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, IT WOULD BE [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT; OR IF IT COULD NOT IN ANY WAY BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, IT WOULD BE [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE. NOW, IF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IS AN EVIL, BOTH [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION AND [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBILITY MUST BE GOOD THINGS. WE ARE NOT, HOWEVER, SPEAKING AT PRESENT OF [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE NATURE, BUT OF THINGS WHICH ADMIT OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, AND WHICH, WHILE NOT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, MAY BE CALLED [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT, BUT NOT [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE. THAT ALONE CAN BE CALLED [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE WHICH NOT ONLY IS NOT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, BUT ALSO CANNOT IN ANY PART BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED. WHATEVER THINGS, THEN, BEING [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT, BUT LIABLE TO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, BEGIN TO BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, ARE DEPRIVED OF THE GOOD WHICH THEY HAD AS [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT. NOR IS THIS A SLIGHT GOOD, FOR [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IS A GREAT EVIL. AND THE CONTINUED INCREASE OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IMPLIES THE CONTINUED PRESENCE OF GOOD, OF WHICH THEY MAY BE DEPRIVED. ACCORDINGLY, THE NATURES SUPPOSED TO EXIST IN THE REGION OF DARKNESS MUST HAVE BEEN EITHER [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE OR [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE. IF THEY WERE [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE, THEY WERE IN POSSESSION OF A GOOD THAN WHICH NOTHING IS HIGHER. IF THEY WERE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE, THEY WERE EITHER [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED OR NOT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED. IF THEY WERE NOT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, THEY WERE [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT, TO SAY WHICH OF ANYTHING IS TO GIVE IT GREAT PRAISE. IF THEY WERE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, THEY WERE DEPRIVED OF THIS GREAT GOOD OF [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTION; BUT THE DEPRIVATION IMPLIES THE PREVIOUS POSSESSION OF THE GOOD THEY ARE DEPRIVED OF; AND IF THEY POSSESSED THIS GOOD, THEY WERE NOT THE PERFECTION OF EVIL, AND CONSEQUENTLY ALL THE MANICHÆAN STORY IS A FALSEHOOD.
CHAPTER 36. THE SOURCE OF EVIL OR OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF GOOD
41. AFTER THUS INQUIRING WHAT EVIL IS, AND LEARNING THAT IT IS NOT NATURE, BUT AGAINST NATURE, WE MUST NEXT INQUIRE WHENCE IT IS. IF MANICHÆUS HAD DONE THIS, HE MIGHT HAVE ESCAPED FALLING INTO THE SNARE OF THESE SERIOUS ERRORS. OUT OF TIME AND OUT OF ORDER, HE BEGAN WITH INQUIRING INTO THE ORIGIN OF EVIL, WITHOUT FIRST ASKING WHAT EVIL WAS; AND SO, HIS INQUIRY LED HIM ONLY TO THE RECEPTION OF FOOLISH FANCIES, OF WHICH THE MIND, MUCH FED BY THE BODILY SENSES, WITH DIFFICULTY RIDS ITSELF. PERHAPS, THEN, SOME ONE, DESIRING NO LONGER ARGUMENT, BUT DELIVERY FROM ERROR, WILL ASK, WHENCE IS THIS [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION WHICH WE FIND TO BE THE COMMON EVIL OF GOOD THINGS WHICH ARE NOT [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE? SUCH AN INQUIRER WILL SOON FIND THE ANSWER IF HE SEEKS FOR TRUTH WITH GREAT EARNESTNESS, AND KNOCKS REVERENTLY WITH SUSTAINED ASSIDUITY. FOR WHILE MAN CAN USE WORDS AS A KIND OF SIGN FOR THE EXPRESSION OF HIS THOUGHTS, TEACHING IS THE WORK OF THE [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE TRUTH ITSELF, WHO IS THE ONE TRUE, THE ONE INTERNAL TEACHER. HE BECAME EXTERNAL ALSO, THAT HE MIGHT RECALL US FROM THE EXTERNAL TO THE INTERNAL; AND TAKING ON HIMSELF THE FORM OF A SERVANT, THAT HE MIGHT BRING DOWN HIS HEIGHT TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THOSE RISING UP TO HIM, HE CONDESCENDED TO APPEAR IN LOWLINESS TO THE LOW. IN HIS NAME LET US ASK, AND THROUGH HIM LET US SEEK MERCY OF THE FATHER WHILE MAKING THIS INQUIRY. FOR TO ANSWER IN A WORD THE QUESTION, WHENCE IS [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION? IT IS HENCE, BECAUSE THESE NATURES THAT ARE CAPABLE OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION WERE NOT BEGOTTEN BY GOD, BUT MADE BY HIM OUT OF NOTHING; AND AS WE ALREADY PROVED THAT THOSE NATURES ARE GOOD, NO ONE CAN SAY WITH PROPRIETY THAT THEY WERE NOT GOOD AS MADE BY GOD. IF IT IS SAID THAT GOD MADE THEM PERFECTLY GOOD, IT MUST BE REMEMBERED THAT THE ONLY PERFECT GOOD IS GOD HIMSELF, THE MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THOSE GOOD THINGS.
CHAPTER 37. GOD ALONE PERFECTLY GOOD
42. WHAT HARM, YOU ASK, WOULD FOLLOW IF THOSE THINGS TOO WERE PERFECTLY GOOD? STILL, SHOULD ANY ONE, WHO ADMITS AND BELIEVES THE PERFECT GOODNESS OF GOD THE FATHER, INQUIRE WHAT SOURCE WE SHOULD REVERENTLY ASSIGN TO ANY OTHER PERFECTLY GOOD THING, SUPPOSING IT TO EXIST, OUR ONLY CORRECT REPLY WOULD BE, THAT IT IS OF GOD THE FATHER, WHO IS PERFECTLY GOOD. AND WE MUST BEAR IN MIND THAT WHAT IS OF HIM IS BORN OF HIM, AND NOT MADE BY HIM OUT OF NOTHING, AND THAT IT IS THEREFORE PERFECTLY, THAT IS, [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLY, GOOD LIKE GOD HIMSELF. SO, WE SEE THAT IT IS UNREASONABLE TO REQUIRE THAT THINGS MADE OUT OF NOTHING SHOULD BE AS PERFECTLY GOOD AS HE WHO WAS BEGOTTEN OF GOD HIMSELF, AND WHO IS ONE AS GOD IS ONE, OTHERWISE GOD WOULD HAVE BEGOTTEN SOMETHING UNLIKE HIMSELF. HENCE IT SHOWS IGNORANCE AND IMPIETY TO SEEK FOR BRETHREN FOR THIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON THROUGH WHOM ALL GOOD THINGS WERE MADE BY THE FATHER OUT OF NOTHING, EXCEPT IN THIS, THAT HE CONDESCENDED TO APPEAR AS MAN. ACCORDINGLY, IN SCRIPTURE HE IS CALLED BOTH ONLY-BEGOTTEN AND FIRST-BEGOTTEN; ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER, AND FIRST-BEGOTTEN FROM THE DEAD. "AND WE BEHELD," SAYS JOHN, "HIS GLORY, THE GLORY AS OF THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER, FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH." JOHN 1:14 AND PAUL SAYS, "THAT HE MIGHT BE THE FIRST-BORN AMONG MANY BRETHREN." ROMANS 8:29
43. BUT SHOULD WE SAY, THESE THINGS MADE OUT OF NOTHING ARE NOT GOOD THINGS, BUT ONLY GOD'S NATURE IS GOOD, WE SHALL BE UNJUST TO GOOD THINGS OF GREAT VALUE. AND THERE IS IMPIETY IN CALLING IT A DEFECT IN ANYTHING NOT TO BE WHAT GOD IS, AND IN DENYING A THING TO BE GOOD BECAUSE IT IS INFERIOR TO GOD. PRAY SUBMIT THEN, YOUR NATURE OF THE RATIONAL SOUL, TO BE SOMEWHAT LESS THAN GOD, BUT ONLY SO FAR LESS, THAT AFTER HIM NOTHING ELSE IS ABOVE YOU. SUBMIT, I SAY, AND YIELD TO HIM, LEST HE DRIVE YOU STILL LOWER INTO DEPTHS WHERE THE PUNISHMENT INFLICTED WILL CONTINUALLY DETRACT MORE AND MORE FROM THE GOOD WHICH YOU HAVE. THOU EXALTEST YOURSELF AGAINST GOD, IF YOU ARE INDIGNANT AT HIS PRECEDING YOU; AND YOU ARE VERY CONTUMACIOUS IN YOUR THOUGHTS OF HIM, IF YOU DO NOT REJOICE UNSPEAKABLY IN THE POSSESSION OF THIS GOOD, THAT HE ALONE IS ABOVE YOU. THIS BEING SETTLED AS CERTAIN, YOU ARE NOT TO SAY, GOD SHOULD HAVE MADE ME THE ONLY NATURE: THERE SHOULD BE NO GOOD THING AFTER ME. IT COULD NOT BE THAT THE NEXT GOOD THING TO GOD SHOULD BE THE LAST. AND IN THIS IS SEEN MOST CLEARLY HOW GREAT DIGNITY GOD CONFERRED ON YOU, THAT HE WHO IN THE ORDER OF NATURE ALONE RULES OVER YOU, MADE OTHER GOOD THINGS FOR YOU TO RULE OVER. NOR BE SURPRISED THAT THEY ARE NOT NOW IN ALL RESPECTS SUBJECT TO YOU, AND THAT SOMETIMES THEY PAIN YOU; FOR YOUR LORD HAS GREATER AUTHORITY OVER THE THINGS SUBJECT TO YOU THAN YOU HAVE, AS A MASTER OVER THE SERVANTS OF HIS SERVANTS. WHAT WONDER, THEN, IF, WHEN YOU SIN, THAT IS, DISOBEYEST YOUR LORD, THE THINGS YOU BEFORE RULED OVER ARE MADE INSTRUMENTAL IN YOUR PUNISHMENT? FOR WHAT IS SO JUST, OR WHAT IS MORE JUST THAN GOD? FOR THIS BEFELL HUMAN NATURE IN ADAM, OF WHOM THIS IS NOT THE PLACE TO SPEAK. SUFFICE IT TO SAY, THE RIGHTEOUS RULER ACTS IN CHARACTER BOTH IN JUST REWARDS AND IN JUST PUNISHMENTS, IN THE HAPPINESS OF THOSE WHO LIVE RIGHTLY, AND IN THE PENALTY INFLICTED ON SINNERS. NOR YET ARE YOU LEFT WITHOUT MERCY, SINCE BY AN APPOINTED DISTRIBUTION OF THINGS AND TIMES YOU ARE CALLED TO RETURN. THUS, THE RIGHTEOUS CONTROL OF THE SUPREME [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] EXTENDS EVEN TO EARTHLY GOOD THINGS, WHICH ARE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED AND [SEXLESSLY] RESTORED, THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE CONSOLATIONS MINGLED WITH PUNISHMENTS; THAT YOU MIGHT BOTH PRAISE GOD WHEN DELIGHTED BY THE ORDER OF GOOD THINGS, AND MIGHT TAKE REFUGE IN HIM WHEN TRIED BY EXPERIENCE OF EVILS. SO, AS FAR AS EARTHLY THINGS ARE SUBJECT TO YOU, THEY TEACH YOU THAT YOU ARE THEIR RULER; AS FAR AS THEY DISTRESS YOU, THEY TEACH YOU TO BE SUBJECT TO YOUR LORD.
CHAPTER 38. NATURE MADE BY GOD, [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION COMES FROM NOTHING
44. IN THIS WAY, THOUGH [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IS AN EVIL, AND THOUGH IT COMES NOT FROM THE AUTHOR OF NATURES, BUT FROM THEIR BEING MADE OUT OF NOTHING, STILL, IN GOD'S GOVERNMENT AND CONTROL OVER ALL THAT HE HAS MADE, EVEN [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IS SO ORDERED THAT IT HURTS ONLY THE LOWEST NATURES, FOR THE PUNISHMENT OF THE CONDEMNED [DAMNED], AND FOR THE TRIAL AND INSTRUCTION OF THE RETURNING, THAT THEY MAY KEEP NEAR TO THE [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE GOD, AND REMAIN [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT, WHICH IS OUR ONLY GOOD; AS IS SAID BY THE PROPHET, "BUT IT IS GOOD FOR ME THAT I KEEP NEAR TO GOD." AND YOU MUST NOT SAY, GOD DID NOT MAKE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE NATURES: FOR, AS FAR AS THEY ARE NATURES, GOD MADE THEM; BUT AS FAR AS THEY ARE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE, GOD DID NOT MAKE THEM: FOR [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION CANNOT COME FROM HIM WHO ALONE IS [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE. IF YOU CAN RECEIVE THIS, GIVE THANKS TO GOD; IF YOU CANNOT, BE QUIET AND DO NOT CONDEMN [DAMN] WHAT YOU DO NOT YET UNDERSTAND, BUT HUMBLY WAIT ON HIM WHO IS THE LIGHT OF THE MIND THAT YOU MAY KNOW. FOR IN THE EXPRESSION "[SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE NATURE" THERE ARE TWO WORDS, AND NOT ONE ONLY. SO, IN THE EXPRESSION, GOD MADE OUT OF NOTHING, "GOD" AND "NOTHING" ARE TWO SEPARATE WORDS. RENDER THEREFORE TO EACH OF THESE WORDS THAT WHICH BELONGS TO EACH, SO THAT THE WORD "NATURE" MAY GO WITH THE WORD "GOD," AND THE WORD "[SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE" WITH THE WORD "NOTHING." AND YET EVEN THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIONS, THOUGH THEY HAVE NOT THEIR ORIGIN FROM GOD, ARE TO BE OVERRULED BY HIM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ORDER OF INANIMATE THINGS AND THE DESERTS OF HIS INTELLIGENT CREATURES. THUS, WE SAY RIGHTLY THAT REWARD AND PUNISHMENT ARE BOTH FROM GOD. FOR GOD'S NOT MAKING [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IS CONSISTENT WITH HIS GIVING OVER TO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION THE MAN WHO DESERVES TO BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, THAT IS, WHO HAS BEGUN TO [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT HIMSELF BY SINNING, THAT HE WHO HAS WILLFULLY YIELDED TO THE ALLUREMENTS OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION MAY, AGAINST HIS WILL, SUFFER ITS PAINS.
CHAPTER 39. IN WHAT SENSE EVILS ARE FROM GOD
45. NOT ONLY IS IT WRITTEN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, "I MAKE GOOD, AND CREATE EVIL;" BUT MORE CLEARLY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, WHERE THE LORD SAYS, "FEAR NOT THEM WHICH KILL THE BODY, AND HAVE NO MORE THAT THEY CAN DO; BUT FEAR HIM WHO, AFTER HE HAS KILLED THE BODY, HAS POWER TO CAST THE SOUL INTO HELL." AND THAT TO VOLUNTARY [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION PENAL [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IS ADDED IN THE DIVINE JUDGMENT, IS PLAINLY DECLARED BY THE APOSTLE PAUL, WHEN HE SAYS, "THE TEMPLE OF GOD IS HOLY, WHICH TEMPLE YOU ARE; WHOEVER [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTS THE TEMPLE OF GOD, HIM WILL GOD [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT." 1 CORINTHIANS 3:17 IF THIS HAD BEEN SAID IN THE OLD LAW, HOW VEHEMENTLY WOULD THE MANICHÆANS HAVE DENOUNCED IT AS MAKING GOD A [SEXUAL] CORRUPTER [THE LORD HIMSELF DOES NOT ACTUALLY SEXUALLY CORRUPT, BUT HIS INFALLIBLE INERRANT WORD DOES TO THOSE ETERNAL CREATURES WHO ETERNALLY RESIST & ETERNALLY REJECT HIM & HIS TRUTH IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23]! AND FROM FEAR OF THE WORD, MANY LATIN TRANSLATORS MAKE IT, "HIM SHALL GOD DESTROY," INSTEAD OF [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT, AVOIDING THE OFFENSIVE WORD WITHOUT ANY CHANGE OF MEANING. ALTHOUGH THESE WOULD INVEIGH AGAINST ANY PASSAGE IN THE OLD LAW OR THE PROPHETS IF GOD WAS CALLED IN IT A DESTROYER. BUT THE GREEK ORIGINAL HERE SHOWS THAT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT IS THE TRUE WORD; FOR IT IS WRITTEN DISTINCTLY, "WHOEVER [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTS THE TEMPLE OF GOD, HIM WILL GOD [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT." IF THE MANICHÆANS ARE ASKED TO EXPLAIN THE WORDS, THEY WILL SAY, TO ESCAPE MAKING GOD A [SEXUAL] CORRUPTER, THAT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT HERE MEANS TO GIVE OVER TO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, OR SOME SUCH EXPLANATION. DID THEY READ THE OLD LAW IN THIS SPIRIT, THEY WOULD BOTH FIND MANY ADMIRABLE THINGS IN IT; AND INSTEAD OF SPITEFULLY ATTACKING PASSAGES WHICH THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND, THEY WOULD REVERENTLY POSTPONE THE INQUIRY.
CHAPTER 40. [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION TENDS TO NON-EXISTENCE
46. BUT IF ANY ONE DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION COMES FROM NOTHING, LET HIM PLACE BEFORE HIMSELF EXISTENCE AND NON-EXISTENCE— ONE, AS IT WERE, ON ONE SIDE, AND THE OTHER ON THE OTHER (TO SPEAK SO AS NOT TO OUTSTRIP THE SLOW TO UNDERSTAND); THEN LET HIM SET SOMETHING, SAY THE BODY OF AN ANIMAL, BETWEEN THEM, AND LET HIM ASK HIMSELF WHETHER, WHILE THE BODY IS BEING FORMED AND PRODUCED, WHILE ITS SIZE IS INCREASING, WHILE IT GAINS NOURISHMENT, HEALTH, STRENGTH, BEAUTY, STABILITY, IT IS TENDING, AS REGARDS ITS DURATION AND PERMANENCE, TO THIS SIDE OR THAT, TO EXISTENCE OR NON-EXISTENCE. HE WILL SEE WITHOUT DIFFICULTY, THAT EVEN IN THE RUDIMENTARY FORM THERE IS AN EXISTENCE, AND THAT THE MORE THE BODY IS ESTABLISHED AND BUILT UP IN FORM, AND FIGURE AND STRENGTH, THE MORE DOES IT COME TO EXIST, AND TO TEND TO THE SIDE OF EXISTENCE. THEN, AGAIN, LET THE BODY BEGIN TO BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED; LET ITS WHOLE CONDITION BE ENFEEBLED, LET ITS VIGOR LANGUISH, ITS STRENGTH DECAY, ITS BEAUTY BE DEFACED, ITS FRAMEWORK BE SUNDERED, THE CONSISTENCY OF ITS PARTS GIVE WAY AND GO TO PIECES; AND LET HIM ASK NOW WHERE THE BODY IS TENDING IN THIS [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, WHETHER TO EXISTENCE OR NON-EXISTENCE: HE WILL NOT SURELY BE SO BLIND OR STUPID AS TO DOUBT HOW TO ANSWER HIMSELF, OR AS NOT TO SEE THAT, IN PROPORTION AS ANYTHING IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, IN THAT PROPORTION IT APPROACHES DECEASE. BUT WHATEVER TENDS TO DECEASE TENDS TO NON-EXISTENCE. SINCE, THEN, WE MUST BELIEVE THAT GOD EXISTS [UNCHANGEABLE] IMMUTABLY AND [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLY, WHILE WHAT IS CALLED NOTHING IS CLEARLY ALTOGETHER NONEXISTENT; AND SINCE, AFTER SETTING BEFORE YOURSELF EXISTENCE AND NON-EXISTENCE, YOU HAVE OBSERVED THAT THE MORE A VISIBLE OBJECT INCREASES THE MORE IT TENDS TOWARDS EXISTENCE, WHILE THE MORE IT IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED THE MORE IT TENDS TOWARDS NON-EXISTENCE, WHY ARE YOU AT A LOSS TO TELL REGARDING ANY NATURE WHAT IN IT IS FROM GOD, AND WHAT FROM NOTHING; SEEING THAT VISIBLE FORM IS NATURAL, AND [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION AGAINST NATURE? THE INCREASE OF FORM LEADS TO EXISTENCE, AND WE ACKNOWLEDGE GOD AS SUPREME EXISTENCE; THE INCREASE OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION LEADS TO NON-EXISTENCE, AND WE KNOW THAT WHAT IS NON-EXISTENT IS NOTHING. WHY THEN, I SAY, ARE YOU AT A LOSS TO TELL REGARDING A [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE NATURE, WHEN YOU HAVE BOTH THE WORDS NATURE AND [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE, WHAT IS FROM GOD, AND WHAT FROM NOTHING? AND WHY DO YOU INQUIRE FOR A NATURE CONTRARY TO GOD, SINCE, IF YOU CONFESS THAT HE IS THE SUPREME EXISTENCE, IT FOLLOWS THAT NON-EXISTENCE IS CONTRARY TO HIM?
CHAPTER 41. [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IS BY GOD'S PERMISSION, AND COMES FROM US
47. YOU ASK, WHY DOES [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION TAKE FROM NATURE WHAT GOD HAS GIVEN TO IT? IT TAKES NOTHING BUT WHERE GOD PERMITS; AND HE PERMITS IN RIGHTEOUS AND WELL-ORDERED JUDGMENT, ACCORDING TO THE DEGREES OF NON-INTELLIGENT AND THE DESERTS OF INTELLIGENT CREATURES. THE WORD UTTERED PASSES AWAY AS AN OBJECT OF SENSE, AND PERISHES IN SILENCE; AND YET THE COMING AND GOING OF THESE PASSING WORDS MAKE OUR SPEECH, AND THE REGULAR INTERVALS OF SILENCE GIVE PLEASING AND APPROPRIATE DISTINCTION; AND SO, IT IS WITH TEMPORAL NATURES WHICH HAVE THIS LOWEST FORM OF BEAUTY, THAT TRANSITION GIVES THEM BEING, AND THE DEATH OF WHAT THEY GIVE BIRTH TO GIVES THEM INDIVIDUALITY. AND IF OUR SENSE AND MEMORY COULD RIGHTLY TAKE IN THE ORDER AND PROPORTIONS OF THIS BEAUTY, IT WOULD SO PLEASE US, THAT WE SHOULD NOT DARE TO GIVE THE NAME [FUCK IS THE NAME OF THE ETERNAL SEXUAL INTERCOURSE CORRUPTION IN THE ULTIMATE BEGINNING FROM THE LADY VICTORIA [BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] & THE LORD LUCIFER [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL] THAT THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD & EVIL IS UNIVERSALLY PLANTED & PLACED BY THE LORD HIMSELF IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN TO SHOW ALL, HOW, WHY & WHEN THESE 2 TOP ETERNAL CREATURES AS THE LORD LUCIFER THE CREATOR AGENT LORD BECOMING SIN AS MAN ILLEGALLY, UNLAWFULLY & UNAUTHORITATIVELY & THE LADY VICTORIA THE CREATOR AGENT LADY BECOMING TEMPTATION AS WOMAN ILLEGALLY, UNLAWFULLY & UNAUTHORITATIVELY THAT INDEED ETERNALLY SEXUALLY FELL IN PROVERBS 8:30-31; GENESIS 2:9; ISAIAH 14:3-21; 47:1-15; EZEKIEL 28:1-19; 1ST CORINTHIANS 2:6-16; JAMES 1:12-18; 3:13-18; 4:1-10 & REVELATION 17:1-18:24 AND THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS ETERNAL SEXUAL INTERCOURSE AS BEING SEXLESSLY INCORRUPTIBLE BECAUSE OF ACTS 14:15, WHICH UNDENIABLY PROVES THE ETERNAL SEXLESS IMPASSIBILITY OF THE LORD, HIS SEXLESS CHARACTER, HIS SEXLESS DEITY & HIS SEXLESS PERSON, IN THAT THE LORD HIMSELF ABSOLUTELY DOES NOT EVER HAVE SEXUAL CORRUPTIBLE PASSIONS, NOR DOES THE LORD CREATE ANYTHING THAT IS TOTALLY CONTRARY TO HIM, SUCH AS ANY SEXUALITY AS A WHOLE THAT IS ABSOLUTELY SATANIC/BABYLONIAN FORBIDDEN EVIL & SATANIC/BABYLONIAN FORBIDDEN GOOD, BUT INDEED DOES EVER HAVE SEXLESS INCORRUPTIBLE PASSIONS IN ILLEGAL, UNLAWFUL & UNAUTHORIZED SEXUAL INTERCOURSE & BY THIS THE LORD ALWAYS DOES HIS DIVINE CREATIVE WORKS AS BEING ABSOLUTELY MESSIANIC GOOD & MESSIANIC EVIL IN LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED DIVINE INTERCOURSE FOR SURE PROCREATION TO REPLENISH THE EARTH] OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIONS TO THOSE [ETERNAL] IMPERFECTIONS WHICH GIVE RISE TO THE [ETERNAL] DISTINCTION. AND WHEN DISTRESS COMES TO US THROUGH THEIR PECULIAR BEAUTY, BY THE LOSS OF BELOVED TEMPORAL THINGS PASSING AWAY [1ST JOHN 2:15-17], WE BOTH PAY THE [ETERNAL] PENALTY OF OUR [MAN’S] [SEXUAL] SINS, AND ARE EXHORTED TO SET OUR [SEXLESS] AFFECTION ON ETERNAL THINGS.
CHAPTER 42. EXHORTATION TO THE CHIEF GOOD
48. LET US, THEN, NOT SEEK IN THIS BEAUTY FOR WHAT HAS NOT BEEN GIVEN TO IT (AND FROM NOT HAVING WHAT WE SEEK FOR, THIS IS THE LOWEST FORM OF BEAUTY); AND IN THAT WHICH HAS BEEN GIVEN TO IT, LET US PRAISE GOD, BECAUSE HE HAS BESTOWED THIS GREAT GOOD OF VISIBLE FORM EVEN ON THE LOWEST DEGREE OF BEAUTY. AND LET US NOT CLEAVE AS LOVERS TO THIS BEAUTY, BUT AS PRAISERS OF GOD LET US RISE ABOVE IT; AND FROM THIS SUPERIOR POSITION LET US PRONOUNCE JUDGMENT ON IT, INSTEAD OF SO BEING BOUND UP IN IT AS TO BE JUDGED ALONG WITH IT. AND LET US HASTEN ON TO THAT GOOD WHICH HAS NO MOTION IN SPACE OR ADVANCEMENT IN TIME, FROM WHICH ALL NATURES IN SPACE AND TIME RECEIVE THEIR SENSIBLE BEING AND THEIR FORM. TO SEE THIS GOOD LET US PURIFY OUR HEART BY FAITH IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO SAYS, "BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD." MATTHEW 5:8 FOR THE EYES NEEDED IN ORDER TO SEE THIS GOOD ARE NOT THOSE WITH WHICH WE SEE THE LIGHT SPREAD THROUGH SPACE, WHICH HAS PART IN ONE PLACE AND PART IN ANOTHER, INSTEAD OF BEING ALL IN EVERY PLACE. THE SIGHT AND THE DISCERNMENT WE ARE TO PURIFY IS THAT BY WHICH WE SEE, AS FAR AS IS ALLOWED IN THIS LIFE, WHAT IS JUST, WHAT IS PIOUS, WHAT IS THE BEAUTY OF WISDOM. HE WHO SEES THESE THINGS, VALUES THEM FAR ABOVE THE FULLNESS OF ALL REGIONS IN SPACE, AND FINDS THAT THE VISION OF THESE THINGS REQUIRES NOT THE EXTENSION OF HIS PERCEPTION THROUGH DISTANCES IN SPACE, BUT ITS INVIGORATION BY AN IMMATERIAL INFLUENCE.
CHAPTER 43. CONCLUSION
49. AND AS THIS VISION IS GREATLY HINDERED BY THOSE FANCIES WHICH ARE ORIGINATED BY THE CARNAL SENSE, AND ARE RETAINED AND MODIFIED BY THE IMAGINATION, LET US ABHOR THIS HERESY WHICH HAS BEEN LED BY FAITH IN ITS FANCIES TO REPRESENT THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE AS EXTENDED AND DIFFUSED THROUGH SPACE, EVEN THROUGH INFINITE SPACE, AND TO CUT SHORT ONE SIDE SO AS TO MAKE ROOM FOR EVIL — NOT BEING ABLE TO PERCEIVE THAT EVIL IS NOT NATURE, BUT AGAINST NATURE; AND TO BEAUTIFY THIS VERY EVIL WITH SUCH VISIBLE APPEARANCE, AND FORMS, AND CONSISTENCY OF PARTS PREVAILING IN ITS SEVERAL NATURES, NOT BEING ABLE TO CONCEIVE OF ANY NATURE WITHOUT THOSE GOOD THINGS, THAT THE EVILS FOUND FAULT WITH IN IT ARE BURIED UNDER A COUNTLESS ABUNDANCE OF GOOD THINGS. HERE LET US CLOSE THIS PART OF THE TREATISE. THE OTHER ABSURDITIES OF MANICHÆUS WILL BE EXPOSED IN WHAT FOLLOWS, BY THE PERMISSION AND HELP OF GOD.
KEPHALAIA OF THE TEACHER
CONCERNING THE THREE BLOWS STRUCK AT THE ENEMY 
ON ACCOUNT OF THE LIGHT 
HE TURNED AGAIN AND SAID: "THE DARKNESS, THE ENEMY, ON THE OTHER HAND, RECEIVED THREE HARD BLOWS AND SUFFERED THREE WARS AND MENACING PERILS ON THE PART OF THE LIGHT IN THESE THREE WARS."
"THE FIRST BLOW: HE WAS REMOVED FROM THE CENTER AND SEPARATED FROM HIS LAND OF DARKNESS, FROM WHENCE HE HAD COME. HE WAS VANQUISHED IN THE FIRST WAR AND SEIZED AND BOUND BY THE LIVING SOUL."
"THE SECOND BLOW: THIS IS THE TIME WHEN HE IS DISSOLVED AND MELTED AWAY IN THE GREAT FIRE AND DESTROYED AND ANNIHILATED, OUT OF THE IMAGES, WHICH ARE ALL THE THINGS IN WHICH HE EXISTS, AND GATHERED INTO THE FETTERS CORRESPONDING TO HIS FIRST APPEARANCE, AND SO HE SHALL BECOME AS HE WAS AT THE VERY BEGINNING."
"THE THIRD BLOW, WHICH WILL STRIKE THE ENEMY, IS THE SETTING IN OF THE END, AND THE MALE IS PARTED FROM THE FEMALE. THE MALE SHALL BE CHAINED UP IN THE BOLOS [HEAP] BUT THE FEMALE SHALL BE CAST INTO THE GRAVE. HE SHALL BE DIVIDED INTO PIECES […] STONE IN THEIR CENTER OF ALL GENERATIONS AND ETERNITIES."
"THIS IS THE MANNER THE ENEMY SHALL BE BOUND, IN HEAVY AND PAINFUL BONDAGE FROM WHICH THERE IS NO WAY OUT, EVER, BUT THEY HAVE SUCCEEDED IN SEPARATING HIM OFF AND HAVE SEPARATED HIM OFF FOR ETERNITY." "FOR THIS REASON, I SAY TO MY LOVED ONES: HEARKEN TO MY WORDS WHICH I PROCLAIM TO THEE. HOLD FAST TO THE WORKS OF LIFE!" "ENDURE PERSECUTIONS AND TEMPTATIONS, WHICH WILL COME TO YOU, FORTIFY YOURSELVES IN THESE COMMANDMENTS WHICH I GAVE YOU, THAT YOU MAY ESCAPE THE SECOND DEATH AND THESE LAST BONDS, IN WHICH THERE IS NO HOPE OF LIFE, AND THAT YOU MAY AVOID THE EVIL END OF THE DENIERS AND BLASPHEMERS WHO HAVE SEEN THE TRUTH WITH THEIR OWN EYES AND HAVE TURNED AWAY FROM IT. THEY SHALL COME UNTO THE PLACE OF PUNISHMENT AT WHICH THERE IS NO DAY OF LIFE. FOR THE SHINING LIGHT SHALL HIDE FROM THEM, AND FROM THAT HOUR ONWARD THEY SHALL NOT SEE IT. THE WIND AND THE AIR SHALL BE TAKEN FROM THEM, AND FROM THEM THEY SHALL RECEIVE NO BREATH OF LIFE FROM THAT HOUR ONWARD. WATER AND DEW SHALL BE REMOVED FROM THEM AND THEY SHALL NEVER AGAIN TASTE THESE." "HAIL TO ALL THOSE WHO ESCAPE THE END OF THE SINNERS AND DENIERS AND AVOID THE RUIN WHICH CONFRONTS THEM IN CONCEALING FOR ALL ETERNITY!"
SPECIAL PSALMS
TASTE AND KNOW THAT THE LORD IS SWEET 
(PREPARATION FOR COMMUNION)
TASTE AND KNOW THAT THE LORD IS SWEET. CHRIST IS THE WORD OF TRUTH; HE THAT HEARS IT SHALL LIVE. I TASTED A SWEET TASTE, I FOUND NOTHING SWEETER THAN THE WORD OF TRUTH. TASTE AND KNOW THAT THE LORD IS SWEET. I TASTED A SWEET TASTE, I FOUND NOTHING SWEETER THAN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD. TASTE AND KNOW THAT THE LORD IS SWEET. I TASTED A SWEET TASTE, I FOUND NOTHING SWEETER THAN CHRIST. WHERE IS THERE A KIND MOTHER LIKE MY MOTHER, LOVE? WHERE IS THERE A KIND FATHER LIKE MY FATHER, CHRIST? WHAT HONEY IS SO SWEET AS THIS NAME, CHURCH? WISDOM INVITES YOU, THAT YOU MAY EAT WITH YOUR SPIRIT. LO, THE NEW WINE HAS BEEN BROACHED; LO, THE CUPS HAVE BEEN BROUGHT IN. DRINK WHAT YOU SHALL DRINK, GLADNESS SURROUNDING YOU. EAT THAT YOU MAY EAT, GLAD IN YOUR SPIRIT. THE BRIDE IS THE CHURCH, THE BRIDEGROOM IS CHRIST. THE BRIDE IS THE SOUL, THE BRIDEGROOM IS JESUS. REJOICE, AND KNOW YOU ARE THE SONS OF THE LIGHT. THIS IS THE TRUE JOY THAT WILL ENDURE WITH US! HERE IS, WORDS OF WISDOM, HEAR: HE THAT HUMBLETH HIMSELF SHALL BE RECEIVED, HE THAT EXALTETH HIMSELF IN SELF-GLORY, SHALL BE HUMBLED. HE THAT DIES LIVES, HE THAT LABOURS HAS HIS REST. AFTER THE LABOUR IS THE REST, AFTER SORROW THERE IS JOY AGAIN. LET US REJOICE IN THIS JOY FROM THE AEONS OF AEONS. GLORY AND HONOUR TO JESUS, THE MAJESTY OF THE HOLY ONES, AND HIS HOLY ELECT, AND THE SOUL OF OUR CHURCH, THE BLESSED MARY.
PUT IN ME A HOLY HEART, MY GOD
PUT IN ME A HOLY HEART, MY GOD: LET AN UPRIGHT SPIRIT BE NEW WITHIN ME. THE HOLY HEART IS CHRIST; IF HE RISES IN US, WE ALSO SHALL RISE IN HIM. CHRIST HAS RISEN, THE DEAD SHALL RISE WITH HIM. IF WE BELIEVE IN HIM, WE SHALL PASS BEYOND DEATH AND COME TO LIFE. THE SONS OF FAITH, THEY SHALL SEE FAITH: LO...COME, LET US PUT OIL IN OUR LAMPS. LET US GATHER IN AND BECOME WARM MILK; THIS CREATURE...HOPE WHICH HAS COME FROM ON HIGH. THE CREATURE OF THE DARKNESS IS THIS BODY WE WEAR: THE SOUL WHICH IS IN IT IS THE FIRST MAN. THE FIRST MAN WHO WAS VICTORIOUS IN THE LAND OF DARKNESS, HE ALSO TODAY WILL BE VICTORIOUS IN THE BODY OF DEATH. THE LIVING SPIRIT THAT GAVE HELP TO THE FIRST MAN, HE ALSO TODAY IS THE PARACLETE-SPIRIT (COMFORTING SPIRIT). ONE IS THE MIND THAT IS TO COME, THAT REVEALS, GATHERING IN, CHOOSING HIS HOLY CHURCH. PURIFY ME, MY GOD, PURIFY ME WITHIN, WITHOUT: PURIFY THE BODY, THE SOUL AND THE SPIRIT. LET...BE A HOLY BODY FOR ME: THE KNOWLEDGE...SPIRIT AND MIND FOR ME. PURIFY ME, MY GOD...IN THESE THREE...MY MOUTH...AND THE PURITY OF MY VIRGINITY. JESUS HAS RISEN: HE HAS RISEN IN THREE DAYS, THE CROSS OF LIGHT THAT RISES IN THE THREE POWERS. THE SUN AND THE MOON AND THE PERFECT MAN, THESE THREE POWERS ARE THE CHURCH OF THE GREAT WORLD. JESUS, THE MAIDEN, AND THE MIND WHICH IS IN THEIR MIDST, THESE THREE POWERS ARE THE CHURCH OF THE LITTLE WORLD. THE KINGDOM OF THE HEAVENS, BEHOLD, IT IS WITHIN US, BEHOLD, IT IS OUTSIDE US; IF WE BELIEVE IN IT, WE SHALL LIVE IN IT FOR EVER. GLORY, VICTORY TO EVERY MAN THAT HAS HEARD THESE THINGS AND BELIEVED IN THEM AND FULFILLED THEM IN JOY. VICTORY TO THE SOUL OF THE BLESSED MARY. 
LIGHT YOUR LAMPS
LIGHT YOUR LAMPS, FOR LO, THE SAVIOUR HAS COME; HE OF THE HOLY NAME, HE WILL MAKE REVELATION. LET US QUICKLY BREAK THE NETS OF THE BODY...LO HIM THAT IS BOUND, LEST WE COME TO A JUDGMENT. THE FLESH...OUR SPIRIT IS GLAD WITHIN US. COME TO US, BLESSED (?) JESUS, AND MAKE US GLAD. DO NOT FLINCH OR LOSE HEART, O MAN: THOU HAST...HEEDLESSLY WHAT THEY THAT HAVE FLINCHED HAVE DONE. DO NOT GLORY NOW, FOR THIS IS NOT A PLACE OF GLORYING: THE PLACE OF GLORYING IS THE LUMINARIES, THE PLACE OF REJOICING IS THE PERFECT MAN. MANY ARE THE SHIPS THAT HAVE GONE DOWN AFTER THEY WERE NEAR TO MOORING TO THE BANK; A NUMBER OF HOUSES HAVE FALLEN AFTER THE PARAPET HAD BEEN REACHED. SO, IT IS ALSO, MY BRETHREN, THAT THERE IS A SOUL THAT SHALL FIGHT AT FIRST AND THE STORM ARISES UPON IT AND THE WAVES SEIZE IT. THERE IS NONE THAT CAN FIGHT IF HE IS COMMITTED TO BOTH SIDES. THE INSIDIOUS AND THE MEDDLERS NEVER FIND GOD; BUT THEY THAT HAVE SHUT THEIR EYES, TO THE GOOD, FOR THEM HOW GREATLY I CARE THAT THEY SHOULD REPENT. UNTO WHOM DO I GO THAT I MAY FIND HIS HEART WELL-ESTABLISHED, THAT HE MAY SUPPORT THE BURDEN THAT IS UPON ME? HE KNOWS IT, THAT IT IS NAUGHT BUT SWEET. MEN HAVE BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO THE DARKNESS AND HAVE LOVED THE BURDEN OF THE SINS; BUT DO THOU BE ZEALOUS FOR GOD, MY SPIRIT, DO NOT FLINCH WITHIN THEE. DO NOT SEEK TO PLEASE MEN AND LOSE...HIDDEN THINGS OF SHAME, BRING THEM TO THE LIGHT, O SON OF GOD. FOR WHAT IS ANYTHING AT ALL IN THE SIGHT OF GOD SAVE THE HOLY? THE HOLY ALSO, IF THEY SLACK, SHALL SUFFER. BE THOU LIKE THE SUN, O FAITHFUL MAN, FOR HE DOES NOT SAY: 'FAIR AM I', THOUGH THE LIGHTS ARE A THING OF BEAUTY. BUT THOU, IF THOU WOULDEST BE LIKE THY FATHER, FAIR ARE OTHERS GLORYING IN THEE AND THOU HOLDING THY PEACE, OH THAT THE SAVIOUR WERE OURS: OH, THAT WE WERE WORTHY OF HIM. JESUS IS A SHIP: BLESSED ARE WE IF WE SAIL UPON IT. THE CHURCH IS A GARLAND FOR WHICH THEY GATHER IN EVERY CORNER: THE GARLAND-WEAVER WHO WEAVES IT CASTS ROSES...BUT THERE ARE FALSE ROSES THAT ARE ESTEEMED: WHEN THOU REGARDEST THEM THEY ARE FAIR, WHEN THOU SMELLEST THEM THERE IS NO SMELL AT ALL. WOE TO THEE, O FALSE ROSE, FOR THOU HAST LOST THE GARLAND...CHANGE IN TIME. GLORY AND VICTORY TO THE PARACLETE, OUR JOYOUS LUMINARY, OUR SUN THAT HAS RISEN FOR US, THE SAVIOUR OF SPIRITS, THE HELPER OF SOULS, AND HIS HOLY ELECT. VICTORY TO THE SOUL OF THE BLESSED, MARY, APA PANAI, THEONA.
PARTHIAN HYMNS & PRAYERS
HYMN ON THE THIRD MESSENGER AND THE ARCHONS 
MANICHAEAN HYMN IN PARTHIAN.
HE (THE THIRD MESSENGER) TAKES THE LIGHT AWAY FROM THEM (THE DEMONS)
IN MANY FORMS AND FASHIONS, BY GENTLE MEANS AND HARSH.
HE RELEASES THE CAPTIVES FROM BONDAGE.
HE PURIFIES HIS OWN LIFE AND HE EXHORTS THEM TO APPROACH THE VISIBLE
FORM AND TO FOLLOW ITS APPEARANCE.
BRIGHT SADVÊS SHOWS HER FORM TO THE DEMON OF WRATH.
SHE SEDUCES HIM WITH HER OWN APPEARANCE, AND HE THINKS IT IS REAL.
HE SOWS HIS SEED, ...HE GROANS WHEN HE NO LONGER SEES HER FORM.
LIGHT IS BORN IN THE SPHERE OF THE WORLD; SHE PASSES IT ON TO THE 
HIGHER POWERS.
FILTH AND DROSS FLOW FROM HIM TO THE EARTH. THEY CLOTHE THEMSELVES IN 
MANIFOLD FORMS AND ARE REBORN IN MANY FRUITS.
THE DARK DEMON OF WRATH IS ASHAMED, FOR IN HIS CONFUSION HE HAD BECOME 
NAKED. HE HAD NOT ATTAINED THE HEIGHTS, AND HE HAD BEEN ROBBED OF 
WHATEVER HE HAD ACHIEVED.
HE LEFT THE BODY AN EMPTY SHELL AND DESCENDED IN SHAME. 
HE WAS CLOTHED IN THE WOMB OF THE EARTHS, FROM WHERE HE HAD RISEN IN BRUTISHNESS.
THE HYMN TO THE FATHER OF GREATNESS
A HYMN ASCRIBED TO MANI, IN PARTHIAN.
YOU ARE WORTHY OF PRAISE, BENEFICENT FATHER, PRIMAEVAL ANCESTOR!
BLESSED ARE YOU, BENEFICENT GOD!
YOU, LORD, ARE THE FIRST ALIF AND THE LAST TAU.
THROUGH YOU YOURSELF YOUR PIOUS WISH HAS BEEN FULFILLED AND
ACCOMPLISHED.
ALL GODS AND AEONS, THE DEITIES OF LIGHT, 
AND THE RIGHTEOUS BRING PRAISE TO YOU, 
SINGING "HOLY" REPEATEDLY.
THE SPIRITS, THE PLANTS AND ALL...TRULY IMPLORE YOU
TO BLESSING. AND BRING FORTH SUPPLICATIONS WITH ONE VOICE.
GRANT US OUR PIOUS WISH...
THEY BEAR THE FORM, THAT WE HAVE GIVEN UP FROM AFAR.
BE MERCIFUL UNTO US IN YOUR MERCY;
SHOW US YOUR FORM, THE NOBLE EPIPHANY, FOR WHICH WE YEARN.
LET YOUR BRIGHTNESS SHINE UPON US, SWEET SOURCE AND BREATH OF LIFE!
MAKE, US, YOUR CHILDREN, STRONG.
IN VAIN THE DARK FOE BOASTS, TOGETHER WITH THE BELLICOSE,
REBELLIOUS GIANTS, IN VAIN HE WISHES TO CLING TO THE AEONS.
HYMN ABOUT THE CAPTIVITY OF LIGHT
MANICHAEAN HYMN IN PARTHIAN.
LO, THAT GREAT KINGDOM OF SALVATION, WAITS ON HIGH,
READY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE GNOSIS, SO THAT THEY MAY
FINALLY FIND PEACE THERE.
SINFUL, DARK PÊSÛS RUNS HITHER AND TITHER BRUTISHLY,
SHE GIVES NO PEACE AT ALL TO THE UPPER AND LOWER LIMBS OF LIGHT.
SHE SEIZES AND BINDS THE LIGHT IN THE SIX GREAT BODIES,
IN EARTH, WATER AND FIRE, PLANTS AND ANIMALS.
SHE FASHIONS IT IN MANY FORMS; SHE MOLDS IT INTO MANY FIGURES;
SHE FETTERS IT IN A PRISON SO THAT IT MAY NOT ASCEND TO THE HEIGHT.
SHE WEAVES A NET AROUND IT ON ALL SIDES, SHE PILES IT UP; 
SHE SETS A WATCHMAN OVER IT.
GREED AND LUST ARE MADE ITS FELLOW-CAPTIVES.
SHE MIXES DESTRUCTIVE AIR INTO THOSE SIX GREAT BODIES.
SHE NURTURES HER OWN BODY BOTH DESTROYS THEIR SONS.
THE POWER OF LIGHT ON HIGH CONFUSE ALL DEMONS OF WRATH,
THE SONS OF THAT PÊSÛS, WHO IS IN A HIGHER PLACE.
INVOCATION OF JESUS THE SPLENDOR
A MANICHAEAN HYMN IN PERSIAN.
WE WOULD FILL OUR EYES WITH PRAISE
AND WOULD OPEN OUR MOUTHS TO INVOKE YOU.
WE WOULD BRING TO YOU ... HONOR AND GREATNESS,
TO YOU, JESUS THE SPLENDOR, LIBERATED RULER AND
NEW DISPENSATION.
YOU ARE, YOU ARE THE GARMENT OF BLESSING.
YOU ARE THE DEAREST BROTHER.
COME FOR SALVATION, WHO ARE COMPLETE SALVATION.
COME FOR BENEFICENCE, WHO ARE COMPLETE BENEFICENCE.
COME TO BRING LOVE, WHO ARE COMPLETE LOVE.
COME AS PHYSICIAN, WHO ARE COMPLETE HEALING.
COME TO BRING PEACE, WHO ARE COMPLETE PEACE.
COME AS VICTOR, WHO ARE COMPLETE VICTORY.
COME AS LORD, WHO ARE COMPLETE LORDSHIP.
COME FOR REDEMPTION, WHO ARE COMPLETE SOUL-SERVICE.
WELCOME, NEW LORD AND NEW PHYSICIAN.
WELCOME, NEW REDEEMER AND REDEEMED ONE.
WELCOME, NEW GOD, NOBLE LUSTER AND GREAT LIGHT.
WELCOME, OH DAY THAT IS COMPLETE JOY.
WELCOME, OH YEAR THAT BRINGS A GOOD HARVEST.
WELCOME, ORIGINAL ONE AND PRIMEVAL FIRST-BORN ONE.
WELCOME, GOOD MEDIATOR...WHO MEDIATES BETWEEN US
AND THE FATHER.
HYMN ON THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS
MANICHAEAN HYMN IN PERSIAN WITH PARTHIAN WORDS.
SPEAK TO ME, LORD AND FRIEND, AND REVEAL TO ME, SON
OF THE MOST BELOVED, THE TIME OF YOUR COMING, WHEN 
YOU WILL APPEAR AT THE END.
OH, GREAT REDEEMER, MY TEACHER, SPEAK OF THAT TIME AND ITS SIGNS.
THE SPEAKERS, THE RIGHTEOUS AND CHOSEN ONES, WHO MUST LIVE
IN THE REALM OF THE LIE, DO NOT ACCUMULATE HERDS AND BELONGINGS. 
THEREFORE, THEY ARE PERSECUTED.
HA, THIS IRATE POTENTATE! HOW LONG WILL HE CONTINUE TO RULE?
HOW LONG WILL THE POOR AND THE FAMILY OF PEACE BE PERSECUTED?
TELL ME WHAT REWARD THE WISE AND RIGHTEOUS ONES THAT ARE NOW
PERSECUTED WILL HAVE.
YOU OF COMPASSIONATE RACE, TELL OF THE COMING SUBJUGATION OF
THE SINNERS WHO ARE NOW EXALTED.
THE STRONG AND VALIANT SON OF THE MOST BELOVED TAUGHT ME WHAT
I ASKED HIM:
THAT TIME, THE COMING YEARS AND PERIODS, WILL BE DIFFERENT FROM NOW,
BECAUSE OF THE ENSUING BATTLES.
FOR THEY (THE YEARS) SHALL FLOW LIKE WATER IN THE RIVERS, 
NOW THAT TIME IS NEAR AT HAND.
THE COVETOUS HERETICS THAT NOW REJOICE
SHALL YOU THEN VANQUISH, YOU WRATHFUL ONE.
THEY WILL BE PERSECUTED, AS THEY HAVE PERSECUTED,
AND THEY SHALL DO PENANCE FOR THEIR OFFENCES.
THEN SHALL THOSE WHO HAVE WEPT BE JOYFUL,
AND THOSE WHO NOW LAUGH WEEP.
HE WHO IS GRIEVED AND BELONGS TO THE FAMILY OF PEACE
SHALL BE REWARDED WITH PROSPERITY AND PROTECTION.
THEN THE RIGHTEOUS RELIGION SHALL HOLD SWAY OVER THE FALSE TEACHINGS AND NATIONS.
THEN SHALL THE SPRINGS OF LIVING WATER OPEN THEIR MOUTHS IN PRAISE.
LAMENT, GIVE HONOR AND PRAISE, FOR THE TIME IS NEAR,
OF WHICH THESE ARE THE SIGNS.
...THE ANOINTED.
THE VIHIDAN (?) OF THE RULER ARE CALLED.
PERSECUTION AND SUPPRESSION SHALL THEN BE RECOMPENSED BY ETERNAL LIFE.
HYMN ON THE FATE OF THE LIVING SOUL
A MANICHAEAN HYMN IN PARTHIAN.
I HAIL FROM THE LIGHT AND FROM THE GODS,
YET I HAVE BECOME AS ONE BANISHED, SEPARATED FROM THEM.
THE FOES ASSEMBLED ABOVE ME
AND TOOK ME TO THE REALM OF DEATH.
- BLESSED BE HE WHO RESCUES MY SOUL FROM DISTRESS,
SO THAT IT MAY BE SAVED. - 
A GOD AM I, BORN OF THE GODS,
A BRIGHT, RADIANT AND SHINING,
BEAMING, FRAGRANT AND BEAUTIFUL GOD.
BUT NOW I HAVE FALLEN INTO MISERY.
COUNTLESS DEMONS SEIZED ME,
LOATHSOME ONES CAPTURED ME.
MY SOUL HAS BEEN SUBJUGATED BY THEM,
I AM TORN TO PIECES AND DEVOURED.
DEMONS, YAKSHAS AND PERIS,
BLACK, HIDEOUS, STINKING DRAGONS
THAT I COULD HARDLY REPULSE:
I EXPERIENCED MUCH PAIN AND DEATH AT THEIR HANDS.
THEY ALL ROAR AND ATTACK ME,
THEY PURSUE ME AND RISE UP AGAINST ME…
HYMN EXHORTING THE SOUL TO REMEMBRANCE
A MANICHAEAN HYMN IN PARTHIAN.
...ALL SINS, THE INNER AND THE OUTER ONES, OF THOUGHT, WORD AND DEED,
WHAT IS IN THEIR HARMFUL CONSEQUENCE?
TEACH THAT PIOUS AND SINFUL THOUGHT ARE INTERTWINED, AND DISTINGUISHABLE
BETWEEN THEM.
COMPREHEND YOUR BEING AND THE PURE WORD, WHICH IS THE MASTER OF 
THE SOUL IN THE BODY,
AND THEREBY LEARN TO SEE THROUGH THE FALSE WORD THAT LEADS TO HELL,
EVEN THE HELL OF DARKNESS.
WEIGH, AS WITH A JUDGE`S SCALES, THOSE REDEEMED AND THOSE CONDEMNED
BY THE WORD,
REMEMBER THE CYCLE OF REBIRTHS AND THE TORTURE OF HELL, WHERE SOULS
ARE HURT AND OPPRESSED.
MAINTAIN THE FERVOR OF THE SOUL AND THE TREASURE OF THE WORD, SO THAT
YOU MAY ENTER THE PARADISE OF LIGHT.
(TWO VERSES MISSING)
RESTRAIN YOUR MIND FROM SINFUL REBELLION, WALK ON THE PATH OF THE 
PEACE UNTO THE HOME OF LIGHT.
HYMN TO THE LIVING SOUL
A MANICHAEAN HYMN IN PARTHIAN.
YOU, OH SOUL, WOULD WE PRAISE, OUR BRIGHT LIFE!
YOU WOULD WE PRAISE, JESUS MESSIAH!
MERCIFUL SAVIOR, LOOK UPON US!
WORTHY ARE YOU TO HONOR , REDEEMED SOUL OF LIGHT!
SALVATION TO YOU, AND MAY WE ALSO RECEIVE SALVATION!
WORTHY ARE YOU OF THE SOUL OF LIGHT, BRIGHT SHINING LIMB OF LIGHT.
YOU HAVE SALVATION, BRIGHT SOUL OF THE GODS THAT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS.
YOU SONS OF TRUTH, PRAISE THE SOUL, THE VALIANT GOD EAGER FOR BATTLE.
THIS FETTERED SOUL HAS ARRIVED, GATHERED IN...
...FROM HEAVEN AND FROM THE DEPTHS OF THE EARTH,
AND FROM ALL CREATION.
MERITORIOUS AND BLESSED IS THE AUDITOR WHO GATHERS THE SOUL
TOGETHER, AND BLISSFUL IS THE ELECT WHO PURIFIES IT.
THIS REDEEMED SOUL HAS COME,
IT HAS COME TO THIS CHURCH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.
PRAISE IT FOREVER, YOU ELECT,
SO THAT IT MAY WONDROUSLY PURIFY ME 
AND LEAD ME TO LIFE.
BLESSED ARE YOU, OH SOUL, YOU WITH THE DIVINE FORM!
BLESSED ARE YOU, OH SOUL, WEAPON AND BATTLEMENT OF THE GODS,
BLESSED ARE YOU, RADIANT SOUL,
SPLENDOR AND GLORY OF THE...WORLDS OF LIGHT!
BLESSED ARE YOU, DIVINE RADIANT SOUL,
WEAPON AND MIGHT, SOUL AND BODY, GIFT OF THE FATHER OF LIGHT.
HYMN TO THE THIRD MESSENGER
A MANICHAEAN HYMN IN PARTHIAN.
I WILL BRING PRAISE TO YOUR LIGHT,
SECOND GREAT ONE, GOD NARISAF,
BEAUTIFUL FORM, RADIANCE, 
JUDGE AND OBSERVER OF ALL...
LIGHT WITH A THOUSAND EYES...
WHERE YOU SET IS EXTINCTION, AND LIGHT IS WHERE YOU ARISE.
WITH YOU LIVES THE MOTHER OF THE RIGHTEOUS,
WITH YOU ABIDES ALSO THE LIVING SPIRIT;
WITH YOU ARE THE MIGHTY FATHERS THAT GATHERS PEARLS,
THE TWIN LIGHTS, THE TWO GREAT LAMPS.
IT IS A HOUSE OF PEACE WHERE THE GODS ABIDE,
THEY MOVE THE WORLD AND RADIANT LIGHT.
FULL OF JOY ARE THE DIVINE ABODES,
THE NOBLE SHIPS, THE FERRIES THAT ARE CREATED BY THE WORD.
THE MIGHTY POWERS, THE GIANTS EAGER FOR BATTLE,
WITHDRAW LIGHT FROM ALL CREATURES.
IN TWO BRIGHT FORMS THEY SEDUCE THE DEMONS OF WRATH,
AS IN OPEN JOY OF HEART
THEY COME AND GO INDEPENDENTLY AND IN WONDROUS POWER.
THE CHARIOTS OF LIGHT ARE THE GATE TO THE KINGDOM,
JOYFUL ARE THE MELODIES THAT SOUND FROM THEM.
YOU WILL I PRAISE, GOD NARISAF,
HONOR FIRST TO YOU AND TO YOUR WHOLE GREATNESS;
IN YOUR MERCY REDEEM EVEN ME, YOUR CHILD.
HYMN IN PRAISE OF MANI 
A MANICHAEAN HYMN IN PARTHIAN.
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OH SAVIOR OF OUR SOULS,
LORD MANI, APOSTLE OF LIGHT!
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OH REDEEMER OF OUR SOULS!
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OH GREAT SAVIOR!
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OH GREAT SHEPHERD...!
(FOURTEEN VERSES MISSING)
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OH BRIGHT GATHERER OF SOULS!
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OH MIGHTY AND STRONG ONE!
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION,  MOST BELOVED OF THE LIGHTS!
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OH LORD OF THE CHURCH!
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OH BEAUTIFUL TRUNK!
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OH NAME...
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OH DEAREST AND MOST BELOVED ONE!
HAIL TO YOUR TWIN AND TO YOUR GLORY, THAT HAVE COME FORTH WITH YOU!
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OH TWIN OF THE GODS!
HAIL TO THE BRIGHT GODS OF WHOM YOU ARE BORN!
(SEVEN VERSES MISSING)
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OH MESSENGER OF JOY!
SALVATION TO THE AUDITORS THAT HEAR YOUR MESSAGE!
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OH SAVIOR OF BEAUTIFUL
AND MOST BELOVED NAME!
HAIL TO THE BLESSED THAT HONOR YOU!
COMMEMORATIVE HYMN FOR MÂR ZAKU
A MANICHAEAN HYMN IN PARTHIAN.
OH GREAT TEACHER, MÂR ZAKU...SHEPHERD!
OH GREAT LAMP THAT WAS SO SUDDENLY EXTINGUISHED!
OUR EYES WERE DARKENED, MADE FAINT AND WEAK.
OH BATTLE-SEEKING HERO WHO LEFT HIS ARMY BEHIND;
TERROR SEIZED THE TROOP, THE ARMY WAS THROWN INTO CONFUSION.
OH GREAT TREE WHOSE HEIGHT WAS FELLED!
THE BIRDS STARTED TO QUIVER; THEIR NEST HAS BEEN DESTROYED.
OH GREAT SUN THAT SANK BELOW THE EARTH!
OUR EYES SAW ONLY DARKNESS, FOR THE LIGHT WAS VEILED.
OH ZEALOUS CARAVAN LEADER WHO LEFT HIS CARAVAN BEHIND
IN DESERTS, WASTES, MOUNTAINS AND GORGES!
OH HEART AND SOUL THAT HAVE DEPARTED FROM US!
WE NEED YOUR SKILL, YOUR REASON AND YOUR GLORY.
OH LIVING SEA THAT HAS DRIED UP!
THE COURSE OF THE RIVERS IS OBSTRUCTED AND THEY NO LONGER FLOW.
OH GREEN MOUNTAIN ON WHICH SHEEP GRAZE!
THE MILK FOR THE LAMBS RUNS DRY, THE SHEEP BLEAT PITIFULLY.
OH MIGHTY FATHER, FOR WHOM MANY SONS MOURN,
ALL THE CHILDREN THAT HAVE BEEN ORPHANED.
OH LORD WHO WAS SPARED NO PAINS, WHO ENDURED WANT!
YOU CARED FOR THE WELL-BEING OF THE HOUSE OF GOD IN EVERY WAY.
OH GREAT SPRING, WHOSE SOURCE IS STOPPED UP!
SWEET NOURISHMENT IS HELD BACK FROM OUR MOUTHS.
OH BRIGHT LAMP WHOSE RADIANT LIGHT SHONE INTO ANOTHER WORLD!
DARKNESS BEFELL US.
OH MÂR ZAKU, SHEPHERD, BLESSED TEACHER!
OUR POWER IS NOW SEPARATED FROM YOU.
NO LONGER DO WE LOOK INTO YOUR BRIGHT EYES;
NO LONGER DO WE HEAR YOUR SWEET WORDS.
OH GOD SROSHÂV WITH THE SWEET NAME, BRIGHT LORD!
NONE IS LIKE TO YOU AMONGST ALL THE GODS.
WE SIGH AND WEEP BITTERLY, WE ARE GRIEVED,
WE CONSTANTLY REMEMBER YOUR LOVE.
YOU WERE EXALTED IN ALL THE LANDS,
THE KINGS AND THE GREAT ONES HONORED YOU.
LOVELY AND KIND WAS YOUR NATURE, MILD WAS YOUR SPEECH
THAT NEVER SUCCUMBED TO BITTER WRATH.
OH GREAT, STRONG GIANT WHO DISPLAYED GREAT PATIENCE!
YOU TOLERATED EVERYONE, YOU WERE RENOWNED.
OH RIGHTEOUS FATHER, MEEK AND MERCIFUL,
MAGNANIMOUS AND GENEROUS, COMPASSIONATE AND KIND,
YOU BRIGHT JOY TO THE OPPRESSED; MANY SOULS
DID YOU SAVE FROM MISERY, GUIDING THEM HOME.
STRONG, GOOD, POWERFUL ONE WHO HAS ATTAINED A THRONE
LIKE ALL THE APOSTLES, BUDDHAS AND GODS,
FIRST TO YOU WILL I PAY HOMAGE, I YOUR MEANEST SON
WHO WAS LEFT BEHIND AS A HOMELESS ORPHAN BY YOU, FATHER.
ADDITIONAL NOTE:
COME, LET US WRITE A LETTER TO THE BENEFICENT KING OF LIGHT.
WE WILL REQUEST HIM: FORGIVE OUR SINS!
HOMILY ON THE CORRECT PREPARATIONS FOR THE SACRED MEAL
A MANICHAEAN FRAGMENT ON THE EUCHARIST, IN SOGDIAN.
...AND RECEIVE IT (THE SACRED MEAL) LIKE GOLD, TRANSMIT IT CORRECTLY AND 
COMPLETELY TO ITS OWNER (THE FATHER OF LIGHT) SO THAT YOU MAY NOT BE 
SUBJECTED TO EVIL. GUARD IT WITH CARE, PRESERVE IT WITH GREAT STEADFASTNESS,
SO THAT IT MAY NOT BE SOILED BY DRY OR WET BLOOD, JUST AS IT, IN TURN, MAKES
YOU GLAD AND JOYFUL. AND ALL OF YOU TOGETHER, KEEP IT FROM BEING...
BY JEALOUSY AND HATEFULNESS...REMEMBER YOUR FAULT ON THE DAY OF...
WHEN BY GREED IT WAS...
BEGIN TO PONDER: ONE`S BODY, WITH WHOSE SIGN IS IT DECORATED OR COVERED?
IN WHOSE SERVICE DOES IT STAND? AND WHAT IS IT THAT YOU EAT? FOR EVERYONE
WHO PARTAKES OF THE MEAL AND IS NOT WORTHY OF IT LOSES THE FRUIT OF HIS GREAT
EFFORTS AND IS SHUT OUT OF THE PARADISE OF LIGHT. BUT THE CHOSEN RIGHTEOUS
ONES AND THE AUDITORS WHO BELIEVE REALIZE THE GREATNESS OF THE LIVING SOUL
AND WILL BE JOYFUL IN THE PARADISE OF LIGHT, IN ETERNAL LIFE...
DEAR BROTHER, CLEANSE YOURSELF AND HEAR THE GOOD MESSAGE FROM ME.
IT IS A DUTY AND AN OBLIGATION TO THOSE WHO KNOW TO STAND IN THE CHURCH
UNDER THIS SIGN AND TO SERVE...
INVOCATION OF THE ANGELS
A MANICHAEAN TEXT IN PERSIAN.
COME, YOU SHALL LIVE TOGETHER WITH THE MIGHTY ANGELS.
GUARD AND PROTECT THE HOLY CHURCH,
AND CUT OFF  THE HEADS OF THE ADVERSARIES,
THE FOES OF PEACE.
MAY RAPHAEL, MICHAEL, GABRIEL AND SARAEL,
TOGETHER WITH ALL THE MOST POWERFUL ANGELS,
INCREASE PEACE AND FAITH
FOR THE WHOLE CHURCH OF THE EASTERN PROVINCE.
BLESSING UPON THE MIGHTY ANGELS!
MAY THESE POWERFUL ONES, THESE HUMBLE ONES, BE PRAISED,
SO THAT THEY MAY PROTECT THE "SONS OF THE RIGHT HAND!"
FROM THE SPIRITUAL (DEMONIC) AND TEMPORAL (FLESHLY) POWERS.
I BLESS THE GOD MANI, THE LORD, 
I VENERATE YOUR GREAT, BRIGHT GLORY,
I PRAY TO THE HOLY SPIRIT,
TOGETHER WITH THE GLORIES AND STRONG ANGELS.
PRAISE TO THE ALMIGHTY ANGELS! MAY THEY PROTECT
THE RELIGION OF THE GODS, 
AND MAY THEY OVERCOME 
THOSE ATTACKING RIGHTEOUSNESS…
THE ANGEL FULL OF WISDOM, THE LOVING DEITY,
BEAUTIFUL IN APPEARANCE, THE STRONG GOD,
HE OF NOBLE NAME, KING FRÊDON, AND THE VALIANT JACOB,
MAY THEY PROTECT THE CHURCH, AND US, THEIR CHILDREN!
MAY BLESSING AND PRAISE FROM ALL OF US 
BE ACCEPTED BY THE THREE LORDS,
SO THAT THEY MAY SEND US POWER AND STRENGTH
ON THIS DAY AND AT THIS TIME OF JOY.
MAY BLESSING COME FROM THE GODS ON HIGH
AND NEW HELP FROM THE POWER OF THE MIGHTY;
MAY IT COME UPON THE LAND AND ITS RULER,
SO THAT THEIR FAITH IN THE HOLY RELIGION MAY INCREASE.
THE INVOCATION OF BAR SÎMÛS
A MANICHAEAN TEXT IN PERSIAN.
I VENERATE BAR SÎMÛS AND JACOB
AND PRAISE BAR...
SO THAT THEY MAY INCREASE...
WITH JOY EVER ANEW ...  FOR THIS WHOLE COMMUNITY.
MIHR YAZD, OUR FATHER, REDEEMER AND BENEFACTOR,
TOGETHER WITH THE VALIANT FRÊDON AND ALL THE ANGELS.
MAY THEY PROTECT AND CARE FOR THE HOLY CHURCH
AND ITS BLESSED HEAD, THE LORD OF GOOD NAME.
OH, SUN THAT BRINGS LIGHT, GOD ZÊNÂRÊS,
TOGETHER WITH THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING,
MIHR YAZD, TOGETHER WITH ALL THE ANGELS,
THE FIVE AND THE TWELVE, 
MAY THEY ALL BE PRAISED BY THE HOLY CHURCH!
MAY NEW BLESSING, NEW VICTORY, COME FROM GOD ZURVAN
UPON THE GLORIES AND ANGELS AND THE SPIRITS OF THIS WORLD,
SO THAT IT (THE WORLD) MAY ACCEPT THE HOLY RELIGION.
MAY HE (ZURVAN) BE GUARDIAN, FRIEND AND PROTECTOR WITHIN
AND WITHOUT.
I INVOKE THE POWERFUL ANGELS, THE MIGHTY ONES, 
RAPHAEL, MICHAEL, GABRIEL, SARAEL,
SO THAT THEY MAY PROTECT US FROM ALL MISFORTUNE
AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL AHRIMAN.
I VENERATE THE LORD JACOB THE ANGEL,
TOGETHER WITH THE GLORIES, POWERS AND VALIANT SPIRITS,
THAT THEY MAY PROTECT US WITH THEIR MIGHTY POWER
AND MAY LEAD US WITHIN AND WITHOUT.
I JOYOUSLY VENERATE THE MIGHTY POWER,
JACOB THE ANGEL, THE LEADER OF THE ANGELS;
RECEIVE FROM THE WHOLE HOLY CHURCH 
BLESSING EVER ANEW, AND MIGHTY PRAISE!
MAY PEACE AND NEW SALVATION COME FROM GOD ZURVAN,
YOU GLORIES AND SPIRITS!
MAY BLESSING AND NEW JOY
FROM THE GODS AND THE ANGELS BE PREPARED FOR YOU!
MAY YOU LEAD US ON THIS WAY TO SALVATION!
MAY NEW POWER COME FROM JACOB THE ANGEL,
NEW JOY FROM ALL THE ANGELS!
MAY THIS LAND RECEIVE NEW AID,
MAY THEY (THE ANGELS) LEAD IT TO PEACE EVER NEW.
COME, YOU, GLORIES, SPIRITS AND POWERS,
GRASP THE RIGHT HAND...
INVOCATION OF THE GODS IN THE MOON -
A MANICHAEAN TEXT IN PARTHIAN.
ETERNAL PRAISE FROM THE WHOLE COMMUNITY THAT HAS BEEN PARDONED.
CHIEF OF THE MESSENGERS, LORD, FRIEND, JESUS, SAVIOR, RULER OF THE
HOLY RELIGION - 
YOU ARE ETERNALLY HOLY!
THE FIRST OF THOSE THAT GO OUT...WHO DISPEL THE DARK FOES,
BELOVED OF THE LIGHTS -  
YOU ARE ETERNALLY HOLY!
MERCIFUL MOTHER, MAIDEN OF LIGHT, SOUL OF THE GOD ZURVAN,
HEAD OF ALL WISDOM, WHO HAS ENLIGHTENED ALL THE GODS -
YOU ARE ETERNALLY HOLY!
SOUL GATHERING ANGELS, SEVEN SHIPLORDS...
A CONFESSIONAL PRAYER FOR THE ELECT
A MANICHAEAN TEXT IN SOGDIAN.
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT: TRUTHFULNESS...
THE SECOND COMMANDMENT: NONVIOLENCE.
...IF BY ME THEIR DIVINE LIGHT HAS BEEN INJURED: DAILY A SMALL PORTION
IS LOST ON THE WAY. FOR ALL THIS I SAY: FORGIVE ME!
THE THIRD COMMANDMENT: BEHAVIOR IN ACCORDANCE WITH RELIGION, 
WITH ITS TWO PARTS.
I CANNOT REMAIN VIRTUOUS...
FIRST: I DO NOT FRET AT THE CUTTING OFF OR PLANTING OF TREES (OR EVEN WHOLE)
GROVES OF TREES. I DO NOT CONSIDER THE AFFLICTION OF THE SPROUTS OF TREES
OR EVEN THE HOLY LIGHT ELEMENT ON A SPRING MORNING. 
WE ALL STRIVE TO PLANT AND TO SOW A GARDEN OR A PIECE OF LAND WITH OUR BODIES.
SECOND: THE MALE AND THE FEMALE BODIES...
THE HYMN ON THE END OF THE WORLD
A MANICHAEAN LITURGICAL HYMN IN PARTHIAN.
THE MESSAGE OF HEAVEN AND THE EARTH`S ANSWER:
HEAR, OH WORLD, THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE LORD!
WE WOULD INVOKE THE GODS THAT THEY MAY SAVE US
FROM THIS EVIL AGE OF TYRANNY, FULL OF STRIFE AND UNBELIEF.
OH ANGELS AND TWINS, SAVE US FROM ALL DISTRESS.
THAT TIME (THE END) HAS COME,
JUST AS THE REDEEMER (MANI) HAS WRITTEN.
HERE ENDS, THE HYMN ON THE END OF THE WORLD.
THE HYMN ON BODY-AND-SOUL
A MANICHAEAN LITURGICAL HYMN IN PARTHIAN.
SWEET PLACE OF REST, OH GARDEN!
MAY YOU BE A SWEET PLACE OF REST FOR ME
RETURN TO ME, REMAIN IN ME.
MAY WE BE OF ONE ACCORD THROUGH YOUR BENEFICENCE.
HERE ENDS, THE HYMN ON BODY AND SOUL.
THE FUNERARY HYMN
A MANICHAEAN LITURGICAL HYMN IN PARTHIAN.
SET INTO THE WORLD AM I, THIS DIVINE FORM, DEPRIVED OF MY HEAVENLY
APPAREL. AND I SAW THE REDEEMER, AS HE SPOKE TO ME IN LOVING KINDNESS.
HOPE THEN CAME TO ME WHEN I WAS CONSTANTLY OPPRESSED.
THE MARVEL WAS ILLUMINED FOR ME, MY MIND BECAME JOYFUL.
HOW QUICKLY, HOW HASTILY HAS COME THE END OF MY LIFE?
FREE ME FROM TERRIBLE DISTRESS ON THIS DAY OF DEATH!
COME, MY REDEEMER,  ACCOMPANIED BY PRAISE, SAVING GOD,
LORD MANI, TOGETHER WITH THE THREE SONS OF GOD.
REMEMBER, KIND GOD, THIS BELIEVING SOUL OF YOUR OWN CHILD,
AN AUDITOR, WHO FOLLOWS YOU.
BENEFICENT GOD, THINK OF ME, MY THOUGHTS ARE FIXED UPON THE FINAL DAY.
COME, OH GOD, LOOK UPON ME, MY HELPER AT THIS TIME OF DEATH!
HERE ENDS, THE FUNERARY HYMNS.
HYMNS TO THE SOUL
A MANICHAEAN LITURGICAL HYMN IN PARTHIAN.
...WORTHY ARE YOU OF SALVATION.
TO YOU, OH SOUL OF LIGHT, WILL I GIVE MUCH COUNSEL,
SO THAT YOU MAY ATTAIN REDEMPTION.
COME, OH SOULS, TO THIS SHIP OF LIGHT!
MY MOST BELOVED SOUL, WHO IS HAPPY AND NOBLE,
WHERE HAVE YOU GONE? RETURN!
AWAKE, DEAR SOUL, FROM THE SLEEP OF DRUNKENNESS
INTO WHICH YOU HAVE FALLEN!
LOOK UPON THE FOES, SEE HOW THEY PREPARE DEATH ALL AROUND YOU!
REACH YOUR HOME, THE HEAVENLY EARTH CREATED BY THE WORD,
WHERE YOU WERE IN THE BEGINNING.
THE DISTRESSED SOUL CRIES OUT LOUDLY BECAUSE OF WICKED GREED,
DECEPTIVE DELUSION AND THE DEVOURING BLAZE OF FIRE.
AN ANGEL FROM PARADISE HAS COME, A HERALD FROM THE KINGDOM.
HERE END THE BEAUTIFUL HYMNS TO THE SOUL.
HYMN IN HONOR OF THE DOMINIONS OF LIGHT
A MANICHAEAN HYMN IN PERSIAN.
ON THE TWELVE DOMINIONS.
(...)
NINTH: RIGHTEOUSNESS, THE SOWER OF GOODNESS.
YOU ARE A LIVING TREE, A FIRM COLUMN, WITH WHICH YOU PUT THE LIVING POWERS OF
THE VAHMAN IN ORDER, WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS AND GENEROSITY.
AND YOU PROCLAIM THEM WITH GREAT RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE LOWER COMMUNITY
AND THE UPPER COMMUNITY.
TENTH: THANKFULNESS, YOU GOOD REDEEMER, RESURRECTOR OF DEAD SOULS.
YOU FULFIL THE WISHES OF THE THREE IMMORTAL ONES, AND YOU GIVE UNDERSTANDING
AND BENEFICENCE TO THE CHILDREN OF THE FAITH, WHOLE LIMBS YOU HAVE VITALIZED
WITH THANKFULNESS. AND YOU CAUSED JESUS THE SPLENDOR TO BE HONORED.
ELEVENTH: GOODNESS, WHICH IS THE LIVING SPIRIT, THE WISDOM OF THE FATHER AND THE 
SPLENDOR OF THE GODS. YOU ARE THE REVELATION OF THE LIFE OF THE WORLD OF LIGHT,
AND THE FIRST OF THOSE REVELATIONS, THAT ARE FULL OF WONDROUS POWER AND WISDOM.
AND YOU CAUSED THE SPIRIT OF ZURVAN TO BE STRENGTHENED.
TWELFTH: LIGHT. YOU ARE LIGHT FROM THE WORLD OF LIGHTS. THOSE THAT ARE ILLUMINATED BY YOU
ARE THEMSELVES SIGNS OF LIGHT. YOU ARE YOURSELF THE PRAISED SPIRIT IN THE
HEARTS OF THE BLESSED. AND YOU FREED THEM FROM THE SLAVERY OF BEING IN 
THE STATE OF CONFUSION (MIXTURE OF GOOD AND EVIL).
AND YOU PRAISED THE RADIANT VAHMAN, THE RULER OF THE CHURCH.
WE REVERE WITH GREAT BENEFICENCE THE WHOLE COMMUNITY OF THE ELECT...
VERSES FROM A PARTHIAN HYMN
...LEAD ME, FATHER, TO MY OWN FAMILY!
FORTUNATE IS EVERY MAN WHO IN PURITY AND TRUTH
RECOGNIZE YOUR SKILL, YOUR MANLINESS AND WONDROUS POWER, OH GOD!
TO FULFIL COMPLETELY, OH GOD, YOUR COUNSELS AND YOUR COMMANDMENTS,
I SHALL STRIVE AND WAIT ON YOU. I AM ARDENT, BY DAY AND NIGHT.
EARTHLY PLEASURES AND THINGS OF THE WORLD, WITH GREED HAS AVIDLY
AND CUNNINGLY PREPARED, HAVE I GIVEN UP TO YOUR COUNSEL.
HEAR, OH GOD, MY SUPPLICATION, AND DO NOT HESITATE TO ACCEPT MY
VENERATION AND PRAYER.
LEAD ME OUT OF THIS POISONOUS DEEP!
THIS IS THE WAY, THIS IS THE MYSTERY, THIS IS THE GREAT COMMANDMENT
AND THE GATE OF SALVATION.
FULFILL IN ME, OH GOD, YOUR WILL. MAY YOUR GLORY PROTECT ME AND ALWAYS
FOSTER PATIENCE, ZEAL AND FEAR OF GOD IN ME.
MY EYE AND EAR...
THE CRUCIFIXION HYMN
A MANICHAEAN HYMN IN PARTHIAN.
...BECAUSE OF SATAN THE SELECT WERE CHOSEN BY JESUS.
HE (SATAN) WANTED TO BREAK THROUGH THE FIERY WAVES, TO BURN
THE WHOLE WORLD WITH FIRE. THE NOBLE RULER (JESUS) CHANGED HIS
GARMENT AND APPEARED BEFORE SATAN IN HIS POWER. 
THEN HEAVEN AND EARTH TREMBLED, AND SAMMAÈL PLUNGED INTO
THE DEEP. THE TRUE INTERPRETER (JESUS) AS FILLED WITH PITY BECAUSE
OF THE LIGHT WHICH THE FOE HAD DEVOURED. HE HAD RAISED IT (THE LIGHT)
UP FROM THE DEEP PIT OF DEATH TO THAT PLACE OF ZEAL FROM WHICH IT
HAD DESCENDED. 
HONOR TO YOU, SON OF GREATNESS, WHO HAS LIBERATED YOUR RIGHTEOUS
ONES. PROTECT, NOW, TOO, THE TEACHER MÀR ZAKU, THE GREAT KEEPER OF YOUR
RADIANT HERD.
(...)
AWAKE, BRETHREN, YOU CHOSEN ONES, ON THIS DAY OF THE SALVATION OF SOULS,
THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH OF MIHR, ON WHICH JESUS, THE SON OF GOD,
ENTERED PARINIRVANA.
HARKEN, ALL YOU FAITHFUL:
WHEN THE TIME FOR THE PERFECTION OF THE SON OF MAN HAD COME, ALL THE
DEMONS KNEW IT. AND THE LORD OF THE SINFUL DOCTRINE...COVERED HIMSELF 
IN DECEIT. AND THE DEMONS TOOK COUNSEL WITH EACH OTHER. THE TWELVE THRONES
ABOVE WERE DISTURBED. POISON FLOWED DOWN ON THE LOWER CREATION, 
UPON THE SONS, AND THE CHALCE OF DEATH WAS PREPARED FOR HIM (JESUS).
THE JEWS, THE SERVANTS OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], CONCEIVED OF A DECEPTION...
THEY CONSPIRED AGAINST THE SON OF MAN. THEY DEVISED EVIL; IN DECEPTION
THEY BROUGHT FORTH FALSE WITNESSES. ACCURSED SATAN, WHO HAD ALWAYS
TROUBLED THE APOSTLES, MOLESTED THE HERD OF CHRIST. HE TURNED THE TREACHEROUS
ISCARIOT INTO A STEED, WHEN THE MOST BELOVED JESUS TRUSTED THE DISCIPLES.
HE (JUDAS) INDICATED HIM TO THE NIGHT-WATCHMAN BY A KISS ON HIS HAND.
HE DELIVERED THE SON OF GOD TO THE FOES. HE BETRAYED TRUTH. FOR THE
SAKE OF A REWARD THAT THE JEWS GAVE, HE OFFERED UP HIS OWN LORD AND TEACHER.
 HYMNS AND WRITINGS ASCRIBED TO MANI
THE PRAISE OF THE LESSER ONES [ACTS 7:42]
HYMN ASCRIBED TO MANI, IN PARTHIAN.
...ETERNALLY SHALL WE PRAISE YOU, WE AND OUR KIN, WHO ARE CHOSEN,
AND THE FAMILY, TO WHICH WE BELONG, THAT IS THOSE THAT ARE OF YOU.
FATHER, WE WOULD CALL UPON YOU, WE WOULD LIFT UP OUR EYES TO YOU.
OUR SOULS SING BEFORE YOU, SO THAT YOU MAY BE MERCIFUL TO US IN
YOUR GREAT MERCY, SO THAT YOU MAY SEND US THE HELPER...
(SOME VERSES MISSING)
HOLY, HOLY, TO YOUR TWELVE WORLDS OF LIGHT.
HOLY, HOLY TO THE WORLDS OF LIGHT THAT ARE APPOINTED
AS JEWELS TO YOUR GREATNESS.
HOLY TO THE LIVING ETHER, THE BRIGHT STOREROOM OF THE WONDERFUL WORLDS,
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY TO THE PRAISED EARTH,
HOLY TO THE BRIGHT APPEARANCE OF THE BLESSED INHABITANTS...
(SOME VERSES MISSING)
HOLY, HOLY TO YOUR GREATNESS, YOU HIGHEST OF ALL EPIPHANIES,
AND TO YOUR BRIGHT BEAUTY WHICH IS IMMEASURABLE,
HOLY, HOLY TO YOU, FATHER!
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, HOLY TO YOUR PRAISED REIGN.
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY TO YOU, FATHER!
HOLY TO YOUR CHOSEN NAME!
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY TO YOU, FATHER!
(SOME VERSES MISSING)
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY TO YOUR GREAT THOUGHT FROM WHICH EVERY 
BENEFICIAL AND ZEALOUS THOUGHT HAS ARISEN.
HOLY TO YOUR GREAT UNDERSTANDING FROM WHICH EVERY 
BENEFICIAL AND ZEALOUS UNDERSTANDING HAS ARISEN.
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY TO YOU, FATHER!
HOLY TO YOUR GREAT AND PRAISED ETHER THAT IS ABOVE 
ALL ETHERS IN THE WORLD.
PRAISE OF THE GREAT ONES [ACTS 7:42]
HYMN ASCRIBED TO MANI.
PRAISED, LIVING, VIGILANT AND IMMORTAL ARE YOU, OH BEAUTIFUL FORM,
LORD JESUS THE SPLENDOR, BEST LOVED OF ALL THE KINGS OF LIGHT,
RULER, MESSIAH!
GIVE TO US, LORD, OF YOUR GOOD GIFTS, FOR YOU ARE THE BEGINNING OF 
ALL GOOD GIFTS ...
YOU ARE THE PHYSICIAN...
YOU ARE, LORD, THE REDEEMER, THE SAVIOR...
(A NUMBER OF LINES MISSING)
PRAISED, LIVING, VIGILANT AND IMMORTAL ARE YOU, OH BLESSED SIGN,
SPIRIT AND BEAUTIFUL FORM, LORD JESUS THE SPLENDOR!
MOST NOBLE OF THE BEINGS OF LIGHT,
...LOVING AND BENEFICENT ONE,
ARDENT, BRIGHT AND GLORIOUS ONE!
YOU ARE OUR GOD...
RULER, GOD...LIFE-GIVER!
WE WOULD FULFILL: MANI'S HYMN TO JESUS, THE KING
A HYMN ASCRIBED TO MANI. VERSES IN SOGDIAN
HYMN IN PRAISE OF JESUS, THE KING.
WITH MOUTHS FULL OF PRAISE WE WOULD BLESS THEE,
PRAISE AND HONOR TO THE GREAT MOON OF LIGHT,
TO THE LIFE-GIVER, THE DEAR SON OF THE GOD ZURVÂN,
TO THE MERCIFUL LORD OF THE WHOLE WORLD!
YOU WE DO INVOKE WITH A LOUD VOICE,
MAY YOUR LIGHT ENTER OUR MINDS;
YOUR POWER IS GATHERED IN OUR LIMBS,
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION,
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION,
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION,
LIGHT OF THE WHOLE WORLD!
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OUR WHOLE SELF,
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, LIGHT IN OUR MINDS,
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, BENEFICENT GOD
WHO ARE KINDLIER THAN ALL OTHER GODS.
VERSES IN PARTHIAN, CONTINUING:
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, GREAT LIFE-GIVER OF ALL LIFE-GIVERS.
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, THIRD GREAT ONE, WHO ARE THE
MEDIATOR BETWEEN US AND THE FATHER.
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, REDEEMER OF OUR SOULS FROM THE
MIDST OF THE DEAD.
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OUR UPPER EYE, AND OUR EAR 
WITH WHICH WE HEAR.
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OUR PRIMEVAL RIGHT HAND AND OUR
BREATH OF LIFE.
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OUR UNIFIED NOUS AND OUR TRUE MIND.
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OUR WHOLE INTELLIGENCE , OUR ARDENT
THOUGHT AND OUR UNDERSTANDING FREE OF GRIEF.
(SOME VERSES MISSING)
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OUR GREAT DOOR AND SHIP OF OUR SOULS.
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OUR NEW DOMINION AND OUR EXALTED
FLOCK, BELOVED SON.
YOU HAVE COME WITH SALVATION, OUR BENEFICENT FATHER AND OUR TRUE HOPE.
YOU HAVE COME LIKE A FATHER, OUR BENEFICENT PHYSICIAN.
YOU HAVE ARISEN LIKE A MOTHER, AND YOU ARE HELPFUL LIKE A BROTHER.
YOU HAVE SENT US LIKE A SON,
YOU HAVE SERVED LIKE A SERVANT.
COME QUICKLY, BENEFICENT FATHER, PUT OUR SOULS IN ORDER...
PRAISE OF JESUS THE LIFE-GIVER
HYMN ASCRIBED TO MANI.
...ALL IN ONE MIND.
AND WE WOULD STRETCH OUT OUR HANDS IN INVOCATION.
AND WE WOULD LIFT UP OUR EYES TO YOUR BEAUTIFUL FIGURE,
AND WE WOULD OPEN OUR MOUTHS TO CALL UPON YOU,
AND WE WOULD PREPARE OUR TONGUES TO PRAISE YOU;
WE WOULD CALL UPON YOU, JESUS THE SPLENDOR, THE NEW DISPENSATION.
YOU, EVEN YOU ARE THE JUST GOD, THE NOBLE PHYSICIAN,
THE DEAREST SON, THE MOST BLESSED SOUL.
WELCOME, LIBERATED SOVEREIGN!
COME TO HELP, GOOD SPIRIT, MESSENGER OF PEACE,
HELPER OF THE MEEK AND VICTOR OVER THE AGGRESSORS!
WELCOME, REDEEMER OF THE IMPRISONED
AND PHYSICIAN OF THE WOUNDED!
WELCOME, YOU WHO DO AWAKEN THE SLEEPERS,
WHO DO ROUSE THOSE THAT SLUMBER,
WHO DO CAUSE THE DEAD TO RISE!
WELCOME, MIGHTY GOD AND SANCTIFYING VOICE!
WELCOME, TRUE LOGOS, GREAT LAMP AND BOUNTIFUL LIGHT!
WELCOME, NEW RULER AND NEW DAY!
WELCOME, FOUNDATION OF THE WORLDS AND SACRED MEAL OF MANY!
WELCOME, GIFT OF THE GOOD, BLESSING OF THE GENTLE,
WHO IS VENERATED BY THOSE THAT SANCTIFY!
WELCOME, LOVING FATHER, MUNIFICENT BENEFACTOR
OF THOSE THAT TAKE REFUGE IN YOU!
WELCOME, OUR FATHER, WHO ARE OUR MIGHTY REFUGE,
IN WHOM WE FIRMLY TRUST!
(SIX LINES MISSING)
HAVE MERCY UPON US AND SHOW US YOUR LOVE,
OH BENEFICENT ONE WHO ARE ALL LOVE!
AND RECKON US NOT AMONG THE EVILDOERS!
SAVE THOSE THAT HAVE TAKEN REFUGE IN YOU,
AND BE MERCIFUL TO US.
OH, MOST BELOVED AND LOVING ONE,
WE HAVE SEEN YOU, THE NEW DISPENSATION,
AND WE HAVE YEARNED FOR YOU WHO ARE ALL LOVE.
JOYFULLY HAVE WE SEEN YOU, LOVING LORD, 
AND YOUR NAME DO WE ACKNOWLEDGE, MAM-SIN.
SEPARATE US FROM THE COMPANY OF SINNERS
AND DISTANCE US FROM THE AGGRESSORS.
LORD, WE ARE YOUR OWN, HAVE MERCY UPON US!
COME QUICKLY, HASTEN TO VANQUISH THE SINNERS,
FOR THEY ARE HAUGHTY AND HAVE SAID,
"WE ARE WHO WE ARE, AND NO ONE IS LIKE US."
BE MIGHTY AND VANQUISH THE AGGRESSORS!
(THREE LINES MISSING)
WE PRAISE YOUR NAME WHICH IS TRULY PRAISEWORTHY,
AND YOUR NOBLE GREATNESS WHICH IS PURE JOY.
PRAISE BE TO YOUR NAME, FATHER,
AND HONOR TO YOUR GREATNESS!
BE IT SO FOR EVER AND EVER!
UNTITLED PSALM FRAGMENT, ASCRIBED TO MANI.
WELCOME, MY GREAT STATURE,
WELCOME, MY BRIGHT FORM,
WELCOME, MY SHINING APPEARANCE!
(...)
WELCOME, MY POWERFUL WORD,
FROM WHICH I LET OTHERS DRINK ETERNAL LIFE!
(...)
WELCOME, MY NOURISHING MEAL,
WITH WHICH I SATISFY THE HUNGER OF MY FRIENDS!
WELCOME, MY CHALICE OF SALVATION,
WITH WHICH I DELIGHT THE LOVED ONES!
WELCOME, MY STRONG SHIELD AND MY TRUSTY SWORD
OF SPEECH AND HEARING,
AND MY WELL-PREPARED ARMOR, WHICH IS IN ALL ALERTNESS.
WELCOME, COMRADE AND COMPANION IN ALL BATTLES!
THE OPENING WORDS OF THE LIVING GOSPEL
A FRAGMENT OF A WRITING ASCRIBED TO MANI, IN SOGDIAN AND PERSIAN.
THE MOST BELOVED SON, THE SAVIOR JESUS, THE HEAD OF ALL THESE GIFTS, 
WHO IS A REFUGE FOR THE HOLY AND A BLESSING FOR THE WISE, IS EXALTED. 
MAY HE BE PRAISED!
THE MAIDEN OF LIGHT, THE CHIEF OF ALL WISDOM, IS EXALTED. 
MAY SHE BE PRAISED!
THE HOLY RELIGION, BY THE POWER OF THE FATHER, 
BY THE BLESSING OF THE MOTHER AND BY THE WISDOM OF THE SON, IS EXALTED. 
MAY IT BE PRAISED!
WELL-BEING AND BLESSING TO THE SONS OF GOODNESS 
AND TO THE SPEAKERS AND HEARERS OF THE TRUE WORD! 
PRAISE AND HONOR TO THE FATHER AND THE SON 
AND THE HOLY SPIRIT AND TO THE HOLY RECOLLECTION!
HE (MANI) TEACHES THE WORD OF THE LIVING GOSPEL
FOR EYE AND EAR, AND HE PREACHES THE FRUIT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.

I, MANI, THE APOSTLE OF JESUS THE FRIEND, BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER, 
THE TRUE GOD, OF HIM, BY WHOM I HAVE BECOME...
EVERYTHING THAT IS AND EVERYTHING THAT WAS AND WILL BE IS BY HIS POWER. 
THE BLESSED ONES WILL RECEIVE THIS MESSAGE, 
THE WISE ONES UNDERSTAND IT, 
THE STRONG ONES WILL TAKE ON THE WISDOM OF THE WISE...
THE SWEET TEACHING OF THE SINLESS
AN APOCRYPHAL EPISTLE TO MAR AMMO, ASCRIBED TO MANI.
A FRAGMENT OF A WRITING ASCRIBED TO MANI, IN PARTHIAN.
...AND IF SOMEONE STRIKES YOU, DO NOT STRIKE HIM BACK. AND IF SOMEONE HATES YOU, DO NOT HATE HIM IN RETURN. AND IF SOMEONE ENVIES YOU, DO NOT ENVY HIM FOR YOUR PART. AND IF SOMEONE IS ANGRY WITH YOU, SPEAK KINDLY WITH HIM ALWAYS. AND DO NOT DO YOURSELF WHAT YOU DETEST IN ANOTHER PERSON. RATHER, ONE SHOULD ENDURE INSULTS AND OTHER ABUSES FROM ONE`S SUPERIORS, FROM ONE`S EQUALS AND ONE`S SUBORDINATES; NOBODY CAN MAKE THE PATIENT DÈNÀVAR (DEVOUT ONE) WAVER EVEN SLIGHTLY. IT IS LIKE SOMEONE THROWING FLOWERS AT AN ELEPHANT. OR IT IS LIKE RAINDROPS FALLING UPON A STONE; THE RAINDROUPS COULD NOT MELT THE STONE. LIKEWISE, INSULTS AND ABUSES SHOULD NOT CAUSE A PATIENT DENAVAR TO WAVER EVEN SLIGHTLY.
THERE ARE TIMES WHEN THE DENAVAR SHOULD HOLD HIMSELF AS HIGH AS MOUNT SUMERU. AND THERE ARE TIMES WHEN THE DENAVAR SHOULD APPEAR AS A PUPIL, AND THERE ARE TIMES WHEN HE SHOULD APPEAR AS A TEACHER OR A SERVANT OR A LORD. LIKEWISE, IN THIS SINFUL TIME, THE PURE DENAVAR SHOULD SIT DOWN IN PIOUS MEDITATION (ANDESISN) AND SHOULD TURN AWAY FROM SIN AND DEVELOP WHAT IS GOOD...
(A NUMBER OF LINES ILLEGIBLE)
AND I, MAR MANI, AM THIS SINLESS ONE (NÀG) WHO IS THE WRITER AND YOU, MAR AMMO, ARE THE ADDRESSEE. AND HE WHOSE NAME IS AKUNDAG IS AHRIMAN (THE DEVIL). I HAVE SPOKEN THESE WORDS SO THAT EVERYONE WHO PAY HEED TO THEM AND LISTEN TO THEM ATTENTIVELY. FOR EVERYONE WHO HEARS AND BELIEVES THEM AND KEEP THEM IN MIND AND SERVES THROUGH PIOUS DEEDS SHALL FIND SALVATION FROM THIS CYCLE OF REBIRTHS, AND SHALL BE SAVED FROM HIS SINS. FOR I, MAR MANI, AND YOU, MAR AMMO, AND ALL THOSE PEOPLE OF OLD AS WELL AS ALL THOSE FORTUNATE ONES THAT ARE REBORN IN THIS TIME, AND LIKEWISE THOSE THAT SHALL BE REBORN IN THE FUTURE, SHALL BE SAVED FROM THIS CYCLE OF REBIRTH THROUGH THIS BEHAVIOR AND THIS HUMILITY. FOR IN THIS CYCLE OF REBIRTHS (THIS LIFE) THERE IS NOTHING GOOD EXCEPT FOR THE MERIT ACCUMULATED BY MEN OF UNDERSTANDING AND THEIR PIOUS DEEDS. THOSE WHO FOLLOW ME, MAR MANI, AND PUT THEIR HOPE IN GOD OHRMIZD AND WANT THE PURE AND RIGHTEOUS ELECT TO BE THEIR LEADERS, THEY ARE THE ONES THAT ARE SAVED AND FIND SALVATION FROM THIS CYCLE OF REBIRTHS AND ATTAIN ETERNAL REDEMPTION. HERE ENDS THE SWEET TEACHING ABOUT THE SINLESS.
THE PARABLES
PARABLES ABOUT THE AUDITORS
A MANICHAEAN TEXT IN PARTHIAN.
...AND LIKE THE HIGHWAY ROBBER WHO KILLED THOSE SONS, SO YOU ALL WHO STRETCH OUT YOUR HANDS AGAINST THE EARTH...AND HARM IT IN EVERY MANNER...AND WITH YOUR WHOLE BODY YOU TRAMPLE AND INJURE THE EARTH...AND YOU MARTYR AND ILL-TREAT THIS LIVING SOUL FROM WHICH YOU WERE BORN, AND IT CRIES OUT AND LAMENTS CONSTANTLY BECAUSE OF YOUR HANDS THAT MISTREAT IT.
YOU AUDITORS WHO STAND THERE LADEN WITH SO MUCH SIN AND GUILT, YOU NEED ABSOLUTION AND GRACE ONCE AND FOR ALL FOR YOUR MANY SINS. THEREFORE, ASK THE ELECT DAY AFTER DAY FOR CONVENTIONS (?) AND ABSOLUTION SO THAT THEY...MAY BRING GRACE UPON YOU.
[EIGHT LINES MISSING]
THEY (THE PERFECT AUDITORS) ARE LIKE A MAN WHO IS...HEALTHY IN HIS WHOLE BODY AND FREE FROM PAIN, AND WHO HAS NO PAIN OR ILLNESS OF ANY KIND.
YET HE SCRATCHES HIMSELF A LITTLE AT SOME LIMB, AND HE STANDS UP 
RESTLESSLY AND TURNS TO IT (THAT LIMB) AGAIN AND AGAIN, AND WONDERS WHEN THIS SORE WILL BE HEALED, SO THAT HIS WHOLE BODY WILL BE WELL AND FREE FROM PAIN.
AND AGAIN, THEY ARE COMPARABLE TO A RICH MAN WHO...IS NOT USED TO BORROWING ANYTHING FROM ANYONE. AND THE NECESSITY FOR SOMETHING ARISES AND HE BORROWS A DRACHMA FROM SOMEONE ELSE. THEREAFTER, HE CONSTANTLY THINKS, "WHEN WILL I PAY BACK THE DRACHMA TO MY CREDITOR ACCORDING TO..." SIMILAR TO THAT...
PARABLE ABOUT THE FARMER
A MANICHAEAN TEXT IN PARTHIAN.
...HE GATHERS IN THAT WHEAT, AND HE TAKES IT TO THE VESSEL FROM WHICH
IT HAD COME. AND HE GOES TO HIS HOUSE FROM WHICH HE HAD COME,
FOR HE HAD ACCOMPLISHED THE TASK FOR WHICH HE HAD COME, AND 
BECAUSE HE HAS REAPED AND GATHERED IN WHAT HE HAD COME FOR, 
AND BECAUSE THAT WHICH IS STORED IN HIS VESSEL...

"...WE WANT TO RECEIVE...FAVOR AND ACCOMPANY HIM SAFELY ON EVEN PATHS."
AND THIS TESTIMONY THAT HE HAS SPOKEN IS TRUE.

FURTHERMORE, HE SAID, "TAKE HEED THAT NO ONE LEADS YOU ASTRAY,
FOR MANY WILL COME IN MY NAME, SAYING, "WE ARE JESUS (DISCIPLES?),
AND HIS TIME HAS COME." AND MANY WILL DECEIVE THEM.
PARABLE OF THE "PEARL-BORER"
A MANICHAEAN TEXT IN SOGDIAN.
A MERCHANT HAD MANY PRECIOUS GEMS. IN ORDER TO HAVE THEM BORED, HE HIRED A MAN FOR HUNDRED PIECES OF GOLD PER DAY, AND HE WENT WITH HIM TO HIS DOMICILE. WHEN HE (THE HIRED MAN) SAT DOWN, A LUTE HAPPENED TO BE THERE, AND THE WORKER LOOKED AT IT.
WHEN THE MERCHANT ASKED HIM IF HE KNEW HOW TO PLAY THE LUTE, HE ANSWERED, "YES, VERY WELL." FOR HE WAS SKILLED IN THIS ART. HE (THE MERCHANT) SAID, "THEN TAKE IT."  HE (THE HIRED MAN) THUS TOOK IT AND PLAYED BEAUTIFUL MELODIES IN A CORRECT MANNER FOR THE MERCHANT THE WHOLE DAY LONG, LEAVING THE BOX WITH GEMS OPEN AND BEATING THE TIME WITH HIS HAND AND SWAYING HIS HEAD TO IT, WITH GREAT JOY.
IN THE EVENING, THE WORKER SAID TO HIM (THE MERCHANT), "HAVE MY WAGES GIVEN TO ME." WHEN THE OTHER SAID, "HAVE YOU DONE ANYTHING TO EARN WAGES?", HE ANSWERED, "YOU HIRED ME, AND I DID WHAT YOU TOLD ME TO DO." THUS, HE URGED HIM, UNTIL HE RECEIVED THE HUNDRED PIECES OF GOLD WITHOUT ANY DEDUCTION, WHILE THE GEMS REMAINED UNBORED...THERE WAS A QUARREL, IT COULD NOT BE SETTLED.
SO, ON THE NEXT DAY THEY WENT BEFORE A JUDGE FOR A TRIAL.  THE OWNER OF THE PEARLS SPOKE THUS, "MY LORD, WHEN THIS GENTLEMAN SAW ME BESIDE THE BAZAAR, HE ASKED ME, "HEY, WHAT WORK CAN YOU DO?"  I REPLIED, "SIR, WHATEVER WORK YOU MAY ORDER ME TO DO, I CAN DO IT ALL." WHEN HE HAD TAKEN ME TO HIS HOUSE, HE ORDERED ME TO PLAY THE LUTE. UNTIL NIGHTFALL I PLAYED ON THE LUTE AT THE OWNER'S BIDDING."
THE JUDGE PRONOUNCED THIS VERDICT, "YOU HIRED THIS MAN TO DO WORK FOR YOU, SO WHY DID YOU NOT ORDER HIM TO BORE THE PEARLS? WHY DID YOU BID HIM PLAY ON THE LUTE INSTEAD? THE MAN'S WAGES WILL HAVE TO BE PAID IN FULL. IF AGAIN THERE SHOULD BE ANY PEARLS TO BE BORED, GIVE HIM ANOTHER HUNDRED GOLD DENARES, AND HE SHALL THEN BORE YOUR PEARLS ANOTHER DAY."
THUS, UNDER CONSTRAINT, THE OWNER OF THE PEARLS PAID THE HUNDRED GOLD DENARES, HIS PEARLS REMAINED UNBORED, LEFT FOR ANOTHER DAY, AND HE HIMSELF WAS FILLED WITH SHAME AND CONTRITION.
THE WISE GIVE THIS ALLEGORICAL EXPLANATION: THAT MAN WHO UNDERSTOOD ALL ARTS AND CRAFTS REPRESENTS THE BODY...THE PEARL-BORER IS THE BODY. THE HUNDRED DENARES REPRESENT A LIFE OF A HUNDRED YEARS. THE OWNER OF THE PEARLS IS THE SOUL, AND THE BORING OF THE PEARLS REPRESENTS PIETY. (KEPHALAION)
THAT ONE IS A RIGHTEOUS DÈNDÀR (ELECT), WHO SAVES MANY PEOPLE FROM HELL, AND SETS THEM ON THE WAY TO PARADISE. AND NOW I COMMAND YOU, HEARERS, THAT SO LONG THERE IS STRENGTH IN YOUR BODIES, YOU SHOULD STRIVE FOR THE SALVATION OF YOUR SOULS. KEEP MY INSTRUCTIONS AND MY WORDS IN MIND, THE STRAIGHT PATH AND THE TRUE MOLD WHICH I HAVE SHOWN TO YOU, NAMELY, THE SACRED RELIGION. STRIVE THROUGH THAT MOLD SO THAT YOU WILL JOIN ME IN ETERNAL LIFE.
THEREUPON ALL THE HEARERS BECAME VERY JOYFUL AND HAPPY ON ACCOUNT OF THE DIVINE WORDS AND PRICELESS INSTRUCTIONS WHICH THEY HAD HEARD FROM THE APOSTLE, THE LORD MAR MANI. THEY PAID EXQUISITE HOMAGE, AND RECEIVED...
AND AGAIN, THE APOSTLE, THE LORD MAR MANI SPOKE THUS:
"THE WISE AND SOUL-LOVING PERSON (THE AUDITOR) SHOULD DIVIDE THE DAY INTO THREE PARTS.  THE FIRST PART SHOULD BE DEVOTED TO SERVICE OF THE KINGS AND LORDS SO THAT THEY WILL BE CONTENT, THAT THEIR MAJESTY NOT BE INFRINGED, AND THAT THEY DO NOT START QUARRELING AND SCHEMING. THE SECOND TO THE PURSUIT OF WORLDLY AFFAIRS, TO TILLING AND SOWING, TO ALLOTMENTS AND LEGACIES, TO BUYING AND SELLING, SO THAT THE HOUSE BE MAINTAINED, THE WIFE AND CHILDREN NOT BE IN DISTRESS, AND THAT KINSMEN, FRIENDS, AND WELL WISHERS CAN BE SERVED...
THE PARABLE OF THE MONK AND THE GIRL
A MANICHAEAN TEXT IN PARTHIAN.
"...I WANT TO PLACE THE ALMS THEREIN (IN THE VESSEL)."
THEN THE WOMAN GAVE HIM A GIRL, AND THE MONK PLACED THE GIRL
IN IT. AND HE WENT AWAY. AND THAT WOMAN WAS VISITED BY...A 
...HUNTER. HE CAUGHT A WOLF AND BROUGHT IT TO...HE WANTED TO
PUT IT IN THE VESSEL. WHEN HE OPENED IT, HE SAW THE GIRL, AND SHE
WAS VERY BEAUTIFUL. IMMEDIATELY HE ASKED THE WOMAN, 
"WHAT IS IN THE VESSEL?" AND SHE ANSWERED, " A MONK PUT HIS
ALMS INTO IT." AT ONCE THE HUNTER TOOK THE GIRL OUT AND PUT THE
WOLF IN...
AT NIGHT TIME, THE MONK CAME, THINKING, "I WANT TO TAKE THE GIRL
...OUT." WHEN HE PUT HIS HAND INTO THE VESSEL...THE WOLF CAME
OUT AND ATE UP THE MONK.
THIS PARABLE DEALS WITH THE SINNERS, WHO, BEING CONSTANTLY SEIZED
BY...THINK THIS...BUT THEY GO TO DARK HELL. JUST AS THE MONK LOOKED
FOR THE GIRL AND FOUND THE WOLF...
THE PARABLE ABOUT THE TWO SNAKES
A MANICHAEAN TEXT IN SOGDIAN.
HERE BEGINS THE STORY ABOUT THE SNAKES "HEAVY-TO-CARRY" AND "LIGHT-TO-CARRY."
FURTHERMORE, IT WAS HEARD THAT THERE WERE ONCE TWO SNAKES, AND THE FIRST SNAKE WAS CALLED "HEAVY-TO-CARRY." THEIR BODIES WERE EQUALLY LARGE, AND THEIR TAILS WERE VERY LONG.
BEING OF ONE MIND, THEY LOVED EACH OTHER SO MUCH THAT ONE COULD NOT BEAR TO BE SEPARATED FROM THE OTHER. AND LO, THEY WENT ALONG A PATH TOGETHER. AFTER THEY HAD TRAVERSED MUCH LAND, ONE SNAKE GLIDED INTO A DEPRESSION. AND THE OTHER SNAKE PROCEEDED ALONG THE WAY.
ON ONE SIDE OF THE PATH THERE WERE A VERY STEEP MOUNTAIN, AND ON THE OTHER SIDE A VERY DEEP BODY OF WATER. AND ON THE PATH, A TRAPPER HAD SET UP A SNARE AND A PITFALL. INSIDE IT WAS FULL OF BURNING COALS, AND ALL KINDS OF FIERY APPARITIONS ROSE FROM IT INTO THE AIR.
THE TRAPPER WAS HIDING NEARBY. AND WHEN THE SNAKE CAME TO THAT PLACE, IT WAS PLEASED
AND AMAZED AT THE FIERY APPARITION IN THE AIR. BUT IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR IT TO AVOID THE PITFALL, FOR, ALA, IT HAD TO GO AHEAD ALONG THIS PATH AND THERE WAS NO WAY BACK. AND LO, IT PAUSED, AND THEN DARTED AHEAD, THINKING, "I WANT TO JUMP OVER THE PITFALL WITH MY WHOLE BODY."
BUT, BECAUSE THE PITFALL WAS VERY WIDE AND THE SNAKE'S BODY WAS LONG AND VERY THIN IN THE MIDDLE, AND ITS TAIL WAS VERY LONG, IT COULD NOT CROSS THE PITFALL. ITS HEAD CAME ACROSS, BUT THE TAIL REMAINED BEHIND LYING ACROSS THE PIT, AND THE SNAKE COULD NOT PULL IT OVER TO ITS NECK. SO, IT BURNED THERE AND DIED.
AND THE TRAPPER CAME QUICKLY, STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND TOWARD THE PIT, CUT OPEN THE HEAD NEATLY, TOOK THE STONE, AND WENT AWAY VERY HAPPY.
THE SECOND SNAKE CAME ALONG AND FOUND ITS COMPANION DEAD, ITS HEAD MUTILATED. IT CRIED OUT FROM THE DEPTHS OF ITS SOUL, "ALAS! YOU WERE VERY DEAR TO ME."  AND IT WEPT AND LAMENTED BITTERLY, WAILED PITIFULLY AND SAID, "O WONDERFUL BROTHER, HOW HAVE YOU DIED WITHOUT YOUR BROTHER AND IN SHAME?"
WHEN IT HAD STOPPED LAMENTING, IT THOUGHT TO ITSELF, "MY BROTHER DIED BECAUSE HE HAD NOT THOUGHT OF A REMEDY FOR THE BODY. IF I, TOO, DO NOT FIND A REMEDY FOR THE BODY, I WILL ALSO HAVE TO DIE." AND IT CONSIDERED THE MATTER CAREFULLY.
AND THE SNAKE SAID, "BECAUSE HE WAS A MALE, HE COULD NOT BEAR THE SEPARATION FROM HIS DEAR TAIL; HE COULD NOT ENDURE CORRUPTION AND SUFFERING IN HIS BODY. BUT THERE IS REALLY NO OTHER WAY OUT. IF I ENDURE SEPARATION FROM MY DEAR TAIL AND ENDURE A LITTLE PAIN IN MY BODY FOR THE SAKE OF THE SOUL, THEN I WILL BE ABLE TO JUMP OVER THE PITFALL."
THEN IT RETURNED TO THE DEPRESSION AND FOUND THE ABANDONED FIRE OF THE SHEPHERD. AND IT BURNED OFF AS MUCH OF ITS TAIL AS COULD BE HARMFUL TO ITS BODY. AND, WHEN IT HAD BECOME SMALLER, THE TAILLESS BODY JUMPED VERY LIGHTLY AND CROSSED THE PITFALL SAFELY.
OF THESE TWO SNAKES, ONE IS THE PERSON WHO LOVES THE BODY, FOR WHOM BEARING [...] IS TROUBLESOME, BUT WHO IS UNCONCERNED ABOUT THE SOUL. AND HIS [...] IS LONG. THE SECOND SNAKE IS THE PERSON FOR WHOM THE SOUL IS DEARER THAN THE BODY. THERE IS VERY LITTLE POISON IN HIM AND HIS ATTACHMENT TO THE WORLD IS VERY WEAK, AND THE FETTERS BINDING HIS SOUL ARE VERY THIN. AND THE PITFALL, THE HIGH MOUNTAIN AND THE DEEP BODY OF WATER ARE THE THREE TRENCHES. THE TRAPPER IS AHRIMAN, AND THE STONE THE SOUL.
ULTIMATELY THE OLD MAN, WITHOUT GOOD WORKS, IS THE ONE WHO CANNOT JUMP OVER THE THREE DITCHES WITH THE TAIL OF THE BODY. BUT THE CHOSEN NEW MAN HAS PURGED THE THREE POISONS FROM THE BODY AND HAS BORNE IN HIS BODY THE AGONY CAUSED BY OBSERVING THE LAW, AND HE CAN ENDURE SEPARATION FROM HIS DEAR WIFE AND CHILDREN AND FROM RICHES, AND ON THE FINAL DAY HIS SOUL WILL ARISE FROM THE BODY AND WILL ATTAIN THE PEACE OF PARADISE...
THE PSALMS TO JESUS
PSALM I
COME, MY SAVIOR JESUS, DO NOT FORSAKE ME.
JESUS, THEE HAVE I LOVED, I HAVE GIVEN MY SOUL 
...ARMOR (?); 
I HAVE NOT GIVEN IT RATHER TO THE FOUL (?) LUSTS 
OF THE, WORLD. JESUS, DO NOT FORSAKE ME.
LO, THE GLORIOUS ARMOR WHEREIN THOU HAST GIRDED THY
...HOLY COMMANDMENT, I HAVE PUT IT UPON MY IIMBS, 
I HAVE FOUGHT AGAINST MY ENEMIES. JESUS, DO NOT FORSAKE ME.
I, WANDERED INTO THE WHOLE WORLD, I, WITNESSED ALL THE
THINGS THAT ARE IN IT, I SAW THAT ALL MEN RUN VAINLY TOO AND FRO.
JESUS, DO NOT FORSAKE ME.
O HOW LONG IS THE EVIL GENIUS AND MADNESS OF THE DARKNESS
WHEREIN THEY HAVE BEEN BOUND; FOR THEY HAVE FORGOTTEN
GOD, WHO CAME AND GAVE HIMSELF UP TO DEATH FOR THEM. 
JESUS, DO NOT FORSAKE ME.
WHEN I SAW THESE THINGS, MY LORD, I TOOK THY HOPE AND MADE 
MYSELF STRONG UPON IT. THY YOKE WHICH THOU DIDST ENJOIN ON ME,
I DID NOT REFUSE IT, MY LORD.
JESUS, DO NOT FORSAKE ME.
THY EXCELLENT COMMANDMENTS WHICH THOU DIDST ENJOIN ON ME 
I HAVE FULFILLED THEM MY SAVIOR. 
THY LAMPS OF LIGHT, I HAVE NOT SUFFERED
MY ENEMIES TO PUT THEM OUT. 
JESUS, DO NOT FORSAKE ME.
NOW I CALL TO THEE IN THE ANGUISH OF MY SOUL THAT
THOU MAYEST HAVE COMPASSION UPON ME; 
FOR THE POWERS OF HEAVEN AND EARTH DESIRE 
TO SUBMERGE ME. 
JESUS, DO NOT FORSAKE ME.
O MY PRAYERS AND MY FASTS AND MY VIRGINITY WHICH I HAVE
PERFECTED IN THY NAME; FOR THIS IS THE HOUR OF DREAD, 
WHEREIN I NEED THEE.
I BEHELD MY JUDGE, I WAS NOT CONFOUNDED AT ALL IN MY DEEDS
THAT I HAVE DONE. HE GAVE ME VICTORIOUSLY INTO THE HANDS 
OF THE ANGELS (?) AND THEY ESCORTED ME TO HIS KINGDOM. 
JESUS, DO NOT FORSAKE ME.
MY BRETHREN, BE NOT HESITANT IN DOING GOOD 
BY NIGHT AND BY DAY; FOR THAT WHICH A MAN PLANTS (?)
THE SAME SHALL HE REAP.
JESUS, DO NOT FORSAKE ME.
THE LIGHT-ARMED IN THE FIGHT CONSUME ONE ANOTHER FOR
A GARLAND THAT PASSES AWAY; AND THEY SHALL BE STRIPPED OF
THEIR (?)...AND SHALL PAY THE PENALTY FOR THAT WHICH 
THEY HAVE DONE.
JESUS. DO NOT FORSAKE ME.
HE THAT...AFTER YOU IS A GREAT ONE; FOR YOU HAVE CONQUERED 
HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE POWERS AND PRINCIPALITIES, 
AND YOU SHALL REST YOURSELVES IN YOUR NEW AEON.
GLORY AND VICTORY TO OUR LORD, OUR LIGHT, MANI,
AND HIS HOLY ELECT, AND THE SOUL OF THE BLESSED 
MARY, THEONA.
PSALM II
COME TO ME, MY SAVIOR, THE HAVEN OF MY TRUST.
BESTIR THYSELF, O SOUL THAT WATCHEST IN THE CHAINS 
THAT HAVE LONG ENDURED, AND REMEMBER THE ASCENT 
INTO THE AIR OF JOY; FOR A DEADLY (?) LURE IS THE 
SWEETNESS OF THIS FLESH.
MAY THE FIRST THAT...TO THEE (?) PERSUADE THY HEART,
AND DO THOU FIGHT FOR THYSELF TO PUT SENILITY BEHIND 
THEE AND BECOME NEW AGAIN.
JESUS, THE NEW GOD, TO WHOSE HOPE I HAVE HUNG: 
I HAVE MADE MYSELF STRONG UPON HIS COMING: 
HE WAS NOT BORN IN A WOMB CORRUPTED:
NOT EVEN THE MIGHTY WERE COUNTED WORTHY OF 
HIM FOR HIM TO DWELL BENEATH THEIR ROOF, THAT HE 
SHOULD BE CONFINED IN A WOMB OF A WOMAN OF 
LOW STATURE (?). LO, THE GLORY OF MY FAITH THAT SHALL 
HELP ME TO THE END, THAT I HAVE PURIFIED THEE, MY GOD.
THY KIN ARE THESE SURE SEALS THAT ARE UPON THEE, O SOUL,
BY REASON OF WHICH NO DEMON CAN TOUCH THEE;
FOR THOU HAST WORSHIPPED ARIGHT HIM, WHO HAS BROKEN 
THE GOAD (?) OF ERROR, THOU HAST LAID THY TREASURES IN 
THE HEAVENS...
PSALM V
COME, MY LORD JESUS, THE SAVIOR OF SOULS, WHO HAST 
SAVED ME FROM THE DRUNKENNESS AND ERROR OF THE WORLD .
THOU ART THE PARACLETE WHOM I HAVE LOVED SINCE MY YOUTH:
THY LIGHT SHINES FORTH IN ME LIKE THE LAMP OF LIGHT: 
THOU HAST DRIVEN AWAY FROM ME THE OBLIVION OF ERROR:
THOU HAST TAUGHT ME TO BLESS GOD AND HIS LIGHTS.
I HAVE DISTINGUISHED THIS PAIR OF TREES OF THIS PAIR OF 
KINGDOMS...THE BITTER FOUNTAIN AND THE HOLY ESSENCE OF GOD.
THE LIGHT I HAVE DISTINGUISHED FROM THE DARKNESS,
LIFE FROM DEATH, CHRIST AND THE CHURCH I HAVE DISTINGUISHED
FROM THE DECEIT OF THE WORLD.
I HAVE KNOWN MY SOUL AND THIS BODY THAT LIES UPON IT,
THAT THEY ARE ENEMIES TO EACH OTHER BEFORE THE CREATIONS,
THE...OF DIVINITY AND THE HOSTILE POWER THAT ARE DISTINGUISHED ALWAYS. 
THE BODY OF DEATH INDEED AND THE SOUL ARE NEVER IN ACCORD.
THE GOD OF THIS AEON HAS SHUT THE HEART OF THE UNBELIEVING AND HAS SUNK
THEM IN HIS ERROR AND THE DECEIT OF DRUNKENNESS. HE HAS
MADE THEM BLASPHEME AGAINST THE GOD OF TRUTH AND HIS...
...HIS POWER AND HIS WISDOM (SOPHIA).
IF IT WAS GOD WHO CREATED THE EVIL AND THE GOOD
AND CHRIST AND SATAN...
..., THEN WHO SENT JESUS, THAT HE MIGHT...
AND WORK AMONG THE JEWS UNTIL THEY SLEW (?) HIM (?)
WHEN ADAM AND EVE WERE CREATED AND PUT IN PARADISE, 
WHO WAS IT THAT ORDERED THEM: 'EAT NOT OF THE TREE', 
THAT THEY MIGHT NOT DISTINGUISH THE EVIL FROM THE GOOD? 
ANOTHER FOUGHT AGAINST HIM AND MADE THEM EAT OF THE TREE.
HE CRIES OUT IN THE LAW SAYING: 'I AM GOD...
...NO CLUSTER (?) FALLS FROM A TREE WITHOUT THE LORD GOD;
...TO FALL INTO A SNARE NOR TO...IN A CITY; WHO THEN LED
ADAM ASTRAY AND CRUCIFIED THE SAVIOR (?)
THE SAVIOR AND HIS APOSTLES AND THEY THAT BELONG TO THE 
RACE OF LIFE REVEALED THE DARKNESS AND THE ESSENCE OF THE 
ENEMY; THEY WEPT FOR THE BODY OF DEATH, THE SON OF THE GREAT... 
THIS LION-FACED DRAGON, AND HIS MOTHER ALSO, MATTER .
THE LIGHT HAS SHONE FORTH FOR YOU, O YOU THAT SLEEP IN HELL, THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE PARACLETE, THE RAY OF LIGHT; DRINK OF THE WATER 
OF MEMORY, CAST AWAY OBLIVION. HE THAT IS WOUNDED AND DESIRES 
HEALING, LET HIM COME TO THE PHYSICIAN.
I HAVE FORSAKEN THE WORLD AND ITS ERROR, I HAVE LOVED 
MY SAVIOR , PRAYED, FASTED , GIVEN ALMS...FROM
MY YOUTH UP, BECAUSE OF THE HOUR OF NEED, 
COME NOW, MY LORD JESUS, AND HELP ME.
ALL HAIL, O BUSY SOUL THAT HAS FINISHED HER FIGHT AND
SUBDUED THE RULING-POWER , THE BODY AND ITS AFFECTIONS.
RECEIVE THE GARLAND FROM THE HAND OF THE JUDGE 
AND THE GIFTS OF LIGHT, AND ASCEND TO THY KINGDOM 
AND HAVE THY REST.
GLORY AND HONOR TO OUR FATHER, THE GOD OF TRUTH.
VICTORY AND BLESSING TO HIS BELOVED SON, JESUS, AND HIS HOLY
SPIRIT, OUR LORD THE PARACLETE, AND ALL HIS HOLY ELECT.
GLORY TO THE BLESSED SOUL OF THE BLESSED MARY, THEONA.
PSALMS VII
JESUS, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN, SAVE ME.
THE BODY OF THE EARTH L WILL PUT OFF ME: THE...
OLD...I WILL FORSAKE IT, THE FIRE OF THE...
OF GUILE, THE CAMP OF THE ENEMIES...
THROUGH THE ARMOUR OF THE PARACLETE I WILL CONQUER THEM.
I HAVE RENOUNCED THEE, O DEVIL; THE ANGELS OF THE…
...OF THE DEMONS. I WILL STRIP MYSELF OF THE WORLD AND THE
LIKENESS (?) OF THESE FIVE STARS, AND I WILL DESTROY THE GUILE OF 
THE ARCHONS WHICH I WEAR AND I WILL SHINE IN THE REMEMBRANCE 
OF THE PARACLETE.
O MIND THAT SUBDUES THE MATTER, SPREAD THY MERCY
UPON MY SPIRIT. I WILL ANCHOR IN THY CONGREGATION, 
I, THE NEW (?) MAN, AND RECEIVE ALL THE GIFTS WHICH 
THOU HAST PROMISED ME, WHICH ARE THE VICTORY IN THY 
ETERNAL KINGDOM.
JESUS IS THE FIRST GIFT THAT WAS GIVEN: 
JESUS IS THE HOLY FLOWER OF THE FATHER: 
JESUS IS THE FIRST TO SIT UPON THE LUMINARIES:
JESUS IS THE PERFECT MAN IN THE PILLAR: 
JESUS IS THE RESURRECTION OF THEM THAT HAVE DIED IN THE CHURCH.
THOU ART HE THAT DELIVERED ME TO THE FIGHT IN THE BEGINNING: 
THOU ART THE SECOND WHO DIDST GIVE ME THY RIGHT HAND: 
THOU TOO ART THE THIRD WHO DIDST SHINE FORTH WITH THY LIGHT FOR ME.
THOU TOO DIDST RECEIVE THE VICTORY (?) IN THE FOURTH WAR.
SAVE ME NOW, I BESEECH THEE, MY LORD.
I CALL UNTO THEE, O VICTOR ETERNAL: HEAR MY CRY,
O COMPASSIONATE ONE, AND LET THY MEMBERS 
CLEANSE ME, AND DO THOU WASH ME IN THY HOLY 
WATERS AND MAKE ME SPOTLESS, EVEN AS I AM.
LO, THE TIME HAS DRAWN NEAR, MAY I RETURN TO MY HABITATIONS.
THOU ART THE WAY, THOU ART THE DOOR OF LIFE ETERNAL, IN
TRUTH THE SON OF GOD, MY SAVIOR, WHO HAS TAUGHT ME TO 
WEAR HIS HOLY COMMANDMENTS. 
THE WEAPONS OF THE ENEMY, I BRING THEM TO THE GROUND, THY...
...BEING TO ME A LANDING-PLACE.
.........................FOR EVER; THOU ART THE...........
BEND THE KNEE TO THEE; THE ARMIES OF THE SKIES ARE LOOKING FOR THEE;
THOU ALSO ART HE UNTO WHOM ALL GENERATIONS CALL; 
THOU ALSO ART THE SEAL OF EVERY WONDER; 
THOU ALSO ART HE WHO SHALL GIVE TO THE VICTORY TO THE SOUL OF MARY.
PSALMS X
CHRIST, MY BRIDEGROOM, HAS TAKEN ME TO HIS BRIDECHAMBER,
I HAVE RESTED WITH HIM IN THE LAND) OF THE IMMORTAL. MY BRETHREN,
I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
MY LAND I HAVE BEHELD, MY FATHERS I HAVE FOUND, THE GODLY
HAVE REJOICED OVER ME, MY AEONS HAVE WELCOMED ME. 
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
THERE IS A GAIN, MY BRETHREN, NONE SHALL BE ABLE TO TAKE IT FROM ME:
AN IMPERISHABLE TREASURE, TO WHICH THIEVES FIND NOT THE WAY. 
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
I AM LIKE A SHEEP SEEKING FOR ITS PASTOR; LO, MY TRUE SHEPHERD 
I HAVE FOUND, HE HAS BROUGHT ME TO MY FOLD AGAIN. 
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
LO, THE FIGHT I HAVE FINISHED; LO, MY SHIP I HAVE BROUGHT TO THE SHORE,
NO STORM HAS OVERWHELMED IT, NO WAVE HAS SEIZED IT,
I WAS SITTING MARVELING, LIKE POOR MEN THAT HAVE BEEN TAKEN
PRISONER: ADORATION TO THE MERCY OF THE FATHER. 
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
I WAS HEADING FOR SHIPWRECK BEFORE I FOUND THE SHIP OF TRUTH 
A DIVINE TACKING WAS JESUS WHO HELPED ME.
WHO THEN SHALL BE ABLE TO TELL OF THE GIFT THAT CAME TO ME?
AN UNSPEAKABLE GRACE OVERTOOK ME. 
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
TAKE UNTO YOU THE WORD OF TRUTH, O MEN THAT LOVE GOD; 
THE WORLD IS NOTHING, THERE IS NO GAIN IN IT AT ALL. 
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
MEN ARE THINKING THAT THEY ARE AT REST YET
THEY KNOW NOT THAT TROUBLE IS PREPARING FOR THEM.
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
THEY RUN AND BURST FORTH UNTIL THE HOUR OVERTAKES THEM. 
THEY HAVE BEEN CALLED, THEY HAVE NOT UNDERSTOOD; 
THEY HAVE GONE TOO AND FRO IN VANITY. 
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
I HAVE DESPISED THE WORLD SO AS TO GIVE LIFE UNTO MY SOUL:
THE THINGS OF THE FLESH I HAVE FORSAKEN, THE THINGS OF THE 
SPIRIT I HAVE BEEN IN ACCORD WITH THEM.
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
SINCE I FOUND MY SAVIOR I HAVE WALKED IN HIS STEPS. 
I HAVE NOT HUNG BACK AT ALL OF THIS GARLAND TO RECEIVE IT.
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
O HOW GREAT IS THE JOY THAT IS PREPARED FOR THE PERFECT...
...ALL OF YOU, MY BRETHREN, WE INHERIT IT.
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
 ........AGAINST THIS DECEITFUL FRIEND THE DARTS OF
THE...YE HAVE CONQUERED THEM.
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
GLORY AND HONOR TO JESUS, THE KING OF THE HOLY ONES, AND HIS
HOLY ELECT. VICTORY TO THE SOUL OF THE BLESSED MARY, CLEOPATRA.
PSALMS XI
THOU HAST BEEN RELEASED FROM THE GRIEVOUS BONDS OF THE FLESH:
THOU HAST BEEN GARLANDED IN JUSTIFICATION OVER ALL THY ENEMIES.
THE JOYOUS IMAGE OF CHRIST - THOU SHALT HAVE THY FILL OF IT NOW: 
GO THY WAY THEREFORE VICTORIOUSLY TO THY CITY OF LIGHT.
THOU ART GLAD BECAUSE THOU HAST MIXED WITH THE HOLY ANGELS: 
UPON THEE IS SET THE SEAL OF THY GLORIOUS PURITY.
THOU ART JOYFUL BECAUSE THOU HAST SEEN THY DIVINE BRETHREN 
WITH WHOM THOU SHALT DWELL IN THE LIGHT FOR EVER.
THE AUTHORITY OF THE FLESH - THOU HAST PASSED QUICKLY BEYOND IT: 
THOU HAST ASCENDED LIKE A SWIFT BIRD INTO THE AIR OF THE GODS.
THOU HAST...THE NETS OF SOULS WHICH IS HADES OF THE DEAD: 
THEREFORE SHALL THEY NOT BE ABLE TO COMPEL THEE TO SERVE THE...
THOU HAST THROWN UPON THE EARTH THE GARMENT OF SICKNESS: 
THOU HAST TRODDEN UPON OVERWEENING PRIDE WHICH IS DECEITFUL AND CRUEL.
THE BITTER DARTS OF LUST THE MURDERERS OF SOULS, THOU HAST NOT TASTED, 
THOU, O. HOLY SON UNDEFILED.
THOU HAST PUT TO SHAME THE DEMONS AND DEVILS OF FIRE: 
THE RIVERS OF DREAD MARVEL AT THEE NOW.
THEY SUMMON THEE TODAY TO DWELL WITH THE ANGELS,
BECAUSE THOU HAST LEFT THE LAND OF THE...MEN OF HADES.
THE SAVIOR JESUS, LO, HE HAS...MAY HE GIVE... 
...TO THEE, THOU HAST BEEN MERCIFUL...
THE ARMY LOOKS TO THE...........
...THEREFORE THOU BEING CONFIDENT, O HOLY RIGHTEOUS ONE
.......FROM THE NEED...
...READ BOOKS..........
...THE JUDGE WHO SEES THE UNIVERSE...
......O LIGHT, HE HAS GIVEN(?).........
...THEREFORE NOW, FOR THOU HAST RECEIVED THE PALM...
THOU...FIND (?)..........HARBOR; THE SHIPS WHICH... 
HAVE..........O...THEE WITH THE RAYS OF THE...
DEATH.
...MY SON, THOU HAST FINISHED THY FIGHT
THOU HAST ASCENDED ON HIGH FROM US, THOU HAST LEFT BEHIND...
I MYSELF THEREFORE NOW WILL PRAISE THE STRENGTH OF THE...
I WILL RESTRAIN MY TEARS BECAUSE OF THE PERFECTION OF THY GODLINESS.
THOU HAST QUICKLY ESCAPED FROM THE FEARFUL...THOU HAST...
AT REST TO THE PARADISE OF LIFE.
THOU HAST REACHED THE PLACE WHEREIN THERE IS NEITHER HEAT NOR COLD,
WHERE THERE IS NEITHER HUNGER NOR THIRST, AND THE...BODY.
THOU ART WORTHY OF THE PARADISE OF THE GODS...
NOT PREVENTING THEE FROM REJOICING AND SINGING UNTO GOD (?).
THOU HAST BEEN VICTORIOUS, O MANI, THOU HAST GIVEN THE VICTORY TO 
THEM THAT HAVE SHOWN ZEAL FOR GOD, TO THY ELECT AND THY FAITHFUL
AND THE SOUL OF THE BLESSED MARY.
PSALMS XXI
LET ME BE WORTHY OF THY BRIDE-CHAMBERS THAT ARE FULL OF LIGHT.
JESUS CHRIST, RECEIVE ME INTO THY BRIDE-CHAMBERS, 
THOU MY SAVIOUR. THE BODY OF DEATH WHICH...
I HAVE KILLED IT, I HAVE MADE IT KEEP FAR FROM MY MEMBERS... 
INDEED PUT ME TO SHAME. I AM A MAIDEN UNSPOTTED AND HOLY.
LET ME SEE THY IMAGE, MY HOLY FATHER, WHICH I SAW
BEFORE THE WORLD WAS CREATED, BEFORE THE DARKNESS
PRESUMED TO STIR UP ENVY AGAINST THY AEONS.
BECAUSE OF IT I BECAME A STRANGER TO MY KINGDOM, 
I SEVERED ITS ROOT, I WENT UP VICTORIOUSLY ON HIGH.
PURIFY ME, MY BRIDEGROOM, O SAVIOUR, WITH THY WATERS
...THAT ARE FULL OF GRACE.
PSALM XXX
JESUS CHRIST IN WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED, 
SHOW THYSELF TO ME QUICKLY AND SAVE ME.
O MERCIFUL AND GOOD, FULL OF MERCY UPON...
O FIRST-BORN, JESUS, WHOM I HAVE LOVED,
DO NOT FORSAKE ME IN MY TRIBULATIONS...
SINCE MY YOUTH UNTO THEE HAVE I GIVEN THANKS;
I FORSOOK THE UNIVERSE, I BELIEVED IN THEE, 
I STOOD IN THY NAME, O ONLY-BEGOTTEN. 
DO NOT FORSAKE ME IN MY TRIBULATIONS.
IT IS HEAVY UPON ME, THE VESTURE WHEREIN I STOOD: 
ALL MEN HATING IT AND PERSECUTING IT; BUT THOU IT IS TO 
WHOM I GAVE MY SOUL. 
DO NOT FORSAKE ME IN MY TRIBULATIONS.
LO, THEY OF THE SKY STAND AGAINST ME AND THEY THAT ARE
BELOW MULTIPLY MY TRIBULATIONS; THEY THAT ARE WITH 
ME ALSO ARE FILLED WITH WRATH AGAINST MY SOUL.
[ILLEGIBLE SECTION]
I BESEECH THEE IN ENTREATIES, 
FOR THOU ART THE BIDDEN JOY OF THY CHILDREN.
I CALLED UNTO THEE: DO NOT TURN AWAY FROM ME, BUT 
...AND BEAR ME QUICKLY AND MAKE THY MERCY
OVERTAKE MY WEAKNESS.
HEAR ME AND MAKE THY SUCCOR OVERTAKE ME, 
THAT I MAY REST FROM ALL AFFLICTIONS AND MY SOUL TOO
REJOICE BECAUSE IT CALLED UNTO THEE AND THOU DIDST ANSWER IT.
GLORY AND VICTORY TO OUR LORD. MANI, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, 
WHO COMETH FROM THE FATHER, AND HIS HOLY PERFECT ELECT, 
AND THE SOUL OF THE BLESSED (PAKAPIA) MARY, TBEONA, PSHAI, JMNOUTE.
PSALM XXXI
JESUS CHRIST, IN WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED, 
STAND WITH ME IN THE HOUR OF MY NEED.
I ALSO AM ONE IN THE NUMBER OF THY HUNDRED SHEEP
WHICH THY FATHER GAVE INTO THY BANDS THAT THOU 
MIGHTEST FEED THEM.
THE RAVENOUS WOLF, THE SON OF THE DESERT, HEARD
MY SWEET CRY AND CAME UP RAGING.
THY LOT FELL ON ME AMONG ALL MY KIN...
UNTIL I HAD FINISHED MY FIGHT.
I GAVE MYSELF UP TO DEATH TRUSTING IN THE...DIVINE WORD:
'HE THAT DIES SHALL LIVE, HE THAT BUMBLES HIMSELF SHALL BE EXALTED'.
GLORIFIED IN THE WISDOM THAT THOU GAVEST ME . . .
THE SECTS; NEVER WAS MAN ABLE TO CONTEND AGAINST ME.
LO, I MADE THY COMMANDMENTS AN ARMOR FOR ME, 
I ARMED MYSELF 'AND WENT INTO THE WORLD, I CALLED THE...
WHEN I HEAR THE CRY OF THY...HOLY TRUMPET 
SOUNDING SUMMER AND WINTER...I FOLLOW THEE.
I BETOOK MYSELF FAR FROM THE WORLD, I LEFT MY PARENTS, 
I PASSED UNTO THE LORD WHO IS GREATER THAN HEAVEN AND EARTH.
I HID NOT FROM THEE, MY GOD, I DID NOT DO THE WILL OF THE
BODY , THAT THOU MIGHTEST NOT LEAVE ME IN THE HOUR...
FOR THE THINGS OF THE SMALLER LIFE PASS AWAY, THEY DO NOT SATISFY THE...
THE LIFETIME ALSO OF MEN IS A LAMP THAT GOES OUT.
AS I WAS SAYING THESE THINGS IN TEARS THE SAVIOUR CALLED ME:
CRIME, O BUSY CHAMPION, AND GIVE THE GARLAND OF LIGHT TO ME.
WHO CAN SEE, MY BRETHREN, AND RETURN TO THE EARTH AGAIN AND
TELL ALL MEN OF THE GLORY WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED TODAY?
I BESEECH YOU ALL, MY BRETHREN, MY KINSMEN,
DO NOT WEEP FOR ME, FOR I HAVE FOUND THE REWARD OF MY TOIL.
GLORY LAND VICTORY TO OUR LORD MANI AND ALL HIS
ELECT. VICTORY TO THE SOUL OF THE BLESSED MARY.
THE PSALMS OF THE FESTIVAL OF BEMA (THE MERCY SEAT)
PSALM CCXXIII 
OF THE MANICHAEAN BEMA PSALMS
LET US WORSHIP THE SPIRIT OF THE PARACLETE.
LET US BLESS OUR LORD JESUS WHO HAS SENT US 
THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH. HE CAME AND SEPARATED US FROM THE ERROR
OF THE WORLD, HE BROUGHT US A MIRROR, WE LOOKED, WE SAW THE UNIVERSE IN IT.
WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME, HE REVEALED TO US THE WAY OF TRUTH 
AND TAUGHT US THAT THERE ARE TWO NATURES, THAT OF LIGHT AND THAT OF DARKNESS,
SEPARATE ONE FROM THE OTHER FROM THE BEGINNING.
THE KINGDOM OF LIGHT, ON THE ONE HAND, CONSISTED IN FIVE GREATNESSES, 
AND THEY ARE THE FATHER AND HIS TWELVE AEONS AND THE AEONS OF THE AEONS,
THE LIVING AIR, THE LAND OF LIGHT; THE GREAT SPIRIT BREATHING IN THEM, 
NOURISHING THEM WITH HIS LIGHT.
BUT THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS CONSISTS OF FIVE STOREHOUSES,
WHICH ARE SMOKE AND FIRE AND WIND AND WATER AND DARKNESS;
THEIR COUNSEL CREEPING IN THEM, MOVING THEM AND INCITING THEM TO
MAKE WAR WITH ONE ANOTHER.
NOW AS THEY WERE MAKING WAR WITH ONE ANOTHER THEY DARED TO MAKE AN 
ATTEMPT UPON THE LAND OF LIGHT, THINKING THAT THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO CONQUER IT.
BUT THEY KNOW NOT THAT WHICH THEY HAVE THOUGHT TO DO THEY WILL BRING DOWN 
UPON THEIR OWN HEADS.
BUT THERE WAS A MULTITUDE OF ANGELS IN THE LAND OF LIGHT, HAVING POWERS TO GO FORTH 
TO SUBDUE THE ENEMY OF THE FATHER, WHOM IT PLEASED THAT BY HIS WORD THAT HE WOULD SEND,
HE SHOULD SUBDUE THE REVELS WHO DESIRED TO EXALT THEMSELVES ABOVE THAT WHICH WAS MORE
EXALTED THAN THEY.
LIKE UNTO A SHEPHERD THAT SHALL SEE A LION COMING TO DESTROY HIS SHEEP-FOLD:
FOR HE USES GUILE AND TAKES A LAMB AND SETS IT AS A SNARE THAT HE MAY CATCH HIM
BY IT: FOR BY A SINGLE LAMB HE SAVES HIS SHEEP-FOLD. AFTER THESE THINGS HE HEALS
THE LAMB THAT HAS BEEN WOUNDED BY THE LION:
THIS TOO IS THE WAY OF THE FATHER, WHO SENT HIS STRONG SON; AND HE PRODUCED
FROM HIMSELF HIS MAIDEN EQUIPPED WITH FIVE POWERS, THAT SHE MIGHT FIGHT AGAINST THE FIVE
ABYSSES IF THE DARK.
WHEN THE WATCHER STOOD IN THE BOUNDARIES OF LIGHT, HE SHOWED TO THEM HIS MAIDEN WHO 
IS HIS SOUL; THEY BESTIRRED THEMSELVES IN THEIR ABYSS, DESIRING TO EXALT THEMSELVES OVER 
HER, THEY OPENED THEIR MOUTH DESIRING TO SWALLOW HER.
HE HELD HER POWER FAST, HE SPREAD HER OVER THEM, LIKE NETS OVER FISHES, HE MADE HER RAIN DOWN
UPON THEM LIKE PURIFIED CLOUDS OF WATER, SHE THRUST HERSELF WITHIN THEM LIKE PIERCING LIGHTNING.
SHE CREPT IN THEIR INWARD PARTS, SHE BOUND THEM ALL, THEY NOT KNOWING IT.
WHEN THE FIRST MAN HAD FINISHED HIS WAR, THE FATHER SENT HIS SECOND SON.
HE CAME AND HELPED HIS BROTHER OUT OF THE ABYSS; HE ESTABLISHED THIS WHOLE WORLD
OUT OF THE MIXTURE THAT TOOK PLACE OF THE LIGHT AND THE DARKNESS.
HE SPREAD OUT ALL THE POWERS OF THE ABYSS TO TEN HEAVENS AND EIGHT EARTHS, 
HE SHUT THEM UP INTO THIS WORLD ONCE, HE MADE IT A PRISON TOO FOR ALL THE POWERS OF DARKNESS,
IT IS ALSO A PLACE OF PURIFICATION FOR THE SOUL THAT WAS SWALLOWED IN THEM.
THE SUN AND MOON HE FOUNDED, HE SET THEM ON HIGH, TO PURIFY THE SOUL. 
DAILY THEY TAKE UP THE REFINED PART TO THE HEIGHT, BUT THE DREGS HOWEVER THEY ERASE... 
...MIXED, THEY CONVEY IT ABOVE AND BELOW.
THIS WHOLE WORLD STANDS FIRM FOR A SEASON, THERE BEING A GREAT BUILDING WHICH IS BEING BUILT
OUTSIDE THIS WORLD. SO SOON AS THE BUILDER SHALL FINISH, THE WHOLE WORLD WILL DISSOLVE AND 
SET ON FIRE THAT THE FIRE MAY SMELT IT AWAY.
ALL LIFE, THE RELIC OF LIGHT WHERESOEVER IT BE, HE WILL GATHER TO HIMSELF AND OF IT DEPICT AND IMAGE.
AND THE COUNSEL OF DEATH TOO, ALL THE DARKNESS, HE WILL GATHER TOGETHER AND MAKE A LIKENESS
OF ITS VERY SELF, IT AND THE RULER.
IN A MOMENT THE LIVING SPIRIT WILL COME............... 
.............HE WILL SUCCOR THE LIGHT. BUT THE COUNSEL OF DEATH AND THE DARKNESS HE WILL
SHUT UP IN THE DWELLING THAT WAS ESTABLISHED FOR IT, THAT IT MIGHT BE BOUND IN IT FOR EVER.
THERE IS NO OTHER MEANS TO BIND THE ENEMY SAVE THIS MEANS; FOR HE WILL NOT BE RECEIVED 
TO THE LIGHT BECAUSE HE IS A STRANGER TO IT: NOR AGAIN CAN HE BE LEFT IN HIS LAND OF DARKNESS,
THAT HE MAY NOT WAGE A WAR GREATER THAN THE FIRST.
A NEW AEON SHALL BE BUILT IN THE PLACE OF THE WORLD THAT SHALL DISSOLVE, THAT IN IT THE POWERS OF THE LIGHT
MAY REIGN, BECAUSE THEY HAVE PERFORMED AND FULFILLED THE WILL OF THE FATHER ENTIRE, THEY HAVE SUBDUED
THE HATED ONE, THEY HAVE........OVER HIM FOR EVER.
THIS IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF MANI, LET US WORSHIP HIM AND BLESS HIM.
BLESSED IS EVERY MAN THAT SHALL HAVE TRUST IN HIM, FOR HE, IT IS, SHALL LIVE WITH ALL
THE RIGHTEOUS. GLORY AND VICTORY TO OUR LORD MANI, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, THAT COMETH FROM THE FATHER,
WHO HAS REVEALED TO US THE BEGINNING, THE MIDDLE AND THE END. 
VICTORY TO THE SOUL OF THE BLESSED MARY, THEONA, PSHAIJMNOUTE.
PSALM CCXXVIII 
OF THE MANICHAEAN BEMA PSALMS 
HE ANOINTED HIM IN HIS POWER, 
HE MADE HIM PERFECT BY THE SPIRIT OF HIS LOVE. 
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
HE APPOINTED HIM TO THREE POWERS, 
TO TRIBULATION, TO THE RIGHT HAND, TO BLISS.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
HE GAVE INTO HIS HANDS THE MEDICINE OF LIFE 
THAT HE MIGHT HEAL THE WOUNDED.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
HE GAVE LIGHT WITH HIS LIGHT TO OUR LAMPS. 
PUT OIL INTO THEM BY YOUR FAITH.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
HE GAVE THE HELMSMAN TO THE SHIPS; 
THE BUTTER HE BROUGHT TO THE WARM MILK.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
HE GAVE THE BREAD OF LIFE TO THE HUNGRY; 
THE CLOTHING HE BROUGHT TO THE NAKED.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
HE GAVE LIGHT BY HIS LOVE TO OUR INTELLIGENCE; 
HE MADE HIS FAITH SHINE IN OUR REASON.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
HE BROUGHT PERFECTION TO OUR THOUGHT, 
LONG-SUFFERING TO OUR COUNSEL.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
HE BESTOWED WISDOM ON OUR INTENTION 
THAT IT MIGHT BE AS BUTTER FOR US.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
HE WOUNDED WITH HIS TRUMPET 
IN THE WORLDS THAT ARE FAR, THAT ARE NEAR, HE ROUSED THEM ALL.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
THE RULER OF THE EARTH ROSE UP AGAINST HIM 
AND PERSECUTED HIM IN HIS CITIES.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
HE ASSUMED THE HEART OF HIS JUDGES 
THAT THEY MIGHT CONDEMN HIM LIKE THE IMPIOUS.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
THEY SHUT HIM UP IN THEIR PRISONS 
AND LOADED HIS LIMBS WITH IRON.
WE IMPLORE HIM.
THEY COUNSELED AGAINST HIM IN THEIR EVIL COUNSELS 
THAT THEY MIGHT CAST A SLUR ON HIM DAILY.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
IN THE POWER OF HIS GLORIOUS FATHER...
...HE GAVE HIS SPIRIT.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
HE WAS PUT TO SHAME, THE JUDGE OF LAWLESSNESS, 
HE BROUGHT HIS WRATH DOWN UPON HIS BODY.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
THEY HUNG HIS HEAD UPON THE GATE, 
KNOWING NOT WHAT THEY WERE DOING.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
THE WISE ONES ALSO THAT ARE AMONG MEN 
BORE WITNESS CONCERNING HIS EMINENCE.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
LET US BLESS HIM NOW, MY BRETHREN, 
AND SING TO HIM IN ONE SPIRIT.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
WE PRAY THEE ALL OF US TOGETHER, 
THE ELECT AND THE BELIEVERS.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
DO NOT MAKE RECKONING WITH US NOW, OUR LORD, 
ACCORDING TO THE MULTITUDE OF OUR SINS.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
GLORY TO THE FATHER, 
WHO SENT THEE FOR THE SALVATION OF THY HOLY CHURCHES.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
GLORY AND VICTORY TO THE PARACLETE, 
OUR LIGHT, MAN, AND THE SOUL OF MARY.
IMPLORE HIM ALL.
PSALM CCXXX 
OF THE MANICHAEAN BEMA PSALMS
LIGHT RESPLENDENT, THE BEMA, THOU ART COME;
WE CALL UNTO THEE, THE CHILDREN OF THE PARACLETE, OUR LORD MANI.
I WILL KEEP FESTIVAL FOR THEE TODAY: I HAVE PURIFIED MY HEART, 
O BEMA, HOLY LIKENESS, THAT OVERAWES HIM THAT APPROACHES IT.
I BLESS THEE, O GLORIOUS SEAT, THE SIGN OF THE WISDOM;
WE WORSHIP THE SIGN OF THY GREATNESS AND THE MYSTERIES INEFFABLE.
THOU ART THE BLESSED ROOT. THOU ART THE CONFIRMATION OF THE LUMINARIES.
THOU ART THE GIFT OF THE AIR. THOU ART THE MANIFESTATION OF THE VICTORY OF THE LIGHT.
WE SEE THEE NOW, BLESSED ONE, THE WORD THAT IS IN SINGLENESS OF HEART:
WE GAZE AFTER THEE, THE HOLY ONE, THE... 
THAT IS NEW INDEED.
THOU ART HE THAT WAITS FOR CHRIST, THAT HE MAY JUDGE THE SINNERS THROUGH THEE:
TODAY ALSO THOUGH THEE THE MIND PUTS TO SHAME THE PORTIONS OF ERROR.
THANKS TO THEE AND PEACE, THE GARLAND AND THE PALM. 
THOU ART THE NEW YEAR'S DAY OF JOY. THOU ART THE HOUR OF GLADNESS.
THOU ART THE MEDICINE OF THE HEALING OF OUR WOUNDS, WHICH ARE...
AND THE WOUNDS OF THE FAITHFUL WHICH CANNOT BE HEALED...
...SALVATION AND REST.
THOU ART HE THAT CRUSHES THE EVIL, SETTING A GARLAND UPON GODLINESS: 
THOU ART HE THAT CLEANSES THE LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS; 
THOU ART HE THAT GIVES REST UNTO THE SOULS OF MAN.
THOU ART THE HONOR THAT IS HONORED BEFORE ALL THE APOSTLES;
THOU ART THE THRONE OF THE JUDGES OF GODLINESS THAT SEPARATE THE TWO NATURES.
THOU ART... SPARING, THOU ART COMPASSION ENTIRE; THOU ART THE HOLY...
GLORY TO THEE, MANI: VICTORY ALSO TO THY BEMA.
VICTORY TO THY ELECT AND THY CATECHUMENS AND 
THE SOUL OF MARY, JMNOUTE, PSHAI.
PSALM CCXXXV 
OF THE MANICHAEAN BEMA PSALMS
THIS IS THE MEMORIAL OF THE LIVING SPIRIT:
THIS IS THE MEMORIAL OF THE TWELVE MAIDENS: 
THIS IS THE MEMORIAL OF THE HELMSMEN; 
THIS IS THE MEMORIAL OF THE SPLENDITENENS;
THIS IS THE MEMORIAL OF THE KING OF HONOUR;
THIS IS THE MEMORIAL OF THE KING OF GLORY;
THE MEMORIAL OF THE GREAT STOUT-HEARTED OMOPHORUS.
THIS IS THE PURITY OF THE APOSTLE OF LIGHT; THIS IS THE 
PURITY OF THE SAVIOUR CHRIST; THIS IS THE PURITY OF THE 
PACRACLETE-SPIRIT; THIS IS THE PURITY OF THE LOVE (AGAPA)
...THIS IS THE PURITY OF THE GOOD FAITH;
THIS IS THE PURITY OF THE PERFECTION; THIS IS THE PURITY OF PATIENCE;
THIS IS THE PURITY OF WISDOM (SOPHIA) AND GODLINESS.
THIS IS THE HONOUR OF THE PARACLETE-SPIRIT; THE HONOUR OF FASTING,
PRAYER, AND ALMSGIVING: THE HONOUR OF THE COMMANDMENT THAT
WE LIE NOT; THE HONOUR OF THE COMMANDMENT THAT WE KILL NOT; 
THE HONOUR OF THE COMMANDMENT THAT WE EAT NO FLESH;
THE HONOUR OF THE COMMANDMENT THAT WE MAKE OURSELVES PURE;
THE HONOUR OF THE COMMANDMENT OF BLESSED POVERTY; 
THE HONOUR OF HUMILITY AND KINDLINESS.
MY BRETHREN LET US PRAY WITH A GREAT POWER... [LARGE SECTION ILLEGIBLE.]
.........OF YOUR............................... 
ONE ANOTHER. YE CATECHUMENS, REPENT IN........................ 
PRAYING WITH A GREAT PRAYER................................
[LARGE SECTIONS ILLEGIBLE.] ...ABOVE THE ELEMENTS. HE GAVE... 
.................BE A SIGN OF THE LIGHT................................ 
THINE IS THE GLORY AND THE VICTORY, OUR LORD MANI.....................
...OUR LORD SISINNIOS, THIS IS THE...INNAIOS. VICTORY TO GABRIAB, OUR LORD…
................VICTORY TO SALMAIOS, OUR LORD PAPPOS................
OUR LORD OZEOS; GLORY TO ADDAS, OUR LORD...BE THERE VICTORY TO ALL THE LIVING ONES
...TO THE SOUL OF PLOUSIANE, THE SOUL OF THEONA, AND THE SOUL OF THE BLESSED MARY
PSALM CCXXXVII 
FROM THE MANICHAEAN BEMA PSALMS
SING YE ALL UNTO THE GLORIOUS ONE, THE SAGE, THE PARACLETE,
THE SPIRIT OF THE DAWN, AND THE GODS AND THE FATHER-GODS OF
THE LIGHT, THE GLORIOUS CHIEFS OF THE KINGDOM INDESTRUCTIBLE, 
THEY ALL PRAYING IN JOY, AND THEIR FIVE GREATNESSES.
THEY RENDER GLORY UNTO THE GIVER OF LIGHT, THE SAGE, THE PARACLETE.
THE AEONS, GLORIOUS AND UNPERISHING, THE HOLY EMANATIONS OF THE
MOTHER OF LIFE, THE FIRST MAN, THE GLORIOUS FIRSTBORN, THE FIVE ELEMENTS, 
ACTIVE AND STRONG - THEY RENDER HOLY GLORY TO THE SAGE, THE PARACLETE.
THE BELOVED OF THE LUMINARIES, THE STRAIGHT RESPLENDENT WORD, 
AND THE GREAT BUILDER THAT BUILDS THE NEW AEON, THE STRONG LIGHT-GIVING 
........THE FATHER OF THE LIVING - THEY RENDER GLORY UNTO THE BLESSED ONE,
THE SAGE, THE PARACLETE.
THE THIRD FATHER WHO IS VICTORIOUS, THE RICH ONE, THE BLESSED AND THE 
TWELVE WISE MAIDENS THAT.............OF THE LIGHT, THE HELMSMEN 
...THIRD; THOU ART AN ENVOY, ANOTHER HAS, SEND THEE TO US, O GLORIOUS ONE,
THE SAGE, THE PARACLETE.
........................THE COLUMN OF GLORY AND THE POWERS OF THE OMOPHORI, 
THE ANGELS AND THE...AND THE THREE WHEELS THAT ARE BELOW, THE WINDS,
THE WATER AND THE FIRE...THIS ONE ALONE, THE SAGE, THE PARACLETE.
THE SHINING SUN................................
AND THE GLORIOUS MAIDEN OF LIGHT.......AND 
THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE AND THE LIGHT-MIND.......THEY RENDER 
GLORY UNTO THE SAGE, THE PARACLETE.
...............................AND THE HEAVENS AND THE CONGREGATION OF THE STARS
MAKE SONG WITH HARPS AND LUTES, ALL WORSHIPPING HIM IN JOY, AND THE WISE POWERS... 
...............................THE SAGE, THE PARACLETE.
................AND THE MOUNTAINS OF THE EARTH, THE RIVERS................ 
THE WATERS, THE FOUR WORLDS AND THE...BLOSSOMING TREES, THE 
GARDENS OF FRAGRANCE, AND THE BREATH OF THE WIND - THEY RENDER GLORY UNTO THIS
UNPERISHING ONE, THE SAGE, THE PARACLETE.
THE RACE OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE SPIRITS AND SOULS OF THE WISE, THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE
APOSTLES.....................GLORIOUS, THE LIVING MERCHANTS, THE PREACHERS OF LIGHT,
THEY RENDER GLORY TO THIS CONQUEROR, THE SAGE, THE PARACLETE.
SING WITH THE ANGELS AND BLESS THE MIND OF THE SHINING LIGHT OF THE FATHER, THE SUN... 
...AND HIS STRONG ACTIVE POWER AND HIS GLORIOUS WISDOM (SOPHIA), YE 
SONS OF JOY, RENDER GLORY UNTO THE SAGE, THE PARACLETE.
LET US ALL SING TOGETHER UNTO MANI, THE MAN OF GOD, ON THE HOLY PERFECT DAY, AND LET US BE GLAD
AND LEARN THE MYSTERIES OF THE LIFE OF THE SAVIOUR JESUS AND MAKE FESTIVAL AND RENDER GLORY
TO THE SAGE, THE PARACLETE.
LIGHT YOUR LAMPS AND...............................AND KEEP WATCH ON
THE DAY OF THE BEMA FOR THE BRIDEGROOM OF JOY AND RECEIVE THE HOLY RAYS OF LIGHT 
OF THE GOOD FATHER, AND YOU........THE SAGE, THE PARACLETE.
................ALL OF US, THE BLESSED ONES, THE SAGE, THE PARACLETE WHO HAST 
FORGIVEN ALL THY MEMBERS - THE ELECT, THE RIGHTEOUS, AND THE FAITHFUL ALSO TOGETHER... 
...RESPLENDENT OF THE HOLY BEMA.
HONOUR TO THE GLORIOUS ONE, THE EXALTED LIVING KING, AND THE LUMINARIES THAT ARE HELD 
IN HONOUR, AND CHRIST JESUS.
GLORY TO THE PARACLETE, OUR SAGE LORD AND ALL HIS HOLY ELECT, AND THE SOUL OF MARY, THEONA!
PSALM CCXXXIX 
FROM THE MANICHAEAN BEMA PSALMS
LO, THE AMNESTY OF THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS HAS COME; IT IS JESUS,
WHO GIVETH REPENTANCE UNTO HIM THAT REPENTS.
HE STANDS IN OUR MIDST, HE WINKS UNTO US SECRETLY, SAYING:
"REPENT, THAT I MAY FORGIVE YOU YOUR SINS."
HE IS NOT FAR FROM US, MY BRETHREN, EVEN AS HE SAID IN HIS 
PREACHING, "I AM NEAR TO YOU, LIKE THE CLOTHING OF YOUR BODY."
HE THAT IS ANGRY, SINS: HE THAT CAUSES WRATH IS A MURDERER;
HE THAT SHEDS A LIFE, OF HIM SHALL IT BE DEMANDED.
THE GOOD IS DESTINED TO COME: BLESSED IS HE BY WHOM IT
COMES; THE EVIL TOO IS NEAR TO BE: WOE UNTO HIM BECAUSE OF
WHOM IT COMES.
WHEN THOU COMEST IN WITH THY GIFT TO SET IT ON THE TABLE, BE 
RECONCILED WITH THY ADVERSARY THAT THY GIFT MAY BE RECEIVED FROM THEE.
LOOK OUT, MY BRETHREN: SMITE NOT AT THE LIFE OF THEM THAT... 
................PASS YOU................................
O MAN, THOU DESIREST TO HONOUR THYSELF, LET THY FRUITS... 
FOR THE FRUITS OF THE TREE WHICH...FORTH... 
MAN, THOU LOVEST THY LIFE: LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR AS THYSELF;
THAT WHICH...DO IT NOT, THAT THOU COME NOT TO
JUDGMENT CONCERNING IT. IF THOU ART TO GIVE A LESSON, PERFORM IT
FIRST BEFORE THOU GIVEST IT...THOU SHALT BE A SIGN OF THAT 
...JUDGE NOT THY BROTHER IN THE THING WHICH THOU SHALT BE FOUND...
LOOK NOT AT THE MOTE WHICH IS IN HIS EYE LEST............ALL OF IT 
BENEATH THINE.
HE HAS NEED OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO GOES........AND BEARS FORTH THE 
BURNING OF THE MEDICINES, THAT HE MAY SEE THE LIGHT. THE PHYSICIAN OF THE 
SOULS, HE IS THE LIGHT-MIND; THIS IS THE NEW MAN: THE BURNING MEDICINES ARE
THE COMMANDMENTS. BUT THE COOL MEDICINES, THEY ARE THE FORGIVENESS OF 
SINS: HE THAT WOULD BE HEALED, LO, OF TWO KINDS ARE THE MEDICINES OF LIFE.
BE NOT ASHAMED, O FAITHFUL ONE, AS THOU GOEST UNTO THY...LIFE;
DO NOT SEEK TO PLEASE MAN AND BECOME AN ENEMY OF GOD.
THOU HAST BEEN ASHAMED OF HIM TODAY: HE WILL BE ASHAMED OF THEE
AT THE END: DO NOT BE AT EASE IN THY BODY AND PAY THE PENALTY WITH THY SOUL.
FOR ALL MEN ARE RUNNING ABOUT, DESIRING TO PROFIT THEIR SOUL, FEARING AND ALL
CONFOUNDED, DESIRING TO SAVE THEIR LIVES.
THE LIFE AND DEATH OF EACH MAN IS IN HIS HANDS, HE KNOWING THAT PERCHANCE
THIS IS THE MAN WHO SHALL BE HALF DEAD IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WAY.
THEY ALL PASSED HIM BY, NONE PITIED HIM SAVE ONLY THE FAITHFUL WHO KNEW THEIR SOUL.
THE FIRE THAT DWELLS IN THE BODY, ITS AFFAIR IS EATING AND DRINKING; BUT THE SOUL THIRST
FOR THE WORD OF GOD ALWAYS. BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE HEART CONDEMNS HIM NOT;
THE FAITHFUL MAN OF GOD JUDGES HIMSELF OF HIS OWN ACCORD.
PRAY FOR THY ENEMIES, BLESS THEM THAT REVILE THEE, THAT THOU MAYEST BE GOOD 
LIKE THY FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN. HE THAT SHINES...THAT ARE EVIL AND 
THEM THAT ARE GOOD EQUALLY, SPREADING HIS LIGHT UPON EVERY MAN.
LET US BE MERCIFUL TO ONE ANOTHER THAT WE MAY OURSELVES RECEIVE MERCY;
LET US FORGIVE ONE ANOTHER THAT WE OURSELVES BE FORGIVEN.
GLORY AND HONOUR TO JESUS, THE KING OF THE HOLY ONES AND HIS HOLY ELECT 
AND THE SOUL OF PLOUSIANE AND THE BLESSED MARY!
PSALM CCXL 
OF THE MANICHAEAN BEMA PSALMS
WE BLESS AND SING TO THEE, OUR FATHER MANI, OUR SAVIOUR, O GLORIOUS ONE.
THOU ART HE UNTO WHOM WE CALL, FATHER, KING, GOD IMMORTAL; HEAR THE
PRAYER OF THY FOLD, O GLORIOUS ONE.
...HE WHOM THE FATHER SENT FORTH FROM ON HIGH THAT HE MIGHT RELEASE
THE SOULS THAT ARE COUNTED TO HIM, O GLORIOUS ONE.
WE NOW THEREFORE MAKE FESTIVAL FULFILLING THY HOLY DAY, PASSING THE 
NIGHT IN VIGIL IN THY JOY, O GLORIOUS ONE.
THOU ART A CREATURE IMMORTAL ON THE DAY OF THIS THIRD; THOU ART AN ENVOY,
ANOTHER HAS, SEND THEE TO US, O GLORIOUS ONE.
WASH US NOW THEREFORE IN THE DEW-DROPS OF THY JOY, FOR WE ARE ORDAINED
TO THE SERVICE OF THE HOLY BEMA, O GLORIOUS ONE.
OPEN TO US THE PASSAGE OF THE VAULTS OF THE SKIES AND WALK BEFORE
US TO THE JOY OF THY KINGDOM, O GLORIOUS ONE.
WE ARE WONT TO WORSHIP THE SIGN OF THY SEAT WHEN THOU SPREADEST
IT OUT ON THE DAY OF THE FILLING OF THE MEASURE WHICH IS HIDDEN TODAY, 
O GLORIOUS ONE.
GLORY TO THEE, MANI, GLORIOUS ONE; VICTORY TO THY BLESSED BEMA, 
O GLORIOUS ONE, AND THE SOUL OF THE BLESSED MARY.
PSALM CCXLI 
OF THE MANICHAEAN BEMA PSALMS
 OPEN THE DOORS OF MERCY; ARISE THAT WE MAY RECEIVE THE PRESENT.
THE GREAT JUDGE IS SEATED: LET US GATHER AND GLORIFY HIM AND BLESS HIM.
SAY: HAIL NEW SUN, THAT HAS COME FORTH WITH HIS LIGHT.
HAIL HOLY SPIRIT, THAT ART COME TODAY TO SAVE US: 
OUR LORD MANI, THAT FORGIVES US OUR SINS.
BLESSING TO THY FATHER PEACE TO THE KINGDOM ON HIGH.
THANKS TO THY DIVINE BRETHREN WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN THEY COMING TO US.
GLORY TO THE AEONS OF LIGHT WHO COMMEMORATED THE THINGS PERTAINING TO 
THE CELEBRATION OF THY BIRTH INTO MATTER.
WE WORSHIP THE SHIPS OF LIGHT THAT FERRIED THEE ACROSS AS THOU CAMEST.
HONOUR TO THE PERFECT MAN, THE WAY OF PEACE WHEREBY THOU DIDST COME.
WE BLESS THY LIGHT-FAMILIAR, THE CHRIST, THE AUTHOR OF OUR GOOD.
HONOUR TO THY WISDOM THAT HAS DEFEATED THE ERROR OF THE DIVISIONS.
WE BLESS THE ANGELS THAT BROUGHT THEE FROM BOUND TO BOUND.
WE WORSHIP THY SUFFERINGS WHICH THOU DIDST ENDURE BECAUSE OF THY CHILDREN:
FOR THOU DIDST LEAVE THY GREAT GLORY, THOU DIDST COME AND GIVE THYSELF FOR SOULS.
THOU DIDST ASSUME DIFFERENT FORMS UNTIL THOU HADST VISITED ALL RACES: 
FOR THE SAKE OF THY LOVED ONES, UNTIL THOU HADST CHOSEN THEM OUT OF THEIR MIDST.
.........THE EARTH, THE SEAS AND THE.........ALSO.
THOU DIDST SEEK OUT THY BELOVED, THY CHURCH, UNTIL THOU HADST FOUND HER.
THOU DIDST APPEAR UNTO THE CROWNED ONES, THE PRINCES RECEIVED THY WORD.
SHAPUR HONOURED THEE, OROMAZD ALSO RECEIVED THY TRUTH.
................BAHRAM...FOR HE BELIEVED NOT IN THY PREACHING.
HE HEARKENED TO THY ENEMIES, THE DENIERS OF THY HOPE.
................HEROD, WHO CRUCIFIED JESUS CHRIST.
WOE UNTO THEM, THE CHILDREN OF THE FIRE; FOR THEY SINNED AGAINST THY HOLY BODY.
I WAS SPEAKING OF THE MAGI WHO LOOKED UPON THY BLOOD.
THEY LOVED THE EVIL-GENIUS OF THE PERSECUTORS, THE MURDERERS OF GOD.
THEY WROTE THEIR LYING SCREEDS, THEY GAVE THEM OUR CONCERNING THEE.
O JUDGE OF ALL THE RACES, THEY ARRAIGNED THEE AND JUDGED THEE.
FROM THE TIME THAT THOU DIDST CONFOUND THEIR ERROR THEY LOADED THEE WITH IRON
AND BOUND THEE.
THEY LOADED THY HANDS AND FEET AND PUT FETTERS ALSO UPON THY BODY.
THEY CAST THEE INTO THEIR PRISONS, THINKING THAT THEY COULD HOLD THEE IN.
THOU DIDST SPEND TWENTY-SIX DAYS AND NIGHTS OF THEM IN IRONS.
................THY CHILDREN BESIDE THEE, THOU DIDST EMBRACE THEM ALL.
[ILLEGIBLE SECTION]
THOU DIDST APPOINT THE TWELVE TEACHERS AND THE SEVENTY-TWO BISHOPS.
THOU DIDST MAKE SISINNIOS LEADER OVER THY CHILDREN.
WHEN THOU HADST SET THY AFFAIRS IN ORDER THOU DIDST IMPLORE THY FATHER, 
HE ANSWERED THEE.
THOU DIDST LEAVE THEM THY BODY AND DIDST ASCEND TO THY KINGDOM.
THE LAWLESS MEN WERE CONFOUNDED, THEY BROUGHT THEIR WRATH UPON THY BODY.
THEY SHED THY BLOOD IN THE MIDST OF THE STREET OF THEIR CITY.
THEY STRUCK OFF THY HEAD AND SET IT ON HIGH UPON THEIR GATE.
THEY REJOICED IN THY MURDER, KNOWING NOT THAT THERE IS A JUDGEMENT:
FOR AN ACCOUNT SHALL BE DEMANDED OF THY DEATH AND THY BLOOD SHALL BE AVENGED.
THEIR GODLESS [ATHEISTIC] CITY SHALL RECEIVE THE RECOMPENSE FOR THE OUTRAGE WHICH IT COMMITTED.
BLESSED ARE THY LOVED ONES THAT SHED THEIR TEARS FOR THEE.
LO, THE GRIEF OF THY BODY, THE JOY OF THY SPIRIT THAT HAS ASCENDED.
BLESSED ONE, OUR FATHER, NUMBER US ALSO AMONG THY ELECT TODAY.
[ILLEGIBLE SECTION]
THE MAN WHO HAS SUFFERED WRONG - LO, THE PROTECTION OF THE JUDGE LET HIM HASTEN UNTO IT:
HE WHOM GRIEF HAS KILLED, HE ON WHOM ANGER HAS LEAPT:
HE FOR WHOM LUST HAS SOILED THE WHITENESS OF HIS CLOTHES:
HE FROM WHOM OBDURACY STOLE AWAY THE SWEETNESS OF HIS HEART:
HE WHOM FOLLY MADE MOCK OF AND TOOK AWAY HIS WISDOM:
HE FOR WHOM THE DEVOURING FIRE ALLIED WITH HIS ENEMIES, DOING HIM HARM:
HE WHOM OVERWEENING PRIDE DECEIVED AND TUMBLED TO THE GROUND:
LO, THE JUDGE HAS SAT DOWN, HE CALLS OUT THE NAME OF HIM WHO HAS BEEN WRONGED.
THERE IS NO FAVOURING IN HIS JUDGMENT, NO TURNING IN HIS JUSTICE.
HE KNOWS HOW TO FORGIVE HIM THAT SHALL SIN AND REPENT.
HE MAKES RECKONING WITH NONE THAT SHALL COME TO HIM AND IMPLORE HIM.
BUT THE DIVIDED MAN - HIM HE FORGIVES NOT.
LET US NOT NEGLECT OURSELVES AND FAIL IN OUR HEARTS THROUGH OUR OWN FAULT.
LO, THE GREAT PHYSICIAN HAS COME; HE KNOWS HOW TO HEAL ALL MEN.
HE HAS SPREAD HIS MEDICINE-CHEST, HE HAS CALLED OUT, - "HE THAT WISHES TO BE CURED, COME HITHER!"
LOOK AT THE MULTITUDE OF HIS CURES; THERE IS NO CURE SAVE IN HIM.
HE DOES NOT RECOIL FROM HIM THAT IS SICK, HE DOES NOT MOCK HIM THAT HAS A WOUND IN HIM.
A SKILFUL ONE IS HE IN HIS WORK: HIS MOUTH IS ALSO SWEET IN ITS WORDS.
HE KNOWS HOW TO CUT A WOUND, TO PUT A COOL MEDICAMENT UPON IT.
HE CUTS AND CLEANSES; HE CAUTERIZES AND SOOTHES IN A SINGLE DAY.
LOOK, HIS LOVING-KINDNESS HAS MADE EACH ONE OF US REVEAL OUR SICKNESS.
LET US NOT HIDE OUR SICKNESS FROM HIM AND LEAVE THE CANCER IN OUR MEMBERS,
THE FAIR AND MIGHTY IMAGE OF THE NEW MAN, SO THAT IT DESTROYS IT.
HE HAS THE ANTIDOTE THAT IS GOOD FOR EVERY AFFECTION: 
HIS GREAT GOSPEL, THE GOOD TIDINGS OF ALL THEM THAT ARE OF THE LIGHT.
HIS WATER-POT IS THE THESAURUS, THE TREASURE OF LIFE.
IN IT THERE IS HOT WATER: THERE IS SOME COLD WATER ALSO MIXED WITH IT.
HIS SOFT SPONGE THAT WIPES AWAY BRUISES IS THE PRAGMATEIA.
HIS KNIFE FOR CUTTING IS THE BOOK OF THE MYSTERIES.
HIS EXCELLENT SWABS ARE THE BOOK OF THE GIANTS.
THE [...] OF EVERY CURE IS THE BOOK OF LETTERS..
[ILLEGIBLE SECTION.]...HOT, THE TWO PSALMS, THE LAMENTATIONS
..........COOL ALSO, HIS PRAYERS AND ALL HIS LOGIA.
LO, THE TEST OF OUR PHYSICIAN: MY BRETHREN, LET US IMPLORE HIM.
MAY HE GIVE US A CURE THAT HEALS OUR................ 
THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS, THAT HE MAY BESTOW IT UPON US ALL.
MAY HE WIPE AWAY OUR INIQUITIES, THE SCARS THAT ARE BRANDED ON OUR SOULS.
YEAR BY YEAR THERE IS THE DAY: LET US NOT FORGET, SO THAT IT GOES... 
WE ARE HIS HOLY ONES, THEY THAT PREACH AND THEY THAT HEAR, ALL OF THEM.
HE THAT SINGS A PSALM IS LIKE THEM THAT WEAVE A GARLAND.
THEY THAT ANSWER AFTER HIM ARE LIKE THEM THAT PUT ROSES INTO HIS HANDS.
VICTORY TO THE JUDGE OF TRUTH AND HIS GLORIOUS BEMA.
MAY HE GIVE IT TO ALL OF US ALSO, HIS ELECT AND HIS CATECHUMENS.
GLORY AND HONOUR TO THEM THAT KEEP FESTIVAL ON THIS MIGHTY DAY.
VICTORY TO THE SOUL OF PLOUSIANE, APA POLYDOXUS, APA PSHAI, PANAI, PSHAI, 
JMNOUTE, THEONA AND THE SOUL ALSO OF MARY.
MISCELLANEOUS MANICHAEAN HOLY TEXTA
THE MANICHAEAN PSALMS OF THOMAS
I: CONCERNING THE LIGHT
MY FATHER, THE GLAD LIGHT, THE GLAD LIGHT, THE GLORIOUS.
MY FATHER, THE GLAD LIGHT, THE GLAD AND BLESSED LIGHT.
MY FATHER, THE GLAD LIGHT, THE GLAD AND HONORED LIGHT.

HE EVOKED THE AEONS OF LIGHT, HE APPOINTED THEM TO THE JOY OF HIS GREATNESS.
HE EVOKED THE AEONS OF PEACE, IN WHOM THERE IS NO WANING OR DIMINUTION.
HE EVOKED THE AEONS OF LIGHT, HE SUMMONED HIS SONS AND SET THEM UP IN THEM.
HE EVOKED THE AEONS OF PEACE, HE SUMMONED HIS RICHNESSSES AND SET THEM UP IN THEM.
HE EVOKED THE AEONS OF REST, HE SUMMONED HIS ANGELS AND SET THEM UP IN THEM.
HE ESTABLISHED DWELLINGS OF LIFE AND SET UP LIVING IMAGES IN THEM.
HE SET UP LIVING IMAGES IN THEM WHICH NEVER PERISH.
HE EVOKED CLOUDS OF BRIGHTNESS, DROPPING DOWN DEW AND LIFE,
HE SUMMONED A HOLY FIRE, GIVING A SWEET BURNING.
HE EVOKED A WIND AND AND AIR, BREATHING THE BREATH OF THE LIVING.
HE EVOKED HOLY MOUNTAINS, SENDING UP FRAGRANT ROOTS.
THEY ARE ALL IN AGREEMENT AND CONCORD: THERE IS NO WANING OR DIMINUTION IN THEM,
THEY ARE REJOICING AND BEING GLAD IN THE GLORY, FULL, ABIDING IN ETERNITY.
I KNOW NOT WHERE THE SON OF EVIL SAW THEM.
HE ROSE UP SAYING "MAY I BE ONE LIKE THEM?"
WHERE DID THE SON OF EVIL SEE THEM?
HE ROSE UP SAYING, "MAY I BE ONE LIKE THEM?"
WHERE DID THE SON OF EVIL SEE THEM - THE POOR ONE, WHO HAS NOTHING?
NO RICHES IN HIS TREASURE,
NO ETERNITY IN HIS POSSESSION, NO RICHES IN HIS TREASURE?
HE ROSE UP SAYING, "MAY I BE ONE LIKE THEM?"
HE CAUGHT THE HAND OF SEVEN COMPANIONS AND HIS TWELVE HELPERS.
HE CAUGHT THE HAND OF HIS SEVEN COMPANIONS,
HE WENT, HE LOOKED TO THEM IN A MOMENT, IN ORDER THAT,
IF ANY SHOULD FALL AND COME DOWN, HE MIGHT GO AND BE ONE LIKE THEM.
THE GREAT FATHER THEREFORE TOOK THE FIRST STEP.
HE STRENGTHENED ALL HIS ANGELS, SAYING
"ASSEMBLE, ALL OF YOU, AND GUARD YOURSELVES FROM THE EYE OF THE EVIL ONE WHICH HAS LOOKED UP".
ONE OF THE SONS OF LIGHT LOOKED FROM ON HIGH AND SAW HIM.
HE SAID TO HIS RICH BRETHREN:
"O MY BRETHREN, THE SONS OF LIGHT, IN WHOM THERE IS NO WANING OR DISSOLUTION:
I LOOKED DOWN TO THE ABYSS,
I SAW THE EVIL ONE, THE SON OF EVIL,
I SAW THE EVIL ONE, THE SON OF EVIL, DESIRING TO WAGE WAR.
I SAW THEIR CRUEL ARMOR WHICH IS READY TO MAKE THE WAR,
I SAW SNARES SET AND NETS CAST AND SPREAD,
SO THAT THE BIRD WHICH SHOULD COME MIGHT BE CAUGHT AND NOT ESCAPE FROM THEM.
I SAW THEM RECLINING, DRINKING STOLEN WINE, EATING PLUNDERED FLESH."
THE LITTLE ONE PASSED HIS MONTHS UNTIL HE...
HE THAT IS SMALL AMONG THEM THAT ARE ON HIGH STEPPED FORTH.
HE ARMED HIMSELF AND GIRT HIS LOINS.
THE SON OF THE BRIGHTNESSES AND THE RICHNESSES ARMED HIMSELF AND GIRT HIS LOINS.
HE LEAPT AND SPED DOWN INTO THE ABYSS.
HE LEAPT, HE CAME INTO THEIR MIDST THAT HE MIGHT MAKE WAR WITH THEM
HE HUMBLED THE SON OF EVIL AND HIS SEVEN COMPANIONS AND HIS TWELVE MINISTERS.
HE UPROOTED THEIR TENT AND THREW IT DOWN.
HE PUT OUT THEIR BURNING FIRE.
HE FETTERED THE POOR WRETCHES THAT WERE AT HAND, THINKING TO MAKE WAR.
HE SEIZED THEIR CRUEL ARMOR, THAT HAD BEEN PROVIDED TO MAKE A WAR.
HE BROKE THEIR SNARES THAT WERE SET.
HE BURST ALSO THEIR NETS THAT WERE SPREAD.
HE LET THE FISH OUT TO THEIR SEA.
HE LET THE BIRDS FLY IN THE AIR.
HE LET THE SHEEP INTO THEIR FOLD.
HE ROLLED UP HIS WEALTH, HE TOOK IT.
HE TOOK IT UP TO THE LAND OF REST.
THAT WHICH THE LIVING ONES TOOK THEREFORE WAS SAVED.
THEY WILL RETURN AGAIN TO THAT WHICH IS THEIRS.
II: CONCERNING THE COMING OF THE SOUL
THEY THAT ARE NOT AS I AM MADE THEMSELVES LIKE ME.
THEY THAT ARE UNWORTHY OF ME MADE ME ANGRY.
THE WRETCHES THAT BELONG NOT TO THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER ROSE,
THEY TOOK ARMS AGAINST ME,
THEY ROSE, THEY TOOK ARMS AGAINST ME, MAKING WAR WITH ME, MAKING WAR WITH ME,
FIGHTING FOR MY HOLY ROBE,
FOR MY ENLIGHTENING LIGHT, THAT IT MIGHT LIGHTEN THEIR DARKNESS,
FOR MY SWEET FRAGRANCE, THAT IT MIGHT SWEETEN THEIR FOULNESS,
BECAUSE OF MY BRETHREN, THE SONS OF LIGHT,
THAT THEY MIGHT GIVE A PEACE TO THEIR LAND,
BECAUSE OF MY SISTER, THE HOUR OF LIGHT,
THAT SHE MIGHT BE A STRENGTHENING OF THEIR BUILDING.

A PART THEREFORE WENT FORTH INTO MY ROBE,
IT WENT, IT LIGHTENED THEIR DARKNESS:
MY SWEET FRAGRANCE WENT, IT SWEETENED THEIR STINK;
MY BRETHREN, THE SONS OF LIGHT, WENT, THEY GAVE A PEACE TO THEIR LAND;
MY SISTER WENT, THE HOUR OF LIGHT,
SHE WAS A STRENGTHENING OF THEIR BUILDING.

THEY TAKE ARMS AGAINST ME, MAKING WAR WITH ME, CRYING OUT AGAINST ME,
LIKE MEN GOING TO SUBDUE A CAMP; THEY DREW THE SWORDS AGAINST ME,
LIKE MEN GOING TO KILL LIONS; THEY STRETCHED THEIR HANDS TO THE BOW AGAINST ME,
LIKE THIEVES GOING TO ATTACK A MAN, THEY DID NOT STIR FROM WARRING WITH ME UNTIL THEY HAD MADE A WALL AGAINST ME:
THE WEAK AND PARALYZED ONES CONTINUALLY CREPT,
THEY DID NOT STIR UNTIL THEY HAD MADE A WALL AGAINST ME:
THEY ESTABLISHED A WATCH OUTSIDE ME...
THE BELL WAS MADE TO GO [A] ROUND BECAUSE OF ME,
MY GOOD FORTUNE CAME ON MY BEHALF,
THE WRETCHES THINKING IN THEIR HEART THAT I WAS A MAN FOR WHOM NONE WOULD SEEK.

I THEREFORE WAS LOOKING TOWARDS MY FATHER, THAT HE MIGHT SEND AID,
LOOKING TOWARDS MY BRETHREN, THE SONS OF LIGHT, THAT THEY MIGHT COME, TRACKING ME.
MY FATHER THEREFORE SENT THE AID TO ME,
MY BRETHREN AROSE, THEY BECAME ONE WITH ME.
THROUGH A CRY WHICH ONLY MY BRETHREN UTTERED, THEIR WALL TOTTERED AND FELL,
THEIR WALL TOTTERED AND FELL, THEIR WATCHES WERE UNABLE TO STOP THEM,
NOR WAS HE THAT GOES [A] ROUND WITH THE BELL AND CRIES GOOD FORTUNE FOUND,
AGAINST THE CRY WHICH MY BRETHREN UTTERED.
THE DEMONS RAN TO THE DARKNESS,
THE DEMONS RAN TO THE DARKNESS, TREMBLING SEIZED THEIR ARCHON ENTIRELY.
BUT I SAID TO MY BRETHREN, "SUFFER ME YET THIS HOUR".
I WAS QUIETING MY BRETHREN THAT THEY MIGHT NOT DESTROY THEIR FIRMAMENT:
FOR I AWAIT MY ROBE UNTIL IT COMES AND CLOTHES HIM THAT SHALL WEAR IT.
I WILL AWAIT MY ENLIGHTENING LIGHT UNTIL IT STRIPS ITSELF OF THEIR DARKNESS.
I WILL AWAIT MY PLEASANT FRAGRANCE UNTIL IT RETURNS TO ITS PLACE.
I WILL AWAIT MY SISTER, THE HOUR OF LIGHT, UNTIL SHE CASTS THEIR CORRUPTION AWAY.
I WILL AWAIT MY BRETHREN, THE SONS OF LIGHT, UNTIL THEIR STATURE IS COMPLETED FOR THEM.
WHEN THEREFORE MY SHINING ROBE COMES AND CLOTHES HIM THAT SHALL WEAR IT:
WHEN MY PLEASANT FRAGRANCE STRIPS ITSELF OF THEIR STINK AND RETURNS TO ITS PLACE:
WHEN MY LIGHTENING LIGHT LEAVES THE DARKNESS:
WHEN MY BRETHREN, THE SONS OF LIGHT, ARE COMPLETE IN THEIR STATURE:
WHEN MY SISTER, THE HOUR OF LIGHT, GOES UP AND SEES THE LAND OF LIGHT:
THEN I WILL STRIKE MY FOOT ON THE EARTH AND SINK THEIR DARKNESS DOWN.
I WILL SMITE THEIR HEIGHT WITH MY HEAD AND SHAKE THEIR FIRMAMENT
AND THE STARS SHALL FALL DOWN LIKE HAIL...
I WILL UPROOT THE DARKNESS AND CAST IT OUT AND PLANT THE LIGHT IN ITS PLACE,
I WILL UPROOT THE EVIL AND CAST IT OUT AND PLANT THE GOOD IN ITS PLACE.
THE WORLD SHALL BE FULL OF GLORY, THE EARTH SHALL BE WITHOUT SUSPICION,
THE WHOLE WORLD SHALL CONTAIN THE RIGHTEOUS, THEY OF THE EARTH SHALL DWELL IN PEACE,
THERE BEING NO MORE REBEL FROM HENCEFORTH,
NO NAME OF SIN SHALL BE UTTERED AGAIN,
THE RICH ONES OF LIGHT SHALL REJOICE ON EVERY SIDE WITHOUT ANY GRIEF.
THAT WHICH THE LIVING ONES TOOK WAS SAVED, THEY WILL RETURN AGAIN TO THAT WHICH IS THEIR OWN.
III: CONCERNING THE FIRST MAN
THE SHIP WHOSE KEEL IS THE DAWN,
THE ROPES OF LIGHT ARE THEY THAT ARE ON IT,
ITS HELMSMEN ARE GLORIOUS ONES,
ITS CREW ARE CLOTHED WITH THE DAWN,
THEY THAT BRING THE TREASURE OF THE MIGHTY ONE THAT IS UPON IT,
IMMEASURABLE AND COUNTLESS,
LADEN WITH THE WEALTH OF THE LIVING ONES WHICH CAN NEVER BE COUNTED.
I KNOW NOT WHERE THE SON OF EVIL SAW IT.
HE TOOK THIEVES AND SENT THEM TO IT,
THE THIEVES POURED UPON THE SHIP,
THEY DREW IT OUT INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE SEA,
THEY WOUNDED ITS HELMSMEN,
THEY THAT WERE ENTRUSTED WITH THE TREASURE,
THEY WERE ENDANGERED.
THEY SEIZED THE TREASURE OF THE MIGHTY ONE WHICH IS MEASURELESS AND COUNTLESS,
THEY STOLE THE WEALTH OF THE MIGHTY ONE WHICH IS MEASURELESS AND COUNTLESS,
THEY STOLE THE WEALTH OF THE LIVING ONES WHICH CAN NEVER BE COUNTED.
THE TREASURE WHICH THEY STOLE FROM IT THEY SPREAD AND SCATTERED TO THEIR WORLDS,
THEY TOOK ROOTS AND FRAGRANT GRASSES AND PLANTED THEM IN THEIR LAND,
THEY FILLED IT.
THEY TOOK, BERYL’S AND JEWELS,
NAILED THEM AND FIXED THEM TO THEIR FIRMAMENT.
THE HUNGRY ATE AND WERE SATED,
THE PROSTRATE ONES AROSE,
THE NAKED WERE CLOTHED,
THEY BOUND DIADEMS UPON THEIR HEADS,
THE POOR BECAME RICH AND GLORIED IN THINGS THAT WERE NOT THEIRS.
THE REPORT THEREFORE REACHED THE MIGHTY ONE THAT AN ENEMY HAD OVERTAKEN HIS SHIP
AND ITS HELMSMEN WERE WOUNDED
AND THEY THAT WERE ENTRUSTED WITH THE TREASURE WERE ENDANGERED.
HE CALLED AN ENVOY, A STOREHOUSE OF LIFE, WHICH IS THE MIND,
HE CALLED AN ENVOY AND SENT HIM FORTH UNTO THE SHIP, SAYING,
"GO TO THE PLACE HITHER; TEND ITS HELMSMEN;
SET THEM UP THAT WERE ENTRUSTED WITH THE TREASURE;
DIG UP THEIR LAND AND UPTURN THE FRAGRANT ROOTS;
DESTROY AND TUMBLE DOWN THEIR FIRMAMENT AND CAST DOWN THE JEWELS AND THE BERYL’S;
GATHER ALL THE TREASURE OF THE MIGHTY ONE AND TAKE IT AND PUT IT ABOARD THE SHIP;
DISHONOR THEM, THE POOR ONES, AND CAST THE DIADEM FROM THEIR HEAD;
DISHONOR THE POOR ONES THAT GLORY IN THINGS THAT ARE NOT THEIRS;
AID THE RIGHTEOUS THAT THERE MAY BE SENT UP TO THEM THE DISTILLED PART."
THEN HE ARMED HIMSELF AND GIRT HIMSELF AT ONCE, THE SON OF THE LIGHTS AND THE RICHNESSES,
HE ARMED HIMSELF AND GIRT HIS LOINS;
HE LEAPT AND CAME FORTH UNTO THE SHIP;
HE TENDED ITS HELMSMEN;
HE AIDED ITS FAITHFUL ONES;
HE DUG UP THEIR LAND WITH THE SPADE;
HE TORE UP THE FRAGRANT ROOTS AND TOOK THEM;
HE DESTROYED THEIR FIRMAMENT;
HE CAST THE BERYL’S AND THE JEWELS DOWN;
HE DISHONORED THEM, THE POOR ONES;
HE CAST THE DIADEM FROM THEIR HEAD;
HE HELPED HIS RIGHTEOUS THAT ALL THE DISTILLED PART MIGHT BE SENT UP TO THEM ON HIGH;
HE STRENGTHENED THE SHIP AND SET A BULWARK ON IT AND TOOK IT UP AS A GIFT TO THE MIGHTY ONE;
HE TOOK IT UP AS A GIFT TO THE MIGHTY ONE;
PEACEFULNESS CAME TO THE LAND OF LIGHT; THE SHIP SENT A PALM FORTH;
ITS HELMSMEN CAME TO THAT WHICH IS THEIRS.
IV: CONCERNING THE FIRST MAN: THAT OF THE CROSS OF LIGHT.
THE YOUTH GROANED AND WEPT IN THE PIT WHICH IS AT THE BOTTOM OF HADES;
THE YOUTH GROANED AND WEPT, HIS CRY ROSE UP:
"HAST THOU NOT HEARD, O GREAT BRIGHTNESS?
HAS NONE INFORMED YOU THAT HADES HAS BEEN, STIRRED UP,
AND REBELLED
AND THEY OF THE ABYSS HAVE PUT THEIR ARMS UPON THEM?
THE FALSE GODS THAT HAVE REBELLED
HAVE TAKEN THEIR ARMOR AGAINST ME.
THE GODDESSES, THE DAUGHTERS OF SHAME, HAVE SET UP THEIR ARMOR AGAINST ME;
THE GODDESSES, THE DAUGHTERS OF SHAME, HAVE SET UP THEIR SPEARS:
THE STINKING AND FOUL DEMONS HAVE PREPARED TO MAKE WAR WITH ME."
WHEN THE MIGHTY ONE HEARD,
WHEN THEY TOLD HIM, THE WORD HE CALLED AN ENVOY,
THE ADAMAS OF LIGHT, THE SON OF THE...
HE CALLED THE ADAMAS OF LIGHT, THE PITILESS, THE SUBDUER OF THE REBELS,
SAYING, "GO DOWN, GO, O ADAMAS; SUCCOR THE YOUTH;
SUCCOR THE YOUTH THAT IS BENEATH THE PIT THAT IS AT THE BOTTOM OF HADES;
THE DEMONS,
-- PUT FETTERS ON THEIR FEET;
THE GODDESSES,
-- PUT IRON ON THEIR HANDS
THE STINKING AND FOUL DEVILS,
-- LET THEIR NECK BREAK BENEATH THE COLLAR;
THE FALSE GODS THAT HAVE REBELLED,
-- BIND THEM BENEATH THE DARK MOUNTAIN;
STRENGTHEN AND ENCOURAGE THE YOUTH WHO IS BENEATH THE PIT WHICH IS HADES BELOW;
STRENGTHEN AND ENCOURAGE THE YOUTH, AND GO AND COME UP BEFORE THY FATHER".
THE ADAMAS ARMED HIMSELF AND SPED DOWN;
HE SUCCORED THE YOUTH;
HE SUCCORED THE YOUTH BENEATH THE PIT OF HADES WHICH IS BELOW;
HE PUT FETTERS ON THE FEET OF THE DEMONS; HE PUT IRON ON THE HANDS OF THE GODDESSES;
THE STINKING AND FOUL DEVILS,
-- HE MADE THEIR NECK BREAK BENEATH THE COLLAR;
THE FALSE GODS ALSO THAT REBELLED HE BOUND BENEATH THE DARK MOUNTAIN;
HE STRENGTHENED AND ENCOURAGED THE YOUTH THAT WAS BENEATH THE PIT OF HADES BELOW;
HE STRENGTHENED AND ENCOURAGED THE YOUTH;
HE WENT AND CAME UP BEFORE HIS FATHER;
HIS FATHER SAID, "ALL HAIL TO THEE."
THE RICH ONES OF LIGHT SAID "GREETING AND PRAISE,
RECEIVE GREETING AND PRAISE, O YOUTH, FOR THOU HAST FOUND REST, O LITTLE ONE".
V: THE SOUL, WHICH IS THE FIRST MAN.
O THE TREASURE OF THE GREAT ONES OF LIFE, THE JEWEL OF THE LIVING MIGHTY ONES.
O THE GREAT TREASURE OF THE LIVING ONES. WHO ARE YOU FROM THE STOREHOUSES?
WHO ARE YOU FROM THE STOREHOUSES?
HE CAST HIM BENEATH THE DARK MOUNTAIN, THE DWELLING OF THEM OF THE HEBDOMAD.
THEY OF THE HEBDOMAD CAME, THEY CAUSED THE TREASURE TO RUN AND IT CAME FORTH.
THEY SET SIXTY SNARES FOR ME, THEY SPREAD SIXTY TRAPS;
THEY SMEARED MADNESS ON THEIR SNARES;
THEY PUT FIRE IN THEIR TRAPS,
THE WRETCHES THINKING IN THEIR HEART THAT I SHOULD FALL INTO THE SNARES AND BE DEFEATED.
BUT THEY KNOW NOT, THEY OF THE HEBDOMAD, THAT MY EYES SEE THE SNARES,
MY EYES SEE THE SNARES, MY HEART MARKS THE TRAPS.
I JOINED MY FEET, I SEIZED THEM, THE TRAPS...OF THE...
I RUN, THEY RUN AFTER ME...ME IN THE WORLD:
I RUN, THEY RUN AFTER ME, THAT...FORTH TO THE MAN, FOR HE HAS ESCAPED FROM THE SNARES,
HE HAS GOT FREE FROM THE TRAPS.
I TURNED BACK, I SAID THE THEM, THE WEAKLINGS, THE WRETCHES THAT RUN AFTER ME,
"GO AWAY, GO, YOU OF THE...
GO, ATTEND TO YOUR SNARES;
GO, ATTEND TO YOUR SNARES AND LET YOUR SNARES ATTEND TO YOU.
GO, SINK DOWN IN THE MADNESS AND FALL INTO THE FIRE THAT IS KINDLED;
I AM NOT OF THE SONS OF THE WORLD THAT I SHOULD FALL INTO THE SNARES AND BE CAUGHT.
I AM A... OF THE LIVING ONES, A LAMP OF LIGHT ENTIRE." I
WALKED THEREFORE, I..., I WALKED, UNTIL I REACHED THE BANK OF THE EUPHRATES:
ON THE BANK OF THE RIVER...THERE IS A YOUTH SITTING, MAKING MUSIC,
THE YOUTH THERE SITS AND MAKES MUSIC IN THE SCENT OF LIFE WHICH DWELT UPON HIM.
HE SAID, "MY HEART, BE A MOUNTAIN FOR ME: MY CONSCIENCE, GROW FOR ME INTO A MIND.
MY HEART, BE A MOUNTAIN FOR ME.
BE...AND THE LIVING ONES SEND AFTER YOU...HOW LONG,
FOR THEY TOOK AN ENVOY, THEY SENT HIM AFTER ME,
HE GRASPED THE...OF MY HAND,
HE BROUGHT ME UP TO THE LAND OF PEACE.
VI: CONCERNING THE LIVING SPIRIT
I WAS CLOTHED, AS I STOOD, IN A ROBE WITHOUT SPOT,
A ROBE WITHOUT SPOT, WHEREIN THERE WAS NO WANING OR DIMINUTION EVER.
THE LIVING ONES PASSED MY CRY...MY CARE, I AROSE;
THEY GRASPED...ME TO THAT WHICH...GAVE TO ME;
THE LIGHT NO LONGER...THEY SAID TO ME,
"THOU...THE LIGHT................FULL OF LIGHT;
WHEN THE LIGHT THEREFORE GOES TO ITS PLACE
THE DARKNESS SHALL FALL AND NOT RISE AGAIN HENCEFORTH.
VII: THAT OF THE LIVING SPIRIT.
O WISE ONE OF THE...WHO CAME TO SUBDUE THE REBELS OF THE WORD.
HE FLOATED IN GREAT POWER, HE APPEARED IN GREAT BRIGHTNESS;
IN HIS POWER AND THE POWER OF HIS FATHER HE CAME,
HE MADE WAR WITH THEM;
HE SUBDUED THEIR CAMPS;
HE HURT THEIR HEIGHT...HE CAME,
HE CAUGHT..., HE THREW THE DIADEM FROM HIS HEAD,
HE THREW THE DIADEM FROM HIS HEAD, HE...OF THE FIRE,
HE FETTERED THE TYRANTS OF THE EARTH,
HE TOOK FROM THEM THEIR KINGDOM, HE DEPRIVED THEM OF THEIR KINGDOM,
HE CAUSED THEM TO BE LED AWAY TO THE PUNISHMENT,
HE SEIZED THE AUTHORITIES, HE WRESTED FROM THEM THEIR POWER,
HE CAST THEM FROM THE...OF THE FIRE, HE CLOSED THE FOUNTAINS OF FIRE,
HE CLOSED THE FOUNTAINS OF FIRE THAT THEY MIGHT NOT AGAIN SEND UP DARKNESS,
HE QUENCHED THE FURNACES OF FIRE,
HE BROUGHT THE LIGHT
HE SET IT IN ITS PLACE,
HE CLOSED THE DOORS OF HADES THAT THE RIGHTEOUS MIGHT NOT BE SHUT IN IN THEM; HE STOPPED,
HE HINDERED THE COURSE THAT...
HE SEIZED THE GODDESSES AND THE GODS, HE, WREST THEIR VEHICLES FROM THEM,
HE TOOK THEIR VEHICLES FROM THEM, HE APPOINTED THEM TO...OF THE LIVING,
HE BLOCKED THE TROUBLED RIVERS,
HE DISTILLED THE CLEAR WATERS,
HE UPROOTED THE DARKNESS AND CAST IT OUT;
HE BROUGHT THE LIGHT AND PLANTED IT IN ITS PLACE;
HE CLOSED ALL THE FOUNTAINS,
HE PUT THE...UPON THEM,
HE SPREAD OUT THE GREAT SEA,
HE BUILT THE SHIPS AND LAUNCHED THEM ON IT,
THE SHIPS OF THE GREAT TRADERS, THE FAITHFUL MEN OF TRUTH,
THE BARKS OF THE MERCHANTS, THAT WILL CONVEY UP THE DISTILLED PART TO LIFE.
HE SUBDUED THE GREAT SEA, HE SUBDUED THE REBELS ALSO THAT ARE IN IT,
HE SANK ITS REBELS ALSO IN IT, HE SET GUARDS OVER THEM TO WATCH THEM,
HE SET UP THEM THAT FELL,
HE HEALED THEM THAT WERE WOUNDED,
HE AWAKENED THEM THAT SLEEP,
HE GAVE MEMORY TO THEM THAT FORGOT,
HE GAVE THE LIGHT TO THE EYES OF THE RIGHTEOUS, THAT THEY MIGHT GO UP AND SEE THE LAND OF LIGHT,
HE GATHERED THEM THAT WERE SCATTERED,
HE ENLIGHTENED THE POOR ONES OF DARKNESS,
HE APPOINTED AND MADE STRAIGHT THE COURSE WHICH HIS LIVING FATHER ENJOINED ON HIM,
HE MADE SMOOTH THE ROYAL ROAD THAT THE RIGHTEOUS MIGHT GO UPON IT,
THE RIGHTEOUS MIGHT GO UPON IT AND SEE THE LAND OF LIGHT.
BRIGHTNESS IS SET UPON THEM THERE,
A DIADEM IS BOUND UPON THEIR HEAD AND THEY ARE ADDED TO THE NUMBER OF THE ANGELS.
HE PLANTED HIM A PLANT IN THE LIVES,
HE CALLED HIS BELOVED ONES,
HE SET THEM UP UPON IT THAT THEY MIGHT PURIFY THE SEED AND TAKE IT FORTH
...AND PURIFY...THE SEED AND TAKE IT FORTH UPON THE SHIPS AND THE BARKS.
ON THOSE SHIPS OF LIGHT THEREFORE SHALL YOUR SOULS GO ABOARD.
VIII: THAT OF THE ENVOY.
FROM THE RANKS OF THE KINGDOM, FROM THE RANKS OF THE EXALTED ONE,
ONE OF THE SONS OF LIGHT DID................OF THE DARKNESS.
AN IMAGE OF LIGHT WAS REVEALED IN THE DWELLING-PLACE OF THE BEASTS,
AN IMAGE OF LIGHT WAS REVEALED IN THE LAND OF THE FOUL STINK...BALSAM SPREAD.
THE WORLDS AND THEY OF THE...GATHERED AND CAME TO SEE HIS IMAGE,
THEY GROVELLED,
THEY BECAME MAD BECAUSE OF HIS BRIGHTNESS,
THEY AROSE THAT THEY MIGHT MARK HIS LIKENESS,
THEY FELL,
THEY BECAME MAD BY REASON OF HIS BEAUTY,
THEY AROSE THAT THEY MIGHT MARK HIS BEAUTY,
THEY WERE SWEETENED WITH HIS FRAGRANCE,
THEY GROVELLED, THEY BENT THEIR KNEES,
THEY WORSHIPPED HIM,
THEY SET UP THEIR...
THEY SANG TO HIM:
"YOU HAVE COME IN PEACE, O SON OF THE BRIGHTNESSES, SON OF THE LIGHTS AND RICHNESSES.
YOU HAVE COME IN PEACE, O SON OF THE BRIGHTNESSES, WHO SHALL BE THE ILLUMINER OF OUR WORLDS.
COME AND RULE OVER OUR LAND AND SET PEACE IN OUR CITY".
THE DEMONS WERE SAYING THIS WITH THEIR MOUTH, YET PLANNING EVIL NEVERTHELESS IN THEIR HEART:
COME, LET US CAST HIM INTO THE STOCKS,
LET US SET A FETTER ON HIM,
LET US SHUT HIM UP IN A CAGE AND PUT HIM IN THE WORLD AND SECURE HIM.
LET US SHUT HIM UP IN THE CAGE, THAT HE MAY NOT RETURN
AND... THE WORD THAT THE DEMONS SPOKE IN TRUTH,
THE LIVING ONES DESIRED TO SET IT UP,
THEY MADE IT TRUE, THAT WHICH THEY PLANNED, F
OR...HIS...FROM THEM.
WHEN...HAD GONE TO..., THE IRON WENT TO THEIR HANDS,
THEY WERE SHUT UP IN THE CAGE, BECAUSE THEY LOVED NOT THE TRUTH...
BUT THE GREAT LIGHT SPOKE AND SAID TO THEM... 
IT IS NOT POSSIBLE THAT THE GLORIOUS LIGHT SHOULD GO TO THE LAND OF THE DEMONS OF THE DARKNESS.
IT IS NOT POSSIBLE AGAIN THAT THE FRAGRANT SMELL SHOULD...THE LAND OF THE STINK,
IT IS NOT POSSIBLE THAT THE IMAGE OF THE LIVING MAN SHOULD COME TO THE DWELLING-PLACES OF THE BEASTS.
THE LIGHT SHALL GO TO THE LIGHT,
THE FRAGRANCE SHALL GO TO THE FRAGRANCE,
THE IMAGE OF THE LIVING MAN SHALL GO TO THE LIVING LAND FROM WHICH IT CAME.
THE LIGHT SHALL RETURN TO ITS PLACE, THE DARKNESS SHALL FALL AND NOT RISE AGAIN.
IX: THAT OF THE PERFECT MAN.
THERE WAS A MAN WEEPING DOWN IN THE ABYSS:
HIS CRY WAS LIFTED UP.
HE SAID, "..........TO ME.
HAVE THE HOUSEHOLDERS OF THE HOUSE...TAKING UP OUR BURDEN UPON THEM?
...IN THE WORLD, WHILE...DAILY, HIS BURDEN BEING THROWN...
I WILL THROW THE BURDEN AND DASH IT FROM ME; THE DARKNESS SHALL FALL AND NOT RISE AGAIN."
FROM THE HEIGHTS OF TRUTH, THE HOLY ONE DID...HIS REST:
"BEAR THAT WHICH THE ENDURING ONE BEARS, THAT YOU MAY FIND THAT WHICH THE ENDURING ONE FINDS.
STRENGTHEN YOURSELF, STAND FAST, O RIGHTEOUS ONE; STRENGTHEN YOURSELF, STAND FAST YET THIS HOUR.
FOR THE LORD OF THIS HOUSE, THE SEDUCER OF THE WHOLE WORLD, HAS BEEN GIVEN A NUMBER OF MONTHS,
A NUMBER OF YEARS ARE IN HIS HAND...SHALL BE ENDED NOW AND THY AEONS ALL BE FULFILLED.
HIS NUMBER SHALL...AND THE WORLD SHALL FALL AND NOT RISE AGAIN.
THEN THE LIGHT SHALL GO TO THE LIGHT AND THE DARKNESS BE BLOTTED OUT FROM ITS PLACE;
HE THAT IS BELOW THE...SHALL COME UP, HE THAT IS CAST IN THE STOCKS SHALL BE RELEASED.
THE SOULS OF THE LAWLESS SHALL SUFFER IN THE WORLD,
THE MEN...UP UNTO HIM WHOM THEY HAVE GUARDED.
X: CONCERNING THE MOLDING OF THE...
...A..., A KING'S SON, A KING'S SON, …ONE THAT BELONGS TO THE PRINCES.
HE WAS.......THE PRINCES, THEY DID.......
THEY CONVEYED ME FROM TEMPLE TO TEMPLE, THEY TOOK ME,
THEY CAST ME INTO TWO RIVERS, THE TWO RIVERS RECEIVED ME, THEY TOOK ME,
THEY CAST ME OUT INTO THE GREAT SEA.
SEVEN FULL YEARS DID I SPEND, RECEIVING NOURISHMENT IN THE SEA.
AT THE END OF THE SEVEN YEARS I, THE LITTLE ONE, ...SHORE, THAT I MIGHT COME TO LAND;
WHEN THEY WERE ABOUT TO RECEIVE ME...BLATTA;
WHEN THE WORLDS.........BUT THEN WHEN I SAW THEM, I WEPT.
XI: ...CONCERNING HIS SON.
THE LION TOOK MY FAIR DAUGHTER, HE SEIZED HER,
HE TOOK HER WITHIN HIS LAIR WITH HIS GREAT DRAGON ALSO.
WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN HER INTO THEIR PIT THE LION ROARED WITHIN IN HIS LAIR,
IN HIS LAIR, HIS COMPANIONS ALSO GATHERED,
THE DRAGON WHISTLED AND HISSED,
ALL HIS...GATHERED UNTO HIM.
LO, THEY WITH ALL THEIR POWERS ALSO ROAR OUT IN EVERY PLACE,
NOT APPEARING UNTO MY DAUGHTER LEST THEIR POWER SHOULD BE LESSENED.
THEREFORE, I CALL UP WITH MY CRY UNTO THE MIGHTY ONE, THE GREAT ONE OF ALL THE POWERS;
I...MY FATHER, THE SON...WHOSE GARMENT IS SET UPON THE UNIVERSE, SAYING:
"IF I HAVE DONE WRONG TO THE GREAT LION, THEN LET THE LION EAT ME IN HIS LAIR,
IF I HAVE DONE WRONG TO THE GREAT DRAGON, LET HIM SWALLOW ME HERE...
BUT IF I HAVE NOT DONE WRONG TO THE LION...FROM HIS MIDST,
LET ME BE ABLE TO ESCAPE FROM HIS LAIR AND BRING MY DAUGHTER AWAY FROM HIM
...THE FATHER OF US ALL, THE GARMENT OF THE...ALL.
I STRUCK ALL THEIR RANKS, ...THEIR NETS ALSO,
I OPENED UP THEIR LAIR; I CAST...INTO IT,
I... THE GREAT DRAGON; THE SERPENT, HIS CONSORT ALSO, I ENMESHED;
I TOOK MY DAUGHTER FROM THEM AND SET HER HIGH ABOVE THEM ALL;
I SHOT AT THEIR TROXOS UNTIL I HAD THROWN IT BENEATH THEM ALL,
IN ORDER THAT I AND MY DAUGHTER MIGHT TOGETHER DESTROY ALL THE NETS,
WE...THE GREAT LION AND THE DRAGON OUT OF THE UNIVERSE,
WE REACHING THE TIME OF THE...IN TO THE LAND OF THE RIGHTEOUS,
AND THAT WE MIGHT...LAND WHICH THEY...THEY KNOW IT;
FROM THE MIDST OF THE SECOND LAIR BROUGHT MY DAUGHTER INTO THE...
THEY ALSO SHALL REJOICE..........SHALL COME TO PASS
AND THE BRIDE SHALL GO TO HER BRIDE-CHAMBER.
XII: ...OF THE SAVIOR
JESUS DUG A RIVER IN THE WORLD;
HE DUG A RIVER, EVEN HE OF THE SWEET NAME.
HE DUG IT WITH THE SPADE OF TRUTH,
HE DREDGED IT WITH THE BASKET OF WISDOM,
THE STONES WHICH HE DREDGED FROM IT ARE LIKE DROPS OF INCENSE;
ALL THE WATERS THAT ARE IN IT ARE ROOTS OF LIGHT AND...
THREE SHIPS SAIL, THEY VOYAGE IN THE RIVER OF TESTING:
ONE LADEN, ONE HALF-FREIGHTED, THE THIRD EMPTY,
THERE BEING NOTHING IN IT.
THE SHIP WHICH IS FULL AND LADEN GOES IN IT, BEING...
IT DOES NOT FEAR...VOYAGES...
THAT WHICH IS HALF-FREIGHTED...BANK
...BANK................................WHICH IS EMPTY,
IT ARRIVED AT THE MIDDLE, IT...THAT WHICH IS ALL LADEN,
IT ARRIVES; THAT WHICH IS EMPTY IS LEFT BEHIND.
WOE TO IT, THE EMPTY ONE, THAT COMES EMPTY TO THE PLACE OF THE CUSTOMS:
IT SHALL BE ASKED, HAVING NOTHING TO GIVE.
WOE TO IT, FOR IT HAS NOTHING ABOARD: IT SHALL BE DESPOILED EVILLY AS IT DESERVES AND SENT BACK TO THE METAAGGISMOS.
IT SHALL SUFFER WHAT THE CORPSES SUFFER, FOR THEY CALLED INTO HIS EAR, HE DID NOT HEAR.
LET US WORSHIP THE SPIRIT OF THE PARACLETE
LET US WORSHIP THE SPIRIT OF THE PARACLETE (COMFORTER). 
LET US BLESS OUR LORD JESUS WHO HAS SENT US THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH. 
HE CAME AND SEPARATED US FROM THE ERROR OF THE WORLD. 
HE BROUGHT US A MIRROR. WE LOOKED INTO IT, AND SAW IN IT THE UNIVERSE.
WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME, 
HE REVEALED TO US THE WAY OF TRUTH AND TAUGHT US THAT THERE ARE TWO NATURES, 
THAT OF THE LIGHT AND THAT OF THE DARKNESS, 
SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER SINCE THE BEGINNING.
THE KINGDOM OF LIGHT CONSISTED OF FIVE GREATNESSES, 
THESE ARE THE FATHER AND HIS TWELVE AEONS,
THE AEON OF AEONS, THE LIVING AIR, AND THE LAND OF LIGHT, 
THE GREAT SPIRIT BLOWS IN THEM AND FEEDS THEM WITH ITS LIGHT.
THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS, HOWEVER, CONSISTED IN FIVE CHAMBERS, 
THESE ARE SMOKE, FIRE, WIND AND WATER AND DARKNESS. 
THEIR RESOLUTION CRAWLS IN THEM, 
MOVES THEM AND SPURS THEM ON TO MAKE WAR WITH ONE ANOTHER.
NOW AS THEY WERE WARRING WITH EACH OTHER, 
THEY MADE BOLD TO ATTACK THE LAND OF LIGHT, 
CONSIDERING THEMSELVES CAPABLE OF CONQUERING IT. 
YET THEY KNOW NOT THAT WHAT THEY THOUGHT WILL RECOIL UPON THEIR OWN HEADS.
BUT THERE WAS A HOST OF ANGELS IN THE LAND OF LIGHT 
WHICH POSSESSED THE POWER TO ISSUE FORTH AND OVERCOME THE ENEMY OF THE FATHER, 
WHOM IT PLEASED THAT THROUGH THE WORD THAT HE WOULD SEND, 
HE WOULD SUBDUE THE REBELS 
WHO DESIRED TO RAISE THEMSELVES ABOVE WHAT WAS MORE EXALTED THAN THEY.
LIKE A SHEPHERD WHO SEES A LION APPROACHING TO DESTROY HIS SHEEPFOLD,
HE USES GUILE, TAKES A LAMB AND SETS IT AS A SNARE THAT HE MAY CATCH IT WITH IT, 
FOR WITH A SINGLE LAMB HE SAVES HIS SHEEPFOLD. 
AFTERWARDS HE HEALS THE LAMB THAT HAS BEEN WOUNDED BY THE LION.
IN THIS WAY TOO THE FATHER ACTED, 
WHO SENT HIS STOUT SON. 
HE PRODUCED OUT OF HIMSELF HIS MAIDEN, FURNISHED WITH THE FIVE POWERS 
THAT SHE MIGHT FIGHT AGAINST THE FIVE ABYSSES OF THE DARK.
WHEN THE WATCHMAN STOOD FAST WITHIN THE FRONTIERS OF LIGHT 
HE SHOWED THE POWERS OF THE DARKNESS HIS MAIDEN, WHO IS HIS SOUL. 
THEY BECAME AGITATED IN THE ABYSS AND WANTED TO POSSESS HER, 
THEY OPENED THEIR MOUTHS AND TRIED TO SWALLOW HER.
HE SEIZED THE MAIDENS POWER AND SPREAD IT OVER THE POWERS OF THE DARKNESS, 
LIKE NETS OVER FISH, HE RAINED HER DOWN ON THEM. 
LIKE PURIFIED CLOUDS OF WATER, SHE PENETRATED INTO THEM LIKE A PIERCING LIGHTNING STROKE. 
SHE CREPT INSIDE THEIR INSIDES AND BOUND THEM ALL WITHOUT THEIR EVER KNOWING.
WHEN THE FIRST MAN HAD ENDED HIS STRUGGLE, THE FATHER SENT FORTH HIS SECOND SON. 
HE CAME AND HELPED HIS BROTHER OUT OF THE ABYSS. 
HE BUILT THIS WHOLE WORLD UP OUT OF THE MIXTURE 
THAT HAD COME INTO EXISTENCE OUT OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS.
ALL THE POWERS OF THE ABYSS HE SPREAD OUT TO THE TEN HEAVENS AND TO EIGHT EARTHS, 
HE SHUT THEM UP INTO THIS WORLD AND MADE IT A DUNGEON FOR ALL THE POWERS OF DARKNESS. 
THIS WORLD IS ALSO, HOWEVER, A PLACE OF PURIFICATION OF THE SOUL 
WHICH HAD BEEN SWALLOWED UP IN THE POWERS OF DARKNESS.
THE SUN AND THE MOON WHERE SET UP AND FIXED IN THE HEIGHTS, TO PURIFY THE SOUL. 
THEY TAKE THE REFINED PART DAILY UPWARD TO THE HEIGHTS BUT THEY DESTROY THE DEPOSIT. 
THEY CONVEY IT UP AND DOWN.
THIS WHOLE WORLD STANDS FIRM FOR A SEASON, 
SINCE THERE IS A GREAT BUILDING BEING ERECTED OUTSIDE THE WORLD. 
AT THE HOUR WHEN THE ARCHITECT SHALL COMPLETE IT, THE ENTIRE WORLD SHALL BE DISSOLVED. 
IT SHALL BE SET AFIRE, THAT THE FIRE MAY MELT IT AWAY.
ALL LIFE, THE REMNANTS OF LIGHT IN EVERY PLACE 
HE SHALL GATHER TO HIMSELF AND FORM OF IT A STATUE (EIDOLON -- IMAGE, LIKENESS). 
EVEN THE RESOLUTION OF DEATH ALSO, THE WHOLE OF DARKNESS, 
HE SHALL GATHER IN AND MAKE AN IMAGE OF ITSELF ALONG WITH THE ARCHON.
IN A MOMENT THE LIVING SPIRIT SHALL COME.  
IT WILL SUCCOR TO THE LIGHT, 
BUT THE RESOLUTION OF DEATH AND THE DARKNESS 
LOCK AWAY IN THE CHAMBER THAT WAS BUILT FOR IT THAT IT MAY LIE IN CHAINS FOREVER.
THERE IS NO OTHER MEANS SAVE THIS MEANS TO BIND THE ENEMY, 
FOR HE SHALL NOT BE RECEIVED INTO THE LIGHT BECAUSE HE IS A STRANGER TO IT, 
BUT HE SHALL ALSO NOT BE LEFT IN HIS LAND OF DARKNESS, 
LEST HE MAY WAGE A GREATER WAR THAN THE FIRST.
A NEW AEON SHALL BE BUILT IN THE PLACE OF THIS WORLD, WHICH SHALL BE DISSOLVED, 
SO THAT IN IT THE POWERS OF LIGHT MAY REIGN 
SINCE THEY HAVE PREFORMED AND FULFILLED THE WHOLE OF THE FATHER'S WILL. 
THEY HAVE OVERTHROWN THE HATEFUL ONE, THEY HAVE DEFEATED HIM FOREVER.
THIS IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF MANI, 
LET US WORSHIP HIM AND BLESS HIM. 
BLESSED IS EVERY MAN THAT MAY TRUST IN HIM 
FOR HE SHALL LIVE WITH THE RIGHTEOUS.
HONOR AND VICTORY TO OUR LORD MANI, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, 
THAT COMETH FROM THE FATHER AND HAS REVEALED TO US 
THE BEGINNING, THE MIDDLE, AND THE END. 
VICTORY TO THE SOUL OF THE BLESSED MARY. THEONA, PSHAI, JEMNOUTE.
THE HYMN OF THE FIRST PRIMAL MAN
THE GOOD GOD, THE HIGHEST OF THE GODS,
A DIADEM AND ETERNAL GLORY, BLISSFUL AMONG THE LIGHTS,
WAS PROUD AND HAPPY WHEN YOU, WERE BORN, IN HIS REALM.
THE TWELVE SONS AND THE AEONS OF THE AEONS OF THE VAST
AIR WERE ALSO HAPPY.
ALL GODS AND THE INHABITANTS OF HIS REALM -
THE MOUNTAINS, TREES, SPRINGS, THE BROAD STRONG PALACES
AND HALLS, WERE HAPPY THROUGH YOU, FRIEND.
WHEN THE LOVELY WOMEN AND GIRLS BORN OF THE SENSE SAW YOU,
THEY PRAISED YOU, BLESSED YOU, PERFECT YOUTH.
SONGS FILLED THE AIR. TAMBOURINE, HARP, AND FLUTE EXPLODED.
ALL GODS STOOD BEFORE YOU, PRINCE, SON OF A KING.
VOICES RING FROM THE VAST AIR, SONGS FROM THE LIGHT-EARTH,
TELL THE FATHER OF LIGHT; 
BORN IS THE BATTLER WHO MAKE PEACE.
THE ALL-GOOD HIGHEST OF THE GODS GIVES YOU THREE TASKS;
DESTROY DEATH, STRIKE THE ENEMIES, AND COVER THE WHOLE
PARADISE OF LIGHT! YOU PAID HOMAGE AND WENT OUT FOR BATTLE
AND COVERED THE WHOLE PARADISE OF LIGHT.
THE TYRANT PRINCE WAS BOUND FOREVER AND THE DWELLING PLACE
OF THE DARK ONES WAS DESTROYED.
THE LIGHT FRIEND, PRIMAL MAN, REMAINED UNTIL HE CARRIED
OUT HIS FATHERS WILL. 
COME TO ME MY KINSMAN, THE LIGHT, MY GUIDE. 
A MANICHEAN PRAYER
COME TO ME, MY KINSMAN, THE LIGHT, MY GUIDE.
SINCE I WENT FORTH INTO THE DARKNESS I WAS GIVEN A WATER TO DRINK.
I BEAR UP BENEATH A BURDEN WHICH IS NOT MY OWN.
I AM IN THE MIDST OF MY ENEMIES, THE BEASTS SURROUNDING ME;
THE BURDEN WHICH I BEAR IS OF THE POWERS AND PRINCIPALITIES.
THEY BURNED IN THEIR WRATH, THEY ROSE UP AGAINST ME.
MATTER AND HER SONS DIVIDED ME UP AMONGST THEM, 
THEY BURNT ME IN THEIR FIRE, THEY GAVE ME A BITTER LIKENESS.
THE STRANGERS WITH WHOM I MIXED, ME THEY KNOW NOT; 
THEY TASTED MY SWEETNESS, THEY DESIRED TO KEEP ME WITH THEM.
I WAS LIFE TO THEM, BUT THEY WERE DEATH TO ME; I BORE UP BENEATH THEM,
THEY WORE ME AS A GARMENT UPON THEM.
I AM IN EVERYTHING, I BEAR THE SKIES, I AM THE FOUNDATION, I SUPPORT THE EARTHS;
I AM THE LIGHT THAT SHINES FORTH, THAT GIVES JOY TO THE SOULS.
I AM THE LIFE OF THE WORLD; I AM THE MILK THAT IS IN ALL TREES; I AM THE SWEET WATER
THAT IS BENEATH THE SONS OF MATTER.
I BORE THESE THINGS UNTIL I HAD FULFILLED THE WILL OF MY FATHER; THE FIRST MAN IS
MY FATHER WHOSE WILL I HAVE CARRIED OUT.
LO, THE DARKNESS I HAVE SUBDUED; LO, THE FIRE OF THE FOUNTAINS I HAVE EXTINGUISHED,
AS THE SPHERE TURNS HURRYING ROUND, AS THE SUN RECEIVES THE REFINED PART OF LIFE.
O SOUL, RAISE YOUR EYES TO THE HEIGHT AND CONTEMPLATE YOUR BOND, LO, YOUR FATHERS
ARE CALLING YOU.
NOW GO ABOARD THE SHIP OF LIGHT AND RECEIVE YOUR GARLAND OF GLORY AND RETURN TO
YOUR KINGDOM AND REJOICE WITH ALL THE AEONS.
THE END OF THE DEFICIENCY 
A MANICHEAN ESCHATOLOGICAL HYMN.
T HIS WHOLE WORLD STANDS FIRM FOR A SEASON, SINCE THERE IS A 
GREAT BUILDING BEING ERECTED OUTSIDE OF THE WORLD,
AT THE HOUR WHEN ITS ARCHITECT SHALL COMPLETE IT,
THE ENTIRE WORLD SHALL BE DISSOLVED.
IT SHALL BE SET AFIRE, THAT FIRE MAY MELT IT AWAY.
ALL LIFE, THE REMNANTS OF LIGHT IN EVERY PLACE
HE SHALL GATHER TO HIMSELF AND FORM OF IT A STATUE.
EVEN THE RESOLUTION OF DEATH ALSO, THE WHOLE OF THE DARKNESS,
HE SHALL GATHER IN AND MAKE AN IMAGE OF ITSELF
ALONG WITH THE ARCHON.
IN A MOMENT THE LIVING SPIRIT SHALL COME.
IT WILL SUCCOR THE LIGHT,
BUT THE RESOLUTION OF DEATH AND THE DARKNESS
IT SHALL LOCK AWAY IN THE CHAMBER 
THAT WAS BUILT FOR IT
THAT IT MAY LIE IN CHAINS IN IT FOREVER.
THERE IS NO OTHER MEANS SAVE THIS MEANS TO BIND THE ENEMY,
FOR HE SHALL NOT BE RECEIVED INTO THE LIGHT
BECAUSE HE IS A STRANGER TO IT, BUT HE SHALL ALSO NOT BE LEFT
IN HIS LAND OF DARKNESS,
LEST HE MAY WAGE A GREATER WAR THAN THE FIRST.
A NEW AEON SHALL BE BUILT IN PLACE OF THIS WORLD,
WHICH SHALL BE DISSOLVED,
SO THAT IN THE POWERS OF LIGHT MAY REIGN
SINCE THEY HAVE PERFORMED AND FULFILLED THE WHOLE OF THE FATHERS WILL.
THEY HAVE OVERTHROWN THE HATEFUL ONE, THEY HAVE DEFEATED HIM FOREVER.
THIS IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF MANI,
LET US WORSHIP HIM AND BLESS HIM.
BLESSED IS EVERY MAN THAT SHALL TRUST IN HIM,
FOR HE SHALL LIVE WITH ALL THE RIGHTEOUS.
HONOR AND VICTORY TO OUR LORD MANI, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH,
THAT COMETH FROM THE FATHER AND HAS REVEALED TO US
THE BEGINNING, THE MIDDLE AND THE END.
VICTORY TO THE SOUL OF THE BLESSED MARY.
THEONA, PSHAI, JEMNOUTE.
JOY CAME OVER ME
...JOY CAME OVER ME 
AND NO ONE WILL EVER BE ABLE TO TELL OF IT.
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
TAKE UNTO YOU THE WORD OF TRUTH
O MEN WHO LOVE GOD!
THE WORLD IS NOTHING.
THERE IS NOTHING TO BE GAINED IN IT.
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
MEN GO ON THINKING THAT 
THEY ARE AT REST
AND THEY KNOW NOT 
THAT TROUBLE IS BEING PREPARED FOR THEM.
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
THEY RUN AND BREAK FORTH 
TILL THE HOUR CATCHES UP WITH THEM.
THEY HAVE BEEN CALLED AND HAVE NOT UNDERSTOOD.
THEY CAME EMPTY AND GO EMPTY.
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
I HAVE DESPISED THE WORLD 
IN ORDER TO GIVE LIFE TO MY SOUL.
THE THINGS OF THE FLESH I HAVE FORSAKEN,
WITH THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT I HAVE MADE MY PEACE.
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
SINCE I HAVE FOUND MY SAVIOR
I HAVE WALKED IN HIS STEPS.
NOTHING COULD KEEP ME
FROM RECEIVING THIS GARLAND.
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
HOW GREAT IS THE JOY
PREPARED FOR THE PERFECT!
...ALL OF YOU, MY BRETHREN,
WE INHERIT IT.
MY BRETHREN, I HAVE RECEIVED MY GARLAND.
SALVATION OF THE SOUL
LIKE THE GRAY WOLF I WILL WALK WITH YOU;
LIKE THE BLACK RAVEN I WILL STAY ON EARTH.
LIKE CHARCOAL TO THE DISEASE,
LIKE THE SPITTLE TO THE WHETSTONE I WILL BE.
YOU ARE OUR POWERFUL AND GREAT RULER.
LIKE GOLD ROUNDED,
LIKE A BALL ROUNDED,
YOU ARE OUR GLORIOUS WISE LORD.
AND YOUR NUMEROUS PEOPLE
AT YOUR WIDE BREAST,
AT YOUR LONG SEAM,
YOU KEEP AND PROTECT, YOU NURSE, TAKE CARE OF.
FROM THE FUNDAMENTAL EPISTLE OF MANI
MANI, BY PROVIDENCE OF GOD THE FATHER, APOSTLE OF JESUS THE CHRIST:
THESE ARE THE HEALTHFUL WORDS FROM THE PERENNIAL AND LIVING SOURCE,
HE WHO FIRST HEARS AND BELIEVES THEM, THEN GUARDS WHAT THEY TEACH, 
SHALL NEVER BE SUBJECT TO DEATH, BUT WILL ENJOY ETERNAL AND GLORIOUS LIFE.
HAPPY INDEED MAY HE BE DEEMED WHO HAS BEEN INITIATED IN THIS DIVINE GNOSIS 
WHEREBY HE WILL BE LIBERATED AND ABIDE IN EVERLASTING LIFE!
MAY THE PEACE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH 
BE WITH THE HOLY AND MOST DEAR BROTHERS 
WHO BELIEVE IN THE HEAVENLY PRECEPTS AND AT THE SAME TIME FULLY KEEP THEM! 
MAY ALSO THE RIGHT HAND OF LIGHT GUARD AND SAVE YOU 
FROM EVERY EVIL ASSAULT AND FROM THE SNARES OF THE WORLD!
MAY THE PITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT OPEN YOUR HEART 
AND LET YOU SEE YOUR SOUL WITH YOUR OWN EYES!
O SOUL…
THIS VISIBLE BEMA (MERCY SEAT), THE WORD,
HAS BEEN SET BEFORE THEE THAT IT MAY SOW IN THEE 
THROUGH WHAT IS VISIBLE 
THE MEMORY OF THE HIDDEN LAW WHICH THOU HAST FORGOTTEN 
SINCE THE DAY THOU DIDST DRINK THE WATER OF THE MADNESS.
O SOUL, SEE: TO THEE HAS COME THE GRACE OF THE DAY OF REJOICING; 
DO THOU REVEAL WITHOUT FEAR ALL THY SINS TODAY 
AND REMEMBER THY END AND PREPARE THYSELF IN THY WORKS, 
FOR THE BEMA OF WISDOM MOVES THEE THERETO.
THIS IS THE WAY OF TRUTH, THIS IS THE STAIRWAY THAT LEADS ON HIGH,
WHICH SHALL TAKE US ON THESE HOLY STEPS!
FROM THE BEGINNING HE IS THIS WAY, NAMELY THE FIRST MAN, 
AND JESUS THE RADIANT, AND THE SPIRITUAL ADVOCATE; 
THEY HAVE SUMMONED THEE, O SOUL! 
THE HYMN OF THE LORD WHICH HE SANG IN SECRET TO THE HOLY APOSTLES, HIS DISCIPLES
XCIV
NOW BEFORE HE WAS TAKEN BY THE LAWLESS JEWS, 
WHO ALSO WERE GOVERNED BY THE LAWLESS SERPENT, 
HE GATHERED ALL OF US TOGETHER AND SAID:
BEFORE I AM DELIVERED UP UNTO THEM LET US SING A HYMN TO THE FATHER, 
AND SO GO FORTH TO THAT WHICH LIETH BEFORE US.
HE BADE US THEREFORE MAKE AS IT WERE A RING, 
HOLDING ONE ANOTHER'S HANDS, 
AND HIMSELF STANDING IN THE MIDST HE SAID: 
ANSWER AMEN UNTO ME. 
HE BEGAN, THEN, TO SING A HYMN AND TO SAY: 
GLORY BE TO THEE, FATHER. 
AND WE, GOING ABOUT IN A RING, ANSWERED HIM:
AMEN. 
GLORY BE TO THEE, WORD: 
GLORY BE TO THEE, GRACE. 
AMEN.
GLORY BE TO THEE, SPIRIT: 
GLORY BE TO THEE, HOLY ONE: 
GLORY BE TO THY GLORY. 
AMEN. 
WE PRAISE THEE, O FATHER; 
WE GIVE THANKS TO THEE, O LIGHT, 
WHEREIN DARKNESS DWELLETH NOT. 
AMEN. 
XCV
NOW WHEREAS WE GIVE THANKS, I SAY:
I WOULD BE SAVED, AND I WOULD SAVE. 
AMEN. 
I WOULD BE LOOSED, AND I WOULD LOOSE. 
AMEN. 
I WOULD BE WOUNDED, AND I WOULD WOUND. 
AMEN. 
I WOULD BE BORN, AND I WOULD BEAR. 
AMEN. 
I WOULD EAT, AND I WOULD BE EATEN. 
AMEN. 
I WOULD HEAR, AND I WOULD BE HEARD. 
AMEN. 
I WOULD BE THOUGHT, BEING WHOLLY THOUGHT. 
AMEN. 
I WOULD BE WASHED, AND I WOULD WASH. 
AMEN. 
GRACE DANCETH. I WOULD PIPE; DANCE YE ALL. 
AMEN. 
I WOULD MOURN: LAMENT YE ALL. 
AMEN. 
THE NUMBER EIGHT (OGDOAD) SINGETH PRAISE WITH US. 
AMEN. 
THE NUMBER TWELVE DANCETH ON HIGH. 
AMEN. 
THE WHOLE ON HIGH HATH PART IN OUR DANCING. 
AMEN. 
WHOSO DANCETH NOT, KNOWETH NOT WHAT COMETH TO PASS. 
AMEN. 
I WOULD FLEE, AND I WOULD STAY. 
AMEN. 
I WOULD ADORN, AND I WOULD BE ADORNED. 
AMEN. 
I WOULD BE UNITED, AND I WOULD UNITE. 
AMEN. 
A HOUSE I HAVE NOT, AND I HAVE HOUSES. 
AMEN. 
A PLACE I HAVE NOT, AND I HAVE PLACES. 
AMEN. 
A TEMPLE I HAVE NOT, AND I HAVE TEMPLES.
AMEN. 
A LAMP AM I TO THEE THAT BEHOLDEST ME. 
AMEN. 
A MIRROR AM I TO THEE THAT PERCEIVEST ME. 
AMEN. 
A DOOR AM I TO THEE THAT KNOCKEST AT ME.
AMEN. 
A WAY AM I TO THEE A WAYFARER… 
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NOW ANSWER THOU UNTO MY DANCING.
BEHOLD THYSELF IN ME WHO SPEAK, 
AND SEEING WHAT I DO, 
KEEP SILENCE ABOUT MY MYSTERIES. 
THOU THAT DANCEST, PERCEIVE WHAT I DO,
FOR THINE IS THIS PASSION OF THE MANHOOD, WHICH I AM ABOUT TO SUFFER. 
FOR THOU COULDEST NOT AT ALL HAVE UNDERSTOOD WHAT THOU SUFFEREST 
IF I HAD NOT BEEN SENT UNTO THEE, AS THE WORD OF THE FATHER. 
THOU THAT SAWEST WHAT I SUFFER SAWEST ME AS SUFFERING, 
AND SEEING IT THOU DIDST NOT ABIDE BUT WERT WHOLLY MOVED, 
MOVED TO MAKE WISE. 
THOU HAST ME AS A BED, REST UPON ME.

WHO I AM, THOU SHALT KNOW WHEN I DEPART. 
WHAT NOW I AM SEEN TO BE, THAT I AM NOT. 
THOU SHALT SEE WHEN THOU COMEST.
IF THOU HADST KNOWN HOW TO SUFFER, 
THOU WOULDEST HAVE BEEN ABLE NOT TO SUFFER. 
LEARN THOU TO SUFFER, AND THOU SHALT BE ABLE NOT TO SUFFER.
WHAT THOU KNOWEST NOT, I MYSELF WILL TEACH THEE. 
THY GOD AM I, NOT THE GOD OF THE TRAITOR. 
I WOULD KEEP TUNE WITH HOLY SOULS. 
IN ME KNOW THOU THE WORD OF WISDOM.
AGAIN, WITH ME SAY THOU: 
GLORY BE TO THEE, FATHER;
GLORY TO THEE, WORD; 
GLORY TO THEE, HOLY SPIRIT. 
AND IF THOU WOULDST KNOW CONCERNING ME, WHAT I WAS, 
KNOW THAT WITH A WORD DID I DECEIVE ALL THINGS 
AND I WAS NO WHIT DECEIVED. 
I HAVE LEAPED: 
BUT DO THOU UNDERSTAND THE WHOLE, 
AND HAVING UNDERSTOOD IT, SAY: 
GLORY BE TO THEE, FATHER.
AMEN.
THE MYSTIC CROSS
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THUS, MY BELOVED, HAVING DANCED WITH US THE LORD WENT FORTH. AND WE AS MEN GONE ASTRAY OR DAZED WITH SLEEP FLED THIS WAY AND THAT. I, THEN, WHEN I SAW HIM SUFFER, DID NOT EVEN ABIDE BY HIS SUFFERING, BUT FLED UNTO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, WEEPING AT THAT WHICH HAD BEFALLEN. AND WHEN HE WAS CRUCIFIED ON THE FRIDAY, AT THE SIXTH HOUR OF THE DAY, DARKNESS CAME UPON ALL THE EARTH. AND MY LORD STANDING IN THE MIDST OF THE CAVE AND ENLIGHTENING IT, SAID: JOHN, UNTO THE MULTITUDE BELOW IN JERUSALEM I AM BEING CRUCIFIED AND PIERCED WITH LANCES AND REEDS, AND GALL AND VINEGAR IS GIVEN ME TO DRINK. BUT UNTO THEE I SPEAK, AND WHAT I SPEAK HEAR THOU. I PUT IT INTO THY MIND TO COME UP INTO THIS MOUNTAIN, THAT THOU MIGHTEST HEAR THOSE THINGS WHICH IT BEHOVETH A DISCIPLE TO LEARN FROM HIS TEACHER AND A MAN FROM HIS GOD.
XCVIII
AND HAVING THUS SPOKEN, HE SHOWED ME A CROSS OF LIGHT FIXED, AND ABOUT THE CROSS A GREAT MULTITUDE, NOT HAVING ONE FORM: AND IN IT (THE CROSS) WAS ONE FORM AND ONE LIKENESS. AND THE LORD HIMSELF I BEHELD ABOVE THE CROSS, NOT HAVING ANY SHAPE, BUT ONLY A VOICE: AND A VOICE NOT SUCH AS WAS FAMILIAR TO US, BUT ONE SWEET AND KIND AND TRULY OF GOD, SAYING UNTO ME: JOHN, IT IS NEEDFUL THAT ONE SHOULD HEAR THESE THINGS FROM ME, FOR I HAVE NEED OF ONE THAT WILL HEAR. THIS CROSS OF LIGHT IS SOMETIMES CALLED THE WORD BY ME FOR YOUR SAKES, SOMETIMES MIND, SOMETIMES JESUS, SOMETIMES CHRIST, SOMETIMES DOOR, SOMETIMES A WAY, SOMETIMES BREAD, SOMETIMES SEED, SOMETIMES RESURRECTION, SOMETIMES SON, SOMETIMES FATHER, SOMETIMES SPIRIT, SOMETIMES LIFE, SOMETIMES TRUTH, SOMETIMES FAITH, SOMETIMES GRACE. AND BY THESE NAMES IT IS CALLED AS TOWARD MEN: BUT THAT WHICH IT IS IN TRUTH, AS CONCEIVED OF IN ITSELF AND AS SPOKEN OF UNTO YOU, IT IS THE MARKING-OFF OF ALL THINGS, AND THE FIRM UPLIFTING OF THINGS FIXED OUT OF THINGS UNSTABLE, AND THE HARMONY OF WISDOM, AND INDEED WISDOM IN HARMONY. THERE ARE OF THE RIGHT HAND AND THE LEFT, POWERS ALSO, AUTHORITIES, LORDSHIPS AND DEMONS, WORKINGS, THREATENING’S, WRATHS, DEVILS, SATAN, AND THE LOWER ROOT WHENCE THE NATURE OF THE THINGS THAT COME INTO BEING PROCEEDED.
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THIS CROSS, THEN, IS THAT WHICH JOINED ALL THINGS UNTO ITSELF BY A WORD, AND SEPARATE OFF THE THINGS THAT ARE FROM THOSE THAT ARE BELOW, AND THEN ALSO, BEING ONE, STREAMED FORTH INTO ALL THINGS, MAKING ALL INTO ONE. BUT THIS IS NOT THE CROSS OF WOOD WHICH THOU WILT SEE WHEN THOU GOEST DOWN HENCE: NEITHER AM I HE THAT IS ON THE CROSS, WHOM NOW THOU SEEST NOT, BUT ONLY HEAREST A VOICE. I WAS RECKONED TO BE THAT WHICH I AM NOT, NOT BEING WHAT I WAS UNTO MANY OTHERS: BUT THEY WILL CALL ME (SAY OF ME) SOMETHING ELSE WHICH IS VILE AND NOT WORTHY OF ME. AS, THEN, THE PLACE OF REST IS NEITHER SEEN NOR SPOKEN OF, MUCH MORE SHALL I, THE LORD THEREOF, BE NEITHER SEEN NOR SPOKEN OF.
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NOW THE UNIFORM CROWD AROUND THE CROSS IS THE LOWER NATURE, BUT THOSE WHOM THOU SEEST IN THE CROSS, IF THEY HAVE NOT ALSO ONE FORM (IT IS BECAUSE) EVERY LIMB OF THE ONE WHO CAME DOWN HAS NOT YET BEEN GATHERED TOGETHER. BUT AS SOON AS THE HIGHER NATURE AND RACE, COMING TO ME IN OBEDIENCE TO MY VOICE, IS TAKEN UP, THEN WHAT DOES NOT HEAR ME NOW WILL BECOME AS THOU ART, AND SHALL NO LONGER BE WHAT IT IS NOW, BUT OVER THEM EVEN AS I AM NOW. FOR UNTIL THOU CALLEST THYSELF MINE, I AM NOT THAT WHICH I AM, BUT IF THOU HEAREST ME ATTENTIVELY, THOU TOO SHALT BE AS I AM, WHILE I SHALL BE WHAT I WAS, AS SOON AS I HAVE BESIDE MYSELF THEE AS I AM. FOR FROM THIS THOU ART.
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NOTHING, THEREFORE, OF THE THINGS WHICH THEY WILL SAY OF ME HAVE I SUFFERED: NAY, THAT SUFFERING ALSO WHICH I SHOWED UNTO THEE AND THE REST IN THE DANCE, I WILL THAT IT BE CALLED A MYSTERY. FOR WHAT THOU ART, THOU SEEST, FOR I SHOWED IT THEE; BUT WHAT I AM I ALONE KNOW, AND NO MAN ELSE. SUFFER ME THEN TO KEEP THAT WHICH IS MINE, AND THAT WHICH IS THINE BEHOLD THOU THROUGH ME, AND BEHOLD ME IN TRUTH, THAT I AM, NOT WHAT I SAID, BUT WHAT THOU ART ABLE TO KNOW, BECAUSE THOU ART AKIN THERETO. THOU HEAREST THAT I SUFFERED, YET DID I NOT SUFFER; THAT I SUFFERED NOT, YET DID I SUFFER; THAT I WAS PIERCED, YET I WAS NOT SMITTEN; HANGED, AND I WAS NOT HANGED; THAT BLOOD FLOWED FROM ME, AND IT FLOWED NOT; AND, IN A WORD, WHAT THEY SAY OF ME, THAT BEFELL ME NOT, BUT WHAT THEY SAY NOT, THAT DID I SUFFER. NOW WHAT THOSE THINGS ARE I SIGNIFY UNTO THEE, FOR I KNOW THAT THOU WILT UNDERSTAND. PERCEIVE THOU THEREFORE IN ME THE REST OF THE WORD (LOGOS), THE PIERCING OF THE WORD, THE BLOOD OF THE WORD, THE WOUND OF THE WORD, THE HANGING UP OF THE WORD, THE SUFFERING OF THE WORD, THE NAILING (FIXING) OF THE WORD, THE DEATH OF THE WORD. AND SO, SPEAK I, SEPARATING OFF THE MANHOOD. PERCEIVE THOU THEREFORE IN THE FIRST PLACE OF THE WORD; THEN SHALT THOU PERCEIVE THE LORD, AND IN THE THIRD PLACE THE MAN, AND WHAT HE HATH SUFFERED.
CII
WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN UNTO ME THESE THINGS, AND OTHERS WHICH I KNOW NOT HOW TO SAY AS HE WOULD HAVE ME, HE WAS TAKEN UP, NO ONE OF THE MULTITUDES HAVING BEHELD HIM. AND WHEN I WENT DOWN, I LAUGHED THEM ALL TO SCORN, INASMUCH AS HE HAD TOLD ME THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAVE SAID CONCERNING HIM; HOLDING FAST THIS ONE THING IN MYSELF, THAT THE LORD CONTRIVED ALL THINGS SYMBOLICALLY AND BY A DISPENSATION TOWARD MEN, FOR THEIR CONVERSION AND SALVATION.
COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (BOOK I)
1. HOW CHRISTIANS ARE THE SPIRITUAL ISRAEL.
THAT PEOPLE WHICH WAS CALLED OF OLD THE PEOPLE OF GOD WAS DIVIDED INTO TWELVE TRIBES, AND OVER AND ABOVE THE OTHER TRIBES IT HAD THE LEVITICAL ORDER, WHICH ITSELF AGAIN CARRIED ON THE SERVICE OF GOD IN VARIOUS PRIESTLY AND LEVITICAL SUBORDERS. IN THE SAME MANNER, IT APPEARS TO ME THAT THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF CHRIST, WHEN WE REGARD IT IN THE ASPECT OF THE HIDDEN MAN OF THE HEART, ROMANS 2:29 THAT PEOPLE WHICH IS CALLED JEW INWARDLY, AND IS CIRCUMCISED IN THE SPIRIT, HAS IN A MORE MYSTIC WAY THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TRIBES. THIS MAY BE MORE PLAINLY GATHERED FROM JOHN IN HIS APOCALYSE, THOUGH THE OTHER PROPHETS ALSO DO NOT BY ANY MEANS CONCEAL THE STATE OF MATTERS FROM THOSE WHO HAVE THE FACULTY OF HEARING THEM. JOHN SPEAKS AS FOLLOWS: REVELATION 7:2-5 AND I SAW ANOTHER ANGEL ASCENDING FROM THE SUNRISING, HAVING THE SEAL OF THE LIVING GOD, AND HE CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE TO THE FOUR ANGELS TO WHOM IT WAS GIVEN TO HURT THE EARTH AND THE SEA, SAYING, HURT NOT EITHER THE EARTH, OR THE SEA, OR THE TREES, TILL WE HAVE SEALED THE SERVANTS OF OUR GOD ON THEIR FOREHEADS. AND I HEARD THE NUMBER OF THEM THAT WERE SEALED, A HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND WHO WERE SEALED, OUT OF EVERY TRIBE OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL; OF THE TRIBE OF JUDA WERE SEALED TWELVE THOUSAND, OF THE TRIBE OF ROUBEM TWELVE THOUSAND. AND HE MENTIONED EACH OF THE TRIBES SINGLY, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF DAN. THEN, SOME WAY FURTHER ON, REVELATION 14:1-5 HE CONTINUES: AND I SAW, AND BEHOLD THE LAMB STANDING ON MOUNT ZION, AND WITH HIM A HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND, HAVING HIS NAME AND THE NAME OF HIS FATHER WRITTEN ON THEIR FOREHEADS. AND I HEARD A VOICE FROM HEAVEN AS THE VOICE OF MANY WATERS, AND AS THE VOICE OF A GREAT THUNDER. AND THE VOICE WHICH I HEARD WAS AS THE VOICE OF HARPERS HARPING WITH THEIR HARPS; AND THEY SING A NEW SONG BEFORE THE THRONE AND BEFORE THE FOUR BEASTS AND THE ELDERS, AND NO ONE COULD LEARN THE SONG BUT THE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND WHO HAD BEEN PURCHASED FROM THE EARTH. THESE ARE THEY WHICH WERE NOT DEFILED WITH WOMEN, FOR THEY ARE VIRGINS. THESE ARE THEY WHO FOLLOW THE LAMB WHITHERSOVER HE GOES. THESE WERE PURCHASED FROM AMONG MEN, A FIRST FRUITS TO GOD AND TO THE LAMB; AND IN THEIR MOUTH WAS FOUND NO LIE, FOR THEY ARE WITHOUT BLEMISH. NOW THIS IS SAID IN JOHN WITH REFERENCE TO THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN CHRIST, FOR THEY ALSO, EVEN IF THEIR BODILY DESCENT CANNOT BE TRACED TO THE SEED OF THE PATRIARCHS, ARE YET GATHERED OUT OF THE TRIBES. THAT THIS IS SO WE MAY CONCLUDE FROM WHAT IS FURTHER SAID ABOUT THEM: HURT NOT, HE SAYS, THE EARTH, NOR THE SEA, NOR THE TREES, TILL WE HAVE SEALED THE SERVANTS OF OUR GOD ON THEIR FOREHEADS. AND I HEARD THE NUMBER OF THEM THAT WERE SEALED, A HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND, SEALED FROM EVERY TRIBE OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL.
2. THE 144,000 SEALED IN THE APOCALYPSE ARE CONVERTS TO CHRIST FROM THE GENTILE WORLD.
THESE, THEN, WHO ARE SEALED ON THEIR FOREHEADS REVELATION 7:3-4 FROM EVERY TRIBE OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, ARE A HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND IN NUMBER; AND THESE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND ARE AFTERWARDS SAID IN JOHN TO HAVE THE NAME OF THE LAMB AND OF HIS FATHER WRITTEN ON THEIR FOREHEADS, AND TO BE VIRGINS, NOT HAVING DEFILED THEMSELVES WITH WOMEN. WHAT ELSE COULD THE SEAL BE WHICH IS ON THEIR FOREHEADS BUT THE NAME OF THE LAMB AND THE NAME OF HIS FATHER? IN BOTH PASSAGES THEIR FOREHEADS ARE SAID TO HAVE THE SEAL; IN ONE THE SEAL IS SPOKEN OF, IN THE OTHER IT APPEARS TO CONTAIN THE LETTERS FORMING THE NAME OF THE LAMB, AND THE NAME OF HIS FATHER. NOW THESE TAKEN FROM THE TRIBES ARE, AS WE SHOWED BEFORE, THE SAME PERSONS AS THE VIRGINS. BUT THE NUMBER OF BELIEVERS IS SMALL WHO BELONG TO ISRAEL ACCORDING TO THE FLESH; ONE MIGHT VENTURE TO ASSERT THAT THEY WOULD NOT NEARLY MAKE UP THE NUMBER OF A HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND. IT IS CLEAR, THEREFORE, THAT THE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND WHO HAVE NOT DEFILED THEMSELVES WITH WOMEN MUST BE MADE UP OF THOSE WHO HAVE COME TO THE DIVINE WORD OUT OF THE GENTILE WORLD. IN THIS WAY THE TRUTH OF THE STATEMENT MAY BE UPHELD THAT THE FIRST FRUITS OF EACH TRIBE ARE ITS VIRGINS. FOR THE PASSAGE GOES ON: THESE WERE BROUGHT FROM AMONG MEN TO BE A FIRST FRUITS TO GOD AND TO THE LAMB; AND IN THEIR MOUTH WAS FOUND NO GUILE, FOR THEY ARE WITHOUT BLEMISH. THE STATEMENT ABOUT THE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND NO DOUBT ADMITS OF MYSTICAL INTERPRETATION; BUT IT IS UNNECESSARY AT THIS POINT, AND WOULD DIVERT US FROM OUR PURPOSE, TO COMPARE WITH IT THOSE PASSAGES OF THE PROPHETS IN WHICH THE SAME LESSON IS TAUGHT REGARDING THOSE WHO ARE CALLED FROM AMONG THE GENTILES.
3. IN THE SPIRITUAL ISRAEL THE HIGH-PRIESTS ARE THOSE WHO DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO THE STUDY OF SCRIPTURE.
BUT WHAT IS THE BEARING OF ALL THIS FOR US? SO, YOU WILL ASK WHEN YOU READ THESE WORDS, AMBROSIUS, YOU WHO ARE TRULY A MAN OF GOD, A MAN IN CHRIST, AND WHO SEEKEST TO BE NOT A MAN ONLY, BUT A SPIRITUAL MAN. 1 CORINTHIANS 2:14 THE BEARING IS THIS. THOSE OF THE TRIBES OFFER TO GOD, THROUGH THE LEVITES AND PRIESTS, TITHES AND FIRST FRUITS; NOT EVERYTHING WHICH THEY POSSESS DO THEY REGARD AS TITHE OR FIRST FRUIT. THE LEVITES AND PRIESTS, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAVE NO POSSESSIONS BUT TITHES AND FIRST FRUITS; YET THEY ALSO IN TURN OFFER TITHES TO GOD THROUGH THE HIGH-PRIESTS, AND, I BELIEVE, FIRST FRUITS TOO. THE SAME IS THE CASE WITH THOSE WHO APPROACH CHRISTIAN STUDIES. MOST OF US DEVOTE MOST OF OUR TIME TO THE THINGS OF THIS LIFE, AND DEDICATE TO GOD ONLY A FEW SPECIAL ACTS, THUS RESEMBLING THOSE MEMBERS OF THE TRIBES WHO HAD BUT FEW TRANSACTIONS WITH THE PRIEST, AND DISCHARGED THEIR RELIGIOUS DUTIES WITH NO GREAT EXPENSE OF TIME. BUT THOSE WHO DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO THE DIVINE WORD AND HAVE NO OTHER EMPLOYMENT BUT THE SERVICE OF GOD MAY NOT UNNATURALLY, ALLOWING FOR THE DIFFERENCE OF OCCUPATION IN THE TWO CASES, BE CALLED OUR LEVITES AND PRIESTS. AND THOSE WHO FULFIL A MORE DISTINGUISHED OFFICE THAN THEIR KINSMEN WILL PERHAPS BE HIGH-PRIESTS, ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF AARON, NOT THAT OF MELCHISEDEK. HERE SOME ONE MAY OBJECT THAT IT IS SOMEWHAT TOO BOLD TO APPLY THE NAME OF HIGH-PRIESTS TO MEN, WHEN JESUS HIMSELF IS SPOKEN OF IN MANY A PROPHETIC PASSAGE AS THE ONE GREAT PRIEST, AS HEBREWS 4:14 WE HAVE A GREAT HIGH-PRIEST WHO HAS PASSED THROUGH THE HEAVENS, JESUS, THE SON OF GOD. BUT TO THIS WE REPLY THAT THE APOSTLE CLEARLY DEFINED HIS MEANING, AND DECLARED THE PROPHET TO HAVE SAID ABOUT THE CHRIST, YOU, ARE A PRIEST FOR EVER, ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHISEDEK, AND NOT ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF AARON. WE SAY ACCORDINGLY THAT MEN CAN BE HIGH-PRIESTS ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF AARON, BUT ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHISEDEK ONLY THE CHRIST OF GOD.
4. THE STUDY OF THE GOSPELS IS THE FIRST FRUITS OFFERED BY THESE PRIESTS OF CHRISTIANITY.
NOW OUR WHOLE ACTIVITY IS DEVOTED TO GOD, AND OUR WHOLE LIFE, SINCE WE ARE BENT ON PROGRESS IN DIVINE THINGS. IF, THEN, IT BE OUR DESIRE TO HAVE THE WHOLE OF THOSE FIRST FRUITS SPOKEN OF ABOVE WHICH ARE MADE UP OF THE MANY FIRST FRUITS, IF WE ARE NOT MISTAKEN IN THIS VIEW, IN WHAT MUST OUR FIRST FRUITS CONSIST, AFTER THE BODILY SEPARATION WE HAVE UNDERGONE FROM EACH OTHER, BUT IN THE STUDY OF THE GOSPEL? FOR WE MAY VENTURE TO SAY THAT THE GOSPEL IS THE FIRST FRUITS OF ALL THE SCRIPTURES. WHERE, THEN, COULD BE THE FIRST FRUITS OF OUR ACTIVITY, SINCE THE TIME WHEN WE CAME TO ALEXANDRIA, BUT IN THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE SCRIPTURES? IT MUST NOT BE FORGOTTEN, HOWEVER, THAT THE FIRST FRUITS ARE NOT THE SAME AS THE FIRST GROWTH. FOR THE FIRST FRUITS ARE OFFERED AFTER ALL THE FRUITS (ARE RIPE), BUT THE FIRST GROWTH BEFORE THEM ALL. NOW OF THE SCRIPTURES WHICH ARE CURRENT AND ARE BELIEVED TO BE DIVINE IN ALL THE CHURCHES, ONE WOULD NOT BE WRONG IN SAYING THAT THE FIRST GROWTH IS THE LAW OF MOSES, BUT THE FIRST FRUITS THE GOSPEL. FOR IT WAS AFTER ALL THE FRUITS OF THE PROPHETS WHO PROPHESIED TILL THE LORD JESUS, THAT THE PERFECT WORD SHOT FORTH.
5. ALL SCRIPTURE IS GOSPEL; BUT THE GOSPELS ARE DISTINGUISHED ABOVE OTHER SCRIPTURES.
HERE, HOWEVER, SOME ONE MAY OBJECT, APPEALING TO THE NOTION JUST PUT FORWARD OF THE UNFOLDING OF THE FIRST FRUITS LAST, AND MAY SAY THAT THE ACTS AND THE LETTERS OF THE APOSTLES CAME AFTER THE GOSPELS, AND THAT THIS DESTROYS OUR ARGUMENT TO THE EFFECT THAT THE GOSPEL IS THE FIRST FRUITS OF ALL SCRIPTURE. TO THIS WE MUST REPLY THAT IT IS THE CONVICTION OF MEN WHO ARE WISE IN CHRIST, WHO HAVE PROFITED BY THOSE EPISTLES WHICH ARE CURRENT, AND WHO SEE THEM TO BE VOUCHED FOR BY THE TESTIMONIES DEPOSITED IN THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, THAT THE APOSTOLIC WRITINGS ARE TO BE PRONOUNCED WISE AND WORTHY OF BELIEF , AND THAT THEY HAVE GREAT AUTHORITY, BUT THAT THEY ARE NOT ON THE SAME LEVEL WITH THAT THUS SAYS THE LORD ALMIGHTY . 2 CORINTHIANS 6:18 CONSIDER ON THIS POINT THE LANGUAGE OF ST. PAUL. WHEN HE DECLARES THAT 2 TIMOTHY 3:16 EVERY SCRIPTURE IS INSPIRED OF GOD AND PROFITABLE, DOES HE INCLUDE HIS OWN WRITINGS? OR DOES HE NOT INCLUDE HIS DICTUM, 1 CORINTHIANS 7:12 I SAY, AND NOT THE LORD, AND 1 CORINTHIANS 7:17 SO I ORDAIN IN ALL THE CHURCHES, AND 2 TIMOTHY 3:11 WHAT THINGS I SUFFERED AT ANTIOCH, AT ICONIUM, AT LYSTRA, AND SIMILAR THINGS WHICH HE WRITES IN VIRTUE OF HIS OWN AUTHORITY, AND WHICH DO NOT QUITE POSSESS THE CHARACTER OF WORDS FLOWING FROM DIVINE INSPIRATION. MUST WE ALSO SHOW THAT THE OLD SCRIPTURE IS NOT GOSPEL, SINCE IT DOES NOT POINT OUT THE COMING ONE, BUT ONLY FORETELLS HIM AND HERALDS HIS COMING AT A FUTURE TIME; BUT THAT ALL THE NEW SCRIPTURE IS THE GOSPEL. IT NOT ONLY SAYS AS IN THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL, JOHN 1:29 BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, WHICH TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD; IT ALSO CONTAINS MANY PRAISES OF HIM, AND MANY OF HIS TEACHINGS, ON WHOSE ACCOUNT THE GOSPEL IS A GOSPEL. AGAIN, IF GOD SET IN THE CHURCH EPHESIANS 4:11 APOSTLES AND PROPHETS AND EVANGELISTS ( GOSPELLERS ), PASTORS AND TEACHERS, WE MUST FIRST ENQUIRE WHAT WAS THE OFFICE OF THE EVANGELIST, AND MARK THAT IT IS NOT ONLY TO NARRATE HOW THE SAVIOUR CURED A MAN WHO WAS BLIND FROM HIS BIRTH, JOHN 9:1 OR RAISED UP A DEAD MAN WHO WAS ALREADY STINKING, JOHN 11:39 OR TO STATE WHAT EXTRAORDINARY WORKS HE WROUGHT; AND THE OFFICE OF THE EVANGELIST BEING THUS DEFINED , WE SHALL NOT HESITATE TO FIND GOSPEL IN SUCH DISCOURSE ALSO AS IS NOT NARRATIVE BUT HORTATORY AND INTENDED TO STRENGTHEN BELIEF IN THE MISSION OF JESUS ; AND THUS WE SHALL ARRIVE AT THE POSITION THAT WHATEVER WAS WRITTEN BY THE APOSTLES IS GOSPEL. AS TO THIS SECOND DEFINITION, IT MIGHT BE OBJECTED THAT THE EPISTLES ARE NOT ENTITLED GOSPEL, AND THAT WE ARE WRONG IN APPLYING THE NAME OF GOSPEL TO THE WHOLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. BUT TO THIS WE ANSWER THAT IT HAPPENS NOT UNFREQUENTLY IN SCRIPTURE WHEN TWO OR MORE PERSONS OR THINGS ARE NAMED BY THE SAME NAME, THE NAME ATTACHES ITSELF MOST SIGNIFICANTLY TO ONE OF THOSE THINGS OR PERSONS. THUS, THE SAVIOUR SAYS, MATTHEW 23:8-9 CALL NO MAN MASTER UPON THE EARTH; WHILE THE APOSTLE SAYS THAT MASTERS HAVE BEEN APPOINTED IN THE CHURCH. THESE LATTER ACCORDINGLY WILL NOT BE MASTERS IN THE STRICT SENSE OF THE DICTUM OF THE GOSPEL. IN THE SAME WAY THE GOSPEL IN THE EPISTLES WILL NOT EXTEND TO EVERY WORD OF THEM, WHEN IT IS COMPARED WITH THE NARRATIVE OF JESUS' ACTIONS AND SUFFERINGS AND DISCOURSES. NO: THE GOSPEL IS THE FIRST FRUITS OF ALL SCRIPTURE, AND TO THESE FIRST FRUITS OF THE SCRIPTURES WE DEVOTE THE FIRST FRUITS OF ALL THOSE ACTIONS OF OURS WHICH WE TRUST TO SEE TURN OUT AS WE DESIRE.
6. THE FOURFOLD GOSPEL. JOHN'S THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE FOUR. QUALIFICATIONS NECESSARY FOR INTERPRETING IT.
NOW THE GOSPELS ARE FOUR. THESE FOUR ARE, AS IT WERE, THE ELEMENTS OF THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH, OUT OF WHICH ELEMENTS THE WHOLE WORLD WHICH IS RECONCILED TO GOD IN CHRIST IS PUT TOGETHER; AS PAUL SAYS, 2 CORINTHIANS 5:19 GOD WAS IN CHRIST, RECONCILING THE WORLD TO HIMSELF; OF WHICH WORLD JESUS BORE THE SIN; FOR IT IS OF THE WORLD OF THE CHURCH THAT THE WORD IS WRITTEN, JOHN 1:29 BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD WHICH TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD. THE GOSPELS THEN BEING FOUR, I DEEM THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE GOSPELS TO BE THAT WHICH YOU HAVE ENJOINED ME TO SEARCH INTO ACCORDING TO MY POWERS, THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, THAT WHICH SPEAKS OF HIM WHOSE GENEALOGY HAD ALREADY BEEN SET FORTH, BUT WHICH BEGINS TO SPEAK OF HIM AT A POINT BEFORE HE HAD ANY GENEALOGY. FOR MATTHEW, WRITING FOR THE HEBREWS WHO LOOKED FOR HIM WHO WAS TO COME OF THE LINE OF ABRAHAM AND OF DAVID, SAYS: MATTHEW 1:1 THE BOOK OF THE GENERATION OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF DAVID, THE SON OF ABRAHAM. AND MARK, KNOWING WHAT HE WRITES, NARRATES THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL; WE MAY PERHAPS FIND WHAT HE AIMS AT IN JOHN; IN THE BEGINNING THE WORD, GOD THE WORD. BUT LUKE, THOUGH HE SAYS AT THE BEGINNING OF ACTS, THE FORMER TREATISE DID I MAKE ABOUT ALL THAT JESUS BEGAN TO DO AND TO TEACH, YET LEAVES TO HIM WHO LAY ON JESUS' BREAST THE GREATEST AND COMPLETEST DISCOURSES ABOUT JESUS. FOR NONE OF THESE PLAINLY DECLARED HIS GODHEAD, AS JOHN DOES WHEN HE MAKES HIM SAY, I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, I AM THE WAY AND THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE, I AM THE RESURRECTION, I AM THE DOOR, I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD; AND IN THE APOCALYPSE, I AM THE ALPHA AND THE OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND THE END, THE FIRST AND THE LAST. WE MAY THEREFORE MAKE BOLD TO SAY THAT THE GOSPELS ARE THE FIRST FRUITS OF ALL THE SCRIPTURES, BUT THAT OF THE GOSPELS THAT OF JOHN IS THE FIRST FRUITS. NO ONE CAN APPREHEND THE MEANING OF IT EXCEPT HE HAS LAIN ON JESUS' BREAST AND RECEIVED FROM JESUS MARY TO BE HIS MOTHER ALSO. SUCH AN ONE MUST HE BECOME WHO IS TO BE ANOTHER JOHN, AND TO HAVE SHOWN TO HIM, LIKE JOHN, BY JESUS HIMSELF JESUS AS HE IS. FOR IF MARY, AS THOSE DECLARE WHO WITH SOUND MIND EXTOL HER, HAD NO OTHER SON BUT JESUS, AND YET JESUS SAYS TO HIS MOTHER, WOMAN, BEHOLD YOUR SON, JOHN 19:26 AND NOT BEHOLD YOU HAVE THIS SON ALSO, THEN HE VIRTUALLY SAID TO HER, LO, THIS IS JESUS, WHOM YOU BORE. IS IT NOT THE CASE THAT EVERY ONE WHO IS PERFECT LIVES HIMSELF NO LONGER, GALATIANS 2:20 BUT CHRIST LIVES IN HIM; AND IF CHRIST LIVES IN HIM, THEN IT IS SAID OF HIM TO MARY, BEHOLD YOUR SON CHRIST? WHAT A MIND, THEN, MUST WE HAVE TO ENABLE US TO INTERPRET IN A WORTHY MANNER THIS WORK, THOUGH IT BE COMMITTED TO THE EARTHLY TREASURE-HOUSE OF COMMON SPEECH, OF WRITING WHICH ANY PASSER-BY CAN READ, AND WHICH CAN BE HEARD WHEN READ ALOUD BY ANY ONE WHO LENDS TO IT HIS BODILY EARS? WHAT SHALL WE SAY OF THIS WORK? HE WHO IS ACCURATELY TO APPREHEND WHAT IT CONTAINS SHOULD BE ABLE TO SAY WITH TRUTH, WE HAVE THE MIND OF CHRIST, THAT WE MAY KNOW THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE BESTOWED ON US BY GOD. IT IS POSSIBLE TO QUOTE ONE OF PAUL'S SAYINGS IN SUPPORT OF THE CONTENTION THAT THE WHOLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT IS GOSPEL. HE WRITES IN A CERTAIN PLACE: ROMANS 2:16 ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL. NOW WE HAVE NO WRITTEN WORK OF PAUL WHICH IS COMMONLY CALLED A GOSPEL. BUT ALL THAT HE PREACHED AND SAID WAS THE GOSPEL; AND WHAT HE PREACHED AND SAID HE WAS ALSO IN THE HABIT OF WRITING, AND WHAT HE WROTE WAS THEREFORE GOSPEL. BUT IF WHAT PAUL WROTE WAS GOSPEL, IT FOLLOWS THAT WHAT PETER WROTE WAS ALSO GOSPEL, AND IN A WORD ALL THAT WAS SAID OR WRITTEN TO PERPETUATE THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST'S SOJOURN ON EARTH, AND TO PREPARE FOR HIS SECOND COMING, OR TO BRING IT ABOUT AS A PRESENT REALITY IN THOSE SOULS WHICH WERE WILLING TO RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD AS HE STOOD AT THE DOOR AND KNOCKED AND SOUGHT TO COME INTO THEM.
7. WHAT GOOD THINGS ARE ANNOUNCED IN THE GOSPELS.
BUT IT IS TIME WE SHOULD INQUIRE WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE DESIGNATION GOSPEL, AND WHY THESE BOOKS HAVE THIS TITLE. NOW THE GOSPEL IS A DISCOURSE CONTAINING A PROMISE OF THINGS WHICH NATURALLY, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THE BENEFITS THEY BRING, REJOICE THE HEARER AS SOON AS THE PROMISE IS HEARD AND BELIEVED. NOR IS SUCH A DISCOURSE ANY THE LESS A GOSPEL THAT WE DEFINE IT WITH REFERENCE TO THE POSITION OF THE HEARER. A GOSPEL IS EITHER A WORD WHICH IMPLIES THE ACTUAL PRESENCE TO THE BELIEVER OF SOMETHING THAT IS GOOD, OR A WORD PROMISING THE ARRIVAL OF A GOOD WHICH IS EXPECTED. NOW ALL THESE DEFINITIONS APPLY TO THOSE BOOKS WHICH ARE NAMED GOSPELS. FOR EACH OF THE GOSPELS IS A COLLECTION OF ANNOUNCEMENTS WHICH ARE USEFUL TO HIM WHO BELIEVES THEM AND DOES NOT MISINTERPRET THEM; IT BRINGS HIM A BENEFIT AND NATURALLY MAKES HIM GLAD BECAUSE IT TELLS OF THE SOJOURN WITH MEN, ON ACCOUNT OF MEN, AND FOR THEIR SALVATION, OF THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION, COLOSSIANS 1:15 CHRIST JESUS. AND AGAIN, EACH GOSPEL TELLS OF THE SOJOURN OF THE GOOD FATHER IN THE SON WITH THOSE MINDED TO RECEIVE HIM, AS IS PLAIN TO EVERY BELIEVER; AND MOREOVER, BY THESE BOOKS A GOOD IS ANNOUNCED WHICH HAD BEEN FORMERLY EXPECTED, AS IS BY NO MEANS HARD TO SEE. FOR JOHN THE BAPTIST SPOKE IN THE NAME ALMOST OF THE WHOLE PEOPLE WHEN HE SENT TO JESUS AND ASKED, MATTHEW 11:3 ARE YOU HE THAT SHOULD COME OR DO WE LOOK FOR ANOTHER? FOR TO THE PEOPLE THE MESSIAH WAS AN EXPECTED GOOD, WHICH THE PROPHETS HAD FORETOLD, AND THEY ALL ALIKE, THOUGH UNDER THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, FIXED THEIR HOPES ON HIM, AS THE SAMARITAN WOMAN BEARS WITNESS WHEN SHE SAYS: JOHN 4:25 I KNOW THAT THE MESSIAH COMES, WHO IS CALLED CHRIST; WHEN HE COMES, HE WILL TELL US ALL THINGS. SIMON AND CLEOPAS TOO, WHEN TALKING TO EACH OTHER ABOUT ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED TO JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF, THEN RISEN, THOUGH THEY DID NOT KNOW THAT HE HAD RISEN FROM THE DEAD, SPEAK THUS, LUKE 24:18-21 DO YOU SOJOURN ALONE IN JERUSALEM, AND KNOW NOT THE THINGS WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE THERE IN THESE DAYS? AND WHEN HE SAID WHAT THINGS? THEY ANSWERED, THE THINGS CONCERNING JESUS OF NAZARETH, WHICH WAS A PROPHET, MIGHTY IN DEED AND IN WORD BEFORE GOD AND ALL THE PEOPLE, AND HOW THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND OUR RULERS DELIVERED HIM UP TO BE SENTENCED TO DEATH AND CRUCIFIED HIM. BUT WE HOPED THAT IT WAS HE WHICH SHOULD REDEEM ISRAEL. AGAIN, ANDREW THE BROTHER OF SIMON PETER FOUND HIS OWN BROTHER SIMON AND SAID TO HIM, JOHN 1:42 WE HAVE FOUND THE MESSIAH, WHICH IS, BEING INTERPRETED, CHRIST. AND A LITTLE FURTHER ON PHILIP FINDS NATHANAEL AND SAYS TO HIM, JOHN 1:46 WE HAVE FOUND HIM OF WHOM MOSES IN THE LAW, AND THE PROPHETS, WROTE, JESUS THE SON OF JOSEPH, FROM NAZARETH.
8. HOW THE GOSPELS CAUSE THE OTHER BOOKS OF SCRIPTURE ALSO TO BE GOSPEL.
NOW AN OBJECTION MIGHT BE RAISED TO OUR FIRST DEFINITION, BECAUSE IT WOULD EMBRACE BOOKS WHICH ARE NOT ENTITLED GOSPELS. FOR THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS ALSO ARE TO OUR EYES, BOOKS CONTAINING THE PROMISE OF THINGS WHICH, FROM THE BENEFIT THEY WILL CONFER ON HIM, NATURALLY REJOICE THE HEARER AS SOON AS HE TAKES IN THE MESSAGE. TO THIS IT MAY BE SAID THAT BEFORE THE SOJOURN OF CHRIST, THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, SINCE HE HAD NOT COME WHO INTERPRETED THE MYSTERIES THEY CONTAINED, DID NOT CONVEY SUCH A PROMISE AS BELONGS TO OUR DEFINITION OF THE GOSPEL; BUT THE SAVIOUR, WHEN HE SOJOURNED WITH MEN AND CAUSED THE GOSPEL TO APPEAR IN BODILY FORM, BY THE GOSPEL CAUSED ALL THINGS TO APPEAR AS GOSPEL. HERE I WOULD NOT THINK IT BESIDE THE PURPOSE TO QUOTE THE EXAMPLE OF HIM WHO...A FEW THINGS...AND YET ALL. FOR WHEN HE HAD TAKEN AWAY THE VEIL WHICH WAS PRESENT IN THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND BY HIS DIVINITY HAD PROVED THE SONS OF MEN THAT THE GODHEAD WAS AT WORK, HE OPENED THE WAY FOR ALL THOSE WHO DESIRED IT TO BE DISCIPLES OF HIS WISDOM, AND TO UNDERSTAND WHAT THINGS WERE TRUE AND REAL IN THE LAW OF MOSES, OF WHICH THINGS THOSE OF OLD WORSHIPPED THE TYPE AND THE SHADOW, AND WHAT THINGS WERE REAL OF THE THINGS NARRATED IN THE HISTORIES WHICH HAPPENED TO THEM IN THE WAY OF TYPE , 1 CORINTHIANS 10:11 BUT THESE THINGS WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR SAKES, UPON WHOM THE ENDS OF THE AGES HAVE COME. WITH WHOMSOEVER, THEN, CHRIST HAS SOJOURNED, HE WORSHIPS GOD NEITHER AT JERUSALEM NOR ON THE MOUNTAIN OF THE SAMARITANS; HE KNOWS THAT GOD IS A SPIRIT, AND WORSHIPS HIM SPIRITUALLY, IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH; NO LONGER BY TYPE DOES HE WORSHIP THE FATHER AND MAKER OF ALL. BEFORE THAT GOSPEL, THEREFORE, WHICH CAME INTO BEING BY THE SOJOURNING OF CHRIST, NONE OF THE OLDER WORKS WAS A GOSPEL. BUT THE GOSPEL, WHICH IS THE NEW COVENANT, HAVING DELIVERED US FROM THE OLDNESS OF THE LETTER, LIGHTS UP FOR US, BY THE LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE, THE NEWNESS OF THE SPIRIT, A THING WHICH NEVER GROWS OLD, WHICH HAS ITS HOME IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, BUT IS ALSO PRESENT IN ALL THE SCRIPTURES. IT WAS FITTING, THEREFORE, THAT THAT GOSPEL, WHICH ENABLES US TO FIND THE GOSPEL PRESENT, EVEN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, SHOULD ITSELF RECEIVE, IN A SPECIAL SENSE, THE NAME OF GOSPEL.
9. THE SOMATIC AND THE SPIRITUAL GOSPEL.
WE MUST NOT, HOWEVER, FORGET THAT THE SOJOURNING OF CHRIST WITH MEN TOOK PLACE BEFORE HIS BODILY SOJOURN, IN AN INTELLECTUAL FASHION, TO THOSE WHO WERE MORE PERFECT AND NOT CHILDREN, AND WERE NOT UNDER PEDAGOGUES AND GOVERNORS. IN THEIR MINDS THEY SAW THE FULLNESS OF THE TIME TO BE AT HAND— THE PATRIARCHS, AND MOSES THE SERVANT, AND THE PROPHETS WHO BEHELD THE GLORY OF CHRIST. AND AS BEFORE HIS MANIFEST AND BODILY COMING HE CAME TO THOSE WHO WERE PERFECT, SO ALSO, AFTER HIS COMING HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED TO ALL, TO THOSE WHO ARE STILL CHILDREN, SINCE THEY ARE UNDER PEDAGOGUES AND GOVERNORS AND HAVE NOT YET ARRIVED AT THE FULLNESS OF THE TIME, FORERUNNERS OF CHRIST HAVE COME TO SOJOURN, DISCOURSES (LOGOI) SUITED FOR MINDS STILL IN THEIR CHILDHOOD, AND RIGHTLY, THEREFORE, TERMED PEDAGOGUES . BUT THE SON HIMSELF, THE GLORIFIED GOD, THE WORD, HAS NOT YET COME; HE WAITS FOR THE PREPARATION WHICH MUST TAKE PLACE ON THE PART OF MEN OF GOD WHO ARE TO ADMIT HIS DEITY. AND THIS, TOO, WE MUST BEAR IN MIND, THAT AS THE LAW CONTAINS A SHADOW OF GOOD THINGS TO COME, WHICH ARE INDICATED BY THAT LAW WHICH IS ANNOUNCED ACCORDING TO TRUTH, SO THE GOSPEL ALSO TEACHES A SHADOW OF THE MYSTERIES OF CHRIST, THE GOSPEL WHICH IS THOUGHT TO BE CAPABLE OF BEING UNDERSTOOD BY ANY ONE. WHAT JOHN CALLS THE ETERNAL GOSPEL, AND WHAT MAY PROPERLY BE CALLED THE SPIRITUAL GOSPEL, PRESENTS CLEARLY TO THOSE WHO HAVE THE WILL TO UNDERSTAND, ALL MATTERS CONCERNING THE VERY SON OF GOD, BOTH THE MYSTERIES PRESENTED BY HIS DISCOURSES AND THOSE MATTERS OF WHICH HIS ACTS WERE THE ENIGMAS. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS WE MAY CONCLUDE THAT, AS IT IS WITH HIM WHO IS A JEW OUTWARDLY AND CIRCUMCISED IN THE FLESH, SO IT IS WITH THE CHRISTIAN AND WITH BAPTISM. PAUL AND PETER WERE, AT AN EARLIER PERIOD, JEWS OUTWARDLY AND CIRCUMCISED, BUT LATER THEY RECEIVED FROM CHRIST THAT THEY SHOULD BE SO IN SECRET, TOO; SO THAT OUTWARDLY THEY WERE JEWS FOR THE SAKE OF THE SALVATION OF MANY, AND BY AN ECONOMY THEY NOT ONLY CONFESSED IN WORDS THAT THEY WERE JEWS, BUT SHOWED IT BY THEIR ACTIONS. AND THE SAME IS TO BE SAID ABOUT THEIR CHRISTIANITY. AS PAUL COULD NOT BENEFIT THOSE WHO WERE JEWS ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, WITHOUT, WHEN REASON SHOWS IT TO BE NECESSARY, CIRCUMCISING TIMOTHY, AND WHEN IT APPEARS THE NATURAL COURSE GETTING HIMSELF SHAVED AND MAKING A VOW, AND, IN A WORD, BEING TO THE JEWS A JEW THAT HE MIGHT GAIN THE JEWS— SO ALSO IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR ONE WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE GOOD OF MANY TO OPERATE AS HE SHOULD BY MEANS OF THAT CHRISTIANITY ONLY WHICH IS IN SECRET. THAT WILL NEVER ENABLE HIM TO IMPROVE THOSE WHO ARE FOLLOWING THE EXTERNAL CHRISTIANITY, OR TO LEAD THEM ON TO BETTER AND HIGHER THINGS. WE MUST, THEREFORE, BE CHRISTIANS BOTH SOMATICALLY AND SPIRITUALLY, AND WHERE THERE IS A CALL FOR THE SOMATIC (BODILY) GOSPEL, IN WHICH A MAN SAYS TO THOSE WHO ARE CARNAL THAT HE KNOWS NOTHING BUT JESUS CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED, SO WE MUST DO. BUT SHOULD WE FIND THOSE WHO ARE PERFECTED IN THE SPIRIT, AND BEAR FRUIT IN IT, AND ARE ENAMOURED OF THE HEAVENLY WISDOM, THESE MUST BE MADE TO PARTAKE OF THAT WORD WHICH, AFTER IT WAS MADE FLESH, ROSE AGAIN TO WHAT IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, WITH GOD.
10. HOW JESUS HIMSELF IS THE GOSPEL.
THE FOREGOING INQUIRY INTO THE NATURE OF THE GOSPEL CANNOT BE REGARDED AS USELESS; IT HAS ENABLED US TO SEE WHAT DISTINCTION THERE IS BETWEEN A SENSIBLE GOSPEL AND AN INTELLECTUAL AND SPIRITUAL ONE. WHAT WE HAVE NOW TO DO IS TO TRANSFORM THE SENSIBLE GOSPEL INTO A SPIRITUAL ONE. FOR WHAT WOULD THE NARRATIVE OF THE SENSIBLE GOSPEL AMOUNT TO IF IT WERE NOT DEVELOPED TO A SPIRITUAL ONE? IT WOULD BE OF LITTLE ACCOUNT OR NONE; ANY ONE CAN READ IT AND ASSURE HIMSELF OF THE FACTS IT TELLS — NO MORE. BUT OUR WHOLE ENERGY IS NOW TO BE DIRECTED TO THE EFFORT TO PENETRATE TO THE DEEP THINGS OF THE MEANING OF THE GOSPEL AND TO SEARCH OUT THE TRUTH THAT IS IN IT WHEN DIVESTED OF TYPES. NOW WHAT THE GOSPELS SAY IS TO BE REGARDED IN THE LIGHT OF PROMISES OF GOOD THINGS; AND WE MUST SAY THAT THE GOOD THINGS THE APOSTLES ANNOUNCE IN THIS GOSPEL ARE SIMPLY JESUS. ONE GOOD THING WHICH THEY ARE SAID TO ANNOUNCE IS THE RESURRECTION; BUT THE RESURRECTION IS IN A MANNER JESUS, FOR JESUS SAYS: JOHN 11:25 I AM THE RESURRECTION. JESUS PREACHES TO THE POOR THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE LAID UP FOR THE SAINTS, CALLING THEM TO THE DIVINE PROMISES. AND THE HOLY SCRIPTURES BEAR WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE BY THE APOSTLES AND TO THAT MADE BY OUR SAVIOUR. DAVID SAYS OF THE APOSTLES, PERHAPS ALSO OF THE EVANGELISTS: THE LORD SHALL GIVE THE WORD TO THOSE THAT PREACH WITH GREAT POWER; THE KING OF THE POWERS OF THE BELOVED; TEACHING AT THE SAME TIME THAT IT IS NOT SKILFULLY COMPOSED DISCOURSE, NOR THE MODE OF DELIVERY, NOR WELL PRACTISED ELOQUENCE THAT PRODUCES CONVICTION, BUT THE COMMUNICATION OF DIVINE POWER. HENCE ALSO PAUL SAYS: I WILL KNOW NOT THE WORD THAT IS PUFFED UP, BUT THE POWER; FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS NOT IN WORD BUT IN POWER. AND IN ANOTHER PASSAGE: 1 CORINTHIANS 2:4 AND MY WORD AND MY PREACHING WERE NOT PERSUASIVE WORDS OF WISDOM, BUT IN DEMONSTRATION OF THE SPIRIT AND OF POWER. TO THIS POWER SIMON AND CLEOPHAS BEAR WITNESS WHEN THEY SAY: LUKE 24:32 WAS NOT OUR HEART BURNING WITHIN US BY THE WAY, AS HE OPENED TO US THE SCRIPTURES? AND THE APOSTLES, SINCE THE QUANTITY OF THE POWER IS GREAT WHICH GOD SUPPLIES TO THE SPEAKERS, HAD GREAT POWER, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF DAVID: THE LORD WILL GIVE THE WORD TO THE PREACHERS WITH GREAT POWER. ISAIAH TOO SAYS: HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THEM THAT PROCLAIM GOOD TIDINGS; HE SEES HOW BEAUTIFUL AND HOW OPPORTUNE WAS THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE APOSTLES WHO WALKED IN HIM WHO SAID, I AM THE WAY, AND PRAISES THE FEET OF THOSE WHO WALK IN THE INTELLECTUAL WAY OF CHRIST JESUS, AND THROUGH THAT DOOR GO IN TO GOD. THEY ANNOUNCE GOOD TIDINGS, THOSE WHOSE FEET ARE BEAUTIFUL, NAMELY, JESUS.
11. JESUS IS ALL GOOD THINGS; HENCE THE GOSPEL IS MANIFOLD.
LET NO ONE WONDER IF WE HAVE UNDERSTOOD JESUS TO BE ANNOUNCED IN THE GOSPEL UNDER A PLURALITY OF NAMES OF GOOD THINGS. IF WE LOOK AT THE THINGS BY THE NAMES OF WHICH THE SON OF GOD IS CALLED, WE SHALL UNDERSTAND HOW MANY GOOD THINGS JESUS IS, WHOM THOSE PREACH WHOSE FEET ARE BEAUTIFUL. ONE GOOD THING IS LIFE; BUT JESUS IS THE LIFE. ANOTHER GOOD THING IS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, WHEN IT IS TRUE LIGHT, AND THE LIGHT OF MEN; AND ALL THESE THINGS THE SON OF GOD IS SAID TO BE. AND ANOTHER GOOD THING WHICH ONE MAY CONCEIVE TO BE IN ADDITION TO LIFE OR LIGHT IS THE TRUTH. AND A FOURTH IN ADDITION TO TIME IS THE WAY WHICH LEADS TO THE TRUTH. AND ALL THESE THINGS OUR SAVIOUR TEACHES THAT HE IS, WHEN HE SAYS: JOHN 14:6 I AM THE WAY AND THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE. AH, IS NOT THAT GOOD, TO SHAKE OFF EARTH AND MORTALITY, AND TO RISE AGAIN, OBTAINING THIS BOON FROM THE LORD, SINCE HE IS THE RESURRECTION, AS HE SAYS: JOHN 11:25 I AM THE RESURRECTION. BUT THE DOOR ALSO IS A GOOD, THROUGH WHICH ONE ENTERS INTO THE HIGHEST BLESSEDNESS. NOW CHRIST SAYS: JOHN 10:9 I AM THE DOOR. AND WHAT NEED IS THERE TO SPEAK OF WISDOM, WHICH THE LORD CREATED PROVERBS 8:22 THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF HIS WAYS, FOR HIS WORKS, IN WHOM THE FATHER OF HER REJOICED, DELIGHTING IN HER MANIFOLD INTELLECTUAL BEAUTY, SEEN BY THE EYES OF THE MIND ALONE, AND PROVOKING HIM TO LOVE WHO DISCERNS HER DIVINE AND HEAVENLY CHARM? A GOOD INDEED IS THE WISDOM OF GOD, PROCLAIMED ALONG WITH THE OTHER GOOD FORESAID BY THOSE WHOSE FEET ARE BEAUTIFUL. AND THE POWER OF GOD IS THE EIGHTH GOOD WE ENUMERATE, WHICH IS CHRIST. NOR MUST WE OMIT TO MENTION THE WORD, WHO IS GOD AFTER THE FATHER OF ALL. FOR THIS ALSO IS A GOOD, LESS THAN NO OTHER. HAPPY, THEN, ARE THOSE WHO ACCEPT THESE GOODS AND RECEIVE THEM FROM THOSE WHO ANNOUNCE THE GOOD TIDINGS OF THEM, THOSE WHOSE FEET ARE BEAUTIFUL. INDEED, EVEN ONE OF THE CORINTHIANS TO WHOM PAUL DECLARED THAT HE KNEW NOTHING BUT JESUS CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED, SHOULD HE LEARN, HIM WHO FOR OUR SAKES BECAME MAN, AND SO RECEIVE HIM, HE WOULD BECOME IDENTIFIED WITH THE BEGINNING OF THE GOOD THINGS WE HAVE SPOKEN OF; BY THE MAN JESUS HE WOULD BE MADE A MAN OF GOD, AND BY HIS DEATH HE WOULD DIE TO SIN. FOR CHRIST, ROMANS 6:10 IN THAT HE DIED, DIED UNTO SIN ONCE. BUT FROM HIS LIFE, SINCE IN THAT HE LIVES, HE LIVES UNTO GOD, EVERY ONE WHO IS CONFORMED TO HIS RESURRECTION RECEIVES THAT LIVING TO GOD. BUT WHO WILL DENY THAT RIGHTEOUSNESS, ESSENTIAL RIGHTEOUSNESS, IS A GOOD, AND ESSENTIAL SANCTIFICATION, AND ESSENTIAL REDEMPTION? AND THESE THINGS THOSE PREACH WHO PREACH JESUS, SAYING 1 CORINTHIANS 1:30 THAT HE IS MADE TO BE OF GOD RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SANCTIFICATION AND REDEMPTION. HENCE, WE SHALL HAVE WRITINGS ABOUT HIM WITHOUT NUMBER, SHOWING THAT JESUS IS A MULTITUDE OF GOODS; FOR FROM THE THINGS WHICH CAN SCARCELY BE NUMBERED AND WHICH HAVE BEEN WRITTEN WE MAY MAKE SOME CONJECTURE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ACTUALLY EXIST IN HIM IN WHOM IT, PLEASED GOD THAT THE WHOLE FULLNESS OF THE GODHEAD SHOULD DWELL BODILY, AND WHICH ARE NOT CONTAINED IN WRITINGS. WHY SHOULD I SAY, ARE NOT CONTAINED IN WRITINGS? FOR JOHN SPEAKS OF THE WHOLE WORLD IN THIS CONNECTION, AND SAYS: JOHN 21:25 I SUPPOSE THAT NOT EVEN THE WORLD ITSELF WOULD CONTAIN THE BOOKS WHICH WOULD BE WRITTEN. NOW TO SAY THAT THE APOSTLES PREACH THE SAVIOUR IS TO SAY THAT THEY PREACH THESE GOOD THINGS. FOR THIS IS HE WHO RECEIVED FROM THE GOOD FATHER THAT HE HIMSELF SHOULD BE THESE GOOD THINGS, SO THAT EACH MAN RECEIVING FROM JESUS THE THING OR THINGS HE IS CAPABLE OF RECEIVING MAY ENJOY GOOD THINGS. BUT THE APOSTLES , WHOSE FEET WERE BEAUTIFUL, AND THOSE IMITATORS OF THEM WHO SOUGHT TO PREACH THE GOOD TIDINGS, COULD NOT HAVE DONE SO HAD NOT JESUS HIMSELF FIRST PREACHED THE GOOD TIDINGS TO THEM, AS ISAIAH SAYS: ISAIAH 52:6 I MYSELF THAT SPEAK AM HERE, AS THE OPPORTUNITY ON THE MOUNTAINS, AS THE FEET OF ONE PREACHING TIDINGS OF PEACE, AS ONE PREACHING GOOD THINGS; FOR I WILL MAKE MY SALVATION TO BE HEARD, SAYING, GOD SHALL REIGN OVER YOU, O ZION! FOR WHAT ARE THE MOUNTAINS ON WHICH THE SPEAKER DECLARES THAT HE HIMSELF IS PRESENT, BUT THOSE WHO ARE LESS THAN NONE OF THE HIGHEST AND THE GREATEST OF THE EARTH? AND THESE MUST BE SOUGHT BY THE ABLE MINISTERS OF THE NEW COVENANT, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY OBSERVE THE INJUNCTION WHICH SAYS: ISAIAH 40:9 GO UP INTO A HIGH MOUNTAIN, YOU THAT PREACHEST GOOD TIDINGS TO ZION; YOU THAT PREACHEST GOOD TIDINGS TO JERUSALEM, LIFT UP YOUR VOICE WITH STRENGTH! NOW IT IS NOT WONDERFUL IF TO THOSE WHO ARE TO PREACH GOOD TIDINGS JESUS HIMSELF PREACHES GOOD TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGS, WHICH ARE NO OTHER THAN HIMSELF; FOR THE SON OF GOD PREACHES THE GOOD TIDINGS OF HIMSELF TO THOSE WHO CANNOT COME TO KNOW HIM THROUGH OTHERS. AND HE WHO GOES UP INTO THE MOUNTAINS AND PREACHES GOOD THINGS TO THEM, BEING HIMSELF INSTRUCTED BY HIS GOOD FATHER, MATTHEW 5:45 WHO MAKES HIS SUN TO RISE ON THE EVIL AND ON THE GOOD, AND SENDS RAIN ON THE JUST AND ON THE UNJUST, HE DOES NOT DESPISE THOSE WHO ARE POOR IN SOUL. TO THEM HE PREACHES GOOD TIDINGS, AS HE HIMSELF BEARS WITNESS TO US WHEN HE TAKES ISAIAH AND READS: THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, FOR THE LORD HAS ANOINTED ME TO PREACH GOOD TIDINGS TO THE POOR, HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE CAPTIVES, AND SIGHT TO THE BLIND. FOR CLOSING THE BOOK, HE HANDED IT TO THE MINISTER AND SAT DOWN. AND WHEN THE EYES OF ALL WERE FASTENED UPON HIM, HE SAID, THIS, DAY IS THIS SCRIPTURE FULFILLED IN YOUR EARS.
12. THE GOSPEL CONTAINS THE ILL DEEDS ALSO WHICH WERE DONE TO JESUS.
IT OUGHT NOT TO BE FORGOTTEN THAT IN SUCH A GOSPEL AS THIS THERE IS EMBRACED EVERY GOOD DEED WHICH WAS DONE TO JESUS; AS, FOR EXAMPLE, THE STORY OF THE WOMAN WHO HAD BEEN A SINNER AND HAD REPENTED, AND WHO, HAVING EXPERIENCED A GENUINE RECOVERY FROM HER EVIL STATE, HAD GRACE TO POUR HER OINTMENT OVER JESUS SO THAT EVERY ONE IN THE HOUSE SMELT THE SWEET SAVOUR. HENCE, TOO, THE WORDS, WHEREVER THIS GOSPEL SHALL BE PREACHED AMONG ALL THE NATIONS, THERE ALSO THIS THAT SHE HAS DONE SHALL BE SPOKEN OF, FOR A MEMORIAL OF HER. AND IT IS CLEAR THAT WHATEVER IS DONE TO THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS IS DONE TO HIM. POINTING TO THOSE OF THEM WHO MET WITH KIND TREATMENT, HE SAYS TO THOSE WHO WERE KIND TO THEM, MATTHEW 25:40 WHAT YE DID TO THESE, YOU DID TO ME. SO THAT EVERY GOOD DEED WE DO TO OUR NEIGHBOURS IS ENTERED IN THE GOSPEL, THAT GOSPEL WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE HEAVENLY TABLETS AND READ BY ALL WHO ARE WORTHY OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE WHOLE OF THINGS. BUT ON THE OTHER SIDE, TOO, THERE IS A PART OF THE GOSPEL WHICH IS FOR THE CONDEMNATION OF THE DOERS OF THE ILL DEEDS WHICH HAVE BEEN DONE TO JESUS. THE TREACHERY OF JUDAS AND THE SHOUTS OF THE WICKED CROWD WHEN IT SAID, JOHN 19:6, 15 AWAY WITH SUCH A ONE FROM THE EARTH, AND CRUCIFY HIM, CRUCIFY HIM, THE MOCKINGS OF THOSE WHO CROWNED HIM WITH THORNS, AND EVERYTHING OF THAT KIND, IS INCLUDED IN THE GOSPELS. AND AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THIS WE SEE THAT EVERY ONE WHO BETRAYS THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS IS RECKONED AS BETRAYING JESUS HIMSELF. TO SAUL, IN ACTS 9:4-5, WHEN STILL A PERSECUTOR IT IS SAID, SAUL SAUL, WHY DO YOU PERSECUTE ME? AND, I AM JESUS WHOM YOU PERSECUTE. THERE ARE THOSE WHO STILL HAVE THORNS WITH WHICH THEY CROWN AND DISHONOUR JESUS, THOSE, NAMELY, WHO ARE CHOKED BY THE CARES, AND RICHES, AND PLEASURES OF LIFE, AND THOUGH THEY HAVE RECEIVED THE WORD OF GOD, DO NOT BRING IT TO PERFECTION. LUKE 8:14 WE MUST BEWARE, THEREFORE, LEST WE ALSO, AS CROWNING JESUS WITH THORNS OF OUR OWN, SHOULD BE ENTERED IN THE GOSPEL AND READ OF IN THIS CHARACTER BY THOSE WHO LEARN THE JESUS, WHO IS IN ALL AND IS PRESENT IN ALL RATIONAL AND HOLY LIVES, LEARN HOW HE IS ANOINTED WITH OINTMENT, IS ENTERTAINED, IS GLORIFIED, OR HOW, ON THE OTHER SIDE, HE IS DISHONOURED, AND MOCKED, AND BEATEN. ALL THIS HAD TO BE SAID; IT IS PART OF OUR DEMONSTRATION THAT OUR GOOD ACTIONS, AND ALSO THE SINS OF THOSE WHO STUMBLE, ARE EMBODIED IN THE GOSPEL, EITHER TO EVERLASTING LIFE OR TO REPROACH AND EVERLASTING SHAME.
13. THE ANGELS ALSO ARE EVANGELISTS.
NOW IF THERE ARE THOSE AMONG MEN WHO ARE HONOURED WITH THE MINISTRY OF EVANGELISTS, AND IF JESUS HIMSELF BRINGS TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGS, AND PREACHES THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR, SURELY THOSE MESSENGERS WHO WERE MADE SPIRITS BY GOD, THOSE WHO ARE A FLAME OF FIRE, MINISTERS OF THE FATHER OF ALL, CANNOT HAVE BEEN EXCLUDED FROM BEING EVANGELISTS ALSO. HENCE AN ANGEL STANDING OVER THE SHEPHERDS MADE A BRIGHT LIGHT TO SHINE ROUND ABOUT THEM, AND SAID: LUKE 2:10-11 FEAR NOT; BEHOLD I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL THE PEOPLE; FOR THERE IS BORN TO YOU, THIS DAY, A SAVIOUR, WHO IS CHRIST THE LORD, IN THE CITY OF DAVID. AND AT A TIME WHEN THERE WAS NO KNOWLEDGE AMONG MEN OF THE MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL, THOSE WHO WERE GREATER THAN MEN AND INHABITANTS OF HEAVEN, THE ARMY OF GOD, PRAISED GOD, SAYING, GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL AMONG MEN. AND HAVING SAID THIS, THE ANGELS GO AWAY FROM THE SHEPHERDS INTO HEAVEN, LEAVING US TO GATHER HOW THE JOY PREACHED TO US THROUGH THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST IS GLORY IN THE HIGHEST TO GOD; THEY HUMBLED THEMSELVES EVEN TO THE GROUND, AND THEN RETURNED TO THEIR PLACE OF REST, TO GLORIFY GOD IN THE HIGHEST THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. BUT THE ANGELS ALSO WONDER AT THE PEACE WHICH IS TO BE BROUGHT ABOUT ON ACCOUNT OF JESUS ON THE EARTH, THAT SEAT OF WAR, ON WHICH LUCIFER, STAR OF THE MORNING, FELL FROM HEAVEN, TO BE WARRED AGAINST AND DESTROYED BY JESUS.
14. THE OLD TESTAMENT, TYPIFIED BY JOHN, IS THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL.
IN ADDITION TO WHAT WE HAVE SAID, THERE IS ALSO THIS TO BE CONSIDERED ABOUT THE GOSPEL, THAT IN THE FIRST INSTANCE IT IS THAT OF CHRIST JESUS, THE HEAD OF THE WHOLE BODY OF THE SAVED; AS MARK SAYS, MARK 1:1 THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST. THEN ALSO IT IS THE GOSPEL OF THE APOSTLES; WHENCE PAUL ROMANS 2:16 SAYS, ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL. BUT THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL— FOR IN RESPECT OF ITS EXTENT IT HAS A BEGINNING, A CONTINUATION, A MIDDLE, AND AN END— IS NOTHING BUT THE WHOLE OLD TESTAMENT. JOHN IS, IN THIS RESPECT, A TYPE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, OR, IF WE REGARD THE CONNECTION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT WITH THE OLD, JOHN REPRESENTS THE TERMINATION OF THE OLD. FOR THE SAME MARK SAYS: THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN ISAIAH THE PROPHET, BEHOLD I SEND MY MESSENGER BE FORE YOUR FACE, WHO SHALL PREPARE YOUR WAY. THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, PREPARE YE THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT. AND HERE I MUST WONDER HOW THE DISSENTIENTS CAN CONNECT THE TWO TESTAMENTS WITH TWO DIFFERENT GODS. THESE WORDS, WERE THERE NO OTHERS, ARE ENOUGH TO CONVICT THEM OF THEIR ERROR. FOR HOW CAN JOHN BE THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL IF THEY SUPPOSE HE BELONGS TO A DIFFERENT GOD, IF HE BELONGS TO THE DEMIURGE, AND, AS THEY HOLD, IS NOT ACQUAINTED WITH THE NEW DEITY? AND THE ANGELS ARE NOT ENTRUSTED WITH BUT ONE EVANGELICAL MINISTRY, AND THAT A SHORT ONE, NOT ONLY WITH THAT ADDRESSED TO THE SHEPHERDS. FOR AT THE END AN EXALTED AND FLYING ANGEL, HAVING THE GOSPEL, WILL PREACH IT TO EVERY NATION, FOR THE GOOD FATHER HAS NOT ENTIRELY DESERTED THOSE WHO HAVE FALLEN AWAY FROM HIM. JOHN, SON OF ZEBEDEE, SAYS IN HIS APOCALYPSE: REVELATION 14:6-7 AND I SAW AN ANGEL FLYING IN THE MIDST OF HEAVEN, HAVING THE ETERNAL GOSPEL, TO PREACH IT TO THOSE WHO DWELL UPON THE EARTH, AND TO EVERY NATION, AND TRIBE, AND TONGUE, AND PEOPLE, SAYING, WITH A LOUD VOICE, FEAR GOD AND GIVE HIM GLORY, FOR THE HOUR OF HIS JUDGMENT HAS COME, AND WORSHIP HIM THAT MADE THE HEAVEN , AND THE EARTH, AND THE SEA, AND THE FOUNTAINS OF WATERS.
15. THE GOSPEL IS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, AND INDEED IN THE WHOLE UNIVERSE. PRAYER FOR AID TO UNDERSTAND THE MYSTICAL SENSE OF THE WORK IN HAND.
AS, THEN, WE HAVE SHOWN THAT THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL, ACCORDING TO ONE INTERPRETATION, IS THE WHOLE OLD TESTAMENT, AND IS SIGNIFIED BY THE PERSON OF JOHN, WE SHALL ADD, LEST THIS SHOULD BE CALLED A MERE UNSUPPORTED ASSERTION, WHAT IS SAID IN THE ACTS ABOUT THE EUNUCH OF THE QUEEN OF THE ETHIOPIANS AND PHILIP. PHILIP, IT IS SAID, BEGAN AT THE PASSAGE OF ISAIAH: HE WAS LED AS A LAMB TO THE SLAUGHTER, AND AS A LAMB BEFORE HIS SHEARER IS DUMB, AND SO PREACHED TO HIM THE LORD JESUS. HOW CAN HE BEGIN WITH THE PROPHET AND PREACH JESUS, IF ISAIAH WAS NOT A PART OF THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL? FROM THIS WE MAY DERIVE A PROOF OF THE ASSERTION MADE AT THE OUTSET, THAT EVERY DIVINE SCRIPTURE IS GOSPEL. IF HE WHO PREACHES THE GOSPEL PREACHES GOOD THINGS, AND ALL THOSE WHO SPOKE BEFORE THE SOJOURN OF JESUS IN THE FLESH PREACH CHRIST, WHO IS AS WE SAW GOOD THINGS, THEN THE WORDS SPOKEN BY ALL OF THEM ALIKE ARE IN A SENSE A PART OF THE GOSPEL. AND WHEN THE GOSPEL IS SAID TO BE DECLARED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD, WE INFER THAT IT IS ACTUALLY PREACHED IN THE WHOLE WORLD, NOT, THAT IS TO SAY, IN THIS EARTHLY DISTRICT ONLY, BUT IN THE WHOLE SYSTEM OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, OR FROM HEAVEN AND EARTH. AND WHY SHOULD WE DISCUSS ANY FURTHER WHAT THE GOSPEL IS? WHAT WE HAVE SAID IS ENOUGH. BESIDES THE PASSAGES WE HAVE ADDUCED, PASSAGES BY NO MEANS INEPT OR UNSUITED FOR OUR PURPOSE —MUCH TO THE SAME EFFECT MIGHT BE COLLECTED FROM THE SCRIPTURES, SO THAT IT IS CLEARLY SEEN WHAT IS THE GLORY OF THE GOOD THINGS IN JESUS CHRIST SHED FORTH BY THE GOSPEL, THE GOSPEL MINISTERED BY MEN AND ANGELS, AND, I BELIEVE, ALSO BY AUTHORITIES AND POWERS, EPHESIANS 1:21 AND THRONES AND DOMINIONS, AND EVERY NAME THAT IS NAMED, NOT ONLY IN THIS WORLD, BUT ALSO IN THE WORLD TO COME, AND INDEED EVEN BY CHRIST HIMSELF. HERE, THEN, LET US BRING TO A CLOSE WHAT HAS TO BE SAID BEFORE PROCEEDING TO READ THE WORK ITSELF. AND NOW LET US ASK GOD TO ASSIST US THROUGH JESUS CHRIST BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, SO THAT WE MAY BE ABLE TO UNFOLD THE MYSTICAL SENSE WHICH IS TREASURED UP IN THE WORDS BEFORE US.
16. MEANING OF BEGINNING. (1) IN SPACE.
IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD. JOHN 1:1 IT IS NOT ONLY THE GREEKS WHO CONSIDER THE WORD BEGINNING TO HAVE MANY MEANINGS. LET ANY ONE COLLECTS THE SCRIPTURE PASSAGES IN WHICH THE WORD OCCURS, AND WITH A VIEW TO AN ACCURATE INTERPRETATION OF IT NOTE WHAT IT STANDS FOR IN EACH PASSAGE, AND HE WILL FIND THAT THE WORD HAS MANY MEANINGS IN SACRED DISCOURSE ALSO. WE SPEAK OF A BEGINNING IN REFERENCE TO A TRANSITION. HERE IT HAS TO DO WITH A ROAD AND WITH LENGTH. THIS APPEARS IN THE SAYING: PROVERBS 16:5 THE BEGINNING OF A GOOD WAY IS TO DO JUSTICE. FOR SINCE THE GOOD WAY IS LONG, THERE HAVE FIRST TO BE CONSIDERED IN REFERENCE TO IT THE QUESTION CONNECTED WITH ACTION, AND THIS SIDE IS PRESENTED IN THE WORDS TO DO JUSTICE; THE CONTEMPLATIVE SIDE COMES UP FOR CONSIDERATION AFTERWARDS. IN THE LATTER THE END OF IT COMES TO REST AT LAST IN THE SO-CALLED RESTORATION OF ALL THINGS, SINCE NO ENEMY IS LEFT THEM TO FIGHT AGAINST, IF THAT BE TRUE WHICH IS SAID: 1 CORINTHIANS 15:25-26 FOR HE MUST REIGN UNTIL HE HAVE PLACED HIS ENEMIES UNDER HIS FEET. BUT THE LAST ENEMY TO BE DESTROYED IS DEATH. FOR THEN BUT ONE ACTIVITY WILL BE LEFT FOR THOSE WHO HAVE COME TO GOD ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WORD WHICH IS WITH HIM, THAT, NAMELY, OF KNOWING GOD, SO THAT, BEING FOUND BY THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER, THEY MAY ALL BE HIS SON, AS NOW NO ONE BUT THE SON KNOWS THE FATHER. FOR SHOULD ANY ONE ENQUIRE CAREFULLY AT WHAT TIME THOSE ARE TO KNOW THE FATHER TO WHOM HE WHO KNOWS THE FATHER REVEALS HIM, AND SHOULD HE CONSIDER HOW A MAN NOW SEES ONLY THROUGH A GLASS AND IN A RIDDLE, NEVER HAVING LEARNED TO KNOW AS HE OUGHT TO KNOW, HE WOULD BE JUSTIFIED IN SAYING THAT NO ONE, NO APOSTLE EVEN, AND NO PROPHET HAD KNOWN THE FATHER, BUT WHEN HE BECAME ONE WITH HIM AS A SON AND A FATHER ARE ONE. AND IF ANY ONE SAYS THAT IT IS A DIGRESSION WHICH HAS LED US TO THIS POINT, OUR CONSIDERATION OF THAT ONE MEANING OF THE WORD BEGINNING, WE MUST SHOW THAT THE DIGRESSION IS NECESSARY AND USEFUL FOR THE END WE HAVE IN VIEW. FOR IF WE SPEAK OF A BEGINNING IN THE CASE OF A TRANSITION, AND OF A WAY AND ITS LENGTH, AND IF WE ARE TOLD THAT THE BEGINNING OF A GOOD WAY IS TO DO JUSTICE, THEN IT CONCERNS US TO KNOW IN WHAT MANNER EVERY GOOD WAY HAS FOR ITS BEGINNING TO DO JUSTICE, AND HOW AFTER SUCH BEGINNING IT ARRIVES AT CONTEMPLATION, AND IN WHAT MANNER IT THUS ARRIVES AT CONTEMPLATION.
17. (2) IN TIME. THE BEGINNING OF CREATION.
AGAIN, THERE IS A BEGINNING IN A MATTER OF ORIGIN, AS MIGHT APPEAR IN THE SAYING: GENESIS 1:1 IN THE BEGINNING GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH. THIS MEANING, HOWEVER, APPEARS MORE PLAINLY IN THE BOOK OF JOB IN THE PASSAGE: JOB 40:19 THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF GOD'S CREATION, MADE FOR HIS ANGELS TO MOCK AT. ONE WOULD SUPPOSE THAT THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH WERE MADE FIRST, OF ALL THAT WAS MADE AT THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. BUT THE SECOND PASSAGE SUGGESTS A BETTER VIEW, NAMELY, THAT AS MANY BEINGS WERE FRAMED WITH A BODY, THE FIRST MADE OF THESE WAS THE CREATURE CALLED DRAGON, BUT CALLED IN ANOTHER PASSAGE JOB 3:8 THE GREAT WHALE (LEVIATHAN) WHICH THE LORD TAMED. WE MUST ASK ABOUT THIS; WHETHER, WHEN THE SAINTS WERE LIVING A BLESSED LIFE APART FROM MATTER AND FROM ANY BODY, THE DRAGON, FALLING FROM THE PURE LIFE, BECAME FIT TO BE BOUND IN MATTER AND IN A BODY, SO THAT THE LORD COULD SAY, SPEAKING THROUGH STORM AND CLOUDS, THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION OF GOD, MADE FOR HIS ANGELS TO MOCK AT. IT IS POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, THAT THE DRAGON IS NOT POSITIVELY THE BEGINNING OF THE [SEXLESS] CREATION OF THE LORD, BUT THAT THERE WERE MANY CREATURES MADE WITH A BODY FOR THE ANGELS TO MOCK, AND THAT THE DRAGON WAS THE FIRST OF THESE, WHILE OTHERS COULD SUBSIST IN A BODY WITHOUT SUCH REPROACH. BUT IT IS NOT SO. FOR THE SOUL OF THE SUN IS PLACED IN A BODY, AND THE WHOLE CREATION , OF WHICH THE APOSTLE SAYS: THE WHOLE CREATION GROANS AND TRAVAILS IN PAIN TOGETHER UNTIL NOW, AND PERHAPS THE FOLLOWING IS ABOUT THE SAME: THE CREATION WAS MADE SUBJECT TO VANITY, NOT WILLINGLY, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF HIM WHO SUBJECTED IT FOR HOPE ; SO THAT BODIES MIGHT BE IN VANITY, AND DOING THE THINGS OF THE BODY, AS HE WHO IS IN THE BODY MUST...ONE WHO IS IN THE BODY DOES THE THINGS OF THE BODY, THOUGH UNWILLINGLY. WHEREFORE THE CREATION WAS MADE SUBJECT TO VANITY, NOT WILLINGLY, BUT HE WHO DOES UNWILLINGLY THE THINGS OF THE BODY DOES WHAT HE DOES FOR THE SAKE OF HOPE, AS IF WE SHOULD SAY THAT PAUL DESIRED TO REMAIN IN THE FLESH, NOT WILLINGLY, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF HOPE. FOR THOUGH HE THOUGHT IT BETTER PHILIPPIANS 1:23 TO BE DISSOLVED AND TO BE WITH CHRIST, IT WAS NOT UNREASONABLE THAT HE SHOULD WISH TO REMAIN IN THE FLESH FOR THE SAKE OF THE BENEFIT TO OTHERS AND OF ADVANCEMENT IN THE THINGS HOPED FOR, NOT ONLY BY HIM, BUT ALSO BY THOSE BENEFITED BY HIM. THIS MEANING OF THE TERM BEGINNING, AS OF ORIGIN, WILL SERVE US ALSO IN THE PASSAGE IN WHICH WISDOM SPEAKS IN THE PROVERBS. GOD, WE READ, CREATED ME THE BEGINNING OF HIS WAYS, FOR HIS WORKS. HERE THE TERM COULD BE INTERPRETED AS IN THE FIRST APPLICATION WE SPOKE OF, THAT OF A WAY: THE LORD, IT SAYS, CREATED ME THE BEGINNING OF HIS WAYS. ONE MIGHT ASSERT, AND WITH REASON, THAT GOD HIMSELF IS THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS, AND MIGHT GO ON TO SAY, AS IS PLAIN, THAT THE FATHER IS THE BEGINNING OF THE SON; AND THE DEMIURGE THE BEGINNING OF THE WORKS OF THE DEMIURGE, AND THAT GOD IN A WORD IS THE BEGINNING OF ALL THAT EXISTS. THIS VIEW IS SUPPORTED BY OUR: IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD. IN THE WORD ONE MAY SEE THE SON, AND BECAUSE HE IS IN THE FATHER HE MAY BE SAID TO BE IN THE BEGINNING.
18. (3) OF SUBSTANCE.
IN THE THIRD PLACE A BEGINNING MAY BE THAT OUT OF WHICH A THING COMES, THE UNDERLYING MATTER FROM WHICH THINGS ARE FORMED. THIS, HOWEVER, IS THE VIEW OF THOSE WHO HOLD MATTER ITSELF TO BE UNCREATED, A VIEW WHICH WE BELIEVERS CANNOT SHARE, SINCE WE BELIEVE GOD TO HAVE MADE THE THINGS THAT ARE OUT OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT, AS THE MOTHER OF THE SEVEN MARTYRS IN THE MACCABEES TEACHES, 2 MACCABBEES 7:28 AND AS THE ANGEL OF REPENTANCE IN THE SHEPHERD INCULCATED. 
19. (4) OF TYPE AND COPY.
IN ADDITION TO THESE MEANINGS THERE IS THAT IN WHICH WE SPEAK OF AN ARCHE, ACCORDING TO FORM; THUS, IF THE FIRST-BORN OF EVERY CREATURE COLOSSIANS 1:15 IS THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD, THEN THE FATHER IS HIS ARCHE. IN THE SAME WAY CHRIST IS THE ARCHE OF THOSE WHO ARE MADE ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF GOD. FOR IF MEN ARE ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE, BUT THE IMAGE ACCORDING TO THE FATHER; IN THE FIRST CASE THE FATHER IS THE ARCHE OF CHRIST, AND IN THE OTHER CHRIST IS THE ARCHE OF MEN, AND MEN ARE MADE, NOT ACCORDING TO THAT OF WHICH HE IS THE IMAGE, BUT ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE. WITH THIS EXAMPLE OUR PASSAGE WILL AGREE: IN THE ARCHE WAS THE WORD.
20. (5) OF ELEMENTS AND WHAT IS FORMED FROM THEM.
THERE IS ALSO AN ARCHE IN A MATTER OF LEARNING, AS WHEN WE SAY THAT THE LETTERS ARE THE ARCHE OF GRAMMAR. THE APOSTLE ACCORDINGLY SAYS: HEBREWS 5:12 WHEN BY REASON OF THE TIME YOU OUGHT TO BE TEACHERS, YOU HAVE NEED AGAIN THAT SOME ONE TEACHES YOU WHAT ARE THE ELEMENTS OF THE ARCHE OF THE ORACLES OF GOD. NOW THE ARCHE SPOKEN OF IN CONNECTION WITH LEARNING IS TWOFOLD; FIRST IN RESPECT OF ITS NATURE, SECONDLY IN ITS RELATION TO US; AS WE MIGHT SAY OF CHRIST, THAT BY NATURE HIS ARCHE IS DEITY, BUT THAT IN RELATION TO US WHO CANNOT, FOR ITS VERY GREATNESS, COMMAND THE WHOLE TRUTH ABOUT HIM, HIS ARCHE IS HIS MANHOOD, AS HE IS PREACHED TO BABES, JESUS CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED. IN THIS VIEW, THEN, CHRIST IS THE ARCHE OF LEARNING IN HIS OWN NATURE, BECAUSE HE IS THE WISDOM AND POWER OF GOD; BUT FOR US, THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH, THAT HE MIGHT TABERNACLE AMONG US WHO COULD ONLY THUS AT FIRST RECEIVE HIM. AND PERHAPS THIS IS THE REASON WHY HE IS NOT ONLY THE FIRSTBORN OF ALL CREATION, BUT IS ALSO DESIGNATED THE MAN, ADAM. FOR PAUL SAYS HE IS ADAM: 1 CORINTHIANS 15:45 THE LAST ADAM WAS MADE A LIFE-GIVING SPIRIT.
21. (6) OF DESIGN AND EXECUTION.
AGAIN, WE SPEAK OF THE ARCHE OF AN ACTION, IN WHICH THERE IS A DESIGN WHICH APPEARS AFTER THE BEGINNING. IT MAY BE CONSIDERED WHETHER WISDOM IS TO BE REGARDED AS THE ARCHE OF THE WORKS OF GOD BECAUSE IT IS IN THIS WAY THE PRINCIPLE OF THEM.
22. THE WORD WAS IN THE BEGINNING, I.E., IN WISDOM, WHICH CONTAINED ALL THINGS IN IDEA, BEFORE THEY EXISTED. CHRIST'S CHARACTER AS WISDOM IS PRIOR TO HIS OTHER CHARACTERS.
SO MANY MEANINGS OCCUR TO US AT ONCE OF THE WORD ARCHE. WE HAVE NOW TO ASK WHICH OF THEM WE SHOULD ADOPT FOR OUR TEXT, IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD. IT IS PLAIN THAT WE MAY AT ONCE DISMISS THE MEANING WHICH CONNECTS IT WITH TRANSITION OR WITH A ROAD AND ITS LENGTH. NOR, IT IS PRETTY PLAIN, WILL THE MEANING CONNECTED WITH AN ORIGIN SERVE OUR PURPOSE. ONE MIGHT, HOWEVER, THINK OF THE SENSE IN WHICH IT POINTS TO THE AUTHOR, TO THAT WHICH BRINGS ABOUT THE EFFECT, IF, AS WE READ, GOD COMMANDED AND THEY WERE CREATED. FOR CHRIST IS, IN A MANNER, THE DEMIURGE, TO WHOM THE FATHER SAYS, LET THERE BE LIGHT, AND LET THERE BE A FIRMAMENT. BUT CHRIST IS DEMIURGE AS A BEGINNING (ARCHE), INASMUCH AS HE IS WISDOM. IT IS IN VIRTUE OF HIS BEING WISDOM THAT HE IS CALLED ARCHE. FOR WISDOM SAYS IN SOLOMON: PROVERBS 8:22 GOD CREATED ME THE BEGINNING OF HIS WAYS, FOR HIS WORKS, SO THAT THE WORD MIGHT BE IN AN ARCHE, NAMELY, IN WISDOM. CONSIDERED IN RELATION TO THE STRUCTURE OF CONTEMPLATION AND THOUGHTS ABOUT THE WHOLE OF THINGS, IT IS REGARDED AS WISDOM; BUT IN RELATION TO THAT SIDE OF THE OBJECTS OF THOUGHT, IN WHICH REASONABLE BEINGS APPREHEND THEM, IT IS CONSIDERED AS THE WORD. AND THERE IS NO WONDER, SINCE, AS WE HAVE SAID BEFORE, THE SAVIOUR IS MANY GOOD THINGS, IF HE COMPRISES IN HIMSELF THOUGHTS OF THE FIRST ORDER, AND OF THE SECOND, AND OF THE THIRD. THIS IS WHAT JOHN SUGGESTED WHEN HE SAID ABOUT THE WORD: JOHN 1:3-4 THAT WHICH WAS MADE WAS LIFE IN HIM. LIFE THEN CAME IN THE WORD. AND ON THE ONE SIDE THE WORD IS NO OTHER THAN THE CHRIST, THE WORD, HE WHO WAS WITH THE FATHER, BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE; WHILE, ON THE OTHER SIDE, THE LIFE IS NO OTHER THAN THE SON OF GOD, WHO SAYS: JOHN 14:6 I AM THE WAY AND THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE. AS, THEN, LIFE CAME INTO BEING IN THE WORD, SO THE WORD IN THE ARCHE. CONSIDER, HOWEVER, IF WE ARE AT LIBERTY TO TAKE THIS MEANING OF ARCHE FOR OUR TEXT: IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, SO AS TO OBTAIN THE MEANING THAT ALL THINGS CAME INTO BEING ACCORDING TO WISDOM AND ACCORDING TO THE MODELS OF THE SYSTEM WHICH ARE PRESENT IN HIS THOUGHTS. FOR I CONSIDER THAT AS A HOUSE OR A SHIP IS BUILT AND FASHIONED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SKETCHES OF THE BUILDER OR DESIGNER, THE HOUSE OR THE SHIP HAVING THEIR BEGINNING (ARCHE) IN THE SKETCHES AND RECKONINGS IN HIS MIND, SO ALL THINGS CAME INTO BEING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DESIGNS OF WHAT WAS TO BE, CLEARLY LAID DOWN BY GOD IN WISDOM. AND WE SHOULD ADD THAT HAVING CREATED, SO TO SPEAK, ENSOULED WISDOM, HE LEFT HER TO HAND OVER, FROM THE TYPES WHICH WERE IN HER, TO THINGS EXISTING AND TO MATTER, THE ACTUAL EMERGENCE OF THEM, THEIR MOULDING AND THEIR FORMS. BUT I CONSIDER, IF IT BE PERMITTED TO SAY THIS, THAT THE BEGINNING (ARCHE) OF REAL EXISTENCE WAS THE SON OF GOD, SAYING: REVELATION 22:13 I AM THE BEGINNING AND THE END, THE Α AND THE Ω, THE FIRST AND THE LAST. WE MUST, HOWEVER, REMEMBER THAT HE IS NOT THE ARCHE IN RESPECT OF EVERY NAME WHICH IS APPLIED TO HIM. FOR HOW CAN HE BE THE BEGINNING IN RESPECT OF HIS BEING LIFE, WHEN LIFE CAME IN THE WORD, AND THE WORD IS MANIFESTLY THE ARCHE OF LIFE? IT IS ALSO TOLERABLY EVIDENT THAT HE CANNOT BE THE ARCHE IN RESPECT OF HIS BEING THE FIRST-BORN FROM THE DEAD. AND IF WE GO THROUGH ALL HIS TITLES CAREFULLY, WE FIND THAT HE IS THE ARCHE ONLY IN RESPECT OF HIS BEING WISDOM. NOT EVEN AS THE WORD IS, HE THE ARCHE, FOR THE WORD WAS IN THE ARCHE. AND SO, ONE MIGHT VENTURE TO SAY THAT WISDOM IS ANTERIOR TO ALL THE THOUGHTS THAT ARE EXPRESSED IN THE TITLES OF THE FIRST-BORN OF EVERY CREATURE. NOW GOD IS ALTOGETHER ONE AND SIMPLE; BUT OUR SAVIOUR, FOR MANY REASONS, SINCE GOD ROMANS 3:25 SET HIM FORTH A PROPITIATION AND A FIRST FRUITS OF THE WHOLE CREATION, IS MADE MANY THINGS, OR PERHAPS ALL THESE THINGS; THE WHOLE CREATION, SO FAR AS CAPABLE OF REDEMPTION, STANDS IN NEED OF HIM. AND, HENCE, HE IS MADE THE LIGHT OF MEN, BECAUSE MEN, BEING DARKENED BY WICKEDNESS, NEED THE LIGHT THAT SHINES IN DARKNESS, AND IS NOT OVERTAKEN BY THE DARKNESS; HAD NOT MEN BEEN IN DARKNESS, HE WOULD NOT HAVE BECOME THE LIGHT OF MEN. THE SAME THING MAY BE OBSERVED IN RESPECT OF HIS BEING THE FIRST-BORN OF THE DEAD. FOR SUPPOSING THE WOMAN HAD NOT BEEN DECEIVED, AND ADAM HAD NOT FALLEN, AND MAN CREATED FOR INCORRUPTION HAD OBTAINED IT, THEN HE WOULD NOT HAVE DESCENDED INTO THE GRAVE, NOR WOULD HE HAVE DIED, THERE BEING NO SIN, NOR WOULD HIS LOVE OF MEN HAVE REQUIRED THAT HE SHOULD DIE, AND IF HE HAD NOT DIED, HE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN THE FIRST-BORN OF THE DEAD. WE MAY ALSO ASK WHETHER HE WOULD EVER HAVE BECOME A SHEPHERD, HAD MAN NOT BEEN THROWN TOGETHER WITH THE BEASTS WHICH ARE DEVOID OF REASON, AND MADE LIKE TO THEM. FOR IF GOD SAVES MAN AND BEASTS, HE SAVES THOSE BEASTS WHICH HE DOES SAVE, BY GIVING THEM A SHEPHERD, SINCE THEY CANNOT HAVE A KING. THUS, IF WE COLLECT THE TITLES OF JESUS, THE QUESTION ARISES WHICH OF THEM WERE CONFERRED ON HIM LATER, AND WOULD NEVER HAVE ASSUMED SUCH IMPORTANCE IF THE SAINTS HAD BEGUN AND HAD ALSO PERSEVERED IN BLESSEDNESS. PERHAPS WISDOM WOULD BE THE ONLY REMAINING ONE, OR PERHAPS THE WORD WOULD REMAIN TOO, OR PERHAPS THE LIFE, OR PERHAPS THE TRUTH, NOT THE OTHERS, WHICH HE TOOK FOR OUR SAKE. AND HAPPY INDEED ARE THOSE WHO IN THEIR NEED FOR THE SON OF GOD HAVE YET BECOME SUCH PERSONS AS NOT TO NEED HIM IN HIS CHARACTER AS A PHYSICIAN HEALING THE SICK, NOR IN THAT OF A SHEPHERD, NOR IN THAT OF REDEMPTION, BUT ONLY IN HIS CHARACTERS AS WISDOM, AS THE WORD AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, OR IF THERE BE ANY OTHER TITLE SUITABLE FOR THOSE WHO ARE SO PERFECT AS TO RECEIVE HIM IN HIS FAIREST CHARACTERS. SO MUCH FOR THE PHRASE IN THE BEGINNING.
23. THE TITLE WORD IS TO BE INTERPRETED BY THE SAME METHOD AS THE OTHER TITLES OF CHRIST. THE WORD OF GOD IS NOT A MERE ATTRIBUTE OF GOD, BUT A SEPARATE PERSON. WHAT IS MEANT WHEN HE IS CALLED THE WORD.
LET US CONSIDER, HOWEVER, A LITTLE MORE CAREFULLY WHAT IS THE WORD WHICH IS IN THE BEGINNING. I AM OFTEN LED TO WONDER WHEN I CONSIDER THE THINGS THAT ARE SAID ABOUT CHRIST, EVEN BY THOSE WHO ARE IN EARNEST IN THEIR BELIEF IN HIM. THOUGH THERE IS A COUNTLESS NUMBER OF NAMES WHICH CAN BE APPLIED TO OUR SAVIOUR, THEY OMIT THE MOST OF THEM, AND IF THEY SHOULD REMEMBER THEM, THEY DECLARE THAT THESE TITLES ARE NOT TO BE UNDERSTOOD IN THEIR PROPER SENSE, BUT TROPICALLY. BUT WHEN THEY COME TO THE TITLE LOGOS (WORD), AND REPEAT THAT CHRIST ALONE IS THE WORD OF GOD, THEY ARE NOT CONSISTENT, AND DO NOT, AS IN THE CASE OF THE OTHER TITLES, SEARCH OUT WHAT IS BEHIND THE MEANING OF THE TERM WORD. I WONDER AT THE STUPIDITY OF THE GENERAL RUN OF CHRISTIANS IN THIS MATTER. I DO NOT MINCE MATTERS; IT IS NOTHING BUT STUPIDITY. THE SON OF GOD SAYS IN ONE PASSAGE, I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, AND IN ANOTHER, I AM THE RESURRECTION, AND AGAIN, I AM THE WAY AND THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE. IT IS ALSO WRITTEN, I AM THE DOOR, AND WE HAVE THE SAYING, I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD, AND WHEN THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA SAYS, WE KNOW THE MESSIAH IS COMING, WHO IS CALLED CHRIST; WHEN HE COMES, HE WILL TELL US ALL THINGS, JESUS ANSWERS, I THAT SPEAK UNTO YOU AM HE. AGAIN, WHEN HE WASHED THE DISCIPLES' FEET, HE DECLARED HIMSELF IN THESE WORDS JOHN 13:13 TO BE THEIR MASTER AND LORD: YOU CALL ME MASTER AND LORD, AND YOU SAY WELL, FOR SO I AM. HE ALSO DISTINCTLY ANNOUNCES HIMSELF AS THE SON OF GOD, WHEN HE SAYS, JOHN 10:36 HE WHOM THE FATHER SANCTIFIED AND SENT UNTO THE WORLD, TO HIM DO YOU SAY, YOU BLASPHEME, BECAUSE I SAID, I AM THE SON OF GOD? AND JOHN 17:1 FATHER, THE HOUR HAS COME; GLORIFY YOUR SON, THAT THE SON ALSO MAY GLORIFY YOU. WE ALSO FIND HIM DECLARING HIMSELF TO BE A KING, AS WHEN HE ANSWERS PILATE'S QUESTION, JOHN 18:33, 36 ARE YOU THE KING OF THE JEWS? BY SAYING, MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD; IF MY KINGDOM WERE OF THIS WORLD, THEN WOULD MY SERVANTS FIGHT, THAT I SHOULD NOT BE DELIVERED TO THE JEWS, BUT NOW IS MY KINGDOM NOT FROM HENCE. WE HAVE ALSO READ THE WORDS, I AM THE TRUE VINE AND MY FATHER IS THE HUSBANDMAN, AND AGAIN, I AM THE VINE, YOU ARE THE BRANCHES. ADD TO THESE TESTIMONIES ALSO THE SAYING, I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE, THAT CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN AND GIVES LIFE TO THE WORLD. THESE TEXTS WILL SUFFICE FOR THE PRESENT, WHICH WE HAVE PICKED UP OUT OF THE STOREHOUSE OF THE GOSPELS, AND IN ALL OF WHICH HE CLAIMS TO BE THE SON OF GOD. BUT IN THE APOCALYPSE OF JOHN, TOO, HE SAYS, REVELATION 1:18 I AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST, AND THE LIVING ONE, AND I WAS DEAD. BEHOLD, I AM ALIVE FOR EVERMORE. AND AGAIN, REVELATION 22:13 I AM THE Α AND THE Ω, AND THE FIRST AND THE LAST, THE BEGINNING AND THE END. THE CAREFUL STUDENT OF THE SACRED BOOKS, MOREOVER, MAY GATHER NOT A FEW SIMILAR PASSAGES FROM THE PROPHETS, AS WHERE HE CALLS HIMSELF ISAIAH 49:2 A CHOSEN SHAFT, AND A SERVANT OF GOD, AND A LIGHT OF THE GENTILES. ISAIAH 49:6 ISAIAH ALSO SAYS, FROM MY MOTHER'S WOMB HAS HE CALLED ME BY MY NAME, AND HE MADE MY MOUTH AS A SHARP SWORD, AND UNDER THE SHADOW OF HIS HAND DID HE HIDE ME, AND HE SAID TO ME, YOU ARE MY SERVANT, O ISRAEL, AND IN YOU WILL I BE GLORIFIED. AND A LITTLE FARTHER ON: AND MY GOD SHALL BE MY STRENGTH, AND HE SAID TO ME, THIS IS A GREAT THING FOR YOU TO BE CALLED MY SERVANT, TO SET UP THE TRIBES OF JACOB AND TO TURN AGAIN THE DIASPORA OF ISRAEL. BEHOLD I HAVE SET YOU FOR A LIGHT OF THE GENTILES, THAT YOU SHOULD BE FOR SALVATION TO THE END OF THE EARTH. AND IN JEREMIAH TOO JEREMIAH 11:19 HE LIKENS HIMSELF TO A LAMB, AS THUS: I WAS AS A GENTLE LAMB THAT IS LED TO THE SLAUGHTER. THESE AND OTHER SIMILAR SAYINGS HE, APPLIES TO HIMSELF. IN ADDITION TO THESE ONE MIGHT COLLECT IN THE GOSPELS AND THE APOSTLES AND IN THE PROPHETS A COUNTLESS NUMBER OF TITLES WHICH ARE APPLIED TO THE SON OF GOD, AS THE WRITERS OF THE GOSPELS SET FORTH THEIR OWN VIEWS OF WHAT HE IS, OR THE APOSTLES EXTOL HIM OUT OF WHAT THEY HAD LEARNED, OR THE PROPHETS PROCLAIM IN ADVANCE HIS COMING ADVENT AND ANNOUNCE THE THINGS CONCERNING HIM UNDER VARIOUS NAMES. THUS, JOHN CALLS HIM THE LAMB OF GOD, SAYING, JOHN 1:29 BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD WHICH TAKES AWAY THE SINS OF THE WORLD, AND IN THESE WORDS, HE DECLARES HIM AS A MAN, JOHN 1:30-31 THIS IS HE ABOUT WHOM I SAID, THAT THERE COMES AFTER ME A MAN WHO IS THERE BEFORE ME; FOR HE WAS BEFORE ME. AND IN HIS CATHOLIC EPISTLE JOHN SAYS THAT HE IS A PARACLETE FOR OUR SOULS WITH THE FATHER, AS THUS: AND IF ANY ONE SIN, WE HAVE A PARACLETE WITH THE FATHER, JESUS CHRIST THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HE ADDS THAT HE IS A PROPITIATION FOR OUR SINS, AND SIMILARLY PAUL SAYS HE IS A PROPITIATION: WHOM GOD SET FORTH AS A PROPITIATION THROUGH FAITH IN HIS BLOOD, ON ACCOUNT OF FORGIVENESS OF THE FOREPAST SINS, IN THE FORBEARANCE OF GOD. ACCORDING TO PAUL, TOO, HE IS DECLARED TO BE THE WISDOM AND THE POWER OF GOD, AS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS: CHRIST THE POWER OF GOD AND THE WISDOM OF GOD. IT IS ADDED THAT HE IS ALSO SANCTIFICATION AND REDEMPTION: HE WAS MADE TO US OF GOD, HE SAYS, WISDOM AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SANCTIFICATION AND REDEMPTION. BUT HE ALSO TEACHES US, WRITING TO THE HEBREWS, THAT CHRIST IS A HIGH-PRIEST: HEBREWS 4:14 HAVING, THEREFORE, A GREAT HIGH-PRIEST, WHO HAS PASSED THROUGH THE HEAVENS, JESUS THE SON OF GOD, LET US HOLD FAST OUR PROFESSION. AND THE PROPHETS HAVE OTHER NAMES FOR HIM BESIDES THESE. JACOB IN HIS BLESSING OF HIS SONS GENESIS 49:10 SAYS, JUDAH, YOUR BRETHREN SHALL EXTOL YOU; YOUR HANDS ARE ON THE NECKS OF YOUR ENEMIES. A LION'S CUB IS JUDAH, FROM A SHOOT, MY SON, ARE YOU SPRUNG UP; YOU HAVE LAIN DOWN AND SLEPT AS A LION; WHO SHALL AWAKEN HIM? WE CANNOT NOW LINGER OVER THESE PHRASES, TO SHOW THAT WHAT IS SAID OF JUDAH APPLIES TO CHRIST. WHAT MAY BE QUOTED AGAINST THIS VIEW, VIZ., A RULER SHALL NOT PART FROM JUDAH NOR A LEADER FROM HIS LOINS, UNTIL HE COME FOR WHOM IT IS RESERVED; THIS CAN BETTER BE CLEARED UP ON ANOTHER OCCASION. BUT ISAIAH KNOWS CHRIST TO BE SPOKEN OF UNDER THE NAMES OF JACOB AND ISRAEL, WHEN HE SAYS, ISAIAH 42:1-4 JACOB IS MY SERVANT, I WILL HELP HIM; ISRAEL IS MY ELECT, MY SOUL HAS ACCEPTED HIM. HE SHALL DECLARE JUDGMENT TO THE GENTILES. HE SHALL NOT STRIVE NOR CRY, NEITHER SHALL ANY ONE, HEAR HIS VOICE ON THE STREETS. A BRUISED ROD SHALL HE NOT BREAK, AND SMOKING FLAX SHALL HE NOT QUENCH, TILL HE BRING FORTH JUDGMENT FROM VICTORY, AND IN HIS NAME SHALL THE NATIONS HOPE. THAT IT IS CHRIST ABOUT WHOM SUCH PROPHECIES ARE MADE, MATTHEW SHOWS IN HIS GOSPEL, WHERE HE QUOTES FROM MEMORY AND SAYS: THAT THE SAYING MIGHT BE FULFILLED, HE SHALL NOT STRIVE NOR CRY, ETC. DAVID ALSO IS CALLED CHRIST, AS WHERE EZEKIEL IN HIS PROPHECY TO THE SHEPHERDS ADDS AS FROM THE MOUTH OF GOD: EZEKIEL 34:23 I WILL RAISE UP DAVID MY SERVANT, WHO SHALL BE THEIR SHEPHERD. FOR IT IS NOT THE PATRIARCH DAVID WHO IS TO RISE AND BE THE SHEPHERD OF THE SAINTS, BUT CHRIST. ISAIAH ALSO CALLED CHRIST THE ROD AND THE FLOWER: ISAIAH 11:1-3 THERE SHALL COME FORTH A ROD OUT OF THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND A FLOWER SHALL SPRING OUT OF THIS ROOT, AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD SHALL REST UPON HIM, THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND OF MIGHT, THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF GODLINESS, AND HE SHALL BE FULL OF THE SPIRIT OF THE FEAR OF THE LORD. AND IN THE PSALMS OUR LORD IS CALLED THE STONE, AS FOLLOWS: THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED IS MADE THE HEAD OF THE CORNER. IT IS FROM THE LORD, AND IT IS WONDERFUL IN OUR EYES. AND THE GOSPEL SHOWS, AS ALSO DOES LUKE IN THE ACTS, THAT THE STONE IS NO OTHER THAN CHRIST; THE GOSPEL AS FOLLOWS: MATTHEW 21:42, 44 HAVE YE NEVER READ, THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED IS MADE THE HEAD OF THE CORNER. WHOSOEVER FALLS ON THIS STONE SHALL BE BROKEN, BUT ON WHOMSOEVER IT SHALL FALL, IT WILL SCATTER HIM AS DUST. AND LUKE WRITES IN ACTS: ACTS 4:11 THIS IS THE STONE, WHICH WAS SET AT NAUGHT OF YOU THE BUILDERS, WHICH HAS BECOME THE HEAD OF THE CORNER. AND ONE OF THE NAMES APPLIED TO THE SAVIOUR IS THAT WHICH HE HIMSELF DOES NOT UTTER, BUT WHICH JOHN RECORDS —THE WORD WHO WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD, GOD THE WORD. AND IT IS WORTH OUR WHILE TO FIX OUR ATTENTION FOR A MOMENT ON THOSE SCHOLARS WHO OMIT CONSIDERATION OF MOST OF THE GREAT NAMES WE HAVE MENTIONED AND REGARD THIS AS THE MOST IMPORTANT ONE. AS TO THE FORMER TITLES, THEY LOOK FOR ANY ACCOUNT OF THEM THAT ANY ONE MAY OFFER, BUT IN THE CASE OF THIS ONE THEY PROCEED DIFFERENTLY AND ASK, WHAT IS THE SON OF GOD WHEN CALLED THE WORD? THE PASSAGE THEY EMPLOY MOST IS THAT IN THE PSALMS, MY HEART HAS PRODUCED A GOOD WORD; AND THEY IMAGINE THE SON OF GOD TO BE THE UTTERANCE OF THE FATHER DEPOSITED, AS IT WERE, IN SYLLABLES, AND ACCORDINGLY THEY DO NOT ALLOW HIM, IF WE EXAMINE THEM FARTHER, ANY INDEPENDENT HYPOSTASIS, NOR ARE THEY CLEAR ABOUT HIS ESSENCE. I DO NOT MEAN THAT THEY CONFUSE ITS QUALITIES, BUT THE FACT OF HIS HAVING AN ESSENCE OF HIS OWN. FOR NO ONE CAN UNDERSTAND HOW THAT WHICH IS SAID TO BE WORD CAN BE A SON. AND SUCH AN ANIMATED WORD, NOT BEING A SEPARATE ENTITY FROM THE FATHER, AND ACCORDINGLY AS IT, HAVING NO SUBSISTENCE. IS NOT A SON, OR IF HE IS A SON, LET THEM SAY THAT GOD THE WORD IS A SEPARATE BEING AND HAS AN ESSENCE OF HIS OWN? WE INSIST, THEREFORE, THAT AS IN THE CASE OF EACH OF THE TITLES SPOKEN OF ABOVE, WE TURN FROM THE TITLE TO THE CONCEPT IT SUGGESTS AND APPLY IT AND DEMONSTRATE HOW THE SON OF GOD IS SUITABLY DESCRIBED BY IT, THE SAME COURSE MUST BE FOLLOWED WHEN WE FIND HIM CALLED THE WORD. WHAT CAPRICE IT IS, IN ALL THESE CASES, NOT TO STAND UPON THE TERM EMPLOYED, BUT TO ENQUIRE IN WHAT SENSE CHRIST IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE THE DOOR, AND IN WHAT WAY THE VINE, AND WHY HE IS THE WAY; BUT IN THE ONE CASE OF HIS BEING CALLED THE WORD, TO FOLLOW A DIFFERENT COURSE. TO ADD TO THE AUTHORITY, THEREFORE, OF WHAT WE HAVE TO SAY ON THE QUESTION, HOW THE SON OF GOD IS THE WORD, WE MUST BEGIN WITH THOSE NAMES OF WHICH WE SPOKE FIRST AS BEING APPLIED TO HIM. THIS, WE CANNOT DENY, WILL SEEM TO SOME TO BE SUPERFLUOUS AND A DIGRESSION, BUT THE THOUGHTFUL READER WILL NOT THINK IT USELESS TO ASK AS TO THE CONCEPTS FOR WHICH THE TITLES ARE USED; TO OBSERVE THESE MATTERS WILL CLEAR THE WAY FOR WHAT IS COMING. AND ONCE WE HAVE ENTERED UPON THE THEOLOGY CONCERNING THE SAVIOUR, AS WE SEEK WITH WHAT DILIGENCE WE CAN AND FIND THE VARIOUS THINGS THAT ARE TAUGHT ABOUT HIM, WE SHALL NECESSARILY UNDERSTAND MORE ABOUT HIM NOT ONLY IN HIS CHARACTER AS THE WORD, BUT IN HIS OTHER CHARACTERS ALSO.
24. CHRIST AS LIGHT; HOW HE, AND HOW HIS DISCIPLES ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.
HE SAID, THEN, THAT HE WAS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD; AND WE HAVE TO EXAMINE, ALONG WITH THIS TITLE, THOSE WHICH ARE PARALLEL TO IT; AND, INDEED, ARE THOUGHT BY SOME TO BE NOT MERELY PARALLEL, BUT IDENTICAL WITH IT. HE IS THE TRUE LIGHT, AND THE LIGHT OF THE GENTILES. IN THE OPENING OF THE GOSPEL NOW BEFORE US HE IS THE LIGHT OF MEN: THAT WHICH WAS MADE, JOHN 1:3-5 IT SAYS, WAS LIFE IN HIM, AND THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN; AND THE LIGHT SHINES IN DARKNESS, AND THE DARKNESS DID NOT OVERTAKE IT. A LITTLE FURTHER ON, IN THE SAME PASSAGE, HE IS CALLED THE TRUE LIGHT: JOHN 1:9 THE TRUE LIGHT, WHICH LIGHTENS EVERY MAN, WAS COMING INTO THE WORLD. IN ISAIAH, HE IS THE LIGHT OF THE GENTILES, AS WE SAID BEFORE. BEHOLD, ISAIAH 49:6 I HAVE SET YOU FOR A LIGHT OF THE GENTILES, THAT YOU SHOULD BE FOR SALVATION TO THE END OF THE EARTH. NOW THE SENSIBLE LIGHT OF THE WORLD IS THE SUN, AND AFTER IT COMES VERY WORTHILY THE MOON, AND THE SAME TITLE MAY BE APPLIED TO THE STARS; BUT THOSE LIGHTS OF THE WORLD ARE SAID IN MOSES TO HAVE COME INTO EXISTENCE ON THE FOURTH DAY, AND AS THEY SHED LIGHT ON THE THINGS ON THE EARTH, THEY ARE NOT THE TRUE LIGHT. BUT THE SAVIOUR SHINES ON CREATURES WHICH HAVE INTELLECT AND SOVEREIGN REASON, THAT THEIR MINDS MAY BEHOLD THEIR PROPER OBJECTS OF VISION, AND SO HE IS THE LIGHT OF THE INTELLECTUAL WORLD, THAT IS TO SAY, OF THE REASONABLE SOULS WHICH ARE IN THE SENSIBLE WORLD, AND IF THERE BE ANY BEINGS BEYOND THESE IN THE WORLD FROM WHICH HE DECLARES HIMSELF TO BE OUR SAVIOUR. HE IS, INDEED, THE MOST DETERMINING AND DISTINGUISHED PART OF THAT WORLD, AND, AS WE MAY SAY, THE SUN WHO MAKES THE GREAT DAY OF THE LORD. IN VIEW OF THIS DAY HE SAYS TO THOSE WHO PARTAKE OF HIS LIGHT, WORK JOHN 9:4-5 WHILE IT IS DAY; THE NIGHT COMES WHEN NO MAN CAN WORK. AS LONG AS I AM IN THE WORLD, I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. THEN HE SAYS TO HIS DISCIPLES, YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, AND LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE BEFORE MEN. THUS, WE SEE THE CHURCH, THE BRIDE, TO PRESENT AN ANALOGY TO THE MOON AND STARS, AND THE DISCIPLES HAVE A LIGHT, WHICH IS THEIR OWN OR BORROWED FROM THE TRUE SUN, SO THAT THEY ARE ABLE TO ILLUMINATE THOSE WHO HAVE NO COMMAND OF ANY SPRING OF LIGHT IN THEMSELVES. WE MAY SAY THAT PAUL AND PETER ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, AND THAT THOSE OF THEIR DISCIPLES WHO ARE ENLIGHTENED THEMSELVES, BUT ARE NOT ABLE TO ENLIGHTEN OTHERS, ARE THE WORLD OF WHICH THE APOSTLES WERE THE LIGHT. BUT THE SAVIOUR, BEING THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, ILLUMINATES NOT BODIES, BUT BY HIS INCORPOREAL POWER THE INCORPOREAL INTELLECT, TO THE END THAT EACH OF US, ENLIGHTENED AS BY THE SUN, MAY BE ABLE TO DISCERN THE REST OF THE THINGS OF THE MIND. AND AS WHEN THE SUN IS SHINING THE MOON AND THE STARS LOSE THEIR POWER OF GIVING LIGHT, SO THOSE WHO ARE IRRADIATED BY CHRIST AND RECEIVE HIS BEAMS HAVE NO NEED OF THE MINISTERING APOSTLES AND PROPHETS— WE MUST HAVE COURAGE TO DECLARE THIS TRUTH— NOR OF THE ANGELS; I WILL ADD THAT THEY HAVE NO NEED EVEN OF THE GREATER POWERS WHEN THEY ARE DISCIPLES OF THAT FIRST-BORN LIGHT. TO THOSE WHO DO NOT RECEIVE THE SOLAR BEAMS OF CHRIST, THE MINISTERING SAINTS DO AFFORD AN ILLUMINATION MUCH LESS THAN THE FORMER; THIS ILLUMINATION IS AS MUCH AS THOSE PERSONS CAN RECEIVE, AND IT COMPLETELY FILLS THEM. CHRIST, AGAIN, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, IS THE TRUE LIGHT AS DISTINGUISHED FROM THE LIGHT OF SENSE; NOTHING THAT IS SENSIBLE IS TRUE. YET THOUGH THE SENSIBLE IS OTHER THAN THE TRUE, IT DOES NOT FOLLOW THAT THE SENSIBLE IS FALSE, FOR THE SENSIBLE MAY HAVE AN ANALOGY WITH THE INTELLECTUAL, AND NOT EVERYTHING THAT IS NOT TRUE CAN CORRECTLY BE CALLED FALSE. NOW I ASK WHETHER THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD IS THE SAME THING WITH THE LIGHT OF MEN, AND I CONCEIVE THAT A HIGHER POWER OF LIGHT IS INTENDED BY THE FORMER PHRASE THAN BY THE LATTER, FOR THE WORLD IN ONE SENSE IS NOT ONLY MEN. PAUL SHOWS THAT THE WORLD IS SOMETHING MORE THAN MEN WHEN HE WRITES TO THE CORINTHIANS IN HIS FIRST EPISTLE: 1 CORINTHIANS 4:9 WE ARE MADE A SPECTACLE UNTO THE WORLD, AND TO ANGELS, AND TO MEN. IN ONE SENSE, TOO, IT MAY BE CONSIDERED, THE WORLD IS THE CREATION WHICH IS BEING DELIVERED FROM THE BONDAGE OF CORRUPTION INTO THE LIBERTY OF THE GLORY OF THE CHILDREN OF GOD, WHOSE EARNEST EXPECTATION IS WAITING FOR THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SONS OF GOD. WE ALSO DRAW ATTENTION TO THE COMPARISON WHICH MAY BE DRAWN BETWEEN THE STATEMENT, I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, AND THE WORDS ADDRESSED TO THE DISCIPLES, YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. SOME SUPPOSE THAT THE GENUINE DISCIPLES OF JESUS ARE GREATER THAN OTHER CREATURES, SOME SEEKING THE REASON OF THIS IN THE NATURAL GROWTH OF THESE DISCIPLES, OTHERS INFERRING IT FROM THEIR HARDER STRUGGLE. FOR THOSE BEINGS WHICH ARE IN FLESH AND BLOOD HAVE GREATER LABOURS AND A LIFE MORE-FULL OF DANGERS THAN THOSE WHICH ARE IN AN ETHEREAL BODY, AND THE LIGHTS OF HEAVEN MIGHT NOT, IF THEY HAD PUT ON BODIES OF EARTH, HAVE ACCOMPLISHED THIS LIFE OF OURS FREE FROM DANGER AND FROM ERROR. THOSE WHO INCLINE TO THIS ARGUMENT MAY APPEAL TO THOSE TEXTS OF SCRIPTURE WHICH SAY THE MOST EXALTED THINGS ABOUT MEN, AND TO THE FACT THAT THE GOSPEL IS ADDRESSED DIRECTLY TO MEN; NOT SO MUCH IS SAID ABOUT THE CREATION, OR, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT, ABOUT THE WORLD. WE READ, JOHN 17:21 AS I AND THOU ARE ONE, THAT THEY ALSO MAY BE ONE IN US, AND WHERE I AM, THERE WILL ALSO MY SERVANT BE. THESE SAYINGS, PLAINLY, ARE ABOUT MEN; WHILE ABOUT THE CREATION IT IS SAID THAT IT IS DELIVERED FROM THE BONDAGE OF CORRUPTION INTO THE LIBERTY OF THE GLORY OF THE CHILDREN OF GOD. IT MIGHT BE ADDED THAT NOT EVEN WHEN IT IS DELIVERED WILL IT TAKE PART IN THE GLORY OF THE SONS OF GOD. NOR WILL THOSE WHO HOLD THIS VIEW FORGET THAT THE FIRST-BORN OF EVERY CREATURE, HONOURING MAN ABOVE ALL ELSE, BECAME MAN, AND THAT IT WAS NOT ANY OF THE CONSTELLATIONS EXISTING IN THE SKY, BUT ONE OF ANOTHER ORDER, APPOINTED FOR THIS PURPOSE AND IN THE SERVICE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS, THAT WAS MADE TO BE THE STAR OF THE EAST, WHETHER IT WAS LIKE THE OTHER STARS OR PERCHANCE BETTER THAN THEY, TO BE THE SIGN OF HIM WHO IS THE MOST EXCELLENT OF ALL. AND IF THE BOASTING OF THE SAINTS IS IN THEIR TRIBULATIONS, SINCE ROMANS 5:3-5 TRIBULATION WORKS PATIENCE, AND PATIENCE PROBATION, AND PROBATION HOPE, AND HOPE MAKES NOT ASHAMED, THEN THE AFFLICTED CREATION CANNOT HAVE THE LIKE PATIENCE WITH MAN, NOR THE LIKE PROBATION, NOR THE LIKE HOPE , BUT ANOTHER DEGREE OF THESE, SINCE ROMANS 8:20 THE CREATION WAS MADE SUBJECT TO VANITY, NOT WILLINGLY, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF HIM WHO SUBJECTED IT, FOR HOPE. NOW HE WHO SHRINKS FROM CONFERRING SUCH GREAT ATTRIBUTES ON MAN WILL TURN TO ANOTHER DIRECTION AND SAY THAT THE CREATURE BEING SUBJECTED TO VANITY GROANS AND SUFFERS GREATER AFFLICTION THAN THOSE WHO GROAN IN THIS TABERNACLE, FOR HAS SHE NOT SUFFERED FOR THE UTMOST EXTENT OF TIME IN HER SERVICE OF VANITY— NAY, MANY TIMES AS LONG AS MAN? FOR WHY DOES SHE DO THIS NOT WILLINGLY, BUT THAT IT IS AGAINST HER NATURE TO BE SUBJECT TO VANITY, AND NOT TO HAVE THE BEST ARRANGEMENT OF HER LIFE, THAT WHICH SHE SHALL RECEIVE WHEN SHE IS SET FREE, WHEN THE WORLD IS DESTROYED AND RELEASED EVEN FROM THE VANITY OF BODIES. HERE, HOWEVER, WE MAY APPEAR TO BE STRETCHING TOO FAR, AND AIMING AT MORE THAN THE QUESTION NOW BEFORE US REQUIRES. WE MAY RETURN, THEREFORE, TO THE POINT FROM WHICH WE SET OUT, AND ASK FOR WHAT REASON THE SAVIOUR IS CALLED THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, THE TRUE LIGHT, AND THE LIGHT OF MEN. NOW WE SAW THAT HE IS CALLED THE TRUE LIGHT WITH REFERENCE TO THE SENSIBLE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, AND THAT THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD IS THE SAME THING AS THE LIGHT OF MEN, OR THAT WE MAY AT LEAST ENQUIRE WHETHER THEY ARE THE SAME. THIS DISCUSSION IS NOT SUPERFLUOUS. SOME STUDENTS DO NOT TAKE ANYTHING AT ALL OUT OF THE STATEMENT THAT THE SAVIOUR IS THE WORD; AND IT IS IMPORTANT FOR US TO ASSURE OURSELVES THAT WE ARE NOT CHARGEABLE WITH CAPRICE IN FIXING OUR ATTENTION ON THAT NOTION. IF IT ADMITS OF BEING TAKEN IN A METAPHORICAL SENSE, WE OUGHT NOT TO TAKE IT LITERALLY. WHEN WE APPLY THE MYSTICAL AND ALLEGORICAL METHOD TO THE EXPRESSION LIGHT OF THE WORLD AND THE MANY ANALOGOUS TERMS MENTIONED ABOVE, WE SHOULD SURELY DO SO WITH THIS EXPRESSION ALSO.
25. CHRIST AS THE RESURRECTION.
NOW HE IS CALLED THE LIGHT OF MEN AND THE TRUE LIGHT AND THE LIGHT OF THE WORD, BECAUSE HE BRIGHTENS AND IRRADIATES THE HIGHER PARTS OF MEN, OR, IN A WORD, OF ALL REASONABLE BEINGS. AND SIMILARLY, IT IS FROM AND BECAUSE OF THE ENERGY WITH WHICH HE CAUSES THE OLD DEADNESS TO BE PUT ASIDE AND THAT WHICH IS PAR EXCELLENCE LIFE TO BE PUT ON, SO THAT THOSE WHO HAVE TRULY RECEIVED HIM RISE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD, THAT HE IS CALLED THE RESURRECTION. AND THIS HE DOES NOT ONLY AT THE MOMENT AT WHICH A MAN SAYS, ROMANS 6:4 WE ARE BURIED WITH CHRIST THROUGH BAPTISM AND HAVE RISEN AGAIN WITH HIM, BUT MUCH RATHER WHEN A MAN, HAVING LAID OFF ALL ABOUT HIM THAT BELONGS TO DEATH, WALKS IN THE NEWNESS OF LIFE WHICH BELONGS TO HIM, THE SON, WHILE HERE. WE ALWAYS 2 CORINTHIANS 4:10 CARRY ABOUT IN OUR BODY THE DYING OF THE LORD JESUS, AND THUS WE REAP THE VAST ADVANTAGE, THAT THE LIFE OF THE LORD JESUS MIGHT BE MADE MANIFEST IN OUR BODIES.
26. CHRIST AS THE WAY.
BUT THAT PROGRESS TOO, WHICH IS IN WISDOM AND WHICH IS FOUND BY THOSE WHO SEEK THEIR SALVATION IN IT TO DO FOR THEM WHAT THEY REQUIRE BOTH IN RESPECT OF EXPOSITION OF TRUTH IN THE DIVINE WORD AND IN RESPECT OF CONDUCT ACCORDING TO TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS, IT LETS US UNDERSTAND HOW CHRIST IS THE WAY. IN THIS WAY WE HAVE TO TAKE NOTHING WITH US, MATTHEW 10:10 NEITHER WALLET NOR COAT; WE MUST TRAVEL WITHOUT EVEN A STICK, NOR MUST WE HAVE SHOES ON OUR FEET. FOR THIS ROAD IS ITSELF SUFFICIENT FOR ALL THE SUPPLIES OF OUR JOURNEY; AND EVERY ONE WHO WALKS ON IT WANTS NOTHING. HE IS CLAD WITH A GARMENT WHICH IS FIT FOR ONE WHO IS SETTING OUT IN RESPONSE TO AN INVITATION TO A WEDDING; AND ON THIS ROAD HE CANNOT MEET ANYTHING THAT CAN ANNOY HIM. NO ONE, SOLOMON SAYS, PROVERBS 30:19 CAN FIND OUT THE WAY OF A SERPENT UPON A ROCK. I WOULD ADD, OR THAT OF ANY OTHER BEAST. HENCE THERE IS NO NEED OF A STAFF ON THIS ROAD, ON WHICH THERE IS NO TRACE OF ANY HOSTILE CREATURE, AND THE HARDNESS OF WHICH, WHENCE ALSO IT IS CALLED ROCK (PETRA), MAKES IT INCAPABLE OF HARBOURING ANYTHING HURTFUL.
27. CHRIST AS THE TRUTH.
FURTHER, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN IS THE TRUTH, BECAUSE HE EMBRACES IN HIMSELF ACCORDING TO THE FATHER'S WILL THE WHOLE REASON OF ALL THINGS, AND THAT WITH PERFECT CLEARNESS, AND BEING THE TRUTH COMMUNICATES TO EACH CREATURE IN PROPORTION TO ITS WORTHINESS. AND SHOULD ANY ONE ENQUIRE WHETHER ALL THAT THE FATHER KNOWS, ACCORDING TO THE DEPTH OF HIS RICHES AND HIS WISDOM AND HIS KNOWLEDGE, IS KNOWN TO OUR SAVIOUR ALSO, AND SHOULD HE, IMAGINING THAT HE WILL THEREBY GLORIFY THE FATHER, SHOW THAT SOME THINGS KNOWN TO THE FATHER ARE UNKNOWN TO THE SON, ALTHOUGH HE MIGHT HAVE HAD AN EQUAL SHARE OF THE APPREHENSIONS OF THE UNBEGOTTEN GOD, WE MUST REMIND HIM THAT IT IS FROM HIS BEING THE TRUTH THAT HE IS SAVIOUR , AND ADD THAT IF HE IS THE TRUTH COMPLETE, THEN THERE IS NOTHING TRUE WHICH HE DOES NOT KNOW; TRUTH MUST NOT LIMP FOR THE WANT OF THE THINGS WHICH, ACCORDING TO THOSE PERSONS, ARE KNOWN TO THE FATHER ONLY. OR ELSE LET IT BE SHOWN THAT SOME THINGS ARE KNOWN TO WHICH THE NAME OF TRUTH DOES NOT APPLY, BUT WHICH ARE ABOVE THE TRUTH.
28. CHRIST AS LIFE.
IT IS CLEAR ALSO THAT THE PRINCIPLE OF THAT LIFE WHICH IS PURE AND UNMIXED WITH ANY OTHER ELEMENT, RESIDES IN HIM WHO IS THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION, TAKING FROM WHICH THOSE WHO HAVE A SHARE IN CHRIST LIVE THE LIFE WHICH IS TRUE LIFE, WHILE ALL THOSE WHO ARE THOUGHT TO LIVE APART FROM THIS, AS THEY HAVE NOT THE TRUE LIGHT, HAVE NOT THE TRUE LIFE EITHER.
29. CHRIST AS THE DOOR AND AS THE SHEPHERD.
BUT AS ONE CANNOT BE IN THE FATHER OR WITH THE FATHER EXCEPT BY ASCENDING FROM BELOW UPWARDS AND COMING FIRST TO THE DIVINITY OF THE SON, THROUGH WHICH ONE MAY BE LED BY THE HAND AND BROUGHT TO THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE FATHER HIMSELF, SO THE SAVIOUR HAS THE INSCRIPTION THE DOOR. AND AS HE IS A LOVER OF MEN, AND APPROVES THE IMPULSE OF HUMAN SOULS TO BETTER THINGS, EVEN OF THOSE WHO DO NOT HASTEN TO REASON (THE LOGOS), BUT LIKE SHEEP HAVE A WEAKNESS AND GENTLENESS APART FROM ALL ACCURACY AND REASON, SO HE IS THE SHEPHERD. FOR THE LORD SAVES MEN AND BEASTS, AND ISRAEL AND JUDA ARE SOWED WITH THE SEED NOT OF MEN ONLY BUT ALSO OF BEASTS. JEREMIAH 31:27
30. CHRIST AS ANOINTED (CHRIST) AND AS KING.
IN ADDITION TO THESE TITLES WE MUST CONSIDER AT THE OUTSET OF OUR WORK THAT OF CHRIST, AND WE MUST ALSO CONSIDER THAT OF KING, AND COMPARE THESE TWO SO AS TO FIND OUT THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEM. NOW IT IS SAID IN THE FORTY-FOURTH PSALM, YOU HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED INIQUITY, WHENCE YOU ARE ANOINTED (CHRIST) ABOVE YOUR FELLOWS. HIS LOVING RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATING INIQUITY WERE THUS ADDED CLAIMS IN HIM; HIS ANOINTING WAS NOT CONTEMPORARY WITH HIS BEING NOR INHERITED BY HIM FROM THE FIRST. ANOINTING IS A SYMBOL OF ENTERING ON THE KINGSHIP, AND SOMETIMES ALSO ON THE PRIESTHOOD; AND MUST WE THEREFORE CONCLUDE THAT THE KINGSHIP OF THE SON OF GOD IS NOT INHERITED NOR CONGENITAL TO HIM? BUT HOW IS IT CONCEIVABLE THAT THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION WAS NOT A KING AND BECAME A KING AFTERWARDS BECAUSE HE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHEN, MOREOVER, HE HIMSELF WAS RIGHTEOUSNESS? WE CANNOT FAIL TO SEE THAT IT IS AS A MAN THAT HE IS CHRIST, IN RESPECT OF HIS SOUL, WHICH WAS HUMAN AND LIABLE TO BE TROUBLED AND SORE VEXED, BUT THAT HE IS CONCEIVED AS KING IN RESPECT OF THE DIVINE IN HIM. I FIND SUPPORT FOR THIS IN THE SEVENTY-FIRST PSALM, WHICH SAYS, GIVE THE KING YOUR JUDGMENT, O GOD, AND YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS TO THE KING'S SON, TO JUDGE YOUR PEOPLE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND YOUR POOR IN JUDGMENT. THIS PSALM, THOUGH ADDRESSED TO SOLOMON, IS EVIDENTLY A PROPHECY OF CHRIST, AND IT IS WORTH WHILE TO ASK TO WHAT KING THE PROPHECY DESIRES JUDGMENT TO BE GIVEN BY GOD, AND TO WHAT KING'S SON, AND WHAT KING'S RIGHTEOUSNESS IS SPOKEN OF. I CONCEIVE, THEN, THAT WHAT IS CALLED THE KING IS THE LEADING NATURE OF THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION, TO WHICH JUDGMENT IS GIVEN ON ACCOUNT OF ITS EMINENCE; AND THAT THE MAN WHOM HE ASSUMED, FORMED AND MOULDED BY THAT NATURE, ACCORDING TO RIGHTEOUSNESS, IS THE KING'S SON. I AM THE MORE LED TO THINK THAT THIS IS SO, BECAUSE THE TWO BEINGS ARE HERE BROUGHT TOGETHER IN ONE SENTENCE, AND ARE SPOKEN OF AS IF THEY WERE NOT TWO BUT ONE. FOR THE SAVIOUR MADE BOTH ONE, EPHESIANS 2:14 THAT IS, HE MADE THEM ACCORDING TO THE PROTOTYPE OF THE TWO WHICH HAD BEEN MADE ONE IN HIMSELF BEFORE ALL THINGS. THE TWO I REFER TO HUMAN NATURE, SINCE EACH MAN'S SOUL IS MIXED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND EACH OF THOSE WHO ARE SAVED IS THUS MADE SPIRITUAL. NOW AS THERE ARE SOME TO WHOM CHRIST IS A SHEPHERD, AS WE SAID BEFORE, BECAUSE OF THEIR MEEK AND COMPOSED NATURE, THOUGH THEY ARE LESS GUIDED BY REASON; SO, THERE ARE THOSE TO WHOM HE IS A KING, THOSE, NAMELY, WHO ARE LED IN THEIR APPROACH TO RELIGION RATHER BY THE REASONABLE PART OF THEIR NATURE. AND AMONG THOSE WHO ARE UNDER A KING THERE ARE DIFFERENCES; SOME EXPERIENCE HIS RULE IN A MORE MYSTIC AND HIDDEN AND MORE DIVINE WAY, OTHERS IN A LESS PERFECT FASHION. I SHOULD SAY THAT THOSE WHO, LED BY REASON, APART FROM ALL AGENCIES OF SENSE, HAVE BEHELD INCORPOREAL THINGS, THE THINGS WHICH PAUL SPEAKS OF AS INVISIBLE, OR NOT SEEN, THAT THEY ARE RULED BY THE LEADING NATURE OF THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN, BUT THAT THOSE WHO HAVE ONLY ADVANCED AS FAR AS THE REASON WHICH IS CONVERSANT WITH SENSIBLE THINGS, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THESE GLORIFY THEIR MAKER, THAT THESE ALSO ARE GOVERNED BY THE WORD , BY CHRIST . NO OFFENSE NEED BE TAKEN AT OUR DISTINGUISHING THESE NOTIONS IN THE SAVIOUR; WE DRAW THE SAME DISTINCTIONS IN HIS SUBSTANCE.
31. CHRIST AS TEACHER AND MASTER.
IT IS PLAIN TO ALL HOW OUR LORD IS A TEACHER AND AN INTERPRETER FOR THOSE WHO ARE STRIVING TOWARDS GODLINESS, AND ON THE OTHER HAND A MASTER OF THOSE SERVANTS WHO HAVE THE SPIRIT OF BONDAGE TO FEAR, ROMANS 8:15 WHO MAKE PROGRESS AND HASTEN TOWARDS WISDOM, AND ARE FOUND WORTHY TO POSSESS IT. FOR THE SERVANT KNOWS NOT WHAT THE MASTER WILLS, SINCE HE IS NO LONGER HIS MASTER, BUT HAS BECOME HIS FRIEND. THE LORD HIMSELF TEACHES THIS, FOR HE SAYS TO HEARERS WHO WERE STILL SERVANTS: JOHN 13:13 YOU CALL ME MASTER AND LORD, AND YOU SAY WELL, FOR SO I AM, BUT IN ANOTHER PASSAGE, JOHN 15:15 I CALL YOU NO LONGER SERVANTS, FOR THE SERVANT KNOWS NOT WHAT IS THE WILL OF HIS MASTER, BUT I CALL YOU FRIENDS, BECAUSE LUKE 22:28 YOU HAVE CONTINUED WITH ME IN ALL MY TEMPTATIONS. THEY, THEN, WHO LIVE ACCORDING TO FEAR, WHICH GOD EXACTS FROM THOSE WHO ARE NOT GOOD SERVANTS, AS WE READ IN MALACHI, IF I AM A MASTER, WHERE IS MY FEAR? ARE SERVANTS OF A MASTER WHO IS CALLED THEIR SAVIOUR.
32. CHRIST AS SON.
NONE OF THESE TESTIMONIES, HOWEVER, SETS FORTH DISTINCTLY THE SAVIOUR'S EXALTED BIRTH; BUT WHEN THE WORDS ARE ADDRESSED TO HIM, YOU ARE MY SON, THIS DAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN YOU, THIS IS SPOKEN TO HIM BY GOD, WITH WHOM ALL TIME IS TODAY, FOR THERE IS NO EVENING WITH GOD, AS I CONSIDER, AND THERE IS NO MORNING, NOTHING BUT TIME THAT STRETCHES OUT, ALONG WITH HIS UNBEGINNING AND UNSEEN LIFE. THE DAY IS TODAY WITH HIM IN WHICH THE SON WAS BEGOTTEN, AND THUS THE BEGINNING OF HIS BIRTH IS NOT FOUND, AS NEITHER IS THE DAY OF IT.
33. CHRIST THE TRUE VINE, AND AS BREAD.
TO WHAT WE HAVE SAID MUST BE ADDED HOW THE SON IS THE TRUE VINE. THOSE WILL HAVE NO DIFFICULTY IN APPREHENDING THIS WHO UNDERSTAND, IN A MANNER WORTHY OF THE PROPHETIC GRACE, THE SAYING: WINE MAKES GLAD THE HEART OF MAN. FOR IF THE HEART BE THE INTELLECTUAL PART, AND WHAT REJOICES IT IS THE WORD MOST PLEASANT OF ALL TO DRINK WHICH TAKES US OFF HUMAN THINGS, MAKES US FEEL OURSELVES INSPIRED, AND INTOXICATES US WITH AN INTOXICATION WHICH IS NOT IRRATIONAL BUT DIVINE, THAT, I CONCEIVE, WITH WHICH JOSEPH MADE HIS BRETHREN MERRY, GENESIS 43:34 THEN IT IS VERY CLEAR HOW HE WHO BRINGS WINE THUS TO REJOICE THE HEART OF MAN IS THE TRUE VINE. HE IS THE TRUE VINE, BECAUSE THE GRAPES HE BEARS ARE THE TRUTH, THE DISCIPLES ARE HIS BRANCHES, AND THEY, ALSO, BRING FORTH THE TRUTH AS THEIR FRUIT. IT IS SOMEWHAT DIFFICULT TO SHOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE VINE AND BREAD, FOR HE SAYS, NOT ONLY THAT HE IS THE VINE, BUT THAT HE IS THE BREAD OF LIFE. MAY IT BE THAT AS BREAD NOURISHES AND MAKES STRONG, AND IS SAID TO STRENGTHEN THE HEART OF MAN, BUT WINE, ON THE CONTRARY, PLEASES AND REJOICES AND MELTS HIM, SO ETHICAL STUDIES, BRINGING LIFE TO HIM WHO LEARNS THEM AND REDUCES THEM TO PRACTICE, ARE THE BREAD OF LIFE, BUT CANNOT PROPERLY BE CALLED THE FRUIT OF THE VINE, WHILE SECRET AND MYSTICAL SPECULATIONS, REJOICING THE HEART AND CAUSING THOSE TO FEEL INSPIRED WHO TAKE THEM IN, DELIGHTING IN THE LORD, AND WHO DESIRE NOT ONLY TO BE NOURISHED BUT TO BE MADE HAPPY, ARE CALLED THE JUICE OF THE TRUE VINE, BECAUSE THEY FLOW FROM IT.
34. CHRIST AS THE FIRST AND THE LAST; HE IS ALSO WHAT LIES BETWEEN THESE.
FURTHER, WE HAVE TO ASK IN WHAT SENSE HE IS CALLED IN THE APOCALYPSE THE FIRST AND THE LAST, AND HOW, IN HIS CHARACTER AS THE FIRST, HE IS NOT THE SAME AS THE ALPHA AND THE BEGINNING, WHILE IN HIS CHARACTER AS THE LAST HE IS NOT THE SAME AS THE OMEGA AND THE END. IT APPEARS TO ME, THEN, THAT THE REASONABLE BEINGS WHICH EXIST ARE CHARACTERIZED BY MANY FORMS, AND THAT SOME OF THEM ARE THE FIRST, SOME THE SECOND, SOME THE THIRD, AND SO ON TO THE LAST. TO PRONOUNCE EXACTLY, HOWEVER, WHICH IS THE FIRST, WHAT KIND OF A BEING THE SECOND IS, WHICH MAY TRULY BE DESIGNATED THIRD, AND TO CARRY THIS OUT TO THE END OF THE SERIES, THIS IS NOT A TASK FOR MAN, BUT TRANSCENDS OUR NATURE. WE SHALL YET VENTURE, SUCH AS WE ARE, TO STAND STILL A LITTLE AT THIS POINT, AND TO MAKE SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE MATTER. THERE ARE SOME GODS OF WHOM GOD IS GOD, AS WE HEAR IN PROPHECY, THANK YE THE GOD OF GODS, AND THE GOD OF GODS HAS SPOKEN, AND CALLED THE EARTH. NOW GOD, ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL, MATTHEW 20:2 IS NOT THE GOD OF THE DEAD BUT OF THE LIVING. THOSE GODS, THEN, ARE LIVING OF WHOM GOD IS GOD. THE APOSTLE, TOO, WRITING TO THE CORINTHIANS, SAYS: 1 CORINTHIANS 8:5 AS THERE ARE GODS MANY AND LORDS MANY, AND SO WE HAVE SPOKEN OF THESE GODS AS REALLY EXISTING. NOW THERE ARE, BESIDES THE GODS OF WHOM GOD IS GOD, CERTAIN OTHERS, WHO ARE CALLED THRONES, AND OTHERS CALLED DOMINIONS, LORDSHIPS, ALSO, AND POWERS IN ADDITION TO THESE. THE PHRASE, EPHESIANS 1:21 ABOVE EVERY NAME THAT IS NAMED, NOT ONLY IN THIS WORLD, BUT ALSO IN THAT WHICH IS TO COME, LEADS US TO BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE YET OTHERS BESIDES THESE WHICH ARE LESS FAMILIAR TO US; ONE KIND OF THESE THE HEBREWS CALLED SABAI, FROM WHICH SABAOTH WAS FORMED, WHO IS THEIR RULER, AND IS NONE OTHER THAN GOD. ADD TO ALL THESE THE REASONABLE BEING WHO IS MORTAL, MAN. NOW THE GOD OF ALL THINGS MADE FIRST IN HONOUR SOME RACE OF REASONABLE BEINGS; THIS I CONSIDER TO BE THOSE WHO ARE CALLED GODS, AND THE SECOND ORDER, LET US SAY, FOR THE PRESENT, ARE THE THRONES, AND THE THIRD, UNDOUBTEDLY, THE DOMINIONS. AND THUS, WE COME DOWN IN ORDER TO THE LAST REASONABLE RACE, WHICH, PERHAPS, CANNOT BE ANY OTHER THAN MAN. THE SAVIOUR ACCORDINGLY BECAME, IN A DIVINER WAY THAN PAUL, ALL THINGS TO ALL, THAT HE MIGHT EITHER GAIN ALL OR PERFECT THEM; IT IS CLEAR THAT TO MEN HE BECAME A MAN, AND TO THE ANGELS AN ANGEL. AS FOR HIS BECOMING MAN NO BELIEVER HAS ANY DOUBT, BUT AS TO HIS BECOMING AN ANGEL, WE SHALL FIND REASON FOR BELIEVING IT WAS SO, IF WE OBSERVE CAREFULLY THE APPEARANCES AND THE WORDS OF THE ANGELS, IN SOME OF WHICH THE POWERS OF THE ANGELS SEEM TO BELONG TO HIM. IN SEVERAL PASSAGES, ANGELS SPEAK IN SUCH A WAY AS TO SUGGEST THIS, AS WHEN THE ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED IN A FLAME OF FIRE. AND HE SAID, I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND OF ISAAC AND OF JACOB. BUT ISAIAH ALSO SAYS: ISAIAH 9:6 HIS NAME IS CALLED ANGEL OF GREAT COUNSEL. THE SAVIOUR, THEN, IS THE FIRST AND THE LAST, NOT THAT HE IS NOT WHAT LIES BETWEEN, BUT THE EXTREMITIES ARE NAMED TO SHOW THAT HE BECAME ALL THINGS. CONSIDER, HOWEVER, WHETHER THE LAST IS MAN, OR THE THINGS SAID TO BE UNDER THE EARTH, OF WHICH ARE THE DEMONS, ALL OF THEM OR SOME. WE MUST ASK, TOO, ABOUT THOSE THINGS WHICH THE SAVIOUR BECAME WHICH HE SPEAKS OF THROUGH THE PROPHET DAVID, AND I BECAME AS A MAN WITHOUT ANY TO HELP HIM, FREE AMONG THE DEAD. HIS BIRTH FROM THE VIRGIN AND HIS LIFE SO ADMIRABLY LIVED SHOWED HIM TO BE MORE THAN MAN, AND IT WAS THE SAME AMONG THE DEAD. HE WAS THE ONLY FREE PERSON THERE, AND HIS SOUL WAS NOT LEFT IN HELL. THUS, THEN, HE IS THE FIRST AND THE LAST. AGAIN, IF THERE BE LETTERS OF GOD, AS SUCH THERE ARE, BY READING WHICH THE SAINTS MAY SAY THEY HAVE READ WHAT IS WRITTEN ON THE TABLETS OF HEAVEN, THESE LETTERS, BY WHICH HEAVENLY THINGS ARE TO BE READ, ARE THE NOTIONS, DIVIDED INTO SMALL PARTS, INTO Α AND SO ON TO Ω, THE SON OF GOD. AGAIN, HE IS THE BEGINNING AND THE END, BUT HE IS THIS NOT IN ALL HIS ASPECTS EQUALLY. FOR HE IS THE BEGINNING, AS THE PROVERBS TEACH US, INASMUCH AS HE IS WISDOM; IT IS WRITTEN: THE LORD FOUNDED ME IN THE BEGINNING OF HIS WAYS, FOR HIS WORKS. IN THE RESPECT OF HIS BEING THE LOGOS HE IS NOT THE BEGINNING. THE WORD WAS IN THE BEGINNING. THUS, IN HIS ASPECTS ONE COMES FIRST AND IS THE BEGINNING, AND THERE IS A SECOND AFTER THE BEGINNING, AND A THIRD, AND SO ON TO THE END, AS IF HE HAD SAID, I AM THE BEGINNING. INASMUCH AS I AM WISDOM, AND THE SECOND, PERHAPS, INASMUCH AS I AM INVISIBLE, AND THE THIRD IN THAT I AM LIFE, FOR WHAT WAS MADE WAS LIFE IN HIM. ONE WHO WAS QUALIFIED TO EXAMINE AND TO DISCERN THE SENSE OF SCRIPTURE MIGHT, NO DOUBT, FIND MANY MEMBERS OF THE SERIES; I CANNOT SAY IF HE COULD FIND THEM ALL. THE BEGINNING AND THE END, IS A PHRASE WE USUALLY APPLY TO A THING THAT IS A COMPLETED UNITY; THE BEGINNING OF A HOUSE IS ITS FOUNDATION AND THE END THE PARAPET. WE CANNOT BUT THINK OF THIS FIGURE, SINCE CHRIST IS THE STONE WHICH IS THE HEAD OF THE CORNER, TO THE GREAT UNITY OF THE BODY OF THE SAVED. FOR CHRIST THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON IS ALL AND IN ALL, HE IS AS THE BEGINNING IN THE MAN HE ASSUMED, HE IS PRESENT AS THE END IN THE LAST OF THE SAINTS, AND HE IS ALSO IN THOSE BETWEEN, OR ELSE HE IS PRESENT AS THE BEGINNING IN ADAM, AS THE END IN HIS LIFE ON EARTH, ACCORDING TO THE SAYING: THE LAST ADAM WAS MADE A QUICKENING SPIRIT. THIS SAYING HARMONIZES WELL WITH THE INTERPRETATION WE HAVE GIVEN OF THE FIRST AND THE LAST.
35. CHRIST AS THE LIVING AND THE DEAD.
IN WHAT HAS BEEN SAID ABOUT THE FIRST AND THE LAST, AND ABOUT THE BEGINNING AND THE END, WE HAVE REFERRED THESE WORDS AT ONE POINT TO THE DIFFERENT FORMS OF REASONABLE BEINGS, AT ANOTHER TO THE DIFFERENT CONCEPTIONS OF THE SON OF GOD. THUS, WE HAVE GAINED A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE FIRST AND THE BEGINNING, AND BETWEEN THE LAST AND THE END, AND ALSO THE DISTINCTIVE MEANING OF Α AND Ω. IT IS NOT HARD TO SEE WHY HE IS CALLED REVELATION 1:17-18 THE LIVING AND THE DEAD, AND AFTER BEING DEAD HE THAT IS ALIVE FOR EVERMORE. FOR SINCE WE WERE NOT HELPED BY HIS ORIGINAL LIFE, SUNK AS WE WERE IN SIN, HE CAME DOWN INTO OUR DEADNESS IN ORDER THAT, HE HAVING DIED TO SIN, WE, 2 CORINTHIANS 4:10 BEARING ABOUT IN OUR BODY THE DYING OF JESUS. MIGHT THEN RECEIVE THAT LIFE OF HIS WHICH IS FOR EVERMORE. FOR THOSE WHO ALWAYS CARRY ABOUT IN THEIR BODY THE DYING OF JESUS SHALL OBTAIN THE LIFE OF JESUS ALSO, MANIFESTED IN THEIR BODIES.
36. CHRIST AS A SWORD.
THE TEXTS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, WHICH WE HAVE DISCUSSED, ARE THINGS SAID BY HIMSELF ABOUT HIMSELF. ISAIAH, HOWEVER, HE SAID ISAIAH 49:2-3 THAT HIS MOUTH HAD BEEN SET BY HIS FATHER AS A SHARP SWORD, AND THAT HE WAS HIDDEN UNDER THE SHADOW OF HIS HAND, MADE LIKE TO A CHOSEN SHAFT AND KEPT CLOSE IN THE FATHER'S QUIVER, CALLED HIS SERVANT BY THE GOD OF ALL THINGS, AND ISRAEL, AND LIGHT OF THE GENTILES. THE MOUTH OF THE SON OF GOD IS A SHARP SWORD, FOR HEBREWS 4:12 THE WORD OF GOD IS LIVING, AND ACTIVE, AND SHARPER THAN ANY TWO-EDGED SWORD, AND PIERCING TO THE DIVIDING OF SOUL AND SPIRIT, OF BOTH JOINTS AND MARROW, AND QUICK TO DISCERN THE THOUGHTS AND INTENTS OF THE HEART. AND INDEED, HE CAME NOT TO BRING PEACE ON THE EARTH, THAT IS, TO CORPOREAL AND SENSIBLE THINGS, BUT A SWORD, AND TO CUT THROUGH, IF I MAY SAY SO, THE DISASTROUS FRIENDSHIP OF SOUL AND BODY, SO THAT THE SOUL, COMMITTING HERSELF TO THE SPIRIT WHICH WAS AGAINST THE FLESH, MAY ENTER INTO FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD. HENCE, ACCORDING TO THE PROPHETIC WORD, HE MADE HIS MOUTH AS A SWORD, AS A SHARP SWORD. CAN ANY ONE, BEHOLD SO MANY WOUNDED BY THE DIVINE LOVE, LIKE HER IN THE SONG OF SONGS, WHO COMPLAINED THAT SHE WAS WOUNDED: SONG OF SONGS 2:5 I AM WOUNDED WITH LOVE, AND FIND THE DART THAT WOUNDED SO MANY SOULS FOR THE LOVE OF GOD, IN ANY BUT HIM WHO SAID, HE HAS MADE ME AS A CHOSEN SHAFT.
37. CHRIST AS A SERVANT, AS THE LAMB OF GOD, AND AS THE MAN WHOM JOHN DID NOT KNOW.
AGAIN, LET ANY ONE CONSIDER HOW JESUS WAS TO HIS DISCIPLES, NOT AS HE WHO SITS AT MEAT, BUT AS HE WHO SERVES, AND HOW THOUGH THE SON OF GOD HE TOOK ON HIM THE FORM OF A SERVANT FOR THE SAKE OF THE FREEDOM OF THOSE WHO WERE ENSLAVED IN SIN, AND HE WILL BE AT NO LOSS TO ACCOUNT FOR THE FATHER'S SAYING TO HIM: YOU ARE MY SERVANT, AND A LITTLE FURTHER ON: IT IS A GREAT THING THAT YOU SHOULD BE CALLED MY SERVANT. FOR WE DO NOT HESITATE TO SAY THAT THE GOODNESS OF CHRIST APPEARS IN A GREATER AND MORE DIVINE LIGHT, AND MORE ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF THE FATHER, BECAUSE PHILIPPIANS 2:6, 8 HE HUMBLED HIMSELF, BECOMING OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH, EVEN THE DEATH OF THE CROSS, THAN IF HE HAD JUDGED IT A THING TO BE GRASPED TO BE EQUAL WITH GOD, AND HAD SHRUNK FROM BECOMING A SERVANT FOR THE SALVATION OF THE WORLD. HENCE, HE SAYS, ISAIAH 49:5-6 DESIRING TO TEACH US THAT IN ACCEPTING THIS STATE OF SERVITUDE HE HAD RECEIVED A GREAT GIFT FROM HIS FATHER: AND MY GOD SHALL BE MY STRENGTH. AND HE SAID TO ME, IT IS A GREAT THING FOR YOU TO BE CALLED MY SERVANT. FOR IF HE HAD NOT BECOME A SERVANT, HE WOULD NOT HAVE RAISED UP THE TRIBES OF JACOB, NOR HAVE TURNED THE HEART OF THE DIASPORA OF ISRAEL, AND NEITHER WOULD HE HAVE BECOME A LIGHT OF THE GENTILES TO BE FOR SALVATION TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH. AND IT IS NO GREAT THING FOR HIM TO BECOME A SERVANT, EVEN IF IT IS CALLED A GREAT THING BY HIS FATHER, FOR THIS IS IN COMPARISON WITH HIS BEING CALLED WITH AN INNOCENT SHEEP AND WITH A LAMB. FOR THE LAMB OF GOD BECAME LIKE AN INNOCENT SHEEP BEING LED TO THE SLAUGHTER, THAT HE MAY TAKE AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD. HE WHO SUPPLIES REASON (ΛΟΓΟΣ) TO ALL IS MADE LIKE A LAMB WHICH IS DUMB BEFORE HER SHEARER, THAT WE MIGHT BE PURIFIED BY HIS DEATH, WHICH IS GIVEN AS A SORT OF MEDICINE AGAINST THE OPPOSING POWER, AND ALSO AGAINST THE SIN OF THOSE WHO OPEN THEIR MINDS TO THE TRUTH. FOR THE DEATH OF CHRIST REDUCED TO IMPOTENCE THOSE POWERS WHICH WAR AGAINST THE HUMAN RACE, AND IT SET FREE FROM SIN BY A POWER BEYOND OUR WORDS THE LIFE OF EACH BELIEVER. SINCE, THEN, HE TAKES AWAY SIN UNTIL EVERY ENEMY SHALL BE DESTROYED AND DEATH LAST OF ALL, IN ORDER THAT THE WHOLE WORLD MAY BE FREE FROM SIN, THEREFORE JOHN POINTS TO HIM AND SAYS: JOHN 1:29 BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD WHICH TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD. IT IS NOT SAID THAT HE WILL TAKE IT AWAY IN THE FUTURE, NOR THAT HE IS AT PRESENT TAKING IT, NOR THAT HE HAS TAKEN IT, BUT IS NOT TAKING IT AWAY NOW. HIS TAKING AWAY SIN IS STILL GOING ON, HE IS TAKING IT AWAY FROM EVERY INDIVIDUAL IN THE WORLD, TILL SIN BE TAKEN AWAY FROM THE WHOLE WORLD, AND THE SAVIOUR DELIVER THE KINGDOM PREPARED AND COMPLETED TO THE FATHER, A KINGDOM IN WHICH NO SIN IS LEFT AT ALL, AND WHICH, THEREFORE, IS READY TO ACCEPT THE FATHER AS ITS KING, AND WHICH ON THE OTHER HAND IS WAITING TO RECEIVE ALL GOD HAS TO BESTOW, FULLY, AND IN EVERY PART, AT THAT TIME WHEN THE SAYING 1 CORINTHIANS 5:28 IS FULFILLED, THAT GOD MAY BE ALL IN ALL. FURTHER, WE HEAR OF A MAN WHO IS SAID TO BE COMING AFTER JOHN, WHO WAS MADE BEFORE HIM AND WAS BEFORE HIM. THIS IS TO TEACH US THAT THE MAN ALSO OF THE SON OF GOD, THE MAN WHO WAS MIXED WITH HIS DIVINITY, WAS OLDER THAN HIS BIRTH FROM MARY. JOHN SAYS HE DOES NOT KNOW THIS MAN, BUT MUST HE NOT HAVE KNOWN HIM WHEN HE LEAPT FOR JOY WHEN YET A BABE UNBORN IN ELISABETH'S WOMB, AS SOON AS THE VOICE OF MARY'S SALUTATION SOUNDED IN THE EARS OF THE WIFE OF ZACHARIAS? CONSIDER, THEREFORE, IF THE WORDS I KNOW HIM NOT MAY HAVE REFERENCE TO THE PERIOD BEFORE THE BODILY EXISTENCE. THOUGH HE DID NOT KNOW HIM BEFORE HE ASSUMED HIS BODY, YET HE KNEW HIM WHEN YET IN HIS MOTHER'S WOMB, AND PERHAPS HE IS HERE LEARNING SOMETHING NEW ABOUT HIM BEYOND WHAT WAS KNOWN TO HIM BEFORE, NAMELY, THAT ON WHOMSOEVER THE HOLY SPIRIT SHALL DESCEND AND ABIDE ON HIM, THAT IS HE WHO IS TO BAPTIZE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WITH FIRE. HE KNEW HIM FROM HIS MOTHER'S WOMB, BUT NOT ALL ABOUT HIM. HE DID NOT KNOW PERHAPS THAT THIS IS HE WHO BAPTIZES WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WITH FIRE, WHEN HE SAW THE SPIRIT DESCENDING AND ABIDING ON HIM. YET THAT HE WAS INDEED A MAN, AND THE FIRST MAN, JOHN DID NOT KNOW.
38. CHRIST AS PARACLETE, AS PROPITIATION, AND AS THE POWER OF GOD.
BUT NONE OF THE NAMES WE HAVE MENTIONED EXPRESSES HIS REPRESENTATION OF US WITH THE FATHER, AS HE PLEADS FOR HUMAN NATURE, AND MAKES ATONEMENT FOR IT; THE PARACLETE, AND THE PROPITIATION, AND THE ATONEMENT. HE HAS THE NAME PARACLETE IN THE EPISTLE OF JOHN: 1 JOHN 2:1-2 IF ANY MAN SIN, WE HAVE A PARACLETE WITH THE FATHER, JESUS CHRIST THE RIGHTEOUS. AND HE IS SAID IN THE SAME EPISTLE TO BE THE ATONEMENT FOR OUR SINS. SIMILARLY, IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, HE IS CALLED A PROPITIATION: WHOM GOD SET FORTH TO BE A PROPITIATION THROUGH FAITH. OF THIS PROPORTION THERE WAS A TYPE IN THE INMOST PART OF THE TEMPLE, THE HOLY OF HOLIES, NAMELY, THE GOLDEN MERCY-SEAT PLACED UPON THE TWO CHERUBIM. BUT HOW COULD HE EVER BE THE PARACLETE, AND THE ATONEMENT, AND THE PROPITIATION WITHOUT THE POWER OF GOD, WHICH MAKES AN END OF OUR WEAKNESS, FLOWS OVER THE SOULS OF BELIEVERS, AND IS ADMINISTERED BY JESUS, WHO INDEED IS PRIOR TO IT AND HIMSELF THE POWER OF GOD, WHO ENABLES A MAN TO SAY: PHILIPPIANS 4:13 I CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH JESUS CHRIST WHO STRENGTHENS ME. WHENCE WE KNOW THAT SIMON MAGUS, WHO GAVE HIMSELF THE TITLE OF THE POWER OF GOD, WHICH IS CALLED GREAT, WAS CONSIGNED TO PERDITION AND DESTRUCTION, HE AND HIS MONEY WITH HIM. WE, ON THE CONTRARY, WHO CONFESS CHRIST AS THE TRUE POWER OF GOD, BELIEVE THAT WE SHARE WITH HIM, INASMUCH AS HE IS THAT POWER, ALL THINGS IN WHICH ANY ENERGY RESIDES.
39. CHRIST AS WISDOM AND SANCTIFICATION AND REDEMPTION.
WE MUST NOT, HOWEVER, PASS OVER IN SILENCE THAT HE IS OF RIGHT THE WISDOM OF GOD, AND HENCE IS CALLED BY THAT NAME. FOR THE WISDOM OF THE GOD AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL THINGS DOES NOT APPREHEND HIS SUBSTANCE IN MERE VISIONS, LIKE THE PHANTASMS OF HUMAN THOUGHTS. WHOEVER IS ABLE TO CONCEIVE A BODILESS EXISTENCE OF MANIFOLD SPECULATIONS WHICH EXTEND TO THE RATIONALE OF EXISTING THINGS, LIVING AND, AS IT WERE, ENSOULED, HE WILL SEE HOW WELL THE WISDOM OF GOD WHICH IS ABOVE EVERY CREATURE SPEAKS OF HERSELF, WHEN SHE SAYS: PROVERBS 8:22 GOD CREATED ME THE BEGINNING OF HIS WAYS, FOR HIS WORKS. BY THIS CREATING ACT THE WHOLE CREATION WAS ENABLED TO EXIST, NOT BEING UNRECEPTIVE OF THAT DIVINE WISDOM ACCORDING TO WHICH IT WAS BROUGHT INTO BEING; FOR GOD, ACCORDING TO THE PROPHET DAVID, MADE ALL THINGS IN WISDOM. BUT MANY THINGS CAME INTO BEING BY THE HELP OF WISDOM, WHICH DO NOT LAY HOLD OF THAT BY WHICH THEY WERE CREATED: AND FEW THINGS INDEED THERE ARE WHICH LAY HOLD NOT ONLY OF THAT WISDOM WHICH CONCERNS THEMSELVES, BUT OF THAT WHICH HAS TO DO WITH MANY THINGS BESIDES, NAMELY, OF CHRIST WHO IS THE WHOLE OF WISDOM. BUT EACH OF THE SAGES, IN PROPORTION AS HE EMBRACES WISDOM, PARTAKES TO THAT EXTENT OF CHRIST, IN THAT HE IS WISDOM; JUST AS EVERY ONE WHO IS GREATLY GIFTED WITH POWER, IN PROPORTION AS HE HAS POWER, IN THAT PROPORTION ALSO HAS A SHARE IN CHRIST, INASMUCH AS HE IS POWER. THE SAME IS TO BE THOUGHT ABOUT SANCTIFICATION AND REDEMPTION; FOR JESUS HIMSELF IS MADE SANCTIFICATION TO US AND REDEMPTION. EACH OF US IS SANCTIFIED WITH THAT SANCTIFICATION, AND REDEEMED WITH THAT REDEMPTION. CONSIDER, MOREOVER, IF THE WORDS TO US, ADDED BY THE APOSTLE, HAVE ANY SPECIAL FORCE. CHRIST, HE SAYS, WAS MADE TO US OF GOD, WISDOM, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND SANCTIFICATION, AND REDEMPTION. IN OTHER PASSAGES, HE SPEAKS ABOUT CHRIST AS BEING WISDOM, WITHOUT ANY SUCH QUALIFICATION, AND OF HIS BEING POWER, SAYING THAT CHRIST IS THE POWER OF GOD AND THE WISDOM OF GOD, THOUGH WE MIGHT HAVE CONCEIVED THAT HE WAS NOT THE WISDOM OF GOD OR THE POWER OF GOD, ABSOLUTELY, BUT ONLY FOR US. NOW, IN RESPECT OF WISDOM AND POWER, WE HAVE BOTH FORMS OF THE STATEMENT, THE RELATIVE AND THE ABSOLUTE; BUT IN RESPECT OF SANCTIFICATION AND REDEMPTION, THIS IS NOT THE CASE. CONSIDER, THEREFORE, SINCE HEBREWS 2:11 HE THAT SANCTIFIES AND THEY THAT ARE SANCTIFIED ARE ALL OF ONE, WHETHER THE FATHER IS THE SANCTIFICATION OF HIM WHO IS OUR SANCTIFICATION, AS, CHRIST BEING OUR HEAD, GOD IS HIS HEAD. BUT CHRIST IS OUR REDEMPTION BECAUSE WE HAD BECOME PRISONERS AND NEEDED RANSOMING. I DO NOT ENQUIRE AS TO HIS OWN REDEMPTION, FOR THOUGH HE WAS TEMPTED IN ALL THINGS AS WE ARE, HE WAS WITHOUT SIN, AND HIS ENEMIES NEVER REDUCED HIM TO CAPTIVITY.
40. CHRIST AS RIGHTEOUSNESS; AS THE DEMIURGE, THE AGENT OF THE GOOD GOD, AND AS HIGH-PRIEST.
HAVING EXPISCATED THE TO US AND THE ABSOLUTELY— SANCTIFICATION AND REDEMPTION BEING TO US AND NOT ABSOLUTE, WISDOM AND REDEMPTION BOTH TO US AND ABSOLUTE — WE MUST NOT OMIT TO ENQUIRE INTO THE POSITION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE SAME PASSAGE. THAT CHRIST IS RIGHTEOUSNESS RELATIVELY TO US APPEARS CLEARLY FROM THE WORDS: WHO WAS MADE TO US OF GOD WISDOM AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SANCTIFICATION AND REDEMPTION. AND IF WE DO NOT FIND HIM TO BE RIGHTEOUSNESS ABSOLUTELY AS HE IS THE WISDOM AND THE POWER OF GOD ABSOLUTELY, THEN WE MUST ENQUIRE WHETHER TO CHRIST HIMSELF, AS THE FATHER IS SANCTIFICATION, SO THE FATHER IS ALSO RIGHTEOUSNESS. THERE IS, WE KNOW, NO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WITH GOD; JOHN 7:18 HE IS A RIGHTEOUS AND HOLY LORD, REVELATION 16:5, 7 AND HIS JUDGMENTS ARE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND BEING RIGHTEOUS, HE ORDERS ALL THINGS RIGHTEOUSLY. THE HERETICS DREW A DISTINCTION FOR PURPOSES OF THEIR OWN BETWEEN THE JUST AND THE GOOD. THEY DID NOT MAKE THE MATTER VERY CLEAR, BUT THEY CONSIDERED THAT THE DEMIURGE WAS JUST, WHILE THE FATHER OF CHRIST WAS GOOD. THAT DISTINCTION MAY, I THINK, IF CAREFULLY EXAMINED, BE APPLIED TO THE FATHER AND THE SON; THE SON BEING RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND HAVING RECEIVED POWER JOHN 5:27 TO EXECUTE JUDGMENT, BECAUSE HE IS THE SON OF MAN AND WILL JUDGE THE WORLD IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT THE FATHER DOING GOOD TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN DISCIPLINED BY THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE SON. THIS IS AFTER THE KINGDOM OF THE SON; THEN THE FATHER WILL MANIFEST IN HIS WORKS HIS NAME THE GOOD, WHEN GOD BECOMES ALL IN ALL. AND PERHAPS BY HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS THE SAVIOUR PREPARES EVERYTHING AT THE FIT TIMES, AND BY HIS WORD, BY HIS ORDERING, BY HIS CHASTISEMENTS, AND, IF I MAY USE SUCH AN EXPRESSION, BY HIS SPIRITUAL HEALING AIDS, DISPOSES ALL THINGS TO RECEIVE AT THE END THE GOODNESS OF THE FATHER. IT WAS FROM HIS SENSE OF THAT GOODNESS THAT HE ANSWERED HIM WHO ADDRESSED THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN WITH THE WORDS GOOD MASTER, HEBREWS 2:9 AND SAID, WHY DO YOU CALL ME GOOD? NONE IS GOOD BUT ONE, GOD, THE FATHER. THIS WE HAVE TREATED OF ELSEWHERE, ESPECIALLY IN DEALING WITH THE QUESTION OF THE GREATER THAN THE DEMIURGE; CHRIST WE HAVE TAKEN TO BE THE DEMIURGE, AND THE FATHER THE GREATER THAN HE. SUCH GREAT THINGS, THEN, HE IS, THE PARACLETE, THE ATONEMENT, THE PROPITIATION, THE SYMPATHIZER WITH OUR WEAKNESSES, WHO WAS TEMPTED IN ALL HUMAN THINGS, AS WE ARE, WITHOUT SIN; AND IN CONSEQUENCE HE IS A GREAT HIGH-PRIEST, HAVING OFFERED HIMSELF AS THE SACRIFICE WHICH IS OFFERED ONCE FOR ALL, AND NOT FOR MEN ONLY BUT FOR EVERY RATIONAL CREATURE. FOR WITHOUT GOD HE TASTED DEATH FOR EVERY ONE. IN SOME COPIES OF THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS THE WORDS ARE BY THE GRACE OF GOD. NOW, WHETHER HE TASTED DEATH FOR EVERY ONE WITHOUT GOD, HE DIED NOT FOR MEN ONLY BUT FOR ALL OTHER INTELLECTUAL BEINGS TOO, OR WHETHER HE TASTED DEATH FOR EVERY ONE BY THE GRACE OF GOD, HE DIED FOR ALL WITHOUT GOD, FOR BY THE GRACE OF GOD HE TASTED DEATH FOR EVERY ONE. IT WOULD SURELY BE ABSURD TO SAY THAT HE TASTED DEATH FOR HUMAN SINS AND NOT FOR ANY OTHER BEING BESIDES MAN WHICH HAD FALLEN INTO SIN, AS FOR EXAMPLE FOR THE STARS. FOR NOT EVEN THE STARS ARE CLEAN IN THE EYES OF GOD, AS WE READ IN JOB, JOB 25:5 THE STARS ARE NOT CLEAN IN HIS SIGHT, UNLESS THIS IS TO BE REGARDED AS A HYPERBOLE. HENCE, HE IS A GREAT HIGH-PRIEST, SINCE HE RESTORES ALL THINGS TO HIS FATHER'S KINGDOM, AND ARRANGES THAT WHATEVER DEFECTS EXIST IN EACH PART OF CREATION SHALL BE FILLED UP SO AS TO BE FULL OF THE GLORY OF THE FATHER. THIS HIGH-PRIEST IS CALLED, FROM SOME OTHER NOTION OF HIM THAN THOSE WE HAVE NOTICED, JUDAS, THAT THOSE WHO ARE JEWS SECRETLY ROMANS 2:29 MAY TAKE THE NAME OF JEW NOT FROM JUDAH, SON OF JACOB, BUT FROM HIM, SINCE THEY ARE HIS BRETHREN, AND PRAISE HIM FOR THE FREEDOM THEY HAVE ATTAINED. FOR IT IS HE WHO SETS THEM FREE, SAVING THEM FROM THEIR ENEMIES ON WHOSE BACKS HE LAYS HIS HAND TO SUBDUE THEM. WHEN HE HAS PUT UNDER HIS FEET THE OPPOSING POWER, AND IS ALONE IN PRESENCE OF HIS FATHER, THEN HE IS JACOB AND ISRAEL; AND THUS, AS WE ARE MADE LIGHT BY HIM, SINCE HE IS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, SO WE ARE MADE JACOB SINCE HE IS CALLED JACOB, AND ISRAEL SINCE HE IS CALLED ISRAEL.
41. CHRIST AS THE ROD, THE FLOWER, THE STONE.
NOW HE RECEIVES THE KINGDOM FROM THE KING WHOM THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL APPOINTED, BEGINNING THE MONARCHY NOT AT THE DIVINE COMMAND AND WITHOUT EVEN CONSULTING GOD. HE THEREFORE FIGHTS THE BATTLES [WARS] OF THE LORD AND SO PREPARES PEACE FOR HIS SON, HIS PEOPLE, AND THIS PERHAPS IS THE REASON WHY HE IS CALLED DAVID. THEN HE IS CALLED A ROD; ISAIAH 11:1 SUCH HE IS TO THOSE WHO NEED A HARDER AND SEVERER DISCIPLINE, AND HAVE NOT SUBMITTED TO THE LOVE AND GENTLENESS OF GOD. ON THIS ACCOUNT, IF HE IS A ROD, HE HAS TO GO FORTH; HE DOES NOT REMAIN IN HIMSELF, BUT APPEARS TO GO BEYOND HIS EARLIER STATE. GOING FORTH, THEN, AND BECOMING A ROD, HE DOES NOT REMAIN A ROD, BUT AFTER THE ROD HE BECOMES A FLOWER THAT RISES UP, AND AFTER BEING A ROD HE IS MADE KNOWN AS A FLOWER TO THOSE WHO, BY HIS BEING A ROD, HAVE MET WITH VISITATION. FOR GOD WILL VISIT THEIR INIQUITIES WITH A ROD, THAT IS, CHRIST. BUT HIS MERCY HE WILL NOT TAKE FROM HIM, FOR HE WILL HAVE MERCY ON HIM, FOR ON WHOM THE SON HAS MERCY THE FATHER HAS MERCY ALSO. AN INTERPRETATION MAY BE GIVEN WHICH MAKES HIM A ROD AND A FLOWER IN RESPECT OF DIFFERENT PERSONS, A ROD TO THOSE WHO HAVE NEED OF CHASTISEMENT, A FLOWER TO THOSE WHO ARE BEING SAVED; BUT I PREFER THE ACCOUNT OF THE MATTER GIVEN ABOVE. WE MUST ADD HERE, HOWEVER, THAT, PERHAPS, LOOKING TO THE END, IF CHRIST IS A ROD TO ANY MAN, HE IS ALSO A FLOWER TO HIM, WHILE IT IS NOT THE CASE THAT HE WHO RECEIVES HIM AS A FLOWER MUST ALSO KNOW HIM AS A ROD. AND YET AS ONE FLOWER IS MORE PERFECT THAN ANOTHER AND PLANTS ARE SAID TO FLOWER, EVEN THOUGH THEY BRING FORTH NO PERFECT FRUIT, SO THE PERFECT RECEIVE THAT OF CHRIST WHICH TRANSCENDS THE FLOWER. THOSE, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHO HAVE KNOWN HIM AS A ROD WILL PARTAKE ALONG WITH IT, NOT IN HIS PERFECTION, BUT IN THE FLOWER, WHICH COMES BEFORE THE FRUIT. LAST OF ALL, BEFORE WE COME TO THE WORD LOGOS, CHRIST WAS A STONE, SET AT NAUGHT BY THE BUILDERS BUT PLACED ON THE HEAD OF THE CORNER, FOR THE LIVING STONES ARE BUILT UP AS ON A FOUNDATION ON THE OTHER STONES OF THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS, CHRIST JESUS HIMSELF OUR LORD BEING THE CHIEF CORNER-STONE, BECAUSE HE IS A PART OF THE BUILDING MADE OF LIVING STONES IN THE LAND OF THE LIVING; THEREFORE HE IS CALLED A STONE. ALL THIS WE HAVE SAID TO SHOW HOW CAPRICIOUS AND BASELESS IS THE PROCEDURE OF THOSE WHO, WHEN SO MANY NAMES ARE GIVEN TO CHRIST, TAKE THE MERE APPELLATION THE WORD, WITHOUT ENQUIRING, AS IN THE CASE OF HIS OTHER TITLES, IN WHAT SENSE IT IS USED; SURELY THEY OUGHT TO ASK WHAT IS MEANT WHEN IT IS SAID OF THE SON OF GOD THAT HE WAS THE WORD, AND GOD, AND THAT HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH THE FATHER, AND THAT ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM.
42. OF THE VARIOUS WAYS IN WHICH CHRIST IS THE LOGOS.
AS, THEN, FROM HIS ACTIVITY IN ENLIGHTENING THE WORLD WHOSE LIGHT HE IS, CHRIST IS NAMED THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, AND AS FROM HIS MAKING THOSE WHO SINCERELY ATTACH THEMSELVES TO HIM PUT AWAY THEIR DEADNESS AND RISE AGAIN AND PUT ON NEWNESS OF LIFE, HE IS CALLED THE RESURRECTION , SO FROM AN ACTIVITY OF ANOTHER KIND HE IS CALLED SHEPHERD AND TEACHER, KING AND CHOSEN SHAFT, AND SERVANT, AND IN ADDITION TO THESE PARACLETE AND ATONEMENT AND PROPITIATION. AND AFTER THE SAME FASHION HE IS ALSO CALLED THE LOGOS, BECAUSE HE TAKES AWAY FROM US ALL THAT IS IRRATIONAL, AND MAKES US TRULY REASONABLE, SO THAT WE DO ALL THINGS, EVEN TO EATING AND DRINKING, TO THE GLORY OF GOD, AND DISCHARGE BY THE LOGOS TO THE GLORY OF GOD BOTH THE COMMONER FUNCTIONS OF LIFE AND THOSE WHICH BELONG TO A MORE ADVANCED STAGE. FOR IF, BY HAVING PART IN HIM, WE ARE RAISED UP AND ENLIGHTENED, HERDED ALSO IT MAY BE AND RULED OVER, THEN IT IS CLEAR THAT WE BECOME IN A DIVINE MANNER REASONABLE, WHEN HE DRIVES AWAY FROM US WHAT IN US IS IRRATIONAL AND DEAD, SINCE HE IS THE LOGOS (REASON) AND THE RESURRECTION. CONSIDER, HOWEVER, WHETHER ALL MEN HAVE IN SOME WAY PART IN HIM IN HIS CHARACTER AS LOGOS. ON THIS POINT THE APOSTLE TEACHES US THAT HE IS TO BE SOUGHT NOT OUTSIDE THE SEEKER, AND THAT THOSE FIND HIM IN THEMSELVES WHO SET THEIR HEART ON DOING SO; SAY NOT ROMANS 10:6-8 IN YOUR HEART, WHO SHALL ASCEND INTO HEAVEN? THAT IS TO BRING CHRIST DOWN; OR, WHO SHALL DESCEND INTO THE ABYSS? THAT IS TO BRING CHRIST UP FROM THE DEAD. BUT WHAT SAYS THE SCRIPTURE? THE WORD IS VERY NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART, AS IF CHRIST HIMSELF WERE THE SAME THING AS THE WORD SAID TO BE SOUGHT AFTER. BUT WHEN THE LORD HIMSELF SAYS JOHN 15:22 IF I HAD NOT COME AND SPOKEN UNTO THEM, THEY HAD NOT HAD SIN; BUT NOW THEY HAVE NO CLOAK FOR THEIR SIN, THE ONLY SENSE WE CAN FIND IN HIS WORDS IS THAT THE LOGOS HIMSELF SAYS THAT THOSE ARE NOT CHARGEABLE WITH SIN TO WHOM HE (REASON) HAS NOT FULLY COME, BUT THAT THOSE, IF THEY SIN, ARE GUILTY WHO, HAVING HAD PART IN HIM, ACT CONTRARY TO THE IDEAS BY WHICH HE DECLARES HIS FULL PRESENCE IN US. ONLY WHEN THUS READ IS THE SAYING TRUE: IF I HAD NOT COME AND SPOKEN TO THEM, THEY HAD NOT HAD SIN. SHOULD THE WORDS BE APPLIED, AS MANY ARE OF OPINION THAT THEY SHOULD, TO THE VISIBLE CHRIST, THEN HOW IS IT TRUE THAT THOSE HAD NO SIN TO WHOM HE DID NOT COME? IN THAT CASE ALL WHO LIVED BEFORE THE ADVENT OF THE SAVIOUR WILL BE FREE FROM SIN, SINCE JESUS, AS SEEN IN FLESH, HAD NOT YET COME. AND MORE— ALL THOSE TO WHOM HE HAS NEVER BEEN PREACHED WILL HAVE NO SIN, AND IF THEY HAVE NO SIN, THEN IT IS CLEAR THEY ARE NOT LIABLE TO JUDGMENT. BUT THE LOGOS IN MAN, IN WHICH WE HAVE SAID THAT OUR WHOLE RACE HAD PART, IS SPOKEN OF IN TWO SENSES; FIRST, IN THAT OF THE FILLING UP OF IDEAS WHICH TAKES PLACE, PRODIGIES EXCEPTED, IN EVERY ONE WHO PASSES BEYOND THE AGE OF BOYHOOD, BUT SECONDLY, IN THAT OF THE CONSUMMATION, WHICH TAKES PLACE ONLY IN THE PERFECT. THE WORDS, THEREFORE, IF I HAD NOT COME AND SPOKEN TO THEM, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE HAD SIN, BUT NOW THEY HAVE NO CLOAK FOR THEIR SIN, ARE TO BE UNDERSTOOD IN THE FORMER SENSE; BUT THE WORDS, JOHN 10:8 ALL THAT EVER CAME BEFORE ME ARE THIEVES AND ROBBERS, AND THE SHEEP DID NOT HEAR THEM, IN THE LATTER. FOR BEFORE THE CONSUMMATION OF REASON COMES, THERE IS NOTHING IN MAN BUT WHAT IS BLAMEWORTHY; ALL IS IMPERFECT AND DEFECTIVE, AND CAN BY NO MEANS COMMAND THE OBEDIENCE OF THOSE IRRATIONAL ELEMENTS IN US WHICH ARE TROPICALLY SPOKEN OF AS SHEEP. AND PERHAPS THE FORMER MEANING IS TO BE RECOGNIZED IN THE WORDS THE LOGOS WAS MADE FLESH, BUT THE SECOND IN THE LOGOS WAS GOD. WE MUST ACCORDINGLY LOOK AT WHAT THERE IS TO BE SEEN IN HUMAN AFFAIRS BETWEEN THE SAYING, THE WORD (REASON) WAS MADE FLESH AND THE WORD WAS GOD. WHEN THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH CAN WE SAY THAT IT WAS TO SOME EXTENT BROKEN UP AND THINNED OUT, AND CAN WE SAY THAT IT RECOVERED FROM THAT POINT ONWARD TILL IT BECAME AGAIN WHAT IT WAS AT FIRST, GOD THE WORD, THE WORD WITH THE FATHER; THE WORD WHOSE GLORY JOHN SAW, THE VERILY ONLY-BEGOTTEN, AS FROM THE FATHER. BUT THE SON MAY ALSO BE THE LOGOS (WORD), BECAUSE HE REPORTS THE SECRET THINGS OF HIS FATHER WHO IS INTELLECT IN THE SAME WAY AS THE SON WHO IS CALLED THE WORD. FOR AS WITH US THE WORD IS A MESSENGER OF THOSE THINGS WHICH THE MIND PERCEIVES, SO THE WORD OF GOD, KNOWING THE FATHER, SINCE NO CREATED BEING CAN APPROACH HIM WITHOUT A GUIDE, REVEALS THE FATHER WHOM HE KNOWS. FOR NO ONE KNOWS THE FATHER SAVE THE SON, MATTHEW 11:27 AND HE TO WHOMSOEVER THE SON REVEALS HIM, AND INASMUCH AS HE IS THE WORD, HE IS THE MESSENGER OF GREAT COUNSEL, ISAIAH 9:5-6 WHO HAS THE GOVERNMENT UPON HIS SHOULDERS; FOR HE ENTERED ON HIS KINGDOM BY ENDURING THE CROSS. IN THE APOCALYPSE, MOREOVER, THE FAITHFUL AND TRUE (THE WORD), IS SAID TO SIT ON A WHITE HORSE, THE EPITHETS INDICATING, I CONSIDER, THE CLEARNESS OF THE VOICE WITH WHICH THE WORD OF TRUTH SPEAKS TO US WHEN HE SOJOURNS AMONG US. THIS IS SCARCELY THE PLACE TO SHOW HOW THE WORD HORSE IS OFTEN USED IN PASSAGES SPOKEN FOR OUR ENCOURAGEMENT IN SACRED LEARNING. I ONLY CITE TWO OF THESE: A HORSE IS DECEITFUL FOR SAFETY, AND SOME TRUST IN CHARIOTS AND SOME IN HORSES, BUT WE WILL REJOICE IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD OUR GOD. NOR MUST WE LEAVE UNNOTICED A PASSAGE IN THE FORTY-FOURTH PSALM, FREQUENTLY QUOTED BY MANY WRITERS AS IF THEY UNDERSTOOD IT: MY HEART HAS BELCHED FORTH A GOOD WORD, I SPEAK MY WORKS TO THE KING. SUPPOSE IT IS GOD THE FATHER WHO SPEAKS THUS; WHAT IS HIS HEART, THAT THE GOOD WORD SHOULD APPEAR IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS HEART? IF, AS THESE WRITERS SUPPOSE, THE WORD (LOGOS) NEEDS NO INTERPRETATION, THEN THE HEART IS TO BE TAKEN IN THE NATURAL SENSE TOO. BUT IT IS QUITE ABSURD TO SUPPOSE GOD'S HEART TO BE A PART OF HIM AS OURS IS OF OUR BODY. WE MUST REMIND SUCH WRITERS THAT AS WHEN THE HAND OF GOD IS SPOKEN OF, AND HIS ARM AND HIS FINGER, WE DO NOT READ THE WORDS LITERALLY BUT ENQUIRE IN WHAT SOUND SENSE WE MAY TAKE THEM SO AS TO BE WORTHY OF GOD, SO HIS HEART IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD OF HIS RATIONAL POWER, BY WHICH HE DISPOSES ALL THINGS, AND HIS WORD OF THAT WHICH ANNOUNCES WHAT IS IN THIS HEART OF HIS. BUT WHO IS IT THAT ANNOUNCES THE COUNSEL OF THE FATHER TO THOSE OF HIS CREATURES WHO ARE WORTHY AND WHO HAVE RISEN ABOVE THEMSELVES, WHO BUT THE SAVIOUR? THAT BELCHED FORTH IS NOT, PERHAPS, WITHOUT SIGNIFICANCE; A HUNDRED OTHER TERMS MIGHT HAVE BEEN EMPLOYED; MY HEART HAS PRODUCED A GOOD WORD, IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN SAID, OR MY HEART HAS SPOKEN A GOOD WORD. BUT IN BELCHING, SOME WIND THAT WAS HIDDEN MAKES ITS WAY OUT TO THE WORLD, AND SO IT MAY BE THAT THE FATHER GIVES OUT VIEWS OF TRUTH NOT CONTINUOUSLY, BUT AS IT WERE AFTER THE FASHION OF BELCHING, AND THE WORD HAS THE CHARACTER OF THE THINGS THUS PRODUCED, AND IS CALLED, THEREFORE, THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD. WE MAY ENTER OUR AGREEMENT, THEREFORE, WITH THE ORDINARY ACCEPTATION OF THESE WORDS, AND TAKE THEM TO BE SPOKEN BY THE FATHER. IT IS NOT, HOWEVER, A MATTER OF COURSE, THAT IT IS GOD HIMSELF WHO ANNOUNCES THESE THINGS. WHY SHOULD IT NOT BE A PROPHET? FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT AND UNABLE TO CONTAIN HIMSELF, HE BRINGS FORTH A WORD ABOUT HIS PROPHECY CONCERNING CHRIST: MY HEART HAS BELCHED FORTH A GOOD WORD, I SPEAK MY WORKS TO THE KING, MY PEN IS THE TONGUE OF A READY WRITER. EXCELLENT IN BEAUTY IS HE BEYOND THE SONS OF MEN. THEN TO THE CHRIST HIMSELF: GRACE IS POURED OUT ON YOUR LIPS. IF THE FATHER WERE THE SPEAKER, HOW COULD HE GO ON AFTER THE WORDS, GRACE IS POURED OUT ON YOUR LIPS, TO SAY, THEREFORE GOD HAS BLESSED YOU FOR EVER, AND A LITTLE FURTHER ON, THEREFORE GOD, YOUR GOD, HAS ANOINTED YOU WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE YOUR FELLOWS. SOME OF THOSE WHO WISH TO MAKE THE FATHER THE SPEAKER MAY APPEAL TO THE WORDS, HEAR, O DAUGHTER, AND BEHOLD AND INCLINE YOUR EAR, AND FORGET YOUR PEOPLE AND YOUR FATHER. THE PROPHET, IT MAY BE SAID, COULD NOT ADDRESS THE CHURCH IN THE WORDS, HEAR, O DAUGHTER. IT IS NOT DIFFICULT, HOWEVER, TO SHOW THAT CHANGES OF PERSON OCCUR FREQUENTLY IN THE PSALMS, SO THAT THESE WORDS, HEAR, O DAUGHTER, MIGHT BE FROM THE FATHER, IN THIS PASSAGE, THOUGH THE PSALM AS A WHOLE IS NOT. TO OUR DISCUSSION OF THE WORD WE MAY HERE ADD THE PASSAGE, BY THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD WERE THE HEAVENS FOUNDED, AND ALL THE POWER OF THEM BY THE BREATH OF HIS MOUTH. SOME REFER THIS TO THE SAVIOUR AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. THE PASSAGE, HOWEVER, DOES NOT NECESSARILY IMPLY ANY MORE THAN THAT THE HEAVENS WERE FOUNDED BY THE REASON (LOGOS) OF GOD, AS WHEN WE SAY THAT A HOUSE IS BUILT BY THE PLAN (LOGOS) OF THE ARCHITECT, OR A SHIP BY THE PLAN (LOGOS) OF THE SHIPBUILDER. IN THE SAME WAY THE HEAVENS WERE FOUNDED (MADE SOLID) BY THE WORD OF GOD, FOR THEY ARE OF A MORE DIVINE SUBSTANCE, WHICH ON THIS ACCOUNT IS CALLED SOLID; IT HAS LITTLE FLUIDITY FOR THE MOST PART, NOR IS IT EASILY MELTED LIKE OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD, AND SPECIALLY THE LOWER PARTS. ON ACCOUNT OF THIS DIFFERENCE THE HEAVENS ARE SAID IN A SPECIAL MANNER TO BE CONSTITUTED BY THE WORD OF GOD. THE SAYING THEN STANDS, FIRST, IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE LOGOS; WE ARE TO PLACE THAT FULL IN OUR VIEW; BUT THE TESTIMONIES WE CITED FROM THE PROVERBS LED US TO PLACE WISDOM FIRST, AND TO THINK OF WISDOM AS PRECEDING THE WORD WHICH ANNOUNCES HER. WE MUST OBSERVE, THEN, THAT THE LOGOS IS IN THE BEGINNING, THAT IS, IN WISDOM, ALWAYS. ITS BEING IN WISDOM, WHICH IS CALLED THE BEGINNING, DOES NOT PREVENT IT FROM BEING WITH GOD AND FROM BEING GOD, AND IT IS NOT SIMPLY WITH GOD, BUT IS IN THE BEGINNING, IN WISDOM, WITH GOD. FOR HE GOES ON: HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD. HE MIGHT HAVE SAID, HE WAS WITH GOD; BUT AS HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING, SO HE WAS WITH GOD IN THE BEGINNING, AND ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, BEING IN THE BEGINNING, FOR GOD MADE ALL THINGS, AS DAVID TELLS US, IN WISDOM. AND TO LET US UNDERSTAND THAT THE WORD HAS HIS OWN DEFINITE PLACE AND SPHERE AS ONE WHO HAS LIFE IN HIMSELF (AND IS A DISTINCT PERSON), WE MUST ALSO SPEAK ABOUT POWERS, NOT ABOUT POWER. THUS, SAYS THE LORD OF POWERS, (A.V. HOSTS) WE FREQUENTLY READ; THERE ARE CERTAIN CREATURES, RATIONAL AND DIVINE, WHICH ARE CALLED POWERS: AND OF THESE CHRIST WAS THE HIGHEST AND BEST, AND IS CALLED NOT ONLY THE WISDOM OF GOD BUT ALSO HIS POWER. AS, THEN, THERE ARE SEVERAL POWERS OF GOD, EACH OF THEM IN ITS OWN FORM, AND THE SAVIOUR IS DIFFERENT FROM THESE, SO ALSO CHRIST, EVEN IF THAT WHICH IS LOGOS IN US IS NOT IN RESPECT OF FORM OUTSIDE OF US, WILL BE UNDERSTOOD FROM OUR DISCUSSION UP TO THIS POINT TO BE THE LOGOS, WHO HAS HIS BEING IN THE BEGINNING, IN WISDOM. THIS FOR THE PRESENT MAY SUFFICE, ON THE WORD: IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE LOGOS.
COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (BOOK II)
1. "AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD." IN THE PRECEDING SECTION, MY REVERED BROTHER AMBROSIUS, BROTHER FORMED ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL, WE HAVE DISCUSSED, AS FAR AS IS AT PRESENT IN OUR POWER, WHAT THE GOSPEL IS, AND WHAT IS THE BEGINNING IN WHICH THE WORD WAS, AND WHAT THE WORD IS WHICH WAS IN THE BEGINNING. WE NOW COME TO CONSIDER THE NEXT POINT IN THE WORK BEFORE US, HOW THE WORD WAS WITH GOD. TO THIS END IT WILL BE OF SERVICE TO REMEMBER THAT WHAT IS CALLED THE WORD CAME TO CERTAIN PERSONS; AS " THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD HOSEA 1:1 WHICH CAME TO HOSEA, THE SON OF BEERI, " AND " THE WORD ISAIAH 2:1 WHICH CAME TO ISAIAH, THE SON OF AMOS, CONCERNING JUDAH AND CONCERNING JERUSALEM, " AND " THE WORD WHICH CAME TO JEREMIAH CONCERNING THE DROUGHT. " WE MUST ENQUIRE HOW THIS WORD CAME TO HOSEA, AND HOW IT CAME ALSO TO ISAIAH THE SON OF AMOS, AND AGAIN TO JEREMIAH CONCERNING THE DROUGHT; THE COMPARISON MAY ENABLE US TO FIND OUT HOW THE WORD WAS WITH GOD. THE GENERALITY WILL SIMPLY LOOK AT WHAT THE PROPHETS SAID, AS IF THAT WERE THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD OR THE [SEXLESS] WORD, THAT CAME TO THEM. MAY IT NOT BE, HOWEVER, THAT AS WE SAY THAT THIS PERSON COMES TO THAT, SO THE SON, THE WORD, OF WHOM WE ARE NOW THEOLOGIZING, CAME TO HOSEA, SENT TO HIM BY THE FATHER; HISTORICALLY, THAT IS TO SAY, TO THE SON OF BEERI, THE PROPHET HOSEA, BUT MYSTICALLY TO HIM WHO IS SAVED, FOR HOSEA MEANS, ETYMOLOGICALLY, SAVED; AND TO THE SON OF BEERI, WHICH ETYMOLOGICALLY MEANS WELLS, SINCE EVERY ONE WHO IS SAVED BECOMES A SON OF THAT SPRING WHICH GUSHES FORTH OUT OF THE DEPTHS, THE WISDOM OF GOD. AND IT IS NOWISE MARVELLOUS THAT THE SAINT SHOULD BE A SON OF WELLS. FROM HIS BRAVE DEEDS HE IS OFTEN CALLED A SON, WHETHER, FROM HIS WORKS SHINING BEFORE MEN, OF LIGHT, OR FROM HIS POSSESSING THE PEACE OF GOD WHICH PASSES ALL UNDERSTANDING, OF PEACE, OR, ONCE MORE, FROM THE HELP WHICH WISDOM BRINGS HIM, A CHILD OF WISDOM; FOR WISDOM, MATTHEW 11:19 IT SAYS, IS JUSTIFIED OF HER CHILDREN. THUS, HE WHO BY THE DIVINE SPIRIT SEARCHES ALL THINGS, AND EVEN THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD, SO THAT HE CAN EXCLAIM, ROMANS 11:33 " O THE DEPTH OF THE RICHES BOTH OF THE WISDOM AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD! " HE CAN BE A SON OF WELLS, TO WHOM THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD COMES. SIMILARLY, THE WORD COMES ALSO TO ISAIAH, TEACHING THE THINGS WHICH ARE COMING UPON JUDÆA AND JERUSALEM IN THE LAST DAYS; AND SO ALSO IT COMES TO JEREMIAH LIFTED UP BY A DIVINE ELATION. FOR IAO MEANS ETYMOLOGICALLY LIFTING UP, ELATION. NOW THE WORD COMES TO MEN WHO FORMERLY COULD NOT RECEIVE THE ADVENT OF THE SON OF GOD WHO IS THE WORD; BUT TO GOD IT DOES NOT COME, AS IF IT HAD NOT BEEN WITH HIM BEFORE. THE WORD WAS ALWAYS WITH THE FATHER; AND SO, IT IS SAID, " AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD. " HE DID NOT COME TO GOD, AND THIS SAME WORD " WAS " IS USED OF THE WORD BECAUSE HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING AT THE SAME TIME WHEN HE WAS WITH GOD, NEITHER BEING SEPARATED FROM THE BEGINNING NOR BEING BEREFT OF HIS FATHER. AND AGAIN, NEITHER DID HE COME TO BE IN THE BEGINNING AFTER HE HAD NOT BEEN IN IT, NOR DID HE COME TO BE WITH GOD AFTER NOT HAVING BEEN WITH HIM. FOR BEFORE ALL TIME AND THE REMOTEST AGE THE WORD WAS IN THE BEGINNING, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD. THUS, TO FIND OUT WHAT IS MEANT BY THE PHRASE, " THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, " WE HAVE ADDUCED THE WORDS USED ABOUT THE PROPHETS, HOW HE CAME TO HOSEA, TO ISAIAH, TO JEREMIAH, AND WE HAVE NOTICED THE DIFFERENCE, BY NO MEANS ACCIDENTAL, BETWEEN " BECAME " AND " WAS. " WE HAVE TO ADD THAT IN HIS COMING TO THE PROPHETS HE ILLUMINATES THE PROPHETS WITH THE LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE, CAUSING THEM TO SEE THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN BEFORE THEM, BUT WHICH THEY HAD NOT UNDERSTOOD TILL THEN. WITH GOD, HOWEVER, HE IS GOD, JUST BECAUSE HE IS WITH HIM. AND PERHAPS IT WAS BECAUSE HE SAW SOME SUCH ORDER IN THE LOGOS, THAT JOHN DID NOT PLACE THE CLAUSE " THE WORD WAS GOD " BEFORE THE CLAUSE " THE WORD WAS WITH GOD. " THE SERIES IN WHICH HE PLACES HIS DIFFERENT SENTENCES DOES NOT PREVENT THE FORCE OF EACH AXIOM FROM BEING SEPARATELY AND FULLY SEEN. ONE AXIOM IS, " IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, " A SECOND, " THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, " AND THEN COMES, " AND THE WORD WAS GOD. " THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE SENTENCES MIGHT BE THOUGHT TO INDICATE AN ORDER; WE HAVE FIRST " IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, " THEN, " AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, " AND THIRDLY, " AND THE WORD WAS GOD, " SO THAT IT MIGHT BE SEEN THAT THE WORD BEING WITH GOD MAKES HIM GOD.
2. IN WHAT WAY THE LOGOS IS GOD. ERRORS TO BE AVOIDED ON THIS QUESTION.
WE NEXT NOTICE JOHN'S USE OF THE ARTICLE IN THESE SENTENCES. HE DOES NOT WRITE WITHOUT CARE IN THIS RESPECT, NOR IS HE UNFAMILIAR WITH THE NICETIES OF THE GREEK TONGUE. IN SOME CASES, HE USES THE ARTICLE, AND IN SOME HE OMITS IT. HE ADDS THE ARTICLE TO THE LOGOS, BUT TO THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD HE ADDS IT SOMETIMES ONLY. HE USES THE ARTICLE, WHEN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD REFERS TO THE UNCREATED CAUSE OF ALL THINGS, AND OMITS IT WHEN THE LOGOS IS NAMED GOD. DOES THE SAME DIFFERENCE WHICH WE OBSERVE BETWEEN GOD WITH THE ARTICLE AND GOD WITHOUT IT PREVAIL ALSO BETWEEN THE LOGOS WITH IT AND WITHOUT IT? WE MUST ENQUIRE INTO THIS. AS THE GOD WHO IS OVER ALL IS GOD WITH THE ARTICLE NOT WITHOUT IT, SO " THE LOGOS " IS THE SOURCE OF THAT REASON (LOGOS) WHICH DWELLS IN EVERY REASONABLE CREATURE; THE REASON WHICH IS IN EACH CREATURE IS NOT, LIKE THE FORMER CALLED PAR EXCELLENCE THE LOGOS. NOW THERE ARE MANY WHO ARE SINCERELY CONCERNED ABOUT RELIGION, AND WHO FALL HERE INTO GREAT PERPLEXITY. THEY ARE AFRAID THAT THEY MAY BE PROCLAIMING TWO GODS, AND THEIR FEAR DRIVES THEM INTO DOCTRINES WHICH ARE FALSE AND WICKED. EITHER THEY DENY THAT THE SON HAS A DISTINCT NATURE OF HIS OWN BESIDES THAT OF THE FATHER, AND MAKE HIM WHOM THEY CALL THE SON TO BE GOD ALL BUT THE NAME, OR THEY DENY THE DIVINITY OF THE SON, GIVING HIM A SEPARATE EXISTENCE OF HIS OWN, AND MAKING HIS SPHERE OF ESSENCE FALL OUTSIDE THAT OF THE FATHER, SO THAT THEY ARE SEPARABLE FROM EACH OTHER. TO SUCH PERSONS WE HAVE TO SAY THAT GOD ON THE ONE HAND IS VERY GOD (AUTOTHEOS, GOD OF HIMSELF); AND SO THE SAVIOUR SAYS IN HIS PRAYER TO THE FATHER, JOHN 17:3 " THAT THEY MAY KNOW THEE THE ONLY TRUE GOD; " BUT THAT ALL BEYOND THE VERY GOD IS MADE GOD BY PARTICIPATION IN HIS DIVINITY, AND IS NOT TO BE CALLED SIMPLY GOD (WITH THE ARTICLE), BUT RATHER GOD (WITHOUT ARTICLE). AND THUS, THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION, WHO IS THE FIRST TO BE WITH GOD, AND TO ATTRACT TO HIMSELF DIVINITY, IS A BEING OF MORE EXALTED RANK THAN THE OTHER GODS BESIDE HIM, OF WHOM GOD IS THE GOD, AS IT IS WRITTEN, " THE GOD OF GODS, THE LORD, HAS SPOKEN AND CALLED THE EARTH. " IT WAS BY THE OFFICES OF THE FIRST-BORN THAT THEY BECAME GODS, FOR HE DREW FROM GOD IN GENEROUS MEASURE THAT THEY SHOULD BE MADE GODS, AND HE COMMUNICATED IT TO THEM ACCORDING TO HIS OWN BOUNTY. THE TRUE GOD, THEN, IS " THE GOD, " AND THOSE WHO ARE FORMED AFTER HIM ARE GODS, IMAGES, AS IT WERE, OF HIM THE PROTOTYPE. BUT THE ARCHETYPAL IMAGE, AGAIN, OF ALL THESE IMAGES IS THE WORD OF GOD, WHO WAS IN THE BEGINNING, AND WHO BY BEING WITH GOD IS AT ALL TIMES GOD, NOT POSSESSING THAT OF HIMSELF, BUT BY HIS BEING WITH THE FATHER, AND NOT CONTINUING TO BE GOD, IF WE SHOULD THINK OF THIS, EXCEPT BY REMAINING ALWAYS IN UNINTERRUPTED CONTEMPLATION OF THE DEPTHS OF THE FATHER.
3. VARIOUS RELATIONS OF THE LOGOS TO MEN.
NOW IT IS POSSIBLE THAT SOME MAY DISLIKE WHAT WE HAVE SAID REPRESENTING THE FATHER AS THE ONE TRUE GOD, BUT ADMITTING OTHER BEINGS BESIDES THE TRUE GOD, WHO HAVE BECOME GODS BY HAVING A SHARE OF GOD. THEY MAY FEAR THAT THE GLORY OF HIM WHO SURPASSES ALL CREATION MAY BE LOWERED TO THE LEVEL OF THOSE OTHER BEINGS CALLED GODS. WE DREW THIS DISTINCTION BETWEEN HIM AND THEM THAT WE SHOWED GOD THE WORD TO BE TO ALL THE OTHER GODS THE MINISTER OF THEIR DIVINITY. TO THIS WE MUST ADD, IN ORDER TO OBVIATE OBJECTIONS, THAT THE REASON WHICH IS IN EVERY REASONABLE CREATURE OCCUPIED THE SAME RELATION TO THE REASON WHO WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD, AND IS GOD THE WORD, AS GOD THE WORD OCCUPIES TO GOD. AS THE FATHER WHO IS VERY GOD AND THE TRUE GOD IS TO HIS IMAGE AND TO THE IMAGES OF HIS IMAGE—MEN ARE SAID TO BE ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE, NOT TO BE IMAGES OF GOD—SO HE, THE WORD, IS TO THE REASON (WORD) IN EVERY MAN. EACH FILLS THE PLACE OF A FOUNTAIN—THE FATHER IS THE FOUNTAIN OF DIVINITY, THE SON OF REASON. AS, THEN, THERE ARE MANY GODS, BUT TO US THERE IS BUT ONE GOD, THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND MANY LORDS, BUT TO US THERE IS ONE LORD, JESUS CHRIST, SO THERE ARE MANY ΛόΓΟΙ, BUT WE, FOR OUR PART, PRAY THAT THAT ONE ΛόΓΟΣ MAY BE WITH US WHO WAS IN THE BEGINNING AND WAS WITH GOD, GOD THE LOGOS. FOR WHOEVER DOES NOT RECEIVE THIS LOGOS WHO WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD, OR ATTACH HIMSELF TO HIM AS HE APPEARED IN FLESH, OR TAKE PART IN SOME OF THOSE WHO HAD PART IN THIS LOGOS, OR WHOEVER HAVING HAD PART IN HIM FALLS AWAY FROM HIM AGAIN, HE WILL HAVE HIS PORTION IN WHAT IS CALLED MOST OPPOSITE TO REASON. WHAT WE HAVE DRAWN OUT FROM THE TRUTHS WITH WHICH WE STARTED WILL NOW BE CLEAR ENOUGH. FIRST, WE SPOKE ABOUT GOD AND THE WORD OF GOD, AND OF GODS, EITHER, THAT IS, BEINGS WHO PARTAKE IN DEITY OR BEINGS WHO ARE CALLED GODS AND ARE NOT. AND AGAIN, OF THE LOGOS OF GOD AND OF THE LOGOS OF GOD MADE FLESH, AND OF LOGOI, OR BEINGS WHICH PARTAKE IN SOME WAY OF THE LOGOS, OF SECOND LOGOI OR OF THIRD, THOUGHT TO BE LOGOI, IN ADDITION TO THAT LOGOS THAT WAS BEFORE THEM ALL, BUT NOT REALLY SO. IRRATIONAL REASONS THESE MAY BE STYLED; BEINGS ARE SPOKEN OF WHO ARE SAID TO BE GODS BUT ARE NOT, AND ONE MIGHT PLACE BESIDE THESE GODS WHO ARE NO GODS, REASONS WHICH ARE NO REASONS. NOW THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE IS THE GOD OF THE ELECT, AND IN A MUCH GREATER DEGREE OF THE SAVIOURS OF THE ELECT; THEN HE IS THE GOD OF THESE BEINGS WHO ARE TRULY GODS, AND THEN HE IS THE GOD, IN A WORD, OF THE LIVING AND NOT OF THE DEAD. BUT GOD THE LOGOS IS THE GOD, PERHAPS, OF THOSE WHO ATTRIBUTE EVERYTHING TO HIM AND WHO CONSIDER HIM TO BE THEIR FATHER. NOW THE SUN AND THE MOON AND THE STARS WERE CONNECTED, ACCORDING TO THE ACCOUNTS OF MEN OF OLD TIMES, WITH BEINGS WHO WERE NOT WORTHY TO HAVE THE GOD OF GODS COUNTED THEIR GOD. TO THIS OPINION THEY WERE LED BY A PASSAGE IN DEUTERONOMY WHICH IS SOMEWHAT ON THIS WISE: " LEST WHEN YOU LIFT UP YOUR EYES TO HEAVEN, AND SEEST THE SUN AND THE MOON AND THE WHOLE HOST OF HEAVEN, THOU WANDER AWAY AND WORSHIP THEM AND SERVE THEM WHICH THE LORD YOUR GOD HAS APPOINTED TO ALL THE PEOPLES. BUT TO YOU THE LORD YOUR GOD HAS NOT SO GIVEN THEM. " BUT HOW DID GOD APPOINT THE SUN AND THE MOON AND ALL THE HOST OF HEAVEN TO ALL THE NATIONS, IF HE DID NOT GIVE THEM IN THE SAME WAY TO ISRAEL ALSO, TO THE END THAT THOSE WHO COULD NOT RISE TO THE REALM OF INTELLECT, MIGHT BE INCLINED BY GODS OF SENSE TO CONSIDER ABOUT THE GODHEAD, AND MIGHT OF THEIR OWN FREE WILL CONNECT THEMSELVES WITH THESE AND SO BE KEPT FROM FALLING AWAY TO IDOLS AND DEMONS? IS IT NOT THE CASE THAT SOME HAVE FOR THEIR GOD THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE, WHILE A SECOND CLASS, AFTER THESE, ATTACH THEMSELVES TO THE SON OF GOD, HIS CHRIST, AND A THIRD CLASS WORSHIP THE SUN AND THE MOON AND ALL THE HOST OF HEAVEN, WANDERING, IT IS TRUE, FROM GOD, BUT WITH A FAR DIFFERENT AND A BETTER WANDERING THAN THAT OF THOSE WHO INVOKE AS GODS THE WORKS OF MEN'S HANDS, SILVER AND GOLD,—WORKS OF HUMAN SKILL. LAST OF ALL ARE THOSE WHO DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO THE BEINGS WHICH ARE CALLED GODS BUT ARE NO GODS. IN THE SAME WAY, NOW, SOME HAVE FAITH IN THAT REASON WHICH WAS IN THE BEGINNING AND WAS WITH GOD AND WAS GOD; SO, DID HOSEA AND ISAIAH AND JEREMIAH AND OTHERS WHO DECLARED THAT THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD, OR THE LOGOS, HAD COME TO THEM. A SECOND CLASS ARE THOSE WHO KNOW NOTHING BUT JESUS CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED, CONSIDERING THAT THE WORD MADE FLESH IS THE WHOLE WORD, AND KNOWING ONLY CHRIST AFTER THE FLESH. SUCH IS THE GREAT MULTITUDE OF THOSE WHO ARE COUNTED BELIEVERS. A THIRD CLASS GIVE THEMSELVES TO LOGOI (DISCOURSES) HAVING SOME PART IN THE LOGOS WHICH THEY CONSIDER SUPERIOR TO ALL OTHER REASON: THESE ARE THEY WHO FOLLOW THE HONOURABLE AND DISTINGUISHED PHILOSOPHICAL SCHOOLS AMONG THE GREEKS. A FOURTH CLASS BESIDES THESE ARE THEY WHO PUT THEIR TRUST IN CORRUPT AND GODLESS [ATHEISTIC] DISCOURSES, DOING AWAY WITH PROVIDENCE, WHICH IS SO MANIFEST AND ALMOST VISIBLE, AND WHO RECOGNIZE ANOTHER END FOR MAN TO FOLLOW THAN THE GOOD. IT MAY APPEAR TO SOME THAT WE HAVE WANDERED FROM OUR THEME, BUT TO MY THINKING THE VIEW WE HAVE REACHED OF FOUR THINGS CONNECTED WITH THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD AND FOUR THINGS CONNECTED WITH THE LOGOS COMES IN VERY WELL AT THIS POINT. THERE WAS GOD WITH THE ARTICLE AND GOD WITHOUT THE ARTICLE, THEN THERE WERE GODS IN TWO ORDERS, AT THE SUMMIT OF THE HIGHER ORDER OF WHOM IS GOD THE WORD, TRANSCENDED HIMSELF BY THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE. AND, AGAIN, THERE WAS THE LOGOS WITH THE ARTICLE AND THE LOGOS WITHOUT THE ARTICLE, CORRESPONDING TO GOD ABSOLUTELY AND A GOD; AND THE LOGOI IN TWO RANKS. AND SOME MEN ARE CONNECTED WITH THE FATHER, BEING PART OF HIM, AND NEXT TO THESE, THOSE WHOM OUR ARGUMENT NOW BRINGS INTO CLEARER LIGHT, THOSE WHO HAVE COME TO THE SAVIOUR AND TAKE THEIR STAND ENTIRELY IN HIM. AND THIRD ARE THOSE OF WHOM WE SPOKE BEFORE, WHO RECKON THE SUN AND THE MOON AND THE STARS TO BE GODS, AND TAKE THEIR STAND BY THEM. AND IN THE FOURTH AND LAST PLACE THOSE WHO SUBMIT TO SOULLESS AND DEAD IDOLS. TO ALL THIS WE FIND ANALOGIES IN WHAT CONCERNS THE LOGOS. SOME ARE ADORNED WITH THE WORD HIMSELF; SOME WITH WHAT IS NEXT TO HIM AND APPEARS TO BE THE VERY ORIGINAL LOGOS HIMSELF, THOSE, NAMELY, WHO KNOW NOTHING BUT JESUS CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED, AND WHO BEHOLD THE WORD AS FLESH. AND THE THIRD CLASS, AS WE DESCRIBED THEM A LITTLE BEFORE. WHY SHOULD I SPEAK OF THOSE WHO ARE THOUGHT TO BE IN THE LOGOS, BUT HAVE FALLEN AWAY, NOT ONLY FROM THE GOOD ITSELF, BUT FROM THE VERY TRACES OF IT AND FROM THOSE WHO HAVE A PART IN IT?
4. THAT THE LOGOS IS ONE, NOT MANY. OF THE WORD, FAITHFUL AND TRUE, AND OF HIS WHITE HORSE.
"HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD." BY HIS THREE FOREGOING PROPOSITIONS THE EVANGELIST HAS MADE US ACQUAINTED WITH THREE ORDERS, AND HE NOW SUMS UP THE THREE IN ONE, SAYING, "THIS (LOGOS) WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD." IN THE FIRST PREMISS WE LEARNED WHERE THE LOGOS WAS: HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING; THEN WE LEARNED WITH WHOM HE WAS, WITH GOD; AND THEN WHO HE WAS, THAT HE WAS GOD. HE NOW POINTS OUT BY THIS WORD " HE, " THE WORD WHO IS GOD, AND GATHERS UP INTO A FOURTH PROPOSITION THE THREE WHICH WENT BEFORE, " IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, " " THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, " AND " THE WORD WAS GOD. " NOW HE SAYS, HE, THIS (WORD) WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD. THE TERM BEGINNING MAY BE TAKEN OF THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD, SO THAT WE MAY LEARN FROM WHAT IS SAID THAT THE WORD WAS OLDER THAN THE THINGS WHICH WERE MADE FROM THE BEGINNING. FOR IF " IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH, " BUT " HE " WAS IN THE BEGINNING, THEN THE LOGOS IS MANIFESTLY OLDER THAN THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE MADE AT THE BEGINNING, OLDER NOT ONLY THAN THE FIRMAMENT AND THE DRY LAND, BUT THAN THE HEAVENS AND EARTH. NOW SOME ONE MIGHT ASK, AND NOT UNREASONABLY, WHY IT IS NOT SAID, " IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD OF GOD, AND THE WORD OF GOD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD OF GOD WAS GOD. " BUT HE WHO ASKED SUCH A QUESTION COULD BE SHOWN TO BE TAKING FOR GRANTED THAT THERE ARE, A PLURALITY OF LOGOI, DIFFERING PERHAPS FROM EACH OTHER IN KIND, ONE BEING THE WORD OF GOD, ANOTHER PERHAPS THE WORD OF ANGELS, A THIRD OF MEN, AND SO ON WITH THE OTHER LOGOI. NOW, IF THIS WERE SO WITH THE LOGOS, THE CASE WOULD BE THE SAME WITH WISDOM AND WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS. BUT IT WOULD BE ABSURD THAT THERE SHOULD BE A NUMBER OF THINGS EQUALLY TO BE CALLED " THE WORD; " AND THE SAME WOULD APPLY TO WISDOM AND TO RIGHTEOUSNESS. WE SHALL BE DRIVEN TO CONFESS THAT WE OUGHT NOT TO LOOK FOR A PLURALITY OF LOGOI, OR OF WISDOM, OR OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, IF WE LOOK AT THE CASE OF TRUTH. ANY ONE WILL CONFESS THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE TRUTH; IT COULD NEVER BE SAID IN THIS CASE THAT THERE IS ONE TRUTH OF GOD, AND ANOTHER OF THE ANGELS, AND ANOTHER OF MAN, IT LIES IN THE NATURE OF THINGS THAT THE TRUTH ABOUT ANYTHING IS ONE. NOW, IF TRUTH BE ONE, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE PREPARATION OF IT AND ITS DEMONSTRATION, WHICH IS WISDOM, MUST IN REASON BE CONCEIVED AS ONE, SINCE WHAT IS REGARDED AS WISDOM CANNOT JUSTLY CLAIM THAT TITLE WHERE TRUTH, WHICH IS ONE, IS ABSENT FROM ITS GRASP. BUT IF TRUTH IS ONE AND WISDOM ONE, THEN REASON (LOGOS) ALSO, WHICH ANNOUNCES TRUTH AND MAKES TRUTH SIMPLE AND MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO ARE FITTED TO RECEIVE IT, WILL BE ONE. THIS WE SAY, BY NO MEANS DENYING THAT TRUTH AND WISDOM AND REASON ARE OF GOD, BUT WE WISH TO INDICATE THE PURPOSE OF THE OMISSION IN THIS PASSAGE OF THE WORDS " OF GOD, " AND OF THE FORM OF THE STATEMENT, " IN THE BEGINNING THE LOGOS WAS WITH GOD. " THE SAME JOHN IN THE APOCALYPSE GIVES HIM HIS NAME WITH THE ADDITION " OF GOD, " WHERE HE SAYS: REVELATION 19:11-16 " AND I SAW HEAVEN OPENED, AND BEHOLD A WHITE HORSE, AND HE THAT SAT THEREON CALLED FAITHFUL AND TRUE; AND IN RIGHTEOUSNESS DOES HE JUDGE AND MAKE WAR. AND HIS EYES ARE AS A FLAME OF FIRE, AND ON HIS HEAD ARE MANY DIADEMS, AND HE HAS A NAME WRITTEN WHICH NO ONE KNOWS BUT HE HIMSELF. AND HE IS ARRAYED IN A GARMENT SPRINKLED WITH BLOOD, AND HIS NAME IS CALLED WORD OF GOD. AND HIS ARMIES IN HEAVEN FOLLOWED HIM ON WHITE HORSES, CLOTHED IN PURE FINE LINEN. AND OUT OF HIS MOUTH PROCEEDS A SHARP SWORD, THAT WITH IT HE SHOULD SMITE THE NATIONS, AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AND HE TREADS THE WINEPRESS OF THE FIERCENESS OF THE WRATH OF ALMIGHTY GOD. AND HE HAS ON HIS GARMENT AND ON HIS THIGH A NAME WRITTEN: KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. " IN THIS PASSAGE LOGOS IS NECESSARILY SPOKEN OF ABSOLUTELY WITHOUT THE ARTICLE, AND ALSO WITH THE ADDITION LOGOS OF GOD; HAD THE FIRST NOT BEEN THE CASE (I.E., HAD THE ARTICLE BEEN GIVEN) WE MIGHT HAVE BEEN LED TO TAKE UP THE MEANING WRONGLY, AND SO TO DEPART FROM THE TRUTH ABOUT THE LOGOS. FOR IF IT HAD BEEN CALLED SIMPLY LOGOS, AND HAD NOT BEEN SAID TO BE THE LOGOS OF GOD, THEN WE WOULD NOT BE CLEARLY INFORMED THAT THE LOGOS IS THE LOGOS OF GOD. AND, AGAIN, HAD IT BEEN CALLED LOGOS OF GOD BUT NOT SAID TO BE LOGOS ABSOLUTELY, THEN WE MIGHT IMAGINE MANY LOGOI, ACCORDING TO THE CONSTITUTION OF EACH OF THE RATIONAL BEINGS WHICH EXIST; THEN WE MIGHT ASSUME A NUMBER OF LOGOI PROPERLY SO CALLED. AGAIN, IN HIS DESCRIPTION IN THE APOCALYPSE OF THE LOGOS OF GOD, THE APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST (AND THE APOCALYPSE ENTITLES HIM TO BE STYLED A PROPHET, TOO) SAYS HE SAW THE WORD OF GOD IN THE OPENED HEAVEN, AND THAT HE WAS RIDING ON A WHITE HORSE. NOW WE MUST CONSIDER WHAT HE MEANS TO CONVEY WHEN HE SPEAKS OF HEAVEN BEING OPENED AND OF THE WHITE HORSE, AND OF THE WORD OF GOD RIDING ON THE WHITE HORSE, AND ALSO WHAT IS MEANT BY SAYING THAT THE WORD OF GOD IS FAITHFUL AND TRUE, AND THAT IN RIGHTEOUSNESS HE JUDGES AND MAKES WAR. ALL THIS WILL GREATLY ADVANCE OUR STUDY ON THE SUBJECT OF THE WORD OF GOD. NOW I CONCEIVE HEAVEN TO HAVE BEEN SHUT AGAINST THE UNGODLY, AND THOSE WHO BEAR THE IMAGE OF THE EARTHLY, AND TO HAVE BEEN OPENED TO THE RIGHTEOUS AND THOSE ADORNED WITH THE IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY. FOR TO THE FORMER, BEING BELOW AND STILL DWELLING IN THE FLESH, THE BETTER THINGS ARE CLOSED, SINCE THEY CANNOT UNDERSTAND THEM AND HAVE NEITHER POWER NOR WILL TO SEE THEIR BEAUTY, LOOKING DOWN AS THEY DO AND NOT STRIVING TO LOOK UP. BUT TO THE EXCELLENT, OR THOSE WHO HAVE THEIR COMMONWEALTH IN HEAVEN, PHILIPPIANS 3:20 HE OPENS, WITH THE KEY OF DAVID, THE THINGS IN HEAVENLY PLACES AND DISCLOSES THEM TO THEIR VIEW, AND MAKES ALL CLEAR TO THEM BY RIDING ON HIS HORSE. THESE WORDS ALSO HAVE THEIR MEANING; THE HORSE IS WHITE BECAUSE IT IS THE NATURE OF HIGHER KNOWLEDGE (ΓΝῶΣΙΣ) TO BE CLEAR AND WHITE AND FULL OF LIGHT. AND ON THE WHITE HORSE SITS HE WHO IS CALLED FAITHFUL, SEATED MORE FIRMLY, AND SO TO SPEAK MORE ROYALLY, ON WORDS WHICH CANNOT BE SET ASIDE, WORDS WHICH RUN SHARPLY AND MORE SWIFTLY THAN ANY HORSE, AND OVERHEAR IN THEIR RUSHING COURSE EVERY SO-CALLED WORD THAT SIMULATES THE WORD, AND EVERY SO-CALLED TRUTH THAT SIMULATES THE TRUTH. HE WHO SITS ON THE WHITE HORSE IS CALLED FAITHFUL, NOT BECAUSE OF THE FAITH HE CHERISHES, BUT OF THAT WHICH HE INSPIRES, BECAUSE HE IS WORTHY OF FAITH. NOW THE LORD JEHOVAH, ACCORDING TO MOSES, DEUTERONOMY 32:4 IS FAITHFUL AND TRUE. HE IS TRUE ALSO IN RESPECT OF HIS RELATION TO SHADOW, TYPE, AND IMAGE; FOR SUCH IS THE WORD WHO IS IN THE OPENED HEAVEN, FOR HE IS NOT ON EARTH AS HE IS IN HEAVEN; ON EARTH HE IS MADE FLESH AND SPEAKS THROUGH SHADOW, TYPE, AND IMAGE. THE MULTITUDE, THEREFORE, OF THOSE WHO ARE REPUTED TO BELIEVE ARE DISCIPLES OF THE SHADOW OF THE WORD, NOT OF THE TRUE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD WHICH IS IN THE OPENED HEAVEN. HENCE JEREMIAH SAYS, LAMENTATIONS 4:20 " THE SPIRIT OF OUR FACE IS CHRIST THE LORD, OF WHOM WE SAID, IN HIS SHADOW SHALL WE LIVE AMONG THE NATIONS. " THUS, THE WORD OF GOD WHO IS CALLED FAITHFUL IS ALSO CALLED TRUE, AND IN RIGHTEOUSNESS HE JUDGES AND MAKES WAR; SINCE HE HAS RECEIVED FROM GOD THE FACULTY OF JUDGING IN VERY RIGHTEOUSNESS AND VERY JUDGMENT, AND OF APPORTIONING ITS DUE TO EVERY EXISTING CREATURE. FOR NONE OF THOSE WHO HAVE SOME PORTION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND OF THE FACULTY OF JUDGMENT CAN RECEIVE ON HIS SOUL SUCH COPIES AND IMPRESSIONS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND JUDGMENT AS TO COME SHORT IN NO POINT OF ABSOLUTE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND ABSOLUTE JUSTICE, JUST AS NO PAINTER OF A PICTURE CAN COMMUNICATE TO THE REPRESENTATION ALL THE QUALITIES OF THE ORIGINAL. THIS, I CONCEIVE, IS THE REASON WHY DAVID SAYS, " BEFORE THEE SHALL NO LIVING BEING BE JUSTIFIED. " HE DOES NOT SAY, NO MAN, OR NO ANGEL, BUT NO LIVING BEING, SINCE EVEN IF ANY BEING PARTAKES OF LIFE AND HAS ALTOGETHER PUT OFF MORTALITY, NOT EVEN THEN CAN IT BE JUSTIFIED IN COMPARISON OF THEE, WHO ART, AS IT WERE, LIFE ITSELF. NOR IS IT POSSIBLE THAT ONE WHO PARTAKES OF LIFE AND IS THEREFORE CALLED LIVING, SHOULD BECOME LIFE ITSELF, OR THAT ONE WHO PARTAKES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND, THEREFORE, IS CALLED RIGHTEOUS SHOULD BECOME EQUAL TO RIGHTEOUSNESS ITSELF. NOW IT IS THE FUNCTION OF THE WORD OF GOD, NOT ONLY TO JUDGE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT ALSO TO MAKE WAR IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT BY MAKING WAR ON HIS ENEMIES BY REASON AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, SO THAT WHAT IS IRRATIONAL AND WICKED IS DESTROYED, HE MAY DWELL IN THE SOUL OF HIM WHO, FOR HIS SALVATION, SO TO SPEAK, HAS BECOME CAPTIVE TO CHRIST, AND MAY JUSTIFY THAT SOUL AND CAST OUT FROM HER ALL ADVERSARIES. WE SHALL, HOWEVER, OBTAIN A BETTER VIEW OF THIS WAR WHICH THE WORD CARRIES ON IF WE REMEMBER THAT HE IS AN AMBASSADOR FOR THE TRUTH, WHILE THERE IS ANOTHER WHO PRETENDS TO BE THE WORD AND IS NOT, AND ONE WHO CALLS HERSELF THE TRUTH AND IS NOT, BUT A LIE. THEN THE WORD, ARMING HIMSELF AGAINST THE LIE, SLAYS IT WITH THE BREATH OF HIS MOUTH AND BRINGS IT TO NAUGHT BY THE MANIFESTATION OF HIS COMING. AND CONSIDER WHETHER THESE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS MAY BE UNDERSTOOD IN AN INTELLECTUAL SENSE. FOR WHAT IS THAT WHICH IS DESTROYED BY THE BREATH OF THE MOUTH OF CHRIST, CHRIST BEING THE WORD AND TRUTH AND WISDOM, BUT THE LIE? AND WHAT IS THAT WHICH IS BROUGHT TO NAUGHT BY THE MANIFESTATION OF CHRIST'S COMING, CHRIST BEING CONCEIVED AS WISDOM AND REASON, WHAT BUT THAT WHICH ANNOUNCES ITSELF AS WISDOM, WHEN IN REALITY IT IS ONE OF THOSE THINGS WITH WHICH GOD DEALS AS THE APOSTLE DESCRIBES, 1 CORINTHIANS 3:19 "HE TAKES THE WISE, THOSE WHO ARE NOT WISE WITH THE TRUE WISDOM, IN THEIR OWN CRAFTINESS"? TO WHAT HE SAYS OF THE RIDER ON THE WHITE HORSE, JOHN ADDS THE WONDERFUL STATEMENT: " HIS EYES ARE LIKE A FLAME OF FIRE. " FOR AS THE FLAME OF FIRE IS BRIGHT AND ILLUMINATING, BUT AT THE SAME TIME FIERY AND DESTRUCTIVE OF MATERIAL THINGS, SO, IF I MAY SO SAY, ARE THE EYES OF THE LOGOS WITH WHICH HE SEES, AND EVERY ONE WHO HAS PART IN HIM; THEY HAVE NOT ONLY THE INHERENT QUALITY OF LAYING HOLD OF THE THINGS OF THE MIND, BUT ALSO THAT OF CONSUMING AND PUTTING AWAY THOSE CONCEPTIONS WHICH ARE MORE MATERIAL AND GROSS, SINCE WHATEVER IS IN ANY WAY FALSE FLEES FROM THE DIRECTNESS AND LIGHTNESS OF TRUTH. IT IS IN A VERY NATURAL ORDER THAT AFTER SPEAKING OF HIM WHO JUDGES IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND MAKES WAR IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENTS, AND THEN AFTER HIS WARRING OF HIS GIVING LIGHT, THE WRITER GOES ON TO SAY, " ON HIS HEAD ARE MANY DIADEMS. " FOR HAD THE LIE BEEN ONE, AND OF ONE FORM ONLY, AGAINST WHICH THE TRUE AND FAITHFUL WORD CONTENDED, AND FOR CONQUERING WHICH, HE WAS CROWNED, THEN ONE CROWN ALONE WOULD NATURALLY HAVE BEEN GIVEN HIM FOR THE VICTORY. AS IT IS, HOWEVER, AS THE LIES ARE MANY WHICH PROFESS THE TRUTH AND FOR WARRING AGAINST WHICH THE WORD IS CROWNED, THE DIADEMS ARE MANY WHICH SURROUND THE HEAD OF THE CONQUEROR OF THEM ALL. AS HE HAS OVERCOME EVERY REVOLTING POWER MANY DIADEMS MARK HIS VICTORY. THEN AFTER THE DIADEMS HE IS SAID TO HAVE A NAME WRITTEN WHICH NO ONE KNOWS BUT HE HIMSELF. FOR THERE ARE SOME THINGS WHICH ARE KNOWN TO THE WORD ALONE; FOR THE BEINGS WHICH COME INTO EXISTENCE AFTER HIM HAVE A POORER NATURE THAN HIS, AND NONE OF THEM IS ABLE TO BEHOLD ALL THAT HE APPREHENDS. AND PERHAPS IT IS THE CASE THAT ONLY THOSE WHO HAVE PART IN THAT WORD KNOW THE THINGS WHICH ARE KEPT FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF THOSE WHO DO NOT PARTAKE OF HIM. NOW, IN JOHN'S VISION, THE WORD OF GOD AS HE RIDES ON THE WHITE HORSE IS NOT NAKED: HE IS CLOTHED WITH A GARMENT SPRINKLED WITH BLOOD, FOR THE WORD WHO WAS MADE FLESH AND THEREFORE DIED IS SURROUNDED WITH MARKS OF THE FACT THAT HIS BLOOD WAS POURED OUT UPON THE EARTH, WHEN THE SOLDIER PIERCED HIS SIDE. FOR OF THAT PASSION, EVEN SHOULD IT BE OUR LOT SOME DAY TO COME TO THAT HIGHEST AND SUPREME CONTEMPLATION OF THE LOGOS, WE SHALL NOT LOSE ALL MEMORY, NOR SHALL WE FORGET THE TRUTH THAT OUR ADMISSION WAS BROUGHT ABOUT BY HIS SOJOURNING IN OUR BODY. THIS WORD OF GOD IS FOLLOWED BY THE HEAVENLY ARMIES ONE AND ALL; THEY FOLLOW THE WORD AS THEIR LEADER, AND IMITATE HIM IN ALL THINGS, AND CHIEFLY IN HAVING MOUNTED, THEY ALSO, WHITE HORSES. TO HIM THAT UNDERSTANDS, THIS SECRET IS OPEN. AND AS SORROW AND GRIEF AND WAILING FLED AWAY AT THE END OF THINGS, SO ALSO, I SUPPOSE, DID OBSCURITY AND DOUBT, ALL THE MYSTERIES OF GOD'S WISDOM BEING PRECISELY AND CLEARLY OPENED. LOOK ALSO AT THE WHITE HORSES OF THE FOLLOWERS OF THE WORD AND AT THE WHITE AND PURE LINEN WITH WHICH THEY WERE CLOTHED. AS LINEN COMES OUT OF THE EARTH, MAY NOT THOSE LINEN GARMENTS STAND FOR THE DIALECTS ON THE EARTH IN WHICH THOSE VOICES ARE CLOTHED WHICH MAKE CLEAR ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THINGS? WE HAVE DEALT AT SOME LENGTH WITH THE STATEMENTS FOUND IN THE APOCALYPSE ABOUT THE WORD OF GOD; IT IS IMPORTANT FOR US TO KNOW CLEARLY ABOUT HIM.
5. HE (THIS ONE) WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD.
TO THOSE WHO FAIL TO DISTINGUISH WITH CARE THE DIFFERENT PROPOSITIONS OF THE CONTEXT THE EVANGELIST MAY APPEAR TO BE REPEATING HIMSELF. " HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD " MAY SEEM TO ADD NOTHING TO " AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD. " WE MUST OBSERVE MORE CAREFULLY. IN THE STATEMENT " THE WORD WAS WITH GOD " WE ARE NOT TOLD ANYTHING OF THE WHEN OR THE WHERE; THAT IS ADDED IN THE FOURTH AXIOM. THERE ARE FOUR AXIOMS, OR, AS SOME CALL THEM, PROPOSITIONS, THE FOURTH BEING " HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD. " NOW " THE WORD WAS WITH GOD " IS NOT THE SAME THING AS " HE WAS, " ETC.; FOR HERE WE ARE TOLD, NOT ONLY THAT HE WAS WITH GOD, BUT WHEN AND WHERE HE WAS SO: " HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD. " THE " HE, " TOO, USED AS IT IS FOR A DEMONSTRATION, WILL BE CONSIDERED TO REFER TO THE WORD, OR BY A LESS CAREFUL ENQUIRER, TO GOD. WHAT WAS NOTED BEFORE IS NOW SUMMED UP IN THIS DESIGNATION " HE, " THE NOTION OF THE LOGOS AND THAT OF GOD; AND AS THE ARGUMENT PROCEEDS THE DIFFERENT NOTIONS ARE COLLECTED IN ONE; FOR THE NOTION GOD IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE NOTION LOGOS, NOR THE NOTION LOGOS IN THAT OF GOD. AND PERHAPS THE PROPOSITION BEFORE US IS A SUMMING UP IN ONE OF THE THREE WHICH HAVE PRECEDED. TAKING THE STATEMENT THAT THE WORD WAS IN THE BEGINNING, WE HAVE NOT YET LEARNED THAT HE WAS WITH GOD, AND TAKING THE STATEMENT THAT THE WORD WAS WITH GOD IT IS NOT YET CLEAR TO US THAT HE WAS WITH GOD IN THE BEGINNING; AND TAKING THE STATEMENT THAT THE WORD WAS GOD, IT HAS NEITHER BEEN SHOWN THAT HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING, NOR THAT HE WAS WITH GOD. NOW WHEN THE EVANGELIST SAYS, " HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD, " IF WE APPLY THE PRONOUN " HE " TO THE WORD AND TO GOD (AS HE IS GOD) AND CONSIDER THAT " IN THE BEGINNING " IS CONJOINED WITH IT, AND " WITH GOD " ADDED TO IT, THEN THERE IS NOTHING LEFT OF THE THREE PROPOSITIONS THAT IS NOT SUMMED UP AND BROUGHT TOGETHER IN THIS ONE. AND AS " IN THE BEGINNING " HAS BEEN SAID TWICE, WE MAY CONSIDER IF THERE ARE NOT TWO LESSONS WE MAY LEARN. FIRST, THAT THE WORD WAS IN THE BEGINNING, AS IF HE WAS BY HIMSELF AND NOT WITH ANY ONE, AND SECONDLY, THAT HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD. AND I CONSIDER THAT THERE IS NOTHING UNTRUE IN SAYING OF HIM BOTH THAT HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING, AND IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD, FOR NEITHER WAS HE WITH GOD ALONE, SINCE HE WAS ALSO IN THE BEGINNING, NOR WAS HE IN THE BEGINNING ALONE AND NOT WITH GOD, SINCE " HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD. " 
6. HOW THE WORD IS THE MAKER OF ALL THINGS, AND EVEN THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS MADE THROUGH HIM.
" ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM. " THE " THROUGH WHOM " IS NEVER FOUND IN THE FIRST PLACE BUT ALWAYS IN THE SECOND, AS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, ROMANS 1:1-5 " PAUL A SERVANT OF CHRIST JESUS, A CALLED APOSTLE, SEPARATED TO THE GOSPEL OF GOD WHICH HE PROMISED BEFORE BY HIS PROPHETS IN HOLY SCRIPTURES, CONCERNING HIS SON, WHO WAS BORN OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, DETERMINED THE SON OF GOD IN POWER ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF HOLINESS, BY THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, THROUGH WHOM WE RECEIVED GRACE AND APOSTLESHIP, FOR OBEDIENCE OF THE FAITH AMONG ALL THE NATIONS, FOR HIS NAME'S SAKE. " FOR GOD PROMISED AFOREHAND BY THE PROPHETS HIS OWN GOSPEL, THE PROPHETS BEING HIS MINISTERS, AND HAVING THEIR WORD TO SPEAK ABOUT HIM " THROUGH WHOM. " AND AGAIN, GOD GAVE GRACE AND APOSTLESHIP TO PAUL AND TO THE OTHERS FOR THE OBEDIENCE OF THE FAITH AMONG ALL THE NATIONS, AND THIS HE GAVE THEM THROUGH JESUS CHRIST THE SAVIOUR, FOR THE " THROUGH WHOM " BELONGED TO HIM. AND THE APOSTLE PAUL SAYS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS: " AT THE END OF THE DAYS HE SPOKE TO US IN HIS SON, WHOM HE MADE THE HEIR OF ALL THINGS, 'THROUGH WHOM' ALSO HE MADE THE AGES, " SHOWING US THAT GOD MADE THE AGES THROUGH HIS SON, THE " THROUGH WHOM " BELONGING, WHEN THE AGES WERE BEING MADE, TO THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN. THUS, IF ALL THINGS WERE MADE, AS IN THIS PASSAGE ALSO, THROUGH THE LOGOS, THEN THEY WERE NOT MADE BY THE LOGOS, BUT BY A STRONGER AND GREATER THAN HE. AND WHO ELSE COULD THIS BE BUT THE FATHER? NOW IF, AS WE HAVE SEEN, ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM, WE HAVE TO ENQUIRE IF THE HOLY SPIRIT ALSO WAS MADE THROUGH HIM. IT APPEARS TO ME THAT THOSE WHO HOLD THE HOLY SPIRIT TO BE CREATED, AND WHO ALSO ADMIT THAT " ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM, " MUST NECESSARILY ASSUME THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS MADE THROUGH THE LOGOS, THE LOGOS ACCORDINGLY BEING OLDER THAN HE. AND HE WHO SHRINKS FROM ALLOWING THE HOLY SPIRIT TO HAVE BEEN MADE THROUGH CHRIST MUST, IF HE ADMITS THE TRUTH OF THE STATEMENTS OF THIS GOSPEL, ASSUME THE SPIRIT TO BE UNCREATED. THERE IS A THIRD RESOURCE BESIDES THESE TWO (THAT OF ALLOWING THE SPIRIT TO HAVE BEEN MADE BY THE WORD, AND THAT OF REGARDING IT AS UNCREATED), NAMELY, TO ASSERT THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS NO ESSENCE OF HIS OWN BEYOND THE FATHER AND THE SON. BUT ON FURTHER THOUGHT ONE MAY PERHAPS SEE REASON TO CONSIDER THAT THE SON IS SECOND BESIDE THE FATHER, HE BEING THE SAME AS THE FATHER, WHILE MANIFESTLY A DISTINCTION IS DRAWN BETWEEN THE SPIRIT AND THE SON IN THE PASSAGE, MATTHEW 12:32 " WHOSOEVER SHALL SPEAK A WORD AGAINST THE SON OF MAN, IT SHALL BE FORGIVEN HIM, BUT WHOSOEVER SHALL BLASPHEME AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT, HE SHALL NOT HAVE FORGIVENESS, EITHER IN THIS WORLD OR IN THE WORLD TO COME. " WE CONSIDER, THEREFORE, THAT THERE ARE THREE HYPOSTASES, THE FATHER AND THE SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT; AND AT THE SAME TIME, WE BELIEVE NOTHING TO BE UNCREATED BUT THE FATHER. WE THEREFORE, AS THE MORE PIOUS AND THE TRUER COURSE, ADMIT THAT ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY THE LOGOS, AND THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE MOST EXCELLENT AND THE FIRST IN ORDER OF ALL THAT WAS MADE BY THE FATHER THROUGH CHRIST. AND THIS, PERHAPS, IS THE REASON WHY THE SPIRIT IS NOT SAID TO BE GOD'S OWN SON. THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN ONLY IS BY NATURE AND FROM THE BEGINNING A SON, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT SEEMS TO HAVE NEED OF THE SON, TO MINISTER TO HIM HIS ESSENCE, SO AS TO ENABLE HIM NOT ONLY TO EXIST, BUT TO BE WISE AND REASONABLE AND JUST, AND ALL THAT WE MUST THINK OF HIM AS BEING. ALL THIS HE HAS BY PARTICIPATION OF THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST, OF WHICH WE HAVE SPOKEN ABOVE. AND I CONSIDER THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT SUPPLIES TO THOSE WHO, THROUGH HIM AND THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN HIM, ARE CALLED SAINTS, THE MATERIAL OF THE GIFTS, WHICH COME FROM GOD; SO THAT THE SAID MATERIAL OF THE GIFTS IS MADE POWERFUL BY GOD, IS MINISTERED BY CHRIST, AND OWES ITS ACTUAL EXISTENCE IN MEN TO THE HOLY SPIRIT. I AM LED TO THIS VIEW OF THE CHARISMS BY THE WORDS OF PAUL WHICH HE WRITES SOMEWHERE, 1 CORINTHIANS 12:4-6 " THERE ARE DIVERSITIES OF GIFTS BUT THE SAME SPIRIT, AND DIVERSITIES OF MINISTRATIONS, AND THE SAME LORD. AND THERE ARE DIVERSITIES OF WORKINGS, BUT IT IS THE SAME GOD THAT WORKS ALL IN ALL. " THE STATEMENT THAT ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND ITS SEEMING COROLLARY, THAT THE SPIRIT MUST HAVE BEEN CALLED INTO BEING BY THE WORD, MAY CERTAINLY RAISE SOME DIFFICULTY. THERE ARE SOME PASSAGES IN WHICH THE SPIRIT IS PLACED ABOVE CHRIST; IN ISAIAH, FOR EXAMPLE, CHRIST DECLARES THAT HE IS SENT, NOT BY THE FATHER ONLY, BUT ALSO BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. " NOW THE LORD HAS SENT ME, " HE SAYS, ISAIAH 48:16 " AND HIS SPIRIT, " AND IN THE GOSPEL HE DECLARES THAT THERE IS FORGIVENESS FOR THE SIN COMMITTED AGAINST HIMSELF, BUT THAT FOR BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT THERE IS NO FORGIVENESS, EITHER IN THIS AGE OR IN THE AGE TO COME. WHAT IS THE REASON OF THIS? IS IT BECAUSE THE HOLY SPIRIT IS OF MORE VALUE THAN CHRIST THAT THE SIN AGAINST HIM CANNOT BE FORGIVEN? MAY IT NOT RATHER BE THAT ALL RATIONAL BEINGS HAVE PART IN CHRIST, AND THAT FORGIVENESS IS EXTENDED TO THEM WHEN THEY REPENT OF THEIR SINS, WHILE ONLY THOSE HAVE PART IN THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO HAVE BEEN FOUND WORTHY OF IT, AND THAT THERE CANNOT WELL BE ANY FORGIVENESS FOR THOSE WHO FALL AWAY TO EVIL IN SPITE OF SUCH GREAT AND POWERFUL COOPERATION, AND WHO DEFEAT THE COUNSELS OF THE SPIRIT WHO IS IN THEM. WHEN WE FIND THE LORD SAYING, AS HE DOES IN ISAIAH, THAT HE IS SENT BY THE FATHER AND BY HIS SPIRIT, WE HAVE TO POINT OUT HERE ALSO THAT THE SPIRIT IS NOT ORIGINALLY SUPERIOR TO THE SAVIOUR, BUT THAT THE SAVIOUR TAKES A LOWER PLACE THAN HE IN ORDER TO CARRY OUT THE PLAN WHICH HAS BEEN MADE THAT THE SON OF GOD SHOULD BECOME MAN. SHOULD ANY ONE STUMBLE AT OUR SAYING THAT THE SAVIOUR IN BECOMING MAN WAS MADE LOWER THAN THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE ASK HIM TO CONSIDER THE WORDS USED IN THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS, WHERE JESUS IS SHOWN BY PAUL TO HAVE BEEN MADE LESS THAN THE ANGELS ON ACCOUNT OF THE SUFFERING OF DEATH. " WE BEHOLD HIM, " HE SAYS, " WHO HAS BEEN MADE A LITTLE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS, JESUS, BECAUSE OF THE SUFFERING OF DEATH, CROWNED WITH GLORY AND HONOUR. " AND THIS, TOO, HAS DOUBTLESS TO BE ADDED, THAT THE CREATION, IN ORDER TO BE DELIVERED FROM THE BONDAGE OF CORRUPTION, AND NOT LEAST OF ALL THE HUMAN RACE, REQUIRED THE INTRODUCTION INTO HUMAN NATURE OF A HAPPY AND DIVINE POWER, WHICH SHOULD SET RIGHT WHAT WAS WRONG UPON THE EARTH, AND THAT THIS ACTION FELL TO THE SHARE, AS IT WERE, OF THE HOLY SPIRIT; BUT THE SPIRIT, UNABLE TO SUPPORT SUCH A TASK, PUTS FORWARD THE SAVIOUR AS THE ONLY ONE ABLE TO ENDURE SUCH A CONFLICT. THE FATHER THEREFORE, THE PRINCIPAL, SENDS THE SON, BUT THE HOLY SPIRIT ALSO SENDS HIM AND DIRECTS HIM TO GO BEFORE, PROMISING TO DESCEND, WHEN THE TIME COMES, TO THE SON OF GOD, AND TO WORK WITH HIM FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN. THIS HE DID, WHEN, IN A BODILY SHAPE LIKE A DOVE, HE FLEW TO HIM AFTER THE BAPTISM. HE REMAINED ON HIM, AND DID NOT PASS HIM BY, AS HE MIGHT HAVE DONE WITH MEN NOT ABLE CONTINUOUSLY TO BEAR HIS GLORY. THUS JOHN, WHEN EXPLAINING HOW HE KNEW WHO CHRIST WAS, SPOKE NOT ONLY OF THE DESCENT OF THE SPIRIT ON JESUS, BUT ALSO OF ITS REMAINING UPON HIM. FOR IT IS WRITTEN THAT JOHN SAID: JOHN 1:32 " HE WHO SENT ME TO BAPTIZE SAID, ON WHOMSOEVER YOU SHALL SEE THE SPIRIT DESCENDING AND ABIDING UPON HIM, THE SAME IS HE THAT BAPTIZES WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WITH FIRE. " IT IS NOT SAID ONLY, " ON WHOMSOEVER YOU SHALL SEE THE SPIRIT DESCENDING, " FOR THE SPIRIT NO DOUBT DESCENDED ON OTHERS TOO, BUT " DESCENDING AND ABIDING ON HIM. " OUR EXAMINATION OF THIS POINT HAS BEEN SOMEWHAT EXTENDED, SINCE WE WERE ANXIOUS TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT IF ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, THEN THE SPIRIT ALSO WAS MADE THROUGH THE WORD, AND IS SEEN TO BE ONE OF THE " ALL THINGS " WHICH ARE INFERIOR TO THEIR MAKER. THIS VIEW IS TOO FIRMLY SETTLED TO BE DISTURBED BY A FEW WORDS WHICH MAY BE ADDUCED TO THE OPPOSITE EFFECT. IF ANY ONE SHOULD LEND CREDENCE TO THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS, WHERE THE SAVIOUR HIMSELF SAYS, " MY MOTHER, THE HOLY SPIRIT TOOK ME JUST NOW BY ONE OF MY HAIRS AND CARRIED ME OFF TO THE GREAT MOUNT TABOR, " HE WILL HAVE TO FACE THE DIFFICULTY OF EXPLAINING HOW THE HOLY SPIRIT CAN BE THE MOTHER OF CHRIST WHEN IT WAS ITSELF BROUGHT INTO EXISTENCE THROUGH THE WORD. BUT NEITHER THE PASSAGE NOR THIS DIFFICULTY IS HARD TO EXPLAIN. FOR IF HE WHO DOES THE WILL OF THE FATHER IN HEAVEN MATTHEW 12:50 IS CHRIST'S BROTHER AND SISTER AND MOTHER, AND IF THE NAME OF BROTHER OF CHRIST MAY BE APPLIED, NOT ONLY TO THE RACE OF MEN, BUT TO BEINGS OF DIVINER RANK THAN THEY, THEN THERE IS NOTHING ABSURD IN THE HOLY SPIRIT'S BEING HIS MOTHER, EVERY ONE BEING HIS MOTHER WHO DOES THE WILL OF THE FATHER IN HEAVEN. ON THE WORDS, " ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, " THERE IS STILL ONE POINT TO BE EXAMINED. THE " WORD " IS, AS A NOTION, FROM " LIFE, " AND YET WE READ, " WHAT WAS MADE IN THE WORD WAS LIFE, AND THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN. " NOW AS ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM, WAS THE LIFE MADE THROUGH HIM, WHICH IS THE LIGHT OF MEN, AND THE OTHER NOTIONS UNDER WHICH THE SAVIOUR IS PRESENTED TO US? OR MUST WE TAKE THE " ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM " SUBJECT TO THE EXCEPTION OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE IN HIMSELF? THE LATTER COURSE APPEARS TO BE THE PREFERABLE ONE. FOR SUPPOSING WE SHOULD CONCEDE THAT THE LIFE WHICH IS THE LIGHT OF MEN WAS MADE THROUGH HIM, SINCE IT SAID THAT THE LIFE " WAS MADE " THE LIGHT OF MEN, WHAT ARE WE TO SAY ABOUT WISDOM, WHICH IS CONCEIVED AS BEING PRIOR TO THE WORD? THAT, THEREFORE, WHICH IS ABOUT THE WORD (HIS RELATIONS OR CONDITIONS) WAS NOT MADE BY THE WORD, AND THE RESULT IS THAT, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE NOTIONS UNDER WHICH CHRIST IS PRESENTED, ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH THE WORD OF GOD, THE FATHER MAKING THEM IN WISDOM. " IN WISDOM HAST THOU MADE THEM ALL, " IT SAYS, NOT THROUGH, BUT IN WISDOM.
7. OF THINGS NOT MADE THROUGH THE LOGOS.
LET US SEE, HOWEVER, WHY THE WORDS ARE ADDED, " AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANYTHING (GR. EVEN ONE THING) MADE. " SOME MIGHT THINK IT SUPERFLUOUS TO ADD TO THE WORDS " ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM, " THE PHRASE " WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANYTHING MADE. " FOR IF EVERYTHING WHATSOEVER WAS MADE THROUGH THE LOGOS, THEN NOTHING WAS MADE WITHOUT HIM. YET IT DOES NOT FOLLOW FROM THE PROPOSITION THAT WITHOUT THE LOGOS NOTHING WAS MADE, THAT ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH THE LOGOS. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THOUGH NOTHING WAS MADE WITHOUT THE LOGOS, ALL THINGS WERE MADE, NOT THROUGH THE LOGOS ONLY, BUT SOME THINGS BY HIM. WE MUST, THEREFORE, MAKE OURSELVES SURE IN WHAT SENSE THE " ALL THINGS " IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD, AND IN WHAT SENSE THE " NOTHING. " FOR, WITHOUT A CLEAR PRELIMINARY DEFINITION OF THESE TERMS, IT MIGHT BE MAINTAINED THAT, IF ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH THE LOGOS, AND EVIL IS A PART OF ALL THINGS, THEN THE WHOLE MATTER OF SIN, AND EVERYTHING THAT IS WICKED, THAT THESE ALSO WERE MADE THROUGH THE LOGOS. BUT THIS WE MUST REGARD AS FALSE. THERE IS NOTHING ABSURD IN THINKING THAT CREATURES WERE MADE THROUGH THE LOGOS, AND ALSO THAT MEN'S BRAVE DEEDS HAVE BEEN DONE THROUGH HIM, AND ALL THE USEFUL ACTS OF THOSE WHO ARE NOW IN BLISS; BUT WITH THE SINS AND MISFORTUNES OF MEN IT IS OTHERWISE. NOW SOME HAVE HELD THAT SINCE EVIL IS NOT BASED IN THE CONSTITUTION OF THINGS—FOR IT DID NOT EXIST AT THE BEGINNING AND AT THE END IT WILL HAVE CEASED—THAT, THEREFORE, THE EVILS OF WHICH WE SPOKE ARE THE NOTHING; AND AS SOME OF THE GREEKS SAY THAT GENERA AND FORMS, SUCH AS THE (GENERAL) ANIMAL AND THE MAN, BELONG TO THE CATEGORY OF NOTHINGS, SO IT HAS BEEN SUPPOSED THAT ALL THAT IS NOT OF GOD IS NOTHING, AND HAS NOT EVEN OBTAINED THROUGH THE WORD THE SUBSISTENCE IT APPEARS TO HAVE. WE ASK WHETHER IT IS POSSIBLE TO SHOW FROM SCRIPTURE IN ANY CONVINCING WAY THAT THIS IS SO. AS FOR THE MEANINGS OF THE WORD " NOTHING " AND " NOT-BEING, " THEY WOULD APPEAR TO BE SYNONYMOUS, FOR NOTHING CAN BE SPOKEN OF AS NOT-BEING, AND THE NOT-BEING CAN BE DESCRIBED AS NOTHING. THE APOSTLE, HOWEVER, APPEARS TO COUNT THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT, NOT AMONG THOSE WHICH HAVE NO EXISTENCE WHATEVER, BUT RATHER AMONG THINGS WHICH ARE EVIL. TO HIM THE NOT-BEING IS EVIL; " GOD, " HE SAYS, ROMANS 4:17 " CALLED THE THINGS THAT ARE NOT AS THINGS THAT ARE. " AND MARDOCHÆUS, TOO, IN THE ESTHER OF THE SEPTUAGINT, CALLS THE ENEMIES OF ISRAEL " THOSE THAT ARE NOT, " SAYING, ESTHER 4:22 " DELIVER NOT THY SCEPTRE, O LORD, TO THOSE THAT ARE NOT. " WE MAY ALSO NOTICE HOW EVIL MEN, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS, ARE SAID NOT TO BE, FROM THE NAME ASCRIBED TO GOD IN EXODUS: EXODUS 3:14-15 " FOR THE LORD SAID TO MOSES, I AM, THAT IS MY NAME. " THE GOOD GOD SAYS THIS WITH RESPECT OF US ALSO WHO PRAY THAT WE MAY BE PART OF HIS CONGREGATION. THE SAVIOUR PRAISES HIM, SAYING, MARK 10:18 " NONE IS GOOD BUT ONE, GOD THE FATHER. " THE GOOD, THEN, IS THE SAME AS HE WHO IS. OVER AGAINST GOOD IS EVIL OR WICKEDNESS, AND OVER AGAINST HIM WHO IS THAT WHICH IS NOT, WHENCE IT FOLLOWS THAT EVIL AND WICKEDNESS ARE THAT WHICH IS NOT. THIS, PERHAPS, IS WHAT HAS LED SOME TO AFFIRM THAT THE DEVIL IS NOT CREATED BY GOD. IN RESPECT THAT HE IS THE DEVIL HE IS NOT THE WORK OF GOD, BUT HE WHO IS THE DEVIL IS A CREATED BEING, AND AS THERE IS NO OTHER CREATOR BUT OUR GOD, HE IS A WORK OF GOD. IT IS AS IF WE SHOULD SAY THAT A MURDERER IS NOT A WORK OF GOD, WHILE WE MAY SAY THAT IN RESPECT, HE IS A MAN, GOD MADE HIM. HIS BEING AS A MAN HE RECEIVED FROM GOD; WE DO NOT ASSERT THAT HE RECEIVED FROM GOD HIS BEING AS A MURDERER. ALL, THEN, WHO HAVE PART IN HIM WHO IS, AND THE SAINTS HAVE PART IN HIM, MAY PROPERLY BE CALLED BEINGS; BUT THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN UP THEIR PART IN THE BEING, BY DEPRIVING THEMSELVES OF BEING, HAVE BECOME NOT-BEINGS. BUT WE SAID WHEN ENTERING ON THIS DISCUSSION, THAT NOT-BEING AND NOTHING ARE SYNONYMOUS, AND HENCE THOSE WHO ARE NOT BEINGS ARE NOTHING, AND ALL EVIL IS NOTHING, SINCE IT IS NOT-BEING, AND THUS SINCE THEY ARE CALLED NOT-BEING CAME INTO EXISTENCE WITHOUT THE LOGOS, NOT BEING NUMBERED AMONG THE ALL THINGS WHICH WERE MADE THROUGH HIM. THUS, WE HAVE SHOWN, SO FAR AS OUR POWERS ADMIT, WHAT ARE THE " ALL THINGS " WHICH WERE MADE THROUGH THE LOGOS, AND WHAT CAME INTO EXISTENCE WITHOUT HIM, SINCE AT NO TIME IS IT BEING, AND IT IS, THEREFORE, CALLED " NOTHING. "
8. HERACLEON'S VIEW THAT THE LOGOS IS NOT THE AGENT OF CREATION.
IT WAS, I CONSIDER, A VIOLENT AND UNWARRANTED PROCEDURE WHICH WAS ADOPTED BY HERACLEON, THE FRIEND, AS IT IS SAID, OF VALENTINUS, IN DISCUSSING THIS SENTENCE: " ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM. " HE EXCEPTED THE WHOLE WORLD AND ALL THAT IT CONTAINS, EXCLUDING, AS FAR AS HIS HYPOTHESIS GOES, FROM THE " ALL THINGS " WHAT IS BEST IN THE WORLD AND ITS CONTENTS. FOR HE SAYS THAT THE ÆON (AGE), AND THE THINGS IN IT, WERE NOT MADE BY THE LOGOS; HE CONSIDERS THEM TO HAVE COME INTO EXISTENCE BEFORE THE LOGOS. HE DEALS WITH THE STATEMENT, " WITHOUT HIM WAS NOTHING MADE, " WITH SOME DEGREE OF AUDACITY, NOR IS HE AFRAID OF THE WARNING: PROVERBS 30:6 " ADD NOT TO HIS WORDS, LEST HE FIND YOU OUT AND THOU PROVE A LIAR, " FOR TO THE " NOTHING " HE ADDS: " OF WHAT IS IN THE WORLD AND THE CREATION. " AND AS HIS STATEMENTS ON THE PASSAGE ARE OBVIOUSLY VERY MUCH FORCED AND IN THE FACE OF THE EVIDENCE, FOR WHAT HE CONSIDERS DIVINE IS EXCLUDED FROM THE ALL, AND WHAT HE REGARDS AS PURELY EVIL IS, THAT AND NOTHING ELSE, THE ALL THINGS, WE NEED NOT WASTE OUR TIME IN REBUTTING WHAT IS, ON THE FACE OF IT, ABSURD, WHEN, WITHOUT ANY WARRANT FROM SCRIPTURE, HE ADDS TO THE WORDS, " WITHOUT HIM WAS NOTHING MADE, " THE FURTHER WORDS, " OF WHAT IS IN THE EARTH AND THE CREATION. " IN THIS PROPOSAL, WHICH HAS NO INNER PROBABILITY TO RECOMMEND IT, HE IS ASKING US, IN FACT, TO TRUST HIM AS WE DO THE PROPHETS, OR THE APOSTLES, WHO HAD AUTHORITY AND WERE NOT RESPONSIBLE TO MEN FOR THE WRITINGS BELONGING TO MAN'S SALVATION, WHICH THEY HANDED TO THOSE ABOUT THEM AND TO THOSE WHO SHOULD COME AFTER. HE HAD, ALSO, A PRIVATE INTERPRETATION OF HIS OWN OF THE WORDS: " ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM, " WHEN HE SAID THAT IT WAS THE LOGOS WHO CAUSED THE DEMIURGE TO MAKE THE WORLD, NOT, HOWEVER, THE LOGOS FROM WHOM OR BY WHOM, BUT HIM THROUGH WHOM, TAKING THE WRITTEN WORDS IN A DIFFERENT SENSE FROM THAT OF COMMON PARLANCE. FOR, IF THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER WAS AS HE CONSIDERS, THEN THE WRITER OUGHT TO HAVE SAID THAT ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH THE DEMIURGE BY THE WORD, AND NOT THROUGH THE WORD BY THE DEMIURGE. WE ACCEPT THE " THROUGH WHOM, " AS IT IS USUALLY UNDERSTOOD, AND HAVE BROUGHT EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT OF OUR INTERPRETATION, WHILE HE NOT ONLY PUTS FORWARD A NEW RENDERING OF HIS OWN, UNSUPPORTED BY THE DIVINE SCRIPTURE, BUT APPEARS EVEN TO SCORN THE TRUTH AND SHAMELESSLY AND OPENLY OPPOSE IT. FOR HE SAYS: " IT WAS NOT THE LOGOS WHO MADE ALL THINGS, AS UNDER ANOTHER WHO WAS THE OPERATING AGENT, " TAKING THE " THROUGH WHOM " IN THIS SENSE, " BUT ANOTHER MADE THEM, THE LOGOS HIMSELF BEING THE OPERATING AGENT. " THIS IS NOT A SUITABLE OCCASION FOR THE PROOF THAT IT WAS NOT THE DEMIURGE WHO BECAME THE SERVANT OF THE LOGOS AND MADE THE WORLD; BUT THAT THE LOGOS BECAME THE SERVANT OF THE DEMIURGE AND FORMED THE WORLD. FOR, ACCORDING TO THE PROPHET DAVID, " GOD SPOKE AND THEY CAME INTO BEING, HE COMMANDED AND THEY WERE CREATED. " FOR THE UNBEGOTTEN GOD COMMANDED THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION, COLOSSIANS 1:15-16 AND THEY WERE CREATED, NOT ONLY THE WORLD AND WHAT IS THEREIN, BUT ALSO ALL OTHER THINGS, WHETHER THRONES OR DOMINIONS OR PRINCIPALITIES OR POWERS, FOR ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM AND UNTO HIM, AND HE IS BEFORE ALL THINGS. " 
9. THAT THE LOGOS PRESENT IN US IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR OUR SINS.
ONE POINT MORE ON THE WORDS: " WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANYTHING MADE. " THE QUESTION ABOUT EVIL MUST RECEIVE ADEQUATE DISCUSSION; WHAT WAS SAID OF IT HAS NOT, IT IS TRUE, A VERY LIKELY APPEARANCE, AND YET IT APPEARS TO ME THAT IT OUGHT NOT TO BE SIMPLY OVERLOOKED. THE QUESTION IS WHETHER EVIL, ALSO, WAS MADE THROUGH THE LOGOS, TAKING THE LOGOS, NOW BE IT WELL NOTED, IN THE SENSE OF THAT REASON WHICH IS IN EVERY ONE, AS THUS BROUGHT INTO BEING BY THE REASON WHICH WAS FROM THE BEGINNING. THE APOSTLE SAYS: ROMANS 7:8-9 " WITHOUT THE LAW SIN WAS DEAD, " AND ADDS, " BUT WHEN THE COMMANDMENT CAME SIN REVIVED, " AND SO TEACHES GENERALLY ABOUT SIN THAT IT HAS NO POWER BEFORE THE LAW AND THE COMMANDMENT (BUT THE LOGOS IS, IN A SENSE, LAW AND COMMANDMENT), AND THERE WOULD BE NO SIN WERE THERE NO LAW, FOR, ROMANS 5:13 " SIN IS NOT IMPUTED WHERE THERE IS NO LAW. " AND, AGAIN, THERE WOULD BE NO SIN BUT FOR THE LOGOS, FOR " IF I HAD NOT COME AND SPOKEN UNTO THEM, " CHRIST SAYS, JOHN 15:22 " THEY HAD NOT HAD SIN. " FOR EVERY EXCUSE IS TAKEN AWAY FROM ONE WHO WANTS TO MAKE EXCUSE FOR HIS SIN, IF, THOUGH THE WORD IS IN HIM AND SHOWS HIM WHAT HE OUGHT TO DO, HE DOES NOT OBEY IT. IT SEEMS, THEN, THAT ALL THINGS, THE WORSE THINGS NOT EXCEPTED, WERE MADE BY THE LOGOS, AND WITHOUT HIM, TAKING THE NOTHING HERE IN ITS SIMPLER SENSE, WAS NOTHING MADE. NOR MUST WE BLAME THE LOGOS IF ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM NOTHING WAS MADE, ANY MORE THAN WE BLAME THE MASTER WHO HAS SHOWED THE PUPIL HIS DUTY, WHEN THE INSTRUCTION HAS BEEN SUCH AS TO LEAVE THE PUPIL, SHOULD HE SIN, NO EXCUSE OR ROOM TO SAY THAT HE ERRED THROUGH IGNORANCE. THIS APPEARS THE MORE PLAINLY WHEN WE CONSIDER THAT MASTER AND PUPIL ARE INSEPARABLE. FOR AS MASTER AND PUPIL ARE CORRELATIVES, AND BELONG TOGETHER, SO THE LOGOS IS PRESENT IN THE NATURE OF REASONABLE BEINGS AS SUCH, ALWAYS SUGGESTING WHAT THEY OUGHT TO DO, EVEN SHOULD WE PAY NO HEED TO HIS COMMANDS, BUT DEVOTE OURSELVES TO PLEASURE AND ALLOW HIS BEST COUNSELS TO PASS BY US UNREGARDED. AS THE EYE IS A SERVANT GIVEN US FOR THE BEST PURPOSES, AND YET WE USE IT TO SEE THINGS ON WHICH IT IS WRONG FOR US TO LOOK, AND AS WE MAKE A WRONG USE OF OUR HEARING WHEN WE SPEND OUR TIME IN LISTENING TO SINGING COMPETITIONS AND TO OTHER FORBIDDEN SOUNDS, SO WE OUTRAGE THE LOGOS WHO IS IN US, AND USE HIM OTHERWISE THAN AS WE OUGHT, WHEN WE MAKE HIM ASSIST IN OUR TRANSGRESSIONS. FOR HE IS PRESENT WITH THOSE WHO SIN, FOR THEIR CONDEMNATION, AND HE CONDEMNS THE MAN WHO DOES NOT PREFER HIM TO EVERYTHING ELSE. HENCE, WE FIND IT WRITTEN: JOHN 12:48 " THE WORD WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU, THE SAME SHALL JUDGE YOU. " THAT IS AS IF HE SHOULD SAY: " I, THE WORD, WHO AM ALWAYS LIFTING UP MY VOICE IN YOU, I, MYSELF, WILL JUDGE YOU, AND NO REFUGE OR EXCUSE WILL THEN BE LEFT YOU. " THIS INTERPRETATION, HOWEVER, MAY APPEAR SOMEWHAT STRAINED, AS WE HAVE TAKEN THE WORD IN ONE SENSE TO BE THE WORD IN THE BEGINNING, WHO WAS WITH GOD, GOD THE WORD, AND HAVE NOW TAKEN IT IN ANOTHER SENSE, SPEAKING OF IT, NOT ONLY IN REFERENCE TO THE PRINCIPAL WORKS OF CREATION, AS IN THE WORDS, " ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM, " BUT AS RELATED TO ALL THE ACTS OF REASONABLE BEINGS, THIS LAST BEING THE LOGOS (REASON), WITHOUT WHOSE PRESENCE NONE OF OUR SINS ARE COMMITTED. THE QUESTION ARISES WHETHER THE LOGOS IN US IS TO BE PRONOUNCED THE SAME BEING AS THAT WHICH WAS IN THE BEGINNING AND WAS WITH GOD, GOD THE WORD. THE APOSTLE, CERTAINLY, DOES NOT APPEAR TO MAKE THE LOGOS IN US A DIFFERENT BEING FROM THE LOGOS WHO WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD. " SAY NOT IN YOUR HEART, " HE SAYS, ROMANS 10:6-8 " WHO SHALL GO UP INTO HEAVEN; THAT IS TO BRING CHRIST DOWN, OR WHO SHALL GO DOWN INTO THE ABYSS; THAT IS TO BRING CHRIST UP FROM THE DEAD. BUT WHAT SAYS THE SCRIPTURE? THE LOGOS IS VERY NIGH YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART. " 
10. "THAT WHICH WAS MADE WAS LIFE IN HIM, AND THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN." THIS INVOLVES THE PARADOX THAT WHAT DOES NOT DERIVE LIFE FROM THE LOGOS DOES NOT LIVE AT ALL.
THE GREEKS HAVE CERTAIN APOTHEGMS, CALLED PARADOXES, IN WHICH THE WISDOM OF THEIR SAGES IS PRESENTED AT ITS HIGHEST, AND SOME PROOF, OR WHAT APPEARS TO BE PROOF, IS GIVEN. THUS, IT IS SAID THAT THE WISE MAN ALONE, AND THAT EVERY WISE MAN, IS A PRIEST, BECAUSE THE WISE MAN ALONE AND EVERY WISE MAN POSSESSES KNOWLEDGE AS TO THE SERVICE OF GOD. AGAIN, THAT THE WISE MAN ALONE AND THAT EVERY WISE MAN IS FREE AND HAS RECEIVED FROM THE DIVINE LAW AUTHORITY TO DO WHAT HE HIMSELF IS MINDED TO DO, AND THIS AUTHORITY THEY CALL LAWFUL POWER OF DECISION. WHY SHOULD WE SAY MORE ABOUT THESE SO-CALLED PARADOXES? MUCH DISCUSSION IS DEVOTED TO THEM, AND THEY CALL FOR A COMPARISON OF THE SENSE OF SCRIPTURE WITH THE DOCTRINE THUS CONVEYED. SO THAT WE MAY BE IN A POSITION TO DETERMINE WHERE RELIGIOUS DOCTRINE AGREES WITH THEM AND WHERE IT DIFFERS FROM THEM. THIS HAS BEEN SUGGESTED TO US BY OUR STUDY OF THE WORDS, " THAT WHICH WAS MADE WAS LIFE IN HIM; " FOR IT APPEARS POSSIBLE TO FOLLOW THE WORDS OF SCRIPTURE HERE AND TO MAKE OUT A NUMBER OF THINGS WHICH PARTAKE OF THE CHARACTER OF THE PARADOXES AND ARE EVEN MORE PARADOXICAL THAN THESE SENTENCES OF THE GREEKS. IF WE CONSIDER THE LOGOS IN THE BEGINNING, WHO WAS WITH GOD, GOD THE WORD, WE SHALL PERHAPS BE ABLE TO DECLARE THAT ONLY HE WHO PARTAKES OF THIS BEING, CONSIDERED IN THIS CHARACTER, IS TO BE PRONOUNCED REASONABLE ("LOGICAL"), AND THUS WE SHOULD DEMONSTRATE THAT THE SAINT ALONE IS REASONABLE. AGAIN, IF WE APPREHEND THAT LIFE HAS COME IN THE LOGOS, HE, NAMELY, WHO SAID, " I AM THE LIFE, " THEN WE SHALL SAY THAT NO ONE IS ALIVE WHO IS OUTSIDE THE FAITH OF CHRIST, THAT ALL ARE DEAD WHO ARE NOT LIVING TO GOD, THAT THEIR LIFE IS LIFE TO SIN, AND THEREFORE, IF I MAY SO EXPRESS MYSELF, A LIFE OF DEATH. CONSIDER HOWEVER, WHETHER THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES DO NOT IN MANY PLACES TEACH THIS; AS WHERE THE SAVIOUR SAYS, MARK 12:26 " OR HAVE YE NOT READ THAT WHICH WAS SPOKEN AT THE BUSH, I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND THE GOD OF ISAAC AND THE GOD OF JACOB. HE IS NOT GOD OF THE DEAD BUT OF THE LIVING. " AND " BEFORE THEE SHALL NO LIVING BEING BE JUSTIFIED. " BUT WHY NEED WE SPEAK ABOUT GOD HIMSELF OR THE SAVIOUR? FOR IT IS DISPUTED TO WHICH OF THEM THE VOICE BELONGS WHICH SAYS IN THE PROPHETS, NUMBERS 14:28 " AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD. " 
11. HOW NO ONE IS RIGHTEOUS OR CAN TRULY BE SAID TO LIVE IN COMPARISON WITH GOD.
FIRST LET US LOOK AT THE WORDS, " HE IS NOT THE GOD OF THE DEAD BUT OF THE LIVING. " THAT IS EQUIVALENT TO SAYING THAT HE IS NOT THE GOD OF SINNERS BUT OF SAINTS. FOR IT WAS A GREAT GIFT TO THE PATRIARCHS THAT GOD IN PLACE OF HIS OWN NAME SHOULD ADD THEIR NAME TO HIS OWN DESIGNATION AS GOD, AS PAUL SAYS, HEBREWS 11:16 " THEREFORE GOD IS NOT ASHAMED TO BE CALLED THEIR GOD. " HE IS THE GOD, THEREFORE, OF THE FATHERS AND OF ALL THE SAINTS; IT MIGHT BE HARD TO FIND A PASSAGE TO THE EFFECT THAT GOD IS THE GOD OF ANY OF THE WICKED. IF, THEN, HE IS THE GOD OF THE SAINTS, AND IS SAID TO BE THE GOD OF THE LIVING, THEN THE SAINTS ARE THE LIVING AND THE LIVING ARE SAINTS; NEITHER IS THERE ANY SAINT OUTSIDE THE LIVING, NOR WHEN ANY ONE IS CALLED LIVING IS THE FURTHER IMPLICATION ABSENT THAT IN ADDITION TO HIS HAVING LIFE, HE IS A HOLY ONE. NEAR AKIN TO THIS IS THE LESSON TO BE DRAWN FROM THE SAYING, " I SHALL BE WELL PLEASING TO THE LORD IN THE LAND OF THE LIVING. " THE GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE OF THE LORD, HE APPEARS TO SAY, IS IN THE RANKS OF THE SAINTS, OR IN THE PLACE OF THE SAINTS, AND IT IS THERE THAT HE HOPES TO BE. NO ONE PLEASES GOD WELL WHO HAS NOT ENTERED THE RANK OF THE SAINTS, OR THE PLACE OF THE SAINTS; AND TO THAT PLACE EVERY ONE MUST COME WHO HAS ASSUMED BEFOREHAND, AS IT WERE IN THIS LIFE, THE SHADOW AND IMAGE OF TRUE GOD-PLEASING. THE PASSAGE WHICH DECLARES THAT BEFORE GOD NO LIVING BEING SHALL BE JUSTIFIED SHOWS THAT IN COMPARISON WITH GOD AND THE RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT IS IN HIM NONE, EVEN OF THE MOST FINISHED SAINTS, WILL BE JUSTIFIED. WE MIGHT TAKE A PARABLE FROM ANOTHER QUARTER AND SAY THAT NO CANDLE CAN GIVE LIGHT BEFORE THE SUN, NOT THAT THE CANDLE WILL NOT GIVE LIGHT, ONLY IT WILL NOT WHEN THE SUN OUTSHINES IT. IN THE SAME WAY EVERY " LIVING " WILL BE JUSTIFIED, ONLY NOT BEFORE GOD, WHEN IT IS COMPARED WITH THOSE WHO ARE BELOW AND WHO ARE IN THE POWER OF DARKNESS. TO THEM THE LIGHT OF THE SAINTS WILL SHINE. HERE, PERHAPS, WE HAVE THE KEY TO THE MEANING OF THAT VERSE: MATTHEW 5:16 " LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE BEFORE MEN. " HE DOES NOT SAY, LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE BEFORE GOD; HAD HE SAID SO HE WOULD HAVE GIVEN A COMMANDMENT IMPOSSIBLE OF FULFILMENT, AS IF HE HAD BIDDEN THOSE LIGHTS WHICH HAVE SOULS TO LET THEIR LIGHT SHINE BEFORE THE SUN. IT IS NOT ONLY, THEREFORE, THE ORDINARY MASS OF THE LIVING WHO WILL NOT BE JUSTIFIED BEFORE GOD, BUT EVEN THOSE AMONG THE LIVING WHO ARE DISTINGUISHED ABOVE THE REST, OR, TO PUT IT MORE TRULY, THE WHOLE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LIVING WILL NOT BE JUSTIFIED BEFORE GOD, AS COMPARED WITH THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD, AS IF I WERE TO CALL TOGETHER ALL THE LIGHTS WHICH SHINE ON THE EARTH BY NIGHT, AND TO SAY THAT THEY COULD NOT GIVE LIGHT IN COMPARISON WITH THE RAYS OF THE SUN. WE RISE FROM THESE CONSIDERATIONS TO A HIGHER LEVEL WHEN WE TAKE THE WORDS BEFORE OUR MINDS, " I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD. " LIFE, IN THE FULL SENSE OF THE WORD, ESPECIALLY AFTER WHAT WE HAVE BEEN SAYING ON THE SUBJECT, BELONGS PERHAPS TO GOD AND NONE BUT HIM. IS THIS THE REASON WHY THE APOSTLE, AFTER SPEAKING OF THE SUPREME EXCELLENCY OF THE LIFE OF GOD AND BEING LED TO THE HIGHEST EXPRESSION ABOUT IT, SAYS ABOUT GOD (SHOWING IN THIS A TRUE UNDERSTANDING OF THAT SAYING, " I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD "); " WHO ONLY HAS IMMORTALITY. " 1 TIMOTHY 4:16 NO LIVING BEING BESIDES GOD HAS LIFE FREE FROM CHANGE AND VARIATION. WHY SHOULD WE BE IN FURTHER DOUBT? EVEN CHRIST DID NOT SHARE THE FATHER'S IMMORTALITY; FOR HE " TASTED DEATH FOR EVERY MAN. " 
12. IS THE SAVIOUR ALL THAT HE IS, TO ALL?
WE HAVE THUS ENQUIRED AS TO THE LIFE OF GOD, AND THE LIFE WHICH IS CHRIST, AND THE LIVING WHO ARE IN A PLACE BY THEMSELVES, AND HAVE SEEN HOW THE LIVING ARE NOT JUSTIFIED BEFORE GOD, AND WE HAVE NOTICED THE COGNATE STATEMENT, " WHO ALONE HAS IM MORTALITY. " WE MAY NOW TAKE UP THE ASSUMPTION WHICH MAY APPEAR TO BE INVOLVED IN THIS, NAMELY, THAT WHATEVER BEING IS GIFTED WITH REASON DOES NOT POSSESS BLESSEDNESS AS A PART OF ITS ESSENCE, OR AS AN INSEPARABLE PART OF ITS NATURE. FOR IF BLESSEDNESS AND THE HIGHEST LIFE WERE AN INSEPARABLE CHARACTERISTIC OF REASONABLE BEING, HOW COULD IT BE TRULY SAID OF GOD THAT HE ONLY HAS IMMORTALITY? WE SHOULD THEREFORE REMARK, THAT THE SAVIOUR IS SOME THINGS, NOT TO HIMSELF BUT TO OTHERS, AND SOME THINGS BOTH TO HIMSELF AND OTHERS, AND WE MUST ENQUIRE IF THERE ARE SOME THINGS WHICH HE IS TO HIMSELF AND TO NO OTHER. CLEARLY IT IS TO OTHERS THAT HE IS A SHEPHERD, NOT A SHEPHERD LIKE THOSE AMONG MEN WHO MAKE GAIN OUT OF THEIR OCCUPATION; UNLESS THE BENEFIT CONFERRED ON THE SHEEP MIGHT BE REGARDED, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS LOVE TO MEN, AS A BENEFIT TO HIMSELF ALSO. SIMILARLY, IT IS TO OTHERS THAT HE IS THE WAY AND THE DOOR, AND, AS ALL WILL ADMIT, THE ROD. TO HIMSELF AND TO OTHERS HE IS WISDOM AND PERHAPS ALSO REASON (LOGOS). IT MAY BE ASKED WHETHER, AS HE HAS IN HIMSELF A SYSTEM OF SPECULATIONS, INASMUCH AS HE IS WISDOM, THERE ARE SOME OF THOSE SPECULATIONS WHICH CANNOT BE RECEIVED BY ANY NATURE THAT IS BEGOTTEN, BUT HIS OWN, AND WHICH HE KNOWS FOR HIMSELF ONLY. NOR SHOULD THE REVERENCE WE OWE TO THE HOLY SPIRIT KEEP US FROM SEEKING TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION. FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT HIMSELF RECEIVES INSTRUCTION, AS IS CLEAR FROM WHAT IS SAID ABOUT THE PARACLETE AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, JOHN 16:14-15 " HE SHALL TAKE OF MINE AND SHALL DECLARE IT TO YOU. " DOES HE, THEN, FROM THESE INSTRUCTIONS, TAKE IN EVERYTHING THAT THE SON, GAZING AT THE FATHER FROM THE FIRST, HIMSELF KNOWS? THAT WOULD REQUIRE FURTHER CONSIDERATION. AND IF THE SAVIOUR IS SOME THINGS TO OTHERS, AND SOME THINGS IT MAY BE TO HIMSELF, AND TO NO OTHER, OR TO ONE ONLY, OR TO FEW, THEN WE ASK, IN SO FAR AS HE IS THE LIFE WHICH CAME IN THE LOGOS, WHETHER HE IS LIFE TO HIMSELF AND TO OTHERS, OR TO OTHERS, AND IF TO OTHERS, TO WHAT OTHERS. AND ARE LIFE AND THE LIGHT OF MEN THE SAME THING, FOR THE TEXT SAYS, " THAT WHICH WAS MADE WAS LIFE IN HIM AND THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN. " BUT THE LIGHT OF MEN IS THE LIGHT ONLY OF SOME, NOT OF ALL, RATIONAL CREATURES; THE WORD " MEN " WHICH IS ADDED SHOWS THIS. BUT HE IS THE LIGHT OF MEN, AND SO HE IS THE LIFE OF THOSE WHOSE LIGHT HE IS ALSO. AND INASMUCH AS HE IS LIFE, HE MAY BE CALLED THE SAVIOUR, NOT FOR HIMSELF BUT TO BE LIFE TO OTHERS, WHOSE LIGHT ALSO HE IS. AND THIS LIFE COMES TO THE LOGOS AND IS INSEPARABLE FROM HIM, ONCE IT HAS COME TO HIM. BUT THE LOGOS, WHO CLEANSES THE SOUL, MUST HAVE BEEN IN THE SOUL FIRST; IT IS AFTER HIM AND THE CLEANSING THAT PROCEEDS FROM HIM, WHEN ALL THAT IS DEAD OR WEAK IN HER HAS BEEN TAKEN AWAY, THAT PURE LIFE COMES TO EVERY ONE WHO HAS MADE HIMSELF A FIT DWELLING FOR THE LOGOS, CONSIDERED AS GOD.
13. HOW THE LIFE IN THE LOGOS COMES AFTER THE BEGINNING.
HERE, WE MUST CAREFULLY OBSERVE, WE HAVE TWO THINGS WHICH ARE ONE, AND WE HAVE TO DEFINE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEM. FIRST, WHAT IS BEFORE US IN THE WORD IN THE BEGINNING, THEN WHAT IS IMPLIED IN THE LIFE IN THE WORD. THE WORD WAS NOT MADE IN THE BEGINNING; THERE WAS NO TIME WHEN THE BEGINNING WAS DEVOID OF THE WORD, AND HENCE IT IS SAID, " IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD. " OF LIFE, ON THE OTHER HAND, WE READ, NOT THAT IT WAS AS THE WORD, BUT THAT IT WAS MADE; IF AT LEAST IT BE THE CASE THAT THE LIFE IS THE LIGHT OF MEN. FOR WHEN MAN WAS NOT YET, THERE WAS NO LIGHT OF MEN; FOR THE LIGHT OF MEN IS CONCEIVED ONLY IN RELATION TO MEN. AND LET NO ONE ANNOY US WITH THE OBJECTION THAT WE HAVE PUT THIS UNDER THE CATEGORY OF TIME, THOUGH IT BE THE ORDER OF THE THINGS THEMSELVES, THAT MAKE THEM FIRST AND SECOND AND SO ON, AND EVEN THOUGH THERE SHOULD HAVE BEEN NO TIME WHEN THE THINGS PLACED BY THE LOGOS THIRD AND FOURTH WERE NOT IN EXISTENCE. AS, THEN, ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, NOT ALL THINGS WERE BY HIM, AND AS WITHOUT HIM WAS NOTHING MADE, NOT, WITHOUT HIM NOTHING WAS, SO WHAT WAS MADE IN HIM, NOT WHAT WAS IN HIM, WAS LIFE. AND, AGAIN, NOT WHAT WAS MADE IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, BUT WHAT WAS IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD. SOME OF THE COPIES, IT IS TRUE, HAVE A READING WHICH IS NOT DEVOID OF PROBABILITY, " WHAT WAS MADE IS LIFE IN HIM. " BUT IF LIFE IS THE SAME THING AS THE LIGHT OF MEN, THEN NO ONE WHO IS IN DARKNESS IS LIVING, AND NONE OF THE LIVING IS IN DARKNESS; BUT EVERY ONE WHO IS ALIVE IS ALSO IN LIGHT, AND EVERY ONE WHO IS IN LIGHT IS LIVING, SO THAT NOT HE ONLY WHO IS LIVING, BUT EVERY ONE WHO IS LIVING, IS A SON OF LIGHT; AND HE WHO IS A SON OF LIGHT IS HE WHOSE WORK SHINES BEFORE MEN.
14. HOW THE NATURES OF MEN ARE NOT SO FIXED FROM THE FIRST, BUT THAT THEY MAY PASS FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT.
WE HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING CERTAIN THINGS WHICH ARE OPPOSITE, AND WHAT HAS BEEN SAID OF THEM MAY SERVE TO SUGGEST WHAT HAS BEEN OMITTED. WE ARE SPEAKING OF LIFE AND THE LIGHT OF MEN, AND THE OPPOSITE TO LIFE IS DEATH; THE OPPOSITE TO THE LIGHT OF MEN, THE DARKNESS OF MEN. IT IS THEREFORE PLAIN THAT HE WHO IS IN THE DARKNESS OF MEN IS IN DEATH, AND THAT HE WHO WORKS THE WORKS OF DEATH IS NOWHERE BUT IN DARKNESS. BUT HE WHO IS MINDFUL OF GOD, IF WE CONSIDER WHAT IT IS TO BE MINDFUL OF HIM, IS NOT IN DEATH, ACCORDING TO THE SAYING, " IN DEATH THERE IS NO ONE WHO REMEMBERS THEE. " ARE, THE DARKNESS OF MEN, AND DEATH, SUCH AS THEY ARE BY NATURE? ON THIS POINT WE HAVE ANOTHER PASSAGE, EPHESIANS 5:8 " WE WERE ONCE DARKNESS, BUT NOW LIGHT IN THE LORD, " EVEN IF WE BE NOW IN THE FULLEST SENSE SAINTS AND SPIRITUAL PERSONS. THUS, HE WHO WAS ONCE DARKNESS HAS BECOME, LIKE PAUL, CAPABLE OF BEING LIGHT IN THE LORD. SOME CONSIDER THAT SOME NATURES ARE SPIRITUAL FROM THE FIRST, SUCH AS THOSE OF PAUL AND THE HOLY APOSTLES; BUT I SCARCELY SEE HOW TO RECONCILE WITH SUCH A VIEW, WHAT THE ABOVE TEXT TELLS US, THAT THE SPIRITUAL PERSON WAS ONCE DARKNESS AND AFTERWARDS BECAME LIGHT. FOR IF THE SPIRITUAL WAS ONCE DARKNESS WHAT CAN THE EARTHY HAVE BEEN? BUT IF IT IS TRUE THAT DARKNESS BECAME LIGHT, AS IN THE TEXT, HOW IS IT UNREASONABLE TO SUPPOSE THAT ALL DARKNESS IS CAPABLE OF BECOMING LIGHT? HAD NOT PAUL SAID, " WE WERE ONCE IN DARKNESS, BUT NOW ARE WE LIGHT IN THE LORD, " AND THUS IMPLIED OF THOSE WHOM THEY CONSIDER TO BE NATURALLY LOST, THAT THEY WERE DARKNESS, OR ARE DARKNESS STILL, THE HYPOTHESIS ABOUT THE DIFFERENT NATURES MIGHT HAVE BEEN ADMISSIBLE. BUT PAUL DISTINCTLY SAYS THAT HE HAD ONCE BEEN DARKNESS BUT WAS NOW LIGHT IN THE LORD, WHICH IMPLIES THE POSSIBILITY THAT DARKNESS SHOULD TURN INTO LIGHT. BUT HE WHO PERCEIVES THE POSSIBILITY OF A CHANGE ON EACH SIDE FOR THE BETTER OR FOR THE WORSE, WILL NOT FIND IT HARD TO GAIN AN INSIGHT INTO EVERY DARKNESS OF MEN, OR INTO THAT DEATH WHICH CONSISTS IN THE DARKNESS OF MEN.
15. HERACLEON'S VIEW THAT THE LORD BROUGHT LIFE ONLY TO THE SPIRITUAL. REFUTATION OF THIS.
HERACLEON ADOPTS A SOMEWHAT VIOLENT COURSE WHEN HE ARRIVES AT THIS PASSAGE, " WHAT WAS MADE IN HIM WAS LIFE. " INSTEAD OF THE " IN HIM " OF THE TEXT HE UNDERSTANDS " TO THOSE MEN WHO ARE SPIRITUAL, " AS IF HE CONSIDERED THE LOGOS AND THE SPIRITUAL TO BE IDENTICAL, THOUGH THIS HE DOES NOT PLAINLY SAY; AND THEN HE PROCEEDS TO GIVE, AS IT WERE, AN ACCOUNT OF THE ORIGIN OF THE MATTER AND SAYS, " HE (THE LOGOS) PROVIDED THEM WITH THEIR FIRST FORM AT THEIR BIRTH, CARRYING FURTHER AND MAKING MANIFEST WHAT HAD BEEN SOWN BY ANOTHER, INTO FORM AND INTO ILLUMINATION AND INTO AN OUTLINE OF ITS OWN. " HE DID NOT OBSERVE HOW PAUL SPEAKS OF THE SPIRITUAL, 1 CORINTHIANS 2:14-15 AND HOW HE REFRAINS FROM SAYING THAT THEY ARE MEN. " A NATURAL MAN RECEIVES NOT THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD, FOR THEY ARE FOOLISHNESS TO HIM; BUT THE SPIRITUAL JUDGES ALL THINGS. " WE MAINTAIN THAT IT WAS NOT WITHOUT A MEANING THAT HE DID NOT ADD THE WORD MEN TO THE WORD SPIRITUAL. SPIRITUAL IS SOMETHING BETTER THAN MAN, FOR MAN RECEIVES HIS FORM EITHER IN SOUL, OR IN BODY, OR IN BOTH TOGETHER, NOT IN WHAT IS MORE DIVINE THAN THESE, NAMELY, IN SPIRIT; AND IT IS AFTER HE HAS COME TO HAVE A PREVAILING SHARE OF THIS THAT HE IS CALLED " SPIRITUAL. " MOREOVER, IN BRINGING FORWARD SUCH A HYPOTHESIS AS THIS, HE FURNISHES NOT EVEN THE PRETENCE OF A PROOF, AND SHOWS HIMSELF UNABLE TO REACH EVEN A MODERATE DEGREE OF PLAUSIBILITY FOR HIS ARGUMENT ON THE SUBJECT. SO MUCH, THEN, FOR HIM.
16. THE LIFE MAY BE THE LIGHT OF OTHERS BESIDES.
LET US SUGGEST ANOTHER QUESTION, NAMELY, WHETHER THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN ONLY, AND NOT OF EVERY BEING AS WELL THAT IS IN BLESSEDNESS. FOR IF THE LIFE WERE THE SAME THING AS THE LIGHT OF MEN, AND IF THE LIGHT OF CHRIST WERE FOR MEN ALONE, THEN THE LIFE ALSO WOULD BE ONLY FOR MEN. BUT SUCH A VIEW IS BOTH FOOLISH AND IMPIOUS, SINCE THE OTHER SCRIPTURES TESTIFY AGAINST THIS INTERPRETATION AND DECLARE THAT, WHEN WE ARE SOMEWHAT MORE ADVANCED, WE SHALL BE EQUAL TO THE ANGELS. MATTHEW 22:30 THE QUESTION IS TO BE SOLVED ON THE PRINCIPLE THAT WHEN A PREDICATE IS APPLIED TO CERTAIN PERSONS, IT IS NOT TO BE AT ONCE TAKEN TO APPLY TO THEM ALONE. THUS, WHEN THE LIGHT OF MEN IS SPOKEN OF, IT IS NOT THE LIGHT OF MEN ONLY; HAD THAT BEEN THE MEANING, A WORD WOULD HAVE BEEN ADDED TO EXPRESS IT; THE LIFE, IT WOULD HAVE READ, WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN ONLY. FOR IT IS POSSIBLE FOR THE LIGHT OF MEN TO BE THE LIGHT OF OTHERS BESIDES MEN, JUST AS IT IS POSSIBLE THAT CERTAIN ANIMALS AND CERTAIN PLANTS MAY FORM THE FOOD OF MEN, AND THAT THE SAME ANIMALS AND PLANTS SHOULD BE THE FOOD OF OTHER CREATURES TOO. THAT IS AN EXAMPLE FROM COMMON LIFE; IT IS FITTING THAT ANOTHER ANALOGY SHOULD BE ADDUCED FROM THE INSPIRED BOOKS. NOW THE QUESTION HERE BEFORE US, IS WHY THE LIGHT OF MEN SHOULD NOT BE THE LIGHT OF OTHER CREATURES ALSO, AND WE HAVE SEEN THAT TO SPEAK OF THE LIGHT OF MEN BY NO MEANS EXCLUDES THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE LIGHT MAY BE THAT OF OTHER BEINGS BESIDES MAN, WHETHER INFERIOR TO HIM OR LIKE HIM. NOW A NAME IS GIVEN TO GOD; HE IS SAID TO BE THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND OF ISAAC AND OF JACOB. HE, THEN, WHO INFERS FROM THE SAYING, " THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN, " THAT THE LIGHT IS FOR NO OTHER THAN FOR MEN, OUGHT ALSO TO CONCLUDE THAT THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND THE GOD OF ISAAC AND THE GOD OF JACOB IS THE GOD OF NO ONE ELSE BUT THESE THREE PATRIARCHS. BUT HE IS ALSO THE GOD OF ELIJAH, 2 KINGS 2:14 AND, AS JUDITH SAYS, JUDITH 9:2 OF HER FATHER SIMEON, AND THE GOD OF THE HEBREWS. BY ANALOGY OF REASONING, THEN, IF NOTHING PREVENTS HIM FROM BEING THE GOD OF OTHERS, NOTHING PREVENTS THE LIGHT OF MEN FROM BEING THE LIGHT OF OTHERS BESIDES MEN.
17. THE HIGHER POWERS ARE MEN; AND CHRIST IS THEIR LIGHT ALSO.
ANOTHER, AGAIN, APPEALS TO THE TEXT, " LET US MAKE MAN ACCORDING TO OUR IMAGE AND LIKENESS, GENESIS 1:26 " AND MAINTAINS THAT WHATEVER IS MADE ACCORDING TO GOD'S IMAGE AND LIKENESS IS MAN. TO SUPPORT THIS, NUMBERLESS INSTANCES ARE ADDUCED TO SHOW THAT IN SCRIPTURE " MAN " AND " ANGEL " ARE USED INDIFFERENTLY, AND THAT THE SAME SUBJECT IS ENTITLED BOTH ANGEL AND MAN. THIS IS TRUE OF THE THREE WHO WERE ENTERTAINED BY ABRAHAM, AND OF THE TWO WHO CAME TO SODOM; IN THE WHOLE COURSE OF SCRIPTURE, PERSONS ARE STYLED SOMETIMES MEN, SOMETIMES ANGELS. THOSE WHO HOLD THIS VIEW WILL SAY THAT SINCE PERSONS ARE STYLED ANGELS WHO ARE MANIFESTLY MEN, AS WHEN ZECHARIAH SAYS, " THE MESSENGER OF THE LORD, I AM WITH YOU, SAYS THE LORD ALMIGHTY, " AND AS IT IS WRITTEN OF JOHN THE BAPTIST, " BEHOLD I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE YOUR FACE, " THE ANGELS (MESSENGERS) OF GOD ARE SO CALLED ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR OFFICE, AND ARE NOT HERE CALLED MEN ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR NATURE. IT CONFIRMS THIS VIEW THAT THE NAMES APPLIED TO THE HIGHER POWERS ARE NOT THOSE OF SPECIES OF LIVING BEINGS, BUT THOSE OF THE ORDERS, ASSIGNED BY GOD TO THIS AND TO THAT REASONABLE BEING. " THRONE " IS NOT A SPECIES OF LIVING BEING, NOR " DOMINION, " NOR " PRINCIPALITY, " NOR " POWER"; THESE ARE NAMES OF THE BUSINESSES TO WHICH THOSE CLOTHED WITH THE NAMES HAVE BEEN APPOINTED; THE SUBJECTS THEMSELVES ARE NOTHING BUT MEN, BUT THE SUBJECT HAS COME TO BE A THRONE, OR A DOMINION, OR A PRINCIPALITY, OR A POWER. IN JOSHUA, THE SON OF NUN, WE READ THAT IN JERICHO THERE APPEARED TO JOSHUA A MAN WHO SAID, " I AM CAPTAIN OF THE LORD'S HOST, NOW AM I COME. " THE OUTCOME OF THIS IS THAT THE LIGHT OF MEN MUST BE HELD TO BE THE SAME AS THE LIGHT OF EVERY BEING ENDOWED WITH REASON; FOR EVERY REASONABLE BEING IS MAN, SINCE IT IS ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD. IT IS SPOKEN OF IN THREE DIFFERENT WAYS, " THE LIGHT OF MEN, " AND SIMPLY " THE LIGHT, " AND " THE TRUE LIGHT. " IT IS THE LIGHT OF MEN EITHER, AS WE SHOWED BEFORE, BECAUSE THERE IS NOTHING TO PREVENT US FROM REGARDING IT AS THE LIGHT OF OTHER BEINGS BESIDES MEN, OR BECAUSE ALL BEINGS ENDOWED WITH REASON ARE CALLED MEN BECAUSE THEY ARE MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD.
18. HOW GOD ALSO IS LIGHT, BUT IN A DIFFERENT WAY; AND HOW LIFE CAME BEFORE LIGHT.
THE SAVIOUR IS HERE CALLED SIMPLY LIGHT. BUT IN THE CATHOLIC EPISTLE OF THIS SAME JOHN WE READ THAT GOD IS LIGHT. THIS, IT HAS BEEN MAINTAINED, FURNISHES A PROOF THAT THE SON IS NOT IN SUBSTANCE DIFFERENT FROM THE FATHER. ANOTHER STUDENT, HOWEVER, LOOKING INTO THE MATTER MORE CLOSELY AND WITH A SOUNDER JUDGMENT, WILL SAY THAT THE LIGHT WHICH SHINES IN DARKNESS AND IS NOT OVERTAKEN BY IT, IS NOT THE SAME AS THE LIGHT IN WHICH THERE IS NO DARKNESS AT ALL. THE LIGHT WHICH SHINES IN DARKNESS COMES UPON THIS DARKNESS, AS IT WERE, AND IS PURSUED BY IT, AND, IN SPITE OF ATTEMPTS MADE UPON IT, IS NOT OVERTAKEN. BUT THE LIGHT IN WHICH THERE IS NO DARKNESS AT ALL NEITHER, SHINES ON DARKNESS, NOR IS AT FIRST PURSUED BY IT, SO AS TO PROVE VICTOR AND TO HAVE IT RECORDED THAT IT WAS NOT OVERTAKEN BY ITS PURSUER. THE THIRD DESIGNATION WAS " THE TRUE LIGHT. " BUT IN PROPORTION AS GOD, SINCE HE IS THE FATHER OF TRUTH, IS MORE AND GREATER THAN TRUTH, AND SINCE HE IS THE FATHER OF WISDOM IS GREATER AND MORE EXCELLENT THAN WISDOM, IN THE SAME PROPORTION HE IS MORE THAN THE TRUE LIGHT. WE MAY LEARN, PERHAPS, IN A MORE SUGGESTIVE MANNER, HOW THE FATHER AND THE SON ARE TWO LIGHTS, FROM DAVID, WHO SAYS IN THE THIRTY-FIFTH PSALM, " IN THY LIGHT WE SHALL SEE LIGHT. " THIS SAME LIGHT OF MEN WHICH SHINES IN DARKNESS, THE TRUE LIGHT, IS CALLED, FURTHER ON IN THE GOSPEL, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD; JESUS SAYS, " I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. " NOR MUST WE OMIT TO NOTICE THAT WHEREAS THE PASSAGE MIGHT VERY WELL HAVE RUN, " THAT WHICH WAS MADE WAS IN HIM THE LIGHT OF MEN, AND THE LIGHT OF MEN WAS LIFE, " HE CHOSE THE OPPOSITE ORDER. HE PUTS LIFE BEFORE THE LIGHT OF MEN, EVEN IF LIFE AND THE LIGHT OF MEN ARE THE SAME THING; IN THINKING OF THOSE WHO HAVE PART IN LIFE, THOUGH THAT LIFE IS ALSO THE LIGHT OF MEN, WE ARE TO COME FIRST TO THE FACT THAT THEY ARE LIVING THE DIVINE LIFE SPOKEN OF BEFORE; THEN WE COME TO THEIR ENLIGHTENMENT. FOR LIFE MUST COME FIRST IF THE LIVING PERSON IS TO BE ENLIGHTENED; IT WOULD NOT BE A GOOD ARRANGEMENT TO SPEAK OF THE ILLUMINATION OF ONE NOT YET CONCEIVED AS LIVING, AND TO MAKE LIFE COME AFTER THE ILLUMINATION. FOR THOUGH " LIFE " AND " THE LIGHT " OF MEN ARE THE SAME THING, THE NOTIONS ARE TAKEN SEPARATELY. THIS LIGHT OF MEN IS ALSO CALLED, BY ISAIAH, " THE LIGHT OF THE GENTILES, " WHERE HE SAYS, ISAIAH 42:6 " BEHOLD I HAVE SET THEE FOR A COVENANT OF THE GENERATION, FOR A LIGHT OF THE GENTILES; " AND DAVID, PLACING HIS CONFIDENCE IN THIS LIGHT, SAYS IN THE TWENTY-SIXTH PSALM, " THE LORD IS MY ILLUMINATION AND MY SAVIOUR; WHOM SHALL, I FEAR? " 
19. THE LIFE HERE SPOKEN OF IS THE HIGHER LIFE, THAT OF REASON.
AS FOR THOSE WHO MAKE UP A MYTHOLOGY ABOUT THE ÆONS AND ARRANGE THEM IN SYZYGIES (YOKES OR PAIRS), AND WHO CONSIDER THE LOGOS AND LIFE TO HAVE BEEN EMITTED BY INTELLECT AND TRUTH, IT MAY NOT BE BESIDE THE POINT TO STATE THE FOLLOWING DIFFICULTIES. HOW CAN LIFE, IN THEIR SYSTEM, THE YOKEFELLOW OF THE WORD, DERIVE HIS ORIGIN FROM HIS YOKEFELLOW? FOR " WHAT WAS MADE IN HIM, " HE SAYS, EVIDENTLY REFERRING TO THE WORD, MENTIONED IMMEDIATELY BEFORE, " WAS LIFE. " WILL THEY TELL US HOW LIFE, THE YOKEFELLOW, AS THEY SAY, OF THE WORD, CAME INTO BEING IN THE WORD, AND HOW LIFE RATHER THAN THE WORD IS THE LIGHT OF MEN. IT WOULD BE QUITE NATURAL IF MEN OF REASONABLE MINDS, WHO ARE PERPLEXED WITH SUCH QUESTIONS AND FIND THE POINT WE HAVE RAISED HARD TO DISPOSE OF, SHOULD TURN AROUND UPON US AND INVITE US TO DISCUSS THE REASON WHY IT IS NOT THE WORD THAT IS SAID TO BE THE LIGHT OF MEN, BUT LIFE WHICH ORIGINATED IN THE WORD. TO SUCH AN ENQUIRY WE SHALL REPLY THAT THE LIFE HERE SPOKEN OF IS NOT THAT WHICH IS COMMON TO RATIONAL BEINGS AND TO BEINGS WITHOUT REASON, BUT THAT LIFE WHICH IS ADDED TO US UPON THE COMPLETION OF REASON IN US, OUR SHARE IN THAT LIFE, BEING DERIVED FROM THE FIRST REASON (LOGOS). IT IS WHEN WE TURN AWAY FROM THE LIFE WHICH IS LIFE IN APPEARANCE ONLY, NOT IN TRUTH, AND WHEN WE YEARN TO BE FILLED WITH THE TRUE LIFE, THAT WE ARE MADE PARTAKERS OF IT, AND WHEN IT HAS ARISEN IN US IT BECOMES THE FOUNDATION OF THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS). WITH SOME IT MAY BE THAT THIS LIFE IS ONLY POTENTIALLY AND NOT ACTUALLY LIGHT, WITH THOSE WHO DO NOT STRIVE TO SEARCH OUT THE THINGS OF THE HIGHER KNOWLEDGE, WHILE WITH OTHERS IT IS ACTUALLY LIGHT. WITH THESE IT CLEARLY IS SO WHO ACT ON PAUL'S INJUNCTION, " SEEK EARNESTLY THE BEST GIFTS; " AND AMONG THE GREATEST GIFTS IS THAT WHICH ALL ARE ENJOINED TO SEEK, NAMELY, THE WORD OF WISDOM, AND IT IS FOLLOWED BY THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE. THIS WISDOM AND THIS KNOWLEDGE LIE SIDE BY SIDE; INTO THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEM THIS IS NOT A FITTING OCCASION TO ENQUIRE.
20. DIFFERENT KINDS OF LIGHT; AND OF DARKNESS.
" AND THE LIGHT SHINES IN DARKNESS AND THE DARKNESS HAS NOT OVERTAKEN IT. " WE ARE STILL ENQUIRING ABOUT THE LIGHT OF MEN, SINCE IT IS WHAT WAS SPOKEN OF IN THE PRECEDING VERSE, AND ALSO, I CONSIDER, ABOUT DARKNESS, WHICH IS NAMED AS ITS ADVERSARY, THE DARKNESS ALSO BEING, IF THE DEFINITION OF IT IS CORRECT, THAT OF MEN. THE LIGHT OF MEN IS A GENERIC NOTION COVERING TWO SPECIAL THINGS; AND WITH THE DARKNESS OF MEN IT IS THE SAME. HE WHO HAS GAINED THE LIGHT OF MEN AND SHARES ITS BEAMS WILL DO THE WORK OF LIGHT AND KNOW IN THE HIGHER SENSE, BEING ILLUMINATED BY THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER KNOWLEDGE. AND WE MUST RECOGNIZE THE ANALOGOUS CASE OF THOSE ON THE OTHER SIDE, AND OF THEIR EVIL ACTIONS, AND OF THAT WHICH IS THOUGHT TO BE BUT IS NOT REALLY KNOWLEDGE, SINCE THOSE WHO EXERCISE IT HAVE THE REASON (LOGOS) NOT OF LIGHT BUT OF DARKNESS. AND BECAUSE THE SACRED WORD KNOWS THE THINGS WHICH PRODUCE LIGHT, ISAIAH SAYS: " BECAUSE THY COMMANDMENTS ARE A LIGHT UPON THE EARTH, " AND DAVID SAYS IN THE PSALM, " THE [SEXLESS] PRECEPT OF THE LORD IS CLEAR, ENLIGHTENING THE EYES. " BUT SINCE IN ADDITION TO THE COMMANDMENTS AND THE PRECEPTS THERE IS A LIGHT OF HIGHER KNOWLEDGE, WE READ IN ONE OF THE TWELVE (PROPHETS), HOSEA 10:12 " SOW TO YOURSELVES FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, REAP TO YOURSELVES FOR THE FRUIT OF LIFE, MAKE LIGHT FOR YOURSELVES THE LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE. " THERE IS A FURTHER LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE IN ADDITION TO THE COMMANDMENTS, AND SO WE READ, " MAKE LIGHT FOR YOURSELVES, " NOT SIMPLY LIGHT, BUT WHAT LIGHT? THE LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE. FOR IF ANY LIGHT THAT A MAN KINDLES FOR HIMSELF WERE A LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE, THEN THE ADDED WORDS, " MAKE LIGHT FOR YOURSELVES, THE LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE, " WOULD HAVE NO MEANING. AND AGAIN THAT DARKNESS IS BROUGHT UPON MEN BY THEIR EVIL DEEDS, WE LEARN FROM JOHN HIMSELF, WHEN HE SAYS IN HIS EPISTLE, " IF WE SAY THAT WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM AND WALK IN DARKNESS, WE LIE AND DO NOT THE TRUTH, " AND AGAIN, " HE THAT SAYS HE IS IN THE LIGHT, AND HATES HIS BROTHER, IS IN DARKNESS EVEN UNTIL NOW, " AND AGAIN, " HE THAT HATES HIS BROTHER IS IN DARKNESS, AND WALKS IN DARKNESS, AND KNOWS NOT WHITHER HE GOES, BECAUSE DARKNESS HAS BLINDED HIS EYES. " WALKING IN DARKNESS SIGNIFIES EVIL CONDUCT, AND TO HATE ONE'S BROTHER, IS NOT THAT TO FALL AWAY FROM THAT WHICH IS PROPERLY CALLED KNOWLEDGE? BUT HE ALSO WHO IS IGNORANT OF DIVINE THINGS WALKS IN DARKNESS, JUST BECAUSE OF THAT IGNORANCE; AS DAVID SAYS, " THEY KNEW NOT, THEY UNDERSTOOD NOT, THEY WALK IN DARKNESS. " CONSIDER, HOWEVER, THIS PASSAGE, 1 JOHN 1:5 " GOD IS LIGHT AND IN HIM IS NO DARKNESS, " AND SEE IF THE REASON FOR THIS SAYING IS NOT THAT DARKNESS IS NOT ONE, BEING EITHER TWO, BECAUSE THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF IT, OR MANY, BECAUSE IT IS TAKEN DISTRIBUTIVELY, INDIVIDUALLY WITH REFERENCE TO THE MANY EVIL ACTIONS AND THE MANY FALSE DOCTRINES; SO THAT THERE ARE MANY DARKNESSES, NOT ONE OF WHICH IS IN GOD. THE SAYING OF THE SAVIOUR COULD NOT BE SPOKEN OF THE HOLY ONE, " YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD; " FOR THE HOLY ONE IS LIGHT OF THE WORLD (ABSOLUTE, NOT PARTICULAR), AND THERE IS NOT IN HIM ANY DARKNESS.
21. CHRIST IS NOT, LIKE GOD, QUITE FREE FROM DARKNESS: SINCE HE BORE OUR SINS.
NOW SOME ONE WILL ASK HOW THIS STATEMENT THAT THERE IS NO DARKNESS IN HIM CAN BE REGARDED AS A THING PECULIAR TO HIM, WHEN WE CONSIDER THAT THE SAVIOUR ALSO WAS QUITE WITHOUT SIN. COULD IT NOT BE SAID OF HIM ALSO THAT "HE IS LIGHT, AND THAT THERE IS NO DARKNESS IN HIM"? THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO CASES HAS BEEN PARTLY SET FORTH ABOVE. WE WILL NOW, HOWEVER, GO A STEP FURTHER THAN WE DID BEFORE, AND ADD, THAT IF GOD MADE CHRIST WHO KNEW NO SIN TO BE SIN FOR US, 2 CORINTHIANS 5:21 THEN IT COULD NOT BE SAID OF HIM THAT THERE WAS NO DARKNESS IN HIM. FOR IF JESUS WAS IN THE LIKENESS ROMANS 8:3 OF THE FLESH OF SIN AND FOR SIN, AND CONDEMNED SIN BY TAKING UPON HIM THE LIKENESS OF THE FLESH OF SIN, THEN IT CANNOT BE SAID OF HIM, ABSOLUTELY AND DIRECTLY, THAT THERE WAS NO DARKNESS IN HIM. WE MAY ADD THAT " HE MATTHEW 8:17 TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES AND BARE OUR SICKNESSES, " BOTH INFIRMITIES OF THE SOUL AND SICKNESSES OF THE HIDDEN MAN OF OUR HEART. ON ACCOUNT OF THESE INFIRMITIES AND SICKNESSES WHICH HE BORE AWAY FROM US, HE DECLARES HIS SOUL TO BE SORROWFUL AND SORE TROUBLED, MATTHEW 26:38 AND HE IS SAID IN ZECHARIAH TO HAVE PUT ON FILTHY GARMENTS, ZECHARIAH 3:4 WHICH, WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO TAKE THEM OFF, ARE SAID TO BE SINS. " BEHOLD, IT IS SAID, I HAVE TAKEN AWAY YOUR SINS. " BECAUSE HE HAD TAKEN ON HIMSELF THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE OF THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN HIM, HE USES MANY SUCH EXPRESSIONS AS THESE: " FAR FROM MY SALVATION ARE THE WORDS OF MY TRANSGRESSIONS, " AND " THOU KNOWEST MY FOOLISHNESS, AND MY SINS WERE NOT HID FROM THEE. " AND LET NO ONE SUPPOSE THAT WE SAY THIS FROM ANY LACK OF PIETY TOWARDS THE CHRIST OF GOD; FOR AS THE FATHER ALONE HAS IMMORTALITY AND OUR LORD TOOK UPON HIMSELF, FOR HIS LOVE TO MEN, THE DEATH HE DIED FOR US, SO TO THE FATHER ALONE THE WORDS APPLY, " IN HIM IS NO DARKNESS, " SINCE CHRIST TOOK UPON HIMSELF, FOR HIS GOODWILL TOWARDS MEN, OUR DARKNESSES. THIS HE DID, THAT BY HIS POWER HE MIGHT DESTROY OUR DEATH AND REMOVE THE DARKNESS WHICH IS IN OUR SOUL, SO THAT THE SAYING IN ISAIAH MIGHT BE FULFILLED, " THE PEOPLE THAT SAT IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT. " THIS LIGHT, WHICH CAME INTO BEING IN THE LOGOS, AND IS ALSO LIFE, SHINES IN THE DARKNESS OF OUR SOULS, AND IT HAS COME WHERE THE RULERS OF THIS DARKNESS CARRY ON THEIR STRUGGLE WITH THE RACE OF MEN AND STRIVE TO SUBDUE TO DARKNESS THOSE WHO DO NOT STAND FIRM WITH ALL THEIR POWER; THAT THEY MIGHT BE ENLIGHTENED THE LIGHT HAS COME SO FAR, AND THAT THEY MIGHT BE CALLED SONS OF LIGHT. AND SHINING IN DARKNESS THIS LIGHT IS PURSUED BY THE DARKNESS, BUT NOT OVERTAKEN.
22. HOW THE DARKNESS FAILED TO OVERTAKE THE LIGHT.
SHOULD ANY ONE, CONSIDER THAT WE ARE ADDING SOMETHING THAT IS NOT WRITTEN, NAMELY, THE PURSUIT OF THE LIGHT BY THE DARKNESS, LET HIM REFLECT THAT UNLESS THE DARKNESS HAD PURSUED THE LIGHT THE WORDS, " THE DARKNESS DID NOT OVERTAKE IT, " WOULD HAVE NO MEANING. JOHN WRITES FOR THOSE WHO HAVE WIT TO SEE WHAT IS OMITTED AND TO SUPPLY IT AS THE CONTEXT REQUIRES, AND SO HE WROTE, " THE DARKNESS DID NOT OVERTAKE IT. " IF IT DID NOT OVERTAKE IT, IT MUST FIRST HAVE PURSUED IT, AND THAT THE DARKNESS DID PURSUE THE LIGHT IS CLEAR FROM WHAT THE SAVIOUR SUFFERED, AND THOSE ALSO WHO RECEIVED HIS TEACHINGS, HIS OWN CHILDREN, WHEN DARKNESS WAS DOING WHAT IT COULD AGAINST THE SONS OF LIGHT AND WAS MINDED TO DRIVE LIGHT AWAY FROM MEN. BUT SINCE, IF GOD BE FOR US, ROMANS 8:31 NO ONE, HOWEVER THAT WAY MINDED, CAN BE AGAINST US, THE MORE THEY HUMBLED THEMSELVES THE MORE THEY GREW, AND THEY PREVAILED EXCEEDINGLY. IN TWO WAYS THE DARKNESS DID NOT OVERTAKE THE LIGHT. EITHER IT WAS LEFT FAR BEHIND AND WAS ITSELF SO SLOW, WHILE THE LIGHT WAS IN ITS COURSE SO SHARP AND SWIFT, THAT IT WAS NOT EVEN ABLE TO KEEP FOLLOWING IT, OR IF THE LIGHT SOUGHT TO LAY A SNARE FOR THE DARKNESS, AND WAITED FOR IT IN PURSUANCE OF THE PLAN IT HAD FORMED, THEN DARKNESS, COMING NEAR THE LIGHT, WAS BROUGHT TO AN END. IN EITHER CASE THE DARKNESS DID NOT OVERTAKE THE LIGHT.
23. THERE IS A DIVINE DARKNESS WHICH IS NOT EVIL, AND WHICH ULTIMATELY BECOMES LIGHT.
IN CONNECTION WITH THIS SUBJECT IT IS NECESSARY FOR US TO POINT OUT THAT DARKNESS IS NOT TO BE UNDERSTOOD, EVERY TIME IT IS MENTIONED, IN A BAD SENSE; SCRIPTURE SPEAKS OF IT SOMETIMES IN A GOOD SENSE. THE HETERODOX HAVE FAILED TO OBSERVE THIS DISTINCTION, AND HAVE ACCORDINGLY ADOPTED MOST SHAMEFUL DOCTRINES ABOUT THE MAKER OF THE WORLD, AND HAVE INDEED REVOLTED FROM HIM, AND ADDICTED THEMSELVES TO FICTIONS AND MYTHS. WE MUST, THEREFORE, SHOW HOW AND WHEN THE NAME OF DARKNESS IS TAKEN IN A GOOD SENSE. DARKNESS AND CLOUDS AND TEMPEST ARE SAID IN EXODUS TO BE ROUND ABOUT GOD, AND IN THE SEVENTEENTH PSALM, " HE MADE DARKNESS HIS SECRET PLACE, HIS TENT ROUND ABOUT HIM, DARK WATER IN CLOUDS OF THE AIR. " INDEED, IF ONE CONSIDERS THE MULTITUDE OF SPECULATION AND KNOWLEDGE ABOUT GOD, BEYOND THE POWER OF HUMAN NATURE TO TAKE IN, BEYOND THE POWER, PERHAPS, OF ALL ORIGINATED BEINGS EXCEPT CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, THEN ONE MAY KNOW HOW GOD IS SURROUNDED WITH DARKNESS, BECAUSE THE DISCOURSE IS HID IN IGNORANCE WHICH WOULD BE REQUIRED TO TELL IN WHAT DARKNESS HE HAS MADE HIS HIDING-PLACE WHEN HE ARRANGED THAT THE THINGS CONCERNING HIM SHOULD BE UNKNOWN AND BEYOND THE GRASP OF KNOWLEDGE. SHOULD ANY ONE BE STAGGERED BY THESE EXPOSITIONS, HE MAY BE RECONCILED TO THEM BOTH BY THE " DARK SAYINGS " AND BY THE " TREASURES OF DARKNESS, " HIDDEN, INVISIBLE, WHICH ARE GIVEN TO CHRIST BY GOD. IN NOWISE DIFFERENT, I CONSIDER, ARE THE TREASURES OF DARKNESS WHICH ARE HID IN CHRIST, FROM WHAT IS SPOKEN OF IN THE TEXT, " GOD MADE DARKNESS HIS SECRET PLACE, " AND (THE SAINT) " SHALL UNDERSTAND PARABLE AND DARK SAYING. " PROVERBS 1:6 AND CONSIDER IF WE HAVE HERE THE REASON OF THE SAVIOUR'S SAYING TO HIS DISCIPLES, " WHAT YOU HAVE HEARD IN DARKNESS, SPEAK YE IN THE LIGHT. " THE MYSTERIES COMMITTED TO THEM IN SECRET AND WHERE FEW COULD HEAR, HARD TO BE KNOWN AND OBSCURE, HE BIDS THEM, WHEN ENLIGHTENED AND THEREFORE SAID TO BE IN THE LIGHT, TO MAKE KNOWN TO EVERY ONE WHO IS MADE LIGHT. I MIGHT ADD A STILL STRANGER FEATURE OF THIS DARKNESS WHICH IS PRAISED, NAMELY, THAT IT HASTENS TO THE LIGHT AND OVERTAKES IT, AND SO AT LAST, AFTER HAVING BEEN UNKNOWN AS DARKNESS, UNDERGOES FOR HIM WHO DOES NOT SEE ITS POWER SUCH A CHANGE THAT HE COMES TO KNOW IT AND TO DECLARE THAT WHAT WAS FORMERLY KNOWN TO HIM AS DARKNESS HAS NOW BECOME LIGHT.
24. JOHN THE BAPTIST WAS SENT. FROM WHERE? HIS SOUL WAS SENT FROM A HIGHER REGION.
" THERE WAS A MAN SENT FROM GOD, WHOSE NAME WAS JOHN. " JOHN 1:6 HE WHO IS SENT IS SENT FROM SOMEWHERE TO SOMEWHERE; AND THE CAREFUL STUDENT WILL, THEREFORE, ENQUIRE FROM WHAT QUARTER JOHN WAS SENT, AND WHITHER. THE " WHITHER " IS QUITE PLAIN ON THE FACE OF THE STORY; HE WAS SENT TO ISRAEL, AND TO THOSE WHO WERE WILLING TO HEAR HIM WHEN HE WAS STAYING IN THE WILDERNESS OF JUDÆA AND BAPTIZING BY THE BANKS OF THE JORDAN. ACCORDING TO THE DEEPER SENSE, HOWEVER, HE WAS SENT INTO THE WORLD, THE WORLD BEING UNDERSTOOD AS THIS EARTHLY PLACE WHERE MEN ARE; AND THE CAREFUL STUDENT WILL HAVE THIS IN VIEW IN ENQUIRING FROM WHERE JOHN WAS SENT. EXAMINING THE WORDS MORE CLOSELY, HE WILL PERHAPS DECLARE THAT AS IT IS WRITTEN OF ADAM, GENESIS 3:23 " AND THE LORD SENT HIM FORTH OUT OF THE PARADISE OF [SEXLESS] PLEASURE TO TILL THE EARTH, OUT OF WHICH HE WAS TAKEN, " SO ALSO JOHN WAS SENT, EITHER FROM HEAVEN OR FROM PARADISE, OR FROM SOME OTHER QUARTER TO THIS PLACE ON THE EARTH. HE WAS SENT THAT HE MIGHT BEAR WITNESS OF THE LIGHT. THERE IS, HOWEVER, AN OBJECTION TO THIS INTERPRETATION, WHICH IS NOT TO BE LIGHTLY DISMISSED. IT IS WRITTEN IN ISAIAH: " WHOM SHALL I SEND, AND WHO WILL GO TO THE PEOPLE? " THE PROPHET ANSWERS: " HERE AM I, SEND ME. " HE, THEN, WHO OBJECTS TO THAT RENDERING OF OUR PASSAGE WHICH APPEARS TO BE THE DEEPER MAY SAY THAT ISAIAH WAS SENT NOT TO THIS WORLD FROM ANOTHER PLACE, BUT AFTER HAVING SEEN " THE LORD SITTING ON A THRONE HIGH AND LIFTED UP, " WAS SENT TO THE PEOPLE, TO SAY, " HEARING, YOU SHALL HEAR AND SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND, " AND SO ON; AND THAT IN THE SAME MANNER JOHN, THE BEGINNING OF HIS MISSION NOT BEING NARRATED, IS SENT AFTER THE ANALOGY OF THE MISSION OF ISAIAH, TO BAPTIZE, LUKE 1:17 AND TO MAKE READY FOR THE LORD A PEOPLE PREPARED FOR HIM, AND TO BEAR WITNESS OF THE LIGHT. SO MUCH WE HAVE SAID OF THE FIRST SENSE; AND NOW WE ADDUCE CERTAIN SOLUTIONS WHICH HELP TO CONFIRM THE DEEPER MEANING ABOUT JOHN. IN THE SAME PASSAGE IT IS ADDED, " HE CAME FOR WITNESS, TO BEAR WITNESS OF THE LIGHT. " NOW, IF HE CAME, WHERE DID HE COME FROM? TO THOSE WHO FIND IT DIFFICULT TO FOLLOW US, WE POINT TO WHAT JOHN SAYS AFTERWARDS OF HAVING SEEN THE HOLY SPIRIT AS A DOVE DESCENDING ON THE SAVIOUR. " HE THAT SENT ME, " HE SAYS, JOHN 1:33 " TO BAPTIZE WITH WATER, HE SAID UNTO ME, UPON WHOMSOEVER YOU SHALL SEE THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDING AND ABIDING UPON HIM, THE SAME IS HE THAT BAPTIZES WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WITH FIRE. " WHEN DID HE SEND HIM AND GIVE HIM THIS INJUNCTION? THE ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION WILL PROBABLY BE THAT WHEN HE SENT HIM TO BEGIN TO BAPTIZE, THEN HE WHO WAS DEALING WITH HIM UTTERED THIS WORD. BUT A MORE CONVINCING ARGUMENT FOR THE VIEW THAT JOHN WAS SENT FROM ANOTHER REGION WHEN HE ENTERED INTO THE BODY, THE ONE OBJECT OF HIS ENTRY INTO THIS LIFE BEING THAT HE SHOULD BEAR WITNESS OF THE TRUTH, MAY BE DRAWN FROM THE NARRATIVE OF HIS BIRTH. GABRIEL, WHEN ANNOUNCING TO ZACHARIAS THE BIRTH OF JOHN, AND TO MARY THE ADVENT OF OUR SAVIOUR AMONG MEN, SAYS: THAT JOHN IS TO BE " FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT EVEN FROM HIS MOTHER'S WOMB. " AND WE HAVE ALSO THE SAYING, " FOR BEHOLD, WHEN THE VOICE OF YOUR SALUTATION CAME INTO MINE EARS, THE BABE LEAPED IN MY WOMB FOR JOY. " HE WHO SEDULOUSLY GUARDS HIMSELF IN HIS DEALINGS WITH SCRIPTURE AGAINST FORCED, OR CASUAL, OR CAPRICIOUS PROCEDURE, MUST NECESSARILY ASSUME THAT JOHN'S SOUL WAS OLDER THAN HIS BODY, AND SUBSISTED BY ITSELF BEFORE IT WAS SENT ON THE MINISTRY OF THE WITNESS OF THE LIGHT. NOR MUST WE OVERLOOK THE TEXT, " THIS IS ELIJAH WHICH IS TO COME. " MATTHEW 11:14 FOR IF THAT GENERAL DOCTRINE OF THE SOUL IS TO BE RECEIVED, NAMELY, THAT IT IS NOT SOWN AT THE SAME TIME WITH THE BODY, BUT IS BEFORE IT, AND IS THEN, FOR VARIOUS CAUSES, CLOTHED WITH FLESH AND BLOOD; THEN THE WORDS " SENT FROM GOD " WILL NOT APPEAR TO BE APPLICABLE TO JOHN ALONE. THE MOST-EVIL OF ALL, THE MAN OF SIN, THE SON OF PERDITION, IS SAID BY PAUL TO BE SENT BY GOD: " GOD SENDS THEM A WORKING OF ERROR THAT THEY SHOULD BELIEVE A LIE; THAT THEY ALL MIGHT BE JUDGED WHO BELIEVED NOT THE TRUTH, BUT HAD PLEASURE IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. " BUT OUR PRESENT QUESTION MAY, PERHAPS, BE SOLVED IN THIS WAY, THAT AS EVERY MAN IS A MAN OF GOD, SIMPLY BECAUSE GOD CREATED HIM, BUT NOT EVERY MAN IS CALLED A MAN OF GOD, BUT ONLY HE WHO HAS DEVOTED HIMSELF TO GOD, SUCH AS ELIJAH AND THOSE WHO ARE CALLED MEN OF GOD IN THE SCRIPTURES, THUS EVERY MAN MIGHT BE SAID IN ORDINARY LANGUAGE TO BE SENT FROM GOD, BUT IN THE ABSOLUTE SENSE NO ONE IS TO BE SPOKEN OF IN THIS WAY WHO HAS NOT ENTERED THIS LIFE FOR A DIVINE MINISTRY AND IN THE SERVICE OF THE SALVATION OF MANKIND. WE DO NOT FIND IT SAID OF ANY ONE BUT THE SAINTS THAT HE IS SENT BY GOD. IT IS SAID OF ISAIAH AS WE SHOWED BEFORE; IT IS ALSO SAID OF JEREMIAH, " TO WHOMSOEVER I SHALL SEND YOU YOU SHALL GO " ; AND IT IS SAID OF EZEKIEL, EZEKIEL 2:3 " I SEND YOU TO NATIONS THAT ARE REBELLIOUS AND HAVE NOT BELIEVED IN ME. " THE EXAMPLES, HOWEVER, DO NOT EXPRESSLY SPEAK OF A MISSION FROM THE REGION OUTSIDE LIFE INTO LIFE, AND AS IT IS A MISSION INTO LIFE THAT WE ARE ENQUIRING ABOUT, THEY MAY SEEM TO HAVE LITTLE BEARING ON OUR SUBJECT. BUT THERE IS NOTHING ABSURD IN OUR TRANSFERRING THE ARGUMENT DERIVED FROM THEM TO OUR QUESTION. THEY TELL US THAT IT IS ONLY THE SAINTS, AND WE WERE SPEAKING OF THEM, WHOM GOD IS SAID TO SEND, AND IN THIS SENSE, THEY MAY BE APPLIED TO THE CASE OF THOSE WHO ARE SENT INTO THIS LIFE.
25. ARGUMENT FROM THE PRAYER OF JOSEPH, TO SHOW THAT THE BAPTIST MAY HAVE BEEN AN ANGEL WHO BECAME A MAN.
AS WE ARE NOW ENGAGED WITH WHAT IS SAID OF JOHN, AND ARE ASKING ABOUT HIS MISSION, I MAY TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO STATE THE VIEW WHICH I ENTERTAIN ABOUT HIM. WE HAVE READ THIS PROPHECY ABOUT HIM, " BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER (ANGEL) BEFORE THY FACE, WHO SHALL PREPARE THY WAY BEFORE THEE; " AND AT THIS WE ASK IF IT CAN BE ONE OF THE HOLY ANGELS WHO IS SENT DOWN ON THIS MINISTRY AS FORERUNNER OF OUR SAVIOUR. NO WONDER IF, WHEN THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION WAS ASSUMING A HUMAN BODY, SOME OF THEM SHOULD HAVE BEEN FILLED WITH LOVE TO MAN AND BECOME ADMIRERS AND FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST, AND THOUGHT IT GOOD TO MINISTER TO HIS KINDNESS TOWARDS MAN BY HAVING A BODY LIKE THAT OF MEN. AND WHO WOULD NOT BE MOVED AT THE THOUGHT OF HIS LEAPING FOR JOY WHEN YET IN THE BELLY, SURPASSING AS HE DID THE COMMON NATURE OF MAN? SHOULD THE PIECE ENTITLED " THE PRAYER OF JOSEPH, " ONE OF THE APOCRYPHAL WORKS CURRENT AMONG THE HEBREWS, BE THOUGHT WORTHY OF CREDENCE, THIS DOGMA WILL BE FOUND IN IT CLEARLY EXPRESSED. THOSE AT THE BEGINNING, IT IS REPRESENTED, HAVING SOME MARKED DISTINCTION BEYOND MEN, AND BEING MUCH GREATER THAN OTHER SOULS, BECAUSE THEY WERE ANGELS, THEY HAVE COME DOWN TO HUMAN NATURE. THUS JACOB SAYS: " I, JACOB, WHO SPEAK TO YOU, AND ISRAEL, I AM AN ANGEL OF GOD, A RULING SPIRIT, AND ABRAHAM AND ISAAC WERE CREATED BEFORE EVERY WORK OF GOD; AND I AM JACOB, CALLED JACOB BY MEN, BUT MY NAME IS ISRAEL, CALLED ISRAEL BY GOD, A MAN SEEING GOD, BECAUSE I AM THE FIRST-BORN OF EVERY CREATURE WHICH GOD CAUSED TO LIVE. " AND HE ADDS: " WHEN I WAS COMING FROM MESOPOTAMIA OF SYRIA, URIEL, THE ANGEL OF GOD, CAME FORTH, AND SAID, I HAVE COME DOWN TO THE EARTH AND MADE MY DWELLING AMONG MEN, AND I AM CALLED JACOB BY NAME. HE WAS WROTH WITH ME AND FOUGHT WITH ME AND WRESTLED AGAINST ME, SAYING THAT HIS NAME AND THE NAME OF HIM WHO IS BEFORE EVERY ANGEL SHOULD BE BEFORE MY NAME. AND I TOLD HIM HIS NAME AND HOW GREAT HE WAS AMONG THE SONS OF GOD; ART NOT THOU URIEL MY EIGHTH, AND I AM ISRAEL AND ARCHANGEL OF THE [SEXLESS] POWER OF THE LORD AND A CHIEF CAPTAIN AMONG THE SONS OF GOD? AM NOT I ISRAEL, THE FIRST MINISTER IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, AND I INVOKED MY GOD BY THE INEXTINGUISHABLE NAME? " IT IS LIKELY THAT THIS WAS REALLY SAID BY JACOB, AND WAS THEREFORE WRITTEN DOWN, AND THAT THERE IS ALSO A DEEPER MEANING IN WHAT WE ARE TOLD, " HE SUPPLANTED HIS BROTHER IN THE WOMB. " CONSIDER WHETHER THE CELEBRATED QUESTION ABOUT JACOB AND ESAU HAS A SOLUTION. WE READ, ROMANS 9:11-14 " THE CHILDREN BEING NOT YET BORN, NEITHER HAVING DONE ANYTHING GOOD OR BAD, THAT THE PURPOSE OF GOD ACCORDING TO ELECTION MIGHT STAND, NOT OF WORKS BUT OF HIM THAT CALLS, IT WAS SAID, " THE ELDER SHALL SERVE THE YOUNGER. " EVEN AS IT IS WRITTEN: " JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED. " WHAT SHALL WE SAY, THEN? IS THERE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WITH GOD? GOD, FORBID. " IF, THEN, WHEN THEY WERE NOT YET BORN, AND HAD NOT DONE ANYTHING EITHER GOOD OR EVIL, IN ORDER THAT GOD'S PURPOSE ACCORDING TO ELECTION MIGHT STAND, NOT OF WORKS, BUT OF HIM THAT CALLS, IF AT SUCH A PERIOD THIS WAS SAID, HOW IF WE DO NOT GO BACK TO THE WORKS DONE BEFORE THIS LIFE, CAN IT BE SAID THAT THERE IS NO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WITH GOD WHEN THE ELDER SERVES THE YOUNGER AND IS HATED (BY GOD) BEFORE HE HAS DONE ANYTHING WORTHY OF SLAVERY OR OF HATRED? WE HAVE MADE SOMETHING OF A DIGRESSION IN INTRODUCING THIS STORY ABOUT JACOB AND APPEALING TO A WRITING WHICH WE CANNOT WELL TREAT WITH CONTEMPT; BUT IT CERTAINLY ADDS WEIGHT TO OUR ARGUMENT ABOUT JOHN, TO THE EFFECT THAT AS ISAIAH'S VOICE DECLARES ISAIAH 40:3 HE IS AN ANGEL WHO ASSUMED A BODY FOR THE SAKE OF BEARING WITNESS TO THE LIGHT. SO MUCH ABOUT JOHN CONSIDERED AS A MAN.
26. JOHN IS VOICE, JESUS IS SPEECH. RELATION OF THESE TWO TO EACH OTHER.
NOW WE KNOW VOICE AND SPEECH TO BE DIFFERENT THINGS. THE VOICE CAN BE PRODUCED WITHOUT ANY MEANING AND WITH NO SPEECH IN IT, AND SIMILARLY SPEECH CAN BE REPORTED TO THE MIND WITHOUT VOICE, AS WHEN WE MAKE MENTAL EXCURSIONS, WITHIN OURSELVES. AND THUS, THE SAVIOUR IS, IN ONE VIEW OF HIM, SPEECH, AND JOHN DIFFERS FROM HIM; FOR AS THE SAVIOUR IS SPEECH, JOHN IS VOICE. JOHN HIMSELF INVITES ME TO TAKE THIS VIEW OF HIM, FOR TO THOSE WHO ASKED WHO HE WAS, HE ANSWERED, " I AM THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, PREPARE THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD! MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT! " THIS EXPLAINS, PERHAPS, HOW IT WAS THAT ZACHARIAS LOST HIS VOICE AT THE BIRTH OF THE VOICE WHICH POINTS OUT THE WORD OF GOD, AND ONLY RECOVERED IT WHEN THE VOICE, FORERUNNER OF THE WORD, WAS BORN. A VOICE MUST BE PERCEIVED WITH THE EARS IF THE MIND IS AFTERWARDS TO RECEIVE THE SPEECH WHICH THE VOICE INDICATES. HENCE, JOHN IS, IN POINT OF HIS BIRTH, A LITTLE OLDER THAN CHRIST, FOR OUR VOICE COMES TO US BEFORE OUR SPEECH. BUT JOHN ALSO POINTS TO CHRIST; FOR SPEECH IS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE VOICE. AND CHRIST IS BAPTIZED BY JOHN, THOUGH JOHN DECLARES HIMSELF TO HAVE NEED TO BE BAPTIZED BY CHRIST; FOR WITH MEN SPEECH IS PURIFIED BY VOICE, THOUGH THE NATURAL WAY IS THAT SPEECH SHOULD PURIFY THE VOICE WHICH INDICATES IT. IN A WORD, WHEN JOHN POINTS OUT CHRIST, IT IS MAN POINTING OUT GOD, THE SAVIOUR INCORPOREAL, THE VOICE POINTING OUT THE WORD.
27. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NAMES OF JOHN AND OF HIS PARENTS.
THE FORCE THAT IS IN NAMES MAY BE APPLIED IN MANY MATTERS, AND IT MAY BE WORTH OUR WHILE TO ASK AT THIS POINT WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NAMES JOHN AND ZACHARIAS. THE RELATIVES WISH, AS THE GIVING OF A NAME IS A THING NOT TO BE LIGHTLY DISPOSED OF, TO CALL THE CHILD ZACHARIAS, AND ARE SURPRISED THAT ELISABETH SHOULD WANT HIM TO BE CALLED JOHN. ZACHARIAS THEN WRITES, " HIS NAME IS JOHN, " AND IS AT ONCE FREED FROM HIS TROUBLESOME SILENCE. ON EXAMINING THE NAMES, THEN, WE FIND " JOANNES " TO BE " JOA " WITHOUT THE " NES. " THE NEW TESTAMENT GIVES HEBREW NAMES A GREEK FORM AND TREATS THEM AS GREEK WORDS; JACOB IS CHANGED INTO JACOBUS, SYMEON INTO SIMON, AND JOANNES IS THE SAME AS JOA. ZACHARIAS IS SAID TO BE MEMORY, AND ELISABETH " OATH OF MY GOD, " OR " STRENGTH OF MY GOD. " JOHN THEN CAME INTO THE WORLD FROM GRACE OF GOD (=JOA=JOANNES), AND HIS PARENTS WERE MEMORY (ABOUT GOD) AND THE OATH OF OUR GOD, ABOUT THE FATHERS. THUS, WAS HE BORN TO MAKE READY FOR THE LORD A PEOPLE FIT FOR HIM, AT THE END OF THE COVENANT NOW GROWN OLD, WHICH IS THE END OF THE SABBATIC PERIOD. HENCE IT IS NOT POSSIBLE THAT THE REST AFTER THE SABBATH SHOULD HAVE COME INTO EXISTENCE FROM THE SEVENTH OF OUR GOD; ON THE CONTRARY, IT IS OUR SAVIOUR WHO, AFTER THE PATTERN OF HIS OWN REST, CAUSED US TO BE MADE IN THE LIKENESS OF HIS DEATH, AND HENCE ALSO OF HIS RESURRECTION.
28. THE PROPHETS BORE WITNESS TO CHRIST AND FORETOLD MANY THINGS CONCERNING HIM.
" HE CAME FOR A WITNESS THAT HE MIGHT BEAR WITNESS OF THE LIGHT, THAT ALL THROUGH HIM MIGHT BELIEVE. " JOHN 1:7 SOME OF THE DISSENTERS FROM THE CHURCH'S DOCTRINE, MEN WHO PROFESS TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST, HAVE DESIRED ANOTHER BEING, AS INDEED THEIR SYSTEM REQUIRES, BESIDES THE CREATOR, AND HENCE CANNOT ALLOW HIS COMING TO THE WORLD TO HAVE BEEN FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS. THEY THEREFORE ENDEAVOUR TO GET RID OF THE TESTIMONIES OF THE PROPHETS ABOUT CHRIST, AND SAY THAT THE SON OF GOD HAS NO NEED OF WITNESSES, BUT THAT HE BRINGS WITH HIM HIS OWN EVIDENCE, PARTLY IN THE SOUND WORDS FULL OF POWER WHICH HE PROCLAIMED AND PARTLY IN THE WONDERFUL WORKS HE DID, WHICH WERE SUFFICIENT AT ONCE TO CONVINCE ANY ONE WHATEVER. THEN THEY SAY: IF MOSES IS BELIEVED ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WORD AND HIS WORKS, AND HAS NO NEED OF ANY WITNESSES TO ANNOUNCE HIM BEFOREHAND, AND IF THE PROPHETS WERE RECEIVED, EVERY ONE OF THEM, BY THESE PEOPLE, AS MESSENGERS FROM GOD, HOW SHOULD NOT ONE WHO IS MUCH GREATER THAN MOSES AND THE PROPHETS ACCOMPLISH HIS MISSION AND BENEFIT THE HUMAN RACE, WITHOUT PROPHETS TO BEAR WITNESS ABOUT HIM? THEY REGARD IT AS SUPERFLUOUS THAT HE SHOULD HAVE BEEN FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS, SINCE THE PROPHETS WERE CONCERNED, AS THESE OPPONENTS WOULD SAY, THAT THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN CHRIST SHOULD NOT RECEIVE HIM AS A NEW GOD, AND THEREFORE DID WHAT THEY COULD TO BRING THEM TO THAT SAME GOD WHOM MOSES AND THE PROPHETS TAUGHT BEFORE JESUS. TO THIS WE MUST SAY THAT AS THERE ARE MANY CAUSES WHICH MAY LEAD MEN TO BELIEVE, SINCE MEN WHO ARE NOT MOVED BY ONE ARGUMENT MAY BE BY ANOTHER, SO GOD IS ABLE TO PROVIDE FOR MEN A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS, ANY OF WHICH MAY CAUSE THEIR MINDS TO OPEN TO THE TRUTH THAT GOD, WHO IS OVER ALL, HAS TAKEN ON HIMSELF HUMAN NATURE. IT IS MANIFEST TO ALL, HOW SOME ARE BROUGHT BY THE PROPHETIC WRITINGS TO THE ADMIRATION OF CHRIST. THEY ARE ASTOUNDED AT THE VOICES OF SO MANY PROPHETS BEFORE HIM, WHICH ESTABLISH THE PLACE OF HIS BIRTH, THE COUNTRY OF HIS UPBRINGING, THE POWER OF HIS TEACHING, HIS WORKING OF WONDERFUL WORKS, AND HIS HUMAN PASSION BROUGHT TO A CLOSE BY HIS RESURRECTION. WE MUST NOTICE, TOO, THAT CHRIST'S STUPENDOUS ACTS OF POWER WERE ABLE TO BRING TO THE FAITH THOSE OF CHRIST'S OWN TIME, BUT THAT THEY LOST THEIR DEMONSTRATIVE FORCE WITH THE LAPSE OF YEARS AND BEGAN TO BE REGARDED AS MYTHICAL. GREATER EVIDENTIAL VALUE THAN THAT OF THE MIRACLES THEN PERFORMED ATTACHES TO THE COMPARISON WHICH WE NOW MAKE BETWEEN THESE MIRACLES AND THE PROPHECY OF THEM; THIS MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE STUDENT TO CAST ANY DOUBT ON THE FORMER. THE PROPHETIC TESTIMONIES DO NOT DECLARE MERELY THE ADVENT OF THE MESSIAH; IT IS BY NO MEANS THE CASE THAT THEY TEACH THIS AND NOTHING ELSE. THEY TEACH A GREAT DEAL OF THEOLOGY. THE RELATION OF THE FATHER TO THE SON AND OF THE SON TO THE FATHER MAY BE LEARNED NOT LESS FROM WHAT THE PROPHETS ANNOUNCE ABOUT CHRIST, THAN FROM THE APOSTLES NARRATING THE SPLENDOURS OF THE SON OF GOD. A PARALLEL CASE, WHICH WE MAY VENTURE TO ADDUCE, IS THAT OF THE MARTYRS, WHO WERE HONOURED BY THE WITNESS THEY BORE HIM, AND BY NO MEANS CONFERRED ANY FAVOUR ON HIM BY THEIR WITNESSING FOR THE SON OF GOD. AND HOW IS IT IF, AS MANY OF CHRIST'S TRUE DISCIPLES WERE HONOURED BY HAVING THUS TO WITNESS FOR HIM, SO THE PROPHETS RECEIVED FROM GOD AS THEIR SPECIAL GIFT THAT OF UNDERSTANDING ABOUT CHRIST AND ANNOUNCING HIM BEFORE, AND THAT THEY TAUGHT NOT ONLY THOSE LIVING AFTER CHRIST'S ADVENT HOW THEY SHOULD REGARD THE SON OF GOD, BUT THOSE ALSO WHO LIVED IN THE GENERATIONS BEFORE HIM? AS HE WHO IN THESE TIMES DOES NOT KNOW THE SON HAS NOT THE FATHER EITHER, 1 JOHN 2:23 SO ALSO, WE ARE TO UNDERSTAND IT WAS IN THESE EARLIER TIMES. HENCE " ABRAHAM REJOICED TO SEE THE DAY OF CHRIST, AND HE SAW IT AND WAS GLAD. " JOHN 8:56 HE, THEREFORE, WHO DECLARES THAT THEY ARE NOT TO TESTIFY ABOUT CHRIST IS SEEKING TO DEPRIVE THE CHORUS OF THE PROPHETS OF THE GREATEST GIFT THEY HAVE; FOR WHAT OFFICE OF EQUAL IMPORTANCE WOULD BE LEFT TO PROPHECY, INSPIRED AS IT IS BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, IF ALL CONNECTION WITH THE ECONOMY OF OUR LORD AND MASTER WERE TAKEN AWAY FROM IT? FOR AS THESE HAVE THEIR FAITH WELL ORDERED WHO APPROACH THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE THROUGH MEDIATOR AND HIGH-PRIEST AND PARACLETE, AND AS HIS RELIGION IS A HALTING ONE WHO DOES NOT GO IN THROUGH THE DOOR TO THE FATHER, SO ALSO IN THE CASE OF MEN OF OLD TIME. THEIR RELIGION WAS SANCTIFIED AND MADE ACCEPTABLE TO GOD BY THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND FAITH AND EXPECTATION OF CHRIST. FOR WE HAVE OBSERVED THAT GOD DECLARES HIMSELF TO BE A WITNESS AND EXHORTS THEM ALL TO DECLARE THE SAME ABOUT CHRIST, AND TO BE IMITATORS OF HIM, BEARING WITNESS OF HIM TO ALL WHO REQUIRE IT. FOR HE SAYS, ISAIAH 43:10 " BE WITNESSES FOR ME, AND I AM WITNESS, SAYS THE LORD GOD, AND MY SERVANT WHOM I HAVE CHOSEN. " NOW EVERY ONE WHO BEARS WITNESS TO THE TRUTH, WHETHER HE SUPPORT IT BY WORDS OR DEEDS, OR IN WHATEVER WAY, MAY PROPERLY BE CALLED A WITNESS (MARTYR); BUT IT HAS COME TO BE THE CUSTOM OF THE BROTHERHOOD, SINCE THEY ARE STRUCK WITH ADMIRATION OF THOSE WHO HAVE CONTENDED TO THE DEATH FOR TRUTH AND VALOUR, TO KEEP THE NAME OF MARTYR MORE PROPERLY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BORNE WITNESS TO THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS BY SHEDDING THEIR BLOOD FOR IT. THE SAVIOUR GIVES THE NAME OF MARTYR TO EVERY ONE WHO BEARS WITNESS TO THE TRUTH HE DECLARES; THUS, AT THE ASCENSION HE SAYS TO HIS DISCIPLES: ACTS 1:8 " YOU SHALL BE MY WITNESSES IN JERUSALEM AND IN JUDÆA AND IN SAMARIA AND UNTO THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE EARTH. " THE LEPER WHO WAS CLEANSED MATTHEW 8:4 HAD STILL TO BRING THE GIFT WHICH MOSES COMMANDED FOR A TESTIMONY TO THOSE WHO DID NOT BELIEVE IN THE CHRIST. IN THE SAME WAY THE MARTYRS BEAR WITNESS FOR A TESTIMONY TO THE UNBELIEVING, AND SO DO ALL THE SAINTS WHOSE DEEDS SHINE BEFORE MEN. THEY SPEND THEIR LIFE REJOICING IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST AND BEARING WITNESS TO THE TRUE LIGHT.
29. THE SIX TESTIMONIES OF THE BAPTIST ENUMERATED. JESUS' "COME AND SEE." SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TENTH HOUR.
ACCORDINGLY, JOHN CAME TO BEAR WITNESS OF THE LIGHT, AND IN HIS WITNESS-BEARING HE CRIED, SAYING, " HE THAT COMES AFTER ME EXISTS BEFORE ME; FOR HE WAS BEFORE ME; FOR OF HIS FULNESS WE HAVE ALL RECEIVED AND GRACE FOR GRACE, FOR THE LAW WAS GIVEN BY MOSES, BUT GRACE AND TRUTH CAME THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. NO ONE HAS SEEN GOD AT ANY TIME; THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN GOD, WHO IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, HE HAS DECLARED HIM. " THIS WHOLE SPEECH IS FROM THE MOUTH OF THE BAPTIST BEARING WITNESS TO THE CHRIST. SOME TAKE IT OTHERWISE, AND CONSIDER THAT THE WORDS FROM " FOR OF HIS FULNESS " TO " HE HAS DECLARED HIM " ARE FROM THE WRITER, JOHN THE APOSTLE. THE TRUE STATE OF THE CASE IS THAT JOHN'S FIRST TESTIMONY BEGINS, AS WE SAID BEFORE, " HE THAT COMES AFTER ME, " AND ENDS, " HE HAS DECLARED HIM, " AND HIS SECOND TESTIMONY IS THAT SPOKEN TO THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES SENT FROM JERUSALEM, WHOM THE JEWS HAD SENT. TO THEM HE CONFESSES AND DOES NOT DENY THE TRUTH, NAMELY, THAT HE IS NOT THE CHRIST, NOR ELIJAH, NOR THE PROPHET, BUT " THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, MAKE STRAIGHT THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, AS SAYS ISAIAH THE PROPHET. " AFTER THIS THERE IS ANOTHER TESTIMONY OF THE SAME BAPTIST TO CHRIST, STILL TEACHING HIS SUPERIOR NATURE, WHICH GOES FORTH INTO THE WHOLE WORLD AND ENTERS INTO REASONABLE SOULS. HE SAYS, " THERE STANDS ONE AMONG YOU WHOM YOU KNOW NOT, EVEN HE THAT COMES AFTER ME, THE LATCHET OF WHOSE SHOE I AM NOT WORTHY TO UNLOOSE. " CONSIDER IF, SINCE THE HEART IS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WHOLE BODY, AND THE RULING PRINCIPLE IN THE HEART, THE SAYING, " THERE STANDS ONE AMONG YOU WHOM YOU KNOW NOT, " CAN BE UNDERSTOOD OF THE REASON WHICH IS IN EVERY MAN. JOHN'S FOURTH TESTIMONY OF CHRIST AFTER THESE POINTS TO HIS HUMAN SUFFERINGS. HE SAYS, " BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, WHICH TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD. THIS IS HE OF WHOM I SAID, AFTER ME COMES A MAN WHO EXISTS BEFORE ME, FOR HE WAS BEFORE ME. AND I KNEW HIM NOT, BUT THAT HE SHOULD BE MADE MANIFEST TO ISRAEL, THEREFORE AM I COME BAPTIZING WITH WATER. " AND THE FIFTH TESTIMONY IS RECORDED IN THE WORDS, " I BEHELD THE SPIRIT DESCENDING AS A DOVE OUT OF HEAVEN, AND IT ABODE UPON HIM, AND I KNEW HIM NOT, BUT HE THAT SENT ME TO BAPTIZE WITH WATER, HE SAID UNTO ME, UPON WHOMSOEVER YOU SHALL SEE THE SPIRIT DESCENDING AND ABIDING UPON HIM, THE SAME IS HE THAT BAPTIZES WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. AND I HAVE SEEN AND BORNE WITNESS THAT THIS IS THE SON OF GOD. " IN THE SIXTH PLACE JOHN WITNESSES OF CHRIST TO THE TWO DISCIPLES: " HE LOOKED ON JESUS AS HE WALKED AND SAYS, BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD. " AFTER THIS TESTIMONY THE TWO DISCIPLES WHO HEARD IT FOLLOWED JESUS; AND JESUS TURNED AND BEHELD THEM FOLLOWING, AND SAYS UNTO THEM, " WHAT SEEK YE? " PERHAPS IT IS NOT WITHOUT SIGNIFICANCE THAT AFTER SIX TESTIMONIES JOHN CEASES FROM HIS WITNESS-BEARING AND JESUS BRINGS FORWARD IN THE SEVENTH PLACE HIS " WHAT SEEK YE? " VERY BECOMING IN THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN HELPED BY JOHN'S TESTIMONY IS THE SPEECH IN WHICH THEY ADDRESS CHRIST AS THEIR MASTER, AND DECLARE THEIR WISH TO SEE THE DWELLING OF THE SON OF GOD; FOR THEY SAY TO HIM, " RABBI, " WHICH ANSWERS TO " MASTER, " IN OUR LANGUAGE, " WHERE DWELLEST THOU? " AND SINCE EVERY ONE THAT SEEKS FINDS, WHEN JOHN'S DISCIPLES SEEK JESUS' DWELLING, JESUS SHOWS IT TO THEM, SAYING, " COME AND SEE. " BY THE WORD " COME " HE EXHORTS THEM PERHAPS TO THE PRACTICAL PART OF LIFE, WHILE THE " SEE " IS TO SUGGEST TO THEM THAT THAT SPECULATION WHICH COMES IN THE TRAIN OF RIGHT CONDUCT WILL BE VOUCHSAFED TO THOSE WHO DESIRE IT; IN JESUS' DWELLING THEY WILL HAVE IT. AFTER THEY HAD ASKED WHERE JESUS DWELLS, AND HAD FOLLOWED THE MASTER AND HAD SEEN, THEY DESIRED TO STAY WITH HIM AND TO SPEND THAT DAY WITH THE SON OF GOD. NOW THE NUMBER TEN IS A SACRED ONE, NOT A FEW MYSTERIES BEING INDICATED BY IT; AND SO, WE ARE TO UNDERSTAND THAT THE MENTION OF THE TENTH HOUR AS THAT AT WHICH THESE DISCIPLES TURNED IN WITH JESUS, IS NOT WITHOUT SIGNIFICANCE. OF THESE DISCIPLES, ANDREW, THE BROTHER OF SIMON PETER, IS ONE; AND HE HAVING PROFITED BY THIS DAY WITH JESUS AND HAVING FOUND HIS OWN BROTHER SIMON (PERHAPS HE HAD NOT FOUND HIM BEFORE), TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD FOUND THE MESSIAH, WHICH IS, BEING INTERPRETED, CHRIST. IT IS WRITTEN THAT " HE THAT SEEKS FINDS. " NOW HE HAD SOUGHT WHERE JESUS DWELT, AND HAD FOLLOWED HIM AND LOOKED UPON HIS DWELLING; HE STAYS WITH THE LORD " AT THE TENTH HOUR, " AND FINDS THE SON OF GOD, THE WORD, AND WISDOM, AND IS RULED BY HIM AS KING. THAT IS WHY HE SAYS, " WE HAVE FOUND THE MESSIAH, " AND THIS A THING WHICH EVERY ONE CAN SAY WHO HAS FOUND THIS WORD OF GOD AND IS RULED AS BY A KING, BY HIS DIVINITY. AS A FRUIT HE AT ONCE BRINGS HIS BROTHER TO CHRIST, AND CHRIST DEIGNED TO LOOK UPON SIMON, THAT IS TO SAY, BY LOOKING AT HIM TO VISIT AND ENLIGHTEN HIS RULING PRINCIPLE; AND SIMON BY JESUS' LOOKING AT HIM WAS ENABLED TO GROW STRONG, SO AS TO EARN A NEW NAME FROM THAT WORK OF FIRMNESS AND STRENGTH, AND TO BE CALLED PETER.
30. HOW JOHN WAS A WITNESS OF CHRIST, AND SPECIALLY OF "THE LIGHT." 
IT MAY BE ASKED WHY WE SHOULD HAVE GONE THROUGH ALL THIS WHEN THE VERSE BEFORE US IS, " HE CAME FOR WITNESS, THAT HE MIGHT BEAR WITNESS OF THE LIGHT. " BUT IT WAS NECESSARY TO GIVE JOHN'S TESTIMONIES TO THE LIGHT, AND TO SHOW THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY TOOK PLACE, AND ALSO, IN ORDER TO SHOW HOW EFFECTIVE JOHN'S TESTIMONY PROVED, TO SET FORTH THE HELP IT AFFORDED AFTERWARDS TO THOSE TO WHOM HE BORE IT. BUT BEFORE ALL THESE TESTIMONIES THERE WAS AN EARLIER ONE WHEN THE BAPTIST LEAPED IN THE WOMB OF ELISABETH AT THE GREETING OF MARY. THAT WAS A TESTIMONY TO CHRIST AND ATTESTED HIS DIVINE CONCEPTION AND BIRTH. AND WHAT MORE NEED I SAY? JOHN IS EVERYWHERE A WITNESS AND FORERUNNER OF CHRIST. HE ANTICIPATES HIS BIRTH AND DIES A LITTLE BEFORE THE DEATH OF THE SON OF GOD, AND THUS WITNESSES NOT ONLY FOR THOSE AT THE TIME OF THE BIRTH, BUT TO THOSE WHO WERE EXPECTING THE FREEDOM WHICH WAS TO COME FOR MAN THROUGH THE DEATH OF CHRIST. THUS, IN ALL HIS LIFE, HE IS A LITTLE BEFORE CHRIST, AND EVERYWHERE MAKES READY FOR THE LORD A PEOPLE PREPARED FOR HIM. AND JOHN'S TESTIMONY PRECEDES ALSO THE SECOND AND DIVINER COMING OF CHRIST, FOR WE READ, MATTHEW 11:14-15 " IF YOU WILL RECEIVE IT, THIS IS ELIJAH WHICH IS TO COME. HE THAT HAS EARS TO HEAR LET HIM HEAR. " NOW, THERE WAS A BEGINNING, IN WHICH THE WORD WAS,—AND WE SAW FROM PROVERBS THAT THAT BEGINNING WAS WISDOM,—AND THE WORD WAS IN EXISTENCE, AND IN THE WORD LIFE WAS MADE, AND THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN; AND ALL THIS BEING SO, I ASK WHY THE MAN WHO CAME, SENT FROM GOD, WHOSE NAME WAS JOHN, WHY HE CAME FOR WITNESS TO BEAR WITNESS ESPECIALLY OF THE LIGHT? WHY DID HE NOT COME TO BEAR WITNESS OF THE LIFE, OR OF THE WORD, OR ABOUT THE BEGINNING, OR ABOUT ANY OTHER OF THE MANY ASPECTS IN WHICH CHRIST APPEARS? CONSIDER HERE THE TEXTS, " THE PEOPLE WHICH SAT IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, " AND " THE LIGHT SHINES IN DARKNESS, AND THE DARKNESS OVERTOOK IT NOT, " AND CONSIDER HOW THOSE WHO ARE IN DARKNESS, THAT IS, MEN, HAVE NEED OF LIGHT. FOR IF THE LIGHT OF MEN SHINES IN DARKNESS, AND THERE IS NO ACTIVE POWER IN DARKNESS TO ATTAIN TO IT, THEN WE MUST PARTAKE OF OTHER ASPECTS OF CHRIST; AT PRESENT WE HAVE NO REAL SHARE OF HIM AT ALL. FOR WHAT SHARE HAVE WE OF LIFE, WE WHO ARE STILL IN THE BODY OF DEATH, AND WHOSE LIFE IS HID WITH CHRIST IN GOD? COLOSSIANS 3:3-4 " FOR WHEN CHRIST WHO IS OUR LIFE SHALL APPEAR, THEN SHALL WE ALSO APPEAR WITH HIM IN GLORY. " IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE, THEREFORE, THAT HE WHO CAME SHOULD BEAR WITNESS ABOUT A LIFE WHICH IS STILL HID WITH CHRIST IN GOD. NOR DID HE COME FOR WITNESS TO BEAR WITNESS OF THE WORD, FOR WE KNOW THE WORD WHO WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD AND WHO IS GOD THE WORD; FOR THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH ON THE EARTH. AND THOUGH THE WITNESS HAD BEEN, AT LEAST APPARENTLY, ABOUT THE WORD, IT WOULD IN FACT HAVE BEEN ABOUT THE WORD MADE FLESH AND NOT ABOUT THE WORD OF GOD. HE DID NOT COME, THEREFORE, TO BEAR WITNESS OF THE WORD. AND HOW COULD THERE BE ANY WITNESS-BEARING ABOUT WISDOM, TO THOSE WHO, EVEN IF THEY APPEAR TO KNOW SOMETHING, CANNOT UNDERSTAND PURE TRUTH, BUT BEHOLD IT THROUGH A GLASS AND IN AN ENIGMA? IT IS LIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT BEFORE THE SECOND AND DIVINER ADVENT OF CHRIST, JOHN OR ELIAS WILL COME TO BEAR WITNESS ABOUT LIFE A LITTLE BEFORE CHRIST OUR LIFE IS MADE MANIFEST, AND THAT THEN THEY WILL BEAR WITNESS ABOUT THE WORD, AND OFFER ALSO THEIR TESTIMONY ABOUT WISDOM. SOME INQUIRY IS NECESSARY WHETHER A TESTIMONY SUCH AS THAT OF JOHN IS TO PRECEDE EACH OF THE ASPECTS OF CHRIST. SO MUCH FOR THE WORDS, " HE CAME FOR WITNESS, TO BEAR WITNESS OF THE LIGHT. " WHAT WE ARE TO UNDERSTAND BY THE FURTHER WORDS, " THAT ALL MIGHT BELIEVE THROUGH HIM, " MAY BE CONSIDERED LATER.
COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (BOOK IV)
1. HE WHO DISTINGUISHES IN HIMSELF VOICE AND MEANING AND THINGS FOR WHICH THE MEANING STANDS, WILL NOT BE OFFENDED AT RUDENESS OF LANGUAGE IF, ON ENQUIRY, HE FINDS THE THINGS SPOKEN OF TO BE SOUND. THE MORE MAY THIS BE SO WHEN WE REMEMBER HOW THE HOLY MEN ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR SPEECH AND THEIR PREACHING TO BE NOT IN PERSUASION OF THE WISDOM OF WORDS, BUT IN DEMONSTRATION OF THE SPIRIT AND OF POWER…
2. THE APOSTLES ARE NOT UNAWARE THAT IN SOME THINGS THEY GIVE OFFENCE, AND THAT IN SOME RESPECTS THEIR CULTURE IS DEFECTIVE, AND THEY CONFESS THEMSELVES 2 CORINTHIANS 11:6 ACCORDINGLY TO BE RUDE IN SPEECH BUT NOT IN KNOWLEDGE; FOR WE MUST CONSIDER THAT THE OTHER APOSTLES WOULD HAVE SAID THIS, TOO, AS WELL AS PAUL. AS FOR THE TEXT, 2 CORINTHIANS 4:7 " BUT WE HAVE THIS TREASURE IN EARTHEN VESSELS, THAT THE EXCELLENCY OF THE POWER MAY BE OF GOD AND NOT OF US, " WE INTERPRET IT IN THIS WAY. BY " TREASURES " WE UNDERSTAND HERE, AS IN OTHER PASSAGES, THE TREASURE OF KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS) AND OF HIDDEN WISDOM. BY " EARTHEN VESSELS " WE UNDERSTAND THE HUMBLE DICTION OF THE SCRIPTURES, WHICH THE GREEK MIGHT SO READILY BE LED TO DESPISE, AND IN WHICH THE EXCELLENCY OF GOD'S POWER APPEARS SO CLEARLY. THE MYSTERY OF THE TRUTH AND THE POWER OF THE THINGS SAID WERE NOT HINDERED BY THE HUMBLE DICTION FROM TRAVELLING TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, NOR FROM SUBDUING TO THE WORD OF CHRIST, NOT ONLY THE FOOLISH THINGS OF THE WORLD, BUT SOMETIMES ITS WISE THINGS, TOO. FOR WE SEE OUR CALLING, 1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-27 NOT THAT NO WISE MAN ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, BUT THAT NOT MANY WISE ACCORDING TO THE FLESH. BUT PAUL, IN HIS PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL, IS A DEBTOR ROMANS 1:14 TO DELIVER THE WORD NOT TO BARBARIANS ONLY, BUT ALSO TO GREEKS, AND NOT ONLY TO THE UNWISE, WHO WOULD EASILY AGREE WITH HIM, BUT ALSO TO THE WISE. FOR HE WAS MADE SUFFICIENT 2 CORINTHIANS 3:6 BY GOD TO BE A MINISTER OF THE NEW COVENANT, WIELDING THE DEMONSTRATION OF THE SPIRIT AND OF POWER, SO THAT WHEN THE BELIEVERS AGREED WITH HIM THEIR BELIEF SHOULD NOT BE IN THE WISDOM OF MEN, BUT IN THE POWER OF GOD. FOR, PERHAPS, IF THE SCRIPTURE POSSESSED, LIKE THE WORKS THE GREEKS ADMIRE, ELEGANCE AND COMMAND OF DICTION, THEN IT WOULD BE OPEN TO SUPPOSE THAT NOT THE TRUTH OF THEM HAD LAID HOLD OF MEN, BUT THAT THE APPARENT SEQUENCE AND SPLENDOUR OF LANGUAGE HAD CARRIED OFF THE HEARERS, AND HAD CARRIED THEM OFF BY GUILE.
COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (BOOK V)
YOU ARE NOT CONTENT TO FULFIL THE OFFICE, WHEN I AM PRESENT WITH YOU, OF A TASKMASTER TO DRIVE ME TO LABOUR AT THEOLOGY; EVEN WHEN I AM ABSENT YOU DEMAND THAT I SHOULD SPEND MOST OF MY TIME ON YOU AND ON THE TASK, I HAVE TO DO FOR YOU. I, FOR MY PART, AM INCLINED TO SHRINK FROM TOIL, AND TO AVOID THAT DANGER WHICH THREATENS FROM GOD THOSE WHO GIVE THEMSELVES TO WRITING ON DIVINITY; THUS, I WOULD TAKE SHELTER IN SCRIPTURE IN REFRAINING FROM MAKING MANY BOOKS. FOR SOLOMON SAYS IN ECCLESIASTES, " MY SON, BEWARE OF MAKING MANY BOOKS; THERE IS NO END OF IT, AND MUCH STUDY IS A WEARINESS OF THE FLESH. " FOR WE, EXCEPT THAT TEXT HAVE SOME HIDDEN MEANING WHICH WE DO NOT YET PERCEIVE, HAVE DIRECTLY TRANSGRESSED THE INJUNCTION, WE HAVE NOT GUARDED OURSELVES AGAINST MAKING MANY BOOKS.
2. HOW SCRIPTURE WARNS US AGAINST MAKING MANY BOOKS.
FOR, TO JUDGE BY THE WORDS OF THE PHRASE, " MY SON, BEWARE OF MAKING MANY BOOKS, " TWO THINGS APPEAR TO BE INDICATED BY IT: FIRST, THAT WE OUGHT NOT TO POSSESS MANY BOOKS, AND THEN THAT WE OUGHT NOT TO COMPOSE MANY BOOKS. IF THE FIRST IS NOT THE MEANING THE SECOND MUST BE, AND IF THE SECOND IS THE MEANING THE FIRST DOES NOT NECESSARILY FOLLOW. IN EITHER CASE WE APPEAR TO BE TOLD THAT WE OUGHT NOT TO MAKE MANY BOOKS. I MIGHT TAKE MY STAND ON THIS DICTUM WHICH NOW CONFRONTS US, AND SEND YOU THE TEXT AS AN EXCUSE, AND I MIGHT APPEAL IN SUPPORT OF THIS POSITION TO THE FACT THAT NOT EVEN THE SAINTS FOUND LEISURE TO COMPOSE MANY BOOKS; AND THUS, I MIGHT CRY OFF FROM THE BARGAIN WE MADE WITH EACH OTHER, AND GIVE UP WRITING WHAT I WAS TO SEND TO YOU. YOU, ON YOUR SIDE, WOULD NO DOUBT FEEL THE FORCE OF THE TEXT I HAVE CITED, AND MIGHT, FOR THE FUTURE, EXCUSE ME. BUT WE MUST TREAT SCRIPTURE CONSCIENTIOUSLY, AND MUST NOT CONGRATULATE OURSELVES BECAUSE WE SEE THE PRIMARY MEANING OF A TEXT, THAT WE UNDERSTAND IT ALTOGETHER. I DO NOT, THEREFORE, SHRINK FROM BRINGING FORWARD WHAT EXCUSE I THINK I AM ABLE TO OFFER FOR MYSELF, AND TO POINT OUT THE ARGUMENTS, WHICH YOU WOULD CERTAINLY USE AGAINST ME, IF I ACTED CONTRARY TO OUR AGREEMENT. AND IN THE FIRST PLACE, THE SACRED HISTORY SEEMS TO AGREE WITH THE TEXT IN QUESTION, INASMUCH AS NONE OF THE SAINTS COMPOSED SEVERAL WORKS, OR SET FORTH HIS VIEWS IN A NUMBER OF BOOKS. I WILL TAKE UP THIS POINT: WHEN I PROCEED TO WRITE A NUMBER OF BOOKS, THE CRITIC WILL REMIND ME THAT EVEN SUCH A ONE AS MOSES LEFT BEHIND HIM ONLY FIVE BOOKS.
3. THE APOSTLES WROTE LITTLE. 
BUT HE WHO WAS MADE FIT TO BE A MINISTER OF THE NEW COVENANT, NOT OF THE LETTER, BUT OF THE SPIRIT, PAUL, WHO FULFILLED THE GOSPEL FROM JERUSALEM ROUND ABOUT TO ILLYRICUM, ROMANS 15:19 DID NOT WRITE EPISTLES TO ALL THE CHURCHES HE TAUGHT, AND TO THOSE TO WHOM HE DID WRITE HE SENT NO MORE THAN A FEW LINES. AND PETER, ON WHOM THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS BUILT, AGAINST WHICH THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL MATTHEW 16:18 LEFT ONLY ONE EPISTLE OF ACKNOWLEDGED GENUINENESS. SUPPOSE WE ALLOW THAT HE LEFT A SECOND; FOR THIS IS DOUBTFUL. WHAT ARE WE TO SAY OF HIM WHO LEANED ON JESUS' BREAST, NAMELY, JOHN, WHO LEFT ONE GOSPEL, THOUGH CONFESSING THAT HE COULD MAKE SO MANY THAT THE WORLD WOULD NOT CONTAIN THEM? BUT HE WROTE ALSO THE APOCALYPSE, BEING COMMANDED TO BE SILENT AND NOT TO WRITE THE VOICES OF THE SEVEN THUNDERS. REVELATION 10:4 BUT HE ALSO LEFT AN EPISTLE OF VERY FEW LINES. SUPPOSE ALSO A SECOND AND A THIRD, SINCE NOT ALL PRONOUNCE THESE TO BE GENUINE; BUT THE TWO TOGETHER DO NOT AMOUNT TO A HUNDRED LINES.
4. I FEEL MYSELF GROWING DIZZY WITH ALL THIS, AND WONDER WHETHER, IN OBEYING YOU, I HAVE NOT BEEN OBEYING GOD, NOR WALKING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE SAINTS, UNLESS IT BE THAT MY TOO GREAT LOVE TO YOU, AND MY UNWILLINGNESS TO CAUSE YOU ANY PAIN, HAS LED ME ASTRAY AND CAUSED ME TO THINK OF ALL THESE EXCUSES. WE STARTED FROM THE WORDS OF THE PREACHER, WHERE HE SAYS: " MY SON, BEWARE OF MAKING MANY BOOKS. " WITH THIS I COMPARE A SAYING FROM THE PROVERBS OF THE SAME SOLOMON, " IN THE MULTITUDE OF WORDS YOU SHALL NOT ESCAPE SIN; BUT IN SPARING YOUR LIPS YOU SHALL BE WISE. " HERE I ASK WHETHER SPEAKING MANY WORDS OF WHATEVER KIND IS A MULTITUDE OF WORDS (IN THE SENSE OF THE PREACHER), EVEN IF THE MANY WORDS A MAN SPEAKS ARE SACRED AND CONNECTED WITH SALVATION. IF THIS BE THE CASE, AND IF HE WHO MAKES USE OF MANY SALUTARY WORDS IS GUILTY OF " MULTITUDE OF WORDS, " THEN SOLOMON HIMSELF DID NOT ESCAPE THIS SIN, FOR " HE SPOKE 1 KINGS 4:32 THREE THOUSAND PROVERBS, AND FIVE THOUSAND SONGS, AND HE SPOKE OF TREES FROM THE CEDAR THAT IS IN LEBANON EVEN UNTO THE HYSSOP THAT SPRINGS OUT OF THE WALL, HE SPOKE ALSO OF BEASTS AND OF FOWL, AND OF CREEPING THINGS AND OF FISHES. " HOW, I MAY ASK, CAN ANY ONE GIVE ANY COURSE OF INSTRUCTION, WITHOUT A MULTITUDE OF WORDS, USING THE PHRASE IN ITS SIMPLEST SENSE? DOES NOT WISDOM HERSELF SAY TO THOSE WHO ARE PERISHING, PROVERBS 1:24 "I STRETCHED OUT MY WORDS, AND YOU HEEDED NOT"? DO WE NOT FIND PAUL, TOO, EXTENDING HIS DISCOURSE FROM MORNING TO MIDNIGHT, IN ACTS 20:7-9 WHEN EUTYCHUS WAS BORNE DOWN WITH SLEEP AND FELL DOWN, TO THE DISMAY OF THE HEARERS, WHO THOUGHT HE WAS KILLED? IF, THEN, THE WORDS ARE TRUE, " IN MUCH SPEAKING YOU WILL NOT ESCAPE SIN, " AND IF SOLOMON WAS YET NOT GUILTY OF GREAT SIN WHEN HE DISCOURSED ON THE SUBJECTS ABOVE MENTIONED, NOR PAUL WHEN HE PROLONGED HIS DISCOURSE TILL MIDNIGHT, THEN THE QUESTION ARISES, WHAT IS THAT MUCH SPEAKING WHICH IS REFERRED TO? AND THEN WE MAY PASS ON TO CONSIDER WHAT ARE THE MANY BOOKS. NOW THE ENTIRE WORD OF GOD, WHO WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD, IS NOT MUCH SPEAKING, IS NOT WORDS; FOR THE WORD IS ONE, BEING COMPOSED OF THE MANY SPECULATIONS (THEOREMATA), EACH OF WHICH IS A PART OF THE WORD IN ITS ENTIRETY. WHATEVER WORDS THERE BE OUTSIDE OF THIS ONE, WHICH PROMISE TO GIVE ANY DESCRIPTION AND EXPOSITION, EVEN THOUGH THEY BE WORDS ABOUT TRUTH, NONE OF THESE, TO PUT IT IN A SOMEWHAT PARADOXICAL WAY, IS WORD OR REASON, THEY ARE ALL WORDS OR REASONS. THEY ARE NOT THE MONAD, FAR FROM IT; THEY ARE NOT THAT WHICH AGREES AND IS ONE IN ITSELF, BY THEIR INNER DIVISIONS AND CONFLICTS UNITY HAS DEPARTED FROM THEM, THEY HAVE BECOME NUMBERS, PERHAPS INFINITE NUMBERS. WE ARE OBLIGED, THEREFORE, TO SAY THAT WHOEVER SPEAKS THAT WHICH IS FOREIGN TO RELIGION IS USING MANY WORDS, WHILE HE WHO SPEAKS THE WORDS OF TRUTH, EVEN SHOULD HE GO OVER THE WHOLE FIELD AND OMIT NOTHING, IS ALWAYS SPEAKING THE ONE WORD. NOR ARE THE SAINTS GUILTY OF MUCH SPEAKING, SINCE THEY ALWAYS HAVE THE AIM IN VIEW WHICH IS CONNECTED WITH THE ONE WORD. IT APPEARS, THEN, THAT THE MUCH SPEAKING WHICH IS CONDEMNED IS JUDGED TO BE SO RATHER FROM THE NATURE OF THE VIEWS PROPOUNDED, THAN FROM THE NUMBER OF THE WORDS PRONOUNCED. LET US SEE IF WE CANNOT CONCLUDE IN THE SAME WAY THAT ALL THE SACRED BOOKS ARE ONE BOOK, BUT THAT THOSE OUTSIDE ARE THE " MANY BOOKS " OF THE PREACHER. THE PROOF OF THIS MUST BE DRAWN FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE, AND IT WILL BE MOST SATISFACTORILY ESTABLISHED IF I AM ABLE TO SHOW THAT IT IS NOT ONLY ONE BOOK, TAKING THE WORD NOW IN ITS COMMONER MEANING, THAT WE FIND TO BE WRITTEN ABOUT CHRIST. CHRIST IS WRITTEN ABOUT EVEN IN THE PENTATEUCH; HE IS SPOKEN OF IN EACH OF THE PROPHETS, AND IN THE PSALMS, AND, IN A WORD, AS THE SAVIOUR HIMSELF SAYS, IN ALL THE SCRIPTURES. HE REFERS US TO THEM ALL, WHEN HE SAYS: JOHN 5:39 " SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES, FOR IN THEM YE THINK YOU HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, AND THESE ARE THEY WHICH TESTIFY OF ME. " AND IF HE REFERS US TO THE SCRIPTURES AS TESTIFYING OF HIM, IT IS NOT TO ONE THAT HE SENDS US, TO THE EXCLUSION OF ANOTHER, BUT TO ALL THAT SPEAK OF HIM, THOSE WHICH, IN THE PSALMS, HE CALLS THE CHAPTER OF THE BOOK, SAYING, " IN THE CHAPTER OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME. " IF ANY ONE PROPOSES TO TAKE THESE WORDS, " IN THE CHAPTER OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME, " LITERALLY, AND TO APPLY THEM TO THIS OR THAT SPECIAL PASSAGE WHERE CHRIST IS SPOKEN OF, LET HIM TELL US ON WHAT PRINCIPLE HE WARRANTS HIS PREFERENCE FOR ONE BOOK OVER ANOTHER. IF ANY ONE SUPPOSES THAT WE ARE DOING SOMETHING OF THIS KIND OURSELVES, AND APPLYING THE WORDS IN QUESTION TO THE BOOK OF PSALMS, WE DENY THAT WE DO SO, AND WE WOULD URGE THAT IN THAT CASE THE WORDS SHOULD HAVE BEEN, " IN THIS BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME. " BUT HE SPEAKS OF ALL THE BOOKS AS ONE CHAPTER, THUS SUMMING UP IN ONE ALL THAT IS SPOKEN OF CHRIST FOR OUR INSTRUCTION. IN FACT THE BOOK WAS SEEN BY JOHN, REVELATION 5:1-5 " WRITTEN WITHIN AND WITHOUT, AND SEALED; AND NO ONE COULD OPEN IT TO READ IT, AND TO LOOSE THE SEALS THEREOF, BUT THE LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, THE ROOT OF DAVID, WHO HAS THE KEY OF DAVID, REVELATION 3:7 HE THAT OPENS AND NONE SHALL SHUT, AND THAT SHUTS AND NONE SHALL OPEN. " FOR THE BOOK HERE SPOKEN OF MEANS THE WHOLE OF SCRIPTURE; AND IT IS WRITTEN WITHIN (LIT. IN FRONT), ON ACCOUNT OF THE MEANING WHICH IS OBVIOUS, AND ON THE BACK, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS REMOTER AND SPIRITUAL SENSE. OBSERVE, IN ADDITION TO THIS, IF A PROOF THAT THE SACRED WRITINGS ARE ONE BOOK, AND THOSE OF AN OPPOSITE CHARACTER MANY, MAY NOT BE FOUND IN THE FACT THAT THERE IS ONE BOOK OF THE LIVING FROM WHICH THOSE WHO HAVE PROVED UNWORTHY TO BE IN IT ARE BLOTTED OUT, AS IT IS WRITTEN: " LET THEM BE BLOTTED OUT OF THE BOOK OF THE LIVING, " WHILE OF THOSE WHO ARE TO UNDERGO THE JUDGMENT, THERE ARE BOOKS IN THE PLURAL, AS DANIEL SAYS: DANIEL 7:10 " THE JUDGMENT WAS SET, AND THE BOOKS WERE OPENED. " BUT MOSES ALSO BEARS WITNESS TO THE UNITY OF THE SACRED BOOK, WHEN HE SAYS: EXODUS 32:32 " IF THOU FORGIVE THE PEOPLE THEIR SINS, FORGIVE, BUT IF NOT, THEN WIPE ME OUT OF THE BOOK WHICH YOU HAVE WRITTEN. " THE PASSAGE IN ISAIAH, TOO, I READ IN THE SAME WAY. IT IS NOT PECULIAR TO HIS PROPHECY THAT THE WORDS OF THE BOOK SHOULD BE SEALED, AND SHOULD NEITHER BE READ BY HIM WHO DOES NOT KNOW LETTERS, BECAUSE HE IS IGNORANT OF LETTERS, NOR BY HIM WHO IS LEARNED, BECAUSE THE BOOK IS SEALED. THIS IS TRUE OF EVERY WRITING, FOR EVERY WRITTEN WORK NEEDS THE REASON (LOGOS) WHICH CLOSED IT TO OPEN IT. " HE SHALL SHUT, AND NONE SHALL OPEN, " ISAIAH 22:22 AND WHEN HE OPENS NO ONE CAN CAST DOUBT ON THE INTERPRETATION HE BRINGS. HENCE IT IS SAID THAT HE SHALL OPEN AND NO MAN SHALL SHUT. I INFER A SIMILAR LESSON FROM THE BOOK SPOKEN OF IN EZEKIEL, IN WHICH WAS WRITTEN LAMENTATION, AND A SONG, AND WOE. FOR THE WHOLE BOOK IS FULL OF THE WOE OF THE LOST, AND THE SONG OF THE SAVED, AND THE LAMENTATION OF THOSE BETWEEN THESE TWO. AND JOHN, TOO, WHEN HE SPEAKS OF HIS EATING THE ONE ROLL, REVELATION 10:9-10 IN WHICH BOTH FRONT AND BACK WERE WRITTEN ON, MEANS THE WHOLE OF SCRIPTURE, ONE BOOK WHICH IS, AT FIRST, MOST SWEET WHEN ONE BEGINS, AS IT WERE, TO CHEW IT, BUT BITTER IN THE REVELATION OF HIMSELF WHICH IT MAKES TO THE CONSCIENCE OF EACH ONE WHO KNOWS IT. I WILL ADD TO THE PROOF OF THIS AN APOSTOLIC SAYING WHICH HAS BEEN QUITE MISUNDERSTOOD BY THE DISCIPLES OF MARCION, WHO, THEREFORE, SET THE GOSPELS AT NAUGHT. THE APOSTLE SAYS: ROMANS 2:16 " ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL IN CHRIST JESUS; " HE DOES NOT SPEAK OF GOSPELS IN THE PLURAL, AND, HENCE, THEY ARGUE THAT AS THE APOSTLE ONLY SPEAKS OF ONE GOSPEL IN THE SINGULAR, THERE WAS ONLY ONE IN EXISTENCE. BUT THEY FAIL TO SEE THAT, AS HE IS ONE OF WHOM ALL THE EVANGELISTS WRITE, SO THE GOSPEL, THOUGH WRITTEN BY SEVERAL HANDS, IS, IN EFFECT, ONE. AND, IN FACT, THE GOSPEL, THOUGH WRITTEN BY FOUR, IS ONE. FROM THESE CONSIDERATIONS, THEN, WE LEARN WHAT THE ONE BOOK IS, AND WHAT THE MANY BOOKS, AND WHAT I AM NOW CONCERNED ABOUT IS, NOT THE QUANTITY I MAY WRITE, BUT THE EFFECT OF WHAT I SAY, LEST, IF I FAIL IN THIS POINT, AND SET FORTH ANYTHING AGAINST THE TRUTH ITSELF, EVEN IN ONE OF MY WRITINGS, I SHOULD PROVE TO HAVE TRANSGRESSED THE COMMANDMENT, AND TO BE A WRITER OF " MANY BOOKS. " YET I SEE THE HETERODOX ASSAILING THE HOLY CHURCH OF GOD IN THESE DAYS, UNDER THE PRETENCE OF HIGHER WISDOM, AND BRINGING FORWARD WORKS IN MANY VOLUMES IN WHICH THEY OFFER EXPOSITIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL AND APOSTOLIC WRITINGS, AND I FEAR THAT IF I SHOULD BE SILENT AND SHOULD NOT PUT BEFORE OUR MEMBERS THE SAVING AND TRUE DOCTRINES, THESE TEACHERS MIGHT GET A HOLD OF CURIOUS SOULS, WHICH, IN THE ABSENCE OF WHOLESOME NOURISHMENT, MIGHT GO AFTER FOOD THAT IS FORBIDDEN, AND, IN FACT, UNCLEAN AND HORRIBLE. IT APPEARS TO ME, THEREFORE, TO BE NECESSARY THAT ONE WHO IS ABLE TO REPRESENT IN A GENUINE MANNER THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH, AND TO REFUTE THOSE DEALERS IN KNOWLEDGE, FALSELY SO-CALLED, SHOULD TAKE HIS STAND AGAINST HISTORICAL FICTIONS, AND OPPOSE TO THEM THE TRUE AND LOFTY EVANGELICAL MESSAGE IN WHICH THE AGREEMENT OF THE DOCTRINES, FOUND BOTH IN THE SO-CALLED OLD TESTAMENT AND IN THE SO-CALLED NEW, APPEARS SO PLAINLY AND FULLY. YOU YOURSELF FELT AT ONE TIME THE LACK OF GOOD REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BETTER CAUSE, AND WERE IMPATIENT OF A FAITH WHICH WAS AT ISSUE WITH REASON AND ABSURD, AND YOU THEN, FOR THE LOVE YOU BORE TO THE LORD, GAVE YOURSELF TO COMPOSITION FROM WHICH, HOWEVER, IN THE EXERCISE OF THE JUDGMENT WITH WHICH YOU ARE ENDOWED, YOU AFTERWARDS DESISTED. THIS IS THE DEFENCE WHICH I THINK ADMITS OF BEING MADE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE THE FACULTY OF SPEAKING AND WRITING. BUT I AM ALSO PLEADING MY OWN CAUSE, AS I NOW DEVOTE MYSELF WITH WHAT BOLDNESS I MAY TO THE WORK OF EXPOSITION; FOR IT MAY BE THAT I AM NOT ENDOWED WITH THAT HABIT AND DISPOSITION WHICH HE OUGHT TO HAVE WHO IS FITTED BY GOD TO BE A MINISTER OF THE NEW COVENANT, NOT OF THE LETTER BUT OF THE SPIRIT.
COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (BOOK VI)
1. THE WORK IS TAKEN UP AFTER A VIOLENT INTERRUPTION, WHICH HAS DRIVEN THE WRITER FROM ALEXANDRIA. HE ADDRESSES HIMSELF TO IT AGAIN, WITH THANKS FOR HIS DELIVERANCE, AND PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE. WHEN A HOUSE IS BEING BUILT WHICH IS TO BE MADE AS STRONG AS POSSIBLE, THE BUILDING TAKES PLACE IN FINE WEATHER AND IN CALM, SO THAT NOTHING MAY HINDER THE STRUCTURE FROM ACQUIRING THE NEEDED SOLIDITY. AND THUS, IT TURNS OUT SO STRONG AND STABLE THAT IT IS ABLE TO WITHSTAND THE RUSH OF THE FLOOD, AND THE DASHING OF THE RIVER, AND ALL THE AGENCIES ACCOMPANYING A STORM WHICH ARE APT TO FIND OUT WHAT IS ROTTEN IN A BUILDING AND TO SHOW WHAT PARTS OF IT HAVE BEEN PROPERLY PUT TOGETHER. AND MORE PARTICULARLY SHOULD THAT HOUSE WHICH IS CAPABLE OF SHELTERING THE SPECULATIONS OF TRUTH, THE HOUSE OF REASON, AS IT WERE, IN PROMISE OR IN LETTERS, BE BUILT AT A TIME WHEN GOD CAN ADD HIS FREE CO-OPERATION TO THE PROJECTOR OF SO NOBLE A WORK, WHEN THE SOUL IS QUIET AND IN THE ENJOYMENT OF THAT PEACE WHICH PASSES ALL UNDERSTANDING, WHEN SHE IS TURNED AWAY FROM ALL DISTURBANCE AND NOT BUFFETED BY ANY BILLOWS. THIS, IT APPEARS TO ME, WAS WELL UNDERSTOOD BY THE SERVANTS OF THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT AND THE MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL MESSAGE; THEY MADE THEMSELVES WORTHY TO RECEIVE THAT PEACE WHICH IS IN SECRET FROM HIM WHO EVER GIVES IT TO THEM THAT ARE WORTHY AND WHO SAID, JOHN 14:27 " PEACE I LEAVE WITH YOU, MY PEACE I GIVE UNTO YOU; NOT AS THE WORLD GIVES GIVE I UNTO YOU. " AND LOOK IF SOME SIMILAR LESSON IS NOT TAUGHT UNDER THE SURFACE WITH REGARD TO DAVID AND SOLOMON IN THE NARRATIVE ABOUT THE TEMPLE. DAVID, WHO FOUGHT THE WARS OF THE LORD AND STOOD FIRM AGAINST MANY ENEMIES, HIS OWN AND THOSE OF ISRAEL, DESIRED TO BUILD A TEMPLE FOR GOD. BUT GOD, THROUGH NATHAN, PREVENTS HIM FROM DOING SO, AND NATHAN SAYS TO HIM, 1 CHRONICLES 22:8-9 " YOU SHALL NOT BUILD ME A HOUSE, BECAUSE YOU ARE A MAN OF BLOOD. " BUT SOLOMON, ON THE OTHER HAND, SAW GOD IN A DREAM, AND IN A DREAM RECEIVED WISDOM, FOR THE REALITY OF THE VISION WAS KEPT FOR HIM WHO SAID, " BEHOLD A GREATER THAN SOLOMON IS HERE. " THE TIME WAS ONE OF THE PROFOUNDEST PEACE, SO THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR EVERY MAN TO REST UNDER HIS OWN VINE AND HIS OWN FIG-TREE, AND SOLOMON'S VERY NAME WAS SIGNIFICANT OF THE PEACE WHICH WAS IN HIS DAYS, FOR SOLOMON MEANS PEACEFUL; AND SO, HE WAS AT LIBERTY TO BUILD THE FAMOUS TEMPLE OF GOD. ABOUT THE TIME OF EZRA, ALSO, WHEN " TRUTH CONQUERS WINE AND THE HOSTILE KING AND WOMEN, " THE TEMPLE OF GOD IS RESTORED AGAIN. ALL THIS IS SAID BY WAY OF APOLOGY TO YOU, REVEREND AMBROSIUS. IT IS AT YOUR SACRED ENCOURAGEMENT THAT I HAVE MADE UP MY MIND TO BUILD UP IN WRITING THE TOWER OF THE GOSPEL; AND I HAVE THEREFORE SATE DOWN TO COUNT THE COST, LUKE 14:28 IF I HAVE SUFFICIENT TO FINISH IT, LEST I SHOULD BE MOCKED BY THE BEHOLDERS, BECAUSE I LAID THE FOUNDATION BUT WAS NOT ABLE TO FINISH THE WORK. THE RESULT OF MY COUNTING, IT IS TRUE, HAS BEEN THAT I DO NOT POSSESS WHAT IS REQUIRED TO FINISH IT; YET I HAVE PUT MY TRUST IN GOD, WHO ENRICHES US 1 CORINTHIANS 1:5 WITH ALL WISDOM AND ALL KNOWLEDGE. IF WE STRIVE TO KEEP HIS SPIRITUAL LAWS, WE BELIEVE THAT HE DOES ENRICH US; HE WILL SUPPLY WHAT IS NECESSARY SO THAT WE SHALL GET ON WITH OUR BUILDING, AND SHALL EVEN COME TO THE PARAPET OF THE STRUCTURE. THAT PARAPET IT IS WHICH KEEPS FROM FALLING THOSE WHO GO UP ON THE HOUSE OF THE WORD; FOR PEOPLE ONLY FALL OFF THOSE HOUSES WHICH HAVE NO PARAPET, SO THAT THE BUILDINGS THEMSELVES ARE TO BLAME FOR THEIR FALL AND FOR THEIR DEATH. WE PROCEEDED AS FAR AS THE FIFTH VOLUME IN SPITE OF THE OBSTACLES PRESENTED BY THE STORM IN ALEXANDRIA, AND SPOKE WHAT WAS GIVEN US TO SPEAK, FOR JESUS REBUKED THE WINDS AND THE WAVES OF THE SEA. WE EMERGED FROM THE STORM, WE WERE BROUGHT OUT OF EGYPT, THAT GOD DELIVERING US WHO LED HIS PEOPLE FORTH FROM THERE. THEN, WHEN THE ENEMY ASSAILED US WITH ALL BITTERNESS BY HIS NEW WRITINGS, SO DIRECTLY HOSTILE TO THE GOSPEL, AND STIRRED UP AGAINST US ALL THE WINDS OF WICKEDNESS IN EGYPT, I FELT THAT REASON CALLED ME RATHER TO STAND FAST FOR THE CONFLICT, AND TO SAVE THE HIGHER PART IN ME, LEST EVIL COUNSELS SHOULD SUCCEED IN DIRECTING THE STORM SO AS TO OVERWHELM MY SOUL, RATHER TO DO THIS THAN TO FINISH MY WORK AT AN UNSUITABLE SEASON, BEFORE MY MIND HAD RECOVERED ITS CALM. INDEED, THE READY WRITERS WHO USUALLY ATTENDED ME BROUGHT MY WORK TO A STAND BY FAILING TO APPEAR TO TAKE DOWN MY WORDS. BUT NOW THAT THE MANY FIERY DARTS DIRECTED AGAINST ME HAVE LOST THEIR EDGE, FOR GOD EXTINGUISHED THEM, AND MY SOUL HAS GROWN ACCUSTOMED TO THE DISPENSATION SENT ME FOR THE SAKE OF THE HEAVENLY WORD, AND HAS LEARNED FROM NECESSITY TO DISREGARD THE SNARES OF MY ENEMIES, IT IS AS IF A GREAT CALM HAD SETTLED ON ME, AND I DEFER NO LONGER THE CONTINUATION OF THIS WORK. I PRAY THAT GOD WILL BE WITH ME, AND WILL SPEAK AS A TEACHER IN THE PORCH OF MY SOUL, SO THAT THE BUILDING I HAVE BEGUN OF THE EXPOSITION OF THE GOSPEL OF JOHN MAY ARRIVE AT COMPLETION. MAY GOD HEAR MY PRAYER AND GRANT THAT THE BODY OF THE WHOLE WORK MAY NOW BE BROUGHT TOGETHER, AND THAT NO INTERRUPTION MAY INTERVENE WHICH MIGHT PREVENT ME FROM FOLLOWING THE SEQUENCE OF SCRIPTURE. AND BE ASSURED THAT IT IS WITH GREAT READINESS THAT I NOW MAKE THIS SECOND BEGINNING AND ENTER ON MY SIXTH VOLUME, BECAUSE WHAT I WROTE BEFORE AT ALEXANDRIA HAS NOT, I KNOW NOT BY WHAT CHANCE, BEEN BROUGHT WITH ME. I FEARED I MIGHT NEGLECT THIS WORK, IF I WERE NOT ENGAGED ON IT AT ONCE, AND THEREFORE THOUGHT IT BETTER TO MAKE USE OF THIS PRESENT TIME AND BEGIN WITHOUT DELAY THE PART WHICH REMAINS. I AM NOT CERTAIN IF THE PART FORMERLY WRITTEN WILL COME TO LIGHT, AND WOULD BE VERY UNWILLING TO WASTE TIME IN WAITING TO SEE IF IT DOES. ENOUGH OF PREAMBLE, LET US NOW ATTEND TO OUR TEXT.
2. HOW THE PROPHETS AND HOLY MEN OF THE OLD TESTAMENT KNEW THE THINGS OF CHRIST.
" AND THIS IS THE WITNESS OF JOHN. " JOHN 1:19 THIS IS THE SECOND RECORDED TESTIMONY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST TO CHRIST. THE FIRST BEGINS WITH " THIS WAS HE OF WHOM I SAID, HE THAT COMES AFTER ME, " AND GOES DOWN TO " THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD WHO IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, HE HAS DECLARED HIM. " HERACLEON SUPPOSES THE WORDS, " NO ONE HAS SEEN GOD AT ANY TIME, " ETC., TO HAVE BEEN SPOKEN, NOT BY THE BAPTIST, BUT BY THE DISCIPLE. BUT IN THIS HE IS NOT SOUND. HE HIMSELF ALLOWS THE WORDS, " OF HIS FULNESS WE ALL RECEIVED, AND GRACE FOR GRACE; FOR THE LAW WAS GIVEN BY MOSES, BUT GRACE AND TRUTH CAME BY JESUS CHRIST, " TO HAVE BEEN SPOKEN BY THE BAPTIST. AND DOES IT NOT FOLLOW THAT THE PERSON WHO RECEIVED OF THE FULNESS OF CHRIST, AND A SECOND GRACE IN ADDITION TO THAT HE HAD BEFORE, AND WHO DECLARED THE LAW TO HAVE BEEN GIVEN BY MOSES, BUT GRACE AND TRUTH TO HAVE COME THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, IS IT NOT CLEAR THAT THIS IS THE PERSON WHO UNDERSTOOD, FROM WHAT HE RECEIVED FROM THE FULNESS OF CHRIST, HOW " NO ONE HAS SEEN GOD AT ANY TIME, " AND HOW " THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN WHO IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER " HAD DELIVERED THE DECLARATION ABOUT GOD TO HIM AND TO ALL THOSE WHO HAD RECEIVED OF HIS FULNESS? HE WAS NOT DECLARING HERE FOR THE FIRST TIME HIM THAT IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, AS IF THERE HAD NEVER BEFORE BEEN ANY ONE FIT TO RECEIVE WHAT HE TOLD HIS APOSTLES. DOES HE NOT TEACH US THAT HE WAS BEFORE ABRAHAM, AND THAT ABRAHAM REJOICED AND WAS GLAD TO SEE HIS DAY? THE WORDS " OF HIS FULNESS ALL WE RECEIVED, " AND " GRACE FOR GRACE, " SHOW, AS WE HAVE ALREADY MADE CLEAR, THAT THE PROPHETS ALSO RECEIVED THEIR GIFT FROM THE FULNESS OF CHRIST AND RECEIVED A SECOND GRACE IN PLACE OF THAT THEY HAD BEFORE; FOR THEY ALSO, LED BY THE SPIRIT, ADVANCED FROM THE INTRODUCTION THEY HAD IN TYPES TO THE VISION OF TRUTH. HENCE NOT ALL THE PROPHETS, BUT MANY OF THEM, MATTHEW 13:17 DESIRED TO SEE THE THINGS, WHICH THE APOSTLES SAW. FOR IF THERE WAS A DIFFERENCE AMONG THE PROPHETS, THOSE WHO WERE PERFECT AND MORE DISTINGUISHED OF THEM DID NOT DESIRE TO SEE WHAT THE APOSTLES SAW, BUT ACTUALLY BEHELD THEM, WHILE THOSE WHO ROSE LESS FULLY THAN THESE TO THE HEIGHT OF THE WORD WERE FILLED WITH LONGING FOR THE THINGS WHICH THE APOSTLES KNEW THROUGH CHRIST. THE WORD " SAW " WE HAVE NOT TAKEN IN A PHYSICAL SENSE, AND THE WORD " HEARD " WE HAVE TAKEN TO REFER TO A SPIRITUAL COMMUNICATION; ONLY HE WHO HAS EARS IS PREPARED TO HEAR THE WORDS OF JESUS—A THING WHICH DOES NOT HAPPEN TOO FREQUENTLY. THERE IS THE FURTHER POINT, THAT THE SAINTS BEFORE THE BODILY ADVENT OF JESUS HAD AN ADVANTAGE OVER MOST BELIEVERS IN THEIR INSIGHT INTO THE MYSTERIES OF DIVINITY, SINCE THE WORD OF GOD WAS THEIR TEACHER BEFORE HE BECAME FLESH, FOR HE WAS ALWAYS WORK ING, IN IMITATION OF HIS FATHER, OF WHOM HE SAYS, " MY FATHER WORKS HITHERTO. " ON THIS POINT WE MAY ADDUCE THE WORDS HE ADDRESSES TO THE SADDUCEES, WHO DO NOT BELIEVE THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION. " HAVE YOU NOT READ, " HE SAYS, MARK 12:20 " WHAT IS SAID BY GOD AT THE BUSH, I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB; HE IS NOT THE GOD OF THE DEAD BUT OF THE LIVING. " IF, THEN, GOD IS NOT ASHAMED TO BE CALLED THE GOD OF THESE MEN, AND IF THEY ARE COUNTED BY CHRIST AMONG THE LIVING, AND IF ALL BELIEVERS ARE SONS OF ABRAHAM, ROMANS 4:11 SINCE ALL THE GENTILES ARE BLESSED WITH FAITHFUL ABRAHAM, WHO IS APPOINTED BY GOD TO BE A FATHER OF THE GENTILES, CAN WE HESITATE TO ADMIT THAT THOSE LIVING PERSONS MADE ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE LEARNING OF LIVING MEN, AND WERE TAUGHT BY CHRIST WHO WAS BORN BEFORE THE DAYSTAR, BEFORE HE BECAME FLESH? AND FOR THIS CAUSE, THEY LIVED, BECAUSE THEY HAD PART IN HIM WHO SAID, " I AM THE LIFE, " AND AS THE HEIRS OF SO GREAT PROMISES RECEIVED THE VISION, NOT ONLY OF ANGELS, BUT OF GOD IN CHRIST. FOR THEY SAW, IT MAY BE, THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD, SINCE HE WHO HAS SEEN THE SON HAS SEEN THE FATHER, AND SO THEY ARE RECORDED TO HAVE KNOWN GOD, AND TO HAVE HEARD GOD'S WORDS WORTHILY, AND, THEREFORE, TO HAVE SEEN GOD AND HEARD HIM. NOW, I CONSIDER THAT THOSE WHO ARE FULLY AND REALLY SONS OF ABRAHAM ARE SONS OF HIS ACTIONS, SPIRITUALLY UNDERSTOOD, AND OF THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH WAS MADE MANIFEST TO HIM. WHAT HE KNEW AND WHAT HE DID APPEARS AGAIN IN THOSE WHO ARE HIS SONS, AS THE SCRIPTURE TEACHES THOSE WHO HAVE EARS TO HEAR, JOHN 8:39 " IF YOU WERE THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM, YOU WOULD DO THE WORKS OF ABRAHAM. " AND IF IT IS A TRUE PROVERB PROVERBS 16:23 WHICH SAYS, " A WISE MAN WILL UNDERSTAND THAT WHICH PROCEEDS FROM HIS OWN MOUTH, AND ON HIS LIPS, HE WILL BEAR PRUDENCE, " THEN WE MUST AT ONCE REPUDIATE SOME THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN SAID ABOUT THE PROPHETS, AS IF THEY WERE NOT WISE MEN, AND DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT PROCEEDED FROM THEIR OWN MOUTHS. WE MUST BELIEVE WHAT IS GOOD AND TRUE ABOUT THE PROPHETS, THAT THEY WERE SAGES, THAT THEY DID UNDERSTAND WHAT PROCEEDED FROM THEIR MOUTHS, AND THAT THEY BORE PRUDENCE ON THEIR LIPS. IT IS CLEAR INDEED THAT MOSES UNDERSTOOD IN HIS MIND THE TRUTH (REAL MEANING) OF THE LAW, AND THE HIGHER INTERPRETATIONS OF THE STORIES RECORDED IN HIS BOOKS. JOSHUA, TOO, UNDERSTOOD THE MEANING OF THE ALLOTMENT OF THE LAND AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF THE NINE AND TWENTY KINGS, AND COULD SEE BETTER THAN WE CAN THE REALITIES OF WHICH HIS ACHIEVEMENTS WERE THE SHADOWS. IT IS CLEAR, TOO, THAT ISAIAH SAW THE MYSTERY OF HIM WHO SAT UPON THE THRONE, AND OF THE TWO SERAPHIM, AND OF THE VEILING OF THEIR FACES AND THEIR FEET, AND OF THEIR WINGS, AND OF THE ALTAR AND OF THE TONGS. EZEKIEL, TOO, UNDERSTOOD THE TRUE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CHERUBIM AND OF THEIR GOINGS, AND OF THE FIRMAMENT THAT WAS ABOVE THEM, AND OF HIM THAT SAT ON THE THRONE, THEN ALL WHICH WHAT COULD BE LOFTIER OR MORE SPLENDID? I NEED NOT ENTER INTO MORE PARTICULARS; THE POINT I AIM AT ESTABLISHING IS CLEAR ENOUGH ALREADY, NAMELY, THAT THOSE WHO WERE MADE PERFECT IN EARLIER GENERATIONS KNEW NOT LESS THAN THE APOSTLES DID OF WHAT CHRIST REVEALED TO THEM, SINCE THE SAME TEACHER WAS WITH THEM AS HE WHO REVEALED TO THE APOSTLES THE UNSPEAKABLE MYSTERIES OF GODLINESS. I WILL ADD BUT A FEW POINTS, AND THEN LEAVE IT TO THE READER TO JUDGE AND TO FORM WHAT VIEWS HE PLEASES ON THIS SUBJECT. PAUL SAYS IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, ROMANS 16:25 " NOW, TO HIM WHO IS ABLE TO ESTABLISH YOU ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL, ACCORDING TO THE REVELATION OF THE MYSTERY WHICH HAS BEEN KEPT IN SILENCE THROUGH TIMES ETERNAL, BUT IS NOW MADE MANIFEST BY THE PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES AND THE APPEARANCE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. " FOR IF THE MYSTERY CONCEALED OF OLD IS MADE MANIFEST TO THE APOSTLES THROUGH THE PROPHETIC WRITINGS, AND IF THE PROPHETS, BEING WISE MEN, UNDERSTOOD WHAT PROCEEDED FROM THEIR OWN MOUTHS, THEN THE PROPHETS KNEW WHAT WAS MADE MANIFEST TO THE APOSTLES. BUT TO MANY IT WAS NOT REVEALED, AS PAUL SAYS, EPHESIANS 3:5 " IN OTHER GENERATIONS IT WAS NOT MADE KNOWN TO THE SONS OF MEN AS IT HAS NOW BEEN REVEALED UNTO HIS HOLY APOSTLES AND PROPHETS BY THE SPIRIT, THAT THE GENTILES ARE FELLOW-HEIRS AND MEMBERS OF THE SAME BODY. " HERE AN OBJECTION MAY BE RAISED BY THOSE WHO DO NOT SHARE THE VIEW WE HAVE PROPOUNDED; AND IT BECOMES OF IMPORTANCE TO DEFINE WHAT IS MEANT BY THE WORD " REVEALED. " IT IS CAPABLE OF TWO MEANINGS: FIRSTLY, THAT THE THING IN QUESTION IS UNDERSTOOD, BUT SECONDLY, IF A PROPHECY IS SPOKEN OF, THAT IT IS ACCOMPLISHED. NOW, THE FACT THAT THE GENTILES WERE TO BE FELLOW-HEIRS AND MEMBERS OF THE SAME BODY, AND PARTAKERS OF THE PROMISE, WAS KNOWN TO THE PROPHETS TO THIS EXTENT, THAT THEY KNEW THE GENTILES WERE TO FELLOW-HEIRS AND MEMBERS OF THE SAME BODY, AND PARTAKERS OF THE PROMISE IN CHRIST. WHEN THIS SHOULD BE, AND WHY, AND WHAT GENTILES WERE SPOKEN OF, AND HOW, THOUGH STRANGERS FROM THE COVENANTS, AND ALIENS TO THE PROMISES, THEY WERE YET TO BE MEMBERS OF ONE BODY AND SHARERS OF THE BLESSINGS; ALL THIS WAS KNOWN TO THE PROPHETS, BEING REVEALED TO THEM. BUT THE THINGS PROPHESIED BELONG TO THE FUTURE, AND ARE NOT REVEALED TO THOSE WHO KNOW THEM, BUT DO NOT WITNESS THEIR FULFILMENT, AS THEY ARE TO THOSE WHO HAVE THE EVENT BEFORE THEIR EYES. AND THIS WAS THE POSITION OF THE APOSTLES. THUS, I CONCEIVE, THEY KNEW THE EVENTS NO MORE THAN THE FATHERS AND THE PROPHETS DID; AND YET IT IS TRULY SAID OF THEM THAT " WHAT TO OTHER GENERATIONS WAS NOT REVEALED WAS NOW REVEALED TO THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS, THAT THE GENTILES WERE FELLOW-HEIRS AND MEMBERS OF THE SAME BODY, AND PARTAKERS IN THE PROMISE OF CHRIST. " FOR, IN ADDITION TO KNOWING THESE MYSTERIES, THEY SAW THE POWER AT WORK IN THE ACCOMPLISHED FACT. THE PASSAGE, " MANY PROPHETS AND RIGHTEOUS MEN DESIRED TO SEE THE THINGS YE SEE AND DID NOT SEE THEM; AND TO HEAR THE THINGS YE HEAR AND DID NOT HEAR THEM, " MAY BE INTERPRETED IN THE SAME WAY. THEY ALSO DESIRED TO SEE THE MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION OF THE SON OF GOD, AND OF HIS COMING DOWN TO CARRY OUT THE DESIGN OF HIS SUFFERING FOR THE SALVATION OF MANY, ACTUALLY PUT IN OPERATION. THIS MAY BE ILLUSTRATED FROM ANOTHER QUARTER. SUPPOSE ONE OF THE APOSTLES TO HAVE UNDERSTOOD THE " UNSPEAKABLE WORDS WHICH IT IS NOT LAWFUL FOR A MAN TO UTTER, " 2 CORINTHIANS 12:4 BUT NOT TO WITNESS THE GLORIOUS BODILY APPEARING OF JESUS TO THE FAITHFUL. WHICH IS PROMISED, ALTHOUGH HE DESIRED TO SEE IT AND SUPPOSE ANOTHER HAD NOT ONLY NOT MARKED AND SEEN WHAT THAT APOSTLE MARKED AND SAW, BUT HAD A MUCH FEEBLER GRASP OF THE DIVINE HOPE, AND YET IS PRESENT AT THE SECOND COMING OF OUR SAVIOUR, WHICH THE APOSTLE, AS IN THE PARALLEL ABOVE, HAD DESIRED, BUT HAD NOT SEEN. WE SHALL NOT ERR FROM THE TRUTH IF WE SAY THAT BOTH OF THESE HAVE SEEN WHAT THE APOSTLE, OR INDEED THE APOSTLES, DESIRED TO SEE, AND YET THAT THEY ARE NOT ON THAT ACCOUNT TO BE DEEMED WISER OR MORE BLESSED THAN THE APOSTLES. IN THE SAME WAY, ALSO, THE APOSTLES ARE NOT TO BE DEEMED WISER THAN THE FATHERS, OR THAN MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, THAN THOSE IN FACT WHO, FOR THEIR VIRTUE, WERE FOUND WORTHY OF EPIPHANIES AND OF DIVINE MANIFESTATIONS AND OF REVELATIONS OF MYSTERIES.
3. "GRACE AND TRUTH CAME THROUGH JESUS CHRIST." THESE WORDS BELONG TO THE BAPTIST, NOT THE EVANGELIST. WHAT THE BAPTIST TESTIFIES BY THEM.
WE HAVE LINGERED RATHER LONG OVER THESE DISCUSSIONS, BUT THERE IS A REASON FOR IT. THERE ARE MANY WHO, UNDER THE PRETENCE OF GLORIFYING THE ADVENT OF CHRIST, DECLARE THE APOSTLES TO BE WISER THAN THE FATHERS OR THE PROPHETS; AND OF THESE TEACHERS SOME HAVE INVENTED A GREATER GOD FOR THE LATER PERIOD, WHILE SOME, NOT VENTURING SO FAR, BUT MOVED, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN ACCOUNT OF THE MATTER, BY THE DIFFICULTY CONNECTED WITH DOCTRINE, CANCEL THE WHOLE OF THE GIFT CONFERRED BY GOD ON THE FATHERS AND THE PROPHETS, THROUGH CHRIST, THROUGH WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE. IF ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM, CLEARLY SO MUST THE SPLENDID REVELATIONS HAVE BEEN WHICH WERE MADE TO THE FATHERS AND PROPHETS, AND BECAME TO THEM THE SYMBOLS OF THE SACRED MYSTERIES OF RELIGION. NOW THE TRUE SOLDIERS OF CHRIST MUST ALWAYS BE PREPARED TO DO BATTLE FOR THE TRUTH, AND MUST NEVER, SO FAR AS LIES WITH THEM, ALLOW FALSE CONVICTIONS TO CREEP IN. WE MUST NOT, THEREFORE, NEGLECT THIS MATTER. IT MAY BE SAID THAT JOHN'S EARLIER TESTIMONY TO CHRIST IS TO BE FOUND IN THE WORDS, " HE WHO COMES AFTER ME EXISTS BEFORE ME, FOR HE WAS BEFORE ME, " AND THAT THE WORDS, " FOR OF HIS FULNESS WE ALL RECEIVED, AND GRACE FOR GRACE, " ARE IN THE MOUTH OF JOHN THE DISCIPLE. NOW, WE MUST SHOW THIS EXPOSITION TO BE A FORCED ONE, AND ONE WHICH DOES VIOLENCE TO THE CONTEXT; IT IS RATHER A STRONG PROCEEDING TO SUPPOSE THE SPEECH OF THE BAPTIST TO BE SO SUDDENLY AND, AS IT WERE, INOPPORTUNELY INTERRUPTED BY THAT OF THE DISCIPLE, AND IT IS QUITE APPARENT TO ANY ONE WHO CAN JUDGE, IN WHATEVER SMALL DEGREE, OF A CONTEXT, THAT THE SPEECH GOES ON CONTINUOUSLY AFTER THE WORDS, " THIS IS HE OF WHOM I SPOKE, HE THAT COMES AFTER ME EXISTS BEFORE ME, FOR HE WAS BEFORE ME. " THE BAPTIST BRINGS A PROOF THAT JESUS EXISTED BEFORE HIM BECAUSE HE WAS BEFORE HIM, SINCE HE IS THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION; HE SAYS, " FOR OF HIS FULNESS ALL WE RECEIVED. " THAT IS THE REASON WHY HE SAYS, " HE EXISTS BEFORE ME, FOR HE WAS BEFORE ME. " THAT IS HOW I KNOW THAT HE IS FIRST AND IN HIGHER HONOUR WITH THE FATHER, SINCE OF HIS FULNESS BOTH I AND THE PROPHETS BEFORE ME RECEIVED THE MORE DIVINE PROPHETIC GRACE INSTEAD OF THE GRACE WE RECEIVED AT HIS HANDS BEFORE IN RESPECT OF OUR ELECTION. THAT IS WHY I SAY, " HE EXISTS BEFORE ME, FOR HE WAS BEFORE ME, " BECAUSE WE KNOW WHAT WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM HIS FULNESS; NAMELY, THAT THE LAW WAS GIVEN THROUGH MOSES, NOT BY MOSES, WHILE GRACE AND TRUTH NOT ONLY WERE GIVEN BUT CAME INTO EXISTENCE THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. FOR HIS GOD AND FATHER BOTH GAVE THE LAW THROUGH MOSES, AND MADE GRACE AND TRUTH THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, THAT GRACE AND TRUTH WHICH CAME TO MAN. IF WE GIVE A REASONABLE INTERPRETATION TO THE WORDS, " GRACE AND TRUTH CAME THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, " WE SHALL NOT BE ALARMED AT THE POSSIBLE DISCREPANCY WITH THEM OF THAT OTHER SAYING, " I AM THE WAY AND THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE. " IF IT IS JESUS WHO SAYS, " I AM THE TRUTH, " THEN HOW DOES THE TRUTH COME THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, SINCE NO ONE COMES INTO EXISTENCE THROUGH HIMSELF? WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT THIS VERY TRUTH, THE ESSENTIAL TRUTH, WHICH IS PROTOTYPAL, SO TO SPEAK, OF THAT TRUTH WHICH EXISTS IN SOULS ENDOWED WITH REASON, THAT TRUTH FROM WHICH, AS IT WERE, IMAGES ARE IMPRESSED ON THOSE WHO CARE FOR TRUTH, WAS NOT MADE THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, NOR INDEED THROUGH ANY ONE, BUT BY GOD;—JUST AS THE WORD WAS NOT MADE THROUGH ANY ONE WHICH WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH THE FATHER;—AND AS WISDOM WHICH GOD CREATED THE BEGINNING OF HIS WAYS WAS NOT MADE THROUGH ANY ONE, SO THE TRUTH ALSO WAS NOT MADE THROUGH ANY ONE. THAT TRUTH, HOWEVER, WHICH IS WITH MEN CAME THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, AS THE TRUTH IN PAUL AND THE APOSTLES CAME THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. AND IT IS NO WONDER, SINCE TRUTH IS ONE, THAT MANY TRUTHS SHOULD FLOW FROM THAT ONE. THE PROPHET DAVID CERTAINLY KNEW MANY TRUTHS, AS HE SAYS, " THE LORD SEARCHES OUT TRUTHS, " FOR THE FATHER OF TRUTH SEARCHES OUT NOT THE ONE TRUTH BUT THE MANY THROUGH WHICH THOSE ARE SAVED WHO POSSESS THEM. AND AS WITH THE ONE TRUTH AND MANY TRUTHS, SO ALSO WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESSES. FOR THE VERY ESSENTIAL RIGHTEOUSNESS IS CHRIST, " WHO WAS MADE TO US OF GOD WISDOM AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SANCTIFICATION AND REDEMPTION. " BUT FROM THAT RIGHTEOUSNESS IS FORMED THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS IN EACH INDIVIDUAL, SO THAT THERE ARE IN THE SAVED MANY RIGHTEOUSNESSES, WHENCE ALSO IT IS WRITTEN, " FOR THE LORD IS RIGHTEOUS, AND HE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESSES. " THIS IS THE READING IN THE EXACT COPIES, AND IN THE OTHER VERSIONS BESIDES THE SEPTUAGINT, AND IN THE HEBREW. CONSIDER IF THE OTHER THINGS WHICH CHRIST IS SAID TO BE IN A UNITY ADMIT OF BEING MULTIPLIED IN THE SAME WAY AND SPOKEN OF IN THE PLURAL. FOR EXAMPLE, CHRIST IS OUR LIFE AS THE SAVIOUR HIMSELF SAYS, JOHN 14:6 " I AM THE WAY AND THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE. " THE APOSTLE, TOO, SAYS, COLOSSIANS 3:4 " WHEN CHRIST OUR LIFE SHALL APPEAR, THEN SHALL YOU ALSO APPEAR WITH HIM IN GLORY. " AND IN THE PSALMS AGAIN WE FIND, " THY MERCY IS BETTER THAN LIFE; " FOR IT IS ON ACCOUNT OF CHRIST WHO IS LIFE IN EVERY ONE THAT THERE ARE MANY LIVES. THIS, PERHAPS, IS ALSO THE KEY TO THE PASSAGE, 2 CORINTHIANS 13:3 " IF YOU SEEK A PROOF OF THE CHRIST THAT SPEAKS IN ME. " FOR CHRIST IS FOUND IN EVERY SAINT, AND SO FROM THE ONE CHRIST THERE COME TO BE MANY CHRISTS, IMITATORS OF HIM AND FORMED AFTER HIM WHO IS THE IMAGE OF GOD; WHENCE GOD SAYS THROUGH THE PROPHET, " TOUCH NOT MY CHRISTS. " THUS, WE HAVE EXPLAINED IN PASSING THE PASSAGE WHICH WE APPEARED TO HAVE OMITTED FROM OUR EXPOSITION, VIZ.: " GRACE AND TRUTH CAME THROUGH JESUS CHRIST; " AND WE HAVE ALSO SHOWN THAT THE WORDS BELONG TO JOHN THE BAPTIST AND FORM PART OF HIS TESTIMONY TO THE SON OF GOD.
4. JOHN DENIES THAT HE IS ELIJAH OR "THE" PROPHET. YET HE WAS "A" PROPHET.
NOW LET US CONSIDER JOHN'S SECOND TESTIMONY. JEWS FROM JERUSALEM, JOHN 1:19-21 KINDRED TO JOHN THE BAPTIST, SINCE HE ALSO BELONGED TO A PRIESTLY RACE, SEND PRIESTS AND LEVITES TO ASK JOHN WHO HE IS. IN SAYING, " I AM NOT THE CHRIST, " HE MADE A CONFESSION OF THE TRUTH. THE WORDS ARE NOT, AS ONE MIGHT SUPPOSE, A NEGATION; FOR IT IS NO NEGATION TO SAY, IN THE HONOUR OF CHRIST, THAT ONE IS NOT CHRIST. THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES SENT FROM JERUSALEM, HAVING THERE HEARD IN THE FIRST PLACE THAT HE IS NOT THE EXPECTED MESSIAH, PUT A QUESTION ABOUT THE SECOND GREAT PERSONAGE WHOM THEY EXPECTED, NAMELY, ELIJAH, WHETHER JOHN WERE HE, AND HE SAYS HE IS NOT ELIJAH, AND BY HIS " I AM NOT " MAKES A SECOND CONFESSION OF THE TRUTH. AND, AS MANY PROPHETS HAD APPEARED IN ISRAEL, AND ONE IN PARTICULAR WAS LOOKED FOR ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECY OF MOSES, WHO SAID, DEUTERONOMY 18:15 " A PROPHET SHALL THE LORD YOUR GOD RAISE UP TO YOU OF YOUR BRETHREN, LIKE UNTO ME, HIM SHALL YOU HEAR; AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT EVERY SOUL THAT SHALL NOT HEAR THAT PROPHET SHALL BE DESTROYED FROM AMONG THE PEOPLE, " THEY, THEREFORE, ASK A THIRD QUESTION, NOT WHETHER HE IS A PROPHET, BUT WHETHER HE IS THE PROPHET. NOW, THEY DID NOT APPLY THIS NAME TO THE CHRIST, BUT SUPPOSED THE PROPHET TO BE A SECOND FIGURE BESIDE THE CHRIST. BUT JOHN, ON THE CONTRARY, WHO KNEW THAT HE WHOSE FORERUNNER HE WAS WAS BOTH THE CHRIST AND THE PROPHET THUS FORETOLD, ANSWERED " NO; " WHEREAS, IF THEY HAD ASKED IF HE WAS A PROPHET, HE WOULD HAVE ANSWERED " YES; " JOHN 1:25 FOR HE WAS NOT UNCONSCIOUS THAT HE WAS A PROPHET. IN ALL THESE ANSWERS JOHN'S SECOND TESTIMONY TO CHRIST WAS NOT YET COMPLETED; HE HAD STILL TO GIVE HIS QUESTIONERS THE ANSWER THEY WERE TO TAKE BACK TO THOSE WHO SENT THEM, AND TO DECLARE HIMSELF IN THE TERMS OF THE PROPHECY OF ISAIAH, WHICH SAYS, " THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, PREPARE YE THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD. " 
5. THERE WERE TWO EMBASSIES TO JOHN THE BAPTIST; THE DIFFERENT CHARACTERS OF THESE.
HERE THE ENQUIRY SUGGESTS ITSELF WHETHER THE SECOND TESTIMONY IS CONCLUDED, AND WHETHER THERE IS A THIRD, ADDRESSED TO THOSE WHO WERE SENT FROM THE PHARISEES. THEY WISHED TO KNOW WHY HE BAPTIZED, IF HE WAS NEITHER THE CHRIST, NOR ELIJAH, NOR THE PROPHET; AND HE SAID: " I BAPTIZE WITH WATER; BUT THERE STANDS ONE AMONG YOU WHOM YOU KNOW NOT, HE THAT COMES AFTER ME, THE LATCHET OF WHOSE SHOE I AM NOT WORTHY TO UNLOOSE. " IS THIS A THIRD TESTIMONY, OR IS THIS WHICH THEY WERE TO REPORT TO THE PHARISEES A PART OF THE SECOND? AS FAR AS THE WORDS ALLOW ME TO CONJECTURE, I SHOULD SAY THAT THE WORD TO THE EMISSARIES OF THE PHARISEES WAS A THIRD TESTIMONY. IT IS TO BE OBSERVED, HOWEVER, THAT THE FIRST TESTIMONY ASSERTS THE DIVINITY OF THE SAVIOUR, WHILE THE SECOND DISPOSES OF THE SUSPICION OF THOSE WHO WERE IN DOUBT WHETHER JOHN COULD BE THE CHRIST, AND THE THIRD DECLARES ONE WHO WAS ALREADY PRESENT WITH MEN ALTHOUGH THEY SAW HIM NOT, AND WHOSE COMING WAS NO LONGER IN THE FUTURE. BEFORE GOING ON TO THE SUBSEQUENT TESTIMONIES IN WHICH HE POINTS OUT CHRIST AND WITNESSES TO HIM, LET US LOOK AT THE SECOND AND THIRD, WORD FOR WORD, AND LET US, IN THE FIRST PLACE, OBSERVE THAT THERE ARE TWO EMBASSIES TO THE BAPTIST, ONE " FROM JERUSALEM " FROM THE JEWS, WHO SEND PRIESTS AND LEVITES, TO ASK HIM, " WHO ART THOU? " THE SECOND SENT BY THE PHARISEES, WHO WERE IN DOUBT ABOUT THE ANSWER WHICH HAD BEEN MADE TO THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES. OBSERVE HOW WHAT IS SAID BY THE FIRST ENVOYS IS IN KEEPING WITH THE CHARACTER OF PRIESTS AND LEVITES, AND SHOWS GENTLENESS AND A WILLINGNESS TO LEARN. " WHO ART THOU? " THEY SAY, AND " WHAT THEN? ART THOU ELIJAH? " AND " ARE YOU THAT PROPHET? " AND THEN, " WHO ART THOU, THAT WE MAY GIVE AN ANSWER TO THEM THAT SENT US? WHAT SAYEST THOU OF YOURSELF? " THERE IS NOTHING HARSH OR ARROGANT IN THE ENQUIRIES OF THESE MEN; EVERYTHING AGREES WELL WITH THE CHARACTER OF TRUE AND CAREFUL SERVANTS OF GOD; AND THEY RAISE NO DIFFICULTIES ABOUT THE REPLIES MADE TO THEM. THOSE, ON THE CONTRARY, WHO ARE SENT FROM THE PHARISEES ASSAIL THE BAPTIST, AS IT WERE, WITH ARROGANT AND UNSYMPATHETIC WORDS: " WHY THEN BAPTIZEST THOU IF THOU BE NOT THE CHRIST NOR ELIJAH NOR THE PROPHET? " THIS MISSION IS SENT SCARCELY FOR THE SAKE OF INFORMATION, AS IN THE FORMER CASE OF THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, BUT RATHER TO DEBAR THE BAPTIST FROM BAPTIZING, AS IF IT WERE THOUGHT THAT NO ONE WAS ENTITLED TO BAPTIZE BUT CHRIST AND ELIJAH AND THE PROPHET. THE STUDENT WHO DESIRES TO UNDERSTAND THE SCRIPTURE MUST ALWAYS PROCEED IN THIS CAREFUL WAY; HE MUST ASK WITH REGARD TO EACH SPEECH, WHO IS THE SPEAKER AND ON WHAT OCCASION IT WAS SPOKEN. THUS, ONLY CAN WE DISCERN HOW SPEECH HARMONIZES WITH THE CHARACTER OF THE SPEAKER, AS IT DOES ALL THROUGH THE SACRED BOOKS.
6. MESSIANIC DISCUSSION WITH JOHN THE BAPTIST.
THEN THE JEWS SENT PRIESTS AND LEVITES FROM JERUSALEM TO ASK HIM, WHO ART THOU? AND HE CONFESSED AND DENIED NOT; AND HE CONFESSED, I AM NOT THE CHRIST. JOHN 1:19-20 WHAT LEGATES SHOULD HAVE BEEN SENT FROM THE JEWS TO JOHN, AND WHERE SHOULD THEY HAVE BEEN SENT FROM? SHOULD THEY NOT HAVE BEEN MEN HELD TO STAND BY THE ELECTION OF GOD ABOVE THEIR FELLOWS, AND SHOULD THEY NOT HAVE COME FROM THAT PLACE WHICH WAS CHOSEN OUT OF THE WHOLE OF THE EARTH, THOUGH IT IS ALL CALLED GOOD, FROM JERUSALEM WHERE WAS THE TEMPLE OF GOD? WITH SUCH HONOUR, THEN, DO THEY ENQUIRE OF JOHN. IN THE CASE OF CHRIST NOTHING OF THIS SORT IS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN DONE BY THE JEWS; BUT WHAT THE JEWS DO TO JOHN, JOHN DOES TO CHRIST, SENDING HIS OWN DISCIPLES TO ASK HIM, MATTHEW 11:3 " ARE YOU HE THAT SHOULD COME, OR DO WE LOOK FOR ANOTHER? " JOHN CONFESSES TO THOSE SENT TO HIM, AND DENIES NOT, AND HE AFTERWARDS DECLARES, " I AM THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS; " BUT CHRIST, AS HAVING A GREATER TESTIMONY THAN JOHN THE BAPTIST, MAKES HIS ANSWER BY WORDS AND DEEDS, SAYING, " GO AND TELL JOHN THOSE THINGS WHICH YOU DO HEAR AND SEE; THE BLIND RECEIVE THEIR SIGHT, AND THE LAME WALK, THE LEPERS ARE CLEANSED AND THE DEAF HEAR, AND THE POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM. " ON THIS PASSAGE I SHALL, IF GOD PERMIT, ENLARGE IN ITS PROPER PLACE. HERE, HOWEVER, IT MIGHT BE ASKED REASONABLY ENOUGH WHY JOHN GIVES SUCH AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION PUT TO HIM. THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES DO NOT ASK HIM, " ARE YOU THE CHRIST? " BUT " WHO ART THOU? " AND THE BAPTIST'S REPLY TO THIS QUESTION SHOULD HAVE BEEN, " I AM THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS. " THE PROPER REPLY TO THE QUESTION, " ARE YOU THE CHRIST? " IS, " I AM NOT THE CHRIST; " AND TO THE QUESTION, " WHO ART THOU? " — " THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS. " TO THIS WE MAY SAY THAT HE PROBABLY DISCERNED IN THE QUESTION OF THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES A CAUTIOUS REVERENCE, WHICH LED THEM TO HINT THE IDEA IN THEIR MINDS THAT HE WHO WAS BAPTIZING MIGHT BE THE CHRIST, BUT WITHHELD THEM FROM OPENLY SAYING SO, WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN PRESUMPTUOUS. HE QUITE NATURALLY, THEREFORE, PROCEEDS IN THE FIRST PLACE TO REMOVE ANY FALSE IMPRESSIONS THEY MIGHT HAVE TAKEN UP ABOUT HIM, AND DECLARES PUBLICLY THE TRUE STATE OF THE MATTER, " I AM NOT THE CHRIST. " THEIR SECOND QUESTION, AND ALSO THEIR THIRD, SHOW THAT THEY HAD CONCEIVED SOME SUCH SURMISE ABOUT HIM. THEY SUPPOSED THAT HE MIGHT BE THAT SECOND IN HONOUR TO WHOM THEIR HOPES POINTED, NAMELY, ELIJAH, WHO HELD WITH THEM THE NEXT POSITION AFTER CHRIST; AND SO, WHEN JOHN HAD ANSWERED, " I AM NOT THE CHRIST, " THEY ASKED, " WHAT THEN? ARE YOU ELIJAH? " AND HE SAID, " I AM NOT. " THEY WISH TO KNOW, IN THE THIRD PLACE, IF HE IS THE PROPHET, AND ON HIS ANSWER, " NO, " THEY HAVE NO LONGER ANY NAME TO GIVE THE PERSONAGE WHOSE ADVENT THEY EXPECTED, AND THEY SAY, " WHO ART THOU, THEN, THAT WE MAY GIVE AN ANSWER TO THEM THAT SENT US. WHAT SAYEST THOU OF YOURSELF? " THEIR MEANING IS: " YOU ARE NOT, YOU SAY, ANY OF THOSE PERSONAGES WHOSE ADVENT ISRAEL HOPES AND EXPECTS, AND WHO YOU ARE, TO BAPTIZE AS YOU DO, WE DO NOT KNOW; TELL US, THEREFORE, SO THAT WE MAY REPORT TO THOSE WHO SENT US TO GET LIGHT UPON THIS POINT. " WE ADD, AS IT HAS SOME BEARING ON THE CONTEXT, THAT THE PEOPLE WERE MOVED BY THE THOUGHT THAT THE PERIOD OF CHRIST'S ADVENT WAS NEAR. IT WAS IN A MANNER IMMINENT IN THE YEARS FROM THE BIRTH OF JESUS AND A LITTLE BEFORE, DOWN TO THE PUBLICATION OF THE PREACHING. HENCE IT WAS, IN ALL LIKELIHOOD, THAT AS THE SCRIBES AND LAWYERS HAD DEDUCED THE TIME FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE AND WERE EXPECTING THE COMING ONE, THE IDEA WAS TAKEN UP BY THEUDAS, WHO CAME FORWARD AS THE MESSIAH AND BROUGHT TOGETHER A CONSIDERABLE MULTITUDE, AND AFTER HIM BY THE FAMOUS JUDAS OF GALILEE IN THE DAYS OF THE TAXING. ACTS 5:36-37 THUS THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH WAS MORE WARMLY EXPECTED AND DISCUSSED, AND IT WAS NATURAL ENOUGH FOR THE JEWS TO SEND PRIESTS AND LEVITES FROM JERUSALEM TO JOHN, TO ASK HIM, " WHO ART THOU? " AND LEARN IF HE PROFESSED TO BE THE CHRIST.
7. OF THE BIRTH OF JOHN, AND OF HIS ALLEGED IDENTITY WITH ELIJAH. OF THE DOCTRINE OF TRANSCORPORATION.
" AND JOHN 1:21 THEY ASKED HIM, WHAT THEN? ARE YOU ELIJAH? AND HE SAID, I AM NOT. " NO ONE CAN FAIL TO REMEMBER IN THIS CONNECTION WHAT JESUS SAYS OF JOHN, MATTHEW 11:14 " IF YOU WILL RECEIVE IT, THIS IS ELIJAH WHICH IS TO COME. " HOW, THEN, DOES JOHN COME TO SAY TO THOSE WHO ASK HIM, " ARE YOU ELIJAH? " — " I AM NOT. " AND HOW CAN IT BE TRUE AT THE SAME TIME THAT JOHN IS ELIJAH WHO IS TO COME, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF MALACHI, MALACHI 4:5-6 " AND BEHOLD I SEND UNTO YOU ELIJAH THE TISHBITE, BEFORE THE GREAT AND NOTABLE DAY OF THE LORD COME, WHO SHALL RESTORE THE HEART OF THE FATHER TO THE SON, AND THE HEART OF A MAN TO HIS NEIGHBOUR, LEST I COME, AND UTTERLY SMITE THE EARTH. " THE WORDS OF THE ANGEL OF THE LORD, TOO, WHO APPEARED TO ZACHARIAS, AS HE STOOD AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE ALTAR OF INCENSE, ARE SOMEWHAT TO THE SAME EFFECT AS THE PROPHECY OF MALACHI: " AND LUKE 1:13 YOUR WIFE ELISABETH SHALL BEAR YOU A SON, AND YOU SHALL CALL HIS NAME JOHN. " AND A LITTLE FURTHER ON: LUKE 1:17 " AND HE SHALL GO BEFORE HIS FACE IN THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIJAH TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS TO THE CHILDREN, AND THE DISOBEDIENT TO THE WISDOM OF THE JUST, TO MAKE READY FOR THE LORD A PEOPLE PREPARED FOR HIM. " AS FOR THE FIRST POINT, ONE MIGHT SAY THAT JOHN DID NOT KNOW THAT HE WAS ELIJAH. THIS WILL BE THE EXPLANATION OF THOSE WHO FIND IN OUR PASSAGE A SUPPORT FOR THEIR DOCTRINE OF TRANSCORPORATION, AS IF THE SOUL CLOTHED ITSELF IN A FRESH BODY AND DID NOT QUITE REMEMBER ITS FORMER LIVES. THESE THINKERS WILL ALSO POINT OUT THAT SOME OF THE JEWS ASSENTED TO THIS DOCTRINE WHEN THEY SPOKE ABOUT THE SAVIOUR AS IF HE WAS ONE OF THE OLD PROPHETS, AND HAD RISEN NOT FROM THE TOMB BUT FROM HIS BIRTH. HIS MOTHER MARY WAS WELL KNOWN, AND JOSEPH THE CARPENTER WAS SUPPOSED TO BE HIS FATHER, AND IT COULD READILY BE SUPPOSED THAT HE WAS ONE OF THE OLD PROPHETS RISEN FROM THE DEAD. THE SAME PERSON WILL ADDUCE THE TEXT IN GENESIS, " I WILL DESTROY THE WHOLE RESURRECTION, " AND WILL THEREBY REDUCE THOSE WHO GIVE THEMSELVES TO FINDING IN SCRIPTURE SOLUTIONS OF FALSE PROBABILITIES TO A GREAT DIFFICULTY IN RESPECT OF THIS DOCTRINE. ANOTHER, HOWEVER, A CHURCHMAN, WHO REPUDIATES THE DOCTRINE OF TRANSCORPORATION AS A FALSE ONE, AND DOES NOT ADMIT THAT THE SOUL OF JOHN EVER WAS ELIJAH, MAY APPEAL TO THE ABOVE-QUOTED WORDS OF THE ANGEL, AND POINT OUT THAT IT IS NOT THE SOUL OF ELIJAH THAT IS SPOKEN OF AT JOHN'S BIRTH, BUT THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIJAH. " HE SHALL GO BEFORE HIM, " IT IS SAID, " IN THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIJAH, TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS TO THE CHILDREN. " NOW IT CAN BE SHOWN FROM THOUSANDS OF TEXTS THAT THE SPIRIT IS A DIFFERENT THING FROM THE SOUL, AND THAT WHAT IS CALLED THE POWER IS A DIFFERENT THING FROM BOTH THE SOUL AND THE SPIRIT. ON THESE POINTS I CANNOT NOW ENLARGE; THIS WORK MUST NOT BE UNDULY EXPANDED. TO ESTABLISH THE FACT THAT POWER IS DIFFERENT FROM SPIRIT, IT WILL BE ENOUGH TO CITE THE TEXT, LUKE 1:35 " THE HOLY SPIRIT SHALL COME UPON YOU, AND THE POWER OF THE HIGHEST SHALL OVERSHADOW YOU. " AS FOR THE SPIRITS OF THE PROPHETS, THESE ARE GIVEN TO THEM BY GOD, AND ARE SPOKEN OF AS BEING IN A MANNER THEIR PROPERTY (SLAVES), AS " THE SPIRITS OF THE PROPHETS ARE SUBJECT TO THE PROPHETS, " 1 CORINTHIANS 14:32 AND " THE SPIRIT OF ELIJAH RESTED UPON ELISHA. " 2 KINGS 2:15 THUS, IT IS SAID, THERE IS NOTHING ABSURD IN SUPPOSING THAT JOHN, " IN THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIJAH, " TURNED THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS TO THE CHILDREN, AND THAT IT WAS ON ACCOUNT OF THIS SPIRIT THAT HE WAS CALLED " ELIJAH WHO WAS TO COME. " AND TO REINFORCE THIS VIEW IT MAY BE ARGUED THAT IF THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE IDENTIFIED HIMSELF WITH HIS SAINTS TO SUCH AN EXTENT AS TO BE CALLED THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND THE GOD OF ISAAC AND THE GOD OF JACOB, MUCH MORE MIGHT THE HOLY SPIRIT SO IDENTIFY HIMSELF WITH THE PROPHETS AS TO BE CALLED THEIR SPIRIT, SO THAT WHEN THE SPIRIT IS SPOKEN OF IT MIGHT BE THE SPIRIT OF ELIJAH OR THE SPIRIT OF ISAIAH. OUR CHURCHMAN, TO GO ON WITH HIS VIEWS, MAY FURTHER SAY THAT THOSE WHO SUPPOSED JESUS TO BE ONE OF THE PROPHETS RISEN FROM THE DEAD WERE PROBABLY MISLED, PARTLY BY THE DOCTRINE ABOVE MENTIONED, AND PARTLY BY SUPPOSING HIM TO BE ONE OF THE PROPHETS, AND THAT AS FOR THIS MISCONCEPTION THAT HE WAS ONE OF THE PROPHETS, THESE PERSONS PROBABLY FELL INTO THEIR ERROR FROM NOT KNOWING ABOUT JESUS' SUPPOSED FATHER AND ACTUAL MOTHER, AND CONSIDERING THAT HE HAD RISEN FROM THE TOMBS. AS FOR THE TEXT IN GENESIS ABOUT THE RESURRECTION, THE CHURCHMAN WILL REJOIN WITH A TEXT TO AN OPPOSITE EFFECT, " GOD HAS RAISED UP FOR ME ANOTHER SEED IN PLACE OF ABEL WHOM CAIN SLEW; " GENESIS 4:25 SHOWING THAT THE RESURRECTION OCCURS IN GENESIS. AS FOR THE FIRST DIFFICULTY WHICH WAS RAISED, OUR CHURCHMAN WILL MEET THE VIEW OF THE BELIEVERS IN TRANSCORPORATION BY SAYING THAT JOHN IS NO DOUBT, IN A CERTAIN SENSE, AS HE HAS ALREADY SHOWN, ELIJAH WHO IS TO COME; AND THAT THE REASON WHY HE MET THE ENQUIRY OF THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES WITH " I AM NOT, " WAS THAT HE DIVINED THE OBJECT THEY HAD IN VIEW IN MAKING IT. FOR THE ENQUIRY LAID BEFORE JOHN BY THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES WAS NOT INTENDED TO BRING OUT WHETHER THE SAME SPIRIT WAS IN BOTH, BUT WHETHER JOHN WAS THAT VERY ELIJAH WHO WAS TAKEN UP, AND WHO NOW APPEARED ACCORDING TO THE EXPECTATION OF THE JEWS WITHOUT BEING BORN (FOR THE EMISSARIES, PERHAPS, DID NOT KNOW ABOUT JOHN'S BIRTH); AND TO SUCH ALL ENQUIRY HE NATURALLY ANSWERED, " I AM NOT; " FOR HE WHO WAS CALLED JOHN WAS NOT ELIJAH WHO WAS TAKEN UP, AND HAD NOT CHANGED HIS BODY FOR HIS PRESENT APPEARANCE. OUR FIRST SCHOLAR, WHOSE VIEW OF TRANSCORPORATION WE HAVE SEEN BASED UPON OUR PASSAGE, MAY GO ON WITH A CLOSE EXAMINATION OF THE TEXT, AND URGE AGAINST HIS ANTAGONIST, THAT IF JOHN WAS THE SON OF SUCH A MAN AS THE PRIEST ZACHARIAS, AND IF HE WAS BORN WHEN HIS PARENTS WERE BOTH AGED, CONTRARY TO ALL HUMAN EXPECTATION, THEN IT IS NOT LIKELY THAT SO MANY JEWS AT JERUSALEM WOULD BE SO IGNORANT ABOUT HIM, OR THAT THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES WHOM THEY SENT WOULD NOT BE ACQUAINTED WITH THE FACTS OF HIS BIRTH. DOES NOT LUKE DECLARE LUKE 1:65 THAT " FEAR CAME UPON ALL THOSE WHO LIVED ROUND ABOUT, " —CLEARLY ROUND ABOUT ZACHARIAS AND ELISABETH—AND THAT "ALL THESE THINGS WERE NOISED ABROAD THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE HILL COUNTRY OF JUDÆA"? AND IF JOHN'S BIRTH FROM ZACHARIAS WAS A MATTER OF COMMON KNOWLEDGE, AND THE JEWS OF JERUSALEM YET SENT PRIESTS AND LEVITES TO ASK, " ARE YOU ELIJAH? " THEN IT IS CLEAR THAT IN SAYING THIS THEY ASSUMED THE DOCTRINE OF TRANSCORPORATION TO BE TRUE, AND THAT IT WAS A CURRENT DOCTRINE OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND NOT FOREIGN TO THEIR SECRET TEACHING. JOHN THEREFORE SAYS, I AM NOT ELIJAH, BECAUSE HE DOES NOT KNOW ABOUT HIS OWN FORMER LIFE. THESE THINKERS, ACCORDINGLY, ENTERTAIN AN OPINION WHICH IS BY NO MEANS TO BE DESPISED. OUR CHURCHMAN, HOWEVER, MAY RETURN TO THE CHARGE, AND ASK IF IT IS WORTHY OF A PROPHET, WHO IS ENLIGHTENED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO IS PREDICTED BY ISAIAH, AND WHOSE BIRTH WAS FORETOLD BEFORE IT TOOK PLACE BY SO GREAT AN ANGEL, ONE WHO HAS RECEIVED OF THE FULNESS OF CHRIST, WHO SHARES IN SUCH A GRACE, WHO KNOWS TRUTH TO HAVE COME THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, AND HAS TAUGHT SUCH DEEP THINGS ABOUT GOD AND ABOUT THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN, WHO IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, IS IT WORTHY OF SUCH A ONE TO LIE, OR EVEN TO HESITATE, OUT OF IGNORANCE OF WHAT HE WAS. FOR WITH RESPECT TO WHAT WAS OBSCURE, HE OUGHT TO HAVE REFRAINED FROM CONFESSING, AND TO HAVE NEITHER AFFIRMED NOR DENIED THE PROPOSITION PUT BEFORE HIM. IF THE DOCTRINE IN QUESTION REALLY WAS WIDELY CURRENT, OUGHT NOT JOHN TO HAVE HESITATED TO PRONOUNCE UPON IT, LEST HIS SOUL HAD ACTUALLY BEEN IN ELIJAH? AND HERE OUR CHURCHMAN WILL APPEAL TO HISTORY, AND WILL BID HIS ANTAGONISTS ASK EXPERTS OF THE SECRET DOCTRINES OF THE HEBREWS, IF THEY DO REALLY ENTERTAIN SUCH A BELIEF. FOR IF IT SHOULD APPEAR THAT THEY DO NOT, THEN THE ARGUMENT BASED ON THAT SUPPOSITION IS SHOWN TO BE QUITE BASELESS. OUR CHURCHMAN, HOWEVER, IS STILL FREE TO HAVE RECOURSE TO THE SOLUTION GIVEN BEFORE, AND TO INSIST THAT ATTENTION BE PAID TO THE MEANING WITH WHICH THE QUESTION WAS PUT. FOR IF, AS I SHOWED, THE SENDERS KNEW JOHN TO BE THE CHILD OF ZACHARIAS AND ELISABETH, AND IF THE MESSENGERS STILL MORE, BEING MEN OF PRIESTLY RACE, COULD NOT POSSIBLY BE IGNORANT OF THE REMARKABLE MANNER IN WHICH THEIR KINSMAN ZACHARIAS HAD RECEIVED HIS SON, THEN WHAT COULD BE THE MEANING OF THEIR QUESTION, " ARE YOU ELIJAH? " HAD THEY NOT READ THAT ELIJAH HAD BEEN TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN, AND DID THEY NOT EXPECT HIM TO APPEAR? THEN, AS THEY EXPECT ELIJAH TO COME AT THE CONSUMMATION BEFORE CHRIST, AND CHRIST TO FOLLOW HIM, PERHAPS THEIR QUESTION WAS MEANT LESS IN A LITERAL THAN IN A TROPICAL SENSE: ARE YOU HE WHO ANNOUNCES BEFOREHAND THE WORD WHICH IS TO COME BEFORE CHRIST, AT THE CONSUMMATION? TO THIS HE VERY PROPERLY ANSWERS, " I AM NOT. " THE ADVERSARY, HOWEVER, TRIES TO SHOW THAT THE PRIESTS COULD NOT BE IGNORANT THAT THE BIRTH OF JOHN HAD TAKEN PLACE IN SO REMARKABLE A MANNER, BECAUSE " ALL THESE THINGS HAD BEEN MUCH SPOKEN OF IN THE HILL COUNTRY OF JUDÆA; " AND THE CHURCHMAN HAS TO MEET THIS. HE DOES SO BY SHOWING THAT A SIMILAR MISTAKE WAS WIDELY CURRENT ABOUT THE SAVIOUR HIMSELF; FOR " SOME SAID THAT HE WAS JOHN THE BAPTIST, OTHERS ELIJAH, OTHERS JEREMIAH OR ONE OF THE PROPHETS. " MATTHEW 16:13-14 SO THE DISCIPLES TOLD THE LORD WHEN HE WAS IN THE PARTS OF CÆSAREA PHILIPPI, AND QUESTIONED THEM ON THAT SUBJECT. AND HEROD, TOO, SAID, MARK 6:16 " JOHN WHOM I BEHEADED, HE IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD; " SO THAT HE APPEARS NOT TO HAVE KNOWN WHAT WAS SAID ABOUT CHRIST, AS REPORTED IN THE GOSPEL, MATTHEW 13:55 " IS NOT THIS THE SON OF THE CARPENTER, IS NOT HIS MOTHER CALLED MARY, AND HIS BROTHERS JAMES, AND JOSEPH, AND SIMON, AND JUDAS? AND HIS SISTERS, ARE THEY NOT ALL WITH US? " THUS, IN THE CASE OF THE SAVIOUR, WHILE MANY KNEW OF HIS BIRTH FROM MARY, OTHERS WERE UNDER A MISTAKE ABOUT HIM; AND SO, IN THE CASE OF JOHN, THERE IS NO WONDER IF, WHILE SOME KNEW OF HIS BIRTH FROM ZACHARIAS, OTHERS WERE IN DOUBT WHETHER THE EXPECTED ELIJAH HAD APPEARED IN HIM OR NOT. THERE WAS NOT MORE ROOM FOR DOUBT ABOUT JOHN, WHETHER HE WAS ELIJAH, THAN ABOUT THE SAVIOUR, WHETHER HE WAS JOHN. OF THE TWO, THE QUESTION OF THE OUTWARD FORM OF ELIJAH COULD BE DISPOSED OF FROM THE WORDS OF SCRIPTURE, THOUGH NOT FROM ACTUAL OBSERVATION, FOR WE READ, 2 KINGS 1:8 " HE WAS A HAIRY MAN, AND GIRT WITH A LEATHER GIRDLE ABOUT HIS LOINS. " JOHN'S OUTWARD APPEARANCE, ON THE CONTRARY, WAS WELL KNOWN, AND WAS NOT LIKE THAT OF JESUS; AND YET THERE WERE THOSE WHO SURMISED THAT JOHN HAD RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND TAKEN THE NAME OF JESUS. AS FOR THE CHANGE OF NAME, A THING WHICH REMINDS US OF MYSTERIES, I DO NOT KNOW HOW THE HEBREWS CAME TO TELL ABOUT PHINEHAS, SON OF ELEAZAR, WHO ADMITTEDLY PROLONGED HIS LIFE TO THE TIME OF MANY OF THE JUDGES, AS WE READ IN THE BOOK OF JUDGES, JUDGES 20:28 TO TELL ABOUT HIM WHAT I NOW MENTION. THEY SAY THAT HE WAS ELIJAH, BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN PROMISED IMMORTALITY (IN NUMBERS NUMBERS 25:12), ON ACCOUNT OF THE COVENANT OF PEACE GRANTED TO HIM BECAUSE HE WAS JEALOUS WITH A DIVINE JEALOUSY, AND IN A PASSION OF ANGER PIERCED THE MIDIANITISH WOMAN AND THE ISRAELITE, AND STAYED THE WRATH OF GOD AS IT IS CALLED, AS IT IS WRITTEN, " PHINEHAS, THE SON OF ELEAZAR, THE SON OF AARON, HAS TURNED MY WRATH AWAY FROM THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, IN THAT HE WAS JEALOUS WITH MY JEALOUSY AMONG THEM. " NO WONDER, THEN, IF THOSE WHO CONCEIVED PHINEHAS AND ELIJAH TO BE THE SAME PERSON, WHETHER THEY JUDGED SOUNDLY IN THIS OR NOT, FOR THAT IS NOT NOW THE QUESTION, CONSIDERED JOHN AND JESUS ALSO TO BE THE SAME. THIS, THEN, THEY DOUBTED, AND DESIRED TO KNOW IF JOHN AND ELIJAH WERE THE SAME. AT ANOTHER TIME THAN THIS, THE POINT WOULD CERTAINLY CALL FOR A CAREFUL ENQUIRY, AND THE ARGUMENT WOULD HAVE TO BE WELL WEIGHED AS TO THE ESSENCE OF THE SOUL, AS TO THE PRINCIPLE OF HER COMPOSITION, AND AS TO HER ENTERING INTO THIS BODY OF EARTH. WE SHOULD ALSO HAVE TO ENQUIRE INTO THE DISTRIBUTIONS OF THE LIFE OF EACH SOUL, AND AS TO HER DEPARTURE FROM THIS LIFE, AND WHETHER IT IS POSSIBLE FOR HER TO ENTER INTO A SECOND LIFE IN A BODY OR NOT, AND WHETHER THAT TAKES PLACE AT THE SAME PERIOD, AND AFTER THE SAME ARRANGEMENT IN EACH CASE, OR NOT; AND WHETHER SHE ENTERS THE SAME BODY, OR A DIFFERENT ONE, AND IF THE SAME, WHETHER THE SUBJECT REMAINS THE SAME WHILE THE QUALITIES ARE CHANGED, OR IF BOTH SUBJECT AND QUALITIES REMAIN THE SAME, AND IF THE SOUL WILL ALWAYS MAKE USE OF THE SAME BODY OR WILL CHANGE IT. ALONG WITH THESE QUESTIONS, IT WOULD ALSO BE NECESSARY TO ASK WHAT TRANSCORPORATION IS, AND HOW IT DIFFERS FROM INCORPORATION, AND IF HE WHO HOLDS TRANSCORPORATION MUST NECESSARILY HOLD THE WORLD TO BE ETERNAL. THE VIEWS OF THESE SCHOLARS MUST ALSO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT, WHO CONSIDER THAT, ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES, THE SOUL IS SOWN ALONG WITH THE BODY, AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF SUCH A VIEW MUST ALSO BE LOOKED AT. IN FACT, THE SUBJECT OF THE SOUL IS A WIDE ONE, AND HARD TO BE UNRAVELLED, AND IT HAS TO BE PICKED OUT OF SCATTERED EXPRESSIONS OF SCRIPTURE. IT REQUIRES, THEREFORE, SEPARATE TREATMENT. THE BRIEF CONSIDERATION WE HAVE BEEN LED TO GIVE TO THE PROBLEM IN CONNECTION WITH ELIJAH AND JOHN MAY NOW SUFFICE; WE GO ON TO WHAT FOLLOWS IN THE GOSPEL.
8. JOHN IS A PROPHET, BUT NOT THE PROPHET.
" ARE YOU THAT PROPHET? AND HE ANSWERED NO. " JOHN 1:21 IF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS WERE UNTIL JOHN, LUKE 16:16 WHAT CAN WE SAY THAT JOHN WAS BUT A PROPHET? HIS FATHER ZACHARIAS, INDEED, SAYS, FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST AND PROPHESYING, LUKE 1:76 " AND THOU, CHILD, SHALL BE CALLED THE PROPHET OF THE HIGHEST, FOR YOU SHALL GO BEFORE THE LORD TO PREPARE HIS WAYS. " (ONE MIGHT INDEED GET PAST THIS PASSAGE BY LAYING STRESS ON THE WORD CALLED: HE IS TO BE CALLED, HE IS NOT SAID TO BE, A PROPHET.) AND STILL MORE WEIGHTY IS IT THAT THE SAVIOUR SAID TO THOSE WHO CONSIDERED JOHN TO BE A PROPHET, MATTHEW 11:9 " BUT WHAT WENT YE OUT TO SEE? A PROPHET? YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, AND MORE THAN A PROPHET. " THE WORDS, YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU, MANIFESTLY AFFIRM THAT JOHN IS A PROPHET, AND THAT IS NOWHERE DENIED AFTERWARDS. IF, THEN, HE IS SAID BY THE SAVIOUR TO BE NOT ONLY A PROPHET BUT " MORE THAN A PROPHET, " HOW IS IT THAT WHEN THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES COME AND ASK HIM, " ARE YOU THE PROPHET? " HE ANSWERS NO! ON THIS WE MUST REMARK THAT IT IS NOT THE SAME THING TO SAY, " ARE YOU THE PROPHET? " AND " ARE YOU A PROPHET? " THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE TWO EXPRESSIONS HAS ALREADY BEEN OBSERVED, WHEN WE ASKED WHAT WAS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE GOD AND GOD, AND BETWEEN THE LOGOS AND LOGOS. NOW IT IS WRITTEN IN DEUTERONOMY, " A PROPHET SHALL THE LORD YOUR GOD RAISE UP UNTO YOU, LIKE ME; HIM SHALL YOU HEAR, AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERY SOUL THAT WILL NOT HEAR THAT PROPHET SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM AMONG HIS PEOPLE. " THERE WAS, THEREFORE, AN EXPECTATION OF ONE PARTICULAR PROPHET HAVING A RESEMBLANCE TO MOSES IN MEDIATING BETWEEN GOD AND THE PEOPLE AND RECEIVING A NEW COVENANT FROM GOD TO GIVE TO THOSE WHO ACCEPTED HIS TEACHING; AND IN THE CASE OF EACH OF THE PROPHETS, THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL RECOGNIZED THAT HE WAS NOT THE PERSON OF WHOM MOSES SPOKE. AS, THEN, THEY DOUBTED ABOUT JOHN, WHETHER HE, WERE NOT THE CHRIST, LUKE 3:15 SO THEY DOUBTED WHETHER HE COULD NOT BE THE PROPHET. AND THERE IS NO WONDER THAT THOSE WHO DOUBTED ABOUT JOHN WHETHER HE, WERE THE CHRIST, DID NOT UNDERSTAND THAT THE CHRIST AND THE PROPHET ARE THE SAME PERSON; THEIR DOUBT AS TO JOHN NECESSARILY IMPLIED THAT THEY WERE NOT CLEAR ON THIS POINT. NOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN " THE PROPHET " AND " A PROPHET " HAS ESCAPED THE OBSERVATION OF MOST STUDENTS; THIS IS THE CASE WITH HERACLEON, WHO SAYS, IN THESE VERY WORDS: " AS, THEN, JOHN CONFESSED THAT HE WAS NOT THE CHRIST, AND NOT EVEN A PROPHET, NOR ELIJAH. " IF HE INTERPRETED THE WORDS BEFORE US IN SUCH A WAY, HE OUGHT TO HAVE EXAMINED THE VARIOUS PASSAGES TO SEE WHETHER IN SAYING THAT HE IS NOT A PROPHET NOR ELIJAH HE IS OR IS NOT SAYING WHAT IS TRUE. HE DEVOTES NO ATTENTION, HOWEVER, TO THESE PASSAGES, AND IN HIS REMAINING COMMENTARIES HE PASSES OVER SUCH POINTS WITHOUT ANY ENQUIRY. IN THE SEQUEL, TOO, HIS REMARKS, OF WHICH WE SHALL HAVE TO SPEAK DIRECTLY, ARE VERY SCANTY, AND DO NOT TESTIFY TO CAREFUL STUDY.
9. JOHN I. 22.
" THEY SAID THEREFORE UNTO HIM, WHO ART THOU? THAT WE MAY GIVE AN ANSWER TO THEM THAT SENT US. WHAT SAYEST THOU OF YOURSELF? " THIS SPEECH OF THE EMISSARIES AMOUNTS TO THE FOLLOWING: WE HAD A SURMISE WHAT YOU WERE AND CAME TO LEARN IF IT WAS SO, BUT NOW WE KNOW THAT YOU ARE NOT THAT. IT REMAINS FOR US, THEREFORE, TO HEAR YOUR ACCOUNT OF YOURSELF, SO THAT WE MAY REPORT YOUR ANSWER TO THOSE WHO SENT US.
10. OF THE VOICE JOHN THE BAPTIST IS.
" HE SAID, I AM THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS: MAKE STRAIGHT THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, AS SAID ISAIAH THE PROPHET. " AS HE WHO IS PECULIARLY THE SON OF GOD, BEING NO OTHER THAN THE LOGOS, YET MAKES USE OF LOGOS (REASON)—FOR HE WAS THE LOGOS IN THE BEGINNING, AND WAS WITH GOD, THE LOGOS OF GOD—SO JOHN, THE SERVANT OF THAT LOGOS, BEING, IF WE TAKE THE SCRIPTURE TO MEAN WHAT IT SAYS, NO OTHER THAN A VOICE, YET USES HIS VOICE TO POINT TO THE LOGOS. HE, THEN, UNDERSTANDING IN THIS WAY THE PROPHECY ABOUT HIMSELF SPOKEN BY ISAIAH THE PROPHET, SAYS HE IS A VOICE, NOT CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, BUT " OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, " OF HIM, NAMELY, WHO STOOD AND CRIED, JOHN 7:37 " IF ANY MAN THIRST, LET HIM COME UNTO ME AND DRINK. " HE IT WAS, TOO, WHO SAID, LUKE 3:4 " PREPARE YE THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT. EVERY VALLEY SHALL BE FILLED AND EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL SHALL BE BROUGHT LOW; AND ALL THE CROOKED SHALL BE MADE STRAIGHT. " FOR AS WE READ IN EXODUS THAT GOD SAID TO MOSES, " BEHOLD I HAVE GIVEN YOU FOR A GOD TO PHARAOH, AND AARON YOUR BROTHER SHALL BE YOUR PROPHET; " SO WE ARE TO UNDERSTAND—THE CASES ARE AT LEAST ANALOGOUS IF NOT ALTOGETHER SIMILAR—IT IS WITH THE WORD IN THE BEGINNING, WHO IS GOD, AND WITH JOHN. FOR JOHN'S VOICE POINTS TO THAT WORD AND DEMONSTRATES IT. IT IS THEREFORE A VERY APPROPRIATE PUNISHMENT THAT FALLS ON ZACHARIAS ON HIS SAYING TO THE ANGEL, LUKE 1:18 " WHEREBY SHALL I KNOW THIS? FOR I AM AN OLD MAN AND MY WIFE WELL STRICKEN IN YEARS. " FOR HIS WANT OF FAITH WITH REGARD TO THE BIRTH OF THE VOICE, HE IS HIMSELF DEPRIVED OF HIS VOICE, AS THE ANGEL GABRIEL SAYS TO HIM, " BEHOLD, YOU SHALL BE SILENT AND NOT ABLE TO SPEAK UNTIL THE DAY THAT THESE THINGS SHALL COME TO PASS, BECAUSE YOU HAVE NOT BELIEVED MY WORDS, WHICH SHALL BE FULFILLED IN THEIR SEASON. " AND AFTERWARDS WHEN HE HAD " ASKED FOR A WRITING TABLET AND WRITTEN, HIS NAME IS JOHN; AND THEY ALL MARVELLED, " HE RECOVERED HIS VOICE; FOR " HIS MOUTH WAS OPENED IMMEDIATELY AND HIS TONGUE, AND HE SPOKE, BLESSING GOD. " WE DISCUSSED ABOVE HOW IT IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE LOGOS IS THE SON OF GOD, AND WENT OVER THE IDEAS CONNECTED WITH THAT; AND A SIMILAR SEQUENCE OF IDEAS IS TO BE OBSERVED AT THIS POINT. JOHN CAME FOR A WITNESS; HE WAS A MAN SENT FROM GOD TO BEAR WITNESS OF THE LIGHT, THAT ALL MEN THROUGH HIM MIGHT BELIEVE; HE WAS THAT VOICE, THEN, WE ARE TO UNDERSTAND, WHICH ALONE WAS FITTED WORTHILY TO ANNOUNCE THE LOGOS. WE SHALL UNDERSTAND THIS ARIGHT IF WE CALL TO MIND WHAT WAS ADDUCED IN OUR EXPOSITION OF THE TEXTS: " THAT ALL MIGHT BELIEVE THROUGH HIM, " AND " THIS IS HE OF WHOM IT IS WRITTEN, BEHOLD I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE YOUR FACE, WHO SHALL PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU. " MATTHEW 11:10 THERE IS FITNESS, TOO, IN HIS BEING SAID TO BE THE VOICE, NOT OF ONE SAYING IN THE WILDERNESS, BUT OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS. HE WHO CRIES, " PREPARE YE THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, " ALSO SAYS IT; BUT HE MIGHT SAY IT WITHOUT CRYING IT. BUT HE CRIES AND SHOUTS IT, THAT EVEN THOSE MAY HEAR WHO ARE AT A DISTANCE FROM THE SPEAKER, AND THAT EVEN THE DEAF MAY UNDERSTAND THE GREATNESS OF THE TIDINGS, SINCE IT IS ANNOUNCED IN A GREAT VOICE; AND HE THUS BRINGS HELP, BOTH TO THOSE WHO HAVE DEPARTED FROM GOD AND TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST THE ACUTENESS OF THEIR HEARING. THIS, TOO, WAS THE REASON WHY " JESUS STOOD AND CRIED, SAYING, IF ANY MAN THIRST, LET HIM COME UNTO ME AND DRINK. " HENCE, TOO, JOHN 1:15 " JOHN BEARS WITNESS OF HIM, AND CRIED, SAYING, " " HENCE ALSO GOD COMMANDS ISAIAH TO CRY, WITH THE VOICE OF ONE SAYING, CRY. AND I SAID, WHAT SHALL I CRY? " THE PHYSICAL VOICE WE USE IN PRAYER NEED NOT BE GREAT NOR STARTLING; EVEN SHOULD WE NOT LIFT UP ANY GREAT CRY OR SHOUT, GOD WILL YET HEAR US. HE SAYS TO MOSES, EXODUS 14:15 " WHY CRIEST THOU UNTO ME? " WHEN MOSES HAD NOT CRIED AUDIBLY AT ALL. IT IS NOT RECORDED IN EXODUS THAT HE DID SO; BUT MOSES HAD CRIED MIGHTILY TO GOD IN PRAYER WITH THAT VOICE WHICH IS HEARD BY GOD ALONE. HENCE DAVID ALSO SAYS, " WITH MY VOICE I CRIED UNTO THE LORD, AND HE HEARD ME. " AND ONE WHO CRIES IN THE DESERT HAS NEED OF A VOICE, THAT THE SOUL WHICH IS DEPRIVED OF GOD AND DESERTED OF TRUTH—AND WHAT MORE DREADFUL DESERT IS THERE THAN A SOUL DESERTED OF GOD AND OF ALL VIRTUE, SINCE IT STILL GOES CROOKEDLY AND NEEDS INSTRUCTION—MAY BE EXHORTED TO MAKE STRAIGHT THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD. AND THAT WAY IS MADE STRAIGHT BY THE MAN WHO, FAR FROM COPYING THE SERPENT'S CROOKED JOURNEY; WHILE HE WHO IS OF THE CONTRARY DISPOSITION PERVERTS HIS WAY. HENCE THE REBUKE DIRECTED TO A MAN OF THIS KIND AND TO ALL WHO RESEMBLE HIM, " WHY PERVERT YE THE RIGHT [SEXLESS] WAYS OF THE LORD? " ACTS 13:10
11. OF THE WAY OF THE LORD, HOW IT IS NARROW, AND HOW JESUS IS THE WAY.
NOW THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD IS MADE STRAIGHT IN TWO FASHIONS. FIRST, IN THE WAY OF CONTEMPLATION, WHEN THOUGHT IS MADE CLEAR IN TRUTH WITHOUT ANY MIXTURE OF FALSEHOOD; AND THEN IN THE WAY OF CONDUCT, AFTER THE SOUND CONTEMPLATION OF WHAT OUGHT TO BE DONE, WHEN ACTION IS PRODUCED WHICH HARMONIZES WITH SOUND THEORY OF CONDUCT. AND THAT WE MAY THE MORE CLEARLY UNDERSTAND THE TEXT, " MAKE STRAIGHT THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, " IT WILL BE WELL TO COMPARE WITH IT WHAT IS SAID IN THE PROVERBS, " DEPART NOT, EITHER TO THE RIGHT HAND OR TO THE LEFT. " FOR HE WHO DEVIATES IN EITHER DIRECTION HAS GIVEN UP KEEPING HIS PATH STRAIGHT, AND IS NO LONGER WORTHY OF REGARD, SINCE HE HAS GONE APART FROM THE STRAIGHTNESS OF THE JOURNEY, FOR " THE LORD IS RIGHTEOUS, AND LOVES RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND HIS FACE BEHOLDS STRAIGHTNESS. " HENCE HE WHO IS THE OBJECT OF REGARD, AND RECEIVES THE BENEFIT THAT COMES FROM THIS OVERSIGHT, SAYS, " THE LIGHT OF THY COUNTENANCE WAS SHOWN UPON US, O LORD. " LET US STAND, THEN, AS JEREMIAH EXHORTS, UPON THE WAYS, AND LET US SEE AND ASK AFTER THE ANCIENT [SEXLESS] WAYS OF THE LORD, AND LET US SEE WHICH IS THE GOOD WAY, AND WALK IN IT. THUS, DID THE APOSTLES STAND AND ASK FOR THE ANCIENT [SEXLESS] WAYS OF THE LORD; THEY ASKED THE PATRIARCHS AND THE PROPHETS, ENQUIRING INTO THEIR WRITINGS, AND WHEN THEY CAME TO UNDERSTAND THESE WRITINGS, THEY SAW THE GOOD WAY, NAMELY, JESUS CHRIST, WHO SAID, " I AM THE WAY, " AND THEY WALKED IN IT. FOR IT IS A GOOD WAY THAT LEADS THE GOOD MAN TO THE GOOD FATHER, THE MAN WHO, FROM THE GOOD TREASURE OF HIS HEART, BRINGS FORTH GOOD THINGS, AND WHO IS A GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT. THIS WAY IS NARROW, INDEED, FOR THE MANY CANNOT BEAR TO WALK IN IT AND ARE LOVERS OF THEIR FLESH; BUT IT IS ALSO HARD-PRESSED BY THOSE WHO USE VIOLENCE MATTHEW 11:12 TO WALK IN IT, FOR IT IS NOT CALLED AFFLICTING, BUT AFFLICTED. FOR THAT WAY WHICH IS A LIVING WAY, AND FEELS THE QUALITIES OF THOSE WHO TREAD IT, IS PRESSED AND AFFLICTED, WHEN HE TRAVELS ON IT WHO HAS NOT TAKEN OFF HIS SHOES FROM OFF HIS FEET, EXODUS 3:5 NOR TRULY REALIZED THAT THE PLACE ON WHICH HE STANDS. OR INDEED TREADS, IS HOLY GROUND. AND IT WILL LEAD TO HIM WHO IS THE LIFE, AND WHO SAYS, " I AM THE LIFE. " FOR THE SAVIOUR, IN WHOM ALL VIRTUES ARE COMBINED, HAS MANY ASPECTS. TO HIM WHO, THOUGH BY NO MEANS NEAR THE END, IS YET ADVANCING, HE IS THE WAY; TO HIM WHO HAS PUT OFF ALL THAT IS DEAD HE IS THE LIFE. HE WHO TRAVELS ON THIS WAY IS TOLD TO TAKE NOTHING WITH HIM ON IT, SINCE IT PROVIDES BREAD AND ALL THAT IS NECESSARY FOR LIFE, ENEMIES ARE POWERLESS ON IT, AND HE NEEDS NO STAFF, AND SINCE IT IS HOLY, HE NEEDS NO SHOES.
12. HERACLEON'S VIEW OF THE VOICE, AND OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.
THE WORDS, HOWEVER, " I AM THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, " ETC., MAY BE TAKEN AS EQUIVALENT TO " I AM HE OF WHOM THE 'VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS' IS WRITTEN. " THEN JOHN WOULD BE THE PERSON CRYING, AND HIS VOICE WOULD BE THAT CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, " MAKE STRAIGHT THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD. " HERACLEON, DISCUSSING JOHN AND THE PROPHETS, SAYS, SOMEWHAT SLANDEROUSLY, THAT " THE WORD IS THE SAVIOUR; THE VOICE, THAT IN THE WILDERNESS WHICH JOHN INTERPRETED; THE SOUND IS THE WHOLE PROPHETIC ORDER. " TO THIS WE MAY REPLY BY REMINDING HIM OF THE TEXT, 1 CORINTHIANS 14:8 " IF THE TRUMPET GIVE AN UNCERTAIN SOUND, WHO SHALL PREPARE HIMSELF FOR THE BATTLE, " AND THAT WHICH SAYS THAT THOUGH A MAN HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF MYSTERIES, OR HAVE PROPHECY BUT WANTS LOVE, HE IS A SOUNDING OR A TINKLING CYMBAL. 1 CORINTHIANS 13:1 IF THE PROPHETIC VOICE BE NOTHING BUT SOUND, HOW DOES OUR LORD COME TO REFER US TO IT AS WHERE HE SAYS, JOHN 5:39 " SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES, FOR IN THEM YOU THINK YOU HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, AND THESE ARE THEY WHICH BEAR WITNESS, " AND JOHN 5:46 "IF YOU BELIEVED MOSES, YOU WOULD BELIEVE ME," AND "WELL DID ISAIAH PROPHESY CONCERNING YOU, SAYING, THIS PEOPLE HONOURS ME WITH THEIR LIPS"? I DO NOT KNOW IF ANY ONE CAN REASONABLY ADMIT THAT THE SAVIOUR THUS SPOKE IN PRAISE OF AN UNCERTAIN SOUND, OR THAT THERE IS ANY PREPARATION TO BE HAD FROM THE SCRIPTURES TO WHICH WE ARE REFERRED AS FROM THE VOICE OF A TRUMPET, FOR OUR WAR AGAINST OPPOSING POWERS, SHOULD THEIR SOUND GIVE AN UNCERTAIN VOICE. IF THE PROPHETS HAD NOT LOVE, AND IF THAT IS WHY THEY WERE SOUNDING BRASS OR A TINKLING CYMBAL, THEN HOW DOES THE LORD SEND US TO THEIR SOUND, AS THESE WRITERS WILL HAVE IT, AS IF WE COULD GET HELP FROM THAT? HE ASSERTS, INDEED, THAT A VOICE, WHEN WELL FITTED TO SPEECH, BECOMES SPEECH, AS IF ONE SHOULD SAY THAT A WOMAN IS TURNED INTO A MAN; AND THE ASSERTION IS NOT SUPPORTED BY ARGUMENT. AND, AS IF HE WERE IN A POSITION TO PUT FORTH A DOGMA ON THE SUBJECT AND TO GET ON IN THIS WAY, HE DECLARES THAT SOUND CAN BE CHANGED IN A SIMILAR WAY INTO VOICE, AND THE VOICE, WHICH IS CHANGED INTO SPEECH, HE SAYS, IS IN THE POSITION OF A DISCIPLE, WHILE SOUND PASSING INTO VOICE IS IN THAT OF A SLAVE. IF HE HAD TAKEN ANY KIND OF TROUBLE TO ESTABLISH THESE POINTS, WE SHOULD HAVE HAD TO DEVOTE SOME ATTENTION TO REFUTING THEM; BUT AS IT IS, THE BARE DENIAL IS SUFFICIENT REFUTATION. THERE WAS A POINT SOME WAY BACK WHICH WE DEFERRED TAKING UP, THAT, NAMELY, OF THE MOTIVE OF JOHN'S SPEECHES. WE MAY NOW TAKE IT UP. THE SAVIOUR, ACCORDING TO HERACLEON, CALLS HIM BOTH A PROPHET AND ELIJAH, BUT HE HIMSELF DENIES THAT HE IS EITHER OF THESE. WHEN THE SAVIOUR, HERACLEON SAYS, CALLS HIM A PROPHET AND ELIJAH, HE IS SPEAKING NOT OF JOHN HIMSELF, BUT OF HIS SURROUNDINGS; BUT WHEN HE CALLS HIM GREATER THAN THE PROPHETS AND THAN THOSE WHO ARE BORN OF WOMEN, THEN HE IS DESCRIBING THE CHARACTER OF JOHN HIMSELF. WHEN JOHN, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS ASKED ABOUT HIMSELF, HIS ANSWERS RELATE TO HIMSELF, NOT TO HIS SURROUNDINGS. THIS WE HAVE EXAMINED AS CAREFULLY AS POSSIBLE, COMPARING EACH OF THE TERMS IN QUESTION WITH THE STATEMENTS OF HERACLEON, LEST HE SHOULD NOT HAVE EXPRESSED HIMSELF QUITE ACCURATELY. FOR HOW IT COMES THAT THE STATEMENTS THAT HE IS ELIJAH AND THAT HE IS A PROPHET APPLY TO THOSE ABOUT HIM, BUT THE STATEMENT THAT HE IS THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, TO HIMSELF, NO ATTEMPT WHATEVER IS MADE TO SHOW. HERACLEON ONLY GIVES AN ILLUSTRATION, NAMELY, THIS: HIS SURROUNDINGS WERE, SO TO SPEAK, HIS CLOTHES, AND OTHER THAN HIMSELF, AND WHEN HE WAS ASKED ABOUT HIS CLOTHES, IF HE WERE HIS CLOTHES, HE COULD NOT ANSWER " YES. " NOW THAT HIS BEING ELIJAH, WHO WAS TO COME, WAS HIS CLOTHES, IS SCARCELY CONSISTENT, SO FAR AS I CAN SEE, WITH HERACLEON'S VIEWS; IT MIGHT CONSIST, PERHAPS, WITH THE EXPOSITION WE OURSELVES GAVE OF THE WORDS, " IN THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIJAH; " IT MIGHT, IN A SENSE, BE SAID THAT THIS SPIRIT OF ELIJAH IS EQUIVALENT TO THE SOUL OF JOHN. HE THEN GOES ON TO TRY TO DETERMINE WHY THOSE WHO WERE SENT BY THE JEWS TO QUESTION JOHN WERE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, AND HE ANSWERS BY NO MEANS BADLY, THAT IT WAS INCUMBENT ON SUCH PERSONS, BEING DEVOTED TO THE SERVICE OF GOD, TO BUSY THEMSELVES AND TO MAKE ENQUIRIES ABOUT SUCH MATTERS. WHEN HE GOES ON, HOWEVER, TO SAY THAT IT WAS " BECAUSE JOHN WAS OF THE LEVITICAL TRIBE, " THIS IS LESS WELL CONSIDERED. WE RAISED THE QUESTION OURSELVES ABOVE, AND SAW THAT IF THE JEWS WHO WERE SENT KNEW JOHN'S BIRTH, IT WAS NOT OPEN TO THEM TO ASK IF HE WAS ELIJAH. THEN, AGAIN, IN DEALING WITH THE QUESTION, " ARE YOU THE PROPHET? " HERACLEON DOES NOT REGARD THE ADDITION OF THE ARTICLE AS HAVING ANY SPECIAL FORCE, AND SAYS, " THEY ASKED HIM IF HE WERE A PROPHET, WISHING TO KNOW THIS MORE GENERAL FACT. " AGAIN, NOT HERACLEON ALONE, BUT, SO FAR AS I AM INFORMED, ALL THOSE WHO DIVERGE FROM OUR VIEWS, AS IF THEY HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO DEAL WITH A TRIFLING AMBIGUITY AND TO DRAW THE PROPER DISTINCTION, SUPPOSE JOHN TO BE GREATER THAN ELIJAH AND THAN ALL THE PROPHETS. THE WORDS ARE, " OF THOSE BORN OF WOMEN THERE IS NONE GREATER THAN JOHN; " BUT THIS ADMITS OF TWO MEANINGS, THAT JOHN IS GREATER THAN THEY ALL, OR AGAIN, THAT SOME OF THEM ARE EQUAL TO HIM. FOR THOUGH MANY OF THE PROPHETS WERE EQUAL TO HIM, STILL IT MIGHT BE TRUE IN RESPECT OF THE GRACE BESTOWED ON HIM, THAT NONE OF THEM WAS GREATER THAN HE. HE REGARDS IT AS CONFIRMING THE VIEW THAT JOHN WAS GREATER, THAT " HE IS PREDICTED BY ISAIAH; " FOR NO OTHER OF ALL THOSE WHO UTTERED PROPHECIES WAS HELD WORTHY BY GOD OF THIS DISTINCTION. THIS, HOWEVER, IS A VENTURESOME STATEMENT AND IMPLIES SOME DISRESPECT OF WHAT IS CALLED THE OLD TESTAMENT, AND TOTAL DISREGARD OF THE FACT THAT ELIJAH HIMSELF WAS THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY. FOR ELIJAH IS PROPHESIED BY MALACHI, WHO SAYS, " BEHOLD, I SEND UNTO YOU ELIJAH, THE TISHBITE, WHO SHALL RESTORE THE HEART OF THE FATHER TO THE SON. " JOSIAH, TOO, AS WE READ IN THIRD KINGS, 1 KINGS 13:2 WAS PREDICTED BY NAME BY THE PROPHET WHO CAME OUT OF JUDAH; FOR HE SAID, JEROBOAM ALSO BEING PRESENT AT THE ALTAR, " THUS SAYS THE LORD, BEHOLD A SON IS BORN TO DAVID, HIS NAME IS JOSIAH. " THERE ARE SOME ALSO WHO SAY THAT SAMSON WAS PREDICTED BY JACOB, WHEN HE SAID, GENESIS 49:16 " DAN SHALL JUDGE HIS OWN PEOPLE, HE IS AS ONE TRIBE IN ISRAEL, " FOR SAMSON WHO JUDGED ISRAEL WAS OF THE TRIBE OF DAN. SO MUCH BY WAY OF EVIDENCE OF THE RASHNESS OF THE STATEMENT THAT JOHN ALONE WAS THE SUBJECT OF PROPHECY, MADE BY HERACLEON IN HIS ATTEMPTED EXPLANATION OF THE WORDS, " I AM THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS. " 
13. JOHN I. 24, 25. OF THE BAPTISM OF JOHN, THAT OF ELIJAH, AND THAT OF CHRIST.
AND THEY THAT WERE SENT WERE OF THE PHARISEES. AND THEY ASKED HIM, AND SAID UNTO HIM, JOHN 1:24-25 " WHY BAPTIZEST THOU THEN, IF YOU ARE NOT THE CHRIST, NOR ELIJAH, NOR THE PROPHET? " THOSE WHO SENT FROM JERUSALEM THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES WHO ASKED JOHN THESE QUESTIONS, HAVING LEARNED WHO JOHN WAS NOT, AND WHO HE WAS, PRESERVE A DECENT SILENCE, AS IF TACITLY ASSENTING AND INDICATING THAT THEY AC CEPTED WHAT WAS SAID, AND SAW THAT BAPTISM WAS SUITED TO A VOICE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS FOR THE PREPARING OF THE WAY OF THE LORD. BUT THE PHARISEES BEING, AS THEIR NAME INDICATES, A DIVIDED AND SEDITIOUS SET OF PEOPLE, SHOW THAT THEY DO NOT AGREE WITH THE JEWS OF THE METROPOLIS AND WITH THE MINISTERS OF THE SERVICE OF GOD, THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES. THEY SEND ENVOYS WHO DEAL IN REBUKES, AND SO FAR AS THEIR POWER EXTENDS DEBAR HIM FROM BAPTIZING; THEIR ENVOYS ASK, WHY BAPTIZEST THOU, THEN, IF YOU ARE NOT THE CHRIST, NOR ELIJAH, NOR THE PROPHET? AND IF WE WERE TO STITCH TOGETHER INTO ONE STATEMENT WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE VARIOUS GOSPELS, WE SHOULD SAY THAT AT THIS TIME THEY SPOKE AS IS HERE REPORTED, BUT THAT AT A LATER TIME, WHEN THEY WISHED TO RECEIVED BAPTISM, THEY HEARD THE ADDRESS OF JOHN: MATTHEW 3:7-8 " GENERATIONS OF VIPERS, WHO HAS WARNED YOU TO FLEE FROM THE WRATH TO COME? BRING FORTH THEREFORE FRUITS WORTHY OF REPENTANCE. " THIS IS WHAT THE BAPTIST SAYS IN MATTHEW, WHEN HE SEES MANY OF THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES COMING TO HIS BAPTISM, WITHOUT, IT IS CLEAR, HAVING THE FRUITS OF REPENTANCE, AND PHARISAICALLY BOASTING IN THEMSELVES THAT THEY HAD ABRAHAM FOR THEIR FATHER. FOR THIS THEY ARE REBUKED BY JOHN, WHO HAS THE ZEAL OF ELIJAH ACCORDING TO THE COMMUNICATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. FOR THAT IS A REBUKING WORD, " THINK NOT TO SAY WITHIN YOURSELVES, WE HAVE ABRAHAM FOR OUR FATHER, " AND THAT IS THE WORD OF A TEACHER, WHEN HE SPEAKS OF THOSE WHO FOR THEIR STONY HEARTS ARE CALLED UNBELIEVING STONES, AND SAYS THAT BY THE POWER OF GOD THESE STONES MAY BE CHANGED INTO CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM; FOR THEY WERE PRESENT TO THE EYES OF THE PROPHET AND DID NOT SHRINK FROM HIS DIVINE GLANCE. HENCE HIS WORDS: " I SAY UNTO YOU THAT GOD IS ABLE OF THESE STONES TO RAISE UP CHILDREN TO ABRAHAM. " AND SINCE THEY CAME TO HIS BAPTISM WITHOUT HAVING DONE FRUITS MEET FOR REPENTANCE, HE SAYS TO THEM MOST APPROPRIATELY, " ALREADY IS THE AXE LAID TO THE ROOT OF THE TREE; EVERY TREE THAT BRINGS NOT FORTH GOOD FRUIT IS HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE. " THIS IS AS MUCH AS TO SAY TO THEM: SINCE YOU HAVE COME TO BAPTISM WITHOUT HAVING DONE FRUITS MEET FOR REPENTANCE, YOU ARE A TREE THAT DOES NOT BRING FORTH GOOD FRUIT AND WHICH HAS TO BE CUT DOWN BY THE MOST SHARP AND PIERCING AXE OF THE WORD WHICH IS LIVING AND POWERFUL AND SHARPER THAN EVERY TWO-EDGED SWORD. THE ESTIMATION IN WHICH THE PHARISEES HELD THEMSELVES IS ALSO SET FORTH BY LUKE IN THE PASSAGE: LUKE 18:10-11 " TWO MEN WENT UP TO THE TEMPLE TO PRAY, THE ONE A PHARISEE AND THE OTHER A PUBLICAN. AND THE PHARISEE STOOD AND PRAYED THUS WITH HIMSELF: GOD, I THANK THEE THAT I AM NOT AS OTHER MEN ARE, EXTORTIONERS, UNJUST, ADULTERERS, OR EVEN AS THIS PUBLICAN. " THE RESULT OF THIS SPEECH IS THAT THE PUBLICAN GOES DOWN TO HIS HOUSE JUSTIFIED RATHER THAN THE PHARISEE, AND THE LESSON IS DRAWN, THAT EVERY ONE WHO EXALTS HIMSELF IS ABASED. THEY CAME, THEN, IN THE CHARACTER IN WHICH THE SAVIOUR'S REPROVING WORDS DESCRIBED THEM, AS HYPOCRITES TO JOHN'S BAPTISM, NOR DOES IT ESCAPE THE BAPTIST'S OBSERVATION THAT THEY HAVE THE POISON OF VIPERS UNDER THEIR TONGUE AND THE POISON OF ASPS, FOR " THE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER THEIR TONGUE. " THE FIGURE OF SERPENTS RIGHTLY INDICATES THEIR TEMPER, AND IT IS PLAINLY REVEALED IN THEIR BETTER QUESTION: " WHY BAPTIZEST THOU THEN, IF YOU ARE NOT THE CHRIST, NOR ELIJAH, NOR THE PROPHET? " TO THESE I WOULD FAIN REPLY, IF IT BE THE CASE THAT THE CHRIST AND ELIJAH AND THE PROPHET BAPTIZE, BUT THAT THE VOICE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS HAS NO AUTHORITY TO DO SO, " MOST HARSHLY, MY FRIENDS, DO YOU QUESTION THE MESSENGER SENT BEFORE THE FACE OF CHRIST TO PREPARE HIS WAY BEFORE HIM. THE MYSTERIES WHICH BELONG TO THIS POINT ARE ALL HIDDEN TO YOU; FOR JESUS BEING, WHETHER YOU WILL OR NOT, THE CHRIST, DID NOT HIMSELF BAPTIZE BUT HIS DISCIPLES, HE WHO WAS HIMSELF THE PROPHET. AND HOW HAVE YOU COME TO BELIEVE THAT ELIJAH WHO IS TO COME WILL BAPTIZE? " HE DID NOT BAPTIZE THE LOGS UPON THE ALTAR IN THE TIMES OF AHAB, THOUGH THEY NEEDED SUCH A BATH TO BE BURNED UP, WHAT TIME THE LORD APPEARED IN FIRE. NO, HE COMMANDS THE PRIESTS TO DO THIS FOR HIM, AND THAT NOT ONLY ONCE; FOR HE SAYS, " DO IT A SECOND TIME, " UPON WHICH THEY DID IT A SECOND TIME, AND " DO IT A THIRD TIME, " AND THEY DID IT A THIRD TIME. IF, THEN, HE DID NOT AT THAT TIME HIMSELF BAPTIZE BUT LEFT THE WORK TO OTHERS, HOW WAS HE TO BAPTIZE AT THE TIME SPOKEN OF BY MALACHI? CHRIST, THEN, DOES NOT BAPTIZE WITH WATER, BUT HIS DISCIPLES. HE RESERVES FOR HIMSELF TO BAPTIZE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WITH FIRE. NOW HERACLEON ACCEPTS THE SPEECH OF THE PHARISEES AS DISTINCTLY IMPLYING THAT THE OFFICE OF BAPTIZING BELONGED TO THE CHRIST AND ELIJAH AND TO EVERY PROPHET, FOR HE USES THESE WORDS, " WHOSE OFFICE ALONE IT IS TO BAPTIZE. " HE IS REFUTED BY WHAT WE HAVE JUST SAID, AND ESPECIALLY BY THE CONSIDERATION THAT HE TAKES THE WORD " PROPHET " IN A GENERAL SENSE; FOR HE CAN NOT SHOW THAT ANY OF THE PROPHETS BAPTIZED. HE ADDS, NOT INCORRECTLY, THAT THE PHARISEES PUT THE QUESTION FROM MALICE, AND NOT FROM A DESIRE TO LEARN.
14. COMPARISON OF THE STATEMENTS OF THE FOUR EVANGELISTS RESPECTING JOHN THE BAPTIST, THE PROPHECIES REGARDING HIM, HIS ADDRESSES TO THE MULTITUDE AND TO THE PHARISEES, ETC.
WE DEEM IT NECESSARY TO COMPARE WITH THE EXPRESSION OF THE PASSAGE WE ARE CONSIDERING THE SIMILAR EXPRESSIONS FOUND ELSEWHERE IN THE GOSPELS. THIS WE SHALL CONTINUE TO DO POINT BY POINT TO THE END OF THIS WORK, SO THAT TERMS WHICH APPEAR TO DISAGREE MAY BE SHOWN TO BE IN HARMONY, AND THAT THE PECULIAR MEANINGS PRESENT IN EACH MAY BE EXPLAINED. THIS WE SHALL DO IN THE PRESENT PASSAGE. THE WORDS, " THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, MAKE STRAIGHT THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, " ARE PLACED BY JOHN, WHO WAS A DISCIPLE, IN THE MOUTH OF THE BAPTIST. IN MARK, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE SAME WORDS ARE RECORDED AT THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SCRIPTURE OF ISAIAH, AS THUS: " THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN ISAIAH THE PROPHET, BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE YOUR FACE, WHO SHALL PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU. THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, PREPARE YE THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT. " NOW THE WORDS, " MAKE STRAIGHT THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, " ADDED BY JOHN, ARE NOT FOUND IN THE PROPHET. PERHAPS JOHN WAS SEEKING TO COMPRESS THE " PREPARE YE THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE STRAIGHT THE PATHS OF OUR GOD, " AND SO WROTE, " MAKE STRAIGHT THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD; " WHILE MARK COMBINED TWO PROPHECIES SPOKEN BY TWO DIFFERENT PROPHETS IN DIFFERENT PLACES, AND MADE ONE PROPHECY OUT OF THEM, " AS IT IS WRITTEN IN ISAIAH THE PROPHET, BEHOLD I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE YOUR FACE, WHO SHALL PREPARE YOUR WAY. THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, PREPARE YE THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT. " THE WORDS, " THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, " ARE WRITTEN IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE NARRATIVE OF HEZEKIAH'S RECOVERY FROM HIS SICKNESS, ISAIAH 40:3 WHILE THE WORDS, " BEHOLD I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE YOUR FACE, " ARE WRITTEN BY MALACHI. WHAT JOHN DOES HERE, ABBREVIATING THE TEXT HE QUOTES, WE FIND DONE BY MARK ALSO AT ANOTHER POINT. FOR WHILE THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET ARE, " PREPARE YE THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE STRAIGHT THE PATHS OF OUR GOD, " MARK WRITES, " PREPARE YE THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT. " AND JOHN PRACTICES A SIMILAR ABBREVIATION IN THE TEXT, " BEHOLD I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE YOUR FACE, WHO SHALL PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU, " WHEN HE DOES NOT ADD THE WORDS " BEFORE YOU, " AS IN THE ORIGINAL. COMING NOW TO THE STATEMENT, " THEY WERE SENT FROM THE PHARISEES AND THEY ASKED HIM, " JOHN 1:24 WE HAVE BEEN LED BY OUR EXAMINATION OF THE PASSAGE TO PREFIX THE ENQUIRY OF THE PHARISEES—WHICH MATTHEW DOES NOT MENTION—TO THE OCCURRENCE RECORDED IN MATTHEW, WHEN JOHN SAW MANY OF THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES COMING TO HIS BAPTISM, AND SAID TO THEM, " YOU GENERATIONS OF VIPERS, " ETC. FOR THE NATURAL SEQUENCE IS THAT THEY SHOULD FIRST ENQUIRE AND THEN COME. AND WE HAVE TO OBSERVE HOW, WHEN MATTHEW REPORTS THAT THERE WENT OUT TO JOHN JERUSALEM AND ALL JUDÆA, AND ALL THE REGION ROUND ABOUT JORDAN, TO BE BAPTIZED BY HIM IN JORDAN, CONFESSING THEIR SINS, IT WAS NOT THESE PEOPLE WHO HEARD FROM THE BAPTIST ANY WORD OF REBUKE OR REFUTATION, BUT ONLY THOSE MANY PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES WHOM HE SAW COMING. THEY IT WAS WHO WERE GREETED WITH THE ADDRESS, "YOU, OFFSPRING OF VIPERS, " ETC. MATTHEW 3:7 MARK, AGAIN, DOES NOT RECORD ANY WORDS OF REPROOF AS HAVING BEEN USED BY JOHN TO THOSE WHO CAME TO HIM, BEING ALL THE COUNTRY OF JUDÆA AND ALL OF THEM OF JERUSALEM, WHO WERE BAPTIZED BY HIM IN THE JORDAN AND CONFESSED THEIR SINS. THIS IS BECAUSE MARK DOES NOT MENTION THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES AS HAVING COME TO JOHN. A FURTHER CIRCUMSTANCE WHICH WE MUST MENTION IS THAT BOTH MATTHEW AND MARK STATE THAT, IN THE ONE CASE, ALL JERUSALEM AND ALL JUDÆA, AND THE WHOLE REGION ROUND ABOUT JORDAN, IN THE OTHER, THE WHOLE LAND OF JUDÆA AND ALL THEY OF JERUSALEM, WERE BAPTIZED, CONFESSING THEIR SINS; BUT WHEN MATTHEW INTRODUCES THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES AS COMING TO THE BAPTISM, HE DOES NOT SAY THAT THEY CONFESSED THEIR SINS, AND THIS MIGHT VERY LIKELY AND VERY NATURALLY BE THE REASON WHY THEY WERE ADDRESSED AS " OFFSPRING OF VIPERS. " DO NOT SUPPOSE, READER, THAT THERE IS ANYTHING IMPROPER IN OUR ADDUCING IN OUR DISCUSSION OF THE QUESTION OF THOSE WHO WERE SENT FROM THE PHARISEES AND PUT QUESTIONS TO JOHN, THE PARALLEL PASSAGES FROM THE OTHER GOSPELS TOO. FOR IF WE HAVE INDICATED THE PROPER CONNECTION BETWEEN THE ENQUIRY OF THE PHARISEES, RE CORDED BY THE DISCIPLE JOHN, AND THEIR BAPTISM WHICH IS FOUND IN MATTHEW, WE COULD SCARCELY AVOID INQUIRING INTO THE PASSAGES IN QUESTION, NOR RECORDING THE OBSERVATIONS MADE ON THEM. LUKE, LIKE MARK, REMEMBERS THE PASSAGE, " THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, " BUT HE FOR HIS PART TREATS IT AS FOLLOWS: LUKE 3:2 " THE WORD OF GOD CAME UNTO JOHN, THE SON OF ZACHARIAS, IN THE WILDERNESS. AND HE CAME INTO ALL THE REGION ROUND ABOUT JORDAN PREACHING THE BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE UNTO REMISSION OF SINS; AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE WORDS OF ISAIAH THE PROPHET, THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, PREPARE YE THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT. " LUKE, HOWEVER, ADDED THE CONTINUATION OF THE PROPHECY: " EVERY VALLEY SHALL BE FILLED, AND EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL SHALL BE BROUGHT LOW, AND THE CROOKED SHALL BECOME STRAIGHT, AND THE ROUGH WAYS SMOOTH, AND ALL FLESH SHALL SEE THE SALVATION OF GOD. " HE WRITES, LIKE MARK, " MAKE HIS WAYS STRAIGHT; " CURTAILING, AS WE SAW BEFORE, THE TEXT, " MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAYS OF OUR GOD. " IN THE PHRASE, " AND ALL THE CROOKED SHALL BECOME STRAIGHT, " HE LEAVES OUT THE " ALL, " AND THE WORD " STRAIGHT " HE CONVERTS FROM A PLURAL INTO A SINGULAR. INSTEAD OF THE PHRASE, MOREOVER, " THE ROUGH LAND INTO A PLAIN, " HE GIVES, " THE ROUGH WAYS INTO SMOOTH WAYS, " AND HE LEAVES OUT " AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD SHALL BE REVEALED, " AND GIVES WHAT FOLLOWS, " AND ALL FLESH SHALL SEE THE SALVATION OF GOD. " THESE OBSERVATIONS ARE OF USE AS SHOWING HOW THE EVANGELISTS ARE ACCUSTOMED TO ABBREVIATE THE SAYINGS OF THE PROPHETS. IT HAS ALSO TO BE OBSERVED THAT THE SPEECH, " OFFSPRING OF VIPERS, " ETC., IS SAID BY MATTHEW TO HAVE BEEN SPOKEN TO THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES WHEN COMING TO BAPTISM, THEY BEING A DIFFERENT SET OF PEOPLE FROM THOSE WHO CONFESSED THEIR SINS, AND TO WHOM NO WORDS OF THIS KIND WERE SPOKEN. WITH LUKE, ON THE CONTRARY, THESE WORDS WERE ADDRESSED TO THE MULTITUDES WHO CAME OUT TO BE BAPTIZED BY JOHN, AND THERE WERE NOT TWO DIVISIONS OF THOSE WHO WERE BAPTIZED, AS WE FOUND IN MATTHEW. BUT MATTHEW, AS THE CAREFUL OBSERVER WILL SEE, DOES NOT SPEAK OF THE MULTITUDES IN THE WAY OF PRAISE, AND HE PROBABLY MEANS THE BAPTIST'S ADDRESS, OFFSPRING OF VIPERS, ETC., TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS ADDRESSED TO THEM ALSO. ANOTHER POINT IS, THAT TO THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES HE SAYS, " BRING FORTH A FRUIT, " IN THE SINGULAR, " WORTHY OF REPENTANCE, " BUT TO THE MULTITUDES HE USES THE PLURAL, " BRING FORTH FRUITS WORTHY OF REPENTANCE. " PERHAPS THE PHARISEES ARE REQUIRED TO YIELD THE SPECIAL FRUIT OF REPENTANCE, WHICH IS NO OTHER THAN THE SON AND FAITH IN HIM, WHILE THE MULTITUDES, WHO HAVE NOT EVEN A BEGINNING OF GOOD THINGS, ARE ASKED FOR ALL THE FRUITS OF REPENTANCE, AND SO THE PLURAL IS USED TO THEM. FURTHER, IT IS SAID TO THE PHARISEES, " THINK NOT TO SAY WITHIN YOURSELVES, WE HAVE ABRAHAM FOR OUR FATHER. " FOR THE MULTITUDES NOW HAVE A BEGINNING, APPEARING AS THEY DO TO BE INTRODUCED INTO THE DIVINE WORD, AND TO APPROACH THE TRUTH; AND THUS, THEY BEGIN TO SAY WITHIN THEMSELVES, " WE HAVE ABRAHAM FOR OUR FATHER. " THE PHARISEES, ON THE CONTRARY, ARE NOT BEGINNING TO THIS, BUT HAVE LONG HELD IT TO BE SO. BUT BOTH CLASSES SEE JOHN POINT TO THE STONES AFORESAID AND DECLARE THAT EVEN FROM THESE CHILDREN CAN BE RAISED UP TO ABRAHAM, RISING UP OUT OF UNCONSCIOUSNESS AND DEADNESS. AND OBSERVE HOW IT IS SAID TO THE PHARISEES, MATTHEW 3:10 ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE PROPHET, HOSEA 10:13 " YOU HAVE EATEN FALSE FRUIT, " AND THEY HAVE FALSE FRUIT,— " EVERY TREE WHICH BRINGS NOT FORTH GOOD FRUIT IS HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE, " WHILE TO THE MULTITUDES WHICH DO NOT BEAR FRUIT AT ALL, LUKE 3:9 " EVERY TREE WHICH BRINGS NOT FORTH FRUIT IS HEWN DOWN. " FOR THAT WHICH HAS NO FRUIT AT ALL HAS NOT GOOD FRUIT, AND, THEREFORE, IT IS WORTHY TO BE HEWN DOWN. BUT THAT WHICH BEARS FRUIT HAS BY NO MEANS GOOD FRUIT, WHENCE IT ALSO CALLS FOR THE AXE TO LAY IT LOW. BUT, IF WE LOOK MORE CLOSELY INTO THIS ABOUT THE FRUIT, WE SHALL FIND THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THAT WHICH HAS JUST BEGUN TO BE CULTIVATED, EVEN SHOULD IT NOT PROVE FRUITLESS, SHOULD BEAR THE FIRST GOOD FRUITS. THE HUSBANDMAN IS CONTENT THAT THE TREE JUST COMING INTO CULTIVATION SHOULD BEAR HIM AT FIRST SUCH FRUITS AS IT MAY; AFTERWARDS, WHEN HE HAS PRUNED AND TRAINED IT ACCORDING TO HIS ART, HE WILL RECEIVE, NOT THE FRUITS IT CHANCED TO BEAR AT FIRST, BUT GOOD FRUITS. THE LAW ITSELF FAVOURS THIS INTERPRETATION, FOR IT SAYS DEUTERONOMY 19:23 THAT THE PLANTER IS TO WAIT FOR THREE YEARS, HAVING THE TREES PRUNED AND NOT EATING THE FRUIT OF THEM. " THREE YEARS, " IT SAYS, " THE FRUIT SHALL BE UNPURIFIED TO YOU, AND SHALL NOT BE EATEN, BUT IN THE FOURTH YEAR ALL THE FRUIT SHALL BE HOLY, FOR GIVING PRAISE UNTO THE LORD. " THIS EXPLAINS HOW THE WORD " GOOD " IS OMITTED FROM THE ADDRESS TO THE MULTITUDES, " EVERY TREE, THEREFORE, WHICH BEARS NOT FRUIT IS HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE. " THE TREE WHICH GOES ON BEARING SUCH FRUIT AS IT DID AT FIRST, IS A TREE WHICH DOES NOT BEAR GOOD FRUIT, AND IS, THEREFORE, CUT DOWN, AND CAST INTO THE FIRE, SINCE, WHEN THE THREE YEARS HAVE PASSED AND THE FOURTH COMES AROUND, IT DOES NOT BEAR GOOD FRUIT, FOR PRAISE UNTO THE LORD. IN THUS ADDUCING THE PASSAGES FROM THE OTHER GOSPELS I MAY APPEAR TO BE DIGRESSING, BUT I CANNOT THINK IT USELESS, OR WITHOUT BEARING ON OUR PRESENT SUBJECT. FOR THE PHARISEES SEND TO JOHN, AFTER THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES WHO CAME FROM JERUSALEM, MEN WHO CAME TO ASK HIM WHO HE WAS, AND ENQUIRE, WHY BAPTIZEST THOU THEN, IF THOU BE NOT THE CHRIST, NOR ELIJAH, NOR THE PROPHET? AFTER MAKING THIS ENQUIRY THEY STRAIGHTWAY COME FOR BAPTISM, AS MATTHEW RECORDS, AND THEN THEY HEAR WORDS SUITED TO THEIR QUACKERY AND HYPOCRISY. BUT THE WORDS ADDRESSED TO THEM WERE VERY SIMILAR TO THOSE SPOKEN TO THE MULTITUDES, AND HENCE THE NECESSITY TO LOOK CAREFULLY AT BOTH SPEECHES, AND TO COMPARE THEM TOGETHER. IT WAS WHILE WE WERE SO ENGAGED THAT VARIOUS POINTS AROSE IN THE SEQUENCE OF THE MATTER, WHICH WE HAD TO CONSIDER. TO WHAT HAS BEEN SAID WE MUST ADD THE FOLLOWING. WE FIND MENTION MADE IN JOHN OF TWO ORDERS OF PERSONS SENDING: THE ONE, THAT OF THE JEWS FROM JERUSALEM SENDING PRIESTS AND LEVITES; THE OTHER, THAT OF THE PHARISEES WHO WANT TO KNOW WHY HE BAPTIZES. AND WE FOUND THAT, AFTER THE ENQUIRY, THE PHARISEES PRESENT THEMSELVES FOR BAPTISM. MAY IT NOT BE THAT THE JEWS, WHO HAD SENT THE EARLIER MISSION FROM JERUSALEM, RECEIVED JOHN'S WORDS BEFORE THOSE WHO SENT THE SECOND MISSION, NAMELY, THE PHARISEES, AND HENCE ARRIVED BEFORE THEM? FOR JERUSALEM AND ALL JUDÆA, AND, IN CONSEQUENCE, THE WHOLE REGION ROUND ABOUT JORDAN, WERE BEING BAPTIZED BY HIM IN THE RIVER JORDAN, CONFESSING THEIR SINS; OR, AS MARK SAYS, " THERE WENT OUT TO HIM THE WHOLE LAND OF JUDÆA, AND ALL THEY OF JERUSALEM, AND WERE BAPTIZED OF HIM IN THE RIVER JORDAN, CONFESSING THEIR SINS. " NOW, NEITHER DOES MATTHEW INTRODUCE THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES, TO WHOM THE WORDS, " OFFSPRING OF VIPERS, " ETC., ARE ADDRESSED; NOR DOES LUKE INTRODUCE THE MULTITUDES WHO MEET WITH THE SAME REBUKE, AS CONFESSING THEIR SINS. AND THE QUESTION MAY BE RAISED HOW, IF THE WHOLE CITY OF JERUSALEM, AND THE WHOLE OF JUDÆA, AND THE WHOLE REGION ROUND ABOUT JORDAN, WERE BAPTIZED OF JOHN IN JORDAN, THE SAVIOUR COULD SAY, MATTHEW 11:13 " JOHN THE BAPTIST CAME NEITHER EATING NOR DRINKING, AND YOU SAY HE HAS A DEVIL; " AND HOW COULD HE SAY TO THOSE WHO ASKED HIM, MATTHEW 21:23 " BY WHAT AUTHORITY DOEST THOU THESE THINGS? I ALSO WILL ASK YOU ONE WORD, WHICH IF YOU TELL ME, I ALSO WILL TELL YOU BY WHAT AUTHORITY I DO THESE THINGS. THE BAPTISM OF JOHN, WHENCE WAS IT? FROM HEAVEN OR OF MEN? AND THEY REASON, AND SAY, IF WE SHALL SAY, FROM HEAVEN, HE WILL SAY, WHY DID YE NOT BELIEVE HIM? " THE SOLUTION OF THE DIFFICULTY IS THIS. THE PHARISEES, ADDRESSED BY JOHN, AS WE SAW BEFORE, WITH HIS " OFFSPRING OF VIPERS, " ETC., CAME TO THE BAPTISM, WITHOUT BELIEVING IN HIM, PROBABLY BECAUSE THEY FEARED THE MULTITUDES, AND, WITH THEIR ACCUSTOMED HYPOCRISY TOWARDS THEM, DEEMED IT RIGHT TO UNDERGO THE WASHING, SO AS NOT TO APPEAR HOSTILE TO THOSE WHO DID SO. THEIR BELIEF WAS, THEN, THAT HE DERIVED HIS BAPTISM FROM MEN, AND NOT FROM HEAVEN, BUT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE MULTITUDE, LEST THEY SHOULD BE STONED, THEY ARE AFRAID TO SAY WHAT THEY THINK. THUS, THERE IS NO CONTRADICTION BETWEEN THE SAVIOUR'S SPEECH TO THE PHARISEES AND THE NARRATIVES IN THE GOSPELS ABOUT THE MULTITUDES WHO FREQUENTED JOHN'S BAPTISM. IT WAS PART OF THE EFFRONTERY OF THE PHARISEES THAT THEY DECLARED JOHN TO HAVE A DEVIL, AS, ALSO, THAT THEY DECLARED JESUS TO HAVE PERFORMED HIS WONDERFUL WORKS BY BEELZEBUB, THE PRINCE OF THE DEVILS.
15. HOW THE BAPTIST ANSWERS THE QUESTION OF THE PHARISEES AND EXALTS THE NATURE OF CHRIST. OF THE SHOE-LATCHET WHICH HE IS UNABLE TO UNTIE.
JOHN JOHN 1:26 ANSWERED THEM, SAYING, " I BAPTIZE WITH WATER, BUT IN THE MIDST OF YOU STANDS ONE WHOM YOU KNOW NOT, EVEN HE WHO COMES AFTER ME, THE LATCHET OF WHOSE SHOE I AM NOT WORTHY TO UNLOOSE. " HERACLEON CONSIDERS THAT JOHN'S ANSWERS TO THOSE SENT BY THE PHARISEES REFER NOT TO WHAT THEY ASKED, BUT TO WHAT HE WISHED, NOT OBSERVING THAT HE ACCUSES THE PROPHET OF A WANT OF MANNERS, BY MAKING HIM, WHEN ASKED ABOUT ONE THING, ANSWER ABOUT ANOTHER; FOR THIS IS A FAULT TO BE GUARDED AGAINST IN CONVERSATION. WE ASSERT, ON THE CONTRARY, THAT THE REPLY ACCURATELY TAKES UP THE QUESTION. IT IS ASKED, " WHY BAPTIZEST THOU THEN, IF YOU ARE NOT THE CHRIST? " AND WHAT OTHER ANSWER COULD BE GIVEN TO THIS THAN TO SHOW THAT HIS BAPTISM WAS IN ITS NATURE A BODILY THING? I, HE SAYS, " BAPTIZE WITH WATER; " THIS IS HIS ANSWER TO, " WHY BAPTIZEST THOU. " AND TO THE SECOND PART OF THEIR QUESTION, " IF YOU ARE NOT THE CHRIST, " HE ANSWERS BY EXALTING THE SUPERIOR NATURE OF CHRIST, THAT HE HAS SUCH VIRTUE AS TO BE INVISIBLE IN HIS DEITY, THOUGH PRESENT TO EVERY MAN AND EXTENDING OVER THE WHOLE UNIVERSE. THIS IS WHAT IS INDICATED IN THE WORDS, " THERE STANDS ONE AMONG YOU. " THE PHARISEES, MOREOVER, THOUGH EXPECTING THE ADVENT OF CHRIST, SAW NOTHING IN HIM OF SUCH A NATURE AS JOHN SPEAKS OF; THEY BELIEVED HIM TO BE SIMPLY A PERFECT AND HOLY MAN. JOHN, THEREFORE, REBUKES THEIR IGNORANCE OF HIS SUPERIORITY, AND ADDS TO THE WORDS, " THERE STANDS ONE AMONG YOU, " THE CLAUSE, " WHOM YOU KNOW NOT. " AND, LEST ANY ONE SHOULD SUPPOSE THE INVISIBLE ONE WHO EXTENDS TO EVERY MAN, OR, INDEED, TO THE WHOLE WORLD, TO BE A DIFFERENT PERSON FROM HIM WHO BECAME MAN, AND APPEARED UPON THE EARTH AND CONVERSED WITH MEN, HE ADDS TO THE WORDS, " THERE STANDS ONE AMONG YOU WHOM YOU KNOW NOT, " THE FURTHER WORDS, " WHO COMES AFTER ME, " THAT IS, HE WHO IS TO BE MANIFESTED AFTER ME. BY WHOSE SURPASSING EXCELLENCE HE WELL UNDERSTOOD THAT HIS OWN NATURE WAS FAR SURPASSED, THOUGH SOME DOUBTED WHETHER HE MIGHT BE THE CHRIST; AND, THEREFORE, DESIRING TO SHOW HOW FAR HE IS FROM ATTAINING TO THE GREATNESS OF THE CHRIST, THAT NO ONE SHOULD THINK OF HIM BEYOND WHAT HE SEES OR HEARS OF HIM, HE GOES ON: " THE LATCHET OF WHOSE SHOE I AM NOT WORTHY TO UNLOOSE. " BY WHICH HE CONVEYS, AS IN A RIDDLE, THAT HE IS NOT FIT TO SOLVE AND TO EXPLAIN THE ARGUMENT ABOUT CHRIST'S ASSUMING A HUMAN BODY, AN ARGUMENT TIED UP AND HIDDEN (LIKE A SHOE-TIE) TO THOSE WHO DO NOT UNDERSTAND IT, SO AS TO SAY ANYTHING WORTHY OF SUCH AN ADVENT, COMPRESSED, AS IT WAS, INTO SO SHORT A SPACE.
16. COMPARISON OF JOHN'S TESTIMONY TO JESUS IN THE DIFFERENT GOSPELS.
IT MAY NOT BE OUT OF PLACE, AS WE ARE EXAMINING THE TEXT, " I BAPTIZE WITH WATER, " TO COMPARE THE PARALLEL UTTERANCES OF THE EVANGELISTS WITH THIS OF JOHN. MATTHEW REPORTS THAT THE BAPTIST, WHEN HE SAW MANY OF THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES COMING TO HIS BAPTISM, AFTER THE WORDS OF REBUKE WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY STUDIED, WENT ON: MATTHEW 3:11 " I INDEED BAPTIZE YOU WITH WATER UNTO REPENTANCE; BUT HE THAT COMES AFTER ME IS MIGHTIER THAN I, WHOSE SHOES I AM NOT WORTHY TO BEAR; HE SHALL BAPTIZE YOU WITH THE HOLY GHOST, AND WITH FIRE. " THIS AGREES WITH THE WORDS IN JOHN, IN WHICH THE BAPTIST DECLARES HIMSELF TO THOSE SENT BY THE PHARISEES, ON THE SUBJECT OF HIS BAPTIZING WITH WATER. MARK, AGAIN, SAYS, MARK 1:6-7 " JOHN PREACHED, SAYING, THERE COMES AFTER ME HE THAT IS MIGHTIER THAN I, THE LATCHET OF WHOSE SHOES I AM NOT WORTHY TO STOOP DOWN AND UNLOOSE. I BAPTIZED YOU WITH WATER, BUT HE SHALL BAPTIZE YOU WITH THE HOLY GHOST. " AND LUKE SAYS LUKE 3:16 THAT, AS THE PEOPLE WERE IN EXPECTATION, AND ALL WERE REASONING IN THEIR HEARTS CONCERNING JOHN, WHETHER HAPLY HE WERE THE CHRIST, JOHN ANSWERED THEM ALL, SAYING, " I INDEED BAPTIZE YOU WITH WATER; BUT THERE COMES ONE MIGHTIER THAN I, WHOSE SHOE-LATCHET I AM NOT WORTHY TO UNLOOSE; HE SHALL BAPTIZE YOU WITH THE HOLY GHOST, AND WITH FIRE. " 
17. OF THE TESTIMONY OF JOHN TO JESUS IN MATTHEW'S GOSPEL,
THESE, THEN, ARE THE PARALLEL PASSAGES OF THE FOUR; LET US TRY TO SEE AS CLEARLY AS WE CAN WHAT IS THE PURPORT OF EACH AND WHERE-IN THEY DIFFER FROM EACH OTHER. AND WE WILL BEGIN WITH MATTHEW, WHO IS REPORTED BY TRADITION TO HAVE PUBLISHED HIS GOSPEL BEFORE THE OTHERS, TO THE HEBREWS, THOSE, NAMELY, OF THE CIRCUMCISION WHO BELIEVED. I, HE SAYS, BAPTIZE YOU WITH WATER UNTO REPENTANCE, PURIFYING YOU, AS IT WERE, AND TURNING YOU AWAY FROM EVIL COURSES AND CALLING YOU TO REPENTANCE; FOR I HAVE COME TO MAKE READY FOR THE LORD A PEOPLE PREPARED FOR HIM, AND BY MY BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE TO PREPARE THE GROUND FOR HIM WHO IS TO COME AFTER ME, AND WHO WILL THUS BENEFIT YOU MUCH MORE EFFECTIVELY AND POWERFULLY THAN MY STRENGTH COULD. FOR HIS BAPTISM IS NOT THAT OF THE BODY ONLY; HE FILLS THE PENITENT WITH THE HOLY GHOST, AND HIS DIVINER FIRE DOES AWAY WITH EVERYTHING MATERIAL AND CONSUMES EVERYTHING THAT IS EARTHY, NOT ONLY FROM HIM WHO ADMITS IT TO HIS LIFE, BUT EVEN FROM HIM WHO HEARS OF IT FROM THOSE WHO HAVE IT. SO MUCH STRONGER THAN I IS HE WHO IS COMING AFTER ME, THAT I AM NOT ABLE TO BEAR EVEN THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE POWERS ROUND HIM WHICH ARE FURTHEST FROM HIM (THEY ARE NOT OPEN AND EXPOSED, SO THAT ANY ONE COULD SEE THEM), NOR EVEN TO BEAR THOSE WHO SUPPORT THEM. I KNOW NOT OF WHICH I SHOULD SPEAK. SHOULD I SPEAK OF MY OWN GREAT WEAKNESS, WHICH IS NOT ABLE TO BEAR EVEN THESE THINGS ABOUT CHRIST WHICH IN COMPARISON WITH THE GREATER THINGS IN HIM ARE LEAST, OR SHOULD I SPEAK OF HIS TRANSCENDENT DEITY, GREATER THAN ALL THE WORLD? IF I WHO HAVE RECEIVED SUCH GRACE, AS TO BE THOUGHT WORTHY OF PROPHECY PREDICTING MY ARRIVAL IN THIS HUMAN LIFE, IN THE WORDS, " THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, " AND " BEHOLD I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE YOUR FACE; " IF I WHOSE BIRTH GABRIEL WHO STANDS BEFORE GOD ANNOUNCED TO MY FATHER SO ADVANCED IN YEARS, SO MUCH AGAINST HIS EXPECTATION, I AT WHOSE NAME ZACHARIAS RECOVERED HIS VOICE AND WAS ENABLED TO USE IT TO PROPHESY, I TO WHOM MY LORD BEARS WITNESS THAT AMONG THEM THAT ARE BORN OF WOMEN THERE IS NONE GREATER THAN I, I AM NOT ABLE SO MUCH AS TO BEAR HIS SHOES! AND IF NOT HIS SHOES, WHAT CAN BE SAID ABOUT HIS GARMENTS? WHO IS SO GREAT AS TO BE ABLE TO GUARD HIS COAT? WHO CAN SUPPOSE THAT HE CAN UNDERSTAND THE MEANING CONTAINED IN HIS TUNIC WHICH IS WITHOUT SEAM FROM THE TOP BECAUSE IT IS WOVEN THROUGHOUT? IT IS TO BE OBSERVED THAT WHILE THE FOUR REPRESENT JOHN AS DECLARING HIMSELF TO HAVE COME TO BAPTIZE WITH WATER, MATTHEW ALONE ADDS THE WORDS " TO REPENTANCE, " TEACHING THAT THE BENEFIT OF BAPTISM IS CONNECTED WITH THE INTENTION OF THE BAPTIZED PERSON; TO HIM WHO REPENTS IT IS SALUTARY, BUT TO HIM WHO COMES TO IT WITHOUT REPENTANCE IT WILL TURN TO GREATER CONDEMNATION. AND HERE WE MUST NOTE THAT AS THE WONDERFUL WORKS DONE BY THE SAVIOUR IN THE CURES HE WROUGHT, WHICH ARE SYMBOLICAL OF THOSE WHO AT ANY TIME ARE SET FREE BY THE WORD OF GOD FROM ANY SICKNESS OR DISEASE, THOUGH THEY WERE DONE TO THE BODY AND BROUGHT A BODILY RELIEF, YET ALSO CALLED THOSE WHO WERE BENEFITED BY THEM TO AN EXERCISE OF FAITH, SO THE WASHING WITH WATER WHICH IS SYMBOLIC OF THE SOUL CLEANSING HERSELF FROM EVERY STAIN OF WICKEDNESS, IS NO LESS IN ITSELF TO HIM WHO YIELDS HIMSELF TO THE DIVINE POWER OF THE INVOCATION OF THE ADORABLE TRINITY, THE BEGINNING AND SOURCE OF DIVINE GIFTS; FOR " THERE ARE DIVERSITIES OF GIFTS. " THIS VIEW RECEIVES CONFIRMATION FROM THE NARRATIVE RECORDED IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, WHICH SHOWS THE SPIRIT TO HAVE DESCENDED SO MANIFESTLY ON THOSE WHO RECEIVE BAPTISM, AFTER THE WATER HAD PREPARED THE WAY FOR HIM IN THOSE WHO PROPERLY APPROACHED THE RITE. SIMON MAGUS, ASTONISHED AT WHAT HE SAW, DESIRED TO RECEIVE FROM PETER THIS GIFT, BUT THOUGH IT WAS A GOOD THING HE DESIRED, HE THOUGHT TO ATTAIN IT BY THE MAMMON OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. WE NEXT REMARK IN PASSING THAT THE BAPTISM OF JOHN WAS INFERIOR TO THE BAPTISM OF JESUS WHICH WAS GIVEN THROUGH HIS DISCIPLES. THOSE PERSONS IN THE ACTS ACTS 19:2 WHO WERE BAPTIZED TO JOHN'S BAPTISM AND WHO HAD NOT HEARD IF THERE WAS ANY HOLY GHOST ARE BAPTIZED OVER AGAIN BY THE APOSTLE. REGENERATION DID NOT TAKE PLACE WITH JOHN, BUT WITH JESUS THROUGH HIS DISCIPLES IT DOES SO, AND WHAT IS CALLED THE LAVER OF REGENERATION TAKES PLACE WITH RENEWAL OF THE SPIRIT; FOR THE SPIRIT NOW COMES IN ADDITION SINCE IT COMES FROM GOD AND IS OVER AND ABOVE THE WATER AND DOES NOT COME TO ALL AFTER THE WATER. SO FAR, THEN, OUR EXAMINATION OF THE STATEMENTS IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW.
18. OF THE TESTIMONY IN MARK. WHAT IS MEANT BY THE SAVIOUR'S SHOES AND BY UNTYING HIS SHOE-LATCHETS.
NOW LET US CONSIDER WHAT IS STATED BY MARK. MARK'S ACCOUNT OF JOHN'S PREACHING AGREES WITH THE OTHER. THE WORDS ARE, " THERE COMES AFTER ME HE THAT IS MIGHTIER THAN I, " WHICH AMOUNTS TO THE SAME THING AS " HE THAT COMES AFTER ME IS MIGHTIER THAN I. " THERE IS A DIFFERENCE, HOWEVER, IN WHAT FOLLOWS, " THE LATCHETS OF HIS SHOES I AM NOT WORTHY TO STOOP DOWN AND UNTIE. " FOR IT IS ONE THING TO BEAR A PERSON'S SHOES, THEY MUST, IT IS EVIDENT, HAVE BEEN UNTIED ALREADY FROM THE FEET OF THE WEARER, AND IT IS ANOTHER THING TO STOOP DOWN AND UNTIE THE LATCHET OF HIS SHOES. AND IT FOLLOWS, SINCE BELIEVERS CANNOT THINK THAT EITHER OF THE EVANGELISTS MADE ANY MISTAKE OR MISREPRESENTATION, THAT THE BAPTIST MUST HAVE MADE THESE TWO UTTERANCES AT DIFFERENT TIMES AND HAVE MEANT THEM TO EXPRESS DIFFERENT THINGS. IT IS NOT THE CASE, AS SOME SUPPOSE. THAT THE REPORTS REFER TO THE SAME INCIDENT AND TURNED OUT DIFFERENTLY BECAUSE OF A LOOSENESS OF MEMORY AS TO SOME OF THE FACTS OR WORDS. NOW IT IS A GREAT THING TO BEAR THE SHOES OF JESUS, A GREAT THING TO STOOP DOWN TO THE BODILY FEATURES OF HIS MISSION, TO THAT WHICH TOOK PLACE IN SOME LOWER REGION, SO AS TO CONTEMPLATE HIS IMAGE IN THE LOWER SPHERE, AND TO UNTIE EACH DIFFICULTY CONNECTED WITH THE MYSTERY OF HIS INCARNATION, SUCH BEING AS IT WERE HIS SHOE-LATCHETS. FOR THE FETTER OF OBSCURITY IS ONE AS THE KEY OF KNOWLEDGE ALSO IS ONE; NOT EVEN HE WHO IS GREATEST AMONG THOSE BORN OF WOMEN IS SUFFICIENT OF HIMSELF TO, LOOSE SUCH THINGS OR TO OPEN THEM, FOR HE WHO TIED AND LOCKED AT FIRST, HE ALSO GRANTS TO WHOM HE WILL TO, LOOSE HIS SHOE-LATCHET AND TO UNLOCK WHAT HE HAS SHUT. IF THE PASSAGE ABOUT THE SHOES HAS A MYSTIC MEANING WE OUGHT NOT TO SCORN TO CONSIDER IT. NOW I CONSIDER THAT THE INHUMANISATION WHEN THE SON OF GOD ASSUMES FLESH AND BONES IS ONE OF HIS SHOES, AND THAT THE OTHER IS THE DESCENT TO HADES, WHATEVER THAT HADES BE, AND THE JOURNEY WITH THE SPIRIT TO THE PRISON. AS TO THE DESCENT INTO HADES, WE READ IN THE SIXTEENTH PSALM, " THOU WILT NOT LEAVE MY SOUL IN HADES, " AND AS FOR THE JOURNEY IN PRISON WITH THE SPIRIT WE READ IN PETER IN HIS CATHOLIC EPISTLE, 1 PETER 3:18-20 " PUT TO DEATH, " HE SAYS, " IN THE FLESH, BUT QUICKENED IN THE SPIRIT; IN WHICH ALSO HE WENT AND PREACHED UNTO THE SPIRITS IN PRISON, WHICH AT ONE TIME WERE DISOBEDIENT, WHEN THE LONG-SUFFERING OF GOD ONCE WAITED IN THE DAYS OF NOAH WHILE THE ARK WAS A PREPARING. " HE, THEN, WHO IS ABLE WORTHILY TO SET FORTH THE MEANING OF THESE TWO JOURNEYS IS ABLE TO UNTIE THE LATCHET OF THE SHOES OF JESUS; HE, BENDING DOWN IN HIS MIND AND GOING WITH JESUS AS HE GOES DOWN INTO HADES, AND DESCENDING FROM HEAVEN AND THE MYSTERIES OF CHRIST'S DEITY TO THE ADVENT HE OF NECESSITY MADE WITH US WHEN HE TOOK ON MAN (AS HIS SHOES). NOW HE WHO PUT ON MAN ALSO PUT ON THE DEAD, FOR ROMANS 14:9 " FOR THIS END JESUS BOTH DIED AND REVIVED, THAT HE MIGHT BE LORD BOTH OF DEAD AND LIVING. " THIS IS WHY HE PUT ON BOTH LIVING AND DEAD, THAT IS, THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH AND THOSE OF HADES, THAT HE MIGHT BE THE LORD OF BOTH DEAD AND LIVING. WHO, THEN, IS ABLE TO STOOP DOWN AND UNTIE THE LATCHET OF SUCH SHOES, AND HAVING UNTIED THEM NOT TO LET THEM DROP, BUT BY THE SECOND FACULTY HE HAS RECEIVED TO TAKE THEM UP AND BEAR THEM, BY BEARING THE MEANING OF THEM IN HIS MEMORY?
19. LUKE AND JOHN SUGGEST THAT ONE MAY, LOOSE THE SHOE-LATCHETS OF THE LOGOS WITHOUT STOOPING DOWN.
WE MUST NOT, HOWEVER, OMIT TO ASK HOW IT COMES THAT LUKE AND JOHN GIVE THE SPEECH WITHOUT THE PHRASE " TO STOOP DOWN. " HE, PERHAPS, WHO STOOPS DOWN MAY BE HELD TO UNLOOSE IN THE SENSE WHICH WE HAVE STATED. ON THE OTHER HAND, IT MAY BE THAT ONE WHO FIXES HIS EYES ON THE HEIGHT OF THE EXALTATION OF THE LOGOS, MAY FIND THE LOOSING OF THOSE SHOES WHICH WHEN ONE IS SEEKING THEM SEEM TO BE BOUND, SO THAT HE ALSO LOOSES THOSE SHOES WHICH ARE SEPARABLE FROM THE LOGOS, AND BEHOLDS THE LOGOS DIVESTED OF INFERIOR THINGS, AS HE IS, THE SON OF GOD.
20. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN NOT BEING "SUFFICIENT" AND NOT BEING "WORTHY." 
JOHN RECORDS THAT THE BAPTIST SAID HE WAS NOT WORTHY, MARK THAT HE WAS NOT SUFFICIENT, AND THESE TWO ARE NOT THE SAME. ONE WHO WAS NOT WORTHY MIGHT YET BE SUFFICIENT, AND ONE WHO WAS WORTHY MIGHT NOT BE SUFFICIENT. FOR EVEN IF IT BE THE CASE THAT GIFTS ARE BESTOWED TO PROFIT WITHAL AND NOT MERELY ACCORDING TO THE PROPORTION OF FAITH, YET IT WOULD SEEM TO BE THE PART OF A GOD WHO LOVES MEN AND WHO SEES BEFORE WHAT HARM MUST COME FROM THE RISE OF SELF-OPINION OR CONCEIT, NOT TO BESTOW SUFFICIENCY EVEN ON THE WORTHY. BUT IT BELONGS TO THE GOODNESS OF GOD BY CONFERRING BOUNTIES TO CONQUER THE OBJECT OF HIS BOUNTY, TAKING IN ADVANCE HIM WHO IS DESTINED TO BE WORTHY, AND ADORNING HIM EVEN BEFORE HE BECOMES WORTHY WITH SUFFICIENCY, SO THAT AFTER HIS SUFFICIENCY HE MAY COME TO BE WORTHY; HE IS NOT FIRST TO BE WORTHY AND THEN TO ANTICIPATE THE GIVER AND TAKE HIS GIFTS BEFORE THE TIME AND SO ARRIVE AT BEING SUFFICIENT. NOW WITH THE THREE THE BAPTIST SAYS HE IS NOT SUFFICIENT, WHILE IN JOHN HE SAYS HE IS NOT WORTHY. BUT IT MAY BE THAT HE WHO FORMERLY DECLARED THAT HE WAS NOT SUFFICIENT BECAME SUFFICIENT AFTERWARDS, EVEN THOUGH PERHAPS HE WAS NOT WORTHY, OR AGAIN THAT WHILE HE WAS SAYING HE WAS NOT WORTHY, AND WAS IN FACT NOT WORTHY, HE ARRIVED AT BEING WORTHY, UNLESS ONE SHOULD SAY THAT HUMAN NATURE CAN NEVER COME TO PERFORM WORTHILY THIS LOOSING OR THIS BEARING, AND THAT JOHN, THEREFORE, SAYS TRULY THAT HE NEVER BECAME SUFFICIENT TO LOOSE THE LATCHETS OF THE SAVIOUR'S SHOES, NOR WORTHY OF IT EITHER. HOWEVER MUCH WE TAKE INTO OUR MINDS THERE ARE STILL LEFT THINGS NOT YET UNDERSTOOD; FOR, AS WE READ IN THE WISDOM OF JESUS, SON OF SIRACH, SIRACH 18:7 " WHEN A MAN HAS DONE, THEN HE BEGINS, AND WHEN HE LEAVES OFF, THEN HE SHALL BE DOUBTFUL. " 
21. THE FOURTH GOSPEL SPEAKS OF ONLY ONE SHOE, THE OTHERS OF BOTH. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS.
AS TO THE SHOES, TOO, WHICH ARE SPOKEN OF IN THE THREE GOSPELS, WE HAVE A QUESTION TO CONSIDER; WE MUST COMPARE THEM WITH THE SINGLE SHOE NAMED BY THE DISCIPLE JOHN. " I AM NOT WORTHY, " WE READ THERE, " TO UNTIE THE LATCHET OF HIS SHOE. " PERHAPS HE WAS CONQUERED BY THE GRACE OF GOD, AND RECEIVED THE GIFT OF DOING THAT WHICH OF HIMSELF HE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN WORTHY TO DO, OF UNTYING, NAMELY, THE LATCHET OF ONE OF THE SHOES, NAMELY, AFTER HE HAD SEEN THE SAVIOUR'S SOJOURN AMONG MEN, OF WHICH HE BEARS WITNESS. BUT HE DID NOT KNOW THE THINGS WHICH WERE TO FOLLOW, NAMELY, WHETHER JESUS WAS TO COME TO THAT PLACE ALSO, TO WHICH HE WAS TO GO AFTER BEING BEHEADED IN PRISON, OR WHETHER HE WAS TO LOOK FOR ANOTHER; AND HENCE HE ALLUDES ENIGMATICALLY TO THAT DOUBT WHICH WAS AFTERWARDS CLEARED UP TO US, AND SAYS, " I AM NOT WORTHY TO UNTIE HIS SHOE-LATCHET. " IF ANY ONE CONSIDERS THIS TO BE A SUPERFLUOUS SPECULATION, HE CAN COMBINE IN ONE THE SPEECH ABOUT THE SHOES AND THAT ABOUT THE SHOE, AS IF JOHN SAID, I AM BY NO MEANS WORTHY TO, LOOSE HIS SHOESTRING, NOT EVEN AT THE BEGINNING, THE STRING OF ONE OF HIS SHOES. OR THE FOLLOWING MAY BE A WAY TO COMBINE WHAT IS SAID IN THE FOUR. IF JOHN UNDERSTANDS ABOUT JESUS' SOJOURN HERE, BUT IS IN DOUBT ABOUT THE FUTURE, THEN HE SAYS WITH PERFECT TRUTH THAT HE IS NOT WORTHY TO, LOOSE THE LATCHET OF HIS SHOES; FOR THOUGH HE, LOOSED THAT OF ONE SHOE, HE DID NOT LOOSE BOTH. AND ON THE OTHER HAND, WHAT HE SAYS ABOUT THE LATCHET OF THE SHOE IS QUITE TRUE ALSO; SINCE AS WE SAW HE IS STILL IN DOUBT WHETHER JESUS IS HE THAT WAS TO COME, OR WHETHER ANOTHER IS TO BE LOOKED FOR, IN THAT OTHER REGION.
22. HOW THE WORD STANDS IN THE MIDST OF MEN WITHOUT BEING KNOWN OF THEM.
AS FOR THE SAYING, " THERE STANDS ONE AMONG YOU WHOM YOU KNOW NOT, " WE ARE LED BY IT TO CONSIDER THE SON OF GOD, THE WORD, BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, SINCE HE EXISTS IN SUBSTANCE THROUGHOUT THE UNDERLYING NATURE OF THINGS, BEING THE SAME AS WISDOM. FOR HE PERMEATED, FROM THE BEGINNING, ALL CREATION, SO THAT WHAT IS MADE AT ANY TIME SHOULD BE MADE THROUGH HIM, AND THAT IT MIGHT BE ALWAYS TRUE OF ANYTHING SOEVER, THAT " ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANYTHING MADE THAT WAS MADE; " AND THIS SAYING ALSO, " BY WISDOM DID YOU MAKE THEM ALL. " NOW, IF HE PERMEATES ALL CREATION, THEN HE IS ALSO IN THOSE QUESTIONERS WHO ASK, " WHY BAPTIZEST THOU, IF YOU ARE NOT THE CHRIST, NOR ELIJAH, NOR THE PROPHET? " IN THE MIDST OF THEM STANDS THE WORD, WHO IS THE SAME AND STEADFAST, BEING EVERYWHERE ESTABLISHED BY THE FATHER. OR THE WORDS, " THERE STANDS AMONG YOU, " MAY BE UNDERSTOOD TO SAY, IN THE MIDST OF YOU MEN, BECAUSE YOU ARE REASONABLE BEINGS, STANDS HE WHO IS PROVED BY SCRIPTURE TO BE THE SOVEREIGN PRINCIPLE IN THE MIDST OF EVERY BODY, AND SO TO BE PRESENT IN YOUR HEART. THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO HAVE THE WORD IN THE MIDST OF THEM, BUT WHO DO NOT CONSIDER HIS NATURE, NOR FROM WHAT SPRING AND PRINCIPLE HE CAME, NOR HOW HE GAVE THEM THE NATURE THEY HAVE, THESE, WHILE HAVING HIM IN THE MIDST OF THEM, KNOW HIM NOT. BUT JOHN KNEW HIM: FOR THE WORDS, " WHOM YOU KNOW NOT, " USED IN REPROACH TO THE PHARISEES, SHOW THAT HE WELL KNEW THE WORD WHOM THEY DID NOT KNOW. AND THE BAPTIST, THEREFORE, KNOWING HIM, SAW HIM COMING AFTER HIMSELF, WHO WAS NOW IN THE MIDST OF THEM, THAT IS TO SAY, DWELLING AFTER HIM AND THE TEACHING HE GAVE IN HIS BAPTISM, IN THOSE WHO, ACCORDING TO REASON (OR THE WORD), SUBMITTED TO THAT PURIFYING RITE. THE WORD " AFTER, " HOWEVER, HAS NOT THE SAME MEANING HERE AS IT HAS WHEN JESUS COMMANDS US TO COME " AFTER " HIM; FOR IN THIS CASE WE ARE BIDDEN TO GO AFTER HIM, SO THAT, TREADING IN HIS STEPS, WE MAY COME TO THE FATHER; BUT IN THE OTHER CASE, THE MEANING IS THAT AFTER THE TEACHINGS OF JOHN (SINCE " HE CAME IN ORDER THAT ALL MEN THROUGH HIM MIGHT BELIEVE " ), THE WORD DWELLS WITH THOSE WHO HAVE PREPARED THEMSELVES, PURIFIED AS THEY ARE BY THE LESSER WORDS FOR THE PERFECT WORD. FIRSTLY, THEN, STANDS THE FATHER, BEING WITHOUT ANY TURNING OR CHANGE; AND THEN STANDS ALSO HIS WORD, ALWAYS CARRYING ON HIS WORK OF SALVATION, AND EVEN WHEN HE IS IN THE MIDST OF MEN, NOT COMPREHENDED, AND NOT EVEN SEEN. HE STANDS, ALSO, TEACHING, AND INVITING ALL TO DRINK FROM HIS ABUNDANT SPRING, FOR JOHN 7:37 " JESUS STOOD AND CRIED, SAYING, IF ANY MAN THIRST, LET HIM COME UNTO ME AND DRINK. " 
23. HERACLEON'S VIEW OF THIS UTTERANCE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST, AND INTERPRETATION OF THE SHOE OF JESUS.
BUT HERACLEON DECLARES THE WORDS, " THERE STANDS ONE AMONG YOU, " TO BE EQUIVALENT TO " HE IS ALREADY HERE, AND HE IS IN THE WORLD AND IN MEN, AND HE IS ALREADY MANIFEST TO YOU ALL. " BY THIS HE DOES AWAY WITH THE MEANING WHICH IS ALSO PRESENT IN THE WORDS, THAT THE WORD HAD PERMEATED THE WHOLE WORLD. FOR WE MUST SAY TO HIM, WHEN IS HE NOT PRESENT, AND WHEN IS HE NOT IN THE WORLD? DOES NOT THIS GOSPEL SAY, " HE WAS IN THE WORLD, AND THE WORLD WAS MADE BY HIM, AND THE WORLD KNEW HIM NOT. " AND THIS IS WHY THOSE TO WHOM THE LOGOS IS HE " WHOM YOU KNOW NOT, " DO NOT KNOW HIM: THEY HAVE NEVER GONE OUT OF THE WORLD, BUT THE WORLD DOES NOT KNOW HIM. BUT AT WHAT TIME DID HE CEASE TO BE AMONG MEN? WAS HE NOT IN ISAIAH, WHEN HE SAID, ISAIAH 61:1 " THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE HAS ANOINTED ME, " AND ISAIAH 65:1 " I BECAME MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO SOUGHT ME NOT? " LET THEM SAY, TOO, IF HE WAS NOT IN DAVID WHEN HE SAID, NOT FROM HIMSELF, " BUT I WAS ESTABLISHED BY HIM A KING IN ZION HIS HOLY HILL, " AND THE OTHER WORDS SPOKEN IN THE PSALMS IN THE PERSON OF CHRIST. AND WHY SHOULD I GO OVER THE DETAILS OF THIS PROOF, TRULY THEY ARE HARD TO BE NUMBERED, WHEN I CAN SHOW QUITE CLEARLY THAT HE WAS ALWAYS IN MEN? AND THAT IS ENOUGH TO SHOW HERACLEON'S INTERPRETATION OF " THERE STANDS IN THE MIDST OF YOU, " TO BE UNSOUND, WHEN HE SAYS IT IS EQUIVALENT TO " HE IS ALREADY HERE, AND HE IS IN THE WORLD AND IN MEN. " WE ARE DISPOSED TO AGREE WITH HIM WHEN HE SAYS THAT THE WORDS, " WHO COMES AFTER ME, " SHOW JOHN TO BE THE FORERUNNER OF CHRIST, FOR HE IS IN FACT A KIND OF SERVANT RUNNING BEFORE HIS MASTER. THE WORDS, HOWEVER, " WHOSE SHOE-LATCHET I AM NOT WORTHY TO UNLOOSE, " RECEIVE MUCH TOO SIMPLE AN INTERPRETATION WHEN IT IS SAID THAT " IN THESE WORDS THE BAPTIST CONFESSES THAT HE IS NOT WORTHY EVEN OF THE LEAST HONOURABLE MINISTRATION TO CHRIST. " AFTER THIS INTERPRETATION HE ADDS, NOT WITHOUT SENSE, " I AM NOT WORTHY THAT FOR MY SAKE HE SHOULD COME DOWN FROM HIS GREATNESS AND SHOULD TAKE FLESH AS HIS FOOTGEAR, CONCERNING WHICH I AM NOT ABLE TO GIVE ANY EXPLANATION OR DESCRIPTION, NOR TO UNLOOSE THE ARRANGEMENT OF IT. " IN UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD BY HIS SHOE, HERACLEON SHOWS SOME LARGENESS OF MIND, BUT IMMEDIATELY AFTER HE VERGES ON IMPIETY IN DECLARING THAT ALL THIS IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD OF THAT PERSON WHOM JOHN HERE HAS IN HIS MIND. FOR HE CONSIDERS THAT IT IS THE DEMIURGE OF THE WORLD WHO CONFESSES BY THESE WORDS THAT HE IS A LESSER PERSON THAN THE CHRIST; AND THIS IS THE HEIGHT OF IMPIETY. FOR THE FATHER WHO SENT HIM, HE WHO IS THE GOD OF THE LIVING AS JESUS HIMSELF TESTIFIES, OF ABRAHAM AND OF ISAAC AND OF JACOB, AND HE WHO IS GREATER THAN HEAVEN AND EARTH FOR THE REASON THAT HE IS THE MAKER OF THEM, HE ALSO ALONE IS GOOD AND IS GREATER THAN HE WHO WAS SENT BY HIM. AND EVEN IF, AS WE SAID, HERACLEON'S IDEA WAS A LOFTY ONE, THAT THE WHOLE WORLD WAS THE SHOE OF JESUS, YET I THINK WE OUGHT NOT TO AGREE WITH HIM. FOR HOW CAN IT BE HARMONIZED WITH SUCH A VIEW, THAT " HEAVEN IS MY THRONE AND THE EARTH MY FOOTSTOOL, " A TESTIMONY WHICH JESUS ACCEPTS AS SAID OF THE FATHER? MATTHEW 5:34-35 " SWEAR NOT BY HEAVEN, " HE SAYS, " FOR IT IS GOD'S THRONE, NOR BY THE EARTH, FOR IT IS THE FOOTSTOOL OF HIS FEET. " HOW, IF HE TAKES THE WHOLE WORLD TO BE THE SHOE OF JESUS, CAN HE ALSO ACCEPT THE TEXT, " DO NOT I FILL HEAVEN AND EARTH? " SAYS THE LORD. IT IS ALSO WORTH WHILE TO ENQUIRE, WHETHER AS THE WORD AND WISDOM PERMEATED THE WHOLE WORLD, AND AS THE FATHER WAS IN THE SON, THE WORDS ARE TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS ABOVE OR IN THIS WAY, THAT HE WHO FIRST OF ALL WAS GIRDED ABOUT WITH THE WHOLE CREATION, IN ADDITION TO THE SON'S BEING IN HIM, GRANTED TO THE SAVIOUR, AS BEING SECOND AFTER HIM AND BEING GOD THE WORD, TO PERVADE THE WHOLE CREATION. TO THOSE WHO HAVE IT IN THEM TO TAKE NOTE OF THE UNINTERRUPTED MOVEMENT OF THE GREAT HEAVEN, HOW IT CARRIES WITH IT FROM EAST TO WEST SO GREAT A MULTITUDE OF STARS, TO THEM MOST OF ALL IT WILL SEEM NEEDFUL TO ENQUIRE WHAT THAT FORCE IS, HOW GREAT AND OF WHAT NATURE, WHICH IS PRESENT IN THE WHOLE WORLD. FOR TO PRONOUNCE THAT FORCE TO BE OTHER THAN THE FATHER AND THE SON, THAT PERHAPS MIGHT BE INCONSISTENT WITH PIETY.
24. THE NAME OF THE PLACE WHERE JOHN BAPTIZED IS NOT BETHANY, AS IN MOST COPIES, BUT BETHABARA. PROOF OF THIS. SIMILARLY, "GERGESA" SHOULD BE READ FOR "GERASA," IN THE STORY OF THE SWINE. ATTENTION IS TO BE PAID TO THE PROPER NAMES IN SCRIPTURE, WHICH ARE OFTEN WRITTEN INACCURATELY, AND ARE OF IMPORTANCE FOR INTERPRETATION. " THESE THINGS WERE DONE IN BETHABARA, BEYOND JORDAN, WHERE JOHN WAS BAPTIZING. " JOHN 1:28 WE ARE AWARE OF THE READING WHICH IS FOUND IN ALMOST ALL THE COPIES, " THESE THINGS WERE DONE IN BETHANY. " THIS APPEARS, MOREOVER, TO HAVE BEEN THE READING AT AN EARLIER TIME; AND IN HERACLEON WE READ " BETHANY. " WE ARE CONVINCED, HOWEVER, THAT WE SHOULD NOT READ " BETHANY, " BUT " BETHABARA. " WE HAVE VISITED THE PLACES TO ENQUIRE AS TO THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES, AND OF THE PROPHETS. NOW, BETHANY, AS THE SAME EVANGELIST TELLS US, WAS THE TOWN OF LAZARUS, AND OF MARTHA AND MARY; IT IS FIFTEEN STADIA FROM JERUSALEM, AND THE RIVER JORDAN IS ABOUT A HUNDRED AND EIGHTY STADIA DISTANT FROM IT. NOR IS THERE ANY OTHER PLACE OF THE SAME NAME IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF THE JORDAN, BUT THEY SAY THAT BETHABARA IS POINTED OUT ON THE BANKS OF THE JORDAN, AND THAT JOHN IS SAID TO HAVE BAPTIZED THERE. THE ETYMOLOGY OF THE NAME, TOO, CORRESPONDS WITH THE BAPTISM OF HIM WHO MADE READY FOR THE LORD A PEOPLE PREPARED FOR HIM; FOR IT YIELDS THE MEANING " HOUSE OF PREPARATION, " WHILE BETHANY MEANS " HOUSE OF OBEDIENCE. " WHERE ELSE WAS IT FITTING THAT HE SHOULD BAPTIZE, WHO WAS SENT AS A MESSENGER BEFORE THE FACE OF THE CHRIST, TO PREPARE HIS WAY BEFORE HIM, BUT AT THE HOUSE OF PREPARATION? AND WHAT MORE FITTING HOME FOR MARY, WHO CHOSE THE GOOD PART, LUKE 10:41, 43 WHICH WAS NOT TAKEN AWAY FROM HER, AND FOR MARTHA, WHO WAS CUMBERED FOR THE RECEPTION OF JESUS, AND FOR THEIR BROTHER, WHO IS CALLED THE FRIEND OF THE SAVIOUR, THAN BETHANY, THE HOUSE OF OBEDIENCE? THUS, WE SEE THAT HE WHO AIMS AT A COMPLETE UNDERSTANDING OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES MUST NOT NEGLECT THE CAREFUL EXAMINATION OF THE PROPER NAMES IN IT. IN THE MATTER OF PROPER NAMES, THE GREEK COPIES ARE OFTEN INCORRECT, AND IN THE GOSPELS, ONE MIGHT BE MISLED BY THEIR AUTHORITY. THE TRANSACTION ABOUT THE SWINE, WHICH WERE DRIVEN DOWN A STEEP PLACE BY THE DEMONS AND DROWNED IN THE SEA, IS SAID TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE COUNTRY OF THE GERASENES. NOW, GERASA IS A TOWN OF ARABIA, AND HAS NEAR IT NEITHER SEA NOR LAKE. AND THE EVANGELISTS WOULD NOT HAVE MADE A STATEMENT SO OBVIOUSLY AND DEMONSTRABLY FALSE; FOR THEY WERE MEN WHO INFORMED THEMSELVES CAREFULLY OF ALL MATTERS CONNECTED WITH JUDÆA. BUT IN A FEW COPIES, WE HAVE FOUND, " INTO THE COUNTRY OF THE GADARENES; " AND, ON THIS READING, IT IS TO BE STATED THAT GADARA IS A TOWN OF JUDÆA, IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF WHICH ARE THE WELL-KNOWN HOT SPRINGS, AND THAT THERE IS NO LAKE THERE WITH OVERHANGING BANKS, NOR ANY SEA. BUT GERGESA, FROM WHICH THE NAME GERGESENES IS TAKEN, IS AN OLD TOWN IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF THE LAKE NOW CALLED TIBERIAS, AND ON THE EDGE OF IT THERE IS A STEEP PLACE ABUTTING ON THE LAKE, FROM WHICH IT IS POINTED OUT THAT THE SWINE WERE CAST DOWN BY THE DEMONS. NOW, THE MEANING OF GERGESA IS " DWELLING OF THE CASTERS-OUT, " AND IT CONTAINS A PROPHETIC REFERENCE TO THE CONDUCT TOWARDS THE SAVIOUR OF THE CITIZENS OF THOSE PLACES, WHO " BESOUGHT HIM TO DEPART OUT OF THEIR COASTS. " THE SAME INACCURACY WITH REGARD TO PROPER NAMES IS ALSO TO BE OBSERVED IN MANY PASSAGES OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AS WE HAVE BEEN AT PAINS TO LEARN FROM THE HEBREWS, COMPARING OUR OWN COPIES WITH THEIRS WHICH HAVE THE CONFIRMATION OF THE VERSIONS, NEVER SUBJECTED TO CORRUPTION, OF AQUILA AND THEODOTION AND SYMMACHUS. WE ADD A FEW INSTANCES TO ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO PAY MORE ATTENTION TO SUCH POINTS. ONE OF THE SONS OF LEVI, THE FIRST, IS CALLED GESON IN MOST COPIES, INSTEAD OF GERSON. HIS NAME IS THE SAME AS THAT OF THE FIRST-BORN OF MOSES; EXODUS 2:22 IT WAS GIVEN APPROPRIATELY IN EACH CASE, BOTH CHILDREN BEING BORN, BECAUSE OF THE SOJOURN IN EGYPT, IN A STRANGE LAND. THE SECOND SON OF JUDA, GENESIS 38:4 AGAIN, HAS WITH US THE NAME ANNAN, BUT WITH THE HEBREWS ONAN, " THEIR LABOUR. " ONCE MORE, IN THE DEPARTURES OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL IN NUMBERS, WE FIND, " THEY DEPARTED FROM SOCHOTH AND PITCHED IN BUTHAN; " BUT THE HEBREW, INSTEAD OF BUTHAN, READS AIMAN. AND WHY SHOULD I ADD MORE POINTS LIKE THESE, WHEN ANY ONE WHO DESIRES IT CAN EXAMINE INTO THE PROPER NAMES AND FIND OUT FOR HIMSELF HOW THEY STAND? THE PLACE-NAMES OF SCRIPTURE ARE SPECIALLY TO BE SUSPECTED WHERE MANY OF THEM OCCUR IN A CATALOGUE, AS IN THE ACCOUNT OF THE PARTITION OF THE COUNTRY IN JOSHUA, AND IN THE FIRST BOOK OF CHRONICLES FROM THE BEGINNING DOWN TO, SAY, THE PASSAGE ABOUT DAN, AND SIMILARLY IN EZRA. NAMES ARE NOT TO BE NEGLECTED, SINCE INDICATIONS MAY BE GATHERED FROM THEM WHICH HELP IN THE INTERPRETATION OF THE PASSAGES WHERE THEY OCCUR. WE CANNOT, HOWEVER, LEAVE OUR PROPER SUBJECT TO EXAMINE IN THIS PLACE INTO THE PHILOSOPHY OF NAMES.
25. JORDAN MEANS "THEIR GOING DOWN." SPIRITUAL MEANINGS AND APPLICATION OF THIS.
LET US LOOK AT THE WORDS OF THE GOSPEL NOW BEFORE US. " JORDAN " MEANS " THEIR GOING DOWN. " THE NAME " JARED " IS ETYMOLOGICALLY AKIN TO IT, IF I MAY SAY SO; IT ALSO YIELDS THE MEANING " GOING DOWN; " FOR JARED WAS BORN TO MALELEEL, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF ENOCH—IF ANY ONE CARES TO ACCEPT THAT BOOK AS SACRED—IN THE DAYS WHEN THE SONS OF GOD CAME DOWN TO THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN. UNDER THIS DESCENT SOME HAVE SUPPOSED THAT THERE IS AN ENIGMATICAL REFERENCE TO THE DESCENT OF SOULS INTO BODIES, TAKING THE PHRASE " DAUGHTERS OF MEN " AS A TROPICAL EXPRESSION FOR THIS EARTHLY TABERNACLE. SHOULD THIS BE SO, WHAT RIVER WILL " THEIR GOING DOWN " BE, TO WHICH ONE MUST COME TO BE PURIFIED, A RIVER GOING DOWN, NOT WITH ITS OWN DESCENT, BUT " THEIRS, " THAT, NAMELY, OF MEN, WHAT BUT OUR SAVIOUR WHO SEPARATES THOSE WHO RECEIVED THEIR LOTS FROM MOSES FROM THOSE WHO OBTAINED THEIR OWN PORTIONS THROUGH JESUS (JOSHUA)? HIS CURRENT, FLOWING IN THE DESCENDING STREAM, MAKES GLAD, AS WE FIND IN THE PSALMS, THE CITY OF GOD, NOT THE VISIBLE JERUSALEM—FOR IT HAS NO RIVER BESIDE IT—BUT THE BLAMELESS CHURCH OF GOD, BUILT ON THE FOUNDATION OF THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS, CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD BEING THE CHIEF CORNER-STONE. UNDER THE JORDAN, ACCORDINGLY, WE HAVE TO UNDERSTAND THE WORD OF GOD WHO BECAME FLESH AND TABERNACLED AMONG US, JESUS WHO GIVES US AS OUR INHERITANCE THE HUMANITY WHICH HE ASSUMED, FOR THAT IS THE HEAD CORNER-STONE, WHICH BEING TAKEN UP INTO THE DEITY OF THE SON OF GOD, IS WASHED BY BEING SO ASSUMED, AND THEN RECEIVES INTO ITSELF THE PURE AND GUILELESS DOVE OF THE SPIRIT, BOUND TO IT AND NO LONGER ABLE TO FLY AWAY FROM IT. FOR " UPON WHOMSOEVER, " WE READ, " YOU SHALL SEE THE SPIRIT DESCENDING AND ABIDING UPON HIM, THE SAME IS HE THAT BAPTIZES WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. " HENCE, HE WHO RECEIVES THE SPIRIT ABIDING ON JESUS HIMSELF IS ABLE TO BAPTIZE THOSE WHO COME TO HIM IN THAT ABIDING SPIRIT. BUT JOHN BAPTIZES BEYOND JORDAN, IN THE REGIONS VERGING ON THE OUTSIDE OF JUDÆA, IN BETHABARA, BEING THE FORERUNNER OF HIM WHO CAME TO CALL NOT THE RIGHTEOUS BUT SINNERS, AND WHO TAUGHT THAT THE WHOLE HAVE NO NEED OF A PHYSICIAN, BUT THEY THAT ARE SICK. FOR IT IS FOR FORGIVENESS OF SINS THAT THIS WASHING IS GIVEN.
26. THE STORY OF ISRAEL CROSSING JORDAN UNDER JOSHUA IS TYPICAL OF CHRISTIAN THINGS, AND IS WRITTEN FOR OUR INSTRUCTION.
NOW, IT MAY VERY WELL BE THAT SOME ONE NOT VERSED IN THE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE SAVIOUR MAY STUMBLE AT THE INTERPRETATION GIVEN ABOVE OF THE JORDAN; BECAUSE JOHN SAYS, " I BAPTIZE WITH WATER, BUT HE THAT COMES AFTER ME IS STRONGER THAN I; HE SHALL BAPTIZE YOU WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. " TO THIS WE REPLY THAT, AS THE WORD OF GOD IN HIS CHARACTER AS SOMETHING TO BE DRUNK IS TO ONE SET OF MEN WATER, AND TO ANOTHER WINE, MAKING GLAD THE HEART OF MAN, AND TO OTHERS BLOOD, SINCE IT IS SAID, JOHN 6:53 " EXCEPT YE DRINK MY BLOOD, YOU HAVE NO LIFE IN YOU, " AND AS IN HIS CHARACTER AS FOOD HE IS VARIOUSLY CONCEIVED AS LIVING BREAD OR AS FLESH, SO ALSO HE, THE SAME PERSON, IS BAPTISM OF WATER, AND BAPTISM OF HOLY SPIRIT AND OF FIRE, AND TO SOME, ALSO, OF BLOOD. IT IS OF HIS LAST BAPTISM, AS SOME HOLD, THAT HE SPEAKS IN THE WORDS, LUKE 12:50 " I HAVE A BAPTISM TO BE BAPTIZED WITH, AND HOW AM I STRAITENED TILL IT BE ACCOMPLISHED? " AND IT AGREES WITH THIS THAT THE DISCIPLE JOHN SPEAKS IN HIS EPISTLE 1 JOHN 5:8 OF THE SPIRIT, AND THE WATER, AND THE BLOOD, AS BEING ONE. AND AGAIN, HE DECLARES HIMSELF TO BE THE WAY AND THE DOOR, BUT CLEARLY, HE IS NOT THE DOOR TO THOSE TO WHOM HE IS THE WAY, AND HE IS NO LONGER THE WAY TO THOSE TO WHOM HE IS THE DOOR. ALL THOSE, THEN, WHO ARE BEING INITIATED IN THE BEGINNING OF THE ORACLES OF GOD, AND COME TO THE VOICE OF HIM WHO CRIES IN THE WILDERNESS, " MAKE STRAIGHT THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD, " THE VOICE WHICH SOUNDS BEYOND JORDAN AT THE HOUSE OF PREPARATION, LET THEM PREPARE THEMSELVES SO THAT THEY MAY BE IN A STATE TO RECEIVE THE SPIRITUAL WORD, BROUGHT HOME TO THEM BY THE ENLIGHTENMENT OF THE SPIRIT. AS WE ARE NOW, AS OUR SUBJECT REQUIRES, BRINGING TOGETHER ALL THAT RELATES TO THE JORDAN, LET US LOOK AT THE " RIVER. " GOD, BY MOSES, CARRIED THE PEOPLE THROUGH THE RED SEA, MAKING THE WATER A WALL FOR THEM ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON THE LEFT, AND BY JOSHUA HE CARRIED THEM THROUGH JORDAN. NOW, PAUL DEALS WITH THIS SCRIPTURE, AND HIS WARFARE IS NOT ACCORDING TO THE FLESH OF IT, FOR HE KNEW THAT THE LAW IS SPIRITUAL IN A SPIRITUAL SENSE. AND HE SHOWS US THAT HE UNDERSTOOD WHAT IS SAID ABOUT THE PASSAGE OF THE RED SEA; FOR HE SAYS IN HIS FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, " I WOULD NOT, BRETHREN, HAVE YOU IGNORANT, HOW THAT OUR FATHERS WERE ALL UNDER THE CLOUD, AND ALL PASSED THROUGH THE SEA, AND WERE ALL BAPTIZED INTO MOSES IN THE CLOUD AND IN THE SEA, AND DID ALL EAT THE SAME SPIRITUAL MEAT, AND DRINK THE SAME SPIRITUAL DRINK; FOR THEY DRANK OF THE SPIRITUAL ROCK WHICH FOLLOWED THEM, AND THE ROCK WAS CHRIST. " IN THE SPIRIT OF THIS PASSAGE LET US ALSO PRAY THAT WE MAY RECEIVE FROM GOD TO UNDERSTAND THE SPIRITUAL MEANING OF JOSHUA'S PASSAGE THROUGH JORDAN. OF IT, ALSO, PAUL WOULD HAVE SAID, " I WOULD NOT, BRETHREN, HAVE YOU IGNORANT, THAT ALL OUR FATHERS WENT THROUGH JORDAN, AND WERE ALL BAPTIZED INTO JESUS IN THE SPIRIT AND IN THE RIVER. " AND JOSHUA, WHO SUCCEEDED MOSES, WAS A TYPE OF JESUS CHRIST, WHO SUCCEEDS THE DISPENSATION THROUGH THE LAW, AND REPLACES IT BY THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL. AND EVEN IF THOSE PAUL SPEAKS OF WERE BAPTIZED IN THE CLOUD AND IN THE SEA, THERE IS SOMETHING HARSH AND SALT IN THEIR BAPTISM. THEY ARE STILL IN FEAR OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND CRYING TO THE LORD AND TO MOSES, SAYING, EXODUS 14:11 " BECAUSE THERE WERE NO GRAVES IN EGYPT, HAVE YOU BROUGHT US FORTH TO SLAY US IN THE WILDERNESS? WHY HAVE YOU DEALT THUS WITH US, TO BRING US FORTH OUT OF EGYPT? " BUT THE BAPTISM TO JOSHUA, WHICH TAKES PLACE IN QUITE SWEET AND DRINKABLE WATER, IS IN MANY WAYS, SUPERIOR TO THAT EARLIER ONE, RELIGION HAVING BY THIS TIME GROWN CLEARER AND ASSUMING A BECOMING ORDER. FOR THE ARK OF THE COVENANT OF THE LORD OUR GOD IS CARRIED IN PROCESSION BY THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, THE PEOPLE FOLLOWING THE MINISTERS OF GOD, IT, ALSO, ACCEPTING THE LAW OF HOLINESS. FOR JOSHUA SAYS TO THE PEOPLE, JOSHUA 3:5 " SANCTIFY YOURSELVES AGAINST TOMORROW; THE LORD WILL DO WONDERS AMONG YOU. " AND HE COMMANDS THE PRIESTS TO GO BEFORE THE PEOPLE WITH THE ARK OF THE COVENANT, WHEREIN IS PLAINLY SHOWED FORTH THE MYSTERY OF THE FATHER'S ECONOMY ABOUT THE SON, WHICH IS HIGHLY EXALTED BY HIM WHO GAVE THE SON THIS OFFICE; " THAT AT THE NAME OF JESUS PHILIPPIANS 2:9-11 EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, OF THINGS IN HEAVEN AND THINGS ON EARTH AND THINGS UNDER THE EARTH, AND THAT EVERY TONGUE SHOULD CONFESS THAT JESUS CHRIST IS LORD, TO THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. " THIS IS POINTED OUT BY WHAT WE FIND IN THE BOOK CALLED JOSHUA, " IN THAT DAY I WILL BEGIN TO EXALT YOU BEFORE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. " AND WE HEAR OUR LORD JESUS SAYING TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, JOSHUA 3:9-10 " COME HITHER AND HEAR THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE LORD YOUR GOD. HEREBY YOU SHALL KNOW THAT THE LIVING GOD IS IN (AMONG) YOU; " FOR WHEN WE ARE BAPTIZED TO JESUS, WE KNOW THAT THE LIVING GOD IS IN US. AND, IN THE FORMER CASE, THEY KEPT THE PASSOVER IN EGYPT, AND THEN BEGAN THEIR JOURNEY, BUT WITH JOSHUA, AFTER CROSSING JORDAN ON THE TENTH DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH THEY PITCHED THEIR CAMP IN GALGALA; FOR A SHEEP HAD TO BE PROCURED BEFORE INVITATIONS COULD BE ISSUED TO THE BANQUET AFTER JOSHUA'S BAPTISM. THEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, SINCE THE CHILDREN OF THOSE WHO CAME OUT OF EGYPT HAD NOT RECEIVED CIRCUMCISION, WERE CIRCUMCISED BY JOSHUA WITH A VERY SHARP STONE; THE LORD DECLARES THAT HE TAKES AWAY THE REPROACH OF EGYPT ON THE DAY OF JOSHUA'S BAPTISM, WHEN JOSHUA PURIFIED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. FOR IT IS WRITTEN: JOSHUA 5:9 " AND THE LORD SAID TO JOSHUA, THE SON OF NUN, THIS DAY HAVE I TAKEN AWAY THE REPROACH OF EGYPT FROM OFF YOU. " THEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL KEPT THE PASSOVER ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH, WITH MUCH GREATER GLADNESS THAN IN EGYPT, FOR THEY ATE UNLEAVENED BREAD OF THE CORN OF THE HOLY LAND, AND FRESH FOOD BETTER THAN MANNA. FOR WHEN THEY RECEIVED THE LAND OF PROMISE GOD DID NOT ENTERTAIN THEM WITH SCANTIER FOOD, NOR WHEN SUCH A ONE AS JOSHUA WAS THEIR LEADER, DO THEY GET INFERIOR BREAD. THIS WILL BE PLAIN TO HIM WHO THINKS OF THE TRUE HOLY LAND AND OF THE JERUSALEM ABOVE. HENCE IT IS WRITTEN IN THIS SAME GOSPEL: YOUR FATHERS DID EAT BREAD IN THE WILDERNESS, AND ARE DEAD; HE THAT EATS OF THIS BREAD SHALL LIVE FOR EVER. FOR THE MANNA, THOUGH IT WAS GIVEN BY GOD, YET WAS BREAD OF TRAVEL, BREAD SUPPLIED TO THOSE STILL UNDER DISCIPLINE, WELL FITTED FOR THOSE WHO WERE UNDER TUTORS AND GOVERNORS. AND THE NEW BREAD JOSHUA MANAGED TO GET FROM CORN THEY CUT IN THE COUNTRY, IN THE LAND OF PROMISE, OTHERS HAVING LABOURED AND HIS DISCIPLES REAPING, THAT WAS BREAD MORE-FULL OF LIFE, DISTRIBUTED AS IT WAS TO THOSE WHO, FOR THEIR PERFECTION, WERE ABLE TO RECEIVE THE INHERITANCE OF THEIR FATHERS. HENCE, HE WHO IS STILL UNDER DISCIPLINE TO THAT BREAD MAY RECEIVE DEATH AS FAR AS IT IS CONCERNED, BUT HE WHO HAS ATTAINED TO THE BREAD THAT FOLLOWS THAT, EATING IT, SHALL LIVE FOR EVER. ALL THIS HAS BEEN ADDED, NOT, I CONCEIVE, WITHOUT APPROPRIATENESS, TO OUR STUDY OF THE BAPTISM AT THE JORDAN, ADMINISTERED BY JOHN AT BETHABARA.
27. OF ELIJAH AND ELISHA CROSSING THE JORDAN.
ANOTHER POINT WHICH WE MUST NOT FAIL TO NOTICE IS THAT WHEN ELIJAH WAS ABOUT TO BE TAKEN UP IN A WHIRLWIND, AS IF TO HEAVEN, 2 KINGS 2:8, 11 HE TOOK HIS MANTLE AND WRAPPED IT TOGETHER AND SMOTE THE WATER, WHICH WAS DIVIDED HITHER AND THITHER, AND THEY WENT OVER BOTH OF THEM, THAT IS, HE AND ELISHA. HIS BAPTISM IN THE JORDAN MADE HIM FITTER TO BE TAKEN UP, FOR, AS WE SHOWED BEFORE, PAUL GIVES THE NAME OF BAPTISM TO SUCH A REMARKABLE PASSAGE THROUGH THE WATER. AND THROUGH THIS SAME JORDAN ELISHA RECEIVES, THROUGH ELIJAH, THE GIFT HE DESIRED, SAYING, " LET A DOUBLE PORTION OF YOUR SPIRIT BE UPON ME. " WHAT ENABLED HIM TO RECEIVE THIS GIFT OF THE SPIRIT OF ELIJAH WAS, PERHAPS, THAT HE HAD PASSED THROUGH JORDAN TWICE, ONCE WITH ELIJAH, AND THE SECOND TIME, WHEN, AFTER RECEIVING THE MANTLE OF ELIJAH, HE SMOTE THE WATER AND SAID, " WHERE IS THE GOD OF ELIJAH, EVEN HE? AND HE SMOTE THE WATERS, AND THEY WERE DIVIDED HITHER AND THITHER. " 
28. NAAMAN THE SYRIAN AND THE JORDAN. NO OTHER STREAM HAS THE SAME HEALING POWER.
SHOULD ANY ONE OBJECT TO THE EXPRESSION " HE SMOTE THE WATER, " ON ACCOUNT OF THE CONCLUSION WE ARRIVED AT ABOVE WITH RESPECT TO THE JORDAN, THAT IT IS A TYPE OF THE WORD WHO DESCENDED FOR US OUR DESCENDING, WE REJOIN THAT WITH THE APOSTLE THE ROCK IS PLAINLY SAID TO BE CHRIST, AND THAT IT IS SMITTEN TWICE WITH THE ROD, SO THAT THE PEOPLE MAY DRINK OF THE SPIRITUAL ROCK WHICH FOLLOWS THEM. THE " SMITING " IN THIS NEW DIFFICULTY IS THAT OF THOSE WHO ARE FOND OF SUGGESTING SOMETHING THAT CONTRADICTS THE CONCLUSION EVEN BEFORE THEY HAVE LEARNED WHAT THE QUESTION IS WHICH IS IN HAND. FROM SUCH GOD SETS US FREE, SINCE, ON THE ONE HAND, HE GIVES US TO DRINK WHEN WE ARE THIRSTY, AND ON THE OTHER HE PREPARES FOR US, IN THE IMMENSE AND TRACKLESS DEEP, A ROAD TO PASS OVER, NAMELY, BY THE DIVIDING OF HIS WORD, SINCE IT IS BY THE REASON WHICH DISTINGUISHES (DIVIDES) THAT MOST THINGS ARE MADE PLAIN TO US. BUT THAT WE MAY RECEIVE THE RIGHT INTERPRETATION ABOUT THIS JORDAN, SO GOOD TO DRINK, SO FULL OF GRACE, IT MAY BE OF USE TO COMPARE THE CLEANSING OF NAAMAN THE SYRIAN FROM HIS LEPROSY, AND WHAT IS SAID OF THE RIVERS OF RELIGION OF THE ENEMIES OF ISRAEL. IT IS RECORDED OF NAAMAN 2 KINGS 5:9-10 THAT HE CAME WITH HORSE AND CHARIOT, AND STOOD AT THE DOOR OF THE HOUSE OF ELISHA. AND ELISHA SENT A MESSENGER TO HIM, SAYING, " GO, WASH SEVEN TIMES IN THE JORDAN, AND YOUR FLESH SHALL COME AGAIN UNTO YOU, AND YOU SHALL BE CLEANSED. " THEN NAAMAN IS ANGRY; HE DOES NOT SEE THAT OUR JORDAN IS THE CLEANSER OF THOSE WHO ARE IMPURE FROM LEPROSY, FROM THAT IMPURITY, AND THEIR RESTORER TO HEALTH; IT IS THE JORDAN THAT DOES THIS, AND NOT THE PROPHET; THE OFFICE OF THE PROPHET IS TO DIRECT TO THE HEALING AGENCY. NAAMAN THEN SAYS, NOT UNDERSTANDING THE GREAT MYSTERY OF THE JORDAN, " BEHOLD, I SAID THAT HE WILL CERTAINLY COME OUT TO ME, AND WILL CALL UPON THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD HIS GOD, AND LAY HIS HAND UPON THE PLACE, AND RESTORE THE LEPER. " FOR TO PUT HIS HAND ON THE LEPROSY MATTHEW 8:2-3 AND CLEANSE IT IS A WORK BELONGING TO OUR LORD JESUS ONLY; FOR WHEN THE LEPER APPEALED TO HIM WITH FAITH, SAYING, " IF THOU WILT THOU CANST MAKE ME CLEAN, " HE NOT ONLY SAID, " I WILL, BE THOU CLEAN, " BUT IN ADDITION TO THE WORD HE TOUCHED HIM, AND HE WAS CLEANSED FROM HIS LEPROSY. NAAMAN, THEN, IS STILL IN ERROR, AND DOES NOT SEE HOW FAR INFERIOR OTHER RIVERS ARE TO THE JORDAN FOR THE CURE OF THE SUFFERING; HE EXTOLS THE RIVERS OF DAMASCUS, ARBANA, AND PHARPHA, SAYING, " ARE NOT ARBANA AND PHARPHA, RIVERS OF DAMASCUS, BETTER THAN ALL THE WATERS OF ISRAEL? SHALL I NOT WASH IN THEM AND BE CLEAN? " FOR AS NONE IS GOOD BUT ONE, GOD THE FATHER, SO AMONG RIVERS NONE IS GOOD BUT THE JORDAN, NOR ABLE TO CLEANSE FROM HIS LEPROSY HIM WHO WITH FAITH WASHES HIS SOUL IN JESUS. AND THIS, I SUPPOSE, IS THE REASON WHY THE ISRAELITES ARE RECORDED TO HAVE WEPT WHEN THEY SAT BY THE RIVERS OF BABYLON AND REMEMBERED ZION; THOSE WHO ARE CARRIED CAPTIVE, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS, WHEN THEY TASTE OTHER WATERS AFTER SACRED JORDAN, ARE LED TO REMEMBER WITH LONGING THEIR OWN RIVER OF SALVATION. THEREFORE, IT IS SAID OF THE RIVERS OF BABYLON, " THERE WE SAT DOWN, " CLEARLY BECAUSE THEY WERE UNABLE TO STAND, " AND WEPT. " AND JEREMIAH REBUKES THOSE WHO WISH TO DRINK THE WATERS OF EGYPT, AND DESERT THE WATER WHICH COMES DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND IS NAMED FROM ITS SO COMING DOWN—NAMELY, THE JORDAN. HE SAYS, " WHAT HAVE YOU TO DO WITH THE WAY OF EGYPT, TO DRINK THE WATER OF GEON, AND TO DRINK THE WATER OF THE RIVER, " OR, AS IT IS IN THE HEBREW, " TO DRINK THE WATER OF SION. " OF WHICH WATER WE HAVE NOW TO SPEAK.
29. THE RIVER OF EGYPT AND ITS DRAGON, CONTRASTED WITH THE JORDAN.
BUT THAT THE SPIRIT IN THE INSPIRED SCRIPTURES IS NOT SPEAKING MAINLY OF RIVERS TO BE SEEN WITH THE EYES, MAY BE GATHERED FROM EZEKIEL'S PROPHECIES AGAINST PHARAOH, KING OF EGYPT: " BEHOLD I AM AGAINST YOU, PHARAOH, KING OF EGYPT, THE GREAT DRAGON, SEATED IN THE MIDST OF RIVERS, WHO SAYEST, MINE ARE THE RIVERS, AND I MADE THEM. AND I WILL PUT TRAPS IN YOUR JAWS, AND I WILL MAKE THE FISHES OF THE RIVER TO STICK TO YOUR FINS, AND I WILL BRING YOU UP FROM THE MIDST OF YOUR RIVER, AND ALL THE FISH OF THE RIVER, AND I WILL CAST YOU DOWN QUICKLY AND ALL THE FISH OF THE RIVER; YOU SHALL FALL UPON THE FACE OF YOUR LAND, AND YOU SHALL NOT BE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND YOU SHALL NOT BE ADORNED. " FOR WHAT REAL BODILY DRAGON HAS EVER BEEN REPORTED AS HAVING BEEN SEEN IN THE MATERIAL RIVER OF EGYPT? BUT CONSIDER IF THE RIVER OF EGYPT BE NOT THE DWELLING OF THE DRAGON WHO IS OUR ENEMY, WHO WAS NOT EVEN ABLE TO KILL THE CHILD MOSES. BUT AS THE DRAGON IS IN THE RIVER OF EGYPT, SO IS GOD IN THE RIVER WHICH MAKES GLAD THE CITY OF GOD; FOR THE FATHER IS IN THE SON. HENCE THOSE WHO COME TO WASH THEMSELVES IN HIM PUT AWAY THE REPROACH OF EGYPT, AND BECOME MORE FIT TO BE RESTORED. THEY ARE CLEANSED FROM THAT FOULEST LEPROSY, RECEIVE A DOUBLE PORTION OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS, AND ARE MADE READY TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT, SINCE THE SPIRITUAL DOVE DOES NOT LIGHT ON ANY OTHER STREAM. THUS, WE HAVE CONSIDERED IN A WAY MORE-WORTHY OF THE SACRED SUBJECT THE JORDAN AND THE PURIFICATION THAT IS IN IT, AND JESUS BEING WASHED IN IT, AND THE HOUSE OF PREPARATION. LET US, THEN, DRAW FROM THE RIVER AS MUCH HELP AS WE REQUIRE.
30. OF WHAT JOHN LEARNED FROM JESUS WHEN MARY VISITED ELISABETH IN THE HILL COUNTRY.
" THE NEXT DAY JOHN SEES JESUS COMING UNTO HIM. " JOHN 1:29 THE MOTHER OF JESUS HAD FORMERLY, AS SOON AS SHE CONCEIVED, STAYED WITH THE MOTHER OF JOHN, ALSO AT THAT TIME WITH CHILD, AND THE FORMER THEN COMMUNICATED TO THE FORMED WITH SOME EXACTNESS HIS OWN IMAGE, AND CAUSED HIM TO BE CONFORMED TO HIS GLORY. AND FROM THIS OUTWARD SIMILARITY IT CAME THAT WITH THOSE WHO DID NOT DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE IMAGE ITSELF AND THAT WHICH WAS ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE, JOHN WAS THOUGHT TO BE CHRIST LUKE 3:14 AND JESUS WAS SUPPOSED MATTHEW 14:2 TO BE JOHN RISEN FROM THE DEAD. SO NOW JESUS, AFTER THE TESTIMONIES OF JOHN TO HIM WHICH WE HAVE EXAMINED, IS HIMSELF SEEN BY THE BAPTIST COMING TO HIM. IT IS TO BE NOTICED THAT ON THE FORMER OCCASION, WHEN THE VOICE OF MARY'S SALUTATION CAME TO THE EARS OF ELISABETH, THE BABE JOHN LEAPED IN THE WOMB OF HIS MOTHER, WHO THEN RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS IT WERE, FROM THE GROUND. FOR IT CAME TO PASS, WE READ, LUKE 1:41-42 " WHEN ELISABETH HEARD THE SALUTATION OF MARY, THE BABE LEAPED IN HER WOMB; AND ELISABETH WAS FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND SHE LIFTED UP HER VOICE WITH A LOUD CRY AND SAID, " ETC. ON THIS OCCASION, SIMILARLY, JOHN SEES JESUS COMING TO HIM AND SAYS, " BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD WHICH TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD. " FOR WITH REGARD TO MATTERS OF GREAT MOMENT ONE IS FIRST INSTRUCTED BY HEARING AND AFTERWARDS ONE SEES THEM WITH ONE'S OWN EYES. THAT JOHN WAS HELPED TO THE SHAPE HE WAS TO WEAR BY THE LORD WHO, STILL IN THE PROCESS OF FORMATION AND IN HIS MOTHER'S WOMB, APPROACHED ELISABETH, WILL BE CLEAR TO ANY ONE WHO HAS GRASPED OUR PROOF THAT JOHN IS A VOICE BUT THAT JESUS IS THE WORD, FOR WHEN ELISABETH WAS FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AT THE SALUTATION OF MARY THERE WAS A GREAT VOICE IN HER, AS THE WORDS THEMSELVES BEAR; FOR THEY SAY, " AND SHE SPOKE OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE. " ELISABETH, IT IS PLAIN, DID THIS, " AND SHE SPOKE. " FOR THE VOICE OF MARY'S SALUTATION COMING TO THE EARS OF ELISABETH FILLED JOHN WITH ITSELF; HENCE JOHN LEAPS, AND HIS MOTHER BECOMES, AS IT WERE, THE MOUTH OF HER SON AND A PROPHETESS, CRYING OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE AND SAYING, " BLESSED ART THOU AMONG WOMEN, AND BLESSED IS THE FRUIT OF YOUR WOMB. " NOW WE SEE CLEARLY HOW IT WAS WITH MARY'S HASTY JOURNEY TO THE HILL COUNTRY, AND HER ENTRANCE INTO THE HOUSE OF ZACHARIAS, AND THE GREETING WITH WHICH SHE SALUTES ELISABETH; IT WAS THAT SHE MIGHT COMMUNICATE SOME OF THE POWER SHE DERIVED FROM HIM SHE HAD CONCEIVED, TO JOHN, YET IN HIS MOTHER'S WOMB, AND THAT JOHN TOO MIGHT COMMUNICATE TO HIS MOTHER SOME OF THE PROPHETIC GRACE WHICH HAD COME TO HIM, THAT ALL THESE THINGS WERE DONE. AND MOST RIGHTLY WAS IT IN THE HILL COUNTRY THAT THESE TRANSACTIONS TOOK PLACE, SINCE NO GREAT THING CAN BE ENTERTAINED BY THOSE WHO ARE LOW AND MAY BE THENCE CALLED VALLEYS. HERE, THEN, AFTER THE TESTIMONIES OF JOHN, THE FIRST, WHEN HE CRIED AND SPOKE ABOUT HIS DEITY; THE SECOND, ADDRESSED TO THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES WHO WERE SENT BY THE JEWS FROM JERUSALEM; AND THE THIRD, IN ANSWER TO THE SHARPER QUESTIONS OF THOSE FROM THE PHARISEES, JESUS IS SEEN BY THE WITNESS-BEARER COMING TO HIM WHILE HE IS STILL ADVANCING AND GROWING BETTER. THIS ADVANCE AND IMPROVEMENT, IS SYMBOLICALLY INDICATED IN THE PHRASE, " ON THE MORROW. " FOR JESUS CAME IN THE CONSEQUENT ILLUMINATION, AS IT WERE, AND ON THE DAY AFTER WHAT HAD PRECEDED, NOT ONLY KNOWN AS STANDING IN THE MIDST EVEN OF THOSE WHO KNEW HIM NOT, BUT NOW PLAINLY SEEN ADVANCING TO HIM WHO HAD FORMERLY MADE SUCH DECLARATIONS ABOUT HIM. ON THE FIRST DAY THE TESTIMONIES TAKE PLACE, AND ON THE SECOND JESUS COMES TO JOHN. ON THE THIRD JOHN, STANDING WITH TWO OF HIS DISCIPLES AND LOOKING UPON JESUS AS HE WALKED, SAID, " BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, " THUS URGING THOSE WHO WERE THERE TO FOLLOW THE SON OF GOD. ON THE FOURTH DAY, TOO, HE WAS MINDED TO GO FORTH INTO GALILEE, AND HE WHO CAME FORTH TO SEEK THAT WHICH WAS LOST FINDS PHILIP AND SAYS TO HIM, " FOLLOW ME. " AND ON THAT DAY, AFTER THE FOURTH, WHICH IS THE SIXTH FROM THE BEGINNING OF THOSE WE HAVE ENUMERATED, THE MARRIAGE TAKES PLACE IN CANA OF GALILEE, WHICH WE SHALL HAVE TO CONSIDER WHEN WE GET TO THE PASSAGE. NOTE THIS, TOO, THAT MARY BEING THE GREATER COMES TO ELISABETH, WHO IS THE LESS, AND THE SON OF GOD COMES TO THE BAPTIST; WHICH SHOULD ENCOURAGE US TO RENDER HELP WITHOUT DELAY TO THOSE WHO ARE IN A LOWER POSITION, AND TO CULTIVATE FOR OURSELVES A MODERATE STATION.
31. OF THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN JOHN AND JESUS AT THE BAPTISM, RECORDED BY MATTHEW ONLY.
JOHN THE DISCIPLE DOES NOT TELL US WHERE THE SAVIOUR COMES FROM TO JOHN THE BAPTIST, BUT WE LEARN THIS FROM MATTHEW, WHO WRITES: " THEN COMES JESUS FROM GALILEE TO JORDAN TO JOHN, TO BE BAPTIZED OF HIM. " AND MARK ADDS THE PLACE IN GALILEE; HE SAYS, " AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THOSE DAYS, THAT JESUS CAME FROM NAZARETH IN GALILEE AND WAS BAPTIZED BY JOHN IN JORDAN. " LUKE DOES NOT MENTION THE PLACE JESUS CAME FROM, BUT ON THE OTHER HAND HE TELLS US WHAT WE DO NOT LEARN FROM THE OTHERS, THAT IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE BAPTISM, AS HE WAS COMING UP, HEAVEN WAS OPENED TO HIM, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON HIM IN BODILY FORM LIKE A DOVE. AGAIN, IT IS MATTHEW ALONE WHO TELLS US OF JOHN'S PREVENTING THE LORD, SAYING TO THE SAVIOUR, " I HAVE NEED TO BE BAPTIZED OF THEE, AND COMEST THOU TO ME? " NONE OF THE OTHERS ADDED THIS AFTER MATTHEW, SO THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE SAYING JUST THE SAME AS HE. AND WHAT THE LORD REJOINED, " SUFFER IT NOW, FOR THUS IT BECOMES US TO FULFIL ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS, " THIS ALSO MATTHEW ALONE RECORDED.
32. JOHN CALLS JESUS A "LAMB." WHY DOES HE NAME THIS ANIMAL SPECIALLY? OF THE TYPOLOGY OF THE SACRIFICES, GENERALLY.
" AND HE SAYS, BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, WHICH TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD. " JOHN 1:29 THERE WERE FIVE ANIMALS WHICH WERE BROUGHT TO THE ALTAR, THREE THAT WALK AND TWO THAT FLY; AND IT SEEMS TO BE WORTH ASKING WHY JOHN CALLS THE SAVIOUR A LAMB AND NOT ANY OF THESE OTHER CREATURES, AND WHY, WHEN EACH OF THE ANIMALS THAT WALK IS OFFERED OF THREE KINDS HE USED FOR THE SHEEP-KIND THE TERM " LAMB. " THE FIVE ANIMALS ARE AS FOLLOWS: THE BULLOCK, THE SHEEP, THE GOAT, THE TURTLE-DOVE, THE PIGEON. AND OF THE WALKING ANIMALS THESE ARE THE THREE KINDS—BULLOCK, OX, CALF; RAM, SHEEP, LAMB; HE-GOAT, GOAT, KID. OF THE FLYING ANIMALS, OF PIGEONS WE ONLY HEAR OF TWO YOUNG ONES; OF TURTLE DOVES ONLY OF A PAIR. HE, THEN, WHO WOULD ACCURATELY UNDERSTAND THE SPIRITUAL RATIONALE OF THE SACRIFICES MUST ENQUIRE OF WHAT HEAVENLY THINGS THESE WERE THE PATTERN AND THE SHADOW, AND ALSO FOR WHAT END THE SACRIFICE OF EACH VICTIM IS PRESCRIBED, AND HE MUST SPECIALLY COLLECT THE POINTS CONNECTED WITH THE LAMB. NOW THAT THE PRINCIPLE OF THE SACRIFICE MUST BE APPREHENDED WITH REFERENCE TO CERTAIN HEAVENLY MYSTERIES, APPEARS FROM THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE, WHO SOMEWHERE SAYS, " WHO SERVE A PATTERN AND SHADOW OF HEAVENLY THINGS, " AND AGAIN, " IT WAS NECESSARY THAT THE PATTERNS OF THE THINGS IN THE HEAVENS SHOULD BE PURIFIED WITH THESE, BUT THE HEAVENLY THINGS THEMSELVES WITH BETTER SACRIFICES THAN THESE. " NOW TO FIND OUT ALL THE PARTICULARS OF THESE AND TO STATE IN ITS RELATION TO THEM THAT SACRIFICE OF THE SPIRITUAL LAW WHICH TOOK PLACE IN JESUS CHRIST (A TRUTH GREATER THAN HUMAN NATURE CAN COMPREHEND)—TO DO THIS BELONGS TO NO OTHER THAN THE PERFECT MAN, HEBREWS 5:14 WHO, BY REASON OF USE, HAS HIS SENSES EXERCISED TO DISCERN GOOD AND EVIL, AND WHO IS ABLE TO SAY, FROM A TRUTH-LOVING DISPOSITION, 1 CORINTHIANS 2:6 " WE SPEAK WISDOM AMONG THEM THAT ARE PERFECT. " OF THESE THINGS TRULY AND THINGS LIKE THESE, WE CAN SAY, EXODUS 29:38-44 " WHICH NONE OF THE RULERS OF THIS WORLD KNEW. " 
33. A LAMB WAS OFFERED AT THE MORNING AND EVENING SACRIFICE. SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS.
NOW WE FIND THE LAMB OFFERED IN THE CONTINUAL (DAILY) SACRIFICE. THUS, IT IS WRITTEN, EXODUS 29:38-44 " THIS IS THAT WHICH YOU SHALL OFFER UPON THE ALTAR; TWO LAMBS OF THE FIRST-YEAR DAY BY DAY CONTINUALLY, FOR A CONTINUAL SACRIFICE. THE ONE LAMB YOU SHALL OFFER IN THE MORNING, AND THE OTHER LAMB YOU SHALL OFFER AT EVEN, AND A TENTH PART OF FINE FLOUR MINGLED WITH BEATEN OIL, THE FOURTH PART OF A HIN; AND FOR A DRINK-OFFERING THE FOURTH PART OF A BIN OF WINE TO THE FIRST LAMB. AND THE OTHER LAMB YOU SHALL OFFER IN THE EVENING, ACCORDING TO THE FIRST SACRIFICE AND ACCORDING TO ITS DRINK-OFFERING. YOU SHALL OFFER A SWEET SAVOUR, AN [SEXLESS] OFFERING TO THE LORD, A CONTINUAL BURNT OFFERING THROUGHOUT YOUR GENERATIONS AT THE DOOR OF TENT OF WITNESS BEFORE THE LORD, WHERE I WILL MAKE MYSELF KNOWN TO YOU, TO SPEAK UNTO YOU. AND I WILL APPOINT YOU FOR THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND I WILL BE SANCTIFIED IN MY GLORY, AND WITH SANCTIFICATION I WILL SANCTIFY THE TENT OF WITNESS. " BUT WHAT OTHER CONTINUAL SACRIFICE CAN THERE BE TO THE MAN OF REASON IN THE WORLD OF MIND, BUT THE WORD GROWING TO MATURITY, THE WORD WHO IS SYMBOLICALLY CALLED A LAMB AND WHO IS OFFERED AS SOON AS THE SOUL RECEIVES ILLUMINATION. THIS WOULD BE THE CONTINUAL SACRIFICE OF THE MORNING, AND IT IS OFFERED AGAIN WHEN THE SOJOURN OF THE MIND WITH DIVINE THINGS COMES TO AN END. FOR IT CANNOT MAINTAIN FOR EVER ITS, INTERCOURSE WITH HIGHER THINGS, SEEING THAT THE SOUL IS APPOINTED TO BE YOKED TOGETHER WITH THE BODY WHICH IS OF EARTH AND HEAVY.
34. THE MORNING AND EVENING SACRIFICES OF THE SAINT IN HIS LIFE OF THOUGHT.
BUT IF ANY ONE ASKS WHAT THE SAINT IS TO DO IN THE TIME BETWEEN MORNING AND EVENING, LET HIM FOLLOW WHAT TAKES PLACE IN THE CULTUS AND INFER FROM IT THE PRINCIPLE HE ASKS FOR. IN THAT CASE THE PRIESTS BEGIN THEIR OFFERINGS WITH THE CONTINUAL SACRIFICE, AND BEFORE THEY COME TO THE CONTINUOUS ONE OF THE EVENING THEY OFFER THE OTHER SACRIFICES WHICH THE LAW PRESCRIBES, AS, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT FOR TRANSGRESSION, OR THAT FOR INVOLUNTARY OFFENCES, OR THAT CONNECTED WITH A PRAYER FOR SALVATION, OR THAT OF JEALOUSY, OR THAT OF THE SABBATH, OR OF THE NEW MOON, AND SO ON, WHICH IT WOULD TAKE TOO LONG TO MENTION. SO, WE, BEGINNING OUR OBLATION WITH THE DISCOURSE OF THAT TYPE WHICH IS CHRIST, CAN GO ON TO DISCOURSE ABOUT MANY OTHER MOST USEFUL THINGS. AND DRAWING TO A CLOSE STILL IN THE THINGS OF CHRIST, WE COME, AS IT WERE, TO EVENING AND NIGHT, WHEN WE ARRIVE AT THE BODILY FEATURES OF HIS MANIFESTATION.
35. JESUS IS A LAMB IN RESPECT OF HIS HUMAN NATURE.
IF WE ENQUIRE FURTHER INTO THE SIGNIFICANCE OF JESUS BEING POINTED OUT BY JOHN, WHEN HE SAYS, " THIS IS THE LAMB OF GOD WHICH TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD, " WE MAY TAKE OUR STAND AT THE DISPENSATION OF THE BODILY ADVENT OF THE SON OF GOD IN HUMAN LIFE, AND IN THAT CASE, WE SHALL CONCEIVE THE LAMB TO BE NO OTHER THAN THE MAN. FOR THE MAN " WAS LED LIKE A SHEEP TO THE SLAUGHTER, AND AS A LAMB, DUMB BEFORE HIS SHEARERS, " ISAIAH 53:7 SAYING, " I WAS AS LIKE A GENTLE LAMB LED TO THE SLAUGHTER. " HENCE, TOO, IN THE APOCALYPSE A LAMB IS SEEN, STANDING AS IF SLAIN. THIS SLAIN LAMB HAS BEEN MADE, ACCORDING TO CERTAIN HIDDEN REASONS, A PURIFICATION OF THE WHOLE WORLD, FOR WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE FATHER'S LOVE TO MAN, HE SUBMITTED TO DEATH, PURCHASING US BACK BY HIS OWN BLOOD FROM HIM WHO HAD GOT US INTO HIS POWER, SOLD UNDER SIN. AND HE WHO LED THIS LAMB TO THE SLAUGHTER WAS GOD IN MAN, THE GREAT HIGH-PRIEST, AS HE SHOWS BY THE WORDS: JOHN 10:18 " NO ONE TAKES MY LIFE AWAY FROM ME, BUT I LAY IT DOWN OF MYSELF. I HAVE POWER TO LAY IT DOWN, AND I HAVE POWER TO TAKE IT AGAIN. " 
36. OF THE DEATH OF THE MARTYRS CONSIDERED AS A SACRIFICE, AND IN WHAT WAY IT OPERATES TO THE BENEFIT OF OTHERS.
AKIN TO THIS SACRIFICE ARE THE OTHERS OF WHICH THE SACRIFICES OF THE LAW ARE SYMBOLS, AND ANOTHER KIND OF SACRIFICE ALSO APPEARS TO ME TO BE OF THE SAME NATURE; NAMELY, THE SHEDDING OF THE BLOOD OF THE NOBLE MARTYRS, WHOM THE DISCIPLE JOHN SAW, FOR THIS IS NOT WITHOUT SIGNIFICANCE, STANDING BESIDE THE HEAVENLY ALTAR. " WHO IS WISE, HOSEA 14:10 AND HE SHALL UNDERSTAND THESE THINGS, PRUDENT, AND HE SHALL KNOW THEM? " IT IS A MATTER OF HIGHER SPECULATION TO CONSIDER EVEN SLIGHTLY THE RATIONALE OF THOSE SACRIFICES WHICH CLEANSE THOSE FOR WHOM THEY ARE OFFERED. JEPHTHAH'S SACRIFICE OF HIS DAUGHTER SHOULD RECEIVE ATTENTION; IT WAS BY VOWING IT THAT HE CONQUERED THE CHILDREN OF AMMON, AND THE VICTIM APPROVED HIS VOW, FOR WHEN HER FATHER SAID, JUDGES 11:35 " I HAVE OPENED MY MOUTH UNTO THE LORD AGAINST YOU, " SHE ANSWERED, " IF YOU HAVE OPENED YOUR MOUTH UNTO THE LORD AGAINST ME, DO THAT WHICH YOU HAVE VOWED. " THE STORY SUGGESTS THAT THE BEING MUST BE A VERY CRUEL ONE TO WHOM SUCH SACRIFICES ARE OFFERED FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN; AND WE REQUIRE SOME BREADTH OF MIND AND SOME ABILITY TO SOLVE THE DIFFICULTIES RAISED AGAINST PROVIDENCE, TO BE ABLE TO ACCOUNT FOR SUCH THINGS AND TO SEE THAT THEY ARE MYSTERIES AND EXCEED OUR HUMAN NATURE. THEN WE SHALL SAY, WISDOM 17:1 " GREAT ARE THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD, AND HARD TO BE DESCRIBED; FOR THIS CAUSE, UNTUTORED SOULS HAVE GONE ASTRAY. " AMONG THE GENTILES, TOO, IT IS RECORDED THAT MANY A ONE, WHEN PESTILENTIAL DISEASE BROKE OUT IN HIS COUNTRY, OFFERED HIMSELF A VICTIM FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD. THAT THIS WAS THE CASE THE FAITHFUL CLEMENT ASSUMES, ON THE FAITH OF THE NARRATIVES, TO WHOM PAUL BEARS WITNESS WHEN HE SAYS, PHILIPPIANS 4:3 " WITH CLEMENT ALSO, AND THE OTHERS, MY FELLOW-LABOURERS, WHOSE NAMES ARE IN THE BOOK OF LIFE. " IF THERE IS ANYTHING IN THESE NARRATIVES THAT APPEARS INCONGRUOUS TO ONE WHO IS MINDED TO CARP AT MYSTERIES REVEALED TO FEW, THE SAME DIFFICULTY ATTACHES TO THE OFFICE THAT WAS LAID ON THE MARTYRS, FOR IT WAS GOD'S WILL THAT WE SHOULD RATHER ENDURE ALL THE DREADFUL REPROACHES CONNECTED WITH CONFESSING HIM AS GOD, THAN ESCAPE FOR A SHORT TIME FROM SUCH SUFFERINGS (WHICH MEN COUNT EVIL) BY ALLOWING OURSELVES BY OUR WORDS TO CONFORM TO THE WILL OF THE ENEMIES OF THE TRUTH. WE ARE, THEREFORE, LED TO BELIEVE THAT THE POWERS OF EVIL DO SUFFER DEFEAT BY THE DEATH OF THE HOLY MARTYRS; AS IF THEIR PATIENCE, THEIR CONFESSION, EVEN UNTO DEATH, AND THEIR ZEAL FOR PIETY BLUNTED THE EDGE OF THE ONSET OF EVIL POWERS AGAINST THE SUFFERER, AND THEIR MIGHT BEING THUS DULLED AND EXHAUSTED, MANY OTHERS OF THOSE WHOM THEY HAD CONQUERED RAISED THEIR HEADS AND WERE SET FREE FROM THE WEIGHT WITH WHICH THE EVIL POWERS FORMERLY OPPRESSED AND INJURED THEM. AND EVEN THE MARTYRS THEMSELVES ARE NO LONGER INVOLVED IN SUFFERING, EVEN THOUGH THOSE AGENTS WHICH FORMERLY WROUGHT ILL TO OTHERS ARE NOT EXHAUSTED; FOR HE WHO HAS OFFERED SUCH A SACRIFICE OVERCOMES THE POWER WHICH OPPOSED HIM, AS I MAY SHOW BY AN ILLUSTRATION WHICH IS SUITED TO THIS SUBJECT. HE WHO DESTROYS A POISONOUS ANIMAL, OR LULLS IT TO SLEEP WITH CHARMS, OR BY ANY MEANS DEPRIVES IT OF ITS VENOM, HE DOES GOOD TO MANY WHO WOULD OTHERWISE HAVE SUFFERED FROM THAT ANIMAL HAD IT NOT BEEN DESTROYED, OR CHARMED, OR EMPTIED OF ITS VENOM. MOREOVER, IF ONE OF THOSE WHO WERE FORMERLY BITTEN SHOULD COME TO KNOW OF THIS, AND SHOULD BE CURED OF HIS MALADY AND LOOK UPON THE DEATH OF THAT WHICH INJURED HIM, OR TREAD ON IT, OR TOUCH IT WHEN DEAD, OR TASTE A PART OF IT, THEN HE, WHO WAS FORMERLY A SUFFERER, WOULD OWE CURE AND BENEFIT TO THE DESTROYER OF THE POISONOUS ANIMAL. IN SOME SUCH WAY MUST WE SUPPOSE THE DEATH OF THE MOST HOLY MARTYRS TO OPERATE, MANY RECEIVING BENEFIT FROM IT BY AN INFLUENCE WE CANNOT DESCRIBE.
37. OF THE EFFECTS OF THE DEATH OF CHRIST, OF HIS TRIUMPH AFTER IT, AND OF THE REMOVAL BY HIS DEATH OF THE SINS OF MEN.
WE HAVE LINGERED OVER THIS SUBJECT OF THE MARTYRS AND OVER THE RECORD OF THOSE WHO DIED ON ACCOUNT OF PESTILENCE, BECAUSE THIS LETS US SEE THE EXCELLENCE OF HIM WHO WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO THE SLAUGHTER AND WAS DUMB AS A LAMB BEFORE THE SHEARER. FOR IF THERE IS ANY POINT IN THESE STORIES OF THE GREEKS, AND IF WHAT WE HAVE SAID OF THE MARTYRS IS WELL FOUNDED,—THE APOSTLES, TOO, WERE FOR THE SAME REASON THE FILTH OF THE WORLD AND THE OFFSCOURING OF ALL THINGS, 1 CORINTHIANS 4:13—WHAT AND HOW GREAT THINGS MUST BE SAID OF THE LAMB OF GOD, WHO WAS SACRIFICED FOR THIS VERY REASON, THAT HE MIGHT TAKE AWAY THE SIN NOT OF A FEW BUT OF THE WHOLE WORLD, FOR THE SAKE OF WHICH ALSO HE SUFFERED? IF ANY ONE SIN, WE READ, 1 JOHN 2:1-2 " WE HAVE AN ADVOCATE WITH THE FATHER, JESUS CHRIST THE RIGHTEOUS; AND HE IS THE PROPITIATION FOR OUR SINS, AND NOT FOR OURS ONLY, BUT FOR THOSE OF THE WHOLE WORLD, " SINCE HE IS THE SAVIOUR OF ALL MEN, 1 TIMOTHY 4:10 ESPECIALLY OF THEM THAT BELIEVE, WHO COLOSSIANS 2:14-15 BLOTTED OUT THE WRITTEN BOND THAT WAS AGAINST US BY HIS OWN BLOOD, AND TOOK IT OUT OF THE WAY, SO THAT NOT EVEN A TRACE, NOT EVEN OF OUR BLOTTED-OUT SINS, MIGHT STILL BE FOUND, AND NAILED IT TO HIS CROSS; WHO HAVING PUT OFF FROM HIMSELF THE PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS, MADE A SHOW OF THEM OPENLY, TRIUMPHING OVER THEM BY HIS CROSS. AND WE ARE TAUGHT TO REJOICE WHEN WE SUFFER AFFLICTIONS IN THE WORLD, KNOWING THE GROUND OF OUR REJOICING TO BE THIS, THAT THE WORLD HAS BEEN CONQUERED AND HAS MANIFESTLY BEEN SUBJECTED TO ITS CONQUEROR. HENCE ALL THE NATIONS, RELEASED FROM THEIR FORMER RULERS, SERVE HIM, BECAUSE HE SAVED THE POOR FROM HIS TYRANT BY HIS OWN PASSION, AND THE NEEDY WHO HAD NO HELPER. THIS SAVIOUR, THEN, HAVING HUMBLED THE CALUMNIATOR BY HUMBLING HIMSELF, ABIDES WITH THE VISIBLE SUN BEFORE HIS ILLUSTRIOUS CHURCH, TROPICALLY CALLED THE MOON, FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION. AND HAVING BY HIS PASSION DESTROYED HIS ENEMIES, HE WHO IS STRONG IN BATTLE AND A MIGHTY LORD REQUIRED AFTER HIS MIGHTY DEEDS A PURIFICATION WHICH COULD ONLY BE GIVEN HIM BY HIS FATHER ALONE; AND THIS IS WHY HE FORBIDS MARY TO TOUCH HIM, SAYING, JOHN 20:17 " TOUCH ME NOT, FOR I AM NOT YET ASCENDED TO MY FATHER; BUT GO AND TELL MY DISCIPLES, I GO TO MY FATHER AND YOUR FATHER, TO MY GOD AND YOUR GOD. " AND WHEN HE COMES, LOADED WITH VICTORY AND WITH TROPHIES, WITH HIS BODY WHICH HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD,—FOR WHAT OTHER MEANING CAN WE SEE IN THE WORDS, " I AM NOT YET ASCENDED TO MY FATHER, " AND " I GO UNTO MY FATHER, " —THEN THERE ARE CERTAIN POWERS WHICH SAY, WHO IS THIS THAT COMES FROM EDOM, RED GARMENTS FROM BOSOR; THIS THAT IS BEAUTIFUL? ISAIAH 63:1 THEN THOSE WHO ESCORT HIM SAY TO THOSE THAT ARE UPON THE HEAVENLY GATES, " LIFT UP YOUR GATES, YOU RULERS, AND BE YE LIFTED UP, YOU EVERLASTING DOORS, AND THE KING OF GLORY SHALL COME IN. " BUT THEY ASK AGAIN, SEEING AS IT WERE HIS RIGHT HAND RED WITH BLOOD AND HIS WHOLE PERSON COVERED WITH THE MARKS OF HIS VALOUR, " WHY ARE THY GARMENTS RED, AND THY CLOTHES LIKE THE TREADING OF THE FULL WINEFAT WHEN IT IS TRODDEN? " AND TO THIS HE ANSWERS, " I HAVE CRUSHED THEM. " FOR THIS CAUSE, HE HAD NEED TO WASH " HIS ROBE IN WINE, AND HIS GARMENT IN THE BLOOD OF THE GRAPE. " GENESIS 49:2 FOR WHEN HE HAD TAKEN UP OUR INFIRMITIES AND CARRIED OUR DISEASES, AND HAD BORNE THE SIN OF THE WHOLE WORLD, AND HAD CONFERRED BLESSINGS ON SO MANY, THEN, PERHAPS, HE RECEIVED THAT BAPTISM WHICH IS GREATER THAN ANY THAT COULD EVER BE CONCEIVED AMONG MEN, AND OF WHICH I THINK HE SPEAKS WHEN HE SAYS, LUKE 12:50 " I HAVE A BAPTISM TO BE BAPTIZED WITH, AND HOW AM I STRAITENED TILL IT BE ACCOMPLISHED? " I ENQUIRE HERE WITH BOLDNESS AND I CHALLENGE THE IDEAS PUT FORWARD BY MOST WRITERS. THEY SAY THAT THE GREATEST BAPTISM, BEYOND WHICH NO GREATER CAN BE CONCEIVED, IS HIS PASSION. BUT IF THIS BE SO, WHY SHOULD HE SAY TO MARY AFTER IT, " TOUCH ME NOT"? HE SHOULD RATHER HAVE OFFERED HIMSELF TO HER TOUCH, WHEN BY HIS PASSION HE HAD RECEIVED HIS PERFECT BAPTISM. BUT IF IT WAS THE CASE, AS WE SAID BEFORE, THAT AFTER ALL HIS DEEDS OF VALOUR DONE AGAINST HIS ENEMIES, HE HAD NEED TO WASH " HIS ROBE IN WINE, HIS GARMENT IN THE BLOOD OF THE GRAPE, " THEN HE WAS ON HIS WAY UP TO THE HUSBANDMAN OF THE TRUE VINE, THE FATHER, SO THAT HAVING WASHED THERE AND AFTER HAVING GONE UP ON HIGH, HE MIGHT LEAD CAPTIVITY CAPTIVE AND COME DOWN BEARING MANIFOLD GIFTS—THE TONGUES, AS OF FIRE, WHICH WERE DIVIDED TO THE APOSTLES, AND THE HOLY ANGELS WHICH ARE TO BE PRESENT WITH THEM IN EACH ACTION AND TO DELIVER THEM. FOR BEFORE THESE ECONOMIES THEY WERE NOT YET CLEANSED AND ANGELS COULD NOT DWELL WITH THEM, FOR THEY TOO PERHAPS DO NOT DESIRE TO BE WITH THOSE WHO HAVE NOT PREPARED THEMSELVES NOR BEEN CLEANSED BY JESUS. FOR IT WAS OF JESUS' BENIGNITY ALONE THAT HE ATE AND DRANK WITH PUBLICANS AND SINNERS, AND SUFFERED THE PENITENT WOMAN WHO WAS A SINNER TO WASH HIS FEET WITH HER TEARS, AND WENT DOWN EVEN TO DEATH FOR THE UNGODLY, COUNTING IT NOT ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL WITH GOD, AND EMPTIED HIMSELF, ASSUMING THE FORM OF A SERVANT. AND IN ACCOMPLISHING ALL THIS HE FULFILS RATHER THE WILL OF THE FATHER WHO GAVE HIM UP FOR SINNERS THAN HIS OWN. FOR THE FATHER IS GOOD, BUT THE SAVIOUR IS THE IMAGE OF HIS GOODNESS; AND DOING GOOD TO THE WORLD IN ALL THINGS, SINCE GOD WAS IN CHRIST RECONCILING THE WORLD TO HIMSELF, WHICH FORMERLY FOR ITS WICKEDNESS WAS ALL ENEMY TO HIM, HE ACCOMPLISHES HIS GOOD DEEDS IN ORDER AND SUCCESSION, AND DOES NOT ALL AT ONCE TAKE ALL HIS ENEMIES FOR HIS FOOTSTOOL. FOR THE FATHER SAYS TO HIM, TO THE LORD OF US ALL, " SIT THOU ON MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE THY ENEMIES THE FOOTSTOOL OF THY FEET. " AND THIS GOES ON TILL THE LAST ENEMY, DEATH, IS OVERCOME BY HIM. AND IF WE CONSIDER WHAT IS MEANT BY THIS SUBJECTION TO CHRIST AND FIND AN EXPLANATION OF THIS MAINLY FROM THE SAYING, 1 CORINTHIANS 15:26 " WHEN ALL THINGS SHALL HAVE BEEN PUT UNDER HIM, THEN SHALL THE SON HIMSELF BE SUBJECTED TO HIM WHO PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIM, " THEN WE SHALL SEE HOW THE CONCEPTION AGREES WITH THE GOODNESS OF THE GOD OF ALL, SINCE IT IS THAT OF THE LAMB OF GOD, TAKING AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD. NOT ALL MEN'S SIN, HOWEVER, IS TAKEN AWAY BY THE LAMB OF GOD, NOT THE SIN OF THOSE WHO DO NOT GRIEVE AND SUFFER AFFLICTION TILL IT BE TAKEN AWAY. FOR THORNS ARE NOT ONLY FIXED BUT DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE HAND OF EVERY ONE WHO IS INTOXICATED BY WICKEDNESS AND HAS PARTED WITH SOBRIETY, AS IT IS SAID IN THE PROVERBS, " THORNS GROW IN THE HAND OF THE DRUNKARD, " AND WHAT PAIN THEY MUST CAUSE HIM WHO HAS ADMITTED SUCH GROWTH IN THE SUBSTANCE OF HIS SOUL, IT IS HARD EVEN TO TELL. WHO HAS ALLOWED WICKEDNESS TO ESTABLISH ITSELF SO DEEPLY IN HIS SOUL AS TO BE A GROUND FULL OF THORNS, HE MUST BE CUT DOWN BY THE QUICK AND POWERFUL WORD OF GOD, WHICH IS SHARPER THAN A TWO-EDGED SWORD, AND WHICH IS MORE CAUSTIC THAN ANY FIRE. TO SUCH A SOUL THAT FIRE MUST BE SENT WHICH FINDS OUT THORNS, AND BY ITS DIVINE VIRTUE STANDS WHERE THEY ARE AND DOES NOT ALSO BURN UP THE THRESHING-FLOORS OR STANDING CORN. BUT OF THE LAMB WHICH TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD AND BEGINS TO DO SO BY HIS OWN DEATH THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS, SOME OF WHICH ARE CAPABLE OF BEING CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD BY MOST, BUT OTHERS ARE CONCEALED FROM MOST, AND ARE KNOWN TO THOSE ONLY WHO ARE WORTHY OF DIVINE WISDOM. WHY SHOULD WE COUNT UP ALL THE WAYS BY WHICH WE COME TO BELIEVE AMONG MEN? THAT IS A THING WHICH EVERY ONE LIVING IN THE BODY IS ABLE TO SEE FOR HIMSELF. AND IN THE WAYS IN WHICH WE BELIEVE IN THESE ALSO, SIN IS TAKEN AWAY; BY AFFLICTIONS AND EVIL SPIRITS AND DANGEROUS DISEASES AND GRIEVOUS SICKNESSES. AND WHO KNOWS WHAT FOLLOWS AFTER THIS? SO MUCH AS WE HAVE SAID WAS NOT UNNECESSARY—WE COULD NOT NEGLECT THE THOUGHT WHICH IS SO CLEARLY CONNECTED WITH THAT OF THE WORDS, " BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD THAT TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD, " AND HAD THEREFORE TO ATTEND SOMEWHAT CLOSELY TO THIS PART OF OUR SUBJECT. THIS HAS BROUGHT US TO SEE THAT GOD CONVICTS SOME BY HIS WRATH AND CHASTENS THEM BY HIS ANGER, SINCE HIS LOVE TO MEN IS SO GREAT THAT HE WILL NOT LEAVE ANY WITHOUT CONVICTION AND CHASTENING; SO THAT WE SHOULD DO WHAT IN US LIES TO BE SPARED SUCH CONVICTION AND SUCH CHASTENING BY THE SOREST TRIALS.
38. THE WORLD, OF WHICH THE SIN IS TAKEN AWAY, IS SAID TO BE THE CHURCH. REASONS FOR NOT AGREEING WITH THIS OPINION.
THE READER WILL DO WELL TO CONSIDER WHAT WAS SAID ABOVE AND ILLUSTRATED FROM VARIOUS QUARTERS ON THE QUESTION WHAT IS MEANT IN SCRIPTURE BY THE WORD "WORLD"; AND I THINK IT PROPER TO REPEAT THIS. I AM AWARE THAT A CERTAIN SCHOLAR UNDERSTANDS BY THE WORLD THE CHURCH ALONE, SINCE THE CHURCH IS THE ADORNMENT OF THE WORLD, AND IS SAID TO BE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. " YOU, " HE SAYS, MATTHEW 5:14 " ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. " NOW, THE ADORNMENT OF THE WORLD IS THE CHURCH, CHRIST BEING HER ADORNMENT, WHO IS THE FIRST LIGHT OF THE WORLD. WE MUST CONSIDER IF CHRIST IS SAID TO BE THE LIGHT OF THE SAME WORLD AS HIS DISCIPLES. WHEN CHRIST IS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, PERHAPS IT IS MEANT THAT HE IS THE LIGHT OF THE CHURCH, BUT WHEN HIS DISCIPLES ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, PERHAPS THEY ARE THE LIGHT OF OTHERS WHO CALL ON THE LORD, OTHERS IN ADDITION TO THE CHURCH, AS PAUL SAYS ON THIS POINT IN THE BEGINNING OF HIS FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, WHERE HE WRITES, " TO THE CHURCH OF GOD, WITH ALL WHO CALL ON THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. " SHOULD ANY ONE CONSIDER THAT THE CHURCH IS CALLED THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, MEANING THEREBY OF THE REST OF THE RACE OF MEN, INCLUDING UNBELIEVERS, THIS MAY BE TRUE IF THE ASSERTION IS TAKEN PROPHETICALLY AND THEOLOGICALLY; BUT IF IT IS TO BE TAKEN OF THE PRESENT, WE REMIND HIM THAT THE LIGHT OF A THING ILLUMINATES THAT THING, AND WOULD ASK HIM TO SHOW HOW THE REMAINDER OF THE RACE IS ILLUMINATED BY THE CHURCH'S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD. IF THOSE WHO HOLD THE VIEW IN QUESTION CANNOT SHOW THIS, THEN LET THEM CONSIDER IF OUR INTERPRETATION IS NOT A SOUND ONE, THAT THE LIGHT IS THE CHURCH, AND THE WORLD THOSE OTHERS WHO CALL ON THE NAME. THE WORDS WHICH FOLLOW THE ABOVE IN MATTHEW WILL POINT OUT TO THE CAREFUL ENQUIRER THE PROPER INTERPRETATION. " YOU, " IT IS SAID, " ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH, " THE REST OF MANKIND BEING CONCEIVED AS THE EARTH, AND BELIEVERS ARE THEIR SALT; IT IS BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE THAT THE EARTH IS PRESERVED. FOR THE END WILL COME IF THE SALT LOSES ITS SAVOUR, AND CEASES TO SALT AND PRESERVE THE EARTH, SINCE IT IS CLEAR THAT IF INIQUITY IS MULTIPLIED AND LOVE WAXES COLD UPON THE EARTH, MATTHEW 24:12 AS THE SAVIOUR HIMSELF UTTERED AN EXPRESSION OF DOUBT AS TO THOSE WHO WOULD WITNESS HIS COMING, SAYING, LUKE 18:8 " WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMES, SHALL HE FIND FAITH UPON THE EARTH? " THEN THE END OF THE AGE WILL COME. SUPPOSING, THEN, THE CHURCH TO BE CALLED THE WORLD, SINCE THE SAVIOUR'S LIGHT SHINES ON IT—WE HAVE TO ASK IN CONNECTION WITH THE TEXT, " BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, WHICH TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD, " WHETHER THE WORLD HERE IS TO BE TAKEN INTELLECTUALLY OF THE CHURCH, AND THE TAKING AWAY OF SIN IS LIMITED TO THE CHURCH. IN THAT CASE WHAT ARE WE TO MAKE OF THE SAYING OF THE SAME DISCIPLE WITH REGARD TO THE SAVIOUR, AS THE PROPITIATION FOR SIN? " IF ANY MAN SIN, " WE READ, " WE HAVE AN ADVOCATE WITH THE FATHER, JESUS CHRIST THE RIGHTEOUS; AND HE IS THE PROPITIATION FOR OUR SINS, AND NOT FOR OUR SINS ONLY, BUT FOR THE SINS OF THE WHOLE WORLD? " PAUL'S DICTUM APPEARS TO ME TO BE TO THE SAME EFFECT, WHEN HE SAYS, 1 TIMOTHY 4:10 " WHO IS THE SAVIOUR OF ALL MEN, ESPECIALLY OF THE FAITHFUL. " AGAIN, HERACLEON, DEALING WITH OUR PASSAGE, DECLARES, WITHOUT ANY PROOF OR ANY CITATION OF WITNESSES TO THAT EFFECT, THAT THE WORDS, " LAMB OF GOD, " ARE SPOKEN BY JOHN AS A PROPHET, BUT THE WORDS, " WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD, " BY JOHN AS MORE THAN A PROPHET. THE FORMER EXPRESSION HE CONSIDERS TO BE USED OF HIS BODY, BUT THE LATTER OF HIM WHO WAS IN THAT BODY, BECAUSE THE LAMB IS AN IMPERFECT MEMBER OF THE GENUS SHEEP; THE SAME BEING TRUE OF THE BODY AS COMPARED WITH THE DWELLER IN IT. HAD HE MEANT TO ATTRIBUTE PERFECTION TO THE BODY HE WOULD HAVE SPOKEN OF A RAM AS ABOUT TO BE SACRIFICED. AFTER THE CAREFUL DISCUSSIONS GIVEN ABOVE, I DO NOT THINK IT NECESSARY TO ENTER INTO REPETITIONS ON THIS PASSAGE, OR TO CONTROVERT HERACLEON'S CARELESS UTTERANCES. ONE POINT ONLY MAY BE NOTED, THAT AS THE WORLD WAS SCARCELY ABLE TO CONTAIN HIM WHO HAD EMPTIED HIMSELF, IT REQUIRED A LAMB AND NOT A RAM, THAT ITS SIN MIGHT BE TAKEN AWAY.
COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (BOOK X)
1. JESUS COMES TO CAPERNAUM. STATEMENTS OF THE FOUR EVANGELISTS REGARDING THIS.
" AFTER THIS JOHN 2:12-25 HE WENT DOWN TO CAPERNAUM, HE AND HIS MOTHER AND HIS BROTHERS AND HIS DISCIPLES; AND THERE THEY ABODE NOT MANY DAYS. AND THE PASSOVER OF THE JEWS WAS AT HAND, AND JESUS WENT UP TO JERUSALEM, AND HE FOUND IN THE TEMPLE THOSE THAT SOLD OXEN AND SHEEP AND DOVES, AND THE CHANGERS OF MONEY SITTING, AND HE MADE A SORT OF SCOURGE OF CORDS, AND CAST THEM ALL OUT OF THE TEMPLE, AND THE SHEEP AND THE OXEN, AND HE POURED OUT THE SMALL MONEY OF THE CHANGERS AND OVERTHREW THEIR TABLES, AND TO THOSE THAT SOLD THE DOVES HE SAID, TAKE THESE THINGS HENCE; MAKE NOT MY FATHER'S HOUSE A HOUSE OF MERCHANDIZE. THEN HIS DISCIPLES REMEMBERED THAT IT WAS WRITTEN, THAT THE ZEAL OF YOUR HOUSE SHALL EAT ME UP. THE JEWS THEREFORE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM, WHAT SIGN SHOWEST THOU UNTO US, THAT THOU DOEST SUCH THINGS? JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM, DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE IT UP. THE JEWS THEREFORE ANSWERED, FORTY-SIX YEARS WAS THIS TEMPLE IN BUILDING, AND WILL YOU RAISE IT UP IN THREE DAYS? BUT HE SPOKE OF THE TEMPLE OF HIS BODY. WHEN THEREFORE HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD, HIS DISCIPLES REMEMBERED THAT HE SAID THIS, AND THEY BELIEVED THE SCRIPTURE AND THE WORD WHICH JESUS SAID. NOW WHEN HE WAS AT JERUSALEM AT THE PASSOVER AT THE FEAST, MANY BELIEVED IN HIS NAME, BEHOLDING HIS SIGNS WHICH HE DID. BUT JESUS HIMSELF DID NOT TRUST HIMSELF TO THEM, FOR THAT HE KNEW ALL MEN, AND BECAUSE HE HAD NO NEED THAT ANY SHOULD BEAR WITNESS CONCERNING MAN. FOR HE HIMSELF KNEW WHAT WAS IN MAN. " THE NUMBERS WHICH ARE RECORDED IN THE BOOK OF THAT NAME OBTAINED A PLACE IN SCRIPTURE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SOME PRINCIPLE WHICH DETERMINES THEIR PROPORTION TO EACH THING. WE OUGHT THEREFORE TO ENQUIRE WHETHER THE BOOK OF MOSES WHICH IS CALLED NUMBERS TEACHES US, SHOULD WE BE ABLE TO TRACE IT OUT, IN SOME SPECIAL WAY, THE PRINCIPLE WITH REGARD TO THIS MATTER. THIS REMARK I MAKE TO YOU AT THE OUTSET OF MY TENTH BOOK, FOR IN MANY PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE I HAVE OBSERVED THE NUMBER TEN TO HAVE A PECULIAR PRIVILEGE, AND YOU MAY CONSIDER CAREFULLY WHETHER THE HOPE IS JUSTIFIED THAT THIS VOLUME WILL BRING YOU FROM GOD SOME SPECIAL BENEFIT. THAT THIS MAY PROVE TO BE THE CASE, WE WILL SEEK TO YIELD OURSELVES AS FULLY AS WE CAN TO GOD, WHO LOVES TO BESTOW HIS CHOICEST GIFTS. THE BOOK BEGINS AT THE WORDS: " AFTER THIS HE WENT DOWN TO CAPERNAUM, HE AND HIS MOTHER AND HIS BROTHERS AND HIS DISCIPLES, AND THERE THEY ABODE NOT MANY DAYS. " THE OTHER THREE EVANGELISTS SAY THAT THE LORD, AFTER HIS CONFLICT WITH THE DEVIL, DEPARTED INTO GALILEE. MATTHEW AND LUKE REPRESENT THAT HE WAS FIRST AT NAZARA, AND THEN LEFT THEM AND CAME AND DWELT IN CAPERNAUM. MATTHEW AND MARK ALSO STATE A CERTAIN REASON WHY HE DEPARTED THITHER, NAMELY, THAT HE HAD HEARD THAT JOHN WAS CAST INTO PRISON. THE WORDS ARE AS FOLLOWS: MATTHEW SAYS, " THEN THE DEVIL LEAVES HIM, AND BEHOLD, ANGELS CAME AND MINISTERED UNTO HIM. BUT WHEN HE HEARD THAT JOHN WAS DELIVERED UP, HE DEPARTED INTO GALILEE, AND LEAVING NAZARETH HE CAME AND DWELT AT CAPERNAUM ON THE SEASHORE IN THE BORDERS OF ZEBULUN AND NAPHTALI, THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED WHICH WAS SPOKEN BY ISAIAH THE PROPHET, SAYING, THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI; " AND AFTER THE QUOTATION FROM ISAIAH: " FROM THAT TIME JESUS BEGAN TO PREACH AND TO SAY, REPENT YE; FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND. " MARK HAS THE FOLLOWING: " AND HE WAS IN THE DESERT FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS TEMPTED BY SATAN, AND HE WAS WITH THE WILD BEASTS; AND THE ANGELS MINISTERED UNTO HIM. BUT AFTER JOHN WAS DELIVERED UP JESUS CAME INTO GALILEE, PREACHING THE GOSPEL OF GOD, THAT THE TIME IS FULFILLED AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS AT HAND; REPENT YE, AND BELIEVE IN THE GOSPEL. " THEN AFTER THE NARRATIVE ABOUT ANDREW AND PETER AND JAMES AND JOHN, MARK WRITES: " AND HE ENTERED INTO CAPERNAUM, AND STRAIGHTWAY ON THE SABBATH HE WAS TEACHING IN THE SYNAGOGUE. " LUKE HAS, " AND HAVING FINISHED THE TEMPTATION THE DEVIL DEPARTED FROM HIM FOR A SEASON. AND JESUS RETURNED IN THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT INTO GALILEE, AND A FAME WENT OUT CONCERNING HIM INTO ALL THE REGION ROUND ABOUT, AND HE TAUGHT IN THEIR SYNAGOGUES BEING GLORIFIED OF ALL. AND HE CAME TO NAZARA, WHERE HE HAD BEEN BROUGHT UP, AND HE ENTERED AS HIS CUSTOM WAS INTO THE SYNAGOGUE ON THE SABBATH DAY. " THEN LUKE GIVES WHAT HE SAID AT NAZARA, AND HOW THOSE IN THE SYNAGOGUE WERE ENRAGED AT HIM AND CAST HIM OUT OF THE CITY AND BROUGHT HIM TO THE BROW OF THE HILL ON WHICH THEIR CITIES WERE BUILT, TO CAST HIM DOWN HEADLONG, AND HOW GOING THROUGH THE MIDST OF THEM THE LORD WENT HIS WAY; AND WITH THIS HE CONNECTS THE STATEMENT, " AND HE CAME DOWN TO CAPERNAUM, A CITY OF GALILEE, AND HE WAS TEACHING THEM ON THE SABBATH DAY. " 
2. THE DISCREPANCY BETWEEN JOHN AND THE FIRST THREE GOSPELS AT THIS PART OF THE NARRATIVE, LITERALLY READ, THE NARRATIVES CANNOT BE HARMONIZED: THEY MUST BE INTERPRETED SPIRITUALLY.
THE TRUTH OF THESE MATTERS MUST LIE IN THAT WHICH IS SEEN BY THE MIND. IF THE DISCREPANCY BETWEEN THE GOSPELS IS NOT SOLVED, WE MUST GIVE UP OUR TRUST IN THE GOSPELS, AS BEING TRUE AND WRITTEN BY A DIVINE SPIRIT, OR AS RECORDS WORTHY OF CREDENCE, FOR BOTH THESE CHARACTERS ARE HELD TO BELONG TO THESE WORKS. THOSE WHO ACCEPT THE FOUR GOSPELS, AND WHO DO NOT CONSIDER THAT THEIR APPARENT DISCREPANCY IS TO BE SOLVED ANAGOGICALLY (BY MYSTICAL INTERPRETATION), WILL HAVE TO CLEAR UP THE DIFFICULTY, RAISED ABOVE, ABOUT THE FORTY DAYS OF THE TEMPTATION, A PERIOD FOR WHICH NO ROOM CAN BE FOUND IN ANY WAY IN JOHN'S NARRATIVE; AND THEY WILL ALSO HAVE TO TELL US WHEN IT WAS THAT THE LORD CAME TO CAPERNAUM. IF IT WAS AFTER THE SIX DAYS OF THE PERIOD OF HIS BAPTISM, THE SIXTH BEING THAT OF THE MARRIAGE AT CANA OF GALILEE, THEN IT IS CLEAR THAT THE TEMPTATION NEVER TOOK PLACE, AND THAT HE NEVER WAS AT NAZARA, AND THAT JOHN WAS NOT YET DELIVERED UP. NOW, AFTER CAPERNAUM, WHERE HE ABODE NOT MANY DAYS, THE PASSOVER OF THE JEWS WAS AT HAND, AND HE WENT UP TO JERUSALEM, WHERE HE CAST THE SHEEP AND OXEN OUT OF THE TEMPLE, AND POURED OUT THE SMALL CHANGE OF THE BANKERS. IN JERUSALEM, TOO, IT APPEARS THAT NICODEMUS, THE RULER AND PHARISEE, FIRST CAME TO HIM BY NIGHT, AND HEARD WHAT WE MAY READ IN THE GOSPEL. " AFTER THESE THINGS, JOHN 3:23-26 JESUS CAME, AND HIS DISCIPLES, INTO THE LAND OF JUDÆA, AND THERE HE TARRIED WITH THEM AND BAPTIZED, AT THE SAME TIME AT WHICH JOHN ALSO WAS BAPTIZING IN ÆNON NEAR SALIM, BECAUSE THERE WERE MANY WATERS THERE, AND THEY CAME AND WERE BAPTIZED; FOR JOHN WAS NOT YET CAST INTO PRISON. " ON THIS OCCASION, TOO, THERE WAS A QUESTIONING ON THE PART OF JOHN'S DISCIPLES WITH THE JEWS ABOUT PURIFICATION, AND THEY CAME TO JOHN, SAYING OF THE SAVIOUR, " BEHOLD, HE BAPTIZES, AND ALL COME TO HIM. " THEY HAD HEARD WORDS FROM THE BAPTIST, THE EXACT TENOR OF WHICH IT IS BETTER TO TAKE FROM SCRIPTURE ITSELF. NOW, IF WE ASK WHEN CHRIST WAS FIRST IN CAPERNAUM, OUR RESPONDENTS, IF THEY FOLLOW THE WORDS OF MATTHEW, AND OF THE OTHER TWO, WILL SAY, AFTER THE TEMPTATION, WHEN, " LEAVING NAZARETH, HE CAME AND DWELT IN CAPERNAUM BY THE SEA. " BUT HOW CAN THEY SHOW BOTH THE STATEMENTS TO BE TRUE, THAT OF MATTHEW AND MARK, THAT IT WAS BECAUSE HE HEARD THAT JOHN WAS DELIVERED UP THAT HE DEPARTED INTO GALILEE, AND THAT OF JOHN, FOUND THERE, AFTER A NUMBER OF OTHER TRANSACTIONS, SUBSEQUENT TO HIS STAY AT CAPERNAUM, AFTER HIS GOING TO JERUSALEM, AND HIS JOURNEY FROM THERE TO JUDÆA, THAT JOHN WAS NOT YET CAST INTO PRISON, BUT WAS BAPTIZING IN ÆNON NEAR SALIM? THERE ARE MANY OTHER POINTS ON WHICH THE CAREFUL STUDENT OF THE GOSPELS WILL FIND THAT THEIR NARRATIVES DO NOT AGREE; AND THESE WE SHALL PLACE BEFORE THE READER, ACCORDING TO OUR POWER, AS THEY OCCUR. THE STUDENT, STAGGERED AT THE CONSIDERATION OF THESE THINGS, WILL EITHER RENOUNCE THE ATTEMPT TO FIND ALL THE GOSPELS TRUE, AND NOT VENTURING TO CONCLUDE THAT ALL OUR INFORMATION ABOUT OUR LORD IS UNTRUSTWORTHY, WILL CHOOSE AT RANDOM ONE OF THEM TO BE HIS GUIDE; OR HE WILL ACCEPT THE FOUR, AND WILL CONSIDER THAT THEIR TRUTH IS NOT TO BE SOUGHT FOR IN THE OUTWARD AND MATERIAL LETTER.
3. WHAT WE ARE TO THINK OF THE DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THE DIFFERENT GOSPELS.
WE MUST, HOWEVER, TRY TO OBTAIN SOME NOTION OF THE INTENTION OF THE EVANGELISTS IN SUCH MATTERS, AND WE DIRECT OURSELVES TO THIS. SUPPOSE THERE ARE SEVERAL MEN WHO, BY THE SPIRIT, SEE GOD, AND KNOW HIS WORDS ADDRESSED TO HIS SAINTS, AND HIS PRESENCE WHICH HE VOUCHSAFES TO THEM, APPEARING TO THEM AT CHOSEN TIMES FOR THEIR ADVANCEMENT. THERE ARE SEVERAL SUCH MEN, AND THEY ARE IN DIFFERENT PLACES, AND THE BENEFITS THEY RECEIVE FROM ABOVE VARY IN SHAPE AND CHARACTER. AND LET THESE MEN REPORT, EACH OF THEM SEPARATELY, WHAT HE SEES IN SPIRIT ABOUT GOD AND HIS WORDS, AND HIS APPEARANCES TO HIS SAINTS, SO THAT ONE OF THEM SPEAKS OF GOD'S APPEARANCES AND WORDS AND ACTS TO ONE RIGHTEOUS MAN IN SUCH A PLACE, AND ANOTHER ABOUT OTHER [TRUE] ORACLES AND GREAT [SEXLESS] WORKS OF THE LORD, AND A THIRD OF SOMETHING ELSE THAN WHAT THE FORMER TWO HAVE DEALT WITH. AND LET THERE BE A FOURTH, DOING WITH REGARD TO SOME PARTICULAR MATTER SOMETHING OF THE SAME KIND AS THESE THREE. AND LET THE FOUR AGREE WITH EACH OTHER ABOUT SOMETHING THE SPIRIT HAS SUGGESTED TO THEM ALL, AND LET THEM ALSO MAKE BRIEF REPORTS OF OTHER MATTERS BESIDES THAT ONE; THEN THEIR NARRATIVES WILL FALL OUT SOMETHING ON THIS WISE: GOD APPEARED TO SUCH A ONE AT SUCH A TIME AND IN SUCH A PLACE, AND DID TO HIM THUS AND THUS; AS IF HE HAD APPEARED TO HIM IN SUCH A FORM, AND HAD LED HIM BY THE HAND TO SUCH A PLACE, AND THEN DONE TO HIM THUS AND THUS. THE SECOND WILL REPORT THAT GOD APPEARED AT THE VERY TIME OF THE FORESAID OCCURRENCES, IN A CERTAIN TOWN, TO A PERSON WHO IS NAMED, A SECOND PERSON, AND IN A PLACE FAR REMOVED FROM THAT OF THE FORMER ACCOUNT, AND HE WILL REPORT A DIFFERENT SET OF WORDS SPOKEN AT THE SAME TIME TO THIS SECOND PERSON. AND LET THE SAME BE SUPPOSED TO BE THE CASE WITH THE THIRD AND WITH THE FOURTH. AND LET THEM, AS WE SAID, AGREE, THESE WITNESSES WHO REPORT TRUE THINGS ABOUT GOD, AND ABOUT HIS BENEFITS CONFERRED ON CERTAIN MEN, LET THEM AGREE WITH EACH OTHER IN SOME OF THE NARRATIVES THEY REPORT. HE, THEN, WHO TAKES THE WRITINGS OF THESE MEN FOR HISTORY, OR FOR A REPRESENTATION OF REAL THINGS BY A HISTORICAL IMAGE, AND WHO SUPPOSES GOD TO BE WITHIN CERTAIN LIMITS IN SPACE, AND TO BE UNABLE TO PRESENT TO SEVERAL PERSONS IN DIFFERENT PLACES SEVERAL VISIONS OF HIMSELF AT THE SAME TIME, OR TO BE MAKING SEVERAL SPEECHES AT THE SAME MOMENT, HE WILL DEEM IT IMPOSSIBLE THAT OUR FOUR WRITERS ARE ALL SPEAKING TRUTH. TO HIM IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT GOD, WHO IS IN CERTAIN LIMITS IN SPACE, COULD AT THE SAME SET TIME BE SAYING ONE THING TO ONE MAN AND ANOTHER TO ANOTHER, AND THAT HE SHOULD BE DOING A THING AND THE OPPOSITE THING AS WELL, AND, TO PUT IT BLUNTLY, THAT HE SHOULD BE BOTH SITTING AND STANDING, SHOULD ONE OF THE WRITERS REPRESENT HIM AS STANDING AT THE TIME, AND MAKING A CERTAIN SPEECH IN SUCH A PLACE TO SUCH A MAN, WHILE A SECOND WRITER SPEAKS OF HIM AS SITTING.
4. SCRIPTURE CONTAINS MANY CONTRADICTIONS, AND MANY STATEMENTS WHICH ARE NOT LITERALLY TRUE, BUT MUST BE READ SPIRITUALLY AND MYSTICALLY.
IN THE CASE I HAVE SUPPOSED WHERE THE HISTORIANS DESIRE TO TEACH US BY AN IMAGE WHAT THEY HAVE SEEN IN THEIR MIND, THEIR MEANING WOULD BE FOUND, IF THE FOUR WERE WISE, TO EXHIBIT NO DISAGREEMENT; AND WE MUST UNDERSTAND THAT WITH THE FOUR EVANGELISTS IT IS NOT OTHERWISE. THEY MADE FULL USE FOR THEIR PURPOSE OF THINGS DONE BY JESUS IN THE EXERCISE OF HIS WONDERFUL AND EXTRAORDINARY POWER; THEY USE IN THE SAME WAY HIS SAYINGS, AND IN SOME PLACES, THEY TACK ON TO THEIR WRITING, WITH LANGUAGE APPARENTLY IMPLYING THINGS OF SENSE, THINGS MADE MANIFEST TO THEM IN A PURELY INTELLECTUAL WAY. I DO NOT CONDEMN THEM IF THEY EVEN SOMETIMES DEALT FREELY WITH THINGS WHICH TO THE EYE OF HISTORY HAPPENED DIFFERENTLY, AND CHANGED THEM SO AS TO SUBSERVE THE MYSTICAL AIMS THEY HAD IN VIEW; SO AS TO SPEAK OF A THING WHICH HAPPENED IN A CERTAIN PLACE, AS IF IT HAD HAPPENED IN ANOTHER, OR OF WHAT TOOK PLACE AT A CERTAIN TIME, AS IF IT HAD TAKEN PLACE AT ANOTHER TIME, AND TO INTRODUCE INTO WHAT WAS SPOKEN IN A CERTAIN WAY SOME CHANGES OF THEIR OWN. THEY PROPOSED TO SPEAK THE TRUTH WHERE IT WAS POSSIBLE BOTH MATERIALLY AND SPIRITUALLY, AND WHERE THIS WAS NOT POSSIBLE IT WAS THEIR INTENTION TO PREFER THE SPIRITUAL TO THE MATERIAL. THE SPIRITUAL TRUTH WAS OFTEN PRESERVED, AS ONE MIGHT SAY, IN THE MATERIAL FALSEHOOD. AS, FOR EXAMPLE, WE MIGHT JUDGE OF THE STORY OF JACOB AND ESAU. GENESIS XXVII JACOB SAYS TO ISAAC, " I AM ESAU YOUR FIRSTBORN SON, " AND SPIRITUALLY HE SPOKE THE TRUTH, FOR HE ALREADY PARTOOK OF THE RIGHTS OF THE FIRST-BORN, WHICH WERE PERISHING IN HIS BROTHER, AND CLOTHING HIMSELF WITH THE GOATSKINS HE ASSUMED THE OUTWARD SEMBLANCE OF ESAU, AND WAS ESAU ALL BUT THE VOICE PRAISING GOD, SO THAT ESAU MIGHT AFTERWARD FIND A PLACE TO RECEIVE A BLESSING. FOR IF JACOB HAD NOT BEEN BLESSED AS ESAU, NEITHER WOULD ESAU PERHAPS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO RECEIVE A BLESSING OF HIS OWN. AND JESUS TOO IS MANY THINGS, ACCORDING TO THE CONCEPTIONS OF HIM, OF WHICH IT IS QUITE LIKELY THAT THE EVANGELISTS TOOK UP DIFFERENT NOTIONS; WHILE YET THEY WERE IN AGREEMENT WITH EACH OTHER IN THE DIFFERENT THINGS THEY WROTE. STATEMENTS WHICH ARE VERBALLY CONTRARY TO EACH OTHER, ARE MADE ABOUT OUR LORD, NAMELY, THAT HE WAS DESCENDED FROM DAVID AND THAT HE WAS NOT DESCENDED FROM DAVID. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE, " HE WAS DESCENDED FROM DAVID, " AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, ROMANS 1:3 " BORN OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, " IF WE APPLY THIS TO THE BODILY PART OF HIM; BUT THE SELF-SAME STATEMENT IS UNTRUE IF WE UNDERSTAND HIS BEING BORN OF THE SEED OF DAVID OF HIS DIVINER POWER; FOR HE WAS DECLARED TO BE THE SON OF GOD WITH POWER. AND FOR THIS REASON, TOO, PERHAPS, THE SACRED PROPHECIES SPEAK OF HIM NOW AS A SERVANT, AND NOW AS A SON. THEY CALL HIM A SERVANT ON ACCOUNT OF THE FORM OF A SERVANT WHICH HE WORE, AND BECAUSE HE WAS OF THE SEED OF DAVID, BUT THEY CALL HIM THE SON OF GOD ACCORDING TO HIS CHARACTER AS FIRST-BORN. THUS, IT IS TRUE TO CALL HIM MAN AND TO CALL HIM NOT MAN; MAN, BECAUSE HE WAS CAPABLE OF DEATH; NOT MAN, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS BEING DIVINER THAN MAN. MARCION, I SUPPOSE, TOOK SOUND WORDS IN A WRONG SENSE, WHEN HE REJECTED HIS BIRTH FROM MARY, AND DECLARED THAT AS TO HIS DIVINE NATURE HE WAS NOT BORN OF MARY, AND HENCE MADE BOLD TO DELETE FROM THE GOSPEL THE PASSAGES WHICH HAVE THIS EFFECT. AND A LIKE FATE SEEMS TO HAVE OVERTAKEN THOSE WHO MAKE AWAY WITH HIS HUMANITY AND RECEIVE HIS DEITY ALONE; AND ALSO, THOSE OPPOSITES OF THESE WHO CANCEL HIS DEITY AND CONFESS HIM AS A MAN TO BE A HOLY MAN, AND THE MOST RIGHTEOUS OF ALL MEN. AND THOSE WHO HOLD THE DOCTRINE OF DOKESIS, NOT REMEMBERING THAT HE HUMBLED HIMSELF EVEN UNTO DEATH PHILIPPIANS 2:8 AND BECAME OBEDIENT EVEN TO THE CROSS, BUT ONLY IMAGINING IN HIM THE ABSENCE OF SUFFERING, THE SUPERIORITY TO ALL SUCH ACCIDENTS, THEY DO WHAT THEY CAN TO DEPRIVE US OF THE MAN WHO IS MORE JUST THAN ALL MEN, AND ARE LEFT WITH A FIGURE WHICH CANNOT SAVE THEM, FOR AS BY ONE MAN CAME DEATH, SO ALSO BY ONE MAN IS THE JUSTIFICATION OF LIFE. WE COULD NOT HAVE RECEIVED SUCH BENEFIT AS WE HAVE FROM THE LOGOS HAD HE NOT ASSUMED THE MAN, HAD HE REMAINED SUCH AS HE WAS FROM THE BEGINNING WITH GOD THE FATHER, AND HAD HE NOT TAKEN UP MAN, THE FIRST MAN OF ALL, THE MAN MORE PRECIOUS THAN ALL OTHERS, PURER THAN ALL OTHERS AND CAPABLE OF RECEIVING HIM. BUT AFTER THAT MAN WE ALSO SHALL BE ABLE TO RECEIVE HIM, TO RECEIVE HIM SO GREAT AND OF SUCH NATURE AS HE WAS, IF WE PREPARE A PLACE IN PROPORTION TO HIM IN OUR SOUL. SO MUCH I HAVE SAID OF THE APPARENT DISCREPANCIES IN THE GOSPELS, AND OF MY DESIRE TO HAVE THEM TREATED IN THE WAY OF SPIRITUAL INTERPRETATION.
5. PAUL ALSO MAKES CONTRADICTORY STATEMENTS ABOUT HIMSELF, AND ACTS IN OPPOSITE WAYS AT DIFFERENT TIMES.
ON THE SAME PASSAGE ONE MAY ALSO MAKE USE OF SUCH AN EXAMPLE AS THAT OF PAUL, WHO AT ONE PLACE ROMANS 7:14 SAYS THAT HE IS CARNAL, SOLD UNDER SIN, AND THUS WAS NOT ABLE TO JUDGE ANYTHING, WHILE IN ANOTHER PLACE HE IS THE SPIRITUAL MAN WHO IS ABLE TO JUDGE ALL THINGS AND HIMSELF TO BE JUDGED BY NO MAN. OF THE CARNAL ONE, ARE THE WORDS, " NOT WHAT I WOULD THAT DO I PRACTISE, BUT WHAT I HATE THAT DO I. " AND HE TOO WHO WAS CAUGHT UP TO THE THIRD HEAVEN AND HEARD UNSPEAKABLE WORDS IS A DIFFERENT PAUL FROM HIM WHO SAYS, OF SUCH AN ONE I WILL GLORY, BUT OF MYSELF I WILL NOT GLORY. IF HE BECOMES 1 CORINTHIANS 9:20-22 TO THE JEWS AS A JEW THAT HE MAY GAIN THE JEWS, AND TO THOSE UNDER THE LAW AS UNDER THE LAW THAT HE MAY GAIN THOSE UNDER THE LAW, AND TO THEM THAT ARE WITHOUT LAW AS WITHOUT LAW, NOT BEING WITHOUT LAW TO GOD, BUT UNDER LAW TO CHRIST, THAT HE MAY GAIN THOSE WITHOUT LAW, AND IF TO THE WEAK HE BECOMES WEAK THAT HE MAY GAIN THE WEAK, IT IS CLEAR THAT THESE STATEMENTS MUST BE EXAMINED EACH BY ITSELF, THAT HE BECOMES A JEW, AND THAT SOMETIMES HE IS UNDER THE LAW AND AT ANOTHER TIME WITHOUT LAW, AND THAT SOMETIMES HE IS WEAK. WHERE, FOR EXAMPLE, HE SAYS SOMETHING BY WAY OF PERMISSION 1 CORINTHIANS 7:6 AND NOT BY COMMANDMENT, THERE WE MAY RECOGNIZE THAT HE IS WEAK; FOR WHO, HE SAYS, 2 CORINTHIANS 11:29 IS WEAK, AND I AM NOT WEAK? WHEN HE SHAVES HIS HEAD AND MAKES AN OFFERING, OR WHEN HE CIRCUMCISES TIMOTHY, IN ACTS 16:3 HE IS A JEW; BUT WHEN HE SAYS TO THE ATHENIANS, IN ACTS 17:23 " I FOUND AN ALTAR WITH THE INSCRIPTION, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. THAT, THEN, WHICH YOU WORSHIP NOT KNOWING IT, THAT DECLARE I UNTO YOU, " AND, " AS ALSO SOME OF YOUR OWN POETS HAVE SAID, FOR WE ALSO ARE HIS OFFSPRING, " THEN HE BECOMES TO THOSE WITHOUT THE LAW AS WITHOUT THE LAW, ADJURING THE LEAST RELIGIOUS OF MEN TO ESPOUSE RELIGION, AND TURNING TO HIS OWN PURPOSE THE SAYING OF THE POET, " FROM LOVE DO WE BEGIN; HIS RACE ARE WE. " AND INSTANCES MIGHT PERHAPS BE FOUND WHERE, TO MEN NOT JEWS AND YET UNDER THE LAW, HE IS UNDER THE LAW.
6. DIFFERENT ACCOUNTS OF THE CALL OF PETER, AND OF THE IMPRISONMENT OF THE BAPTIST. THE MEANING OF "CAPERNAUM." 
THESE EXAMPLES MAY BE SERVICEABLE TO ILLUSTRATE STATEMENTS NOT ONLY ABOUT THE SAVIOUR, BUT ABOUT THE DISCIPLES TOO, FOR HERE ALSO THERE IS SOME DISCREPANCY OF STATEMENT. FOR THERE IS A DIFFERENCE IN THOUGHT PERHAPS BETWEEN SIMON WHO IS FOUND BY HIS OWN BROTHER ANDREW, AND WHO IS ADDRESSED " YOU SHALL BE CALLED CEPHAS, " JOHN 1:41 AND HIM WHO IS SEEN BY JESUS WHEN WALKING BY THE SEA OF GALILEE, ALONG WITH HIS BROTHER, AND ADDRESSED CONJOINTLY WITH THAT BROTHER, " COME AFTER ME, AND I WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF MEN. " THERE WAS SOME FITNESS IN THE FACT THAT THE WRITER WHO GOES MORE TO THE ROOT OF THE MATTER AND TELLS OF THE WORD BECOMING FLESH, AND HENCE DOES NOT RECORD THE HUMAN GENERATION OF THE WORD WHO WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD, SHOULD NOT TELL US OF SIMON'S BEING FOUND AT THE SEASHORE AND CALLED AWAY FROM THERE, BUT OF HIS BEING FOUND BY HIS BROTHER WHO HAD BEEN STAYING WITH JESUS AT THE TENTH HOUR, AND OF HIS RECEIVING THE NAME CEPHAS IN CONNECTION WITH HIS BEING THUS FOUND OUT. IF HE WAS SEEN BY JESUS WHEN WALKING BY THE SEA OF GALILEE, IT WOULD SCARCELY BE ON A LATER OCCASION THAT HE WAS ADDRESSED, " THOU ART PETER AND UPON THIS ROCK I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH. " WITH JOHN AGAIN THE PHARISEES KNOW JESUS TO BE BAPTIZING WITH HIS DISCIPLES, ADDING THIS TO HIS OTHER GREAT ACTIVITIES; BUT THE JESUS OF THE THREE DOES NOT BAPTIZE AT ALL. JOHN THE BAPTIST, TOO, WITH THE EVANGELIST OF THE SAME NAME, GOES ON A LONG TIME WITHOUT BEING CAST INTO PRISON. WITH MATTHEW, ON THE CONTRARY, HE IS PUT IN PRISON ALMOST AT THE TIME OF THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS, AND THIS IS THE OCCASION OF JESUS RETIRING TO GALILEE, TO AVOID BEING PUT IN PRISON. BUT IN JOHN THERE IS NOTHING AT ALL ABOUT JOHN'S BEING PUT IN PRISON. WHO IS SO WISE AND SO ABLE AS TO LEARN ALL THE THINGS THAT ARE RECORDED ABOUT JESUS IN THE FOUR EVANGELISTS, AND BOTH TO UNDERSTAND EACH INCIDENT BY ITSELF, AND HAVE A CONNECTED VIEW OF ALL HIS SOJOURNINGS AND WORDS AND ACTS AT EACH PLACE? AS FOR THE PASSAGE PRESENTLY BEFORE US, IT GIVES IN THE ORDER OF EVENTS THAT ON THE SIXTH DAY THE SAVIOUR, AFTER THE BUSINESS OF THE MARRIAGE AT CANA OF GALILEE, WENT DOWN WITH HIS MOTHER AND HIS BROTHERS AND HIS DISCIPLES TO CAPERNAUM, WHICH MEANS " FIELD OF CONSOLATION. " FOR AFTER THE FEASTING AND THE WINE IT WAS FITTING THAT THE SAVIOUR SHOULD COME TO THE FIELD OF CONSOLATION WITH HIS MOTHER AND HIS DISCIPLES, TO CONSOLE THOSE WHOM HE WAS TRAINING FOR DISCIPLES AND THE SOUL WHICH HAD CONCEIVED HIM BY THE HOLY GHOST, WITH THE FRUITS WHICH WERE TO STAND IN THAT FULL FIELD.
7. WHY HIS BROTHERS ARE NOT CALLED TO THE WEDDING; AND WHY HE ABIDES AT CAPERNAUM NOT MANY DAYS.
BUT WE MUST ASK WHY HIS BROTHERS ARE NOT CALLED TO THE WEDDING: THEY WERE NOT THERE, FOR IT IS NOT SAID THEY WERE; BUT THEY GO DOWN TO CAPERNAUM WITH HIM AND HIS MOTHER AND HIS DISCIPLES. WE MUST ALSO EXAMINE WHY ON THIS OCCASION THEY DO NOT " GO IN TO " CAPERNAUM, NOR " GO UP TO, " BUT " GO DOWN TO " IT. CONSIDER IF WE MUST NOT UNDERSTAND BY HIS BROTHERS HERE THE POWERS WHICH WENT DOWN ALONG WITH HIM, NOT CALLED TO THE WEDDING ACCORDING TO THE EXPLANATIONS GIVEN ABOVE, SINCE IT IS IN LOWER AND HUMBLER PLACES THAN THOSE WHO ARE CALLED DISCIPLES OF CHRIST, AND IN ANOTHER WAY, THAT THESE BROTHERS RECEIVE ASSISTANCE. FOR IF HIS MOTHER IS CALLED, THEN THERE ARE SOME BEARING FRUIT, AND EVEN TO THESE THE LORD GOES DOWN WITH THE SERVANTS AND DISCIPLES OF THE WORD, TO HELP SUCH PERSONS, HIS MOTHER ALSO BEING WITH HIM. THOSE INDEED WHO ARE CALLED CAPERNAUM APPEAR NOT TO BE ABLE TO ALLOW JESUS AND THOSE WHO WENT DOWN WITH HIM TO MAKE A LONGER STAY WITH THEM: HENCE THEY REMAIN WITH THEM NOT MANY DAYS. FOR THE LOWER FIELD OF CONSOLATION DOES NOT ADMIT THE ILLUMINATION OF MANY DOCTRINES, BUT IS ONLY CAPABLE OF A FEW. TO GET A CLEAR VIEW OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THOSE WHO RECEIVE JESUS FOR LONGER AND FOR SHORTER TIME, WE MAY COMPARE WITH THIS, " THEY ABODE THERE NOT MANY DAYS, " THE WORDS RECORDED IN MATTHEW AS SPOKEN BY CHRIST WHEN RISEN FROM THE DEAD TO HIS DISCIPLES WHO WERE BEING SENT OUT TO TEACH ALL NATIONS, " BEHOLD, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, EVEN TO THE END OF THE WORLD. " TO THOSE WHO ARE TO KNOW ALL THAT HUMAN NATURE CAN KNOW WHILE IT STILL IS HERE, IS SAID WITH EMPHASIS, " I AM WITH YOU; " AND AS THE RISE OF EACH NEW DAY UPON THE FIELD OF CONTEMPLATION BRINGS MORE DAYS BEFORE THE EYES OF THE BLESSED, THEREFORE HE SAYS, " ALL THE DAYS TILL THE END OF THE WORLD. " AS FOR THOSE IN CAPERNAUM, ON THE CONTRARY, TO WHOM THEY GO DOWN AS TO THE MORE-NEEDY, NOT ONLY JESUS, BUT ALSO HIS MOTHER AND HIS BROTHERS AND HIS DISCIPLES " ABODE THERE NOT MANY DAYS. " 
8. HOW CHRIST ABIDES WITH BELIEVERS TO THE END OF THE AGE, AND WHETHER HE ABIDES WITH THEM AFTER THAT CONSUMMATION.
SOME MAY VERY LIKELY AND NOT UNREASONABLY ASK, WHETHER, WHEN ALL THE DAYS OF THIS AGE ARE OVER, THERE WILL NO LONGER BE ANY ONE TO SAY, " LO, I AM WITH YOU, " WITH THOSE, NAMELY, WHO RECEIVED HIM TILL THE FULFILMENT OF THE AGE, FOR THE " UNTIL " SEEMS TO INDICATE A CERTAIN LIMIT OF TIME. TO THIS WE MUST SAY THAT THE PHRASE, " I AM WITH YOU, " IS NOT THE SAME AS " I AM IN YOU. " WE MIGHT SAY MORE PROPERLY THAT THE SAVIOUR WAS NOT IN HIS DISCIPLES BUT WITH THEM, SO LONG AS THEY HAD NOT ARRIVED IN THEIR MINDS AT THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE. BUT WHEN THEY SEE TO BE AT HAND, AS FAR AS THEIR EFFORT IS CONCERNED, THE CONSUMMATION OF THE WORLD WHICH IS CRUCIFIED TO THEM, THEN JESUS WILL BE NO LONGER WITH THEM, BUT IN THEM, AND THEY WILL SAY, " IT IS NO LONGER I THAT LIVE BUT CHRIST THAT LIVES IN ME, " GALATIANS 2:20 AND " IF YOU SEEK A PROOF OF CHRIST THAT SPEAKS IN ME. " 2 CORINTHIANS 13:3 IN SAYING THIS WE ARE KEEPING FOR OUR PART ALSO TO THE ORDINARY INTERPRETATION WHICH MAKES THE " ALWAYS " THE TIME DOWN TO THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE, AND ARE NOT ASKING MORE THAN IS ATTAINABLE TO HUMAN NATURE AS IT IS HERE. THAT INTERPRETATION MAY BE ADHERED TO AND JUSTICE YET BE DONE TO THE " I. " HE WHO IS WITH HIS DISCIPLES WHO ARE SENT OUT TO TEACH ALL THE NATIONS, UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION, MAY BE HE WHO EMPTIED HIMSELF AND TOOK THE FORM OF A SERVANT, AND YET AFTERWARDS MAY BE ANOTHER IN POINT OF STATE; AFTERWARDS HE MAY BE SUCH AS HE WAS BEFORE HE EMPTIED HIMSELF, UNTIL ALL HIS ENEMIES ARE MADE BY HIS FATHER THE FOOTSTOOL OF HIS FEET; AND AFTER THIS, WHEN THE SON HAS DELIVERED UP THE KINGDOM TO GOD AND THE FATHER, IT MAY BE THE FATHER WHO SAYS TO THEM, " BEHOLD, I AM WITH YOU. " BUT WHETHER IT IS " ALL THE DAYS " UP TO THAT TIME, OR SIMPLY " ALL THE DAYS, " OR NOT " ALL DAYS " BUT " EVERY DAY, " ANY ONE MAY CONSIDER THAT LIKES. OUR PLAN DOES NOT ALLOW US AT PRESENT TO DIGRESS SO FAR.
9. HERACLEON SAYS THAT JESUS IS NOT STATED TO HAVE DONE ANYTHING AT CAPERNAUM. BUT IN THE OTHER GOSPELS HE DOES MANY THINGS THERE.
BUT HERACLEON, DEALING WITH THE WORDS, " AFTER THIS HE WENT DOWN TO CAPERNAUM, " DECLARES THAT THEY INDICATE THE INTRODUCTION OF ANOTHER TRANSACTION, AND THAT THE WORD " WENT DOWN " IS NOT WITHOUT SIGNIFICANCE. " CAPERNAUM, " HE SAYS, " MEANS THESE FARTHEST-OUT PARTS OF THE WORLD, THESE DISTRICTS OF MATTER, INTO WHICH HE DESCENDED, AND BECAUSE THE PLACE WAS NOT SUITABLE, HE SAYS, HE IS NOT REPORTED EITHER TO HAVE DONE ANYTHING OR SAID ANYTHING IN IT. " NOW IF THE LORD HAD NOT BEEN REPORTED IN THE OTHER GOSPELS EITHER AS HAVING DONE OR SAID ANYTHING AT CAPERNAUM, WE MIGHT PERHAPS HAVE HESITATED WHETHER THIS VIEW OUGHT OR OUGHT NOT TO BE RECEIVED. BUT THAT IS FAR FROM BEING THE CASE. MATTHEW SAYS OUR LORD LEFT NAZARETH AND CAME AND DWELT AT CAPERNAUM ON THE SEASIDE, AND THAT FROM THAT TIME HE BEGAN TO PREACH, SAYING, " REPENT YE, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND. " AND MARK, STARTING IN HIS NARRATIVE FROM THE TEMPTATION BY THE DEVIL, RELATES THAT AFTER JOHN WAS CAST INTO PRISON, JESUS CAME INTO GALILEE, PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL OF GOD, AND AFTER THE CALL OF THE FOUR FISHERMEN TO THE APOSTLESHIP, " THEY ENTER INTO CAPERNAUM; AND STRAIGHTWAY ON THE SABBATH DAY HE TAUGHT IN THE SYNAGOGUE, AND THEY WERE ASTONISHED AT HIS DOCTRINE. " AND MARK RECORDS AN ACTION OF JESUS ALSO WHICH TOOK PLACE AT CAPERNAUM, FOR HE GOES ON TO SAY, " IN THEIR SYNAGOGUE THERE WAS A MAN WITH AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT, AND HE CRIED OUT, SAYING, AH! WHAT HAVE WE TO DO WITH THEE, THOU JESUS OF NAZARETH? ART THOU COME TO DESTROY US? WE KNOW THEE WHO THOU ART, THE SON OF GOD. AND JESUS REBUKED HIM, SAYING, HOLD YOUR PEACE AND COME OUT OF HIM; AND THE UNCLEAN SPIRIT, TEARING HIM AND CRYING WITH A LOUD VOICE, CAME OUT OF HIM. AND THEY WERE ALL AMAZED. " AND AT CAPERNAUM SIMON'S MOTHER-IN-LAW IS CURED OF HER FEVER. AND MARK ADDS THAT WHEN EVENING WAS COME ALL THOSE WERE CURED WHO WERE SICK AND WHO WERE POSSESSED WITH DEMONS. LUKE'S REPORT IS VERY LIKE MARK'S ABOUT CAPERNAUM. HE SAYS, " AND HE CAME TO CAPERNAUM, A CITY OF GALILEE, AND HE WAS TEACHING THEM ON THE SABBATH DAY, AND THEY WERE ASTONISHED AT HIS TEACHINGS, FOR HIS WORD WAS WITH POWER. AND IN THE SYNAGOGUE, THERE WAS A MAN HAVING A SPIRIT OF AN UNCLEAN DEMON, AND HE CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, AH! WHAT HAVE WE TO DO WITH THEE, THOU JESUS OF NAZARETH? HAST THOU COME TO DESTROY US? I KNOW THEE WHO THOU ART, THE HOLY ONE OF GOD. AND JESUS REBUKED HIM, SAYING, HOLD YOUR PEACE AND COME OUT OF HIM. THEN THE DEMON HAVING THROWN HIM DOWN IN THE MIDST, WENT OUT OF HIM, DOING HIM NO HARM. " AND THEN LUKE REPORTS HOW THE LORD ROSE UP FROM THE SYNAGOGUE AND WENT INTO THE HOUSE OF SIMON, AND REBUKED THE FEVER IN HIS MOTHER-IN-LAW, AND CURED HER OF HER DISEASE; AND AFTER THIS CURE, " WHEN THE SUN WAS SETTING, " HE SAYS, " ALL, AS MANY AS HAD PERSONS SICK WITH DIVERS DISEASES, BROUGHT THEM TO HIM, AND HE LAID HIS HANDS ON EACH ONE OF THEM AND CURED THEM. AND DEMONS ALSO WENT OUT FROM MANY, CRYING AND SAYING, YOU ARE THE SON OF GOD, AND HE REBUKED THEM AND SUFFERED THEM NOT TO SPEAK BECAUSE THEY KNEW THAT HE WAS THE CHRIST. " WE HAVE PRESENTED ALL THESE STATEMENTS AS TO THE SAVIOUR'S SAYINGS AND DOINGS AT CAPERNAUM IN ORDER TO REFUTE HERACLEON'S INTERPRETATION OF OUR PASSAGE, " HENCE HE IS NOT SAID TO HAVE DONE OR TO HAVE SPOKEN ANYTHING THERE. " HE MUST EITHER GIVE TWO MEANINGS TO CAPERNAUM, AND SHOW US HIS REASONS FOR THEM, OR IF HE CANNOT DO THIS, HE MUST GIVE UP SAYING THAT THE SAVIOUR VISITED ANY PLACE TO NO PURPOSE. WE, FOR OUR PART, SHOULD WE COME TO PASSAGES WHERE EVEN A COMPARISON OF THE OTHER GOSPELS FAILS TO SHOW THAT JESUS' VISIT TO THIS PLACE OR THAT WAS NOT ACCOMPANIED BY ANY RESULTS, WILL SEEK WITH THE DIVINE ASSISTANCE TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT HIS COMING WAS NOT IN VAIN.
10. SIGNIFICANCE OF CAPERNAUM.
MATTHEW FOR HIS PART ADDS, THAT WHEN THE LORD HAD ENTERED INTO CAPERNAUM THE CENTURION CAME TO HIM, SAYING, " MY BOY IS LYING IN MY HOUSE SICK OF THE PALSY, GRIEVOUSLY TORMENTED, " AND AFTER TELLING THE LORD SOME MORE ABOUT HIM, RECEIVED THE REPLY, " GO, AND AS YOU HAVE BELIEVED, SO BE IT UNTO YOU. " AND MATTHEW THEN GIVES US THE STORY OF PETER'S MOTHER-IN-LAW, IN CLOSE AGREEMENT WITH THE OTHER TWO. I CONCEIVE IT TO BE A CREDITABLE PIECE OF WORK AND BECOMING TO ONE WHO IS ANXIOUS TO HEAR ABOUT CHRIST, TO COLLECT FROM THE FOUR GOSPELS ALL THAT IS RELATED ABOUT CAPERNAUM, AND THE DISCOURSES SPOKEN, AND THE WORKS DONE THERE, AND HOW MANY VISITS THE LORD PAID TO THE PLACE, AND HOW, AT ONE TIME, HE IS SAID TO HAVE GONE DOWN TO IT, AND AT ANOTHER TO HAVE ENTERED INTO IT, AND WHERE HE CAME FROM WHEN HE DID SO. IF WE COMPARE ALL THESE POINTS TOGETHER, WE SHALL NOT GO ASTRAY IN THE MEANING WE ASCRIBE TO CAPERNAUM. ON THE ONE HAND, THE SICK ARE HEALED, AND OTHER WORKS OF POWER ARE DONE THERE, AND ON THE OTHER, THE PREACHING, REPENT YE, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND, BEGINS THERE, AND THIS APPEARS TO BE A SIGN, AS WE SHOWED WHEN ENTERING ON THIS SUBJECT, OF SOME MORE NEEDY PLACE OF CONSOLATION, MADE SO PERHAPS BY JESUS, WHO COMFORTED MEN BY WHAT HE TAUGHT AND BY WHAT HE DID THERE, IN THAT PLACE OF CONSOLATION. FOR WE KNOW THAT THE NAMES OF PLACES AGREE IN THEIR MEANING WITH THE THINGS CONNECTED WITH JESUS; AS GERGESA, WHERE THE CITIZENS OF THESE PARTS BESOUGHT HIM TO DEPART OUT OF THEIR COASTS, MEANS, " THE DWELLING OF THE CASTERS-OUT. " AND THIS, ALSO, WE HAVE NOTICED ABOUT CAPERNAUM, THAT NOT ONLY DID THE PREACHING, " REPENT YE, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND, " BEGIN THERE, BUT THAT ACCORDING TO THE THREE EVANGELISTS JESUS PERFORMED THERE HIS FIRST MIRACLES. NONE OF THE THREE, HOWEVER, ADDED TO THE FIRST WONDERS WHICH HE RECORDS AS DONE IN CAPERNAUM, THAT NOTE ATTACHED BY JOHN THE DISCIPLE TO THE FIRST WORK OF JESUS, " THIS BEGINNING OF HIS SIGNS DID JESUS IN CANA OF GALILEE. " FOR THAT WHICH WAS DONE IN CAPERNAUM WAS NOT THE BEGINNING OF THE SIGNS, SINCE THE LEADING SIGN OF THE SON OF GOD WAS GOOD CHEER, AND IN THE LIGHT OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE IT IS ALSO THE MOST REPRESENTATIVE OF HIM. FOR THE WORD OF GOD DOES NOT SHOW FORTH HIS OWN BEAUTY SO MUCH IN HEALING THE SICK, AS IN HIS TENDERING THE TEMPERATE DRAUGHT TO MAKE GLAD THOSE WHO ARE IN GOOD HEALTH AND ARE ABLE TO JOIN IN THE BANQUET.
11. WHY THE PASSOVER IS SAID TO BE THAT OF THE "JEWS." ITS INSTITUTION: AND THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN "FEASTS OF THE LORD" AND FEASTS NOT SO SPOKEN OF.
" AND THE PASSOVER OF THE JEWS WAS AT HAND. " JOHN 2:13 INQUIRING INTO THE ACCURACY OF THE MOST-WISE JOHN (ON THIS PASSAGE), I PUT MYSELF THE QUESTION, WHAT IS INDICATED BY THE ADDITION "OF THE JEWS"? OF WHAT OTHER NATION WAS THE PASSOVER A FESTIVAL? WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN ENOUGH TO SAY, "AND THE PASSOVER WAS AT HAND"? IT MAY, HOWEVER, BE THE CASE THAT THE HUMAN PASSOVER IS ONE THING WHEN KEPT BY MEN NOT AS SCRIPTURE INTENDED, AND THAT THE DIVINE PASSOVER IS ANOTHER THING, THE TRUE PASSOVER, OBSERVED IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH BY THOSE WHO WORSHIP GOD IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH; AND THEN THE DISTINCTION INDICATED IN THE TEXT MAY BE THAT BETWEEN THE DIVINE PASSOVER AND THAT SAID TO BE OF THE JEWS. WE SHOULD ATTEND TO THE PASSOVER LAW AND OBSERVE WHAT THE LORD SAYS OF IT WHEN IT IS FIRST MENTIONED IN SCRIPTURE. EXODUS 12:1-3 " AND THE LORD SPOKE UNTO MOSES AND AARON IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, SAYING, THIS, MONTH IS TO YOU THE BEGINNING OF MONTHS, IT IS THE FIRST FOR YOU AMONG THE MONTHS OF THE YEAR. SPEAK THOU TO ALL THE CONGREGATION OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, SAYING, ON THE TENTH OF THIS MONTH SHALL EVERY MAN TAKE A SHEEP, ACCORDING TO THE HOUSES OF YOUR FAMILIES; " THEN AFTER SOME DIRECTIONS IN WHICH THE WORD PASSOVER DOES NOT OCCUR AGAIN, HE ADDS, " THUS SHALL YOU EAT IT, YOUR LOINS GIRT AND YOUR SHOES ON YOUR FEET, AND YOUR STAVES IN YOUR HANDS, AND YOU SHALL EAT IT WITH HASTE. IT IS THE PASSOVER OF THE LORD. " HE DOES NOT SAY, " IT IS YOUR PASSOVER. " AND A LITTLE FURTHER ON HE NAMES THE FESTIVAL AGAIN IN THE SAME WAY, " AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, WHEN YOUR SONS SAY TO YOU, WHAT IS THIS SERVICE? AND YOU SHALL SAY TO THEM, IT IS THE SACRIFICE, THE PASSOVER OF THE LORD, HOW HE GUARDED THE HOUSES OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. " AND AGAIN, A LITTLE FURTHER ON, " AND THE LORD SPOKE TO MOSES AND AARON, SAYING, THIS IS THE LAW OF THE PASSOVER. NO ALIEN SHALL EAT OF IT. " AND AGAIN, IN A LITTLE, " BUT IF A PROSELYTE COME TO YOU, AND KEEP THE PASSOVER OF THE LORD, EVERY MALE OF HIM SHALL BE CIRCUMCISED. " OBSERVE THAT IN THE LAW WE NEVER FIND IT SAID, " YOUR PASSOVER; " BUT IN ALL THE PASSAGES QUOTED THE PHRASE OCCURS ONCE WITHOUT ANY ADJUNCT, WHILE WE HAVE THREE TIMES " THE PASSOVER OF THE LORD. " TO MAKE SURE THAT THERE IS SUCH A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE PASSOVER OF THE LORD AND THE PASSOVER OF THE JEWS, WE MAY CONSIDER THE WAY IN WHICH ISAIAH SPEAKS OF THE MATTER: ISAIAH 1:13 " YOUR NEW MOONS AND YOUR SABBATHS AND YOUR GREAT DAY I CANNOT BEAR; YOUR FAST AND YOUR HOLIDAY AND YOUR NEW MOONS AND YOUR FEASTS MY SOUL HATES. " THE LORD DOES NOT CALL THEM HIS OWN, THESE OBSERVANCES OF SINNERS (THEY ARE HATED OF HIS SOUL, IF SUCH THERE BE); NEITHER THE NEW MOONS, NOR THE SABBATHS, NOR THE GREAT DAY, NOR THE FAST, NOR THE FESTIVALS. AND IN THE LEGISLATION ABOUT THE SABBATH IN EXODUS, WE READ, " AND MOSES SAID UNTO THEM, THIS IS THE WORD WHICH THE LORD SPOKE, THE SABBATH IS A HOLY REST UNTO THE LORD. " AND A LITTLE FURTHER ON, " AND MOSES SAID, EAT YE; FOR TODAY IS A SABBATH UNTO THE LORD. " AND IN NUMBERS, BEFORE THE SACRIFICES WHICH ARE OFFERED AT EACH FESTIVAL, AS IF ALL THE FESTIVALS CAME UNDER THE LAW OF THE CONTINUOUS AND DAILY SACRIFICE, WE FIND IT WRITTEN, " AND THE LORD SPOKE UNTO MOSES, ANNOUNCE TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND THUS SHALL THOU SAY UNTO THEM, MY GIFTS, MY OFFERINGS, MY FRUITS FOR A SMELL OF SWEET SAVOUR, YOU SHALL OBSERVE TO OFFER UNTO ME AT MY FESTIVALS. AND YOU SHALL SAY UNTO THEM, THESE ARE THE OFFERINGS WHICH YOU SHALL OFFER UNTO THE LORD. " THE FESTIVAL SET FORTH IN SCRIPTURE HE CALLS HIS OWN, NOT THOSE OF THE PEOPLE RECEIVING THE LAW, HE SPEAKS OF HIS GIFTS, HIS OFFERINGS. A SIMILAR WAY OF SPEAKING IS THAT IN EXODUS WITH REGARD TO THE PEOPLE; IT IS SAID BY GOD TO BE HIS OWN PEOPLE, WHEN IT DOES NOT SIN; BUT IN THE SECTION ABOUT THE CALF HE ABJURES IT AND CALLS IT THE PEOPLE OF MOSES. EXODUS 8:21-23 ON THE ONE HAND, " YOU SHALL SAY TO PHARAOH, THUS SAYS THE LORD, LET MY PEOPLE GO, THAT THEY MAY SERVE ME IN THE WILDERNESS. BUT IF YOU WILL NOT LET MY PEOPLE GO, BEHOLD, I WILL SEND AGAINST YOU AND AGAINST YOUR SERVANTS, AND AGAINST YOUR PEOPLE AND AGAINST YOUR HOUSES, THE DOG-FLY; AND THE HOUSES OF THE EGYPTIANS SHALL BE FULL OF THE DOG-FLY, AND ON THE LAND ON WHICH THEY ARE, AGAINST IT WILL I SEND THEM. AND I WILL GLORIFY ON THAT DAY THE LAND OF GESEM, ON WHICH MY PEOPLE ARE; ON IT THERE SHALL BE NO DOG-FLY, THAT YOU MAY KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD, THE LORD OF ALL THE EARTH. AND I WILL MAKE A DISTINCTION BETWEEN MY PEOPLE AND YOUR PEOPLE. " TO MOSES, ON THE OTHER HAND, HE SAYS, EXODUS 32:7 " GO, DESCEND QUICKLY, FOR YOUR PEOPLE HAS TRANSGRESSED, WHICH YOU LED OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT. " AS, THEN, THE PEOPLE WHEN IT DOES NOT SIN IS THE PEOPLE OF GOD, BUT WHEN IT, SINS, IS NO LONGER SPOKEN OF AS HIS, THUS, ALSO, THE FEASTS WHEN THEY ARE HATED BY THE LORD'S SOUL ARE SAID TO BE FEASTS OF SINNERS, BUT WHEN THE LAW IS GIVEN REGARDING THEM, THEY ARE CALLED FEASTS OF THE LORD. NOW OF THESE FEASTS PASSOVER IS ONE, WHICH IN THE PASSAGE BEFORE US IS SAID TO BE THAT NOT OF THE LORD, BUT OF THE JEWS. IN ANOTHER PASSAGE, TOO, LEVITICUS 23:2 WE FIND IT SAID, " THESE ARE THE FEASTS OF THE LORD, WHICH YOU SHALL CALL CHOSEN, HOLY. " FROM THE [SEXLESS] MOUTH OF THE LORD HIMSELF, THEN, WE SEE THAT THERE IS NO GAINSAYING OUR STATEMENT ON THIS POINT. SOME ONE, NO DOUBT, WILL ASK ABOUT THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE, WHERE HE WRITES TO THE CORINTHIANS: 1 CORINTHIANS 5:7 " FOR OUR PASSOVER ALSO WAS SACRIFICED FOR US, NAMELY, CHRIST; " HE DOES NOT SAY, " THE PASSOVER OF THE LORD WAS SACRIFICED, EVEN CHRIST. " TO THIS WE MUST SAY, EITHER THAT THE APOSTLE SIMPLY CALLS THE PASSOVER OUR PASSOVER BECAUSE IT WAS SACRIFICED FOR US, OR THAT EVERY SACRIFICE WHICH IS REALLY THE LORD'S, AND THE PASSOVER IS ONE OF THESE, AWAITS ITS CONSUMMATION NOT IN THIS AGE NOR UPON EARTH, BUT IN THE COMING AGE AND IN HEAVEN WHEN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN APPEARS. AS FOR THOSE FEASTS, ONE OF THE TWELVE PROPHETS, SAYS, HOSEA 9:5 " WHAT WILL YOU DO IN THE DAYS OF ASSEMBLY, AND IN THE DAYS OF THE FEAST OF THE LORD? " BUT PAUL SAYS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS: " BUT YOU HAVE COME UNTO MOUNT ZION, AND TO THE CITY OF THE LIVING GOD, THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM, AND TO TEN, THOUSANDS OF ANGELS, THE ASSEMBLY AND CHURCH OF THE FIRSTBORN, WHO ARE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN. " AND IN THE EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS: " LET NO ONE JUDGE YOU IN MEAT AND IN DRINK, OR IN RESPECT OF A FEAST-DAY OR A NEW MOON, OR A SABBATH-DAY; WHICH ARE A SHADOW OF THE THINGS TO COME. " 
12. OF THE HEAVENLY FESTIVALS, OF WHICH THOSE ON EARTH ARE TYPICAL.
NOW IN WHAT MANNER, IN THOSE HEAVENLY THINGS OF WHICH THE SHADOW WAS PRESENT TO THE JEWS ON EARTH, THOSE WILL CELEBRATE FESTIVALS WHO HAVE FIRST BEEN TRAINED BY TUTORS AND GOVERNORS UNDER THE TRUE LAW, UNTIL THE FULNESS OF THE TIME SHOULD COME, NAMELY, ABOVE, WHEN WE SHALL BE ABLE TO RECEIVE INTO OURSELVES THE PERFECT MEASURE OF THE SON OF GOD, THIS IT IS THE WORK OF THAT WISDOM TO MAKE PLAIN WHICH HAS BEEN HIDDEN IN A MYSTERY; AND IT ALSO MAY SHOW TO OUR THOUGHT HOW THE LAWS ABOUT MEATS ARE SYMBOLS OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WILL THERE NOURISH AND STRENGTHEN OUR SOUL. BUT IT IS VAIN TO THINK THAT ONE DESIRING TO WORK OUT IN HIS FANCY THE GREAT SEA OF SUCH IDEAS, EVEN IF HE WISHED TO SHOW HOW LOCAL WORSHIP IS STILL A PATTERN AND SHADOW OF HEAVENLY THINGS, AND THAT THE SACRIFICES AND THE SHEEP ARE FULL OF MEANING, THAT HE SHOULD ADVANCE FURTHER THAN THE APOSTLE, WHO SEEKS INDEED TO LIFT OUR MINDS ABOVE EARTHLY VIEWS OF THE LAW, BUT WHO DOES NOT SHOW US TO ANY EXTENT HOW THESE THINGS ARE TO BE. EVEN IF WE LOOK AT THE FESTIVALS, OF WHICH PASSOVER IS ONE, FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE AGE TO COME, WE HAVE STILL TO ASK HOW IT IS THAT OUR PASSOVER IS NOW SACRIFICED, NAMELY, CHRIST, AND NOT ONLY SO, BUT IS TO BE SACRIFICED HEREAFTER.
13. SPIRITUAL MEANING OF THE PASSOVER.
A FEW POINTS MAY BE ADDED IN CONNECTION WITH THE DOCTRINES NOW UNDER CONSIDERATION, THOUGH IT WOULD REQUIRE A SPECIAL DISCUSSION IN MANY VOLUMES TO TREAT OF ALL THE MYSTICAL STATEMENTS ABOUT THE LAW, AND SPECIALLY OF THOSE CONNECTED WITH THE FESTIVALS, AND MORE PARTICULARLY STILL WITH THE PASSOVER. THE PASSOVER OF THE JEWS CONSISTS OF A SHEEP WHICH IS SACRIFICED, EACH TAKING A SHEEP ACCORDING TO HIS FATHER'S HOUSE; AND THE PASSOVER IS ACCOMPANIED BY THE SLAUGHTER OF THOUSANDS OF RAMS AND GOATS, IN PROPORTION TO THE NUMBER OF THE HOUSES OF THE PEOPLE. BUT OUR PASSOVER IS SACRIFICED FOR US, NAMELY, CHRIST. ANOTHER FEATURE OF THE JEWISH FESTIVAL IS UNLEAVENED BREAD; ALL LEAVEN IS MADE TO DISAPPEAR OUT OF THEIR HOUSES; BUT " WE KEEP THE FEAST 1 CORINTHIANS 5:8 NOT WITH THE OLD LEAVEN, NOR WITH THE LEAVEN OF MALICE AND WICKEDNESS, BUT WITH THE UNLEAVENED BREAD OF SINCERITY AND TRUTH. " WHETHER THERE BE ANY PASSOVER AND ANY FEAST OF LEAVEN BEYOND THE TWO WE HAVE MENTIONED, IS A POINT WE MUST EXAMINE MORE CAREFULLY, SINCE THESE SERVE FOR A PATTERN AND A SHADOW OF THE HEAVENLY ONES WE SPOKE OF, AND NOT ONLY SUCH THINGS AS FOOD AND DRINK AND NEW MOONS AND SABBATHS, BUT THE FESTIVALS ALSO, ARE A SHADOW OF THE THINGS TO COME. IN THE FIRST PLACE, WHEN THE APOSTLE SAYS, " OUR PASSOVER IS SACRIFICED, CHRIST, " ONE MAY FEEL WITH REGARD TO THIS SUCH DOUBTS AS THESE. IF THE SHEEP WITH THE JEWS IS A TYPE OF THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST, THEN ONE SHOULD HAVE BEEN OFFERED AND NOT A MULTITUDE, AS CHRIST IS ONE; OR IF MANY SHEEP WERE OFFERED IT IS TO FOLLOW OUT THE TYPE, AS IF MANY CHRISTS WERE SACRIFICED. BUT NOT TO DWELL ON THIS, WE MAY ASK HOW THE SHEEP, WHICH WAS THE VICTIM, CONTAINS AN IMAGE OF CHRIST, WHEN THE SHEEP WAS SACRIFICED BY MEN WHO WERE OBSERVING THE LAW, BUT CHRIST WAS PUT TO DEATH BY TRANSGRESSORS OF THE LAW, AND WHAT APPLICATION CAN BE FOUND IN CHRIST OF THE DIRECTION, EXODUS 12:8 " THEY SHALL EAT THE FLESH THIS NIGHT, ROAST WITH FIRE, AND UNLEAVENED BREAD ON BITTER HERBS SHALL THEY EAT, " AND " EAT NOT OF IT RAW, NOR SODDEN WITH WATER, BUT ROAST WITH FIRE; THE HEAD WITH THE FEET AND THE ENTRAILS; YOU SHALL NOT SET ANY OF IT APART TILL THE MORNING, AND A BONE THEREOF YOU SHALL NOT BREAK. BUT THAT WHICH IS LEFT THEREOF TILL THE MORNING YOU SHALL BURN. " THE SENTENCE, " A BONE OF IT YOU SHALL NOT BREAK, " JOHN APPEARS TO HAVE MADE USE OF IN HIS GOSPEL, AS APPLYING TO THE TRANSACTIONS CONNECTED WITH CHRIST, AND CONNECTING WITH THEM THE OCCASION SPOKEN OF IN THE LAW WHEN THOSE EATING THE SHEEP ARE BIDDEN NOT TO BREAK A BONE OF IT. HE WRITES AS FOLLOWS: " THE SOLDIERS THEREFORE CAME AND BROKE THE LEGS OF THE FIRST, AND OF THE OTHER WHO WAS CRUCIFIED WITH HIM; BUT WHEN THEY CAME TO JESUS AND SAW THAT HE WAS ALREADY DEAD, THEY BROKE NOT HIS LEGS, BUT ONE OF THE SOLDIERS WITH A SPEAR PIERCED HIS SIDE, AND STRAIGHTWAY THERE CAME OUT BLOOD AND WATER. AND HE THAT HAS SEEN HAS BORNE WITNESS AND HIS WITNESS IS TRUE, AND HE KNOWS THAT HE SAYS TRUTH THAT YOU ALSO MAY BELIEVE. AND THESE THINGS TOOK PLACE THAT THE SCRIPTURE MIGHT BE FULFILLED, " A BONE OF HIM YOU SHALL NOT BREAK. " THERE, ARE A MYRIAD, OTHER POINTS BESIDES THIS IN THE APOSTLE'S LANGUAGE WHICH WOULD CALL FOR INQUIRY, BOTH ABOUT THE PASSOVER AND THE UNLEAVENED BREAD, BUT THEY WOULD HAVE TO BE DEALT WITH, AS WE SAID ABOVE, IN A SPECIAL WORK OF GREAT LENGTH. AT PRESENT WE CAN ONLY GIVE AN EPITOME OF THEM AS THEY BEAR ON THE TEXT PRESENTLY BEFORE US, AND AIM AT A SHORT SOLUTION OF THE PRINCIPAL PROBLEM. WE CALL TO MIND THE WORDS, " THIS IS THE LAMB OF GOD THAT TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD, " FOR IT IS SAID OF THE PASSOVER, EXODUS 12:5 " YOU SHALL TAKE IT OF THE LAMBS OR OF THE GOATS. " THE EVANGELIST HERE AGREES WITH PAUL, AND BOTH ARE INVOLVED IN THE DIFFICULTIES WE SPOKE OF ABOVE. BUT ON THE OTHER HAND, WE HAVE TO SAY THAT IF THE WORD BECAME FLESH, AND THE LORD SAYS, JOHN 6:53 " UNLESS YE EAT THE FLESH OF THE SON OF MAN, AND DRINK HIS BLOOD, YOU HAVE NO LIFE IN YOU. HE THAT EATS MY FLESH AND DRINKS MY BLOOD, HAS ETERNAL LIFE, AND I WILL RAISE HIM UP AT THE LAST DAY. FOR MY FLESH IS MEAT INDEED AND MY BLOOD IS DRINK INDEED. HE THAT EATS MY FLESH AND DRINKS MY BLOOD ABIDES IN ME, AND I IN HIM, " —THEN THE FLESH THUS SPOKEN OF IS THAT OF THE LAMB THAT TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD; AND THIS IS THE BLOOD, SOME OF WHICH WAS TO BE PUT ON THE TWO SIDE POSTS OF THE DOOR, AND ON THE LINTELS IN THE HOUSES, IN WHICH WE EAT THE PASSOVER. OF THE FLESH OF THIS LAMB IT IS NECESSARY THAT WE SHOULD EAT IN THE TIME OF THE WORLD, WHICH IS NIGHT, AND THE FLESH IS TO BE ROAST WITH FIRE, AND EATEN WITH UNLEAVENED BREAD; FOR THE WORD OF GOD IS NOT FLESH AND FLESH ONLY. HE SAYS, IN FACT, HIMSELF, JOHN 6:48-50 " I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE, " AND " THIS IS THE BREAD OF LIFE WHICH CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, THAT A MAN SHOULD EAT OF IT, AND NOT DIE. I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE THAT CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN; IF A MAN, EAT OF THIS BREAD, HE SHALL LIVE FOR EVER. " WE MUST NOT OVERLOOK, HOWEVER, THAT BY A LOOSE USE OF WORDS, ANY FOOD IS CALLED BREAD, AS WE READ IN MOSES IN DEUTERONOMY, " FORTY DAYS HE ATE NO BREAD AND DRANK NO WATER, " INSTEAD OF, HE TOOK NO FOOD, EITHER WET OR DRY. I AM LED TO THIS OBSERVATION BY JOHN'S SAYING, " AND THE BREAD WHICH I WILL GIVE IS MY FLESH, FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD. " AGAIN, WE EAT THE FLESH OF THE LAMB, WITH BITTER HERBS, AND UNLEAVENED BREAD, WHEN WE REPENT OF OUR SINS AND GRIEVE WITH THE SORROW WHICH IS ACCORDING TO GOD, A REPENTANCE WHICH OPERATES FOR OUR SALVATION, AND IS NOT TO BE REPENTED OF; OR WHEN, ON ACCOUNT OF OUR TRIALS, WE TURN TO THE SPECULATIONS WHICH ARE FOUND TO BE THOSE OF TRUTH, AND ARE NOURISHED BY THEM. WE ARE NOT, HOWEVER, TO EAT THE FLESH OF THE LAMB RAW, AS THOSE DO WHO ARE SLAVES OF THE LETTER, LIKE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, AND THOSE WHO ARE ENRAGED AT MEN TRULY REASONABLE, BECAUSE THEY DESIRE TO UNDERSTAND SPIRITUAL THINGS; TRULY, THEY SHARE THE NATURE OF SAVAGE BEASTS. BUT WE MUST STRIVE TO CONVERT THE RAWNESS OF SCRIPTURE INTO WELL-COOKED FOOD, NOT LETTING WHAT IS WRITTEN GROW FLABBY AND WET AND THIN, AS THOSE DO WHO HAVE ITCHING EARS, 2 TIMOTHY 4:3-4 AND TURN AWAY THEIR EARS FROM THE TRUTH; THEIR METHODS TEND TO A LOOSE AND FLABBY CONDUCT OF LIFE. BUT LET US BE OF A FERVENT SPIRIT AND KEEP HOLD OF THE FIERY WORDS GIVEN TO US OF GOD, SUCH AS JEREMIAH RECEIVED FROM HIM WHO SPOKE TO HIM, " BEHOLD, I HAVE MADE MY WORDS IN YOUR MOUTH LIKE FIRE, " AND LET US SEE THAT THE FLESH OF THE LAMB BE WELL COOKED, SO THAT THOSE WHO PARTAKE OF IT MAY SAY, AS CHRIST SPEAKS IN US, " OUR HEART BURNED BY THE WAY, AS HE OPENED TO US THE SCRIPTURES. " LUKE 24:32 FURTHER, IF IT IS OUR DUTY TO ENQUIRE INTO SUCH A POINT AS THE ROASTING OF THE FLESH OF THE LAMB WITH FIRE, WE MUST NOT FORGET THE PARALLEL OF WHAT JEREMIAH SUFFERED ON ACCOUNT OF THE WORDS OF GOD, AS HE SAYS: " AND IT WAS AS A GLOWING FIRE, BURNING IN MY BONES, AND I AM WITHOUT ANY STRENGTH, AND I CANNOT BEAR IT. " BUT, IN THIS EATING, WE MUST BEGIN AT THE HEAD, THAT IS TO SAY, AT THE PRINCIPAL AND THE MOST ESSENTIAL DOCTRINES ABOUT HEAVENLY THINGS, AND WE MUST END AT THE FEET, THE LAST BRANCHES OF LEARNING WHICH ENQUIRE AS TO THE FINAL NATURE IN THINGS, OR ABOUT MORE MATERIAL THINGS, OR ABOUT THINGS UNDER THE EARTH, OR ABOUT WICKED SPIRITS AND UNCLEAN DEMONS. FOR IT MAY BE THAT THE ACCOUNT OF THESE THINGS IS NOT OBVIOUS, LIKE THEMSELVES, BUT IS LAID AWAY AMONG THE MYSTERIES OF SCRIPTURE, SO THAT IT MAY BE CALLED, TROPICALLY, THE FEET OF THE LAMB. NOR MUST WE FAIL TO DEAL WITH THE ENTRAILS, WHICH ARE WITHIN AND HIDDEN FROM US; WE MUST APPROACH THE WHOLE OF SCRIPTURE AS ONE BODY, WE MUST NOT LACERATE NOR BREAK THROUGH THE STRONG AND WELL-KNIT CONNECTIONS WHICH EXIST IN THE HARMONY OF ITS WHOLE COMPOSITION, AS THOSE DO WHO LACERATE, SO FAR AS THEY CAN, THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT THAT IS IN ALL THE SCRIPTURES. BUT THIS AFORESAID PROPHECY OF THE LAMB IS TO BE OUR NOURISHMENT ONLY DURING THE NIGHT OF THIS DARK LIFE OF OURS; WHAT COMES AFTER THIS LIFE IS, AS IT WERE, THE DAWN OF DAY, AND WHY SHOULD WE LEAVE OVER TILL THEN THE FOOD WHICH CAN ONLY BE USEFUL TO US NOW? BUT WHEN THE NIGHT IS PASSED, AND THE DAY WHICH SUCCEEDS IT IS AT HAND, THEN WE SHALL HAVE BREAD TO EAT WHICH HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE LEAVENED BREAD OF THE OLDER AND LOWER STATE OF THINGS, BUT IS UNLEAVENED, AND THAT WILL SERVE OUR TURN UNTIL THAT WHICH COMES AFTER THE UNLEAVENED BREAD IS GIVEN US, THE MANNA, WHICH IS FOOD FOR ANGELS RATHER THAN MEN. EVERY ONE OF US, THEN, MAY SACRIFICE HIS LAMB IN EVERY HOUSE OF OUR FATHERS; AND WHILE ONE BREAKS THE LAW, NOT SACRIFICING THE LAMB AT ALL, ANOTHER MAY KEEP THE COMMANDMENT ENTIRELY, OFFERING HIS SACRIFICE, AND COOKING IT ARIGHT, AND NOT BREAKING A BONE OF IT. THIS, THEN, IN BRIEF, IS THE INTERPRETATION OF THE PASSOVER SACRIFICED FOR US, WHICH IS CHRIST, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE VIEW TAKEN OF IT BY THE APOSTLES, AND WITH THE LAMB IN THE GOSPEL. FOR WE OUGHT NOT TO SUPPOSE THAT HISTORICAL THINGS ARE TYPES OF HISTORICAL THINGS, AND MATERIAL THINGS OF MATERIAL, BUT THAT MATERIAL THINGS ARE TYPICAL OF SPIRITUAL THINGS, AND HISTORICAL THINGS OF INTELLECTUAL. IT IS NOT NECESSARY THAT OUR DISCOURSE SHOULD NOW ASCEND TO THAT THIRD PASSOVER WHICH IS TO BE CELEBRATED WITH MYRIADS OF ANGELS IN THE MOST PERFECT AND MOST BLESSED EXODUS; WE HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN OF THESE THINGS TO A GREATER EXTENT THAN THE PASSAGE DEMANDS.
14. IN THE FIRST THREE GOSPELS THE PASSOVER IS SPOKEN OF ONLY AT THE CLOSE OF THE MINISTRY; IN JOHN AT THE BEGINNING. REMARKS ON THIS. HERACLEON ON THE PASSOVER.
WE MUST NOT, HOWEVER, FAIL TO ENQUIRE INTO THE STATEMENT THAT THE PASSOVER OF THE JEWS WAS AT HAND, WHEN THE LORD WAS AT CAPERNAUM WITH HIS MOTHER AND HIS BROTHERS AND HIS DISCIPLES. IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, AFTER BEING LEFT BY THE DEVIL, AND AFTER THE ANGELS CAME AND MINISTERED TO HIM, WHEN HE HEARD THAT JOHN WAS DELIVERED UP, HE WITHDREW INTO GALILEE, AND LEAVING NAZARA HE CAME AND DWELT IN CAPERNAUM. THEN HE BEGAN TO PREACH, AND CHOSE THE FOUR FISHERMEN FOR HIS APOSTLES, AND TAUGHT IN THE SYNAGOGUES OF THE WHOLE OF GALILEE AND HEALED THOSE WHO WERE BROUGHT TO HIM. THEN HE GOES UP INTO THE MOUNTAIN AND SPEAKS THE BEATITUDES AND WHAT FOLLOWS THEM; AND AFTER FINISHING THAT INSTRUCTION HE COMES DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN AND ENTERS CAPERNAUM A SECOND TIME. MATTHEW VIII THEN HE EMBARKED IN A SHIP AND CROSSED OVER TO THE OTHER SIDE TO THE COUNTRY OF THE GERGESENES. ON THEIR BESEECHING HIM TO DEPART OUT OF THEIR COASTS HE EMBARKED IN A SHIP AND CROSSED OVER AND CAME TO HIS OWN CITY. THEN HE WROUGHT CERTAIN CURES AND WENT ABOUT ALL THE CITIES AND THE VILLAGES, TEACHING IN THEIR SYNAGOGUES; AFTER THIS MOST OF THE EVENTS OF THE GOSPELS TAKE PLACE, BEFORE MATTHEW INDICATES THE APPROACH OF THE TIME OF PASSOVER. WITH THE OTHER EVANGELISTS ALSO, AFTER THE STAY AT CAPERNAUM IT IS LONG TILL WE COME TO ANY MENTION OF THE PASSOVER; WHICH MAY CONFIRM IN THEIR OPINION THOSE WHO TAKE THE VIEW ABOUT CAPERNAUM WHICH WAS SET FORTH ABOVE. THAT STAY, IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF THE PASSOVER OF THE JEWS, IS SET IN A BRIGHTER LIGHT BY THAT NEARNESS, BOTH BECAUSE IT WAS BETTER IN ITSELF, AND STILL MORE BECAUSE AT THE PASSOVER OF THE JEWS THERE ARE FOUND IN THE TEMPLE THOSE WHO SELL OXEN AND SHEEP AND DOVES. THIS ADDS EMPHASIS TO THE STATEMENT THAT THE PASSOVER WAS NOT THAT OF THE LORD BUT THAT OF THE JEWS; THE FATHER'S HOUSE WAS MADE, IN THE EYES OF THOSE WHO DID NOT HALLOW IT, A HOUSE OF MERCHANDISE, AND THE PASSOVER OF THE LORD BECAME FOR THOSE WHO TOOK A LOW AND MATERIAL VIEW OF IT A JEWISH PASSOVER. A FITTER OCCASION THAN THE PRESENT WILL OCCUR FOR ENQUIRING AS TO THE TIME OF THE PASSOVER, WHICH TOOK PLACE ABOUT THE SPRING EQUINOX, AND FOR ANY OTHER ENQUIRY WHICH MAY ARISE IN CONNECTION WITH IT. AS FOR HERACLEON, HE SAYS, " THIS IS THE GREAT FESTIVAL; FOR IT WAS A TYPE OF THE PASSION OF THE SAVIOUR; NOT ONLY WAS THE LAMB PUT TO DEATH, THE EATING OF IT AFFORDED RELAXATION, THE KILLING IT POINTED TO WHAT OF THE PASSION OF THE SAVIOUR WAS IN THIS WORLD, AND THE EATING IT TO THE REST AT THE MARRIAGE. " WE HAVE GIVEN HIS WORDS, THAT IT MAY BE SEEN WITH WHAT A WANT OF CAUTION AND HOW LOOSELY HE PROCEEDS, AND WITH WHAT AN ABSENCE OF CONSTRUCTIVE SKILL EVEN ON SUCH A THEME AS THIS; AND HOW LITTLE REGARD IN CONSEQUENCE IS TO BE PAID TO HIM.
15. DISCREPANCY OF THE GOSPEL NARRATIVES CONNECTED WITH THE CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE.
" AND JESUS WENT UP TO JERUSALEM. JOHN 2:13-17 AND HE FOUND IN THE TEMPLE THOSE THAT SOLD OXEN AND SHEEP AND DOVES AND THE CHANGERS OF MONEY SITTING; AND HE MADE A SCOURGE OF CORDS, AND CAST OUT OF THE TEMPLE THE SHEEP AND THE OXEN, AND POURED OUT THE SMALL COIN OF THE CHANGERS, AND OVERTURNED THEIR TABLES, AND TO THOSE WHO SOLD THE DOVES HE SAID, TAKE THESE THINGS HENCE; MAKE NOT MY FATHER'S HOUSE A HOUSE OF MERCHANDISE. THEN HIS DISCIPLES REMEMBERED THAT IT WAS WRITTEN, THE ZEAL OF YOUR HOUSE SHALL EAT ME UP. " IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT JOHN MAKES THIS TRANSACTION OF JESUS WITH THOSE HE FOUND SELLING OXEN AND SHEEP AND DOVES IN THE TEMPLE HIS SECOND WORK; WHILE THE OTHER EVANGELISTS NARRATE A SIMILAR INCIDENT ALMOST AT THE END AND IN CONNECTION WITH THE STORY OF THE PASSION. MATTHEW HAS IT THUS: MATTHEW 21:10-13 " AT JESUS' ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM THE WHOLE CITY WAS STIRRED, SAYING, WHO IS THIS? AND THE MULTITUDES SAID, THIS IS JESUS THE PROPHET, FROM NAZARETH OF GALILEE. AND JESUS WENT INTO THE TEMPLE AND CAST OUT ALL THEM THAT SOLD AND BOUGHT IN THE TEMPLE, AND HE OVERTURNED THE TABLES OF THE MONEY-CHANGERS AND THE SEATS OF THEM THAT SOLD DOVES. AND HE SAYS TO THEM, IT IS WRITTEN, MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER, BUT YOU MAKE IT A DEN OF ROBBERS. " MARK HAS THE FOLLOWING: " AND THEY CAME TO JERUSALEM. AND HAVING ENTERED INTO THE TEMPLE HE BEGAN TO CAST OUT THOSE THAT SOLD AND BOUGHT IN THE TEMPLE, AND THE TABLES OF THE MONEY-CHANGERS HE OVERTHREW AND THE SEATS OF THEM THAT SOLD DOVES. AND HE SUFFERED NOT THAT ANY SHOULD CARRY A VESSEL THROUGH THE TEMPLE; AND HE TAUGHT AND SAID UNTO THEM, IS IT NOT WRITTEN THAT MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL THE NATIONS? BUT YOU HAVE MADE IT A DEN OF ROBBERS. " AND LUKE: LUKE 19:41-42 " AND WHEN HE CAME NEAR, HE BEHELD THE CITY AND WEPT OVER IT, SAYING THAT, IF YOU HAD KNOWN IN THIS DAY, EVEN THOU, THE THINGS THAT BELONG TO PEACE; BUT NOW THEY ARE HID FROM YOUR EYES. FOR THE DAYS SHALL COME UPON YOU, WHEN THEY SHALL SURROUND YOU AND SHUT YOU IN ON EVERY SIDE, AND SHALL DASH YOU TO THE GROUND AND YOUR CHILDREN, AND THEY SHALL NOT LEAVE IN YOU ONE STONE UPON ANOTHER, BECAUSE YOU KNEW NOT THE TIME OF YOUR VISITATION. AND HE ENTERED INTO THE TEMPLE AND BEGAN TO CAST OUT THOSE THAT SOLD, SAYING TO THEM, IT IS WRITTEN, MY HOUSE SHALL BE A HOUSE OF PRAYER, BUT YOU HAVE MADE IT A DEN OF ROBBERS. " IT IS FURTHER TO BE OBSERVED THAT WHAT IS RECORDED BY THE THREE AS HAVING TAKEN PLACE IN CONNECTION WITH THE LORD'S GOING UP TO JERUSALEM, WHEN HE DID THESE THINGS IN THE TEMPLE, IS NARRATED IN A VERY SIMILAR MANNER BY JOHN AS TAKING PLACE LONG AFTER THIS, AFTER ANOTHER VISIT TO JERUSALEM DIFFERENT FROM THIS ONE. WE MUST CONSIDER THE STATEMENTS, AND IN THE FIRST PLACE THAT OF MATTHEW, WHERE WE READ: MATTHEW 21:1 " WHEN HE DREW NIGH TO JERUSALEM AND CAME TO BETHPHAGE OVER AGAINST THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, THEN JESUS SENT TWO DISCIPLES, SAYING UNTO THEM, GO YE INTO THE VILLAGE OVER AGAINST YOU, AND STRAIGHTWAY YOU SHALL FIND AN ASS TIED AND A COLT WITH HER; LOOSE THEM AND BRING THEM TO ME. AND IF ANY MAN, SAY UNTO YOU, WHAT ARE YOU DOING? YOU SHALL SAY, THE LORD HAS NEED OF THEM, AND STRAIGHTWAY HE WILL SEND THEM. BUT THIS WAS DONE THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED WHICH WAS SPOKEN BY THE PROPHET, SAYING, SAY YE TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, BEHOLD, YOUR KING COMES, MEEK AND SEATED UPON AN ASS AND UPON THE COLT OF AN ASS. AND THE DISCIPLES WENT AND DID AS JESUS COMMANDED THEM; THEY BROUGHT THE ASS AND THE FOAL, AND THEY PLACED ON THEM THEIR GARMENTS, AND HE SAT THEREON. AND THE MOST PART OF THE MULTITUDE SPREAD THEIR GARMENTS ON THE ROAD, BUT THE MULTITUDES THAT WENT BEFORE HIM, AND THEY THAT FOLLOWED, CRIED, HOSANNA TO THE SON OF DAVID, BLESSED IS HE THAT COMES IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD. HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST. " AFTER THIS COMES, " AND WHEN HE HAD ENTERED INTO JERUSALEM THE WHOLE CITY WAS STIRRED, " WHICH WE CITED ABOVE. THEN WE HAVE MARK'S ACCOUNT: MARK 11:1-12 " AND WHEN THEY DREW NIGH UNTO JERUSALEM, TO BETHPHAGE AND BETHANY, TO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, HE SENDS TWO OF HIS DISCIPLES AND SAYS TO THEM, GO YE INTO THE VILLAGE OVER AGAINST YOU. AND STRAIGHTWAY AS YOU ENTER INTO IT YOU SHALL FIND A COLT TIED, ON WHICH NO MAN HAS EVER SAT, LOOSE IT AND BRING IT. AND IF ANY ONE, SAY TO YOU, WHY DO YE THIS? SAY, BECAUSE THE LORD HAS NEED OF HIM, AND STRAIGHTWAY HE WILL SEND HIM BACK HITHER. AND THEY WENT AND FOUND THE COLT TIED AT THE DOOR OUTSIDE ON THE ROAD, AND THEY, LOOSE HIM. AND SOME OF THEM THAT STOOD THERE SAID TO THEM, WHAT DO YE, LOOSING THE COLT? AND THEY SAID TO THEM AS JESUS TOLD THEM, AND THEY LET THEM GO. AND THEY BROUGHT THE COLT TO JESUS, AND CAST ON IT THEIR GARMENTS. BUT OTHERS CUT DOWN BRANCHES FROM THE FIELD AND SPREAD THEM IN THE WAY. AND THEY THAT WENT BEFORE AND THEY THAT FOLLOWED CRIED, HOSANNA, BLESSED IS HE THAT COMES IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD; BLESSED BE THE KINGDOM THAT COMES, OF OUR FATHER DAVID! HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST! AND HE WENT INTO JERUSALEM TO THE TEMPLE, AND LOOKED ROUND ABOUT ON ALL THINGS, AND AS IT WAS ALREADY EVENING, HE WENT OUT TO BETHANY WITH THE TWELVE. AND ON THE MORROW WHEN THEY WERE COME FORTH FROM, BETHANY HE WAS HUNGRY. " THEN, AFTER THE AFFAIR OF THE WITHERED FIG TREE, " THEY CAME TO JERUSALEM. AND HE WENT INTO THE TEMPLE AND BEGAN TO CAST OUT THEM THAT SOLD. " LUKE NARRATES AS FOLLOWS: LUKE 19:29 " AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN HE DREW NEAR TO BETHPHAGE AND BETHANY AT THE MOUNT THAT IS CALLED THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, HE SENT TWO OF HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING, GO YE INTO THE VILLAGE OVER AGAINST YOU, IN WHICH WHEN YOU ENTER, YOU SHALL FIND A COLT TIED, ON WHICH NO MAN EVER HAS SATE; LOOSE HIM AND BRING HIM. AND IF ANY MAN ASKS YOU, WHY DO YE LOOSE HIM? YOU SHALL SAY THUS, THE LORD HAS NEED OF HIM. AND THE DISCIPLES WENT AND FOUND AS HE SAID TO THEM. AND WHEN THEY WERE, LOOSING THE COLT ITS OWNERS SAID TO THEM, WHY LOOSE YE THE COLT? AND THEY SAID, BECAUSE THE LORD HAS NEED OF HIM. AND THEY BROUGHT HIM TO JESUS, AND THEY THREW THEIR GARMENTS ON THE COLT, AND SET JESUS THEREON. AND AS HE WENT, THEY STREWED THEIR GARMENTS IN THE WAY. AND WHEN HE WAS DRAWING NEAR, BEING NOW AT THE DESCENT OF THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE DISCIPLES BEGAN TO REJOICE AND PRAISE GOD WITH A LOUD VOICE FOR ALL THE MIGHTY WORKS WHICH THEY HAD SEEN, SAYING, BLESSED IS THE KING IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD; PEACE IN HEAVEN AND GLORY IN THE HIGHEST. AND SOME OF THE PHARISEES FROM THE MULTITUDE SAID UNTO HIM, MASTER, REBUKE THY DISCIPLES. AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID, I SAY UNTO YOU, IF THESE SHALL HOLD THEIR PEACE, THE STONES WILL CRY OUT. AND WHEN HE DREW NEAR, HE BEHELD THE CITY AND WEPT OVER IT, " AND SO ON, AS WE CITED ABOVE. JOHN, ON THE CONTRARY, AFTER GIVING AN ACCOUNT NEARLY IDENTICAL WITH THIS, AS FAR AS, " AND JESUS WENT UP TO JERUSALEM, AND HE FOUND IN THE TEMPLE THOSE WHO WERE SELLING OXEN AND SHEEP, " GIVES A SECOND ACCOUNT OF AN ASCENT OF THE LORD TO JERUSALEM, AND THEN GOES ON TO TELL OF THE SUPPER IN BETHANY SIX DAYS BEFORE THE PASSOVER, AT WHICH MARTHA SERVED AND LAZARUS WAS AT TABLE. " ON THE MORROW, JOHN 12:12-15 A GREAT MULTITUDE THAT HAD COME TO THE FEAST, HAVING HEARD THAT JESUS WAS COMING TO JERUSALEM, TOOK BRANCHES OF PALM TREES AND WENT FORTH TO MEET HIM; AND THEY CRIED, HOSANNA, BLESSED BE THE KING OF ISRAEL IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD. AND JESUS, HAVING FOUND A YOUNG ASS, SAT THEREON, AS IT IS WRITTEN, FEAR NOT, DAUGHTER OF ZION; BEHOLD YOUR KING COMES, SITTING ON THE FOAL OF AN ASS. " I HAVE WRITTEN OUT LONG SECTIONS FROM THE GOSPELS, BUT I HAVE THOUGHT IT NECESSARY TO DO SO, IN ORDER TO EXHIBIT THE DISCREPANCY AT THIS PART OF OUR GOSPEL. THREE OF THE GOSPELS PLACE THESE INCIDENTS, WHICH WE SUPPOSED TO BE THE SAME AS THOSE NARRATED BY JOHN, IN CONNECTION WITH ONE VISIT OF THE LORD TO JERUSALEM. WHILE JOHN, ON THE OTHER HAND, PLACES THEM IN CONNECTION WITH TWO VISITS WHICH ARE WIDELY SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER AND BETWEEN WHICH WERE VARIOUS JOURNEYS OF THE LORD TO OTHER PLACES. I CONCEIVE IT TO BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THOSE WHO ADMIT NOTHING MORE THAN THE HISTORY IN THEIR INTERPRETATION TO SHOW THAT THESE DISCREPANT STATEMENTS ARE IN HARMONY WITH EACH OTHER. IF ANY ONE CONSIDERS THAT WE HAVE NOT GIVEN A SOUND EXPOSITION, LET HIM WRITE A REASONED REJOINDER TO THIS DECLARATION OF OURS.
16. THE STORY OF THE PURGING OF THE TEMPLE SPIRITUALIZED. TAKEN LITERALLY, IT PRESENTS SOME VERY DIFFICULT AND UNLIKELY FEATURES.
WE SHALL, HOWEVER, EXPOUND ACCORDING TO THE STRENGTH THAT IS GIVEN TO US THE REASONS WHICH MOVE US TO RECOGNIZE HERE A HARMONY; AND IN DOING SO WE ENTREAT HIM WHO GIVES TO EVERY ONE THAT ASKS AND STRIVES ACUTELY TO ENQUIRE, AND WE KNOCK THAT BY THE KEYS OF HIGHER KNOWLEDGE THE HIDDEN THINGS OF SCRIPTURE MAY BE OPENED TO US. AND FIRST, LET US FIX OUR ATTENTION ON THE WORDS OF JOHN, BEGINNING, " AND JESUS WENT UP TO JERUSALEM. " JOHN 2:13 NOW JERUSALEM, AS THE LORD HIMSELF TEACHES IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, MATTHEW 5:35 " IS THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING. " IT DOES NOT LIE IN A DEPRESSION, OR IN A LOW SITUATION, BUT IS BUILT ON A HIGH MOUNTAIN, AND THERE ARE MOUNTAINS ROUND ABOUT IT, AND THE PARTICIPATION OF IT IS TO THE SAME PLACE, AND THITHER THE TRIBES OF THE LORD WENT UP, A TESTIMONY FOR ISRAEL. BUT THAT CITY ALSO IS CALLED JERUSALEM, TO WHICH NONE OF THOSE UPON THE EARTH ASCENDS, NOR GOES IN; BUT EVERY SOUL THAT POSSESSES BY NATURE SOME ELEVATION AND SOME ACUTENESS TO PERCEIVE THE THINGS OF THE MIND IS A CITIZEN OF THAT CITY. AND IT IS POSSIBLE EVEN FOR A DWELLER IN JERUSALEM TO BE IN SIN (FOR IT IS POSSIBLE FOR EVEN THE ACUTEST MINDS TO SIN), SHOULD THEY NOT TURN [A] ROUND QUICKLY AFTER THEIR SIN, WHEN THEY HAVE LOST THEIR POWER OF MIND AND ARE ON THE POINT NOT ONLY OF DWELLING IN ONE OF THOSE STRANGE CITIES OF JUDÆA, BUT EVEN OF BEING INSCRIBED AS ITS CITIZENS. JESUS GOES UP TO JERUSALEM, AFTER BRINGING HELP TO THOSE IN CANA OF GALILEE, AND THEN GOING DOWN TO CAPERNAUM, THAT HE MAY DO IN JERUSALEM THE THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN. HE FOUND IN THE TEMPLE, CERTAINLY, WHICH IS SAID TO BE THE HOUSE OF THE FATHER OF THE SAVIOUR, THAT IS, IN THE CHURCH OR IN THE PREACHING OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND SOUND WORD, SOME WHO WERE MAKING HIS FATHER'S HOUSE A HOUSE OF MERCHANDISE. AND AT ALL TIMES JESUS FINDS SOME OF THIS SORT IN THE TEMPLE. FOR IN THAT WHICH IS CALLED THE CHURCH, WHICH IS THE HOUSE OF THE LIVING GOD, THE PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRUTH, 1 TIMOTHY 3:15 WHEN ARE THERE NOT SOME MONEY-CHANGERS SITTING WHO NEED THE STROKES OF THE SCOURGE JESUS MADE OF SMALL CORDS, AND DEALERS IN SMALL COIN WHO REQUIRE TO HAVE THEIR MONEY POURED OUT AND THEIR TABLES OVERTURNED? WHEN ARE THERE NOT THOSE WHO ARE INCLINED TO MERCHANDISE, BUT NEED TO BE HELD TO THE PLOUGH AND THE OXEN, THAT HAVING PUT THEIR HAND TO IT AND NOT TURNING [A] ROUND TO THE THINGS BEHIND THEM, THEY MAY BE FIT FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD? WHEN ARE THERE NOT THOSE WHO PREFER THE MAMMON OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS TO THE SHEEP WHICH GIVE THEM THE MATERIAL FOR THEIR TRUE ADORNMENT? AND THERE ARE ALWAYS MANY WHO LOOK DOWN ON WHAT IS SINCERE AND PURE AND UNMIXED WITH ANY BITTERNESS OR GALL, AND WHO, FOR THE SAKE OF MISERABLE GAIN, BETRAY THE CARE OF THOSE TROPICALLY CALLED DOVES. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE SAVIOUR FINDS IN THE TEMPLE, THE HOUSE OF HIS FATHER, THOSE WHO ARE SELLING OXEN AND SHEEP AND DOVES, AND THE CHANGERS OF MONEY SITTING, HE DRIVES THEM OUT, USING THE SCOURGE OF SMALL CORDS WHICH HE HAS MADE, ALONG WITH THE SHEEP AND OXEN OF THEIR TRADE, AND POURS OUT THEIR STOCK OF COIN, AS NOT DESERVING TO BE KEPT TOGETHER, SO LITTLE IS IT WORTH. HE ALSO OVERTURNS THE TABLES IN THE SOULS OF SUCH AS LOVE MONEY, SAYING EVEN TO THOSE WHO SELL DOVES, " TAKE THESE THINGS HENCE, " THAT THEY MAY NO LONGER TRAFFIC IN THE HOUSE OF GOD. BUT I BELIEVE THAT IN THESE WORDS HE INDICATED ALSO A DEEPER TRUTH, AND THAT WE MAY REGARD THESE OCCURRENCES AS A SYMBOL OF THE FACT THAT THE SERVICE OF THAT TEMPLE WAS NOT ANY LONGER TO BE CARRIED ON BY THE PRIESTS IN THE WAY OF MATERIAL SACRIFICES, AND THAT THE TIME WAS COMING WHEN THE LAW COULD NO LONGER BE OBSERVED, HOWEVER MUCH THE JEWS ACCORDING TO THE FLESH DESIRED IT. FOR WHEN JESUS CASTS OUT THE OXEN AND SHEEP, AND ORDERS THE DOVES TO BE TAKEN AWAY, IT WAS BECAUSE OXEN AND SHEEP AND DOVES WERE NOT MUCH LONGER TO BE SACRIFICED THERE IN ACCORDANCE WITH JEWISH PRACTICES. AND POSSIBLY THE COINS WHICH BORE THE STAMP OF MATERIAL THINGS AND NOT OF GOD WERE POURED OUT BY WAY OF TYPE; BECAUSE THE LAW WHICH APPEARS SO VENERABLE, WITH ITS LETTER THAT KILLS, WAS, NOW THAT JESUS HAD COME AND HAD USED HIS SCOURGE TO THE PEOPLE, TO BE DISSOLVED AND POURED OUT, THE SACRED OFFICE (EPISCOPATE) BEING TRANSFERRED TO THOSE FROM THE GENTILES WHO BELIEVED, AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD BEING TAKEN AWAY FROM THE JEWS MATTHEW 21:43 AND GIVEN TO A NATION BRINGING FORTH THE FRUITS OF IT. BUT IT MAY ALSO BE THE CASE THAT THE NATURAL TEMPLE IS THE SOUL SKILLED IN REASON, WHICH, BECAUSE OF ITS INBORN REASON, IS HIGHER THAN THE BODY; TO WHICH JESUS ASCENDS FROM CAPERNAUM, THE LOWER-LYING PLACE OF LESS DIGNITY, AND IN WHICH, BEFORE JESUS' DISCIPLINE IS APPLIED TO IT, ARE FOUND TENDENCIES WHICH ARE EARTHLY AND SENSELESS AND DANGEROUS, AND THINGS WHICH HAVE THE NAME BUT NOT THE REALITY OF BEAUTY, AND WHICH ARE DRIVEN AWAY BY JESUS WITH HIS WORD PLAITED OUT OF DOCTRINES OF DEMONSTRATION AND OF REBUKE, TO THE END THAT HIS FATHER'S HOUSE MAY NO LONGER BE A HOUSE OF MERCHANDIZE BUT MAY RECEIVE, FOR ITS OWN SALVATION AND THAT OF OTHERS, THAT SERVICE OF GOD WHICH IS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH HEAVENLY AND SPIRITUAL LAWS. THE OX IS SYMBOLIC OF EARTHLY THINGS, FOR HE IS A HUSBANDMAN. THE SHEEP, OF SENSELESS AND BRUTAL THINGS, BECAUSE IT IS MORE SERVILE THAN MOST OF THE CREATURES WITHOUT REASON. OF EMPTY AND UNSTABLE THOUGHTS, THE DOVE. OF THINGS THAT ARE THOUGHT GOOD BUT ARE NOT, THE SMALL CHANGE. IF ANY ONE OBJECTS TO THIS INTERPRETATION OF THE PASSAGE AND SAYS THAT IT IS ONLY PURE ANIMALS THAT ARE MENTIONED IN IT, WE MUST SAY THAT THE PASSAGE WOULD OTHERWISE HAVE AN UNLIKELY AIR. THE OCCURENCE IS NECESSARILY RELATED ACCORDING TO THE POSSIBILITIES OF THE STORY. IT COULD NOT HAVE BEEN NARRATED THAT A HERD OF ANY OTHER ANIMALS THAN PURE ONES HAD FOUND ACCESS TO THE TEMPLE, NOR COULD ANY HAVE BEEN SOLD THERE BUT THOSE USED FOR SACRIFICE. THE EVANGELIST MAKES USE OF THE KNOWN PRACTICE OF THE MERCHANTS AT THE TIMES OF THE JEWISH FEASTS; THEY DID BRING IN SUCH ANIMALS TO THE OUTER COURT; THIS PRACTICE, WITH A REAL OCCURRENCE HE KNEW OF, WERE HIS MATERIALS. ANY ONE, HOWEVER, WHO CARES TO DO SO MAY ENQUIRE WHETHER IT IS IN AGREEMENT WITH THE POSITION HELD BY JESUS IN THIS WORLD, SINCE HE WAS REPUTED TO BE THE SON OF A CARPENTER, TO VENTURE UPON SUCH AN ACT AS TO DRIVE OUT A CROWD OF MERCHANTS FROM THE TEMPLE? THEY HAD COME UP TO THE FEAST TO SELL TO A GREAT NUMBER OF THE PEOPLE, THE SHEEP, SEVERAL MYRIADS IN NUMBER, WHICH THEY WERE TO SACRIFICE ACCORDING TO THEIR FATHERS' HOUSES. TO THE RICHER JEWS THEY HAD OXEN TO SELL, AND THERE WERE DOVES FOR THOSE WHO HAD VOWED SUCH ANIMALS, AND MANY NO DOUBT BOUGHT THESE WITH A VIEW TO THEIR GOOD CHEER AT THE FESTIVAL. AND DID NOT JESUS DO AN UNWARRANTABLE THING WHEN HE POURED OUT THE MONEY OF THE MONEY-CHANGERS, WHICH WAS THEIR OWN, AND OVERTHREW THEIR TABLES? AND WHO THAT RECEIVED A BLOW FROM THE SCOURGE OF SMALL CORDS AT THE HANDS OF ONE HELD IN BUT SLIGHT ESTEEM, WAS DRIVEN OUT OF THE TEMPLE, WOULD NOT HAVE ATTACKED HIM AND RAISED A CRY AND AVENGED HIMSELF WITH HIS OWN HAND, ESPECIALLY WHEN THERE WAS SUCH A MULTITUDE PRESENT WHO MIGHT ALL FEEL THEMSELVES INSULTED BY JESUS IN THE SAME WAY? TO THINK, MOREOVER, OF THE SON OF GOD TAKING THE SMALL CORDS IN HIS HANDS AND PLAITING A SCOURGE OUT OF THEM FOR THIS DRIVING OUT FROM THE TEMPLE, DOES IT NOT BESPEAK AUDACITY AND TEMERITY AND EVEN SOME MEASURE OF LAWLESSNESS? ONE REFUGE REMAINS FOR THE WRITER WHO WISHES TO DEFEND THESE THINGS AND IS MINDED TO TREAT THE OCCURRENCE AS REAL HISTORY, NAMELY, TO APPEAL TO THE DIVINE NATURE OF JESUS, WHO WAS ABLE TO QUENCH, WHEN HE DESIRED TO DO SO, THE RISING ANGER OF HIS FOES, BY DIVINE GRACE TO GET THE BETTER OF MYRIADS, AND TO SCATTER THE DEVICES OF TUMULTUOUS MEN; FOR " THE LORD SCATTERS THE [SEXUAL] COUNSELS OF THE NATIONS AND BRINGS TO NAUGHT, [SEXUAL]  DEVICES OF THE PEOPLES, BUT THE [SEXLESS] COUNSEL OF THE LORD ABIDES FOR EVER. " THUS, THE OCCURRENCE IN OUR PASSAGE, IF IT REALLY TOOK PLACE, WAS NOT SECOND IN POINT OF THE POWER IT EXHIBITS TO ANY EVEN OF THE MOST MARVELLOUS WORKS CHRIST WROUGHT, AND CLAIMED NO LESS BY ITS DIVINE CHARACTER THE FAITH OF THE BEHOLDERS. ONE MAY SHOW IT TO BE A GREATER WORK THAN THAT DONE AT CANA OF GALILEE IN THE TURNING OF WATER INTO WINE; FOR IN THAT CASE IT WAS ONLY SOULLESS MATTER THAT WAS CHANGED, BUT HERE IT WAS THE SOUL AND WILL OF THOUSANDS OF MEN. IT IS, HOWEVER, TO BE OBSERVED THAT AT THE MARRIAGE THE MOTHER OF JESUS IS SAID TO BE THERE, AND JESUS TO HAVE BEEN INVITED AND HIS DISCIPLES, BUT THAT NO ONE BUT JESUS IS SAID TO HAVE DESCENDED TO CAPERNAUM. HIS DISCIPLES, HOWEVER, APPEAR AFTERWARDS AS PRESENT WITH HIM; THEY REMEMBERED THAT " THE ZEAL OF THINE HOUSE SHALL DEVOUR ME. " AND PERHAPS JESUS WAS IN EACH OF THE DISCIPLES AS HE ASCENDED TO JERUSALEM, WHENCE IT IS NOT SAID, JESUS WENT UP TO " JERUSALEM AND HIS DISCIPLES, " BUT HE WENT DOWN TO CAPERNAUM, " HE AND HIS MOTHER AND HIS BROTHERS AND HIS DISCIPLES. " 
17. MATTHEW'S STORY OF THE ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM. DIFFICULTIES INVOLVED IN IT FOR THOSE WHO TAKE IT LITERALLY.
WE HAVE NOW TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE STATEMENTS OF THE OTHER GOSPELS ON THE EXPULSION FROM THE TEMPLE OF THOSE WHO MADE IT A HOUSE OF MERCHANDISE. TAKE IN THE FIRST PLACE WHAT WE FIND IN MATTHEW. ON THE LORD'S ENTERING JERUSALEM, HE SAYS, " ALL THE CITY WAS STIRRED, SAYING, WHO IS THIS? " BUT BEFORE THIS HE HAS THE STORY OF THE ASS AND THE FOAL WHICH WERE TAKEN BY [SEXLESS] COMMAND OF THE LORD AND FOUND BY THE TWO DISCIPLES WHOM HE SENT FROM BETHPHAGE INTO THE VILLAGE OVER AGAINST THEM. THESE TWO DISCIPLES, LOOSE THE ASS WHICH WAS TIED, AND THEY HAVE ORDERS, IF ANY ONE SAYS ANYTHING TO THEM, TO ANSWER THAT " THE LORD HAS NEED OF THEM; AND IMMEDIATELY HE WILL SEND THEM. " BY THESE INCIDENTS MATTHEW DECLARES THAT THE PROPHECY WAS FULFILLED WHICH SAYS, " BEHOLD, THE KING COMES, MEEK AND SITTING ON AN ASS AND A COLT THE FOAL OF AN ASS, " WHICH WE FIND IN ZECHARIAH. ZECHARIAH 9:9 WHEN, THEN, THE DISCIPLES WENT AND DID AS JESUS COMMANDED THEM, THEY BROUGHT THE ASS AND THE COLT, AND PLACED ON THEM, HE SAYS, THEIR OWN GARMENTS, AND THE LORD SAT UPON THEM, CLEARLY ON THE ASS AND THE COLT. THEN " THE MOST PART OF THE MULTITUDE SPREAD THEIR GARMENTS IN THE WAY, AND OTHERS CUT DOWN BRANCHES FROM THE TREES AND STREWED THEM IN THE WAY, AND THE MULTITUDES THAT WENT BEFORE AND THAT FOLLOWED CRIED, HOSANNA TO THE SON OF DAVID, BLESSED IS HE THAT COMES IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD. HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST. " HENCE IT WAS THAT WHEN HE ENTERED JERUSALEM, THE WHOLE CITY WAS MOVED, SAYING, WHO IS THIS? " AND THE MULTITUDES SAID, " THOSE OBVIOUSLY WHO WENT BEFORE HIM AND WHO FOLLOWED HIM, TO THOSE WHO WERE ASKING WHO HE WAS, " THIS IS THE PROPHET JESUS OF NAZARETH OF GALILEE. AND JESUS ENTERED INTO THE TEMPLE AND CAST OUT ALL THOSE THAT SOLD AND BOUGHT IN THE TEMPLE, AND OVERTHREW THE TABLES OF THE MONEY-CHANGERS AND THE SEATS OF THEM THAT SOLD DOVES: AND HE SAYS UNTO THEM, IT IS WRITTEN, MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER; BUT YE MAKE IT A DEN OF ROBBERS. " LET US ASK THOSE WHO CONSIDER THAT MATTHEW HAD NOTHING BUT THE HISTORY IN HIS MIND WHEN HE WROTE HIS GOSPEL, WHAT NECESSITY THERE WAS FOR TWO OF THE DISCIPLES TO BE SENT TO THE VILLAGE OVER AGAINST BETHPHAGE, TO FIND AN ASS TIED AND ITS COLT WITH IT AND TO, LOOSE THEM AND BRING THEM? AND HOW DID IT DESERVE TO BE RECORDED THAT HE SAT UPON THE ASS AND THE FOAL AND ENTERED INTO THE CITY? AND HOW DOES ZECHARIAH PROPHESY ABOUT CHRIST WHEN HE SAYS, ZECHARIAH 9:9 "REJOICE GREATLY, THOU DAUGHTER OF ZION, PROCLAIM IT, THOU DAUGHTER OF JERUSALEM. BEHOLD YOUR KING COMES UNTO YOU, JUST IS HE AND BRINGING SALVATION, MEEK AND SITTING ON AN ASS AND A YOUNG FOAL"? IF IT BE THE CASE THAT THIS PROPHECY PREDICTS SIMPLY THE MATERIAL INCIDENT DESCRIBED BY THE EVANGELISTS, HOW CAN THOSE WHO STAND ON THE LETTER MAINTAIN THAT THIS IS SO WITH REGARD TO THE FOLLOWING PART ALSO OF THE PROPHECY, WHICH RUNS: " AND HE SHALL DESTROY CHARIOTS FROM EPHRAIM AND HORSE FROM JERUSALEM, AND THE BOW OF THE WARRIOR SHALL BE DESTROYED, AND A MULTITUDE AND PEACE FROM THE GENTILES, AND HE SHALL RULE OVER THE WATERS AS FAR AS THE SEA, AND THE RIVERS TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, " ETC. IT IS TO BE NOTED, TOO, THAT MATTHEW DOES NOT GIVE THE WORDS AS THEY ARE FOUND IN THE PROPHET, FOR INSTEAD OF " REJOICE GREATLY, THOU DAUGHTER OF ZION, PROCLAIM IT, THOU DAUGHTER OF JERUSALEM, " HE MAKES IT, " TELL YE THE DAUGHTER OF ZION. " HE CURTAILS THE PROPHETIC UTTERANCE BY OMITTING THE WORDS, " JUST IS HE AND BRINGING SALVATION, " THEN HE GIVES, " MEEK AND SITTING, " AS IN THE ORIGINAL, BUT INSTEAD OF " ON AN ASS AND A YOUNG COLT, " HE GIVES, " ON AN ASS AND A COLT THE FOAL OF AN ASS. " THE JEWS, EXAMINING INTO THE APPLICATION OF THE PROPHECY TO WHAT IS RECORDED ABOUT JESUS, PRESS US IN A WAY WE CANNOT OVERLOOK WITH THE ENQUIRY HOW JESUS DESTROYED CHARIOTS OUT OF EPHRAIM AND HORSE FROM JERUSALEM, AND HOW HE DESTROYED THE BOW OF THE ENEMY AND DID THE OTHER DEEDS MENTIONED IN THE PASSAGE. SO MUCH WITH REGARD TO THE PROPHECY. OUR LITERAL INTERPRETERS, HOWEVER, IF THERE IS NOTHING WORTHY OF THE APPEARANCE OF THE SON OF GOD IN THE ASS AND THE FOAL, MAY PERHAPS POINT TO THE LENGTH OF THE ROAD FOR AN EXPLANATION. BUT, IN THE FIRST PLACE, FIFTEEN STADES ARE NOT A GREAT DISTANCE AND AFFORD NO REASONABLE EXPLANATION OF THE MATTER, AND, IN THE SECOND PLACE, THEY WOULD HAVE TO TELL US HOW TWO BEASTS OF BURDEN WERE NEEDED FOR SO SHORT A JOURNEY; " HE SAT, " IT IS SAID, " ON THEM. " AND THEN THE WORDS: " IF ANY MAN, SAY AUGHT UNTO YOU, SAY YE THAT THE LORD HAS NEED OF THEM, AND STRAIGHTWAY HE WILL SEND THEM. " IT DOES NOT APPEAR TO ME TO BE WORTHY OF THE GREATNESS OF THE SON'S DIVINITY TO SAY THAT SUCH A NATURE AS HIS CONFESSED THAT IT HAD NEED OF AN ASS TO BE LOOSED FROM ITS BONDS AND OF A FOAL TO COME WITH IT; FOR EVERYTHING THE SON OF GOD HAS NEED OF SHOULD BE GREAT AND WORTHY OF HIS GOODNESS. AND THEN THE VERY GREAT MULTITUDE STREWING THEIR GARMENTS IN THE WAY, WHILE JESUS ALLOWS THEM TO DO SO AND DOES NOT REBUKE THEM, AS IS CLEAR FROM THE WORDS USED IN ANOTHER PASSAGE, LUKE 19:40 " IF THESE SHOULD HOLD THEIR PEACE, THE STONES WILL CRY OUT. " I DO NOT KNOW IF IT DOES NOT INDICATE A CERTAIN DEGREE OF STUPIDITY ON THE PART OF THE WRITER TO TAKE DELIGHT IN SUCH THINGS, IF NOTHING MORE IS MEANT BY THEM THAN WHAT LIES ON THE SURFACE. AND THE BRANCHES BEING CUT DOWN FROM THE TREES AND STREWN ON THE ROAD WHERE THE ASSES GO BY, SURELY, THEY ARE RATHER A HINDRANCE TO HIM WHO IS THE CENTRE OF THE THRONG THAN A WELL-DEVISED RECEPTION OF HIM. THE DIFFICULTIES WHICH MET US ON THE PART OF THOSE WHO WERE CAST OUT OF THE TEMPLE BY JESUS MEET US HERE IN A STILL GREATER DEGREE. IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, HE CASTS OUT THOSE WHO BOUGHT, BUT MATTHEW SAYS THAT HE CAST OUT THOSE WHO SOLD AND THOSE WHO BOUGHT IN THE TEMPLE. AND THE BUYERS WOULD NATURALLY BE MORE NUMEROUS THAN THE SELLERS. WE HAVE TO CONSIDER IF THE CASTING OUT OF BUYERS AND SELLERS IN THE TEMPLE WAS NOT OUT OF KEEPING WITH THE REPUTATION OF ONE WHO WAS THOUGHT TO BE THE SON OF A CARPENTER, UNLESS, AS WE SAID BEFORE, IT WAS BY A DIVINE POWER THAT HE SUBJECTED THEM. THE WORDS ADDRESSED TO THEM, TOO, ARE HARSHER IN THE OTHER EVANGELISTS THAN IN JOHN. FOR JOHN SAYS THAT JESUS SAID TO THEM, " MAKE NOT MY FATHER'S HOUSE A HOUSE OF MERCHANDISE, " WHILE IN THE OTHERS THEY ARE REBUKED FOR MAKING THE HOUSE OF PRAYER A DEN OF ROBBERS. NOW THE HOUSE OF HIS FATHER DID NOT ADMIT OF BEING TURNED INTO A DEN OF ROBBERS, THOUGH BY THE ACTS OF SINFUL MEN IT WAS BROUGHT TO BE A HOUSE OF MERCHANDISE. IT WAS NOT ONLY THE HOUSE OF PRAYER, BUT IN FACT THE HOUSE OF GOD, AND BY FORCE OF HUMAN NEGLECT IT HARBOURED ROBBERS, AND WAS TURNED NOT ONLY INTO THEIR HOUSE BUT THEIR DEN—A THING WHICH NO SKILL, EITHER OF ARCHITECTURE OR OF REASON, COULD MAKE IT.
18. THE ASS AND THE COLT ARE THE OLD AND THE NEW TESTAMENT. SPIRITUAL MEANING OF THE VARIOUS FEATURES OF THE STORY. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN JOHN'S NARRATIVE AND THAT OF THE OTHER EVANGELISTS.
NOW TO SEE INTO THE REAL TRUTH OF THESE MATTERS IS THE PART OF THAT TRUE INTELLIGENCE WHICH IS GIVEN TO THOSE WHO CAN SAY, 1 CORINTHIANS 2:16 " BUT WE HAVE THE MIND OF CHRIST THAT WE MAY SEE THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE FREELY GIVEN TO US OF GOD; " AND DOUBTLESS IT IS BEYOND OUR POWERS. FOR NEITHER IS THE RULING PRINCIPLE IN OUR SOUL FREE FROM AGITATION, NOR ARE OUR EYES SUCH AS THOSE OF THE FAIR BRIDE OF CHRIST SHOULD BE, OF WHICH THE BRIDEGROOM SAYS, SONG OF SONGS 1:15 " THY EYES ARE DOVES, " SIGNIFYING, PERHAPS, IN A RIDDLE, THE OBSERVANT POWER WHICH DWELLS IN THE SPIRITUAL, BECAUSE THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME LIKE A DOVE TO OUR LORD AND TO THE LORD IN EVERY ONE [EPHESIANS 4:6]. SUCH AS WE ARE, HOWEVER, WE WILL NOT DELAY, BUT WILL FEEL ABOUT THE WORDS OF LIFE WHICH HAVE BEEN SPOKEN TO US AND STRIVE TO LAY HOLD OF THAT POWER IN THEM WHICH FLOWS TO HIM WHO TOUCHES THEM IN FAITH. NOW JESUS IS THE WORD OF GOD WHICH GOES INTO THE SOUL THAT IS CALLED JERUSALEM, RIDING ON THE ASS FREED BY THE DISCIPLES FROM ITS BONDS. THAT IS TO SAY, ON THE SIMPLE LANGUAGE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, INTERPRETED BY THE TWO DISCIPLES WHO, LOOSE IT: IN THE FIRST PLACE HIM WHO APPLIES WHAT IS WRITTEN TO THE SERVICE OF THE SOUL AND SHOWS THE ALLEGORICAL SENSE OF IT WITH REFERENCE TO HER, AND IN THE SECOND PLACE HIM WHO BRINGS TO LIGHT BY THE THINGS WHICH LIE IN SHADOW THE GOOD AND TRUE THINGS OF THE FUTURE. BUT HE ALSO RIDES ON THE YOUNG COLT, THE NEW TESTAMENT; FOR IN BOTH ALIKE WE FIND THE WORD OF TRUTH WHICH PURIFIES US AND DRIVES AWAY ALL THOSE THOUGHTS IN US WHICH INCLINE TO SELLING AND BUYING. BUT HE DOES NOT COME ALONE TO JERUSALEM, THE SOUL, NOR ONLY WITH A FEW COMPANIONS; FOR MANY THINGS HAVE TO ENTER INTO US BEFORE THE WORD OF GOD WHICH MAKES US PERFECT, AND AS MANY THINGS HAVE TO COME AFTER HIM, ALL, HOWEVER, HYMNING AND GLORIFYING HIM AND PLACING UNDER HIM THEIR ORNAMENTS AND VESTURES, SO THAT THE BEASTS HE RIDES ON MAY NOT TOUCH THE GROUND, WHEN HE WHO DESCENDED OUT OF HEAVEN IS SEATED ON THEM. BUT THAT HIS BEARERS, THE OLD AND THE NEW WORDS OF SCRIPTURE, MAY BE RAISED YET HIGHER ABOVE THE GROUND, BRANCHES HAVE TO BE CUT DOWN FROM THE TREES THAT THEY MAY TREAD ON REASONABLE EXPOSITIONS. BUT THE MULTITUDES WHICH GO BEFORE AND FOLLOW HIM MAY ALSO SIGNIFY THE ANGELIC MINISTRATIONS, SOME OF WHICH PREPARE THE WAY FOR HIM IN OUR SOULS, AND HELP IN THEIR ADORNING, WHILE SOME COME AFTER HIS PRESENCE IN US, OF WHICH WE HAVE OFTEN SPOKEN, SO THAT WE NEED NOT NOW ADDUCE TESTIMONIES ABOUT IT. AND PERHAPS IT IS NOT WITHOUT REASON THAT I HAVE LIKENED TO AN ASS THE SURROUNDING VOICES WHICH CONDUCT THE WORD HIMSELF TO THE SOUL; FOR IT IS A BEAST OF BURDEN, AND MANY ARE THE BURDENS, HEAVY THE LOADS, WHICH ARE BROUGHT INTO VIEW FROM THE TEXT, ESPECIALLY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, AS HE CAN CLEARLY SEE WHO OBSERVES WHAT IS DONE IN THIS CONNECTION ON THE PART OF THE JEWS. BUT THE FOAL IS NOT A BEAST OF BURDEN IN THE SAME WAY AS THE ASS. FOR THOUGH EVERY LEAD OF THE LATTER BE HEAVY TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT IN THEMSELVES THE UPBEARING AND MOST LIGHTENING POWER OF THE SPIRIT, YET THE NEW WORD IS LESS HEAVY THAN THE OLD. I KNOW SOME WHO INTERPRET THE TIED-UP ASS AS BEING BELIEVERS FROM THE CIRCUMCISION, WHO ARE FREED FROM MANY BONDS BY THOSE WHO ARE TRULY AND SPIRITUALLY INSTRUCTED IN THE WORD; AND THE FOAL THEY TAKE TO BE THOSE FROM THE GENTILES, WHO BEFORE THEY RECEIVE THE WORD OF JESUS ARE FREE FROM ANY CONTROL AND SUBJECT TO NO YOKE IN THEIR UNBRIDLED AND PLEASURE-LOVING EXISTENCE. THE WRITERS I AM SPEAKING OF DO NOT SAY WHO THOSE ARE THAT GO BEFORE AND WHO THOSE FOLLOW AFTER; BUT THERE WOULD BE NO ABSURDITY IN SAYING THAT THOSE WHO WENT BEFORE WERE LIKE MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, AND THOSE WHO FOLLOWED AFTER THE HOLY APOSTLES. TO WHAT JERUSALEM ALL THESE GO IN IT IS NOW OUR BUSINESS TO ENQUIRE, AND WHAT IS THE HOUSE WHICH HAS MANY SELLERS AND BUYERS TO BE DRIVEN OUT BY THE SON OF GOD. AND PERHAPS THE JERUSALEM ABOVE TO WHICH THE LORD IS TO ASCEND DRIVING LIKE A CHARIOTEER THOSE OF THE CIRCUMCISION AND THE BELIEVERS OF THE GENTILES, WHILE PROPHETS AND APOSTLES GO BEFORE HIM AND FOLLOW AFTER HIM (OR IS IT THE ANGELS WHO MINISTER TO HIM, FOR THEY TOO MAY BE MEANT BY THOSE WHO GO BEFORE AND THOSE WHO FOLLOW), PERHAPS IT IS THAT CITY WHICH BEFORE HE ASCENDED TO IT CONTAINED THE SO-CALLED EPHESIANS 6:12 " SPIRITUAL HOSTS OF WICKEDNESS IN HEAVENLY PLACES, " OR THE CANAANITES AND HITTITES AND AMORITES AND THE OTHER ENEMIES OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD, AND IN A WORD, THE FOREIGNERS. FOR IN THAT REGION, TOO, IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR THE PROPHECY TO BE FULFILLED WHICH SAYS, ISAIAH 1:7 " YOUR COUNTRY IS DESOLATE, YOUR CITIES ARE BURNED WITH FIRE, YOUR LAND, STRANGERS DEVOUR IT IN YOUR PRESENCE. " FOR THESE ARE THEY WHO DEFILE AND TURN INTO A DEN OF ROBBERS, THAT IS, OF THEMSELVES THE HEAVENLY HOUSE OF THE FATHER, THE HOLY JERUSALEM, THE HOUSE OF PRAYER; HAVING SPURIOUS MONEY, AND GIVING PENCE AND SMALL CHANGE, CHEAP WORTHLESS COINAGE, TO ALL WHO COME TO THEM. THESE ARE THEY WHO, CONTENDING WITH THE SOULS, TAKE FROM THEM WHAT IS MOST PRECIOUS, ROBBING THEM OF THEIR BETTER PART TO RETURN TO THEM WHAT IS WORTH NOTHING. BUT THE DISCIPLES GO AND FIND THE ASS TIED AND LOOSE IT, FOR IT CANNOT HAVE JESUS ON ACCOUNT OF THE COVERING THAT IS LAID UPON IT BY THE LAW. 2 CORINTHIANS 3:14 AND THE COLT IS FOUND WITH IT, BOTH HAVING BEEN LOST TILL JESUS CAME; I MEAN, NAMELY, THOSE OF THE CIRCUMCISION AND THOSE OF THE GENTILES WHO AFTERWARDS BELIEVED. BUT HOW THESE ARE SENT BACK AGAIN AFTER JESUS HAS ASCENDED TO JERUSALEM SEATED UPON THEM, IT IS SOMEWHAT DANGEROUS TO SAY; FOR THERE IS SOMETHING MYSTICAL ABOUT IT, IN CONNECTION WITH THE CHANGE OF SAINTS INTO ANGELS. AFTER THAT CHANGE THEY WILL BE SENT BACK, IN THE AGE SUCCEEDING THIS ONE, LIKE THE MINISTERING SPIRITS, HEBREWS 1:11 WHO ARE SENT TO DO SERVICE FOR THE SAKE OF THEM WHO WILL THEREBY INHERIT SALVATION. BUT IF THE ASS AND THE FOAL ARE THE OLD AND THE NEW SCRIPTURES, ON WHICH THE WORD OF GOD RIDES, IT IS EASY TO SEE HOW, AFTER THE WORD HAS APPEARED IN THEM, THEY ARE SENT BACK AND DO NOT WAIT AFTER THE WORD HAS ENTERED JERUSALEM AMONG THOSE WHO HAVE CAST OUT ALL THE THOUGHTS OF SELLING AND BUYING. I CONSIDER, TOO, THAT IT IS NOT WITHOUT SIGNIFICANCE THAT THE PLACE WHERE THE ASS WAS FOUND TIED, AND THE FOAL, WAS A VILLAGE, AND A VILLAGE WITHOUT A NAME. FOR IN COMPARISON WITH THE GREAT WORLD IN HEAVEN, THE WHOLE EARTH IS A VILLAGE WHERE THE ASS IS FOUND TIED AND THE COLT, AND IT IS SIMPLY CALLED " THE VILLAGE " WITHOUT ANY OTHER DESIGNATION BEING ADDED TO IT. FROM BETHPHAGE MATTHEW SAYS THE DISCIPLES ARE SENT OUT WHO ARE TO FETCH THE ASS AND THE COLT; AND BETHPHAGE IS A PRIESTLY PLACE, THE NAME OF WHICH MEANS " HOUSE OF JAW-BONES. " SO MUCH WE HAVE SAID, AS OUR POWER ALLOWED, ON THE TEXT OF MATTHEW, RESERVING FOR A FURTHER OPPORTUNITY, WHEN WE MAY BE PERMITTED TO TAKE UP THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW BY ITSELF, A MORE COMPLETE AND ACCURATE DISCUSSION OF HIS STATEMENTS. MARK AND LUKE SAY THAT THE TWO DISCIPLES, ACTING ON THEIR MASTER'S INSTRUCTIONS, FOUND A FOAL TIED, ON WHICH NO ONE HAD EVER SAT, AND THAT THEY, LOOSED IT AND BROUGHT IT TO THE LORD. MARK ADDS THAT THEY FOUND THE FOAL TIED AT THE DOOR, OUTSIDE ON THE ROAD. BUT WHO IS OUTSIDE? THOSE OF THE GENTILES WHO WERE STRANGERS EPHESIANS 2:12 FROM THE COVENANTS, AND ALIENS TO THE PROMISE OF GOD; THEY ARE ON THE ROAD, NOT RESTING UNDER A ROOF OR A HOUSE, BOUND BY THEIR OWN SINS, AND TO BE LOOSED BY THE TWOFOLD KNOWLEDGE SPOKEN OF ABOVE, OF THE FRIENDS OF JESUS. AND THE BONDS WITH WHICH THE FOAL WAS TIED, AND THE SINS COMMITTED AGAINST THE WHOLESOME LAW AND REPROVED BY IT, FOR IT IS THE GATE OF LIFE, IN RESPECT OF IT, I SAY, THEY WERE NOT INSIDE BUT OUTSIDE THE DOOR, FOR PERHAPS INSIDE THE DOOR THERE CANNOT BE ANY SUCH BOND OF WICKEDNESS. BUT THERE WERE SOME PERSONS STANDING BESIDE THE TIED-UP FOAL, AS MARK SAYS; THOSE, I SUPPOSE, WHO HAD TIED IT; AS LUKE RECORDS, IT WAS THE MASTERS OF THE FOAL WHO SAID TO THE DISCIPLES, WHY LOOSE YE THE FOAL? FOR THOSE LORDS WHO SUBJECTED AND BOUND THE SINNER ARE ILLEGAL MASTERS AND CANNOT LOOK THE TRUE MASTER IN THE FACE WHEN HE FREES THE FOAL FROM ITS BONDS. THUS, WHEN THE DISCIPLES SAY, " THE LORD HAS NEED OF HIM, " THESE WICKED MASTERS HAVE NOTHING TO SAY IN REPLY. THE DISCIPLES THEN BRING THE FOAL TO JESUS NAKED, AND PUT THEIR OWN DRESS ON IT, SO THAT THE LORD MAY SIT ON THE DISCIPLES' GARMENTS WHICH ARE ON IT, AT HIS EASE. WHAT IS SAID FURTHER WILL NOT, IN THE LIGHT OF MATTHEW'S STATEMENTS, PRESENT ANY DIFFICULTY; HOW MARK 11:15 " THEY COME TO JERUSALEM, AND ENTERING INTO THE TEMPLE HE BEGAN TO CAST OUT THEM THAT SOLD AND BOUGHT IN THE TEMPLE, " OR HOW LUKE 19:41 " WHEN HE DREW NIGH AND BEHELD THE CITY HE WEPT OVER IT; AND ENTERING INTO THE TEMPLE HE BEGAN TO CAST OUT THEM THAT SOLD. " FOR IN SOME OF THOSE WHO HAVE THE TEMPLE IN THEMSELVES HE CASTS OUT ALL THAT SELL AND BUY IN THE TEMPLE; BUT IN OTHERS WHO DO NOT QUITE OBEY THE WORD OF GOD, HE ONLY MAKES A BEGINNING OF CASTING OUT THE SELLERS AND BUYERS. THERE IS A THIRD CLASS ALSO BESIDES THESE, IN WHICH HE BEGAN TO CAST OUT THE SELLERS ONLY, AND NOT ALSO THE BUYERS. WITH JOHN, ON THE CONTRARY, THEY ARE ALL CAST OUT BY THE SCOURGE WOVEN OF SMALL CORDS, ALONG WITH THE SHEEP AND THE OXEN. IT SHOULD BE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED WHETHER IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE CHANGES OF THE THINGS DESCRIBED AND THE DISCREPANCIES FOUND IN THEM CAN BE SATISFACTORILY SOLVED BY THE ANAGOGIC METHOD. EACH OF THE EVANGELISTS ASCRIBES TO THE WORD DIFFERENT MODES OF ACTION, WHICH PRODUCE IN SOULS OF DIFFERENT TEMPERS NOT THE SAME EFFECTS BUT YET SIMILAR ONES. THE DISCREPANCY WE NOTICED IN RESPECT OF JESUS' JOURNEYS TO JERUSALEM, WHICH THE GOSPEL NOW IN HAND REPORTS QUITE DIFFERENTLY FROM THE OTHER THREE, AS WE HAVE EXPOUNDED THEIR WORDS, CANNOT BE MADE GOOD IN ANY OTHER WAY. JOHN GIVES STATEMENTS WHICH ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE OF THE OTHER THREE BUT NOT THE SAME; INSTEAD OF BRANCHES CUT FROM THE TREES OR STUBBLE BROUGHT FROM THE FIELDS AND STREWED ON THE ROAD HE SAYS THEY TOOK BRANCHES OF PALM TREES. HE SAYS THAT MUCH PEOPLE HAD COME TO THE FEAST, AND THAT THESE WENT OUT TO MEET HIM, CRYING, " BLESSED IS HE THAT COMES IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD, " AND " BLESSED IS THE KING OF ISRAEL. " HE ALSO SAYS THAT IT WAS JESUS HIMSELF WHO FOUND THE YOUNG ASS ON WHICH CHRIST SAT, AND THE PHRASE, YOUNG ASS, DOUBTLESS CONVEYS SOME ADDITIONAL MEANING, AS THE SMALL ANIMAL AFFORDED A BENEFIT NOT OF MEN, NOR THROUGH MEN, BUT THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. JOHN MOREOVER DOES NOT, ANY MORE THAN THE OTHERS, REPRODUCE THE PROPHETIC WORDS EXACTLY; INSTEAD OF THEM HE GIVES US " FEAR NOT, O DAUGHTER OF ZION; BEHOLD YOUR KING COMES SITTING " (INSTEAD OF " MOUNTED ") " ON THE FOAL OF AN ASS " (FOR " ON AN ASS AND A YOUNG FOAL "). THE WORDS " FEAR NOT, DAUGHTER OF ZION, " ARE NOT IN THE PROPHET AT ALL. BUT AS THE PROPHETIC UTTERANCE HAS BEEN APPLIED BY ALL IN THIS WAY, LET US SEE IF THERE WAS NOT A NECESSITY THAT THE DAUGHTER OF ZION SHOULD REJOICE GREATLY AND THAT THE GREATER THAN SHE, THE DAUGHTER OF JERUSALEM, SHOULD NOT ONLY REJOICE GREATLY BUT SHOULD ALSO PROCLAIM IT WHEN HER KING WAS COMING TO HER, JUST AND BRINGING SALVATION, AND MEEK, HAVING MOUNTED AN ASS AND A YOUNG COLT. WHOEVER, THEN, RECEIVES HIM WILL NO LONGER BE AFRAID OF THOSE WHO ARE ARMED WITH THE SPECIOUS DISCOURSES OF THE HETERODOX, THOSE CHARIOTS OF EPHRAIM SAID TO BE DESTROYED BY THE LORD, ZECHARIAH 9:10 NOR THE HORSE, THE VAIN THING FOR SAFETY, THAT IS THE MAD DESIRE WHICH HAS ACCUSTOMED ITSELF TO THE THINGS OF SENSE AND WHICH IS INJURIOUS TO MANY OF THOSE WHO DESIRE TO DWELL IN JERUSALEM AND TO ATTEND TO THE SOUND WORD. IT IS ALSO FITTING TO REJOICE AT THE DESTRUCTION BY HIM WHO RIDES ON THE ASS AND THE YOUNG FOAL OF EVERY HOSTILE DART, SINCE THE FIERY DARTS OF THE ENEMY ARE NO LONGER TO PREVAIL OVER HIM WHO HAS RECEIVED JESUS TO HIS OWN TEMPLE. AND THERE WILL ALSO BE A MULTITUDE FROM THE GENTILES WITH PEACE ZECHARIAH 9:9-10 AT THE SAVIOUR'S COMING TO JERUSALEM, WHEN HE RULES OVER THE WATERS THAT HE MAY BRUISE THE HEAD OF THE DRAGON ON THE WATER, AND WE SHALL TREAD UPON THE WAVES OF THE SEA AND TO THE MOUTHS OF ALL THE RIVERS ON THE EARTH. MARK, HOWEVER, WRITING ABOUT THE FOAL, REPORTS THE LORD TO HAVE SAID, " ON WHICH NEVER MAN SAT; " AND HE SEEMS TO ME TO HINT AT THE CIRCUMSTANCE THAT THOSE WHO AFTERWARDS BELIEVED HAD NEVER SUBMITTED TO THE WORD BEFORE JESUS' COMING TO THEM. FOR OF MEN, PERHAPS, NO ONE HAD EVER SATE ON THE FOAL, BUT OF HEARTS OR OF POWERS ALIEN TO THE WORD SOME HAD SATE ON IT, SINCE IN THE PROPHET ISAIAH THE WEALTH OF OPPOSING POWERS IS SAID TO BE BORNE ON ASSES AND CAMELS. ISAIAH 30:6 " IN THE DISTRESS AND THE AFFLICTION, " HE WRITES, " THE LION AND THE LION'S WHELP, WHENCE ALSO THE OFFSPRING OF FLYING ASPS, WHO CARRIED THEIR RICHES ON ASSES AND CAMELS. " THE QUESTION OCCURS AGAIN, FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NO MIND BUT FOR THE BARE WORDS, IF ACCORDING TO THEIR VIEW THE WORDS, " ON WHICH NEVER MAN SAT, " ARE NOT QUITE MEANINGLESS. FOR WHO BUT A MAN EVER SITS ON A FOAL? SO MUCH OF OUR VIEWS.
19. VARIOUS VIEWS OF HERACLEON ON PURGING OF THE TEMPLE.
LET US SEE WHAT HERACLEON MAKES OF THIS. HE SAYS THAT THE ASCENT TO JERUSALEM SIGNIFIES THE LORD'S GOING UP FROM MATERIAL THINGS TO THE SPIRITUAL PLACE, WHICH IS A LIKENESS OF JERUSALEM. AND HE CONSIDERS THAT THE WORDS ARE, " HE FOUND IN THE TEMPLE, " AND NOT " IN THE SANCTUARY, " BECAUSE THE LORD IS NOT TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS INSTRUMENTAL IN THAT CALL ONLY, WHICH TAKES PLACE WHERE THE SPIRIT IS NOT. HE CONSIDERS THE TEMPLE TO BE THE HOLY OF HOLIES, INTO WHICH NONE BUT THE HIGH-PRIEST ENTERS, AND THERE I BELIEVE HE SAYS THAT THE SPIRITUAL GO; WHILE THE COURT OF THE TEMPLE, WHERE THE LEVITES ALSO ENTER, IS A SYMBOL OF THESE PSYCHICAL ONES WHO ARE SAVED, BUT OUTSIDE THE PLEROMA. THEN THOSE WHO ARE FOUND IN THE TEMPLE SELLING OXEN AND SHEEP AND DOVES, AND THE MONEY-CHANGERS SITTING, HE TOOK TO REPRESENT THOSE WHO ATTRIBUTE NOTHING TO GRACE, BUT REGARD THE ENTRANCE OF STRANGERS TO THE TEMPLE AS A MATTER OF MERCHANDISE AND GAIN, AND WHO MINISTER THE SACRIFICES FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD, WITH A VIEW TO THEIR OWN GAIN AND LOVE OF MONEY. AND THE SCOURGE WHICH JESUS MADE OF SMALL CORDS AND DID NOT RECEIVE FROM ANOTHER, HE EXPOUNDS IN A WAY OF HIS OWN, SAYING THAT THE SCOURGE IS AN IMAGE OF THE POWER AND ENERGY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, DRIVING OUT BY HIS BREATH THOSE WHO ARE BAD. AND HE DECLARES THAT THE SCOURGE AND THE LINEN AND THE NAPKIN AND OTHER THINGS OF SUCH A KIND ARE SYMBOLIC OF THE POWER AND ENERGY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. THEN HE ASSUMES WHAT IS NOT WRITTEN, AS THAT THE SCOURGE WAS TIED TO A PIECE OF WOOD, AND THIS WOOD HE TAKES TO BE A TYPE OF THE CROSS; ON THIS WOOD THE GAMBLERS, MERCHANTS, AND ALL EVIL WAS NAILED UP AND DONE AWAY. IN SEARCHING INTO THE ACT OF JESUS, AND DISCUSSING THE COMPOSITION OF THE SCOURGE OUT OF TWO SUBSTANCES, HE ROMANCES IN AN EXTRAORDINARY WAY; HE DID NOT MAKE IT, HE SAYS, OF DEAD LEATHER. HE WISHED TO MAKE THE CHURCH NO LONGER A DEN OF ROBBERS, BUT THE HOUSE OF HIS FATHER. WE MUST HERE SAY WHAT IS MOST NECESSARY ON THE DIVINITY, AS REFERRED TO IN HERACLEON'S TEXT. IF JESUS CALLS THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM THE HOUSE OF HIS FATHER, AND THAT TEMPLE WAS MADE IN HONOUR OF HIM WHO MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, WHY ARE WE NOT AT ONCE TOLD THAT HE IS THE SON OF NO ONE ELSE THAN THE MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD? TO THIS HOUSE OF THE FATHER OF JESUS, AS BEING THE HOUSE OF PRAYER, THE APOSTLES OF CHRIST ALSO, AS WE FIND IN THEIR " ACTS, " ARE TOLD ACTS 5:20 BY THE ANGEL TO GO AND TO STAND THERE AND PREACH ALL THE WORDS OF THIS LIFE. BUT THEY CAME TO THE HOUSE OF PRAYER, THROUGH THE BEAUTIFUL GATE, TO PRAY THERE, A THING THEY WOULD NOT HAVE DONE HAD THEY NOT KNOWN HIM TO BE THE SAME WITH THE GOD WORSHIPPED BY THOSE WHO HAD DEDICATED THAT TEMPLE. HENCE, TOO, THEY SAY, THOSE WHO OBEYED GOD RATHER THAN MEN, PETER AND THE APOSTLES, " THE GOD ACTS 5:29-30 OF OUR FATHERS RAISED UP JESUS, WHOM YOU SLEW, HANGING HIM ON A TREE; " FOR THEY KNOW THAT BY NO OTHER GOD WAS JESUS RAISED FROM THE DEAD BUT THE GOD OF THE FATHERS, WHOM JESUS ALSO EXTOLS AS THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB, WHO ARE NOT DEAD BUT LIVING. HOW, TOO, COULD THE DISCIPLES, IF THE HOUSE WAS NOT THAT OF THE SAME GOD WITH THE GOD OF CHRIST, HAVE REMEMBERED THE SAYING IN THE SIXTY-NINTH PSALM, " THE ZEAL OF YOUR HOUSE SHALL DEVOUR ME; " FOR THUS IT IS FOUND IN THE PROPHET, AND NOT " HAS DEVOURED ME. " NOW CHRIST IS ZEALOUS PRINCIPALLY FOR THAT HOUSE OF GOD WHICH IS IN EACH OF US; HE DOES NOT WISH THAT IT SHOULD BE A HOUSE OF MERCHANDISE, NOR THAT THE HOUSE OF PRAYER SHOULD BE A DEN OF ROBBERS; FOR HE IS THE SON OF A JEALOUS GOD. WE OUGHT TO GIVE A LIBERAL INTERPRETATION TO SUCH UTTERANCES OF SCRIPTURE; THEY SPEAK OF HUMAN THINGS, BUT IN THE WAY OF METAPHOR, TO SHOW THAT GOD DESIRES THAT NOTHING FOREIGN SHOULD BE MIXED UP WITH HIS WILL IN THE SOUL OF ALL MEN, INDEED, BUT PRINCIPALLY OF THOSE WHO ARE MINDED TO ACCEPT THE MESSAGE OF OUR MOST DIVINE FAITH. BUT WE MUST REMEMBER THAT THE SIXTY-NINTH PSALM, WHICH CONTAINS THE WORDS, " THE ZEAL OF YOUR HOUSE SHALL DEVOUR ME, " AND A LITTLE FURTHER ON, " THEY GAVE ME GALL FOR MY DRINK AND FOR MY THIRST THEY GAVE ME VINEGAR, " BOTH TEXTS BEING RECORDED IN THE GOSPELS, THAT THAT PSALM IS SPOKEN IN THE PERSON OF THE CHRIST, AND NOWHERE SHOWS ANY CHANGE OF PERSON. IT SHOWS A GREAT WANT OF OBSERVATION ON HERACLEON'S PART THAT HE CONSIDERS THE WORDS, " THE ZEAL OF YOUR HOUSE SHALL DEVOUR ME, " TO BE SPOKEN IN THE PERSON OF THOSE POWERS WHICH WERE CAST OUT AND DESTROYED BY THE SAVIOUR; HE FAILS TO SEE THE CONNECTION OF THE PROPHECY IN THE PSALM. FOR IF THESE WORDS ARE UNDERSTOOD AS SPOKEN BY THE EXPELLED AND DESTROYED POWERS, IT FOLLOWS THAT HE MUST TAKE THE WORDS, " THEY GAVE ME VINEGAR TO DRINK, " WHICH ARE A PART OF THE SAME PSALM, TO BE ALSO SPOKEN BY THOSE POWERS. WHAT MISLED HIM WAS PROBABLY THAT HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND HOW THE " SHALL DEVOUR ME " COULD BE SPOKEN BY CHRIST, SINCE HE DID NOT APPRECIATE THE WAY IN WHICH ANTHROPOPATHIC STATEMENTS ARE APPLIED TO GOD AND TO CHRIST.
20. THE TEMPLE WHICH CHRIST SAYS HE WILL RAISE UP IS THE CHURCH. HOW THE DRY BONES WILL BE MADE TO LIVE AGAIN.
" THE JEWS THEN ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM, WHAT SIGN SHOWEST THOU UNTO US, SEEING THAT THOU DOEST THESE THINGS? JOHN 2:18-19 JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM, DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE IT UP. " THOSE OF THE BODY, AND THOSE WHO INCLINE TO MATERIAL THINGS, SEEM TO ME TO BE MEANT BY THE JEWS, WHO, AFTER JESUS HAS DRIVEN OUT THOSE WHO MAKE GOD'S HOUSE A HOUSE OF MERCHANDISE, ARE ANGRY AT HIM FOR TREATING THESE MATTERS IN SUCH A WAY, AND DEMAND A SIGN, A SIGN WHICH WILL SHOW THAT THE WORD, WHOM THEY DO NOT RECEIVE, HAS A RIGHT TO DO SUCH THINGS. THE SAVIOUR JOINS ON TO HIS STATEMENT ABOUT THE TEMPLE A STATEMENT WHICH IS REALLY ONE WITH THE FORMER, ABOUT HIS OWN BODY, AND TO THE QUESTION, WHAT SIGN DOEST THOU, SEEING THAT THOU DOEST SUCH THINGS? ANSWERS, " DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE IT UP. " HE COULD HAVE EXHIBITED A THOUSAND OTHER SIGNS, BUT TO THE QUESTION, " SEEING THAT THOU DOEST SUCH THINGS, " HE COULD NOT ANSWER ANYTHING ELSE; HE FITTINGLY GAVE THE ANSWER ABOUT THE SIGN CONNECTED WITH THE TEMPLE, AND NOT ABOUT SIGNS UNCONNECTED WITH THE TEMPLE. NOW, BOTH OF THESE TWO THINGS, THE TEMPLE AND THE BODY OF JESUS, APPEAR TO ME, IN ONE INTERPRETATION AT LEAST, TO BE TYPES OF THE CHURCH, AND TO SIGNIFY THAT IT IS BUILT OF LIVING STONES, 1 PETER 2:5 A SPIRITUAL HOUSE FOR A HOLY PRIESTHOOD, BUILT EPHESIANS 2:20 ON THE FOUNDATION OF THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS, CHRIST JESUS BEING THE HEAD CORNER-STONE; AND IT IS, THEREFORE, CALLED A TEMPLE. NOW, FROM THE TEXT, 1 CORINTHIANS 12:27 " YOU ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST, AND MEMBERS EACH IN HIS PART, " WE SEE THAT EVEN THOUGH THE HARMONIOUS FITTING OF THE STONES OF THE TEMPLE APPEAR TO BE DISSOLVED AND SCATTERED, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE TWENTY-SECOND PSALM THAT ALL THE BONES OF CHRIST ARE, BY THE PLOTS MADE AGAINST IT IN PERSECUTIONS AND AFFLICTIONS, ON THE PART OF THOSE WHO WAR AGAINST THE UNITY OF THE TEMPLE IN PERSECUTIONS, YET THE TEMPLE WILL BE RAISED AGAIN, AND THE BODY WILL RISE AGAIN ON THE THIRD DAY AFTER THE DAY OF EVIL WHICH THREATENS IT, AND THE DAY OF CONSUMMATION WHICH FOLLOWS. FOR THE THIRD DAY WILL RISE ON THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH, WHEN THESE BONES, THE WHOLE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, EZEKIEL 37:11 WILL RISE IN THE GREAT LORD'S DAY, DEATH HAVING BEEN OVERCOME. AND THUS, THE RESURRECTION OF THE SAVIOUR FROM THE PASSION OF THE CROSS CONTAINS THE MYSTERY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE WHOLE BODY OF CHRIST. BUT AS THAT MATERIAL BODY OF JESUS WAS SACRIFICED FOR CHRIST, AND WAS BURIED, AND WAS AFTERWARDS RAISED, SO THE WHOLE BODY OF CHRIST'S SAINTS IS CRUCIFIED ALONG WITH HIM, AND NOW LIVES NO LONGER; FOR EACH OF THEM, LIKE PAUL, GLORIES GALATIANS 6:14 IN NOTHING BUT THE CROSS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THROUGH WHICH HE IS CRUCIFIED TO THE WORLD, AND THE WORLD TO HIM. NOT ONLY, THEREFORE, IS IT CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST, AND CRUCIFIED TO THE WORLD; IT IS ALSO BURIED WITH CHRIST, FOR WE WERE BURIED WITH CHRIST, PAUL SAYS. ROMANS 6:4 AND THEN HE SAYS, AS IF ENJOYING SOME EARNEST OF THE RESURRECTION, " WE ROSE WITH HIM, " BECAUSE HE WALKS IN A CERTAIN NEWNESS OF LIFE, THOUGH NOT YET RISEN IN THAT BLESSED AND PERFECT RESURRECTION WHICH IS HOPED FOR. EITHER, THEN, HE IS NOW CRUCIFIED, AND AFTERWARDS IS BURIED, OR HE IS NOW BURIED AND TAKEN DOWN FROM THE CROSS, AND, BEING NOW BURIED, IS TO RISE AT SOME FUTURE TIME. BUT TO MOST OF US THE MYSTERY OF THE RESURRECTION IS A GREAT ONE, AND DIFFICULT OF CONTEMPLATION; IT IS SPOKEN OF IN MANY OTHER PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE, AND IS SPECIALLY ANNOUNCED IN THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE OF EZEKIEL: " AND THE [TERRIBLE] HAND OF THE LORD WAS UPON ME, AND HE LED ME OUT IN THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD, AND SET ME IN THE MIDST OF THE PLAIN, AND IT WAS FULL OF HUMAN BONES. AND HE LED ME ROUND ABOUT THEM IN A CIRCLE, AND BEHOLD THERE WERE VERY MANY ON THE FACE OF THE PLAIN, AND BEHOLD THEY WERE VERY DRY. AND HE SAID TO ME, SON OF MAN, SHALL THESE BONES LIVE? AND I SAID, LORD, LORD, THOU KNOWEST. AND HE SAID TO ME, PROPHESY TO THESE BONES, AND YOU SHALL SAY TO THEM, HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD, YOU, DRY BONES; " AND A LITTLE FURTHER ON, " AND THE LORD SPOKE TO ME, SAYING, SON OF MAN, THESE BONES ARE THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND THEY SAY, OUR BONES ARE BECOME DRY, OUR HOPE IS LOST, WE HAVE BREATHED OUR LAST. " FOR WHAT BONES ARE THESE WHICH ARE ADDRESSED, " HEAR YE THE WORD OF THE LORD, " AS IF THEY HEARD THE WORD OF THE LORD? THEY BELONG TO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, OR TO THE BODY OF CHRIST, OF WHICH THE LORD SAYS, " ALL MY BONES ARE SCATTERED, " ALTHOUGH THE BONES OF HIS BODY WERE NOT SCATTERED, AND NOT EVEN ONE OF THEM WAS BROKEN. BUT WHEN THE RESURRECTION ITSELF TAKES PLACE OF THE TRUE AND MORE PERFECT BODY OF CHRIST, THEN THOSE WHO ARE NOW THE MEMBERS OF CHRIST, FOR THEY WILL THEN BE DRY BONES, WILL BE BROUGHT TOGETHER, BONE TO BONE, AND FITTING TO FITTING (FOR NONE OF THOSE WHO ARE DESTITUTE OF FITTING (ἁΡΜΟΝίΑ) WILL COME TO THE PERFECT MAN), TO THE MEASURE EPHESIANS 4:13 OF THE STATURE OF THE FULNESS OF THE BODY OF CHRIST. AND THEN THE MANY MEMBERS WILL BE THE ONE BODY, ALL OF THEM, THOUGH MANY, BECOMING MEMBERS OF ONE BODY. BUT IT BELONGS TO GOD ALONE TO MAKE THE DISTINCTION OF FOOT AND HAND AND EYE AND HEARING AND SMELLING, WHICH IN ONE SENSE FILL UP THE HEAD, BUT IN ANOTHER THE FEET AND THE REST OF THE MEMBERS, AND THE WEAKER AND HUMBLER ONES, THE MORE AND THE LESS HONOURABLE. GOD WILL TEMPER THE BODY TOGETHER, AND THEN, RATHER THAN NOW, HE WILL GIVE TO THAT WHICH LACKS THE MORE ABUNDANT HONOUR, THAT THERE MAY BE, BY NO MEANS, ANY SCHISM IN THE BODY, BUT THAT THE MEMBERS MAY HAVE THE SAME CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER, AND, IF ANY MEMBER BE WELL OFF, ALL THE MEMBERS MAY SHARE IN ITS GOOD THINGS, OR IF ANY MEMBER BE GLORIFIED, ALL THE MEMBERS MAY REJOICE WITH IT.
21. THAT THE SON WAS RAISED UP BY THE FATHER. THE CHARGE BROUGHT AGAINST JESUS AT HIS TRIAL WAS BASED ON THE INCIDENT NOW BEFORE US.
WHAT I HAVE SAID IS NOT ALIEN TO THE PASSAGE NOW ENGAGING US, DEALING AS IT DOES WITH THE TEMPLE AND THOSE CAST OUT FROM IT, OF WHICH THE SAVIOUR SAYS, " THE ZEAL OF YOUR HOUSE SHALL DEVOUR ME; " AND WITH THE JEWS WHO ASKED THAT A SIGN SHOULD BE SHOWED THEM, AND THE SAVIOUR'S ANSWER TO THEM, IN WHICH HE COMBINES THE DISCOURSE ON THE TEMPLE WITH THAT ON HIS OWN BODY, AND SAYS, " DESTROY THIS TEMPLE AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE IT UP. " FOR FROM THIS TEMPLE, WHICH IS THE BODY OF CHRIST, EVERYTHING THAT IS IRRATIONAL AND SAVOURS OF MERCHANDISE MUST BE DRIVEN AWAY, THAT IT MAY NO LONGER BE A HOUSE OF MERCHANDISE. AND THIS TEMPLE MUST BE DESTROYED BY THOSE WHO PLOT AGAINST THE WORD OF GOD, AND AFTER ITS DESTRUCTION BE RAISED AGAIN ON THAT THIRD DAY WHICH WE DISCUSSED ABOVE; WHEN THE DISCIPLES ALSO WILL REMEMBER WHAT HE, THE WORD, SAID BEFORE THE TEMPLE OF GOD WAS DESTROYED, AND WILL BELIEVE, NOT ONLY THEIR KNOWLEDGE BUT THEIR FAITH ALSO BEING THEN MADE PERFECT, AND THAT BY THE WORD WHICH JESUS SPOKE. AND EVERY ONE WHO IS OF THIS NATURE, JESUS PURIFYING HIM, JOHN 15:3 PUTS AWAY THINGS THAT ARE IRRATIONAL AND THINGS THAT SAVOUR OF SELLING, TO BE DESTROYED ON ACCOUNT OF THE ZEAL OF THE LOGOS THAT IS IN HIM. BUT THEY ARE DESTROYED TO BE RAISED AGAIN BY JESUS, NOT ON THE THIRD DAY, IF WE ATTEND TO THE EXACT WORDS BEFORE US, BUT " IN THREE DAYS. " FOR THE RISING AGAIN OF THE TEMPLE TAKES PLACE ON THE FIRST DAY AFTER IT HAS BEEN DESTROYED AND ON THE SECOND DAY, AND ITS RESURRECTION IS ACCOMPLISHED IN ALL THE THREE DAYS. HENCE A RESURRECTION BOTH HAS BEEN AND IS TO BE, IF INDEED WE WERE BURIED WITH CHRIST, AND ROSE WITH HIM. AND SINCE THE WORD, " WE ROSE WITH HIM, " DOES NOT COVER THE WHOLE OF THE RESURRECTION, " IN CHRIST SHALL ALL BE MADE ALIVE, 1 CORINTHIANS 15:22-24 BUT EVERY ONE IN HIS OWN ORDER, CHRIST THE FIRST FRUITS, THEN THEY THAT ARE CHRIST'S AT HIS COMING, AND THEN THE END. " IT BELONGS TO THE RESURRECTION THAT ONE SHOULD BE ON THE FIRST DAY IN THE PARADISE OF GOD, LUKE 23:43 AND IT BELONGS TO THE RESURRECTION WHEN JESUS APPEARS AND SAYS, " TOUCH ME NOT; FOR I AM NOT YET ASCENDED TO MY FATHER, " JOHN 20:17 BUT THE PERFECTION OF THE RESURRECTION WAS WHEN HE CAME TO THE FATHER. NOW THERE ARE SOME WHO FALL INTO CONFUSION ON THIS HEAD OF THE FATHER AND THE SON, AND WE MUST DEVOTE A FEW WORDS TO THEM. THEY QUOTE THE TEXT, 1 CORINTHIANS 15:15 " YEA, AND WE ARE FOUND FALSE WITNESSES FOR GOD, BECAUSE WE TESTIFIED AGAINST GOD THAT HE RAISED UP CHRIST, WHOM HE RAISED NOT UP, " AND OTHER SIMILAR TEXTS WHICH SHOW THE RAISER-UP TO BE ANOTHER PERSON THAN HE WHO WAS RAISED UP; AND THE TEXT, " DESTROY THIS TEMPLE AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE IT UP, " AS IF IT RESULTED FROM THESE THAT THE SON DID NOT DIFFER IN NUMBER FROM THE FATHER, BUT THAT BOTH WERE ONE, NOT ONLY IN POINT OF SUBSTANCE BUT IN POINT OF SUBJECT, AND THAT THE FATHER AND THE SON WERE SAID TO BE DIFFERENT IN SOME OF THEIR ASPECTS BUT NOT IN THEIR HYPOSTASES. AGAINST SUCH VIEWS WE MUST IN THE FIRST PLACE ADDUCE THE LEADING TEXTS WHICH PROVE THE SON TO BE ANOTHER THAN THE FATHER, AND THAT THE SON MUST OF NECESSITY BE THE SON OF A FATHER, AND THE FATHER, THE FATHER OF A SON. THEN WE MAY VERY PROPERLY REFER TO CHRIST'S DECLARATION THAT HE CANNOT DO ANYTHING BUT WHAT HE SEES THE FATHER DOING AND SAYING, JOHN 5:19 BECAUSE WHATEVER THE FATHER DOES THAT THE SON ALSO DOES IN LIKE MANNER, AND THAT HE HAD RAISED THE DEAD, I.E., THE BODY, THE FATHER GRANTING HIM THIS, WHO MUST BE SAID TO HAVE BEEN THE PRINCIPAL AGENT IN RAISING UP CHRIST FROM THE DEAD. BUT HERACLEON SAYS, " IN THREE DAYS, " INSTEAD OF " ON THE THIRD DAY, " NOT HAVING EXAMINED THE POINT (AND YET HAVING NOTED THE WORDS " IN THREE "), THAT THE RESURRECTION IS BROUGHT ABOUT IN THREE DAYS. BUT HE ALSO CALLS THE THIRD THE SPIRITUAL DAY, IN WHICH THEY CONSIDER THE RESURRECTION OF THE CHURCH TO BE INDICATED. IT FOLLOWS FROM THIS THAT THE FIRST DAY IS TO BE CALLED THE " EARTHLY " DAY, AND THE SECOND THE PSYCHICAL, THE RESURRECTION OF THE CHURCH NOT HAVING TAKEN PLACE ON THEM. NOW THE STATEMENTS OF THE FALSE WITNESSES, RECORDED IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW AND MARK TOWARDS THE END OF THE GOSPEL, AND THE ACCUSATION THEY BROUGHT AGAINST OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, APPEAR TO HAVE REFERENCE TO THIS UTTERANCE OF HIS, " DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND I WILL BUILD IT UP IN THREE DAYS. " FOR HE WAS SPEAKING OF THE TEMPLE OF HIS BODY, BUT THEY SUPPOSED HIS WORDS TO REFER TO THE TEMPLE OF STONE, AND SO THEY SAID WHEN ACCUSING HIM, " THIS MAN SAID, I AM ABLE TO DESTROY THE TEMPLE OF GOD AND TO BUILD IT UP IN THREE DAYS, " OR, AS MARK HAS IT, " WE HEARD HIM SAY, THAT I WILL DESTROY THIS TEMPLE MADE WITH HANDS, AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL BUILD UP ANOTHER TEMPLE NOT MADE WITH HANDS. " HERE THE HIGH- PRIEST STOOD UP AND SAID TO HIM, " ANSWEREST THOU NOTHING? WHAT DO THESE, WITNESS AGAINST THEE? BUT JESUS HELD HIS PEACE. " OR, AS MARK SAYS, " AND THE HIGH- PRIEST STOOD UP IN THE MIDST, AND ASKED JESUS SAYING, ANSWEREST THOU NOTHING? WHAT DO THESE, WITNESS AGAINST THEE? BUT HE HELD HIS PEACE AND ANSWERED NOTHING. " THESE WORDS MUST, I THINK, NECESSARILY HAVE REFERENCE TO THE TEXT NOW BEFORE US.
22. THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON DID NOT TAKE FORTY-SIX YEARS TO BUILD. WITH REGARD TO THAT OF EZRA WE CANNOT TELL HOW LONG IT TOOK. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NUMBER FORTY-SIX.
THE JEWS THEREFORE SAID, " FORTY AND SIX YEARS WAS THIS TEMPLE IN BUILDING, JOHN 2:20 AND WILL YOU RAISE IT UP IN THREE DAYS? " HOW THE JEWS SAID THAT THE TEMPLE HAD BEEN FORTY-SIX YEARS BUILDING, WE CANNOT TELL, IF WE ADHERE TO THE HISTORY. FOR IT IS WRITTEN IN THE THIRD BOOK OF KINGS, 1 KINGS 5:18 THAT THEY PREPARED THE STONES AND THE WOOD THREE YEARS, AND IN THE FOURTH YEAR, IN THE SECOND MONTH, 1 KINGS 6:1 WHEN SOLOMON WAS KING OVER ISRAEL, THE KING COMMANDED, AND THEY BROUGHT GREAT PRECIOUS STONES FOR THE FOUNDATION OF THE HOUSE, AND UNHEWN STONES. AND THE SONS OF SOLOMON AND THE SONS OF HIRAM HEWED THE STONES AND LAID THEM IN THE FOURTH YEAR, AND THEY FOUNDED THE HOUSE OF THE LORD IN THE MONTH NISAN AND THE SECOND MONTH: IN THE TENTH YEAR IN THE MONTH BAAL, WHICH WAS THE EIGHTH MONTH, THE HOUSE WAS FINISHED ACCORDING TO THE WHOLE COUNT AND THE WHOLE PLAN OF IT. THUS, COMPARING THE TIME OF ITS COMPLETION WITH THE PERIOD OF BUILDING, THE BUILDING OF IT OCCUPIES LESS THAN ELEVEN YEARS. HOW, THEN, DO THE JEWS COME TO SAY THAT THE TEMPLE WAS FORTY-SIX YEARS IN BUILDING? ONE MIGHT, INDEED, DO VIOLENCE TO THE WORDS AND MAKE OUT THE PERIOD OF FORTY-SIX YEARS AT ALL COSTS, BY COUNTING FROM THE TIME WHEN DAVID, AFTER PLANNING ABOUT THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, SAID TO NATHAN THE PROPHET, 2 SAMUEL 7:2 " BEHOLD I DWELL IN A HOUSE OF CEDAR, AND THE ARK OF GOD DWELLS IN THE MIDST OF THE TENT, " FOR THOUGH IT IS TRUE THAT HE WAS PREVENTED, AS BEING A MAN OF BLOOD, FROM CARRYING OUT THE BUILDING, HE SEEMS TO HAVE BUSIED HIMSELF IN COLLECTING MATERIALS FOR IT. IN THE FIRST BOOK OF CHRONICLES, 1 CHRONICLES 29:1-5 CERTAINLY, DAVID THE KING SAYS TO ALL THE CONGREGATION, " SOLOMON MY SON, WHOM THE LORD HAS CHOSEN, IS YOUNG AND TENDER, AND THE WORK IS GREAT, BECAUSE HE IS NOT TO BUILD FOR MAN BUT FOR THE LORD GOD. ACCORDING TO MY WHOLE POWER I HAVE PREPARED FOR THE HOUSE OF MY GOD, GOLD, SILVER, BRASS, AND IRON, WOOD, STONES OF SOOM, AND STONES FOR FILLING UP, AND PRECIOUS STONES OF MANY KINDS, AND ALL SORTS OF PRECIOUS WOOD, AND A LARGE QUANTITY OF PARIAN MARBLE. AND BESIDES THIS, FOR THE PLEASURE I HAVE TAKEN IN THE HOUSE OF MY GOD, THE GOLD AND THE SILVER I POSSESS, LO, I HAVE GIVEN IT FOR THE HOUSE OF MY LORD, TO THE FULL; FROM SUCH SUPPLIES I PREPARED FOR THE HOUSE OF THE SAINTS, THREE THOUSAND TALENTS OF GOLD FROM SUPHIR, AND SEVEN THOUSAND TALENTS OF STAMPED SILVER. THAT THE HOUSES OF GOD MAY BE OVERLAID WITH THEM BY THE HANDS OF ARTIFICERS. " FOR DAVID REIGNED SEVEN YEARS IN HEBRON AND THIRTY-THREE YEARS IN JERUSALEM; 1 KINGS 2:11 SO THAT IF IT COULD BE SHOWN THAT THE BEGINNING OF THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE TEMPLE AND OF DAVID'S COLLECTING THE NECESSARY MATERIAL, WAS IN THE FIFTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN, THEN, WITH SOME FORCING, THE STATEMENT ABOUT FORTY-SIX YEARS MIGHT STAND. BUT SOME ONE ELSE WILL SAY THAT THE TEMPLE SPOKEN OF WAS NOT THAT BUILT BY SOLOMON, FOR THAT IT WAS DESTROYED AT THE PERIOD OF THE CAPTIVITY, BUT THE TEMPLE BUILT AT THE TIME OF EZRA, EZRA 6:1 WITH REGARD TO WHICH THE FORTY-SIX YEARS CAN BE SHOWN TO BE QUITE ACCURATE. BUT IN THIS MACCABEAN PERIOD THINGS WERE VERY UNSETTLED WITH REGARD TO THE PEOPLE AND THE TEMPLE, AND I DO NOT KNOW IF THE TEMPLE WAS REALLY BUILT IN THAT NUMBER OF YEARS. HERACLEON PAYS NO ATTENTION TO THE HISTORY, BUT SAYS THAT IN THAT HE WAS FORTY-SIX YEARS PREPARING THE TEMPLE, SOLOMON WAS AN IMAGE OF THE SAVIOUR. THE NUMBER SIX HE CONNECTS WITH MATTER, THAT IS, THE IMAGE, AND THE NUMBER FORTY, WHICH HE SAYS IS THE TETRAD, NOT ADMITTING OF COMBINATION, HE CONNECTS WITH THE INSPIRATION AND THE SEED IN THE INSPIRATION. CONSIDER IF THE FORTY CANNOT BE TAKEN AS DUE TO THE FOUR ELEMENTS OF THE WORLD ARRANGED IN THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE AT THE POINTS AT ISSUE, AND THE SIX TO THE FACT THAT MAN WAS CREATED ON THE SIXTH DAY.
23. THE TEMPLE SPOKEN OF BY CHRIST IS THE CHURCH. APPLICATION TO THE CHURCH OF THE STATEMENTS REGARDING THE BUILDING OF SOLOMON'S TEMPLE, AND THE NUMBERS STATED IN THAT NARRATIVE.
" BUT HE SPOKE OF THE TEMPLE OF HIS BODY. JOHN 2:21 WHEN, THEREFORE, HE WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD, HIS DISCIPLES REMEMBERED THAT HE SAID THIS, AND THEY BELIEVED THE SCRIPTURE AND THE WORD WHICH JESUS HAD SAID. " THIS REFERS TO THE STATEMENT THAT THE BODY OF THE SON IS HIS TEMPLE. IT MAY BE ASKED WHETHER THIS IS TO BE TAKEN IN ITS PLAIN SENSE, OR WHETHER WE SHOULD TRY TO CONNECT EACH STATEMENT THAT IS RECORDED ABOUT THE TEMPLE, WITH THE VIEW WE TAKE ABOUT THE BODY OF JESUS, WHETHER THE BODY WHICH HE RECEIVED FROM THE VIRGIN, OR THAT BODY OF CHRIST WHICH THE CHURCH IS SAID TO BE, AS WE ARE SAID BY THE APOSTLE 1 CORINTHIANS 12:27 TO BE ALL MEMBERS OF HIS BODY. ONE MAY, ON THE ONE HAND, SUPPOSE IT TO BE HOPELESS TO GET EVERYTHING THAT IS SAID ABOUT THE TEMPLE PROPERLY CONNECTED WITH THE BODY, IN WHATEVER SENSE THE BODY BE TAKEN, AND ONE MAY HAVE RECOURSE TO A SIMPLER EXPLANATION, AND SAY THAT THE BODY (IN EITHER OF THESE SENSES) IS CALLED THE TEMPLE, BECAUSE AS THE TEMPLE HAD THE GLORY OF GOD DWELLING IN IT, SO HE WHO WAS THE IMAGE AND GLORY OF GOD, THE FIRST-BORN OF EVERY CREATURE, COULD RIGHTLY BE CALLED, IN RESPECT OF HIS BODY OR THE CHURCH, THE TEMPLE CONTAINING THE IMAGE. WE, FOR OUR PART, SEE IT TO BE A HARD TASK TO EXPOUND EVERY PARTICULAR OF WHAT IS SAID ABOUT THE TEMPLE IN THE THIRD BOOK OF KINGS, AND FAR BEYOND OUR POWERS OF LANGUAGE, AND WE DEFER IT IN THE MEANTIME, AS A THING BEYOND THE SCALE OF THE PRESENT WORK. WE ALSO HAVE A STRONG CONVICTION THAT IN SUCH MATTERS, WHICH TRANSCEND HUMAN NATURE, IT MUST BE THE WORK OF DIVINE WISDOM TO MAKE PLAIN THE MEANING OF INSPIRED SCRIPTURE, OF THAT WISDOM WHICH IS HIDDEN IN A MYSTERY, WHICH NONE OF THE RULERS OF THIS WORLD KNEW. WE ARE WELL AWARE, TOO, THAT WE NEED THE ASSISTANCE OF THAT EXCELLENT SPIRIT OF WISDOM, IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND SUCH MATTERS, AS THEY SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD BY MINISTERS OF SACRED THINGS; AND IN THIS CONNECTION WE WILL ATTEMPT TO DESCRIBE, AS SHORTLY AS WE MAY, OUR VIEW OF WHAT BELONGS TO THIS SUBJECT. THE BODY IS THE CHURCH, AND WE LEARN FROM PETER 1 PETER 2:5 THAT IT IS A HOUSE OF GOD, BUILT OF LIVING STONES, A SPIRITUAL HOUSE FOR A HOLY PRIESTHOOD. THUS, THE SON OF DAVID, WHO BUILDS THIS HOUSE, IS A TYPE OF CHRIST. HE BUILDS IT WHEN HIS WARS ARE AT AN END, 1 KINGS 5:3-5 AND A PERIOD OF PROFOUND PEACE HAS ARRIVED; HE BUILDS THE TEMPLE FOR THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE JERUSALEM ON EARTH, SO THAT WORSHIP MAY NO LONGER BE CELEBRATED IN A MOVEABLE ERECTION LIKE THE TABERNACLE. LET US SEEK TO FIND IN THE CHURCH THE TRUTH OF EACH STATEMENT MADE ABOUT THE TEMPLE. IF ALL CHRIST'S ENEMIES ARE MADE THE FOOTSTOOL OF HIS FEET, 1 CORINTHIANS 15:25 AND DEATH, THE LAST ENEMY, IS DESTROYED, THEN THERE WILL BE THE MOST PERFECT PEACE. CHRIST WILL BE SOLOMON, WHICH MEANS " PEACEFUL, " 1 CHRONICLES 22:9 AND THE PROPHECY WILL FIND ITS FULFILMENT IN HIM, WHICH SAYS, " WITH THOSE WHO HATED PEACE I WAS PEACEFUL. " AND THEN EACH OF THE LIVING STONES WILL BE, ACCORDING TO THE WORK OF HIS LIFE HERE, A STONE OF THAT TEMPLE, ONE, AT THE FOUNDATION, AN APOSTLE OR A PROPHET, BEARING THOSE PLACED UPON HIM, AND ANOTHER, AFTER THOSE IN THE FOUNDATION, AND SUPPORTED BY THE APOSTLES, WILL HIMSELF, WITH THE APOSTLES, HELP TO BEAR THOSE IN MORE NEED. ONE WILL BE A STONE OF THE INMOST PARTS, WHERE THE ARK IS, AND THE CHERUBIM, AND THE MERCY-SEAT; ANOTHER WILL BE ON THE OUTER WALL, AND ANOTHER EVEN OUTSIDE THE OUTER WALL OF THE LEVITES AND PRIESTS, A STONE OF THE ALTAR OF WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS. AND THE MANAGEMENT AND SERVICE OF THESE THINGS WILL BE ENTRUSTED TO HOLY POWERS, ANGELS OF GOD, BEING, RESPECTIVELY, LORDSHIPS, THRONES, DOMINIONS, OR POWERS; AND THERE WILL BE OTHERS SUBJECT TO THESE, TYPIFIED BY THREE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED 1 KINGS 5:15-18 CHIEF OFFICERS, WHO WERE APPOINTED OVER THE WORKS OF SOLOMON, AND THE SEVENTY THOUSAND OF THOSE WHO BORE BURDENS, AND THE EIGHTY THOUSAND STONE-CUTTERS IN THE MOUNTAIN, WHO WROUGHT IN THE WORK, AND PREPARED THE STONES AND THE WOOD. IT IS TO BE REMARKED THAT THOSE REPORTED AS BEARING BURDENS ARE RELATED TO THE HEBDOMAD. THE QUARRYMEN AND STONE-CUTTERS, WHO MAKE THE STONES FITTED FOR THE TEMPLE, HAVE SOME KINSHIP TO THE OGDOAD. AND THE OFFICERS, WHO ARE SIX HUNDRED IN NUMBER, ARE CONNECTED WITH THE PERFECT NUMBER SIX MULTIPLIED INTO ITSELF. THE PREPARATION OF THE STONES, AS THEY ARE TAKEN OUT AND FITTED FOR THE BUILDING, EXTENDS OVER THREE YEARS; THIS APPEARS TO ME TO POINT SOLELY TO THE TIME OF THE ETERNAL INTERVAL WHICH IS AKIN TO THE TRIAD. THIS WILL COME TO PASS WHEN PEACE IS CONSUMMATED AFTER THE NUMBER OF YEARS OF THE TRANSACTION OF THE MATTERS CONNECTED WITH THE EXODUS FROM EGYPT, NAMELY, THREE HUNDRED AND FORTY, AND OF WHAT TOOK PLACE IN EGYPT FOUR HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS AFTER THE COVENANT MADE BY GOD WITH ABRAHAM. THUS, FROM ABRAHAM TO THE BEGINNING OF THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, THERE ARE TWO SABBATIC NUMBERS, THE 700 AND THE 70; AND AT THAT TIME, TOO, OUR KING CHRIST WILL COMMAND THE SEVENTY THOUSAND BURDEN-BEARERS NOT TO TAKE ANY CHANCE STONES FOR THE FOUNDATION OF THE TEMPLE, BUT GREAT STONES, PRECIOUS, UNHEWN, THAT THEY MAY BE HEWN, NOT BY ANY CHANCE WORKMEN, BUT BY THE SONS OF SOLOMON; FOR SO WE FIND IT WRITTEN IN THE THIRD BOOK OF KINGS. THEN, TOO, ON ACCOUNT OF THE PROFOUND PEACE, HIRAM, KING OF TYRE, COOPERATES IN THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, AND GIVES HIS OWN SONS TO THE SONS OF SOLOMON, TO HEW, IN COMPANY WITH THEM, THE GREAT AND PRECIOUS STONES FOR THE HOLY PLACE, WHICH, IN THE FOURTH YEAR, ARE PLACED IN THE FOUNDATION OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD. BUT IN AN OGDOAD OF YEARS THE HOUSE IS FINISHED IN THE EIGHTH MONTH OF THE EIGHTH YEAR AFTER ITS FOUNDATION.
24. THE ACCOUNT OF THE BUILDING OF SOLOMON'S TEMPLE CONTAINS SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES AND IS TO BE INTERPRETED SPIRITUALLY.
FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE, HOWEVER, WHO CONSIDER THAT NOTHING FURTHER THAN THE NARRATIVE ITSELF IS MEANT TO BE INDICATED IN THESE WORDS, IT MAY NOT BE UNFITTING TO INTRODUCE AT THIS POINT SOME CONSIDERATIONS WHICH THEY CAN SCARCELY WITHSTAND, TO SHOW THAT THE WORDS OUGHT TO BE REGARDED AS THOSE OF THE SPIRIT, AND THAT THE MIND OF THE SPIRIT SHOULD BE SOUGHT FOR IN THEM. DID THE SONS OF THE KINGS REALLY SPEND THEIR TIME IN HEWING THE GREAT AND PRECIOUS STONES, AND PRACTISE A CRAFT SO LITTLE IN KEEPING WITH ROYAL BIRTH? AND THE NUMBER OF THE BURDEN-BEARERS AND OF THE STONE-CUTTERS AND OF THE OFFICERS, THE DURATION, TOO, OF THE PERIOD OF PREPARING THE STONES AND MARKING THEM, IS ALL THIS RECORDED AS IT REALLY WAS? THE HOLY HOUSE, TOO, WAS GOT READY IN PEACE AND WAS TO BE BUILT FOR GOD WITHOUT HAMMER OR AXE OR ANY IRON TOOL, THAT THERE MIGHT BE NO DISTURBANCE IN THE HOUSE OF GOD. AND AGAIN, I WOULD ASK THOSE WHO ARE IN BONDAGE TO THE LETTER HOW IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THERE SHOULD BE EIGHTY THOUSAND STONE-CUTTERS AND THAT THE HOUSE OF GOD SHOULD BE BUILT OUT OF HARD WHITE STONES WITHOUT THE NOISE OF HAMMER OR AXE OR ANY IRON TOOL BEING HEARD IN HIS HOUSE WHILE THE BUILDING WAS GOING ON? IS IT NOT LIVING STONES THAT ARE HEWN WITHOUT ANY NOISE OR TUMULT SOMEWHERE OUTSIDE THE TEMPLE, SO THAT THEY ARE BROUGHT READY PREPARED TO THE PLACE WHICH AWAITS THEM IN THE BUILDING? AND THERE IS SOME SORT OF AN ASCENT ABOUT THE TEMPLE OF GOD, NOT WITH ANGLES, BUT WITH BENDS OF STRAIGHT LINES. FOR IT IS WRITTEN, 1 KINGS 6:8 " AND THERE WAS A WINDING STAIRCASE TO THE MIDDLE, AND FROM THE MIDDLE TO THE THIRD FLOOR; " FOR THE STAIRCASE IN THE HOUSE OF GOD HAD TO BE SPIRAL, THUS IMITATING IN ITS ASCENT THE CIRCLE, WHICH IS THE MOST PERFECT FIGURE. BUT THAT THIS HOUSE MIGHT BE SECURE FIVE TIES ARE BUILT IN IT, 1 KINGS 6:10 AS FAIR AS POSSIBLE, A CUBIT HIGH, THAT ON LOOKING UP ONE MIGHT SEE IT TO BE SUGGESTED HOW WE RISE FROM SENSIBLE THINGS TO THE SO-CALLED DIVINE PERCEPTIONS, AND SO BE BROUGHT TO PERCEIVE THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN ONLY BY THE MIND. BUT THE PLACE OF THE HAPPIER STONES APPEARS TO BE THAT CALLED DABIR, WHERE THE [INVINCIBLE] ARK OF THE COVENANT OF THE LORD WAS, AND, AS I MAY SAY, THE HANDWRITING OF GOD, THE TABLES WRITTEN WITH HIS OWN FINGER. AND THE WHOLE HOUSE IS OVERLAID WITH GOLD; " THE WHOLE HOUSE, " WE READ, 1 KINGS 6:21 " HE OVERLAID WITH GOLD UNTIL ALL THE HOUSE WAS FINISHED. " BUT THERE WERE TWO CHERUBIM IN DABIR, A WORD WHICH THE TRANSLATORS OF THE HEBREW BIBLE INTO GREEK FAILED TO RENDER SATISFACTORILY. SOME, FAILING TO DO JUSTICE TO THE LANGUAGE, RENDER IT THE TEMPLE; BUT IT IS MORE SACRED THAN THE TEMPLE. NOW EVERYTHING ABOUT THE HOUSE WAS MADE GOLDEN, FOR A SIGN THAT THE MIND WHICH IS QUITE MADE PERFECT ESTIMATES ACCURATELY THE THINGS PERCEIVED BY THE INTELLECT. BUT IT IS NOT GIVEN TO ALL TO APPROACH AND KNOW THEM; AND HENCE THE VEIL OF THE COURT IS ERECTED, SINCE TO MOST OF THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES THE THINGS IN THE INMOST PART OF THE TEMPLE ARE NOT REVEALED.
25. FURTHER SPIRITUALIZING OF SOLOMON'S TEMPLE-BUILDING.
IT IS WORTH WHILE TO ENQUIRE HOW, ON THE ONE HAND, SOLOMON THE KING IS SAID TO HAVE BUILT THE TEMPLE, AND ON THE OTHER THE MASTER-BUILDER WHOM SOLOMON SENT AND FETCHED, 1 KINGS 7:13 " HIRAM OF TYRE, THE SON OF A WOMAN WHO WAS A WIDOW; AND HE WAS OF THE TRIBE OF NAPHTALI, AND HIS FATHER WAS A MAN OF TYRE, A WORKER IN BRASS, AND FILLED WITH WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, TO WORK ALL WORKS IN BRASS; AND HE WAS BROUGHT IN TO KING SOLOMON AND WROUGHT ALL HIS WORKS. " HERE I ASK WHETHER SOLOMON CAN BE TAKEN FOR THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION, COLOSSIANS 1:15 AND HIRAM FOR THE MAN WHOM HE ASSUMED, FROM THE CONSTRAINT OF MEN—FOR THE WORD TYRIANS MEANS " CONSTRAINERS " —THE MAN WHO DERIVED HIS BIRTH FROM NATURE, AND BEING FILLED WITH ALL MANNER OF ART AND WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, WAS BROUGHT IN TO COOPERATE WITH THE FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION, AND TO BUILD THE TEMPLE. IN THIS TEMPLE THERE ARE ALSO WINDOWS, 1 KINGS 6:4 PLACED OBLIQUELY AND OUT OF SIGHT, SO THAT THE ILLUMINATION OF THE DIVINE LIGHT MAY ENTER FOR SALVATION, AND—WHY SHOULD I GO INTO PARTICULARS? THAT THE BODY OF CHRIST, THE CHURCH, MAY BE FOUND HAVING THE PLAN OF THE SPIRITUAL HOUSE AND TEMPLE OF GOD. AS I SAID BEFORE, WE REQUIRE THAT WISDOM WHICH IS HIDDEN IN A MYSTERY, AND WHICH HE ALONE CAN APPREHEND WHO IS ABLE TO SAY, " BUT WE HAVE THE MIND OF CHRIST, " —WE REQUIRE THAT WISDOM TO INTERPRET SPIRITUALLY EACH DETAIL OF WHAT IS SAID IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WILL OF HIM WHO CAUSED IT TO BE WRITTEN. TO ENTER INTO THESE DETAILS IS NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR PRESENT SUBJECT. WHAT HAS BEEN SAID MAY SUFFICE TO LET US UNDERSTAND HOW " HE SPOKE ABOUT THE TEMPLE OF HIS BODY. " 
26. THE PROMISES ADDRESSED TO JERUSALEM IN THE PROPHETS REFER TO THE CHURCH, AND ARE STILL TO BE FULFILLED.
AFTER ALL THIS IT IS PROPER TO ASK WHETHER WHAT IS NARRATED AS HAVING TAKEN PLACE ABOUT THE TEMPLE HAS EVER TAKEN PLACE OR EVER WILL TAKE PLACE ABOUT THE SPIRITUAL HOUSE. THE ARGUMENT MAY SEEM TO PINCH IN WHICHEVER WAY WE TAKE IT. IF WE SAY THAT IT IS POSSIBLE THAT SOMETHING LIKE WHAT IS TOLD ABOUT THE TEMPLE MAY TAKE PLACE WITH REGARD TO THE SPIRITUAL HOUSE, OR HAS ALREADY TAKEN PLACE IN IT, THEN THOSE WHO HEAR US WILL, WITH DIFFICULTY, BE BROUGHT TO ADMIT THAT A CHANGE CAN TAKE PLACE IN SUCH GOOD THINGS AS THESE, FIRSTLY, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT WISH IT, AND SECONDLY, BECAUSE OF THE INCONGRUITY OF THINKING THAT SUCH THINGS ADMIT OF CHANGE. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, WE SEEK TO MAINTAIN THE UNCHANGEABLENESS OF THE GOOD THINGS ONCE GIVEN TO THE SAINTS, THEN WE CANNOT APPLY TO THEM WHAT WE FIND IN THE HISTORY, AND WE SHALL SEEM TO BE DOING WHAT THOSE OF THE HERESIES DO, WHO FAIL TO MAINTAIN THE UNITY OF THE NARRATIVE OF SCRIPTURE FROM BEGINNING TO END. IF WE ARE NOT TO TAKE THE VIEW PROPER TO OLD WIVES OR JEWS, OF THE PROMISES RECORDED IN THE PROPHETS, AND ESPECIALLY IN ISAIAH, IF, THAT IS TO SAY, WE ARE TO LOOK FOR THEIR FULFILMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THE JERUSALEM ON EARTH, THEN, AS CERTAIN REMARKABLE THINGS CONNECTED WITH THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE AND THE RESTORATION OF THE PEOPLE FROM THE CAPTIVITY ARE SPOKEN OF AS HAPPENING AFTER THE CAPTIVITY AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE, WE MUST SAY THAT WE ARE NOW THE TEMPLE AND THE PEOPLE WHICH WAS CARRIED CAPTIVE, BUT IS TO COME UP AGAIN TO JUDÆA AND JERUSALEM, AND TO BE BUILT WITH THE PRECIOUS STONES OF JERUSALEM. BUT I CANNOT TELL IF IT BE POSSIBLE THAT, AT THE REVOLUTION OF LONG PERIODS OF TIME, THINGS OF THE SAME NATURE SHOULD TAKE PLACE AGAIN, BUT IN A WORSE WAY. THE PROPHECIES OF ISAIAH WHICH WE MENTIONED ARE THE FOLLOWING: ISAIAH 54:11-14 " BEHOLD I PREPARE FOR YOUR STONE CARBUNCLE AND FOR YOUR FOUNDATION SAPPHIRE; AND I WILL MAKE YOUR BATTLEMENTS JASPER, AND YOUR GATES STONES OF CRYSTAL, AND YOUR OUTER WALL CHOICE STONES; AND ALL YOUR SONS SHALL BE TAUGHT OF THE LORD, AND IN GREAT PEACE SHALL YOUR CHILDREN BE, AND IN RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL THOU BE BUILT. " AND A LITTLE FURTHER ON, TO THE SAME JERUSALEM: ISAIAH 60:13-20 " AND THE GLORY OF LEBANON SHALL COME TO YOU WITH CYPRESS, AND PINE, AND CEDAR, ALONG WITH THOSE WHO WILL GLORIFY MY HOLY PLACE. AND THE SONS OF THEM THAT HUMBLED YOU AND INSULTED YOU SHALL COME TO YOU IN FEAR; AND YOU SHALL BE CALLED THE CITY OF THE LORD, SION OF HOLY ISRAEL, BECAUSE THOU WERE DESOLATE AND HATED, AND THERE WAS NONE TO HELP YOU. AND I WILL MAKE YOU AN ETERNAL DELIGHT, A JOY OF GENERATIONS OF GENERATIONS. AND YOU SHALL SUCK THE MILK OF THE GENTILES AND SHALL EAT THE RICHES OF KINGS, AND YOU SHALL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD THAT SAVES YOU AND THE GOD OF ISRAEL THAT CHOOSES YOU. AND INSTEAD OF BRASS I WILL BRING YOU GOLD, AND INSTEAD OF IRON I WILL BRING YOU SILVER, AND FOR WOOD I WILL BRING YOU BRASS, AND FOR STONES IRON. AND I WILL ESTABLISH YOUR RULERS IN PEACE AND YOUR OVERSEERS IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND WICKEDNESS SHALL NO MORE BE HEARD IN YOUR LAND, NOR AFFLICTION AND DISTRESS IN YOUR BORDERS, BUT YOUR WALLS SHALL BE CALLED SALVATION AND YOUR GATES SCULPTURE. AND THE SUN SHALL NO LONGER BE TO YOU FOR LIGHT BY DAY, NOR SHALL THE RISING OF THE MOON GIVE LIGHT TO YOU BY NIGHT, BUT CHRIST SHALL BE TO YOU AN EVERLASTING LIGHT AND YOUR GOD YOUR GLORY. FOR YOUR SUN SHALL NO MORE GO DOWN, AND YOUR MOON SHALL NOT FAIL, FOR YOUR LORD SHALL BE TO YOU AN EVERLASTING LIGHT, AND THE DAYS OF YOUR MOURNING SHALL BE FULFILLED. " THESE PROPHECIES CLEARLY REFER TO THE AGE STILL TO COME, AND THEY ARE ADDRESSED TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL IN THEIR CAPTIVITY, TO WHOM HE WAS SENT AND CAME, WHO SAID, " I AM NOT SENT BUT TO THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. " MATTHEW 15:24 SUCH THINGS, THOUGH THEY ARE CAPTIVES, THEY ARE TO RECEIVE IN THEIR OWN LAND; AND PROSELYTES ALSO ARE TO COME TO THEM AT THAT TIME THROUGH CHRIST, AND ARE TO FLY TO THEM, ACCORDING TO THE SAYING, ISAIAH 54:15 " BEHOLD, PROSELYTES SHALL COME TO YOU THROUGH ME, AND SHALL FLEE TO YOU FOR REFUGE. " AND IF ALL THIS IS TO TAKE PLACE WITH THE CAPTIVES, THEN IT IS PLAIN THAT THEY MUST BE ABOUT THEIR TEMPLE, AND THAT THEY MUST GO UP THERE AGAIN TO BE BUILT UP, HAVING BECOME THE MOST PRECIOUS OF STONES. FOR WE FIND WITH JOHN IN HIS APOCALYSE, REVELATION 3:12 THE PROMISE MADE TO HIM THAT OVERCOMES, THAT HE WILL BE A PILLAR IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND WILL GO NO MORE OUT. ALL THIS I HAVE SAID WITH A VIEW TO OUR OBTAINING A CURSORY VIEW AT LEAST OF THE MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE TEMPLE, AND THE HOUSE OF GOD, AND THE CHURCH AND JERUSALEM, WHICH WE CANNOT NOW TAKE UP SYSTEMATICALLY. THOSE, HOWEVER, WHO, IN THEIR READING OF THE PROPHETS, DO NOT SHRINK FROM THE LABOUR OF SEEKING AFTER THEIR SPIRITUAL MEANING, MUST ENQUIRE INTO THESE MATTERS WITH THE GREATEST PARTICULARITY, AND MUST TAKE ACCOUNT OF EVERY POSSIBILITY. SO FAR OF " THE TEMPLE OF HIS BODY. "
27. OF THE BELIEF THE DISCIPLES AFTERWARDS ATTAINED IN THE WORDS OF JESUS.
" WHEN HE WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD, JOHN 2:22 HIS DISCIPLES REMEMBERED THAT HE SPOKE THIS, AND THEY BELIEVED THE SCRIPTURE AND THE WORD WHICH JESUS HAD SAID. " THIS TELLS US THAT AFTER JESUS' RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD HIS DISCIPLES SAW THAT WHAT HE HAD SAID ABOUT THE TEMPLE HAD A HIGHER APPLICATION TO HIS PASSION AND HIS RESURRECTION; THEY REMEMBERED THAT THE WORDS, " IN THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE IT UP, " POINTED TO THE RESURRECTION; " AND THEY BELIEVED THE SCRIPTURE AND THE WORD WHICH JESUS HAD SAID. " WE ARE NOT TOLD THAT THEY BELIEVED THE SCRIPTURE OR THE WORD WHICH JESUS SAID, BEFORE. FOR FAITH IN ITS FULL SENSE IS THE ACT OF HIM WHO ACCEPTS WITH HIS WHOLE SOUL WHAT IS PRO FESSED AT BAPTISM. AS FOR THE HIGHER SENSE, AS WE HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN OF THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD OF THE WHOLE BODY OF THE LORD, WE HAVE NOW TO NOTE THAT THE DISCIPLES WERE PUT IN MIND BY THE FULFILMENT OF THE SCRIPTURE WHICH WHEN THEY WERE IN LIFE THEY HAD NOT FULLY UNDERSTOOD; ITS MEANING WAS NOW BROUGHT UNDER THEIR EYES AND MADE QUITE CLEAR TO THEM, AND THEY KNEW OF WHAT HEAVENLY THINGS IT WAS THE PATTERN AND SHADOW. THEN THEY BELIEVED THE SCRIPTURE WHO FORMERLY DID NOT BELIEVE IT, AND BELIEVED THE WORD OF JESUS WHICH, AS THE SPEAKER MEANS TO CONVEY, THEY HAD NOT BELIEVED BEFORE THE RESURRECTION. FOR HOW CAN ANY ONE BE SAID IN THE FULL SENSE TO BELIEVE THE SCRIPTURE WHEN HE DOES NOT SEE IN IT THE MIND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHICH GOD WOULD HAVE US TO BELIEVE RATHER THAN THE LITERAL MEANING? FROM THIS POINT OF VIEW, WE MUST SAY THAT NONE OF THOSE WHO WALK ACCORDING TO THE FLESH BELIEVE THE SPIRITUAL THINGS OF THE LAW, OF THE VERY BEGINNINGS OF WHICH THEY HAVE NO CONCEPTION. BUT, THEY SAY, THOSE ARE MORE BLESSED WHO HAVE NOT SEEN AND YET BELIEVE, THAN THOSE WHO HAVE SEEN AND HAVE BELIEVED, AND FOR THIS THEY QUOTE THE SAYING TO THOMAS AT THE END OF THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, " BLESSED ARE THEY THAT HAVE NOT SEEN AND YET HAVE BELIEVED. " BUT IT IS NOT SAID HERE THAT THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN AND YET HAVE BELIEVED ARE MORE BLESSED THAN THOSE WHO HAVE SEEN AND BELIEVED. ACCORDING TO THEIR VIEW THOSE AFTER THE APOSTLES ARE MORE BLESSED THAN THE APOSTLES; THAN WHICH NOTHING CAN BE MORE FOOLISH. HE WHO IS TO BE BLESSED MUST SEE IN HIS MIND THE THINGS WHICH HE BELIEVES, AND MUST BE ABLE WITH THE APOSTLES TO HEAR THE WORDS SPOKEN TO HIM, " BLESSED ARE YOUR EYES, FOR THEY SEE, AND YOUR EARS, FOR THEY HEAR, " MATTHEW 13:16 AND " MANY PROPHETS AND RIGHTEOUS MEN HAVE DESIRED TO SEE THE THINGS WHICH YOU SEE, AND HAVE NOT SEEN THEM, AND TO HEAR THE THINGS WHICH YOU HEAR, AND HAVE NOT HEARD THEM. " YET HE MAY BE CONTENT WHO ONLY RECEIVES THE INFERIOR BEATITUDE, WHICH SAYS: JOHN 20:29 " BLESSED ARE THEY WHO HAVE NOT SEEN AND YET HAVE BELIEVED. " BUT HOW MUCH MORE BLESSED ARE THOSE EYES WHICH JESUS CALLS BLESSED FOR THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAVE SEEN, THAN THOSE WHICH HAVE NOT ATTAINED TO SUCH A VISION; SIMEON IS CONTENT TO TAKE INTO HIS ARMS THE SALVATION OF GOD, AND AFTER SEEING IT, HE SAYS, LUKE 2:29-30 " NOW, O LORD, LETTEST THOU THY SERVANT DEPART IN PEACE, ACCORDING TO THY WORD; FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY SALVATION. " WE MUST STRIVE, THEREFORE, AS SOLOMON SAYS, TO OPEN OUR EYES THAT WE MAY BE SATISFIED WITH BREAD; " OPEN YOUR EYES, " HE SAYS, " AND BE SATISFIED WITH BREAD. " WHAT I HAVE SAID ON THE TEXT, " THEY BELIEVE THE SCRIPTURE AND THE WORD WHICH JESUS HAD SAID UNTO THEM, " MAY LEAD US TO UNDERSTAND, AFTER DISCUSSING THE SUBJECT OF FAITH, THAT THE PERFECTION OF OUR FAITH WILL BE GIVEN US AT THE GREAT RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD OF THE WHOLE BODY OF JESUS WHICH IS HIS HOLY CHURCH. FOR WHAT IS SAID ABOUT KNOWLEDGE, " NOW I KNOW IN PART, " 1 CORINTHIANS 13:12 THAT, I THINK, MAY BE SAID IN THE SAME WAY OF EVERY OTHER GOOD; AND ONE OF THESE OTHERS IS FAITH. " NOW I BELIEVE IN PART, " WE MAY SAY, " BUT WHEN THAT WHICH IS PERFECT IS COME, THEN THE FAITH WHICH IS IN PART WILL BE DONE AWAY. " AS WITH KNOWLEDGE, SO WITH FAITH, THAT WHICH IS THROUGH SIGHT IS FAR BETTER, IF I MAY SAY SO, THEN THAT WHICH IS THROUGH A GLASS AND IN AN ENIGMA.
28. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BELIEVING IN THE NAME OF JESUS AND BELIEVING IN JESUS HIMSELF.
" NOW, WHEN HE WAS IN JERUSALEM AT THE PASSOVER, DURING THE FEAST, MANY BELIEVED IN HIS NAME, BEHOLDING HIS SIGNS WHICH HE DID. BUT HE, JESUS, DID NOT TRUST HIMSELF TO THEM, BECAUSE HE KNEW ALL (MEN) AND BECAUSE HE NEEDED NOT THAT ANY SHOULD TESTIFY OF MAN, FOR HE HIMSELF KNEW WHAT WAS IN MAN. " ONE MIGHT ASK HOW JESUS DID NOT HIMSELF BELIEVE IN THOSE OF WHOM WE ARE TOLD THAT THEY BELIEVED. TO THIS WE MUST SAY IT WAS NOT THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN HIM THAT JESUS DID NOT TRUST, BUT THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN HIS NAME; FOR BELIEVING IN HIS NAME IS A DIFFERENT THING FROM BELIEVING IN HIM. HE WHO WILL NOT BE JUDGED BECAUSE OF HIS FAITH IS EXEMPTED FROM THE JUDGMENT, NOT FOR BELIEVING IN HIS NAME, BUT FOR BELIEVING IN HIM; FOR THE LORD SAYS, JOHN 3:18 " HE THAT BELIEVES IN ME IS NOT JUDGED, " NOT, " HE WHO BELIEVES IN MY NAME IS NOT JUDGED; " THE LATTER BELIEVES, AND HENCE HE IS NOT WORTHY TO BE CONDEMNED ALREADY, BUT HE IS INFERIOR TO THE OTHER WHO BELIEVES IN HIM. HENCE IT IS THAT JESUS DOES NOT TRUST HIMSELF TO HIM WHO BELIEVES IN HIS NAME. WE MUST, THEREFORE, CLEAVE TO HIM RATHER THAN TO HIS NAME, LEST AFTER WE HAVE DONE WONDERS IN HIS NAME, WE SHOULD HEAR THESE WORDS ADDRESSED TO US WHICH HE WILL SPEAK TO THOSE WHO BOAST OF HIS NAME ALONE. MATTHEW 7:21-23 WITH THE APOSTLE PAUL PHILIPPIANS 4:13 LET US SEEK JOYFULLY TO SAY, " I CAN DO ALL THINGS IN CHRIST JESUS STRENGTHENING ME. " WE HAVE ALSO TO NOTICE THAT IN A FORMER PASSAGE JOHN 2:13 THE EVANGELIST CALLS THE PASSOVER THAT OF THE JEWS, WHILE HERE HE DOES NOT SAY THAT JESUS WAS AT THE PASSOVER OF THE JEWS, BUT AT THE PASSOVER AT JERUSALEM; AND IN THE FORMER CASE WHEN THE PASSOVER IS CALLED THAT OF THE JEWS, IT IS NOT SAID TO BE A FEAST; BUT HERE JESUS IS RECORDED TO HAVE BEEN AT THE FEAST; WHEN AT JERUSALEM HE WAS AT THE PASSOVER DURING THE FEAST, AND MANY BELIEVED, EVEN THOUGH ONLY IN HIS NAME. WE OUGHT TO NOTICE CERTAINLY THAT " MANY " ARE SAID TO BELIEVE, NOT IN HIM, BUT IN HIS NAME. NOW, THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM ARE THOSE WHO WALK IN THE STRAIGHT AND NARROW WAY, MATTHEW 7:14 WHICH LEADS TO LIFE, AND WHICH IS FOUND BY FEW. IT MAY WELL BE, HOWEVER, THAT MANY OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIS NAME WILL SIT DOWN WITH ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, THE FATHER'S HOUSE, IN WHICH ARE MANY MANSIONS. AND IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT THE MANY WHO BELIEVE IN HIS NAME DO NOT BELIEVE IN THE SAME WAY AS ANDREW DOES, AND PETER, AND NATHANAEL, AND PHILIP. THESE BELIEVE THE TESTIMONY OF JOHN WHEN HE SAYS, " BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, " OR THEY BELIEVE IN CHRIST AS FOUND BY ANDREW, OR JESUS SAYING TO PHILIP, " FOLLOW ME, " OR PHILIP SAYING, " WE HAVE FOUND HIM OF WHOM MOSES AND THE PROPHETS DID WRITE, JESUS THE SON OF JOSEPH FROM NAZARETH. " THOSE, ON THE OTHER HAND, OF WHOM WE NOW SPEAK, " BELIEVED IN HIS NAME, BEHOLDING HIS SIGNS WHICH HE DID. " AND AS THEY BELIEVE THE SIGNS AND NOT IN HIM BUT IN HIS NAME, JESUS " DID NOT TRUST HIMSELF TO THEM, BECAUSE HE KNEW ALL MEN, AND NEEDED NOT THAT ANY SHOULD TESTIFY OF MAN, BECAUSE HE KNEW WHAT IS IN EVERY MAN. "
29. ABOUT WHAT BEINGS JESUS NEEDED TESTIMONY.
THE WORDS, " HE NEEDED NOT THAT ANY SHOULD TESTIFY OF MAN, " MAY FITLY BE USED TO SHOW THAT THE SON OF GOD IS ABLE OF HIMSELF TO SEE THE TRUTH ABOUT EACH MAN AND IS IN NO NEED OF SUCH TESTIMONY AS ANY OTHER COULD SUPPLY. THE WORDS, HOWEVER, " HE HAD NO NEED THAT ANY SHOULD TESTIFY OF MAN, " ARE NOT EQUIVALENT TO " HE HAD NO NEED OF TESTIMONY ABOUT ANY BEING. " IF WE TAKE THE WORD " MAN " TO INCLUDE EVERY BEING WHO IS ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF GOD, OR EVERY REASONABLE CREATURE, THEN HE WILL HAVE NO NEED THAT ANY SHOULD TESTIFY TO HIM OF ANY REASONABLE BEING WHATEVER, SINCE HE HIMSELF, BY THE POWER GIVEN HIM BY THE FATHER, KNOWS THEM ALL. BUT IF THE TERM " MAN " BE RESTRICTED TO MORTAL ANIMATED REASONABLE BEINGS, THEN IT MIGHT BE SAID, ON THE ONE HAND, THAT HE HAD NEED OF TESTIMONY RESPECTING THE BEINGS ABOVE MAN, AND WHILE HIS KNOWLEDGE WAS ADEQUATE WITH REGARD TO MAN IT DID NOT EXTEND TO THOSE OTHER BEINGS. ON THE OTHER HAND, HOWEVER, IT MIGHT BE SAID THAT HE WHO HUMBLED HIMSELF HAD NO NEED THAT ANY SHOULD TESTIFY TO HIM CONCERNING MAN, BUT THAT HE HAD SUCH NEED IN RESPECT OF BEINGS HIGHER THAN MEN.
30. HOW JESUS KNEW THE POWERS, BETTER OR WORSE, WHICH RESIDE IN MAN.
IT MAY ALSO BE ASKED WHAT SIGNS THOSE MANY SAW HIM DO WHO BELIEVED ON HIM, FOR IT IS NOT RECORDED THAT HE DID ANY SIGNS AT JERUSALEM, THOUGH SOME MAY HAVE BEEN DONE WHICH ARE NOT RECORDED. ONE MAY, HOWEVER, CONSIDER IF WHAT HE DID MAY BE CALLED SIGNS, WHEN HE MADE A SCOURGE OF SMALL CORDS, AND CAST THEM ALL OUT OF THE TEMPLE, AND THE SHEEP, AND THE OXEN, AND POURED OUT THE CHANGERS' MONEY, AND OVERTHREW THE TABLES. AS FOR THOSE WHO SUPPOSE THAT IT WAS ONLY ABOUT MEN THAT HE HAD NO NEED OF WITNESSES, IT HAS TO BE SAID THAT THE EVANGELIST ATTRIBUTES TO HIM TWO THINGS, THAT HE KNEW ALL BEINGS, AND THAT HE HAD NO NEED THAT ANY ONE SHOULD TESTIFY OF MAN. IF HE KNEW ALL BEINGS, THEN HE KNEW NOT ONLY MEN BUT THE BEINGS ABOVE MEN, ALL BEINGS WHO ARE WITHOUT SUCH BODIES AS OURS; AND HE KNEW WHAT WAS IN MAN, SINCE HE WAS GREATER THAN THOSE WHO REPROVED AND JUDGED BY PROPHESYING, AND WHO BROUGHT TO THE LIGHT THE SECRET THINGS OF THE HEARTS OF THOSE WHOM THE SPIRIT SUGGESTED TO THEM TO BE THUS DEALT WITH. THE WORDS, " HE KNEW WHAT WAS IN MAN, " COULD ALSO BE TAKEN AS REFERRING TO THE POWERS, BETTER OR WORSE, WHICH WORK IN MEN. FOR IF ANY ONE GIVES PLACE TO THE DEVIL, SATAN ENTERS INTO HIM; THUS, DID JUDAS GIVE PLACE, AND THUS DID THE DEVIL PUT IT IN HIS HEART TO BETRAY JESUS, AND " AFTER THE SOP, " THEREFORE, " THE DEVIL ENTERED INTO HIM. " JOHN 13:2-27 BUT IF ANY ONE GIVES PLACE TO GOD, HE BECOMES BLESSED; FOR BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE HELP IS FROM GOD, AND THE ASCENT IS IN HIS HEART FROM GOD. THOU KNOWEST WHAT IS IN MAN, THOU WHO KNOWEST ALL THINGS, O SON OF GOD. AND NOW THAT OUR TENTH BOOK HAS COME TO BE LARGE ENOUGH, WE WILL HERE PAUSE IN OUR THEME.
FRAGMENTS FROM A COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN BY HERACLEON
FRAGMENTS PRESERVED IN ORIGEN'S COMMENTARY ON JOHN:
FRAGMENT 1, ON JOHN 1:3 (IN JOHN 1:3, “ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM NOTHING WAS MADE.”) THE SENTENCE: "ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM" MEANS THE WORLD AND WHAT IS IN IT. IT EXCLUDES WHAT IS BETTER THAN THE WORLD. THE AEON (I.E. THE FULLNESS), AND THE THINGS IN IT, WERE NOT MADE BY THE WORD; THEY CAME INTO EXISTENCE BEFORE THE WORD... “WITHOUT HIM, NOTHING WAS MADE” OF WHAT IS IN THE WORLD AND THE CREATION…" ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM," MEANS THAT IT WAS THE WORD WHO CAUSED THE CRAFTSMAN (DEMIURGE) TO MAKE THE WORLD, THAT IS IT WAS NOT THE WORD “FROM WHOM” OR “BY WHOM,” BUT THE ONE “THROUGH WHOM (ALL THINGS WERE MADE).”…IT WAS NOT THE WORD WHO MADE ALL THINGS, AS IF HE WERE ENERGIZED BY ANOTHER, FOR "THROUGH WHOM" MEANS THAT ANOTHER MADE THEM AND THE WORD PROVIDED THE ENERGY. 
FRAGMENT 2, ON JOHN 1:4 IN THE SAYING, “WHAT WAS MADE IN HIM WAS LIFE" (JOHN 1:4), ‘IN HIM’ MEANS ‘FOR SPIRITUAL PEOPLE.’ FOR HE (THE WORD) PROVIDED THEM WITH THEIR FIRST FORM AT THEIR BIRTH, IN THAT WHAT HAD BEEN SOWN BY ANOTHER HE BROUGHT TO FORM, ILLUMINATION AND INTO AN OUTLINE OF ITS OWN, AND SET IT FORTH. 
FRAGMENT 3, ON JOHN 1:18 THE WORDS, “NO ONE HAS EVER SEEN GOD; THE ONLY SON, WHO IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, HE HAS MADE HIM KNOWN.” (JOHN 1:18), WERE SPOKEN, NOT BY THE BAPTIST, BUT BY THE DISCIPLE. 
FRAGMENT 4, ON JOHN 1:21 (IN JOHN 1:21, “AND THEY ASKED HIM, ‘WHAT THEN? ARE YOU ELIJAH?’ HE SAID, ‘I AM NOT.’ ‘ARE YOU THE PROPHET?’ AND HE ANSWERED, ‘NO.’) JOHN ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE WAS NOT THE CHRIST, AND NEITHER A PROPHET, NOR ELIJAH. 
FRAGMENT 5, ON JOHN 1:23 (IN JOHN 1:23, “HE SAID, ‘I AM THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, 'MAKE STRAIGHT THE [SEXLESS] WAY OF THE LORD,' AS THE PROPHET ISAIAH SAID.’”) THE WORD IS THE SAVIOR, THE VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS IS THAT SYMBOLIZED BY JOHN, AND THE ECHO IS THE WHOLE PROPHETIC ORDER...A VOICE WHICH IS WELL FITTED TO THE WORD, BECOMES WORD, JUST AS A WOMAN IS TRANSFORMED INTO A MAN...THE ECHO CAN BE CHANGED IN A SIMILAR WAY INTO A VOICE, GIVING THE PLACE OF A DISCIPLE TO THE VOICE WHICH IS CHANGED INTO WORD., BUT THE PLACE OF A SLAVE TO THE ECHO WHICH IS CHANGED INTO VOICE...WHEN THE SAVIOR SPEAKS OF A PROPHET AND ELIJAH [MATTHEW 11:9,14], HE IS SPEAKING NOT OF JOHN HIMSELF, BUT OF HIS ATTRIBUTES. BUT WHEN HE CALLS HIM GREATER THAN THE PROPHETS AND THAN THOSE WHO ARE BORN OF WOMEN [MATTHEW 11:9,11], THEN HE IS DESCRIBING THE CHARACTER OF JOHN HIMSELF. WHEN JOHN IS ASKED ABOUT HIMSELF, HIS ANSWERS RELATE TO HIMSELF, NOT TO ATTRIBUTES...HIS ATTRIBUTES, LIKE CLOTHES, WERE OTHER THAN HIMSELF. IF HE WERE ASKED ABOUT HIS CLOTHES “ARE YOU YOUR CLOTHES?” HE WOULD NOT HAVE ANSWERED "YES." ...THE JEWS SENT PRIESTS AND LEVITES TO QUESTION JOHN BECAUSE IT WAS FITTING FOR THESE PEOPLE TO CONCERN THEMSELVES WITH, AND INVESTIGATE THESE MATTERS, FOR THEY WERE FIRMLY DEVOTED TO GOD, AND BECAUSE HE (JOHN) WAS OF THE LEVITICAL TRIBE...THEY ASKED HIM IF HE WERE A PROPHET, WISHING TO KNOW THIS MORE GENERAL FACT [JOHN 1:21] ...IT WAS PROPHETICALLY ARRANGED THAT ISAIAH WOULD CALL HIM (JOHN) “GREATER,” SINCE NO OTHER OF ALL THOSE WHO PROPHESIED WAS DEEMED WORTHY OF THIS HONOR BY GOD. 
FRAGMENT 6, ON JOHN 1:25 (IN JOHN 1:25, “THEY ASKED HIM, ‘THEN WHY ARE YOU BAPTIZING, IF YOU ARE NEITHER THE CHRIST, NOR ELIJAH, NOR THE PROPHET?’”) THE WORDS OF THE PHARISEES IMPLY THAT THE OFFICE OF BAPTIZING BELONGED TO THE CHRIST AND ELIJAH AND TO EVERY PROPHET. ON THEM ALONE THERE IS AN OBLIGATION TO BAPTIZE…THE PHARISEES ASKED THE QUESTION FROM MALICE, AND NOT FROM A DESIRE TO LEARN. 
FRAGMENT 7, ON JOHN 1:26 JOHN'S ANSWERS TO THOSE SENT BY THE PHARISEES REFER NOT TO WHAT THEY ASKED, BUT TO WHAT HE WISHED. 
FRAGMENT 8, ON JOHN 1:26 (IN JOHN 1:26-27, “JOHN ANSWERED THEM, ‘I BAPTIZE WITH WATER; BUT THERE STANDS AMONG YOU ONE WHOM YOU DO NOT KNOW, EVEN HE WHO COMES AFTER ME, THE THONG OF WHOSE SANDAL I AM NOT WORTHY TO UNTIE.’”) THE WORDS, "THERE STANDS AMONG YOU” ARE EQUIVALENT TO "HE IS ALREADY HERE, AND HE IS IN THE WORLD AND AMONG HUMAN BEINGS, AND HE IS ALREADY MANIFEST TO YOU ALL.” ...THE STATEMENT, "HE WHO COMES AFTER ME," SHOWS JOHN TO BE THE FORERUNNER OF CHRIST, FOR HE IS IN FACT A KIND OF SERVANT RUNNING BEFORE HIS MASTER. IN THE WORDS, “THE THONG OF HIS SANDAL I AM NOT WORTHY TO UNTIE,” THE BAPTIST ACKNOWLEDGES THAT HE IS NOT WORTHY EVEN OF THE LOWLIEST SERVICE FOR CHRIST... (HE MEANS,) "I AM NOT WORTHY THAT FOR MY SAKE HE SHOULD COME DOWN FROM THE GREATNESS AND SHOULD ASSUME FLESH AS HIS SANDAL, CONCERNING WHICH I AM NOT ABLE TO GIVE ANY EXPLANATION OR DESCRIPTION, NOR TO UNLOOSE THE ARRANGEMENT OF IT." ...THE SANDAL MEANS THE WORLD...EVERYTHING MUST BE UNDERSTOOD IN RELATION TO THAT PERSON WHO WAS INDICATED THROUGH JOHN, THAT IS THE CRAFTSMAN OF THE WORLD, WHO ACKNOWLEDGES THROUGH THESE WORDS THAT HE IS INFERIOR TO CHRIST. 
FRAGMENT 9, ON JOHN 1:28 IN HERACLEON WE READ "BETHANY" (RATHER THAN THE VARIANT “BETHABARA” IN THE TEXT ORIGEN WAS FAMILIAR WITH). 
FRAGMENT 10, ON JOHN 1:29 (IN JOHN 1:29, “THE NEXT DAY HE SAW JESUS COMING TOWARD HIM, AND SAID, ‘BEHOLD, THE LAMB OF GOD, WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD!’”) JOHN SPOKE THE WORDS, "LAMB OF GOD" AS A PROPHET, BUT THE WORDS, "WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD" AS MORE THAN A PROPHET. THE FIRST EXPRESSION WAS SPOKEN WITH REFERENCE TO HIS BODY, THE SECOND WITH REFERENCE TO HIM WHO WAS IN THAT BODY. THE LAMB IS AN IMPERFECT MEMBER OF THE GENUS OF SHEEP; THE SAME BEING TRUE OF THE BODY AS COMPARED WITH THE ONE THAT DWELLS IN IT. HAD HE MEANT TO ATTRIBUTE PERFECTION TO THE BODY HE WOULD HAVE SPOKEN OF A RAM ABOUT TO BE SACRIFICED. 
FRAGMENT 11, ON JOHN 2:12 (IN JOHN 2:12, “AFTER THIS HE WENT DOWN TO CAPERNAUM, WITH HIS MOTHER AND HIS BROTHERS AND HIS DISCIPLES; AND THERE THEY STAYED FOR A FEW DAYS.”) THE WORDS, "AFTER THIS HE WENT DOWN TO CAPERNAUM," INDICATE THE BEGINNING OF A NEW DISPENSATION, FOR "HE WENT DOWN" IS NOT SAID IDLY. CAPERNAUM, MEANS THESE FARTHEST-OUT PARTS OF THE WORLD, THE MATERIAL REALM INTO WHICH HE DESCENDED. AND SINCE THE PLACE WAS ALIEN TO HIM, HE IS NOT REPORTED EITHER TO HAVE DONE ANYTHING OR SAID ANYTHING IN IT. 
FRAGMENT 12, ON JOHN 2:13 (IN JOHN 2:13, “THE PASSOVER OF THE JEWS WAS AT HAND, AND JESUS WENT UP TO JERUSALEM.”) THIS IS THE GREAT FEAST. IT WAS A TYPE OF THE PASSION OF THE SAVIOR, FOR THE LAMB WAS NOT ONLY SLAIN, BUT ON BEING CONSUMED, PROVIDED REST AS WELL. WHEN SACRIFICED, IT SIGNIFIED THE PASSION OF THE SAVIOR IN THIS WORLD; WHEN CONSUMED, THE REST THAT IS IN THE MARRIAGE. 
FRAGMENT 13, ON JOHN 2:13-16 THE ASCENT TO JERUSALEM SIGNIFIES THE ASCENT OF THE LORD FROM MATERIAL REALM THINGS TO THE ANIMATE (PSYCHIC) PLACE, WHICH IS AN IMAGE OF JERUSALEM. (IN JOHN 2:14, “IN THE SANCTUARY HE FOUND THOSE WHO WERE SELLING OXEN AND SHEEP AND PIGEONS, AND THE MONEY-CHANGERS AT THEIR BUSINESS.”) THE WORDS, "IN THE SANCTUARY, HE FOUND” AND NOT "IN THE TEMPLE" ARE USED SO THAT IT MAY NOT BE THOUGHT TO BE THE MERE “CALLING” (ANIMATE), APART FROM THE SPIRIT, WHICH ELICITS HELP FROM THE LORD. THE SANCTUARY IS THE HOLY OF HOLIES, INTO WHICH ONLY THE HIGH-PRIEST ENTERS, INTO WHICH THE SPIRITUAL GO. THE TEMPLE COURTYARD, WHERE THE LEVITES ALSO ENTER, IS A SYMBOL OF THE ANIMATE ONES WHO ATTAIN A SALVATION OUTSIDE THE FULLNESS (PLEROMA). THOSE WHO ARE FOUND IN THE TEMPLE SELLING OXEN AND SHEEP AND DOVES, AND THE MONEY-CHANGERS SITTING THERE REPRESENT THOSE WHO GIVE NOTHING AWAY OUT OF CHARITY, BUT REGARD THE ENTRANCE OF STRANGERS TO THE TEMPLE AS AN OCCASION OF TRADE AND PROFIT-MAKING, AND WHO PROVIDE THE SACRIFICES FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD FOR THEIR OWN GAIN AND LOVE OF MONEY. (IN JOHN 2:15-16, “AND MAKING A WHIP OF CORDS, HE DROVE THEM ALL, WITH THE SHEEP AND OXEN, OUT OF THE TEMPLE; AND HE POURED OUT THE COINS OF THE MONEY-CHANGERS AND OVERTURNED THEIR TABLES. AND HE TOLD THOSE WHO SOLD THE PIGEONS, ‘TAKE THESE THINGS AWAY; YOU SHALL NOT MAKE MY FATHER'S HOUSE A HOUSE OF TRADE.’”) AND THE WHIP WHICH JESUS MADE OF SMALL CORDS AND DID NOT RECEIVE FROM ANOTHER IS AN IMAGE OF THE POWER AND ENERGY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WHICH BLOWS AWAY THE WICKED. THE WHIP AND THE LINEN AND THE NAPKIN AND ALL SUCH THINGS FORM AN IMAGE OF THE POWER AND ENERGY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT...THE WHIP WAS TIED TO A PIECE OF WOOD, AND THIS WOOD IS A TYPE OF THE CROSS. ON THIS WOOD THE MERCHANTS WHO WERE INTENT ON GAIN, AND ALL WICKEDNESS WAS NAILED UP AND DONE AWAY...OUT OF THESE TWO SUBSTANCES WAS THE WHIP MADE, FOR HE DID NOT MAKE IT OF DEAD LEATHER, BUT IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT MAKE THE CHURCH NO LONGER A DEN OF ROBBERS, BUT THE HOUSE OF HIS FATHER. 
FRAGMENT 14, ON JOHN 2:17 "ZEAL FOR THY HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME." (JOHN 2:17) WAS SPOKEN FROM THE PERSON OF THOSE POWERS WHICH WERE CAST OUT AND DESTROYED BY THE SAVIOR. 
FRAGMENT 15, ON JOHN 2:19 (IN JOHN 2:19, “JESUS ANSWERED THEM, ‘DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE IT UP.’”) THE WORDS "IN THREE DAYS" ARE USED INSTEAD OF "ON THE THIRD DAY." THE THIRD DAY IS THE SPIRITUAL DAY, ON WHICH THE RESURRECTION OF THE CHURCH IS REVEALED. 
FRAGMENT 16, ON JOHN 2:20 (IN JOHN 2:20, “THE JEWS THEN SAID, ‘IT HAS TAKEN FORTY-SIX YEARS TO BUILD THIS TEMPLE, AND WILL YOU RAISE IT UP IN THREE DAYS?’”) THE FACT THAT SOLOMON COMPLETED THE TEMPLE IN FORTY-SIX YEARS IS AN IMAGE OF THE SAVIOR. THE NUMBER SIX REFERS TO MATTER, THAT IS, THE STRUCTURE (OF HIS BODY), AND THE NUMBER FORTY, WHICH IS THE UNCOMBINED FOUR (TETRAD) REFERS TO THE INBREATHING AND THE SEED IN THE INBREATHING. 
FRAGMENT 17, ON JOHN 4:12-15 (IN JOHN 4:13, JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID TO HER, “WHOEVER SHALL DRINK OF THIS WATER SHALL THIRST AGAIN. BUT WHOEVER SHALL DRINK OF THE WATER THAT I SHALL GIVE SHALL NEVER THIRST AGAIN.”) INSIPID, TEMPORARY, AND UNSATISFYING WAS THAT LIFE AND ITS GLORY, FOR IT WAS WORLDLY. THE PROOF OF IT BEING WORLDLY IS THE FACT THAT THE CATTLE OF JACOB DRANK FROM IT (I.E. THE WELL) ...BUT THE WATER WHICH THE SAVIOR GIVES IS FROM HIS SPIRIT AND HIS POWER...THE WORDS “SHALL NEVER THIRST AGAIN” MEAN THAT HIS LIFE IS ETERNAL AND NEVER PERISHES AS DOES THE FIRST (LIFE) WHICH THE WELL PROVIDES, BUT RATHER IS LASTING. FOR THE GRACE AND GIFT OF OUR SAVIOR CANNOT BE TAKEN AWAY, AND IS NOT CONSUMED OR DESTROYED IN THE ONE WHO PARTAKES OF IT. THE FIRST LIFE IS PERISHABLE... (IN JOHN 4:14, “THE WATER I SHALL GIVE THAT ONE SHALL BE A WELL OF WATER WITHIN SPRINGING UP INTO EVERLASTING LIFE.”) THE WORDS “SPRINGING UP” (JOHN 4:14) REFER TO THOSE WHO RECEIVE WHAT IS RICHLY SUPPLIED FROM ABOVE AND WHO THEMSELVES POUR FORTH FOR THE ETERNAL LIFE OF OTHERS THAT WHICH HAS BEEN SUPPLIED TO THEM... (IN JOHN 4:15, THE WOMAN SAYS TO HIM, “SIR GIVE ME THIS WATER, THAT I SHALL NOT THIRST, NOR COME HITHER TO DRAW.”) THE SAMARITAN WOMAN SHOWED THE KIND OF FAITH THAT WAS INSEPARABLE FROM HER NATURE AND CORRESPONDED TO IT, IN THAT SHE DID NOT HESITATE OVER WHAT HE TOLD HER...HAVING BEEN ONLY JUST PRICKED BY THE WORD, FROM THEN ON, SHE HATED EVEN THE PLACE OF THE SO-CALLED LIVING WATER...THROUGH HER WORDS, THE WOMAN REVEALS THAT THE WATER WAS TOILSOME, DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN, AND NOT WHOLESOME. 
FRAGMENT 18, ON JOHN 4:16-18 (IN JOHN 4:16, “HE SAID TO HER, ‘GO AND CALL YOUR HUSBAND AND COME HITHER.’”) IT IS CLEAR THAT HE WAS SAYING SOMETHING LIKE THIS, “IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE THIS WATER, GO CALL YOUR HUSBAND.” THE HUSBAND OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN MENTIONED BY JESUS IS HER FULLNESS, SO THAT, ON COMING WITH HIM TO THE SAVIOR, SHE MAY OBTAIN FROM HIM POWER AND UNION AND THE MINGLING WITH HER FULLNESS. FOR HE WAS NOT SPEAKING TO HER ABOUT HER EARTHLY HUSBAND AND TELLING HER TO CALL HIM, FOR HE KNEW QUITE WELL THAT SHE HAD NO LAWFUL HUSBAND...THE SAVIOR SAID TO HER, “CALL YOUR HUSBAND AND COME HITHER,” AND MEANT BY THIS HER PARTNER FROM THE FULLNESS...IN THE SPIRITUAL SENSE SHE DID NOT KNOW HER HUSBAND, IN THE SIMPLE SENSE SHE WAS ASHAMED TO SAY THAT SHE HAD AN ADULTERER, NOT A HUSBAND... (THE WORDS) “YOU HAVE RIGHTLY SAID THAT YOU DO NOT HAVE A HUSBAND” (JOHN 4:17) MEAN THAT IN THE WORLD THE SAMARITAN WOMAN HAD NO HUSBAND, FOR HER HUSBAND WAS IN THE AEON (I.E. FULLNESS). (IN JOHN 4:18: “YOU HAVE HAD FIVE HUSBANDS AND THE ONE YOU HAVE NOW IS NOT YOUR HUSBAND.”) THE SIX MEN INDICATE THE WHOLE OF THE MATERIAL EVIL IN WHICH SHE WAS INVOLVED AND WITH WHICH CONSORTED, WHEN SHE LIVED IRRATIONALLY IN DEBAUCHERY, AND WAS INSULTED, REJECTED AND ABANDONED BY THEM (THE MEN). 
FRAGMENT 19, ON JOHN 4:19 (IN JOHN IT SAYS “THE WOMAN SAID TO HIM, ‘SIR, I PERCEIVE THAT YOU ARE A PROPHET.’”) THE SAMARITAN WOMAN ACKNOWLEDGED WHAT WAS SAID TO HER BY HIM. FOR IT IS CHARACTERISTIC OF A PROPHET TO KNOW ALL THINGS...SHE BEHAVED IN A WAY SUITED TO HER NATURE, FOR SHE NEITHER DENIED, NOR EXPLICITLY ACKNOWLEDGED HER SHAME. SHE WAS CONVINCED THAT HE WAS A PROPHET AND, BY HER QUESTION, SHE REVEALED AT THE SAME TIME THE REASON FOR WHICH SHE HAD COMMITTED IMMORALITY. BECAUSE OF IGNORANCE OF GOD AND OF THE WORSHIP AGREEABLE TO GOD, SHE HAD ALSO NEGLECTED ALL THE THINGS THAT WERE ESSENTIAL FOR HER LIFE, WHEREAS WHAT IS NECESSARY IN LIFE WAS ALWAYS OTHERWISE AVAILABLE TO HER. FOR SHE WOULD NOT HAVE COME TO THE WELL WHICH WAS OUTSIDE THE CITY...WANTING TO LEARN IN THAT WAY, AND PLEASING WHOM, AND WORSHIPPING GOD, SHE MIGHT BE RELEASED FROM HER IMMORALITY, SHE SAID “OUR FATHERS WORSHIPPED ON THIS MOUNTAIN; AND YOU SAY THAT IN JERUSALEM IS THE PLACE WHERE MEN OUGHT TO WORSHIP." (JOHN 4:20) 
FRAGMENT 20, ON JOHN 4:21 (IN JOHN IT SAYS, “JESUS SAID TO HER, ‘WOMAN, BELIEVE ME, THE HOUR IS COMING WHEN NEITHER ON THIS MOUNTAIN NOR IN JERUSALEM WILL YOU WORSHIP THE FATHER.’”) THE MOUNTAIN REPRESENTS THE DEVIL, OR HIS WORLD, SINCE THE DEVIL WAS ONE PART OF THE WHOLE OF MATTER, BUT THE WORLD IS THE TOTAL MOUNTAIN OF EVIL, A DESERTED DWELLING PLACE OF BEASTS, TO WHICH ALL WHO LIVED BEFORE THE LAW AND ALL GENTILES RENDER WORSHIP. BUT JERUSALEM REPRESENTS THE CREATION OR THE CREATOR WHOM THE JEWS WORSHIP...THE MOUNTAIN IS THE CREATION WHICH THE GENTILES WORSHIP, BUT JERUSALEM IS THE CREATOR WHOM THE JEWS SERVE. YOU THEN WHO ARE SPIRITUAL SHOULD WORSHIP NEITHER THE CREATION NOR THE CRAFTSMAN, BUT THE FATHER OF TRUTH. AND HE (JESUS) ACCEPTS HER (THE SAMARITAN WOMAN) AS ONE OF THE ALREADY FAITHFUL, AND TO BE COUNTED WITH THOSE WHO WORSHIP IN TRUTH. 
FRAGMENT 21, ON JOHN 4:22 (IN JOHN, “YOU WORSHIP WHAT YOU DO NOT KNOW; WE WORSHIP WHAT WE KNOW, FOR SALVATION IS OF THE JEWS.”) THE “YOU” STANDS FOR THE JEWS AND THE GENTILES...WE MUST NOT WORSHIP AS THE GREEKS DO, WHO BELIEVE IN THE THINGS OF MATTER, AND SERVE WOOD AND STONE, NOR WORSHIP THE DIVINE AS THE JEWS. THEY WHO THINK THEY ALONE KNOW GOD DO NOT KNOW HIM, AND WORSHIP ANGELS, THE MONTH, AND THE MOON. 
FRAGMENT 22, ON JOHN 4:22-23 “WE WORSHIP” MEANS THE ONE WHO IS IN THE AEON (I.E. THE SAVIOR), AND THOSE WHO HAVE COME WITH HIM. FOR THEY KNEW WHOM THEY WORSHIP BECAUSE THEY WORSHIP IN TRUTH. THE WORDS “SALVATION IS OF THE JEWS” ARE SAID BECAUSE HE WAS BORN IN JUDEA, BUT NOT AMONG THEM AND BECAUSE FROM THAT RACE SALVATION AND THE WORD CAME FORTH INTO THE WORLD. AS FAR AS THE SPIRITUAL SENSE IS CONCERNED, SALVATION CAME FROM THE JEWS BECAUSE THEY ARE IMAGES OF THOSE WHO ARE IN THE FULLNESS... (IN JOHN 4:23, IT CONTINUES, “BUT THE HOUR IS COMING, AND NOW IS, WHEN THE TRUE WORSHIPERS WILL WORSHIP THE FATHER IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH, FOR SUCH THE FATHER SEEKS TO WORSHIP HIM”) FOR THE PREVIOUS WORSHIPPERS WORSHIPPED IN FLESH AND IN ERROR HIM WHO IS NOT THE FATHER...THEY WORSHIPPED THE CREATION AND NOT THE TRUE CREATOR (CF. ROMANS 1:25), WHO IS CHRIST, SINCE “ALL THINGS CAME INTO BEING THROUGH HIM, AND APART FROM HIM NOTHING CAME INTO BEING.” (JOHN 1:3) 
FRAGMENT 23, ON JOHN 4:23 CONTINUED LOST IN THE DEEP MATTER OF ERROR IS THAT WHICH IS AKIN TO THE FATHER, WHICH IS SOUGHT AFTER IN ORDER THAT THE FATHER MAY BE WORSHIPPED BY THOSE WHO ARE AKIN TO HIM. 
FRAGMENT 24, ON JOHN 4:24 (IN JOHN 4:24A, IT SAYS,) “GOD IS SPIRIT.” UNDEFILED, PURE, AND INVISIBLE IS HIS DIVINE NATURE. (IN JOHN 4:24B, IT SAYS,) “THOSE WHO WORSHIP HIM MUST WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH." WORTHILY OF THE ONE WHO IS WORSHIPPED, IN A SPIRITUAL, NOT A FLESHLY FASHION. FOR THOSE WHO HAVE THE SAME NATURE AS THE FATHER ARE THEMSELVES SPIRIT, AND THEY WORSHIP IN TRUTH, NOT IN ERROR, AS THE APOSTLE TEACHES WHEN HE CALLS THIS KIND OF PIETY “A RATIONAL SERVICE.” (ROMANS 12:2) 
FRAGMENT 25, ON JOHN 4:25 (IN JOHN IT SAYS, “THE WOMAN SAID TO HIM, ‘I KNOW THAT MESSIAH IS COMING, HE WHO IS CALLED CHRIST; WHEN HE COMES, HE WILL SHOW US ALL THINGS.’”) THE CHURCH RECEIVED CHRIST AND WAS PERSUADED CONCERNING HIM THAT HE ALONE KNOWS ALL THINGS. 
FRAGMENT 26, ON JOHN 4:26-27 (ACCORDING TO JOHN 4:26, JESUS SAID TO HER,) "I WHO SPEAK TO YOU AM HE." SINCE THE SAMARITAN WOMAN WAS CONVINCED THAT CHRIST, WHEN HE CAME, WOULD ANNOUNCE EVERYTHING TO HER, HE SAID ‘KNOW THAT I WHO SPEAK WITH YOU AM HE WHOM YOU EXPECT.’ AND WHEN HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE, THE EXPECTED ONE, HAD COME, “HIS DISCIPLES CAME” (JOHN 4:27), FOR ON THEIR ACCOUNT HE HAD COME TO SAMARIA. 
FRAGMENT 27, ON JOHN 4:28-30 (IN JOHN 4:28-29, “SO THE WOMAN LEFT HER WATER JAR, AND WENT AWAY INTO THE CITY, AND SAID TO THE PEOPLE, ‘COME, SEE A MAN WHO TOLD ME ALL THAT I EVER DID. CAN THIS BE THE CHRIST?’”) THE WATER JAR WHICH IS CAPABLE OF RECEIVING LIFE IS THE DISPOSITION AND THE THOUGHT OF THE POWER WHICH IS FROM THE SAVIOR. SHE LEFT IT WITH HIM, THAT IS, SHE HAD WITH THE SAVIOR SUCH A VESSEL IN WHICH SHE HAD COME TO FETCH LIVING WATER. SHE RETURNED TO THE WORLD TO ANNOUNCE THE GOOD TIDINGS OF CHRIST’S COMING TO THE “CALLING” (I.E. THE ANIMATE ONES). FOR THROUGH THE SPIRIT AND BY THE SPIRIT THE SOUL IS DRAWN TO THE SAVIOR. (IN JOHN 4:30, “THEY WENT OUT OF THE CITY AND WERE COMING TO HIM.”) “THEY WENT OUT OF THE CITY” MEANS OUT OF THEIR FORMER WAY OF LIFE, WHICH WAS WORLDLY. AND THEY CAME THROUGH FAITH TO THE SAVIOR. 
FRAGMENT 28, ON JOHN 4:31 (IN JOHN 4:31, “MEANWHILE THE DISCIPLES BESOUGHT HIM, SAYING, ‘RABBI, EAT.’) THEY WISHED TO SHARE WITH HIM SOME OF WHAT THEY HAD OBTAINED BY PURCHASE IN SAMARIA. FRAGMENT 29, ON JOHN 4:32 (IN JOHN 4:32, HE SAID TO THEM,) “I HAVE FOOD TO EAT OF WHICH YOU DO NOT KNOW.” HERACLEON SAYS NOTHING ON THIS TEXT. 
FRAGMENT 30, ON JOHN 4:33 (IN JOHN 4:33, “SO THE DISCIPLES SAID TO ONE ANOTHER, ‘HAS ANY ONE BROUGHT HIM FOOD?’”) THEY UNDERSTOOD IN A RATHER LOW WAY, AND IMITATED THE SAMARITAN WOMAN WHEN SHE SAID, “YOU HAVE NO BUCKET TO DRAW WITH AND THE WELL IS DEEP” 
FRAGMENT 31, ON JOHN 4:34 (IN JOHN 4:34, “JESUS SAID TO THEM, ‘MY FOOD IS TO DO THE WILL OF HIM WHO SENT ME, AND TO ACCOMPLISH HIS WORK.’”) WITH THE WORDS “MY FOOD IS TO DO THE WILL OF HIM WHO SENT ME,” THE SAVIOR EXPLAINS TO THE DISCIPLES THAT THIS WAS WHAT HE HAD DISCUSSED WITH THE WOMAN, CALLING THE WILL OF THE FATHER HIS “FOOD.” FOR THIS WAS HIS SUSTENANCE, REST, AND POWER. THE WILL OF THE FATHER IS THAT HUMAN BEINGS SHOULD KNOW THE FATHER AND BE SAVED. THIS IS THE WORK OF THE SAVIOR, ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH HE WAS SENT TO SAMARIA, THAT IS, INTO THE WORLD. 
FRAGMENT 32, ON JOHN 4:35 (IN JOHN 4:35, “DO YOU NOT SAY, 'THERE ARE YET FOUR MONTHS, THEN COMES THE HARVEST'? I TELL YOU, LIFT UP YOUR EYES, AND SEE HOW THE FIELDS ARE ALREADY WHITE FOR HARVEST.”) HE SPEAKS OF THE HARVEST OF CROPS AS HAVING A FIXED PERIOD OF FOUR MONTHS, WHEREAS THE HARVEST OF WHICH HE IS SPEAKING WAS ALREADY FULFILLED. THE HARVEST IS OF THE SOULS OF BELIEVERS. THEY ARE ALREADY RIPE, READY FOR HARVEST, AND SUITABLE FOR BEING GATHERED INTO THE BARN, THAT IS, THROUGH FAITH INTO REST, ALL THOSE WHO ARE READY. FOR THEY ARE NOT ALL READY. SOME WERE ALREADY READY, SOME WERE ON THE POINT OF BEING READY, SOME ARE NEAR TO BEING READY, AND SOME ARE STILL BEING SOWN. 
FRAGMENT 33, ON JOHN 4:35 CONTINUED WHAT IS INDICATED BY THE TEXT, “THE HARVEST IS GREAT BUT THE LABORERS ARE FEW” (MATTHEW 9:37) IS THE SAME AS IS SAID BY MEANS OF THE OTHER STATEMENT. IT REFERS TO BEING READY FOR HARVEST AND SUITABLE FOR GATHERING INTO THE BARN, THROUGH FAITH INTO REST, AND SUITED FOR SALVATION AND FOR RECEPTION OF THE WORD. 
FRAGMENT 34, ON JOHN 4:36 (IN JOHN 4:36A, “THE ONE WHO REAPS RECEIVES A WAGE, AND GATHERS FRUIT FOR ETERNAL LIFE.”) THE WORDS, “THE ONE WHO REAPS RECEIVES A WAGE” ARE SAID BECAUSE THE SAVIOR CALL HIMSELF “THE ONE WHO REAPS.” AND THE [SEXLESS] WAGE OF OUR LORD IS THE SALVATION AND RESTORATION (APOKATASTASIS) OF THOSE WHO ARE HARVESTED, BROUGHT ABOUT BY HIS RESTING UPON THEM. “AND GATHERS FRUIT FOR ETERNAL LIFE,” IS STATED EITHER BECAUSE WHAT IS GATHERED IS THE FRUIT OF ETERNAL LIFE OR BECAUSE IT IS ITSELF ETERNAL LIFE. 
FRAGMENT 35, ON JOHN 4:36-37 THE WORDS “SO THAT THE SOWER AND THE REAPER MAY REJOICE TOGETHER” (JOHN 4:36B) FOR THE SOWER REJOICES BECAUSE HE SOWS, AND BECAUSE SOME OF HIS SEEDS ARE GATHERED ALREADY, AND HE HAS HOPE FOR THE REST OF THEM. THE REAPER ALSO REJOICES BECAUSE HE HARVESTS. BUT THE FORMER BEGAN BY SOWING, THE LATTER BY REAPING. THEY COULD NOT BEGIN AT THE SAME TIME, FOR SOWING MUST COME FIRST AND REAPING AFTERWARDS. WHEN THE SOWER STOPS SOWING, THE REAPER IS STILL REAPING. BUT, AT PRESENT, BOTH FULFILL THEIR INDIVIDUAL TASKS AND BOTH REJOICE BECAUSE THEY CONSIDER THE PERFECTION OF THE SEEDS AS A COMMON JOY. AND ON THE WORDS “FOR HERE THE SAYING HOLDS TRUE, 'ONE SOWS AND ANOTHER REAPS.’” (JOHN 4:37): THE SON OF MAN ABOVE THE PLACE (OF THE MIDDLE) SOWS; THE SAVIOR, HIMSELF ALSO THE SON OF MAN, HARVESTS AND SENDS AS REAPERS THE ANGELS REPRESENTED BY THE DISCIPLES, EACH FOR HIS OWN SOUL. 
FRAGMENT 36, ON JOHN 4:38 (IN JOHN 4:38, “I SENT YOU TO REAP THAT FOR WHICH YOU DID NOT LABOR; OTHERS HAVE LABORED, AND YOU HAVE ENTERED INTO THEIR LABOR.") NEITHER THROUGH THEM NOR BY THEM WERE THESE SEEDS SOWN, MEANING THE APOSTLES. THOSE WHO LABORED ARE THE ANGELS OF THE DISPENSATION, THROUGH WHOM - AS MEDIATORS - IT (THE SEED) WAS SOWN AND BROUGHT UP. “YOU HAVE ENTERED INTO THEIR LABOR” MEANS THOSE WHO SOW AND THOSE WHO REAP DO NOT HAVE THE SAME WORK. THE FORMER, IN COLD AND RAIN AND WITH MUCH TOIL, DIG UP THE EARTH AND SOW. THROUGH THE ENTIRE WINTER, THEY CARE FOR IT BY HOEING AND CLEARING AWAY THE WEEDS. BUT THE LATTER ENTER UPON A PREPARED FRUIT IN SUMMER AND JOYFULLY REAP. 
FRAGMENT 37, ON JOHN 4:39 (IN JOHN 4:39, “MANY SAMARITANS FROM THAT CITY BELIEVED IN HIM BECAUSE OF THE WOMAN'S TESTIMONY, ‘THAT ONE TOLD ME ALL THAT I EVER DID.’) THE WORDS “FROM THE CITY” MEAN “FROM THE WORLD.” AND THE PHRASE “BECAUSE OF THE WOMAN’S TESTIMONY” MEANS “BECAUSE OF THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH.” THE WORD “MANY” WAS USED BECAUSE THERE ARE MANY ANIMATE PEOPLE BUT “THE ONE” IS THE IMPERISHABLE NATURE OF THE ELECTION, UNIFORM AND UNIQUE. 
FRAGMENT 38, ON JOHN 4:40 (IN JOHN 4:40, “SO WHEN THE SAMARITANS CAME TO HIM, THEY ASKED HIM TO STAY WITH THEM; AND HE STAYED WITH THEM FOR TWO DAYS.”) “HE STAYED WITH THEM,” NOT ‘AMONG THEM’ AND “FOR TWO DAYS,” SIGNIFYING EITHER THE PRESENT AGE AND THE ONE TO COME IN MARRIAGE, OR THE TIME BEFORE THE PASSION AND THE PERIOD AFTERWARDS DURING WHICH HE STAYED WITH THEM, CONVERTED MANY MORE TO FAITH THROUGH HIS OWN WORDS, AND THE DEPARTED FROM THEM. 
FRAGMENT 39, ON JOHN 4:42 IN THE WORDS “IT IS NO LONGER BECAUSE OF YOUR WORDS THAT WE BELIEVE” (JOHN 4:42A), THE WORD ‘ONLY’ IS MISSING. “FOR WE HAVE HEARD FOR OURSELVES, AND WE KNOW THAT THIS IS INDEED THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD.” (JOHN 4:42B) AT FIRST PEOPLE BELIEVE IN THE SAVIOR BECAUSE THEY ARE LED, TO THAT POINT BY OTHERS, BUT WHEN THEY ENCOUNTER HIS WORDS, THEY NO LONGER BELIEVE BECAUSE OF HUMAN TESTIMONY ALONE, BUT BECAUSE OF THE TRUTH ITSELF. 
FRAGMENT 40, ON JOHN 4:46-53 (IN JOHN 4:46, “SO HE CAME AGAIN TO CANA IN GALILEE, WHERE HE HAD MADE THE WATER WINE. AND AT CAPERNAUM THERE WAS AN OFFICIAL WHOSE CHILD WAS ILL.) THE OFFICIAL WAS THE CRAFTSMAN, FOR HE HIMSELF RULED LIKE A KING OVER THOSE UNDER HIM. BECAUSE HIS DOMAIN IS SMALL AND TRANSITORY, HE WAS CALLED AN “OFFICIAL,” LIKE A PETTY PRINCELING WHO IS SET OVER A SMALL KINGDOM BY THE UNIVERSAL KING. THE “CHILD” “IN CAPERNAUM” IS ONE WHO IS IN THE LOWER PART OF THE MIDDLE (I.E. OF ANIMATE SUBSTANCE), WHICH LIES NEAR THE SEA, THAT IS, WHICH IS LINKED WITH MATTER. THE CHILD’S PROPER PERSON WAS SICK, THAT IS, IN A CONDITION NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CHILD’S PROPER NATURE, IN IGNORANCE AND SINS. (IN JOHN 4:47, “WHEN HE HEARD THAT JESUS HAD COME FROM JUDEA TO GALILEE, HE WENT AND BEGGED HIM TO COME DOWN AND HEAL HIS CHILD, FOR IT WAS AT THE POINT OF DEATH.”) THE WORDS “FROM JUDEA TO GALILEE” MEAN ‘FROM THE JUDEA ABOVE.’...BY THE WORDS “IT WAS AT THE POINT OF DEATH,” THE TEACHING OF THOSE WHO CLAIM THAT THE SOUL IS IMMORTAL IS REFUTED. IN AGREEMENT WITH THIS IS THE STATEMENT THAT “THE BODY AND SOUL ARE DESTROYED IN HELL.” (MATTHEW 10:28) THE SOUL IS NOT IMMORTAL, BUT IS POSSESSED ONLY OF A DISPOSITION TOWARDS SALVATION, FOR IT IS THE PERISHABLE WHICH PUTS ON IMPERISHABILITY AND THE MORTAL WHICH PUTS ON IMMORTALITY WHEN “ITS DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY.” (1 CORINTHIANS 15:54) ON “UNLESS YOU SEE SIGNS AND WONDERS YOU WILL NOT BELIEVE.” (JOHN 4:48): IT IS FITTINGLY SAID TO THE KIND OF PERSON WHOSE NATURE IS DETERMINED THROUGH WORKS, AND WHO IS CONVINCED BY MEANS OF SENSE-PERCEPTION AND DOES NOT BELIEVE THE WORD. THE WORDS, “COME BEFORE MY CHILD DIES” (JOHN 4:49) WERE SPOKEN BECAUSE DEATH IS THE GOAL AND END OF THE LAW WHICH KILLS THROUGH SINS. BEFORE THE CHILD WAS UTTERLY PUT TO DEATH THROUGH SIN, THE FATHER ASKS THE ONLY SAVIOR TO HELP HIS CHILD, THAT IS, THE NATURE THUS CONSTITUTED. (IN JOHN 4:50, “JESUS SAID TO HIM, ‘GO; YOUR SON WILL LIVE.’ THE MAN BELIEVED THE WORD THAT JESUS SPOKE TO HIM AND WENT HIS WAY.”) THE WORDS, “YOUR CHILD WILL LIVE”, WERE SAID BY THE SAVIOR MODESTLY, FOR HE DID NOT SAY, ‘LET HIM LIVE,’ NOR DID HE MAKE IT KNOWN THAT HE HIMSELF PROVIDED THE LIFE. HE WENT DOWN TO THE SICK PERSON AND HEALED THE ILLNESS, AND HAVING RAISED THAT ONE TO LIFE THROUGH FORGIVENESS, SAID, “YOUR CHILD WILL LIVE.” THE WORDS “THE MAN BELIEVED” MEAN THAT EVEN THE CRAFTSMAN IS VERY READY TO BELIEVE THAT THE SAVIOR, EVEN IF NOT PRESENT, IS ABLE TO HEAL. (IN JOHN 4:51, “AS HE WAS GOING DOWN, HIS SERVANTS MET HIM AND TOLD HIM, ‘YOUR CHILD LIVES!’”) THE WORDS “HIS SERVANTS” REFER TO THE ANGELS OF THE CRAFTSMAN WHO BRING TIDINGS IN THE WORDS “YOUR CHILD LIVES” THAT THE CHILD IS BEHAVING FITTINGLY AND RIGHTLY, AND NO LONGER DOING WHAT IS UNSEEMLY. THE SERVANTS BRING NEWS TO THE OFFICIAL ABOUT THE SALVATION OF HIS CHILD, SINCE THE ANGELS ARE THE FIRST TO SEE THE ACTIONS OF HUMAN BEINGS IN THE WORLD, WHETHER THEY HAVE CONDUCTED THEMSELVES WELL AND SINCERELY SINCE THE SOJOURN OF THE SAVIOR. (IN JOHN 4:52, “SO HE ASKED THEM THE HOUR WHEN HE BEGAN TO MEND, AND THEY SAID TO HIM, ‘YESTERDAY AT THE SEVENTH HOUR THE FEVER LEFT HIM.’”) BY THE HOUR, THE NATURE OF THE PERSON HEALED IS DEFINED (AS ANIMATE). (IN JOHN 4:53, “THE FATHER KNEW THAT WAS THE HOUR WHEN JESUS HAD SAID TO HIM, ‘YOUR CHILD WILL LIVE’; AND HE HIMSELF BELIEVED, AND ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD.”) IN ADDITION, “HE HIMSELF BELIEVED, AND ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD” IS SAID WITH REFERENCE TO THE ORDER OF ANGELS AND THE HUMAN BEINGS WHO ARE AKIN TO HIM (I.E. THE CRAFTSMAN). THERE IS A QUESTION ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT SOME OF THE ANGELS WILL BE SAVED, NAMELY THOSE WHO DESCENDED TO THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN (GENESIS 6:2). THE DESTRUCTION OF THE HUMAN BEINGS OF THE CRAFTSMAN IS MADE CLEAR IN THE WORDS “THE CHILDREN OF THE KINGDOM WILL BE CAST OUT INTO OUTER DARKNESS.” (MATTHEW 8:12) CONCERNING THEM, ISAIAH PROPHESIED, “CHILDREN DID I REAR AND BRING UP, BUT THEY HAVE REJECTED ME” (ISAIAH 1:2), AND HE CALLS THEM ALIEN CHILDREN, AND A WICKED AND LAWLESS SEED, A VINEYARD WHICH PRODUCES THORNS (ISAIAH 5:6). 
FRAGMENT 41, ON JOHN 8:21 (IN JOHN 8:2, “AGAIN HE SAID TO THEM, ‘I GO AWAY, AND YOU WILL SEEK ME AND DIE IN YOUR SIN; WHERE I AM GOING, YOU CANNOT COME.’”) HOW CAN THEY COME TO BE IN A STATE OF IMPERISHABILITY WHEN THEY ARE IN IGNORANCE, UNBELIEF AND SIN? 
FRAGMENT 42, ON JOHN 8:22 (IN JOHN 8:22, “THEN SAID THE JEWS, ‘WILL HE KILL HIMSELF, SINCE HE SAYS, “WHERE I AM GOING, YOU CANNOT COME”?’”) THE JEWS SAID THIS BECAUSE THEY ENTERTAINED EVIL THOUGHTS AND CONSIDERED THEMSELVES GREATER THAN THE SAVIOR. THEY SUPPOSED THAT THEY THEMSELVES WOULD GO AWAY TO GOD FOR ETERNAL REST, BUT THE SAVIOR, MAKING AWAY WITH HIMSELF, TO CORRUPTION AND DEATH UNTO WHICH THEY THOUGHT THEY WOULD NOT GO. THE JEWS BELIEVED THAT THE SAVIOR SAID, ‘I AM ABOUT TO DO AWAY WITH MYSELF AND GO TO CORRUPTION, WHERE YOU CANNOT COME.’ 
FRAGMENT 43, ON JOHN 8:37 (IN JOHN 8:37, “I KNOW THAT YOU ARE DESCENDANTS OF ABRAHAM; YET YOU SEEK TO KILL ME, BECAUSE MY WORD FINDS NO PLACE IN YOU.”) “BECAUSE MY WORD FINDS NO PLACE IN YOU” MEANS IT HAS NO PLACE BECAUSE THEY ARE UNSUITABLE FOR IT EITHER BY THEIR SUBSTANCE OR BY THEIR DISPOSITION. 
FRAGMENT 44, ON JOHN 8:43-44A (IN JOHN 8:43-44A, “WHY DO YOU NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT I SAY? IT IS BECAUSE YOU CANNOT BEAR TO HEAR MY WORD. YOU ARE OF YOUR FATHER THE DEVIL, AND YOUR WISH IS TO DO YOUR FATHER'S DESIRES.”) THE REASON WHY THEY WERE UNABLE TO HEAR JESUS’ WORDS AND UNDERSTAND WHAT HE SAID IS PROVIDED IN THE WORDS, “YOU ARE OF YOUR FATHER THE DEVIL.” HE SAYS, ‘WHY ARE YOU UNABLE TO HEAR MY WORD? BECAUSE YOU ARE OF YOUR FATHER THE DEVIL’ MEANING YOU ARE OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE DEVIL. THUS, HE MAKES CLEAR THEIR NATURE, AFTER CONVINCING THEM IN ADVANCE THAT THEY ARE NEITHER THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM OTHERWISE THEY WOULD NOT HAVE HATED HIM, NOR CHILDREN OF GOD BECAUSE THEY DID NOT LOVE HIM. 
FRAGMENT 45, ON JOHN 8:44A THOSE TO WHOM THE WORD CAME WERE OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE DEVIL. FRAGMENT 46, ON JOHN 8:44A THE, VERSE “YOU ARE OF YOUR FATHER THE DEVIL” IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS MEANING ‘OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE AS THE DEVIL.’ ON “AND YOUR WISH IS TO DO YOUR FATHER’S DESIRES”: THE DEVIL HAS NO WILL, BUT ONLY DESIRES. . . THIS WAS SAID NOT TO THOSE WHO ARE BY NATURE CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL, BUT TO THE ANIMATE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BECOME CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL BY INTENT. SOME WHO ARE OF THIS NATURE MAY ALSO BE CALLED CHILDREN OF GOD BY INTENT. BECAUSE THEY HAVE LOVED THE DESIRES OF THE DEVIL AND PERFORMED THEM, THEY BECOME CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL, THOUGH THEY WERE NOT SUCH BY NATURE. THE WORD “CHILDREN” MAY BE UNDERSTOOD IN THREE WAYS: FIRST, BY NATURE; SECONDLY, BY INCLINATION; THIRDLY, BY MERIT. (A CHILD) BY NATURE MEANS (THE CHILD) IS BEGOTTEN BY SOMEONE WHO IS HIMSELF BEGOTTEN, AND IS PROPERLY CALLED “CHILD.” (A CHILD) BY INCLINATION IS WHEN ONE WHO DOES THE WILL OF ANOTHER PERSON BY HIS OWN INCLINATION IS CALLED THE CHILD OF THE ONE WHOSE WILL HE DOES. (A CHILD) BY MERIT IS WHEN SOME ARE KNOWN AS CHILDREN OF HELL, OR OF DARKNESS AND LAWLESSNESS, AND THE OFFSPRING OF SNAKES AND VIPERS. FOR THESE DO NO PRODUCE ANYTHING BY THEIR OWN NATURE; THEY ARE DESTRUCTIVE AND CONSUME THOSE THAT ARE CAST INTO THEM; BUT, SINCE THEY DID THEIR WORKS, THEY ARE CALLED THEIR CHILDREN...HE NOW CALLS THEM CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL, NOT BECAUSE THE DEVIL PRODUCES ANY OF THEM, BUT BECAUSE BY DOING THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL THEY BECAME LIKE HIM. 
FRAGMENT 47, ON JOHN 8:44B (IN JOHN 8:44B, “HE WAS A MURDERER FROM THE BEGINNING, AND HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE TRUTH, BECAUSE THERE IS NO TRUTH IN HIM. WHEN HE LIES, HE SPEAKS ACCORDING TO HIS OWN NATURE, FOR HE IS A LIAR AND THE FATHER OF LIES.”) HIS NATURE IS NOT OF THE TRUTH, BUT THE OPPOSITE TO THE TRUTH: ERROR AND IGNORANCE. THEREFORE, HE CAN NEITHER STAND IN TRUTH, NOR HAVE THE TRUTH IN HIMSELF. FROM HIS NATURE HE HAS FALSEHOOD AS HIS OWN, AND BY NATURE HE CAN NEVER SPEAK THE TRUTH. NOT ONLY IS HE HIMSELF A LIAR, BUT HE IS ALSO FALSEHOOD’S FATHER. HIS “FATHER” MEANS HIS NATURE, SINCE IT IS COMPOSED OF ERROR AND FALSEHOOD. 
FRAGMENT 48, ON JOHN 8:50 (IN JOHN 8:50, “YET I DO NOT SEEK MY OWN GLORY; THERE IS ONE WHO SEEKS IT AND HE WILL BE THE JUDGE.”) THE WORDS “THERE IS ONE WHO SEEKS IT, AND HE WILL BE THE JUDGE” DO NOT REFER TO THE FATHER. THE ONE WHO SEEKS AND JUDGES IS THE ONE WHO AVENGES ME, THE SERVANT COMMISSIONED FOR THAT PURPOSE, WHO DOES NOT BEAR THE SWORD IN VAIN, THE AVENGER OF THE KING. THIS IS MOSES, AS HE SAID TO THEM PREVIOUSLY IN THE WORDS, “ON WHO YOU SET YOUR HOPE.” (JOHN 5:45) THE ONE WHO JUDGES AND PUNISHES IS MOSES, THAT IS, THE LAW-GIVER HIMSELF. HOW THEN DOES HE NOT SAY THAT ALL JUDGEMENT HAS BEEN DELIVERED TO HIM? (CF. JOHN 5:22) HE AFFIRMS IT RIGHTLY: FOR THE JUDGE DOES THIS WILL AS A SERVANT WHEN HE JUDGES, AS HAPPENS CLEARLY AMONG HUMAN BEINGS. 
FRAGMENTS PRESERVED IN THE WRITINGS OF CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA:
FRAGMENT 49, ON MATTHEW 3:11 JOHN SAYS, “I BAPTIZE YOU WITH WATER, BUT THERE COMES AFTER ME ONE WHO BAPTIZES WITH SPIRIT AND FIRE.” (MATTHEW 3:11) HE BAPTIZED NO ONE WITH FIRE. BUT SOME HAVE MARKED WITH FIRE THE EARS OF THOSE WHO ARE SEALED, AND HAVE THUS UNDERSTOOD THE APOSTOLIC WORD. (HERACLEON IS REFERRING HERE TO THE GNOSTIC GROUP LEAD BY MARCELLINA.) 
FRAGMENT 50, ON LUKE 12:8 (IN LUKE 12:8, “I ASSURE YOU THAT WHOEVER CONFESSES IN ME PUBLICLY, THE SON OF MAN WILL DO THE SAME IN HIM BEFORE THE ANGELS OF GOD”) THE CONFESSION IS MADE ON THE ONE HAND THAT MADE IN FAITH AND CONDUCT, ON THE OTHER HAND THAT MADE WITH THE MOUTH. CONFESSION WITH THE MOUTH TAKES PLACE ALSO BEFORE THE AUTHORITIES, AND THIS THE MULTITUDES INCORRECTLY CONSIDER TO BE THE ONLY CONFESSION, FOR EVEN THE HYPOCRITES CAN MAKE THIS CONFESSION. BUT IT WILL BE FOUND THAT THIS WORD WAS NOT SPOKEN UNIVERSALLY. FOR NOT ALL WHO ARE SAVED MADE THE CONFESSION BY MOUTH, AMONG WHOM ARE MATTHEW, PHILIP, THOMAS, LEVI, AND MANY OTHERS. THE CONFESSION BY MOUTH IS NOT UNIVERSAL, BUT RELATES TO A PART. WHAT IS UNIVERSAL IS THE CONFESSION IN WORKS AND ACTION, WHICH CORRESPONDS TO FAITH IN HIM. AND THIS CONFESSION IS FOLLOWED BY THE PARTIAL ONE BEFORE THE AUTHORITIES, IF IT IS NECESSARY AND THE SITUATION REQUIRES IT. THAT PERSON WILL MAKE THE CONFESSION BY MOUTH WHO HAS PREVIOUSLY CONFESSED RIGHTLY IN DISPOSITION. AND OF THOSE WHO CONFESS, HE RIGHTLY SAID “IN ME.” BUT IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO DENY HE ADDED A “ME,” EVEN IF THEY CONFESS HIM WITH THE MOUTH, THEY DENY HIM SINCE THEY DO NOT CONFESS HIM IN ACTION. ONLY THOSE WHO LIVE IN CONFESSION AND ACTION WHICH CONFORM TO HIM CONFESS “IN HIM.” IN THEIR CASE HE CONFESSES HIMSELF, SINCE HE HAS GRASPED THEM, AND IS HELD BY THEM SO THAT THEY CAN NEVER DENY HIM. FOR THOSE WHO ARE NOT IN HIM DENY HIM. FOR HE DID NOT SAY ‘WHOEVER DENIES IN ME,’ BUT “IN ME”. FOR NO ONE WHO WAS EVER IN HIM WILL DENY HIM. “PUBLICLY” THE CONFESSION TAKES PLACE IN SIMILAR FASHION BEFORE THOSE WHO ARE SAVED AND BEFORE THE GENTILES, BEFORE THE FORMER BY CONDUCT ALSO, AND BEFORE THE LATTER BY THE MOUTH. 
EXCERPTA EX THEODOTO (FROM THE WRITINGS OF CLEMENT OF ALEXADRIA)
"EXTRACTS FROM THE WORKS OF THEODOTUS AND THE SO-CALLED ORIENTAL TEACHINGS AT THE TIME OF VALENTINUS"
1 “FATHER,” HE SAYS, “I DEPOSIT INTO THY HANDS MY SPIRIT.” WISDOM, HE SAYS, PUT FORTH A RECEPTACLE OF FLESH FOR THE LOGOS, THE SPIRITUAL SEED; CLAD IN IT THE SAVIOR DESCENDED. WHEREFORE, AT THE PASSION, IT IS WISDOM WHICH HE DEPOSITS WITH THE FATHER, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY RECEIVE HER FROM THE FATHER AND NOT BE HELD BACK HERE BY THOSE WHO HAVE THE POWER TO DEPRIVE HIM. THUS, BY THE WORD ALREADY SPOKEN OF, HE DEPOSITS THE WHOLE SPIRITUAL SEED, THAT IS, THE ELECT. WE ADMIT THAT THE ELECT SEED IS BOTH A SPARK KINDLED BY THE LOGOS AND A PUPIL OF THE EYE AND A GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED AND LEAVEN WHICH UNITES IN FAITH THE GENERA WHICH APPEAR TO BE DIVIDED.
2 BUT THE FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS MAINTAIN THAT WHEN THE ANIMAL BODY WAS FASHIONED A MALE SEED WAS IMPLANTED BY THE LOGOS IN THE ELECT SOUL WHILE IT WAS ASLEEP AND THAT THIS IS AN EFFLUENCE OF THE ANGELIC [SEED], IN ORDER THAT THERE MAY BE NO GAP. AND THIS WORKED AS LEAVEN, UNITING WHAT SEEMED TO HAVE BEEN DIVIDED, SOUL AND FLESH, WHICH HAD ALSO BEEN PUT FORTH SEPARATELY BY WISDOM. AND ADAM'S SLEEP WAS THE SOUL'S FORGETTING, WHICH RESTRAINED FROM DISSOLUTION...JUST AS THE SPIRITUAL THING WHICH THE SAVIOR INSERTED INTO THE SOUL. THE SEED WAS AN EFFLUENCE OF THE MALE AND ANGELIC [ELEMENT]. THEREFORE, THE SAVIOR SAYS, “BE SAVED, THOU AND THY SOUL.”
3 THEREFORE WHEN THE SAVIOR CAME, HE AWAKENED THE SOUL AND KINDLED THE SPARK. FOR THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE LORD ARE POWER. THEREFORE, HE SAID, “LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE BEFORE MEN.” AND AFTER THE RESURRECTION, BY BREATHING THE SPIRIT ON THE APOSTLES, HE WAS BLOWING OFF AND RE MOVING DUST LIKE ASHES, BUT KINDLING AND GIVING LIFE TO THE SPARK.
4 BY REASON OF GREAT HUMILITY THE LORD DID NOT APPEAR AS AN ANGEL BUT AS A MAN, AND WHEN HE APPEARED IN GLORY TO THE APOSTLES ON THE MOUNT, HE DID NOT DO IT FOR HIS OWN SAKE WHEN HE SHOWED HIMSELF, BUT FOR THE SAKE OF THE CHURCH WHICH IS “THE ELECT RACE,” THAT IT MIGHT LEARN HIS ADVANCEMENT AFTER HIS DEPARTURE FROM THE FLESH. FOR ON HIGH, TOO, HE WAS LIGHT AND THAT WHICH WAS MANIFEST IN THE FLESH AND APPEARED HERE IS NOT LATER THAN THAT ABOVE NOR WAS IT CURTAILED, IN THAT IT WAS TRANSLATED HITHER FROM ON HIGH, CHANGING FROM ONE PLACE TO ANOTHER, SO THAT THIS WAS GAIN HERE AND LOSS THERE. BUT HE WAS THE OMNIPRESENT, AND IS WITH THE FATHER, EVEN WHEN HERE, FOR HE WAS THE FATHER'S POWER. AND BESIDES, IT WAS NECESSARY THAT THAT WORD ALSO WHICH THE SAVIOR SPOKE SHOULD BE FULFILLED, “THERE ARE SOME OF THOSE STANDING HERE WHO WILL NOT TASTE DEATH UNTIL THEY SEE THE SON OF MAN IN GLORY.” THEREFORE, PETER AND JAMES AND JOHN SAW AND FELL ASLEEP.
5 HOW WAS IT THAT THEY WERE NOT FRIGHTENED WHEN THEY SAW THE VISION OF LIGHT BUT FELL ON THE EARTH WHEN THEY HEARD THE VOICE? BECAUSE THE EARS ARE MORE SKEPTICAL THAN THE EYES AND AN UNEXPECTED VOICE IS MORE TERRIFYING. BUT JOHN THE BAPTIST, WHEN HE HEARD THE VOICE, WAS NOT AFRAID, AS IF HE HEARD IN THE SPIRIT, WHICH WAS ACCUSTOMED TO SUCH A VOICE. BUT IT WAS JUST AS ANY ORDINARY MAN ON MERELY HEARING WOULD HAVE BEEN FRIGHTENED; THEREFORE, THE SAVIOR SAID TO THEM, “TELL NO ONE WHAT YOU SAW.” YET THEY HAD NOT EVEN WITH EYES OF THE FLESH SEEN THE LIGHT (FOR THERE IS NO BOND OF KINSHIP AND RELATION BETWEEN THAT LIGHT AND THE PRESENT FLESH) BUT AS THE POWER AND WILL OF THE SAVIOR ENABLED THE FLESH TO HAVE VISION. MOREOVER, THAT WHICH THE SOUL SAW IT SHARED WITH THE FLESH THAT COMPANIED WITH IT. ... AND “TELL NO ONE” WAS SPOKEN LEST ANY, WHEN THEY KNEW WHAT THE LORD IS, SHOULD REFRAIN FROM LAYING HANDS ON THE LORD AND THE PLAN OF GOD BE MADE INCOMPLETE AND DEATH REFRAIN FROM THE LORD AS FROM A VAIN ATTEMPT ON THE UNAPPROACHABLE. AND, MOREOVER, THE VOICE ON THE MOUNTAIN CAME TO THE ELECT WHO ALREADY UNDERSTOOD, SO THAT THEY WERE ALSO AMAZED WHEN TESTIMONY WAS GIVEN TO THAT WHICH THEY BELIEVED; BUT THE VOICE AT THE RIVER WAS FOR THOSE WHO WERE GOING TO BELIEVE. THEREFORE, TOO, THE VOICE WAS DISREGARDED BY THEM, HELD DOWN AS THEY WERE TO THE DISCIPLINE OF THE SCRIBES.
6 THE VERSE, “IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE LOGOS AND THE LOGOS WAS WITH GOD AND THE LOGOS WAS GOD” THE VALENTINIANS UNDERSTAND THUS, FOR THEY SAY THAT THE “BEGINNING” IS THE “ONLY BEGOTTEN” AND THAT HE IS ALSO CALLED GOD, AS ALSO IN THE VERSES WHICH IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW IT EXPLAINS THAT HE IS GOD, FOR IT SAYS, “THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN GOD WHO IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, HE HAS DECLARED HIM.” NOW THEY SAY THAT THE LOGOS IN THE BEGINNING, THAT IS TO SAY IN THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN, IN THE MIND AND THE TRUTH, INDICATES THE CHRIST, THE LOGOS AND THE LIFE. WHEREFORE HE ALSO APPROPRIATELY CALLS GOD HIM WHO IS IN GOD, THE MIND. “THAT WHICH CAME INTO BEING IN HIM,” THE LOGOS, “WAS LIFE,” THE COMPANION. THEREFORE, THE LORD ALSO SAYS, “I AM THE LIFE.”
7 THEREFORE, THE FATHER, BEING UNKNOWN, WISHED TO BE KNOWN TO THE AEONS, AND THROUGH HIS OWN THOUGHT, AS IF HE HAD KNOWN HIMSELF, HE PUT FORTH THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN, THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE WHICH IS IN KNOWLEDGE. SO, HE TOO WHO CAME FORTH FROM KNOW LEDGE, THAT IS, FROM THE FATHER'S THOUGHT, BECAME KNOWLEDGE, THAT IS, THE SON, BECAUSE “THROUGH' THE SON THE FATHER WAS KNOWN.” BUT THE SPIRIT OF LOVE HAS BEEN MINGLED WITH THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE, AS THE FATHER WITH THE SON, AND THOUGHT WITH TRUTH, HAVING PROCEEDED FROM TRUTH AS KNOWLEDGE FROM THOUGHT. AND HE WHO REMAINED “ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER” EXPLAINS THOUGHT TO THE AEONS THROUGH KNOWLEDGE, JUST AS IF HE HAD ALSO BEEN PUT FORTH FROM HIS BOSOM; BUT HIM WHO APPEARED HERE, THE APOSTLE NO LONGER CALLS “ONLY BEGOTTEN,” BUT “AS ONLY-BEGOTTEN,” “GLORY AS OF AN ONLY-BEGOTTEN.” THIS IS BECAUSE BEING ONE AND THE SAME, JESUS IS THE” FIRST-BORN” IN CREATION, BUT IN THE PLEROMA IS “ONLY- BEGOTTEN.” BUT HE IS THE SAME, BEING TO EACH PLACE SUCH AS CAN BE CONTAINED [IN IT]. AND HE WHO DESCENDED IS NEVER DIVIDED FROM HIM WHO REMAINED. FOR THE APOSTLE SAYS, “FOR HE WHO ASCENDED IS THE SAME AS HE WHO DESCENDED.” AND THEY CALL THE CREATOR, THE IMAGE OF THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN. THEREFORE, EVEN THE WORKS OF THE IMAGE ARE THE SAME AND THEREFORE THE LORD, HAVING MADE THE DEAD WHOM HE RAISED AN IMAGE OF THE SPIRITUAL RESURRECTION, RAISED THEM NOT SO THAT THEIR FLESH WAS INCORRUPTIBLE BUT AS IF THEY WERE GOING TO DIE AGAIN.
8 BUT WE MAINTAIN THAT THE ESSENTIAL LOGOS IS GOD IN GOD, WHO IS ALSO SAID TO BE “IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER,” CONTINUOUS, UNDIVIDED, ONE GOD. “ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM”; THINGS BOTH OF THE SPIRIT, AND OF THE MIND, AND OF THE SENSES, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ACTIVITY PROPER TO THE ESSENTIAL LOGOS. “THIS ONE EXPLAINED THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER,” THE SAVIOR AND [ISAIAH SAID, “AND I WILL PAY BACK THEIR DEEDS INTO THEIR BOSOM,” THAT IS, INTO THEIR THOUGHT, WHICH IS IN THE SOUL, FROM WHICH IT IS FIRST ACTIVATED] “FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION.” BUT THE ESSENTIAL ONLY-BEGOTTEN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHOSE CONTINUOUS POWER THE SAVIOR ACTS, IS THE LIGHT OF THE CHURCH, WHICH PREVIOUSLY WAS IN DARKNESS AND IGNORANCE. “AND DARKNESS COMPREHENDED HIM NOT”: THE APOSTATES AND THE REST OF MEN DID NOT KNOW HIM AND DEATH DID NOT DETAIN HIM. 9 FAITH IS NOT SINGLE BUT VARIOUS. INDEED, THE SAVIOR SAYS, “LET IT BE ACCORDING TO THY FAITH.” WHEREFORE IT IS SAID THAT SOME OF THOSE OF THE CALLING WILL BE DECEIVED AT THE COMING OF THE ANTICHRIST. BUT THIS WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE ELECT. THEREFORE, HE SAYS, “AND IF IT WERE POSSIBLE, MY ELECT”; AGAIN, WHEN HE SAYS, “GET YE OUT FROM MY FATHER'S HOUSE,” HE IS SPEAKING TO THOSE WHO ARE CALLED. AGAIN, HE UTTERS THE CALL TO THE ONE WHO CAME BACK FROM A JOURNEY AND HAD CONSUMED HIS GOODS, FOR WHOM HE KILLED THE FATTED CALF; AND WHERE THE KING CALLED THOSE WHO WERE ON THE HIGHWAYS TO THE WEDDING FEAST. ALL, THEREFORE, HAVE BEEN CALLED EQUALLY, “FOR HE SENDETH RAIN UPON THE JUST AND ON THE UNJUST AND MAKETH THE SUN TO SHINE UPON ALL,” BUT THE ELECT ARE THOSE WHO HAVE SUPERIOR FAITH, FOR HE SAYS TO THEM, “NO MAN HATH SEEN MY FATHER EXCEPT THE SON,” AND “YE ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD” AND “HOLY FATHER, SANCTIFY THEM IN THY NAME.” 10 BUT NOT EVEN THE WORLD OF SPIRIT AND OF INTELLECT, NOR THE ARCH ANGELS AND THE FIRST-CREATED, NO, NOR EVEN HE HIMSELF IS SHAPELESS AND FORMLESS AND WITHOUT FIGURE, AND INCORPOREAL; BUT HE ALSO HAS HIS OWN SHAPE AND BODY CORRESPONDING TO HIS PREEMINENCE OVER ALL SPIRITUAL BEINGS, AS ALSO THOSE WHO WERE FIRST CREATED HAVE BODIES CORRESPONDING TO THEIR PREEMINENCE OVER THE BEINGS SUBORDINATE TO THEM. FOR, IN GENERAL, THAT WHICH HAS COME INTO BEING IS NOT UNSUBSTANTIAL, BUT THEY HAVE FORM AND BODY, THOUGH UNLIKE THE BODIES IN THIS WORLD. THOSE WHICH ARE HERE ARE MALE AND FEMALE AND DIFFER FROM EACH OTHER, BUT THERE HE WHO IS THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN AND INHERENTLY INTELLECTUAL HAS BEEN PROVIDED WITH HIS OWN FORM AND WITH HIS OWN NATURE WHICH IS EXCEEDINGLY PURE AND SOVEREIGN AND DIRECTLY ENJOYS THE POWER OF THE FATHER; AND THE FIRST-CREATED EVEN THOUGH NUMERICALLY DISTINCT AND SUSCEPTIBLE OF SEPARATE DISTINCTION AND DEFINITION, NEVERTHELESS, ARE SHOWN BY THE SIMILARITY OF THEIR STATE TO HAVE UNITY, EQUALITY AND SIMILARITY. FOR AMONG THE SEVEN THERE IS NEITHER INFERIORITY NOR SUPERIORITY AND NO ADVANCE IS LEFT FOR THEM, SINCE THEY HAVE RECEIVED PERFECTION FROM THE BEGINNING, AT THE TIME OF THE FIRST CREATION FROM GOD THROUGH THE SON. AND HE IS SAID TO BE “INAPPROACHABLE LIGHT” AS” ONLY-BEGOTTEN,” AND “FIRST-BORN,” “THE THINGS WHICH EYE HATH NOT SEEN, NOR EAR HEARD, AND WHICH HAVE NOT ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN,” – AND SUCH A ONE SHALL NOT BE FOUND EITHER AMONG THE FIRST-CREATED OR AMONG MEN, – BUT THEY “ALWAYS BEHOLD THE FACE OF THE FATHER” AND THE FACE OF THE FATHER IS THE SON, THROUGH WHOM THE FATHER IS KNOWN. YET THAT WHICH SEES AND IS SEEN CANNOT BE FORMLESS OR INCORPOREAL. BUT THEY SEE NOT WITH AN EYE OF SENSE, BUT WITH THE EYE OF MIND, SUCH AS THE FATHER PROVIDED.
11 WHEN, THEREFORE, THE LORD SAID, “DESPISE NOT ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES. VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, THEIR ANGELS DO ALWAYS BEHOLD THE FACE OF THE FATHER,” [“AS IS THE PATTERN, SUCH WILL BE THE ELECT,] WHEN THEY HAVE RECEIVED THE PERFECT ADVANCE.” BUT “BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD.” AND HOW COULD THERE BE A FACE OF A SHAPELESS BEING? INDEED, THE APOSTLE KNOWS HEAVENLY, BEAUTIFUL AND INTELLECTUAL BODIES. HOW COULD DIFFERENT NAMES BE GIVEN TO THEM, IF THEY WERE NOT DETERMINED BY THEIR SHAPES, FORM, AND BODY? “THERE IS ONE GLORY OF THE HEAVENLY, ANOTHER OF THE EARTHLY, ANOTHER OF ANGELS, ANOTHER OF ARCHANGELS, BECAUSE IN COMPARISON WITH BODIES HERE, LIKE THE STARS, THEY ARE INCORPOREAL AND FORMLESS, AS IN COMPARISON WITH THE SON, THEY ARE DIMENSIONAL AND SENSIBLE BODIES; SO ALSO IS THE SON, IF COMPARED WITH THE FATHER, AND EACH ONE OF THE SPIRITUAL BEINGS HAS ITS OWN POWER AND ITS OWN SPHERE OF ACTION JUST AS THOSE WHO WERE FIRST CREATED BOTH CAME INTO BEING TOGETHER, AND RECEIVED COMPLETION, THEIR COMMON AND UNDIVIDED SERVICE.
12 THEREFORE THE FIRST-CREATED BEHOLD BOTH THE SON AND EACH OTHER AND THE INFERIOR ORDERS OF BEING, AS ALSO THE ARCHANGELS BEHOLD THE FIRST-CREATED. BUT THE SON IS THE BEGINNING OF THE VISION OF THE FATHER, BEING CALLED THE “FACE” OF THE FATHER. AND THE ANGELS, WHO ARE INTELLECTUAL FIRE AND INTELLECTUAL SPIRITS, HAVE PURIFIED NATURES, BUT THE GREATEST ADVANCE FROM INTELLECTUAL FIRE, COMPLETELY PURIFIED, IS INTELLECTUAL LIGHT, “INTO WHICH THINGS THE ANGELS DESIRE TO LOOK,” AS PETER SAYS. NOW THE SON IS STILL PURER THAN THIS: “LIGHT UNAPPROACHABLE” AND “A POWER OF GOD” AND, ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE, “WE WERE REDEEMED BY PRECIOUS AND BLAMELESS AND SPOTLESS BLOOD.” AND HIS “GARMENTS GLEAMED AS THE LIGHT, AND HIS FACE AS THE SUN,” WHICH IT IS NOT EASY EVEN TO LOOK AT.
13 HE IS “HEAVENLY BREAD” AND “SPIRITUAL FOOD” FURNISHING LIFE BY FOOD AND KNOWLEDGE, “THE LIGHT OF MEN,” THAT IS, OF THE CHURCH. THEREFORE, THOSE WHO ATE THE HEAVENLY BREAD DIED, BUT HE WHO EATS THE TRUE BREAD OF THE SPIRIT SHALL NOT DIE. THE SON IS THE LIVING BREAD WHICH WAS GIVEN BY THE FATHER TO THOSE WHO WISH TO EAT. “AND MY FLESH IS THE BREAD WHICH I WILL GIVE,” HE SAYS, THAT IS, TO HIM WHOSE FLESH IS NOURISHED BY THE EUCHARIST; OR BETTER STILL, THE FLESH IS HIS BODY, “WHICH IS THE CHURCH,” “HEAVENLY BREAD,” A BLESSED ASSEMBLY. AND PERHAPS JUST AS THE ELECT ARE ESSENTIALLY DERIVED FROM THE SAME SUBSTANCE, AND AS THEY WILL ALSO ATTAIN THE SAME END...
14 THE DEMONS ARE SAID TO BE INCORPOREAL, NOT BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO BODIES (FOR THEY HAVE EVEN SHAPE AND ARE, THEREFORE, CAPABLE OF FEELING PUNISHMENT), BUT THEY ARE SAID TO BE INCORPOREAL BECAUSE, IN COMPARISON WITH THE SPIRITUAL BODIES WHICH ARE SAVED, THEY ARE A SHADE. AND THE ANGELS ARE BODIES; AT ANY RATE THEY ARE SEEN. WHY EVEN THE SOUL IS A BODY, FOR THE APOSTLE SAYS, “IT IS SOWN A BODY OF SOUL, IT IS RAISED A BODY OF SPIRIT.” AND HOW CAN THE SOULS WHICH ARE BEING PUNISHED BE SENSIBLE OF IT, IF THEY ARE NOT BODIES? CERTAINLY, HE SAYS, “FEAR HIM WHO, AFTER DEATH, IS ABLE TO CAST SOUL AND BODY INTO HELL.” NOW THAT WHICH IS VISIBLE IS NOT PURGED BY FIRE, BUT IS DISSOLVED INTO DUST. BUT, FROM THE STORY OF LAZARUS AND DIVES, THE SOUL IS DIRECTLY SHOWN BY ITS POSSESSION OF BODILY LIMBS TO BE A BODY.
15 “AND AS WE HAVE BORNE THE IMAGE OF THE EARTHLY, WE SHALL BEAR ALSO THE IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY,” THAT IS OF THE SPIRITUAL, AS WE ADVANCE TOWARDS PERFECTION. AGAIN, HE SAYS “IMAGE” IN THE SENSE OF SPIRITUAL BODIES. AND AGAIN, “FOR NOW WE SEE IN A MIRROR, CONFUSEDLY, BUT THEN FACE TO FACE”; FOR IMMEDIATELY WE BEGIN TO HAVE KNOWLEDGE...THERE IS NOT EVEN “FACE” – FORM AND SHAPE AND BODY. NOW SHAPE IS PERCEIVED BY SHAPE, AND FACE BY FACE AND RECOGNITION IS MADE EFFECTUAL BY SHAPES AND SUBSTANCES. 
16 NOW THE DOVE ALSO APPEARED AS A BODY WHEN IT MADE ITS DESCENT UPON THE FLESH OF THE LOGOS – THE DOVE, WHICH SOME CALL THE HOLY SPIRIT, BUT THE FOLLOWERS OF BASILIDES CALL THE SERVANT, WHILE THE FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS CALL IT THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER'S THOUGHT.
17 ACCORDING TO THE VALENTINIANS, JESUS AND THE CHURCH AND WISDOM ARE A POWERFUL AND COMPLETE MIXTURE OF BODIES. TO BE SURE, HUMAN COMMINGLING IN MARRIAGE PRODUCES THE BIRTH OF ONE CHILD FROM TWO COMMINGLED SEEDS AND THE BODY, DISSOLVED INTO EARTH, MINGLES WITH THE EARTH, AND WATER MINGLES WITH WINE. AND THE GREATER AND MORE EXCELLENT BODIES ARE CAPABLE OF BEING EASILY MIXED, FOR EXAMPLE, WIND MINGLES WITH WIND. BUT TO ME IT SEEMS THAT THIS HAPPENS BY CONJUNCTION AND NOT BY ADMIXTURE. THEREFORE, DOES NOT THE DIVINE POWER, IMMANENT IN THE SOUL, SANCTIFY IT IN THE FINAL STAGE OF ADVANCE? FOR “GOD IS SPIRIT” AND “INSPIRES WHERE HE WILL.” FOR THE IMMANENCE OF THE DIVINE POWER DOES NOT AFFECT SUBSTANCE, BUT POWER AND FORCE; AND SPIRIT IS CONJOINED WITH SPIRIT, AS SPIRIT IS CONJOINED WITH SOUL.
18 WHEN THE SAVIOR DESCENDED, HE WAS SEEN BY THE ANGELS AND SO THEY PROCLAIMED HIM. BUT HE WAS ALSO SEEN BY ABRAHAM AND THE OTHER RIGHTEOUS MEN WHO ARE IN PARADISE ON HIS RIGHT HAND. FOR HE SAYS, “HE REJOICED TO SEE MY DAY,” THAT IS THE ADVENT IN THE FLESH. WHEREFORE, THE RISEN LORD PREACHED THE GOOD TIDINGS TO THE RIGHTEOUS WHO ARE IN PARADISE, AND MOVED THEM AND TRANSLATED THEM AND THEY SHALL ALL “LIVE UNDER HIS SHADOW.” FOR THE ADVENT HERE IS A SHADOW OF THE SAVIOR'S GLORY WHICH IS WITH THE FATHER, AND A SHADOW OF LIGHT IS NOT DARKNESS BUT ILLUMINATION.
19 “AND THE LOGOS BECAME FLESH” NOT ONLY BY BECOMING MAN AT HIS ADVENT [ON EARTH], BUT ALSO “AT THE BEGINNING” THE ESSENTIAL LOGOS BECAME A SON BY CIRCUMSCRIPTION & NOT IN ESSENCE. AND AGAIN, HE BECAME FLESH WHEN HE ACTED THROUGH THE PROPHETS. AND THE SAVIOR IS CALLED AN OFFSPRING OF THE ESSENTIAL LOGOS; THEREFORE, “IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE LOGOS AND THE LOGOS WAS WITH GOD” AND “THAT WHICH CAME INTO EXISTENCE IN HIM WAS LIFE” AND LIFE IS THE LORD. AND WHEN PAUL SAYS, “PUT ON THE NEW MAN CREATED ACCORDING TO GOD” IT IS AS IF HE SAID, BELIEVE ON HIM WHO WAS “CREATED” BY GOD, “ACCORDING TO GOD,” THAT IS, THE LOGOS IN GOD. AND “CREATED ACCORDING TO GOD” CAN REFER TO THE END OF ADVANCE WHICH MAN WILL REACH, AS DOES...HE REJECTED THE END FOR WHICH HE WAS CREATED. AND IN OTHER PASSAGES HE SPEAKS STILL MORE PLAINLY AND DISTINCTLY: “WHO IS AN IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD”; THEN HE GOES ON, “FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION.” FOR HE CALLS THE LOGOS OF THE ESSENTIAL LOGOS “AN IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD,” BUT “FIRST-BORN OF ALL CREATION.” HAVING BEEN BEGOTTEN WITHOUT PASSION HE BECAME THE CREATOR & PROGENITOR OF ALL CREATION AND SUBSTANCE, FOR BY HIM THE FATHER MADE ALL THINGS. WHEREFORE IT IS ALSO SAID THAT HE “RECEIVED THE FORM OF A SERVANT,” WHICH REFERS NOT ONLY TO HIS FLESH AT THE ADVENT, BUT ALSO TO HIS SUBSTANCE, WHICH HE DERIVED FROM ITS UNDERLYING REALITY, FOR SUBSTANCE IS A SLAVE, INASMUCH AS IT IS PASSIVE & SUBORDINATE TO THE ACTIVE & DOMINATING, CAUSE.
20 FOR WE THUS UNDERSTAND “I BEGOT THEE BEFORE THE MORNING STAR” WITH REFERENCE TO THE FIRST-CREATED LOGOS OF GOD AND SIMILARLY “THY NAME IS BEFORE SUN” AND MOON AND BEFORE ALL CREATION.
21 THE VALENTINIANS SAY THAT THE FINEST EMANATION OF WISDOM IS SPOKEN OF IN “HE CREATED THEM IN THE IMAGE OF GOD, MALE AND FEMALE CREATED HE THEM.” NOW THE MALES FROM THIS EMANATION ARE THE “ELECTION,” BUT THE FEMALES ARE THE “CALLING” AND THEY CALL THE MALE BEINGS ANGELIC, AND THE FEMALES THEMSELVES, THE SUPERIOR SEED. SO ALSO, IN THE CASE OF ADAM, THE MALE REMAINED IN HIM BUT ALL THE FEMALE SEED WAS TAKEN FROM HIM AND BECAME EVE, FROM WHOM THE FEMALES ARE DERIVED, AS THE MALES ARE FROM HIM. THEREFORE, THE MALES ARE DRAWN TOGETHER WITH THE LOGOS, BUT THE FEMALES, BECOMING MEN, ARE UNITED TO THE ANGELS AND PASS INTO THE PLEROMA. THEREFORE, THE WOMAN IS SAID TO BE CHANGED INTO A MAN, AND THE CHURCH HEREON EARTH INTO ANGELS.
22 AND WHEN THE APOSTLE SAID, “ELSE WHAT SHALL THEY DO WHO ARE BAPTIZED FOR THE DEAD?” ...FOR, HE SAYS, THE ANGELS OF WHOM WE ARE PORTIONS WERE BAPTIZED FOR US. BUT WE ARE DEAD, WHO ARE DEADENED BY THIS EXISTENCE, BUT THE MALES ARE ALIVE WHO DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THIS EXISTENCE. “IF THE DEAD RISE NOT WHY, THEN, ARE WE BAPTIZED?” THEREFORE, WE ARE RAISED UP “EQUAL TO ANGELS,” AND RESTORED TO UNITY WITH THE MALES, MEMBER FOR MEMBER. NOW THEY SAY “THOSE WHO ARE BAPTIZED FOR US, THE DEAD,” ARE THE ANGELS WHO ARE BAPTIZED FOR US, IN ORDER THAT WHEN WE, TOO, HAVE THE NAME, WE MAY NOT BE HINDERED AND KEPT BACK BY THE LIMIT AND THE CROSS FROM ENTERING THE PLEROMA. WHEREFORE, AT THE LAYING ON OF HANDS THEY SAY AT THE END, “FOR THE ANGELIC REDEMPTION” THAT IS, FOR THE ONE WHICH THE ANGELS ALSO HAVE, IN ORDER THAT THE PERSON WHO HAS RECEIVED THE REDEMPTION MAY, BE BAPTIZED IN THE SAME NAME IN WHICH HIS ANGEL HAD BEEN BAPTIZED BEFORE HIM. NOW THE ANGELS WERE BAPTIZED IN THE BEGINNING, IN THE REDEMPTION OF THE NAME WHICH DESCENDED UPON JESUS IN THE DOVE AND REDEEMED HIM. AND REDEMPTION WAS NECESSARY EVEN FOR JESUS, IN ORDER THAT, APPROACHING THROUGH WISDOM, HE MIGHT NOT BE DETAINED BY THE NOTION OF THE DEFICIENCY IN WHICH HE WAS INSERTED, AS THEODOTUS SAYS.
23 THE FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS SAY THAT JESUS IS THE PARACLETE, BECAUSE HE HAS COME FULL OF THE AEONS, HAVING COME FORTH FROM THE WHOLE. FOR CHRIST LEFT BEHIND SOPHIA, WHO HAD PUT HIM FORTH, AND GOING INTO THE PLEROMA, ASKED FOR HELP FOR SOPHIA, WHO WAS LEFT OUTSIDE; AND JESUS WAS PUT FORTH BY THE GOOD WILL OF THE AEONS AS A PARACLETE FOR THE AEON WHICH HAD PASSED. IN THE TYPE OF THE PARACLETE, PAUL BECAME THE APOSTLE OF THE RESURRECTION. IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE LORD'S PASSION HE ALSO WAS SENT TO PREACH. THEREFORE, HE PREACHED THE SAVIOR FROM BOTH POINTS OF VIEW: AS BEGOTTEN AND PASSIBLE FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE ON THE LEFT, BECAUSE, BEING ABLE TO KNOW HIM, THEY ARE AFRAID OF HIM IN THIS POSITION, AND IN SPIRITUAL WISE FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT AND A VIRGIN, AS THE ANGELS ON THE RIGHT KNOW HIM. FOR EACH ONE KNOWS THE LORD AFTER HIS OWN FASHION, AND NOT ALL IN THE SAME WAY. “THE ANGELS OF THE LITTLE ONES” THAT IS, OF THE ELECT WHO WILL BE IN THE SAME INHERITANCE AND PERFECTION, “BEHOLD THE FACE OF THE FATHER.” AND PERHAPS THE FACE IS NOW THE SON, AND NOW AS MUCH OF THAT COMPREHENSION OF THE FATHER AS THEY PERCEIVE WHO HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED BY THE SON. BUT THE REST OF THE FATHER IS UNKNOWN.
24 THE VALENTINIANS SAY THAT THE SPIRIT WHICH EACH ONE OF THE PROPHETS HAD ADAPTED TO SERVICE WAS POURED OUT UPON ALL THOSE OF THE CHURCH. THEREFORE, TOO THE SIGNS OF THE SPIRIT, HEALINGS AND PROPHECIES, ARE FULFILLED THROUGH THE CHURCH. BUT THEY DO NOT KNOW THAT THE PARACLETE, WHO NOW WORKS CONTINUOUSLY IN THE CHURCH, IS OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE AND POWER AS HE WHO WORKED CONTINUOUSLY ACCORDING TO THE OLD TESTAMENT.
25 THE FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS DEFINED THE ANGEL AS A LOGOS HAVING A MESSAGE FROM HIM WHO IS. AND, USING THE SAME TERMINOLOGY, THEY CALL THE AEONS LOGOI. HE SAYS THE APOSTLES WERE SUBSTITUTED FOR THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC, FOR, AS BIRTH IS DIRECTED BY THEM, SO IS REBIRTH BY THE APOSTLES.
26 THE VISIBLE PART OF JESUS WAS WISDOM AND THE CHURCH OF THE SUPERIOR SEEDS AND HE PUT IT ON THROUGH THE FLESH, AS THEODOTUS SAYS; BUT THE INVISIBLE PART IS THE NAME, WHICH IS THE ONLY- BEGOTTEN SON. THUS, WHEN HE SAYS “I AM THE DOOR,” HE MEANS THAT YOU, WHO ARE OF THE SUPERIOR SEED, SHALL COME UP TO THE BOUNDARY WHERE I AM. AND WHEN HE ENTERS IN, THE SEED ALSO ENTERS WITH HIM INTO THE PLEROMA, BROUGHT TOGETHER AND BROUGHT IN THROUGH THE DOOR.
27 THE PRIEST ON ENTERING WITHIN THE SECOND VEIL REMOVED THE PLATE AT THE ALTAR OF INCENSE, AND ENTERED HIMSELF IN SILENCE WITH THE NAME ENGRAVED UPON HIS HEART, INDICATING THE LAYING ASIDE OF THE BODY WHICH HAS BECOME PURE LIKE THE GOLDEN PLATE AND BRIGHT THROUGH PURIFICATION...THE PUTTING AWAY AS IT WERE OF THE SOUL'S BODY ON WHICH WAS STAMPED THE LUSTRE OF PIETY, BY WHICH HE WAS RECOGNIZED BY THE PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS AS, HAVING PUT ON THE NAME. NOW HE DISCARDS THIS BODY, THE PLATE WHICH HAD BECOME LIGHT, WITHIN THE SECOND VEIL, THAT IS, IN THE RATIONAL SPHERE THE SECOND COMPLETE VEIL OF THE UNIVERSE, AT THE ALTAR OF INCENSE, THAT IS, WITH THE ANGELS WHO ARE THE MINISTERS OF PRAYERS CARRIED ALOFT. NOW THE SOUL, STRIPPED BY THE POWER OF HIM WHO HAS KNOWLEDGE, AS IF IT HAD BECOME A BODY OF THE POWER, PASSES INTO THE SPIRITUAL REALM AND BECOMES NOW TRULY RATIONAL AND HIGH PRIESTLY, SO THAT IT MIGHT NOW BE ANIMATED, SO TO SPEAK, DIRECTLY BY THE LOGOS, JUST AS THE ARCHANGELS BECAME THE HIGH-PRIESTS OF THE ANGELS, AND THE FIRST-CREATED THE HIGH- PRIESTS OF THE ARCHANGELS. BUT WHERE IS THERE A RIGHT JUDGMENT OF SCRIPTURE AND DOCTRINE FOR THAT SOUL WHICH HAS BECOME PURE, AND WHERE IS IT GRANTED TO SEE GOD “FACE TO FACE”? THUS, HAVING TRANSCENDED THE ANGELIC TEACHING AND THE NAME TAUGHT IN SCRIPTURE, IT COMES TO THE KNOWLEDGE AND COMPREHENSION OF THE FACTS. IT IS NO LONGER A BRIDE BUT HAS BECOME A LOGOS AND RESTS WITH THE BRIDEGROOM TOGETHER WITH THE FIRST-CALLED AND FIRST- CREATED, WHO ARE FRIENDS BY LOVE, SONS BY INSTRUCTION AND OBEDIENCE, AND BROTHERS BY COMMUNITY OF ORIGIN. SO THAT IT BELONGED TO THE DISPENSATION TO WEAR THE PLATE AND TO CONTINUE THE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE, BUT THE WORK OF POWER WAS THAT MAN BECOMES THE BEARER OF GOD, BEING CONTROLLED DIRECTLY BY THE LORD AND BECOMING, AS IT WERE, HIS BODY.
28 THE FOLLOWERS OF BASILIDES REFER “GOD VISITING THE DISOBEDIENT UNTO THE THIRD AND FOURTH GENERATION” TO REINCARNATIONS, BUT THE FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS MAINTAIN THAT THE THREE PLACES MEAN THOSE ON THE LEFT, WHILE THE “FOURTH GENERATION” IS THEIR OWN SEED, AND “SHOWING MERCY UNTO THOUSANDS,” REFERS TO THOSE ON THE RIGHT.
29 THEY SAY THAT SILENCE, WHO IS THE MOTHER OF ALL WHO WERE PUT FORTH BY DEPTH, WITH REGARD TO WHAT SHE HAD NOTHING TO SAY KEPT SILENCE ABOUT THE INEXPRESSIBLE AND WITH REGARD TO WHAT SHE DID NOT UNDERSTAND SHE CALLED IT INCOMPREHENSIBLE.
30 THEN FORGETTING THE GLORY OF GOD, THEY IMPIOUSLY SAY HE SUFFERED. FOR INASMUCH AS THE FATHER SHARED IN SUFFERING, THOUGH HE IS, SAYS THEODOTUS, RIGID AND UNYIELDING IN NATURE, BY SHOWING HIMSELF YIELDING, IN ORDER THAT SILENCE MIGHT UNDERSTAND THIS, IT WAS SUFFERING. FOR SYMPATHY IS THE SUFFERING OF ONE FOR THE SAKE OF ANOTHER'S SUFFERING. MOREOVER, WHEN THE PASSION TOOK PLACE, THE WHOLE SHARED IN THE SAME SUFFERING FOR THE RECOVERY OF THE SUFFERER.
31 MOREOVER, IF HE ALSO WHO CAME DOWN WAS THE “GOOD WILL” OF THE WHOLE, “FOR IN HIM WAS THE WHOLE PLEROMA BODILY,” AND THE PASSION WAS HIS, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE SEED IN HIM SHARED ALSO IN THE PASSION, AND THAT THROUGH THEM THE “WHOLE” AND THE “ALL” ARE FOUND TO BE SUFFERING. MOREOVER, THROUGH THE PERSUASION OF THE TWELFTH AEON THE WHOLE WAS INSTRUCTED, AS THEY SAY, AND SHARED IN HIS PASSION. FOR THEN THEY KNEW THAT THEY ARE WHAT THEY ARE BY THE GRACE OF THE FATHER, A NAMELESS NAME, FORM AND KNOWLEDGE. BUT THE AEON WHICH WISHED TO GRASP THAT WHICH IS BEYOND KNOWLEDGE FELL INTO IGNORANCE AND FORMLESSNESS. WHENCE IT EFFECTED AN ABSTRACTION OF KNOWLEDGE WHICH IS A SHADOW OF THE NAME, THAT IS THE SON, THE FORM OF THE AEONS. THUS, THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE NAME AMONG THE AEONS IS THE LOSS OF THE NAME. 32 THEREFORE THOUGH THERE IS UNITY IN THE PLEROMA, EACH OF THE AEONS HAS ITS OWN COMPLEMENT, THE SYZYGIA. THEREFORE, WHATEVER COME OUT OF A SYZYGIA ARE COMPLETE IN THEMSELVES (PLEROMAS) AND WHATEVER COME OUT OF ONE ARE IMAGES. SO THEODOTUS CALLED THE CHRIST WHO CAME OUT OF THE THOUGHT OF WISDOM, AN “IMAGE OF THE PLEROMA.” NOW HE ABANDONED HIS MOTHER AND ASCENDING INTO THE PLEROMA WAS MIXED AS IF WITH THE WHOLE AND THUS ALSO WITH THE PARACLETE.
33 INDEED CHRIST BECAME AN ADOPTED SON AS HE BECAME “ELECT” AMONG THE COMPLETED BEINGS AND “FIRST-BORN” OF THINGS THERE. NOW THIS DOCTRINE IS A MISUNDERSTANDING OF OURS WHICH HOLDS THAT THE SAVIOR IS THE FIRST-BORN FROM THE “UNDERLYING REALITY” AND HE IS, AS IT WERE, OUR ROOT AND HEAD, AND THE CHURCH IS HIS FRUITS. THEY SAY THAT WHEN CHRIST FLED THAT WHICH WAS FOREIGN TO HIM AND WAS DRAWN INTO THE PLEROMA, AFTER HE HAD BEEN BEGOTTEN FROM HIS MOTHER'S THOUGHT, THE MOTHER AGAIN PRODUCED THE RULER OF THE DISPENSATION AS A TYPE OF HIM WHO HAD DESERTED HER, ACCORDING TO HER DESIRE FOR HIM, IN THAT HE WAS BETTER, FOR HE WAS A TYPE OF THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE. THEREFORE, HE WAS MADE LESS, AS IF HE WAS CREATED FROM THE PASSION OF DESIRE. INDEED, IN VIEW OF HIS HARSHNESS, SHE WAS DISGUSTED, AS THEY SAY.
34 BUT ALSO THE POWERS ON THE LEFT HAND, WHICH WERE THE FIRST TO BE PUT FORTH BY HER FROM THOSE ON THE RIGHT, RECEIVED NO FORM BY THE ADVENT OF THE LIGHT, BUT THOSE ON THE LEFT HAND REMAINED BEHIND TO BE FORMED BY SPACE. SO, AFTER THE ENTRY OF THE MOTHER WITH THE SON AND THE SEEDS INTO THE PLEROMA, THEN SPACE WILL RECEIVE THE POWER OF THE MOTHER AND THE POSITION THAT THE MOTHER NOW HAS.
35 “JESUS OUR LIGHT” “HAVING EMPTIED HIMSELF,” AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, THAT IS, ACCORDING TO THEODOTUS; HAVING PASSED BEYOND THE BOUNDARY, SINCE HE WAS AN ANGEL OF THE PLEROMA, LED OUT THE ANGELS OF THE SUPERIOR SEED WITH HIM. AND HE HIMSELF HAD THE REDEMPTION INASMUCH AS HE HAD PROCEEDED FROM THE PLEROMA, BUT HE LED THE ANGELS FOR THE CORRECTION OF THE SEED. FOR, IN AS MUCH AS THEY ARE BOUND FOR THE SAKE OF THE PARTS, AND PLEAD AND, BEING RESTRAINED FOR OUR SAKES IN THEIR ZEAL TO ENTER, THEY BEG REMISSION FOR US, THAT WE MAY ENTER WITH THEM. FOR, SINCE THEY MAY ALMOST BE SAID TO NEED US IN ORDER TO ENTER, FOR WITHOUT US THEY ARE NOT PERMITTED (THEREFORE NOT EVEN THE MOTHER HAS ENTERED WITH THEM WITHOUT US, THEY SAY), THEY ARE OBVIOUSLY BOUND FOR OUR SAKE.
36 NOW THEY SAY THAT OUR ANGELS WERE PUT FORTH IN UNITY, AND ARE ONE, IN THAT THEY CAME OUT FROM ONE. NOW SINCE WE EXISTED IN SEPARATION, JESUS WAS BAPTIZED THAT THE UNDIVIDED SHOULD BE DIVIDED UNTIL HE SHOULD UNITE US WITH THEM IN THE PLEROMA THAT WE “THE MANY” HAVING BECOME “ONE,” MIGHT ALL BE MINGLED IN IN THE ONE WHICH WAS DIVIDED FOR OUR SAKES. 
37 ACCORDING TO THE VALENTINIANS, OF THOSE WHO PROCEEDED FROM ADAM, THE RIGHTEOUS, MAKING THEIR WAY THROUGH CREATED THINGS, WERE HELD HI SPACE, BUT THE OTHERS ARE HELD AMONG THOSE WHO ARE ON THE LEFT, IN THE PLACE CREATED FOR DARKNESS, AND FEEL THE FIRE.
38 A RIVER GOES FROM UNDER THE THRONE OF SPACE AND FLOWS INTO THE VOID OF THE CREATION, WHICH IS GEHENNA, AND IT IS NEVER FILLED, THOUGH THE FIRE FLOWS FROM THE BEGINNING OF CREATION. AND SPACE ITSELF IS FIERY. THEREFORE, HE SAYS, IT HAS A VEIL IN ORDER THAT THE THINGS MAY NOT BE DESTROYED BY THE SIGHT OF IT. AND ONLY THE ARCHANGEL ENTERS IT, AND TO TYPIFY THIS THE HIGH PRIEST EVERY YEAR ENTERS THE HOLY OF HOLIES. FROM THENCE JESUS WAS CALLED AND SAT DOWN WITH SPACE, THAT THE SPIRITS MIGHT REMAIN AND NOT RISE BEFORE HIM, AND THAT HE MIGHT SUBDUE SPACE AND PROVIDE THE SEED WITH A PASSAGE INTO THE PLEROMA.
39 THE MOTHER WHO BROUGHT FORTH CHRIST COMPLETE, AND WAS ABANDONED BY HIM, IN FUTURE NO LONGER BROUGHT FORTH ANYTHING COMPLETE, BUT SUPPLIED WHAT WAS POSSIBLE BY HERSELF, SO THAT EVEN OF SPACE...THEREFORE, HAVING PRODUCED THE ANGELIC ELEMENTS OF THE “CALLED” SHE KEEPS THEM BY HERSELF, FOR THE ANGELIC ELEMENTS OF THE ELECT HAD BEEN PUT FORTH STILL EARLIER BY THE MALE.
40 NOW THOSE ON THE RIGHT WERE PUT FORTH BY THE MOTHER BEFORE THE DEMAND FOR THE LIGHT BUT THE SEEDS OF THE CHURCH AFTER THE DEMAND FOR THE LIGHT, WHEN THE ANGELIC ELEMENTS OF THE SEED HAD BEEN PUT FORTH BY THE MALE.
41 THE SUPERIOR SEEDS, HE SAYS, CAME FORTH NEITHER AS PASSIONS, THE SEEDS OF WHICH WOULD HAVE PERISHED WHEN THEY PERISHED, NOR AS A CREATION, BUT AS OFFSPRING; SINCE OTHERWISE, WHEN CREATION WAS BEING PUT TOGETHER, THE SEEDS WOULD HAVE BEEN PUT TOGETHER WITH IT. THEREFORE, ALSO IT HAS AN AFFINITY WITH THE LIGHT, THAT IS JESUS, WHOM THE CHRIST, WHO BESOUGHT THE AEONS, FIRST PUT FORTH. AND IN HIM THE SEEDS WERE REFINED, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, AS THEY WENT WITH HIM INTO THE PLEROMA. THEREFORE, THE CHURCH IS PROPERLY SAID TO HAVE BEEN CHOSEN BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. INDEED, THEY SAY, WE WERE RECKONED TOGETHER AND MANIFESTED IN THE BEGINNING. THEREFORE, THE SAVIOR SAYS, “LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE,” REFERRING TO THE LIGHT WHICH APPEARED AND GAVE FORM, OF WHICH THE APOSTLE SAYS “WHICH LIGHTETH EVERY MAN THAT COMETH INTO THE WORLD,” THAT IS, EVERY MAN OF THE SUPERIOR SEED. FOR WHEN MAN WAS ENLIGHTENED, THEN HE CAME INTO THE WORLD, THAT IS, HE ORDERED HIMSELF AND PUT OFF THE PASSIONS WHICH WERE DARKENING HIM AND WERE MINGLED WITH HIM. AND THE CREATOR WHO HAD HELD ADAM BEFOREHAND IN HIS NOTION, PUT HIM FORTH AT THE END OF CREATION.
42 THE CROSS IS A SIGN OF THE LIMIT IN THE PLEROMA, FOR IT DIVIDES THE UNFAITHFUL FROM THE FAITHFUL AS THAT DIVIDES THE WORLD FROM THE PLEROMA. THEREFORE, JESUS BY THAT SIGN CARRIES THE SEED ON HIS SHOULDERS AND LEADS THEM INTO THE PLEROMA. FOR JESUS IS CALLED THE SHOULDERS OF THE SEED AND CHRIST IS THE HEAD. WHEREFORE IT IS SAID, “HE WHO TAKES NOT UP HIS CROSS AND FOLLOWS ME IS NOT MY BROTHER.”  THEREFORE, HE TOOK THE BODY OF JESUS, WHICH IS OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE AS THE CHURCH.
43 SO THEY SAY THAT THOSE ON THE RIGHT KNEW THE NAMES OF JESUS AND CHRIST EVEN BEFORE THE ADVENT, BUT THEY DID NOT KNOW THE POWER OF THE SIGN. AND WHEN THE SPIRIT GAVE ALL POWER, AND THE PLEROMA UNITED IN PRAISE, HE IS SENT FORTH, “AS THE ANGEL OF THE COUNSEL” AND BECOMES THE HEAD OF THE WHOLE AFTER THE FATHER. “FOR ALL THINGS WERE CREATED BY HIM, THINGS VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, THRONES, DOMINIONS, KINGDOMS, DIVINITIES, SERVICES.” “SO, GOD ALSO EXALTED HIM AND GAVE HIM A NAME WHICH IS ABOVE EVERY NAME THAT EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW AND EVERY TONGUE CONFESS THAT JESUS CHRIST, THE SAVIOR, IS THE LORD OF GLORY.” “HE WHO ASCENDED ALSO DESCENDED. THAT HE ASCENDED, WHAT DOES IT IMPLY BUT THAT HE DESCENDED? HE IT IS WHO DESCENDED INTO THE LOWER PARTS OF THE EARTH AND ASCENDED ABOVE THE HEAVENS.”
44 WHEN WISDOM BEHELD HIM, SHE RECOGNIZED THAT HE WAS SIMILAR TO THE LIGHT WHO HAD DESERTED HER, AND SHE RAN TO HIM AND REJOICED AND WORSHIPPED AND, BEHOLDING THE MALE ANGELS WHO WERE SENT OUT WITH HIM, SHE WAS ABASHED AND PUT ON A VEIL. THROUGH THIS MYSTERY PAUL COMMANDS THE WOMEN “TO WEAR POWER ON THEIR HEADS ON ACCOUNT OF THE ANGELS.”
45 STRAIGHTWAY, THEREFORE, THE SAVIOR BESTOWED ON HER A FORM THAT WAS ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE AND A HEALING OF PASSIONS, EXHIBITING THE CONTENTS OF THE PLEROMA AND STAGES OF EMANATION DOWN TO HER OWN, FROM THE UNBEGOTTEN FATHER. AND, HAVING TAKEN AWAY THE PASSIONS OF HER WHO HAD SUFFERED, HE MADE HER IMPASSIBLE, AND, HAVING SEPARATED THE PASSIONS, HE KEPT THEM AND THEY WERE NOT DISTINGUISHED AS FROM THOSE WITHIN, BUT HE BROUGHT INTO BEING BOTH THEM AND THE ELEMENTS OF THE SECOND RANK. THUS, THROUGH THE APPEARANCE OF THE SAVIOR, WISDOM CAME INTO BEING AND THE ELEMENTS WITHOUT WERE CREATED. “FOR ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANYTHING MADE.”
46 FIRST, THEREFORE, HE DREW THESE THINGS FROM IMMATERIAL PASSION AND CHANCE AND TRANSFORMED THEM INTO MATTER STILL INCORPOREAL, THEN IN A SIMILAR MANNER INTO COMPOUND SUBSTANCE AND BODIES. FOR IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR PASSION TO BE BROUGHT INTO BEING BY A SINGLE PROCESS AND HE ENDOWED THE BODIES WITH PROPERTIES SUITABLE TO THEIR NATURE.
47 NOW THE SAVIOR BECAME THE FIRST UNIVERSAL CREATOR. “BUT WISDOM,” THE SECOND, “BUILT A HOUSE FOR HERSELF AND HEWED OUT SEVEN PILLARS” AND FIRST OF ALL SHE PUT FORTH A GOD, THE IMAGE OF THE FATHER, AND THROUGH HIM SHE MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, THAT IS “HEAVENLY THINGS, AND THE EARTHLY” – THE THINGS ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON THE LEFT. THIS, AS AN IMAGE OF THE FATHER, THEN BECAME A FATHER AND PUT FORTH FIRST THE PSYCHIC CHRIST, AN IMAGE OF THE SON, THEN THE ARCHANGELS AS IMAGES OF THE AEONS, THEN THE ANGELS OF THE ARCHANGELS FROM THE PSYCHIC AND LUMINOUS SUBSTANCE TO WHICH THE PROPHETIC WORD REFERS, “AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD WAS SUPERIMPOSED UPON THE WATERS,” DECLARING THAT IN THE COMBINATION OF THE TWO SUBSTANCES, MADE FOR HIM, THE SIMPLE WAS SUPERIMPOSED BUT THE HEAVY AND MATERIAL SUBSTANCE IS BORNE UNDER, THE THICK AND COARSE. BUT IT IS EVEN SUGGESTED THAT THIS WAS INCORPOREAL IN THE BEGINNING WHEN IT IS CALLED “INVISIBLE.” YET IT WAS NEVER INVISIBLE TO ANY MAN THAT EVER LIVED NOR TO GOD, FOR HE MADE IT. BUT HE HAS SOMEHOW DECLARED ITS ABSENCE OF FORM, SHAPE AND DESIGN.
48 NOW THE CREATOR DIVIDED THE REFINED ELEMENT FROM THE COURSE SINCE HE PERCEIVED THE NATURE OF EACH, AND MADE LIGHT, THAT IS, HE REVEALED AND BROUGHT IT TO LIGHT AND FORM, FOR HE MADE THE LIGHT OF SUN AND HEAVEN MUCH LATER. AND OF THE MATERIAL ELEMENTS HE MADE ONE OUT OF GRIEF, WHICH GIVES SUBSTANCE TO THE “SPIRITUAL THINGS OF EVIL WITH WHOM IS OUR CONTEST” (AND THEREFORE THE APOSTLE SAYS, “AND DO NOT GRIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD, BY WHOM YE WERE SEALED”), AND ANOTHER HE MADE FROM FEAR, THE WILD BEASTS, AND ANOTHER FROM TERROR AND NEED, THE ELEMENTS OF THE WORLD. AND IN THE THREE ELEMENTS FIRE DRIFTS ABOUT AND IS DISSEMINATED AND LURKS, AND IS KINDLED BY THEM AND DIES WITH THEM, FOR IT HAS NO APPOINTED PLACE OF ITS OWN LIKE THE OTHER ELEMENTS FROM WHICH THE COMPOUND SUBSTANCES ARE FASHIONED.
49 AND SINCE HE DID NOT KNOW HER WHO ACTED THROUGH HIM AND THOUGHT HE CREATED BY HIS OWN POWER, FOR HE WAS NATURALLY FOND OF WORK, THEREFORE THE APOSTLE SAID: “HE WAS SUBJECT UNTO THE VANITY OF THE WORLD, NOT WILLINGLY, BUT BY REASON OF HIM WHO SUBJECTED IT, IN HOPE THAT IT ALSO WILL BE SET FREE,” WHEN THE SEEDS OF GOD SHALL BE ASSEMBLED. AND A SPECIAL PROOF OF HIS UNWILLINGNESS IS HIS BLESSING THE SABBATH AND THE WARM WELCOME HE GAVE TO REST FROM LABOR.
50 “TAKING DUST FROM THE EARTH”: NOT OF THE LAND BUT A PORTION OF MATTER BUT OF VARIED CONSTITUTION AND COLOR, HE FASHIONED A SOUL, EARTHLY AND MATERIAL, IRRATIONAL AND CONSUBSTANTIAL WITH THAT OF THE BEASTS. THIS IS THE MAN “ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE.” BUT THE MAN WHO IS “ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS” OF THE CREATOR HIMSELF, IS HE WHOM HE HAS BREATHED INTO AND INSEMINATED INTO THE FORMER, PLACING IN HIM BY ANGELS SOMETHING CONSUBSTANTIAL WITH HIMSELF. INASMUCH AS HE IS INVISIBLE AND IMMATERIAL, HE CALLED HIS SUBSTANCE “THE BREATH OF LIFE,” BUT THAT WHICH WAS GIVEN FORM BECAME A “LIVING SOUL,” AND HE HIMSELF CONFESSES THAT IT IS SO IN THE PROPHETIC WRITINGS.
51 THEREFORE MAN IS IN MAN, “PSYCHIC” IN “EARTHLY,” NOT CONSISTING AS PART TO PART BUT UNITED AS WHOLE TO WHOLE BY GOD'S UNSPEAKABLE POWER. THEREFORE, HE WAS CREATED IN PARADISE IN THE FOURTH HEAVEN. FOR THERE EARTHLY FLESH DOES NOT ASCEND BUT IT WAS TO THE DIVINE SOUL AS MATERIAL FLESH. THIS IS THE MEANING OF “THIS IS NOW BONE OF MY BONES,” – HE HINTS AT THE DIVINE SOUL WHICH IS HIDDEN IN THE FLESH, FIRM AND HARD TO SUFFER AND VERY POTENT, – AND “FLESH OF MY FLESH” – THE MATERIAL SOUL WHICH IS THE BODY OF THE DIVINE SOUL. CONCERNING THESE TWO ALSO, THE SAVIOR SAYS, “THAT IS TO BE FEARED WHICH CAN DESTROY THIS SOUL AND THIS BODY, THE PSYCHIC ONE, IN HELL.”
52 THIS BODY THE SAVIOR CALLED AN “ADVERSARY” AND PAUL SAID A “ LAW WARRING AGAINST THE LAW OF MY MIND” AND THE SAVIOR ADVISES US “TO BIND IT” AND TO “SEIZE ITS POSSESSIONS” AS THOSE OF “A STRONG MAN” WHO WAS WARRING AGAINST THE HEAVENLY SOUL, AND HE ALSO ADVISES US TO BE “RECONCILED WITH HIM ON THE WAY LEST WE FALL INTO PRISON” AND PUNISHMENT, AND SIMILARLY TO “BE KIND TO IT” AND NOT TO NOURISH AND STRENGTHEN IT BY THE POWER OF SIN BUT TO PUT IT TO DEATH HERE AND NOW, AND MANIFEST IT AS EXTINCT IN THE DOMAIN OF WICKEDNESS IN ORDER THAT AT ITS DISSOLUTION IT MAY SECRETLY BE SEPARATED AND BREATHED AWAY, BUT NOT GAIN ANY EXISTENCE OF ITS OWN, AND SO HAVE POWER BY ITSELF IN ITS PASSAGE THROUGH THE FIRE.
53 THIS IS CALLED A “TARE” WHICH GROWS UP WITH THE SOUL, THE GOOD SEED, AND IS ALSO A SEED OF THE DEVIL, SINCE IT IS CONSUBSTANTIAL WITH HIM, AND A “SNAKE” AND A “BITER OF THE HEEL” AND A “ROBBER” ATTACKING THE HEAD OF A KING. AND ADAM WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE HAD THE SPIRITUAL SEED SOWN IN HIS SOUL BY WISDOM. HE SAYS, “ESTABLISHED THROUGH ANGELS BY THE HAND OF A MEDIATOR. AND THE MEDIATOR IS NOT OF ONE BUT GOD IS ONE.” THEREFORE, THE SEEDS PUT FORTH INTO “BECOMING” BY WISDOM ARE MINISTERED TO SO FAR AS THEY CAN COME TO BEING BY THE MALE ANGELS. FOR JUST AS THE DEMIURGE, MOVED BY WISDOM WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE, THINKS THAT HE IS A FREE AGENT, SO ALSO DO MEN. SO, WISDOM FIRST PUT FORTH A SPIRITUAL SEED WHICH WAS IN ADAM THAT IT MIGHT BE “THE BONE,” THE REASONABLE AND HEAVENLY SOUL WHICH IS NOT EMPTY BUT FULL OF SPIRITUAL MARROW.
54 FROM ADAM THREE NATURES WERE BEGOTTEN. THE FIRST WAS THE IRRATIONAL, WHICH WAS CAIN'S, THE SECOND THE RATIONAL AND JUST, WHICH WAS ABEL'S, THE THIRD THE SPIRITUAL, WHICH WAS SETH'S. NOW THAT WHICH IS EARTHLY IS “ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE,” THAT WHICH IS PSYCHICAL ACCORDING TO THE “LIKENESS” OF GOD, AND THAT WHICH IS SPIRITUAL IS ACCORDING TO THE REAL NATURE; AND WITH REFERENCE TO THESE THREE, WITHOUT THE OTHER CHILDREN OF ADAM, IT WAS SAID, “THIS IS THE BOOK OF THE GENERATION OF MEN.” AND BECAUSE SETH WAS SPIRITUAL, HE NEITHER TENDS FLOCKS NOR TILLS THE SOIL BUT PRODUCES A CHILD, AS SPIRITUAL THINGS DO. AND HIM, WHO “HOPED TO CALL UPON THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD” WHO LOOKED UPWARD AND WHOSE “CITIZENSHIP IS IN HEAVEN” – HIM THE WORLD DOES NOT CONTAIN.
55 ON ADAM, OVER THE THREE IMMATERIAL ELEMENTS, A FOURTH, “THE EARTHLY,” IS PUT ON AS “THE LEATHERN GARMENTS.” THEREFORE, ADAM NEITHER SOWS FROM THE SPIRIT NOR, THEREFORE, FROM THAT WHICH WAS BREATHED INTO HIM, FOR BOTH ARE DIVINE AND BOTH ARE PUT FORTH THROUGH HIM BUT NOT BY HIM. BUT HIS MATERIAL NATURE IS ACTIVE TOWARD SEED AND GENERATION, AS THOUGH MIXED WITH SEED AND UNABLE TO STAND APART FROM THE SAME HARMONY IN LIFE.
56 THEREFORE OUR FATHER ADAM IS “THE FIRST MAN OF THE EARTH, EARTHY” AND IF HE HAD SOWN FROM PSYCHIC AND SPIRITUAL AS WELL AS FROM MATERIAL SUBSTANCE, ALL WOULD HAVE BECOME EQUAL AND RIGHTEOUS AND THE TEACHING WOULD HAVE BEEN IN ALL. THEREFORE, MANY ARE MATERIAL, BUT NOT MANY ARE PSYCHIC, AND FEW ARE SPIRITUAL. NOW THE SPIRITUAL IS SAVED BY NATURE, BUT THE PSYCHIC HAS FREE-WILL, AND HAS THE CAPACITY FOR BOTH FAITH AND INCORRUPTIBILITY, AS WELL AS FOR UNBELIEF AND CORRUPTION ACCORDING TO ITS OWN CHOICE; BUT THE MATERIAL PERISHES BY NATURE. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE PSYCHIC “ARE ENGRAFTED ON THE OLIVE TREE” INTO FAITH AND INCORRUPTIBILITY AND SHARE “THE FATNESS OF THE OLIVE TREE” AND WHEN “THE GENTILES COME IN,” THEN “THUS SHALL ALL ISRAEL.” BUT ISRAEL IS AN ALLEGORY, THE SPIRITUAL MAN WHO WILL SEE GOD, THE UNLAWFUL SON OF THE FAITHFUL ABRAHAM, HE WHO WAS BORN OF FREE WOMAN, NOT HE WHO WAS ACCORDING TO THE FLESH THE SON OF THE EGYPTIAN BOND WOMAN.
57 THEREFORE FROM THE THREE SPECIES A FORMATION OF THE SPIRITUAL ELEMENT HAPPENS TO ONE AND A CHANGE OF THE PSYCHIC FROM SLAVERY TO FREEDOM HAPPENS TO THE OTHER.
58 THEN AFTER THE KINGDOM OF DEATH, WHICH HAD MADE A GREAT AND FAIR PROMISE, BUT HAD NONE THE LESS BECOME A MINISTRY OF DEATH, JESUS CHRIST THE GREAT CHAMPION, WHEN EVERY PRINCIPALITY AND DIVINITY HAD REFUSED, RECEIVED UNTO HIMSELF BY AN ACT OF POWER THE CHURCH, THAT IS, THE ELECT AND THE CALLED, ONE (THE SPIRITUAL) FROM THE MOTHER, THE OTHER (THE PSYCHIC) BY THE DISPENSATION; AND HE SAVED AND BORE ALOFT WHAT HE HAD RECEIVED AND THROUGH THEM WHAT WAS CONSUBSTANTIAL. FOR “IF THE FIRST FRUITS BE HOLY, THE LUMP WILL BE ALSO; IF THE ROOT BE HOLY, THEN WILL ALSO THE SHOOTS.”
59 FIRST, THEN, HE PUT ON A SEED FROM THE MOTHER, NOT BEING SEPARATED BUT CONTAINING IT BY POWER, AND IT IS GIVEN FORM LITTLE BY LITTLE THROUGH KNOWLEDGE. AND WHEN HE CAME INTO SPACE JESUS FOUND CHRIST, WHOM IT WAS FORETOLD THAT HE WOULD PUT ON, WHOM THE PROPHETS AND THE LAW ANNOUNCED AS AN IMAGE OF THE SAVIOR. BUT EVEN THIS PSYCHIC CHRIST WHOM HE PUT ON, WAS INVISIBLE, AND IT WAS NECESSARY FOR HIM WHEN HE CAME INTO THE WORLD TO BE SEEN HERE, TO BE HELD, TO BE A CITIZEN, AND TO HOLD ON TO A SENSIBLE BODY. A BODY, THEREFORE, WAS SPUN FOR HIM OUT OF INVISIBLE PSYCHIC SUBSTANCE, AND ARRIVED IN THE WORLD OF SENSE WITH POWER FROM A DIVINE PREPARATION.
60 THEREFORE, “HOLY SPIRIT SHALL COME UPON THEE” REFERS TO THE FORMATION OF THE LORD'S BODY, “AND A POWER OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SHALL OVERSHADOW THEE” INDICATES THE FORMATION OF GOD WITH WHICH HE IMPRINTED THE BODY IN THE VIRGIN.
61 THAT HE WAS OTHER THAN WHAT HE RECEIVED IS CLEAR FROM WHAT HE PROFESSES, “I AM THE LIFE, I AM THE TRUTH, I AND THE FATHER ARE ONE.” BUT THE SPIRITUAL NATURE, WHICH HE RECEIVED, AND THE PSYCHIC HE THUS INDICATES, “AND THE CHILD GREW AND ADVANCED GREATLY.” FOR THE SPIRITUAL NATURE NEEDS WISDOM BUT THE PSYCHIC NEEDS SIZE. BUT BY THE FLOWING OUT FROM HIS SIDE HE INDICATES THAT THE SUBSTANCES HAVING BECOME FREE FROM PASSION HAVE BEEN SAVED BY THE FLOWING’S OUT OF THE PASSIONS FROM THOSE WHO SHARED IN THEM. AND WHEN HE SAYS “THE SON OF MAN MUST BE REJECTED AND INSULTED AND CRUCIFIED,” HE SEEMS TO BE SPEAKING OF SOMEONE ELSE, THAT IS, OF HIM WHO HAS PASSION. AND HE SAYS, “ON THE THIRD OF THE DAYS I WILL GO BEFORE YOU INTO GALILEE.” FOR HE GOES BEFORE ALL AND INDICATED THAT HE WILL RAISE UP THE SOUL WHICH IS BEING INVISIBLY SAVED AND WILL RESTORE IT TO THE PLACE WHERE HE IS NOW LEADING THE WAY. AND HE DIED AT THE DEPARTURE OF THE SPIRIT WHICH HAD DESCENDED UPON HIM IN THE JORDAN, NOT THAT IT BECAME SEPARATE BUT WAS WITHDRAWN IN ORDER THAT DEATH MIGHT ALSO OPERATE ON HIM, SINCE HOW DID THE BODY DIE WHEN LIFE WAS PRESENT IN HIM? FOR IN THAT WAY DEATH WOULD HAVE PREVAILED OVER THE SAVIOR HIMSELF, WHICH IS ABSURD. BUT DEATH WAS OUT-GENERALED BY GUILE. FOR WHEN THE BODY DIED AND DEATH SEIZED IT, THE SAVIOR SENT FORTH THE RAY OF POWER WHICH HAD COME UPON HIM AND DESTROYED DEATH AND RAISED UP THE MORTAL BODY WHICH HAD PUT OFF PASSION. IN THIS WAY, THEREFORE, THE PSYCHIC ELEMENTS ARE RAISED AND ARE SAVED, BUT THE SPIRITUAL NATURES WHICH BELIEVE RECEIVE A SALVATION SUPERIOR TO THEIRS, HAVING RECEIVED THEIR SOULS AS “WEDDING GARMENTS.”
62 NOW THE PSYCHIC CHRIST SITS ON THE RIGHT HAND OF THE CREATOR, AS DAVID SAYS, “SIT THOU ON MY RIGHT HAND” AND SO ON. AND HE SITS THERE UNTIL THE END “THAT THEY MAY SEE HIM WHOM THEY PIERCED.” BUT THEY PIERCED THE APPEARANCE, WHICH IS THE FLESH OF THE PSYCHIC ONE, “FOR,” IT SAYS, “A BONE OF HIM SHALL NOT BE BROKEN,” JUST AS IN THE CASE OF ADAM THE PROPHECY USED BONE AS AN ALLEGORY FOR THE SOUL. FOR THE ACTUAL SOUL OF CHRIST DEPOSITED ITSELF IN THE FATHER'S HANDS, WHILE THE BODY WAS SUFFERING. BUT THE SPIRITUAL NATURE REFERRED TO AS “BONE” IS NOT YET DEPOSITED BUT HE KEEPS IT.
63 NOW THE REPOSE OF THE SPIRITUAL ELEMENTS ON THE LORD'S DAY, THAT IS, IN THE OGDOAD, WHICH IS CALLED THE LORD'S DAY, IS WITH THE MOTHER, WHO KEEPS THEIR SOULS, THE (WEDDING) GARMENTS, UNTIL THE END; BUT THE OTHER FAITHFUL SOULS ARE WITH THE CREATOR, BUT AT THE END THEY ALSO GO UP IN THE OGDOAD. THEN COMES THE MARRIAGE FEAST, COMMON TO ALL WHO ARE SAVED, UNTIL ALL ARE EQUAL AND KNOW EACH OTHER.
64 HENCEFORTH THE SPIRITUAL ELEMENTS HAVING PUT OFF THEIR SOULS, TOGETHER WITH THE MOTHER WHO LEADS THE BRIDEGROOM, ALSO LEAD BRIDEGROOMS, THEIR ANGELS, AND PASS INTO THE BRIDE CHAMBER WITHIN THE LIMIT AND ATTAIN TO THE VISION OF THE FATHER, – HAVING BECOME INTELLECTUAL AEONS, – IN THE INTELLECTUAL AND ETERNAL MARRIAGES OF THE SYZYGE.
65 AND THE “MASTER” OF THE FEAST, WHO IS THE “BEST MAN” OF THE MARRIAGE, “AND FRIEND OF THE BRIDEGROOM, STANDING BEFORE THE BRIDE CHAMBER AND HEARING THE VOICE OF THE BRIDEGROOM, REJOICES GREATLY.” THIS IS “THE FULLNESS OF HIS JOY” AND HIS REPOSE.
66 THE SAVIOR TAUGHT THE APOSTLES AT FIRST FIGURATIVELY AND MYSTICALLY, LATER IN PARABLES AND RIDDLES, AND THIRDLY CLEARLY AND OPENLY WHEN THEY WERE ALONE. 
67 “WHEN WE WERE IN THE FLESH” THE APOSTLE SAYS, AS IF HE WERE ALREADY SPEAKING WITHOUT THE BODY. NOW HE SAYS THAT HE MEANS BY FLESH THAT WEAKNESS WHICH WAS AN OFFSHOOT OF THE WOMAN ON HIGH. AND WHEN THE SAVIOR SAYS TO SALOME THAT DEATH WILL REIGN AS LONG AS WOMEN BEAR, HE DOES NOT SPEAK IN REPROACH OF BIRTH SINCE IT IS NECESSARY FOR THE SALVATION OF THE BELIEVERS. FOR THIS BIRTH MUST BE UNTIL THE PREVIOUSLY RECKONED SEED BE PUT FORTH. BUT HE IS ALLUDING TO THE WOMAN ON HIGH WHOSE PASSIONS BECAME CREATION WHEN SHE PUT FORTH THOSE BEINGS THAT WERE WITHOUT FORM. ON HER ACCOUNT THE SAVIOR CAME DOWN TO DRAG US OUT FROM PASSION AND TO ADOPT US TO HIMSELF.
68 FOR AS LONG AS WE WERE CHILDREN OF THE FEMALE ONLY, AS IF OF A BASE INTERCOURSE, INCOMPLETE AND INFANTS AND SENSELESS AND WEAK AND WITHOUT FORM, BROUGHT FORTH LIKE ABORTIONS, WE WERE CHILDREN OF THE WOMAN, BUT WHEN WE HAVE RECEIVED FORM FROM THE SAVIOR, WE HAVE BECOME CHILDREN OF A HUSBAND AND A BRIDE CHAMBER.
69 FATE IS A UNION OF MANY OPPOSING FORCES AND THEY ARE INVISIBLE AND UNSEEN, GUIDING THE COURSE OF THE STARS AND GOVERNING THROUGH THEM. FOR AS EACH OF THEM ARRIVED, BORNE ROUND BY THE MOVEMENT OF THE WORLD, IT OBTAINED POWER OVER THOSE WHO WERE BORN AT THAT VERY MOMENT, AS THOUGH THEY WERE ITS OWN CHILDREN. 70 THEREFORE THROUGH THE FIXED STARS AND THE PLANETS, THE INVISIBLE POWERS HOLDING SWAY OVER THEM DIRECT AND WATCH OVER BIRTHS. BUT THE STARS THEMSELVES DO NOTHING BUT DISPLAY THE ACTIVITY OF THE DOMINANT POWERS, JUST AS THE FLIGHT OF THE BIRDS (FOR OMENS) INDICATES SOMETHING BUT EFFECTS NOTHING.
71 NOW THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC AND THE SEVEN STARS WHICH FOLLOW THEM RISING NOW IN CONJUNCTION, NOW IN OPPOSITION...THESE, MOVED BY THE POWERS, SHOW THE MOVEMENT OF SUBSTANCE TOWARD THE CREATION OF LIVING BEINGS AND THE TURN OF CIRCUMSTANCES. BUT BOTH THE STARS AND THE POWERS ARE OF DIFFERENT KINDS: SOME ARE BENEFICENT, SOME MALEFICENT, SOME RIGHT, SOME LEFT, AND THAT WHICH IS BORN SHARES IN BOTH QUALITIES. AND EACH OF THEM COMES INTO BEING AT ITS OWN TIME, THE DOMINANT SIGN FULFILLING THE COURSE OF NATURE, PARTLY AT THE BEGINNING, PARTLY AT THE END.
72 FROM THIS SITUATION AND BATTLE OF THE POWERS THE LORD RESCUES US AND SUPPLIES PEACE FROM THE ARRAY OF POWERS AND ANGELS, IN WHICH SOME ARE ARRAYED FOR US AND OTHERS AGAINST US. FOR SOME ARE LIKE SOLDIERS FIGHTING ON OUR SIDE AS SERVANTS OF GOD BUT OTHERS ARE LIKE BRIGANDS. FOR THE EVIL ONE GIRDED HIMSELF, NOT TAKING THE SWORD BY THE SIDE OF THE KING, BUT IN MADLY PLUNDERING FOR HIMSELF.
73 NOW BECAUSE OF THE OPPONENTS WHO ATTACK THE SOUL THROUGH THE BODY AND OUTWARD THINGS AND PLEDGE IT TO SLAVERY; THE ONES ON THE RIGHT ARE NOT SUFFICIENT TO FOLLOW AND RESCUE AND GUARD US. FOR THEIR PROVIDENTIAL POWER IS NOT PERFECT LIKE THE GOOD SHEPHERD'S BUT EACH ONE IS LIKE A MERCENARY WHO SEES THE WOLF COMING AND FLEES AND IS NOT ZEALOUS TO GIVE UP HIS LIFE FOR HIS OWN SHEEP. AND BESIDES MAN, OVER WHOM THE BATTLE RAGES, SINCE HE IS A WEAK ANIMAL, IS EASILY LED TOWARD THE WORSE AND CAPTURED BY THOSE WHO HATE HIM. WHENCE ALSO HE INCURS GREATER EVIL.
74 THEREFORE THE LORD CAME DOWN BRINGING THE PEACE WHICH IS FROM HEAVEN TO THOSE ON EARTH, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, “PEACE ON THE EARTH AND GLORY IN THE HEIGHTS.” THEREFORE, A STRANGE AND NEW STAR AROSE DOING AWAY WITH THE OLD ASTRAL DECREE, SHINING WITH A NEW UNEARTHLY LIGHT, WHICH REVOLVED ON A NEW PATH OF SALVATION, AS THE LORD HIMSELF, MEN'S GUIDE, WHO CAME DOWN TO EARTH TO TRANSFER FROM FATE TO HIS PROVIDENCE THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN CHRIST.
75 THEY SAY THAT THE RESULTS PROPHESIED SHOW THAT FATE EXISTS FOR THE OTHERS AND THE CONSIDERATION OF CALCULATIONS IS A CLEAR PROOF. FOR EXAMPLE, THE MAGI NOT ONLY SAW THE LORD'S STAR BUT THEY RECOGNIZED THE TRUTH THAT A KING WAS BORN AND WHOSE KING HE WAS, NAMELY OF THE PIOUS. AT THAT TIME, ONLY THE JEWS WERE NOTED FOR PIETY; THEREFORE, THE SAVIOR GOING DOWN TO THE PIOUS, CAME FIRST TO THESE WHO AT THAT TIME WERE CARRYING FAME FOR PIETY.
76 AS, THEREFORE, THE BIRTH OF THE SAVIOR RELEASED US FROM “BECOMING” AND FROM FATE, SO ALSO HIS BAPTISM RESCUED US FROM FIRE, AND HIS PASSION RESCUED US FROM PASSION IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT IN ALL THINGS FOLLOW HIM. FOR HE WHO WAS BAPTIZED UNTO GOD ADVANCED TOWARD GOD AND HAS RECEIVED “POWER TO WALK UPON SCORPIONS AND SNAKES,” THE EVIL POWERS. AND HE COMMANDS THE DISCIPLES “WHEN YE GO ABOUT, PREACH AND THEM THAT BELIEVE BAPTIZE IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND OF THE SON [JESUS] AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN],” IN WHOM WE ARE BORN AGAIN, BECOMING HIGHER THAN ALL THE OTHER POWERS.
77 THEREFORE BAPTISM IS CALLED DEATH AND AN END OF THE OLD LIFE WHEN WE TAKE LEAVE OF THE EVIL PRINCIPALITIES, BUT IT IS ALSO CALLED LIFE ACCORDING TO CHRIST, OF WHICH HE IS SOLE LORD. BUT THE POWER OF THE TRANSFORMATION OF HIM WHO IS BAPTIZED DOES NOT CONCERN THE BODY BUT THE SOUL, FOR HE WHO COMES UP [OUT OF THE WATER] IS UNCHANGED. FROM THE MOMENT WHEN HE COMES UP FROM BAPTISM, HE IS CALLED A SERVANT OF GOD EVEN BY THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS AND THEY NOW “TREMBLE” AT HIM WHOM SHORTLY BEFORE THEY OBSESSED.
78 UNTIL BAPTISM, THEY SAY, FATE IS REAL, BUT AFTER IT THE ASTROLOGISTS ARE NO LONGER RIGHT. BUT IT IS NOT ONLY THE WASHING THAT IS LIBERATING, BUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF/WHO WE WERE, AND WHAT WE HAVE BECOME, WHERE WE WERE OR WHERE WE WERE PLACED, WHITHER WE HASTEN, FROM WHAT WE ARE REDEEMED, WHAT BIRTH IS AND WHAT REBIRTH.
79 SO LONG, THEN, THEY SAY, AS THE SEED IS YET UNFORMED, IT IS THE OFFSPRING OF THE FEMALE, BUT WHEN IT WAS FORMED, IT WAS CHANGED TO A MAN AND BECOMES A SON OF THE BRIDEGROOM. IT IS NO LONGER WEAK AND SUBJECT TO THE COSMIC FORCES, BOTH VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, BUT HAVING BEEN MADE MASCULINE, IT BECOMES A MALE FRUIT.
80 HE WHOM THE MOTHER GENERATES IS LED INTO DEATH AND INTO THE WORLD, BUT HE WHOM CHRIST REGENERATES IS TRANSFERRED TO LIFE INTO THE OGDOAD. AND THEY: DIE TO THE WORLD BUT LIVE TO GOD, THAT DEATH MAY BE LOOSED BY DEATH AND CORRUPTION BY RESURRECTION. FOR HE WHO HAS BEEN SEALED BY FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT IS BEYOND THE THREATS OF EVERY OTHER POWER AND BY THE THREE NAMES HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM THE WHOLE TRIAD OF CORRUPTION. “HAVING BORNE THE IMAGE OF THE EARTHLY, IT THEN BEARS THE IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY.”
81 THE MATERIAL ELEMENT OF FIRE LAYS, HOLD OF ALL MATERIAL THINGS, AND THE PURE AND IMMATERIAL ELEMENT LAYS HOLD OF IMMATERIAL THINGS SUCH AS DEMONS, ANGELS OF EVIL AND THE DEVIL HIMSELF. THUS, THE HEAVENLY FIRE IS DUAL IN ITS NATURE, BELONGING PARTLY TO THE MIND, PARTLY TO THE SENSES. BY ANALOGY, THEREFORE, BAPTISM IS ALSO DUAL IN ITS NATURE, THE SENSIBLE PART WORKS THROUGH WATER WHICH EXTINGUISHES THE SENSIBLE FIRE, BUT THE INTELLECTUAL THROUGH SPIRIT, A DEFENSE AGAINST THE INTELLECTUAL FIRE. AND THE MATERIAL SPIRIT WHEN IT IS LITTLE BECOMES FOOD AND KINDLING FOR THE SENSIBLE FIRE, BUT WHEN IT HAS INCREASED IT HAS BECOME AN EXTINGUISHER, BUT THE SPIRIT GIVEN US FROM ABOVE, SINCE IT IS IMMATERIAL, RULES NOT ONLY OVER THE ELEMENTS, BUT OVER THE POWERS AND THE EVIL PRINCIPALITIES.
82 AND THE BREAD AND THE OIL ARE SANCTIFIED BY THE POWER OF THE NAME, AND THEY ARE NOT THE SAME AS THEY APPEARED TO BE WHEN THEY WERE RECEIVED, BUT THEY HAVE BEEN TRANSFORMED BY POWER INTO SPIRITUAL POWER. THUS, THE WATER, ALSO, BOTH IN EXORCISM AND BAPTISM, NOT ONLY KEEPS OFF EVIL, BUT GIVES SANCTIFICATION AS WELL.
83 IT IS FITTING TO GO TO BAPTISM WITH JOY, BUT, SINCE UNCLEAN SPIRITS OFTEN GO DOWN INTO THE WATER WITH SOME AND THESE SPIRITS FOLLOWING AND GAINING THE SEAL TOGETHER WITH THE CANDIDATE BECOME IMPOSSIBLE TO CURE FOR THE FUTURE, FEAR IS JOINED WITH JOY, IN ORDER THAT ONLY HE WHO IS PURE MAY GO DOWN TO THE WATER.
84 THEREFORE LET THERE BE FASTING’S, SUPPLICATIONS, PRAYERS, RAISING OF HANDS, KNEELING’S BECAUSE A SOUL IS BEING SAVED FROM THE WORLD AND FROM THE “MOUTH OF LIONS.” WHEREFORE THERE IS IMMEDIATE TEMPTATION FOR THOSE WHO LONG ALSO FOR THE THINGS FROM WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN SEPARATED, AND EVEN IF ONE HAS FORE-KNOWLEDGE TO ENDURE THEM, YET THE OUTWARD MAN IS SHAKEN.
85 EVEN THE LORD AFTER BAPTISM WAS TROUBLED LIKE AS WE ARE AND WAS FIRST WITH BEASTS IN THE DESERT. THEN WHEN HE HAD PREVAILED OVER THEM AND THEIR RULER AS IF ALREADY A TRUE KING, HE WAS ALREADY SERVED BY ANGELS. FOR HE WHO RULED OVER ANGELS IN THE FLESH WAS FITTINGLY SERVED ALREADY BY ANGELS. THEREFORE, WE MUST PUT ON THE LORD'S ARMOR AND KEEP BODY AND SOUL INVULNERABLE – ARMOR THAT IS “ABLE TO QUENCH THE DARTS OF THE DEVIL,” AS THE APOSTLE SAYS.
86 IN THE CASE OF THE COIN THAT WAS BROUGHT TO HIM, THE LORD DID NOT SAY WHOSE PROPERTY IS IT, BUT, “WHOSE IMAGE AND SUPERSCRIPTION? CAESAR'S,” THAT IT MIGHT BE GIVEN TO HIM WHOSE IT IS. SO LIKEWISE, THE FAITHFUL; HE HAS THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD THROUGH CHRIST AS A SUPERSCRIPTION AND THE SPIRIT AS AN IMAGE. AND DUMB ANIMALS SHOW BY A SEAL WHOSE PROPERTY EACH IS, AND ARE CLAIMED FROM THE SEAL. THUS, ALSO THE FAITHFUL SOUL RECEIVES THE SEAL OF TRUTH AND BEARS ABOUT THE “MARKS OF CHRIST.” THESE ARE THE CHILDREN WHO ARE NOW RESTING IN BED AND “THE WISE VIRGINS,” WITH WHOM THE OTHERS, WHO ARE LATE, DID NOT ENTER INTO “THE GOODS WHICH HAVE BEEN PREPARED, ON WHICH THE ANGELS DESIRE TO GAZE.”
THESE FOLLOWING EXCERPTS HAVE BEEN WIDELY AND INCORRECTLY LABELED AS "EXCERPTA EX THEODOTO". THEY APPEAR IN ANTE-NICENE FATHERS VOL. 8, EDITED BY A. ROBERTS AND J DONALDSON, WHERE THIS MATERIAL IS GIVEN AS AN APPENDIX TO THE WORKS OF CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA. THESE COLLECTED SAYINGS ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THEODOTUS; HOWEVER, IN THE INTRODUCTION IN THE ANTE-NICENE FATHERS, IT IS NOTED: "IT IS THE WORK OF A MONTANIST, PERHAPS, WHO MAY HAVE HAD SOME RELATIONS WITH THE ALEXANDRIAN SCHOOL; BUT IT IS HARD TO SAY PRECISELY WHO OF THREE OR FOUR NAMED THEODOTUS (ALL HERETICS), MAY HAVE MADE THE COMPILATION..." A TRANSLATION AND COMMENTARY ON THIS TEXT IS ALSO FOUND IN: W. FOERSTER, GNOSIS: A SELECTION OF GNOSTIC TEXTS (OXFORD: CLARENDON PRESS, 1972), PP. 222-33. THIS TEXT WAS PREVIOUSLY AND ERRONEOUS FILED HERE IN THE ARCHIVE (AND THEREAFTER, IN MANY OTHER PLACES ON THE INTERNET) UNDER THE TITLE EXCERPTA EX THEODOTO. MOST INTERNET DOCUMENT COLLECTIONS HAVE TAKEN MATERIAL DIRECTLY FROM THIS SITE, AND WE REGRET HAVING HELPED PROPAGATION THIS ERROR. 
SELECTIONS FROM THE PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES
(ATTRIBUTED TO THEODOTUS, AS COLLECTED BY CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA)
ANTE-NICENE FATHERS VOL. 8
I. THOSE AROUND SEDRACH, MISAK, AND ABEDNAGO IN THE FURNACE OF FIRE SAY AS THEY PRAISE GOD, "BLESS, YE HEAVENS, THE LORD; PRAISE AND EXALT HIM FOR EVER;" THEN, "BLESS, YE ANGELS, THE LORD;" THEN, "BLESS THE LORD, ALL YE WATERS THAT ARE ABOVE HEAVEN." SO, THE SCRIPTURES ASSIGN THE HEAVENS AND THE WATERS TO THE CLASS OF PURE POWERS [3] AS IS SHOWN IN GENESIS. SUITABLY, THEN, INASMUCH AS "POWER" IS USED WITH A VARIETY OF MEANING, DANIEL ADDS, "LET EVERY POWER BLESS THE LORD", THEN, FURTHER, "BLESS THE LORD, SUN AND MOON;" AND, "BLESS THE LORD, YE STARS OF HEAVEN. BLESS THE LORD, ALL YE THAT WORSHIP HIM; PRAISE AND CONFESS THE GOD OF GODS, FOR HIS MERCY IS FOR EVER." IT IS WRITTEN IN DANIEL, ON THE OCCASION OF THE THREE CHILDREN PRAISING IN THE FURNACE. 
II. "BLESSED ART THOU, WHO LOOKEST ON THE ABYSSES AS THOU SITTEST ON THE CHERUBIM," SAYS DANIEL, IN AGREEMENT WITH ENOCH, [4] WHO SAID, "AND I SAW ALL SORTS OF MATTER." FOR THE ABYSS, WHICH IS IN ITS ESSENCE BOUNDLESS, IS BOUNDED BY THE POWER OF GOD. THESE MATERIAL ESSENCES THEN, FROM WHICH THE SEPARATE GENERA AND THEIR SPECIES ARE PRODUCED, ARE CALLED ABYSSES; SINCE YOU WOULD NOT CALL THE WATER ALONE THE ABYSS, ALTHOUGH MATTER IS ALLEGORICALLY CALLED WATER, THE ABYSS. 
III. "IN THE BEGINNING GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH," [5] BOTH TERRESTRIAL AND CELESTIAL THINGS. AND THAT THIS IS TRUE, THE LORD SAID TO OSEE, "GO, TAKE TO THYSELF A WIFE OF FORNICATION, AND CHILDREN OF FORNICATION: BECAUSE THE LAND COMMITTING FORNICATION, SHALL COMMIT FORNICATION, DEPARTING FROM THE LORD." [6] FOR IT IS NOT THE ELEMENT OF EARTH THAT HE SPEAKS OF, BUT THOSE THAT DWELL IN THE ELEMENT, THOSE WHO HAVE AN EARTHLY DISPOSITION. 
IV. AND THAT THE SON IS THE BEGINNING [7] OR HEAD, HOSEA TEACHES CLEARLY: "AND IT SHALL BE, THAT IN THE PLACE IN WHICH IT WAS SAID TO THEM, YE ARE NOT MY PEOPLE, THEY SHALL BE CALLED THE CHILDREN OF THE LIVING GOD: AND THE CHILDREN OF JUDAH AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHALL BE GATHERED TO THE SAME PLACE, AND THEY SHALL PLACE OVER THEM ONE HEAD, [8] AND THEY SHALL COME UP OUT OF THE LAND; FOR GREAT IS THE DAY OF JEZREEL." [9] FOR WHOM ONE BELIEVES, HIM HE CHOOSES. BUT ONE BELIEVES THE SON, WHO IS THE HEAD; WHEREFORE ALSO HE SAID IN ADDITION: "BUT I WILL HAVE MERCY ON THE SONS OF JUDAH, AND WILL SAVE THEM BY THE LORD THEIR GOD." [10] NOW THE SAVIOR WHO SAVES IS THE SON OF GOD. HE IS THEN THE HEAD. [7] 
V. THE SPIRIT BY OSEE SAYS, "I AM YOUR INSTRUCTOR;" [11] "BLOW YE [12] THE TRUMPET UPON THE HILLS OF THE LORD; SOUND UPON THE HIGH PLACES." [13] AND IS NOT BAPTISM ITSELF, WHICH IS THE SIGN OF REGENERATION, AN ESCAPE FROM MATTER, BY THE TEACHING OF THE SAVIOR, A GREAT IMPETUOUS STREAM, EVER RUSHING ON AND BEARING US ALONG? THE LORD ACCORDINGLY, LEADING US OUT OF DISORDER, ILLUMINES US BY BRINGING US INTO THE LIGHT, WHICH IS SHADOW-LESS AND IS MATERIAL NO LONGER. 
VI. THIS RIVER AND SEA OF MATTER TWO PROPHETS [14] CUT ASUNDER AND DIVIDED BY THE [SEXLESS] POWER OF THE LORD, THE MATTER BEING BOUNDED, THROUGH BOTH DIVISIONS OF THE WATER. FAMOUS LEADERS BOTH, BY WHOM THE SIGNS WERE BELIEVED, THEY COMPLIED WITH THE WILL OF GOD, SO THAT THE RIGHTEOUS MAN MAY PROCEED FROM MATTER, HAVING JOURNEYED THROUGH IT FIRST. ON THE ONE OF THESE COMMANDERS ALSO WAS IMPOSED THE NAME OF OUR SAVIOR. [15] 
VII. NOW, REGENERATION IS BY WATER AND SPIRIT, AS WAS ALL CREATION: "FOR THE SPIRIT OF GOD MOVED ON THE ABYSS." [1] AND FOR THIS REASON THE SAVIOR WAS BAPTIZED, THOUGH NOT HIMSELF NEEDING [2] TO BE SO, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT CONSECRATE THE WHOLE WATER FOR THOSE WHO WERE BEING REGENERATED. THUS, IT IS NOT THE BODY ONLY, BUT THE SOUL, THAT WE CLEANSE. IT IS ACCORDINGLY A SIGN OF THE SANCTIFYING OF OUR INVISIBLE PART, AND OF THE STRAINING OFF FROM THE NEW AND SPIRITUAL CREATION OF THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS THAT HAVE GOT MIXED UP WITH THE SOUL. 
VIII. "THE WATER ABOVE THE HEAVEN." SINCE BAPTISM IS PERFORMED BY WATER AND THE SPIRIT AS A PROTECTION AGAINST THE TWOFOLD FIRE, THAT WHICH LAYS HOLD OF WHAT IS VISIBLE, AND THAT WHICH LAYS HOLD OF WHAT IS INVISIBLE; AND OF NECESSITY, THERE BEING AN IMMATERIAL ELEMENT OF WATER AND A MATERIAL, IS IT A PROTECTION AGAINST THE TWOFOLD [3] FIRE. AND THE EARTHLY WATER CLEANSES THE BODY; BUT THE HEAVENLY WATER, BY REASON OF ITS BEING IMMATERIAL AND INVISIBLE, IS AN EMBLEM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO IS THE PURIFIER OF WHAT IS INVISIBLE, AS THE WATER OF THE SPIRIT, AS THE OTHER OF THE BODY. 
IX. GOD, OUT OF GOODNESS, HATH MINGLED FEAR WITH GOODNESS. FOR WHAT IS BENEFICIAL FOR EACH ONE, THAT HE ALSO SUPPLIES, AS A PHYSICIAN TO A SICK MAN, AS A FATHER TO HIS INSUBORDINATE CHILD: "FOR HE THAT SPARETH HIS ROD HATETH HIS SON." [4] AND THE LORD AND HIS APOSTLES WALKED IN THE MIDST OF FEAR AND LABORS. WHEN, THEN, THE AFFLICTION IS SENT IN THE PERSON OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN, [5] IT IS EITHER FROM THE LORD REBUKING HIM FOR A SIN COMMITTED BEFORE, OR GUARDING HIM ON ACCOUNT OF THE FUTURE, OR NOT PREVENTING BY THE EXERCISE OF HIS POWER AN ASSAULT FROM WITHOUT, [6] FOR SOME GOOD END TO HIM AND TO THOSE NEAR, FOR THE SAKE OF EXAMPLE. 
X. NOW THOSE THAT DWELL IN A CORRUPT BODY, LIKE THOSE WHO SAIL IN AN OLD SHIP, DO NOT LIE ON THEIR BACK, BUT ARE EVER PRAYING, STRETCHING THEIR HANDS TO GOD. 
XI. THE ANCIENTS WERE EXCEEDINGLY DISTRESSED, UNLESS THEY HAD ALWAYS SOME SUFFERING IN THE BODY. FOR THEY WERE AFRAID, THAT IF THEY RECEIVED NOT IN THIS WORLD THE PUNISHMENT OF THE SINS WHICH, IN NUMBERS THROUGH IGNORANCE, ACCOMPANY THOSE THAT ARE IN THE FLESH, THEY WOULD IN THE OTHER WORLD SUFFER THE PENALTY ALL AT ONCE. SO THAT THEY PREFERRED CURATIVE TREATMENT HERE. WHAT IS TO BE DREADED IS, THEN, NOT EXTERNAL DISEASE, BUT SINS, FOR WHICH DISEASE COMES, AND DISEASE OF THE SOUL, NOT OF THE BODY: "FOR ALL FLESH IS GRASS," [7] AND CORPOREAL AND EXTERNAL GOOD THINGS ARE TEMPORARY; "BUT THE THINGS WHICH ARE UNSEEN ARE ETERNAL." [8] 
XII. AS TO KNOWLEDGE, SOME ELEMENTS OF IT WE ALREADY POSSESS; OTHERS, BY WHAT WE DO POSSESS, WE FIRMLY HOPE TO ATTAIN. FOR NEITHER HAVE WE ATTAINED ALL, NOR DO WE LACK ALL. BUT WE HAVE RECEIVED, AS IT WERE, AN EARNEST OF THE ETERNAL BLESSINGS, AND OF THE ANCESTRAL RICHES. THE [SEXLESS] PROVISIONS FOR THE LORD'S WAY ARE THE LORD'S BEATITUDES. FOR HE SAID: "SEEK," AND ANXIOUSLY SEEK, "THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE ADDED TO YOU: FOR THE FATHER KNOWETH WHAT THINGS YE HAVE NEED OF." [9] THUS HE LIMITS NOT ONLY OUR OCCUPATIONS, BUT OUR CARES. FOR HE SAYS: "YE CANNOT, BY TAKING THOUGHT, ADD AUGHT TO YOUR STATURE." [10] FOR GOD KNOWS WELL WHAT IT IS GOOD FOR US TO HAVE AND WHAT TO WANT. HE WISHES, THEREFORE, THAT WE, EMPTYING OURSELVES OF WORLDLY CARES, SHOULD BE FILLED WITH THAT WHICH IS DIRECTED TOWARDS GOD. "FOR WE GROAN, DESIRING TO BE CLOTHED UPON WITH THAT WHICH IS INCORRUPTIBLE, BEFORE PUTTING OFF CORRUPTION." FOR WHEN FAITH IS SHED ABROAD, UNBELIEF IS NONPLUSSED. SIMILARLY, ALSO WITH KNOWLEDGE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. WE MUST THEREFORE NOT ONLY EMPTY THE SOUL, BUT FILL IT WITH GOD. FOR NO LONGER IS THERE EVIL IN IT, SINCE THAT HAS BEEN MADE TO CEASE; NOR YET IS THERE GOOD, SINCE IT HAS NOT YET RECEIVED GOOD. BUT WHAT IS NEITHER GOOD NOR EVIL IS NOTHING. "FOR TO THE SWEPT AND EMPTY HOUSE RETURN," [11] IF NONE OF THE BLESSINGS OF SALVATION HAS BEEN PUT IN, THE UNCLEAN SPIRIT THAT DWELT THERE BEFORE, TAKING WITH HIM SEVEN OTHER UNCLEAN SPIRITS. WHEREFORE, AFTER EMPTYING THE SOUL OF WHAT IS EVIL, WE MUST FILL WITH THE GOOD GOD THAT WHICH IS HIS CHOSEN DWELLING-PLACE. FOR WHEN THE EMPTY ROOMS ARE FILLED, THEN FOLLOWS THE SEAL, THAT THE SANCTUARY MAY BE GUARDED FOR GOD. 
XIII. "BY TWO AND THREE WITNESSES EVERY WORD IS ESTABLISHED." [12] BY FATHER, AND SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT, BY WHOSE WITNESS AND HELP THE PRESCRIBED COMMANDMENTS OUGHT TO BE KEPT. [13] 
XIV. FASTING, ACCORDING TO THE SIGNIFICATION OF THE WORD, IS ABSTINENCE FROM FOOD. NOW FOOD MAKES US NEITHER MORE RIGHTEOUS NOR LESS. BUT MYSTICALLY IT SHOWS THAT, AS LIFE IS MAINTAINED IN INDIVIDUALS BY SUSTENANCE, AND WANT OF SUSTENANCE IS THE TOKEN OF DEATH; SO ALSO, OUGHT WE TO FAST FROM WORLDLY THINGS, THAT WE MAY DIE TO THE WORLD, AND AFTER THAT, BY PARTAKING OF DIVINE SUSTENANCE, LIVE TO GOD. ESPECIALLY DOES FASTING EMPTY THE SOUL OF MATTER, AND MAKE IT, ALONG WITH THE BODY, PURE AND LIGHT FOR THE DIVINE WORDS. WORLDLY FOOD IS, THEN, THE FORMER LIFE AND SINS; BUT THE DIVINE FOOD IS FAITH, HOPE, LOVE, PATIENCE, KNOWLEDGE, PEACE, TEMPERANCE. FOR "BLESSED ARE THEY THAT HUNGER AND THIRST AFTER" GOD'S "RIGHTEOUSNESS; FOR THEY SHALL BE FILLED." [1] THE SOUL, BUT NOT THE BODY, IT IS WHICH IS SUSCEPTIBLE OF THIS CRAVING. 
XV. THE SAVIOR SHOWED TO THE BELIEVING APOSTLES, PRAYER TO BE STRONGER THAN FAITH IN THE CASE OF A DEMONIAC, WHOM THEY COULD NOT CLEANSE, WHEN HE SAID, SUCH THINGS ARE ACCOMPLISHED BY PRAYER. HE WHO HAS BELIEVED HAS OBTAINED FORGIVENESS OF SINS FROM THE LORD; BUT HE WHO HAS ATTAINED KNOWLEDGE, INASMUCH AS HE NO LONGER SINS, OBTAINS FROM HIMSELF THE FORGIVENESS OF THE REST. 
XVI. FOR AS CURES, AND PROPHECIES, AND SIGNS ARE PERFORMED BY THE AGENCY OF MEN, GOD WORKING IN THEM, SO ALSO IS GNOSTIC TEACHING. FOR GOD SHOWS HIS POWER THROUGH MEN. AND THE PROPHECY RIGHTLY SAYS, "I WILL SEND TO THEM A MAN WHO WILL SAVE THEM." [2] ACCORDINGLY HE SENDS FORTH AT ONE THEE PROPHETS, AT ANOTHER APOSTLES, TO BE SAVIOR’S OF MEN. THUS, GOD DOES GOOD BY THE AGENCY OF MEN. FOR IT IS NOT THAT GOD CAN DO SOME THINGS, AND CANNOT DO OTHERS: HE IS NEVER POWERLESS IN ANYTHING. NO MORE ARE SOME THINGS DONE WITH, AND SOME THINGS AGAINST HIS WILL; AND SOME THINGS BY HIM, AND SOME THINGS BY ANOTHER. BUT HE EVEN BROUGHT US INTO BEING BY MEANS OF MEN, AND TRAINED US BY MEANS OF MEN. 
XVII. GOD MADE US, HAVING PREVIOUSLY NO EXISTENCE. FOR IF WE HAD A PREVIOUS EXISTENCE, WE MUST HAVE KNOWN WHERE WE WERE, AND HOW AND WHY WE CAME HITHER. BUT IF WE HAD NO PRE-EXISTENCE, THEN GOD IS THE SOLE AUTHOR OF OUR CREATION. AS, THEN, HE MADE US WHO HAD NO EXISTENCE; SO ALSO, NOW THAT WE ARE MADE, HE SAVES US BY HIS OWN GRACE, IF WE SHOW OURSELVES WORTHY AND SUSCEPTIBLE; IF NOT, HE [3] WILL LET US PASS TO OUR PROPER END. FOR HE IS LORD BOTH OF THE LIVING AND THE DEAD. 
XVIII. BUT SEE THE POWER OF GOD, NOT ONLY IN THE CASE OF MEN, IN BRINGING TO EXISTENCE OUT OF NON-EXISTENCE, AND MAKING THEM WHEN BROUGHT INTO BEING GROW UP ACCORDING TO THE PROGRESS OF THE THEE OF LIFE, BUT ALSO IN SAVING THOSE WHO BELIEVE, IN A WAY SUITABLE TO EACH INDIVIDUAL. AND NOW HE CHANGES BOTH HOURS, AND TIMES, AND FRUITS, AND ELEMENTS. FOR THIS IS THE ONE GOD, WHO HAS MEASURED BOTH THE BEGINNING AND THE END OF EVENTS SUITABLY TO EACH ONE. 
XIX. ADVANCING FROM FAITH AND FEAR TO KNOWLEDGE, MAN KNOWS HOW TO SAY LORD, LORD; BUT NOT AS HIS SLAVE, HE HAS LEARNED TO SAY, OUR FATHER. [4] HAVING SET FREE THE SPIRIT OF [SEXUAL] BONDAGE, WHICH PRODUCES FEAR, AND ADVANCED BY LOVE TO ADOPTION, HE NOW REVERENCES FROM LOVE HIM WHOM HE FEARED BEFORE. FOR HE NO LONGER ABSTAINS FROM WHAT HE OUGHT TO ABSTAIN FROM OUT OF FEAR, BUT OUT OF LOVE CLINGS TO THE COMMANDMENTS. "THE SPIRIT ITSELF," IT IS SAID, "BEARETH WITNESS WHEN WE CRY, ABBA, [4] FATHER." [5] 
XX. NOW THE LORD WITH HIS PRECIOUS BLOOD REDEEMS US, FREEING US FROM OUR OLD BITTER MASTERS, THAT IS, OUR SINS, ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH THE SPIRITUAL POWERS OF WICKEDNESS RULED OVER US. ACCORDINGLY, HE LEADS US INTO THE LIBERTY OF THE FATHER, -- SONS THAT ARE CO-HEIRS AND FRIENDS. "FOR," SAYS THE LORD, "THEY THAT DO THE WILL OF MY FATHER ARE MY BRETHREN AND FELLOW-HEIRS." [6] "CALL NO MAN, THEREFORE, FATHER TO YOURSELVES ON EARTH." [7] FOR IT IS MASTERS THAT ARE ON EARTH. BUT IN HEAVEN IS THE FATHER, OF WHOM IS THE WHOLE FAMILY, BOTH IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH. [8] FOR LOVE RULES WILLING HEARTS, BUT FEAR THE UNWILLING. ONE KIND OF FEAR IS BASE; BUT THE OTHER, LEADING US AS A PEDAGOGUE TO GOOD, BRINGS US TO CHRIST, AND IS SAVING. 
XXI. NOW IF ONE HAS A CONCEPTION OF GOD, IT BY NO MEANS CORRESPONDS WITH HIS WORTHINESS. FOR WHAT CAN THE WORTHINESS OF GOD BE? BUT LET HIM, AS FAR AS IS POSSIBLE, CONCEIVE OF A GREAT AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND MOST BEAUTIFUL LIGHT; INACCESSIBLE, COMPREHENDING ALL GOOD POWER, ALL COMELY VIRTUE; CARING FOR ALL, COMPASSIONATE, PASSIONLESS, GOOD; KNOWING ALL THINGS, FOREKNOWING ALL THINGS, PURE, SWEET, SHINING, STAINLESS. 
XXII. SINCE THE MOVEMENT OF THE SOUL IS SELF-ORIGINATED, THE GRACE OF GOD DEMANDS FROM IT WHAT THE SOUL POSSESSES, WILLINGNESS AS ITS CONTRIBUTION TO SALVATION. FOR THE SOUL WISHES TO BE ITS OWN GOOD; WHICH THE LORD, HOWEVER, GIVES IT. FOR IT IS NOT DEVOID OF SENSATION SO AS TO BE CARRIED ALONG LIKE A BODY. HAVING IS THE RESULT OF TAKING, AND TAKING OF WILLING AND DESIRING; AND KEEPING HOLD OF WHAT ONE HAS RECEIVED, OF THE EXERCISE OF CARE AND OF ABILITY. WHEREFORE GOD HAS ENDOWED THE SOUL WITH FREE CHOICE, THAT HE MAY SHOW IT ITS DUTY, AND THAT IT CHOOSING, MAY RECEIVE AND RETAIN. 
XXIII. AS THROUGH THE BODY THE LORD SPOKE AND HEALED, SO ALSO FORMERLY BY THE PROPHETS, AND NOW BY THE APOSTLES AND TEACHERS. FOR THE CHURCH IS THE MINISTER OF THE LORD'S [SEXLESS] POWER. THENCE HE THEN ASSUMED HUMANITY, [9] THAT BY IT HE MIGHT MINISTER TO THE FATHER'S WILL. AND AT ALL TIMES, THE GOD WHO LOVES HUMANITY [1] INVESTS HIMSELF WITH MAN FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN, -- IN FORMER TITHES WITH THE PROPHETS, AND NOW WITH THE CHURCH. FOR IT IS FITTING THAT LIKE SHOULD MINISTER TO LIKE, IN ORDER TO A LIKE SALVATION. 
XXIV. FOR WE ARE OF THE EARTH...CAESAR IS THE PRINCE, FOR THE THEE BEING, WHOSE EARTHLY IMAGE IS THE OLD MAN, TO WHICH HE HAS RETURNED. TO HIM, THEN, WE ARE TO RENDER THE EARTHLY THINGS, WHICH WE BORE IN THE IMAGE OF THE EARTHLY, AND THE THINGS OF GOD TO GOD. FOR EACH ONE OF THE PASSIONS IS ON US AS A LETTER, AND STAMP, AND SIGN. NOW THE LORD MARKS US WITH ANOTHER STAMP, AND WITH OTHER NAMES AND LETTERS, FAITH INSTEAD OF UNBELIEF, AND SO FORTH. THUS, WE ARE TRANSLATED FROM WHAT IS MATERIAL TO WHAT IS SPIRITUAL, "HAVING BORNE THE IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY." [2] 
XXV. JOHN SAYS: "I INDEED BAPTIZE YOU WITH WATER, BUT THERE COMETH AFTER ME HE THAT BAPTIZETH WITH THE SPIRIT AND FIRE." [3] BUT HE BAPTIZED NO ONE WITH FIRE. BUT SOME, AS HERACLIUS SAYS, MARKED WITH FIRE THE EARS OF THOSE WHO WERE SEALED; UNDERSTANDING SO THE APOSTOLIC SAYING, "FOR HIS FAN IS IN HIS HAND, TO PURGE HIS FLOOR: AND HE WILL GATHER THE WHEAT INTO THE GARNER; BUT THE CHAFF HE WILL BURN WITH FIRE UN-QUENCHABLE." [4] THERE IS JOINED, THEN, THE EXPRESSION "BY FIRE" TO THAT" BY THE SPIRIT;" SINCE HE SEPARATES THE WHEAT FROM THE CHAFF, THAT IS, FROM THE MATERIAL HUSK, BY THE SPIRIT; AND THE CHAFF IS SEPARATED, BEING FANNED BY THE WIND: [5] SO ALSO THE SPIRIT POSSESSES A POWER OF SEPARATING MATERIAL FORCES. SINCE, THEN, SOME THINGS ARE PRODUCED FROM WHAT IS UNPRODUCED AND INDESTRUCTIBLE, -THAT IS, THE GERMS OF LIFE, THE WHEAT ALSO IS STORED, AND THE MATERIAL PART, AS LONG AS IT IS CONJOINED WITH THE SUPERIOR PART, REMAINS; WHEN SEPARATED FROM IT, IT IS DESTROYED; FOR IT HAD ITS EXISTENCE IN ANOTHER THING. THIS SEPARATING ELEMENT, THEN, IS THE SPIRIT, AND THE DESTROYING ELEMENT IS THE FIRE: AND MATERIAL FIRE IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD. BUT SINCE THAT WHICH IS SAVED IS LIKE WHEAT, AND THAT WHICH GROWS IN THE SOUL LIKE CHAFF, AND THE ONE IS INCORPOREAL, AND THAT WHICH IS SEPARATED IS MATERIAL; TO THE INCORPOREAL HE OPPOSES SPIRIT, WHICH IS RAREFIED AND PURE -ALMOST MORE SO THAN MIND; AND TO THE MATERIAL HE OPPOSES FIRE, NOT AS BEING EVIL OR BAD, BUT AS STRONG AND CAPABLE OF CLEANSING AWAY EVIL. FOR FIRE IS CONCEIVED AS A GOOD FORCE AND POWERFUL, DESTRUCTIVE OF WHAT IS BASER, AND CONSERVATIVE OF WHAT IS BETTER. WHEREFORE THIS FIRE IS BY THE PROPHETS CALLED WISE. 
XXVI. THUS ALSO, THEN, WHEN GOD IS CALLED "A CONSUMING FIRE," IT IS BECAUSE A NAME AND SIGN, NOT OF WICKEDNESS, BUT OF POWER, IS TO BE SELECTED. FOR AS FIRE IS THE MOST POTENT OF THE ELEMENTS, AND MASTERS ALL THINGS; SO ALSO, GOD IS ALL-POWERFUL AND ALMIGHTY, WHO IS ABLE TO HOLD, TO CREATE, TO MAKE, TO NOURISH, TO MAKE GROW, TO SAVE, HAVING POWER OF BODY AND SOUL. AS, THEN, FIRE IS SUPERIOR TO THE ELEMENTS, SO IS THE ALMIGHTY RULER TO GODS, AND POWERS, AND PRINCIPALITIES. THE POWER OF FIRE IS TWOFOLD: ONE POWER CON-DUCES TO THE PRODUCTION AND MATURING OF FRUITS AND OF ANIMALS, OF WHICH THE SUN IS THE IMAGE; AND THE OTHER TO CONSUMPTION AND DESTRUCTION, AS TERRESTRIAL FIRE. WHEN, THEN, GOD IS CALLED A CONSUMING FIRE, HE IS CALLED A MIGHTY AND RESIST-LESS POWER, TO WHICH NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE, BUT WHICH IS ABLE TO DESTROY. RESPECTING SUCH A POWER, ALSO, THE SAVIOR SAYS, "I CAME TO SEND FIRE UPON THE EARTH," [6] INDICATING A POWER TO PURIFY WHAT IS HOLY, BUT DESTRUCTIVE, AS THEY SAY, OF WHAT IS MATERIAL; AND, AS WE SHOULD SAY, DISCIPLINARY. NOW FEAR PERTAINS TO FIRE, AND DIFFUSION TO LIGHT. 
XXVII. NOW THE MORE ANCIENT MEN [7] DID NOT WRITE, AS THEY NEITHER WISHED TO ENCROACH ON THE THEE DEVOTED TO ATTENTION BESTOWED ON WHAT THEY HANDED DOWN, IN THE WAY OF TEACHING, BY THE ADDITIONAL ATTENTION BESTOWED ON WRITING, NOR SPENT THE THEE FOR CONSIDERING WHAT WAS TO BE SAID ON WRITING. AND, PERHAPS CONVINCED THAT THE FUNCTION OF COMPOSITION AND THE DEPARTMENT OF TEACHING DID NOT BELONG TO THE SAME CAST, OF MIND THEY GAVE WAY TO THOSE WHO HAD A NATURAL TURN FOR IT. FOR IN THE CASE OF A SPEAKER, THE STREAM OF SPEECH FLOWS UNCHECKED AND IMPETUOUS, AND YOU MAY CATCH IT UP HASTILY. BUT THAT WHICH IS ALWAYS TESTED BY READERS, MEETING WITH STRICT [8] EXAMINATION, IS THOUGHT WORTHY OF THE UTMOST PAINS, AND IS, SO TO SPEAK, THE WRITTEN CONFIRMATION OF ORAL INSTRUCTION, AND OF THE VOICE SO WAFTED ALONG TO POSTERITY BY WRITTEN COMPOSITION. FOR THAT WHICH WAS COMMITTED IN TRUST TO THE ELDERS, SPEAKING IN WRITING, USES THE WRITER'S HELP TO HAND ITSELF DOWN TO THOSE WHO ARE TO READ IT. AS, THEN, THE MAGNET, REPELLING OTHER MATTER, ATTRACTS IRON ALONE BY REASON OF AFFINITY; SO ALSO, BOOKS, THOUGH MANY READ THEM, ATTRACT THOSE ALONE WHO ARE CAPABLE OF COMPREHENDING THEM. FOR THE WORD OF TRUTH IS TO SOME "FOOLISHNESS," [9] AND TO OTHERS A "STUMBLING-BLOCK;" [9] BUT TO A FEW "WISDOM." [9] SO ALSO IS THE POWER OF GOD FOUND TO BE. BUT FAR FROM THE GNOSTIC BE ENVY. FOR IT IS FOR THIS REASON ALSO THAT HE ASKS WHETHER IT BE WORSE TO GIVE TO THE UNWORTHY, OR NOT COMMIT TO THE WORTHY; AND RUNS THE RISK, FROM HIS ABUNDANT LOVE OF COMMUNICATING, NOT ONLY TO EVERY ONE WHO IS QUALIFIED, BUT SOMETIMES ALSO TO ONE UNWORTHY, WHO ASKS IMPORTUNATELY; NOT ON ACCOUNT OF HIS ENTREATY (FOR HE LOVES NOT GLORY), BUT ON ACCOUNT OF THE PERSISTENCY OF THE PETITIONER WHO BENDS HIS MIND TOWARDS FAITH WITH COPIOUS ENTREATY. 
XXVIII. THERE ARE THOSE CALLING THEMSELVES GNOSTICS WHO ARE ENVIOUS OF THOSE IN THEIR OWN HOUSE MORE THAN STRANGERS. AND, AS THE SEA IS OPEN TO ALL, BUT ONE SWIMS, ANOTHER SAILS, AND A THIRD CATCHES FISH; AND AS THE LAND IS COMMON, BUT ONE WALKS, ANOTHER PLOUGHS, ANOTHER HUNTS, --SOMEBODY ELSE SEARCHES THE MINES, AND ANOTHER BUILDS A HOUSE: SO ALSO, WHEN THE SCRIPTURE IS READ, ONE IS HELPED TO FAITH, ANOTHER TO MORALITY, AND A THIRD IS FREED FROM SUPERSTITION BY THE KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS. THE ATHLETE, WHO KNOWS THE OLYMPIC STADIUM, STRIPS FOR TRAINING, CONTENDS, AND BECOMES VICTOR, TRIPPING UP HIS ANTAGONISTS WHO CONTEND AGAINST HIS SCIENTIFIC METHOD, AND FIGHTING OUT THE CONTEST. FOR SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE [1] IS NECESSARY BOTH FOR THE TRAINING OF THE SOUL AND FOR GRAVITY OF CONDUCT; MAKING THE FAITHFUL MORE ACTIVE AND KEEN OBSERVERS OF THINGS. FOR AS THERE IS NO BELIEVING WITHOUT ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTION, SO NEITHER IS THERE COMPREHENSION WITHOUT SCIENCE. [1] 
XXIX. FOR WHAT IS USEFUL AND NECESSARY TO SALVATION, SUCH AS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER, AND SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT, AND ALSO OF OUR OWN SOUL, ARE WHOLLY REQUISITE; AND IT IS AT ONCE BENEFICIAL AND NECESSARY TO ATTAIN TO THE SCIENTIFIC ACCOUNT OF THEM. AND TO THOSE WHO HAVE ASSUMED THE LEAD IN DOING GOOD, LUNCH EXPERIENCE IS ADVANTAGEOUS; SO THAT NONE OF THE THINGS WHICH APPEAR TO BE KNOWN NECESSARILY AND ERUDITELY BY OTHERS MAY ESCAPE THEIR NOTICE. THE EXPOSITION, TOO, OF HETERODOX TEACHING AFFORDS ANOTHER EXERCISE OF THE INQUIRING SOUL, AND KEEPS THE DISCIPLE FROTH BEING SEDUCED FROM THE TRUTH, BY HIS HAVING ALREADY HAD PRACTICE BEFOREHAND IN SOUNDING ALL ROUND ON WARLIKE INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC. [2] 
XXX. THE LIFE OF THE GNOSTIC RULE, (AS THEY SAY THAT CRETE WAS BARREN OF DEADLY ANIMALS,) IS PURE FROM EVERY EVIL DEED, AND THOUGHT, AND WORD; NOT ONLY HATING NO ONE, BUT BEYOND ENVY AND HATRED, AND ALL EVIL-SPEAKING AND SLANDER. 
XXXI. IN LENGTH OF DAYS, IT IS NOT ON ACCOUNT OF HIS HAVING LIVED LONG THAT THE MAN IS TO BE REGARDED HAPPY, TO WHOSE LOT IT HAS ALSO FALLEN, THROUGH HIS HAVING LIVED, TO BE WORTHY OF LIVING FOR EVER. HE HAS PAINED NO ONE, EXCEPT IN INSTRUCTING BY THE WORD THE WOUNDED IN HEART, AS IT WERE BY A SALUTARY HONEY, WHICH IS AT ONCE SWEET AND PUNGENT. SO THAT, ABOVE ALL, THE GNOSTIC PRESERVES THE DECOROUS ALONG WITH THAT WHICH IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON. FOR PASSION BEING CUT AWAY AND STRIPT OFF FROM THE WHOLE SOUL, HE HENCEFORTH CONSORTS AND LIVES WITH WHAT IS NOBLEST, WHICH HAS NOW BECOME PURE, AND EMANCIPATED TO ADOPTION. 
XXXII. PYTHAGORAS THOUGHT THAT HE WHO GAVE THINGS THEIR NAMES, OUGHT TO BE REGARDED NOT ONLY THE MOST INTELLIGENT, BUT THE OLDEST OF THE WISE MEN. WE MUST, THEN, SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES ACCURATELY, SINCE THEY ARE ADMITTED TO BE EXPRESSED IN PARABLES, AND FROM THE NAMES HUNT OUT THE THOUGHTS WHICH THE HOLY SPIRIT, PRO-POUNDING RESPECTING THINGS, TEACHES BY IMPRINTING HIS MIND, SO TO SPEAK, ON THE EXPRESSIONS; THAT THE NAMES USED WITH VARIOUS MEANINGS, BEING MADE THE SUBJECT OF ACCURATE INVESTIGATION, MAY BE EXPLAINED, AND THAT THAT WHICH IS HIDDEN TRADER MANY INTEGUMENTS MAY, BEING HANDLED AND LEARNED, COME TO LIGHT AND GLEAM FORTH. FOR SO ALSO LEAD TURNS WHITE AS YOU RUB IT; WHITE LEAD BEING PRODUCED FROM BLACK. SO ALSO, SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS), SHEDDING ITS LIGHT AND BRIGHTNESS ON THINGS, SHOWS ITSELF TO BE IN TRUTH THE DIVINE WISDOM, THE PURE LIGHT, WHICH ILLUMINES THE MEN WHOSE EYEBALL IS CLEAR, UNTO THE SURE VISION AND COMPREHENSION OF TRUTH. 
XXXIII. LIGHTING, THEN, OUR TORCH [3] AT THE SOURCE OF THAT LIGHT, BY THE PASSIONATE DESIRE WHICH HAS IT FOR ITS OBJECT, AND STRIVING AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE TO BE ASSIMILATED TO IT, WE BECOME MEN [4] FULL OF LIGHT, [5] ISRAELITES INDEED. FOR HE CALLED THOSE FRIENDS AND BRETHREN WHO BY DESIRE AND PURSUIT AIMED AFTER LIKENESS TO THE DIVINITY. 
XXXIV. PURE PLACES AND MEADOWS HAVE RECEIVED VOICES AND VISIONS OF HOLY PHANTASMS. [6] BUT EVERY MAN WHO HAS BEEN PERFECTLY PURIFIED, SHALL BE THOUGHT WORTHY OF DIVINE TEACHING AND OF POWER. 
XXXV. NOW I KNOW THAT THE MYSTERIES OF SCIENCE (GNOSIS) ARE A LAUGHING-STOCK TO MANY, ESPECIALLY WHEN NOT PATCHED UP WITH SOPHISTICAL FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE. AND THE FEW ARE AT FIRST STARTLED AT THEM; AS WHEN LIGHT IS SUDDENLY BROUGHT INTO A CONVIVIAL PARTY IN THE DARK. SUBSEQUENTLY, ON GETTING USED AND ACCUSTOMED, AND TRAINED TO REASONING, AS IF GLADDENED AND EXULTING FOR DELIGHT, THEY PRAISE THE LORD...FOR AS [SEXLESS] PLEASURE HAS FOR ITS [TRUE] ESSENCE RELEASE FROM PAIN; SO ALSO HAS KNOWLEDGE THE REMOVAL OF IGNORANCE. FOR AS THOSE THAT ARE MOST ASLEEP, THINK THEY ARE MOST AWAKE, BEING UNDER THE POWER OF DREAM-VISIONS VERY VIVID AND FIXED; SO THOSE THAT ARE MOST IGNORANT THINK THAT THEY KNOW MOST. BUT BLESSED ARE THEY WHO ROUSE THEMSELVES FROM THIS SLEEP AND DERANGEMENT, AND RAISE THEIR EYES TO THE LIGHT AND THE TRUTH. 
XXXVI. IT IS, THEREFORE, EQUALLY REQUISITE FOR HIM WHO WISHES TO HAVE A PUPIL WHO IS DOCILE, AND HAS BLENDED FAITH WITH ASPIRATION, TO EXERCISE HIMSELF AND CONSTANTLY TO STUDY BY HIMSELF, INVESTIGATING THE TRUTH OF HIS SPECULATIONS; AND WHEN HE THINKS HIMSELF RIGHT, TO DESCEND TO QUESTIONS REGARDING THINGS CONTIGUOUS. FOR THE YOUNG BIRDS MAKE ATTEMPTS TO FLY IN THE NEST, EXERCISING THEIR WINGS. 
XXXVII. FOR GNOSTIC VIRTUE EVERYWHERE MAKES MAN GOOD, AND MEEK, AND HARMLESS, [1] AND PAINLESS, AND BLESSED, AND READY TO ASSOCIATE IN THE BEST WAY WITH ALL THAT IS DIVINE, IN THE BEST WAY WITH MEN, AT ONCE A CONTEMPLATIVE AND ACTIVE DIVINE IMAGE, AND TURNS HIM INTO A LOVER OF WHAT IS GOOD BY LOVE. FOR WHAT IS GOOD, [2] AS THERE IT IS CONTEMPLATED AND COMPREHENDED BY WISDOM, IS HERE BY SELF-CONTROL AND RIGHTEOUSNESS CARRIED INTO EFFECT THROUGH FAITH: PRACTICING IN THE FLESH AN ANGELIC MINISTRY; HALLOWING THE SOUL IN THE BODY, AS IN A PLACE CLEAR AND STAINLESS. 
XXXVIII. AGAINST TATIAN, [3] WHO SAYS THAT THE WORDS, "LET THERE BE LIGHT," [4] ARE SUPPLICATORY. IF, THEN, HE IS SUPPLICATING THE SUPREME GOD, HOW DOES HE SAY, "I AM GOD, AND BESIDE ME THERE IS NONE ELSE?" [5] WE HAVE SAID THAT THERE ARE PUNISHMENTS FOR BLASPHEMIES, FOR NONSENSE. FOR OUTRAGEOUS EXPRESSIONS; WHICH ARE PUNISHED AND CHASTISED BY REASON. 
XXXIX. AND HE SAID, TOO, THAT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR HAIR AND FINERY, WOMEN ARE PUNISHED BY THE POWER THAT IS SET OVER THESE MATTERS; WHICH ALSO GAVE TO SAMSON STRENGTH IN HIS HAIR; WHICH PUNISHES THE WOMEN WHO ALLURE TO FORNICATION THROUGH THE ADORNMENT OF THEIR HAIR. 
XL. AS BY THE EFFLUENCE OF GOOD, PEOPLE ARE MADE GOOD; IN LIKE MANNER ARE THEY MADE BAD. GOOD IS THE JUDGMENT OF GOD, AND THE DISCRIMINATION OF THE BELIEVING FROM THE UNBELIEVING, AND THE JUDGMENT BEFOREHAND, SO AS NOT TO FALL INTO GREATER JUDGMENT -- THIS JUDGMENT BEING CORRECTION. 
XLI. SCRIPTURE SAYS THAT INFANTS WHICH ARE EXPOSED ARE DELIVERED TO A GUARDIAN ANGEL, AND THAT BY HIM THEY ARE TRAINED AND REARED. "AND THEY SHALL BE," IT SAYS, "AS THE FAITHFUL IN THIS WORLD OF A HUNDRED YEARS OF AGE." WHEREFORE ALSO PETER, IN THE REVELATION, [6] SAYS: "AND A FLASH OF FIRE, LEAPING FROM THOSE INFANTS, AND STRIKING THE EYES OF THE WOMEN." FOR THE JUST SHINES: FORTH AS A SPARK IN A REED, AND WILL JUDGE THE NATIONS. [7] 
XLII. "WITH THE HOLY THOU WILT BE HOLY." [8] "ACCORDING TO THY PRAISE IS THY NAME GLORIFIED;" GOD BEING GLORIFIED THROUGH OUR KNOWLEDGE, AND THROUGH THE INHERITANCE. THUS, ALSO IT IS SAID, "THE LORD LIVETH," AND "THE LORD HATH RISEN." 
[9] XLIII. "A PEOPLE WHOM I KNEW NOT HATH SERVED ME;" [10] --BY COVENANT I KNEW THEM NOT, ALIEN SONS, WHO DESIRED WHAT PERTAINED TO ANOTHER. 
XLIV. "MAGNIFYING THE SALVATIONS OF HIS KING." [11] ALL THE FAITHFUL ARE CALLED KINGS, BROUGHT TO ROYALTY THROUGH INHERITANCE. 
XLV. LONG-SUFFERING IS SWEETNESS ABOVE HONEY; NOT BECAUSE IT IS LONG-SUFFERING, BUT IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE FRUIT OF LONG-SUFFERING. SINCE, THEN, THE MAN OF SELF-CONTROL IS DEVOID OF PASSION, INASMUCH AS HE RESTRAINS THE PASSIONS, NOT WITHOUT TOIL; BUT WHEN HABIT IS FORMED, HE IS NO LONGER A MAN OF SELF-CONTROL, THE MAN HAVING COME TRADER THE INFLUENCE OF ONE HABIT AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
XLVI. THE [SEXLESS] PASSIONS THAT ARE IN THE SOUL ARE CALLED SPIRITS, NOT SPIRITS OF POWER, SINCE IN THAT CASE THE MAN UNDER THE [SEXUAL] INFLUENCE OF [SEXUAL] PASSION WOULD BE A LEGION OF DEMONS; BUT THEY ARE SO CALLED IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE IMPULSE THEY COMMUNICATE. FOR THE SOUL ITSELF, THROUGH MODIFICATIONS, TAKING ON THIS AND THAT OTHER SORT OF QUALITIES OF WICKEDNESS, IS SAID TO RECEIVE SPIRITS. 
XLVII. THE WORD DOES NOT BID US RENOUNCE PROPERTY; [12] BUT TO MANAGE PROPERTY WITHOUT INORDINATE AFFECTION; AND ON ANYTHING HAPPENING, NOT TO BE VEXED OR GRIEVED; AND NOT TO DESIRE TO ACQUIRE. DIVINE PROVIDENCE BIDS KEEP AWAY FROM POSSESSION ACCOMPANIED WITH PASSION, AND FROM ALL INORDINATE AFFECTION, AND FROM THIS, TURNS BACK THOSE STILL REMAINING [13] IN THE FLESH. 
XLVIII. FOR INSTANCE, PETER SAYS IN THE APOCALYPSE, [14] THAT ABORTIVE INFANTS SHALL SHARE THE BETTER FATE; [15] THAT THESE ARE COMMITTED TO A GUARDIAN ANGEL, SO THAT, ON RECEIVING KNOWLEDGE, THEY MAY OBTAIN THE BETTER ABODE, HAVING HAD THE SAME EXPERIENCES WHICH THEY WOULD HAVE HAD HAD THEY BEEN IN THE BODY. BUT THE OTHERS SHALL OBTAIN SALVATION MERELY, AS BEING INJURED AND PITIED, AND REMAIN WITHOUT PUNISHMENT, RECEIVING THIS REWARD. 
XLIX. THE MILK OF WOMEN, FLOWING FROM THE BREASTS AND THICKENING, SAYS PETER IN THE APOCALYPSE, [16] WILL PRODUCE MINUTE BEASTS, THAT PREY ON FLESH, AND RUNNING BACK INTO THEM WILL CONSUME THEM: TEACHING THAT PUNISHMENTS ARISE FOR SINS. HE SAYS THAT THEY ARE PRODUCED FROM SINS; AS IT WAS FOR THEIR SINS THAT THE PEOPLE WERE SOLD. AND FOR THEIR WANT OF FAITH IN CHRIST, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, THEY WERE BITTEN BY SERPENTS. 
L. AN ANCIENT SAID THAT THE EMBRYO IS A LIVING THING; FOR THAT THE SOUL ENTERING INTO THE WOMB AFTER IT HAS BEEN BY CLEANSING PREPARED FOR CONCEPTION, AND INTRODUCED BY ONE OF THE ANGELS WHO PRESIDE OVER GENERATION, AND WHO KNOWS THE TIME FOR CONCEPTION, MOVES THE WOMAN TO INTERCOURSE; AND THAT, ON THE SEED BEING DEPOSITED, THE SPIRIT, WHICH IS IN THE SEED, IS, SO TO SPEAK, APPROPRIATED, AND IS THUS ASSUMED INTO CONJUNCTION IN THE PROCESS OF FORMATION. HE CITED AS A PROOF TO ALL, HOW, WHEN THE ANGELS GIVE GLAD TIDINGS TO THE BARREN, THEY INTRODUCE SOULS BEFORE CONCEPTION. AND IN THE GOSPEL "THE BABE LEAPT"(1) AS A LIVING THING. AND THE BARREN, ARE BARREN FOR THIS REASON, THAT THE SOUL, WHICH UNITES FOR THE DEPOSIT OF THE SEED, IS NOT INTRODUCED SO AS TO SECURE CONCEPTION AND GENERATION. 
LI. "THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE GLORY OF GOD."(2) THE HEAVENS ARE TAKEN IN VARIOUS MEANINGS, BOTH THOSE DEFINED BY SPACE AND REVOLUTION, AND THOSE BY COVENANT, THE IMMEDIATE OPERATION OF THE FIRST-CREATED ANGELS. FOR THE COVENANTS CAUSED A MORE ESPECIAL APPEARANCE OF ANGELS, THAT (3) IN THE CASE OF ADAM, THAT IN THE CASE OF NOAH, THAT IN THE CASE OF ABRAHAM, THAT IN THE CASE OF MOSES. FOR, MOVED BY THE LORD, THE FIRST-CREATED ANGELS EXERCISED THEIR INFLUENCE ON THE ANGELS ATTACHED TO THE PROPHETS, CONSIDERING THE COVENANTS THE GLORY OF GOD. FURTHERMORE, THE THINGS DONE ON EARTH BY ANGELS WERE DONE BY THE FIRST-CREATED ANGELS TO THE GLORY OF GOD. 
LII. IT IS THE LORD THAT HAS PRINCIPALLY DENOMINATED THE HEAVENS, AND THEN THE FIRST-CREATED; AND AFTER THESE ALSO THE HOLY MEN BEFORE THE LAW, AS THE PATRIARCHS, AND MOSES, AND THE PROPHETS; THEN ALSO THE APOSTLES. "AND THE FIRMAMENT SHOWETH HIS HANDIWORK." HE APPLIES THE TERM "FIRMAMENT"(4) TO GOD, THE PASSIONLESS AND IMMOVEABLE, AS ALSO ELSEWHERE THE SAME DAVID SAYS, "I WILL LOVE THEE, O LORD, MY STRENGTH (4) AND MY REFUGE."(5) ACCORDINGLY, THE FIRMAMENT ITSELF SHOWS FORTH THE WORK OF HIS HANDS, THAT IS, SHOWS AND MANIFESTS THE WORK OF HIS ANGELS. FOR HE SHOWS FORTH AND MANIFESTS THOSE WHOM HE HATH MADE. 
LIII. "DAY UNTO DAY UTTERETH SPEECH." AS THE HEAVENS HAVE VARIOUS MEANINGS, SO ALSO HAS DAY. NOW [SEXLESS] SPEECH IS THE LORD; AND HE IS ALSO FREQUENTLY CALLED DAY. "AND NIGHT UNTO NIGHT SHOWETH FORTH KNOWLEDGE." THE DEVIL KNEW THAT THE LORD WAS TO COME. BUT HE DID NOT BELIEVE THAT HE WAS GOD; WHEREFORE ALSO HE TEMPTED HIM, IN ORDER TO KNOW IF HE WERE POWERFUL. IT IS SAID, "HE LEFT (6) HIM, AND DEPARTED FROM HIM FOR A SEASON;" THAT IS, HE POSTPONED THE DISCOVERY TILL THE RESURRECTION. FOR HE KNEW THAT HE WHO WAS TO RISE WAS THE LORD. LIKEWISE, ALSO THE DEMONS; SINCE ALSO THEY SUSPECTED THAT SOLOMON WAS THE LORD, AND THEY KNEW THAT HE WAS NOT SO, ON HIS SINNING. "NIGHT TO NIGHT." ALL THE DEMONS KNEW THAT HE WHO ROSE AFTER THE [SEXLESS] PASSION WAS THE LORD. AND ALREADY ENOCH (7) HAD SAID, THAT THE ANGELS WHO TRANSGRESSED TAUGHT MEN ASTRONOMY AND DIVINATION, AND THE REST OF THE ARTS. 
LIV. "THERE ARE NO SPEECHES OR WORDS WHOSE VOICES ARE NOT HEARD," NEITHER OF DAYS NOR NIGHTS. "THEIR SOUND IS GONE FORTH UNTO ALL THE EARTH." HE HAS TRANSFERRED THE DISCOURSE TO THE SAINTS ALONE, WHOM HE CALLS BOTH HEAVENS AND DAYS. 
LV. THE STARS, SPIRITUAL BODIES, THAT HAVE COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE ANGELS SET OVER THEM, AND ARE GOVERNED BY THEM, ARE NOT THE CAUSE OF THE PRODUCTION OF THINGS, BUT ARE SIGNS OF WHAT IS TAKING PLACE, AND WILL TAKE PLACE, AND HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE CASE OF ATMOSPHERIC CHANGES, OF FRUITFULNESS AND BARRENNESS, OF PESTILENCE AND FEVERS, AND IN THE CASE OF MEN. THE STARS DO NOT IN THE LEAST DEGREE EXERT INFLUENCES, BUT INDICATE WHAT IS, AND WILL BE, AND HAS BEEN. 
LVI. "AND IN THE SUN HATH HE SET HIS TABERNACLE." THERE IS A TRANSPOSITION HERE. FOR IT IS OF THE SECOND COMING THAT THE DISCOURSE IS. SO, THEN, WE MUST READ WHAT IS TRANSPOSED IN ITS DUE SEQUENCE: "AND HE, AS A BRIDEGROOM ISSUING FROM HIS CHAMBER, WILL REJOICE AS A GIANT TO RUN HIS WAY. FROM HEAVEN'S END IS HIS GOING FORTH; AND THERE IS NO ONE WHO SHALL HIDE HIMSELF FROM HIS HEAT;" AND THEN, "HE HATH SET HIS TABERNACLE IN THE SUN." SOME SAY THAT HE DEPOSITED THE LORD'S BODY IN THE SUN, AS HERMOGENES. AND "HIS TABERNACLE," SOME SAY, IS HIS BODY, OTHERS THE CHURCH OF THE FAITHFUL. OUR PANTAENUS (8) USED TO SAY, THAT PROPHECY UTTERS ITS EXPRESSIONS INDEFINITELY FOR THE MOST PART, AND USES THE PRESENT FOR THE FUTURE, AND AGAIN THE PRESENT FOR THE PAST. WHICH IS ALSO SEEN HERE. (9) FOR "HE HATH SET" IS PUT BOTH FOR THE PAST AND THE FUTURE. FOR THE FUTURE, BECAUSE, ON THE COMPLETION OF THIS PERIOD, WHICH IS TO RUN ACCORDING TO ITS PRESENT (10) CONSTITUTION, THE LORD WILL COME TO RESTORE THE RIGHTEOUS, THE FAITHFUL, IN WHOM HE RESTS, AS IN A TENT, TO ONE AND THE SAME UNITY; FOR ALL ARE ONE BODY, OF THE SAME RACE, AND HAVE CHOSEN THE SAME FAITH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. BUT SORTIE AS HEAD, SOME AS EYES, SOME AS EARS, SOME AS HANDS, SOME AS BREASTS, SOME AS FEET, SHALL BE SET, RESPLENDENT, IN THE SUN. "SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN,"(11) OR IN THE SUN; SINCE AN ANGEL HIGH IN COMMAND IS IN THE SUN. FOR HE IS APPOINTED FOR RULE OVER DAYS; AS THE MOON IS FOR RULING OVER NIGHT. (1) NOW ANGELS ARE CALLED DAYS. ALONG WITH THE ANGELS IN (2) THE SUN, IT IS SAID, THEY SHALL HAVE ASSIGNED TO THEM ONE ABODE, TO BE FOR SOME TIME AND IN SOME RESPECTS THE SUN, AS IT WERE THE HEAD OF THE BODY WHICH IS ONE. AND, BESIDES, THEY ALSO ARE THE RULERS OF THE DAYS, AS THAT ANGEL IN THE SUN, FOR THE GREATER PURPOSE FOR WHICH HE BEFORE THEM (3) MIGRATED TO THE SAME PLACE. AND AGAIN DESTINED TO ASCEND PROGRESSIVELY, THEY REACH THE FIRST ABODE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PAST "HE HATH SET:" SO THAT THE FIRST-CREATED ANGELS SHALL NO LONGER, ACCORDING TO PROVIDENCE, EXERCISE A DEFINITE MINISTRY, BUT MAY BE IN REPOSE, AND DEVOTED TO THE CONTEMPLATION OF GOD ALONE; WHILE THOSE NEXT TO THEM SHALL BE PROMOTED TO THE POST WHICH THEY HAVE LEFT; AND SO THOSE BENEATH THEM SIMILARLY. 
LVII. THERE ARE THEN, ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE, THOSE ON THE SUMMIT, (4) THE FIRST-CREATED. AND THEY ARE THRONES, ALTHOUGH POWERS, BEING THE FIRST-CREATED, INASMUCH AS GOD RESTS IN THEM, AS ALSO IN THOSE WHO BELIEVE. FOR EACH ONE, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN STAGE OF ADVANCEMENT POSSESSES THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IN A WAY SPECIAL TO HIMSELF; AND IN THIS KNOWLEDGE GOD REPOSES, THOSE WHO POSSESS KNOWLEDGE BEING MADE IMMORTAL BY KNOWLEDGE. AND IS NOT "HE SET HIS TABERNACLE IN THE SUN" TO BE UNDERSTOOD THUS? GOD "SET IN THE SUN," THAT IS, IN THE GOD WHO IS BESIDE HIM, AS IN THE GOSPEL, ELI, ELI, (5) INSTEAD OF MY GOD, MY GOD. AND WHAT IS ABOVE ALL RULE, AND AUTHORITY, AND POWER, AND EVERY NAME THAT IS NAMED," ARE THOSE FROM AMONG MEN THAT ARE MADE PERFECT AS ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS, SO AS TO RISE TO THE NATURE OF THE ANGELS FIRST-CREATED. FOR THOSE WHO ARE CHANGED FROM MEN TO ANGELS ARE INSTRUCTED FOR A THOUSAND YEARS BY THE ANGELS AFTER THEY ARE BROUGHT TO PERFECTION. THEN THOSE WHO HAVE TAUGHT ARE TRANSLATED TO ARCHANGELIC AUTHORITY; AND THOSE WHO HAVE LEARNED INSTRUCT THOSE AGAIN WHO FROM MEN ARE CHANGED TO ANGELS. THUS AFTERWARDS, IN THE PRESCRIBED PERIODS, THEY ARE BROUGHT TO THE PROPER ANGELIC STATE OF THE BODY. 
LVIII. "THE LAW OF GOD IS PERFECT, CONVERTING SOULS."(6) THE SAVIOR HIMSELF IS CALLED LAW AND WORD, AS PETER IN "THE PREACHING," AND THE PROPHET: "OUT OF ZION SHALL GO FORTH THE LAW, AND THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD FROM JERUSALEM."(7) 
LIX. "THE [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY OF THE LORD IS SURE, MAKING CHILDREN WISE." THE [SEXLESS] COVENANT OF THE LORD IS TRUE, MAKING WISE CHILDREN; THOSE FREE FROM EVIL, BOTH THE APOSTLES, AND THEN ALSO US. BESIDES, THE [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY OF THE LORD, ACCORDING TO WHICH HE ROSE AGAIN AFTER HIS [SEXLESS] PASSION, HAVING BEEN VERIFIED BY FACT, LED THE CHURCH TO [SEXLESS] CONFIRMATION IN FAITH. 
LX. "THE [SEXLESS] FEAR OF THE LORD IS PURE, ENDURING FOR EVER." HE SAYS THAT THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN TURNED FROM FEAR TO FAITH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURE FOR EVER. 
"THE [SEXLESS] JUDGMENTS OF THE LORD ARE TRUE,"SURE, AND INCAPABLE OF BEING OVERTURNED; AND GIVING REWARDS ACCORDING TO WHAT IS RIGHT, BRINGING THE RIGHTEOUS TO THE UNITY OF THE FAITH. FOR THIS IS SHOWN IN THE WORDS, "JUSTIFIED FOR THE SAME."(8) "SUCH DESIRES (9) ARE ABOVE GOLD AND PRECIOUS STONE." 
LXI. "FOR ALSO THY SERVANT KEEPS THEM." NOT THAT DAVID ALONE IS CALLED SERVANT; BUT THE WHOLE PEOPLE SAVED IS CALLED THE SERVANT OF GOD, IN VIRTUE OF OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMAND. 
LXII. "CLEANSE ME FROM MY SECRET FAULTS", THOUGHTS CONTRARY TO RIGHT REASON--DEFECTS. FOR HE CALLS THIS FOREIGN TO THE RIGHTEOUS MAN. 
LXIII. "IF THEY HAVE NOT DOMINION OVER ME, THEN SHALL I BE INNOCENT." IF THOSE WHO PERSECUTE ME AS THEY DID THE LORD, DO NOT HAVE DOMINION OVER ME, I SHALL NOT BE INNOCENT. FOR NO ONE BECOMES A MARTYR UNLESS HE IS PERSECUTED; NOR APPEARS RIGHTEOUS, UNLESS, BEING WRONGED, HE TAKES NO REVENGE; NOR FORBEARING...  
PTOLEMY'S COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN PROLOGUE
JOHN, THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD, INTENTIONALLY SPOKE OF THE ORIGINATION OF THE ENTIRETY, BY WHICH THE FATHER EMITTED ALL THINGS. AND HE ASSUMES THAT THE FIRST BEING ENGENDERED BY GOD IS A KIND OF BEGINNING; HE HAS CALLED IT "SON" AND "ONLY-BEGOTTEN GOD." IN THIS (THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN) THE FATHER EMITTED ALL THINGS IN A PROCESS INVOLVING POSTERITY. BY THIS (SON), HE SAYS, WAS EMITTED THE WORD, IN WHICH WAS THE ENTIRE ESSENCE OF THE AIONS THAT THE WORD LATER PERSONALLY FORMED. NOW SINCE HE IS SPEAKING OF THE FIRST ORIGINATION, HE DOES WELL TO BEGIN THE TEACHING AT THE BEGINNING, WITH THE SON AND THE WORD. HE SPEAKS AS FOLLOWS: "THE WORD WAS IN THE BEGINNING, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD. IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, WITH GOD." [JN 1:1] FIRST, HE DISTINGUISHES THREE THINGS: GOD; BEGINNING; WORD. THEN HE UNITES THEM: THIS IS TO SHOW FORTH BOTH THE EMANATION OF THE LATTER TWO, I.E. THE SON AND THE WORD, AND THEIR UNION WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE FATHER. FOR THE BEGINNING WAS IN THE FATHER AND FROM THE FATHER; AND THE WORD WAS IN THE BEGINNING AND FROM THE BEGINNING. WELL DID HE SAY, "THE WORD WAS IN THE BEGINNING", FOR IT WAS IN THE SON. "AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD." SO WAS THE BEGINNING. "AND THE WORD WAS GOD"; REASONABLY SO, FOR WHAT IS ENGENDERED FROM GOD IS GOD. THIS SHOWS THE ORDER OF EMANATION. "THE ENTIRETY WAS MADE THROUGH IT, AND WITHOUT IT WAS NOT ANYTHING MADE." [JN 1:3] FOR THE WORD BECAME THE CAUSE OF THE FORMING AND ORIGINATION OF ALL THE AIONS THAT CAME AFTER IT. BUT FURTHERMORE (HE SAYS), "THAT WHICH CAME INTO BEING IN IT WAS LIFE."[JN 1:4] HERE HE DISCLOSES A PAIR. FOR HE SAYS THAT THE ENTIRETY CAME INTO BEING THROUGH IT, BUT LIFE IS IN IT. NOW, THAT WHICH CAME INTO BEING IN IT MORE INTIMATELY BELONGS TO IT THAN WHAT CAME INTO BEING THROUGH IT: IT IS JOINED WITH IT AND THROUGH IT IT BEARS FRUIT. INDEED, INASMUCH AS HE ADDS, "AND LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF HUMAN BEINGS", [JN 1:4] IN SPEAKING OF HUMAN BEINGS HE HAS NOW DISCLOSED ALSO THE CHURCH BY MEANS OF A SYNONYM, SO THAT WITH A SINGLE WORD HE MIGHT DISCLOSE THE PARTNERSHIP OF THE PAIR. FOR FROM THE WORD AND LIFE, THE HUMAN BEING AND THE CHURCH CAME INTO BEING. AND HE CALLED LIFE THE LIGHT OF HUMAN BEINGS BECAUSE THEY ARE ENLIGHTENED BY HER, I.E. FORMED AND MADE VISIBLE. PAUL, TOO, SAYS THIS: "FOR ANYTHING THAT BECOMES VISIBLE IS LIGHT." [EPH 5:13] SO SINCE LIFE MADE THE HUMAN BEING AND THE CHURCH VISIBLE AND ENGENDERED THEM, SHE IS SAID TO BE THEIR LIGHT. NOW AMONG OTHER THINGS, JOHN PLAINLY MADE CLEAR THE SECOND QUARTET, I.E. THE WORD; LIFE; THE HUMAN BEING; THE CHURCH. BUT WHAT IS MORE, HE ALSO DISCLOSED THE FIRST QUARTET. DESCRIBING THE SAVIOR, NOW, AND SAYING THAT ALL THINGS OUTSIDE THE FULLNESS WERE FORMED BY HIM, HE SAYS THAT HE IS THE FRUIT OF THE ENTIRE FULLNESS. FOR HE CALLS HIM A LIGHT THAT "SHINES IN THE DARKNESS" [JN 1:5] AND WAS NOT OVERCOME BY IT, INASMUCH AS AFTER HE HAD FITTED TOGETHER ALL THINGS THAT HAD DERIVED FROM THE PASSION, THEY DID NOT BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH HIM. AND HE CALLS HIM SON, TRUTH, LIFE, AND WORD BECOME FLESH. WE HAVE BEHELD THE LATTER'S GLORY, HE SAYS. AND ITS GLORY WAS LIKE THAT OF THE ONLY- BEGOTTEN, WHICH WAS BESTOWED ON HIM BY THE FATHER, "FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH". [JN 1:14] AND HE SPEAKS AS FOLLOWS: "AND THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND DWELT AMONG US; WE HAVE BEHELD ITS GLORY, GLORY AS OF THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN FROM THE FATHER." [JN 1:14] SO HE PRECISELY DISCLOSES ALSO THE FIRST QUARTET WHEN HE SPEAKS OF THE FATHER; GRACE; THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN; TRUTH. THUS, DID JOHN SPEAK OF THE FIRST OCTET, THE MOTHER OF THE ENTIRETY OF AIONS. FOR HE REFERRED TO THE FATHER; GRACE; THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN; TRUTH; THE WORD; LIFE; THE HUMAN BEING; THE CHURCH.
FRAGMENTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF BASILIDES
1. HIPPOLYTUS, REFUTATIONS.
THERE WAS WHEN NAUGHT WAS: NAY, EVEN THAT "NAUGHT" WAS NOT AUGHT OF THINGS THAT ARE. BUT NAKEDLY, CONJECTURE AND MENTAL QUIBBLING APART, THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NOT EVEN THE ONE. AND WHEN I USE THE TERM "WAS" I DO NOT MEAN TO SAY THAT IT WAS; BUT MERELY TO GIVE SOME SUGGESTION OF WHAT I WISH TO INDICATE, I USE THE EXPRESSION "THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NAUGHT". NAUGHT WAS, NEITHER MATTER, NOR SUBSTANCE, NOR VOIDNESS OF SUBSTANCE, NOR SIMPLICITY, NOR IMPOSSIBILITY OF COMPOSITION, NOR INCONCEPTIBILITY, IMPERCEPTIBILITY, NEITHER MAN, NOR ANGEL, NOR GOD; IN FINE, ANYTHING AT ALL FOR WHICH MAN HAS EVER FOUND A NAME, NOR BY ANY OPERATION EHICH FALLS WITHIN RANGE OF HIS PERCEPTION OR CONCEPTION. 
2. CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, MISCELLANIES 4.81.2-4.83.2
{BASILIDES, IN BOOK 23 OF HIS "COMMENTARIES," SPEAKS OF THOSE WHO SUFFER PUNISHMENT AS MARTYRS, WITH THE FOLLOWING WORDS:} I BELIEVE THAT ALL WHO EXPERIENCE THE SO-CALLED TRIBULATIONS MUST HAVE COMMITTED SINS OTHER THAN WHAT THEY REALIZE, AND SO HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO THIS GOOD END. THROUGH THE KINDNESS OF THAT WHICH LEADS EACH ONE OF THEM ABOUT, THEY ARE ACTUALLY ACCUSED OF AN EXTRANEOUS SET OF CHARGES SO THEY MIGHT NOT HAVE TO SUFFER AS CONFESSED CRIMINALS CONVICTED OF CRIMES, NOR BE REVILES AS ADULTERERS OR MURDERERS, BUT RATHER MIGHT SUFFER BECAUSE THEY ARE DISPOSED BY NATURE TO BE CHRISTIAN. AND THIS ENCOURAGES THEM TO THINK THAT THEY ARE NOT SUFFERING. BUT EVEN IF A PERSON SHOULD HAPPEN TO SUFFER WITHOUT HAVING SINNED AT ALL - WHICH IS RARE - STILL, THAT PERSON'S SUFFERING IS NOT CAUSED BY THE PLOTTING OF SOME POWER. RATHER, IT IS ANALOGOUS TO THE SUFFERING OF A NEW-BORN BABY, WHO SEEMS NOT TO HAVE SINNED. {THEN, FARTHER ALONG, HE ADDS:} A NEW-BORN BABY, THEN, HAS NEVER SINNED BEFORE; OR MORE PRECISELY IT HAS NOT ACTUALLY COMMITTED ANY SINS, BUT WITHIN ITSELF IT HAS THE ACTIVITY OF SINNING. WHENEVER IT EXPERIENCES SUFFERING, IT RECEIVES BENEFIT, PROFITING BY MANY UNPLEASANT EXPERIENCES. JUST SO, IF BY CHANCE A GROWN MAN HAS NOT SINNED BY DEED AND YET SUFFERS, HE SUFFERED THE SUFFERING FOR THE SAME REASON AS THE NEW-BORN BABY: HE HAS WITHIN HIM SINFULNESS, AND THE ONLY REASON HE HAS NOT SINNED (IN DEED) IS BECAUSE HE HAS NOT HAD THE OCCASION TO DO SO. THUS, NOT SINNING CANNOT BE IMPUTED TO HIM. INDEED, SOMEONE WHO INTENDS TO COMMIT ADULTERY IS AN ADULTERER EVEN WITHOUT SUCCEEDING IN THE ACT, AND SOMEONE WHO INTENDS TO COMMIT MURDER IS A MURDERER EVEN WITHOUT BEING ABLE TO COMMIT THE ACT. JUST SO, IF I SEE THE AFOREMENTIONED SINLESS PERSON SUFFERING DESPITE HAVING DONE NO WRONG, I MUST CALL THAT PERSON EVIL BY INTENT TO SIN. FOR I WILL SAY ANYTHING RATHER THAN CALL PROVIDENCE EVIL. {THEN, FARTHER ALONG, HE SPEAKS OF THE LORD OUTRIGHT AS OF A HUMAN BEING [THIS IS THE ETERNAL LIE CALLING THE LORD THE MAN IN ROMANS 1:21-32; 3:4-23; 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10 & ACTS 6:5, 11, 13; 7:56, WHICH MAN’S ETERNAL DAMNATION IS JUST BECAUSE THE LORD IS NEVER THE MAN IN NUMBERS 23:19; ROMANS 3:4; TITUS 1:1-3; HEBREWS 6:17-18 & ACTS 6:5, 11, 13-14; 7:56]: NEVERTHELESS, LET US SUPPOSE THAT YOU LEAVE ASIDE ALL THESE MATTERS AND SET OUT TO EMBARRASS ME BY REFERRING TO CERTAIN FIGURES, SAYING PERHAPS, "AND CONSEQUENTLY SO-AND-SO MUST HAVE SINNED, SINCE HE SUFFERED!" IF YOU PERMIT, I SHALL SAY THAT HE DID NOT SIN, BUT WAS LIKE THE NEW-BORN BABY THAT SUFFERS. BUT IF YOU PRESS THE ARGUMENT, I SHALL SAY THAT ANY HUMAN BEING THAT YOU CAN NAME IS HUMAN; GOD IS RIGHTEOUS. FOR NO ONE IS PURE OF UNCLEANNESS, AS SOMEONE ONCE SAID. {ACTUALLY, BASILIDES' PRESUPPOSITION IS THAT THE SOUL PREVIOUSLY SINNED IN ANOTHER LIFE AND UNDERGOES ITS PUNISHMENT IN THE PRESENT ONE. EXCELLENT SOULS ARE PUNISHED HONORABLY, BY MARTYRDOM; OTHER KINDS ARE PURIFIED BY SOME OTHER APPROPRIATE PUNISHMENT.
3. CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, MISCELLANIES 4.86.1
WE ASSUME THAT ONE PART OF THE SO-CALLED WILL OF GOD IS TO LOVE ALL; A SECOND IS TO DESIRE NOTHING; AND A THIRD IS TO HATE NOTHING.
4. ORIGEN, COMMENTARY ON THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS 1015B
INDEED, THE APOSTLE (PAUL) HAS SAID, "I WAS ONCE ALIVE APART FROM THE LAW," [ROM 7:9] AT SOME TIME OR OTHER. THAT IS (PAUL MEANS), BEFORE I CAME INTO THIS BODY, I LIVED IN THE KIND OF BODY THAT IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE LAW: THE BODY OF A DOMESTIC ANIMAL OR A BIRD.
THE NAASSENE PSALM
THIS IS A MODERN BUT SOMEWHAT INELEGANT TRANSLATION OF HIPPOLYTUS: "THE LAW OF UNIVERSAL GENESIS WAS THE FIRST-BORN NOUS; THE SECOND, CHAOS SHED BY THE FIRSTBORN. THE THIRD WAS RECEIVED BY THE SOUL [...] CLAD IN THE SHAPE OF A HIND SHE [SOPHIA] IS WORN AWAY WITH DEATH'S SLAVERY. NOW SHE HAS MASTERY AND GLIMPSES LIGHT: NOW SHE IS PLUNGED IN MISERY AND WEEPS. NOW SHE IS MOURNED, AND HER SELF REJOICES. NOW SHE WEEPS AND IS FINALLY CONDEMNED. NOW SHE IS CONDEMNED AND FINALLY DIES. AND NOW SHE REACHES THE POINT WHERE HEMMED IN BY EVIL, SHE KNOWS NO WAY OUT. MISLED, SHE HAS ENTERED A LABYRINTH. THEN JESUS SAID, "BEHOLD, FATHER, SHE WANDERS THE EARTH PURSUED BY EVIL. FAR FROM THY BREATH SHE IS GOING ASTRAY. SHE IS TRYING TO FLEE BITTER CHAOS, AND DOES NOT KNOW HOW SHE IS TO ESCAPE. SEND ME FORTH, O FATHER, THEREFORE, AND I, BEARING THE SEAL SHALL DESCEND AND WANDER ALL AEONS THROUGH, ALL MYSTERIES REVEAL. I SHALL MANIFEST THE FORMS OF THE GODS AND TEACH THEM THE SECRETS OF THE HOLY WAY WHICH I CALL GNOSIS [...]" 
THIS IS THE NINETEENTH-CENTURY TRANSLATION AS PROVIDED IN THE ANTE-NICENE FATHERS EDITION OF HIPPOLYTUS, REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES (BOOK 5 CHAPTER 5):
EXPLANATION OF THE SYSTEM OF THE NAASSENI TAKEN FROM ONE OF THEIR HYMNS.
THE FOREGOING REMARKS, THEN, THOUGH FEW OUT OF MANY, WE HAVE THOUGHT PROPER TO BRING FORWARD. FOR INNUMERABLE ARE THE SILLY AND CRAZY ATTEMPTS OF FOLLY. BUT SINCE, TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, WE HAVE EXPLAINED THE UNKNOWN GNOSIS, IT SEEMED EXPEDIENT LIKEWISE TO ADDUCE THE FOLLOWING POINT. THIS PSALM OF THEIRS HAS BEEN COMPOSED, BY WHICH THEY SEEM TO CELEBRATE ALL THE MYSTERIES OF THE ERROR (ADVANCED BY) THEM IN A HYMN, COUCHED IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS: THE WORLD'S PRODUCING LAW WAS PRIMAL MIND, AND NEXT WAS FIRST-BORN'S OUTPOURED CHAOS; AND THIRD, THE SOUL RECEIVED ITS LAW OF TOIL: ENCIRCLED, THEREFORE, WITH AN AQUEOUS FORM, WITH CARE OVERPOWERED IT SUCCUMBS TO DEATH. NOW HOLDING SWAY, IT EYES THE LIGHT, AND NOW IT WEEPS ON MISERY FLUNG; NOW IT MOURNS, NOW IT THRILLS WITH JOY; NOW IT WAILS, NOW IT HEARS ITS DOOM; NOW IT HEARS ITS DOOM, NOW IT DIES, AND NOW IT LEAVES US, NEVER TO RETURN. IT, HAPLESS STRAYING, TREADS THE MAZE OF ILLS. BUT JESUS SAID, FATHER, BEHOLD, A STRIFE OF ILLS ACROSS THE EARTH WANDERS FROM THY BREATH (OF WRATH); BUT BITTER CHAOS (MAN) SEEKS TO SHUN, AND KNOWS NOT HOW TO PASS IT THROUGH. ON THIS ACCOUNT, O FATHER, SEND ME; BEARING SEALS, I SHALL DESCEND; THROUGH AGES WHOLE I'LL SWEEP, ALL MYSTERIES I'LL UNRAVEL, AND FORMS OF GODS I'LL SHOW; AND SECRETS OF THE SAINTLY PATH, STYLED "GNOSIS," I'LL IMPART.
PATRISTIC POLEMICAL WORKS
[bookmark: P1626_425010]RECOGNITIONS OF CLEMENT, BOOK II
CHAPTER I. POWER OF HABIT.
[bookmark: P1632_427183]WHEN THE DAY DAWNED WHICH HAD BEEN FIXED FOR THE DISCUSSION WITH SIMON, PETER, RISING AT THE FIRST COCK-CROWING, AROUSED US ALSO: FOR WE WERE SLEEPING IN THE SAME APARTMENT, THIRTEEN OF US IN ALL; OF WHOM, NEXT TO PETER, ZACCHAEUS WAS FIRST, THEN SOPHONIUS, JOSEPH AND MICHAEAS, ELIESDRUS, PHINEAS, LAZARUS, AND ELISAEUS: AFTER THESE I (CLEMENT) AND NICODEMUS; THEN NICETA AND AQUILA, WHO HAD FORMERLY BEEN DISCIPLES OF SIMON, AND WERE CONVERTED TO THE FAITH OF CHRIST UNDER THE TEACHING OF ZACCHAEUS. OF THE WOMEN THERE WAS NO ONE PRESENT. AS THE EVENING LIGHT WAS STILL LASTING, WE ALL SAT DOWN; AND PETER, SEEING THAT WE WERE AWAKE, AND THAT WE WERE GIVING ATTENTION TO HIM, HAVING SALUTED US, IMMEDIATELY BEGAN TO SPEAK, AS FOLLOWS: "I CONFESS, BRETHREN, THAT I WONDER AT THE POWER OF HUMAN NATURE, WHICH I SEE TO BE FIT AND SUITED TO EVERY CALL UPON IT. THIS, HOWEVER, IT OCCURS TO ME TO SAY OF WHAT I HAVE FOUND BY EXPERIENCE, THAT WHEN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT IS PASSED, I AWAKE OF MY OWN ACCORD, AND SLEEP DOES NOT COME TO ME AGAIN. THIS HAPPENS TO ME FOR THIS REASON, THAT I HAVE FORMED THE HABIT OF RECALLING TO [SEXLESS] MEMORY THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF MY LORD, WHICH I HEARD FROM HIMSELF; AND FOR THE LONGING I HAVE TOWARDS THEM, I CONSTRAIN MY MIND AND MY THOUGHTS TO BE ROUSED, THAT, AWAKING TO THEM, AND RECALLING AND ARRANGING THEM ONE BY ONE, I MAY RETAIN THEM IN MY MEMORY. FROM THIS, THEREFORE, WHILST I DESIRE TO CHERISH THE [SEXLESS] SAYINGS OF THE LORD WITH ALL DELIGHT IN MY HEART, THE HABIT OF WAKING HAS COME UPON ME, EVEN IF THERE BE NOTHING THAT I WISH TO THINK OF. THUS, IN SOME UNACCOUNTABLE WAY, WHEN ANY CUSTOM IS ESTABLISHED, THE OLD CUSTOM IS CHANGED, PROVIDED INDEED YON DO NOT FORCE IT ABOVE MEASURE, BUT AS FAR AS THE MEASURE OF NATURE ADMITS. FOR IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO BE ALTOGETHER WITHOUT SLEEP; OTHERWISE NIGHT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN MADE FOR REST."
CHAPTER II. CURTAILMENT OF SLEEP.
[bookmark: P1635_428424]THEN I, WHEN I HEARD THIS, SAID: "YOU HAVE VERY WELL SAID, O PETER; FOR ONE CUSTOM IS SUPERSEDED BY ANOTHER. FOR WHEN I WAS AT SEA, I WAS AT FIRST DISTRESSED, AND ALL MY SYSTEM WAS DISORDERED, SO THAT I FELT AS IF I HAD BEEN BEATEN, AND COULD NOT BEAR THE TOSSING AND TUMULT OF THE SEA; BUT AFTER A FEW DAYS, WHEN I HAD GOT ACCUSTOMED TO IT, I BEGAN TO BEAR IT TOLERABLY, SO THAT I WAS GLAD TO TAKE FOOD IMMEDIATELY IN THE MORNING ALONG WITH THE SAILORS, WHEREAS BEFORE IT WAS NOT MY CUSTOM TO EAT ANYTHING BEFORE THE SEVENTH HOUR. NOW, THEREFORE, SIMPLY FROM THE CUSTOM WHICH I THEN ACQUIRED, HUNGER REMINDS ME ABOUT THAT TIME AT WHICH I USED TO EAT WITH THE SAILORS; WHICH, HOWEVER, I HOPE TO GET RID OF, WHEN ONCE ANOTHER CUSTOM SHALL HAVE BEEN FORMED. I BELIEVE, THEREFORE, THAT YOU ALSO HAVE ACQUIRED THE HABIT OF WAKEFULNESS, AS YON STATE; AND YOU HAVE WISHED AT A FITTING TIME TO EXPLAIN THIS TO US, THAT WE ALSO MAY NOT GRUDGE TO THROW OFF AND DISPENSE WITH SOME PORTION OF OUR SLEEP, THAT WE MAY BE ABLE TO TAKE IN THE PRECEPTS OF THE LIVING DOCTRINE. FOR WHEN THE FOOD IS DIGESTED, AND THE MIND IS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF TILE SILENCE OF NIGHT, THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE SEASONABLY TAUGHT ABIDE IN IT."
CHAPTER III. NEED OF CAUTION.
[bookmark: P1641_429536]THEN PETER, BEING PLEASED TO HEAR THAT I UNDERSTOOD THE PURPORT OF HIS PREFACE, THAT HE HAD DELIVERED IT FOR OUR ADVANTAGE; AND COMMENDING ME, DOUBTLESS FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENCOURAGING, AND STIMULATING ME, BEGAN TO DELIVER THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE: "IT SEEMS TO ME TO BE SEASONABLE AND NECESSARY TO HAVE SOME DISCUSSION RELATING TO THOSE THINGS THAT ARE NEAR AT HAND; THAT IS, CONCERNING SIMON. FOR I SHOULD WISH TO KNOW OF WHAT CHARACTER AND OF WHAT CONDUCT HE IS. WHEREFORE, IF ANY ONE OF YOU HAS ANY KNOWLEDGE OF HIM, LET HIM NOT FAIL TO INFORM ME; FOR IT IS OF CONSEQUENCE TO KNOW THESE THINGS BEFOREHAND. FOR IF WE HAVE IT IN CHARGE, THAT WHEN WE ENTER INTO A CITY, WE SHOULD FIRST LEARN WHO IN IT IS WORTHY, THAT WE MAY EAT WITH HIM, HOW MUCH MORE IS IT PROPER FOR US TO ASCERTAIN WHO OR WHAT SORT OF MAN HE IS TO WHOM THE WORDS OF IMMORTALITY ARE TO BE COMMITTED! FOR WE OUGHT TO BE CAREFUL, YEA, EXTREMELY CAREFUL, THAT WE CAST NOT OUR PEARLS BEFORE SWINE.
CHAPTER IV. PRUDENCE IN DEALING WITH OPPONENTS.
[bookmark: P1644_430901]"BUT FOR OTHER REASONS ALSO IT IS OF IMPORTANCE THAT I SHOULD HAVE SOME KNOWLEDGE OF THIS MAN. FOR IF I KNOW THAT IN THOSE THINGS CONCERNING WHICH IT CANNOT BE DOUBTED THAT THEY ARE GOOD, HE IS FAULTLESS AND IRREPROACHABLE,-THAT IS TO SAY, IF HE IS SOBER, MERCIFUL, UPRIGHT, GENTLE, AND HUMANE, WHICH NO ONE DOUBTS TO BE GOOD QUALITIES,-THEN IT WILL SEEM TO BE FITTING, THAT UPON HIM WHO POSSESSES THESE GOOD VIRTUES, THAT WHICH IS LACKING OF FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE SHOULD BE CONFERRED; AND SO HIS LIFE, WHICH IS IN OTHER RESPECTS WORTHY OF APPROBATION, SHOULD BE AMENDED IN THOSE POINTS IN WHICH IT SHALL APPEAR TO BE IMPERFECT. BUT IF HE REMAINS WRAPPED UP AND POLLUTED IN THOSE SINS WHICH ARE MANIFESTLY SUCH, IT DOES NOT BECOME ME TO SPEAK TO HIM AT ALL OF THE MORE SECRET AND SACRED THINGS OF DIVINE KNOWLEDGE, BUT RATHER TO PROTEST AND CONFRONT HIM, THAT HE, CEASE FROM SIN, AND CLEANSE HIS ACTIONS FROM VICE. BUT IF HE INSINUATES HIMSELF, AND LEAD US ON TO SPEAK WHAT HE, WHILE HE ACTS IMPROPERLY, OUGHT NOT TO HEAR, IT WILL BE OUR PART TO PARRY HIM CAUTIOUSLY. FOR NOT TO ANSWER HIM AT ALL DOES NOT SEEM PROPER, FOR THE SAKE OF THE HEARERS, LEST HAPLY THEY MAY THINK THAT WE DECLINE THE CONTEST THROUGH WANT OF ABILITY TO ANSWER HIM, AND SO THEIR FAITH MAY BE INJURED THROUGH THEIR MISUNDERSTANDING OF OUR PURPOSE."
CHAPTER V. SIMON MAGUS, A FORMIDABLE ANTAGONIST.
[bookmark: P1648_432329]WHEN PETER HAD THUS SPOKEN TO US, NICETA ASKS PERMISSION TO SAY SOMETHING TO HIM; AND PETER HAVING GRANTED PERMISSION, HE SAYS: "WITH YOUR PARDON, I BESEECH YOU, MY LORD PETER, TO HEAR ME, WHO AM VERY ANXIOUS FOR THEE, AND WHO AM AFRAID LEST, IN THE CONTEST WHICH YOU HAVE IN BAND WITH SIMON, YOU SHOULD SEEM TO BE OVERMATCHED. FOR IT VERY FREQUENTLY HAPPENS THAT HE WHO DEFENDS THE TRUTH DOES NOT GAIN THE VICTORY, SINCE THE HEARERS ARE EITHER PREJUDICED, OR HAVE NO GREAT INTEREST IN THE BETTER CAUSE. BUT OVER AND ABOVE ALL THIS, SIMON HIMSELF IS A MOST VEHEMENT ORATOR, TRAINED IN THE DIALECTIC ART. AND IN THE MESHES OF SYLLOGISMS; AND WHAT IS WORSE THAN ALL, HE IS GREATLY SKILLED IN THE MAGIC ART. AND THEREFORE, I FEAR, TEST HAPLY, BEING SO STRONGLY FORTIFIED ON EVERY SIDE, HE SHALL BE THOUGHT TO BE DEFENDING THE TRUTH, WHILST HE IS ALLEGING FALSEHOODS, IN THE PRESENCE OF THOSE WHO DO NOT KNOW HIM. FOR NEITHER SHOULD WE OURSELVES HAVE BEEN ABLE TO ESCAPE FROM HIM, AND TO BE [SEXLESSLY] CONVERTED TO THE LORD, HAD IT NOT BEEN THAT, WHILE WE WERE HIS ASSISTANTS, AND THE SHARERS OF HIS ERRORS, WE HAD ASCERTAINED THAT HE WAS A DECEIVER AND A MAGICIAN."
CHAPTER VI. SIMON MAGUS: HIS WICKEDNESS.
[bookmark: P1651_434327]WHEN NICETA HAD THUS SPOKEN, AQUILA ALSO, ASKING THAT HE MIGHT BE PERMITTED TO SPEAK, PROCEEDED IN MANNER FOLLOWING: "RECEIVE, I ENTREAT THEE, MOST EXCELLENT PETER, THE ASSURANCE OF MY LOVE TOWARDS THEE; FOR INDEED I ALSO AM EXTREMELY ANXIOUS ON THY ACCOUNT. AND DO NOT BLAME US IN THIS, FOR INDEED TO BE CONCERNED FOR ANY ONE COMETH OF AFFECTION; WHEREAS TO BE INDIFFERENT IS NO LESS THAN HATRED. BUT I CALL GOD TO WITNESS THAT I FEEL FOR THEE, NOT AS KNOWING THEE TO BE WEAKER IN DEBATE, FOR INDEED I WAS NEVER PRESENT AT ANY DISPUTE IN WHICH THOU WERT ENGAGED, BUT BECAUSE I WELL KNOW THE IMPIETIES OF THIS MAN, I THINK OF THY REPUTATION, AND AT THE SAME TIME THE SOULS OF THE HEARERS, AND ABOVE ALL, THE INTERESTS OF THE TRUTH ITSELF. FOR THIS MAGICIAN IS VEHEMENT TOWARDS ALL THINGS THAT HE WISHES, AND WICKED ABOVE MEASURE. FOR IN ALL THINGS WE KNOW HIM WELL, SINCE FROM BOYHOOD WE HAVE BEEN ASSISTANTS AND MINISTERS OF HIS WICKEDNESS; AND HAD NOT THE LOVE OF GOD RESCUED IS FROM HIM, WE SHOULD EVEN NOW BE ENGAGED IN THE SAME EVIL DEEDS WITH HIM. BUT A CERTAIN INBORN LOVE TOWARDS GOD RENDERED HIS WICKEDNESS HATEFUL TO US, AND THE WORSHIP OF GOD ATTRACTIVE TO US. WHENCE I THINK ALSO THAT IT WAS THE WORK OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE, THAT WE, BEING FIRST MADE HIS ASSOCIATES, SHOULD TAKE KNOWLEDGE IN WHAT MANNER OR BY WHAT ART THE EFFECTS THE PRODIGIES WHICH HE SEEMS TO WORK. FOR WHO IS THERE THAT WOULD NOT BE ASTONISHED AT THE WONDERFUL THINGS WHICH HE DOES? WHO WOULD NOT THINK THAT HE WAS A GOD COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN? FOR MYSELF, I CONFESS, IF I HAD NOT KNOWN HIM INTIMATELY, AND HAD TAKEN PART IN HIS DOINGS, I WOULD EASILY HAVE BEEN CARRIED AWAY WITH HIM. WHENCE IT WAS NO GREAT THING FOR US TO BE SEPARATED FROM HIS SOCIETY, KNOWING AS WE DID THAT HE DEPENDS UPON MAGIC ARTS AND WICKED DEVICES. BUT IF THOU ALSO THYSELF WISH TO KNOW ALL ABOUT HIM-WHO, WHAT, AND WHENCE HE IS, AND BOW HE CONTRIVES WHAT HE DOES-THEN LISTENS"
CHAPTER VII. SIMON MAGUS: HIS HISTORY.
[bookmark: P1654_435051]"THIS SIMON'S FATHER WAS ANTONIUS, AND HIS MOTHER RACHEL. BY NATION HE IS A SAMARITAN, FROM A VILLAGE OF THE GETTONES; BY PROFESSION A MAGICIAN YET EXCEEDINGLY WELL TRAINED IN THE GREEK LITERATURE; DESIROUS OF GLORY, AND BOASTING ABOVE ALL THE HUMAN RACE, SO THAT HE WISHES HIMSELF TO BE BELIEVED TO BE AN EXALTED POWER, WHICH IS ABOVE GOD THE CREATOR, AND TO BE THOUGHT TO BE THE CHRIST, AND TO BE CALLED THE STANDING ONE. AND HE USES THIS NAME AS IMPLYING THAT HE CAN NEVER BE DISSOLVED, ASSERTING THAT HIS FLESH IS SO COMPACTED BY THE POWER OF HIS DIVINITY, THAT IT CAN ENDURE TO ETERNITY. HENCE, THEREFORE, HE IS CALLED THE STANDING ONE, AS THOUGH HE CANNOT FALL BY ANY CORRUPTION."
CHAPTER VIII. SIMON MAGUS: HIS HISTORY.
[bookmark: P1659_436504]"FOR AFTER THAT JOHN THE BAPTIST WAS KILLED, AS YOU YOURSELF ALSO KNOW, WHEN DOSITHEUS HAD BROACHED HIS HERESY, WITH THIRTY OTHER CHIEF DISCIPLES, AND ONE WOMAN, WHO WAS CALLED LUNA WHENCE ALSO THESE THIRTY APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN APPOINTED WITH REFERENCE TO THE NUMBER OF THE DAYS, ACCORDING TO THE COURSE OF THE MOON-THIS SIMON AMBITIOUS OF EVIL GLORY, AS WE HAVE SAID, GOES TO DOSITHEUS, AND PRETENDING FRIENDSHIP, ENTREATS HIM, THAT IF ANY ONE OF THOSE THIRTY SHOULD DIE, HE SHOULD STRAIGHTWAY SUBSTITUTE HIM IN ROOM OF THE DEAD: FOR IT WAS CONTRARY TO THEIR RULE EITHER TO EXCEED THE FIXED NUMBER, OR TO ADMIT ANY ONE WHO WAS UNKNOWN, OR NOT YET PROVED; WHENCE ALSO THE REST, DESIRING TO BECOME WORTHY OF THE PLACE AND NUMBER, ARE EAGER IN EVERY WAY TO PLEASE, ACCORDING TO THE INSTITUTIONS OF THEIR SECT EACH ONE OF THOSE WHO ASPIRE AFTER ADMITTANCE INTO THE NUMBER, HOPING THAT HE MAY BE DEEMED WORTHY TO BE PUT INTO THE PLACE OF THE DECEASED, WHEN, AS WE HAVE SAID, ANY ONE DIES. THEREFORE DOSITHEUS, BEING GREATLY URGED BY THIS MAN, INTRODUCED SIMON WHEN A VACANCY OCCURRED AMONG THE NUMBER."
CHAPTER IX. SIMON MAGUS: HIS PROFESSION.
[bookmark: P1663_439150]"BUT NOT LONG AFTER HE FELL IN LOVE WITH THAT WOMAN WHOM THEY CALL LUNA; AND HE CONFIDED ALL THINGS TO US AS HIS FRIENDS: HOW HE WAS A MAGICIAN, AND HOW HE LOVED LUNA, AND HOW, BEING DESIROUS OF GLORY, HE WAS UNWILLING TO ENJOY HER INGLORIOUSLY, BUT THAT HE WAS WAITING PATIENTLY TILL HE COULD ENJOY HER HONOURABLY; YET SO IF WE ALSO WOULD CONSPIRE WITH HIM TOWARDS THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF HIS DESIRES. AND HE PROMISED THAT, AS A REWARD OF THIS SERVICE, HE WOULD CAUSE US TO BE INVESTED WITH THE HIGHEST HONOURS, AND WE SHOULD BE BELIEVED BY MEN TO BE GODS; `ONLY, HOWEVER, ON CONDITION, 'SAYS HE, `THAT YOU CONFER THE CHIEF PLACE UPON ME, SIMON, WHO BY MAGIC ART AM ABLE TO SHOW MANY SIGNS AND PRODIGIES, BY MEANS OF WHICH EITHER MY GLORY OR OUR SECT MAY BE ESTABLISHED. FOR I AM ABLE TO RENDER MYSELF INVISIBLE TO THOSE WHO WISH TO LAY HOLD OF ME, AND AGAIN TO BE VISIBLE WHEN I AM WILLING TO BE SEEN. IF I WISH TO FLEE, I CAN DIG THROUGH THE MOUNTAINS, AND PASS THROUGH ROCKS AS IF THEY WERE CLAY. IF I SHOULD THROW MYSELF HEADLONG FROM A LOFTY MOUNTAIN, I SHOULD BE BORNE UNHURT TO THE EARTH, AS IF I WERE HELD UP; WHEN BOUND, I CAN LOOSE MYSELF, AND BIND THOSE WHO HAD BOUND ME; BEING SHUT UP IN PRISON, I CAN MAKE THE BARRIERS OPEN OF THEIR OWN ACCORD; I CAN RENDER STATUES ANIMATED, SO THAT THOSE WHO SEE SUPPOSE THAT THEY ARE MEN. I CAN MAKE NEW TREES SUDDENLY SPRING UP, AND PRODUCE SPROUTS AT ONCE. I CAN THROW MYSELF INTO THE FIRE, AND NOT BE BURNT; I CAN CHANGE MY COUNTENANCE, SO THAT I CANNOT BE RECOGNIZED; BUT I CAN SHOW PEOPLE THAT I HAVE TWO FACES. I SHALL CHANGE MYSELF INTO A SHEEP OR A GOAT; I SHALL MAKE A BEARD TO GROW UPON LITTLE BOYS; I SHALL ASCEND BY FLIGHT INTO THE AIR; I SHALL EXHIBIT ABUNDANCE OF GOLD, AND SHALL MAKE AND UNMAKE KINGS. I SHALL BE WORSHIPPED AS GOD; I SHALL HAVE DIVINE HONOURS PUBLICLY ASSIGNED TO ME, SO THAT AN IMAGE OF ME SHALL BE SET UP, AND I SHALL BE WORSHIPPED AND ADORED AS GOD. AND WHAT NEED OF MORE WORDS? WHATEVER I WISH, THAT I SHALL BE ABLE TO DO. FOR ALREADY I HAVE ACHIEVED MANY THINGS BY WAY OF EXPERIMENT. IN SHORT, 'SAYS HE, `ONCE WHEN MY MOTHER RACHEL ORDERED ME TO GO TO THE FIELD TO REAP, AND I SAW A SICKLE LYING, I ORDERED IT TO GO AND REAP; AND IT REAPED TEN TIMES MORE THAN THE OTHERS. LATELY, I PRODUCED MANY NEW SPROUTS FROM THE EARTH, AND MADE THEM BEAR LEAVES AND PRODUCE FRUIT IN A MOMENT; AND THE NEAREST MOUNTAIN I SUCCESSFULLY BORED THROUGH.'"
CHAPTER X. SIMON MAGUS: HIS DECEPTION.
[bookmark: P1666_439847]"BUT WHEN HE SPOKE THUS OF THE PRODUCTION OF SPROUTS AND THE PERFORATION OF THE MOUNTAIN, I WAS CONFOUNDED ON THIS ACCOUNT, BECAUSE HE WISHED TO DECEIVE EVEN US, IN WHOM HE SEEMED TO PLACE CONFIDENCE; FOR WE KNEW THAT THOSE THINGS BAD BEEN FROM THE DAYS OF OUR FATHERS, WHICH HE REPRESENTED AS HAVING BEEN DONE BY HIMSELF LATELY. WE THEN, ALTHOUGH WE HEARD THESE ATROCITIES FROM HIM, AND WORSE THAN THESE, YET WE FOLLOWED UP HIS CRIMES, AND SUFFERED OTHERS TO BE DECEIVED BY HIM, TELLING ALSO MANY LIES ON HIS BEHALF; AND THIS BEFORE HE DID ANY OF THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD PROMISED, SO THAT WHILE AS YET HE HAD DONE NOTHING, HE WAS BY SOME THOUGHT TO BE GOD." 
CHAPTER XI. SIMON MAGUS, AT THE HEAD OF THE SECT OF DOSITHEUS.
[bookmark: P1669_440953]"MEANTIME, AT THE OUTSET, AS SOON AS HE WAS RECKONED AMONG THE THIRTY DISCIPLES OF DOSITHEUS, HE BEGAN TO DEPRECIATE DOSITHEUS HIMSELF, SAYING THAT HE DID NOT TEACH PURELY OR PERFECTLY, AND THAT THIS WAS THE RESULT NOT OF ILL INTENTION, BUT. OF IGNORANCE. BUT DOSITHEUS, WHEN HE PERCEIVED THAT SIMON WAS DEPRECIATING HIM, FEARING LEST HIS REPUTATION AMONG MEN MIGHT BE OBSCURED (FOR HE HIMSELF WAS SUPPOSED TO BE THE STANDING ONE), MOVED WITH RAGE, WHEN THEY MET AS USUAL AT THE SCHOOL, SEIZED A ROD, AND BEGAN TO BEAT SIMON; HUT SUDDENLY THE ROD SEEMED TO PASS THROUGH HIS BODY, AS IF IT HAD BEEN SMOKE. ON WHICH DOSITHEUS, BEING ASTONISHED, SAYS TO HIM, `TELL ME IF THOU ART THE STANDING ONE, THAT I MAY ADORE THEE.' AND WHEN SIMON ANSWERED THAT HE WAS, THEN DOSITHEUS, PERCEIVING THAT HE HIMSELF WAS NOT THE STANDING ONE, FELL DOWN AND WORSHIPPED HIM, AND GAVE UP HIS OWN PLACE AS CHIEF TO SIMON, ORDERING ALL THE RANK OF THIRTY MEN TO OBEY HIM; HIMSELF TAKING THE INFERIOR PLACE WHICH SIMON FORMERLY OCCUPIED. NOT LONG AFTER THIS HE DIED."
CHAPTER XII. SIMON MAGUS AND LUNA.
[bookmark: P1673_442136]"THEREFORE, AFTER THE DEATH OF DOSITHEUS SIMON TOOK LUNA TO HIMSELF; AND WITH HER HE STILL GOES ABOUT, AS YOU SEE, DECEIVING MULTITUDES, AND ASSERTING THAT HE HIMSELF IS A CERTAIN POWER WHICH IS ABOVE GOD THE CREATOR, WHILE LUNA, WHO IS WITH HIM, HAS BEEN BROUGHT DOWN FROM THE HIGHER HEAVENS, AND THAT SHE IS WISDOM, THE MOTHER OF ALL THINGS, FOR WHOM, SAYS HE, THE GREEKS AND BARBARIANS CONTENDING, WERE ABLE IN SOME MEASURE TO SEE AN IMAGE OF HER; BUT OF HERSELF, AS SHE IS, AS THE DWELLER WITH THE FIRST AND ONLY GOD, THEY WERE WHOLLY IGNORANT. PROPOUNDING THESE AND OTHER THINGS OF THE SAME SORT, HE HAS DECEIVED MANY. BUT I OUGHT ALSO TO STATE THIS, WHICH I REMEMBER THAT I MYSELF SAW. ONCE, WHEN THIS LUNA OF HIS WAS IN A CERTAIN TOWER, A GREAT MULTITUDE HAD ASSEMBLED TO SEE HER, AND WERE STANDING AROUND THE TOWER ON ALL SIDES; BUT SHE WAS SEEN BY ALL THE PEOPLE TO LEAN FORWARD, AND TO LOOK OUT THROUGH ALL THE WINDOWS OF THAT TOWER. MANY OTHER WONDERFUL THINGS HE DID AND DOES; SO THAT MEN, BEING ASTONISHED AT THEM, THINK THAT HE HIMSELF IS THE GREAT GOD."
CHAPTER XIII. SIMON MAGUS: SECRET OF HIS MAGIC.
[bookmark: P1676_444721]"NOW WHEN NICETA AND I ONCE ASKED HIM TO EXPLAIN TO US HOW THESE THINGS COULD BE AFFECTED BY MAGIC ART, AND WHAT WAS THE NATURE OF THAT THING, SIMON BEGAN THUS TO EXPLAIN IT TO US AS HIS ASSOCIATES. `I HAVE, 'SAID HE, `MADE THE SOUL OF A BOY, UNSULLIED AND VIOLENTLY SLAIN, AND INVOKED BY UNUTTERABLE ADJURATIONS, TO ASSIST ME; AND BY IT ALL IS DONE THAT I COMMAND.' `BUT, 'SAID I `IS IT POSSIBLE FOR A SOUL TO DO THESE THINGS? 'HE ANSWERED: `I WOULD HAVE YOU KNOW THIS, THAT THE SOUL OF MAN HOLDS THE NEXT PLACE AFTER GOD, WHEN ONCE IT IS SET FREE FROM THE DARKNESS OF HIS BODY. AND IMMEDIATELY IT ACQUIRES PRESCIENCE: WHEREFORE IT IS INVOKED FOR NECROMANCY.' THEN I ANSWERED: `WHY, THEN, DO NOT THE SOULS OF PERSONS WHO ARE SLAIN TAKE VENGEANCE ON THEIR SLAYERS? '`DO YOU NOT REMEMBER, 'SAID HE, `THAT I TOLD YOU, THAT WHEN IT GOES OUT OF THE BODY IT ACQUIRES KNOWLEDGE OF THE FUTURE? '`I REMEMBER, 'SAID I. `WELL, THEN, 'SAID HE, `AS SOON AS IT GOES OUT OF THE BODY, IT IMMEDIATELY KNOWS THAT THERE IS A JUDGMENT TO COME, AND THAT EVERY ONE SHALL SUFFER PUNISHMENT FOR THOSE EVILS THAT HE HATH DONE; AND THEREFORE THEY ARE UNWILLING TO TAKE VENGEANCE ON THEIR SLAYERS, BECAUSE THEY THEMSELVES ARE ENDURING TORMENTS FOR THEIR OWN EVIL DEEDS WHICH THEY HAD DONE HERE, AND THEY KNOW THAT SEVERER PUNISHMENTS AWAIT THEM IN THE JUDGMENT. MOREOVER, THEY ARE NOT PERMITTED BY THE ANGELS WHO PRESIDE OVER THEM TO GO OUT, OR TO DO ANYTHING.' `THEN' I REPLIED, `IF THE ANGELS DO NOT PERMIT THEM TO COME HITHER, OR TO DO WHAT THEY PLEASE, HOW CAN THE SOULS OBEY THE MAGICIAN WHO INVOKES THEM? '`IT IS NOT, 'SAID HE, `THAT THEY GRANT INDULGENCE TO THE SOULS THAT ARE WILLING TO COME: BUT WHEN THE PRESIDING ANGELS ARE ADJURED BY ONE GREATER THAN THEMSELVES, THEY HAVE THE EXCUSE OF OUR VIOLENCE WHO ADJURE THEM, TO PERMIT THE SOULS WHICH WE INVOKE TO GO OUT: FOR THEY DO NOT SIN WHO SUFFER VIOLENCE, BUT WE WHO IMPOSE NECESSITY UPON THEM.' THEREUPON NICETA, NOT ABLE LONGER TO REFRAIN, HASTILY ANSWERED, AS INDEED I ALSO WAS ABOUT TO DO, ONLY I WISHED FIRST TO GET INFORMATION FROM HIM ON SEVERAL POINTS; BUT, AS I SAID, NICETA, ANTICIPATING ME, SAID: `AND DO YOU NOT FEAR THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, WHO DO VIOLENCE TO ANGELS, AND INVOKE SOULS, AND DECEIVE MEN, AND BARGAIN FOR DIVINE HONOUR TO YOURSELF FROM THEN? AND HOW DO YOU PERSUADE US THAT THERE SHALL BE NO JUDGMENT, AS SOME OF THE JEWS CONFESS, AND THAT SOULS ARE NOT IMMORTAL, AS MANY SUPPOSE, THOUGH YOU SEE THEM WITH YOUR VERY EYES, AND RECEIVE FROM THEM ASSURANCE OF THE DIVINE JUDGMENT? '"
CHAPTER XIV. SIMON MAGUS, PROFESSES TO BE GOD.
[bookmark: P1680_446030]"AT THOSE SAYINGS OF HIS SIMON GREW PALE; BUT AFTER A LITTLE, RECOLLECTING HIMSELF, HE THUS ANSWERED: `DO NOT THINK THAT I AM A MAN OF YOUR RACE. I AM NEITHER MAGICIAN, NOR LOVER OF LUNA, NOR SON OF ANTONIUS. FOR BEFORE MY MOTHER RACHEL AND HE CAME TOGETHER, SHE, STILL A VIRGIN, CONCEIVED ME, WHILE IT WAS IN MY POWER TO BE EITHER SMALL OR GREAT, AND TO APPEAR AS A MAN AMONG MEN. THEREFORE, I HAVE CHOSEN YOU FIRST AS MY FRIENDS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF TRYING YOU, THAT I MAY PLACE YOU FIRST IN MY HEAVENLY AND UNSPEAKABLE PLACES WHEN I SHALL HAVE PROVED YOU. THEREFORE, I HAVE PRETENDED TO BE A MAN, THAT I MIGHT MORE CLEARLY ASCERTAIN IF YOU CHERISH ENTIRE AFFECTION TOWARDS ME.' BUT WHEN I HEARD THAT, JUDGING HIM INDEED TO BE A WRETCH, YET WONDERING AT HIS IMPUDENCE; AND BLUSHING FOR HIM, AND AT THE SAME THEE FEARING LEST HE SHOULD ATTEMPT SOME EVIL AGAINST US, I BECKONED TO NICETA TO FEIGN FOR A LITTLE ALONG WITH ME, AND SAID TO HIM: `BE NOT ANGRY WITH US, CORRUPTIBLE MEN, O THOU INCORRUPTIBLE GOD, BUT RATHER ACCEPT OUR AFFECTION, AND OUR MIND WILLING TO KNOW WHO GOD IS; FOR WE DID NOT TILL NOW KNOW WHO THOU ART, NOR DID WE PERCEIVE THAT THOU ART HE WHOM WE WERE SEEKING.'"
CHAPTER XV. SIMON MAGUS, PROFESSED TO HAVE MADE A BOY OF AIR.
[bookmark: P1683_447266]"AS WE SPOKE THESE AND SUCH LIKE WORDS WITH LOOKS SUITED TO THE OCCASION, THIS MOST VAIN FELLOW BELIEVED THAT WE WERE DECEIVED; AND BEING THEREBY THE MORE ELATED, HE ADDED ALSO THIS: `I SHALL NOW BE PROPITIOUS TO YOU, FOR THE AFFECTION WHICH YOU BEAR TOWARDS ME AS GOD; FOR YOU LOVED ME WHILE YOU DID NOT KNOW ME, AND WERE SEEKING ME IN IGNORANCE. BUT I WOULD NOT HAVE YOU DOUBT THAT THIS IS TRULY TO BE GOD, WHEN ONE IS ABLE TO BECOME SMALL OR GREAT AS HE PLEASES; FOR I AM ABLE TO APPEAR TO MAN IN WHATEVER MANNER I PLEASE. NOW, THEN, I SHALL BEGIN TO UNFOLD TO YOU WHAT IS TRUE. ONCE ON A TIME, I, BY MY POWER, TURNING AIR INTO WATER, AND WATER AGAIN INTO BLOOD, AND SOLIDIFYING IT INTO FLESH, FORMED A NEW HUMAN CREATURE-A BOY-AND PRODUCED A MUCH NOBLER WORK THAN GOD THE CREATOR. FOR HE CREATED A MAN FROM THE EARTH, BUT I FROM AIR-A FAR MORE DIFFICULT MATTER; AND, AGAIN I UNMADE HIM AND RESTORED HIM TO AIR, BUT NOT UNTIL I HAD PLACED HIS PICTURE AND IMAGE IN MY BED-CHAMBER, AS A PROOF AND MEMORIAL OF MY WORK.' THEN WE UNDERSTOOD THAT HE SPOKE CONCERNING THAT BOY, WHOSE SOUL, AFTER HE HAD BEEN SLAIN BY VIOLENCE, HE MADE USE OF FOR THOSE SERVICES WHICH HE REQUIRED."
CHAPTER XVI. SIMON MAGUS: HOPELESSNESS OF HIS CASE.
[bookmark: P1687_449001]BUT PETER, HEARING THESE THINGS, SAID WITH TEARS: "GREATLY DO I WONDER AT THE INFINITE PATIENCE OF GOD, AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, AT THE AUDACITY OF HUMAN RASHNESS IN SOME. FOR WHAT FURTHER REASON CAN BE FOUND TO PERSUADE SIMON THAT GOD JUDGES THE UNRIGHTEOUS, SINCE HE PERSUADES HIMSELF THAT HE EMPLOYS THE OBEDIENCE OF SOULS FOR THE SERVICE OF HIS CRIMES? BUT, IN TRUTH, HE IS DELUDED BY DEMONS. YET, ALTHOUGH HE IS SURE BY THESE VERY THINGS THAT SOULS ARE IMMORTAL, AND ARE JUDGED FOR THE DEEDS WHICH THEY HAVE DONE, AND ALTHOUGH HE THINKS THAT HE REALLY SEES THOSE THINGS WHICH WE BELIEVE BY FAITH; THOUGH, AS I SAID, HE IS DELUDED BY DEMONS, YET HE THINKS THAT HE SEES THE VERY SUBSTANCE OF THE SOUL. HOW SHALL SUCH A MAN, I SAY, BE BROUGHT TO CONFESS EITHER THAT HE ACTS WICKEDLY WHILE HE OCCUPIES SUCH AN EVIL POSITION, OR THAT HE IS TO BE JUDGED FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH HE HATH DONE, WHO, KNOWING THE JUDGMENT OF GOD, DESPISES IT, AND SHOWS HIMSELF AN ENEMY TO GOD, AND DARES COMMIT SUCH HORRID THINGS? WHEREFORE IT IS CERTAIN, MY BRETHREN, THAT SOME OPPOSE THE TRUTH AND RELIGION OF GOD, NOT BECAUSE IT APPEARS TO THEM THAT REASON CAN BY NO MEANS STAND WITH FAITH, BUT BECAUSE THEY ARE EITHER INVOLVED IN EXCESS OF WICKEDNESS, OR PREVENTED BY THEIR OWN EVILS, OR ELATED BY THE SWELLING OF THEIR HEART, SO THAT THEY DO NOT EVEN BELIEVE THOSE THINGS WHICH THEY THINK THAT THEY SEE WITH THEIR OWN EYES."
CHAPTER XVII. MEN ENEMIES TO GOD.
[bookmark: P1690_450145]"BUT, INASMUCH AS INBORN AFFECTION TOWARDS GOD THE CREATOR SEEMED TO SUFFICE FOR SALVATION TO THOSE WHO LOVED HIM, THE ENEMY STUDIES TO PERVERT THIS AFFECTION IN MEN, AND TO RENDER THEM HOSTILE AND UNGRATEFUL TO THEIR CREATOR. FOR I CALL HEAVEN AND EARTH TO WITNESS, THAT IF GOD PERMITTED THE ENEMY TO RAGE AS MUCH AS HE DESIRES. ALL MEN SHOULD HAVE PERISHED LONG ERE NOW; BUT FOR HIS MERCY'S SAKE GOD DOTH NOT SUFFER HIM. BUT IF MEN WOULD TURN THEIR AFFECTION TOWARDS GOD, ALL WOULD DOUBTLESS BE SAVED, EVEN IF FOR SOME FAULTS THEY MIGHT SEEM TO BE CORRECTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS BUT NOW THE MOST OF MEN HAVE BEEN MADE ENEMIES OF GOD, WHOSE HEARTS THE WICKED ONE HAS ENTERED, AND HAS TURNED ASIDE TOWARDS HIMSELF THE AFFECTION WHICH GOD THE CREATOR HAD IMPLANTED IN THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE IT TOWARDS HIM. BUT OF THE REST, WHO SEEMED FOR A TIME TO BE WATCHFUL, THE ENEMY, APPEARING IN A PHANTASY OF GLORY AND SPLENDOR, AND PROMISING THEM CERTAIN GREAT AND MIGHTY THINGS, HAS CAUSED THEIR MIND AND HEART TO WANDER AWAY FROM GOD; YET IT IS FOR SOME JUST REASON THAT HE IS PERMITTED TO ACCOMPLISH THESE THINGS." 
CHAPTER XVIII. RESPONSIBILITY OF MEN.
[bookmark: P1694_452381]"TO THIS AQUILA ANSWERED: "HOW, THEN, ARE MEN IN FAULT, IF THE WICKED ONE, TRANSFORMING HIMSELF INTO THE BRIGHTNESS OF LIGHT, PROMISES TO MEN GREATER THINGS THAN THE CREATOR HIMSELF DOES? "THEN PETER ANSWERED: "I THINK," SAYS HE "THAT NOTHING IS MORE UNJUST THAN THIS; AND NOW LISTEN WHILE I TELL YOU HOW UNJUST IT IS. IF YOUR SON, WHOM YOU HAVE TRAINED AND NOURISHED WITH ALL CARE, AND BROUGHT TO MAN'S ESTATE, SHOULD BE UNGRATEFUL TO YOU, AND SHOULD LEAVE YOU AND GO TO ANOTHER, WHOM PERHAPS HE MAY HAVE SEEN TO BE RICHER, AND SHOULD SHOW TO HIM THE HONOUR WHICH HE OWED TO YOU, AND, THROUGH HOPE OF GREATER PROFIT, SHOULD DENY HIS BIRTH, AND REFUSE YOU YOUR PATERNAL RIGHTS, WOULD THIS SEEM TO YOU RIGHT OR WICKED? "THEN AQUILA ANSWERED: "IT IS MANIFEST TO ALL THAT IT WOULD BE WICKED." THEN PETER SAID: "IF YOU SAY THAT THIS WOULD BE WICKED AMONG MEN, HOW MUCH MORE SO IS IT IN THE CASE OF GOD, WHO, ABOVE ALL MEN, IS WORTHY OF HONOUR FROM MEN; WHOSE BENEFITS WE NOT ONLY ENJOY, BUT BY WHOSE MEANS AND POWER IT IS THAT WE BEGAN TO BE WHEN WE WERE NOT, AND WHOM, IF WE PLEASE, WE SHALL OBTAIN FROM HIM TO BE FOR EVER IN BLESSEDNESS! IN ORDER, THEREFORE, THAT THE UNFAITHFUL MAY BE DISTINGUISHED FROM THE FAITHFUL, AND THE PIOUS FROM THE IMPIOUS, IT HAS BEEN PERMITTED TO THE WICKED ONE TO USE THOSE ARTS BY WHICH THE AFFECTIONS OF EVERY ONE TOWARDS THE TRUE FATHER MAY BE PROVED. BUT IF THERE WERE IN TRUTH SOME STRANGE GOD, WERE IT RIGHT TO LEAVE OUR OWN GOD, WHO CREATED US, AND WHO IS OUR FATHER AND OUR MAKER, AND TO PASS OVER TO ANOTHER? ""GOD, FORBID!" SAID AQUILA. THEN SAID PETER: "HOW, THEN, SHALL WE SAY THAT THE WICKED ONE IS THE CAUSE OF OUR SIN, WHEN THIS IS DONE BY PERMISSION OF GOD, THAT THOSE MAY BE PROVED AND CONDEMNED IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, WHO, ALLURED BY GREATER PROMISES, HAVE ABANDONED THEIR DUTY TOWARDS THEIR TRUE FATHER AND CREATOR; WHILE THOSE WHO HAVE KEPT THE FAITH AND THE LOVE OF THEIR OWN FATHER, EVEN WITH POVERTY, IF SO IT HAS BEFALLEN, AND WITH TRIBULATION, MAY ENJOY HEAVENLY GIFTS AND IMMORTAL DIGNITIES IN HIS KINGDOM BUT WE SHALL EXPOUND THESE THINGS MORE CAREFULLY AT ANOTHER TIME. MEANTIME I DESIRE TO KNOW WHAT SIMON DID AFTER THIS."
CHAPTER XIX. DISPUTATION BEGUN.
[bookmark: P1698_457281]AND NICETA ANSWERED: "WHEN HE PERCEIVED THAT WE HAD FOUND HIM OUT, HAVING SPOKEN TO ONE ANOTHER CONCERNING HIS CRIMES WE LEFT HIM, AND CAME TO ZACCHAEUS, TELLING HIM THOSE SAME THINGS WHICH WE HAVE NOW TOLD TO YOU. BUT HE, RECEIVING US MOST KINDLY, AND INSTRUCTING US CONCERNING THE FAITH OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, ENROLLED US IN THE NUMBER OF THE FAITHFUL." WHEN NICETA HAD DONE SPEAKING, ZACCHAEUS, WHO HAD GONE OUT A LITTLE BEFORE, ENTERED, SAYING, "IT IS TIME, O PETER, THAT YON PROCEED TO THE DISPUTATION; FOR A GREAT CROWD, COLLECTED IN THE COURT OF THE HOUSE, IS AWAITING YOU, IN THE MIDST OF WHOM STANDS SIMON, SUPPORTED BY MANY ATTENDANTS." THEN PETER, WHEN HE HEARD THIS, ORDERING ME TO WITHDRAW FOR THE SAKE OF PRAYER (FOR I HAD NOT YET BEEN WASHED FROM THE SINS WHICH I HAD COMMITTED IN IGNORANCE), SAID TO THE REST, "BRETHREN, LET ITS PRAY THAT GOD, FOR HIS UNSPEAKABLE MERCY THROUGH HIS CHRIST, WOULD HELP ME GOING OUT ON BEHALF OF THE SALVATION OF MEN WHO HAVE BEEN CREATED BY HIM." HAVING SAID THIS, AT, IT HAVING PRAYED, HE WENT FORTH TO THE COURT OF THE HOUSE, IN WHICH A GREAT MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE WERE ASSEMBLED; AND WHEN HE SAW THEM ALL LOOKING INTENTLY ON HIM IN PROFOUND SILENCE, AND SIMON THE MAGICIAN STANDING IN THE MIDST OF THEM LIKE A STANDARD-BEARER, HE BEGAN IN MANNER FOLLOWING.
CHAPTER XX. THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS.
[bookmark: P1703_458877]"PEACE BE TO ALL OF YOU WHO ARE PREPARED TO GIVE YOUR RIGHT HANDS TO TRUTH: FOR WHOSOEVER ARE OBEDIENT TO IT SEEM INDEED THEMSELVES TO CONFER SOME FAVOR UPON GOD; WHEREAS THEY DO THEMSELVES OBTAIN FROM HIM THE GIFT OF HIS GREATEST BOUNTY, WALKING IN HIS PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. WHEREFORE THE FIRST DUTY OF ALL IS TO INQUIRE, INTO THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD AND HIS KINGDOM; HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT WE MAY BE TAUGHT TO ACT RIGHTLY; HIS KINGDOM, THAT WE MAY KNOW WHAT IS THE REWARD APPOINTED FOR LABOR AND PATIENCE; IN WHICH KINGDOM THERE IS INDEED A BESTOWAL OF ETERNAL GOOD THINGS UPON THE GOOD, BUT UPON THOSE WHO HAVE ACTED CONTRARY TO THE WILL OF GOD, A WORTHY INFLICTION OF PENALTIES IN PROPORTION TO THE DOINGS OF EVERY ONE. IT BECOMES YOU, THEREFORE, WHILST YOU ARE HERE, THAT IS, WHILST YOU ARE IN THE PRESENT LIFE, TO ASCERTAIN THE WILL OF GOD, WHILE THERE IS OPPORTUNITY ALSO OF DOING IT. FOR IF ANY ONE, BEFORE HE AMENDS HIS DOINGS, WISHES TO INVESTIGATE CONCERNING THINGS WHICH HE CANNOT DISCOVER, SUCH INVESTIGATION WILL BE FOOLISH AND INEFFECTUAL. FOR THE TIME IS SHORT, AND THE JUDGMENT OF GOD SHALL BE OCCUPIED WITH DEEDS, NOT QUESTIONS. THEREFORE, BEFORE ALL THINGS LET US INQUIRE INTO THIS, WHAT OR IN WHAT MANNER WE MUST ACT THAT WE MAY MERIT TO OBTAIN ETERNAL LIFE.
CHAPTER XXI. RIGHTEOUSNESS THE WAY TO THE KINGDOM.
[bookmark: P1707_460601]"FOR IF WE OCCUPY THE SHORT TIME OF THIS LIFE WITH VAIN AND USELESS QUESTIONS, WE SHALL WITHOUT DOUBT GO INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD EMPTY AND VOID OF GOOD WORKS, WHEN, AS I HAVE SAID, OUR WORKS SHALL BE BROUGHT INTO JUDGMENT. FOR EVERYTHING HAS ITS OWN TIME AND PLACE. THIS IS THE PLACE, THIS THE TIME OF WORKS; THE WORLD TO COME, THAT OF RECOMPENSES. THAT WE MAY NOT THEREFORE BE ENTANGLED, BY CHANGING THE ORDER OF PLACES AND TIMES, LET US INQUIRE, IN THE FIRST PLACE, WHAT IS THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD; SO THAT, LIKE PERSONS GOING TO SET OUT ON A JOURNEY, WE MAY BE FILLED WITH GOOD WORKS AS WITH ABUNDANT PROVISION, SO THAT WE MAY BE ABLE TO COME TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AS TO A VERY GREAT CITY. FOR TO THOSE WHO THINK ARIGHT, GOD IS MANIFEST EVEN BY THE OPERATIONS OF THE WORLD WHICH HE HAT MADE, USING THE EVIDENCE OF HIS CREATION; AND THEREFORE, SINCE THERE OUGHT TO BE NO DOUBT ABOUT GOD, WE HAVE NOW TO INQUIRE ONLY ABOUT HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HIS KINGDOM. BUT IF OUR MIND SUGGEST TO US TO MAKE ANY INQUIRY CONCERNING SECRET AND HIDDEN THINGS BEFORE WE INQUIRE INTO THE WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, WE OUGHT TO RENDER TO OURSELVES A REASON, BECAUSE IF ACTING WELL WE SHALL MERIT TO OBTAIN SALVATION: THEN, GOING TO GOD CHASTE AND CLEAN, WE SHALL BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND SHALL KNOW ALL THINGS THAT ARE SECRET AND HIDDEN, WITHOUT ANY CAVILING OF QUESTIONS; WHEREAS NOW, EVEN IF ANY ONE SHOULD SPEND THE WHOLE OF HIS LIFE IN INQUIRING INTO THESE THINGS, HE NOT ONLY SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO FIND THEM, BUT SHALL INVOLVE HIMSELF IN GREATER ERRORS, BECAUSE HE DID NOT FIRST ENTER THROUGH THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND STRIVE TO REACH THE HAVEN OF LIFE."
CHAPTER XXII. RIGHTEOUSNESS; WHAT IT IS.
[bookmark: P1711_462260]"AND THEREFORE, I ADVISE THAT HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS BE FIRST INQUIRED INTO, THAT, PURSUING OUR JOURNEY THROUGH IT, AND PLACED IN THE WAY OF TRUTH, WE MAY BE ABLE TO FIND THE TRUE PROPHET, RUNNING NOT WITH SWIFTNESS OF FOOT, BUT WITH GOODNESS OF WORKS, AND THAT, ENJOYING HIS GUIDANCE, WE MAY BE TRADER NO DANGER OF MISTAKING THE WAY. FOR IF UNDER HIS GUIDANCE WE SHALL MERIT TO ENTER THAT CITY TO WHICH WE DESIRE TO COME, ALL THINGS CONCERNING WHICH WE NOW INQUIRE WE SHALL SEE WITH OUR EYES, BEING MADE, AS IT WERE, HEIRS OF ALL THINGS. UNDERSTAND, THEREFORE, THAT THE WAY IS THIS COURSE OF OUR LIFE; THE TRAVELERS ARE THOSE WHO DO GOOD WORKS; THE GATE IS THE TRUE PROPHET, OF WHOM WE SPEAK; THE CITY IS THE KINGDOM IN WHICH DWELLS THE ALMIGHTY FATHER, WHOM ONLY THOSE CAN SEE WHO ARE OF PURE HEART. LET US NOT THEN THINK THE LABOR OF THIS JOURNEY HARD, BECAUSE AT THE END OF IT THERE SHALL BE REST. FOR THE TRUE PROPHET HIMSELF ALSO FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD, THROUGH THE COURSE OF TIME, HASTENS TO REST. FOR HE IS PRESENT WITH US AT ALL TIMES; AND IF AT ANY TIME IT IS NECESSARY, HE APPEARS AND CORRECTS US, THAT HE MAY BRING TO ETERNAL LIFE THOSE WHO OBEY HIM. THEREFORE, THIS IS MY JUDGMENT, AS ALSO IT IS THE PLEASURE OF THE TRUE PROPHET, THAT INQUIRY SHOULD FIRST BE MADE CONCERNING RIGHTEOUSNESS, BY THOSE ESPECIALLY WHO PROFESS THAT THEY KNOW GOD. IF THEREFORE ANY ONE HAS ANYTHING TO PROPOSE WHICH HE THINKS BETTER, LET HIM SPEAK; AND WHEN HE HAS SPOKEN, LET HIM HEAR, HUT WITH PATIENCE AND QUIETNESS: FOR IN ORDER TO THIS AT THE FIRST, BY WAY OF SALUTATION, I PRAYED FOR PEACE TO YOU ALL."
CHAPTER XXIII. SIMON REFUSES PEACE.
[bookmark: P1715_463480]TO THIS SIMON ANSWERED: "WE HAVE NO NEED OF YOUR PEACE; FOR IF THERE BE PEACE AND CONCORD, WE SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO MAKE ANY ADVANCE TOWARDS THE DISCOVERY OF TRUTH. FOR ROBBERS AND DEBAUCHEES HAVE PEACE AMONG THEMSELVES, AND EVERY WICKEDNESS AGREES WITH ITSELF; AND IF WE HAVE MET WITH THIS VIEW, THAT FOR THE SAKE OF PEACE WE SHOULD GIVE ASSENT TO ALL THAT IS SAID, WE SHALL CONFER NO BENEFIT UPON THE HEARERS; BUT. ON THE CONTRARY, WE SHALL IMPOSE UPON THEM, AND SHALL DEPART FRIENDS. WHEREFORE, DO NOT INVOKE PEACE, BUT RATHER BATTLE, WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF PEACE; AND IF YOU CAN, EXTERMINATE ERRORS. AND DO NOT SEEK FOR FRIENDSHIP OBTAINED BY UNFAIR ADMISSIONS; FOR THIS I WOULD HAVE YOU KNOW, ABOVE ALL, THAT WHEN TWO FIGHT WITH EACH OTHER, THEN THERE WILL BE PEACE WHEN ONE HAS BEEN DEFEATED AND HAS FALLEN. AND THEREFORE, FIGHT AS BEST YOU CAN, AND DO NOT EXPECT PEACE WITHOUT WAR, WHICH IS IMPOSSIBLE; OR IF IT CAN BE ATTAINED, SHOW US HOW."
CHAPTER XXIV. PETER'S EXPLANATION.
[bookmark: P1718_464405]TO THIS PETER ANSWERED: "HEAR WITH ALL ATTENTION, O MEN, WHAT WE SAY. LET US SUPPOSE THAT THIS WORLD IS A GREAT PLAIN, AND THAT FROM TWO STATES, WHOSE KINGS ARE AT VARIANCE WITH EACH OTHER, TWO GENERALS WERE SENT TO FIGHT: AND SUPPOSE THE GENERAL OF THE GOOD KING GAVE THIS COUNSEL, THAT BOTH ARMIES SHOULD WITHOUT BLOODSHED SUBMIT TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE BETTER KING, WHEREBY ALL SHOULD BE SAFE WITHOUT DANGER; BUT THAT THE OPPOSITE GENERAL SHOULD SAY, NO, BUT WE MUST FIGHT; THAT NOT HE WHO IS WORTHY, BUT WHO IS STRONGER, MAY REIGN, WITH THOSE WHO SHALL ESCAPE;-WHICH, I ASK YOU, WOULD YOU RATHER CHOOSE? I DOUBT NOT BUT THAT YOU WOULD GIVE YOUR HANDS TO THE BETTER KING, WITH THE SAFETY OF ALL. AND I DO NOT NOW WISH, AS SIMON SAYS THAT I DO, THAT ASSENT SHOULD BE GIVEN, FOR THE SAKE OF PEACE, TO THOSE THINGS THAT ARE SPOKEN AMISS BUT THAT TRUTH BE SOUGHT FOR WITH QUIETNESS AND ORDER.
CHAPTER XXV. PRINCIPLES ON WHICH THE DISCUSSION SHOULD BE CONDUCTED.
[bookmark: P1721_466773]"FOR SOME, IN THE CONTEST OF DISPUTATIONS, WHEN THEY PERCEIVE THAT THEIR ERROR IS CONFUTED, IMMEDIATELY BEGIN, FOR THE SAKE OF MAKING GOOD THEIR RETREAT, TO CREATE A DISTURBANCE, AND TO STIR UP STRIFE’S, THAT IT MAY NOT BE MANIFEST TO ALL THAT THEY ARE DEFEATED; AND THEREFORE I FREQUENTLY ENTREAT THAT THE INVESTIGATION OF THE MATTER IN DISPUTE MAY BE CONDUCTED WITH ALL PATIENCE AND QUIETNESS, SO THAT IF PERCHANCE ANYTHING SEEM TO BE NOT RIGHTLY SPOKEN, IT MAY BE ALLOWED TO GO BACK OVER IT, AND EXPLAIN IT MORE DISTINCTLY. FOR SOMETIMES A THING MAY BE SPOKEN IN ONE WAY AND HEARD IN ANOTHER, WHILE IT IS EITHER ADVANCED TOO OBSCURELY, OR NOT ATTENDED TO WITH SUFFICIENT CARE; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT I DESIRE THAT OUR CONVERSATION SHOULD BE CONDUCTED PATIENTLY, SO THAT NEITHER SHOULD THE ONE SNATCH IT AWAY FROM THE OTHER, NOR SHOULD THE UNSEASONABLE SPEECH OF ONE CONTRADICTING INTERRUPT THE SPEECH OF THE OTHER; AND THAT WE SHOULD NOT CHERISH THE DESIRE OF FINDING FAULT, BUT THAT WE SHOULD BE ALLOWED, AS I HAVE SAID, TO GO OVER AGAIN WHAT HAS NOT BEEN CLEARLY ENOUGH SPOKEN, THAT BY FAIREST EXAMINATION THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH MAY BECOME CLEARER. FOR WE OUGHT TO KNOW, THAT IF ANY ONE IS CONQUERED BY THE TRUTH, IT IS NOT HE THAT IS CONQUERED, BUT THE IGNORANCE WHICH IS IN HIM, WHICH IS THE WORST OF ALL DEMONS; SO THAT HE WHO CAN DRIVE IT OUT RECEIVES THE PALM OF SALVATION. FOR IT IS OUR PURPOSE TO BENEFIT THE HEARERS, NOT THAT WE MAY CONQUER BADLY, BUT THAT WE MAY BE WELL CONQUERED FOR THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE TRUTH. FOR IF OUR SPEECH, BE ACTUATED BY THE DESIRE OF SEEKING THE TRUTH, EVEN ALTHOUGH WE SHALL SPEAK ANYTHING IMPERFECTLY THROUGH HUMAN FRAILTY, GOD IN HIS UNSPEAKABLE GOODNESS WILL FILL UP SECRETLY IN THE UNDERSTANDINGS OF THE HEARERS THOSE THINGS THAT ARE LACKING. FOR HE IS RIGHTEOUS; AND ACCORDING TO THE PURPOSE OF EVERY ONE, HE ENABLES SOME TO FIND EASILY WHAT THEY SEEK, WHILE TO OTHERS HE RENDERS EVEN THAT OBSCURE WHICH IS BEFORE THEIR EYES. SINCE, THEN, THE WAY OF GOD IS THE WAY OF PEACE, LET US WITH PEACE SEEK THE THINGS WHICH ARE GOD'S. IF ANY ONE HAS ANYTHING TO ADVANCE IN ANSWER TO THIS, LET HIM DO SO; BUT IF THERE IS NO ONE WHO WISHES TO ANSWER, I SHALL BEGIN TO SPEAK, AND I MYSELF SHALL BRING FORWARD WHAT ANOTHER MAY OBJECT TO ME, AND SHALL REFUTE IT."
CHAPTER XXVI. SIMON'S INTERRUPTION.
[bookmark: P1725_467989]WHEN THEREFORE PETER HAD BEGUN TO CONTINUE HIS DISCOURSE, SIMON, INTERRUPTING HIS SPEECH, SAID: "WHY DO YOU HASTEN TO SPEAK WHATEVER YOU PLEASE? I UNDERSTAND YOUR TRICKS. YOU WISH TO BRING FORWARD THOSE MATTERS WHOSE EXPLANATION YOU HAVE WELL STUDIED, THAT YOU MAY APPEAR TO THE IGNORANT CROWD TO BE SPEAKING WELL; BUT I SHALL NOT ALLOW YOU THIS SUBTERFUGE. NOW THEREFORE, SINCE YOU PROMISE, AS A BRAVE MAN, TO ANSWER TO ALL THAT ANY ONE CHOOSES TO BRING FORWARD, BE PLEASED TO ANSWER ME IN THE FIRST PLACE." THEN PETER SAID: "I AM READY, ONLY PROVIDED THAT OUR DISCUSSION MAY BE WITH PEACE." THEN SIMON SAID: "DO NOT YOU SEE, O SIMPLETON, THAT IN PLEADING FOR PEACE YOU ACT IN OPPOSITION TO YOUR MASTER, AND THAT WHAT YOU PROPOSE IS NOT SUITABLE TO HIM WHO PROMISES THAT HE WILL OVERTHROW IGNORANCE? OR, IF YOU ARE RIGHT IN ASKING PEACE FROM THE AUDIENCE, THEN YOUR MASTER WAS WRONG IN SAYING, `I HAVE NOT COME TO SEND PEACE ON EARTH, BUT A SWORD.' FOR EITHER YOU SAY WELL, AND HE NOT WELL; OR ELSE, IF YOUR MASTER SAID WELL, THEN YOU NOT AT ALL WELL: FOR YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND THAT YOUR STATEMENT IS CONTRARY TO HIS, WHOSE DISCIPLE YOU PROFESS YOURSELF TO BE."
CHAPTER XXVII. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
[bookmark: P1730_468937]THEN PETER: "NEITHER HE WHO SENT ME DID AMISS IN SENDING A SWORD UPON THE EARTH, NOR DO I ACT CONTRARY TO HIM IN ASKING PEACE OF THE HEARERS. BUT YOU BOTH UNSKILLFULLY AND RASHLY FIND FAULT WITH WHAT YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND: FOR YOU HAVE HEARD THAT THE MASTER CAME NOT TO SEND PEACE ON EARTH; BUT THAT HE ALSO SAID, `BLESSED ARE THE PEACE-MAKERS, FOR THEY SHALL BE CALLED THE VERY SONS OF GOD, '21 YOU HAVE NOT HEARD. WHEREFORE MY SENTIMENTS ARE NOT DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF THE MASTER WHEN I RECOMMEND PEACE, TO THE KEEPERS OF WHICH HE ASSIGNED BLESSEDNESS." THEN SIMON SAID: "IN YOUR DESIRE TO ANSWER FOR YOUR MASTER, O PETER, YOU HAVE BROUGHT A MUCH MORE SERIOUS CHARGE AGAINST HIM, IF HE HIMSELF CAME NOT TO MAKE PEACE, YET ENJOINED UPON OTHERS TO KEEP IT. WHERE, THEN, IS THE CONSISTENCY OF THAT OTHER SAYING OF HIS, `IT IS ENOUGH FOR THE DISCIPLE THAT HE BE AS HIS MASTER? '"
CHAPTER XXVIII. CONSISTENCY OF CHRIST'S TEACHING.
[bookmark: P1733_470427]TO THIS PETER ANSWERED: "OUR MASTER, WHO WAS THE TRUE PROPHET, AND EVER MINDFUL OF HIMSELF, NEITHER CONTRADICTED HIMSELF, NOR ENJOINED UPON US ANYTHING DIFFERENT FROM WHAT HIMSELF PRACTICED. FOR WHEREAS HE SAID, `I AM NOT COME TO SEND PEACE ON EARTH, BUT A SWORD; AND HENCEFORTH YOU SHALL SEE FATHER SEPARATED FROM SON, SON FROM FATHER, HUSBAND FROM WIFE AND WIFE FROM HUSBAND, MOTHER FROM DAUGHTER AND DAUGHTER FROM MOTHER, BROTHER FROM BROTHER, FATHER-IN-LAW FROM DAUGHTER-IN-LAW FRIEND FROM FRIEND, 'ALL THESE CONTAIN THE DOCTRINE OF PEACE; AND; WILL TELL YOU HOW. AT THE BEGINNING OF HIS PREACHING, AS WISHING TO INVITE AND LEAD ALL TO SALVATION, AND INDUCE THEM TO BEAR PATIENTLY LABORS AND TRIALS, HE BLESSED THE POOR, AND PROMISED THAT THEY SHOULD OBTAIN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN FOR THEIR ENDURANCE OF POVERTY, IN ORDER THAT UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF SUCH A HOPE THEY MIGHT BEAR WITH EQUANIMITY THE WRIGHT OF POVERTY, DESPISING COVETOUSNESS; FOR COVETOUSNESS IS ONE, AND THE GREATEST, OF MOST PERNICIOUS SINS. BUT HE PROMISED ALSO THAT THE HUNGRY AND THE THIRSTY SHOULD BE SATISFIED WITH THE ETERNAL BLESSINGS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT BEAR POVERTY PATIENTLY, AND NOT BE LED BY IT TO UNDERTAKE ANY UNRIGHTEOUS WORK. IN LIKE MANNER. ALSO, HE SAID THAT THE PURE IN HEART ARE BLESSED, AND THAT THEREBY THEY SHOULD SEE GOD, IN ORDER THAT EVERY ONE DESIRING SO GREAT A GOOD MIGHT KEEP HIMSELF FROM EVIL AND POLLUTED THOUGHTS."
CHAPTER XXIX. PEACE AND STRIFE.
[bookmark: P1738_471878]"THUS, THEREFORE, OUR MASTER, INVITING HIS DISCIPLES TO PATIENCE, IMPRESSED UPON THEM THAT THE BLESSING OF PEACE WAS ALSO TO BE PRESERVED WITH THE LABOR OF PATIENCE. BUT, ON THE OTHER HAND, HE MOURNED OVER THOSE WHO LIVED IN RICHES AND LUXURY, WHO BESTOWED NOTHING UPON THE POOR; PROVING THAT THEY MUST RENDER AN ACCOUNT, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT PITY THEIR NEIGHBORS, EVEN WHEN THEY WERE IN POVERTY, WHOM THEY OUGHT TO I LOVE AS THEMSELVES. AND BY SUCH SAYINGS AS THESE HE BROUGHT SOME INDEED TO OBEY HIM, BUT OTHERS HE RENDERED HOSTILE. THE BELIEVERS THEREFORE, AND THE OBEDIENT, HE CHARGES TO HAVE PEACE AMONG THEMSELVES. AND SAYS TO THEM, `BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS, FOR THEY SHALL BE CALLED THE VERY SONS OF GOD.' BUT TO THOSE WHO NOT ONLY DID NOT BELIEVE, BUT SET THEMSELVES IN OPPOSITION TO HIS DOCTRINE, HE PROCLAIMS THE WAR OF THE WORD AND OF CONFUTATION, AND SAYS THAT `HENCEFORTH YE SHALL SEE SON SEPARATED FROM FATHER, AND HUSBAND FROM WIFE, AND DAUGHTER FROM MOTHER. AND BROTHER FROM BROTHER, AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAW FROM MOTHER-IN-LAW, AND A MAN'S FOES SHALL BE THEY OF HIS OWN HOUSE.' FOR IN EVERY HOUSE, WHEN THERE BEGINS TO BE A DIFFERENCE BETWIXT BELIEVER AND UNBELIEVER, THERE IS NECESSARILY A CONTEST: THE UNBELIEVERS, ON THE ONE HAND. FIGHTING AGAINST THE FAITH; AND THE BELIEVERS ON THE OTHER, CONFUTING THE OLD ERROR AND THE VICES OF SINS IN THEM."
CHAPTER XXX. PEACE TO THE SONS OF PEACE.
[bookmark: P1743_473092]"IN LIKE MANNER, ALSO, DURING THE LAST PERIOD OF HIS TEACHING, HE WAGES WAR AGAINST THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, CHARGING THEM WITH EVIL DEEDS AND UNSOUND DOCTRINE, AND WITH HIDING THE KEY OF KNOWLEDGE WHICH THEY HAD HANDED DOWN TO THEM FROM MOSES, BY WHICH THE GATE OF THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM MIGHT BE OPENED. BUT WHEN OUR MASTER SENT US FORTH TO PREACH, HE COMMANDED AS, THAT INTO WHATSOEVER CITY OR HOUSE WE SHOULD ENTER, WE SHOULD SAY, `PEACE BE TO THIS HOUSE.' `AND IF, 'SAID HE, `A SON OF PEACE BE THERE, YOUR PEACE SHALL COME UPON HIM; BUT IF THERE BE NOT, YOUR PEACE SHALL RETURN TO YOU.' ALSO, THAT, GOING OUT FROM THAT HOUSE OR CITY, WE SHOULD SHAKE OFF UPON THEM THE VERY DUST WHICH ADHERED TO OUR FEET. `BUT IT SHALL BE MORE TOLERABLE FOR THE LAND OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT THAN FOR THAT CITY OR HOUSE.' THIS INDEED HE COMMANDED TO BE DONE AT LENGTH, IF FIRST THE WORD OF TRUTH BE PREACHED IN THE CITY OR HOUSE, WHEREBY THEY WHO RECEIVE THE FAITH OF THE TRUTH MAY BECOME SONS OF PEACE AND SONS OF GOD; AND THOSE WHO WILL NOT RECEIVE IT MAY BE CONVICTED AS ENEMIES OF PEACE AND OF GOD."
CHAPTER XXXI. PEACE AND WAR.
[bookmark: P1747_474216]"THUS, THEREFORE, WE, OBSERVING THE COMMANDS OF OUR MASTER, FIRST OFFER PEACE TO OUR HEARERS, THAT THE WAY OF SALVATION MAY BE KNOWN WITHOUT ANY TUMULT. BUT IF ANY ONE DOES NOT RECEIVE THE WORDS OF PEACE, NOR ACQUIESCE IN THE TRUTH, WE KNOW HOW TO DIRECT AGAINST HIM THE WAR OF THE WORD, AND TO REBUKE HIM SHARPLY BY CONFUTING HIS IGNORANCE AND CHARGING HOME UPON HIM HIS SINS. THEREFORE, OF NECESSITY WE OFFER PEACE, THAT IF ANY ONE IS A SON OF PEACE, OUR PEACE MAY COME UPON HIM; BUT FROM HIM WHO MAKES HIMSELF AN ENEMY OF PEACE, OUR PEACE SHALL RETURN TO OURSELVES. WE DO NOT THEREFORE, AS YOU SAY, PROPOSE PEACE BY AGREEMENT WITH THE WICKED, FOR INDEED WE SHOULD STRAIGHTWAY HAVE GIVEN YOU THE RIGHT HAND; BUT ONLY IN ORDER THAT, THROUGH OUR DISCUSSING QUIETLY AND PATIENTLY, IT MIGHT BE MORE EASILY ASCERTAINED BY THE HEARERS WHICH IS THE TRUE SPEECH. BUT IF YOU DIFFER AND DISAGREE WITH YOURSELF, HOW SHALL YOU STAND? HE MUST OF NECESSITY FALL WHO IS DIVIDED IN HIMSELF; `FOR EVERY KINGDOM DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF SHALL NOT STAND.' IF YOU HAVE AUGHT TO SAY TO THIS, SAY ON."
CHAPTER XXXII. SIMON'S CHALLENGE.
[bookmark: P1751_475145]THEN SAID SIMON: "I AM ASTONISHED AT YOUR FOLLY. FOR YOU SO PROPOUND THE WORDS OF YOUR MASTER, AS IF IT WERE HELD TO BE CERTAIN CONCERNING HIM THAT HE IS A PROPHET; WHILE I CAN VERY EASILY PROVE THAT HE OFTEN CONTRADICTED HIMSELF. IN SHORT, I SHALL REFUTE YOU FROM THOSE WORDS WHICH YOU HAVE YOURSELF BROUGHT FORWARD. FOR YOU SAY, THAT HE SAID THAT EVERY KINGDOM OR EVERY CITY DIVIDED IN ITSELF SHALL NOT STAND; AND ELSEWHERE YOU SAY, THAT HE SAID THAT HE WOULD SEND A SWORD, THAT HE MIGHT SEPARATE THOSE WHO ARE IN ONE HOUSE, SO THAT SON SHALL BE DIVIDED FROM FATHER, DAUGHTER FROM MOTHER, BROTHER FROM BROTHER; SO THAT IF THERE BE FIVE IN ONE HOUSE, THREE SHALL BE DIVIDED AGAINST TWO, AND TWO AGAINST THREE. IF, THEN, EVERYTHING THAT IS DIVIDED FALLS, HE WHO MAKES DIVISIONS FURNISHES CAUSES OF FALLING; AND IF HE IS SUCH, ASSUREDLY HE IS WICKED. ANSWER THIS IF YOU CAN."
CHAPTER XXXIII. AUTHORITY.
[bookmark: P1755_476842]THEN PETER: "DO NOT RASHLY TAKE EXCEPTION, O SIMON, AGAINST THE THINGS WHICH YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND. IN THE FIRST PLACE, I SHALL ANSWER YOUR ASSERTION, THAT I SET FORTH THE WORDS OF MY MASTER, AND FROM THEM RESOLVE MATTERS ABOUT WHICH THERE IS STILL DOUBT. OUR LORD, WHEN HE SENT US APOSTLES TO PREACH, ENJOINED US TO TEACH ALL NATIONS THE THINGS WHICH WERE COMMITTED TO US. WE CANNOT THEREFORE SPEAK THOSE THINGS AS THEY WERE SPOKEN BY HIMSELF. FOR OUR COMMISSION IS NOT TO SPEAK, BUT TO TEACH THOSE THINGS, AND FROM THEM TO SHOW HOW EVERY ONE OF THEM RESTS UPON TRUTH. NOR, AGAIN, ARE WE PERMITTED TO SPEAK ANYTHING OF OUR OWN. FOR WE ARE SENT; AND OF NECESSITY HE WHO IS SENT DELIVERS THE MESSAGE AS HE HAS BEEN ORDERED, AND SETS FORTH THE WILL OF THE SENDER. FOR IF I SHOULD SPEAK ANYTHING DIFFERENT FROM WHAT HE WHO SENT ME ENJOINED ME, I SHOULD BE A FALSE APOSTLE, NOT SAYING WHAT I AM COMMANDED TO SAY, BUT WHAT SEEMS GOOD TO MYSELF. WHOEVER DOES THIS, EVIDENTLY WISHES TO SHOW HIMSELF TO BE BETTER THAN HE IS BY WHOM HE IS SENT, AND WITHOUT DOUBT IS A TRAITOR. IF, ON THE CONTRARY, HE KEEPS BY THE THINGS THAT HE IS COMMANDED, AND BRINGS FORWARD MOST CLEAR ASSERTIONS OF THEM, IT WILL APPEAR THAT HE IS ACCOMPLISHING THE WORK OF AN APOSTLE; AND IT IS BY STRIVING TO FULFIL THIS THAT I DISPLEASE YOU. BLAME ME NOT, THEREFORE, BECAUSE I BRING FORWARD THE WORDS OF HIM WHO SENT ME. BUT IF THERE IS AUGHT IN THEM THAT IS NOT FAIRLY SPOKEN, YOU HAVE LIBERTY TO CONFUTE ME; BUT THIS CAN IN NO WISE BE DONE, FOR HE IS A PROPHET, AND CANNOT BE CONTRARY TO HIMSELF. BUT IF YOU DO NOT THINK THAT HE IS A PROPHET, LET THIS BE FIRST INQUIRED INTO."
CHAPTER XXXIV. ORDER OF PROOF.
[bookmark: P1758_478283]THEN SAID SIMON: "I HAVE NO NEED TO LEARN THIS FROM YOU, BUT HOW THESE THINGS AGREE WITH ONE ANOTHER. FOR IF HE SHALL BE SHOWN TO BE INCONSISTENT, HE SHALL BE PROVED AT THE SAME TIME NOT TO BE A PROPHET." THEN SAYS PETER: "BUT IF I FIRST SHOW HIM TO BE A PROPHET, IT WILL FOLLOW THAT WHAT SEEMS TO BE INCONSISTENCY IS NOT SUCH. FOR NO ONE CAN BE PROVED TO BE A PROPHET MERELY BY CONSISTENCY, BECAUSE IT IS POSSIBLE FOR MANY TO ATTAIN THIS; BUT IF CONSISTENCY DOES NOT MAKE A PROPHET, MUCH MORE INCONSISTENCY DOES NOT. BECAUSE, THEREFORE, THERE ARE MANY THINGS WHICH TO SOME SEEM INCONSISTENT, WHICH YET HAVE CONSISTENCY IN THEM ON A MORE PROFOUND INVESTIGATION; AS ALSO OTHER THINGS WHICH SEEM TO HAVE CONSISTENCY, BUT WHICH, BEING MORE CAREFULLY DISCUSSED, ARE FOUND TO BE INCONSISTENT; FOR THIS REASON I DO NOT THINK THERE IS ANY BETTER WAY TO JUDGE OF THESE THINGS THAN TO ASCERTAIN IN THE FIRST INSTANCE WHETHER HE BE A PROPHET WHO HAS SPOKEN THOSE THINGS WHICH APPEAR TO BE INCONSISTENT. FOR IT IS EVIDENT THAT, IF HE BE FOUND A PROPHET, THOSE THINGS WHICH SEEM TO BE CONTRADICTORY MUST HAVE CONSISTENCY, BUT ARE MISUNDERSTOOD. CONCERNING THESE THINGS, THEREFORE, PROOFS WILL BE PROPERLY DEMANDED. FOR WE APOSTLES ARE SENT TO EXPOUND THE SAYINGS AND AFFIRM THE JUDGMENTS OF HIM WHO HAS SENT US; BUT WE ARE NOT COMMISSIONED TO SAY ANYTHING OF OUR OWN, BUT TO UNFOLD THE TRUTH, AS I HAVE SAID, OF HIS WORDS."
CHAPTER XXXV. HOW ERROR CANNOT STAND WITH TRUTH.
[bookmark: P1761_479388]THEN SIMON SAID: "INSTRUCT US, THEREFORE, HOW IT CAN BE CONSISTENT THAT HE WHO CAUSES DIVISIONS, WHICH DIVISIONS CAUSE THOSE WHO ARE DIVIDED TO FALL, CAN EITHER SEEM TO BE GOOD, OR TO HAVE COME FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN." THEN PETER SAID: "I WILL TELL YOU HOW OUR MASTER SAID THAT EVERY, KINGDOM AND EVERY HOUSE DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF CANNOT STAND; AND WHEREAS HE HIMSELF DID THIS, SEE HOW IT MAKES FOR SALVATION. BY THE WORD OF TRUTH, HE CERTAINLY DIVIDES THE KINGDOM OF THE WORLD, WHICH IS FOUNDED IN ERROR, AND EVERY HOME IN IT, THAT ERROR MAY FALL, AND TRUTH MAY REIGN. BUT IF IT HAPPENS TO ANY HOUSE, THAT ERROR, BEING INTRODUCED BY ANY ONE, DIVIDES THE TRUTH, THEN, WHERE ERROR HAS GAINED A FOOTING, IT IS CERTAIN THAT TRUTH CANNOT STAND." THEN SIMON SAID: "BUT IT IS UNCERTAIN WHETHER YOUR MASTER DIVIDES ERROR OR TRUTH." THEN PETER: "THAT BELONGS TO ANOTHER QUESTION; BUT IF YOU ARE AGREED THAT EVERYTHING WHICH IS DIVIDED FALLS, IT REMAINS THAT I SHOW, IF ONLY YOU WILL HEAR IN PEACE, THAT OUR JESUS HAS DIVIDED AND DISPELLED ERROR BY TEACHING TRUTH."
CHAPTER XXXVI. ALTERCATION.
[bookmark: P1765_480607]THEN SAID SIMON: "DO NOT REPEAT AGAIN AND AGAIN YOUR TALK OF PEACE, BUT EXPOUND BRIEFLY WHAT IT IS THAT YOU THINK OR BELIEVE." PETER ANSWERED: "WHY ARE YOU AFRAID OF HEARING FREQUENTLY OF PEACE? FOR DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT PEACE IS THE PERFECTION OF LAW? FOR WARS AND DISPUTES SPRING FROM SINS; AND WHERE THERE IS NO SIN, THERE IS PEACE OF SOUL; BUT WHERE THERE IS PEACE, TRUTH IS FOUND IN DISPUTATIONS, RIGHTEOUSNESS IN WORKS." THEN SIMON: "YOU SEEM TO ME NOT TO BE ABLE TO PROFESS WHAT YOU THINK." THEN PETER: "I SHALL SPEAK, BUT ACCORDING TO MY OWN JUDGMENT, NOT UNDER CONSTRAINT OF YOUR TRICKS. FOR I DESIRE THAT WHAT IS SALUTARY AND PROFITABLE BE BROUGHT TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL AND THEREFORE I SHALL NOT DELAY TO STATE IT AS BRIEFLY AS POSSIBLE. THERE IS ONE GOD; AND HE IS THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD. A RIGHTEOUS JUDGE, RENDERING TO EVERY ONE AT SOME TIME OR OTHER ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS. BUT NOW FOR THE ASSERTION OF THESE THINGS I KNOW THAT COUNTLESS THOUSANDS OF WORDS CAN BE CALLED FORTH."
CHAPTER XXXVII. SIMON'S SUBTLETY.
[bookmark: P1768_482038]THEN SIMON SAID: "I ADMIRE, INDEED, THE QUICKNESS OF YOUR WIT, YET I DO NOT EMBRACE THE ERROR OF YOUR FAITH. FOR YOU HAVE WISELY FORESEEN THAT YOU MAY BE CONTRADICTED; AND YOU HAVE EVEN POLITELY CONFESSED, THAT FOR THE ASSERTION OF THESE THINGS COUNTLESS THOUSANDS OF WORDS WILL BE CALLED FORTH, FOR NO ONE AGREES WITH THE PROFESSION OF YOUR FAITH. IN SHORT, AS TO THERE BEING ONE GOD, AND THE WORLD BEING HIS WORK, WHO CAN RECEIVE THIS DOCTRINE? NEITHER, I THINK, ANY ONE OF THE PAGANS, EVEN IF HE BE AN UNLEARNED MAN, AND CERTAINLY NO ONE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS; BUT NOT EVEN THE RUDEST AND MOST WRETCHED OF THE JEWS, NOR I MYSELF, WHO AM WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THEIR LAW." THEN PETER SAID: "PUT ASIDE THE OPINIONS OF THOSE WHO ARE NOT HERE, AND TELL US FACE TO FACE WHAT IS YOUR OWN." THEN SIMON SAID: "I CAN STATE WHAT I REALLY THINK; BUT THIS CONSIDERATION MAKES ME RELUCTANT TO DO SO, THAT IF I SAY WHAT IS NEITHER ACCEPTABLE TO YOU, NOR SEEMS RIGHT TO THIS UNSKILLED RABBLE, YOU INDEED, AS CONFOUNDED, WILL STRAIGHTWAY SHUT YOUR EARS, THAT THEY MAY NOT HE POLLUTED WITH BLASPHEMY, FORSOOTH, AND WILL TAKE TO FLIGHT BECAUSE YOU CANNOT FIND AN ANSWER; WHILE THE UNREASONING POPULACE WILL ASSENT TO YOU, AND EMBRACE YOU AS ONE TEACHING THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE COMMONLY RECEIVED AMONG THEM; AND WILL CURSE ME, AS PROFESSING THINGS NEW AND UNHEARD OF, AND INSTILLING MY ERROR INTO THE MINDS OF OTHERS."
CHAPTER XXXVIII. SIMON'S CREED.
[bookmark: P1772_483393]THEN PETER: "ARE NOT YOU MAKING USE OF LONG PREAMBLES, AS YOU ACCUSED US OF DOING, BECAUSE YOU HAVE NO TRUTH TO BRING FORWARD? FOR IF YOU HAVE, BEGIN WITHOUT CIRCUMLOCUTION, IF YOU HAVE SO MUCH CONFIDENCE. AND IF, INDEED, WHAT YOU SAY BE DISPLEASING TO ANY ONE OF THE HEARERS, HE WILL WITHDRAW; AND THOSE WHO REMAIN SHALL BE COMPELLED BY YOUR ASSERTION TO APPROVE WHAT IS TRUE. BEGIN, THEREFORE, TO EXPOUND WHAT SEEMS TO YOU TO BE RIGHT." THEN SIMON SAID: "I SAY THAT THERE ARE MANY GODS; BUT THAT THERE IS ONE INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND UNKNOWN TO ALL, AND THAT HE IS THE GOD OF ALL THESE GODS." THEN PETER ANSWERED: "THIS GOD WHOM YOU ASSERT TO HE INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND UNKNOWN TO ALL, CAN YOU PROVE HIS EXISTENCE FROM THE SCRIPTURES OF THE JEWS, WHICH ARE HELD TO BE OF AUTHORITY, OR FROM SOME OTHERS OF WHICH WE ARE ALL IGNORANT, OR FROM THE GREEK AUTHORS, OR FROM YOUR OWN WRITINGS? CERTAINLY, YOU ARE AT LIBERTY TO SPEAK FROM WHATEVER WRITINGS YOU PLEASE, YET SO THAT YOU FIRST SHOW THAT THEY ARE PROPHETIC; FOR SO THEIR AUTHORITY WILL BE HELD WITHOUT QUESTION."
CHAPTER XXXIX. ARGUMENT FOR POLYTHEISM.
[bookmark: P1783_485730]THEN SIMON SAID: "I SHALL MAKE USE OF ASSERTIONS FROM THE LAW OF THE JEWS ONLY. FOR IT IS MANIFEST TO ALL WHO TAKE INTEREST IN RELIGION, THAT THIS LAW IS OF UNIVERSAL AUTHORITY, YET THAT EVERY ONE RECEIVES THE UNDERSTANDING OF THIS LAW ACCORDING TO HIS OWN JUDGMENT. FOR IT HAS SO BEEN WRITTEN BY HIM WHO CREATED THE WORLD, THAT THE FAITH OF THINGS IS MADE TO DEPEND UPON IT. WHENCE, WHETHER ANY ONE WISHES TO BRING FORWARD TRUTH, OR ANY ONE TO BRING FORWARD FALSEHOOD, NO ASSERTION WILL BE RECEIVED WITHOUT THIS LAW. INASMUCH, THEREFORE, AS MY KNOWLEDGE IS MOST FULLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW, I RIGHTLY DECLARED THAT THERE ARE MANY GODS, OF WHOM ONE IS MORE EMINENT THAN THE REST, AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE, EVEN HE WHO IS GOD OF GODS. BUT THAT THERE ARE MANY GODS, THE LAW ITSELF INFORMS ME. FOR, IN THE FIRST PLACE, IT SAYS THIS IN THE PASSAGE WHERE ONE IN THE FIGURE OF A SERPENT SPEAKS TO EVE, THE FIRST WOMAN, `ON THE DAY YE EAT OF THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, YE SHALL BE AS GODS, ' THAT IS, AS THOSE WHO MADE MAN; AND AFTER THEY HAVE TASTED OF THE TREE, GOD HIMSELF TESTIFIES, SAYING TO THE REST OF THE GODS, `BEHOLD, ADAM IS BECOME AS ONE OF US; ' THUS, THEREFORE, IT IS MANIFEST THAT THERE WERE MANY GODS ENGAGED IN THE MAKING OF MAN. ALSO, WHEREAS AT THE FIRST GOD SAID TO THE OTHER GODS, `LET US MAKE MAN AFTER OUR IMAGE AND LIKENESS; ' ALSO HIS SAYING, `LET US DRIVE HIM OUT; ' AND AGAIN, `COME, LET US GO DOWN, AND CONFOUND THEIR LANGUAGE; ' ALL THESE THINGS INDICATE THAT THERE ARE MANY GODS. BUT THIS ALSO IS WRITTEN, `THOU SHALT NOT CURSE THE GODS, NOR CURSE THE CHIEF OF THY PEOPLE; ' AND AGAIN THIS WRITING, `GOD ALONE LED THEM, AND THERE WAS NO STRANGE GOD WITH THEM, ' SHOWS THAT THERE ARE MANY GODS. THERE ARE ALSO MANY OTHER TESTIMONIES WHICH MIGHT BE ADDUCED FROM THE LAW, NOT ONLY OBSCURE, BUT PLAIN, BY WHICH IT IS TAUGHT THAT THERE ARE MANY GODS. ONE OF THESE WAS CHOSEN BY LOT, THAT HE MIGHT BE THE GOD OF THE JEWS. BUT IT IS NOT OF HIM THAT I SPEAK, BUT OF THAT GOD WHO IS ALSO HIS GOD, WHOM EVEN THE JEWS THEMSELVES DID NOT KNOW. FOR HE IS NOT THEIR GOD, BUT THE GOD OF THOSE WHO KNOW HIM."
CHAPTER XL. PETER'S ANSWER.
[bookmark: P1787_486668]WHEN PETER HAD HEARD THIS, HE ANSWERED: "FEAR NOTHING, SIMON: FOR, BEHOLD, WE HAVE NEITHER SHUT OUR EARS, NOR FLED; BUT WE ANSWER WITH WORDS OF TRUTH TO THOSE THINGS WHICH YOU HAVE SPOKEN FALSELY, ASSERTING THIS FIRST, THAT THERE IS ONE GOD, EVEN THE GOD OF THE JEWS, WHO IS THE ONLY GOD, THE CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, WHO IS ALSO THE GOD OF ALL THOSE WHOM YOU CALL GODS. IF, THEN, I SHALL SHOW YOU THAT NONE IS SUPERIOR TO HIM, BUT THAT HE HIMSELF IS ABOVE ALL, YOU WILL CONFESS THAT YOUR ERROR IS ABOVE ALL." THEN SIMON SAID: "WHY, INDEED, THOUGH I SHOULD BE UNWILLING TO CONFESS IT, WOULD NOT THE HEARERS WHO STAND BY CHARGE ME WITH UNWILLINGNESS TO PROFESS THE THINGS THAT ARE TRUE? "
CHAPTER XLI. THE ANSWER, CONTINUED.
[bookmark: P1792_487984]"LISTEN, THEN," SAYS PETER, "THAT YOU MAY KNOW, FIRST OF ALL, THAT EVEN IF THERE ARE MANY GODS, AS YOU SAY, THEY ARE SUBJECT TO THE GOD OF THE JEWS, TO WHOM NO ONE IS EQUAL, THAN WHOM NO ONE CAN BE GREATER; FOR IT IS WRITTEN THAT THE PROPHET MOSES THUS SPOKE TO THE JEWS: `THE LORD YOUR GOD IS THE GOD OF GODS, AND THE LORD OF LORDS, THE GREAT GOD.' THUS, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE MANY THAT ARE CALLED GODS, YET HE WHO IS THE GOD OF THE JEWS IS ALONE CALLED THE GOD OF GODS. FOR NOT EVERY ONE THAT IS CALLED GOD IS NECESSARILY GOD. INDEED, EVEN MOSES IS CALLED A GOD TO PHARAOH, AND IT IS CERTAIN THAT HE WAS A MAN; AND JUDGES WERE CALLED GODS, AND IT IS EVIDENT THAT THEY WERE MORTAL. THE IDOLS ALSO OF THE GENTILES ARE CALLED GODS, AND WE ALL KNOW THAT THEY ARE NOT; BUT THIS HAS BEEN INFLICTED AS A PUNISHMENT ON THE WICKED, THAT BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT ACKNOWLEDGE THE TRUE GOD, THEY SHOULD REGARD AS GOD WHATEVER FORM OR IMAGE SHOULD OCCUR TO THEM. BECAUSE THEY REFUSED TO RECEIVE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ONE WHO, AS I SAID, IS GOD OF ALL, THEREFORE IT IS PERMITTED TO THEM TO HAVE AS GODS THOSE WHO CAN DO NOTHING FOR THEIR WORSHIPPERS. FOR WHAT CAN EITHER DEAD IMAGES OR LIVING CREATURES CONFER UPON MEN, SINCE THE POWER OF ALL THINGS IS WITH ONE?
CHAPTER XLII. GUARDIAN ANGELS.
[bookmark: P1797_490153]"THEREFORE THE NAME GOD IS APPLIED IN THREE WAYS: EITHER BECAUSE HE TO WHOM IT IS GIVEN IS TRULY GOD, OR BECAUSE BE IS THE SERVANT OF HIM WHO IS TRULY; AND FOR THE HONOR OF THE SENDER, THAT HIS AUTHORITY MAY BE FULL, HE THAT IS SENT IS CALLED BY THE NAME OF HIM WHO SENDS, AS IS OFTEN DONE IN RESPECT OF ANGELS: FOR WHEN THEY APPEAR TO A MAN, IF HE IS A WISE AND INTELLIGENT MAN, HE ASKS THE NAME OF HIM WHO APPEARS TO HIM, THAT HE MAY ACKNOWLEDGE AT ONCE THE HONOR OF THE SENT, AND THE AUTHORITY OF THE SENDER. FOR EVERY NATION HAS AN ANGEL, TO WHOM GOD HAS COMMITTED THE GOVERNMENT OF THAT NATION; AND WHEN ONE OF THESE APPEARS, ALTHOUGH HE BE THOUGHT AND CALLED GOD BY THOSE OVER WHOM HE PRESIDES, YET, BEING ASKED, HE DOES NOT GIVE SUCH TESTIMONY TO HIMSELF. FOR THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], WHO ALONE HOLDS THE POWER OF ALL THINGS, HAS DIVIDED ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH INTO SEVENTY-TWO PARTS, AND OVER THESE HE HATH APPOINTED ANGELS AS PRINCES. BUT TO THE ONE AMONG THE ARCHANGELS WHO IS GREATEST, WAS COMMITTED THE GOVERNMENT OF THOSE WHO, BEFORE ALL OTHERS, RECEIVED THE WORSHIP AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. BUT HOLY MEN ALSO, AS WE HAVE SAID, ARE MADE GODS TO THE WICKED, AS HAVING RECEIVED THE POWER OF LIFE AND DEATH OVER THEM, AS WE MENTIONED ABOVE WITH RESPECT TO MOSES AND THE JUDGES. WHEREFORE IT IS ALSO WRITTEN CONCERNING THEM, `THOU SHALT NOT CURSE THE GODS, AND THOU SHALT NOT CURSE THE PRINCE OF THY PEOPLE.' THUS, THE PRINCES OF THE SEVERAL NATIONS ARE CALLED GODS. BUT CHRIST IS GOD OF PRINCES, WHO IS JUDGE OF ALL. THEREFORE, NEITHER ANGELS, NOR MEN, NOR ANY CREATURE, CAN BE TRULY GODS, FORASMUCH AS THEY ARC PLACED UNDER AUTHORITY, BEING CREATED AND CHANGEABLE: ANGELS, FOR THEY WERE NOT, AND ARE; MEN, FOR THEY ARE MORTAL; AND EVERY CREATURE, FOR IT IS CAPABLE OF DISSOLUTION, IF ONLY HE DISSOLVE IT WHO MADE IT. AND THEREFORE, HE ALONE IS THE TRUE GOD, WHO NOT ONLY HIMSELF LIVES, BUT ALSO BESTOWS LIFE UPON OTHERS, WHICH HE CAN ALSO TAKE AWAY WHEN IT PLEASES HIM.
CHAPTER XLIII. NO GOD, BUT JEHOVAH [THIS IS THE MOST-HIGH TITLE OR HIGHEST TITLE OF THE LORD].
[bookmark: P1803_491308]"WHEREFORE THE SCRIPTURE EXCLAIMS IN NAME OF THE GOD OF THE JEWS, SAYING, `BEHOLD, BEHOLD, SEEING THAT I AM GOD, AND THERE IS NONE ELSE BESIDES ME, I WILL KILL, AND I WILL MAKE ALIVE; I WILL SMITE, AND I WILL HEAL; AND THERE IS NONE WHO CAN DELIVER OUT OF MY HANDS.' SEE THEREFORE HOW, BY SOME INEFFABLE VIRTUE, THE SCRIPTURE, OPPOSING THE FUTURE ERRORS OF THOSE WHO SHOULD AFFIRM THAT EITHER IN HEAVEN OR ON EARTH THERE IS ANY OTHER GOD BESIDES HIM WHO IS THE GOD OF THE JEWS, DECIDES THUS: `THE LORD YOUR GOD IS ONE GOD, IN HEAVEN ABOVE, AND IN THE EARTH BENEATH; AND BESIDES HIM THERE IS NONE ELSE.' HOW, THEN, HAST THOU DARED TO SAY THAT THERE IS ANY OTHER GOD BESIDES HIM WHO IS THE GOD OF THE JEWS? AND AGAIN, THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, `BEHOLD, TO THE LORD THY GOD BELONG THE HEAVEN, AND THE HEAVEN OF HEAVENS, THE EARTH, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE IN THEM: NEVERTHELESS, I HAVE CHOSEN YOUR FATHERS, THAT I MIGHT LOVE THEM, AND YOU AFTER THEM.' THUS, THAT JUDGMENT IS SUPPORTED BY THE SCRIPTURE ON EVERY SIDE, THAT HE WHO CREATED THE WORLD IS THE TRUE AND ONLY GOD.
CHAPTER XLIV. THE SERPENT, THE AUTHOR OF POLYTHEISM.
[bookmark: P1813_492807]"BUT EVEN IF THERE BE OTHERS, AS WE HAVE SAID, WHO ARE CALLED GODS, THEY ARE UNDER THE POWER OF THE GOD OF THE JEWS; FOR THUS SAITH THE SCRIPTURE TO THE JEWS, `THE LORD OUR GOD, HE IS GOD OF GODS, AND LORD OF LORDS.' HIM ALONE THE SCRIPTURE ALSO COMMANDS TO BE WORSHIPPED, SAYING, `THOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD THY GOD, AND HIM ONLY SHALL THOU SERVE; ' AND, `HEAR, O ISRAEL: THE LORD THY GOD IS ONE GOD.' YEA, ALSO THE SAINTS, FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD, AND BEDEWED WITH THE DROPS OF HIS MERCY, CRIED OUT, SAYING, `WHO IS LIKE UNTO THEE AMONG THE GODS? O LORD, WHO IS LIKE UNTO THEE? ' AND AGAIN, `WHO IS GOD, BUT THE LORD; AND WHO IS GOD, BUT OUR LORD? ' THEREFORE MOSES, WHEN HE SAW THAT THE PEOPLE WERE ADVANCING, BY DEGREES INITIATED THEM IN THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE MONARCHY AND THE FAITH OF ONE GOD, AS HE SAYS IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS: `THOU SHALT NOT MAKE NEGATION OF THE NAMES OF OTHER GODS;' DOUBTLESS REMEMBERING WITH WHAT PENALTY THE SERPENT WAS VISITED, WHICH HAD FIRST NAMED GODS. FOR IT IS CONDEMNED TO FEED UPON DUST, AND IS JUDGED WORTHY OF SUCH FOOD, FOR THIS CAUSE. THAT IT FIRST OF ALL INTRODUCED THE NAME OF GODS INTO THE WORLD. BUT IF YOU ALSO WISH TO INTRODUCE MANY GODS, SEE THAT YOU PARTAKE NOT THE SERPENT'S DOOM.
CHAPTER XLV. POLYTHEISM INEXCUSABLE.
[bookmark: P1818_494306]"FOR BE SURE OF THIS. THAT YOU SHALL NOT HAVE US PARTICIPATORS IN THIS ATTEMPT; NOR WILL WE SUFFER OURSELVES TO BE DECEIVED BY YOU. FOR IT WILL NOT SERVE US FOR AN EXCUSE IN THE JUDGMENT, IF WE SAY THAT YOU DECEIVED US; BECAUSE NEITHER COULD IT EXCUSE THE FIRST WOMAN, THAT SHE HAD UNHAPPILY BELIEVED THE SERPENT; BUT SHE WAS CONDEMNED TO DEATH, BECAUSE SHE BELIEVED BADLY. FOR THIS CAUSE THEREFORE, MOSES, ALSO COMMENDING THE FAITH OF ONE GOD TO THE PEOPLE, SAYS, `TAKE HEED TO THYSELF, THAT THOU BE NOT SEDUCED FROM THE LORD THY GOD.' OBSERVE THAT HE MAKES USE OF THE SAME WORD WHICH THE FIRST WOMAN ALSO MADE USE OF IN EXCUSING HERSELF, SAYING THAT SHE WAS SEDUCED; BUT IT PROFITED HER NOTHING. BUT OVER AND ABOVE ALL THIS, EVEN IF SOME TRUE PROPHET SHOULD ARISE, WHO SHOULD PERFORM SIGNS AND MIRACLES, BUT SHOULD WISH TO PERSUADE US TO WORSHIP OTHER GODS BESIDES THE GOD OF THE JEWS, WE SHOULD NEVER BE ABLE TO BELIEVE HIM. FOR SO THE DIVINE LAW HAS TAUGHT US, HANDING DOWN A SECRET INJUNCTION MORE PURELY BY MEANS OF TRADITION, FOR THUS IT SAITH: `IF THERE ARISE AMONG YOU A PROPHET, OR ONE DREAMING A DREAM, AND GIVE YOU SIGNS OR WONDERS, AND THESE SIGNS OR WONDERS COME TO PASS, AND HE SAY TO YOU, LET US GO AND WORSHIP STRANGE GODS, WHOM YE KNOW NOT; YE SHALL NOT HEAR THE WORDS OF THAT PROPHET, NOR THE DREAM OF THAT DREAMER, BECAUSE PROVING HE HATH PROVED YOU, THAT HE MAY SEE IF YE LOVE THE `LORD YOUR GOD.'
CHAPTER XLVI. CHRIST ACKNOWLEDGED THE GOD OF THE JEWS.
[bookmark: P1823_495615]"WHEREFORE ALSO OUR LORD, WHO WROUGHT SIGNS AND WONDERS, PREACHED THE GOD OF THE JEWS; AND THEREFORE, WE ARE RIGHT IN BELIEVING WHAT HE PREACHED. BUT AS FOR YOU, EVEN IF YOU WERE REALLY A PROPHET, AND PERFORMED SIGNS AND WONDERS, AS YOU PROMISE TO DO, IF YOU WERE TO ANNOUNCE OTHER GODS BESIDES HIM WHO IS THE TRUE GOD, IT WOULD BE MANIFEST THAT YOU WERE RAISED UP AS A TRIAL TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD; AND THEREFORE, YOU CAN BY NO MEANS BE BELIEVED. FOR HE ALONE IS THE TRUE GOD, WHO IS THE GOD OF THE JEWS; AND FOR THIS REASON, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST DID NOT TEACH THEM THAT THEY MUST INQUIRE AFTER GOD, FOR HIM THEY KNEW WELL ALREADY, BUT THAT THEY MUST SEEK HIS KINGDOM AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHICH THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, HAVING RECEIVED THE KEY OF KNOWLEDGE, HAD NOT SHUT IN, BUT SHUT OUT. FOR IF THEY HAD BEEN IGNORANT OF THE TRUE GOD, SURELY HE WOULD NEVER HAVE LEFT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THIS THING, WHICH WAS THE CHIEF OF ALL, AND BLAMED THEM FOR SMALL AND LITTLE THINGS, AS FOR ENLARGING THEIR FRINGES, AND CLAIMING THE UPPERMOST ROOMS IN FEASTS, AND PRAYING STANDING IN THE HIGHWAYS, AND SUCH LIKE THINGS; WHICH ASSUREDLY, IN COMPARISON OF THIS GREAT CHARGE, IGNORANCE OF GOD, SEEM TO BE SMALL AND INSIGNIFICANT MATTERS."
CHAPTER XLVII. SIMON'S CAVIL.
[bookmark: P1828_496581]TO THIS SIMON REPLIED: "FROM THE WORDS OF YOUR MASTER I SHALL REFUTE YOU, BECAUSE EVEN HE INTRODUCES TO ALL MEN A CERTAIN GOD WHO WAS KNOWN. FOR ALTHOUGH BOTH ADAM KNEW THE GOD WHO WAS HIS CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND THE MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE WORLD; AND ENOCH KNEW HIM, INASMUCH AS HE WAS TRANSLATED BY HIM; AND NOAH, SINCE HE WAS ORDERED BY HIM TO CONSTRUCT THE ARK; AND ALTHOUGH ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND MOSES, AND ALL, EVEN EVERY PEOPLE AND ALL NATIONS, KNOW THE MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE WORLD, AND CONFESS HIM TO BE A GOD, YET YOUR JESUS, WHO APPEARED LONG AFTER THE PATRIARCHS, SAYS: `NO ONE KNOWS THE SON, BUT THE FATHER; NEITHER KNOWS ANYONE THE FATHER, BUT THE SON, AND HE TO WHOM THE SON HAS BEEN PLEASED TO REVEAL HIM.' THUS, THEREFORE, EVEN YOUR JESUS CONFESSES THAT THERE IS ANOTHER GOD, INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND UNKNOWN TO ALL."
CHAPTER XLVIII. PETER'S ANSWER.
[bookmark: P1832_497608]THEN PETER SAYS: "YOU DO NOT PERCEIVE THAT YOU ARE MAKING STATEMENTS IN OPPOSITION TO YOURSELF. FOR IF OUR JESUS ALSO KNOWS HIM WHOM YE CALL THE UNKNOWN GOD, THEN HE IS NOT KNOWN BY YOU ALONE. YEA, IF OUR JESUS KNOWS HIM, THEN MOSES ALSO, WHO PROPHESIED THAT JESUS SHOULD COME, ASSUREDLY COULD NOT HIMSELF BE IGNORANT OF HIM. FOR HE WAS A PROPHET; AND HE WHO PROPHESIED OF THE SON DOUBTLESS KNEW THE FATHER. FOR IF IT IS IN THE OPTION OF THE SON TO REVEAL THE FATHER TO WHOM HE WILL, THEN THE SON, WHO HAS BEEN WITH THE FATHER FROM THE BEGINNING, AND THROUGH ALL GENERATIONS, AS HE REVEALED THE FATHER TO MOSES, SO ALSO TO THE OTHER PROPHETS; BUT IF THIS BE SO, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE FATHER HAS NOT BEEN UNKNOWN TO ANY OF THEM. BUT HOW COULD THE FATHER BE REVEALED TO YOU, WHO DO NOT BELIEVE IN THE SON, SINCE THE FATHER IS KNOWN TO NONE EXCEPT HIM TO WHOM THE SON IS PLEASED TO REVEAL HIM? BUT THE SON REVEALS THE FATHER TO THOSE WHO HONOR THE SON AS THEY HONOR THE FATHER."
CHAPTER XLIX. THE SUPREME LIGHT.
[bookmark: P1836_498340]THEN SIMON SAID: "REMEMBER THAT YOU SAID THAT GOD HAS A SON, WHICH IS DOING HIM WRONG; FOR HOW CAN HE HAVE A SON, UNLESS HE IS SUBJECT TO PASSIONS, LIKE MEN OR ANIMALS? BUT ON THESE, POINTS THERE IS NOT TIME NOW TO SHOW YOUR PROFOUND FOLLY, FOR I HASTEN TO MAKE A STATEMENT CONCERNING THE IMMENSITY OF THE SUPREME LIGHT; AND SO NOW LISTEN. MY OPINION IS, THAT THERE IS A CERTAIN POWER OF IMMENSE AND INEFFABLE LIGHT [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHOSE GREATNESS MAY BE HELD TO BE INCOMPREHENSIBLE, OF WHICH POWER EVEN THE MAKER [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] OF THE WORLD IS IGNORANT, AND MOSES THE LAWGIVER, AND JESUS YOUR MASTER."
CHAPTER L. SIMON'S PRESUMPTION.
[bookmark: P1840_499971]THEN PETER: "DOES IT NOT SEEM TO YOU TO BE MADNESS, THAT ANY ONE SHOULD TAKE UPON HIMSELF TO ASSERT THAT THERE IS ANOTHER GOD THAN THE GOD OF ALL; AND SHOULD SAY THAT HE SUPPOSES THERE IS A CERTAIN POWER, AND SHOULD PRESUME TO AFFIRM THIS TO OTHERS, BEFORE HE HIMSELF IS SURE OF WHAT HE SAYS? IS ANY ONE SO RASH AS TO BELIEVE YOUR WORDS, OF WHICH HE SEES THAT YOU ARE YOURSELF DOUBTFUL, AND TO ADMIT THAT THERE IS A CERTAIN POWER UNKNOWN TO GOD THE CREATOR, AND TO MOSES, AND THE PROPHETS, AND THE LAW, AND EVEN TO JESUS OUR MASTER, WHICH POWER IS SO GOOD, THAT IT WILL NOT MAKE ITSELF KNOWN TO ANY BUT TO ONE ONLY, AND THAT ONE SUCH AN ONE AS THOU! THEN, FURTHER, IF THAT IS A NEW POWER, WHY DOES IT NOT CONFER UPON US SOME NEW SENSE, IN ADDITION TO THOSE FIVE WHICH WE POSSESS, THAT BY THAT NEW SENSE, BESTOWED UPON US BY IT, WE MAY BE ABLE TO RECEIVE AND UNDERSTAND ITSELF WHICH IS NEW? OR IF IT CANNOT BESTOW SUCH A SENSE UPON US, HOW HAS IT BESTOWED IT UPON YOU? OR IF IT HAS REVEALED ITSELF TO YOU, WHY NOT ALSO TO US? BUT IF YOU OF YOURSELF UNDERSTAND THINGS WHICH NOT EVEN THE PROPHETS WERE ABLE TO PERCEIVE OR UNDERSTAND, COME, TELL US WHAT EACH ONE OF US IS THINKING NOW; FOR IF THERE IS SUCH A SPIRIT IN YOU THAT YOU KNOW THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE THE HEAVENS, WHICH ARE UNKNOWN TO ALL, AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE BY ALL, MUCH MORE EASILY DO YOU KNOW THE THOUGHTS OF MEN UPON THE EARTH. BUT IF YOU CANNOT KNOW THE THOUGHTS OF US WHO ARE STANDING HERE, HOW CAN YOU SAY THAT YOU KNOW THOSE THINGS WHICH, YOU ASSERT, ARE KNOWN TO NONE? "
CHAPTER LI. THE SIXTH SENSE.
[bookmark: P1843_501449]"BUT BELIEVE ME, THAT YOU COULD NEVER KNOW WHAT LIGHT IS UNLESS YOU HAD RECEIVED BOTH VISION AND UNDERSTANDING FROM LIGHT ITSELF; SO ALSO, IN OTHER THINGS. HENCE, HAVING RECEIVED UNDERSTANDING, YOU ARC FRAMING IN IMAGINATION SOMETHING GREATER AND MORE SUBLIME, AS IF DREAMING, BUT DERIVING ALL YOUR HINTS FROM THOSE FIVE SENSES, TO WHOSE GIVER YOU ARE UNTHANKFUL. BUT BE SURE OF THIS, THAT UNTIL YOU FIND SOME NEW SENSE WHICH IS BEYOND THOSE FIVE WHICH WE ALL ENJOY, YOU CANNOT ASSERT THE EXISTENCE OF A NEW GOD." THEN SIMON ANSWERED: "SINCE ALL THINGS THAT EXIST ARE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THOSE FIVE SENSES, THAT POWER WHICH IS MORE EXCELLENT THAN ALL CANNOT ADD ANYTHING NEW." THEN PETER SAID: "IT IS FALSE; FOR THERE IS ALSO A SIXTH SENSE, NAMELY THAT OF FOREKNOWLEDGE: FOR THOSE FIVE SENSES ARE CAPABLE OF KNOWLEDGE, BUT THE SIXTH IS THAT OF FOREKNOWLEDGE: AND THIS THE PROPHETS POSSESSED. HOW, THEN, CAN YOU KNOW A GOD WHO IS UNKNOWN TO ALL, WHO DO NOT KNOW THE PROPHETIC SENSE, WHICH IS THAT OF PRESCIENCE? "THEN SIMON BEGAN TO SAY: "THIS POWER OF WHICH I SPEAK, INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND MORE EXCELLENT THAN ALL, AY, EVEN THAN THAT GOD WHO MADE THE WORLD, NEITHER ANY OF THE ANGELS HAS KNOWN, NOR OF THE DEMONS, NOR OF THE JEWS, NAY, NOR ANY CREATURE WHICH SUBSISTS BY MEANS OF GOD THE CREATOR. HOW, THEN, COULD THAT CREATOR'S LAW TEACH ME THAT WHICH THE CREATOR HIMSELF DID NOT KNOW, SINCE NEITHER DID THE LAW ITSELF KNOW IT, THAT IT MIGHT TEACH IT? "
CHAPTER LII. REDUCTIO A.D. ABSURDUM.
[bookmark: P1846_502969]THEN PETER SAID: "I WONDER HOW YOU HAVE BEEN ABLE TO LEARN MORE FROM THE LAW THAN THE LAW WAS ABLE TO KNOW OR TO TEACH; AND HOW YOU SAY THAT YOU ADDUCE PROOFS FROM THE LAW OF THOSE THINGS WHICH YOU ARE PLEASED TO ASSERT, WHEN YOU DECLARE THAT NEITHER THE LAW, NOR HE WHO GAVE THE LAW-THAT IS, THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD-KNOWS THOSE THINGS OF WHICH YOU SPEAK! BUT THIS ALSO I WONDER AT, HOW YOU, WHO ALONE KNOW THESE THINGS, SHOULD BE STANDING HERE NOW WITH US ALL, CIRCUMSCRIBED BY THE LIMITS OF THIS SMALL COURT." THEN SIMON, SEEING PETER AND ALL THE PEOPLE LAUGHING, SAID: "DO YOU LAUGH, PETER, WHILE SO GREAT AND LOFTY MATTERS ARE UNDER DISCUSSION? "THEN SAID PETER: "BE NOT ENRAGED, SIMON, FOR WE ARE DOING NO MORE THAN KEEPING OUR PROMISE: FOR WE ARE NEITHER SHUTTING OUR EARS, AS YOU SAID, NOR DID WE TAKE TO FLIGHT AS SOON AS WE HEARD YOU PROPOUND YOUR UNUTTERABLE THINGS; BUT WE HAVE NOT EVEN STIRRED FROM THE PLACE. FOR INDEED YOU DO NOT EVEN PROPOUND THINGS THAT HAVE ANY RESEMBLANCE TO TRUTH, WHICH MIGHT TO A CERTAIN EXTENT FRIGHTEN US. YET, AT ALL EVENTS, DISCLOSE TO US THE MEANING OF THIS SAYING, HOW FROM THE LAW YOU HAVE LEARNED OF A GOD WHOM THE LAW ITSELF DOES NOT KNOW, AND OF WHOM HE WHO GAVE THE LAW IS IGNORANT." THEN SIMON SAID: "IF YOU HAVE DONE LAUGHING, I SHALL PROVE IT BY CLEAR ASSERTIONS." THEN PETER SAID: "ASSUREDLY I SHALL GIVE OVER, THAT I MAY LEARN FROM YOU HOW YOU HAVE LEARNED FROM THE LAW WHAT NEITHER THE LAW NOR THE GOD OF THE LAW HIMSELF KNOWS."
CHAPTER LIII. SIMON'S BLASPHEMY.
[bookmark: P1851_505222]THEN SAYS SIMON: "LISTEN: IT IS MANIFEST TO ALL, AND ASCERTAINED IN A MANNER OF WHICH NO ACCOUNT CAN BE GIVEN, THAT THERE IS ONE GOD, WHO IS BETTER THAN ALL, FROM WHOM ALL THAT IS TOOK ITS BEGINNING; WHENCE ALSO OF NECESSITY, ALL THINGS THAT ARE AFTER HIM ARE SUBJECT TO HIM, AS THE CHIEF AND MOST EXCELLENT OF ALL. WHEN, THEREFORE, I HAD ASCERTAINED THAT THE GOD WHO CREATED THE WORLD, ACCORDING TO WHAT THE LAW TEACHES, IS IN MANY RESPECTS WEAK, WHEREAS WEAKNESS IS UTTERLY INCOMPATIBLE WITH A PERFECT GOD, AND I SAW THAT HE IS NOT PERFECT, I NECESSARILY CONCLUDED THAT THERE IS ANOTHER GOD WHO IS PERFECT. FOR THIS GOD, AS I HAVE SAID, ACCORDING TO WHAT THE WRITING OF THE LAW TEACHES, IS SHOWN TO BE WEAK IN MANY THINGS. IN THE FIRST PLACE, BECAUSE THE MAN WHOM HE FORMED WAS NOT ABLE TO REMAIN SUCH AS BE HAD INTENDED HIM TO BE; AND BECAUSE HE CANNOT BE GOOD WHO GAVE A LAW TO THE FIRST MAN, THAT HE SHOULD EAT OF ALL THE TREES OF PARADISE, BUT THAT HE SHOULD NOT TOUCH THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE; AND IF HE SHOULD EAT OF IT, HE SHOULD DIE. FOR WHY SHOULD HE FORBID HIM TO EAT, AND TO KNOW WHAT IS GOOD AND WHAT EVIL, THAT, KNOWING, HE MIGHT SHUN THE EVIL AND CHOOSE THE GOOD? BUT THIS HE DID NOT PERMIT; AND BECAUSE HE DID EAT IN VIOLATION OF THE COMMANDMENT, AND DISCOVERED WHAT IS GOOD, AND LEARNED FOR THE SAKE OF HONOR TO COVER HIS NAKEDNESS (FOR HE PERCEIVED IT TO BE UNSEEMLY TO STAND NAKED BEFORE HIS CREATOR), HE CONDEMNS TO DEATH HIM WHO HAD LEARNED TO DO HONOR TO GOD, AND CURSES THE SERPENT WHO HAD SHOWN HIM THESE THINGS. BUT TRULY, IF MAN WAS TO BE INJURED BY THIS MEANS, WHY DID HE PLACE THE CAUSE OF INJURY IN PARADISE AT ALL? BUT IF THAT WHICH HE PLACED IN PARADISE WAS GOOD, IT IS NOT THE PART OF ONE THAT IS GOOD TO RESTRAIN ANOTHER FROM GOOD."
CHAPTER LIV. HOW SIMON LEARNED FROM THE [SEXUAL] LAW WHAT THE [SEXLESS] LAW DOES NOT TEACH.
[bookmark: P1854_506572]"THUS THEN, SINCE HE WHO MADE MAN AND THE WORLD IS, ACCORDING TO WHAT THE LAW RELATES, IMPERFECT, WE ARE GIVEN TO UNDERSTAND, WITHOUT DOUBT, THAT THERE IS ANOTHER WHO IS PERFECT. FOR IT IS OF NECESSITY THAT THERE BE ONE MOST EXCELLENT OF ALL, ON WHOSE ACCOUNT ALSO EVERY CREATURE KEEPS ITS RANK. WHENCE ALSO I, KNOWING THAT IT IS EVERY WAY NECESSARY THAT THERE BE SOME ONE MORE BENIGNANT AND MORE POWERFUL THAN THAT IMPERFECT GOD WHO GAVE THE LAW, UNDERSTANDING WHAT IS PERFECT FROM COMPARISON OF THE IMPERFECT, UNDERSTOOD EVEN FROM THE SCRIPTURE THAT GOD WHO IS NOT MENTIONED THERE. AND IN THIS, WAY I WAS ABLE, O PETER, TO LEARN FROM THE LAW WHAT THE LAW DID NOT KNOW. BUT EVEN IF THE LAW HAD NOT GIVEN INDICATIONS FROM WHICH IT MIGHT BE GATHERED THAT THE GOD WHO MADE THE WORLD IS IMPERFECT, IT WAS STILL POSSIBLE FOR ME TO INFER FROM THOSE EVILS WHICH ARE DONE IN THIS WORLD, AND ARE NOT CORRECTED, EITHER THAT ITS CREATOR IS POWERLESS, IF HE CANNOT CORRECT WHAT IS DONE AMISS; OR ELSE, IF HE DOES NOT WISH TO REMOVE THE EVILS, THAT HE IS HIMSELF EVIL; BUT IF HE NEITHER CAN NOR WILL, THAT HE IS NEITHER POWERFUL NOR GOOD. AND FROM THIS IT CANNOT BUT BE CONCLUDED THAT THERE IS ANOTHER GOD MORE EXCELLENT AND MORE POWERFUL THAN ALL. IF YOU HAVE AUGHT TO SAY TO THIS, SAY ON."
CHAPTER LV. SIMON'S OBJECTIONS TURNED AGAINST HIMSELF.
[bookmark: P1858_508153]PETER ANSWERED: "O SIMON, THEY ARE WONT TO CONCEIVE SUCH ABSURDITIES AGAINST GOD WHO DO NOT READ THE LAW WITH THE INSTRUCTION OF MASTERS, BUT ACCOUNT THEMSELVES TEACHERS, AND THINK THAT THEY CAN UNDERSTAND THE LAW, THOUGH HE HAS NOT EXPLAINED IT TO THEM WHO HAS LEARNED OF THE MASTER. NEVERTHELESS NOW, THAT WE ALSO MAY SEEM TO FOLLOW THE BOOK OF THE LAW ACCORDING TO YOUR APPREHENSION OF IT; INASMUCH AS YOU SAY THAT THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD IS SHOWN TO BE BOTH IMPOTENT AND EVIL, HOW IS IT THAT YOU DO NOT SEE THAT THAT POWER OF YOURS, WHICH YOU SAY IS SUPERIOR TO ALL, FAILS AND LIES UNDER THE VERY SAME CHARGES? FOR THE VERY SAME THING MAY BE SAID OF IT, THAT IT IS EITHER POWERLESS, SINCE IT DOES NOT CORRECT THOSE THINGS WHICH HERE ARE DONE AMISS; OR IF IT CAN AND WILL NOT, IT IS EVIL; OR IF IT NEITHER CAN NOR WILL, THEN IT IS BOTH IMPOTENT AND IMPERFECT. WHENCE THAT NEW POWER OF YOURS IS NOT ONLY FOUND LIABLE TO A SIMILAR CHARGE, BUT EVEN TO A WORSE ONE, IF, IN ADDITION TO ALL THESE THINGS, IT IS BELIEVED TO BE, WHEN IT IS NOT. FOR HE WHO CREATED THE WORLD, HIS EXISTENCE IS MANIFEST BY HIS VERY OPERATION IN CREATING THE WORLD, AS YOU YOURSELF ALSO CONFESS. BUT THIS POWER WHICH YOU SAY THAT YOU ALONE KNOW, AFFORDS NO INDICATION OF ITSELF, BY WHICH WE MIGHT PERCEIVE, AT LEAST, THAT IT IS, AND SUBSISTS."
CHAPTER LVI. NO GOD ABOVE THE CREATOR.
[bookmark: P1862_509934]"WHAT KIND OF CONDUCT, THEN, WOULD IT BE THAT WE SHOULD FORSAKE GOD, IN WHOSE WORLD WE LIVE AND ENJOY ALL THINGS NECESSARY FOR LIFE, AND FOLLOW I KNOW NOT WHOM, FROM WHOM WE NOT ONLY OBTAIN NO GOOD, BUT CANNOT EVEN KNOW THAT HE EXISTS? NOR TRULY DOES HE EXIST. FOR WHETHER YOU CALL HIM LIGHT, AND BRIGHTER THAN THAT LIGHT WHICH WE SEE, YOU BORROW THAT VERY NAME FROM THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD; OR WHETHER YOU SAY THAT HE IS A SUBSTANCE ABOVE ALL, YOU DERIVE FROM HIM THE IDEA WITH ENLARGEMENT OF SPEECH. WHETHER YOU MAKE MENTION OF MIND, OR GOODNESS, OR LIFE, OR WHATEVER ELSE, YOU BORROW THE WORDS FROM HIM. SINCE, THEN, YOU HAVE NOTHING NEW CONCERNING THAT POWER YOU SPEAK OF, NOT ONLY AS REGARDS UNDERSTANDING, BUT EVEN IN RESPECT OF NAMING HIM, HOW DO YOU INTRODUCE A NEW GOD, FOR WHOM YOU CANNOT EVEN FIND A NEW NAME? FOR NOT ONLY IS THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD CALLED A POWER, BUT EVEN THE MINISTERS OF HIS GLORY, AND ALL THE HEAVENLY HOST. DO YOU NOT THEN THINK IT BETTER THAT WE SHOULD FOLLOW OUR CREATOR GOD, AS A FATHER WHO TRAINS US AND ENDOWS US AS HE KNOWS HOW? BUT IF, AS YOU SAY, THERE BE SOME GOD MORE BENIGNANT THAN ALL, IT IS CERTAIN THAT HE WILL NOT BE ANGRY WITH US; OR IF HE BE ANGRY, HE IS EVIL. FOR IF OUR GOD IS ANGRY AND PUNISHES, HE IS NOT EVIL, BUT RIGHTEOUS, FOR HE CORRECTS AND AMENDS HIS OWN SONS. BUT HE WHO HAS NO CONCERN WITH US, IF HE SHALL PUNISH US, HOW SHOULD HE BE GOOD? INFLICTING PUNISHMENTS UPON US BECAUSE WE HAVE NOT BEEN DRAWN BY VAIN IMAGINATIONS TO FORSAKE OUR OWN FATHER AND FOLLOW HIM, HOW CAN YOU ASSERT THAT HE IS SO GOOD, WHEN HE CANNOT BE REGARDED AS EVEN JUST?"
CHAPTER LVII. SIMON'S INCONSISTENCY.
[bookmark: P1865_511277]THEN SIMON: "DO YOU SO FAR ERR, PETER, AS NOT TO KNOW THAT OUR SOULS WERE MADE BY THAT GOOD GOD, THE MOST EXCELLENT OF ALL, BUT THEY HAVE BEEN BROUGHT DOWN AS CAPTIVES INTO THIS WORLD? "TO THIS PETER ANSWERED: "THEN HE IS NOT UNKNOWN BY ALL, AS YOU SAID A LITTLE WHILE AGO; AND YET HOW DID THE GOOD GOD PERMIT HIS SOULS TO BE TAKEN CAPTIVE, IF HE BE A POWER OVER ALL? "THEN SIMON SAID: "HE SENT GOD THE CREATOR TO MAKE THE WORLD; AND HE, WHEN HE HAD MADE IT, GAVE OUT THAT HIMSELF WAS GOD." THEN PETER SAID: "THEN HE IS NOT, AS YOU SAID, UNKNOWN TO HIM WHO MADE THE WORLD; NOR ARE SOULS IGNORANT OF HIM, IF INDEED THEY WERE STOLEN AWAY FROM HIM. TO WHOM, THEN, CAN HE BE UNKNOWN, IF BOTH THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD KNOW HIM, AS HAVING BEEN SENT BY HIM; AND ALL SOULS I KNOW HIM, AS BARING BEEN VIOLENTLY WITHDRAWN FROM HIM? THEN, FURTHER, I WISH YOU WOULD TELL US WHETHER HE WHO SENT THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD DID NOT KNOW THAT HE WOULD NOT KEEP FAITH? FOR IF HE DID NOT KNOW IT, THEN HE WAS NOT PRESCIENT; WHILE IF HE FOREKNEW IT, AND SUFFERED IT, HE IS HIMSELF GUILTY OF THIS DEED, SINCE HE DID NOT PREVENT IT; BUT IF HE COULD NOT, THEN HE IS NOT OMNIPOTENT. BUT IF, KNOWING IT AS GOOD, HE DID NOT PROHIBIT IT, HE IS FOUND TO BE BETTER, WHO PRESUMED TO DO THAT WHICH HE WHO SENT HIM DID NOT KNOW TO BE GOOD."
CHAPTER LVIII. SIMON'S GOD UNJUST.
[bookmark: P1868_513028]THEN SIMON SAID: "HE RECEIVES THOSE WHO WILL COME TO HIM, AND DOES THEM GOOD." PETER ANSWERED: "BUT THERE IS NOTHING NEW IN THIS; FOR HE WHOM YOU ACKNOWLEDGE TO BE THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD ALSO DOES SO." THEN SIMON: "BUT THE GOOD GOD BESTOWS SALVATION IF HE IS ONLY ACKNOWLEDGED; BUT THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD DEMANDS ALSO THAT THE LAW BE FULFILLED." THEN SAID PETER: "HE SAVES ADULTERERS AND MEN-SLAYERS, IF THEY KNOW HIM; BUT GOOD, AND SOBER, AND MERCIFUL PERSONS, IF THEY DO NOT KNOW HIM, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR HAVING NO INFORMATION CONCERNING HIM, HE DOES NOT SAVE! GREAT AND GOOD TRULY IS HE WHOM YOU PROCLAIM, WHO IS NOT SO MUCH THE SAVIOR OF THE EVIL, AS HE IS ONE WHO SHOWS NO MERCY TO THE GOOD." THEN SIMON: "IT IS TRULY VERY DIFFICULT FOR MAN TO KNOW HIM, AS LONG AS HE IS IN THE FLESH; FOR BLACKER THAN ALL DARKNESS, AND HEAVIER THAN ALL CLAY, IS THIS BODY WITH WHICH THE SOUL IS SURROUNDED." THEN SAYS PETER: "THAT GOOD GOD OF YOURS DEMANDS THINGS WHICH ARE DIFFICULT; BUT HE WHO IS TRULY GOD SEEKS EASIER THINGS. LET HIM THEN, SINCE HE IS SO GOOD, LEAVE US WITH OUR FATHER AND CREATOR; AND WHEN ONCE WE DEPART FROM THE BODY, AND LEAVE THAT DARKNESS THAT YOU SPEAK OF, WE SHALL MORE EASILY KNOW HIM; AND THEN THE SOUL SHALL BETTER UNDERSTAND THAT GOD IS ITS CREATOR, AND SHALL REMAIN WITH HIM, AND SHALL NO MORE BE HARASSED WITH DIVERSE IMAGINATIONS; NOR SHALL WISH TO BETAKE ITSELF TO ANOTHER POWER, WHICH IS KNOWN TO NONE BUT SIMON ONLY, AND WHICH IS OF SUCH GOODNESS THAT NO ONE CAN COME TO IT, UNLESS HE BE FIRST GUILTY OF IMPIETY TOWARDS HIS OWN FATHER! I KNOW NOT HOW THIS POWER CAN BE CALLED EITHER GOOD OR JUST, WHICH NO ONE CAN PLEASE EXCEPT BY ACTING IMPIOUSLY TOWARDS HIM BY WHOM HE WAS MADE!"
CHAPTER LIX. THE CREATOR OUR FATHER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]
[bookmark: P1871_514309]THEN SIMON: "IT IS NOT IMPIOUS FOR THE SAKE OF GREATER PROFIT AND ADVANTAGE TO RICE TO HIM WHO IS OF RICHER GLORY." THEN PETER: "IF, AS YOU SAY, IT IS NOT IMPIOUS TO FLEE TO A STRANGER, IT IS AT ALL EVENTS MUCH MORE PIOUS TO REMAIN WITH OUR OWN FATHER, EVEN IF HE BE POOR. BUT IF YOU DO NOT THINK IT IMPIOUS TO LEAVE OUR FATHER, AND FLEE TO ANOTHER, AS BEING BETTER THAN HE; AND YOU DO NOT BELIEVE THAT OUR CREATOR WILL TAKE THIS AMISS; MUCH MORE THE GOOD GOD WILL NOT BE ANGRY, BECAUSE, WHEN WE WERE STRANGERS TO HIM, WE HAVE NOT FLED TO HIM, BUT HAVE REMAINED WITH OUR OWN CREATOR. YEA, I THINK HE WILL RATHER COMMEND US THE MORE FOR THIS, THAT WE HAVE KEPT FAITH WITH GOD OUR CREATOR; FOR HE WILL CONSIDER THAT, IF WE HAD BEEN HIS CREATURES, WE SHOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN SEDUCED BY THE ALLUREMENTS OF ANY OTHER TO FORSAKE HIM. FOR IF ANY ONE, ALLURED BY RICHER PROMISES, SHALL LEAVE HIS OWN FATHER AND BETAKE HIMSELF TO A STRANGER, IT MAY BE THAT HE WILL LEAVE HIM IN HIS TURN, AND GO TO ANOTHER WHO SHALL PROMISE HIM GREATER THINGS, AND THIS THE RATHER BECAUSE HE IS NOT HIS SON, SINCE HE COULD LEAVE EVEN HIM WHO BY NATURE WAS HIS FATHER." THEN SIMON SAID: "BUT WHAT IF SOULS ARE FROM HIM, AND DO NOT KNOW HIM, AND HE IS TRULY THEIR FATHER? "
CHAPTER LX. THE CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THE SUPREME GOD.
[bookmark: P1875_515713]THEN PETER SAID: "YOU REPRESENT HIM AS WEAK ENOUGH. FOR IF, AS YOU SAY, HE IS MORE POWERFUL THAN ALL, IT CAN NEVER BE BELIEVED THE WEAKER WRENCHED THE SPOILS FROM THE STRONGER. OR IF GOD THE CREATOR WAS ABLE BY VIOLENCE TO BRING DOWN SOULS INTO THIS WORLD, HOW CAN IT BE THAT, WHEN THEY ARE SEPARATED FROM THE BODY AND FREED FROM THE BONDS OF CAPTIVITY, THE GOOD GOD SHALL CALL THEM TO THE SUFFERANCE OF PUNISHMENT, ON THE GROUND THAT THEY, EITHER THROUGH HIS REMISSNESS OR WEAKNESS, WERE DRAGGED AWAY TO THIS PLACE, AND WERE INVOLVED IN THE BODY, AS IN THE DARKNESS OF IGNORANCE? YOU SEEM TO ME NOT TO KNOW WHAT A FATHER AND A GOD IS: BUT I COULD TELL YOU BOTH WHENCE SOULS ARE, AND WHEN AND HOW THEY WERE MADE; BUT IT IS NOT PERMITTED TO ME NOW TO DISCLOSE THESE THINGS TO YOU, WHO ARE IN SUCH ERROR IN RESPECT OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD." THEN SAID SIMON: "A TIME WILL COME WHEN YOU SHALL BE SORRY THAT YOU DID NOT UNDERSTAND ME SPEAKING OF THE INEFFABLE POWER." THEN SAID PETER: "GIVE US THEN, AS I HAVE OFTEN SAID, AS BEING YOURSELF A NEW GOD, OR AS HAVING YOURSELF COME DOWN FROM HIM, SOME NEW SENSE, BY MEANS OF WHICH WE MAY KNOW THAT NEW GOD OF WHOM YOU SPEAK; FOR THOSE FIVE SENSES, WHICH GOD OUR CREATOR HAS GIVEN US, KEEP FAITH TO THEIR OWN CREATOR, AND DO NOT PERCEIVE THAT THERE IS ANY OTHER GOD, FOR SO THEIR NATURE NECESSITATES THEM."
CHAPTER LXI. IMAGINATION.
[bookmark: P1878_517008]TO THIS SIMON ANSWERED: "APPLY YOUR MIND TO THOSE THINGS WHICH I AM GOING TO SAY, AND CAUSE IT, WALKING IN PEACEABLE PATHS, TO ATTAIN TO THOSE THINGS WHICH I SHALL DEMONSTRATE. LISTEN NOW, THEREFORE. DID YOU NEVER IN THOUGHT REACH FORTH YOUR MIND INTO REGIONS OR ISLANDS SITUATED FAR AWAY, AND REMAIN SO FIXED IN THEM, THAT YOU COULD NOT EVEN SEE THE PEOPLE THAT WERE BEFORE YOU, OR KNOW WHERE YOURSELF WERE SITTING, BY REASON OF THE DELIGHTFULNESS OF THOSE THINGS ON WHICH YON WERE GAZING? "AND PETER SAID: "IT IS TRUE, SIMON, THIS HAS OFTEN OCCURRED TO ME." THEN SIMON SAID: "IN THIS WAY NOW REACH FORTH YOUR SENSE INTO HEAVEN, YEA ABOVE THE HEAVEN, AND BEHOLD THAT THERE MUST BE SOME PLACE BEYOND THE WORLD, OR OUTSIDE THE WORLD, IN WHICH THERE IS NEITHER HEAVEN NOR EARTH, AND WHERE NO SHADOW OF THESE THINGS PRODUCES DARKNESS; AND CONSEQUENTLY, SINCE THERE ARE NEITHER BODIES IN IT, NOR DARKNESS OCCASIONED BY BODIES, THERE MUST OF NECESSITY BE IMMENSE LIGHT; AND CONSIDER OF WHAT SORT THAT LIGHT MUST BE, WHICH IS NEVER SUCCEEDED BY DARKNESS. FOR IF THE LIGHT OF THIS SUN FILLS THIS WHOLE WORLD, HOW GREAT DO YOU SUPPOSE THAT BODILESS AND INFINITE LIGHT TO BE? SO GREAT, DOUBTLESS, THAT THIS LIGHT OF THE SUN WOULD SEEM TO BE DARKNESS AND NOT LIGHT, IN COMPARISON."
CHAPTER LXII. PETER'S EXPERIENCE OF IMAGINATION.
[bookmark: P1882_518606]WHEN SIMON THUS SPOKE, PETER ANSWERED: "NOW LISTEN PATIENTLY CONCERNING BOTH THESE MATTERS, THAT IS, CONCERNING THE EXAMPLE OF STRETCHING OUT THE SENSES, AND CONCERNING THE IMMENSITY OF LIGHT. I KNOW THAT I MYSELF, O SIMON, HAVE SOMETIMES IN THOUGHT EXTENDED MY SENSE, AS YOU SAY, INTO REGIONS AND ISLANDS SITUATED AFAR OFF, AND HAVE SEEN THEM WITH MY MIND NOT LESS THAN IF IT HAD BEEN WITH MY EYES. WHEN I WAS AT CAPERNAUM, OCCUPIED IN THE TAKING OF FISHES, AND SAT UPON A ROCK, HOLDING IN MY HAND A HOOK ATTACHED TO A LINE, AND FITTED FOR DECEIVING THE FISHES, I WAS SO ABSORBED THAT I DID NOT FEEL A FISH ADHERING TO IT WHILE MY MIND EAGERLY RAN THROUGH MY BELOVED JERUSALEM, TO WHICH I HAD FREQUENTLY GONE UP, WAKING, FOR THE SAKE OF OFFERINGS AND PRAYERS. BUT I WAS ACCUSTOMED ALSO TO ADMIRE THIS CAESAREA, HEARING OF IT FROM OTHERS, AND TO LONG TO SEE IT; AND I SEEMED TO MYSELF TO SEE IT, ALTHOUGH I HAD NEVER BEEN IN IT; AND I THOUGHT OF IT WHAT WAS SUITABLE TO BE THOUGHT OF A GREAT CITY, ITS GATES, WALLS, BATHS, STREETS, LANES, MARKETS, AND THE LIKE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHAT I HAD SEEN IN OTHER CITIES; AND TO SUCH AN EXTENT WAS I DELIGHTED WITH THE INTENTNESS OF SUCH INSPECTION, THAT, AS YOU SAID, NEITHER SAW ONE WHO WAS PRESENT AND STANDING BY ME, NOR KNEW WHERE MYSELF WAS SITTING." THEN SAID SIMON: "NOW YOU SAY WELL."
CHAPTER LXIII. PETER'S REVERIE.
[bookmark: P1885_519642]THEN PETER: "IN SHORT, WHEN I DID NOT PERCEIVE, THROUGH THE OCCUPATION OF MY MIND, THAT I HAD CAUGHT A VERY LARGE FISH WHICH WAS ATTACHED TO THE HOOK, AND THAT ALTHOUGH IT WAS DRAGGING THE HOOK-LINE FROM MY HAND, MY BROTHER ANDREW. WHO WAS SITTING BY ME, SEEING ME IN A REVERIE AND ALMOST READY TO FALL, THRUSTING HIS ELBOW INTO MY SIDE AS IF HE WOULD AWAKEN ME FROM SLEEP, SAID: `DO YOU NOT SEE, PETER, WHAT A LARGE FISH YOU HAVE CAUGHT? ARE YOU OUT OF YOUR SENSES, THAT YOU ARE THUS IN A STUPOR OF ASTONISHMENT? TELL ME, WHAT IS THE MATTER WITH YOU? 'BUT I WAS ANGRY WITH HIM FOR A LITTLE, BECAUSE HE HAD WITHDRAWN ME FROM THE DELIGHT OF THOSE THINGS WHICH I WAS CONTEMPLATING; THEN I ANSWERED THAT I WAS NOT SUFFERING FROM ANY MALADY, BUT THAT I WAS MENTALLY GAZING ON THE BELOVED JERUSALEM, AND AT THE SAME TIME ON CAESAREA; AND THAT, WHILE I WAS INDEED WITH HIM IN THE BODY, IN MY MIND I WAS WHOLLY CARRIED AWAY THITHER. BUT HE, I KNOW NOT WHENCE INSPIRED, UTTERED A HIDDEN AND SECRET WORD OF TRUTH."
CHAPTER LXIV. ANDREW'S REBUKE.
[bookmark: P1888_520723]"`GIVE OVER, 'SAYS HE, `O PETER. WHAT IS IT THAT YOU ARE DOING? FOR THOSE WHO ARE BEGINNING TO BE POSSESSED WITH A DEMON, OR TO BE DISTURBED IN THEIR MINDS, BEGIN IN THIS WAY. THEY ARE FIRST CARRIED AWAY BY FANCIES TO SOME PLEASANT AND DELIGHTFUL THINGS, THEN THEY ARE POURED OUT IN VAIN AND FOND MOTIONS TOWARDS THINGS WHICH HAVE NO EXISTENCE. NOW THIS HAPPENS FROM A CERTAIN DISEASE OF MIND, BY REASON OF WHICH THEY SEE NOT THE THINGS WHICH ARE, BUT LONG TO BRING TO THEIR SIGHT THOSE WHICH ARE NOT. BUT THUS, IT HAPPENS ALSO TO THOSE WHO ARE SUFFERING PHRENZY, AND SEEM TO THEMSELVES TO SEE MANY IMAGES, BECAUSE THEIR SOUL, BEING TORN AND WITHDRAWN FROM ITS PLACE BY EXCESS OF COLD OR OF HEAT, SUFFERS A FAILURE OF ITS NATURAL SERVICE. BUT THOSE ALSO WHO ARE IN DISTRESS THROUGH THIRST, WHEN THEY FALL ASLEEP, SEEM TO THEMSELVES TO SEE RIVERS AND FOUNTAINS, AND TO DRINK; BUT THIS BEFALLS THEM THROUGH BEING DISTRESSED BY THE DRYNESS OF THE UN-MOISTENED BODY. WHEREFORE IT IS CERTAIN THAT THIS OCCURS THROUGH SOME AILMENT EITHER OF THE SOUL OR BODY.'
CHAPTER LXV. FALLACY OF IMAGINATION.
[bookmark: P1891_522527]"IN SHORT, THAT YOU MAY RECEIVE THE FAITH OF THE MATTER; CONCERNING JERUSALEM, WHICH I HAD OFTEN SEEN, I TOLD MY BROTHER WHAT PLACES AND WHAT GATHERINGS OF PEOPLE I HAD SEEMED TO MYSELF TO SEE. BUT ALSO CONCERNING CAESAREA, WHICH I HAD NEVER SEEN, I NEVERTHELESS CONTENDED THAT IT WAS SUCH AS I HAD CONCEIVED IT IN MY MIND AND THOUGHT. BUT WHEN I CAME HITHER, AND SAW NOTHING AT ALL LIKE TO THOSE THINGS WHICH I HAD SEEN IN PHANTASY, I BLAMED MYSELF, AND OBSERVED DISTINCTLY, THAT I HAD ASSIGNED TO IT GATES, AND WALLS, AND BUILDINGS FROM OTHERS WHICH I HAD SEEN, TAKING THE LIKENESS IN REALITY FROM OTHERS. NOR INDEED CAN ANY ONE IMAGINES ANYTHING NEW, AND OF WHICH NO FORM HAS EVER EXISTED. FOR EVEN IF ANY ONE SHOULD FASHION FROM HIS IMAGINATION BULLS WITH FIVE HEADS, HE ONLY FORMS THEM WITH FIVE HEADS OUT OF THOSE WHICH HE HAS SEEN WITH ONE HEAD. AND YOU THEREFORE, NOW, IF TRULY YOU SEEM TO YOURSELF TO PERCEIVE ANYTHING WITH YOUR THOUGHT, AND TO LOOK ABOVE THE HEAVENS, THERE IS NO DOUBT BUT THAT YOU IMAGINE THEM FROM THOSE THINGS WHICH YOU SEE, PLACED AS YOU ARE UPON THE EARTH. BUT IF YOU THINK THAT THERE IS EASY ACCESS FOR YOUR MIND ABOVE THE HEAVENS, AND THAT YOU ARE ABLE TO CONCEIVE THE THINGS THAT ARE THERE, AND TO APPREHEND KNOWLEDGE OF THAT IMMENSE LIGHT, I THINK THAT FOR HIM WHO CAN COMPREHEND THESE THINGS, IT WERE EASIER TO THROW HIS SENSE, WHICH KNOWS HOW TO ASCEND THITHER, INTO THE HEART AND BREAST OF SOME ONE OF US WHO STAND BY, AND TO TELL WHAT THOUGHTS HE IS CHERISHING IN HIS BREAST. IF THEREFORE YOU CAN DECLARE THE THOUGHTS OF THE HEART OF ANY ONE OF US, WHO IS NOT PRE-ENGAGED IN YOUR FAVOR, WE SHALL PERHAPS BE ABLE TO BELIEVE YOU, THAT YOU ARE ABLE TO KNOW THOSE THINGS THAT ARE ABOVE THE HEAVENS, ALTHOUGH THESE ARE MUCH LOFTIER."
CHAPTER LXVI. EXISTENCE AND CONCEPTION.
[bookmark: P1896_523553]TO THIS SIMON REPLIED: "O THOU WHO HAST WOVEN A WEB OF MANY FRIVOLITIES, LISTEN NOW. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT ANYTHING WHICH COMES INTO A MAN'S THOUGHTS SHOULD NOT ALSO SUBSIST IN TRUTH AND REALITY. FOR THINGS THAT DO NOT SUBSIST, HAVE NO APPEARANCES; BUT THINGS THAT HAVE NO APPEARANCES, CANNOT PRESENT THEMSELVES TO OUR THOUGHTS." THEN SAID PETER: "IF EVERYTHING THAT CAN COME INTO OUR THOUGHTS HAS A SUBSISTENCE, THEN, WITH RESPECT TO THAT PLACE OF IMMENSITY WHICH YOU SAY IS OUTSIDE THE WORLD, IF ONE THINKS IN HIS HEART THAT IT IS LIGHT, AND ANOTHER THAT IT IS DARKNESS, HOW CAN ONE AND THE SAME PLACE BE BOTH LIGHT AND DARKNESS, ACCORDING TO THEIR DIFFERENT THOUGHTS CONCERNING IT? "THEN SAID SIMON: "LET PASS FOR THE PRESENT WHAT I HAVE SAID; AND TELL US WHAT YOU SUPPOSE TO BE ABOVE THE HEAVENS."
CHAPTER LXVII. THE LAW TEACHES OF IMMENSITY.
[bookmark: P1899_524721]THEN SAID PETER: "IF YOU BELIEVED CONCERNING THE TRUE FOUNTAIN OF LIGHT, I COULD INSTRUCT YOU WHAT AND OF WHAT SORT IS THAT WHICH IS IMMENSE, AND SHOULD RENDER, NOT A VAIN FANCY, BUT A CONSISTENT AND NECESSARY ACCOUNT OF THE TRUTH, AND SHOULD MAKE USE, NOT OF SOPHISTICAL ASSERTIONS, BUT TESTIMONIES OF THE LAW AND NATURE, THAT YOU MIGHT KNOW THAT THE LAW ESPECIALLY CONTAINS WHAT WE OUGHT TO BELIEVE IN REGARD TO IMMENSITY. BUT IF THE DOCTRINE OF IMMENSITY IS NOT UNKNOWN TO THE LAW, THEN ASSUREDLY, NAUGHT ELSE CAN BE UNKNOWN TO IT; AND THEREFORE, IT IS A FALSE SUPPOSITION OF YOURS, THAT THERE IS ANYTHING OF WHICH THE LAW IS NOT COGNIZANT. MUCH MORE SHALL NOTHING BE UNKNOWN TO HIM WHO GAVE THE LAW. YET I CANNOT SPEAK ANYTHING TO YOU OF IMMENSITY AND OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE WITHOUT LIMIT, UNLESS FIRST YOU EITHER ACCEPT OUR ACCOUNT OF THOSE HEAVENS WHICH ARE BOUNDED BY A CERTAIN LIMIT, OR ELSE PROPOUND YOUR OWN ACCOUNT OF THEM. BUT IF YOU CANNOT UNDERSTAND CONCERNING THOSE WHICH ARE COMPREHENDED WITHIN FIXED BOUNDARIES, MUCH MORE CAN YOU NEITHER KNOW NOR LEARN ANYTHING CONCERNING THOSE WHICH ARE WITHOUT LIMIT." 
CHAPTER LXVIII. THE VISIBLE AND THE INVISIBLE HEAVEN.
[bookmark: P1902_525703]TO THIS SIMON ANSWERED: "IT SEEMS TO ME TO BE BETTER TO BELIEVE SIMPLY THAT GOD IS, AND THAT THAT HEAVEN WHICH WE SEE IS THE ONLY HEAVEN IN THE WHOLE UNIVERSE." BUT PETER SAID: "NOT SO; BUT IT IS PROPER TO CONFESS ONE GOD WHO TRULY IS; BUT THAT THERE ARE HEAVENS, WHICH WERE MADE BY HIM, AS ALSO THE LAW SAYS, OF WHICH ONE IS THE HIGHER, IN WHICH ALSO IS CONTAINED THE VISIBLE FIRMAMENT; AND THAT THAT HIGHER HEAVEN IS PERPETUAL AND ETERNAL, WITH THOSE WHO DWELL IN IT; BUT THAT THIS VISIBLE HEAVEN IS TO BE DISSOLVED AND TO PASS AWAY AT THE END OF THE WORLD, IN ORDER THAT THAT HEAVEN WHICH IS OLDER AND HIGHER MAY APPEAR AFTER THE JUDGMENT TO THE HOLY AND THE WORTHY." TO THIS SIMON ANSWERED: "THAT THESE THINGS ARE SO, AS YOU SAY, MAY APPEAR TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE THEM; BUT TO HIM WHO SEEKS FOR REASONS OF THESE THINGS, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THEY CAN BE PRODUCED FROM THE LAW, AND ESPECIALLY CONCERNING THE IMMENSITY OF LIGHT."
CHAPTER LXIX. FAITH AND REASON.
[bookmark: P1905_526631]THEN PETER: "DO NOT THINK THAT WE SAY THAT THESE THINGS ARE ONLY TO BE RECEIVED BY FAITH, BUT ALSO THAT THEY ARE TO BE ASSERTED BY REASON. FOR INDEED IT IS NOT SAFE TO COMMIT THESE THINGS TO BARE FAITH WITHOUT REASON, SINCE ASSUREDLY TRUTH CANNOT BE WITHOUT REASON. AND THEREFORE, HE WHO HAS RECEIVED THESE THINGS FORTIFIED BY REASON, CALL NEVER LOSE THEM; WHEREAS HE WHO RECEIVES THEM WITHOUT PROOFS, BY AN ASSENT TO A SIMPLE STATEMENT OF THEM, CAN NEITHER KEEP THEM SAFELY, NOR IS CERTAIN IF THEY ARE TRUE; BECAUSE HE WHO EASILY BELIEVES, ALSO EASILY YIELDS. BUT HE WHO HAS SOUGHT REASON FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH HE HAS BELIEVED AND RECEIVED, AS THOUGH BOUND BY CHAINS OF REASON ITSELF, CAN NEVER BE TORN AWAY OR SEPARATED FROM THOSE THINGS WHICH HE HATH BELIEVED. AND THEREFORE, ACCORDING AS ANY ONE IS MORE ANXIOUS IN DEMANDING A REASON, BY SO MUCH WILL HE BE THE FIRMER IN PRESERVING HIS FAITH."
CHAPTER LXX. ADJOURNMENT.
[bookmark: P1908_527783]TO THIS SIMON REPLIED: "IT IS A GREAT THING WHICH YOU PROMISE, THAT THE ETERNITY OF BOUNDLESS LIGHT CAN BE SHOWN FROM THE LAW." AND WHEN PETER SAID, "I SHALL SHOW IT WHENEVER YOU PLEASE," SIMON ANSWERED: "SINCE NOW IT IS A LATE HOUR, I SHALL STAND BY YOU AND OPPOSE YOU TO-MORROW; AND IF YOU CAN PROVE THAT THIS WORLD WAS CREATED, AND THAT SOULS ARE IMMORTAL, YOU SHALL HAVE ME TO ASSIST YOU IN YOUR PREACHING." WHEN HE HAD SAID THUS, HE DEPARTED, AND WAS FOLLOWED BY A THIRD PART OF ALL THE PEOPLE WHO HAD COME WITH HIM, WHO WERE ABOUT ONE THOUSAND MEN. BUT THE REST WITH BENDED KNEES PROSTRATED THEMSELVES BEFORE PETER; AND HE, INVOKING UPON THEM THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, CURED SOME WHO HAD DEMONS, HEALED OTHERS WHO WERE SICK, AND SO DISMISSED THE PEOPLE REJOICING, COMMANDING THEM TO COME EARLY THE NEXT DAY. BUT PETER, WHEN THE CROWDS HAD WITHDRAWN, COMMANDED THE TABLE TO BE SPREAD ON THE GROUND, IN THE OPEN AIR, IN THE COURT WHERE THE DISPUTATION HAD BEEN HELD, AND SAT DOWN TOGETHER WITH THOSE ELEVEN; BUT I DINED RECLINING WITH SOME OTHERS WHO ALSO HAD MADE A BEGINNING OF HEARING I THE WORD OF GOD, AND WERE GREATLY BELOVED.
CHAPTER LXXI. SEPARATION FROM THE UNCLEAN.
[bookmark: P1913_528871]BUT PETER, MOST BENIGNANTLY REGARDING ME, LEST HAPLY THAT SEPARATION MIGHT CAUSE ME SORROW, SAYS TO ME: "IT IS NOT FROM PRIDE, O CLEMENT, THAT I DO NOT EAT WITH THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET BEEN PURIFIED; BUT I FEAR LEST PERHAPS I SHOULD INJURE MYSELF, AND DO NO GOOD TO THEM. FOR THIS I WOULD HAVE YOU KNOW FOR CERTAIN, THAT EVERY ONE WHO HAS AT ANY TIME WORSHIPPED IDOLS, AND HAS ADORED THOSE WHOM THE PAGANS CALL GODS, OR HAS EATEN OF THE THINGS SACRIFICED TO THEM, IS NOT WITHOUT AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT; FOR HE HAS BECOME A GUEST OF DEMONS, AND HAS BEEN PARTAKER WITH THAT DEMON OF WHICH HE HAS FORMED THE IMAGE IN HIS MIND, EITHER THROUGH FEAR OR LOVE. AND BY THESE MEANS HE IS NOT FREE FROM AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT, AND THEREFORE NEEDS THE PURIFICATION OF BAPTISM, THAT THE UNCLEAN SPIRIT MAY GO OUT OF HIM, WHICH HAS MADE ITS ABODE IN THE INMOST AFFECTIONS OF HIS SOUL, AND WHAT IS WORSE, GIVES NO INDICATION THAT IT LURKS WITHIN, FOR FEAR IT SHOULD BE EXPOSED AND EXPELLED."
CHAPTER LXXII. THE REMEDY.
"FOR THESE UNCLEAN SPIRITS LOVE TO DWELL IN THE BODIES OF MEN, THAT THEY MAY FULFIL THEIR OWN DESIRES BY THEIR SERVICE, AND, INCLINING THE MOTIONS OF THEIR SOULS TO THOSE THINGS WHICH THEY THEMSELVES DESIRE, MAY COMPEL THEM TO OBEY THEIR OWN LUSTS, THAT THEY MAY BECOME WHOLLY VESSELS OF DEMONS. ONE OF WHOM IS THIS SIMON, WHO IS SEIZED WITH SUCH DISEASE, AND CANNOT NOW BE HEALED, BECAUSE HE IS SICK IN HIS WILL AND PURPOSE. NOR DOES THE DEMON DWELL IN HIM AGAINST HIS WILL; AND THEREFORE, IF ANY ONE WOULD DRIVE IT OUT OF HIM, SINCE IT IS INSEPARABLE FROM HIMSELF, AND, SO TO SPEAK, HAS NOW BECOME HIS VERY SOUL, HE SHOULD SEEM RATHER TO KILL HIM, AND TO INCUR THE GUILT OF MANSLAUGHTER. LET NO ONE OF YOU THEREFORE BE SADDENED AT BEING SEPARATED FROM EATING WITH US, FOR EVERY ONE OUGHT TO OBSERVE THAT IT IS FOR JUST SO LONG A TIME AS HE PLEASES. FOR HE WHO WISHES SOON TO BE BAPTIZED IS SEPARATED BUT FOR A LITTLE TIME, BUT HE FOR A LONGER WHO WISHES TO BE BAPTIZED LATER. EVERY ONE THEREFORE HAS IT IN HIS OWN POWER TO DEMAND A SHORTER OR A LONGER TIME FOR HIS REPENTANCE; AND THEREFORE, IT LIES WITH YOU, WHEN YOU WISH IT, TO COME TO OUR TABLE; AND NOT WITH US, WHO ARE NOT PERMITTED TO TAKE FOOD WITH ANY ONE WHO HAS NOT BEEN BAPTIZED. IT IS RATHER YOU, THEREFORE, WHO HINDER US FROM EATING WITH YOU, IF YOU INTERPOSE DELAYS IN THE WAY OF YOUR PURIFICATION, AND DEFER YOUR BAPTISM." HAVING SAID THUS, AND HAVING BLESSED, HE TOOK FOOD. AND AFTERWARDS, WHEN HE HAD GIVEN THANKS TO GOD, HE WENT INTO THE HOUSE AND WENT TO BED; AND WE ALL DID THE LIKE, FOR IT WAS NOW NIGHT. THEREFORE, OF THOSE THAT I FORMERLY SENT TO YOU, CONTAINS AN ACCOUNT OF THE TRUE PROPHET, AND OF THE PECULIARITY OF THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE LAW, ACCORDING TO WHAT THE TRADITION OF MOSES TEACHES. THE SECOND CONTAINS AN ACCOUNT OF THE BEGINNING, AND WHETHER THERE BE ONE BEGINNING OR MANY, AND THAT THE LAW OF THE HEBREWS KNOWS WHAT IMMENSITY IS. THE THIRD, CONCERNING GOD, AND THOSE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN ORDAINED BY HIM. THE FOURTH, THAT THOUGH THERE ARE MANY THAT ARE CALLED GODS, THERE IS BUT ONE TRUE GOD, ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONIES OF THE SCRIPTURES. THE FIFTH, THAT THERE ARE TWO HEAVENS, ONE OF WHICH IS THAT VISIBLE FIRMAMENT WHICH SHALL PASS AWAY, BUT THE OTHER IS ETERNAL AND INVISIBLE. THE SIXTH, CONCERNING GOOD AND EVIL; AND THAT ALL THINGS ARE SUBJECTED TO GOOD BY THE FATHER; AND WHY, AND HOW, AND WHENCE EVIL IS, AND THAT IT CO-OPERATES WITH GOOD, BUT NOT WITH A GOOD PURPOSE; AND WHAT ARE THE SIGNS OF GOOD, AND WHAT THOSE OF EVIL; AND WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN DUALITY AND CONJUNCTION. THE SEVENTH, WHAT ARE THE THINGS WHICH THE TWELVE APOSTLES TREATED OF IN THE PRESENCE OF THE PEOPLE IN THE TEMPLE. THE EIGHTH, CONCERNING THE WORDS OF THE LORD WHICH SEEM TO BE CONTRADICTORY, BUT ARE NOT; AND WHAT IS THE EXPLANATION OF THEM. THE NINTH, THAT THE LAW WHICH HAS BEEN GIVEN BY GOD IS RIGHTEOUS AND PERFECT, AND THAT IT ALONE CAN MAKE PURE. THE TENTH, CONCERNING THE CARNAL BIRTH OF MEN, AND CONCERNING THE GENERATION WHICH IS BY BAPTISM; AND WHAT IS THE SUCCESSION OF CARNAL SEED IN MAN; AND WHAT IS THE ACCOUNT OF HIS SOUL, AND HOW THE FREEDOM OF THE WILL IS IN IT, WHICH, SEEING IT IS NOT UNBEGOTTEN, BUT MADE, COULD NOT BE IMMOVEABLE FROM GOOD. CONCERNING THESE SEVERAL SUBJECTS, THEREFORE, WHATEVER PETER DISCOURSED AT CAESAREA, ACCORDING TO HIS COMMAND, AS I HAVE SAID, I HAVE SENT YOU WRITTEN IN TEN VOLUMES. BUT ON THE NEXT DAY, AS HAD BEEN DETERMINED, WE SET OUT FROM CAESAREA WITH SOME FAITHFUL MEN, WHO HAD RESOLVED TO ACCOMPANY PETER.
[bookmark: P1923_530759]ANTE-NICENE FATHERS, VOL. VIII RECOGNITIONS OF CLEMENT
CHAPTER I. -PEARLS BEFORE SWINE.
[bookmark: P1927_532301]MEANTIME PETER, RISING AT THE CROWING OF THE COCK, AND WISHING TO ROUSE US, FOUND US AWAKE, THE EVENING LIGHT STILL BURNING; AND WHEN, ACCORDING TO CUSTOM, HE HAD SALUTED US, AND WE HAD ALL SAT DOWN, HE THUS BEGAN. "NOTHING IS MORE DIFFICULT, THY BRETHREN, THAN TO REASON CONCERNING THE TRUTH IN THE PRESENCE OF A MIXED MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE. FOR THAT WHICH IS MAY NOT BE SPOKEN TO ALL AS IT IS, ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE WHO HEAR WICKEDLY AND TREACHEROUSLY; YET IT IS NOT PROPER TO DECEIVE, ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE WHO DESIRE TO HEAR THE TRUTH SINCERELY. WHAT, THEN, SHALL HE DO WHO HAS TO ADDRESS A MIXED MULTITUDE? SHALL HE CONCEAL WHAT IS TRUE? HOW, THEN, SHALL HE INSTRUCT THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY? BUT IF HE SET FORTH PURE TRUTH TO THOSE WHO DO NOT DESIRE TO OBTAIN SALVATION, HE DOES INJURY TO HIM BY WHOM HE HAS BEEN SENT, AND FROM WHOM HE HAS RECEIVED COMMANDMENT NOT TO THROW THE PEARLS OF HIS WORDS BEFORE SWINE AND DOGS, WHO, STRIVING AGAINST THEM WITH ARGUMENTS AND SOPHISMS, ROLL THEM IN THE RAND OF CARNAL UNDERSTANDING, AND BY THEIR BARKING’S AND BASE ANSWERS BREAK AND WEARY THE PREACHERS OF GOD'S WORD. WHEREFORE I ALSO, FOR THE MOST PART, BY USING A CERTAIN CIRCUMLOCUTION, ENDEAVOR TO AVOID PUBLISHING THE CHIEF KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING THE SUPREME DIVINITY TO UNWORTHY EARS." THEN, BEGINNING FROM THE FATHER, AND THE SON, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, HE BRIEFLY AND PLAINLY EXPOUNDED TO US, SO THAT ALL OF US HEARING HIM WONDERED THAT MEN HAVE FORSAKEN THE TRUTH, AND HAVE TURNED THEMSELVES TO VANITY.
CHAPTER XII. -SECOND DAY'S DISCUSSION.
[bookmark: P1932_533561]BUT WHEN THE DAY HAD DAWNED, SOME ONE CAME IN AND SAID: "THERE IS A VERY GREAT MULTITUDE WAITING IN THE COURT, AND IN THE MIDST OF THEM STANDS SIMON, ENDEAVORING TO PREOCCUPY THE EARS OF THE PEOPLE WITH MOST WICKED PERSUASIONS." THEN PETER, IMMEDIATELY GOING OUT, STOOD IN THE PLACE WHERE HE HAD DISPUTED THE DAY BEFORE, AND ALL THE PEOPLE TURNING TO HIM WITH JOY, GAVE HEED TO HIM. BUT WHEN SIMON PERCEIVED THAT THE PEOPLE REJOICED AT THE SIGHT OF PETER, AND WERE MOVED TO LOVE HIM, HE SAID IN CONFUSION: "I WONDER AT THE FOLLY OF MEN, WHO CALL ME A MAGICIAN, AND LOVE PETER; WHEREAS, HAVING KNOWLEDGE OF ME OF OLD, THEY OUGHT TO LOVE ME RATHER. AND THEREFORE, FROM THIS SIGN THOSE WHO HAVE SENSE MAY UNDERSTAND THAT PETER MAY RATHER SEEM TO BE THE MAGICIAN, SINCE AFFECTION IS NOT BORNE TO ME, TO WHOM IT IS ALMOST DUE FROM ACQUAINTANCE, BUT IS ABUNDANTLY EXPENDED UPON HIM, TO WHOM IT IS NOT DUE BY ANY FAMILIARITY."
CHAPTER XIII. -SIMON A SEDUCER.
[bookmark: P1936_535055]WHILE SIMON WAS TALKING ON IN THIS STYLE, PETER, HAVING SALUTED THE PEOPLE IN HIS USUAL WAY. THUS ANSWERED: "O SIMON, HIS OWN CONSCIENCE IS SUFFICIENT FOR EVERY ONE TO CONFUTE HIM; BUT IF YOU WONDER AT THIS, THAT THOSE WHO ARE ACQUAINTED WITH YOU NOT ONLY DO NOT LOVE YOU BUT EVEN HATE YOU, LEARN THE REASON FROM ME. SINCE YOU ARE A SEDUCER YOU PROFESS TO PROCLAIM THE TRUTH; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT YOU HAD MANY FRIENDS WHO HAD A DESIRE TO LEARN THE TRUTH. BUT WHEN THEY SAW IN YOU, THINGS CONTRARY TO WHAT YOU PROFESSED, THEY BEING, AS I SAID, LOVERS OF TRUTH, BEGAN NOT ONLY NOT TO LOVE YOU, BUT EVEN TO HATE YOU. BUT YET THEY DID NOT IMMEDIATELY FORSAKE YOU, BECAUSE YOU STILL PROMISED THAT YOU COULD SHOW THEM WHAT IS TRUE. AS LONG, THEREFORE, AS NO ONE WAS PRESENT WHO COULD SHOW THEM, THEY BORE WITH YOU; BUT SINCE THE HOPE OF BETTER INSTRUCTION HAS DAWNED UPON THEM, THEY DESPISE YOU, AND SEEK TO KNOW WHAT THEY UNDERSTAND TO BE BETTER. AND YOU INDEED, ACTING BY NEFARIOUS ARTS, THOUGHT AT FIRST THAT YOU SHOULD ESCAPE DETECTION. BUT YOU ARE DETECTED. FOR YOU ARE DRIVEN INTO A CORNER, AND, CONTRARY TO YOUR EXPECTATION, YOU ARE MADE NOTORIOUS, NOT ONLY AS BEING IGNORANT OF THE TRUTH, BUT AS BEING UNWILLING TO HEAR IT FROM THOSE WHO KNOW IT. FOR IF YOU HAD BEEN WILLING TO HEAR, THAT SAYING WOULD HAVE BEEN EXEMPLIFIED IN YOU, OF HIM WHO SAID THAT `THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN WHICH SHALL NOT BE KNOWN, NOR COVERED WHICH SHALL NOT BE DISCLOSED.'"
CHAPTER XIV. -SIMON CLAIMS THE FULFILMENT OF PETER'S PROMISE.
[bookmark: P1940_536582]WHILE PETER SPOKE THESE WORDS, AND OTHERS TO THE SAME EFFECT, SIMON ANSWERED: "I WILL NOT HAVE YOU DETAIN ME WITH LONG SPEECHES, PETER; I CLAIM FROM YOU WHAT YOU PROMISED YESTERDAY. YOU THEN SAID THAT YOU COULD SHOW THAT THE LAW TEACHES CONCERNING THE IMMENSITY OF THE ETERNAL LIGHT, AND THAT THERE ARE ONLY TWO HEAVENS, AND THESE CREATED, AND THAT THE HIGHER IS THE ABODE OF THAT LIGHT, IN WHICH THE INEFFABLE FATHER DWELLS ALONE FOR EVER; BUT THAT AFTER THE PATTERN OF THAT HEAVEN IS MADE THIS VISIBLE HEAVEN, WHICH YOU ASSERTED IS TO PASS AWAY. YOU SAID, THEREFORE, THAT THE FATHER OF ALL IS ONE, BECAUSE THERE CANNOT BE TWO INFINITES; ELSE NEITHER OF THEM WOULD BE INFINITE, BECAUSE IN THAT IN WHICH THE ONE SUBSISTS, HE MAKES A LIMIT OF THE SUBSISTENCE OF THE OTHER. SINCE THEN YOU NOT ONLY PROMISED THIS, BUT ARE ABLE TO SHOW IT FROM THE LAW, LEAVE OFF OTHER MATTERS AND SET ABOUT THIS." THEN PETER SAID: "IF I WERE ASKED TO SPEAK OF THESE THINGS ONLY ON YOUR ACCOUNT, WHO COME ONLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONTRADICTING, YOU SHOULD NEVER HEAR A SINGLE DISCOURSE FROM ME; BUT SEEING IT IS NECESSARY THAT THE HUSBANDMAN, WISHING TO SOW GOOD GROUND, SHOULD SOW SOME SEEDS, EITHER IN STONY PLACES, OR PLACES THAT ARE TO BE TRODDEN OF MEN, OR IN PLACES FILLED WITH BRAMBLES AND BRIERS (AS OUR MASTER ALSO SET FORTH, INDICATING BY THESE THE DIVERSITIES OF THE PURPOSES OF SEVERAL SOULS), I SHALL NOT DELAY."
CHAPTER XV. -SIMON'S ARROGANCE.
[bookmark: P1944_538429]THEN SAID SIMON: "YOU SEEM TO ME TO BE ANGRY; BUT IF IT BE SO, IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO ENTER INTO THE CONFLICT." THEN PETER: "I SEE THAT YOU PERCEIVE THAT YOU ARE TO BE CONVICTED, AND YOU WISH POLITELY TO ESCAPE FROM THE CONTEST; FOR WHAT HAVE YOU SEEN TO HAVE MADE ME ANGRY AGAINST YOU, A MAN DESIRING TO DECEIVE SO GREAT A MULTITUDE, AND WHEN YOU HAVE NOTHING TO SAY, PRETENDING MODERATION, WHO ALSO COMMAND, FORSOOTH, BY YOUR AUTHORITY THAT THE CONTROVERSY SHALL BE CONDUCTED AS YOU PLEASE, AND NOT AS ORDER DEMANDS? "THEN SIMON: "I SHALL ENFORCE MYSELF TO BEAR PATIENTLY YOUR UNSKILLFULNESS, THAT I MAY SHOW THAT YOU INDEED WISH TO SEDUCE THE PEOPLE, BUT THAT I TEACH THE TRUTH. BUT NOW I REFRAIN FROM A DISCUSSION CONCERNING THAT BOUNDLESS LIGHT. ANSWER ME, THEREFORE, WHAT I ASK OF YOU. SINCE GOD, AS YOU SAY, MADE ALL THINGS, WHENCE COMES EVIL? " THEN SAID PETER: "TO PUT QUESTIONS IN THIS WAY IS NOT THE PART OF AN OPPONENT, BUT OF A LEARNER. IF THEREFORE YOU WISH TO LEARN, CONFESS IT; AND I SHALL FIRST TEACH YOU HOW YOU OUGHT TO LEARN, AND WHEN YOU HAVE LEARNED TO LISTEN, THEN STRAIGHTWAY I SHALL BEGIN TO TEACH YOU. BUT IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO LEARN, AS THOUGH YOU KNEW ALL THINGS, I SHALL FIRST SET FORTH THE FAITH WHICH I PREACH, AND DO YOU ALSO SET FORTH WHAT YOU THINK TO BE TRUE; AND WHEN THE PROFESSION OF EACH OF US HAS BEEN DISCLOSED, LET OUR HEARERS JUDGE WHOSE DISCOURSE IS SUPPORTED BY TRUTH." TO THIS SIMON ANSWERED: "THIS IS A GOOD JOKE: BEHOLD A FELLOW WHO OFFERS TO TEACH ME! NEVERTHELESS, I SHALL SUFFER YOU, AND BEAR WITH YOUR IGNORANCE AND YOUR ARROGANCE. I CONFESS, THEN, I DO WISH TO LEARN; LET US SEE HOW YOU CAN TEACH ME."
CHAPTER XVI. -EXISTENCE OF EVIL.
[bookmark: P1947_539791]THEN PETER SAID: "IF YOU TRULY WISH TO LEARN, I THEN FIRST LEARN THIS, HOW UNSKILLFULLY YOU HAVE FRAMED YOUR QUESTION; FOR YOU SAY, SINCE. GOD HAS CREATED ALL THINGS, WHENCE IS EVIL? BUT BEFORE YOU ASKED THIS, THREE SORTS OF QUESTIONS SHOULD HAVE HAD THE PRECEDENCE: FIRST, WHETHER THERE BE EVIL? SECONDLY, WHAT EVIL IS? THIRDLY, TO WHOM IT IS, AND WHENCE? "TO THIS SIMON ANSWERED: "OH THOU MOST UNSKILLFUL AND UNLEARNED, IS THERE ANY MAN WHO DOES NOT CONFESS THAT THERE IS EVIL IN THIS LIFE? WHENCE I ALSO, THINKING THAT YOU HAD EVEN THE COMMON SENSE OF ALL MEN, ASKED, WHENCE EVIL IS; NOT AS WISHING TO LEARN, SINCE I KNOW ALL THINGS, LEAST OF ALL FROM YOU, WHO KNOW NOTHING, BUT THAT I MIGHT SHOW YOU TO BE IGNORANT OF ALL THINGS. AND THAT YOU MAY NOT SUPPOSE THAT IT IS BECAUSE I AM ANGRY THAT I SPEAK SOMEWHAT STERNLY, KNOW THAT I AM MOVED WITH COMPASSION FOR THOSE WHO ARE PRESENT, WHOM YOU ARE ATTEMPTING TO DECEIVE." THEN PETER SAID: "THE MORE WICKED ARE YOU, IF YOU CAN DO SUCH WRONG, NOT BEING ANGRY; BUT SMOKE MUST RISE WHERE THERE IS FIRE. NEVERTHELESS, I SHALL TELL YOU, LEST I SHOULD SEEM TO TAKE YOU UP WITH WORDS, SO AS NOT TO ANSWER TO THOSE THINGS WHICH YOU HAVE SPOKEN DISORDERLY. YOU SAY THAT ALL CONFESS THE EXISTENCE OF EVIL, WHICH IS VERILY FALSE; FOR, FIRST OF ALL, THE WHOLE HEBREW NATION DENY ITS EXISTENCE."
CHAPTER XVII. -NOT ADMITTED BY ALL.
[bookmark: P1950_540777]THEN SIMON, INTERRUPTING HIS DISCOURSE, SAID: "THEY DO RIGHTLY WHO SAY THAT THERE IS NO EVIL." THEN PETER ANSWERED: "WE DO NOT PROPOSE TO SPEAK OF THIS NOW, BUT ONLY TO STATE THE FACT THAT THE EXISTENCE OF EVIL IS NOT UNIVERSALLY ADMITTED. BUT THE SECOND QUESTION THAT YOU SHOULD HAVE ASKED IS, WHAT IS EVIL? A SUBSTANCE, AN ACCIDENT, OR AN ACT? AND MANY OTHER THINGS OF THE SAME SORT. AND AFTER THAT, TOWARDS WHAT, OR HOW IT IS, OR TO WHOM IT IS EVIL, WHETHER TO GOD, OR TO ANGELS, OR TO MEN, TO THE RIGHTEOUS OR THE WICKED, TO ALL OR TO SOME, TO ONE'S SELF OR TO NO ONE? AND THEN YOU SHOULD INQUIRE, WHENCE IT IS? WHETHER FROM GOD, OR FROM NOTHING; WHETHER IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN, OR HAS HAD ITS BEGINNING IN TIME; WHETHER IT IS USEFUL OR USELESS? AND MANY OTHER THINGS WHICH A PROPOSITION OF THIS SORT DEMANDS." TO THIS SIMON ANSWERED: "PARDON ME; I WAS IN ERROR CONCERNING THE FIRST QUESTION; BUT SUPPOSE THAT I NOW ASK FIRST, WHETHER EVIL IS OR NOT? "
CHAPTER XVIII. -MANNER OF CONDUCTING THE DISCUSSION.
[bookmark: P1953_541882]THEN PETER SAID: "IN WHAT WAY DO YOU PUT THE QUESTION; AS WISHING TO LEARN, OR TO TEACH OR FOR THE SAKE OF RAISING THE QUESTION? IF INDEED AS WISHING TO LEARN, I HAVE SOMETHING TO TEACH YOU FIRST, THAT COINING BY CONSEQUENCE AND THE RIGHT ORDER OF DOCTRINE, YOU MAY UNDERSTAND FROM YOURSELF WHAT EVIL IS. BUT IF YOU PUT THE QUESTION AS AN INSTRUCTOR, I HAVE NO NEED TO BE TAUGHT BY YOU, FOR I HAVE A MASTER FROM WHOM I HAVE LEARNED ALL THINGS. BUT IF YOU ASK MERELY FOR THE SAKE OF RAISING A QUESTION AND DISPUTING, LET EACH OF US FIRST SET FORTH HIS OPINION, AND SO LET THE MATTER BE DEBATED. FOR IT IS NOT REASONABLE THAT YOU SHOULD ASK AS ONE WISHING TO LEARN, AND CONTRADICT AS ONE TEACHING, SO THAT AFTER MY ANSWER IT SHOULD BE IN YOUR DISCRETION TO SAY WHETHER I HAVE SPOKEN WELL OR ILL. WHEREFORE YOU CANNOT STAND IN THE PLACE OF A GAINSAYER AND BE JUDGE OF WHAT WE SAY. AND THEREFORE, AS I SAID, IF A DISCUSSION IS TO BE HELD, LET EACH OF US STATE HIS SENTIMENTS; AND WHILE WE ARE PLACED IN CONFLICT, THESE RELIGIOUS HEARERS WILL BE JUST JUDGES."
CHAPTER XIX. -DESIRE OF INSTRUCTION.
[bookmark: P1956_543081]THEN SIMON SAID: "DOES IT NOT SEEM TO YOU TO BE ABSURD THAT AN UNSKILLED PEOPLE SHOULD SIT IN JUDGMENT UPON OUR SAYINGS? "THEN PETER: "IT IS NOT SO; FOR WHAT PERHAPS IS LESS CLEAR TO ONE, CAN BE INVESTIGATED BY MANY, FOR OFTENTIMES EVEN A POPULAR RUMOR HAS THE ASPECT OF A PROPHECY. BUT IN ADDITION TO ALL THIS, ALL THESE PEOPLE STAND HERE CONSTRAINED BY THE LOVE OF GOD, AND BY A DESIRE TO KNOW THE TRUTH, AND THEREFORE ALL THESE ARE TO BE REGARDED AS ONE, BY REASON OF THEIR AFFECTION BEING ONE AND THE SAME TOWARDS THE TRUTH; AS, ON THE OTHER HAND, TWO ARE MANY AND DIVERSE, IF THEY DISAGREE WITH EACH OTHER. BUT IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE AN INDICATION HOW ALL THESE PEOPLE WHO STAND BEFORE US ARE AS ONE MAN, CONSIDER FROM THEIR VERY SILENCE AND QUIETNESS HOW WITH ALL PATIENCE, AS YOU SEE, THEY DO HONOR TO THE TRUTH OF GOD, EVEN BEFORE THEY LEARN IT, FOR THEY HAVE NOT YET LEARNED THE GREATER OBSERVANCE WHICH THEY OWE TO IT. WHEREFORE I HOPE, THROUGH THE MERCY OF GOD, THAT HE WILL ACCEPT THE RELIGIOUS PURPOSE OF THEIR MIND TOWARDS HIM, AND WILL GIVE THE PALM OF VICTORY TO HIM WHO PREACHES THE TRUTH, THAT HE MAY MAKE MANIFEST TO THEM THE HERALD OF TRUTH."
CHAPTER XX. -COMMON PRINCIPLES.
[bookmark: P1960_544295]THEN SIMON: "ON WHAT SUBJECT DO YON WISH THE DISCUSSION TO BE HELD? TELL ME, THAT I ALSO MAY DEFINE WHAT I THINK, AND SO THE INQUIRY MAY BEGIN." AND PETER ANSWERED: "IF INDEED, YOU WILL DO AS I THINK RIGHT, I WOULD HAVE IT DONE ACCORDING TO THE PRECEPT OF MY MASTER, WHO FIRST OF ALL COMMANDED THE HEBREW NATION, WHOM HE KNEW TO HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, AND THAT IT IS HE WHO MADE THE WORLD, NOT THAT THEY SHOULD INQUIRE ABOUT HIM WHOM THEY KNEW, BUT THAT, KNOWING HIM, THEY SHOULD INVESTIGATE HIS WILL AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS; BECAUSE IT IS PLACED IN MEN'S POWER THAT, SEARCHING INTO THESE THINGS, THEY MAY FIND, AND DO, AND OBSERVE THOSE THINGS CONCERNING WHICH THEY ARE TO BE JUDGED. THEREFORE, HE COMMANDED US TO INQUIRE, NOT WHENCE EVIL COMETH, AS YOU ASKED JUST NOW, BUT TO SEEK THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE GOOD GOD, AND HIS KINGDOM; AND ALL THESE THINGS, SAYS HE, SHALL BE ADDED TO YOU." THEN SIMON SAID: "SINCE THESE THINGS ARE COMMANDED TO HEBREWS, AS HAVING A RIGHT KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, AND BEING OF OPINION THAT EVERY ONE HAS IT IN HIS POWER TO DO THESE THINGS CONCERNING WHICH HE IS TO BE JUDGED, BUT MY OPINION DIFFERS FROM THEIRS, WHERE DO YOU WISH ME TO BEGIN? "
CHAPTER XXI. -FREEDOM OF THE WILL.
[bookmark: P1964_545521]THEN SAID PETER: "I ADVISE THAT THE FIRST INQUIRY BE, WHETHER IT BE IN OUR POWER TO KNOW WHENCE WE ARE TO BE JUDGED." BUT SIMON SAID: "NOT SO; BUT CONCERNING GOD, ABOUT WHOM ALL WHO ARE PRESENT ARE DESIROUS TO HEAR." THEN PETER: "YOU ADMIT, THEN, THAT SOMETHING IS IN THE POWER OF THE WILL: ONLY CONFESS THIS, IF IT IS SO, AND LET US INQUIRE, AS YOU SAY, CONCERNING GOD." TO THIS SIMON ANSWERED: "BY NO MEANS" THEN PETER SAID: "IF, THEN, NOTHING IS IN OUR POWER, IT IS USELESS FOR US TO INQUIRE ANYTHING CONCERNING GOD, SINCE IT IS NOT IN THE POWER OF THOSE WHO SEEK TO FIND; HENCE I SAID WELL, THAT THIS SHOULD BE THE FIRST INQUIRY, WHETHER ANYTHING IS IN THE POWER OF THE WILL." THEN SAID SIMON: "WE CANNOT EVEN UNDERSTAND THIS THAT YOU SAY, IF THERE IS ANYTHING IN THE POWER OF THE WILL." BUT PETER, SEEING THAT HE WAS TURNING TO CONTENTION, AND, THROUGH FEAR OF BEING OVERCOME, WAS CONFOUNDING ALL THINGS AS BEING IN GENERAL UNCERTAIN, ANSWERED: "HOW THEN DO YOU KNOW THAT IT IS NOT IN THE POWER OF MAN TO KNOW ANYTHING, SINCE THIS VERY THING AT LEAST YOU KNOW?"
CHAPTER XXII. -RESPONSIBILITY.
[bookmark: P1967_547436]THEN SIMON SAID: "I KNOW NOT WHETHER I KNOW EVEN THIS; FOR EVERY ONE, ACCORDING AS IT IS DECREED TO HIM BY FATE, EITHER DOES, OR UNDERSTANDS, OR SUFFERS." THEN PETER SAID: "SEE, MY BRETHREN, INTO WHAT ABSURDITIES SIMON HAS FALLEN, WHO BEFORE MY COMING WAS TEACHING THAT MEN HAVE IT IN THEIR POWER TO BE WISE AND TO DO WHAT THEY WILL, BUT NOW, DRIVEN INTO A CORNER BY THE FORCE OF MY ARGUMENTS, HE DENIES THAT MAN HAS ANY POWER EITHER OF PERCEIVING OR OF ACTING; AND YET HE PRESUMES TO PROFESS HIMSELF TO BE A TEACHER! BUT TELL ME HOW THEN GOD JUDGES ACCORDING TO TRUTH EVERY ONE FOR HIS DOINGS, IF MEN HAVE IT NOT IN THEIR OWN POWER TO DO ANYTHING? IF THIS OPINION HE HELD, ALL THINGS ARE TORN UP BY THE ROOTS; VAIN WILL BE THE DESIRE OF FOLLOWING AFTER GOODNESS; YEA, EVEN IN VAIN DO THE JUDGES OF THE WORLD ADMINISTER LAWS AND PUNISH THOSE WHO DO AMISS, FOR THEY HAD IT NOT IN THEIR POWER NOT TO SIN; VAIN ALSO WILL BE THE LAWS OF NATIONS WHICH ASSIGN PENALTIES TO EVIL DEEDS. MISERABLE ALSO WILL THOSE BE WHO LABORIOUSLY KEEP RIGHTEOUSNESS; BUT BLESSED THOSE WHO, LIVING IN PLEASURE, EXERCISE TYRANNY, LIVING IN LUXURY AND WICKEDNESS. ACCORDING TO THIS. THEREFORE, THERE CAN BE NEITHER RIGHTEOUSNESS, NOR GOODNESS, NOR ANY VIRTUE, NOR, AS YOU WOULD HAVE IT, ANY GOD. BUT, O SIMON, I KNOW WHY YOU HAVE SPOKEN THUS: TRULY BECAUSE YOU WISHED TO AVOID INQUIRY, LEST YOU SHOULD BE OPENLY CONFUTED; AND THEREFORE, YOU SAY THAT IT IS NOT IN THE POWER OF MAN TO PERCEIVE OR TO DISCERN ANYTHING. BUT IF THIS HAD REALLY BEEN YOUR OPINION, YOU WOULD NOT SURELY, BEFORE MY COMING, HAVE PROFESSED YOURSELF BEFORE THE PEOPLE TO BE A TEACHER. I SAY, THEREFORE, THAT MAN IS UNDER HIS OWN CONTROL." THEN SAID SIMON: "WHAT IS THE MEANING OF BEING UNDER HIS OWN CONTROL? TELL US." TO THIS PETER: "IF NOTHING CAN HE LEARNED, WHY DO YOU WISH TO HEAR? "AND SIMON SAID: "YOU HAVE NOTHING TO ANSWER TO THIS."
CHAPTER XXIII. -ORIGIN OF EVIL.
[bookmark: P1970_548538]THEN SAID PETER: "I SHALL SPEAK, NOT AS UNDER COMPULSION FROM YOU, BUT AT THE REQUEST OF THE HEARERS. THE POWER OF CHOICE IS THE SENSE OF THE SOUL, POSSESSING A QUALITY BY WHICH IT CAN BE INCLINED TOWARDS WHAT ACTS IT WILLS." THEN SIMON, APPLAUDING PETER FOR WHAT HE HAD SPOKEN, SAID: "TRULY YOU HAVE EXPOUNDED IT MAGNIFICENTLY AND INCOMPARABLY, FOR IT IS MY DUTY TO BEAR TESTIMONY TO YOUR SPEAKING WELL. NOW IF YOU WILL EXPLAIN TO ME THIS WHICH I NOW ASK YOU, IN ALL THINGS ELSE I SHALL SUBMIT TO YOU. WHAT I WISH TO LEARN, THEN, IS THIS: IF WHAT GOD WISHES TO BE, IS; AND WHAT HE DOES NOT WISH TO BE, IS NOT. ANSWER ME THIS." THEN PETER: "IF YOU DO NOT KNOW THAT YOU ARE ASKING AN ABSURD AND INCOMPETENT QUESTION, I SHALL PARDON YOU AND EXPLAIN; BUT IF YOU ARE AWARE THAT YON ARE ASKING INCONSEQUENTLY, YOU DO NOT WELL." THEN SIMON SAID: "I SWEAR BY THE SUPREME DIVINITY, WHATSOEVER THAT MAY BE, WHICH JUDGES AND PUNISHES THOSE WHO SIN, THAT I KNOW NOT WHAT I HAVE SAID INCONSEQUENTLY, OR WHAT ABSURDITY THERE IS IN MY WORDS, THAT IS, IN THOSE THAT I HAVE JUST UTTERED."
CHAPTER XXIV. -GOD THE AUTHOR OF GOOD, NOT OF EVIL.
[bookmark: P1974_550037]TO THIS PETER ANSWERED: "SINCE, THEN, YOU CONFESS THAT YOU ARE IGNORANT, NOW LEARN. YOUR QUESTION DEMANDED OUR DELIVERANCE ON TWO MATTERS THAT ARE CONTRARY TO ONE ANOTHER. FOR EVERY MOTION IS DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS, SO THAT A CERTAIN PART IS MOVED BY NECESSITY, AND ANOTHER BY WILL; AND THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE MOVED BY NECESSITY ARE ALWAYS IN MOTION, THOSE WHICH ARE MOVED BY WILL, NOT ALWAYS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE SUN'S MOTION IS PERFORMED BY NECESSITY TO COMPLETE ITS APPOINTED CIRCUIT, AND EVERY STATE AND SERVICE OF HEAVEN DEPENDS UPON NECESSARY MOTIONS. BUT MAN DIRECTS THE VOLUNTARY MOTIONS OF HIS OWN ACTIONS. AND THUS, THERE ARE SOME THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN CREATED FOR THIS END, THAT IN THEIR SERVICES THEY SHOULD HE SUBJECT TO NECESSITY, AND SHOULD BE UNABLE TO DO AUGHT ELSE THAN WHAT HAS BEEN ASSIGNED TO THEM; AND WHEN THEY HAVE ACCOMPLISHED THIS SERVICE, THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS. WHO THUS ARRANGED THEM ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, PRESERVES THEM. BUT THERE ARE OTHER THINGS, IN WHICH THERE IS A POWER OF WILL, AND WHICH HAVE A FREE CHOICE OF DOING WHAT THEY WILL. THESE, AS I HAVE SAID, DO NOT REMAIN ALWAYS IN THAT ORDER IN WHICH THEY WERE CREATED: BUT ACCORDING AS THEIR WILL LEADS THEM, AND THE JUDGMENT OF THEIR MIND INCLINES THEM, THEY EFFECT EITHER GOOD OR EVIL; AND THEREFORE, HE HATH PROPOSED REWARDS TO THOSE WHO DO WELL, AND PENALTIES TO THOSE WHO DO EVIL. 
CHAPTER XXV. -"WHO HATH RESISTED HIS WILL?"
[bookmark: P1977_551434]YOU SAY, THEREFORE, IF GOD WISHES ANYTHING TO BE, IT IS; AND IF HE DO NOT WISH IT, IT IS NOT. BUT IF I WERE TO ANSWER THAT WHAT HE WISHES IS, AND WHAT HE WISHES NOT IS NOT, YOU WOULD SAY THAT THEN HE WISHES THE EVIL THINGS TO BE WHICH ARE DONE IN THE WORLD, SINCE EVERYTHING THAT HE WISHES IS, AND EVERYTHING THAT HE WISHES NOT IS NOT. BUT IF I HAD ANSWERED THAT IT IS NOT SO THAT WHAT GOD WISHES IS, AND WHAT HE WISHES NOT IS NOT, THEN YOU WOULD RETORT UPON ME THAT GOD MUST THEN BE POWERLESS, IF HE CANNOT DO WHAT HE WILLS; AND YOU WOULD BE ALL THE MORE PETULANT, AS THINKING THAT YOU HAD GOT A VICTORY, THOUGH HAD SAID NOTHING TO THE POINT. THEREFORE, YOU ARE IGNORANT, O SIMON, YEA VERY IGNORANT, HOW THE WILL OF GOD ACTS IN EACH INDIVIDUAL CASE. FOR SOME THINGS, AS WE HAVE SAID, HE HAS SO WILLED TO BE, THAT THEY CANNOT BE OTHERWISE THAN AS THEY ARE ORDAINED BY HIM; AND TO THESE HE HAS ASSIGNED NEITHER REWARDS NOR PUNISHMENTS; BUT THOSE WHICH HE HAS WILLED TO BE SO THAT THEY HAVE IT IN THEIR POWER TO DO WHAT THEY WILL, HE HAS ASSIGNED TO THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR ACTIONS AND THEIR WILLS, TO EARN EITHER REWARDS OR PUNISHMENTS. SINCE, THEREFORE, AS I HAVE INFORMED YOU, ALL THINGS THAT ARE MOVED ARE DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS, ACCORDING TO THE DISTINCTION THAT I FORMERLY STATED, EVERYTHING THAT GOD WILLS IS, AND EVERYTHING THAT HE WILLS NOT IS NOT.
CHAPTER XXVI. -NO GOODNESS WITHOUT LIBERTY
[bookmark: P1981_553027]TO THIS SIMON ANSWERED: "WAS NOT HE ABLE TO MAKE US ALL SUCH THAT WE SHOULD BE GOOD, AND THAT WE SHOULD NOT HAVE IT IN OUR POWER TO BE OTHERWISE? "PETER ANSWERED: "THIS ALSO IS AN ABSURD QUESTION. FOR IF HE HAD MADE US OF AN UNCHANGEABLE NATURE AND INCAPABLE OF BEING MOVED AWAY FROM GOOD, WE SHOULD NOT BE REALLY GOOD, BECAUSE WE COULD NOT BE AUGHT ELSE; AND IT WOULD NOT BE OF OUR PURPOSE THAT WE WERE GOOD; AND WHAT WE DID WOULD NOT BE OURS, BUT OF THE NECESSITY OF OUR NATURE. BUT HOW CAN THAT BE CALLED GOOD WHICH IS NOT DONE OF PURPOSE? AND ON THIS ACCOUNT THE WORLD REQUIRED LONG PERIODS, UNTIL THE NUMBER OF SOULS WHICH WERE PREDESTINED TO FILL IT SHOULD BE COMPLETED, AND THEN THAT VISIBLE HEAVEN SHOULD BE FOLDED UP LIKE A SCROLL, AND THAT WHICH IS HIGHER SHOULD APPEAR, AND THE SOULS OF THE BLESSED, BEING RESTORED TO THEIR BODIES, SHOULD BE USHERED INTO LIGHT; BUT THE SOULS OF THE WICKED, FOR THEIR IMPURE ACTIONS BEING SURROUNDED WITH FIERY SPIRIT, SHOULD BE PLUNGED INTO THE ABYSS OF UNQUENCHABLE FIRE, TO ENDURE PUNISHMENTS THROUGH ETERNITY. NOW THAT THESE THINGS ARE SO, THE TRUE PROPHET. HAS TESTIFIED TO US; CONCERNING WHOM, IF YOU WISH TO KNOW THAT HE IS A PROPHET, I SHALL INSTRUCT YOU BY INNUMERABLE DECLARATIONS. FOR OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE SPOKEN BY HIM, EVEN NOW EVERYTHING THAT HE SAID IS BEING FULFILLED; AND THOSE THINGS WHICH HE SPOKE WITH RESPECT TO THE FUTURE ARE BELIEVED TO BE ABOUT TO BE FULFILLED, FOR FAITH IS GIVEN TO THE FUTURE FROM THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE ALREADY COME TO PASS."
CHAPTER XXVII. -THE VISIBLE HEAVEN: WHY MADE.
[bookmark: P1985_554219]BUT SIMON, PERCEIVING THAT PETER WAS CLEARLY ASSIGNING A REASON FROM THE HEAD OF PROPHECY, FROM WHICH THE WHOLE QUESTION IS SETTLED, DECLINED THAT THE DISCOURSE SHOULD TAKE THIS TURN; AND THUS ANSWERED: "GIVE ME AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTIONS THAT I PUT, AND TELL ME, IF THAT VISIBLE HEAVEN IS. AS YOU SAY, TO BE DISSOLVED, WHY WAS IT MADE AT FIRST? "PETER ANSWERED: "IT WAS MADE FOR THE SAKE OF THIS PRESENT LIFE OF MEN, THAT THERE MIGHT BE SOME SORT OF INTERPOSITION AND SEPARATION, LEST ANY UNWORTHY ONE MIGHT SEE THE HABITATION OF THE CELESTIALS AND THE ABODE OF GOD HIMSELF, WHICH ARE PREPARED IN ORDER TO BE SEEN BY THOSE ONLY WHO ARE OF PURE HEART. BUT NOW, THAT IS IN THE TIME OF THE CONFLICT, IT HAS PLEASED HIM THAT THOSE THINGS BE INVISIBLE, WHICH ARE DESTINED AS A REWARD TO THE CONQUERORS." THEN SIMON SAID: "IF THE CREATOR IS GOOD, AND THE WORLD IS GOOD, HOW SHALL HE WHO IS GOOD EVER DESTROY THAT WHICH IS GOOD? BUT IF HE SHALL DESTROY THAT WHICH IS GOOD, HOW SHALL HE HIMSELF BE THOUGHT TO BE GOOD? BUT IF HE SHALL DISSOLVE AND DESTROY IT AS EVIL, HOW SHALL HE NOT APPEAR TO BE EVIL, WHO HAS MADE THAT WHICH IS EVIL?"
CHAPTER XXVIII. -WHY TO BE DISSOLVED.
[bookmark: P1988_555243]TO THIS PETER REPLIED: "SINCE WE HAVE PROMISED NOT TO RUN AWAY FROM YOUR BLASPHEMIES, WE ENDURE THEM PATIENTLY, FOR YOU SHALL YOURSELF RENDER AN ACCOUNT FOR THE THINGS THAT YOU SPEAK. LISTEN NOW, THEREFORE. IF INDEED THAT HEAVEN WHICH IS VISIBLE AND TRANSIENT HAD BEEN MADE FOR ITS OWN SAKE, THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN SOME REASON IN WHAT YOU SAY, THAT IT OUGHT NOT TO BE DISSOLVED. BUT IF IT WAS MADE NOT FOR ITS OWN SAKE, BUT FOR THE SAKE OF SOMETHING ELSE, IT MUST OF NECESSITY BE DISSOLVED, THAT THAT FOR WHICH IT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN MADE MAY APPEAR. AS I MIGHT SAY, BY WAY OF ILLUSTRATION, HOWEVER FAIRLY AND CAREFULLY THE SHELL OF THE EGG MAY SEEM TO HAVE BEEN FORMED, IT IS YET NECESSARY THAT IT BE BROKEN AND OPENED, THAT THE CHICK MAY ISSUE FROM IT, AND THAT MAY APPEAR FOR WHICH THE FORM OF THE WHOLE EGG SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN MOLDED. SO ALSO, THEREFORE, IT IS NECESSARY THAT THE CONDITION OF THIS WORLD PASS AWAY, THAT THAT SUBLIMER CONDITION OF THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM MAY SHINE FORTH." 
CHAPTER XXIX. -CORRUPTIBLE AND TEMPORARY THINGS MADE BY THE INCORRUPTIBLE AND ETERNAL.
[bookmark: P1993_556323]THEN SIMON: "IT DOES NOT SEEM TO ME THAT THE HEAVEN, WHICH HAS BEEN MADE BY GOD, CAN BE DISSOLVED. FOR THINGS MADE BY THE ETERNAL ONE ARE ETERNAL, WHILE THINGS MADE BY A CORRUPTIBLE ONE IS TEMPORARY AND DECAYING." THEN PETER: "IT IS NOT SO. INDEED, CORRUPTIBLE AND TEMPORARY THINGS OF ALL SORTS ARE MADE BY MORTAL CREATURES; BUT THE ETERNAL DOES NOT ALWAYS MAKE THINGS CORRUPTIBLE, NOR ALWAYS INCORRUPTIBLE; BUT ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD THE CREATOR, SO WILL BE THE THINGS WHICH HE CREATES. FOR THE POWER OF GOD IS NOT SUBJECT TO LAW, BUT HIS WILL IS LAW TO HIS CREATURES." THEN SIMON ANSWERED: "I CALL YOU BACK TO THE FIRST QUESTION. YOU SAID NOW THAT GOD IS VISIBLE TO NO ONE; BUT WHEN THAT HEAVEN SHALL BE DISSOLVED, AND THAT SUPERIOR CONDITION OF THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM SHALL SHINE FORTH, THEN THOSE WHO ARE PURE IN HEART SHALL SEE GOD; WHICH STATEMENT IS CONTRARY TO THE LAW, FOR THERE IT IS WRITTEN THAT GOD SAID, `NONE SHALL SEE MY FACE AND LIVE.'"
CHAPTER XXX. -HOW THE PURE IN HEART SEE GOD.
[bookmark: P1998_558079]THEN PETER ANSWERED: "TO THOSE WHO DO NOT READ THE LAW ACCORDING TO THE TRADITION OF MOSES, MY SPEECH APPEARS TO BE CONTRARY TO IT; BUT I WILL SHOW YOU HOW IT IS NOT CONTRADICTORY. GOD IS SEEN BY THE MIND, NOT BY THE BODY; BY THE SPIRIT, NOT BY THE FLESH. WHENCE ALSO ANGELS, WHO ARE SPIRITS, SEE GOD; AND THEREFORE MEN, AS LONG AS THEY ARE MEN, CANNOT SEE HIM. BUT AFTER THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, WHEN THEY SHALL HAVE BEEN MADE LIKE THE ANGELS, THEY SHALL BE ABLE TO SEE GOD. AND THUS, MY STATEMENT IS NOT CONTRARY TO THE LAW; NEITHER IS THAT WHICH OUR MASTER SAID, `BLESSED ARE THEY OF A PURE HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD.' FOR HE SHOWED THAT A TIME SHALL COME IN WHICH OF MEN SHALL BE MADE ANGELS, WHO IN THE SPIRIT OF THEIR MIND SHALL SEE GOD." AFTER THESE AND MANY SIMILAR SAYINGS, SIMON BEGAN TO ASSERT WITH MANY OATHS, SAYING: "CONCERNING ONE THING ONLY RENDER ME A REASON, WHETHER THE SOUL IS IMMORTAL, AND I SHALL SUBMIT TO YOUR WILL IN ALL THINGS. BUT LET IT BE TO-MORROW, FOR TO-DAY IT IS LATE." WHEN THEREFORE PETER BEGAN TO SPEAK, SIMON WENT OUT, AND WITH HIM A VERY FEW OF HIS ASSOCIATES; AND THAT FOR SHAME. BUT ALL THE REST, TURNING TO PETER, ON BENDED KNEES PROSTRATED THEMSELVES BEFORE HIM; AND SOME OF THOSE WHO WERE AFFLICTED WITH DIVERSE SICKNESSES, OR INVADED BY DEMONS, WERE HEALED BY THE PRAYER OF PETER, AND DEPARTED REJOICING, AS HAVING OBTAINED AT ONCE THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRUE GOD, AND ALSO HIS MERCY. WHEN THEREFORE THE CROWDS HAD WITHDRAWN, AND ONLY WE HIS ATTENDANTS REMAINED WITH HIM, WE SAT DOWN ON COUCHES PLACED ON THE GROUND, EACH ONE RECOGNIZING HIS ACCUSTOMED PLACE, AND HAVING TAKEN FOOD, AND GIVEN THANKS TO GOD, WE WENT TO SLEEP.
CHAPTER XXXI. -DILIGENCE IN STUDY.
[bookmark: P2001_559175]BUT ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, PETER, AS USUAL, RISING BEFORE DAWN, FOUND US ALREADY AWAKE AND READY TO LISTEN; AND THUS BEGAN: "I ENTREAT YOU, MY BRETHREN AND FELLOW-SERVANTS, THAT IF ANY OF YOU IS NOT ABLE TO WAKE, HE SHOULD NOT TORMENT HIMSELF THROUGH RESPECT TO MY PRESENCE, BECAUSE SUDDEN CHANGE IS DIFFICULT; BUT IF FOR A LONG TIME ONE GRADUALLY ACCUSTOMS HIMSELF, THAT WILL NOT BE DISTRESSING WHICH COMES OF USE. FOR WE HAD NOT ALL THE SAME TRAINING; ALTHOUGH IN COURSE OF TIME WE SHALL BE ABLE TO BE MOLDED INTO ONE HABIT, FOR THEY SAY THAT CUSTOM HOLDS THE PLACE OF A SECOND NATURE. BUT I CALL GOD TO WITNESS THAT I AM NOT OFFENDED, IF ANY ONE IS NOT ABLE TO WAKE; BUT RATHER BY THIS, IF, WHEN ANY ONE SLEEPS ALL THROUGH THE NIGHT, HE DOES NOT IN THE COURSE OF THE DAY FULFIL THAT WHICH HE OMITTED IN THE NIGHT. FOR IT IS NECESSARY TO GIVE HEED INTENTLY AND UNCEASINGLY, TO THE STUDY OF DOCTRINE, THAT OUR MIND MAY BE FILLED WITH THE THOUGHT OF GOD ONLY: BECAUSE IN THE MIND WHICH IS FILLED WITH THE THOUGHT OF GOD, NO PLACE WILL BE GIVEN TO THE WICKED ONE."
CHAPTER XXXII. -PETER'S PRIVATE INSTRUCTION.
[bookmark: P2004_560688]WHEN PETER SPOKE THUS TO US, EVERY ONE OF US EAGERLY ASSURED HIM, THAT ERE NOW WE WERE AWAKE, BEING SATISFIED WITH SHORT SLEEP, BUT THAT WE WERE AFRAID TO AROUSE HIM, BECAUSE IT DID NOT BECOME THE DISCIPLES TO COMMAND THE MASTER; "AND YET EVEN THIS O PETER WE HAD ALMOST VENTURED TO TAKE UPON OURSELVES, BECAUSE OUR HEARTS, AGITATED WITH LONGING FOR YOUR WORDS, DROVE SLEEP WHOLLY FROM OUR EYES. BUT, AGAIN OUR AFFECTION TOWARDS YOU OPPOSED IT, AND DID NOT SUFFER US VIOLENTLY TO ROUSE YOU." THEN PETER SAID: "SINCE THEREFORE YOU ASSERT THAT YOU ARE WILLINGLY AWAKE THROUGH DESIRE OF HEARING, I WISH TO REPEAT TO YOU MORE CAREFULLY, AND TO EXPLAIN IN THEIR ORDER, THE THINGS THAT WERE SPOKEN YESTERDAY WITHOUT ARRANGEMENT. AND THIS I PROPOSE TO DO THROUGHOUT THESE DAILY DISPUTATIONS, THAT BY NIGHT, WHEN PRIVACY OF TIME AND PLACE IS AFFORDED, I SHALL UNFOLD IN CORRECT ORDER, AND BY A STRAIGHT LINE OF EXPLANATION, ANYTHING THAT IN THE CONTROVERSY HAS NOT BEEN STATED WITH SUFFICIENT FULNESS." AND THEN HE BEGAN TO POINT OUT TO US HOW THE YESTERDAY'S DISCUSSION OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED, AND HOW IT COULD NOT BE SO CONDUCTED ON ACCOUNT OF THE CONTENTIOUSNESS OR THE UNSKILLFULNESS OF HIS OPPONENT; AND HOW THEREFORE HE ONLY MADE USE OF ASSERTION, AND ONLY OVERTHREW WHAT WAS SAID BY HIS ADVERSARY, BUT DID NOT EXPOUND HIS OWN DOCTRINES EITHER COMPLETELY OR DISTINCTLY. THEN REPEATING THE SEVERAL MATTERS TO US, HE DISCUSSED THEM IN REGULAR ORDER AND WITH FULL REASON.
CHAPTER XXXIII. -LEARNERS AND CAVILERS.
[bookmark: P2007_561541]BUT WHEN THE DAY BEGAN TO BE LIGHT, AFTER PRAYER HE WENT OUT TO THE CROWDS AND STOOD IN HIS ACCUSTOMED PLACE, FOR THE DISCUSSION; AND SEEING SIMON STANDING IN THE MIDDLE OF THE CROWD, HE SALUTED THE PEOPLE IN HIS USUAL WAY, AND SAID TO THEM: "I CONFESS THAT I AM GRIEVED WITH RESPECT TO SOME MEN, WHO COME TO US IN THIS WAY THAT THEY MAY LEARN SOMETHING, BUT WHEN WE BEGIN TO TEACH THEM, THEY PROFESS THAT THEY THEMSELVES ARE MASTERS, AND WHILE INDEED THEY ASK QUESTIONS AS IGNORANT PERSONS, THEY CONTRADICT AS KNOWING TREES. BUT PERHAPS SOME ONE WILL SAY, THAT HE WHO PUTS A QUESTION, PUTS IT INDEED IN ORDER THAT HE MAY LEARN, BUT WHEN THAT WHICH HE HEARS DOES NOT SEEM TO HIM TO BE RIGHT, IT IS NECESSARY THAT HE SHOULD ANSWER, AND THAT SEEMS TO HE CONTRADICTION WHICH IS NOT CONTRADICTION, BUT FURTHER INQUIRY.
CHAPTER XXXIV. -AGAINST ORDER IS AGAINST REASON.
[bookmark: P2010_563119]"LET SUCH A ONE THEN HEAR THIS: THE TEACHING OF ALL DOCTRINE HAS A CERTAIN ORDER, AND THERE ARE SOME THINGS WHICH MUST BE DELIVERED FIRST, OTHERS IN THE SECOND PLACE, AND OTHERS IN THE THIRD, AND SO ALL IN THEIR ORDER; AND IF THESE THINGS BE DELIVERED IN THEIR ORDER, THEY BECOME PLAIN; BUT IF THEY BE BROUGHT FORWARD OUT OF ORDER, THEY WILL SEEM TO BE SPOKEN AGAINST REASON. AND THEREFORE, ORDER IS TO BE OBSERVED ABOVE ALL THINGS, IF WE SEEK FOR THE PURPOSE OF FINDING WHAT WE SEEK. FOR HE WHO ENTERS RIGHTLY UPON THE ROAD, WILL OBSERVE THE SECOND PLACE IN DUE ORDER, AND FROM THE SECOND WILL MORE EASILY FIND THE THIRD; AND THE FURTHER HE PROCEEDS, SO MUCH THE MORE WILL THE WAY OF KNOWLEDGE BECOME OPEN TO HIM, EVEN UNTIL HE ARRIVES AT THE CITY OF TRUTH, WHITHER HE IS BOUND, AND WHICH HE DESIRES TO REACH. BUT HE WHO IS UNSKILLFUL, AND KNOWS NOT THE WAY OF INQUIRY, AS A TRAVELER IN A FOREIGN COUNTRY, IGNORANT AND WANDERING, IF HE WILL NOT EMPLOY A NATIVE OF THE COUNTRY AS A GUIDE, UNDOUBTEDLY WHEN HE HAS STRAYED FROM THE WAY OF TRUTH, SHALL REMAIN OUTSIDE THE GATES OF LIFE, AND SO, INVOLVED IN THE DARKNESS OF BLACK NIGHT, SHALL WALK THROUGH THE PATHS OF PERDITION. INASMUCH THEREFORE, AS, IF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE TO BE SOUGHT, BE SOUGHT IN AN ORDERLY MANNER, THEY CAN MOST EASILY BE FOUND, BUT THE UNSKILLFUL MAN IS IGNORANT OF THE ORDER OF INQUIRY, IT IS RIGHT THAT THE IGNORANT MAN SHOULD YIELD TO THE KNOWING ONE, AND FIRST LEARN THE ORDER OF INQUIRY, THAT SO AT LENGTH HE MAY FIND THE METHOD OF ASKING AND ANSWERING."
CHAPTER XXXV. -LEARNING BEFORE TEACHING.
[bookmark: P2013_564404]TO THIS SIMON REPLIED: "THEN TRUTH IS NOT THE PROPERTY OF ALL, BUT OF THOSE ONLY WHO KNOW THE ART OF DISPUTATION, WHICH IS ABSURD; FOR IT CANNOT BE, SINCE HE IS EQUALLY THE GOD OF ALL, THAT ALL SHOULD NOT BE EQUALLY ABLE TO KNOW HIS WILL." THEN PETER: "ALL WERE MADE EQUAL BY HIM, AND TO ALL HE HAS GIVEN EQUALLY TO BE RECEPTIVE OF TRUTH. BUT THAT NONE OF THOSE WHO ARE BORN, ARE BORN WITH EDUCATION, BUT EDUCATION IS SUBSEQUENT TO BIRTH, NO ONE CAN DOUBT. SINCE, THEREFORE, THE BIRTH OF MEN HOLDS EQUITY IN THIS RESPECT, THAT ALL ARE EQUALLY CAPABLE OF RECEIVING DISCIPLINE, THE DIFFERENCE IS NOT IN NATURE, BUT IN EDUCATION. WHO DOES NOT KNOW THAT THE THINGS WHICH ANY ONE LEARNS, HE WAS IGNORANT OF BEFORE HE LEARNED THEM? "THEN SIMON SAID "YOU SAY TRULY." THEN PETER SAID · "IF THEN IN THOSE ARTS WHICH ARE IN COMMON USE, ONE FIRST LEARNS AND THEN TEACHES, HOW MUCH MORE OUGHT THOSE WHO PROFESS TO BE THE EDUCATORS OF SOULS, FIRST TO LEARN, AND SO TO TEACH, THAT THEY MAY NOT EXPOSE THEMSELVES TO RIDICULE, IF THEY PROMISE TO AFFORD KNOWLEDGE TO OTHERS, WHEN THEY THEMSELVES ARE UNSKILLFUL? "THEN SIMON: "THIS IS TRUE IN RESPECT OF THOSE ARTS WHICH ARE IN COMMON USE; BUT IN THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE, AS SOON AS ANY ONE HAS HEARD, HE HAS LEARNED."
CHAPTER XXXVI. -SELF-EVIDENCE OF THE TRUTH. 
[bookmark: P2016_565958]THEN SAID PETER: "IF INDEED ONE HEAR IN AN ORDERLY AND REGULAR MANNER, HE IS ABLE TO KNOW WHAT IS TRUE; BUT HE WHO REFUSES TO SUBMIT TO THE RULE OF A REFORMED LIFE AND A PURE CONVERSATION, WHICH TRULY IS THE PROPER RESULT OF KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, WILL NOT CONFESS THAT HE KNOWS WHAT HE DOES KNOW. FOR THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT WE SEE IN THE CASE OF SOME WHO, ABANDONING THE TRADES WHICH THEY LEARNED IN THEIR YOUTH, BETAKE THEMSELVES TO OTHER PERFORMANCES, AND BY WAY OF EXCUSING THEIR OWN SLOTH, BEGIN TO FIND FAULT WITH THE TRADE AS UNPROFITABLE." THEN SIMON: "OUGHT ALL WHO HEAR TO BELIEVE THAT WHATEVER THEY HEAR IS TRUE? "THEN PETER: "WHOEVER HEARS AN ORDERLY STATEMENT OF THE TRUTH, CANNOT BY ANY MEANS GAINSAY IT, BUT KNOWS THAT WHAT IS SPOKEN IS TRUE, PROVIDED HE ALSO WILLINGLY SUBMIT TO THE RULES OF LIFE. BUT THOSE WHO, WHEN THEY HEAR, ARE UNWILLING TO BETAKE THEMSELVES TO GOOD WORKS, ARE PREVENTED BY THE DESIRE OF DOING EVIL FROM ACQUIESCING IN THOSE THINGS WHICH THEY JUDGE TO BE RIGHT. HENCE IT IS MANIFEST THAT IT IS IN THE POWER OF THE HEARERS TO CHOOSE WHICH OF THE TWO THEY PREFER. BUT IF ALL WHO HEAR WERE TO OBEY, IT WOULD BE RATHER A NECESSITY OF NATURE, LEADING ALL IN ONE WAY. FOR AS NO ONE CAN BE PERSUADED TO BECOME SHORTER OR TALLER, BECAUSE THE FORCE OF NATURE DOES NOT PERMIT IT; SO ALSO, IF EITHER ALL WERE CONVERTED TO THE TRUTH BY A WORD, OR ALL WERE NOT CONVERTED, IT WOULD BE THE FORCE OF NATURE WHICH COMPELLED ALL IN THE ONE CASE, AND NONE AT ALL IN THE OTHER, TO BE CONVERTED."
CHAPTER XXXVII. -GOD RIGHTEOUS AS WELL AS GOOD.
[bookmark: P2020_568108]THEN SAID SIMON: "INFORM US, THEREFORE, WHAT HE WHO DESIRES TO KNOW THE TRUTH MUST FIRST LEARN." THEN PETER: "BEFORE ALL THINGS IT MUST BE INQUIRED WHAT IT IS POSSIBLE FOR MAN TO FIND OUT. FOR OF NECESSITY THE JUDGMENT OF GOD TURNS UPON THIS, IF A MAN WAS ABLE TO DO GOOD AND DID IT NOT. AND THEREFORE, MEN MUST INQUIRE WHETHER THEY HAVE IT IN THEIR POWER BY SEEKING TO FIND WHAT IS GOOD, AND TO DO IT WHEN THEY HAVE FOUND IT; FOR THIS IS THAT FOR WHICH THEY ARE TO BE JUDGED. BUT MORE THAN THIS THERE IS NO OCCASION FOR ANY ONE BUT A PROPHET TO KNOW: FOR WHAT IS THE NEED FOR MEN TO KNOW HOW THE WORLD WAS MADE? THIS, INDEED, WOULD BE NECESSARY TO BE LEARNED IF WE HAD TO ENTER UPON A SIMILAR CONSTRUCTION. BUT NOW IT IS SUFFICIENT FOR US, IN ORDER TO THE WORSHIP OF GOD, TO KNOW THAT HE MADE THE WORLD; BUT HOW HE MADE IT IS NO SUBJECT OF INQUIRY FOR US, BECAUSE, AS I HAVE SAID, IT IS NOT INCUMBENT UPON US TO ACQUIRE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THAT ART, AS THOUGH WE WERE ABOUT TO MAKE SOMETHING SIMILAR. BUT NEITHER ARE WE TO BE JUDGED FOR THIS, WHY WE HAVE NOT LEARNED HOW THE WORLD WAS MADE, BUT ONLY FOR THAT, IF WE BE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE OF ITS CREATOR. FOR WE SHALL KNOW THAT THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD IS THE RIGHTEOUS AND GOOD GOD, IF WE SEEK HIM IN THE PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR IF WE ONLY KNOW REGARDING HIM THAT HE IS GOOD, SUCH KNOWLEDGE IS NOT SUFFICIENT FOR SALVATION. FOR IN THE PRESENT LIFE NOT ONLY THE WORTHY, BUT ALSO THE UNWORTHY, ENJOY HIS GOODNESS AND HIS BENEFITS. BUT IF WE BELIEVE HIM TO BE NOT ONLY GOOD, BUT ALSO RIGHTEOUS, AND IF, ACCORDING TO WHAT WE BELIEVE CONCERNING GOD, WE OBSERVE RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE WHOLE COURSE OF OUR LIFE, WE SHALL ENJOY HIS GOODNESS FOR EVER. IN A WORD, TO THE HEBREWS, WHOSE OPINION CONCERNING GOD WAS THAT HE IS ONLY GOOD, OUR MASTER SAID THAT THEY SHOULD SEEK ALSO HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS; THAT IS, THAT THEY SHOULD KNOW THAT HE IS GOOD INDEED IN THIS PRESENT TIME, THAT ALL MAY LIVE IN HIS GOODNESS, BUT THAT HE SHALL BE RIGHTEOUS AT THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, TO BESTOW ETERNAL REWARDS UPON THE WORTHY, FROM WHICH THE UNWORTHY SHALL BE EXCLUDED.
CHAPTER XXXVIII. -GOD'S JUSTICE SHOWN AT THE DAY OF JUDGMENT.
[bookmark: P2026_569336]THEN SIMON: "HOW CAN ONE AND THE SAME BEING BE BOTH GOOD AND RIGHTEOUS? " PETER ANSWERED: "BECAUSE WITHOUT RIGHTEOUSNESS, GOODNESS WOULD BE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS; FOR IT IS THE PART OF A GOOD GOD TO BESTOW HIS SUNSHINE AND RAIN EQUALLY ON THE JUST AND THE UNJUST; BUT THIS WOULD SEEM TO BE UNJUST, IF HE TREATED THE GOOD AND THE BAD ALWAYS WITH EQUAL FORTUNE, AND WERE IT NOT THAT HE DOES IT FOR THE SAKE OF THE FRUITS, WHICH ALL MAY EQUALLY ENJOY WHO ARE BORN IN THIS WORLD. BUT AS THE RAIN GIVEN BY GOD EQUALLY NOURISHES THE CORN AND THE TARES, BUT AT THE TIME OF HARVEST THE CROPS ARE GATHERED INTO THE BARN, BUT THE CHAFF OR THE TARES ARE BURNT IN THE FIRE, SO IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE INTRODUCED INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, AND THE UNRIGHTEOUS SHALL BE CAST OUT, THEN ALSO THE JUSTICE OF GOD SHALL BE SHOWN. FOR IF HE REMAINED FOR EVER ALIKE TO THE EVIL AND THE GOOD, THIS WOULD NOT ONLY NOT BE GOOD, BUT EVEN UNRIGHTEOUS AND UNJUST; THAT THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE UNRIGHTEOUS SHOULD BE HELD BY HIM IN ONE ORDER OF DESERT."
CHAPTER XXXIX. -IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL.
[bookmark: P2029_570179]THEN SAID SIMON: "THE ONE POINT ON WHICH I SHOULD WISH TO BE SATISFIED IS, WHETHER THE SOUL IS IMMORTAL; FOR I CANNOT TAKE UP THE BURDEN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS UNLESS I KNOW FIRST CONCERNING THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL; FOR INDEED IF IT IS NOT IMMORTAL, THE PROFESSION OF YOUR PREACHING CANNOT STAND." THEN SAID PETER: "LET US FIRST INQUIRE WHETHER GOD IS JUST; FOR IF THIS WERE ASCERTAINED, THE PERFECT ORDER OF ORDER OF RELIGION WOULD STRAIGHT-WAY BE ESTABLISHED." THEN SIMON: "WITH ALL YOUR BOASTING OF YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE ORDER OF DISCUSSION, YOU SEEM TO ME NOW TO HAVE ANSWERED CONTRARY TO ORDER; FOR WHEN I ASK YOU TO SHOW WHETHER THE SOUL IS IMMORTAL, YOU SAY THAT WE MUST FIRST INQUIRE WHETHER GOD IS JUST." THEN SAID PETER: "THAT IS PERFECTLY RIGHT AND REGULAR." SIMON: "I SHOULD WISH TO LEARN HOW."
CHAPTER XL. -PROVED BY THE SUCCESS OF THE WICKED IN THIS LIFE.
[bookmark: P2033_570985]"LISTEN, THEN," SAID PETER: "SOME MEN WHO ARE BLASPHEMERS AGAINST GOD, AND WHO SPEND THEIR WHOLE LIFE IN INJUSTICE AND PLEASURE DIE IN THEIR OWN BED AND OBTAIN HONORABLE BURIAL; WHILE OTHERS WHO WORSHIP GOD, AND MAINTAIN THEIR LIFE FRUGALLY WITH ALL HONESTY AND SOBRIETY, DIE IN DESERTED PLACES FOR THEIR OBSERVANCE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, SO THAT THEY ARE NOT EVEN THOUGHT WORTHY OF BURIAL. WHERE, THEN, IS THE JUSTICE OF GOD, IF THERE BE NO IMMORTAL SOUL TO SUFFER PUNISHMENT IN THE FUTURE FOR IMPIOUS DEEDS, OR ENJOY REWARDS FOR PIETY AND RECTITUDE? "THEN SIMON SAID: "IT IS THIS INDEED THAT MAKES ME INCREDULOUS, BECAUSE MANY WELL-DOERS PERISH MISERABLY, AND AGAIN MANY EVIL-DOERS FINISH LONG LIVES IN HAPPINESS."
CHAPTER XLI. -CAVILS OF SIMON.
[bookmark: P2037_572802]THEN SAID PETER: "THIS VERY THING WHICH DRAWS YOU INTO INCREDULITY, AFFORDS TO US A CERTAIN CONVICTION THAT THERE SHALL BE A JUDGMENT. FOR SINCE IT IS CERTAIN THAT GOD IS JUST, IT IS A NECESSARY CONSEQUENCE THAT THERE IS ANOTHER WORLD, IN WHICH EVERY ONE RECEIVING ACCORDING TO HIS DESERTS, SHALL PROVE THE JUSTICE OF GOD. BUT IF ALL MEN WERE NOW RECEIVING ACCORDING TO THEIR DESERTS, WE SHOULD TRULY SEEM TO BE DECEIVERS WHEN WE SAY THAT THERE IS A JUDGMENT TO COME; AND THEREFORE, THIS VERY FACT, THAT IN THE PRESENT LIFE A RETURN IS NOT MADE TO EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS, AFFORDS, TO THOSE WHO KNOW THAT GOD IS JUST, AN INDUBITABLE PROOF THAT THERE SHALL BE A JUDGMENT." THEN SAID SIMON: "WHY, THEN, AM I NOT PERSUADED OF IT? "PETER: "BECAUSE YOU HAVE NOT HEARD THE TRUE PROPHET SAYING, `SEEK FIRST HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE ADDED TO YOU.' "THEN SAID SIMON: "PARDON ME IF I AM UNWILLING TO SEEK RIGHTEOUSNESS, BEFORE I KNOW IF THE SOUL IS IMMORTAL." THEN PETER: "YOU ALSO PARDON ME THIS ONE THING, BECAUSE I CANNOT DO OTHERWISE THAN THE PROPHET OF TRUTH HAS INSTRUCTED ME." THEN SAID SIMON: "IT IS CERTAIN THAT YOU CANNOT ASSERT THAT THE SOUL IS IMMORTAL, AND THEREFORE YOU CAVIL, KNOWING THAT IF IT BE PROVED TO BE MORTAL, THE WHOLE PROFESSION OF THAT RELIGION WHICH YOU ARE ATTEMPTING TO PROPAGATE WILL BE PLUCKED UP BY THE ROOTS. AND THEREFORE, INDEED, I COMMEND YOUR PRUDENCE, WHILE I DO NOT APPROVE YOUR PERSUASIVENESS; FOR YOU PERSUADE MANY TO EMBRACE YOUR RELIGION, AND TO SUBMIT TO THE RESTRAINT OF PLEASURE, IN HOPE OF FUTURE GOOD THINGS; TO WHOM IT HAPPENS THAT THEY LOSE THE ENJOYMENT OF THINGS PRESENT, AND ARE DECEIVED WITH HOPES OF THINGS FUTURE. FOR AS SOON AS THEY DIE, THEIR SOUL SHALL AT THE SAME TIME BE EXTINGUISHED."
CHAPTER XLII. -"FULL OF ALL SUBTLETY AND ALL MISCHIEF."
[bookmark: P2041_575051]BUT PETER, WHEN HE HEARD HIM SPEAK THUS, GRINDING HIS TEETH, AND RUBBING HIS FOREHEAD WITH HIS HAND, AND SIGHING WITH PROFOUND GRIEF, SAID: "ARMED WITH THE CUNNING OF THE OLD SERPENT, YOU STAND FORTH TO DECEIVE SOULS; AND THEREFORE, AS THE SERPENT IS MORE-SUBTLE THAN ANY OTHER BEAST, YOU PROFESS THAT YOU ARE A TEACHER FROM THE BEGINNING. AND AGAIN, LIKE THE SERPENT YOU WISHED TO INTRODUCE MANY GODS; BUT NOW, BEING CONFUTED IN THAT, YOU ASSERT THAT THERE IS NO GOD AT ALL. FOR BY OCCASION OF I KNOW NOT WHAT UNKNOWN GOD, YOU DENIED THAT THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD IS GOD, BUT ASSERTED THAT HE IS EITHER AN EVIL BEING, OR THAT HE HAS MANY EQUALS, OR, AS WE HAVE SAID, THAT HE IS NOT GOD AT ALL. AND WHEN YOU HAD BEEN OVERCOME IN THIS POSITION, YOU NOW ASSERT THAT THE SOUL IS MORTAL, SO THAT MEN MAY NOT LIVE RIGHTEOUSLY AND UPRIGHTLY IN HOPE OF THINGS TO COME. FOR IF THERE BE NO HOPE FOR THE FUTURE, WHY SHOULD NOT MERCY BE GIVEN UP, AND MEN INDULGE IN LUXURY AND PLEASURES, FROM WHICH IT IS MANIFEST THAT ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS SPRINGS? AND WHILE YOU INTRODUCE SO IMPIOUS A DOCTRINE INTO THE MISERABLE LIFE OF MEN, YOU CALL YOURSELF PIOUS, AND ME IMPIOUS, BECAUSE, UNDER THE HOPE OF FUTURE GOOD THINGS, I WILL NOT SUFFER MEN TO TAKE UP ARMS AND FIGHT AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, PLUNDER AND SUBVERT EVERYTHING, AND ATTEMPT WHATSOEVER LUST MAY DICTATE. AND WHAT WILL BE THE CONDITION OF THAT LIFE WHICH YOU WOULD INTRODUCE, THAT MEN WILL ATTACK AND BE ATTACKED, BE ENRAGED AND DISTURBED, AND LIVE ALWAYS IN FEAR? FOR THOSE WHO DO EVIL TO OTHERS MUST EXPECT LIKE EVIL TO THEMSELVES. DO YOU SEE THAT YOU ARE A LEADER OF DISTURBANCE AND NOT OF PEACE, OF INIQUITY AND NOT OF EQUITY? BUT I FEIGNED ANGER, NOT BECAUSE I COULD NOT PROVE THAT THE SOUL IS IMMORTAL, BUT BECAUSE I PITY THE SOULS WHICH YOU ARE ENDEAVORING TO DECEIVE. I SHALL SPEAK, THEREFORE, BUT NOT AS COMPELLED BY YOU; FOR I KNOW HOW I SHOULD SPEAK; AND YOU WILL BE THE ONLY ONE WHO WANTS NOT SO MUCH PERSUASION AS ADMONITION ON THIS SUBJECT. BUT THOSE WHO ARE REALLY IGNORANT OF THIS, I SHALL INSTRUCT AS IS SUITABLE."
CHAPTER XLIII. -SIMON'S SUBTERFUGES.
[bookmark: P2044_576155]THEN SAYS SIMON: "IF YOU ARE ANGRY, I SHALL NEITHER ASK YOU ANY QUESTIONS, NOR DO I WISH TO HEAR YOU." THEN PETER: "IF YOU ARE NOW SEEKING A PRETEXT FOR ESCAPING, YOU HAVE FULL LIBERTY, AND NEED NOT USE ANY SPECIAL PRETEXT. FOR ALL HAVE HEARD YOU SPEAKING ALL AMISS, AND HAVE PERCEIVED THAT YOU CAN PROVE NOTHING, BUT THAT YOU ONLY ASKED QUESTIONS FOR THE SAKE OF CONTRADICTION; WHICH ANY ONE CAN DO. FOR WHAT DIFFICULTY IS THERE IN REPLYING, AFTER THE CLEAREST PROOFS HAVE BEEN ADDUCED, `YOU HAVE SAID NOTHING TO THE PURPOSE? 'BUT THAT YOU MAY KNOW THAT I AM ABLE TO PROVE TO YOU IN A SINGLE SENTENCE THAT THE SOUL IS IMMORTAL, I SHALL ASK YOU WITH RESPECT TO A POINT WHICH ALL KNOW; ANSWER ME, AND I SHALL PROVE TO YOU IN ONE SENTENCE THAT IT IS IMMORTAL." THEN SIMON, WHO HAD THOUGHT THAT HE HAD GOT, FROM THE ANGER OF PETER, A PRETEXT FOR DEPARTING, STOPPED ON ACCOUNT OF THE REMARKABLE PROMISE THAT WAS MADE TO HIM, AND SAID: "ASK ME THEN, AND I SHALL ANSWER YOU WHAT ALL KNOW, THAT I MAY HEAR IN A SINGLE SENTENCE, AS YOU HAVE PROMISED, HOW THE SOUL IS IMMORTAL."
CHAPTER XLIV. -SIGHT OR HEARING? 
[bookmark: P2048_577133]THEN PETER: "I SHALL SPEAK SO THAT IT MAY BE PROVED TO YOU BEFORE ALL THE REST. ANSWER ME, THEREFORE, WHICH OF THE TWO CAN BETTER PERSUADE AN INCREDULOUS MAN, SEEING OR HEARING? "THEN SIMON SAID: "SEEING." THEN PETER: "WHY THEN DO YOU WISH TO LEARN FROM ME BY WORDS, WHAT IS PROVED TO YOU BY THE THING ITSELF AND BY SIGHT? "THEN SIMON: "I KNOW NOT WHAT YOU MEAN." THEN PETER: "IF YOU DO NOT KNOW, GO NOW TO YOUR HOUSE, AND ENTERING THE INNER BED-CHAMBER YOU WILL SEE AN IMAGE PLACED, CONTAINING THE FIGURE OF A MURDERED BOY CLOTHED IN PURPLE; ASK HIM, AND HE WILL INFORM YOU EITHER BY HEARING OR SEEING. FOR WHAT NEED IS THERE TO HEAR FROM HIM IF THE SOUL IS IMMORTAL, WHEN YOU SEE IT STANDING BEFORE YOU? FOR IF IT WERE NOT IN BEING, IT ASSUREDLY COULD NOT BE SEEN. BUT IF YOU KNOW NOT WHAT IMAGE I SPEAK OF, LET US STRAIGHTWAY GO TO YOUR HOUSE, WITH TEN OTHER MEN, OF THOSE WHO ARE HERE PRESENT."
CHAPTER XLV. -A HOME-THRUST.
[bookmark: P2052_578617]BUT SIMON HEARING THIS, AND BEING SMITTEN BY HIS CONSCIENCE, CHANGED COLOR AND BECAME BLOODLESS; FOR HE WAS AFRAID, IF HE DENIED IT, THAT HIS HOUSE WOULD BE SEARCHED, OR THAT PETER IN HIS INDIGNATION WOULD BETRAY HIM MORE OPENLY, AND SO ALL WOULD LEARN WHAT HE WAS. THUS, HE ANSWERED: "I BESEECH THEE, PETER, BY THAT GOOD GOD WHO IS IN THEE, TO OVERCOME THE WICKEDNESS THAT IS IN ME. RECEIVE ME TO REPENTANCE, AND YOU SHALL HAVE ME AS AN ASSISTANT IN YOUR PREACHING. FOR NOW, I HAVE LEARNED IN VERY DEED THAT YOU ARE A PROPHET OF THE TRUE GOD, AND THEREFORE YOU ALONE KNOW THE SECRET AND HIDDEN THINGS OF MEN." THEN SAID PETER: "YOU SEE, BRETHREN, SIMON SEEKING REPENTANCE; IN A LITTLE WHILE YON SHALL SEE HIM RETURNING AGAIN TO HIS INFIDELITY. FOR, THINKING THAT I AM A PROPHET, FORASMUCH AS I HAVE DISCLOSED HIS WICKEDNESS, WHICH HE SUPPOSED TO BE SECRET AND HIDDEN, HE HAS PROMISED THAT HE WILL REPENT. BUT IT IS NOT LAWFUL FOR ME TO LIE, NOR MUST I DECEIVE, WHETHER THIS INFIDEL BE SAVED OR NOT SAVED. FOR I CALL HEAVEN AND EARTH TO WITNESS, THAT I SPOKE NOT BY A PROPHETIC SPIRIT WHAT I SAID, AND WHAT I INTIMATED, AS FAR AS WAS POSSIBLE, TO THE LISTENING CROWDS; BUT I LEARNED FROM SOME WHO ONCE WERE HIS ASSOCIATES IN HIS WORKS, BUT HAVE NOW BEEN CONVERTED TO OUR FAITH, WHAT THINGS HE DID IN SECRET. THEREFORE, I SPOKE WHAT I KNEW, NOT WHAT I FOREKNEW."
CHAPTER XLVI. -SIMON'S RAGE.
[bookmark: P2055_580168]BUT WHEN SIMON HEARD THIS, HE ASSAILED PETER WITH CURSES AND REPROACHES, SAYING: "OH MOST WICKED AND MOST DECEITFUL OF MEN, TO WHOM FORTUNE, NOT TRUTH, HATH GIVEN THE VICTORY. BUT I SOUGHT REPENTANCE NOT FOR DEFECT OF KNOWLEDGE, BUT IN ORDER THAT YOU, THINKING THAT BY REPENTANCE I SHOULD BECOME YOUR DISCIPLE, MIGHT ENTRUST TO ME ALL THE SECRETS OF YOUR PROFESSION. AND SO AT LENGTH, KNOWING THEM ALL, I MIGHT CONFUTE YOU. BUT AS YOU CUNNINGLY UNDERSTOOD FOR WHAT REASON I HAD PRETENDED PENITENCE, AND ACQUIESCED AS IF YOU DID NOT UNDERSTAND MY STRATAGEM, THAT YOU MIGHT FIRST EXPOSE ME IN PRESENCE OF THE PEOPLE AS UNSKILLFUL, THEN FORESEEING THAT BEING THUS EXPOSED TO THE PEOPLE, I MUST OF NECESSITY BE INDIGNANT, AND CONFESS THAT I WAS NOT TRULY PENITENT, YOU ANTICIPATED ME, THAT YOU MIGHT SAY, THAT I SHOULD, AFTER MY PENITENCE, AGAIN RETURN TO MY INFIDELITY, THAT YOU MIGHT SEEM TO HAVE CONQUERED ON ALL SIDES, BOTH IF I CONTINUED IN THE PENITENCE WHICH I HAD PROFESSED, AND IF I DID NOT CONTINUE; AND SO YOU SHOULD BE BELIEVED TO BE WISE, BECAUSE YOU HAD FORESEEN THESE THINGS, WHILE I SHOULD SEEM TO BE DECEIVED, BECAUSE I DID NOT FORESEE YOUR TRICK. BUT YOU FORESEEING MINE, HAVE USED SUBTLETY AND CIRCUMVENTED ME. BUT, AS I SAID, YOUR VICTORY IS THE RESULT OF FORTUNE, NOT OF TRUTH: YET I KNOW WHY I DID NOT FORESEE THIS; BECAUSE I STOOD BY YOU AND SPOKE WITH YOU IN MY, GOODNESS, AND BORE PATIENTLY WITH YOU. BUT NOW I SHALL SHOW YOU THE POWER OF MY DIVINITY, SO THAT YOU SHALL QUICKLY FALL DOWN AND WORSHIP ME."
CHAPTER XLVII. -SIMON'S VAUNT.
[bookmark: P2059_581162]"I AM THE FIRST POWER, WHO AM ALWAYS, AND WITHOUT BEGINNING. BUT HAVING ENTERED THE WOMB OF RACHEL, I WAS BORN OF HER AS A MAN, THAT I MIGHT BE VISIBLE TO MEN. I HAVE FLOWN THROUGH THE AIR; I HAVE BEEN MIXED WITH FIRE, AND BEEN MADE ONE BODY WITH IT; I HAVE MADE STATUES TO MOVE; I HAVE ANIMATED LIFELESS THINGS; I HAVE MADE STONES BREAD; I HAVE FLOWN FROM MOUNTAIN TO MOUNTAIN; I HAVE MOVED FROM PLACE TO PLACE, UPHELD BY ANGELS' HANDS, AND HAVE LIGHTED ON THE EARTH. NOT ONLY HAVE I DONE THESE THINGS; BUT EVEN NOW I AM ABLE TO DO THEM, THAT BY FACTS I MAY PROVE TO ALL, THAT I AM THE SON OF GOD, ENDURING TO ETERNITY, AND THAT I CAN MAKE THOSE WHO BELIEVE ON ME ENDURE IN LIKE MANNER FOR EVER. BUT YOUR WORDS ARE ALL VAIN; NOR CAN YOU PERFORM ANY REAL WORKS SUCH AS I HAVE NOW MENTIONED, AS HE ALSO WHO SENT YOU IS A MAGICIAN, WHO YET COULD NOT DELIVER HIMSELF FROM THE SUFFERING OF THE CROSS."
CHAPTER XLVIII. -ATTEMPTS TO CREATE A DISTURBANCE.
[bookmark: P2062_582037]TO THIS SPEECH OF SIMON, PETER ANSWERED: "DO NOT MEDDLE WITH THE THINGS THAT BELONG TO OTHERS; FOR THAT YOU ARE A MAGICIAN, YOU HAVE CONFESSED AND MADE MANIFEST BY THE VERY DEEDS THAT YOU HAVE DONE; BUT OUR MASTER, WHO IS THE SON OF GOD AND OF MAN, IS MANIFESTLY GOOD; AND THAT HE IS TRULY THE SON OF GOD HAS BEEN TOLD, AND SHALL BE TOLD TO THOSE TO WHOM IT IS FITTING. BUT IF YOU WILL NOT CONFESS THAT YOU ARE A MAGICIAN, LET US GO, WITH ALL THIS MULTITUDE, TO YOUR HOUSE, AND THEN IT WILL BE EVIDENT WHO IS A MAGICIAN." WHILE PETER WAS SPEAKING THUS, SIMON BEGAN TO ASSAIL HIM WITH BLASPHEMIES AND CURSES, THAT HE MIGHT MAKE A RIOT, AND EXCITE ALL SO THAT HE COULD NOT BE REFUTED, AND THAT PETER, WITHDRAWING ON ACCOUNT OF HIS BLASPHEMY, MIGHT SEEM TO BE OVERCOME. BUT HE STOOD FAST, AND BEGAN TO CHARGE HIM MORE VEHEMENTLY.
CHAPTER XLIX. -SIMON'S RETREAT.
[bookmark: P2068_584002]THEN THE PEOPLE IN INDIGNATION CAST SIMON FROM THE COURT, AND DROVE HIM FORTH FROM THE GATE OF THE HOUSE; AND ONLY ONE PERSON FOLLOWED HIM WHEN HE WAS DRIVEN OUT. THEN SILENCE BEING OBTAINED, PETER BEGAN TO ADDRESS THE PEOPLE IN THIS MANNER: "YOU OUGHT, BRETHREN, TO BEAR WITH WICKED MEN PATIENTLY; KNOWING THAT ALTHOUGH GOD COULD CUT THEM OFF, YET HE SUFFERS THEM TO REMAIN EVEN TILL THE DAY APPOINTED, IN WHICH JUDGMENT SHALL PASS UPON ALL. WHY THEN SHOULD NOT WE BEAR WITH THOSE WHOM, GOD SUFFERS? WHY SHOULD NOT WE BEAR WITH FORTITUDE THE WRONGS THAT THEY DO TO US, WHEN HE WHO IS ALMIGHTY DOES NOT TAKE VENGEANCE ON THEM, THAT BOTH HIS OWN GOODNESS AND THE IMPIETY OF THE WICKED MAY BE KNOWN? BUT IF THE WICKED ONE HAD NOT FOUND SIMON TO BE HIS MINISTER, HE WOULD DOUBTLESS HAVE FOUND ANOTHER: FOR IT IS OF NECESSITY THAT IN THIS LIFE OFFENCES COME, `BUT WOE TO THAT MAN BY WHOM THEY COME;  AND THEREFORE SIMON IS RATHER TO BE MOURNED OVER, BECAUSE HE HAS BECOME A CHOICE VESSEL FOR THE WICKED ONE, WHICH UNDOUBTEDLY WOULD NOT HAVE HAPPENED HAD HE NOT RECEIVED POWER OVER HIM FOR HIS FORMER SINS. FOR WHY SHOULD I FURTHER SAY THAT HE ONCE BELIEVED IN OUR JESUS, AND WAS PERSUADED THAT SOULS ARE IMMORTAL? ALTHOUGH IN THIS HE IS DELUDED BY DEMONS, YET HE HAS PERSUADED HIMSELF THAT HE HAS THE SOUL OF A MURDERED BOY MINISTERING TO HIM IN WHATEVER HE PLEASES TO EMPLOY IT IN; IN WHICH TRULY, AS I HAVE SAID, HE IS DELUDED BY DEMONS, AND THEREFORE I SPOKE TO HIM ACCORDING TO HIS OWN IDEAS: FOR HE HAS LEARNED FROM THE JEWS, THAT JUDGMENT AND VENGEANCE ARE TO BE BROUGHT FORTH AGAINST THOSE WHO SET THEMSELVES AGAINST THE TRUE FAITH, AND DO NOT REPENT. BUT HERE ARE MEN TO WHOM, AS BEING PERFECT IN CRIMES, THE WICKED ONE APPEARS, THAT HE MAY DECEIVE THEM, SO THAT THEY MAY NEVER BE TURNED TO REPENTANCE.
CHAPTER L. -PETER'S BENEDICTION.
[bookmark: P2071_584494]"YOU THEREFORE WHO ARE TURNED TO THE LORD BY REPENTANCE, BEND TO HIM YOUR KNEES." WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, ALL THE MULTITUDE BENT THEIR KNEES TO GOD; AND PETER, LOOKING TOWARDS HEAVEN, PRAYED FOR THEM WITH TEARS THAT GOD, FOR HIS GOODNESS, WOULD DEIGN TO RECEIVE THOSE BETAKING THEMSELVES TO HIM. AND AFTER HE HAD PRAYED AND HAD INSTRUCTED THEM TO MEET EARLY THE NEXT DAY, HE DISMISSED THE MULTITUDE. THEN ACCORDING TO CUSTOM, HAVING TAKEN FOOD, WE WENT TO SLEEP.
CHAPTER LI. -PETER'S ACCESSIBILITY.
[bookmark: P2074_585780]PETER, THEREFORE, RISING AT THE USUAL HOUR OF THE NIGHT. FOUND US WAKING; AND WHEN, SALUTING US, IN HIS USUAL MANNER, HE HAD TAKEN HIS SEAT, FIRST OF ALL NICETA, SAID: "IF YOU WILL PERMIT ME, MY LORD PETER, I HAVE SOMETHING TO ASK OF YOU." THEN PETER SAID: "I PERMIT NOT ONLY YOU, BUT ALL, AND NOT ONLY NOW, BUT ALWAYS, THAT EVERY ONE CONFESSES WHAT MOVES HIM, AND THE PART IN HIS MIND THAT IS PAINED, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY OBTAIN HEALING. FOR THINGS WHICH ARE COVERED WITH SILENCE, AND ARE NOT MADE KNOWN TO US, ARE CURED WITH DIFFICULTY, LIKE MALADIES OF LONG STANDING; AND THEREFORE, SINCE THE MEDICINE OF SEASONABLE AND NECESSARY DISCOURSE CANNOT EASILY BE APPLIED TO THOSE WHO KEEP SILENCE, EVERY ONE OUGHT TO DECLARE IN WHAT RESPECT HIS MIND IS FEEBLE THROUGH IGNORANCE. BUT TO HIM WHO KEEPS SILENCE, IT BELONGS TO GOD ALONE TO GIVE A REMEDY. WE INDEED ALSO CAN DO IT, BUT BY THE LAPSE OF A LONG TIME. FOR IT IS NECESSARY THAN THE DISCOURSE OF DOCTRINE, PROCEEDING IN ORDER FROM THE BEGINNING, AND MEETING EACH SINGLE QUESTION, SHOULD DISCLOSE ALL THINGS, AND RESOLVE AND REACH TO ALL THINGS, EVEN TO THAT WHICH EVERY ONE REQUIRED IN HIS MIND; BUT THAT, AS I HAVE SAID, CAN ONLY BE DONE IN THE COURSE OF A LONG TIME. NOW, THEN, ASK WHAT YOU PLEASE."
CHAPTER LII. -FALSE SIGNS AND MIRACLES.
[bookmark: P2077_587218]THEN NICETA SAID: "I GIVE YOU ABUNDANT THANKS, O MOST CLEMENT PETER; BUT THIS IS WHAT I DESIRE TO LEARN. HOW SIMON, WHO IS THE ENEMY OF GOD, IS ABLE TO DO SUCH AND SO GREAT THINGS? FOR INDEED HE TOLD NO LIE IN HIS DECLARATION OF WHAT HE HAS DONE." TO THIS THE BLESSED PETER THUS ANSWERED: "GOD, WHO IS ONE AND TRUE, HAS RESOLVED TO PREPARE GOOD AND FAITHFUL FRIENDS FOR HIS FIRST BEGOTTEN; BUT KNOWING THAT NONE CAN BE GOOD, UNLESS THEY HAVE IN THEIR POWER THAT PERCEPTION BY WHICH THEY MAY BECOME GOOD, THAT THEY MAY BE OF THEIR OWN INTENT WHAT THEY CHOOSE TO BE,-AND OTHERWISE THEY COULD NOT BE TRULY GOOD, IF THEY WERE KEPT IN GOODNESS NOT BY PURPOSE, BUT BY NECESSITY,-HAS GIVEN TO EVERY ONE THE POWER OF HIS OWN WILL, THAT HE MAY BE WHAT HE WISHES TO BE. AND AGAIN, FORESEEING THAT THAT POWER OF WILL WOULD MAKE SOME CHOOSE GOOD THINGS AND OTHERS EVIL, AND SO THAT THE HUMAN RACE WOULD NECESSARILY BE DIVIDED INTO TWO CLASSES, HE HAS PERMITTED EACH CLASS TO CHOOSE BOTH A PLACE AND A KING, WHOM THEY WOULD. FOR THE GOOD KING; REJOICES IN THE GOOD, AND THE WICKED ONE IN THE EVIL. AND ALTHOUGH I HAVE EXPOUNDED THOSE THINGS MORE FULLY TO YOU, O CLEMENT, IN THAT TREATISE IN WHICH I DISCOURSED ON PREDESTINATION AND THE END, YET IT IS FITTING THAT I SHOULD NOW MAKE CLEAR TO NICETA ALSO, AS HE ASKS ME, WHAT IS THE REASON THAN SIMON, WHOSE THOUGHTS ARE AGAINST GOD, IS ABLE TO DO SO GREAT MARVELS.
CHAPTER LIII. -SELF-LOVE THE FOUNDATION OF GOODNESS.
[bookmark: P2080_588614]"FIRST OF ALL, THEN, HE IS EVIL, IN THE JUDGMENT OF GOD, WHO WILL NOT INQUIRE WHAT IS ADVANTAGEOUS TO HIMSELF. FOR HOW CAN ANY ONE LOVE ANOTHER, IF HE DOES NOT LOVE HIMSELF? OR TO WHOM WILL THAT MAN NOT BE AN ENEMY, WHO CANNOT BE A FRIEND TO HIMSELF? IN ORDER, THEREFORE, THAT THERE MIGHT BE A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THOSE WHO CHOOSE GOOD AND THOSE WHO CHOOSE EVIL, GOD HAS CONCEALED THAT WHICH IS PROFITABLE TO MEN, I.E., THE POSSESSION OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, AND HAS LAID IT UP AND HIDDEN IT AS A SECRET TREASURE, SO THAT NO ONE CAN EASILY ATTAIN IT BY HIS OWN POWER OR KNOWLEDGE. YET HE HAS BROUGHT THE REPORT OF IT, UNDER VARIOUS NAMES AND OPINIONS, THROUGH SUCCESSIVE GENERATIONS, TO THE HEARING OF ALL: SO THAT WHOSOEVER SHOULD BE LOVERS OF GOOD, HEARING IT, MIGHT INQUIRE AND DISCOVER WHAT IS PROFITABLE AND SALUTARY TO THEM; BUT THAT THEY SHOULD ASK IT, NOT FROM THEMSELVES, BUT FROM HIM WHO HAS HIDDEN IT, AND SHOULD PRAY THAT ACCESS AND THE WAY OF KNOWLEDGE MIGHT BE GIVEN TO THEM: WHICH WAY IS OPENED TO THOSE ONLY WHO LOVE IT ABOVE ALL THE GOOD THINGS OF THIS WORLD; AND ON NO OTHER CONDITION CAN ANY ONE EVEN UNDERSTAND IT, HOWEVER WISE HE MAY SEEM; BUT THAT THOSE WHO NEGLECT TO INQUIRE WHAT IS PROFITABLE AND SALUTARY TO THEMSELVES, AS SELF-HATERS AND SELF-ENEMIES, SHOULD BE DEPRIVED OF ITS GOOD THINGS, AS LOVERS OF EVIL THINGS.
CHAPTER LIV. -GOD TO BE SUPREMELY LOVED.
[bookmark: P2083_589719]"IT BEHOOVES, THEREFORE, THE GOOD TO LOVE THAT WAY ABOVE ALL THINGS, THAT IS, ABOVE RICHES, GLORY, REST, PARENTS, RELATIVES, FRIENDS, AND EVERYTHING IN THE WORLD. BUT HE WHO PERFECTLY LOVES THIS POSSESSION OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CAST AWAY ALL PRACTICE OF EVIL HABIT, NEGLIGENCE, SLOTH, MALICE, ANGER, AND SUCH LIKE. FOR IF YOU PREFER ANY OF THESE TO IT, AS LOVING THE VICES OF YOUR OWN LUST MORE THAN GOD, YOU SHALL NOT ATTAIN TO THE POSSESSION OF THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM; FOR TRULY IT IS FOOLISH TO LOVE ANYTHING MORE THAN GOD. FOR WHETHER THEY BE PARENTS, THEY DIE; OR RELATIVES, THEY DO NOT CONTINUE; OR FRIENDS, THEY CHANGE. BUT GOD ALONE IS ETERNAL, AND ABIDES UNCHANGEABLE. HE, THEREFORE, WHO WILL NOT SEEK AFTER THAT WHICH IS PROFITABLE TO HIMSELF, IS EVIL, TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT HIS WICKEDNESS EXCEEDS THE VERY PRINCE OF IMPIETY. FOR HE ABUSES THE GOODNESS OF GOD TO THE PURPOSE OF HIS OWN WICKEDNESS, AND PLEASES HIMSELF; BUT THE OTHER NEGLECTS THE GOOD THINGS OF HIS OWN SALVATION, THAT BY HIS OWN DESTRUCTION HE MAY PLEASE THE EVIL ONE."
CHAPTER LV. -TEN COMMANDMENTS CORRESPONDING TO THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT.
[bookmark: P2089_591340]"ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE, THEREFORE, WHO BY NEGLECT OF THEIR OWN SALVATION PLEASE THE EVIL ONE, AND THOSE WHO BY STUDY OF THEIR OWN PROFIT SEEK TO PLEASE THE GOOD ONE, TEN THINGS HAVE BEEN PRESCRIBED AS A TEST TO THIS PRESENT AGE, ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THE TEN PLAGUES WHICH WERE BROUGHT UPON EGYPT. FOR WHEN MOSES, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD, DEMANDED OF PHARAOH THAT HE SHOULD LET THE PEOPLE GO, AND IN TOKEN OF HIS HEAVENLY COMMISSION SHOWED SIGNS, HIS ROD BEING THROWN UPON THE GROUND WAS TURNED INTO A SERPENT. AND WHEN PHARAOH COULD NOT BY THESE MEANS BE BROUGHT TO CONSENT, AS HAVING FREEDOM OF WILL, AGAIN THE MAGICIANS SEEMED TO DO SIMILAR SIGNS, BY PERMISSION OF GOD, THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE KING MIGHT BE PROVED FROM THE FREEDOM OF HIS WILL, WHETHER HE WOULD RATHER BELIEVE THE SIGNS WROUGHT BY MOSES, WHO WAS SENT BY GOD, OR THOSE WHICH THE MAGICIANS RATHER SEEMED TO WORK THAN ACTUALLY WROUGHT. FOR TRULY HE OUGHT TO HAVE UNDERSTOOD FROM THEIR VERY NAME THAT THEY WERE NOT WORKERS OF TRUTH, BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT CALLED MESSENGERS OF GOD, BUT MAGICIANS, AS THE TRADITION ALSO INTIMATES. MOREOVER, THEY SEEMED TO MAINTAIN THE CONTEST UP TO A CERTAIN POINT, AND AFTERWARDS THEY CONFESSED OF THEMSELVES, AND YIELDED TO THEIR SUPERIOR. THEREFORE, THE LAST PLAGUE IS INFLICTED, THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FIRST-BORN, AND THEN MOSES IS COMMANDED TO CONSECRATE THE PEOPLE BY THE SPRINKLING OF BLOOD; AND SO, GIFTS BEING PRESENTED, WITH MUCH ENTREATY HE IS ASKED TO DEPART WITH THE PEOPLE.
CHAPTER LVI. -SIMON RESISTED PETER, AS THE MAGICIANS MOSES.
[bookmark: P2092_592217]"IN A SIMILAR TRANSACTION I SEE THAT I AM EVEN NOW ENGAGED. FOR AS THEN, WHEN MOSES EXHORTED THE KING TO BELIEVE GOD, THE MAGICIANS OPPOSED HIM BY A PRETENDED EXHIBITION OF SIMILAR SIGNS, AND SO KEPT BACK THE UNBELIEVERS FROM SALVATION; SO ALSO NOW, WHEN I HAVE COME FORTH TO TEACH ALL NATIONS TO BELIEVE IN THE TRUE GOD, SIMON THE MAGICIAN RESISTS ME, ACTING IN OPPOSITION TO ME, AS THEY ALSO DID IN OPPOSITION TO MOSES; IN ORDER THAT WHOSOEVER THEY BE FROM AMONG THE NATIONS THAT DO NOT USE SOUND JUDGMENT, THEY MAY BE MADE MANIFEST; BUT THAT THOSE MAY BE SAVED WHO RIGHTLY DISTINGUISH SIGNS FROM SIGNS." WHILE PETER THUS SPOKE, NICETA ANSWERED: "I BESEECH YOU THAT YOU WOULD PERMIT ME TO STATE WHATEVER OCCURS TO MY MIND." THEN PETER, BEING DELIGHTED WITH THE EAGERNESS OF HIS DISCIPLES, SAID: "SPEAK WHAT YOU WILL."
CHAPTER LVII. -MIRACLES OF THE MAGICIANS.
[bookmark: P2095_593386]THEN SAID NICETA: "IN WHAT RESPECT DID THE EGYPTIANS SIN IN NOT BELIEVING MOSES, SINCE THE MAGICIANS WROUGHT LIKE SIGNS, EVEN ALTHOUGH THEY WERE DONE RATHER IN APPEARANCE THAN IN TRUTH? FOR IF I HAD BEEN THERE THEN, SHOULD I NOT HAVE THOUGHT, FROM THE FACT THAT THE MAGICIANS DID LIKE THINGS TO THOSE WHICH MOSES DID, EITHER THAT MOSES WAS A MAGICIAN, OR THAT THE MAGICIANS WROUGHT THEIR SIGNS BY DIVINE COMMISSION? FOR I SHOULD NOT HAVE THOUGHT IT LIKELY THAT THE SAME THINGS COULD BE AFFECTED BY MAGICIANS, EVEN IN APPEARANCE, WHICH HE WHO WAS SENT BY GOD PERFORMED. AND NOW, IN WHAT RESPECT DO THEY SIN WHO BELIEVE SIMON, SINCE THEY SEE HIM DO SO GREAT MARVELS? OR IS IT NOT MARVELOUS TO FLY THROUGH THE AIR, TO BE SO MIXED WITH FIRE AS TO BECOME ONE BODY WITH IT, TO MAKE STATUES WALK, BRAZEN DOGS BARK, AND OTHER SUCH LIKE THINGS, WHICH ASSUREDLY ARE SUFFICIENTLY WONDERFUL TO THOSE WHO KNOW NOT HOW TO DISTINGUISH? YEA, HE HAS ALSO BEEN SEEN TO MAKE BREAD OF STONES. BUT IF HE SINS WHO BELIEVES THOSE WHO DO SIGNS, HOW SHALL IT APPEAR THAT HE ALSO DOES NOT SIN WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR LORD FOR HIS SIGNS AND WORKS OF POWER?"
CHAPTER LVIII. -TRUTH VEILED WITH LOVE.
[bookmark: P2098_594353]THEN SAID PETER: "I TAKE IT WELL THAT YOU BRING THE TRUTH TO THE RULE, AND DO NOT SUFFER HINDRANCES OF FAITH TO LURK IN YOUR SOUL. FOR THUS YOU CAN EASILY OBTAIN THE REMEDY. DO YOU REMEMBER THAT I SAID, THAT THE WORST OF ALL THINGS IS WHEN ANY ONE NEGLECTS TO LEARN WHAT IS FOR HIS GOOD? "NICETA ANSWERED: "I REMEMBER." THEN PETER: "AND AGAIN, THAT GOD HAS VEILED HIS TRUTH, THAT HE MAY DISCLOSE IT TO THOSE WHO FAITHFULLY FOLLOW HIM? ""NEITHER," SAID NICETA, "HAVE I FORGOTTEN THIS." THEN SAID PETER: "WHAT THINK YOU THEN? THAT GOD HAS BURIED HIS TRUTH DEEP IN THE EARTH, AND HAS HEAPED MOUNTAINS UPON IT, THAT IT MAY BE FOUND BY THOSE ONLY WHO ARE ABLE TO DIG DOWN INTO THE DEPTHS? IT IS NOT SO; BUT AS HE HAS SURROUNDED THE MOUNTAINS AND THE EARTH WITH THE EXPANSE OF HEAVEN, SO HATH HE VEILED THE TRUTH WITH THE CURTAIN OF HIS OWN LOVE, THAT HE ALONE MAY BE ABLE TO REACH IT, WHO HAS FIRST KNOCKED AT THE GATE OF DIVINE LOVE.
CHAPTER LIX. -GOOD AND EVIL IN PAIRS.
[bookmark: P2102_596385]"FOR, AS I WAS BEGINNING TO SAY, GOD HAS APPOINTED FOR THIS WORLD CERTAIN PAIRS; AND HE WHO COMES FIRST OF THE PAIRS IS OF EVIL, HE WHO COMES SECOND, OF GOOD. AND IN THIS IS GIVEN TO EVERY MAN AN OCCASION OF RIGHT JUDGMENT, WHETHER HE IS SIMPLE OR PRUDENT. FOR IF HE IS SIMPLE, AND BELIEVES HIM WHO COMES FIRST, THOUGH MOVED THERETO BY SIGNS AND PRODIGIES, HE MUST OF NECESSITY, FOR THE SAME REASON, BELIEVE HIM WHO COMES SECOND; FOR HE WILL BE PERSUADED BY SIGNS AND PRODIGIES, AS HE WAS BEFORE. WHEN HE BELIEVES THIS SECOND ONE, HE WILL LEARN FROM HIM THAT HE OUGHT NOT TO BELIEVE THE FIRST, WHO COMES OF EVIL; AND SO, THE ERROR OF THE FORMER IS CORRECTED BY THE EMENDATION OF THE LATTER. BUT IF HE WILL NOT RECEIVE THE SECOND, BECAUSE HE HAS BELIEVED THE FIRST, HE WILL DESERVEDLY BE CONDEMNED AS UNJUST; FOR UNJUST IT IS, THAT WHEN HE BELIEVED THE FIRST ON ACCOUNT OF HIS SIGNS, HE WILL NOT BELIEVE THE SECOND, THOUGH HE, BRING THE SAME, OR EVEN GREATER SIGNS. BUT IF HE HAS NOT BELIEVED THE FIRST, IT FOLLOWS THAT HE MAY BE MOVED TO BELIEVE THE SECOND. FOR HIS MIND HAS NOT BECOME SO COMPLETELY INACTIVE BUT THAT IT MAY BE ROUSED BY THE REDOUBLING OF MARVELS. BUT IF HE IS PRUDENT, HE CAN MAKE DISTINCTION OF THE SIGNS. AND IF INDEED HE HAS BELIEVED IN THE FIRST, HE WILL BE MOVED TO THE SECOND BY THE INCREASE IN THE MIRACLES, AND BY COMPARISON HE WILL APPREHEND WHICH ARE BETTER; ALTHOUGH CLEAR TESTS OF MIRACLES ARE RECOGNIZED BY ALL LEARNED MEN, AS WE HAVE SHOWN IN THE REGULAR ORDER OF OUR DISCUSSION. BUT IF ANY ONE, AS BEING WHOLE AND NOT NEEDING A PHYSICIAN, IS NOT MOVED TO THE FIRST, HE WILL BE DRAWN TO THE SECOND BY THE VERY CONTINUANCE OF THE THING, AND WILL MAKE A DISTINCTION OF SIGNS AND MARVELS AFTER THIS FASHION;-HE WHO IS OF THE EVIL ONE, THE SIGNS THAT HE WORKS DO GOOD TO NO ONE; BUT THOSE WHICH THE GOOD MAN WORKETH ARE PROFITABLE TO MEN."
CHAPTER LX. -USELESSNESS OF PRETENDED MIRACLES.
[bookmark: P2105_597675]"FOR TELL ME, I PRAY YOU, WHAT IS THE USE OF SHOWING STATUES WALKING, DOGS OF BRASS OR STONE BARKING, MOUNTAINS DANCING, OF FLYING THROUGH THE AIR, AND SUCH LIKE THINGS, WHICH YOU SAY THAT SIMON DID? BUT THOSE SIGNS WHICH ARE OF THE GOOD ONE, ARE DIRECTED TO THE ADVANTAGE OF MEN. AS ARE THOSE WHICH WERE DONE BY OUR LORD, WHO GAVE SIGHT TO THE BLIND AND HEARING TO THE DEAF, RAISED UP THE FEEBLE AND THE LAME, DROVE AWAY SICKNESSES AND DEMONS, RAISED THE DEAD, AND DID OTHER LIKE THINGS, AS YOU SEE ALSO THAT I DO. THOSE SIGNS, THEREFORE, WHICH MAKE FOR THE BENEFIT OF MEN, AND CONFER SOME GOOD UPON THEM, THE WICKED ONE CANNOT DO, EXCEPTING ONLY AT THE END OF THE WORLD. FOR THEN IT SHALL BE PERMITTED HIM TO MIX HIP WITH HIS SIGNS SOME GOOD ONES, AS THE EXPELLING OF DEMONS OR THE HEALING OF DISEASES; BY THIS MEANS GOING BEYOND HIS BOUNDS, AND BEING DIVIDED AGAINST HIMSELF, AND FIGHTING AGAINST HIMSELF, HE SHALL BE DESTROYED. AND THEREFORE, THE LORD HAS FORETOLD, THAT IN THE LAST TIMES THERE SHALL BE SUCH TEMPTATION, THAT, IF IT BE POSSIBLE, THE VERY ELECT SHALL BE DECEIVED; THAT IS TO SAY, THAT BY THE MARKS OF SIGNS BEING CONFUSED, EVEN THOSE MUST BE DISTURBED WHO SEEM TO BE EXPERT IN DISCOVERING SPIRITS AND DISTINGUISHING MIRACLES.
CHAPTER LXI. -TEN PAIRS.
[bookmark: P2109_598499]"THE TEN PAIRS OF WHICH WE HAVE SPOKEN HAVE THEREFORE BEEN ASSIGNED TO THIS WORLD FROM THE BEGINNING OF TIME. CAIN AND ABEL WERE ONE PAIR. THE SECOND WAS THE GIANTS AND NOAH; THE THIRD, PHARAOH AND ABRAHAM; THE FOURTH, THE PHILISTINES AND ISAAC; THE FIFTH, ESAU AND JACOB; THE SIXTH, THE MAGICIANS AND MOSES THE LAWGIVER; THE SEVENTH, THE TEMPTER AND THE SON OF MAN; THE EIGHTH, SIMON AND I, PETER; THE NINTH, ALL NATIONS, AND HE WHO SHALL BE SENT TO SOW THE WORD AMONG THE NATIONS; THE TENTH, ANTICHRIST AND CHRIST. CONCERNING THESE PAIRS, WE SHALL GIVE YOU FULLER INFORMATION AT ANOTHER TIME." WHEN PETER SPOKE THUS, AQUILA SAID: "TRULY THERE IS NEED OF CONSTANT TEACHING, THAT ONE MAY LEARN WHAT IS TRUE ABOUT EVERYTHING."
CHAPTER LXII. -THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.
[bookmark: P2113_600370]BUT PETER SAID: "WHO IS HE THAT IS EARNEST TOWARD INSTRUCTION, AND THAT STUDIOUSLY INQUIRES INTO EVERY PARTICULAR, EXCEPT HIM WHO LOVES HIS OWN SOUL TO SALVATION, AND RENOUNCES ALL THE AFFAIRS OF THIS WORLD, THAT HE MAY HAVE LEISURE TO ATTEND TO THE WORD OF GOD ONLY? SUCH IS HE WHOM ALONE THE TRUE PROPHET DEEMS WISE, EVEN HE WHO SELLS ALL THAT HE HAS AND BUYS THE ONE TRUE PEARL, WHO UNDERSTANDS WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TEMPORAL THINGS AND ETERNAL, SMALL AND GREAT, MEN AND GOD. FOR HE UNDERSTANDS WHAT IS THE ETERNAL HOPE IN PRESENCE OF THE TRUE AND GOOD GOD. BUT WHO IS HE THAT LOVES GOD, SAVE HIM WHO KNOWS HIS WISDOM? AND HOW CAN ANY ONE OBTAINS KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S WISDOM, UNLESS HE BE CONSTANT IN HEARING HIS WORD? WHENCE IT COMES, THAT HE CONCEIVES A LOVE FOR HIM, AND VENERATES HIM WITH WORTHY HONOR, POURING OUT HYMNS AND PRAYERS TO HIM, AND MOST PLEASANTLY RESTING IN THESE, ACCOUNTS IT HIS GREATEST DAMAGE IF AT ANY TIME HE SPEAK OR DO AUGHT ELSE EVEN FOR A MOMENT OF TIME; BECAUSE, IN REALITY, THE SOUL WHICH IS FILLED WITH THE LOVE OF GOD CAN NEITHER LOOK UPON ANYTHING EXCEPT WHAT PERTAINS TO GOD, NOR, BY REASON OF LOVE OF HIM, CAN BE SATISFIED WITH MEDITATING UPON THOSE THINGS WHICH IT KNOWS TO BE PLEASING TO HIM. BUT THOSE WHO HAVE NOT CONCEIVED AFFECTION FOR HIM, NOR BEAR HIS LOVE LIGHTED UP IN THEIR MIND, ARE AS IT WERE PLACED IN DARKNESS AND CANNOT SEE LIGHT; AND THEREFORE, EVEN BEFORE THEY BEGIN TO LEARN ANYTHING OF GOD, THEY IMMEDIATELY FAINT AS THOUGH WORN OUT BY LABOR; AND FILLED WITH WEARINESS, THEY ARE STRAIGHTWAY HURRIED BY THEIR OWN PECULIAR HABITS TO THOSE WORDS WITH WHICH THEY ARE PLEASED. FOR IT IS WEARISOME AND ANNOYING TO SUCH PERSONS TO HEAR ANYTHING ABOUT GOD; AND THAT FOR THE REASON I HAVE STATED, BECAUSE THEIR MIND HAS RECEIVED NO SWEETNESS OF DIVINE LOVE."
CHAPTER LXIII. -A DESERTER FROM SIMON'S CAMP.
[bookmark: P2117_602613]WHILE PETER WAS THUS SPEAKING, THE DAY DAWNED; AND, BEHOLD, ONE OF THE DISCIPLES OF SIMON CAME, CRYING OUT: "I BESEECH THEE, O PETER, RECEIVE ME, A WRETCH, WHO HAVE BEEN DECEIVED BY SIMON THE MAGICIAN, TO WHOM I GAVE HEED AS TO A HEAVENLY GOD, BY REASON OF THOSE MIRACLES WHICH I SAW HIM PERFORM. BUT WHEN I HEARD YOUR DISCOURSES, I BEGAN TO THINK HIM A MAN, AND INDEED A WICKED MAN; NEVERTHELESS, WHEN HE WENT OUT FROM THIS, I ALONE FOLLOWED HIM, FOR I HAD NOT YET CLEARLY PERCEIVED HIS IMPIETIES. BUT WHEN HE SAW ME FOLLOWING HIM, HE CALLED ME BLESSED, AND LED ME TO HIS HOUSE; AND ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT HE SAID TO ME, `I SHALL MAKE YOU BETTER THAN ALL MEN, IF YOU WILL REMAIN WITH ME EVEN TILL THE END.' WHEN I HAD PROMISED HIM THIS, HE DEMANDED OF ME AN OATH OF PERSEVERANCE; AND HAVING GOT THIS, HE PLACED UPON MY SHOULDERS SOME OF HIS POLLUTED AND ACCURSED SECRET THINGS, THAT I MIGHT CARRY THEM, AND ORDERED ME TO FOLLOW HIM. BUT WHEN WE CAME TO THE SEA, HE WENT ABOARD A BOAT WHICH HAPPENED TO BE THERE, AND TOOK FROM MY NECK WHAT HE HAD ORDERED ME TO CARRY. AND AS HE CAME OUT A LITTLE AFTER, BRINGING NOTHING WITH HIM, HE MUST HAVE THROWN IT INTO THE SEA. THEN HE ASKED ME TO GO WITH HIM, SAYING THAT HE WAS GOING TO ROME, AND THAT THERE HE WOULD PLEASE THE PEOPLE SO MUCH, THAT HE SHOULD BE RECKONED A GOD, AND PUBLICLY GIFTED WITH DIVINE HONORS. `THEN, 'SAID HE, `IF YOU WISH TO RETURN HITHER, I SHALL SEND YOU BACK, LOADED WITH ALL RICHES, AND UPHELD BY VARIOUS SERVICES.' WHEN I HEARD THIS, AND SAW NOTHING IN HIM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS PROFESSION, BUT PERCEIVED THAT HE WAS A MAGICIAN AND A DECEIVER, I ANSWERED: `PARDON ME, I PRAY YOU; FOR I HAVE A PAIN IN MY FEET, AND THEREFORE I ANT NOT ABLE TO LEAVE CAESAREA. BESIDES, I HAVE A WIFE AND LITTLE CHILDREN, WHOM I CANNOT LEAVE BY ANY MEANS.' WHEN HE HEARD THIS, HE CHARGED ME WITH SLOTH, AND SET OUT TOWARDS DORA, SAYING, `YOU WILL BE SORRY, WHEN YOU HEAR WHAT GLORY I SHALL GET IN THE CITY OF ROME.' AND AFTER THIS HE SET OUT FOR ROME, AS HE SAID; BUT I HASTILY RETURNED HITHER, ENTREATING YOU TO RECEIVE ME TO PENITENCE, BECAUSE I HAVE BEEN DECEIVED BY HIM."
CHAPTER LXIV. -DECLARATION OF SIMON'S WICKEDNESS.
[bookmark: P2121_603842]WHEN HE WHO HAD RETURNED FROM SIMON HAD THUS SPOKEN, PETER ORDERED HIM TO SIT DOWN IN THE COURT. AND HE HIMSELF GOING FORTH, AND SEEING IMMENSE CROWDS, FAR MORE THAN ON THE PREVIOUS DAYS, STOOD IN HIS USUAL PLACE; AND POINTING OUT HIM WHO HAD COME, BEGAN TO DISCOURSE AS FOLLOWS: "THIS MAN WHOM I POINT OUT TO YOU, BRETHREN, HAS JUST COME TO ME, TELLING ME OF THE WICKED PRACTICES OF SIMON, AND HOW HE HAS THROWN THE IMPLEMENTS OF HIS WICKEDNESS INTO THE SEA, NOT INDUCED TO DO SO BY REPENTANCE, BUT BEING AFRAID LEST, BEING DETECTED, HE SHOULD BE SUBJECTED TO THE PUBLIC LAWS. AND HE ASKED THIS MAN, AS HE TELLS ME, TO REMAIN WITH HIM, PROMISING HIM IMMENSE GIFTS; AND WHEN HE COULD NOT PERSUADE HIM TO DO SO, HE LEFT HIM, REPROACHING HIM FOR SLUGGISHNESS, AND SET OUT FOR ROME." WHEN PETER HAD INTIMATED THIS TO THE CROWD, THE MAN HIMSELF WHO HAD RETURNED FROM SIMON STOOD UP, AND BEGAN TO STATE TO THE PEOPLE EVERYTHING RELATING TO SIMON'S CRIMES. AND WHEN THEY WERE SHOCKED BY THE THINGS WHICH THEY HEARD THAT SIMON HAD DONE BY HIS MAGICAL ACTS, PETER SAID:
CHAPTER LXV. -PETER RESOLVES TO FOLLOW SIMON.
[bookmark: P2126_605761]"BE NOT, MY BRETHREN, DISTRESSED BY THOSE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN DONE, BUT GIVE HEED TO THE FUTURE: FOR WHAT IS PASSED IS ENDED; BUT THE THINGS WHICH THREATEN ARE DANGEROUS TO THOSE WHO SHALL FALL IN WITH THEM. FOR OFFENCES SHALL NEVER BE WANTING IN THIS WORLD, SO LONG AS THE ENEMY IS PERMITTED TO ACT ACCORDING TO HIS WILL; IN ORDER THAT THE PRUDENT AND THOSE WHO UNDERSTOOD HIS WILES MAY BE CONQUERORS IN THE CONTESTS WHICH HE RAISES AGAINST THEM; BUT THAT THOSE WHO NEGLECT TO LEARN THE THINGS THAT PERTAIN TO THE SALVATION OF THEIR SOULS, MAY BE TAKEN BY HIM WITH MERITED DECEPTIONS. SINCE, THEREFORE, AS YOU HAVE HEARD, SIMON HAS GONE FORTH TO PREOCCUPY THE EARS OF THE GENTILES WHO ARE CALLED TO SALVATION, IT IS NECESSARY THAT I ALSO FOLLOW UPON HIS TRACK, SO THAT WHATEVER DISPUTATIONS HE RAISES MAY BE CORRECTED BY US. BUT INASMUCH AS IT IS RIGHT THAT GREATER ANXIETY SHOULD BE FELT CONCERNING YOU WHO ARE ALREADY RECEIVED WITHIN THE WALLS OF LIFE,-FOR IF THAT WHICH HAS BEEN ACTUALLY ACQUIRED PERISH, A POSITIVE LOSS IS SUSTAINED; WHILE WITH RESPECT TO THAT WHICH HAS NOT YET BEEN ACQUIRED, IF IT CAN BE GOT, THERE IS SO MUCH GAIN; BUT IF NOT, THE ONLY LOSS IS THAT THERE IS NO GAIN;-IN ORDER, THEREFORE, THAT YOU MAY BE MORE AND MORE CONFIRMED IN THE TRUTH, AND THE NATIONS WHO ARE CALLED TO SALVATION MAY IN NO WAY BE PREVENTED BY THE WICKEDNESS OF SIMON, I HAVE THOUGHT GOOD TO ORDAIN ZACCHAEUS AS PASTOR OVER YOU, AND TO REMAIN WITH YOU MYSELF FOR THREE MONTHS; AND SO TO GO TO THE GENTILES, LEST THROUGH OUR DELAYING LONGER, AND THE CRIMES OF SIMON STALKING IN EVERY DIRECTION, THEY SHOULD BECOME INCURABLE."
CHAPTER LXVI. -ZACCHAEUS MADE BISHOP OF CAESAREA; PRESBYTERS AND DEACONS ORDAINED.
[bookmark: P2129_607545]AT THIS ANNOUNCEMENT ALL THE PEOPLE WEPT, HEARING THAT HE WAS GOING TO LEAVE THEM; AND PETER, SYMPATHIZING WITH THEM, HIMSELF ALSO SHED TEARS; AND LOOKING UP TO HEAVEN, HE SAID: "TO THEE, O GOD, WHO HAST MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE IN THEM, WE POUR OUT THE PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION, THAT THOU WOULD COMFORT THOSE WHO HAVE RECOURSE TO THEE IN THEIR TRIBULATION. FOR BY REASON OF THE AFFECTION THAT THEY HAVE TOWARDS THEE, THEY DO LOVE ME WHO HAVE DECLARED TO THEM THY TRUTH. WHEREFORE GUARD THEM WITH THE RIGHT HAND OF THY COMPASSION; FOR NEITHER ZACCHAEUS NOR ANY OTHER MAN CAN BE A SUFFICIENT GUARDIAN TO THEM." WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, AND MORE TO THE SAME EFFECT, HE LAID HIS HANDS UPON ZACCHAEUS, AND PRAYED THAT HE MIGHT BLAMELESSLY DISCHARGE THE DUTY OF HIS BISHOPRIC. THEN HE ORDAINED TWELVE PRESBYTERS AND FOUR DEACONS, AND SAID: "I HAVE ORDAINED YOU THIS ZACCHAEUS AS A BISHOP, KNOWING THAT HE HAS THE FEAR OF GOD, AND IS EXPERT IN THE SCRIPTURES. YOU OUGHT THEREFORE TO HONOR HIM AS HOLDING THE PLACE OF CHRIST, OBEYING HIM FOR YOUR SALVATION, AND KNOWING THAT WHATEVER HONOR AND WHATEVER INJURY IS DONE TO HIM, REDOUNDS TO CHRIST, AND FROM CHRIST TO GOD. HEAR HIM THEREFORE WITH ALL ATTENTION, AND RECEIVE FROM HIM THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH; AND FROM THE PRESBYTERS THE MONITIONS OF LIFE; AND FROM THE DEACONS THE ORDER OF DISCIPLINE. HAVE A RELIGIOUS CARE OF WIDOWS; VIGOROUSLY ASSIST ORPHANS; TAKE PITY ON THE POOR; TEACH THE YOUNG MODESTY; AND IN A WORD, SUSTAIN ONE ANOTHER AS CIRCUMSTANCES SHALL DEMAND; WORSHIP GOD, WHO CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH; BELIEVE IN CHRIST; LOVE ONE ANOTHER; BE COMPASSIONATE TO ALL; AND FULFIL CHARITY NOT ONLY IN WORD, BUT IN ACT AND DEED."
CHAPTER LXVII. -INVITATION TO BAPTISM.
[bookmark: P2133_608658]WHEN HE HAD GIVEN THEM THESE AND SUCH LIKE PRECEPTS, HE MADE PROCLAMATION TO THE PEOPLE, SAYING: "SINCE I HAVE RESOLVED TO STAY THREE MONTHS WITH YOU, IF ANY ONE DESIRES IT, LET HIM BE BAPTIZED; THAT, STRIPPED OF HIS FORMER EVILS, HE MAY FOR THE FUTURE, IN CONSEQUENCE OF HIS OWN CONDUCT, BECOME HEIR OF HEAVENLY BLESSINGS, AS A REWARD FOR HIS GOOD ACTIONS. WHOSOEVER WILL, THEN, LET HIM COME TO ZACCHAEUS AND GIVE HIS NAME TO HIM, AND LET HIM HEAR FROM HIM THE MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. LET HIM ATTEND TO FREQUENT FASTING’S, AND APPROVE HIMSELF IN ALL THINGS, THAT AT THE END OF THESE THREE MONTHS HE MAY BE BAPTIZED ON THE DAY OF THE FESTIVAL. BUT EVERY ONE OF YOU SHALL BE BAPTIZED IN EVER FLOWING WATERS, THE NAME OF THE TRINE BEATITUDE BEING INVOKED OVER HIM; HE BEING FIRST ANOINTED WITH OIL SANCTIFIED BY PRAYER, THAT SO AT LENGTH, BEING CONSECRATED BY THESE THINGS, HE MAY ATTAIN A PERCEPTION OF HOLY THINGS."
CHAPTER LXVIII. -TWELVE SENT BEFORE HIM.
[bookmark: P2137_610672]AND WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN AT LENGTH ON THE SUBJECT OF BAPTISM, HE DISMISSED THE CROWD, AND BETOOK HIMSELF TO HIS USUAL PLACE OF ABODE; AND THERE, WHILE THE TWELVE STOOD AROUND HIM (VIZ. ZACCHAEUS AND SOPHONIAS, JOSEPH AND MICHAEUS, ELEAZAR AND PHINEAS, LAZARUS AND ELISEUS, I CLEMENT AND NICODEMUS, NICETA AND AQUILA), HE ADDRESSED US TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT: "LET US, MY BRETHREN, CONSIDER WHAT IS RIGHT; FOR IT IS OUR DUTY TO BRING SOME HELP TO THE NATIONS, WHICH ARE CALLED TO SALVATION. YOU HAVE YOURSELVES HEARD THAT SIMON HAS SET OUT, WISHING TO ANTICIPATE OUR JOURNEY. HIM WE SHOULD HAVE FOLLOWED STEP BY STEP, THAT WHERESOEVER HE TRIES TO SUBVERT ANY, WE MIGHT IMMEDIATELY CONFUTE HIM. BUT SINCE IT APPEARS TO ME TO BE UNJUST TO FORSAKE THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN ALREADY CONVERTED TO GOD, AND TO BESTOW OUR CARE UPON THOSE WHO ARE STILL AFAR OFF, I THINK IT RIGHT THAT I SHOULD REMAIN THREE MONTHS WITH THOSE IN THIS CITY WHO HAVE BEEN TURNED TO THE FAITH, AND SHOULD STRENGTHEN THEM; AND YET THAT WE SHOULD NOT NEGLECT THOSE WHO ARE STILL FAR OFF, LEST HAPLY, IF THEY BE LONG INFECTED WITH THE POWER OF PERNICIOUS DOCTRINE, IT BE MORE DIFFICULT TO RECOVER THEM. THEREFORE I WISH (ONLY, HOWEVER, IF YOU ALSO THINK IT RIGHT), THAT FOR ZACCHAEUS, WHOM WE HAVE NOW ORDAINED BISHOP, BENJAMIN THE SON OF SABA BE SUBSTITUTED; AND FOR CLEMENT (WHOM I HAVE RESOLVED TO HAVE ALWAYS BY ME, BECAUSE, COMING FROM THE GENTILES, HE HAS A GREAT DESIRE TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD) THERE BE SUBSTITUTED ANANIAS THE SON OF SAFRA; AND FOR NICETA AND AQUILA, WHO HAVE BEEN BUT LATELY CONVERTED TO THE FAITH OF CHRIST, RUBELUS THE BROTHER OF ZACCHAEUS, AND ZACHARIAS THE BUILDER. I WISH, THEREFORE, TO COMPLETE THE NUMBER OF TWELVE BY SUBSTITUTING THESE FOUR FOR THE OTHER FOUR, THAT SIMON MAY FEEL THAT I IN THEM AM ALWAYS WITH HIM."
CHAPTER LXIX. -ARRANGEMENTS APPROVED BY ALL THE BRETHREN.
[bookmark: P2140_611617]HAVING THEREFORE SEPARATED ME, CLEMENT, AND NICETA AND AQUILA, HE SAID TO THOSE TWELVE: "I WISH YOU THE DAY AFTER TO-MORROW TO PROCEED TO THE GENTILES, AND TO FOLLOW IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF SIMON, THAT YOU MAY INFORM ME OF ALL HIS PROCEEDINGS. YOU WILL ALSO INQUIRE DILIGENTLY THE SENTIMENTS OF EVERY ONE, AND ANNOUNCE TO THEM THAT I SHALL COME TO THEM WITHOUT DELAY; AND, IN SHORT, IN ALL PLACES INSTRUCT THE GENTILES TO EXPECT MY COMING." WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN THESE THINGS, AND OTHERS TO THE SAME EFFECT, HE SAID: "YOU ALSO, MY BRETHREN, IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO SAY TO THESE THINGS, SAY ON, LEST HAPLY IT BE NOT RIGHT WHICH SEEMS GOOD TO ME ALONE." THEN ALL, WITH ONE VOICE APPLAUDING HIM, SAID: "WE ASK YOU RATHER TO ARRANGE EVERYTHING ACCORDING TO YOUR OWN JUDGMENT, AND TO ORDER WHAT SEEMS GOOD TO YOURSELF; FOR THIS WE THINK TO BE THE PERFECT WORK OF PIETY, IF WE FULFIL WHAT YOU COMMAND."
CHAPTER LXX. -DEPARTURE OF THE TWELVE.
[bookmark: P2143_612756]THEREFORE, ON THE DAY APPOINTED, WHEN THEY HAD RANGED THEMSELVES BEFORE PETER, THEY SAID: "DO NOT THINK, 0 PETER, THAT IT IS A SMALL GRIEF TO US THAT WE ARE TO BE DEPRIVED OF THE PRIVILEGE OF HEARING YOU FOR THREE MONTHS; BUT SINCE IT IS GOOD FOR US TO DO WHAT YOU ORDER, WE SHALL MOST READILY OBEY. WE SHALL ALWAYS RETAIN IN OUR HEARTS THE REMEMBRANCE OF YOUR FACE; AND, SO WE SET OUT ACTIVELY, AS YOU HAVE COMMANDED US." THEN HE, HAVING POURED OUT A PRAYER TO THE LORD FOR THEM, DISMISSED THEM. AND WHEN THOSE TWELVE WHO HAD BEEN SENT FORWARD HAD GONE, PETER ENTERED, ACCORDING TO CUSTOM, AND STOOD IN THE PLACE OF DISPUTATION. AND A MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE HAD COME TOGETHER, EVEN A LARGER NUMBER THAN USUAL; AND ALL WITH TEARS GAZED UPON HIM, BY REASON OF WHAT THEY HAD HEARD FROM HIM THE DAY BEFORE, THAT HE WAS ABOUT TO GO FORTH ON ACCOUNT OF SIMON. THEN, SEEING THEM WEEPING, HE HIMSELF ALSO WAS SIMILARLY AFFECTED, ALTHOUGH HE ENDEAVORED TO CONCEAL AND TO RESTRAIN HIS TEARS. BUT THE TREMBLING OF HIS VOICE, AND THE INTERRUPTION OF HIS DISCOURSE, BETRAYED THAT HE WAS DISTRESSED BY SIMILAR EMOTION.
CHAPTER LXXI. -PETER PREPARES THE CAESAREANS FOR HIS DEPARTURE.
[bookmark: P2146_614190]HOWEVER, RUBBING HIS FOREHEAD WITH HIS HAND, HE SAID: "BE OF GOOD COURAGE, MY BRETHREN, AND COMFORT YOUR SORROWFUL HEARTS BY MEANS OF COUNSEL, REFERRING ALL THINGS TO GOD, WHOSE WILL ALONE, IS TO BE FULFILLED AND TO BE PREFERRED IN ALL THINGS. FOR LET US SUPPOSE FOR A MOMENT, THAT BY REASON OF THE AFFECTION THAT WE HAVE TOWARDS YOU, WE SHOULD ACT AGAINST HIS WILL, AND REMAIN WITH YOU, IS HE NOT ABLE, BY SENDING DEATH UPON ME, TO APPOINT TO ME A LONGER SEPARATION FROM YOU? AND THEREFORE, IT IS BETTER FOR US TO CARRY OUT THIS SHORTER SEPARATION WITH HIS WILL, AS THOSE TO WHOM IT IS PRESCRIBED TO OBEY GOD IN ALL THINGS. HENCE YOU ALSO OUGHT TO OBEY HIM WITH LIKE SUBMISSION, INASMUCH AS YOU LOVE ME FROM NO OTHER REASON THAN ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR LOVE OF HIM. AS FRIENDS OF GOD, THEREFORE, ACQUIESCE IN HIS WILL; BUT ALSO JUDGE YOURSELVES WHAT IS RIGHT. WOULD IT NOT HAVE SEEMED WICKED, IF, WHEN SIMON WAS DECEIVING YOU, I HAD BEEN DETAINED BY THE BRETHREN IN JERUSALEM, AND HAD NOT COME TO YOU, AND THAT ALTHOUGH YOU HAD ZACCHAEUS AMONG YOU, A GOOD AND ELOQUENT MAN? SO NOW ALSO CONSIDER THAT IT WOULD BE WICKED, IF, WHEN SIMON HAS GONE FORTH TO ASSAIL THE GENTILES, WHO ARE WHOLLY WITHOUT A DEFENDER, I SHOULD BE DETAINED BY YOU, AND SHOULD NOT FOLLOW HIM. WHEREFORE LET US SEE TO IT, THAT WE DO NOT, BY AN UNREASONABLE AFFECTION, ACCOMPLISH THE WILL OF THE WICKED ONE."
CHAPTER LXXII. -MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND BAPTIZED.
[bookmark: P2149_614892]"MEANTIME I SHALL REMAIN WITH YOU THREE MONTHS, AS I PROMISED. BE YE CONSTANT IN HEARING THE WORD; AND AT THE END OF THAT TIME, IF ANY ARE ABLE AND WILLING TO FOLLOW US, THEY MAY DO SO, IF DUTY WILL ADMIT OF IT. AND WHEN I SAY IF DUTY WILL ADMIT I MEAN THAT NO ONE BY HIS DEPARTURE MUST SADDEN ANY ONE WHO OUGHT NOT TO BE SADDENED, AS BY LEAVING PARENTS WHO OUGHT NOT TO BE LEFT, OR A FAITHFUL WIFE, OR ANY OTHER PERSON TO WHOM HE IS BOUND TO AFFORD COMFORT FOR GOD'S SAKE." MEANTIME, DISPUTING AND TEACHING DAY BY DAY, HE FILLED UP THE TITHE APPOINTED WITH THE LABOR OF TEACHING; AND WHEN THE FESTIVAL DAY ARRIVED, UPWARDS OF TEN THOUSAND WERE BAPTIZED.
CHAPTER LXXIII. -TIDINGS OF SIMON.
[bookmark: P2153_615972]BUT IN THOSE DAYS A LETTER WAS RECEIVED FROM THE BRETHREN WHO HAD GONE BEFORE, IN WHICH WERE DETAILED THE CRIMES OF SIMON, HOW GOING FROM CITY TO CITY HE WAS DECEIVING MULTITUDES, AND EVERYWHERE MALIGNING PETER, SO THAT, WHEN HE SHOULD COME, NO ONE MIGHT AFFORD HIM A HEARING. FOR HE ASSERTED THAT PETER WAS A MAGICIAN, A GODLESS MAN, INJURIOUS, CUNNING, IGNORANT, AND PROFESSING IMPOSSIBLE THINGS. "FOR," SAYS HE, "HE ASSERTS THAT THE DEAD SHALL RISE AGAIN, WHICH IS IMPOSSIBLE. BUT IF ANY ONE ATTEMPTS TO CONFUTE HIM, HE IS CUT OFF BY SECRET SNARES BY HIM, THROUGH MEANS OF HIS ATTENDANTS. WHEREFORE, I ALSO," SAYS HE, "WHEN I HAD VANQUISHED HIM AND TRIUMPHED OVER HIM, FLED FOR FEAR OF HIS SNARES, LEST HE SHOULD DESTROY ME BY INCANTATIONS, OR COMPASS MY DEATH BY PLOTS." THEY INTIMATED ALSO THAT HE MAINLY STAYED AT TRIPOLIS.
CHAPTER LXXIV. -FAREWELL TO CAESAREA.
[bookmark: P2156_617043]PETER THEREFORE ORDERED THE LETTER TO BE READ TO THE PEOPLE; AND AFTER THE READING OF IT, HE ADDRESSED THEM AND GAVE THEM FULL INSTRUCTIONS ABOUT EVERYTHING, BUT ESPECIALLY THAT THEY SHOULD OBEY ZACCHAEUS, WHOM HE HAD ORDAINED BISHOP OVER THEM. ALSO, HE COMMENDED THE PRESBYTERS AND THE DEACONS TO THE PEOPLE, AND NOT LESS THE PEOPLE TO THEM. AND THEN, ANNOUNCING THAT HE SHOULD SPEND THE WINTER AT TRIPOLIS, HE SAID: "I COMMEND YOU TO THE GRACE OF GOD, BEING ABOUT TO DEPART TO-MORROW, WITH GOD'S WILL. BUT DURING THE WHOLE THREE MONTHS WHICH HE SPENT AT CAESAREA, FOR THE SAKE OF INSTRUCTION, WHATEVER HE DISCOURSED OF IN THE PRESENCE OF THE PEOPLE IN THE DAY-TIME, HE EXPLAINED MORE FULLY AND PERFECTLY IN THE NIGHT, IN PRIVATE TO US, AS MORE FAITHFUL AND COMPLETELY APPROVED BY HIM. AND AT THE SAME TIME, HE COMMANDED ME, BECAUSE HE UNDERSTOOD THAT I CAREFULLY STORED IN MY MEMORY WHAT I HEARD, TO COMMIT TO WRITING WHATEVER SEEMED WORTHY OF RECORD, AND TO SEND IT TO YOU, MY LORD JAMES, AS ALSO I DID, IN OBEDIENCE TO HIS COMMAND." 
CHAPTER LXXV. -CONTENTS OF CLEMENT'S DISPATCHES TO JAMES.
THE FIRST BOOK, THEREFORE, OF THOSE THAT I FORMERLY SENT TO YOU, CONTAINS AN ACCOUNT OF THE TRUE PROPHET, AND OF THE PECULIARITY OF THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE LAW, ACCORDING TO WHAT THE TRADITION OF MOSES TEACHES. THE SECOND CONTAINS AN ACCOUNT OF THE BEGINNING, AND WHETHER THERE BE ONE BEGINNING OR MANY, AND THAT THE LAW OF THE HEBREWS KNOWS WHAT IMMENSITY IS. THE THIRD, CONCERNING GOD, AND THOSE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN ORDAINED BY HIM. THE FOURTH, THAT THOUGH THERE ARE MANY THAT ARE CALLED GODS, THERE IS BUT ONE TRUE GOD, ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONIES OF THE SCRIPTURES. THE FIFTH, THAT THERE ARE TWO HEAVENS, ONE OF WHICH IS THAT VISIBLE FIRMAMENT WHICH SHALL PASS AWAY, BUT THE OTHER IS ETERNAL AND INVISIBLE. THE SIXTH, CONCERNING GOOD AND EVIL; AND THAT ALL THINGS ARE SUBJECTED TO GOOD BY THE FATHER; AND WHY, AND HOW, AND WHENCE EVIL IS, AND THAT IT CO-OPERATES WITH GOOD, BUT NOT WITH A GOOD PURPOSE; AND WHAT ARE THE SIGNS OF GOOD, AND WHAT THOSE OF EVIL; AND WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN DUALITY AND CONJUNCTION. THE SEVENTH, WHAT ARE THE THINGS WHICH THE TWELVE APOSTLES TREATED OF IN THE PRESENCE OF THE PEOPLE IN THE TEMPLE. THE EIGHTH, CONCERNING THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE LORD WHICH SEEM TO BE CONTRADICTORY, BUT ARE NOT; AND WHAT IS THE EXPLANATION OF THEM. THE NINTH, THAT THE LAW WHICH HAS BEEN GIVEN BY GOD IS RIGHTEOUS AND PERFECT, AND THAT IT ALONE CAN MAKE PURE. THE TENTH, CONCERNING THE CARNAL BIRTH OF MEN, AND CONCERNING THE GENERATION WHICH IS BY BAPTISM; AND WHAT IS THE SUCCESSION OF CARNAL SEED IN MAN; AND WHAT IS THE ACCOUNT OF HIS SOUL, AND HOW THE FREEDOM OF THE WILL IS IN IT, WHICH, SEEING IT IS NOT UNBEGOTTEN, BUT MADE, COULD NOT BE IMMOVEABLE FROM GOOD. CONCERNING THESE SEVERAL SUBJECTS, THEREFORE, WHATEVER PETER DISCOURSED AT CAESAREA, ACCORDING TO HIS COMMAND, AS I HAVE SAID, I HAVE SENT YOU WRITTEN IN TEN VOLUMES. BUT ON THE NEXT DAY, AS HAD BEEN DETERMINED, WE SET OUT FROM CAESAREA WITH SOME FAITHFUL MEN, WHO HAD RESOLVED TO ACCOMPANY PETER.
ST. CLEMENT
CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA: THE STROMATA, OR MISCELLANIES
THE STROMATA, OR MISCELLANIES OF CLEMENS ALEXANRIUS
BOOK I
CHAP. I. PREFACE--THE AUTHOR'S OBJECT--THE UTILITY OF WRITTEN COMPOSITIONS. (1) 
[ WANTS THE BEGINNING] ...THAT YOU MAY READ THEM UNDER YOUR HAND, AND MAY BE ABLE TO PRESERVE THEM. WHETHER WRITTEN COMPOSITIONS ARE NOT TO BE LEFT BEHIND AT ALL; OR IF THEY ARE, BY WHOM? AND IF THE FORMER, WHAT NEED THERE IS FOR WRITTEN COMPOSITIONS? AND IF THE LATTER, IS THE COMPOSITION OF THEM TO BE ASSIGNED TO EARNEST MEN, OR THE OPPOSITE? IT WAS CERTAINLY RIDICULOUS FOR ONE TO DISAPPROVE OF THE WRITING OF EARNEST MEN, AND APPROVE OF THOSE, WHO ARE NOT SUCH, ENGAGING IN THE WORK OF COMPOSITION. THEOPOMPUS AND TIMAEUS, WHO COMPOSED FABLES AND SLANDERS, AND EPICURUS THE LEADER OF ATHEISM, AND HIPPONAX AND ARCHILOCHUS, ARE TO BE ALLOWED TO WRITE IN THEIR OWN SHAMEFUL MANNER. BUT HE WHO PROCLAIMS THE TRUTH IS TO BE PREVENTED FROM LEAVING BEHIND HIM WHAT IS TO BENEFIT POSTERITY. IT IS A GOOD THING, I RECKON, TO LEAVE TO POSTERITY GOOD CHILDREN. THIS IS THE CASE WITH CHILDREN OF OUR BODIES. BUT WORDS ARE THE PROGENY OF THE SOUL. HENCE, WE CALL THOSE WHO HAVE INSTRUCTED US, FATHERS. WISDOM IS A COMMUNICATIVE AND PHILANTHROPIC THING. ACCORDINGLY, SOLOMON SAYS, "MY SON, IF THOU RECEIVE THE SAYING OF MY COMMANDMENT, AND HIDE IT WITH THEE, THINE EAR SHALL HEAR WISDOM."(2) HE POINTS OUT THAT THE WORD THAT IS SOWN IS HIDDEN IN THE SOUL OF THE LEARNER, AS IN THE EARTH, AND THIS IS SPIRITUAL PLANTING. WHEREFORE ALSO HE ADDS, "AND THOU SHALL APPLY THINE HEART TO UNDERSTANDING, AND APPLY IT FOR THE ADMONITION OF THY SON." FOR SOUL, ME THINKS, JOINED WITH SOUL, AND SPIRIT WITH SPIRIT, IN THE SOWING OF THE WORD, WILL MAKE THAT WHICH IS SOWN GROW AND GERMINATE. AND EVERY ONE WHO IS INSTRUCTED, IS IN RESPECT OF SUBJECTION THE SON OF HIS INSTRUCTOR. "SON," SAYS HE, "FORGET NOT MY LAWS."(3) AND IF KNOWLEDGE BELONG NOT TO ALL (SET AN ASS TO THE LYRE, AS THE PROVERB GOES), YET WRITTEN COMPOSITIONS ARE FOR THE MANY. "SWINE, FOR INSTANCE, DELIGHT IN DIRT MORE THAN IN CLEAN WATER." "WHEREFORE," SAYS THE LORD, "I SPEAK TO THEM IN PARABLES: BECAUSE SEEING, THEY SEE NOT; AND HEARING, THEY HEAR NOT, AND DO NOT UNDERSTAND; "(4) NOT AS IF THE LORD CAUSED THE IGNORANCE: FOR IT WERE IMPIOUS TO THINK SO. BUT HE PROPHETICALLY EXPOSED THIS IGNORANCE, THAT EXISTED IN THEM, AND INTIMATED THAT THEY WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND THE THINGS SPOKEN. AND NOW THE SAVIOUR SHOWS HIMSELF, OUT OF HIS ABUNDANCE, DISPENSING GOODS TO HIS SERVANTS ACCORDING TO THE ABILITY OF THE RECIPIENT, THAT THEY MAY AUGMENT THEM BY EXERCISING ACTIVITY, AND THEN RETURNING TO RECKON WITH THEM; WHEN, APPROVING OF THOSE THAT HAD INCREASED HIS MONEY, THOSE FAITHFUL IN LITTLE, AND COMMANDING THEM TO HAVE THE CHARGE OVER MANY THINGS, HE BADE THEM ENTER INTO THE JOY OF THE LORD. BUT TO HIM WHO HAD HID THE MONEY, ENTRUSTED TO HIM TO BE GIVEN OUT AT INTEREST, AND HAD GIVEN IT BACK AS HE HAD RECEIVED IT, WITHOUT INCREASE, HE SAID, "THOU WICKED AND SLOTHFUL SERVANT, THOU OUGHTEST TO HAVE GIVEN MY MONEY TO THE BANKERS, AND AT MY COMING I SHOULD HAVE RECEIVED MINE OWN." WHEREFORE THE USELESS SERVANT "SHALL BE CAST INTO OUTER DARKNESS."(5) "THOU, THEREFORE, BE STRONG," SAYS PAUL, "IN THE GRACE THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS. AND THE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST HEARD OF ME AMONG MANY WITNESSES, THE SAME COMMIT THOU TO FAITHFUL MEN, WHO SHALL BE ABLE TO TEACH OTHERS ALSO."(6) AND AGAIN: "STUDY TO SHOW THYSELF APPROVED UNTO GOD, A WORKMAN THAT NEEDETH NOT TO BE ASHAMED, RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH." IF, THEN, BOTH PROCLAIM THE WORD--THE ONE BY WRITING, THE OTHER BY SPEECH--ARE NOT BOTH THEN TO BE APPROVED, MAKING, AS THEY DO, FAITH ACTIVE BY LOVE? IT IS BY ONE'S OWN FAULT THAT HE DOES NOT CHOOSE WHAT IS BEST; GOD IS FREE OF BLAME. AS TO THE POINT IN HAND, IT IS THE BUSINESS OF SOME TO LAY OUT THE WORD AT INTEREST, AND OF OTHERS TO TEST IT, AND EITHER CHOOSE IT OR NOT. AND THE JUDGMENT IS DETERMINED WITHIN THEMSELVES. BUT THERE IS THAT SPECIES OF KNOWLEDGE WHICH IS CHARACTERISTIC OF THE HERALD, AND THAT WHICH IS, AS IT WERE, CHARACTERISTIC OF A MESSENGER, AND IT IS SERVICEABLE IN WHATEVER WAY IT OPERATES, BOTH BY THE HAND AND TONGUE. "FOR HE THAT SOWETH TO THE SPIRIT, SHALL OF THE SPIRIT REAP LIFE EVERLASTING. AND LET US NOT BE WEARY IN WELL-DOING."(1) ON HIM WHO BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE MEETS IN WITH IT, IT CONFERS THE VERY HIGHEST ADVANTAGES, THE BEGINNING OF FAITH, READINESS FOR ADOPTING A RIGHT MODE OF LIFE, THE IMPULSE TOWARDS THE TRUTH, A MOVEMENT OF INQUIRY, A TRACE OF KNOWLEDGE; IN A WORD, IT GIVES THE MEANS OF SALVATION. AND THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN RIGHTLY REARED IN THE WORDS OF TRUTH, AND RECEIVED PROVISION FOR ETERNAL LIFE, WING THEIR WAY TO HEAVEN. MOST ADMIRABLY, THEREFORE, THE APOSTLE SAYS, "IN EVERYTHING APPROVING OURSELVES AS THE SERVANTS OF GOD; AS POOR, AND YET MAKING MANY RICH; AS HAVING NOTHING, YET POSSESSING ALL THINGS. OUR MOUTH IS OPENED TO YOU."(2) "I CHARGE THEE," HE SAYS, WRITING TO TIMOTHY, "BEFORE GOD, AND CHRIST JESUS, AND THE ELECT ANGELS, THAT THOU OBSERVE THESE THINGS, WITHOUT PREFERRING ONE BEFORE ANOTHER, DOING NOTHING BY PARTIALITY."(3) BOTH MUST THEREFORE TEST THEMSELVES: THE ONE, IF HE IS QUALIFIED TO SPEAK AND LEAVE BEHIND HIM WRITTEN RECORDS; THE OTHER, IF HE IS IN A RIGHT STATE TO HEAR AND READ: AS ALSO SOME IN THE DISPENSATION OF THE EUCHARIST, ACCORDING TO (4) CUSTOM ENJOIN THAT EACH ONE OF THE PEOPLE INDIVIDUALLY SHOULD TAKE HIS PART. ONE'S OWN CONSCIENCE IS BEST FOR CHOOSING ACCURATELY OR SHUNNING. AND ITS FIRM FOUNDATION IS A RIGHT LIFE, WITH SUITABLE INSTRUCTION. BUT THE IMITATION OF THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY BEEN PROVED, AND WHO HAVE LED CORRECT LIVES, IS MOST EXCELLENT FOR THE UNDERSTANDING AND PRACTICE OF THE COMMANDMENTS. "SO THAT WHOSOEVER SHALL EAT THE BREAD AND DRINK THE CUP OF THE LORD UNWORTHILY, SHALL BE GUILTY OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF THE LORD. BUT LET A MAN EXAMINE HIMSELF, AND SO LET HIM EAT OF THE BREAD AND DRINK OF THE CUP."(5) IT THEREFORE FOLLOWS, THAT EVERY ONE OF THOSE WHO UNDERTAKE TO PROMOTE THE GOOD OF THEIR NEIGHBORS, OUGHT TO CONSIDER WHETHER HE HAS BETAKEN HIMSELF TO TEACHING RASHLY AND OUT OF RIVALRY TO ANY; IF HIS COMMUNICATION OF THE WORD IS OUT OF VAINGLORY; IF THE ONLY REWARD HE REAPS IS THE SALVATION OF THOSE WHO HEAR, AND IF HE SPEAKS NOT IN ORDER TO WIN FAVOR: IF SO, HE WHO SPEAKS BY WRITINGS ESCAPES THE REPROACH OF MERCENARY MOTIVES. "FOR NEITHER AT ANY TIME USED WE FLATTERING WORDS, AS YE KNOW," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "NOR A CLOAK OF COVETOUSNESS. GOD IS WITNESS. NOR OF MEN SOUGHT WE GLORY, NEITHER OF YOU, NOR YET OF OTHERS, WHEN WE MIGHT HAVE BEEN BURDENSOME AS THE APOSTLES OF CHRIST. BUT WE WERE GENTLE AMONG YOU, EVEN AS A NURSE CHERISHETH HER CHILDREN."(6) IN THE SAME WAY, THEREFORE, THOSE WHO TAKE PART IN THE DIVINE WORDS, OUGHT TO GUARD AGAINST BETAKING THEMSELVES TO THIS, AS THEY WOULD TO THE BUILDING OF CITIES, TO EXAMINE THEM OUT OF CURIOSITY; THAT THEY DO NOT COME TO THE TASK FOR THE SAKE OF RECEIVING WORLDLY THINGS, HAVING ASCERTAINED THAT THEY WHO ARE CONSECRATED TO CHRIST ARE GIVEN TO COMMUNICATE THE NECESSARIES OF LIFE. BUT LET SUCH BE DISMISSED AS HYPOCRITES. BUT IF ANY ONE WISHES NOT TO SEEM, BUT TO BE RIGHTEOUS, TO HIM IT BELONGS TO KNOW THE THINGS WHICH ARE BEST. IF, THEN, "THE HARVEST IS PLENTEOUS, BUT THE LABORERS FEW," IT IS INCUMBENT ON US "TO PRAY" THAT THERE MAY BE AS GREAT ABUNDANCE OF LABORERS AS POSSIBLE. (7) BUT THE HUSBANDRY IS TWOFOLD, THE ONE UNWRITTEN, AND THE OTHER WRITTEN. AND IN WHATEVER WAY THE LORD'S LABORER SOW THE GOOD WHEAT, AND GROW AND REAP THE EARS, HE SHALL APPEAR A TRULY DIVINE HUSBANDMAN. "LABOR," SAYS THE LORD, "NOT FOR THE MEAT WHICH PERISHETH, BUT FOR THAT WHICH ENDURETH TO EVERLASTING LIFE."(8) AND NUTRIMENT IS RECEIVED BOTH BY BREAD AND BY WORDS. AND TRULY "BLESSED ARE THE PEACE-MAKERS,"(9) WHO INSTRUCTING THOSE WHO ARE AT WAR IN THEIR LIFE AND ERRORS HERE, LEAD THEM BACK TO THE PEACE WHICH IS IN THE WORD, AND NOURISH FOR THE LIFE WHICH IS ACCORDING TO GOD, BY THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE BREAD, THOSE "THAT HUNGER AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS." FOR EACH SOUL HAS ITS OWN PROPER NUTRIMENT; SOME GROWING BY KNOWLEDGE AND SCIENCE, AND OTHERS FEEDING ON THE HELLENIC PHILOSOPHY, THE WHOLE OF WHICH, LIKE NUTS, IS NOT EATABLE. "AND HE THAT PLANTETH AND HE THAT WATERETH," "BEING MINISTERS" OF HIM "THAT GIVES THE INCREASE, ARE ONE" IN THE MINISTRY. "BUT EVERY ONE SHALL RECEIVE HIS OWN REWARD, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN WORK. FOR WE ARE GOD'S HUSBANDMEN, GOD'S HUSBANDRY. YE ARE GOD'S BUILDING,"(10) ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE. WHEREFORE THE HEARERS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO APPLY THE TEST OF COMPARISON. NOR IS THE WORD, GIVEN FOR INVESTIGATION, TO BE COMMITTED TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN REARED IN THE ARTS OF ALL KINDS OF WORDS, AND IN THE POWER OF INFLATED ATTEMPTS AT PROOF; WHOSE MINDS ARE ALREADY PRE-OCCUPIED, AND HAVE NOT BEEN PREVIOUSLY EMPTIED. BUT WHOEVER CHOOSES TO BANQUET ON FAITH, IS STEADFAST FOR THE RECEPTION OF THE DIVINE WORDS, HAVING ACQUIRED ALREADY FAITH AS A POWER OF JUDGING, ACCORDING TO REASON. HENCE ENSUES TO HIM PERSUASION IN ABUNDANCE. AND THIS WAS THE MEANING OF THAT SAYING OF PROPHECY, "IF YE BELIEVE NOT, NEITHER SHALL YE UNDERSTAND."(1) "AS, THEN, WE HAVE OPPORTUNITY, LET US DO GOOD TO ALL, ESPECIALLY TO THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH."(2) AND LET EACH OF THESE, ACCORDING TO THE BLESSED DAVID, SING, GIVING THANKS. "THOU SHALT SPRINKLE ME WITH HYSSOP, AND I SHALL BE CLEANSED. THOU SHALT WASH ME, AND I SHALL BE WHITER THAN THE SNOW. THOU SHALT MAKE ME TO HEAR GLADNESS AND JOY, AND THE BONES WHICH HAVE BEEN HUMBLED SHALL REJOICE. TURN THY FACE FROM MY SINS. BLOT OUT MINE INIQUITIES. CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART, O GOD, AND RENEW A RIGHT SPIRIT IN MY INWARD PARTS. CAST ME NOT AWAY FROM THY FACE, AND TAKE NOT THY HOLY SPIRIT FROM ME. RESTORE TO ME THE JOY OF THY SALVATION, AND ESTABLISH ME WITH THY PRINCELY SPIRIT."(3) HE WHO ADDRESSES THOSE WHO ARE PRESENT BEFORE HIM, BOTH TESTS THEM BY TIME, AND JUDGES BY HIS JUDGMENT, AND FROM THE OTHERS DISTINGUISHES HIM WHO CAN HEAR; WATCHING THE WORDS, THE MANNERS, THE HABITS, THE LIFE, THE MOTIONS, THE ATTITUDES, THE LOOK, THE VOICE; THE ROAD, THE ROCK, THE BEATEN PATH, THE FRUITFUL LAND, THE WOODED REGION, THE FERTILE AND FAIR AND CULTIVATED SPOT, THAT IS ABLE TO MULTIPLY THE SEED. BUT HE THAT SPEAKS THROUGH BOOKS, CONSECRATES HIMSELF BEFORE GOD, CRYING IN WRITING THUS: NOT FOR GAIN, NOT FOR VAINGLORY, NOT TO BE VANQUISHED BY PARTIALITY, NOR ENSLAVED BY FEAR NOR ELATED BY PLEASURE; BUT ONLY TO REAP THE SALVATION OF THOSE WHO READ, WHICH HE DOES, NOT AT PRESENT PARTICIPATE IN, BUT AWAITING IN EXPECTATION THE RECOMPENSE WHICH WILL CERTAINLY BE RENDERED BY HIM, WHO HAS PROMISED TO BESTOW ON THE LABORERS THE REWARD THAT IS MEET. BUT HE WHO IS ENROLLED IN THE NUMBER OF MEN (4) OUGHT NOT TO DESIRE RECOMPENSE. FOR HE THAT VAUNTS HIS GOOD SERVICES, RECEIVES GLORY AS HIS REWARD. AND HE WHO DOES ANY DUTY FOR THE SAKE OF RECOMPENSE, IS HE NOT HELD FAST IN THE CUSTOM OF THE WORLD, EITHER AS ONE WHO HAS DONE WELL, HASTENING TO RECEIVE A REWARD, OR AS AN EVIL-DOER AVOIDING RETRIBUTION? WE MUST, AS FAR AS WE CAN, IMITATE THE LORD. I AND HE WILL DO SO, WHO COMPLIES WITH THE WILL OF GOD, RECEIVING FREELY, GIVING FREELY, AND RECEIVING AS A WORTHY REWARD THE CITIZENSHIP ITSELF. "THE HIRE OF A HARLOT SHALL NOT COME INTO THE SANCTUARY," IT IS SAID: ACCORDINGLY, IT WAS FORBIDDEN TO BRING TO THE ALTAR THE PRICE OF A DOG. AND IN WHOMSOEVER THE EYE OF THE SOUL HAS BEEN BLINDED BY ILL-NURTURE AND TEACHING, LET HIM ADVANCE TO THE TRUE LIGHT, TO THE TRUTH, WHICH SHOWS BY WRITING THE THINGS THAT ARE UNWRITTEN. "YE THAT THIRST, GO TO THE WATERS,"(5) SAYS ESAIAS, AND "DRINK WATER FROM THINE OWN VESSELS,"(6) SOLOMON EXHORTS. ACCORDINGLY, IN "THE LAWS," THE PHILOSOPHER WHO LEARNED FROM THE HEBREWS, PLATO, COMMANDS HUSBANDMEN NOT TO IRRIGATE OR TAKE WATER FROM OTHERS, UNTIL THEY HAVE FIRST DUG DOWN IN THEIR OWN GROUND TO WHAT IS CALLED THE VIRGIN SOIL, AND FOUND IT DRY. FOR IT IS RIGHT TO SUPPLY WANT, BUT IT IS NOT WELL TO SUPPORT LAZINESS. FOR PYTHAGORAS SAID THAT, "ALTHOUGH IT BE AGREEABLE TO REASON TO TAKE A SHARE OF A BURDEN, IT IS NOT A DUTY TO TAKE IT AWAY." NOW THE SCRIPTURE KINDLES THE LIVING SPARK OF THE SOUL, AND DIRECTS THE EYE SUITABLY FOR CONTEMPLATION; PERCHANCE INSERTING SOMETHING, AS THE HUSBANDMAN WHEN HE INGRAFTS, BUT, ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF THE DIVINE APOSTLE, EXCITING WHAT IS IN THE SOUL. "FOR THERE ARE CERTAINLY AMONG US MANY WEAK AND SICKLY, AND MANY, SLEEP. BUT IF WE JUDGE OURSELVES, WE SHALL NOT BE JUDGED."(7) NOW THIS WORK OF MINE IN WRITING IS NOT ARTFULLY CONSTRUCTED FOR DISPLAY; BUT MY MEMORANDA ARE STORED UP AGAINST OLD AGE, AS A REMEDY AGAINST FORGETFULNESS, TRULY AN IMAGE AND OUTLINE OF THOSE VIGOROUS AND ANIMATED DISCOURSES WHICH I WAS PRIVILEGED TO HEAR, AND OF BLESSED AND TRULY REMARKABLE MEN. OF THESE THE ONE, IN GREECE, AN IONIC; (8) THE OTHER IN MAGNA GRAECIA: THE FIRST OF THESE FROM COELE-SYRIA, THE SECOND FROM EGYPT, AND OTHERS IN THE EAST. THE ONE WAS BORN IN THE LAND OF ASSYRIA, AND THE OTHER A HEBREW IN PALESTINE. WHEN I CAME UPON THE LAST (9) (HE WAS THE FIRST IN POWER), HAVING TRACKED HIM OUT CONCEALED IN EGYPT, I FOUND REST. HE, THE TRUE, THE SICILIAN BEE, GATHERING THE SPOIL OF THE FLOWERS OF THE PROPHETIC AND APOSTOLIC MEADOW, ENGENDERED IN THE SOULS OF HIS HEARERS A DEATHLESS ELEMENT OF KNOWLEDGE. WELL, THEY PRESERVING THE TRADITION OF THE BLESSED DOCTRINE DERIVED DIRECTLY FROM THE HOLY APOSTLES, PETER, JAMES, JOHN, AND PAUL, THE SONS RECEIVING IT FROM THE FATHER (BUT FEW WERE LIKE THE FATHERS), CAME BY GOD'S WILL TO US ALSO TO DEPOSIT THOSE ANCESTRAL AND APOSTOLIC SEEDS. AND WELL I KNOW THAT THEY WILL EXULT; I DO NOT MEAN DELIGHTED WITH THIS TRIBUTE, BUT SOLELY ON ACCOUNT OF THE PRESERVATION OF THE TRUTH, ACCORDING AS THEY DELIVERED IT. FOR SUCH A SKETCH AS THIS, WILL, I THINK, BE AGREEABLE TO A SOUL DESIROUS OF PRESERVING FROM ESCAPE THE BLESSED TRADITION. (10) "IN A MAN WHO LOVES WISDOM THE FATHER WILL BE GLAD."(1) WELLS, WHEN PUMPED OUT, YIELD PURER WATER; AND THAT OF WHICH NO ONE PARTAKES, TURNS TO PUTREFACTION. USE KEEPS STEEL BRIGHTER, BUT DISUSE PRODUCES RUST IN IT. FOR, IN A WORD, EXERCISE PRODUCES A HEALTHY CONDITION BOTH IN SOULS AND BODIES. "NO ONE LIGHTETH A CANDLE, AND PUTTETH IT UNDER A BUSHEL, BUT UPON A CANDLESTICK, THAT IT MAY GIVE LIGHT TO THOSE WHO ARE REGARDED WORTHY OF THE FEAST."(2) FOR WHAT IS THE USE OF WISDOM, IF IT MAKES NOT HIM WHO CAN HEAR IT WISE? FOR STILL THE SAVIOUR SAVES, "AND ALWAYS WORKS, AS HE SEES THE FATHER."(3) FOR BY TEACHING, ONE LEARNS MORE; AND IN SPEAKING, ONE IS OFTEN A HEARER ALONG WITH HIS AUDIENCE. FOR THE TEACHER OF HIM WHO SPEAKS AND OF HIM WHO HEARS IS ONE--WHO WATERS BOTH THE MIND AND THE WORD. THUS, THE LORD DID NOT HINDER FROM DOING GOOD WHILE KEEPING THE SABBATH;(4) BUT ALLOWED US TO COMMUNICATE OF THOSE DIVINE MYSTERIES, AND OF THAT HOLY LIGHT, TO THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO RECEIVE THEM. HE DID NOT CERTAINLY DISCLOSE TO THE MANY WHAT DID NOT BELONG TO THE MANY; BUT TO THE FEW TO WHOM HE KNEW THAT THEY BELONGED, WHO WERE CAPABLE OF RECEIVING AND BEING MOLDED ACCORDING TO THEM. BUT SECRET THINGS ARE ENTRUSTED TO SPEECH, NOT TO WRITING, AS IS THE CASE WITH GOD. (5) AND IF ONE, SAY THAT IT IS WRITTEN, "THERE IS NOTHING SECRET WHICH SHALL NOT BE REVEALED, NOR HIDDEN WHICH SHALL NOT BE DISCLOSED,"(6) LET HIM ALSO HEAR FROM US, THAT TO HIM WHO HEARS SECRETLY, EVEN WHAT IS SECRET SHALL BE MANIFESTED. THIS IS WHAT WAS PREDICTED BY THIS ORACLE. AND TO HIM WHO IS ABLE SECRETLY TO OBSERVE WHAT IS DELIVERED TO HIM. THAT WHICH IS VEILED SHALL BE DISCLOSED AS TRUTH; AND WHAT IS HIDDEN TO THE MANY, SHALL APPEAR MANIFEST TO THE FEW. FOR WHY DO NOT ALL KNOW THE TRUTH? WHY IS NOT RIGHTEOUSNESS LOVED, IF RIGHTEOUSNESS BELONGS TO ALL? BUT THE MYSTERIES ARE DELIVERED MYSTICALLY, THAT WHAT IS SPOKEN MAY BE IN THE MOUTH OF THE SPEAKER; RATHER NOT IN HIS VOICE, BUT IN HIS UNDERSTANDING. "GOD GAVE TO THE CHURCH, SOME APOSTLES, AND SOME PROPHETS, AND SOME EVANGELISTS, AND SOME PASTORS AND TEACHERS, FOR THE PERFECTING OF THE SAINTS, FOR THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY, FOR THE EDIFYING OF THE BODY OF CHRIST."(7) THE WRITING OF THESE MEMORANDA OF MINE, I WELL KNOW, IS WEAK WHEN COMPARED WITH THAT SPIRIT, FULL OF GRACE, WHICH I WAS PRIVILEGED TO HEAR.(8) BUT IT WILL BE AN IMAGE TO RECALL THE ARCHETYPE TO HIM WHO WAS STRUCK WITH THE THYRSUS. FOR "SPEAK," IT IS SAID, "TO A WISE MAN, AND HE WILL GROW WISER; AND TO HIM THAT HATH, AND THERE SHALL BE ADDED TO HIM." AND WE PROFESS NOT TO EXPLAIN SECRET THINGS SUFFICIENTLY--FAR FROM IT--BUT ONLY TO RECALL THEM TO MEMORY, WHETHER WE HAVE FORGOT AUGHT, OR WHETHER FOR THE PURPOSE OF NOT FORGETTING. MANY THINGS, I WELL KNOW, HAVE ESCAPED US, THROUGH LENGTH OF TIME, THAT HAVE DROPPED AWAY UNWRITTEN. WHENCE, TO AID THE WEAKNESS OF MY MEMORY, AND PROVIDE FOR MYSELF A SALUTARY HELP TO MY RECOLLECTION IN A SYSTEMATIC ARRANGEMENT OF CHAPTERS, I NECESSARILY MAKE USE OF THIS FORM. THERE ARE THEN SOME THINGS OF WHICH WE HAVE NO RECOLLECTION; FOR THE POWER THAT WAS IN THE BLESSED MEN WAS GREAT. (8) THERE ARE ALSO SOME THINGS WHICH REMAINED UNNOTED LONG, WHICH HAVE NOW ESCAPED; AND OTHERS WHICH ARE EFFACED, HAVING FADED AWAY IN THE MIND ITSELF, SINCE SUCH A TASK IS NOT EASY TO THOSE NOT EXPERIENCED; THESE I REVIVE IN MY COMMENTARIES. SOME THINGS I PURPOSELY OMIT, IN THE EXERCISE OF A WISE SELECTION, AFRAID TO WRITE WHAT I GUARDED AGAINST SPEAKING: NOT GRUDGING--FOR THAT WERE WRONG--BUT FEARING FOR MY READERS, LEST THEY SHOULD STUMBLE BY TAKING THEM IN A WRONG SENSE; AND, AS THE PROVERB SAYS, WE SHOULD BE FOUND "REACHING A SWORD TO A CHILD." FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT WHAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN SHOULD NOT ESCAPE, ALTHOUGH REMAINING UNPUBLISHED BY ME. BUT BEING ALWAYS REVOLVED, USING THE ONE ONLY VOICE, THAT OF WRITING, THEY ANSWER NOTHING TO HIM THAT MAKES INQUIRIES BEYOND WHAT IS WRITTEN; FOR THEY REQUIRE OF NECESSITY THE AID OF SOME ONE, EITHER OF HIM WHO WROTE, OR OF SOME ONE ELSE WHO HAS WALKED IN HIS FOOTSTEPS. SOME THINGS MY TREATISE WILL HINT; ON SOME IT WILL LINGER; SOME IT WILL MERELY MENTION. IT WILL TRY TO SPEAK IMPERCEPTIBLY, TO EXHIBIT SECRETLY, AND TO DEMONSTRATE SILENTLY. THE DOGMAS TAUGHT BY REMARKABLE SECTS WILL BE ADDUCED; AND TO THESE WILL BE OPPOSED ALL THAT OUGHT TO BE PREMISED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROFOUNDEST CONTEMPLATION OF THE KNOWLEDGE, WHICH, AS WE PROCEED TO THE RENOWNED AND VENERABLE CANON OF TRADITION, FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD,(9) WILL ADVANCE TO OUR VIEW; SETTING BEFORE US WHAT ACCORDING TO NATURAL CONTEMPLATION NECESSARILY HAS TO BE TREATED OF BEFOREHAND, AND CLEARING OFF WHAT STANDS IN THE WAY OF THIS ARRANGEMENT. SO THAT WE MAY HAVE OUR EARS READY FOR THE RECEPTION OF THE TRADITION OF TRUE KNOWLEDGE; THE SOIL BEING PREVIOUSLY CLEARED OF THE THORNS AND OF EVERY WEED BY THE HUSBANDMAN, IN ORDER TO THE PLANTING OF THE VINE. FOR THERE IS A CONTEST, AND THE PRELUDE TO THE CONTEST; AND THEM ARE SOME MYSTERIES BEFORE OTHER MYSTERIES. OUR BOOK WILL NOT SHRINK FROM MAKING USE OF WHAT IS BEST IN PHILOSOPHY AND OTHER PREPARATORY INSTRUCTION. "FOR NOT ONLY FOR THE HEBREWS AND THOSE THAT ARE UNDER THE LAW," ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE, "IS IT RIGHT TO BECOME A JEW, BUT ALSO A GREEK FOR THE SAKE OF THE GREEKS, THAT WE MAY GAIN ALL."(1) ALSO IN THE EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS HE WRITES, "ADMONISHING EVERY MAN, AND TEACHING EVERY MAN IN ALL WISDOM, THAT WE MAY PRESENT EVERY MAN PERFECT IN CHRIST."(2) THE NICETY OF SPECULATION, TOO, SUITS THE SKETCH PRESENTED IN MY COMMENTARIES. IN THIS RESPECT THE RESOURCES OF LEARNING ARE LIKE A RELISH MIXED WITH THE FOOD OF AN ATHLETE, WHO IS NOT INDULGING IN LUXURY, BUT ENTERTAINS A NOBLE DESIRE FOR DISTINCTION. BY MUSIC WE HARMONIOUSLY RELAX THE EXCESSIVE TENSION OF GRAVITY. AND AS THOSE WHO WISH TO ADDRESS THE PEOPLE, DO SO OFTEN BY THE HERALD, THAT WHAT IS SAID MAY BE BETTER HEARD; SO ALSO, IN THIS CASE. FOR WE HAVE THE WORD, THAT WAS SPOKEN TO MANY, BEFORE THE COMMON TRADITION. WHEREFORE WE MUST SET FORTH THE OPINIONS AND UTTERANCES WHICH CRIED INDIVIDUALLY TO THEM, BY WHICH THOSE WHO HEAR SHALL MORE READILY TURN. AND, IN TRUTH, TO SPEAK BRIEFLY: AMONG MANY SMALL PEARLS THERE IS THE ONE; AND IN A GREAT TAKE OF FISH THERE IS THE BEAUTY-FISH; AND BY TIME AND TOIL TRUTH WILL GLEAM FORTH, IF A GOOD HELPER IS AT HAND. FOR MOST BENEFITS ARE SUPPLIED, FROM GOD, THROUGH MEN. ALL OF US WHO MAKE USE OF OUR EYES SEE WHAT IS PRESENTED BEFORE THEM. BUT SOME LOOK AT OBJECTS FOR ONE REASON, OTHERS FOR ANOTHER. FOR INSTANCE, THE COOK AND THE SHEPHERD DO NOT SURVEY THE SHEEP SIMILARLY: FOR THE ONE EXAMINES IT IF IT BE FAT; THE OTHER WATCHES TO SEE IF IT BE OF GOOD BREED. LET A MAN MILK THE SHEEP'S MILK IF HE, NEED SUSTENANCE: LET HIM SHEAR THE WOOL IF HE, NEED CLOTHING. AND IN THIS WAY LET ME PRODUCE THE FRUIT OF THE GREEK ERUDITION. (3) FOR I DO NOT IMAGINE THAT ANY COMPOSITION CAN BE SO FORTUNATE AS THAT NO ONE WILL SPEAK AGAINST IT. BUT THAT IS TO BE REGARDED AS IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON, WHICH NOBODY SPEAKS AGAINST, WITH REASON. AND THAT COURSE OF ACTION AND CHOICE IS TO BE APPROVED, NOT WHICH IS FAULTLESS, BUT WHICH NO ONE RATIONALLY FINDS FAULT WITH. FOR IT DOES NOT FOLLOW, THAT IF A MAN ACCOMPLISHES ANYTHING NOT PURPOSELY, HE DOES IT THROUGH FORCE OF CIRCUMSTANCES. BUT HE WILL DO IT, MANAGING IT BY WISDOM DIVINELY GIVEN, AND IN ACCOMMODATION TO CIRCUMSTANCES. FOR IT IS NOT HE WHO HAS VIRTUE THAT NEEDS THE WAY TO VIRTUE, ANY MORE THAN HE, THAT IS STRONG, NEEDS RECOVERY. FOR, LIKE FARMERS WHO IRRIGATE THE LAND BEFOREHAND, SO WE ALSO WATER WITH THE LIQUID STREAM OF GREEK LEARNING WHAT IN IT IS EARTHY; SO THAT IT MAY RECEIVE THE SPIRITUAL SEED CAST INTO IT, AND MAY BE CAPABLE OF EASILY NOURISHING IT. THE STROMATA WILL CONTAIN THE TRUTH MIXED UP IN THE DOGMAS OF PHILOSOPHY, OR RATHER COVERED OVER AND HIDDEN, AS THE EDIBLE PART OF THE NUT IN THE SHELL. FOR, IN MY OPINION, IT IS FITTING THAT THE SEEDS OF TRUTH BE KEPT FOR THE HUSBANDMEN OF FAITH, AND NO OTHERS. I AM NOT OBLIVIOUS OF WHAT IS BABBLED BY SOME, WHO IN THEIR IGNORANCE ARE FRIGHTENED AT EVERY NOISE, AND SAY THAT WE OUGHT TO OCCUPY OURSELVES WITH WHAT IS MOST NECESSARY, AND WHICH CONTAINS THE FAITH; AND THAT WE SHOULD PASS OVER WHAT IS BEYOND AND SUPERFLUOUS, WHICH WEARS OUT AND DETAINS US TO NO PURPOSE, IN THINGS WHICH CONDUCE NOTHING TO THE GREAT END. OTHERS THINK THAT PHILOSOPHY WAS INTRODUCED INTO LIFE BY AN EVIL INFLUENCE, FOR THE RUIN OF MEN, BY AN EVIL INVENTOR. BUT I SHALL SHOW, THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE OF THESE STROMATA, THAT EVIL HAS AN EVIL NATURE, AND CAN NEVER TURN OUT THE PRODUCER OF AUGHT THAT IS GOOD; INDICATING THAT PHILOSOPHY IS IN A SENSE A WORK OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE. (3) 
CHAP. II. OBJECTION TO THE NUMBER OF EXTRACTS FROM PHILOSOPHICAL WRITINGS IN THESE BOOKS ANTICIPATED AND ANSWERED. 
IN REFERENCE TO THESE COMMENTARIES, WHICH CONTAIN AS THE EXIGENCIES OF THE CASE DEMAND, THE HELLENIC OPINIONS, I SAY THUS MUCH TO THOSE WHO ARE FOND OF FINDING FAULT. FIRST, EVEN IF PHILOSOPHY WERE USELESS, IF THE DEMONSTRATION OF ITS USELESSNESS DOES GOOD, IT IS YET USEFUL. THEN THOSE CANNOT CONDEMN THE GREEKS, WHO HAVE ONLY A MERE HEARSAY KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR OPINIONS, AND HAVE NOT ENTERED INTO A MINUTE INVESTIGATION IN EACH DEPARTMENT, IN ORDER TO ACQUAINTANCE WITH THEM. FOR THE REFUTATION, WHICH IS BASED ON EXPERIENCE, IS ENTIRELY TRUSTWORTHY. FOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT IS CONDEMNED IS FOUND THE MOST COMPLETE DEMONSTRATION. MANY THINGS, THEN, THOUGH NOT CONTRIBUTING TO THE FINAL RESULT, EQUIP THE ARTIST. AND OTHERWISE ERUDITION COMMENDS HIM, WHO SETS FORTH THE MOST ESSENTIAL DOCTRINES SO AS TO PRODUCE PERSUASION IN HIS HEARERS, ENGENDERING ADMIRATION IN THOSE WHO ARE TAUGHT, AND LEADS THEM TO THE TRUTH. AND SUCH PERSUASION IS CONVINCING, BY WHICH THOSE THAT LOVE LEARNING ADMIT THE TRUTH; SO THAT PHILOSOPHY DOES NOT RUIN LIFE BY BEING THE ORIGINATOR OF FALSE PRACTICES AND BASE DEEDS, ALTHOUGH SOME HAVE CALUMNIATED IT, THOUGH IT BE THE CLEAR IMAGE OF TRUTH, A DIVINE GIFT TO THE GREEKS;(4) NOR DOES IT DRAG US AWAY FROM THE FAITH, AS IF WE WERE BEWITCHED BY SOME DELUSIVE ART, BUT RATHER, SO TO SPEAK, BY THE USE OF AN AMPLER CIRCUIT, OBTAINS A COMMON EXERCISE DEMONSTRATIVE OF THE FAITH. FURTHER, THE JUXTAPOSITION OF DOCTRINES, BY COMPARISON, SAVES THE TRUTH, FROM WHICH FOLLOWS KNOWLEDGE. PHILOSOPHY CAME INTO EXISTENCE, NOT ON ITS OWN ACCOUNT, BUT FOR THE ADVANTAGES REAPED BY US FROM KNOWLEDGE, WE RECEIVING A FIRM PERSUASION OF TRUE PERCEPTION, THROUGH THE KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS COMPREHENDED BY THE MIND. FOR I DO NOT MENTION THAT THE STROMATA, FORMING A BODY OF VARIED ERUDITION, WISH ARTFULLY TO CONCEAL THE SEEDS OF KNOWLEDGE. AS, THEN, HE WHO IS FOND OF HUNTING CAPTURES THE GAME AFTER SEEKING, TRACKING, SCENTING, HUNTING IT DOWN WITH DOGS; SO, TRUTH, WHEN SOUGHT AND GOT WITH TOIL, APPEARS A DELICIOUS (1) THING. WHY, THEN, YOU WILL ASK, DID YOU THINK IT FIT THAT SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT SHOULD BE ADOPTED IN YOUR MEMORANDA? BECAUSE THERE IS GREAT DANGER IN DIVULGING THE SECRET OF THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY TO THOSE, WHOSE DELIGHT IT IS UNSPARINGLY TO SPEAK AGAINST EVERYTHING, NOT JUSTLY; AND WHO SHOUT FORTH ALL KINDS OF NAMES AND WORDS INDECOROUSLY, DECEIVING THEMSELVES AND BEGUILING THOSE WHO ADHERE TO THEM. "FOR THE HEBREWS SEEK SIGNS," AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "AND THE GREEKS SEEK AFTER WISDOM."(2) 
CHAP. III. AGAINST THE SOPHISTS. 
THERE IS A GREAT CROWD OF THIS DESCRIPTION: SOME OF THEM, ENSLAVED TO PLEASURES AND WILLING TO DISBELIEVE, LAUGH AT THE TRUTH WHICH IS WORTHY OF ALL REVERENCE, MAKING SPORT OF ITS BARBAROUSNESS. SOME OTHERS, EXALTING THEMSELVES, ENDEAVOR TO DISCOVER CALUMNIOUS OBJECTIONS TO OUR WORDS, FURNISHING CAPTIOUS QUESTIONS, HUNTERS OUT OF PALTRY SAYINGS, PRACTICERS OF MISERABLE ARTIFICES, WRANGLERS, DEALERS IN KNOTTY POINTS, AS THAT ABDERITE SAYS: "FOR MORTALS' TONGUES ARE GLIB, AND ON THEM ARE MANY SPEECHES; AND A WIDE RANGE FOR WORDS OF ALL SORTS IN THIS PLACE AND THAT." AND-- "OF WHATEVER SORT THE WORD YOU HAVE SPOKEN, OF THE SAME SORT YOU MUST HEAR." INFLATED WITH THIS ART OF THEIRS, THE WRETCHED SOPHISTS, BABBLING AWAY IN THEIR OWN JARGON; TOILING THEIR WHOLE LIFE ABOUT THE DIVISION OF NAMES AND THE NATURE OF THE COMPOSITION AND CONJUNCTION OF SENTENCES, SHOW THEMSELVES GREATER CHATTERERS THAN TURTLE-DOVES; SCRATCHING AND TICKLING, NOT IN A MANLY WAY, IN MY OPINION, THE EARS OF THOSE WHO WISH TO BE TICKLED. "A RIVER OF SILLY WORDS--NOT A DROPPING", JUST AS IN OLD SHOES, WHEN ALL THE REST IS WORN AND IS FALLING TO PIECES, AND THE TONGUE ALONE REMAINS. THE ATHENIAN SOLON MOST EXCELLENTLY ENLARGES, AND WRITES: "LOOK TO THE TONGUE, AND TO THE WORDS OF THE GLOZING MAN, BUT YOU LOOK ON NO WORK THAT HAS BEEN DONE; BUT EACH ONE OF YOU WALKS IN THE STEPS OF A FOX, AND IN ALL OF YOU IS AN EMPTY MIND." THIS, I THINK, IS SIGNIFIED BY THE UTTERANCE OF THE SAVIOUR, "THE FOXES HAVE HOLES, BUT THE SON OF MAN HATH NOT WHERE TO LAY HIS HEAD."(3) FOR ON THE BELIEVER ALONE, WHO IS SEPARATED ENTIRELY FROM THE REST, WHO BY THE SCRIPTURE ARE CALLED WILD BEASTS, RESTS THE HEAD OF THE UNIVERSE, THE KIND AND GENTLE WORD, "WHO TAKETH THE WISE IN THEIR OWN CRAFTINESS. FOR THE LORD KNOWETH THE THOUGHTS OF THE WISE, THAT THEY AXE VAIN;"(4) THE SCRIPTURE CALLING THOSE THE WISE (SOFOUS) WHO ARE SKILLED IN WORDS AND ARTS, SOPHISTS (SOFISTAS) WHENCE THE GREEKS ALSO APPLIED THE DENOMINATIVE APPELLATION OF WISE AND SOPHISTS (SOFOI SOFISTAI) TO THOSE WHO WERE VERSED IN ANYTHING CRATINUS ACCORDINGLY, HAVING IN THE ARCHILOCHII ENUMERATED THE POETS, SAID: "SUCH A HIVE OF SOPHISTS HAVE YE EXAMINED." AND SIMILARLY, IOPHON, THE COMIC POET, IN FLUTE-PLAYING SATYRS, SAYS: "FOR THERE ENTERED A BAND OF SOPHISTS, ALL EQUIPPED." OF THESE AND THE LIKE, WHO DEVOTE THEIR ATTENTION TO EMPTY WORDS, THE DIVINE SCRIPTURE MOST EXCELLENTLY SAYS, "I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND BRING TO NOTHING THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRUDENT."(5) 
CHAP. IV. HUMAN ARTS AS WELL AS DIVINE KNOWLEDGE PROCEED FROM GOD. 
HOMER CALLS AN ARTIFICER WISE; AND OF MARGITES, IF THAT IS HIS WORK, HE THUS WRITES: "HIM, THEN, THE GODS MADE NEITHER A DELVER NOR A PLOUGHMAN, NOR IN ANY OTHER RESPECT WISE; BUT HE MISSED EVERY ART." HESIOD FURTHER SAID THE MUSICIAN LINUS WAS "SKILLED IN ALL MANNER OF WISDOM;" AND DOES NOT HESITATE TO CALL A MARINER WISE, SEEING HE WRITES: "HAVING NO WISDOM IN NAVIGATION." AND DANIEL THE PROPHET SAYS, "THE MYSTERY WHICH THE KING ASKS, IT IS NOT IN THE POWER OF THE WISE, THE MAGI, THE DIVINERS, THE GAZARENES, TO TELL THE KING; BUT IT IS GOD IN HEAVEN WHO REVEALETH IT."(6) HERE HE TERMS THE BABYLONIANS WISE. AND THAT SCRIPTURE CALLS EVERY SECULAR SCIENCE OR ART BY THE ONE NAME WISDOM (THERE ARE OTHER ARTS AND SCIENCES INVENTED OVER AND ABOVE BY HUMAN REASON), AND THAT ARTISTIC AND SKILLFUL INVENTION IS FROM GOD, WILL BE CLEAR IF WE ADDUCE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT: "AND THE LORD SPOKE TO MOSES, SEE, I HAVE CALLED BEZALEEL, THE SON OF URI, THE SON OF OR, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH; AND I HAVE FILLED HIM WITH THE DIVINE SPIRIT OF WISDOM, AND UNDERSTANDING, AND KNOWLEDGE, TO DEVISE AND TO EXECUTE IN ALL MANNER OF WORK, TO WORK GOLD, AND SILVER, AND BRASS, AND BLUE, AND PURPLE, AND SCARLET, AND IN WORKING STONE WORK, AND IN THE ART OF WORKING WOOD," AND EVEN TO "ALL WORKS."(1) AND THEN HE ADDS THE GENERAL REASON, "AND TO EVERY UNDERSTANDING HEART I HAVE GIVEN UNDERSTANDING;"(2) THAT IS, TO EVERY ONE CAPABLE OF ACQUIRING IT BY PAINS AND EXERCISE. AND AGAIN, IT IS WRITTEN EXPRESSLY IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD "AND SPEAK THOU TO ALL THAT ARE WISE IN MIND, WHOM I HAVE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT OF PERCEPTION."(3) THOSE WHO ARE WISE IN MIND HAVE A CERTAIN ATTRIBUTE OF NATURE PECULIAR TO THEMSELVES; AND THEY WHO HAVE SHOWN THEMSELVES CAPABLE, RECEIVE FROM THE SUPREME WISDOM A SPIRIT OF PERCEPTION IN DOUBLE MEASURE. FOR THOSE WHO PRACTICE THE COMMON ARTS, ARE IN WHAT PERTAINS TO THE SENSES HIGHLY GIFTED: IN HEARING, HE WHO IS COMMONLY CALLED A MUSICIAN; IN TOUCH, HE WHO MOLDS CLAY; IN VOICE THE SINGER, IN SMELL THE PERFUMER, IN SIGHT THE ENGRAVER OF DEVICES ON SEALS. THOSE ALSO THAT ARE OCCUPIED IN INSTRUCTION, TRAIN THE SENSIBILITY ACCORDING TO WHICH THE POETS ARE SUSCEPTIBLE TO THE INFLUENCE OF MEASURE; THE SOPHISTS APPREHEND EXPRESSION; THE DIALECTICIANS, SYLLOGISMS; AND THE PHILOSOPHERS ARE CAPABLE OF THE CONTEMPLATION OF WHICH THEMSELVES ARE THE OBJECTS. FOR SENSIBILITY FINDS AND INVENTS; SINCE IT PERSUASIVELY EXHORTS TO APPLICATION. AND PRACTICE WILL INCREASE THE APPLICATION WHICH HAS KNOWLEDGE FOR ITS END. WITH REASON, THEREFORE, THE APOSTLE HAS CALLED THE WISDOM OF GOD" MANIFOLD," AND WHICH HAS MANIFESTED ITS POWER "IN MANY DEPARTMENTS AND IN MANY MODES"(4) BY ART, BY KNOWLEDGE, BY FAITH, BY PROPHECY--FOR OUR BENEFIT. "FOR ALL WISDOM IS FROM THE LORD, AND IS WITH HIM FOR EVER," AS SAYS THE WISDOM OF JESUS.(5) FOR IF THOU CALL ON WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND SEEK IT AS TREASURES OF SILVER, AND EAGERLY TRACK IT OUT, THOU SHALT UNDERSTAND GODLINESS AND FIND DIVINE KNOWLEDGE."(6) THE PROPHET SAYS THIS IN CONTRADICTION TO THE KNOWLEDGE ACCORDING TO PHILOSOPHY, WHICH TEACHES US TO INVESTIGATE IN A MAGNANIMOUS AND NOBLE MANNER, FOR OUR PROGRESS IN PIETY. HE OPPOSES, THEREFORE, TO IT THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH IS OCCUPIED WITH PIETY, WHEN REFERRING TO KNOWLEDGE, WHEN HE SPEAKS AS FOLLOWS: "FOR GOD GIVES WISDOM OUT OF HIS OWN MOUTH, AND KNOWLEDGE ALONG WITH UNDERSTANDING, AND TREASURES UP HELP FOR THE RIGHTEOUS." FOR TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN JUSTIFIED (7) BY PHILOSOPHY, THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH LEADS TO PIETY IS LAID UP AS A HELP. 
CHAP. V. PHILOSOPHY THE HANDMAID OF THEOLOGY. 
ACCORDINGLY, BEFORE THE ADVENT OF THE LORD, PHILOSOPHY WAS NECESSARY TO THE GREEKS FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. (8) AND NOW IT BECOMES CONDUCIVE TO PIETY; BEING A KIND OF PREPARATORY TRAINING TO THOSE WHO ATTAIN TO FAITH THROUGH DEMONSTRATION. "FOR THY FOOT," IT IS SAID, "WILL NOT STUMBLE, IF THOU REFER WHAT IS GOOD, WHETHER BELONGING TO THE GREEKS OR TO US, TO PROVIDENCE."(9) FOR GOD IS THE CAUSE OF ALL GOOD THINGS; BUT OF SOME PRIMARILY, AS OF THE OLD AND THE NEW TESTAMENT; AND OF OTHERS BY CONSEQUENCE, AS PHILOSOPHY. PERCHANCE, TOO, PHILOSOPHY WAS GIVEN TO THE GREEKS DIRECTLY AND PRIMARILY, TILL THE LORD SHOULD CALL THE GREEKS. FOR THIS WAS A SCHOOLMASTER TO BRING "THE HELLENIC MIND," AS THE LAW, THE HEBREWS, "TO CHRIST."(10) PHILOSOPHY, THEREFORE, WAS A PREPARATION, PAVING THE WAY FOR HIM WHO IS PERFECTED IN CHRIST.(8) "NOW," SAYS SOLOMON, "DEFEND WISDOM, AND IT WILL EXALT THEE, AND IT WILL SHIELD THEE WITH A CROWN OF PLEASURE."(11) FOR WHEN THOU HAST STRENGTHENED WISDOM WITH A COPE BY PHILOSOPHY, AND WITH RIGHT EXPENDITURE, THOU WILT PRESERVE IT UNASSAILABLE BY SOPHISTS. THE WAY OF TRUTH IS THEREFORE ONE. BUT INTO IT, AS INTO A PERENNIAL RIVER, STREAMS FLOW FROM ALL SIDES. IT HAS BEEN THEREFORE SAID BY INSPIRATION: "HEAR, MY SON, AND RECEIVE MY WORDS; THAT THINE MAY BE THE MANY WAYS OF LIFE. FOR I TEACH THEE THE WAYS OF WISDOM; THAT THE FOUNTAINS FAIL THEE NOT,"(12) WHICH GUSH FORTH FROM THE EARTH ITSELF. NOT ONLY DID HE ENUMERATE SEVERAL WAYS OF SALVATION FOR ANY ONE RIGHTEOUS MAN, BUT HE ADDED MANY OTHER WAYS OF MANY RIGHTEOUS, SPEAKING THUS: "THE PATHS OF THE RIGHTEOUS SHINE LIKE THE LIGHT."(13) THE COMMANDMENTS AND THE MODES OF PREPARATORY TRAINING ARE TO BE REGARDED AS THE WAYS AND APPLIANCES OF LIFE. "JERUSALEM, JERUSALEM, HOW OFTEN WOULD I HAVE GATHERED THY CHILDREN, AS A HEN HER CHICKENS!"(14) AND JERUSALEM IS, WHEN INTERPRETED, "A VISION OF PEACE." HE THEREFORE SHOWS PROPHETICALLY, THAT THOSE WHO PEACEFULLY CONTEMPLATE SACRED THINGS ARE IN MANIFOLD WAYS TRAINED TO THEIR CALLING. WHAT THEN? HE "WOULD," AND COULD NOT. HOW OFTEN, AND WHERE? TWICE; BY THE PROPHETS, AND BY THE ADVENT. THE EXPRESSION, THEN, "HOW OFTEN," SHOWS WISDOM TO BE MANIFOLD; EVERY MODE OF QUANTITY AND QUALITY, IT BY ALL MEANS SAVES SOME, BOTH IN TIME AND IN ETERNITY. "FOR THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD FILLS THE EARTH."(1) AND IF ANY SHOULD VIOLENTLY SAY THAT THE REFERENCE IS TO THE HELLENIC CULTURE, WHEN IT IS SAID, "GIVE NOT HEED TO AN EVIL WOMAN; FOR HONEY DROPS FROM THE LIPS OF A HARLOT," LET HIM HEAR WHAT FOLLOWS: "WHO LUBRICATES THY THROAT FOR THE TIME." BUT PHILOSOPHY DOES NOT FLATTER. WHO, THEN, DOES HE ALLUDE TO AS HAVING COMMITTED FORNICATION? HE ADDS EXPRESSLY, "FOR THE FEET OF FOLLY LEAD THOSE WHO USE HER, AFTER DEATH, TO HADES. BUT HER STEPS ARE NOT SUPPORTED." THEREFORE, REMOVE THY WAY FAR FROM SILLY PLEASURE. "STAND NOT AT THE DOORS OF HER HOUSE, THAT THOU YIELD NOT THY LIFE TO OTHERS." AND HE TESTIFIES, "THEN SHALL THOU REPENT IN OLD AGE, WHEN THE FLESH OF THY BODY IS CONSUMED." FOR THIS IS THE END OF FOOLISH PLEASURE. SUCH, INDEED, IS THE CASE. AND WHEN HE SAYS, "BE NOT MUCH WITH A STRANGE WOMAN,"(2) HE ADMONISHES US TO USE INDEED, BUT NOT TO LINGER AND SPEND TIME WITH, SECULAR CULTURE. FOR WHAT WAS BESTOWED ON EACH GENERATION ADVANTAGEOUSLY, AND AT SEASONABLE TIMES, IS A PRELIMINARY TRAINING FOR THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD. "FOR ALREADY SOME MEN, ENSNARED BY THE CHARMS OF HANDMAIDENS, HAVE DESPISED THEIR CONSORT PHILOSOPHY, AND HAVE GROWN OLD, SOME OF THEM IN MUSIC, SOME IN GEOMETRY, OTHERS IN GRAMMAR, THE MOST IN RHETORIC."(3) "BUT AS THE ENCYCLICAL BRANCHES OF STUDY CONTRIBUTE TO PHILOSOPHY, WHICH IS THEIR MISTRESS; SO, ALSO PHILOSOPHY ITSELF CO-OPERATES FOR THE ACQUISITION OF WISDOM. FOR PHILOSOPHY IS THE STUDY OF WISDOM, AND WISDOM IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS DIVINE AND HUMAN; AND THEIR CAUSES." WISDOM IS THEREFORE QUEEN OF PHILOSOPHY, AS PHILOSOPHY IS OF PREPARATORY CULTURE. FOR IF PHILOSOPHY" PROFESSES CONTROL OF THE TONGUE, AND THE BELLY, AND THE PARTS BELOW THE BELLY, IT IS TO BE CHOSEN ON ITS OWN ACCOUNT. BUT IT APPEARS MORE-WORTHY OF RESPECT AND PRE-EMINENCE, IF CULTIVATED FOR THE HONOR AND KNOWLEDGE OF GOD."(4) AND SCRIPTURE WILL AFFORD A TESTIMONY TO WHAT HAS BEEN SAID IN WHAT FOLLOWS. SARAH WAS AT ONE TIME BARREN, BEING ABRAHAM'S WIFE. SARAH HAVING NO CHILD, ASSIGNED HER MAID, BY NAME HAGAR, THE EGYPTIAN, TO ABRAHAM, IN ORDER TO GET CHILDREN. WISDOM, THEREFORE, WHO DWELLS WITH THE MAN OF FAITH (AND ABRAHAM WAS RECKONED FAITHFUL AND RIGHTEOUS), WAS STILL BARREN AND WITHOUT CHILD IN THAT GENERATION, NOT HAVING BROUGHT FORTH TO ABRAHAM AUGHT ALLIED TO VIRTUE. AND SHE, AS WAS PROPER, THOUGHT THAT HE, BEING NOW IN THE TIME OF PROGRESS, SHOULD HAVE INTERCOURSE WITH SECULAR CULTURE FIRST (BY EGYPTIAN THE WORLD IS DESIGNATED FIGURATIVELY); AND AFTERWARDS SHOULD APPROACH TO HER ACCORDING TO DIVINE PROVIDENCE, AND BEGET ISAAC."(5) AND PHILO INTERPRETS HAGAR TO MEAN "SOJOURNING."(6) FOR IT IS SAID IN CONNECTION WITH THIS, "BE NOT MUCH WITH A STRANGE WOMAN."(7) SARAH HE INTERPRETS TO MEAN "MY PRINCEDOM." HE, THEN, WHO HAS RECEIVED PREVIOUS TRAINING IS AT LIBERTY TO APPROACH TO WISDOM, WHICH IS SUPREME, FROM WHICH GROWS UP THE RACE OF ISRAEL. THESE THINGS SHOW THAT THAT WISDOM CAN BE ACQUIRED THROUGH INSTRUCTION, TO WHICH ABRAHAM ATTAINED, PASSING FROM THE CONTEMPLATION OF HEAVENLY THINGS TO THE FAITH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH ARE ACCORDING TO GOD. AND ISAAC IS SHOWN TO MEAN "SELF-TAUGHT;" WHEREFORE ALSO HE IS DISCOVERED TO BE A TYPE OF CHRIST. HE WAS THE HUSBAND OF ONE WIFE REBECCA, WHICH THEY TRANSLATE "PATIENCE." AND JACOB IS SAID TO HAVE CONSORTED WITH SEVERAL, HIS NAME BEING INTERPRETED" EXERCISER." AND EXERCISES ARE ENGAGED IN BY MEANS OF MANY AND VARIOUS DOGMAS. WHENCE, ALSO, HE WHO IS REALLY "ENDOWED WITH THE POWER OF SEEING" IS CALLED ISRAEL, (8) HAVING MUCH EXPERIENCE, AND BEING FIT FOR EXERCISE. SOMETHING ELSE MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN SHOWN BY THE THREE PATRIARCHS, NAMELY, THAT THE SURE SEAL OF KNOWLEDGE IS COMPOSED OF NATURE, OF EDUCATION, AND EXERCISE. YOU MAY HAVE ALSO ANOTHER IMAGE OF WHAT HAS BEEN SAID, IN THAMAR SITTING BY THE WAY, AND PRESENTING THE APPEARANCE OF A HARLOT, ON WHOM THE STUDIOUS JUDAS (WHOSE NAME IS INTERPRETED "POWERFUL"), WHO LEFT NOTHING UNEXAMINED AND UNINVESTIGATED, LOOKED; AND TURNED ASIDE TO HER, PRESERVING HIS PROFESSION TOWARDS GOD. WHEREFORE ALSO, WHEN SARAH WAS JEALOUS AT HAGAR BEING PREFERRED TO HER, ABRAHAM, AS CHOOSING ONLY WHAT WAS PROFITABLE IN SECULAR PHILOSOPHY, SAID, "BEHOLD, THY MAID IS IN THINE HANDS: DEAL WITH HER AS IT PLEASES THEE;"(9) MANIFESTLY MEANING, "I EMBRACE SECULAR CULTURE AS YOUTHFUL, AND A HANDMAID; BUT THY KNOWLEDGE I HONOR AND REVERENCE AS TRUE WIFE." AND SARAH AFFLICTED HER; WHICH IS EQUIVALENT TO CORRECTED AND ADMONISHED HER. IT HAS THEREFORE BEEN WELL SAID, "MY SON, DESPISE NOT THOU THE CORRECTION OF GOD; NOR FAINT WHEN THOU ART REBUKED OF HIM. FOR WHOM THE LORD LOVETH HE CHASTENETH, AND SCOURGETH EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVETH."(1) AND THE FORESAID SCRIPTURES, WHEN EXAMINED IN OTHER PLACES, WILL BE SEEN TO EXHIBIT OTHER MYSTERIES. WE MERELY THEREFORE ASSERT HERE, THAT PHILOSOPHY IS CHARACTERIZED BY INVESTIGATION INTO TRUTH AND THE NATURE OF THINGS (THIS IS THE TRUTH OF WHICH THE LORD HIMSELF SAID, "I AM THE TRUTH"(2)); AND THAT, AGAIN, THE PREPARATORY TRAINING FOR REST IN CHRIST EXERCISES THE MIND, ROUSES THE INTELLIGENCE, AND BEGETS AN INQUIRING SHREWDNESS, BY MEANS OF THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY, WHICH THE INITIATED POSSESS, HAVING FOUND IT, OR RATHER RECEIVED IT, FROM THE TRUTH ITSELF. 
CHAP. VI. THE BENEFIT OF CULTURE. 
THE READINESS ACQUIRED BY PREVIOUS TRAINING CONDUCES MUCH TO THE PERCEPTION OF SUCH THINGS AS ARE REQUISITE; BUT THOSE THINGS WHICH CAN BE PERCEIVED ONLY BY MIND ARE THE SPECIAL EXERCISE FOR THE MIND. AND THEIR NATURE IS TRIPLE ACCORDING AS WE CONSIDER THEIR QUANTITY, THEIR MAGNITUDE, AND WHAT CAN BE PREDICATED OF THEM. FOR THE DISCOURSE WHICH CONSISTS OF DEMONSTRATIONS, IMPLANTS IN THE SPIRIT OF HIM WHO FOLLOWS IT, CLEAR FAITH; SO THAT HE CANNOT CONCEIVE OF THAT WHICH IS DEMONSTRATED BEING DIFFERENT; AND SO, IT DOES NOT ALLOW US TO SUCCUMB TO THOSE WHO ASSAIL US BY FRAUD. IN SUCH STUDIES, THEREFORE, THE SOUL IS PURGED FROM SENSIBLE THINGS, AND IS EXCITED, SO AS TO BE ABLE TO SEE TRUTH DISTINCTLY. FOR NUTRIMENT, AND THE TRAINING WHICH IS MAINTAINED GENTLE, MAKE NOBLE NATURES I; AND NOBLE NATURES, WHEN THEY HAVE RECEIVED SUCH TRAINING, BECOME STILL BETTER THAN BEFORE BOTH IN OTHER RESPECTS, BUT ESPECIALLY IN PRODUCTIVENESS, AS IS THE CASE WITH THE OTHER CREATURES. WHEREFORE IT IS MID, "GO TO THE ANT, THOU SLUGGARD, AND BECOME WISER THAN IT, WHICH PROVIDETH MUCH AND, VARIED FOOD IN THE HARVEST AGAINST THE INCLEMENCY OF WINTER."(3) OR GO TO THE BEE, AND LEARN HOW LABORIOUS SHE IS; FOR SHE, FEEDING ON THE WHOLE MEADOW, PRODUCES ONE HONEY-COMB. AND IF "THOU PRAYEST IN THE CLOSET," AS THE LORD TAUGHT, "TO WORSHIP IN SPIRIT,"(4) THY MANAGEMENT WILL NO LONGER BE SOLELY OCCUPIED ABOUT THE HOUSE, BUT ALSO ABOUT THE SOUL, WHAT MUST BE BESTOWED ON IT, AND HOW, AND HOW MUCH; AND WHAT MUST BE LAID ASIDE AND TREASURED UP IN IT; AND WHEN IT OUGHT TO BE PRODUCED, AND TO WHOM. FOR IT IS NOT BY NATURE, BUT BY LEARNING, THAT PEOPLE BECOME NOBLE AND GOOD, AS PEOPLE ALSO BECOME PHYSICIANS AND PILOTS. WE ALL IN COMMON, FOR EXAMPLE, SEE THE VINE AND THE HORSE. BUT THE HUSBANDMAN WILL KNOW IF THE VINE BE GOOD OR BAD AT FRUIT-BEARING; AND THE HORSEMAN WILL EASILY DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE SPIRITLESS AND THE SWIFT ANIMAL. BUT THAT SOME ARE NATURALLY PREDISPOSED TO VIRTUE ABOVE OTHERS, CERTAIN PURSUITS OF THOSE, WHO ARE SO NATURALLY PREDISPOSED ABOVE OTHERS, SHOW. BUT THAT PERFECTION IN VIRTUE IS NOT THE EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY OF THOSE, WHOSE NATURES ARE BETTER, IS PROVED, SINCE ALSO THOSE WHO BY NATURE ARE ILL-DISPOSED TOWARDS VIRTUE, IN OBTAINING SUITABLE TRAINING, FOR THE MOST PART ATTAIN TO EXCELLENCE; AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, THOSE WHOSE NATURAL DISPOSITIONS ARE APT, BECOME EVIL THROUGH NEGLECT. AGAIN, GOD HAS CREATED US NATURALLY SOCIAL AND JUST; WHENCE JUSTICE MUST NOT BE SAID TO TAKE ITS RISE FROM IMPLANTATION ALONE. BUT THE GOOD IMPARTED BY CREATION IS TO BE CONCEIVED OF AS EXCITED BY THE COMMANDMENT; THE SOUL BEING TRAINED TO BE WILLING TO SELECT WHAT IS NOBLEST. BUT AS WE SAY THAT A MAN CAN BE A BELIEVER WITHOUT LEARNING, (5) SO, ALSO, WE ASSERT THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR A MAN WITHOUT LEARNING TO COMPREHEND THE THINGS WHICH ARE DECLARED IN THE FAITH. BUT TO ADOPT WHAT IS WELL SAID, AND NOT TO ADOPT THE REVERSE, IS CAUSED NOT SIMPLY BY FAITH, BUT BY FAITH COMBINED WITH KNOWLEDGE. BUT IF IGNORANCE IS, WANT, OF TRAINING AND OF INSTRUCTION, THEN TEACHING PRODUCES KNOWLEDGE OF DIVINE AND HUMAN THINGS. BUT JUST AS IT IS POSSIBLE TO LIVE RIGHTLY IN PENURY OF THIS WORLD'S GOOD THINGS, SO ALSO IN ABUNDANCE. AND WE AVOW, THAT AT ONCE WITH MORE EASE AND MORE SPEED WILL ONE ATTAIN TO VIRTUE THROUGH PREVIOUS TRAINING. BUT IT IS NOT SUCH AS TO BE UNATTAINABLE WITHOUT IT; BUT IT IS ATTAINABLE ONLY WHEN THEY HAVE LEARNED, AND HAVE HAD THEIR SENSES EXERCISED.(6) "FOR HATRED," SAYS SOLOMON, "RAISES STRIFE, BUT INSTRUCTION GUARDETH THE WAYS OF LIFE;"(7) IN SUCH A WAY THAT WE ARE NOT DECEIVED NOR DELUDED BY THOSE WHO ARE PRACTICED IN BASE ARTS FOR THE INJURY OF THOSE WHO HEAR. "BUT INSTRUCTION WANDERS REPROACHLESS,"(8) IT IS SAID. WE MUST BE CONVERSANT WITH THE ART OF REASONING, FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONFUTING THE DECEITFUL OPINIONS OF THE SOPHISTS. WELL AND FELICITOUSLY, THEREFORE, DOES ANAXARCHUS WRITE IN HIS BOOK RESPECTING "KINGLY RULE:" "ERUDITION BENEFITS GREATLY AND HURTS GREATLY HIM WHO POSSESSES IT; IT HELPS HIM WHO IS WORTHY, AND INJURES HIM WHO UTTERS READILY EVERY WORD, AND BEFORE THE WHOLE PEOPLE. IT IS NECESSARY TO KNOW THE MEASURE OF TIME. FOR THIS IS THE END OF WISDOM. AND THOSE WHO SING AT THE DOORS, EVEN IF THEY SING SKILLFULLY, ARE NOT RECKONED WISE, BUT HAVE THE REPUTATION OF FOLLY." AND HESIOD: "OF THE MUSES, WHO MAKE A MAN LOQUACIOUS, DIVINE, VOCAL." FOR HIM WHO IS FLUENT IN WORDS HE CALLS LOQUACIOUS; AND HIM WHO IS CLEVER, VOCAL; AND "DIVINE," HIM WHO IS SKILLED, A PHILOSOPHER, AND ACQUAINTED WITH THE TRUTH. 
CHAP. VII. THE ECLECTIC PHILOSOPHY PAVES THE WAY FOR DIVINE VIRTUE. 
THE GREEK PREPARATORY CULTURE, THEREFORE, WITH PHILOSOPHY ITSELF, IS SHOWN TO HAVE COME DOWN FROM GOD TO MEN, NOT WITH A DEFINITE DIRECTION BUT IN THE WAY IN WHICH SHOWERS FAIL DOWN ON THE GOOD LAND, AND ON THE DUNGHILL, AND ON THE HOUSES. AND SIMILARLY, BOTH THE GRASS AND THE WHEAT SPROUT; AND THE FIGS AND ANY OTHER RECKLESS TREES GROW ON SEPULCHERS. AND THINGS THAT GROW, APPEAR AS A TYPE OF TRUTHS. FOR THEY ENJOY THE SAME INFLUENCE OF THE RAIN. BUT THEY HAVE NOT THE SAME GRACE AS THOSE WHICH SPRING UP IN RICH SOIL, INASMUCH AS THEY ARE WITHERED OR PLUCKED UP. AND HERE WE ARE AIDED BY THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER, WHICH THE LORD INTERPRETED. FOR THE HUSBANDMAN OF THE SOIL WHICH IS AMONG MEN IS ONE; HE WHO FROM THE BEGINNING, FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, SOWED NUTRITIOUS SEEDS; HE WHO IN EACH AGE RAINED DOWN THE LORD, THE WORD. BUT THE TIMES AND PLACES WHICH RECEIVED [SUCH GIFTS], CREATED THE DIFFERENCES WHICH EXIST. FURTHER, THE HUSBANDMAN SOWS NOT ONLY WHEAT (OF WHICH THERE ARE MANY VARIETIES), BUT ALSO OTHER SEEDS--BARLEY, AND BEAM, AND PEAS, AND VETCHES, AND VEGETABLE AND FLOWER SEEDS. AND TO THE SAME HUSBANDRY BELONGS BOTH PLANTING AND THE OPERATIONS NECESSARY IN THE NURSERIES, AND GARDENS, AND ORCHARDS, AND THE PLANNING AND REARING OF ALL SORTS OF TREES IN LIKE MANNER, NOT ONLY THE CARE OF SHEEP, BUT THE CARE OF HERDS, AND BREEDING OF HORSES, AND DOGS, AND BEE-CRAFT, ALL ARTS, AND TO SPEAK COMPREHENSIVELY, THE CARE OF FLOCKS AND THE REARING OF ANIMALS, DIFFER FROM EACH OTHER MORE OR LESS, BUT ARE ALL USEFUL FOR LIFE. AND PHILOSOPHY--I DO NOT MEAN THE STOIC, OR THE PLATONIC, OR THE EPICUREAN, OR THE ARISTOTELIAN, BUT WHATEVER HAS BEEN WELL SAID BY EACH OF THOSE SECTS, WHICH TEACH RIGHTEOUSNESS ALONG WITH A SCIENCE PERVADED BY PIETY, --THIS ECLECTIC WHOLE I CALL PHILOSOPHY. (1) BUT SUCH CONCLUSIONS OF HUMAN REASONINGS, AS MEN HAVE CUT AWAY AND FALSIFIED, I WOULD NEVER CALL DIVINE. AND NOW WE MUST LOOK ALSO AT THIS, THAT IF EVER THOSE WHO KNOW NOT HOW TO DO WELL, LIVE WELL;(2) FOR THEY HAVE LIGHTED ON WELL-DOING. SOME, TOO, HAVE AIMED WELL AT THE WORD OF TRUTH THROUGH UNDERSTANDING. "BUT ABRAHAM WAS NOT JUSTIFIED BY WORKS, BUT BY FAITH."(3) IT IS THEREFORE OF NO ADVANTAGE TO THEM AFTER THE END OF LIFE, EVEN IF THEY DO GOOD WORKS NOW, IF THEY HAVE NOT FAITH. WHEREFORE ALSO THE SCRIPTURES (4) WERE TRANSLATED INTO THE LANGUAGE OF THE GREEKS, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT NEVER BE ABLE TO ALLEGE THE EXCUSE OF IGNORANCE, INASMUCH AS THEY ARE ABLE TO HEAR ALSO WHAT WE HAVE IN OUR HANDS, IF THEY ONLY WISH. ONE SPEAKS IN ONE WAY OF THE TRUTH, IN ANOTHER WAY THE TRUTH INTERPRETS ITSELF. THE GUESSING AT TRUTH IS ONE THING, AND TRUTH ITSELF IS ANOTHER. RESEMBLANCE IS ONE THING, THE THING ITSELF IS ANOTHER. AND THE ONE RESULTS FROM LEARNING AND PRACTICE, THE OTHER FROM POWER AND FAITH. FOR THE TEACHING OF PIETY IS A GIFT, BUT FAITH IS GRACE. "FOR BY DOING THE WILL OF GOD WE KNOW THE WILL OF GOD."(5) "OPEN, THEN," SAYS THE SCRIPTURE, "THE GATES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND I WILL ENTER IN, AND CONFESS TO THE LORD."(6) BUT THE PATHS TO RIGHTEOUSNESS (SINCE GOD SAVES IN MANY WAYS, FOR HE IS GOOD) ARE MANY AND VARIOUS, AND LEAD TO THE LORD'S WAY AND GATE. AND IF YOU ASK THE ROYAL AND TRUE ENTRANCE, YOU WILL HEAR, "THIS IS THE GATE OF THE LORD, THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL ENTER IN BY IT."(7) WHILE THERE ARE MANY GATES OPEN, THAT IN RIGHTEOUSNESS IS IN CHRIST, BY WHICH ALL THE BLESSED ENTER, AND DIRECT THEIR STEPS IN THE SANCTITY OF KNOWLEDGE. NOW CLEMENS, IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, WHILE EXPOUNDING THE DIFFERENCES OF THOSE WHO ARE APPROVED ACCORDING TO THE CHURCH, SAYS EXPRESSLY, "ONE MAY BE A BELIEVER; ONE MAY BE POWERFUL IN UTTERING KNOWLEDGE; ONE MAY BE WISE IN DISCRIMINATING BETWEEN WORDS; ONE MAY BE TERRIBLE IN DEEDS."(8) 
CHAP. VIII. THE SOPHISTICAL ARTS USELESS. 
BUT THE ART OF SOPHISTRY, WHICH THE GREEKS CULTIVATED, IS A FANTASTIC POWER, WHICH MAKES FALSE OPINIONS LIKE TRUE BY MEANS OF WORDS. FOR IT PRODUCES RHETORIC IN ORDER TO PERSUASION, AND DISPUTATION FOR WRANGLING. THESE ARTS, THEREFORE, IF NOT CONJOINED WITH PHILOSOPHY, WILL BE INJURIOUS TO EVERY ONE. FOR PLATO OPENLY CALLED SOPHISTRY "AN EVIL ART." AND ARISTOTLE, FOLLOWING HIM, DEMONSTRATES IT TO BE A DISHONEST ART, WHICH ABSTRACTS IN A SPECIOUS MANNER THE WHOLE BUSINESS OF WISDOM, AND PROFESSES A WISDOM WHICH IT HAS NOT STUDIED. TO SPEAK BRIEFLY, AS THE BEGINNING OF RHETORIC IS THE PROBABLE, AND AN ATTEMPTED PROOF (9) THE PROCESS, AND THE END PERSUASION, SO THE BEGINNING OF DISPUTATION IS WHAT IS MATTER OF OPINION, AND THE PROCESS A CONTEST, AND THE END VICTORY. FOR IN THE SAME MANNER, ALSO, THE BEGINNING OF SOPHISTRY IS THE APPARENT, AND THE PROCESS TWOFOLD; ONE OF RHETORIC, CONTINUOUS AND EXHAUSTIVE; AND THE OTHER OF LOGIC, AND IS INTERROGATORY. AND ITS END IS ADMIRATION. THE DIALECTIC IN VOGUE IN THE SCHOOLS, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS THE EXERCISE OF A PHILOSOPHER IN MATTERS OF OPINION, FOR THE SAKE OF THE FACULTY OF DISPUTATION. BUT TRUTH IS NOT IN THESE AT ALL. WITH REASON, THEREFORE, THE NOBLE APOSTLE, DEPRECIATING THESE SUPERFLUOUS ARTS OCCUPIED ABOUT WORDS, SAYS, "IF ANY MAN DOES NOT GIVE HEED TO WHOLESOME WORDS, BUT IS PUFFED UP BY A KIND OF TEACHING, KNOWING NOTHING, BUT DOTING (NOSWN) ABOUT QUESTIONS AND STRIFE’S OF WORDS, WHEREOF COMETH CONTENTION, ENVY, RAILINGS, EVIL SURMISING’S, PERVERSE DISPUTING’S OF MEN OF CORRUPT MINDS, DESTITUTE OF THE TRUTH."(1) YOU SEE HOW HE IS MOVED AGAINST THEM, CALLING THEIR ART OF LOGIC--ON WHICH, THOSE TO WHOM THIS GARRULOUS MISCHIEVOUS ART IS DEAR, WHETHER GREEKS OR BARBARIANS, PLUME THEMSELVES--A DISEASE (NOSOS). VERY BEAUTIFULLY, THEREFORE, THE TRAGIC POET EURIPIDES SAYS IN THE PHOENISSOE, "BUT A WRONGFUL SPEECH IS DISEASED IN ITSELF, AND NEEDS SKILLFUL MEDICINES."(2) FOR THE SAVING WORD (3) IS CALLED "WHOLESOME," HE BEING THE TRUTH; AND WHAT IS WHOLESOME (HEALTHFUL) REMAINS EVER DEATHLESS. BUT SEPARATION FROM WHAT IS HEALTHFUL AND DIVINE IS IMPIETY, AND A DEADLY MALADY. THESE ARE RAPACIOUS WOLVES HID IN SHEEP-SKINS, MEN-STEALERS, AND GLOZING SOUL- SEDUCERS, SECRETLY, BUT PROVED TO BE ROBBERS; STRIVING BY FRAUD AND FORCE TO CATCH US WHO ARE UNSOPHISTICATED AND HAVE LESS POWER OF SPEECH. "OFTEN A MAN, IMPEDED THROUGH WANT OF WORDS, CARRIES LESS WEIGHT IN EXPRESSING WHAT IS RIGHT, THAN THE MAN OF ELOQUENCE. BUT NOW IN FLUENT MOUTHS THE WEIGHTIEST TRUTHS THEY DISGUISE, SO THAT THEY DO NOT SEEM WHAT THEY OUGHT TO SEEM," SAYS THE TRAGEDY. SUCH ARE THESE WRANGLERS, WHETHER THEY FOLLOW THE SECTS, OR PRACTICE MISERABLE DIALECTIC ARTS. THESE ARE THEY THAT "STRETCH THE WARP AND WEAVE NOTHING," SAYS THE SCRIPTURE;(4) PROSECUTING A BOOTLESS TASK, WHICH THE APOSTLE HAS CALLED "CUNNING CRAFTINESS OF MEN WHEREBY THEY LIE IN WAIT TO DECEIVE."(5) "FOR THERE ARE," HE SAYS, "MANY UNRULY AND VAIN TALKERS AND DECEIVERS:"(6) WHEREFORE IT WAS NOT SAID TO ALL, "YE ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH."(7) FOR THERE ARE SOME EVEN OF THE HEARERS OF THE WORD WHO ARE LIKE THE FISHES OF THE SEA, WHICH, REARED FROM THEIR BIRTH IN BRINE, YET NEED SALT TO DRESS THEM FOR FOOD. ACCORDINGLY, I WHOLLY APPROVE OF THE TRAGEDY, WHEN IT SAYS: "O SON, FALSE WORDS CAN BE WELL SPOKEN, AND TRUTH MAY BE VANQUISHED BY BEAUTY OF WORDS. BUT THIS IS NOT WHAT IS MOST CORRECT, BUT NATURE AND WHAT IS RIGHT; HE WHO PRACTICES ELOQUENCE IS INDEED WISE, BUT I CONSIDER DEEDS ALWAYS BETTER THAN WORDS." WE MUST NOT, THEN, ASPIRE TO PLEASE THE MULTITUDE. FOR WE DO NOT PRACTICE WHAT WILL PLEASE THEM, BUT WHAT WE KNOW IS REMOTE FROM THEIR DISPOSITION. "LET US NOT BE DESIROUS OF VAINGLORY," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "PROVOKING ONE ANOTHER, ENVYING ONE ANOTHER."(8) THUS, THE TRUTH-LOVING PLATO SAYS, AS IF DIVINELY INSPIRED, "SINCE I AM SUCH AS TO OBEY NOTHING BUT THE WORD, WHICH, AFTER REFLECTION, APPEARS TO ME THE BEST."(9) ACCORDINGLY, HE CHARGES THOSE WHO CREDIT OPINIONS WITHOUT INTELLIGENCE AND KNOWLEDGE, WITH ABANDONING RIGHT AND SOUND REASON UNWARRANTABLY, AND BELIEVING HIM WHO IS A PARTNER IN FALSEHOOD. FOR TO CHEAT ONE'S SELF OF THE TRUTH IS BAD; BUT TO SPEAK THE TRUTH, AND TO HOLD AS OUR OPINIONS, POSITIVE REALITIES, IS GOOD. MEN ARE DEPRIVED OF WHAT IS GOOD UNWILLINGLY. NEVERTHELESS, THEY ARE DEPRIVED EITHER BY BEING DECEIVED OR BEGUILED, OR BY BEING COMPELLED AND NOT BELIEVING. HE WHO BELIEVES NOT, HAS ALREADY MADE HIMSELF A WILLING CAPTIVE; AND HE WHO CHANGES HIS PERSUASION IS COZENED, WHILE HE FORGETS THAT TIME IMPERCEPTIBLY TAKES AWAY SOME THINGS, AND REASON OTHERS. AND AFTER AN OPINION HAS BEEN ENTERTAINED, PAIN AND ANGUISH, AND ON THE OTHER HAND CONTENTIOUSNESS AND ANGER, COMPEL. ABOVE ALL, MEN ARE BEGUILED WHO ARE EITHER BEWITCHED BY PLEASURE OR TERRIFIED BY FEAR. AND ALL THESE ARE VOLUNTARY CHANGES, BUT BY NONE OF THESE WILL KNOWLEDGE EVER BE ATTAINED. 
CHAP. IX. HUMAN KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY FOR THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE SCRIPTURES. 
SOME, WHO THINK THEMSELVES NATURALLY GIFTED, DO NOT WISH TO TOUCH EITHER PHILOSOPHY OR LOGIC; NAY MORE, THEY DO NOT WISH TO LEARN NATURAL SCIENCE. THEY DEMAND BARE FAITH ALONE, AS IF THEY WISHED, WITHOUT BESTOWING ANY CARE ON THE VINE, STRAIGHTWAY TO GATHER CLUSTERS FROM THE FIRST. NOW THE LORD IS FIGURATIVELY DESCRIBED AS THE VINE, FROM WHICH, WITH PAINS AND THE ART OF HUSBANDRY, ACCORDING TO THE WORD, THE FRUIT IS TO BE GATHERED. WE MUST LOP, DIG, BIND, AND PERFORM THE OTHER OPERATIONS. THE PRUNING-KNIFE, I SHOULD THINK, AND THE PICK-AXE, AND THE OTHER AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS, ARE NECESSARY FOR THE CULTURE OF THE VINE, SO THAT IT MAY PRODUCE EATABLE FRUIT. AND AS IN HUSBANDRY, SO ALSO IN MEDICINE: HE HAS LEARNED TO PURPOSE, WHO HAS PRACTICED THE VARIOUS LESSONS, SO AS TO BE ABLE TO CULTIVATE AND TO HEAL. SO ALSO, HERE, I CALL HIM TRULY LEARNED WHO BRINGS EVERYTHING TO BEAR ON THE TRUTH; SO THAT, FROM GEOMETRY, AND MUSIC, AND GRAMMAR, AND PHILOSOPHY ITSELF, CULLING WHAT IS USEFUL, HE GUARDS THE FAITH AGAINST ASSAULT. NOW, AS WAS SAID, THE ATHLETE IS DESPISED WHO IS NOT FURNISHED FOR THE CONTEST. FOR INSTANCE, TOO, WE PRAISE THE EXPERIENCED HELMSMAN WHO "HAS SEEN THE CITIES OF MANY MEN," AND THE PHYSICIAN WHO HAS HAD LARGE EXPERIENCE; THUS ALSO SOME DESCRIBE THE EMPIRIC.(1) AND HE WHO BRINGS EVERYTHING TO BEAR ON A FIGHT LIFE, PROCURING EXAMPLES FROM THE GREEKS AND BARBARIANS, THIS MAN IS AN EXPERIENCED SEARCHER AFTER TRUTH, AND IN REALITY A MAN OF MUCH COUNSEL, LIKE THE TOUCH- STONE (THAT IS, THE LYDIAN), WHICH IS BELIEVED TO POSSESS THE POWER OF DISTINGUISHING THE SPURIOUS FROM THE GENUINE GOLD. AND OUR MUCH-KNOWING GNOSTIC CAN DISTINGUISH SOPHISTRY FROM PHILOSOPHY, THE ART OF DECORATION FROM GYMNASTICS, COOKERY FROM PHYSIC, AND RHETORIC FROM DIALECTICS, AND THE OTHER SECTS WHICH ARE ACCORDING TO THE BARBARIAN PHILOSOPHY, FROM THE TRUTH ITSELF. AND HOW NECESSARY IS IT FOR HIM WHO DESIRES TO BE PARTAKER OF THE POWER OF GOD, TO TREAT OF INTELLECTUAL SUBJECTS BY PHILOSOPHIZING! AND HOW SERVICEABLE IS IT TO DISTINGUISH EXPRESSIONS WHICH ARE AMBIGUOUS, AND WHICH IN THE TESTAMENTS ARE USED SYNONYMOUSLY! FOR THE LORD, AT THE TIME OF HIS TEMPTATION, SKILLFULLY MATCHED THE DEVIL BY AN AMBIGUOUS EXPRESSION. AND I DO NOT YET, IN THIS CONNECTION, SEE HOW IN THE WORLD THE INVENTOR OF PHILOSOPHY AND DIALECTICS, AS SOME SUPPOSE, IS SEDUCED THROUGH BEING DECEIVED BY THE FORM OF SPEECH WHICH CONSISTS IN AMBIGUITY. AND IF THE PROPHETS AND APOSTLES KNEW NOT THE ARTS BY WHICH THE EXERCISES OF PHILOSOPHY ARE EXHIBITED, YET THE MIND OF THE PROPHETIC AND INSTRUCTIVE SPIRIT, UTTERED SECRETLY, BECAUSE ALL HAVE NOT AN INTELLIGENT EAR, DEMANDS SKILLFUL MODES OF TEACHING IN ORDER TO CLEAR EXPOSITION. FOR THE PROPHETS AND DISCIPLES OF THE SPIRIT KNEW INFALLIBLY THEIR MIND. FOR THEY KNEW IT BY FAITH, IN A WAY WHICH OTHERS COULD NOT EASILY, AS THE SPIRIT HAS SAID. BUT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT LEARNED TO RECEIVE IT THUS. "WRITE," IT IS SAID, "THE COMMANDMENTS DOUBLY, IN COUNSEL AND KNOWLEDGE, THAT THOU MAYEST ANSWER THE WORDS OF TRUTH TO THEM WHO SEND UNTO THEE."(2) WHAT, THEN, IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF ANSWERING? OR WHAT THAT OF ASKING? IT IS DIALECTICS. WHAT THEN? IS NOT SPEAKING OUR BUSINESS, AND DOES NOT ACTION PROCEED FROM THE WORD? FOR IF WE ACT NOT FOR THE WORD, WE SHALL ACT AGAINST REASON. BUT A RATIONAL WORK IS ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH GOD. "AND NOTHING," IT IS SAID, "WAS MADE WITHOUT HIM"--THE WORD OF GOD. (3) AND DID NOT THE LORD MAKE ALL THINGS BY THE WORD [THAT IS TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH IN JAMES 1:13-15]? EVEN THE BEASTS WORK, DRIVEN BY COMPELLING FEAR. AND DO NOT THOSE WHO ARE CALLED ORTHODOX APPLY THEMSELVES TO GOOD WORKS, KNOWING NOT WHAT THEY DO? 
CHAP. X. TO ACT WELL OF GREATER CONSEQUENCE THAN TO SPEAK WELL. 
WHEREFORE THE SAVIOR, TAKING THE BREAD, FIRST SPOKE AND BLESSED. THEN BREAKING THE BREAD, (4) HE PRESENTED IT, THAT WE MIGHT EAT IT, ACCORDING TO REASON, AND THAT KNOWING THE SCRIPTURES S WE MIGHT WALK OBEDIENTLY. AND AS THOSE WHOSE SPEECH IS EVIL ARE NO BETTER THAN THOSE WHOSE PRACTICE IS EVIL (FOR CALUMNY IS THE SERVANT OF THE SWORD, AND EVIL-SPEAKING INFLICTS PAIN; AND FROM THESE PROCEED DISASTERS IN LIFE, SUCH BEING THE EFFECTS OF EVIL SPEECH); SO ALSO, THOSE WHO ARE GIVEN TO GOOD SPEECH ARE NEAR NEIGHBORS TO THOSE WHO ACCOMPLISH GOOD DEEDS. ACCORDINGLY, DISCOURSE REFRESHES THE SOUL AND ENTICES IT TO NOBLENESS; AND HAPPY IS HE WHO HAS THE USE OF BOTH HIS HANDS. NEITHER, THEREFORE, IS HE WHO CAN ACT WELL TO BE VILIFIED BY HIM WHO IS ABLE TO SPEAK WELL; NOR IS HE WHO IS ABLE TO SPEAK WELL TO BE DISPARAGED BY HIM WHO IS CAPABLE OF ACTING WELL. BUT LET EACH DO THAT FOR WHICH HE IS NATURALLY FITTED. WHAT THE ONE EXHIBITS AS ACTUALLY DONE, THE OTHER SPEAKS, PREPARING, AS IT WERE, THE WAY FOR WELL-DOING, AND LEADING THE HEARERS TO THE PRACTICE OF GOOD. FOR THERE IS A SAVING WORD, AS THERE IS A SAVING WORK. RIGHTEOUSNESS, ACCORDINGLY, (6) IS NOT CONSTITUTED WITHOUT DISCOURSE. AND AS THE RECEIVING OF GOOD IS ABOLISHED IF WE ABOLISH THE DOING OF GOOD; SO OBEDIENCE AND FAITH ARE ABOLISHED WHEN NEITHER THE COMMAND, NOR ONE TO EXPOUND THE COMMAND, IS TAKEN ALONG WITH US.(7) BUT NOW WE ARE BENEFITED MUTUALLY AND RECIPROCALLY BY WORDS AND DEEDS; BUT WE MUST REPUDIATE ENTIRELY THE ART OF WRANGLING AND SOPHISTRY, SINCE THESE SENTENCES OF THE SOPHISTS NOT ONLY BEWITCH AND BEGUILE THE MANY, BUT SOMETIMES BY VIOLENCE WIN A CADMEAN VICTORY.(8) FOR TRUE ABOVE ALL IS THAT PSALM, "THE JUST SHALL LIVE TO THE END, FOR HE SHALL NOT SEE CORRUPTION, WHEN HE BEHOLDS THE WISE DYING."(9) AND WHOM DOES HE CALL WISE? HEAR FROM THE WISDOM OF JESUS: "WISDOM IS NOT THE KNOWLEDGE OF EVIL."(10) SUCH HE CALLS WHAT THE ARTS OF SPEAKING AND OF DISCUSSING HAVE INVENTED. "THOU SHALT THEREFORE SEEK WISDOM AMONG THE WICKED, AND SHALT NOT FIND IT."(11) AND IF YOU INQUIRE AGAIN OF WHAT SORT THIS IS, YOU ARE TOLD, "THE MOUTH OF THE RIGHTEOUS MAN WILL DISTIL WISDOM."(12) AND SIMILARLY WITH TRUTH, THE ART OF SOPHISTRY IS CALLED WISDOM. BUT IT IS MY PURPOSE, AS I RECKON, AND NOT WITHOUT REASON, TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE WORD, AND TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IS REVEALED;(1) BUT NEVER AFFECTING ELOQUENCE, TO BE CONTENT MERELY WITH INDICATING MY MEANING. AND BY WHAT TERM THAT WHICH I WISH TO PRESENT IS SHOWN, I CARE NOT. FOR I WELL KNOW THAT TO BE SAVED, AND TO AID THOSE WHO DESIRE TO BE SAVED, IS THE BEST THING, AND NOT TO COMPOSE PALTRY SENTENCES LIKE GEWGAWS. "AND IF," SAYS THE PYTHAGOREAN IN THE POLITICUS OF PLATO, "YOU GUARD AGAINST SOLICITUDE ABOUT TERMS, YOU WILL BE RICHER IN WISDOM AGAINST OLD AGE."(2) AND IN THE THEAETETUS YOU WILL FIND AGAIN, "AND CARELESSNESS ABOUT NAMES, AND EXPRESSIONS, AND THE WANT OF NICE SCRUTINY, IS NOT VULGAR AND ILLIBERAL FOR THE MOST PART, BUT RATHER THE REVERSE OF THIS, AND IS SOMETIMES NECESSARY."(3) THIS THE SCRIPTURE(4) HAS EXPRESSED WITH THE GREATEST POSSIBLE BREVITY, WHEN IT SAID, "BE NOT OCCUPIED MUCH ABOUT WORDS." FOR EXPRESSION IS LIKE THE DRESS ON THE BODY. THE MATTER IS THE FLESH AND SINEWS. WE MUST NOT THEREFORE CARE MORE FOR THE DRESS THAN THE SAFETY OF THE BODY. FOR NOT ONLY A SIMPLE MODE OF LIFE, BUT ALSO A STYLE OF SPEECH DEVOID OF SUPERFLUITY AND NICETY, MUST BE CULTIVATED BY HIM WHO HAS ADOPTED THE TRUE LIFE, IF WE ARE TO ABANDON LUXURY AS TREACHEROUS AND PROFLIGATE, AS THE ANCIENT LACEDAEMONIANS ADJURED OINTMENT AND PURPLE, DEEMING AND CALLING THEM RIGHTLY TREACHEROUS GARMENTS AND TREACHEROUS UNGUENTS; SINCE NEITHER IS THAT MODE OF PREPARING FOOD RIGHT WHERE THERE IS MORE OF SEASONING THAN OF NUTRIMENT; NOR IS THAT STYLE OF SPEECH ELEGANT WHICH CAN PLEASE RATHER THAN BENEFIT THE HEARERS. PYTHAGORAS EXHORTS US TO CONSIDER THE MUSES MORE PLEASANT THAN THE SIRENS, TEACHING US TO CULTIVATE WISDOM APART FROM PLEASURE, AND EXPOSING THE OTHER MODE OF ATTRACTING THE SOUL AS DECEPTIVE. FOR SAILING PAST THE SIRENS ONE MAN HAS SUFFICIENT STRENGTH, AND FOR ANSWERING THE SPHINX ANOTHER ONE, OR, IF YOU PLEASE, NOT EVEN ONE. (5) WE OUGHT NEVER, THEN, OUT OF DESIRE FOR VAINGLORY, TO MAKE BROAD THE PHYLACTERIES. IT SUFFICES THE GNOSTIC (6) IF ONLY ONE HEARER IS FOUND FOR HIM. (7) YOU MAY HEAR THEREFORE PINDAR THE BOEOTIAN, (8) WHO WRITES, "DIVULGE NOT BEFORE ALL THE ANCIENT SPEECH. THE WAY OF SILENCE IS SOMETIMES THE SUREST. AND THE MIGHTIEST WORD IS A SPUR TO THE FIGHT." ACCORDINGLY, THE BLESSED APOSTLE VERY APPROPRIATELY AND URGENTLY EXHORTS US "NOT TO STRIVE ABOUT WORDS TO NO PROFIT, BUT TO THE SUBVERTING OF THE HEARERS, BUT TO SHUN PROFANE AND VAIN BABBLINGS, FOR THEY INCREASE UNTO MORE UNGODLINESS, AND THEIR WORD WILL EAT AS DOTH A CANKER."(9) 
CHAP. XI. WHAT IS THE PHILOSOPHY WHICH THE APOSTLE BIDS US SHUN? 
THIS, THEN, "THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD IS FOOLISHNESS WITH GOD," AND OF THOSE WHO ARE "THE WISE THE LORD KNOWETH THEIR THOUGHTS THAT THEY ARE VAIN."(10) LET NO MAN THEREFORE GLORY ON ACCOUNT OF PRE-EMINENCE IN HUMAN THOUGHT. FOR IT IS WRITTEN WELL IN JEREMIAH, "LET NOT THE WISE MAN GLORY IN HIS WISDOM, AND LET NOT THE MIGHTY MAN GLORY IN HIS MIGHT, AND LET NOT THE RICH MAN GLORY IN HIS RICHES: BUT LET HIM THAT GLORIETH GLORY IN THIS, THAT HE UNDERSTANDETH AND KNOWETH THAT I AM THE LORD, THAT EXECUTETH MERCY AND JUDGMENT AND RIGHTEOUSNESS UPON THE EARTH: FOR IN THESE THINGS IS MY DELIGHT, SAITH THE LORD."(11) "THAT WE SHOULD TRUST NOT IN OURSELVES, BUT IN GOD WHO RAISETH THE DEAD," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "WHO DELIVERED US FROM SO GREAT A DEATH, THAT OUR FAITH SHOULD NOT STAND IN THE WISDOM OF MEN, BUT IN THE POWER OF GOD." "FOR THE SPIRITUAL MAN JUDGETH ALL THINGS, BUT HE HIMSELF IS JUDGED OF NO MAN."(12) I HEAR ALSO THOSE WORDS OF HIS, "AND THESE THINGS I SAY, LEST ANY MAN SHOULD BEGUILE YOU WITH ENTICING WORDS, OR ONE SHOULD ENTER IN TO SPOIL YOU."(13) AND AGAIN, "BEWARE LEST ANY MAN SPOIL YOU THROUGH PHILOSOPHY AND VAIN DECEIT, AFTER THE TRADITION OF MEN, AFTER THE RUDIMENTS OF THE WORLD, AND NOT AFTER CHRIST;"(14) BRANDING NOT ALL PHILOSOPHY, BUT THE EPICUREAN, WHICH PAUL MENTIONS IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES,(15) WHICH ABOLISHES PROVIDENCE AND DEIFIES PLEASURE, AND WHATEVER OTHER PHILOSOPHY HONORS THE ELEMENTS, BUT PLACES NOT OVER THEM THE EFFICIENT CAUSE, NOR APPREHENDS THE CREATOR.(16) THE STOICS ALSO, WHOM HE MENTIONS TOO, SAY NOT WELL THAT THE DEITY, BEING A BODY, PERVADES THE VILEST MATTER. HE CALLS THE JUGGLERY OF LOGIC "THE TRADITION OF MEN." WHEREFORE ALSO HE ADDS, "AVOID JUVENILE (17) QUESTIONS. FOR SUCH CONTENTIONS ARE PUERILE." "BUT VIRTUE IS NO LOVER OF BOYS," SAYS THE PHILOSOPHER PLATO. AND OUR STRUGGLE, ACCORDING TO GORGIAS LEONTINUS, REQUIRES TWO VIRTUES-- BOLDNESS AND WISDOM, BOLDNESS TO UNDERGO DANGER, AND WISDOM TO UNDERSTAND THE ENIGMA. FOR THE WORD, LIKE THE OLYMPIAN PROCLAMATION, CALLS HIM WHO IS WIRING, AND CROWNS HIM WHO IS ABLE TO CONTINUE UNMOVED AS FAR AS THE TRUTH IS CONCERNED. AND, IN TRUTH, THE WORD DOES NOT WISH HIM WHO HAS BELIEVED TO BE IDLE. FOR HE SAYS, "SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND."(1) BUT SEEKING ENDS IN FINDING, DRIVING OUT THE EMPTY TRIFLING, AND APPROVING OF THE CONTEMPLATION WHICH CONFIRMS OUR FAITH. "AND THIS I SAY, LEST ANY MAN BEGUILE YOU WITH ENTICING WORDS,''(2) SAYS THE APOSTLE, EVIDENTLY AS HAVING LEARNED TO DISTINGUISH WHAT WAS SAID BY HIM, AND AS BEING TAUGHT TO MEET OBJECTIONS. "AS YE HAVE THEREFORE RECEIVED CHRIST JESUS THE LORD, SO WALK IN HIM, ROOTED AND BUILT UP IN HIM, AND STABLISHED IN THE FAITH."(3) NOW PERSUASION IS [THE MEANS OF] BEING ESTABLISHED IN THE FAITH. "BEWARE LEST ANY MAN SPOIL YOU OF FAITH IN CHRIST BY PHILOSOPHY AND VAIN DECEIT," WHICH DOES AWAY WITH PROVIDENCE, "AFTER THE TRADITION OF MEN;" FOR THE PHILOSOPHY WHICH IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH DIVINE TRADITION ESTABLISHES AND CONFIRMS PROVIDENCE, WHICH, BEING DONE AWAY WITH, THE ECONOMY OF THE SAVIOR APPEARS A MYTH, WHILE WE ARE INFLUENCED "AFTER THE ELEMENTS OF THE WORLD, AND NOT AFTER CHRIST."(4) FOR THE TEACHING WHICH IS AGREEABLE TO CHRIST DEIFIES THE CREATOR, AND TRACES PROVIDENCE IN PARTICULAR EVENTS,(5) AND KNOWS THE NATURE OF THE ELEMENTS TO BE CAPABLE OF CHANGE AND PRODUCTION, AND TEACHES THAT WE OUGHT TO AIM AT RISING UP TO THE POWER WHICH ASSIMILATES TO GOD, AND TO PREFER THE DISPENSATION(6) AS HOLDING THE FIRST RANK AND SUPERIOR TO ALL TRAINING. THE ELEMENTS ARE WORSHIPPED,--THE AIR BY DIOGENES, THE WATER BY THALES, THE FIRE BY HIPPASUS; AND BY THOSE WHO SUPPOSE ATOMS TO BE THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THINGS, ARROGATING THE NAME OF PHILOSOPHERS, BEING WRETCHED CREATURES DEVOTED TO PLEASURE.(7) "WHEREFORE I PRAY," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "THAT YOUR LOVE MAY ABOUND YET MORE AND MORE, IN KNOWLEDGE AND IN ALL JUDGMENT, THAT YE MAY APPROVE THINGS THAT ARE EXCELLENT."(8) "SINCE, WHEN WE WERE CHILDREN," SAYS THE SAME APOSTLE, "WE WERE KEPT IN BONDAGE UNDER THE RUDIMENTS OF THE WORLD. AND THE CHILD, THOUGH HEIR, DIFFERETH NOTHING FROM A SERVANT, TILL THE TIME APPOINTED OF THE FATHER."(9) PHILOSOPHERS, THEN, ARE CHILDREN, UNLESS THEY HAVE BEEN MADE MEN BY CHRIST. "FOR IF THE SON OF THE BOND WOMAN SHALL NOT BE HEIR WITH THE SON OF THE FREE,"(10) AT LEAST HE IS THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, THOUGH NOT OF PROMISE, RECEIVING WHAT BELONGS TO HIM BY FREE GIFT. "BUT STRONG MEAT BELONGETH TO THOSE THAT ARE OF FULL AGE, EVEN THOSE WHO BY REASON OF USE HAVE THEIR SENSES EXERCISED TO DISCERN BOTH GOOD AND EVIL."(11) "FOR EVERY ONE THAT USETH MILK IS UNSKILLFUL IN THE WORD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; FOR HE IS A BABE,"(12) AND NOT YET ACQUAINTED WITH THE WORD, ACCORDING TO WHICH HE HAS BELIEVED AND WORKS, AND NOT ABLE TO GIVE A REASON IN HIMSELF. "PROVE ALL THINGS," THE APOSTLE SAYS, "AND HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD,"(13) SPEAKING TO SPIRITUAL MEN, WHO JUDGE WHAT IS SAID ACCORDING TO TRUTH, WHETHER IT SEEMS OR TRULY HOLDS BY THE TRUTH. "HE WHO IS NOT CORRECTED BY DISCIPLINE ERRS, AND STRIPES AND REPROOFS GIVE THE DISCIPLINE OF WISDOM," THE REPROOFS MANIFESTLY THAT ARE WITH LOVE. "FOR THE RIGHT HEART SEEKETH KNOWLEDGE."(14) "FOR HE THAT SEEKETH THE LORD SHALL FIND KNOWLEDGE WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND THEY WHO HAVE SOUGHT IT RIGHTLY HAVE FOUND PEACE."(15) "AND I WILL KNOW," IT IS SAID, "NOT THE SPEECH OF THOSE WHICH ARE PUFFED UP, BUT THE POWER." IN REBUKE OF THOSE WHO ARE WISE IN APPEARANCE, AND THINK THEMSELVES WISE, BUT ARE NOT IN REALITY WISE, HE WRITES: "FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS NOT IN WORD."(16) IT IS NOT IN THAT WHICH IS NOT TRUE, BUT WHICH IS ONLY PROBABLE ACCORDING TO OPINION; BUT HE SAID "IN POWER," FOR THE TRUTH ALONE IS POWERFUL. AND AGAIN: "IF ANY MAN THINKETH THAT HE KNOWETH ANYTHING, HE KNOWETH NOTHING YET AS HE OUGHT TO KNOW." FOR TRUTH IS NEVER MERE OPINION. BUT THE "SUPPOSITION OF KNOWLEDGE INFLATES," AND FILLS WITH PRIDE; "BUT CHARITY EDIFIETH," WHICH DEALS NOT IN SUPPOSITION, BUT IN TRUTH. WHENCE IT IS SAID, "IF ANY MAN LOVES, HE IS KNOWN."(17) 
CHAP. XII. THE MYSTERIES OF THE FAITH NOT TO BE DIVULGED TO ALL. 
BUT SINCE THIS TRADITION IS NOT PUBLISHED ALONE FOR HIM WHO PERCEIVES THE MAGNIFICENCE OF THE WORD; IT IS REQUISITE, THEREFORE, TO HIDE IN A MYSTERY THE WISDOM SPOKEN, WHICH THE SON OF GOD TAUGHT. NOW, THEREFORE, ISAIAH THE PROPHET HAS HIS TONGUE PURIFIED BY FIRE, SO THAT HE MAY BE ABLE TO TELL THE VISION. AND WE MUST PURIFY NOT THE TONGUE ALONE, BUT ALSO THE EARS, IF WE ATTEMPT TO BE PARTAKEN OF THE TRUTH. SUCH WERE THE IMPEDIMENTS IN THE WAY OF MY WRITING. AND EVEN NOW I FEAR, AS IT IS SAID, "TO CAST THE PEARLS BEFORE SWINE, LEST THEY TREAD THEM UNDER FOOT, AND TURN AND REND US."(18) FOR IT IS DIFFICULT TO EXHIBIT THE REALLY PURE AND TRANSPARENT WORDS RESPECTING THE TRUE LIGHT, TO SWINISH AND UNTRAINED HEARERS. FOR SCARCELY COULD ANYTHING WHICH THEY COULD HEAR BE MORE LUDICROUS THAN THESE TO THE MULTITUDE; NOR ANY SUBJECTS ON THE OTHER HAND MORE ADMIRABLE OR MORE INSPIRING TO THOSE OF NOBLE NATURE. "BUT THE NATURAL MAN RECEIVETH NOT THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD; FOR THEY ARE FOOLISHNESS TO HIM."(1) BUT THE WISE DO NOT UTTER WITH THEIR MOUTH WHAT THEY REASON IN COUNCIL. "BUT WHAT YE HEAR IN THE EAR," SAYS THE LORD, "PROCLAIM UPON THE HOUSES;"(2) BIDDING THEM RECEIVE THE SECRET TRADITIONS(3) OF THE TRUE KNOWLEDGE, AND EXPOUND THEM ALOFT AND CONSPICUOUSLY; AND AS WE HAVE HEARD IN THE EAR, SO TO DELIVER THEM TO WHOM IT IS REQUISITE; BUT NOT ENJOINING US TO COMMUNICATE TO ALL WITHOUT DISTINCTION, WHAT IS SAID TO THEM IN PARABLES. BUT THERE IS ONLY A DELINEATION IN THE MEMORANDA, WHICH HAVE THE TRUTH SOWED SPARSE (4) AND BROADCAST, THAT IT MAY ESCAPE THE NOTICE OF THOSE WHO PICK UP SEEDS LIKE JACKDAWS; BUT WHEN THEY FIND A GOOD HUSBANDMAN, EACH ONE OF THEM WILL GERMINATE AND PRODUCE CORN. 
CHAP. XIII. ALL SECTS OF PHILOSOPHY CONTAIN A GERM OF TRUTH. 
SINCE, THEREFORE, TRUTH IS ONE (FOR FALSEHOOD HAS TEN THOUSAND BY-PATHS); JUST AS THE BACCHANTES TORE ASUNDER THE LIMBS OF PENTHEUS, SO THE SECTS BOTH OF BARBARIAN AND HELLENIC PHILOSOPHY HAVE DONE WITH TRUTH, AND EACH VAUNT AS THE WHOLE TRUTH THE PORTION WHICH HAS FALLEN TO ITS LOT. BUT ALL, IN MY OPINION, (5) ARE ILLUMINATED BY THE DAWN OF LIGHT. (6) LET ALL, THEREFORE, BOTH GREEKS AND BARBARIANS, WHO HAVE ASPIRED AFTER THE TRUTH, BOTH THOSE WHO POSSESS NOT A LITTLE, AND THOSE WHO HAVE ANY PORTION,--PRODUCE WHATEVER THEY HAVE OF THE WORD OF TRUTH. ETERNITY, FOR INSTANCE, PRESENTS IN AN INSTANT THE FUTURE AND THE PRESENT, ALSO THE PAST OF TIME. BUT TRUTH, MUCH MORE POWERFUL THAN LIMITLESS DURATION, CAN COLLECT ITS PROPER GERMS, THOUGH THEY HAVE FALLEN ON FOREIGN SOIL. FOR WE SHALL FIND THAT VERY MANY OF THE DOGMAS THAT ARE HELD BY SUCH SECTS AS HAVE NOT BECOME UTTERLY SENSELESS, AND ARE NOT CUT OUT FROM THE ORDER OF NATURE (BY CUTTING OFF CHRIST, AS THE WOMEN OF THE FABLE DISMEMBERED THE MAN),(7) THOUGH APPEARING UNLIKE ONE ANOTHER, CORRESPOND IN THEIR ORIGIN AND WITH THE TRUTH AS A WHOLE. FOR THEY COINCIDE IN ONE, EITHER AS A PART, OR A SPECIES, OR A GENUS. FOR INSTANCE, THOUGH THE HIGHEST NOTE IS DIFFERENT FROM THE LOWEST NOTE, YET BOTH COMPOSE ONE HARMONY. AND IN NUMBERS AN EVEN NUMBER DIFFERS FROM AN ODD NUMBER; BUT BOTH SUIT IN ARITHMETIC; AS ALSO IS THE CASE WITH FIGURE, THE CIRCLE, AND THE TRIANGLE, AND THE SQUARE, AND WHATEVER FIGURES DIFFER FROM ONE ANOTHER. ALSO, IN THE WHOLE UNIVERSE, ALL THE PARTS, THOUGH DIFFERING ONE FROM ANOTHER, PRESERVE THEIR RELATION TO THE WHOLE. SO, THEN, THE BARBARIAN AND HELLENIC PHILOSOPHY HAS TORN OFF A FRAGMENT OF ETERNAL TRUTH NOT FROM THE MYTHOLOGY OF DIONYSUS, BUT FROM THE THEOLOGY OF THE EVER-LIVING WORD. AND HE WHO BRINGS AGAIN TOGETHER THE SEPARATE FRAGMENTS, AND MAKES THEM ONE, WILL WITHOUT PERIL, BE ASSURED, CONTEMPLATE THE PERFECT WORD, THE TRUTH. THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN IN ECCLESIASTES: "AND I ADDED WISDOM ABOVE ALL WHO WERE BEFORE ME IN JERUSALEM; AND MY HEART SAW MANY THINGS; AND BESIDES, I KNEW WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE, PARABLES AND UNDERSTANDING. AND THIS ALSO IS THE CHOICE OF THE SPIRIT, BECAUSE IN ABUNDANCE OF WISDOM IS ABUNDANCE OF KNOWLEDGE."(8) HE WHO IS CONVERSANT WITH ALL KINDS OF WISDOM, WILL BE PRE-EMINENTLY A GNOSTIC.(9) NOW IT IS WRITTEN, "ABUNDANCE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF WISDOM WILL GIVE LIFE TO HIM WHO IS OF IT."(10) AND AGAIN, WHAT IS SAID IS CONFIRMED MORE CLEARLY BY THIS SAYING, "ALL THINGS ARE IN THE SIGHT OF THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND"--ALL THINGS, BOTH HELLENIC AND BARBARIAN; BUT THE ONE OR THE OTHER IS NOT ALL. "THEY ARE RIGHT TO THOSE WHO WISH TO RECEIVE UNDERSTANDING. CHOOSE INSTRUCTION, AND NOT SILVER, AND KNOWLEDGE ABOVE TESTED GOLD," AND PREFER ALSO SENSE TO PURE GOLD; "FOR WISDOM IS BETTER THAN PRECIOUS STONES, AND NO PRECIOUS THING IS WORTH IT."(11) 
CHAP. XIV. SUCCESSION OF PHILOSOPHERS IN GREECE. 
THE GREEKS SAY, THAT AFTER ORPHEUS AND LINUS, AND THE MOST ANCIENT OF THE POETS THAT APPEARED AMONG THEM, THE SEVEN, CALLED WISE, WERE THE FIRST THAT WERE ADMIRED FOR THEIR WISDOM. OF WHOM FOUR WERE OF ASIA--THALES OF MILETUS, AND BIAS OF PRIENE, PITTACUS OF MITYLENE, AND CLEOBULUS OF LINDOS; AND TWO OF EUROPE, SOLON THE ATHENIAN, AND CHILON THE LACEDAEMONIAN; AND THE SEVENTH, SOME SAY, WAS PERIANDER OF CORINTH; OTHERS, ANACHARSIS THE SCYTHIAN; OTHERS, EPIMENIDES THE CRETAN, WHOM PAUL KNEW AS A GREEK PROPHET, WHOM HE MENTIONS IN THE EPISTLE TO TITUS, WHERE HE SPEAKS THUS: "ONE OF THEMSELVES, A PROPHET OF THEIR OWN, SAID, THE CRETANS ARE ALWAYS LIARS, EVIL BEASTS, SLOW BELLIES. AND THIS WITNESS IS TRUE."(12) YOU SEE HOW EVEN TO THE PROPHETS OF THE GREEKS HE ATTRIBUTES SOMETHING OF THE TRUTH, AND IS NOT ASHAMED, (13) WHEN DISCOURSING FOR THE EDIFICATION OF SOME AND THE SHAMING OF OTHERS, TO MAKE USE OF GREEK POEMS. ACCORDINGLY, TO THE CORINTHIANS (FOR THIS IS NOT THE ONLY INSTANCE), WHILE DISCOURSING ON THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, HE MAKES USE OF A TRAGIC IAMBIC LINE, WHEN HE SAID, "WHAT ADVANTAGETH IT ME IF THE DEAD ARE NOT RAISED? LET US EAT AND DRINK, FOR TO-MORROW WE DIE. BE NOT DECEIVED; EVIL COMMUNICATIONS CORRUPT GOOD MANNERS."(1) OTHERS HAVE ENUMERATED ACUSILAUS THE ARGIVE AMONG THE SEVEN WISE MEN; AND OTHERS, PHERECYDES OF SYROS. AND PLATO SUBSTITUTES MYSO THE CHENIAN FOR PERIANDER, WHOM HE DEEMED UNWORTHY OF WISDOM, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS HAVING REIGNED AS A TYRANT. THAT THE WISE MEN AMONG THE GREEKS FLOURISHED AFTER THE AGE OF MOSES, WILL, A LITTLE AFTER, BE SHOWN. BUT THE STYLE OF PHILOSOPHY AMONG THEM, AS HEBRAIC AND ENIGMATICAL, IS NOW TO BE CONSIDERED. THEY ADOPTED BREVITY, AS SUITED FOR EXHORTATION, AND MOST USEFUL. EVEN PLATO SAYS, THAT OF OLD THIS MODE WAS PURPOSELY IN VOGUE AMONG ALL THE GREEKS, ESPECIALLY THE LACEDAEMONIANS AND CRETANS, WHO ENJOYED THE BEST LAWS. THE EXPRESSION, "KNOW THYSELF," SOME SUPPOSED TO BE CHILON'S. BUT CHAMAELEON, IN HIS BOOK ABOUT THE GODS, ASCRIBES IT TO THALES; ARISTOTLE TO THE PYTHIAN. IT MAY BE AN INJUNCTION TO THE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE. FOR IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO KNOW THE PARTS WITHOUT THE ESSENCE OF THE WHOLE; AND ONE MUST STUDY THE GENESIS OF THE UNIVERSE, THAT THEREBY WE MAY BE ABLE TO LEARN THE NATURE OF MAN. AGAIN, TO CHILON THE LACEDAEMONIAN THEY ATTRIBUTE, "LET NOTHING BE TOO MUCH."(2) STRATO, IN HIS BOOK OF INVENTIONS, ASCRIBES THE APOPHTHEGM TO STRATODEMUS OF TEGEA. DIDYMUS ASSIGNS IT TO SOLON; AS ALSO TO CLEOBULUS THE SAYING, "A MIDDLE COURSE IS BEST." AND THE EXPRESSION, "COME UNDER A PLEDGE, AND MISCHIEF IS AT HAND," CLEOMENES SAYS, IN HIS BOOK CONCERNING HESIOD, WAS UTTERED BEFORE BY HOMER IN THE LINES: "WRETCHED PLEDGES, FOR THE WRETCHED, TO BE PLEDGED."(3) THE ARISTOTELIANS JUDGE IT TO BE CHILON'S; BUT DIDYMUS SAYS THE ADVICE WAS THAT OF THALES. THEN, NEXT IN ORDER, THE SAYING, "ALL MEN ARE BAD," OR, "THE MOST OF MEN ARE BAD" (FOR THE SAME APOPHTHEGM IS EXPRESSED IN TWO WAYS), SOTADES THE BYZANTIAN SAYS THAT IT WAS BIAS'S. AND THE APHORISM, "PRACTICE CONQUERS EVERYTHING,"(4) THEY WILL HAVE IT TO BE PERIANDER'S; AND LIKEWISE, THE ADVICE, "KNOW THE OPPORTUNITY," TO HAVE BEEN A SAYING OF PITTACUS. SOLON MADE LAWS FOR THE ATHENIANS, PITTACUS FOR THE MITYLENIANS. AND AT A LATE DATE, PYTHAGORAS, THE PUPIL OF PHERECYDES, FIRST CALLED HIMSELF A PHILOSOPHER. ACCORDINGLY, AFTER THE FORE-MENTIONED THREE MEN, THERE WERE THREE SCHOOLS OF PHILOSOPHY, NAMED AFTER THE PLACES WHERE THEY LIVED: THE ITALIC FROM PYTHAGORAS, THE IONIC FROM THALES, THE ELEATIC FROM XENOPHANES. PYTHAGORAS WAS A SAMIAN, THE SON OF MNESARCHUS, AS HIPPOBOTUS SAYS: CORDING TO ARISTOXENUS, IN HIS LIFE OF PYTHAGORAS AND ARISTARCHUS AND THEOPOMPUS, HE WAS A TUSCAN; AND ACCORDING TO NEANTHES, A SYRIAN OR A TYRIAN. SO THAT PYTHAGORAS WAS, ACCORDING TO THE MOST, OF BARBARIAN EXTRACTION. THAIES, TOO, AS LEANDER AND HERODOTUS RELATE, WAS A PHOENICIAN; AS SOME SUPPOSE, A MILESIAN. HE ALONE SEEMS TO HAVE MET THE PROPHETS OF THE EGYPTIANS. BUT NO ONE IS DESCRIBED AS HIS TEACHER, NOR IS ANY ONE MENTIONED AS THE TEACHER OF PHERECYDES OF SYROS, WHO HAD PYTHAGORAS AS HIS PUPIL. BUT THE ITALIC PHILOSOPHY, THAT OF PYTHAGORAS, GREW OLD IN METAPONTUM IN ITALY. ANAXIMANDER OF MILETUS, THE SON OF PRAXIADES, SUCCEEDED THALES; AND WAS HIMSELF SUCCEEDED BY ANAXIMENES OF MILETUS, THE SON OF EURUSTRATUS; AFTER WHOM CAME ANAXAGORAS OF CLAZOMENAE, THE SON OF HEGESIBULUS. (5) HE TRANSFERRED HIS SCHOOL FROM IONIA TO ATHENS. HE WAS SUCCEEDED BY ARCHELAUS, WHOSE PUPIL SOCRATES WAS. "FROM THESE TURNED ASIDE, THE STONE-MASON; TALKER ABOUT LAWS; THE ENCHANTER OF THE GREEKS," SAYS TIMON IN HIS SATIRICAL POEMS, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS QUITTING PHYSICS FOR ETHICS. ANTISTHENES, AFTER BEING A PUPIL OF SOCRATES, INTRODUCED THE CYNIC PHILOSOPHY; AND PLATO WITHDREW TO THE ACADEMY. ARISTOTLE, AFTER STUDYING PHILOSOPHY UNDER PLATO, WITHDREW TO THE LYCEUM, AND FOUNDED THE PERIPATETIC SECT. HE WAS SUCCEEDED BY THEOPHRASTUS, WHO WAS SUCCEEDED BY STRATO, AND HE BY LYCON, THEN CRITOLAUS, AND THEN DIODORUS. SPEUSIPPUS WAS THE SUCCESSOR OF PLATO; HIS SUCCESSOR WAS XENOCRATES; AND THE SUCCESSOR OF THE LATTER, POLEMO. AND THE DISCIPLES OF POLEMO WERE CRATES AND CRANTOR, IN WHOM THE OLD ACADEMY FOUNDED BY PLATO CEASED. ARCESILAUS WAS THE ASSOCIATE OF CRANTOR; FROM WHOM, DOWN TO HEGESILAUS, THE MIDDLE ACADEMY FLOURISHED. THEN CARNEADES SUCCEEDED HEGESILAUS, AND OTHERS CAME IN SUCCESSION. THE DISCIPLE OF CRATES WAS ZENO OF CITIUM, THE FOUNDER OF THE STOIC SECT. HE WAS SUCCEEDED BY CLEANTHES; AND THE LATTER BY CHRYSIPPUS, AND OTHERS AFTER HIM. XENOPHANES OF COLOPHON WAS THE FOUNDER OF THE ELEATIC SCHOOL, WHO, TIMAEUS SAYS, LIVED IN THE TIME OF HIERO, LORD OF SICILY, AND EPICHARMUS THE POET; AND APOLLODORUS SAYS THAT HE WAS BORN IN THE FORTIETH OLYMPIAD, AND REACHED TO THE TIMES OF DARIUS AND CYRUS. PARMENIDES, ACCORDINGLY, WAS THE DISCIPLE OF XENOPHANES, AND ZENO OF HIM; THEN CAME LEUCIPPUS, AND THEN DEMOCRITUS. DISCIPLES OF DEMOCRITUS WERE PROTAGORAS OF ABDERA, AND METRODORUS OF CHIOS, WHOSE PUPIL WAS DIOGENES OF SMYRNA; AND HIS AGAIN ANAXARCHUS, AND HIS PYRRHO, AND HIS NAUSIPHANES. SOME SAY THAT EPICURUS WAS A SCHOLAR OF HIS. SUCH, IN AN EPITOME, IS THE SUCCESSION OF THE PHILOSOPHERS AMONG THE GREEKS. THE PERIODS OF THE ORIGINATORS OF THEIR PHILOSOPHY ARE NOW TO BE SPECIFIED SUCCESSIVELY, IN ORDER THAT, BY COMPARISON, WE MAY SHOW THAT THE HEBREW: PHILOSOPHY WAS OLDER BY MANY GENERATIONS. (1) IT HAS BEEN SAID OF XENOPHANES THAT HE WAS THE FOUNDER OF THE ELEATIC PHILOSOPHY. AND EUDEMUS, IN THE ASTROLOGICAL HISTORIES, SAYS THAT THALES FORETOLD THE ECLIPSE OF THE SUN, WHICH TOOK PLACE AT THE TIME THAT THE MEDIANS AND THE LYDIANS FOUGHT, IN THE REIGN OF CYAXARES THE FATHER OF ASTYAGES OVER THE MEDES, AND OF ALYATTUS THE SON OF CROESUS OVER THE LYDIANS. HERODOTUS IN HIS FIRST BOOK AGREES WITH HIM. THE DATE IS ABOUT THE FIFTIETH OLYMPIAD. PYTHAGORAS IS ASCERTAINED TO HAVE LIVED IN THE DAYS OF POLYCRATES THE TYRANT, ABOUT THE SIXTY-SECOND OLYMPIAD. MNESIPHILUS IS DESCRIBED AS A FOLLOWER OF SOLON, AND WAS A CONTEMPORARY OF THEMISTOCLES. SOLON THEREFORE FLOURISHED ABOUT THE FORTY-SIXTH OLYMPIAD. FOR HERACLITUS, THE SON OF BAUSO, PERSUADED MELANCOMAS THE TYRANT TO ABDICATE HIS SOVEREIGNTY. HE DESPISED THE INVITATION OF KING DARIUS TO VISIT THE PERSIANS. 
CHAP. XV. THE GREEK PHILOSOPHY IN GREAT PART DERIVED FROM THE BARBARIANS. 
THESE ARE THE TIMES OF THE OLDEST WISE MEN AND PHILOSOPHERS AMONG THE GREEKS. AND THAT THE MOST OF THEM WERE BARBARIANS BY EXTRACTION, AND WERE TRAINED AMONG BARBARIANS, WHAT NEED IS THERE TO SAY? PYTHAGORAS IS SHOWN TO HAVE BEEN EITHER A TUSCAN OR A TYRIAN. AND ANTISTHENES WAS A PHRYGIAN. AND ORPHEUS WAS AN ODRYSIAN OR A THRACIAN. THE MOST, TOO, SHOW HOMER TO HAVE BEEN AN EGYPTIAN. THALES WAS A PHOENICIAN BY BIRTH, AND WAS SAID TO HAVE CONSORTED WITH THE PROPHETS OF THE EGYPTIANS; AS ALSO PYTHAGORAS DID WITH THE SAME PERSONS, BY WHOM HE WAS CIRCUMCISED, THAT HE MIGHT ENTER THE ADYTUM AND LEARN FROM THE EGYPTIANS THE MYSTIC PHILOSOPHY. HE HELD CONVERSE WITH THE CHIEF OF THE CHALDEANS AND THE MAGI; AND HE GAVE A HINT OF THE CHURCH, NOW SO CALLED, IN THE COMMON HALL (2) WHICH HE MAINTAINED. AND PLATO DOES NOT DENY THAT HE PROCURED ALL THAT IS MOST EXCELLENT IN PHILOSOPHY FROM THE BARBARIANS; AND HE ADMITS THAT HE CAME INTO EGYPT. WHENCE, WRITING IN THE PHOEDO THAT THE PHILOSOPHER CAN RECEIVE AID FROM ALL SIDES, HE SAID: "GREAT INDEED IS GREECE, O CEBES, IN WHICH EVERYWHERE THERE ARE GOOD MEN, AND MANY ARE THE RACES OF THE BARBARIANS."(3) THUS PLATO THINKS THAT SOME OF THE BARBARIANS, TOO, ARE PHILOSOPHERS. BUT EPICURUS, ON THE OTHER HAND, SUPPOSES THAT ONLY GREEKS CAN PHILOSOPHIZE. AND IN THE SYMPOSIUM, PLATO, LANDING THE BARBARIANS AS PRACTICING PHILOSOPHY WITH CONSPICUOUS EXCELLENCE, (4) TRULY SAYS: "AND IN MANY OTHER INSTANCES BOTH AMONG GREEKS AND BARBARIANS, WHOSE TEMPLES REARED FOR SUCH SONS ARE ALREADY NUMEROUS." AND IT IS CLEAR THAT THE BARBARIANS SIGNALLY HONORED THEIR LAWGIVERS AND TEACHERS, DESIGNATING THEM GODS. FOR, ACCORDING TO PLATO, "THEY THINK THAT GOOD SOULS, ON QUITTING THE SUPER-CELESTIAL REGION, SUBMIT TO COME TO THIS TARTARUS; AND ASSUMING A BODY, SHARE IN ALL THE ILLS WHICH ARE INVOLVED IN BIRTH, FROM THEIR SOLICITUDE FOR THE RACE OF MEN;" AND THESE MAKE LAWS AND PUBLISH PHILOSOPHY, "THAN WHICH NO GREATER BOON EVER CAME FROM THE GODS TO THE RACE OF MEN, OR WILL COME."(5) AND AS APPEARS TO ME, IT WAS IN CONSEQUENCE OF PERCEIVING THE GREAT BENEFIT WHICH IS CONFERRED THROUGH WISE MEN, THAT THE MEN THEMSELVES WERE HONORED AND PHILOSOPHY CULTIVATED PUBLICLY BY ALL THE BRAHMINS, AND THE ODRYSI, AND THE GETAE. AND SUCH WERE STRICTLY DEIFIED BY THE RACE OF THE EGYPTIANS, BY THE CHALDEANS AND THE ARABIANS, CALLED THE HAPPY, AND THOSE THAT INHABITED PALESTINE, BY NOT THE LEAST PORTION OF THE PERSIAN RACE, AND BY INNUMERABLE OTHER RACES BESIDES THESE. AND IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT PLATO IS FOUND PERPETUALLY CELEBRATING THE BARBARIANS, REMEMBERING THAT BOTH HIMSELF AND PYTHAGORAS LEARNED THE MOST AND THE NOBLEST OF THEIR DOGMAS AMONG THE BARBARIANS. WHEREFORE HE ALSO CALLED THE RACES OF THE BARBARIANS, "RACES OF BARBARIAN PHILOSOPHERS," RECOGNIZING, IN THE PHAEDRUS, THE EGYPTIAN KING, AND SHOWS HIM TO US WISER THAN THEUT, WHOM HE KNEW TO BE HERMES. BUT IN THE CHARMIDES, IT IS MANIFEST THAT HE KNEW CERTAIN THRACIANS WHO WERE SAID TO MAKE THE SOUL IMMORTAL. AND PYTHAGORAS IS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN A DISCIPLE OF SONCHES THE EGYPTIAN ARCH-PROPHET; AND PLATO, OF SECHNUPHIS OF HELIOPOLIS; AND EUDOXUS, OF CNIDIUS OF KONUPHIS, WHO WAS ALSO AN EGYPTIAN. AND IN HIS BOOK, ON THE SOUL, (6) PLATO AGAIN MANIFESTLY RECOGNIZES PROPHECY, WHEN HE INTRODUCES A PROPHET ANNOUNCING THE WORD OF LACHESIS, UTTERING PREDICTIONS TO THE SOULS WHOSE DESTINY IS BECOMING FIXED. AND IN THE TIMEOUS HE INTRODUCES SOLON, THE VERY WISE, LEARNING FROM THE BARBARIAN. THE SUBSTANCE OF THE DECLARATION IS TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT: "O SOLON, SOLON, YOU GREEKS ARE ALWAYS CHILDREN. AND NO GREEK IS AN OLD MAN. FOR YOU HAVE NO LEARNING THAT IS HOARY WITH AGE."(1) DEMOCRITUS APPROPRIATED THE BABYLONIAN ETHIC DISCOURSES, FOR HE IS SAID TO HAVE COMBINED WITH HIS OWN COMPOSITIONS A TRANSLATION OF THE COLUMN OF ACICARUS. (2) AND YOU MAY FIND THE DISTINCTION NOTIFIED BY HIM WHEN HE WRITES, "THUS SAYS DEMOCRITUS." ABOUT HIMSELF, TOO, WHERE, PLUMING HIMSELF ON HIS ERUDITION, HE SAYS, "I HAVE ROAMED OVER THE MOST GROUND OF ANY MAN OF MY TIME, INVESTIGATING THE MOST REMOTE PARTS. I HAVE SEEN THE MOST SKIES AND LANDS, AND I HAVE HEARD OF LEARNED MEN IN VERY GREAT NUMBERS. AND IN COMPOSITION NO ONE HAS SURPASSED ME; IN DEMONSTRATION, NOT EVEN THOSE AMONG THE EGYPTIANS WHO ARE CALLED ARPENODAPTAE, WITH ALL OF WHOM I LIVED IN EXILE UP TO EIGHTY YEARS." FOR HE WENT TO BABYLON, AND PERSIS, AND EGYPT, TO LEARN FROM THE MAGI AND THE PRIESTS. ZOROASTER THE MAGUS, PYTHAGORAS SHOWED TO BE A PERSIAN. OF THE SECRET BOOKS OF THIS MAN, THOSE WHO FOLLOW THE HERESY OF PRODICUS BOAST TO BE IN POSSESSION. ALEXANDER, IN HIS BOOK ON THE PYTHAGOREAN SYMBOLS, RELATES THAT PYTHAGORAS WAS A PUPIL OF NAZARATUS THE ASSYRIAN A (SOME THINK THAT HE IS EZEKIEL; BUT HE IS NOT, AS WILL AFTERWARDS BE SHOWN), AND WILL HAVE IT THAT, IN ADDITION TO THESE, PYTHAGORAS WAS A HEARER OF THE GALATAE AND THE BRAHMINS. CLEARCHUS THE PERIPATETIC SAYS THAT HE KNEW A JEW WHO ASSOCIATED WITH ARISTOTLE. (4) HERACLITUS SAYS THAT, NOT HUMANLY, BUT RATHER BY GOD'S AID, THE SIBYL SPOKE. (5) THEY SAY, ACCORDINGLY, THAT AT DELPHI A STONE WAS SHOWN BESIDE THE ORACLE, ON WHICH, IT IS SAID, SAT THE FIRST SIBYL, WHO CAME FROM HELICON, AND HAD BEEN REARED BY THE MUSES. BUT SOME SAY THAT SHE CAME FROM MILEA, BEING THE DAUGHTER OF LAMIA OF SIDON. (6) AND SERAPION, IN HIS EPIC VERSES, SAYS THAT THE SIBYL, EVEN WHEN DEAD CEASED NOT FROM DIVINATION. AND HE WRITES THAT, WHAT PROCEEDED FROM HER INTO THE AIR AFTER HER DEATH, WAS WHAT GAVE ORACULAR UTTERANCES IN VOICES AND OMENS; AND ON HER BODY BEING CHANGED INTO EARTH, AND THE GRASS AS NATURAL GROWING OUT OF IT, WHATEVER BEASTS HAPPENING TO BE IN THAT PLACE FED ON IT EXHIBITED TO MEN AN ACCURATE KNOWLEDGE OF FUTURITY BY THEIR ENTRAILS. HE THINKS ALSO, THAT THE FACE SEEN IN THE MOON IS HER SOUL. SO MUCH FOR THE SIBYL. NUMA THE KING OF THE ROMANS WAS A PYTHAGOREAN, AND AIDED BY THE PRECEPTS OF MOSES, PROHIBITED FROM MAKING AN IMAGE OF GOD IN HUMAN FORM, AND OF THE SHAPE OF A LIVING CREATURE. ACCORDINGLY, DURING THE FIRST HUNDRED AND SEVENTY YEARS, THOUGH BUILDING TEMPLES, THEY MADE NO CAST OR GRAVEN IMAGE. FOR NUMA SECRETLY SHOWED THEM THAT THE BEST OF BEINGS COULD NOT BE APPREHENDED EXCEPT BY THE MIND ALONE. THUS PHILOSOPHY, A THING OF THE HIGHEST UTILITY, FLOURISHED IN ANTIQUITY AMONG THE BARBARIANS, SHEDDING ITS LIGHT OVER THE NATIONS. AND AFTERWARDS IT CAME TO GREECE. FIRST IN ITS RANKS WERE THE PROPHETS OF THE EGYPTIANS; AND THE CHALDEANS AMONG THE ASSYRIANS; AND THE DRUIDS AMONG THE GAUL’S; AND THE SAMANAEANS AMONG THE BACTRIANS; AND THE PHILOSOPHERS OF THE CELTS; AND THE MAGI OF THE PERSIANS, WHO FORETOLD THE SAVIOUR'S BIRTH, AND CAME INTO THE LAND OF JUDAEA GUIDED BY A STAR. THE INDIAN GYMNOSOPHISTS ARE ALSO IN THE NUMBER, AND THE OTHER BARBARIAN PHILOSOPHERS. AND OF THESE THERE ARE TWO CLASSES, SOME OF THEM CALLED SARMANAE, (7) AND OTHERS BRAHMINS. AND THOSE OF THE SARMANAE WHO ARE CALLED HYLOBII (8) NEITHER INHABIT CITIES, NOR HAVE ROOFS OVER THEM, BUT ARE CLOTHED IN THE BARK OF TREES, FEED ON NUTS, AND DRINK WATER IN THEIR HANDS. LIKE THOSE CALLED ENCRATITES IN THE PRESENT DAY, THEY KNOW NOT MARRIAGE NOR BEGETTING OF CHILDREN. SOME, TOO, OF THE INDIANS OBEY THE PRECEPTS OF BUDDHA; (9) WHOM, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS EXTRAORDINARY SANCTITY, THEY HAVE RAISED TO DIVINE HONORS. ANACHARSIS WAS A SCYTHIAN, AND IS RECORDED TO HAVE EXCELLED MANY PHILOSOPHERS AMONG THE GREEKS. AND THE HYPERBOREANS, HELLANICUS RELATES, DWELT BEYOND THE RIPHAEAN MOUNTAINS, AND INCULCATED JUSTICE, NOT EATING FLESH, BUT USING NUTS. THOSE WHO ARE SIXTY YEARS OLD THEY TAKE WITHOUT THE GATES, AND DO AWAY WITH. THERE ARE ALSO AMONG THE GERMANS THOSE CALLED SACRED WOMEN, WHO, BY INSPECTING THE WHIRLPOOLS OF RIVERS AND THE EDDIES, AND OBSERVING THE NOISES OF STREAMS, PRESAGE AND PREDICT FUTURE EVENTS. (10) THESE DID NOT ALLOW THE MEN TO FIGHT AGAINST CAESAR TILL THE NEW MOON SHONE. OF ALL THESE, BY FAR THE OLDEST IS THE JEWISH RACE; AND THAT THEIR PHILOSOPHY COMMITTED TO WRITING HAS THE PRECEDENCE OF PHILOSOPHY AMONG THE GREEKS, THE PYTHAGOREAN PHILO (11) SHOWS AT LARGE; AND, BESIDES HIM, ARISTOBULUS THE PERIPATETIC, AND SEVERAL OTHERS, NOT TO WASTE TIME, IN GOING OVER THEM BY NAME. VERY CLEARLY THE AUTHOR MEGASTHENES, THE CONTEMPORARY OF SELEUCUS NICANOR, WRITES AS FOLLOWS IN THE THIRD OF HIS BOOKS, ON INDIAN AFFAIRS: "ALL THAT WAS SAID ABOUT NATURE BY THE ANCIENTS IS SAID ALSO BY THOSE WHO PHILOSOPHIZE BEYOND GREECE: SOME THINGS BY THE BRAHMINS AMONG THE INDIANS, AND OTHERS BY THOSE CALLED JEWS IN SYRIA." SOME MORE. FABULOUSLY SAY THAT CERTAIN OF THOSE CALLED THE IDAEAN DACTYLI WERE THE FIRST WISE MEN; TO WHOM ARE ATTRIBUTED THE INVENTION OF WHAT ARE CALLED THE "EPHESIAN LETTERS," AND OF NUMBERS IN MUSIC. FOR WHICH REASON DACTYLS IN MUSIC RECEIVED THEIR NAME. AND THE IDAEAN DACTYLI WERE PHRYGIANS AND BARBARIANS. HERODOTUS RELATES THAT HERCULES, HAVING GROWN A SAGE AND A STUDENT OF PHYSICS, RECEIVED FROM THE BARBARIAN ATLAS, THE PHRYGIAN, THE COLUMNS OF THE UNIVERSE; THE FABLE MEANING THAT HE RECEIVED BY INSTRUCTION THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES. AND HERMIPPUS OF BERYTUS CALLS CHARON THE CENTAUR WISE; ABOUT WHOM, HE THAT WROTE THE BATTLE OF THE TITANS SAYS, "THAT HE FIRST LED THE RACE OF MORTALS TO RIGHTEOUSNESS, BY TEACHING THEM THE SOLEMNITY OF THE OATH, AND PROPITIATORY SACRIFICES AND THE FIGURES OF OLYMPUS." BY HIM ACHILLES, WHO FOUGHT AT TROY, WAS TAUGHT. AND HIPPO, THE DAUGHTER OF THE CENTAUR, WHO DWELT WITH AEOLUS, TAUGHT HIM HER FATHER'S SCIENCE, THE KNOWLEDGE OF PHYSICS. EURIPIDES ALSO TESTIFIES OF HIPPO AS FOLLOWS: "WHO FIRST, BY ORACLES, PRESAGED, AND BY THE RISING STARS, EVENTS DIVINE." BY THIS AEOLUS, ULYSSES WAS RECEIVED AS A GUEST AFTER THE TAKING OF TROY. MARK THE EPOCHS BY COMPARISON WITH THE AGE OF MOSES, AND WITH THE HIGH ANTIQUITY OF THE PHILOSOPHY PROMULGATED BY HIM. 
CHAP. XVI. THAT THE INVENTORS OF OTHER ARTS WERE MOSTLY BARBARIANS. 
AND BARBARIANS WERE INVENTORS NOT ONLY OF PHILOSOPHY, BUT ALMOST OF EVERY ART. THE EGYPTIANS WERE THE FIRST TO INTRODUCE ASTROLOGY AMONG MEN. SIMILARLY, ALSO THE CHALDEANS. THE EGYPTIANS FIRST SHOWED HOW TO BURN LAMPS, AND DIVIDED THE YEAR INTO TWELVE MONTHS, PROHIBITED INTERCOURSE WITH WOMEN IN THE TEMPLES, AND ENACTED THAT NO ONE SHOULD ENTER THE TEMPLES (1) FROM A WOMAN WITHOUT BATHING. AGAIN, THEY WERE THE INVENTORS OF GEOMETRY. THERE ARE SOME WHO SAY THAT THE CARIANS INVENTED PROGNOSTICATION BY THE STARS. THE PHRYGIANS WERE THE FIRST WHO ATTENDED TO THE FLIGHT OF BIRDS. AND THE TUSCANS, NEIGHBORS OF ITALY, WERE ADEPTS AT THE ART OF THE HARUSPEX. THE ISAURIANS AND THE ARABIANS INVENTED AUGURY, AS THE TELMESIANS DIVINATION BY DREAMS. THE ETRUSCANS INVENTED THE TRUMPET, AND THE PHRYGIANS THE FLUTE. FOR OLYMPUS AND MARSYAS WERE PHRYGIANS. AND CADMUS, THE INVENTOR OF LETTERS AMONG THE GREEKS, AS EUPHORUS SAYS, WAS A PHOENICIAN; WHENCE ALSO HERODOTUS WRITES THAT THEY WERE CALLED PHOENICIAN LETTERS. AND THEY SAY THAT THE PHOENICIANS AND THE SYRIANS FIRST INVENTED LETTERS; AND THAT APIS, AN ABORIGINAL INHABITANT OF EGYPT, INVENTED THE HEALING ART BEFORE IO CAME INTO EGYPT. BUT AFTERWARDS THEY SAY THAT ASCLEPIUS IMPROVED THE ART. ATLAS THE LIBYAN WAS THE FIRST WHO BUILT A SHIP AND NAVIGATED THE SEA. KELMIS AND DAMNANEUS, IDAEAN DACTYLI, FIRST DISCOVERED IRON IN CYPRUS. ANOTHER IDAEAN DISCOVERED THE TEMPERING OF BRASS; ACCORDING TO HESIOD, A SCYTHIAN. THE THRACIANS FIRST INVENTED WHAT IS CALLED A SCIMITAR (ARPH), IT IS A CURVED SWORD, AND WERE THE FIRST TO USE SHIELDS ON HORSEBACK. SIMILARLY, ALSO THE ILLYRIANS INVENTED THE SHIELD (PELTH). BESIDES, THEY SAY THAT THE TUSCANS INVENTED THE ART OF MOLDING CLAY; AND THAT ITANUS (HE WAS A SAMNITE) FIRST FASHIONED THE OBLONG SHIELD (QUREOS). CADMUS THE PHOENICIAN INVENTED STONECUTTING, AND DISCOVERED THE GOLD MINES ON THE PANGAEAN MOUNTAIN. FURTHER, ANOTHER NATION, THE CAPPADOCIANS, FIRST INVENTED THE INSTRUMENT CALLED THE NABLA, (2) AND THE ASSYRIANS IN THE SAME WAY THE DICHORD. THE CARTHAGINIANS WERE THE FIRST THAT CONSTRUCTED A TRITERME; AND IT WAS BUILT BY BOSPORUS, AN ABORIGINAL. (3) MEDEA, THE DAUGHTER OF AEETAS, A COLCHIAN, FIRST INVENTED THE DYEING OF HAIR. BESIDES, THE NOROPES (THEY ARE A PAEONIAN RACE, AND ARE NOW CALLED THE NORICI) WORKED COPPER, AND WERE THE FIRST THAT PURIFIED IRON. AMYCUS THE KING OF THE BEBRYCI WAS THE FIRST INVENTOR OF BOXING- GLOVES. (4) IN MUSIC, OLYMPUS THE MYSIAN PRACTICED THE LYDIAN HARMONY; AND THE PEOPLE CALLED TROGLODYTES INVENTED THE SAMBUCA, (5) A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT. IT IS SAID THAT THE CROOKED PIPE WAS INVENTED BY SATYRUS THE PHRYGIAN; LIKEWISE, ALSO DIATONIC HARMONY BY HYAGNIS, A PHRYGIAN TOO; AND NOTES BY OLYMPUS, A PHRYGIAN; AS ALSO THE PHRYGIAN HARMONY, AND THE HALF-PHRYGIAN AND THE HALF- LYDIAN, BY MARSYAS, WHO BELONGED TO THE SAME REGION AS THOSE MENTIONED ABOVE. AND THE DORIC WAS INVENTED BY THAMYRIS THE THRACIAN. WE HAVE HEARD THAT THE PERSIANS WERE THE FIRST WHO FASHIONED THE CHARIOT, AND BED, AND FOOTSTOOL; AND THE SIDONIANS THE FIRST TO CONSTRUCT A TRIREME. THE SICILIANS, CLOSE TO ITALY, WERE THE FIRST INVENTORS OF THE PHORMINX, WHICH IS NOT MUCH INFERIOR TO THE LYRE. AND THEY INVENTED CASTANETS. IN THE TIME OF SEMIRAMIS QUEEN OF THE ASSYRIANS, (1) THEY RELATE THAT LINEN GARMENTS WERE INVENTED. AND HELLANICUS SAYS THAT ATOSSA QUEEN OF THE PERSIANS WAS THE FIRST WHO COMPOSED A LETTER. THESE THINGS ARE REPORTED BY SEAME OF MITYLENE, THEOPHRASTUS OF EPHESUS, CYDIPPUS OF MANTINEA ALSO ANTIPHANES, ARISTODEMUS, AND ARISTOTLE AND BESIDES THESE, PHILOSTEPHANUS, AND ALSO STRATO THE PERIPATETIC, IN HIS BOOKS CONCERNING INVENTIONS. I HAVE ADDED A FEW DETAILS FROM THEM, IN ORDER TO CONFIRM THE INVENTIVE AND PRACTICALLY USEFUL GENIUS OF THE BARBARIANS, BY WHOM THE GREEKS PROFITED IN THEIR STUDIES. AND IF ANY ONE OBJECTS TO THE BARBAROUS LANGUAGE, ANACHARSIS SAYS, "ALL THE GREEKS SPEAK SCYTHIAN TO ME." IT WAS HE WHO WAS HELD IN ADMIRATION BY THE GREEKS, WHO SAID, "MY COVERING IS A CLOAK; MY SUPPER, MILK AND CHEESE." YOU SEE THAT THE BARBARIAN PHILOSOPHY PROFESSES DEEDS, NOT WORDS. THE APOSTLE THUS SPEAKS: "SO LIKEWISE YE, EXCEPT YE UTTER BY THE TONGUE A WORD EASY TO BE UNDERSTOOD, HOW SHALL YE KNOW WHAT IS SPOKEN? FOR YE SHALL SPEAK INTO THE AIR. THERE ARE, IT MAY BE, SO MANY KINDS OF VOICES IN THE WORLD, AND NONE OF THEM IS WITHOUT SIGNIFICATION. THEREFORE, IF I KNOW NOT THE MEANING OF THE VOICE, I SHALL BE UNTO HIM THAT SPEAKETH A BARBARIAN, AND HE THAT SPEAKETH SHALL BE A BARBARIAN UNTO ME." AND, "LET HIM THAT SPEAKETH IN AN UNKNOWN TONGUE PRAY THAT HE MAY INTERPRET."(2) NAY MORE, IT WAS LATE BEFORE THE TEACHING AND WRITING OF DISCOURSES REACHED GREECE. ALCMAEON, THE SON OF PERITHUS, OF CROTONA, FIRST COMPOSED A TREATISE ON NATURE. AND IT IS RELATED THAT ANAXAGORAS OF CLAZOMENAE, THE SON OF HEGESIBULUS, FIRST PUBLISHED A BOOK IN WRITING. THE FIRST TO ADAPT MUSIC TO POETICAL COMPOSITIONS WAS TERPANDER OF ANTISSA; AND HE SET THE LAWS OF THE LACEDAEMONIANS TO MUSIC. LASUS OF HERMIONE INVENTED THE DITHYRAMB; STESICHORUS OF HIMERA, THE HYMN; ALCMAN THE SPARTAN, THE CHORAL SONG; ANACREON OF TEES, LOVE SONGS; PINDAR THE THEBAN, THE DANCE ACCOMPANIED WITH SONG. TIMOTHEUS OF MILETUS WAS THE FIRST TO EXECUTE THOSE MUSICAL COMPOSITIONS CALLED NOMOI ON THE LYRE, WITH DANCING. MOREOVER, THE IAMBUS WAS INVENTED BY ARCHILOCHUS OF PARES, AND THE CHOLIAMBUS BY HIPPONAX OF EPHESUS. TRAGEDY OWED ITS ORIGIN TO THESPIS THE ATHENIAN, AND COMEDY TO SUSARION OF ICARIA. THEIR DATES ARE HANDED DOWN BY THE GRAMMARIANS. BUT IT WAS TEDIOUS TO SPECIFY THEM ACCURATELY: PRESENTLY, HOWEVER, DIONYSUS, ON WHOSE ACCOUNT THE DIONYSIAN SPECTACLES ARE CELEBRATED, WILL BE SHOWN TO BE LATER THAN MOSES. THEY SAY THAT ANTIPHON OF RHAMNUSIUM, THE SON OF SOPHILUS, FIRST INVENTED SCHOLASTIC DISCOURSES AND RHETORICAL FIGURES, AND WAS THE FIRST WHO PIED CAUSES FOR A FEE, AND WROTE A FORENSIC SPEECH FOR DELIVERY, (3) AS DIODORUS SAYS. AND APOLLODORUS OF CUMA FIRST ASSUMED THE NAME OF CRITIC, AND WAS CALLED A GRAMMARIAN. SOME SAY IT WAS ERATOSTHENES OF CYRENE WHO WAS FIRST SO CALLED, SINCE HE PUBLISHED TWO BOOKS WHICH HE ENTITLED GRAMMATICA. THE FIRST WHO WAS CALLED A GRAMMARIAN, AS WE NOW USE THE TERM, WAS PRAXIPHANES, THE SON OF DISNYSOPHENES OF MITYLENE. ZELEUCUS THE LOCRIAN WAS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN THE FIRST TO HAVE FRAMED LAWS (IN WRITING) OTHERS SAY THAT IT WAS MENOS THE SON OF ZEUS, IN THE TIME OF LYNCEUS. HE COMES AFTER DANAUS, IN THE ELEVENTH GENERATION FROM INACHUS AND MOSES; AS WE SHALL SHOW A LITTLE FURTHER ON. AND LYCURGUS, WHO LIVED MANY YEARS AFTER THE TAKING OF TROY, LEGISLATED FOR THE LACEDAEMONIANS A HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS BEFORE THE OLYMPIADS. WE HAVE SPOKEN BEFORE OF THE AGE OF SOLON. DRACO (HE WAS A LEGISLATOR TOO) IS DISCOVERED TO HAVE LIVED ABOUT THE THREE HUNDRED AND NINTH OLYMPIAD. ANTILOCHUS, AGAIN, WHO WROTE OF THE LEARNED MEN FROM THE AGE OF PYTHAGORAS TO THE DEATH OF EPICURUS, WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THE TENTH DAY OF THE MONTH GAMELION, MAKES UP ALTOGETHER THREE HUNDRED AND TWELVE YEARS. MOREOVER, SOME SAY THAT PHANOTHEA, THE WIFE OF ICARIUS, INVENTED THE HEROIC HEXAMETER; OTHERS THEMIS, ONE OF THE TITANIDES. DIDYMUS, HOWEVER, IN HIS WORK ON THE PYTHAGOREAN PHILOSOPHY, RELATES THAT THEANO OF CROTONA WAS THE FIRST WOMAN WHO CULTIVATED PHILOSOPHY AND COMPOSED POEMS THE HELLENIC PHILOSOPHY THEN, ACCORDING TO SOME, APPREHENDED THE TRUTH ACCIDENTALLY, DIMLY, PARTIALLY; AS OTHERS WILL HAVE IT, WAS SET A-GOING BY THE DEVIL. SEVERAL SUPPOSE THAT CERTAIN POWERS, DESCENDING FROM HEAVEN, INSPIRED THE WHOLE OF PHILOSOPHY. BUT IF THE HELLENIC PHILOSOPHY COMPREHENDS NOT THE WHOLE EXTENT OF THE TRUTH, AND BESIDES IS DESTITUTE OF STRENGTH TO PERFORM THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, YET IT PREPARES THE WAY FOR THE TRULY ROYAL TEACHING; TRAINING IN SOME WAY OR OTHER, AND MOLDING THE CHARACTER, AND FITTING HIM WHO BELIEVES IN PROVIDENCE FOR THE RECEPTION OF THE TRUTH. (4) 
CHAP. XVII. ON THE SAYING OF THE SAVIOUR, "ALL THAT CAME BEFORE ME WERE THIEVES AND ROBBERS."(5) 
BUT, SAY THEY, IT IS WRITTEN, "ALL WHO WERE BEFORE THE LORD'S ADVENT ARE THIEVES AND ROBBERS." ALL, THEN, WHO ARE IN THE WORD (FOR IT IS THESE THAT WERE PREVIOUS TO THE INCARNATION OF THE WORD) ARE UNDERSTOOD GENERALLY. BUT THE PROPHETS, BEING SENT AND INSPIRED BY THE LORD, WERE NOT THIEVES, BUT SERVANTS. THE SCRIPTURE ACCORDINGLY SAYS, "WISDOM SENT HER SERVANTS, INVITING WITH LOUD PROCLAMATION TO A GOBLET OF WINE."(1) BUT PHILOSOPHY, IT IS SAID, WAS NOT SENT BY THE LORD, BUT CAME STOLEN, OR GIVEN BY A THIEF. IT WAS THEN SOME POWER OR ANGEL THAT HAD LEARNED SOMETHING OF THE TRUTH, BUT ABODE NOT IN IT, THAT INSPIRED AND TAUGHT THESE THINGS, NOT WITHOUT THE LORD'S KNOWLEDGE, WHO KNEW BEFORE THE CONSTITUTION OF EACH ESSENCE THE ISSUES OF FUTURITY, BUT WITHOUT HIS PROHIBITION. FOR THE THEFT WHICH REACHED MEN THEN, HAD SOME ADVANTAGE; NOT THAT HE WHO PERPETRATED THE THEFT HAD UTILITY IN HIS EYE, BUT PROVIDENCE DIRECTED THE ISSUE OF THE AUDACIOUS DEED TO UTILITY. I KNOW THAT MANY ARE PERPETUALLY ASSAILING US WITH THE ALLEGATION, THAT NOT TO PREVENT A THING HAPPENING, IS TO BE THE CAUSE OF IT HAPPENING. FOR THEY SAY, THAT THE MAN WHO DOES NOT TAKE PRECAUTION AGAINST A THEFT, OR DOES NOT PREVENT IT, IS THE CAUSE OF IT: AS HE IS THE CAUSE OF THE CONFLAGRATION WHO HAS NOT QUENCHED IT AT THE BEGINNING; AND THE MASTER OF THE VESSEL WHO DOES NOT REEF THE SAIL, IS THE CAUSE OF THE SHIPWRECK. CERTAINLY, THOSE WHO ARE THE CAUSES OF SUCH EVENTS ARE PUNISHED BY THE LAW. FOR TO HIM WHO HAD POWER TO PREVENT, ATTACHES THE BLAME OF WHAT HAPPENS. WE SAY TO THEM, THAT CAUSATION IS SEEN IN DOING, WORKING, ACTING; BUT THE NOT PREVENTING IS IN THIS RESPECT INOPERATIVE. FURTHER, CAUSATION ATTACHES TO ACTIVITY; AS IN THE CASE OF THE SHIPBUILDER IN RELATION TO THE ORIGIN OF THE VESSEL, AND THE BUILDER IN RELATION TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE HOUSE. BUT THAT WHICH DOES NOT PREVENT IS SEPARATED FROM WHAT TAKES PLACE. WHEREFORE THE EFFECT WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED; BECAUSE THAT WHICH COULD HAVE PREVENTED NEITHER ACTS NOR PREVENTS. FOR WHAT ACTIVITY DOES THAT WHICH PREVENTS NOT EXERT? NOW THEIR ASSERTION IS REDUCED TO ABSURDITY, IF THEY SHALL SAY THAT THE CAUSE OF THE WOUND IS NOT THE DART, BUT THE SHIELD, WHICH DID NOT PREVENT THE DART FROM PASSING THROUGH; AND IF THEY BLAME NOT THE THIEF, BUT THE MAN WHO DID NOT PREVENT THE THEFT. LET THEM THEN SAY, THAT IT WAS NOT HECTOR THAT BURNED THE SHIPS OF THE GREEKS, BUT ACHILLES; BECAUSE, HAVING THE POWER TO PREVENT HECTOR, HE DID NOT PREVENT HIM; BUT OUT OF ANGER (AND IT DEPENDED ON HIMSELF TO BE ANGRY OR NOT) DID NOT KEEP BACK THE FIRE, AND WAS A CONCURRING CAUSE. NOW THE DEVIL, BEING POSSESSED OF FREE-WILL, WAS ABLE BOTH TO REPENT AND TO STEAL; AND IT WAS HE WHO WAS THE AUTHOR OF THE THEFT, NOT THE LORD, WHO DID NOT PREVENT HIM. BUT NEITHER WAS THE GIFT HURTFUL, SO AS TO REQUIRE THAT PREVENTION SHOULD INTERVENE. BUT IF STRICT ACCURACY MUST BE EMPLOYED IN DEALING WITH THEM, LET THEM KNOW, THAT THAT WHICH DOES NOT PREVENT WHAT WE ASSERT TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE THEFT, IS NOT A CAUSE AT ALL; BUT THAT WHAT PREVENTS IS INVOLVED IN THE ACCUSATION OF BEING A CAUSE. FOR HE THAT PROTECTS WITH A SHIELD IS THE CAUSE OF HIM WHOM HE PROTECTS NOT BEING WOUNDED; PREVENTING HIM, AS HE DOES, FROM BEING WOUNDED. FOR THE DEMON OF SOCRATES WAS A CAUSE, NOT BY NOT PREVENTING, BUT BY EXHORTING, EVEN IF (STRICTLY SPEAKING) HE DID NOT EXHORT. AND NEITHER PRAISES NOR CENSURES, NEITHER REWARDS NOR PUNISHMENTS, ARE RIGHT, WHEN THE SOUL HAS NOT THE POWER OF INCLINATION AND DISINCLINATION, BUT EVIL IS INVOLUNTARY. WHENCE HE WHO PREVENTS IS A CAUSE; WHILE HE WHO PREVENTS NOT JUDGES JUSTLY THE SOUL'S CHOICE. SO, IN NO RESPECT IS GOD THE AUTHOR OF EVIL. BUT SINCE FREE CHOICE AND INCLINATION ORIGINATE SINS, AND A MISTAKEN JUDGMENT SOMETIMES PREVAILS, FROM WHICH, SINCE IT IS IGNORANCE AND STUPIDITY, WE DO NOT TAKE PAINS TO RECEDE, PUNISHMENTS ARE RIGHTLY INFLICTED. FOR TO TAKE FEVER IS INVOLUNTARY; BUT WHEN ONE TAKES FEVER THROUGH HIS OWN FAULT, FROM EXCESS, WE BLAME HIM. INASMUCH, THEN, AS EVIL IS INVOLUNTARY, FOR NO ONE PREFERS EVIL AS EVIL; BUT INDUCED BY THE PLEASURE THAT IS IN IT, AND IMAGINING IT GOOD, CONSIDERS IT DESIRABLE; SUCH BEING THE CASE, TO FREE OURSELVES FROM IGNORANCE, AND FROM EVIL AND VOLUPTUOUS CHOICE, AND ABOVE ALL, TO WITHHOLD OUR ASSENT FROM THOSE DELUSIVE PHANTASIES, DEPENDS ON OURSELVES. THE DEVIL IS CALLED "THIEF AND ROBBER;" HAVING MIXED FALSE PROPHETS WITH THE PROPHETS, AS TARES WITH THE WHEAT. "ALL, THEN, THAT CAME BEFORE THE LORD, WERE THIEVES AND ROBBERS;" NOT ABSOLUTELY ALL MEN, BUT ALL THE FALSE PROPHETS, AND ALL WHO WERE NOT PROPERLY SENT BY HIM. FOR THE FALSE PROPHETS POSSESSED THE PROPHETIC NAME DISHONESTLY, BEING PROPHETS, BUT PROPHETS OF THE LIAR. FOR THE LORD SAYS, "YE ARE OF YOUR FATHER THE DEVIL; AND THE LUSTS OF YOUR FATHER YE WILL DO. HE WAS A MURDERER FROM THE BEGINNING, AND ABODE NOT IN THE TRUTH, BECAUSE THERE IS NO TRUTH IN HIM. WHEN HE SPEAKETH A LIE, HE SPEAKETH OF HIS OWN; FOR HE IS A LIAR, AND THE FATHER OF IT."(2) BUT AMONG THE LIES, THE FALSE PROPHETS ALSO TOLD SOME TRUE THINGS. AND IN REALITY, THEY PROPHESIED "IN AN ECSTASY," AS (3) THE SERVANTS OF THE APOSTATE. AND THE SHEPHERD, THE ANGEL OF REPENTANCE, SAYS TO HERMAS, OF THE FALSE PROPHET: "FOR HE SPEAKS SOME TRUTHS. FOR THE DEVIL FILLS HIM WITH HIS OWN SPIRIT, IF PERCHANCE HE MAY BE ABLE TO CAST DOWN ANY ONE FROM WHAT IS RIGHT." ALL THINGS, THEREFORE, ARE DISPENSED FROM HEAVEN FOR GOOD, "THAT BY THE CHURCH MAY BE MADE KNOWN THE MANIFOLD WISDOM OF GOD, ACCORDING TO THE ETERNAL FOREKNOWLEDGE, (1) WHICH HE PURPOSED IN CHRIST."(2) NOTHING WITHSTANDS GOD: NOTHING OPPOSES HIM: SEEING HE IS LORD AND OMNIPOTENT. FURTHER, THE COUNSELS AND ACTIVITIES OF THOSE WHO HAVE REBELLED, BEING PARTIAL, PROCEED FROM A BAD DISPOSITION, AS BODILY DISEASES FROM A BAD CONSTITUTION, BUT ARE GUIDED BY UNIVERSAL PROVIDENCE TO A SALUTARY ISSUE, EVEN THOUGH THE CAUSE BE PRODUCTIVE OF DISEASE. IT IS ACCORDINGLY THE GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE, NOT TO ALLOW THE EVIL, WHICH HAS SPRUNG FROM VOLUNTARY APOSTASY, TO REMAIN USELESS, AND FOR NO GOOD, AND NOT TO BECOME IN ALL RESPECTS INJURIOUS. FOR IT IS THE WORK OF THE DIVINE WISDOM, AND EXCELLENCE, AND POWER, NOT ALONE TO DO GOOD (FOR THIS IS, SO TO SPEAK, THE NATURE OF GOD, AS IT IS OF FIRE TO WARM AND OF LIGHT TO ILLUMINE), BUT ESPECIALLY TO ENSURE THAT WHAT HAPPENS THROUGH THE EVILS HATCHED BY ANY, MAY COME TO A GOOD AND USEFUL ISSUE, AND TO USE TO ADVANTAGE THOSE THINGS WHICH APPEAR TO BE EVILS, AS ALSO THE TESTIMONY WHICH ACCRUES FROM TEMPTATION. THERE IS THEN IN PHILOSOPHY, THOUGH STOLEN AS THE FIRE BY PROMETHEUS, A SLENDER SPARK, CAPABLE OF BEING FANNED INTO FLAME, A TRACE OF WISDOM AND AN IMPULSE FROM GOD. WELL, BE IT SO THAT "THE THIEVES AND ROBBERS" ARE THE PHILOSOPHERS AMONG THE GREEKS, WHO FROM THE HEBREW PROPHETS BEFORE THE COMING OF THE LORD RECEIVED FRAGMENTS OF THE TRUTH, NOT WITH FULL KNOWLEDGE, AND CLAIMED THESE AS THEIR OWN TEACHINGS, DISGUISING SOME POINTS, TREATING OTHERS SOPHISTICALLY BY THEIR INGENUITY, AND DISCOVERING OTHER THINGS, FOR PERCHANCE THEY HAD "THE SPIRIT OF PERCEPTION."(3) ARISTOTLE, TOO, ASSENTED TO SCRIPTURE, AND DECLARED SOPHISTRY TO HAVE STOLEN WISDOM, AS WE INTIMATED BEFORE. AND THE APOSTLE SAYS, "WHICH THINGS WE SPEAK, NOT IN THE WORDS WHICH MAN'S WISDOM TEACHETH, BUT WHICH THE HOLY GHOST TEACHETH."(4) FOR OF THE PROPHETS IT IS SAID, "WE HAVE ALL RECEIVED OF HIS FULNESS,"(5) THAT IS, OF CHRIST'S. SO THAT THE PROPHETS ARE NOT THIEVES. "AND MY DOCTRINE IS NOT MINE," SAITH THE LORD, "BUT THE FATHER'S WHICH SENT ME." AND OF THOSE WHO STEAL HE SAYS: "BUT HE THAT SPEAKETH OF HIMSELF, SEEKETH HIS OWN GLORY."(6) SUCH ARE THE GREEKS, "LOVERS OF THEIR OWN SELVES, AND BOASTERS."(7) SCRIPTURE, WHEN IT SPEAKS OF THESE AS WISE, DOES NOT BRAND THOSE WHO ARE REALLY WISE, BUT THOSE WHO ARE WISE IN APPEARANCE. 
CHAP. XVIII. HE ILLUSTRATES THE APOSTLE'S SAYING, "I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE." 
AND OF SUCH IT IS SAID, "I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE: I WILL BRING TO NOTHING THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRUDENT." THE APOSTLE ACCORDINGLY ADDS, "WHERE IS THE WISE? WHERE IS THE SCRIBE? WHERE IS THE DISPUTER OF THIS WORLD?" SETTING IN CONTRADISTINCTION TO THE SCRIBES, THE DISPUTERS (8) OF THIS WORLD, THE PHILOSOPHERS OF THE GENTILES. "HATH NOT GOD MADE FOOLISH THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD?"(9) WHICH IS EQUIVALENT TO, SHOWED IT TO BE FOOLISH, AND NOT TRUE, AS THEY THOUGHT. AND IF YOU ASK THE CAUSE OF THEIR SEEMING WISDOM, HE WILL SAY, "BECAUSE OF THE BLINDNESS OF THEIR HEART;" SINCE "IN THE WISDOM OF GOD," THAT IS, AS PROCLAIMED BY THE PROPHETS, "THE WORLD KNEW NOT," IN THE WISDOM "WHICH SPOKE BY THE PROPHETS," "HIM,"(10) THAT IS, GOD,--"IT PLEASED GOD BY THE FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING"--WHAT SEEMED TO THE GREEKS FOOLISHNESS--"TO SAVE THEM THAT BELIEVE. FOR THE JEWS REQUIRE SIGNS," IN ORDER TO FAITH; "AND THE GREEKS SEEK AFTER WISDOM," PLAINLY THOSE REASONINGS STYLED "IRRESISTIBLE," AND THOSE OTHERS, NAMELY, SYLLOGISMS. "BUT WE PREACH JESUS CHRIST CRUCIFIED; TO THE JEWS A STUMBLING-BLOCK," BECAUSE, THOUGH KNOWING PROPHECY, THEY DID NOT BELIEVE THE EVENT: "TO THE GREEKS, FOOLISHNESS;" FOR THOSE WHO IN THEIR OWN ESTIMATION ARE WISE, CONSIDER IT FABULOUS THAT THE SON OF GOD SHOULD SPEAK BY MAN AND THAT GOD SHOULD HAVE A SON, AND ESPECIALLY THAT THAT SON SHOULD HAVE SUFFERED. WHENCE THEIR PRECONCEIVED IDEA INCLINES THEM TO DISBELIEVE. FOR THE ADVENT OF THE SAVIOR DID NOT MAKE PEOPLE FOOLISH, AND HARD OF HEART, AND UNBELIEVING, BUT MADE THEM UNDERSTANDING, AMENABLE TO PERSUASION, AND BELIEVING. BUT THOSE THAT WOULD NOT BELIEVE, BY SEPARATING THEMSELVES FROM THE VOLUNTARY ADHERENCE OF THOSE WHO OBEYED, WERE PROVED TO BE WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING, UNBELIEVERS AND FOOLS. "BUT TO THEM WHO ARE CALLED, BOTH JEWS AND GREEKS, CHRIST IS THE POWER OF GOD, AND THE WISDOM OF GOD." SHOULD WE NOT UNDERSTAND (AS IS BETTER) THE WORDS RENDERED, "HATH NOT GOD MADE FOOLISH THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD?" NEGATIVELY: "GOD HATH NOT MADE FOOLISH THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD?"--SO THAT THE CAUSE OF THEIR HARDNESS OF HEART MAY NOT APPEAR TO HAVE PROCEEDED FROM GOD, "MAKING FOOLISH THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD." FOR ON ALL ACCOUNTS, BEING WISE, THEY INCUR GREATER BLAME IN NOT BELIEVING THE PROCLAMATION. FOR THE PREFERENCE AND CHOICE OF TRUTH IS VOLUNTARY. BUT THAT DECLARATION, "I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE," DECLARES HIM TO HAVE SENT FORTH LIGHT, BY BRINGING FORTH IN OPPOSITION THE DESPISED AND CONTEMNED BARBARIAN PHILOSOPHY; AS THE LAMP, WHEN SHONE UPON BY THE SUN, IS SAID TO BE EXTINGUISHED, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS NOT THEN EXERTING THE SAME POWER. ALL HAVING BEEN THEREFORE CALLED, THOSE WHO ARE WILLING TO OBEY HAVE BEEN NAMED (1) "CALLED." FOR THERE IS NO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WITH GOD. THOSE OF EITHER RACE WHO HAVE BELIEVED, ARE "A PECULIAR PEOPLE."(2) AND IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES YOU WILL FIND THIS, WORD FOR WORD, "THOSE THEN WHO RECEIVED HIS WORD WERE BAPTIZED;"(3) BUT THOSE WHO WOULD NOT OBEY KEPT THEMSELVES ALOOF. TO THESE PROPHECIES SAYS, "IF YE BE WILLING AND HEAR ME, YE SHALL EAT THE GOOD THINGS OF THE LAND;"(4) PROVING THAT CHOICE OR REFUSAL DEPENDS ON OURSELVES. THE APOSTLE DESIGNATES THE DOCTRINE WHICH IS ACCORDING TO THE LORD, "THE WISDOM OF GOD," IN ORDER TO SHOW THAT THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY HAS BEEN COMMUNICATED BY THE SON. FURTHER, HE, WHO HAS A SHOW OF WISDOM, HAS CERTAIN EXHORTATIONS ENJOINED ON HIM BY THE APOSTLE: "THAT YE PUT ON THE NEW MAN, WHICH AFTER GOD IS RENEWED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUE HOLINESS. WHEREFORE, PUTTING AWAY LYING, SPEAK EVERY MAN TRUTH. NEITHER GIVE PLACE TO THE DEVIL. LET HIM THAT STOLE, STEAL NO MORE; BUT RATHER LET HIM LABOR, WORKING THAT WHICH IS GOOD" (AND TO WORK IS TO LABOR IN SEEKING THE TRUTH; FOR IT IS ACCOMPANIED WITH RATIONAL WELL-DOING), "THAT YE MAY HAVE TO GIVE TO HIM THAT HAS NEED,"(5) BOTH OF WORLDLY WEALTH AND OF DIVINE WISDOM. FOR HE WISHES BOTH THAT THE WORD BE TAUGHT, AND THAT THE MONEY BE PUT INTO THE BANK, ACCURATELY TESTED, TO ACCUMULATE INTEREST. WHENCE HE ADDS, "LET NO CORRUPT COMMUNICATION PROCEED OUT OF YOUR MOUTH,"--THAT IS "CORRUPT COMMUNICATION" WHICH PROCEEDS OUT OF CONCEIT, "BUT THAT WHICH IS GOOD FOR THE USE OF EDIFYING, THAT IT MAY MINISTER GRACE TO THE HEARERS." AND THE WORD OF THE GOOD GOD MUST NEEDS BE GOOD. AND HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THAT HE WHO SAVES SHALL NOT BE GOOD? 
CHAP. XIX. THAT THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE ATTAINED TO SOME PORTION OF TRUTH. 
SINCE, THEN, THE GREEKS ARE TESTIFIED TO HAVE LAID DOWN SOME TRUE OPINIONS, WE MAY FROM THIS POINT TAKE A GLANCE AT THE TESTIMONIES. PAUL, IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, IS RECORDED TO HAVE SAID TO THE AREOPAGITES, "I PERCEIVE THAT YE ARE MORE THAN ORDINARILY RELIGIOUS. FOR AS I PASSED BY, AND BEHELD YOUR DEVOTIONS, I FOUND AN ALTAR WITH THE INSCRIPTION, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. WHOM THEREFORE YE IGNORANTLY WORSHIP, HIM DECLARE I UNTO YOU. GOD, THAT MADE THE WORLD AND ALL THINGS THEREIN, SEEING THAT HE IS LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, DWELLETH NOT IN TEMPLES MADE WITH HANDS; NEITHER IS WORSHIPPED WITH MEN'S HANDS, AS THOUGH HE NEEDED ANYTHING, SEEING HE GIVETH TO ALL LIFE, AND BREATH, AND ALL THINGS; AND HATH MADE OF ONE BLOOD ALL NATIONS OF MEN TO DWELL ON ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND HATH DETERMINED THE TIMES BEFORE APPOINTED, AND THE BOUNDS OF THEIR HABITATION; THAT THEY SHOULD SEEK GOD, IF HAPLY THEY MIGHT FEEL AFTER HIM, AND FIND HIM; THOUGH HE BE NOT FAR FROM EVERY ONE OF US: FOR IN HIM WE LIVE, AND MOVE, AND HAVE OUR BEING; AS CERTAIN ALSO OF YOUR OWN POETS HAVE SAID, FOR WE ALSO ARE HIS OFFSPRING."(6) WHENCE IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE APOSTLE, BY AVAILING HIMSELF OF POETICAL EXAMPLES FROM THE PHENOMENA OF ARATUS, APPROVES OF WHAT HAD BEEN WELL SPOKEN BY THE GREEKS; AND INTIMATES THAT, BY THE UNKNOWN GOD, GOD THE CREATOR WAS IN A ROUNDABOUT WAY WORSHIPPED BY THE GREEKS; BUT THAT IT WAS NECESSARY BY POSITIVE KNOWLEDGE TO APPREHEND AND LEARN HIM BY THE SON. "WHEREFORE, THEN, I SEND THEE TO THE GENTILES," IT IS SAID, "TO OPEN THEIR EYES, AND TO TURN THEM FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT, AND FROM THE POWER OF SATAN UNTO GOD; THAT THEY MAY RECEIVE FORGIVENESS OF SINS, AND INHERITANCE AMONG THEM THAT ARE SANCTIFIED BY FAITH WHICH IS IN ME."(7) SUCH, THEN, ARE THE EYES OF THE BLIND WHICH ARE OPENED. THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER BY THE SON IS THE COMPREHENSION OF THE "GREEK CIRCUMLOCUTION;"(8) AND TO TURN FROM THE POWER OF SATAN IS TO CHANGE FROM SIN, THROUGH WHICH BONDAGE WAS PRODUCED. WE DO NOT, INDEED, RECEIVE ABSOLUTELY ALL PHILOSOPHY, BUT THAT OF WHICH SOCRATES (9) SPEAKS IN PLATO. "FOR THERE ARE (AS THEY SAY) IN THE MYSTERIES MANY BEARERS OF THE THYRSUS, BUT FEW BACCHANALS;" MEANING, "THAT MANY ARE CALLED, BUT FEW CHOSEN." HE ACCORDINGLY PLAINLY ADDS: "THESE, IN MY OPINION, ARE NONE ELSE THAN THOSE WHO HAVE PHILOSOPHIZED RIGHT; TO BELONG TO WHOSE NUMBER, I MYSELF HAVE LEFT NOTHING UNDONE IN LIFE, AS FAR AS I COULD, BUT HAVE ENDEAVORED IN EVERY WAY. WHETHER WE HAVE ENDEAVORED RIGHTLY AND ACHIEVED AUGHT, WE SHALL KNOW WHEN WE HAVE GONE THERE, IF GOD WILL, A LITTLE AFTERWARDS." DOES HE NOT THEN SEEM TO DECLARE FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES THE RIGHTEOUS MAN'S HOPE, THROUGH FAITH, AFTER DEATH? AND IN DEMODOCUS (10) (IF THAT IS REALLY THE WORK OF PLATO): "AND DO NOT IMAGINE THAT I CALL IT PHILOSOPHIZING TO SPEND LIFE POTTERING ABOUT THE ARTS, OR LEARNING MANY THINGS, BUT SOMETHING DIFFERENT; SINCE I, AT LEAST, WOULD CONSIDER THIS A DISGRACE." FOR HE KNEW, I RECKON, "THAT THE KNOWLEDGE OF MANY THINGS DOES NOT EDUCATE THE MIND,"(1) ACCORDING TO HERACLITUS. AND IN THE FIFTH BOOK OF THE REPUBLIC. (2) HE SAYS, "' SHALL WE THEN CALL ALL THESE, AND THE OTHERS WHICH STUDY SUCH THINGS, AND THOSE WHO APPLY THEMSELVES TO THE MEANER ARTS, PHILOSOPHERS?' 'BY NO MEANS,' I SAID, 'BUT LIKE PHILOSOPHERS.' 'AND WHOM,' SAID HE, 'DO YOU CALL TRUE?' 'THOSE,' SAID I,' WHO DELIGHT IN THE CONTEMPLATION OF TRUTH. FOR PHILOSOPHY IS NOT IN GEOMETRY, WITH ITS POSTULATES AND HYPOTHESES; NOR IN MUSIC, WHICH IS CONJECTURAL; NOR IN ASTRONOMY, CRAMMED FULL OF PHYSICAL, FLUID, AND PROBABLE CAUSES. BUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOOD AND TRUTH ITSELF ARE REQUISITE, WHAT IS GOOD BEING ONE THING, AND THE WAYS TO THE GOOD ANOTHER.'"(3) SO THAT HE DOES NOT ALLOW THAT THE CURRICULUM OF TRAINING SUFFICES FOR THE GOOD, BUT CO-OPERATES IN ROUSING AND TRAINING THE SOUL TO INTELLECTUAL OBJECTS. WHETHER, THEN, THEY SAY THAT THE GREEKS GAVE FORTH SOME UTTERANCES OF THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY BY ACCIDENT, IT IS THE ACCIDENT OF A DIVINE ADMINISTRATION (FOR NO ONE WILL, FOR THE SAKE OF THE PRESENT ARGUMENT WITH US, DEIFY CHANCE); OR BY GOOD FORTUNE, GOOD FORTUNE IS NOT UNFORESEEN. OR WERE ONE, ON THE OTHER HAND, TO SAY THAT THE GREEKS POSSESSED A NATURAL CONCEPTION OF THESE THINGS, WE KNOW THE ONE CREATOR OF NATURE; JUST AS WE ALSO CALL RIGHTEOUSNESS NATURAL; OR THAT THEY HAD A COMMON INTELLECT, LET US REFLECT WHO IS ITS FATHER, AND WHAT RIGHTEOUSNESS IS IN THE MENTAL ECONOMY. FOR WERE ONE TO NAME "PREDICTION,"(4) AND ASSIGN AS ITS CAUSE "COMBINED UTTERANCE,"(5) HE SPECIFIES FORMS OF PROPHECY. FURTHER, OTHERS WILL HAVE IT THAT SOME TRUTHS WERE UTTERED BY THE PHILOSOPHERS, IN APPEARANCE. THE DIVINE APOSTLE WRITES ACCORDINGLY RESPECTING US: "FOR NOW WE SEE AS THROUGH A GLASS;"(6) KNOWING OURSELVES IN IT BY REFLECTION, AND SIMULTANEOUSLY CONTEMPLATING, AS WE CAN, THE EFFICIENT CAUSE, FROM THAT, WHICH, IN US, IS DIVINE. FOR IT IS SAID, "HAVING SEEN THY BROTHER, THOU HAST SEEN THY GOD:" METHINKS THAT NOW THE SAVIOR GOD IS DECLARED TO US. BUT AFTER THE LAYING ASIDE OF THE FLESH, "FACE TO FACE," THEN DEFINITELY AND COMPREHENSIVELY, WHEN THE HEART BECOMES PURE. AND BY REFLECTION AND DIRECT VISION, THOSE AMONG THE GREEKS WHO HAVE PHILOSOPHIZED ACCURATELY, SEE GOD. FOR SUCH, THROUGH OUR WEAKNESS, ARE OUR TRUE VIEWS, AS IMAGES ARE SEEN IN THE WATER, AND AS WE SEE THINGS THROUGH PELLUCID AND TRANSPARENT BODIES. EXCELLENTLY THEREFORE SOLOMON SAYS: "HE WHO SOWETH RIGHTEOUSNESS, WORKETH FAITH."(7) "AND THERE ARE THOSE WHO, SEWING THEIR OWN, MAKE INCREASE."(8) AND AGAIN: "TAKE CARE OF THE VERDURE ON THE PLAIN, AND THOU SHALT CUT GRASS AND GATHER RIPE HAY, THAT THOU MAYEST HAVE SHEEP FOR CLOTHING."(9) YOU SEE HOW CARE MUST BE TAKEN FOR EXTERNAL CLOTHING AND FOR KEEPING. "AND THOU SHALT INTELLIGENTLY KNOW THE SOULS OF THY FLOCK."(10) "FOR WHEN THE GENTILES, WHICH HAVE NOT THE LAW, DO BY NATURE THE THINGS CONTAINED IN THE LAW, THESE, HAVING NOT THE LAW, ARE A LAW UNTO THEMSELVES; UNCIRCUMCISION OBSERVING THE PRECEPTS OF THE LAW,"(11) ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE, BOTH BEFORE THE LAW AND BEFORE THE ADVENT. AS IF MAKING COMPARISON OF THOSE ADDICTED TO PHILOSOPHY WITH THOSE CALLED HERETICS,(12) THE WORD MOST CLEARLY SAYS: "BETTER IS A FRIEND THAT IS NEAR, THAN A BROTHER THAT DWELLETH AFAR OFF."(13) "AND HE WHO RELIES ON FALSEHOODS, FEEDS ON THE WINDS, AND PURSUES WINGED BIRDS."(14) I DO NOT THINK THAT PHILOSOPHY DIRECTLY DECLARES THE WORD, ALTHOUGH IN MANY INSTANCES PHILOSOPHY ATTEMPTS AND PERSUASIVELY TEACHES US PROBABLE ARGUMENTS; BUT IT ASSAILS THE SECTS. ACCORDINGLY IT IS ADDED: "FOR HE HATH FORSAKEN THE WAYS OF HIS OWN VINEYARD, AND WANDERED IN THE TRACKS OF HIS OWN HUSBANDRY." SUCH ARE THE SECTS WHICH DESERTED THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH. (12) NOW HE WHO HAS FALLEN INTO HERESY PASSES THROUGH AN ARID WILDERNESS, ABANDONING THE ONLY TRUE GOD, DESTITUTE OF GOD, SEEKING WATERLESS WATER, REACHING AN UNINHABITED AND THIRSTY LAND, COLLECTING STERILITY WITH HIS HANDS. AND THOSE DESTITUTE OF PRUDENCE, THAT IS, THOSE INVOLVED IN HERESIES, "I ENJOIN," REMARKS WISDOM, SAYING, "TOUCH SWEETLY STOLEN BREAD AND THE SWEET WATER OF THEFT;"(15) THE SCRIPTURE MANIFESTLY APPLYING THE TERMS BREAD AND WATER TO NOTHING ELSE BUT TO THOSE HERESIES, WHICH EMPLOY BREAD AND WATER IN THE OBLATION, NOT ACCORDING TO THE CANON OF THE CHURCH. FOR THERE ARE THOSE WHO CELEBRATE THE EUCHARIST WITH MERE WATER. "BUT BEGONE, STAY NOT IN HER PLACE:" DACE IS THE SYNAGOGUE, NOT THE CHURCH. HE CALLS IT BY THE EQUIVOCAL NAME, PLACE. THEN HE SUBJOINS: "FOR SO SHALT THOU PASS THROUGH THE WATER OF ANOTHER;" RECKONING HERETICAL BAPTISM NOT PROPER AND TRUE WATER. "AND THOU SHALT PASS OVER ANOTHER'S RIVER," THAT RUSHES ALONG AND SWEEPS DOWN TO THE SEA; INTO WHICH HE IS CAST WHO, HAVING DIVERGED FROM THE STABILITY WHICH IS ACCORDING TO TRUTH, RUSHES BACK INTO THE HEATHENISH AND TUMULTUOUS WAVES OF LIFE. 
CHAP. XX. IN WHAT RESPECT PHILOSOPHY CONTRIBUTES TO THE COMPREHENSION OF DIVINE TRUTH. 
AS MANY MEN DRAWING DOWN THE SHIP, CANNOT BE CALLED MANY CAUSES, BUT ONE CAUSE CONSISTING OF MANY;--FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL BY HIMSELF IS NOT THE CAUSE OF THE SHIP BEING DRAWN, BUT ALONG WITH THE REST;--SO ALSO PHILOSOPHY, BEING THE SEARCH FOR TRUTH, CONTRIBUTES TO THE COMPREHENSION OF TRUTH; NOT AS BEING THE CAUSE OF COMPREHENSION, BUT A CAUSE ALONG WITH OTHER THINGS, AND CO-OPERATOR; PERHAPS ALSO A JOINT CAUSE. AND AS THE SEVERAL VIRTUES ARE CAUSES OF THE HAPPINESS OF ONE INDIVIDUAL; AND AS BOTH THE SUN, AND THE FIRE, AND THE BATH, AND CLOTHING ARE OF ONE GETTING WARM: SO, WHILE TRUTH IS ONE, MANY THINGS CONTRIBUTE TO ITS INVESTIGATION. BUT ITS DISCOVERY IS BY THE SON. IF THEN WE CONSIDER, VIRTUE IS, IN POWER, ONE. BUT IT IS THE CASE, THAT WHEN EXHIBITED IN SOME THINGS, IT IS CALLED PRUDENCE, IN OTHERS TEMPERANCE, AND IN OTHERS MANLINESS OR RIGHTEOUSNESS. BY THE SAME ANALOGY, WHILE TRUTH IS ONE, IN GEOMETRY THERE IS THE TRUTH OF GEOMETRY; IN MUSIC, THAT OF MUSIC; AND IN THE RIGHT PHILOSOPHY, THERE WILL BE HELLENIC TRUTH. BUT THAT IS THE ONLY AUTHENTIC TRUTH, UNASSAILABLE, IN WHICH WE ARE INSTRUCTED BY THE SON OF GOD. IN THE SAME WAY WE SAY, THAT THE DRACHMA BEING ONE AND THE SAME, WHEN GIVEN TO THE SHIPMASTER, IS CALLED THE FARE; TO THE TAX-GATHERER, TAX; TO THE LANDLORD, RENT; TO THE TEACHER, FEES; TO THE SELLER, AN EARNEST. AND EACH, WHETHER IT BE VIRTUE OR TRUTH, CALLED BY THE SAME NAME, IS THE CAUSE OF ITS OWN PECULIAR EFFECT ALONE; AND FROM THE BLENDING OF THEM ARISES A HAPPY LIFE. FOR WE ARE NOT MADE HAPPY BY NAMES ALONE, WHEN WE SAY THAT A GOOD LIFE IS HAPPINESS, AND THAT THE MAN WHO IS ADORNED IN HIS SOUL WITH VIRTUE IS HAPPY. BUT IF PHILOSOPHY CONTRIBUTES REMOTELY TO THE DISCOVERY OF TRUTH, BY REACHING, BY DIVERSE ESSAYS, AFTER THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH TOUCHES CLOSE ON THE TRUTH, THE KNOWLEDGE POSSESSED BY US, IT AIDS HIM WHO AIMS AT GRASPING IT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WORD, TO APPREHEND KNOWLEDGE. BUT THE HELLENIC TRUTH IS DISTINCT FROM THAT HELD BY US (ALTHOUGH IT HAS GOT THE SAME NAME), BOTH IN RESPECT OF EXTENT OF KNOWLEDGE, CERTAINLY OF DEMONSTRATION, DIVINE POWER, AND THE LIKE. FOR WE ARE TAUGHT OF GOD, BEING INSTRUCTED IN THE TRULY "SACRED LETTERS"(1) BY THE SON OF GOD. WHENCE THOSE, TO WHOM WE REFER, INFLUENCE SOULS NOT IN THE WAY WE DO, BUT BY DIFFERENT TEACHING. AND IF, FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO ARE FOND OF FAULT-FINDING, WE MUST DRAW A DISTINCTION, BY SAYING THAT PHILOSOPHY IS A CONCURRENT AND COOPERATING CAUSE OF TRUE APPREHENSION, BEING THE SEARCH FOR TRUTH, THEN WE SHALL AVOW IT TO BE A PREPARATORY TRAINING FOR THE ENLIGHTENED MAN (TOU GNWSTIKOU); NOT ASSIGNING AS THE CAUSE THAT WHICH IS BUT THE JOINT-CAUSE; NOR AS THE UPHOLDING CAUSE, WHAT IS MERELY CO-OPERATIVE; NOR GIVING TO PHILOSOPHY THE PLACE OF A SINE QUA NON. SINCE ALMOST ALL OF US, WITHOUT TRAINING IN ARTS AND SCIENCES, AND THE HELLENIC PHILOSOPHY, AND SOME EVEN WITHOUT LEARNING AT ALL, THROUGH THE INFLUENCE OF A PHILOSOPHY DIVINE AND BARBAROUS, AND BY POWER, HAVE THROUGH FAITH RECEIVED THE WORD CONCERNING GOD, TRAINED BY SELF-OPERATING WISDOM. BUT THAT WHICH ACTS IN CONJUNCTION WITH SOMETHING ELSE, BEING OF ITSELF INCAPABLE OF OPERATING BY ITSELF, WE DESCRIBE AS CO-OPERATING AND CONCAUSING, AND SAY THAT IT BECOMES A CAUSE ONLY IN VIRTUE OF ITS BEING A JOINT-CAUSE, AND RECEIVES THE NAME OF CAUSE ONLY IN RESPECT OF ITS CONCURRING WITH SOMETHING ELSE, BUT THAT IT CANNOT BY ITSELF PRODUCE THE RIGHT EFFECT. ALTHOUGH AT ONE TIME PHILOSOPHY JUSTIFIED THE GREEKS, (2) NOT CONDUCTING THEM TO THAT ENTIRE RIGHTEOUSNESS TO WHICH IT IS ASCERTAINED TO COOPERATE, AS THE FIRST AND SECOND FLIGHT OF STEPS HELP YOU IN YOUR ASCENT TO THE UPPER ROOM, AND THE GRAMMARIAN HELPS THE PHILOSOPHER. NOT AS IF BY ITS ABSTRACTION, THE PERFECT WORD WOULD BE RENDERED INCOMPLETE, OR TRUTH PERISH; SINCE ALSO SIGHT, AND HEARING, AND THE VOICE CONTRIBUTE TO TRUTH, BUT IT IS THE MIND WHICH IS THE APPROPRIATE FACULTY FOR KNOWING IT. BUT OF THOSE THINGS WHICH CO-OPERATE, SOME CONTRIBUTE A GREATER AMOUNT OF POWER; SOME, A LESS. PERSPICUITY ACCORDINGLY AIDS IN THE COMMUNICATION OF TRUTH, AND LOGIC IN PREVENTING US FROM FALLING UNDER THE HERESIES BY WHICH WE ARE ASSAILED. BUT THE TEACHING, WHICH IS ACCORDING TO THE SAVIOR, IS COMPLETE IN ITSELF AND WITHOUT DEFECT, BEING "THE POWER AND WISDOM OF GOD;"(3) AND THE HELLENIC PHILOSOPHY DOES NOT, BY ITS APPROACH, MAKE THE TRUTH MORE POWERFUL; BUT RENDERING POWERLESS THE ASSAULT OF SOPHISTRY AGAINST IT, AND FRUSTRATING THE TREACHEROUS PLOTS LAID AGAINST THE TRUTH, IS SAID TO BE THE PROPER "FENCE AND WALL OF THE VINEYARD." AND THE TRUTH WHICH IS ACCORDING TO FAITH IS AS NECESSARY FOR LIFE AS BREAD; WHILE THE PREPARATORY DISCIPLINE IS LIKE SAUCE AND SWEETMEATS. "AT THE END OF THE DINNER, THE DESSERT IS PLEASANT," ACCORDING TO THE THEBAN PINDAR. AND THE SCRIPTURE HAS EXPRESSLY SAID, "THE INNOCENT WILL BECOME WISER BY UNDERSTANDING, AND THE WISE WILL RECEIVE KNOWLEDGE."(4) "AND HE THAT SPEAKETH OF HIMSELF," SAITH THE LORD, "SEEKETH HIS OWN GLORY; BUT HE THAT SEEKETH HIS GLORY THAT SENT HIM IS TRUE, AND THERE IS NO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS IN HIM."(5) ON THE OTHER HAND, THEREFORE, HE WHO APPROPRIATES WHAT BELONGS TO THE BARBARIANS, AND VAUNTS IT IS HIS OWN, DOES WRONG, INCREASING HIS OWN GLORY, AND FALSIFYING THE TRUTH. IT IS SUCH A ONE THAT IS BY SCRIPTURE CALLED A "THIEF." IT IS THEREFORE SAID, "SON, BE NOT A LIAR; FOR FALSEHOOD LEADS TO THEFT." NEVERTHELESS, THE THIEF POSSESSES REALLY, WHAT HE HAS POSSESSED HIMSELF OF DISHONESTLY, (1) WHETHER IT BE GOLD, OR SILVER, OR SPEECH, OR DOGMA. THE IDEAS, THEN, WHICH THEY HAVE STOLEN, AND WHICH ARE PARTIALLY TRUE, THEY KNOW BY CONJECTURE AND NECESSARY LOGICAL DEDUCTION: ON BECOMING DISCIPLES, THEREFORE, THEY WILL KNOW THEM WITH INTELLIGENT APPREHENSION. 
CHAP. XXI. THE JEWISH INSTITUTIONS AND LAWS OF FAR HIGHER ANTIQUITY THAN THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE GREEKS. 
ON THE PLAGIARIZING OF THE DOGMAS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS FROM THE HEBREWS, WE SHALL TREAT A LITTLE AFTERWARDS. BUT FIRST, AS DUE ORDER DEMANDS, WE MUST NOW SPEAK OF THE EPOCH OF MOSES, BY WHICH THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE HEBREWS WILL BE DEMONSTRATED BEYOND ALL CONTRADICTION TO BE THE MOST ANCIENT OF ALL WISDOM. THIS HAS BEEN DISCUSSED WITH ACCURACY BY TATIAN IN HIS BOOK TO THE GREEKS, AND BY CASSIAN IN THE FIRST BOOK OF HIS EXEGETICS. NEVERTHELESS, OUR COMMENTARY DEMANDS THAT WE TOO SHOULD RUN OVER WHAT HAS BEEN SAID ON THE POINT. APION, THEN, THE GRAMMARIAN, SURNAMED PLEISTONICES, IN THE FOURTH BOOK OF THE EGYPTIAN HISTORIES, ALTHOUGH OF SO HOSTILE A DISPOSITION TOWARDS THE HEBREWS, BEING BY RACE AN EGYPTIAN, AS TO COMPOSE A WORK AGAINST THE JEWS, WHEN REFERRING TO AMOSIS KING OF THE EGYPTIANS, AND HIS EXPLOITS, ADDUCES, AS A WITNESS, PTOLEMY OF MENDES. AND HIS REMARKS ARE TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT: AMOSIS, WHO LIVED IN THE TIME OF THE ARGIVE INACHUS, OVERTHREW ATHYRIA, AS PTOLEMY OF MENDES RELATES IN HIS CHRONOLOGY. NOW THIS PTOLEMY WAS A PRIEST; AND SETTING FORTH THE DEEDS OF THE EGYPTIAN KINGS IN THREE ENTIRE BOOKS, HE SAYS, THAT THE EXODUS OF THE JEWS FROM EGYPT, UNDER THE CONDUCT OF MOSES, TOOK PLACE WHILE AMOSIS WAS KING OF EGYPT. WHENCE IT IS SEEN THAT MOSES FLOURISHED IN THE TIME OF INACHUS. AND OF THE HELLENIC STATES, THE MOST ANCIENT IS THE ARGOLIC, I MEAN THAT WHICH TOOK ITS RISE FROM INACHUS, AS DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS TEACHES IN HIS TIMES. AND YOUNGER BY FORTY GENERATIONS THAN IT WAS ATTICA, FOUNDED BY CECROPS, WHO WAS AN ABORIGINAL OF DOUBLE RACE, AS TATIAN EXPRESSLY SAYS; AND ARCADIA, FOUNDED BY PELASGUS, YOUNGER TOO BY NINE GENERATIONS; AND HE, TOO, IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN AN ABORIGINAL. AND MORE RECENT THAN THIS LAST BY FIFTY-TWO GENERATIONS, WAS PTHIOTIS, ROUNDED BY DEUCALION. AND FROM THE TIME OF INACHUS TO THE TROJAN WAR TWENTY GENERATIONS OR MORE ARE RECKONED; LET US SAY, FOUR HUNDRED YEARS AND MORE. AND IF CTESIAS SAYS THAT THE ASSYRIAN POWER IS MANY YEARS OLDER THAN THE GREEK, THE EXODUS OF MOSES FROM EGYPT WILL APPEAR TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE FORTY-SECOND YEAR OF THE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE, (2) IN THE THIRTY-SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF BELOCHUS, IN THE TIME OF AMOSIS THE EGYPTIAN, AND OF INACHUS THE ARGIVE. AND IN GREECE, IN THE TIME OF PHORONEUS, WHO SUCCEEDED INACHUS, THE FLOOD OF OGYGES OCCURRED; AND MONARCHY SUBSISTED IN SICYON FIRST IN THE PERSON OF AEGIALEUS, THEN OF EUROPS, THEN OF TELCHES; IN CRETE, IN THE PERSON OF CRES. FOR ACUSILAUS SAYS THAT PHORONEUS WAS THE FIRST MAN. WHENCE, TOO, THE AUTHOR OF PHORONIS SAID THAT HE WAS "THE FATHER OF MORTAL MEN." THENCE PLATO IN THE TIMAEUS, FOLLOWING ACUSILAUS, WRITES: "AND WISHING TO DRAW THEM OUT INTO A DISCUSSION, RESPECTING ANTIQUITIES, HE (3) SAID THAT HE VENTURED TO SPEAK OF THE MOST REMOTE ANTIQUITIES OF THIS CITY (4) RESPECTING PHORONEUS, CALLED THE FIRST MAN, AND NIOBE, AND WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THE DELUGE." AND IN THE TIME OF PHORBUS LIVED ACTAEUS, FROM WHOM IS DERIVED ACTAIA, ATTICA; AND IN THE TIME OF TRIOPAS LIVED PROMETHEUS, AND ATLAS, AND EPIMETHEUS, AND CECROPS OF DOUBLE RACE, AND INO. AND IN THE TIME OF CROTOPUS OCCURRED THE BURNING OF PHAETHON, AND THE DELUGE S OF DEUCALION; AND IN THE TIME OF STHENELUS, THE REIGN OF AMPHICTYON, AND THE ARRIVAL OF DANAUS IN THE PELOPONNESUS; AND TRADER DARDANUS HAPPENED THE BUILDING OF DARDANIA, WHOM, SAYS HOMER, "FIRST CLOUD-COMPELLING ZEUS BEGAT," AND THE TRANSMIGRATION FROM CRETE INTO PHOENICIA. AND IN THE TIME OF LYNCEUS TOOK PLACE THE ABDUCTION OF PROSERPINE, AND THE DEDICATION OF THE SACRED ENCLOSURE IN ELEUSIS, AND THE HUSBANDRY OF TRIPTOLEMUS, AND THE ARRIVAL OF CADMUS IN THEBES, AND THE REIGN OF MINOS. AND IN THE TIME OF PROETUS THE WAR OF EUMOLPUS WITH THE ATHENIANS TOOK PLACE; AND IN THE TIME OF ACRISIUS, THE REMOVAL OF PELOPS FROM PHRYGIA, THE ARRIVAL OF ION AT ATHENS; AND THE SECOND CECROPS APPEARED, AND THE EXPLOITS OF PERSEUS AND DIONYSUS TOOK PLACE, AND ORPHEUS AND MUSAEUS LIVED. AND IN THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF AGAMEMNON, TROY WAS TAKEN, IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF DEMOPHON THE SON OF THESEUS AT ATHENS, ON THE TWELFTH DAY OF THE MONTH THARGELION, AS DIONYSIUS THE ARGIVE SAYS; BUT AEGIAS AND DERCYLUS, IN THE THIRD BOOK, SAY THAT IT WAS ON THE EIGHTH DAY OF THE LAST DIVISION OF THE MONTH PANEMUS; HELLANICUS SAYS THAT IT WAS ON THE TWELFTH OF THE MONTH THARGELION; AND SOME OF THE AUTHORS OF THE ATTICA SAY THAT IT WAS ON THE EIGHTH OF THE LAST DIVISION OF THE MONTH IN THE LAST YEAR OF MENESTHEUS, AT FULL MOON. "IT WAS MIDNIGHT," SAYS THE AUTHOR OF THE LITTLE ILIAD, "AND THE MOON SHONE CLEAR." OTHERS SAY, IT TOOK PLACE ON THE SAME DAY OF SCIROPHORION. BUT THESEUS, THE RIVAL OF HERCULES, IS OLDER BY A GENERATION THAN THE TROJAN WAR. ACCORDINGLY, TLEPOLEMUS, A SON OF HERCULES, IS MENTIONED BY HOMER, AS HAVING SERVED AT TROY. MOSES, THEN, IS SHOWN TO HAVE PRECEDED THE DEIFICATION OF DIONYSUS SIX HUNDRED AND FOUR YEARS, IF HE WAS DEIFIED IN THE THIRTY-SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF PERSEUS, AS APOLLODORUS SAYS IN HIS CHRONOLOGY. FROM BACCHUS TO HERCULES AND THE CHIEFS THAT SAILED WITH JASON IN THE SHIP ARGO, ARE COMPRISED SIXTY-THREE YEARS. AESCULAPIUS AND THE DIOSCURI SAILED WITH THEM, AS APOLLONIUS RHODIUS TESTIFIES IN HIS ARGONAUTICS. AND FROM THE REIGN OF HERCULES, IN ARGOS, TO THE DEIFICATION OF HERCULES AND OF AESCULAPIUS, ARE COMPRISED THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS, ACCORDING TO APOLLODORUS THE CHRONOLOGIST; FROM THIS TO THE DEIFICATION OF CASTOR AND POLLUX, FIFTY-THREE YEARS. AND AT THIS TIME TROY WAS TAKEN. AND IF WE MAY BELIEVE THE POET HESIOD, LET US HEAR HIM: "THEN TO JOVE, MAIA, ATLAS' DAUGHTER, BORE RENOWNED HERMES, HERALD OF THE IMMORTALS, HAVING ASCENDED THE SACRED COUCH. AND SEMELE, THE DAUGHTER OF CADMUS, TOO, BORE AN ILLUSTRIOUS SON, DIONYSUS, THE JOY-INSPIRING, WHEN SHE MINGLED WITH HIM IN LOVE."(1) CADMUS, THE FATHER OF SEMELE, CAME TO THEBES IN THE TIME OF LYNCEUS, AND WAS THE INVENTOR OF THE GREEK LETTERS. TRIOPAS WAS A CONTEMPORARY OF ISIS, IN THE SEVENTH GENERATION FROM INACHUS. AND ISIS, WHO IS THE SAME AS IO, IS SO CALLED, IT IS SAID, FROM HER GOING (IENAI) ROAMING OVER THE WHOLE EARTH. HER, ISTRUS, IN HIS WORK ON THE MIGRATION OF THE EGYPTIANS, CALLS THE DAUGHTER OF PROMETHEUS. PROMETHEUS LIVED IN THE TIME OF TRIOPAS, IN THE SEVENTH GENERATION AFTER MOSES. SO THAT MOSES APPEARS TO HAVE FLOURISHED EVEN BEFORE THE BIRTH OF MEN, ACCORDING TO THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE GREEKS. LEON, WHO TREATED OF THE EGYPTIAN DIVINITIES, SAYS THAT ISIS BY THE GREEKS WAS CALLED CERES, WHO LIVED IN THE TIME OF LYNCEUS, IN THE ELEVENTH GENERATION AFTER MOSES. AND APIS THE KING OF ARGOS BUILT MEMPHIS, AS ARISTIPPUS SAYS IN THE FIRST BOOK OF THE ARCADICA. AND ARISTEAS THE ARGIVE SAYS THAT HE WAS NAMED SERAPIS, AND THAT IT IS HE THAT THE EGYPTIANS WORSHIP. AND NYMPHODORUS OF AMPHIPOLIS, IN THE THIRD BOOK OF THE INSTITUTIONS OF ASIA, SAYS THAT THE BULL APIS, DEAD AND LAID IN A COFFIN (SOROS), WAS DEPOSITED IN THE TEMPLE OF THE GOD (DAIMONOS) THERE WORSHIPPED, AND THENCE WAS CALLED SOROAPIS, AND AFTERWARDS SERAPIS BY THE CUSTOM OF THE NATIVES. AND APIS IS THIRD AFTER INACHUS. FURTHER, LATONA LIVED IN THE TIME OF TITYUS. "FOR HE DRAGGED LATONA, THE RADIANT CONSORT OF ZEUS." NOW TITYUS WAS CONTEMPORARY WITH TANTALUS. RIGHTLY, THEREFOR, THE BOEOTIAN PINDAR WRITES, "AND IN TIME WAS APOLLO BORN;" AND NO WONDER WHEN HE IS FOUND ALONG WITH HERCULES, SERVING ADMETUS "FOR A LONG YEAR." ZETHUS AND AMPHION, THE INVENTORS OF MUSIC, LIVED ABOUT THE AGE OF CADMUS. AND SHOULD ONE ASSERT THAT PHEMONOE WAS THE FIRST WHO SANG ORACLES IN VERSE TO ACRISIUS, LET HIM KNOW THAT TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS AFTER PHEMONOE, LIVED ORPHEUS, AND MUSAEUS, AND LINUS THE TEACHER OF HERCULES. AND HOMER AND HESIOD ARE MUCH MORE RECENT THAN THE TROJAN WAR; AND AFTER THEM THE LEGISLATORS AMONG THE GREEKS ARE FAR MORE RECENT, LYCURGUS AND SOLON, AND THE SEVEN WISE MEN, AND PHERECYDES OF SYROS, AND PYTHAGORAS THE GREAT, WHO LIVED LATER, ABOUT THE OLYMPIADS, AS WE HAVE SHOWN. WE HAVE ALSO DEMONSTRATED MOSES TO BE MORE ANCIENT, NOT ONLY THAN THOSE CALLED POETS AND WISE MEN AMONG THE GREEKS, BUT THAN THE MOST OF THEIR DEITIES. NOR HE ALONE, BUT THE SIBYL ALSO IS MORE ANCIENT THAN ORPHEUS. FOR IT IS SAID, THAT RESPECTING HER APPELLATION AND HER ORACULAR UTTERANCES THERE ARE SEVERAL ACCOUNTS; THAT BEING A PHRYGIAN, SHE WAS CALLED ARTEMIS; AND THAT ON HER ARRIVAL AT DELPHI, SHE SANG "O DELPHIANS, MINISTERS OF FAR-DARTING APOLLO, I COME TO DECLARE THE MIND OF AEGIS-BEARING ZEUS, ENRAGED AS I AM AT MY OWN BROTHER APOLLO." THERE IS ANOTHER ALSO, AN ERYTHRAEAN, CALLED HEROPHILE. THESE ARE MENTIONED BY HERACLIDES OF PONTUS IN HIS WORK ON ORACLES. I PASS OVER THE EGYPTIAN SIBYL, AND THE ITALIAN, WHO INHABITED THE CARMENTALE IN ROME, WHOSE SON WAS EVANDER, WHO BUILT THE TEMPLE OF PAN IN ROME, CALLED THE LUPERCAL. IT IS WORTH OUR WHILE, HAVING REACHED THIS POINT, TO EXAMINE THE DATES OF THE OTHER PROPHETS AMONG THE HEBREWS WHO SUCCEEDED MOSES. AFTER THE CLOSE OF MOSES'S LIFE, JOSHUA SUCCEEDED TO THE LEADERSHIP OF THE PEOPLE, AND HE, AFTER WARRING FOR SIXTY-FIVE YEARS, RESTED IN THE GOOD LAND OTHER FIVE-AND-TWENTY. AS THE BOOK OF JOSHUA RELATES, THE ABOVE-MENTIONED MAN WAS THE SUCCESSOR OF MOSES TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS. THEN THE HEBREWS HAVING SINNED, WERE DELIVERED TO CHUSACHAR (2) KING OF MESOPOTAMIA FOR EIGHT YEARS, AS THE BOOK OF JUDGES MENTIONS. BUT HAVING AFTERWARDS BESOUGHT THE LORD, THEY RECEIVE FOR LEADER GOTHONIEL, (1) THE YOUNGER BROTHER OF CALEB, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, WHO, HAVING SLAIN THE KING OF MESOPOTAMIA, RULED OVER THE PEOPLE FORTY YEARS IN SUCCESSION. AND HAVING AGAIN SINNED, THEY WERE DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF AEGLOM (2) KING OF THE MOABITES FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS. BUT ON THEIR REPENTANCE, AOD, (3) A MAN WHO HAD EQUAL USE OF BOTH HANDS, OF THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM, WAS THEIR LEADER.FOR EIGHTY YEARS. IT WAS HE THAT DISPATCHED AEGLOM. ON THE DEATH OF AOD, AND ON THEIR SINNING AGAIN, THEY WERE DELIVERED INTO THE HAND OF JABIM (4) KING OF CANAAN TWENTY YEARS. AFTER HIM DEBORAH THE WIFE OF LAPIDOTH, OF THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM, PROPHESIED; AND OZIAS THE SON OF RHIESU WAS HIGH PRIEST. AT HER INSTANCE BARAK THE SON OF BENER, (5) OF THE TRIBE OF NAPHTALI, COMMANDING THE ARMY, HAVING JOINED BATTLE WITH SISERA, JABIM'S COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, CONQUERED HIM. AND AFTER THAT DEBORAH RULED, JUDGING THE PEOPLE FORTY YEARS. ON HER DEATH, THE PEOPLE HAVING AGAIN SINNED, WERE DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF THE MIDIANITES SEVEN YEARS. AFTER THESE EVENTS, GIDEON, OF THE TRIBE OF MANASSEH, THE SON OF JOAS, HAVING FOUGHT WITH HIS THREE HUNDRED MEN, AND KILLED A HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND, RULED FORTY YEARS; AFTER WHOM THE SON OF AHIMELECH, THREE YEARS. HE WAS SUCCEEDED BY BOLEAS, THE SON OF BEDAN, THE SON OF CHARRAN, (6) OF THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM, WHO RULED TWENTY-THREE YEARS. AFTER WHOM, THE PEOPLE HAVING SINNED AGAIN, WERE DELIVERED TO THE AMMONITES EIGHTEEN YEARS; AND ON THEIR REPENTANCE WERE COMMANDED BY JEPHTHA THE GILEADITE, OF THE TRIBE OF MANASSEH; AND HE RULED SIX YEARS. AFTER WHOM, ABATTHAN (7) OF BETHLEHEM, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDA, RULED SEVEN YEARS. THEN EBRON (8) THE ZEBULONITE, EIGHT YEARS. THEN EGLOM OF EPHRAIM, EIGHT YEARS. SOME ADD TO THE SEVEN YEARS OF ABATTHAN THE EIGHT OF EBROM. (9) AND AFTER HIM, THE PEOPLE HAVING AGAIN TRANSGRESSED, CAME UNDER THE POWER OF THE FOREIGNERS, THE PHILISTINES, FOR FORTY YEARS. BUT ON THEIR RETURNING [TO GOD], THEY WERE LED BY SAMSON, OF THE TRIBE OF DAN, WHO CONQUERED THE FOREIGNERS IN BATTLE. HE RULED TWENTY YEARS. AND AFTER HIM, THERE BEING NO GOVERNOR, ELI THE PRIEST JUDGED THE PEOPLE FOR FORTY YEARS. HE WAS SUCCEEDED BY SAMUEL THE PROPHET; CONTEMPORANEOUSLY WITH WHOM SAUL REIGNED, WHO HELD SWAY FOR TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS. HE ANOINTED DAVID. SAMUEL DIED TWO YEARS BEFORE SAUL, WHILE ABIMELECH WAS HIGH PRIEST. HE ANOINTED SAUL AS KING, WHO WAS THE FIRST THAT BORE REGAL SWAY OVER ISRAEL AFTER THE JUDGES; THE WHOLE DURATION OF WHOM, DOWN TO SAUL, WAS FOUR HUNDRED AND SIXTY-THREE YEARS AND SEVEN MONTHS. THEN IN THE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS THERE ARE TWENTY YEARS OF SAUL, DURING WHICH HE REIGNED AFTER HE WAS RENOVATED. AND AFTER THE DEATH OF SAUL, DAVID THE SON OF JESSE, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, REIGNED NEXT IN HEBRON, FORTY YEARS, AS IS CONTAINED IN THE SECOND BOOK OF KINGS. AND ABIATHAR THE SON OF ABIMELECH, OF THE KINDRED OF ELI, WAS HIGH PRIEST. IN HIS TIME GAD AND NATHAN PROPHESIED. FROM JOSHUA THE SON OF NUN, THEN, TILL DAVID RECEIVED THE KINGDOM, THERE INTERVENE, ACCORDING TO SOME, FOUR HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS. BUT, AS THE CHRONOLOGY SET FORTH SHOWS, FIVE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-THREE YEARS AND SEVEN MONTHS ARE COMPREHENDED TILL THE DEATH OF DAVID. AND AFTER THIS SOLOMON THE SON OF DAVID REIGNED FORTY YEARS. UNDER HIM NATHAN CONTINUED TO PROPHESY, WHO ALSO EXHORTED HIM RESPECTING THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE. ACHIAS OF SHILO ALSO PROPHESIED. AND BOTH THE KINGS, DAVID AND SOLOMON, WERE PROPHETS. AND SADOC THE HIGH PRIEST WAS THE FIRST WHO MINISTERED IN THE TEMPLE WHICH SOLOMON BUILT, BEING THE EIGHTH FROM AARON, THE FIRST HIGH PRIEST. FROM MOSES, THEN, TO THE AGE OF SOLOMON, AS SOME SAY, ARE FIVE HUNDRED AND NINETY-FIVE YEARS, AND AS OTHERS, FIVE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SIX. AND IF YOU COUNT, ALONG WITH THE FOUR HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS FROM JOSHUA TO DAVID, THE FORTY YEARS OF THE RULE OF MOSES, AND THE OTHER EIGHTY YEARS OF MOSES'S LIFE PREVIOUS TO THE EXODUS OF THE HEBREWS FROM EGYPT, YOU WILL MAKE UP THE SUM IN ALL OF SIX HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS. BUT OUR CHRONOLOGY WILL RUN MORE CORRECTLY, IF TO THE FIVE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-THREE YEARS AND SEVEN MONTHS TILL THE DEATH OF DAVID, YOU ADD THE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS OF MOSES AND THE FORTY YEARS OF SOLOMON. FOR YOU WILL MAKE UP IN ALL, DOWN TO THE DEATH OF SOLOMON, SIX HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-THREE YEARS AND SEVEN MONTHS. HIRAM GAVE HIS DAUGHTER TO SOLOMON ABOUT THE TIME OF THE ARRIVAL OF MENELAUS IN PHOENICIA, AFTER THE CAPTURE OF TROY, AS IS SAID BY MENANDER OF PERGAMUS, AND LAETUS IN THE PHOENICIA. AND AFTER SOLOMON, ROBOAM HIS SON REIGNED FOR SEVENTEEN YEARS; AND ABIMELECH THE SON OF SADOC WAS HIGH PRIEST. IN HIS REIGN, THE KINGDOM BEING DIVIDED, JEROBOAM, OF THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM, THE SERVANT OF SOLOMON, REIGNED IN SAMARIA; AND ACHIAS THE SHILONITE CONTINUED TO PROPHESY; ALSO, SAMAEAS THE SON OF AMAME, AND HE WHO CAME FROM JUDAH TO JEROBOAM, (10) AND PROPHESIED AGAINST THE ALTAR. AFTER HIM HIS SON ABIJAM, TWENTY-THREE YEARS; AND LIKEWISE, HIS SON ASAMAN. (1) THE LAST, IN HIS OLD AGE, WAS DISEASED IN HIS FEET; AND IN HIS REIGN PROPHESIED JEHU THE SON OF ANANIAS. AFTER HIM JEHOSAPHAT HIS SON REIGNED TWENTY-FIVE YEARS. (2) IN HIS REIGN PROPHESIED, ELIAS THE THESBITE, AND MICHAEAS THE SON OF JEBLA, AND ABDIAS THE SON OF ANANIAS. AND IN THE TIME OF MICHAEAS THERE WAS ALSO THE FALSE PROPHET ZEDEKIAS, THE SON OF CHONAAN. THESE WERE FOLLOWED BY THE REIGN OF JORAM THE SON OF JEHOSAPHAT, FOR EIGHT YEARS; DURING WHOSE TIME PROPHESIED ELIAS; AND AFTER ELIAS, ELISAEUS THE SON OF SAPHAT. IN HIS REIGN THE PEOPLE IN SAMARIA ATE DOVES' DUNG AND THEIR OWN CHILDREN. THE PERIOD OF JEHOSAPHAT EXTENDS FROM THE CLOSE OF THE THIRD BOOK OF KINGS TO THE FOURTH. AND IN THE REIGN OF JORAM, ELIAS WAS TRANSLATED, AND ELISAEUS THE SON OF SAPHAT COMMENCED PROPHESYING, AND PROPHESIED FOR SIX YEARS, BEING FORTY YEARS OLD. THEN OCHOZIAS REIGNED A YEAR. IN HIS TIME ELISAEUS CONTINUED TO PROPHESY, AND ALONG WITH HIM ADADONAEUS. (3) AFTER HIM THE MOTHER OF OZIAS, (4) GOTHOLIA, (5) REIGNED EIGHT (6) YEARS, HAVING SLAIN THE CHILDREN OF HER BROTHER. (7) FOR SHE WAS OF THE FAMILY OF AHAB. BUT THE SISTER OF OZIAS, JOSABAEA, STOLE JOAS THE SON OF OZIAS, AND INVESTED HIM AFTERWARDS WITH THE KINGDOM. AND IN THE TIME OF THIS GOTHOLIA, ELISAEUS WAS STILL PROPHESYING. AND AFTER HER REIGNED, AS I SAID BEFORE, JOASH, RESCUED BY JOSABAEA THE WIFE OF JODAE THE HIGH PRIEST, AND LIVED IN ALL FORTY YEARS. THERE ARE COMPRISED, THEN, FROM SOLOMON TO THE DEATH OF ELISAEUS THE PROPHET, AS SOME SAY, ONE HUNDRED AND FIVE YEARS; ACCORDING TO OTHERS, ONE HUNDRED AND TWO; AND, AS THE CHRONOLOGY BEFORE US SHOWS, FROM THE REIGN OF SOLOMON A HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-ONE. NOW FROM THE TROJAN WAR TO THE BIRTH OF HOMER, ACCORDING TO PHILOCHORUS, A HUNDRED AND EIGHTY YEARS ELAPSED; AND HE WAS POSTERIOR TO THE IONIC MIGRATION. BUT ARISTARCHUS, IN THE ARCHILOCHIAN MEMOIRS, SAYS THAT HE LIVED DURING THE IONIC MIGRATION, WHICH TOOK PLACE A HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS AFTER THE SIEGE OF TROY. BUT APOLLODORUS ALLEGES IT WAS A HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS AFTER THE IONIC MIGRATION, WHILE AGESILAUS SON OF DORYSSAEUS WAS KING OF THE LACEDAEMONIANS: SO THAT HE BRINGS LYCURGUS THE LEGISLATOR, WHILE STILL A YOUNG MAN, NEAR HIM. EUTHYMENES, IN THE CHRONICLES, SAYS THAT HE FLOURISHED CONTEMPORANEOUSLY WITH HESIOD, IN THE TIME OF ACASTUS, AND WAS BORN IN CHIOS ABOUT THE FOUR HUNDREDTH YEAR AFTER THE CAPTURE OF TROY. AND ARCHIMACHUS, IN THE THIRD BOOK OF HIS EUBOEAN HISTORY), IS OF THIS OPINION. SO THAT BOTH HE AND HESIOD WERE LATER THAN ELISAEUS, THE PROPHET. AND IF YOU CHOOSE TO FOLLOW THE GRAMMARIAN CRATES, AND SAY THAT HOMER WAS BORN ABOUT THE TIME OF THE EXPEDITION OF THE HERACLIDAE, EIGHTY YEARS AFTER THE TAKING OF TROY, HE WILL BE FOUND TO BE LATER AGAIN THAN SOLOMON, IN WHOSE DAYS OCCURRED THE ARRIVAL OF MENELAUS IN PHENICIA, AS WAS SAID ABOVE. ERATOSTHENES SAYS THAT HOMER'S AGE WAS TWO HUNDRED YEARS AFTER THE CAPTURE OF TROY. FURTHER, THEOPOMPUS, IN THE FORTY-THIRD BOOK OF THE PHILIPPICS, RELATES THAT HOMER WAS BORN FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER THE WAR AT TROY. AND EUPHORION, IN HIS BOOK ABOUT THE ALEUADES, MAINTAINS THAT HE WAS BORN IN THE TIME OF GYGES, WHO BEGAN TO REIGN IN THE EIGHTEENTH OLYMPIAD, WHO, ALSO HE SAYS, WAS THE FIRST THAT WAS CALLED TYRANT TURANNOS. SOSIBIUS LACON, AGAIN, IN HIS RECORD OF DATES, BRINGS HOMER DOWN TO THE EIGHTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF CHARILLUS THE SON OF POLYDECTUS. CHARILLUS REIGNED FOR SIXTY-FOUR YEARS, AFTER WHOM THE SON OF NICANDER REIGNED THIRTY- NINE YEARS. IN HIS THIRTY-FOURTH YEAR IT IS SAID THAT THE FIRST OLYMPIAD WAS INSTITUTED; SO THAT HOMER WAS NINETY YEARS BEFORE THE INTRODUCTION OF THE OLYMPIC GAMES. AFTER JOAS, AMASIAS HIS SON REIGNED AS HIS SUCCESSOR THIRTY-NINE YEARS. HE IN LIKE MANNER WAS SUCCEEDED BY HIS SON OZIAS, WHO REIGNED FOR FIFTY-TWO YEARS, AND DIED A LEPER. AND IN HIS TIME PROPHESIED AMOS, AND ISAIAH HIS SON, (8) AND HOSEA THE SON OF BEERI, AND JONAS THE SON OF AMATHI, WHO WAS OF GETHCHOBER, WHO PREACHED TO THE NINEVITES, AND PASSED THROUGH THE WHALE'S BELLY. THEN JONATHAN THE SON OF OZIAS REIGNED FOR SIXTEEN YEARS. IN HIS TIME ESAIAS STILL PROPHESIED, AND HOSEA, AND MICHAEAS THE MORASTHITE, AND JOEL THE SON OF BETHUEL. NEXT IN SUCCESSION WAS HIS SON AHAZ, WHO REIGNED FOR SIXTEEN YEARS. IN HIS TIME, IN THE FIFTEENTH YEAR, ISRAEL WAS CARRIED AWAY TO BABYLON. AND SALMANASAR THE KING OF THE ASSYRIANS CARRIED AWAY THE PEOPLE OF SAMARIA INTO THE COUNTRY OF THE MEDES AND TO BABYLON. AGAIN, AHAZ WAS SUCCEEDED BY OSEE, (9) WHO REIGNED FOR EIGHT YEARS. THEN FOLLOWED HEZEKIAH, FOR TWENTY-NINE YEARS. FOR HIS SANCTITY, WHEN HE HAD APPROACHED HIS END, GOD, BY ISAIAH, ALLOWED HIM TO LIVE FOR OTHER FIFTEEN YEARS, GIVING AS A SIGN THE GOING BACK OF THE SUN. UP TO HIS TIMES ESAIAS, HOSEA, AND MICAH CONTINUED PROPHESYING. AND THESE ARE SAID TO HAVE LIVED AFTER THE AGE OF LYCURGUS, THE LEGISLATOR OF THE LACEDAEMONIANS. FOR DIEUCHIDAS, IN THE FOURTH BOOK OF THE MEGARICS, PLACES THE ERA OF LYCURGUS ABOUT THE TWO HUNDRED AND NINETIETH YEAR AFTER THE CAPTURE OF TROY. AFTER HEZEKIAH, HIS SON MANASSES REIGNED FOR FIFTY-FIVE YEARS. THEN HIS SON AMOS FOR TWO YEARS. AFTER HIM REIGNED HIS SON JOSIAS, DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS OBSERVANCE OF THE LAW, FOR THIRTY-ONE YEARS. HE "LAID THE CARCASES OF MEN UPON THE CARCASES OF THE IDOLS," AS IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS.(1) IN HIS REIGN, IN THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR, THE PASSOVER WAS CELEBRATED, NOT HAVING BEEN KEPT FROM THE DAYS OF SAMUEL IN THE INTERVENING PERIOD.(2) THEN CHELKIAS THE PRIEST, THE FATHER OF THE PROPHET JEREMIAH, HAVING FALLEN IN WITH THE BOOK OF THE LAW, THAT HAD BEEN LAID UP IN THE TEMPLE, READ IT AND DIED.(3) AND IN HIS DAYS OLDA(4) PROHESIED, AND SOPHONIAS,(5) AND JEREMIAH. AND IN THE DAYS OF JEREMIAH WAS ANANIAS THE SON OF AZOR, (6) THE FALSE PROPHET. HE (7) HAVING DISOBEYED JEREMIAH THE PROPHET, WAS SLAIN BY PHARAOH NECHO KING OF EGYPT AT THE RIVER EUPHRATES, HAVING ENCOUNTERED THE LATTER, WHO WAS MARCHING ON THE ASSYRIANS. JOSIAH WAS SUCCEEDED BY JECHONIAH, CALLED ALSO JOACHAS, (8) HIS SON, WHO REIGNED THREE MONTHS AND TEN DAYS. NECHO KING OF EGYPT BOUND HIM AND LED HIM TO EGYPT, AFTER MAKING HIS BROTHER JOACHIM KING IN HIS STEAD, WHO CONTINUED HIS TRIBUTARY FOR ELEVEN YEARS. AFTER HIM HIS NAMESAKE (9) JOAKIM REIGNED FOR THREE MONTHS. THEN ZEDEKIAH REIGNED FOR ELEVEN YEARS; AND UP TO HIS TIME JEREMIAH CONTINUED TO PROPHESY. ALONG WITH HIM EZEKIEL (10) THE SON OF BUZI, AND URIAS (11) THE SON OF SAMAEUS, AND AMBACUM (12) PROPHESIED. HERE END THE HEBREW KINGS. THERE ARE THEN FROM THE BIRTH OF MOSES TILL THIS CAPTIVITY NINE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-TWO YEARS; BUT ACCORDING TO STRICT CHRONOLOGICAL ACCURACY, ONE THOUSAND AND EIGHTY-FIVE, SIX MONTHS, TEN DAYS. FROM THE REIGN OF DAVID TO THE CAPTIVITY BY THE CHALDEANS, FOUR HUNDRED AND FIFTY-TWO YEARS AND SIX MONTHS; BUT AS THE ACCURACY WE HAVE OBSERVED IN REFERENCE TO DATES MAKES OUT, FOUR HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO AND SIX MONTHS TEN DAYS. AND IN THE TWELFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH, FORTY YEARS BEFORE THE SUPREMACY OF THE PERSIANS, NEBUCHODONOSOR MADE WAR AGAINST THE PHOENICIANS AND THE JEWS, AS BEROSUS ASSERTS IN HIS CHALDAEAN HISTORIES. AND JOABAS, (13) WRITING ABOUT THE ASSYRIANS, ACKNOWLEDGES THAT HE HAD RECEIVED THE HISTORY FROM BEROSUS, AND TESTIFIES TO HIS ACCURACY. NEBUCHODONOSOR, THEREFORE, HAVING PUT OUT THE EYES OF ZEDEKIAH, TOOK HIM AWAY TO BABYLON, AND TRANSPORTED THE WHOLE PEOPLE (THE CAPTIVITY LASTED SEVENTY YEARS), WITH THE EXCEPTION OF A FEW WHO FLED TO EGYPT. JEREMIAH AND AMBACUM WERE STILL PROPHESYING IN THE TIME OF ZEDEKIAH. IN THE FIFTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN EZEKIEL PROPHESIED AT BABYLON; AFTER HIM NAHUM, THEN DANIEL. AFTER HIM, AGAIN, HAGGAI AND ZECHARIAH PROPHESIED IN THE TIME OF DARIUS THE FIRST FOR TWO YEARS; AND THEN THE ANGEL AMONG THE TWELVE. (14) AFTER HAGGAI AND ZECHARIAH, NEHEMIAH, THE CHIEF CUP-BEARER OF ARTAXERXES, THE SON OF ACHELI THE ISRAELITE, BUILT THE CITY OF JERUSALEM AND RESTORED THE TEMPLE. DURING THE CAPTIVITY LIVED ESTHER AND MORDECAI, WHOSE BOOK IS STILL EXTANT, AS ALSO THAT OF THE MACCABEES. DURING THIS CAPTIVITY MISHAEL, ANANIAS, AND AZARIAS, REFUSING TO WORSHIP THE IMAGE, AND BEING THROWN INTO A FURNACE OF FIRE, WERE SAVED BY THE APPEARANCE OF AN ANGEL. AT THAT TIME, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SERPENT, (15) DANIEL WAS THROWN INTO THE DEN OF LIONS; BUT BEING PRESERVED THROUGH THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD BY AMBACUB, HE IS RESTORED ON THE SEVENTH DAY. AT THIS PERIOD, TOO, OCCURRED THE SIGN OF JONA; AND TOBIAS, THROUGH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE ANGEL RAPHAEL, MARRIED SARAH, THE DEMON HAVING KILLED HER SEVEN FIRST SUITORS; AND AFTER THE MARRIAGE OF TOBIAS, HIS FATHER TOBIT RECOVERED HIS SIGHT. AT THAT TIME ZOROBABEL, HAVING BY HIS WISDOM OVERCOME HIS OPPONENTS, AND OBTAINED LEAVE FROM DARIUS FOR THE REBUILDING OF JERUSALEM, RETURNED WITH ESDRAS TO HIS NATIVE LAND; AND BY HIM THE REDEMPTION OF THE PEOPLE AND THE REVISAL AND RESTORATION OF THE INSPIRED ORACLES WERE AFFECTED; AND THE PASSOVER OF DELIVERANCE CELEBRATED, AND MARRIAGE WITH ALIENS DISSOLVED. CYRUS HAD, BY PROCLAMATION, PREVIOUSLY ENJOINED THE RESTORATION OF THE HEBREWS. AND HIS PROMISE BEING ACCOMPLISHED IN THE TIME OF DARIUS, THE FEAST OF THE DEDICATION WAS HELD, AS ALSO THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. THERE WERE IN ALL, TAKING IN THE DURATION OF THE CAPTIVITY DOWN TO THE RESTORATION OF THE PEOPLE, FROM THE BIRTH OF MOSES, ONE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FIVE YEARS, SIX MONTHS, AND TEN DAYS; AND FROM THE REIGN OF DAVID, ACCORDING TO SOME, FOUR HUNDRED AND FIFTY-TWO; MORE CORRECTLY, FIVE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-TWO YEARS, SIX MONTHS, AND TEN DAYS. FROM THE CAPTIVITY AT BABYLON, WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THE TIME OF JEREMIAH THE PROPHET, WAS FULFILLED WHAT WAS SPOKEN BY DANIEL THE PROPHET AS FOLLOWS: "SEVENTY WEEKS ARE DETERMINED UPON THY PEOPLE, AND UPON THY HOLY CITY, TO FINISH THE TRANSGRESSION, AND TO SEAL SINS, AND TO WIPE OUT AND MAKE RECONCILIATION FOR INIQUITY, AND TO BRING IN EVERLASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND TO SEAL THE VISION AND THE PROPHET, AND TO ANOINT THE HOLY OF HOLIES. KNOW THEREFORE, AND UNDERSTAND, THAT FROM THE GOING FORTH OF THE WORD COMMANDING AN ANSWER TO BE GIVEN, AND JERUSALEM TO BE BUILT, TO CHRIST THE PRINCE, ARE SEVEN WEEKS AND SIXTY-TWO WEEKS; AND THE STREET SHALL BE AGAIN BUILT, AND THE WALL; AND THE TIMES SHALL BE EXPENDED. AND AFTER THE SIXTY-TWO WEEKS THE ANOINTING SHALL BE OVERTHROWN, AND JUDGMENT SHALL NOT BE IN HIM; AND HE SHALL DESTROY THE CITY AND THE SANCTUARY ALONG WITH THE COMING PRINCE. AND THEY SHALL BE DESTROYED IN A FLOOD, AND TO THE END OF THE WAR SHALL BE CUT OFF BY: DESOLATIONS. AND HE SHALL CONFIRM THE COVENANT WITH MANY FOR ONE WEEK; AND IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WEEK THE SACRIFICE AND OBLATION SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY; AND IN THE HOLY PLACE SHALL BE THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATIONS, AND UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF TIME SHALL THE CONSUMMATION BE ASSIGNED FOR DESOLATION. AND IN THE MIDST OF THE WEEK SHALL HE MAKE THE INCENSE OF SACRIFICE CEASE, AND OF THE WING OF DESTRUCTION, EVEN TILL THE CONSUMMATION, LIKE THE DESTRUCTION OF THE OBLATION."(1) THAT THE TEMPLE ACCORDINGLY WAS L BUILT IN SEVEN WEEKS, IS EVIDENT; FOR IT IS WRITTEN IN ESDRAS. AND THUS, CHRIST BECAME KING OF THE JEWS, REIGNING IN JERUSALEM IN THE FULFILMENT OF THE SEVEN WEEKS. AND IN THE SIXTY AND TWO WEEKS THE WHOLE OF JUDAEA WAS QUIET, AND WITHOUT WARS. AND CHRIST OUR LORD, "THE HOLY OF HOLIES," HAVING COME AND FULFILLED THE VISION AND THE PROPHECY, WAS ANOINTED IN HIS FLESH BY THE HOLY SPIRIT OF HIS FATHER. IN THOSE "SIXTY AND TWO WEEKS," AS THE PROPHET SAID, AND "IN THE ONE WEEK," WAS HE LORD. THE HALF OF THE WEEK NERO HELD SWAY, AND IN THE HOLY CITY JERUSALEM PLACED THE ABOMINATION; AND IN THE HALF OF THE WEEK HE WAS TAKEN AWAY, AND OTHO, AND GALBA, AND VITELLIUS. AND VESPASIAN ROSE TO THE SUPREME POWER, AND DESTROYED JERUSALEM, AND DESOLATED THE HOLY PLACE. AND THAT SUCH ARE THE FACTS OF THE CASE, IS CLEAR TO HIM THAT IS ABLE TO UNDERSTAND, AS THE PROPHET SAID. ON THE COMPLETION, THEN, OF THE ELEVENTH YEAR, IN THE BEGINNING OF THE FOLLOWING, IN THE REIGN OF JOACHIM, OCCURRED THE CARRYING AWAY CAPTIVE TO BABYLON BY NABUCHODONOSOR THE KING, IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN OVER THE ASSYRIANS, IN THE SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF VAPHRES OVER THE EGYPTIANS, IN THE ARCHONSHIP OF PHILIP AT ATHENS, IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE FORTY-EIGHTH OLYMPIAD. THE CAPTIVITY LASTED FOR SEVENTY YEARS, AND ENDED IN THE SECOND YEAR OF DARIUS HYSTASPES, WHO HAD BECOME KING OF THE PERSIANS, ASSYRIANS, AND EGYPTIANS; IN WHOSE REIGN, AS I SAID ABOVE, HAGGAI AND ZECHARIAH AND THE ANGEL OF THE TWELVE PROPHESIED. AND THE HIGH PRIEST WAS JOSHUA THE SON OF JOSEDEC. AND IN THE SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF DARIUS, WHO, HERODOTUS SAYS, DESTROYED THE POWER OF THE MAGI, ZOROBABEL THE SON OF SALATHIEL WAS DISPATCHED TO RAISE AND ADORN THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM. THE TIMES OF THE PERSIANS ARE ACCORDINGLY SUMMED UP THUS: CYRUS REIGNED THIRTY YEARS; CAMBYSES, NINETEEN; DARIUS, FORTY-SIX; XERXES, TWENTY-SIX; ARTAXERXES, FORTY-ONE; DARIUS, EIGHT; ARTAXERXES, FORTY-TWO; OCHUS OR ARSES, THREE. THE SUM TOTAL OF THE YEARS OF THE PERSIAN MONARCHY IS TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIVE YEARS. ALEXANDER OF MACEDON, HAVING DISPATCHED THIS DARIUS, DURING THIS PERIOD, BEGAN TO REIGN. SIMILARLY, THEREFORE, THE TIMES OF THE MACEDONIAN KINGS ARE THUS COMPUTED: ALEXANDER, EIGHTEEN YEARS; PTOLEMY THE SON OF LAGUS, FORTY YEARS; PTOLEMY PHILADELPHUS, TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS; THEN EUERGETES, FIVE-AND-TWENTY YEARS; THEN PHILOPATOR, SEVENTEEN YEARS; THEN EPIPHANES, FOUR-AND- TWENTY YEARS; HE WAS SUCCEEDED BY PHILOMETER, WHO REIGNED FIVE-AND-THIRTY YEARS; AFTER HIM PHYSCON, TWENTY-NINE YEARS; THEN LATHURUS, THIRTY-SIX YEARS; THEN HE THAT WAS SURNAMED I DIONYSUS, TWENTY-NINE YEARS; AND LAST CLEOPATRA REIGNED TWENTY-TWO YEARS. AND AFTER HER WAS THE REIGN OF THE CAPPADOCIANS FOR EIGHTEEN DAYS. ACCORDINGLY, THE PERIOD EMBRACED BY THE MACEDONIAN KINGS IS, IN ALL, THREE HUNDRED AND TWELVE YEARS AND EIGHTEEN DAYS. THEREFORE THOSE WHO PROPHESIED IN THE TIME OF DARIUS HYSTASPES, ABOUT THE SECOND YEAR OF HIS REIGN,--HAGGAI, AND ZECHARIAH, AND THE ANGEL OF THE TWELVE, WHO PROPHESIED ABOUT THE FIRST YEAR OF THE FORTY-EIGHTH OLYMPIAD,--ARE DEMONSTRATED TO BE OLDER THAN PYTHAGORAS, WHO IS SAID TO HAVE LIVED IN THE SIXTY-SECOND OLYMPIAD, AND THAN THALES, THE OLDEST OF THE WISE MEN OF THE GREEKS, WHO LIVED ABOUT THE FIFTIETH OLYMPIAD. THOSE WISE MEN THAT ARE CLASSED WITH THALES WERE THEN CONTEMPORANEOUS, AS ANDRON SAYS IN THE TRIPOS. FOR HERACLITUS BEING POSTERIOR TO PYTHAGORAS, MENTIONS HIM IN HIS BOOK. WHENCE INDISPUTABLY THE FIRST OLYMPIAD, WHICH WAS DEMONSTRATED TO BE FOUR HUNDRED AND SEVEN YEARS LATER THAN THE TROJAN WAR, IS FOUND TO BE PRIOR TO THE AGE OF THE ABOVE- MENTIONED PROPHETS, TOGETHER WITH THOSE CALLED THE SEVEN WISE MEN. ACCORDINGLY, IT IS EASY TO PERCEIVE THAT SOLOMON, WHO LIVED IN THE TIME OF MENELAUS (WHO WAS DURING THE TROJAN WAR), WAS EARLIER BY MANY YEARS THAN THE WISE MEN AMONG THE GREEKS. AND HOW MANY YEARS MOSES PRECEDED HIM WE SHOWED, IN WHAT WE SAID ABOVE. AND ALEXANDER, SURNAMED POLYHISTOR, IN HIS WORK ON THE JEWS, HAS TRANSCRIBED SOME LETTERS OF SOLOMON TO VAPHRES KING OF EGYPT, AND TO THE KING OF THE PHOENICIANS AT TYRE, AND THEIRS TO SOLOMON; IN WHICH IT IS SHOWN THAT VAPHRES SENT EIGHTY THOUSAND EGYPTIAN MEN TO HIM FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, AND THE OTHER AS MANY, ALONG WITH A TYRIAN ARTIFICER, THE SON OF A JEWISH MOTHER, OF THE TRIBE OF DAN,(1) AS IS THERE WRITTEN, OF THE NAME OF HYPERON.(2) FURTHER, ONOMACRITUS THE ATHENIAN, WHO IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN THE AUTHOR OF THE POEMS ASCRIBED TO ORPHEUS, IS ASCERTAINED TO HAVE LIVED IN THE REIGN OF THE PISISTRATIDAE, ABOUT THE FIFTIETH OLYMPIAD. AND ORPHEUS, WHO SAILED WITH HERCULES, WAS THE PUPIL OF MUSAEUS. AMPHION PRECEDES THE TROJAN WAR BY TWO GENERATIONS. AND DEMODOCUS AND PHEMIUS WERE POSTERIOR TO THE CAPTURE OF TROY; FOR THEY WERE FAMED FOR PLAYING ON THE LYRE, THE FORMER AMONG THE PHAEACIANS, AND THE LATTER AMONG THE SUITORS. AND THE ORADES ASCRIBED TO MUSAEUS ARE SAID TO BE THE PRODUCTION OF ONOMACRITUS, AND THE CRATERES OF ORPHEUS THE PRODUCTION OF ZOPYRUS OF HERACLEA, AND THE DESCENT TO HADES THAT OF PRODICUS OF SAMOS. ION OF CHIOS RELATES IN THE TRIAGMI, (3) THAT PYTHAGORAS ASCRIBED CERTAIN WORKS [OF HIS OWN] TO ORPHEUS. EPIGENES, IN HIS BOOK RESPECTING THE POETRY ATTRIBUTED TO ORPHEUS, SAYS THAT THE DESCENT TO HADES AND THE SACRED DISCOURSE WERE THE PRODUCTION OF CECROPS THE PYTHAGOREAN; AND THE PEPLUS AND THE PHYSICS OF BRONTINUS. SOME ALSO MAKE TERPANDER OUT ANCIENT. HELLANICUS, ACCORDINGLY, RELATES THAT HE LIVED IN THE TIME OF MIDAS: BUT PHANIAS, WHO PLACES LESCHES THE LESBIAN BEFORE TERPANDER, MAKES TERPANDER YOUNGER THAN ARCHILOCHUS, AND RELATES THAT LESCHES CONTENDED WITH ARCTINUS, AND GAINED THE VICTORY. XANTHUS THE LYDIAN SAYS THAT HE LIVED ABOUT THE EIGHTEENTH OLYMPIAD; AS ALSO DIONYSIUS SAYS THAT THASUS WAS BUILT ABOUT THE FIFTEENTH OLYMPIAD: SO THAT IT IS CLEAR THAT ARCHILOCHUS WAS ALREADY KNOWN AFTER THE TWENTIETH OLYMPIAD. HE ACCORDINGLY RELATES THE DESTRUCTION OF MAGNETES AS HAVING RECENTLY TAKEN PLACE. SIMONIDES IS ASSIGNED TO THE TIME OF ARCHILOCHUS. CALLINNS IS NOT MUCH OLDER; FOR ARCHILOCHUS REFERS TO MAGNETES AS DESTROYED, WHILE THE LATTER REFERS TO IT AS FLOURISHING. EUMELUS OF CORINTH BEING OLDER, IS SAID TO HAVE MET ARCHIAS, WHO FOUNDED SYRACUSE. WE WERE INDUCED TO MENTION THESE THINGS, BECAUSE THE POETS OF THE EPIC CYCLE ARE PLACED AMONGST THOSE OF MOST REMOTE ANTIQUITY. ALREADY, TOO, AMONG THE GREEKS, MANY DIVINERS ARE SAID TO HAVE MADE THEIR APPEARANCE, AS THE BACIDES, ONE A BOEOTIAN, THE OTHER AN ARCADIAN, WHO UTTERED MANY PREDICTIONS TO MANY. BY THE COUNSEL OF AMPHILETUS THE ATHENIAN, (5) WHO SHOWED THE TIME FOR THE ONSET, PISISTRATUS, TOO, STRENGTHENED HIS GOVERNMENT. FOR WE MAY PASS OVER IN SILENCE COMETES OF CRETE, CINYRAS OF CYPRUS, ADMETUS THE THESSALIAN, ARISTAEAS THE CYRENIAN, AMPHIARAUS THE ATHENIAN, TIMOXEUS(6) THE CORCYRAEAN, DEMAENETUS THE PHOCIAN, EPIGENES THE THESPIAN, NICIAS THE CARYSTIAN, ARISTO THE THESSALIAN, DIONYSIUS THE CARTHAGINIAN, CLEOPHON THE CORINTHIAN, HIPPO THE DAUGHTER OF CHIRO, AND BOEO, AND MANTO, AND THE HOST OF SIBYLS, THE SAMIAN, THE COLOPHONIAN, THE CUMAEAN, THE ERYTHRAEAN, THE PYTHIAN,(7) THE TARAXANDRIAN, THE MACETIAN, THE THESSALIAN, AND THE THESPROTIAN. AND CALCHAS AGAIN, AND MOPSUS, WHO LIVED DURING THE TROJAN WAR. MOPSUS, HOWEVER, WAS OLDER, HAVING SAILED ALONG WITH THE ARGONANTS. AND IT IS SAID THAT BATTUS THE CYRENIAN COMPOSED WHAT IS CALLED THE DIVINATION OF MOP-SUS. DOROTHEUS IN THE FIRST PANDECT RELATES THAT MOPSUS WAS THE DISCIPLE OF ALCYON AND CORONE. AND PYTHAGORAS THE GREAT ALWAYS APPLIED HIS MIND TO PROGNOSTICATION, AND ABARIS THE HYPERBOREAN, AND ARISTAEAS THE PROCONNESIAN, AND EPIMENIDES THE CRETAN, WHO CAME TO SPARTA, AND ZOROASTER THE MEDE, AND EMPEDOCLES OF AGRIGENTUM, AND PHORMION THE LACEDAEMONIAN; POLYARATUS, TOO, OF THASUS, AND EMPEDOTIMUS OF SYRACUSE; AND IN ADDITION TO THESE, SOCRATES THE ATHENIAN IN PARTICULAR. "FOR," HE SAYS IN THE THEAGES, "I AM ATTENDED BY A SUPERNATURAL INTIMATION, WHICH HAS BEEN ASSIGNED ME FROM A CHILD BY DIVINE APPOINTMENT. THIS IS A VOICE WHICH, WHEN IT COMES, PREVENTS WHAT I AM ABOUT TO DO, BUT EXHORTS NEVER."(8) AND EXECESTUS, THE TYRANT OF THE PHOCIANS, WORE TWO ENCHANTED RINGS, AND BY THE SOUND WHICH THEY UTTERED ONE AGAINST THE OTHER DETERMINED THE PROPER TIMES FOR ACTIONS. BUT HE DIED, NEVERTHELESS, TREACHEROUSLY MURDERED, ALTHOUGH WARNED BEFOREHAND BY THE SOUND, AS ARISTOTLE SAYS IN THE POLITY OF THE PHOCIANS. OF THOSE, TOO, WHO AT ONE TIME LIVED AS MEN AMONG THE EGYPTIANS, BUT WERE CONSTITUTED GODS BY HUMAN OPINION, WERE HERMES THE THEBAN, AND ASCLEPIUS OF MEMPHIS; TIRESEUS AND MANTO, AGAIN, AT THEBES, AS EURIPIDES SAYS. HELENUS, TOO, AND LAOCOON, AND OENONE, AND CRENUS IN ILIUM. FOR CRENUS, ONE OF THE HERACLIDAE, IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN A NOTED PROPHET. ANOTHER WAS JAMUS IN ELIS, FROM WHOM CAME THE JAMIDAE; AND POLYIDUS AT ARGOS AND MEGARA, WHO IS MENTIONED BY THE TRAGEDY. WHY ENUMERATE TELEMUS, WHO, BEING A PROPHET OF THE CYCLOPS, PREDICTED TO POLYPHEMUS THE EVENTS OF ULYSSES' WANDERING; OR ONOMACRITUS AT ATHENS; OR AMPHIARAUS, WHO CAMPAIGNED WITH THE SEVEN AT THEBES, AND IS REPORTED TO BE A GENERATION OLDER THAN THE CAPTURE OF TROY; OR THEOCLYMENUS IN CEPHALONIA, OR TELMISUS IN CARIA, OR GALEUS IN SICILY? THERE ARE OTHERS, TOO, BESIDES THESE: IDMON, WHO WAS WITH THE ARGONAUTS, PHEMONOE OF DELPHI, MOPSUS THE SON OF APOLLO AND MANTO IN PAMPHYLIA, AND AMPHILOCHUS THE SON OF AMPHIARAUS IN CILICIA, ALCMAEON AMONG THE ACARNANIANS, ANIAS IN DELOS, ARISTANDER OF TELMESSUS, WHO WAS ALONG WITH ALEXANDER. PHILOCHORUS ALSO RELATES IN THE FIRST BOOK OF THE WORK, ON DIVINATION, THAT ORPHEUS WAS A SEER. AND THEOPOMPUS, AND EPHORUS, AND TIMAEUS, WRITE OF A SEER CALLED ORTHAGORAS; AS THE SAMIAN PYTHOCLES IN THE FOURTH BOOK OF THE ITALICS WRITES OF CAIUS JULIUS NEPOS. BUT SOME OF THESE "THIEVES AND ROBBERS," AS THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, PREDICTED FOR THE MOST PART FROM OBSERVATION AND PROBABILITIES, AS PHYSICIANS AND SOOTHSAYERS JUDGE FROM NATURAL SIGNS; AND OTHERS WERE EXCITED BY DEMONS, OR WERE DISTURBED BY WATERS, AND FUMIGATIONS, AND AIR OF A PECULIAR KIND. BUT AMONG THE HEBREWS THE PROPHETS WERE MOVED BY THE POWER AND INSPIRATION OF GOD. BEFORE THE LAW, ADAM SPOKE PROPHETICALLY IN RESPECT TO THE WOMAN, AND THE NAMING OF THE CREATURES; NOAH PREACHED REPENTANCE;(1) ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB GAVE MANY CLEAR UTTERANCES RESPECTING FUTURE AND PRESENT THINGS. CONTEMPORANEOUS WITH THE LAW, MOSES AND AARON; AND AFTER THESE PROPHESIED JESUS THE SON OF NAVE, SAMUEL, GAD, NATHAN, ACHIAS, SAMAEAS, JEHU, ELIAS, MICHAEAS, ABDIU, ELISAEUS, ABBADONAI, AMOS, ESAIAS, OSEE, JONAS, JOEL, JEREMIAS, SOPHONIAS THE SON OF BUZI, EZEKIEL, URIAS, AMBACUM, NAUM, DANIEL, MISAEL, WHO WROTE THE SYLLOGISMS, AGGAI, ZACHARIAS, AND THE ANGEL AMONG THE TWELVE. THESE ARE, IN ALL, FIVE-AND-THIRTY PROPHETS. AND OF WOMEN (FOR THESE TOO PROPHESIED), SARA, AND REBECCA, AND MARIAM, AND DEBBORA, AND OLDA, HULDAH. THEN WITHIN THE SAME PERIOD JOHN PROPHESIED TILL THE BAPTISM OF SALVATION;(2) AND AFTER THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, ANNA AND SIMEON. (3) FOR ZACAHARIAS, JOHN'S FATHER, IS SAID IN THE GOSPELS TO HAVE PROPHESIED BEFORE HIS SON. LET US THEN DRAW UP THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE GREEKS FROM MOSES. FROM THE BIRTH OF MOSES TO THE EXODUS OF THE JEWS FROM EGYPT, EIGHTY YEARS J AND THE PERIOD DOWN TO HIS DEATH, OTHER FORTY YEARS. THE EXODUS TOOK PLACE IN THE TIME OF INACHUS, BEFORE THE WANDERING OF SOTHIS, (4) MOSES HAVING GONE FORTH FROM EGYPT THREE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FIVE YEARS BEFORE. FROM THE RULE OF MOSES, AND FROM INACHUS TO THE FLOOD OF DEUCALION, I MEAN THE SECOND INUNDATION, AND TO THE CONFLAGRATION OF PHAETHON, WHICH EVENTS HAPPENED IN THE TIME OF CROTOPUS, FORTY GENERATIONS ARE ENUMERATED (THREE GENERATIONS BEING RECKONED FOR A CENTURY). FROM THE FLOOD TO THE CONFLAGRATION OF IDA, AND THE DISCOVERY OF IRON, AND THE IDAEAN DACTYLS, ARE SEVENTY-THREE YEARS, ACCORDING TO THRASYLLUS; AND FROM THE CONFLAGRATION OF IDA TO THE RAPE OF GANYMEDE, SIXTY- FIVE YEARS. FROM THIS TO THE EXPEDITION OF PERSEUS, WHEN GLAUCUS ESTABLISHED THE ISTHMIAN GAMES IN HONOR OF MELICERTA, FIFTEEN YEARS; AND FROM THE EXPEDITION OF PERSEUS TO THE BUILDING OF TROY, THIRTY-FOUR YEARS. FROM THIS TO THE VOYAGE OF THE ARGO, SIXTY-FOUR YEARS. FROM THIS TO THESEUS AND THE MINOTAUR, THIRTY-TWO YEARS; THEN TO THE SEVEN AT THEBES, TEN YEARS. AND TO THE OLYMPIC CONTEST, WHICH HERCULES INSTITUTED IN HONOR OF PELOPS, THREE YEARS; AND TO THE EXPEDITION OF THE AMAZONS AGAINST ATHENS, AND THE RAPE OF HELEN BY THESEUS, NINE YEARS. FROM THIS TO THE DEIFICATION OF HERCULES, ELEVEN YEARS; THEN TO THE RAPE OF HELEN BY ALEXANDER, FOUR YEARS. FROM THE TAKING OF TROY TO THE DESCENT OF AENEAS AND THE FOUNDING OF LAVINIUM, TEN YEARS; AND TO THE GOVERNMENT OF ASCANIUS, EIGHT YEARS; AND TO THE DESCENT OF THE HERACLIDAE, SIXTY-ONE YEARS; AND TO THE OLYMPIAD OF IPHITUS, THREE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS. ERATOSTHENES THUS SETS DOWN THE DATES: "FROM THE CAPTURE OF TROY TO THE DESCENT OF THE HERACLIDAE, EIGHTY YEARS. FROM THIS TO THE FOUNDING OF IONIA, SIXTY YEARS; AND THE PERIOD FOLLOWING TO THE PROTECTORATE OF LYCURGUS, A HUNDRED AND FIFTY-NINE YEARS; AND TO THE FIRST YEAR OF THE FIRST OLYMPIAD, A HUNDRED AND EIGHT YEARS. FROM WHICH OLYMPIAD TO THE INVASION OF XERXES, TWO HUNDRED AND NINETY-SEVEN YEARS; FROM WHICH TO THE BEGINNING OF THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR, FORTY-EIGHT YEARS; AND TO ITS CLOSE, AND THE DEFEAT OF THE ATHENIANS, TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS; AND TO THE BATTLE AT LEUCTRA, THIRTY-FOUR YEARS; AFTER WHICH TO THE DEATH OF PHILIP, THIRTY-FIVE YEARS. AND AFTER THIS TO THE DECEASE OF ALEXANDER, TWELVE YEARS." AGAIN, FROM THE FIRST OLYMPIAD, SOME SAY, TO THE BUILDING OF ROME, ARE COMPREHENDED TWENTY-FOUR YEARS; AND AFTER THIS TO THE EXPULSION OF THE KINGS,' WHEN CONSULS WERE CREATED, ABOUT TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY-THREE YEARS. AND FROM THE TAKING OF BABYLON TO THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER, A HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SIX YEARS. FROM THIS TO THE VICTORY OF AUGUSTUS, WHEN ANTONY KILLED HIMSELF AT ALEXANDRIA, TWO HUNDRED AND NINETY-FOUR YEARS, WHEN AUGUSTUS WAS MADE CONSUL FOR THE FOURTH TIME. AND FROM THIS TIME TO THE GAMES WHICH DOMITIAN INSTITUTED AT ROME, ARE A HUNDRED AND FOURTEEN YEARS; AND FROM THE FIRST GAMES TO THE DEATH OF COMMODUS, A HUNDRED AND ELEVEN YEARS. THERE ARE SOME THAT FROM CECROPS TO ALEXANDER OF MACEDON RECKON A THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS; AND FROM DEMOPHON, A THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY; AND FROM THE TAKING OF TROY TO THE EXPEDITION OF THE HERACLIDAE, A HUNDRED AND TWENTY OR A HUNDRED AND EIGHTY YEARS. FROM THIS TO THE ARCHONSHIP OF EVAENETUS AT ATHENS, IN WHOSE TIME ALEXANDER IS SAID TO HAVE MARCHED INTO ASIA, ACCORDING TO PHANIAS, ARE SEVEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS; ACCORDING TO EPHORUS, SEVEN HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIVE; ACCORDING TO TIMAEUS AND CLITARCHUS, EIGHT HUNDRED AND TWENTY; ACCORDING TO ERATOSTHENES, SEVEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FOUR. AS ALSO DURIS, FROM THE TAKING OF TROY TO THE MARCH OF ALEXANDER INTO ASIA, A THOUSAND YEARS; AND FROM THAT TO THE ARCHONSHIP OF HEGESIAS, IN WHOSE TIME ALEXANDER DIED ELEVEN YEARS. FROM THIS DATE TO THE REIGN OF GERMANICUS CLAUDIUS CAESAR, THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE YEARS. FROM WHICH TIME THE YEARS SUMMED UP TO THE DEATH OF COMMODUS ARE MANIFEST. AFTER THE GRECIAN PERIOD, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DATES, AS COMPUTED BY THE BARBARIANS, VERY LARGE INTERVALS ARE TO BE ASSIGNED. FROM ADAM TO THE DELUGE ARE COMPRISED TWO THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-EIGHT YEARS, FOUR DAYS. FROM SHEM TO ABRAHAM, A THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS. FROM ISAAC TO THE DIVISION OF THE LAND, SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTEEN YEARS. THEN FROM THE JUDGES TO SAMUEL, FOUR HUNDRED AND SIXTY-THREE YEARS, SEVEN MONTHS. AND AFTER THE JUDGES THERE WERE FIVE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-TWO YEARS, SIX MONTHS, TEN DAYS OF KINGS. AFTER WHICH PERIODS, THERE WERE TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIVE YEARS OF THE PERSIAN MONARCHY. THEN OF THE MACEDONIAN, TILL THE DEATH OF ANTONY, THREE HUNDRED AND TWELVE YEARS AND EIGHTEEN DAYS. AFTER WHICH TIME, THE EMPIRE OF THE ROMANS, TILL THE DEATH OF COMMODUS, LASTED FOR TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY-TWO YEARS. THEN, FROM THE SEVENTY YEARS' CAPTIVITY, AND THE RESTORATION OF THE PEOPLE INTO THEIR OWN LAND TO THE CAPTIVITY IN THE TIME OF VESPASIAN, ARE COMPRISED FOUR HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS: FINALLY, FROM VESPASIAN TO THE DEATH OF COMMODUS, THERE ARE ASCERTAINED TO BE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-ONE YEARS, SIX MONTHS, AND TWENTY-FOUR DAYS. DEMETRIUS, IN HIS BOOK, ON THE KINGS IN JUDAEA, SAYS THAT THE TRIBES OF JUDA, BENJAMIN, AND LEVI WERE NOT TAKEN CAPTIVE BY SENNACHERIM; BUT THAT THERE WERE FROM THIS CAPTIVITY TO THE LAST, WHICH NABUCHODONOSOR MADE OUT OF JERUSALEM, A HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS AND SIX MONTHS; AND FROM THE TIME THAT THE TEN TRIBES WERE CARRIED CAPTIVE FROM SAMARIA TILL PTOLEMY THE FOURTH, WERE FIVE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-THREE YEARS, NINE MONTHS; AND FROM THE TIME THAT THE CAPTIVITY FROM JERUSALEM TOOK PLACE, THREE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS AND THREE MONTHS. PHILO HIMSELF SET DOWN THE KINGS DIFFERENTLY FROM DEMETRIUS. BESIDES, EUPOLEMUS, IN A SIMILAR WORK, SAYS THAT ALL THE YEARS FROM ADAM TO THE FIFTH YEAR OF PTOLEMY DEMETRIUS, WHO REIGNED TWELVE YEARS IN EGYPT, WHEN ADDED, AMOUNT TO FIVE THOUSAND A HUNDRED AND FORTY-NINE; AND FROM THE TIME THAT MOSES BROUGHT OUT THE JEWS FROM EGYPT TO THE ABOVE-MENTIONED DATE, THERE ARE, IN ALL, TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY YEARS. AND FROM THIS TIME TILL THE CONSULSHIP IN ROME OF CAIUS DOMITIAN AND CASIAN, A HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS ARE COMPUTED. EUPHORUS AND MANY OTHER HISTORIANS SAY THAT THERE ARE SEVENTY-FIVE NATIONS AND TONGUES, IN CONSEQUENCE OF HEARING THE STATEMENT MADE BY MOSES: "ALL THE SOULS THAT SPRANG FROM JACOB, WHICH WENT DOWN INTO EGYPT, WERE SEVENTY-FIVE."(2) ACCORDING TO THE TRUE RECKONING, THERE APPEAR TO BE SEVENTY-TWO GENERIC DIALECTS, AS OUR SCRIPTURES HAND DOWN. THE REST OF THE VULGAR TONGUES ARE FORMED BY THE BLENDING OF TWO, OR THREE, OR MORE DIALECTS. A DIALECT IS A MODE OF SPEECH WHICH EXHIBITS A CHARACTER PECULIAR TO A LOCALITY, OR A MODE OF SPEECH WHICH EXHIBITS A CHARACTER PECULIAR OR COMMON TO A RACE. THE GREEKS SAY, THAT AMONG THEM ARE FIVE DIALECTS--THE ATTIC, IONIC, DORIC, AEOLIC, AND THE FIFTH THE COMMON; AND THAT THE LANGUAGES OF THE BARBARIANS, WHICH ARE INNUMERABLE, ARE NOT CALLED DIALECTS, BUT TONGUES. PLATO ATTRIBUTES A DIALECT ALSO TO THE GODS, FORMING THIS CONJECTURE MAINLY FROM DREAMS AND ORACLES, AND ESPECIALLY FROM DEMONIACS, WHO DO NOT SPEAK THEIR OWN LANGUAGE OR DIALECT, BUT THAT OF THE DEMONS WHO HAVE TAKEN POSSESSION OF THEM. HE THINKS ALSO THAT THE IRRATIONAL CREATURES HAVE DIALECTS, WHICH THOSE THAT BELONG TO THE SAME GENUS UNDERSTAND. (1) ACCORDINGLY, WHEN AN ELEPHANT FALLS INTO THE MUD AND BELLOWS OUT ANY OTHER ONE THAT IS AT HAND, ON SEEING WHAT HAS HAPPENED, SHORTLY TURNS, AND BRINGS WITH HIM A HERD OF ELEPHANTS, AND SAVES THE ONE THAT HAS FALLEN IN. IT IS SAID ALSO IN LIBYA, THAT A SCORPION, IF IT DOES NOT SUCCEED IN STINGING A MAN, GOES AWAY AND RETURNS WITH SEVERAL MORE; AND THAT, HANGING ON ONE TO THE OTHER LIKE A CHAIN THEY MAKE IN THIS WAY THE ATTEMPT TO SUCCEED IN THEIR CUNNING DESIGN. THE IRRATIONAL CREATURES DO NOT MAKE USE OF AN OBSCURE INTIMATION, OR HINT THEIR MEANING BY ASSUMING A PARTICULAR ATTITUDE, BUT, AS I THINK, BY A DIALECT OF THEIR OWN. (1) AND SOME OTHERS SAY, THAT IF A FISH WHICH HAS BEEN TAKEN ESCAPE BY BREAKING THE LINE, NO FISH OF THE SAME KIND WILL BE CAUGHT IN THE SAME PLACE THAT DAY. BUT THE FIRST AND GENERIC BARBAROUS DIALECTS HAVE TERMS BY NATURE, SINCE ALSO MEN CONFESS THAT PRAYERS UTTERED IN A BARBARIAN TONGUE ARE MORE POWERFUL. AND PLATO, IN THE CRATYLUS, WHEN WISHING TO INTERPRET PUR (FIRE), SAYS THAT IT IS A BARBARIC TERM. HE TESTIFIES, ACCORDINGLY, THAT THE PHRYGIANS USE THIS TERM WITH A SLIGHT DEVIATION. AND NOTHING, IN MY OPINION, AFTER THESE DETAILS, NEED STAND IN THE WAY OF STATING THE PERIODS OF THE ROMAN EMPERORS, IN ORDER TO THE DEMONSTRATION OF THE SAVIOR'S BIRTH. AUGUSTUS, FORTY-THREE YEARS; TIBERIUS, TWENTY-TWO YEARS; CAIUS, FOUR YEARS; CLAUDIUS, FOURTEEN YEARS; NERO, FOURTEEN YEARS; GALBA, ONE YEAR; VESPASIAN, TEN YEARS; TITUS, THREE YEARS; DOMITIAN, FIFTEEN YEARS; NERVA, ONE YEAR; TRAJAN, NINETEEN YEARS; ADRIAN, TWENTY-ONE YEARS; ANTONINUS, TWENTY-ONE YEARS; LIKEWISE, AGAIN, ANTONINUS AND COMMODUS, THIRTY-TWO. IN ALL, FROM AUGUSTUS TO COMMODUS, ARE TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY-TWO YEARS; AND FROM ADAM TO THE DEATH OF COMMODUS, FIVE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FOUR YEARS, TWO MONTHS, TWELVE DAYS. SOME SET DOWN THE DATES OF THE ROMAN EMPERORS THUS: CAIUS JULIUS CAESAR, THREE YEARS, FOUR MONTHS, FIVE DAYS; AFTER HIM AUGUSTUS REIGNED FORTY-SIX YEARS, FOUR MONTHS, ONE DAY. THEN TIBERIUS, TWENTY-SIX YEARS, SIX MONTHS, NINETEEN DAYS. HE WAS SUCCEEDED BY CAIUS CAESAR, WHO REIGNED THREE YEARS, TEN MONTHS, EIGHT DAYS; AND BE BY CLAUDIUS FOR THIRTEEN YEARS, EIGHT MONTHS, TWENTY-EIGHT DAYS. NERO REIGNED THIRTEEN YEARS, EIGHT MONTHS, TWENTY-EIGHT DAYS; GALBA, SEVEN MONTHS AND SIX DAYS; OTHO, FIVE MONTHS, ONE DAY; VITELLIUS, SEVEN MONTHS, ONE DAY; VESPASIAN, ELEVEN YEARS, ELEVEN MONTHS, TWENTY-TWO DAYS; TITUS, TWO YEARS, TWO MONTHS; DOMITIAN, FIFTEEN YEARS, EIGHT MONTHS, FIVE DAYS; NERVA, ONE YEAR, FOUR MONTHS, TEN DAYS; TRAJAN, NINETEEN YEARS, SEVEN MONTHS, TEN DAYS; ADRIAN, TWENTY YEARS, TEN MONTHS, TWENTY-EIGHT DAYS. ANTONINUS, TWENTY-TWO YEARS, THREE MONTHS, AND SEVEN DAYS; MARCUS AURELIUS ANTONINUS, NINETEEN YEARS, ELEVEN DAYS; COMMODUS, TWELVE YEARS, NINE MONTHS, FOURTEEN DAYS. FROM JULIUS CAESAR, THEREFORE, TO THE DEATH OF COMMODUS, ARE TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SIX YEARS, SIX MONTHS. AND THE WHOLE FROM ROMULUS, WHO FOUNDED ROME, TILL THE DEATH OF COMMODUS, AMOUNTS TO NINE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-THREE YEARS, SIX MONTHS. AND OUR LORD WAS BORN IN THE TWENTY- EIGHTH YEAR, WHEN FIRST THE CENSUS WAS ORDERED TO BE TAKEN IN THE REIGN OF AUGUSTUS. AND TO PROVE THAT THIS IS TRUE, IT IS WRITTEN IN THE GOSPEL BY LUKE AS FOLLOWS: "AND IN THE FIFTEENTH YEAR, IN THE REIGN OF TIBERIUS CAESAR, THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO JOHN, THE SON OF ZACHARIAS." AND AGAIN, IN THE SAME BOOK: "AND JESUS WAS COMING TO HIS BAPTISM, BEING ABOUT THIRTY YEARS OLD,"(2) AND SO ON. AND THAT IT WAS NECESSARY FOR HIM TO PREACH ONLY A YEAR, THIS ALSO IS WRITTEN:(3) "HE HATH SENT ME TO PROCLAIM THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR [THE YEAR SHALL NOT FAIL IN HEBREWS 1:12] OF THE LORD." THIS BOTH THE PROPHET SPAKE, AND THE GOSPEL. ACCORDINGLY, IN FIFTEEN YEARS OF TIBERIUS AND FIFTEEN YEARS OF AUGUSTUS; SO WERE COMPLETED THE THIRTY YEARS TILL THE TIME HE SUFFERED. AND FROM THE TIME THAT HE SUFFERED TILL THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM ARE FORTY-TWO YEARS AND THREE MONTHS; AND FROM THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM TO THE DEATH OF COMMODUS, A HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS, TEN MONTHS, AND THREE DAYS. FROM THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, THEREFORE, TO THE DEATH OF COMMODUS ARE, IN ALL, A HUNDRED AND NINETY-FOUR YEARS, ONE MONTH, THIRTEEN DAYS. AND THERE ARE THOSE WHO HAVE DETERMINED NOT ONLY THE YEAR OF OUR LORD'S BIRTH, BUT ALSO THE DAY; AND THEY SAY THAT IT TOOK PLACE IN THE TWENTY-EIGHTH YEAR OF AUGUSTUS, AND IN THE TWENTY-FIFTH DAY OF PACHON [THE IMMACULATE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST HAPPENED DIRECTLY AFTER HANUKKAH, BUT NOT DIRECTLY ON HANUKKAH, THAT ENDS ON DECEMBER 10TH, BUT ON THE GREGORIAN CALENDAR IT WOULD BE DECEMBER 21ST WITH 3 DAYS IN THE HEART OF THE EARTH IS DECEMBER 24TH, WHICH IS THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS BASED ON SAINT AUGUSTIN, & SAINT AUGUSTIN WAS NO FOOL ABOUT THE PRECISE DATE, BUT THIS CAN MEAN THE TIME PORTAL DESCENT [AIRBORNE JUMP] OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST FROM THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD IN JANUARY 2ND TO MARCH 6TH, WHICH IS 64 DAYS BETWEEN JOHN IS 12 DAYS WITH AN EXIT & ENTRANCE & JESUS IS 42 DAYS WITH AN EXIT & ENTRANCE & GLOBALLY AROUND MARCH 7TH WOULD BE THE FATHER STEPHEN’S INFALLIBLE INERRANT WORDS COMMANDING THE CROWN SEED SEXLESS BIRTH AS THE LORD JESUS CHRIST THE HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24] TO GET MARY PREGNANT IMMEDIATELY IN HER WOMB OF THE LORD WITH A 9.5 PREGNANCY WITH GLOBALLY 1 WEEK [7-8 DAYS] OF THE SUPREME CREATOR’S DIVINE CREATION & GLOBALLY FOR THE CIVIL CALENDAR IS DECEMBER 24TH/25TH, GLOBALLY FOR THE SACRED CALENDAR IS JULY 24TH/25TH & GLOBALLY FOR THE GREGORIAN CALENDAR IS MAY 24TH/25TH & THIS WOULD RULE OUT THE OTHER TWO CALENDARS BECAUSE THE LORD WAS BORN UNDER THE SEXLESS LAW AT THE TIME, WHICH WOULD POINT GLOBALLY TO THE CIVIL CALENDAR ON CHRISTMAS, DECEMBER 24TH/25TH WOULD BE THE FATHER STEPHEN’S INFALLIBLE INERRANT WORDS COMMANDING IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SEXLESS BIRTH OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST COMING INTO THE WORLD & THE 8TH DAY GLOBALLY IS AT THE ENDING OF DECEMBER 31ST & AT THE BEGINNING OF JANUARY 1ST TO BE NAMED THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHICH IS ALL EXACTLY THE FATHER STEPHEN CHRIST OUR LORD’S TIMEFRAME ALSO IN ACTUALITY & THE 0TH BIRTH, WHICH IS THE 1ST PHYSICAL BIRTH FROM THE WOMB IN THE KINGDOM OF LORDSHIP OF THE LAW & THE SECOND IS THE 1ST PHYSICAL BIRTH, WHICH IS THE INITIAL BORN AGAIN OR ALSO KNOWN AS BEING BORN OF GOD IN THE KINGDOM OF LORDSHIP FROM THE LORD LOCKS UP BETWEEN THESE 2 BIRTHS, LIKE CAIN THAT WAS TEMPTED TO SIN AGAINST ABEL THAT WAS KILLED BY DEATH, IS THE LADY VICTORIA’S REALM OF THE INITIAL TEMPTATION & DEATH IN PROVERBS 8:30-31 & JAMES 1:13-15 WITH THE LORD LUCIFER’S REALM OF THE INITIAL SIN & DEATH IN PROVERBS 8:30-31 & JAMES 1:13-15 & ALSO LIKE JOB THAT ESCHEWED SIN & HIS WIFE VICTORIA THAT TEMPTED, BUT JOB DID NOT SIN, EXCEPT WITH THE LORD IN JOB 1-42 & LIKE ADAM THAT SINNED & EVE THAT TEMPTED IN GENESIS 1:26-6:7 & ALSO LIKE ENOCH, 1ST FROM ADAM THAT ESCHEWED SIN & HIS WIFE VICTORIA THAT ESCHEWED TEMPTATION, BUT ENOCH DID NOT SIN, & DID NOT SIN WITH THE LORD IN GENESIS 6:22-24 & HEBREWS 11:5 TO ULTIMATELY STOP THE SEXUAL CORRUPTION, BUT ANY BIRTHS FROM THE 3RD BIRTH OR MORE ARE ALWAYS BORN OF GOD IN THE KINGDOMS OF LORDSHIPS IN 1ST JOHN 3:9]. AND THE FOLLOWERS OF BASILIDES HOLD THE DAY OF HIS BAPTISM AS A FESTIVAL, SPENDING THE NIGHT BEFORE IN READINGS. AND THEY SAY THAT IT WAS THE FIFTEENTH YEAR OF TIBERIUS CAESAR, THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH TUBI; AND SOME THAT IT WAS THE ELEVENTH OF THE SAME MONTH, AND TREATING OF HIS PASSION, WITH VERY GREAT ACCURACY, SOME SAY THAT IT TOOK PLACE IN THE SIXTEENTH YEAR OF TIBERIUS, ON THE TWENTY-FIFTH OF PHAMENOTH; AND OTHERS THE TWENTY-FIFTH OF PHARMUTHI AND OTHERS SAY THAT ON THE NINETEENTH OF PHARMUTHI THE SAVIOUR SUFFERED. FURTHER, OTHERS SAY THAT HE WAS BORN ON THE TWENTY-FOURTH OR TWENTY-FIFTH OF PHARMUTHI. (4) WE HAVE STILL TO ADD TO OUR CHRONOLOGY THE FOLLOWING, I MEAN THE DAYS WHICH DANIEL INDICATES FROM THE DESOLATION OF JERUSALEM, THE SEVEN YEARS AND SEVEN MONTHS OF THE REIGN OF VESPASIAN. FOR THE TWO YEARS ARE ADDED TO THE SEVENTEEN MONTHS AND EIGHTEEN DAYS OF OTHO, AND GALBA, AND VITELLIUS; AND THE RESULT IS THREE YEARS AND SIX MONTHS, WHICH IS "THE HALF OF THE WEEK," AS DANIEL THE PROPHET SAID. FOR HE SAID THAT THERE WERE TWO THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED DAYS FROM THE TIME THAT THE ABOMINATION OF NERO STOOD IN THE HOLY CITY, TILL ITS DESTRUCTION. FOR THUS THE DECLARATION, WHICH IS SUBJOINED, SHOWS: "HOW LONG SHALL BE THE VISION, THE SACRIFICE TAKEN AWAY, THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION, WHICH IS GIVEN, AND THE POWER AND THE HOLY PLACE SHALL BE TRODDEN UNDER FOOT? AND HE SAID TO HIM, TILL THE EVENING AND MORNING, TWO THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED DAYS, AND THE HOLY PLACE SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY."(1) THESE TWO THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED DAYS, THEN, MAKE SIX YEARS FOUR MONTHS, DURING THE HALF OF WHICH NERO HELD SWAY, AND IT WAS HALF A WEEK; AND FOR A HALF, VESPASIAN WITH OTHO, GALBA, AND VITELLIUS REIGNED. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT DANIEL SAYS, "BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH TO THE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIVE DAYS."(2) FOR UP TO THESE DAYS WAS WAR, AND AFTER THEM IT CEASED. AND THIS NUMBER IS DEMONSTRATED FROM A SUBSEQUENT CHAPTER, WHICH IS AS FOLLOWS: "AND FROM THE TIME OF THE CHANGE OF CONTINUATION, AND OF THE GIVING OF THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION, THERE SHALL BE A THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED AND NINETY DAYS. BLESSED IS HE THAT WAITETH, AND COMETH TO THE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIVE DAYS."(3) FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS THE JEW, WHO COMPOSED THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS, COMPUTING THE PERIODS, SAYS THAT FROM MOSES TO DAVID WERE FIVE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE YEARS; FROM DAVID TO THE SECOND YEAR OF VESPASIAN, A THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-NINE; THEN FROM THAT TO THE TENTH YEAR OF ANTONINUS, SEVENTY-SEVEN. SO THAT FROM MOSES TO THE TENTH YEAR OF ANTONINUS THERE ARE, IN ALL, TWO THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-THREE YEARS. OF OTHERS, COUNTING FROM INACHUS AND MOSES TO THE DEATH OF COMMODUS, SOME SAY THERE WERE THREE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-TWO YEARS; AND OTHERS, TWO THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND THIRTY-ONE YEARS. AND IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, THE GENEALOGY WHICH BEGINS WITH ABRAHAM IS CONTINUED DOWN TO MARY THE MOTHER OF THE LORD. "FOR," IT IS SAID, (4) "FROM ABRAHAM TO DAVID ARE FOURTEEN GENERATIONS; AND FROM DAVID TO THE CARRYING AWAY INTO BABYLON ARE FOURTEEN GENERATIONS; AND FROM THE CARRYING AWAY INTO BABYLON TILL CHRIST ARE LIKEWISE OTHER FOURTEEN GENERATIONS,"--THREE MYSTIC INTERVALS COMPLETED IN SIX WEEKS. (5) 
CHAP. XXII. ON THE GREEK TRANSLATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
SO MUCH FOR THE DETAILS RESPECTING DATES, AS STATED VARIOUSLY BY MANY, AND AS SET DOWN BY US. IT IS SAID THAT THE SCRIPTURES BOTH OF THE LAW AND OF THE PROPHETS WERE TRANSLATED FROM THE DIALECT OF THE HEBREWS INTO THE GREEK LANGUAGE IN THE REIGN OF PTOLEMY THE SON OF LAGOS, OR, ACCORDING TO OTHERS, OF PTOLEMY SURNAMED PHILADELPHUS; DEMETRIUS PHALEREUS BRINGING TO THIS TASK THE GREATEST EARNESTNESS, AND EMPLOYING PAINSTAKING ACCURACY ON THE MATERIALS FOR THE TRANSLATION. FOR THE MACEDONIANS BEING STILL IN POSSESSION OF ASIA, AND THE KING BEING AMBITIOUS OF ADORNING THE LIBRARY HE HAD AT ALEXANDRIA WITH ALL WRITINGS, DESIRED THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM TO TRANSLATE THE PROPHECIES THEY POSSESSED INTO THE GREEK DIALECT. AND THEY BEING THE SUBJECTS OF THE MACEDONIANS, SELECTED FROM THOSE OF HIGHEST CHARACTER AMONG THEM SEVENTY ELDERS, VERSED IN THE SCRIPTURES, AND SKILLED IN THE GREEK DIALECT, AND SENT THEM TO HIM WITH THE DIVINE BOOKS. AND EACH HAVING SEVERALLY TRANSLATED EACH PROPHETIC BOOK, AND ALL THE TRANSLATIONS BEING COMPARED TOGETHER, THEY AGREED BOTH IN MEANING AND EXPRESSION. FOR IT WAS THE COUNSEL OF GOD CARRIED OUT FOR THE BENEFIT OF GRECIAN EARS. IT WAS NOT ALIEN TO THE INSPIRATION OF GOD, WHO GAVE THE PROPHECY, ALSO TO PRODUCE THE TRANSLATION, AND MAKE IT AS IT WERE GREEK PROPHECY. SINCE THE SCRIPTURES HAVING PERISHED IN THE CAPTIVITY OF NABUCHODONOSOR, ESDRAS (6) THE LEVITE, THE PRIEST, IN THE TIME OF ARTAXERXES KING OF THE PERSIANS, HAVING BECOME INSPIRED IN THE EXERCISE OF PROPHECY RESTORED AGAIN THE WHOLE OF THE ANCIENT SCRIPTURES. AND ARISTOBULUS, IN HIS FIRST BOOK ADDRESSED TO PHILOMETOR, WRITES IN THESE WORDS: "AND PLATO FOLLOWED THE LAWS GIVEN TO US, AND HAD MANIFESTLY STUDIED ALL THAT IS SAID IN THEM." AND BEFORE DEMETRIUS THERE HAD BEEN TRANSLATED BY ANOTHER, PREVIOUS TO THE DOMINION OF ALEXANDER AND OF THE PERSIANS, THE ACCOUNT OF THE DEPARTURE OF OUR COUNTRYMEN THE HEBREWS FROM EGYPT, AND THE FAME OF ALL THAT HAPPENED TO THEM, AND THEIR TAKING POSSESSION OF THE LAND, AND THE ACCOUNT OF THE WHOLE CODE OF LAWS; SO THAT IT IS PERFECTLY CLEAR THAT THE ABOVE-MENTIONED PHILOSOPHER DERIVED A GREAT DEAL FROM THIS SOURCE, FOR HE WAS VERY LEARNED, AS ALSO PYTHAGORAS, WHO TRANSFERRED MANY THINGS FROM OUR BOOKS TO HIS OWN SYSTEM OF DOCTRINES. AND NUMENIUS, THE PYTHAGOREAN PHILOSOPHER, EXPRESSLY WRITES: "FOR WHAT IS PLATO, BUT MOSES SPEAKING IN ATTIC GREEK?" THIS MOSES WAS A THEOLOGIAN AND PROPHET, AND AS SOME SAY, AN INTERPRETER OF SACRED LAWS. HIS FAMILY, HIS DEEDS, AND LIFE, ARE RELATED BY THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES, WHICH ARE WORTHY OF ALL CREDIT; BUT HAVE NEVERTHELESS TO BE STATED BY US ALSO AS WELL AS WE CAN. (1) 
CHAP. XXIII. THE AGE, BIRTH, AND LIFE OF MOSES. 
MOSES, ORIGINALLY OF A CHALDEAN (2) FAMILY, WAS BORN IN EGYPT, HIS ANCESTORS HAVING MIGRATED FROM BABYLON INTO EGYPT ON ACCOUNT OF A PROTRACTED FAMINE. BORN IN THE SEVENTH GENERATION (3) AND HAVING RECEIVED A ROYAL EDUCATION, THE FOLLOWING ARE THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF HIS HISTORY. THE HEBREWS HAVING INCREASED IN EGYPT TO A GREAT MULTITUDE, AND THE KING OF THE COUNTRY BEING AFRAID OF INSURRECTION IN CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR NUMBERS, HE ORDERED ALL THE FEMALE CHILDREN BORN TO THE HEBREWS TO BE REARED (WOMAN BEING UNFIT FOR WAR), BUT THE MALE TO BE DESTROYED, BEING SUSPICIOUS OF STALWART YOUTH. BUT THE CHILD BEING GOODLY, HIS PARENTS NURSED HIM SECRETLY THREE MONTHS, NATURAL AFFECTION BEING TOO STRONG FOR THE MONARCH'S CRUELTY. BUT AT LAST, DREADING LEST THEY SHOULD BE DESTROYED ALONG WITH THE CHILD, THEY MADE A BASKET OF THE PAPYRUS THAT GREW THERE, PUT THE CHILD IN IT, AND LAID IT ON THE BANKS OF THE MARSHY RIVER. THE CHILD'S SISTER STOOD AT A DISTANCE, AND WATCHED WHAT WOULD HAPPEN. IN THIS EMERGENCY, THE KING'S DAUGHTER, WHO FOR A LONG TIME HAD NOT BEEN PREGNANT, AND WHO LONGED FOR A CHILD, CAME THAT DAY TO THE RIVER TO BATHE AND WASH HERSELF; AND HEARING THE CHILD CRY, SHE ORDERED IT TO BE BROUGHT TO HER; AND TOUCHED WITH PITY, SOUGHT A NURSE. AT THAT MOMENT THE CHILD'S SISTER RAN UP, AND SAID THAT, IF SHE WISHED, SHE COULD PROCURE FOR HER AS NURSE ONE OF THE HEBREW WOMEN WHO HAD RECENTLY HAD A CHILD. AND ON HER CONSENTING AND DESIRING HER TO DO SO, SHE BROUGHT THE CHILD'S MOTHER TO BE NURSE FOR A STIPULATED FEE, AS IF SHE HAD BEEN SOME OTHER PERSON. THEREUPON THE QUEEN GAVE THE BABE THE NAME OF MOSES, WITH ETYMOLOGICAL PROPRIETY, FROM HIS BEING DRAWN OUT OF "THE WATER,"(4) FOR THE EGYPTIANS CALL WATER "MOU,"--IN WHICH HE HAD BEEN EXPOSED TO DIE. FOR THEY CALL MOSES ONE WHO "WHO BREATHED [ON BEING TAKEN] FROM THE WATER." IT IS CLEAR THAT PREVIOUSLY THE PARENTS GAVE A NAME TO THE CHILD ON HIS CIRCUMCISION; AND HE WAS CALLED JOACHIM. AND HE HAD A THIRD NAME IN HEAVEN, AFTER HIS ASCENSION, (5) AS THE MYSTICS SAY-- MELCHI. HAVING REACHED THE PROPER AGE, HE WAS TAUGHT ARITHMETIC, GEOMETRY, POETRY, HARMONY, AND BESIDES, MEDICINE AND MUSIC, BY THOSE THAT EXCELLED IN THESE ARTS AMONG THE EGYPTIANS; AND BESIDES, THE PHILOSOPHY WHICH IS CONVEYED BY SYMBOLS, WHICH THEY POINT OUT IN THE HIEROGLYPHICAL INSCRIPTIONS. THE REST OF THE USUAL COURSE OF INSTRUCTION, GREEKS TAUGHT HIM IN EGYPT AS A ROYAL CHILD, AS PHILO SAYS IN HIS LIFE OF MOSES. HE LEARNED, BESIDES, THE LITERATURE OF THE EGYPTIANS, AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES FROM THE CHALDEANS AND THE EGYPTIANS; WHENCE IN THE ACTS (6) HE IS SAID "TO HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED IN ALL THE WISDOM OF THE EGYPTIANS." AND EUPOLEMUS, IN HIS BOOK ON THE KINGS IN JUDEA, SAYS THAT "MOSES WAS THE FIRST WISE MAN, AND THE FIRST THAT IMPARTED GRAMMAR TO THE JEWS, THAT THE PHOENICIANS RECEIVED IT FROM THE JEWS, AND THE GREEKS FROM THE PHOENICIANS." AND BETAKING HIMSELF TO THEIR PHILOSOPHY, (7) HE INCREASED HIS WISDOM, BEING ARDENTLY ATTACHED TO THE TRAINING RECEIVED FROM HIS KINDRED AND ANCESTORS, TILL HE STRUCK AND SLEW THE EGYPTIAN WHO WRONGFULLY ATTACKED THE HEBREW. AND THE MYSTICS SAY THAT HE SLEW THE EGYPTIAN BY A WORD ONLY; AS, CERTAINLY, PETER IN THE ACTS IS RELATED TO HAVE SLAIN BY SPEECH THOSE WHO APPROPRIATED PART OF THE PRICE OF THE FIELD, AND LIED. (8) AND SO ARTAPANUS, IN HIS WORK ON THE JEWS, RELATES "THAT MOSES, BEING SHUT UP IN CUSTODY BY CHENEPHRES, KING OF THE EGYPTIANS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE PEOPLE DEMANDING TO BE LET GO FROM EGYPT, THE PRISON BEING OPENED BY NIGHT, BY THE INTERPOSITION OF GOD, WENT FORTH, AND REACHING THE PALACE, STOOD BEFORE THE KING AS HE SLEPT, AND AROUSED HIM; AND THAT THE LATTER, STRUCK WITH WHAT HAD TAKEN PLACE, BADE MOSES TELL HIM THE NAME OF THE GOD WHO HAD SENT HIM; AND THAT HE, BENDING FORWARD, TOLD HIM IN HIS EAR; AND THAT THE KING ON HEARING IT FELL SPEECHLESS, BUT BEING SUPPORTED BY MOSES, REVIVED AGAIN." AND RESPECTING THE EDUCATION OF MOSES, WE SHALL FIND A HARMONIOUS ACCOUNT IN EZEKIEL, (9) THE COMPOSER OF JEWISH TRAGEDIES IN THE DRAMA ENTITLED THE EXODUS. HE THUS WRITES IN THE PERSON OF MOSES: "FOR, SEEING OUR RACE ABUNDANTLY INCREASE, HIS TREACHEROUS SNARES KING PHARAOH AGAINST US LAID, AND CRUELLY IN BRICK-KILNS SOME OF US, AND SOME, IN TOILSOME WORKS OF BUILDING, PLAGUED. AND TOWNS AND TOWERS BY TOIL OF ILL-STARRED MEN HE RAISED. THEN TO THE HEBREW RACE PROCLAIMED, THAT EACH MALE CHILD SHOULD IN DEEP-FLOWING NILE BE DROWNED. MY MOTHER BORE AND HID ME THEN THREE MONTHS (SO AFTERWARDS SHE TOLD). THEN TOOK, AND ME ADORNED WITH FAIR ARRAY, AND PLACED ON THE DEEP SEDGY MARSH BY NILUS BANK, WHILE MIRIAM, MY SISTER, WATCHED AFAR. THEN, WITH HER MAIDS, THE DAUGHTER OF THE KING, TO BATHE HER BEAUTY IN THE CLEANSING STREAM, CAME NEAR, STRAIGHT SAW, AND TOOK AND RAISED ME UP; AND KNEW ME FOR A HEBREW. MIRIAM MY SISTER TO THE PRINCESS RAN, AND SAID, 'IS IT THY PLEASURE, THAT I HASTE AND FIND A NURSE FOR THEE TO REAR THIS CHILD AMONG THE HEBREW WOMEN?' THE PRINCESS GAVE ASSENT. THE MAIDEN TO HER MOTHER SPED, AND TOLD, WHO QUICK APPEARED. MY OWN DEAR MOTHER TOOK ME IN HER ARMS. THEN SAID THE DAUGHTER OF THE KING: 'NURSE ME THIS CHILD, AND I WILL GIVE THEE WAGES.' AND MY NAME MOSES SHE CALLED, BECAUSE SHE DREW AND SAVED ME FROM THE WATERS ON THE RIVER'S BANK. AND WHEN THE DAYS OF CHILDHOOD HAD FLOWN BY, MY MOTHER BROUGHT ME TO THE PALACE WHERE THE PRINCESS DWELT, AFTER DISCLOSING ALL ABOUT MY ANCESTRY, AND GOD'S GREAT GIFTS. IN BOYHOOD'S YEARS I ROYAL NURTURE HAD, AND IN ALL PRINCELY EXERCISE WAS TRAINED, AS IF THE PRINCESS'S VERY SON. BUT WHEN THE CIRCLING DAYS HAD RUN THEIR COURSE, I LEFT THE ROYAL PALACE." THEN, AFTER RELATING THE COMBAT BETWEEN THE HEBREW AND THE EGYPTIAN, AND THE BURYING OF THE EGYPTIAN IN THE SAND, HE SAYS OF THE OTHER CONTEST:  "WHY STRIKE ONE FEEBLER THAN THYSELF? AND HE REJOINED: WHO MADE THEE JUDGE O'ER US, OR RULER? WILT THOU SLAY ME, AS THOU DIDST HIM YESTERDAY? AND I M TERROR SAID, HOW IS THIS KNOWN?" THEN HE FLED FROM EGYPT AND FED SHEEP, BEING THUS TRAINED BEFOREHAND FOR PASTORAL RULE. FOR THE SHEPHERD'S LIFE IS A PREPARATION FOR SOVEREIGNTY IN THE CASE OF HIM WHO IS DESTINED TO RULE OVER THE PEACEFUL FLOCK OF MEN, AS THE CHASE FOR THOSE WHO ARE BY NATURE WARLIKE. THENCE GOD BROUGHT HIM TO LEAD THE HEBREWS. THEN THE EGYPTIANS, OFT ADMONISHED, CONTINUED UNWISE; AND THE HEBREWS WERE SPECTATORS OF THE CALAMITIES THAT OTHERS SUFFERED, LEARNING IN SAFETY THE POWER OF GOD. AND WHEN THE EGYPTIANS GAVE NO HEED TO THE EFFECTS OF THAT POWER, THROUGH THEIR FOOLISH INFATUATION DISBELIEVING, THEN, AS IS SAID, "THE CHILDREN KNEW" WHAT WAS DONE; AND THE HEBREWS AFTERWARDS GOING FORTH, DEPARTED CARRYING MUCH SPOIL FROM THE EGYPTIANS, NOT FOR AVARICE, AS THE CAVILERS SAY, FOR GOD DID NOT PERSUADE THEM TO COVET WHAT BELONGED TO OTHERS. BUT, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THEY TOOK WAGES FOR THE SERVICES THEY HAD RENDERED THE EGYPTIANS ALL THE TIME; AND THEN IN A WAY RECOMPENSED THE EGYPTIANS, BY AFFLICTING THEM IN REQUITAL AS AVARICIOUS, BY THE ABSTRACTION OF THE BOOTY, AS THEY HAD DONE THE HEBREWS BY ENSLAVING THEM. WHETHER, THEN, AS MAY BE ALLEGED IS DONE IN WAR, THEY THOUGHT IT PROPER, IN THE EXERCISE OF THE RIGHTS OF CONQUERORS, TO TAKE AWAY THE PROPERTY OF THEIR ENEMIES, AS THOSE WHO HAVE GAINED THE DAY DO FROM THOSE WHO ARE WORSTED (AND THERE WAS JUST CAUSE OF HOSTILITIES. THE HEBREWS CAME AS SUPPLIANTS TO THE EGYPTIANS ON ACCOUNT OF FAMINE; AND THEY, REDUCING THEIR GUESTS TO SLAVERY, COMPELLED THEM TO SERVE THEM AFTER THE MANNER OF CAPTIVES, GIVING THEM NO RECOMPENSE); OR AS IN PEACE, TOOK THE SPOIL AS WAGES AGAINST THE WILL OF THOSE WHO FOR A LONG PERIOD HAD GIVEN THEM NO RECOMPENSE, BUT RATHER HAD ROBBED THEM, [IT IS ALL ONE.] 
CHAP. XXIV. HOW MOSES DISCHARGED THE PART OF A MILITARY LEADER. 
OUR MOSES THEN IS A PROPHET, A LEGISLATOR, SKILLED IN MILITARY TACTICS AND STRATEGY, A POLITICIAN, A PHILOSOPHER. AND IN WHAT SENSE HE WAS A PROPHET, SHALL BE BY AND BY TOLD, WHEN WE COME TO TREAT OF PROPHECY. TACTICS BELONG TO MILITARY COMMAND, AND THE ABILITY TO COMMAND AN ARMY IS AMONG THE ATTRIBUTES OF KINGLY RULE. LEGISLATION, AGAIN, IS ALSO ONE OF THE FUNCTIONS OF THE KINGLY OFFICE, AS ALSO JUDICIAL AUTHORITY. OF THE KINGLY OFFICE ONE KIND IS DIVINE, THAT WHICH IS ACCORDING TO GOD AND HIS HOLY SON, BY WHOM BOTH THE GOOD THINGS WHICH ARE OF THE EARTH, AND EXTERNAL AND PERFECT FELICITY TOO, ARE SUPPLIED. "FOR," IT IS SAID, "SEEK WHAT IS GREAT, AND THE LITTLE THINGS SHALL BE ADDED."(1) AND THERE IS A SECOND KIND OF ROYALTY, INFERIOR TO THAT ADMINISTRATION WHICH IS PURELY RATIONAL AND DIVINE, WHICH BRINGS TO THE TASK OF GOVERNMENT MERELY THE HIGH METTLE OF THE SOUL; AFTER WHICH FASHION HERCULES RULED THE ARGIVES, AND ALEXANDER THE MACEDONIANS. THE THIRD KIND IS WHAT AIMS AFTER ONE THING-- MERELY TO CONQUER AND OVERTURN; BUT TO TURN CONQUEST EITHER TO A GOOD OR A BAD PURPOSE, BELONGS NOT TO SUCH RULE. SUCH WAS THE AIM OF THE PERSIANS IN THEIR CAMPAIGN AGAINST GREECE. FOR, ON THE ONE HAND, FONDNESS FOR STRIFE IS SOLELY THE RESULT OF PASSION, AND ACQUIRES POWER SOLELY FOR THE SAKE OF DOMINATION; WHILE, ON THE OTHER, THE LOVE OF GOOD IS CHARACTERISTIC OF A SOUL WHICH USES ITS HIGH SPIRIT FOR NOBLE ENDS. THE FOURTH, THE WORST OF ALL, IS THE SOVEREIGNTY WHICH ACTS ACCORDING TO THE PROMPTINGS OF THE PASSIONS, AS THAT OF SARDANAPALUS, AND THOSE WHO PROPOSE TO THEMSELVES AS THEIR END THE GRATIFICATION OF THE PASSIONS TO THE UTMOST. BUT THE INSTRUMENT OF REGAL SWAY--THE INSTRUMENT AT ONCE OF THAT WHICH OVERCOMES BY VIRTUE, AND THAT WHICH DOES SO BY FORCE--IS THE POWER OF MANAGING (OR TACT). AND IT, VARIES ACCORDING TO THE NATURE AND THE MATERIAL. IN THE CASE OF ARMS AND OF FIGHTING ANIMALS THE ORDERING POWER IS THE SOUL AND MIND, BY MEANS ANIMATE AND INANIMATE; AND IN THE CASE OF THE PASSIONS OF THE SOUL, WHICH WE MASTER BY VIRTUE, REASON IS THE ORDERING POWER, BY AFFIXING THE SEAL OF CONTINENCE AND SELF-RESTRAINT, ALONG WITH HOLINESS, AND SOUND KNOWLEDGE WITH TRUTH, MAKING THE RESULT OF THE WHOLE TO TERMINATE IN PIETY TOWARDS GOD. FOR IT IS WISDOM WHICH REGULATES IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO SO PRACTICE VIRTUE; AND DIVINE THINGS ARE ORDERED BY WISDOM, AND HUMAN AFFAIRS BY POLITICS--ALL THINGS BY THE KINGLY FACULTY. HE IS A KING, THEN, WHO GOVERNS ACCORDING TO THE LAWS, AND POSSESSES THE SKILL TO SWAY WILLING SUBJECTS. SUCH IS THE LORD, WHO RECEIVES ALL WHO BELIEVE ON HIM AND BY HIM. FOR THE FATHER HAS DELIVERED AND SUBJECTED ALL TO CHRIST OUR KING," THAT AT THE NAME OF JESUS EVERY KNEE MAY BOW, OF THINGS IN HEAVEN, AND THINGS IN EARTH, AND THINGS UNDER THE EARTH, AND EVERY TONGUE CONFESS THAT JESUS CHRIST IS LORD, TO THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN].'(1) NOW, GENERALSHIP INVOLVES THREE IDEAS: CAUTION, ENTERPRISE, AND THE UNION OF THE TWO. AND EACH OF THESE CONSISTS OF THREE THINGS, ACTING AS THEY DO EITHER BY WORD, OR BY DEEDS, OR BY BOTH TOGETHER. AND ALL THIS CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED EITHER BY PERSUASION, OR BY COMPULSION, OR BY INFLICTING HARM IN THE WAY OF TAKING VENGEANCE ON THOSE WHO OUGHT TO BE PUNISHED; AND THIS EITHER BY DOING WHAT IS RIGHT, OR BY TELLING WHAT IS UNTRUE, OR BY TELLING WHAT IS TRUE, OR BY ADOPTING ANY OF THESE MEANS CONJOINTLY AT THE SAME TIME. NOW, THE GREEKS HAD THE ADVANTAGE OF RECEIVING FROM MOSES ALL THESE, AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF HOW TO MAKE USE OF EACH OF THEM. AND, FOR THE SAKE OF EXAMPLE, I SHALL CITE ONE OR TWO INSTANCES OF LEADERSHIP. MOSES, ON LEADING THE PEOPLE FORTH, SUSPECTING THAT THE EGYPTIANS WOULD PURSUE, LEFT THE SHORT AND DIRECT ROUTE, AND TURNED TO THE DESERT, AND MARCHED MOSTLY BY NIGHT. FOR IT WAS ANOTHER KIND OF ARRANGEMENT BY WHICH THE HEBREWS WERE TRAINED IN THE GREAT WILDERNESS, AND FOR A PROTRACTED TIME, TO BELIEF IN THE EXISTENCE OF ONE GOD ALONE, BEING INURED BY THE WISE DISCIPLINE OF ENDURANCE TO WHICH THEY WERE SUBJECTED. THE STRATEGY OF MOSES, THEREFORE, SHOWS THE NECESSITY OF DISCERNING WHAT WILL BE OF SERVICE BEFORE THE APPROACH OF DANGERS, AND SO TO ENCOUNTER THEM. IT TURNED OUT PRECISELY AS HE SUSPECTED, FOR THE EGYPTIANS PURSUED WITH HORSES AND CHARIOTS, BUT WERE QUICKLY DESTROYED BY THE SEA BREAKING ON THEM AND OVERWHELMING THEM WITH THEIR HORSES AND CHARIOTS, SO THAT NOT A REMNANT OF THEM WAS LEFT. AFTERWARDS THE PILLAR OF FIRE, WHICH ACCOMPANIED THEM (FOR IT WENT BEFORE THEM AS A GUIDE), CONDUCTED THE HEBREWS BY NIGHT THROUGH AN UNTRODDEN REGION, TRAINING AND BRACING THEM, BY TOILS AND HARDSHIPS, TO MANLINESS AND ENDURANCE, THAT AFTER THEIR EXPERIENCE OF WHAT APPEARED FORMIDABLE DIFFICULTIES, THE BENEFITS OF THE LAND, TO WHICH FROM THE TRACKLESS DESERT HE WAS CONDUCTING THEM, MIGHT BECOME APPARENT. FURTHERMORE, HE PUT TO FLIGHT AND SLEW THE HOSTILE OCCUPANTS OF THE LAND, FALLING UPON THEM FROM A DESERT AND RUGGED LINE OF MARCH (SUCH WAS THE EXCELLENCE OF HIS GENERALSHIP). FOR THE TAKING OF THE LAND OF THOSE HOSTILE TRIBES WAS A WORK OF SKILL AND STRATEGY. PERCEIVING THIS, MILTIADES, THE ATHENIAN GENERAL, WHO CONQUERED THE PERSIANS IN BATTLE AT MARATHON, IMITATED IT IN THE FOLLOWING FASHION. MARCHING OVER A TRACKLESS DESERT, HE LED ON THE ATHENIANS BY NIGHT, AND ELUDED THE BARBARIANS THAT WERE SET TO WATCH HIM. FOR HIPPIAS, WHO HAD DESERTED FROM THE ATHENIANS, CONDUCTED THE BARBARIANS INTO ATTICA, AND SEIZED AND HELD THE POINTS OF VANTAGE, IN CONSEQUENCE OF HAVING A KNOWLEDGE OF THE GROUND. THE TASK WAS THEN TO ELUDE HIPPIAS. WHENCE RIGHTLY MILTIADES, TRAVERSING THE DESERT AND ATTACKING BY NIGHT THE PERSIANS COMMANDED BY DATES, LED HIS SOLDIERS TO VICTORY. BUT FURTHER, WHEN THRASYBULUS WAS BRINGING BACK THE EXILES FROM PHYLA, AND WISHED TO ELUDE OBSERVATION, A PILLAR BECAME HIS GUIDE AS HE MARCHED OVER A TRACKLESS REGION. TO THRASYBULUS BY NIGHT, THE SKY BEING MOONLESS AND STORMY, A FIRE APPEARED LEADING THE WAY, WHICH, HAVING CONDUCTED THEM SAFELY, LEFT THEM NEAR MUNYCHIA, WHERE IS NOW THE ALTAR OF THE LIGHT-BRINGER (PHOSPHORUS). FROM SUCH AN INSTANCE, THEREFORE, LET OUR ACCOUNTS BECOME CREDIBLE TO THE GREEKS, NAMELY, THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR THE OMNIPOTENT GOD TO MAKE THE PILLAR OF FIRE, WHICH WAS THEIR GUIDE ON THEIR MARCH, GO BEFORE THE HEBREWS BY NIGHT. IT IS SAID ALSO IN A CERTAIN ORACLE, "A PILLAR TO THE THEBANS IS JOY-INSPIRING BACCHUS," FROM THE HISTORY OF THE HEBREWS. ALSO, EURIPIDES SAYS, IN ANTIOPE, "IN THE CHAMBERS WITHIN, THE HERDSMAN, WITH CHAPLET OF IVY, PILLAR OF THE EVOEAN GOD." THE PILLAR INDICATES THAT GOD CANNOT BE PORTRAYED. THE PILLAR OF LIGHT, TOO, IN ADDITION TO ITS, POINTING OUT THAT GOD CANNOT BE REPRESENTED, SHOWS ALSO THE STABILITY AND THE PERMANENT DURATION OF THE DEITY, AND HIS UNCHANGEABLE AND INEXPRESSIBLE LIGHT. BEFORE, THEN, THE INVENTION OF THE FORMS OF IMAGES, THE ANCIENTS ERECTED PILLARS, AND REVERENCED THEM AS STATUES OF THE DEITY. ACCORDINGLY, HE WHO COMPOSED THE PHARONIS WRITES, "CALLITHOE, KEY-BEARER OF THE OLYMPIAN QUEEN: ARGIVE HERA, WHO FIRST WITH FILLETS AND WITH FRINGES THE QUEEN'S TALL COLUMN ALL AROUND ADORNED." FURTHER, THE AUTHOR OF EUROPIA RELATES THAT THE STATUE OF APOLLO AT DELPHI WAS A PILLAR IN THESE WORDS: "THAT TO THE GOD FIRST-FRUITS AND TITHES WE MAY ON SACRED PILLARS AND ON LOFTY COLUMN HANG." APOLLO, INTERPRETED MYSTICALLY BY "PRIVATION OF MANY,"(1) MEANS THE ONE GOD. WELL, THEN, THAT FIRE LIKE A PILLAR, AND THE FIRE IN THE DESERT, IS THE SYMBOL OF THE HOLY LIGHT WHICH PASSED THROUGH FROM EARTH AND RETURNED AGAIN TO HEAVEN, BY THE WOOD [OF THE CROSS], BY WHICH ALSO THE GIFT OF INTELLECTUAL VISION WAS BESTOWED ON US. 
CHAP. XXV. PLATO AN IMITATOR OF MOSES IN FRAMING LAWS. 
PLATO THE PHILOSOPHER, AIDED IN LEGISLATION BY THE BOOKS OF MOSES, CENSURED THE POLITY OF MINOS, AND THAT OF LYCURGUS, AS HAVING BRAVERY ALONE AS THEIR AIM; WHILE HE PRAISED AS MORE-SEEMLY THE POLITY WHICH EXPRESSES SOME ONE THING, AND DIRECTS ACCORDING TO ONE PRECEPT. FOR HE SAYS THAT IT BECOMES US TO PHILOSOPHIZE WITH STRENGTH, AND DIGNITY, AND WISDOM, HOLDING UNALTERABLY THE SAME OPINIONS ABOUT THE SAME THINGS, WITH REFERENCE TO THE DIGNITY OF HEAVEN. ACCORDINGLY, THEREFORE, HE INTERPRETS WHAT IS IN THE LAW, ENJOINING US TO LOOK TO ONE GOD AND TO DO JUSTLY. OF POLITICS, HE SAYS THERE ARE TWO KINDS, THE DEPARTMENT OF LAW, AND THAT OF POLITICS, STRICTLY SO CALLED. AND HE REFERS TO THE CREATOR, AS THE STATESMAN (O POLITIKOS) BY WAY OF EMINENCE, IN HIS BOOK OF THIS NAME (O POLITIKOS); AND THOSE WHO LEAD AN ACTIVE AND JUST LIFE, COMBINED WITH CONTEMPLATION, HE CALLS STATESMEN (POLITIKO). THAT DEPARTMENT OF POLITICS WHICH IS CALLED "LAW," HE DIVIDES INTO ADMINISTRATIVE MAGNANIMITY AND PRIVATE GOOD ORDER, WHICH HE CALLS ORDERLINESS; AND HARMONY, AND SOBRIETY, WHICH ARE SEEN WHEN RULERS SUIT THEIR SUBJECTS, AND SUBJECTS ARE OBEDIENT TO THEIR RULERS; A RESULT WHICH THE SYSTEM OF MOSES SEDULOUSLY AIMS AT EFFECTING. FURTHER, THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF LAW IS FOUNDED ON GENERATION, THAT OF POLITICS ON FRIENDSHIP AND CONSENT, PLATO, WITH THE AID HE RECEIVED, AFFIRMS; AND SO, COUPLED WITH THE LAWS THE PHILOSOPHER IN THE EPINOMIS, WHO KNEW THE COURSE OF ALL GENERATION, WHICH TAKES PLACE BY THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF THE PLANETS; AND THE OTHER PHILOSOPHER, TIMAEUS, WHO WAS AN ASTRONOMER AND STUDENT OF THE MOTIONS OF THE STARS, AND OF THEIR SYMPATHY AND ASSOCIATION WITH ONE ANOTHER, HE CONSEQUENTLY JOINED TO THE "POLITY" (OR "REPUBLIC"). THEN, IN MY OPINION, THE END BOTH OF THE STATESMAN, AND OF HIM WHO LIVES ACCORDING TO THE LAW, IS CONTEMPLATION. IT IS NECESSARY, THEREFORE, THAT PUBLIC AFFAIRS SHOULD BE RIGHTLY MANAGED. BUT TO PHILOSOPHIZE IS BEST. FOR HE WHO IS WISE WILL LIVE CONCENTRATING ALL HIS ENERGIES ON KNOWLEDGE, DIRECTING HIS LIFE BY GOOD DEEDS, DESPISING THE OPPOSITE, AND FOLLOWING THE PURSUITS WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO TRUTH. AND THE LAW IS NOT WHAT IS DECIDED BY LAW (FOR WHAT IS SEEN IS NOT VISION), NOR EVERY OPINION (NOT CERTAINLY WHAT IS EVIL). BUT LAW IS THE OPINION WHICH IS GOOD, AND WHAT IS GOOD IS THAT WHICH IS TRUE, AND WHAT IS TRUE IS THAT WHICH FINDS "TRUE BEING," AND ATTAINS TO IT. "HE WHO IS,"(2) SAYS MOSES, "SENT ME." IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHICH, NAMELY, GOOD OPINION, SOME HAVE CALLED LAW, RIGHT REASON, WHICH ENJOINS WHAT IS TO BE DONE AND FORBIDS WHAT IS NOT TO BE DONE. 
CHAP. XXVI. MOSES RIGHTLY CALLED A DIVINE LEGISLATOR, AND, THOUGH INFERIOR TO CHRIST, FAR SUPERIOR TO THE GREAT LEGISLATORS OF THE GREEKS, MINOS AND LYCURGUS. 
WHENCE THE LAW WAS RIGHTLY SAID TO HAVE BEEN GIVEN BY MOSES, BEING A RULE OF FIGHT AND WRONG; AND WE MAY CALL IT WITH ACCURACY THE DIVINE ORDINANCE (QESMOS (3)), INASMUCH AS IT WAS GIVEN BY GOD THROUGH MOSES. IT ACCORDINGLY CONDUCTS TO THE DIVINE. PAUL SAYS: "THE LAW WAS INSTITUTED BECAUSE OF TRANSGRESSIONS, TILL THE SEED SHOULD COME, TO WHOM THE PROMISE WAS MADE." THEN, AS IF IN EXPLANATION OF HIS MEANING, HE ADDS: "BUT BEFORE FAITH CAME, WE WERE KEPT UNDER THE LAW, SHUT UP," MANIFESTLY THROUGH FEAR, IN CONSEQUENCE OF SINS, "UNTO THE FAITH WHICH SHOULD AFTERWARDS BE REVEALED; SO THAT THE LAW WAS A SCHOOLMASTER TO BRING US TO CHRIST, THAT WE SHOULD BE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH."(4) THE TRUE LEGISLATOR IS HE WHO ASSIGNS TO EACH DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUL WHAT IS SUITABLE TO IT AND TO ITS OPERATIONS. NOW MOSES, TO SPEAK COMPREHENSIVELY, WAS A LIVING LAW, GOVERNED BY THE BENIGN WORD. ACCORDINGLY, HE FURNISHED A GOOD POLITY, WHICH IS THE RIGHT DISCIPLINE OF MEN IN SOCIAL LIFE. HE ALSO HANDLED THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE, WHICH IS THAT BRANCH OF KNOWLEDGE WHICH DEALS WITH THE CORRECTION OF TRANSGRESSORS IN THE INTERESTS OF JUSTICE. COORDINATE WITH IT IS THE FACULTY OF DEALING WITH PUNISHMENTS, WHICH IS A KNOWLEDGE OF THE DUE MEASURE TO BE OBSERVED IN PUNISHMENTS. AND PUNISHMENT, IN VIRTUE OF ITS BEING SO, IS THE CORRECTION OF THE SOUL. IN A WORD, THE WHOLE SYSTEM OF MOSES IS SUITED FOR THE TRAINING OF SUCH AS ARE CAPABLE OF BECOMING GOOD AND NOBLE MEN, AND FOR HUNTING OUT MEN LIKE THEM; AND THIS IS THE ART OF COMMAND. AND THAT WISDOM, WHICH IS CAPABLE OF TREATING RIGHTLY THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CAUGHT BY THE WORD, IS LEGISLATIVE WISDOM. FOR IT IS THE PROPERTY OF THIS WISDOM, BEING MOST KINGLY, TO POSSESS AND USE, IT IS THE WISE MAN, THEREFORE, ALONE WHOM THE PHILOSOPHERS PROCLAIM KING, LEGISLATOR, GENERAL, JUST, HOLY, GOD-BELOVED. AND IF WE DISCOVER THESE QUALITIES IN MOSES, AS SHOWN FROM THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES, WE MAY, WITH THE MOST ASSURED PERSUASION, PRONOUNCE MOSES TO BE TRULY WISE. AS THEN WE SAY THAT IT BELONGS TO THE SHEPHERD'S ART TO CARE FOR THE SHEEP; FOR SO "THE GOOD SHEPHERD GIVETH HIS LIFE FOR THE SHEEP;"[1] SO ALSO, WE SHALL SAY THAT LEGISLATION, INASMUCH AS IT PRESIDES OVER AND CARES FOR THE FLOCK OF MEN, ESTABLISHES THE VIRTUE OF MEN, BY FANNING INTO FLAME, AS FAR AS IT CAN, WHAT GOOD THERE IS IN HUMANITY. AND IF THE FLOCK FIGURATIVELY SPOKEN OF AS BELONGING TO THE LORD IS NOTHING BUT A FLOCK OF MEN, THEN HE HIMSELF IS THE GOOD SHEPHERD AND LAWGIVER OF THE ONE FLOCK, "OF THE SHEEP WHO HEAR HIM," THE ONE WHO CARES FOR THEM, "SEEKING," AND FINDING BY THE LAW AND THE WORD, "THAT WHICH WAS LOST;" SINCE, IN TRUTH, THE LAW IS SPIRITUAL AND LEADS TO FELICITY. FOR THAT WHICH HAS ARISEN THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT IS SPIRITUAL. AND HE IS TRULY A LEGISLATOR, WHO NOT ONLY ANNOUNCES WHAT IS GOOD AND NOBLE, BUT UNDERSTANDS IT. THE LAW OF THIS MAN WHO POSSESSES KNOWLEDGE IS THE SAVING PRECEPT; OR RATHER, THE LAW IS THE PRECEPT OF KNOWLEDGE. FOR THE WORD IS "THE POWER AND THE WISDOM OF GOD."[2] AGAIN, THE EXPOUNDER OF THE LAWS IS THE SAME ONE BY WHOM THE LAW WAS GIVEN; THE FIRST EXPOUNDER OF THE DIVINE COMMANDS, WHO UNVEILED THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON. THEN THOSE WHO OBEY THE LAW, SINCE THEY HAVE SOME KNOWLEDGE OF HIM. CANNOT DISBELIEVE OR BE IGNORANT OF THE TRUTH. BUT THOSE WHO DISBELIEVE, AND HAVE SHOWN A REPUGNANCE TO ENGAGE IN THE WORKS OF THE LAW, WHOEVER ELSE MAY, CERTAINLY CONFESS THEIR IGNORANCE OF THE TRUTH. WHAT, THEN, IS THE UNBELIEF OF THE GREEKS? IS IT NOT THEIR UNWILLINGNESS TO BELIEVE THE TRUTH WHICH DECLARES THAT THE LAW WAS DIVINELY GIVEN BY MOSES, WHILST THEY HONOR MOSES IN THEIR OWN WRITERS? THEY RELATE THAT MINOS RECEIVED THE LAWS FROM ZEUS IN, NINE YEARS, BY FREQUENTING THE CAVE OF ZEUS; AND PLATO, AND ARISTOTLE, AND EPHORUS WRITE THAT LYCURGUS WAS TRAINED IN LEGISLATION BY GOING CONSTANTLY TO APOLLO AT DELPHI. CHAMAELEO OF HERACLEA, IN HIS BOOK ON DRUNKENNESS, AND ARISTOTLE IN THE POLITY OF LOCRIANS, MENTION THAT ZALEUCUS THE LOCRIAN RECEIVED THE LAWS FROM ATHENE. BUT THOSE WHO EXALT THE CREDIT OF GREEK LEGISLATION AS FAR AS IN THEM LIES, BY REFERRING IT TO A DIVINE SOURCE, AFTER THE MODEL OF MOSAIC PROPHECY, ARE SENSELESS IN NOT OWNING THE TRUTH, AND THE ARCHETYPE OF WHAT IS RELATED AMONG THEM. 
CHAP. XXVII. THE LAW, EVEN IN CORRECTING AND PUNISHING, AIMS AT THE GOOD OF MEN. 
LET NO ONE THEN, RUN DOWN LAW, AS IF, ON ACCOUNT OF THE PENALTY, IT WAS NOT BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD. FOR SHALL HE WHO DRIVES AWAY BODILY DISEASE APPEAR A BENEFACTOR; AND SHALL NOT HE WHO ATTEMPTS TO DELIVER THE SOUL FROM INIQUITY, AS MUCH MORE APPEAR A FRIEND, AS THE SOUL IS A MORE PRECIOUS THING THAN THE BODY? BESIDES, FOR THE SAKE OF BODILY HEALTH WE SUBMIT TO INCISIONS, AND CAUTERIZATIONS, AND MEDICINAL DRAUGHTS; AND HE WHO ADMINISTERS THEM IS CALLED SAVIOR AND HEALER[3] EVEN THOUGH AMPUTATING PARTS, NOT FROM GRUDGE OR ILL-WILL TOWARDS THE PATIENT, BUT AS THE PRINCIPLES OF THE ART PRESCRIBE, SO THAT THE SOUND PARTS MAY NOT PERISH ALONG WITH THEM, AND NO ONE ACCUSES THE PHYSICIAN'S ART OF WICKEDNESS; AND SHALL WE NOT SIMILARLY SUBMIT, FOR THE SOUL'S SAKE, TO EITHER BANISHMENT, OR PUNISHMENT, OR BONDS, PROVIDED ONLY FROM UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WE SHALL ATTAIN TO RIGHTEOUSNESS? FOR THE LAW, IN ITS SOLICITUDE FOR THOSE WHO OBEY, TRAINS UP TO PIETY, AND PRESCRIBES WHAT IS TO BE DONE, AND RESTRAINS EACH ONE FROM SINS, IMPOSING PENALTIES EVEN ON LESSER SINS. BUT WHEN IT SEES ANY ONE IN SUCH A CONDITION AS TO APPEAR INCURABLE, POSTING TO THE LAST STAGE OF WICKEDNESS, THEN IN ITS SOLICITUDE FOR THE REST, THAT THEY MAY NOT BE DESTROYED BY IT (JUST AS IF AMPUTATING A PART FROM THE WHOLE BODY), IT CONDEMNS SUCH A ONE TO DEATH, AS THE COURSE MOST CONDUCIVE TO HEALTH. "BEING JUDGED BY THE LORD," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "WE ARE CHASTENED, THAT WE MAY NOT BE CONDEMNED WITH THE WORLD."[4] FOR THE PROPHET HAD SAID BEFORE, "CHASTENING, THE LORD HATH CHASTISED ME, BUT HATH NOT GIVEN ME OVER UNTO DEATH."[5] "FOR IN ORDER TO TEACH THEE HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS," IT IS SAID, "HE CHASTISED THEE AND TRIED THEE, AND MADE THEE TO HUNGER AND THIRST IN THE DESERT LAND; THAT ALL HIS STATUTES AND HIS JUDGMENTS MAY BE KNOWN IN THY HEART, AS I COMMAND THEE THIS DAY; AND THAT THOU MAYEST KNOW IN THINE HEART, THAT JUST AS IF A MAN WERE CHASTISING HIS SON, SO THE LORD OUR GOD SHALL CHASTISE THEE."[6] AND TO PROVE THAT EXAMPLE CORRECTS, HE SAYS DIRECTLY TO THE PURPOSE: "A CLEVER MAN, WHEN HE SEETH THE WICKED PUNISHED, WILL HIMSELF BE SEVERELY CHASTISED, FOR THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE SOURCE OF WISDOM."[7] BUT IT IS THE HIGHEST AND MOST PERFECT GOOD, WHEN ONE IS ABLE TO LEAD BACK ANY ONE FROM THE PRACTICE OF EVIL TO VIRTUE AND WELL-DOING, WHICH IS THE VERY FUNCTION OF THE LAW. SO THAT, WHEN ONE FAILS INTO ANY INCURABLE EVIL, WHEN TAKEN POSSESSION OF, FOR EXAMPLE, BY WRONG OR COVETOUSNESS, IT WILL BE FOR HIS GOOD IF HE IS PUT TO DEATH. FOR THE LAW IS BENEFICENT, BEING ABLE TO MAKE SOME RIGHTEOUS FROM UNRIGHTEOUS, IF THEY WILL ONLY GIVE EAR TO IT, AND BY RELEASING OTHERS FROM PRESENT EVILS; FOR THOSE WHO HAVE CHOSEN TO LIVE TEMPERATELY AND JUSTLY, IT CONDUCTS TO IMMORTALITY. TO KNOW THE LAW IS CHARACTERISTIC OF A GOOD DISPOSITION. AND AGAIN: "WICKED MEN DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE LAW; BUT THEY WHO SEEK THE LORD SHALL HAVE UNDERSTANDING IN ALL THAT IS GOOD." [1] IT IS ESSENTIAL, CERTAINLY, THAT THE PROVIDENCE WHICH MANAGES ALL, BE BOTH SUPREME AND GOOD. FOR IT IS THE POWER OF BOTH THAT DISPENSES SALVATION--THE ONE CORRECTING BY PUNISHMENT, AS SUPREME, THE OTHER SHOWING KINDNESS IN THE EXERCISE OF BENEFICENCE, AS A BENEFACTOR. IT IS IN YOUR POWER NOT TO BE A SON OF DISOBEDIENCE, BUT TO PASS FROM DARKNESS TO LIFE, AND LENDING YOUR EAR TO WISDOM, TO BE THE LEGAL SLAVE OF GOD, IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, AND THEN TO BECOME A FAITHFUL SERVANT, FEARING THE LORD GOD. AND IF ONE ASCENDS HIGHER, HE IS ENROLLED AMONG THE SONS. BUT WHEN "CHARITY COVERS THE MULTITUDE OF SINS,"[2] BY THE CONSUMMATION OF THE BLESSED HOPE, THEN MAY WE WELCOME HIM AS ONE WHO HAS BEEN ENRICHED IN LOVE, AND RECEIVED INTO THE ELECT ADOPTION, WHICH IS CALLED THE BELOVED OF GOD, WHILE HE CHANTS THE PRAYER, SAYING, "LET THE LORD BE MY GOD." THE BENEFICENT ACTION OF THE LAW, THE APOSTLE SHOWED IN THE PASSAGE RELATING TO THE JEWS, WRITING THUS: "BEHOLD, THOU ART CALLED A JEW AND RESTEST IN THE LAW, AND MAKEST THY BOAST IN GOD, AND KNOWEST THE WILL OF GOD, AND APPROVEST THE THINGS THAT ARE MORE EXCELLENT, BEING INSTRUCTED OUT OF THE LAW, AND ART CONFIDENT THAT THOU THYSELF ART A GUIDE OF THE BLIND, A LIGHT OF THEM WHO ARE IN DARKNESS, AN INSTRUCTOR OF THE FOOLISH, A TEACHER OF BABES, WHO HAST THE FORM OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF TRUTH IN THE LAW."[3] FOR IT IS ADMITTED THAT SUCH IS THE POWER OF THE LAW, ALTHOUGH THOSE WHOSE CONDUCT IS NOT ACCORDING TO THE LAW, MAKE A FALSE PRETENSE, AS IF THEY LIVED IN THE LAW. "BLESSED IS THE MAN THAT HATH FOUND WISDOM, AND THE MORTAL WHO HAS SEEN UNDERSTANDING; FOR OUT OF ITS MOUTH," MANIFESTLY WISDOM'S, "PROCEEDS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND IT BEARS LAW AND MERCY ON ITS TONGUE."[4] FOR BOTH THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE [SEXLESS] GOSPEL ARE THE ENERGY OF ONE LORD, WHO IS "THE POWER AND WISDOM OF GOD;" AND THE TERROR WHICH THE LAW BEGETS IS MERCIFUL AND IN ORDER TO SALVATION. "LET NOT ALMS, AND FAITH, AND TRUTH FAIL THEE, BUT HANG THEM AROUND THY NECK."[5] IN THE SAME WAY AS PAUL, PROPHECY UPBRAIDS THE PEOPLE WITH NOT UNDERSTANDING THE LAW. "DESTRUCTION AND MISERY ARE IN THEIR WAYS, AND THE WAY OF PEACE HAVE THEY NOT KNOWN."[6] "THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES."[7] "PROFESSING THEMSELVES WISE, THEY BECAME FOOLS."[8] "AND WE KNOW THAT THE LAW IS GOOD, IF A MAN USE IT LAWFULLY."[9] "DESIRING TO BE TEACHERS OF THE LAW, THEY UNDERSTAND," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "NEITHER WHAT THEY SAY, NOR WHEREOF THEY AFFIRM."[10] "NOW THE END OF THE COMMANDMENT IS CHARITY OUT OF A PURE HEART, AND A GOOD CONSCIENCE, AND FAITH UNFEIGNED." [11] 
CHAP. XXVIII. THE FOURFOLD DIVISION OF THE MOSAIC LAW. 
THE MOSAIC PHILOSOPHY IS ACCORDINGLY DIVIDED INTO FOUR PARTS, INTO THE HISTORIC, AND THAT WHICH IS SPECIALLY CALLED THE LEGISLATIVE, WHICH TWO PROPERLY BELONG TO AN ETHICAL TREATISE; AND THE THIRD, THAT WHICH, RELATES TO SACRIFICE, WHICH BELONGS TO PHYSICAL SCIENCE; AND THE FOURTH, ABOVE ALL, THE DEPARTMENT OF THEOLOGY, "VISION,"[12] WHICH PLATO PREDICATES OF THE TRULY GREAT MYSTERIES. AND THIS SPECIES ARISTOTLE CALLS METAPHYSICS. DIALECTICS, ACCORDING TO PLATO, IS, AS HE SAYS IN THE STATESMAN, A SCIENCE DEVOTED TO THE DISCOVERY OF THE EXPLANATION OF THINGS. AND IT IS TO BE ACQUIRED BY THE WISE MAN, NOT FOR THE SAKE OF SAYING OR DOING AUGHT OF WHAT WE FIND AMONG MEN (AS THE DIALECTICIANS, WHO OCCUPY THEMSELVES IN SOPHISTRY, DO), BUT TO BE ABLE TO SAY AND DO, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, WHAT IS PLEASING TO GOD. BUT THE TRUE DIALECTIC, BEING PHILOSOPHY MIXED WITH TRUTH, BY EXAMINING THINGS, AND TESTING FORCES AND POWERS, GRADUALLY ASCENDS IN RELATION TO THE MOST EXCELLENT ESSENCE OF ALL, AND ESSAYS TO GO BEYOND TO THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE, PROFESSING NOT THE KNOWLEDGE OF MORTAL AFFAIRS, BUT THE SCIENCE OF THINGS DIVINE AND HEAVENLY; IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHICH FOLLOWS A SUITABLE COURSE OF PRACTICE WITH RESPECT TO WORDS AND DEEDS, EVEN IN HUMAN AFFAIRS. RIGHTLY, THEREFORE, THE SCRIPTURE, IN ITS DESIRE TO MAKE US SUCH DIALECTICIANS, EXHORTS US: "BE YE SKILLFUL MONEY-CHANGERS"[3] REJECTING SOME THINGS, BUT RETAINING WHAT IS GOOD. FOR THIS TRUE DIALECTIC IS THE SCIENCE WHICH ANALYSES THE OBJECTS OF THOUGHT, AND SHOWS ABSTRACTLY AND BY ITSELF THE INDIVIDUAL SUBSTRATUM OF EXISTENCES, OR THE POWER OF DIVIDING THINGS INTO GENERA, WHICH DESCENDS TO THEIR MOST SPECIAL PROPERTIES, AND PRESENTS EACH INDIVIDUAL OBJECT TO BE CONTEMPLATED SIMPLY SUCH AS IT IS. WHEREFORE IT ALONE CONDUCTS TO THE TRUE WISDOM, WHICH IS THE DIVINE POWER WHICH DEALS WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF ENTITIES AS ENTITIES, WHICH GRASPS WHAT IS PERFECT, AND IS FREED FROM ALL PASSION; NOT WITHOUT THE SAVIOR, WHO WITHDRAWS, BY THE DIVINE WORD, THE GLOOM OF IGNORANCE ARISING FROM EVIL TRAINING, WHICH HAD OVERSPREAD THE EYE OF THE SOUL, AND BESTOWS THE BEST OF GIFTS, "THAT WE MIGHT WELL KNOW OF GOD OR MAN."[1] IT IS HE WHO TRULY SHOWS HOW WE ARE TO KNOW OURSELVES. IT IS HE WHO REVEALS THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE TO WHOM HE WILLS, AND AS FAR AS HUMAN NATURE CAN COMPREHEND. "FOR NO MAN KNOWETH THE SON BUT THE FATHER, NOR THE FATHER BUT THE SON, AND HE TO WHOM THE SON SHALL REVEAL HIM.''[2] RIGHTLY, THEN, THE APOSTLE SAYS THAT IT WAS BY REVELATION THAT HE KNEW THE MYSTERY: "AS I WROTE AFORE IN FEW WORDS, ACCORDING AS YE ARE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND MY KNOWLEDGE IN THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST."[3] "ACCORDING AS YE ARE ABLE," HE SAID, SINCE HE KNEW THAT SOME HAD RECEIVED MILK ONLY, AND HAD NOT YET RECEIVED MEAT, NOR EVEN MILK SIMPLY. THE SENSE OF THE LAW IS TO BE TAKEN IN THREE WAYS,[4] EITHER AS EXHIBITING A SYMBOL, OR LAYING DOWN A PRECEPT FOR RIGHT CONDUCT, OR AS UTTERING A PROPHECY. BUT I WELL KNOW THAT IT BELONGS TO MEN [OF FULL AGE] TO DISTINGUISH AND DECLARE THESE THINGS. FOR THE WHOLE SCRIPTURE IS NOT IN ITS, MEANING A SINGLE MYCONOS, AS THE PROVERBIAL EXPRESSION HAS IT; BUT THOSE WHO HUNT AFTER THE CONNECTION OF THE DIVINE TEACHING, MUST APPROACH IT WITH THE UTMOST PERFECTION OF THE LOGICAL FACULTY. 
CHAP. XXIX. THE GREEKS BUT CHILDREN COMPARED WITH THE HEBREWS. 
WHENCE MOST BEAUTIFULLY THE EGYPTIAN PRIEST IN PLATO SAID, "O SOLON, SOLON, YOU GREEKS ARE ALWAYS CHILDREN, NOT HAVING IN YOUR SOULS A SINGLE ANCIENT OPINION RECEIVED THROUGH TRADITION FROM ANTIQUITY. AND NOT ONE OF THE GREEKS IS AN OLD MAN;"[5] MEANING BY OLD, I SUPPOSE, THOSE WHO KNOW WHAT BELONGS TO THE MORE REMOTE ANTIQUITY, THAT IS, OUR LITERATURE; AND BY YOUNG, THOSE WHO TREAT OF WHAT IS MORE RECENT AND MADE THE SUBJECT OF STUDY BY THE GREEKS, THINGS OF YESTERDAY AND OF RECENT DATE AS IF THEY WERE OLD AND ANCIENT. WHEREFORE HE ADDED, "AND NO STUDY HOARY WITH TIME;" FOR WE, IN A KIND OF BARBAROUS WAY, DEAL IN HOMELY AND RUGGED METAPHOR. THOSE, THEREFORE, WHOSE MINDS ARE RIGHTLY CONSTITUTED APPROACH THE INTERPRETATION UTTERLY DESTITUTE OF ARTIFICE. AND OF THE GREEKS, HE SAYS THAT THEIR OPINIONS" DIFFER BUT LITTLE FROM MYTHS." FOR NEITHER PUERILE FABLES NOR STORIES CURRENT AMONG CHILDREN ARE FIT FOR LISTENING TO. AND HE CALLED THE MYTHS THEMSELVES "CHILDREN," AS IF THE PROGENY OF THOSE, WISE IN THEIR OWN CONCEITS AMONG THE GREEKS, WHO HAD BUT LITTLE INSIGHT MEANING BY THE "HOARY STUDIES" THE TRUTH WHICH WAS POSSESSED BY THE BARBARIANS, DATING FROM THE HIGHEST ANTIQUITY. TO WHICH EXPRESSION HE OPPOSED THE PHRASE "CHILD FABLE," CENSURING THE MYTHICAL CHARACTER OF THE ATTEMPTS OF THE MODERNS, AS, LIKE CHILDREN, HAVING NOTHING OF AGE IN THEM, AND AFFIRMING BOTH IN COMMON--THEIR FABLES AND THEIR SPEECHES--TO BE PUERILE. DIVINELY, THEREFORE, THE POWER WHICH SPOKE TO HERMAS BY REVELATION SAID, "THE VISIONS AND REVELATIONS ARE FOR THOSE WHO ARE OF DOUBLE MIND, WHO DOUBT IN THEIR HEARTS IF THESE THINGS ARE OR ARE NOT."[6] SIMILARLY, ALSO, DEMONSTRATIONS FROM THE RESOURCES OF ERUDITION, STRENGTHEN, CONFIRM, AND ESTABLISH DEMONSTRATIVE REASONINGS, IN SO FAR AS MEN'S MINDS ARE IN A WAVERING STATE LIKE YOUNG PEOPLE'S. "THE GOOD COMMANDMENT," THEN, ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURE, "IS A LAMP, AND THE LAW IS A LIGHT TO THE PATH; FOR INSTRUCTION CORRECTS THE WAYS OF LIFE."[7] "LAW IS MONARCH OF ALL, BOTH OF MORTALS AND OF IMMORTALS," SAYS PINDAR. I UNDERSTAND, HOWEVER, BY THESE WORDS, HIM WHO ENACTED LAW. AND I REGARD, AS SPOKEN OF THE GOD OF ALL, THE FOLLOWING UTTERANCE OF HESIOD, THOUGH SPOKEN BY THE POET AT RANDOM AND NOT WITH COMPREHENSION: "FOR THE SATURNIAN FRAMED FOR MEN THIS LAW: FISHES, AND BEASTS, AND WINGED BIRDS MAY EAT EACH OTHER, SINCE NO RULE OF RIGHT IS THEIRS; BUT RIGHT (BY FAR THE BEST) TO MEN HE GAVE." WHETHER, THEN, IT BE THE LAW WHICH IS CONNATE AND NATURAL, OR THAT GIVEN AFTERWARDS, WHICH IS MEANT, IT IS CERTAINLY OF GOD; AND BOTH THE LAW OF NATURE AND THAT OF INSTRUCTION ARE ONE. THUS, ALSO PLATO, IN THE STATESMAN, SAYS THAT THE LAWGIVER IS ONE; AND IN THE LAWS, THAT HE WHO SHALL UNDERSTAND MUSIC IS ONE; TEACHING BY THESE WORDS THAT THE WORD IS ONE, AND GOD IS ONE. AND MOSES MANIFESTLY CALLS THE LORD A COVENANT: "BEHOLD I AM MY COVENANT WITH THEE,"[8] HAVING PREVIOUSLY TOLD HIM NOT TO SEEK THE COVENANT IN WRITING. [9] FOR IT IS A COVENANT WHICH GOD, THE AUTHOR OF ALL, MAKES. FOR GOD IS CALLED FROM QESIS (PLACING), AND ORDER OR ARRANGEMENT. AND IN THE PREACHING [10] OF PETER YOU WILL FIND THE LORD CALLED LAW AND WORD. BUT AT THIS POINT, LET OUR FIRST MISCELLANY [11] OF GNOSTIC NOTES, ACCORDING TO THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY, COME TO A CLOSE. 
CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA: THE STROMATA, OR MISCELLANIES
BOOK II.
CHAP. I. --INTRODUCTORY. [1] 
AS SCRIPTURE HAS CALLED THE GREEKS PILFERERS OF THE BARBARIAN [2] PHILOSOPHY, IT WILL NEXT HAVE TO BE CONSIDERED HOW THIS MAY BE BRIEFLY DEMONSTRATED. FOR WE SHALL NOT ONLY SHOW THAT THEY HAVE IMITATED AND COPIED THE MARVELS RECORDED IN OUR BOOKS; BUT WE SHALL PROVE, BESIDES, THAT THEY HAVE PLAGIARIZED AND FALSIFIED (OUR WRITINGS BEING, AS WE HAVE SHOWN, OLDER) THE CHIEF DOGMAS THEY HOLD, BOTH ON FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE AND SCIENCE, AND HOPE AND LOVE, AND ALSO ON REPENTANCE AND TEMPERANCE AND THE FEAR OF GOD,--A WHOLE SWARM, VERILY, OF THE VIRTUES OF TRUTH. WHATEVER THE EXPLICATION NECESSARY ON THE POINT IN HAND SHALL DEMAND, SHALL BE EMBRACED, AND ESPECIALLY WHAT IS OCCULT IN THE BARBARIAN PHILOSOPHY, THE DEPARTMENT OF SYMBOL AND ENIGMA; WHICH THOSE WHO HAVE SUBJECTED THE TEACHING OF THE ANCIENTS TO SYSTEMATIC PHILOSOPHIC STUDY HAVE AFFECTED, AS BEING IN THE HIGHEST DEGREE SERVICEABLE, NAY, ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF TRUTH. IN ADDITION, IT WILL IN MY OPINION FORM AN APPROPRIATE SEQUEL TO DEFEND THOSE TENETS, ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH THE GREEKS ASSAIL US, MAKING USE OF A FEW SCRIPTURES, IF PERCHANCE THE JEW ALSO MAY LISTEN[3] AND BE ABLE QUIETLY TO TURN FROM WHAT HE HAS BELIEVED TO HIM ON WHOM HE HAS NOT BELIEVED. THE INGENUOUS AMONG THE PHILOSOPHERS WILL THEN WITH PROPRIETY BE TAKEN UP IN A FRIENDLY EXPOSURE BOTH OF THEIR LIFE AND OF THE DISCOVERY OF NEW DOGMAS, NOT IN THE WAY OF OUR AVENGING OURSELVES ON OUR DETRACTORS (FOR THAT IS FAR FROM BEING THE CASE WITH THOSE WHO HAVE LEARNED TO BLESS THOSE WHO CURSE, EVEN THOUGH THEY NEEDLESSLY DISCHARGE ON US WORDS OF BLASPHEMY), BUT WITH A VIEW TO THEIR CONVERSION; IF BY ANY MEANS THESE ADEPTS IN WISDOM MAY FEEL ASHAMED, BEING BROUGHT TO THEIR SENSES BY BARBARIAN DEMONSTRATION; SO AS TO BE ABLE, ALTHOUGH LATE, TO SEE CLEARLY OF WHAT SORT ARE THE INTELLECTUAL ACQUISITIONS FOR WHICH THEY MAKE PILGRIMAGES OVER THE SEAS. THOSE THEY HAVE STOLEN ARE TO BE POINTED OUT, THAT WE MAY THEREBY PULL DOWN THEIR CONCEIT; AND OF THOSE ON THE DISCOVERY OF WHICH THROUGH INVESTIGATION THEY PLUME THEMSELVES, THE REFUTATION WILL BE FURNISHED. BY CONSEQUENCE, ALSO WE MUST TREAT OF WHAT IS CALLED THE CURRICULUM OF STUDY --HOW FAR IT IS SERVICEABLE;[4] AND OF ASTROLOGY, AND MATHEMATICS, AND MAGIC, AND SORCERY. FOR ALL THE GREEKS BOAST OF THESE AS THE HIGHEST SCIENCES. "HE WHO REPROVES BOLDLY IS A PEACEMAKER."[5] WE LAVE OFTEN SAID ALREADY THAT WE HAVE NEITHER PRACTICED NOR DO WE STUDY THE EXPRESSING OURSELVES IN PURE GREEK; FOR THIS, SUITS THOSE WHO SEDUCE THE MULTITUDE FROM THE TRUTH. BUT TRUE PHILOSOPHIC DEMONSTRATION WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE PROFIT NOT OF THE LISTENERS' TONGUES, BUT OF THEIR MINDS. AND, IN MY OPINION, HE WHO IS SOLICITOUS ABOUT TRUTH OUGHT NOT TO FRAME HIS LANGUAGE WITH ARTFULNESS AND CARE, BUT ONLY TO TRY TO EXPRESS HIS MEANING AS HE BEST CAN. FOR THOSE WHO ARE PARTICULAR ABOUT WORDS, AND DEVOTE THEIR TIME TO THEM, MISS THE THINGS.[6] IT IS A FEAT FIT FOR THE GARDENER TO PLUCK WITHOUT INJURY THE ROSE THAT IS GROWING AMONG THE THORNS; AND FOR THE CRAFTSMAN TO FIND OUT THE PEARL BURIED IN THE OYSTER'S FLESH. AND THEY SAY THAT FOWLS HAVE FLESH OF THE MOST AGREEABLE QUALITY, WHEN, THROUGH NOT BEING SUPPLIED WITH ABUNDANCE OF FOOD, THEY PICK THEIR SUSTENANCE WITH DIFFICULTY, SCRAPING WITH THEIR FEET. IF ANY ONE, THEN, SPECULATING ON WHAT IS SIMILAR, WANTS TO ARRIVE[1] AT THE TRUTH [THAT IS] IN THE NUMEROUS GREEK PLAUSIBILITY’S, LIKE THE REAL FACE BENEATH MASKS, HE WILL HUNT IT OUT WITH MUCH PAINS. FOR THE POWER THAT APPEARED IN THE VISION TO HERMAS SAID, "WHATEVER MAY BE REVEALED TO YOU, SHALL BE REVEALED."[2] 
CHAP. II. --THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD CAN BE ATTAINED ONLY THROUGH FAITH. 
"BE NOT ELATED ON ACCOUNT OF THY WISDOM," SAY THE PROVERBS. "IN ALL THY WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE HER, THAT SHE MAY DIRECT THY WAYS, AND THAT THY FOOT MAY NOT STUMBLE." BY THESE REMARKS HE MEANS TO SHOW THAT OUR DEEDS OUGHT TO BE CONFORMABLE TO REASON, AND TO MANIFEST FURTHER THAT WE OUGHT TO SELECT AND POSSESS WHAT IS USEFUL OUT OF ALL CULTURE. NOW THE WAYS OF WISDOM ARE VARIOUS THAT LEAD RIGHT TO THE WAY OF TRUTH. FAITH IS THE WAY. "THY FOOT SHALL NOT STUMBLE" IS SAID WITH REFERENCE TO SOME WHO SEEM TO OPPOSE THE ONE DIVINE ADMINISTRATION OF PROVIDENCE. WHENCE IT IS ADDED, "BE NOT WISE IN THINE OWN EYES," ACCORDING TO THE IMPIOUS IDEAS WHICH REVOLT AGAINST THE ADMINISTRATION OF GOD. "BUT FEAR GOD," WHO ALONE IS POWERFUL. WHENCE IT FOLLOWS AS A CONSEQUENCE THAT WE ARE NOT TO OPPOSE GOD. THE SEQUEL ESPECIALLY TEACHES CLEARLY, THAT "THE FEAR OF GOD IS DEPARTURE FROM EVIL;" FOR IT IS SAID, "AND DEPART FROM ALL EVIL." SUCH IS THE DISCIPLINE OF WISDOM ("FOR WHOM THE LORD LOVETH HE CHASTENS"[3]), CAUSING PAIN IN ORDER TO PRODUCE UNDERSTANDING, AND RESTORING TO PEACE AND IMMORTALITY. ACCORDINGLY, THE BARBARIAN PHILOSOPHY, WHICH WE FOLLOW, IS IN REALITY PERFECT AND TRUE. AND SO, IT IS SAID IN THE BOOK OF WISDOM: "FOR HE HATH GIVEN ME THE UNERRING KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS THAT EXIST, TO KNOW THE CONSTITUTION OF THE WORD," AND SO FORTH, DOWN TO "AND THE VIRTUES OF ROOTS." AMONG ALL THESE HE COMPREHENDS NATURAL SCIENCE, WHICH TREATS OF ALL THE PHENOMENA IN THE WORLD OF SENSE. AND IN CONTINUATION, HE ALLUDES ALSO TO INTELLECTUAL OBJECTS IN WHAT HE SUBJOINS: "AND WHAT IS HIDDEN OR MANIFEST I KNOW; FOR WISDOM, THE ARTIFICER OF ALL THINGS, TAUGHT ME."[4] YOU HAVE, IN BRIEF, THE PROFESSED AIM OF OUR PHILOSOPHY; AND THE LEARNING OF THESE BRANCHES, WHEN PURSUED WITH RIGHT COURSE OF CONDUCT, LEADS THROUGH WISDOM, THE ARTIFICER OF ALL THINGS, TO THE RULER OF ALL,--A BEING DIFFICULT TO GRASP AND APPREHEND, EVER RECEDING AND WITHDRAWING FROM HIM WHO PURSUES. BUT HE WHO IS FAR OFF HAS--OH INEFFABLE MARVEL! COME VERY NEAR. "I AM A GOD: THAT DRAWS NEAR," SAYS THE LORD. HE IS IN ESSENCE REMOTE; "FOR HOW IS IT THAT WHAT IS BEGOTTEN CAN HAVE APPROACHED THE UNBEGOTTEN?" BUT HE IS VERY NEAR IN VIRTUE OF THAT POWER WHICH HOLDS ALL THINGS IN ITS EMBRACE. "SHALL ONE DO AUGHT IN SECRET, AND I SEE HIM NOT?"[5] FOR THE POWER OF GOD IS ALWAYS PRESENT, IN CONTACT WITH US, IN THE EXERCISE OF INSPECTION, OF BENEFICENCE, OF INSTRUCTION. WHENCE MOSES, PERSUADED THAT GOD IS NOT TO BE KNOWN BY HUMAN WISDOM, SAID, "SHOW ME THY GLORY;"[6] AND INTO THE THICK DARKNESS WHERE GOD'S VOICE WAS, PRESSED TO ENTER--THAT IS, INTO THE INACCESSIBLE AND INVISIBLE IDEAS RESPECTING EXISTENCE. FOR GOD IS NOT IN DARKNESS OR IN PLACE, BUT ABOVE BOTH SPACE AND TIME, AND QUALITIES OF OBJECTS. WHEREFORE NEITHER IS HE AT ANY TIME IN A PART, EITHER AS CONTAINING OR AS CONTAINED, EITHER BY LIMITATION OR BY SECTION. "FOR WHAT HOUSE WILL YE BUILD TO ME?" SAITH THE LORD? NAY, HE HAS NOT EVEN BUILT ONE FOR HIMSELF, SINCE HE CANNOT BE CONTAINED. AND THOUGH HEAVEN BE CALLED HIS THRONE, NOT EVEN THUS IS HE CONTAINED, BUT HE RESTS DELIGHTED IN THE CREATION. IT IS CLEAR, THEN, THAT THE TRUTH HAS BEEN HIDDEN FROM US; AND IF THAT HAS BEEN ALREADY SHOWN BY ONE EXAMPLE, WE SHALL ESTABLISH IT A LITTLE AFTER BY SEVERAL MORE. HOW ENTIRELY WORTHY OF APPROBATION ARE THEY WHO ARE BOTH WILLING TO LEARN, AND ABLE, ACCORDING TO SOLOMON, "TO KNOW WISDOM AND INSTRUCTION, AND TO PERCEIVE THE WORDS OF WISDOM, TO RECEIVE KNOTTY WORDS, AND TO PERCEIVE TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS," THERE BEING ANOTHER [RIGHTEOUSNESS AS WELL], NOT ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH, TAUGHT BY THE GREEK LAWS, AND BY THE REST OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. "AND TO DIRECT JUDGMENTS," IT IS SAID--NOT THOSE OF THE BENCH, BUT HE MEANS THAT WE MUST PRESERVE SOUND AND FREE OF ERROR THE JUDICIAL FACULTY WHICH IS WITHIN US--"THAT I MAY GIVE SUBTLETY TO THE SIMPLE, TO THE YOUNG MAN SENSE AND UNDERSTANDING."[8] "FOR THE WISE MAN," WHO HAS BEEN PERSUADED TO OBEY THE COMMANDMENTS, "HAVING HEARD THESE THINGS, WILL BECOME WISER" BY KNOWLEDGE; AND "THE INTELLIGENT MAN WILL ACQUIRE RULE, AND WILL UNDERSTAND A PARABLE AND A DARK WORD, THE SAYINGS AND ENIGMAS OF THE WISE."[9] FOR IT IS NOT SPURIOUS WORDS WHICH THOSE INSPIRED BY GOD AND THOSE WHO ARE GAINED OVER BY THEM ADDUCE, NOR IS IT SNARES IN WHICH THE MOST OF THE SOPHISTS ENTANGLE THE YOUNG, SPENDING THEIR TIME ON NAUGHT TRUE. BUT THOSE WHO POSSESS THE HOLY SPIRIT "SEARCH THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD,"[10] THAT IS, GRASP THE SECRET THAT IS IN THE PROPHECIES. "TO IMPART OF HOLY THINGS TO THE DOGS" IS FORBIDDEN, SO LONG AS THEY REMAIN BEASTS. FOR NEVER OUGHT THOSE WHO ARE ENVIOUS AND PERTURBED, AND STILL INFIDEL IN CONDUCT, SHAMELESS IN BARKING AT INVESTIGATION, TO DIP IN THE DIVINE AND CLEAR STREAM OF THE LIVING WATER. "LET NOT THE WATERS OF THY FOUNTAIN OVERFLOW, AND LET THY WATERS SPREAD OVER THINE OWN STREETS."[1] FOR IT IS NOT MANY WHO UNDERSTAND SUCH THINGS AS THEY FALL IN WITH; OR KNOW THEM EVEN AFTER LEARNING THEM, THOUGH THEY THINK THEY DO, ACCORDING TO THE WORTHY HERACLITUS. DOES NOT EVEN HE SEEM TO THEE TO CENSURE THOSE WHO BELIEVE NOT? "NOW MY JUST ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH,"[2] THE PROPHET SAID. AND ANOTHER PROPHET ALSO SAYS, "EXCEPT YE BELIEVE, NEITHER SHALL YE UNDERSTAND."[3] FOR HOW EVER COULD THE SOUL ADMIT THE TRANSCENDENTAL CONTEMPLATION OF SUCH THEMES, WHILE UNBELIEF RESPECTING WHAT WAS TO BE LEARNED STRUGGLED WITHIN? BUT FAITH, WHICH THE GREEKS DISPARAGE, DEEMING IT FUTILE AND BARBAROUS, IS A VOLUNTARY PRECONCEPTION[4] THE ASSENT OF PIETY--" THE SUBJECT OF THINGS HOPED FOR, THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN," ACCORDING TO THE DIVINE APOSTLE. "FOR HEREBY," PRE-EMINENTLY, "THE ELDERS OBTAINED A GOOD REPORT. BUT WITHOUT FAITH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD."[5] OTHERS HAVE DEFINED FAITH TO BE A UNITING ASSENT TO AN UNSEEN OBJECT, AS CERTAINLY THE PROOF OF AN UNKNOWN THING IS AN EVIDENT ASSENT. IF THEN IT BE CHOICE, BEING DESIROUS OF SOMETHING, THE DESIRE IS IN THIS INSTANCE INTELLECTUAL. AND SINCE CHOICE IS THE BEGINNING OF ACTION, FAITH IS DISCOVERED TO BE THE BEGINNING OF ACTION, BEING THE FOUNDATION OF RATIONAL CHOICE IN THE CASE OF ANY ONE WHO EXHIBITS TO HIMSELF THE PREVIOUS DEMONSTRATION THROUGH FAITH. VOLUNTARILY TO FOLLOW WHAT IS USEFUL, IS THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF UNDERSTANDING. UNSWERVING CHOICE, THEN, GIVES CONSIDERABLE MOMENTUM IN THE DIRECTION OF KNOWLEDGE. THE EXERCISE OF FAITH DIRECTLY BECOMES KNOWLEDGE, REPOSING ON A SURE FOUNDATION. KNOWLEDGE, ACCORDINGLY, IS DEFINED BY THE SONS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS AS A HABIT, WHICH CANNOT BE OVERTHROWN BY REASON. IS THERE ANY OTHER TRUE CONDITION SUCH AS THIS, EXCEPT PIETY, OF WHICH ALONE THE WORD IS TEACHER?[6] I THINK NOT. THEOPHRASTUS SAYS THAT SENSATION IS THE ROOT OF FAITH. FOR FROM IT THE RUDIMENTARY PRINCIPLES EXTEND TO THE REASON THAT IS IN US, AND THE UNDERSTANDING. HE WHO BELIEVETH THEN THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES WITH SURE JUDGMENT, RECEIVES IN THE VOICE OF GOD, WHO BESTOWED THE SCRIPTURE, A DEMONSTRATION THAT CANNOT BE IMPUGNED. FAITH, THEN, IS NOT ESTABLISHED BY DEMONSTRATION. "BLESSED THEREFORE THOSE WHO, NOT HAVING SEEN, YET HAVE BELIEVED."[7] THE SIREN'S SONGS, EXHIBITING A POWER ABOVE HUMAN, FASCINATED THOSE THAT CAME NEAR, CONCILIATING THEM, ALMOST AGAINST THEIR WILL, TO THE RECEPTION OF WHAT WAS SAID. 
CHAP. III. --FAITH NOT A PRODUCT OF NATURE. 
NOW THE FOLLOWERS OF BASILIDES REGARD FAITH AS NATURAL, AS THEY ALSO REFER IT TO CHOICE, [REPRESENTING IT] AS FINDING IDEAS BY INTELLECTUAL COMPREHENSION WITHOUT DEMONSTRATION; WHILE THE FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS ASSIGN FAITH TO US, THE SIMPLE, BUT WILL HAVE IT THAT KNOWLEDGE SPRINGS UP IN THEIR OWN SELVES (WHO ARE SAVED BY NATURE) THROUGH THE ADVANTAGE OF A GERM OF SUPERIOR EXCELLENCE, SAYING THAT IT IS AS FAR REMOVED FROM FAITH AS S THE SPIRITUAL IS FROM THE ANIMAL. FURTHER, THE FOLLOWERS OF BASILIDES SAY THAT FAITH AS WELL AS CHOICE IS PROPER ACCORDING TO EVERY INTERVAL; AND THAT IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE SUPRAMUNDANE SELECTION MUNDANE FAITH ACCOMPANIES ALL NATURE, AND THAT THE FREE GIFT OF FAITH IS CONFORMABLE TO THE HOPE OF EACH. FAITH, THEN, IS NO LONGER THE DIRECT RESULT OF FREE CHOICE, IF IT IS A NATURAL ADVANTAGE. NOR WILL HE WHO HAS NOT BELIEVED, NOT BEING THE AUTHOR [OF HIS UNBELIEF], MEET WITH A DUE RECOMPENSE; AND HE THAT HAS BELIEVED IS NOT THE CAUSE [OF HIS BELIEF]. AND THE ENTIRE PECULIARITY AND DIFFERENCE OF BELIEF AND UNBELIEF WILL NOT FALL UNDER EITHER PRAISE OR CENSURE, IF WE REFLECT RIGHTLY, SINCE THERE ATTACHES TO IT THE ANTECEDENT NATURAL NECESSITY PROCEEDING FROM THE ALMIGHTY. AND IF WE ARE PULLED LIKE INANIMATE THINGS BY THE PUPPET-STRINGS OF NATURAL POWERS, WILLINGNESS[9] AND UNWILLINGNESS, AND IMPULSE, WHICH IS THE ANTECEDENT OF BOTH, ARE MERE REDUNDANCIES. AND FOR MY PART, I AM UTTERLY INCAPABLE OF CONCEIVING SUCH AN ANIMAL AS HAS ITS APPETENCIES, WHICH ARE MOVED BY EXTERNAL CAUSES, UNDER THE DOMINION OF NECESSITY. AND WHAT PLACE IS THERE ANY LONGER FOR THE REPENTANCE OF HIM WHO WAS ONCE AN UNBELIEVER, THROUGH WHICH COMES FORGIVENESS OF SINS? SO THAT NEITHER IS BAPTISM RATIONAL, NOR THE BLESSED SEAL,[10] NOR THE SON, NOR THE FATHER. BUT GOD, AS I THINK, TURNS OUT TO BE THE DISTRIBUTION TO MEN OF NATURAL POWERS, WHICH HAS NOT AS THE FOUNDATION OF SALVATION VOLUNTARY FAITH. 
CHAP. IV. --FAITH THE FOUNDATION OF ALL KNOWLEDGE. 
BUT WE, WHO HAVE HEARD BY THE SCRIPTURES THAT SELF-DETERMINING CHOICE AND REFUSAL HAVE BEEN GIVEN BY THE LORD TO MEN, REST IN THE INFALLIBLE CRITERION OF FAITH, MANIFESTING A WILLING SPIRIT, SINCE WE HAVE CHOSEN LIFE AND BELIEVE GOD THROUGH HIS VOICE. AND HE WHO HAS BELIEVED THE WORD KNOWS THE MATTER TO BE TRUE; FOR THE WORD IS TRUTH. BUT HE WHO HAS DISBELIEVED HIM THAT SPEAKS, HAS DISBELIEVED GOD. "BY FAITH WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE WORLDS WERE FRAMED BY THE WORD OF GOD, SO THAT WHAT IS SEEN WAS NOT MADE OF THINGS WHICH APPEAR," SAYS THE APOSTLE. "BY FAITH ABEL OFFERED TO GOD A FULLER SACRIFICE THAN CAIN, BY WHICH HE RECEIVED TESTIMONY THAT HE WAS RIGHTEOUS, GOD GIVING TESTIMONY TO HIM RESPECTING HIS GIFTS; AND BY IT HE, BEING DEAD, YET SPEAKETH," AND SO FORTH, DOWN TO "THAN ENJOY THE PLEASURES OF SIN FOR A SEASON."[1] FAITH HAVING, THEREFORE, JUSTIFIED THESE BEFORE THE LAW, MADE THEM HEIRS OF THE DIVINE PROMISE. WHY THEN SHOULD I REVIEW AND ADDUCE ANY FURTHER TESTIMONIES OF FAITH FROM THE HISTORY IN OUR HANDS? "FOR THE TIME WOULD FAIL ME WERE I TO TELL OF GIDEON, BARAK, SAMSON, JEPHTHA, DAVID, AND SAMUEL, AND THE PROPHETS," AND WHAT FOLLOWS.[2] NOW, INASMUCH AS THERE ARE FOUR THINGS IN WHICH THE TRUTH RESIDES--SENSATION, UNDERSTANDING, KNOWLEDGE, OPINION,-- INTELLECTUAL APPREHENSION IS FIRST IN THE ORDER OF NATURE; BUT IN OUR CASE, AND IN RELATION TO OURSELVES, SENSATION IS FIRST, AND OF SENSATION AND UNDERSTANDING THE ESSENCE OF KNOWLEDGE IS FORMED; AND EVIDENCE IS COMMON TO UNDERSTANDING AND SENSATION. WELL SENSATION IS THE LADDER TO KNOWLEDGE; WHILE FAITH, ADVANCING OVER THE PATHWAY OF THE OBJECTS OF SENSE, LEAVES OPINION BEHIND, AND SPEEDS TO THINGS FREE OF DECEPTION, AND REPOSES IN THE TRUTH. SHOULD ONE SAY THAT KNOWLEDGE IS FOUNDED ON DEMONSTRATION BY A PROCESS OF REASONING, LET HIM HEAR THAT FIRST PRINCIPLES ARE INCAPABLE OF DEMONSTRATION; FOR THEY ARE KNOWN NEITHER BY ART NOR SAGACITY. FOR THE LATTER IS CONVERSANT ABOUT OBJECTS THAT ARE SUSCEPTIBLE OF CHANGE, WHILE THE FORMER IS PRACTICAL SOLELY, AND NOT THEORETICAL.[3] HENCE IT IS THOUGHT THAT THE FIRST CAUSE OF THE UNIVERSE CAN BE APPREHENDED BY FAITH ALONE. FOR ALL KNOWLEDGE IS CAPABLE OF BEING TAUGHT; AND WHAT IS CAPABLE OF BEING TAUGHT IS ROUNDED ON WHAT IS KNOWN BEFORE. BUT THE FIRST CAUSE OF THE UNIVERSE WAS NOT PREVIOUSLY KNOWN TO THE GREEKS; NEITHER, ACCORDINGLY, TO THALES, WHO CAME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT WATER WAS THE FIRST I CAUSE; NOR TO THE OTHER NATURAL PHILOSOPHERS WHO SUCCEEDED HIM, SINCE IT WAS ANAXAGORAS WHO WAS THE FIRST WHO ASSIGNED TO MIND THE SUPREMACY OVER MATERIAL THINGS. BUT NOT EVEN HE PRESERVED THE DIGNITY SUITED TO THE EFFICIENT CAUSE, DESCRIBING AS HE DID CERTAIN SILLY VORTICES, TOGETHER WITH THE INERTIA AND EVEN FOOLISHNESS OF MIND. WHEREFORE ALSO THE WORD SAYS, "CALL NO MAN MASTER ON EARTH."[4] FOR KNOWLEDGE IS A STATE OF MIND THAT RESULTS FROM DEMONSTRATION; BUT FAITH IS A GRACE WHICH FROM WHAT IS INDEMONSTRABLE CONDUCTS TO WHAT IS UNIVERSAL AND SIMPLE, WHAT IS NEITHER WITH MATTER, NOR MATTER, NOR UNDER MATTER. BUT THOSE WHO BELIEVE NOT, AS TO BE EXPECTED, DRAG ALL DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND THE REGION OF THE INVISIBLE, TO EARTH, "ABSOLUTELY GRASPING WITH THEIR HANDS ROCKS AND OAKS," ACCORDING TO PLATO. FOR, CLINGING TO ALL SUCH THINGS, THEY ASSEVERATE THAT THAT ALONE EXISTS WHICH CAN BE TOUCHED AND HANDLED, DEFINING BODY AND ESSENCE TO BE IDENTICAL: DISPUTING AGAINST THEMSELVES, THEY VERY PIOUSLY DEFEND THE EXISTENCE OF CERTAIN INTELLECTUAL AND BODILESS FORMS DESCENDING SOMEWHERE FROM ABOVE FROM THE INVISIBLE WORLD, VEHEMENTLY MAINTAINING THAT THERE IS A TRUE ESSENCE. "LO, I MAKE NEW THINGS," SAITH THE WORD, "WHICH EYE HATH NOT SEEN, NOR EAR HEARD, NOR HATH IT ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN."[5] WITH A NEW EYE, A NEW EAR, A NEW HEART, WHATEVER CAN BE SEEN AND HEARD IS TO BE APPREHENDED, BY THE FAITH AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE DISCIPLES OF THE LORD, WHO SPEAK, HEAR, AND ACT SPIRITUALLY. FOR THERE IS GENUINE COIN, AND OTHER THAT IS SPURIOUS; WHICH NO LESS DECEIVES UNPROFESSIONALS, THAT IT DOES NOT THE MONEY-CHANGERS; WHO KNOW THROUGH HAVING LEARNED HOW TO SEPARATE AND DISTINGUISH WHAT HAS A FALSE STAMP FROM WHAT IS GENUINE. SO, THE MONEY-CHANGER ONLY SAYS TO THE UNPROFESSIONAL MAN THAT THE COIN IS COUNTERFEIT. BUT THE REASON WHY, ONLY THE BANKER'S APPRENTICE, AND HE THAT IS TRAINED TO THIS DEPARTMENT, LEARNS. NOW ARISTOTLE SAYS THAT THE JUDGMENT WHICH FOLLOWS KNOWLEDGE IS IN TRUTH FAITH. ACCORDINGLY, FAITH IS SOMETHING SUPERIOR TO KNOWLEDGE, AND IS ITS CRITERION. CONJECTURE, WHICH IS ONLY A FEEBLE SUPPOSITION, COUNTERFEITS FAITH; AS THE FLATTERER COUNTERFEITS A FRIEND, AND THE WOLF THE DOG. AND AS THE WORKMAN SEES THAT BY LEARNING CERTAIN THINGS, HE BECOMES AN ARTIFICER, AND THE HELMSMAN BY BEING INSTRUCTED IN THE ART WILL BE ABLE TO STEER; HE DOES NOT REGARD THE MERE WISHING TO BECOME EXCELLENT AND GOOD ENOUGH, BUT HE MUST LEARN IT BY THE EXERCISE OF OBEDIENCE. BUT TO OBEY THE WORD, WHOM WE CALL INSTRUCTOR, IS TO BELIEVE HIM, GOING AGAINST HIM IN NOTHING. FOR HOW CAN WE TAKE UP A POSITION OF HOSTILITY TO GOD? KNOWLEDGE, ACCORDINGLY, IS CHARACTERIZED BY FAITH; AND FAITH, BY A KIND OF DIVINE MUTUAL AND RECIPROCAL CORRESPONDENCE, BECOMES CHARACTERIZED BY KNOWLEDGE. EPICURUS, TOO, WHO VERY GREATLY PREFERRED PLEASURE TO TRUTH, SUPPOSES FAITH TO BE A PRECONCEPTION OF THE MIND; AND DEFINES PRECONCEPTION TO BE A GRASPING AT SOMETHING EVIDENT, AND AT THE CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE THING; AND ASSERTS THAT, WITHOUT PRECONCEPTION, NO ONE CAN EITHER INQUIRE, OR DOUBT, OR JUDGE, OR EVEN ARGUE. HOW CAN ONE, WITHOUT A PRECONCEIVED IDEA OF WHAT HE IS AIMING AFTER, LEARN ABOUT THAT WHICH IS THE SUBJECT OF HIS INVESTIGATION? HE, AGAIN, WHO HAS LEARNED HAS ALREADY TURNED HIS PRECONCEPTION[1] INTO COMPREHENSION. AND IF HE WHO LEARNS, LEARNS NOT WITHOUT A PRECONCEIVED IDEA WHICH TAKES. IN WHAT IS EXPRESSED, THAT MAN HAS EARS TO HEAR THE TRUTH. AND HAPPY IS THE MAN THAT SPEAKS TO THE EARS OF THOSE WHO HEAR; AS HAPPY CERTAINLY ALSO IS HE WHO IS A CHILD OF OBEDIENCE. NOW TO HEAR IS TO UNDERSTAND. IF, THEN, FAITH IS NOTHING ELSE THAN A PRECONCEPTION OF THE MIND IN REGARD TO WHAT IS THE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE, AND OBEDIENCE IS SO CALLED, AND UNDERSTANDING AND PERSUASION; NO ONE SHALL LEARN AUGHT WITHOUT FAITH, SINCE NO ONE [LEARNS AUGHT] WITHOUT PRECONCEPTION. CONSEQUENTLY, THERE IS A MORE-AMPLE DEMONSTRATION OF THE COMPLETE TRUTH OF WHAT WAS SPOKEN BY THE PROPHET, "UNLESS YE BELIEVE, NEITHER WILL YE UNDERSTAND." PARAPHRASING THIS ORACLE, HERACLITUS OF EPHESUS SAYS, "IF A MAN, HOPE NOT, HE WILL NOT FIND THAT WHICH IS NOT HOPED FOR, SEEING IT IS INSCRUTABLE AND INACCESSIBLE." PLATO THE PHILOSOPHER, ALSO, IN THE LAWS, SAYS, "THAT HE WHO WOULD BE BLESSED AND HAPPY, MUST BE STRAIGHT FROM THE BEGINNING A PARTAKER OF THE TRUTH, SO AS TO LIVE TRUE FOR AS LONG A PERIOD AS POSSIBLE; FOR HE IS A MAN OF FAITH. BUT THE UNBELIEVER IS ONE TO WHOM VOLUNTARY FALSEHOOD IS AGREEABLE; AND THE MAN TO WHOM INVOLUNTARY FALSEHOOD IS AGREEABLE IS SENSELESS;[2] NEITHER OF WHICH IS DESIRABLE. FOR HE WHO IS DEVOID OF FRIENDLINESS, IS FAITHLESS AND IGNORANT." AND DOES HE NOT ENIGMATICALLY SAY IN EUTHYDEMUS, THAT THIS IS "THE REGAL WISDOM"? IN THE STATESMAN HE SAYS EXPRESSLY, "SO THAT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUE KING IS KINGLY; AND HE WHO POSSESSES IT, WHETHER A PRINCE OR PRIVATE PERSON, SHALL BY ALL MEANS, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THIS ACT, BE RIGHTLY STYLED ROYAL." NOW THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN CHRIST BOTH ARE AND ARE CALLED CHRESTOI (GOOD),[3] AS THOSE WHO ARE CARED FOR BY THE TRUE KING ARE KINGLY. FOR AS THE WISE ARE WISE BY THEIR WISDOM, AND THOSE OBSERVANTS OF LAW ARE SO BY THE LAW; SO ALSO, THOSE WHO BELONG TO CHRIST THE KING ARE KINGS, AND THOSE THAT ARE CHRIST'S CHRISTIANS. THEN, IN CONTINUATION, HE ADDS CLEARLY, "WHAT IS RIGHT WILL TURN OUT TO BE LAWFUL, LAW BEING IN ITS NATURE RIGHT REASON, AND NOT FOUND IN WRITINGS OR ELSEWHERE." AND THE STRANGER OF ELEA PRONOUNCES THE KINGLY AND STATESMANLIKE MAN "A LIVING LAW." SUCH IS HE WHO FULFILS THE LAW, "DOING THE WILL OF THE FATHER,"[4] INSCRIBED ON A LOFTY PILLAR, AND SET AS AN EXAMPLE OF DIVINE VIRTUE TO ALL WHO POSSESS THE POWER OF SEEING. THE GREEKS ARE ACQUAINTED WITH THE STAVES OF THE EPHORI AT LACEDAEMON, INSCRIBED WITH THE LAW ON WOOD. BUT MY LAW, AS WAS SAID ABOVE, IS BOTH ROYAL AND LIVING; AND IT IS RIGHT REASON. "LAW, WHICH IS KING OF ALL--OF MORTALS AND IMMORTALS," AS THE BOEOTIAN PINDAR SINGS. FOR SPEUSIPPUS,[5] IN THE FIRST BOOK AGAINST CLEOPHON, SEEMS TO WRITE LIKE PLATO ON THIS WISE: "FOR IF ROYALTY BE A GOOD THING, AND THE WISE MAN THE ONLY KING AND RULER, THE LAW, WHICH IS FIGHT REASON, IS GOOD;"[6] WHICH IS THE CASE. THE STOICS TEACH WHAT IS IN CONFORMITY WITH THIS, ASSIGNING KINGHOOD, PRIESTHOOD, PROPHECY, LEGISLATION, RICHES, TRUE BEAUTY, NOBLE BIRTH, FREEDOM, TO THE WISE MAN ALONE. BUT THAT HE IS EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT TO FIND, IS CONFESSED EVEN BY THEM. 
CHAP. V. --HE PROVES BY SEVERAL EXAMPLES THAT THE GREEKS DREW FROM THE SACRED WRITERS. 
ACCORDINGLY, ALL THOSE ABOVE-MENTIONED DOGMAS APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN TRANSMITTED FROM MOSES THE GREAT TO THE GREEKS. THAT ALL THINGS BELONG TO THE WISE MAN, IS TAUGHT IN THESE WORDS: "AND BECAUSE GOD HATH SHOWED ME MERCY, I HAVE ALL THINGS."[7] AND THAT HE IS BELOVED OF GOD, GOD INTIMATES WHEN HE SAYS, "THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, THE GOD OF ISAAC, THE GOD OF JACOB."[8] FOR THE FIRST IS FOUND TO HAVE BEEN EXPRESSLY CALLED "FRIEND;"[9] AND THE SECOND IS SHOWN TO HAVE RECEIVED A NEW NAME, SIGNIFYING "HE THAT SEES GOD ;"[10] WHILE ISAAC, GOD IN A FIGURE SELECTED FOR HIMSELF AS A CONSECRATED SACRIFICE, TO BE A TYPE TO US OF THE ECONOMY OF SALVATION. NOW AMONG THE GREEKS, MINOS THE KING OF NINE YEARS' REIGN, AND FAMILIAR FRIEND OF ZEUS, IS CELEBRATED IN SONG; THEY HAVING HEARD HOW ONCE GOD CONVERSED WITH MOSES, "AS ONE SPEAKING WITH HIS FRIEND."[11] MOSES, THEN, WAS A SAGE, KING, LEGISLATOR. BUT OUR SAVIOR SURPASSES ALL HUMAN NATURE." HE IS SO LOVELY, AS TO BE ALONE LOVED BY US, WHOSE HEARTS ARE SET ON THE TRUE BEAUTY, FOR "HE WAS THE TRUE LIGHT."[13] HE IS SHOWN TO BE A KING, AS SUCH HAILED BY UNSOPHISTICATED CHILDREN AND BY THE UNBELIEVING AND IGNORANT JEWS, AND HERALDED BY THE PROPHETS. SO RICH IS HE, THAT HE DESPISED THE WHOLE EARTH, AND THE GOLD ABOVE AND BENEATH IT, WITH ALL GLORY, WHEN GIVEN TO HIM BY THE ADVERSARY. WHAT NEED IS THERE TO SAY THAT HE IS THE ONLY HIGH PRIEST, WHO ALONE POSSESSES THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORSHIP OF GOD?[1] HE IS MELCHIZEDEK, "KING OF PEACE,"[2] THE MOST FIT OF ALL TO HEAD THE RACE OF MEN. A LEGISLATOR TOO, INASMUCH AS HE GAVE THE LAW BY THE MOUTH OF THE PROPHETS, ENJOINING AND TEACHING MOST DISTINCTLY WHAT THINGS ARE TO BE DONE, AND WHAT NOT. WHO OF NOBLER LINEAGE THAN HE WHOSE ONLY FATHER IS GOD? COME, THEN, LET US PRODUCE PLATO ASSENTING TO THOSE VERY DOGMAS. THE WISE MAN HE CALLS RICH IN THE PHOEDRUS, WHEN HE SAYS, "O DEAR PAN, AND WHATEVER OTHER GODS ARE HERE, GRANT ME TO BECOME FAIR WITHIN; AND WHATEVER EXTERNAL THINGS I HAVE, LET THEM BE AGREEABLE TO WHAT IS WITHIN. I WOULD RECKON THE WISE MAN RICH."[3] AND THE ATHENIAN STRANGER,[4] FINDING FAULT WITH THOSE WHO THINK THAT THOSE WHO HAVE MANY POSSESSIONS ARE RICH, SPEAKS THUS: "FOR THE VERY RICH TO BE ALSO GOOD IS IMPOSSIBLE--THOSE, I MEAN, WHOM THE MULTITUDE COUNT RICH. THOSE THEY CALL RICH, WHO, AMONG A FEW MEN, ARE OWNERS OF THE POSSESSIONS WORTH MOST MONEY; WHICH ANY BAD MAN MAY POSSESS." "THE WHOLE WORLD OF WEALTH BELONGS TO THE BELIEVER,"[5] SOLOMON SAYS, "BUT NOT A PENNY TO THE UNBELIEVER." MUCH MORE, THEN, IS THE SCRIPTURE TO BE BELIEVED WHICH SAYS, "IT IS EASIER FOR A CAMEL TO GO THROUGH THE EYE OF A NEEDLE, THAN FOR A RICH MAN "[6] TO LEAD A PHILOSOPHIC LIFE. BUT, ON THE OTHER HAND, IT BLESSES "THE POOR;"[7] AS PLATO UNDERSTOOD WHEN HE SAID, "IT IS NOT THE DIMINISHING OF ONE'S RESOURCES, BUT THE AUGMENTING OF INSATIABLENESS, THAT IS TO BE CONSIDERED POVERTY; FOR IT IS NOT SLENDER MEANS THAT EVER CONSTITUTES POVERTY, BUT INSATIABLENESS, FROM WHICH THE GOOD MAN BEING FREE, WILL ALSO BE RICH." AND IN ALCIBIADES HE CALLS VICE A SERVILE THING, AND VIRTUE THE ATTRIBUTE OF FREEMEN. "TAKE AWAY FROM YOU THE HEAVY YOKE, AND TAKE UP THE EASY ONE,"[8] SAYS THE SCRIPTURE; AS ALSO THE POETS CALL [VICE] A SLAVISH YOKE. AND THE EXPRESSION, "YE HAVE SOLD YOURSELVES TO YOUR SINS," AGREES WITH WHAT IS SAID ABOVE: "EVERY ONE, THEN, WHO COMMITTETH SIN IS A SLAVE; AND THE SLAVE ABIDETH NOT IN THE HOUSE FOR EVER. BUT IF THE SON SHALL MAKE YOU FREE, THEN SHALL YE BE FREE, AND THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE."[9] AND AGAIN, THAT THE WISE MAN IS BEAUTIFUL, THE ATHENIAN STRANGER ASSERTS, IN THE SAME WAY AS IF ONE WERE TO AFFIRM THAT CERTAIN PERSONS WERE JUST, EVEN SHOULD THEY HAPPEN TO BE UGLY IN THEIR PERSONS. AND IN SPEAKING THUS WITH RESPECT TO EMINENT RECTITUDE OF CHARACTER, NO ONE WHO SHOULD ASSERT THEM TO BE ON THIS ACCOUNT BEAUTIFUL WOULD BE THOUGHT TO SPEAK EXTRAVAGANTLY. AND "HIS APPEARANCE WAS INFERIOR TO ALL THE SONS OF MEN,"[10] PROPHECY PREDICTED. PLATO, MOREOVER, HAS CALLED THE WISE MAN A KING, IN THE STATESMAN. THE REMARK IS QUOTED ABOVE. THESE POINTS BEING DEMONSTRATED, LET US RECUR AGAIN TO OUR DISCOURSE ON FAITH. WELL, WITH THE FULLEST DEMONSTRATION, PLATO PROVES, THAT THERE IS NEED OF FAITH EVERYWHERE, CELEBRATING PEACE AT THE SAME TIME: "FOR NO MAN WILL EVER BE TRUSTY AND SOUND IN SEDITIONS WITHOUT ENTIRE VIRTUE. THERE ARE NUMBERS OF MERCENARIES FULL OF FIGHT, AND WILLING TO DIE IN WAR; BUT, WITH A VERY FEW EXCEPTIONS, THE MOST OF THEM ARE DESPERADOES AND VILLAINS, INSOLENT AND SENSELESS." IF THESE OBSERVATIONS ARE RIGHT, "EVERY LEGISLATOR WHO IS EVEN OF SLIGHT USE, WILL, IN MAKING HIS LAWS, HAVE AN EYE TO THE GREATEST VIRTUE. SUCH IS FIDELITY, WHICH WE NEED AT ALL TIMES, BOTH IN PEACE AND IN WAR, AND IN ALL THE REST OF OUR LIFE, FOR IT APPEARS TO EMBRACE THE OTHER VIRTUES. "BUT THE BEST THING IS NEITHER WAR NOR SEDITION, FOR THE NECESSITY OF THESE IS TO BE DEPRECATED. BUT PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER AND KINDLY FEELING ARE WHAT IS BEST." FROM THESE REMARKS THE GREATEST PRAYER EVIDENTLY IS TO HAVE PEACE, ACCORDING TO PLATO. AND FAITH IS THE GREATEST MOTHER OF THE I VIRTUES. ACCORDINGLY, IT IS RIGHTLY SAID IN SOLOMON, "WISDOM IS IN THE MOUTH OF THE FAITHFUL." SINCE ALSO XENOCRATES, IN HIS BOOK ON "INTELLIGENCE," SAYS "THAT WISDOM IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF FIRST CAUSES AND OF INTELLECTUAL ESSENCE." HE CONSIDERS INTELLIGENCE AS TWOFOLD, PRACTICAL AND THEORETICAL, WHICH LATTER IS HUMAN WISDOM. CONSEQUENTLY, WISDOM IS INTELLIGENCE, BUT ALL INTELLIGENCE IS NOT WISDOM. AND IT HAS BEEN SHOWN, THAT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FIRST CAUSE OF THE UNIVERSE IS OF FAITH, BUT IS NOT DEMONSTRATION. FOR IT WERE STRANGE THAT THE FOLLOWERS OF THE SAMIAN PYTHAGORAS, REJECTING DEMONSTRATIONS OF SUBJECTS OF QUESTION, SHOULD REGARD THE BARE IPSE DIXIT[13] AS GROUND OF BELIEF; AND THAT THIS EXPRESSION ALONE SUFFICED FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF WHAT THEY HEARD, WHILE THOSE DEVOTED TO THE CONTEMPLATION OF THE TRUTH, PRESUMING TO DISBELIEVE THE TRUSTWORTHY TEACHER, GOD THE ONLY SAVIOR, SHOULD DEMAND OF HIM TESTS OF HIS UTTERANCES. BUT HE SAYS, "HE THAT HATH EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR." AND WHO IS HE? LET EPICHARMUS SAY: "MIND SEES, MIND HEARS; ALL BESIDES IS DEAF AND BLIND."[14] RATING SOME AS UNBELIEVERS, HERACLITUS SAYS, "NOT KNOWING HOW TO HEAR OR TO SPEAK;" AIDED DOUBTLESS BY SOLOMON, WHO SAYS, "IF THOU LOVEST TO HEAR, THOU SHALT COMPREHEND; AND IF THOU INCLINE THINE EAR, THOU SHALT BE WISE.[1] 
CHAP. VI. --THE EXCELLENCE AND UTILITY OF FAITH. 
"LORD, WHO HATH BELIEVED OUR REPORT?"[2] ISAIAH SAYS. FOR "FAITH COMETH BY HEARING, AND HEARING BY THE WORD OF GOD," SAITH THE APOSTLE. "HOW THEN SHALL THEY CALL ON HIM IN WHOM THEY HAVE NOT BELIEVED? AND HOW SHALL THEY BELIEVE ON HIM WHOM THEY HAVE NOT HEARD? AND HOW SHALL THEY HEAR WITHOUT A PREACHER? AND HOW SHALL THEY PREACH EXCEPT THEY BE SENT? AS IT IS WRITTEN, HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE THAT PUBLISH GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGS! "3 YOU SEE HOW HE BRINGS FAITH BY HEARING, AND THE PREACHING OF THE APOSTLES, UP TO THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD, AND TO THE SON OF GOD. WE DO NOT YET UNDERSTAND THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD TO BE DEMONSTRATION. AS, THEN, PLAYING AT BALL NOT ONLY DEPENDS ON ONE THROWING THE BALL SKILLFULLY, BUT IT REQUIRES BESIDES ONE TO CATCH IT DEXTEROUSLY, THAT THE GAME MAY BE GONE THROUGH ACCORDING TO THE RULES FOR BALL; SO ALSO, IS IT THE CASE THAT TEACHING IS RELIABLE WHEN FAITH ON THE PART OF THOSE WHO HEAR, BEING, SO TO SPEAK, A SORT OF NATURAL ART, CONTRIBUTES TO THE PROCESS OF LEARNING. SO ALSO, THE EARTH CO- OPERATES, THROUGH ITS PRODUCTIVE POWER, BEING FIT FOR THE SOWING OF THE SEED. FOR THERE IS NO GOOD OF THE VERY BEST INSTRUCTION WITHOUT THE EXERCISE OF THE RECEPTIVE FACULTY ON THE PART OF THE LEARNER, NOT EVEN OF PROPHECY, WHEN THERE IS THE ABSENCE OF DOCILITY ON THE PART OF THOSE WHO HEAR. FOR DRY TWIGS, BEING READY TO RECEIVE THE POWER OF FIRE, ARE KINDLED WITH GREAT EASE; AND THE FAR-FAMED STONE[4] ATTRACTS STEEL THROUGH AFFINITY, AS THE AMBER TEAR-DROP DRAGS TO ITSELF TWIGS, AND THE LUMP SETS CHAFF IN MOTION. AND THE SUBSTANCES ATTRACTED OBEY THEM, INFLUENCED BY A SUBTLE SPIRIT, NOT AS A CAUSE, BUT AS A CONCURRING CAUSE. THERE BEING THEN A TWOFOLD SPECIES OF VICE--THAT CHARACTERIZED BY CRAFT AND STEALTH, AND THAT WHICH LEADS AND DRIVES WITH VIOLENCE--THE DIVINE WORD CRIES, CALLING ALL TOGETHER; KNOWING PERFECTLY WELL THOSE THAT WILL NOT OBEY; NOTWITHSTANDING THEN SINCE TO OBEY OR NOT IS IN OUR OWN POWER, PROVIDED WE HAVE NOT THE EXCUSE OF IGNORANCE TO ADDUCE. HE MAKES A JUST CALL, AND DEMANDS OF EACH ACCORDING TO HIS STRENGTH. FOR SOME ARE ABLE AS WELL AS WILLING, HAVING REACHED THIS POINT THROUGH PRACTICE AND BEING PURIFIED; WHILE OTHERS, IF THEY ARE NOT YET ABLE, ALREADY HAVE THE WILL. NOW TO WILL IS THE ACT OF THE SOUL, BUT TO DO IS NOT WITHOUT THE BODY. NOR ARE ACTIONS ESTIMATED BY THEIR ISSUE ALONE; BUT THEY ARE JUDGED ALSO ACCORDING TO THE ELEMENT OF FREE CHOICE IN EACH, IF HE CHOSE EASILY, IF HE REPENTED OF HIS SINS, IF HE REFLECTED ON HIS FAILURES AND REPENTED (METEGNW), WHICH IS (META TAUTA EGNW) "AFTERWARDS KNEW." FOR REPENTANCE IS A TARDY KNOWLEDGE, AND PRIMITIVE INNOCENCE IS KNOWLEDGE. REPENTANCE, THEN, IS AN EFFECT OF FAITH. FOR UNLESS A MAN BELIEVES THAT TO WHICH HE WAS ADDICTED TO BE SIN, HE WILL NOT ABANDON IT; AND IF HE DO NOT BELIEVE PUNISHMENT TO BE IMPENDING OVER THE TRANSGRESSOR, AND SALVATION TO BE THE PORTION OF HIM WHO LIVES ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS, HE WILL NOT REFORM. HOPE, TOO, IS BASED ON FAITH. ACCORDINGLY, THE FOLLOWERS OF BASILIDES DEFINE FAITH TO BE, THE ASSENT OF THE SOUL TO ANY OF THOSE THINGS, THAT DO NOT AFFECT THE SENSES THROUGH NOT BEING PRESENT. AND HOPE IS THE EXPECTATION OF THE POSSESSION OF GOOD. NECESSARILY, THEN, IS EXPECTATION FOUNDED ON FAITH. NOW HE IS FAITHFUL WHO KEEPS INVIOLABLY WHAT IS ENTRUSTED TO HIM; AND WE ARE ENTRUSTED WITH THE UTTERANCES RESPECTING GOD AND THE DIVINE WORDS, THE COMMANDS ALONG WITH THE EXECUTION OF THE INJUNCTIONS. THIS IS THE FAITHFUL SERVANT, WHO IS PRAISED BY THE LORD. AND WHEN IT IS SAID, "GOD IS FAITHFUL," IT IS INTIMATED THAT HE IS WORTHY TO BE BELIEVED WHEN DECLARING AUGHT. NOW HIS WORD DECLARES; AND "GOD" HIMSELF IS "FAITHFUL."[5] HOW, THEN, IF TO BELIEVE IS TO SUPPOSE, DO THE PHILOSOPHERS THINK THAT WHAT PROCEEDS FROM THEMSELVES IS SURE? FOR THE VOLUNTARY ASSENT TO A PRECEDING DEMONSTRATION IS NOT SUPPOSITION, BUT IT IS ASSENT TO SOMETHING SURE. WHO IS MORE POWERFUL THAN GOD? NOW UNBELIEF IS THE FEEBLE NEGATIVE SUPPOSITION OF ONE OPPOSED TO HIM: AS INCREDULITY IS A CONDITION WHICH ADMITS FAITH WITH DIFFICULTY. FAITH IS THE VOLUNTARY SUPPOSITION AND ANTICIPATION OF PRE-COMPREHENSION. EXPECTATION IS AN OPINION ABOUT THE FUTURE, AND EXPECTATION ABOUT OTHER THINGS IS OPINION ABOUT UNCERTAINTY. CONFIDENCE IS A STRONG JUDGMENT ABOUT A THING. WHEREFORE WE BELIEVE HIM IN WHOM WE HAVE CONFIDENCE UNTO DIVINE GLORY AND SALVATION. AND WE CONFIDE IN HIM, WHO IS GOD ALONE, WHOM WE KNOW, THAT THOSE THINGS NOBLY [PROMISED TO US, AND FOR THIS END BENEVOLENTLY CREATED AND BESTOWED BY HIM ON US, WILL NOT FAIL. BENEVOLENCE IS THE WISHING OF GOOD THINGS TO ANOTHER FOR HIS SAKE. FOR HE NEEDS NOTHING; AND THE BENEFICENCE AND BENIGNITY WHICH FLOW FROM THE LORD TERMINATE IN US, BEING DIVINE BENEVOLENCE, AND BENEVOLENCE RESULTING IN BENEFICENCE. AND IF TO ABRAHAM ON HIS BELIEVING IT WAS COUNTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND IF WE ARE THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, THEN WE MUST ALSO BELIEVE THROUGH HEATING. FOR WE ARE ISRAELITES, WHO ARE CONVINCED NOT BY SIGNS, BUT BY HEARING. WHEREFORE IT IS SAID, "REJOICE, O BARREN, THAT BAREST NOT; BREAK FORTH AND CRY, THOU THAT DIDST NOT TRAVAIL WITH CHILD: FOR MORE ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE DESOLATE THAN OF HER WHO HATH AN HUSBAND."[1] "THOU HAST LIVED FOR THE FENCE OF THE PEOPLE, THY CHILDREN WERE BLESSED IN THE TENTS OF THEIR FATHERS."[2] AND IF THE SAME MANSIONS ARE PROMISED BY PROPHECY TO US AND TO THE PATRIARCHS, THE GOD OF BOTH THE COVENANTS IS SHOWN TO BE ONE. ACCORDINGLY, IT IS ADDED MORE CLEARLY, "THOU HAST INHERITED THE COVENANT OF ISRAEL,"[3] SPEAKING TO THOSE CALLED FROM AMONG THE NATIONS THAT WERE ONCE BARREN, BEING FORMERLY DESTITUTE OF THIS HUSBAND, WHO IS THE WORD, DESOLATE FORMERLY, OF THE BRIDEGROOM. "NOW THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH,"[4] WHICH IS ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT AND THE COMMANDMENTS; SINCE THESE, WHICH ARE TWO IN NAME AND TIME, GIVEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE [DIVINE] ECONOMY-- BEING IN POWER ONE--THE OLD AND THE NEW, ARE DISPENSED THROUGH THE SON BY ONE GOD. AS THE APOSTLE ALSO SAYS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, "FOR THEREIN IS THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD REVEALED FROM FAITH TO FAITH," TEACHING THE ONE SALVATION WHICH FROM PROPHECY TO THE GOSPEL IS PERFECTED BY ONE AND THE SAME LORD. "THIS CHARGE," HE SAYS, "I COMMIT TO THEE, SON TIMOTHY, ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECIES WHICH WENT BEFORE ON THEE, THAT THOU BY THEM MIGHTEST WAR THE GOOD WARFARE; HOLDING FAITH, AND A GOOD CONSCIENCE; WHICH SOME HAVING PUT AWAY CONCERNING FAITH HAVE MADE SHIPWRECK,"[5] BECAUSE THEY DEFILED BY UNBELIEF THE CONSCIENCE THAT COMES FROM GOD. ACCORDINGLY, FAITH MAY NOT, ANY MORE, WITH REASON, BE DISPARAGED IN AN OFFHAND WAY, AS SIMPLE AND VULGAR, APPERTAINING TO ANYBODY. FOR, IF IT WERE A MERE HUMAN HABIT, AS THE GREEKS SUPPOSED, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN EXTINGUISHED. BUT IF IT GROWS, AND THERE BE NO PLACE WHERE IT IS NOT; THEN I AFFIRM, THAT FAITH, WHETHER FOUNDED IN LOVE, OR IN FEAR, AS ITS DISPARAGERS ASSERT, IS SOMETHING DIVINE; WHICH IS NEITHER RENT ASUNDER BY OTHER MUNDANE FRIENDSHIP, NOR DISSOLVED BY THE PRESENCE OF FEAR. FOR LOVE, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS FRIENDLY ALLIANCE WITH FAITH, MAKES MEN BELIEVERS; AND FAITH, WHICH IS THE FOUNDATION OF LOVE, IN ITS TURN INTRODUCES THE DOING OF GOOD; SINCE ALSO FEAR, THE PEDAGOGUE OF THE LAW, IS BELIEVED TO BE FEAR BY THOSE, BY WHOM IT IS BELIEVED. FOR, IF ITS EXISTENCE IS SHOWN IN ITS WORKING, IT IS YET BELIEVED WHEN ABOUT TO DO AND THREATENING, AND WHEN NOT WORKING AND PRESENT; AND BEING BELIEVED TO EXIST, IT DOES NOT ITSELF GENERATE FAITH, BUT IS BY FAITH TESTED AND PROVED TRUSTWORTHY. SUCH A CHANGE, THEN, FROM UNBELIEF TO FAITH--AND TO TRUST IN HOPE AND FEAR, IS DIVINE. AND, IN TRUTH, FAITH IS DISCOVERED, BY US, TO BE THE FIRST MOVEMENT TOWARDS SALVATION; AFTER WHICH FEAR, AND HOPE, AND REPENTANCE, ADVANCING IN COMPANY WITH TEMPERANCE AND PATIENCE, LEAD US TO LOVE AND KNOWLEDGE. RIGHTLY, THEREFORE, THE APOSTLE BARNABAS SAYS, "FROM THE PORTION I HAVE RECEIVED I HAVE DONE MY DILIGENCE TO SEND BY LITTLE AND LITTLE TO YOU; THAT ALONG WITH YOUR FAITH YOU MAY ALSO HAVE PERFECT KNOWLEDGE.[6] FEAR AND PATIENCE ARE THEN HELPERS OF YOUR FAITH; AND OUR ALLIES ARE LONG-SUFFERING AND TEMPERANCE. THESE, THEN," HE SAYS, "IN WHAT RESPECTS THE LORD, CONTINUING IN PURITY, THERE REJOICE ALONG WITH THEM, WISDOM, UNDERSTANDING, INTELLIGENCE, KNOWLEDGE." THE FORE-MENTIONED VIRTUES BEING, THEN, THE ELEMENTS OF KNOWLEDGE; THE RESULT IS THAT FAITH IS MORE ELEMENTARY, BEING AS NECESSARY TO THE GNOSTIC,[7] AS RESPIRATION TO HIM THAT LIVES IN THIS WORLD IS TO LIFE. AND AS WITHOUT THE FOUR ELEMENTS IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO LIVE, SO NEITHER CAN KNOWLEDGE BE ATTAINED WITHOUT FAITH. IT IS THEN THE SUPPORT OF TRUTH. 
CHAP. VII. --THE UTILITY OF FEAR. OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 
THOSE, WHO DENOUNCE FEAR, ASSAIL THE LAW; AND IF THE LAW, PLAINLY ALSO GOD, WHO GAVE THE LAW. FOR THESE THREE ELEMENTS ARE OF NECESSITY PRESENTED IN THE SUBJECT ON HAND: THE RULER, HIS ADMINISTRATION, AND THE RULED. IF, THEN, ACCORDING TO HYPOTHESIS, THEY ABOLISH THE LAW; THEN, BY NECESSARY CONSEQUENCE, EACH ONE WHO IS LED BY LUST, COURTING PLEASURE, MUST NEGLECT WHAT IS RIGHT AND DESPISE THE DEITY, AND FEARLESSLY INDULGE IN IMPIETY AND INJUSTICE TOGETHER, HAVING DASHED AWAY FROM THE TRUTH. YEA, SAY THEY, FEAR IS AN IRRATIONAL ABERRATION[8] AND PERTURBATION OF MIND. WHAT SAYEST THOU? AND HOW CAN THIS DEFINITION BE ANY LONGER MAINTAINED, SEEING THE COMMANDMENT IS GIVEN ME BY THE WORD? BUT THE COMMANDMENT FORBIDS, HANGING FEAR OVER THE HEAD OF THOSE WHO HAVE INCURRED[9] ADMONITION FOR THEIR DISCIPLINE. FEAR IS NOT THEN IRRATIONAL. IT IS THEREFORE RATIONAL. HOW COULD IT BE OTHERWISE, EXHORTING AS IT DOES, THOU, SHALT NOT KILL, THOU, SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, THOU, SHALT NOT STEAL, THEN, SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS? BUT IF THEY WILL QUIBBLE ABOUT THE NAMES, LET THE PHILOSOPHERS TERM THE FEAR OF THE LAW, CAUTIOUS FEAR, (EULABEIA) WHICH IS A SHUNNING (EKKLISIS) AGREEABLE TO REASON. SUCH CRITOLAUS OF PHASELA NOT INAPTLY CALLED FIGHTERS ABOUT NAMES (ONOMATOMAKOI). THE COMMANDMENT, THEN, HAS ALREADY APPEARED FAIR AND LOVELY EVEN IN THE HIGHEST DEGREE, WHEN CONCEIVED UNDER A CHANGE OF NAME. CAUTIOUS FEAR (EULABEIA) IS THEREFORE SHOWN TO BE REASONABLE BEING THE SHUNNING OF WHAT HURTS; FROM WHICH ARISES REPENTANCE FOR PREVIOUS SINS. "FOR THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM; GOOD UNDERSTANDING IS TO ALL THAT DO IT."[1] HE CALLS WISDOM A DOING, WHICH IS THE FEAR OF THE LORD PAVING THE WAY FOR WISDOM. BUT IF THE LAW PRODUCES FEAR, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LAW IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM; AND A MAN IS NOT WISE WITHOUT LAW. THEREFORE, THOSE WHO REJECT THE LAW ARE UNWISE; AND IN CONSEQUENCE THEY ARE RECKONED GODLESS (AQEOI). NOW INSTRUCTION IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM. "BUT THE UNGODLY DESPISE WISDOM AND INSTRUCTION,"[2] SAITH THE SCRIPTURE. LET US SEE WHAT TERRORS THE LAW ANNOUNCES. IF IT IS THE THINGS WHICH HOLD AN INTERMEDIATE PLACE BETWEEN VIRTUE AND VICE, SUCH AS POVERTY, DISEASE, OBSCURITY, AND HUMBLE BIRTH, AND THE LIKE, THESE THINGS CIVIL LAWS HOLD FORTH, AND ARE: PRAISED FOR SO DOING. AND THOSE OF THE PERIPATETIC SCHOOL, WHO INTRODUCE THREE KINDS OF GOOD THINGS, AND THINK THAT THEIR OPPOSITES ARE EVIL, THIS OPINION SUITS. BUT THE LAW GIVEN TO US ENJOINS US TO SHUN WHAT ARE IN REALITY BAD THINGS--ADULTERY, UNCLEANNESS, PEDERASTY, IGNORANCE, WICKEDNESS, SOUL-DISEASE, DEATH (NOT THAT WHICH SEVERS THE SOUL FROM THE BODY, BUT THAT WHICH SEVERS THE SOUL FROM TRUTH). FOR THESE ARE VICES IN REALITY, AND THE WORKINGS THAT PROCEED FROM THEM ARE DREADFUL AND TERRIBLE. "FOR NOT UNJUSTLY," SAY THE DIVINE ORACLES, "ARE THE NETS SPREAD FOR BIRDS; FOR THEY WHO ARE ACCOMPLICES IN BLOOD TREASURE UP EVILS TO THEMSELVES."[3] HOW, THEN, IS THE LAW STILL SAID TO BE NOT GOOD BY CERTAIN HERESIES THAT CLAMOROUSLY APPEAL TO THE APOSTLE, WHO SAYS, "FOR BY THE LAW IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF SIN?"[4] TO WHOM WE SAY, THE LAW DID NOT CAUSE, BUT SHOWED SIN. FOR, ENJOINING WHAT IS TO BE DONE, IT REPREHENDED WHAT OUGHT NOT TO BE DONE. AND IT IS THE PART OF THE GOOD TO TEACH WHAT IS SALUTARY, AND TO POINT OUT WHAT IS DELETERIOUS; AND TO COUNSEL THE PRACTICE OF THE ONE, AND TO COMMAND TO SHUN THE OTHER. NOW THE APOSTLE, WHOM THEY DO NOT COMPREHEND, SAID THAT BY THE LAW THE KNOWLEDGE OF SIN WAS MANIFESTED, NOT THAT FROM IT IT DERIVED ITS EXISTENCE. AND HOW CAN THE LAW BE NOT GOOD, WHICH TRAINS, WHICH IS GIVEN AS THE INSTRUCTOR (PAIDAGWGOS) TO CHRIST, S THAT BEING CORRECTED BY FEAR, IN THE WAY OF DISCIPLINE, IN ORDER TO THE ATTAINMENT OF THE PERFECTION WHICH IS BY CHRIST? "I WILL NOT," IT IS SAID, "THE DEATH OF THE SINNER, AS HIS REPENTANCE."[6] NOW THE COMMANDMENT WORKS REPENTANCE; INASMUCH AS IT DETERS[7] FROM WHAT OUGHT NOT TO BE DONE, AND ENJOINS GOOD DEEDS. BY IGNORANCE HE MEANS, IN MY OPINION, DEATH. "AND HE THAT IS NEAR THE LORD IS FULL OF STRIPES."[8] PLAINLY, HE, THAT DRAWS NEAR TO KNOWLEDGE, HAS THE BENEFIT OF PERILS, FEARS, TROUBLES, AFFLICTIONS, BY REASON OF HIS DESIRE FOR THE TRUTH. "FOR THE SON WHO IS INSTRUCTED TURNS OUT WISE, AND AN INTELLIGENT SON IS SAVED FROM BURNING. AND AN INTELLIGENT SON WILL RECEIVE THE COMMANDMENTS."[9] AND BARNABAS THE APOSTLE HAVING SAID, "WOE TO THOSE WHO ARE WISE IN THEIR OWN CONCEITS, CLEVER IN THEIR OWN EYES,"[10] ADDED, "LET US BECOME SPIRITUAL, A PERFECT TEMPLE TO GOD; LET US, AS FAR AS IN US LIES, PRACTICE THE FEAR OF GOD, AND STRIVE TO KEEP HIS COMMANDS, THAT WE MAY REJOICE IN HIS JUDGMENTS."[11] WHENCE "THE FEAR OF GOD" IS DIVINELY SAID TO BE THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM.[12] 
CHAP. VIII. --THE VAGARIES OF BASILIDES AND VALENTINUS AS TO FEAR BEING THE CAUSE OF THINGS, 
HERE THE FOLLOWERS OF BASILIDES, INTERPRETING THIS EXPRESSION, SAY, "THAT THE PRINCE,[13] HAVING HEARD THE SPEECH OF THE SPIRIT, WHO WAS BEING MINISTERED TO, WAS STRUCK WITH AMAZEMENT BOTH WITH THE VOICE AND THE VISION, HAVING HAD GLAD TIDINGS BEYOND HIS HOPES ANNOUNCED TO HIM; AND THAT HIS AMAZEMENT WAS CALLED FEAR, WHICH BECAME THE ORIGIN OF WISDOM, WHICH DISTINGUISHES CLASSES, AND DISCRIMINATES, AND PERFECTS, AND RESTORES. FOR NOT THE WORLD ALONE, BUT ALSO THE ELECTION, HE THAT IS OVER ALL HAS SET APART AND SENT FORTH." AND VALENTINUS APPEARS ALSO IN AN EPISTLE TO HAVE ADOPTED SUCH VIEWS. FOR HE WRITES IN THESE VERY WORDS: "AND AS[14] TERROR FELL ON THE ANGELS AT THIS CREATURE, BECAUSE HE UTTERED THINGS GREATER THAN PROCEEDED FROM HIS FORMATION, BY REASON OF THE BEING IN HIM WHO HAD INVISIBLY COMMUNICATED A GERM OF THE SUPERNAL ESSENCE, AND WHO SPOKE WITH FREE UTTERANCE; SO ALSO AMONG THE TRIBES OF MEN IN THE WORLD, THE WORKS OF MEN BECAME TERRORS TO THOSE WHO MADE THEM,--AS, FOR EXAMPLE, IMAGES AND STATUES. AND THE HANDS OF ALL FASHION THINGS TO BEAR THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD: FOR ADAM FORMED INTO THE NAME OF MAN INSPIRED THE DREAD ATTACHING TO THE PRE-EXISTENT MAN, AS HAVING HIS BEING IN HIM; AND THEY WERE TERROR-STRICKEN, AND SPEEDILY MARRED THE WORK." BUT THERE BEING BUT ONE FIRST CAUSE, AS WILL BE SHOWN AFTERWARDS, THESE MEN WILL BE SHOWN TO BE INVENTORS OF CHATTERING’S AND CHIRPINGS. BUT SINCE GOD DEEMED IT ADVANTAGEOUS, THAT FROM THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, MEN SHOULD RECEIVE A PREPARATORY DISCIPLINE BY THE LORD, THE FEAR OF THE LORD WAS CALLED THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM, BEING GIVEN BY THE LORD, THROUGH MOSES, TO THE DISOBEDIENT AND HARD OF HEART. FOR THOSE WHOM REASON CONVINCES NOT, FEAR TAMES; WHICH ALSO THE INSTRUCTING WORD, FORESEEING FROM THE FIRST, AND PURIFYING BY EACH OF THESE METHODS, ADAPTED THE INSTRUMENT SUITABLY FOR PIETY. CONSTERNATION IS, THEN, FEAR AT A STRANGE APPARITION, OR AT AN UNLOOKED-FOR REPRESENTATION-- SUCH AS, FOR EXAMPLE, A MESSAGE; WHILE FEAR IS AN EXCESSIVE WONDERMENT ON ACCOUNT OF SOMETHING WHICH ARISES OR IS. THEY DO NOT THEN PERCEIVE THAT THEY REPRESENT BY MEANS OF AMAZEMENT THE GOD WHO IS HIGHEST AND IS EXTOLLED BY THEM, AS SUBJECT TO PERTURBATION AND ANTECEDENT TO AMAZEMENT AS HAVING BEEN IN IGNORANCE. IF INDEED IGNORANCE PRECEDED AMAZEMENT; AND IF THIS AMAZEMENT AND FEAR, WHICH IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM, IS THE FEAR OF GOD, THEN IN ALL LIKELIHOOD IGNORANCE AS CAUSE PRECEDED BOTH THE WISDOM OF GOD AND ALL CREATIVE WORK, AND NOT ONLY THESE, BUT RESTORATION AND EVEN ELECTION ITSELF. WHETHER, THEN, WAS ITS IGNORANCE OF WHAT WAS GOOD OR WHAT WAS EVIL? WELL, IF OF GOOD, WHY DOES IT CEASE THROUGH AMAZEMENT? AND MINISTER AND PREACHING AND BAPTISM ARE [IN THAT CASE] SUPERFLUOUS TO THEM. AND IF OF EVIL, HOW CAN WHAT, IS BAD BE THE CAUSE OF WHAT IS BEST? FOR HAD NOT IGNORANCE PRECEDED, THE MINISTER WOULD NOT HAVE COME DOWN, NOR WOULD HAVE AMAZEMENT SEIZED ON "THE PRINCE," AS THEY SAY; NOR WOULD HE HAVE ATTAINED TO A BEGINNING OF WISDOM FROM FEAR, IN ORDER TO DISCRIMINATION BETWEEN THE ELECT AND THOSE THAT ARE MUNDANE. AND IF THE FEAR OF THE PRE-EXISTENT MAN MADE THE ANGELS CONSPIRE AGAINST THEIR OWN HANDIWORK, UNDER THE IDEA THAT AN INVISIBLE GERM OF THE SUPERNAL ESSENCE WAS LODGED WITHIN THAT CREATION, OR THROUGH UNFOUNDED SUSPICION EXCITED ENVY, WHICH IS INCREDIBLE, THE ANGELS BECAME MURDERERS OF THE CREATURE WHICH HAD BEEN ENTRUSTED TO THEM, AS A CHILD MIGHT BE, THEY BEING THUS CONVICTED OF THE GROSSEST IGNORANCE. OR SUPPOSE THEY WERE INFLUENCED BY BEING INVOLVED IN FOREKNOWLEDGE. BUT THEY WOULD NOT HAVE CONSPIRED AGAINST WHAT THEY FOREKNEW IN THE ASSAULT THEY MADE; NOR WOULD THEY HAVE BEEN TERROR-STRUCK AT THEIR OWN WORK, IN CONSEQUENCE OF FOREKNOWLEDGE, ON THEIR PERCEIVING THE SUPERNAL GERM. OR, FINALLY, SUPPOSE, TRUSTING TO THEIR KNOWLEDGE, THEY DARED (BUT THIS ALSO WERE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM), ON LEARNING THE EXCELLENCE THAT IS IN THE PLEROMA, TO CONSPIRE AGAINST MAN. FURTHERMORE, ALSO THEY LAID HANDS ON THAT WHICH WAS ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE, IN WHICH ALSO IS THE ARCHETYPE, AND WHICH, ALONG WITH THE KNOWLEDGE THAT REMAINS, IS INDESTRUCTIBLE. TO THESE, THEN, AND CERTAIN OTHERS, ESPECIALLY THE MARCIONITES, THE SCRIPTURE CRIES, THOUGH THEY LISTEN NOT, "HE THAT HEARETH ME SHALL REST WITH CONFIDENCE IN PEACE, AND SHALL BE TRANQUIL, FEARLESS OF ALL EVIL."[1] WHAT, THEN, WILL THEY HAVE THE LAW TO BE? THEY WILL NOT CALL IT EVIL, BUT JUST; DISTINGUISHING WHAT IS GOOD FROM WHAT IS JUST. BUT THE LORD, WHEN HE ENJOINS US TO DREAD EVIL, DOES NOT EXCHANGE ONE EVIL FOR ANOTHER, BUT ABOLISHES WHAT IS OPPOSITE BY ITS OPPOSITE. NOW EVIL IS THE OPPOSITE OF GOOD, AS WHAT IS JUST IS OF WHAT IS UNJUST. IF, THEN, THAT ABSENCE OF FEAR, WHICH THE FEAR OF THE LORD PRODUCES, IS CALLED THE BEGINNING OF WHAT IS GOOD,[2] FEAR IS A GOOD THING. AND THE FEAR WHICH PROCEEDS FROM THE LAW IS NOT ONLY JUST, BUT GOOD, AS IT TAKES AWAY EVIL. BUT INTRODUCING ABSENCE OF FEAR BY MEANS OF FEAR, IT DOES NOT PRODUCE APATHY BY MEANS OF MENTAL PERTURBATION, BUT MODERATION OF FEELING BY DISCIPLINE. WHEN, THEN, WE HEAR, "HONOR THE LORD, AND BE STRONG: BUT FEAR NOT ANOTHER BESIDES HIM,"[3] WE UNDERSTAND IT TO BE MEANT FEARING TO SIN, AND FOLLOWING THE COMMANDMENTS GIVEN BY GOD, WHICH IS THE HONOR THAT COMETH FROM GOD. FOR THE FEAR OF GOD IS DEOS [IN GREEK]. BUT IF FEAR IS PERTURBATION OF MIND, AS SOME WILL HAVE IT THAT FEAR IS PERTURBATION OF MIND, YET ALL FEAR IS NOT PERTURBATION. SUPERSTITION IS INDEED PERTURBATION OF MIND; BEING THE FEAR OF DEMONS, THAT PRODUCE AND ARE SUBJECT TO THE EXCITEMENT OF PASSION. ON THE OTHER HAND, CONSEQUENTLY, THE FEAR OF GOD, WHO IS NOT SUBJECT TO PERTURBATION, IS FREE OF PERTURBATION. FOR IT IS NOT GOD, BUT FAILING AWAY FROM GOD, THAT THE MAN IS TERRIFIED FOR. AND HE WHO FEARS THIS--THAT IS, FALLING INTO EVILS--FEARS AND DREADS THOSE EVILS. AND HE WHO FEARS A FALL, WISHES HIMSELF TO BE FREE OF CORRUPTION AND PERTURBATION. "THE WISE MAN, FEARING, AVOIDS EVIL: BUT THE FOOLISH, TRUSTING, MIXES HIMSELF WITH IT," SAYS THE SCRIPTURE; AND AGAIN, IT SAYS, "IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE HOPE OF STRENGTH."[4] 
CHAP. IX. --THE CONNECTION OF THE CHRISTIAN VIRTUES. 
SUCH A FEAR, ACCORDINGLY, LEADS TO REPENTANCE AND HOPE. NOW HOPE IS THE EXPECTATION OF GOOD THINGS, OR AN EXPECTATION SANGUINE OF ABSENT GOOD; AND FAVORABLE CIRCUMSTANCES ARE ASSUMED IN ORDER TO GOOD HOPE, WHICH WE HAVE LEARNED LEADS ON TO LOVE. NOW LOVE TURNS OUT TO BE CONSENT IN WHAT PERTAINS TO REASON, LIFE, AND MANNERS, OR IN BRIEF, FELLOWSHIP IN LIFE, OR IT IS THE INTENSITY OF FRIENDSHIP AND OF AFFECTION, WITH FIGHT REASON, IN THE ENJOYMENT OF ASSOCIATES. AND AN ASSOCIATE (ETAIROS) IS ANOTHER SELF; [1] JUST AS WE CALL THOSE, BRETHREN, WHO ARE REGENERATED BY THE SAME WORD. AND AKIN TO LOVE IS HOSPITALITY, BEING A CONGENIAL A DEVOTED TO THE TREATMENT OF STRANGERS. AND THOSE ARE STRANGERS, TO WHOM THE THINGS OF THE WORLD ARE STRANGE. FOR WE REGARD AS WORLDLY THOSE, WHO HOPE IN THE EARTH AND CARNAL LUSTS. "BE NOT CONFORMED," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "TO THIS WORLD: BUT BE YE TRANSFORMED IN THE RENEWAL OF THE MIND, THAT YE MAY PROVE WHAT IS THAT GOOD, AND ACCEPTABLE, AND PERFECT, WILL OF GOD."[2] HOSPITALITY, THEREFORE, IS OCCUPIED IN WHAT IS USEFUL FOR STRANGERS; AND GUESTS (EPIXENOI) ARE STRANGERS (XENOI); AND FRIENDS ARE GUESTS; AND BRETHREN ARE FRIENDS. "DEAR BROTHER,"[3] SAYS HOMER. PHILANTHROPY, IN ORDER TO WHICH ALSO, IS NATURAL AFFECTION, BEING A LOVING TREATMENT OF MEN, AND NATURAL AFFECTION, WHICH IS A CONGENIAL HABIT EXERCISED IN THE LOVE OF FRIENDS OR DOMESTICS, FOLLOW IN THE TRAIN OF LOVE. AND IF THE REAL MAN WITHIN US IS THE SPIRITUAL, PHILANTHROPY IS BROTHERLY LOVE TO THOSE WHO PARTICIPATE, IN THE SAME SPIRIT. NATURAL AFFECTION, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE PRESERVATION OF GOOD-WILL, OR OF AFFECTION; AND AFFECTION IS ITS PERFECT DEMONSTRATION; [4] AND TO BE BELOVED IS TO PLEASE IN BEHAVIOR, BY DRAWING AND ATTRACTING. AND PERSONS ARE BROUGHT TO SAMENESS BY CONSENT, WHICH IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOOD THINGS THAT ARE ENJOYED IN COMMON. FOR COMMUNITY OF SENTIMENT (OMOGNWMOSUNH) IS HARMONY OF OPINIONS (SUMFWNIA GNWMPN). "LET YOUR LOVE BE WITHOUT DISSIMULATION," IT IS SAID; "AND ABHORRING WHAT IS EVIL, LET US BECOME ATTACHED TO WHAT IS GOOD, TO BROTHERLY LOVE," AND SO ON, DOWN TO "IF IT BE POSSIBLE, AS MUCH AS LIETH IN YOU, LIVING PEACEABLY WITH ALL MEN." THEN "BE NOT OVERCOME OF EVIL," IT IS SAID, "BUT OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD."[5] AND THE SAME APOSTLE OWNS THAT HE BEARS WITNESS TO THE JEWS, "THAT THEY HAVE A ZEAL OF GOD, BUT NOT ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE. FOR, BEING IGNORANT OF GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND SEEKING TO ESTABLISH THEIR OWN, THEY HAVE NOT SUBMITTED THEMSELVES TO THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD."[6] FOR THEY DID NOT KNOW AND DO THE WILL OF THE LAW; BUT WHAT THEY SUPPOSED, THAT THEY THOUGHT THE LAW WISHED. AND THEY DID NOT BELIEVE THE LAW AS PROPHESYING, BUT THE BARE WORD; AND THEY FOLLOWED THROUGH FEAR, NOT THROUGH DISPOSITION AND FAITH. "FOR CHRIST IS THE END OF THE LAW FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS,"[7] WHO WAS PROPHESIED BY THE LAW TO EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH. WHENCE IT WAS SAID TO THEM BY MOSES, "I WILL PROVOKE YOU TO JEALOUSY BY THEM THAT ARE NOT A PEOPLE; AND I WILL ANGER YOU BY A FOOLISH NATION, THAT IS, BY ONE THAT HAS BECOME DISPOSED TO OBEDIENCE."[8] AND BY ISAIAH IT IS SAID, "I WAS FOUND OF THEM THAT SOUGHT ME NOT; I WAS MADE MANIFEST TO THEM THAT INQUIRED NOT AFTER ME,"[9]--MANIFESTLY PREVIOUS TO THE COMING OF THE LORD; AFTER WHICH TO ISRAEL, THE THINGS PROPHESIED, ARE NOW APPROPRIATELY SPOKEN: "I HAVE STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS ALL THE DAY LONG TO A DISOBEDIENT AND GAINSAYING PEOPLE." DO YOU SEE THE CAUSE OF THE CALLING FROM AMONG THE NATIONS, CLEARLY DECLARED, BY THE PROPHET, TO BE THE DISOBEDIENCE AND GAINSAYING OF THE PEOPLE? THEN THE GOODNESS OF GOD IS SHOWN ALSO IN THEIR CASE. FOR THE APOSTLE SAYS, "BUT THROUGH THEIR TRANSGRESSION SALVATION IS COME TO THE GENTILES, TO PROVOKE THEM TO JEALOUSY,"[10] AND TO WILLINGNESS TO REPENT. AND THE SHEPHERD, SPEAKING PLAINLY OF THOSE WHO HAD FALLEN ASLEEP, RECOGNIZES CERTAIN RIGHTEOUS AMONG GENTILES AND JEWS, NOT ONLY BEFORE THE APPEARANCE OF CHRIST, BUT BEFORE THE LAW, IN VIRTUE OF ACCEPTANCE BEFORE GOD, AS ABEL, AS NOAH, AS ANY OTHER RIGHTEOUS MAN. HE SAYS ACCORDINGLY, "THAT THE APOSTLES AND TEACHERS, WHO HAD PREACHED THE NAME OF THE SON OF GOD, AND HAD FALLEN ASLEEP, IN POWER AND BY FAITH, PREACHED TO THOSE THAT HAD FALLEN ASLEEP BEFORE." THEN HE SUBJOINS: "AND THEY GAVE THEM THE SEAL OF PREACHING. THEY DESCENDED, THEREFORE, WITH THEM INTO THE WATER, AND AGAIN ASCENDED. BUT THESE DESCENDED ALIVE, AND AGAIN ASCENDED ALIVE. BUT THOSE, WHO HAD FALLEN ASLEEP BEFORE, DESCENDED DEAD, BUT ASCENDED ALIVE. BY THESE, THEREFORE, THEY WERE MADE ALIVE, AND KNEW THE NAME OF THE SON OF GOD. WHEREFORE ALSO THEY ASCENDED WITH THEM, AND FITTED INTO THE STRUCTURE OF THE TOWER, AND UNHEWN WERE BUILT UP TOGETHER; THEY FELL ASLEEP IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND IN GREAT PURITY, BUT WANTED ONLY THIS SEAL."[11] "FOR WHEN THE GENTILES, WHICH HAVE NOT THE LAW, DO BY NATURE THE THINGS OF THE LAW, THESE, HAVING NOT THE LAW, ARE A LAW UNTO THEMSELVES,"[12] ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE. AS, THEN, THE VIRTUES FOLLOW ONE ANOTHER, WHY NEED I SAY WHAT HAS BEEN DEMONSTRATED ALREADY, THAT FAITH HOPES THROUGH REPENTANCE, AND FEAR THROUGH FAITH; AND PATIENCE AND PRACTICE IN THESE ALONG WITH LEARNING TERMINATE IN LOVE, WHICH IS PERFECTED BY KNOWLEDGE? BUT THAT IS NECESSARILY TO BE NOTICED, THAT THE DIVINE ALONE IS TO BE REGARDED AS NATURALLY WISE. THEREFORE, ALSO WISDOM, WHICH HAS TAUGHT THE TRUTH, IS THE POWER OF GOD; AND IN IT THE PERFECTION OF KNOWLEDGE IS EMBRACED. THE PHILOSOPHER LOVES AND LIKES THE TRUTH, BEING NOW CONSIDERED AS A FRIEND, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS LOVE, FROM HIS BEING A TRUE SERVANT. THE BEGINNING OF KNOWLEDGE IS WONDERING AT OBJECTS, AS PLATO SAYS IS IN HIS THEOETETUS; AND MATTHEW EXHORTING IN THE TRADITIONS, SAYS, "WONDER AT WHAT IS BEFORE YOU;" LAYING THIS DOWN FIRST AS THE FOUNDATION OF FURTHER KNOWLEDGE. SO ALSO, IN THE GOSPEL TO THE HEBREWS IT IS WRITTEN, "HE THAT WONDERS SHALL REIGN, AND HE THAT HAS REIGNED SHALL REST. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE, THEREFORE, FOR AN IGNORANT MAN, WHILE HE REMAINS IGNORANT, TO PHILOSOPHIZE, NOT HAVING APPREHENDED THE IDEA OF WISDOM; SINCE PHILOSOPHY IS AN EFFORT TO GRASP THAT WHICH TRULY IS, AND THE STUDIES THAT CONDUCE THERETO. AND IT IS NOT THE RENDERING OF ONE[1] ACCOMPLISHED IN GOOD HABITS OF CONDUCT, BUT THE KNOWING HOW WE ARE TO USE AND ACT AND LABOR, ACCORDING AS ONE IS ASSIMILATED TO GOD. I MEAN GOD THE SAVIOR, BY SERVING THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE THROUGH THE HIGH PRIEST, THE WORD, BY WHOM WHAT IS IN TRUTH GOOD AND RIGHT IS BEHELD. PIETY IS CONDUCT SUITABLE AND CORRESPONDING TO GOD. 
CHAP. X. --TO WHAT THE PHILOSOPHER APPLIES HIMSELF. 
THESE THREE THINGS, THEREFORE, OUR PHILOSOPHER ATTACHES HIMSELF TO: FIRST, SPECULATION; SECOND, THE PERFORMANCE OF THE PRECEPTS; THIRD, THE FORMING OF GOOD MEN; WHICH, CONCURRING, FORM THE GNOSTIC. WHICHEVER OF THESE IS WANTING, THE ELEMENTS OF KNOWLEDGE LIMP. WHENCE THE SCRIPTURE DIVINELY SAYS, "AND THE LORD SPOKE TO MOSES, SAYING, SPEAK TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND THOU SHALT SAY TO THEM, I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD. ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOMS OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, IN WHICH YE HAVE DWELT, YE SHALL NOT DO; AND ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOMS OF CANAAN, INTO WHICH I BRING YOU, YE SHALL NOT DO; AND IN THEIR USAGES YE SHALL NOT WALK. YE SHALL PERFORM MY JUDGMENTS, AND KEEP MY PRECEPTS, AND WALK IN THEM: I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD. AND YE SHALL KEEP ALL MY COMMANDMENTS, AND DO THEM. HE THAT DOETH THEM SHALL LIVE IN THEM. I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD."[2] WHETHER, THEN, EGYPT AND THE LAND OF CANAAN BE THE SYMBOL OF THE WORLD AND OF DECEIT, OR OF SUFFERINGS AND AFFLICTIONS; THE ORACLE SHOWS US WHAT MUST BE ABSTAINED FROM, AND WHAT, BEING DIVINE AND NOT WORLDLY, MUST BE OBSERVED. AND WHEN IT IS SAID, "THE MAN THAT DOETH THEM SHALL LIVE IN THEM,"[3] IT DECLARES BOTH THE CORRECTION OF THE HEBREWS THEMSELVES, AND THE TRAINING AND ADVANCEMENT OF US WHO ARE NIGH:[4] IT DECLARES AT ONCE THEIR LIFE AND OURS. FOR "THOSE WHO WERE DEAD IN SINS ARE QUICKENED TOGETHER WITH CHRIST,"[5] BY OUR COVENANT. FOR SCRIPTURE, BY THE FREQUENT REITERATION OF THE EXPRESSION, "I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD," SHAMES IN SUCH A WAY AS MOST POWERFULLY TO DISSUADE, BY TEACHING US TO FOLLOW GOD WHO GAVE THE COMMANDMENTS, AND GENTLY ADMONISHES US TO SEEK GOD AND ENDEAVOR TO KNOW HIM AS FAR AS POSSIBLE; WHICH IS THE HIGHEST SPECULATION, THAT WHICH SCANS THE GREATEST MYSTERIES, THE REAL KNOWLEDGE, THAT WHICH BECOMES IRREFRAGABLE BY REASON. THIS ALONE IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF WISDOM, FROM WHICH RECTITUDE OF CONDUCT IS NEVER DISJOINED. 
CHAP. XI. --THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH COMES THROUGH FAITH THE SUREST OF ALL. 
BUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THOSE WHO THINK THEMSELVES WISE, WHETHER THE BARBARIAN SECTS OR THE PHILOSOPHERS AMONG THE GREEKS, ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE, " PUFFETH UP."[6] BUT THAT KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS THE SCIENTIFIC DEMONSTRATION OF WHAT IS DELIVERED ACCORDING TO THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY, IS ROUNDED ON FAITH. NOW, WE MAY SAY THAT IT IS THAT PROCESS OF REASON WHICH, FROM WHAT IS ADMITTED, PROCURES FAITH IN WHAT IS DISPUTED. NOW, FAITH BEING TWOFOLD--THE FAITH OF KNOWLEDGE AND THAT OF OPINION--NOTHING PREVENTS US FROM CALLING DEMONSTRATION TWOFOLD, THE ONE RESTING ON KNOWLEDGE, THE OTHER ON OPINION; SINCE ALSO KNOWLEDGE AND FOREKNOWLEDGE ARE DESIGNATED AS TWOFOLD, THAT WHICH IS ESSENTIALLY ACCURATE, THAT WHICH IS DEFECTIVE. AND IS NOT THE DEMONSTRATION, WHICH WE POSSESS, THAT ALONE WHICH IS TRUE, AS BEING SUPPLIED OUT OF THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES, THE SACRED WRITINGS, AND OUT OF THE "GOD-TAUGHT WISDOM," ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE? LEARNING, THEN, IS ALSO OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMANDMENTS, WHICH IS FAITH IN GOD. AND FAITH IS A POWER OF GOD, BEING THE STRENGTH OF THE TRUTH. FOR EXAMPLE, IT IS SAID, "IF YE HAVE FAITH AS A GRAIN OF MUSTARD, YE SHALL REMOVE THE MOUNTAIN."[7] AND AGAIN, "ACCORDING TO THY FAITH LET IT BE TO THEE."[8] AND ONE IS CURED, RECEIVING HEALING BY FAITH; AND THE DEAD IS RAISED UP IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE POWER OF ONE BELIEVING THAT HE WOULD BE RAISED. THE DEMONSTRATION, HOWEVER, WHICH RESTS ON OPINION IS HUMAN, AND IS THE RESULT OF RHETORICAL ARGUMENTS OR DIALECTIC SYLLOGISMS. FOR THE HIGHEST DEMONSTRATION, TO WHICH WE HAVE ALLUDED, PRODUCES INTELLIGENT FAITH BY THE ADDUCING AND OPENING UP OF THE SCRIPTURES TO THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO DESIRE TO LEARN; THE RESULT OF WHICH IS KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS). FOR IF WHAT IS ADDUCED IN ORDER TO PROVE THE POINT AT ISSUE IS ASSUMED TO BE TRUE, AS BEING DIVINE AND PROPHETIC, MANIFESTLY THE CONCLUSION ARRIVED AT BY INFERENCE FROM IT WILL CONSEQUENTLY HE INFERRED TRULY; AND THE LEGITIMATE RESULT OF THE DEMONSTRATION WILL BE KNOWLEDGE. WHEN, THEN, THE MEMORIAL OF THE CELESTIAL AND DIVINE FOOD WAS COMMANDED TO BE CONSECRATED IN THE GOLDEN POT, IT WAS SAID, "THE OMER WAS THE TENTH OF THE THREE MEASURES."[1] FOR IN OURSELVES, BY THE THREE MEASURES ARE INDICATED THREE CRITERIA; SENSATION OF OBJECTS OF SENSE, SPEECH, OF SPOKEN NAMES AND WORDS, AND THE MIND, OF INTELLECTUAL OBJECTS. THE GNOSTIC, THEREFORE, WILL ABSTAIN FROM ERRORS IN SPEECH, AND THOUGHT, AND SENSATION, AND ACTION, HAVING HEARD "THAT HE THAT LOOKS SO AS TO LUST HATH COMMITTED ADULTERY;"[2] AND REFLECTING THAT "BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD;"[3] AND KNOWING THIS, "THAT NOT WHAT ENTERS INTO THE MOUTH DEFILETH, BUT THAT IT IS WHAT COMETH FORTH BY THE MOUTH THAT DEFILETH THE MAN. FOR OUT OF THE HEART PROCEED THOUGHTS."[4] THIS, AS I THINK, IS THE TRUE AND JUST MEASURE ACCORDING TO GOD, BY WHICH THINGS CAPABLE OF MEASUREMENT ARE MEASURED, THE DECAD WHICH IS COMPREHENSIVE OF MAN; WHICH SUMMARILY THE THREE ABOVE-MENTIONED MEASURES POINTED OUT. THERE ARE BODY AND SOUL, THE FIVE SENSES, SPEECH, THE POWER OF REPRODUCTION--THE INTELLECTUAL OR THE SPIRITUAL FACULTY, OR WHATEVER YOU CHOOSE TO CALL IT. AND WE MUST, IN A WORD, ASCENDING ABOVE ALL THE OTHERS, STOP AT THE MIND; AS ALSO CERTAINLY IN THE UNIVERSE OVERLEAPING THE NINE DIVISIONS, THE FIRST CONSISTING OF THE FOUR ELEMENTS PUT IN ONE PLACE FOR EQUAL INTERCHANGE: AND THEN THE SEVEN WANDERING STARS AND THE ONE THAT WANDERS NOT, THE NINTH, TO THE PERFECT NUMBER, WHICH IS ABOVE THE NINE,[5] AND THE TENTH DIVISION, WE MUST REACH TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, TO SPEAK BRIEFLY, DESIRING THE MAKER AFTER THE CREATION. WHEREFORE THE TITHES BOTH OF THE EPHAH AND OF THE SACRIFICES WERE PRESENTED TO GOD; AND THE PASCHAL FEAST BEGAN WITH THE TENTH DAY, BEING THE TRANSITION FROM ALL TROUBLE, AND FROM ALL OBJECTS OF SENSE. THE GNOSTIC IS THEREFORE FIXED BY FAITH; BUT THE MAN WHO THINKS HIMSELF WISE TOUCHES NOT WHAT PERTAINS TO THE TRUTH, MOVED AS HE IS BY UNSTABLE AND WAVERING IMPULSES. IT IS THEREFORE REASONABLY WRITTEN, "CAIN WENT FORTH FROM THE FACE OF GOD, AND DWELT IN THE LAND OF NAID, OVER AGAINST EDEN." NOW NAID IS INTERPRETED COMMOTION, AND EDEN DELIGHT; AND FAITH, AND KNOWLEDGE, AND PEACE ARE DELIGHT, FROM WHICH HE THAT HAS DISOBEYED IS CAST OUT. BUT HE THAT IS WISE IN HIS OWN EYES WILL NOT SO MUCH AS LISTEN TO THE BEGINNING OF THE DIVINE COMMANDMENTS; BUT, AS IF HIS OWN TEACHER, THROWING OFF THE REINS, PLUNGES VOLUNTARILY INTO A BILLOWY COMMOTION, SINKING DOWN TO MORTAL AND CREATED THINGS FROM THE UNCREATED KNOWLEDGE, HOLDING VARIOUS OPINIONS AT VARIOUS TIMES. "THOSE WHO HAVE NO GUIDANCE FALL LIKE LEAVES."[6] REASON, THE GOVERNING PRINCIPLE, REMAINING UNMOVED AND GUIDING THE SOUL, IS CALLED ITS PILOT. FOR ACCESS TO THE IMMUTABLE IS OBTAINED BY A TRULY IMMUTABLE MEANS. THUS ABRAHAM WAS STATIONED BEFORE THE LORD, AND APPROACHING SPOKE.[7] AND TO MOSES IT IS SAID, "BUT DO THOU STAND THERE WITH ME."[8] AND THE FOLLOWERS OF SIMON WISH BE ASSIMILATED IN MANNERS TO THE STANDING FORM WHICH THEY ADORE. FAITH, THEREFORE, AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, RENDER THE SOUL, WHICH MAKES THEM ITS CHOICE, ALWAYS UNIFORM AND EQUABLE. FOR CONGENIAL TO THE MAN OF FALSEHOOD IS SHIFTING, AND CHANGE, AND TURNING AWAY, AS TO THE GNOSTIC ARE CALMNESS, AND REST, AND PEACE. AS, THEN, PHILOSOPHY HAS BEEN BROUGHT INTO EVIL REPUTE BY PRIDE AND SELF-CONCEIT, SO ALSO GHOSTS BY FALSE GHOSTS CALLED BY THE SAME NAME; OF WHICH THE APOSTLE WRITING SAYS, "O TIMOTHY, KEEP THAT WHICH IS COMMITTED TO THY TRUST, AVOIDING THE PROFANE AND VAIN BABBLINGS AND OPPOSITIONS OF SCIENCE (GNOSIS) FALSELY SO CALLED; WHICH SOME PROFESSING, HAVE ERRED CONCERNING THE FAITH."[9] CONVICTED BY THIS UTTERANCE, THE HERETICS REJECT THE EPISTLES. TO TIMOTHY.[10] WELL, THEN, IF THE LORD IS THE TRUTH, AND WISDOM, AND POWER OF GOD, AS IN TRUTH HE IS, IT IS SHOWN THAT THE REAL GNOSTIC IS HE THAT KNOWS HIM, AND HIS FATHER BY HIM. FOR HIS SENTIMENTS ARE THE SAME WITH HIM WHO SAID, "THE LIPS OF THE RIGHTEOUS KNOW HIGH THINGS."[11] 
CHAP. XII. --TWOFOLD FAITH. 
FAITH AS ALSO TIME BEING DOUBLE, WE SHALL FIND VIRTUES IN PAIRS BOTH DWELLING TOGETHER. FOR MEMORY IS RELATED TO PAST TIME, HOPE TO FUTURE. WE BELIEVE THAT WHAT IS PAST DID, AND THAT WHAT IS FUTURE WILL TAKE PLACE. AND, ON THE OTHER I HAND, WE LOVE, PERSUADED BY FAITH THAT THE PAST WAS AS IT WAS, AND BY HOPE EXPECTING THE FUTURE. FOR IN EVERYTHING LOVE ATTENDS THE GNOSTIC, WHO KNOWS ONE GOD. "AND, BEHOLD, ALL THINGS WHICH HE CREATED WERE VERY GOOD."[12] HE BOTH KNOWS AND ADMIRES. GODLINESS ADDS LENGTH OF LIFE; AND THE FEAR OF THE LORD ADDS DAYS. AS, THEN, THE DAYS ARE A PORTION OF LIFE IN ITS PROGRESS, SO ALSO FEAR IS THE BEGINNING OF LOVE, BECOMING BY DEVELOPMENT FAITH, THEN LOVE. BUT IT IS NOT AS I FEAR AND HATE A WILD BEAST (SINCE FEAR IS TWOFOLD) THAT I FEAR THE FATHER, WHOM I FEAR AND LOVE AT ONCE. AGAIN, FEARING LEST I BE PUNISHED, I LOVE MYSELF IN ASSUMING FEAR. HE WHO FEARS TO OFFEND HIS FATHER, LOVES HIMSELF. BLESSED THEN IS HE WHO IS FOUND POSSESSED OF FAITH, BEING, AS HE IS, COMPOSED OF LOVE AND FEAR. AND FAITH IS POWER IN ORDER TO SALVATION, AND STRENGTH TO ETERNAL LIFE. AGAIN, PROPHECY IS FOREKNOWLEDGE; AND KNOWLEDGE THE UNDERSTANDING OF PROPHECY; BEING THE KNOWLEDGE OF THOSE THINGS KNOWN BEFORE BY THE LORD WHO REVEALS ALL THINGS. THE KNOWLEDGE, THEN, OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN PREDICTED SHOWS A THREEFOLD RESULT--EITHER ONE THAT HAS HAPPENED LONG AGO, OR EXISTS NOW, OR ABOUT TO BE. THEN THE EXTREMES[1] EITHER OF WHAT IS ACCOMPLISHED OR OF WHAT IS HOPED FOR FALL UNDER FAITH; AND THE PRESENT ACTION FURNISHES PERSUASIVE ARGUMENTS OF THE CONFIRMATION OF BOTH THE EXTREMES. FOR IF, PROPHECY BEING ONE, ONE PART IS ACCOMPLISHING AND ANOTHER IS FULFILLED; HENCE THE TRUTH, BOTH WHAT IS HOPED FOR AND WHAT IS PASSED IS CONFIRMED. FOR IT WAS FIRST PRESENT; THEN IT BECAME PAST TO US; SO THAT THE BELIEF OF WHAT IS PAST IS THE APPREHENSION OF A PAST EVENT, AND A HOPE WHICH IS FUTURE THE APPREHENSION OF A FUTURE EVENT. AND NOT ONLY THE PLATONISTS, BUT THE STOICS, SAY THAT ASSENT IS IN OUR OWN POWER. ALL OPINION THEN, AND JUDGMENT, AND SUPPOSITION, AND KNOWLEDGE, BY WHICH WE LIVE AND HAVE PERPETUAL INTERCOURSE WITH THE HUMAN RACE, IS AN ASSENT; WHICH IS NOTHING ELSE THAN FAITH. AND UNBELIEF BEING DEFECTION FROM FAITH, SHOWS BOTH ASSENT AND FAITH TO BE POSSESSED OF POWER; FOR NON-EXISTENCE CANNOT BE CALLED PRIVATION. AND IF YOU CONSIDER THE TRUTH, YOU WILL FIND MAN NATURALLY MISLED SO AS TO GIVE ASSENT TO WHAT IS FALSE, THOUGH POSSESSING THE RESOURCES NECESSARY FOR BELIEF IN THE TRUTH. "THE VIRTUE, THEN, THAT ENCLOSES THE CHURCH IN ITS GRASP," AS THE SHEPHERD SAYS,[2] "IS FAITH, BY WHICH THE ELECT OF GOD ARE SAVED; AND THAT WHICH ACTS THE MAN IS SELF-RESTRAINT. AND THESE ARE FOLLOWED BY SIMPLICITY, KNOWLEDGE, INNOCENCE, DECORUM, LOVE," AND ALL THESE ARE THE DAUGHTERS OF FAITH. AND AGAIN, "FAITH LEADS THE WAY, FEAR UPBUILDS, AND LOVE PERFECTS." ACCORDINGLY HE[3] SAYS, THE LORD IS TO BE FEARED IN ORDER TO EDIFICATION, BUT NOT THE DEVIL TO DESTRUCTION. AND AGAIN, THE [SEXLESS] WORKS OF THE LORD-- THAT IS, HIS COMMANDMENTS--ARE TO BE LOVED AND DONE; BUT THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL ARE TO BE DREADED AND NOT DONE. FOR THE FEAR OF GOD TRAINS AND RESTORES TO LOVE; BUT THE FEAR OF THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL HAS HATRED DWELLING ALONG WITH IT. THE SAME ALSO SAYS" THAT REPENTANCE IS HIGH INTELLIGENCE. FOR HE THAT REPENTS OF WHAT HE DID, NO LONGER DOES OR SAYS AS HE DID. BUT BY TORTURING HIMSELF FOR HIS SINS, HE BENEFITS HIS SOUL. FORGIVENESS OF SINS IS THEREFORE DIFFERENT FROM REPENTANCE; BUT BOTH SHOW WHAT IS IN OUR POWER." 
CHAP. XIII. --ON FIRST AND SECOND REPENTANCE. 
HE, THEN, WHO HAS RECEIVED THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS OUGHT TO SIN NO MORE. FOR, IN ADDITION TO THE FIRST AND ONLY REPENTANCE FROM SINS (THIS IS FROM THE PREVIOUS SINS IN THE FIRST AND HEATHEN LIFE--I MEAN THAT IN IGNORANCE), THERE IS FORTHWITH PROPOSED TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED, THE REPENTANCE WHICH CLEANSES THE SEAT OF THE SOUL FROM TRANSGRESSIONS, THAT FAITH MAY BE ESTABLISHED. AND THE LORD, KNOWING THE HEART, AND FOREKNOWING THE FUTURE, FORESAW BOTH THE FICKLENESS OF MAN AND THE CRAFT AND SUBTLETY OF THE DEVIL FROM THE FIRST, FROM THE BEGINNING; HOW THAT, ENVYING MAN FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS, HE WOULD PRESENT TO THE SERVANTS OF GOD CERTAIN CAUSES OF SINS; SKILLFULLY WORKING MISCHIEF, THAT THEY MIGHT FALL TOGETHER WITH HIMSELF. ACCORDINGLY, BEING VERY MERCIFUL, HE HAS VOUCH-SAFED, IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO, THOUGH IN FAITH, FALL INTO ANY TRANSGRESSION, A SECOND REPENTANCE; SO THAT SHOULD ANY ONE BE TEMPTED AFTER HIS CALLING, OVERCOME BY FORCE AND FRAUD, HE MAY RECEIVE STILL A REPENTANCE NOT TO BE REPENTED OF. "FOR IF WE SIN WILLFULLY AFTER THAT WE HAVE RECEIVED THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, THERE REMAINETH NO MORE SACRIFICE FOR SINS, BUT A CERTAIN FEARFUL LOOKING FOR OF JUDGMENT AND FIERY INDIGNATION, WHICH SHAH DEVOUR THE ADVERSARIES."[4] BUT CONTINUAL AND SUCCESSIVE REPENTING’S FOR SINS DIFFER NOTHING FROM THE CASE OF THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BELIEVED AT ALL, EXCEPT ONLY IN THEIR CONSCIOUSNESS THAT THEY DO SIN. AND I KNOW NOT WHICH OF THE TWO IS WORST, WHETHER THE CASE OF A MAN WHO SINS KNOWINGLY, OR OF ONE WHO, AFTER HAVING REPENTED OF HIS SINS, TRANSGRESSES AGAIN. FOR IN THE PROCESS OF PROOF SIN APPEARS ON EACH SIDE, THE SIN WHICH IN ITS COMMISSION IS CONDEMNED BY THE WORKER OF THE INIQUITY, AND THAT OF THE MAN WHO, FORESEEING WHAT IS ABOUT TO BE DONE, YET PUTS HIS HAND TO IT AS A WICKEDNESS. AND HE WHO PERCHANCE GRATIFIES HIMSELF IN ANGER AND PLEASURE, GRATIFIES HIMSELF IN HE KNOWS WHAT; AND HE WHO, REPENTING OF THAT IN WHICH HE GRATIFIED HIMSELF, BY RUSHING AGAIN INTO PLEASURE, IS NEAR NEIGHBOR TO HIM WHO HAS SINNED WILLFULLY AT FIRST. FOR ONE, WHO DOES AGAIN THAT OF WHICH HE HAS REPENTED, AND CONDEMNING WHAT HE DOES, PERFORMS IT WILLINGLY. HE, THEN, WHO FROM AMONG THE GENTILES AND FROM THAT OLD LIFE HAS BETAKEN HIMSELF TO FAITH, HAS OBTAINED FORGIVENESS OF SINS ONCE. BUT HE WHO HAS SINNED AFTER THIS, ON HIS REPENTANCE, THOUGH HE OBTAINS PARDON, OUGHT TO FEAR, AS ONE NO LONGER WASHED TO THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. FOR NOT ONLY MUST THE IDOLS WHICH HE FORMERLY HELD AS GODS, BUT THE WORKS ALSO OF HIS FORMER LIFE, BE ABANDONED BY HIM WHO HAS BEEN "BORN AGAIN, NOT OF BLOOD, NOR OF THE WILL OF THE FLESH,"[1] BUT IN THE SPIRIT; WHICH CONSISTS IN REPENTING BY NOT GIVING WAY TO THE SAME FAULT. FOR FREQUENT REPENTANCE AND READINESS TO CHANGE EASILY FROM WANT OF TRAINING, IS THE PRACTICE OF SIN AGAIN.[2] THE FREQUENT ASKING OF FORGIVENESS, THEN, FOR THOSE THINGS IN WHICH WE OFTEN TRANSGRESS, IS THE SEMBLANCE OF REPENTANCE, NOT REPENTANCE ITSELF. "BUT THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE BLAMELESS CUTS STRAIGHT PATHS,"[3] SAYS THE SCRIPTURE. AND AGAIN, "THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE INNOCENT WILL MAKE HIS WAY RIGHT."[4] NAY, "AS A FATHER PITIETH HIS CHILDREN, SO THE LORD PITIETH THEM THAT FEAR HIM."[5] DAVID WRITES, "THEY WHO SOW," THEN, "IN TEARS, SHALL REAP IN JOY; "[6] THOSE, NAMELY, WHO CONFESS IN PENITENCE. "FOR BLESSED ARE ALL THOSE THAT FEAR THE LORD."[7] YOU SEE THE CORRESPONDING BLESSING IN THE GOSPEL. "FEAR NOT," IT IS SAID, "WHEN A MAN IS ENRICHED, AND WHEN THE GLORY OF HIS HOUSE IS INCREASED: BECAUSE WHEN HE DIETH HE SHALL LEAVE ALL, AND HIS GLORY SHALL NOT DESCEND AFTER HIM."[8] "BUT I IN THY I MERCY WILL ENTER INTO THY HOUSE. I WILL WORSHIP I TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE, IN THY FEAR: LORD, LEAD ME IN THY RIGHTEOUSNESS."[9] APPETITE IS THEN THE MOVEMENT OF THE MIND TO OR FROM SOMETHING.[10] PASSION IS AN EXCESSIVE APPETITE EXCEEDING THE MEASURES OF REASON, OR APPETITE UNBRIDLED AND DISOBEDIENT TO THE WORD. PASSIONS, THEN, ARE A PERTURBATION OF THE SOUL CONTRARY TO NATURE, IN DISOBEDIENCE TO REASON. BUT REVOLT AND DISTRACTION AND DISOBEDIENCE ARE IN OUR OWN POWER, AS OBEDIENCE IS IN OUR POWER. WHEREFORE VOLUNTARY ACTIONS ARE JUDGED. BUT SHOULD ONE EXAMINE EACH ONE OF THE PASSIONS, HE WILL FIND THEM IRRATIONAL IMPULSES. 
CHAP. XIV. --HOW A THING MAY BE INVOLUNTARY. 
WHAT IS INVOLUNTARY IS NOT MATTER FOR JUDGMENT. BUT THIS IS TWOFOLD, WHAT IS DONE IN IGNORANCE, AND WHAT IS DONE THROUGH NECESSITY. FOR HOW WILL YOU JUDGE CONCERNING THOSE WHO ARE SAID TO SIN IN INVOLUNTARY MODES? FOR EITHER ONE KNEW NOT HIMSELF, AS CLEOMENES AND ATHAMAS, WHO WERE MAD; OR THE THING WHICH HE DOES, AS AESCHYLUS, WHO DIVULGED THE MYSTERIES ON THE STAGE, WHO, BEING TRIED IN THE AREOPAGUS, WAS ABSOLVED ON HIS SHOWING THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN INITIATED. OR ONE KNOWS NOT WHAT IS DONE, AS HE WHO HAS LET OFF HIS ANTAGONIST, AND SLAIN HIS DOMESTIC INSTEAD OF HIS ENEMY; OR THAT BY WHICH IT IS DONE, AS HE WHO, IN EXERCISING WITH SPEARS HAVING BUTTONS ON THEM, HAS KILLED SOME ONE IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE SPEAR THROWING OFF THE BUTTON; OR KNOWS NOT THE MANNER HOW, AS HE WHO HAS KILLED HIS ANTAGONIST IN THE STADIUM, FOR IT WAS NOT FOR HIS DEATH BUT FOR VICTORY THAT HE CONTENDED; OR KNOWS NOT THE REASON WHY IT IS DONE, AS THE PHYSICIAN GAVE A SALUTARY ANTIDOTE AND KILLED, FOR IT WAS NOT FOR THIS PURPOSE THAT HE GAVE IT, BUT TO SAVE. THE LAW AT THAT TIME PUNISHED HIM WHO HAD KILLED INVOLUNTARILY, AS E.G., HIM WHO WAS SUBJECT INVOLUNTARILY TO GONORRHEA, BUT NOT EQUALLY WITH HIM WHO DID SO VOLUNTARILY. ALTHOUGH HE ALSO SHALL BE PUNISHED AS FOR A VOLUNTARY ACTION, IF ONE TRANSFER THE AFFECTION TO THE TRUTH. FOR, IN REALITY, HE THAT CANNOT CONTAIN THE GENERATIVE WORD IS TO BE PUNISHED; FOR THIS IS AN IRRATIONAL PASSION OF THE SOUL APPROACHING GARRULITY. "THE FAITHFUL MAN CHOOSES TO CONCEAL THINGS IN HIS SPIRIT."[11] THINGS, THEN, THAT DEPEND ON CHOICE ARE SUBJECTS FOR JUDGMENT. "FOR THE LORD SEARCHETH THE HEARTS AND REINS."[12] "AND HE THAT LOOKETH SO AS TO LUST"[13] IS JUDGED. WHEREFORE IT IS SAID, "THOU SHALT NOT LUST."[14] AND "THIS PEOPLE HONOURETH ME WITH THEIR LIPS," IT IS SAID, "BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR FROM ME."[15] FOR GOD HAS RESPECT TO THE VERY THOUGHT, SINCE LOT'S WIFE, WHO HAD MERELY VOLUNTARILY TURNED TOWARDS WORLDLY WICKEDNESS, HE LEFT A SENSELESS MASS, RENDERING HER A PILLAR OF SALT, AND FIXED HER SO THAT SHE ADVANCED NO FURTHER, NOT AS A STUPID AND USELESS IMAGE, BUT TO SEASON AND SALT HIM WHO HAS THE POWER OF SPIRITUAL PERCEPTION. 
CHAP. XV. --ON THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF VOLUNTARY ACTIONS, AND THE SINS THENCE PROCEEDING. 
WHAT IS VOLUNTARY IS EITHER WHAT IS BY DESIRE, OR WHAT IS BY CHOICE, OR WHAT IS OF INTENTION. CLOSELY ALLIED TO EACH OTHER ARE THESE THINGS--SIN, MISTAKE, CRIME. IT IS SIN, FOR EXAMPLE, TO LIVE LUXURIOUSLY AND LICENTIOUSLY; A MISFORTUNE, TO WOUND ONE'S FRIEND IN IGNORANCE, TAKING HIM FOR AN ENEMY; AND CRIME, TO VIOLATE GRAVES OR COMMIT SACRILEGE. SINNING ARISES FROM BEING UNABLE TO DETERMINE WHAT OUGHT TO BE DONE, OR BEING UNABLE TO DO IT; AS DOUBTLESS ONE FALLS INTO A DITCH EITHER THROUGH NOT KNOWING, OR THROUGH INABILITY TO LEAP ACROSS THROUGH FEEBLENESS OF BODY. BUT APPLICATION TO THE TRAINING OF OURSELVES, AND SUBJECTION TO THE COMMANDMENTS, IS IN OUR OWN POWER; WITH WHICH IF WE WILL HAVE NOTHING TO DO, BY ABANDONING OURSELVES WHOLLY TO LUST, WE SHALL SIN, NAY RATHER, WRONG OUR OWN SOUL. FOR THE NOTED LAIUS SAYS IN THE TRAGEDY: "NONE OF THESE THINGS OF WHICH YOU ADMONISH ME HAVE ESCAPED ME; BUT NOTWITHSTANDING THAT I AM IN MY SENSES, NATURE COMPELS ME", HIS ABANDONING HIMSELF TO PASSION. MEDEA, TOO, HERSELF CRIES ON THE STAGE: "AND I AM AWARE WHAT EVILS I AM TO PERPETRATE, BUT PASSION IS STRONGER THAN MY RESOLUTIONS."[1] FURTHER, NOT EVEN AJAX IS SILENT; BUT, WHEN ABOUT TO KILL HIMSELF, CRIES: "NO PAIN GNAWS THE SOUL OF A FREE MAN LIKE DISHONOR. THUS, DO I SUFFER; AND THE DEEP STAIN OF CALAMITY EVER STIRS ME FROM THE DEPTHS, AGITATED BY THE BITTER STINGS OF RAGE."[2] ANGER MADE THESE THE SUBJECTS OF TRAGEDY, AND LUST MADE TEN THOUSAND OTHERS--PHAEDRA, ANTHIA, ERIPHYLE, "WHO TOOK THE PRECIOUS GOLD FOR HER DEAR HUSBAND." FOR ANOTHER PLAY REPRESENTS THRASONIDES OF THE COMIC DRAMA AS SAYING: "A WORTHLESS WENCH MADE ME HER SLAVE." MISTAKE IS A SIN CONTRARY TO CALCULATION; AND VOLUNTARY SIN IS CRIME (ADIKIA); AND CRIME IS VOLUNTARY WICKEDNESS. SIN, THEN, IS ON MY PART VOLUNTARY. WHEREFORE SAYS THE APOSTLE, "SIN SHALL NOT HAVE DOMINION OVER YOU; FOR YE ARE NOT UNDER THE LAW, BUT UNDER GRACE."[3] ADDRESSING THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED, HE SAYS, "FOR BY HIS STRIPES WE WERE HEALED."[4] MISTAKE IS THE INVOLUNTARY ACTION OF ANOTHER TOWARDS ME, WHILE A CRIME (ADIKIA) ALONE IS VOLUNTARY, WHETHER MY ACT OR ANOTHER'S. THESE DIFFERENCES OF SINS ARE ALLUDED TO BY THE PSALMIST, WHEN HE CALLS THOSE BLESSED WHOSE INIQUITIES (ANOMIAS) GOD HATH BLOTTED OUT, AND WHOSE SINS (AMARTIAS) HE HATH COVERED. OTHERS HE DOES NOT IMPUTE, AND THE REST HE FORGIVES. FOR IT IS WRITTEN, "BLESSED ARE THEY WHOSE INIQUITIES ARE FORGIVEN, WHOSE SINS ARE COVERED. BLESSED IS THE MAN TO WHOM THE LORD WILL NOT IMPUTE SIN, AND IN WHOSE, MOUTH THERE IS NO FRAUD."[5] THIS BLESSEDNESS CAME ON THOSE WHO HAD BEEN CHOSEN BY COD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD. FOR "LOVE HIDES THE MULTITUDE OF SINS."[6] AND THEY ARE BLOTTED OUT BY HIM "WHO DESIRETH THE REPENTANCE RATHER THAN THE DEATH OF A SINNER."[7] AND THOSE ARE NOT RECKONED THAT ARE NOT THE EFFECT OF CHOICE; "FOR HE WHO HAS LUSTED HAS ALREADY COMMITTED ADULTERY,"[8] IT IS SAID. AND THE ILLUMINATING WORD FORGIVES SINS: "AND IN THAT TIME, SAITH THE LORD, THEY SHALL SEEK FOR THE INIQUITY OF ISRAEL, AND IT SHALL NOT EXIST; AND THE SINS OF JUDAH, AND THEY SHALL NOT BE FOUND."[9] "FOR WHO IS LIKE ME? AND WHO SHALL STAND BEFORE MY FACE?[10] YOU SEE THE ONE GOD DECLARED GOOD, RENDERING ACCORDING TO DESERT, AND FORGIVING SINS. JOHN, TOO, MANIFESTLY TEACHES THE DIFFERENCES OF SINS, IN HIS LARGER EPISTLE, IN THESE WORDS: "IF ANY MAN SEES HIS BROTHER SIN A SIN THAT IS NOT UNTO DEATH, HE SHALL ASK, AND HE SHALL GIVE HIM LIFE: FOR THESE THAT SIN NOT UNTO DEATH," HE SAYS. FOR "THERE IS A SIN UNTO DEATH: I DO NOT SAY THAT ONE IS TO PRAY FOR IT. ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS IS SIN; AND THERE IS A SIN NOT UNTO DEATH."[11] DAVID, TOO, AND MOSES BEFORE DAVID, SHOW THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE THREE PRECEPTS IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "BLESSED IS THE MAN WHO WALKS NOT IN THE COUNSEL OF THE UNGODLY;" AS THE FISHES GO DOWN TO THE DEPTHS IN DARKNESS; FOR THOSE WHICH HAVE NOT SCALES, WHICH MOSES PROHIBITS TOUCHING, FEED AT THE BOTTOM OF THE SEA. "NOR STANDETH IN THE WAY OF SINNERS," AS THOSE WHO, WHILE APPEARING TO FEAR THE LORD, COMMIT SIN, LIKE THE SOW, FOR WHEN HUNGRY IT CRIES, AND WHEN FULL KNOWS NOT ITS OWNER. "NOR SITTETH IN THE CHAIR OF PESTILENCES," AS BIRDS READY FOR PREY. AND MOSES ENJOINED NOT TO EAT THE SOW, NOR THE EAGLE, NOR THE HAWK, NOR THE RAVEN, NOR ANY FISH WITHOUT SCALES. SO FAR BARNABAS.[12] AND I HEARD ONE SKILLED IN SUCH MATTERS SAY THAT "THE COUNSEL OF THE UNGODLY" WAS THE HEATHEN, AND "THE WAY OF SINNERS" THE JEWISH PERSUASION, AND EXPLAIN "THE CHAIR OF PESTILENCE" OF HERESIES. AND ANOTHER SAID, WITH MORE PROPRIETY, THAT THE FIRST BLESSING WAS ASSIGNED TO THOSE WHO HAD NOT FOLLOWED WICKED SENTIMENTS WHICH REVOLT FROM GOD; THE SECOND TO THOSE WHO DO NOT REMAIN IN THE WIDE AND BROAD ROAD, WHETHER THEY BE THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN BROUGHT UP IN THE LAW, OR GENTILES WHO HAVE REPENTED. AND "THE CHAIR OF PESTILENCES" WILL BE THE THEATRES AND TRIBUNALS, OR RATHER THE COMPLIANCE WITH WICKED AND DEADLY POWERS, AND COMPLICITY WITH THEIR DEEDS. "BUT HIS DELIGHT IS IN THE LAW OF THE LORD."[13] PETER IN HIS PREACHING CALLED THE LORD, LAW AND LOGOS. THE LEGISLATOR SEEMS TO TEACH DIFFERENTLY THE INTERPRETATION OF THE THREE FORMS OF SIN--UNDERSTANDING BY THE MUTE FISHES, SINS OF WORD, FOR THERE ARE TIMES IN WHICH SILENCE IS BETTER THAN SPEECH, FAR SILENCE HAS A SAFE RECOMPENSE; SINS OF DEED, BY THE RAPACIOUS AND CARNIVOROUS BIRDS. THE SOW DELIGHTS IN DIRT AND DUNG; AND WE OUGHT NOT TO HAVE "A CONSCIENCE" THAT IS "DEFILED."[1] JUSTLY, THEREFORE, THE PROPHET SAYS, "THE UNGODLY ARE NOT SO: BUT AS THE CHAFF WHICH THE WIND DRIVETH AWAY FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH. WHEREFORE THE UNGODLY SHALL NOT STAND IN THE JUDGMENT"[2] (BEING ALREADY CONDEMNED, FOR "HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT IS CONDEMNED ALREADY"[3]), "NOR SINNERS IN THE COUNSEL OF THE RIGHTEOUS," INASMUCH AS THEY ARE ALREADY CONDEMNED, SO AS NOT TO BE UNITED TO THOSE THAT HAVE LIVED WITHOUT STUMBLING. "FOR THE LORD KNOWETH THE WAY OF THE RIGHTEOUS; AND THE WAY OF THE UNGODLY SHALL PERISH."[4] AGAIN, THE LORD CLEARLY SHOWS SINS AND TRANSGRESSIONS TO BE IN OUR OWN POWER, BY PRESCRIBING MODES OF CURE CORRESPONDING TO THE MALADIES; SHOWING HIS WISH THAT WE SHOULD BE CORRECTED BY THE SHEPHERDS, IN EZEKIEL; BLAMING, I AM OF OPINION, SOME OF THEM FOR NOT KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS. "THAT WHICH WAS ENFEEBLED YE HAVE NOT STRENGTHENED," AND SO FORTH, DOWN TO, "AND THERE WAS NONE TO SEARCH OUT OR TURN AWAY."[5] FOR "GREAT IS THE JOY BEFORE THE FATHER WHEN ONE SINNER IS SAVED,"[6] SAITH THE LORD. SO, ABRAHAM WAS MUCH TO BE PRAISED, BECAUSE "HE WALKED AS THE LORD SPOKE TO HIM." DRAWING FROM THIS INSTANCE, ONE OF THE WISE MEN AMONG THE GREEKS UTTERED THE MAXIM, "FOLLOW GOD."[7] "THE GODLY," SAYS ESAIAS, "FRAMED WISE COUNSELS."[8] NOW COUNSEL IS SEEKING FOR THE RIGHT WAY OF ACTING IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, AND GOOD COUNSEL IS WISDOM IN OUR COUNSELS. AND WHAT? DOES NOT GOD, AFTER THE PARDON BESTOWED ON CAIN, SUITABLY NOT LONG AFTER INTRODUCE ENOCH, WHO HAD REPENTED?[9] SHOWING THAT IT IS THE NATURE OF REPENTANCE TO PRODUCE PARDON; BUT PARDON DOES NOT CONSIST IN REMISSION, BUT IN REMEDY. AN INSTANCE OF THE SAME IS THE MAKING OF THE CALF BY THE PEOPLE BEFORE AARON. THENCE ONE OF THE WISE MEN AMONG THE GREEKS UTTERED THE MAXIM, "PARDON IS BETTER THAN PUNISHMENT;" AS ALSO, "BECOME SURETY, AND MISCHIEF IS AT HAND," IS DERIVED FROM THE UTTERANCE OF SOLOMON WHICH SAYS, "MY SON, IF THOU BECOME SURETY FOR THY FRIEND, THOU WILT GIVE THINE HAND TO THY ENEMY; FOR A MAN'S OWN LIPS ARE A STRONG SNARE TO HIM, AND HE IS TAKEN IN THE WORDS OF HIS OWN MOUTH."[10] AND THE SAYING, "KNOW THYSELF," HAS BEEN TAKEN RATHER MORE MYSTICALLY FROM THIS, "THOU HAST SEEN THY BROTHER, THOU HAST SEEN THY GOD."[11] THUS ALSO, "THOU SHALT LOVE THE LOAD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART, AND THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF;" FOR IT IS SAID, "ON THESE COMMANDMENTS THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS HANG AND ARE SUSPENDED."[12] WITH THESE ALSO AGREE THE FOLLOWING: "THESE THINGS HAVE I SPOKEN TO YOU, THAT MY JOY MIGHT BE FULFILLED: AND THIS IS MY COMMANDMENT, THAT YE LOVE ONE ANOTHER, AS I HAVE LOVED YOU."[13] "FOR THE LORD IS MERCIFUL AND PITIFUL; AND GRACIOUS[14] IS THE LORD TO ALL."[15] "KNOW THYSELF" IS MORE CLEARLY AND OFTEN EXPRESSED BY MOSES, WHEN HE ENJOINS, "TAKE HEED TO THYSELF."[16] "BY ALMS THEN, AND ACTS OF FAITH, SINS ARE PURGED."[17] "AND BY THE FEAR OF THE LORD EACH ONE DEPARTS FROM EVIL."[18] "AND THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS INSTRUCTION AND WISDOM."[19] 
CHAP. XVI. --HOW WE ARE TO EXPLAIN THE PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE WHICH ASCRIBE TO GOD HUMAN AFFECTIONS. 
HERE AGAIN ARISE THE CAVALIERS, WHO SAY THAT JOY AND PAIN ARE PASSIONS OF THE SOUL: FOR THEY DEFINE JOY AS A RATIONAL ELEVATION AND EXULTATION, AS REJOICING ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT IS GOOD; AND PITY AS PAIN FOR ONE WHO SUFFERS UNDESERVEDLY; AND THAT SUCH AFFECTIONS ARE MOODS AND PASSIONS OF THE SOUL. BUT WE, AS WOULD APPEAR, DO NOT CEASE IN SUCH MATTERS TO UNDERSTAND THE SCRIPTURES CARNALLY; AND STARTING FROM OUR OWN AFFECTIONS, INTERPRET THE WILL OF THE IMPASSIBLE DEITY SIMILARLY TO OUR PERTURBATIONS; AND AS WE ARE CAPABLE OF HEARING; SO, SUPPOSING THE SAME TO BE THE CASE WITH THE OMNIPOTENT, ERR IMPIOUSLY. FOR THE DIVINE BEING CANNOT BE DECLARED AS IT EXISTS: BUT AS WE WHO ARE LETTERED IN THE FLESH WERE ABLE TO LISTEN, SO THE PROPHETS SPOKE TO US; THE LORD SAVINGLY ACCOMMODATING HIMSELF TO THE WEAKNESS OF MEN.[20] SINCE, THEN, IT IS THE WILL OF GOD THAT HE, WHO IS OBEDIENT TO THE COMMANDS AND REPENTS OF HIS SINS SHOULD BE SAVED, AND WE REJOICE ON ACCOUNT OF OUR SALVATION, THE LORD, SPEAKING BY THE PROPHETS, APPROPRIATED OUR JOY TO HIMSELF; AS SPEAKING LOVINGLY IN THE GOSPEL HE SAYS, "I WAS HUNGRY, AND YE GAVE ME TO EAT: I WAS THIRSTY, AND YE GAVE ME TO DRINK. FOR INASMUCH AS YE DID IT TO ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE, YE DID IT TO ME."[1] AS, THEN, HE IS NOURISHED, THOUGH NOT PERSONALLY, BY THE NOURISHING OF ONE WHOM HE WISHES NOURISHED; SO, HE REJOICES, WITHOUT SUFFERING CHANGE, BY REASON OF HIM WHO HAS REPENTED BEING IN JOY, AS HE WISHED. AND SINCE GOD PITIES RICHLY, BEING GOOD, AND GIVING COMMANDS BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND MORE NEARLY STILL BY THE APPEARANCE OF HIS SON, SAVING AND PITYING, AS WAS SAID, THOSE WHO HAVE FOUND MERCY; AND PROPERLY THE GREATER PITIES THE LESS; AND A MAN CANNOT BE GREATER THAN MAN, BEING BY NATURE MAN; BUT GOD IN EVERYTHING IS GREATER THAN MAN; IF, THEN, THE GREATER PITIES THE LESS, IT IS GOD ALONE THAT WILL PITY US. FOR A MAN IS MADE TO COMMUNICATE BY RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND BESTOWS WHAT HE RECEIVED FROM GOD, IN CONSEQUENCE OF HIS NATURAL BENEVOLENCE AND RELATION, AND THE COMMANDS WHICH HE OBEYS. BUT GOD HAS NO NATURAL RELATION TO US, AS THE AUTHORS OF THE HERESIES WILL HAVE IT; NEITHER ON THE SUPPOSITION OF HIS HAVING MADE US OF NOTHING, NOR ON THAT OF HAVING FORMED US FROM MATTER; SINCE THE FORMER DID NOT EXIST AT ALL, AND THE LATTER IS TOTALLY DISTINCT FROM GOD UNLESS WE SHALL DARE TO SAY THAT WE ARE A PART OF HIM, AND OF THE SAME ESSENCE AS GOD. AND I KNOW NOT HOW ONE, WHO KNOWS GOD, CAN BEAR TO HEAR THIS WHEN HE LOOKS TO OUR LIFE, AND SEES IN WHAT EVILS WE ARE INVOLVED. FOR THUS IT WOULD TURN OUT, WHICH IT WAS IMPIETY TO UTTER, THAT GOD SINNED IN [CERTAIN] PORTIONS, IF THE PORTIONS ARE PARTS OF THE WHOLE AND COMPLEMENTARY OF THE WHOLE; AND IF NOT COMPLEMENTARY, NEITHER CAN THEY BE PARTS. BUT GOD BEING BY NATURE RICH IN PITY, IN CONSEQUENCE OF HIS OWN GOODNESS, CARES FOR US, THOUGH NEITHER PORTIONS OF HIMSELF, NOR BY NATURE HIS CHILDREN. AND THIS IS THE GREATEST PROOF OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD: THAT SUCH BEING OUR RELATION TO HIM, AND BEING BY NATURE WHOLLY ESTRANGED, HE NEVERTHELESS CARES FOR US. FOR THE AFFECTION IN ANIMALS TO THEIR PROGENY IS NATURAL, AND THE FRIENDSHIP OF KINDRED MINDS IS THE RESULT OF INTIMACY. BUT THE MERCY OF GOD IS RICH TOWARD US, WHO ARE IN NO RESPECT RELATED TO HIM; I SAY EITHER IN OUR ESSENCE OR NATURE, OR IN THE PECULIAR ENERGY OF OUR ESSENCE, BUT ONLY IN OUR BEING THE WORK OF HIS WILL. AND HIM WHO WILLINGLY, WITH DISCIPLINE AND TEACHING, ACCEPTS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, HE CALLS TO ADOPTION, WHICH IS THE GREATEST ADVANCEMENT OF ALL. "TRANSGRESSIONS CATCH A MAN; AND IN THE CORDS OF HIS OWN SINS EACH ONE IS BOUND."[2] AND GOD IS WITHOUT BLAME. AND IN REALITY, "BLESSED IS THE MAN WHO FEARETH ALWAYS THROUGH PIETY."[3] 
CHAP. XVII. --ON THE VARIOUS KINDS OF KNOWLEDGE. 
AS, THEN, KNOWLEDGE (EPISTHEMEH) IS AN INTELLECTUAL STATE, FROM WHICH RESULTS THE ACT OF KNOWING, AND BECOMES APPREHENSION IRREFRAGABLE BY REASON; SO ALSO, IGNORANCE IS A RECEDING IMPRESSION, WHICH CAN BE DISLODGED BY REASON. AND THAT WHICH IS OVERTHROWN AS WELL AS THAT WHICH IS ELABORATED BY REASON, IS IN OUR POWER. AKIN TO KNOWLEDGE IS EXPERIENCE, COGNITION (EIDHSIS), COMPREHENSION (SUNESIS), PERCEPTION, AND SCIENCE. COGNITION (EIDHSIS) IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF UNIVERSALS BY SPECIES; AND EXPERIENCE IS COMPREHENSIVE KNOWLEDGE, WHICH INVESTIGATES THE NATURE OF EACH THING. PERCEPTION (NOHSIS) IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF INTELLECTUAL OBJECTS; AND COMPREHENSION (SUNESIS) IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT IS COMPARED, OR A COMPARISON THAT CANNOT BE ANNULLED, OR THE FACULTY OF COMPARING THE OBJECTS WITH WHICH JUDGMENT AND KNOWLEDGE ARE OCCUPIED, BOTH OF ONE AND EACH AND ALL THAT GOES TO MAKE UP ONE REASON. AND SCIENCE (GNWSIS) IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE THING IN ITSELF, OR THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH HARMONIZES WITH WHAT TAKES PLACE. TRUTH IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUE; AND THE MENTAL HABIT OF TRUTH IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE TRUE. NOW KNOWLEDGE IS CONSTITUTED BY THE REASON, AND CANNOT BE OVERTHROWN BY ANOTHER REASON.[4] WHAT WE DO NOT, WE DO NOT EITHER FROM NOT BEING ABLE, OR NOT BEING WILLING--OR BOTH. ACCORDINGLY WE DON'T FLY, SINCE WE NEITHER CAN NOR WISH; WE DO NOT SWIM AT PRESENT, FOR EXAMPLE, SINCE WE CAN INDEED, BUT DO NOT CHOOSE; AND WE ARE NOT AS THE LORD, SINCE WE WISH, BUT CANNOT BE: "FOR NO DISCIPLE IS ABOVE HIS MASTER, AND IT IS SUFFICIENT IF WE BE AS THE MASTER:"[5] NOT IN ESSENCE (FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THAT, WHICH IS BY ADOPTION, TO BE EQUAL IN SUBSTANCE TO THAT, WHICH IS BY NATURE); BUT [WE ARE AS HIM] ONLY IN OUR[6] HAVING BEEN MADE IMMORTAL, AND OUR BEING CONVERSANT WITH THE CONTEMPLATION OF REALITIES, AND BEHOLDING THE FATHER THROUGH WHAT BELONGS TO HIM. THEREFORE, VOLITION TAKES THE PRECEDENCE OF ALL; FOR THE INTELLECTUAL POWERS ARE MINISTERS OF THE WILL. "WILL," IT IS SAID, "AND THOU SHALT BE ABLE."[7] AND IN THE GNOSTIC, WILL, JUDGMENT, AND EXERTION ARE IDENTICAL. FOR IF THE DETERMINATIONS ARE THE SAME, THE OPINIONS AND JUDGMENTS WILL BE THE SAME TOO; SO THAT BOTH HIS WORDS, AND LIFE, AND CONDUCT, ARE CONFORMABLE TO RULE. "AND A RIGHT HEART SEEKETH KNOWLEDGE, AND HEARETH IT." "GOD TAUGHT ME WISDOM, AND I KNEW THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE HOLY."[1] 
CHAP. XVIII. --THE MOSAIC LAW THE FOUNTAIN OF ALL ETHICS, AND THE SOURCE FROM WHICH THE GREEKS DREW THEIRS. [2] 
IT IS THEN CLEAR ALSO THAT ALL THE OTHER VIRTUES, DELINEATED IN MOSES, SUPPLIED THE GREEKS WITH THE RUDIMENTS OF THE WHOLE DEPARTMENT OF MORALS. I MEAN VALOR, AND TEMPERANCE, AND WISDOM, AND JUSTICE, AND ENDURANCE, AND PATIENCE, AND DECORUM, AND SELF-RESTRAINT; AND IN ADDITION TO THESE, PIETY. BUT IT IS CLEAR TO EVERY ONE THAT PIETY, WHICH TEACHES TO WORSHIP AND HONOR, IS THE HIGHEST AND OLDEST CAUSE; AND THE LAW ITSELF EXHIBITS JUSTICE, AND TEACHES WISDOM, BY ABSTINENCE FROM SENSIBLE IMAGES, AND BY INVITING TO THE MAKER AND FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE. AND FROM THIS SENTIMENT, AS FROM A FOUNTAIN, ALL INTELLIGENCE INCREASES. "FOR THE SACRIFICES OF THE WICKED ARE ABOMINATION TO THE LORD; BUT THE PRAYERS OF THE UPRIGHT ARE ACCEPTABLE BEFORE HIM,"[3] SINCE "RIGHTEOUSNESS IS MORE ACCEPTABLE BEFORE GOD THAN SACRIFICE." SUCH ALSO AS THE FOLLOWING WE FIND IN ISAIAH: "TO WHAT PURPOSE TO ME IS THE MULTITUDE OF YOUR SACRIFICES? SAITH THE LORD;" AND THE WHOLE SECTION.[4] "BREAK EVERY BOND OF WICKEDNESS; FOR THIS IS THE SACRIFICE THAT IS ACCEPTABLE TO THE LORD, A CONTRITE HEART THAT SEEKS ITS MAKER."[5] "DECEITFUL BALANCES ARE ABOMINATION BEFORE GOD; BUT A JUST BALANCE IS ACCEPTABLE TO HIM."[6] THENCE PYTHAGORAS EXHORTS "NOT TO STEP OVER THE BALANCE;" AND THE PROFESSION OF HERESIES IS CALLED DECEITFUL RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND "THE TONGUE OF THE UNJUST SHALL BE DESTROYED, BUT THE MOUTH OF THE RIGHTEOUS DROPPETH WISDOM."[7] "FOR THEY CALL THE WISE AND PRUDENT WORTHLESS."[8] BUT IT WERE TEDIOUS TO ADDUCE TESTIMONIES RESPECTING THESE VIRTUES, SINCE THE WHOLE SCRIPTURE CELEBRATES THEM. SINCE, THEN, THEY DEFINE MANLINESS TO BE KNOWLEDGE[9] OF THINGS FORMIDABLE, AND NOT FORMIDABLE, AND WHAT IS INTERMEDIATE; AND TEMPERANCE TO BE A STATE OF MIND WHICH BY CHOOSING AND AVOIDING PRESERVES THE JUDGMENTS OF WISDOM; AND CONJOINED WITH MANLINESS IS PATIENCE, WHICH IS CALLED ENDURANCE, THE KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT IS BEARABLE AND WHAT IS UNBEARABLE; AND MAGNANIMITY IS THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH RISES SUPERIOR TO CIRCUMSTANCES. WITH TEMPERANCE ALSO IS CONJOINED CAUTION, WHICH IS AVOIDANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON. AND OBSERVANCE OF THE COMMANDMENTS, WHICH IS THE INNOXIOUS KEEPING OF THEM, IS THE ATTAINMENT OF A SECURE LIFE. AND THERE IS NO ENDURANCE WITHOUT MANLINESS, NOR THE EXERCISE OF SELF-RESTRAINT WITHOUT TEMPERANCE. AND THESE VIRTUES FOLLOW ONE ANOTHER; AND WITH WHOM ARE THE SEQUENCES OF THE VIRTUES, WITH HIM IS ALSO SALVATION, WHICH IS THE KEEPING OF THE STATE OF WELL-BEING. RIGHTLY, THEREFORE, IN TREATING OF THESE VIRTUES, WE SHALL INQUIRE INTO THEM ALL; FOR HE THAT HAS ONE VIRTUE GNOSTICALLY, BY REASON OF THEIR ACCOMPANYING EACH OTHER, HAS THEM ALL. SELF-RESTRAINT IS THAT QUALITY WHICH DOES NOT OVERSTEP WHAT APPEARS IN ACCORDANCE WITH RIGHT REASON. HE EXERCISES SELF-RESTRAINT, WHO CURBS THE IMPULSES THAT ARE CONTRARY TO RIGHT REASON, OR CURBS HIMSELF SO AS NOT TO INDULGE IN DESIRES CONTRARY TO RIGHT REASON. TEMPERANCE, TOO, IS NOT WITHOUT MANLINESS; SINCE FROM THE COMMANDMENTS SPRING BOTH WISDOM, WHICH FOLLOWS GOD WHO ENJOINS, AND THAT WHICH IMITATES THE DIVINE CHARACTER, NAMELY RIGHTEOUSNESS; IN VIRTUE OF WHICH, IN THE EXERCISE OF SELF-RESTRAINT, WE ADDRESS OURSELVES IN PURITY TO PIETY AND THE COURSE OF CONDUCT THENCE RESULTING, IN CONFORMITY WITH GOD; BEING ASSIMILATED TO THE LORD AS FAR AS IS POSSIBLE FOR US BEINGS MORTAL IN NATURE. AND THIS IS BEING JUST AND HOLY WITH WISDOM; FOR THE DIVINITY NEEDS NOTHING AND SUFFERS NOTHING; WHENCE IT IS NOT, STRICTLY SPEAKING, CAPABLE OF SELF-RESTRAINT, FOR IT IS NEVER SUBJECTED TO PERTURBATION, OVER WHICH TO EXERCISE CONTROL; WHILE OUR NATURE, BEING CAPABLE OF PERTURBATION, NEEDS SELF-CONSTRAINT, BY WHICH DISCIPLINING ITSELF TO THE NEED OF LITTLE, IT ENDEAVORS TO APPROXIMATE IN CHARACTER TO THE DIVINE NATURE. FOR THE GOOD MAN, STANDING AS THE BOUNDARY BETWEEN AN IMMORTAL AND A MORTAL NATURE, HAS FEW NEEDS; HAVING WANTS IN CONSEQUENCE OF HIS BODY, AND HIS BIRTH ITSELF, BUT TAUGHT BY RATIONAL SELF-CONTROL TO WANT FEW THINGS. WHAT REASON IS THERE IN THE LAW'S PROHIBITING A MAN FROM "WEARING WOMAN'S CLOTHING"? [10] IS IT NOT THAT IT WOULD HAVE US TO BE MANLY, AND NOT TO BE EFFEMINATE NEITHER IN PERSON AND ACTIONS, NOR IN THOUGHT AND WORD? FOR IT WOULD HAVE THE MAN, THAT DEVOTES HIMSELF TO THE TRUTH, TO BE MASCULINE BOTH IN ACTS OF ENDURANCE AND PATIENCE, IN LIFE, CONDUCT, WORD, AND DISCIPLINE BY NIGHT AND BY DAY; EVEN IF THE NECESSITY WERE TO OCCUR, OF WITNESSING BY THE SHEDDING OF HIS BLOOD. AGAIN, IT IS SAID, "IF ANY ONE WHO HAS NEWLY BUILT A HOUSE, AND HAS NOT PREVIOUSLY INHABITED IT; OR CULTIVATED A NEWLY- PLANTED VINE, AND NOT YET PARTAKEN OF THE FRUIT; OR BETROTHED A VIRGIN, AND NOT YET MARRIED HER;"[11]-- SUCH THE HUMANE LAW ORDERS TO BE RELIEVED FROM MILITARY SERVICE: FROM MILITARY REASONS IN THE FIRST PLACE, LEST, BENT ON THEIR DESIRES, THEY TURN OUT SLUGGISH IN WAR; FOR IT IS THOSE WHO ARE UNTRAMMELED BY PASSION THAT BOLDLY ENCOUNTER PERILS; AND FROM MOTIVES OF HUMANITY, SINCE, IN VIEW OF THE UNCERTAINTIES OF WAR, THE LAW RECKONED IT NOT RIGHT THAT ONE SHOULD NOT ENJOY HIS OWN LABORS, AND ANOTHER SHOULD WITHOUT BESTOWING PAINS, RECEIVE WHAT BELONGED TO THOSE WHO HAD LABORED. THE LAW SEEMS ALSO TO POINT OUT MANLINESS OF SOUL, BY ENACTING THAT HE WHO HAD PLANTED SHOULD REAP THE FRUIT, AND HE THAT BUILT SHOULD INHABIT, AND HE THAT HAD BETROTHED SHOULD MARRY: FOR IT IS NOT VAIN HOPES WHICH IT PROVIDES FOR THOSE WHO LABOR; ACCORDING TO THE GNOSTIC WORD: "FOR THE HOPE OF A GOOD MAN DEAD OR LIVING DOES NOT PERISH,"[1] SAYS WISDOM; "I LOVE THEM THAT LOVE ME; AND THEY WHO SEEK ME SHALL FIND PEACE,"[2] AND SO FORTH. WHAT THEN? DID NOT THE WOMEN OF THE MIDIANITES, BY THEIR BEAUTY, SEDUCE FROM WISDOM INTO IMPIETY, THROUGH LICENTIOUSNESS, THE HEBREWS WHEN MAKING WAR AGAINST THEM? FOR, HAVING SEDUCED THEM FROM A GRAVE MODE OF LIFE, AND BY THEIR BEAUTY ENSNARED THEM IN WANTON DELIGHTS, THEY MADE THEM INSANE UPON IDOL SACRIFICES AND STRANGE WOMEN; AND OVERCOME BY WOMEN AND BY PLEASURE AT ONCE, THEY REVOLTED FROM GOD, AND REVOLTED FROM THE LAW. AND THE WHOLE PEOPLE WERE WITHIN A LITTLE OF FALLING UNDER THE POWER OF THE ENEMY THROUGH FEMALE STRATAGEM, UNTIL, WHEN THEY WERE IN PERIL, FEAR BY ITS ADMONITIONS PULLED THEM BACK. THEN THE SURVIVORS, VALIANTLY UNDERTAKING THE STRUGGLE FOR PIETY, GOT THE UPPER HAND OF THEIR FOES. "THE BEGINNING, THEN, OF WISDOM IS PIETY, AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF HOLY THINGS IS UNDERSTANDING; AND TO KNOW THE LAW IS THE CHARACTERISTIC OF A GOOD UNDERSTANDING."[3] THOSE, THEN, WHO SUPPOSE THE LAW TO BE PRODUCTIVE OF AGITATING FEAR, ARE NEITHER GOOD AT UNDERSTANDING THE LAW, NOR HAVE THEY IN REALITY COMPREHENDED IT; FOR "THE FEAR OF THE LORD CAUSES LIFE, BUT HE WHO ERRS SHALL BE AFFLICTED WITH PANGS WHICH KNOWLEDGE VIEWS NOT."[4] ACCORDINGLY, BARNABAS SAYS MYSTICALLY, "MAY GOD WHO RULES THE UNIVERSE VOUCHSAFE ALSO TO YOU WISDOM, AND UNDERSTANDING, AND SCIENCE, AND KNOWLEDGE OF HIS STATUTES, AND PATIENCE. BE THEREFORE GOD-TAUGHT, SEEKING WHAT THE LORD SEEKS FROM YOU, THAT HE MAY FIND YOU IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT LYING IN WAIT FOR THESE THINGS." "CHILDREN OF LOVE AND PEACE," HE CALLED THEM GNOSTICALLY.[5] RESPECTING IMPARTING AND COMMUNICATING, THOUGH MUCH MIGHT BE SAID, LET IT SUFFICE TO REMARK THAT THE LAW PROHIBITS A BROTHER FROM TAKING USURY: DESIGNATING AS A BROTHER NOT ONLY HIM WHO IS BORN OF THE SAME PARENTS, BUT ALSO ONE OF THE SAME RACE AND SENTIMENTS, AND A PARTICIPATOR IN THE SAME WORD; DEEMING IT RIGHT NOT TO TAKE USURY FOR MONEY, BUT WITH OPEN HANDS AND HEART TO BESTOW ON THOSE WHO NEED. FOR GOD, THE AUTHOR AND THE DISPENSER OF SUCH GRACE, TAKES AS SUITABLE USURY THE MOST PRECIOUS THINGS TO BE FOUND AMONG MEN--MILDNESS, GENTLENESS, MAGNANIMITY, REPUTATION, RENOWN. DO YOU NOT REGARD THIS COMMAND AS MARKED BY PHILANTHROPY? AS ALSO THE FOLLOWING, "TO PAY THE WAGES OF THE POOR DAILY," TEACHES TO DISCHARGE WITHOUT DELAY THE WAGES DUE FOR SERVICE; FOR, AS I THINK, THE ALACRITY OF THE POOR WITH REFERENCE TO THE FUTURE IS PARALYZED WHEN HE HAS SUFFERED WANT. FURTHER, IT IS SAID, "LET NOT THE CREDITOR ENTER THE DEBTOR'S HOUSE TO TAKE THE PLEDGE WITH VIOLENCE." BUT LET THE FORMER ASK IT TO BE BROUGHT OUT, AND LET NOT THE LATTER, IF HE HAVE IT, HESITATE.[6] AND IN THE HARVEST THE OWNERS ARE PROHIBITED FROM APPROPRIATING WHAT FALLS FROM THE HANDFULS; AS ALSO IN REAPING [THE LAW] ENJOINS A PART TO BE LEFT UNREAPED; SIGNALLY THEREBY TRAINING THOSE WHO POSSESS TO SHARING AND TO LARGE-HEARTEDNESS, BY FOREGOING OF THEIR OWN TO THOSE WHO ARE IN WANT, AND THUS PROVIDING MEANS OF SUBSISTENCE FOR THE POOR? YOU SEE HOW THE LAW PROCLAIMS AT ONCE THE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND GOODNESS OF GOD, WHO DISPENSES FOOD TO ALL UNGRUDGINGLY. AND IN THE VINTAGE IT PROHIBITED THE GRAPE-GATHERERS FROM GOING BACK AGAIN ON WHAT HAD BEEN LEFT, AND FROM GATHERING THE FALLEN GRAPES; AND THE SAME INJUNCTIONS ARE GIVEN TO THE OLIVE-GATHERERS.[8] BESIDES, THE TITHES OF THE FRUITS AND OF THE FLOCKS TAUGHT BOTH PIETY TOWARDS THE DEITY, AND NOT COVETOUSLY TO GRASP EVERYTHING, BUT TO COMMUNICATE GIFTS OF KINDNESS TO ONE'S NEIGHBORS. FOR IT WAS FROM THESE, I RECKON, AND FROM THE FIRST-FRUITS THAT THE PRIESTS WERE MAINTAINED. WE NOW THEREFORE UNDERSTAND THAT WE ARE INSTRUCTED IN PIETY, AND IN LIBERALITY, AND IN JUSTICE, AND IN HUMANITY BY THE LAW. FOR DOES IT NOT COMMAND THE LAND TO BE LEFT FALLOW IN THE SEVENTH YEAR, AND BIDS THE POOR FEARLESSLY USE THE FRUITS THAT GROW BY DIVINE AGENCY, NATURE CULTIVATING THE GROUND FOR BEHOOF OF ALL AND SUNDRY?[9] HOW, THEN, CAN IT BE MAINTAINED THAT THE LAW IS NOT HUMANE, AND THE TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS? AGAIN, IN THE FIFTIETH YEAR, IT ORDERED THE SAME THINGS TO BE PERFORMED AS IN THE SEVENTH; BESIDES RESTORING TO EACH ONE HIS OWN LAND, IF FROM ANY CIRCUMSTANCE HE HAD PARTED WITH IT IN THE MEANTIME; SETTING BOUNDS TO THE DESIRES OF THOSE WHO COVET POSSESSION, BY MEASURING THE PERIOD OF ENJOYMENT, AND CHOOSING THAT THOSE WHO HAVE PAID THE PENALTY OF PROTRACTED PENURY SHOULD NOT SUFFER A LIFE-LONG PUNISHMENT. "BUT ALMS AND ACTS OF FAITH ARE ROYAL GUARDS, AND BLESSING IS ON THE HEAD OF HIM WHO BESTOWS; AND HE WHO PITIES THE POOR SHALL BE BLESSED."[1] FOR HE SHOWS LOVE TO ONE LIKE HIMSELF, BECAUSE OF HIS LOVE TO THE CREATOR OF THE HUMAN RACE. THE ABOVE-MENTIONED PARTICULARS HAVE OTHER EXPLANATIONS MORE NATURAL, BOTH RESPECTING REST AND THE RECOVERY OF THE INHERITANCE; BUT THEY ARE NOT DISCUSSED AT PRESENT. NOW LOVE IS CONCEIVED IN MANY WAYS, IN THE FORM OF MEEKNESS, OF MILDNESS, OF PATIENCE, OF LIBERALITY, OF FREEDOM FROM ENVY, OF ABSENCE OF HATRED, OF FORGETFULNESS OF INJURIES. IN ALL IT IS INCAPABLE OF BEING DIVIDED OR DISTINGUISHED: ITS NATURE IS TO COMMUNICATE. AGAIN, IT IS SAID, "IF YOU SEE THE BEAST OF YOUR RELATIVES, OR FRIENDS, OR, IN GENERAL, OF ANYBODY YOU KNOW, WANDERING IN THE WILDERNESS, TAKE IT BACK AND RESTORE IT;[2] AND IF THE OWNER BE FAR AWAY, KEEP IT AMONG YOUR OWN TILL HE RETURN, AND RESTORE IT." IT TEACHES A NATURAL COMMUNICATION, THAT WHAT IS FOUND IS TO BE REGARDED AS A DEPOSIT, AND THAT WE ARE NOT TO BEAR MALICE TO AN ENEMY. "THE COMMAND OF THE LORD BEING A FOUNTAIN OF LIFE" TRULY, "CAUSETH TO TURN AWAY FROM THE SNARE OF DEATH."[3] AND WHAT? DOES IT NOT COMMAND US "TO LOVE STRANGERS NOT ONLY AS FRIENDS AND RELATIVES, BUT AS OURSELVES, BOTH IN BODY AND SOUL?"[4] NAY MORE, IT HONORED THE NATIONS, AND BEARS NO GRUDGE[5] AGAINST THOSE WHO HAVE DONE ILL. ACCORDINGLY, IT IS EXPRESSLY SAID, "THOU SHALT NOT ABHOR AN EGYPTIAN, FOR THOU WERE A SOJOURNER IN EGYPT;"[6] DESIGNATING BY THE TERM EGYPTIAN EITHER ONE OF THOSE RACES, OR ANY ONE IN THE WORLD. AND ENEMIES, ALTHOUGH DRAWN UP BEFORE THE WALLS ATTEMPTING TO TAKE THE CITY, ARE NOT TO BE REGARDED AS ENEMIES TILL THEY ARE BY THE VOICE OF THE HERALD SUMMONED TO PEACE.[7] FURTHER, IT FORBIDS INTERCOURSE WITH A FEMALE CAPTIVE SO AS TO DISHONOR HER. "BUT ALLOW HER," IT SAYS, "THIRTY DAYS TO MOURN ACCORDING TO HER WISH, AND CHANGING HER CLOTHES, ASSOCIATE WITH HER AS YOUR LAWFUL WIFE." S FOR IT REGARDS IT NOT RIGHT THAT THIS SHOULD TAKE PLACE EITHER IN WANTONNESS OR FOR HIRE LIKE HARLOTS, BUT ONLY FOR THE BIRTH OF CHILDREN. DO YOU SEE HUMANITY COMBINED WITH CONTINENCE? THE MASTER WHO HAS FALLEN IN LOVE WITH HIS CAPTIVE MAID IT DOES NOT ALLOW TO GRATIFY HIS PLEASURE, BUT PUTS A CHECK ON HIS LUST BY SPECIFYING AN INTERVAL OF TIME; AND FURTHER, IT CUTS OFF THE CAPTIVE'S HAIR, IN ORDER TO SHAME DISGRACEFUL LOVE: FOR IF IT IS REASON THAT INDUCES HIM TO MARRY, HE WILL CLEAVE TO HER EVEN AFTER SHE HAS BECOME DISFIGURED. THEN IF ONE, AFTER HIS LUST, DOES NOT CARE TO CONSORT ANY LONGER WITH THE CAPTIVE, IT ORDAINS THAT IT SHALL NOT BE LAWFUL TO SELL HER, OR TO HAVE HER ANY LONGER AS A SERVANT, BUT DESIRES HER TO BE FREED AND RELEASED FROM SERVICE, LEST ON THE INTRODUCTION OF ANOTHER WIFE SHE BEARS ANY OF THE INTOLERABLE MISERIES CAUSED THROUGH JEALOUSY. WHAT MORE? THE LORD ENJOINS TO EASE AND RAISE UP THE BEASTS OF ENEMIES WHEN LABORING BENEATH THEIR BURDENS; REMOTELY TEACHING US NOT TO INDULGE IN JOY AT OUR NEIGHBOR’S ILLS, OR EXULT OVER OUR ENEMIES; IN ORDER TO TEACH THOSE WHO ARE TRAINED IN THESE THINGS TO PRAY FOR THEIR ENEMIES. FOR HE DOES NOT ALLOW US EITHER TO GRIEVE AT OUR NEIGHBOR’S GOOD, OR TO REAP JOY AT OUR NEIGHBOR’S ILL. AND IF YOU FIND ANY ENEMY'S BEAST STRAYING, YOU ARE TO PASS OVER THE INCENTIVES OF DIFFERENCE, AND TAKE IT BACK AND RESTORE IT. FOR OBLIVION OF INJURIES IS FOLLOWED BY GOODNESS, AND THE LATTER BY DISSOLUTION OF ENMITY. FROM THIS WE ARE FITTED FOR AGREEMENT, AND THIS CONDUCTS TO FELICITY. AND SHOULD YOU SUPPOSE ONE HABITUALLY HOSTILE, AND DISCOVER HIM TO BE UNREASONABLY MISTAKEN EITHER THROUGH LUST OR ANGER, TURN HIM TO GOODNESS. DOES THE LAW THEN WHICH CONDUCTS TO CHRIST APPEAR HUMANE AND MILD? AND DOES NOT THE SAME GOD, GOOD, WHILE CHARACTERIZED BY RIGHTEOUSNESS FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE END, EMPLOY EACH KIND SUITABLY IN ORDER TO SALVATION? "BE MERCIFUL," SAYS THE LORD, "THAT YOU MAY RECEIVE MERCY; FORGIVE, THAT YOU MAY BE FORGIVEN. AS YE DO, SO SHALL IT BE DONE TO YOU; AS YE GIVE, SO SHALL IT BE GIVEN TO YOU; AS YE JUDGE, SO SHALL YE BE JUDGED; AS YE SHOW KINDNESS, SO SHALL KINDNESS BE SHOWN TO YOU: WITH WHAT MEASURE YE METE, IT SHALL BE MEASURED TO YOU AGAIN."[9] FURTHERMORE, [THE LAW] PROHIBITS THOSE, WHO ARE IN SERVITUDE FOR THEIR SUBSISTENCE, TO BE BRANDED WITH DISGRACE; AND TO THOSE, WHO HAVE BEEN REDUCED TO SLAVERY THROUGH MONEY BORROWED, IT GIVES A COMPLETE RELEASE IN THE SEVENTH YEAR. FURTHER, IT PROHIBITS SUPPLIANTS FROM BEING GIVEN UP TO PUNISHMENT. TRUE ABOVE ALL, THEN, IS THAT ORACLE. "AS GOLD AND SILVER ARE TRIED IN THE FURNACE, SO THE LORD CHOOSETH MEN'S HEARTS. THE MERCIFUL MAN IS LONG-SUFFERING; AND IN EVERY ONE WHO SHOWS SOLICITUDE THERE IS WISDOM. FOR ON A WISE MAN SOLICITUDE WILL FALL; AND EXERCISING THOUGHT, HE WILL SEEK LIFE; AND HE WHO SEEKETH GOD SHALL FIND KNOWLEDGE WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND THEY WHO HAVE SOUGHT HIM RIGHTLY HAVE FOUND PEACE."[10] AND PYTHAGORAS SEEMS TO ME, TO HAVE DERIVED HIS MILDNESS TOWARDS IRRATIONAL CREATURES FROM THE LAW. FOR INSTANCE, HE INTERDICTED THE IMMEDIATE USE OF THE YOUNG IN THE FLOCKS OF SHEEP, AND GOATS, AND HERDS OF CATTLE, ON THE INSTANT OF THEIR BIRTH; NOT EVEN ON THE PRETEXT OF SACRIFICE ALLOWING IT, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF THE YOUNG ONES AND OF THE MOTHERS; TRAINING MAN TO GENTLENESS BY WHAT IS BENEATH HIM, BY MEANS OF THE IRRATIONAL CREATURES. "RESIGN ACCORDINGLY," HE SAYS, "THE YOUNG ONE TO ITS DAM FOR EVEN THE FIRST SEVEN DAYS." FOR IF NOTHING TAKES PLACE WITHOUT A CAUSE, AND MILK COMES IN A SHOWER TO ANIMALS IN PARTURITION FOR THE SUSTENANCE OF THE PROGENY, HE THAT TEARS THAT, WHICH HAS BEEN BROUGHT FORTH, AWAY FROM THE SUPPLY OF THE MILK, DISHONORS NATURE. LET THE GREEKS, THEN, FEEL ASHAMED, AND WHOEVER ELSE INVEIGHS AGAINST THE LAW; SINCE IT SHOWS MILDNESS IN THE CASE OF THE IRRATIONAL CREATURES, WHILE THEY EXPOSE THE OFFSPRING OF MEN THOUGH LONG AGO AND PROPHETICALLY, THE LAW, IN THE ABOVE-MENTIONED COMMANDMENT, THREW A CHECK IN THE WAY OF THEIR CRUELTY. FOR IF IT PROHIBITS THE PROGENY OF THE IRRATIONAL CREATURES TO BE SEPARATED FROM THE DAM BEFORE SUCKING, MUCH MORE IN THE CASE OF MEN DOES IT PROVIDE BEFOREHAND A CURE FOR CRUELTY AND SAVAGENESS OF DISPOSITION; SO THAT EVEN IF THEY DESPISE NATURE, THEY MAY NOT DESPISE TEACHING. FOR THEY ARE PERMITTED TO SATIATE THEMSELVES WITH KIDS AND LAMBS, AND PERHAPS THERE MIGHT BE SOME EXCUSE FOR SEPARATING THE PROGENY FROM ITS DAM. BUT WHAT CAUSE IS THERE FOR THE EXPOSURE OF A CHILD? FOR THE MAN WHO DID NOT DESIRE TO BEGET CHILDREN HAD NO RIGHT TO MARRY AT FIRST; CERTAINLY NOT TO HAVE BECOME, THROUGH LICENTIOUS INDULGENCE, THE MURDERER OF HIS CHILDREN. AGAIN, THE HUMANE LAW FORBIDS SLAYING THE OFFSPRING AND THE DAM TOGETHER ON THE SAME DAY. THENCE ALSO THE ROMANS, IN THE CASE OF A PREGNANT WOMAN BEING CONDEMNED TO DEATH, DO NOT ALLOW HER TO UNDERGO PUNISHMENT TILL SHE IS DELIVERED. THE LAW TOO, EXPRESSLY PROHIBITS THE SLAYING OF SUCH ANIMALS AS ARE PREGNANT TILL THEY HAVE BROUGHT FORTH, REMOTELY RESTRAINING THE PRONENESS OF MAN TO DO WRONG TO MAN. THUS, ALSO IT HAS EXTENDED ITS CLEMENCY TO THE IRRATIONAL CREATURES; THAT FROM THE EXERCISE OF HUMANITY IN THE CASE OF CREATURES OF DIFFERENT SPECIES, WE MIGHT PRACTICE AMONG THOSE OF THE SAME SPECIES A LARGE ABUNDANCE OF IT. THOSE, TOO, THAT KICK THE BELLIES OF CERTAIN ANIMALS BEFORE PARTURITION, IN ORDER TO FEAST ON FLESH MIXED WITH MILK, MAKE THE WOMB CREATED FOR THE BIRTH OF THE FETUS ITS GRAVE, THOUGH THE LAW EXPRESSLY COMMANDS, "BUT NEITHER SHALT THOU SEETHE A LAMB IN ITS MOTHER'S MILK."[1] FOR THE NOURISHMENT OF THE LIVING ANIMAL, IT IS MEANT, MAY NOT BECOME SAUCE FOR THAT WHICH HAS BEEN DEPRIVED OF LIFE; AND THAT, WHICH IS THE CAUSE OF LIFE, MAY NOT CO-OPERATE IN THE CONSUMPTION OF THE BODY. AND THE SAME LAW COMMANDS "NOT TO MUZZLE THE OX WHICH TREADETH OUT THE CORN: FOR THE LABORER MUST BE RECKONED WORTHY OF HIS FOOD."[2] AND IT PROHIBITS AN OX AND ASS TO BE YOKED IN THE PLOUGH TOGETHER;[3] POINTING PERHAPS TO THE WANT OF AGREEMENT IN THE CASE OF THE ANIMALS; AND AT THE SAME TIME TEACHING NOT TO WRONG ANY ONE BELONGING TO ANOTHER RACE, AND BRING HIM UNDER THE YOKE, WHEN THERE IS NO OTHER CAUSE TO ALLEGE THAN DIFFERENCE OF RACE, WHICH IS NO CAUSE AT ALL, BEING NEITHER WICKEDNESS NOR THE EFFECT OF WICKEDNESS. TO ME THE ALLEGORY ALSO SEEMS TO SIGNIFY THAT THE HUSBANDRY OF THE WORD IS NOT TO BE ASSIGNED EQUALLY TO THE CLEAN AND THE UNCLEAN, THE BELIEVER AND THE UNBELIEVER; FOR THE OX IS CLEAN, BUT THE ASS HAS BEEN RECKONED AMONG THE UNCLEAN ANIMALS. BUT THE BENIGNANT WORD, ABOUNDING IN HUMANITY, TEACHES THAT NEITHER IS IT RIGHT TO CUT DOWN CULTIVATED TREES, OR TO CUT DOWN THE GRAIN BEFORE THE HARVEST, FOR MISCHIEFS SAKE; NOR THAT CULTIVATED FRUIT IS TO BE DESTROYED AT ALL--EITHER THE FRUIT OF THE SOIL OR THAT OF THE SOUL: FOR IT DOES NOT PERMIT THE ENEMY'S COUNTRY TO BE LAID WASTE. FURTHER, HUSBANDMEN DERIVED ADVANTAGE FROM THE LAW IN SUCH THINGS. FOR IT ORDERS NEWLY PLANTED TREES TO BE NOURISHED THREE YEARS IN SUCCESSION, AND THE SUPERFLUOUS GROWTHS TO BE CUT OFF, TO PREVENT THEM BEING LOADED AND PRESSED DOWN; AND TO PREVENT THEIR STRENGTH BEING EXHAUSTED FROM WANT, BY THE NUTRIMENT BEING FRITTERED AWAY, ENJOINS TILLING AND DIGGING ROUND THEM, SO THAT [THE TREE] MAY NOT, BY SENDING OUT SUCKERS, HINDER ITS GROWTH. AND IT DOES NOT ALLOW IMPERFECT FRUIT TO BE PLUCKED FROM IMMATURE TREES, BUT AFTER THREE YEARS, IN THE FOURTH YEAR; DEDICATING THE FIRST-FRUITS TO GOD AFTER THE TREE HAS ATTAINED MATURITY. THIS TYPE OF HUSBANDRY MAY SERVE AS A MODE OF INSTRUCTION, TEACHING THAT WE MUST CUT THE GROWTHS OF SINS, AND THE USELESS WEEDS OF THE MIND THAT SPRING UP ROUND THE VITAL FRUIT, TILL THE SHOOT OF FAITH IS PERFECTED AND BECOMES STRONG.[4] FOR IN THE FOURTH YEAR, SINCE THERE IS NEED OF TIME TO HIM THAT IS BEING SOLIDLY CATECHIZED, THE FOUR VIRTUES ARE CONSECRATED TO GOD, THE THIRD ALONE BEING ALREADY JOINED TO THE FOURTH,[5] THE PERSON OF THE LORD. AND A SACRIFICE OF PRAISE IS ABOVE HOLOCAUSTS: "FOR HE," IT IS SAID, "GIVETH STRENGTH TO GET POWER."[6] AND IF YOUR AFFAIRS ARE IN THE SUNSHINE OF PROSPERITY, GET AND KEEP STRENGTH, AND ACQUIRE POWER IN KNOWLEDGE. FOR BY THESE INSTANCES IT IS SHOWN THAT BOTH GOOD THINGS AND GIFTS ARE SUPPLIED BY GOD; AND THAT WE, BECOMING MINISTERS OF THE DIVINE GRACE, OUGHT TO SOW THE BENEFITS OF GOD, AND MAKE THOSE WHO APPROACH US NOBLE AND GOOD; SO THAT, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, THE TEMPERATE MAN MAY MAKE OTHERS CONTINENT, HE THAT IS MANLY MAY MAKE THEM NOBLE, HE THAT IS WISE MAY MAKE THEM INTELLIGENT, AND THE JUST MAY MAKE THEM JUST. 
CHAP. XIX. --THE TRUE GNOSTIC IS AN IMITATOR OF GOD, ESPECIALLY IN BENEFICENCE. 
HE IS THE GNOSTIC, WHO IS AFTER THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD, WHO IMITATES GOD AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, DEFICIENT IN NONE OF THE THINGS WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO THE LIKENESS AS FAR AS COMPATIBLE, PRACTICING SELF-RESTRAINT AND ENDURANCE, LIVING RIGHTEOUSLY, REIGNING OVER THE PASSIONS, BESTOWING OF WHAT HE HAS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, AND DOING GOOD BOTH BY WORD AND DEED. "HE IS THE GREATEST," IT IS SAID, "IN THE KINGDOM WHO SHALL DO AND TEACH;"[1] IMITATING GOD IN CONFERRING LIKE BENEFITS. FOR GOD'S GIFTS ARE FOR THE COMMON GOOD. "WHOEVER SHALL ATTEMPT TO DO AUGHT WITH PRESUMPTION, PROVOKES GOD,"[2] IT IS SAID. FOR HAUGHTINESS IS A VICE OF THE SOUL, OF WHICH, AS OF OTHER SINS, HE COMMANDS US TO REPENT; BY ADJUSTING OUR LIVES FROM THEIR STATE OF DERANGEMENT TO THE CHANGE FOR THE BETTER IN THESE THREE THINGS, MOUTH, HEART, HANDS. THESE ARE SIGNS--THE HANDS OF ACTION, THE HEART OF VOLITION, THE MOUTH OF SPEECH. BEAUTIFULLY, THEREFORE, HAS THIS ORACLE BEEN SPOKEN WITH RESPECT TO PENITENTS: "THOU HAST CHOSEN GOD THIS DAY TO BE THY GOD; AND GOD HATH CHOSEN THEE THIS DAY TO BE HIS PEOPLE."[3] FOR HIM WHO HASTES TO SERVE THE SELF-EXISTENT ONE, BEING A SUPPLIANT,[4] GOD ADOPTS TO HIMSELF; AND THOUGH HE BE ONLY ONE IN NUMBER, HE IS HONORED EQUALLY WITH THE PEOPLE. FOR BEING A PART OF THE PEOPLE, HE BECOMES COMPLEMENTARY OF IT, BEING RESTORED FROM WHAT HE WAS; AND THE WHOLE IS NAMED FROM A PART. BUT NOBILITY IS ITSELF EXHIBITED IN CHOOSING AND PRACTICING WHAT IS BEST. FOR WHAT BENEFIT TO ADAM WAS SUCH A NOBILITY AS HE HAD? NO MORTAL WAS HIS FATHER; FOR HE HIMSELF WAS FATHER OF MEN THAT ARE BORN. WHAT IS BASE HE READILY CHOSE, FOLLOWING HIS WIFE, AND NEGLECTED WHAT IS TRUE AND GOOD; ON WHICH ACCOUNT HE EXCHANGED HIS IMMORTAL LIFE FOR A MORTAL LIFE, BUT NOT FOR EVER. AND NOAH, WHOSE ORIGIN WAS NOT THE SAME AS ADAM'S, WAS SAVED BY DIVINE CARE, FOR HE TOOK AND CONSECRATED HIMSELF TO GOD. AND ABRAHAM, WHO HAD CHILDREN BY THREE WIVES, NOT FOR THE INDULGENCE OF PLEASURE, BUT IN THE HOPE, AS I THINK, OF MULTIPLYING THE RACE AT THE FIRST, WAS SUCCEEDED BY ONE ALONE, WHO WAS HEIR OF HIS FATHER'S BLESSINGS, WHILE THE REST WERE SEPARATED FROM THE FAMILY; AND OF THE TWINS WHO SPRANG FROM HIM, THE YOUNGER HAVING WON HIS FATHER'S FAVOR AND RECEIVED HIS PRAYERS, BECAME HEIR, AND THE EIDER SERVED HIM. FOR IT IS THE GREATEST BOON TO A BAD MAN NOT TO BE MASTER OF HIMSELF.[5] AND THIS ARRANGEMENT WAS PROPHETICAL AND TYPICAL. AND THAT ALL THINGS BELONG TO THE WISE, SCRIPTURE CLEARLY INDICATES WHEN IT IS SAID, "BECAUSE GOD HATH HAD MERCY ON ME, I HAVE ALL THINGS."[6] FOR IT TEACHES THAT WE ARE TO DESIRE ONE THING, BY WHICH ARE ALL THINGS, AND WHAT IS PROMISED IS ASSIGNED TO THE WORTHY. ACCORDINGLY, THE GOOD MAN WHO HAS BECOME HEIR OF THE KINGDOM, IT REGISTERS ALSO AS FELLOW-CITIZEN, THROUGH DIVINE WISDOM, WITH THE RIGHTEOUS OF THE OLDEN TIME, WHO UNDER THE LAW AND BEFORE THE LAW LIVED ACCORDING TO LAW, WHOSE DEEDS HAVE BECOME LAWS TO US; AND AGAIN, TEACHING THAT THE WISE MAN IS KING, INTRODUCES PEOPLE OF A DIFFERENT RACE, SAYING TO HIM, "THOU ART A KING BEFORE GOD AMONG US;"[7] THOSE WHO WERE GOVERNED OBEYING THE GOOD MAN OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, FROM ADMIRATION OF HIS VIRTUE. NOW PLATO THE PHILOSOPHER, DEFINING THE END OF HAPPINESS, SAYS THAT IT IS LIKENESS TO GOD AS FAR AS POSSIBLE; WHETHER CONCURRING WITH THE PRECEPT OF THE LAW (FOR GREAT NATURES THAT ARE FREE OF PASSIONS SOMEHOW HIT THE MARK RESPECTING THE TRUTH, AS THE PYTHAGOREAN PHILO SAYS IN RELATING THE HISTORY OF MOSES), OR WHETHER INSTRUCTED BY CERTAIN ORACLES OF THE TIME, THIRSTING AS HE ALWAYS WAS FOR INSTRUCTION. FOR THE LAW SAYS, "WALK AFTER THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS."[8] FOR THE LAW CALLS ASSIMILATION FOLLOWING; AND SUCH A FOLLOWING TO THE UTMOST OF ITS POWER ASSIMILATES. "BE," SAYS THE LORD, "MERCIFUL AND PITIFUL, AS YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER IS PITIFUL."[9] THENCE ALSO THE STOICS HAVE LAID DOWN THE DOCTRINE, THAT LIVING AGREEABLY TO NATURE IS THE END, FITLY ALTERING THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD INTO NATURE; SINCE ALSO NATURE EXTENDS TO PLANTS, TO SEEDS, TO TREES, AND TO STONES. IT IS THEREFORE PLAINLY SAID, "BAD MEN DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE LAW; BUT THEY WHO LOVE THE LAW FORTIFY THEMSELVES WITH A WALL."[10] "FOR THE WISDOM OF THE CLEVER KNOWS ITS WAYS; BUT THE FOLLY OF THE FOOLISH IS IN ERROR."[11] "FOR ON WHOM WILL I LOOK, BUT ON HIM WHO IS MILD AND GENTLE, AND TREMBLETH AT MY WORDS?" SAYS THE PROPHECY. WE ARE TAUGHT THAT THERE ARE THREE KINDS OF FRIENDSHIP: AND THAT OF THESE THE FIRST AND THE BEST IS THAT WHICH RESULTS FROM VIRTUE, FOR THE LOVE THAT IS FOUNDED ON REASON IS FIRM; THAT THE SECOND AND INTERMEDIATE IS BY WAY OF RECOMPENSE, AND IS SOCIAL, LIBERAL, AND USEFUL FOR LIFE; FOR THE FRIENDSHIP WHICH IS THE RESULT OF FAVOR IS MUTUAL. AND THE THIRD AND LAST, WE ASSERT TO BE THAT WHICH IS FOUNDED ON INTIMACY; OTHERS, AGAIN, THAT IT IS THAT VARIABLE AND CHANGEABLE FORM WHICH RESTS ON PLEASURE. AND HIPPPODAMUS THE PYTHAGOREAN SEEMS TO ME TO DESCRIBE FRIENDSHIPS MOST ADMIRABLY: "THAT FOUNDED ON KNOWLEDGE OF THE GODS, THAT FOUNDED ON THE GIFTS OF MEN, AND THAT ON THE PLEASURES OF ANIMALS." THERE IS THE FRIENDSHIP OF A PHILOSOPHER, THAT OF A MAN AND THAT OF AN ANIMAL. FOR THE IMAGE OF GOD IS REALLY THE MAN WHO DOES GOOD, IN WHICH ALSO HE GETS GOOD: AS THE PILOT AT ONCE SAVES, AND IS SAVED. WHEREFORE, WHEN ONE OBTAINS HIS REQUEST, HE DOES NOT SAY TO THE GIVER, THOU HAST GIVEN WELL, BUT, THOU HAST RECEIVED WELL. SO, HE RECEIVES WHO GIVES, AND HE GIVES WHO RECEIVES. "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS PITY AND SHOW MERCY."[1] "BUT THE MILD SHALL BE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH, AND THE INNOCENT SHALL BE LEFT IN IT. BUT THE TRANSGRESSORS SHALL BE EXTIRPATED FROM IT."[2] AND HOMER SEEMS TO ME TO HAVE SAID PROPHETICALLY OF THE FAITHFUL, "GIVE TO THY FRIEND." AND AN ENEMY MUST BE AIDED, THAT HE MAY NOT CONTINUE AN ENEMY. FOR BY HELP GOOD FEELING IS COMPACTED, AND ENMITY DISSOLVED. "BUT IF THERE BE PRESENT READINESS OF MIND, ACCORDING TO WHAT A MAN HATH IT IS ACCEPTABLE, AND NOT ACCORDING TO WHAT HE HATH NOT: FOR IT IS NOT THAT THERE BE EASE TO OTHERS, BUT TRIBULATION TO YOU, BUT OF EQUALITY AT THE PRESENT TIME," AND SO FORTH.[3] "HE HATH DISPERSED, HE HATH GIVEN TO THE POOR; HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURETH FOR EVER," THE SCRIPTURE SAYS.[4] FOR CONFORMITY WITH THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS IS NOT MEANT OF THE BODY (FOR IT WERE WRONG FOR WHAT IS MORTAL TO BE MADE LIKE WHAT IS IMMORTAL), BUT IN MIND AND REASON, ON WHICH FITLY THE LORD IMPRESSES THE SEAL OF LIKENESS, BOTH IN RESPECT OF DOING GOOD AND OF EXERCISING RULE. FOR GOVERNMENTS ARE DIRECTED NOT BY CORPOREAL QUALITIES, BUT BY JUDGMENTS OF THE MIND. FOR BY THE COUNSELS OF HOLY MEN STATES ARE MANAGED WELL, AND THE HOUSEHOLD ALSO. 
CHAP. XX. --THE TRUE GNOSTIC EXERCISES PATIENCE AND SELF-RESTRAINT. 
ENDURANCE ALSO ITSELF FORCES ITS WAY TO THE DIVINE LIKENESS, REAPING AS ITS FRUIT IMPASSIBILITY. THROUGH PATIENCE, IF WHAT IS RELATED OF ANANIAS BE KEPT IN MIND; WHO BELONGED TO A NUMBER, OF WHOM DANIEL THE PROPHET, FILLED WITH DIVINE FAITH, WAS ONE. DANIEL DWELT AT BABYLON, AS LOT AT SODOM, AND ABRAHAM, WHO A LITTLE AFTER BECAME THE FRIEND OF GOD, IN THE LAND OF CHALDEA. THE KING OF THE BABYLONIANS LET DANIEL DOWN INTO A PIT FULL OF WILD BEASTS; THE KING OF ALL, THE FAITHFUL LORD, TOOK HIM UP UNHARMED. SUCH PATIENCE WILL THE GNOSTIC, AS A GNOSTIC, POSSESS. HE WILL BLESS WHEN UNDER TRIAL, LIKE THE NOBLE JOB; LIKE JONAS, WHEN SWALLOWED UP BY THE WHALE, HE WILL PRAY, AND FAITH WILL RESTORE HIM TO PROPHESY TO THE NINEVITES; AND THOUGH SHUT UP WITH LIONS, HE WILL TAME THE WILD BEASTS; THOUGH CAST INTO THE FIRE, HE WILL BE BESPRINKLED WITH DEW, BUT NOT CONSUMED. HE WILL GIVE HIS TESTIMONY BY NIGHT; HE WILL TESTIFY BY DAY; BY WORD, BY LIFE, BY CONDUCT, HE WILL TESTIFY. DWELLING WITH THE LORD? HE WILL CONTINUE HIS FAMILIAR FRIEND, SHARING THE SAME HEARTH ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT; PURE IN THE FLESH, PURE IN HEART, SANCTIFIED IN WORD. "THE WORLD," IT IS SAID, "IS CRUCIFIED TO HIM, AND HE TO THE WORLD."[6] HE, BEARING ABOUT THE CROSS OF THE SAVIOR, WILL FOLLOW THE LORD'S FOOTSTEPS, AS GOD, HAVING BECOME HOLY OF HOLIES. THE DIVINE LAW, THEN, WHILE KEEPING IN MIND ALL VIRTUE, TRAINS MAN ESPECIALLY TO SELF-RESTRAINT, LAYING THIS AS THE FOUNDATION OF THE VIRTUES; AND DISCIPLINES US BEFOREHAND TO THE ATTAINMENT OF SELF- RESTRAINT BY FORBIDDING US TO PARTAKE OF SUCH THINGS AS ARE BY NATURE FAT, AS THE BREED OF SWINE, WHICH IS FULL-FLESHED. FOR SUCH A USE IS ASSIGNED TO EPICURES. IT IS ACCORDINGLY SAID THAT ONE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, GIVING THE ETYMOLOGY OF US (SOW), SAID THAT IT WAS QUS, AS BEING FIT ONLY FOR SLAUGHTER (QUSIN) AND KILLING; FOR LIFE WAS GIVEN TO THIS ANIMAL FOR NO OTHER PURPOSE THAN THAT IT MIGHT SWELL IN FLESH. SIMILARLY, REPRESSING OUR DESIRES, IT FORBADE PARTAKING OF FISHES WHICH HAVE NEITHER FINS NOR SCALES; FOR THESE SURPASS OTHER FISHES IN FLESHINESS AND FATNESS. FROM-THIS IT WAS, IN MY OPINION, THAT THE MYSTERIES NOT ONLY PROHIBITED TOUCHING CERTAIN ANIMALS, BUT ALSO WITHDREW CERTAIN PARTS OF THOSE SLAIN IN SACRIFICE, FOR REASONS WHICH ARE KNOWN TO THE INITIATED. IF, THEN, WE ARE TO EXERCISE CONTROL OVER THE BELLY, AND WHAT IS BELOW THE BELLY, IT IS CLEAR THAT WE HAVE OF OLD HEARD FROM THE LORD THAT WE ARE TO CHECK LUST BY THE LAW. AND THIS WILL BE COMPLETELY AFFECTED, IF WE UNFEIGNEDLY CONDEMN WHAT IS THE FUEL OF LUST: I MEAN PLEASURE. NOW THEY SAY THAT THE IDEA OF IT IS A GENTLE AND BLAND EXCITEMENT, ACCOMPANIED WITH SOME SENSATION. ENTHRALLED BY THIS, MENELAUS, THEY SAY, AFTER THE CAPTURE OF TROY, HAVING RUSHED TO PUT HELEN TO DEATH, AS HAVING BEEN THE CAUSE OF SUCH CALAMITIES, WAS NEVERTHELESS NOT ABLE TO EFFECT IT, BEING SUBDUED BY HER BEAUTY, WHICH MADE HIM THINK OF PLEASURE. WHENCE THE TRAGEDIANS, JEERING, EXCLAIMED INSULTINGLY AGAINST HIM: "BUT THOU, WHEN ON HER BREAST THOU LOOKEDST, THY SWORD DIDST CAST AWAY, AND WITH A KISS THE TRAITRESS, EVER-BEAUTEOUS WRETCH,[7] THOU DIDST EMBRACE." AND AGAIN: "WAS THE SWORD THEN BY BEAUTY BLUNTED?" AND I AGREE WITH ANTISTHENES WHEN HE SAYS, "COULD I CATCH APHRODITE, I WOULD SHOOT HER; FOR SHE HAS DESTROYED MANY OF OUR BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD WOMEN." AND HE SAYS THAT "LOVE[1] IS A VICE OF NATURE, AND THE WRETCHES WHO FALL UNDER ITS POWER CALL THE DISEASE A DEITY." FOR IN THESE WORDS IT IS SHOWN THAT STUPID PEOPLE ARE OVERCOME FROM IGNORANCE OF PLEASURE, TO WHICH WE OUGHT TO GIVE NO ADMITTANCE, EVEN THOUGH IT BE CALLED A GOD, THAT IS, THOUGH IT BE GIVEN BY GOD FOR THE NECESSITY OF PROCREATION. AND XENOPHON, EXPRESSLY CALLING PLEASURE A VICE, SAYS: "WRETCH, WHAT GOOD DOST THOU KNOW, OR WHAT HONORABLE AIM HAST THOU? WHICH DOES NOT EVEN WAIT FOR THE APPETITE FOR SWEET THINGS, EATING BEFORE BEING HUNGRY, DRINKING BEFORE BEING THIRSTY; AND THAT THOU MAYEST EAT PLEASANTLY, SEEKING OUT FINE COOKS; AND THAT THOU MAYEST DRINK PLEASANTLY, PROCURING COSTLY WINES; AND IN SUMMER RUNNEST ABOUT SEEKING SNOW; AND THAT THOU MAYEST SLEEP PLEASANTLY, NOT ONLY PROVIDEST SOFT BEDS, BUT ALSO SUPPORTS[2] TO THE COUCHES." WHENCE, AS ARISTO SAID, "AGAINST THE WHOLE TETRACHORD OF PLEASURE, PAIN, FEAR, AND LUST, THERE IS NEED OF MUCH EXERCISE AND STRUGGLE." "FOR IT IS THESE, IT IS THESE THAT GO THROUGH OUR BOWELS, AND THROW INTO DISORDER MEN'S HEARTS." "FOR THE MINDS OF THOSE EVEN WHO ARE DEEMED GRAVE, PLEASURE MAKES WAXEN," ACCORDING TO PLATO; SINCE "EACH PLEASURE AND PAIN NAILS TO THE BODY THE SOUL" OF THE MAN, THAT DOES NOT SEVER AND CRUCIFY HIMSELF FROM THE PASSIONS. "HE THAT LOSES HIS LIFE," SAYS THE LORD, "SHALL SAVE IT;" EITHER GIVING IT UP BY EXPOSING IT TO DANGER FOR THE LORD'S SAKE, AS HE DID FOR US, OR LOOSING IT FROM FELLOWSHIP WITH ITS HABITUAL LIFE. FOR IF YOU WOULD LOOSE, AND WITHDRAW, AND SEPARATE (FOR THIS IS WHAT THE CROSS MEANS) YOUR SOUL FROM THE DELIGHT AND PLEASURE THAT IS IN THIS LIFE, YOU WILL POSSESS IT, FOUND AND RESTING IN THE LOOKED-FOR HOPE. AND THIS WOULD BE THE EXERCISE OF DEATH, IF WE WOULD BE CONTENT WITH THOSE DESIRES WHICH ARE MEASURED ACCORDING TO NATURE ALONE, WHICH DO NOT PASS THE LIMIT OF THOSE WHICH ARE IN ACCORDANCE WITH NATURE--BY GOING TO EXCESS, OR GOING AGAINST NATURE--IN WHICH THE POSSIBILITY OF SINNING ARISES. "WE MUST THEREFORE PUT ON THE PANOPLY OF GOD, THAT WE MAY BE ABLE TO STAND AGAINST THE WILES OF THE DEVIL; SINCE THE WEAPONS OF OUR WAR FIRE ARE NOT CARNAL, BUT MIGHTY THROUGH GOD TO THE PULLING DOWN OF STRONGHOLDS, CASTING DOWN REASONINGS, AND EVERY LOFTY THING WHICH EXALTETH ITSELF AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, AND BRINGING EVERY THOUGHT INTO CAPTIVITY UNTO THE OBEDIENCE OF CHRIST,"[3] SAYS THE DIVINE APOSTLE. THERE IS NEED OF A MAN WHO SHALL USE IN A PRAISEWORTHY AND DISCRIMINATING MANNER THE THINGS FROM WHICH PASSIONS TAKE THEIR RISE, AS RICHES AND POVERTY, HONOR AND DISHONOR, HEALTH AND SICKNESS, LIFE AND DEATH, TOIL AND PLEASURE. FOR, IN ORDER THAT WE MAY TREAT THINGS, THAT ARE DIFFERENT, INDIFFERENTLY, THERE IS NEED OF A GREAT DIFFERENCE IN US, AS HAVING BEEN PREVIOUSLY AFFLICTED WITH MUCH FEEBLENESS, AND IN THE DISTORTION OF A BAD TRAINING AND NURTURE IGNORANTLY INDULGED OURSELVES. THE SIMPLE WORD, THEN, OF OUR PHILOSOPHY DECLARES THE PASSIONS TO BE IMPRESSIONS ON THE SOUL THAT IS SOFT AND YIELDING, AND, AS IT WERE, THE SIGNATURES OF THE SPIRITUAL POWERS WITH WHOM WE HAVE TO STRAGGLE. FOR IT IS THE BUSINESS, IN MY OPINION, OF THE MALEFICENT POWERS TO ENDEAVOR TO PRODUCE SOMEWHAT OF THEIR OWN CONSTITUTION IN EVERYTHING, SO AS TO OVERCOME AND MAKE THEIR OWN THOSE WHO HAVE RENOUNCED THEM. AND IT FOLLOWS, AS MIGHT BE EXPECTED, THAT SOME ARE WORSTED; BUT IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO ENGAGE IN THE CONTEST WITH MORE ATHLETIC ENERGY, THE POWERS MENTIONED ABOVE, AFTER CARRYING ON THE CONFLICT IN ALL FORMS, AND ADVANCING EVEN AS FAR AS THE CROWN WADING IN GORE, DECLINE THE BATTLE, AND ADMIRE THE VICTORS. FOR OF OBJECTS THAT ARE MOVED, SOME ARE MOVED BY IMPULSE AND APPEARANCE, AS ANIMALS; AND SOME BY TRANSPOSITION, AS INANIMATE OBJECTS. AND OF THINGS WITHOUT LIFE, PLANTS, THEY SAY, ARE MOVED BY TRANSPOSITION IN ORDER TO GROWTH, IF WE WILL CONCEDE TO THEM THAT PLANTS ARE WITHOUT LIFE. TO STONES, THEN, BELONGS A PERMANENT STATE. PLANTS HAVE A NATURE; AND THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS POSSESS IMPULSE AND PERCEPTION, AND LIKEWISE THE TWO CHARACTERISTICS ALREADY SPECIFIED.[4] BUT THE REASONING FACULTY, BEING PECULIAR TO THE HUMAN SOUL, OUGHT NOT TO BE IMPELLED SIMILARLY WITH THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, BUT OUGHT TO DISCRIMINATE APPEARANCES, AND NOT TO BE CARRIED AWAY BY THEM. THE POWERS, THEN, OF WHICH WE HAVE SPOKEN HOLD OUT BEAUTIFUL SIGHTS, AND HONORS, AND ADULTERIES, AND PLEASURES, AND SUCH LIKE ALLURING PHANTASIES BEFORE FACILE SPIRITS; AS THOSE WHO DRIVE AWAY CATTLE HOLD, OUT BRANCHES TO THEM. THEN, HAVING BEGUILED THOSE, INCAPABLE OF DISTINGUISHING THE TRUE FROM THE FALSE PLEASURE, AND THE FADING AND MERETRICIOUS FROM THE HOLY BEAUTY, THEY LEAD THEM INTO SLAVERY. AND EACH DECEIT, BY PRESSING CONSTANTLY ON THE SPIRIT, IMPRESSES ITS IMAGE ON IT; AND THE SOUL UNWITTINGLY CARRIES ABOUT THE IMAGE OF THE PASSION, WHICH TAKES ITS RISE FROM THE BAIT AND OUR CONSENT. THE ADHERENTS OF BASILIDES ARE IN THE HABIT OF CALLING THE PASSIONS APPENDAGES: SAYING THAT THESE ARE IN ESSENCE CERTAIN SPIRITS ATTACHED TO THE RATIONAL SOUL, THROUGH SOME ORIGINAL PERTURBATION AND CONFUSION; AND THAT, AGAIN, OTHER BASTARD AND HETEROGENEOUS NATURES OF SPIRITS GROW ON TO THEM, LIKE THAT OF THE WOLF, THE APE, THE LION, THE GOAT, WHOSE PROPERTIES SHOWING THEMSELVES AROUND THE SOUL, THEY SAY, ASSIMILATE THE LUSTS OF THE SOUL TO THE LIKENESS OF THE ANIMALS. FOR THEY IMITATE THE ACTIONS OF THOSE WHOSE PROPERTIES THEY BEAR. AND NOT ONLY ARE THEY ASSOCIATED WITH THE IMPULSES AND PERCEPTIONS OF THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, BUT THEY AFFECT[1] THE MOTIONS AND THE BEAUTIES OF PLANTS, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR BEARING ALSO THE PROPERTIES OF PLANTS ATTACHED TO THEM. THEY HAVE ALSO THE PROPERTIES OF A PARTICULAR STATE, AS THE HARDNESS OF STEEL. BUT AGAINST THIS DOGMA WE SHALL ARGUE SUBSEQUENTLY, WHEN WE TREAT OF THE SOUL. AT PRESENT THIS ONLY NEEDS TO BE POINTED OUT, THAT MAN, ACCORDING TO BASILIDES, PRESERVES THE APPEARANCE OF A WOODEN HORSE, ACCORDING TO THE POETIC MYTH, EMBRACING AS HE DOES IN ONE BODY A HOST OF SUCH DIFFERENT SPIRITS. ACCORDINGLY, BASILIDES' SON HIMSELF, ISIDORUS, IN HIS BOOK, ABOUT THE SOUL ATTACHED TO US, WHILE AGREEING IN THE DOGMA, AS IF CONDEMNING HIMSELF, WRITES IN THESE WORDS: "FOR IF I PERSUADE ANY ONE THAT THE SOUL IS UNDIVIDED, AND THAT THE PASSIONS OF THE WICKED ARE OCCASIONED BY THE VIOLENCE OF THE APPENDAGES, THE WORTHLESS AMONG MEN WILL HAVE NO SLIGHT PRETENSE FOR SAYING,' I WAS COMPELLED, I WAS CARRIED AWAY, I DID IT AGAINST MY WILL, I ACTED UNWILLINGLY;' THOUGH HE HIMSELF LED THE DESIRE OF EVIL THINGS, AND DID NOT FIGHT AGAINST THE ASSAULTS OF THE APPENDAGES. BUT WE MUST, BY ACQUIRING SUPERIORITY IN THE RATIONAL PART, SHOW OURSELVES MASTERS OF THE INFERIOR CREATION IN US." FOR HE TOO LAYS DOWN THE HYPOTHESIS OF TWO SOULS IN US, LIKE THE PYTHAGOREANS, AT WHOM WE SHALL GLANCE AFTERWARDS. VALENTINUS TOO, IN A LETTER TO CERTAIN PEOPLE, WRITES IN THESE VERY WORDS RESPECTING THE APPENDAGES: "THERE IS ONE GOOD, BY WHOSE PRESENCE[2] IS THE MANIFESTATION, WHICH IS BY THE SON, AND BY HIM ALONE CAN THE HEART BECOME PURE, BY THE EXPULSION OF EVERY EVIL SPIRIT FROM THE HEART: FOR THE MULTITUDE OF SPIRITS DWELLING IN IT DO NOT SUFFER IT TO BE PURE; BUT EACH OF THEM PERFORMS HIS OWN DEEDS, INSULTING IT OFT WITH UNSEEMLY LUSTS. AND THE HEART SEEMS TO BE TREATED SOMEWHAT LIKE A CARAVANSERAI. FOR THE LATTER HAS HOLES AND RUTS MADE IN IT, AND IS OFTEN FILLED WITH DUNG; MEN LIVING FILTHILY IN IT, AND TAKING NO CARE FOR THE PLACE AS BELONGING TO OTHERS. SO, FARES IT WITH THE HEART AS LONG AS THERE IS NO THOUGHT TAKEN FOR IT, BEING UNCLEAN, AND THE ABODE OF MANY DEMONS. BUT WHEN THE ONLY GOOD FATHER VISITS IT, IT IS SANCTIFIED, AND GLEAMS WITH LIGHT. AND HE WHO POSSESSES SUCH A HEART IS SO BLESSED, THAT "HE SHALL SEE GOD."[3] WHAT, THEN, LET THEM TELL US, IS THE CAUSE OF SUCH A SOUL NOT BEING CARED FOR FROM THE BEGINNING? EITHER THAT IT IS NOT WORTHY (AND SOMEHOW A CARE FOR IT COMES TO IT AS FROM REPENTANCE), OR IT IS A SAVED NATURE, AS HE WOULD HAVE IT; AND THIS, OF NECESSITY, FROM THE BEGINNING, BEING CARED FOR BY REASON OF ITS AFFINITY, AFFORDED NO ENTRANCE TO THE IMPURE SPIRITS, UNLESS BY BEING FORCED AND FOUND FEEBLE. FOR WERE HE TO GRANT THAT ON REPENTANCE IT PREFERRED WHAT WAS BETTER, HE WILL SAY THIS UNWILLINGLY, BEING WHAT THE TRUTH WE HOLD TEACHES; NAMELY, THAT SALVATION IS FROM A CHANGE DUE TO OBEDIENCE, BUT NOT FROM NATURE. FOR AS THE EXHALATIONS WHICH ARISE FROM THE EARTH, AND FROM MARSHES, GATHER INTO MISTS AND CLOUDY MASSES; SO, THE VAPORS OF FLESHLY LUSTS BRING ON THE SOUL AN EVIL CONDITION, SCATTERING ABOUT THE IDOLS OF PLEASURE BEFORE THE SOUL. ACCORDINGLY, THEY SPREAD DARKNESS OVER THE LIGHT OF INTELLIGENCE, THE SPIRIT ATTRACTING THE EXHALATIONS THAT ARISE FROM LUST, AND THICKENING THE MASSES OF THE PASSIONS BY PERSISTENCY IN PLEASURES. GOLD IS NOT TAKEN FROM THE EARTH IN THE LUMP, BUT IS PURIFIED BY SMELTING; THEN, WHEN MADE PURE. IT IS CALLED GOLD; THE EARTH BEING PURIFIED. FOR "ASK, AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN YOU,"[4] IT IS SAID TO THOSE WHO ARE ABLE OF THEMSELVES TO CHOOSE WHAT IS BEST. AND HOW WE SAY THAT THE POWERS OF THE DEVIL, AND THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS, SOW INTO THE SINNER'S SOUL, REQUIRES NO MORE WORDS FROM ME, ON ADDUCING AS A WITNESS THE APOSTOLIC BARNABAS (AND HE WAS ONE OF THE SEVENTY? AND A FELLOW-WORKER OF PAUL), WHO SPEAKS IN THESE WORDS: "BEFORE WE BELIEVED IN GOD, THE DWELLING-PLACE OF OUR HEART WAS UNSTABLE, TRULY A TEMPLE BUILT WITH HANDS. FOR IT WAS FULL OF IDOLATRY, AND WAS A HOUSE OF DEMONS, THROUGH DOING WHAT WAS OPPOSED TO GOD."[6] HE SAYS, THEN, THAT SINNERS EXERCISE ACTIVITIES APPROPRIATE TO DEMONS; BUT HE DOES NOT SAY THAT THE SPIRITS THEMSELVES DWELL IN THE SOUL OF THE UNBELIEVER. WHEREFORE HE ALSO ADDS, "SEE THAT THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD BE GLORIOUSLY BUILT. LEARN, HAVING RECEIVED REMISSION OF SINS; AND HAVING SET OUR HOPE ON THE NAME, LET US BECOME NEW, CREATED AGAIN FROM THE BEGINNING." FOR WHAT HE SAYS IS NOT THAT DEMONS ARE DRIVEN OUT OF US, BUT THAT THE SINS WHICH LIKE THEM WE COMMIT BEFORE BELIEVING ARE REMITTED. RIGHTLY THUS HE PUTS IN OPPOSITION WHAT FOLLOWS: "WHEREFORE GOD TRULY DWELLS IN OUR HOME. HE DWELLS IN US. HOW? THE WORD OF HIS FAITH, THE CALLING OF HIS PROMISE, THE WISDOM OF HIS STATUTES, THE COMMANDMENTS OF HIS COMMUNICATION, [DWELL IN US]." "I KNOW THAT I HAVE COME UPON A HERESY; AND ITS CHIEF WAS WONT TO SAY THAT HE FOUGHT WITH PLEASURE BY PLEASURE, THIS WORTHY GNOSTIC ADVANCING ON PLEASURE IN REIGNED COMBAT, FOR HE SAID HE WAS A GNOSTIC; SINCE HE SAID IT WAS NO GREAT THING FOR A MAN THAT HAD NOT TRIED PLEASURE TO ABSTAIN FROM IT, BUT FOR ONE WHO HAD MIXED IN IT NOT TO BE OVERCOME [WAS SOMETHING]; AND THAT THEREFORE BY MEANS OF IT HE TRAINED HIMSELF IN IT. THE WRETCHED MAN KNEW NOT THAT HE WAS DECEIVING HIMSELF BY THE ARTFULNESS OF VOLUPTUOUSNESS. TO THIS OPINION, THEN, MANIFESTLY ARISTIPPUS THE CYRENIAN ADHERED--THAT OF THE SOPHIST WHO BOASTED OF THE TRUTH. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN REPROACHED FOR CONTINUALLY COHABITING WITH THE CORINTHIAN COURTESAN, HE SAID, "I POSSESS LAIS, AND AM NOT POSSESSED BY HER." SUCH ALSO ARE THOSE (WHO SAY THAT THEY FOLLOW NICOLAUS, QUOTING AN ADAGE OF THE MAN, WHICH THEY PERVERT,[1] "THAT THE FLESH MUST BE ABUSED." BUT THE WORTHY MAN SHOWED THAT IT WAS NECESSARY TO CHECK PLEASURES AND LUSTS, AND BY SUCH TRAINING TO WASTE AWAY THE IMPULSES AND PROPENSITIES OF THE FLESH. BUT THEY, ABANDONING THEMSELVES TO PLEASURE LIKE GOATS, AS IF INSULTING THE BODY, LEAD A LIFE OF SELF-INDULGENCE; NOT KNOWING THAT THE BODY IS WASTED, BEING BY NATURE SUBJECT TO DISSOLUTION; WHILE THEIR SOUL IS BUFFED IN THE MIRE OF VICE; FOLLOWING AS THEY DO THE TEACHING OF PLEASURE ITSELF, NOT OF THE APOSTOLIC MAN. FOR IN WHAT DO THEY DIFFER FROM SARDANAPALUS, WHOSE LIFE IS SHOWN IN THE EPIGRAM: "I HAVE WHAT I ATE--WHAT I ENJOYED WANTONLY; AND THE PLEASURES I FELT IN LOVE. BUT THOSE MANY OBJECTS OF HAPPINESS ARE LEFT, FOR I TOO AM DUST, WHO RULED GREAT NINUS." FOR THE FEELING OF PLEASURE IS NOT AT ALL A NECESSITY, BUT THE ACCOMPANIMENT OF CERTAIN NATURAL NEEDS--HUNGER, THIRST, COLD, MARRIAGE. IF, THEN, IT WAS POSSIBLE TO DRINK WITHOUT IT, OR TAKE FOOD, OR BEGET CHILDREN, NO OTHER NEED OF IT COULD BE SHOWN. FOR PLEASURE IS NEITHER A FUNCTION, NOR A STATE, NOR ANY PART OF US; BUT HAS BEEN INTRODUCED INTO LIFE AS AN AUXILIARY, AS THEY SAY SALT WAS TO SEASON FOOD. BUT WHEN IT CASTS OFF RESTRAINT AND RULES THE HOUSE, IT GENERATES FIRST CONCUPISCENCE, WHICH IS AN IRRATIONAL PROPENSION AND IMPULSE TOWARDS THAT WHICH GRATIFIES IT; AND IT INDUCED EPICURUS TO LAY DOWN PLEASURE AS THE AIM OF THE PHILOSOPHER. ACCORDINGLY, HE DEIFIES A SOUND CONDITION OF BODY, AND THE CERTAIN HOPE RESPECTING IT. FOR WHAT ELSE IS LUXURY THAN THE VOLUPTUOUS GLUTTONY AND THE SUPERFLUOUS ABUNDANCE OF THOSE WHO ARE ABANDONED TO SELF-INDULGENCE? DIOGENES WRITES SIGNIFICANTLY IN A TRAGEDY: "WHO TO THE PLEASURES OF EFFEMINATE AND FILTHY LUXURY ATTACHED IN HEART, WISH NOT TO UNDERGO THE SLIGHTEST TOIL." AND WHAT FOLLOWS, EXPRESSED INDEED IN FOUL LANGUAGE, BUT IN A MANNER WORTHY OF THE VOLUPTUARIES. WHEREFORE THE DIVINE LAW APPEARS TO ME NECESSARILY TO MENACE WITH FEAR, THAT, BY CAUTION AND ATTENTION, THE PHILOSOPHER MAY ACQUIRE AND RETAIN ABSENCE OF ANXIETY, CONTINUING WITHOUT FALL AND WITHOUT SIN IN ALL THINGS. FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM ARE NOT OTHERWISE WON, THEN BY CEASELESS AND UNYIELDING STRUGGLES WITH OUR LUSTS. FOR THESE STOUT AND OLYMPIC ANTAGONISTS ARE KEENER THAN WASPS, SO TO SPEAK; AND PLEASURE ESPECIALLY, NOT BY DAY ONLY, BUT BY NIGHT, IS IN DREAMS WITH WITCHCRAFT ENSNARINGLY PLOTTING AND BITING. HOW, THEN, CAN THE GREEKS ANY MORE BE RIGHT IN RUNNING DOWN THE LAW, WHEN THEY THEMSELVES TEACH THAT PLEASURE IS THE SLAVE OF FEAR? SOCRATES ACCORDINGLY BIDS "PEOPLE GUARD AGAINST ENTICEMENTS TO EAT WHEN THEY ARE NOT HUNGRY, AND TO DRINK WHEN NOT THIRSTY, AND THE GLANCES AND KISSES OF THE FAIR, AS FITTED TO INJECT A DEADLIER POISON THAN THAT OF SCORPIONS AND SPIDERS." AND ANTISTHENES CHOSE RATHER "TO BE DEMENTED THAN DELIGHTED." AND THE THEBAN CRATES SAYS: "MASTER THESE, EXULTING IN THE DISPOSITION OF THE SOUL, VANQUISHED NEITHER BY GOLD NOR BY LANGUISHING LOVE, NOR ARE THEY ANY LONGER ATTENDANTS TO THE WANTON." AND AT LENGTH INFERS: "THOSE, UNENSLAVED AND UNBENDED BY SERVILE PLEASURE, LOVE THE IMMORTAL KINGDOM AND FREEDOM." HE WRITES EXPRESSLY, IN OTHER WORDS, "THAT THE STOP[2] TO THE UNBRIDLED PROPENSITY TO AMOROUSNESS IS HUNGER OR A HALTER." AND THE COMIC POETS ATTEST, WHILE THEY DEPRECIATE THE TEACHING OF ZENO THE STOIC, TO BE TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT: "FOR HE PHILOSOPHIZES A VAIN PHILOSOPHY: HE TEACHES TO WANT FOOD, AND GETS PUPILS ONE LOAF, AND FOR SEASONING A DRY FIG, AND TO DRINK WATER." ALL THESE, THEN, ARE NOT ASHAMED CLEARLY TO CONFESS THE ADVANTAGE WHICH ACCRUES FROM CAUTION. AND THE WISDOM WHICH IS TRITE AND NOT CONTRARY TO REASON, TRUSTING NOT IN MERE WORDS AND ORACULAR UTTERANCES, BUT IN INVULNERABLE ARMOR OF DEFENSE AND ENERGETIC MYSTERIES, AND DEVOTING ITSELF TO DIVINE COMMANDS, AND EXERCISE, AND PRACTICE, RECEIVES A DIVINE POWER ACCORDING TO ITS INSPIRATION FROM THE WORD. ALREADY, THEN, THE AEGIS OF THE POETIC JOVE IS DESCRIBED A "DREADFUL, CROWNED ALL AROUND BY TERROR, AND ON ITS STRIFE AND PROWESS, AND CHILLING ROUT; ON IT, TOO, THE GORGON'S HEAD, DREAD MONSTER, TERRIBLE, DIRE, THE SIGN OF AEGIS-BEARING JOVE."[1] BUT TO THOSE, WHO ARE ABLE RIGHTLY TO UNDERSTAND SALVATION, I KNOW NOT WHAT WILL APPEAR DEARER THAN THE GRAVITY OF THE LAW, AND REVERENCE, WHICH IS ITS DAUGHTER. FOR WHEN ONE IS SAID TO PITCH TOO HIGH, AS ALSO THE LORD SAYS, WITH REFERENCE TO CERTAIN; SO THAT SOME OF THOSE WHOSE DESIRES ARE TOWARDS HIM MAY NOT SING OUT OF PITCH AND TUNE, I DO NOT UNDERSTAND IT AS PITCHING TOO HIGH IN REALITY, BUT ONLY AS SPOKEN WITH REFERENCE TO SUCH AS WILL NOT TAKE UP THE DIVINE YOKE. FOR TO THOSE, WHO ARE UNSTRUNG AND FEEBLE, WHAT IS MEDIUM SEEMS TOO HIGH; AND TO THOSE, WHO ARE UNRIGHTEOUS, WHAT BEFALLS THEM SEEMS SEVERE JUSTICE. FOR THOSE, WHO, ON ACCOUNT OF THE FAVOR THEY ENTERTAIN FOR SINS, ARE PRONE TO PARDON, SUPPOSE TRUTH TO BE HARSHNESS, AND SEVERITY TO BE SAVAGENESS, AND HIM WHO DOES NOT SIN WITH THEM, AND IS NOT DRAGGED WITH THEM, TO BE PITILESS. TRAGEDY WRITES THEREFORE WELL OF PLUTO: "AND TO WHAT SORT OF A DEITY WILT THOU COME,[2] DOST THOU ASK, WHO KNOWS NEITHER CLEMENCY NOR FAVOR, BUT LOVES BARE JUSTICE ALONE." FOR ALTHOUGH YOU ARE NOT YET ABLE TO DO THE THINGS ENJOINED BY THE LAW, YET, CONSIDERING THAT THE NOBLEST EXAMPLES ARE SET BEFORE US IN IT, WE ARE ABLE TO NOURISH AND INCREASE THE LOVE OF LIBERTY; AND SO WE SHALL PROFIT MORE EAGERLY AS FAR AS WE CAN, INVITING SOME THINGS, IMITATING SOME THINGS, AND FEARING OTHERS. FOR THUS THE RIGHTEOUS OF THE OLDEN TIME, WHO LIVED ACCORDING TO THE LAW, "WERE NOT FROM A STORIED OAK, OR FROM A ROCK;" BECAUSE THEY WISH TO PHILOSOPHIZE TRULY, TOOK AND DEVOTED THEMSELVES ENTIRELY TO GOD, AND WERE CLASSIFIED UNDER FAITH. ZENO SAID WELL OF THE INDIANS, THAT HE WOULD RATHER HAVE SEEN ONE INDIAN ROASTED, THAN HAVE LEARNED THE WHOLE OF THE ARGUMENTS ABOUT BEARING PAIN. BUT WE HAVE EXHIBITED BEFORE OUR EYES EVERY DAY ABUNDANT SOURCES OF MARTYRS THAT ARE BURNT, IMPALED, BEHEADED. ALL THESE THE FEAR INSPIRED BY THE LAW, LEADING AS A PEDAGOGUE TO CHRIST, TRAINED SO AS TO MANIFEST THEIR PIETY BY THEIR BLOOD. "GOD STOOD IN THE CONGREGATION OF THE GODS; HE JUDGETH IN THE MIDST OF THE GODS."[3] WHO ARE THEY? THOSE THAT ARE SUPERIOR TO PLEASURE, WHO RISE ABOVE THE PASSIONS, WHO KNOW WHAT THEY DO--THE GNOSTICS, WHO ARE GREATER THAN THE WORLD. "I SAID, YE ARE GODS; AND ALL SONS OF THE HIGHEST." TO WHOM SPEAKS THE LORD? TO THOSE WHO REJECT AS FAR AS POSSIBLE ALL THAT IS OF MAN. AND THE APOSTLE SAYS, "FOR YE ARE NOT ANY LONGER IN THE FLESH, BUT IN THE SPIRIT."[5] AND AGAIN HE SAYS, "THOUGH IN THE FLESH, WE DO NOT WAR AFTER THE FLESH."[6] "FOR FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD, NEITHER DOTH CORRUPTION INHERIT INCORRUPTION."[7] "LO, YE SHALL DIE LIKE MEN," THE SPIRIT HAS SAID, CONFUTING US. WE MUST THEN EXERCISE OURSELVES IN TAKING CARE ABOUT THOSE THINGS WHICH FALL UNDER THE POWER OF THE PASSIONS, FLEEING LIKE THOSE WHO ARE TRULY PHILOSOPHERS SUCH ARTICLES OF FOOD AS EXCITE LUST, AND DISSOLUTE LICENTIOUSNESS IN CHAMBERING AND LUXURY; AND THE SENSATIONS THAT TEND TO LUXURY, WHICH ARE A SOLID REWARD TO OTHERS, MUST NO LONGER BE SO TO US. FOR GOD'S GREATEST GIFT IS SELF-RESTRAINT. FOR HE HIMSELF HAS SAID, "I WILL NEVER LEAVE THEE, NOR FORSAKE THEE,"[8] AS HAVING JUDGED THEE WORTHY ACCORDING TO THE TRUE ELECTION. THUS, THEN, WHILE WE ATTEMPT PIOUSLY TO ADVANCE, WE SHALL HAVE PUT ON US THE MILD YOKE OF THE LORD FROM FAITH TO FAITH, ONE CHARIOTEER DRIVING EACH OF US ONWARD TO SALVATION, THAT THE MEET FRUIT OF BEATITUDE MAY BE WON. "EXERCISE IS" ACCORDING TO HIPPOCRATES OF COS, "NOT ONLY THE HEALTH OF THE BODY, BUT OF THE SOUL--FEARLESSNESS OF LABORS--A RAVENOUS APPETITE FOR FOOD." 
CHAP. XXI. --OPINIONS OF VARIOUS PHILOSOPHERS ON THE CHIEF GOOD. 
EPICURUS, IN PLACING HAPPINESS IN NOT BEING HUNGRY, OR THIRSTY, OR COLD, UTTERED THAT GODLIKE WORD, SAYING IMPIOUSLY THAT HE WOULD TIGHT IN THESE POINTS EVEN WITH FATHER JOVE; TEACHING, AS IF IT WERE THE CASE OF PIGS THAT LIVE IN FILTH AND NOT THAT OF RATIONAL PHILOSOPHERS, THAT HAPPINESS WAS VICTORY. FOR OF THOSE THAT ARE RULED BY PLEASURE ARE THE CYRENAICS AND EPICURUS; FOR THESE EXPRESSLY SAID THAT TO LIVE PLEASANTLY WAS THE CHIEF END, AND THAT PLEASURE WAS THE ONLY PERFECT GOOD. EPICURUS ALSO SAYS THAT THE REMOVAL OF PAIN IS PLEASURE; AND SAYS THAT THAT IS TO BE PREFERRED, WHICH FIRST ATTRACTS FROM ITSELF TO ITSELF, BEING, THAT IS, WHOLLY IN MOTION. DINOMACHUS AND CALLIPHO SAID THAT THE CHIEF END WAS FOR ONE TO DO WHAT HE COULD FOR THE ATTAINMENT AND ENJOYMENT OF PLEASURE; AND HIERONYMUS THE PERIPATETIC SAID THE GREAT END WAS TO LIVE UNMOLESTED, AND THAT THE ONLY FINAL GOOD WAS HAPPINESS; AND DIODORUS LIKEWISE, WHO BELONGED TO THE SAME SECT, PRONOUNCES THE END TO BE TO LIVE UNDISTURBED AND WELL. EPICURUS INDEED, AND THE CYRENAICS, SAY THAT PLEASURE IS THE FIRST DUTY; FOR IT IS FOR THE SAKE OF PLEASURE, THEY SAY, THAT VIRTUE WAS INTRODUCED, AND PRODUCED PLEASURE. ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWERS OF CALLIPHON, VIRTUE WAS INTRODUCED FOR THE SAKE OF PLEASURE, BUT THAT SUBSEQUENTLY, ON SEEING ITS OWN BEAUTY, IT MADE ITSELF EQUALLY PRIZED WITH THE FIRST PRINCIPLE, THAT IS, PLEASURE. BUT THE ARISTOTELIANS LAY IT DOWN, THAT TO LIVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH VIRTUE IS THE END, BUT THAT NEITHER HAPPINESS NOR THE END IS REACHED BY EVERY ONE WHO HAS VIRTUE. FOR THE WISE MAN, VEXED AND INVOLVED IN INVOLUNTARY MISCHANCES, AND WISHING GLADLY ON THESE ACCOUNTS TO FLEE FROM LIFE, IS NEITHER FORTUNATE NOR HAPPY. FOR VIRTUE NEEDS TIME; FOR THAT IS NOT ACQUIRED IN ONE DAY WHICH EXISTS [ONLY] IN THE PERFECT MAN SINCE, AS THEY SAY, A CHILD IS NEVER HAPPY. BUT HUMAN LIFE IS A PERFECT TIME, AND THEREFORE HAPPINESS IS COMPLETED BY THE THREE KINDS OF GOOD THINGS. NEITHER, THEN, THE POOR, NOR THE MEAN NOR EVEN THE DISEASED, NOR THE SLAVE, CAN BE ONE OF THEM. AGAIN, ON THE OTHER HAND, ZENO THE STOIC THINKS THE END TO BE LIVING ACCORDING TO VIRTUE; AND, CLEANTHES, LIVING AGREEABLY TO NATURE IN THE FIGHT EXERCISE OF REASON, WHICH HE HELD TO CONSIST OF THE SELECTION OF THINGS ACCORDING TO NATURE. AND ANTIPATRUS, HIS FRIEND, SUPPOSES THE END TO CONSIST IN CHOOSING CONTINUALLY AND UNSWERVINGLY THE THINGS WHICH ARE ACCORDING TO NATURE, AND REJECTING THOSE CONTRARY TO NATURE. ARCHEDAMUS, ON THE OTHER HAND, EXPLAINED THE END TO BE SUCH, THAT IN SELECTING THE GREATEST AND CHIEF THINGS ACCORDING TO NATURE, IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO OVERSTEP IT. IN ADDITION TO THESE, PANICTIUS PRONOUNCED THE END TO BE, TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE MEANS GIVEN TO US BY NATURE. AND FINALLY, POSIDONIUS SAID THAT IT WAS TO LIVE ENGAGED IN CONTEMPLATING THE TRUTH AND ORDER OF THE UNIVERSE, AND FORMING HIMSELF AS HE BEST CAN, IN NOTHING INFLUENCED BY THE IRRATIONAL PART OF HIS SOUL. AND SOME OF THE LATER STOICS DEFINED THE GREAT END TO CONSIST IN LIVING AGREEABLY TO THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN. WHY SHOULD I MENTION ARISTO? HE SAID THAT THE END WAS INDIFFERENCE; BUT WHAT IS INDIFFERENT SIMPLY ABANDONS THE INDIFFERENT. SHALL I BRING FORWARD THE OPINIONS OF HERILLUS? HERILLUS STATES THE END TO BE TO LIVE ACCORDING TO SCIENCE. FOR SOME THINK THAT THE MORE RECENT DISCIPLES OF THE ACADEMY DEFINE THE END TO BE, THE STEADY ABSTRACTION OF THE MIND TO ITS OWN IMPRESSIONS. FURTHER, LYCUS THE PERIPATETIC USED TO SAY THAT THE FINAL END WAS THE TRUE JOY OF THE SOUL; AS LEUCIMUS, THAT IT WAS THE JOY IT HAD IN WHAT WAS GOOD. CRITOLAUS, ALSO A PERIPATETIC, SAID THAT IT WAS THE PERFECTION OF A LIFE FLOWING RIGHTLY ACCORDING TO NATURE, REFERRING TO THE PERFECTION ACCOMPLISHED BY THE THREE KINDS ACCORDING TO TRADITION. WE MUST, HOWEVER, NOT REST SATISFIED WITH THESE, BUT ENDEAVOR AS WE BEST CAN TO ADDUCE THE DOCTRINES LAID DOWN ON THE POINT BY THE NATURALIST; FOR THEY SAY THAT ANAXAGORAS OF CLAZOMENAE AFFIRMED CONTEMPLATION AND THE FREEDOM. FLOWING FROM IT TO BE THE END OF LIFE; HERACLITUS THE EPHESIAN, COMPLACENCY. THE PONTIC HERACLIDES RELATES, THAT PYTHAGORAS TAUGHT THAT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE PERFECTION OF THE NUMBERS[1] I WAS HAPPINESS OF THE SOUL. THE ABDERITES ALSO TEACH THE EXISTENCE OF AN END. DEMOCRITUS, IN HIS WORK ON THE CHIEF END, SAID IT WAS CHEERFULNESS, WHICH HE ALSO CALLED WELL-BEING, AND OFTEN EXCLAIMS, "FOR DELIGHT AND ITS ABSENCE ARE THE BOUNDARY OF THOSE WHO HAVE REACHED FULL AGE;" HECATAEUS, THAT IT WAS SUFFICIENCY TO ONE'S SELF; APOLLODOTUS OF CYZICUM, THAT IT WAS DELECTATION AS NAUSIPHANES, THAT IT WAS UNDAUNTEDNESS,[2] FOR HE SAID THAT IT WAS THIS THAT WAS CALLED BY DEMOCRITUS IMPERTURBABILITY. IN ADDITION TO THESE STILL, DIOTIMUS DECLARED THE END TO BE PERFECTION OF WHAT IS GOOD, WHICH HE SAID WAS TERMED WELL-BEING. AGAIN, ANTISTHENES, THAT IT WAS HUMILITY. AND THOSE CALLED ANNICEREANS, OF THE CYRENAIC SUCCESSION, LAID DOWN NO DEFINITE END FOR THE WHOLE OF LIFE; BUT SAID THAT TO EACH ACTION BELONGED, AS ITS PROPER END, THE PLEASURE ACCRUING FROM THE ACTION. THESE CYRENAICS REJECT EPICURUS' DEFINITION OF PLEASURE, THAT IS THE REMOVAL OF PAIN, CALLING THAT THE CONDITION OF A DEAD MAN; BECAUSE WE REJOICE NOT ONLY ON ACCOUNT OF PLEASURES, BUT COMPANIONSHIPS AND DISTINCTIONS; WHILE EPICURNS THINKS THAT ALL JOY OF THE SOUL ARISES FROM PREVIOUS SENSATIONS OF THE FLESH. METRODORUS, IN HIS BOOK ON THE SOURCE OF HAPPINESS IN OURSELVES BEING GREATER THAN THAT WHICH ARISES FROM OBJECTS, SAYS: WHAT ELSE IS THE GOOD OF THE SOUL BUT THE SOUND STATE OF THE FLESH, AND THE SURE HOPE OF ITS CONTINUANCE? 
CHAP. XXII. --PLATO'S OPINION, THAT THE CHIEF GOOD CONSISTS IN ASSIMILATION TO GOD, AND ITS AGREEMENT WITH SCRIPTURE. 
FURTHER, PLATO THE PHILOSOPHER SAYS THAT THE END IS TWOFOLD: THAT WHICH IS COMMUNICABLE, AND EXISTS FIRST IN THE IDEAL FORMS THEMSELVES, WHICH HE ALSO CALLS "THE GOOD;" AND THAT WHICH PARTAKES OF IT, AND RECEIVES ITS LIKENESS FROM IT, AS IS THE CASE IN THE MEN WHO APPROPRIATE VIRTUE AND TRUE PHILOSOPHY. WHEREFORE ALSO CLEANTHES, IN THE SECOND BOOK, ON PLEASURE, SAYS THAT SOCRATES EVERYWHERE TEACHES THAT THE JUST MAN AND THE HAPPY ARE ONE AND THE SAME, AND EXECRATED THE FIRST MAN WHO SEPARATED THE JUST FROM THE USEFUL, AS HAVING DONE AN IMPIOUS THING. FOR THOSE ARE IN TRUTH IMPIOUS WHO SEPARATE THE USEFUL FROM THAT WHICH IS TIGHT ACCORDING TO THE LAW. PLATO HIMSELF SAYS THAT HAPPINESS (EUDAI- MONIA) IS TO POSSESS RIGHTLY THE DAEMON, AND THAT THE RULING FACULTY OF THE SOUL IS CALLED THE DAEMON; AND HE TERMS HAPPINESS (EUDAIMONIA) THE MOST PERFECT AND COMPLETE GOOD. SOMETIMES HE CALLS IT A CONSISTENT AND HARMONIOUS LIFE, SOMETIMES THE HIGHEST PERFECTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH VIRTUE; AND THIS HE PLACES IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOOD, AND IN LIKENESS TO GOD, DEMONSTRATING LIKENESS TO BE JUSTICE AND HOLINESS WITH WISDOM. FOR IS IT NOT THUS THAT SOME OF OUR WRITERS HAVE UNDERSTOOD THAT MAN STRAIGHTWAY ON HIS CREATION RECEIVED WHAT IS "ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE," BUT THAT WHAT IS ACCORDING "TO THE LIKENESS" HE WILL RECEIVE AFTERWARDS ON HIS PERFECTION? NOW PLATO, TEACHING THAT THE VIRTUOUS MAN SHALL HAVE THIS LIKENESS ACCOMPANIED WITH HUMILITY, EXPLAINS THE FOLLOWING: "HE THAT HUMBLETH HIMSELF SHALL BE EXALTED."[1] HE SAYS, ACCORDINGLY, IN THE LAWS: "GOD INDEED, AS THE ANCIENT SAYING HAS IT, OCCUPYING THE BEGINNING, THE MIDDLE, AND THE END OF ALL THINGS, GOES STRAIGHT THROUGH WHILE HE GOES AROUND THE CIRCUMFERENCE. AND HE IS ALWAYS ATTENDED BY JUSTICE, THE AVENGER OF THOSE WHO REVOLT FROM THE DIVINE LAW." YOU SEE HOW HE CONNECTS FEAR WITH THE DIVINE LAW. HE ADDS, THEREFORE: "TO WHICH HE, WHO WOULD BE HAPPY, CLEAVING, WILL FOLLOW LOWLY AND BEAUTIFIED." THEN, CONNECTING WHAT FOLLOWS THESE WORDS, AND ADMONISHING BY FEAR, HE ADDS: "WHAT CONDUCT, THEN, IS DEAR AND CONFORMABLE TO GOD? THAT WHICH IS CHARACTERIZED BY ONE WORD OF OLD DATE: LIKE WILL BE DEAR TO LIKE, AS TO WHAT IS IN PROPORTION; BUT THINGS OUT OF PROPORTION ARE NEITHER DEAR TO ONE ANOTHER, NOR TO THOSE WHICH ARE IN PROPORTION. AND THAT THEREFORE HE THAT WOULD BE DEAR TO GOD, MUST, TO THE BEST OF HIS POWER, BECOME SUCH AS HE IS AND IN VIRTUE OF THE SAME REASON, OUR SELF-CONTROLLING MAN IS DEAR TO GOD. BUT HE THAT HAS NO SELF- CONTROL IS UNLIKE AND DIVERSE." IN SAYING THAT IT WAS AN ANCIENT DOGMA, HE INDICATES THE TEACHING WHICH HAD COME TO HIM FROM THE LAW. AND HAVING IN THE THEAOETUS ADMITTED THAT EVILS MAKE THE CIRCUIT OF MORTAL NATURE AND OF THIS SPOT, HE ADDS: "WHEREFORE WE MUST TRY TO FLEE HENCE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. FOR FLIGHT IS LIKENESS TO GOD AS FAR AS POSSIBLE. AND LIKENESS IS TO BECOME HOLY AND JUST WITH WISDOM." SPEUSIPPUS, THE NEPHEW OF PLATO, SAYS THAT HAPPINESS IS A PERFECT STATE IN THOSE WHO CONDUCT THEMSELVES IN ACCORDANCE WITH NATURE, OR THE STATE OF THE GOOD: FOR WHICH CONDITION ALL MEN HAVE A DESIRE, BUT THE GOOD ONLY ATTAINED TO QUIETUDE; CONSEQUENTLY, THE VIRTUES ARE THE AUTHORS OF HAPPINESS. AND XENOCRATES THE CHALCEDONIAN DEFINES HAPPINESS TO BE THE POSSESSION OF VIRTUE, STRICTLY SO CALLED, AND OF THE POWER SUBSERVIENT TO IT. THEN HE CLEARLY SAYS, THAT THE SEAT IN WHICH IT RESIDES IS THE SOUL; THAT BY WHICH IT IS AFFECTED, THE VIRTUES; AND THAT OF THESE AS PARTS ARE FORMED PRAISEWORTHY ACTIONS, GOOD HABITS AND DISPOSITIONS, AND MOTIONS, AND RELATIONS; AND THAT CORPOREAL AND EXTERNAL OBJECTS ARE NOT WITHOUT THESE. FOR POLEMO, THE DISCIPLE OF XENOCRATES, SEEMS OF THE OPINION THAT HAPPINESS IS SUFFICIENCY OF ALL GOOD THINGS, OR OF THE MOST AND GREATEST. HE LAYS DOWN THE DOCTRINE, THEN, THAT HAPPINESS NEVER EXISTS WITHOUT VIRTUE; AND THAT VIRTUE, APART FROM CORPOREAL AND EXTERNAL OBJECTS, IS SUFFICIENT FOR HAPPINESS. LET THESE THINGS BE SO. THE CONTRADICTIONS TO THE OPINIONS SPECIFIED SHALL BE ADDUCED IN DUE TIME. BUT ON US IT IS INCUMBENT TO REACH THE UNACCOMPLISHED END, OBEYING THE COMMANDS--THAT IS, GOD--AND LIVING ACCORDING TO THEM, IRREPROACHABLY AND INTELLIGENTLY, THROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF THE DIVINE WILL; AND ASSIMILATION AS FAR AS POSSIBLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH RIGHT REASON IS THE END, AND RESTORATION TO PERFECT ADOPTION BY THE SON, WHICH EVER GLORIFIES THE FATHER BY THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST WHO HAS DEIGNED TO CALL US BRETHREN AND FELLOW-HEIRS. AND THE APOSTLE, SUCCINCTLY DESCRIBING THE END, WRITES IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS: "BUT NOW, BEING MADE FREE FROM SIN, AND BECOME SERVANTS TO GOD, YE HAVE YOUR FRUIT UNTO HOLINESS, AND THE END EVERLASTING LIFE."[2] AND VIEWING THE HOPE AS TWOFOLD--THAT WHICH IS EXPECTED, AND THAT WHICH HAS BEEN RECEIVED --HE NOW TEACHES THE END TO BE THE RESTITUTION OF THE HOPE. "FOR PATIENCE," HE SAYS, "WORKETH EXPERIENCE, AND EXPERIENCE HOPE: AND HOPE MAKETH NOT ASHAMED; BECAUSE THE LOVE OF GOD IS SHED ABROAD IN OUR HEARTS BY THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT IS GIVEN TO US."[3] ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH LOVE AND THE RESTORATION TO HOPE, HE SAYS, IN ANOTHER PLACE, "WHICH REST IS LAID UP FOR US."[4] YOU WILL FIND IN EZEKIEL THE LIKE, AS FOLLOWS: "THE SOUL THAT SINNETH, IT SHALL DIE. AND THE MAN WHO SHALL BE RIGHTEOUS, AND SHALL DO JUDGMENT AND JUSTICE, WHO HAS NOT EATEN ON THE MOUNTAINS, NOR LIFTED HIS EYES TO THE IDOLS OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND HATH NOT DEFILED HIS NEIGHBOR’S WIFE, AND HATH NOT APPROACHED TO A WOMAN IN THE TIME OF HER UNCLEANNESS (FOR HE DOES NOT WISH THE SEED OF MAN TO BE DISHONORED), AND WILL NOT INJURE A MAN; WILL RESTORE THE DEBTOR'S PLEDGE, AND WILL NOT TAKE USURY; WILL TURN AWAY HIS HAND FROM WRONG; WILL DO TRUE JUDGMENT BETWEEN A MAN AND HIS NEIGHBOR; WILL WALK IN MY ORDINANCES, AND KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, SO AS TO DO THE TRUTH; HE IS RIGHTEOUS, HE SHALL SURELY LIVE, SAITH ADONAI THE LORD."[5] ISAIAH TOO, IN EXHORTING HIM THAT HATH NOT BELIEVED TO GRAVITY OF LIFE, AND THE GNOSTIC TO ATTENTION, PROVING THAT MAN'S VIRTUE AND GOD'S ARE NOT THE SAME, SPEAKS THUS: "SEEK THE LORD, AND ON FINDING HIM CALL ON HIM. AND WHEN HE SHALL DRAW NEAR TO YOU, LET THE WICKED FORSAKE HIS WAYS, AND THE UNRIGHTEOUS MAN HIS WAYS; AND LET HIM RETURN TO THE LORD, AND HE SHALL OBTAIN MERCY," DOWN TO "AND YOUR THOUGHTS FROM MY THOUGHTS."' "WE," THEN, ACCORDING TO THE NOBLE APOSTLE, "WAIT FOR THE HOPE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH. FOR IN CHRIST NEITHER CIRCUMCISION AVAILETH ANYTHING, NOR UNCIRCUMCISION, BUT FAITH WHICH WORKETH BY LOVE."[2] AND WE DESIRE THAT EVERY ONE OF YOU SHOW THE SAME DILIGENCE TO THE FULL ASSURANCE OF HOPE," DOWN TO "MADE AN HIGH PRIEST FOR EVER, AFTER THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK."[3] SIMILARLY WITH PAUL "THE ALL-VIRTUOUS WISDOM" SAYS, "HE, THAT HEARETH ME SHALL DWELL TRUSTING IN HOPE."[4] FOR THE RESTORATION OF HOPE IS CALLED BY THE SAME TERM "HOPE." TO THE EXPRESSION "WILL DWELL" IT HAS MOST BEAUTIFULLY ADDED" TRUSTING," SHOWING THAT SUCH AN ONE HAS OBTAINED REST, HAVING RECEIVED THE HOPE FOR WHICH HE HOPED. WHEREFORE ALSO IT IS ADDED, "AND SHALL BE QUIET, WITHOUT FEAR OF ANY EVIL." AND OPENLY AND EXPRESSLY THE APOSTLE, IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS SAYS, "BE YE FOLLOWERS OF ME, AS ALSO I AM OF CHRIST," S IN ORDER THAT THAT MAY TAKE PLACE. IF YE ARE OF ME, AND I AM OF CHRIST, THEN YE ARE IMITATORS OF CHRIST, AND CHRIST OF GOD. ASSIMILATION TO GOD, THEN, SO THAT AS FAR AS POSSIBLE A MAN BECOMES RIGHTEOUS AND HOLY WITH WISDOM HE LAYS DOWN AS THE AIM OF FAITH, AND THE END TO BE THAT RESTITUTION OF THE PROMISE WHICH IS AFFECTED BY FAITH. FROM THESE DOCTRINES GUSH THE FOUNTAINS, WHICH WE SPECIFIED ABOVE, OF THOSE WHO HAVE DOGMATIZED ABOUT "THE END." BUT OF THESE ENOUGH. 
CHAP. XXIII. --ON MARRIAGE. 
SINCE PLEASURE AND LUST SEEM TO FALL UNDER MARRIAGE, IT MUST ALSO BE TREATED OF. MARRIAGE IS THE FIRST CONJUNCTION OF MAN AND WOMAN FOR THE PROCREATION OF LEGITIMATE CHILDREN.[6] ACCORDINGLY MENANDER THE COMIC POET SAYS: "FOR THE BEGETTING OF LEGITIMATE CHILDREN, I GIVE THEE MY DAUGHTER." WE ASK IF WE OUGHT TO MARRY; WHICH IS ONE OF THE POINTS, WHICH ARE SAID TO BE RELATIVE. FOR SOME MUST MARRY, AND A MAN MUST BE IN SOME CONDITION, AND HE MUST MARRY SOME ONE IN SOME CONDITION. FOR EVERY ONE IS NOT TO MARRY, NOR ALWAYS. BUT THERE IS A TIME IN WHICH IT IS SUITABLE, AND A PERSON FOR WHOM IT IS SUITABLE, AND AN AGE UP TO WHICH IT IS SUITABLE. NEITHER OUGHT EVERY ONE TO TAKE A WIFE, NOR IS IT EVERY WOMAN ONE IS TO TAKE, NOR ALWAYS, NOR IN EVERY WAY, NOR INCONSIDERATELY. BUT ONLY HE WHO IS IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, AND SUCH A ONE AND AT SUCH TIME AS IS REQUISITE, AND FOR THE SAKE OF CHILDREN, AND ONE WHO IS IN EVERY RESPECT SIMILAR, AND WHO DOES NOT BY FORCE OR COMPULSION LOVE THE HUSBAND WHO LOVES HER. HENCE ABRAHAM, REGARDING HIS WIFE AS A SISTER, SAYS, "SHE IS MY SISTER BY MY FATHER, BUT NOT BY MY MOTHER; AND SHE BECAME MY WIFE,"[7] TEACHING US THAT CHILDREN OF THE SAME MOTHERS OUGHT NOT TO ENTER INTO MATRIMONY. LET US BRIEFLY FOLLOW THE HISTORY. PLATO RANKS MARRIAGE AMONG OUTWARD GOOD THINGS, PROVIDING FOR THE PERPETUITY OF OUR RACE, AND HANDING DOWN AS A TORCH A CERTAIN PERPETUITY TO CHILDREN'S CHILDREN. DEMOCRITUS REPUDIATES MARRIAGE AND THE PROCREATION OF CHILDREN, ON ACCOUNT OF THE MANY ANNOYANCES THENCE ARISING, AND ABSTRACTIONS FROM MORE NECESSARY THINGS. EPICURUS AGREES, AND THOSE WHO PLACE GOOD IN PLEASURE, AND IN THE ABSENCE OF TROUBLE AND PAIN. ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF THE STOICS, MARRIAGE AND THE REARING OF CHILDREN ARE A THING INDIFFERENT; AND ACCORDING TO THE PERIPATETICS, A GOOD. IN A WORD, THESE, FOLLOWING OUT THEIR DOGMAS IN WORDS, BECAME ENSLAVED TO PLEASURES; SOME USING CONCUBINES, SOME MISTRESSES, AND THE MOST YOUTHS. AND THAT WISE QUATERNION IN THE GARDEN WITH A MISTRESS, HONORED PLEASURE BY THEIR ACTS. THOSE, THEN, WILL NOT ESCAPE THE CURSE OF YOKING AN ASS WITH AN OX, WHO, JUDGING CERTAIN THINGS NOT TO SUIT THEM, COMMAND OTHERS TO DO THEM, OR THE REVERSE. THIS SCRIPTURE HAS BRIEFLY SHOWED, WHEN IT SAYS, "WHAT THOU HATEST, THOU SHALT NOT DO TO ANOTHER."[8] BUT THEY WHO APPROVE OF MARRIAGE SAY, NATURE HAS ADAPTED US FOR MARRIAGE, AS IS EVIDENT FROM THE STRUCTURE OF OUR BODIES, WHICH ARE MALE AND FEMALE. AND THEY CONSTANTLY PROCLAIM THAT COMMAND, "INCREASE AND REPLENISH."[9] AND THOUGH THIS IS THE CASE, YET IT SEEMS TO THEM SHAMEFUL THAT MAN, CREATED BY GOD, SHOULD BE MORE LICENTIOUS THAN THE IRRATIONAL CREATURES, WHICH DO NOT MIX WITH MANY LICENTIOUSLY, BUT WITH ONE OF THE SAME SPECIES, SUCH AS PIGEONS AND RINGDOVES,[10] AND CREATURES LIKE THEM. FURTHERMORE, THEY SAY, "THE CHILDLESS MAN FAILS IN THE PERFECTION WHICH IS ACCORDING TO NATURE, NOT HAVING SUBSTITUTED HIS PROPER SUCCESSOR IN HIS PLACE. FOR HE IS PERFECT THAT HAS PRODUCED FROM HIMSELF HIS LIKE, OR RATHER, WHEN HE SEES THAT HE HAS PRODUCED THE SAME; THAT IS, WHEN THAT WHICH IS BEGOTTEN ATTAINS TO THE SAME NATURE WITH HIM WHO BEGAT." THEREFORE, WE MUST BY ALL MEANS MARRY, BOTH FOR OUR COUNTRY'S SAKE, FOR THE SUCCESSION OF CHILDREN, AND AS FAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED, THE PERFECTION OF THE WORLD; SINCE THE POETS ALSO PITY A MARRIAGE HALF-PERFECT AND CHILDLESS, BUT PRONOUNCE THE FRUITFUL ONE HAPPY. BUT IT IS THE DISEASES OF THE BODY THAT PRINCIPALLY SHOW MARRIAGE TO BE NECESSARY. FOR A WIFE'S CARE AND THE ASSIDUITY OF HER CONSTANCY APPEAR TO EXCEED THE ENDURANCE OF ALL OTHER RELATIONS AND FRIENDS, AS MUCH AS TO EXCEL THEM IN SYMPATHY; AND MOST OF ALL, SHE TAKES KINDLY TO PATIENT WATCHING. AND IN TRUTH, ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE, SHE IS A NEEDFUL HELP.[1] THE COMIC POET THEN, MENANDER, WHILE RUNNING DOWN MARRIAGE, AND YET ALLEGING ON THE OTHER SIDE ITS ADVANTAGES, REPLIES TO ONE WHO HAD SAID: "I AM AVERSE TO THE THING, FOR YOU TAKE IT AWKWARDLY." THEN. HE ADDS: "YOU SEE THE HARDSHIPS AND THE THINGS WHICH ANNOY YOU IN IT. BUT YOU DO NOT LOOK ON THE ADVANTAGES." AND SO FORTH. NOW MARRIAGE IS A HELP IN THE CASE OF THOSE ADVANCED IN YEARS, BY FURNISHING A SPOUSE TO TAKE CARE OF ONE, AND BY REARING CHILDREN OF HER TO NOURISH ONE'S OLD AGE. "FOR TO A MAN AFTER DEATH HIS CHILDREN BRING RENOWN, JUST AS CORKS BEAR THE NET, SAVING THE FISHING-LINE FROM THE DEEP."[2] ACCORDING TO THE TRAGIC POET SOPHOCLES. LEGISLATORS, MOREOVER, DO NOT ALLOW THOSE WHO ARE UNMARRIED TO DISCHARGE THE HIGHEST MAGISTERIAL OFFICES. FOR INSTANCE, THE LEGISLATOR OF THE SPARTANS IMPOSED A FINE NOT ON BACHELORHOOD ONLY, BUT ON MONOGAMY? AND LATE MARRIAGE, AND SINGLE LIFE. AND THE RENOWNED PLATO ORDERS THE MAN WHO HAS NOT MARRIED TO PAY A WIFE'S MAINTENANCE INTO THE PUBLIC TREASURY, AND TO GIVE TO THE MAGISTRATES A SUITABLE SUM OF MONEY AS EXPENSES. FOR IF THEY SHALL NOT BEGET CHILDREN, NOT HAVING MARRIED, THEY PRODUCE, AS FAR AS IN THEM LIES, A SCARCITY OF MEN, AND DISSOLVE STATES AND THE WORLD THAT IS COMPOSED OF THEM, IMPIOUSLY DOING AWAY WITH DIVINE GENERATION. IT IS ALSO UNMANLY AND WEAK TO SHUN LIVING WITH A WIFE AND CHILDREN. FOR OF THAT OF WHICH THE LOSS IS AN EVIL, THE POSSESSION IS BY ALL MEANS A GOOD; AND THIS IS THE CASE WITH THE REST OF THINGS. BUT THE LOSS OF CHILDREN IS, THEY SAY, AMONG THE CHIEFEST EVILS: THE POSSESSION OF CHILDREN IS CONSEQUENTLY A GOOD THING; AND IF IT BE SO, SO ALSO IS MARRIAGE. IT IS SAID: "WITHOUT A FATHER THERE NEVER COULD BE A CHILD, AND WITHOUT A MOTHER CONCEPTION OF A CHILD COULD NOT BE. MARRIAGE MAKES A FATHER, AS A HUSBAND A MOTHER."[4] ACCORDINGLY HOMER MAKES A THING TO BE EARNESTLY PRAYED FOR: "A HUSBAND AND A HOUSE", YET NOT SIMPLY, BUT ALONG WITH GOOD AGREEMENT. FOR THE MARRIAGE OF OTHER PEOPLE IS AN AGREEMENT FOR INDULGENCE; BUT THAT OF PHILOSOPHERS LEADS TO THAT AGREEMENT WHICH IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON, BIDDING WIVES ADORN THEMSELVES NOT IN OUTWARD APPEARANCE, BUT IN CHARACTER; AND ENJOINING HUSBANDS NOT TO TREAT THEIR WEDDED WIVES AS MISTRESSES, MAKING CORPOREAL WANTONNESS THEIR AIM; BUT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF MARRIAGE FOR HELP IN THE WHOLE OF LIFE, AND FOR THE BEST SELF-RESTRAINT. FAR MORE EXCELLENT, IN MY OPINION, THAN THE SEEDS OF WHEAT AND BARLEY THAT ARE SOWN AT APPROPRIATE SEASONS, IS MAN THAT IS SOWN, FOR WHOM ALL THINGS GROW; AND THOSE SEEDS TEMPERATE HUSBANDMEN EVER SOW. EVERY FOUL AND POLLUTING PRACTICE MUST THEREFORE BE PURGED AWAY FROM MARRIAGE; THAT THE INTERCOURSE OF THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS MAY NOT BE CAST IN OUR TEETH, AS MORE ACCORDANT WITH NATURE THAN HUMAN CONJUNCTION IN PROCREATION. SOME OF THESE, IT MUST BE GRANTED, DESIST AT THE TIME IN WHICH THEY ARE DIRECTED, LEAVING CREATION TO THE WORKING OF PROVIDENCE. BY THE TRAGEDIANS, POLYXENA, THOUGH BEING MURDERED, IS DESCRIBED NEVERTHELESS AS HAVING, WHEN DYING, TAKEN GREAT CARE TO FALL DECENTLY, "CONCEALING WHAT OUGHT TO BE HID FROM THE EYES OF MEN." MARRIAGE TO HER WAS A CALAMITY. TO BE SUBJECTED, THEN, TO THE PASSIONS, AND TO YIELD TO THEM, IS THE EXTREMIST SLAVERY; AS TO KEEP THEM IN SUBJECTION IS THE ONLY LIBERTY. THE DIVINE SCRIPTURE ACCORDINGLY SAYS, THAT THOSE WHO HAVE TRANSGRESSED THE COMMANDMENTS ARE SOLD TO STRANGERS, THAT IS, TO SINS ALIEN TO NATURE, TILL THEY RETURN AND REPENT. MARRIAGE, THEN, AS A SACRED IMAGE, MUST BE KEPT PURE FROM THOSE THINGS WHICH DEFILE IT.[5] WE ARE TO RISE FROM OUR SLUMBERS WITH THE LORD, AND RETIRE TO SLEEP WITH THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER, "BOTH WHEN YOU SLEEP, AND WHEN THE HOLY LIGHT COMES," CONFESSING THE LORD IN OUR WHOLE LIFE; POSSESSING PIETY IN THE SOUL, AND EXTENDING SELF-CONTROL TO THE BODY. FOR IT IS PLEASING TO GOD TO LEAD DECORUM FROM THE TONGUE TO OUR ACTIONS. FILTHY SPEECH IS THE WAY TO EFFRONTERY; AND THE END OF BOTH IS FILTHY CONDUCT. NOW THAT THE SCRIPTURE, COUNSELS MARRIAGE, AND ALLOWS NO RELEASE FROM THE UNION, IS EXPRESSLY CONTAINED IN THE LAW, "THOU SHALT NOT PUT AWAY THY WIFE, EXCEPT FOR THE CAUSE OF FORNICATION;" AND IT REGARDS AS FORNICATION, THE MARRIAGE OF THOSE SEPARATED WHILE THE OTHER IS ALIVE. NOT TO DECK AND ADORN HERSELF BEYOND WHAT IS BECOMING, RENDERS A WIFE FREE OF CALUMNIOUS SUSPICION. WHILE SHE DEVOTES HERSELF ASSIDUOUSLY TO PRAYERS AND SUPPLICATIONS; AVOIDING FREQUENT DEPARTURES FROM THE HOUSE, AND SHUTTING HERSELF UP AS FAR AS POSSIBLE FROM THE VIEW OF ALL NOT RELATED TO HER, AND DEEMING HOUSEKEEPING OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THAN IMPERTINENT TRIFLING. "HE THAT TAKETH A WOMAN THAT HAS BEEN PUT AWAY," IT IS SAID, "COMMITTETH ADULTERY; AND IF ONE PUTS AWAY HIS WIFE, HE MAKES HER AN ADULTERESS,"[1] THAT IS, COMPELS HER TO COMMIT ADULTERY. AND NOT ONLY IS HE WHO PUTS HER AWAY GUILTY OF THIS, BUT HE WHO TAKES HER, BY GIVING TO THE WOMAN THE OPPORTUNITY OF SINNING; FOR DID HE NOT TAKE HER, SHE WOULD RETURN TO HER HUSBAND. WHAT, THEN, IS THE LAW?[2] IN ORDER TO CHECK THE IMPETUOSITY OF THE PASSIONS, IT COMMANDS THE ADULTERESS TO BE PUT TO DEATH, ON BEING CONVICTED OF THIS; AND IF OF PRIESTLY FAMILY, TO BE COMMITTED TO THE FLAMES.[3] AND THE ADULTERER ALSO IS STONED TO DEATH, BUT NOT IN THE SAME PLACE, THAT NOT EVEN THEIR DEATH MAY BE IN COMMON. AND THE LAW IS NOT AT VARIANCE WITH THE GOSPEL, BUT AGREES WITH IT. HOW SHOULD IT BE OTHERWISE, ONE LORD BEING THE AUTHOR OF BOTH? SHE WHO HAS COMMITTED FORNICATION LIVETH IN SIN, AND IS DEAD TO THE COMMANDMENTS; BUT SHE WHO HAS REPENTED, BEING AS IT WERE BORN AGAIN BY THE CHANGE IN HER LIFE, HAS A REGENERATION OF LIFE; THE OLD HARLOT BEING DEAD, AND SHE WHO HAS BEEN REGENERATED BY REPENTANCE HAVING COME BACK AGAIN TO LIFE. THE SPIRIT TESTIFIES TO WHAT HAS BEEN SAID BY EZEKIEL, DECLARING, "I DESIRE NOT THE DEATH OF THE SINNER, BUT THAT HE SHOULD TURN."[4] NOW THEY ARE STONED TO DEATH; AS THROUGH HARDNESS OF HEART DEAD TO THE LAW WHICH THEY BELIEVED NOT. BUT IN THE CASE OF A PRIESTESS THE PUNISHMENT IS INCREASED, BECAUSE "TO WHOM MUCH IS GIVEN, FROM HIM SHALL MORE BE REQUIRED."[5] LET US CONCLUDE THIS SECOND BOOK OF THE STROMATA AT THIS POINT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE LENGTH AND NUMBER OF THE CHAPTERS. 
CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA: THE STROMATA, OR MISCELLANIES
BOOK III.
CHAPTER I 
I. THE VALENTINIANS, WHO HOLD THAT THE UNION OF MAN AND WOMAN IS DERIVED FROM THE DIVINE EMANATION IN HEAVEN ABOVE, APPROVE OF MARRIAGE. THE FOLLOWERS OF BASILIDES, ON THE OTHER HAND, SAY THAT WHEN THE APOSTLES ASKED WHETHER IT WAS NOT BETTER NOT TO MARRY, THE LORD REPLIED: "NOT ALL CAN RECEIVE THIS SAYING; THERE ARE SOME EUNUCHS WHO ARE SO FROM THEIR BIRTH, OTHERS ARE SO OF NECESSITY." AND THEIR EXPLANATION OF THIS SAYING IS ROUGHLY AS FOLLOWS: SOME MEN, FROM THEIR BIRTH, HAVE A NATURAL SENSE OF REPULSION FROM A WOMAN; AND THOSE WHO ARE NATURALLY SO CONSTITUTED DO WELL NOT TO MARRY. THOSE WHO ARE EUNUCHS OF NECESSITY ARE THOSE THEATRICAL ASCETICS WHO ONLY CONTROL THEMSELVES BECAUSE THEY HAVE A PASSION FOR THE LIMELIGHT. [AND THOSE WHO HAVE SUFFERED ACCIDENTAL CASTRATION HAVE BECOME EUNUCHS OF NECESSITY.] THOSE, THEN, WHO ARE EUNUCHS OF NECESSITY HAVE NO SOUND REASON FOR THEIR ABSTINENCE FROM MARRIAGE. BUT THOSE WHO FOR THE SAKE OF THE ETERNAL KINGDOM HAVE MADE THEMSELVES EUNUCHS DERIVE THIS IDEA, THEY SAY, FROM A WISH TO AVOID THE DISTRACTIONS INVOLVED IN MARRIAGE, BECAUSE THEY ARE AFRAID OF HAVING TO WASTE TIME IN PROVIDING FOR THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE.
2. AND THEY SAY THAT BY THE WORDS "IT IS BETTER TO MARRY THAN TO BURN" THE APOSTLE MEANS THIS: "DO NOT CAST YOUR SOUL INTO THE FIRE, SO THAT YOU HAVE TO ENDURE NIGHT AND DAY AND GO IN FEAR LEST YOU SHOULD FALL FROM CONTINENCE. FOR A SOUL WHICH HAS TO CONCENTRATE UPON 'ENDURANCE HAS LOST HOPE." IN HIS ETHICS, ISIDORE SAYS IN THESE VERY WORDS: " ABSTAIN, THEN, FROM A QUARRELSOME WOMAN LEST YOU ARE DISTRACTED FROM THE GRACE OF GOD. BUT WHEN YOU HAVE REJECTED THE FIRE OF THE SEED, THEN PRAY WITH AN UNDISTURBED CONSCIENCE. AND WHEN YOUR PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING," HE SAYS, "DESCENDS TO A PRAYER OF REQUEST, AND YOUR REQUEST IS NOT THAT IN FUTURE YOU MAY DO RIGHT, BUT THAT YOU MAY DO NO WRONG, THEN MARRY. BUT PERHAPS A MAN IS TOO YOUNG OR POOR OR SUFFERS FROM WEAK HEALTH, AND HAS NOT THE WILL TO MARRY AS THE APOSTLE'S SAYING SUGGESTS. SUCH A MAN SHOULD NOT SEPARATE HIMSELF FROM HIS BROTHER CHRISTIAN. HE SHOULD SAY, I HAVE COME INTO THE SANCTUARY, I CAN SUFFER NOTHING. AND IF HE HAS A PRESENTIMENT THAT HE MAY FALL, HE MAY SAY, BROTHER, LAY YOUR HAND ON ME LEST I SIN, AND HE WILL RECEIVE HELP BOTH SPIRITUALLY AND PHYSICALLY. LET HIM ONLY WISH TO ACCOMPLISH WHAT IS RIGHT AND HE WILL ACHIEVE HIS OBJECT.
3. "SOMETIMES, HOWEVER, WE SAY WITH OUR MOUTH 'I WISH NOT TO SIN' WHILE OUR MIND IS REALLY INCLINED TOWARDS SIN. SUCH A MAN DOES NOT DO WHAT HE WISHES FOR FEAR LEST ANY PUNISHMENT SHOULD BE IN STORE FOR HIM. HUMAN NATURE HAS SOME WANTS WHICH ARE NECESSARY AND NATURAL, AND OTHERS WHICH ARE ONLY NATURAL. TO BE CLOTHED IS NECESSARY AND NATURAL; SEXUAL INTERCOURSE IS NATURAL [CORRUPTION] BUT NOT NECESSARY." I HAVE QUOTED THESE REMARKS TO PROVE IN ERROR THOSE BASILIDIANS WHO DO NOT LIVE PURELY, SUPPOSING EITHER THAT THEY HAVE THE POWER EVEN TO COMMIT SIN BECAUSE OF THEIR PERFECTION, OR INDEED THAT THEY WILL BE SAVED BY NATURE EVEN IF THEY SIN IN THIS LIFE BECAUSE THEY POSSESS AN INNATE ELECTION. FOR THE ORIGINAL TEACHERS OF THEIR DOCTRINES DO NOT ALLOW ONE TO DO THE SAME AS THEY ARE NOW DOING. THEY OUGHT NOT, THEREFORE, TO TAKE AS A COVERING CLOAK THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST AND, BY LIVING LEWDER LIVES THAN THE MOST UNCONTROLLED HEATHEN, BRING BLASPHEMY UPON HIS NAME. "FOR SUCH PEOPLE ARE FALSE APOSTLES, DECEITFUL WORKERS" AS FAR AS THE WORDS "WHOSE END SHALL BE LIKE THEIR WORKS."
4. CONTINENCE IS AN IGNORING OF THE BODY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CONFESSION OF FAITH IN GOD. FOR CONTINENCE IS NOT MERELY A MATTER OF SEXUAL ABSTINENCE, BUT APPLIES ALSO TO THE OTHER THINGS FOR WHICH THE SOUL HAS AN EVIL DESIRE BECAUSE IT IS NOT SATISFIED WITH THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE. THERE IS ALSO A CONTINENCE OF THE TONGUE, OF MONEY, OF USE, AND OF DESIRE. IT DOES NOT ONLY TEACH US TO EXERCISE SELF-CONTROL; IT IS RATHER THAT SELF-CONTROL IS GRANTED TO US, SINCE IT IS A DIVINE POWER AND GRACE. ACCORDINGLY, I MUST DECLARE WHAT IS THE OPINION OF OUR PEOPLE ABOUT THIS SUBJECT. OUR VIEW IS THAT WE WELCOME AS BLESSED THE STATE OF ABSTINENCE FROM MARRIAGE IN THOSE TO WHOM THIS HAS BEEN GRANTED BY GOD. WE ADMIRE MONOGAMY AND THE HIGH STANDING OF SINGLE MARRIAGE, HOLDING THAT WE OUGHT TO SHARE SUFFERING WITH ANOTHER AND "BEAR ONE ANOTHER'S BURDENS," LEST ANYONE WHO THINKS HE STANDS SECURELY SHOULD HIMSELF FALL. IT IS OF SECOND MARRIAGE THAT THE APOSTLE SAYS, IF YOU BURN, MARRY. 
CHAPTER II
5. BUT THE FOLLOWERS OF CARPOCRATES AND EPIPHANES THINK THAT WIVES SHOULD BE COMMON PROPERTY. THROUGH THEM THE WORST CALUMNY HAS BECOME CURRENT AGAINST THE CHRISTIAN NAME. THIS FELLOW EPIPHANES, WHOSE WRITINGS I HAVE AT HAND, WAS A SON OF CARPOCRATES AND HIS MOTHER WAS NAMED ALEXANDRIA. ON HIS FATHER'S SIDE HE WAS AN ALEXANDRINE, ON HIS MOTHER'S A CEPHALLENIAN. HE LIVED IN ALL ONLY SEVENTEEN YEARS, AND AT SAME IN CEPHALLENIA WAS HONOURED AS A GOD. THERE A TEMPLE OF VAST BLOCKS OF STONE WAS ERECTED AND DEDICATED TO HIM, WITH ALTARS, SACRED PRECINCTS, AND A "MUSEUM." THE CEPHALLENIANS GATHER AT THE TEMPLE EVERY NEW MOON AND CELEBRATE WITH SACRIFICES THE DAY WHEN EPIPHANES BECAME A GOD AS HIS BIRTHDAY; THEY POUR LIBATIONS TO HIM, FEAST IN HIS HONOR, AND SING HIS PRAISES. HE WAS EDUCATED BY HIS FATHER IN THE GENERAL EDUCATION AND IN PLATONISM, AND HE WAS INSTRUCTED IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE MONAD, WHICH IS THE ROOT-ORIGIN OF THE CARPOCRATIANS' HERESY.
6. THIS IS WHAT HE SAYS, THEN, IN THE BOOK CONCERNING RIGHTEOUSNESS: "THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IS A KIND OF UNIVERSAL FAIRNESS AND EQUALITY. THERE IS EQUALITY IN THE HEAVEN WHICH IS STRETCHED OUT IN ALL DIRECTIONS AND CONTAINS THE ENTIRE EARTH IN ITS CIRCLE. THE NIGHT REVEALS EQUALLY ALL THE STARS. THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, WHICH IS THE CAUSE OF THE DAYTIME AND THE FATHER OF LIGHT, GOD POURS OUT FROM ABOVE UPON THE EARTH IN EQUAL MEASURE ON ALL WHO HAVE POWER TO SEE. FOR ALL SEE ALIKE. THERE IS NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN RICH AND POOR, PEOPLE AND GOVERNOR, STUPID AND CLEVER, FEMALE AND MALE, FREE MEN AND SLAVES. EVEN THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS ARE NOT ACCORDED ANY DIFFERENT TREATMENT; BUT IN JUST THE SAME WAY GOD POURS OUT FROM ABOVE SUNLIGHT EQUALLY UPON ALL THE ANIMALS. HE ESTABLISHES HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS TO BOTH GOOD AND BAD BY SEEING THAT NONE IS ABLE TO GET MORE THAN HIS SHARE AND TO DEPRIVE HIS NEIGHBOR, SO THAT HE HAS TWICE THE LIGHT HIS NEIGHBOR HAS. THE SUN CAUSES FOOD TO GROW FOR ALL LIVING BEINGS ALIKE; THE UNIVERSAL RIGHTEOUSNESS IS GIVEN TO ALL EQUALLY. IN THIS RESPECT THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE ENTIRE SPECIES OF OXEN AND ANY INDIVIDUAL OXEN, BETWEEN THE SPECIES OF PIGS AND PARTICULAR PIGS, BETWEEN THE SPECIES OF SHEEP AND PARTICULAR SHEEP, AND SO ON WITH ALL THE REST. IN THEM THE UNIVERSALITY OF GOD'S FAIRNESS IS MANIFEST. FURTHERMORE, ALL PLANTS OF WHATEVER SORT ARE SOWN EQUALLY IN THE EARTH. COMMON NOURISHMENT GROWS FOR ALL BEASTS WHICH FEED ON THE EARTH'S PRODUCE; TO ALL IT IS ALIKE. IT IS REGULATED BY NO LAW, BUT RATHER IS HARMONIOUSLY AVAILABLE TO ALL THROUGH THE GIFT OF HIM WHO GIVES IT AND MAKES IT TO GROW.
7. "AND FOR BIRTH THERE IS NO WRITTEN LAW (FOR OTHERWISE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN TRANSCRIBED). ALL BEINGS BEGET AND GIVE BIRTH ALIKE, HAVING RECEIVED BY GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS AN INNATE EQUALITY. THE CREATOR AND FATHER OF ALL WITH HIS OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS APPOINTED THIS, JUST AS HE GAVE EQUALLY THE EYE TO ALL TO ENABLE THEM TO SEE. HE DID NOT MAKE A DISTINCTION BETWEEN FEMALE AND MALE, RATIONAL AND IRRATIONAL, NOR BETWEEN ANYTHING AND ANYTHING ELSE AT ALL; RATHER HE SHARED OUT SIGHT EQUALLY AND UNIVERSALLY. IT WAS GIVEN TO ALL ALIKE BY A SINGLE COMMAND. AS THE LAWS (HE SAYS) COULD NOT PUNISH MEN WHO WERE IGNORANT OF THEM, THEY TAUGHT MEN THAT THEY WERE TRANSGRESSORS. BUT THE LAWS, BY PRE-SUPPOSING THE EXISTENCE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY, CUT UP AND DESTROYED THE UNIVERSAL EQUALITY DECREED BY THE DIVINE LAW." AS HE DOES NOT UNDERSTAND THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE WHERE HE SAYS "THROUGH THE LAW I KNEW SIN," HE SAYS THAT THE IDEA OF MINE AND THINE CAME INTO EXISTENCE THROUGH THE LAWS SO THAT THE EARTH AND MONEY WERE NO LONGER PUT TO COMMON USE. AND SO ALSO WITH MARRIAGE. "FOR GOD HAS MADE VINES FOR ALL TO USE IN COMMON, SINCE THEY ARE NOT PROTECTED AGAINST SPARROWS AND A THIEF; AND SIMILARLY CORN AND THE OTHER FRUITS. BUT THE ABOLITION, CONTRARY TO DIVINE LAW, OF COMMUNITY OF USE AND EQUALITY BEGAT THE THIEF OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS AND FRUITS.
8 HE BROUGHT FEMALE TO BE WITH MALE AND IN THE SAME WAY UNITED ALL ANIMALS. HE THUS SHOWED RIGHTEOUSNESS TO BE A UNIVERSAL FAIRNESS AND EQUALITY. BUT THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN BORN IN THIS WAY HAVE DENIED THE UNIVERSALITY WHICH IS THE COROLLARY OF THEIR BIRTH AND SAY, 'LET HIM WHO HAS TAKEN ONE WOMAN KEEP HER,' WHEREAS ALL ALIKE CAN HAVE HER, JUST AS THE OTHER ANIMALS DO." AFTER THIS, WHICH IS QUOTED WORD FOR WORD, HE AGAIN CONTINUES IN THE SAME SPIRIT AS FOLLOWS: "WITH A VIEW TO THE PERMANENCE OF THE RACE, HE HAS IMPLANTED IN MALES A STRONG AND ARDENT DESIRE WHICH NEITHER LAW NOR CUSTOM NOR ANY OTHER RESTRAINT IS ABLE TO DESTROY. FOR IT IS GOD'S DECREE." AND HOW CAN THIS MAN STILL BE RECKONED AMONG OUR NUMBER WHEN HE OPENLY ABOLISHES BOTH LAW AND GOSPEL BY THESE WORDS. THE ONE SAYS: "THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY." THE OTHER SAYS: "EVERYONE WHO LOOKS LUSTFULLY HAS ALREADY COMMITTED ADULTERY." THE SAYING IN THE LAW, "THOU SHALT NOT COVET," IT SHOWS THAT ONE GOD IS PROCLAIMED BY LAW, PROPHETS, AND GOSPEL; FOR IT SAYS: "THOU SHALT NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOR’S WIFE." BUT FOR A JEW THE "NEIGHBOR" IS NOT A JEW, FOR HE IS A BROTHER AND HAS THE SAME SPIRIT. THEREFORE, IT REMAINS THAT "NEIGHBOR" MEANS ONE, OF ANOTHER RACE? BUT HOW CAN HE NOT BE A NEIGHBOR WHO IS ABLE TO SHARE IN THE SAME SPIRIT? FOR ABRAHAM IS FATHER NOT ONLY OF THE HEBREWS, BUT ALSO OF THE GENTILES.
9. IF THE ADULTERESS AND HE WHO COMMITTED FORNICATION WITH HER ARE PUNISHED WITH DEATH, CLEARLY THE COMMAND WHICH SAYS "THOU SHALT NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOR’S WIFE" SPEAKS OF THE GENTILES, IN ORDER THAT ANYONE WHO, AS THE LAW DIRECTS, ABSTAINS FROM HIS NEIGHBOR’S WIFE AND FROM HIS SISTER MAY HEAR CLEARLY FROM THE LORD, "BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, THOU, SHALT NOT LUST." THE ADDITION OF THE WORD "I," HOWEVER, SHOWS THE STRICTER FORCE OF THE COMMANDMENT, AND THAT CARPOCRATES FIGHTS AGAINST GOD, AND EPIPHANES LIKEWISE. THE LATTER IN THE SAME NOTORIOUS BOOK, I MEAN CONCERNING RIGHTEOUSNESS, WRITES IN ONE PASSAGE AS FOLLOWS: "CONSEQUENTLY ONE MUST UNDERSTAND THE SAYING 'THOU SHALT NOT COVET' AS IF THE LAWGIVER WAS MAKING A JEST, TO WHICH HE ADDED THE EVEN MORE COMIC WORDS 'THY NEIGHBOR’S GOODS'. FOR HE HIMSELF WHO GAVE THE DESIRE TO SUSTAIN THE RACE ORDERS THAT IT IS TO BE SUPPRESSED, THOUGH HE REMOVES IT FROM NO OTHER ANIMALS. AND BY THE WORDS 'THY NEIGHBOR’S WIFE' HE SAYS SOMETHING EVEN MORE LUDICROUS, SINCE HE FORCES WHAT SHOULD BE COMMON PROPERTY TO BE TREATED AS A PRIVATE POSSESSION." THESE THEN ARE THE DOCTRINES OF THE EXCELLENT CARPOCRATIANS. THESE, SO THEY SAY, AND CERTAIN OTHER ENTHUSIASTS FOR THE SAME WICKEDNESSES, GATHER TOGETHER FOR FEASTS (I WOULD NOT CALL THEIR MEETING AN AGAPE), MEN AND WOMEN TOGETHER. AFTER THEY HAVE SATED THEIR APPETITES ("ON REPLETION CYPRIS, THE GODDESS OF LOVE, ENTERS," AS IT IS SAID), THEN THEY OVERTURN THE LAMPS AND SO EXTINGUISH THE LIGHT THAT THE SHAME OF THEIR ADULTEROUS "RIGHTEOUSNESS" IS HIDDEN, AND THEY HAVE INTERCOURSE WHERE THEY WILL AND WITH WHOM THEY WILL. AFTER THEY HAVE PRACTICED COMMUNITY OF USE IN THIS LOVE-FEAST, THEY DEMAND BY DAYLIGHT OF WHATEVER WOMEN THEY WISH THAT THEY WILL BE OBEDIENT TO THE LAW OF CARPOCRATES-IT WOULD NOT BE RIGHT TO SAY THE LAW OF GOD. SUCH, I THINK, IS THE LAW THAT CARPOCRATES MUST HAVE GIVEN FOR THE COPULATIONS OF DOGS AND PIGS AND GOATS. HE SEEMS TO ME TO HAVE MISUNDERSTOOD THE SAYING OF PLATO IN THE REPUBLIC THAT THE WOMEN OF ALL ARE TO BE COMMON. PLATO MEANS THAT THE UNMARRIED ARE COMMON FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO ASK THEM, AS ALSO THE THEATRE IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR ALL WHO WISH TO SEE, BUT THAT WHEN EACH ONE HAS CHOSEN HIS WIFE, THEN THE MARRIED WOMAN IS NO LONGER COMMON TO ALL.
11. IN HIS BOOK ENTITLED MAGICA XANTHUS SAYS: "THE MAGI THINK IT PERMISSIBLE TO HAVE SEXUAL INTERCOURSE [INCEST] WITH MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS AND SISTERS, AND THAT WIVES ARE TO BE HELD IN COMMON, NOT BY FORCE AND IN SECRET, BUT BOTH PARTIES MAY AGREE WHEN ONE MAN WISHES TO MARRY ANOTHER'S WIFE. "OF THESE AND OTHER SIMILAR SECTS JUDE, I THINK, SPOKE PROPHETICALLY IN HIS LETTER- "IN THE SAME WAY ALSO THESE DREAMERS" (FOR THEY DO NOT SEEK TO FIND THE TRUTH IN THE LIGHT OF DAY) AS FAR AS THE WORDS "AND THEIR MOUTH SPEAKS ARROGANT THINGS." 
CHAPTER III 
12 IF PLATO HIMSELF AND THE PYTHAGOREANS, AS INDEED LATER ALSO FOLLOWERS OF MARCION, REGARD BIRTH AS SOMETHING EVIL (THOUGH THE LAST NAMED WAS FAR FROM THINKING THAT WIVES WERE TO BE HELD IN COMMON), YET BY THE MARCIONITES NATURE IS REGARDED AS EVIL BECAUSE IT WAS CREATED OUT OF EVIL MATTER AND BY A JUST CREATOR. ON THIS GROUND, THAT THEY DO NOT WISH TO FILL THE WORLD MADE BY THE CREATOR-GOD, THEY DECIDE TO ABSTAIN FROM MARRIAGE. THUS, THEY ARE IN OPPOSITION TO THEIR MAKER AND HASTEN TOWARDS HIM WHO IS CALLED THE GOOD GOD, BUT NOT TO THE GOD, AS THEY SAY, OF THE OTHER KIND. AS THEY WISH TO LEAVE NOTHING OF THEIR OWN BEHIND THEM ON THIS EARTH, THEY ARE CONTINENT, NOT OF THEIR OWN FREE CHOICE, BUT FROM HATRED OF THE CREATOR, BEING UNWILLING TO USE WHAT HE HAS MADE. BUT THESE FOLKS, WHO IN THEIR BLASPHEMOUS FIGHT AGAINST GOD HAVE ABANDONED NATURAL REASONING, AND DESPISE THE LONG-SUFFERING AND GOODNESS OF GOD, EVEN IF THEY DO NOT WISH TO MARRY, USE THE FOOD MADE BY THE CREATOR AND BREATHE HIS AIR; FOR THEY ARE HIS WORKS AND DWELL IN HIS WORLD. THEY SAY THEY HAVE RECEIVED THE GOSPEL OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE STRANGE GOD; YET AT LEAST THEY OUGHT TO ACKNOWLEDGE GRATITUDE TO THE. LORD OF THE WORLD BECAUSE THEY RECEIVE THIS GOSPEL ON THIS EARTH.
13. BUT WE SHALL GIVE A DETAILED ANSWER TO THESE PEOPLE WHEN WE DISCUSS THE DOCTRINE OF FIRST PRINCIPLES. THE PHILOSOPHERS WHOM WE HAVE MENTIONED, FROM WHOM THE MARCIONITES BLASPHEMOUSLY DERIVED THEIR DOCTRINE THAT BIRTH IS EVIL, ON WHICH THEY THEN PLUMED THEMSELVES AS IF IT WERE THEIR OWN IDEA, DO NOT HOLD THAT IT IS EVIL BY NATURE, BUT ONLY FOR THE SOUL WHICH HAS PERCEIVED THE TRUTH. FOR THEY THINK THE SOUL IS DIVINE AND HAS COME DOWN HERE TO THIS WORLD AS A PLACE OF PUNISHMENT. IN THEIR VIEW SOULS WHICH HAVE BECOME EMBODIED NEED TO BE PURIFIED. BUT THIS DOCTRINE IS NOT THAT OF THE MARCIONITES, BUT OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT THE SOULS ARE ENCLOSED IN BODIES AND CHANGE FROM THIS PRISON AND UNDERGO TRANSMIGRATION. THERE WILL BE AN OPPORTUNITY TO REPLY TO THESE WHEN WE COME TO SPEAK ABOUT THE SOUL.
14. IT IS CLEAR THAT HERACLITUS REGARDS BIRTH AS SOMETHING EVIL WHEN HE SAYS: "WHEN MEN ARE BORN, THEY ARE FAIN TO LIVE AND SUFFER DEATH," OR RATHER GO TO THEIR REST, "AND THEY LEAVE CHILDREN WHO ALSO SUFFER DEATH." EMPEDOCLES IS OBVIOUSLY IN AGREEMENT WITH HIM WHEN HE SAYS: "WHEN I SAW THE PLACE, SO STRANGE IT WAS, I WEPT AND WAILED." AND FURTHER: “FOR OUT OF THE LIVING HE MADE THE DEAD, CHANGING THEIR FORMS." AND AGAIN; "O WOE, UNHAPPY RACE OF MORTALS, WRETCHED MEN! OUT OF WHAT KIND OF DISSENSIONS AND GROANS, WERE YOU BORN!" AND THE SIBYL ALSO SAYS: "MORTAL MEN ARE YE, AND FLESHLY, BEING NOTHING," LIKE THE POET WHO WRITES: "EARTH NURTURES NOTHING WEAKER THAN A MAN." 
15. MOREOVER THEOGNIS SHOWS THAT BIRTH IS EVIL WHEN HE SPEAKS AS FOLLOWS: "FOR MORTALS BEST IT IS NOT TO BE BORN AT ALL AND NEVER TO SEE THE RAYS OF THE BRIGHT SUN, BUT IF BORN TO PASS THE GATES OF HADES AS SOON AS POSSIBLE." WITH THIS AGREES ALSO THE TRAGIC POET EURIPIDES WHEN HE WRITES: "WHERE A MAN IS BORN, WE OUGHT TO ASSEMBLE ONLY TO BEWAIL HIS LOT IN COMING INTO SO MUCH EVIL. BUT WHEN ONE DIES AND COMES TO THE END OF TROUBLES THEN WE SHOULD REJOICE AND PRAISE HIS HAPPY DEPARTURE." AND AGAIN, HE SAYS THE SAME IN THESE WORDS: "WHO KNOWS IF LIFE BE NOT IN TRUTH BUT DEATH AND DEATH BE LIFE." 
16. HERODOTUS, IT IS CLEAR, MAKES SOLON SAY THE SAME AS THIS: "O CROESUS, EVERY MAN IS A MISFORTUNE." AND HIS MYTH ABOUT CLEOBIS AND BITON HAS OBVIOUSLY NO OTHER INTENTION THAN TO DISPARAGE BIRTH AND PRAISE DEATH. " AS SCATTERED LEAVES, SO IS MANKIND," SAYS HOMER 41 AND IN THE CRATYLUS PLATO ATTRIBUTES TO ORPHEUS THE DOCTRINE THAT THE SOUL IN THIS BODY IS SUFFERING PUNISHMENT. THIS IS WHAT HE SAYS: "SOME SAY THAT THE BODY IS A TOMB OF THE SOUL, AS BEING BURIED IN IT FOR THE PRESENT LIFE. AND BECAUSE THE SOUL EXPRESSES (SEMAINEI) BY THIS BODY WHATEVER IT MAY WISH TO EXPRESS, SO IT IS RIGHTLY CALLED A TOMB (SEMA). THE ORPHICS, IN PARTICULAR, SEEM TO HAVE GIVEN IT THIS NAME, AS THEY THINK THE SOUL SUFFERS PUNISHMENT FOR ITS MISDEEDS,"
17. IT IS ALSO WORTH MENTIONING THE REMARK OF PHILOLAUS. THIS PYTHAGOREAN SPEAKS AS FOLLOWS: "THE ANCIENT THEOLOGIANS AND SEERS TESTIFY THAT THE SOUL IS CONJOINED TO THE BODY TO SUFFER CERTAIN PUNISHMENTS, AND IS, AS IT WERE, BURIED IN THIS TOMB." AND PINDAR SPEAKS OF THE ELEUSINIAN MYSTERIES AS FOLLOWS: "BLESSED IS HE WHO HAS SEEN BEFORE HE GOES UNDER THE EARTH; FOR HE KNOWS THE END OF LIFE AND KNOWS ALSO ITS DIVINE BEGINNING. SIMILARLY IN THE PHAEDO PLATO DOES NOT HESITATE TO WRITE AS FOLLOWS: " AND THESE MEN WHO ESTABLISHED OUR MYSTERIES..." DOWN TO THE WORDS "AND WILL DWELL WITH THE GODS." AND WHAT WHEN HE SAYS, " AS LONG AS WE HAVE STILL THE BODY AND OUR SOUL IS INVOLVED IN SUCH EVIL, SHALL WE NEVER HAVE SUFFICIENT POSSESSION OF THAT WHICH WE DESIRE?" DOES HE NOT HINT THAT BIRTH IS THE CAUSE; OF THE WORST EVILS? AND IN THE PHAEDO HE BEARS WITNESS AGAIN: " ALL WHO HAVE RIGHTLY BEEN CONCERNED WITH PHILOSOPHY RUN THE RISK THAT OTHER MEN WILL FAIL TO NOTICE THAT THEIR SOLE OBJECT IS TO PURSUE DEATH AND DYING."
18. AND IN ANOTHER PLACE: " ACCORDINGLY HERE THE SOUL OF THE PHILOSOPHER MOSTLY DISREGARDS HIS BODY AND FLEES FROM IT, AND SEEKS TO BE EXISTENT BY ITSELF." DOES HE NOT AGREE TO SOME EXTENT WITH THE DIVINE APOSTLE WHEN HE SAYS, "O WRETCHED MAN THAT I AM, WHO SHALL DELIVER ME FROM THIS BODY OF DEATH?" UNLESS HE SPEAKS OF "BODY OF DEATH" IN A FIGURATIVE SENSE TO REFER TO THE AGREEMENT OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN ENTICED INTO EVIL. AND THAT SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, AS THE CAUSE OF BIRTH, WAS REJECTED LONG BEFORE MARCION BY PLATO IS CLEAR FROM THE FIRST BOOK OF THE REPUBLIC. FOR AFTER PRAISING OLD AGE HE CONTINUES: "MARK IT WELL, FOR ME THE MORE THE OTHER PLEASURES OF THE BODY FADE AWAY [1ST JOHN 2:15-17], THE MORE GROW THE DESIRES AND PLEASURES OF RATIONAL ENQUIRY." AND WITH REFERENCE TO SEX RELATIONS: "BE SILENT, O MAN, IT IS WITH THE GREATEST JOY THAT I ESCAPED FROM IT-AS IF I HAD ESCAPED FROM A WILD AND RAGING TYRANT."
19. AGAIN IN THE PHAEDO HE DISPARAGES BIRTH WHEN HE WRITES OF "THE DOCTRINE WHICH IS SECRETLY TAUGHT ABOUT THIS THAT WE MEN ARE IN A SORT OF PRISON." AND AGAIN, "THOSE WHO ARE MANIFESTLY DISTINGUISHED FOR THEIR HOLINESS OF LIFE ARE LIBERATED FROM THESE PLACES ON EARTH AND ARE SET FREE AS IF THIS EARTH WERE A PRISON, AND GO TO THE PURE HOME ABOVE." NEVERTHELESS, ALTHOUGH HE SAYS THIS, HE PERCEIVES THAT THE ADMINISTRATION OF THIS WORLD IS GOOD, AND SAYS: "ONE OUGHT NOT TO SET ONESELF FREE AND RUN AWAY. “AND TO SUM UP BRIEFLY, HE HAS GIVEN MARCION NO OPENING FOR HIS VIEW THAT MATTER IS EVIL, WHEN HE HIMSELF REVERENTLY SAYS OF THE WORLD, " ALL THAT IS GOOD THE WORLD HAS RECEIVED FROM HIM WHO HAS COMPOSED IT; BUT FROM ITS PREVIOUS STATE ARISE ALL THE RECALCITRANT AND UNJUST THINGS IN THE HEAVEN AND FROM THIS IT DERIVES THESE ELEMENTS AND CAUSES THEM IN LIVING BEINGS."
20. WITH EVEN GREATER CLARITY HE ADDS: "THE CAUSE OF THESE THINGS WAS THE MATERIAL ELEMENT IN THE WORLD'S CONSTITUTION, WHICH WAS AT ONE TIME BOUND UP WITH ITS ANCIENT NATURE. FOR BEFORE IT CAME INTO ITS PRESENT ORDERED STATE IT WAS IN A CONDITION OF GREAT CHAOS." TO THE SAME EFFECT IN THE LAWS HE LAMENTS THE OF MEN SAYING: "THE GODS HAD MERCY ON MANKIND WHICH BORN FOR TROUBLE, AND TO GIVE THEM REST FROM THEIR LABORS APPOINTED THE CHANGING CYCLE OF FEASTS." AND IN THE EPINOMIS DISCUSSES THE CAUSES OF THIS PITIFUL CONDITION AND SAYS THIS:) IN THE BEGINNING BIRTH WAS DIFFICULT FOR EVERY HUMAN BEING; TO GET TO THE STATE OF BEING AN EMBRYO, THEN TO BE BORN, AND TO BE NOURISHED AND EDUCATED, ALL THIS IS ATTENDED BY COUNT- PAINS, AS WE ALL AGREE." 
21. WHAT THEN? DOES NOT HERACLITUS CALL BIRTH DEATH, JUST AS PYTHAGORAS AND SOCRATES IN THE GORGIAS, WHEN HE SAYS: "DEATH IS WHAT WE SEE WHEN WE ARE AWAKE; AND WHAT WE SEE IN OUR SLEEP IS A DREAM." BUT ENOUGH OF THIS. WHEN WE DISCUSS FIRST PRINCIPLES, WE CONSIDER THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE VIEWS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS AND THOSE OF THE MARCIONITES. BUT I THINK I HAVE SHOWN CLEARLY ENOUGH THAT MARCION TOOK FROM PLATO THE STARTING-POINT OF HIS "STRANGE" DOCTRINES, WITHOUT EITHER GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENT OR UNDERSTANDING.
22. NOW WE MAY CONTINUE OUR DISCUSSION ABOUT CONTINENCE. WE WERE SAYING THAT FROM A DISLIKE OF ITS INCONVENIENCES THE GREEKS HAVE MADE MANY ADVERSE OBSERVATIONS ABOUT THE BIRTH OF CHILDREN, AND THAT THE MARCIONITES HAVE INTERPRETED THEM IN A GODLESS SENSE AND ARE UNGRATEFUL TO THEIR CREATOR. FOR THE TRAGEDY SAYS: "FOR MORTALS IT IS BETTER NOT TO BE BORN THAN TO BE BORN; CHILDREN I BRING TO BIRTH WITH BITTER PAINS; AND THEN WHEN I HAVE BORNE THEM, THEY LACK UNDERSTANDING. IN VAIN I GROAN, THAT I MUST LOOK ON WICKED OFFSPRING. WHILE I LOSE THE GOOD. IF THE GOOD SURVIVE, MY WRETCHED HEART IS MELTED BY ALARM. WHAT IS THIS GOODNESS THEN? IS IT NOT ENOUGH THAT I SHOULD CARE FOR ONE ALONE AND BEAR THE PAIN FOR THIS ONE SOUL?" AND FURTHER TO THE SAME EFFECT, "SO NOW I THINK AND HAVE LONG SO THOUGHT MAN OUGHT NEVER CHILDREN TO BEGET, SEEING INTO WHAT AGONIES WE ARE BORN." BUT IN THE FOLLOWING VERSES HE CLEARLY ATTRIBUTES THE CAUSE OF EVIL TO THE PRIMAL ORIGINS, WHEN HE SPEAKS AS FOLLOWS: "O THOU WHO ART BORN FOR MISFORTUNE AND DISASTER, THOU ART BORN A MAN, AND THINE UNHAPPY LIFE THOU DIDST RECEIVE FROM THE PLACE WHERE THE AIR OF HEAVEN, WHICH GIVES BREATH TO MORTALS, FIRST BEGAN TO GIVE FOOD FOR ALL. COMPLAIN NOT OF THY MORTAL STATE, THOU WHO ART MORTAL." 
23. AGAIN HE PUTS THE SAME IDEA IN THESE WORDS: “NO MORTAL IS CONTENT AND HAPPY NOR IS ANY BORN FREE FROM SORROW." AND THEN AGAIN:" ALAS, ALAS, HOW MANY ARE THE CHANCES OF MORTAL CALAMITY! HOW MANY FORMS IT TAKES! NONE CAN TELL THE END." AND FURTHER LIKEWISE:" OF WHAT IS MORTAL THERE IS NOTHING WHICH IS HAPPY WITHOUT END."
24. IT IS ASSERTED THAT ON THIS GROUND THE PYTHAGOREANS EXERCISED ABSTINENCE. BUT TO ME, ON THE CONTRARY, IT SEEMS THAT THEY MARRY FOR THE SAKE OF PROCREATING CHILDREN, BUT AFTER THEY HAVE BEGOTTEN CHILDREN, THEY DESIRE TO CONTROL SEXUAL INDULGENCE [THIS WAS ONLY ALLOWED ONCE IN GENESIS 4:1]. THAT IS WHY THEY GIVE THE MYSTERIOUS COMMAND TO ABSTAIN FROM BEANS, NOT BECAUSE PULSE LEADS TO FLATULENCE AND IS INDIGESTIBLE AND CAUSES TROUBLED DREAMS, NOR BECAUSE THE BEAN IS SHAPED LIKE A MAN'S HEAD; AS THE VERSE HAS IT, "IT IS ALIKE TO EAT BEANS AND THE HEAD OF ONE'S PARENTS." THE REAL REASON IS THAT IF BEANS ARE EATEN, THEY MAKE WOMEN BARREN. AT ANY RATE THEOPHRASTUS IN THE FIFTH BOOK OF HIS CAUSES OF PLANTS RELATES THAT IF THE PODS OF BEANS ARE PUT ROUND THE ROOTS OF NEWLY PLANTED TREES THE SHOOTS DRY UP AND THAT IF BIRDS THAT LIVE ROUND HOUSES ARE CONTINUOUSLY FED ON BEANS, THEY BECOME UNABLE TO LAY EGGS. 
CHAPTER IV
25. OF THE HERETICS WE MENTIONED MARCION OF PONTUS AS FORBIDDING THE USE OF THIS WORLD'S GOODS ON THE GROUND OF OPPOSITION TO THE CREATOR. THE CREATOR HIMSELF IS THUS THE REASON FOR CONTINENCE, IF THIS CAN BE CALLED CONTINENCE; FOR THIS GIANT O THINKS HE CAN RESIST GOD IS NOT CONTINENT BY AN ACT OF FREE CHOICE, IN THAT HE ATTACKS THE CREATION AND THE PROCESS BY WHICH IT IS FORMED. IF THEY QUOTE THE LORD'S WORDS TO PHILIP, "LET DEAD BURY THEIR DEAD, BUT DO THOU FOLLOW ME," THEY OUGHT TO CONSIDER THAT PHILIP'S FLESH IS ALSO FORMED IN THE SAME WAY; BODY IS NOT A POLLUTED CORPSE. HOW THEN COULD HE HAVE A BODY OF FLESH WHICH IS NOT A CORPSE? BECAUSE HE ROSE FROM THE TOMB WHEN THE LORD KILLED HIS PASSIONS, AND HE BEGAN TO LIVE UNTO CHRIST. WE ALSO MENTIONED THE BLASPHEMOUS IMMORALITY OF CARPOCRATES. BUT WHEN WE SPOKE ABOUT THE SAYING OF NICOLAUS, WE OMITTED TO SAY THIS. NICOLAUS, THEY SAY, HAD A LOVELY WIFE. WHEN AFTER THE SAVIOR’S ASCENSION HE WAS ACCUSED BEFORE THE APOSTLES OF JEALOUSY, HE BROUGHT HIS WIFE INTO THE CONCOURSE AND ALLOWED ANYONE WHO SO DESIRED TO MARRY HER. FOR, THEY SAY, THIS ACTION WAS APPROPRIATE TO THE SAYING: "ONE MUST ABUSE THE FLESH." THOSE WHO SHARE HIS HERESY FOLLOW BOTH HIS ACTION AND HIS WORDS SIMPLY AND WITHOUT QUALIFICATION BY INDULGING IN THE GRAVEST ENORMITY.
26. I AM INFORMED, HOWEVER, THAT NICOLAUS NEVER HAD RELATIONS WITH ANY WOMAN OTHER THAN THE WIFE HE MARRIED, AND THAT OF HIS CHILDREN HIS DAUGHTERS REMAINED VIRGINS TO THEIR OLD AGE, AND HIS SON REMAINED UNCORRUPTED. IN VIEW OF THIS IT WAS AN ACT OF SUPPRESSION OF PASSION WHEN HE BROUGHT BEFORE THE APOSTLES THE WIFE ON WHOSE ACCOUNT, HE WAS JEALOUS. HE TAUGHT WHAT IT MEANT TO "ABUSE THE FLESH" BY RESTRAINING THE DISTRACTING PASSIONS. FOR, AS THE LORD COMMANDED, HE DID NOT WISH TO SERVE TWO MASTERS, PLEASURE AND GOD. IT IS SAID THAT MATTHIAS ALSO TAUGHT THAT ONE SHOULD FIGHT THE FLESH AND ABUSE IT, NEVER ALLOWING IT TO GIVE WAY TO LICENTIOUS PLEASURE, SO THAT THE SOUL MIGHT GROW BY FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE.
27. THERE ARE SOME WHO CALL APHRODITE PANDEMOS [I.E., PHYSICAL LOVE] A MYSTICAL COMMUNION. THIS IS AN INSULT TO THE NAME OF COMMUNION. TO DO SOMETHING WRONG IS CALLED AN ACTION, JUST AS ALSO TO DO RIGHT IS LIKEWISE CALLED AN ACTION. SIMILARLY, COMMUNION IS GOOD WHEN THE WORD REFERS TO SHARING OF MONEY AND FOOD AND CLOTHING. BUT THEY HAVE IMPIOUSLY CALLED BY THE NAME OF COMMUNION ANY COMMON SEXUAL INTERCOURSE. THE STORY GOES THAT ONE OF THEM CAME TO A VIRGIN OF OUR CHURCH WHO HAD A LOVELY FACE AND SAID TO HER: "SCRIPTURE SAYS, 'GIVE TO EVERYONE THAT ASKS YOU.' " SHE, HOWEVER, NOT UNDERSTANDING THE LASCIVIOUS INTENTION OF THE MAN GAVE THE DIGNIFIED REPLY: "ON THE SUBJECT OF MARRIAGE, TALK TO MY MOTHER." WHAT GODLESSNESS! EVEN THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE LORD ARE PERVERTED BY THESE IMMORAL FELLOWS, THE BRETHREN OF LUST, A SHAME NOT ONLY TO PHILOSOPHY BUT TO ALL HUMAN LIFE, WHO CORRUPT THE TRUTH, OR RATHER DESTROY IT; AS FAR AS THEY CAN. THESE THRICE WRETCHED MEN TREAT CARNAL AND SEXUAL INTERCOURSE AS A SACRED RELIGIOUS MYSTERY, AND THINK THAT IT WILL BRING THEM TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD.
28. IT IS TO THE BROTHELS THAT THIS "COMMUNION" LEADS. THEY CAN HAVE PIGS AND GOATS AS THEIR ASSOCIATES. THOSE WHO HAVE MOST TO HOPE FROM THEM ARE THE PUBLIC HARLOTS WHO SHAMELESSLY RECEIVE ALL WHO WANT TO COME TO THEM. "BUT YOU HAVE NOT SO LEARNED CHRIST, IF YOU HAVE HEARD HIM AND HAVE BEEN TAUGHT BY HIM AS THE TRUTH IS IN CHRIST JESUS; PUT OFF WITH THE WAYS OF YOUR FORMER LIFE YOUR OLD MAN WHICH IS CORRUPTED BY THE DECEITFUL LUSTS. BE RENEWED IN THE SPIRIT OF YOUR MIND AND PUT ON THE NEW MAN WHICH AFTER GOD IS CREATED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUE HOLINESS," SO AS TO BE MADE LIKE UNTO GOD. "BE THEREFORE IMITATORS OF GOD, AS DEAR CHILDREN, AND WALK IN LOVE AS CHRIST ALSO LOVED US AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR US AS AN OFFERING AND SACRIFICE TO GOD FOR A SWEET-SMELLING SAVOR. BUT FORNICATION AND ALL IMPURITY AND COVETOUSNESS AND SHAMEFULNESS AND FOOLISH TALK, LET THEM NOT BE MENTIONED AMONG YOU AS IS FITTING FOR SAINTS." MOREOVER, THE APOSTLE TEACHES US TO BE CHASTE IN SPEECH WHEN HE WRITES, "KNOW THIS WELL THAT NO FORNICATOR..." AND SO ON AS FAR AS THE WORDS "BUT RATHER EXPOSE THEM."
29. THEY DERIVED THEIR DOCTRINES FROM AN APOCRYPHAL WORK. I WILL QUOTE THE TEXT WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF THEIR LICENTIOUSNESS. AND WHETHER THEY THEMSELVES, I MEAN THE AUTHORS OF THE BOOK, BARE RESPONSIBLE (SEE THEIR MADNESS, FOR BY THEIR LICENSE THEY DO GRIEVOUS WRONG TO GOD) OR WHETHER THEY DERIVED THEIR IDEAS FROM SOME OTHERS WHOM THEY FELL IN WITH, THEY HAVE TAKEN A SOUND DOCTRINE AND PERVERSELY MISAPPLIED IT. THE PASSAGE READS AS FOLLOWS: "ALL THINGS WERE ONE; BUT AS IT SEEMED GOOD TO ITS UNITY NOT TO BE ALONE, AN IDEA CAME FORTH FROM IT, AND IT HAD INTERCOURSE WITH IT AND MADE THE BELOVED. IN CONSEQUENCE OF THIS THERE CAME FORTH FROM HIM AN IDEA WITH WHICH HE HAD INTERCOURSE AND MADE POWERS WHICH CANNOT BE SEEN OR HEARD...", DOWN TO THE WORDS "EACH BY HER OWN NAME." IF THESE PEOPLE SPOKE OF ACTS OF SPIRITUAL UNION LIKE THE VALENTINIANS, PERHAPS ONE COULD ACCEPT THEIR VIEW. BUT TO SUPPOSE THAT THE HOLY PROPHETS SPOKE OF CARNAL AND WANTON INTERCOURSE IS THE WAY OF A MAN WHO HAS RENOUNCED SALVATION.
30. THESE ARE ALSO THE DOCTRINES OF THE ADHERENTS OF PRODICUS, WHO FALSELY ENTITLE THEMSELVES GNOSTICS, ASSERTING THAT THEY ARE BY NATURE SONS OF THE FIRST GOD. BUT THEY MISUSE THEIR NOBLE BIRTH AND FREEDOM AND LIFE AS THEY DESIRE. AND THEIR DESIRE IS FOR PLEASURE, THINKING THAT NO ONE IS SUPERIOR TO THEM, AS THEY ARE LORDS OF THE SABBATH AND ARE ROYAL SONS FAR ABOVE THE REST OF MANKIND. TO A KING, THEY SAY, THERE IS NO LAW PRESCRIBED. BUT IN THE FIRST PLACE THEY CANNOT DO ALL THEY DESIRE SINCE THERE IS MUCH TO PREVENT THEM, HOWEVER MUCH THEY DESIRE AND ESSAY TO DO IT. AND EVEN WHAT THEY CAN DO, THEY DO NOT LIKE KINGS, BUT LIKE CRINGING SLAVES. FOR IT IS ONLY IN SECRET THAT THEY COMMIT ADULTERY, AS THEY ARE SCARED OF BEING CAUGHT. THEY WANT TO AVOID CONDEMNATION AND ARE AFRAID OF PUNISHMENT. WHAT FREEDOM IS THERE IN THEIR LICENSE AND FILTHY TALK? "EVERYONE WHO SINS, IS A SLAVE OF SIN," SAYS THE APOSTLE.
31. THE LORD HAS SAID: "BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, YOU SHALL NOT LUST." HOW THEN CAN HE LIVE ACCORDING TO GOD'S WILL WHO SURRENDERS HIMSELF TO EVERY DESIRE? AND IS A MAN TO DECIDE OF HIS OWN FREE WILL THAT HE CAN SIN, AND LAY IT DOWN AS A PRINCIPLE THAT ONE MAY COMMIT ADULTERY AND REVEL IN SIN AND BREAK UP OTHER MEN'S MARRIAGES, WHEN WE EVEN TAKE PITY ON OTHERS IF THEY FALL INTO SIN AGAINST THEIR WILL? AND IF THEY REGARD THE WORLD INTO WHICH THEY HAVE COME AS AN ALIEN COUNTRY THEY WILL NOT POSSESS THE TRUTH IF THEY HAVE NOT BEEN FAITHFUL IN THAT WHICH IS ANOTHER'S. DOES A FOREIGN VISITOR INSULT THE CITIZENS AND DO THEM INJURY? DOES HE NOT RATHER BEHAVE AS A GUEST AND CONFORM TO THE NECESSARY RULES, LIVING WITHOUT CAUSING OFFENCE TO THE CITIZENS? AND HOW CAN THEY SAY THAT THEY ALONE KNOW GOD WHEN THEY DO THE SAME THINGS AS THOSE WHO ARE LOATHED BY THE HEATHEN BECAUSE THEY DO NOT DO WHAT THE LAWS DIRECT, THAT IS, AS THE WICKED AND INCONTINENT AND COVETOUS AND ADULTEROUS? THEY OUGHT TO LIVE GOOD LIVES EVEN WHILE THEY ARE DWELLING IN AN ALIEN COUNTRY, TO MANIFEST THEIR TRULY KINGLY NATURE.
32. BUT BECAUSE THEY HAVE CHOSEN TO DISOBEY THE LAWS, THEY MAKE THEMSELVES OBJECTS OF HATRED BOTH TO HUMAN LAWGIVERS AND TO THE LAW OF GOD. AT ANY RATE IN NUMBERS THE MAN WHO THRUST HIS SPEAR INTO THE FORNICATOR IS EVIDENTLY BLESSED BY GOD. AND JOHN SAYS IN HIS EPISTLE: "IF WE SAY THAT WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM AND WALK IN DARKNESS, WE LIE AND DO NOT THE TRUTH; BUT IF WE WALK IN THE LIGHT AS HE IS IN THE LIGHT, WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM, AND THE BLOOD OF JESUS HIS SON CLEANSES US FROM SIN."
33. HOW THEN ARE THEY WHO DO THESE THINGS SUPERIOR TO WORLDLY MEN WHEN THEY BEHAVE LIKE THE VERY WORST MEN OF THIS WORLD? THOSE WHOSE ACTIONS ARE ALIKE ARE IN MY OPINION OF LIKE NATURE. THOSE WHO THINK THEY ARE SUPERIOR TO OTHERS BY THEIR NOBILITY OF BIRTH OUGHT TO BE SUPERIOR TO THEM ALSO IN THEIR MORAL CHARACTERS, THAT THEY MAY ESCAPE INCARCERATION IN THE PRISON. FOR INDEED AS THE LORD SAID: "EXCEPT YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS EXCEED THAT OF THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, YOU SHALL NOT ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD." HOWEVER, ABSTINENCE FROM FOOD IS EXEMPLIFIED IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL AND TO SUM UP IN A WORD, CONCERNING OBEDIENCE DAVID SPEAKS IN THE PSALMS: "HOW SHALL A YOUNG MAN CORRECT HIS WAY?" AND AT ONCE HE HEARS "BY KEEPING THY WORD WITH HIS WHOLE HEART." AND JEREMIAH SAYS: "THUS SAITH THE LORD, YOU SHALL NOT WALK IN THE WAYS OF THE HEATHEN."
34. BECAUSE OF THESE CERTAIN OTHER DEPRAVED AND WORTHLESS FELLOWS HAVE BEEN IMPELLED TO ASSERT THAT MAN WAS FORMED BY VARIOUS POWERS, AND THAT DOWN AS FAR AS THE NAVEL HIS BODY SHOWS THE WORK OF GODLIKE CRAFTSMANSHIP, BUT HIS LOWER PARTS INDICATE INFERIOR WORKMANSHIP. IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE LATTER MAN HAS A SEXUAL IMPULSE. THEY FAIL TO OBSERVE THAT THE UPPER PARTS ALSO WANT FOOD AND IN SOME MEN ARE LUSTFUL. AND THEY CONTRADICT CHRIST WHEN HE SAID TO THE PHARISEES THAT THE SAME GOD MADE BOTH OUR OUTER AND OUR INNER MAN. MOREOVER, DESIRE IS NOT A BODILY THING, THOUGH IT OCCURS BECAUSE OF THE BODY. CERTAIN OTHERS, WHOM WE MAY CALL ANTITACTAE [I.E., OPPONENTS], ASSERT THAT THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE IS OUR FATHER BY NATURE, AND ALL THAT HE HAS MADE IS GOOD. BUT ONE OF THE BEINGS MADE BY HIM SOWED TARES AND SO CAUSED THE ORIGIN OF EVILS. HE INVOLVED US ALL IN THEM AND SO MADE US OPPONENTS OF THE FATHER. THEREFORE, EVEN WE OURSELVES ARE SET IN OPPOSITION TO HIM TO AVENGE THE FATHER, AND ACT CONTRARY TO THE WILL OF THE SECOND. SINCE, THEN, THE LATTER HAS SAID, "THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY," LET US, SAY THEY, COMMIT ADULTERY TO ABOLISH HIS COMMANDMENT.
35. TO THEM WE WOULD SAY: WE HAVE BEEN TAUGHT TO RECOGNIZE BY THEIR WORKS FALSE PROPHETS AND ALL WHO MERELY PRETEND TO THE TRUTH. AND YOUR WORKS TELL AGAINST YOU. HOW CAN YOU STILL ASSERT THAT YOU ADHERE TO THE TRUTH? FOR EITHER NOTHING EVIL EXISTS, IN WHICH CASE THERE IS NO QUESTION OF FINDING FAULT WITH HIM WHOM YOU ATTACK AS BEING IN OPPOSITION TO GOD, AND HE IS NOT THE ORIGINATOR OF ANYTHING EVIL (BOTH THE FRUIT AND THE TREE ARE DONE AWAY TOGETHER), OR, IF WICKEDNESS REALLY DOES EXIST, LET THEM TELL US WHAT THEY HAVE TO SAY OF THE COMMANDMENTS GIVEN TO US ABOUT RIGHTEOUSNESS, SELF-CONTROL, PATIENCE, LONG SUFFERING, AND OTHER SUCH VIRTUES, WHETHER THEY THINK THEM BAD OR GOOD? IF THE COMMAND IS BAD WHICH FORBIDS ONE TO DO ALMOST ALL THAT IS DISGRACEFUL, THEN EVIL MUST ENACT LAWS AGAINST ITSELF IN ORDER TO DESTROY ITS OWN FRUIT, WHICH IS IMPOSSIBLE. IF IT IS GOOD, BY OPPOSING GOOD COMMANDMENTS THEY MUST CONFESS THAT THEY ARE OPPOSING WHAT IS RIGHT AND DOING WRONG. 
36. BUT THE SAVIOR HIMSELF, WHOM ALONE THEY THINK ONE SHOULD OBEY, HAS FORBIDDEN HATRED AND REVILING AND SAYS: "WHEN YOU GO WITH YOUR ADVERSARY TO COURT, TRY TO ACHIEVE A FRIENDLY RECONCILIATION WITH HIM." ACCORDINGLY, THEY WILL EITHER REFUSE TO ACCEPT CHRIST'S EXHORTATION, IN THAT THEY ARE IN OPPOSITION TO THE ADVERSARY, OR THEY WILL BECOME HIS FRIENDS AND CEASE TO OPPOSE HIM. WHAT THEN? DO YOU NOT REALIZE, MY WORTHY FRIENDS (I SPEAK AS IF YOU WERE PRESENT WITH ME) THAT BY CONFLICT WITH THESE EXCELLENT COMMANDMENTS YOU FIGHT AGAINST YOUR OWN SALVATION? YOU OVERTURN YOURSELVES, NOT THESE BENEFICIAL INSTRUCTIONS. THE LORD SAID, "LET YOUR GOOD WORKS SHINE OUT." BUT YOU MAKE YOUR LICENTIOUSNESS MANIFEST TO ALL. BESIDES, IF YOUR AIM IS TO DESTROY THE LAWGIVER'S COMMANDS, WHY IS IT THE COMMANDS "THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY" AND "THOU SHALT NOT CORRUPT BOYS," AND ALL THE COMMANDMENTS ENJOINING PURITY, WHICH THROUGH YOUR INCONTINENCE YOU SEEK TO DESTROY? WHY DO YOU NOT ABOLISH WINTER, WHICH HE MADE, AND MAKE IT SUMMER WHEN IT IS STILL MIDWINTER, AND MAKE DRY LAND NAVIGABLE AND THE SEA PASSABLE ON FOOT, AS THE HISTORIANS SAY XERXES THE BARBARIAN DESIRED TO DO?
37. WHY DO YOU NOT OPPOSE ALL THE COMMANDMENTS? FOR HE SAYS, "INCREASE AND MULTIPLY YOU WHO ARE OPPOSED TO HIM OUGHT TO ABSTAIN FROM SEXUAL RELATIONS ALTOGETHER [BUT NOT SEXLESS RELATIONS TO REPLENISH THE EARTH]. AND IF HE SAYS, "I HAVE GIVEN YOU ALL THINGS FOR FOOD AND ENJOYMENT, YOU OUGHT TO ENJOY NOTHING AT ALL. MOREOVER, HE SAYS, " AN EYE FOR AN EYE." YOU OUGHT NOT, THEREFORE, TO REPAY OPPOSITION WITH OPPOSITION. IF HE TELLS THE THIEF TO RESTORE FOURFOLD, YOU OUGHT EVEN TO GIVE SOMETHING TO THE THIEF. SIMILARLY, AGAIN, YOU WHO OPPOSE THE COMMAND "THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD" OUGHT NOT TO LOVE THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE AT ALL. AND IF HE SAYS, "THOU SHALT NOT MAKE ANY GRAVEN OR MOLTEN IMAGE," IT FOLLOWS THAT YOU OUGHT TO BOW DOWN TO GRAVEN IMAGES. ARE YOU NOT BLASPHEMOUS, THEREFORE, WHEN YOU OPPOSE, AS YOU SAY, THE CREATOR, AND ENDEAVOR TO DO THE SAME AS FORNICATORS AND ADULTERERS? DO YOU NOT PERCEIVE THAT YOU MAKE HIM ALL THE GREATER WHOM YOU REGARD AS WEAK IF WHAT IS TAKING PLACE IS WHAT HE WISHES AND NOT WHAT THE GOOD GOD WILLS? FOR, ON THE CONTRARY, YOUR FATHER, AS YOU CALL HIM, IS SHOWN TO BE WEAK BY YOU YOURSELVES.
38. THESE FOLKS ALSO COLLECT EXTRACTS FROM THE PROPHETS, MAKING A SELECTION AND MISCHIEVOUSLY STRINGING THEM TOGETHER. THEY INTERPRET IN A LITERAL SENSE SAYING INTENDED TO BE UNDERSTOOD ALLEGORICALLY. IT IS WRITTEN, THEY SAY, "THEY RESISTED GOD AND WERE SAVED." BUT THEY ADD THE "SHAMELESS" GOD, AND INTERPRET THIS SAYING AS IF IT GAVE THEM ADVICE, THINKING IT WILL BRING THEM SALVATION IF THEY RESIST THE CREATOR. IN FACT, SCRIPTURE DOES NOT MENTION THE " SHAMELESS" GOD. AND IF IT DID, YOU FOOL, YOU SHOULD HAVE UNDERSTOOD THE WORD "SHAMELESS" TO REFER TO HIM WHO IS CALLED THE DEVIL, EITHER BECAUSE HE SLANDERS MEN, OR BECAUSE HE ACCUSES SINNERS, OR BECAUSE HE IS AN APOSTATE. THE PEOPLE TO WHOM THE PASSAGE REFERS WERE UNWILLING TO BE PUNISHED FOR THEIR SINS, AND THEY SPOKE THE WORDS QUOTED IN A SPIRIT OF COMPLAINING AND GRUMBLING, ON THE GROUND THAT OTHER NATIONS WERE NOT PUNISHED WHEN THEY TRANSGRESSED, AND THAT ON EVERY OCCASION THEY ALONE WERE HUMILIATED, SO THAT EVEN JEREMIAH SAID, "WHY IS THE WAY OF THE UNGODLY EASY?" SIMILAR IN SENSE TO THIS IS THE SAYING IN MALACHI WHICH HAS BEEN QUOTED: "THEY RESISTED GOD AND WERE SAVED." IN UTTERING THEIR ORACLES, THE PROPHETS DO NOT ONLY SAY THAT THEY HAVE HEARD SOME MESSAGE FROM GOD; IT IS ALSO EVIDENT THAT THEY TAKE UP PHRASES IN COMMON USE AMONG THE PEOPLE AND REPLY TO THEM, AS IF THEY WERE REPORTING CERTAIN QUESTIONS RAISED BY THEM. THE SAYING UNDER DISCUSSION IS AN INSTANCE OF THIS.
39. PERHAPS IT IS SUCH PEOPLE THAT THE APOSTLE ATTACKS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS WHEN HE WRITES: " AND NOT AS WE ARE BLASPHEMOUSLY ACCUSED AND SOME ASSERT THAT WE SAY, LET US DO EVIL THAT GOOD MAY COME, AN ARGUMENT WHICH IS RIGHTLY CONDEMNED." THESE ARE THEY WHO WHEN READING THE BIBLE PERVERT, THE SENSE TO THEIR OWN DESIRES BY THEIR TONE OF VOICE, AND BY CHANGING CERTAIN ACCENTS AND MARKS OF PUNCTUATION TWIST WORDS THAT ARE WISE AND USEFUL TO CONFORM TO THEIR OWN LUSTS. "YOU WHO PROVOKE GOD WITH YOUR WORDS," SAYS MALACHI, "HAVE EVEN SAID WHEREIN HAVE WE PROVOKED HIM? IN THIS, THAT YOU HAVE SAID, ANYONE WHO DOES EVIL IS GOOD IN THE LORD'S SIGHT, AND HE IS WELL PLEASED WITH THEM; AND, WHERE IS THE GOD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS?" 
CHAPTER V
40. IT IS NOT OUR AIM TO PURSUE THIS SUBJECT IN FURTHER DETAIL AND TO MENTION FURTHER SENSELESS HERESIES. TO PUT THEM TO SHAME WE SHOULD BE FORCED TO DEAL WITH EACH ONE, AND TO STATE OUR OBJECTIONS TO EACH POINT, WHICH WOULD EXTEND THESE NOTES TO AN UNCONSCIONABLE LENGTH. ACCORDINGLY, WE MAY DIVIDE ALL THE HERESIES INTO TWO GROUPS IN MAKING ANSWER TO THEM. EITHER THEY TEACH THAT ONE OUGHT TO LIVE ON THE PRINCIPLE THAT IT IS A MATTER OF INDIFFERENCE WHETHER ONE DOES RIGHT OR WRONG, OR THEY SET A TOO ASCETIC TONE AND PROCLAIM THE NECESSITY OF CONTINENCE ON THE GROUND OF OPINIONS WHICH ARE GODLESS AND ARISE FROM HATRED OF WHAT GOD HAS CREATED. FIRST, WE MAY DISCUSS THE FORMER GROUP. IF IT IS LAWFUL TO LIVE ANY SORT OF LIFE ONE LIKES, OBVIOUSLY ONE MAY LIVE IN CONTINENCE; OR IF ANY KIND OF LIFE HAS NO DANGERS FOR THE ELECT, OBVIOUSLY ONE OF VIRTUE AND SELF-CONTROL IS FAR LESS DANGEROUS. IF THE "LORD OF THE SABBATH" HAS BEEN GIVEN THE RIGHT TO PASS UNCORRECTED IF HE LIVES AN IMMORAL LIFE, A FORTIORI THERE WILL BE NO CORRECTION FOR HIM WHO BEHAVES DECENTLY. " ALL THINGS ARE LAWFUL, BUT ALL THINGS ARE NOT EXPEDIENT," SAYS THE APOSTLE. IF ALL THINGS ARE LAWFUL, OBVIOUSLY THIS INCLUDES SELF-CONTROL.
41. THEREFORE IF ONE WHO USES HIS POWER TO LIVE A VIRTUOUS LIFE RECEIVES PRAISE, THEN MUCH MORE-WORTHY OF REVERENCE AND HONOR IS HE WHO HAS GIVEN US THIS FREE AND SOVEREIGN POWER AND HAS ALLOWED US TO LIVE AS WE CHOOSE, NOT ALLOWING US TO BECOME ENSLAVED AND SUBJECTED TO NECESSITY BY OUR ACTS OF CHOICE AND REJECTION. BUT IF BOTH CAN HAVE NO ANXIETY, HE WHO CHOOSES INCONTINENCE AND HE WHO CHOOSES ABSTINENCE, YET THE HONOR IS NOT EQUAL. HE WHO INDULGES HIS PLEASURES GRATIFIES HIS BODY; BUT HE WHO IS CONTROLLED LIBERATES FROM ITS PASSIONS HIS SOUL WHICH IS MASTER OF THE BODY. AND IF THEY TELL US THAT WE ARE CALLED TO FREEDOM, ONLY LET US NOT USE OUR FREEDOM AS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE FLESH, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS. IF LUST IS TO BE GRATIFIED AND A LIFE OF SIN REGARDED AS MORALLY NEUTRAL, AS THEY SAY, EITHER WE OUGHT TO INDULGE OUR DESIRES IN EVERY DIRECTION AND, IF THIS IS OUR DESIRE, DO THE MOST LASCIVIOUS AND IMMORAL ACTS, IN THAT WE ARE FOLLOWING OUR INSTINCTS IN EVERY WAY; OR WE MAY SUPPRESS CERTAIN DESIRES AND LIVE NO LONGER A LIFE WHICH RECOGNIZES NO DISTINCTION OF RIGHT AND WRONG, NOR BE ABSOLUTE SLAVES TO OUR MOST DISHONORABLE MEMBERS, THE STOMACH AND THE PRIVATE PARTS, GRATIFYING OUR CARCASS FOR THE SAKE OF DESIRE. FOR DESIRE IS NOURISHED AND INVIGORATED IF IT IS ENCOURAGED IN INDULGENCE, JUST AS, ON THE OTHER HAND, IT LOSES STRENGTH IF IT IS KEPT IN CHECK.
42. BUT HOW IS IT POSSIBLE TO BECOME LIKE THE LORD AND HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IF ONE IS SUBJECT TO PHYSICAL PLEASURES? EVERY PLEASURE IS THE CONSEQUENCE OF AN APPETITE, AND AN APPETITE IS A CERTAIN PAIN AND ANXIETY, CAUSED BY NEED, WHICH REQUIRES SOME OBJECT. IN MY OPINION THOSE WHO CHOOSE THIS KIND OF LIFE ARE SIMPLY "SUFFERING PAIN TO THEIR SHAME," AS THE WELL-KNOWN VERSE PUTS IT, 16 CHOOSING EVIL WHICH THEY BRING UPON THEMSELVES, NOW AND HEREAFTER. IF, THEN, ALL THINGS WERE LAWFUL AND ONE NEED HAVE NO FEAR THAT BECAUSE OF ONE'S WICKED DEEDS ONE'S HOPE OF SALVATION WOULD BE LOST, PERHAPS THEY MIGHT HAVE SOME EXCUSE FOR LIVING THIS WICKED AND WRETCHED LIFE. BUT THROUGH THE COMMANDMENTS A LIFE OF BLESSEDNESS IS SHOWN TO US. WE MUST ALL KEEP TO THEM WITHOUT MISINTERPRETING ANY OF THE WORDS OR NEGLECTING ANY OF OUR DUTIES, HOWEVER MINUTE. WE MUST FOLLOW WHERE THE WORD LEADS; AND IF WE DEPART FROM IT, WE MUST FALL INTO "ENDLESS EVIL." AND BY FOLLOWING THE DIVINE SCRIPTURE, THE PATH BY WHICH BELIEVERS TRAVEL, WE ARE TO BE MADE LIKE UNTO THE LORD AS FAR AS POSSIBLE. WE MUST NOT LIVE AS IF THERE WERE NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RIGHT AND WRONG, BUT, TO THE BEST OF OUR POWER, MUST PURIFY OURSELVES FROM INDULGENCE AND LUST AND TAKE CARE FOR OUR SOUL WHICH MUST CONTINUALLY BE DEVOTED TO THE DEITY ALONE. FOR WHEN IT IS PURE AND SET FREE FROM ALL EVIL THE MIND IS SOMEHOW CAPABLE OF RECEIVING THE POWER OF GOD AND THE DIVINE IMAGE IS SET UP IN IT. " AND EVERYONE WHO HAS THIS HOPE IN THE LORD PURIFIES HIMSELF," SAYS THE SCRIPTURE, "EVEN AS HE IS PURE."
43. TO ATTAIN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THOSE WHO ARE STILL UNDER THE CONTROL OF THEIR PASSIONS. THEREFORE, THEY CANNOT ATTAIN THE SALVATION THEY HOPE FOR AS THEY HAVE NOT OBTAINED ANY KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. HE WHO FAILS TO ATTAIN THIS END IS CLEARLY SUBJECT TO THE CHARGE OF BEING IGNORANT OF GOD, AND IGNORANCE OF GOD IS SHOWN BY A MAN'S MANNER OF LIFE. IT IS ABSOLUTELY IMPOSSIBLE AT THE SAME TIME TO BE A MAN OF UNDERSTANDING AND NOT TO BE ASHAMED TO GRATIFY THE BODY. NOR CAN THE VIEW THAT PLEASURE IS THE SUPREME GOOD BE RECONCILED WITH THE VIEW THAT ONLY THE BEAUTIFUL IS GOOD, OR THAT ONLY THE LORD IS BEAUTIFUL, AND GOD ALONE IS GOOD AND IS ALONE TO BE LOVED. "YOU ARE CIRCUMCISED IN CHRIST WITH A CIRCUMCISION NOT DONE WITH HANDS, WHICH CONSISTS RATHER IN THE PUTTING AWAY OF THE CARNAL BODY, IN THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST." "IF YOU THEN ARE RISEN WITH CHRIST, SEEK THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOVE; HAVE IN MIND HIGHER THINGS, NOT EARTHLY THINGS. FOR YOU ARE DEAD, AND YOUR LIFE, IS HID WITH CHRIST IN GOD" -- BUT NOT THE FORNICATION WHICH THEY PRACTICE. "MORTIFY THEREFORE YOUR EARTHLY MEMBERS, FORNICATION, UNCLEANNESS, PASSION, LUST; FOR ON ACCOUNT OF THESE WRATH IS COMING." LET THEM ALSO THEREFORE "PUT AWAY ANGER, WRATH, WICKEDNESS, BLASPHEMY, FILTHY TALK FROM THEIR MOUTH, PUTTING OFF THE OLD MAN WITH ITS LUSTS, AND PUTTING ON THE NEW MAN WHICH IS RENEWED TO POSSESS FULL KNOWLEDGE ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF HIM WHO CREATED IT."
44. IT IS THE MANNER OF LIFE WHICH SHOWS UP THOSE WHO KNOW THE COMMANDMENTS; FOR AS A MAN'S WORD IS, SO IS HIS LIFE. THE TREE IS KNOWN BY ITS FRUIT, NOT BY ITS BLOSSOM AND LEAVES. KNOWLEDGE, THEN, COMES FROM THE FRUIT AND FROM BEHAVIOR, NOT FROM TALK AND FROM BLOSSOM. WE SAY THAT KNOWLEDGE IS NOT MERE TALK, BUT A CERTAIN DIVINE KNOWLEDGE, THAT LIGHT WHICH IS KINDLED IN THE SOUL AS A RESULT OF OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMANDMENTS, AND WHICH REVEALS ALL THAT IS IN A STATE OF BECOMING, ENABLES MAN TO KNOW HIMSELF AND TEACHES HIM TO BECOME POSSESSED OF GOD. WHAT THE EYE IS IN THE BODY, KNOWLEDGE IS IN THE MIND. LET THEM NOT CALL BONDAGE TO PLEASURE FREEDOM, AS IF BITTERNESS WERE SWEET. WE HAVE LEARNT TO RECOGNIZE AS FREEDOM THAT WHICH THE LORD ALONE CONFERS ON US WHEN HE LIBERATES US FROM LUSTS AND DESIRES AND THE OTHER PASSIONS. "HE WHO SAYS, I KNOW THE LORD, AND DOES NOT KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, IS A LIAR AND THE TRUTH, IS NOT IN HIM," SAYS JOHN. 
CHAPTER VI
45. TO THOSE, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHO UNDER A PIOUS CLOAK BLASPHEME BY THEIR CONTINENCE BOTH THE CREATION AND THE HOLY CREATOR, THE ALMIGHTY, ONLY GOD, AND TEACH THAT ONE MUST REJECT MARRIAGE AND BEGETTING OF CHILDREN, AND SHOULD NOT BRING OTHERS IN THEIR PLACE TO LIVE IN THIS WRETCHED WORLD, NOR GIVE ANY SUSTENANCE TO DEATH, OUR REPLY IS AS FOLLOWS. WE MAY FIRST QUOTE THE WORD OF THE APOSTLE JOHN: "AND NOW ARE MANY ANTICHRISTS COME, WHENCE WE KNOW THAT IT IS THE LAST HOUR. THEY WENT OUT FROM US, BUT THEY WERE NOT OF US. FOR IF THEY HAD BEEN OF US, THEY WOULD HAVE REMAINED WITH US." NEXT, WE MAY DESTROY THEIR CASE ON THE GROUND THAT THEY PERVERT THE SENSE OF THE BOOKS THEY QUOTE, AS FOLLOWS. WHEN SALOME ASKED THE LORD: "HOW LONG SHALL DEATH HOLD SWAY?" HE ANSWERED: " AS LONG AS YOU WOMEN BEAR CHILDREN." HER WORDS DO NOT IMPLY THAT THIS LIFE IS EVIL AND THE' CREATION BAD, AND HIS REPLY ONLY TEACHES THE ORDINARY COURSE OF NATURE. FOR BIRTH IS INVARIABLY FOLLOWED BY DEATH.
46. THE TASK OF THE LAW IS TO DELIVER US FROM A DISSOLUTE LIFE AND ALL DISORDERLY WAYS. ITS PURPOSE IS TO LEAD US FROM UNRIGHTEOUSNESS TO RIGHTEOUSNESS, SO THAT IT WOULD HAVE US SELF-CONTROLLED IN MARRIAGE, IN BEGETTING CHILDREN, AND IN GENERAL BEHAVIOR. THE LORD IS NOT "COME TO DESTROY THE LAW BUT TO FULFILL IT." "TO FULFILL" DOES NOT IMPLY THAT IT WAS DEFECTIVE, BUT THAT BY HIS COMING THE PROPHECIES OF THE LAW ARE ACCOMPLISHED, SINCE BEFORE THE LAW THE DEMAND FOR RIGHT CONDUCT WAS PROCLAIMED BY THE LOGOS TO THOSE ALSO WHO LIVED GOOD LIVES. THE MULTITUDE WHO KNOW NOTHING OF CONTINENCE LIVE FOR THE BODY, NOT FOR THE SPIRIT. BUT THE BODY WITHOUT SPIRIT IS "EARTH AND ASHES." NOW THE LORD JUDGE’S ADULTERY WHICH IS ONLY COMMITTED IN THOUGHT. WHAT THEN? IS IT NOT POSSIBLE TO REMAIN CONTINENT EVEN IN THE MARRIED STATE AND NOT TO SEEK TO "PUT ASUNDER WHAT GOD HAS JOINED TOGETHER" FOR SUCH IS THE TEACHING OF THOSE WHO DIVIDE THE YOKE OF MARRIAGE, BY REASON OF WHOM THE CHRISTIAN NAME IS BLASPHEMED? IF IT IS THE VIEW OF THESE PEOPLE WHO THEMSELVES OWE THEIR EXISTENCE TO SEXUAL RELATIONS THAT SUCH RELATIONS ARE IMPURE, MUST NOT THEY BE IMPURE? BUT I HOLD THAT EVEN THE SEED OF THE SANCTIFIED IS HOLY [ONLY IN SEXLESS RELATIONS IS IT HOLY IN ACTS 17:22-30, BUT SEXUAL RELATIONS ARE ALWAYS CORRUPT IN GENESIS 4:1].
47. IN US IT IS NOT ONLY THE SPIRIT WHICH OUGHT TO BE SANCTIFIED, BUT ALSO OUR BEHAVIOR, MANNER OF LIFE, AND OUR BODY. WHAT DOES THE APOSTLE PAUL MEAN WHEN HE SAYS THAT THE WIFE IS SANCTIFIED BY THE HUSBAND AND THE HUSBAND BY THE WIFE? AND WHAT IS THE [SEXLESS] MEANING OF THE LORD'S WORDS TO THOSE WHO ASKED CONCERNING DIVORCE WHETHER IT IS LAWFUL TO PUT AWAY ONE'S WIFE AS MOSES COMMANDED? "BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF YOUR HEARTS," HE SAYS, "MOSES WROTE THIS; BUT HAVE YOU NOT READ THAT GOD SAID TO THE FIRST MAN, YOU TWO SHALL BE ONE FLESH? THEREFORE, HE WHO DIVORCES HIS WIFE EXCEPT FOR FORNICATION MAKES HER AN ADULTERESS." BUT "AFTER THE RESURRECTION," HE SAYS, "THEY NEITHER MARRY NOR ARE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE." MOREOVER, CONCERNING THE BELLY AND ITS FOOD IT IS WRITTEN: "FOOD IS FOR THE BELLY AND THE BELLY FOR FOOD; BUT GOD SHALL DESTROY BOTH THE ONE AND THE OTHER." IN THIS SAYING HE ATTACKS THOSE WHO THINK THEY CAN LIVE LIKE WILD PIGS AND GOATS, LEST THEY SHOULD INDULGE THEIR PHYSICAL APPETITES WITHOUT RESTRAINT.
48. IF, AS THEY SAY, THEY HAVE ALREADY ATTAINED THE STATE OF RESURRECTION, AND ON THIS ACCOUNT REJECT MARRIAGE LET THEM NEITHER EAT NOR DRINK. FOR THE APOSTLE SAYS THAT IN THE RESURRECTION THE BELLY AND FOOD SHALL BE DESTROYED. WHY THEN DO THEY HUNGER AND THIRST AND SUFFER THE WEAKNESSES OF THE FLESH AND ALL THE OTHER NEEDS WHICH WILL NOT AFFECT THE MAN WHO THROUGH CHRIST HAS ATTAINED TO THE HOPED-FOR RESURRECTION? FURTHERMORE, THOSE WHO WORSHIP IDOLS ABSTAIN BOTH FROM FOOD AND FROM SEXUAL INTERCOURSE. "BUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD DOES NOT CONSIST IN EATING AND DRINKING," HE SAYS. AND INDEED, THE MAGI MAKE A POINT OF ABSTAINING FROM WINE AND THE MEAT OF ANIMALS AND FROM SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WHILE THEY ARE WORSHIPPING ANGELS AND DAEMONS. BUT JUST AS HUMILITY CONSISTS IN MEEKNESS AND NOT IN TREATING ONE'S BODY ROUGHLY, SO ALSO CONTINENCE IS A VIRTUE OF THE SOUL WHICH IS NOT MANIFEST TO OTHERS, BUT IS IN SECRET.
49. THERE ARE SOME WHO SAY OUTRIGHT THAT MARRIAGE IS FORNICATION AND TEACH THAT IT WAS INTRODUCED BY THE DEVIL. THEY PROUDLY SAY THAT THEY ARE IMITATING THE LORD WHO NEITHER MARRIED NOR HAD ANY POSSESSION IN THIS WORLD, BOASTING THAT. THEY UNDERSTAND THE GOSPEL BETTER THAN ANYONE ELSE. THE SCRIPTURE SAYS TO THEM: "GOD RESISTS THE PROUD BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE." FURTHER, THEY DO NOT KNOW THE REASON WHY THE LORD DID NOT MARRY. IN THE FIRST PLACE HE HAD HIS OWN BRIDE, THE CHURCH; AND IN THE NEXT PLACE HE WAS NO ORDINARY MAN THAT HE SHOULD ALSO BE IN NEED OF SOME HELPMEET AFTER THE FLESH. NOR WAS IT NECESSARY FOR HIM TO BEGET CHILDREN SINCE HE ABIDES ETERNALLY AND WAS BORN THE ONLY SON OF GOD. IT IS THE LORD HIMSELF WHO SAYS: "THAT WHICH GOD HAS JOINED TOGETHER, LET NO MAN PUT ASUNDER." AND AGAIN: "AS IT WAS IN THE DAYS OF NOAH, THEY WERE MARRYING, AND GIVING IN MARRIAGE, BUILDING AND PLANTING, AND AS IT WAS IN THE DAYS OF LOT, SO SHALL BE THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN." AND TO SHOW THAT HE IS NOT REFERRING TO THE HEATHEN HE ADDS: "WHEN THE SON OF MAN IS COME, SHALL HE FIND FAITH ON THE EARTH?" AND AGAIN: "WOE TO THOSE WHO ARE WITH CHILD AND ARE GIVING SUCK IN THOSE DAYS," A SAYING, I ADMIT, TO BE UNDERSTOOD ALLEGORICALLY. THE REASON WHY HE DID NOT DETERMINE "THE TIMES WHICH THE FATHER HAS APPOINTED BY HIS OWN POWER" WAS THAT THE WORLD MIGHT CONTINUE FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION.
50. CONCERNING THE WORDS, "NOT ALL CAN RECEIVE THIS SAYING. THERE ARE SOME EUNUCHS WHO WERE BORN SO, AND SOME WHO WERE MADE EUNUCHS BY MEN, AND SOME WHO HAVE MADE THEMSELVES EUNUCHS FOR THE SAKE OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; LET HIM RECEIVE IT WHO CAN RECEIVE IT," THEY DO NOT REALIZE THE CONTEXT. AFTER HIS WORD ABOUT DIVORCE SOME ASKED HIM WHETHER, IF THAT IS THE POSITION IN RELATION TO WOMAN, IT IS BETTER NOT TO MARRY; AND IT WAS THEN THAT THE LORD SAID: "NOT ALL CAN RECEIVE THIS SAYING, BUT THOSE TO WHOM IT IS GRANTED." WHAT THE QUESTIONERS WANTED TO KNOW WAS WHETHER, WHEN A MAN'S WIFE HAS BEEN CONDEMNED FOR FORNICATION, IT IS ALLOWABLE FOR HIM TO MARRY ANOTHER. IT IS SAID, HOWEVER, THAT SEVERAL ATHLETES ABSTAINED FROM SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, EXERCISING CONTINENCE TO KEEP THEIR BODIES IN TRAINING, AS ASTYLOS OF CROTON AND CRISON OF HIMERA. EVEN THE CITHARA-PLAYER, AMOEBEUS, THOUGH NEWLY MARRIED, KEPT AWAY FROM HIS BRIDE. AND ARISTOTLE OF CYRENE WAS THE ONLY MAN TO DISDAIN THE LOVE OF LAIS WHEN SHE FELL FOR HIM.
51. AS HE HAD SWORN TO THE COURTESAN THAT HE WOULD TAKE HER TO HIS HOME COUNTRY IF SHE RENDERED HIM SOME ASSISTANCE AGAINST HIS ANTAGONISTS, WHEN SHE HAD RENDERED IT, HE KEPT HIS OATH IN AN AMUSING MANNER BY PAINTING THE CLOSEST POSSIBLE LIKENESS OF HER AND SETTING IT UP IN CYRENE. THE STORY IS TOLD BY ISTROS IN HIS BOOK ON THE PECULIARITY OF ATHLETIC CONTESTS. THEREFORE, THERE IS NOTHING MERITORIOUS ABOUT ABSTINENCE FROM MARRIAGE UNLESS IT ARISES FROM LOVE TO GOD. AT ANY RATE THE BLESSED PAUL SAYS OF THOSE WHO REVILE MARRIAGE: "IN THE LAST TIMES SOME SHALL DEPART FROM THE FAITH, TURNING TO SPIRITS OF ERROR AND DOCTRINES INSPIRED BY DAEMONS, FORBIDDING TO MARRY AND COMMANDING ABSTINENCE FROM FOOD." AND AGAIN, HE SAYS: "LET NO ONE DISQUALIFY YOU BY DEMANDING SELF-IMPOSED ASCETIC PRACTICES AND SEVERE TREATMENT OF THE BODY." AND THE SAME WRITER HAS THIS ALSO: "ARE YOU BOUND TO A WIFE? DO NOT SEEK TO BE SEPARATED FROM HER? ARE YOU FREE FROM ANY WIFE? DO NOT SEEK TO FIND ONE." AND AGAIN: "LET EVERY MAN HAVE HIS OWN WIFE LEST SATAN TEMPT YOU."
52. HOW THEN? DID NOT THE RIGHTEOUS IN ANCIENT TIMES PARTAKE OF WHAT GOD MADE WITH THANKSGIVING? SOME BEGAT CHILDREN AND LIVED CHASTELY IN THE MARRIED STATE. TO ELIJAH THE RAVENS BROUGHT BREAD AND MEAT FOR FOOD. AND SAMUEL THE PROPHET BROUGHT AS FOOD FOR SAUL THE REMNANT OF THE THIGH, OF WHICH HE HAD ALREADY EATEN. BUT WHEREAS THEY SAY THAT THEY ARE SUPERIOR TO THEM IN BEHAVIOR AND CONDUCT, THEY CANNOT EVEN BE COMPARED WITH THEM IN THEIR DEEDS. "HE WHO DOES NOT EAT," THEN, "LET HIM NOT DESPISE HIM WHO EATS; AND HE WHO EATS LET HIM NOT JUDGE HIM WHO DOES NOT EAT; FOR GOD HAS ACCEPTED HIM." MOREOVER, THE LORD SAYS OF HIMSELF: "JOHN CAME NEITHER EATING NOR DRINKING, AND THEY SAY, HE HAS A DEVIL. THE SON OF MAN CAME EATING AND DRINKING AND THEY SAY, BEHOLD A GLUTTONOUS MAN AND A WINE-BIBBER, A FRIEND OF PUBLICANS AND A SINNER." OR DO THEY ALSO SCORN THE APOSTLES? PETER AND PHILIP HAD CHILDREN, AND PHILIP GAVE HIS DAUGHTERS IN MARRIAGE.
53. EVEN PAUL DID NOT HESITATE IN ONE LETTER TO ADDRESS HIS CONSORT. THE ONLY REASON WHY HE DID NOT TAKE HER ABOUT WITH HIM WAS THAT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN AN INCONVENIENCE FOR HIS MINISTRY. ACCORDINGLY, HE SAYS IN A LETTER: "HAVE WE NOT A RIGHT TO TAKE ABOUT WITH US A WIFE THAT IS A SISTER LIKE THE OTHER APOSTLES?" BUT THE LATTER, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR PARTICULAR MINISTRY, DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO PREACHING WITHOUT ANY DISTRACTION, AND TOOK THEIR WIVES WITH THEM NOT AS WOMEN WITH WHOM THEY HAD MARRIAGE RELATIONS, BUT AS SISTERS, THAT THEY MIGHT BE THEIR FELLOW-MINISTERS IN DEALING WITH HOUSEWIVES. I T WAS THROUGH THEM THAT THE LORD'S TEACHING PENETRATED ALSO THE WOMEN'S QUARTERS WITHOUT ANY SCANDAL BEING AROUSED. WE ALSO KNOW THE DIRECTIONS ABOUT WOMEN DEACONS WHICH ARE GIVEN BY THE NOBLE PAUL IN HIS SECOND LETTER TO TIMOTHY. FURTHERMORE, THE SELFSAME MAN CRIED ALOUD THAT "THE KINGDOM OF GOD DOES NOT CONSIST IN FOOD AND DRINK," NOT INDEED IN ABSTINENCE FROM WINE AND MEAT, "BUT IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, PEACE, AND JOY IN THE HOLY SPIRIT." WHICH OF THEM GOES ABOUT LIKE ELIJAH CLAD IN A SHEEPSKIN AND A LEATHER GIRDLE? WHICH OF THEM GOES ABOUT LIKE ISAIAH, NAKED EXCEPT FOR A PIECE OF SACKING AND WITHOUT SHOES? OR CLOTHED MERELY IN A LINEN LOINCLOTH LIKE JEREMIAH? WHICH OF THEM WILL IMITATE JOHN'S GNOSTIC WAY OF LIFE? THE BLESSED PROPHETS ALSO LIVED IN THIS MANNER AND WERE THANKFUL TO THE CREATOR.
54. THE "RIGHTEOUSNESS" OF CARPOCRATES, HOWEVER, AND THOSE LIKE HIM WHO PURSUE IMMORAL "COMMUNION" IS TO BE REFUTED BY AN ARGUMENT ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES. IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE WORDS "GIVE TO HIM THAT ASKS YOU," HE CONTINUES: " AND DO NOT TURN AWAY FROM HIM WHO WISHES TO BORROW. “THUS, IT IS THIS KIND OF COMMUNION WHICH HE IS TEACHING, NOT THE IMMORAL KIND. HOW CAN THERE BE ONE WHO ASKS AND RECEIVES AND BORROWS UNLESS THERE IS SOMEONE WHO POSSESSES AND GIVES AND LENDS? WHAT, THEN, IS THE POSITION WHEN THE LORD SAYS, "I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU FED ME, I WAS THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME DRINK, I WAS A STRANGER AND YOU TOOK ME IN, NAKED AND YOU CLOTHED ME," AFTER WHICH HE ADDS "INASMUCH AS YOU DID IT TO ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES, YOU DID IT TO ME"? AND DOES HE NOT LAY DOWN THE SAME PRINCIPLE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT? "HE WHO GIVES TO THE POOR LENDS TO GOD," AND "DO NOT AVOID GIVING TO THE NEEDY," HE SAYS.
55. AND AGAIN: "LET NOT YOUR ALMSGIVING AND FAITHFULNESS LAPSE." AND: "POVERTY BRINGS A MAN LOW, BUT THE HANDS OF THE ENERGETIC ARE MADE RICH." AND HE ADDS: "BEHOLD THE MAN WHO HAS NOT GIVEN HIS MONEY ON USURY IS ACCEPTED." AND DOES HE NOT DECLARE EXPRESSLY, " A MAN'S WEALTH IS JUDGED TO BE HIS SOUL’S RANSOM"? JUST AS THE WORLD IS COMPOSED OF OPPOSITES, OF HEAT AND COLD, DRY AND WET, SO ALSO IS IT MADE UP OF GIVERS AND RECEIVERS. AGAIN, WHEN HE SAYS, "IF YOU WOULD BE PERFECT, SELL YOUR POSSESSIONS AND GIVE TO THE POOR," HE CONVICTS THE MAN WHO BOASTS THAT HE HAS KEPT ALL THE COMMANDMENTS~ FROM HIS YOUTH UP. FOR HE HAD NOT FULFILLED "THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF." ONLY THEN WAS HE TAUGHT BY THE LORD WHO WISHED TO MAKE HIM PERFECT, TO GIVE FOR LOVE'S SAKE.
56. ACCORDINGLY HE HAS NOT FORBIDDEN US TO BE RICH IN THE RIGHT WAY, BUT ONLY A WRONGFUL AND INSATIABLE GRASPING OF MONEY. FOR "PROPERTY GAINED UNLAWFULLY IS DIMINISHED." "THERE ARE SOME WHO SOW MUCH AND GAIN THE MORE, AND THOSE WHO HOARD BECOME IMPOVERISHED." OF THEM IT IS WRITTEN: "HE DISTRIBUTED, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES FOR EVER." FOR HE WHO SOWS AND GATHERS MORE IS THE MAN WHO BY GIVING AWAY HIS EARTHLY AND TEMPORAL GOODS HAS OBTAINED A HEAVENLY AND ETERNAL PRIZE; THE OTHER IS HE WHO GIVES TO NO ONE, BUT VAINLY "LAYS UP TREASURE ON EARTH WHERE MOTH AND RUST CORRUPT"; OF HIM IT IS WRITTEN: "IN GATHERING MOTLEY, HE HAS GATHERED IT INTO A CONDEMNED CELL." OF HIS LAND THE LORD SAYS IN THE GOSPEL THAT IT PRODUCED PLENTIFULLY; THEN WISHING TO STORE THE FRUITS HE BUILT LARGER STORE-HOUSES, SAYING TO HIMSELF IN THE WORDS DRAMATICALLY PUT INTO HIS MOUTH "YOU HAVE MANY GOOD THINGS LAID UP FOR MANY YEARS TO COME, EAT, DRINK, AND BE MERRY. YOU FOOL," SAYS THE LORD, "THIS NIGHT YOUR SOUL SHALL BE REQUIRED OF YOU. WHOSE THEN SHALL BE THE THINGS YOU HAVE PREPARED?" 
CHAPTER VII
57. THE HUMAN IDEAL OF CONTINENCE, I MEAN THAT WHICH IS SET FORTH BY GREEK PHILOSOPHERS, TEACHES THAT ONE SHOULD FIGHT DESIRE AND NOT BE SUBSERVIENT TO IT SO AS TO BRING IT TO PRACTICAL EFFECT. BUT OUR IDEAL IS NOT TO EXPERIENCE DESIRE AT ALL. OUR AIM IS NOT THAT WHILE A MAN FEELS DESIRE, HE SHOULD GET THE BETTER OF IT, BUT THAT HE SHOULD BE CONTINENT EVEN RESPECTING DESIRE ITSELF. THIS CHASTITY CANNOT BE ATTAINED IN ANY OTHER WAY EXCEPT BY GOD'S GRACE. THAT WAS WHY HE SAID "ASK AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN YOU." THIS GRACE WAS RECEIVED EVEN BY MOSES, THOUGH CLOTHED IN HIS NEEDY BODY, SO THAT FOR FORTY DAYS HE FELT NEITHER THIRST NOR HUNGER. JUST AS IT IS BETTER TO BE IN GOOD HEALTH THAN FOR A SICK MAN TO TALK ABOUT HEALTH, SO TO BE LIGHT IS BETTER THAN TO DISCUSS LIGHT, AND TRUE CHASTITY IS BETTER THAN THAT TAUGHT BY THE PHILOSOPHERS. WHERE THERE IS LIGHT THERE IS NO DARKNESS. BUT WHERE THERE IS INWARD DESIRE, EVEN IF IT GOES NO FURTHER THAN DESIRE AND IS QUIESCENT SO FAR AS BODILY ACTION IS CONCERNED, UNION TAKES PLACE IN THOUGHT WITH THE OBJECT OF DESIRE, ALTHOUGH THAT OBJECT IS NOT PRESENT.
58. OUR GENERAL ARGUMENT CONCERNING MARRIAGE, FOOD, AND OTHER MATTERS, MAY PROCEED TO SHOW THAT WE SHOULD DO NOTHING FROM DESIRE. OUR WILL IS TO BE DIRECTED ONLY TOWARDS THAT WHICH IS NECESSARY. FOR WE ARE CHILDREN NOT OF DESIRE BUT OF WILL. A MAN WHO MARRIES FOR THE SAKE OF BEGETTING CHILDREN MUST PRACTICE CONTINENCE SO THAT IT IS NOT DESIRE HE FEELS FOR HIS WIFE, WHOM HE OUGHT TO LOVE, AND THAT HE MAY BEGET CHILDREN WITH A CHASTE AND CONTROLLED WILL. FOR WE HAVE LEARNT NOT TO "HAVE THOUGHT FOR THE FLESH TO FULFIL ITS DESIRES." WE ARE TO "WALK HONORABLY AS IN THE WAY", THAT IS IN CHRIST AND IN THE ENLIGHTENED CONDUCT OF THE LORD'S WAY, "NOT IN REVELING AND DRUNKENNESS, NOT IN DEBAUCHERY AND LASCIVIOUSNESS, NOT IN STRIFE AND ENVY."
59. HOWEVER, ONE OUGHT TO CONSIDER CONTINENCE NOT MERELY IN RELATION TO ONE FORM OF IT, THAT IS, SEXUAL RELATIONS, BUT IN RELATION TO ALL THE OTHER INDULGENCES FOR WHICH THE SOUL CRAVES WHEN IT IS ILL CONTENT WITH WHAT IS NECESSARY AND SEEKS FOR LUXURY. IT IS CONTINENCE TO DESPISE MONEY, SOFTNESS, PROPERTY, TO HOLD IN SMALL ESTEEM OUTWARD APPEARANCE, TO CONTROL ONE'S TONGUE, TO MASTER EVIL THOUGHTS. IN THE PAST CERTAIN ANGELS BECAME INCONTINENT AND WERE SEIZED BY DESIRE SO THAT THEY FELL FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH. AND VALENTINE SAYS IN THE LETTER TO AGATHOPUS: "JESUS ENDURED " ALL THINGS AND WAS CONTINENT; IT WAS HIS ENDEAVOR TO EARN A DIVINE NATURE; HE ATE AND DRANK IN A MANNER PECULIAR TO HIMSELF, AND THE FOOD DID NOT PASS OUT OF HIS BODY. SUCH WAS THE POWER OF HIS CONTINENCE THAT FOOD WAS NOT CORRUPTED WITHIN HIM; FOR HE HIMSELF WAS NOT SUBJECT TO THE PROCESS OF CORRUPTION." AS FOR OURSELVES, WE SET HIGH VALUE ON CONTINENCE WHICH ARISES FROM LOVE TO THE LORD AND SEEKS THAT WHICH IS GOOD FOR ITS OWN SAKE, SANCTIFYING THE TEMPLE OF THE SPIRIT. IT IS GOOD IF FOR THE SAKE OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN A MAN EMASCULATES HIMSELF FROM ALL DESIRE, AND "PURIFIES HIS CONSCIENCE FROM DEAD WORKS TO SERVE THE LIVING GOD."
60. BUT THOSE WHO FROM A HATRED FOR THE FLESH UNGRATEFULLY LONG .TO HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THE MARRIAGE UNION AND THE EATING OF REASONABLE FOOD, ARE BOTH BLOCKHEADS AND ATHEISTS, AND EXERCISE AN IRRATIONAL CHASTITY LIKE THE OTHER HEATHEN. FOR EXAMPLE, THE BRAHMANS NEITHER EAT ANIMAL FLESH NOR DRINK WINE. BUT SOME OF THEM TAKE FOOD EVERY WAY, AS WE DO, WHILE OTHERS DO SO ONLY ON EVERY THIRD DAY, AS ALEXANDER POLYHISTOR SAYS IN HIS INDIAN HISTORY. THEY DESPISE DEATHS AND RECKON LIFE OF NO ACCOUNT. FOR THEY ARE PERSUADED THAT THERE IS A REGENERATION. THE GODS THEY WORSHIP ARE HERACLES AND PAN. AND THE INDIANS WHO ARE CALLED HOLY MEN GO NAKED THROUGHOUT THEIR ENTIRE LIFE. THEY SEEK FOR THE TRUTH, AND PREDICT THE FUTURE, AND REVERENCE A CERTAIN PYRAMID BENEATH WHICH, THEY THINK, LIE THE BONES OF A CERTAIN GOD. NEITHER THE GYMNOSOPHISTS NOR THE SO-CALLED HOLY MEN HAVE WIVES. THEY THINK SEXUAL RELATIONS ARE UNNATURAL AND CONTRARY TO LAW [THIS IS TRUE]. FOR THIS CAUSE, THEY KEEP THEMSELVES CHASTE. THE HOLY WOMEN ARE ALSO VIRGINS. THEY OBSERVE, IT SEEMS, THE HEAVENLY BODIES AND FROM WHAT THEY INDICATE FORETELL FUTURE EVENTS. 
CHAPTER VIII
61. THOSE WHO HOLD THAT FOR THEM THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RIGHT AND WRONG FORCE A FEW PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE AND THINK THEY FAVOR THEIR OWN IMMORAL OPINIONS. IN PARTICULAR THEY QUOTE THE SAYING: "SIN SHALL NOT HAVE DOMINION OVER YOU; FOR YOU ARE NOT UNDER THE LAW BUT UNDER GRACE," AND OTHERS OF THIS SORT, WHICH THERE IS NO REASON TO ADD, FOR I AM NOT PROPOSING TO FIT OUT A PIRATE SHIP. LET US THEN BRIEFLY PUT A STOP TO THEIR ARGUMENT. THE NOBLE APOSTLE HIMSELF REFUTES THE CHARGE AGAINST HIM IMPLIED IN THEIR FALSE EXEGESIS BY THE WORDS WITH WHICH HE CONTINUES AFTER THE SAYING JUST QUOTED: "WHAT THEN? SHALL WE SIN BECAUSE WE ARE NOT UNDER THE LAW BUT UNDER GRACE? GOD, FORBID." IN THIS INSPIRED AND PROPHETIC WAY, HE AT ONCE DESTROYS THE DEVICE OF THESE LICENTIOUS SOPHISTS.
62. THEY FAIL TO UNDERSTAND, IT SEEMS, THAT "WE MUST ALL STAND BEFORE THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST THAT EACH MAN MAY BE REWARDED FOR WHAT HE HAS DONE WITH HIS BODY, WHETHER IT IS GOOD OR BAD," THAT IS, IN ORDER THAT A MAN MAY RECEIVE HIS REWARD FOR WHAT HE HAS DONE BY MEANS OF HIS BODY. SO THEN, "IF ANY MAN BE IN CHRIST, HE IS A NEW CREATION," NO LONGER INCLINED TO SIN; "OLD THINGS ARE PASSED AWAY," WE HAVE WASHED OFF THE OLD LIFE; "BEHOLD NEW THINGS HAVE HAPPENED," THERE IS CHASTITY INSTEAD OF FORNICATION, CONTINENCE INSTEAD OF INCONTINENCE; RIGHTEOUSNESS INSTEAD OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. "WHAT IS THERE IN COMMON BETWEEN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND LAWLESSNESS? OR WHAT FELLOWSHIP BETWEEN LIGHT AND DARKNESS? OR WHAT HARMONY BETWEEN CHRIST AND BELIAL? WHAT COMMUNITY IS THERE BETWEEN A BELIEVER AND AN UNBELIEVER? WHAT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TEMPLE OF GOD AND IDOLS? HAVING THEN THESE PROMISES LET US CLEANSE OURSELVES FROM ALL DEFILEMENT OF FLESH AND SPIRIT, PERFECTING HOLINESS IN THE FEAR OF GOD." 
CHAPTER IX
63. THOSE WHO ARE OPPOSED TO GOD'S CREATION, DISPARAGING IT UNDER THE FAIR NAME OF CONTINENCE, ALSO QUOTE THE WORDS TO SALOME WHICH WE MENTIONED EARLIER. THEY ARE FOUND, I BELIEVE, IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE EGYPTIANS. THEY SAY THAT THE SAVIOR HIMSELF SAID "1 CAME TO DESTROY THE WORKS OF THE FEMALE," MEANING BY "FEMALE" DESIRE, AND BY "WORKS" BIRTH AND CORRUPTION. WHAT THEN WOULD THEY SAY? HAS THIS DESTRUCTION IN FACT BEEN ACCOMPLISHED? THEY COULD NOT SAY SO, FOR THE WORLD CONTINUES EXACTLY AS BEFORE. YET THE LORD DID NOT LIE. FOR IN TRUTH HE DID DESTROY THE WORKS OF DESIRE, LOVE OF MONEY, CONTENTIOUSNESS, VANITY, MAD LUST FOR WOMEN, PEDERASTY, GLUTTONY, LICENTIOUSNESS, AND SIMILAR VICES. THEIR BIRTH IS THE SOUL'S CORRUPTION, SINCE THEN WE ARE "DEAD IN SINS." AND THIS IS THE INCONTINENCE REFERRED TO AS "FEMALE." BIRTH AND THE CORRUPTION CHIEFLY INVOLVED IN THE CREATION MUST NECESSARILY CONTINUE UNTIL THE ACHIEVEMENT OF COMPLETE SEPARATION AND THE RESTORATION OF THE ELECT, ON WHOSE ACCOUNT EVEN THE BEINGS MINGLED WITH THIS WORLD ARE RESTORED TO THEIR PROPER CONDITION. 
64. IT IS PROBABLY THEREFORE WITH REFERENCE TO THE CONSUMMATION THAT SALOME SAYS: "UNTIL WHEN SHALL MEN DIE?" THE SCRIPTURE USES THE WORD "MAN" IN TWO SENSES, THE OUTWARD MAN AND THE SOUL, AND AGAIN OF HIM WHO IS BEING SAVED AND HIM WHO IS NOT; AND SIN IS SAID TO BE THE DEATH OF THE SOUL. THAT IS WHY THE LORD GAVE A CAUTIOUS ANSWER-" AS LONG AS WOMEN BEAR CHILDREN," THAT IS, AS LONG AS THE DESIRES ARE ACTIVE. "THEREFORE, AS THROUGH ONE-MAN SIN ENTERED INTO THE WORLD, AND THROUGH SIN DEATH CAME TO ALL MEN, IN THAT ALL SINNED, AND DEATH REIGNED FROM ADAM TO MOSES," SAYS THE APOSTLE. BY NATURAL NECESSITY IN THE DIVINE PLAN DEATH FOLLOWS BIRTH, AND THE COMING TOGETHER OF SOUL AND BODY IS FOLLOWED BY THEIR DISSOLUTION. IF BIRTH EXISTS FOR THE SAKE OF LEARNING AND KNOWLEDGE, DISSOLUTION LEADS TO THE FINAL RESTORATION. AS WOMAN IS REGARDED AS THE CAUSE OF DEATH BECAUSE SHE BRINGS TO BIRTH, SO ALSO FOR THE SAME REASON SHE MAY BE CALLED THE ORIGINATOR OF LIFE.
65. IN FACT THE WOMAN WHO FIRST BEGAN TRANSGRESSION WAS NAMED "LIFE" BECAUSE SHE BECAME RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SUCCESSION OF THOSE WHO WERE BORN AND FELL INTO SIN, THE MOTHER OF RIGHTEOUS AND UNRIGHTEOUS ALIKE, SINCE EACH ONE OF US MAKES HIMSELF EITHER RIGHTEOUS OR DISOBEDIENT. ON THIS ACCOUNT I FOR MY PART DO NOT THINK THE APOSTLE WAS EXPRESSING DISGUST AT LIFE IN THE FLESH WHEN HE SAID: "BUT WITH ALL BOLDNESS BOTH NOW AND EVER CHRIST SHALL BE MAGNIFIED IN MY BODY, WHETHER BY LIFE OR BY DEATH. FOR TO ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST AND TO DIE IS GAIN. IF, HOWEVER, IT IS TO BE LIFE IN THE FLESH, THAT ALSO MEANS FOR ME FRUITFUL WORK. I DO NOT KNOW WHICH I PREFER. I AM CONSTRAINED ON BOTH SIDES: I HAVE A DESIRE TO DEPART AND TO BE WITH CHRIST, WHICH IS FAR BETTER; BUT TO ABIDE IN THE FLESH IS MORE NEEDFUL FOR YOUR SAKES." HERE HE SHOWED CLEARLY, I THINK, THAT THE PERFECT REASON FOR DEPARTING FROM THE BODY IS LOVE FOR GOD, AND THAT IF ONE IS TO BE IN THE FLESH ONE SHOULD THANKFULLY REMAIN HERE FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO NEED SALVATION.
66. BUT WHY DO THEY NOT GO ON TO QUOTE THE WORDS AFTER THOSE SPOKEN TO SALOME, THESE PEOPLE WHO DO ANYTHING RATHER THAN WALK ACCORDING TO THE TRULY EVANGELICAL RULE? FOR WHEN SHE SAYS, "I WOULD HAVE DONE BETTER HAD I NEVER GIVEN BIRTH TO A CHILD," SUGGESTING THAT SHE MIGHT NOT HAVE BEEN RIGHT IN GIVING BIRTH TO A CHILD, THE LORD REPLIES TO HER SAYING: "EAT OF EVERY PLANT, BUT EAT NOT OF THAT WHICH HAS BITTERNESS IN IT." FOR BY THIS SAYING ALSO HE INDICATES THAT WHETHER WE ARE CONTINENT OR MARRIED IS A MATTER FOR OUR FREE CHOICE AND THAT THERE IS NO ABSOLUTE PROHIBITION WHICH WOULD IMPOSE CONTINENCE UPON US AS A NECESSITY. AND HE FURTHER MAKES IT CLEAR THAT MARRIAGE IS CO-OPERATION WITH THE WORK OF CREATION.
67. THEREFORE A MAN OUGHT NOT TO THINK THAT MARRIAGE ON RATIONAL PRINCIPLES IS A SIN, SUPPOSING THAT HE DOES NOT LOOK ON THE BRINGING UP OF CHILDREN AS BEING BITTER (ON THE CONTRARY TO MANY CHILDLESSNESS IS MOST GRIEVOUS) ; BUT IF A MAN REGARDS THE REARING OF CHILDREN AS BITTER BECAUSE IT DISTRACTS HIM FROM THE THINGS OF GOD ON ACCOUNT OF THE TIME IT TAKES UP, HE MAY YET DESIRE TO MARRY BECAUSE HE DOES NOT TAKE EASILY TO A BACHELOR'S LIFE. WHAT HE WANTS TO DO IS NOT HARMFUL IF IT IS DONE WITH SELF CONTROL; AND EACH ONE OF US IS MASTER OF HIS OWN WILL IN DECIDING WHETHER TO BEGET CHILDREN. BUT I AM AWARE THAT BECAUSE OF MARRIAGE THERE ARE SOME WHO HAVE KEPT CLEAR OF IT AND AGAINST THE PRINCIPLES OF HOLY KNOWLEDGE HAVE LAPSED INTO HATRED OF HUMANITY SO THAT THE SPIRIT OF CHARITY HAS DEPARTED FROM THEM. THERE ARE OTHERS WHO HAVE BECOME ABSORBED BY MARRIAGE AND FULFIL THEIR DESIRES IN THE INDULGENCE WHICH THE LAW PERMITS, AND, AS THE PROPHET SAYS, "HAVE BECOME LIKE BEASTS." 
CHAPTER X
68. BUT WHO ARE THE TWO OR THREE GATHERED IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST IN WHOSE MIDST THE LORD IS? DOES HE NOT BY THE "THREE" MEAN HUSBAND, WIFE, AND CHILD? FOR A WIFE IS BOUND TO HER HUSBAND BY GOD. IF, HOWEVER, A MAN WISHES TO BE UNDISTRACTED, AND PREFERS TO AVOID BEGETTING CHILDREN BECAUSE OF THE BUSINESS IT INVOLVES, "LET HIM REMAIN UNMARRIED," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "EVEN AS I AM." THEY EXPLAIN THAT WHAT THE LORD MEANT WAS THIS. BY THE PLURALITY HE MEANS THE CREATOR, THE GOD WHO IS THE CAUSE OF THE WORLD'S EXISTENCE; AND BY THE ONE, THE ELECT, HE MEANT THE SAVIOR WHO IS SON OF ANOTHER GOD, THE GOOD GOD. BUT THIS IS NOT CORRECT. THROUGH HIS SON, GOD IS WITH THOSE WHO ARE SOBERLY MARRIED AND HAVE CHILDREN. BY THE SAME MEDIATION THE SAME GOD IS ALSO WITH THE MAN WHO EXERCISES CONTINENCE ON RATIONAL GROUNDS. ACCORDING TO ANOTHER VIEW THE THREE MAY BE PASSION, DESIRE, AND THOUGHT; ANOTHER INTERPRETATION MAKES THEM FLESH, SOUL, AND SPIRIT.
69. PERHAPS THE TRIAD MENTIONED REFERS TO THE CALLED, AND IN THE SECOND PLACE TO THE CHOSEN, AND IN THE THIRD PLACE TO THE RACE APPOINTED TO RECEIVE THE GREATEST HONOR. WITH THEM IS THE POWER OF GOD WATCHING OVER ALL THINGS WHICH IS INDIVISIBLY DIVIDED AMONG THEM. HE, THEN, WHO USES THE SOUL'S NATURAL POWERS AS IS RIGHT, DESIRES THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE APPROPRIATE, AND HATES WHAT IS HARMFUL, AS THE COMMANDMENTS PRESCRIBE: "THOU SHALT BLESS HIM WHO BLESSES THEE AND CURSE HIM WHO CURSES THEE." BUT WHEN HE HAS RISEN ABOVE THESE, PASSION AND DESIRE, AND IN VERY DEED HAS BEGUN TO LOVE THE CREATION OF THE GOD AND CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, THEN HE WILL LIVE A GNOSTIC LIFE, AS HE HAS BECOME LIKE THE SAVIOR AND HAS ATTAINED TO A STATE OF CONTINENCE NO LONGER MAINTAINED WITH DIFFICULTY. HE HAS UNITED KNOWLEDGE, FAITH, AND LOVE. THENCEFORTH HE IS ONE IN HIS JUDGMENT AND TRULY SPIRITUAL, WHOLLY INCAPABLE OF THOUGHTS ARISING FROM PASSION AND DESIRE, ONE WHO IS TO BE MADE PERFECT AFTER THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE LORD BY THE ARTIST HIMSELF, A PERFECT MAN, ALREADY WORTHY TO BE CALLED A BROTHER TO THE LORD AS WELL AS HIS FRIEND AND SON. THUS THE "TWO" AND THE "THREE" COME TOGETHER INTO ONE AND THE SAME THING -- A GNOSTIC MAN. 
70. THE AGREEMENT OF MANY, WHICH IS INDICATED BY THE NUMBER "THREE," WITH WHOM THE LORD IS PRESENT, MIGHT ALSO BE THE ONE CHURCH, THE ONE MAN, AND THE ONE RACE. OR COULD IT MEAN THIS? THE LORD WHEN HE GAVE THE LAW WAS WITH THE ONE, THAT IS THE JEW. LATER WHEN HE INSPIRED THE PROPHETS AND SENT JEREMIAH TO BABYLON AND, MOREOVER, CALLED BELIEVERS FROM THE GENTILES BY THE TEACHING OF THE PROPHETS, HE BROUGHT THE TWO PEOPLES TOGETHER. AND WAS NOT THE THIRD THE ONE WHICH IS MADE OUT OF THE TWO INTO A NEW MAN IN WHICH HE WALKS AND DWELLS, IN THE CHURCH ITSELF? AND THE LAW, THE PROPHETS, AND ALSO THE GOSPEL WERE BROUGHT TOGETHER IN CHRIST'S NAME INTO A SINGLE KNOWLEDGE. ACCORDINGLY, THOSE WHO FROM HATRED DO NOT MARRY OR FROM DESIRE USE THE FLESH AS IF IT WERE NOT A MATTER OF RIGHT AND WRONG ARE NOT IN THE NUMBER OF THE SAVED WITH WHOM THE LORD IS PRESENT. 
CHAPTER XI
71. THE DEMONSTRATION OF THESE MATTERS BEING CONCLUDED, LET US - NOW QUOTE ALL THE SCRIPTURES WHICH OPPOSE THESE HERETICAL SOPHISTS, AND SHOW THE RIGHT RULE OF CONTINENCE THAT IS PRESERVED ON GROUNDS OF REASON. THE MAN OF UNDERSTANDING WILL FIND OUT THE PARTICULAR SCRIPTURE WHICH DEALS WITH EACH INDIVIDUAL HERESY, AND AT THE RIGHT TIME WILL QUOTE IT TO REFUTE THOSE WHO TEACH DOCTRINES CONTRARY TO THE COMMANDMENTS. RIGHT FROM THE BEGINNING THE LAW, AS WE HAVE ALREADY SAID, LAYS DOWN THE COMMAND, "THOU SHALT NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOR’S WIFE," LONG BEFORE THE LORD'S CLOSELY SIMILAR UTTERANCE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, -- WHERE THE SAME IDEA IS EXPRESSED IN HIS OWN MOUTH: "YOU HAVE HEARD THAT THE LAW COMMANDED, THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY. BUT I SAY, THOU SHALT NOT LUST THAT THE LAW INTENDED HUSBANDS TO COHABIT WITH THEIR WIVES WITH SELF-CONTROL AND ONLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF BEGETTING CHILDREN IS EVIDENT FROM THE PROHIBITION WHICH FORBIDS THE UNMARRIED MAN FROM HAVING IMMEDIATE SEXUAL RELATIONS WITH A CAPTIVE WOMAN. IF THE MAN HAS CONCEIVED A DESIRE FOR HER, HE IS DIRECTED TO MOURN FOR THIRTY DAYS WHILE SHE IS TO HAVE HER HAIR CUT; IF AFTER THIS THE DESIRE HAS NOT PASSED OFF, THEN THEY MAY PROCEED TO BEGET CHILDREN, BECAUSE THE APPOINTED PERIOD ENABLES THE OVERWHELMING IMPULSE TO BE TESTED AND TO BECOME A RATIONAL ACT OF WILL.
72. FOR THIS REASON YOU COULD NOT POINT TO ANY PLACE IN SCRIPTURE WHERE ONE OF THE ANCIENTS APPROACHED A PREGNANT WOMAN; LATER, AFTER THE CHILD IS BORN AND WEANED, YOU MIGHT FIND THAT MARRIAGE RELATIONS OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES WERE RESUMED. YOU WILL FIND THAT MOSES' FATHER KEPT THIS PRINCIPLE IN MIND. AFTER AARON'S BIRTH THREE YEARS PASSED BEFORE MOSES WAS BORN. AGAIN, THE TRIBE OF LEVI OBSERVED THIS LAW OF NATURE GIVEN BY GOD, ALTHOUGH THEY WERE FEWER IN NUMBER THAN ANY OTHERS WHICH CAME INTO THE PROMISED LAND. FOR A TRIBE DOES NOT EASILY GROW TO GREAT NUMBERS IF THEIR MEN HAVE INTERCOURSE ONLY WITHIN THE LEGAL MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIP AND THEN WAIT UNTIL THE END NOT ONLY OF PREGNANCY BUT ALSO OF BREAST-FEEDING.
73. IT WAS, THEREFORE, REASONABLE WHEN MOSES IN HIS ATTEMPT TO BRING THE JEWS TO CONTINENCE BY DEGREES, DIRECTED THAT AFTER SEXUAL INTERCOURSE THEY MUST ABSTAIN [BE SANCTIFIED FROM THE SEXUAL CORRUPTION] FOR THREE DAYS BEFORE THEY HEARD THE DIVINE WORDS. "WE ARE GOD'S TEMPLES; AS THE PROPHET SAID, I WILL DWELL AMONG THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM, AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE," IF OUR BEHAVIOR CONFORMS TO THE COMMANDMENTS BOTH AS INDIVIDUALS AND ALSO AS A SOCIETY, AS THE CHURCH. "WHEREFORE COME OUT FROM AMONG THEM AND BE SEPARATE, SAITH THE LORD, AND TOUCH NOT THE UNCLEAN THING, AND I WILL RECEIVE YOU AND BE TO YOU A FATHER, AND YOU SHALL BE MY SONS AND DAUGHTERS, SAITH THE LORD ALMIGHTY." IS HE PROPHETICALLY COMMANDS US TO BE SEPARATE NOT FROM THOSE WHO ARE MARRIED, AS THEY ASSERT, BUT FROM THE HEATHEN WHO ARE STILL LIVING IN IMMORALITY, AND ALSO FROM THE HERETICS WE HAVE MENTIONED, AS UNCLEAN AND GODLESS PERSONS [ATHEISTS]?
74. HENCE PAUL SPEAKS AGAINST PEOPLE WHO ARE LIKE THOSE I HAVE MENTIONED, SAYING: "YOU HAVE THEN THESE PROMISES, BELOVED; LET US CLEANSE OURSELVES FROM ALL DEFILEMENT OF FLESH AND SPIRIT, PERFECTING HOLINESS IN THE FEAR OF GOD." "FOR I AM JEALOUS FOR YOU WITH A DIVINE JEALOUSY, FOR I BETROTHED YOU TO ONE HUSBAND TO PRESENT A PURE VIRGIN TO CHRIST." THE CHURCH CANNOT MARRY ANOTHER, HAVING OBTAINED A BRIDEGROOM; BUT EACH OF US INDIVIDUALLY HAS THE RIGHT TO MARRY THE WOMAN HE WISHES ACCORDING TO THE LAW; I MEAN HERE FIRST MARRIAGE. "1 AM AFRAID LEST, AS THE SERPENT IN HIS CRAFTINESS DECEIVED EVE, SO ALSO YOUR THOUGHTS MAY BE CORRUPTED FROM THE SIMPLICITY WHICH IS TOWARD CHRIST," SAID THE APOSTLE AS A VERY CAREFUL AND CONSCIENTIOUS TEACHER.
75. SO ALSO THE ADMIRABLE PETER SAYS: "BELOVED, I EXHORT YOU AS STRANGERS AND PILGRIMS, TO ABSTAIN FROM CARNAL LUSTS, WHICH WAR AGAINST THE SOUL, AND CONDUCT YOURSELVES WELL AMONG THE HEATHEN; FOR THIS IS THE WILL OF GOD THAT BY DOING GOOD YOU SHOULD PUT TO SILENCE THE ACTIVITY OF FOOLISH MEN, AS FREE AND NOT USING YOUR FREEDOM AS A COVERING FOR EVIL, BUT AS GOD'S SLAVES." LIKEWISE, ALSO PAUL IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS WRITES: "WE WHO ARE DEAD TO SIN, HOW SHALL WE ANY LONGER LIVE IN IT? BECAUSE OUR OLD MAN IS CRUCIFIED WITH HIM, THAT THE BODY OF SIN MIGHT BE DESTROYED," DOWN TO THE WORDS, "DO NOT PRESENT YOUR MEMBERS AS INSTRUMENTS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS TO SIN."
76. WHILE ON THIS POINT I THINK I MUST NOT COMMIT MENTION OF THE FACT THAT THE APOSTLE DECLARES THAT THE SAME GOD IS THE GOD OF THE LAW, THE PROPHETS, AND THE GOSPEL. IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS HE QUOTES THE GOSPEL SAYING "THOU SHALT NOT LUST" AS IF IT WERE FROM THE LAW, KNOWING THAT IT IS THE ONE FATHER WHO IS PREACHED BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. FOR HE SAYS: "WHAT SHALL WE SAY? IS THE LAW SIN? GOD, FORBID. I HAD NOT KNOWN SIN EXCEPT THROUGH THE LAW; AND I HAD NOT KNOWN LUST UNLESS THE LAW HAD SAID, THOU SHALT NOT LUST." EVEN IF THE HERETICS WHO ARE OPPOSED TO THE CREATOR SUPPOSE THAT IN THE NEXT SENTENCE PAUL WAS SPEAKING AGAINST HIM WHEN HE SAYS, "I KNOW THAT IN ME, THAT IS IN MY FLESH, THERE DWELLS NO GOOD THING," YET LET THEM READ WHAT PRECEDES AND FOLLOWS THIS. FOR BEFORE IT HE SAYS, "BUT SIN WHICH DWELLS IN ME," WHICH EXPLAINS WHY IT WAS APPROPRIATE FOR HIM TO SAY, "IN MY FLESH DWELLS NO GOOD THING." 
77. IN WHAT FOLLOWS HE CONTINUES, "BUT IF I DO THAT WHICH I DO NOT WISH TO DO, IT IS NO LONGER I THAT DO IT, BUT SIN WHICH DWELLS IN ME," WHICH BEING AT WAR WITH THE LAW OF GOD AND "OF MY MIND," HE SAYS, "MAKES ME CAPTIVE BY THE LAW OF SIN WHICH IS IN MY MEMBERS. O WRETCHED MAN THAT I AM, WHO SHALL DELIVER ME FROM THIS BODY OF DEATH." AND AGAIN (FOR HE DOES NOT BE- COME IN THE LEAST WEARY OF BEING HELPFUL) HE DOES NOT HESITATE TO ADD, "FOR THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT HAS SET ME FREE FROM THE LAW OF SIN AND DEATH," SINCE BY HIS SON "GOD CONDEMNED SIN IN THE FLESH THAT THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW MIGHT BE FULFILLED IN US WHO WALK NOT AFTER THE FLESH BUT AFTER THE SPIRIT." IN ADDITION TO THIS HE MAKES THE POINT STILL CLEARER BY SAYING EMPHATICALLY, "THE BODY IS DEAD BECAUSE OF SIN," INDICATING THAT IF IT IS NOT THE TEMPLE, IT IS STILL THE TOMB OF THE SOUL. FOR WHEN IT IS DEDICATED TO GOD, HE ADDS, "THE SPIRIT OF HIM WHO RAISED JESUS FROM THE DEAD DWELLS IN YOU, WHO SHALL ALSO MAKE ALIVE YOUR MORTAL BODIES THROUGH HIS SPIRIT DWELLING IN YOU."
78. AGAIN HIS REMARKS ARE DIRECTED AGAINST LIBERTINES WHEN HE CONTINUES AS FOLLOWS: "THE MIND OF THE FLESH IS DEATH BECAUSE THOSE WHO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE FLESH MIND THE THINGS OF THE FLESH, AND THE MIND OF THE FLESH IS ENMITY AGAINST GOD. FOR IT IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE LAW OF GOD. THOSE WHO ARE IN THE FLESH CANNOT PLEASE GOD," NOT IN THE SENSE IN WHICH SOME TEACH, BUT IN THE SENSE WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY EXPLAINED. THEN BY CONTRAST TO THIS HE SAYS TO THE CHURCH: "BUT YOU ARE NOT IN THE FLESH BUT IN THE SPIRIT, IF THE SPIRIT OF GOD DWELLS IN YOU. IF ANY MAN HAS NOT CHRIST'S SPIRIT, HE IS NONE OF HIS. BUT IF CHRIST BE IN YOU, THE BODY IS DEAD BECAUSE OF SIN, THE SPIRIT IS LIFE BECAUSE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. SO THEN, BRETHREN, WE ARE UNDER AN OBLIGATION, NOT TO THE FLESH TO LIVE AFTER THE FLESH. IF YOU LIVE AFTER THE FLESH YOU SHALL DIE. BUT IF BY THE SPIRIT YOU MORTIFY THE DEEDS OF THE BODY, YOU SHALL LIVE. FOR ALL WHO ARE LED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD ARE SONS OF GOD." AND AGAINST THE "NOBILITY OF BIRTH" AND THE "FREEDOM" ABOMINABLY TAUGHT BY THE HERETICS WHO MAKE A BOAST OF THEIR LICENTIOUSNESS, HE GOES ON TO SAY: "YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE SPIRIT OF BONDAGE THAT YOU SHOULD AGAIN BE IN FEAR, BUT YOU HAVE RECEIVED THE SPIRIT OF SONSHIP BY WHICH WE CRY, ABBA, FATHER." THAT IS, WE HAVE RECEIVED THE SPIRIT FOR THIS PURPOSE, THAT WE MAY KNOW HIM TO WHOM WE PRAY, THE TRUE FATHER, THE ONLY FATHER OF ALL THAT IS, HIM WHO LIKE A FATHER EDUCATES US FOR SALVATION AND DESTROYS FEAR. 
CHAPTER XII
79. IF BY AGREEMENT MARRIAGE RELATIONS ARE SUSPENDED FOR A TIME TO GIVE OPPORTUNITY FOR PRAYER, THIS TEACHES CONTINENCE. HE ADDS THE WORDS "BY AGREEMENT" LEST ANYONE SHOULD DISSOLVE HIS MARRIAGE, AND THE WORDS "FOR A TIME" LEST A MARRIED MAN, BROUGHT TO CONTINENCE BY FORCE, SHOULD THEN FALL INTO SIN; FOR IF HE SPARES HIS OWN WIFE HE MAY FALL INTO DESIRE FOR ANOTHER WOMAN. ON THIS PRINCIPLE HE SAID THAT THE MAN WHO THINKS HE IS NOT BEHAVING PROPERLY IF HE BRINGS UP HIS DAUGHTER TO BE UNMARRIED, DOES RIGHT TO GIVE HER IN MARRIAGE. WHETHER A MAN BECOMES A CELIBATE OR WHETHER HE JOINS HIMSELF IN MARRIAGE WITH A WOMAN FOR THE SAKE OF HAVING CHILDREN, HIS PURPOSE OUGHT TO BE TO RE- MAIN UNYIELDING TO WHAT IS INFERIOR. IF HE CAN LIVE A LIFE OF INTENSE DEVOTION, HE WILL GAIN TO HIMSELF GREAT MERIT WITH GOD, SINCE HIS CONTINENCE IS BOTH PURE AND REASONABLE. BUT IF HE GOES BEYOND THE RULE, HE HAS CHOSEN TO GAIN GREATER GLORY, THERE IS A DANGER THAT HE MAY LOSE HOPE. BOTH CELIBACY AND MARRIAGE HAVE THEIR OWN DIFFERENT FORMS OF SERVICE AND MINISTRY TO THE LORD; I HAVE IN MIND THE CARING FOR ONE'S WIFE AND CHILDREN. FOR IT SEEMS THAT THE PARTICULAR CHARACTERISTIC OF THE MARRIED STATE IS THAT IT GIVES THE MAN WHO DESIRES A PERFECT MARRIAGE AN OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR EVERYTHING IN THE HOME WHICH HE SHARES WITH HIS WIFE. THE APOSTLE SAYS THAT ONE SHOULD APPOINT BISHOPS WHO BY THEIR OVERSIGHT OVER THEIR OWN HOUSE HAVE LEARNED TO BE IN CHARGE OF THE WHOLE CHURCH. LET EACH MAN THEREFORE FULFIL HIS MINISTRY BY THE WORK IN WHICH HE WAS CALLED, THAT HE MAY BE FREE IN CHRIST AND RECEIVE THE PROPER REWARD OF HIS MINISTRY.
80. AGAIN WHEN SPEAKING ABOUT THE LAW HE MAKES USE OF AN ILLUSTRATION SAYING: "THE MARRIED WOMAN IS BY LAW BOUND TO HER HUSBAND WHILE HE IS ALIVE" AND THE FOLLOWING WORDS. AND AGAIN: "THE WIFE IS BOUND TO HER HUSBAND SO LONG AS HE IS ALIVE, BUT IF HE DIES, SHE IS FREE TO MARRY, ONLY IN THE LORD. BUT SHE IS HAPPIER IN MY JUDGMENT IF SHE REMAINS AS SHE IS." MOREOVER, IN THE FORMER PASSAGE HE SAYS, "YOU ARE DEAD TO THE LAW," NOT TO MARRIAGE, "THAT YOU MAY BELONG TO ANOTHER WHO WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD," AS BRIDE AND CHURCH. THE CHURCH MUST BE CHASTE, BOTH FROM INWARD THOUGHTS CONTRARY TO THE TRUTH AND FROM OUTWARD TEMPTERS, THAT IS THE ADHERENTS OF THE SECTS WHO WOULD PERSUADE HER TO COMMIT FORNICATION AGAINST HER ONE HUSBAND, ALMIGHTY GOD, LEST AS THE SERPENT DECEIVED EVE, WHO IS CALLED LIFE, WE TOO SHOULD BE LED TO TRANSGRESS THE COMMANDMENTS BY THE LEWD CRAFTINESS OF THE SECTS. THE SECOND PASSAGE TEACHES SINGLE MARRIAGE. ONE SHOULD NOT SUPPOSE, AS SOME HAVE EXPOUNDED THE TEXT, THAT WHEN PAUL SAYS THE WIFE IS BOUND TO HER HUSBAND, HE MEANS THAT FLESH IS INVOLVED IN CORRUPTION. HE IS ATTACKING THE NOTION OF THE GODLESS MEN WHO ATTRIBUTE THE INVENTION OF MARRIAGE DIRECTLY TO THE DEVIL, A NOTION WHICH DANGEROUSLY BLASPHEMES THE LAWGIVER. 
81. I BELIEVE TATIAN THE SYRIAN MADE BOLD TO TEACH THESE DOCTRINES. AT ANY RATE HE WRITES THESE WORDS IN HIS BOOK ON PERFECTION ACCORDING TO THE SAVIOR: "WHILE AGREEMENT TO BE CONTINENT MAKES PRAYER POSSIBLE, INTERCOURSE OF CORRUPTION DESTROYS IT. BY THE VERY DISPARAGING WAY IN WHICH HE ALLOWS IT, HE FORBIDS IT. FOR ALTHOUGH HE ALLOWED THEM TO COME TOGETHER AGAIN BECAUSE OF SATAN AND THE TEMPTATION TO INCONTINENCE, HE INDICATED THAT THE MAN WHO TAKES ADVANTAGE OF THIS PERMISSION WILL BE SERVING TWO MASTERS, GOD IF THERE IS 'AGREEMENT,' BUT, IF THERE IS NO SUCH AGREEMENT, INCONTINENCE, FORNICATION, AND THE DEVIL." THIS HE SAYS IN EXPOUNDING THE APOSTLE. BUT HE FALSIFIES THE TRUTH IN THAT BY MEANS OF WHAT IS TRUE HE TRIES TO PROVE WHAT IS UNTRUE. WE TOO CONFESS THAT INCONTINENCE AND FORNICATION ARE DIABOLICAL PASSIONS, BUT THE AGREEMENT OF A CONTROLLED MARRIAGE OCCUPIES A MIDDLE POSITION. IF THE MARRIED COUPLE AGREE TO BE CONTINENT, IT HELPS THEM TO PRAY; IF THEY AGREE WITH REVERENCE TO HAVE SEXUAL RELATIONS [THIS MAY BE AUTHORIZED ONCE IN EXODUS 21:10] IT LEADS THEM TO BEGET CHILDREN. IN FACT, THE RIGHT TIME TO PROCREATE IS SAID IN SCRIPTURE TO BE KNOWLEDGE SINCE IT SAYS: " AND ADAM KNEW HIS WIFE EVE, AND SHE CONCEIVED AND BORE A SON, AND THEY CALLED HIM BY THE NAME OF SETH. FOR GOD HAS RAISED UP FOR ME OTHER SEED INSTEAD OF ABEL." YOU SEE WHO IS THE OBJECT OF THE BLASPHEMY OF THOSE WHO ABUSE SOBER MARRIAGE AND ATTRIBUTE BIRTH TO THE DEVIL? THE SCRIPTURE HERE DOES NOT SPEAK SIMPLY OF A GOD, BUT OF THE GOD, INDICATING THE ALMIGHTY BY THE ADDITION OF THE DEFINITE ARTICLE.
82. THE POINT OF THE APOSTLE'S ADDITION " AND THEN COME TOGETHER AGAIN BECAUSE OF SATAN" IS TO STOP THE HUSBAND FROM EVER TURNING ASIDE AFTER OTHER WOMEN. A TEMPORARY AGREEMENT, ALTHOUGH FOR THE MOMENT INTERCOURSE IS NOT APPROVED, DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE NATURAL INSTINCTS ARE COMPLETELY REMOVED. BECAUSE OF THEM HE AGAIN RESTORES THE MARRIAGE BOND, NOT SO THAT HUSBAND AND WIFE MAY BE INCONTINENT AND FORNICATE AND DO THE DEVIL'S WORK, BUT TO PREVENT THEM FROM FALLING INTO INCONTINENCE, FORNICATION, AND THE DEVIL. TATIAN ALSO SEPARATES THE OLD MAN AND THE NEW, BUT NOT AS WE UNDERSTAND IT. WE AGREE WITH HIM THAT THE LAW IS THE OLD MAN AND THE GOSPEL THE NEW, AND SAY THE SAME OURSELVES, BUT NOT IN THE SENSE IN WHICH HE TAKES IT SINCE HE WOULD DO AWAY WITH THE LAW AS ORIGINATING FROM ANOTHER GOD. BUT IT IS THE SAME MAN AND LORD WHO MAKES THE OLD NEW, BY NO LONGER ALLOWING SEVERAL MARRIAGES (FOR AT THAT TIME GOD REQUIRED IT WHEN MEN HAD TO INCREASE AND MULTIPLY), AND BY TEACHING SINGLE MARRIAGE FOR THE SAKE OF BEGETTING CHILDREN AND LOOKING AFTER DOMESTIC AFFAIRS, FOR WHICH PURPOSE WOMAN WAS GIVEN AS A "HELPMEET." AND IF FROM SYMPATHY THE APOSTLE ALLOWS A MAN A SECOND MARRIAGE BECAUSE HE CANNOT CONTROL HIMSELF AND BURNS WITH PASSION, HE ALSO DOES NOT COMMIT ANY SIN ACCORDING TO THE OLD TESTAMENT (FOR IT WAS NOT FORBIDDEN BY THE LAW), BUT HE DOES NOT FULFIL THE HEIGHTENED PERFECTION OF THE GOSPEL ETHIC. BUT HE GAINS HEAVENLY GLORY FOR HIMSELF IF HE REMAINS AS HE IS, AND KEEPS UNDEFILED THE MARRIAGE YOKE BROKEN BY DEATH, AND WILLINGLY ACCEPTS GOD'S PURPOSE FOR HIM, BY WHICH HE HAS BECOME FREE FROM DISTRACTION FOR THE SERVICE OF THE LORD. BUT THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD AS REVEALED BY THE LORD DOES NOT ORDER NOW, AS IT DID IN ANCIENT TIMES, THAT AFTER SEXUAL INTERCOURSE A MAN SHOULD WASH [BE SANCTIFIED BY THE WORD]. FOR THERE IS NO NEED FOR THE LORD TO MAKE BELIEVERS DO THIS AFTER INTERCOURSE SINCE BY ONE BAPTISM HE HAS WASHED THEM CLEAN FOR EVERY SUCH OCCASION, AS ALSO HE HAS COMPREHENDED IN ONE BAPTISM THE MANY WASHINGS OF MOSES. 
83. IN ANCIENT TIMES THE LAW DIRECTED WASHING AFTER THE EMISSION OF THE GENERATIVE SEED BECAUSE IT WAS FORETELLING OUR REGENERATION BY SPEAKING OF FLESHLY BIRTH, NOT BECAUSE IT HELD HUMAN BIRTH TO BE A DEFILEMENT. FOR THAT WHICH AFTER BIRTH APPEARS AS A MAN IS AFFECTED BY THE EMISSION OF THE SEED. IT IS NOT FREQUENT INTERCOURSE OF THE PARENTS WHICH PRODUCES BIRTH, BUT THE RECEPTION OF THE SEED IN THE WOMB. IN THE WORKSHOP OF NATURE, THE SEED IS TRANSFORMED INTO AN EMBRYO. HOW THEN CAN MARRIAGE BE A STATE ONLY INTENDED FOR ANCIENT TIMES AND AN INVENTION OF THE LAW, AND MARRIAGE ON CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES OF A DIFFERENT NATURE, IF WE HOLD THAT THE OLD AND THE NEW TESTAMENTS PROCLAIM THE SAME GOD? "FOR WHAT GOD HAS JOINED TOGETHER NO MAN MAY EVER PUT ASUNDER" FOR ANY GOOD REASON; IF THE FATHER COMMANDED THIS, SO MUCH THE MORE ALSO WILL THE SON KEEP IT. IF THE AUTHOR OF THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL IS THE SAME, HE NEVER CONTRADICTS HIMSELF. FOR THERE IS LIFE IN THE LAW IN THAT IT IS SPIRITUAL AND IS TO BE GNOSTICALLY UNDERSTOOD. BUT "WE ARE DEAD TO THE LAW BY THE BODY OF CHRIST, THAT WE SHOULD BELONG TO ANOTHER, TO HIM WHO WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD" AND WAS PROPHESIED BY THE LAW: "THAT WE MIGHT BEAR FRUIT UNTO GOD." 

84. THEREFORE "THE LAW IS HOLY AND THE COMMANDMENT HOLY, RIGHTEOUS, AND GOOD." WE, THEN, ARE DEAD TO THE LAW, THAT IS TO SIN OF WHICH THE LAW MAKES US AWARE; THE LAW INDICATES IT, IT DOES NOT GIVE RISE TO IT; BY TELLING US WHAT WE OUGHT TO DO AND PROHIBITING WHAT WE OUGHT NOT TO DO, THE LAW SHOWS UP THE SIN WHICH LIES UNDERNEATH "THAT SIN MAY BE MANIFEST." BUT IF MARRIAGE ACCORDING TO THE LAW IS SIN, I DO NOT KNOW HOW ANYONE CAN SAY HE KNOWS GOD WHEN HE ASSERTS THAT THE COMMAND OF GOD IS SIN. IF THE LAW IS HOLY, MARRIAGE IS HOLY. THIS MYSTERY THE APOSTLE REFERS TO CHRIST AND THE CHURCH. JUST AS "THAT WHICH IS BORN OF THE FLESH IS FLESH, SO THAT WHICH IS BORN OF THE SPIRIT IS SPIRIT" NOT ONLY IN RESPECT OF ITS BIRTH BUT ALSO OF WHAT IS ACQUIRED BY LEARNING. THUS "THE CHILDREN ALSO ARE HOLY," THEY ARE WELL-PLEASING TO GOD, IN THAT THE LORD'S WORDS BRING THE SOUL AS A BRIDE TO GOD. FORNICATION AND MARRIAGE ARE THEREFORE DIFFERENT THINGS, AS FAR APART AS GOD IS FROM THE DEVIL. " AND YOU ARE DEAD TO THE LAW THROUGH THE BODY OF CHRIST SO THAT YOU MIGHT BELONG TO ANOTHER, TO HIM WHO WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD." IT IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD HERE THAT YOU BECOME CLOSELY OBEDIENT, SINCE IT IS ALSO ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH OF THE LAW THAT WE OBEY THE SAME LORD WHOSE COMMANDS ARE GIVEN TO US FROM A DISTANCE.
85. AND NO DOUBT OF SUCH PEOPLE IT IS REASONABLE WHEN, "THE SPIRIT SAYS EXPRESSLY THAT IN THE LAST TIMES SOME SHALL DEPART FROM THE FAITH, GIVING HEED TO SPIRITS OF ERROR AND THE TEACHING INSPIRED BY DAEMONS, THROUGH HYPOCRITICAL SOPHISTS WHO ARE SEATED IN CONSCIENCE AND FORBID MARRIAGE, AND DEMAND ABSTINENCE FROM FOODS WHICH GOD CREATED TO BE EATEN WITH THANKSGIVING BY BELIEVERS WHO KNOW THE TRUTH. EVERYTHING CREATED BY GOD IS GOOD, AND NONE IS TO BE REJECTED BUT ACCEPTED WITH THANKSGIVING. FOR IT IS SANCTIFIED BY THE WORD OF GOD AND BY PRAYER." IT NECESSARILY FOLLOWS, THEN, THAT IT IS WRONG TO FORBID MARRIAGE AND INDEED EATING MEAT OR DRINKING WINE. FOR IT IS WRITTEN: "IT IS GOOD TO EAT NO MEAT AND TO DRINK NO WINE" IF IT CAUSES OFFENCE TO DO SO, AND THAT IT IS "GOOD TO REMAIN AS I AM." BUT BOTH HE WHO EATS WITH THANKSGIVING AND HE WHO DOES NOT EAT, WHO ALSO OFFERS THANKSGIVING AND HAS A CONTINENT ENJOYMENT, SHOULD LIVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON.
86. IN GENERAL ALL THE EPISTLES OF THE APOSTLE TEACH SELF-CONTROL AND CONTINENCE AND CONTAIN NUMEROUS INSTRUCTIONS ABOUT MARRIAGE, BEGETTING CHILDREN, AND DOMESTIC LIFE. BUT THEY NOWHERE RULE OUT SELF-CONTROLLED MARRIAGE. RATHER THEY PRESERVE THE HARMONY OF THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL AND APPROVE BOTH THE MAN WHO WITH THANKS TO GOD ENTERS UPON MARRIAGE WITH SOBRIETY AND THE MAN WHO IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LORD'S WIN LIVES AS A CELIBATE, EVEN AS EACH INDIVIDUAL IS CANED, MAKING HIS CHOICE WITHOUT BLEMISH AND IN PERFECTION. "AND THE LAND OF JACOB WAS PRAISED ABOVE ANOTHER LANDS," SAYS THE PROPHET, GLORIFYING THE VESSEL OF HIS SPIRIT. BUT A CERTAIN MAN WHO DISPARAGES BIRTH, SPEAKING OF IT AS CORRUPT AND DESTINED FOR ABOLITION, AND DOES VIOLENCE TO THE SCRIPTURE, SAYING THAT THE LORD WAS REFERRING TO PROCREATION IN THE WORDS THAT ON EARTH ONE OUGHT NOT TO "LAY UP TREASURE WHERE MOTH AND RUST CORRUPT." AND HE IS NOT ASHAMED TO ADD TO THIS THE QUOTATION FROM THE PROPHET: "YOU ALL SHALL WAX OLD LIKE A GARMENT AND MOTH SHALL EAT YOU." BUT WE DO NOT CONTRADICT THE SCRIPTURE. OUR BODIES ARE CORRUPTIBLE AND BY NATURE SUBJECT TO CONTINUAL CHANGE. PERHAPS THE PROPHET WAS FORETELLING DESTRUCTION TO THOSE WHOM HE WAS ADDRESSING BECAUSE THEY WERE SINNERS. BUT THE SAVIOR DID NOT REFER TO BEGETTING CHILDREN, BUT WAS EXHORTING THOSE WHO WISHED ONLY TO POSSESS LARGE WEALTH AND NOT TO HELP THE NEEDY, TO SHARE THEIR GOODS WITH OTHERS.
87. THAT IS WHY HE SAYS: "WORK NOT FOR THE FOOD WHICH PERISHES, BUT FOR THAT WHICH ABIDES UNTO ETERNAL LIFE." SIMILARLY, THEY QUOTE THE SAYING: "THE CHILDREN OF THE AGE TO COME NEITHER MARRY NOR ARE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE." BUT IF ANYONE THINKS CAREFULLY ABOUT THIS QUESTION CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD AND THOSE WHO ASKED IT, HE WILL FIND THAT THE LORD IS NOT REJECTING MARRIAGE, BUT RIDDING THEIR MINDS OF THE EXPECTATION THAT IN THE RESURRECTION THERE WILL BE CARNAL DESIRE. THE PHRASE "THE CHILDREN OF THIS AGE" IS NOT MEANT TO MAKE A CONTRAST WITH THE CHILDREN OF SOME OTHER AGE, BUT IS EQUIVALENT TO SAYING "THOSE WHO ARE BORN IN THIS AGE," WHO ARE CHILDREN BECAUSE OF BIRTH; THEY BEGET AND ARE BEGOTTEN SINCE WITHOUT BIRTH NO ONE WILL COME INTO THIS LIFE. BUT THIS BIRTH, WHICH MUST EXPECT A CORRESPONDING CORRUPTION, NO LONGER AWAITS HIM WHO HAS ONCE DEPARTED FROM THIS LIFE. "YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN IS ONE," BUT HE IS ALSO FATHER OF ALL MEN BY CREATION. "THEREFORE, CALL NO MAN YOUR FATHER ON EARTH," WHICH IS AS IF HE SAID: DO NOT RECKON HIM WHO BEGAT YOU BY FLESHLY GENERATION TO BE THE CAUSE OF YOUR BEING, BUT AS THE ONE WHO CO-OPERATED IN CAUSING YOUR BIRTH, OR RATHER AS A SUBORDINATE HELPER TO THAT END.
88. HE THUS WISHES US TO TURN OURSELVES AGAIN AND BECOME AS CHILDREN WHO HAVE COME TO KNOW THE TRUE FATHER AND ARE REBORN THROUGH WATER BY A GENERATION DIFFERENT FROM BIRTH IN THE CREATED WORLD. YES, HE SAYS, "THE UNMARRIED CARES FOR THE THINGS THE SOURCE OF THE QUOTATION IS UNKNOWN; THE ENTIRE SENTENCE IS CITED BY OF THE LORD, BUT HE WHO IS MARRIED HOW HE CAN PLEASE HIS WIFE." WHAT THEN? IS IT NOT LAWFUL ALSO FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO PLEASE THEIR WIVES ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD TO GIVE THANKS TO GOD? IS IT NOT ALLOWABLE FOR BOTH THE MARRIED MAN AND HIS WIFE TO CARE FOR THINGS OF THE LORD TOGETHER? BUT JUST AS "THE UNMARRIED WOMAN CARES FOR THE THINGS OF THE LORD, THAT SHE MAY BE HOLY BOTH IN BODY AND SPIRIT," SO ALSO THE MARRIED WOMAN CARES IN THE LORD FOR THE THINGS OF HER HUSBAND AND THE THINGS OF THE LORD, THE ONE AS A WIFE, THE OTHER AS A VIRGIN. BUT TO PUT TO SHAME AND TO DISCOURAGE THOSE INCLINED TO CONTRACT A SECOND MARRIAGE THE APOSTLE APPROPRIATELY USES STRONG LANGUAGE AND SAYS AT ONCE: "EVERY OTHER SIN IS EXTERNAL TO THE BODY, BUT HE WHO COMMITS FORNICATION SINS AGAINST HIS OWN BODY." 
89. BUT IF ANYONE DARES TO CALL MARRIAGE FORNICATION, HE AGAIN FALLS INTO BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE LAW AND THE LORD. FOR AS COVETOUSNESS IS CALLED FORNICATION BECAUSE IT IS OPPOSED TO CONTENTMENT WITH WHAT ONE POSSESSES, AND AS IDOLATRY IS AN ABANDONMENT OF THE ONE GOD TO EMBRACE MANY GODS, SO FORNICATION IS APOSTASY FROM SINGLE MARRIAGE TO SEVERAL. FOR, AS WE HAVE REMARKED, THE APOSTLE USES THE WORDS FORNICATION AND ADULTERY IN; THREE SENSES. ON THIS MATTER THE PROPHET SAYS: "YOU WERE SOLD TO YOUR SINS." AND AGAIN: "YOU WERE DEFILED IN A FOREIGN LAND." HERE HE REGARDS AS DEFILEMENT AN ASSOCIATION WHICH IS BOUND UP WITH A STRANGE BODY AND NOT WITH THAT WHICH IN MARRIAGE IS BESTOWED FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROCREATION. THAT IS WHY THE APOSTLE! ALSO SAYS: "I WISH THEN THAT THE YOUNGER WOMEN MARRY, BEAR CHILDREN, LOOK AFTER THEIR HOUSES, AND GIVE THE ADVERSARY NO OCCASION FOR ABUSE; FOR SOME HAVE ALREADY TURNED ASIDE AFTER SATAN."
90. AND INDEED HE ENTIRELY APPROVES OF THE MAN WHO IS HUSBAND OF ONE WIFE, WHETHER HE BE PRESBYTER, DEACON, OR LAYMAN, IF HE CONDUCTS HIS MARRIAGE UNBLAMEABLY. "FOR HE SHALL BE SAVED BY CHILD-BEARING." AGAIN, WHEN THE SAVIOR CALLS THE JEWS "A WICKED AND ADULTEROUS GENERATION" HE TEACHES THAT THEY DID NOT KNOW THE LAW AS THE LAW INTENDED; BY FOLLOWING THE TRADITION OF THE ELDERS AND THE COMMANDMENTS OF MEN, THEY WERE COMMITTING ADULTERY AGAINST THE LAW, AS THEY DID NOT ACCEPT "THE HUSBAND AND LORD OF THEIR VIRGINITY." BUT PERHAPS HE ALSO KNEW THAT THEY WERE ENSLAVED BY ALIEN DESIRES, ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH THEY WERE IN CONTINUAL BONDAGE TO THEIR SINS AND WERE SOLD TO FOREIGNERS, SINCE AMONG THE JEWS AT LEAST NO PUBLIC HARLOTS EXISTED AND ADULTERY WAS FORBIDDEN. BUT HE WHO SAID, "I HAVE MARRIED A WIFE AND THEREFORE I CANNOT COME" TO THE DIVINE SUPPER WAS AN EXAMPLE TO CONVICT THOSE WHO FOR PLEASURE'S SAKE WERE ABANDONING THE DIVINE COMMAND; FOR IF THIS SAYING IS TAKEN OTHERWISE, NEITHER THE RIGHTEOUS BEFORE THE COMING OF CHRIST NOR THOSE WHO HAVE MARRIED SINCE HIS COMING, EVEN IF THEY BE APOSTLES, WILL BE SAVED. AND IF THEY AGAIN BRING FORWARD THE POINT THAT THE PROPHET ALSO SAID, "I HAVE BECOME OLD AMONG ALL MY ENEMIES," BY "ENEMIES" THEY OUGHT TO UNDERSTAND SINS. IT IS NOT MARRIAGE THAT IS A SIN BUT FORNICATION, SINCE OTHERWISE THEY MUST SAY THAT BIRTH AND THE CREATION OF BIRTH ARE SINFUL. 
CHAPTER. XIII
91. SUCH ARE THE ARGUMENTS OF JULIUS CASINOS, THE ORIGINATOR OF DECEITS. AT ANY RATE IN HIS BOOK CONCERNING CONTINENCE AND CELIBACY HE SAYS THESE WORDS: "AND LET NO ONE SAY THAT BECAUSE WE HAVE THESE PARTS, THAT THE FEMALE BODY IS SHAPED THIS WAY AND THE MALE THAT WAY, THE ONE TO RECEIVE, THE OTHER TO GIVE SEED, SEXUAL INTERCOURSE IS ALLOWED BY GOD [ONLY ONCE IN GENESIS 4:1]. FOR IF THIS ARRANGEMENT HAD BEEN MADE BY GOD, TO WHOM WE SEEK TO ATTAIN, HE WOULD NOT HAVE PRONOUNCED EUNUCHS BLESSED; NOR WOULD THE PROPHET HAVE SAID THAT THEY ARE 'NOT AN UNFRUITFUL TREE,' USING THE TREE AS AN ILLUSTRATION OF THE MAN WHO CHOOSES TO EMASCULATE HIMSELF OF ANY SUCH NOTION."
92. AND STRIVING STILL FURTHER TO SUPPORT HIS GODLESS OPINION HE ADDS: "COULD NOT ONE RIGHTLY FIND FAULT WITH THE SAVIOR IF HE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR OUR FORMATION AND THEN DELIVERED US FROM ERROR AND FROM THIS USE OF THE GENERATIVE ORGANS?" IN THIS RESPECT HIS TEACHING IS THE SAME AS TITIAN’S. BUT HE DEPARTED FROM THE SCHOOL OF VALENTINE. ON THIS ACCOUNT HE SAYS: "WHEN SALOME ' ASKED WHEN SHE WOULD KNOW THE ANSWER TO HER QUESTIONS, THE LORD SAID, WHEN YOU TRAMPLE ON THE ROBE OF SHAME, AND WHEN THE TWO SHALL BE ONE, AND THE MALE WITH THE FEMALE, AND THERE IS NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE."
93. IN THE FIRST PLACE WE HAVE NOT GOT THE SAYING IN THE FOUR GOSPELS THAT HAVE BEEN HANDED DOWN TO US, BUT IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE EGYPTIANS. SECONDLY CASSIA SEEMS TO ME NOT TO KNOW THAT IT REFERS TO WRATH IN SPEAKING OF AND TO DESIRE IN SPEAKING OF THE FEMALE. WHEN THESE OPERATE, THERE FOLLOW REPENTANCE AND SHAME. BUT WHEN A MAN GIVES IN NEITHER TO WRATH NOR TO DESIRE, BOTH OF WHICH INCREASE IN CONSEQUENCE OF EVIL HABIT AND UPBRINGING SO AS TO CLOUD AND OBSCURE RATIONAL THOUGHT, BUT PUTS OFF FROM HIM THE DARKNESS THEY CAUSE WITH PENITENCE AND SHAME, UNITING SPIRIT AND SOUL IN OBEDIENCE TO THE WORD, THEN, AS PAUL ALSO SAYS, "THERE IS AMONG YOU NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE." FOR THE SOUL LEAVES THIS PHYSICAL FORM IN WHICH MALE AND FEMALE ARE DISTINGUISHED, AND BEING NEITHER THE ONE NOR THE OTHER CHANGES TO UNITY. BUT THIS WORTHY FELLOW THINKS IN PLATONIC FASHION THAT THE SOUL IS OF DIVINE ORIGIN AND, HAVING BECOME FEMALE BY DESIRE, HAS COME DOWN HERE FROM ABOVE TO BIRTH AND CORRUPTION. 
CHAPTER XIV
94. HE THEN DOES VIOLENCE TO PAUL, MAKING HIM HOLD THAT BIRTH ORIGINATED FROM DECEIT BECAUSE HE SAYS: "I AM AFRAID LEST, AS THE SERPENT DECEIVED EVE, YOUR THOUGHTS SHOULD BE CORRUPTED FROM THE SIMPLICITY WHICH IS TOWARDS CHRIST." BUT THE LORD, AS ALL AGREE, CAME TO THAT WHICH WAS ASTRAY, BUT IT HAD NOT STRAYED FROM ABOVE INTO EARTHLY BIRTH (FOR BIRTH IS CREATED AND THE CREATION OF THE ALMIGHTY WHO WOULD NEVER BRING THE SOUL DOWN FROM WHAT IS GOOD TO WHAT IS BAD). THE SAVIOR CAME TO MEN WHO WERE ASTRAY IN THEIR THOUGHTS, TO US WHOSE MINDS WERE CORRUPTED AS A RESULT OF OUR DISOBEYING THE COMMANDMENTS BECAUSE WE WERE LOVERS OF PLEASURE, AND PERHAPS ALSO BECAUSE THE FIRST MAN OF OUR RACE DID NOT BIDE HIS TIME, DESIRED THE FAVOR OF MARRIAGE BEFORE THE PROPER HOUR, AND FELL INTO SIN BY NOT WAITING FOR THE TIME OF GOD'S WILL; "FOR EVERYONE WHO LOOKS UPON A WOMAN TO LUST AFTER HER HAS ALREADY COMMITTED ADULTERY WITH HER." 
95. IT WAS THE SAME LORD WHO AT THAT TIME ALSO CONDEMNED THE DESIRE WHICH PRECEDED MARRIAGE. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE APOSTLE SAYS, "PUT ON THE NEW MAN WHICH IS CREATED AFTER GOD," HE SPEAKS TO US WHO WERE FORMED AS WE ARE BY THE WILL OF THE ALMIGHTY. IN SPEAKING OF THE OLD MAN AND THE NEW HE IS NOT REFERRING TO BIRTH AND REBIRTH RESPECTIVELY, BUT TO MANNER OF LIFE, THE ONE BEING DISOBEDIENT, THE OTHER OBEDIENT. THE "COATS OF SKINS” IN CASSIA’S VIEW ARE BODIES. THAT BOTH HE AND THOSE WHO TEACH THE SAME AS HE DOES ARE WRONG HERE, WE WILL SHOW WHEN WE UNDERTAKE AN EXPLANATION OF THE BIRTH OF MAN AND THE NECESSARY PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION. HE FURTHER SAYS: THE SUBJECTS OF EARTHLY KINGS BOTH BEGET AND ARE BORN, 'BUT OUR CITIZENSHIP IS IN HEAVEN, FROM WHENCE ALSO WE LOOK FOR THE SAVIOR. THAT THIS REMARK ALSO IS RIGHT WE RECOGNIZE, SINCE OUGHT TO BEHAVE AS STRANGERS AND PILGRIMS, IF MARRIED AS THOUGH WE WERE NOT MARRIED, IF POSSESSING WEALTH AS THOUGH WE NOT POSSESS IT, IF PROCREATING CHILDREN AS GIVING BIRTH TO MORTALS , AS THOSE WHO ARE READY TO ABANDON THEIR PROPERTY, AS MEN) WOULD EVEN LIVE WITHOUT A WIFE IF NEED BE, AS PEOPLE WHO NOT PASSIONATELY ATTACHED TO THE CREATED WORLD, BUT USE IT WITH ALL GRATITUDE AND WITH A SENSE OF EXALTATION BEYOND IT. 
CHAPTER XV
96. AND AGAIN WHEN THE APOSTLE SAYS, "IT IS GOOD FOR A MAN NOT TO TOUCH A WOMAN; BUT BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF IMMORALITY LET MAN HAVE HIS OWN WIFE," HE EXPLAINS IT, AS IT WERE, BY THE FURTHER WORDS "LEST SATAN TEMPT YOU." IN THE PHRASE "BECAUSE OF CONTINENCE" HE SPEAKS NOT TO THOSE WHO CHASTELY USE MARRIAGE FOR PROCREATION ALONE, BUT TO THOSE WHO WERE DESIRING TO BEYOND PROCREATION, LEST THE ADVERSARY SHOULD RAISE A STORMY AND AROUSE DESIRE FOR ALIEN PLEASURES. BUT PERHAPS BECAUSE SATAN IS ZEALOUSLY HOSTILE TO THOSE WHO LIVE RIGHTLY AND CONTENDS AGAINST THEM, AND WISHES TO BRING THEM OVER TO HIS OWN SIDE, HE AIMS TO GIVE THEM OCCASIONS FOR FALLING BY MAKING IT DIFFICULT FOR TO BE CONTINENT.
97. ACCORDINGLY THE APOSTLE RIGHTLY SAYS, "IT IS BETTER TO MARRY: THAN TO BURN WITH PASSION," THAT THE HUSBAND MAY GIVE TO THE WIFE HER DUE HE WIFE TO THE HUSBAND, AND THAT THEY SHOULD NOT DEPRIVE ANOTHER OF HELP GIVEN BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE FOR THE PURPOSE OF GENERATION. "BUT WHOSOEVER SHALL NOT HATE FATHER OR MOTHER OR WIFE OR CHILDREN," THEY QUOTE, "CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE." THIS A COMMAND TO HATE ONE'S FAMILY. FOR HE SAYS: "HONOR THY FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THY MOTHER [VICTORIA] THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH THEE." BUT WHAT HE MEANS IS THIS: DO NOT LET YOURSELF BE LED ASTRAY BY IRRATIONAL IMPULSES AND HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THE CITY CUSTOMS. FOR A HOUSEHOLD CONSISTS OF A FAMILY, AND CITIES OF HOUSEHOLDS, AS PAUL ALSO SAYS OF THOSE WHO ARE ABSORBED IN MARRIAGE THAT THEY AIM TO "PLEASE THE WORLD." AGAIN, THE LORD SAYS, "LET NOT THE MARRIED PERSON SEEK A DIVORCE, NOR THE UNMARRIED PERSON MARRIAGE," THAT IS, HE WHO HAS CONFESSED HIS INTENTION OF BEING CELIBATE, LET HIM REMAIN UNMARRIED.
98. TO BOTH THE SAME LORD GIVES THE CORRESPONDING PROMISES BY THE PROPHET ISAIAH IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "LET NOT THE EUNUCH SAY, I AM DRY WOOD. TO EUNUCHS THE LORD SAYS THIS, IF YOU KEEP MY SABBATHS AND DO ALL THAT I COMMAND YOU, I WILL GIVE YOU A PLACE BETTER THAN SONS AND DAUGHTERS." FOR A EUNUCH IS NOT JUSTIFIED MERELY BECAUSE HE IS A EUNUCH, AND CERTAINLY NOT BECAUSE HE OBSERVES THE SABBATH, IF HE DOES NOT KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS. AND FOR THE MARRIED HE GOES ON TO SAY, "MY ELECT SHALL NOT LABOR IN VAIN NOR BEAR CHILDREN TO BE ACCURSED; FOR THEY ARE A SEED BLESSED BY THE LORD." FOR HIM WHO BEGETS CHILDREN AND BRINGS THEM UP AND EDUCATES THEM IN THE LORD, JUST AS FOR HIM WHO BEGETS CHILDREN BY MEANS OF THE TRUE TEACHING, A REWARD IS LAID UP, AS ALSO FOR THE ELECT SEED. BUT OTHERS HOLD THAT PROCREATION IS A CURSE AND DO NOT UNDERSTAND THAT THE SCRIPTURE SPEAKS AGAINST THEM. THOSE WHO ARE IN TRUTH THE LORD'S ELECT NEITHER TEACH DOCTRINES NOR BEGET CHILDREN TO BE ACCURSED, AS THE SECTS DO.
99. A EUNUCH, THEN, DOES NOT MEAN A MAN WHO HAS BEEN CASTRATED, NOR EVEN AN UNMARRIED MAN, BUT A MAN WHO IS UNPRODUCTIVE OF TRUTH. FORMERLY HE WAS "DRY WOOD," BUT IF HE OBEYS THE WORD AND OBSERVES THE SABBATHS BY ABSTAINING FROM SINS AND KEEPS THE COMMANDMENTS, HE WILL BE IN HIGHER HONOR THAT THOSE WHO ARE EDUCATED IN WORD ALONE AND FAIL TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT. "LITTLE CHILDREN," SAYS OUR TEACHER, "A LITTLE WHILE LONGER I AM WITH YOU." THAT IS WHY PAUL ALSO INSTRUCTS THE GALATIANS IN THESE WORDS: "MY LITTLE CHILDREN, WITH WHOM I TRAVAIL IN BIRTH AGAIN UNTIL CHRIST BE FORMED IN YOU." AND AGAIN, HE WRITES TO THE CORINTHIANS: "FOR THOUGH YOU MAY HAVE TEN THOUSAND INSTRUCTORS IN CHRIST, YET YOU HAVE NOT MANY FATHERS. FOR IN CHRIST I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU THROUGH THE GOSPEL." ON THIS ACCOUNT A EUNUCH SHALL NOT ENTER INTO GOD'S ASSEMBLY," THAT IS, THE MAN WHO IS UNPRODUCTIVE AND UNFRUITFUL BOTH IN CONDUCT AND IN WORD; BUT BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE MADE THEMSELVES EUNUCHS, FREE FROM ALL SIN, FOR THE SAKE OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN BY THEIR ABSTINENCE FROM THE WORLD. 
CHAPTER XVI
100. WHEN JEREMIAH SAYS, CURSED BE THE DAY IN WHICH I WAS BORN, AND LET IT NOT BE LONGED FOR," HE IS NOT SAYING SIMPLY THAT BIRTH IS ACCURSED, BUT IS IN DESPAIR AT THE SINS AND DISOBEDIENCE OF THE PEOPLE. IN FACT, HE GOES ON, "WHY WAS I BORN TO SEE LABOR AND PAIN AND MY DAYS ACCOMPLISHED IN SHAME?" ALL THOSE WHO PREACH THE TRUTH ARE PERSECUTED AND IN DANGER BECAUSE OF THE DISOBEDIENCE OF THEIR HEARERS. "WHY DID NOT MY MOTHER'S WOMB BECOME MY TOMB, THAT I MIGHT NOT SEE THE DISTRESS OF JACOB AND THE TOIL OF THE NATION OF ISRAEL?" SAYS ESDRAS THE PROPHET. “NO ONE IS PURE FROM DEFILEMENT," SAYS JOB, "NOT EVEN IF HIS LIFE LAST BUT ONE DAY." LET THEM TELL US HOW THE NEWLY BORN CHILD COULD COMMIT FORNICATION, OR HOW THAT WHICH HAS DONE NOTHING HAS FALLEN UNDER THE CURSE OF ADAM. THE ONLY CONSISTENT ANSWER FOR THEM, IT SEEMS, IS TO SAY THAT BIRTH IS AN EVIL, NOT ONLY FOR THE BODY, BUT ALSO FOR THE SOUL FOR THE SAKE OF WHICH THE BODY ITSELF EXISTS. AND WHEN DAVID SAYS: “IN SIN I WAS BORN AND IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS MY MOTHER CONCEIVED ME," HE SAYS IN PROPHETIC MANNER THAT EVE IS HIS MOTHER. FOR EVE BECAME THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING." BUT IF HE WAS CONCEIVED IN SIN, YET HE WAS NOT HIMSELF IN SIN, NOR IS HE HIMSELF SIN.
101. BUT ON THE QUESTION WHETHER EVERYONE WHO TURNS FROM I SIN TO FAITH TURNS FROM SINFUL HABITS TO LIFE AS THOUGH BORN OF A MOTHER, I MAY CALL AS WITNESS ONE OF THE TWELVE PROPHETS WHO SAID: “AM I TO GIVE MY FIRSTBORN FOR MY IMPIETY, THE FRUIT OF MY WOMB FOR THE SIN OF MY SOUL?" THIS IS NOT AN ATTACK ON HIM WHO SAID: "INCREASE AND MULTIPLY." RATHER HE CALLS THE FIRST IMPULSES RESULTING FROM BIRTH, BY WHICH WE DO NOT KNOW GOD, "IMPIETY." IF ON THIS BASIS ANYONE MAINTAINS THAT BIRTH IS EVIL, LET HIM ALSO ON THE SAME GROUND HOLD THAT IT IS GOOD, SINCE IN IT WE RECOGNIZE THE TRUTH. "BE SOBER AS IS RIGHT, .AND SIN NOT; FOR SOME HAVE NOT THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD," THAT IS, THOSE WHO SIN. "FOR WE WRESTLE NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD, BUT AGAINST SPIRITUAL POWERS." BUT "THE RULERS OF DARKNESS" HAVE POWER TO TEMPT US. THAT IS WHY CONCESSIONS ARE MADE. THEREFORE, ALSO PAUL SAYS: "I BUFFET MY BODY AND BRING IT INTO SUBJECTION." "FOR EVERYONE WHO WISHES TO TAKE PART IN A CONTEST IS CONTINENT IN ALL THINGS" (THE WORDS "HE IS CONTINENT IN ALL THINGS" REALLY MEAN THAT, THOUGH HE DOES NOT ABSTAIN FROM EVERYTHING, YET HE IS SELF-CONTROLLED ON SUCH THINGS AS HE THINKS FIT). "THEY DO IT TO OBTAIN A CORRUPTIBLE CROWN, BUT WE AN INCORRUPTIBLE," AS IF WE CONQUER IN THE STRUGGLE, THOUGH THERE IS NO CROWN FOR US IF WE DO NOT PUT UP ANY FIGHT AT ALL. THERE ARE ALSO SOME NOW WHO RANK THE WIDOW HIGHER THAN THE VIRGIN IN THE MATTER OF CONTINENCE, ON THE GROUND THAT SHE SCORNS PLEASURE OF WHICH SHE HAS HAD EXPERIENCE. 
CHAPTER XVII
102. IF BIRTH IS SOMETHING EVIL, LET THE BLASPHEMERS SAY THAT THE LORD WHO SHARED IN BIRTH WAS BORN IN EVIL, AND THAT THE VIRGIN GAVE BIRTH TO HIM IN EVIL. WOE TO THESE WICKED FELLOWS! THEY BLASPHEME AGAINST THE WILL OF GOD AND THE MYSTERY OF CREATION IN SPEAKING EVIL OF BIRTH. THIS IS THE GROUND UPON WHICH DOCETISM IS HELD BY CASSIAN AND BY MARCION ALSO, AND ON WHICH EVEN VALENTINE INDEED TEACHES THAT CHRIST'S BODY WAS "PSYCHIC." THEY SAY: MAN BECAME LIKE THE BEASTS [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] WHEN HE CAME TO PRACTICE SEXUAL INTERCOURSE. BUT IT IS WHEN A MAN IN HIS PASSION REALLY WANTS TO GO TO BED WITH A STRANGE WOMAN THAT IN TRUTH SUCH A MAN HAS BECOME A WILD BEAST. "WILD HORSES WHERE THEY BECOME, EACH MAN WHINNIED AFTER HIS NEIGHBOR’S WIFE." AND IF THE SERPENT TOOK THE USE OF INTERCOURSE FROM THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS AND PERSUADED ADAM TO AGREE TO HAVE SEXUAL UNION WITH EVE, AS THOUGH THE COUPLE FIRST CREATED DID NOT HAVE SUCH UNION BY NATURE, AS SOME THINK, THIS AGAIN IS BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE CREATION. FOR IT MAKES HUMAN NATURE WEAKER THAN THAT OF THE BRUTE BEASTS IF IN THIS MATTER THOSE WHO WERE FIRST CREATED BY GOD COPIED THEM. 
103. BUT IF NATURE LED THEM, LIKE THE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, TO PROCREATION, YET THEY WERE IMPELLED TO DO IT MORE QUICKLY THAN. WAS PROPER BECAUSE THEY WERE STILL YOUNG AND HAD BEEN LED AWAY BY DECEIT. THUS, GOD'S JUDGMENT AGAINST THEM WAS JUST, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT WAIT FOR HIS WILL. BUT BIRTH IS HOLY. BY IT WERE MADE THE WORLD, THE EXISTENCES, THE NATURES, THE ANGELS, POWERS, SOULS, THE COMMANDMENTS, THE LAW, THE GOSPEL, THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. AND "ALL FLESH IS GRASS, AND ALL THE GLORY OF MAN AS THE FLOWER OF GRASS. THE GRASS WITHERS, THE FLOWER FALLS; BUT THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD ABIDES" WHICH ANOINTS THE SOUL AND UNITES IT WITH THE SPIRIT. WITHOUT THE BODY HOW COULD THE DIVINE PLAN FOR US IN THE CHURCH ACHIEVE ITS END? SURELY THE LORD HIMSELF, THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH, CAME IN THE FLESH, THOUGH WITHOUT FORM AND BEAUTY, TO TEACH US TO LOOK UPON THE FORMLESS AND INCORPOREAL NATURE OF THE DIVINE CAUSE. "FOR A TREE OF LIFE" SAYS THE PROPHET, "GROWS BY A GOOD DESIRE," TEACHING THAT DESIRES WHICH ARE IN THE LIVING LORD ARE GOOD AND PURE.
104. FURTHERMORE THEY WISH TO MAINTAIN THAT THE INTERCOURSE OF MAN AND WIFE IN MARRIAGE, WHICH IS CALLED KNOWLEDGE, IS A SIN; THIS SIN IS REFERRED TO AS EATING OF THE TREE OF GOOD AND EVIL, AND THE PHRASE "HE KNEW" SIGNIFIES TRANSGRESSION OF THE COMMANDMENT. BUT IF THIS IS SO, EVEN KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH IS EATING OF THE TREE OF LIFE. IT IS POSSIBLE FOR A SOBER-MINDED MARRIAGE TO PARTAKE OF THAT TREE. WE HAVE ALREADY OBSERVED THAT MARRIAGE MAY BE USED RIGHTLY OR WRONGLY; AND THIS IS THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, IF WE DO NOT TRANSGRESS IN MARRIAGE. WHAT THEN? DOES NOT THE SAVIOR WHO HEALS THE SOUL ALSO HEAL THE BODY OF ITS PASSIONS? BUT IF THE FLESH WERE HOSTILE TO THE SOUL, HE WOULD NOT HAVE RAISED AN OBSTACLE TO THE SOUL BY STRENGTHENING WITH GOOD HEALTH THE HOSTILE FLESH. "THIS I SAY, BRETHREN, THAT FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD NOR CORRUPTION INCORRUPTION." FOR SIN BEING CORRUPTION CANNOT HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH INCORRUPTION WHICH IS RIGHTEOUSNESS. " ARE YOU SO FOOLISH?" HE SAYS; "HAVING BEGUN IN THE SPIRIT ARE YOU NOW TO BE MADE PERFECT BY THE FLESH." 
CHAPTER XVIII
105. SOME, THEN, AS WE HAVE SHOWN, HAVE TRIED TO GO BEYOND WHAT IS RIGHT AND THE CONCORD THAT MARKS SALVATION WHICH IS HOLY AND ESTABLISHED. THEY HAVE BLASPHEMOUSLY ACCEPTED THE IDEAL OF CONTINENCE FOR REASONS ENTIRELY GODLESS. CELIBACY MAY LAWFULLY BE CHOSEN ACCORDING TO THE SOUND RULE. WITH GODLY REASONS, PROVIDED THAT THE PERSON GIVES THANKS FOR THE GRACE GOD HAS GRANTED, AND DOES NOT HATE THE CREATION' OR RECKON MARRIED PEOPLE TO BE OF NO ACCOUNT. FOR THE WORLD IS CREATED: CELIBACY IS ALSO CREATED. LET BOTH GIVE THANKS FOR THEIR APPOINTED STATE, IF THEY KNOW TO WHAT STATE THEY ARE APPOINTED. BUT OTHERS HAVE KICKED OVER THE TRACES AND WAXED WANTON, HAVING BECOME INDEED "WILD HORSES WHO WHINNY AFTER THEIR NEIGHBOR’S WIVES." THEY HAVE ABANDONED THEMSELVES TO LUST WITHOUT RESTRAINT AND PERSUADE THEIR NEIGHBORS TO LIVE LICENTIOUSLY; AS WRETCHES THEY FOLLOW THE SCRIPTURE: "CAST YOUR LOT IN WITH US; LET US ALL HAVE A COMMON PURSE AND LET OUR MONEYBAG BE ONE."
106. ON ACCOUNT OF THEM THE SAME PROPHET GIVES US ADVICE SAYING: "GO NOT IN THE WAY WITH THEM, WITHDRAW THY FOOT FROM THEIR STEPS. FOR NOT UNJUSTLY ARE NETS SPREAD OUT TO CATCH BIRDS; FOR THEY ARE GUILTY OF BLOODSHED AND TREASURE UP EVIL FOR THEMSELVES" -THAT IS, THEY SEEK FOR IMMORALITY AND TEACH THEIR NEIGHBORS TO DO THE SAME. ACCORDING TO THE PROPHET THEY ARE "FIGHTERS STRUCK WITH THEIR OWN TAILS" (OURAI), TO WHICH THE GREEKS GIVE THE NAME KERKOI. THOSE TO WHOM THE PROPHECY REFERS MIGHT WELL BE LUSTFUL, INCONTINENT, MEN WHO FIGHT WITH THEIR TAILS, CHILDREN OF DARKNESS AND WRATH, BLOODSTAINED SUICIDES AND MURDERERS OF THEIR NEIGHBORS. "PURIFY OUT THE OLD LEAVEN, THAT YOU MAY BE A NEW LUMP," CRIES THE APOSTLE TO US. AND AGAIN, IN ANGER AT SUCH PEOPLE HE DIRECTS THAT WE SHOULD "HAVE NO FELLOWSHIP WITH ANYONE CALLED A BROTHER IF HE IS A FORNICATOR OR COVETOUS MAN OR IDOLATER OR REVILER OR DRUNKARD OR ROBBER; WITH SUCH A MAN ONE OUGHT NOT EVEN TO EAT." "FOR I THROUGH THE LAW AM DEAD TO THE LAW," HE SAYS, "THAT I MAY LIVE UNTO GOD. I AM CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST; IT IS NO LONGER I THAT LIVE," MEANING THAT I USED TO LIVE ACCORDING TO MY LUSTS, "BUT CHRIST LIVES IN ME," AND I AM PURE AND BLESSED BY OBEYING THE COMMANDMENTS; SO THAT WHEREAS AT ONE TIME I LIVED IN THE FLESH CARNALLY, "THE LIFE WHICH I NOW LIVE IN THE FLESH I LIVE BY FAITH IN THE SON OF GOD."
107. "GO INTO NO WAY OF THE HEATHEN AND ENTER NO CITY OF THE SAMARITANS," SAYS THE LORD, TO KEEP US AWAY FROM SOCIETY CONTRARY TO HIS WILL. "FOR THE END OF THE LAWLESS MAN IS EVIL. AND THESE ARE THE WAYS OF ALL THOSE WHO DO LAWLESS DEEDS." "WOE TO THAT MAN," THE LORD SAYS, "IT WAS WELL FOR HIM IF HE HAD NEVER BEEN BORN, THEN THAT HE SHOULD CAUSE ONE OF MY LITTLE ONES TO STUMBLE. IT WAS BETTER FOR HIM THAT A MILLSTONE WAS HUNG ABOUT HIM AND HE CAST INTO THE SEA THAN THAT HE SHOULD PERVERT ONE, OF MY ELECT." "FOR THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD IS BLASPHEMED BECAUSE OF THEM." THEREFORE, THE APOSTLE NOBLY SAYS, "I WROTE TO YOU IN MY LETTER TO HAVE NO COMPANY WITH FORNICATORS," AS FAR AS THE WORDS "BUT THE BODY IS NOT FOR FORNICATION BUT FOR THE LORD, AND THE LORD FOR THE BODY." AND TO SHOW THAT HE DOES NOT REGARD MARRIAGE AS FORNICATION HE GOES ON: "DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT HE WHO IS JOINED TO A HARLOT IS ONE BODY WITH HER?" OR WHO WILL ASSERT THAT BEFORE SHE IS MARRIED A VIRGIN IS A HARLOT? " AND DO NOT DEPRIVE ONE ANOTHER," HE SAYS, "EXCEPT BY AGREEMENT FOR A TIME," INDICATING BY THE WORD "DEPRIVE" THE OBLIGATION OF MARRIAGE, PROCREATION, WHICH HE HAS SET FORTH IN THE PRECEDING PASSAGE WHERE HE SAYS: "LET THE HUSBAND GIVE THE WIFE HER DUE AND LIKEWISE ALSO THE WIFE TO THE HUSBAND."
108. IN FULFILLING THIS OBLIGATION SHE IS A HELPMEET IN THE HOUSE AND IN CHRISTIAN FAITH. AND THE APOSTLE EXPRESSES THE SAME POINT EVEN MORE CLEARLY AS FOLLOWS: "TO THE MARRIED I DIRECT, YET NOT I BUT THE LORD, THAT THE WIFE BE NOT SEPARATED FROM HER HUSBAND (AND IF SHE IS SEPARATED, LET HER REMAIN UNMARRIED OR BE RECONCILED TO HER HUSBAND) AND THAT THE HUSBAND SHOULD NOT LEAVE HIS WIFE. BUT TO THE REST I SAY, NOT THE LORD: IF ANY BROTHER...," DOWN TO THE WORDS "BUT NOW ARE THEY HOLY." WHAT HAVE THEY TO SAY TO THESE WORDS, THESE PEOPLE WHO DISPARAGE THE LAW AND SPEAK AS IF MARRIAGE WERE ONLY CONCEDED BY THE LAW AND IS NOT IN ACCORD WITH THE NEW TESTAMENT? WHAT REPLY TO THESE DIRECTIONS HAVE THOSE WHO RECOIL FROM INTERCOURSE AND BIRTH? FOR HE ALSO LAYS DOWN THAT THE BISHOP WHO IS TO RULE THE CHURCH MUST BE A MAN WHO GOVERNS HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD WELL. A HOUSEHOLD PLEASING TO THE LORD CONSISTS OF A MARRIAGE WITH ONE WIFE. "TO THE PURE," HE SAYS, "ALL THINGS ARE PURE: BUT TO THE DEFILED AND UNBELIEVING NOTHING IS PURE, BUT THEIR MIND AND CONSCIENCE ARE POLLUTED." 
109. WITH REFERENCE TO ILLICIT INDULGENCE HE SAYS: "MAKE NO MISTAKE: NEITHER FORNICATORS NOR IDOLATERS NOR ADULTERERS NOR EFFEMINATE MEN NOR HOMOSEXUALS NOR COVETOUS MEN NOR ROBBERS NOR DRUNKARDS NOR REVILERS NOR THIEVES SHALL INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND WE," WHO USED TO INDULGE IN SUCH PRACTICES, "HAVE WASHED OURSELVES." 'BUT THEY HAVE A PURIFICATION, WITH A VIEW TO COMMITTING THIS IMMORALITY; THEIR BAPTISM MEANS PASSING FROM SELF-CONTROL TO FORNICATION. THEY MAINTAIN THAT ONE SHOULD GRATIFY THE LUSTS AND PASSIONS, TEACHING THAT ONE MUST TURN FROM SOBRIETY TO BE INCONTINENT. THEY SET THEIR HOPE ON THEIR PRIVATE PARTS. THUS, THEY SHUT THEMSELVES OUT OF GOD'S KINGDOM AND DEPRIVE THEMSELVES OF ENROLMENT AS DISCIPLES, AND UNDER THE NAME OF KNOWLEDGE, FALSELY SO CALLED, THEY HAVE TAKEN THE ROAD TO OUTER DARKNESS. "FOR THE REST, BRETHREN, WHATEVER IS TRUE, WHATEVER IS HOLY, WHATEVER IS RIGHTEOUS, WHATEVER IS PURE, WHATEVER IS ATTRACTIVE, WHATEVER IS WELL SPOKEN OF, WHATEVER IS VIRTUOUS, AND WHATEVER IS PRAISEWORTHY, THINK ON THESE THINGS. AND WHATEVER YOU HAVE LEARNT AND RECEIVED AND HEARD AND SEEN IN ME, THIS DO. AND THE GOD OF PEACE SHALL BE WITH YOU."
110. AND PETER IN HIS EPISTLE SAYS THE SAME: "SO THAT YOUR FAITH AND HOPE MAY BE IN GOD, BECAUSE YOU HAVE PURIFIED YOUR SOULS IN OBEDIENCE TO THE TRUTH," ''AS OBEDIENT CHILDREN, NOT BEHAVING AFTER THE FASHION OF THE LUSTS IN WHICH IN YOUR IGNORANCE YOU FORMERLY INDULGED; BUT AS HE WHO HAS CALLED YOU IS HOLY, SO ALSO MUST YOU BE HOLY IN ALL YOUR CONDUCT; AS IT IS WRITTEN, BE YE HOLY FOR I AM HOLY." BUT OUR POLEMIC, THOUGH NECESSARY AGAINST THOSE WHO MASQUERADE UNDER THE FALSE NAME OF KNOWLEDGE, HAS CARRIED US BEYOND THE LIMIT AND MADE OUR DISCUSSION LENGTHY. ACCORDINGLY, THIS IS THE END OF OUR THIRD MISCELLANY OF GNOSTIC NOTES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY. 
CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA: THE STROMATA, OR MISCELLANIES
BOOK IV.
CHAP. I. --ORDER OF CONTENTS. 
IT WILL FOLLOW, I THINK, THAT I SHOULD TREAT OF MARTYRDOM, AND OF WHO THE PERFECT MAN IS. WITH THESE POINTS SHALL BE INCLUDED WHAT FOLLOWS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DEMANDS OF THE POINTS TO BE SPOKEN ABOUT, AND HOW BOTH BOND AND FREE MUST EQUALLY PHILOSOPHIZE, WHETHER MALE OR FEMALE IN SEX. AND IN THE SEQUEL, AFTER FINISHING WHAT IS TO BE SAID ON FAITH AND INQUIRY, WE SHALL SET FORTH THE DEPARTMENT OF SYMBOLS; SO THAT, ON CURSORILY CONCLUDING THE DISCOURSE ON ETHICS, WE SHALL EXHIBIT THE ADVANTAGE WHICH HAS ACCRUED TO THE GREEKS FROM THE BARBARIAN PHILOSOPHY. AFTER WHICH SKETCH, THE BRIEF EXPLANATION OF THE SCRIPTURES BOTH AGAINST THE GREEKS AND AGAINST THE JEWS WILL BE PRESENTED, AND WHATEVER POINTS WE WERE UNABLE TO EMBRACE IN THE PREVIOUS MISCELLANIES (THROUGH HAVING RESPECT NECESSARILY TO THE MULTITUDE OF MATTERS), IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE POEM, PURPOSING TO FINISH THEM IN ONE COMMENTARY. IN ADDITION TO THESE POINTS, AFTERWARDS ON COMPLETING THE SKETCH, AS FAR AS WE CAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH WHAT WE PROPOSE, WE MUST GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THE PHYSICAL DOCTRINES OF THE GREEKS AND OF THE BARBARIANS, RESPECTING ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES, AS FAR AS THEIR OPINIONS HAVE REACHED US, AND ARGUE AGAINST THE PRINCIPAL VIEWS EXCOGITATED BY THE PHILOSOPHERS. IT WILL NATURALLY FALL AFTER THESE, AFTER A CURSORY VIEW OF THEOLOGY, TO DISCUSS THE OPINIONS HANDED DOWN RESPECTING PROPHECY; SO THAT, HAVING DEMONSTRATED THAT THE SCRIPTURES WHICH WE BELIEVE ARE VALID FROM THEIR OMNIPOTENT AUTHORITY, WE SHALL BE ABLE TO GO OVER THEM CONSECUTIVELY, AND TO SHOW THENCE TO ALL THE HERESIES ONE GOD AND OMNIPOTENT LORD TO BE TRULY PREACHED BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND BESIDES BY THE BLESSED GOSPEL. MANY CONTRADICTIONS AGAINST THE HETERODOX AWAIT US WHILE WE ATTEMPT, IN WRITING, TO DO AWAY WITH THE FORCE OF THE ALLEGATIONS MADE BY THEM, AND TO PERSUADE THEM AGAINST THEIR WILL, PROVING BY THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES. ON COMPLETING, THEN, THE WHOLE OF WHAT WE PROPOSE IN THE COMMENTARIES, ON WHICH, IF THE SPIRIT WILL, WE MINISTERING TO THE URGENT NEED, (FOR IT IS EXCEEDINGLY NECESSARY, BEFORE COMING TO THE TRUTH, TO EMBRACE WHAT OUGHT TO BE SAID BY WAY OF PREFACE), SHALL ADDRESS OURSELVES TO THE TRUE GNOSTIC SCIENCE OF NATURE, RECEIVING INITIATION INTO THE MINOR MYSTERIES BEFORE THE GREATER; SO THAT NOTHING MAY BE IN THE WAY OF THE TRULY DIVINE DECLARATION OF SACRED THINGS, THE SUBJECTS REQUIRING PRELIMINARY DETAIL AND STATEMENT BEING CLEARED AWAY, AND SKETCHED BEFOREHAND. THE SCIENCE OF NATURE, THEN, OR RATHER OBSERVATION, AS CONTAINED IN THE GNOSTIC TRADITION ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE TRUTH, DEPENDS ON THE DISCUSSION CONCERNING COSMOGONY, ASCENDING THENCE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF THEOLOGY. WHENCE, THEN, WE SHALL BEGIN OUR ACCOUNT OF WHAT IS HANDED DOWN, WITH THE CREATION AS RELATED BY THE PROPHETS, INTRODUCING ALSO THE TENETS OF THE HETERODOX, AND ENDEAVORING AS FAR AS WE CAN TO CONFUTE THEM. BUT IT SHALL BE WRITTEN IF GOD WILL, AND AS HE INSPIRES; AND NOW WE MUST PROCEED TO WHAT WE PROPOSED, AND COMPLETE THE DISCOURSE ON ETHICS. 
CHAP. II. --THE MEANING OF THE NAME STROMATA OR MISCELLANIES. 
1 LET THESE NOTES OF OURS, AS WE HAVE OFTEN SAID FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE THAT CONSULT THEM CARELESSLY AND UNSKILLFULLY, BE OF VARIED CHARACTER--AND AS THE NAME ITSELF INDICATES, PATCHED TOGETHER--PASSING CONSTANTLY FROM ONE THING TO ANOTHER, AND IN THE SERIES OF DISCUSSIONS HINTING AT ONE THING AND DEMONSTRATING ANOTHER. "FOR THOSE WHO SEEK FOR GOLD," SAYS HERACLITUS, "DIG MUCH EARTH AND FIND LITTLE GOLD." BUT THOSE WHO ARE OF THE TRULY GOLDEN RACE, IN MINING FOR WHAT IS ALLIED TO THEM, WILL FIND THE MUCH IN LITTLE. FOR THE WORD WILL FIND ONE TO UNDERSTAND IT. THE MISCELLANIES OF NOTES CONTRIBUTE, THEN, TO THE RECOLLECTION AND EXPRESSION OF TRUTH IN THE CASE OF HIM WHO IS ABLE TO INVESTIGATE WITH REASON. AND YOU MUST PROSECUTE, IN ADDITION TO THESE, OTHER LABORS AND RESEARCHES; SINCE, IN THE CASE OF PEOPLE WHO ARE SETTING OUT ON A ROAD WITH WHICH THEY ARE UNACQUAINTED, IT IS SUFFICIENT MERELY TO POINT OUT THE DIRECTION. AFTER THIS THEY MUST WALK AND FIND OUT THE REST FOR THEMSELVES. AS, THEY SAY, WHEN A CERTAIN SLAVE ONCE ASKED AT THE ORACLE WHAT HE SHOULD DO TO PLEASE HIS MASTER, THE PYTHIAN PRIESTESS REPLIED, "YOU WILL FIND IF YOU SEEK." IT IS TRULY A DIFFICULT MATTER, THEN, AS TURNS OUT, TO FIND OUT LATENT GOOD; SINCE "BEFORE VIRTUE IS PLACED EXERTION, AND LONG AND STEEP IS THE WAY TO IT, AND ROUGH AT FIRST; BUT WHEN THE SUMMIT IS REACHED, THEN IS IT EASY, THOUGH DIFFICULT [BEFORE]." "FOR NARROW," IN TRUTH, "AND STRAIT IS THE WAY" OF THE LORD. AND IT IS TO THE "VIOLENT THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD BELONGS."' WHENCE, "SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND," HOLDING ON BY THE TRULY ROYAL ROAD, AND NOT DEVIATING. AS WE MIGHT EXPECT, THEN, THE GENERATIVE POWER OF THE SEEDS OF THE DOCTRINES COMPREHENDED IN THIS TREATISE IS GREAT IN SMALL SPACE, AS THE "UNIVERSAL HERBAGE OF THE FIELD,"(2) AS SCRIPTURE SAITH. THUS, THE MISCELLANIES OF NOTES HAVE THEIR PROPER TITLE, WONDERFULLY LIKE THAT ANCIENT OBLATION CULLED FROM ALL SORTS OF THINGS OF WHICH SOPHOCLES WRITES: "FOR THERE WAS A SHEEP'S FLEECE, AND THERE WAS A VINE, AND A LIBATION, AND GRAPES WELL STORED; AND THERE WAS MIXED WITH IT FRUIT OF ALL KINDS, AND THE FAT OF THE OLIVE, AND THE MOST CURIOUS WAX-FORMED WORK OF THE YELLOW BEE." JUST SO OUR STROMATA, ACCORDING TO THE HUSBANDMAN OF THE COMIC POET TIMOCLES, PRODUCE "FIGS, OLIVES, DRIED FIGS, HONEY, AS FROM AN ALL-FRUITFUL FIELD;" ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH EXUBERANCE HE ADDS: "THOU SPEAKEST OF A HARVEST-WREATH NOT OF HUSBANDRY." FOR THE ATHENIANS WERE WONT TO CRY: "THE HARVEST-WREATH BEARS FIGS AND FAT LOAVES, AND HONEY IN A CUP, AND OLIVE OIL TO ANOINT YOU." WE MUST THEN OFTEN, AS IN WINNOWING SIEVES, SHAKE AND TOSS UP THIS THE GREAT MIXTURE OF SEEDS, IN ORDER TO SEPARATE THE WHEAT. 
CHAP. III. --THE TRUE EXCELLENCE OF MAN. 
THE MOST OF MEN HAVE A DISPOSITION UNSTABLE AND HEEDLESS, LIKE THE NATURE OF STORMS. "WANT OF FAITH HAS DONE MANY GOOD THINGS, AND FAITH EVIL THINGS." AND EPICHARMUS SAYS, "DON'T FORGET TO EXERCISE INCREDULITY; FOR IT IS THE SINEWS OF THE SOUL." NOW, TO DISBELIEVE TRUTH BRINGS DEATH, AS TO BELIEVE, LIFE; AND AGAIN, TO BELIEVE THE LIE AND TO DISBELIEVE THE TRUTH HURRIES TO DESTRUCTION. THE SAME IS THE CASE WITH SELF-RESTRAINT AND LICENTIOUSNESS. TO RESTRAIN ONE'S SELF FROM DOING GOOD IS THE WORK OF VICE; BUT TO KEEP FROM WRONG IS THE BEGINNING OF SALVATION. SO, THE SABBATH, BY ABSTINENCE FROM EVILS, SEEMS TO INDICATE SELF-RESTRAINT. AND WHAT, I ASK, IS IT IN WHICH MAN DIFFERS FROM BEASTS, AND THE ANGELS OF GOD, ON THE OTHER HAND, ARE WISER THAN HE? "THOU MADEST HIM A LITTLE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS."(3) FOR SOME DO NOT INTERPRET THIS SCRIPTURE OF THE LORD, ALTHOUGH HE ALSO BORE FLESH, BUT OF THE PERFECT MAN AND THE GNOSTIC, INFERIOR IN COMPARISON WITH THE ANGELS IN TIME, AND BY REASON OF THE VESTURE [OF THE BODY]. I CALL THEN WISDOM NOTHING BUT SCIENCE, SINCE LIFE DIFFERS NOT FROM LIFE. FOR TO LIVE IS COMMON TO THE MORTAL NATURE, THAT IS TO MAN, WITH THAT TO WHICH HAS BEEN VOUCHSAFED IMMORTALITY; AS ALSO THE FACULTY OF CONTEMPLATION AND OF SELF-RESTRAINT, ONE OF THE TWO BEING MORE EXCELLENT. ON THIS GROUND PYTHAGORAS SEEMS TO ME TO HAVE SAID THAT GOD ALONE IS WISE, SINCE ALSO THE APOSTLE WRITES IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, "FOR THE OBEDIENCE OF THE FAITH AMONG ALL NATIONS, BEING MADE KNOWN TO THE ONLY WISE GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST;"(4) AND THAT HE HIMSELF WAS A PHILOSOPHER, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD. ACCORDINGLY, IT IS SAID, "GOD TALKED WITH MOSES AS A FRIEND WITH A FRIEND." S THAT, THEN, WHICH IS TRUE BEING CLEAR TO GOD, FORTHWITH GENERATES TRUTH. AND THE GNOSTIC LOVES THE TRUTH. "GO," IT IS SAID, "TO THE ANT, THOU SLUGGARD, AND BE THE DISCIPLE OF THE BEE;" THUS SPEAKS SOLOMON.(6) FOR IF THERE IS ONE FUNCTION BELONGING TO THE PECULIAR NATURE OF EACH CREATURE, ALIKE OF THE OX, AND HORSE, AND DOG, WHAT SHALL WE SAY IS THE PECULIAR FUNCTION OF MAN ? HE IS LIKE, IT APPEARS TO ME, THE CENTAUR, A THESSALIAN FIGMENT, COMPOUNDED OF A RATIONAL AND IRRATIONAL PART, OF SOUL AND BODY. WELL, THE BODY TILLS THE GROUND, AND HASTES TO IT; BUT THE SOUL IS RAISED TO GOD: TRAINED IN THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY, IT SPEEDS TO ITS KINDRED ABOVE, TURNING AWAY FROM THE LUSTS OF THE BODY, AND BESIDES THESE, FROM TOIL AND FEAR, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE SHOWN THAT PATIENCE AND FEAR BELONG TO THE GOOD MAN. FOR IF "BY THE LAW IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF SIN,"(7) AS THOSE ALLEGE WHO DISPARAGE THE LAW, AND "TILL THE LAW SIN WAS IN THE WORLD;"(8) YET "WITHOUT THE LAW SIN WAS DEAD,"(9) WE OPPOSE THEM. FOR WHEN YOU TAKE AWAY THE CAUSE OF FEAR, SIN, YOU HAVE TAKEN AWAY FEAR; AND MUCH MORE, PUNISHMENT, WHEN YOU HAVE TAKEN AWAY THAT WHICH GIVES RISE TO LUST. "FOR THE LAW IS NOT MADE FOR THE JUST MAN,"[1] SAYS THE SCRIPTURE. WELL, THEN, SAYS HERACLITUS, "THEY WOULD NOT HAVE KNOWN THE NAME OF JUSTICE IF THESE THINGS HAD NOT BEEN." AND SOCRATES SAYS, "THAT THE LAW WAS NOT MADE FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOOD." BUT THE CAVILERS DID NOT KNOW EVEN THIS, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "THAT HE WHO LOVETH HIS BROTHER WORKETH NOT EVIL;" FOR THIS, "THOU SHALT NOT KILL, THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, THOU SHALT NOT STEAL; AND IF THERE BE ANY OTHER COMMANDMENT, IT IS COMPREHENDED IN THE WORD, THOU SHALL LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF."[2] SO ALSO IS IT SAID, "THOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART, AND THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF."[3] AND "IF HE THAT LOVETH HIS NEIGHBOR WORKETH NO EVIL," AND IF "EVERY COMMANDMENT IS COMPREHENDED IN THIS, THE LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR," THE COMMANDMENTS, BY MENACING WITH FEAR, WORK LOVE, NOT HATRED. WHEREFORE THE LAW IS PRODUCTIVE OF THE EMOTION OF FEAR. "SO THAT THE LAW IS HOLY," AND IN TRUTH "SPIRITUAL,"[4] ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE. WE MUST, THEN, AS IS FIT, IN INVESTIGATING THE NATURE OF THE BODY AND THE ESSENCE OF THE SOUL, APPREHEND THE END OF EACH, AND NOT REGARD DEATH AS AN EVIL. "FOR WHEN YE WERE THE SERVANTS OF SIN," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "YE WERE FREE FROM RIGHTEOUSNESS. WHAT FRUIT HAD YE THEN IN THOSE THINGS IN WHICH YE ARE NOW ASHAMED? FOR THE END OF THOSE THINGS IS DEATH. BUT NOW, BEING MADE FREE FROM SIN, AND BECOME SERVANTS TO GOD, YE HAVE YOUR FRUIT UNTO HOLINESS, AND THE END EVERLASTING LIFE. FOR THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH: BUT THE GIFT OF GOD IS ETERNAL LIFE, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD."[5] THE ASSERTION, THEN, MAY BE HAZARDED, THAT IT HAS BEEN SHOWN THAT DEATH IS THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE SOUL IN A STATE OF SIN WITH THE BODY; AND LIFE THE SEPARATION FROM SIN. AND MANY ARE THE STAKES AND DITCHES OF LUST WHICH IMPEDE US, AND THE PITS OF WRATH AND ANGER WHICH MUST BE OVERLEAPED, AND ALL THE MACHINATIONS WE MUST AVOID OF THOSE WHO PLOT AGAINST US, WHO WOULD NO LONGER SEE THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD "THROUGH A GLASS." "THE HALF OF VIRTUE THE FAR-SEEING ZEUS TAKES FROM MAN, WHEN HE REDUCES HIM TO A STATE OF SLAVERY." AS SLAVES THE SCRIPTURE VIEWS THOSE "UNDER SIN" AND "SOLD TO SIN," THE LOVERS OF PLEASURE AND OF THE BODY; AND BEASTS RATHER THAN MEN, "THOSE WHO HAVE BECOME LIKE TO CATTLE, HORSES, NEIGHING AFTER THEIR NEIGHBORS’ WIVES."[6] THE LICENTIOUS IS "THE LUSTFUL ASS," THE COVETOUS IS THE "SAVAGE WOLF," AND THE DECEIVER IS "A SERPENT." THE SEVERANCE, THEREFORE, OF THE SOUL FROM THE BODY, MADE A LIFE- LONG STUDY, PRODUCES IN THE PHILOSOPHER GNOSTIC ALACRITY, SO THAT HE IS EASILY ABLE TO BEAR NATURAL DEATH, WHICH IS THE DISSOLUTION OF THE CHAINS WHICH BIND THE SOUL TO THE BODY. "FOR THE WORLD IS CRUCIFIED TO ME, AND I TO THE WORLD," THE [APOSTLE] SAYS; "AND NOW I LIVE, THOUGH IN THE FLESH, AS HAVING MY CONVERSATION IN HEAVEN."[7] 
CHAP. IV. --THE PRAISES OF MARTYRDOM. 
WHENCE, AS IS REASONABLE, THE GNOSTIC, WHEN GALLED, OBEYS EASILY, AND GIVES UP HIS BODY TO HIM WHO ASKS; AND, PREVIOUSLY DIVESTING HIMSELF OF THE AFFECTIONS OF THIS CARCASS, NOT INSULTING THE TEMPTER, BUT RATHER, IN MY OPINION, TRAINING HIM AND CONVINCING HIM, "FROM WHAT HONOR AND WHAT EXTENT OF WEALTH FALLEN," AS SAYS EMPEDOCLES, HERE FOR THE FUTURE HE WALKS WITH MORTALS. HE, IN TRUTH, BEARS WITNESS TO HIMSELF THAT HE IS FAITHFUL AND LOYAL TOWARDS GOD; AND TO THE TEMPTER, THAT HE IN VAIN ENVIED HIM WHO IS FAITHFUL THROUGH LOVE; AND TO THE LORD, OF THE INSPIRED PERSUASION IN REFERENCE TO HIS DOCTRINE, FROM WHICH HE WILL NOT DEPART THROUGH FEAR OF DEATH; FURTHER, HE CONFIRMS ALSO THE TRUTH OF PREACHING BY HIS DEED, SHOWING THAT GOD TO WHOM HE HASTES IS POWERFUL. YOU WILL WONDER AT HIS LOVE, WHICH HE CONSPICUOUSLY SHOWS WITH THANKFULNESS, IN BEING UNITED TO WHAT IS ALLIED TO HIM, AND BESIDES BY HIS PRECIOUS BLOOD, SHAMING THE UNBELIEVERS. HE THEN AVOIDS DENYING CHRIST THROUGH FEAR BY REASON OF THE COMMAND; NOR DOES HE SELL HIS FAITH IN THE HOPE OF THE GIFTS PREPARED, BUT IN LOVE TO THE LORD HE WILL MOST GLADLY DEPART FROM THIS LIFE; PERHAPS GIVING THANKS BOTH TO HIM WHO AFFORDED THE CAUSE OF HIS DEPARTURE HENCE, AND TO HIM WHO LAID THE PLOT AGAINST HIM, FOR RECEIVING AN HONORABLE REASON WHICH HE HIMSELF FURNISHED NOT, FOR SHOWING WHAT HE IS, TO HIM BY HIS PATIENCE, AND TO THE LORD IN LOVE, BY WHICH EVEN BEFORE HIS BIRTH HE WAS MANIFESTED TO THE LORD, WHO KNEW THE MARTYR'S CHOICE. WITH GOOD COURAGE, THEN, HE GOES TO THE LORD, HIS FRIEND, FOR WHOM HE VOLUNTARILY GAVE HIS BODY, AND, AS HIS JUDGES HOPED, HIS SOUL, HEARING FROM OUR SAVIOR THE WORDS OF POETRY, "DEAR BROTHER," BY REASON OF THE SIMILARITY OF HIS LIFE. WE CALL MARTYRDOM PERFECTION, NOT BECAUSE THE MAN COMES TO THE END OF HIS LIFE AS OTHERS, BUT BECAUSE HE HAS EXHIBITED THE PERFECT WORK OF LOVE. AND THE ANCIENTS LAUD THE DEATH OF THOSE AMONG THE GREEKS WHO DIED IN WAR, NOT THAT THEY ADVISED PEOPLE TO DIE A VIOLENT DEATH, BUT BECAUSE HE WHO ENDS HIS LIFE IN WAR IS RELEASED WITHOUT THE DREAD OF DYING, SEVERED FROM THE BODY WITHOUT EXPERIENCING PREVIOUS SUFFERING OR BEING ENFEEBLED IN HIS SOUL, AS THE PEOPLE THAT SUFFER IN DISEASES. FOR THEY DEPART IN A STATE OF EFFEMINACY AND DESIRING TO LIVE; AND THEREFORE, THEY DO NOT YIELD UP THE SOUL PURE, BUT BEARING WITH IT THEIR LUSTS LIKE WEIGHTS OF LEAD; ALL BUT THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CONSPICUOUS IN VIRTUE. SOME DIE IN BATTLE WITH THEIR LUSTS, THESE BEING IN NO RESPECT DIFFERENT FROM WHAT THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN IF THEY HAD WASTED AWAY BY DISEASE. IF THE CONFESSION TO GOD IS MARTYRDOM, EACH SOUL WHICH HAS LIVED PURELY IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, WHICH HAS OBEYED THE COMMANDMENTS, IS A WITNESS BOTH BY LIFE AND WORD, IN WHATEVER WAY IT MAY BE RELEASED FROM THE BODY, SHEDDING FAITH AS BLOOD ALONG ITS WHOLE LIFE TILL ITS DEPARTURE. FOR INSTANCE, THE LORD SAYS IN THE GOSPEL, "WHOSOEVER SHALL LEAVE FATHER, OR MOTHER, OR BRETHREN," AND SO FORTH, "FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL AND MY NAME,"[1] HE IS BLESSED; NOT INDICATING SIMPLE MARTYRDOM, BUT THE GNOSTIC MARTYRDOM, AS OF THE MAN WHO HAS CONDUCTED HIMSELF ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE GOSPEL, IN LOVE TO THE LORD (FOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE NAME AND THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE GOSPEL POINT OUT THE GNOSIS, BUT NOT THE BARE APPELLATION), SO AS TO LEAVE HIS WORLDLY KINDRED, AND WEALTH, AND EVERY POSSESSION, IN ORDER TO LEAD A LIFE FREE FROM PASSION. "MOTHER" FIGURATIVELY MEANS COUNTRY AND SUSTENANCE; "FATHERS" ARE THE LAWS OF CIVIL POLITY: WHICH MUST BE CONTEMNED THANKFULLY BY THE HIGH-SOULED JUST MAN; FOR THE SAKE OF BEING THE FRIEND OF GOD, AND OF OBTAINING THE RIGHT HAND IN THE HOLY PLACE, AS THE APOSTLES HAVE DONE. THEN HERACLITUS SAYS, "GODS AND MEN HONOR THOSE SLAIN IN BATTLE;" AND PLATO IN THE FIFTH BOOK OF THE REPUBLIC WRITES, "OF THOSE WHO DIE IN MILITARY SERVICE, WHOEVER DIES AFTER WINNING RENOWN, SHALL WE NOT SAY THAT HE IS CHIEF OF THE GOLDEN RACE? MOST ASSUREDLY." BUT THE GOLDEN RACE IS WITH THE GODS, WHO ARE IN HEAVEN, IN THE FIXED SPHERE, WHO CHIEFLY HOLD COMMAND IN THE PROVIDENCE EXERCISED TOWARDS MEN. NOW SOME OF THE HERETICS WHO HAVE MISUNDERSTOOD THE LORD HAVE AT ONCE AN IMPIOUS AND COWARDLY LOVE OF LIFE; SAYING THAT THE TRUE MARTYRDOM IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ONLY TRUE GOD (WHICH WE ALSO ADMIT), AND THAT THE MAN IS A SELF-MURDERER AND A SUICIDE WHO MAKES CONFESSION BY DEATH; AND ADDUCING OTHER SIMILAR SOPHISMS OF COWARDICE. TO THESE WE SHALL REPLY AT THE PROPER TIME; FOR THEY DIFFER WITH US IN REGARD TO FIRST PRINCIPLES. NOW WE, TOO, SAY THAT THOSE WHO HAVE RUSHED ON DEATH (FOR THERE ARE SOME, NOT BELONGING TO US, BUT SHARING THE NAME MERELY, WHO ARE IN HASTE TO GIVE THEMSELVES UP, THE POOR WRETCHES DYING THROUGH HATRED TO THE CREATOR[2])-- THESE, WE SAY, BANISH THEMSELVES WITHOUT BEING MARTYRS, EVEN THOUGH THEY ARE PUNISHED PUBLICLY. FOR THEY DO NOT PRESERVE THE CHARACTERISTIC MARK OF BELIEVING MARTYRDOM, INASMUCH AS THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN THE ONLY TRUE GOD, BUT GIVE THEMSELVES UP TO A VAIN DEATH, AS THE GYMNOSOPHISTS OF THE INDIANS TO USELESS FIRE. BUT SINCE THESE FALSELY NAMED[3] CALUMNIATE THE BODY, LET THEM LEARN THAT THE HARMONIOUS MECHANISM OF THE BODY CONTRIBUTES TO THE UNDERSTANDING WHICH LEADS TO GOODNESS OF NATURE. WHEREFORE IN THE THIRD BOOK OF THE REPUBLIC, PLATO, WHOM THEY APPEAL TO LOUDLY AS AN AUTHORITY THAT DISPARAGES GENERATION, SAYS, "THAT FOR THE SAKE OF HARMONY OF SOUL, CARE MUST BE TAKEN FOR THE BODY," BY WHICH, HE WHO ANNOUNCES THE PROCLAMATION OF THE TRUTH, FINDS IT POSSIBLE TO LIVE, AND TO LIVE WELL. FOR IT IS BY THE PATH OF LIFE AND HEALTH THAT WE LEARN GNOSIS. BUT IS HE WHO CANNOT ADVANCE TO THE HEIGHT WITHOUT BEING OCCUPIED WITH NECESSARY THINGS, AND THROUGH THEM DOING WHAT TENDS TO KNOWLEDGE, NOT TO CHOOSE TO LIVE WELL? IN LIVING, THEN, LIVING WELL IS SECURED. AND HE WHO IN THE BODY HAS DEVOTED HIMSELF TO A GOOD LIFE, IS BEING SENT ON TO THE STATE OF IMMORTALITY. 
CHAP. V. --ON CONTEMPT FOR PAIN, POVERTY, AND OTHER EXTERNAL THINGS. 
FIT OBJECTS FOR ADMIRATION ARE THE STOICS, WHO SAY THAT THE SOUL IS NOT AFFECTED BY THE BODY, EITHER TO VICE BY DISEASE, OR TO VIRTUE BY HEALTH; BUT BOTH THESE THINGS, THEY SAY, ARE INDIFFERENT. AND INDEED JOB, THROUGH EXCEEDING CONTINENCE, AND EXCELLENCE OF FAITH, WHEN FROM RICH HE BECAME POOR, FROM BEING HELD IN HONOR DISHONORED, FROM BEING COMELY UNSIGHTLY, AND SICK FROM BEING HEALTHY, IS DEPICTED AS A GOOD EXAMPLE, PUTTING THE TEMPTER TO SHAME, BLESSING HIS CREATOR; BEARING WHAT CAME SECOND, AS THE FIRST, AND MOST CLEARLY TEACHING THAT IT IS POSSIBLE FOR THE GNOSTIC TO MAKE AN EXCELLENT USE OF ALL CIRCUMSTANCES, AND THAT ANCIENT ACHIEVEMENTS ARE PROPOSED AS IMAGES FOR OUR CORRECTION, THE APOSTLE SHOWS, WHEN HE SAYS, "SO THAT MY BONDS IN CHRIST ARE BECOME MANIFEST IN ALL THE PALACE, AND TO ALL THE REST; AND SEVERAL OF THE BRETHREN IN THE LORD, WAXING CONFIDENT BY MY BONDS, ARE MUCH MORE BOLD TO SPEAK THE WORD OF GOD WITHOUT FEAR,"[4]--SINCE MARTYRS' TESTIMONIES ARE EXAMPLES 'OF CONVERSION GLORIOUSLY SANCTIFIED. "FOR WHAT THINGS THE SCRIPTURE SPEAKS WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR INSTRUCTION, THAT WE, THROUGH PATIENCE AND THE CONSOLATION OF THE SCRIPTURES, MIGHT HAVE THE HOPE OF CONSOLATION."[5] WHEN PAIN IS PRESENT, THE SOUL APPEARS TO DECLINE FROM IT, AND TO DEEM RELEASE FROM PRESENT PAIN A PRECIOUS THING. AT THAT MOMENT IT SLACKENS FROM STUDIES, WHEN THE OTHER VIRTUES ALSO ARE NEGLECTED. AND YET WE DO NOT SAY THAT IT IS VIRTUE ITSELF WHICH SUFFERS, FOR VIRTUE IS NOT AFFECTED BY DISEASE. BUT HE WHO IS PARTAKER OF BOTH, OF VIRTUE AND THE DISEASE, IS AFFLICTED BY THE PRESSURE OF THE LATTER; AND IF HE WHO HAS NOT YET ATTAINED THE HABIT OF SELF-COMMAND BE NOT A HIGH-SOULED MAN, HE IS DISTRAUGHT; AND THE INABILITY TO ENDURE IT IS FOUND EQUIVALENT TO FLEEING FROM IT. THE SAME HOLDS GOOD ALSO IN THE CASE OF POVERTY. FOR IT COMPELS THE SOUL TO DESIST FROM NECESSARY THINGS, I MEAN CONTEMPLATION AND FROM PURE SINLESSNESS, FORCING HIM, WHO HAS NOT WHOLLY DEDICATED HIMSELF TO GOD IN LOVE, TO OCCUPY HIMSELF ABOUT PROVISIONS; AS, AGAIN, HEALTH AND ABUNDANCE OF NECESSARIES KEEP THE SOUL FREE AND UNIMPEDED, AND CAPABLE OF MAKING A GOOD USE OF WHAT IS AT HAND. "FOR," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "SUCH SHALL HAVE TROUBLE IN THE FLESH. BUT I SPARE YOU. FOR I WOULD HAVE YOU WITHOUT ANXIETY, IN ORDER TO DECORUM [DECENCY] AND ASSIDUITY [DETERMINATION] FOR THE LORD, WITHOUT DISTRACTION."[1] THESE THINGS, THEN, ARE TO BE ABSTAINED FROM, NOT FOR THEIR OWN SAKES, BUT FOR THE SAKE OF THE BODY; AND CARE FOR THE BODY IS EXERCISED FOR THE SAKE OF THE SOUL, TO WHICH IT HAS REFERENCE. FOR ON THIS ACCOUNT IT IS NECESSARY FOR THE MAN WHO LIVES AS A GNOSTIC TO KNOW WHAT IS SUITABLE. SINCE THE FACT THAT PLEASURE IS NOT A GOOD THING IS ADMITTED FROM THE FACT THAT CERTAIN PLEASURES ARE EVIL, BY THIS REASON GOOD APPEARS EVIL, AND EVIL GOOD. AND THEN, IF WE CHOOSE SOME PLEASURES AND SHUN OTHERS, IT IS NOT EVERY PLEASURE THAT IS A GOOD THING. SIMILARLY, ALSO, THE SAME RULE HOLDS WITH PAINS, SOME OF WHICH WE ENDURE, AND OTHERS WE SHUN. BUT CHOICE AND AVOIDANCE ARE EXERCISED ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE; SO THAT IT IS NOT PLEASURE THAT IS THE GOOD THING, BUT KNOWLEDGE BY WHICH WE SHALL CHOOSE A PLEASURE AT A CERTAIN TIME, AND OF A CERTAIN KIND. NOW THE MARTYR CHOOSES THE PLEASURE THAT EXISTS IN PROSPECT THROUGH THE PRESENT PAIN. IF PAIN IS CONCEIVED AS EXISTING IN THIRST, AND PLEASURE IN DRINKING, THE PAIN THAT HAS PRECEDED BECOMES THE EFFICIENT CAUSE OF PLEASURE. BUT EVIL CANNOT BE THE EFFICIENT CAUSE OF GOOD. NEITHER, THEN, IS THE ONE THING NOR THE OTHER EVIL. SIMONIDES ACCORDINGLY (AS ALSO ARISTOTLE) WRITES, "THAT TO BE IN GOOD HEALTH IS THE BEST THING, AND THE SECOND-BEST THING IS TO BE HANDSOME, AND THE THIRD BEST THING IS TO BE RICH WITHOUT CHEATING." AND THEOGNIS OF MEGARA SAYS: "YOU MUST, TO ESCAPE POVERTY, THROW YOURSELF, O CYRNUS DOWN FROM THE STEEP ROCKS INTO THE DEEP SEA." ON THE OTHER HAND, ANTIPHANES, THE COMIC POET, SAYS, "PLUTUS (WEALTH), WHEN IT HAS TAKEN HOLD OF THOSE WHO SEE BETTER THAN OTHERS, MAKES THEM BLIND." NOW BY THE POETS HE IS PROCLAIMED AS BLIND FROM HIS BIRTH: "AND BROUGHT HIM FORTH BLIND WHO SAW NOT THE SUN." SAYS THE CHALCIDIAN EUPHORION: "RICHES, THEN, AND EXTRAVAGANT LUXURIES, WERE FOR MEN THE WORST TRAINING FOR MANLINESS." WROTE EURIPIDES IN ALEXANDER: "AND IT IS SAID, PENURY HAS ATTAINED WISDOM THROUGH MISFORTUNE; BUT MUCH WEALTH WILL CAPTURE NOT SPARTA ALONE, BUT EVERY CITY." "IT IS NOT THEN THE ONLY COIN THAT MORTALS HAVE, THAT WHICH IS WHITE SILVER OR GOLDEN, BUT VIRTUE TOO," AS SOPHOCLES SAYS. 
CHAP. VI. --SOME POINTS IN THE BEATITUDES. 
OUR HOLY SAVIOR APPLIED POVERTY AND RICHES, AND THE LIKE, BOTH TO SPIRITUAL THINGS AND OBJECTS OF SENSE. FOR WHEN HE SAID, "BLESSED ARE THEY THAT ARE PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE,"[2] HE CLEARLY TAUGHT US IN EVERY CIRCUMSTANCE TO SEEK FOR THE MARTYR WHO, IF POOR FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, WITNESSES THAT THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH HE LOVES IS A GOOD THING; AND IF HE "HUNGER AND THIRST FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE," TESTIFIES THAT RIGHTEOUSNESS IS THE BEST THING. LIKEWISE, HE, THAT WEEPS AND MOURNS FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, TESTIFIES TO THE BEST LAW THAT IT IS BEAUTIFUL. AS, THEN, "THOSE THAT ARE PERSECUTED," SO ALSO "THOSE THAT HUNGER AND THIRST" FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, ARE CALLED "BLESSED" BY HIM WHO APPROVES OF THE TRUE DESIRE, WHICH NOT EVEN FAMINE CAN PUT A STOP TO. AND IF "THEY HUNGER AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS ITSELF," THEY ARE BLESSED. "AND BLESSED ARE THE POOR," WHETHER "IN SPIRIT" OR IN CIRCUMSTANCES--THAT IS, IF FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE. IT IS NOT THE POOR SIMPLY, BUT THOSE THAT HAVE WISHED TO BECOME POOR FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, THAT HE PRONOUNCES BLESSED--THOSE WHO HAVE DESPISED THE HONORS OF THIS WORLD IN ORDER TO ATTAIN "THE GOOD;" LIKEWISE ALSO THOSE WHO, THROUGH CHASTITY, HAVE BECOME COMELY IN PERSON AND CHARACTER, AND THOSE WHO ARE OF NOBLE BIRTH, AND HONORABLE, HAVING THROUGH RIGHTEOUSNESS ATTAINED TO ADOPTION, AND THEREFORE "HAVE RECEIVED POWER TO BECOME THE SONS OF GOD,"[3] AND "TO TREAD ON SERPENTS AND SCORPIONS," AND TO RULE OVER DEMONS AND "THE HOST OF THE ADVERSARY."[4] AND, IN FINE, THE LORD'S DISCIPLINES DRAWS THE SOUL AWAY GLADLY FROM THE BODY, EVEN IF IT WRENCH ITSELF AWAY IN ITS REMOVAL. "FOR HE THAT LOVETH HIS LIFE SHALL LOSE IT, AND HE THAT LOSETH HIS LIFE SHALL FIND IT,"[4] IF WE ONLY JOIN THAT WHICH IS MORTAL OF US WITH THE IMMORTALITY OF GOD. IT IS THE WILL OF GOD, [THAT WE SHOULD ATTAIN] THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, WHICH IS THE COMMUNICATION OF IMMORTALITY. HE THEREFORE, WHO, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WORD OF REPENTANCE, KNOWS HIS LIFE TO BE SINFUL WILL LOSE IT--LOSING IT FROM SIN, FROM WHICH IT IS WRENCHED; BUT LOSING IT, WILL FIND IT, ACCORDING TO THE OBEDIENCE WHICH LIVES AGAIN TO FAITH, BUT DIES TO SIN. THIS, THEN, IS WHAT IT IS "TO FIND ONE'S LIFE," "TO KNOW ONE'S SELF." THE CONVERSION, HOWEVER, WHICH LEADS TO DIVINE THINGS, THE STOICS SAY, IS AFFECTED BY A CHANGE, THE SOUL BEING CHANGED TO WISDOM. AND PLATO: "ON THE SOUL TAKING A TURN TO WHAT IS BETTER, AND A CHANGE FROM A KIND OF NOCTURNAL DAY." NOW THE PHILOSOPHERS ALSO ALLOW THE GOOD MAN AN EXIT FROM LIFE IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON, IN THE CASE OF ONE DEPRIVING HIM OF ACTIVE EXERTION, SO THAT THE HOPE OF ACTION IS NO LONGER LEFT HIM. AND THE JUDGE WHO COMPELS US TO DENY HIM WHOM WE LOVE, I REGARD AS SHOWING WHO IS AND WHO IS NOT THE FRIEND OF GOD. IN THAT CASE THERE IS NOT LEFT GROUND FOR EVEN EXAMINING WHAT ONE PREFERS--THE MENACES OF MAN OR THE LOVE OF GOD. AND ABSTINENCE FROM VICIOUS ACTS IS FOUND, SOMEHOW, [TO RESULT IN] THE DIMINUTION AND EXTINCTION OF VICIOUS PROPENSITIES, THEIR ENERGY BEING DESTROYED BY INACTION. AND THIS IS THE IMPORT OF "SELL WHAT THOU HAST, AND GIVE TO THE POOR, AND COME, FOLLOW ME"[1] THAT IS, FOLLOW WHAT IS SAID BY THE LORD. SOME SAY THAT BY WHAT "THOU HAST" HE DESIGNATED THE THINGS IN THE SOUL, OF A NATURE NOT AKIN TO IT, THOUGH HOW THESE ARE BESTOWED ON THE POOR THEY ARE NOT ABLE TO SAY. FOR GOD DISPENSES TO ALL ACCORDING TO DESERT, HIS DISTRIBUTION BEING RIGHTEOUS. DESPISING, THEREFORE, THE POSSESSIONS WHICH GOD APPORTIONS TO THEE IN THY MAGNIFICENCE, COMPLY WITH WHAT IS SPOKEN BY ME; HASTE TO THE ASCENT OF THE SPIRIT, BEING NOT ONLY JUSTIFIED BY ABSTINENCE FROM WHAT IS EVIL, BUT IN ADDITION ALSO PERFECTED, BY CHRISTLIKE BENEFICENCE.[2] IN THIS INSTANCE HE CONVICTED THE MAN, WHO BOASTED THAT HE HAD FULFILLED THE INJUNCTIONS OF THE LAW, OF NOT LOVING HIS NEIGHBOR; AND IT IS BY BENEFICENCE THAT THE LOVE WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE GNOSTIC ASCENDING SCALE, IS LORD OF THE SABBATH, PROCLAIMS ITSELF.[3] WE MUST THEN, ACCORDING TO MY VIEW, HAVE RECOURSE TO THE WORD OF SALVATION NEITHER FROM FEAR OF PUNISHMENT NOR PROMISE OF A GIFT, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF THE GOOD ITSELF. SUCH, AS DO SO, STAND ON THE RIGHT HAND OF THE SANCTUARY; BUT THOSE WHO THINK THAT BY THE GIFT OF WHAT IS PERISHABLE THEY SHALL RECEIVE IN EXCHANGE WHAT BELONGS TO IMMORTALITY ARE IN THE PARABLE OF THE TWO BROTHERS CALLED "HIRELINGS." AND IS THERE NOT SOME LIGHT THROWN HERE ON THE EXPRESSION "IN THE LIKENESS AND IMAGE," IN THE FACT THAT SOME LIVE ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF CHRIST, WHILE THOSE WHO STAND ON THE LEFT HAND LIVE ACCORDING TO THEIR IMAGE? THERE ARE THEN TWO THINGS PROCEEDING FROM THE TRUTH, ONE ROOT LYING BENEATH BOTH, THE CHOICE BEING, HOWEVER, NOT EQUAL, OR RATHER THE DIFFERENCE THAT IS IN THE CHOICE NOT BEING EQUAL. TO CHOOSE BY WAY OF IMITATION DIFFERS, AS APPEARS TO ME, FROM THE CHOICE OF HIM WHO CHOOSES ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE, AS THAT WHICH IS SET ON FIRE DIFFERS FROM THAT WHICH IS ILLUMINATED. ISRAEL, THEN, IS THE LIGHT OF THE LIKENESS WHICH IS ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURE. BUT THE IMAGE IS ANOTHER THING. WHAT MEANS THE PARABLE OF LAZARUS, BY SHOWING THE IMAGE OF THE RICH AND POOR? AND WHAT THE SAYING, "NO MAN CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS, GOD AND MAMMON [MONEY]?"--THE LORD SO TERMING THE LOVE OF MONEY. FOR INSTANCE, THE COVETOUS, WHO WERE INVITED, RESPONDED NOT TO THE INVITATION TO THE SUPPER, NOT BECAUSE OF THEIR POSSESSING PROPERTY, BUT OF THEIR INORDINATE AFFECTION TO WHAT THEY POSSESSED. "THE FOXES," THEN, HAVE HOLES. HE CALLED THOSE EVIL AND EARTHLY MEN WHO ARE OCCUPIED ABOUT THE WEALTH WHICH IS MINED AND DUG FROM THE GROUND, FOXES. THUS ALSO, IN REFERENCE TO HEROD: "GO, TELL THAT FOX, BEHOLD, I CAST OUT DEVILS, AND PERFORM CURES TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW, AND THE THIRD DAY I SHALL BE PERFECTED."[4] FOR HE APPLIED THE NAME "FOWLS OF THE AIR" TO THOSE WHO WERE DISTINCT FROM THE OTHER BIRDS--THOSE REALLY PURE, THOSE THAT HAVE THE POWER OF FLYING TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE HEAVENLY WORD. FOR NOT RICHES ONLY, BUT ALSO HONOR, AND MARRIAGE, AND POVERTY, HAVE TEN THOUSAND CARES FOR HIM WHO IS UNFIT FOR THEM. [5] AND THOSE CARES HE INDICATED IN THE PARABLE OF THE FOURFOLD SEED, WHEN HE SAID THAT "THE SEED OF THE WORD WHICH FELL UNTO THE THORNS" AND HEDGES WAS CHOKED BY THEM, AND COULD NOT BRING FORTH FRUIT. IT IS THEREFORE NECESSARY TO LEARN HOW TO MAKE USE OF EVERY OCCURRENCE, SO AS BY A GOOD LIFE, ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE, TO BE TRAINED FOR THE STATE OF ETERNAL LIFE. FOR IT SAID, "I SAW THE WICKED EXALTED AND TOWERING AS THE CEDARS OF LEBANON; AND I PASSED," SAYS THE SCRIPTURE, "AND, LO, HE WAS NOT; AND I SOUGHT HIM, AND HIS PLACE WAS NOT FOUND. KEEP INNOCENCE, AND LOOK ON UPRIGHTNESS: FOR THERE IS A REMNANT TO THE MAN OF PEACE."[6] SUCH WILL HE BE WHO BELIEVES UNFEIGNEDLY WITH HIS WHOLE HEART, AND IS TRANQUIL IN HIS WHOLE SOUL. "FOR THE DIFFERENT PEOPLE HONOR ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR FROM THE LORD."[7] "THEY BLESS WITH THEIR MOUTH, BUT THEY CURSE IN THEIR HEART."[1] "THEY LOVED HIM WITH THEIR MOUTH, AND LIED TO HIM WITH THEIR TONGUE; BUT THEIR HEART WAS NOT RIGHT WITH HIM, AND THEY WERE NOT FAITHFUL TO HIS COVENANT." WHEREFORE "LET THE FALSE LIPS BECOME SPEECHLESS, AND LET THE LORD DESTROY THE BOASTFUL TONGUE: THOSE WHO SAY, WE SHALL MAGNIFY OUR TONGUE, AND OUR LIPS ARE OUR OWN; WHO IS LORD OVER US? FOR THE AFFLICTION OF THE POOR AND THE GROANING OF THE NEEDY NOW WILL I ARISE, SAITH THE LORD; I WILL SET HIM IN SAFETY; I WILL SPEAK OUT IN HIS CASE."[2] FOR IT IS TO THE HUMBLE THAT CHRIST BELONGS, WHO DO NOT EXALT THEMSELVES AGAINST HIS FLOCK. "LAY NOT UP FOR YOURSELVES, THEREFORE, TREASURES ON THE EARTH, WHERE MOTH AND RUST DESTROY, AND THIEVES BREAK THROUGH AND STEAL,"[3] SAYS THE LORD, IN REPROACH PERCHANCE OF THE COVETOUS, AND PERCHANCE ALSO OF THOSE WHO ARE SIMPLY ANXIOUS AND FULL OF CARES, AND THOSE TOO WHO INDULGE THEIR BODIES. FOR AMOURS, AND DISEASES, AND EVIL THOUGHTS "BREAK THROUGH" THE MIND AND THE WHOLE MAN. BUT OUR TRUE "TREASURE" IS WHERE WHAT IS ALLIED TO OUR MIND IS, SINCE IT BESTOWS THE COMMUNICATIVE POWER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, SHOWING THAT WE MUST ASSIGN TO THE HABIT OF OUR OLD CONVERSATION WHAT WE HAVE ACQUIRED BY IT, AND HAVE RECOURSE TO GOD, BESEECHING MERCY. HE IS, IN TRUTH, "THE BAG THAT WAXETH NOT OLD," THE PROVISIONS OF ETERNAL LIFE, "THE TREASURE THAT FAILETH NOT IN HEAVEN."[4] "FOR I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I WILL HAVE MERCY,"[5] SAITH THE LORD. AND THEY SAY THOSE THINGS TO THOSE WHO WISH TO BE POOR FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE. FOR THEY HAVE HEARD IN THE COMMANDMENT THAT "THE BROAD AND WIDE WAY LEADETH TO DESTRUCTION, AND MANY THERE ARE WHO GO IN BY IT."[6] IT IS NOT OF ANYTHING ELSE THAT THE ASSERTION IS MADE, BUT OF PROFLIGACY, AND LOVE OF WOMEN, AND LOVE OF GLORY, AND AMBITION, AND SIMILAR PASSIONS. FOR SO HE SAYS, "FOOL, THIS NIGHT SHALL THY SOUL BE REQUIRED OF THEE; AND WHOSE, SHALL THOSE THINGS BE WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED?"[7] AND THE COMMANDMENT IS EXPRESSED IN THESE VERY WORDS, "TAKE HEED, THEREFORE, OF COVETOUSNESS. FOR A MAN'S LIFE DOES NOT CONSIST IN THE ABUNDANCE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HE POSSESSES. FOR WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN, IF HE SHALL GAIN THE WHOLE WORLD, AND LOSE HIS OWN SOUL? OR WHAT SHALL A MAN GIVE IN EXCHANGE FOR HIS SOUL?"[8] "WHEREFORE I SAY, TAKE NO THOUGHT FOR YOUR LIFE, WHAT YE SHALL EAT; NEITHER FOR YOUR BODY, WHAT YE SHALL PUT ON. FOR YOUR LIFE IS MORE THAN MEAT, AND YOUR BODY THAN RAIMENT."[9] AND AGAIN, "FOR YOUR FATHER KNOWETH THAT YE HAVE NEED OF ALL THESE THINGS." "BUT SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, AND ITS RIGHTEOUSNESS," FOR THESE ARE THE GREAT THINGS, AND THE THINGS WHICH ARE SMALL AND APPERTAIN TO THIS LIFE "SHALL BE ADDED TO YOU."[10] DOES HE NOT PLAINLY THEN EXHORT US TO FOLLOW THE GNOSTIC LIFE, AND ENJOIN US TO SEEK THE TRUTH IN WORD AND DEED? THEREFORE CHRIST, WHO TRAINS THE SOUL, RECKONS ONE RICH, NOT BY HIS GIFTS, BUT BY HIS CHOICE. IT IS SAID, THEREFORE, THAT ZACCHEUS, OR, ACCORDING TO SOME, MATTHEW, THE CHIEF OF THE PUBLICANS, ON HEARING THAT THE LORD HAD DEIGNED TO COME TO HIM, SAID, "LORD, AND IF I HAVE TAKEN ANYTHING BY FALSE ACCUSATION, I RESTORE HIM FOURFOLD;" ON WHICH THE SAVIOR SAID, "THE SON OF MAN, ON COMING TO-DAY, HAS FOUND THAT WHICH WAS LOST."[11] AGAIN, ON SEEING THE RICH CAST INTO THE TREASURY ACCORDING TO THEIR WEALTH, AND THE WIDOW TWO MITES, HE SAID "THAT THE WIDOW HAD CAST IN MORE THAN THEY ALL," FOR "THEY HAD CONTRIBUTED OF THEIR ABUNDANCE, BUT SHE OF HER DESTITUTION." AND BECAUSE HE BROUGHT ALL THINGS TO BEAR ON THE DISCIPLINE OF THE SOUL, HE SAID, "BLESSED ARE THE MEEK: FOR THEY SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH."[12] AND THE MEEK ARE THOSE WHO HAVE QUELLED THE BATTLE OF UNBELIEF IN THE SOUL, THE BATTLE OF WRATH, AND LUST, AND THE OTHER FORMS THAT ARE SUBJECT TO THEM. AND HE PRAISES THOSE MEEK BY CHOICE, NOT BY NECESSITY. FOR THERE ARE WITH THE LORD BOTH REWARDS AND" MANY MANSIONS," CORRESPONDING TO MEN'S LIVES. "WHOSOEVER SHALL RECEIVE," SAYS HE, "A PROPHET IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF A [SEXLESS] PROPHET, SHALL RECEIVE A PROPHET'S REWARD; AND WHOSOEVER SHALL RECEIVE A RIGHTEOUS MAN IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF A RIGHTEOUS [SEXLESS] MAN, SHALL RECEIVE A RIGHTEOUS MAN'S REWARD; AND WHOSO SHALL RECEIVE ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE MY DISCIPLES, SHALL NOT LOSE HIS REWARD."[13] AND AGAIN, THE DIFFERENCES OF VIRTUE ACCORDING TO MERIT, AND THE NOBLE REWARDS, HE INDICATED BY THE HOURS UNEQUAL IN NUMBER; AND IN ADDITION, BY THE EQUAL REWARD GIVEN TO EACH OF THE LABORER’S--THAT IS, SALVATION, WHICH IS MEANT BY THE PENNY--HE INDICATED THE EQUALITY OF JUSTICE; AND THE DIFFERENCE OF THOSE CALLED HE INTIMATED, BY THOSE WHO WORKED FOR UNEQUAL PORTIONS OF TIME. THEY SHALL WORK, THEREFORE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE APPROPRIATE MANSIONS OF WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN DEEMED WORTHY AS REWARDS, BEING FELLOW-WORKERS IN THE INEFFABLE ADMINISTRATION AND SERVICE.[14] "THOSE, THEN," SAYS PLATO, "WHO SEEM CALLED TO A HOLY LIFE, ARE THOSE WHO, FREED AND RELEASED FROM THOSE EARTHLY LOCALITIES AS FROM PRISONS, HAVE REACHED THE PURE DWELLING-PLACE ON HIGH." IN CLEARER TERMS AGAIN, HE EXPRESSES THE SAME THING: "THOSE WHO BY PHILOSOPHY HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENTLY PURGED FROM THOSE THINGS, LIVE WITHOUT BODIES ENTIRELY FOR ALL TIME. ALTHOUGH THEY ARE ENVELOPED IN CERTAIN SHAPES; IN THE CASE OF SOME, OF AIR, AND OTHERS, OF FIRE." HE ADDS FURTHER: "AND THEY REACH ABODES FAIRER THAN THOSE, WHICH IT IS NOT EASY, NOR IS THERE SUFFICIENT TIME NOW TO DESCRIBE." WHENCE WITH REASON, "BLESSED ARE THEY THAT MOURN: FOR THEY SHALL BE COMFORTED;"[1] FOR THEY WHO HAVE REPENTED OF THEIR FORMER EVIL LIFE SHALL ATTAIN TO "THE CALLING" (KLHSIN), FOR THIS IS THE MEANING OF BEING COMFORTED (PARAKLHQHNAI). AND THERE ARE TWO STYLES OF PENITENTS.[2] THAT WHICH IS MORE COMMON IS FEAR ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT IS DONE; BUT THE OTHER WHICH IS MORE SPECIAL, THE SHAME WHICH THE SPIRIT FEELS IN ITSELF ARISING FROM CONSCIENCE. WHETHER THEN, HERE OR ELSEWHERE (FOR NO PLACE IS DEVOID OF THE BENEFICENCE OF GOD), HE AGAIN SAYS, "BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL: FOR THEY SHALL OBTAIN MERCY." AND MERCY IS NOT, AS SOME OF THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE IMAGINED, PAIN ON ACCOUNT OF OTHERS' CALAMITIES, BUT RATHER SOMETHING GOOD, AS THE PROPHETS SAY. FOR IT IS SAID, "I WILL HAVE MERCY, AND NOT SACRIFICE."[3] AND HE[4] MEANS BY THE MERCIFUL, NOT ONLY THOSE WHO DO ACTS OF MERCY, BUT THOSE WHO WISH TO DO THEM, THOUGH THEY BE NOT ABLE; WHO DO AS FAR AS PURPOSE IS CONCERNED. FOR SOMETIMES WE WISH BY THE GIFT OF MONEY OR BY PERSONAL EFFORT TO DO MERCY, AS TO ASSIST ONE IN WANT, OR HELP ONE WHO IS SICK, OR STAND BY ONE WHO IS IN ANY EMERGENCY; AND ARE NOT ABLE EITHER FROM POVERTY, OR DISEASE, OR OLD AGE (FOR THIS ALSO IS NATURAL DISEASE), TO CARRY OUT OUR PURPOSE, IN REFERENCE TO THE THINGS TO WHICH WE ARE IMPELLED, BEING UNABLE TO CONDUCT THEM TO THE END WE WISHED. THOSE, WHO HAVE ENTERTAINED THE WISH WHOSE PURPOSE IS EQUAL, SHARE IN THE SAME HONOR WITH THOSE WHO HAVE THE ABILITY, ALTHOUGH OTHERS HAVE THE ADVANTAGE IN POINT OF RESOURCES.[5] AND SINCE THERE ARE TWO PATHS OF REACHING THE PERFECTION OF SALVATION, WORKS AND KNOWLEDGE, HE CALLED THE "PURE IN HEART BLESSED, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD."[6] AND IF WE REALLY LOOK TO THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER, KNOWLEDGE IS THE PURIFICATION OF THE LEADING FACULTY OF THE SOUL, AND IS A GOOD ACTIVITY. SOME THINGS ACCORDINGLY ARE GOOD IN THEMSELVES, AND OTHERS BY PARTICIPATION IN WHAT IS GOOD, AS WE SAY GOOD ACTIONS ARE GOOD. BUT WITHOUT THINGS INTERMEDIATE WHICH HOLD THE PLACE OF MATERIAL, NEITHER GOOD NOR BAD ACTIONS ARE CONSTITUTED, SUCH I MEAN AS LIFE, AND HEALTH, AND OTHER NECESSARY THINGS OR CIRCUMSTANTIALS. PURE THEN AS RESPECTS CORPOREAL LUSTS, AND PURE IN RESPECT OF HOLY THOUGHTS, HE MEANS THOSE ARE, WHO ATTAIN TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, WHEN THE CHIEF FACULTY OF THE SOUL HAS NOTHING SPURIOUS TO STAND IN THE WAY OF ITS POWER. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE WHO PARTAKES GNOSTICALLY OF THIS HOLY QUALITY DEVOTES HIMSELF TO CONTEMPLATION, COMMUNING IN PURITY WITH THE DIVINE, HE ENTERS MORE NEARLY INTO THE STATE OF IMPASSIBLE IDENTITY, SO AS NO LONGER TO HAVE SCIENCE AND POSSESS KNOWLEDGE, BUT TO BE SCIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE. "BLESSED, THEN, ARE THE PEACEMAKERS,"[7] WHO HAVE SUBDUED AND TAMED THE LAW WHICH WARS AGAINST THE DISPOSITION OF THE MIND, THE MENACES OF ANGER, AND THE BAITS OF LUST, AND THE OTHER PASSIONS WHICH WAR AGAINST THE REASON; WHO, HAVING LIVED IN THE KNOWLEDGE BOTH OF GOOD WORKS AND TRUE REASON, SHALL BE REINSTATED IN ADOPTION, WHICH IS DEARER. IT FOLLOWS THAT THE PERFECT PEACEMAKING IS THAT WHICH KEEPS UNCHANGED IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES WHAT IS PEACEFUL; CALLS PROVIDENCE HOLY AND GOOD; AND HAS ITS BEING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF DIVINE AND HUMAN AFFAIRS, BY WHICH IT DEEMS THE OPPOSITES THAT ARE IN THE WORLD TO BE THE FAIREST HARMONY OF CREATION. THEY ALSO ARE PEACEMAKERS, WHO TEACH THOSE WHO WAR AGAINST THE STRATAGEMS OF SIN TO HAVE RECOURSE TO FAITH AND PEACE. AND IT IS THE SUM OF ALL VIRTUE, IN MY OPINION, WHEN THE LORD TEACHES US THAT FOR LOVE TO GOD, WE MUST GNOSTICALLY DESPISE DEATH. "BLESSED ARE THEY," SAYS HE, "WHO ARE PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, FOR THEY SHALL BE CALLED THE SONS OF GOD;"[8] OR, AS SOME OF THOSE WHO TRANSPOSE THE GOSPELS[9] SAY, "BLESSED ARE THEY WHO ARE PERSECUTED BY RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR THEY SHALL BE PERFECT." AND, "BLESSED ARE THEY WHO ARE PERSECUTED FOR MY SAKE; FOR THEY SHALL HAVE A PLACE WHERE THEY SHALL NOT BE PERSECUTED." AND, "BLESSED ARE YE WHEN MEN SHALL HATE YOU, WHEN THEY SHALL SEPARATE YOU, WHEN THEY SHALL CAST OUT YOUR NAME AS EVIL, FOR THE SON OF MAN'S SAKE;"[10] IF WE DO NOT DETEST OUR PERSECUTORS, AND UNDERGO PUNISHMENTS AT THEIR HANDS, NOT HATING THEM UNDER THE IDEA THAT WE HAVE BEEN PUT TO TRIAL MORE TARDILY THAN WE LOOKED FOR; BUT KNOWING THIS ALSO, THAT EVERY INSTANCE OF TRIAL IS AN OCCASION FOR TESTIFYING. 
CHAP. VII. --THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE MARTYR. 
THEN HE WHO HAS LIED AND SHOWN HIMSELF UNFAITHFUL, AND REVOLTED TO THE DEVIL'S ARMY, IN WHAT EVIL DO WE THINK HIM TO BE? HE BELIES, THEREFORE, THE LORD, OR RATHER HE IS CHEATED OF HIS OWN HOPE WHO BELIEVES NOT GOD; AND HE BELIEVES NOT WHO DOES NOT WHAT HE HAS COMMANDED. AND WHAT? DOES NOT HE, WHO DENIES THE LORD, DENY HIMSELF? FOR DOES HE NOT ROB HIS MASTER OF HIS AUTHORITY, WHO DEPRIVES HIMSELF OF HIS RELATION TO HIM? HE, THEN, WHO DENIES THE SAVIOR, DENIES LIFE; FOR "THE LIGHT WAS LIFE."[1] HE DOES NOT TERM THOSE MEN OF LITTLE FAITH, BUT FAITHLESS AND HYPOCRITES,[2] WHO HAVE THE NAME INSCRIBED ON THEM, BUT DENY THAT THEY ARE REALLY BELIEVERS. BUT THE FAITHFUL IS CALLED BOTH SERVANT AND FRIEND. SO THAT IF ONE LOVES HIMSELF, HE LOVES THE LORD, AND CONFESSES TO SALVATION THAT HE MAY SAVE HIS SOUL. THOUGH YOU DIE FOR YOUR NEIGHBOR OUT OF LOVE, AND REGARD THE SAVIOR AS OUR NEIGHBOR (FOR GOD WHO SAVES IS SAID TO BE NIGH IN RESPECT TO WHAT IS SAVED); YOU DO SO, CHOOSING DEATH ON ACCOUNT OF LIFE, AND SUFFERING FOR YOUR OWN SAKE RATHER THAN HIS. AND IS IT NOT FOR THIS THAT HE IS CALLED BROTHER? HE WHO, SUFFERING OUT OF LOVE TO GOD, SUFFERED FOR HIS OWN SALVATION; WHILE HE, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHO DIES FOR HIS OWN SALVATION, ENDURES FOR LOVE TO THE LORD. FOR HE BEING LIFE, IN WHAT HE SUFFERED WISHED TO SUFFER THAT WE MIGHT LIVE BY HIS SUFFERING. "WHY CALL YE ME LORD, LORD," HE SAYS, "AND DO NOT THE THINGS WHICH I SAY?"[3] FOR "THE PEOPLE THAT LOVETH WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT HAVE THEIR HEART FAR AWAY FROM THE LORD,"[4] IS ANOTHER PEOPLE, AND TRUST IN ANOTHER, AND HAVE WILLINGLY SOLD THEMSELVES TO ANOTHER; BUT THOSE WHO PERFORM THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, IN EVERY ACTION "TESTIFY," BY DOING WHAT HE WISHES, AND CONSISTENTLY NAMING THE LORD'S NAME; AND "TESTIFYING" BY DEED TO HIM IN WHOM THEY TRUST, THAT THEY ARE THOSE "WHO HAVE CRUCIFIED THE FLESH, WITH THE AFFECTIONS AND LUSTS." "IF WE LIVE IN THE SPIRIT, LET US ALSO WALK IN THE SPIRIT." S "HE THAT SOWETH TO HIS FLESH, SHALL OF THE FLESH REAP CORRUPTION; BUT HE THAT SOWETH TO THE SPIRIT, SHALL OF THE SPIRIT REAP LIFE EVERLASTING."[6] BUT TO THOSE MISERABLE MEN, WITNESS TO THE LORD BY BLOOD SEEMS A MOST VIOLENT DEATH, NOT KNOWING THAT SUCH A GATE OF DEATH IS THE BEGINNING OF THE TRUE LIFE; AND THEY WILL UNDERSTAND NEITHER THE HONORS AFTER DEATH, WHICH BELONG TO THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED HOLILY, NOR THE PUNISHMENTS OF THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED UNRIGHTEOUSLY AND IMPURELY? I DO NOT SAY ONLY FROM OUR SCRIPTURES (FOR ALMOST ALL THE COMMANDMENTS INDICATE THEM); BUT THEY WILL NOT EVEN HEAR THEIR OWN DISCOURSES. FOR THE PYTHAGOREAN THEANO WRITES, "LIFE WERE INDEED A FEAST TO THE WICKED, WHO, HAVING DONE EVIL, THEN DIE; WERE NOT THE SOUL IMMORTAL, DEATH WOULD BE A GODSEND." AND PLATO IN THE PHAEDO, "FOR IF DEATH WERE RELEASE FROM EVERYTHING," AND SO FORTH. WE ARE NOT THEN TO THINK ACCORDING TO THE TELEPHUS OF AESCHYLUS, "THAT A SINGLE PATH LEADS TO HADES." THE WAYS ARE MANY, AND THE SINS THAT LEAD THITHER. SUCH DEEPLY ERRING ONES AS THE UNFAITHFUL ARE, ARISTOPHANES PROPERLY MAKES THE SUBJECTS OF COMEDY. "COME," HE SAYS, "YE MEN OF OBSCURE LIFE, YE THAT ARE LIKE THE RACE OF LEAVES, FEEBLE, WAX FIGURES, SHADOWY TRIBES, EVANESCENT, FLEETING, EPHEMERAL." AND EPICHARMUS, "THIS NATURE OF MEN IS INFLATED SKINS." AND THE SAVIOR HAS SAID TO US, "THE SPIRIT IS WILLING, BUT THE FLESH IS WEAK."[8] "BECAUSE THE CARNAL MIND IS ENMITY AGAINST GOD," EXPLAINS THE APOSTLE: "FOR IT IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE LAW OF GOD, NEITHER INDEED, CAN BE. AND THEY THAT ARE IN THE FLESH CANNOT PLEASE GOD." AND IN FURTHER EXPLANATION CONTINUES, THAT NO ONE MAY, LIKE MARCION[9] REGARD THE CREATURE AS EVIL. "BUT IF CHRIST BE IN YOU, THE BODY IS DEAD BECAUSE OF SIN; BUT THE SPIRIT IS LIFE BECAUSE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS." AND AGAIN: "FOR IF YE LIVE AFTER THE FLESH, YE SHALL DIE. FOR I RECKON THAT THE SUFFERINGS OF THIS PRESENT TIME ARE NOT WORTHY TO BE COMPARED TO THE GLORY WHICH SHALL BE REVEALED IN US. IF WE SUFFER WITH HIM, THAT WE ALSO MAY BE GLORIFIED TOGETHER AS JOINT-HEIRS OF CHRIST. AND WE KNOW THAT ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD TO THEM THAT LOVE GOD, TO THEM THAT ARE CALLED ACCORDING TO THE PURPOSE. FOR WHOM HE DID FOREKNOW, HE ALSO DID PREDESTINATE TO BE CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF HIS SON, THAT HE MIGHT BE THE FIRST-BORN AMONG MANY BRETHREN. AND WHOM HE DID PREDESTINATE, THEM HE ALSO CALLED; AND WHOM HE CALLED, THEM HE ALSO JUSTIFIED; AND WHOM HE JUSTIFIED, THEM HE ALSO GLORIFIED."[10] YOU SEE THAT MARTYRDOM FOR LOVE'S SAKE IS TAUGHT. AND SHOULD YOU WISH TO BE A MARTYR FOR THE RECOMPENSE OF ADVANTAGES, YOU SHALL HEAR AGAIN. "FOR WE ARE SAVED BY HOPE: BUT HOPE THAT IS SEEN IS NOT HOPE: FOR WHAT A MAN SEETH, WHY DOTH HE YET HOPES FOR? BUT IF WE HOPE FOR THAT WE SEE NOT, THEN DO WE WITH PATIENCE WAIT FOR IT."[11] "BUT IF WE ALSO SUFFER FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE," SAYS PETER, "BLESSED ARE WE. BE NOT AFRAID OF THEIR FEAR, NEITHER BE TROUBLED. BUT SANCTIFY THE LORD GOD IN YOUR HEARTS: AND BE READY ALWAYS TO GIVE AN ANSWER TO HIM THAT ASKS A REASON OF THE HOPE THAT IS IN YOU, BUT WITH MEEKNESS AND FEAR, HAVING A GOOD CONSCIENCE; SO THAT IN REFERENCE TO THAT FOR WHICH YOU ARE SPOKEN AGAINST, THEY MAY BE ASHAMED WHO CALUMNIATE YOUR GOOD CONVERSATION IN CHRIST. FOR IT IS BETTER TO SUFFER FOR WELL-DOING. IF THE WILL OF GOD, THEN FOR EVIL-DOING." BUT IF ONE SHOULD CAPTIOUSLY SAY, AND HOW IS IT POSSIBLE FOR FEEBLE FLESH TO RESIST THE ENERGIES AND SPIRITS OF THE POWERS? [1] WELL, LET HIM KNOW THIS, THAT, CONFIDING IN THE ALMIGHTY AND THE LORD, WE WAR AGAINST THE PRINCIPALITIES OF DARKNESS, AND AGAINST DEATH. "WHILST THOU ART YET SPEAKING," HE SAYS, "LO, HERE AM I." SEE THE INVINCIBLE HELPER WHO SHIELDS US. "THINK IT NOT STRANGE, THEREFORE, CONCERNING THE BURNING SENT FOR YOUR TRIAL, AS THOUGH SOME STRANGE THING HAPPENED TO YOU; BUT, AS YOU ARE PARTAKEN IN THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST, REJOICE; THAT AT THE REVELATION OF HIS GLORY YE MAY REJOICE EXULTANT. IF YE BE REPROACHED IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST, HAPPY ARE YE; FOR THE SPIRIT OF GLORY AND OF GOD RESTETH ON YOU."[2] AS IT IS WRITTEN, "BECAUSE FOR THY SAKE WE ARE KILLED ALL THE DAY LONG; WE ARE ACCOUNTED AS SHEEP FOR THE SLAUGHTER. NAY, IN ALL THESE THINGS WE ARE MORE THAN CONQUERORS, THROUGH HIM THAT LOVED US."[3] "WHAT YOU WISH TO ASCERTAIN FROM MY MIND, YOU SHALL NOT ASCERTAIN, NOT WERE YOU TO APPLY HORRID SAWS FROM THE CROWN OF MY HEAD TO THE SOLES OF MY FEET, NOT WERE YOU TO LOAD ME WITH CHAINS," SAYS A WOMAN ACTING MANFULLY IN THE TRAGEDY. AND ANTIGONE, CONTEMNING THE PROCLAMATION OF CREON, SAYS BOLDLY: "IT WAS NOT ZEUS WHO UTTERED THIS PROCLAMATION." BUT IT IS GOD THAT MAKES PROCLAMATION TO US, AND HE MUST BE BELIEVED. "FOR WITH THE HEART MAN BELIEVETH UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND WITH THE MOUTH CONFESSION IS MADE UNTO SALVATION. WHEREFORE THE SCRIPTURE SAITH, "WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH ON HIM SHAH NOT BE PUT TO SHAME."[4] ACCORDINGLY SIMONIDES JUSTLY WRITES, "IT IS SAID THAT VIRTUE DWELLS AMONG ALL BUT INACCESSIBLE ROCKS, BUT THAT SHE SPEEDILY TRAVERSES A PURE PLACE. NOR IS SHE VISIBLE TO THE EYES OF ALL MORTALS. HE WHO IS NOT PENETRATED BY HEART-VEXING SWEAT WILL NOT SCALE THE SUMMIT OF MANLINESS." AND PINDAR SAYS: "BUT THE ANXIOUS THOUGHTS OF YOUTHS, REVOLVING WITH TOILS, WILL FIND GLORY: AND IN TIME THEIR DEEDS WILL IN RESPLENDENT ETHER SPLENDID SHINE." AESCHYLUS, TOO, HAVING GRASPED THIS THOUGHT, SAYS: "TO HIM WHO TOILS IS DUE, AS PRODUCT OF HIS TOIL, GLORY FROM THE GODS." "FOR GREAT FATES ATTAIN GREAT DESTINIES," ACCORDING TO HERACLITUS: "AND WHAT SLAVE IS THERE, WHO IS CARELESS OF DEATH?" "FOR GOD HATH NOT GIVEN US THE SPIRIT OF BONDAGE AGAIN TO FEAR; BUT OF POWER, AND LOVE, AND OF A SOUND MIND. BE NOT THEREFORE ASHAMED OF THE [SEXLESS] TESTIMONY OF OUR LORD, OR OF ME HIS PRISONER," HE WRITES TO TIMOTHY.[5] SUCH SHALL HE BE "WHO CLEAVES TO THAT WHICH IS GOOD," ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE,[6] "WHO HATES EVIL, HAVING LOVE UNFEIGNED; FOR HE THAT LOVETH ANOTHER FULFILLETH THE LAW."[7] IF, THEN, THIS GOD, TO WHOM WE BEAR WITNESS, BE AS HE IS, THE GOD OF HOPE, WE ACKNOWLEDGE OUR HOPE, SPEEDING ON TO HOPE, "SATURATED WITH GOODNESS, FILLED WITH ALL KNOWLEDGE."[8] THE INDIAN SAGES SAY TO ALEXANDER OF MACEDON: "YOU TRANSPORT MEN'S BODIES FROM PLACE TO PLACE. BUT YOU SHALL NOT FORCE OUR SOULS TO DO WHAT WE DO NOT WISH. FIRE IS TO MEN THE GREATEST TORTURE, THIS WE DESPISE." HENCE HERACLITUS PREFERRED ONE THING, GLORY, TO ALL ELSE; AND PROFESSES "THAT HE ALLOWS THE CROWD TO STUFF THEMSELVES TO SATIETY LIKE CATTLE." "FOR ON ACCOUNT OF THE BODY ARE MANY TOILS, FOR IT WE HAVE INVENTED A ROOFED HOUSE, AND DISCOVERED HOW TO DIG UP SILVER, AND SOW THE LAND, AND ALL THE REST WHICH WE KNOW BY NAMES." TO THE MULTITUDE, THEN, THIS VAIN LABOR IS DESIRABLE. BUT TO US THE APOSTLE SAYS, "NOW WE KNOW THIS, THAT OUR OLD MAN IS CRUCIFIED WITH HIM, THAT THE BODY OF SIN MIGHT BE DESTROYED, THAT HENCEFORTH WE SHOULD NOT SERVE SIN."[9] DOES NOT THE APOSTLE THEN PLAINLY ADD THE FOLLOWING, TO SHOW THE CONTEMPT FOR FAITH IN THE CASE OF THE MULTITUDE? "FOR I THINK THAT GOD HATH SET FORTH US THE APOSTLES LAST, AS APPOINTED TO DEATH: WE ARE MADE A SPECTACLE TO THE WORLD, AND TO ANGELS, AND TO MEN. UP TO THIS PRESENT HOUR WE BOTH HUNGER, AND THIRST, AND ARE NAKED, AND ARE BEATEN, AND ARE FEEBLE, AND LABOR, WORKING WITH OUR HANDS. BEING REVILED, WE BLESS; BEING PERSECUTED, WE ENDURE; BEING DEFAMED, WE ENTREAT; WE ARE BECOME AS IT WERE THE OFFSCOURINGS OF THE WORLD."[10] SUCH ALSO ARE THE WORDS OF PLATO IN THE REPUBLIC:[11] "THE JUST MAN, THOUGH STRETCHED ON THE RACK, THOUGH HIS EYES ARE DUG OUT, WILL BE HAPPY." THE GNOSTIC WILL NEVER THEN HAVE THE CHIEF END PLACED IN LIFE, BUT IN BEING ALWAYS HAPPY AND BLESSED, AND A KINGLY FRIEND OF GOD. ALTHOUGH VISITED WITH IGNOMINY AND EXILE, AND CONFISCATION, AND ABOVE ALL, DEATH, HE WILL NEVER BE WRENCHED FROM HIS FREEDOM, AND SIGNAL LOVE TO GOD. "THE CHARITY WHICH BEARS ALL THINGS, ENDURES ALL THINGS,"[12] IS ASSURED THAT DIVINE PROVIDENCE ORDERS ALL THINGS WELL. "I EXHORT YOU," THEREFORE IT IS SAID, "BE FOLLOWERS OF ME." THE FIRST STEP TO SALVATION[13] IS THE INSTRUCTION ACCOMPANIED WITH FEAR, IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH WE ABSTAIN FROM WHAT IS WRONG; AND THE SECOND IS HOPE, BY REASON OF WHICH WE DESIRE THE BEST THINGS; BUT LOVE, AS IS FITTING, PERFECTS, BY TRAINING NOW ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE. FOR THE GREEKS, I KNOW NOT HOW, ATTRIBUTING EVENTS TO UNREASONING NECESSITY, OWN THAT THEY YIELD TO THEM UNWILLINGLY. ACCORDINGLY, EURIPIDES SAYS: "WHAT I DECLARE, RECEIVE FROM ME, MADAM: NO MORTAL EXISTS WHO HAS NOT TOIL; HE BURIES CHILDREN, AND BEGETS OTHERS, AND HE HIMSELF DIES, AND THUS MORTALS ARE AFFLICTED." THEN HE ADDS: "WE MUST BEAR THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE INEVITABLE ACCORDING TO NATURE, AND GO THROUGH THEM: NOT ONE OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE NECESSARY IS FORMIDABLE FOR MORTALS." AND FOR THOSE WHO ARE AIMING AT PERFECTION THERE IS PROPOSED THE RATIONAL GNOSIS, THE FOUNDATION OF WHICH IS "THE SACRED TRIAD." "FAITH, HOPE, LOVE; BUT THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE."[1] TRULY, "ALL THINGS ARE LAWFUL, BUT ALL THINGS ARE NOT EXPEDIENT," SAYS THE APOSTLE: "ALL THINGS ARE LAWFUL FOR ME, BUT ALL THINGS EDIFY NOT."[2] AND, "LET NO ONE SEEK HIS OWN ADVANTAGE, BUT ALSO THAT OF HIS NEIGHBOR,"[3] SO AS TO BE ABLE AT ONCE TO DO AND TO TEACH, BUILDING AND BUILDING UP. FOR THAT "THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S, AND THE FULNESS THEREOF," IS ADMITTED; BUT THE CONSCIENCE OF THE WEAK IS SUPPORTED. "CONSCIENCE, I SAY, NOT HIS OWN, BUT THAT OF THE OTHER; FOR WHY IS MY LIBERTY JUDGED OF BY ANOTHER CONSCIENCE? FOR IF I BY GRACE AM PARTAKER, WHY AM I EVIL SPOKEN OF L FOR THAT FOR WHICH I GIVE THANKS? WHETHER THEREFORE YE EAT, OR DRINK, OR WHATSOEVER YE DO, DO ALL TO THE GLORY OF GOD."[4] "FOR THOUGH WE WALK IN THE FLESH, WE DO NOT WAR AFTER THE FLESH; FOR THE WEAPONS OF OUR WARFARE ARE NOT CARNAL, BUT MIGHTY THROUGH GOD TO THE DEMOLITION OF FORTIFICATIONS, DEMOLISHING THOUGHTS, AND EVERY HIGH THING WHICH EXALTETH ITSELF AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST."[5] EQUIPPED WITH THESE WEAPONS, THE GNOSTIC SAYS: O LORD, GIVE OPPORTUNITY, AND RECEIVE DEMONSTRATION; LET THIS DREAD EVENT PASS; I CONTEMN DANGERS FOR THE LOVE I BEAR TO THEE. "BECAUSE ALONE OF HUMAN THINGS VIRTUE RECEIVES NOT A RECOMPENSE FROM WITHOUT, BUT HAS ITSELF AS THE REWARD OF ITS TOILS." "PUT ON THEREFORE, AS THE ELECT OF GOD, HOLY AND BELOVED, BOWELS OF MERCIES, KINDNESS, HUMBLENESS, MEEKNESS, LONG-SUFFERING. AND ABOVE ALL THESE, LOVE, WHICH IS THE BOND OF PERFECTION. AND LET THE PEACE OF GOD REIGN IN YOUR HEARTS, TO WHICH ALSO YE ARE CALLED IN ONE BODY; AND BE THANKFUL,"[6] YE WHO, WHILE STILL IN THE BODY, LIKE THE JUST MEN OF OLD, ENJOY IMPASSIBILITY AND TRANQUILITY OF SOUL. 
CHAP. VIII. --WOMEN AS WELL AS MEN, SLAVES AS WELL AS FREEMEN, CANDIDATES FOR THE MARTYR'S CROWN. 
SINCE, THEN, NOT ONLY THE AESOPIANS, AND MACEDONIANS, AND THE LACEDAEMONIANS ENDURED WHEN SUBJECTED TO TORTURE, AS ERATOSTHENES SAYS IN HIS WORK, ON THINGS GOOD AND EVIL; BUT ALSO ZENO OF ELEA, WHEN SUBJECTED TO COMPULSION TO DIVULGE A SECRET, HELD OUT AGAINST THE TORTURES, AND CONFESSED NOTHING; WHO, WHEN EXPIRING, BIT OUT HIS TONGUE AND SPAT IT AT THE TYRANT, WHOM SOME TERM NEARCHUS, AND SOME DEMULUS. THEODOTUS THE PYTHAGOREAN ACTED ALSO SIMILARLY, AND PAULUS THE FRIEND OF LACYDES, AS TIMOTHEUS OF PERGAMUS SAYS IN HIS WORK ON THE FORTITUDE OF PHILOSOPHERS, AND ACHAICUS IN THE ETHICS. POSTHUMUS ALSO, THE ROMAN, WHEN CAPTURED BY PEUCETION, DID NOT DIVULGE A SINGLE SECRET; BUT PUTTING HIS HAND ON THE FIRE, HELD IT TO IT AS IF TO A PIECE OF BRASS, WITHOUT MOVING A MUSCLE OF HIS FACE. I OMIT THE CASE OF ANAXARCHUS, WHO EXCLAIMED, "POUND AWAY AT THE SACK WHICH HOLDS ANAXARCHUS, FOR IT IS NOT ANAXARCHUS YOU ARE POUNDING," WHEN BY THE TYRANT'S ORDERS HE WAS BEING POUNDED WITH IRON PESTLES. NEITHER, THEN, THE HOPE OF HAPPINESS NOR THE LOVE OF GOD TAKES WHAT BEFALLS ILL, BUT REMAINS FREE, ALTHOUGH THROWN AMONG THE WILDEST BEASTS OR INTO THE ALL-DEVOURING FIRE; THOUGH RACKED WITH A TYRANT'S TORTURES. DEPENDING AS IT DOES ON THE DIVINE FAVOUR, IT ASCENDS ALOFT UNENSLAVED, SURRENDERING THE BODY TO THOSE WHO CAN TOUCH IT ALONE. A BARBAROUS NATION, NOT CUMBERED WITH PHILOSOPHY, SELECT, IT IS SAID, ANNUALLY AN AMBASSADOR TO THE HERO ZAMOLXIS. ZAMOLXIS WAS ONE OF THE DISCIPLES OF PYTHAGORAS. THE ONE, THEN, WHO IS JUDGED OF THE MOST STERLING WORTH IS PUT TO DEATH, TO THE DISTRESS OF THOSE WHO HAVE PRACTISED PHILOSOPHY, BUT HAVE NOT BEEN SELECTED, AT BEING RECKONED UNWORTHY OF A HAPPY SERVICE. SO, THE CHURCH IS FULL OF THOSE, AS WELL CHASTE WOMEN AS MEN, WHO ALL THEIR LIFE HAVE CONTEMPLATED THE DEATH WHICH ROUSES UP TO CHRIST? FOR THE INDIVIDUAL WHOSE LIFE IS FRAMED AS OURS IS, MAY PHILOSOPHIZE WITHOUT LEARNING, WHETHER BARBARIAN, WHETHER GREEK, WHETHER SLAVE--WHETHER AN OLD MAN, OR A BOY, OR A WOMAN.[8] FOR SELF-CONTROL IS COMMON TO ALL HUMAN BEINGS WHO HAVE MADE CHOICE OF IT. AND WE ADMIT THAT THE SAME NATURE EXISTS IN EVERY RACE, AND THE SAME VIRTUE. AS FAR AS RESPECTS HUMAN NATURE, THE WOMAN DOES NOT POSSESS ONE NATURE, AND THE MAN EXHIBIT ANOTHER, BUT THE SAME: SO ALSO, WITH VIRTUE. IF, CONSEQUENTLY, A SELF-RESTRAINT AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND WHATEVER QUALITIES ARE REGARDED AS FOLLOWING THEM, IS THE VIRTUE OF THE MALE, IT BELONGS TO THE MALE ALONE TO BE VIRTUOUS, AND TO THE WOMAN TO BE LICENTIOUS AND UNJUST. BUT IT IS OFFENSIVE EVEN TO SAY THIS. ACCORDINGLY WOMAN IS TO PRACTICE SELF-RESTRAINT AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND EVERY OTHER VIRTUE, AS WELL AS MAN, BOTH BOND AND FREE; SINCE IT IS A FIT CONSEQUENCE THAT THE SAME NATURE POSSESSES ONE AND THE SAME VIRTUE.[1] WE DO NOT SAY THAT WOMAN'S NATURE IS THE SAME AS MAN'S, AS SHE IS WOMAN. FOR UNDOUBTEDLY IT STANDS TO REASON THAT SOME DIFFERENCE SHOULD EXIST BETWEEN EACH OF THEM, IN VIRTUE OF WHICH ONE IS MALE AND THE OTHER FEMALE. PREGNANCY AND PARTURITION, ACCORDINGLY, WE SAY BELONG TO WOMAN, AS SHE IS WOMAN, AND NOT AS SHE IS A HUMAN BEING. BUT IF THERE WERE NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MAN AND WOMAN, BOTH WOULD DO AND SUFFER THE SAME THINGS. AS THEN THERE IS SAMENESS, AS FAR AS RESPECTS THE SOUL, SHE WILL ATTAIN TO THE SAME VIRTUE; BUT AS THERE IS DIFFERENCE AS RESPECTS THE PECULIAR CONSTRUCTION OF THE BODY, SHE IS DESTINED FOR CHILD-BEARING AND HOUSEKEEPING. "FOR I WOULD HAVE YOU KNOW," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "THAT THE HEAD OF EVERY MAN IS CHRIST; AND THE HEAD OF THE WOMAN IS THE MAN: FOR THE MAN IS NOT OF THE WOMAN, BUT THE WOMAN OF THE MAN. I FOR NEITHER IS THE WOMAN WITHOUT THE MAN, NOR THE MAN WITHOUT THE WOMAN, IN THE LORD."[2] FOR AS WE SAY THAT THE MAN OUGHT TO BE CONTINENT, AND SUPERIOR TO PLEASURES; SO ALSO, WE RECKON THAT THE WOMAN SHOULD BE CONTINENT AND PRACTICED IN FIGHTING AGAINST PLEASURES. "BUT I SAY, WALK IN THE SPIRIT, AND YE SHALL NOT FULFIL THE LUSTS OF THE FLESH," COUNSELS THE APOSTOLIC COMMAND; "FOR THE FLESH LUSTETH AGAINST THE SPIRIT, AND THE SPIRIT AGAINST THE FLESH. THESE, THEN, ARE CONTRARY" (NOT AS GOOD TO EVIL, BUT AS FIGHTING ADVANTAGEOUSLY), HE ADDS THEREFORE, SO THAT YE CANNOT DO THE THINGS THAT YE WOULD. NOW THE WORKS OF THE FLESH ARE MANIFEST, WHICH ARE, FORNICATION UNCLEANNESS, PROFLIGACY, IDOLATRY, WITCHCRAFTS, ENMITIES, STRIFE’S, JEALOUSIES, WRATH, CONTENTIONS, DISSENSIONS, HERESIES, ENVYING’S, DRUNKENNESS, REVILING’S, AND SUCH LIKE; OF WHICH I TELL YOU BEFORE, AS I HAVE ALSO SAID BEFORE, THAT THEY WHICH DO SUCH THINGS SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD. BUT THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, LONG-SUFFERING, GENTLENESS, TEMPERANCE, GOODNESS, FAITH, MEEKNESS."[3] HE CALLS SINNERS, AS I THINK, "FLESH," AND THE RIGHTEOUS "SPIRIT." FURTHER, MANLINESS IS TO BE ASSUMED IN ORDER TO PRODUCE CONFIDENCE AND FORBEARANCE, SO AS "TO HIM THAT STRIKES ON THE ONE CHEEK, TO GIVE TO HIM THE OTHER; AND TO HIM THAT TAKES AWAY THE CLOAK, TO YIELD TO HIM THE COAT ALSO," STRONGLY, RESTRAINING ANGER. FOR WE DO NOT TRAIN OUR WOMEN LIKE AMAZONS TO MANLINESS IN WAR; SINCE WE WISH THE MEN EVEN TO BE PEACEABLE. I HEAR THAT THE SARMATIAN WOMEN PRACTICE WAR NO LESS THAN THE MEN; AND THE WOMEN OF THE SACAE BESIDES, WHO SHOOT BACKWARDS, FEIGNING FLIGHT AS WELL AS THE MEN. I AM AWARE, TOO, THAT THE WOMEN NEAR IBERIA PRACTICE MANLY WORK AND TOIL, NOT REFRAINING FROM THEIR TASKS EVEN THOUGH NEAR THEIR DELIVERY; BUT EVEN IN THE VERY STRUGGLE OF HER PAINS, THE WOMAN, ON BEING DELIVERED, TAKING UP THE INFANT, CARRIES IT HOME. FURTHER, THE FEMALES NO LESS THAN THE MALES MANAGE THE HOUSE, AND HUNT, AND KEEP THE FLOCKS: "CRESSA THE HOUND RAN KEENLY IN THE STAG'S TRACK." WOMEN ARE THEREFORE TO PHILOSOPHIZE EQUALLY WITH MEN, THOUGH THE MALES ARE PREFERABLE AT EVERYTHING, UNLESS THEY HAVE BECOME EFFEMINATE[4] TO THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE, THEN, DISCIPLINE AND VIRTUE ARE A NECESSITY, IF THEY WOULD PURSUE AFTER HAPPINESS. AND HOW RECKLESSLY EURIPIDES WRITES SOMETIMES THIS AND SOMETIMES THAT! ON ONE OCCASION, "FOR EVERY WIFE IS INFERIOR TO HER HUSBAND, THOUGH THE MOST EXCELLENT ONE MARRIES HER THAT IS OF FAIR FAME." AND ON ANOTHER: "FOR THE CHASTE IS HER HUSBAND'S SLAVE, WHILE SHE THAT IS UNCHASTE IN HER FOLLY DESPISES HER CONSORT...FOR NOTHING IS BETTER AND MORE EXCELLENT, THAN WHEN AS HUSBAND AND WIFE YE KEEP HOUSE, HARMONIOUS IN YOUR SENTIMENTS." THE RULING POWER IS THEREFORE THE HEAD. AND IF "THE LORD IS HEAD OF THE MAN, AND THE MAN IS HEAD OF THE WOMAN," THE MAN, "BEING THE IMAGE AND GLORY OF GOD, IS LORD [JOHN 10:34-35] OF THE WOMAN."[5] WHEREFORE ALSO IN THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS IT IS WRITTEN, "SUBJECTING, OURSELVES ONE TO ANOTHER IN THE FEAR OF GOD. WIVES, SUBMIT YOURSELVES TO YOUR OWN HUSBANDS, AS TO THE LORD. FOR THE HUSBAND IS HEAD OF THE WIFE, AS ALSO CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH; AND HE IS THE SAVIOR OF THE BODY. HUSBANDS, LOVE YOUR WIVES, AS ALSO CHRIST LOVED THE CHURCH. SO ALSO, OUGHT MEN TO LOVE THEIR WIVES AS THEIR OWN BODIES: HE THAT LOVETH HIS WIFE LOVETH HIMSELF. FOR NO MAN EVER YET HATED HIS OWN FLESH."[6] AND IN THAT TO THE COLOSSIANS IT IS SAID, "WIVES, SUBMIT YOURSELVES TO YOUR OWN HUSBANDS, AS IS FIT IN THE LORD.[7] HUSBANDS, LOVE YOUR WIVES, AND BE NOT BITTER AGAINST THEM. CHILDREN, OBEY YOUR PARENTS IN ALL THINGS; FOR THIS IS WELL PLEASING TO THE LORD FATHERS, PROVOKE NOT YOUR CHILDREN TO ANGER, LEST THEY BE DISCOURAGED. SERVANTS, BE OBEDIENT IN ALL THINGS TO THOSE WHO ARE YOUR MASTERS ACCORDING TO THE FLESH; NOT WITH EYE-SERVICE, AS MEN-PLEASERS; BUT WITH SINGLENESS OF HEART, FEARING THE LORD. AND WHATSOEVER YE DO, DO IT HEARTILY, AS SERVING THE LORD AND NOT MEN; KNOWING THAT OF THE LORD YE SHALL RECEIVE THE REWARD OF THE INHERITANCE: FOR YE SERVE THE LORD CHRIST. FOR THE WRONGDOER SHALL RECEIVE THE WRONG, WHICH HE HATH DONE; AND THERE IS NO RESPECT OF PERSONS. MASTERS, RENDER TO YOUR SERVANTS JUSTICE AND EQUITY; KNOWING THAT YE ALSO HAVE A MASTER IN HEAVEN, WHERE THERE IS NEITHER GREEK NOR JEW, CIRCUMCISION AND UNCIRCUMCISION, BARBARIAN, SCYTHIAN, BOND, FREE: BUT CHRIST IS ALL, AND IN ALL."[1] AND THE EARTHLY CHURCH IS THE IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY, AS WE PRAY ALSO "THAT THE WILL OF GOD MAY BE DONE UPON THE EARTH AS IN HEAVEN."[2] "PUTTING ON, THEREFORE, BOWELS OF MERCY, GENTLENESS, HUMBLENESS, MEEKNESS, LONG-SUFFERING; FORBEARING ONE ANOTHER, AND FORGIVING ONE ANOTHER, IF ONE HAVE A QUARREL AGAINST ANY MAN; AS ALSO CHRIST HATH FORGIVEN US, SO ALSO LET US. AND ABOVE ALL THESE THINGS PUT ON CHARITY, WHICH IS THE BOND OF PERFECTNESS. AND LET THE PEACE OF GOD RULE IN YOUR HEARTS, TO WHICH YE ARE CALLED IN ONE BODY; AND BE THANKFUL."[3] FOR THERE IS NO OBSTACLE TO ADDUCING FREQUENTLY THE SAME SCRIPTURE IN ORDER TO PUT MARCION[4] TO THE BLUSH, IF PERCHANCE HE BE PERSUADED AND CONVERTED; BY LEARNING THAT THE FAITHFUL OUGHT TO BE GRATEFUL TO GOD THE CREATOR, WHO HATH CALLED US, AND WHO PREACHED THE GOSPEL IN THE BODY. FROM THESE CONSIDERATIONS THE UNITY OF THE FAITH IS CLEAR, AND IT IS SHOWN WHO IS THE PERFECT MAN; SO THAT THOUGH SOME ARE RELUCTANT, AND OFFER AS MUCH RESISTANCE AS THEY CAN, THOUGH MENACED WITH PUNISHMENTS AT THE HAND OF HUSBAND OR MASTER, BOTH THE DOMESTIC AND THE WIFE WILL PHILOSOPHIZE. MOREOVER, THE FREE, THOUGH THREATENED WITH DEATH AT A TYRANT'S HANDS, AND BROUGHT BEFORE THE TRIBUNALS, AND ALL HIS SUBSTANCES IMPERILED, WILL BY NO MEANS ABANDON PIETY; NOR WILL THE WIFE WHO DWELLS WITH A WICKED HUSBAND, OR THE SON IF HE HAS A BAD FATHER, OR THE DOMESTIC IF HE HAS A BAD MASTER, EVER FAIL IN HOLDING NOBLY TO VIRTUE. BUT AS IT IS NOBLE FOR A MAN TO DIE FOR VIRTUE, AND FOR LIBERTY, AND FOR HIMSELF, SO ALSO IS IT FOR A WOMAN. FOR THIS IS NOT PECULIAR TO THE NATURE OF MALES, BUT TO THE NATURE OF THE GOOD. ACCORDINGLY, BOTH THE OLD MAN, THE YOUNG, AND THE SERVANT WILL LIVE FAITHFULLY, AND IF NEED BE DYING; WHICH WILL BE TO BE MADE ALIVE BY DEATH. SO, WE KNOW THAT BOTH CHILDREN, AND WOMEN, AND SERVANTS HAVE OFTEN, AGAINST THEIR FATHERS', AND MASTERS', AND HUSBANDS' WILL, REACHED THE HIGHEST DEGREE OF EXCELLENCE. WHEREFORE THOSE WHO ARE DETERMINED TO LIVE PIOUSLY OUGHT NONE THE LESS TO EXHIBIT ALACRITY, WHEN SOME SEEM TO EXERCISE COMPULSION ON THEM; BUT MUCH MORE, I THINK, DOES IT BECOME THEM TO SHOW EAGERNESS, AND TO STRIVE WITH UNCOMMON VIGOR, LEST, BEING OVERCOME, THEY ABANDON THE BEST AND MOST INDISPENSABLE COUNSELS. FOR IT DOES NOT, I THINK, ADMIT OF COMPARISON, WHETHER IT BE BETTER TO BE A FOLLOWER OF THE ALMIGHTY THAN TO CHOOSE THE DARKNESS OF DEMONS. FOR THE THINGS WHICH ARE DONE BY US ON ACCOUNT OF OTHERS WE ARE TO DO ALWAYS, ENDEAVORING TO HAVE RESPECT TO THOSE FOR WHOSE SAKE IT IS PROPER THAT THEY BE DONE, REGARDING THE GRATIFICATION RENDERED IN THEIR CASE, AS WHAT IS TO BE OUR RULE; BUT THE THINGS WHICH ARE DONE FOR OUR OWN SAKE RATHER THAN THAT OF OTHERS, ARE TO BE DONE WITH EQUAL EARNESTNESS, WHETHER THEY ARE LIKE TO PLEASE CERTAIN PEOPLE OR NOT. IF SOME INDIFFERENT THINGS HAVE OBTAINED SUCH HONOR AS TO APPEAR WORTHY OF ADOPTION, THOUGH AGAINST THE WILL OF SOME; MUCH MORE IS VIRTUE TO BE REGARDED BY US AS WORTH CONTENDING FOR, LOOKING THE WHILE TO NOTHING BUT WHAT CAN BE RIGHTLY DONE, WHETHER IT SEEM GOOD TO OTHERS OR NOT. WELL THEN, EPICURUS, WRITING TO MENOECEUS, SAYS, "LET NOT HIM WHO IS YOUNG DELAY PHILOSOPHIZING, AND LET NOT THE OLD MAN GROW WEARY OF PHILOSOPHIZING; FOR NO ONE IS EITHER NOT OF AGE OR PAST AGE FOR ATTENDING TO THE HEALTH OF HIS SOUL. AND HE WHO SAYS THAT THE TIME FOR PHILOSOPHIZING IS NOT COME OR IS PAST, IS LIKE THE MAN WHO SAYS THAT THE TIME FOR HAPPINESS IS NOT COME OR HAS GONE. SO THAT YOUNG S AS WELL AS OLD OUGHT TO PHILOSOPHIZE: THE ONE, IN ORDER THAT, WHILE GROWING OLD, HE MAY GROW YOUNG IN GOOD THINGS OUT OF FAVOR ACCRUING FROM WHAT IS PAST; AND THE OTHER, THAT HE MAY BE AT ONCE YOUNG AND OLD, FROM WANT OF FEAR FOR THE FUTURE."
CHAP. IX. --CHRIST'S SAYINGS RESPECTING MARTYRDOM. 
ON MARTYRDOM THE LORD HATH SPOKEN EXPLICITLY, AND WHAT IS WRITTEN IN DIFFERENT PLACES WE BRING TOGETHER. "BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, WHOSOEVER SHALL CONFESS IN ME BEFORE MEN, THE SON OF MAN ALSO SHALL CONFESS BEFORE THE ANGELS OF GOD; BUT WHOSOEVER SHALL DENY ME BEFORE MEN, HIM WILL I DENY BEFORE THE ANGELS."[6] "WHOSOEVER SHALL BE ASHAMED OF ME OR OF MY WORDS IN THIS ADULTEROUS AND SINFUL GENERATION, OF HIM SHALL THE SON OF MAN ALSO BE ASHAMED WHEN HE COMETH IN THE GLORY OF HIS FATHER WITH HIS ANGELS. WHOSOEVER THEREFORE SHALL CONFESS IN ME BEFORE MEN, HIM WILL I ALSO CONFESS BEFORE MY FATHER IN HEAVEN.[1] "AND WHEN THEY BRING YOU BEFORE SYNAGOGUES, AND RULERS, AND POWERS, THINK NOT: BEFOREHAND HOW YE SHALL MAKE YOUR DEFENSE, OR WHAT YE SHALL SAY. FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT SHALL TEACH YOU IN THE SAME HOUR WHAT YE MUST SAY."[2] IN EXPLANATION OF THIS PASSAGE, HERACLEON, THE MOST DISTINGUISHED OF THE SCHOOL OF VALENTINIANS, SAYS EXPRESSLY, "THAT THERE IS A CONFESSION BY FAITH AND CONDUCT, AND ONE WITH THE VOICE. THE CONFESSION THAT IS MADE WITH THE VOICE, AND BEFORE THE AUTHORITIES, IS WHAT THE MOST RECKON THE ONLY CONFESSION. NOT SOUNDLY: AND HYPOCRITES ALSO CAN CONFESS WITH THIS CONFESSION. BUT NEITHER WILL THIS UTTERANCE BE FOUND TO BE SPOKEN UNIVERSALLY; FOR ALL THE SAVED HAVE CONFESSED WITH THE CONFESSION MADE BY THE VOICE, AND DEPARTED.[3] OF WHOM ARE MATTHEW, PHILIP, THOMAS, LEVI, AND MANY OTHERS. AND CONFESSION BY THE LIP IS NOT UNIVERSAL, BUT PARTIAL. BUT THAT WHICH HE SPECIFIES NOW IS UNIVERSAL, THAT WHICH IS BY DEEDS AND ACTIONS CORRESPONDING TO FAITH IN HIM. THIS CONFESSION IS FOLLOWED BY THAT WHICH IS PARTIAL, THAT BEFORE THE AUTHORITIES, IF NECESSARY, AND REASON DICTATE. FOR HE WILL CONFESS RIGHTLY WITH HIS VOICE WHO HAS FIRST CONFESSED BY HIS DISPOSITION.[3] AND HE HAS WELL USED, WITH REGARD TO THOSE WHO CONFESS, THE EXPRESSION 'IN ME,' AND APPLIED TO THOSE WHO DENY THE EXPRESSION 'ME.' FOR THOSE, THOUGH THEY CONFESS HIM WITH THE VOICE, YET DENY HIM, NOT CONFESSING HIM IN THEIR CONDUCT. BUT THOSE ALONE CONFESS 'IN HIM,' WHO LIVE IN THE CONFESSION AND CONDUCT ACCORDING TO HIM, IN WHICH HE ALSO CONFESSES, WHO IS CONTAINED IN THEM AND HELD BY THEM. WHEREFORE 'HE NEVER CAN DENY HIMSELF.' AND THOSE DENY HIM WHO ARE NOT IN HIM. FOR HE SAID NOT, 'WHOSOEVER SHALL DENY' IN ME, BUT 'ME.' FOR NO ONE WHO IS IN HIM WILL EVER DENY HIM. AND THE EXPRESSION 'BEFORE MEN ' APPLIES BOTH TO THE SAVED AND THE HEATHEN SIMILARLY BY CONDUCT BEFORE THE ONE, AND BY VOICE BEFORE THE OTHER. WHEREFORE THEY NEVER CAN DENY HIM. BUT THOSE DENY HIM WHO ARE NOT IN HIM." SO FAR HERACLEON. AND IN OTHER THINGS HE SEEMS TO BE OF THE SAME SENTIMENTS WITH US IN THIS SECTION; BUT HE HAS NOT ADVERTED TO THIS, THAT IF SOME HAVE NOT BY CONDUCT AND IN THEIR LIFE "CONFESSED CHRIST BEFORE MEN," THEY ARE MANIFESTED TO HAVE BELIEVED WITH THE HEART; BY CONFESSING HIM WITH THE MOUTH AT THE TRIBUNALS, AND NOT DENYING HIM WHEN TORTURED TO THE DEATH. AND THE DISPOSITION BEING CONFESSED, AND ESPECIALLY NOT BEING CHANGED BY DEATH AT ANY TIME, CUTS AWAY ALL PASSIONS WHICH WERE ENGENDERED BY CORPOREAL DESIRE. FOR THERE IS, SO TO SPEAK, AT THE CLOSE OF LIFE A SUDDEN REPENTANCE IN ACTION, AND A TRUE CONFESSION TOWARD CHRIST, IN THE TESTIMONY OF THE VOICE. BUT IF THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER TESTIFIES IN US, HOW CAN WE BE ANY MORE HYPOCRITES, WHO ARE SAID TO BEAR TESTIMONY WITH THE VOICE ALONE? BUT IT WILL BE GIVEN TO SOME, IF EXPEDIENT, TO MAKE A DEFENSE, THAT BY THEIR WITNESS AND CONFESSION ALL MAY BE BENEFITED--THOSE IN THE CHURCH BEING CONFIRMED, AND THOSE OF THE HEATHEN WHO HAVE DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO THE SEARCH AFTER SALVATION WONDERING AND BEING LED TO THE FAITH; AND THE REST SEIZED WITH AMAZEMENT. SO THAT CONFESSION IS BY ALL MEANS NECESSARY.[4] FOR IT IS IN OUR POWER. BUT TO MAKE A DEFENSE FOR OUR FAITH IS NOT UNIVERSALLY NECESSARY. FOR THAT DOES NOT DEPEND ON US. "BUT HE THAT ENDURETH TO THE END SHALL BE SAVED." FOR WHO OF THOSE WHO ARE WISE WOULD NOT CHOOSE TO REIGN IN GOD, AND EVEN TO SERVE? SO, SOME "CONFESS THAT THEY KNOW GOD," ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE; "BUT IN WORKS THEY DENY HIM, BEING ABOMINABLE AND DISOBEDIENT, AND TO EVERY GOOD WORK REPROBATE."[5] AND THESE, THOUGH THEY CONFESS NOTHING BUT THIS, WILL HAVE DONE AT THE END ONE GOOD WORK. THEIR WITNESS, THEN, APPEARS TO BE THE CLEANSING AWAY OF SINS WITH GLORY. FOR INSTANCE, THE SHEPHERD[6] SAYS: "YOU WILL ESCAPE THE ENERGY OF THE WILD BEAST, IF YOUR HEART BECOME PURE AND BLAMELESS." ALSO, THE LORD HIMSELF SAYS: "SATAN HATH DESIRED TO SIFT YOU; BUT I HAVE PRAYED."[7] ALONE, THEREFORE, THE LORD, FOR THE PURIFICATION OF THE MEN WHO PLOTTED AGAINST HIM AND DISBELIEVED HIM, "DRANK THE CUP;" IN IMITATION OF WHOM THE APOSTLES, THAT THEY MIGHT BE IN REALITY GNOSTICS, AND PERFECT, SUFFERED FOR THE CHURCHES WHICH THEY FOUNDED. SO, THEN, ALSO THE GNOSTICS WHO TREAD IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE APOSTLES OUGHT TO BE SINLESS, AND, OUT OF LOVE TO THE LORD, TO LOVE ALSO THEIR BROTHER; SO THAT, IF OCCASION CALL, ENDURING WITHOUT STUMBLING, AFFLICTIONS FOR THE CHURCH, "THEY MAY DRINK THE CUP." THOSE WHO WITNESS IN THEIR LIFE BY DEED, AND AT THE TRIBUNAL BY WORD, WHETHER ENTERTAINING HOPE OR SURMISING FEAR, ARE BETTER THAN THOSE WHO CONFESS SALVATION BY THEIR MOUTH ALONE. BUT IF ONE ASCEND ALSO TO LOVE, HE IS A REALLY BLESSED AND TRUE MARTYR, HAVING CONFESSED PERFECTLY BOTH TO THE COMMANDMENTS AND TO GOD, BY THE LORD; WHOM HAVING LOVED, HE ACKNOWLEDGED A BROTHER, GIVING HIMSELF UP WHOLLY FOR GOD, RESIGNING PLEASANTLY AND LOVINGLY THE MAN WHEN ASKED, LIKE A DEPOSIT.[8] 
CHAP. X. --THOSE WHO OFFERED THEMSELVES FOR MARTYRDOM REPROVED. 
WHEN, AGAIN, HE SAYS, "WHEN THEY PERSECUTE YOU IN THIS CITY, FLEE YE TO THE OTHER,"[1] HE DOES NOT ADVISE FLIGHT, AS IF PERSECUTION WERE AN EVIL THING; NOR DOES HE ENJOIN THEM BY FLIGHT TO AVOID DEATH, AS IF IN DREAD OF IT, BUT WISHES US NEITHER TO BE THE AUTHORS NOR ABETTORS OF ANY EVIL TO ANYONE, EITHER TO OURSELVES OR THE PERSECUTOR AND MURDERER. FOR HE, IN A WAY, BIDS US TAKE CARE OF OURSELVES. BUT HE WHO DISOBEYS IS RASH AND FOOLHARDY. IF HE WHO KILLS A MAN OF GOD SINS AGAINST GOD, HE ALSO WHO PRESENTS HIMSELF BEFORE THE JUDGMENT-SEAT BECOMES GUILTY OF HIS DEATH. AND SUCH IS ALSO THE CASE WITH HIM WHO DOES NOT AVOID PERSECUTION, BUT OUT OF DARING PRESENTS HIMSELF FOR CAPTURE. SUCH A ONE, AS FAR AS IN HIM LIES, BECOMES AN ACCOMPLICE IN THE CRIME OF THE PERSECUTOR. AND IF HE ALSO USES PROVOCATION, HE IS WHOLLY GUILTY, CHALLENGING THE WILD BEAST. AND SIMILARLY, IF HE AFFORDS ANY CAUSE FOR CONFLICT OR PUNISHMENT, OR RETRIBUTION OR ENMITY, HE GIVES OCCASION FOR PERSECUTION. WHEREFORE, THEN, WE ARE ENJOINED NOT TO CLING TO ANYTHING THAT BELONGS TO THIS LIFE; BUT "TO HIM THAT TAKES OUR CLOAK TO GIVE OUR COAT," NOT ONLY THAT WE MAY CONTINUE DESTITUTE OF INORDINATE AFFECTION, BUT THAT WE MAY NOT BY RETALIATING MAKE OUR PERSECUTORS SAVAGE AGAINST OURSELVES, AND STIR THEM UP TO BLASPHEME THE NAME.[2] 
CHAP. XI. --THE OBJECTION, WHY DO YOU SUFFER IF GOD CARES FOR YOU, ANSWERED. 
BUT, SAY THEY, IF GOD CARES FOR YOU, WHY ARE YOU PERSECUTED AND PUT TO DEATH? HAS HE DELIVERED YOU TO THIS? NO, WE DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT THE LORD WISHES US TO BE INVOLVED IN CALAMITIES, BUT THAT HE FORETOLD PROPHETICALLY WHAT WOULD HAPPEN--THAT WE SHOULD BE PERSECUTED FOR HIS NAME'S SAKE, SLAUGHTERED, AND IMPALED. SO THAT IT WAS NOT THAT HE WISHED US TO BE PERSECUTED, BUT HE INTIMATED BEFOREHAND WHAT WE SHALL SUFFER BY THE PREDICTION OF WHAT WOULD TAKE PLACE, TRAINING US TO ENDURANCE, TO WHICH HE PROMISED THE INHERITANCE, ALTHOUGH WE ARE PUNISHED NOT ALONE, BUT ALONG WITH MANY. BUT THOSE, IT IS SAID, BEING MALEFACTORS, ARE RIGHTEOUSLY PUNISHED. ACCORDINGLY, THEY UNWILLINGLY BEAR TESTIMONY TO OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, WE BEING UNJUSTLY PUNISHED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE. BUT THE INJUSTICE OF THE JUDGE DOES NOT AFFECT THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD. FOR THE JUDGE MUST BE MASTER OF HIS OWN OPINION--NOT PULLED BY STRINGS, LIKE INANIMATE MACHINES, SET IN MOTION ONLY BY EXTERNAL CAUSES. ACCORDINGLY, HE IS JUDGED IN RESPECT TO HIS JUDGMENT, AS WE ALSO, IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR CHOICE OF THINGS DESIRABLE, AND OUR ENDURANCE. ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT WRONG, YET THE JUDGE LOOKS ON US AS DOING WRONG, FOR HE NEITHER KNOWS NOR WISHES TO KNOW ABOUT US, BUT IS INFLUENCED BY UNWARRANTED PREJUDICE; WHEREFORE ALSO HE IS JUDGED.[3] ACCORDINGLY THEY PERSECUTE US, NOT FROM THE SUPPOSITION THAT WE ARE WRONG-DOERS. BUT IMAGINING THAT BY THE VERY FACT OF OUR BEING CHRISTIANS WE SIN AGAINST LIFE IN SO CONDUCTING OURSELVES, AND EXHORTING OTHERS TO ADOPT THE LIKE LIFE. BUT WHY ARE YOU NOT HELPED WHEN PERSECUTED? SAY THEY. WHAT WRONG IS DONE US, AS FAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED, IN BEING RELEASED BY DEATH TO GO TO THE LORD, AND SO UNDERGOING A CHANGE OF LIFE, AS IF A CHANGE FROM ONE TIME OF LIFE TO ANOTHER? DID WE THINK RIGHTLY, WE SHOULD FEEL OBLIGED TO THOSE WHO HAVE AFFORDED THE MEANS FOR SPEEDY DEPARTURE, IF IT IS FOR LOVE THAT WE BEAR WITNESS; AND IF NOT, WE SHOULD APPEAR TO THE MULTITUDE TO BE BASE MEN. HAD THEY ALSO KNOWN THE TRUTH, ALL WOULD HAVE BOUNDED ON TO THE WAY, AND THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NO CHOICE. BUT OUR FAITH, BEING THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, REPROVES UNBELIEF. "SHOULD ANYTUS AND MELITUS KILL ME, THEY WILL NOT HURT ME IN THE LEAST; FOR I DO NOT THINK IT RIGHT FOR THE BETTER TO BE HURT BY THE WORSE," [SAYS SOCRATES]. SO THAT EACH ONE OF US MAY WITH CONFIDENCE SAY, "THE LORD IS MY HELPER; I WILL NOT FEAR: WHAT SHALL MAN DO TO ME?"[4] "FOR THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS ARE IN THE HAND OF THE LORD, AND NO PLAGUE SHALL TOUCH THEM."[5] 
CHAP. XII. --BASILIDES' IDEA OF MARTYRDOM REFUTED. 
BASILIDES, IN THE TWENTY-THIRD BOOK OF THE EXEGETICS, RESPECTING THOSE THAT ARE PUNISHED BY MARTYRDOM, EXPRESSES HIMSELF IN THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE: "FOR I SAY THIS, WHOSOEVER FALL UNDER THE AFFLICTIONS MENTIONED, IN CONSEQUENCE OF UNCONSCIOUSLY TRANSGRESSING IN OTHER MATTERS, ARE BROUGHT TO THIS GOOD END BY THE KINDNESS OF HIM WHO BRINGS THEM, BUT ACCUSED ON OTHER GROUNDS; SO THAT THEY MAY NOT SUFFER AS CONDEMNED FOR WHAT ARE OWNED TO BE INIQUITIES, NOR REPROACHED AS THE ADULTERER OR THE MURDERER, BUT BECAUSE THEY ARE CHRISTIANS; WHICH WILL CONSOLE THEM, SO THAT THEY DO NOT APPEAR TO SUFFER. AND IF ONE WHO HAS NOT SINNED AT ALL INCUR SUFFERING--A RARE CASE--YET EVEN HE WILL NOT SUFFER AUGHT THROUGH THE MACHINATIONS OF POWER, BUT WILL SUFFER AS THE CHILD WHICH SEEMS NOT TO HAVE SINNED WOULD SUFFER." THEN FURTHER ON HE ADDS: "AS, THEN, THE CHILD WHICH HAS NOT SINNED BEFORE, OR COMMITTED ACTUAL SIN IN ITSELF, BUT HAS THAT WHICH COMMITTED SIN, WHEN SUBJECTED TO SUFFERING, GETS GOOD, REAPING THE ADVANTAGE OF MANY DIFFICULTIES; SO ALSO, ALTHOUGH A PERFECT MAN MAY NOT HAVE SINNED IN ACT, WHILE HE ENDURES AFFLICTIONS, HE SUFFERS SIMILARLY WITH THE CHILD. HAVING WITHIN HIM THE SINFUL PRINCIPLE, BUT NOT EMBRACING THE OPPORTUNITY OF COMMITTING SIN, HE DOES NOT SIN; SO THAT HE IS NOT TO BE RECKONED AS NOT HAVING SINNED. FOR AS HE WHO WISHES TO COMMIT ADULTERY IS AN ADULTERER, ALTHOUGH HE DOES NOT SUCCEED IN COMMITTING ADULTERY; AND HE THAT WISHES TO COMMIT MURDER IS A MURDERER, ALTHOUGH HE IS UNABLE TO KILL; SO ALSO, IF I SEE THE MAN WITHOUT SIN, WHOM I SPECIFY, SUFFERING, THOUGH HE HAVE DONE NOTHING BAD, I SHOULD CALL HIM BAD, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WISHING TO SIN. FOR I WILL AFFIRM ANYTHING RATHER THAN CALL PROVIDENCE EVIL." THEN, IN CONTINUATION, HE SAYS EXPRESSLY CONCERNING THE LORD, AS CONCERNING MAN: "IF THEN, PASSING FROM ALL THESE OBSERVATIONS, YOU WERE TO PROCEED TO PUT ME TO SHAME BY SAYING, PERCHANCE IMPERSONATING CERTAIN PARTIES, THIS MAN HAS THEN SINNED; FOR THIS MAN HAS SUFFERED; IF YOU PERMIT, I WILL SAY, HE HAS NOT SINNED; BUT WAS LIKE A CHILD SUFFERING. IF YOU WERE TO INSIST MORE URGENTLY, I WOULD SAY, THAT THE MAN YOU NAME IS MAN, BUT THAT GOD IS RIGHTEOUS: ' FOR NO ONE IS PURE,' AS ONE SAID, ' FROM POLLUTION.' "[1] BUT THE HYPOTHESIS OF BASILIDES[2] SAYS THAT THE SOUL, HAVING SINNED BEFORE IN ANOTHER LIFE, ENDURES PUNISHMENT IN THIS--THE ELECT SOUL WITH HONOR BY MARTYRDOM, THE OTHER PURGED BY APPROPRIATE PUNISHMENT. HOW CAN THIS BE TRUE, WHEN THE CONFESSING AND SUFFERING PUNISHMENT OR NOT DEPENDS ON OURSELVES? FOR IN THE CASE OF THE MAN WHO SHALL DENY, PROVIDENCE, AS HELD BY BASILIDES, IS DONE AWAY WITH. I WILL ASK HIM, THEN, IN THE CASE OF A CONFESSOR WHO HAS BEEN ARRESTED, WHETHER HE WILL CONFESS AND BE PUNISHED IN VIRTUE OF PROVIDENCE OR NOT? FOR IN THE CASE OF DENYING HE WILL NOT BE PUNISHED. BUT IF, FOR THE SAKE OF ESCAPING AND EVADING THE NECESSITY OF PUNISHING SUCH A ONE, HE SHALL SAY THAT THE DESTRUCTION OF THOSE WHO SHALL DENY IS OF PROVIDENCE, HE WILL BE A MARTYR AGAINST HIS WILL. AND HOW ANY MORE IS IT THE CASE, THAT THERE IS LAID UP IN HEAVEN THE VERY GLORIOUS RECOMPENSE TO HIM WHO HAS WITNESSED, FOR HIS WITNESSING? IF PROVIDENCE DID NOT PERMIT THE SINNER TO GET THE LENGTH OF SINNING, IT IS UNJUST IN BOTH CASES; BOTH IN NOT RESCUING THE MAN WHO IS DRAGGED TO PUNISHMENT FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, AND IN HAVING RESCUED HIM WHO WISHED TO DO WRONG, HE HAVING DONE IT AS FAR AS VOLITION WAS CONCERNED, BUT [PROVIDENCE] HAVING PREVENTED THE DEED, AND UNJUSTLY FAVORED THE SINNER. AND HOW IMPIOUS, IN DEIFYING THE DEVIL, AND IN DARING TO CALL THE LORD A SINFUL MAN! FOR THE [FEMALE] DEVIL [VICTORIA AS BABYLON] TEMPTING US, KNOWING WHAT WE ARE, BUT NOT KNOWING IF WE WILL HOLD OUT, BUT WISHING TO DISLODGE US FROM THE FAITH, ATTEMPTS ALSO TO BRING US INTO SUBJECTION TO HIMSELF. WHICH IS ALL THAT IS ALLOWED TO HIM, PARTLY FROM THE NECESSITY OF SAVING US, WHO HAVE TAKEN OCCASION FROM THE COMMANDMENT, FROM OURSELVES; PARTLY FOR THE CONFUSION OF HIM WHO HAS TEMPTED AND FAILED; FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH, AND THE CONSCIENCE OF THOSE WHO ADMIRE THE CONSTANCY [DISPLAYED]. BUT IF MARTYRDOM BE RETRIBUTION BY WAY OF PUNISHMENT, THEN ALSO FAITH AND DOCTRINE, ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH MARTYRDOM COMES, ARE CO-OPERATORS IN PUNISHMENT--THAN WHICH, WHAT OTHER ABSURDITY COULD BE GREATER? BUT WITH REFERENCE TO THESE DOGMAS, WHETHER THE SOUL IS CHANGED TO ANOTHER BODY, ALSO OF THE DEVIL, AT THE PROPER TIME MENTION WILL BE MADE. BUT AT PRESENT, TO WHAT HAS BEEN ALREADY SAID, LET US ADD THE FOLLOWING: WHERE ANY MORE IS FAITH IN THE RETRIBUTION OF SINS COMMITTED BEFORE MARTYRDOM TAKES PLACE? AND WHERE IS LOVE TO GOD, WHICH IS PERSECUTED AND ENDURES FOR THE TRUTH? AND WHERE IS THE PRAISE OF HIM WHO HAS CONFESSED, OR THE CENSURE OF HIM WHO HAS DENIED? AND FOR WHAT USE IS RIGHT CONDUCT, THE MORTIFICATION OF THE LUSTS, AND THE HATING OF NO CREATURE? BUT IF, AS BASILIDES HIMSELF SAYS, WE SUPPOSE ONE PART OF THE DECLARED WILL OF GOD TO BE THE LOVING OF ALL THINGS BECAUSE ALL THINGS BEAR A RELATION TO THE WHOLE, AND ANOTHER "NOT TO LUST AFTER ANYTHING," AND A THIRD "NOT TO HATE ANYTHING," BY THE WILL OF GOD THESE ALSO WILL BE PUNISHMENTS, WHICH IT WERE IMPIOUS TO THINK. FOR NEITHER DID THE LORD SUFFER BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER, NOR ARE THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED BY THE WILL OF GOD; SINCE EITHER OF TWO THINGS IS THE CASE: EITHER PERSECUTION IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE WILL OF GOD IS A GOOD THING, OR THOSE WHO DECREE AND AFFLICT ARE GUILTLESS. BUT NOTHING IS WITHOUT THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE LORD OF THE UNIVERSE. IT REMAINS TO SAY THAT SUCH THINGS HAPPEN WITHOUT THE PREVENTION OF GOD; FOR THESE ALONE SAVES BOTH THE PROVIDENCE AND THE GOODNESS OF GOD. WE MUST NOT THEREFORE THINK THAT HE ACTIVELY PRODUCES AFFLICTIONS (FAR BE IT THAT WE SHOULD THINK THIS!); BUT WE MUST BE PERSUADED THAT HE DOES NOT PREVENT THOSE THAT CAUSE THEM, BUT OVERRULES FOR GOOD THE CRIMES OF HIS ENEMIES: "I WILL THEREFORE," HE SAYS, "DESTROY THE WALL, AND IT SHALL BE FOR TREADING UNDER FOOT."[3] PROVIDENCE BEING A DISCIPLINARY ART;[4] IN THE CASE OF OTHERS FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL'S SINS, AND IN THE CASE OF THE LORD AND HIS APOSTLES FOR OURS. TO THIS POINT SAYS THE DIVINE APOSTLE: "FOR THIS IS THE WILL OF GOD, EVEN YOUR SANCTIFICATION, THAT YE ABSTAIN FROM FORNICATION: THAT EACH ONE OF YOU SHOULD KNOW HOW TO POSSESS HIS VESSEL IN SANCTIFICATION AND HONOR; NOT IN THE LUST OF CONCUPISCENCE, AS THE GENTILES WHO KNOW NOT THE LORD: THAT NONE OF YOU SHOULD OVERREACH OR TAKE ADVANTAGE OF HIS BROTHER IN ANY MATTER; BECAUSE THE LORD IS THE AVENGER IN RESPECT OF ALL SUCH, AS WE ALSO TOLD YOU BEFORE, AND TESTIFIED. FOR GOD HATH NOT CALLED US UNTO UNCLEANNESS, BUT TO HOLINESS. WHEREFORE HE THAT DESPISETH, DESPISETH NOT MAN, BUT GOD, WHO HATH ALSO GIVEN HIS HOLY SPIRIT TO YOU."[1] WHEREFORE THE LORD WAS NOT PROHIBITED FROM THIS SANCTIFICATION OF OURS. IF, THEN, ONE OF THEM WERE TO SAY, IN REPLY, THAT THE MARTYR IS PUNISHED FOR SINS COMMITTED BEFORE THIS EMBODYING, AND THAT HE WILL AGAIN REAP THE FRUIT OF HIS CONDUCT IN THIS LIFE, FOR THAT SUCH ARE THE ARRANGEMENTS OF THE [DIVINE ADMINISTRATION], WE SHALL ASK HIM IF THE RETRIBUTION TAKES PLACE BY PROVIDENCE. FOR IF IT BE NOT OF THE DIVINE ADMINISTRATION, THE ECONOMY OF EXPIATIONS IS GONE, AND THEIR HYPOTHESIS FALLS TO THE GROUND; BUT IF EXPIATIONS ARE BY PROVIDENCE, PUNISHMENTS ARE BY PROVIDENCE TOO. BUT PROVIDENCE, ALTHOUGH IT BEGINS, SO TO SPEAK, TO MOVE WITH THE RULER, YET IS IMPLANTED IN SUBSTANCES ALONG WITH THEIR ORIGIN BY THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE. SUCH BEING THE CASE, THEY MUST CONFESS EITHER THAT PUNISH-MERIT IS NOT JUST, AND THOSE WHO CONDEMN AND PERSECUTE THE MARTYRS DO RIGHT, OR THAT PERSECUTIONS EVEN ARE WROUGHT BY THE WILL OF GOD. LABOR AND FEAR ARE NOT, THEN, AS THEY SAY, INCIDENT TO AFFAIRS AS RUST TO IRON, BUT COME UPON THE SOUL THROUGH ITS OWN WILL. AND ON THESE POINTS, THERE IS MUCH TO SAY, WHICH WILL BE RESERVED FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION, TAKING THEM UP IN DUE COURSE. 
CHAP. XIII. --VALENTINIAN'S VAGARIES ABOUT THE ABOLITION OF DEATH REFUTED. 
VALENTINIAN, IN A HOMILY, WRITES IN THESE WORDS: "YE ARE ORIGINALLY IMMORTAL, AND CHILDREN OF ETERNAL LIFE, AND YE WOULD HAVE DEATH DISTRIBUTED TO YOU, THAT YE MAY SPEND AND LAVISH IT, AND THAT DEATH MAY DIE IN YOU AND BY YOU; FOR WHEN WE DISSOLVE THE WORLD, AND ARE NOT YOURSELVES DISSOLVED, YE HAVE DOMINION OVER CREATION AND ALL CORRUPTION." FOR HE ALSO, SIMILARLY WITH BASILIDES, SUPPOSES A CLASS SAVED BY NATURE, AND THAT THIS DIFFERENT RACE HAS COME HITHER TO US FROM ABOVE FOR THE ABOLITION OF DEATH, AND THAT THE ORIGIN OF DEATH IS THE WORK OF THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD. WHEREFORE ALSO HE SO EXPOUNDS THAT SCRIPTURE, "NO MAN SHALL SEE THE FACE OF GOD, AND LIVE," AS IF HE WERE THE CAUSE OF DEATH. RESPECTING THIS GOD, HE MAKES THOSE ALLUSIONS WHEN WRITING IN THESE EXPRESSIONS: "AS MUCH AS THE IMAGE IS INFERIOR TO THE LIVING FACE, SO MUCH IS THE WORLD INFERIOR TO THE LIVING AEON. WHAT IS, THEN, THE CAUSE OF THE IMAGE? THE MAJESTY OF THE FACE, WHICH EXHIBITS THE FIGURE TO THE PAINTER, TO BE HONORED BY HIS NAME; FOR THE FORM IS NOT FOUND EXACTLY TO THE LIFE, BUT THE NAME SUPPLIES WHAT IS WANTING IN THE EFFIGY. THE INVISIBILITY OF GOD CO-OPERATES ALSO IN ORDER TO THE FAITH OF THAT WHICH HAS BEEN FASHIONED." FOR THE CREATOR, CALLED GOD AND FATHER, HE DESIGNATED AS "PAINTER," AND "WISDOM," WHOSE IMAGE THAT WHICH IS FORMED IS, TO THE GLORY OF THE INVISIBLE ONE; SINCE THE THINGS WHICH PROCEED FROM A PAIR ARE COMPLEMENTS, AND THOSE WHICH PROCEED FROM ONE ARE IMAGES. BUT SINCE WHAT IS SEEN IS NO PART OF HIM, THE SOUL COMES FROM WHAT IS INTERMEDIATE, WHICH IS DIFFERENT; AND THIS IS THE INSPIRATION OF THE DIFFERENT SPIRIT, AND GENERALLY WHAT IS BREATHED INTO THE SOUL, WHICH IS THE IMAGE OF THE SPIRIT. AND IN GENERAL, WHAT IS SAID OF THE CREATOR, WHO WAS MADE ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE, THEY SAY WAS FORETOLD BY A SENSIBLE IMAGE IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS RESPECTING THE ORIGIN OF MAN; AND THE LIKENESS THEY TRANSFER TO THEMSELVES, TEACHING THAT THE ADDITION OF THE DIFFERENT SPIRIT WAS MADE; UNKNOWN TO THE CREATOR. WHEN, THEN, WE TREAT OF THE UNITY OF THE GOD WHO IS PROCLAIMED IN THE LAW, THE PROPHETS, AND THE GOSPEL, WE SHALL ALSO DISCUSS THIS; FOR THE TOPIC IS SUPREME.[2] BUT WE MUST ADVANCE TO THAT WHICH IS URGENT. IF FOR THE PURPOSE OF DOING AWAY WITH DEATH THE PECULIAR RACE HAS COME, IT IS NOT CHRIST WHO HAS ABOLISHED DEATH, UNLESS HE ALSO IS SAID TO BE OF THE SAME ESSENCE WITH THEM. AND IF HE ABOLISHED IT TO THIS END, THAT IT MIGHT NOT TOUCH THE PECULIAR RACE, IT IS NOT THESE, THE RIVALS OF THE CREATOR, WHO BREATHE INTO THE IMAGE OF THEIR INTERMEDIATE SPIRIT THE LIFE FROM ABOVE--IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRINCIPLE OF THEIR DOGMA--THAT ABOLISH DEATH. BUT SHOULD THEY SAY THAT THIS TAKES PLACE BY HIS MOTHER,[3] OR SHOULD THEY SAY THAT THEY, ALONG WITH CHRIST, WAR AGAINST DEATH, LET THEM OWN THEIR SECRET DOGMA THAT THEY HAVE THE HARDIHOOD TO ASSAIL THE DIVINE POWER OF THE CREATOR, BY SETTING TO RIGHTS HIS CREATION, AS IF THEY WERE SUPERIOR, ENDEAVORING TO SAVE THE VITAL IMAGE WHICH HE WAS NOT ABLE TO RESCUE FROM CORRUPTION. THEN THE LORD WOULD BE SUPERIOR TO GOD THE CREATOR; FOR THE SON WOULD NEVER CONTEND WITH THE FATHER, ESPECIALLY AMONG THE GODS. BUT THE POINT THAT THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, THE OMNIPOTENT LORD, IS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE SON [JESUS OR ENOCH], WE HAVE DEFERRED TILL THE DISCUSSION OF THESE POINTS, IN WHICH WE HAVE UNDERTAKEN TO DISPUTE AGAINST THE HERESIES, SHOWING THAT HE ALONE IS THE GOD PROCLAIMED BY HIM. BUT THE APOSTLE, WRITING TO US WITH REFERENCE TO THE ENDURANCE OF AFFLICTIONS, SAYS, "AND THIS IS OF GOD, THAT IT IS GIVEN TO YOU ON BEHALF OF CHRIST, NOT ONLY TO BELIEVE ON HIM, BUT ALSO TO SUFFER FOR HIS SAKE; HAVING THE SAME CONFLICT WHICH YE SAW IN ME, AND NOW HEAR TO BE IN ME. IF THERE IS THEREFORE ANY CONSOLATION IN CHRIST, IF ANY COMFORT OF LOVE, IF ANY COMMUNION OF SPIRIT, IF ANY BOWELS AND MERCIES, FULFIL YE MY JOY, THAT YE MAY BE OF THE SAME MIND, HAVING THE SAME LOVE, UNANIMOUS, THINKING ONE THING. AND IF HE IS OFFERED ON THE SACRIFICE AND SERVICE OF FAITH, JOYING AND REJOICING"[1] WITH THE PHILIPPIANS, TO WHOM THE APOSTLE SPEAKS, CALLING THEM "FELLOW-PARTAKERS OF JOY,"[2] HOW DOES HE SAY THAT THEY ARE OF ONE SOUL, AND HAVING A SOUL? LIKEWISE, ALSO, WRITING RESPECTING TIMOTHY AND HIMSELF, HE SAYS, "FOR I HAVE NO ONE LIKE-SOULED, WHO WILL NOBLY CARE FOR YOUR STATE. FOR ALL SEEK THEIR OWN, NOT THE-THINGS WHICH ARE JESUS CHRIST'S."[3] LET NOT THE ABOVE-MENTIONED PEOPLE, THEN, CALL US, BY WAY OF REPROACH, "NATURAL MEN" (YUKIKOI), NOR THE PHRYGIANS[4] EITHER; FOR THESE NOW CALL THOSE WHO DO NOT APPLY THEMSELVES TO THE NEW PROPHECY "NATURAL MEN" (YUKIKOI), WITH WHOM WE SHALL DISCUSS IN OUR REMARKS ON "PROPHECY."[5] THE PERFECT MAN OUGHT THEREFORE TO PRACTICE LOVE, AND THENCE TO HASTE TO THE DIVINE FRIENDSHIP, FULFILLING THE COMMANDMENTS FROM LOVE. AND LOVING ONE'S ENEMIES DOES NOT MEAN LOVING WICKEDNESS, OR IMPIETY, OR ADULTERY, OR THEFT; BUT THE THIEF, THE IMPIOUS, THE ADULTERER, NOT AS FAR AS HE SINS, AND IN RESPECT OF THE ACTIONS BY WHICH HE STAINS THE NAME OF MAN, BUT AS HE IS A MAN, AND THE WORK OF GOD. ASSUREDLY SIN IS AN ACTIVITY, NOT AN EXISTENCE: AND THEREFORE, IT IS NOT A WORK OF GOD. NOW SINNERS ARE CALLED ENEMIES OF GOD--ENEMIES, THAT IS, OF THE COMMANDS WHICH THEY DO NOT OBEY, AS THOSE WHO OBEY BECOME FRIENDS, THE ONE NAMED SO FROM THEIR FELLOWSHIP, THE OTHERS FROM THEIR ESTRANGEMENT, WHICH IS THE RESULT OF FREE CHOICE; FOR THERE IS NEITHER ENMITY NOR SIN WITHOUT THE ENEMY AND THE SINNER. AND THE COMMAND "TO COVET NOTHING," NOT AS IF THE THINGS TO BE DESIRED DID NOT BELONG TO US, DOES NOT TEACH US NOT TO ENTERTAIN DESIRE, AS THOSE SUPPOSE WHO TEACH THAT THE CREATOR IS DIFFERENT FROM THE FIRST GOD, NOT AS IF CREATION WAS LOATHSOME AND BAD (FOR SUCH OPINIONS ARE IMPIOUS). BUT WE SAY THAT THE THINGS OF THE WORLD ARE NOT OUR OWN, NOT AS IF THEY WERE MONSTROUS, NOT AS IF THEY DID NOT BELONG TO GOD, THE LORD OF THE UNIVERSE, BUT BECAUSE WE DO NOT CONTINUE AMONG THEM FOR EVER; BEING, IN RESPECT OF POSSESSION, NOT OURS, AND PASSING FROM ONE TO ANOTHER IN SUCCESSION; BUT BELONGING TO US, FOR WHOM THEY WERE MADE IN RESPECT OF USE, SO LONG AS IT IS NECESSARY TO CONTINUE WITH THEM. IN ACCORDANCE, THEREFORE, WITH NATURAL APPETITE, THINGS DISALLOWED ARE TO BE USED RIGHTLY, AVOIDING ALL EXCESS AND INORDINATE AFFECTION. 
CHAP. XIV. --THE LOVE OF ALL, EVEN OF OUR ENEMIES. 
HOW GREAT ALSO IS BENIGNITY! "LOVE YOUR ENEMIES," IT IS SAID, "BLESS THEM WHO CURSE YOU, AND PRAY FOR THEM WHO DESPITEFULLY USE YOU,"[6] AND THE LIKE; TO WHICH IT IS ADDED, "THAT YE MAY BE THE CHILDREN OF YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN," IN ALLUSION TO RESEMBLANCE TO GOD. AGAIN, IT IS SAID, "AGREE WITH THINE ADVERSARY QUICKLY, WHILST THOU ART IN THE WAY WITH HIM."[7] THE ADVERSARY IS NOT THE BODY, AS SOME WOULD HAVE IT, BUT THE DEVIL, AND THOSE ASSIMILATED TO HIM, WHO WALKS ALONG WITH US IN THE PERSON OF MEN, WHO EMULATE HIS DEEDS IN THIS EARTHLY LIFE. IT IS INEVITABLE, THEN, THAT THOSE WHO CONFESS THEMSELVES TO BELONG TO CHRIST, BUT FIND THEMSELVES IN THE MIDST OF THE DEVIL'S WORKS, SUFFER THE MOST HOSTILE TREATMENT. FOR IT IS WRITTEN, "LOST HE DELIVER THEE TO THE JUDGE, AND THE JUDGE DELIVER THEE TO THE OFFICERS OF SATAN'S KINGDOM." "FOR I AM PERSUADED THAT NEITHER DEATH," THROUGH THE ASSAULT OF PERSECUTORS, "NOR LIFE" IN THIS WORLD, "NOR ANGELS," THE APOSTATE ONES, " NOR POWERS" (AND SATAN'S POWER IS THE LIFE WHICH HE CHOSE, FOR SUCH ARE THE POWERS AND PRINCIPALITIES OF DARKNESS BELONGING TO HIM), "NOR THINGS PRESENT," AMID WHICH WE EXIST DURING THE TIME OF LIFE, AS THE HOPE ENTERTAINED BY THE SOLDIER, AND THE MERCHANT'S GAIN, "NOR HEIGHT, NOR DEPTH, NOR ANY OTHER CREATURE," IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE ENERGY PROPER TO A MAN,--OPPOSES THE FAITH OF HIM WHO ACTS ACCORDING TO FREE CHOICE. "CREATURE" IS SYNONYMOUS WITH ACTIVITY, BEING OUR WORK, AND SUCH ACTIVITY "SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD, WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD."[8] YOU HAVE GOT A COMPENDIOUS ACCOUNT OF THE GNOSTIC MARTYR. 
CHAP. XV. --ON AVOIDING OFFENCE. 
"WE KNOW THAT WE ALL HAVE KNOWLEDGE"--COMMON KNOWLEDGE IN COMMON THINGS, AND THE KNOWLEDGE THAT THERE IS ONE GOD. FOR HE WAS WRITING TO BELIEVERS; WHENCE HE ADDS, "BUT KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS) IS NOT IN ALL," BEING COMMUNICATED TO FEW. AND THERE ARE THOSE WHO SAY THAT THE KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THINGS SACRIFICED TO IDOLS IS NOT PROMULGATED AMONG ALL, "LEST OUR LIBERTY PROVE A STUMBLING- BLOCK TO THE WEAK. FOR BY THY KNOWLEDGE HE THAT IS WEAK IS DESTROYED. "[1] SHOULD THEY SAY, "WHATSOEVER IS SOLD IN THE SHAMBLES, OUGHT THAT TO BE BOUGHT?" ADDING, BY WAY OF INTERROGATION, "ASKING NO QUESTIONS,"[2] AS IF EQUIVALENT TO "ASKING QUESTIONS," THEY GIVE A RIDICULOUS INTERPRETATION. FOR THE APOSTLE SAYS, "ALL OTHER THINGS BUY OUT OF THE SHAMBLES, ASKING NO QUESTIONS," WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE THINGS MENTIONED IN THE CATHOLIC EPISTLE OF ALL THE APOSTLES,[3] "WITH THE CONSENT OF THE HOLY GHOST," WHICH IS WRITTEN IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, AND CONVEYED TO THE FAITHFUL BY THE HANDS OF PAUL HIMSELF. FOR THEY INTIMATED "THAT THEY MUST OF NECESSITY ABSTAIN FROM THINGS OFFERED TO IDOLS, AND FROM BLOOD, AND FROM THINGS STRANGLED, AND FROM FORNICATION, FROM WHICH KEEPING THEMSELVES, THEY SHOULD DO WELL." IT IS A DIFFERENT MATTER, THEN, WHICH IS EXPRESSED BY THE APOSTLE: "HAVE WE NOT POWER TO EAT AND TO DRINK? HAVE WE NOT POWER TO LEAD ABOUT A SISTER, A WIFE, AS THE REST OF THE APOSTLES, AS THE BRETHREN OF THE LORD AND CEPHAS? BUT WE HAVE NOT USED THIS POWER," HE SAYS, "BUT BEAR ALL THINGS, LEST WE SHOULD OCCASION HINDRANCE TO THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST;" NAMELY, BY BEARING ABOUT BURDENS, WHEN IT WAS NECESSARY TO BE UNTRAMMELLED FOR ALL THINGS; OR TO BECOME AN EXAMPLE TO THOSE WHO WISH TO EXERCISE TEMPERANCE, NOT ENCOURAGING EACH OTHER TO EAT GREEDILY OF WHAT IS SET BEFORE US, AND NOT TO CONSORT INCONSIDERATELY WITH WOMAN. AND ESPECIALLY IS IT INCUMBENT ON THOSE ENTRUSTED WITH SUCH A DISPENSATION TO EXHIBIT TO DISCIPLES A PURE EXAMPLE. "FOR THOUGH I BE FREE FROM ALL MEN, I HAVE MADE MYSELF SERVANT TO ALL," IT IS SAID, "THAT I MIGHT GAIN ALL. AND EVERY ONE THAT STRIVETH FOR MASTERY IS TEMPERATE IN ALL THINGS."[4] "BUT THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S, AND THE FULNESS THEREOF."[5] FOR CONSCIENCE' SAKE, THEN, WE ARE TO ABSTAIN FROM WHAT WE OUGHT TO ABSTAIN. "CONSCIENCE, I SAY, NOT HIS OWN," FOR IT IS ENDUED WITH KNOWLEDGE, "BUT THAT OF THE OTHER," LEST HE BE TRAINED BADLY, AND BY IMITATING IN IGNORANCE WHAT HE KNOWS NOT, HE BECOME A DESPISER INSTEAD OF A STRONG-MINDED MAN. "FOR WHY IS MY LIBERTY JUDGED OF BY ANOTHER CONSCIENCE? FOR IF I BY GRACE AM A PARTAKER, WHY AM I EVIL SPOKEN OF FOR THAT FOR WHICH I GIVE THANKS? WHATEVER YE DO, DO ALL TO THE GLORY OF GOD "[6] WHAT YOU ARE COMMANDED TO DO BY THE RULE OF FAITH. 
CHAP. XVI. --PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE RESPECTING THE CONSTANCY, PATIENCE, AND LOVE OF THE MARTYRS. 
"WITH THE HEART MAN BELIEVETH UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND WITH THE MOUTH CONFESSION IS MADE UNTO SALVATION. WHEREFORE THE SCRIPTURE SAITH, WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH ON HIM SHALL NOT BE ASHAMED; THAT IS, THE WORD OF FAITH WHICH WE PREACH: FOR IF THOU CONFESS THE WORD WITH THY MOUTH THAT JESUS IS LORD, AND BELIEVE IN THY HEART THAT GOD HATH RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD, THOU SHALT BE SAVED."[7] THERE IS CLEARLY DESCRIBED THE PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS, FULFILLED BOTH IN PRACTICE AND CONTEMPLATION. WHEREFORE WE ARE "TO BLESS THOSE WHO PERSECUTE US. BLESS, AND CURSE NOT."[8] " FOR OUR REJOICING IS THIS, THE TESTIMONY OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE, THAT IN HOLINESS AND SINCERITY WE KNOW GOD" BY THIS INCONSIDERABLE INSTANCE EXHIBITING THE WORK OF LOVE, THAT "NOT IN FLESHLY WISDOM, BUT BY THE GRACE OF GOD, WE HAVE HAD OUR CONVERSATION IN THE WORLD."[9] SO FAR THE APOSTLE RESPECTING KNOWLEDGE; AND IN THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS HE CALLS THE COMMON "TEACHING OF FAITH" THE SAVOUR OF KNOWLEDGE. "FOR UNTO THIS DAY THE SAME VEIL REMAINS ON MANY IN THE READING OF THE OLD TESTAMENT,"[10] NOT BEING UNCOVERED BY TURNING TO THE LORD. WHEREFORE ALSO TO THOSE CAPABLE OF PERCEIVING HE SHOWED RESURRECTION, THAT OF THE LIFE STILL IN THE FLESH, CREEPING ON ITS BELLY. WHENCE ALSO HE APPLIED THE NAME "BROOD OF VIPERS" TO THE VOLUPTUOUS, WHO SERVE THE BELLY AND THE PUDENDA, AND CUT OFF ONE ANOTHER'S HEADS FOR THE SAKE OF WORLDLY PLEASURES. "LITTLE CHILDREN, LET US NOT LOVE IN WORD, OR IN TONGUE," SAYS JOHN, TEACHING THEM TO BE PERFECT, "BUT IN DEED AND IN TRUTH; HEREBY SHALL WE KNOW THAT WE ARE OF THE TRUTH."[11] AND IF "GOD BE LOVE," PIETY ALSO IS LOVE: "THERE IS NO FEAR IN LOVE; BUT PERFECT LOVE CASTETH OUT FEAR."[12] "THIS IS THE LOVE OF GOD, THAT WE KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS."[13] AND AGAIN, TO HIM WHO DESIRES TO BECOME A GNOSTIC, IT IS WRITTEN, "BUT BE THOU AN EXAMPLE OF THE BELIEVERS, IN WORD, IN CONVERSATION, IN LOVE, IN FAITH, IN PURITY."[14] FOR PERFECTION IN FAITH DIFFERS, I THINK, FROM ORDINARY FAITH. AND THE DIVINE APOSTLE FURNISHES THE RULE FOR THE GNOSTIC IN THESE WORDS, WRITING AS FOLLOWS: "FOR I HAVE LEARNED, IN WHATSOEVER STATE I AM, TO BE CONTENT. I KNOW BOTH HOW TO BE ABASED, AND I KNOW HOW TO ABOUND. EVERYWHERE AND IN ALL THINGS, I AM INSTRUCTED BOTH TO BE FULL AND TO BE HUNGRY, BOTH TO ABOUND AND TO LACK. I CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH HIM WHO STRENGTHENETH ME."[15] AND ALSO WHEN DISCUSSING WITH OTHERS IN ORDER TO PUT THEM, TO SHAME, HE DOES NOT SHRINK FROM SAYING, "BUT CALL TO MIND THE FORMER DAYS, IN WHICH, AFTER YE WERE ILLUMINATED, YE ENDURED A GREAT FIGHT OF AFFLICTIONS; PARTLY, WHILST YE WERE MADE A GAZING- STOCK, BOTH BY REPROACHES AND AFFLICTIONS; AND PARTLY, WHILST YE BECAME COMPANIONS OF THEM THAT WERE SO USED. FOR YE HAD COMPASSION OF ME IN MY BONDS, AND TOOK WITH JOY THE SPOILING OF YOUR GOODS, KNOWING THAT YOU HAVE A BETTER AND ENDURING SUBSTANCE. CAST NOT AWAY THEREFORE YOUR CONFIDENCE, WHICH HATH GREAT RECOMPENSE OF REWARD. FOR YE HAVE NEED OF PATIENCE, THAT, AFTER DOING THE WILL OF GOD, YE MAY OBTAIN THE PROMISE. FOR YET A LITTLE WHILE, AND HE THAT COMETH WILL COME, AND WILL NOT TARRY. NOW THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH: AND IF ANY MAN DRAW BACK, MY SOUL SHALL HAVE NO PLEASURE IN HIM. BUT WE ARE NOT OF THEM THAT DRAW BACK UNTO PERDITION, BUT OF THEM THAT BELIEVE TO THE SAVING OF THE SOUL."[1] HE THEN BRINGS FORWARD A SWARM OF DIVINE EXAMPLES. FOR WAS IT NOT "BY FAITH," HE SAYS, THIS ENDURANCE, THAT THEY ACTED NOBLY WHO "HAD TRIAL OF MOCKERIES AND SCOURGINGS, AND, MOREOVER, OF BONDS AND IMPRISONMENTS? THEY WERE STONED, THEY WERE TEMPTED, WERE SLAIN WITH THE SWORD. THEY WANDERED ABOUT IN SHEEP-SKINS AND GOAT-SKINS, BEING DESTITUTE, AFFLICTED, TORMENTED, OF WHOM THE WORLD WAS NOT WORTHY. THEY WANDERED IN DESERTS, IN MOUNTAINS, IN DENS, AND CAVES OF THE EARTH. AND ALL HAVING RECEIVED A GOOD REPORT, THROUGH FAITH, RECEIVED NOT THE PROMISE OF GOD" (WHAT IS EXPRESSED BY A PARASIOPESIS IS LEFT TO BE UNDERSTOOD, VIZ., "ALONE "). HE ADDS ACCORDINGLY, "GOD HAVING PROVIDED SOME BETTER THING FOR US (FOR HE WAS GOOD), THAT THEY SHOULD NOT WITHOUT US BE MADE PERFECT. WHEREFORE ALSO, HAVING ENCOMPASSING US SUCH A CLOUD," HOLY AND TRANSPARENT, "OF WITNESSES, LAYING ASIDE EVERY WEIGHT, AND THE SIN WHICH DOTH SO EASILY BESET US, LET US RUN WITH PATIENCE THE RACE SET BEFORE US, LOOKING UNTO JESUS, THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH."[2] SINCE, THEN, HE SPECIFIES ONE SALVATION IN CHRIST OF THE RIGHTEOUS,[3] AND OF US HE HAS EXPRESSED THE FORMER UNAMBIGUOUSLY, AND SAYING NOTHING LESS RESPECTING MOSES, ADDS, "ESTEEMING THE REPROACH OF CHRIST GREATER RICHES THAN THE TREASURES OF EGYPT: FOR HE HAD RESPECT TO THE RECOMPENSE OF THE REWARD. BY FAITH HE FORSOOK EGYPT, NOT FEARING THE WRATH OF THE KING: FOR HE ENDURED AS SEEING HIM WHO IS INVISIBLE."[4] THE DIVINE WISDOM SAYS OF THE MARTYRS, "THEY SEEMED IN THE EYES OF THE FOOLISH TO DIE, AND THEIR DEPARTURE WAS RECKONED A CALAMITY, AND THEIR MIGRATION FROM US AN AFFLICTION. BUT THEY ARE IN PEACE. FOR THOUGH IN THE SIGHT OF MEN THEY WERE PUNISHED, THEIR HOPE WAS FULL OF IMMORTALITY."[5] HE THEN ADDS, TEACHING MARTYRDOM TO BE A GLORIOUS PURIFICATION, "AND BEING CHASTENED A LITTLE, THEY SHALL BE BENEFITED MUCH; BECAUSE GOD PROVED THEM," THAT IS, SUFFERED THEM TO BE TRIED, TO PUT THEM TO THE PROOF, AND TO PUT TO SHAME THE AUTHOR OF THEIR TRIAL, "AND FOUND THEM WORTHY OF HIMSELF," PLAINLY TO BE CALLED SONS. "AS GOLD IN THE FURNACE HE PROVED THEM, AND AS A WHOLE BURNED-OFFERING OF SACRIFICE HE ACCEPTED THEM. AND IN THE TIME OF THEIR VISITATION THEY WILL SHINE FORTH, EVEN AS SPARKS RUN ALONG THE STUBBLE. THEY SHALL JUDGE THE NATIONS, AND RULE OVER THE PEOPLES, AND THE LORD SHALL REIGN OVER THEM FOREVER."[6] 
CHAP. XVII. --PASSAGES FROM CLEMENT'S EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS ON MARTYRDOM. 
MOREOVER, IN THE EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, THE APOSTLE[7] CLEMENT ALSO, DRAWING A PICTURE OF THE GNOSTIC, SAYS:[8] "FOR WHO THAT HAS SOJOURNED AMONG YOU HAS NOT PROVED YOUR PERFECT AND FIRM FAITH? AND HAS NOT ADMIRED YOUR SOUND AND GENTLE PIETY? AND HAS NOT CELEBRATED THE MUNIFICENT STYLE OF YOUR HOSPITALITY? AND HAS NOT FELICITATED YOUR COMPLETE AND SURE KNOWLEDGE? FOR YE DID ALL THINGS IMPARTIALLY, AND WALKED IN THE ORDINANCES OF GOD;" AND SO FORTH. THEN MORE CLEARLY: "LET US FIX OUR EYES ON THOSE WHO HAVE YIELDED PERFECT SERVICE TO HIS MAGNIFICENT GLORY. LET US TAKE ENOCH, WHO, BEING BY HIS OBEDIENCE FOUND RIGHTEOUS, WAS TRANSLATED; AND NOAH, WHO, HAVING BELIEVED, WAS SAVED; AND ABRAHAM, WHO FOR HIS FAITH AND HOSPITALITY WAS CALLED THE FRIEND OF GOD, AND WAS THE FATHER OF ISAAC." "FOR HOSPITALITY AND PIETY, LOT WAS SAVED FROM SODOM." "FOR FAITH AND HOSPITALITY, RAHAB THE HARLOT WAS SAVED." "FROM PATIENCE AND FAITH, THEY WALKED ABOUT IN GOAT-SKINS, AND SHEEP-SKINS, AND FOLDS OF CAMELS' HAIR, PROCLAIMING THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST. WE NAME HIS PROPHETS ELIAS, AND ELISEUS, AND EZEKIEL, AND JOHN." "FOR ABRAHAM, WHO FOR HIS FREE FAITH WAS CALLED ' THE FRIEND OF GOD,' WAS NOT ELATED BY GLORY, BUT MODESTLY SAID, 'I AM DUST AND ASHES.'[9] AND OF JOB IT IS THUS WRITTEN: ' JOB WAS JUST AND BLAMELESS, TRUE AND PIOUS, ABSTAINING FROM ALL EVIL.'"[10] HE IT WAS WHO OVERCAME THE TEMPTER BY PATIENCE, AND AT ONCE TESTIFIED AND WAS TESTIFIED TO BY GOD; WHO KEEPS HOLD OF HUMILITY, AND SAYS, "NO ONE IS PURE FROM DEFILEMENT, NOT EVEN IF HIS LIFE WERE BUT FOR ONE DAY."[11] "MOSES, 'THE SERVANT WHO WAS FAITHFUL IN ALL HIS HOUSE,' SAID TO HIM WHO UTTERED THE ORACLES FROM THE BUSH,' WHO AM I, THAT THOU SENDEST ME? I AM SLOW OF SPEECH, AND OF A STAMMERING TONGUE,' TO MINISTER THE VOICE OF GOD IN HUMAN SPEECH. AND AGAIN: ' I AM SMOKE FROM A POT.'" "FOR GOD RESISTETH THE PROUD, BUT GIVETH GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."[1] "DAVID TOO, OF WHOM THE LORD, TESTIFYING, SAYS, 'I FOUND A MAN AFTER MY OWN HEART, DAVID THE SON OF JESSE. WITH MY HOLY OIL I ANOINTED HIM.'[2] BUT HE ALSO SAYS TO GOD, 'PITY ME, O GOD, ACCORDING TO THY MERCY; AND ACCORDING TO THE MULTITUDE OF THY TENDER MERCIES, BLOT OUT MY TRANSGRESSION. WASH ME THOROUGHLY FROM MINE INIQUITY, AND CLEANSE ME FROM MY SIN. FOR I KNOW MY TRANSGRESSION, AND MY SIN IS EVER BEFORE ME.' "[3] THEN, ALLUDING TO SIN WHICH IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE LAW, IN THE EXERCISE OF THE MODERATION OF TRUE KNOWLEDGE, HE ADDS, "AGAINST THEE ONLY HAVE I SINNED, AND DONE EVIL IN THY SIGHT."[4] FOR THE SCRIPTURE SOMEWHERE SAYS, "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS A LAMP, SEARCHING THE RECESSES OF THE BELLY."[5] AND THE MORE OF A GNOSTIC A MAN BECOMES BY DOING RIGHT, THE NEARER IS THE ILLUMINATING SPIRIT TO HIM. "THUS THE LORD DRAWS NEAR TO THE RIGHTEOUS, AND NONE OF THE THOUGHTS AND REASONINGS OF WHICH WE ARE THE AUTHORS ESCAPE HIM--I MEAN THE LORD JESUS," THE SCRUTINIZER BY HIS OMNIPOTENT WILL OF OUR HEART, "WHOSE BLOOD WAS CONSECRATED[6] FOR US. LET US THEREFORE RESPECT THOSE WHO ARE OVER US, AND REVERENCE THE ELDERS; LET US HONOR THE YOUNG, AND LET US TEACH THE DISCIPLINE OF GOD." FOR BLESSED IS HE WHO SHALL DO AND TEACH THE LORD'S [SEXLESS] COMMANDS WORTHILY; AND HE IS OF A MAGNANIMOUS [GENEROUS TO THE LESS POWERFUL OR INFERIOR] MIND, AND OF A MIND CONTEMPLATIVE [REFLECTIVE] OF TRUTH. "LET US DIRECT OUR WIVES TO WHAT IS GOOD; LET THEM EXHIBIT," SAYS HE, "THE LOVABLE DISPOSITION OF CHASTITY; LET THEM SHOW THE GUILELESS WILL OF THEIR MEEKNESS; LET THEM MANIFEST THE GENTLENESS OF THEIR TONGUE BY SILENCE; LET THEM GIVE THEIR LOVE NOT ACCORDING TO THEIR INCLINATIONS, BUT EQUAL LOVE IN SANCTITY TO ALL I THAT FEAR GOD. LET OUR CHILDREN SHARE IN THE DISCIPLINE THAT IS IN CHRIST; LET THEM LEARN WHAT HUMILITY AVAILS BEFORE GOD; WHAT IS THE POWER OF HOLY LOVE BEFORE GOD, HOW LOVELY AND GREAT IS THE FEAR OF THE LORD, SAVING ALL THAT WALK IN IT HOLILY; WITH A PURE HEART: FOR HE IS THE SEARCHER OF THE THOUGHTS AND SENTIMENTS, WHOSE BREATH IS IN US, AND WHEN HE WILLS HE WILL TAKE IT AWAY." "NOW ALL THOSE THINGS ARE CONFIRMED BY THE FAITH THAT IS IN CHRIST. 'COME, YE CHILDREN,' SAYS THE LORD, ' HEARKEN TO ME, AND I WILL TEACH YOU THE FEAR OF THE LORD. WHO IS THE MAN THAT DESIRETH LIFE, THAT LOVETH TO SEE GOOD DAYS?'[7] THEN HE SUBJOINS THE GNOSTIC MYSTERY OF THE NUMBERS SEVEN AND EIGHT. 'STOP THY TONGUE FROM EVIL, AND THY LIPS FROM SPEAKING GUILE. DEPART FROM EVIL, AND DO GOOD. SEEK PEACE, AND PURSUE IT.'[8] FOR IN THESE WORDS HE ALLUDES TO KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS), WITH ABSTINENCE FROM EVIL AND THE DOING OF WHAT IS GOOD, TEACHING THAT IT IS TO BE PERFECTED BY WORD AND DEED. ' THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE ON THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HIS EARS ARE TO THEIR PRAYER. BUT THE FACE OF GOD IS AGAINST THOSE THAT DO EVIL, TO ROOT OUT THEIR MEMORY FROM THE EARTH. THE RIGHTEOUS CRIED, AND THE LORD HEARD, AND DELIVERED HIM OUT OF ALL HIS DISTRESSES.'[9] ' MANY ARE THE STRIPES OF SINNERS; BUT THOSE WHO HOPE IN THE LORD, MERCY SHALL COMPASS ABOUT.'"[10] "A MULTITUDE OF MERCY," HE NOBLY SAYS, "SURROUNDS HIM THAT TRUSTS IN THE LORD." FOR IT IS WRITTEN IN THE EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, "THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR FOOLISH AND DARKENED MIND SPRINGS UP TO THE LIGHT. BY HIM THE SOVEREIGN LORD WISHED US TO TASTE THE KNOWLEDGE THAT IS IMMORTAL." AND, SHOWING MORE EXPRESSLY THE PECULIAR NATURE OF KNOWLEDGE, HE ADDED: "THESE THINGS, THEN, BEING CLEAR TO US, LOOKING INTO THE DEPTHS OF DIVINE KNOWLEDGE, WE OUGHT TO DO ALL THINGS IN ORDER WHICH THE SOVEREIGN LORD COMMANDED US TO PERFORM AT THE APPOINTED SEASONS. LET THE WISE MAN, THEN, SHOW HIS WISDOM NOT IN WORDS ONLY, BUT IN GOOD DEEDS. LET THE HUMBLE NOT TESTIFY TO HIMSELF, BUT ALLOW TESTIMONY TO BE BORNE TO HIM BY ANOTHER. LET NOT HIM WHO IS PURE IN THE FLESH BOAST, KNOWING THAT IT IS ANOTHER WHO FURNISHES HIM WITH CONTINENCE. YE SEE, BRETHREN, THAT THE MORE WE ARE SUBJECTED TO PERIL, THE MORE KNOWLEDGE ARE WE COUNTED WORTHY OF." 
CHAP. XVIII. --ON LOVE, AND THE REPRESSING OF OUR DESIRES. 
"THE DECOROUS TENDENCY OF OUR PHILANTHROPY, THEREFORE," ACCORDING TO CLEMENT, "SEEKS THE COMMON GOOD;" WHETHER BY SUFFERING MARTYRDOM, OR BY TEACHING BY DEED AND WORD, THE LATTER BEING TWOFOLD, UNWRITTEN AND WRITTEN. THIS IS LOVE, TO LOVE GOD AND OUR NEIGHBOR. "THIS CONDUCTS TO THE HEIGHT WHICH IS UNUTTERABLE.[11] ' LOVE COVERS A MULTITUDE OF SINS.[12] LOVE BEARETH ALL THINGS, SUFFERETH ALL THINGS.'[13] LOVE JOINS US TO GOD, DOES ALL THINGS IN CONCORD. IN LOVE, ALL THE CHOSEN OF GOD WERE PERFECTED. APART FROM LOVE, NOTHING IS WELL PLEASING TO GOD." "OF ITS PERFECTION THERE IS NO UNFOLDING," IT IS SAID. "WHO IS FIT TO BE FOUND IN IT, EXCEPT THOSE WHOM. GOD COUNTS WORTHY?" TO THE POINT THE APOSTLE PAUL SPEAKS, "IF I GIVE MY BODY, AND HAVE NOT LOVE, I AM SOUNDING BRASS, AND A TINKLING CYMBAL."[14] IF IT IS NOT FROM A DISPOSITION DETERMINED BY GNOSTIC LOVE THAT I SHALL TESTIFY, HE MEANS; BUT IF THROUGH FEAR AND EXPECTED REWARD, MOVING MY LIPS IN ORDER TO TESTIFY TO THE LORD THAT I SHALL CONFESS THE LORD, I AM A COMMON MAN, SOUNDING THE LORD'S NAME, NOT KNOWING HIM. "FOR THERE, IS THE PEOPLE THAT LOVETH WITH THE LIPS; AND THERE IS ANOTHER WHICH GIVES THE BODY TO BE BURNED." "AND IF I GIVE ALL MY GOODS IN ALMS," HE SAYS, NOT ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLE OF LOVING COMMUNICATION, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF RECOMPENSE, EITHER FROM HIM WHO HAS RECEIVED THE BENEFIT, OR THE LORD WHO HAS PROMISED; "AND IF I HAVE ALL FAITH SO AS TO REMOVE MOUNTAINS," AND CAST AWAY OBSCURING PASSIONS, AND BE NOT FAITHFUL TO THE LORD FROM LOVE, "I AM NOTHING," AS IN COMPARISON OF HIM WHO TESTIFIES AS A GNOSTIC, AND THE CROWD, AND BEING RECKONED NOTHING BETTER. "NOW ALL THE GENERATIONS FROM ADAM TO THIS DAY ARE GONE. BUT THEY WHO HAVE BEEN PERFECTED IN LOVE, THROUGH THE GRACE OF GOD, HOLD THE PLACE OF THE GODLY, WHO SHALL BE MANIFESTED AT THE VISITATION OF THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST." LOVE PERMITS NOT TO SIN; BUT IF IT FALLS INTO ANY SUCH CASE, BY REASON OF THE INTERFERENCE OF THE: ADVERSARY, IN IMITATION OF DAVID, IT WILL SING: "I WILL CONFESS UNTO THE LORD, AND IT WILL PLEASE HIM ABOVE A YOUNG BULLOCK THAT HAS HORNS AND HOOFS. LET THE POOR SEE IT, AND BE GLAD." FOR HE SAYS, "SACRIFICE TO GOD A SACRIFICE OF PRAISE, AND PAY TO THE LORD THY VOWS; AND CALL UPON ME IN THE DAY OF TROUBLE, AND I WILL DELIVER THEE, AND THOU SHALT GLORIFY ME."[1] "FOR THE SACRIFICE OF GOD IS A BROKEN SPIRIT."[2] "GOD," THEN, BEING GOOD, "IS LOVE," IT IS SAID.[3] WHOSE "LOVE WORKETH NO ILL TO HIS NEIGHBOR,"[4] NEITHER INJURING NOR REVENGING EVER, BUT, IN A WORD, DOING GOOD TO ALL ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF GOD. "LOVE IS," THEN, "THE FULFILLING OF THE LAW; "[4] LIKE AS CHRIST, THAT IS THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF THE LORD WHO LOVES US; AND OUR LOVING TEACHING OF, AND DISCIPLINE ACCORDING TO CHRIST. BY LOVE, THEN, THE COMMANDS NOT TO COMMIT ADULTERY, AND NOT TO COVET ONE'S NEIGHBOR’S WIFE, ARE FULFILLED, [THESE SINS BEING] FORMERLY PROHIBITED BY FEAR. THE SAME WORK, THEN, PRESENTS A DIFFERENCE, ACCORDING AS IT IS DONE BY FEAR, OR ACCOMPLISHED BY LOVE, AND IS WROUGHT BY FAITH OR BY KNOWLEDGE. RIGHTLY, THEREFORE, THEIR REWARDS ARE DIFFERENT. TO THE GNOSTIC "ARE PREPARED WHAT EYE HATH NOT SEEN, NOR EAR HEARD, NOR HATH ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN;" BUT TO HIM WHO HAS EXERCISED SIMPLE FAITH HE TESTIFIES A HUNDREDFOLD IN RETURN FOR WHAT HE HAS LEFT, A PROMISE WHICH HAS TURNED OUT TO FALL WITHIN HUMAN COMPREHENSION. COME TO THIS POINT, I RECOLLECT ONE WHO CALLED HIMSELF A GNOSTIC. FOR, EXPOUNDING THE WORDS, "BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, HE THAT LOOKETH ON A WOMAN TO LUST AFTER, HATH COMMITTED ADULTERY,"[5] HE THOUGHT THAT IT WAS NOT BARE DESIRE THAT WAS CONDEMNED; BUT IF THROUGH THE DESIRE THE ACT THAT RESULTS FROM IT PROCEEDING BEYOND THE DESIRE IS ACCOMPLISHED IN IT. FOR DREAM EMPLOYS PHANTASY AND THE BODY. ACCORDINGLY, THE HISTORIANS RELATE THE FOLLOWING DECISION, OF BOCCHORIS THE JUST.[6] A YOUTH, FALLING IN LOVE WITH A COURTESAN, PERSUADES THE GIRL, FOR A STIPULATED REWARD, TO COME TO HIM NEXT DAY. BUT HIS DESIRE BEING UNEXPECTEDLY SATIATED, BY LAYING HOLD OF THE GIRL IN A DREAM, BY ANTICIPATION, WHEN THE OBJECT OF HIS LOVE CAME ACCORDING TO STIPULATION, HE PROHIBITED HER FROM COMING IN. BUT SHE, ON LEARNING WHAT HAD TAKEN PLACE, DEMANDED THE REWARD, SAYING THAT IN THIS WAY SHE HAD SATED THE LOVER'S DESIRE. THEY CAME ACCORDINGLY TO THE JUDGE. HE, ORDERING THE YOUTH TO HOLD OUT THE PURSE CONTAINING THE REWARD IN THE SUN, BADE THE COURTESAN TAKE HOLD OF THE SHADOW; FACETIOUSLY BIDDING HIM PAY THE IMAGE OF A REWARD FOR THE IMAGE OF AN EMBRACE. ACCORDINGLY, ONE DREAMS, THE SOUL ASSENTING TO THE VISION. BUT HE DREAMS WAKING, WHO LOOKS SO AS TO LUST; NOT ONLY, AS THAT GNOSTIC SAID, IF ALONG WITH THE SIGHT OF THE WOMAN HE IMAGINE IN HIS MIND INTERCOURSE, FOR THIS IS ALREADY THE ACT OF LUST, AS LUST; BUT IF ONE LOOKS ON BEAUTY OF PERSON (THE WORD SAYS), AND THE FLESH SEEM TO HIM IN THE WAY OF LUST TO BE FAIR, LOOKING ON CAM ALLY AND SINFULLY, HE IS JUDGED BECAUSE HE ADMIRED. FOR, ON THE OTHER HAND, HE WHO IN CHASTE LOVE LOOKS ON BEAUTY, THINKS NOT THAT THE FLESH IS BEAUTIFUL, BUT THE SPIRIT, ADMIRING, AS I JUDGE, THE BODY AS AN IMAGE, BY WHOSE BEAUTY HE TRANSPORTS HIMSELF TO THE ARTIST, AND TO THE TRUE BEAUTY; EXHIBITING THE SACRED SYMBOL, THE BRIGHT IMPRESS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS TO THE ANGELS THAT WAIT ON THE ASCENSION;[7] I MEAN THE UNCTION OF ACCEPTANCE, THE QUALITY OF DISPOSITION WHICH RESIDES IN THE SOUL THAT IS GLADDENED BY THE COMMUNICATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. THIS GLORY, WHICH SHONE FORTH ON THE FACE OF MOSES, THE PEOPLE COULD NOT LOOK ON. WHEREFORE HE TOOK A VEIL FOR THE GLORY, TO THOSE WHO LOOKED CAM ALLY. FOR THOSE, WHO DEMAND TOLL, DETAIN THOSE WHO BRING IN ANY WORLDLY THINGS, WHO ARE BURDENED WITH THEIR OWN PASSIONS. BUT HIM THAT IS FREE OF ALL THINGS WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO DUTY, AND IS FULL OF KNOWLEDGE, AND OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF WORKS, THEY PASS ON WITH THEIR GOOD WISHES, BLESSING THE MAN WITH HIS WORK. "AND HIS LIFE SHALL NOT FALL AWAY"--THE LEAF OF THE LIVING TREE THAT IS NOURISHED "BY THE WATER-COURSES."[8] NOW THE RIGHTEOUS IS LIKENED TO FRUIT-BEARING TREES, AND NOT ONLY TO SUCH AS ARE OF THE NATURE[1] OF TALL-GROWING ONES. AND IN THE SACRIFICIAL OBLATIONS, ACCORDING TO THE LAW, THERE WERE THOSE WHO LOOKED FOR BLEMISHES IN THE SACRIFICES. THEY WHO ARE SKILLED IN SUCH MATTERS DISTINGUISH PROPENSION[2] (OREXIS) FROM LUST (EPIQUMIA); AND ASSIGN THE LATTER, AS BEING IRRATIONAL, TO PLEASURES AND LICENTIOUSNESS; AND PROPENSION, AS BEING A RATIONAL MOVEMENT, THEY ASSIGN TO THE NECESSITIES OF NATURE. 
CHAP. XIX. --WOMEN AS WELL AS MEN CAPABLE OF PERFECTION. 
IN THIS PERFECTION IT IS POSSIBLE FOR MAN AND WOMAN EQUALLY TO SHARE. IT IS NOT ONLY MOSES, THEN, THAT HEARD FROM GOD, "I HAVE SPOKEN TO THEE ONCE, AND TWICE, SAYING, I HAVE SEEN THIS PEOPLE, AND LO, IT IS STIFF-NECKED. SUFFER ME TO EXTERMINATE THEM, AND BLOT OUT THEIR NAME FROM UNDER HEAVEN; AND I WILL MAKE THEE INTO A GREAT AND WONDERFUL NATION MUCH GREATER THAN THIS;" WHO ANSWERS NOT REGARDING HIMSELF, BUT THE COMMON SALVATION: "BY NO MEANS, O LORD; FORGIVE THIS PEOPLE THEIR SIN, OR BLOT ME OUT OF THE BOOK OF THE LIVING."[3] HOW GREAT WAS HIS PERFECTION, IN WISHING TO DIE TOGETHER WITH THE PEOPLE, RATHER THAN BE SAVED ALONE! BUT JUDITH TOO, WHO BECAME PERFECT AMONG WOMEN, IN THE SIEGE OF THE CITY, AT THE ENTREATY OF THE ELDERS WENT FORTH INTO THE STRANGERS' CAMP, DESPISING ALL DANGER FOR HER COUNTRY'S SAKE, GIVING HERSELF INTO THE ENEMY'S HAND IN FAITH IN GOD; AND STRAIGHTWAY SHE OBTAINED THE REWARD OF HER FAITH, THOUGH A WOMAN, PREVAILING OVER THE ENEMY OF HER FAITH, AND GAINING POSSESSION OF THE HEAD OF HOLOFERNES. AND AGAIN, ESTHER PERFECT BY FAITH, WHO RESCUED ISRAEL FROM THE POWER OF THE KING AND THE SATRAP'S CRUELTY: A WOMAN ALONE, AFFLICTED WITH FASTINGS,[4] HELD BACK TEN THOUSAND ARMED[5] HANDS, ANNULLING BY HER FAITH THE TYRANT'S DECREE; HIM INDEED SHE APPEASED, HAMAN SHE RESTRAINED, AND ISRAEL SHE PRESERVED SCATHLESS BY HER PERFECT PRAYER TO GOD. I PASS OVER IN SILENCE SUSANNA AND THE SISTER OF MOSES, SINCE THE LATTER WAS THE PROPHET'S ASSOCIATE IN COMMANDING THE HOST, BEING SUPERIOR TO ALL THE WOMEN AMONG THE HEBREWS WHO WERE IN REPUTE FOR THEIR WISDOM; AND THE FORMER IN HER SURPASSING MODESTY, GOING EVEN TO DEATH CONDEMNED BY LICENTIOUS ADMIRERS, REMAINED THE UNWAVERING MARTYR OF CHASTITY. DION, TOO, THE PHILOSOPHER, TELLS THAT A CERTAIN WOMAN LYSIDICA, THROUGH EXCESS OF MODESTY, BATHED IN HER CLOTHES; AND THAT PHILOTERA, WHEN SHE WAS TO ENTER THE BATH, GRADUALLY DREW BACK HER TUNIC AS THE WATER COVERED THE NAKED PARTS; AND THEN RISING BY DEGREES, PUT IT ON. AND DID NOT LESENA OF ATTICA MANFULLY BEAR THE TORTURE? SHE BEING PRIVY TO THE CONSPIRACY OF HARMODIUS AND ARISTOGEITON AGAINST HIPPARCHUS, UTTERED NOT A WORD, THOUGH SEVERELY TORTURED. AND THEY SAY THAT THE ARGOLIC WOMEN, UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF TELESILLA THE POETESS, TURNED TO FLIGHT THE DOUGHTY SPARTANS BY MERELY SHOWING THEMSELVES; AND THAT SHE PRODUCED IN THEM FEARLESSNESS OF DEATH. SIMILARLY SPEAKS HE WHO COMPOSED THE DANAIS RESPECTING THE DAUGHTERS OF DANAUS: "AND THEN THE DAUGHTERS OF DANAUS SWIFTLY ARMED THEMSELVES, BEFORE THE FAIR-FLOWING RIVER, MAJESTIC NILE[4]," AND SO FORTH. AND THE REST OF THE POETS SING OF ATALANTA'S SWIFTNESS IN THE CHASE, OF ANTICLEA'S LOVE FOR CHILDREN, OF ALCESTIS'S LOVE FOR HER HUSBAND, OF THE COURAGE OF MAKAERIA AND OF THE HYACINTHIDES. WHAT SHALL I SAY? DID NOT THEANO THE PYTHAGOREAN MAKE SUCH PROGRESS IN PHILOSOPHY, THAT TO HIM WHO LOOKED INTENTLY AT HER, AND SAID, "YOUR ARM IS BEAUTIFUL," SHE ANSWERED "YES, BUT IT IS NOT PUBLIC." CHARACTERIZED BY THE SAME PROPRIETY, THERE IS ALSO REPORTED THE FOLLOWING REPLY.[6] WHEN ASKED WHEN A WOMAN AFTER BEING WITH HER HUSBAND ATTENDS THE THESMOPHORIA, SAID, "FROM HER OWN HUSBAND AT ONCE, FROM A STRANGER NEVER." THEMISTO TOO, OF LAMPSACUS, THE DAUGHTER OF ZOILUS, THE WIFE OF LEONTES OF LAMPSACUS, STUDIED THE EPICUREAN PHILOSOPHY, AS MYIA THE DAUGHTER OF THEANO THE PYTHAGOREAN, AND ARIGNOTE, WHO WROTE THE HISTORY OF DIONYSIUS. AND THE DAUGHTERS OF DIODORUS, WHO WAS CALLED KRONUS, ALL BECAME DIALECTICIANS, AS PHILO THE DIALECTICIAN SAYS IN THE MRENEXENUS, WHOSE NAMES ARE MENTIONED AS FOLLOWS--MENEXENE, ARGIA, THEOGNIS, ARTEMESIA, PANTACLEA. I ALSO RECOLLECT A FEMALE CYNIC, SHE WAS CALLED HIPPARCHIA, A MARONITE, THE WIFE OF CRATES, IN WHOSE CASE THE SO-CALLED DOG-WEDDING WAS CELEBRATED IN THE PCECILE. ARETE OF CYRENE, TOO, THE DAUGHTER OF ARISTIPPUS, EDUCATED HER SON ARISTIPPUS, WHO WAS SURNAMED MOTHER-TAUGHT. LASTHENEIA OF ARCIS, AND AXIOTHEA OF PHLIUS, STUDIED PHILOSOPHY WITH PLATO. BESIDES, ASPASIA OF MILETUS, OF WHOM THE WRITERS OF COMEDY WRITE MUCH, WAS TRAINED BY SOCRATES IN PHILOSOPHY, BY PERICLES IN RHETORIC. I OMIT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE LENGTH OF THE DISCOURSE, THE REST; ENUMERATING NEITHER THE POETESSES CORINNA, TELESILLA, MYIA, AND SAPPHO; NOR THE PAINTERS, AS IRENE THE DAUGHTER OF CRATINUS, AND ANAXANDRA THE DAUGHTER OF NEALCES, ACCORDING TO THE ACCOUNT OF DIDYMUS IN THE SYMPOSIACI. THE DAUGHTER OF CLEOBULUS, THE SAGE AND MONARCH OF THE LINDII, WAS NOT ASHAMED TO WASH THE FEET OF HER FATHER'S GUESTS. ALSO, THE WIFE OF ABRAHAM, THE BLESSED SARAH, IN HER OWN PERSON PREPARED THE CAKES BAKED IN THE ASHES FOR THE ANGELS; AND PRINCELY MAIDENS AMONG THE HEBREWS FED SHEEP. WHENCE ALSO THE NAUSICAA OF HOMER WENT TO THE WASHING-TUBS. THE WISE WOMAN, THEN, WIN FIRST CHOOSE TO PERSUADE HER HUSBAND TO BE HER ASSOCIATE IN WHAT IS CONDUCIVE TO HAPPINESS. AND SHOULD THAT BE FOUND IMPRACTICABLE, LET HER BY HERSELF EARNESTLY AIM AT VIRTUE, GAINING HER HUSBAND'S CONSENT IN EVERYTHING, SO AS NEVER TO DO ANYTHING AGAINST HIS WILL, WITH EXCEPTION OF WHAT IS RECKONED AS CONTRIBUTING TO VIRTUE AND SALVATION. BUT IF ONE KEEPS FROM SUCH A MODE OF LIFE EITHER WIFE OR MAID-SERVANT, WHOSE HEART IS SET ON IT; WHAT SUCH A PERSON IN THAT CASE PLAINLY DOES IS NOTHING ELSE THAN DETERMINE TO DRIVE HER AWAY FROM RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SOBRIETY, AND TO CHOOSE TO MAKE HIS OWN HOUSE WICKED AND LICENTIOUS. IT IS NOT THEN POSSIBLE THAT MAN OR WOMAN CAN BE CONVERSANT WITH ANYTHING WHATEVER, WITHOUT THE ADVANTAGE OF EDUCATION, AND APPLICATION, AND TRAINING; AND VIRTUE, WE HAVE SAID, DEPENDS NOT ON OTHERS, BUT ON OURSELVES ABOVE ALL. OTHER THINGS ONE CAN REPRESS, BY WAGING WAR AGAINST THEM; BUT WITH WHAT DEPENDS ON ONE'S SELF, THIS IS ENTIRELY OUT OF THE QUESTION, EVEN WITH THE MOST STRENUOUS PERSISTENCE. FOR THE GIFT IS ONE CONFERRED BY GOD, AND NOT IN THE POWER OF ANY OTHER. WHENCE LICENTIOUSNESS SHOULD BE REGARDED AS THE EVIL OF NO OTHER ONE THAN OF HIM WHO IS GUILTY OF LICENTIOUSNESS; AND TEMPERANCE, ON THE OTHER HAND, AS THE GOOD OF HIM WHO IS ABLE TO PRACTICE IT. 
CHAP. XX. --A GOOD WIFE. 
THE WOMAN WHO, WITH PROPRIETY, LOVES HER HUSBAND, EURIPIDES DESCRIBES, WHILE ADMONISHING, "THAT WHEN HER HUSBAND SAYS AUGHT, SHE OUGHT TO REGARD HIM AS SPEAKING WELL IF SHE SAYS NOTHING; AND IF SHE WILL SAY ANYTHING, TO DO HER ENDEAVOR TO GRATIFY HER HUSBAND." AND AGAIN, HE SUBJOINS THE LIKE: "AND THAT THE WIFE SHOULD SWEETLY LOOK SAD WITH HER HUSBAND, SHOULD AUGHT EVIL BEFALL HIM, AND HAVE IN COMMON A SHARE OF SORROW AND JOY." THEN, DESCRIBING HER AS GENTLE AND KIND EVEN IN MISFORTUNES, HE ADDS: "AND I, WHEN YOU ARE ILL, WILL, SHARING YOUR SICKNESS BEAR IT; AND I WILL BEAR MY SHARE IN YOUR MISFORTUNES." AND: "NOTHING IS BITTER TO ME, FOR WITH FRIENDS ONE OUGHT TO BE HAPPY, FOR WHAT ELSE IS FRIENDSHIP BUT THIS?" THE MARRIAGE, THEN, THAT IS CONSUMMATED ACCORDING TO THE WORD, IS SANCTIFIED, IF THE UNION BE UNDER SUBJECTION TO GOD, AND BE CONDUCTED "WITH A TRUE HEART, IN FULL ASSURANCE OF FAITH, HAVING HEARTS SPRINKLED FROM AN EVIL CONSCIENCE, AND THE BODY WASHED WITH PURE WATER, AND HOLDING THE CONFESSION OF HOPE; FOR HE IS FAITHFUL THAT PROMISED." AND THE HAPPINESS OF MARRIAGE OUGHT NEVER TO BE ESTIMATED EITHER BY WEALTH OR BEAUTY, BUT BY VIRTUE. "BEAUTY," SAYS THE TRAGEDY, "HELPS NO WIFE WITH HER HUSBAND; BUT VIRTUE HAS HELPED MANY; FOR EVERY GOOD WIFE WHO IS ATTACHED TO HER HUSBAND KNOWS HOW TO PRACTICE SOBRIETY." THEN, AS GIVING ADMONITIONS, HE SAYS: "FIRST, THEN, THIS IS INCUMBENT ON HER WHO IS ENDOWED WITH MIND, THAT EVEN IF HER HUSBAND BE UGLY, HE MUST APPEAR GOOD- LOOKING; FOR IT IS FOR THE MIND, NOT THE EYE, TO JUDGE." AND SO FORTH. FOR WITH PERFECT PROPRIETY SCRIPTURE HAS SAID THAT WOMAN IS GIVEN BY GOD AS "A HELP" TO MAN. IT IS EVIDENT, THEN, IN MY OPINION, THAT SHE WILL CHARGE HERSELF WITH REMEDYING, BY GOOD SENSE AND PERSUASION, EACH OF THE ANNOYANCES THAT ORIGINATE WITH HER HUSBAND IN DOMESTIC ECONOMY. AND IF HE DO NOT YIELD, THEN SHE WILL ENDEAVOR, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE FOR HUMAN NATURE, TO LEAD A SINLESS LIFE; WHETHER IT BE NECESSARY TO DIE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON, OR TO LIVE; CONSIDERING THAT GOD IS HER HELPER AND ASSOCIATE IN SUCH A COURSE OF CONDUCT, HER TRUE DEFENDER AND SAVIOR BOTH FOR THE PRESENT AND FOR THE FUTURE; MAKING HIM THE LEADER AND GUIDE OF ALL HER ACTIONS, RECKONING SOBRIETY AND RIGHTEOUSNESS HER WORK, AND MAKING THE FAVOR OF GOD HER END. GRACEFULLY, THEREFORE, THE APOSTLE SAYS IN THE EPISTLE TO TITUS, "THAT THE EIDER WOMEN SHOULD BE OF GODLY BEHAVIOR, SHOULD NOT BE SLANDERERS, NOT ENSLAVED TO MUCH WINE; THAT THEY SHOULD COUNSEL THE YOUNG WOMEN TO BE LOVERS OF THEIR HUSBANDS, LOVERS OF THEIR CHILDREN, DISCREET, CHASTE, HOUSEKEEPERS, GOOD, SUBJECT TO THEIR OWN HUSBANDS; THAT THE WORD OF GOD BE NOT BLASPHEMED."[1] BUT RATHER, HE SAYS, "FOLLOW PEACE WITH ALL MEN, AND HOLINESS, WITHOUT WHICH NO MAN SHALL SEE THE LORD: LOOKING DILIGENTLY, LEST THERE BE ANY FORNICATOR OR PROFANE PERSON, AS ESAU, WHO FOR ONE MORSEL SURRENDERED HIS BIRTH-RIGHT; AND LEST ANY ROOT OF BITTERNESS SPRINGING UP TROUBLE YOU, AND THEREBY MANY BE DEFILED."[2] AND THEN, AS PUTTING THE FINISHING STROKE TO THE QUESTION ABOUT MARRIAGE, HE ADDS: "MARRIAGE IS HONORABLE IN ALL, AND THE BED UNDEFILED: BUT WHOREMONGERS AND ADULTERERS GOD WILL JUDGE."[3] AND ONE AIM AND ONE END, AS FAR AS REGARDS PERFECTION, BEING DEMONSTRATED TO BELONG TO THE MAN AND THE WOMAN, PETER IN HIS EPISTLE SAYS, "THOUGH NOW FOR A SEASON, IF NEED BE, YE ARE IN HEAVINESS THROUGH MANIFOLD TEMPTATIONS; THAT THE TRIAL OF YOUR FAITH, BEING MUCH MORE PRECIOUS THAN THAT OF GOLD WHICH PERISHETH, THOUGH IT BE TRIED WITH FIRE, MIGHT BE FOUND UNTO PRAISE, AND HONOR, AND GLORY AT THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST; WHOM, HAVING NOT SEEN, YE LOVE; IN WHOM, THOUGH NOW YE SEE HIM NOT, YET BELIEVING, YE REJOICE WITH JOY UNSPEAKABLE, AND FULL OF GLORY, RECEIVING THE END OF YOUR FAITH, THE SALVATION OF YOUR SOULS."[1] WHEREFORE ALSO PAUL REJOICES FOR CHRIST'S SAKE THAT HE WAS "IN LABORS, MORE ABUNDANTLY, IN STRIPES ABOVE MEASURE, IN DEATHS OFT."[2] 
CHAP. XXI. --DESCRIPTION OF THE PERFECT MAN, OR GNOSTIC. 
HERE I FIND PERFECTION APPREHENDED VARIOUSLY IN RELATION TO HIM WHO EXCELS IN EVERY VIRTUE. ACCORDINGLY, ONE IS PERFECTED AS PIOUS, AND AS PATIENT, AND AS CONTINENT, AND AS A WORKER, AND AS A MARTYR, AND AS A GNOSTIC. BUT I KNOW NO ONE OF MEN PERFECT IN ALL THINGS AT ONCE, WHILE STILL HUMAN, THOUGH ACCORDING TO THE MERE LETTER OF THE LAW, EXCEPT HIM ALONE WHO FOR US CLOTHED HIMSELF WITH HUMANITY. WHO THEN IS PERFECT? HE WHO PROFESSES ABSTINENCE FROM WHAT IS BAD. WELL, THIS IS THE WAY TO THE GOSPEL AND TO WELL-DOING. BUT GNOSTIC PERFECTION IN THE CASE OF THE LEGAL MAN IS THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE GOSPEL, THAT HE THAT IS AFTER THE LAW MAY BE PERFECT. FOR SO HE, WHO WAS AFTER THE LAW, MOSES, FORETOLD THAT IT WAS NECESSARY TO HEAR IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT, ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE, RECEIVE CHRIST, THE FULNESS OF THE LAW.[3] BUT NOW IN THE GOSPEL THE GNOSTIC ATTAINS PROFICIENCY NOT ONLY BY MAKING USE OF THE LAW AS A STEP, BUT BY UNDERSTANDING AND COMPREHENDING IT, AS THE LORD WHO GAVE THE COVENANTS DELIVERED IT TO THE APOSTLES. AND IF HE CONDUCT HIMSELF RIGHTLY (AS ASSUREDLY IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO ATTAIN KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS) BY BAD CONDUCT); AND IF, FURTHER, HAVING MADE AN EMINENTLY RIGHT CONFESSION, HE BECOME A MARTYR OUT OF LOVE, OBTAINING CONSIDERABLE RENOWN AS AMONG MEN; NOT EVEN THUS WILL HE BE CALLED PERFECT IN THE FLESH BEFOREHAND; SINCE IT IS THE CLOSE OF LIFE WHICH CLAIMS THIS APPELLATION, WHEN THE GNOSTIC MARTYR HAS FIRST SHOWN THE PERFECT WORK, AND RIGHTLY EXHIBITED IT, AND HAVING THANKFULLY SHED HIS BLOOD, HAS YIELDED UP THE GHOST: BLESSED THEN WILL HE BE, AND TRULY PROCLAIMED PERFECT, "THAT THE EXCELLENCY OF THE POWER MAY BE OF GOD, AND NOT OF US," AS THE APOSTLE SAYS. ONLY LET US PRESERVE FREE-WILL AND LOVE: "TROUBLED ON EVERY SIDE, YET NOT DISTRESSED; PERPLEXED, BUT NOT IN DESPAIR; PERSECUTED, BUT NOT FORSAKEN; CAST DOWN, BUT NOT DESTROYED."[4] FOR THOSE WHO STRIVE AFTER PERFECTION, ACCORDING TO THE SAME APOSTLE, MUST "GIVE NO OFFENCE IN ANYTHING, BUT IN EVERYTHING APPROVE THEMSELVES NOT TO MEN, BUT TO GOD." AND, AS A CONSEQUENCE, ALSO THEY OUGHT TO YIELD TO MEN; FOR IT IS REASONABLE, ON ACCOUNT OF ABUSIVE CALUMNIES: HERE IS THE SPECIFICATION: "IN MUCH PATIENCE, IN AFFLICTIONS, IN NECESSITIES, IN DISTRESSES, IN STRIPES, IN IMPRISONMENTS, IN TUMULTS, IN LABORS, IN WATCHING’S, IN FASTING’S, IN PURENESS, IN KNOWLEDGE, IN LONG-SUFFERING, IN KINDNESS, IN THE HOLY GHOST, IN LOVE UNFEIGNED, IN THE WORD OF TRUTH, IN THE POWER OF GOD,"[5] THAT WE MAY BE THE TEMPLES OF GOD, PURIFIED "FROM ALL FILTHINESS OF THE FLESH AND OF THE SPIRIT." "AND I," HE SAYS, "WILL RECEIVE YOU; AND I WILL BE TO YOU FOR A FATHER, AND YE SHALL BE TO ME FOR SONS AND DAUGHTERS, SAITH THE LORD ALMIGHTY."[6] "LET US THEN," HE SAYS, "PERFECT HOLINESS IN THE FEAR OF GOD." FOR THOUGH FEAR BEGET PAIN, "I REJOICE," HE SAYS, "NOT THAT YE WERE MADE SORRY, BUT THAT YE SHOWED SUSCEPTIBILITY TO REPENTANCE. FOR YE SORROWED AFTER A GODLY SORT, THAT YE MIGHT RECEIVE DAMAGE BY US IN NOTHING. FOR GODLY SORROW WORKETH REPENTANCE UNTO SALVATION NOT TO BE REGRETTED; BUT THE SORROW OF THE WORLD WORKETH DEATH. FOR THIS SAME THING THAT YE SORROWED AFTER A GODLY SORT, WHAT EARNESTNESS IT WROUGHT IN YOU; YEA, WHAT CLEARING OF YOURSELVES; YEA, WHAT COMPUNCTION; YEA, WHAT FEAR; YEA, WHAT DESIRE; YEA, WHAT ZEAL; YEA, REVENGE! IN ALL THINGS YE HAVE SHOWED YOURSELVES CLEAR IN THE MATTER."[7] SUCH ARE THE PREPARATORY EXERCISES OF GNOSTIC DISCIPLINE. AND SINCE THE OMNIPOTENT GOD HIMSELF "GAVE SOME APOSTLES, AND SOME PROPHETS, AND SOME EVANGELISTS, AND SOME PASTORS AND TEACHERS, FOR THE PERFECTING OF THE SAINTS, FOR THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY, FOR THE EDIFYING OF THE BODY OF CHRIST, TILL WE ALL ATTAIN TO THE UNITY OF THE FAITH, AND OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON OF GOD, TO A PERFECT MAN, TO THE MEASURE OF THE STATURE OF THE FULNESS OF CHRIST; "[8] WE ARE THEN TO STRIVE TO REACH MANHOOD AS BEFITS THE GNOSTIC, AND TO BE AS PERFECT AS WE CAN WHILE STILL ABIDING IN THE FLESH, MAKING IT OUR STUDY WITH PERFECT CONCORD HERE TO CONCUR WITH THE WILL OF GOD, TO THE RESTORATION OF WHAT IS THE TRULY PERFECT NOBLENESS AND RELATIONSHIP, TO THE FULNESS OF CHRIST, THAT WHICH PERFECTLY DEPENDS ON OUR PERFECTION. AND NOW WE PERCEIVE WHERE, AND HOW, AND WHEN THE DIVINE APOSTLE MENTIONS THE PERFECT MAN, AND HOW HE SHOWS THE DIFFERENCES OF THE PERFECT. AND AGAIN, ON THE OTHER HAND: "THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SPIRIT IS GIVEN FOR OUR PROFIT. FOR TO ONE IS GIVEN THE WORD OF WISDOM BY THE SPIRIT; TO ANOTHER THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE ACCORDING TO THE SAME SPIRIT; TO ANOTHER FAITH THROUGH THE SAME SPIRIT; TO ANOTHER THE GIFTS OF HEALING THROUGH THE SAME SPIRIT; TO ANOTHER THE WORKING OF MIRACLES; TO ANOTHER PROPHECY; TO ANOTHER DISCERNMENT OF SPIRITS; TO ANOTHER DIVERSITIES OF TONGUES; TO ANOTHER THE INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES: AND ALL THESE WORKETH THE ONE AND THE SAME SPIRIT, DISTRIBUTING TO EACH ONE ACCORDING AS HE WILLS."' SUCH BEING THE CASE, THE PROPHETS ARE PERFECT IN PROPHECY, THE RIGHTEOUS IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THE MARTYRS IN CONFESSION, AND OTHERS IN PREACHING, NOT THAT THEY ARE NOT SHARERS IN THE COMMON VIRTUES, BUT ARE PROFICIENT IN THOSE TO WHICH THEY ARE APPOINTED. FOR WHAT MAN IN HIS SENSES WOULD SAY THAT A PROPHET WAS NOT RIGHTEOUS? FOR WHAT? DID NOT RIGHTEOUS MEN LIKE ABRAHAM PROPHESY? "FOR TO ONE GOD HAS GIVEN WARLIKE DEEDS, TO ANOTHER THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE DANCE, TO ANOTHER THE LYRE AND SONG,"[2] SAYS HOMER. "BUT EACH HAS HIS OWN PROPER GIFT OF GOD "[3] ONE IN ONE WAY, ANOTHER IN ANOTHER. BUT THE APOSTLES WERE PERFECTED IN ALL. YOU WILL FIND, THEN, IF YOU CHOOSE, IN THEIR ACTS AND WRITINGS, KNOWLEDGE, LIFE, PREACHING, RIGHTEOUSNESS, PURITY, PROPHECY. WE MUST KNOW, THEN, THAT IF PAUL IS' YOUNG IN RESPECT TO TIME[4] HAVING FLOURISHED IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE LORD'S ASCENSION--YET HIS WRITINGS DEPEND ON THE OLD TESTAMENT, BREATHING AND SPEAKING OF THEM. FOR FAITH IN CHRIST AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOSPEL ARE THE EXPLANATION AND FULFILMENT OF THE LAW; AND THEREFORE IT WAS SAID TO THE HEBREWS, "IF YE BELIEVE NOT, NEITHER SHALL YOU UNDERSTAND;"[5] THAT IS, UNLESS YOU BELIEVE WHAT IS PROPHESIED IN THE LAW, AND ORACULARLY DELIVERED BY THE LAW, YOU WILL NOT UNDERSTAND THE OLD TESTAMENT, WHICH HE BY HIS COMING EXPOUNDED. 
CHAP. XXII. --THE TRUE GNOSTIC DOES GOOD, NOT FROM FEAR OF PUNISHMENT OR HOPE OF REWARD, BUT ONLY FOR THE SAKE OF GOOD ITSELF. 
THE MAN OF UNDERSTANDING AND PERSPICACITY IS, THEN, A GNOSTIC. AND HIS BUSINESS IS NOT ABSTINENCE FROM WHAT IS EVIL (FOR THIS IS A STEP TO THE HIGHEST PERFECTION), OR THE DOING OF GOOD OUT OF FEAR. FOR IT IS WRITTEN, "WHITHER SHALL I FLEE, AND WHERE SHALL I HIDE MYSELF FROM THY PRESENCE? IF I ASCEND INTO HEAVEN, THOU ART THERE; IF I GO AWAY TO THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE SEA, THERE IS THY RIGHT HAND; IF I GO DOWN INTO THE DEPTHS, THERE IS THY SPIRIT."[6] NOR ANY MORE IS HE TO DO SO FROM HOPE OF PROMISED RECOMPENSE. FOR IT IS SAID, "BEHOLD THE LORD, AND HIS REWARD IS BEFORE HIS FACE, TO GIVE TO EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS; WHAT EYE HATH NOT SEEN, AND EAR HATH NOT HEARD, AND HATH NOT ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN WHAT GOD HATH PREPARED FOR THEM THAT LOVE HIM."[7] BUT ONLY THE DOING OF GOOD OUT OF LOVE, AND FOR THE SAKE OF ITS OWN EXCELLENCE, IS TO BE THE GNOSTIC'S CHOICE. NOW, IN THE PERSON OF GOD IT IS SAID TO THE LORD, "ASK OF ME, AND I WILL GIVE THE HEATHEN FOR THINE INHERITANCE;"[8] TEACHING HIM TO ASK A TRULY REGAL REQUEST--THAT IS, THE SALVATION OF MEN WITHOUT PRICE, THAT WE MAY INHERIT AND POSSESS THE LORD. FOR, ON THE CONTRARY, TO DESIRE KNOWLEDGE ABOUT GOD FOR ANY PRACTICAL PURPOSE, THAT THIS MAY BE DONE, OR THAT MAY NOT BE DONE, IS NOT PROPER TO THE GNOSTIC; BUT THE KNOWLEDGE ITSELF SUFFICES AS THE REASON FOR CONTEMPLATION. FOR I WILL DARE AVER THAT IT IS NOT BECAUSE HE WISHES TO BE SAVED THAT HE, WHO DEVOTES HIMSELF TO KNOWLEDGE FOR THE SAKE OF THE DIVINE SCIENCE ITSELF, CHOOSES KNOWLEDGE. FOR THE EXERTION OF THE INTELLECT BY EXERCISE IS PROLONGED TO A PERPETUAL EXERTION. AND THE PERPETUAL EXERTION OF THE INTELLECT IS THE ESSENCE OF AN INTELLIGENT BEING, WHICH RESULTS FROM AN UNINTERRUPTED PROCESS OF ADMIXTURE, AND REMAINS ETERNAL CONTEMPLATION, A LIVING SUBSTANCE. COULD WE, THEN, SUPPOSE ANY ONE PROPOSING TO THE GNOSTIC WHETHER HE WOULD CHOOSE THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD OR EVERLASTING SALVATION; AND IF THESE, WHICH ARE ENTIRELY IDENTICAL, WERE SEPARABLE, HE WOULD WITHOUT THE LEAST HESITATION CHOOSE THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, DEEMING THAT PROPERTY OF FAITH, WHICH FROM LOVE ASCENDS TO KNOWLEDGE, DESIRABLE, FOR ITS OWN SAKE. THIS, THEN, IS THE PERFECT MAN'S FIRST FORM OF DOING GOOD, WHEN IT IS DONE NOT FOR ANY ADVANTAGE IN WHAT PERTAINS TO HIM, BUT BECAUSE HE JUDGES IT RIGHT TO DO GOOD; AND THE ENERGY BEING VIGOROUSLY EXERTED IN ALL THINGS, IN THE VERY ACT BECOMES GOOD; NOT, GOOD IN SOME THINGS, AND NOT GOOD IN OTHERS; BUT CONSISTING IN THE HABIT OF DOING GOOD, NEITHER FOR GLORY, NOR, AS THE PHILOSOPHERS SAY, FOR REPUTATION, NOR FROM REWARD EITHER FROM MEN OR GOD; BUT SO AS TO PASS LIFE AFTER THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF THE LORD. AND IF, IN DOING GOOD, HE BE MET WITH ANYTHING ADVERSE, HE WILL LET THE RECOMPENSE PASS WITHOUT RESENTMENT AS IF IT WERE GOOD, HE BEING JUST AND GOOD "TO THE JUST AND THE UNJUST." TO SUCH THE LORD SAYS, "BE YE, AS YOUR FATHER IS PERFECT." TO HIM THE FLESH IS DEAD; BUT HE HIMSELF LIVES ALONE, HAVING CONSECRATED THE SEPULCHER INTO A HOLY TEMPLE TO THE LORD, HAVING TURNED TOWARDS GOD THE OLD SINFUL SOUL. SUCH AN ONE IS NO LONGER CONTINENT, BUT HAS REACHED A STATE OF PASSIONLESSNESS, WAITING TO PUT ON THE DIVINE IMAGE. "IF THOU DOEST ALMS," IT IS SAID, "LET NO ONE KNOW IT; AND IF THOU FASTEST, ANOINT THYSELF, THAT GOD ALONE MAY KNOW,"[1] AND NOT A SINGLE HUMAN BEING. NOT EVEN HE HIMSELF WHO SHOWS MERCY OUGHT TO KNOW THAT HE DOES SHOW MERCY; FOR IN THIS WAY HE WILL BE SOMETIMES MERCIFUL, SOMETIMES NOT. AND WHEN HE SHALL DO GOOD BY HABIT, HE WILL IMITATE THE NATURE OF GOOD, AND HIS DISPOSITION WILL BE HIS NATURE AND HIS PRACTICE. THERE IS NO NECESSITY FOR REMOVING THOSE WHO ARE RAISED ON HIGH, BUT THERE IS NECESSITY FOR THOSE WHO ARE WALKING TO REACH THE REQUISITE GOAL, BY PASSING OVER THE WHOLE OF THE NARROW WAY. FOR THIS IS TO BE DRAWN BY THE FATHER, TO BECOME WORTHY TO RECEIVE THE POWER OF GRACE FROM GOD, SO AS TO RUN WITHOUT HINDRANCE. AND IF SOME HATE THE ELECT, SUCH AN ONE KNOWS THEIR IGNORANCE, AND PITIES THEIR MINDS FOR ITS FOLLY. AS IS RIGHT, THEN, KNOWLEDGE ITSELF LOVES AND TEACHES THE IGNORANT, AND INSTRUCTS THE WHOLE CREATION TO HONOR GOD ALMIGHTY. AND IF SUCH AN ONE TEACHES TO LOVE GOD, HE WILL NOT HOLD VIRTUE AS A THING TO BE LOST IN ANY CASE, EITHER AWAKE OR IN A DREAM, OR IN ANY VISION; SINCE THE HABIT NEVER GOES OUT OF ITSELF BY FALLING FROM BEING A HABIT. WHETHER, THEN, KNOWLEDGE BE SAID TO BE HABIT OR DISPOSITION; ON ACCOUNT OF DIVERSE SENTIMENTS NEVER OBTAINING ACCESS, THE GUIDING FACULTY, REMAINING UNALTERED, ADMITS NO ALTERATION OF APPEARANCES BY FRAMING IN DREAMS VISIONARY CONCEPTIONS OUT OF ITS MOVEMENTS BY DAY. WHEREFORE ALSO THE LORD ENJOINS "TO WATCH," SO THAT OUR SOUL MAY NEVER BE PERTURBED WITH PASSION, EVEN IN DREAMS; BUT ALSO, TO KEEP THE LIFE OF THE NIGHT PURE AND STAINLESS, AS IF SPENT IN THE DAY. FOR ASSIMILATION TO GOD, AS FAR AS WE CAN, IS PRESERVING THE MIND IN ITS RELATION TO THE SAME THINGS. AND THIS IS THE RELATION OF MIND AS MIND. BUT THE VARIETY OF DISPOSITION ARISES FROM INORDINATE AFFECTION TO MATERIAL THINGS. AND FOR THIS REASON, AS THEY APPEAR TO ME, TO HAVE CALLED NIGHT EUPHRONE; SINCE THEN THE SOUL, RELEASED FROM THE PERCEPTIONS OF SENSE, TURNS IN ON ITSELF, AND HAS A TRUER HOLD OF INTELLIGENCE (FRONHSIS).[2] WHEREFORE THE MYSTERIES ARE FOR THE MOST PART CELEBRATED BY NIGHT, INDICATING THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE SOUL FROM THE BODY, WHICH TAKES PLACE BY NIGHT. "LET US NOT THEN SLEEP, AS DO OTHERS; BUT LET US WATCH AND BE SOBER. FOR THEY THAT SLEEP, SLEEP IN THE NIGHT; AND THEY THAT ARE DRUNKEN, ARE DRUNKEN IN THE NIGHT. BUT LET US WHO ARE OF THE DAY BE SOBER, PUTTING ON THE BREASTPLATE OF FAITH AND LOVE, AND AS A HELMET THE HOPE OF SALVATION."[3] AND AS TO WHAT, AGAIN, THEY SAY OF SLEEP, THE VERY SAME THINGS ARE TO BE UNDERSTOOD OF DEATH. FOR EACH EXHIBITS THE DEPARTURE OF THE SOUL, THE ONE MORE, THE OTHER LESS; AS WE MAY ALSO GET THIS IN HERACLITUS: "MAN TOUCHES NIGHT IN HIMSELF, WHEN DEAD AND HIS LIGHT QUENCHED; AND ALIVE, WHEN HE SLEEPS HE TOUCHES THE DEAD; AND AWAKE, WHEN HE SHUTS HIS EYES, HE TOUCHES THE SLEEPER."[4] "FOR BLESSED ARE THOSE THAT HAVE SEEN THE LORD,"[5] ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE; "FOR IT IS HIGH TIME TO AWAKE OUT OF SLEEP. FOR NOW, IS OUR SALVATION NEARER THAN WHEN WE BELIEVED. THE NIGHT IS FAR SPENT, THE DAY IS AT HAND. LET US THEREFORE CAST OFF THE WORKS OF DARKNESS, AND PUT ON THE ARMOR OF LIGHT."[6] BY DAY AND LIGHT HE DESIGNATES FIGURATIVELY THE SON, AND BY THE ARMOR OF LIGHT METAPHORICALLY THE PROMISES. SO, IT IS SAID THAT WE OUGHT TO GO WASHED TO SACRIFICES AND PRAYERS, CLEAN AND BRIGHT; AND THAT THIS EXTERNAL ADORNMENT AND PURIFICATION ARE PRACTICED FOR A SIGN. NOW PURITY IS TO THINK HOLY THOUGHTS. FURTHER, THERE IS THE IMAGE OF BAPTISM, WHICH ALSO WAS HANDED DOWN TO THE POETS FROM MOSES AS FOLLOWS: "AND SHE HAVING DRAWN WATER, AND WEARING ON HER BODY CLEAN CLOTHES."[7] IT IS PENELOPE THAT IS GOING TO PRAYER: "AND TELEMACHUS, HAVING WASHED HIS HANDS IN THE HOARY SEA, PRAYED TO ATHENE."[8] IT WAS A CUSTOM OF THE JEWS TO WASH FREQUENTLY AFTER BEING IN BED. IT WAS THEN WELL SAID, "BE PURE, NOT BY WASHING OF WATER, BUT IN THE MIND." FOR SANCTITY, AS I CONCEIVE IT, IS PERFECT PURENESS OF MIND, AND DEEDS, AND THOUGHTS, AND WORDS TOO, AND IN ITS LAST DEGREE SINLESSNESS IN DREAMS. AND SUFFICIENT PURIFICATION TO A MAN, I RECKON, IS THOROUGH AND SURE REPENTANCE. IF, CONDEMNING OURSELVES FOR OUR FORMER ACTIONS, WE GO FORWARD, AFTER THESE THINGS TAKING THOUGHT,[9] AND DIVESTING OUR MIND BOTH OF THE THINGS WHICH PLEASE US THROUGH THE SENSES, AND OF OUR FORMER TRANSGRESSIONS. IF, THEN, WE ARE TO GIVE THE ETYMOLOGY OF EPISTHMH, KNOWLEDGE, ITS SIGNIFICATION IS TO BE DERIVED FROM STASIU, PLACING; FOR OUR SOUL, WHICH WAS FORMERLY BORNE, NOW IN ONE WAY, NOW IN ANOTHER, IT SETTLES IN OBJECTS. SIMILARLY, FAITH IS TO BE EXPLAINED ETYMOLOGICALLY, AS THE SETTLING (STASIU) OF OUR SOUL RESPECTING THAT WHICH IS. BUT WE DESIRE TO LEARN ABOUT THE MAN WHO IS ALWAYS, AND IN ALL THINGS RIGHTEOUS; WHO, NEITHER DREADING THE PENALTY PROCEEDING FROM THE LAW, NOR FEARING TO ENTERTAIN HATRED OF EVIL IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO LIVE WITH HIM AND WHO PROSECUTE THE INJURED, NOR DREADING DANGER AT THE HANDS OF THOSE WHO DO WRONG, REMAINS RIGHTEOUS. FOR HE WHO, ON ACCOUNT OF THESE CONSIDERATIONS, ABSTAINS FROM ANYTHING WRONG, IS NOT VOLUNTARILY KIND, BUT IS GOOD FROM FEAR. EVEN EPICURUS SAYS, THAT THE MAN WHO IN HIS ESTIMATION WAS WISE, "WOULD NOT DO WRONG TO ANY ONE FOR THE SAKE OF GAIN; FOR HE COULD NOT PERSUADE HIMSELF THAT HE WOULD ESCAPE DETECTION." SO THAT, IF HE KNEW HE WOULD NOT BE DETECTED, HE WOULD, ACCORDING TO HIM, DO EVIL. AND SUCH ARE THE DOCTRINES OF DARKNESS. IF, TOO, ONE SHALL ABSTAIN FROM DOING WRONG FROM HOPE OF THE RECOMPENSE GIVEN BY GOD ON ACCOUNT OF RIGHTEOUS DEEDS, HE IS NOT ON THIS SUPPOSITION SPONTANEOUSLY GOOD. FOR AS FEAR MAKES THAT MAN JUST, SO REWARD MAKES THIS ONE; OR RATHER, MAKES HIM APPEAR TO BE JUST. BUT WITH THE HOPE AFTER DEATH--A GOOD HOPE TO THE GOOD, TO THE BAD THE REVERSE--NOT ONLY THEY WHO FOLLOW AFTER BARBARIAN WISDOM, BUT ALSO THE PYTHAGOREANS, ARE ACQUAINTED. FOR THE LATTER ALSO PROPOSED HOPE AS AN END TO THOSE WHO PHILOSOPHIZE. WHEREAS SOCRATES[1] ALSO, IN THE PHAEDO, SAYS "THAT GOOD SOULS DEPART HENCE WITH A GOOD HOPE;" AND AGAIN, DENOUNCING THE WICKED, HE SETS AGAINST THIS THE ASSERTION, "FOR THEY LIVE WITH AN EVIL HOPE." WITH HIM HERACLITUS MANIFESTLY AGREES IN HIS DISSERTATIONS CONCERNING MEN: "THERE AWAITS MAN AFTER DEATH WHAT THEY NEITHER HOPE NOR THINK." DIVINELY, THEREFORE, PAUL WRITES EXPRESSLY, "TRIBULATION WORKETH, PATIENCE, AND PATIENCE EXPERIENCE, AND EXPERIENCE HOPE; AND HOPE MAKETH NOT ASHAMED."[2] FOR THE PATIENCE IS ON ACCOUNT OF THE HOPE IN THE FUTURE. NOW HOPE IS SYNONYMOUS WITH THE RECOMPENSE AND RESTITUTION OF HOPE; WHICH MAKETH NOT ASHAMED, NOT BEING ANY MORE VILIFIED. BUT HE WHO OBEYS THE MERE CALL, AS HE IS CALLED, NEITHER FOR FEAR, NOR FOR ENJOYMENTS, IS ON HIS WAY TO KNOWLEDGE (GNWSIU). FOR HE DOES NOT CONSIDER WHETHER ANY EXTRINSIC LUCRATIVE GAIN OR ENJOYMENT FOLLOWS TO HIM; BUT DRAWN BY THE LOVE OF HIM WHO IS THE TRUE OBJECT OF LOVE, AND LED TO WHAT IS REQUISITE, PRACTICES PIETY. SO THAT NOT EVEN WERE WE TO SUPPOSE HIM TO RECEIVE FROM GOD LEAVE TO DO THINGS FORBIDDEN WITH IMPUNITY; NOT EVEN IF HE WERE TO GET THE PROMISE THAT HE WOULD RECEIVE AS A REWARD THE GOOD THINGS OF THE BLESSED; BUT BESIDES, NOT EVEN IF HE COULD PERSUADE HIMSELF THAT GOD WOULD BE HOODWINKED WITH REFERENCE TO WHAT HE DOES (WHICH IS IMPOSSIBLE), WOULD HE EVER WISH TO DO AUGHT CONTRARY TO RIGHT REASON, HAVING ONCE MADE CHOICE OF WHAT IS TRULY GOOD AND WORTHY OF CHOICE ON ITS OWN ACCOUNT, AND THEREFORE TO BE LOVED. FOR IT IS NOT IN THE FOOD OF THE BELLY, THAT WE HAVE HEARD GOOD TO BE SITUATED. BUT HE HAS HEARD THAT "MEAT WILL NOT COMMEND US,"[3] NOR MARRIAGE, NOR ABSTINENCE FROM MARRIAGE IN IGNORANCE; BUT VIRTUOUS GNOSTIC CONDUCT. FOR THE DOG, WHICH IS AN IRRATIONAL ANIMAL, MAY BE SAID TO BE CONTINENT, DREADING AS IT DOES THE UPLIFTED STICK, AND THEREFORE KEEPING AWAY FROM THE MEAT. BUT LET THE PREDICTED PROMISE BE TAKEN AWAY, AND THE THREATENED DREAD CANCELLED, AND THE IMPENDING DANGER REMOVED, AND THE DISPOSITION OF SUCH PEOPLE WILL BE REVEALED. 
CHAP. XXIII. --THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 
FOR IT IS NOT SUITABLE TO THE NATURE OF THE THING ITSELF, THAT THEY SHOULD APPREHEND IN THE TRULY GNOSTIC MANNER THE TRUTH, THAT ALL THINGS WHICH WERE CREATED FOR OUR USE ARE GOOD; AS, FOR EXAMPLE, MARRIAGE AND PROCREATION, WHEN USED IN MODERATION; AND THAT IT IS BETTER THAN GOOD TO I BECOME FREE OF PASSION, AND VIRTUOUS BY ASSIMILATION TO THE DIVINE. BUT IN THE CASE OF EXTERNAL THINGS, AGREEABLE OR DISAGREEABLE, FROM SOME THEY ABSTAIN, FROM OTHERS NOT. BUT IN THOSE THINGS FROM WHICH THEY ABSTAIN FROM DISGUST, THEY PLAINLY FIND FAULT WITH THE CREATURE AND THE CREATOR; AND THOUGH IN APPEARANCE THEY WALK FAITHFULLY, THE OPINION THEY MAINTAIN IS IMPIOUS. THAT COMMAND, "THOU SHALL NOT LUST," NEEDS NEITHER THE NECESSITY ARISING FROM FEAR, WHICH COMPELS TO KEEP FROM THINGS THAT ARE PLEASANT; NOR THE REWARD, WHICH BY PROMISE PERSUADES TO RESTRAIN THE IMPULSES OF PASSION. AND THOSE WHO OBEY GOD THROUGH THE PROMISE, CAUGHT BY THE BAIT OF PLEASURE, CHOOSE OBEDIENCE NOT FOR THE SAKE OF THE COMMANDMENT, BUT FOR THE SAKE OF THE PROMISE. NOR WILL TURNING AWAY FROM OBJECTS OF SENSE, AS A MATTER OF NECESSARY CONSEQUENCE, PRODUCE ATTACHMENT TO INTELLECTUAL OBJECTS. ON THE CONTRARY, THE ATTACHMENT TO INTELLECTUAL OBJECTS NATURALLY BECOMES TO THE GNOSTIC AN INFLUENCE WHICH DRAWS AWAY FROM THE OBJECTS OF SENSE; INASMUCH AS HE, IN VIRTUE OF THE SELECTION OF WHAT IS GOOD, HAS CHOSEN WHAT IS GOOD ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE (GNWSTIKWU), ADMIRING GENERATION, AND BY SANCTIFYING THE CREATOR SANCTIFYING ASSIMILATION TO THE DIVINE. BUT I SHALL FREE MYSELF FROM LUST, LET HIM SAY, O LORD, FOR THE SAKE OF ALLIANCE WITH THEE. FOR THE ECONOMY OF CREATION IS GOOD, AND ALL THINGS ARE WELL ADMINISTERED: NOTHING HAPPENS WITHOUT A CAUSE. I MUST BE IN WHAT IS THINE, O OMNIPOTENT ONE. AND IF I AM THERE, I AM NEAR THEE. AND I WOULD BE FREE OF FEAR THAT I MAY BE ABLE TO DRAW NEAR TO THEE, AND TO BE SATISFIED WITH LITTLE, PRACTICING THY JUST CHOICE BETWEEN THINGS GOOD AND THINGS LIKE. RIGHT MYSTICALLY AND SACREDLY THE APOSTLE, TEACHING US THE CHOICE WHICH IS TRULY GRACIOUS, NOT IN THE WAY OF REJECTION OF OTHER THINGS AS BAD, BUT SO AS TO DO THINGS BETTER THAN WHAT IS GOOD, HAS SPOKEN, SAYING, "SO HE THAT GIVETH HIS VIRGIN IN MARRIAGE DOETH WELL; AND HE THAT GIVETH HER NOT DOETH BETTER; AS FAR AS RESPECTS SEEMLINESS AND UNDISTRACTED ATTENDANCE ON THE LORD."[1] NOW WE KNOW THAT THINGS WHICH ARE DIFFICULT ARE NOT ESSENTIAL; BUT THAT THINGS WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL HAVE BEEN GRACIOUSLY MADE EASY OF ATTAINMENT BY GOD. WHEREFORE DEMOCRITUS WELL SAYS, THAT "NATURE AND INSTRUCTION" ARE LIKE EACH OTHER. AND WE HAVE BRIEFLY ASSIGNED THE CAUSE. FOR INSTRUCTION HARMONIZES MAN, AND BY HARMONIZING MAKES HIM NATURAL; AND IT IS NO MATTER WHETHER ONE WAS MADE SUCH AS HE IS BY NATURE, OR TRANSFORMED BY TIME AND EDUCATION. THE LORD HAS FURNISHED BOTH; THAT WHICH IS BY CREATION, AND THAT WHICH IS BY CREATING AGAIN AND RENEWAL THROUGH THE COVENANT. AND THAT IS PREFERABLE WHICH IS ADVANTAGEOUS TO WHAT IS SUPERIOR; BUT WHAT IS SUPERIOR TO EVERYTHING IS MIND. SO, THEN, WHAT IS REALLY GOOD IS SEEN TO BE MOST PLEASANT, AND OF ITSELF PRODUCES THE FRUIT WHICH IS DESIRED--TRANQUILITY OF SOUL. "AND HE WHO HEARS ME," IT IS SAID, "SHALL REST IN PEACE, CONFIDENT, AND SHALL BE CALM WITHOUT FEAR OF ANY EVIL."[2] "RELY WITH ALL THY HEART AND THY MIND ON GOD."[3] ON THIS WISE IT IS POSSIBLE FOR THE GNOSTIC ALREADY TO HAVE BECOME GOD. "I SAID, YE ARE GODS, AND[4] SONS OF THE HIGHEST." AND EMPEDOCLES SAYS THAT THE SOULS OF THE WISE BECOME GODS, WRITING AS FOLLOWS: "AT LAST PROPHETS, MINSTRELS, AND PHYSICIANS, AND THE FOREMOST AMONG MORTAL MEN, APPROACH; WHENCE SPRING GODS SUPREME IN HONORS." MAN, THEN, GENETICALLY CONSIDERED, IS FORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE IDEA OF THE CONNATE SPIRIT. FOR HE IS NOT CREATED FORMLESS AND SHAPELESS IN THE WORKSHOP OF NATURE, WHERE MYSTICALLY THE PRODUCTION OF MAN IS ACCOMPLISHED, BOTH ART AND ESSENCE BEING COMMON. BUT THE INDIVIDUAL MAN IS STAMPED ACCORDING TO THE IMPRESSION PRODUCED IN THE SOUL BY THE OBJECTS OF HIS CHOICE. THUS, WE SAY THAT ADAM WAS PERFECT, AS FAR AS RESPECTS HIS FORMATION; FOR NONE OF THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE IDEA AND FORM OF MAN WERE WANTING TO HIM; BUT IN THE ACT OF COMING INTO BEING HE RECEIVED PERFECTION. AND HE WAS JUSTIFIED BY OBEDIENCE; THIS WAS REACHING MANHOOD, AS FAR AS DEPENDED ON HIM. AND THE CAUSE LAY IN HIS CHOOSING, AND ESPECIALLY IN HIS CHOOSING WHAT WAS FORBIDDEN. GOD WAS NOT THE CAUSE. FOR PRODUCTION IS TWOFOLD--OF THINGS PROCREATED, AND OF THINGS THAT GROW. AND MANLINESS IN MAN, WHO IS SUBJECT TO PERTURBATION, AS THEY SAY, MAKES HIM WHO PARTAKES OF IT ESSENTIALLY FEARLESS AND INVINCIBLE; AND ANGER IS THE MIND'S SATELLITE IN PATIENCE, AND ENDURANCE, AND THE LIKE; AND SELF- CONSTRAINT AND SALUTARY SENSE ARE SET OVER DESIRE. BUT GOD IS IMPASSIBLE, FREE OF ANGER, DESTITUTE OF DESIRE. AND HE IS NOT FREE OF FEAR, IN THE SENSE OF AVOIDING WHAT IS TERRIBLE; OR TEMPERATE, IN THE SENSE OF HAVING COMMAND OF DESIRES. FOR NEITHER CAN THE NATURE OF GOD FALL IN WITH ANYTHING TERRIBLE, NOR DOES GOD FLEE FEAR; JUST AS HE WILL NOT FEEL DESIRE, SO AS TO RULE OVER DESIRES. ACCORDINGLY THAT PYTHAGOREAN SAYING WAS MYSTICALLY UTTERED RESPECTING US, "THAT MAN OUGHT TO BECOME ONE;" FOR THE HIGH PRIEST HIMSELF IS ONE, GOD BEING ONE IN THE IMMUTABLE STATE OF THE PERPETUAL FLOW[5] OR GOOD THINGS. NOW THE SAVIOR HAS TAKEN AWAY WRATH IN AND WITH LUST, WRATH BEING LUST OF VENGEANCE. FOR UNIVERSALLY LIABILITY TO FEELING BELONGS TO EVERY KIND OF DESIRE; AND MAN, WHEN DEIFIED PURELY INTO A PASSIONLESS STATE, BECOMES A UNIT. AS, THEN, THOSE, WHO AT SEA ARE HELD BY AN ANCHOR, PULL AT THE ANCHOR, BUT DO NOT DRAG IT TO THEM, BUT DRAG THEMSELVES TO THE ANCHOR; SO THOSE WHO, ACCORDING TO THE GNOSTIC LIFE, DRAW GOD TOWARDS THEM, IMPERCEPTIBLY BRING THEMSELVES TO GOD: FOR HE WHO REVERENCES GOD, REVERENCES HIMSELF. IN THE CONTEMPLATIVE LIFE, THEN, ONE IN WORSHIPPING GOD ATTENDS TO HIMSELF, AND THROUGH HIS OWN SPOTLESS PURIFICATION BEHOLDS THE HOLY GOD HOLILY; FOR SELF-CONTROL, BEING PRESENT, SURVEYING AND CONTEMPLATING ITSELF UNINTERRUPTEDLY, IS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE ASSIMILATED TO GOD. 
CHAP. XXIV. --THE REASON AND END OF DIVINE PUNISHMENTS. 
NOW THAT IS IN OUR POWER, OF WHICH EQUALLY WITH ITS OPPOSITE WE ARE MASTERS, AS, SAY TO PHILOSOPHIZE OR NOT, TO BELIEVE OR DISBELIEVE. IN CONSEQUENCE, THEN, OF OUR BEING EQUALLY MASTERS OF EACH OF THE OPPOSITES, WHAT DEPENDS ON US IS FOUND POSSIBLE. NOW THE COMMANDMENTS MAY BE DONE OR NOT DONE BY US, WHO, AS IS REASONABLE, ARE LIABLE TO PRAISE AND BLAME. AND THOSE, AGAIN, WHO ARE PUNISHED ON ACCOUNT OF SINS COMMITTED BY THEM, ARE PUNISHED FOR THEM ALONE; FOR WHAT IS DONE IS PAST, AND WHAT IS DONE CAN NEVER BE UNDONE. THE SINS COMMITTED BEFORE FAITH ARE ACCORDINGLY FORGIVEN BY THE LORD, NOT THAT THEY MAY BE UNDONE, BUT AS IF THEY HAD NOT BEEN DONE. "BUT NOT ALL," SAYS BASILIDES,[6] "BUT ONLY SINS INVOLUNTARY AND IN IGNORANCE, ARE FORGIVEN;" AS WOULD BE THE CASE WERE IT A MAN, AND NOT GOD, THAT CONFERRED SUCH A BOON. TO SUCH A ONE SCRIPTURE SAYS, "THOU THOUGHTEST THAT I WOULD BE LIKE THEE."[7] BUT IF WE ARE PUNISHED FOR VOLUNTARY SINS, WE ARE PUNISHED NOT THAT THE SINS WHICH ARE DONE MAY BE UNDONE, BUT BECAUSE THEY WERE DONE. BUT PUNISHMENT DOES NOT AVAIL TO HIM WHO HAS SINNED, TO UNDO HIS SIN, BUT THAT HE MAY SIN NO MORE, AND THAT NO ONE ELSE FALL INTO THE LIKE. THEREFORE, THE GOOD GOD CORRECTS FOR THESE THREE CAUSES: FIRST, THAT HE WHO IS CORRECTED MAY BECOME BETTER THAN HIS FORMER SELF; THEN THAT THOSE WHO ARE CAPABLE OF BEING SAVED BY EXAMPLES MAY BE DRIVEN BACK, BEING ADMONISHED; AND THIRDLY, THAT HE WHO IS INJURED MAY NOT BE READILY DESPISED, AND BE APT TO RECEIVE INJURY. AND THERE ARE TWO METHODS OF CORRECTION--THE INSTRUCTIVE AND THE PUNITIVE, WHICH WE HAVE CALLED THE DISCIPLINARY. IT OUGHT TO BE KNOWN, THEN, THAT THOSE WHO FALL INTO SIN AFTER BAPTISM[1] ARE THOSE WHO ARE SUBJECTED TO DISCIPLINE; FOR THE DEEDS DONE BEFORE ARE REMITTED, AND THOSE DONE AFTER ARE PURGED. IT IS IN REFERENCE TO THE UNBELIEVING THAT IT IS SAID, "THAT THEY ARE RECKONED AS THE CHAFF WHICH THE WIND DRIVES FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND THE DROP WHICH FALLS FROM A VESSEL."[2] 
CHAP. XXV. --TRUE PERFECTION CONSISTS IN THE KNOWLEDGE AND LOVE OF GOD. 
"HAPPY HE WHO POSSESSES THE CULTURE OF KNOWLEDGE, AND IS NOT MOVED TO THE INJURY OF THE CITIZENS OR TO WRONG ACTIONS, BUT CONTEMPLATES THE UNDECAYING ORDER OF IMMORTAL NATURE, HOW AND IN WHAT WAY AND MANNER IT SUBSISTS. TO SUCH THE PRACTICE OF BASE DEEDS ATTACHES NOT," RIGHTLY, THEN, PLATO SAYS, "THAT THE MAN WHO DEVOTES HIMSELF TO THE CONTEMPLATION OF IDEAS WILL LIVE AS A GOD AMONG MEN; NOW THE MIND IS THE PLACE OF IDEAS, AND GOD IS MIND." HE SAYS THAT BE WHO CONTEMPLATES THE UNSEEN GOD LIVES AS A GOD AMONG MEN. AND IN THE SOPHIST, SOCRATES CALLS THE STRANGER OF ELEA, WHO WAS A DIALECTICIAN, "GOD:" "SUCH ARE THE GODS WHO, LIKE STRANGER GUESTS, FREQUENT CITIES. FOR WHEN THE SOUL, RISING ABOVE THE SPHERE OF GENERATION, IS BY ITSELF APART, AND DWELLS AMIDST IDEAS," LIKE THE CORYPHAEUS IN THEAETETUS, NOW BECOME AS AN ANGEL, IT WILL BE WITH CHRIST, BEING RAPT IN CONTEMPLATION, EVER KEEPING IN VIEW THE WILL OF GOD; IN REALITY "ALONE WISE, WHILE THESE FLIT-LIKE SHADOWS."[3] "FOR THE DEAD BURY THEIR DEAD." WHENCE JEREMIAH SAYS: "I WILL FILL IT WITH THE EARTH-BORN DEAD WHOM MINE ANGER HAS SMITTEN."[4] GOD, THEN, BEING NOT A SUBJECT FOR DEMONSTRATION, CANNOT BE THE OBJECT OF SCIENCE. BUT THE SON IS WISDOM, AND KNOWLEDGE, AND TRUTH, AND ALL ELSE THAT HAS AFFINITY THERETO. HE IS ALSO SUSCEPTIBLE OF DEMONSTRATION AND OF DESCRIPTION. AND ALL THE POWERS OF THE SPIRIT, BECOMING COLLECTIVELY ONE THING, TERMINATE IN THE SAME POINT--THAT IS, IN THE SON. BUT HE IS INCAPABLE OF BEING DECLARED, IN RESPECT OF THE IDEA OF EACH ONE OF HIS POWERS. AND THE SON IS NEITHER SIMPLY ONE THING AS ONE THING, NOR MANY THINGS AS PARTS, BUT ONE THING AS ALL THINGS; WHENCE ALSO HE IS ALL THINGS. FOR HE IS THE CIRCLE OF ALL POWERS ROLLED AND UNITED INTO ONE UNITY. WHEREFORE THE WORD IS CALLED THE ALPHA AND THE OMEGA, OF WHOM ALONE THE END BECOMES BEGINNING, AND ENDS AGAIN AT THE ORIGINAL BEGINNING WITHOUT ANY BREAK. WHEREFORE ALSO TO BELIEVE IN HIM, AND BY HIM, IS TO BECOME A UNIT, BEING INDISSOLUBLY UNITED IN HIM; AND TO DISBELIEVE IS TO BE SEPARATED, DISJOINED, DIVIDED. "WHEREFORE THUS SAITH THE LORD, EVERY ALIEN SON IS UNCIRCUMCISED IN HEART, AND UNCIRCUMCISED IN FLESH" (THAT IS, UNCLEAN IN BODY AND SOUL): "THERE SHALL NOT ENTER ONE OF THE STRANGERS INTO THE MIDST OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, BUT THE LEVITES."[5] HE CALLS THOSE THAT WOULD NOT BELIEVE, BUT WOULD DISBELIEVE, STRANGERS. ONLY THOSE WHO LIVE PURELY BEING TRUE PRIESTS OF GOD. WHEREFORE, OF ALL THE CIRCUMCISED TRIBES, THOSE ANOINTED TO BE HIGH PRIESTS, AND KINGS, AND PROPHETS, WERE RECKONED MORE HOLY. WHENCE HE COMMANDS THEM NOT TO TOUCH DEAD BODIES, OR APPROACH THE DEAD; NOT THAT THE BODY WAS POLLUTED, BUT THAT SIN AND DISOBEDIENCE WERE INCARNATE, AND EMBODIED, AND DEAD, AND THEREFORE ABOMINABLE. IT WAS ONLY, THEN, WHEN A FATHER AND MOTHER, A SON AND DAUGHTER DIED, THAT THE PRIEST WAS ALLOWED TO ENTER, BECAUSE THESE WERE RELATED ONLY BY FLESH AND SEED, TO WHOM THE PRIEST WAS INDEBTED FOR THE IMMEDIATE CAUSE OF HIS ENTRANCE INTO LIFE. AND THEY PURIFY THEMSELVES SEVEN DAYS, THE PERIOD IN WHICH CREATION WAS CONSUMMATED. FOR ON THE SEVENTH DAY THE REST IS CELEBRATED; AND ON THE EIGHTH HE BRINGS A PROPITIATION, AS IS WRITTEN IN EZEKIEL, ACCORDING TO WHICH PROPITIATION THE PROMISE IS TO BE RECEIVED.[6] AND THE PERFECT PROPITIATION, I TAKE IT, IS THAT PROPITIOUS FAITH IN THE GOSPEL WHICH IS BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND THE PURITY WHICH SHOWS ITSELF IN UNIVERSAL OBEDIENCE, WITH THE ABANDONMENT OF THE THINGS OF THE WORLD; IN ORDER TO THAT GRATEFUL SURRENDER OF THE TABERNACLE, WHICH RESULTS FROM THE ENJOYMENT OF THE SOUL. WHETHER, THEN, THE TIME BE THAT WHICH THROUGH THE SEVEN PERIODS ENUMERATED RETURNS TO THE CHIEFEST REST,[7] OR THE SEVEN HEAVENS, WHICH SOME RECKON ONE ABOVE THE OTHER; OR WHETHER ALSO THE FIXED SPHERE WHICH BORDERS ON THE INTELLECTUAL WORLD BE CALLED THE EIGHTH, THE EXPRESSION DENOTES THAT THE GNOSTIC OUGHT TO RISE OUT OF THE SPHERE OF CREATION AND OF SIN. AFTER THESE SEVEN DAYS, SACRIFICES ARE OFFERED FOR SINS. FOR THERE IS STILL FEAR OF CHANGE, AND IT TOUCHES THE SEVENTH CIRCLE. THE RIGHTEOUS JOB SAYS: "NAKED CAME I OUT OF MY MOTHER'S WOMB, AND NAKED SHALL I RETURN THERE;"[1] NOT NAKED OF POSSESSIONS, FOR THAT WERE A TRIVIAL AND COMMON THING; BUT, AS A JUST MAN, HE DEPARTS NAKED OF EVIL AND SIN, AND OF THE UNSIGHTLY SHAPE WHICH FOLLOWS THOSE WHO HAVE LED BAD LIVES. FOR THIS WAS WHAT WAS SAID, "UNLESS YE BE CONVERTED, AND BECOME AS CHILDREN,"[2] PURE IN FLESH, HOLY IN SOUL BY ABSTINENCE FROM EVIL DEEDS; SHOWING THAT HE WOULD HAVE US TO BE SUCH AS ALSO HE GENERATED US FROM OUR MOTHER--THE WATER.[3] FOR THE INTENT OF ONE GENERATION SUCCEEDING ANOTHER IS TO IMMORTALIZE BY PROGRESS. "BUT THE LAMP OF THE WICKED SHALL BE PUT OUT."[4] THAT PURITY IN BODY AND SOUL WHICH THE GNOSTIC PARTAKES OF, THE ALL-WISE MOSES INDICATED, BY EMPLOYING REPETITION IN DESCRIBING THE INCORRUPTIBILITY OF BODY AND OF SOUL IN THE PERSON OF REBECCA, THUS: "NOW THE VIRGIN WAS FAIR, AND MAN HAD NOT KNOWN HER."[5] AND REBECCA, INTERPRETED, MEANS "GLORY OF GOD;" AND THE GLORY OF GOD IS IMMORTALITY.[6] THIS IS IN REALITY RIGHTEOUSNESS, NOT TO DESIRE OTHER THINGS, BUT TO BE ENTIRELY THE CONSECRATED TEMPLE OF THE LORD. RIGHTEOUSNESS IS PEACE OF LIFE AND A WELL-CONDITIONED STATE, TO WHICH THE LORD DISMISSED HER WHEN HE SAID, "DEPART INTO PEACE."[7] FOR SALEM IS, BY INTERPRETATION, PEACE; OF WHICH OUR SAVIOR IS ENROLLED KING, AS MOSES SAYS, MELCHIZEDEK KING OF SALEM, PRIEST OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], WHO GAVE BREAD AND WINE, FURNISHING CONSECRATED FOOD FOR A TYPE OF THE EUCHARIST. AND MELCHIZEDEK IS INTERPRETED "RIGHTEOUS KING;" AND THE NAME IS A SYNONYM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS AND PEACE. BASILIDES HOWEVER, SUPPOSES THAT RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HER DAUGHTER PEACE DWELL STATIONED IN THE EIGHTH SPHERE. BUT WE MUST PASS FROM PHYSICS TO ETHICS, WHICH ARE CLEARER; FOR THE DISCOURSE CONCERNING THESE WILL FOLLOW AFTER THE TREATISE IN HAND. THE SAVIOR HIMSELF, THEN, PLAINLY INITIATES US INTO THE MYSTERIES, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS OF THE TRAGEDY:[8] "SEEING THOSE WHO SEE, HE ALSO GIVES THE ORGIES." AND IF YOU ASK, "THESE ORGIES, WHAT IS THEIR NATURE?" YOU WILL HEAR AGAIN: "IT IS FORBIDDEN TO MORTALS UNINITIATED IN THE BACCHIC RITES TO KNOW." AND IF ANY ONE WILL INQUIRE CURIOUSLY WHAT THEY ARE, LET HIM HEAR: "IT IS NOT LAWFUL FOR THEE TO HEAR, BUT THEY ARE WORTH KNOWING; THE RITES OF THE GOD DETEST HIM WHO PRACTICES IMPIETY." NOW GOD, WHO IS WITHOUT BEGINNING, IS THE PERFECT BEGINNING OF THE UNIVERSE, AND THE PRODUCER OF THE BEGINNING. AS, THEN, HE IS BEING, HE IS THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ACTION, AS HE IS GOOD, OF MORALS; AS HE IS MIND, ON THE OTHER HAND, HE IS THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF REASONING AND OF JUDGMENT. WHENCE ALSO HE ALONE IS TEACHER, WHO IS THE ONLY SON OF THE MOST-HIGH FATHER [STEPHEN], THE INSTRUCTOR OF MEN. 
CHAP. XXVI. --HOW THE PERFECT MAN TREATS THE BODY AND THE THINGS OF THE WORLD. 
THOSE, THEN, WHO RUN DOWN CREATED EXISTENCE AND VILIFY THE BODY ARE WRONG; NOT CONSIDERING THAT THE FRAME OF MAN WAS FORMED ERECT FOR THE CONTEMPLATION OF HEAVEN, AND THAT THE ORGANIZATION OF THE SENSES TENDS TO KNOWLEDGE; AND THAT THE MEMBERS AND PARTS ARE ARRANGED FOR GOOD, NOT FOR PLEASURE. WHENCE THIS ABODE BECOMES RECEPTIVE OF THE SOUL WHICH IS MOST PRECIOUS TO GOD; AND IS DIGNIFIED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH THE SANCTIFICATION OF SOUL AND BODY, PERFECTED WITH THE PERFECTION OF THE SAVIOR. AND THE SUCCESSION OF THE THREE VIRTUES IS FOUND IN THE GNOSTIC, WHO MORALLY, PHYSICALLY, AND LOGICALLY OCCUPIES HIMSELF WITH GOD. FOR WISDOM IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS DIVINE AND HUMAN; AND RIGHTEOUSNESS IS THE CONCORD OF THE PARTS OF THE SOUL; AND HOLINESS IS THE SERVICE OF GOD. BUT IF ONE WERE TO SAY THAT HE DISPARAGED THE FLESH, AND GENERATION ON ACCOUNT OF IT, BY QUOTING ISAIAH, WHO SAYS, "ALL FLESH IS GRASS, AND ALL THE GLORY OF MAN AS THE FLOWER OF GRASS: THE GRASS IS WITHERED, AND THE FLOWER HAS FALLEN; BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURETH FOR EVER; "[9] LET HIM HEAR THE SPIRIT INTERPRETING THE MATTER IN QUESTION BY JEREMIAH, "AND I SCATTERED THEM LIKE DRY STICKS, THAT ARE MADE TO FLY BY THE WIND INTO THE DESERT. THIS IS THE LOT AND PORTION OF YOUR DISOBEDIENCE, SAITH THE LORD. AS THOU HAST FORGOTTEN ME, AND HAST TRUSTED IN LIES, SO WILL I DISCOVER THY HINDER PARTS TO THY FACE; AND THY DISGRACE SHALL BE SEEN, THY ADULTERY, AND THY NEIGHING," AND SO ON. [10] FOR "THE FLOWER OF GRASS," AND "WALKING AFTER THE FLESH," AND "BEING CARNAL," ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE, ARE THOSE WHO ARE IN THEIR SINS. THE SOUL OF MAN IS CONFESSEDLY THE BETTER PART OF MAN, AND THE BODY THE INFERIOR. BUT NEITHER IS THE SOUL GOOD BY NATURE, NOR, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS THE BODY BAD BY NATURE. NOR IS THAT WHICH IS NOT GOOD STRAIGHTWAY BAD. FOR THERE ARE THINGS WHICH OCCUPY A MIDDLE PLACE, AND AMONG THEM ARE THINGS TO BE PREFERRED, AND THINGS TO BE REJECTED. THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN, THEN, WHICH HAS ITS PLACE AMONG THINGS OF SENSE, WAS NECESSARILY COMPOSED OF THINGS DIVERSE, BUT NOT OPPOSITE--BODY AND SOUL. ALWAYS THEREFORE THE GOOD ACTIONS, AS BETTER, ATTACH TO THE BETTER AND RULING SPIRIT; AND VOLUPTUOUS AND SINFUL ACTIONS ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THE WORSE, THE SINFUL ONE. NOW THE SOUL OF THE WISE MAN AND GNOSTIC, AS SOJOURNING IN THE BODY, CONDUCTS ITSELF TOWARDS IT GRAVELY AND RESPECTFULLY, NOT WITH INORDINATE AFFECTIONS, AS ABOUT TO LEAVE THE TABERNACLE IF THE TIME OF DEPARTURE SUMMON. "I AM A STRANGER IN THE EARTH, AND A SOJOURNER WITH YOU," IT IS SAID. [1] AND HENCE BASILIDES SAYS, THAT HE APPREHENDS THAT THE ELECTION ARE STRANGERS TO THE WORLD, BEING SUPRAMUNDANE BY NATURE. BUT THIS IS NOT THE CASE. FOR ALL THINGS ARE OF ONE GOD. AND NO ONE IS A STRANGER TO THE WORLD BY NATURE, THEIR ESSENCE BEING ONE, AND GOD ONE. BUT THE ELECT MAN DWELLS AS A SOJOURNER, KNOWING ALL THINGS TO BE POSSESSED AND DISPOSED OF; AND HE MAKES USE OF THE THINGS WHICH THE PYTHAGOREANS MAKE OUT TO BE THE THREEFOLD GOOD THINGS. THE BODY, TOO, AS ONE SENT ON A DISTANT PILGRIMAGE, USES INNS AND DWELLINGS BY THE WAY, HAVING CARE OF THE THINGS OF THE WORLD, OF THE PLACES WHERE HE HALTS; BUT LEAVING HIS DWELLING-PLACE AND PROPERTY WITHOUT EXCESSIVE EMOTION; READILY FOLLOWING HIM THAT LEADS HIM AWAY FROM LIFE; BY NO MEANS AND ON NO OCCASION TURNING BACK; GIVING THANKS FOR HIS SOJOURN, AND BLESSING [GOD] FOR HIS DEPARTURE, EMBRACING THE MANSION THAT IS IN HEAVEN "FOR WE KNOW, THAT, IF THE EARTHLY HOUSE OF OUR TABERNACLE BE DISSOLVED, WE HAVE A BUILDING OF GOD, AN HOUSE NOT MADE WITH HANDS, ETERNAL IN THE HEAVENS. FOR WE THAT ARE IN THIS TABERNACLE DO GROAN, DESIRING TO BE CLOTHED UPON WITH OUR HOUSE WHICH IS FROM HEAVEN: IF SO, BE THAT BEING CLOTHED WE SHALL NOT BE FOUND NAKED. FOR WE BY SIGHT,"[2] AS THE APOSTLE SAYS; WALK BY FAITH, NOT "AND WE ARE WILLING RATHER TO BE ABSENT FROM THE BODY, AND PRESENT WITH GOD." THE RATHER IS IN COMPARISON. AND COMPARISON OBTAINS IN THE CASE OF THINGS THAT FALL UNDER RESEMBLANCE; AS THE MORE VALIANT MAN IS MORE VALIANT AMONG THE VALIANT, AND MOST VALIANT AMONG COWARDS. WHENCE HE ADDS, "WHEREFORE WE STRIVE, WHETHER PRESENT OR ABSENT, TO BE ACCEPTED WITH HIM,"[3] THAT IS, GOD, WHOSE WORK AND CREATION ARE ALL THINGS, BOTH THE WORLD AND THINGS SUPRAMUNDANE. I ADMIRE EPICHARMUS, WHO CLEARLY SAYS: "ENDOWED WITH PIOUS MIND, YOU WILL NOT, IN DYING, SUFFER AUGHT EVIL. THE SPIRIT WILL DWELL IN HEAVEN ABOVE", AND THE MINSTREL[4] WHO SINGS: "THE SOULS OF THE WICKED FLIT ABOUT BELOW THE SKIES ON EARTH, IN MURDEROUS PAINS BENEATH INEVITABLE YOKES OF EVILS; BUT THOSE OF THE PIOUS DWELL IN THE HEAVENS, HYMNING IN SONGS THE GREAT, THE BLESSED ONE." THE SOUL IS NOT THEN SENT DOWN FROM HEAVEN TO WHAT IS WORSE. FOR GOD WORKS ALL THINGS UP TO WHAT IS BETTER. BUT THE SOUL WHICH HAS CHOSEN THE BEST LIFE--THE LIFE THAT IS FROM GOD AND RIGHTEOUSNESS-- EXCHANGES EARTH FOR HEAVEN. WITH REASON THEREFORE, JOB, WHO HAD ATTAINED TO KNOWLEDGE, SAID, "NOW I KNOW THAT THOU CANST DO ALL THINGS; AND NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE TO THEE. FOR WHO TELLS ME OF WHAT I KNOW NOT, GREAT AND WONDERFUL THINGS WITH WHICH I WAS UNACQUAINTED? AND I FELT MYSELF VILE, CONSIDERING MYSELF TO BE EARTH AND ASHES."[5] FOR HE WHO, BEING IN A STATE OF IGNORANCE, IS SINFUL, "IS EARTH AND ASHES; "WHILE HE WHO IS IN A STATE OF KNOWLEDGE, BEING ASSIMILATED AS FAR AS POSSIBLE TO GOD, IS ALREADY SPIRITUAL, AND SO ELECT. AND THAT SCRIPTURE CALLS THE SENSELESS AND DISOBEDIENT "EARTH," WILL BE MADE CLEAR BY JEREMIAH THE PROPHET, SAYING, IN REFERENCE TO JOACHIM AND HIS BRETHREN "EARTH, EARTH, HEAR THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD; WRITE THIS MAN, AS MAN EXCOMMUNICATED."[6] AND ANOTHER PROPHET SAYS AGAIN, "HEAR, O HEAVEN; AND GIVE EAR, O EARTH,"[7] CALLING UNDERSTANDING "EAR," AND THE SOUL OF THE GNOSTIC, THAT OF THE MAN WHO HAS APPLIED HIMSELF TO THE CONTEMPLATION OF HEAVEN AND DIVINE THINGS, AND IN THIS WAY HAS BECOME AN ISRAELITE, "HEAVEN." FOR AGAIN HE CALLS HIM WHO HAS MADE IGNORANCE AND HARDNESS OF HEART HIS CHOICE, "EARTH. “AND THE EXPRESSION" GIVE EAR" HE DERIVES FROM THE "ORGANS OF HEARING, THE EARS," ATTRIBUTING CARNAL THINGS TO THOSE WHO CLEAVE TO THE THINGS OF SENSE. SUCH ARE THEY OF WHOM MICAH THE PROPHET SAYS, "HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD, YE PEOPLES WHO DWELL WITH PANGS."[8] AND ABRAHAM SAID, "BY NO MEANS. THE LORD IS HE WHO JUDGETH THE EARTH; "[9] "SINCE HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT, IS," ACCORDING TO THE UTTERANCE OF THE SAVIOR, "CONDEMNED ALREADY."[10] AND THERE IS WRITTEN IN THE KINGS[11] THE JUDGMENT AND SENTENCE OF THE LORD, WHICH STANDS THUS: "THE LORD HEARS THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT THE WICKED HE SAVETH NOT, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT DESIRE TO KNOW GOD." FOR THE ALMIGHTY WILL NOT ACCOMPLISH WHAT IS ABSURD. WHAT DO THE HERESIES SAY TO THIS UTTERANCE, SEEING SCRIPTURE PROCLAIMS THE ALMIGHTY GOD TO BE GOOD, AND NOT THE AUTHOR OF EVIL AND WRONG, IF INDEED IGNORANCE ARISES FROM ONE NOT KNOWING? BUT GOD DOES NOTHING ABSURD. "FOR THIS GOD," IT IS SAID, "IS OUR GOD, AND THERE IS NONE TO SAVE BESIDES HIM."[12] "FOR THERE IS NO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WITH GOD,"[1] ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE. AND CLEARLY YET THE PROPHET TEACHES THE WILL OF GOD, AND THE GNOSTIC PROFICIENCY, IN THESE WORDS: "AND NOW, ISRAEL, WHAT DOTH THE LORD GOD REQUIRE OF THEE, BUT TO FEAR THE LORD THY GOD, AND WALK IN ALL HIS WAYS, AND LOVE HIM, AND SERVE HIM ALONE?"[2] HE ASKS OF THEE, WHO HAST THE POWER OF CHOOSING SALVATION. WHAT IS IT, THEN, THAT THE PYTHAGOREANS MEAN WHEN THEY BID US "PRAY WITH THE VOICE"? AS SEEMS TO ME, NOT THAT THEY THOUGHT THE DIVINITY COULD NOT HEAR THOSE WHO SPEAK SILENTLY, BUT BECAUSE THEY WISHED PRAYERS TO BE RIGHT, WHICH NO ONE WOULD BE ASHAMED TO MAKE IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF MANY. WE SHALL, HOWEVER, TREAT OF PRAYER IN DUE COURSE BY AND BY. BUT WE OUGHT TO HAVE WORKS THAT CRY ALOUD, AS BECOMING "THOSE WHO WALK IN THE DAY."[3] "LET THY WORKS SHINE,"[4] AND BEHOLD A MAN AND HIS WORKS BEFORE HIS FACE. "FOR BEHOLD GOD AND HIS WORKS."[5] FOR THE GNOSTIC MUST, AS FAR AS IS POSSIBLE, IMITATE GOD. AND THE POETS CALL THE ELECT IN THEIR PAGES GODLIKE AND GODS, AND EQUAL TO THE GODS, AND EQUAL IN SAGACITY TO ZEUS, AND HAVING COUNSELS LIKE THE GODS, AND RESEMBLING THE GODS, NIBBLING, AS SEEMS TO ME, AT THE EXPRESSION, "IN THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS."[6] EURIPIDES ACCORDINGLY SAYS, "GOLDEN WINGS ARE ROUND MY BACK, AND I AM SHOD WITH THE WINGED SANDALS OF THE SIRENS; AND I SHALL GO ALOFT INTO THE WIDE ETHER, TO HOLD CONVENE WITH ZEUS." BUT I SHALL PRAY THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST TO WING ME TO MY JERUSALEM. FOR THE STOICS SAY THAT HEAVEN IS PROPERLY A CITY, BUT PLACES HERE ON EARTH ARE NOT CITIES; FOR THEY ARE CALLED SO, BUT ARE NOT. FOR A CITY IS AN IMPORTANT THING, AND THE PEOPLE A DECOROUS BODY, AND A MULTITUDE OF MEN REGULATED BY LAW AS THE CHURCH BY THE WORD--A CITY ON EARTH IMPREGNABLE--FREE FROM TYRANNY; A PRODUCT OF THE DIVINE WILL ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN. IMAGES OF THIS CITY THE POETS CREATE WITH THEIR PEN. FOR THE HYPERBOREANS, AND THE ARIMASPIAN CITIES, AND THE ELYSIAN PLAINS, ARE COMMONWEALTHS OF JUST MEN. AND WE KNOW PLATO'S CITY PLACED AS A PATTERN IN HEAVEN. [7] 
CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA: THE STROMATA, OR MISCELLANIES
BOOK VI.
CHAP. I. PLAN. [1] 
THE SIXTH AND ALSO THE SEVENTH MISCELLANY OF GNOSTIC NOTES, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY, HAVING DELINEATED AS WELL AS POSSIBLE THE ETHICAL ARGUMENT CONVEYED IN THEM, AND HAVING EXHIBITED WHAT THE GNOSTIC IS IN HIS LIFE, PROCEED TO SHOW THE PHILOSOPHERS THAT HE IS BY NO MEANS IMPIOUS, AS THEY SUPPOSE, BUT THAT HE ALONE IS TRULY PIOUS, BY A COMPENDIOUS EXHIBITION OF THE GNOSTIC'S FORM OF RELIGION, AS FAR AS IT IS POSSIBLE, WITHOUT DANGER, TO COMMIT IT TO WRITING IN A BOOK OF REFERENCE. FOR THE LORD ENJOINED "TO LABOUR FOR THE MEAT WHICH ENDURETH TO ETERNITY."[2] AND THE PROPHET SAYS," BLESSED IS HE THAT SOWETH INTO ALL WATERS, WHOSE OX AND ASS TREAD,"[3] [THAT IS,] THE PEOPLE, FROM THE LAW AND FROM THE GENTILES, GATHERED INTO ONE FAITH. "NOW THE WEAK EATETH HERBS," ACCORDING TO THE NOBLE APOSTLE.[4] THE INSTRUCTOR, DIVIDED BY US INTO THREE BOOKS, HAS ALREADY EXHIBITED THE TRAINING AND NURTURE UP FROM THE STATE OF CHILDHOOD, THAT IS, THE COURSE OF LIFE WHICH FROM ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTION GROWS BY FAITH; AND IN THE CASE OF THOSE ENROLLED IN THE NUMBER OF MEN, PREPARES BEFOREHAND THE SOUL, ENDUED WITH VIRTUE, FOR THE RECEPTION OF GNOSTIC KNOWLEDGE. THE GREEKS, THEN, CLEARLY LEARNING, FROM WHAT SHALL BE SAID BY US IN THESE PAGES, THAT IN PROFANELY PERSECUTING THE GOD-LOVING MAN, THEY THEMSELVES ACT IMPIOUSLY; THEN, AS THE NOTES ADVANCE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE STYLE OF THE MISCELLANIES, WE MUST SOLVE THE DIFFICULTIES RAISED BOTH BY GREEKS AND BARBARIANS WITH RESPECT TO THE COMING OF THE LORD. IN A MEADOW THE FLOWERS BLOOMING VARIOUSLY, AND IN A PARK THE PLANTATIONS OF FRUIT TREES, ARE NOT SEPARATED ACCORDING TO THEIR SPECIES FROM THOSE OF OTHER KINDS. IF SOME, CULLING VARIETIES, HAVE COMPOSED LEARNED COLLECTIONS, MEADOWS, AND HELICONS, AND HONEYCOMBS, AND ROBES; THEN, WITH THE THINGS WHICH COME TO RECOLLECTION BY HAPHAZARD, AND ARE EXPURGATED NEITHER IN ORDER NOR EXPRESSION, BUT PURPOSELY SCATTERED, THE FORM OF THE MISCELLANIES IS PROMISCUOUSLY VARIEGATED LIKE A MEADOW. AND SUCH BEING THE CASE, MY NOTES SHALL SERVE AS KINDLING SPARKS; AND IN THE CASE OF HIM, WHO IS FIT FOR KNOWLEDGE, IF HE CHANCES TO FALL IN WITH THEM, RESEARCH MADE WITH EXERTION WILL TURN OUT TO HIS BENEFIT AND ADVANTAGE. FOR IT IS FIGHT THAT LABOR SHOULD PRECEDE NOT ONLY FOOD BUT ALSO, MUCH MORE KNOWLEDGE, IN THE CASE OF THOSE THAT ARE ADVANCING TO THE ETERNAL AND BLESSED SALVATION BY THE "STRAIT AND NARROW WAY," WHICH IS TRULY THE LORD'S. OUR KNOWLEDGE, AND OUR SPIRITUAL GARDEN, IS THE SAVIOR HIMSELF; INTO WHOM WE ARE PLANTED, BEING TRANSFERRED AND TRANSPLANTED, FROM OUR OLD LIFE, INTO THE GOOD LAND. AND TRANSPLANTING CONTRIBUTES TO FRUITFULNESS. THE LORD, THEN, INTO WHOM WE HAVE BEEN TRANSPLANTED, IS THE LIGHT I AND THE TRUE KNOWLEDGE. NOW KNOWLEDGE IS OTHERWISE SPOKEN OF IN A TWOFOLD SENSE: THAT, COMMONLY SO CALLED, WHICH APPEARS IN ALL MEN (SIMILARLY ALSO COMPREHENSION AND APPREHENSION), UNIVERSALLY, IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF INDIVIDUAL OBJECTS; IN WHICH NOT ONLY THE RATIONAL POWERS, BUT EQUALLY THE IRRATIONAL, SHARE, WHICH I WOULD NEVER TERM KNOWLEDGE, INASMUCH AS THE APPREHENSION OF THINGS THROUGH THE SENSES COMES NATURALLY. BUT THAT WHICH PAR EXCELLENCE IS TERMED KNOWLEDGE, BEARS THE IMPRESS OF JUDGMENT AND REASON, IN THE EXERCISE OF WHICH THERE WILL BE RATIONAL COGNITIONS ALONE, APPLYING PURELY TO OBJECTS OF THOUGHT, AND RESULTING FROM THE BARE ENERGY OF THE SOUL. "HE IS A GOOD MAN," SAYS DAVID,[5] "WHO PITIES" (THOSE RUINED THROUGH ERROR), "AND LENDS" (FROM THE COMMUNICATION OF THE WORD OF TRUTH) NOT AT HAPHAZARD, FOR "HE WILL DISPENSE HIS WORDS IN JUDGMENT:" WITH PROFOUND CALCULATION, "HE HATH DISPERSED, HE HATH GIVEN TO THE POOR." 
CHAP. II. THE SUBJECT OF PLAGIARISMS RESUMED. THE GREEKS PLAGIARIZED FROM ONE ANOTHER. 
BEFORE HANDLING THE POINT PROPOSED, WE MUST, BY WAY OF PREFACE, ADD TO THE CLOSE OF THE FIFTH BOOK WHAT IS WANTING. FOR SINCE WE HAVE SHOWN THAT THE SYMBOLICAL STYLE WAS ANCIENT, AND WAS EMPLOYED NOT ONLY BY OUR PROPHETS, BUT ALSO BY THE MAJORITY OF THE ANCIENT GREEKS, AND BY NOT A FEW OF THE REST OF THE GENTILE BARBARIANS, IT WAS REQUISITE TO PROCEED TO THE MYSTERIES OF THE INITIATED. I POSTPONE THE ELUCIDATION OF THESE TILL WE ADVANCE TO THE CONFUTATION OF WHAT IS SAID BY THE GREEKS ON FIRST PRINCIPLES; FOR WE SHALL SHOW THAT THE MYSTERIES BELONG TO THE SAME BRANCH OF SPECULATION. AND HAVING PROVED THAT THE DECLARATION OF HELLENIC THOUGHT IS ILLUMINATED ALL ROUND BY THE TRUTH, BESTOWED ON US IN THE SCRIPTURES, TAKING IT ACCORDING TO THE SENSE, WE HAVE PROVED, NOT TO SAY WHAT IS INVIDIOUS, THAT THE THEFT OF THE TRUTH PASSED TO THEM. COME, AND LET US ADDUCE THE GREEKS AS WITNESSES AGAINST THEMSELVES TO THE THEFT. FOR, INASMUCH AS THEY PILFER FROM ONE ANOTHER, THEY ESTABLISH THE FACT THAT THEY ARE THIEVES; AND ALTHOUGH AGAINST THEIR WILL, THEY ARE DETECTED, CLANDESTINELY APPROPRIATING TO THOSE OF THEIR OWN RACE THE TRUTH WHICH BELONGS TO US. FOR IF THEY DO NOT KEEP THEIR HANDS FROM EACH OTHER, THEY WILL HARDLY DO IT FROM OUR AUTHORS. I SHALL SAY NOTHING OF PHILOSOPHIC DOGMAS, SINCE THE VERY PERSONS WHO ARE THE AUTHORS OF THE DIVISIONS INTO SECTS, CONFESS IN WRITING, SO AS NOT TO BE CONVICTED OF INGRATITUDE, THAT THEY HAVE RECEIVED FROM SOCRATES THE MOST IMPORTANT OF THEIR DOGMAS. BUT AFTER AVAILING MYSELF OF A FEW TESTIMONIES OF MEN MOST TALKED OF, AND OF REPUTE AMONG THE GREEKS, AND EXPOSING THEIR PLAGIARIZING STYLE, AND SELECTING THEM FROM VARIOUS PERIODS, I SHALL TURN TO WHAT FOLLOWS. ORPHEUS, THEN, HAVING COMPOSED THE LINE: "SINCE NOTHING ELSE IS MORE SHAMELESS AND WRETCHED THAN WOMAN," HOMER PLAINLY SAYS: "SINCE NOTHING ELSE IS MORE DREADFUL AND SHAMELESS THAN A WOMAN."[1] AND MUSAEUS HAVING WRITTEN: "SINCE ART IS GREATLY SUPERIOR TO STRENGTH," HOMER SAYS: "BY ART RATHER THAN STRENGTH IS THE WOODCUTTER GREATLY SUPERIOR."[2] AGAIN, MUSAEUS HAVING COMPOSED THE LINES: "AND AS THE FRUITFUL FIELD PRODUCETH LEAVES, AND ON THE ASH TREES SOME FADE, OTHERS GROW, SO WHIRLS THE RACE OF MAN ITS LEAF," [3] HOMER TRANSCRIBES: "SOME OF THE LEAVES THE WIND STREWS ON THE GROUND. THE BUDDING WOOD BEARS SOME; IN TIME OF SPRING, THEY COME. SO, SPRINGS ONE RACE OF MEN, AND ONE DEPARTS."[4] AGAIN, HOMER HAVING SAID: "IT IS UNHOLY TO EXULT OVER DEAD MEN,"[5] ARCHILOCHUS AND CRATINUS WRITE, THE FORMER: "IT IS NOT NOBLE AT DEAD MEN TO SNEER", AND CRATINUS IN THE LACONES: "FOR MEN IT IS DREADFUL TO EXULT MUCH OVER THE STALWART DEAD." AGAIN, ARCHILOCHUS, TRANSFERRING THAT HOMERIC LINE: "I ERRED, NOR SAY I NAY: INSTEAD OF MANY"[6] WRITES THUS: "I ERRED, AND THIS MISCHIEF HATH SOMEHOW SEIZED ANOTHER." AS CERTAINLY ALSO THAT LINE: "EVENHANDED [7] WAR THE SLAYER SLAYS."[8] HE ALSO, ALTERING, HAS GIVEN FORTH THUS: "I WILL DO IT. FOR MARS TO MEN IN TRUTH IS EVENHANDED."[7] ALSO, TRANSLATING THE FOLLOWING: "THE ISSUES OF VICTORY AMONG MEN DEPEND ON THE GODS,"[9] HE OPENLY ENCOURAGES YOUTH, IN THE FOLLOWING IAMBIC: "VICTORY'S ISSUES ON THE GODS DEPEND." AGAIN, HOMER HAVING SAID: "WITH FEET UNWASHED SLEEPING ON THE GROUND," [10] EURIPIDES WRITES IN ERECHTEUS: "UPON THE PLAIN SPREAD WITH NO COUCH THEY SLEEP NORM THE STREAMS OF WATER LAVE THEIR FEET." ARCHILOCHUS HAVING LIKEWISE SAID: "BUT ONE WITH THIS AND ONE WITH THAT HIS HEART DELIGHTS?” IN CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE HOMERIC LINE: "FOR ONE IN THESE DEEDS, ONE IN THOSE DELIGHTS,"[11]EURIPIDES SAYS IN OENEUS: "BUT ONE IN THESE WAYS, ONE IN THOSE, HAS MORE DELIGHT." AND I HAVE HEARD AESCHYLUS SAYING: "HE WHO IS HAPPY OUGHT TO STAY AT HOME; THERE SHOULD HE ALSO STAY, WHO SPEEDS NOT WELL." AND EURIPIDES, TOO, SHOUTING THE LIKE ON THE STAGE: “HAPPY THE MAN WHO, PROSPEROUS, STAYS AT HOME." MENANDER, TOO, ON COMEDY, SAYING: "HE OUGHT AT HOME TO STAY, AND FREE REMAIN, OR BE NO LONGER RIGHTLY HAPPY." AGAIN, THEOGNIS HAVING SAID: "THE EXILE HAS NO COMRADE DEAR AND TRUE," EURIPIDES HAS WRITTEN: "FAR FROM THE POOR FLIES EVERY FRIEND." AND EPICHARMUS, SAYING: "DAUGHTER, WOE WORTH THE DAY THEE WHO ART OLD I MARRY TO A YOUTH; "[1] AND ADDING: "FOR THE YOUNG HUSBAND TAKES SOME OTHER GIRL, AND FOR ANOTHER HUSBAND LONGS THE WIFE," EURIPIDES[2] WRITES: "'IT IS BAD TO YOKE AN OLD WIFE TO A YOUTH; FOR HE DESIRES TO SHARE ANOTHER'S BED, AND SHE, BY HIM DESERTED, MISCHIEF PLOTS." EURIPIDES HAVING, BESIDES, SAID IN THE MEDEA: "FOR NO GOOD DO A BAD MAN'S GIFTS," SOPHOCLES IN AJAX FLAGELLIFER UTTERS THIS IAMBIC: "FOR FOES' GIFTS ARE NO GIFTS, NOR ANY BOON."[3] SOLON HAVING WRITTEN: "FOR SURFEIT INSOLENCE BEGETS, WHEN STORE OF WEALTH ATTENDS." THEOGNIS WRITES IN THE SAME WAY: "FOR SURFEIT INSOLENCE BEGETS, WHEN STORE OF WEALTH ATTENDS THE BAD." WHENCE ALSO THUCYDIDES, IN THE HISTORIES, SAYS: "MANY MEN, TO WHOM IN A GREAT DEGREE, AND IN A SHORT TIME, UNLOOKED-FOR PROSPERITY COMES, ARE WONT TO TURN TO INSOLENCE." AND PHILISTUS[4] LIKEWISE IMITATES THE SAME SENTIMENT, EXPRESSING HIMSELF THUS:-- "AND THE MANY THINGS WHICH TURN OUT PROSPEROUSLY TO MEN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON, HAVE AN INCREDIBLY DANGEROUS S TENDENCY TO MISFORTUNE. FOR THOSE WHO MEET WITH UNLOOKED SUCCESS BEYOND THEIR EXPECTATIONS, ARE FOR THE MOST PART WANT TO TURN TO INSOLENCE." AGAIN, EURIPIDES HAVING WRITTEN: "FOR CHILDREN SPRUNG OF PARENTS WHO HAVE LED A HARD AND TOILSOME LIFE, SUPERIOR ARE", CRITIAS WRITES: "FOR I BEGIN WITH A MAN'S ORIGIN: HOW FAR THE BEST AND STRONGEST IN BODY WILL HE BE, IF HIS FATHER EXERCISES HIMSELF, AND EATS IN A HARDY WAY, ANTI SUBJECTS HIS BODY TO TOILSOME LABOR; AND IF THE MOTHER OF THE FUTURE CHILD BE STRONG IN BODY, AND GIVE HERSELF EXERCISE." AGAIN, HOMER HAVING SAID OF THE HEPHAESTUS MADE SHIELD: "UPON IT EARTH AND HEAVEN AND SEA HE MADE, AND OCEAN'S RIVERS' MIGHTY STRENGTH PORTRAYED," PHERECYDES OF SYROS SAYS: "ZAS MAKES A CLOAK LARGE AND BEAUTIFUL, AND WORKS ON IT EARTH AND OGENUS, AND THE PALACE OF OGENUS." AND HOMER HAVING SAID: "SHAME, WHICH GREATLY HURTS A MAN OR HELPS,"[6] EURIPIDES WRITES IN ERECHTHEUS: "OF SHAME I FIND IT HARD TO JUDGE; ' IT IS NEEDED.' 'IT IS AT TIMES A GREAT MISCHIEF." TAKE, BY WAY OF PARALLEL, SUCH PLAGIARISMS AS THE FOLLOWING, FROM THOSE WHO FLOURISHED TOGETHER, AND WERE RIVALS OF EACH OTHER. FROM THE ORESTES OF EURIPIDES: "DEAR CHARM OF SLEEP, AID IN DISEASE." FROM THE ERIPHYLE OF SOPHOCIES: "HE THEE TO SLEEP, HEALER OF THAT DISEASE." AND FROM THE ANTIGONE OF SOPHOCLES: "BASTARDY IS OPPROBRIOUS IN NAME; BUT THE NATURE IS EQUAL;"[2] AND FROM THE ALEUADES OF SOPHOCLES: "EACH GOOD THING HAS ITS NATURE EQUAL." AGAIN, IN THE OTIMENUS[3] OF EURIPIDES: "FOR HIM WHO TOILS, GOD HELPS;" AND IN THE MINOS OF SOPHOCLES; "TO THOSE WHO ACT NOT, FORTUNE IS NO ALLY", AND FROM THE ALEXANDER OF EURIPIDES: "BUT TIME WILL SHOW; AND LEARNING, BY THAT TEST, I SHALL KNOW WHETHER THOU ART GOOD OR BAD", AND FROM THE HIPPONOS OF SOPHOCLES: "BESIDES, CONCEAL THOU NAUGHT; SINCE TIME, THAT SEES ALL, HEARS ALL, ALL THINGS WILL UNFOLD." BUT LET US SIMILARLY RUN OVER THE FOLLOWING; FOR EUMELUS HAVING COMPOSED THE LINE, "OF MEMORY AND OLYMPIAN ZEUS THE DAUGHTERS NINE," SOLON THUS BEGINS THE ELEGY [FUNERAL POEM]: "OF MEMORY AND OLYMPIAN ZEUS THE CHILDREN BRIGHT." AGAIN, EURIPIDES, PARAPHRASING THE HOMERIC LINE: "WHAT, WHENCE ART THOU? THY CITY AND THY PARENTS, WHERE?"[1] EMPLOYS THE FOLLOWING IAMBICS IN AEGEUS: "WHAT COUNTRY SHALL WE SAY THAT THOU HAST LEFT TO ROAM IN EXILE, WHAT THY LAND--THE BOUND OF THINE OWN NATIVE SOIL? WHO THEE BEGAT? AND OF WHAT FATHER DOST THOU CALL THYSELF THE SON?" AND WHAT? THEOGNIS[2] HAVING SAID: "WINE LARGELY DRUNK IS BAD; BUT IF ONE USE IT WITH DISCRETION, 'IT IS NOT BAD, BUT GOOD," DOES NOT PANYASIS WRITE? "ABOVE THE GODS' BEST GIFT TO MEN RANKS WINE, IN MEASURE DRUNK; BUT IN EXCESS THE WORST." HESIOD, TOO, SAYING: "BUT FOR THE FIRE TO THEE I'LL GIVE A PLAGUE,[3] FOR ALL MEN TO DELIGHT THEMSELVES WITHAL," EURIPIDES WRITES: "AND FOR THE FIRE ANOTHER FIRE GREATER AND UNCONQUERABLE, SPRUNG UP IN THE SHAPE OF WOMEN"[4] AND IN ADDITION, HOMER, SAYING: "THERE IS NO SATIATING THE GREEDY PAUNCH, BANEFUL, WHICH MANY PLAGUES HAS CAUSED TO MEN."[3] EURIPIDES SAYS: "DIRE NEED AND BANEFUL PAUNCH ME OVERCOME; FROM WHICH ALL EVILS COME." BESIDES, CALLIAS THE COMIC POET HAVING WRITTEN: "WITH MADMEN, ALL MEN MUST BE MAD, THEY SAY," MENANDER, IN THE POLOUMENOI, EXPRESSES HIMSELF SIMILARLY, SAYING: "THE PRESENCE OF WISDOM IS NOT ALWAYS SUITABLE: ONE SOMETIMES MUST WITH OTHERS PLAY[6] THE FOOL." AND ANTIMACHUS OF TEOS HAVING SAID: "FROM GIFTS, TO MORTALS MANY ILLS ARISE," AUGIAS COMPOSED THE LINE: "FOR GIFTS MEN'S MIND AND ACTS DECEIVE.” AND HESIOD HAVING SAID: "THAN A GOOD WIFE, NO MAN A BETTER THING ERE GAINED; THAN A BAD WIFE, A WORSE," SIMONIDES SAID: "A BETTER PRIZE THAN A GOOD WIFE NO MAN ERE GAINED, THAN A BAD ONE NAUGHT WORSE." AGAIN, EPICHARMAS HAVING SAID: "AS DESTINED ION TO LIVE, AND YET NOT LONG, THINK OF THYSELF." EURIPIDES WRITES: "WHY? SEEING THE WEALTH WE HAVE UNCERTAIN IS, WHY DON'T WE LIVE AS FREE FROM CARE, AS PLEASANT AS WE MAY?" SIMILARLY, ALSO, THE COMIC POET DIPHILUS HAVING SAID: "THE LIFE OF MEN IS PRONE TO CHANGE," POSIDIPPUS SAYS: "NO MAN OF MORTAL MOLDS HIS LIFE HAS PASSED FROM SUFFERING FREE. NOR TO THE END AGAIN HAS CONTINUED PROSPEROUS." SIMILARLY [7] SPEAKS TO THEE PLATO, WRITING OF MAN AS A CREATURE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. AGAIN, EURIPIDES HAVING SAID: "OH, LIFE TO MORTAL MEN OF TROUBLE FULL, HOW SLIPPERY IN EVERYTHING ART THOU I NOW GROWEST THOU, AND THOU NOW DECAYEST AWAY. AND THERE IS SET NO LIMIT, NO, NOT ONE, FOR MORTALS OF THEIR COURSE TO MAKE AN END, EXCEPT WHEN DEATH'S REMORSELESS FINAL END COMES, SENT FROM ZEUS," DIPHILUS WRITES: "THERE IS NO LIFE WHICH HAS NOT ITS OWN ILLS, PAINS, CARES, THEFTS, AND ANXIETIES, DISEASE; AND DEATH, AS A PHYSICIAN, COMING, GIVES REST TO THEIR VICTIMS IN HIS QUIET SLEEP."[5] FURTHERMORE, EURIPIDES HAVING SAID: "MANY ARE FORTUNE'S SHAPES, AND MANY THINGS CONTRARY TO EXPECTATION THE GODS PERFORM," THE TRAGIC POET THEODECTES SIMILARLY WRITES:-- "THE INSTABILITY OF MORTALS' FATES." AND BACCHYLIDES HAVING SAID: "TO FEW [9] ALONE OF MORTALS IS IT GIVEN TO REACH HOARY AGE, BEING PROSPEROUS ALL THE WHILE, AND NOT MEET WITH CALAMITIES," MOSCHION, THE COMIC POET, WRITES: "BUT HE OF ALL MEN IS MOST BLEST, WHO LEADS THROUGHOUT AN EQUAL LIFE." AND YOU WILL FIND THAT, THEOGNIS HAVING SAID: "FOR NO ADVANTAGE TO A MALL GROWN OLD A YOUNG WIFE IS, WHO WILL NOT, AS A SHIP THE HELM, OBEY," ARISTOPHANES, THE COMIC POET, WRITES: "AN OLD MAN TO A YOUNG WIFE SUITS BUT ILL." FOR ANACREON, HAVING WRITTEN: "LUXURIOUS LOVE I SING, WITH FLOWERY GARLANDS GRACED, HE IS OF GODS THE KING, HE MORTAL MEN SUBDUES? EURIPIDES WRITES: "FOR LOVE NOT ONLY MEN ATTACKS, AND WOMEN; BUT DISTURBS THE SOULS OF GODS ABOVE, AND TO THE SEA DESCENDS." BUT NOT TO PROTRACT THE DISCOURSE FURTHER, IN OUR ANXIETY TO SHOW THE PROPENSITY OF THE GREEKS TO PLAGIARISM IN EXPRESSIONS AND DOGMAS, ALLOW US TO ADDUCE THE EXPRESS TESTIMONY OF HIPPIAS, THE SOPHIST OF ELEA, WHO DISCOURSES ON THE POINT IN HAND, AND SPEAKS THUS: "OF THESE THINGS SOME PERCHANCE ARE SAID BY ORPHEUS, SOME BRIEFLY BY MUSAEUS; SOME IN ONE PLACE, OTHERS IN OTHER PLACES; SOME BY HESIOD, SOME BY HOMER, SOME BY THE REST OF THE POETS; AND SOME IN PROSE COMPOSITIONS, SOME BY GREEKS, SOME BY BARBARIANS. AND I FROM ALL THESE, PLACING TOGETHER THE THINGS OF MOST IMPORTANCE AND OF KINDRED CHARACTER, WILL MAKE THE PRESENT DISCOURSE NEW AND VARIED." AND IN ORDER THAT WE MAY SEE THAT PHILOSOPHY AND HISTORY, AND EVEN RHETORIC, ARE NOT FREE OF A LIKE REPROACH, IT IS RIGHT TO ADDUCE A FEW INSTANCES FROM THEM. FOR ALCMAEON OF CROTONA HAVING SAID, "IT IS EASIER TO GUARD AGAINST A MAN WHO IS AN ENEMY THAN A FRIEND," SOPHOCLES WROTE IN THE ANTIGONE: "FOR WHAT SORE MORE GRIEVOUS THAN A BAD FRIEND?" AND XENOPHON SAID: "NO MAN CAN INJURE ENEMIES IN ANY WAY OTHER THAN BY APPEARING TO BE A FRIEND." AND EURIPIDES HAVING SAID IN TELEPHUS: "SHALL WE GREEKS BE SLAVES TO BARBARIANS?" THRASYMACHUS, IN THE ORATION FOR THE LARISSAEANS, SAYS: "SHALL WE BE SLAVES TO ARCHELAUS GREEKS TO A BARBARIAN?" AND ORPHEUS HAVING SAID: "WATER IS THE CHANGE FOR SOUL, AND DEATH FOR WATER; FROM WATER IS EARTH, AND WHAT COMES FROM EARTH IS AGAIN WATER, AND FROM THAT, SOUL, WHICH CHANGES THE WHOLE ETHER", AND HERACLITUS, PUTTING TOGETHER THE EXPRESSIONS FROM THESE LINES, WRITES THUS: "IT IS DEATH FOR SOULS TO BECOME WATER, AND DEATH FOR WATER TO BECOME EARTH; AND FROM EARTH COMES WATER, AND FROM WATER SOUL." AND ATHAMAS THE PYTHAGOREAN HAVING SAID, "THUS WAS PRODUCED THE BEGINNING OF THE UNIVERSE; AND THERE ARE FOUR ROOTS--FIRE, WATER, AIR, EARTH: FOR FROM THESE IS THE ORIGINATION OF WHAT IS PRODUCED," EMPEDOCLES OF AGRIGENTUM WROTE: "THE FOUR ROOTS OF ALL THINGS FIRST DO THOU HEAR, FIRE, WATER, EARTH, AND ETHER'S BOUNDLESS HEIGHT: FOR OF THESE ALL THAT WAS, IS, SHALL BE, COMES." AND PLATO HAVING SAID," WHEREFORE ALSO THE GODS, KNOWING MEN, RELEASE SOONER FROM LIFE THOSE THEY VALUE MOST, "MENANDER WROTE: "WHOM THE GODS LOVE, DIES YOUNG." AND EURIPIDES HAVING WRITTEN IN THE OENOMAUS: "WE JUDGE OF THINGS OBSCURE FROM WHAT WE SEE", AND IN THE PHOENIX: "BY SIGNS THE OBSCURE IS FAIRLY GRASPED? HYPERIDES SAYS, "BUT WE MUST INVESTIGATE THINGS UNSEEN BY LEARNING FROM SIGNS AND PROBABILITIES." AND ISOCRATES HAVING SAID, "WE MUST CONJECTURE THE FUTURE BY THE PAST," ANDOCIDES DOES NOT SHRINK FROM SAYING, "FOR WE MUST MAKE USE OF WHAT HAS HAPPENED PREVIOUSLY AS SIGNS IN REFERENCE TO WHAT IS TO BE." BESIDES, THEOGNIS HAVING SAID: "THE EVIL OF COUNTERFEIT SILVER AND GOLD IS NOT INTOLERABLE, O CYRNUS, AND TO A WISE MAN IS NOT DIFFICULT OF DETECTION; BUT IF THE MIND OF A FRIEND IS HIDDEN IN HIS BREAST, IF HE IS FALSE,[1] AND HAS A TREACHEROUS HEART WITHIN, THIS IS THE BASEST THING FOR MORTALS, CAUSED BY GOD, AND OF ALL THINGS THE HARDEST TO DETECT," EURIPIDES WRITES: "OH ZEUS, WHY HAST THOU GIVEN TO MEN CLEAR TESTS OF SPURIOUS GOLD, WHILE ON THE BODY GROWS NO MARK SUFFICING TO DISCOVER CLEAR THE WICKED MAN?" HYPERIDES HIMSELF ALSO SAYS, "THERE IS NO FEATURE OF THE MIND IMPRESSED ON THE COUNTENANCE OF MEN." AGAIN, STASINUS HAVING COMPOSED THE LINE: "FOOL, WHO, HAVING SLAIN THE FATHER, LEAVES THE CHILDREN," XENOPHON[2] SAYS, "FOR I SEEM TO MYSELF TO HAVE ACTED IN LIKE MANNER, AS IF ONE WHO KILLED THE FATHER SHOULD SPARE HIS CHILDREN." AND SOPHOCLES HAVING WRITTEN IN THE ANTIGONE: "MOTHER AND FATHER BEING IN HADES NOW, NO BROTHER EVER CAN TO ME SPRING FORTH? HERODOTUS SAYS, "MOTHER AND FATHER BEING NO MORE, I SHALL NOT HAVE ANOTHER BROTHER." IN ADDITION TO THESE, THEOPOMPUS HAVING WRITTEN: "TWICE CHILDREN ARE OLD MEN IN VERY TRUTH", AND BEFORE HIM SOPHOCLES IN PELEUS: "PELEUS, THE SON OF AEACUS, I, SOLE HOUSEKEEPER, GUIDE, OLD AS HE IS NOW, AND TRAIN AGAIN, FOR THE AGED MAN IS ONCE AGAIN A CHILD," ANTIPHO THE ORATOR SAYS, "FOR THE NURSING OF THE OLD IS LIKE THE NURSING OF CHILDREN." ALSO, THE PHILOSOPHER PLATO SAYS, "THE OLD MAN THEN, AS SEEMS, WILL BE TWICE A CHILD." FURTHER, THUCYDIDES HAVING SAID, "WE ALONE BORE THE BRUNT AT MARATHON,"--DEMOSTHENES SAID, "BY THOSE WHO BORE THE BRUNT AT MARATHON." NOR WILL I OMIT THE FOLLOWING. CRATINUS HAVING SAID IN THE "THE PREPARATION PERCHANCE YOU KNOW," ANDOCIDES THE ORATOR SAYS, "THE PREPARATION, GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY, AND THE EAGERNESS OF OUR ENEMIES, ALMOST ALL OF YOU KNOW." SIMILARLY, ALSO NICIAS, IN THE SPEECH ON THE DEPOSIT, AGAINST LYSIAS, SAYS, "THE PREPARATION AND THE EAGERNESS OF THE ADVERSARIES, YE SEE, O GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY." AFTER HIM AESCHINES SAYS, "YOU SEE THE PREPARATION, O MEN OF ATHENS, AND THE LINE OF BATTLE." AGAIN, DEMOSTHENES HAVING SAID, "WHAT ZEAL AND WHAT CANVASSING, O MEN OF ATHENS, HAVE BEEN EMPLOYED IN THIS CONTEST, I THINK ALMOST ALL OF YOU ARE AWARE;" AND PHILINUS SIMILARLY, "WHAT ZEAL, WHAT FORMING OF THE LINE OF BATTLE, GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY, HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THIS CONTEST, I THINK NOT ONE OF YOU IS IGNORANT." ISOCRATES, AGAIN, HAVING SAID, "AS IF SHE WERE RELATED TO HIS WEALTH, NOT HIM," LYSIAS SAYS IN THE ORPHICS, "AND HE WAS PLAINLY RELATED NOT TO THE PERSONS, BUT TO THE MONEY." SINCE HOMER ALSO HAVING WRITTEN: "O FRIEND, IF IN THIS WAR, BY TAKING FLIGHT, WE SHOULD FROM AGE AND DEATH EXEMPTION WIN, I WOULD NOT FIGHT AMONG THE FIRST MYSELF, NOR WOULD I SEND THEE TO THE GLORIOUS FRAY; BUT NOW--FOR MYRIAD FATES OF DEATH ATTEND IN ANY CASE, WHICH MAN MAY NOT ESCAPE OR SHUN--COME ON. TO SOME ONE WE SHALL BRING RENOWN, OR SOME ONE SHALL TO US," THEOPOMPUS WRITES, "FOR IF, BY AVOIDING THE PRESENT DANGER, WE WERE TO PASS THE REST OF OUR TIME IN SECURITY, TO SHOW LOVE OF LIFE WOULD NOT BE WONDERFUL. BUT NOW, SO MANY FATALITIES ARE INCIDENT TO LIFE, THAT DEATH IN BATTLE SEEMS PREFERABLE." AND WHAT? CHILD THE SOPHIST HAVING UTTERED THE APOPHTHEGM, "BECOME SURETY, AND MISCHIEF IS AT HAND," DID NOT EPICHARMUS UTTER THE SAME SENTIMENT IN OTHER TERMS, WHEN HE SAID, "SURETYSHIP IS THE DAUGHTER OF MISCHIEF, AND LOSS THAT OF SURETYSHIP?"[4] FURTHER, HIPPOCRATES THE PHYSICIAN HAVING WRITTEN, "YOU MUST LOOK TO TIME, AND LOCALITY, AND AGE, AND DISEASE," EURIPIDES SAYS IN HEXAMETERS: [5] "THOSE WHO THE HEALING ART WOULD PRACTICE WELL, MUST STUDY PEOPLE'S MODES OF LIFE, AND NOTE THE SOIL, AND THE DISEASES SO CONSIDER." HOMER AGAIN, HAVING WRITTEN: "I SAY NO MORTAL MAN CAN DOOM ESCAPE," ARCHINUS SAYS, "ALL MEN ARE BOUND TO DIE EITHER SOONER OR LATER", AND DEMOSTHENES, "TO ALL MEN DEATH IS THE END OF LIFE, THOUGH ONE SHOULD KEEP HIMSELF SHUT UP IN A COOP." AND HERODOTUS, AGAIN, HAVING SAID, IN HIS DISCOURSE ABOUT GLAUCUS THE SPARTAN, THAT THE PYTHIAN SAID, "IN THE CASE OF THE DEITY, TO SAY AND TO DO ARE EQUIVALENT," ARISTOPHANES SAID: "FOR TO THINK AND TO DO ARE EQUIVALENT." AND BEFORE HIM, PARMENIDES OF ELEA SAID: "FOR THINKING AND BEING ARE THE SAME." AND PLATO HAVING SAID, "AND WE SHALL SHOW, NOT ABSURDLY PERHAPS, THAT THE BEGINNING OF LOVE IS SIGHT; AND HOPE DIMINISHES THE PASSION, MEMORY NOURISHES IT, AND INTERCOURSE PRESERVES IT;" DOES NOT PHILEMON THE COMIC POET WRITE: "FIRST ALL SEE, THEN ADMIRE; THEN GAZE, THEN COME TO HOPE; AND THUS, ARISES LOVE?" FURTHER, DEMOSTHENES HAVING SAID, "FOR TO ALL OF US DEATH IS A DEBT," AND SO FORTH, PHANOCLES WRITES IN LOVES, OR THE BEAUTIFUL: "BUT FROM THE FATES' UNBROKEN THREAD ESCAPE IS NONE FOR THOSE THAT FEED ON EARTH." YOU WILL ALSO FIND THAT PLATO HAVING SAID, "FOR THE FIRST SPROUT OF EACH PLANT, HAVING GOT A FAIR START, ACCORDING TO THE VIRTUE OF ITS OWN NATURE, IS MOST POWERFUL IN INDUCING THE APPROPRIATE END;" THE HISTORIAN WRITES, "FURTHER, IT IS NOT NATURAL FOR ONE OF THE WILD PLANTS TO BECOME CULTIVATED, AFTER THEY HAVE PASSED THE EARLIER PERIOD OF GROWTH;" AND THE FOLLOWING OF EMPEDOCLES: "FOR I ALREADY HAVE BEEN BOY AND GIRL, AND BUSH, AND BIRD, AND MUTE FISH IN THE SEA," EURIPIDES TRANSCRIBES IN CHRYSIPPUS: "BUT NOTHING DIES OF THINGS THAT ARE; BUT BEING DISSOLVED, ONE FROM THE OTHER, SHOWS ANOTHER FORM." AND PLATO HAVING SAID, IN THE REPUBLIC, THAT WOMEN WERE COMMON, EURIPIDES WRITES IN THE PROTESILAUS: "FOR COMMON, THEN, IS WOMAN'S BED." FURTHER, EURIPIDES HAVING WRITTEN: "FOR TO THE TEMPERATE ENOUGH SUFFICIENT IS" EPICURUS EXPRESSLY SAYS, "SUFFICIENCY IS THE GREATEST RICHES OF ALL." AGAIN, ARISTOPHANES HAVING WRITTEN: "LIFE THOU SECURELY SHALT ENJOY, BEING JUST AND FREE FROM TURMOIL, AND FROM FEAR LIVE WELL," EPICURUS SAYS, "THE GREATEST FRUIT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IS TRANQUILITY." LET THESE SPECIES, THEN, OF GREEK PLAGIARISM OF SENTIMENTS, BEING SUCH, STAND AS SUFFICIENT FOR A CLEAR SPECIMEN TO HIM WHO IS CAPABLE OF PERCEIVING. AND NOT ONLY HAVE THEY BEEN DETECTED PIRATING AND PARAPHRASING THOUGHTS AND EXPRESSIONS, AS WILL BE SHOWN; BUT THEY WILL ALSO BE CONVICTED OF THE POSSESSION OF WHAT IS ENTIRELY STOLEN. FOR STEALING ENTIRELY WHAT IS THE PRODUCTION OF OTHERS THEY HAVE PUBLISHED IT AS THEIR OWN; AS EUGAMON OF CYRENE DID THE ENTIRE BOOK ON THE THESPROTIANS FROM MUSAEUS, AND PISANDER OF CAMIRUS THE HERACLEA OF PISINUS OF LINDUS, AND PANYASIS OF HALICARNASSUS, THE CAPTURE OF OECHALIA FROM CLEOPHILUS OF SAMOS. YOU WILL ALSO FIND THAT HOMER, THE GREAT POET, TOOK FROM ORPHEUS, FROM THE DISAPPEARANCE OF DIONYSUS, THOSE WORDS AND WHAT FOLLOWS VERBATIM: "AS A MAN TRAINS A LUXURIANT SHOOT OF OLIVE."[1] AND IN THE THEOGONY, IT IS SAID BY ORPHEUS OF KRONOS: "HE LAY, HIS THICK NECK BENT ASIDE; AND HIM ALL-CONQUERING SLEEP HAD SEIZED." THESE HOMER TRANSFERRED TO THE CYCLOPS. [2] AND HESIOD WRITES OF MELAMPOUS: "GLADLY TO HEAR, WHAT THE IMMORTALS HAVE ASSIGNED TO MEN, THE BRAVE FROM COWARDS CLEARLY MARKS", AND SO FORTH, TAKING IT WORD FOR WORD FROM THE POET MUSAEUS. AND ARISTOPHANES THE COMIC POET HAS, IN THE FIRST OF THE THESMOPHORIAZUSOE, TRANSFERRED THE WORDS FROM THE EMPIPRAMENI OF CRATINUS. AND PLATO THE COMIC POET, AND ARISTOPHANES IN DOEDALUS, STEAL FROM ONE ANOTHER. COCALUS, COMPOSED BY ARAROS,[3] THE SON OF ARISTOPHANES, WAS BY THE COMIC POET PHILEMON ALTERED, AND MADE INTO THE COMEDY CALLED HYPOBOLIMOENS. EUMELUS AND ACUSILAUS THE HISTORIOGRAPHERS CHANGED THE CONTENTS OF HESIOD INTO PROSE, AND PUBLISHED THEM AS THEIR OWN. GORGIAS OF LEONTIUM AND EUDEMUS OF NAXUS, THE HISTORIANS, STOLE FROM MELESAGORAS. AND, BESIDES, THERE IS BION OF PROCONNESUS, WHO EPITOMIZED AND TRANSCRIBED THE WRITINGS OF THE ANCIENT CADMUS, AND ARCHILOCHUS, AND ARISTOTLE, AND LEANDRUS, AND HELLANICUS, AND HECATAEUS, AND ANDROTION, AND PHILOCHORUS. DIEUCHIDAS OF MEGARA TRANSFERRED THE BEGINNING OF HIS TREATISE FROM THE DEUCALION OF HELLANICUS. I PASS OVER IN SILENCE HERACLITUS OF EPHESUS, WHO TOOK A VERY GREAT DEAL FROM ORPHEUS. FROM PYTHAGORAS PLATO DERIVED THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL; AND HE FROM THE EGYPTIANS. AND MANY OF THE PLATONISTS COMPOSED BOOKS, IN WHICH THEY SHOW THAT THE STOICS, AS WE SAID IN THE BEGINNING, AND ARISTOTLE, TOOK THE MOST AND PRINCIPAL OF THEIR DOGMAS FROM PLATO. EPICURUS ALSO PILFERED HIS LEADING DOGMAS FROM DEMOCRITUS. LET THESE THINGS THEN BE SO. FOR LIFE WOULD FAIL ME, WERE I TO UNDERTAKE TO GO OVER THE SUBJECT IN DETAIL, TO EXPOSE THE SELFISH PLAGIARISM OF THE GREEKS, AND HOW THEY CLAIM THE DISCOVERY OF THE BEST OF THEIR DOCTRINES, WHICH THEY HAVE RECEIVED FROM US. 
CHAP. III. PLAGIARISM BY THE GREEKS OF THE MIRACLES RELATED IN THE SACRED BOOKS OF THE HEBREWS. 
AND NOW THEY ARE CONVICTED NOT ONLY OF BORROWING DOCTRINES FROM THE BARBARIANS, BUT ALSO OF RELATING AS PRODIGIES OF HELLENIC MYTHOLOGY THE MARVELS FOUND IN OUR RECORDS, WROUGHT THROUGH DIVINE POWER FROM ABOVE, BY THOSE WHO LED HOLY LIVES, WHILE DEVOTING ATTENTION TO US. AND WE SHALL ASK AT THEM WHETHER THOSE THINGS WHICH THEY RELATE ARE TRUE OR FALSE. BUT THEY WILL NOT SAY THAT THEY ARE FALSE; FOR THEY WILL NOT WITH THEIR WILL CONDEMN THEMSELVES OF THE VERY GREAT SILLINESS OF COMPOSING FALSEHOODS, BUT OF NECESSITY ADMIT THEM TO BE TRUE. AND HOW WILL THE PRODIGIES ENACTED BY MOSES AND THE OTHER PROPHETS ANY LONGER APPEAR TO THEM INCREDIBLE? FOR THE ALMIGHTY GOD, IN HIS CARE FOR ALL MEN, TURNS SOME TO SALVATION BY COMMANDS, SOME BY THREATS, SOME BY MIRACULOUS SIGNS, SOME BY GENTLE PROMISES. WELL, THE GREEKS, WHEN ONCE A DROUGHT HAD WASTED GREECE FOR A PROTRACTED PERIOD, AND A DEARTH OF THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH ENSUED, IT IS SAID, THOSE THAT SURVIVED OF THEM, HAVING, BECAUSE OF THE FAMINE, COME AS SUPPLIANTS TO DELPHI, ASKED THE PYTHIAN PRIESTESS HOW THEY SHOULD BE RELEASED FROM THE CALAMITY. SHE ANNOUNCED THAT THE ONLY HELP IN THEIR DISTRESS WAS, THAT THEY SHOULD AVAIL THEMSELVES OF THE PRAYERS OF AEACUS. PREVAILED ON BY THEM, AEACUS, ASCENDING THE HELLENIC HILL, AND STRETCHING OUT PURE[4] HANDS TO HEAVEN, AND INVOKING THE COMMONS GOD, BESOUGHT HIM TO PITY WASTED GREECE. AND AS HE PRAYED, THUNDER SOUNDED, OUT OF THE USUAL COURSE OF THINGS, AND THE WHOLE SURROUNDING ATMOSPHERE WAS COVERED WITH CLOUDS. AND IMPETUOUS AND CONTINUED RAINS, BURSTING DOWN, FILLED THE WHOLE REGION. THE RESULT WAS A COPIOUS AND RICH FERTILITY WROUGHT BY THE HUSBANDRY OF THE PRAYERS OF AEACUS. "AND SAMUEL CALLED ON THE LORD," IT IS SAID, "AND THE LORD GAVE FORTH HIS VOICE, AND RAIN IN THE DAY OF HARVEST."[6] DO YOU SEE THAT "HE WHO SENDETH HIS RAIN ON THE JUST AND ON THE UNJUST"[1] BY THE SUBJECT POWERS IS THE ONE GOD? AND THE WHOLE OF OUR SCRIPTURE IS FULL OF INSTANCES OF GOD, IN REFERENCE TO THE PRAYERS OF THE JUST, HEARING AND PERFORMING EACH ONE OF THEIR PETITIONS. AGAIN, THE GREEKS RELATE, THAT IN THE CASE OF A FAILURE ONCE OF THE ETESIAN WINDS, ARISTAEUS ONCE SACRIFICED IN CEUS TO ISTHMIAN ZEUS. FOR THERE WAS GREAT DEVASTATION, EVERYTHING BEING BURNT UP WITH THE HEAT IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE WINDS WHICH HAD BEEN WONT TO REFRESH THE PRODUCTIONS OF THE EARTH, NOT BLOWING, AND HE EASILY CALLED THEM BACK. AND AT DELPHI, ON THE EXPEDITION OF XERXES AGAINST GREECE, THE PYTHIAN PRIESTESS HAVING MADE ANSWER: "O DELPHIANS, PRAY THE WINDS, AND IT WILL BE BETTER," THEY HAVING ERECTED AN ALTAR AND PERFORMED SACRIFICE TO THE WINDS, HAD THEM AS THEIR HELPERS. FOR BLOWING VIOLENTLY AROUND CAPE SEPIAS, THEY SHIVERED THE WHOLE PREPARATIONS OF THE PERSIAN EXPEDITION. EMPEDOCLES OF AGRIGENTUM WAS CALLED "CHECKER OF WINDS." ACCORDINGLY, IT IS SAID, THAT WHEN, ON A TIME, A WIND BLEW FROM THE MOUNTAIN OF AGRIGENTUM, HEAVY AND PESTIFEROUS FOR THE INHABITANTS, AND THE CAUSE ALSO OF BARRENNESS TO THEIR WIVES, HE MADE THE WIND TO CEASE. WHEREFORE HE HIMSELF WRITES IN THE LINES: "THOU SHALT THE MIGHT OF THE UNWEARIED WINDS MAKE STILL, WHICH RUSHING TO THE EARTH SPOIL MORTALS' CROPS, AND AT THY WILL BRING BACK THE AVENGING BLASTS." AND THEY SAY THAT HE WAS FOLLOWED BY SOME THAT USED DIVINATIONS, AND SOME THAT HAD BEEN LONG VEXED BY SORE DISEASES. [2] THEY PLAINLY, THEN, BELIEVED IN THE PERFORMANCE OF CURES, AND SIGNS AND WONDERS, FROM OUR SCRIPTURES. FOR IF CERTAIN POWERS MOVE THE WINDS AND DISPENSE SHOWERS, LET THEM HEAR THE PSALMIST: "HOW AMIABLE ARE; THY TABERNACLES, O LORD OF HOSTS!"[3] THIS IS THE LORD OF POWERS, AND PRINCIPALITIES, AND AUTHORITIES, OF WHOM MOSES SPEAKS; SO THAT WE MAY BE WITH HIM. "AND YE SHALL CIRCUMCISE YOUR HARD HEART, AND SHALL NOT HARDEN YOUR NECK ANY MORE. FOR HE IS LORD OF LORDS AND GOD OF GODS, THE GREAT GOD AND STRONG,"[4] UNIT SO FORTH. AND ISAIAH SAYS, "LIFT YOUR EYES TO THE HEIGHT, AND SEE WHO HATH PRODUCED ALL THESE THINGS."[5] AND SOME SAY THAT PLAGUES, AND HAIL-STORMS, AND TEMPESTS, AND THE LIKE, ARE WONT TO TAKE PLACE, NOT ALONE IN CONSEQUENCE OF MATERIAL DISTURBANCE, BUT ALSO THROUGH ANGER OF DEMONS AND BAD ANGELS. FOR INSTANCE, THEY SAY THAT THE MAGI AT CLEONE, WATCHING THE PHENOMENA OF THE SKIES, WHEN THE CLOUDS ARE ABOUT TO DISCHARGE HAIL, AVERT THE THREATENING OF WRATH BY INCANTATIONS AND SACRIFICES. AND IF AT ANY TIME THERE IS THE WANT OF AN ANIMAL, THEY ARE SATISFIED WITH BLEEDING THEIR OWN FINGER FOR A SACRIFICE. THE PROPHETESS DIOTIMA, BY THE ATHENIANS OFFERING SACRIFICE PREVIOUS TO THE PESTILENCE, EFFECTED A DELAY OF THE PLAGUE FOR TEN YEARS. THE SACRIFICES, TOO, OF EPIMENIDES OF CRETE, PUT OFF THE PERSIAN WAR FOR AN EQUAL PERIOD. AND IT IS CONSIDERED TO BE ALL THE SAME WHETHER WE CALL THESE SPIRITS GODS OR ANGELS. AND THOSE SKILLED IN THE MATTER OF CONSECRATING STATUES, IN MANY OF THE TEMPLES HAVE ERECTED TOMBS OF THE DEAD, CALLING THE SOULS OF THESE DAEMONS, AND TEACHING THEM TO BE WORSHIPPED BY MEN; AS HAVING, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE PURITY OF THEIR LIFE, BY THE DIVINE FOREKNOWLEDGE, RECEIVED THE POWER OF WANDERING ABOUT THE SPACE AROUND THE EARTH IN ORDER TO MINISTER TO MEN. FOR THEY KNEW THAT SOME SOULS WERE BY NATURE KEPT IN THE BODY. BUT OF THESE, AS THE WORK PROCEEDS, IN THE TREATISE ON THE ANGELS, WE SHALL DISCOURSE. DEMOCRITUS, WHO PREDICTED MANY THINGS FROM OBSERVATION OF CELESTIAL PHENOMENA, WAS CALLED "WISDOM" (SOFIA). ON HIS MEETING A CORDIAL RECEPTION FROM HIS BROTHER DAMASUS, HE PREDICTED THAT THERE WOULD BE MUCH RAIN, JUDGING FROM CERTAIN STARS. SOME, ACCORDINGLY, CONVINCED BY HIM, GATHERED THEIR CROPS; FOR BEING IN SUMMER-TIME, THEY WERE STIRRING, ON THE THRESHING-FLOOR. BUT OTHERS LOST ALL, UNEXPECTED AND HEAVY SHOWERS HAVING BURST DOWN. HOW THEN SHALL THE GREEKS ANY LONGER DISBELIEVE THE DIVINE APPEARANCE ON MOUNT SINAI, WHEN THE FIRE BURNED, CONSUMING NONE OF THE THINGS THAT GREW ON THE MOUNT; AND THE SOUND OF TRAMPETS ISSUED FORTH, BREATHED WITHOUT INSTRUMENTS? FOR THAT WHICH IS CALLED THE DESCENT ON THE MOUNT OF GOD IS THE ADVENT OF DIVINE POWER, PERVADING THE WHOLE WORLD, AND PROCLAIMING "THE LIGHT THAT IS INACCESSIBLE."[6] FOR SUCH IS THE ALLEGORY, ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURE. BUT THE FIRE WAS SEEN, AS ARISTOBULUS[7] SAYS, WHILE THE WHOLE MULTITUDE, AMOUNTING TO NOT LESS THAN A MILLION, BESIDES THOSE UNDER AGE, WERE CONGREGATED AROUND THE MOUNTAIN, THE CIRCUIT OF THE MOUNT NOT BEING LESS THAN FIVE DAYS' JOURNEY. OVER THE WHOLE PLACE OF THE VISION THE BURNING FIRE WAS SEEN BY THEM ALL ENCAMPED AS IT WERE AROUND; SO THAT THE DESCENT WAS NOT LOCAL. FOR GOD IS EVERYWHERE. NOW THE COMPILERS OF NARRATIVES SAY THAT IN THE ISLAND OF BRITAIN S THERE IS A CAVE SITUATED UNDER A MOUNTAIN, AND A CHASM ON ITS SUMMIT; AND THAT, ACCORDINGLY, WHEN THE WIND FALLS INTO THE CAVE, AND RUSHES INTO THE BOSOM OF THE CLEFT, A SOUND IS HEARD LIKE CYMBALS CLASHING MUSICALLY. AND OFTEN IN THE WOODS, WHEN THE LEAVES ARE MOVED BY A SUDDEN GUST OF WIND, A SOUND IS EMITTED LIKE THE SONG OF BIRDS. THOSE ALSO WHO COMPOSED THE PERSICS RELATE THAT IN THE UPLANDS, IN THE COUNTRY OF THE MAGI, THREE MOUNTAINS ARE SITUATED ON AN EXTENDED PLAIN, AND THAT THOSE WHO TRAVEL THROUGH THE LOCALITY, ON COMING TO THE FIRST MOUNTAIN, HEAR A CONFUSED SOUND AS OF SEVERAL MYRIADS SHOUTING, AS IF IN BATTLE ARRAY; AND ON REACHING THE MIDDLE ONE, THEY HEAR A CLAMOR LOUDER AND MORE DISTINCT; AND AT THE END HEAR PEOPLE SINGING A PAEAN, AS IF VICTORIOUS. AND THE CAUSE, IN MY OPINION, OF THE WHOLE SOUND, IS THE SMOOTHNESS AND CAVERNOUS CHARACTER OF THE LOCALITIES; AND THE AIR, ENTERING IN, BEING SENT BACK AND GOING TO THE SAME POINT, SOUNDS WITH CONSIDERABLE FORCE. LET THESE THINGS BE SO. BUT IT IS POSSIBLE FOR GOD ALMIGHTY,[1] EVEN WITHOUT A MEDIUM, TO PRODUCE A VOICE AND VISION THROUGH THE EAR, SHOWING THAT HIS GREATNESS HAS A NATURAL ORDER BEYOND WHAT IS CUSTOMARY, IN ORDER TO THE CONVERSION OF THE HITHERTO UNBELIEVING SOUL, AND THE RECEPTION OF THE COMMANDMENT GIVEN. BUT THERE BEING A CLOUD AND A LOFTY MOUNTAIN, HOW IS IT NOT POSSIBLE TO HEAR A DIFFERENT SOUND, THE WIND MOVING BY THE ACTIVE CAUSE? WHEREFORE ALSO THE PROPHET SAYS, "YE HEARD THE VOICE OF WORDS, AND SAW NO SIMILITUDE."[2] YOU SEE HOW THE LORD'S [SEXLESS] VOICE, THE WORD, WITHOUT SHAPE, THE POWER OF THE WORD, THE LUMINOUS WORD OF THE LORD, THE TRUTH FROM HEAVEN, FROM ABOVE, COMING TO THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH, WROUGHT BY THE LUMINOUS IMMEDIATE MINISTRY. 
CHAP. IV. THE GREEKS DREW MANY OF THEIR PHILOSOPHICAL TENETS FROM THE EGYPTIAN AND INDIAN GYMNOSOPHISTS. 
WE SHALL FIND ANOTHER TESTIMONY IN CONFIRMATION, IN THE FACT THAT THE BEST OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, HAVING APPROPRIATED THEIR MOST EXCELLENT DOGMAS FROM US, BOAST, AS IT WERE, OF CERTAIN OF THE TENETS WHICH PERTAIN TO EACH SECT BEING CULLED FROM OTHER BARBARIANS, CHIEFLY FROM THE EGYPTIANS--BOTH OTHER TENETS, AND THAT ESPECIALLY OF THE TRANSMIGRATION OF THE SOUL. FOR THE EGYPTIANS PURSUE A PHILOSOPHY OF THEIR OWN. THIS IS PRINCIPALLY SHOWN BY THEIR SACRED CEREMONIAL. FOR FIRST ADVANCES THE SINGER, BEARING SOME ONE OF THE SYMBOLS OF MUSIC. FOR THEY SAY THAT HE MUST LEARN TWO OF THE BOOKS OF HERMES, THE ONE OF WHICH CONTAINS THE HYMNS OF THE GODS, THE SECOND THE REGULATIONS FOR THE KING'S LIFE. AND AFTER THE SINGER ADVANCES THE ASTROLOGER,[3] WITH A HOROLOGE IN HIS HAND, AND A PALM, THE SYMBOLS OF ASTROLOGY. HE MUST HAVE THE ASTROLOGICAL BOOKS OF HERMES, WHICH ARE FOUR IN NUMBER, ALWAYS IN HIS MOUTH. OF THESE, ONE IS ABOUT THE ORDER OF THE FIXED STARS THAT ARE VISIBLE, AND ANOTHER ABOUT THE CONJUNCTIONS AND LUMINOUS APPEARANCES OF THE SUN AND MOON; AND THE REST RESPECTING THEIR RISINGS. NEXT IN ORDER ADVANCES THE SACRED SCRIBE, WITH WINGS ON HIS HEAD, AND IN HIS HAND A BOOK AND RULE, IN WHICH WERE WRITING INK AND THE REED, WITH WHICH THEY WRITE. AND HE MUST BE ACQUAINTED WITH WHAT ARE CALLED HIEROGLYPHICS, AND KNOW ABOUT COSMOGRAPHY AND GEOGRAPHY, THE POSITION OF THE SUN AND MOON, AND ABOUT THE FIVE PLANETS; ALSO, THE DESCRIPTION OF EGYPT, AND THE CHART OF THE NILE; AND THE DESCRIPTION OF THE EQUIPMENT OF THE PRIESTS AND OF THE PLACES CONSECRATED TO THEM, AND ABOUT THE MEASURES AND THE THINGS IN USE IN THE SACRED RITES. THEN THE STOLE-KEEPER FOLLOWS THOSE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED, WITH THE CUBIT OF JUSTICE AND THE CUP FOR LIBATIONS. HE IS ACQUAINTED WITH ALL POINTS CALLED PAEDEUTIC (RELATING TO TRAINING) AND MOSCHOPHATIC (SACRIFICIAL). THERE ARE ALSO TEN BOOKS WHICH RELATE TO THE HONOR PAID BY THEM TO THEIR GODS, AND CONTAINING THE EGYPTIAN WORSHIP; AS THAT RELATING TO SACRIFICES, FIRST-FRUITS, HYMNS, PRAYERS, PROCESSIONS, FESTIVALS, AND THE LIKE. AND BEHIND ALL WALKS THE PROPHET, WITH THE WATER-VASE CARRIED OPENLY IN HIS ARMS; WHO IS FOLLOWED BY THOSE WHO CARRY THE ISSUE OF LOAVES. HE, AS BEING THE GOVERNOR OF THE TEMPLE, LEARNS THE TEN BOOKS CALLED "HIERATIC;" AND THEY CONTAIN ALL ABOUT THE LAWS, AND THE GODS, AND THE WHOLE OF THE TRAINING OF THE PRIESTS. FOR THE PROPHET IS, AMONG THE EGYPTIANS, ALSO OVER THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE REVENUES. THERE ARE THEN FORTY-TWO BOOKS OF HERMES INDISPENSABLY NECESSARY; OF WHICH THE SIX-AND-THIRTY CONTAINING THE WHOLE PHILOSOPHY OF THE EGYPTIANS ARE LEARNED BY THE FORE-MENTIONED PERSONAGES; AND THE OTHER SIX, WHICH ARE MEDICAL, BY THE PASTOPHOROI (IMAGE- BEARERS),--TREATING OF THE STRUCTURE OF THE BODY, AND OF DISEASES, AND INSTRUMENTS, AND MEDICINES, AND ABOUT THE EYES, AND THE LAST ABOUT WOMEN.[4] SUCH ARE THE CUSTOMS OF THE EGYPTIANS, TO SPEAK BRIEFLY. THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE INDIANS, TOO, HAS BEEN CELEBRATED. ALEXANDER OF MACEDON, HAVING TAKEN TEN OF THE INDIAN GYMNOSOPHISTS, THAT SEEMED THE BEST AND MOST SENTENTIOUS, PROPOSED TO THEM PROBLEMS, THREATENING TO PUT TO DEATH HIM THAT DID NOT ANSWER TO THE PURPOSE; ORDERING ONE, WHO WAS THE ELDEST OF THEM, TO DECIDE. THE FIRST, THEN, BEING ASKED WHETHER HE THOUGHT THAT THE LIVING WERE MORE IN NUMBER THAN THE DEAD, SAID, THE LIVING; FOR THAT THE DEAD WERE NOT. THE SECOND, ON BEING ASKED WHETHER THE SEA OR THE LAND MAINTAINED LARGER BEASTS, SAID, THE LAND; FOR THE SEA WAS PART OF IT. AND THE THIRD BEING ASKED WHICH WAS THE MOST CUNNING OF ANIMALS? THE ONE, WHICH HAS NOT HITHERTO BEEN KNOWN, MAN. AND THE FOURTH BEING INTERROGATED, FOR WHAT REASON THEY HAD MADE SABBA, WHO WAS THEIR PRINCE, REVOLT, ANSWERED, BECAUSE THEY WISHED HIM TO LIVE WELL RATHER THAN DIE ILL. AND THE FIFTH BEING ASKED, WHETHER HE THOUGHT THAT DAY OR NIGHT WAS FIRST, SAID, ONE DAY. FOR PUZZLING QUESTIONS MUST HAVE PUZZLING ANSWERS. AND THE SIXTH BEING POSED WITH THE QUERY, HOW SHALL ONE BE LOVED MOST? BY BEING MOST POWERFUL; IN ORDER THAT HE MAY NOT BE TIMID. AND THE SEVENTH BEING ASKED, HOW ANY ONE OF MEN COULD BECOME GOD? SAID, IF HE DOES WHAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR MAN TO DO. AND THE EIGHTH BEING ASKED, WHICH IS THE STRONGER, LIFE OR DEATH? SAID, LIFE, WHICH BEARS SUCH ILLS. AND THE NINTH BEING INTERROGATED, UP TO WHAT POINT IT IS GOOD FOR A MAN TO LIVE? SAID, TILL HE DOES NOT THINK THAT TO DIE IS BETTER THAN TO LIVE. AND ON ALEXANDER ORDERING THE TENTH TO SAY SOMETHING, FOR HE WAS JUDGE, HE SAID, "ONE SPOKE WORSE THAN ANOTHER." AND ON ALEXANDER SAYING, SHALL YOU NOT, THEN, DIE FIRST, HAVING GIVEN SUCH A JUDGMENT? HE SAID, AND HOW, O KING, WILT THOU PROVE TRUE, AFTER SAYING THAT THOU WOULDEST KILL FIRST THE FIRST MAN THAT ANSWERED VERY BADLY? AND THAT THE GREEKS ARE CALLED PILFERERS OF ALL MANNER OF WRITING, IS, AS I THINK, SUFFICIENTLY DEMONSTRATED BY ABUNDANT PROOFS. [1] 
CHAP. V. THE GREEKS HAD SOME KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUE GOD. 
AND THAT THE MEN OF HIGHEST REPUTE AMONG THE GREEKS KNEW GOD, NOT BY POSITIVE KNOWLEDGE, BUT BY INDIRECT EXPRESSION,[2] PETER SAYS IN THE PREACHING: "KNOW THEN THAT THERE IS ONE GOD, WHO MADE THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS, AND HOLDS THE POWER OF THE END; AND IS THE INVISIBLE, WHO SEES ALL THINGS; INCAPABLE OF BEING CONTAINED, WHO CONTAINS ALL THINGS; NEEDING NOTHING, WHOM ALL THINGS NEED, AND BY WHOM THEY ARE; INCOMPREHENSIBLE, EVERLASTING, UNMADE, WHO MADE ALL THINGS BY THE 'WORD OF HIS POWER,' THAT IS, ACCORDING TO THE GNOSTIC SCRIPTURE, HIS SON."[3] THEN HE ADDS: "WORSHIP THIS GOD NOT AS THE GREEKS,"--SIGNIFYING PLAINLY, THAT THE EXCELLENT AMONG THE GREEKS WORSHIPPED THE SAME GOD AS WE, BUT THAT THEY HAD NOT LEARNED BY PERFECT KNOWLEDGE THAT WHICH WAS DELIVERED BY THE SON. "DO NOT THEN WORSHIP," HE DID NOT SAY, THE GOD WHOM THE GREEKS WORSHIP, BUT "AS THE GREEKS,"-- CHANGING THE MANNER OF THE WORSHIP OF GOD, NOT ANNOUNCING ANOTHER GOD. WHAT, THEN, THE EXPRESSION "NOT AS THE GREEKS" MEANS, PETER HIMSELF SHALL EXPLAIN, AS HE ADDS: "SINCE THEY ARE CARRIED AWAY BY IGNORANCE, AND KNOW NOT GOD" (AS WE DO, ACCORDING TO THE PERFECT KNOWLEDGE); "HUT GIVING SHAPE TO THE THINGS[4] OF WHICH HE GAVE THEM THE POWER FOR USE--STOCKS AND STONES, BRASS AND IRON, GOLD AND SILVER--MATTER;--AND SETTING UP THE THINGS WHICH ARE SLAVES FOR USE AND POSSESSION, WORSHIP THEM.[5] AND WHAT GOD HATH GIVEN TO THEM FOR FOOD--THE FOWLS OF THE AIR, AND THE FISH OF THE SEA, AND THE CREEPING THINGS OF THE EARTH, AND THE WILD BEASTS WITH THE FOUR-FOOTED CATTLE OF THE FIELD, WEASELS AND MICE, CATS AND DOGS AND APES, AND THEIR OWN PROPER FOOD--THEY SACRIFICE AS SACRIFICES TO MORTALS; AND OFFERING DEAD THINGS TO THE DEAD, AS TO GODS, ARE UNTHANKFUL TO GOD, DENYING HIS EXISTENCE BY THESE THINGS." AND THAT IT IS SAID, THAT WE AND THE GREEKS KNOW THE SAME GOD, THOUGH NOT IN THE SAME WAY, HE WILL INFER THUS: "NEITHER WORSHIP AS THE JEWS; FOR THEY, THINKING THAT THEY ONLY KNOW GOD, DO NOT KNOW HIM, ADORING AS THEY DO ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS, THE MONTH AND THE MOON. AND IF THE MOON BE NOT VISIBLE, THEY DO NOT HOLD THE SABBATH, WHICH IS CALLED THE FIRST;[6] NOR DO THEY HOLD THE NEW MOON, NOR THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, NOR THE FEAST, NOR THE GREAT DAY."[7] THEN HE GIVES THE FINISHING STROKE TO THE QUESTION: "SO THAT DO YE ALSO, LEARNING HOLILY AND RIGHTEOUSLY WHAT WE DELIVER TO YOU; KEEP THEM, WORSHIPPING GOD IN A NEW WAY, BY CHRIST." FOR WE FIND IN THE SCRIPTURES, AS THE LORD SAYS: "BEHOLD, I MAKE WITH YOU A NEW COVENANT, NOT AS I MADE WITH YOUR FATHERS IN MOUNT HOREB."[8] HE MADE A NEW COVENANT WITH US; FOR WHAT BELONGED TO THE GREEKS AND JEWS IS OLD. BUT WE, WHO WORSHIP HIM IN A NEW WAY, IN THE THIRD FORM, ARE CHRISTIANS. FOR CLEARLY, AS I THINK, HE SHOWED THAT THE ONE AND ONLY GOD WAS KNOWN BY THE GREEKS IN A GENTILE WAY, BY THE JEWS JUDAICALLY, AND IN A NEW AND SPIRITUAL WAY BY US. AND FURTHER, THAT THE SAME GOD THAT FURNISHED BOTH THE COVENANTS WAS THE GIVER OF GREEK PHILOSOPHY TO THE GREEKS, BY WHICH THE ALMIGHTY IS GLORIFIED AMONG THE GREEKS, HE SHOWS. AND IT IS CLEAR FROM THIS. ACCORDINGLY, THEN, FROM THE HELLENIC TRAINING, AND ALSO FROM THAT OF THE LAW ARE GATHERED INTO THE ONE RACE OF THE SAVED PEOPLE THOSE WHO ACCEPT FAITH: NOT THAT THE THREE PEOPLES ARE SEPARATED BY TIME, SO THAT ONE MIGHT SUPPOSE THREE NATURES, BUT TRAINED IN DIFFERENT COVENANTS OF THE ONE LORD, BY THE WORD OF THE ONE LORD. FOR THAT, AS GOD WISHED TO SAVE THE JEWS BY GIVING TO THEM PROPHETS, SO ALSO BY RAISING UP PROPHETS OF THEIR OWN IN THEIR OWN TONGUE, AS THEY WERE ABLE TO RECEIVE GOD'S BENEFICENCE, HE DISTINGUISHED THE MOST EXCELLENT OF THE GREEKS FROM THE COMMON HERD, IN ADDITION TO "PETER'S PREACHING," THE APOSTLE PAUL WILL SHOW, SAYING: "TAKE ALSO THE HELLENIC BOOKS, READ THE SIBYL, HOW IT IS SHOWN THAT GOD IS ONE, AND HOW THE FUTURE IS INDICATED. AND TAKING HYSTASPES, READ, AND YOU WILL FIND MUCH MORE LUMINOUSLY AND DISTINCTLY THE SON OF GOD DESCRIBED, AND HOW MANY KINGS SHALL DRAW UP THEIR FORCES AGAINST CHRIST, HATING HIM AND THOSE THAT BEAR HIS NAME, AND HIS FAITHFUL ONES, AND HIS PATIENCE, AND HIS COMING." THEN IN ONE WORD HE ASKS US, "WHOSE IS THE WORLD, AND ALL THAT IS IN THE WORLD? ARE THEY NOT GOD’S? "[1] WHEREFORE PETER SAYS, THAT THE LORD SAID TO THE APOSTLES: "IF ANY ONE OF ISRAEL THEN, WISHES TO REPENT, AND BY MY NAME TO BELIEVE IN GOD, HIS SINS SHALL BE FORGIVEN HIM, AFTER TWELVE YEARS. GO FORTH INTO THE WORLD, THAT NO ONE MAY SAY, WE HAVE NOT HEARD." 
CHAP. VI. THE GOSPEL WAS PREACHED TO JEWS AND GENTILES IN HADES. [2] 
BUT AS THE PROCLAMATION [OF THE GOSPEL] HAS COME NOW AT THE FIT TIME, SO ALSO AT THE FIT TIME WERE THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS GIVEN TO THE BARBARIANS, AND PHILOSOPHY TO THE GREEKS, TO FIT THEIR EARS FOR THE GOSPEL. "THEREFORE," SAYS THE LORD WHO DELIVERED ISRAEL, "IN AN ACCEPTABLE TIME HAVE I HEARD THEE, AND IN A DAY OF SALVATION HAVE I HELPED THEE. AND I HAVE GIVEN THEE FOR A COVENANT TO THE NATIONS; THAT THOU MIGHTEST INHABIT THE EARTH, AND RECEIVE THE INHERITANCE OF THE WILDERNESS; SAYING TO THOSE THAT ARE IN BONDS, COME FORTH; AND TO THOSE THAT ARE IN DARKNESS, SHOW YOURSELVES." FOR IF THE "PRISONERS" ARE THE JEWS, OF WHOM THE LORD SAID, "COME FORTH, YE THAT WILL, FROM YOUR BONDS," -- MEANING THE VOLUNTARY BOUND, AND WHO HAVE TAKEN ON THEM "THE BURDENS GRIEVOUS TO BE BORNE"[3] BY HUMAN INJUNCTION--IT IS PLAIN THAT "THOSE IN DARKNESS" ARE THEY WHO HAVE THE RULING FACULTY OF THE SOUL BURIED IN IDOLATRY. FOR TO THOSE WHO WERE RIGHTEOUS ACCORDING TO THE LAW, FAITH WAS WANTING. WHEREFORE ALSO THE LORD, IN HEALING THEM, SAID, "THY FAITH HATH SAVED THEE."[4] BUT TO THOSE THAT WERE RIGHTEOUS ACCORDING TO PHILOSOPHY, NOT ONLY FAITH IN THE LORD, BUT ALSO THE ABANDONMENT OF IDOLATRY, WERE NECESSARY. STRAIGHTWAY, ON THE REVELATION OF THE TRUTH, THEY ALSO REPENTED OF THEIR PREVIOUS CONDUCT. WHEREFORE THE LORD PREACHED THE GOSPEL TO THOSE IN HADES. ACCORDINGLY, THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, "HADES SAYS TO DESTRUCTION, WE HAVE NOT SEEN HIS FORM, BUT WE HAVE HEARD HIS VOICE."[5] IT IS NOT PLAINLY THE PLACE, WHICH, THE WORDS ABOVE SAY, HEARD THE VOICE, BUT THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN PUT IN HADES, AND HAVE ABANDONED THEMSELVES TO DESTRUCTION, AS PERSONS WHO HAVE THROWN THEMSELVES VOLUNTARILY FROM A SHIP INTO THE SEA. THEY, THEN, ARE THOSE THAT HEAR THE DIVINE POWER AND VOICE. FOR WHO IN HIS SENSES CAN SUPPOSE THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THOSE OF SINNERS IN THE SAME CONDEMNATION, CHARGING PROVIDENCE WITH INJUSTICE? BUT HOW? DO NOT [THE SCRIPTURES] SHOW THAT. THE LORD PREACHED [6] THE GOSPEL TO THOSE THAT PERISHED IN THE FLOOD, OR RATHER HAD BEEN CHAINED, AND TO THOSE KEPT "IN WARD AND GUARD”? [7] AND IT HAS BEEN SHOWN ALSO, [8] IN THE SECOND BOOK OF THE STROMATA, THAT THE APOSTLES, FOLLOWING THE LORD, PREACHED THE GOSPEL TO THOSE IN HADES. FOR IT WAS REQUISITE, IN MY OPINION, THAT AS HERE, SO ALSO THERE, THE BEST OF THE DISCIPLES SHOULD BE IMITATORS OF THE MASTER; SO THAT HE SHOULD BRING TO REPENTANCE THOSE BELONGING TO THE HEBREWS, AND THEY THE GENTILES; THAT IS, THOSE WHO HAD LIVED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS ACCORDING TO THE LAW AND PHILOSOPHY, WHO HAD ENDED LIFE NOT PERFECTLY, BUT SINFULLY. FOR IT WAS SUITABLE TO THE DIVINE ADMINISTRATION, THAT THOSE POSSESSED OF GREATER WORTH IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND WHOSE LIFE HAD BEEN PRE-EMINENT, ON REPENTING OF THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS, THOUGH FOUND IN ANOTHER PLACE, YET BEING CONFESSEDLY OF THE NUMBER OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD ALMIGHTY, SHOULD BE SAVED, EACH ONE ACCORDING TO HIS INDIVIDUAL KNOWLEDGE. AND, AS I THINK, THE SAVIOR ALSO EXERTS HIS MIGHT BECAUSE IT IS HIS WORK TO SAVE; WHICH ACCORDINGLY HE ALSO DID BY DRAWING TO SALVATION THOSE WHO BECAME WILLING, BY THE PREACHING [OF THE GOSPEL], TO BELIEVE ON HIM, WHEREVER THEY WERE. IF, THEN, THE LORD DESCENDED TO HADES FOR NO OTHER END BUT TO PREACH THE GOSPEL, AS HE DID DESCEND; IT WAS EITHER TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO ALL OR TO THE HEBREWS ONLY. IF, ACCORDINGLY, TO ALL, THEN ALL WHO BELIEVE SHALL BE SAVED, ALTHOUGH THEY MAY BE OF THE GENTILES, ON MAKING THEIR PROFESSION THERE; SINCE GOD'S PUNISHMENTS ARE SAVING AND DISCIPLINARY, LEADING TO CONVERSION, AND CHOOSING RATHER THE REPENTANCE THORN THE DEATH OF A SINNER;[1] AND ESPECIALLY SINCE SOULS, ALTHOUGH DARKENED BY PASSIONS, WHEN RELEASED FROM THEIR BODIES, ARE ABLE TO PERCEIVE MORE CLEARLY, BECAUSE OF THEIR BEING NO LONGER OBSTRUCTED BY THE PALTRY FLESH. IF, THEN, HE PREACHED ONLY TO THE JEWS, WHO WANTED THE KNOWLEDGE AND FAITH OF THE SAVIOR, IT IS PLAIN THAT, SINCE GOD IS NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS, THE APOSTLES ALSO, AS HERE, SO THERE PREACHED THE GOSPEL TO THOSE OF THE HEATHEN WHO WERE READY FOR CONVERSION. AND IT IS WELL SAID BY THE SHEPHERD, "THEY WENT DOWN WITH THEM THEREFORE INTO THE WATER, AND AGAIN ASCENDED. BUT THESE DESCENDED ALIVE, AND AGAIN ASCENDED ALIVE. BUT THOSE WHO HAD FALLEN ASLEEP, DESCENDED DEAD, BUT ASCENDED ALIVE." [2] FURTHER THE GOSPEL [3] SAYS, "THAT MANY BODIES OF THOSE THAT SLEPT AROSE," PLAINLY AS HAVING BEEN TRANSLATED TO A BETTER STATE. [4] THERE TOOK PLACE, THEN, A UNIVERSAL MOVEMENT AND TRANSLATION THROUGH THE ECONOMY OF THE SAVIOR. [5] ONE RIGHTEOUS MAN, THEN, DIFFERS NOT, AS RIGHTEOUS, FROM ANOTHER RIGHTEOUS MAN, WHETHER HE BE OF THE LAW OR A GREEK. FOR GOD IS NOT ONLY LORD OF THE JEWS, BUT OF ALL MEN, AND MORE NEARLY THE FATHER OF THOSE WHO KNOW HIM. FOR IF TO LIVE WELL AND ACCORDING TO THE LAW IS TO LIVE, ALSO TO LIVE RATIONALLY ACCORDING TO THE LAW IS TO LIVE; AND THOSE WHO LIVED RIGHTLY BEFORE THE LAW WERE CLASSED UNDER FAITH,[6] AND JUDGED TO BE RIGHTEOUS,--IT IS EVIDENT THAT THOSE, TOO, WHO WERE OUTSIDE OF THE LAW, HAVING LIVED RIGHTLY, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE PECULIAR' NATURE OF THE VOICE,[7] THOUGH THEY ARE IN HADES AND IN WARD,[8] ON HEARING THE VOICE OF THE LORD, WHETHER THAT OF HIS OWN PERSON OR THAT ACTING THROUGH HIS APOSTLES, WITH ALL SPEED TURNED AND BELIEVED. FOR WE REMEMBER THAT THE LORD IS "THE POWER OF GOD,"[9] AND POWER CAN NEVER BE WEAK. SO, I THINK IT IS DEMONSTRATED THAT THE GOD BEING GOOD, AND THE LORD POWERFUL, THEY SAVE WITH A RIGHTEOUSNESS AND EQUALITY WHICH EXTEND TO ALL THAT TURN TO HIM, WHETHER HERE OR ELSEWHERE. FOR IT IS NOT HERE ALONE THAT THE ACTIVE POWER OF GOD IS BEFOREHAND, BUT IT IS EVERYWHERE AND IS ALWAYS AT WORK. ACCORDINGLY, IN THE PREACHING OF PETER, THE LORD SAYS TO THE DISCIPLES AFTER THE RESURRECTION, "I HAVE CHOSEN YOU TWELVE DISCIPLES, JUDGING YOU WORTHY OF ME," WHOM THE LORD WISHED TO BE APOSTLES, HAVING JUDGED THEM FAITHFUL, SENDING THEM INTO THE WORLD TO THE MEN ON THE EARTH, THAT THEY MAY KNOW THAT THERE IS ONE GOD, SHOWING CLEARLY WHAT WOULD TAKE PLACE BY THE FAITH OF CHRIST; THAT THEY WHO HEARD AND BELIEVED SHOULD BE SAVED; AND THAT THOSE WHO BELIEVED NOT, AFTER HAVING HEARD, SHOULD BEAR WITNESS, NOT HAVING THE EXCUSE TO ALLEGE, WE HAVE NOT HEARD. WHAT THEN? DID NOT THE SAME DISPENSATION OBTAIN IN HADES, SO THAT EVEN THERE, ALL THE SOULS, ON HEARING THE PROCLAMATION, MIGHT EITHER EXHIBIT REPENTANCE, OR CONFESS THAT THEIR PUNISHMENT WAS JUST, BECAUSE THEY BELIEVED NOT? AND IT WAS THE EXERCISE OF NO ORDINARY ARBITRARINESS, FOR THOSE WHO HAD DEPARTED BEFORE THE ADVENT OF THE LORD (NOT HAVING THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM, AND HAVING AFFORDED NO GROUND FROM THEMSELVES, IN CONSEQUENCE OF BELIEVING OR NOT) TO OBTAIN EITHER SALVATION OR PUNISHMENT. FOR IT IS NOT RIGHT THAT THESE SHOULD BE CONDEMNED WITHOUT TRIAL, AND THAT THOSE ALONE WHO LIVED AFTER THE ADVENT SHOULD HAVE THE ADVANTAGE OF THE DIVINE RIGHTEOUSNESS. BUT TO ALL RATIONAL SOULS IT WAS SAID FROM ABOVE, "WHATEVER ONE OF YOU HAS DONE IN IGNORANCE, WITHOUT CLEARLY KNOWING GOD, IF, ON BECOMING CONSCIOUS, HE REPENT, ALL HIS SINS WILL BE FORGIVEN HIM."[10] "FOR, BEHOLD," IT IS SAID, "I HAVE SET BEFORE YOUR FACE DEATH AND LIFE, THAT YE MAY CHOOSE LIFE."[11] '' GOD SAYS THAT HE SET, NOT THAT HE MADE BOTH, IN ORDER TO THE COMPARISON OF CHOICE. AND IN ANOTHER SCRIPTURE, HE SAYS, "IF YE HEAR ME, AND BE WILLING, YE SHALL EAT THE GOOD OF THE LAND. BUT IF YE HEAR ME NOT, AND ARE NOT WILLING, THE SWORD SHALL DEVOUR YOU: FOR THE MOUTH OF THE LORD HATH SPOKEN THESE THINGS."[12] AGAIN, DAVID EXPRESSLY (OR RATHER THE LORD IN THE PERSON OF THE SAINT, AND THE SAME FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD IS EACH ONE WHO AT DIFFERENT PERIODS IS SAVED, AND SHALL BE SAVED BY FAITH) SAYS, "MY HEART WAS GLAD, AND MY TONGUE REJOICED, AND MY FLESH SHALL STILL REST IN HOPE. FOR THOU SHALT NOT LEAVE MY SOUL IN HELL, NOR WILT THOU GIVE THINE HOLY ONE TO SEE CORRUPTION. THOU HAST MADE KNOWN TO ME THE PATHS OF LIFE, THOU WILT MAKE ME FULL OF JOY IN THY PRESENCE."[13] AS, THEN, THE PEOPLE WERE PRECIOUS TO THE LORD, SO ALSO IS THE ENTIRE HOLY PEOPLE; HE ALSO WHO IS CONVERTED FROM THE GENTILES, WHO WAS PROPHESIED UNDER THE NAME OF PROSELYTE, ALONG WITH THE JEW. FOR RIGHTLY THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, THAT "THE OX AND THE BEAR SHALL COME TOGETHER."[14] FOR THE JEW IS DESIGNATED BY THE OX, FROM THE ANIMAL UNDER THE YOKE BEING RECKONED CLEAN, ACCORDING TO THE LAW; FOR THE OX BOTH PARTS THE HOOF AND CHEWS THE CUD. AND THE GENTILE IS DESIGNATED BY THE BEAR, WHICH IS AN UNCLEAN AND WILD BEAST. AND THIS ANIMAL BRINGS FORTH A SHAPELESS LUMP OF FLESH, WHICH IT SHAPES INTO THE LIKENESS OF A BEAST SOLELY BY ITS TONGUE. FOR HE WHO IS CONVENED FROM AMONG THE GENTILES IS FORMED FROM A BEASTLIKE LIFE TO GENTLENESS BY THE WORD; AND, WHEN ONCE TAMED, IS MADE CLEAN, JUST AS THE OX. FOR EXAMPLE, THE PROPHET SAYS, "THE SIRENS, AND THE DAUGHTERS OF THE SPARROWS, AND ALL THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD, SHALL BLESS ME."[1] OF THE NUMBER OF UNCLEAN ANIMALS, THE WILD BEASTS OF THE FIELD ARE KNOWN TO BE, THAT IS, OF THE WORLD; SINCE THOSE WHO ARE WILD IN RESPECT OF FAITH, AND POLLUTED IN LIFE, AND NOT PURIFIED BY THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS ACCORDING TO THE LAW, ARE CALLED WILD BEASTS. BUT CHANGED FROM WILD BEASTS BY THE FAITH OF THE LORD, THEY BECOME MEN OF GOD, ADVANCING FROM THE WISH TO CHANGE TO THE FACT. FOR SOME THE LORD EXHORTS, AND TO THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY MADE THE ATTEMPT HE STRETCHES FORTH HIS HAND, AND DRAWS THEM UP. "FOR THE LORD DREADS NOT THE FACE OF ANYONE, NOR WILL HE REGARD GREATNESS; FOR HE HATH MADE SMALL AND GREAT, AND CARES ALIKE FOR ALL."[2] AND DAVID SAYS, "FOR THE HEATHEN ARE FIXED IN THE DESTRUCTION THEY HAVE CAUSED; THEIR FOOT IS TAKEN IN THE SNARE WHICH THEY HID." "BUT THE LORD WAS A REFUGE TO THE POOR, A HELP IN SEASON ALSO IN AFFLICTION."[4] THOSE, THEN, THAT WERE IN AFFLICTION HAD THE GOSPEL SEASONABLY PROCLAIMED. AND THEREFORE, IT SAID, "DECLARE AMONG THE HEATHEN HIS PURSUITS,"[5] THAT THEY MAY NOT BE JUDGED UNJUSTLY. IF, THEN, HE PREACHED THE GOSPEL TO THOSE IN THE FLESH THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE CONDEMNED UNJUSTLY, HOW IS IT CONCEIVABLE THAT HE DID NOT FOR THE SAME CAUSE PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THOSE WHO HAD DEPARTED THIS LIFE BEFORE HIS ADVENT? "FOR THE RIGHTEOUS LORD LOVETH RIGHTEOUSNESS: HIS COUNTENANCE BEHOLDETH UPRIGHTNESS."[6] "BUT HE THAT LOVETH WICKEDNESS HATETH HIS OWN SOUL."[7] IF, THEN, IN THE DELUGE ALL SINFUL FLESH PERISHED, PUNISHMENT HAVING BEEN INFLICTED ON THEM FOR CORRECTION, WE MUST FIRST BELIEVE THAT THE WILL OF GOD, WHICH IS DISCIPLINARY AND BENEFICENT, [8] SAVES THOSE WHO TURN TO HIM. THEN, TOO, THE MORE-SUBTLE SUBSTANCE, THE SOUL, COULD NEVER RECEIVE ANY INJURY FROM THE GROSSER ELEMENT OF WATER, ITS SUBTLE AND SIMPLE NATURE RENDERING IT IMPALPABLE, CALLED AS IT IS INCORPOREAL. BUT WHATEVER IS GROSS, MADE SO IN CONSEQUENCE OF SIN, THIS IS CAST AWAY ALONG WITH THE CARNAL SPIRIT WHICH LUSTS AGAINST THE SOUL. [9] NOW ALSO VALENTINUS, THE CORYPHAEUS OF THOSE WHO HERALD COMMUNITY, IN HIS BOOK ON THE INTERCOURSE OF FRIENDS, WRITES IN THESE WORDS: "MANY OF THE THINGS THAT ARE WRITTEN, THOUGH IN COMMON HOOKS, ARE FOUND WRITTEN IN THE CHURCH OF GOD. FOR THOSE SAYINGS WHICH PROCEED FROM THE HEART ARE VAIN. FOR THE LAW WRITTEN IN THE HEART IS THE PEOPLE [10] OF THE BELOVED --LOVED AND LOVING HIM." FOR WHETHER IT BE THE JEWISH WRITINGS OR THOSE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS THAT HE CALLS "THE COMMON BOOKS," HE MAKES THE TRUTH COMMON. AND ISIDORE," AT ONCE SON AND DISCIPLE TO BASILIDES, IN THE FIRST HOOK OF THE EXPOSITIONS OF THE PROPHET PARCHOR, WRITES ALSO IN THESE WORDS: "THE ATTICS SAY THAT CERTAIN THINGS WERE INTIMATED TO SOCRATES, IN CONSEQUENCE OF A DAEMON ATTENDING ON HIM. AND ARISTOTLE SAYS THAT ALL MEN ARE PROVIDED WITH DAEMONS, THAT ATTEND ON THEM DURING THE TIME THEY ARE IN THE BODY, HAVING TAKEN THIS PIECE OF PROPHETIC INSTRUCTION AND TRANSFERRED IT TO HIS OWN BOOKS, WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGING WHENCE HE HAD ABSTRACTED THIS STATEMENT." AND AGAIN, IN THE SECOND BOOK OF HIS WORK, HE THUS WRITES: "AND LET NO ONE THINK THAT WHAT WE SAY IS PECULIAR TO THE ELECT, WAS SAID BEFORE BY ANY PHILOSOPHERS. FOR IT IS NOT A DISCOVERY OF THEIRS. FOR HAVING APPROPRIATED IT FROM OUR PROPHETS, THEY ATTRIBUTED IT TO HIM WHO IS WISE ACCORDING TO THEM." AGAIN, IN THE SAME: "FOR TO ME IT APPEARS THAT THOSE WHO PROFESS TO PHILOSOPHIZE, DO SO THAT THEY MAY LEARN WHAT IS THE WINGED OAK,'" AND THE VARIEGATED ROBE ON IT, ALL OF WHICH PHERECYDES HAS EMPLOYED AS THEOLOGICAL ALLEGORIES, HAVING TAKEN THEM FROM THE PROPHECY OF CHUM." 
CHAP. VII. WHAT TRUE PHILOSOPHY IS, AND WHENCE SO CALLED. 
AS WE HAVE LONG AGO POINTED OUT, WHAT WE PROPOSE AS OUR SUBJECT IS NOT THE DISCIPLINE WHICH OBTAINS IN EACH SECT, BUT THAT WHICH IS REALLY PHILOSOPHY, STRICTLY SYSTEMATIC WISDOM, WHICH FURNISHES ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE THINGS WHICH PERTAIN TO LIFE. AND WE DEFINE WISDOM TO BE CERTAIN KNOWLEDGE, BEING A SURE AND IRREFRAGABLE APPREHENSION OF THINGS DIVINE AND HUMAN, COMPREHENDING THE PRESENT, PAST, AND FUTURE, WHICH THE LORD HATH TAUGHT US, BOTH BY HIS ADVENT AND BY THE PROPHETS. AND IT IS IRREFRAGABLE BY REASON, INASMUCH AS IT HAS BEEN COMMUNICATED. AND SO, IT IS WHOLLY TRUE ACCORDING TO [GOD'S] INTENTION, AS BEING KNOWN THROUGH MEANS OF THE SON. AND IN ONE ASPECT IT IS ETERNAL, AND IN ANOTHER IT BECOMES USEFUL IN TIME. PARTLY IT IS ONE AND THE SAME, PARTLY MANY AND INDIFFERENT--PARTLY WITHOUT ANY MOVEMENT OF PASSION, PARTLY WITH PASSIONATE DESIRE--PARTLY PERFECT, PARTLY INCOMPLETE. THIS WISDOM, THEN--RECTITUDE OF SOUL AND OF REASON, AND PURITY OF LIFE--IS THE OBJECT OF THE DESIRE OF PHILOSOPHY, WHICH IS KINDLY AND LOVINGLY DISPOSED TOWARDS WISDOM, AND DOES EVERYTHING TO ATTAIN IT. NOW THOSE ARE CALLED PHILOSOPHERS, AMONG US, WHO LOVE WISDOM, THE CREATOR AND TEACHER OF ALL THINGS, THAT IS, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON OF GOD; AND AMONG THE GREEKS, THOSE WHO UNDERTAKE ARGUMENTS ON VIRTUE. PHILOSOPHY, THEN, CONSISTS OF SUCH DOGMAS FOUND IN EACH SECT (I MEAN THOSE OF PHILOSOPHY) AS CANNOT BE IMPUGNED, WITH A CORRESPONDING LIFE, COLLECTED INTO ONE SELECTION; AND THESE, STOLEN FROM THE BARBARIAN GOD-GIVEN GRACE, HAVE BEEN ADORNED BY GREEK SPEECH. FOR SOME THEY HAVE BORROWED, AND OTHERS THEY HAVE MISUNDERSTOOD. AND IN THE CASE OF OTHERS, WHAT THEY HAVE SPOKEN, IN CONSEQUENCE OF BEING MOVED, THEY HAVE NOT YET PERFECTLY WORKED OUT; AND OTHERS BY HUMAN CONJECTURE AND REASONING, IN WHICH ALSO THEY STUMBLE. AND THEY THINK THAT THEY HAVE HIT THE TRUTH PERFECTLY; BUT AS WE UNDERSTAND THEM, ONLY PARTIALLY. THEY KNOW, THEN, NOTHING MORE THAN THIS WORLD. AND IT IS JUST LIKE GEOMETRY, WHICH TREATS OF MEASURES AND MAGNITUDES AND FORMS, BY DELINEATION ON PLANE-SURFACES; AND JUST AS PAINTING APPEARS TO TAKE IN THE WHOLE FIELD OF VIEW IN THE SCENES REPRESENTED. BUT IT GIVES A FALSE DESCRIPTION OF THE VIEW, ACCORDING TO THE RULES OF THE ART, EMPLOYING THE SIGNS THAT RESULT FROM THE INCIDENTS OF THE LINES OF VISION. BY THIS MEANS, THE HIGHER AND LOWER POINTS IN THE VIEW, AND THOSE BETWEEN, ARE PRESERVED; AND SOME OBJECTS SEEM TO APPEAR IN THE FOREGROUND, AND OTHERS IN THE BACKGROUND, AND OTHERS TO APPEAR IN SOME OTHER WAY, ON THE SMOOTH AND LEVEL SURFACE. SO ALSO, THE PHILOSOPHERS COPY THE TRUTH, AFTER THE MANNER OF PAINTING. AND ALWAYS IN THE CASE OF EACH ONE OF THEM, THEIR SELF-LOVE IS THE CAUSE OF ALL THEIR MISTAKES. WHEREFORE ONE OUGHT NOT, IN THE DESIRE FOR THE GLORY THAT TERMINATES IN MEN, TO BE ANIMATED BY SELF- LOVE; BUT LOVING GOD, TO BECOME REALLY HOLY WITH WISDOM. IF, THEN, ONE TREATS WHAT IS PARTICULAR AS UNIVERSAL, AND REGARDS THAT, WHICH SERVES, AS THE LORD, HE MISSES THE TRUTH, NOT UNDERSTANDING WHAT WAS SPOKEN BY DAVID BY WAY OF CONFESSION: "I HAVE EATEN EARTH [ASHES] LIKE BREAD."[1] NOW, SELF-LOVE AND SELF-CONCEIT ARE, IN HIS VIEW, EARTH AND ERROR. BUT IF SO, SCIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE ARE DERIVED FROM INSTRUCTION. AND IF THERE IS INSTRUCTION, YOU MUST SEEK FOR THE MASTER. CLEANTHES CLAIMS ZENO, AND METRODORUS EPICURUS, AND THEOPHRASTUS ARISTOTLE, AND PLATO SOCRATES. BUT IF I COME TO PYTHAGORAS, AND PHERECYDES, AND THALES, AND THE FIRST WISE MEN, I COME TO A STAND IN MY SEARCH FOR THEIR TEACHER. SHOULD YOU SAY THE EGYPTIANS, THE INDIANS, THE BABYLONIANS, AND THE MAGI THEMSELVES, I WILL NOT STOP FROM ASKING THEIR TEACHER. AND I LEAD YOU UP TO THE FIRST GENERATION OF MEN; AND FROM THAT POINT I BEGIN TO INVESTIGATE WHO IS THEIR TEACHER. NO ONE OF MEN; FOR THEY HAD NOT YET LEARNED. NOR YET ANY OF THE ANGELS: FOR IN THE WAY THAT ANGELS, IN VIRTUE OF BEING ANGELS, SPEAK, MEN DO NOT HEAR; NOR, AS WE HAVE EARS, HAVE THEY A TONGUE TO CORRESPOND; NOR WOULD ANY ONE ATTRIBUTE TO THE ANGELS ORGANS OF SPEECH, LIPS I MEAN, AND THE PARTS CONTIGUOUS, THROAT, AND WINDPIPE, AND CHEST, BREATH AND AIR TO VIBRATE, AND GOD IS FAR FROM CALLING ALOUD IN THE UNAPPROACHABLE SANCTITY, SEPARATED AS HE IS FROM EVEN THE ARCHANGELS. AND WE ALSO HAVE ALREADY HEARD THAT ANGELS LEARNED THE TRUTH, AND THEIR RULERS OVER THEM; [1] FOR THEY HAD A BEGINNING. IT REMAINS, THEN, FOR US, ASCENDING TO SEEK THEIR TEACHER. AND SINCE THE UNORIGINATED BEING IS ONE, THE OMNIPOTENT GOD; ONE, TOO, IS THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN, "BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, AND WITHOUT WHOM NOT ONE THING EVER WAS MADE."[3] "FOR ONE, IN TRUTH, IS GOD, WHO FORMED THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS;" POINTING OUT "THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN SON," PETER WRITES, ACCURATELY COMPREHENDING THE STATEMENT, "IN THE BEGINNING GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH."[4] AND HE IS CALLED WISDOM BY ALL THE PROPHETS. THIS IS HE WHO IS THE TEACHER OF ALL CREATED BEINGS, THE FELLOW-COUNSELLOR OF GOD, WHO FOREKNEW ALL THINGS; AND HE FROM ABOVE, FROM THE FIRST FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, "IN MANY WAYS AND MANY TIMES,"[5] TRAINS AND PERFECTS; WHENCE IT IS RIGHTLY SAID, "CALL NO MAN YOUR TEACHER ON EARTH."[6] YOU SEE WHENCE THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY HAS ITS HANDLES; THOUGH THE LAW BE THE IMAGE AND SHADOW OF THE TRUTH: FOR THE LAW IS THE SHADOW OF THE TRUTH. BUT THE SELF-LOVE OF THE GREEKS PROCLAIMS CERTAIN MEN AS THEIR TEACHERS. AS, THEN, THE WHOLE FAMILY RUNS BACK TO GOD THE CREATOR; [7] SO ALSO ALL THE TEACHING OF GOOD THINGS, WHICH JUSTIFIES, DOES TO THE LORD AND LEADS AND CONTRIBUTES TO THIS. BUT IF FROM ANY CREATURE THEY RECEIVED IN ANY WAY WHATEVER THE SEEDS OF THE TRUTH, THEY DID NOT NOURISH THEM; BUT COMMITTING THEM TO A BARREN AND RAINLESS SOIL, THEY CHOKED THEM WITH WEEDS, AS THE PHARISEES REVOLTED FROM THE LAW, BY INTRODUCING HUMAN TEACHINGS, THE CAUSE OF THESE BEING NOT THE TEACHER, BUT THOSE WHO CHOOSE TO DISOBEY. BUT THOSE OF THEM WHO BELIEVED THE LORD'S ADVENT AND THE PLAIN TEACHING OF THE SCRIPTURES, ATTAIN TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LAW; AS ALSO THOSE ADDICTED TO PHILOSOPHY, BY THE TEACHING OF THE LORD, ARE INTRODUCED INTO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY: "FOR THE ORACLES OF THE LORD ARE PURE ORACLES, MELTED IN THE FIRE, TRIED IN THE EARTH,[1] PURIFIED SEVEN TIMES."[2] JUST AS SILVER OFTEN PURIFIED, SO IS THE JUST MAN BROUGHT TO THE TEST, BECOMING THE LORD'S COIN AND RECEIVING THE ROYAL IMAGE. OR, SINCE SOLOMON ALSO CALLS THE "TONGUE OF THE RIGHTEOUS MAN GOLD THAT HAS BEEN SUBJECTED TO FIRE,"[3] INTIMATING THAT THE DOCTRINE WHICH HAS BEEN PROVED, AND IS WISE, IS TO BE PRAISED AND RECEIVED, WHENEVER IT IS AMPLY TRIED BY THE EARTH: THAT IS, WHEN THE GNOSTIC SOUL IS IN MANIFOLD WAYS SANCTIFIED, THROUGH WITHDRAWAL FROM EARTHY FIRES. AND THE BODY IN WHICH IT DWELLS IS PURIFIED, BEING APPROPRIATED TO THE PURENESS OF A HOLY TEMPLE. BUT THE FIRST PURIFICATION WHICH TAKES PLACE IN THE BODY, THE SOUL BEING FIRST, IS ABSTINENCE FROM EVIL THINGS, WHICH SOME CONSIDER PERFECTION, AND IS, IN TRUTH, THE PERFECTION OF THE COMMON BELIEVER--JEW AND GREEK. BUT IN THE CASE OF THE GNOSTIC, AFTER THAT WHICH IS RECKONED PERFECTION IN OTHERS, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ADVANCES TO ACTIVITY IN WELL-DOING. AND IN WHOMSOEVER THE INCREASED FORCE [4] OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ADVANCES TO THE DOING OF GOOD, IN HIS CASE PERFECTION ABIDES IN THE FIXED HABIT OF WELL- DOING AFTER THE LIKENESS OF GOD. FOR THOSE WHO ARE THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, AND BESIDES SERVANTS OF GOD, ARE "THE CALLED;" AND THE SONS OF JACOB ARE THE ELECT--THEY WHO HAVE TRIPPED UP THE ENERGY OF WICKEDNESS. IF; THEN, WE ASSERT THAT CHRIST HIMSELF IS WISDOM, AND THAT IT WAS HIS WORKING WHICH SHOWED ITSELF IN THE PROPHETS, BY WHICH THE GNOSTIC TRADITION MAY BE LEARNED, AS HE HIMSELF TAUGHT THE APOSTLES DURING HIS PRESENCE; THEN IT FOLLOWS THAT THE GRINDS, WHICH IS THE KNOWLEDGE AND APPREHENSION OF THINGS PRESENT, FUTURE, AND PAST, WHICH IS SURE AND RELIABLE, AS BEING IMPARTED AND REVEALED BY THE SON OF GOD, IS WISDOM. AND IF, TOO, THE END OF THE WISE MAN IS CONTEMPLATION, THAT OF THOSE WHO ARE STILL PHILOSOPHERS AIMS AT IT, BUT NEVER ATTAINS IT, UNLESS BY THE PROCESS OF LEARNING IT RECEIVES THE PROPHETIC UTTERANCE WHICH HAS BEEN MADE KNOWN, BY WHICH IT GRASPS BOTH THE PRESENT, THE FUTURE, AND THE PAST--HOW THEY ARE, WERE, AND SHALL BE. AND THE GNOSIS ITSELF IS THAT WHICH HAS DESCENDED BY TRANSMISSION TO A FEW, HAVING BEEN IMPARTED UNWRITTEN BY THE APOSTLES. HENCE, THEN, KNOWLEDGE OR WISDOM OUGHT TO BE EXERCISED UP TO THE ETERNAL AND UNCHANGEABLE HABIT OF CONTEMPLATION. 
CHAP. VIII. PHILOSOPHY IS KNOWLEDGE GIVEN BY GOD. 
FOR PAUL TOO, IN THE EPISTLES, PLAINLY DOES NOT DISPARAGE PHILOSOPHY; BUT DEEMS IT UNWORTHY OF THE MAN WHO HAS ATTAINED TO THE ELEVATION OF THE GNOSTIC, ANY MORE TO GO BACK TO THE HELLENIC "PHILOSOPHY," FIGURATIVELY CALLING IT '' THE RUDIMENTS OF THIS WORLD,"[5] AS BEING MOST RUDIMENTARY, AND A PREPARATORY TRAINING FOR THE TRUTH. WHEREFORE ALSO, WRITING TO THE HEBREWS, WHO WERE DECLINING AGAIN FROM FAITH TO THE LAW, HE SAYS," HAVE YE NOT NEED AGAIN OF ONE TO TEACH YOU WHICH ARE THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE ORACLES OF GOD, AND ARE BECOME SUCH AS HAVE NEED OF MILK, AND NOT OF STRONG MEAT?"[6] SO ALSO TO THE COLOSSIANS, WHO WERE GREEK CONVERTS, "BEWARE LEST ANY MAN SPOIL YOU BY PHILOSOPHY AND VAIN DECEIT, AFTER THE TRADITION OF MEN, AFTER THE RUDIMENTS OF THIS WORLD, AND NOT AFTER CHRIST,"[7]--ENTICING THEM AGAIN TO RETURN TO PHILOSOPHY, THE ELEMENTARY DOCTRINE. AND SHOULD ONE SAY THAT IT WAS THROUGH HUMAN UNDERSTANDING THAT PHILOSOPHY WAS DISCOVERED BY THE GREEKS, STILL I FIND THE SCRIPTURES SAYING THAT UNDERSTANDING IS SENT BY GOD. THE PSALMIST, ACCORDINGLY, CONSIDERS UNDERSTANDING AS THE GREATEST FREE GIFT, AND BESEECHES, SAYING," I AM THY SERVANT; GIVE ME UNDERSTANDING." AND DOES NOT DAVID, WHILE ASKING THE ABUNDANT EXPERIENCE OF KNOWLEDGE, WRITE, "TEACH ME GENTLENESS, AND DISCIPLINE, AND KNOWLEDGE: FOR I HAVE BELIEVED IN THY COMMANDMENTS?"[9] HE CONFESSED THE COVENANTS TO BE OF THE HIGHEST AUTHORITY, AND THAT THEY WERE GIVEN TO THE MORE EXCELLENT. ACCORDINGLY, THE PSALM AGAIN SAYS OF GOD, "HE HATH NOT DONE THUS TO ANY NATION; AND HE HATH NOT SHOWN HIS JUDGMENTS TO THEM."[10] THE EXPRESSION "HE HATH NOT DONE SO" SHOWS THAT HE HATH DONE, BUT NOT "THUS." THE "THUS," THEN, IS PUT COMPARATIVELY, WITH REFERENCE TO PRE-EMINENCE, WHICH OBTAINS IN OUR CASE. THE PROPHET MIGHT HAVE SAID SIMPLY, "HE HATH NOT DONE," WITHOUT THE "THUS." FURTHER, PETER IN THE ACTS SAYS, "OF A TRUTH, I PERCEIVE THAT GOD IS NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS; BUT IN EVERY NATION HE THAT FEARETH HIM, AND WORKETH RIGHTEOUSNESS, IS ACCEPTED BY HIM."[11] THE ABSENCE OF RESPECT OF PERSONS IN GOD IS NOT THEN IN TIME, BUT FROM ETERNITY. NOR HAD HIS BENEFICENCE A BEGINNING; NOR ANY MORE IS IT LIMITED TO PLACES OR PERSONS. FOR HIS BENEFICENCE IS NOT CONFINED TO PARTS. "OPEN YE THE GATES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS," IT IS SAID; "ENTERING INTO THEM, I WILL CONFESS TO THE LORD. THIS IS THE GATE OF THE LORD. THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL ENTER BY IT."[1] EXPLAINING THE PROPHET'S SAYING, BARNABAS ADDS, "THERE BEING MANY GATES OPEN, THAT WHICH IS IN RIGHTEOUSNESS IS THE GATE WHICH IS IN CHRIST, BY WHICH ALL WHO ENTER ARE BLESSED." BORDERING ON THE SAME MEANING IS ALSO THE FOLLOWING PROPHETIC UTTERANCE: "THE LORD IS ON MANY WATERS;"[2] NOT THE DIFFERENT COVENANTS ALONE, BUT THE MODES OF TEACHING, THOSE AMONG THE GREEK AND THOSE AMONG THE BARBARIANS, CONDUCING TO RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND ALREADY CLEARLY DAVID, BEARING TESTIMONY TO THE TRUTH, SINGS, "LET SINNERS BE TURNED INTO HADES, AND ALL THE NATIONS THAT FORGET GOD."[3] THEY FORGET, PLAINLY, HIM WHOM THEY FORMERLY REMEMBERED, AND DISMISS HIM WHOM THEY KNEW PREVIOUS TO FORGETTING HIM. THERE WAS THEN A DIM KNOWLEDGE OF GOD ALSO AMONG THE NATIONS. SO MUCH FOR THOSE POINTS. NOW THE GNOSTIC MUST BE ERUDITE. AND SINCE THE GREEKS SAY THAT PROTAGORAS HAVING LED THE WAY, THE OPPOSING OF ONE ARGUMENT BY ANOTHER WAS INVENTED, IT IS FITTING THAT SOMETHING BE SAID WITH REFERENCE TO ARGUMENTS OF THIS SORT. FOR SCRIPTURE SAYS, "HE THAT SAYS MUCH, SHALL ALSO HEAR IN HIS TURN."[4] AND WHO SHALL UNDERSTAND A PARABLE OF THE LORD, BUT THE WISE, THE INTELLIGENT, AND HE THAT LOVES HIS LORD? LET SUCH A MAN BE FAITHFUL; LET HIM BE CAPABLE OF UTTERING HIS KNOWLEDGE; LET HIM BE WISE IN THE DISCRIMINATION OF WORDS; LET HIM BE DEXTEROUS IN ACTION; LET HIM BE PURE. "THE GREATER HE SEEMS TO BE, THE MORE HUMBLE SHOULD HE BE," SAYS CLEMENT IN THE EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, "SUCH AN ONE AS IS CAPABLE OF COMPLYING WITH THE PRECEPT, 'AND SOME PLUCK FROM THE FIRE, AND ON OTHERS HAVE COMPASSION, MAKING A DIFFERENCE,'"[5] THE PRUNING-HOOK IS MADE, CERTAINLY, PRINCIPALLY FOR PRUNING; BUT WITH IT WE SEPARATE TWIGS THAT HAVE GOT INTERTWINED, CUT THE THORNS WHICH GROW ALONG WITH THE VINES, WHICH IT IS NOT VERY EASY TO REACH. AND ALL THESE THINGS HAVE A REFERENCE TO PRUNING. AGAIN, MAN IS MADE PRINCIPALLY FOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD; BUT HE ALSO MEASURES LAND, PRACTICES AGRICULTURE, AND PHILOSOPHIZES; OF WHICH PURSUITS, ONE CONDUCES TO LIFE, ANOTHER TO LIVING WELL, A THIRD TO THE STUDY OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE CAPABLE OF DEMONSTRATION. FURTHER, LET THOSE WHO SAY THAT PHILOSOPHY TOOK ITS RISE FROM THE DEVIL KNOW THIS, THAT THE SCRIPTURE SAYS THAT "THE DEVIL IS TRANSFORMED INTO AN ANGEL OF LIGHT."[6] WHEN ABOUT TO DO WHAT? PLAINLY, WHEN ABOUT TO PROPHESY. BUT IF HE PROPHESIES AS AN ANGEL OF LIGHT, HE WILL SPEAK WHAT IS TRUE. AND IF HE PROPHESIES WHAT IS ANGELICAL, AND OF THE LIGHT, THEN HE PROPHESIES WHAT IS BENEFICIAL WHEN HE IS TRANSFORMED ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF THE OPERATION, THOUGH HE BE DIFFERENT WITH RESPECT TO THE MATTER OF APOSTASY. FOR HOW COULD HE DECEIVE ANY ONE, WITHOUT DRAWING THE LOVER OF KNOWLEDGE INTO FELLOWSHIP, AND SO DRAWING HIM AFTERWARDS INTO FALSEHOOD? ESPECIALLY HE WILL BE FOUND TO KNOW THE TRUTH, IF NOT SO AS TO COMPREHEND IT, YET SO AS NOT TO BE UNACQUAINTED WITH IT. PHILOSOPHY IS NOT THEN FALSE, THOUGH THE THIEF AND THE LIAR SPEAK TRUTH, THROUGH A TRANSFORMATION OF OPERATION. NOR IS SENTENCE OF CONDEMNATION TO BE PRONOUNCED IGNORANTLY AGAINST WHAT IS SAID, ON ACCOUNT OF HIM WHO SAYS IT (WHICH ALSO IS TO BE KEPT IN VIEW, IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO ARE NOW ALLEGED TO PROPHESY); BUT WHAT IS SAID MUST BE LOOKED AT, TO SEE IF IT KEEPS BY THE TRUTH. AND IN GENERAL TERMS, WE SHALL NOT ERR IN ALLEGING THAT ALL THINGS NECESSARY AND PROFITABLE FOR LIFE CAME TO US FROM GOD, AND THAT PHILOSOPHY MORE ESPECIALLY WAS GIVEN TO THE GREEKS, AS A COVENANT PECULIAR TO THEM--BEING, AS IT IS, A STEPPING-STONE TO THE PHILOSOPHY WHICH IS ACCORDING TO CHRIST ALTHOUGH THOSE WHO APPLIED THEMSELVES TO THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE GREEKS SHUT THEIR EARS VOLUNTARILY TO THE TRUTH, DESPISING THE VOICE OF BARBARIANS, OR ALSO DREADING THE DANGER SUSPENDED OVER THE BELIEVER, BY THE LAWS OF THE STATE. AND AS IN THE BARBARIAN PHILOSOPHY, SO ALSO IN THE HELLENIC, "TARES WERE SOWN" BY THE PROPER HUSBANDMAN OF THE TARES; WHENCE ALSO HERESIES GREW UP AMONG US ALONG WITH THE PRODUCTIVE WHEAT; AND THOSE WHO IN THE HELLENIC PHILOSOPHY PREACH THE IMPIETY AND VOLUPTUOUSNESS OF EPICURUS, AND WHATEVER OTHER TENETS ARE DISSEMINATED CONTRARY TO RIGHT REASON, EXIST AMONG THE GREEKS AS SPURIOUS FRUITS OF THE DIVINELY BESTOWED HUSBANDRY. THIS VOLUPTUOUS AND SELFISH PHILOSOPHY THE APOSTLE CALLS "THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD;" IN CONSEQUENCE OF ITS TEACHING THE THINGS OF THIS WORLD AND ABOUT IT ALONE, AND ITS CONSEQUENT SUBJECTION, AS FAR AS RESPECTS ASCENDANCY, TO THOSE WHO RULE HERE. WHEREFORE ALSO THIS FRAGMENTARY PHILOSOPHY IS VERY ELEMENTARY, WHILE TRULY PERFECT SCIENCE DEALS WITH INTELLECTUAL OBJECTS, WHICH ARE BEYOND THE SPHERE OF THE WORLD, AND WITH THE OBJECTS STILL MORE SPIRITUAL THAN THOSE WHICH "EYE SAW NOT, AND EAR HEARD NOT, NOR DID IT ENTER INTO THE HEART OF MEN," TILL THE TEACHER TOLD THE ACCOUNT OF THEM TO US; UNVEILING THE HOLY OF HOLIES; AND IN ASCENDING ORDER, THINGS STILL HOLIER THAN THESE, TO THOSE WHO ARE TRULY AND NOT SPURIOUSLY HEIRS OF THE LORD'S ADOPTION. FOR WE NOW DARE AVER (FOR HERE IS THE FAITH THAT IS CHARACTERIZED BY KNOWLEDGE [1]) THAT SUCH AN ONE KNOWS ALL THINGS, AND COMPREHENDS ALL THINGS IN THE EXERCISE OF SURE APPREHENSION, RESPECTING MATTERS DIFFICULT FOR US, AND REALLY PERTAINING TO THE TRUE GNOSIS [2] SUCH AS WERE JAMES, PETER, JOHN, PAUL, AND THE REST OF THE APOSTLES. FOR PROPHECY IS FULL OF KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS), INASMUCH AS IT WAS GIVEN BY THE LORD, AND AGAIN EXPLAINED BY THE LORD TO THE APOSTLES. AND IS NOT KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS) AN ATTRIBUTE OF THE RATIONAL SOUL, WHICH TRAINS ITSELF FOR THIS, THAT BY KNOWLEDGE IT MAY BECOME ENTITLED TO IMMORTALITY? FOR BOTH ARE POWERS OF THE SOUL BOTH KNOWLEDGE AND IMPULSE. AND IMPULSE IS FOUND TO BE A MOVEMENT AFTER AN ASSENT. FOR HE WHO HAS AN IMPULSE TOWARDS AN ACTION, FIRST RECEIVES THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ACTION, AND SECONDLY THE IMPULSE. LET US FURTHER DEVOTE OUR ATTENTION TO THIS. FOR SINCE LEARNING IS OLDER THAN ACTION; (FOR NATURALLY, HE WHO DOES WHAT HE WISHES TO DO LEARNS IT FIRST; AND KNOWLEDGE COMES FROM LEARNING, AND IMPULSE FOLLOWS KNOWLEDGE; AFTER WHICH COMES ACTION;) KNOWLEDGE TURNS OUT THE BEGINNING AND AUTHOR OF ALL RATIONAL ACTION. SO THAT RIGHTLY THE PECULIAR NATURE OF THE RATIONAL SOUL IS CHARACTERIZED BY THIS ALONE; FOR IN REALITY IMPULSE, LIKE KNOWLEDGE, IS EXCITED BY EXISTING OBJECTS. AND KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS) IS ESSENTIALLY A CONTEMPLATION OF EXISTENCES ON THE PART OF THE SOUL, EITHER OF A CERTAIN THING OR OF CERTAIN THINGS, AND WHEN PERFECTED, OF ALL TOGETHER. ALTHOUGH SOME SAY THAT THE WISE MAN IS PERSUADED THAT THERE ARE SOME THINGS INCOMPREHENSIBLE, IN SUCH WISE AS TO HAVE RESPECTING THEM A KIND OF COMPREHENSION, INASMUCH AS HE COMPREHENDS THAT THINGS INCOMPREHENSIBLE ARE INCOMPREHENSIBLE; WHICH IS COMMON, AND PERTAINS TO THOSE WHO ARE CAPABLE OF PERCEIVING LITTLE. FOR SUCH A MAN AFFIRMS THAT THERE ARE SOME THINGS INCOMPREHENSIBLE. BUT THAT GNOSTIC OF WHOM I SPEAK, HIMSELF COMPREHENDS WHAT SEEMS TO BE INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO OTHERS; BELIEVING THAT NOTHING IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO THE SON OF GOD, WHENCE NOTHING INCAPABLE OF BEING TAUGHT. FOR HE WHO SUFFERED OUT OF HIS LOVE FOR US, WOULD HAVE SUPPRESSED NO ELEMENT OF KNOWLEDGE REQUISITE FOR OUR INSTRUCTION. ACCORDINGLY, THIS FAITH BECOMES SURE DEMONSTRATION; SINCE TRUTH FOLLOWS WHAT HAS BEEN DELIVERED BY GOD. BUT IF ONE DESIRES EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE, "HE KNOWS THINGS ANCIENT, AND CONJECTURES THINGS FUTURE; HE UNDERSTANDS KNOTTY SAYINGS, AND THE SOLUTIONS OF ENIGMAS. THE DISCIPLE OF WISDOM FOREKNOWS SIGNS AND OMENS, AND THE ISSUES OF SEASONS AND OF TIMES."[3] 
CHAP. IX. THE GNOSTIC FREE OF ALL PERTURBATIONS OF THE SOUL. 
THE GNOSTIC IS SUCH, THAT HE IS SUBJECT ONLY TO THE AFFECTIONS THAT EXIST FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THE BODY, SUCH AS HUNGER, THIRST, AND THE LIKE. BUT IN THE CASE OF THE SAVIOR, IT WAS LUDICROUS [TO SUPPOSE] THAT THE BODY, AS A BODY, DEMANDED THE NECESSARY AIDS IN ORDER TO ITS DURATION. FOR HE ATE, NOT FOR THE SAKE OF THE BODY, WHICH WAS KEPT TOGETHER BY A HOLY ENERGY, BUT IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT NOT ENTER INTO THE MINDS OF THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM TO ENTERTAIN A DIFFERENT OPINION OF HIM; IN LIKE MANNER AS CERTAINLY, SOME AFTERWARDS SUPPOSED THAT HE APPEARED IN A PHANTASMAL SHAPE (DOKHSEI). BUT HE WAS ENTIRELY IMPASSIBLE (APAQHG); INACCESSIBLE TO ANY MOVEMENT OF FEELING--EITHER PLEASURE OR PAIN. WHILE THE APOSTLES, HAVING MOST GNOSTICALLY MASTERED, THROUGH THE LORD'S TEACHING, ANGEL AND FEAR, AND LUST, WERE NOT LIABLE EVEN TO SUCH OF THE MOVEMENTS OF FEELING, AS SEEM GOOD, COURAGE, ZEAL, JOY, DESIRE, THROUGH A STEADY CONDITION OF MIND, NOT CHANGING A WHIT; BUT EVER CONTINUING UNVARYING IN A STATE OF TRAINING AFTER THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD. AND SHOULD IT BE GRANTED THAT THE AFFECTIONS SPECIFIED ABOVE, WHEN PRODUCED RATIONALLY, ARE GOOD, YET THEY ARE NEVERTHELESS INADMISSIBLE IN THE CASE OF THE PERFECT MAN, WHO IS INCAPABLE OF EXERCISING COURAGE: FOR NEITHER DOES HE MEET WHAT INSPIRES FEAR, AS HE REGARDS NONE OF THE THINGS THAT OCCUR IN LIFE AS TO BE DREADED; NOR CAN AUGHT DISLODGE HIM FROM THIS--THE LOVE HE HAS TOWARDS GOD. NOR DOES HE NEED CHEERFULNESS OF MIND; FOR HE DOES NOT FALL INTO PAIN, BEING PERSUADED THAT ALL THINGS HAPPEN WELL. NOR IS HE ANGRY; FOR THERE IS NOTHING TO MOVE HIM TO ANGER, SEEING HE EVER LOVES GOD, AND IS ENTIRELY TURNED TOWARDS HIM ALONE, AND THEREFORE HATES NONE OF GOD'S CREATURES. NO MORE DOES HE ENVY; FOR NOTHING IS WANTING TO HIM, THAT IS REQUISITE TO ASSIMILATION, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY BE EXCELLENT AND GOOD. NOR DOES HE CONSEQUENTLY LOVE ANY ONE WITH THIS COMMON AFFECTION, BUT LOVES THE CREATOR IN THE CREATURES. NOR, CONSEQUENTLY, DOES HE FALL INTO ANY DESIRE AND EAGERNESS; NOR DOES HE WANT, AS FAR AS RESPECTS HIS SOUL, AUGHT APPERTAINING TO OTHERS, NOW THAT HE ASSOCIATES THROUGH LOVE WITH THE BELOVED ONE, TO WHOM HE IS ALLIED BY FREE CHOICE, AND BY THE HABIT WHICH RESULTS FROM TRAINING, APPROACHES CLOSER TO HIM, AND IS BLESSED THROUGH THE ABUNDANCE OF GOOD THINGS. SO THAT ON THESE ACCOUNTS HE IS COMPELLED TO BECOME LIKE HIS TEACHER IN IMPASSIBILITY. FOR THE WORD OF GOD IS INTELLECTUAL, ACCORDING AS THE IMAGE OF MIND IS SEEN 'IN MAN ALONE. THUS, ALSO THE GOOD MAN IS GODLIKE IN FORM AND SEMBLANCE AS RESPECTS HIS SOUL. AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, GOD IS LIKE MAN. FOR THE DISTINCTIVE FORM OF EACH ONE IS THE MIND BY WHICH WE ARE CHARACTERIZED. CONSEQUENTLY, ALSO, THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST MAN ARE UNHOLY AND IMPIOUS. FOR IT WERE RIDICULOUS TO SAY THAT THE GNOSTIC AND PERFECT MAN MUST NOT ERADICATE ANGER AND COURAGE, INASMUCH AS WITHOUT THESE HE WILL NOT STRUGGLE AGAINST CIRCUMSTANCES, OR ABIDE WHAT IS TERRIBLE. BUT IF WE TAKE FROM HIM DESIRE; HE WILL BE QUITE OVERWHELMED BY TROUBLES, AND THEREFORE DEPART FROM THIS LIFE VERY BASELY. UNLESS POSSESSED OF IT, AS SOME SUPPOSE, HE WILL NOT CONCEIVE A DESIRE FOR WHAT IS LIKE THE EXCELLENT AND THE GOOD. IF, THEN, ALL ALLIANCE WITH WHAT IS GOOD IS ACCOMPANIED WITH DESIRE, HOW, IT IS SAID, DOES HE REMAIN IMPASSIBLE WHO DESIRES WHAT IS EXCELLENT? BUT THESE PEOPLE KNOW NOT, AS APPEARS, THE DIVINITY OF LOVE. FOR LOVE IS NOT DESIRE ON THE PART OF HIM WHO LOVES; BUT IS A RELATION OF AFFECTION, RESTORING THE GNOSTIC TO THE UNITY OF THE FAITH, INDEPENDENT OF TIME AND PLACE. BUT HE WHO BY LOVE IS ALREADY IN THE MIDST OF THAT IN WHICH HE IS DESTINED TO BE, AND HAS ANTICIPATED HOPE BY KNOWLEDGE, DOES NOT DESIRE ANYTHING, HAVING, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, THE VERY THING DESIRED. ACCORDINGLY, AS TO BE EXPECTED, HE CONTINUES IN THE EXERCISE OF GNOSTIC LOVE, IN THE ONE UNVARYING STATE. NOR WILL HE, THEREFORE, EAGERLY DESIRE TO BE ASSIMILATED TO WHAT IS BEAUTIFUL, POSSESSING, AS HE DOES, BEAUTY BY LOVE. WHAT MORE NEED OF COURAGE AND OF DESIRE TO HIM, WHO HAS OBTAINED THE AFFINITY TO THE IMPASSIBLE GOD WHICH ARISES FROM LOVE, AND BY LOVE HAS ENROLLED HIMSELF AMONG THE FRIENDS OF GOD? WE MUST THEREFORE RESCUE THE GNOSTIC AND PERFECT MAN FROM ALL PASSION OF THE SOUL. FOR KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS) PRODUCES PRACTICE, AND PRACTICE HABIT OR DISPOSITION; AND SUCH A STATE AS THIS PRODUCES IMPASSIBILITY, NOT MODERATION OF PASSION. AND THE COMPLETE ERADICATION OF DESIRE REAPS AS ITS FRUIT IMPASSIBILITY. BUT THE GNOSTIC DOES NOT SHARE EITHER IN THOSE AFFECTIONS THAT ARE COMMONLY CELEBRATED AS GOOD, THAT IS, THE GOOD THINGS OF THE AFFECTIONS WHICH ARE ALLIED TO THE PASSIONS: SUCH, I MEAN, AS GLADNESS, WHICH IS ALLIED TO PLEASURE; AND DEJECTION, FOR THIS IS CONJOINED WITH PAIN; AND CAUTION, FOR IT IS SUBJECT TO FEAR. NOR YET DOES HE SHARE IN HIGH SPIRIT, FOR IT TAKES ITS PLACE ALONGSIDE OF WRATH; ALTHOUGH SOME SAY THAT THESE ARE NO LONGER EVIL, BUT ALREADY GOOD. FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT HE WHO HAS BEEN ONCE MADE PERFECT BY LOVE, AND FEASTS ETERNALLY AND INSATIABLY ON THE BOUNDLESS JOY OF CONTEMPLATION, SHOULD DELIGHT IN SMALL AND GROVELING THINGS. FOR WHAT RATIONAL CAUSE REMAINS ANY MORE TO THE MAN WHO HAS GAINED "THE LIGHT INACCESSIBLE,"[2] FOR REVERING TO THE GOOD THINGS OF THE WORLD? ALTHOUGH NOT YET TRUE AS TO TIME AND PLACE, YET BY THAT GNOSTIC LOVE THROUGH WHICH THE INHERITANCE AND PERFECT RESTITUTION FOLLOW, THE GIVER OF THE REWARD MAKES GOOD BY DEEDS WHAT THE GNOSTIC, BY GNOSTIC CHOICE, HAD GRASPED BY ANTICIPATION THROUGH LOVE. FOR BY GOING AWAY TO THE LORD, FOR THE LOVE HE BEARS HIM, THOUGH HIS TABERNACLE BE VISIBLE ON EARTH, HE DOES NOT WITHDRAW HIMSELF FROM LIFE. FOR THAT IS NOT PERMITTED TO HIM. BUT HE HAS WITHDRAWN HIS SOUL FROM THE PASSIONS. FOR THAT IS GRANTED TO HIM. AND ON THE OTHER HAND, HE LIVES, HAVING PUT TO DEATH HIS LUSTS, AND NO LONGER MAKES USE OF THE BODY, BUT ALLOWS IT THE USE OF NECESSARIES, THAT HE MAY NOT GIVE CAUSE FOR DISSOLUTION. HOW, THEN, HAS HE ANY MORE NEED OF FORTITUDE, WHO IS NOT IN THE MIDST OF DANGERS, BEING NOT PRESENT, BUT ALREADY WHOLLY WITH THE OBJECT OF LOVE? AND WHAT NECESSITY FOR SELF-RESTRAINT TO HIM WHO HAS NOT NEED OF IT? FOR TO HAVE SUCH DESIRES, AS REQUIRE SELF-RESTRAINT IN ORDER TO THEIR CONTROL, IS CHARACTERISTIC OF ONE WHO IS NOT YET PURE, BUT SUBJECT TO PASSION. NOW, FORTITUDE IS ASSUMED BY REASON OF FEAR AND COWARDICE. FOR IT WERE NO LONGER SEEMLY THAT THE FRIEND OF GOD, WHOM "GOD HATH FORE-ORDAINED BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD"[3] TO BE ENROLLED IN THE HIGHEST "ADOPTION," SHOULD FALL INTO PLEASURES OR FEARS, AND BE OCCUPIED IN THE REPRESSION OF THE PASSIONS. FOR I VENTURE TO ASSERT, THAT AS HE IS PREDESTINATED THROUGH WHAT HE SHALL DO, AND WHAT HE SHALL OBTAIN, SO ALSO HAS HE PREDESTINATED HIMSELF BY REASON OF WHAT HE KNEW AND WHOM HE LOVED; NOT HAVING THE FUTURE INDISTINCT, AS THE MULTITUDE LIVE, CONJECTURING IT, BUT HAVING GRASPED BY GNOSTIC FAITH WHAT IS HIDDEN FROM OTHERS. AND THROUGH LOVE, THE FUTURE IS FOR HIM ALREADY PRESENT. FOR HE HAS BELIEVED, THROUGH PROPHECY AND THE ADVENT, ON GOD WHO LIES NOT. AND WHAT HE BELIEVES HE POSSESSES, AND KEEPS HOLD OF THE PROMISE. AND HE WHO HATH PROMISED IS TRUTH. AND THROUGH THE TRUSTWORTHINESS OF HIM WHO HAS PROMISED, HE HAS FIRMLY LAID HOLD OF THE END OF THE PROMISE BY KNOWLEDGE. AND HE, WHO KNOWS THE SURE COMPREHENSION OF THE FUTURE WHICH THERE IS IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, IN WHICH HE IS PLACED, BY LOVE GOES TO MEET THE FUTURE. SO, HE, THAT IS PERSUADED THAT HE WILL OBTAIN THE THINGS THAT ARE REALLY GOOD, WILL NOT PRAY TO OBTAIN WHAT IS HERE, BUT THAT HE MAY ALWAYS CLING TO THE FAITH WHICH HITS THE MARK AND SUCCEEDS. AND BESIDES, HE WILL PRAY THAT AS MANY AS POSSIBLE MAY BECOME LIKE HIM, TO THE GLORY OF GOD, WHICH IS PERFECTED THROUGH KNOWLEDGE. FOR HE WHO IS MADE LIKE THE SAVIOR IS ALSO DEVOTED TO SAVING; PERFORMING UNERRINGLY THE COMMANDMENTS AS FAR AS THE HUMAN NATURE MAY ADMIT OF THE IMAGE. AND THIS IS TO WORSHIP GOD BY DEEDS AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS. THE LORD WILL NOT WAIT FOR THE VOICE OF THIS MAN IN PRAYER. "ASK," HE SAYS, "AND I WILL DO IT; THINK, AND I WILL GIVE."[1] FOR, IN FINE, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE IMMUTABLE SHOULD ASSUME FIRMNESS AND CONSISTENCY IN THE MUTABLE. BUT THE RULING FACULTY BEING IN PERPETUAL CHANGE, AND THEREFORE UNSTABLE, THE FORCE OF HABIT IS NOT MAINTAINED. FOR HOW CAN HE WHO IS PERPETUALLY CHANGED BY EXTERNAL OCCURRENCES MAD ACCIDENTS, EVER POSSESS HABIT AND DISPOSITION, AND IN A WORD, GRASP OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE (EPISTHMH)? FURTHER, ALSO, THE PHILOSOPHERS REGARD THE VIRTUES AS HABITS, DISPOSITIONS, AND SCIENCES. AND AS KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS) IS NOT BORN WITH MEN, BUT IS ACQUIRED,[2] AND THE ACQUIRING OF IT IN ITS ELEMENTS DEMANDS APPLICATION, AND TRAINING, AND PROGRESS; AND THEN FROM INCESSANT PRACTICE IT PASSES INTO A HABIT; SO, WHEN PERFECTED IN THE MYSTIC HABIT, IT ABIDES, BEING INFALLIBLE THROUGH LOVE. FOR NOT ONLY HAS HE APPREHENDED THE FIRST CAUSE, AND THE CAUSE PRODUCED BY IT, AND IS SURE ABOUT THEM, POSSESSING FIRMLY FIRM AND IRREFRAGABLE AND IMMOVEABLE REASONS; BUT ALSO RESPECTING WHAT IS GOOD AND WHAT IS EVIL, AND RESPECTING ALL PRODUCTION, AND TO SPEAK COMPREHENSIVELY, RESPECTING ALL ABOUT WHICH THE LORD HAS SPOKEN, HE HAS LEARNED, FROM THE TRUTH ITSELF, THE MOST EXACT TRUTH FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD TO THE END. NOT PREFERRING TO THE TRUTH, ITSELF WHAT APPEARS PLAUSIBLE, OR, ACCORDING TO HELLENIC REASONING, NECESSARY; BUT WHAT HAS BEEN SPOKEN BY THE LORD HE ACCEPTS AS CLEAR AND EVIDENT, THOUGH CONCEALED FROM OTHERS; AND HE HAS ALREADY RECEIVED THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL THINGS. AND THE ORACLES WE POSSESS GIVE THEIR UTTERANCES RESPECTING WHAT EXISTS, AS IT IS; AND RESPECTING WHAT IS FUTURE, AS IT SHALL BE; AND RESPECTING WHAT IS PAST, AS IT WAS. IN SCIENTIFIC MATTERS, AS BEING ALONE POSSESSED OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE, HE WILL HOLD THE PRE- EMINENCE, AND WILL DISCOURSE ON THE DISCUSSION RESPECTING THE GOOD, EVER INTENT ON INTELLECTUAL OBJECTS, TRACING OUT HIS PROCEDURE IN HUMAN AFFAIRS FROM THE ARCHETYPES ABOVE; AS NAVIGATORS DIRECT THE SHIP ACCORDING TO THE STAR; PREPARED TO HOLD HIMSELF IN READINESS FOR EVERY SUITABLE ACTION; ACCUSTOMED TO DESPISE ALL DIFFICULTIES AND DANGERS WHEN IT IS NECESSARY TO UNDERGO THEM; NEVER DOING ANYTHING PRECIPITATE OR INCONGRUOUS EITHER TO HIMSELF OR THE COMMON WEAL; FORE-SEEING; AND INFLEXIBLE BY PLEASURES BOTH OF WAKING HOURS AND OF DREAMS. FOR, ACCUSTOMED TO SPARE LIVING AND FRUGALITY, HE IS MODERATE, ACTIVE, MAD GRAVE; REQUIRING FEW NECESSARIES FOR LIFE; OCCUPYING HIMSELF WITH NOTHING SUPERFLUOUS. BUT DESIRING NOT EVEN THESE THINGS AS CHIEF, BUT BY REASON OF FELLOWSHIP IN LIFE, AS NECESSARY FOR HIS SOJOURN IN LIFE, AS FAR AS NECESSARY. 
CHAP. X. THE GNOSTIC AVAILS HIMSELF OF THE HELP OF ALL HUMAN KNOWLEDGE. 
FOR TO HIM KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS) IS THE PRINCIPAL THING. CONSEQUENTLY, THEREFORE, HE APPLIES TO THE SUBJECTS THAT ARE A TRAINING FOR KNOWLEDGE, TAKING FROM EACH BRANCH OF STUDY ITS CONTRIBUTION TO THE TRUTH. PROSECUTING, THEN, THE PROPORTION OF HARMONIES IN MUSIC; AND IN ARITHMETIC NOTING THE INCREASING AND DECREASING OF NUMBERS, AND THEIR RELATIONS TO ONE ANOTHER, AND HOW THE MOST OF THINGS FALL UNDER SOME PROPORTION OF NUMBERS; STUDYING GEOMETRY, WHICH IS ABSTRACT ESSENCE, HE PERCEIVES A CONTINUOUS DISTANCE, AND AN IMMUTABLE ESSENCE WHICH IS DIFFERENT FROM THESE BODIES. AND BY ASTRONOMY, AGAIN, RAISED FROM THE EARTH IN HIS MIND, HE IS ELEVATED ALONG WITH HEAVEN, AND WILL REVOLVE WITH ITS REVOLUTION; STUDYING EVER DIVINE THINGS, AND THEIR HARMONY WITH EACH OTHER; FROM WHICH ABRAHAM STARTING, ASCENDED TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM WHO CREATED THEM. FURTHER, THE GNOSTIC WILL AVAIL HIMSELF OF DIALECTICS, FIXING ON THE DISTINCTION OF GENERA INTO SPECIES, AND WILL MASTER[3] THE DISTINCTION OF EXISTENCES, TILL HE COME TO WHAT ARE PRIMARY AND SIMPLE. BUT THE MULTITUDE ARE FRIGHTENED AT THE HELLENIC PHILOSOPHY, AS CHILDREN ARE AT MASKS, BEING AFRAID LEST IT LEAD, THEM ASTRAY. BUT IF THE FAITH (FOR I CANNOT CALL IT KNOWLEDGE) WHICH THEY POSSESS BE SUCH AS TO BE DISSOLVED BY PLAUSIBLE SPEECH, LET IT BE BY ALL MEANS DISSOLVED,[4] AND LET THEM CONFESS THAT THEY WILL NOT RETAIN THE TRUTH. FOR TRUTH IS IMMOVEABLE; BUT FALSE OPINION DISSOLVES. WE CHOOSE, FOR INSTANCE, ONE PURPLE BY COMPARISON WITH ANOTHER PURPLE. SO THAT, IF ONE CONFESSES THAT HE HAS NOT A HEART THAT HAS BEEN MADE RIGHT, HE HAS NOT THE TABLE OF THE MONEY-CHANGERS OR THE TEST OF WORDS. [5] AND HOW CAN HE BE ANY LONGER A MONEY-CHANGER, WHO IS NOT ABLE TO PROVE AND DISTINGUISH SPURIOUS COIN, EVEN OFFHAND? NOW DAVID CRIED, "THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL NOT BE SHAKEN FOR EVER;"[6] NEITHER, CONSEQUENTLY, BY DECEPTIVE SPEECH NOR BY ERRING PLEASURE. WHENCE HE SHALL NEVER BE SHAKEN FROM HIS OWN HERITAGE. "HE SHALL NOT BE AFRAID OF EVIL TIDINGS; "[1] CONSEQUENTLY NEITHER OF UNFOUNDED CALUMNY, NOR OF THE FALSE OPINION AROUND HIM. NO MORE WILL HE DREAD CUNNING WORDS, WHO IS CAPABLE OF DISTINGUISHING THEM, OR OF ANSWERING RIGHTLY TO QUESTIONS ASKED. SUCH A BULWARK ARE DIALECTICS, THAT TRUTH CANNOT BE TRAMPLED UNDER FOOT BY THE SOPHISTS. "FOR IT BEHOOVES THOSE WHO PRAISE IN THE HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD," ACCORDING TO THE PROPHET, "TO REJOICE IN HEART, SEEKING, THE LORD. SEEK THEN HIM, AND BE STRONG. SEEK HIS FACE CONTINUALLY IN EVERY WAY."[2] "FOR, HAVING SPOKEN AT SUNDRY TIMES AND IN DIVER’S MANNERS,"[3] IT IS NOT IN ONE WAY ONLY THAT HE IS KNOWN. IT IS, THEN, NOT BY AVAILING HIMSELF OF THESE AS VIRTUES THAT OUR GNOSTIC WILL BE DEEPLY LEARNED. BUT BY USING THEM AS HELPS IN DISTINGUISHING WHAT IS COMMON AND WHAT IS PECULIAR, HE WILL ADMIT THE TRUTH. FOR THE CAUSE OF ALL ERROR AND FALSE OPINION, IS INABILITY TO DISTINGUISH IN WHAT RESPECT THINGS ARE COMMON, AND IN WHAT RESPECTS THEY DIFFER. FOR UNLESS, IN THINGS THAT ARE DISTINCT, ONE CLOSELY, WATCH SPEECH, HE WILL INADVERTENTLY CONFOUND WHAT IS COMMON AND WHAT IS PECULIAR AND WHERE THIS TAKES PLACE, HE MUST OF NECESSITY FALL INTO PATHLESS TRACTS AND ERROR. THE DISTINCTION OF NAMES AND THINGS ALSO IN THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES PRODUCES GREAT LIGHT IN MEN'S SOULS. FOR IT IS NECESSARY TO UNDERSTAND EXPRESSIONS WHICH SIGNIFY SEVERAL THINGS, AND SEVERAL EXPRESSIONS WHEN THEY SIGNIFY ONE THING. THE RESULT OF WHICH IS ACCURATE ANSWERING. BUT IT IS NECESSARY TO AVOID THE GREAT FUTILITY WHICH OCCUPIES ITSELF IN IRRELEVANT MATTERS; SINCE THE GNOSTIC AVAILS HIMSELF OF BRANCHES OF LEARNING AS AUXILIARY PREPARATORY EXERCISES, IN ORDER TO THE ACCURATE COMMUNICATION OF THE TRUTH, AS FAR AS ATTAINABLE AND WITH AS LITTLE DISTRACTION AS POSSIBLE, AND FOR DEFENSE AGAINST REASONINGS THAT PLOT FOR THE EXTINCTION OF THE TRUTH. HE WILL NOT THEN BE DEFICIENT IN WHAT CONTRIBUTES TO PROFICIENCY IN THE CURRICULUM OF STUDIES AND THE HELLENIC PHILOSOPHY; BUT NOT PRINCIPALLY, BUT NECESSARILY, SECONDARILY, AND ON ACCOUNT OF CIRCUMSTANCES. FOR WHAT THOSE LABORING IN HERESIES USE WICKEDLY, THE GNOSTIC WILL USE TIGHTLY. THEREFORE, THE TRUTH THAT APPEARS IN THE HELLENIC PHILOSOPHY, BEING PARTIAL, THE REAL TRUTH, LIKE THE SUN GLANCING ON THE COLORS BOTH WHITE AND BLACK, SHOWS WHAT LIKE EACH OF THEM IS. SO ALSO, IT EXPOSES ALL SOPHISTICAL PLAUSIBILITY. RIGHTLY, THEN, WAS IT PROCLAIMED ALSO BY THE GREEKS: "TRUTH THE QUEEN IS THE BEGINNING OF GREAT VIRTUE."[4] 
CHAP. XL. THE MYSTICAL MEANINGS IN THE PROPORTIONS OF NUMBERS, GEOMETRICAL RATIOS, AND MUSIC. 
AS THEN IN ASTRONOMY WE HAVE ABRAHAM AS AN INSTANCE, SO ALSO IN ARITHMETIC WE HAVE THE SAME ABRAHAM. "FOR, HEARING THAT LOT WAS TAKEN CAPTIVE, AND HAVING NUMBERED HIS OWN SERVANTS, BORN IN HIS HOUSE, 318 (TIH [5])," HE DEFEATS A VERY GREAT NUMBER OF THE ENEMY. THEY SAY, THEN, THAT THE CHARACTER REPRESENTING 300 IS, AS TO SHAPE, THE TYPE OF THE LORD'S SIGN, [6] AND THAT THE IOTA AND THE ETA INDICATE THE SAVIOR'S NAME; THAT IT WAS INDICATED, ACCORDINGLY, THAT ABRAHAM'S DOMESTICS WERE IN SALVATION, WHO HAVING FLED TO THE SIGN AND THE NAME BECAME LORDS OF THE CAPTIVES, AND OF THE VERY MANY UNBELIEVING NATIONS THAT FOLLOWED THEM. NOW THE NUMBER 300 IS, 3 BY 100. TEN IS ALLOWED TO BE THE PERFECT NUMBER. AND 8 IS THE FIRST CUBE, WHICH IS EQUALITY IN ALL THE DIMENSIONS --LENGTH, BREADTH; DEPTH. "THE DAYS OF MEN SHALL BE," IT IS SAID, "120 (RK) YEARS."[7] AND THE SUM IS MADE UP OF THE NUMBERS FROM R TO 15 ADDED TOGETHER.[8] AND THE MOON AT 15 DAYS IS FULL. ON ANOTHER PRINCIPLE, 120 IS A TRIANGULAR[9] NUMBER, AND CONSISTS OF THE EQUALITY[10] OF THE NUMBER 64, [WHICH CONSISTS OF EIGHT OF THE ODD NUMBERS BEGINNING WITH UNITY],[12] THE ADDITION OF WHICH (1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15) IN SUCCESSION GENERATE SQUARES;[12] AND OF THE INEQUALITY OF THE NUMBER 56, CONSISTING OF SEVEN OF THE EVEN NUMBERS BEGINNING WITH 2 (2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14), WHICH PRODUCE THE NUMBERS THAT ARE NOT SQUARES[13] AGAIN, ACCORDING TO ANOTHER WAY OF INDICATING. THE NUMBER 120 CONSISTS OF FOUR NUMBERS--OF ONE TRIANGLE, 15; OF ANOTHER, A SQUARE, 25; OF A THIRD, A PENTAGON, 35; AND OF A FOURTH, A HEXAGON, 45. THE 5 IS TAKEN ACCORDING TO THE SAME RATIO IN EACH MODE. FOR IN TRIANGULAR NUMBERS, FROM THE UNITY 5 COMES 15; AND IN SQUARES, 25; AND OF THOSE IN SUCCESSION, PROPORTIONALLY. NOW 25, WHICH IS THE NUMBER 5 FROM UNITY, IS SAID TO BE THE SYMBOL OF THE LEVITICAL TRIBE. AND THE NUMBER 35 DEPENDS ALSO ON THE ARITHMETIC, GEOMETRIC, AND HARMONIC SCALE OF DOUBLES--6, 8, 9, 12; THE ADDITION OF WHICH MAKES 35. IN THESE DAYS, THE JEWS SAY THAT SEVEN MONTHS' CHILDREN ARE FORMED. AND THE NUMBER 45 DEPENDS ON THE SCALE OF TRIPLES--6, 9, 12, 18--THE ADDITION OF WHICH MAKES 45; AND SIMILARLY, IN THESE DAYS THEY SAY THAT NINE MONTHS' CHILDREN ARE FORMED. SUCH, THEN, IS THE STYLE OF THE EXAMPLE IN ARITHMETIC. AND LET THE TESTIMONY OF GEOMETRY BE THE TABERNACLE THAT WAS CONSTRUCTED, AND THE ARK THAT WAS FASHIONED, CONSTRUCTED IN MOST REGULAR PROPORTIONS, AND THROUGH DIVINE IDEAS, BY THE GIFT OF UNDERSTANDING, WHICH LEADS US FROM THINGS OF SENSE TO INTELLECTUAL OBJECTS, OR RATHER FROM THESE TO HOLY THINGS, AND TO THE HOLY OF HOLIES. FOR THE SQUARES OF WOOD INDICATE THAT THE SQUARE FORM, PRODUCING FIGHT ANGLES, PERVADES ALL, AND POINTS OUT SECURITY. AND THE LENGTH OF THE STRUCTURE WAS THREE HUNDRED CUBITS, AND THE BREADTH FIFTY, AND THE HEIGHT THIRTY; AND ABOVE, THE ARK ENDS IN A CUBIT, NARROWING TO A CUBIT FROM THE BROAD BASE LIKE A PYRAMID, THE SYMBOL OF THOSE WHO ARE PURIFIED AND TESTED BY FIRE. AND THIS GEOMETRICAL PROPORTION HAS A PLACE, FOR THE TRANSPORT OF THOSE HOLY ABODES, WHOSE DIFFERENCES ARE INDICATED BY THE DIFFERENCES OF THE NUMBERS SET DOWN BELOW. AND THE NUMBERS INTRODUCED ARE SIX-FOLD, AS THREE HUNDRED IS SIX TIMES FIFTY; AND TENFOLD, AS THREE HUNDRED IS TEN TIMES THIRTY; AND CONTAINING ONE AND TWO-THIRDS (EPIDIMOIROI), FOR FIFTY IS ONE AND TWO-THIRDS OF THIRTY. NOW THERE ARE SOME WHO SAY THAT THREE HUNDRED CUBITS ARE THE SYMBOL OF THE LORD'S SIGN; [1] AND FIFTY, OF HOPE AND OF THE REMISSION GIVEN AT PENTECOST; AND THIRTY, OR AS IN SOME, TWELVE, THEY SAY POINTS OUT THE PREACHING [OF THE GOSPEL]; BECAUSE THE LORD PREACHED IN HIS THIRTIETH YEAR; AND THE APOSTLES WERE TWELVE. AND THE STRUCTURE'S TERMINATING IN A CUBIT IS THE SYMBOL OF THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE RIGHTEOUS TO ONENESS AND TO "THE UNITY OF THE FAITH."[2] AND THE TABLE WHICH WAS IN THE TEMPLE WAS SIX CUBITS; [3] AND ITS FOUR FEET WERE ABOUT A CUBIT AND A HALF. THEY ADD, THEN, THE TWELVE CUBITS, AGREEABLY TO THE REVOLUTION OF THE TWELVE MONTHS, IN THE ANNUAL CIRCLE, DURING WHICH THE EARTH PRODUCES AND MATURES ALL THINGS; ADAPTING ITSELF TO THE FOUR SEASONS. AND THE TABLE, IN MY OPINION, EXHIBITS THE IMAGE OF THE EARTH, SUPPORTED AS IT IS ON FOUR FEET, SUMMER, AUTUMN, SPRING, WINTER, BY WHICH THE YEAR TRAVELS. WHEREFORE ALSO IT IS SAID THAT THE TABLE HAS "WAVY CHAINS;"[4] EITHER BECAUSE THE UNIVERSE REVOLVES IN THE CIRCUITS OF THE TIMES, OR PERHAPS IT INDICATED THE EARTH SURROUNDED WITH OCEAN'S TIDE. FURTHER, AS AN EXAMPLE OF MUSIC, LET US ADDUCE DAVID, PLAYING AT ONCE AND PROPHESYING, MELODIOUSLY PRAISING GOD. NOW THE ENARMONIC S SUITS BEST THE DORIAN HARMONY, AND THE DIATONIC THE PHRYGIAN, AS ARISTOXENUS SAYS. THE HARMONY, THEREFORE, OF THE BARBARIAN PSALTERY, WHICH EXHIBITED GRAVITY OF STRAIN, BEING THE MOST ANCIENT, MOST CERTAINLY BECAME A MODEL FOR TERPANDER, FOR THE DORIAN HARMONY, WHO SINGS THE PRAISE OF ZEUS THUS: "O ZEUS, OF ALL THINGS THE BEGINNING, RULE, OF, ALL; O ZEUS, I SEND THEE THIS BEGINNING OF HYMNS." THE LYRE, ACCORDING TO ITS PRIMARY SIGNIFICATION, MAY BY THE PSALMIST BE USED FIGURATIVELY FOR THE LORD; ACCORDING TO ITS SECONDARY, FOR THOSE WHO CONTINUALLY STRIKE THE CHORDS OF THEIR SOULS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE CHOIR-MASTER, THE LORD. AND IF THE PEOPLE SAVED BE CALLED THE LYRE, IT WILL BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE IN CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR GIVING GLORY MUSICALLY, THROUGH THE INSPIRATION OF THE WORD AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, BEING STRUCK BY THE WORD SO AS TO PRODUCE FAITH. YOU MAY TAKE MUSIC IN ANOTHER WAY, AS THE ECCLESIASTICAL SYMPHONY AT ONCE OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND THE APOSTLES ALONG WITH THE GOSPEL, AND THE HARMONY WHICH OBTAINED IN EACH PROPHET, IN THE TRANSITIONS OF THE PERSONS. BUT, AS SEEMS, THE MOST OF THOSE WHO ARE INSCRIBED WITH THE NAME, [6] LIKE THE COMPANIONS OF ULYSSES, HANDLE THE WORD UNSKILLFULLY, PASSING BY NOT THE SIRENS, BUT THE RHYTHM AND THE MELODY, STOPPING THEIR EARS WITH IGNORANCE; SINCE THEY KNOW THAT, AFTER LENDING THEIR EARS TO HELLENIC STUDIES, THEY WILL NEVER SUBSEQUENTLY BE ABLE TO RETRACE THEIR STEPS. BUT HE WHO CULLS WHAT IS USEFUL FOR THE ADVANTAGE OF THE CATECHUMENS, AND ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY ARE GREEKS (AND THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S, AND THE FULNESS THEREOF [7]), MUST NOT ABSTAIN FROM ERUDITION, LIKE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS; BUT HE MUST COLLECT AS MANY AIDS AS POSSIBLE FOR HIS HEARERS. BUT HE MUST BY NO MEANS LINGER OVER THESE STUDIES, EXCEPT SOLELY FOR THE ADVANTAGE ACCRUING FROM THEM; SO THAT, ON GRASPING AND OBTAINING THIS, HE MAY BE ABLE TO TAKE HIS DEPARTURE HOME TO THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY, WHICH IS A STRONG CABLE FOR THE SOUL, PROVIDING SECURITY FROM EVERYTHING. MUSIC IS THEN TO BE HANDLED FOR THE SAKE OF THE EMBELLISHMENT AND COMPOSURE OF MANNERS. FOR INSTANCE, AT A BANQUET WE PLEDGE EACH OTHER WHILE THE MUSIC IS PLAYING; [8] SOOTHING BY SONG THE EAGERNESS OF OUR DESIRES, AND GLORIFYING GOD FOR THE COPIOUS GIFT OF HUMAN ENJOYMENTS, FOR HIS PERPETUAL SUPPLY OF THE FOOD NECESSARY FOR THE GROWTH OF THE BODY AND OF THE SOUL. BUT WE MUST REJECT SUPERFLUOUS MUSIC, WHICH ENERVATES MEN'S SOULS, AND LEADS TO VARIETY, NOW MOURNFUL, AND THEN LICENTIOUS AND VOLUPTUOUS, AND THEN FRENZIED AND FRANTIC. THE SAME HOLDS ALSO OF ASTRONOMY. FOR TREATING OF THE DESCRIPTION OF THE CELESTIAL OBJECTS, ABOUT THE FORM OF THE UNIVERSE, AND THE REVOLUTION OF THE HEAVENS, AND THE MOTION OF THE STARS, LEADING THE SOUL NEARER TO THE CREATIVE POWER, IT TEACHES TO QUICKNESS IN PERCEIVING THE SEASONS OF THE YEAR, THE CHANGES OF THE AIR, AND THE APPEARANCE OF THE STARS; SINCE ALSO NAVIGATION AND HUSBANDRY DERIVE FROM THIS MUCH BENEFIT, AS ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING FROM GEOMETRY. THIS BRANCH OF LEARNING, TOO, MAKES THE SOUL IN THE HIGHEST DEGREE OBSERVANT, CAPABLE OF PERCEIVING THE TRUE AND DETECTING THE FALSE, OF DISCOVERING CORRESPONDENCES AND PROPORTIONS, SO AS TO HUNT OUT FOR SIMILARITY IN THINGS DISSIMILAR; AND CONDUCTS US TO THE DISCOVERY OF LENGTH WITHOUT BREADTH, AND SUPERFICIAL EXTENT WITHOUT THICKNESS, AND AN INDIVISIBLE POINT, AND TRANSPORTS TO INTELLECTUAL OBJECTS FROM THOSE OF SENSE. THE STUDIES OF PHILOSOPHY, THEREFORE, AND PHILOSOPHY ITSELF, ARE AIDS IN TREATING OF THE TRUTH. FOR INSTANCE, THE CLOAK WAS ONCE A FLEECE; THEN IT WAS SHORN, AND BECAME WARP AND WOOF; AND THEN IT WAS WOVEN. ACCORDINGLY, THE SOUL MUST BE PREPARED AND VARIOUSLY EXERCISED, IF IT WOULD BECOME IN THE HIGHEST DEGREE GOOD. FOR THERE IS THE SCIENTIFIC AND THE PRACTICAL ELEMENT IN TRUTH; AND THE LATTER FLOWS FROM THE SPECULATIVE; AND THERE IS NEED OF GREAT PRACTICE, AND EXERCISE, AND EXPERIENCE. BUT IN SPECULATION, ONE ELEMENT RELATES TO ONE'S NEIGHBORS AND ANOTHER TO ONE'S SELF. WHEREFORE ALSO TRAINING OUGHT TO BE SO MOLDED AS TO BE ADAPTED TO BOTH. HE, THEN, WHO HAS ACQUIRED A COMPETENT ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE SUBJECTS WHICH EMBRACE THE PRINCIPLES WHICH CONDUCE TO SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS), MAY STOP AND REMAIN FOR THE FUTURE IN QUIET, DIRECTING HIS ACTIONS IN L CONFORMITY WITH HIS THEORY. BUT FOR THE BENEFIT OF ONE'S NEIGHBORS, IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO HAVE PROCLIVITIES FOR WRITING, AND THOSE WHO SET THEMSELVES TO DELIVER THE WORD, BOTH IS OTHER CULTURE BENEFICIAL, AND THE READING OF THE SCRIPTURES OF THE LORD IS NECESSARY, IN ORDER TO THE DEMONSTRATION OF WHAT IS SAID, AND ESPECIALLY IF THOSE WHO HEAR ARE ACCESSIONS FROM HELLENIC CULTURE. SUCH DAVID DESCRIBES THE CHURCH: "THE QUEEN STOOD ON THY RIGHT HAND, ENVELOPED IN A GOLDEN ROBE, VARIEGATED; "[1] AND WITH HELLENIC AND SUPERABUNDANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS, "CLOTHED VARIEGATED WITH GOLD-FRINGED GARMENTS."[2] AND THE TRUTH SAYS BY THE LORD, "FOR WHO HAD KNOWN THY COUNSEL, HADST THOU NOT GIVEN WISDOM, AND SENT THY HOLY SPIRIT FROM THE HIGHEST; AND SO THE WAYS OF THOSE ON EARTH WERE CORRECTED, AND MEN LEARNED THY DECREES, AND WERE SAVED BY WISDOM?" FOR THE GNOSTIC KNOWS THINGS ANCIENT BY THE SCRIPTURE, AND CONJECTURES THINGS FUTURE: HE UNDERSTANDS THE INVOLUTIONS OF WORDS AND THE SOLUTIONS OF ENIGMAS. HE KNOWS BEFOREHAND SIGNS AND WONDERS, AND THE ISSUES OF SEASONS AND PERIODS, AS WE HAVE SAID ALREADY. SEEST THOU THE FOUNTAIN OF INSTRUCTIONS THAT TAKES ITS RISE FROM WISDOM? BUT TO THOSE WHO OBJECT, WHAT USE IS THERE IN KNOWING THE CAUSES OF THE MANNER OF THE SUN'S MOTION, FOR EXAMPLE, AND THE REST OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES, OR IN HAVING STUDIED THE THEOREMS OF GEOMETRY OR LOGIC, AND EACH OF THE OTHER BRANCHES OF STUDY?--FOR THESE ARE OF NO SERVICE IN THE DISCHARGE OF DUTIES, AND THE HELLENIC PHILOSOPHY IS HUMAN WISDOM, FOR IT IS INCAPABLE OF TEACHINGS THE TRUTH--THE FOLLOWING REMARKS ARE TO BE MADE. FIRST, THAT THEY STUMBLE IN REFERENCE TO THE HIGHEST OF THINGS--NAMELY, THE MIND'S FREE CHOICE. "FOR THEY," IT IS SAID, "WHO KEEP HOLY HOLY THINGS, SHALL BE MADE HOLY; AND THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN TAUGHT WILL FIND AN ANSWER."[4] FOR THE GNOSTIC ALONE WILL DO HOLILY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON ALL THAT HAS TO BE DONE, AS HE HATH LEARNED THROUGH THE LORD'S TEACHING, RECEIVED THROUGH MEN. AGAIN, ON THE OTHER HAND, WE MAY HEAR: "FOR IN HIS HAND, THAT IS, IN HIS POWER AND WISDOM, ARE BOTH WE AND OUR WORDS, AND ALL WISDOM AND SKILL IN WORKS; FOR GOD LOVES NOTHING BUT THE MAN THAT DWELLS WITH WISDOM."[5] AND AGAIN, THEY HAVE NOT READ WHAT IS SAID BY SOLOMON; FOR, TREATING OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE, HE SAYS EXPRESSLY, "AND IT WAS WISDOM AS ARTIFICER THAT FRAMED IT; AND THY PROVIDENCE, O FATHER, GOVERNS THROUGHOUT."[6] AND HOW IRRATIONAL, TO REGARD PHILOSOPHY AS INFERIOR TO ARCHITECTURE AND SHIPBUILDING! AND THE LORD FED THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE THAT RECLINED ON THE GRASS OPPOSITE TO TIBERIAS WITH THE TWO FISHES AND THE FIVE BARLEY LOAVES, INDICATING THE PREPARATORY TRAINING OF THE GREEKS AND JEWS PREVIOUS TO THE DIVINE GRAIN, WHICH IS THE FOOD CULTIVATED BY THE LAW. FOR BARLEY IS SOONER RIPE FOR THE HARVEST THAN WHEAT; AND THE FISHES SIGNIFIED THE HELLENIC PHILOSOPHY THAT WAS PRODUCED AND MOVED IN THE MIDST OF THE GENTILE BILLOW, GIVEN, AS THEY WERE, FOR COPIOUS FOOD TO THOSE LYING ON THE GROUND, INCREASING NO MORE, LIKE THE FRAGMENTS OF THE LOAVES, BUT HAVING PARTAKEN OF THE LORD'S BLESSING, AND BREATHED INTO THEM THE RESURRECTION OF GODHEAD[1] THROUGH THE POWER OF THE WORD. BUT IF YOU ARE CURIOUS, UNDERSTAND ONE OF THE FISHES TO MEAN THE CURRICULUM OF STUDY, AND THE OTHER THE PHILOSOPHY WHICH SUPERVENES. THE GATHERINGS' POINT OUT THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD. "AND THE CHOIR OF MUTE FISHES RUSHED TO IT," SAYS THE TRAGIC MUSE SOMEWHERE. "I MUST DECREASE," SAID THE PROPHET JOHN, [3] AND THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD ALONE, IN WHICH THE LAW TERMINATES, "INCREASE." UNDERSTAND NOW FOR ME THE MYSTERY OF THE TRUTH, GRANTING PARDON IF I SHRINK FROM ADVANCING FURTHER IN THE TREATMENT OF IT, BY ANNOUNCING THIS ALONE: "ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT EVEN ONE THING."[4] CERTAINLY HE IS CALLED "THE CHIEF CORNER STONE; IN WHOM THE WHOLE BUILDING, FITLY JOINED TOGETHER, GROWETH INTO AN HOLY TEMPLE OF GOD,"[5] ACCORDING TO THE DIVINE APOSTLE. I PASS OVER IN SILENCE AT PRESENT THE PARABLE WHICH SAYS IN THE GOSPEL: "THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE A MAN WHO CAST A NET INTO THE SEA AND OUT OF THE MULTITUDE OF THE FISHES CAUGHT, MAKES A SELECTION OF THE BETTER ONES."[6] AND NOW THE WISDOM WHICH WE POSSESS ANNOUNCES THE FOUR VIRTUES [7] IN SUCH A WAY AS TO SHOW THAT THE SOURCES OF THEM WERE COMMUNICATED BY THE HEBREWS TO THE GREEKS. THIS MAY BE LEARNED FROM THE FOLLOWING: "AND IF ONE LOVES JUSTICE, ITS TOILS ARE VIRTUES. FOR TEMPERANCE AND PRUDENCE TEACH JUSTICE AND FORTITUDE; AND THAN THESE THERE IS NOTHING MORE USEFUL IN LIFE TO MEN." ABOVE ALL, THIS OUGHT TO BE KNOWN, THAT BY NATURE WE ARE ADAPTED FOR VIRTUE; NOT SO AS TO BE POSSESSED OF IT FROM OUR BIRTH, BUT SO AS TO BE ADAPTED FOR ACQUIRING IT. 
CHAP. XII. HUMAN NATURE POSSESSES AN ADAPTATION FOR PERFECTION; THE GNOSTIC ALONE ATTAINS IT. 
BY WHICH CONSIDERATIONS IS SOLVED THE QUESTION PROPOUNDED TO US BY THE HERETICS, WHETHER ADAM WAS CREATED PERFECT OR IMPERFECT? WELL, IF IMPERFECT, HOW COULD THE WORK OF A PERFECT GOD--ABOVE ALL, THAT WORK BEING MAN--BE IMPERFECT? AND IF PERFECT, HOW DID HE TRANSGRESS THE COMMANDMENTS? FOR THEY SHALL HEAR FROM US THAT HE WAS NOT PERFECT IN HIS CREATION, BUT ADAPTED TO THE RECEPTION OF VIRTUE. FOR IT IS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE IN REGARD TO VIRTUE TO BE MADE FIT FOR ITS ATTAINMENT. AND IT IS INTENDED THAT WE SHOULD BE SAVED BY OURSELVES. THIS, THEN, IS THE NATURE OF THE SOUL, TO MOVE OF ITSELF. THEN, AS WE ARE RATIONAL, AND PHILOSOPHY BEING RATIONAL, WE HAVE SOME AFFINITY WITH IT. NOW AN APTITUDE IS A MOVEMENT TOWARDS VIRTUE, NOT VIRTUE ITSELF. ALL, THEN, AS I SAID, ARE NATURALLY CONSTITUTED FOR THE ACQUISITION OF VIRTUE. BUT ONE MAN APPLIES LESS, ONE MORE, TO LEARNING AND TRAINING. WHEREFORE ALSO SOME HAVE BEEN COMPETENT TO ATTAIN TO PERFECT VIRTUE, AND OTHERS HAVE ATTAINED TO A KIND OF IT. AND SOME, ON THE OTHER HAND, THROUGH NEGLIGENCE, ALTHOUGH IN OTHER RESPECTS OF GOOD DISPOSITIONS, HAVE TURNED TO THE OPPOSITE. NOW MUCH MORE IS THAT KNOWLEDGE WHICH EXCELS ALL BRANCHES OF CULTURE IN GREATNESS AND IN TRUTH, MOST DIFFICULT TO ACQUIRE, AND IS ATTAINED WITH MUCH TOIL. "BUT, AS SEEMS, THEY KNOW NOT THE MYSTERIES OF GOD. FOR GOD CREATED MAN FOR IMMORTALITY, AND MADE HIM AN IMAGE OF HIS OWN NATURE;"[9] ACCORDING TO WHICH NATURE OF HIM WHO KNOWS ALL, HE WHO IS A GNOSTIC, AND RIGHTEOUS, AND HOLY WITH PRUDENCE, HASTES TO REACH THE MEASURE OF PERFECT MANHOOD. FOR NOT ONLY ARE ACTIONS AND THOUGHTS, BUT WORDS ALSO, PURE IN THE CASE OF THE GNOSTIC: "THOU HAST PROVED MINE HEART; THOU HAST VISITED ME BY NIGHT," IT IS SAID; "THOU HAST SUBJECTED ME TO THE FIRE, AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WAS NOT FOUND IN ME: SO THAT MY MOUTH SHALL NOT SPEAK THE WORKS OF MEN."[10] AND WHY DO I SAY THE WORKS OF MEN? HE RECOGNIZES SIN ITSELF, WHICH IS NOT BROUGHT FORWARD IN ORDER TO REPENTANCE (FOR THIS IS COMMON TO ALL BELIEVERS); BUT WHAT SIN IS. NOR DOES HE CONDEMN THIS OR THAT SIN, BUT SIMPLY ALL SIN; NOR IS IT WHAT ONE HAS DONE ILL THAT HE BRINGS UP, BUT WHAT OUGHT NOT TO BE DONE. WHENCE ALSO REPENTANCE IS TWOFOLD: THAT WHICH IS COMMON, ON ACCOUNT OF HAVING TRANSGRESSED; AND THAT WHICH, FROM LEARNING THE NATURE OF SIN, PERSUADES, IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, TO KEEP FROM SINNING, THE RESULT OF WHICH IS NOT SINNING. LET THEM NOT THEN SAY, THAT HE WHO DOES WRONG AND SINS TRANSGRESSES THROUGH THE AGENCY OF DEMONS; FOR THEN HE WOULD BE GUILTLESS. BUT BY CHOOSING THE SAME THINGS AS DEMONS, BY SINNING; BEING UNSTABLE, AND LIGHT, AND FICKLE IN HIS DESIRES, LIKE A DEMON, HE BECOMES A DEMONIAC MAN. NOW HE WHO IS BAD, HAVING BECOME, THROUGH EVIL, SINFUL BY NATURE, BECOMES DEPRAVED, HAVING WHAT HE HAS CHOSEN; AND BEING SINFUL, SINS ALSO IN HIS ACTIONS. AND AGAIN, THE GOOD MAN DOES RIGHT. WHEREFORE WE CALL NOT ONLY THE VIRTUES, BUT ALSO RIGHT ACTIONS, GOOD. AND OF THINGS THAT ARE GOOD WE KNOW THAT SOME ARE DESIRABLE FOR THEMSELVES, AS KNOWLEDGE; FOR WE HUNT FOR NOTHING FROM IT WHEN WE HAVE IT, BUT ONLY [SEEK] THAT IT BE WITH US, AND THAT WE BE IN UNINTERRUPTED CONTEMPLATION, AND STRIVE TO REACH IT FOR ITS OWN SAKE. BUT OTHER THINGS ARE DESIRABLE FOR OTHER CONSIDERATIONS, SUCH AS FAITH, FOR ESCAPE FROM PUNISHMENT, AND THE ADVANTAGE ARISING FROM REWARD, WHICH ACCRUE FROM IT. FOR, IN THE CASE OF MANY, FEAR IS THE CAUSE OF THEIR NOT SINNING; AND THE PROMISE IS THE MEANS OF PURSUING OBEDIENCE, BY WHICH COMES SALVATION. KNOWLEDGE, THEN, DESIRABLE AS IT IS FOR ITS OWN SAKE, IS THE MOST PERFECT GOOD; AND CONSEQUENTLY, THE THINGS WHICH FOLLOW BY MEANS OF IT ARE GOOD. AND PUNISHMENT IS THE CAUSE OF CORRECTION TO HIM WHO IS PUNISHED; AND TO THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO SEE BEFORE THEM HE BECOMES AN EXAMPLE, TO PREVENT THEM FAILING INTO THE LIKE. LET US THEN RECEIVE KNOWLEDGE, NOT DESIRING ITS RESULTS, BUT EMBRACING ITSELF FOR THE SAKE OF KNOWING. FOR THE FIRST ADVANTAGE IS THE HABIT OF KNOWLEDGE (GNPSTIKH), WHICH FURNISHES HARMLESS PLEASURES AND EXULTATION BOTH FOR THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE. AND EXULTATION IS SAID TO BE GLADNESS, BEING A REFLECTION OF THE VIRTUE, WHICH IS ACCORDING TO TRUTH, THROUGH A KIND OF EXHILARATION AND RELAXATION OF SOUL. AND THE ACTS WHICH PARTAKE OF KNOWLEDGE ARE GOOD AND FAIR ACTIONS. FOR ABUNDANCE IN THE ACTIONS THAT ARE ACCORDING TO VIRTUE, IS THE TRUE RICHES, AND DESTITUTION IN DECOROUS [1] DESIRES IS POVERTY. FOR THE USE AND ENJOYMENT OF NECESSARIES ARE NOT INJURIOUS IN QUALITY, BUT IN QUANTITY, WHEN IN EXCESS. WHEREFORE THE GNOSTIC CIRCUMSCRIBES HIS DESIRES IN REFERENCE BOTH TO POSSESSION AND TO ENJOYMENT, NOT EXCEEDING THE LIMIT OF NECESSITY. THEREFORE, REGARDING LIFE IN THIS WORLD AS NECESSARY FOR THE INCREASE OF SCIENCE (EPISTHMH) AND THE ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE (GNPSID), HE WILL VALUE HIGHEST, NOT LIVING, BUT LIVING WELL. HE WILL THEREFORE PREFER NEITHER CHILDREN, NOR MARRIAGE, NOR PARENTS, TO LOVE FOR GOD, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS IN LIFE. TO SUCH A ONE, HIS WIFE, AFTER CONCEPTION, IS AS A SISTER, AND IS JUDGED AS IF OF THE SAME FATHER; THEN ONLY RECOLLECTING HER HUSBAND, WHEN SHE LOOKS ON THE CHILDREN; AS BEING DESTINED TO BECOME A SISTER IN REALITY AFTER PUTTING OFF THE FLESH, WHICH SEPARATES AND LIMITS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THOSE WHO ARE SPIRITUAL BY THE PECULIAR CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SEXES. FOR SOULS, THEMSELVES BY THEMSELVES, ARE EQUAL. SOULS ARE NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE, WHEN THEY NO LONGER MARRY NOR ARE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE. AND IS NOT WOMAN TRANSLATED INTO MAN, WHEN SHE IS BECOME EQUALLY UNFEMININE, AND MANLY, AND PERFECT? SUCH, THEN, WAS THE LAUGHTER OF SARAH [2] WHEN SHE RECEIVED THE GOOD NEWS OF THE BIRTH OF A SON; NOT, IN MY OPINION, THAT SHE DISBELIEVED THE ANGEL, BUT THAT SHE FELT ASHAMED OF THE INTERCOURSE BY MEANS OF WHICH SHE WAS DESTINED TO BECOME THE MOTHER OF A SON. AND DID NOT ABRAHAM, WHEN HE WAS IN DANGER ON ACCOUNT OF SARAH'S BEAUTY, WITH THE KING OF EGYPT, PROPERLY CALL HER SISTER, BEING OF THE SAME FATHER, BUT NOT OF THE SAME MOTHER? [3] TO THOSE, THEN, WHO HAVE REPENTED AND NOT FIRMLY BELIEVED, GOD GRANTS THEIR REQUESTS THROUGH THEIR SUPPLICATIONS. BUT TO THOSE WHO LIVE SINLESSLY AND GNOSTICALLY, HE GIVES, WHEN THEY HAVE BUT MERELY ENTERTAINED THE THOUGHT. FOR EXAMPLE, TO ANNA, ON HER MERELY CONCEIVING THE THOUGHT, CONCEPTION WAS VOUCHSAFED OF THE CHILD SAMUEL. [4] "ASK," SAYS THE SCRIPTURE, "AND I WILL DO. THINK, AND I WILL GIVE." FOR WE HAVE HEARD THAT GOD KNOWS THE HEART, NOT JUDGING [5] THE SOUL FROM [EXTERNAL] MOVEMENT, AS WE MEN; NOR YET FROM THE EVENT, FOR IT IS RIDICULOUS TO THINK SO. NOR WAS IT AS THE ARCHITECT PRAISES THE WORK WHEN ACCOMPLISHED THAT GOD, ON MAKING THE LIGHT AND THEN SEEING IT, CALLED IT GOOD. BUT HE, KNOWING BEFORE HE MADE IT WHAT IT WOULD BE, PRAISED THAT [WHICH WAS MADE, HE HAVING POTENTIALLY MADE GOOD, FROM THE FIRST BY HIS PURPOSE THAT HAD NO BEGINNING, WHAT WAS DESTINED TO BE GOOD ACTUALLY. NOW THAT WHICH HAS FUTURE, HE ALREADY SAID BEFOREHAND WAS GOOD, THE PHRASE CONCEALING THE TRUTH BY HYPERBATON. THEREFORE, THE GNOSTIC PRAYS IN THOUGHT DURING EVERY HOUR, BEING BY LOVE ALLIED TO GOD. AND FIRST HE WILL ASK FORGIVENESS OF SINS; AND AFTER, THAT HE MAY SIN NO MORE; AND FURTHER, THE POWER OF WELL-DOING AND OF COMPREHENDING THE WHOLE CREATION AND ADMINISTRATION BY THE LORD, THAT, BECOMING PURE IN HEART THROUGH THE KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS BY THE SON OF GOD, HE MAY BE INITIATED INTO THE BEATIFIC VISION FACE TO FACE, HAVING HEARD THE SCRIPTURE WHICH SAYS, "FASTING WITH PRAYER IS A GOOD THING."[6] NOW FASTING’S SIGNIFY ABSTINENCE FROM ALL EVILS WHATSOEVER, BOTH IN ACTION AND IN WORD, AND IN THOUGHT ITSELF. AS APPEARS, THEN, RIGHTEOUSNESS IS QUADRANGULAR; [7] ON ALL SIDES EQUAL AND LIKE IN WORD, IN DEED, IN ABSTINENCE FROM EVILS, IN BENEFICENCE, IN GNOSTIC PERFECTION; NOWHERE, AND IN NO RESPECT HALTING, SO THAT HE DOES NOT APPEAR UNJUST AND UNEQUAL. AS ONE, THEN, IS RIGHTEOUS, SO CERTAINLY IS HE A BELIEVER. BUT AS HE IS A BELIEVER, HE IS NOT YET ALSO RIGHTEOUS--I MEAN ACCORDING TO THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF PROGRESS AND PERFECTION, ACCORDING TO WHICH THE GNOSTIC IS CALLED RIGHTEOUS. FOR INSTANCE, ON ABRAHAM BECOMING A BELIEVER, IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, HE HAVING ADVANCED TO THE GREATER AND MORE PERFECT DEGREE OF FAITH. FOR HE WHO MERELY ABSTAINS FROM EVIL CONDUCT IS NOT JUST, UNLESS HE ALSO ATTAINS BESIDES BENEFICENCE AND KNOWLEDGE; AND FOR THIS REASON, SOME THINGS ARE TO BE ABSTAINED FROM, OTHERS ARE TO BE DONE. "BY THE ARMOR OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON THE LEFT,"[1] THE APOSTLE SAYS, THE RIGHTEOUS MAN IS SENT ON TO THE INHERITANCE ABOVE, BY SOME [ARMS] DEFENDED, BY OTHERS PUTTING FORTH HIS MIGHT. FOR THE DEFENSE OF HIS PANOPLY ALONE, AND ABSTINENCE FROM SINS, ARE NOT SUFFICIENT FOR PERFECTION, UNLESS HE ASSUMES IN ADDITION THE WORK OF RIGHTEOUSNESS--ACTIVITY IN DOING GOOD. THEN OUR DEXTEROUS MAN AND GNOSTIC IS REVEALED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS ALREADY EVEN HERE, AS MOSES, GLORIFIED IN THE FACE OF THE SOUL, [2] AS WE HAVE FORMERLY SAID, THE BODY BEARS THE STAMP OF THE RIGHTEOUS SOUL. FOR AS THE MORDANT OF THE DYEING PROCESS, REMAINING IN THE WOOL, PRODUCES IN IT A CERTAIN QUALITY AND DIVERSITY FROM OTHER WOOL; SO ALSO, IN THE SOUL THE PAIN IS GONE, BUT THE GOOD REMAINS; AND THE SWEET IS LEFT, BUT THE BASE IS WIPED AWAY. FOR THESE ARE TWO QUALITIES CHARACTERISTIC OF EACH SOUL, BY WHICH IS KNOWN THAT WHICH IS GLORIFIED, AND THAT WHICH IS CONDEMNED. AND AS IN THE CASE OF MOSES, FROM HIS RIGHTEOUS CONDUCT, AND FROM HIS UNINTERRUPTED INTERCOURSE WITH GOD, WHO SPOKE TO HIM, A KIND OF GLORIFIED HUE SETTLED ON HIS FACE; SO ALSO A DIVINE POWER OF GOODNESS CLINGING TO THE RIGHTEOUS SOUL IN CONTEMPLATION AND IN PROPHECY, AND IN THE EXERCISE OF THE FUNCTION OF GOVERNING, IMPRESSES ON IT SOMETHING, AS IT WERE, OF INTELLECTUAL RADIANCE, LIKE THE SOLAR RAY, AS A VISIBLE SIGN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, UNITING THE SOUL WITH LIGHT, THROUGH UNBROKEN LOVE, WHICH IS GOD-BEARING AND GOD-BORNE. THENCE ASSIMILATION TO GOD THE SAVIOR ARISES TO THE GNOSTIC, AS FAR AS PERMITTED TO HUMAN NATURE, HE BEING MADE PERFECT "AS THE FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN."[3] IT IS HE HIMSELF WHO SAYS, "LITTLE CHILDREN, A LITTLE WHILE I AM STILL WITH YOU."[4] SINCE ALSO GOD HIMSELF REMAINS BLESSED AND IMMORTAL, NEITHER MOLESTED NOR MOLESTING ANOTHER; [5] NOT IN CONSEQUENCE OF BEING BY NATURE GOOD, BUT IN PROVING HIMSELF ACTUALLY, BOTH FATHER AND GOOD, CONTINUES IMMUTABLY IN THE SELF-SAME GOODNESS. FOR WHAT IS THE USE OF GOOD THAT DOES NOT ACT AND DO GOOD? 
CHAP. XIII. DEGREES OF GLORY IN HEAVEN CORRESPONDING WITH THE DIGNITIES OF THE CHURCH BELOW. 
HE, THEN, WHO HAS FIRST MODERATED HIS PASSIONS AND TRAINED HIMSELF FOR IMPASSIBILITY, AND DEVELOPED TO THE BENEFICENCE OF GNOSTIC PERFECTION, IS HERE EQUAL TO THE ANGELS. LUMINOUS ALREADY, AND LIKE THE SUN SHINING IN THE EXERCISE OF BENEFICENCE, HE SPEEDS BY RIGHTEOUS KNOWLEDGE THROUGH THE LOVE OF GOD TO THE SACRED ABODE, LIKE AS THE APOSTLES. NOT THAT THEY BECAME APOSTLES THROUGH BEING CHOSEN FOR SOME DISTINGUISHED PECULIARITY OF NATURE, SINCE ALSO JUDAS WAS CHOSEN ALONG WITH THEM. BUT THEY WERE CAPABLE OF BECOMING APOSTLES ON BEING CHOSEN BY HIM WHO FORESEES EVEN ULTIMATE ISSUES. MATTHIAS, ACCORDINGLY, WHO WAS NOT CHOSEN ALONG WITH THEM, ON SHOWING HIMSELF WORTHY OF BECOMING AN APOSTLE, IS SUBSTITUTED FOR JUDAS. THOSE, THEN, ALSO NOW, WHO HAVE EXERCISED THEMSELVES IN THE LORD'S COMMANDMENTS, AND LIVED PERFECTLY AND GNOSTICALLY ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL, MAY BE ENROLLED IN THE CHOSEN BODY OF THE APOSTLES. SUCH AN ONE IS IN REALITY A PRESBYTER OF THE CHURCH, AND A TRUE MINISTER (DEACON) OF THE WILL OF GOD, IF HE DO AND TEACH WHAT IS THE LORD'S, NOT AS BEING ORDAINED[7] BY MEN, NOR REGARDED RIGHTEOUS BECAUSE A PRESBYTER, BUT ENROLLED IN THE PRESBYTERATE S BECAUSE RIGHTEOUS. AND ALTHOUGH HERE UPON EARTH HE BE NOT HONORED WITH THE CHIEF SEAT,[9] HE WILL SIT DOWN ON THE FOUR-AND-TWENTY THRONES,[10] JUDGING THE PEOPLE, AS JOHN SAYS IN THE APOCALYPSE. FOR, IN TRUTH, THE COVENANT OF SALVATION, REACHING DOWN TO US FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, THROUGH DIFFERENT GENERATIONS AND TIMES, IS ONE, THOUGH CONCEIVED AS DIFFERENT IN RESPECT OF GIFT. FOR IT FOLLOWS THAT THERE IS ONE UNCHANGEABLE GIFT OF SALVATION GIVEN BY ONE GOD, THROUGH ONE LORD, BENEFITING IN MANY WAYS. FOR WHICH CAUSE THE MIDDLE WALL[11] WHICH SEPARATED THE GREEK FROM THE JEW IS TAKEN AWAY, IN ORDER THAT THERE MIGHT BE A PECULIAR PEOPLE. AND SO, BOTH MEET IN THE ONE UNITY OF FAITH; AND THE SELECTION OUT OF BOTH IS ONE. AND THE CHOSEN OF THE CHOSEN ARE THOSE WHO BY REASON OF PERFECT KNOWLEDGE ARE CALLED [AS THE BEST] FROM THE CHURCH ITSELF, AND HONORED WITH THE MOST AUGUST GLORY--THE JUDGES AND RULERS--FOUR-AND-TWENTY (THE GRACE BEING DOUBLED) EQUALLY FROM JEWS AND GREEKS. SINCE, ACCORDING TO MY OPINION, THE GRADES[1] HERE IN THE CHURCH, OF BISHOPS, PRESBYTERS, DEACONS, ARE IMITATIONS OF THE ANGELIC GLORY, AND OF THAT ECONOMY WHICH, THE SCRIPTURES SAY, AWAITS THOSE WHO, FOLLOWING THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE APOSTLES, HAVE LIVED IN PERFECTION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL. FOR THESE TAKEN UP IN THE CLOUDS, THE APOSTLE[2] WRITES, WILL FIRST MINISTER [AS DEACONS], THEN BE CLASSED IN THE PRESBYTERATE, BY PROMOTION IN GLORY (FOR GLORY DIFFERS[3] FROM GLORY) TILL THEY GROW INTO "A PERFECT MAN."[4] 
CHAP. XIV. DEGREES OF GLORY IN HEAVEN. 
SUCH, ACCORDING TO DAVID, "REST IN THE HOLY HILL OF GOD,"[5] IN THE CHURCH FAR ON HIGH, IN WHICH ARE GATHERED THE PHILOSOPHERS OF GOD, "WHO ARE ISRAELITES INDEED, WHO ARE PURE IN HEART, IN WHOM THERE IS NO GUILE; "[6] WHO DO NOT REMAIN IN THE SEVENTH SEAT, THE PLACE OF REST, BUT ARE PROMOTED, THROUGH THE ACTIVE BENEFICENCE OF THE DIVINE LIKENESS, TO THE HERITAGE OF BENEFICENCE WHICH IS THE EIGHTH GRADE; DEVOTING THEMSELVES TO THE PURE VISION[7] OF INSATIABLE CONTEMPLATION. "AND OTHER SHEEP THERE ARE ALSO," SAITH THE LORD, "WHICH ARE NOT OF THIS FOLD "[8] DEEMED WORTHY OF ANOTHER FOLD AND MANSION, IN PROPORTION TO THEIR FAITH. "BUT MY SHEEP HEAR MY VOICE,"[9] UNDERSTANDING GNOSTICALLY THE COMMANDMENTS. AND THIS IS TO BE TAKEN IN A MAGNANIMOUS AND WORTHY ACCEPTATION, ALONG WITH ALSO THE RECOMPENSE AND ACCOMPANIMENT OF WORKS. SO THAT WHEN WE HEAR, "THY FAITH HATH SAVED THEE,[10] WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND HIM TO SAY ABSOLUTELY THAT THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN ANY WAY WHATEVER SHALL BE SAVED, UNLESS ALSO WORKS FOLLOW. BUT IT WAS TO THE JEWS ALONE THAT HE SPOKE THIS UTTERANCE, WHO KEPT THE LAW AND LIVED BLAMELESSLY, WHO WANTED ONLY FAITH IN THE LORD. NO ONE, THEN, CAN BE A BELIEVER AND AT THE SAME TIME BE LICENTIOUS; BUT THOUGH HE QUIT THE FLESH, HE MUST PUT OFF THE PASSIONS, SO AS TO BE CAPABLE OF REACHING HIS OWN MANSION. NOW TO KNOW IS MORE THAN TO BELIEVE, AS TO BE DIGNIFIED WITH THE HIGHEST HONOR AFTER BEING SAVED IS A GREATER THING THAN BEING SAVED. ACCORDINGLY, THE BELIEVER, THROUGH GREAT DISCIPLINE, DIVESTING HIMSELF OF THE PASSIONS, PASSES TO THE MANSION WHICH IS BETTER THAN THE FORMER ONE, VIZ., TO THE GREATEST TORMENT, TAKING WITH HIM THE CHARACTERISTIC OF REPENTANCE FROM THE SINS HE HAS COMMITTED AFTER BAPTISM. HE IS TORTURED THEN STILL MORE--NOT YET OR NOT QUITE ATTAINING WHAT HE SEES OTHERS TO HAVE ACQUIRED. BESIDES, HE IS ALSO ASHAMED OF HIS TRANSGRESSIONS. THE GREATEST TORMENTS, INDEED, ARE ASSIGNED TO THE BELIEVER. FOR GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS IS GOOD, AND HIS GOODNESS IS RIGHTEOUS. AND THOUGH THE PUNISHMENTS CEASE IN THE COURSE OF THE COMPLETION OF THE EXPIATION AND PURIFICATION OF EACH ONE, YET THOSE HAVE VERY GREAT AND PERMANENT GRIEF WHO[11] ARE FOUND WORTHY OF THE OTHER FOLD, ON ACCOUNT OF NOT BEING ALONG WITH THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN GLORIFIED THROUGH RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR INSTANCE, SOLOMON, CALLING THE GNOSTIC, WISE, SPEAKS THUS OF THOSE WHO ADMIRE THE DIGNITY OF HIS MANSION: "FOR THEY SHALL SEE THE END OF THE WISE, AND TO WHAT A DEGREE THE LORD HAS ESTABLISHED HIM."[12] AND OF HIS GLORY THEY WILL SAY, "THIS WAS HE WHOM WE ONCE HELD UP TO DERISION, AND MADE A BYWORD OF REPROACH; FOOLS THAT WE WERE! WE THOUGHT HIS LIFE MADNESS, AND HIS END DISHONORABLE. HOW IS HE RECKONED AMONG THE SONS OF GOD, AND HIS INHERITANCE AMONG THE SAINTS?"[13] NOT ONLY THEN THE BELIEVER, BUT EVEN THE HEATHEN, IS JUDGED MOST RIGHTEOUSLY. FOR SINCE GOD KNEW IN VIRTUE OF HIS PRESCIENCE THAT HE WOULD NOT BELIEVE, HE NEVERTHELESS, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT RECEIVE HIS OWN PERFECTION GAVE HIM PHILOSOPHY, BUT GAVE IT HIM PREVIOUS TO FAITH. AND HE GAVE THE SUN, AND THE MOON, AND THE STARS TO BE WORSHIPPED; "WHICH GOD," THE LAW SAYS,[14] MADE FOR THE NATIONS, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BECOME ALTOGETHER ATHEISTICAL, AND SO UTTERLY PERISH. BUT THEY, ALSO IN THE INSTANCE OF THIS COMMANDMENT, HAVING BECOME DEVOID OF SENSE, AND ADDICTING THEMSELVES TO GRAVEN IMAGES, ARE JUDGED UNLESS THEY REPENT; SOME OF THEM BECAUSE, THOUGH ABLE, THEY WOULD NOT BELIEVE GOD; AND OTHERS BECAUSE, THOUGH WILLING, THEY DID NOT TAKE THE NECESSARY PAINS TO BECOME BELIEVERS. THERE WERE ALSO, HOWEVER, THOSE WHO, FROM THE WORSHIP OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES, DID NOT RETURN TO THE MAKER OF THEM. FOR THIS WAS THE SWAY GIVEN TO THE NATIONS TO RISE UP TO GOD, BY MEANS OF THE WORSHIP OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES. BUT THOSE WHO WOULD NOT ABIDE BY THOSE HEAVENLY BODIES ASSIGNED TO THEM, BUT FELL AWAY FROM THEM TO STOCKS AND STONES, "WERE COUNTED," IT IS SAID, "AS CHAFF- DUST AND AS A DROP FROM A JAR,"[15] BEYOND SALVATION, CAST AWAY FROM THE BODY. AS, THEN, TO BE SIMPLY SAVED IS THE RESULT OF MEDIUM[1] ACTIONS, BUT TO BE SAVED TIGHTLY AND BECOMINGLY[2] IS RIGHT ACTION, SO ALSO ALL ACTION OF THE GNOSTIC MAY BE CALLED TIGHT ACTION; THAT OF THE SIMPLE BELIEVER, INTERMEDIATE ACTION, NOT YET PERFECTED ACCORDING TO REASON, NOT YET MADE RIGHT ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE; BUT THAT OF EVERY HEATHEN AGAIN IS SINFUL. FOR IT IS NOT SIMPLY DOING WELL, BUT DOING ACTIONS WITH A CERTAIN AIM, AND ACTING ACCORDING TO REASON, THAT THE SCRIPTURES EXHIBIT AS REQUISITE.[3] AS, THEN, LYRES OUGHT NOT TO BE TOUCHED BY THOSE WHO ARE DESTITUTE OF SKILL IN PLAYING THE LYRE, NOR FLUTES BY THOSE WHO ARE UNSKILLED IN FLUTE-PLAYING, NEITHER ARE THOSE TO PUT THEIR HAND TO AFFAIRS WHO HAVE NOT KNOWLEDGE, AND KNOW NOT HOW TO USE THEM IN THE WHOLE[4] OF LIFE. THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM, THEN, IS WAGED NOT ALONE BY THE ATHLETES OF BATTLES IN WARS, BUT ALSO IN BANQUETS, AND IN BED, AND IN THE TRIBUNALS, BY THOSE WHO ARE ANOINTED BY THE WORD, WHO ARE ASHAMED TO BECOME THE CAPTIVES OF PLEASURES. "I WOULD NEVER PART WITH VIRTUE FOR UNRIGHTEOUS GAIN." BUT PLAINLY, UNRIGHTEOUS GAIN IS PLEASURE AND PAIN, TOIL AND FEAR; AND, TO SPEAK COMPREHENSIVELY, THE PASSIONS OF THE SOUL, THE PRESENT OF WHICH IS DELIGHTFUL, THE FUTURE VEXATIOUS. "FOR WHAT IS THE PROFIT," IT IS SAID, "IF YOU GAIN THE WORLD AND LOSE THE SOUL?"[5] IT IS CLEAR, THEN, THAT THOSE WHO DO NOT PERFORM GOOD ACTIONS, DO NOT KNOW WHAT IS FOR THEIR OWN ADVANTAGE. AND IF SO, NEITHER ARE THEY CAPABLE OF PRAYING ARIGHT, SO AS TO RECEIVE FROM GOD GOOD THINGS; NOR, SHOULD THEY RECEIVE THEM, WILL THEY BE SENSIBLE OF THE BOON; NOR, SHOULD THEY ENJOY THEM, WILL THEY ENJOY WORTHILY WHAT THEY KNOW NOT; BOTH FROM THEIR WANT OF KNOWLEDGE HOW TO USE THE GOOD THINGS GIVEN THEM, AND FROM THEIR EXCESSIVE STUPIDITY, BEING IGNORANT OF THE WAY TO AVAIL THEMSELVES OF THE DIVINE GIFTS. NOW STUPIDITY IS THE CAUSE OF IGNORANCE. AND IT APPEARS TO ME THAT IT IS THE VAUNT OF A BOASTFUL SOUL, THOUGH OF ONE WITH A GOOD CONSCIENCE, TO EXCLAIM AGAINST WHAT HAPPENS THROUGH CIRCUMSTANCES: "THEREFORE LET THEM DO WHAT THEY MAY;[6] FOR IT SHALL BE WELL WITH ME; AND RIGHT SHALL BE MY ALLY, AND I SHALL NOT BE CAUGHT DOING EVIL." BUT SUCH A GOOD CONSCIENCE PRESERVES SANCTITY TOWARDS GOD AND JUSTICE TOWARDS MEN; KEEPING THE SOUL PURE WITH GRAVE THOUGHTS, AND PURE. WORDS, AND JUST DEEDS. BY THUS RECEIVING THE LORD'S POWER, THE SOUL STUDIES TO BE GOD; REGARDING NOTHING BAD BUT IGNORANCE, AND ACTION CONTRARY TO FIGHT REASON. AND GIVING THANKS ALWAYS FOR ALL THINGS TO GOD, BY RIGHTEOUS HEATING AND DIVINE READING, BY TRUE INVESTIGATION, BY HOLY OBLATION, BY BLESSED PRAYER; LAUDING, HYMNING, BLESSING, PRAISING, SUCH A SOUL IS NEVER AT ANY TIME SEPARATED FROM GOD.[7] RIGHTLY THEN IS IT SAID, "AND THEY WHO TRUST IN HIM SHALL UNDERSTAND THE TRUTH, AND THOSE FAITHFUL IN LOVE SHALL ABIDE BY HIM."[8] YOU SEE WHAT STATEMENTS WISDOM MAKES ABOUT THE GNOSTICS. CONFORMABLY, THEREFORE, THERE ARE VARIOUS ABODES, ACCORDING TO THE WORTH OF THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED.[9] TO THE POINT SOLOMON SAYS, "FOR THERE SHALL BE GIVEN TO HIM THE CHOICE GRACE OF FAITH, AND A MORE PLEASANT LOT IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD."[10] FOR THE COMPARATIVE SHOWS THAT THERE ARE LOWER PARTS IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, WHICH IS THE WHOLE CHURCH. AND THE SUPERLATIVE REMAINS TO BE CONCEIVED, WHERE THE LORD IS. THESE CHOSEN ABODES, WHICH ARE THREE, ARE INDICATED BY THE NUMBERS IN THE GOSPEL--THE THIRTY, THE SIXTY, THE HUNDRED.[11] AND THE PERFECT INHERITANCE BELONGS TO THOSE WHO ATTAIN TO "A PERFECT MAN," ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE LORD. AND THE LIKENESS IS NOT, AS SOME IMAGINE, THAT OF THE HUMAN FORM; FOR THIS CONSIDERATION IS IMPIOUS. NOR IS THE LIKENESS TO THE FIRST CAUSE THAT WHICH CONSISTS IN VIRTUE. FOR THIS UTTERANCE IS ALSO IMPIOUS, BEING THAT OF THOSE WHO HAVE IMAGINED THAT VIRTUE IN MAN AND IN THE SOVEREIGN GOD IS THE SAME. "THOU HAST SUPPOSED INIQUITY,'[1] HE SAYS, "[IN IMAGINING] THAT I WILL BE LIKE TO THEE."[12] BUT "IT IS ENOUGH FOR THE DISCIPLE TO BECOME AS THE MASTER,"[13] SAITH THE MASTER. TO THE LIKENESS OF GOD, THEN, HE THAT IS INTRODUCED INTO ADOPTION AND THE FRIENDSHIP OF GOD, TO THE JUST INHERITANCE OF THE LORDS AND GODS IS BROUGHT; IF HE BE PERFECTED, ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL, AS THE LORD HIMSELF TAUGHT. 
CHAP. XV. DIFFERENT DEGREES OF KNOWLEDGE. 
THE GNOSTIC, THEN, IS IMPRESSED WITH THE CLOSEST LIKENESS, THAT IS, WITH THE MIND OF THE MASTER; WHICH HE BEING POSSESSED OF, COMMANDED AND RECOMMENDED TO HIS DISCIPLES AND TO THE PRUDENT. COMPREHENDING THIS, AS HE WHO TAUGHT WISHED, AND RECEIVING IT IN ITS GRAND SENSE, HE TEACHES WORTHILY "ON THE HOUSETOPS"[14] THOSE CAPABLE OF BEING BUILT TO A LOFTY HEIGHT; AND BEGINS THE DOING OF WHAT IS SPOKEN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE EXAMPLE OF LIFE. FOR HE ENJOINED WHAT IS POSSIBLE. AND, IN TRUTH, THE KINGLY MAN AND CHRISTIAN OUGHT TO BE RULER AND LEADER. FOR WE ARE COMMANDED TO BE LORDS OVER NOT ONLY THE WILD BEASTS WITHOUT US, BUT ALSO OVER THE WILD PASSIONS WITHIN OURSELVES. THROUGH THE KNOWLEDGE, THEN, AS APPEARS, OF A BAD AND GOOD LIFE IS THE GNOSTIC SAVED, UNDERSTANDING AND EXECUTING "MORE THAN THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES."[1] "EXERT THYSELF, AND PROSPER, AND REIGN" WRITES DAVID, "BECAUSE OF TRUTH, AND MEEKNESS, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND THY RIGHT HAND SHALL GUIDE THEE MARVELOUSLY,"[2] THAT IS, THE LORD. "WHO THEN IS THE WISE? AND HE SHALL UNDERSTAND THESE THINGS. PRUDENT? AND HE SHALL KNOW THEM. FOR THE [SEXLESS] WAYS OF THE LORD ARE RIGHT,"[3] SAYS THE PROPHET, SHOWING THAT THE GNOSTIC ALONE IS ABLE TO UNDERSTAND AND EXPLAIN THE THINGS SPOKEN BY THE SPIRIT OBSCURELY. "AND HE WHO UNDERSTANDS IN THAT TIME SHALL HOLD HIS PEACE,"[4] SAYS THE SCRIPTURE, PLAINLY IN THE WAY OF DECLARING THEM TO THE UNWORTHY. FOR THE LORD SAYS, "HE THAT HATH EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR,"[5] DECLARING THAT HEARING AND UNDERSTANDING BELONG NOT TO ALL. TO THE POINT DAVID WRITES: "DARK WATER IS IN THE CLOUDS OF THE SKIES. AT THE GLEAM BEFORE HIM THE CLOUDS PASSED, HAIL AND COALS OF FIRE;"[6] SHOWING THAT THE HOLY WORDS ARE HIDDEN. HE INTIMATES THAT TRANSPARENT AND RESPLENDENT TO THE GNOSTICS, LIKE THE INNOCUOUS HAIL, THEY ARE SENT DOWN FROM GOD; BUT THAT THEY ARE DARK TO THE MULTITUDE, LIKE EXTINGUISHED COALS OUT OF THE FIRE, WHICH, UNLESS KINDLED AND SET ON FIRE, WILL NOT GIVE FORTH FIRE OR LIGHT. "THE LORD, THEREFORE," IT IS SAID, "GIVES ME THE TONGUE OF INSTRUCTION, SO AS TO KNOW IN SEASON WHEN IT IS REQUISITE TO SPEAK A WORD;"[7] NOT IN THE WAY OF TESTIMONY ALONE, BUT ALSO IN THE WAY OF QUESTION AND ANSWER. "AND THE [SEXLESS] INSTRUCTION OF THE LORD OPENS MY MOUTH."[8] IT IS THE PREROGATIVE OF THE GNOSTIC, THEN, TO KNOW HOW TO MAKE USE OF SPEECH, AND WHEN, AND HOW, AND TO WHOM. AND ALREADY THE APOSTLE, BY SAYING, "AFTER THE RUDIMENTS OF THE WORLD, AND NOT AFTER CHRIST,"[9] MAKES THE ASSEVERATION THAT THE HELLENIC TEACHING IS ELEMENTARY, AND THAT OF CHRIST PERFECT, AS WE HAVE ALREADY INTIMATED BEFORE. "NOW THE WILD OLIVE IS INSERTED INTO THE FATNESS OF THE OLIVE,"[10] AND IS INDEED OF THE SAME SPECIES AS THE CULTIVATED OLIVES. FOR THE GRAFT USES AS SOIL THE TREE IN WHICH IT IS ENGRAFTED. NOW ALL THE PLANTS SPROUTED FORTH SIMULTANEOUSLY IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE DIVINE ORDER. WHEREFORE ALSO, THOUGH THE WILD OLIVE BE WILD, IT CROWNS THE OLYMPIC VICTORS. AND THE ELM TEACHES THE VINE TO BE FRUITFUL, BY LEADING IT UP TO A HEIGHT. NOW WE SEE THAT WILD TREES ATTRACT MORE NUTRIMENT, BECAUSE THEY CANNOT RIPEN. THE WILD TREES, THEREFORE, HAVE LESS POWER OF SECRETION THAN THOSE THAT ARE CULTIVATED. AND THE CAUSE OF THEIR WILDNESS IS THE WANT OF THE POWER OF SECRETION. THE ENGRAFTED OLIVE ACCORDINGLY RECEIVES MORE NUTRIMENT FROM ITS GROWING IN THE WILD ONE; AND IT GETS ACCUSTOMED, AS IT WERE, TO SECRETE THE NUTRIMENT, BECOMING THUS ASSIMILATED'' TO THE FATNESS OF THE CULTIVATED TREE. SO ALSO THE PHILOSOPHER, RESEMBLING THE WILD OLIVE, IN HAVING MUCH THAT IS UNDIGESTED, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS DEVOTION TO THE SEARCH, HIS PROPENSITY TO FOLLOW, AND HIS EAGERNESS TO SEIZE THE FATNESS OF THE TRUTH; IF HE GET BESIDES THE DIVINE POWER, THROUGH FAITH, BY BEING TRANSPLANTED INTO THE GOOD AND MILD KNOWLEDGE, LIKE THE WILD OLIVE, ENGRAFTED IN THE TRULY FAIR AND MERCIFUL WORD, HE BOTH ASSIMILATES THE NUTRIMENT THAT IS SUPPLIED, AND BECOMES A FAIR AND GOOD OLIVE TREE. FOR ENGRAFTING MAKES WORTHLESS SHOOTS NOBLE, AND COMPELS THE BARREN TO BE FRUITFUL BY THE ART OF CULTURE AND BY GNOSTIC SKILL. DIFFERENT MODES OF ENGRAFTING ILLUSTRATIVE OF DIFFERENT KINDS OF CONVERSION. THEY SAY THAT ENGRAFTING IS AFFECTED IN FOUR MODES: ONE, THAT IN WHICH THE GRAFT MUST BE FITTED IN BETWEEN THE WOOD AND THE BARK; RESEMBLING THE WAY IN WHICH WE INSTRUCT PLAIN PEOPLE BELONGING TO THE GENTILES, WHO RECEIVE THE WORD SUPERFICIALLY. ANOTHER IS, WHEN THE WOOD IS CLEFT, AND THERE IS INSERTED IN IT THE CULTIVATED BRANCH. AND THIS APPLIES TO THE CASE OF THOSE WHO HAVE STUDIED PHILOSOPHY; FOR ON CUTTING THROUGH THEIR DOGMAS, THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE TRUTH IS PRODUCED IN THEM. SO ALSO, IN THE CASE OF THE JEWS, BY OPENING UP THE OLD TESTAMENT, THE NEW AND NOBLE PLANT OF THE OLIVE IS INSERTED. THE THIRD MODE OF ENGRAFTING APPLIES TO RUSTICS AND HERETICS, WHO ARE BROUGHT BY FORCE TO THE TRUTH. FOR AFTER SMOOTHING OFF BOTH SUCKERS WITH A SHARP PRUNING-HOOK, TILL THE PITH IS LAID BARE, BUT NOT WOUNDED, THEY ARE BOUND TOGETHER. AND THE FOURTH IS THAT FORM OF ENGRAFTING CALLED BUDDING. FOR A BUD (EYE) IS CUT OUT OF A TRUNK OF A GOOD SORT, A CIRCLE BEING DRAWN ROUND IN THE BARK ALONG WITH IT, OF THE SIZE OF THE PALM. THEN THE TRUNK IS STRIPPED, TO SUIT THE EYE, OVER AN EQUAL CIRCUMFERENCE. AND SO THE GRAFT IS INSERTED, TIED ROUND, AND DAUBED WITH CLAY, THE BUD BEING KEPT UNINJURED AND UNSTAINED. THIS IS THE STYLE OF GNOSTIC TEACHING, WHICH IS CAPABLE OF LOOKING INTO THINGS THEMSELVES. THIS MODE IS, IN TRUTH, OF MOST SERVICE IN THE CASE OF CULTIVATED TREES. AND "THE ENGRAFTING INTO THE GOOD OLIVE" MENTIONED BY THE APOSTLE, MAY BE [ENGRAFTING INTO] CHRIST HIMSELF; THE UNCULTIVATED AND UNBELIEVING NATURE BEING TRANSPLANTED INTO CHRIST--THAT IS, IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN CHRIST. BUT IT IS BETTER [TO UNDERSTAND IT] OF THE ENGRAFTING OF EACH ONE'S FAITH IN THE SOUL ITSELF. FOR ALSO THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THUS SOMEHOW TRANSPLANTED BY DISTRIBUTION, ACCORDING TO THE CIRCUMSCRIBED CAPACITY OF EACH ONE, BUT WITHOUT BEING CIRCUMSCRIBED. KNOWLEDGE AND LOVE. NOW, DISCOURSING ON KNOWLEDGE, SOLOMON SPEAKS THUS: "FOR WISDOM IS RESPLENDENT AND FADELESS, AND IS EASILY BEHELD BY THOSE WHO LOVE HER. SHE IS BEFOREHAND IN MAKING HERSELF KNOWN TO THOSE WHO DESIRE HER. HE THAT RISES EARLY FOR HER SHALL NOT TOIL WEARILY. FOR TO THINK ABOUT HER IS THE PERFECTION OF GOOD SENSE. AND HE THAT KEEPS VIGILS FOR HER SHALL QUICKLY BE RELIEVED OF ANXIETY. FOR SHE GOES ABOUT, HERSELF SEEKING THOSE WORTHY OF HER (FOR KNOWLEDGE BELONGS NOT TO ALL); AND IN ALL WAYS SHE BENIGNLY SHOWS HERSELF TO THEM."[2] NOW THE PATHS ARE THE CONDUCT OF LIFE, AND THE VARIETY THAT EXISTS IN THE COVENANTS. PRESENTLY HE ADDS: "AND IN EVERY THOUGHT SHE MEETS THEM,"[3] BEING VARIOUSLY CONTEMPLATED, THAT IS, BY ALL DISCIPLINE. THEN HE SUBJOINS, ADDUCING LOVE, WHICH PERFECTS BY SYLLOGISTIC REASONING AND TRUE PROPOSITIONS, DRAWING THUS A MOST CONVINCING AND TRUE INFERENCE, "FOR THE BEGINNING OF HER IS THE TRUEST DESIRE OF INSTRUCTION," THAT IS, OF KNOWLEDGE; "PRUDENCE IS THE LOVE OF INSTRUCTION, AND LOVE IS THE KEEPING OF ITS LAWS; AND ATTENTION TO ITS LAWS IS THE CONFIRMATION OF IMMORTALITY; AND IMMORTALITY CAUSES NEARNESS TO GOD. THE DESIRE OF WISDOM LEADS, THEN, TO THE KINGDOM."[4] FOR HE TEACHES, AS I THINK, THAT TRUE INSTRUCTION IS DESIRE FOR KNOWLEDGE; AND THE PRACTICAL EXERCISE OF INSTRUCTION PRODUCES LOVE OF KNOWLEDGE. AND LOVE IS THE KEEPING OF THE COMMANDMENTS WHICH LEAD TO KNOWLEDGE. AND THE KEEPING OF THEM IS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMANDMENTS, FROM WHICH IMMORTALITY RESULTS. "AND IMMORTALITY BRINGS US NEAR TO GOD." TRUE KNOWLEDGE FOUND IN THE TEACHING OF CHRIST ALONE. IF, THEN, THE LOVE OF KNOWLEDGE PRODUCES IMMORTALITY, AND LEADS THE KINGLY MAN NEAR TO GOD THE KING, KNOWLEDGE OUGHT TO BE SOUGHT TILL IT IS FOUND. NOW SEEKING IS AN EFFORT AT GRASPING, AND FINDS THE SUBJECT BY MEANS OF CERTAIN SIGNS. AND DISCOVERY IS THE END AND CESSATION OF INQUIRY, WHICH HAS NOW ITS OBJECT IN ITS GASP. AND THIS IS KNOWLEDGE. AND THIS DISCOVERY, PROPERLY SO CALLED, IS KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS THE APPREHENSION OF THE OBJECT OF SEARCH. AND THEY SAY THAT A PROOF IS EITHER THE ANTECEDENT, OR THE COINCIDENT, OR THE CONSEQUENT. THE DISCOVERY, THEN, OF WHAT IS SOUGHT RESPECTING GOD, IS THE TEACHING THROUGH THE SON; AND THE PROOF OF OUR SAVIOR BEING THE VERY SON OF GOD IS THE PROPHECIES WHICH PRECEDED HIS COMING, ANNOUNCING HIM; AND THE TESTIMONIES REGARDING HIM WHICH ATTENDED HIS BIRTH IN THE WORLD; IN ADDITION, HIS POWERS PROCLAIMED AND OPENLY SHOWN AFTER HIS ASCENSION. THE PROOF OF THE TRUTH BEING WITH US, IS THE FACT OF THE SON OF GOD HIMSELF HAVING TAUGHT US. FOR IF IN EVERY INQUIRY THESE UNIVERSALS ARE FOUND, A PERSON AND A SUBJECT, THAT WHICH IS TRULY THE TRUTH IS SHOWN TO BE IN OUR HANDS ALONE. FOR THE SON OF GOD IS THE PERSON OF THE TRUTH WHICH IS EXHIBITED; AND THE SUBJECT IS THE POWER OF FAITH, WHICH PREVAILS OVER THE OPPOSITION OF EVERY ONE WHATEVER, AND THE ASSAULT OF THE WHOLE WORLD. BUT SINCE THIS IS CONFESSEDLY ESTABLISHED BY ETERNAL FACTS AND REASONS, AND EACH ONE WHO THINKS THAT THERE IS NO PROVIDENCE HAS ALREADY BEEN SEEN TO DESERVE PUNISHMENT AND NOT CONTRADICTION, AND IS TRULY AN ATHEIST, IT IS OUR AIM TO DISCOVER WHAT DOING, AND IN WHAT MANNER LIVING, WE SHALL REACH THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SOVEREIGN GOD, AND HOW, HONORING THE DIVINITY, WE MAY BECOME AUTHORS OF OUR OWN SALVATION. KNOWING AND LEARNING, NOT FROM THE SOPHISTS, BUT FROM GOD HIMSELF, WHAT IS WELL-PLEASING TO HIM, WE ENDEAVOR TO DO WHAT IS JUST AND HOLY. NOW IT IS WELL-PLEASING TO HIM THAT WE SHOULD BE SAVED; AND SALVATION IS AFFECTED THROUGH BOTH WELL-DOING AND KNOWLEDGE, OF BOTH OF WHICH THE LORD IS THE TEACHER. IF, THEN, ACCORDING TO PLATO, IT IS ONLY POSSIBLE TO LEARN THE TRUTH EITHER FROM GOD OR FROM THE PROGENY OF GOD, WITH REASON WE, SELECTING TESTIMONIES FROM THE DIVINE ORACLES, BOAST OF LEARNING THE TRUTH BY THE SON OF GOD, PROPHESIED AT FIRST, AND THEN EXPLAINED. PHILOSOPHY AND HERESIES, AIDS IN DISCOVERING THE TRUTH. BUT THE THINGS WHICH CO-OPERATE IN THE DISCOVERY OF TRUTH ARE NOT TO BE REJECTED. PHILOSOPHY, ACCORDINGLY, WHICH PROCLAIMS A PROVIDENCE, AND THE RECOMPENSE OF A LIFE OF FELICITY, AND THE PUNISHMENT, ON THE OTHER HAND, OF A LIFE OF MISERY, TEACHES THEOLOGY COMPREHENSIVELY; BUT IT DOES NOT PRESERVE ACCURACY AND PARTICULAR POINTS; FOR NEITHER RESPECTING THE SON OF GOD, NOR RESPECTING THE ECONOMY OF PROVIDENCE, DOES IT TREAT SIMILARLY WITH US; FOR IT DID NOT KNOW THE WORSHIP OF GOD. WHEREFORE ALSO THE HERESIES OF THE BARBARIAN PHILOSOPHY, ALTHOUGH THEY SPEAK OF ONE GOD, THOUGH THEY SING THE PRAISES OF CHRIST, SPEAK WITHOUT ACCURACY, NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH TRUTH; FOR THEY DISCOVER ANOTHER GOD, AND RECEIVE CHRIST NOT AS THE PROPHECIES DELIVER. BUT THEIR FALSE DOGMAS, WHILE THEY OPPOSE THE CONDUCT THAT IS ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH, ARE AGAINST US. FOR INSTANCE, PAUL CIRCUMCISED TIMOTHY BECAUSE OF THE JEWS WHO BELIEVED, IN ORDER THAT THOSE WHO HAD RECEIVED THEIR TRAINING FROM THE LAW MIGHT NOT REVOLT FROM THE FAITH THROUGH HIS BREAKING SUCH POINTS OF THE LAW AS WERE UNDERSTOOD MORE CAM ALLY, KNOWING RIGHT WELL THAT CIRCUMCISION DOES NOT JUSTIFY; FOR HE PROFESSED THAT "ALL THINGS WERE FOR ALL" BY CONFORMITY, PRESERVING THOSE OF THE DOGMAS THAT WERE ESSENTIAL, "THAT HE MIGHT GAIN ALL."[1] AND DANIEL, UNDER THE KING OF THE PERSIANS, WORE "THE CHAIN,"[2] THOUGH HE DESPISED NOT THE AFFLICTIONS OF THE PEOPLE. THE LIARS, THEN, IN REALITY ARE NOT THOSE WHO FOR THE SAKE OF THE SCHEME OF SALVATION CONFORM, NOR THOSE WHO ERR IN MINUTE POINTS, BUT THOSE WHO ARE WRONG IN ESSENTIALS, AND REJECT THE LORD AND AS FAR AS IN THEM LIES DEPRIVE THE LORD OF THE TRUE TEACHING; WHO DO NOT QUOTE OR DELIVER THE SCRIPTURES IN A MANNER WORTHY OF GOD AND OF THE LORD;[3] FOR THE DEPOSIT RENDERED TO GOD, ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] TEACHING OF THE LORD BY HIS APOSTLES, IS THE UNDERSTANDING AND THE PRACTICE OF THE GODLY TRADITION. "AND WHAT YE HEAR IN THE EAR " THAT IS, IN A HIDDEN MANNER, AND IN A MYSTERY (FOR SUCH THINGS ARE FIGURATIVELY SAID TO BE SPOKEN IN THE EAR) "PROCLAIM," HE SAYS, "ON THE HOUSETOPS," UNDERSTANDING THEM SUBLIMELY, AND DELIVERING THEM IN A LOFTY STRAIN, AND ACCORDING TO THE CANON OF THE TRUTH EXPLAINING THE SCRIPTURES; FOR NEITHER PROPHECY NOR THE SAVIOR HIMSELF ANNOUNCED THE DIVINE MYSTERIES SIMPLY SO AS TO BE EASILY APPREHENDED BY ALL AND SUNDRY, BUT EXPRESS THEM IN PARABLES. THE APOSTLES ACCORDINGLY SAY OF THE LORD, THAT "HE SPOKE ALL THINGS IN PARABLES, AND WITHOUT A PARABLE SPOKE HE NOTHING UNTO THEM;"[4] AND IF "ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANYTHING MADE THAT WAS MADE,"[5] CONSEQUENTLY ALSO PROPHECY AND THE LAW WERE BY HIM, AND WERE SPOKEN BY HIM IN PARABLES. "BUT ALL THINGS ARE RIGHT," SAYS THE SCRIPTURE, [6] "BEFORE THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND," THAT IS, THOSE WHO RECEIVE AND OBSERVE, ACCORDING TO THE ECCLESIASTICAL RULE, THE EXPOSITION OF THE SCRIPTURES EXPLAINED BY HIM; AND THE ECCLESIASTICAL RULE IS THE CONCORD AND HARMONY OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS IN THE COVENANT DELIVERED AT THE COMING OF THE LORD. KNOWLEDGE IS THEN FOLLOWED BY PRACTICAL WISDOM, AND PRACTICAL WISDOM BY SELF-CONTROL: FOR IT MAY BE SAID THAT PRACTICAL WISDOM IS DIVINE KNOWLEDGE, AND EXISTS IN THOSE WHO ARE DEIFIED; BUT THAT SELF- CONTROL IS MORTAL, AND SUBSISTS IN THOSE WHO PHILOSOPHIZE, AND ARE NOT YET WISE. BUT IF VIRTUE IS DIVINE, SO IS ALSO THE KNOWLEDGE OF IT; WHILE SELF-CONTROL IS A SORT OF IMPERFECT WISDOM WHICH ASPIRES AFTER WISDOM, AND EXERTS ITSELF LABORIOUSLY, AND IS NOT CONTEMPLATIVE. AS CERTAINLY RIGHTEOUSNESS, BEING HUMAN, IS, AS BEING A COMMON THING, SUBORDINATE TO HOLINESS, WHICH SUBSISTS THROUGH THE DIVINE RIGHTEOUSNESS; [7] FOR THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE PERFECT MAN DOES NOT REST ON CIVIL CONTRACTS, OR ON THE PROHIBITION OF LAW, BUT FLOWS FROM HIS OWN SPONTANEOUS ACTION AND HIS LOVE TO GOD. REASONS FOR THE MEANING OF SCRIPTURE BEING VEILED FOR MANY REASONS, THEN, THE SCRIPTURES HIDE THE SENSE. FIRST, THAT WE MAY BECOME INQUISITIVE, AND BE EVER ON THE WATCH FOR THE DISCOVERY OF THE WORDS OF SALVATION. THEN IT WAS NOT SUITABLE FOR ALL TO UNDERSTAND, SO THAT THEY MIGHT NOT RECEIVE HARM IN CONSEQUENCE OF TAKING IN ANOTHER SENSE THE THINGS DECLARED FOR SALVATION BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. WHEREFORE THE HOLY MYSTERIES OF THE PROPHECIES ARE VEILED IN THE PARABLES--PRESERVED FOR CHOSEN MEN, SELECTED TO KNOWLEDGE IN CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR FAITH; FOR THE STYLE OF THE SCRIPTURES IS PARABOLIC. WHEREFORE ALSO THE LORD, WHO WAS NOT OF THE WORLD, CAME AS ONE WHO WAS OF THE WORLD TO MEN. FOR HE WAS CLOTHED WITH ALL VIRTUE; AND IT WAS HIS AIM TO LEAD MAN, THE FOSTER-CHILD OF THE WORLD, UP TO THE OBJECTS OF INTELLECT, AND TO THE MOST ESSENTIAL TRUTHS BY KNOWLEDGE, FROM ONE WORLD TO ANOTHER. WHEREFORE ALSO HE EMPLOYED METAPHORICAL DESCRIPTION; FOR SUCH IS THE PARABLE, A NARRATION BASED ON SOME SUBJECT WHICH IS NOT THE PRINCIPAL SUBJECT, BUT SIMILAR TO THE PRINCIPAL SUBJECT, AND LEADING HIM WHO UNDERSTANDS TO WHAT IS THE TRUE AND PRINCIPAL THING; OR, AS SOME SAY, A MODE OF SPEECH PRESENTING WITH VIGOR, BY MEANS OF OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES, WHAT IS THE PRINCIPAL SUBJECT. AND NOW ALSO THE WHOLE ECONOMY WHICH PROPHESIED OF THE LORD APPEARS INDEED A PARABLE TO THOSE WHO KNOW NOT THE TRUTH, WHEN ONE SPEAKS AND THE REST HEAR THAT THE SON OF GOD--OF HIM WHO MADE THE UNIVERSE--ASSUMED FLESH, AND WAS CONCEIVED IN THE VIRGIN'S WOMB (AS HIS MATERIAL BODY WAS PRODUCED), AND SUBSEQUENTLY, AS WAS THE CASE, SUFFERED AND ROSE AGAIN, BEING "TO THE JEWS A STUMBLING-BLOCK, AND TO THE GREEKS FOOLISHNESS," AS THE APOSTLE SAYS. BUT ON THE SCRIPTURES BEING OPENED UP, AND DECLARING THE TRUTH TO THOSE WHO HAVE EARS, THEY PROCLAIM THE VERY SUFFERING ENDURED BY THE FLESH, WHICH THE LORD ASSUMED, TO BE "THE POWER AND WISDOM OF GOD." AND FINALLY, THE PARABOLIC STYLE OF SCRIPTURE BEING OF THE GREATEST ANTIQUITY, AS WE HAVE SHOWN, ABOUNDED MOST, AS WAS TO BE EXPECTED, IN THE PROPHETS, IN ORDER THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT MIGHT SHOW THAT THE PHILOSOPHERS AMONG THE GREEKS, AND THE WISE MEN AMONG THE BARBARIANS BESIDES, WERE IGNORANT OF THE FUTURE COMING OF THE LORD, AND OF THE MYSTIC TEACHING THAT WAS TO BE DELIVERED BY HIM. RIGHTLY THEN, PROPHECY, IN PROCLAIMING THE LORD, IN ORDER NOT TO SEEM TO SOME TO BLASPHEME WHILE SPEAKING WHAT WAS BEYOND THE IDEAS OF THE MULTITUDE EMBODIED ITS DECLARATIONS IN EXPRESSIONS CAPABLE OF LEADING TO OTHER CONCEPTIONS. NOW ALL THE PROPHETS WHO FORETOLD THE LORD'S COMING, AND THE HOLY MYSTERIES ACCOMPANYING IT, WERE PERSECUTED AND KILLED. AS ALSO THE LORD HIMSELF, IN EXPLAINING THE SCRIPTURES TO THEM, AND HIS DISCIPLES WHO PREACHED THE WORD LIKE HIM, AND SUBSEQUENTLY TO HIS LIFE, USED PARABLES.[1] WHENCE ALSO PETER, IN HIS PREACHING, SPEAKING OF THE APOSTLES, SAYS: "BUT WE, UNROLLING THE BOOKS OF THE PROPHETS WHICH WE POSSESS, WHO NAME JESUS CHRIST, PARTLY IN PARABLES, PARTLY IN ENIGMAS, PARTLY EXPRESSLY AND IN SO MANY WORDS, FIND HIS COMING AND DEATH, AND CROSS, AND ALL THE REST OF THE TORTURES WHICH THE JEWS INFLICTED ON HIM, AND HIS RESURRECTION AND ASSUMPTION TO HEAVEN PREVIOUS TO THE CAPTURE[2] OF JERUSALEM. AS IT IS WRITTEN, THESE THINGS ARE ALL THAT HE BEHOOVES TO SUFFER, AND WHAT SHOULD BE AFTER HIM. RECOGNIZING THEM, THEREFORE, WE HAVE BELIEVED IN GOD IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHAT IS WRITTEN RESPECTING HIM." AND AFTER A LITTLE AGAIN HE DRAWS THE INFERENCE THAT THE SCRIPTURES OWED THEIR ORIGIN TO THE DIVINE PROVIDENCE, ASSERTING AS FOLLOWS: "FOR WE KNOW THAT GOD ENJOINED THESE THINGS, AND WE SAY NOTHING APART FROM THE SCRIPTURES." NOW THE HEBREW DIALECT, LIKE ALL THE REST, HAS CERTAIN PROPERTIES, CONSISTING IN A MODE OF SPEECH WHICH EXHIBITS THE NATIONAL CHARACTER. DIALECT IS ACCORDINGLY DEFINED AS A STYLE OF SPEECH PRODUCED BY THE NATIONAL CHARACTER. BUT PROPHECY IS NOT MARKED BY THOSE DIALECTS. FOR IN THE HELLENIC WRITINGS, WHAT ARE CALLED CHANGES OF FIGURES PURPOSELY PRODUCE OBSCURATIONS, DEDUCED AFTER THE STYLE OF OUR PROPHECIES. BUT THIS IS AFFECTED THROUGH THE VOLUNTARY DEPARTURE FROM DIRECT SPEECH WHICH TAKES PLACE IN METRICAL OR OFFHAND DICTION. A FIGURE, THEN, IS A FORM OF SPEECH TRANSFERRED FROM WHAT IS LITERAL TO WHAT IS NOT LITERAL, FOR THE SAKE OF THE COMPOSITION, AND ON ACCOUNT OF A DICTION USEFUL IN SPEECH. BUT PROPHECY DOES NOT EMPLOY FIGURATIVE FORMS IN THE EXPRESSIONS FOR THE SAKE OF BEAUTY OF DICTION. BUT FROM THE FACT THAT TRUTH APPERTAINS NOT TO ALL, IT IS VEILED IN MANIFOLD WAYS, CAUSING THE LIGHT TO ARISE ONLY ON THOSE WHO ARE INITIATED INTO KNOWLEDGE, WHO SEEK THE TRUTH THROUGH LOVE. THE PROVERB, ACCORDING TO THE BARBARIAN PHILOSOPHY, IS CALLED A MODE OF PROPHECY, AND THE PARABLE IS SO CALLED, AND THE ENIGMA IN ADDITION. FURTHER ALSO, THEY ARE CALLED "WISDOM;" AND AGAIN, AS SOMETHING DIFFERENT FROM IT, "INSTRUCTION AND WORDS OF PRUDENCE," AND "TURNINGS OF WORDS," AND "TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND AGAIN, "TEACHING TO DIRECT JUDGMENT," AND "SUBTLETY TO THE SIMPLE," WHICH IS THE RESULT OF TRAINING, "AND PERCEPTION AND THOUGHT," WITH WHICH THE YOUNG CATECHUMEN IS IMBUED.[3] "HE WHO BEARS THESE PROPHETS, BEING WISE, WILL BE WISER. AND THE INTELLIGENT MAN WILL ACQUIRE RULE, AND WILL UNDERSTAND A PARABLE AND A DARK SAYING, THE WORDS AND ENIGMAS OF THE WISE."[4] AND IF IT WAS THE CASE THAT THE HELLENIC DIALECTS RECEIVED THEIR APPELLATION FROM HELLEN, THE SON OF ZEUS, SURNAMED DEUCALION, FROM THE CHRONOLOGY WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY EXHIBITED, IT IS COMPARATIVELY EASY TO PERCEIVE BY HOW MANY GENERATIONS THE DIALECTS THAT OBTAINED AMONG THE GREEKS ARE POSTERIOR TO THE LANGUAGE OF THE HEBREWS. BUT AS THE WORK ADVANCES, WE SHALL IN EACH SECTION, NOTING THE FIGURES OF SPEECH MENTIONED ABOVE BY THE PROPHET,[5] EXHIBIT THE GNOSTIC MODE OF LIFE, SHOWING IT SYSTEMATICALLY ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE TRUTH. DID NOT THE POWER ALSO, THAT APPEARED TO HERMAS IN THE VISION, IN THE FORM OF THE CHURCH, GIVE FOR TRANSCRIPTION THE BOOK WHICH SHE WISHED TO BE MADE KNOWN TO THE ELECT? AND THIS, HE SAYS, HE TRANSCRIBED TO THE LETTER, WITHOUT FINDING HOW TO COMPLETE THE SYLLABLES.[6] AND THIS SIGNIFIED THAT THE SCRIPTURE IS CLEAR TO ALL, WHEN TAKEN ACCORDING TO THE BARE READING; AND THAT THIS IS THE FAITH WHICH OCCUPIES THE PLACE OF THE RUDIMENTS. WHEREFORE ALSO THE FIGURATIVE EXPRESSION IS EMPLOYED, "READING ACCORDING TO THE LETTER;" WHILE WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE GNOSTIC UNFOLDING OF THE SCRIPTURES, WHEN FAITH HAS ALREADY REACHED AN ADVANCED STATE, IS LIKENED TO READING ACCORDING TO THE SYLLABLES. FURTHER, ESAIAS THE PROPHET IS ORDERED TO TAKE "A NEW BOOK, AND WRITE IN IT"[7] CERTAIN THINGS: THE SPIRIT PROPHESYING THAT THROUGH THE EXPOSITION OF THE SCRIPTURES THERE WOULD COME AFTERWARDS THE SACRED KNOWLEDGE, WHICH AT THAT PERIOD WAS STILL UNWRITTEN, BECAUSE NOT YET KNOWN. FOR IT WAS SPOKEN FROM THE BEGINNING TO THOSE ONLY WHO UNDERSTAND. NOW THAT THE SAVIOR HAS TAUGHT THE APOSTLES, THE UNWRITTEN RENDERING' OF THE WRITTEN [SCRIPTURE] HAS BEEN HANDED DOWN ALSO TO US, INSCRIBED BY THE POWER OF GOD ON HEARTS NEW, ACCORDING TO THE RENOVATION OF THE BOOK. THUS, THOSE OF HIGHEST REPUTE AMONG THE GREEKS, DEDICATE THE FRUIT OF THE POMEGRANATE TO HERMES, WHO THEY SAY IS SPEECH, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS INTERPRETATION. FOR SPEECH CONCEALS MUCH. RIGHTLY, THEREFORE, JESUS THE SON OF NAVE SAW MOSES, WHEN TAKEN UP [TO HEAVEN], DOUBLE, ONE MOSES WITH THE ANGELS, AND ONE ON THE MOUNTAINS, HONORED WITH BURIAL IN THEIR RAVINES. AND JESUS SAW THIS SPECTACLE BELOW, BEING ELEVATED BY THE SPIRIT, ALONG ALSO WITH CALEB. BUT BOTH DO NOT SEE SIMILARLY BUT THE ONE DESCENDED WITH GREATER SPEED, AS IF THE WEIGHT HE CARRIED WAS GREAT; WHILE THE OTHER, ON DESCENDING AFTER HIM, SUBSEQUENTLY RELATED THE GLORY WHICH HE BEHELD, BEING ABLE TO PERCEIVE MORE THAN THE OTHER AS HAVING GROWN PURER; THE NARRATIVE, IN MY OPINION, SHOWING THAT KNOWLEDGE IS NOT THE PRIVILEGE OF ALL. SINCE SOME LOOK AT THE BODY OF THE SCRIPTURES, THE EXPRESSIONS AND THE NAMES AS TO THE BODY OF MOSES; WHILE OTHERS SEE THROUGH TO THE THOUGHTS AND WHAT IT IS SIGNIFIED BY THE NAMES, SEEKING THE MOSES THAT IS WITH THE ANGELS. MANY ALSO OF THOSE WHO CALLED TO THE LORD SAID, "SON OF DAVID, HAVE MERCY ON ME."[2] A FEW, TOO, KNEW HIM AS THE SON OF GOD; AS PETER, WHOM ALSO HE PRONOUNCED BLESSED, "FOR FLESH AND BLOOD REVEALED NOT THE TRUTH TO HIM, BUT HIS FATHER IN HEAVEN," 3 SHOWING THAT THE GNOSTIC RECOGNIZES THE SON OF THE OMNIPOTENT, NOT BY HIS FLESH CONCEIVED IN THE WOMB, BUT BY THE FATHER'S OWN POWER. THAT IT IS THEREFORE NOT ONLY TO THOSE WHO READ SIMPLY THAT THE ACQUISITION OF THE TRUTH IS SO DIFFICULT, BUT THAT NOT EVEN TO THOSE WHOSE PREROGATIVE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH IS, IS THE CONTEMPLATION OF IT VOUCH-SAFED ALL AT ONCE, THE HISTORY OF MOSES TEACHES, UNTIL, ACCUSTOMED TO GAZE, AT THE HEBREWS ON THE GLORY OF MOSES, AND THE PROPHETS OF ISRAEL ON THE VISIONS OF ANGELS, SO WE ALSO BECOME ABLE TO LOOK THE SPLENDORS OF TRUTH IN THE FACE. 
CHAP. XVI. GNOSTIC EXPOSITION OF THE DECALOGUE. 
LET THE DECALOGUE BE SET FORTH CURSORILY BY US AS A SPECIMEN FOR GNOSTIC EXPOSITION. THE NUMBER "TEN." THAT TEN IS A SACRED NUMBER, IT IS SUPERFLUOUS TO SAY NOW. AND IF THE TABLES THAT WERE WRITTEN WERE THE WORK OF GOD, THEY WILL BE FOUND TO EXHIBIT PHYSICAL CREATION. FOR BY THE "FINGER OF GOD" IS UNDERSTOOD THE POWER OF GOD, BY WHICH THE CREATION OF HEAVEN AND EARTH IS ACCOMPLISHED; OF BOTH OF WHICH THE TABLES WILL BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE SYMBOLS. FOR THE WRITING AND HANDIWORK OF GOD PUT ON THE TABLE IS THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. AND THE DECALOGUE, VIEWED AS AN IMAGE OF HEAVEN, EMBRACES SUN AND MOON, STARS, CLOUDS, LIGHT, WIND, WATER, AIR, DARKNESS, FIRE. THIS IS THE PHYSICAL DECALOGUE OF THE HEAVEN. AND THE REPRESENTATION OF THE EARTH CONTAINS MEN, CATTLE, REPTILES, WILD BEASTS; AND OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE WATER, FISHES AND WHALES; AND AGAIN, OF THE WINGED TRIBES, THOSE THAT ARE CARNIVOROUS, AND THOSE THAT RISE MILD FOOD; AND OF PLANTS LIKEWISE, BOTH FRUIT-BEARING AND BARREN. THIS IS THE PHYSICAL DECALOGUE OF THE EARTH. AND THE ARK WHICH HELD THEM[4] WILL THEN BE THE KNOWLEDGE OF DIVINE AND HUMAN THINGS AND WISDOM.[5] AND PERHAPS THE TWO TABLES THEMSELVES MAY BE THE PROPHECY OF THE TWO COVENANTS. THEY WERE ACCORDINGLY MYSTICALLY RENEWED, AS IGNORANCE ALONG WITH SIN ABOUNDED. THE COMMANDMENTS ARE WRITTEN, THEN, DOUBLY, AS APPEARS, FOR TWOFOLD SPIRITS, THE RULING AND THE SUBJECT. "FOR THE FLESH LUSTS AGAINST THE SPIRIT, AND THE SPIRIT AGAINST THE FLESH."[6] AND THERE IS A TEN IN MAN HIMSELF: THE FIVE SENSES, AND THE POWER OF SPEECH, AND THAT OF REPRODUCTION; AND THE EIGHTH IS THE SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLE COMMUNICATED AT HIS CREATION; AND THE NINTH THE RULING FACULTY OF THE SOUL; AND TENTH, THERE IS THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTIC OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHICH COMES TO HIM THROUGH FAITH. BESIDES, IN ADDITION TO THESE TEN HUMAN PARTS, THE LAW APPEAR TO GIVE ITS INJUNCTIONS[7] TO SIGHT, AND HEARING, AND SMELL, AND TOUCH, AND TASTE, AND TO THE ORGANS SUBSERVIENT TO THESE, WHICH ARE DOUBLE--THE HANDS AND THE FEET. FOR SUCH IS THE FORMATION OF MAN. AND THE SOUL IS INTRODUCED, AND PREVIOUS TO IT THE RULING FACULTY, BY WHICH WERE ON, NOT PRODUCED IN PROCREATION; SO THAT WITHOUT IT THERE IS MADE UP THE NUMBER TEN, OF THE FACULTIES BY WHICH ALL THE ACTIVITY OF MAN IS CARRIED OUT. FOR IN ORDER, STRAIGHTWAY ON MAN'S ENTERING EXISTENCE, HIS LIFE BEGINS WITH SENSATIONS. WE ACCORDINGLY ASSERT THAT RATIONAL AND RULING POWER IS THE CAUSE OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE LIVING CREATURE; ALSO, THAT THIS, THE IRRATIONAL PART, IS ANIMATED, AND IS A PART OF IT. NOW THE VITAL FORCE, IN WHICH IS COMPREHENDED THE POWER OF NUTRITION AND GROWTH, AND GENERALLY OF MOTION, IS ASSIGNED TO THE CARNAL SPIRIT, WHICH HAS GREAT SUSCEPTIBILITY OF MOTION, AND PASSES IN ALL DIRECTIONS THROUGH THE SENSES AND THE REST OF THE BODY, AND THROUGH THE BODY IS THE PRIMARY SUBJECT OF SENSATIONS. BUT THE POWER OF CHOICE, IN WHICH INVESTIGATION, AND STUDY, AND KNOWLEDGE, RESIDE, BELONGS TO THE RULING FACULTY. BUT ALL THE FACULTIES ARE PLACED IN RELATION TO ONE--THE RULING FACULTY: IT IS THROUGH THAT MAN LIVES, AND LIVES IN A CERTAIN WAY. THROUGH THE CORPOREAL SPIRIT, THEN, MAN PERCEIVES, DESIRES, REJOICES, IS ANGRY, IS NOURISHED, GROWS. IT IS BY IT, TOO, THAT THOUGHTS AND CONCEPTIONS ADVANCE TO ACTIONS. AND WHEN IT MASTERS THE DESIRES, THE RULING FACULTY REIGNS. THE COMMANDMENT, THEN, "THOU SHALT NOT LUST," SAYS, THOU SHALT NOT SERVE THE CARNAL SPIRIT, BUT SHALL RULE OVER IT; "FOR THE FLESH LUSTS AGAINST THE SPIRIT,"[1] AND EXCITES TO DISORDERLY CONDUCT AGAINST NATURE; "AND THE SPIRIT AGAINST THE FLESH" EXERCISES SWAY, IN ORDER THAT THE CONDUCT OF THE MAN MAY BE ACCORDING TO NATURE. IS NOT MAN, THEN, RIGHTLY SAID "TO HAVE BEEN MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD?"--NOT IN THE FORM OF HIS [CORPOREAL] STRUCTURE; BUT INASMUCH AS GOD CREATES ALL THINGS BY THE WORD (LOG-WAND THE MAN WHO HAS BECOME A GNOSTIC PERFORMS GOOD ACTIONS BY THE FACULTY OF REASON (TW LOGIKP), PROPERLY THEREFORE THE TWO TABLES ARE ALSO SAID TO MEAN THE COMMANDMENTS THAT WERE GIVEN TO THE TWOFOLD SPIRITS,--THOSE COMMUNICATED BEFORE THE LAW TO THAT WHICH WAS CREATED, AND TO THE RULING FACULTY; AND THE MOVEMENTS OF THE SENSES ARE BOTH COPIED IN THE MIND, AND MANIFESTED IN THE ACTIVITY WHICH PROCEEDS FROM THE BODY. FOR APPREHENSION RESULTS FROM BOTH COMBINED. AGAIN, AS SENSATION IS RELATED TO THE WORLD OF SENSE, SO IS THOUGHT TO THAT OF INTELLECT. AND ACTIONS ARE TWOFOLD--THOSE OF THOUGHT, THOSE OF ACT. THE FIRST COMMANDMENT. THE FIRST COMMANDMENT OF THE DECALOGUE SHOWS THAT THERE IS ONE ONLY SOVEREIGN GOD WHO LED THE PEOPLE FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT THROUGH THE DESERT TO THEIR FATHERLAND; THAT THEY MIGHT APPREHEND HIS POWER, AS THEY WERE ABLE, BY MEANS OF THE DIVINE WORKS, AND WITHDRAW FROM THE IDOLATRY OF CREATED THINGS, PUTTING ALL THEIR HOPE IN THE TRUE GOD. THE SECOND COMMANDMENT. THE SECOND WORD[3] INTIMATED THAT MEN OUGHT NOT TO TAKE AND CONFER THE AUGUST POWER OF GOD (WHICH IS THE NAME, FOR THIS ALONE WERE MANY EVEN YET CAPABLE OF LEARNING), AND TRANSFER HIS TITLE TO THINGS CREATED AND VAIN, WHICH HUMAN ARTIFICERS HAVE MADE, AMONG WHICH" HE THAT IS" IS NOT RANKED. FOR IN HIS UNCREATED IDENTITY, "HE THAT IS" IS ABSOLUTELY ALONE. THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT. AND THE FOURTH[4] WORD IS THAT WHICH INTIMATES THAT THE WORLD WAS CREATED BY GOD, AND THAT HE GAVE US THE SEVENTH DAY AS A REST, ON ACCOUNT OF THE TROUBLE THAT THERE IS IN LIFE. FOR GOD IS INCAPABLE OF WEARINESS, AND SUFFERING, AND WANT. BUT WE WHO BEAR FLESH NEED REST. THE SEVENTH DAY, THEREFORE, IS PROCLAIMED A REST--ABSTRACTION FROM ILLS--PREPARING FOR THE PRIMAL DAY,[5] OUR TRUE REST; WHICH, IN TRUTH, IS THE FIRST CREATION OF LIGHT, IN WHICH ALL THINGS ARE VIEWED AND POSSESSED. FROM THIS DAY THE FIRST WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE ILLUMINATE US. FOR THE LIGHT OF TRUTH--A LIGHT TRUE, CASTING NO SHADOW, IS THE SPIRIT OF GOD INDIVISIBLY DIVIDED TO ALL, WHO ARE SANCTIFIED BY FAITH, HOLDING THE PLACE OF A LUMINARY, IN ORDER TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF REAL EXISTENCES. BY FOLLOWING HIM, THEREFORE, THROUGH OUR WHOLE LIFE, WE BECOME IMPOSSIBLE; AND THIS IS TO REST.[6] WHEREFORE SOLOMON ALSO SAYS, THAT BEFORE HEAVEN, AND EARTH, AND ALL EXISTENCES, WISDOM HAD ARISEN IN THE ALMIGHTY; THE PARTICIPATION OF WHICH --THAT WHICH IS BY POWER, I MEAN, NOT THAT BY ESSENCE--TEACHES A MAN TO KNOW BY APPREHENSION THINGS DIVINE AND HUMAN. HAVING REACHED THIS POINT, WE MUST MENTION THESE THINGS BY THE WAY; SINCE THE DISCOURSE HAS TURNED ON THE SEVENTH AND THE EIGHTH. FOR THE EIGHTH MAY POSSIBLY TURN OUT TO BE PROPERLY THE SEVENTH, AND THE SEVENTH MANIFESTLY THE SIXTH, AND THE LATTER PROPERLY THE SABBATH, AND THE SEVENTH A DAY OF WORK. FOR THE CREATION OF THE WORLD WAS CONCLUDED IN SIX DAYS. FOR THE MOTION OF THE SUN FROM SOLSTICE TO SOLSTICE IS COMPLETED IN SIX MONTHS--IN THE COURSE OF WHICH, AT ONE TIME THE LEAVES FALL, AND AT ANOTHER PLANTS BUD AND SEEDS COME TO MATURITY. AND THEY SAY THAT THE EMBRYO IS PERFECTED EXACTLY IN THE SIXTH MONTH, THAT IS, IN ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY DAYS IN ADDITION TO THE TWO AND A HALF, AS POLYBUS THE PHYSICIAN RELATES IN HIS BOOK ON THE EIGHTH MONTH, AND ARISTOTLE THE PHILOSOPHER IN HIS BOOK ON NATURE. HENCE THE PYTHAGOREANS, AS I THINK, RECKON SIX THE PERFECT NUMBER, FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, ACCORDING TO THE PROPHET, AND CALL IT MESEUTHYS[1] AND MARRIAGE, FROM ITS BEING THE MIDDLE OF THE EVEN NUMBERS, THAT IS, OF TEN AND TWO. FOR IT IS MANIFESTLY AT AN EQUAL DISTANCE FROM BOTH. AND AS MARRIAGE GENERATES FROM MALE AND FEMALE, SO SIX IS GENERATED FROM THE ODD NUMBER THREE, WHICH IS CALLED THE MASCULINE NUMBER, AND THE EVEN NUMBER TWO, WHICH IS CONSIDERED THE FEMININE. FOR TWICE THREE ARE SIX. SUCH, AGAIN, IS THE NUMBER OF THE MOST GENERAL MOTIONS, ACCORDING TO WHICH ALL ORIGINATION TAKES PLACE--UP, DOWN, TO THE RIGHT, TO THE LEFT, FORWARD, BACKWARD. RIGHTLY, THEN, THEY RECKON THE NUMBER SEVEN MOTHERLESS AND CHILDLESS, INTERPRETING THE SABBATH, AND FIGURATIVELY EXPRESSING THE NATURE OF THE REST, IN WHICH "THEY NEITHER MARRY NOR ARE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE ANY MORE."[2] FOR NEITHER BY TAKING FROM ONE NUMBER AND ADDING TO ANOTHER OF THOSE WITHIN TEN IS SEVEN PRODUCED; NOR WHEN ADDED TO ANY NUMBER WITHIN THE TEN DOES IT MAKE UP ANY OF THEM. AND THEY CALLED EIGHT A CUBE, COUNTING THE FIXED SPHERE ALONG WITH THE SEVEN REVOLVING ONES, BY WHICH IS PRODUCED "THE GREAT YEAR," AS A KIND OF PERIOD OF RECOMPENSE OF WHAT HAS BEEN PROMISED. THUS, THE LORD, WHO ASCENDED THE MOUNTAIN, THE FOURTH,[3] BECOMES THE SIXTH, AND IS ILLUMINATED ALL ROUND WITH SPIRITUAL LIGHT, BY LAYING BARE THE POWER PROCEEDING FROM HIM, AS FAR AS THOSE SELECTED TO SEE WERE ABLE TO BEHOLD IT, BY THE SEVENTH, THE VOICE, PROCLAIMED TO BE THE SON OF GOD; IN ORDER THAT THEY, PERSUADED RESPECTING HIM, MIGHT HAVE REST; WHILE HE BY HIS BIRTH, WHICH WAS INDICATED BY THE SIXTH CONSPICUOUSLY MARKED, BECOMING THE EIGHTH, MIGHT APPEAR TO BE GOD IN A BODY OF FLESH, BY DISPLAYING HIS POWER, BEING NUMBERED INDEED AS A MAN, BUT BEING CONCEALED AS TO WHO HE WAS. FOR SIX IS RECKONED IN THE ORDER OF NUMBERS, BUT THE SUCCESSION OF THE LETTERS ACKNOWLEDGES THE CHARACTER WHICH IS NOT WRITTEN. IN THIS CASE, IN THE NUMBERS THEMSELVES, EACH UNIT IS PRESERVED IN ITS ORDER UP TO SEVEN AND EIGHT. BUT IN THE NUMBER OF THE CHARACTERS, ZETA BECOMES SIX AND ETA SEVEN. AND THE CHARACTER[4] HAVING SOMEHOW SLIPPED INTO WRITING, SHOULD WE FOLLOW IT OUT THUS, THE SEVEN BECAME SIX, AND THE EIGHT SEVEN. WHEREFORE ALSO MAN IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN MADE ON THE SIXTH DAY, WHO BECAME FAITHFUL TO HIM WHO IS THE SIGN (TP EPISHMW [5]), SO AS STRAIGHTWAY TO RECEIVE THE REST OF THE LORD'S INHERITANCE. SOME SUCH THING ALSO IS INDICATED BY THE SIXTH HOUR IN THE SCHEME OF SALVATION, IN WHICH MAN WAS PERFECTED. FURTHER, OF THE EIGHT, THE INTERMEDIATES ARE SEVEN; AND OF THE SEVEN, THE INTERVALS ARE SHOWN TO BE SIX. FOR THAT IS ANOTHER GROUND, IN WHICH SEVEN GLORIFIES EIGHT, AND "THE HEAVENS DECLARE TO THE HEAVENS THE GLORY OF GOD."[6] THE SENSIBLE TYPES OF THESE, THEN, ARE THE SOUNDS WE PRONOUNCE. THUS, THE LORD HIMSELF IS CALLED "ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND THE END,"[7] " BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, AND WITHOUT WHOM NOT EVEN ONE THING WAS MADE."[8] GOD'S RESTING IS NOT, THEN, AS SOME CONCEIVE, THAT GOD CEASED FROM DOING. FOR, BEING GOOD, IF HE SHOULD EVER CEASE FROM DOING GOOD, THEN WOULD HE CEASE FROM BEING GOD, WHICH IT IS SACRILEGE EVEN TO SAY. THE RESTING IS, THEREFORE, THE ORDERING THAT THE ORDER OF CREATED THINGS SHOULD BE PRESERVED INVIOLATE, AND THAT EACH OF THE CREATURES SHOULD CEASE FROM THE ANCIENT DISORDER. FOR THE CREATIONS ON THE DIFFERENT DAYS FOLLOWED IN A MOST IMPORTANT SUCCESSION; SO THAT ALL THINGS BROUGHT INTO EXISTENCE MIGHT HAVE HONOR FROM PRIORITY, CREATED TOGETHER IN THOUGHT, BUT NOT BEING OF EQUAL WORTH. NOR WAS THE CREATION OF EACH SIGNIFIED BY THE VOICE, INASMUCH AS THE CREATIVE WORK IS SAID TO HAVE MADE THEM AT ONCE. FOR SOMETHING MUST NEEDS HAVE BEEN NAMED FIRST. WHEREFORE THOSE THINGS WERE ANNOUNCED FIRST, FROM WHICH CAME THOSE THAT WERE SECOND, ALL THINGS BEING ORIGINATED TOGETHER FROM ONE ESSENCE BY ONE POWER. FOR THE WILL OF GOD WAS ONE, IN ONE IDENTITY. AND HOW COULD CREATION TAKE PLACE IN TIME, SEEING TIME WAS BORN ALONG WITH THINGS WHICH EXIST. AND NOW THE WHOLE WORLD OF CREATURES BORN ALIVE, AND THINGS THAT GROW, REVOLVES IN SEVENS. THE FIRST-BORN PRINCES OF THE ANGELS, WHO HAVE THE GREATEST POWER, ARE SEVEN.[9] THE MATHEMATICIANS ALSO SAY THAT THE PLANETS, WHICH PERFORM THEIR COURSE AROUND THE EARTH, ARE SEVEN; BY WHICH THE CHALDEANS THINK THAT ALL WHICH CONCERNS MORTAL LIFE IS EFFECTED THROUGH SYMPATHY, IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH THEY ALSO UNDERTAKE TO TELL THINGS RESPECTING THE FUTURE. AND OF THE FIXED STARS, THE PLEIADES ARE SEVEN. AND THE BEARS, BY THE HELP OF WHICH AGRICULTURE AND NAVIGATION ARE CARRIED THROUGH, CONSIST OF SEVEN STARS. AND IN PERIODS OF SEVEN DAYS THE MOON UNDERGOES ITS CHANGES. IN THE FIRST WEEK SHE BECOMES HALF MOON; IN THE SECOND, FULL MOON; AND IN THE THIRD, IN HER WANE, AGAIN HALF MOON; AND IN THE FOURTH SHE DISAPPEARS. FURTHER, AS SELEUCUS THE MATHEMATICIAN LAYS DOWN, SHE HAS SEVEN PHASES. FIRST, FROM BEING INVISIBLE SHE BECOMES CRESCENT- SHAPED, THEN HALF MOON, THEN GIBBOUS AND FULL; AND IN HER WANE AGAIN GIBBOUS, AND IN LIKE MANNER HALF MOON AND CRESCENT-SHAPED. "ON A SEVEN-STRINGED LYRE WE SHALL SING NEW HYMNS," WRITES A POET OF NOTE, TEACHING US THAT THE ANCIENT LYRE WAS SEVEN-TONED. THE ORGANS OF THE SENSES SITUATED ON OUR FACE ARE ALSO SEVEN--TWO EYES, TWO PASSAGES OF HEARING, TWO NOSTRILS, AND THE SEVENTH THE MOUTH. AND THAT THE CHANGES IN THE PERIODS OF LIFE TAKE PLACE BY SEVENS, THE ELEGIES OF SOLAN TEACH THUS: "THE CHILD, WHILE STILL AN INFANT, IN SEVEN YEARS, PRODUCES AND PUTS FORTH ITS FENCE OF TEETH; AND WHEN GOD SEVEN YEARS MORE COMPLETES, HE SHOWS OF PUBERTY'S APPROACH THE SIGNS; AND IN THE THIRD, THE BEARD ON GROWING CHEEK WITH DOWN OVERSPREADS THE BLOOM OF CHANGING SKIN; AND IN THE FOURTH SEPTENNIAD, AT HIS BEST IN STRENGTH, OF MANLINESS HE SHOWS THE SIGNS; AND IN THE FIFTH, OF MARRIAGE, NOW MATURE, AND OF POSTERITY, THE MAN BETHINKS; NOR DOES HE YET DESIRE VAIN WORKS TO SEE. THE SEVENTH AND EIGHTH SEPTENNIADS SEE HIM NOW IN MIND AND SPEECH MATURE, TILL FIFTY YEARS; AND IN THE NINTH HE STILL HAS VIGOR LEFT, BUT STRENGTH AND BODY ARE FOR VIRTUE GREAT LESS THAN OF YORE; WHEN, SEVEN YEARS MORE, GOD BRINGS TO END, THEN NOT TOO SOON MAY HE SUBMIT TO DIE." AGAIN, IN DISEASES THE SEVENTH DAY IS THAT OF THE CRISIS; AND THE FOURTEENTH, IN WHICH NATURE STRUGGLES AGAINST THE CAUSES OF THE DISEASES. AND A MYRIAD SUCH INSTANCES ARE ADDUCED BY HERMIPPUS OF BERYTUS, IN HIS BOOK ON THE NUMBER SEVEN, REGARDING IT AS HOLY.[1] AND THE BLESSED DAVID DELIVERS CLEARLY TO THOSE WHO KNOW THE MYSTIC ACCOUNT OF SEVEN AND EIGHT, PRAISING THUS: "OUR YEARS WERE EXERCISED LIKE A SPIDER. THE DAYS OF OUR YEARS IN THEM ARE SEVENTY YEARS; BUT IF IN STRENGTH, EIGHTY YEARS. AND THAT WILL BE TO REIGN."[2] THAT, THEN, WE MAY BE TAUGHT THAT THE WORLD WAS ORIGINATED, AND NOT SUPPOSE THAT GOD MADE IT IN TIME, PROPHECY ADDS: "THIS IS THE BOOK OF THE GENERATION: ALSO OF THE THINGS IN THEM, WHEN THEY WERE CREATED IN THE DAY THAT GOD MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH."[3] FOR THE EXPRESSION "WHEN THEY WERE CREATED" INTIMATES AN INDEFINITE AND DATELESS PRODUCTION. BUT THE EXPRESSION "IN THE DAY THAT GOD MADE," THAT IS, IN AND BY WHICH GOD MADE "ALL THINGS," AND "WITHOUT WHICH NOT EVEN ONE THING WAS MADE," POINTS OUT THE ACTIVITY EXERTED BY THE SON. AS DAVID SAYS, "THIS IS THE DAY WHICH THE LORD HATH MADE; LET US BE GLAD AND REJOICE IN IT; "[4] THAT IS, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE KNOWLEDGE[5] IMPARTED BY HIM, LET US CELEBRATE THE DIVINE FESTIVAL; FOR THE WORD THAT THROWS LIGHT ON THINGS HIDDEN, AND BY WHOM EACH CREATED THING CAME INTO LIFE AND BEING, IS CALLED DAY. AND, IN FINE, THE DECALOGUE, BY THE LETTER IOTA,[6] SIGNIFIES THE BLESSED NAME, PRESENTING JESUS, WHO IS THE WORD. THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT. NOW THE FIFTH IN ORDER IS THE COMMAND ON THE HONOR OF FATHER AND MOTHER. AND IT CLEARLY ANNOUNCES GOD AS FATHER AND LORD. WHEREFORE ALSO IT CALLS THOSE WHO KNOW HIM SONS AND GODS. THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE IS THEIR LORD AND FATHER; AND THE MOTHER IS NOT, AS SOME SAY, THE ESSENCE FROM WHICH WE SPRANG, NOR, AS OTHERS TEACH, THE CHURCH, BUT THE DIVINE KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM, AS SOLOMON SAYS, WHEN HE TERMS WISDOM "THE MOTHER OF THE JUST," AND SAYS THAT IT IS DESIRABLE FOR ITS OWN SAKE. AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL, AGAIN, THAT IS LOVELY AND VENERABLE, PROCEEDS FROM GOD THROUGH THE SON. THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT. THIS IS FOLLOWED BY THE COMMAND RESPECTING ADULTERY. NOW IT IS ADULTERY, IF ONE, ABANDONING THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND TRUE KNOWLEDGE, AND THE PERSUASION RESPECTING GOD, ACCEDES TO FALSE AND INCONGRUOUS OPINION, EITHER BY DEIFYING ANY CREATED OBJECT, OR BY MAKING AN IDOL OF ANYTHING THAT EXISTS NOT, SO AS TO OVERSTEP, OR RATHER STEP FROM, KNOWLEDGE. AND TO THE GNOSTIC FALSE OPINION IS FOREIGN, AS THE TRUE BELONGS TO HIM, AND IS ALLIED WITH HIM. WHEREFORE THE NOBLE APOSTLE CALLS ONE OF THE KINDS OF FORNICATION, IDOLATRY,[7] IN FOLLOWING THE PROPHET, WHO SAYS: "[MY PEOPLE] HATH COMMITTED FORNICATION WITH STOCK AND STONE. THEY HAVE SAID TO THE STOCK, THOU ART MY FATHER; AND TO THE STONE, THOU HAST BEGOTTEN ME."[8] THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT. THEN FOLLOWS THE COMMAND ABOUT MURDER. NOW MURDER IS A SURE DESTRUCTION. HE, THEN, THAT WISHES TO EXTIRPATE THE TRUE DOCTRINE OF GOD AND OF IMMORTALITY, IN ORDER TO INTRODUCE. FALSEHOOD, ALLEGING EITHER THAT THE UNIVERSE IS NOT UNDER PROVIDENCE, OR THAT THE WORLD IS UNCRESTED, OR AFFIRMING ANYTHING AGAINST TRUE DOCTRINE, IS MOST PERNICIOUS. THE EIGHT COMMANDMENT. AND AFTER THIS IS THE COMMAND RESPECTING THEFT. AS, THEN, HE THAT STEALS WHAT IS ANOTHER'S, DOING GREAT WRONG, RIGHTLY INCURS ILLS SUITABLE TO HIS DESERTS; SO ALSO, DOES HE, WHO ARROGATES TO HIMSELF DIVINE WORKS BY THE ART OF THE STATUARY OR THE PAINTER, AND PRONOUNCES HIMSELF TO BE THE MAKER OF ANIMALS AND PLANTS. LIKEWISE, THOSE, TOO, WHO MIMIC THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY ARE THIEVES. WHETHER ONE BE A HUSBANDMAN OR THE FATHER OF A CHILD, HE IS AN AGENT IN DEPOSITING SEEDS. BUT IT IS GOD WHO, MINISTERING THE GROWTH AND PERFECTION OF ALL THINGS, BRINGS THE THINGS PRODUCED TO WHAT IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR NATURE. BUT THE MOST, IN COMMON ALSO WITH THE PHILOSOPHERS, ATTRIBUTE GROWTH AND CHANGES TO THE STARS AS THE PRIMARY CAUSE, ROBBING THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE, AS FAR AS IN THEM LIES, OF HIS TIRELESS MIGHT. THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE, AS FAR AS IN LIES, OF HIS TIRELESS MIGHT. E ELEMENTS, HOWEVER, AND THE STARS--THAT IS, THE ADMINISTRATIVE POWERS--ARE ORDAINED FOR THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF WHAT IS ESSENTIAL TO THE ADMINISTRATION, AND ARE INFLUENCED AND MOVED BY WHAT IS COMMANDED TO THEM, IN THE WAY IN WHICH THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD LEADS, SINCE IT IS THE NATURE OF THE DIVINE POWER TO WORK ALL THINGS SECRETLY. HE, ACCORDINGLY, WHO ALLEGES THAT HE HAS CONCEIVED OR MADE ANYTHING WHICH PERTAINS TO CREATION, WILL SUFFER THE PUNISHMENT OF HIS IMPIOUS AUDACITY. THE TENTH COMMANDMENT. [1] AND THE TENTH IS THE COMMAND RESPECTING ALL LUSTS. AS, THEN, HE WHO ENTERTAINS UNBECOMING DESIRES IS CALLED TO ACCOUNT; IN THE SAME WAY HE IS NOT ALLOWED TO DESIRE THINGS FALSE, OR TO SUPPOSE THAT, OF CREATED OBJECTS, THOSE THAT ARE ANIMATE HAVE POWER OF THEMSELVES, AND THAT IN-ANIMATE THINGS CAN AT ALL SAVE OR HURT. AND SHOULD ONE SAY THAT AN ANTIDOTE CANNOT HEAL OR HEMLOCK KILL, HE IS UNWITTINGLY DECEIVED. FOR NONE OF THESE OPERATES EXCEPT ONE MAKES USE OF THE PLANT AND THE DRUG; JUST AS THE AXE DOES NOT WITHOUT ONE TO CUT WITH IT, OR A SAW WITHOUT ONE SAWING WITH IT. AND AS THEY DO NOT WORK BY THEMSELVES, BUT HAVE CERTAIN PHYSICAL QUALITIES WHICH ACCOMPLISH THEIR PROPER WORK BY THE EXERTION OF THE ARTISAN; SO ALSO, BY THE UNIVERSAL PROVIDENCE OF GOD, THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF SECONDARY CAUSES, THE OPERATIVE POWER IS PROPAGATED IN SUCCESSION TO INDIVIDUAL OBJECTS. 
CHAP. XVII. PHILOSOPHY CONVEYS ONLY AN IMPERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. 
BUT, AS APPEARS, THE PHILOSOPHERS OF THE GREEKS, WHILE NAMING GOD, DO NOT KNOW HIM. BUT THEIR PHILOSOPHICAL SPECULATIONS, ACCORDING TO EMPEDOCLES, "AS PASSING OVER THE TONGUE OF THE MULTITUDE, ARE POURED OUT OF MOUTHS THAT KNOW LITTLE OF THE WHOLE." FOR AS ART CHANGES THE LIGHT OF THE SUN INTO FIRE BY PASSING IT THROUGH A GLASS VESSEL FULL OF WATER, SO ALSO PHILOSOPHY, CATCHING A SPARK FROM THE DIVINE SCRIPTURE, IS VISIBLE IN A FEW. ALSO, AS ALL ANIMALS BREATHE THE SAME AIR, SOME IN ONE WAY, OTHERS IN ANOTHER, AND TO A DIFFERENT PURPOSE; SO ALSO, A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF PEOPLE OCCUPY THEMSELVES WITH THE TRUTH, OR RATHER WITH DISCOURSE CONCERNING THE TRUTH. FOR THEY DO NOT SAY AUGHT RESPECTING GOD, BUT EXPOUND HIM BY ATTRIBUTING THEIR OWN AFFECTIONS TO GOD. FOR THEY SPEND LIFE IN SEEKING THE PROBABLE, NOT THE TRUE. BUT TRUTH IS NOT TAUGHT BY IMITATION, BUT BY INSTRUCTION. FOR IT IS NOT THAT WE MAY SEEM GOOD[2] THAT WE BELIEVE IN CHRIST, AS IT IS NOT ALONE FOR THE PURPOSE OF BEING SEEN, WHILE IN THE SUN, THAT WE PASS INTO THE SUN. BUT IN THE ONE CASE FOR THE PURPOSE OF BEING WARMED; AND IN THE OTHER, WE ARE COMPELLED TO BE CHRISTIANS IN ORDER TO BE EXCELLENT AND GOOD. FOR THE KINGDOM BELONGS PRE-EMINENTLY TO THE VIOLENT,[3] WHO, FROM INVESTIGATION, AND STUDY, AND DISCIPLINE, REAP THIS FRUIT, THAT THEY BECOME KINGS. HE, THEN, WHO IMITATES OPINION SHOWS ALSO PRECONCEPTION. WHEN THEN ONE, HAVING GOT AN INKLING OF THE SUBJECT, KINDLES IT WITHIN IN HIS SOUL BY DESIRE AND STUDY, HE SETS EVERYTHING IN MOTION AFTERWARDS IN ORDER TO KNOW IT. FOR THAT WHICH ONE DOES NOT APPREHEND, NEITHER DOES HE DESIRE IT, NOR DOES HE EMBRACE THE ADVANTAGE FLOWING FROM IT. SUBSEQUENTLY, THEREFORE, THE GNOSTIC AT LAST IMITATES THE LORD, AS FAR AS ALLOWED TO MEN, HAVING RECEIVED A SORT OF QUALITY AKIN TO THE LORD HIMSELF, IN ORDER TO ASSIMILATION TO GOD. BUT THOSE WHO ARE NOT PROFICIENT IN KNOWLEDGE CANNOT JUDGE THE TRUTH BY RULE. IT IS NOT THEREFORE POSSIBLE TO SHARE IN THE GNOSTIC CONTEMPLATIONS, UNLESS WE EMPTY OURSELVES OF OUR PREVIOUS NOTIONS. FOR THE TRUTH IN REGARD TO EVERY OBJECT OF INTELLECT AND OF SENSE IS THUS SIMPLY UNIVERSALLY DECLARED. FOR INSTANCE, WE MAY DISTINGUISH THE TRUTH OF PAINTING FROM THAT WHICH IS VULGAR, AND DECOROUS MUSIC FROM LICENTIOUS. THERE IS, THEN, ALSO A TRUTH OF PHILOSOPHY AS DISTINCT FROM THE OTHER PHILOSOPHIES, AND A TRUE BEAUTY AS DISTINCT FROM THE SPURIOUS. IT IS NOT THEN THE PARTIAL TRUTHS, OF WHICH TRUTH IS PREDICATED, BUT THE TRUTH ITSELF, THAT WE ARE TO INVESTIGATE, NOT SEEKING TO LEARN NAMES. FOR WHAT IS TO BE INVESTIGATED RESPECTING GOD IS NOT ONE THING, BUT TEN THOUSAND. THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN DECLARING GOD, AND DECLARING THINGS ABOUT GOD. AND TO SPEAK GENERALLY, IN EVERYTHING THE ACCIDENTS ARE TO BE DISTINGUISHED FROM THE ESSENCE. SUFFICE IT FOR ME TO SAY, THAT THE LORD OF ALL IS GOD; AND I SAY THE LORD OF ALL ABSOLUTELY, NOTHING BEING LEFT BY WAY OF EXCEPTION. SINCE, THEN, THE FORMS OF TRUTH ARE TWO- THE NAMES AND THE THINGS--SOME DISCOURSE OF NAMES, OCCUPYING THEMSELVES WITH THE BEAUTIES OF WORDS: SUCH ARE THE PHILOSOPHERS AMONG THE GREEKS. BUT WE WHO ARE BARBARIANS HAVE THE THINGS. NOW IT WAS NOT IN VAIN THAT THE LORD CHOSE TO MAKE USE OF A MEAN FORM OF BODY; SO THAT NO ONE PRAISING THE GRACE AND ADMIRING THE BEAUTY MIGHT TURN HIS BACK ON WHAT WAS SAID, AND ATTENDING TO WHAT OUGHT TO BE ABANDONED, MIGHT BE CUT OFF FROM WHAT IS INTELLECTUAL. WE MUST THEREFORE OCCUPY OURSELVES NOT WITH THE EXPRESSION, BUT THE MEANING. TO THOSE, THEN, WHO ARE NOT GIFTED[1] WITH THE POWER OF APPREHENSION, AND ARE NOT INCLINED TO KNOWLEDGE, THE WORD IS NOT ENTRUSTED; SINCE ALSO THE RAVENS IMITATE HUMAN VOICES, HAVING NO UNDERSTANDING OF THE THING WHICH THEY SAY. AND INTELLECTUAL APPREHENSION DEPENDS ON FAITH. THUS, ALSO HOMER SAID: "FATHER OF MEN AND GODS,''[2] KNOWING NOT WHO THE FATHER IS, OR HOW HE IS FATHER. AND AS TO HIM WHO HAS HANDS IT IS NATURAL TO GRASP, AND TO HIM WHO HAS SOUND EYES TO SEE THE LIGHT; SO, IT IS THE NATURAL PREROGATIVE OF HIM WHO HAS RECEIVED FAITH TO APPREHEND KNOWLEDGE, IF HE DESIRES, ON "THE FOUNDATION" LAID, TO WORK, AND BUILD UP "GOLD, SILVER, PRECIOUS STONES."[3] ACCORDINGLY, HE DOES NOT PROFESS TO WISH TO PARTICIPATE, BUT BEGINS TO DO SO. NOR DOES IT BELONG TO HIM TO INTEND, BUT TO BE REGAL, AND ILLUMINATED, AND GNOSTIC. NOR DOES IT APPERTAIN TO HIM TO WISH TO GRASP THINGS IN NAME, BUT IN FACT. FOR GOD, BEING GOOD, ON ACCOUNT OF THE PRINCIPAL PART OF THE WHOLE CREATION, SEEING HE WISHES TO SAVE IT, WAS INDUCED TO MAKE THE REST ALSO; CONFERRING ON THEM AT THE BEGINNING THIS FIRST BOON, THAT OF EXISTENCE. FOR THAT TO BE IS FAR BETTER THAN NOT TO BE, WILL BE ADMITTED BY EVERY ONE. THEN, ACCORDING TO THE CAPABILITIES OF THEIR NATURE, EACH ONE WAS AND IS MADE, ADVANCING TO THAT WHICH IS BETTER. SO THERE IS NO ABSURDITY IN PHILOSOPHY HAVING BEEN GIVEN BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE AS A PREPARATORY DISCIPLINE FOR THE PERFECTION WHICH IS BY CHRIST; UNLESS PHILOSOPHY IS ASHAMED AT LEARNING FROM BARBARIAN KNOWLEDGE HOW TO ADVANCE TO TRUTH.[4] BUT IF "THE VERY HAIRS ARE NUMBERED, AND THE MOST INSIGNIFICANT MOTIONS," HOW SHALL NOT PHILOSOPHY BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT ? FOR TO SAMSON POWER WAS GIVEN IN HIS HAIR, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT PERCEIVE THAT THE WORTHLESS ARTS THAT REFER TO THE THINGS IN THIS LIFE, WHICH LIE AND REMAIN ON THE GROUND AFTER THE DEPARTURE OF THE SOUL, WERE NOT GIVEN WITHOUT DIVINE POWER. BUT IT IS SAID PROVIDENCE, FROM ABOVE, FROM WHAT IS OF PRIME IMPORTANCE, AS FROM THE HEAD, REACHES TO ALL, "AS THE OINTMENT," IT IS SAID, "WHICH DESCENDS TO AARON'S BEARD, AND TO THE SKIRT OF HIS GARMENT"[5] (THAT IS, OF THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST, "BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, AND WITHOUT WHOM NOT EVEN ONE THING WAS MADE"[6]); NOT TO THE ORNAMENT OF THE BODY; FOR PHILOSOPHY IS OUTSIDE OF THE PEOPLE, LIKE RAIMENT.[7] THE PHILOSOPHERS, THEREFORE, WHO, TRAINED TO THEIR OWN PECULIAR POWER OF PERCEPTION BY THE SPIRIT OF PERCEPTION, WHEN THEY INVESTIGATE, NOT A PART OF PHILOSOPHY, BUT PHILOSOPHY ABSOLUTELY, TESTIFY TO THE TRUTH IN A TRUTH-LOVING AND HUMBLE SPIRIT; IF IN THE CASE OF GOOD THINGS SAID BY THOSE EVEN WHO ARE OF DIFFERENT SENTIMENTS THEY ADVANCE TO UNDERSTANDING, THROUGH THE DIVINE ADMINISTRATION, AND THE INEFFABLE GOODNESS, WHICH ALWAYS, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, LEADS THE NATURE OF EXISTENCES TO THAT WHICH IS BETTER. THEN, BY CULTIVATING THE ACQUAINTANCE NOT OF GREEKS ALONE, BUT ALSO OF BARBARIANS, FROM THE EXERCISE COMMON TO THEIR PROPER INTELLIGENCE, THEY ARE CONDUCTED TO FAITH. AND WHEN THEY HAVE EMBRACED THE FOUNDATION OF TRUTH, THEY RECEIVE IN ADDITION THE POWER OF ADVANCING FURTHER TO INVESTIGATION. AND THENCE THEY LOVE TO BE LEARNERS, AND ASPIRING AFTER KNOWLEDGE, HASTE TO SALVATION. THUS SCRIPTURE SAYS, THAT "THE SPIRIT OF PERCEPTION" WAS GIVEN TO THE ARTIFICERS FROM GOD.[8] AND THIS IS NOTHING ELSE THAN UNDERSTANDING, A FACULTY OF THE SOUL, CAPABLE OF STUDYING EXISTENCES,--OF DISTINGUISHING AND COMPARING WHAT SUCCEEDS AS LIKE AND UNLIKE,--OF ENJOINING AND FORBIDDING, AND OF CONJECTURING THE FUTURE. AND IT EXTENDS NOT TO THE ARTS ALONE, BUT EVEN TO PHILOSOPHY ITSELF. WHY, THEN, IS THE SERPENT CALLED WISE? BECAUSE EVEN IN ITS WILES THERE MAY BE FOUND A CONNECTION, AND DISTINCTION, AND COMBINATION, AND CONJECTURING OF THE FUTURE. AND SO VERY MANY CRIMES ARE CONCEALED; BECAUSE THE WICKED ARRANGE FOR THEMSELVES SO AS BY ALL MEANS TO ESCAPE PUNISHMENT. AND WISDOM BEING MANIFOLD, PERVADING THE WHOLE WORLD, AND ALL HUMAN AFFAIRS, VARIES ITS APPELLATION IN EACH CASE. WHEN IT APPLIES ITSELF TO FIRST CAUSES, IT IS CALLED UNDERSTANDING (NOHSIS). WHEN, HOWEVER, IT CONFIRMS THIS BY DEMONSTRATIVE REASONING, IT IS TERMED KNOWLEDGE, AND WISDOM, AND SCIENCE. WHEN IT IS OCCUPIED IN WHAT PERTAINS TO PIETY, AND RECEIVES WITHOUT SPECULATION THE PRIMAL WORD[9] IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE MAINTENANCE OF THE OPERATION IN IT, IT IS CALLED FAITH. IN THE SPHERE OF THINGS OF SENSE, ESTABLISHING THAT WHICH APPEARS AS BEING TRUEST, IT IS RIGHT OPINION. IN OPERATIONS, AGAIN, PERFORMED BY SKILL OF HAND, IT IS ART BUT WHEN, ON THE OTHER HAND, WITHOUT THE STUDY OF PRIMARY CAUSES, BY THE OBSERVATION OF SIMILARITIES, AND BY TRANSPOSITION, IT MAKES ANY ATTEMPT OR COMBINATION, IT IS CALLED EXPERIMENT. BUT BELONGING TO IT, AND SUPREME AND ESSENTIAL, IS THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHICH ABOVE ALL HE WHO, IN CONSEQUENCE OF [DIVINE] GUIDANCE, HAS BELIEVED, RECEIVES AFTER STRONG FAITH. PHILOSOPHY, THEN, PARTAKING OF A MORE EXQUISITE PERCEPTION, AS HAS BEEN SHOWN FROM THE ABOVE STATEMENTS, PARTICIPATES IN WISDOM. LOGICAL DISCUSSION, THEN, OF INTELLECTUAL SUBJECTS, WITH SELECTION AND ASSENT, IS CALLED DIALECTICS; WHICH ESTABLISHES, BY DEMONSTRATION, ALLEGATIONS RESPECTING TRUTH, AND DEMOLISHES THE DOUBTS BROUGHT FORWARD. THOSE, THEN, WHO ASSERT THAT PHILOSOPHY DID NOT COME HITHER FROM GOD, ALL BUT SAY THAT GOD DOES NOT KNOW EACH PARTICULAR THING, AND THAT HE IS NOT THE CAUSE OF ALL GOOD THINGS; IF, INDEED, EACH OF THESE BELONGS TO THE CLASS OF INDIVIDUAL THINGS. BUT NOTHING THAT EXISTS COULD HAVE SUBSISTED AT ALL, HAD GOD NOT WILLED. AND IF HE WILLED, THEN PHILOSOPHY IS FROM GOD, HE HAVING WILLED IT TO BE SUCH AS IT IS, FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO NOT OTHERWISE THAN BY ITS MEANS WOULD ABSTAIN FROM WHAT IS EVIL. FOR GOD KNOWS ALL THINGS--NOT THOSE ONLY WHICH EXIST, BUT THOSE ALSO WHICH SHALL BE--AND HOW EACH THING SHALL BE. AND FORESEEING THE PARTICULAR MOVEMENTS, "HE SURVEYS ALL THINGS, AND HEARS ALL THINGS," SEEING THE SOUL NAKED WITHIN; AND POSSESSES FROM ETERNITY THE IDEA OF EACH THING INDIVIDUALLY. AND WHAT APPLIES TO THEATRES, AND TO THE PARTS OF EACH OBJECT, IN LOOKING AT, LOOKING ROUND, AND TAKING IN THE WHOLE IN ONE VIEW, APPLIES ALSO TO GOD. FOR IN ONE GLANCE HE VIEWS ALL THINGS TOGETHER, AND EACH THING BY ITSELF; BUT NOT ALL THINGS, BY WAY OF PRIMARY INTENT. NOW, THEN, MANY THINGS IN LIFE TAKE THEIR RISE IN SOME EXERCISE OF HUMAN REASON, HAVING RECEIVED THE KINDLING SPARK FROM GOD. FOR INSTANCE, HEALTH BY MEDICINE, AND SOUNDNESS OF BODY THROUGH GYMNASTICS, AND WEALTH BY TRADE, HAVE THEIR ORIGIN AND EXISTENCE IN CONSEQUENCE OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE INDEED, BUT IN CONSEQUENCE, TOO, OF HUMAN CO-OPERATION. UNDERSTANDING ALSO IS FROM GOD. BUT GOD'S WILL IS ESPECIALLY OBEYED BY THE FREE-WILL OF GOOD MEN. SINCE MANY ADVANTAGES ARE COMMON TO GOOD AND BAD MEN: YET THEY ARE NEVERTHELESS ADVANTAGEOUS ONLY TO MEN OF GOODNESS AND PROBITY, FOR WHOSE SAKE GOD CREATED THEM. FOR IT WAS FOR THE USE OF GOOD MEN THAT THE INFLUENCE WHICH IS IN GOD'S GIFTS WAS ORIGINATED. BESIDES, THE THOUGHTS OF VIRTUOUS MEN ARE PRODUCED THROUGH THE INSPIRATION[1] OF GOD; THE SOUL BEING DISPOSED IN THE WAY IT IS, AND THE DIVINE WILL BEING CONVEYED TO HUMAN SOULS, PARTICULAR DIVINE MINISTERS CONTRIBUTING TO SUCH SERVICES. FOR REGIMENTS OF ANGELS ARE DISTRIBUTED OVER THE NATIONS AND CITIES.[2] AND, PERCHANCE, SOME ARE ASSIGNED TO INDIVIDUALS.[3] THE SHEPHERD, THEN, CARES FOR EACH OF HIS SHEEP; AND HIS CLOSEST INSPECTION IS GIVEN TO THOSE WHO ARE EXCELLENT IN THEIR NATURES, AND ARE CAPABLE OF BEING MOST USEFUL. SUCH ARE THOSE FIT TO LEAD AND TEACH, IN WHOM THE ACTION OF PROVIDENCE IS CONSPICUOUSLY SEEN; WHENEVER EITHER BY INSTRUCTION, OR GOVERNMENT, OR ADMINISTRATION, GOD WISHES TO BENEFIT. BUT HE WISHES AT ALL TIMES. WHEREFORE HE MOVES THOSE WHO ARE ADAPTED TO USEFUL EXERTION IN THE THINGS WHICH PERTAIN TO VIRTUE, AND PEACE, AND BENEFICENCE. BUT ALL THAT IS CHARACTERIZED BY VIRTUE PROCEEDS FROM VIRTUE, AND LEADS BACK TO VIRTUE. AND IT IS GIVEN EITHER IN ORDER THAT MEN MAY BECOME GOOD, OR THAT THOSE WHO ARE SO MAY MAKE USE OF THEIR NATURAL ADVANTAGES. FOR IT CO-OPERATES BOTH IN WHAT IS GENERAL AND WHAT IS PARTICULAR. HOW ABSURD, THEN, IS IT, TO THOSE WHO ATTRIBUTE DISORDER AND WICKEDNESS TO THE DEVIL, TO MAKE HIM THE BESTOWER OF PHILOSOPHY, A VIRTUOUS THING! FOR HE IS THUS ALL BUT MADE MORE BENIGNANT TO THE GREEKS, IN RESPECT OF MAKING MEN GOOD, THAN THE DIVINE PROVIDENCE AND MIND. AGAIN, I RECKON IT IS THE PART OF LAW AND OF RIGHT REASON TO ASSIGN TO EACH ONE WHAT IS APPROPRIATE TO HIM, AND BELONGS TO HIM, AND FALLS TO HIM. FOR AS THE LYRE IS ONLY FOR THE HARPER, AND THE FLUTE FOR THE FLUTE-PLAYER; SO GOOD THINGS ARE THE POSSESSIONS OF GOOD MEN. AS THE NATURE OF THE BENEFICENT IS TO DO GOOD, AS IT IS OF THE FIRE TO WARM, AND THE LIGHT TO GIVE LIGHT, AND A GOOD MAN WILL NOT DO EVIL, OR LIGHT PRODUCE DARKNESS, OR FIRE COLD; SO, AGAIN, VICE CANNOT DO AUGHT VIRTUOUS. FOR ITS ACTIVITY IS TO DO EVIL, AS THAT OF DARKNESS TO DIM THE EYES. PHILOSOPHY IS NOT, THEN, THE PRODUCT OF VICE, SINCE IT MAKES MEN VIRTUOUS; IT FOLLOWS, THEN, THAT IT IS THE WORK OF GOD, WHOSE WORK IT IS SOLELY TO DO GOOD. AND ALL THINGS GIVEN BY GOD ARE GIVEN AND RECEIVED WELL. FURTHER, IF THE PRACTICE OF PHILOSOPHY DOES NOT BELONG TO THE WICKED, BUT WAS ACCORDED TO THE BEST OF THE GREEKS, IT IS CLEAR ALSO FROM WHAT SOURCE IT WAS BESTOWED--MANIFESTLY FROM PROVIDENCE, WHICH ASSIGNS TO EACH WHAT IS BEFITTING IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS DESERTS."[4] RIGHTLY, THEN, TO THE JEWS BELONGED THE LAW, AND TO THE GREEKS PHILOSOPHY, UNTIL THE ADVENT; AND AFTER THAT CAME THE UNIVERSAL CALLING TO BE A PECULIAR PEOPLE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THROUGH THE TEACHING WHICH FLOWS FROM FAITH, BROUGHT TOGETHER BY ONE LORD, THE ONLY GOD OF BOTH GREEKS AND BARBARIANS, OR RATHER OF THE WHOLE RACE OF MEN. WE HAVE OFTEN CALLED BY THE NAME PHILOSOPHY THAT PORTION OF TRUTH ATTAINED THROUGH PHILOSOPHY, ALTHOUGH BUT PARTIAL.[1] NOW, TOO WHAT IS GOOD IN THE ARTS AS ARTS,[2] HAVE THEIR BEGINNING FROM GOD. FOR AS THE DOING OF ANYTHING ARTISTICALLY IS EMBRACED IN THE RULES OF ART, SO ALSO ACTING SAGACIOUSLY IS CLASSED UNDER THE HEAD OF SAGACITY (FRONHSIS). NOW SAGACITY IS VIRTUE, AND IT IS ITS FUNCTION TO KNOW OTHER THINGS, BUT MUCH MORE ESPECIALLY WHAT BELONGS TO ITSELF. AND WISDOM (SOFIA) BEING POWER, IS NOTHING BUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD THINGS, DIVINE AND HUMAN. BUT "THE EARTH IS GOD'S, AND THE FULNESS THEREOF,"[3] SAYS THE SCRIPTURE, TEACHING THAT GOOD THINGS COME FROM GOD TO MEN; IT BEING THROUGH DIVINE POWER AND MIGHT THAT THE DISTRIBUTION OF THEM COMES TO THE HELP OF MAN. NOW THE MODES OF ALL HELP AND COMMUNICATION FROM ONE TO ANOTHER ARE THREE. ONE IS, BY ATTENDING TO ANOTHER, AS THE MASTER OF GYMNASTICS, IN TRAINING THE BOY. THE SECOND IS, BY ASSIMILATION, AS IN THE CASE OF ONE WHO EXHORTS ANOTHER TO BENEVOLENCE BY PRACTICING IT BEFORE. THE ONE CO-OPERATES WITH THE LEARNER, AND THE OTHER BENEFITS HIM WHO RECEIVES. THE THIRD MODE IS THAT BY COMMAND, WHEN THE GYMNASTIC MASTER, NO LONGER TRAINING THE LEARNER, NOR SHOWING IN HIS OWN PERSON THE EXERCISE FOR THE BOY TO IMITATE, PRESCRIBES THE EXERCISE BY NAME TO HIM, AS ALREADY PROFICIENT IN IT. THE GNOSTIC, ACCORDINGLY, HAVING RECEIVED FROM GOD THE POWER TO BE OF SERVICE, BENEFITS SOME BY DISCIPLINING THEM, BY BESTOWING ATTENTION ON THEM; OTHERS, BY EXHORTING THEM, BY ASSIMILATION; AND OTHERS, BY TRAINING AND TEACHING THEM, BY COMMAND. AND CERTAINLY, HE HIMSELF IS EQUALLY BENEFITED BY THE LORD. THUS, THEN, THE BENEFIT THAT COMES FROM GOD TO MEN BECOMES KNOWN--ANGELS AT THE SAME TIME LENDING ENCOURAGEMENT.[4] FOR BY ANGELS, WHETHER SEEN OR NOT, THE DIVINE POWER BESTOWS GOOD THINGS. SUCH WAS THE MODE ADOPTED IN THE ADVENT OF THE LORD. AND SOMETIMES ALSO THE POWER "BREATHES" IN MEN'S THOUGHTS AND REASONINGS, AND "PUTS IN" THEIR HEARTS "STRENGTH" AND A KEENER PERCEPTION, AND FURNISHES "PROWESS" AND "BOLDNESS OF ALACRITY"[5] BOTH FOR RESEARCHES AND DEEDS. BUT EXPOSED FOR IMITATION AND ASSIMILATION ARE TRULY ADMIRABLE AND HOLY EXAMPLES OF VIRTUE IN THE ACTIONS PUT ON RECORD. FURTHER, THE DEPARTMENT OF ACTION IS MOST CONSPICUOUS BOTH IN THE TESTAMENTS OF THE LORD, AND IN THE LAWS IN FORCE AMONG THE GREEKS, AND ALSO IN THE PRECEPTS OF PHILOSOPHY. AND TO SPEAK COMPREHENSIVELY, ALL BENEFIT APPERTAINING TO LIFE, IN ITS HIGHEST REASON, PROCEEDING FROM THE SOVEREIGN GOD, THE FATHER WHO IS OVER ALL, IS CONSUMMATED BY THE SON, WHO ALSO ON THIS ACCOUNT "IS THE SAVIOR OF ALL MEN," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "BUT ESPECIALLY OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE."[6] BUT IN RESPECT OF ITS IMMEDIATE REASON, IT IS FROM THOSE NEXT TO EACH, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COMMAND AND INJUNCTION OF HIM WHO IS NEAREST THE FIRST CAUSE, THAT IS, THE LORD. 
CHAP. XVIII. THE USE OF PHILOSOPHY TO THE GNOSTIC. 
GREEK PHILOSOPHY THE RECREATION OF THE GNOSTIC. NOW OUR GNOSTIC ALWAYS OCCUPIES HIMSELF WITH THE THINGS OF HIGHEST IMPORTANCE. BUT IF AT ANY TIME HE HAS LEISURE AND TIME FOR RELAXATION FROM WHAT IS OF PRIME CONSEQUENCE, HE APPLIES HIMSELF TO HELLENIC PHILOSOPHY IN PREFERENCE TO OTHER RECREATION, FEASTING ON IT AS A KIND OF DESSERT AT SUPPER.[7] NOT THAT HE NEGLECTS WHAT IS SUPERIOR; BUT THAT HE TAKES THIS IN ADDITION, AS LONG AS PROPER, FOR THE REASONS I MENTIONED ABOVE. BUT THOSE WHO GIVE THEIR MIND TO THE UNNECESSARY AND SUPERFLUOUS POINTS OF PHILOSOPHY, AND ADDICT THEMSELVES TO WRANGLING SOPHISMS ALONE, ABANDON WHAT IS NECESSARY AND MOST ESSENTIAL, PURSUING PLAINLY THE SHADOWS OF WORDS. IT IS WELL INDEED TO KNOW ALL. BUT THE MAN WHOSE SOUL IS DESTITUTE OF THE ABILITY TO REACH TO ACQUAINTANCE WITH MANY SUBJECTS OF STUDY, WILL SELECT THE PRINCIPAL AND BETTER SUBJECTS ALONE. FOR REAL SCIENCE (EPISTHMH, WHICH WE AFFIRM THE GNOSTIC ALONE POSSESSES) IS A SURE COMPREHENSION (KATALHYIS), LEADING UP THROUGH TRUE AND SURE REASONS TO THE KNOWLEDGE (GNPSIS) OF THE CAUSE. AND HE, WHO IS ACQUAINTED WITH WHAT IS TRUE RESPECTING ANY ONE SUBJECT, BECOMES OF COURSE ACQUAINTED WITH WHAT IS FALSE RESPECTING IT. PHILOSOPHY NECESSARY. FOR TRULY IT APPEARS TO ME TO BE A PROPER POINT FOR DISCUSSION, WHETHER WE OUGHT TO PHILOSOPHIZE: FOR ITS TERMS ARE CONSISTENT. BUT IF WE ARE NOT TO PHILOSOPHIZE, WHAT THEN? (FOR NO ONE CAN CONDEMN A THING WITHOUT FIRST KNOWING IT): THE CONSEQUENCE, EVEN IN THAT CASE, IS THAT WE MUST PHILOSOPHIZE.[8] FIRST OF ALL, IDOLS ARE TO BE REJECTED. SUCH, THEN, BEING THE CASE, THE GREEKS OUGHT BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS TO LEARN TO WORSHIP ONE GOD ONLY, THE ONLY SOVEREIGN; THEN TO BE TAUGHT BY THE APOSTLE, "BUT TO US AN IDOL IS NO, THING IN THE WORLD,"[1] SINCE NOTHING AMONG CREATED THINGS CAN BE A LIKENESS OF GOD; AND FURTHER, TO BE TAUGHT THAT NONE OF THOSE IMAGES WHICH THEY WORSHIP CAN BE SIMILITUDES: FOR THE RACE OF SOULS IS NOT IN FORM SUCH AS THE GREEKS FASHION THEIR IDOLS. FOR SOULS ARE INVISIBLE; NOT ONLY THOSE THAT ARE RATIONAL, BUT THOSE ALSO OF THE OTHER ANIMALS. AND THEIR BODIES NEVER BECOME PARTS OF THE SOULS THEMSELVES, BUT ORGANS--PARTLY AS SEATS, PARTLY AS VEHICLES--AND IN OTHER CASES POSSESSIONS IN VARIOUS WAYS. BUT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO COPY ACCURATELY EVEN THE LIKENESSES OF THE ORGANS; SINCE, WERE IT SO, ONE MIGHT MODEL THE SUN, AS IT IS SEEN, AND TAKE THE LIKENESS OF THE RAINBOW IN COLORS. AFTER ABANDONING IDOLS, THEN, THEY WILL HEAR THE SCRIPTURE, "UNLESS YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS EXCEED THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES "[2] (WHO JUSTIFIED THEMSELVES IN THE WAY OF ABSTINENCE FROM WHAT WAS EVIL), SO AS, ALONG WITH SUCH, PERFECTION AS THEY EVINCED, AND "THE LOVING OF YOUR NEIGHBOR," TO BE ABLE ALSO TO DO GOOD, YOU SHALL NOT "BE KINGLY."[3] FOR INTENSIFICATION OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS ACCORDING TO THE LAW SHOWS THE GNOSTIC. SO, ONE WHO IS PLACED IN THE HEAD, WHICH IS THAT WHICH RULES ITS OWN BODY--AND WHO ADVANCES TO THE SUMMIT OF FAITH, WHICH IS THE KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS) ITSELF, FOR WHICH ALL THE ORGANS OF PERCEPTION EXIST--WILL LIKEWISE OBTAIN THE HIGHEST INHERITANCE. THE PRIMACY OF KNOWLEDGE THE APOSTLE SHOWS TO THOSE CAPABLE OF REFLECTION, IN WRITING TO THOSE GREEKS OF CORINTH, IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS: "BUT HAVING HOPE, WHEN YOUR FAITH IS INCREASED, THAT WE SHALL HE MAGNIFIED IN YOU ACCORDING TO OUR RULE ABUNDANTLY, TO PREACH THE GOSPEL BEYOND YOU."[4] HE DOES NOT MEAN THE EXTENSION OF HIS PREACHING LOCALLY: FOR HE SAYS ALSO THAT IN ACHAIA FAITH ABOUNDED; AND IT IS RELATED ALSO IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES THAT HE PREACHED THE WORD IN ATHENS.[5] BUT HE TEACHES THAT KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS), WHICH IS THE PERFECTION OF FAITH, GOES BEYOND CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MAGNITUDE OF THE LORD'S TEACHING AND THE RULE OF THE CHURCH.[6] WHEREFORE ALSO HE PROCEEDS TO ADD, "AND IF I AM RUDE IN SPEECH, YET I AM NOT IN KNOWLEDGE."[7] WHENCE IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF TRUTH? BUT LET THOSE WHO VAUNT ON ACCOUNT OF HAVING APPREHENDED THE TRUTH TELL US FROM WHOM THEY BOAST OF HAVING HEARD IT. THEY WILL NOT SAY FROM GOD, BUT WILL ADMIT THAT IT WAS FROM MEN. AND IF SO, IT IS EITHER FROM THEMSELVES THAT THEY HAVE LEARNED IT LATELY, AS SOME OF THEM ARROGANTLY BOAST, OR FROM OTHERS LIKE THEM. BUT HUMAN TEACHERS, SPEAKING OF GOD, ARE NOT RELIABLE, AS MEN. FOR HE THAT IS MAN CANNOT SPEAK WORTHILY THE TRUTH CONCERNING GOD: THE FEEBLE AND MORTAL [CANNOT SPEAK WORTHILY] OF THE UNORIGINATED AND INCORRUPTIBLE--THE WORK, OF THE WORKMAN. THEN HE WHO IS INCAPABLE OF SPEAKING WHAT IS TRUE RESPECTING HIMSELF, IS HE NOT MUCH LESS RELIABLE IN WHAT CONCERNS GOD? FOR JUST AS FAR AS MAN IS INFERIOR TO GOD IN POWER, SO MUCH FEEBLER IS MAN'S SPEECH THAN HIM; ALTHOUGH HE DOES NOT DECLARE GOD, BUT ONLY SPEAK ABOUT GOD AND THE DIVINE WORD. FOR HUMAN SPEECH IS BY NATURE FEEBLE, AND INCAPABLE OF UTTERING GOD. I DO NOT SAY HIS NAME. FOR TO NAME IT IS COMMON, NOT TO PHILOSOPHERS ONLY, BUT ALSO TO POETS. NOR [DO I SAY] HIS ESSENCE; FOR THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE, BUT THE POWER AND THE WORKS OF GOD. THOSE EVEN WHO CLAIM GOD AS THEIR TEACHER, WITH DIFFICULTY ATTAIN TO A CONCEPTION OF GOD, GRACE AIDING THEM TO THE ATTAINMENT OF THEIR MODICUM OF KNOWLEDGE; ACCUSTOMED AS THEY ARE TO CONTEMPLATE THE WILL [OF GOD] BY THE WILL, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. "FOR THE SPIRIT SEARCHES THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD. BUT THE NATURAL MAN RECEIVETH NOT THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT."[8] THE ONLY WISDOM, THEREFORE, IS THE GOD-TAUGHT WISDOM WE POSSESS; ON WHICH DEPEND ALL THE SOURCES OF WISDOM, WHICH MAKE CONJECTURES AT THE TRUTH. INTIMATIONS OF THE TEACHER'S ADVENT ASSUREDLY OF THE COMING OF THE LORD, WHO HAS TAUGHT US, TO MEN, THERE WERE A, MYRIAD INDICATORS, HERALDS, PREPARERS, PRECURSORS, FROM THE BEGINNING, FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, INTIMATING BEFOREHAND BY DEEDS AND WORDS, PROPHESYING THAT HE WOULD COME, AND WHERE, AND HOW, WHAT SHOULD BE THE SIGNS. FROM AFAR CERTAINLY LAW AND PROPHECY KEPT HIM IN VIEW BEFOREHAND. AND THEN THE PRECURSOR POINTED HIM OUT AS PRESENT. AFTER WHOM THE HERALDS POINT OUT BY THEIR TEACHING THE VIRTUE OF HIS MANIFESTATION. UNIVERSAL DIFFUSION OF THE GOSPEL A CONTRAST TO PHILOSOPHY. THE PHILOSOPHERS, HOWEVER, CHOSE TO [TEACH PHILOSOPHY] TO THE GREEKS ALONE,[9] AND NOT EVEN TO ALL OF THEM; BUT SOCRATES TO PLATO, AND PLATO TO XENOCRATES, ARISTOTLE TO THEOPHRASTUS, AND ZENO TO CLEANTHES, WHO PERSUADED THEIR OWN FOLLOWERS ALONE. BUT THE WORD OF OUR TEACHER REMAINED NOT IN JUDEA ALONE, AS PHILOSOPHY DID IN GREECE; BUT WAS DIFFUSED OVER THE WHOLE WORLD, OVER EVERY NATION, AND VILLAGE, AND TOWN, BRINGING ALREADY OVER TO THE TRUTH WHOLE HOUSES, AND EACH INDIVIDUAL OF THOSE WHO HEARD IT BY HIM HIMSELF, AND NOT A FEW OF THE PHILOSOPHERS THEMSELVES. AND IF ANY ONE RULER WHATEVER PROHIBIT THE GREEK PHILOSOPHY, IT VANISHES FORTHWITH.[1] BUT OUR DOCTRINE ON ITS VERY FIRST PROCLAMATION WAS PROHIBITED BY KINGS AND TYRANTS TOGETHER, AS WELL AS PARTICULAR RULERS AND GOVERNORS, WITH ALL THEIR MERCENARIES, AND IN ADDITION BY INNUMERABLE MEN, WARRING AGAINST US, AND ENDEAVORING AS FAR AS THEY COULD TO EXTERMINATE IT. BUT IT FLOURISHES THE MORE. FOR IT DIES NOT, AS HUMAN DOCTRINE DIES, NOR FADES AS A FRAGILE GIFT. FOR NO GIFT OF GOD IS FRAGILE. BUT IT REMAINS UNCHECKED, THOUGH PROPHESIED AS DESTINED TO BE PERSECUTED TO THE END. THUS, PLATO WRITES OF POETRY: "A POET IS A LIGHT AND A SACRED THING, AND CANNOT WRITE POETRY TILL HE BE INSPIRED AND LOSE HIS SENSES." AND DEMOCRITUS SIMILARLY: "WHATEVER THINGS A POET WRITES WITH DIVINE AFFLATUS, AND WITH A SACRED SPIRIT, ARE VERY BEAUTIFUL." AND WE KNOW WHAT SORT OF THINGS POETS SAY. AND SHALL NO ONE BE AMAZED AT THE PROPHETS OF GOD ALMIGHTY BECOMING THE ORGANS OF THE DIVINE VOICE? HAVING THEN MOLDED, AS IT WERE, A STATUE OF THE GNOSTIC, WE HAVE NOW SHOWN WHO HE IS; INDICATING IN OUTLINE, AS IT WERE, BOTH THE GREATNESS AND BEAUTY OF HIS CHARACTER. WHAT HE IS AS TO THE STUDY OF PHYSICAL PHENOMENA SHALL BE SHOWN AFTERWARDS, WHEN WE BEGIN TO TREAT OF THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. 
CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA: THE STROMATA, OR MISCELLANIES
BOOK VII.
CHAP. L. THE GNOSTIC A TRUE WORSHIPPER OF GOD, AND UNJUSTLY CALUMNIATED BY UNBELIEVERS AS AN ATHEIST. 
IT IS NOW TIME TO SHOW THE GREEKS THAT THE GNOSTIC ALONE IS TRULY PIOUS; SO THAT THE PHILOSOPHERS, LEARNING OF WHAT DESCRIPTION THE TRUE CHRISTIAN IS, MAY CONDEMN THEIR OWN STUPIDITY IN RASHLY AND INCONSIDERATELY PERSECUTING THE [CHRISTIAN] NAME, AND WITHOUT REASON CALLING THOSE IMPIOUS WHO KNOW THE TRUE GOD. AND CLEARER ARGUMENTS MUST BE EMPLOYED, I RECKON, WITH THE PHILOSOPHERS, SO THAT THEY MAY BE ABLE, FROM THE EXERCISE THEY HAVE ALREADY HAD THROUGH THEIR OWN TRAINING, TO UNDERSTAND, ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE NOT YET SHOWN THEMSELVES WORTHY TO PARTAKE OF THE POWER OF BELIEVING. THE PROPHETIC SAYINGS WE SHALL NOT AT PRESENT ADVERT TO, AS WE ARE TO AVAIL OURSELVES OF THE SCRIPTURES SUBSEQUENTLY AT THE PROPER PLACES. BUT WE SHALL POINT OUT SUMMARILY THE POINTS INDICATED BY THEM, IN OUR DELINEATION OF CHRISTIANITY, SO THAT BY TAKING THE SCRIPTURES AT ONCE (ESPECIALLY AS THEY DO NOT YET COMPREHEND THEIR UTTERANCES), WE MAY NOT INTERRUPT THE CONTINUITY OF THE DISCOURSE. BUT AFTER POINTING OUT THE THINGS INDICATED, PROOFS SHALL BE SHOWN IN ABUNDANCE TO THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED. BUT IF THE ASSERTIONS MADE BY US APPEAR TO CERTAIN OF THE MULTITUDE TO BE DIFFERENT FROM THE SCRIPTURES OF THE LORD, LET IT BE KNOWN THAT IT IS FROM THAT SOURCE THAT THEY HAVE BREATH AND LIFE; AND TAKING THEIR RISE FROM THEM, THEY PROFESS TO ADDUCE THE SENSE ONLY, NOT THE WORDS. FOR FURTHER TREATMENT, NOT BEING SEASONABLE, WILL RIGHTLY APPEAR SUPERFLUOUS. THUS, NOT TO LOOK AT WHAT IS URGENT WOULD BE EXCESSIVELY INDOLENT AND DEFECTIVE; AND "BLESSED, IN TRUTH, ARE THEY WHO, INVESTIGATING THE [SEXLESS] TESTIMONIES OF THE LORD, SHALL SEEK HIM WITH THEIR WHOLE HEART."[1] AND THE [SEXLESS] LAW AND THE PROPHETS, WITNESS OF THE LORD. IT IS, THEN, OUR PURPOSE TO PROVE THAT THE GNOSTIC ALONE IS HOLY AND PIOUS, AND WORSHIPS THE TRUE GOD IN A MANNER WORTHY OF HIM; AND THAT WORSHIP MEET FOR GOD IS FOLLOWED BY LOVING AND BEING LOVED BY GOD. HE ACCORDINGLY JUDGES ALL EXCELLENCE TO BE HONORABLE ACCORDING TO ITS WORTH; AND JUDGES THAT AMONG THE OBJECTS PERCEIVED BY OUR SENSES, WE ARE TO ESTEEM RULERS, AND PARENTS, AND EVERY ONE ADVANCED IN YEARS; AND AMONG SUBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION, THE MOST ANCIENT PHILOSOPHY AND PRIMEVAL PROPHECY; AND AMONG INTELLECTUAL IDEAS, WHAT IS OLDEST IN ORIGIN, THE TIMELESS AND UNORIGINATED FIRST PRINCIPLE, AND BEGINNING OF EXISTENCES--THE SON--FROM WHOM WE ARE TO LEARN THE REMOTER CAUSE, THE FATHER, OF THE UNIVERSE, THE MOST ANCIENT AND THE MOST BENEFICENT OF ALL; NOT CAPABLE OF EXPRESSION BY THE VOICE, BUT TO BE REVERENCED WITH REVERENCE, AND SILENCE, AND HOLY WONDER, AND SUPREMELY VENERATED; DECLARED BY THE LORD, AS FAR AS THOSE WHO LEARNED WERE CAPABLE OF COMPREHENDING, AND UNDERSTOOD BY THOSE CHOSEN BY THE LORD TO ACKNOWLEDGE; "WHOSE SENSES," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "WERE EXERCISED.''[2] THE SERVICE OF GOD, THEN, IN THE CASE OF THE GNOSTIC, IS HIS SOUL'S CONTINUAL STUDY[3] AND OCCUPATION, BESTOWED ON THE DEITY IN CEASELESS LOVE. FOR OF THE SERVICE BESTOWED ON MEN, ONE KIND IS THAT WHOSE AIM IS IMPROVEMENT, THE OTHER MINISTERIAL. THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE BODY IS THE OBJECT OF THE MEDICAL ART, OF THE SOUL OF PHILOSOPHY. MINISTERIAL SERVICE IS RENDERED TO PARENTS BY CHILDREN, TO RULERS BY SUBJECTS. SIMILARLY, ALSO, IN THE CHURCH, THE ELDERS ATTEND TO THE DEPARTMENT WHICH HAS IMPROVEMENT FOR ITS OBJECT; AND THE DEACONS TO THE MINISTERIAL. IN BOTH THESE MINISTRIES THE ANGELS[4] SERVE GOD, IN THE MANAGEMENT OF EARTHLY AFFAIRS; AND THE GNOSTIC HIMSELF MINISTERS TO GOD, AND EXHIBITS TO MEN THE SCHEME OF IMPROVEMENT, IN THE WAY IN WHICH HE HAS BEEN APPOINTED TO DISCIPLINE MEN FOR THEIR AMENDMENT. FOR HE IS ALONE PIOUS THAT SERVES GOD RIGHTLY AND UNBLAMEABLY IN HUMAN AFFAIRS. FOR AS THAT TREATMENT OF PLANTS IS BEST THROUGH WHICH THEIR FRUITS ARE PRODUCED AND GATHERED IN, THROUGH KNOWLEDGE AND SKILL IN HUSBANDRY, AFFORDING MEN THE BENEFIT ACCRUING FROM THEM; SO, THE PIETY OF THE GNOSTIC, TAKING TO ITSELF THE FRUITS OF THE MEN WHO BY HIS MEANS HAVE BELIEVED, WHEN NOT A FEW ATTAIN TO KNOWLEDGE AND ARE SAVED BY IT, ACHIEVES BY HIS SKILL THE BEST HARVEST. AND AS GODLINESS (QEOPREPEIA) IS THE HABIT WHICH PRESERVES WHAT IS BECOMING TO GOD, THE GODLY MAN IS THE ONLY LOVER OF GOD, AND SUCH WILL HE BE WHO KNOWS WHAT IS BECOMING, BOTH IN RESPECT OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF THE LIFE WHICH MUST BE LIVED BY HIM, WHO IS DESTINED TO BE DIVINE (QEP), AND IS ALREADY BEING ASSIMILATED TO GOD. SO, THEN HE IS IN THE FIRST PLACE A LOVER OF GOD. FOR AS HE WHO HONORS HIS FATHER IS A LOVER OF HIS FATHER, SO HE WHO HONORS GOD IS A LOVER OF GOD. THUS, ALSO IT APPEARS TO ME THAT THERE ARE THREE EFFECTS OF GNOSTIC POWER: THE KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS; SECOND, THE PERFORMANCE OF WHATEVER THE WORD SUGGESTS; AND THE THIRD, THE CAPABILITY OF DELIVERING, IN A WAY SUITABLE TO GOD, THE SECRETS VEILED IN THE TRUTH. HE, THEN, WHO IS PERSUADED THAT GOD IS OMNIPOTENT, AND HAS LEARNED THE DIVINE MYSTERIES FROM HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, HOW CAN HE BE AN ATHEIST (APEOS)? FOR HE IS AN ATHEIST WHO THINKS THAT GOD DOES NOT EXIST. AND HE IS SUPERSTITIOUS WHO DREADS THE DEMONS; WHO DEIFIES ALL THINGS, BOTH WOOD AND STONE; AND REDUCES TO BONDAGE SPIRIT, AND MAN WHO POSSESSES THE LIFE OF REASON.[1] 
CHAP. II. THE SON THE RULER AND SAVIOUR OF ALL. 
TO KNOW[2] GOD IS, THEN, THE FIRST STEP OF FAITH; THEN, THROUGH CONFIDENCE IN THE TEACHING OF THE SAVIOR, TO CONSIDER THE DOING OF WRONG IN ANY WAY AS NOT SUITABLE TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. SO, THE BEST THING ON EARTH IS THE MOST PIOUS MAN; AND THE BEST THING IN HEAVEN, THE NEARER IN PLACE AND PURER, IS AN ANGEL, THE PARTAKER OF THE ETERNAL AND BLESSED LIFE. BUT THE NATURE OF THE SON, WHICH IS NEAREST TO HIM WHO IS ALONE THE ALMIGHTY ONE, IS THE MOST PERFECT, AND MOST HOLY, AND MOST POTENT, AND MOST PRINCELY, AND MOST KINGLY, AND MOST BENEFICENT. THIS IS THE HIGHEST EXCELLENCE, WHICH ORDERS ALL THINGS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FATHER'S WILL, AND HOLDS THE HELM OF THE UNIVERSE IN THE BEST WAY, WITH UNWEARIED AND TIRELESS POWER, WORKING ALL THINGS IN WHICH IT OPERATES, KEEPING IN VIEW ITS HIDDEN DESIGNS. FOR FROM HIS OWN POINT OF VIEW THE SON OF GOD IS NEVER DISPLACED; NOT BEING DIVIDED, NOT SEVERED, NOT PASSING FROM PLACE TO PLACE; BEING ALWAYS EVERYWHERE, AND BEING CONTAINED NOWHERE; COMPLETE MIND, THE COMPLETE PATERNAL LIGHT; ALL EYES, SEEING ALL THINGS, HEARING ALL THINGS, KNOWING ALL THINGS, BY HIS POWER SCRUTINIZING THE POWERS. TO HIM IS PLACED IN SUBJECTION ALL THE HOST OF ANGELS AND GODS; HE, THE PATERNAL WORD, EXHIBITING[3] A THE HOLY ADMINISTRATION FOR HIM WHO PUT [ALL] IN SUBJECTION TO HIM. WHEREFORE ALSO ALL MEN ARE HIS; SOME THROUGH KNOWLEDGE, AND OTHERS NOT YET SO; AND SOME AS FRIENDS, SOME AS FAITHFUL SERVANTS, SOME AS SERVANTS MERELY. THIS IS THE TEACHER, WHO TRAINS THE GNOSTIC BY MYSTERIES, AND THE BELIEVER BY GOOD HOPES, AND THE HARD OF HEART BY CORRECTIVE DISCIPLINE THROUGH SENSIBLE OPERATION. THENCE HIS PROVIDENCE IS IN PRIVATE, IN PUBLIC, AND EVERYWHERE. AND THAT HE WHOM WE CALL SAVIOR AND LORD IS THE SON OF GOD, THE PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES EXPLICITLY PROVE. SO, THE LORD OF ALL, OF GREEKS AND OF BARBARIANS, PERSUADES THOSE WHO ARE WILLING. FOR HE DOES NOT COMPEL HIM[3] WHO (THROUGH CHOOSING AND FULFILLING, FROM HIM, WHAT PERTAINS TO LAYING HOLD OF IT THE HOPE) IS ABLE TO RECEIVE SALVATION FROM HIM. IT IS HE WHO ALSO GAVE PHILOSOPHY TO THE GREEKS BY MEANS OF THE INFERIOR ANGELS. FOR BY AN ANCIENT AND DIVINE ORDER THE ANGELS ARE DISTRIBUTED AMONG THE NATIONS.[5] BUT THE GLORY OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE IS "THE LORD'S PORTION." FOR EITHER THE LORD DOES NOT CARE FOR ALL MEN; AND THIS IS THE CASE EITHER BECAUSE HE IS UNABLE (WHICH IS NOT TO BE THOUGHT, FOR IT WOULD BE A PROOF OF WEAKNESS), OR BECAUSE HE IS UNWILLING, WHICH IS NOT THE ATTRIBUTE OF A GOOD BEING. AND HE WHO FOR OUR SAKES ASSUMED FLESH CAPABLE OF SUFFERING, IS FAR FROM BEING LUXURIOUSLY INDOLENT. OR HE DOES CARE FOR ALL, WHICH IS BEFITTING FOR HIM WHO HAS BECOME LORD OF ALL. FOR HE IS SAVIOR; NOT [THE SAVIOR] OF SOME, AND OF OTHERS NOT. BUT IN PROPORTION TO THE ADAPTATION POSSESSED BY EACH, HE HAS DISPENSED HIS BENEFICENCE BOTH TO GREEKS AND BARBARIANS, EVEN TO THOSE OF THEM THAT WERE PREDESTINATED, AND IN DUE TIME CALLED, THE FAITHFUL AND ELECT. NOR CAN HE WHO CALLED ALL EQUALLY, AND ASSIGNED SPECIAL HONORS TO THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN A SPECIALLY, EXCELLENT [OUTSTANDING] WAY, NEVER ENVY ANY. NOR CAN HE WHO IS THE LORD OF ALL, AND SERVES ABOVE ALL THE WILL OF THE GOOD AND ALMIGHTY FATHER, NEVER BE HINDERED BY ANOTHER. BUT NEITHER DOES ENVY TOUCH THE LORD, WHO WITHOUT BEGINNING WAS IMPASSIBLE; NOR ARE THE THINGS OF MEN SUCH AS TO BE ENVIED BY THE LORD. BUT IT IS ANOTHER, HE WHOM PASSION HATH TOUCHED, WHO ENVIES. AND IT CANNOT BE SAID THAT IT IS FROM IGNORANCE THAT THE LORD IS NOT WILLING TO SAVE HUMANITY, BECAUSE HE KNOWS NOT HOW EACH ONE IS TO BE CARED FOR. FOR IGNORANCE APPLIES NOT TO THE GOD WHO, BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, WAS THE COUNSELLOR OF THE FATHER. FOR HE WAS THE WISDOM "IN WHICH" THE SOVEREIGN GOD "DELIGHTED."[1] FOR THE SON IS THE POWER OF GOD, AS BEING THE FATHER'S MOST ANCIENT WORD BEFORE THE PRODUCTION OF ALL THINGS, AND HIS WISDOM. HE IS THEN PROPERLY CALLED THE TEACHER OF THE BEINGS FORMED BY HIM. NOR DOES HE EVER ABANDON CARE FOR MEN, BY BEING DRAWN ASIDE FROM PLEASURE, WHO, HAVING ASSUMED FLESH, WHICH BY NATURE IS SUSCEPTIBLE OF SUFFERING, TRAINED IT TO THE CONDITION OF IMPOSSIBILITY. AND HOW IS HE SAVIOR AND LORD, IF NOT THE SAVIOR AND LORD OF ALL? BUT HE IS THE SAVIOR OF THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED, BECAUSE OF THEIR [FAITH] L WISHING TO KNOW; AND THE LORD OF THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BELIEVED, TILL, BEING ENABLED TO CONFESS HIM, THEY OBTAIN THE PECULIAR AND APPROPRIATE BOON WHICH COMES BY HIM. NOW THE [SEXLESS] ENERGY OF THE LORD HAS A REFERENCE TO THE ALMIGHTY; AND THE SON IS, SO TO SPEAK, AN ENERGY OF THE FATHER. THEREFORE, A HATER OF MAN, THE SAVIOR CAN NEVER BE; WHO, FOR HIS EXCEEDING LOVE TO HUMAN FLESH, DESPISING NOT ITS SUSCEPTIBILITY TO SUFFERING, BUT INVESTING HIMSELF WITH IT, CAME FOR THE COMMON SALVATION OF MEN; FOR THE FAITH OF THOSE WHO HAVE CHOSEN IT, IS COMMON. NAY MORE, HE WILL NEVER NEGLECT HIS OWN WORK, BECAUSE MAN ALONE OF ALL THE OTHER LIVING CREATURES WAS IN HIS CREATION ENDOWED WITH A CONCEPTION OF GOD. NOR CAN THERE BE ANY OTHER BETTER AND MORE SUITABLE GOVERNMENT FOR MEN THAN THAT WHICH IS APPOINTED BY GOD. IT IS THEN ALWAYS PROPER FOR THE ONE WHO IS SUPERIOR BY NATURE TO BE OVER THE INFERIOR, AND FOR HIM WHO IS CAPABLE OF MANAGING AUGHT WELL TO HAVE THE MANAGEMENT OF IT ASSIGNED TO HIM. NOW THAT WHICH TRULY RULES AND PRESIDES IS THE DIVINE WORD AND HIS PROVIDENCE, WHICH INSPECTS ALL THINGS, AND DESPISES THE CARE OF NOTHING BELONGING TO IT. THOSE, THEN, WHO CHOOSE TO BELONG TO HIM, ARE THOSE WHO ARE PERFECTED THROUGH FAITH. HE, THE SON, IS, BY THE WILL OF THE ALMIGHTY FATHER, THE CAUSE OF ALL GOOD THINGS, BEING THE FIRST EFFICIENT CAUSE OF MOTION--A POWER INCAPABLE OF BEING APPREHENDED BY SENSATION. FOR WHAT HE WAS, WAS NOT SEEN BY THOSE WHO, THROUGH THE WEAKNESS OF THE FLESH, WERE INCAPABLE OF TAKING IN [THE REALITY]. BUT, HAVING ASSUMED SENSITIVE FLESH, HE CAME TO SHOW MAN WHAT WAS POSSIBLE THROUGH OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMANDMENTS. BEING, THEN, THE FATHER'S POWER, HE EASILY PREVAILS IN WHAT HE WISHES, LEAVING NOT EVEN THE MINUTEST POINT OF HIS ADMINISTRATION UNATTENDED TO. FOR OTHERWISE THE WHOLE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN WELL EXECUTED BY HIM. BUT, AS I THINK, CHARACTERISTIC OF THE HIGHEST POWER IS THE ACCURATE SCRUTINY OF ALL THE PARTS, REACHING EVEN TO THE MINUTEST, TERMINATING IN THE FIRST ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNIVERSE, WHO BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER DIRECTS THE SALVATION OF ALL; SOME OVERLOOKING, WHO ARE SET UNDER OTHERS, WHO ARE SET OVER THEM, TILL YOU COME TO THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST. FOR ON ONE ORIGINAL FIRST PRINCIPLE, WHICH ACTS ACCORDING TO THE [FATHER'S] WILL, THE FIRST AND THE SECOND AND THE THIRD DEPEND. THEN AT THE HIGHEST EXTREMITY OF THE VISIBLE WORLD IS THE BLESSED BAND OF ANGELS; [2] AND DOWN TO OURSELVES THERE ARE RANGED, SOME UNDER OTHERS, THOSE WHO, FROM ONE AND BY ONE, BOTH ARE SAVED AND SAVE. AS, THEN, THE MINUTEST PARTICLE OF STEEL IS MOVED BY THE SPIRIT OF THE HERACLEAN STONE [3] WHEN DIFFUSED [4] OVER MANY STEEL RINGS; SO ALSO, ATTRACTED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE VIRTUOUS ARE ADDED BY AFFINITY TO THE FIRST ABODE, AND THE OTHERS IN SUCCESSION DOWN TO THE LAST. BUT THOSE WHO ARE BAD FROM INFIRMITY, HAVING FALLEN FROM VICIOUS INSATIABLENESS INTO A DEPRAVED STATE, NEITHER CONTROLLING NOR CONTROLLED, RUSH ROUND AND ROUND, WHIRLED ABOUT BY THE PASSIONS, AND FALL DOWN TO THE GROUND. FOR THIS WAS THE LAW FROM THE FIRST, THAT VIRTUE SHOULD BE THE OBJECT OF VOLUNTARY CHOICE. WHEREFORE ALSO THE COMMANDMENTS, ACCORDING TO THE LAW, AND BEFORE THE LAW, NOT GIVEN TO THE UPRIGHT (FOR THE LAW IS NOT APPOINTED FOR A RIGHTEOUS MAN [5]), ORDAINED THAT HE SHOULD RECEIVE ETERNAL LIFE AND THE BLESSED PRIZE, WHO CHOSE THEM. BUT, ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY ALLOWED HIM WHO HAD BEEN DELIGHTED WITH VICE TO CONSORT WITH THE OBJECTS OF HIS CHOICE; AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, THAT THE SOUL, WHICH IS EVER IMPROVING IN THE ACQUISITION[6] OF VIRTUE AND THE INCREASE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, SHOULD OBTAIN A BETTER PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE, AS TENDING IN EACH STEP OF ADVANCEMENT TOWARDS THE HABIT OF IMPASSIBILITY, TILL "IT COME TO A PERFECT MAN,"[7] TO THE EXCELLENCE AT ONCE OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF INHERITANCE. THESE SALUTARY REVOLUTIONS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ORDER OF CHANGE, ARE DISTINGUISHED BOTH BY TIMES, AND PLACES, AND HONORS, AND COGNITIONS, AND HERITAGES, AND MINISTRIES, ACCORDING TO THE PARTICULAR ORDER OF EACH CHANGE, UP TO THE TRANSCENDENT AND CONTINUAL CONTEMPLATION OF THE LORD IN ETERNITY. NOW THAT WHICH IS LOVABLE LEADS, TO THE CONTEMPLATION OF ITSELF, EACH ONE WHO, FROM LOVE OF KNOWLEDGE, APPLIES HIMSELF ENTIRELY TO CONTEMPLATION. WHEREFORE ALSO THE LORD, DRAWING THE COMMANDMENTS, BOTH THE FIRST WHICH HE GAVE, AND THE SECOND, FROM ONE FOUNTAIN, NEITHER ALLOWED THOSE WHO WERE BEFORE THE LAW TO BE WITHOUT LAW, NOR PERMITTED THOSE WHO WERE UNACQUAINTED WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF THE BARBARIAN PHILOSOPHY TO BE WITHOUT RESTRAINT. FOR, HAVING FURNISHED THE ONE WITH THE COMMANDMENTS, AND THE OTHER WITH PHILOSOPHY, HE SHUT UP UNBELIEF TO THE ADVENT. WHENCE [1] EVERY ONE WHO BELIEVES NOT IS WITHOUT EXCUSE. FOR BY A DIFFERENT PROCESS OF ADVANCEMENT, BOTH GREEK AND BARBARIAN, HE LEADS TO THE PERFECTION WHICH IS BY FAITH. [2] AND IF ANY ONE OF THE GREEKS, PASSING OVER THE PRELIMINARY TRAINING OF THE HELLENIC PHILOSOPHY, PROCEEDS DIRECTLY TO THE TRUE TEACHING, HE DISTANCES OTHERS, THOUGH AN UNLETTERED MAN, BY CHOOSING [3] THE COMPENDIOUS PROCESS OF SALVATION BY FAITH TO PERFECTION. EVERYTHING, THEN, WHICH DID NOT HINDER A MAN'S CHOICE FROM BEING FREE, HE MADE AND RENDERED AUXILIARY TO VIRTUE, IN ORDER THAT THERE MIGHT BE REVEALED SOMEHOW OR OTHER, EVEN TO THOSE CAPABLE OF SEEING BUT DIMLY, THE ONE ONLY ALMIGHTY, GOOD GOD--FROM ETERNITY TO ETERNITY SAVING BY HIS SON. AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, HE IS IN NO RESPECT WHATEVER THE CAUSE OF EVIL. FOR ALL THINGS ARE ARRANGED WITH A VIEW TO THE SALVATION OF THE UNIVERSE BY THE LORD OF THE UNIVERSE, BOTH GENERALLY AND PARTICULARLY. IT IS THEN THE FUNCTION OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF SALVATION TO IMPROVE EVERYTHING AS FAR AS PRACTICABLE. FOR EVEN MINOR MARTEN ARE ARRANGED WITH A VIEW TO THE SALVATION OF THAT WHICH IS BETTER, AND FOR AN ABODE SUITABLE FOR PEOPLE'S CHARACTER. NOW EVERYTHING THAT IS VIRTUOUS CHANGES FOR THE BETTER; HAVING AS THE PROPER [4] CAUSE OF CHANGE THE FREE CHOICE OF KNOWLEDGE, WHICH THE SOUL HAS IN ITS OWN POWER. BUT NECESSARY CORRECTIONS, THROUGH THE GOODNESS OF THE GREAT OVERSEEING JUDGE, BOTH BY THE ATTENDANT ANGELS, AND BY VARIOUS ACTS OF ANTICIPATIVE JUDGMENT, AND BY THE PERFECT JUDGMENT, COMPEL EGREGIOUS SINNERS TO REPENT. 
CHAP. III. THE GNOSTIC AIMS AT THE NEAREST LIKENESS POSSIBLE TO GOD AND HIS SON. 
NOW I PASS OVER OTHER THINGS IN SILENCE, GLORIFYING THE LORD. BUT I AFFIRM THAT GNOSTIC SOULS, THAT SURPASS IN THE GRANDEUR OF CONTEMPLATION THE MODE OF LIFE OF EACH OF THE HOLY RANKS, AMONG WHOM THE BLESSED ABODES OF THE GODS ARE ALLOTTED BY DISTRIBUTION, RECKONED HOLY AMONG THE HOLY, TRANSFERRED ENTIRE FROM AMONG THE ENTIRE, REACHING PLACES BETTER THAN THE BETTER PLACES, EMBRACING THE DIVINE VISION NOT IN MIRRORS OR BY MEANS OF MIRRORS, BUT IN THE TRANSCENDENTLY CLEAR AND ABSOLUTELY PURE INSATIABLE VISION WHICH IS THE PRIVILEGE OF INTENSELY LOVING SOULS, HOLDING FESTIVAL THROUGH ENDLESS AGES, REMAIN HONORED WITH THE IDENTITY OF ALL [OUTSTANDING] EXCELLENCE. SUCH IS THE VISION ATTAINABLE BY "THE PURE IN HEART."[5] THIS IS THE FUNCTION OF THE GNOSTIC, WHO HAS BEEN PERFECTED, TO HAVE CONVENE WITH GOD THROUGH THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST, BEING MADE LIKE THE LORD, UP TO THE MEASURE OF HIS CAPACITY, IN THE WHOLE SERVICE OF GOD, WHICH TENDS TO THE SALVATION OF MEN, THROUGH CARE OF THE BENEFICENCE WHICH HAS US FOR ITS OBJECT; AND ON THE OTHER SIDE THROUGH WORSHIP, THROUGH TEACHING AND THROUGH BENEFICENCE IN DEEDS. THE GNOSTIC EVEN FORMS AND CREATES HIMSELF; AND BESIDES ALSO, HE, LIKE TO GOD, ADORNS THOSE WHO HEAR HIM; ASSIMILATING AS FAR AS POSSIBLE THE MODERATION WHICH, ARISING FROM PRACTICE, TENDS TO IMPOSSIBILITY, TO HIM WHO BY NATURE POSSESSES IMPOSSIBILITY; AND ESPECIALLY HAVING UNINTERRUPTED CONVERSE AND FELLOWSHIP WITH THE LORD. MILDNESS, I THINK, AND PHILANTHROPY, AND EMINENT PIETY, ARE THE RULES OF GNOSTIC ASSIMILATION. I AFFIRM THAT THESE VIRTUES "ARE A SACRIFICE ACCEPTABLE IN THE SIGHT OF GOD; "[6] HEART WITH SCRIPTURE ALLEGING THAT"[7] RIGHT KNOWLEDGE IS THE HOLOCAUST OF GOD; EACH MAN WHO IS ADMITTED TO HOLINESS BEING ILLUMINATED IN ORDER TO INDISSOLUBLE UNION. FOR "TO BRING THEMSELVES INTO CAPTIVITY," AND TO SLAY THEMSELVES, PUTTING TO DEATH "THE OLD MAN, WHO IS THROUGH LUSTS CORRUPT," AND RAISING THE NEW MAN FROM DEATH, "FROM THE OLD CONVERSATION," BY ABANDONING THE PASSIONS, AND BECOMING FREE OF SIN, BOTH THE GOSPEL AND THE APOSTLE ENJOIN. [8] IT WAS THIS, CONSEQUENTLY, WHICH THE LAW INTIMATED, BY ORDERING THE SINNER TO BE CUT OFF, AND TRANSLATED FROM DEATH TO LIFE, TO THE IMPOSSIBILITY THAT IS THE RESULT OF FAITH; WHICH THE TEACHERS OF THE LAW, NOT COMPREHENDING, INASMUCH AS THEY REGARDED THE LAW AS CONTENTIONS, THEY HAVE GIVEN A HANDLE TO THOSE WHO ATTEMPT IDLY TO CALUMNIATE THE LAW. AND FOR THIS REASON, WE RIGHTLY DO NOT SACRIFICE TO GOD, WHO, NEEDING NOTHING, SUPPLIES ALL MEN WITH ALL THINGS; BUT WE GLORIFY HIM WHO GAVE HIMSELF IN SACRIFICE FOR US, WE ALSO SACRIFICING OURSELVES; FROM THAT WHICH NEEDS NOTHING TO THAT WHICH NEEDS NOTHING, AND TO THAT WHICH IS IMPASSIBLE FROM THAT WHICH IS IMPASSIBLE. FOR IN OUR SALVATION ALONE GOD DELIGHTS. WE DO NOT THEREFORE, AND WITH REASON TOO, OFFER SACRIFICE TO HIM WHO IS NOT OVERCOME BY PLEASURES, INASMUCH AS THE FUMES OF THE SMOKE STOP FAR BENEATH, AND DO NOT EVEN REACH THE THICKEST CLOUDS; BUT THOSE THEY REACH ARE FAR FROM THEM. THE DEITY NEITHER IS, THEN, IN WANT OF AUGHT, NOR LOVES PLEASURE, OR GAIN, OR MONEY, BEING FULL, AND SUPPLYING ALL THINGS TO EVERYTHING THAT HAS RECEIVED BEING AND HAS WANTS. AND NEITHER BY SACRIFICES NOR OFFERINGS, NOR ON THE OTHER HAND BY GLORY AND HONOR, IS THE DEITY WON OVER; NOR IS HE INFLUENCED BY ANY SUCH THINGS; BUT HE APPEARS ONLY TO EXCELLENT AND GOOD MEN, WHO WILL NEVER BETRAY JUSTICE FOR THREATENED FEAR, NOR BY THE PROMISE OF CONSIDERABLE GIFTS. BUT THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN THE SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE HUMAN SOUL, AND ITS INCAPABILITY OF BEING TREATED AS A SLAVE IN WHAT RESPECTS THE CHOICE OF LIFE, BEING DISGUSTED AT WHAT IS DONE THROUGH RUDE INJUSTICE, DO NOT THINK THAT THERE IS A GOD. ON A PAR WITH THESE IN OPINION, ARE THEY WHO, FALLING INTO LICENTIOUSNESS IN PLEASURES, AND GRIEVOUS PAINS, AND UNLOOKED-FOR ACCIDENTS, AND BIDDING DEFIANCE TO EVENTS, SAY THAT THERE IS NO GOD, OR THAT, THOUGH EXISTING, HE DOES NOT OVERSEE ALL THINGS. AND OTHERS THERE ARE, WHO ARE PERSUADED THAT THOSE THEY RECKON GODS ARE CAPABLE OF BEING PREVAILED UPON BY SACRIFICES AND GIFTS, FAVORING, SO TO SPEAK, THEIR PROFLIGACIES; AND WILL NOT BELIEVE THAT HE IS THE ONLY TRUE GOD, WHO EXISTS IN THE INVARIABLENESS OF RIGHTEOUS GOODNESS. THE GNOSTIC, THEN, IS PIOUS, WHO CARES FIRST FOR HIMSELF, THEN FOR HIS NEIGHBORS, THAT THEY MAY BECOME VERY GOOD. FOR THE SON GRATIFIES A GOOD FATHER, BY SHOWING HIMSELF GOOD AND LIKE HIS FATHER; AND IN LIKE MANNER THE SUBJECT, THE GOVERNOR. FOR BELIEVING AND OBEYING ARE IN OUR OWN POWER. BUT SHOULD ANY ONE SUPPOSES THE CAUSE OF EVILS TO BE THE WEAKNESS OF MATTER, AND THE INVOLUNTARY IMPULSES OF IGNORANCE, AND (IN HIS STUPIDITY) IRRATIONAL NECESSITIES; HE WHO HAS BECOME A GNOSTIC HAS THROUGH INSTRUCTION SUPERIORITY OVER THESE, AS IF THEY WERE WILD BEASTS; AND IN IMITATION OF THE DIVINE PLAN, HE DOES GOOD TO SUCH AS ARE WILLING, AS FAR AS HE CAN. AND IF EVER PLACED IN AUTHORITY, LIKE MOSES, HE WILL RULE FOR THE SALVATION OF THE GOVERNED; AND WILL TAME WILDNESS AND FAITHLESSNESS, BY RECORDING HONOR FOR THE MOST EXCELLENT, AND PUNISHMENT FOR THE WICKED, IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON FOR THE SAKE OF DISCIPLINE. FOR PRE-EMINENTLY A DIVINE IMAGE, RESEMBLING GOD, IS THE SOUL OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN; IN WHICH, THROUGH OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMANDS, AS IN A CONSECRATED SPOT, IS ENCLOSED AND ENSHRINED THE LEADER OF MORTALS AND OF IMMORTALS, KING AND PARENT OF WHAT IS GOOD, WHO IS TRULY LAW, AND RIGHT, AND ETERNAL WORD, BEING THE ONE SAVIOR INDIVIDUALLY TO EACH, AND IN COMMON TO ALL. HE IS THE TRUE ONLY-BEGOTTEN, THE EXPRESS IMAGE OF THE GLORY OF THE UNIVERSAL KING AND ALMIGHTY FATHER, WHO IMPRESSES ON THE GNOSTIC THE SEAL OF THE PERFECT CONTEMPLATION, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN IMAGE; SO THAT THERE IS NOW A THIRD DIVINE IMAGE, MADE AS FAR AS POSSIBLE LIKE THE SECOND CAUSE, THE ESSENTIAL LIFE, THROUGH WHICH WE LIVE THE TRUE LIFE; THE GNOSTIC, AS WE REGARD HIM, BEING DESCRIBED AS MOVING AMID THINGS SURE AND WHOLLY IMMUTABLE. RULING, THEN, OVER HIMSELF AND WHAT BELONGS TO HIM, AND POSSESSING A SURE GRASP, OF DIVINE SCIENCE, HE MAKES A GENUINE APPROACH TO THE TRUTH. FOR THE KNOWLEDGE AND APPREHENSION OF INTELLECTUAL OBJECTS MUST NECESSARILY BE CALLED CERTAIN SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE, WHOSE FUNCTION IN REFERENCE TO DIVINE THINGS IS TO CONSIDER WHAT IS THE FIRST CAUSE, AND WHAT THAT "BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, AND WITHOUT WHOM NOTHING WAS MADE; "[1] AND WHAT THINGS, ON THE OTHER HAND, ARE AS PERVASIVE, AND WHAT IS COMPREHENSIVE; WHAT CONJOINED, WHAT DISJOINED; AND WHAT IS THE POSITION WHICH EACH ONE OF THEM HOLDS, AND WHAT POWER AND WHAT SERVICE EACH CONTRIBUTES. AND AGAIN. AMONG HUMAN THINGS, WHAT MAN HIMSELF IS, AND WHAT HE HAS NATURALLY OR PRETERNATURALLY; AND HOW, AGAIN, IT BECOMES HIM TO DO OR TO SUFFER; AND WHAT ARE HIS VIRTUES AND WHAT HIS VICES; AND ABOUT THINGS GOOD, BAD, AND INDIFFERENT; ALSO, ABOUT FORTITUDE, AND PRUDENCE, AND SELF-RESTRAINT, AND THE VIRTUE WHICH IS IN ALL RESPECTS COMPLETE, NAMELY, RIGHTEOUSNESS. FURTHER, HE EMPLOYS PRUDENCE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE ACQUISITION OF WISDOM, AND FORTITUDE, NOT ONLY IN THE ENDURANCE OF CIRCUMSTANCES, BUT ALSO IN RESTRAINING [2] PLEASURE AND DESIRE, GRIEF AND ANGER; AND, IN GENERAL, TO WITHSTAND [3] EVERYTHING WHICH EITHER BY ANY FORCE OR FRAUD ENTICES US. FOR IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO ENDURE VICES AND VIRTUES, BUT IT IS TO BE PERSUADED TO BEAR THINGS THAT INSPIRE FEAR. ACCORDINGLY, PAIN IS FOUND BENEFICIAL IN THE HEALING ART, AND IN DISCIPLINE, AND IN PUNISHMENT; AND BY IT, MEN'S MANNERS ARE CORRECTED TO THEIR ADVANTAGE. FORMS OF FORTITUDE ARE ENDURANCE, MAGNANIMITY, HIGH SPIRIT, LIBERALITY, AND GRANDEUR. AND FOR THIS REASON, HE NEITHER MEETS WITH THE BLAME OR THE BAD OPINION OF THE MULTITUDE; NOR IS HE SUBJECTED TO OPINIONS OR FLATTERIES. BUT IN THE ENDURANCE OF TOILS AND AT THE SAME TIME [1] IN THE DISCHARGE OF ANY DUTY, AND IN HIS MANLY SUPERIORITY TO ALL CIRCUMSTANCES, HE APPEARS TRULY A MAN (ANHR) AMONG THE REST OF HUMAN BEINGS. AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, MAINTAINING PRUDENCE, HE EXERCISES MODERATION IN THE CALMNESS OF HIS SOUL; RECEPTIVE OF WHAT IS COMMANDED, AS OF WHAT BELONGS TO HIM, ENTERTAINING AVERSION TO WHAT IS BASE, AS ALIEN TO HIM; BECOME DECOROUS AND SUPRAMUNDANE, [2] HE DOES EVERYTHING WITH DECORUM AND IN ORDER, AND TRANSGRESSES IN NO RESPECT, AND IN NOTHING. RICH HE IS IN THE HIGHEST DEGREE IN DESIRING NOTHING, AS HAVING FEW WANTS; AND BEING IN THE MIDST OF ABUNDANCE OF ALL GOOD THROUGH THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOOD. FOR IT IS THE FIRST EFFECT OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, TO LOVE TO SPEND HIS TIME AND ASSOCIATE WITH THOSE OF HIS OWN RACE BOTH IN EARTH AND HEAVEN. SO ALSO, HE IS LIBERAL OF WHAT HE POSSESSES. AND BEING A LOVER OF MEN, HE IS A HATER OF THE WICKED, ENTERTAINING A PERFECT AVERSION TO ALL VILLAINY. HE MUST CONSEQUENTLY LEARN TO BE FAITHFUL BOTH TO HIMSELF AND HIS NEIGHBORS, AND OBEDIENT TO THE COMMANDMENTS. FOR HE IS THE TRUE SERVANT OF GOD WHO SPONTANEOUSLY SUBJECTS HIMSELF TO HIS COMMANDS. AND HE WHO ALREADY, NOT THROUGH THE COMMANDMENTS, BUT THROUGH KNOWLEDGE ITSELF, IS PURE IN HEART, IS THE FRIEND OF GOD. FOR NEITHER ARE WE BORN BY NATURE POSSESSING VIRTUE, NOR AFTER WE ARE BORN DOES IT GROW NATURALLY, AS CERTAIN PARTS OF THE BODY; SINCE THEN IT WOULD NEITHER BE VOLUNTARY NOR PRAISEWORTHY. NOR IS VIRTUE, LIKE SPEECH, PERFECTED BY THE PRACTICE THAT RESULTS FROM EVERYDAY OCCURRENCES (FOR THIS IS VERY MUCH THE WAY IN WHICH VICE ORIGINATES). FOR IT IS NOT BY ANY ART, EITHER THOSE OF ACQUISITION, OR THOSE WHICH RELATE TO THE CARE OF THE BODY, THAT KNOWLEDGE IS ATTAINED. NO MORE IS IT FROM THE CURRICULUM OF INSTRUCTION. FOR THAT IS SATISFIED IF IT CAN ONLY PREPARE AND SHARPEN THE SOUL. FOR THE LAWS OF THE STATE ARE PERCHANCE ABLE TO RESTRAIN BAD ACTIONS; BUT PERSUASIVE WORDS, WHICH BUT TOUCH THE SURFACE, CANNOT PRODUCE A SCIENTIFIC PERMANENCE OF THE TRUTH. NOW THE GREEK PHILOSOPHY, AS IT WERE, PURGES THE SOUL, AND PREPARES IT BEFOREHAND FOR THE RECEPTION OF FAITH, ON WHICH THE TRUTH BUILDS UP THE EDIFICE OF KNOWLEDGE. THIS IS THE TRUE ATHLETE--HE WHO IN THE GREAT STADIUM, THE FAIR WORLD, IS CROWNED FOR THE TRUE VICTORY OVER ALL THE PASSIONS. FOR HE WHO PRESCRIBES THE CONTEST IS THE ALMIGHTY GOD, AND HE WHO AWARDS THE PRIZE IS THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN: SON OF GOD. ANGELS AND GODS ARE SPECTATORS; AND THE CONTEST, EMBRACING ALL THE VARIED EXERCISES, IS "NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD," [3] BUT AGAINST THE SPIRITUAL POWERS OF INORDINATE PASSIONS THAT WORK THROUGH THE FLESH. HE WHO OBTAINS THE MASTERY IN THESE STRUGGLES, AND OVERTHROWS THE TEMPTER, MENACING, AS IT WERE, WITH CERTAIN CONTESTS, WINS IMMORTALITY. FOR THE SENTENCE OF GOD IN MOST RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT IS INFALLIBLE. THE SPECTATORS [4] ARE SUMMONED TO THE CONTEST, AND THE ATHLETES CONTEND IN THE STADIUM; THE ONE, WHO HAS OBEYED THE DIRECTIONS OF THE TRAINER, WINS THE DAY. FOR TO ALL, ALL REWARDS PROPOSED BY GOD ARE EQUAL; AND HE HIMSELF IS UNIMPEACHABLE. AND HE WHO HAS POWER RECEIVES MERCY, AND HE THAT HAS EXERCISED WILL IS MIGHTY. SO ALSO, WE HAVE RECEIVED MIND, THAT WE MAY KNOW WHAT WE DO. AND THE MAXIM "KNOW THYSELF" MEANS HERE TO KNOW FOR WHAT WE ARE BORN. AND WE ARE BORN TO OBEY THE COMMANDMENTS, IF WE CHOOSE TO BE WILLING TO BE SAVED. SUCH IS THE NEMESIS, THROUGH WHICH THERE IS NO ESCAPING FROM GOD. MAN'S DUTY, THEN, IS OBEDIENCE TO GOD, WHO HAS PROCLAIMED SALVATION MANIFOLD BY THE COMMANDMENTS. AND CONFESSION IS THANKSGIVING. FOR THE BENEFICENT FIRST BEGINS TO DO GOOD. AND HE WHO ON FITTING CONSIDERATIONS READILY RECEIVES AND KEEPS THE COMMANDMENTS, IS FAITHFUL (PISTOS); AND HE WHO BY LOVE REQUITES BENEFITS AS FAR AS HE IS ABLE, IS ALREADY A FRIEND. ONE RECOMPENSE ON THE PART OF MEN IS OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE--THE DOING OF WHAT IS PLEASING TO GOD. AS BEING HIS OWN PRODUCTION, AND A RESULT AKIN TO HIMSELF, THE TEACHER AND SAVIOR RECEIVES ACTS OF ASSISTANCE AND OF IMPROVEMENT ON THE PART OF MEN AS A PERSONAL FAVOR AND HONOR; AS ALSO HE REGARDS THE INJURIES INFLICTED ON THOSE WHO BELIEVE ON HIM AS INGRATITUDE AND DISHONOR TO HIMSELF. FOR WHAT OTHER, DISHONOR CAN TOUCH GOD? WHEREFORE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO RENDER A RECOMPENSE AT ALL EQUIVALENT TO THE BOON RECEIVED FROM THE LORD. AND AS THOSE WHO MALTREAT PROPERTY INSULT THE OWNERS, AND THOSE WHO MALTREAT SOLDIERS INSULT THE COMMANDER, SO ALSO THE ILL-USAGE OF HIS CONSECRATED ONES IS CONTEMPT FOR THE LORD. FOR, JUST AS THE SUN NOT ONLY ILLUMINES HEAVEN AND THE WHOLE WORLD, SHINING OVER LAND AND SEA, BUT ALSO THROUGH WINDOWS AND SMALL CHINKS SENDS HIS BEAMS INTO THE INNERMOST RECESSES OF HOUSES, SO THE WORD DIFFUSED EVERYWHERE CASTS HIS EYE-GLANCE ON THE MINUTEST CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE ACTIONS OF LIFE. 
CHAP. IV. THE HEATHENS MADE GODS LIKE THEMSELVES, WHENCE SPRINGS ALL SUPERSTITION. 
NOW, AS THE GREEKS REPRESENT THE GODS AS POSSESSING HUMAN FORMS, SO ALSO DO THEY AS POSSESSING HUMAN PASSIONS. AND AS EACH OF THEM DEPICT THEIR FORMS SIMILAR TO THEMSELVES, AS XENOPHANES SAYS, "ETHIOPIANS AS BLACK AND APES [MONKEYS], THE THRACIANS RUDDY AND TAWNY;" SO ALSO, THEY ASSIMILATE THEIR SOULS TO THOSE WHO FORM THEM: THE BARBARIANS, FOR INSTANCE, WHO MAKE THEM SAVAGE AND WILD; AND THE GREEKS, WHO MAKE THEM MORE CIVILIZED, YET SUBJECT TO PASSION. WHEREFORE IT STANDS TO REASON, THAT THE IDEAS ENTERTAINED OF GOD BY WICKED MEN MUST BE BAD, AND THOSE BY GOOD MEN MOST EXCELLENT. AND THEREFORE, HE WHO IS IN SOUL TRULY KINGLY AND GNOSTIC, BEING LIKEWISE PIOUS AND FREE FROM SUPERSTITION, IS PERSUADED THAT HE WHO ALONE IS GOD IS HONORABLE, VENERABLE, AUGUST, BENEFICENT, THE DOER OF GOOD, THE AUTHOR OF ALL GOOD THINGS, BUT NOT THE CAUSE OF EVIL. AND RESPECTING THE HELLENIC SUPERSTITION WE HAVE, AS I THINK, SHOWN ENOUGH IN THE BOOK ENTITLED BY US THE EXHORTATION, AVAILING OURSELVES ABUNDANTLY OF THE HISTORY BEARING ON THE POINT. THERE IS NO NEED, THEN, AGAIN TO MAKE A LONG STORY OF WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN CLEARLY STATED. BUT IN AS FAR AS NECESSITY REQUIRES TO BE POINTED OUT ON COMING TO THE TOPIC, SUFFICE IT TO ADDUCE A FEW OUT OF MANY CONSIDERATIONS IN PROOF OF THE IMPIETY OF THOSE WHO MAKE THE DIVINITY RESEMBLE THE WORST MEN. FOR EITHER THOSE GODS OF THEIRS ARE INJURED BY MEN, AND ARE SHOWN TO BE INFERIOR TO MEN ON BEING INJURED BY US; OR, IF NOT SO, HOW IS IT THAT THEY ARE INCENSED AT THOSE BY WHOM THEY ARE NOT INJURED, LIKE A TESTY OLD WIFE ROUSED TO WRATH? AS THEY SAY THAT ARTEMIS WAS ENRAGED AT THE AETOLIANS ON ACCOUNT OF OENEUS. [1] FOR HOW, BEING A GODDESS, DID SHE NOT CONSIDER THAT HE HAD NEGLECTED TO SACRIFICE, NOT THROUGH CONTEMPT, BUT OUT OF INADVERTENCE, OR UNDER THE IDEA THAT HE HAD SACRIFICED? AND LATONA, [2] ARGUING HER CASE WITH ATHENE, ON ACCOUNT OF THE LATTER BEING INCENSED AT HER FOR HAVING BROUGHT FORTH IN THE TEMPLE, SAYS: "MAN-SLAYING SPOILS TORN FROM THE DEAD YOU LOVE TO SEE. AND THESE TO YOU ARE NOT UNCLEAN. BUT YOU REGARD MY PARTURITION HERE A HORRID THING, THOUGH OTHER CREATURES IN THE TEMPLE DO NO HARM BY BRINGING FORTH THEIR YOUNG." IT IS NATURAL, THEN, THAT HAVING A SUPERSTITIOUS DREAD OF THOSE IRASCIBLE [GODS], THEY IMAGINE THAT ALL EVENTS ARE SIGNS AND CAUSES OF EVILS. IF A MOUSE BORE THROUGH AN ALTAR BUILT OF CLAY, AND FOR WANT OF SOMETHING ELSE GNAW THROUGH AN OIL FLASK; IF A COCK THAT IS BEING FATTENED CROW IN THE EVENING, THEY DETERMINE THIS TO BE A SIGN OF SOMETHING. OF SUCH A ONE MENANDER GIVES A COMIC DESCRIPTION IN THE SUPERSTITIOUS MAN: "A. GOOD LUCK BE MINE, YE HONORED GODS! TYING MY, RIGHT SHOE'S STRING, I BROKE IT." "B. MOST LIKELY, SILLY FOOL, FOR IT WAS ROTTEN, AND YOU, NIGGARD [PENNY-PINCHER, STINGY, UNGENEROUS & SCROOGE], YOU WOULD NOT BUY NEW ONES."[3] IT WAS A CLEVER REMARK OF ANTIPHON, WHO (WHEN ONE REGARDED IT AS AN ILL OMEN THAT THE SOW HAD EATEN HER PIGS), ON SEEING HER EMACIATED THROUGH THE NIGGARDLINESS OF THE PERSON THAT KEPT HER, SAID, CONGRATULATE YOURSELF ON THE OMEN THAT, BEING SO HUNGRY, SHE DID NOT EAT YOUR OWN CHILDREN. "AND WHAT WONDER IS IT," SAYS BION, "IF THE MOUSE, FINDING NOTHING TO EAT, GNAWS THE BAG?" FOR IT WERE WONDERFUL IF (AS ARCESILAUS ARGUED IN FUN) "THE BAG HAD EATEN THE MOUSE." DIOGENES ACCORDINGLY REMARKED WELL TO ONE WHO WONDERED AT FINDING A SERPENT COILED ROUND A PESTLE: "DON'T WONDER; FOR IT WOULD HAVE BEEN MORE SURPRISING IF YOU HAD SEEN THE PESTLE COILED ROUND THE SERPENT, AND THE SERPENT STRAIGHT." FOR THE IRRATIONAL CREATURES MUST RUN, AND SCAMPER, AND FIGHT, AND BREED, AND DIE; AND THESE THINGS BEING NATURAL TO THEM, CAN NEVER BE UNNATURAL TO US. "AND MANY BIRDS BENEATH THE SUNBEAMS WALK." AND THE COMIC POET PHILEMON TREATS SUCH POINTS IN COMEDY: "WHEN I SEE ONE WHO WATCHES WHO HAS SNEEZED, OR WHO HAS SPOKE; OR LOOKING, WHO GOES ON, I STRAIGHTWAY IN THE MARKET SELL HIM OFF. EACH ONE OF US WALKS, TALKS, AND SNEEZES TOO, FOR HIS OWN SELF, NOT FOR THE CITIZENS: ACCORDING TO THEIR NATURE THINGS TURN OUT." THEN BY THE PRACTICE OF TEMPERANCE MEN SEEK HEALTH: AND BY CRAMMING THEMSELVES, AND WALLOWING IN POTATIONS AT FEASTS, THEY ATTRACT DISEASES. THERE ARE MANY, TOO, THAT DREAD INSCRIPTIONS SET UP. VERY CLEVERLY DIOGENES, ON FINDING IN THE HOUSE OF A BAD MAN THE INSCRIPTION, "HERCULES, FOR VICTORY FAMED, DWELLS HERE; LET NOTHING BAD ENTER," REMARKED, "AND HOW SHALL THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE GO IN?" THE SAME PEOPLE, WHO WORSHIP EVERY STICK AND GREASY STONE, AS THE SAYING IS, DREADS TUFTS OF TAWNY WOOL, AND LUMPS OF SALT, AND TORCHES, AND SQUILLS, AND SULPHUR, BEWITCHED BY SORCERERS, IN CERTAIN IMPURE RITES OF EXPIATION. BUT GOD, THE TRUE GOD, RECOGNIZES AS HOLY ONLY THE CHARACTER OF THE RIGHTEOUS MAN, AS UNHOLY, WRONG AND WICKEDNESS. YOU MAY SEE THE EGGS, [4] TAKEN FROM THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN PURIFIED, HATCHED IF SUBJECTED TO THE NECESSARY WARMTH. BUT THIS COULD NOT TAKE PLACE IF THEY HAD HAD TRANSFERRED TO THEM THE SINS OF THE MAN THAT HAD UNDERGONE PURIFICATION. ACCORDINGLY, THE COMIC POET DIPHILUS FACETIOUSLY WRITES, IN COMEDY, OF SORCERERS, IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "PURIFYING PROETUS' DAUGHTERS, AND THEIR FATHER PROETUS ABANTADES, AND FIFTH, AN OLD WIFE TO BOOT, SO, MANY PEOPLE'S PERSONS WITH ONE TORCH, ONE SQUILL, WITH SULPHUR AND ASPHALT OF THE LOUD-SOUNDING SEA, FROM THE PLACID-FLOWING, DEEP-FLOWING OCEAN. BUT BLEST AIR THROUGH THE CLOUDS SEND ANTICYRA THAT I MAY MAKE THIS BUG INTO A DRONE." FOR WELL MENANDER REMARKS: [1] "HAD YOU, O PHIDIAS, ANY REAL ILL, YOU, NEEDS MUST SEEK FOR IT A REAL CURE; NOW 'TIS NOT SO. AND FOR THE UNREAL ILL I'VE FOUND AN UNREAL CURE BELIEVE THAT IT WILL DO THEE GOOD. LET WOMEN IN A RING WIPE THEE, AND FROM THREE FOUNTAINS WATER BRING. ADD SALT AND LENTILS; SPRINKLE THEN THYSELF. EACH ONE IS PURE, WHO S CONSCIOUS OF NO SIN." FOR INSTANCE, THE TRAGEDY SAYS: MENELAUS. "WHAT DISEASE, ORESTES, IS DESTROYING THEE?" ORESTES. "CONSCIENCE. FOR HORRID DEEDS I KNOW I'VE DONE." [2] FOR IN REALITY THERE IS NO OTHER PURITY BUT ABSTINENCE FROM SINS. EXCELLENTLY THEN EPICHARMUS SAYS: "IF A PURE MIND THOU HAST, IN THY WHOLE BODY THOU ART PURE." NOW ALSO WE SAY THAT IT IS REQUISITE TO PURIFY THE SOUL FROM CORRUPT AND BAD DOCTRINES BY RIGHT REASON; AND SO THEREAFTER TO THE RECOLLECTION OF THE PRINCIPAL HEADS OF DOCTRINE. SINCE ALSO BEFORE THE COMMUNICATION OF THE MYSTERIES THEY THINK IT RIGHT TO APPLY CERTAIN PURIFICATIONS TO THOSE WHO ARE TO BE INITIATED; SO, IT IS REQUISITE FOR MEN TO ABANDON IMPIOUS OPINION, AND THUS TURN TO THE TRUE TRADITION. 
CHAP. V. THE HOLY SOUL A MORE EXCELLENT TEMPLE THAN ANY EDIFICE BUILT BY MAN. 
FOR IS IT NOT THE CASE THAT RIGHTLY AND TRULY WE DO NOT CIRCUMSCRIBE IN ANY PLACE THAT WHICH CANNOT BE CIRCUMSCRIBED; NOR DO WE SHUT UP IN TEMPLES MADE WITH HANDS THAT WHICH CONTAINS ALL THINGS? WHAT WORK OF BUILDERS, AND STONECUTTERS, AND MECHANICAL ART CAN BE HOLY? SUPERIOR TO THESE ARE NOT THEY WHO THINK THAT THE AIR, AND THE ENCLOSING SPACE, OR RATHER THE WHOLE WORLD AND THE UNIVERSE, ARE MEET FOR THE EXCELLENCY OF GOD? IT WAS INDEED RIDICULOUS, AS THE PHILOSOPHERS THEMSELVES SAY, FOR MAN, THE PLAYTHING [3] OF GOD, TO MAKE GOD, AND FOR GOD TO BE THE PLAYTHING [4] OF ART; SINCE WHAT IS MADE IS SIMILAR AND THE SAME TO THAT OF WHICH IT IS MADE, AS THAT WHICH IS MADE OF IVORY IS IVORY, AND THAT WHICH IS MADE OF GOLD GOLDEN. NOW THE IMAGES AND TEMPLES CONSTRUCTED BY MECHANICS ARE MADE OF INERT MATTER; SO THAT THEY TOO ARE INERT, AND MATERIAL, AND PROFANE; AND IF YOU PERFECT THE ART, THEY PARTAKE OF MECHANICAL COARSENESS. WORKS OF ART CANNOT THEN BE SACRED AND DIVINE. AND WHAT CAN BE LOCALIZED, THERE BEING NOTHING THAT IS NOT LOCALIZED? SINCE ALL THINGS ARE IN A PLACE. AND THAT WHICH IS LOCALIZED HAVING BEEN FORMERLY NOT LOCALIZED, IS LOCALIZED BY SOMETHING. IF, THEN, GOD IS LOCALIZED BY MEN, HE WAS ONCE NOT LOCALIZED, AND DID NOT EXIST AT ALL. FOR THE NON- EXISTENT IS WHAT IS NOT LOCALIZED; SINCE WHATEVER DOES NOT EXIST IS NOT LOCALIZED. AND WHAT EXISTS CANNOT BE LOCALIZED BY WHAT DOES NOT EXIST; NOR BY ANOTHER ENTITY. FOR IT IS ALSO AN ENTITY. IT FOLLOWS THAT IT MUST BE BY ITSELF. AND HOW SHALL ANYTHING GENERATE ITSELF? OR HOW SHALL THAT WHICH EXISTS PLACE ITSELF AS TO BEING? WHETHER, BEING FORMERLY NOT LOCALIZED, HAS IT LOCALIZED ITSELF? BUT IT WAS NOT IN EXISTENCE; SINCE WHAT EXISTS NOT IS NOT LOCALIZED. AND ITS LOCALIZATION BEING SUPPOSED, HOW CAN IT AFTERWARDS MAKE ITSELF WHAT IT PREVIOUSLY WAS? BUT HOW CAN HE, TO WHOM THE THINGS THAT ARE BELONG, NEED ANYTHING? BUT WERE GOD POSSESSED OF A HUMAN FORM, HE WOULD NEED, EQUALLY WITH MAN, FOOD, AND SHELTER, AND HOUSE, AND THE ATTENDANT INCIDENTS. THOSE WHO ARE LIKE IN FORM AND AFFECTIONS WILL REQUIRE SIMILAR SUSTENANCE. AND IF SACRED (TP IERON) HAS A TWOFOLD APPLICATION, DESIGNATING BOTH GOD HIMSELF AND THE STRUCTURE RAISED TO HIS HONOR, [5] HOW SHALL WE NOT WITH PROPRIETY CALL THE CHURCH HOLY, THROUGH KNOWLEDGE, MADE FOR THE HONOR OF GOD, SACRED (IERON) TO GOD, OF GREAT VALUE, AND NOT CONSTRUCTED BY MECHANICAL ART, NOR EMBELLISHED BY THE HAND OF AN IMPOSTOR, BUT BY THE WILL OF GOD FASHIONED INTO A TEMPLE ? FOR IT IS NOT NOW THE PLACE, BUT THE ASSEMBLAGE OF THE ELECT, [6] THAT I CALL THE CHURCH. THIS TEMPLE IS BETTER FOR THE RECEPTION OF THE GREATNESS OF THE DIGNITY OF GOD. FOR THE LIVING CREATURE WHICH IS OF HIGH VALUE, IS MADE SACRED BY THAT WHICH IS WORTH ALL, OR RATHER WHICH HAS NO EQUIVALENT, IN VIRTUE OF THE EXCEEDING SANCTITY OF THE LATTER. NOW THIS IS THE GNOSTIC, WHO IS OF GREAT VALUE, WHO IS HONORED BY GOD, IN WHOM GOD IS ENSHRINED, THAT IS, THE KNOWLEDGE RESPECTING GOD IS CONSECRATED. HERE, TOO, WE SHALL FIND THE DIVINE LIKENESS AND THE HOLY IMAGE IN THE RIGHTEOUS SOUL, WHEN IT IS BLESSED IN BEING PURIFIED AND PERFORMING BLESSED DEEDS. HERE ALSO WE SHALL FIND THAT WHICH IS LOCALIZED, AND THAT WHICH IS BEING LOCALIZED, THE FORMER IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO ARE ALREADY GNOSTICS, AND THE LATTER IN THE CASE OF THOSE CAPABLE OF BECOMING SO, ALTHOUGH NOT YET WORTHY OF RECEIVING THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. FOR EVERY BEING DESTINED TO BELIEVE IS ALREADY FAITHFUL IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, AND SET UP FOR HIS HONOR, AN IMAGE, ENDOWED WITH VIRTUE, DEDICATED TO GOD. 
CHAP. VI. PRAYERS AND PRAISE FROM A PURE MIND, CEASELESSLY OFFERED, FAR BETTER THAN SACRIFICES. 
AS, THEN, GOD IS NOT CIRCUMSCRIBED BY PLACE, NEITHER IS EVER REPRESENTED BY THE FORM OF A LIVING CREATURE; SO, NEITHER HAS HE SIMILAR PASSIONS, NOR HAS HE WANTS LIKE THE CREATURES, SO AS TO DESIRE SACRIFICE, FROM HUNGER, BY WAY OF FOOD. THOSE CREATURES WHICH ARE AFFECTED BY PASSION ARE ALL MORTAL. AND IT IS USELESS TO BRING FOOD TO ONE WHO IS NOT NOURISHED. AND THAT COMIC POET PHERECRATES, IN THE FUGITIVES, FACETIOUSLY REPRESENTS THE GODS THEMSELVES AS FINDING FAULT WITH MEN ON THE SCORE OF THEIR SACRED RITES: "WHEN TO THE GODS YOU SACRIFICE, SELECTING WHAT OUR PORTION IS, 'IT IS SHAME TO TELL, DO YE NOT TAKE, AND BOTH THE THIGHS, CLEAN TO THE GROINS, THE LOINS QUITE BARE, THE BACKBONE, TOO, CLEAN SCRAPE AS WITH A FILE, THEM SWALLOW, AND THE REMNANT GIVE TO US AS IF TO DOGS? AND THEN, AS IF OF ONE ANOTHER 'SHAMED, WITH HEAPS OF SALTED BARLEY HIDE." [1] AND EUBULUS, ALSO A COMIC POET, THUS WRITES RESPECTING SACRIFICES: "BUT TO THE GODS THE TAIL ALONE AND THIGH, AS IF TO PEDERASTS [INDULGES IN PEDERASTY] YOU SACRIFICE." AND INTRODUCING DIONYSUS IN SEMELE, HE REPRESENTS HIM DISPUTING: "FIRST IF THEY OFFER AUGHT TO ME, THERE ARE WHO OFFER BLOOD, THE BLADDER, NOT THE HEART OR CAUL. FOR I NO FLESH DO EVER EAT THAT'S SWEETER THAN THE THIGH." [2] AND MENANDER WRITES: "THE END OF THE LOIN, THE BILE [GALL], THE BONES UNEATABLE, THEY SET BEFORE THE GODS; THE REST THEMSELVES CONSUME." FOR IS NOT THE SAVOR OF THE HOLOCAUSTS AVOIDED BY THE BEASTS? AND IF IN REALITY THE SAVOR IS THE GUERDON OF THE GODS OF THE GREEKS, SHOULD THEY NOT FIRST DEIFY THE COOKS, WHO ARE DIGNIFIED WITH EQUAL HAPPINESS, AND WORSHIP THE CHIMNEY ITSELF, WHICH IS CLOSER STILL TO THE MUCH-PRIZED SAVOR? AND HESIOD SAYS THAT ZEUS, CHEATED IN A DIVISION OF FLESH BY PROMETHEUS, RECEIVED THE WHITE BONES OF AN OX, CONCEALED WITH CUNNING ART, IN SHINING FAT: "WHENCE TO THE IMMORTAL GODS THE TRIBES OF MEN THE VICTIM'S WHITE BONES ON THE ALTARS BURN." BUT THEY WILL BY NO MEANS SAY THAT THE DEITY, ENFEEBLED THROUGH THE DESIRE THAT SPRINGS FROM WANT, IS NOURISHED. ACCORDINGLY, THEY WILL REPRESENT HIM AS NOURISHED WITHOUT DESIRE LIKE A PLANT, AND LIKE BEASTS THAT BURROW. THEY SAY THAT THESE GROW INNOXIOUSLY, NOURISHED EITHER BY THE DENSITY IN THE AIR, OR FROM THE EXHALATIONS PROCEEDING FROM THEIR OWN BODY. THOUGH IF THE DEITY, THOUGH NEEDING NOTHING, IS ACCORDING TO THEM NOURISHED, WHAT NECESSITY HAS HE FOR FOOD, WANTING NOTHING? BUT IF, BY NATURE NEEDING NOTHING, HE DELIGHTS TO BE HONORED, IT IS NOT WITHOUT REASON THAT WE HONOR GOD IN PRAYER; AND THUS, THE BEST AND HOLIEST SACRIFICE WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS WE BRING, PRESENTING IT AS AN OFFERING TO THE MOST RIGHTEOUS WORD, BY WHOM WE RECEIVE KNOWLEDGE, GIVING GLORY BY HIM FOR WHAT [3] WE HAVE LEARNED. THE ALTAR, THEN, THAT IS WITH US HERE, THE TERRESTRIAL ONE, IS THE CONGREGATION OF THOSE WHO DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO PRAYERS, HAVING AS IT WERE ONE COMMON VOICE AND ONE MIND. NOW, IF NOURISHING SUBSTANCES TAKEN IN BY THE NOSTRILS ARE DIVINER THAN THOSE TAKEN IN BY THE MOUTH, YET THEY INFER RESPIRATION. WHAT, THEN, DO THEY SAY OF GOD? WHETHER DOES HE EXHALE LIKE THE TRIBE OF OAKS? [4] OR DOES HE ONLY INHALE, LIKE THE AQUATIC ANIMALS, BY THE DILATATION OF THEIR GILLS? OR DOES HE BREATHE ALL ROUND, LIKE THE INSECTS, BY THE COMPRESSION OF THE SECTION BY MEANS OF THEIR WINGS? BUT NO ONE, IF HE IS IN HIS SENSES, WILL LIKEN GOD TO ANY OF THESE. AND THE CREATURES THAT BREATHE BY THE EXPANSION OF THE LUNG TOWARDS THE THORAX DRAW IN THE AIR. THEN IF THEY ASSIGN TO GOD VISCERA, AND ARTERIES, AND VEINS, AND NERVES, AND PARTS, THEY WILL MAKE HIM IN NOTHING DIFFERENT FROM MAN. NOW BREATHING TOGETHER (SUMPNOIA) IS PROPERLY SAID OF THE CHURCH. FOR THE SACRIFICE OF THE CHURCH IS THE WORD BREATHING AS INCENSE [6] FROM HOLY SOULS, THE SACRIFICE AND THE WHOLE MIND BEING AT THE SAME TIME UNVEILED TO GOD. NOW THE VERY ANCIENT ALTAR IN DELOS THEY CELEBRATED AS HOLY; WHICH ALONE, BEING UNDEFILED BY SLAUGHTER AND DEATH, THEY SAY PYTHAGORAS APPROACHED. AND WILL THEY NOT BELIEVE US WHEN WE SAY THAT THE RIGHTEOUS SOUL IS THE TRULY SACRED ALTAR, AND THAT INCENSE ARISING FROM IT IS HOLY PRAYER? BUT I BELIEVE SACRIFICES WERE INVENTED BY MEN TO BE A PRETEXT FOR EATING FLESH. [7] BUT WITHOUT SUCH IDOLATRY HE WHO WISHED MIGHT HAVE PARTAKEN OF FLESH. FOR THE SACRIFICES OF THE LAW EXPRESS FIGURATIVELY THE PIETY WHICH WE PRACTICE, AS THE TURTLE-DOVE AND THE PIGEON OFFERED FOR SINS POINT OUT THAT THE CLEANSING OF THE IRRATIONAL PART OF THE SOUL IS ACCEPTABLE TO GOD. BUT IF ANY ONE OF THE RIGHTEOUS DOES NOT BURDEN HIS SOUL BY THE EATING OF FLESH, HE HAS THE ADVANTAGE OF A RATIONAL REASON, NOT AS PYTHAGORAS AND HIS FOLLOWERS DREAM OF THE TRANSMIGRATION OF THE SOUL. NOW XENOCRATES, TREATING BY HIMSELF OF "THE FOOD DERIVED FROM ANIMALS," AND POLEMON IN HIS WORK ON LIFE ACCORDING, TO NATURE, SEEM CLEARLY TO SAY THAT ANIMAL FOOD IS UNWHOLESOME, INASMUCH AS IT HAS ALREADY BEEN ELABORATED AND ASSIMILATED TO THE SOULS OF THE IRRATIONAL CREATURES. SO ALSO, IN PARTICULAR, THE JEWS ABSTAIN FROM SWINE'S FLESH ON THE GROUND OF THIS ANIMAL BEING UNCLEAN; SINCE MORE THAN THE OTHER ANIMALS IT ROOTS UP, AND DESTROYS THE PRODUCTIONS OF THE GROUND. BUT IF THEY SAY THAT THE ANIMALS WERE ASSIGNED TO MEN--AND WE AGREE WITH THEM--YET IT WAS NOT ENTIRELY FOR FOOD. NOR WAS IT ALL ANIMALS, BUT SUCH AS DO NOT WORK. WHEREFORE THE COMIC POET PLATO SAYS NOT BADLY IN THE DRAMA OF THE FEASTS: "FOR OF THE QUADRUPEDS WE SHOULD NOT SLAY IN FUTURE AUGHT BUT SWINE. FOR THESE HAVE FLESH MOST TOOTHSOME; AND ABOUT THE PIG IS NAUGHT FOR US, EXCEPTING BRISTLES, MUD, AND NOISE." WHENCE AESOP SAID NOT BADLY, THAT "SWINE SQUEAKED OUT VERY LOUDLY, BECAUSE, WHEN THEY WERE DRAGGED, THEY KNEW THAT THEY WERE GOOD FOR NOTHING BUT FOR SACRIFICE." WHEREFORE ALSO CLEANTHES SAYS, "THAT THEY HAVE SOUL [1] INSTEAD OF SALT," THAT THEIR FLESH MAY NOT PUTREFY. SOME, THEN, EAT THEM AS USELESS, OTHERS AS DESTRUCTIVE OF FRUITS. AND OTHERS DO NOT EAT THEM, BECAUSE THE ANIMAL HAS A STRONG SENSUAL PROPENSITY. SO, THEN, THE LAW SACRIFICES NOT THE GOAT, EXCEPT IN THE SOLE CASE OF THE BANISHMENT OF SINS; [2] SINCE PLEASURE IS THE METROPOLIS OF VICE. IT IS TO THE POINT ALSO THAT IT IS SAID THAT THE EATING OF GOAT'S FLESH CONTRIBUTES TO EPILEPSY. AND THEY SAY THAT THE GREATEST INCREASE IS PRODUCED BY SWINE'S FLESH. WHEREFORE IT IS BENEFICIAL TO THOSE WHO EXERCISE THE BODY; BUT TO THOSE WHO DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SOUL IT IS NOT SO, ON ACCOUNT OF THE HEBETUDE THAT RESULTS FROM THE EATING OF FLESH. PERCHANCE ALSO SOME GNOSTIC WILL ABSTAIN FROM THE EATING OF FLESH FOR THE SAKE OF TRAINING, AND IN ORDER THAT THE FLESH MAY NOT GROW WANTON IN AMOROUSNESS. "FOR WINE," SAYS ANDROCYDES, "AND GLUTTONOUS FEEDS OF FLESH MAKE THE BODY STRONG, BUT THE SOUL MORE SLUGGISH." ACCORDINGLY, SUCH FOOD, IN ORDER TO CLEAR UNDERSTANDING, IS TO BE REJECTED. WHEREFORE ALSO THE EGYPTIANS, IN THE PURIFICATIONS PRACTICED AMONG THEM, DO NOT ALLOW THE PRIESTS TO FEED ON FLESH; BUT THEY USE CHICKENS, AS LIGHTEST; AND THEY DO NOT TOUCH FISH, ON ACCOUNT OF CERTAIN FABLES, BUT ESPECIALLY ON ACCOUNT OF SUCH FOOD MAKING THE FLESH FLABBY. BUT NOW TERRESTRIAL ANIMALS AND BIRDS BREATHE THE SAME AIR AS OUR VITAL SPIRITS, BEING POSSESSED OF A VITAL PRINCIPLE COGNATE WITH THE AIR. BUT IT IS SAID THAT FISHES DO NOT BREATHE THIS AIR, BUT THAT WHICH WAS MIXED WITH THE WATER AT THE INSTANT OF ITS FIRST CREATION, AS WELL AS WITH THE REST OF THE ELEMENTS, WHICH IS ALSO A SIGN OF THE PERMANENCE OF MATTER. [3] WHEREFORE WE OUGHT TO OFFER TO GOD SACRIFICES NOT COSTLY, BUT SUCH AS HE LOVES. AND THAT COMPOUNDED INCENSE WHICH IS MENTIONED IN THE LAW, IS THAT WHICH CONSISTS OF MANY TONGUES AND VOICES IN PRAYER, [4] OR RATHER OF DIFFERENT NATIONS AND NATURES, PREPARED BY THE GIFT VOUCHSAFED IN THE DISPENSATION FOR "THE UNITY OF THE FAITH," AND BROUGHT TOGETHER IN PRAISES, WITH A PURE MIND, AND JUST AND RIGHT CONDUCT, FROM HOLY WORKS AND RIGHTEOUS PRAYER. FOR IN THE ELEGANT LANGUAGE OF POETRY, "WHO IS SO GREAT A FOOL, AND AMONG MEN SO VERY EASY OF BELIEF, AS THINKS THE GODS, WITH FRAUD OF FLESHLESS BONES AND BILE ALL BURNT, NOT FIT FOR HUNGRY DOGS TO EAT, DELIGHTED ARE, AND TAKE THIS AS THEIR PRIZE, AND FAVOR SHOW TO THOSE WHO TREAT THEM THUS," THOUGH THEY HAPPEN TO BE TYRANTS AND ROBBERS? BUT WE SAY THAT THE FIRE SANCTIFIES S NOT FLESH, BUT SINFUL SOULS; MEANING NOT THE ALL-DEVOURING VULGAR FIRE [6] BUT THAT OF WISDOM, WHICH PERVADES THE SOUL PASSING THROUGH THE FIRE. 
CHAP. VII. WHAT SORT OF PRAYER THE GNOSTIC EMPLOYS, AND HOW IT IS HEARD BY GOD? 
NOW WE ARE COMMANDED TO REVERENCE AND TO HONOR THE SAME ONE, BEING PERSUADED THAT HE IS WORD, SAVIOR, AND LEADER, AND BY HIM, THE FATHER, NOT ON SPECIAL DAYS, AS SOME OTHERS, BUT DOING THIS CONTINUALLY IN OUR WHOLE LIFE, AND IN EVERY WAY. CERTAINLY THE ELECT RACE JUSTIFIED BY THE PRECEPT SAYS, "SEVEN TIMES A DAY HAVE I PRAISED THEE."[7] WHENCE NOT IN A SPECIFIED PLACE,[8] OR SELECTED TEMPLE, OR AT CERTAIN FESTIVALS AND ON APPOINTED DAYS, BUT DURING HIS WHOLE LIFE, THE GNOSTIC IN EVERY PLACE, EVEN IF HE BE ALONE BY HIMSELF, AND WHEREVER HE HAS ANY OF THOSE WHO HAVE EXERCISED THE LIKE FAITH, HONORS GOD, THAT IS, ACKNOWLEDGES HIS GRATITUDE FOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE WAY TO LIVE. AND IF THE PRESENCE OF A GOOD MAN, THROUGH THE RESPECT AND REVERENCE WHICH HE INSPIRES, ALWAYS IMPROVES HIM WITH WHOM HE ASSOCIATES, WITH MUCH MORE REASON DOES NOT HE WHO ALWAYS HOLDS UNINTERRUPTED CONVERSE WITH GOD BY KNOWLEDGE, LIFE, AND THANKSGIVING, GROW AT EVERY STEP SUPERIOR TO HIMSELF IN ALL RESPECTS--IN CONDUCT, IN WORDS, IN DISPOSITION? SUCH AN ONE IS PERSUADED THAT GOD IS EVER BESIDE HIM, AND DOES NOT SUPPOSE THAT HE IS CONFINED IN CERTAIN LIMITED PLACES; SO THAT UNDER THE IDEA THAT AT TIMES HE IS WITHOUT HIM, HE MAY INDULGE IN EXCESSES NIGHT AND DAY. HOLDING FESTIVAL, THEN, IN OUR WHOLE LIFE, PERSUADED THAT GOD IS ALTOGETHER ON EVERY SIDE PRESENT, WE CULTIVATE OUR FIELDS, PRAISING; WE SAIL THE SEA, HYMNING; IN ALL THE REST OF OUR CONVERSATION WE CONDUCT OURSELVES ACCORDING TO RULE.[1] THE GNOSTIC, THEN, IS VERY CLOSELY ALLIED TO GOD, BEING AT ONCE GRAVE AND CHEERFUL IN ALL THINGS,--GRAVE ON ACCOUNT OF THE BENT OF HIS SOUL TOWARDS THE DIVINITY, AND CHEERFUL ON ACCOUNT OF HIS CONSIDERATION OF THE BLESSINGS OF HUMANITY WHICH GOD HATH GIVEN US. NOW THE EXCELLENCE OF KNOWLEDGE IS EVIDENTLY PRESENTED BY THE PROPHET WHEN HE SAYS, "BENIGNITY, AND INSTRUCTION, AND KNOWLEDGE TEACH ME,"[2] MAGNIFYING THE SUPREMACY OF PERFECTION BY A CLIMAX. HE IS, THEN, THE TRULY KINGLY MAN; HE IS THE SACRED HIGH PRIEST OF GOD. AND THIS IS EVEN NOW OBSERVED AMONG THE MOST SAGACIOUS OF THE BARBARIANS, IN ADVANCING THE SACERDOTAL CASTE TO THE ROYAL POWER. HE, THEREFORE, NEVER SURRENDERS HIMSELF TO THE RABBLE THAT RULES SUPREME OVER THE THEATRES, AND GIVES NO ADMITTANCE EVEN IN A DREAM TO THE THINGS WHICH ARE SPOKEN, DONE, AND SEEN FOR THE SAKE OF ALLURING PLEASURES; NEITHER, THEREFORE, TO THE PLEASURES OF SIGHT, NOR THE VARIOUS PLEASURES WHICH ARE FOUND IN OTHER ENJOYMENTS, AS COSTLY INCENSE AND ODORS, WHICH BEWITCH THE NOSTRILS, OR PREPARATIONS OF MEATS, AND INDULGENCES IN DIFFERENT WINES, WHICH ENSNARE THE PALATE, OR FRAGRANT BOUQUETS OF MANY FLOWERS, WHICH THROUGH THE SENSES EFFEMINATE THE SOUL. BUT ALWAYS TRACING UP TO GOD THE GRAVE ENJOYMENT OF ALL THINGS, HE OFFERS THE FIRST-FRUITS OF FOOD, AND DRINK, AND UNGUENTS TO THE GIVER OF ALL, ACKNOWLEDGING HIS THANKS IN THE GIFT AND IN THE USE OF THEM BY THE WORD GIVEN TO HIM. HE RARELY GOES TO CONVIVIAL BANQUETS OF ALL AND SUNDRY, UNLESS THE ANNOUNCEMENT TO HIM OF THE FRIENDLY AND HARMONIOUS CHARACTER OF THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUCE HIM TO GO. FOR HE IS CONVINCED THAT GOD KNOWS AND PERCEIVES ALL THINGS--NOT THE WORDS ONLY, BUT ALSO THE THOUGHT; SINCE EVEN OUR SENSE OF HEARING, WHICH ACTS THROUGH THE PASSAGES OF THE BODY, HAS THE APPREHENSION [BE LONGING TO IT] NOT THROUGH CORPOREAL POWER, BUT THROUGH A PSYCHICAL PERCEPTION, AND THE INTELLIGENCE WHICH DISTINGUISHES SIGNIFICANT SOUNDS. GOD IS NOT, THEN, POSSESSED OF HUMAN FORM, SO AS TO HEAR; NOR NEEDS HE SENSES, AS THE STOICS HAVE DECIDED, "ESPECIALLY HEARING AND SIGHT; FOR HE COULD NEVER OTHERWISE APPREHEND." BUT THE SUSCEPTIBILITY OF THE AIR, AND THE INTENSELY KEEN PERCEPTION OF THE ANGELS, [3] AND THE POWER WHICH REACHES THE SOUL'S CONSCIOUSNESS, BY INEFFABLE POWER AND WITHOUT SENSIBLE HEARING, KNOW ALL THINGS AT THE MOMENT OF THOUGHT. AND SHOULD ANY ONE SAYS THAT THE VOICE DOES NOT REACH GOD, BUT IS ROLLED DOWNWARDS IN THE AIR, YET THE THOUGHTS OF THE SAINTS CLEAVE NOT THE AIR ONLY, BUT THE WHOLE WORLD. AND THE DIVINE POWER, WITH THE SPEED OF LIGHT, SEES THROUGH THE WHOLE SOUL. WELL! DO NOT ALSO VOLITIONS SPEAK TO GOD, UTTERING THEIR VOICE? AND ARE THEY NOT CONVEYED BY CONSCIENCE? AND WHAT VOICE SHALL HE WAIT FOR, WHO, ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE, KNOWS THE ELECT ALREADY, EVEN BEFORE HIS BIRTH, KNOWS WHAT IS TO BE AS ALREADY EXISTENT? DOES NOT THE LIGHT OF POWER SHINE DOWN TO THE VERY BOTTOM OF THE WHOLE SOUL; "THE LAMP OF KNOWLEDGE," AS THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, SEARCHING "THE RECESSES"? GOD IS ALL EAR AND ALL EYE, IF WE MAY BE PERMITTED TO USE THESE EXPRESSIONS. IN GENERAL, THEN, AN UNWORTHY OPINION OF GOD PRESERVES NO PIETY, EITHER IN HYMNS, OR DISCOURSES, OR WRITINGS, OR DOGMAS, BUT DIVERTS TO GROVELING AND UNSEEMLY IDEAS AND NOTIONS. WHENCE THE COMMENDATION OF THE MULTITUDE DIFFERS NOTHING FROM CENSURE, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR IGNORANCE OF THE TRUTH. THE OBJECTS, THEN, OF DESIRES AND ASPIRATIONS, AND, IN A WORD, OF THE MIND'S IMPULSES, ARE THE SUBJECTS OF PRAYERS. WHEREFORE, NO MAN DESIRES A DRAUGHT, BUT TO DRINK WHAT IS DRINKABLE; AND NO MAN DESIRES AN INHERITANCE, BUT TO INHERIT. AND IN LIKE MANNER NO MAN DESIRES KNOWLEDGE, BUT TO KNOW; OR A RIGHT GOVERNMENT, BUT TO TAKE PART IN THE GOVERNMENT. THE SUBJECTS OF OUR PRAYERS, THEN, ARE THE SUBJECTS OF OUR REQUESTS, AND THE SUBJECTS OF REQUESTS ARE THE OBJECTS OF DESIRES. PRAYER, THEN, AND DESIRE, FOLLOW IN ORDER, WITH THE VIEW OF POSSESSING THE BLESSINGS AND ADVANTAGES OFFERED. THE GNOSTIC, THEN, WHO IS SUCH BY POSSESSION, MAKES HIS PRAYER AND REQUEST FOR THE TRULY GOOD THINGS WHICH APPERTAIN TO THE SOUL, AND PRAYS, HE HIMSELF ALSO CONTRIBUTING HIS EFFORTS TO ATTAIN TO THE HABIT OF GOODNESS, SO AS NO LONGER TO HAVE THE THINGS THAT ARE GOOD AS CERTAIN LESSONS BELONGING TO HIM, BUT TO BE GOOD. WHEREFORE ALSO IT IS MOST INCUMBENT ON SUCH TO PRAY, KNOWING AS THEY DO THE DIVINITY RIGHTLY, AND HAVING THE MORAL EXCELLENCE SUITABLE TO HIM; WHO KNOW WHAT THINGS ARE REALLY GOOD, AND WHAT ARE TO BE ASKED, AND WHEN AND HOW IN EACH INDIVIDUAL CASE. IT IS THE EXTREMIST STUPIDITY TO ASK OF THEM WHO ARE NO GODS, AS IF THEY WERE GODS; OR TO ASK THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT BENEFICIAL, BEGGING EVILS FOR THEMSELVES UNDER THE APPEARANCE OF GOOD THINGS. WHENCE, AS IS RIGHT, THERE BEING ONLY ONE GOOD GOD, THAT SOME GOOD THINGS BE GIVEN FROM HIM ALONE, AND THAT SOME REMAIN, WE AND THE ANGELS PRAY. BUT NOT SIMILARLY. FOR IT IS NOT THE SAME THING TO PRAY THAT THE GIFT REMAINS, AND TO ENDEAVOR TO OBTAIN IT FOR THE FIRST TIME. THE AVERTING OF EVILS IS A SPECIES OF PRAYER; BUT SUCH PRAYER IS NEVER TO BE USED FOR THE INJURY OF MEN, EXCEPT THAT THE GNOSTIC, IN DEVOTING ATTENTION TO RIGHTEOUSNESS, MAY MAKE USE OF THIS PETITION IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO ARE PAST FEELING. PRAYER IS, THEN, TO SPEAK MORE BOLDLY, CONVERSE WITH GOD. THOUGH WHISPERING, CONSEQUENTLY, AND NOT OPENING THE LIPS, WE SPEAK IN SILENCE, YET WE CRY INWARDLY. [1] FOR GOD HEARS CONTINUALLY ALL THE INWARD CONVERSE. SO ALSO WE RAISE THE HEAD AND LIFT THE HANDS TO HEAVEN, AND SET THE FEET IN MOTION[2] AT THE CLOSING UTTERANCE OF THE PRAYER, FOLLOWING THE EAGERNESS OF THE SPIRIT DIRECTED TOWARDS THE INTELLECTUAL ESSENCE; AND ENDEAVORING TO ABSTRACT THE BODY FROM THE EARTH, ALONG WITH THE DISCOURSE, RAISING THE SOUL ALOFT, WINGED WITH LONGING FOR BETTER THINGS, WE COMPEL IT TO ADVANCE TO THE REGION OF HOLINESS, MAGNANIMOUSLY DESPISING THE CHAIN OF THE FLESH. FOR WE KNOW RIGHT WELL, THAT THE GNOSTIC WILLINGLY PASSES OVER THE WHOLE WORLD, AS THE JEWS CERTAINLY DID OVER EGYPT, SHOWING CLEARLY, ABOVE ALL, THAT HE WILL BE AS NEAR AS POSSIBLE TO GOD. NOW, IF SOME ASSIGN DEFINITE HOURS FOR PRAYER--AS, FOR EXAMPLE, THE THIRD, AND SIXTH, AND NINTH-- YET THE GNOSTIC PRAYS THROUGHOUT HIS WHOLE LIFE, ENDEAVORING BY PRAYER TO HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD. [3] AND, BRIEFLY, HAVING REACHED TO THIS, HE LEAVES BEHIND HIM ALL THAT IS OF NO SERVICE, AS HAVING NOW RECEIVED THE PERFECTION OF THE MAN THAT ACTS BY LOVE. BUT THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE HOURS INTO A THREEFOLD DIVISION, HONORED WITH AS MANY PRAYERS, THOSE ARE ACQUAINTED WITH, WHO KNOW THE BLESSED TRIAD OF THE HOLY ABODES. [4] HAVING GOT TO THIS POINT, I RECOLLECT THE DOCTRINES ABOUT THERE BEING NO NECESSITY TO PRAY, INTRODUCED BY CERTAIN OF THE HETERODOX, THAT IS, THE FOLLOWERS OF THE HERESY OF PRODICUS. THAT THEY MAY NOT THEN BE INFLATED WITH CONCEIT ABOUT THIS GODLESS WISDOM OF THEIRS, AS IF IT WERE STRANGE, LET THEM LEARN THAT IT WAS EMBRACED BEFORE BY THE PHILOSOPHERS CALLED CYRENAICS. [5] NEVERTHELESS, THE UNHOLY KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS) OF THOSE FALSELY CALLED [GNOSTICS] SHALL MEET WITH CONFUTATION AT A FITTING TIME; SO THAT THE ASSAULT ON THEM, BY NO MEANS BRIEF, MAY NOT, BY BEING INTRODUCED INTO THE COMMENTARY, BREAK THE DISCOURSE IN HAND, IN WHICH WE ARE SHOWING THAT THE ONLY REALLY HOLY AND PIOUS MAN IS HE WHO IS TRULY A GNOSTIC ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE CHURCH, TO WHOM ALONE THE PETITION MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WILL OF GOD IS GRANTED,[6] ON ASKING AND ON THINKING. FOR AS GOD CAN DO ALL THAT HE WISHES, SO THE GNOSTIC RECEIVES ALL THAT HE ASKS. FOR, UNIVERSALLY, GOD KNOWS THOSE WHO ARE AND THOSE WHO ARE NOT WORTHY OF GOOD THINGS; WHENCE HE GIVES TO EACH WHAT IS SUITABLE. WHEREFORE TO THOSE THAT ARE UNWORTHY, THOUGH THEY ASK OFTEN, HE WILL NOT GIVE; BUT HE WILL GIVE TO THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY. NOR IS PETITION SUPERFLUOUS, THOUGH GOOD THINGS ARE GIVEN WITHOUT CLAIM. NOW THANKSGIVING AND REQUEST FOR THE CONVERSION OF OUR NEIGHBORS IS THE FUNCTION OF THE GNOSTIC; AS ALSO THE LORD PRAYED, GIVING THANKS FOR THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF HIS MINISTRY, PRAYING THAT AS MANY AS POSSIBLE MIGHT ATTAIN TO KNOWLEDGE; THAT IN THE SAVED, BY SALVATION, THROUGH KNOWLEDGE, GOD MIGHT BE GLORIFIED, AND HE WHO IS ALONE GOOD AND ALONE SAVIOR MIGHT BE ACKNOWLEDGED THROUGH THE SON FROM AGE TO AGE. BUT ALSO, FAITH, THAT ONE WILL RECEIVE, IS A SPECIES OF PRAYER GNOSTICALLY LAID UP IN STORE. BUT IF ANY OCCASION OF CONVERSE WITH GOD BECOMES PRAYER, NO OPPORTUNITY OF ACCESS TO GOD OUGHT TO BE OMITTED. WITHOUT DOUBT, THE HOLINESS OF THE GNOSTIC, IN UNION WITH [GOD'S] BLESSED PROVIDENCE, EXHIBITS IN VOLUNTARY CONFESSION THE PERFECT BENEFICENCE OF GOD. FOR THE HOLINESS OF THE GNOSTIC, AND THE RECIPROCAL BENEVOLENCE OF THE FRIEND OF GOD, ARE A KIND OF CORRESPONDING MOVEMENT OF PROVIDENCE. FOR NEITHER IS GOD INVOLUNTARILY GOOD, AS THE FIRE IS WARMING; BUT IN HIM THE IMPARTING OF GOOD THINGS IS VOLUNTARY, EVEN IF HE RECEIVE THE REQUEST PREVIOUSLY. NOR SHALL HE WHO IS SAVED BE SAVED AGAINST HIS WILL, FOR HE IS NOT INANIMATE; BUT HE WILL ABOVE ALL VOLUNTARILY AND OF FREE CHOICE SPEED TO SALVATION. WHEREFORE ALSO MAN RECEIVED THE COMMANDMENTS IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT BE SELF- IMPELLED, TO WHATEVER HE WISHED OF THINGS TO BE CHOSEN AND TO BE AVOIDED. WHEREFORE GOD DOES NOT DO GOOD BY NECESSITY, BUT FROM HIS FREE CHOICE BENEFITS THOSE WHO SPONTANEOUSLY TURN. FOR THE PROVIDENCE WHICH EXTENDS TO US FROM GOD IS NOT MINISTERIAL, AS THAT SERVICE WHICH PROCEEDS FROM INFERIORS TO SUPERIORS. BUT IN PITY FOR OUR WEAKNESS, THE CONTINUAL DISPENSATIONS OF PROVIDENCE WORK, AS THE CARE OF SHEPHERDS TOWARDS THE SHEEP, AND OF A KING TOWARDS HIS SUBJECTS; WE OURSELVES ALSO CONDUCTING OURSELVES OBEDIENTLY TOWARDS OUR SUPERIORS, WHO TAKE THE MANAGEMENT OF US, AS APPOINTED, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COMMISSION FROM GOD WITH WHICH THEY ARE INVESTED. CONSEQUENTLY, THOSE WHO RENDER THE MOST FREE AND KINGLY SERVICE, WHICH IS THE RESULT OF A PIOUS MIND AND OF KNOWLEDGE, ARE SERVANTS AND ATTENDANTS OF THE DIVINITY. EACH PLACE, THEN, AND TIME, IN WHICH WE ENTERTAIN THE IDEA OF GOD, IS IN REALITY SACRED. WHEN, THEN, THE MAN WHO CHOOSES WHAT IS RIGHT, AND IS AT THE SAME TIME OF THANKFUL HEART, MAKES HIS REQUEST IN PRAYER, HE CONTRIBUTES TO THE OBTAINING OF IT, GLADLY TAKING HOLD IN PRAYER OF THE THING DESIRED. FOR WHEN THE GIVER OF GOOD THINGS PERCEIVES THE SUSCEPTIBILITY ON OUR PART, ALL GOOD THINGS FOLLOW AT ONCE THE CONCEPTION OF THEM. CERTAINLY, IN PRAYER THE CHARACTER IS SIFTED, HOW IT STANDS WITH RESPECT TO DUTY. BUT IF VOICE AND EXPRESSION ARE GIVEN US, FOR THE SAKE OF UNDERSTANDING, HOW CAN GOD NOT HEAR THE SOUL ITSELF, AND THE MIND, SINCE ASSUREDLY SOUL HEARS SOUL, AND MIND, MIND? WHENCE GOD DOES NOT WAIT FOR LOQUACIOUS TONGUES, AS INTERPRETERS AMONG MEN, BUT KNOWS ABSOLUTELY THE THOUGHTS OF ALL; AND WHAT THE VOICE INTIMATES TO US, THAT OUR THOUGHT, WHICH EVEN BEFORE THE CREATION HE KNEW WOULD COME INTO OUR MIND, SPEAKS TO GOD. PRAYER, THEN, MAY BE UTTERED WITHOUT THE VOICE, BY CONCENTRATING THE WHOLE SPIRITUAL NATURE WITHIN ON EXPRESSION BY THE MIND, IN UN-DISTRACTED TURNING TOWARDS GOD. AND SINCE THE DAWN IS AN IMAGE OF THE DAY OF BIRTH, AND FROM THAT POINT THE LIGHT WHICH HAS SHONE FORTH AT FIRST FROM THE DARKNESS INCREASES, THERE HAS ALSO DAWNED ON THOSE INVOLVED IN DARKNESS A DAY OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF TRUTH. IN CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE MANNER OF THE SUN'S RISING, PRAYERS ARE MADE LOOKING TOWARDS THE SUNRISE IN THE EAST. WHENCE ALSO THE MOST ANCIENT TEMPLES LOOKED TOWARDS THE WEST, THAT PEOPLE MIGHT BE TAUGHT TO TURN TO THE EAST WHEN FACING THE IMAGES. [1] "LET MY PRAYER BE DIRECTED BEFORE THEE AS INCENSE, THE UPLIFTING OF MY HANDS AS THE EVENING SACRIFICE,"[2] SAY THE PSALMS. IN THE CASE OF WICKED MEN, THEREFORE, PRAYER IS MOST INJURIOUS, NOT TO OTHERS ALONE, BUT TO THEMSELVES ALSO. IF, THEN, THEY SHOULD ASK AND RECEIVE WHAT THEY CALL PIECES OF GOOD FORTUNE, THESE INJURE THEM AFTER THEY RECEIVE THEM, BEING IGNORANT HOW TO USE THEM. FOR THEY PRAY TO POSSESS WHAT THEY HAVE NOT, AND THEY ASK THINGS WHICH SEEM, BUT ARE NOT, GOOD THINGS. [3] BUT THE GNOSTIC WILL ASK THE PERMANENCE OF THE THINGS HE POSSESSES, ADAPTATION FOR WHAT IS TO TAKE PLACE, AND THE ETERNITY OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HE SHALL RECEIVE. AND THE THINGS WHICH ARE REALLY GOOD, THE THINGS WHICH CONCERN THE SOUL, HE PRAYS THAT THEY MAY BELONG TO HIM, AND REMAIN WITH HIM. AND SO, HE DESIRES NOT ANYTHING THAT IS ABSENT, BEING CONTENT WITH WHAT IS PRESENT. FOR HE IS NOT DEFICIENT IN THE GOOD THINGS WHICH ARE PROPER TO HIM; BEING ALREADY SUFFICIENT FOR HIMSELF, THROUGH DIVINE GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE. BUT HAVING BECOME SUFFICIENT IN HIMSELF, HE STANDS IN NO WANT OF OTHER THINGS. BUT KNOWING THE SOVEREIGN WILL, AND POSSESSING AS SOON AS HE PRAYS, BEING BROUGHT INTO CLOSE CONTACT WITH THE ALMIGHTY POWER, AND EARNESTLY DESIRING TO BE SPIRITUAL, THROUGH BOUNDLESS LOVE, HE IS UNITED TO THE SPIRIT. THUS HE, BEING MAGNANIMOUS, POSSESSING, THROUGH KNOWLEDGE, WHAT IS THE MOST PRECIOUS OF ALL, THE BEST OF ALL, BEING QUICK IN APPLYING HIMSELF TO CONTEMPLATION, RETAINS IN HIS SOUL THE PERMANENT ENERGY OF THE OBJECTS OF HIS CONTEMPLATION, THAT IS THE PERSPICACIOUS KEENNESS OF KNOWLEDGE. AND THIS POWER HE STRIVES TO HIS UTMOST TO ACQUIRE, BY OBTAINING COMMAND OF ALL THE INFLUENCES WHICH WAR AGAINST THE MIND; AND BY APPLYING HIMSELF WITHOUT INTERMISSION TO SPECULATION, BY EXERCISING HIMSELF IN THE TRAINING OF ABSTINENCE FROM PLEASURES, AND OF FIGHT CONDUCT IN WHAT HE DOES; AND BESIDES, FURNISHED WITH GREAT EXPERIENCE BOTH IN STUDY AND IN LIFE, HE HAS FREEDOM OF SPEECH, NOT THE POWER OF A BABBLING TONGUE, BUT A POWER WHICH EMPLOYS PLAIN LANGUAGE, AND WHICH NEITHER FOR FAVOR NOR FEAR CONCEALS AUGHT OF THE THINGS WHICH MAY BE WORTHILY SAID AT THE FITTING TIME, IN WHICH IT IS HIGHLY NECESSARY TO SAY THEM. HE, THEN, HAVING RECEIVED THE THINGS RESPECTING GOD FROM THE MYSTIC CHOIR OF THE TRUTH ITSELF, EMPLOYS LANGUAGE WHICH URGES THE MAGNITUDE OF VIRTUE IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS WORTH; AND SHOWS ITS RESULTS WITH AN INSPIRED ELEVATION OF PRAYER, BEING ASSOCIATED GNOSTICALLY, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, WITH INTELLECTUAL AND SPIRITUAL OBJECTS. WHENCE HE IS ALWAYS MILD AND MEEK, ACCESSIBLE, AFFABLE, LONG-SUFFERING, GRATEFUL, ENDUED WITH A GOOD CONSCIENCE. SUCH A MAN IS RIGID, NOT ALONE SO AS NOT TO BE CORRUPTED, BUT SO AS NOT TO BE TEMPTED. FOR HE NEVER EXPOSES HIS SOUL TO SUBMISSION, OR CAPTURE AT THE HANDS OF PLEASURE AND PAIN. IF THE WORD, WHO IS JUDGE, CALL; HE, HAVING GROWN INFLEXIBLE, AND NOT INDULGING A WHIR THE PASSIONS, WALKS UNSWERVINGLY WHERE JUSTICE ADVISES HIM TO GO; BEING VERY WELL PERSUADED THAT ALL THINGS ARE MANAGED CONSUMMATELY WELL, AND THAT PROGRESS TO WHAT IS BETTER GOES ON IN THE CASE OF SOULS THAT HAVE CHOSEN VIRTUE, TILL THEY COME TO THE GOOD ITSELF, TO THE FATHER'S VESTIBULE, SO TO SPEAK, CLOSE TO THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST. SUCH IS OUR GNOSTIC, FAITHFUL, PERSUADED THAT THE AFFAIRS OF THE UNIVERSE ARE MANAGED IN THE BEST WAY. PARTICULARLY, HE IS WELL PLEASED WITH ALL THAT HAPPENS. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON, THEN, HE ASKS FOR NONE OF THOSE THINGS IN LIFE REQUIRED FOR NECESSARY USE; BEING PERSUADED THAT GOD, WHO KNOWS ALL THINGS, SUPPLIES THE GOOD WITH WHATEVER IS FOR THEIR BENEFIT, EVEN THOUGH THEY DO NOT ASK. FOR MY VIEW IS, THAT AS ALL THINGS ARE SUPPLIED TO THE MAN OF ART ACCORDING TO THE RULES OF ART, AND TO THE GENTILE IN A GENTILE WAY, SO ALSO TO THE GNOSTIC ALL THINGS ARE SUPPLIED GNOSTICALLY. AND THE MAN WHO TURNS FROM AMONG THE GENTILES WILL ASK FOR FAITH, WHILE HE THAT ASCENDS TO KNOWLEDGE WILL ASK FOR THE PERFECTION OF LOVE. AND THE GNOSTIC, WHO HAS REACHED THE SUMMIT, WILL PRAY THAT CONTEMPLATION MAY GROW AND ABIDE, AS THE COMMON MAN WILL FOR CONTINUAL GOOD HEALTH. NAY, HE WILL PRAY THAT HE MAY NEVER FALL FROM VIRTUE; GIVING HIS MOST STRENUOUS CO-OPERATION IN ORDER THAT HE MAY BECOME INFALLIBLE. FOR HE KNOWS THAT SOME OF THE ANGELS, THROUGH CARELESSNESS, WERE HURLED TO THE EARTH, NOT HAVING YET QUITE REACHED THAT STATE OF ONENESS, BY EXTRICATING THEMSELVES FROM THE PROPENSITY TO THAT OF DUALITY. BUT HIM, WHO FROM THIS HAS TRAINED HIMSELF TO THE SUMMIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND THE ELEVATED HEIGHT OF THE PERFECT MAN, ALL THINGS RELATING TO TIME AND PLACE HELP ON, NOW THAT HE HAS MADE IT HIS CHOICE TO LIVE INFALLIBLY, AND SUBJECTS HIMSELF TO TRAINING IN ORDER TO THE ATTAINMENT OF THE STABILITY OF KNOWLEDGE ON EACH SIDE. BUT IN THE CASE OF THOSE IN WHOM THERE IS STILL A HEAVY CORNER, LEANING DOWNWARDS, EVEN THAT PART WHICH HAS BEEN ELEVATED BY FAITH IS DRAGGED DOWN. IN HIM, THEN, WHO BY GNOSTIC TRAINING HAS ACQUIRED VIRTUE WHICH CANNOT BE LOST, HABIT BECOMES NATURE. AND JUST AS WEIGHT IN A STONE, SO THE KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH AN ONE IS INCAPABLE OF BEING LOST. NOT WITHOUT, BUT THROUGH THE EXERCISE OF WILL, AND BY THE FORCE OF REASON, AND KNOWLEDGE, AND PROVIDENCE, IS IT BROUGHT TO BECOME INCAPABLE OF BEING LOST. THROUGH CARE IT BECOMES INCAPABLE OF BEING LOST. HE WILL EMPLOY CAUTION SO AS TO AVOID SINNING, AND CONSIDERATION TO PREVENT THE LOSS OF VIRTUE. NOW KNOWLEDGE APPEARS TO PRODUCE CONSIDERATION, BY TEACHING TO PERCEIVE THE THINGS THAT ARE CAPABLE OF CONTRIBUTING TO THE PERMANENCE OF VIRTUE. THE HIGHEST THING IS, THEN, THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD; WHEREFORE ALSO BY IT, VIRTUE IS SO PRESERVED AS TO BE INCAPABLE OF BEING LOST. AND HE WHO KNOWS GOD IS HOLY AND PIOUS. THE GNOSTIC HAS CONSEQUENTLY BEEN DEMONSTRATED BY US TO BE THE ONLY PIOUS MAN. HE REJOICES IN GOOD THINGS PRESENT, AND IS GLAD ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE PROMISED, AS IF THEY WERE ALREADY PRESENT. FOR THEY DO NOT ELUDE HIS NOTICE, AS IF THEY WERE STILL ABSENT, BECAUSE HE KNOWS BY ANTICIPATION WHAT SORT THEY ARE. BEING THEN PERSUADED BY KNOWLEDGE HOW EACH FUTURE THING SHALL BE, HE POSSESSES IT. FOR WANT AND DEFECT ARE MEASURED WITH REFERENCE TO WHAT APPERTAINS TO ONE. IF, THEN, HE POSSESSES WISDOM, AND WISDOM IS A DIVINE THING, HE WHO PARTAKES OF WHAT HAS NO WANT WILL HIMSELF HAVE NO WANT. FOR THE IMPARTING OF WISDOM DOES NOT TAKE PLACE BY ACTIVITY AND RECEPTIVITY MOVING AND STOPPING EACH OTHER, OR BY AUGHT BEING ABSTRACTED OR BECOMING DEFECTIVE. ACTIVITY IS THEREFORE SHOWN TO BE UNDIMINISHED IN THE ACT OF COMMUNICATION. SO, THEN, OUR GNOSTIC POSSESSES ALL GOOD THINGS, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE; BUT NOT LIKEWISE IN NUMBER; SINCE OTHERWISE HE WOULD BE INCAPABLE OF CHANGING HIS PLACE THROUGH THE DUE INSPIRED STAGES OF ADVANCEMENT AND ACTS OF ADMINISTRATION. HIM GOD HELPS, BY HONORING HIM WITH CLOSER OVERSIGHT. FOR WERE NOT ALL THINGS MADE FOR THE SAKE OF GOOD MEN, FOR THEIR POSSESSION AND ADVANTAGE, OR RATHER SALVATION? HE WILL NOT THEN DEPRIVE, OF THE THINGS WHICH EXIST FOR THE SAKE OF VIRTUE, THOSE FOR WHOSE SAKE THEY WERE CREATED. FOR, EVIDENTLY IN HONOR OF THEIR EXCELLENT NATURE AND THEIR HOLY CHOICE, HE INSPIRES THOSE WHO HAVE MADE CHOICE OF A GOOD LIFE WITH STRENGTH FOR THE REST OF THEIR SALVATION; EXHORTING SOME, AND HELPING OTHERS, WHO OF THEMSELVES HAVE BECOME WORTHY. FOR ALL GOOD IS CAPABLE OF BEING PRODUCED IN THE GNOSTIC; IF INDEED IT IS HIS AIM TO KNOW AND DO EVERYTHING INTELLIGENTLY. AND AS THE PHYSICIAN, MINISTERS HEALTH TO THOSE WHO CO-OPERATE WITH HIM IN ORDER TO HEALTH, SO ALSO GOD MINISTERS ETERNAL SALVATION TO THOSE WHO CO-OPERATE FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF KNOWLEDGE AND GOOD CONDUCT; AND SINCE WHAT THE COMMANDMENTS ENJOIN ARE IN OUR OWN POWER, ALONG WITH THE PERFORMANCE OF THEM, THE PROMISE IS ACCOMPLISHED. AND WHAT FOLLOWS SEEMS TO ME TO BE EXCELLENTLY SAID BY THE GREEKS. AN ATHLETE OF NO MEAN REPUTATION AMONG THOSE OF OLD, HAVING FOR A LONG TIME SUBJECTED HIS BODY TO THOROUGH TRAINING IN ORDER TO THE ATTAINMENT OF MANLY STRENGTH, ON GOING UP TO THE OLYMPIC GAMES, CAST HIS EYE ON THE STATUE OF THE PISAEAN ZEUS, AND SAID: "O ZEUS, IF ALL THE REQUISITE PREPARATIONS FOR THE CONTEST HAVE BEEN MADE BY ME, COME, GIVE ME THE VICTORY, AS IS RIGHT." FOR SO, IN THE CASE OF THE GNOSTIC, WHO HAS UNBLAMEABLY AND WITH A GOOD CONSCIENCE FULFILLED ALL THAT DEPENDS ON HIM, IN THE DIRECTION OF LEARNING, AND TRAINING, AND WELL-DOING, AND PLEASING GOD, THE WHOLE CONTRIBUTES TO CARRY SALVATION ON TO PERFECTION. FROM US, THEN, ARE DEMANDED THE THINGS WHICH ARE IN OUR OWN POWER, AND OF THE THINGS WHICH PERTAIN TO US, BOTH PRESENT AND ABSENT, THE CHOICE, AND DESIRE, AND POSSESSION, AND USE, AND PERMANENCE. WHEREFORE ALSO HE WHO HOLDS CONVERSE WITH GOD MUST HAVE HIS SOUL IMMACULATE AND STAINLESSLY PURE, IT BEING ESSENTIAL TO HAVE MADE HIMSELF PERFECTLY GOOD. BUT ALSO, IT BECOMES HIM TO MAKE ALL HIS PRAYERS GENTLY WITH THE GOOD. FOR IT IS A DANGEROUS THING TO TAKE PART IN OTHERS' SINS. ACCORDINGLY, THE GNOSTIC WILL PRAY ALONG WITH THOSE WHO HAVE MORE RECENTLY BELIEVED, FOR THOSE THINGS IN RESPECT OF WHICH IT IS THEIR DUTY TO ACT TOGETHER. AND HIS WHOLE LIFE IS A HOLY FESTIVAL. [1] HIS SACRIFICES ARE PRAYERS, AND PRAISES, AND READINGS IN THE SCRIPTURES BEFORE MEALS, AND PSALMS AND HYMNS DURING MEALS AND BEFORE BED, AND PRAYERS ALSO AGAIN DURING NIGHT. BY THESE HE UNITES HIMSELF TO THE DIVINE CHOIR, FROM CONTINUAL RECOLLECTION, ENGAGED IN CONTEMPLATION WHICH HAS EVERLASTING REMEMBRANCE. AND WHAT? DOES HE NOT ALSO KNOW THE OTHER KIND OF SACRIFICE, WHICH CONSISTS IN THE GIVING BOTH OF DOCTRINES AND OF MONEY TO THOSE WHO NEED? ASSUREDLY. BUT HE DOES NOT USE WORDY PRAYER BY HIS MOUTH; HAVING LEARNED TO ASK OF THE LORD WHAT IS REQUISITE. IN EVERY PLACE, THEREFORE, BUT NOT OSTENSIBLY AND VISIBLY TO THE MULTITUDE, HE WILL PRAY. BUT WHILE ENGAGED IN WALKING, IN CONVERSATION, WHILE IN SILENCE, WHILE ENGAGED IN READING AND IN WORKS ACCORDING TO REASON, HE IN EVERY MOOD PRAYS. [2] IF HE BUT FORM THE THOUGHT IN THE SECRET CHAMBER OF HIS SOUL, AND CALL ON THE FATHER "WITH UNSPOKEN GROANINGS,"[3] HE IS NEAR, AND IS AT HIS SIDE, WHILE YET SPEAKING. INASMUCH AS THERE ARE BUT THREE ENDS OF ALL ACTION, HE DOES EVERYTHING FOR ITS EXCELLENCE AND UTILITY; BUT DOING AUGHT FOR THE SAKE OF PLEASURE, [4] HE LEAVES TO THOSE WHO PURSUE THE COMMON LIFE. 
CHAP. VIII. THE GNOSTIC SO ADDICTED TO TRUTH AS NOT TO NEED TO USE AN OATH. 
THE MAN OF PROVED CHARACTER IN SUCH PIETY IS FAR FROM BEING APT TO LIE AND TO SWEAR. FOR AN OATH IS A DECISIVE AFFIRMATION, WITH THE TAKING OF THE DIVINE NAME. FOR HOW CAN HE, THAT IS ONCE FAITHFUL, SHOW HIMSELF UNFAITHFUL, SO AS TO REQUIRE AN OATH; AND SO THAT HIS LIFE MAY NOT BE A SURE AND DECISIVE OATH? HE LIVES, AND WALKS, AND SHOWS THE TRUSTWORTHINESS OF HIS AFFIRMATION IN AN UNWAVERING AND SURE LIFE AND SPEECH. AND IF THE WRONG LIES IN THE JUDGMENT OF ONE WHO DOES AND SAYS [SOMETHING], AND NOT IN THE SUFFERING OF ONE WHO HAS BEEN WRONGED, [5] HE WILL NEITHER LIE NOR COMMIT PERJURY SO AS TO WRONG THE DEITY, KNOWING THAT IT BY NATURE IS INCAPABLE OF BEING HARMED. NOR YET WILL HE LIE OR COMMIT ANY TRANSGRESSION, FOR THE SAKE OF THE NEIGHBOR WHOM HE HAS LEARNED TO LOVE, THOUGH HE BE NOT ON TERMS OF INTIMACY. MUCH MORE, CONSEQUENTLY, WILL HE NOT LIE OR PERJURE HIMSELF ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT, SINCE HE NEVER WITH HIS WILL CAN BE FOUND DOING WRONG TO HIMSELF. BUT HE DOES NOT EVEN SWEAR, PREFERRING TO MAKE AVERMENT, IN AFFIRMATION BY "YEA," AND IN DENIAL BY "NAY." FOR IT IS AN OATH TO SWEAR, OR TO PRODUCE [6] ANYTHING FROM THE MIND IN THE WAY OF CONFIRMATION IN THE SHAPE OF AN OATH. IT SUFFICES, THEN, WITH HIM, TO ADD TO AN AFFIRMATION OR DENIAL THE EXPRESSION" I SAY TRULY," FOR CONFIRMATION TO THOSE WHO DO NOT PERCEIVE THE CERTAINTY OF HIS ANSWER. FOR HE OUGHT, I THINK, TO MAINTAIN A LIFE CALCULATED TO INSPIRE CONFIDENCE TOWARDS THOSE WITHOUT, SO THAT AN OATH MAY NOT EVEN BE ASKED; AND TOWARDS HIMSELF AND THOSE WITH WHOM HE ASSOCIATES? GOOD FEELING, WHICH IS VOLUNTARY RIGHTEOUSNESS. THE GNOSTIC SWEARS TRULY, BUT IS NOT APT TO SWEAR, HAVING RARELY RECOURSE TO AN OATH, JUST AS WE HAVE SAID. AND HIS SPEAKING TRUTH ON OATH ARISES FROM HIS ACCORD WITH THE TRUTH. THIS SPEAKING TRUTH ON OATH, THEN, IS FOUND TO BE THE RESULT OF CORRECTNESS IN DUTIES. WHERE, THEN, IS THE NECESSITY FOR AN OATH TO HIM WHO LIVES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE EXTREME OF TRUTH? [8] HE, THEN, THAT DOES NOT EVEN SWEAR WILL BE FAR FROM PERJURING HIMSELF. AND HE WHO DOES NOT TRANSGRESS IN WHAT IS RATIFIED BY COMPACTS, WILL NEVER SWEAR; SINCE THE RATIFICATION OF THE VIOLATION AND OF THE FULFILMENT IS BY ACTIONS; AS CERTAINLY LYING AND PERJURY IN AFFIRMING AND SWEARING ARE CONTRARY TO DUTY. BUT HE WHO LIVES JUSTLY, TRANSGRESSING IN NONE OF HIS DUTIES, WHEN THE JUDGMENT OF TRUTH IS SCRUTINIZED, SWEARS TRUTH BY HIS ACTS. ACCORDINGLY, TESTIMONY BY THE TONGUE IS IN HIS CASE SUPERFLUOUS. THEREFORE, PERSUADED ALWAYS THAT GOD IS EVERYWHERE, AND FEARING NOT TO SPEAK THE TRUTH, AND KNOWING THAT IT IS UNWORTHY OF HIM TO LIE, HE IS SATISFIED WITH THE DIVINE CONSCIOUSNESS AND HIS OWN ALONE [9] AND SO HE LIES NOT, NOR DOES AUGHT CONTRARY TO HIS COMPACTS. AND SO, HE SWEARS NOT EVEN WHEN ASKED FOR HIS OATH; NOR DOES HE EVER DENY, SO AS TO SPEAK FALSEHOOD, THOUGH HE SHOULD DIE BY TORTURES. 
CHAP. IX. THOSE WHO TEACH OTHERS, OUGHT TO EXCEL IN VIRTUES. 
THE GNOSTIC DIGNITY IS AUGMENTED AND INCREASED BY HIM WHO HAS UNDERTAKEN THE FIRST PLACE IN THE TEACHING OF OTHERS, AND RECEIVED THE DISPENSATION BY WORD AND DEED OF THE GREATEST GOOD ON EARTH, BY WHICH HE MEDIATES CONTACT AND FELLOWSHIP WITH THE DIVINITY. AND AS THOSE WHO WORSHIP TERRESTRIAL THINGS PRAY TO THEM AS IF THEY HEARD, CONFIRMING COMPACTS BEFORE THEM; SO, IN MEN WHO ARE LIVING IMAGES, THE TRUE MAJESTY OF THE WORD IS RECEIVED BY THE TRUSTWORTHY TEACHER; AND THE BENEFICENCE EXERTED TOWARDS THEM IS CARRIED UP TO THE LORD, AFTER WHOSE IMAGE HE WHO IS A TRUE MAN BY INSTRUCTION CREATES AND HARMONIZES, RENEWING TO SALVATION THE MAN WHO RECEIVES INSTRUCTION. FOR AS THE GREEKS CALLED STEEL ARES, AND WINE DIONYSUS ON ACCOUNT OF A CERTAIN RELATION; SO, THE GNOSTIC CONSIDERING THE BENEFIT OF HIS NEIGHBORS AS HIS OWN SALVATION, MAY BE CALLED A LIVING [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE LORD, NOT AS RESPECTS THE PECULIARITY OF FORM, BUT THE SYMBOL OF POWER AND SIMILARITY OF PREACHING. WHATEVER, THEREFORE, HE HAS IN HIS MIND, HE BEARS ON HIS TONGUE, TO THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY TO HEAR, SPEAKING AS WELL AS LIVING FROM ASSENT AND INCLINATION. FOR HE BOTH THINKS AND SPEAKS THE TRUTH; UNLESS AT ANY TIME, MEDICINALLY, AS A PHYSICIAN FOR THE SAFETY OF THE SICK, HE MAY DECEIVE OR TELL AN UNTRUTH, ACCORDING TO THE SOPHISTS. [1] TO ILLUSTRATE: THE NOBLE APOSTLE CIRCUMCISED TIMOTHY, THOUGH LOUDLY DECLARING AND WRITING THAT CIRCUMCISION MADE WITH HANDS PROFITS NOTHING.[2] BUT THAT HE MIGHT NOT, BY DRAGGING ALL AT ONCE AWAY FROM THE LAW TO THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE HEART THROUGH FAITH THOSE OF THE HEBREWS WHO WERE RELUCTANT LISTENERS, COMPEL THEM TO BREAK AWAY FROM THE SYNAGOGUE, HE, "ACCOMMODATING HIMSELF TO THE JEWS, BECAME A JEW THAT HE MIGHT GAIN ALL."[3] HE, THEN, WHO SUBMITS TO ACCOMMODATE HIMSELF MERELY FOR THE BENEFIT OF HIS NEIGHBORS, FOR THE SALVATION OF THOSE FOR WHOSE SAKE HE ACCOMMODATES HIMSELF, NOT PARTAKING IN ANY DISSIMULATION THROUGH THE PERIL IMPENDING OVER THE JUST FROM THOSE WHO ENVY THEM, SUCH AN ONE BY NO MEANS ACTS WITH COMPULSION.[4] BUT FOR THE BENEFIT OF HIS NEIGHBORS ALONE, HE WILL DO THINGS WHICH WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN DONE BY HIM PRIMARILY, IF HE DID NOT DO THEM ON THEIR ACCOUNT. SUCH AN ONE GIVES HIMSELF FOR THE CHURCH, FOR THE DISCIPLES WHOM HE HAS BEGOTTEN IN FAITH; FOR AN EXAMPLE TO THOSE WHO ARE CAPABLE OF RECEIVING THE SUPREME ECONOMY OF THE PHILANTHROPIC AND GOD-LOVING INSTRUCTOR, FOR CONFIRMATION OF THE TRUTH OF HIS WORDS, FOR THE EXERCISE OF LOVE TO THE LORD. SUCH AN ONE IS UNENSLAVED BY FEAR, TRUE IN WORD, ENDURING IN LABOR, NEVER WILLING TO LIE BY UTTERED WORD, AND IN IT ALWAYS SECURING SINLESSNESS; SINCE FALSEHOOD, BEING SPOKEN WITH A CERTAIN DECEIT, IS NOT AN INERT WORD, BUT OPERATES TO MISCHIEF. ON EVERY HAND, THEN, THE GNOSTIC ALONE TESTIFIES TO THE TRUTH IN DEED AND WORD. FOR HE ALWAYS DOES RIGHTLY IN ALL THINGS, BOTH IN WORD AND ACTION, AND IN THOUGHT ITSELF. SUCH, THEN, TO SPEAK CURSORILY, IS THE PIETY OF THE CHRISTIAN. IF, THEN, HE DOES THESE THINGS ACCORDING TO DUTY AND RIGHT REASON, HE DOES THEM PIOUSLY AND JUSTLY. AND IF SUCH BE THE CASE, THE GNOSTIC ALONE IS REALLY BOTH PIOUS, AND JUST, AND GOD-FEARING. THE CHRISTIAN IS NOT IMPIOUS. FOR THIS WAS THE POINT INCUMBENT ON US TO DEMONSTRATE TO THE PHILOSOPHERS; SO THAT HE WILL NEVER IN ANY WAY DO AUGHT BAD OR BASE (WHICH IS UNJUST). CONSEQUENTLY, THEREFORE, HE IS NOT IMPIOUS; BUT HE ALONE FEARS GOD, HOLILY AND DUTIFULLY WORSHIPPING THE TRUE GOD, THE UNIVERSAL RULER, AND KING, AND SOVEREIGN, WITH THE TRUE PIETY. 
CHAP. X. STEPS TO PERFECTION. 
FOR KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS), TO SPEAK GENERALLY, A PERFECTING OF MAN AS MAN, IS CONSUMMATED BY ACQUAINTANCE WITH DIVINE THINGS, IN CHARACTER, LIFE, AND WORD, ACCORDANT AND CONFORMABLE TO ITSELF AND TO THE DIVINE WORD. FOR BY IT, FAITH IS PERFECTED, INASMUCH AS IT IS SOLELY BY IT THAT THE BELIEVER BECOMES PERFECT. FAITH IS AN INTERNAL GOOD, AND WITHOUT SEARCHING FOR GOD, CONFESSES HIS EXISTENCE, AND GLORIFIES HIM AS EXISTENT. WHENCE BY STARTING FROM THIS FAITH, AND BEING DEVELOPED BY IT, THROUGH THE GRACE OF GOD, THE KNOWLEDGE RESPECTING HIM IS TO BE ACQUIRED AS FAR AS POSSIBLE. NOW WE ASSERT THAT KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS) DIFFERS FROM THE WISDOM (SOFIA), WHICH IS THE RESULT OF TEACHING. FOR AS FAR AS ANYTHING IS KNOWLEDGE, SO FAR IS IT CERTAINLY WISDOM; BUT IN AS FAR AS AUGHT IS WISDOM, IT IS NOT CERTAINLY KNOWLEDGE. FOR THE TERM WISDOM APPEARS ONLY IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE UTTERED WORD. BUT IT IS NOT DOUBTING IN REFERENCE TO GOD, BUT BELIEVING, THAT IS THE FOUNDATION OF KNOWLEDGE. BUT CHRIST IS BOTH THE FOUNDATION AND THE SUPERSTRUCTURE, BY WHOM ARE BOTH THE BEGINNING AND THE ENDS. AND THE EXTREME POINTS, THE BEGINNING AND THE END--I MEAN FAITH AND LOVE--ARE NOT TAUGHT. BUT KNOWLEDGE, CONVEYED FROM COMMUNICATION THROUGH THE GRACE OF GOD AS A DEPOSIT, IS ENTRUSTED TO THOSE WHO SHOW THEMSELVES WORTHY OF IT; AND FROM IT THE WORTH OF LOVE BEAMS FORTH FROM LIGHT TO LIGHT. FOR IT IS SAID, "TO HIM THAT HATH SHALL BE GIVEN:"[1] TO FAITH, KNOWLEDGE; AND TO KNOWLEDGE, LOVE; AND TO LOVE, THE INHERITANCE. AND THIS TAKES PLACE, WHENEVER ONE HANGS ON THE LORD BY FAITH, BY KNOWLEDGE, BY LOVE, AND ASCENDS ALONG WITH HIM TO WHERE THE GOD AND GUARD OF OUR FAITH AND LOVE IS. WHENCE AT LAST (ON ACCOUNT OF THE NECESSITY FOR VERY GREAT PREPARATION AND PREVIOUS TRAINING IN ORDER BOTH TO HEAR WHAT IS SAID, AND FOR THE COMPOSURE OF LIFE, AND FOR ADVANCING INTELLIGENTLY TO A POINT BEYOND THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW) IT IS THAT KNOWLEDGE IS COMMITTED TO THOSE FIT AND SELECTED FOR IT. IT LEADS US TO THE ENDLESS AND PERFECT END, TEACHING US BEFOREHAND THE FUTURE LIFE THAT WE SHALL LEAD, ACCORDING TO GOD, AND WITH GODS; AFTER WE ARE FREED FROM ALL PUNISHMENT AND PENALTY WHICH WE UNDERGO, IN CONSEQUENCE OF OUR SINS, FOR SALUTARY DISCIPLINE. AFTER WHICH REDEMPTION THE REWARD AND THE HONORS ARE ASSIGNED TO THOSE WHO HAVE BECOME PERFECT; WHEN THEY HAVE GOT DONE WITH PURIFICATION, AND CEASED FROM ALL SERVICE, THOUGH IT BE HOLY SERVICE, AND AMONG SAINTS. THEN BECOME PURE IN HEART, AND NEAR TO THE LORD, THERE AWAITS THEM RESTORATION TO EVERLASTING CONTEMPLATION; AND THEY ARE CALLED BY THE APPELLATION OF GODS, BEING DESTINED TO SIT ON THRONES WITH THE OTHER GODS THAT HAVE BEEN FIRST PUT IN THEIR PLACES BY THE SAVIOR. KNOWLEDGE IS THEREFORE QUICK IN PURIFYING, AND FIT FOR THAT ACCEPTABLE TRANSFORMATION TO THE BETTER. WHENCE ALSO WITH EASE IT REMOVES [THE SOUL] TO WHAT IS AKIN TO THE SOUL, DIVINE AND HOLY, AND BY ITS OWN LIGHT CONVEYS MAN THROUGH THE MYSTIC STAGES OF ADVANCEMENT; TILL IT RESTORES THE PURE IN HEART TO THE CROWNING PLACE OF REST; TEACHING TO GAZE ON GOD, FACE TO FACE, WITH KNOWLEDGE AND COMPREHENSION. FOR IN THIS CONSISTS THE PERFECTION OF THE GNOSTIC SOUL, IN ITS BEING WITH THE LORD, WHERE IT IS IN IMMEDIATE SUBJECTION TO HIM, AFTER RISING ABOVE ALL PURIFICATION AND SERVICE. FAITH IS THEN, SO TO SPEAK, A COMPREHENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ESSENTIALS; [2] AND KNOWLEDGE IS THE STRONG AND SURE DEMONSTRATION OF WHAT IS RECEIVED BY FAITH, BUILT UPON FAITH BY THE LORD'S TEACHING, CONVEYING [THE SOUL] ON TO INFALLIBILITY, SCIENCE, AND COMPREHENSION. AND, IN MY VIEW, THE FIRST SAVING CHANGE IS THAT FROM HEATHENISM TO FAITH, AS I SAID BEFORE; AND THE SECOND, THAT FROM FAITH TO KNOWLEDGE. AND THE LATTER TERMINATING IN LOVE, THEREAFTER GIVES THE LOVING TO THE LOVED, THAT WHICH KNOWS TO THAT WHICH IS KNOWN. AND, PERCHANCE, SUCH AN ONE HAS ALREADY ATTAINED THE CONDITION OF "BEING EQUAL TO THE ANGELS."[3] ACCORDINGLY, AFTER THE HIGHEST EXCELLENCE IN THE FLESH, CHANGING ALWAYS DULY TO THE BETTER, HE URGES HIS FLIGHT TO THE ANCESTRAL HALL, THROUGH THE HOLY SEPTENNIAD [OF HEAVENLY ABODES] TO THE LORD'S OWN MANSION; TO BE A LIGHT, STEADY, AND CONTINUING ETERNALLY, ENTIRELY AND IN EVERY PART IMMUTABLE. THE FIRST MODE OF THE LORD'S OPERATION MENTIONED BY US IS AN EXHIBITION OF THE RECOMPENSE RESULTING FROM PIETY. OF THE VERY GREAT NUMBER OF TESTIMONIES THAT THERE ARE, I SHALL ADDUCE ONE, THUS SUMMARILY EXPRESSED BY THE PROPHET DAVID: "WHO SHALL ASCEND TO THE HILL OF THE LORD, OR WHO SHALL STAND IN HIS HOLY PLACE? HE WHO IS GUILTLESS IN HIS HANDS, AND PURE IN HIS HEART; WHO HATH NOT LIFTED UP HIS SOUL TO VANITY, OR SWORN DECEITFULLY TO HIS NEIGHBOR. HE SHALL RECEIVE BLESSING FROM THE LORD, AND MERCY FROM GOD HIS SAVIOR. THIS IS THE GENERATION OF THEM THAT SEEK THE LORD, THAT SEEK THE FACE OF THE GOD OF JACOB."[4] THE PROPHET HAS, IN MY OPINION, CONCISELY INDICATED THE GNOSTIC. DAVID, AS APPEARS, HAS CURSORILY DEMONSTRATED THE SAVIOR TO BE GOD, BY CALLING HIM "THE FACE OF THE GOD OF JACOB," WHO PREACHED AND AUGHT CONCERNING THE SPIRIT. WHEREFORE ALSO THE APOSTLE DESIGNATES AS "THE EXPRESS IMAGE (KARAKTHRA) OF THE GLORY OF THE FATHER "[5] THE SON, WHO TAUGHT THE TRUTH RESPECTING GOD, AND EXPRESSED THE FACT THAT THE ALMIGHTY IS THE ONE AND ONLY GOD AND FATHER, "WHOM NO MAN KNOWETH BUT THE SON, AND HE TO WHOM THE SON SHALL REVEAL HIM."[6] THAT GOD IS ONE IS INTIMATED BY THOSE "WHO SEEK THE FACE OF THE GOD OF JACOB;" WHOM BEING THE ONLY GOD, OUR SAVIOR AND GOD CHARACTERIZES AS THE GOOD FATHER. AND "THE GENERATION OF THOSE THAT SEEK HIM" IS THE ELECT RACE, DEVOTED TO INQUIRY AFTER KNOWLEDGE. WHEREFORE ALSO THE APOSTLE SAYS, "I SHALL PROFIT YOU NOTHING, UNLESS I SPEAK TO YOU, EITHER BY REVELATION, OR BY KNOWLEDGE, OR BY PROPHECY, OR BY DOCTRINE."[7] ALTHOUGH EVEN BY THOSE WHO ARE NOT GNOSTICS SOME THINGS ARE DONE RIGHTLY, YET NOT ACCORDING TO REASON; AS IN THE CASE OF FORTITUDE. FOR SOME WHO ARE NATURALLY HIGH-SPIRITED, AND HAVE AFTERWARDS WITHOUT REASON FOSTERED THIS DISPOSITION, RUSH TO MANY THINGS, AND ACT LIKE BRAVE MEN, SO AS SOMETIMES TO SUCCEED IN ACHIEVING THE SAME THINGS; JUST AS ENDURANCE IS EASY FOR MECHANICS. BUT IT IS NOT FROM THE SAME CAUSE, OR WITH THE SAME OBJECT; NOT WERE THEY TO GIVE THEIR WHOLE BODY. "FOR THEY HAVE NOT LOVE," ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE. [8] ALL THE ACTION, THEN, OF A MAN POSSESSED OF KNOWLEDGE IS RIGHT ACTION; AND THAT DONE BY A MAN NOT POSSESSED OF KNOWLEDGE IS: WRONG ACTION, THOUGH HE OBSERVES A PLAN; SINCE IT IS NOT FROM REFLECTION THAT HE ACTS BRAVELY, NOR DOES HE DIRECT HIS ACTION IN THOSE THINGS WHICH PROCEED FROM VIRTUE TO VIRTUE, TO ANY USEFUL PURPOSE. THE SAME HOLDS ALSO WITH THE OTHER VIRTUES. SO TOO THE ANALOGY IS PRESERVED IN RELIGION. OUR GNOSTIC, THEN, NOT ONLY IS SUCH IN REFERENCE TO HOLINESS; BUT CORRESPONDING TO THE PIETY OF KNOWLEDGE ARE THE COMMANDS RESPECTING THE REST OF THE CONDUCT OF LIFE. FOR IT IS OUR PURPOSE AT PRESENT TO DESCRIBE THE LIFE OF THE GNOSTIC, [1] NOT TO PRESENT THE SYSTEM OF DOGMAS, WHICH WE SHALL AFTERWARDS EXPLAIN AT THE FITTING TIME, PRESERVING THE ORDER OF TOPICS. 
CHAP. XI. DESCRIPTION OF THE GNOSTIC'S LIFE. 
RESPECTING THE UNIVERSE, HE CONCEIVES TRULY AND GRANDLY IN VIRTUE OF HIS RECEPTION OF DIVINE TEACHING. BEGINNING, THEN, WITH ADMIRATION OF THE CREATION, AND AFFORDING OF HIMSELF A PROOF OF HIS CAPABILITY FOR RECEIVING KNOWLEDGE, HE BECOMES A READY PUPIL OF THE LORD. DIRECTLY ON HEARING OF GOD AND PROVIDENCE, HE BELIEVED IN CONSEQUENCE OF ETHE ADMIRATION HE ENTERTAINED. THROUGH THE POWER OF IMPULSE THENCE DERIVED HE DEVOTES HIS ENERGIES IN EVERY WAY TO LEARNING, DOING ALL THOSE THINGS BY MEANS OF WHICH HE SHALL BE ABLE TO ACQUIRE THE KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT HE DESIRES. AND DESIRE BLENDED WITH INQUIRY ARISES AS FAITH ADVANCES. AND THIS IS TO BECOME WORTHY OF SPECULATION, OF SUCH A CHARACTER, AND SUCH IMPORTANCE. SO, SHALL THE GNOSTIC TASTE OF THE WILL OF GOD. FOR IT IS NOT HIS EARS, BUT HIS SOUL, THAT HE YIELDS UP TO THE THINGS SIGNIFIED BY WHAT IS SPOKEN. ACCORDINGLY, APPREHENDING ESSENCES AND THINGS THROUGH THE WORDS, HE BRINGS HIS SOUL, AS IS FIT, TO WHAT IS ESSENTIAL; APPREHENDING (E.G.) IN THE PECULIAR WAY IN WHICH THEY ARE SPOKEN TO THE GNOSTIC, THE COMMANDS, "DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, "DO NOT KILL;" AND NOT AS THEY ARE UNDERSTOOD BY OTHER PEOPLE.[2] TRAINING HIMSELF, THEN, IN SCIENTIFIC SPECULATION, HE PROCEEDS TO EXERCISE HIMSELF IN LARGER GENERALIZATIONS AND GRANDER PROPOSITIONS; KNOWING RIGHT WELL THAT "HE THAT TEACHETH MAN KNOWLEDGE," ACCORDING TO THE PROPHET, IS THE LORD, THE LORD ACTING BY MAN'S MOUTH. SO ALSO, HE ASSUMED FLESH. AS IS RIGHT, THEN, HE NEVER PREFERS THE PLEASANT TO THE USEFUL; NOT EVEN IF A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN WERE TO ENTICE HIM, WHEN OVERTAKEN BY CIRCUMSTANCES, BY WANTONLY URGING HIM: SINCE JOSEPH'S MASTER'S WIFE WAS NOT ABLE TO SEDUCE HIM FROM HIS STEADFASTNESS; BUT AS SHE VIOLENTLY HELD HIS COAT, DIVESTED HIMSELF OF IT, BECOMING BARE OF SIN, BUT CLOTHED WITH SEEMLINESS OF CHARACTER. FOR IF THE EYES OF THE MASTER--THE EGYPTIAN, I MEAN--SAW NOT JOSEPH, YET THOSE OF THE ALMIGHTY LOOKED ON. FOR WE HEAR THE VOICE, AND SEE THE BODILY FORMS; BUT GOD SCRUTINIZES THE THING ITSELF, FROM WHICH THE SPEAKING AND THE LOOKING PROCEED. CONSEQUENTLY, THEREFORE, THOUGH DISEASE, AND ACCIDENT, AND WHAT IS MOST TERRIBLE OF ALL, DEATH, COME UPON THE GNOSTIC, HE REMAINS INFLEXIBLE IN SOUL,--KNOWING THAT ALL SUCH THINGS ARE A NECESSITY OF CREATION, AND THAT, ALSO BY THE POWER OF GOD, THEY BECOME THE MEDICINE OF SALVATION, BENEFITING BY DISCIPLINE THOSE WHO ARE DIFFICULT TO REFORM; ALLOTTED ACCORDING TO DESERT, BY PROVIDENCE, WHICH IS TRULY GOOD. USING THE CREATURES, THEN, WHEN THE WORD PRESCRIBES, AND TO THE EXTENT IT PRESCRIBES, IN THE EXERCISE OF THANKFULNESS TO THE CREATOR, HE BECOMES MASTER OF THE ENJOYMENT OF THEM. HE NEVER CHERISHES RESENTMENT OR HARBORS A GRUDGE AGAINST ANY ONE, THOUGH DESERVING OF HATRED FOR HIS CONDUCT. FOR HE WORSHIPS THE MAKER, AND LOVES HIM, WHO SHARES LIFE, PITYING AND PRAYING FOR HIM ON ACCOUNT OF HIS IGNORANCE. HE INDEED PARTAKES OF THE AFFECTIONS OF THE BODY, TO WHICH, SUSCEPTIBLE AS IT IS OF SUFFERING BY NATURE, HE IS BOUND. BUT IN SENSATION HE IS NOT THE PRIMARY SUBJECT OF IT. ACCORDINGLY, THEN, IN INVOLUNTARY CIRCUMSTANCES, BY WITHDRAWING HIMSELF FROM TROUBLES TO THE THINGS WHICH REALLY BELONG TO HIM, HE IS NOT CARRIED AWAY WITH WHAT IS FOREIGN TO HIM. AND IT IS ONLY TO THINGS THAT ARE NECESSARY FOR HIM THAT HE ACCOMMODATES HIMSELF, IN SO FAR AS THE SOUL IS PRESERVED UNHARMED. FOR IT IS NOT M SUPPOSITION OR SEEMING THAT HE WISHES TO BE FAITHFUL; BUT IN KNOWLEDGE AND TRUTH, THAT IS, IN SURE DEED AND EFFECTUAL WORD. [3] WHEREFORE HE NOT ONLY PRAISES WHAT IS NOBLE, BUT ENDEAVORS HIMSELF TO BE NOBLE; CHANGING BY LOVE FROM A GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT INTO A FRIEND, THROUGH THE PERFECTION OF HABIT, WHICH HE HAS ACQUIRED IN PURITY FROM TRUE INSTRUCTION AND GREAT DISCIPLINE. STRIVING, THEN, TO ATTAIN TO THE SUMMIT OF KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS); DECOROUS IN CHARACTER; COMPOSED IN MIEN; POSSESSING ALL THOSE ADVANTAGES WHICH BELONG TO THE TRUE GNOSTIC FIXING HIS EYE ON FAIR MODELS, ON THE MANY PATRIARCHS WHO HAVE LIVED RIGHTLY, AND ON VERY MANY PROPHETS AND ANGELS RECKONED WITHOUT NUMBER, AND ABOVE ALL, ON THE LORD, WHO TAUGHT AND SHOWED IT TO BE POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO ATTAIN THAT HIGHEST LIFE OF ALL, HE THEREFORE LOVES NOT ALL THE GOOD THINGS OF THE WORLD, WHICH ARE WITHIN HIS GRASP, THAT HE MAY NOT REMAIN ON THE GROUND, BUT THE THINGS HOPED FOR, OR RATHER ALREADY KNOWN, BEING HOPED FOR SO AS TO BE APPREHENDED. SO, THEN HE UNDERGOES TOILS, AND TRIALS, AND AFFECTIONS, NOT AS THOSE AMONG THE PHILOSOPHERS WHO ARE ENDOWED WITH MANLINESS, IN THE HOPE OF PRESENT TROUBLES CEASING, AND OF SHARING AGAIN IN WHAT IS PLEASANT; BUT KNOWLEDGE HAS INSPIRED HIM WITH THE FIRMEST PERSUASION OF RECEIVING THE HOPES OF THE FUTURE. WHEREFORE HE CONTEMNS NOT ALONE THE PAINS OF THIS WORLD, BUT ALL ITS PLEASURES. THEY SAY, ACCORDINGLY, THAT THE BLESSED PETER, ON SEEING HIS WIFE LED TO DEATH, REJOICED ON ACCOUNT OF HER CALL AND CONVEYANCE HOME, AND CALLED VERY ENCOURAGINGLY AND COMFORTINGLY, ADDRESSING HER BY NAME, "REMEMBER THOU THE LORD." SUCH WAS THE MARRIAGE OF THE BLESSED AND THEIR PERFECT DISPOSITION TOWARDS THOSE DEAREST TO THEM. [1] THUS, ALSO THE APOSTLE SAYS, "THAT HE WHO MARRIES SHOULD BE AS THOUGH HE MARRIED NOT,"[2] AND DEEM HIS MARRIAGE FREE OF INORDINATE AFFECTION, AND INSEPARABLE FROM LOVE TO THE LORD; TO WHICH THE TRUE HUSBAND EXHORTED HIS WIFE TO CLING ON HER DEPARTURE OUT OF THIS LIFE TO THE LORD. WAS NOT THEN FAITH IN THE HOPE AFTER DEATH CONSPICUOUS IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO GAVE THANKS TO GOD EVEN IN THE VERY EXTREMITIES OF THEIR PUNISHMENTS? FOR FIRM, IN MY OPINION, WAS THE FAITH THEY POSSESSED, WHICH WAS FOLLOWED BY WORKS OF FAITH. IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES, THEN, IS THE SOUL OF THE GNOSTIC STRONG, IN A CONDITION OF EXTREME HEALTH AND STRENGTH, LIKE THE BODY OF AN ATHLETE. FOR HE IS PRUDENT IN HUMAN AFFAIRS, IN JUDGING WHAT OUGHT TO BE DONE BY THE JUST MAN; HAVING OBTAINED THE PRINCIPLES FROM GOD FROM ABOVE, AND HAVING ACQUIRED, IN ORDER TO THE DIVINE RESEMBLANCE, MODERATION IN BODILY PAINS AND PLEASURES. AND HE STRUGGLES AGAINST FEARS BOLDLY, TRUSTING IN GOD. CERTAINLY, THEN, THE GNOSTIC SOUL, ADORNED WITH PERFECT VIRTUE, IS THE EARTHLY IMAGE OF THE DIVINE POWER; ITS DEVELOPMENT BEING THE JOINT RESULT OF NATURE, OF TRAINING, OF REASON, ALL TOGETHER. THIS BEAUTY OF THE SOUL BECOMES A TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHEN IT ACQUIRES A DISPOSITION IN THE WHOLE OF LIFE CORRESPONDING TO THE GOSPEL. SUCH AN ONE CONSEQUENTLY WITHSTANDS ALL FEAR OF EVERYTHING TERRIBLE, NOT ONLY OF DEATH, BUT ALSO POVERTY AND DISEASE, AND IGNOMINY, AND THINGS AKIN TO THESE; BEING UNCONQUERED BY PLEASURE, AND LORD OVER IRRATIONAL DESIRES. FOR HE WELL KNOWS WHAT IS AND WHAT! IS NOT TO BE DONE; BEING PERFECTLY AWARE WHAT THINGS ARE REALLY TO BE DREADED, AND WHAT NOT. WHENCE HE BEARS INTELLIGENTLY WHAT THE WORD INTIMATES TO HIM TO BE REQUISITE AND NECESSARY; INTELLIGENTLY DISCRIMINATING WHAT IS REALLY SAFE (THAT IS, GOOD), FROM WHAT APPEARS SO; AND THINGS TO BE DREADED FROM WHAT SEEMS SO, SUCH AS DEATH, DISEASE, AND POVERTY; WHICH ARE RATHER SO IN OPINION THAN IN TRUTH. THIS IS THE REALLY GOOD MAN, WHO IS WITHOUT PASSIONS; HAVING, THROUGH THE HABIT OR DISPOSITION OF THE SOUL ENDUED WITH VIRTUE, TRANSCENDED THE WHOLE LIFE OF PASSION. HE HAS EVERYTHING DEPENDENT ON HIMSELF FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF THE END. FOR THOSE ACCIDENTS WHICH ARE CALLED TERRIBLE ARE NOT FORMIDABLE TO THE GOOD MAN, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT EVIL. AND THOSE WHICH ARE REALLY TO BE DREADED ARE FOREIGN TO THE GNOSTIC CHRISTIAN, BEING DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSED TO WHAT IS GOOD, BECAUSE EVIL; AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR CONTRARIES TO MEET IN THE SAME PERSON AT THE SAME TIME. HE, THEN, WHO FAULTLESSLY ACTS THE DRAMA OF LIFE WHICH GOD HAS GIVEN HIM TO PLAY, KNOWS BOTH WHAT IS TO BE DONE AND WHAT IS TO BE ENDURED. IS IT NOT THEN FROM IGNORANCE OF WHAT IS AND WHAT IS NOT TO BE DREADED THAT COWARDICE ARISES? CONSEQUENTLY, THE ONLY MAN OF COURAGE IS THE GNOSTIC, WHO KNOWS BOTH PRESENT AND FUTURE GOOD THINGS; ALONG WITH THESE, KNOWING, AS I HAVE SAID, ALSO THE THINGS WHICH ARE IN REALITY NOT TO BE DREADED. BECAUSE, KNOWING VICE ALONE TO BE HATEFUL, AND DESTRUCTIVE OF WHAT CONTRIBUTES TO KNOWLEDGE, PROTECTED BY THE ARMOR OF THE LORD, HE MAKES WAR AGAINST IT. FOR IF ANYTHING IS CAUSED THROUGH FOLLY, AND THE OPERATION OR RATHER CO-OPERATION OF THE DEVIL, THIS THING IS NOT STRAIGHTWAY THE DEVIL OR FOLLY. FOR NO ACTION IS WISDOM. FOR WISDOM IS A HABIT. AND NO ACTION IS A HABIT. THE ACTION, THEN, THAT ARISES FROM IGNORANCE, IS NOT ALREADY IGNORANCE, BUT AN EVIL THROUGH IGNORANCE, BUT NOT IGNORANCE. FOR NEITHER, PERTURBATIONS OF MIND NOR SINS ARE VICES, THOUGH PROCEEDING FROM VICE. NO ONE, THEN, WHO IS IRRATIONALLY BRAVE IS A GNOSTIC; [3] SINCE ONE MIGHT CALL CHILDREN BRAVE, WHO, THROUGH IGNORANCE OF WHAT IS TO BE DREADED, UNDERGO THINGS THAT ARE FRIGHTFUL. SO, THEY TOUCH FIRE EVEN. AND THE WILD BEASTS THAT RUSH CLOSE ON THE POINTS OF SPEARS, HAVING A BRUTE COURAGE, MIGHT BE CALLED VALIANT. AND SUCH PEOPLE MIGHT PERHAPS CALL JUGGLERS VALIANT, WHO TUMBLE ON SWORDS WITH A CERTAIN DEXTERITY, PRACTICING A MISCHIEVOUS ART FOR SORRY GAIN. BUT HE WHO IS TRULY BRAVE, WITH THE PERIL ARISING FROM THE BAD FEELING OF THE MULTITUDE BEFORE HIS EYES, COURAGEOUSLY AWAITS WHATEVER COMES. IN THIS WAY HE IS DISTINGUISHED FROM OTHERS THAT ARE CALLED MARTYRS, INASMUCH AS SOME FURNISH OCCASIONS FOR THEMSELVES, AND RUSH INTO THE HEART OF DANGERS, I KNOW NOT HOW (FOR IT IS RIGHT TO USE MILD LANGUAGE); WHILE THEY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH RIGHT REASON, PROTECT THEMSELVES; THEN, ON GOD REALLY CALLING THEM, PROMPTLY SURRENDER THEMSELVES, AND CONFIRM THE CALL, FROM BEING CONSCIOUS OF NO PRECIPITANCY, AND PRESENT THE MAN TO BE PROVED IN THE EXERCISE OF TRUE RATIONAL FORTITUDE. NEITHER, THEN, ENDURING LESSER DANGERS FROM FEAR OF GREATER, LIKE OTHER PEOPLE, NOR DREADING CENSURE AT THE HANDS OF THEIR EQUALS, AND THOSE OF LIKE SENTIMENTS, DO THEY CONTINUE IN THE CONFESSION OF THEIR CALLING; BUT FROM LOVE TO GOD THEY WILLINGLY OBEY THE CALL, WITH NO OTHER AIM IN VIEW THAN PLEASING GOD, AND NOT FOR THE SAKE OF THE REWARD OF THEIR TOILS. FOR SOME SUFFER FROM LOVE OF GLORY, AND OTHERS FROM FEAR OF SOME OTHER SHARPER PUNISHMENT, AND OTHERS FOR THE SAKE OF PLEASURES AND DELIGHTS AFTER DEATH, BEING CHILDREN IN FAITH; BLESSED INDEED, BUT NOT YET BECOME MEN IN LOVE TO GOD, AS THE GNOSTIC IS. FOR THERE ARE, AS IN THE GYMNASTIC CONTESTS, SO ALSO IN THE CHURCH, CROWNS FOR MEN AND FOR CHILDREN. BUT LOVE IS TO BE CHOSEN FOR ITSELF, AND FOR NOTHING ELSE. THEREFORE, IN THE GNOSTIC, ALONG WITH KNOWLEDGE, THE PERFECTION OF FORTITUDE IS DEVELOPED FROM THE DISCIPLINE OF LIFE, HE HAVING ALWAYS STUDIED TO ACQUIRE MASTERY OVER THE PASSIONS. ACCORDINGLY, LOVE MAKES ITS OWN ATHLETE FEARLESS AND DAUNTLESS, AND CONFIDENT IN THE LORD, ANOINTING AND TRAINING HIM; AS RIGHTEOUSNESS SECURES FOR HIM TRUTHFULNESS IN HIS WHOLE LIFE. [1] FOR IT WAS A COMPENDIUM OF RIGHTEOUSNESS TO SAY, "LET YOUR YEA BE YEA; AND YOUR NAY, NAY."[2] AND THE SAME HOLDS WITH SELF-CONTROL. FOR IT IS NEITHER FOR LOVE OF HONOR, AS THE ATHLETES FOR THE SAKE OF CROWNS AND FAME; NOR ON THE OTHER HAND, FOR LOVE OF MONEY, AS SOME PRETEND TO EXERCISE SELF-CONTROL, PURSUING WHAT IS GOOD WITH TERRIBLE SUFFERING. NOR IS IT FROM LOVE OF THE BODY FOR THE SAKE OF HEALTH. NOR ANY MORE IS ANY MAN WHO IS TEMPERATE FROM RUSTICITY, WHO HAS NOT TASTED PLEASURES, TRULY A MAN OF SELF-CONTROL. CERTAINLY, THOSE WHO HAVE LED A LABORIOUS LIFE, ON TASTING PLEASURES, FORTHWITH BREAK DOWN THE INFLEXIBILITY OF TEMPERANCE INTO PLEASURES. SUCH ARE THEY WHO ARE RESTRAINED BY LAW AND FEAR. FOR ON FINDING A FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY THEY DEFRAUD THE LAW, BY GIVING WHAT IS GOOD THE SLIP. BUT SELF-CONTROL, DESIRABLE FOR ITS OWN SAKE, PERFECTED THROUGH KNOWLEDGE, ABIDING EVER, MAKES THE MAN, LORD AND MASTER OF HIMSELF; SO THAT THE GNOSTIC IS TEMPERATE AND PASSIONLESS, INCAPABLE OF BEING DISSOLVED BY PLEASURES AND PAINS, AS THEY SAY ADAMANT IS BY FIRE. THE CAUSE OF THESE, THEN, IS LOVE, OF ALL SCIENCE THE MOST SACRED AND MOST SOVEREIGN. FOR BY THE SERVICE OF WHAT IS BEST AND MOST EXALTED, WHICH IS CHARACTERIZED BY UNITY, IT RENDERS THE GNOSTIC AT ONCE FRIEND AND SON, HAVING IN TRUTH GROWN "A PERFECT MAN, UP TO THE MEASURE OF FULL STATURE."[3] FURTHER, AGREEMENT IN THE SAME THING IS CONSENT. BUT WHAT IS THE SAME IS ONE. AND FRIENDSHIP IS CONSUMMATED IN LIKENESS; THE COMMUNITY LYING IN ONENESS. THE GNOSTIC, CONSEQUENTLY, IN VIRTUE OF BEING A LOVER OF THE ONE TRUE GOD, IS THE REALLY PERFECT MAN AND FRIEND OF GOD, AND IS PLACED IN THE RANK OF SON. FOR THESE ARE NAMES OF NOBILITY AND KNOWLEDGE, AND PERFECTION IN THE CONTEMPLATION OF GOD; WHICH CROWNING STEP OF ADVANCEMENT THE GNOSTIC SOUL RECEIVES, WHEN IT HAS BECOME QUITE PURE, RECKONED WORTHY TO BEHOLD EVERLASTINGLY GOD ALMIGHTY, "FACE," IT IS SAID, "TO FACE." FOR HAVING BECOME WHOLLY SPIRITUAL, AND HAVING IN THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH GONE TO WHAT IS OF KINDRED NATURE, IT ABIDES IN THE REST OF GOD. 
CHAP. XII. THE TRUE GNOSTIC IS BENEFICENT, CONTINENT, AND DESPISES WORLDLY THINGS. 
LET THESE THINGS, THEN, BE SO. AND SUCH BEING THE ATTITUDE OF THE GNOSTIC TOWARDS THE BODY AND THE SOUL--TOWARDS HIS NEIGHBORS, WHETHER IT BE A DOMESTIC, OR A LAWFUL ENEMY, OR WHOSOEVER--HE IS FOUND EQUAL AND LIKE. FOR HE DOES NOT "DESPISE HIS BROTHER," WHO, ACCORDING TO THE DIVINE LAW, IS OF THE SAME FATHER AND MOTHER. CERTAINLY HE RELIEVES THE AFFLICTED, HELPING HIM WITH CONSOLATIONS, ENCOURAGEMENTS, AND THE NECESSARIES OF LIFE; GIVING TO ALL THAT NEED, THOUGH NOT SIMILARLY, BUT JUSTLY, ACCORDING TO DESERT; FURTHERMORE, TO HIM WHO PERSECUTES AND HATES, EVEN IF HE NEED IT; CARING LITTLE FOR THOSE WHO SAY TO HIM THAT BE HAS GIVEN OUT OF FEAR, IF IT IS NOT OUT OF FEAR THAT HE DOES SO, BUT TO GIVE HELP. FOR HOW MUCH MORE ARE THOSE, WHO TOWARDS THEIR ENEMIES ARE DEVOID OF LOVE OF MONEY, AND ARE HATERS OF EVIL, ANIMATED WITH LOVE TO THOSE WHO BELONG TO THEM? SUCH A ONE FROM THIS, PROCEEDS TO THE ACCURATE KNOWLEDGE OF WHOM HE OUGHT CHIEFLY TO GIVE TO, AND HOW MUCH, AND WHEN, AND HOW. AND WHO COULD WITH ANY REASON BECOME THE ENEMY OF A MAN WHO GIVES NO CAUSE FOR ENMITY IN ANY WAY? AND IS IT NOT JUST AS IN THE CASE OF GOD? WE SAY THAT GOD IS THE ADVERSARY OF NO ONE, AND THE ENEMY OF NO ONE (FOR HE IS THE CREATOR OF ALL, AND NOTHING THAT EXISTS. IS WHAT HE WILLS IT NOT TO BE; BUT WE ASSERT THAT THE DISOBEDIENT, AND THOSE WHO WALK NOT ACCORDING TO HIS COMMANDMENTS, ARE ENEMIES TO HIM, AS BEING THOSE WHO ARE HOSTILE TO HIS COVENANT). WE SHALL FIND THE VERY SAME TO BE THE CASE WITH THE GNOSTIC, FOR HE CAN NEVER IN ANY WAY BECOME AN ENEMY TO ANY ONE; BUT THOSE MAY BE REGARDED ENEMIES TO HIM WHO TURN TO THE CONTRARY PATH. IN PARTICULAR, THE HABIT OF LIBERALITY [1] WHICH PREVAILS AMONG US IS CALLED "RIGHTEOUSNESS;" BUT THE POWER OF DISCRIMINATING ACCORDING TO DESERT, AS TO GREATER AND LESS, WITH REFERENCE TO THOSE WHO AM PROPER SUBJECTS OF IT, IS A FORM OF THE VERY HIGHEST RIGHTEOUSNESS. THERE ARE THINGS PRACTICED IN A VULGAR STYLE BY SOME PEOPLE, SUCH AS CONTROL OVER PLEASURES. FOR AS, AMONG THE HEATHEN, THERE ARE THOSE WHO, FROM THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF OBTAINING WHAT ONE SEES, [2] AND FROM FEAR OF MEN, AND ALSO FOR THE SAKE OF GREATER PLEASURES, ABSTAIN FROM THE DELIGHTS THAT ARE BEFORE THEM; SO ALSO, IN THE CASE OF FAITH, SOME PRACTICE SELF-RESTRAINT, EITHER OUT OF REGARD TO THE PROMISE OR FROM FEAR OF GOD. WELL, SUCH SELF-RESTRAINT IS THE BASIS OF KNOWLEDGE, AND AN APPROACH TO SOMETHING BETTER, AND AN EFFORT AFTER PERFECTION. FOR "THE FEAR OF THE LORD," IT IS SAID, "IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM."[3] BUT THE PERFECT MAN, OUT OF LOVE, "BEARETH ALL THINGS, ENDURETH ALL THINGS,"[4] "AS NOT PLEASING MAN, BUT GOD."[5] ALTHOUGH PRAISE FOLLOWS HIM AS A CONSEQUENCE, IT IS NOT FOR HIS OWN ADVANTAGE, BUT FOR THE IMITATION AND BENEFIT OF THOSE WHO PRAISE HIM. ACCORDING TO ANOTHER VIEW, IT IS NOT HE WHO MERELY CONTROLS HIS PASSIONS THAT IS CALLED A CONTINENT MAN, BUT HE WHO HAS ALSO ACHIEVED THE MASTERY OVER GOOD THINGS, AND HAS ACQUIRED SURELY THE GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF SCIENCE, FROM WHICH HE PRODUCES AS FRUITS THE ACTIVITIES OF VIRTUE. THUS, THE GNOSTIC IS NEVER, ON THE OCCURRENCE OF AN EMERGENCY, DISLODGED FROM THE HABIT PECULIAR TO HIM. FOR THE SCIENTIFIC POSSESSION OF WHAT IS GOOD IS FIRM AND UNCHANGEABLE, BEING THE KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS DIVINE AND HUMAN. KNOWLEDGE, THEN, NEVER BECOMES IGNORANCE NOR DOES GOOD CHANGE INTO EVIL. WHEREFORE ALSO HE EATS, AND DRINKS, AND MARRIES, NOT AS PRINCIPAL ENDS OF EXISTENCE, BUT AS NECESSARY. I NAME MARRIAGE EVEN, IF THE WORD PRESCRIBE, AND AS IS SUITABLE. FOR HAVING BECOME PERFECT, HE[6] HAS THE APOSTLES FOR EXAMPLES; AND ONE IS NOT REALLY SHOWN TO BE A MAN IN THE CHOICE OF SINGLE LIFE; BUT HE SURPASSES MEN, WHO, DISCIPLINED BY MARRIAGE, PROCREATION OF CHILDREN, AND CARE FOR THE HOUSE, WITHOUT PLEASURE OR PAIN, IN HIS SOLICITUDE FOR THE HOUSE HAS BEEN INSEPARABLE FROM GOD'S LOVE, AND WITHSTOOD ALL TEMPTATION ARISING THROUGH CHILDREN, AND WIFE, AND DOMESTICS, AND POSSESSIONS. BUT HE THAT HAS NO FAMILY IS IN A GREAT DEGREE FREE OF TEMPTATION. CARING, THEN, FOR HIMSELF ALONE, HE IS SURPASSED BY HIM WHO IS INFERIOR, AS FAR AS HIS OWN PERSONAL SALVATION IS CONCERNED, BUT WHO IS SUPERIOR IN THE CONDUCT OF LIFE, PRESERVING CERTAINLY, IN HIS CARE FOR THE TRUTH, A MINUTE IMAGE. BUT WE MUST AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE SUBJECT THE SOUL TO VARIED PREPARATORY EXERCISE, THAT IT MAY BECOME SUSCEPTIBLE TO THE RECEPTION OF KNOWLEDGE. DO YOU NOT SEE HOW WAX IS SOFTENED AND COPPER PURIFIED, IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THE STAMP APPLIED TO IT? JUST AS DEATH IS THE SEPARATION OF THE SOUL FROM THE BODY, SO IS KNOWLEDGE AS IT WERE THE RATIONAL DEATH URGING THE SPIRIT AWAY, AND SEPARATING IT FROM THE PASSIONS, AND LEADING IT ON TO THE LIFE OF WELL-DOING, THAT IT MAY THEN SAY WITH CONFIDENCE TO GOD, "I LIVE AS THOU WISHEST." FOR HE WHO MAKES IT HIS PURPOSE TO PLEASE MEN CANNOT PLEASE GOD, SINCE THE MULTITUDE CHOOSE NOT WHAT IS PROFITABLE, BUT WHAT IS PLEASANT. BUT IN PLEASING GOD, ONE AS A CONSEQUENCE GETS THE FAVOR OF THE GOOD AMONG MEN. HOW, THEN, CAN WHAT RELATES TO MEAT, AND DRINK, AND AMOROUS PLEASURE, BE AGREEABLE TO SUCH A ONE? SINCE HE VIEWS WITH SUSPICION EVEN A WORD THAT PRODUCES PLEASURE, AND A PLEASANT MOVEMENT AND ACT OF THE MIND. "FOR NO ONE CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS, GOD AND MAMMON,"[7] IT IS SAID; MEANING NOT SIMPLY MONEY, BUT THE RESOURCES ARISING FROM MONEY BESTOWED ON VARIOUS PLEASURES. IN REALITY, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR HIM WHO MAGNANIMOUSLY AND TRULY KNOWS GOD, TO SERVE ANTAGONISTIC PLEASURES. THERE IS ONE ALONE, THEN, WHO FROM THE BEGINNING WAS FREE OF CONCUPISCENCE--THE PHILANTHROPIC LORD, WHO FOR US BECAME MAN. AND WHOSOEVER ENDEAVOR TO BE ASSIMILATED TO THE IMPRESS GIVEN BY HIM, STRIVE, FROM EXERCISE, TO BECOME FREE OF CONCUPISCENCE. FOR HE WHO HAS EXERCISED CONCUPISCENCE AND THEN RESTRAINED HIMSELF, IS LIKE A WIDOW WHO BECOMES AGAIN A VIRGIN BY CONTINENCE. SUCH IS THE REWARD OF KNOWLEDGE, RENDERED TO THE SAVIOR AND TEACHER, WHICH HE HIMSELF ASKED FOR, ABSTINENCE FROM WHAT IS EVIL, ACTIVITY IN DOING GOOD, BY WHICH SALVATION IS ACQUIRED. AS, THEN, THOSE WHO HAVE LEARNED THE ARTS PROCURE THEIR LIVING BY WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN TAUGHT, SO ALSO IS THE GNOSTIC SAVED, PROCURING LIFE BY WHAT HE KNOWS. FOR HE WHO HAS NOT FORMED THE WISH TO EXTIRPATE THE PASSION OF THE SOUL, KILLS HIMSELF. BUT, AS SEEMS, IGNORANCE IS THE STARVATION OF THE SOUL, AND KNOWLEDGE ITS SUSTENANCE. SUCH ARE THE GNOSTIC SOULS, WHICH THE GOSPEL LIKENED TO THE CONSECRATED VIRGINS WHO WAIT FOR THE LORD. FOR THEY ARE VIRGINS, IN RESPECT OF THEIR ABSTAINING FROM WHAT IS EVIL. AND IN RESPECT OF THEIR WAITING OUT OF LOVE FOR THE LORD AND KINDLING THEIR LIGHT FOR THE CONTEMPLATION OF THINGS, THEY ARE WISE SOULS, SAYING, "LORD, FOR LONG WE HAVE DESIRED TO RECEIVE THEE; WE HAVE LIVED ACCORDING TO WHAT THOU HAST ENJOINED, TRANSGRESSING NONE OF THY COMMANDMENTS. WHEREFORE ALSO WE CLAIM THE PROMISES. AND WE PRAY FOR WHAT IS BENEFICIAL, SINCE IT IS NOT REQUISITE TO ASK OF THEE WHAT IS MOST EXCELLENT. AND WE SHALL TAKE EVERYTHING FOR GOOD; EVEN THOUGH THE EXERCISES THAT MEET US, WHICH THINE ARRANGEMENT BRINGS TO US FOR THE DISCIPLINE OF OUR STEADFASTNESS, APPEAR TO BE EVIL." THE GNOSTIC, THEN, FROM HIS EXCEEDING HOLINESS, IS BETTER PREPARED TO FAIL WHEN HE ASKS, THEN TO GET WHEN HE DOES NOT ASK. HIS WHOLE LIFE IS PRAYER AND CONVERSE WITH GOD. [1] AND IF HE BE PURE FROM SINS, HE WILL BY ALL MEANS OBTAIN WHAT HE WISHES. FOR GOD SAYS TO THE RIGHTEOUS MAN, "ASK, AND I WILL GIVE THEE; THINK, AND I WILL DO." IF BENEFICIAL, HE WILL RECEIVE IT AT ONCE; AND IF INJURIOUS, HE WILL NEVER ASK IT, AND THEREFORE HE WILL NOT RECEIVE IT. SO, IT SHALL BE AS HE WISHES. BUT IF ONE, SAY TO US, THAT SOME SINNERS EVEN OBTAIN ACCORDING TO THEIR REQUESTS, [WE SHOULD SAY] THAT THIS RARELY TAKES PLACE, BY REASON OF THE RIGHTEOUS GOODNESS OF GOD. AND IT IS GRANTED TO THOSE WHO ARE CAPABLE OF DOING OTHERS GOOD. WHENCE THE GIFT IS NOT MADE FOR THE SAKE OF HIM THAT ASKED IT; BUT THE DIVINE DISPENSATION, FORESEEING THAT ONE WOULD BE SAVED BY HIS MEANS, RENDERS THE BOON AGAIN RIGHTEOUS. AND TO THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY, THINGS WHICH ARE REALLY GOOD ARE GIVEN, EVEN WITHOUT THEIR ASKING. WHENEVER, THEN, ONE IS RIGHTEOUS, NOT FROM NECESSITY OR OUT OF FEAR OR HOPE, BUT FROM FREE CHOICE, THIS IS CALLED THE ROYAL ROAD, WHICH THE ROYAL RACE TRAVEL. BUT THE BYWAYS ARE SLIPPERY AND PRECIPITOUS. IF, THEN, ONE TAKE AWAY FEAR AND HONOR, I DO NOT KNOW IF THE ILLUSTRIOUS AMONG THE PHILOSOPHERS, WHO USE SUCH FREEDOM OF SPEECH, WILL ANY LONGER ENDURE AFFLICTIONS. NOW LUSTS AND OTHER SINS ARE CALLED "BRIARS AND THORNS." ACCORDINGLY, THE GNOSTIC LABORS IN THE LORD'S VINEYARD, PLANTING, PRUNING, WATERING; BEING THE DIVINE HUSBANDMAN OF WHAT IS PLANTED IN FAITH. THOSE, THEN, WHO HAVE NOT DONE EVIL, THINK IT RIGHT TO RECEIVE THE WAGES OF EASE. BUT HE WHO HAS DONE GOOD OUT OF FREE CHOICE, DEMANDS THE RECOMPENSE AS A GOOD WORKMAN. HE CERTAINLY SHALL RECEIVE DOUBLE WAGES--BOTH FOR WHAT HE HAS NOT DONE, AND FOR WHAT GOOD HE HAS DONE. SUCH A GNOSTIC IS TEMPTED BY NO ONE EXCEPT WITH GOD'S PERMISSION, AND THAT FOR THE BENEFIT OF THOSE WHO ARE WITH HIM; AND HE STRENGTHENS THEM FOR FAITH, ENCOURAGING THEM BY MANLY ENDURANCE. AND ASSUREDLY IT WAS FOR THIS END, FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND CONFIRMATION OF THE CHURCHES, THAT THE BLESSED APOSTLES WERE BROUGHT INTO TRIAL AND TO MARTYRDOM. THE GNOSTIC, THEN, HEARING A VOICE RINGING IN HIS EAR, WHICH SAYS, "WHOM I SHALL STRIKE, DO THOU PITY," BESEECHES THAT THOSE WHO HATE HIM MAY REPENT. FOR THE PUNISHMENT OF MALEFACTORS, TO BE CONSUMMATED IN THE HIGHWAYS, IS FOR CHILDREN TO BEHOLD; [2] FOR THERE IS NO POSSIBILITY OF THE GNOSTIC, WHO HAS FROM CHOICE TRAINED HIMSELF TO BE EXCELLENT AND GOOD, EVER BEING INSTRUCTED OR DELIGHTED WITH SUCH SPECTACLES.[3] AND SO, HAVING BECOME INCAPABLE OF BEING SOFTENED BY PLEASURES, AND NEVER FAILING INTO SINS, HE IS NOT CORRECTED BY THE EXAMPLES OF OTHER MEN'S SUFFERINGS. AND FAR FROM BEING PLEASED WITH EARTHLY PLEASURES AND SPECTACLES IS HE WHO HAS SHOWN A NOBLE CONTEMPT FOR THE PROSPECTS HELD OUT IN THIS WORLD, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE DIVINE. "NOT EVERY ONE," THEREFORE, "THAT SAYS LORD, LORD, SHALL ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD; BUT HE THAT DOETH THE WILL OF GOD."[4] SUCH IS THE GNOSTIC LABORER, WHO HAS THE MASTERY OF WORLDLY DESIRES EVEN WHILE STILL IN THE FLESH; AND WHO, IN REGARD TO THINGS FUTURE AND STILL INVISIBLE, WHICH HE KNOWS, HAS A SURE PERSUASION, SO THAT HE REGARDS THEM AS MORE PRESENT THAN THE THINGS WITHIN REACH. THIS ABLE WORKMAN REJOICES IN WHAT HE KNOWS, BUT IS CRAMPED ON ACCOUNT OF HIS BEING INVOLVED IN THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE; NOT YET DEEMED WORTHY OF THE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN WHAT HE KNOWS. SO, HE USES THIS LIFE AS IF IT BELONGED TO ANOTHER, SO FAR, THAT IS, AS IS NECESSARY. HE KNOWS ALSO THE ENIGMAS OF THE FASTING OF THOSE DAYS [5] I MEAN THE FOURTH AND THE PREPARATION. FOR THE ONE HAS ITS NAME FROM HERMES, AND THE OTHER FROM APHRODITE. HE FASTS IN HIS LIFE, IN RESPECT OF COVETOUSNESS AND VOLUPTUOUSNESS, FROM WHICH ALL THE VICES GROW. FOR WE HAVE ALREADY OFTEN ABOVE SHOWN THE THREE VARIETIES OF FORNICATION, ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE--LOVE OF PLEASURE, LOVE OF MONEY, IDOLATRY. HE FASTS, THEN, ACCORDING TO THE LAW, ABSTAINING FROM BAD DEEDS, AND, ACCORDING TO THE PERFECTION OF THE GOSPEL, FROM EVIL THOUGHTS. TEMPTATIONS ARE APPLIED TO HIM, NOT FOR HIS PURIFICATION, BUT, AS WE HAVE SAID, FOR THE GOOD OF HIS NEIGHBORS, IF, MAKING TRIAL OF TOILS AND PAINS, HE HAS DESPISED AND PASSED THEM BY. THE SAME HOLDS OF PLEASURE. FOR IT IS THE HIGHEST ACHIEVEMENT FOR ONE WHO HAS HAD TRIAL OF IT, AFTERWARDS TO ABSTAIN. FOR WHAT GREAT THING IS IT, IF A MAN RESTRAINS HIMSELF IN WHAT HE KNOWS NOT? HE, IN FULFILMENT OF THE PRECEPT, ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL, KEEPS THE LORD'S DAY, [1] WHEN HE ABANDONS AN EVIL DISPOSITION, AND ASSUMES THAT OF THE GNOSTIC, GLORIFYING THE LORD'S RESURRECTION IN HIMSELF. FURTHER, ALSO, WHEN HE HAS RECEIVED THE COMPREHENSION OF SCIENTIFIC SPECULATION, HE DEEMS THAT HE SEES THE LORD, DIRECTING HIS EYES TOWARDS THINGS INVISIBLE, ALTHOUGH HE SEEMS TO LOOK ON WHAT HE, DOES NOT WISH TO LOOK ON; CHASTISING THE FACULTY OF VISION, WHEN HE PERCEIVES HIMSELF PLEASURABLY AFFECTED BY THE APPLICATION OF HIS EYES; SINCE HE WISHES TO SEE AND HEAR THAT ALONE WHICH CONCERNS HIM. IN THE ACT OF CONTEMPLATING THE SOULS OF THE BRETHREN, HE BEHOLDS THE BEAUTY OF THE FLESH ALSO, WITH THE SOUL ITSELF, WHICH HAS BECOME HABITUATED TO LOOK SOLELY UPON THAT WHICH IS GOOD, WITHOUT CARNAL PLEASURE. AND THEY ARE REALLY BRETHREN; INASMUCH AS, BY REASON OF THEIR ELECT CREATION, AND THEIR ONENESS OF CHARACTER, AND THE NATURE OF THEIR DEEDS, THEY DO, AND THINK, AND SPEAK THE SAME HOLY AND GOOD WORKS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SENTIMENTS WITH WHICH THE LORD WISHED THEM AS ELECT TO BE INSPIRED. FOR FAITH SHOWS ITSELF IN THEIR MAKING CHOICE OF THE SAME THINGS; AND KNOWLEDGE, IN LEARNING AND THINKING THE SAME THINGS; AND HOPE, IN DESIRING [2] THE SAME THINGS. AND IF, THROUGH THE NECESSITY OF LIFE, HE SPENDS A SMALL PORTION OF TIME ABOUT HIS SUSTENANCE, HE THINKS HIMSELF DEFRAUDED, BEING DIVERTED BY BUSINESS. [3] THUS NOT EVEN IN DREAMS DOES HE LOOK ON AUGHT THAT IS UNSUITABLE TO AN ELECT MAN. FOR THOROUGHLY [4] A STRANGER AND SOJOURNER IN THE WHOLE OF LIFE IS EVERY SUCH ONE, WHO, INHABITING THE CITY, DESPISES THE THINGS IN THE CITY WHICH ARE ADMIRED BY OTHERS, AND LIVES IN THE CITY AS IN A DESERT, SO THAT THE PLACE MAY NOT COMPEL HIM, BUT HIS MODE OF LIFE SHOW HIM TO BE JUST. THIS GNOSTIC, TO SPEAK COMPENDIOUSLY, MAKES UP FOR THE ABSENCE OF THE APOSTLES, BY THE RECTITUDE OF HIS LIFE, THE ACCURACY OF HIS KNOWLEDGE, BY BENEFITING HIS RELATIONS, BY "REMOVING THE MOUNTAINS" OF HIS NEIGHBORS, AND PUTTING AWAY THE IRREGULARITIES OF THEIR SOUL. ALTHOUGH EACH OF US IS HIS [5] OWN VINEYARD AND LABORER. HE, TOO, WHILE DOING THE MOST EXCELLENT THINGS, WISHES TO ELUDE THE NOTICE OF MEN, PERSUADING THE LORD ALONG WITH HIMSELF THAT HE IS LIVING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE [6] COMMANDMENTS, PREFERRING THESE THINGS FROM BELIEVING THEM TO EXIST. "FOR WHERE ANY ONE'S MIND IS, THERE ALSO IS HIS TREASURE."[7] HE IMPOVERISHES HIMSELF, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY NEVER OVERLOOK A BROTHER WHO HAS BEEN BROUGHT INTO AFFLICTION, THROUGH THE PERFECTION THAT IS IN LOVE, ESPECIALLY IF HE KNOWS THAT HE WILL BEAR WANT HIMSELF EASIER THAN HIS BROTHER. HE CONSIDERS, ACCORDINGLY, THE OTHER'S PAIN HIS OWN GRIEF; AND IF, BY CONTRIBUTING FROM HIS OWN INDIGENCE IN ORDER TO DO GOOD, HE SUFFERS ANY HARDSHIP, HE DOES NOT FRET AT THIS, BUT AUGMENTS HIS BENEFICENCE STILL MORE. FOR HE POSSESSES IN ITS SINCERITY THE FAITH WHICH IS EXERCISED IN REFERENCE TO THE AFFAIRS OF LIFE, AND PRAISES THE GOSPEL IN PRACTICE AND CONTEMPLATION. AND, IN TRUTH, HE WINS HIS PRAISE "NOT FROM MEN, BUT FROM GOD,"[8] BY THE PERFORMANCE OF WHAT THE LORD HAS TAUGHT. HE, ATTRACTED BY HIS OWN HOPE, TASTES NOT THE GOOD THINGS THAT ARE IN THE WORLD, ENTERTAINING A NOBLE CONTEMPT FOR ALL THINGS HERE; PITYING THOSE THAT ARE CHASTISED AFTER DEATH, WHO THROUGH PUNISHMENT UNWILLINGLY MAKE CONFESSION; HAVING A CLEAR CONSCIENCE WITH REFERENCE TO HIS DEPARTURE, AND BEING ALWAYS READY, AS "A STRANGER AND PILGRIM," WITH REGARD TO THE INHERITANCES HERE; MINDFUL ONLY OF THOSE THAT ARE HIS OWN, AND REGARDING ALL THINGS HERE AS NOT HIS OWN; NOT ONLY ADMIRING THE LORD'S COMMANDMENTS, BUT, SO TO SPEAK, BEING BY KNOWLEDGE ITSELF PARTAKER OF THE DIVINE WILL; A TRULY CHOSEN INTIMATE OF THE LORD AND HIS COMMANDS IN VIRTUE OF BEING RIGHTEOUS; AND PRINCELY AND KINGLY AS BEING A GNOSTIC; DESPISING ALL THE GOLD ON EARTH AND UNDER THE EARTH, AND DOMINION FROM SHORE TO SHORE OF OCEAN, SO THAT HE MAY CLING TO THE SOLE SERVICE OF THE LORD. WHEREFORE ALSO, IN EATING, AND DRINKING, AND MARRYING (IF THE WORD ENJOIN), AND EVEN IN SEEING DREAMS, [9] HE DOES AND THINKS WHAT IS HOLY. SO, IS HE ALWAYS PURE FOR PRAYER? HE ALSO PRAYS IN THE SOCIETY OF ANGELS, AS BEING ALREADY OF ANGELIC RANK, AND HE IS NEVER OUT OF THEIR HOLY KEEPING; AND THOUGH HE PRAYS ALONE, HE HAS THE CHOIR OF THE SAINTS [10] STANDING WITH HIM. HE RECOGNIZES A TWOFOLD [ELEMENT IN FAITH], BOTH THE ACTIVITY OF HIM WHO BELIEVES, AND THE EXCELLENCE OF THAT WHICH IS BELIEVED ACCORDING TO ITS WORTH; SINCE ALSO RIGHTEOUSNESS IS TWOFOLD, THAT WHICH IS OUT OF LOVE, AND THAT FROM FEAR. ACCORDINGLY, IT IS SAID, "THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS PURE, REMAINING FOR EVER AND EVER."[1] FOR THOSE THAT FROM FEAR TURN TO FAITH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, REMAIN FOR EVER. NOW FEAR WORKS ABSTINENCE FROM WHAT IS EVIL; BUT LOVE EXHORTS TO THE DOING OF GOOD, BY BUILDING UP TO THE POINT OF SPONTANEOUSNESS; THAT ONE MAY HEAR FROM THE LORD, "I CALL YOU NO LONGER SERVANTS, BUT FRIENDS," AND MAY NOW WITH CONFIDENCE APPLY HIMSELF TO PRAYER. AND THE FORM OF HIS PRAYER IS THANKSGIVING FOR THE PAST, FOR THE PRESENT, AND FOR THE FUTURE AS ALREADY THROUGH FAITH PRESENT. THIS IS PRECEDED BY THE RECEPTION OF KNOWLEDGE. AND HE ASKS TO LIVE THE ALLOTTED LIFE IN THE FLESH AS A GNOSTIC, AS FREE FROM THE FLESH, AND TO ATTAIN TO THE BEST THINGS, AND FLEE FROM THE WORSE. HE ASKS, TOO, RELIEF IN THOSE THINGS IN WHICH WE HAVE SINNED, AND CONVERSION TO THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THEM. [2] HE FOLLOWS, ON HIS DEPARTURE, HIM WHO CALLS, AS QUICKLY, SO TO SPEAK, AS HE WHO GOES BEFORE CALLS, HASTING BY REASON OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE TO GIVE THANKS; AND HAVING GOT THERE WITH CHRIST SHOWS HIMSELF WORTHY, THROUGH HIS PURITY, TO POSSESS, BY A PROCESS OF BLENDING, THE POWER OF GOD COMMUNICATED BY CHRIST. FOR HE DOES NOT WISH TO BE WARM BY PARTICIPATION IN HEAT, OR LUMINOUS BY PARTICIPATION IN FLAME, BUT TO BE WHOLLY LIGHT. HE KNOWS ACCURATELY THE DECLARATION, "UNLESS YE HATE FATHER AND MOTHER, AND BESIDES YOUR OWN LIFE, AND UNLESS YE BEAR THE SIGN [OF THE CROSS]."[3] FOR HE HATES THE INORDINATE AFFECTION: OF THE FLESH, WHICH POSSESS THE POWERFUL SPELL OF PLEASURE; AND ENTERTAINS A NOBLE CONTEMPT FOR ALL THAT BELONGS TO THE CREATION AND NUTRIMENT OF THE FLESH. HE ALSO WITHSTANDS THE CORPOREAL[4] SOUL, PUTTING A BRIDLE-BIT ON THE RESTIVE IRRATIONAL SPIRIT: "FOR THE FLESH LUSTETH AGAINST THE SPIRIT."[5] AND "TO BEAR THE SIGN OF [THE CROSS]" IS TO BEAR ABOUT DEATH, BY TAKING FAREWELL OF ALL THINGS WHILE STILL ALIVE; SINCE THERE IS NOT EQUAL LOVE IN "HAVING SOWN THE FLESH,"[6] AND IN HAVING FORMED THE SOUL FOR KNOWLEDGE. HE HAVING ACQUIRED THE HABIT OF DOING GOOD, EXERCISES BENEFICENCE WELL, QUICKER THAN SPEAKING; PRAYING THAT HE MAY GET A SHARE IN THE SINS OF HIS BRETHREN, IN ORDER TO CONFESSION AND CONVERSION ON THE PART OF HIS KINDRED; AND EAGER TO GIVE A SHARE TO THOSE DEAREST TO HIM OF HIS OWN GOOD THINGS. AND SO, THESE ARE TO HIM, FRIENDS. PROMOTING, THEN, THE GROWTH OF THE SEEDS DEPOSITED IN HIM, ACCORDING TO THE HUSBANDRY ENJOINED BY THE LORD, HE CONTINUES FREE OF SIN, AND BECOMES CONTINENT, AND LIVES IN SPIRIT WITH THOSE WHO ARE LIKE HIM, AMONG THE CHOIRS OF THE SAINTS, THOUGH STILL DETAINED ON EARTH. HE, ALL DAY AND NIGHT, SPEAKING AND DOING THE LORD'S COMMANDS, REJOICES EXCEEDINGLY, NOT ONLY ON RISING IN THE MORNING AND AT NOON, BUT ALSO WHEN WALKING ABOUT, WHEN ASLEEP, WHEN DRESSING AND UNDRESSING; [7] AND HE TEACHES HIS SON, IF HE HAS A SON. HE IS INSEPARABLE FROM THE COMMANDMENT AND FROM HOPE, AND IS EVER GIVING THANKS TO GOD, LIKE THE LIVING CREATURES FIGURATIVELY SPOKEN OF BY ESAIAS, AND SUBMISSIVE IN EVERY TRIAL, HE SAYS, "THE LORD GAVE, AND THE LORD HATH TAKEN AWAY."[8] FOR SUCH ALSO WAS JOB; WHO AFTER THE SPOILING OF HIS EFFECTS, ALONG WITH THE HEALTH OF HIS BODY, RESIGNED ALL THROUGH LOVE TO THE LORD. FOR "HE WAS," IT IS SAID, "JUST, HOLY, AND KEPT APART FROM ALL WICKEDNESS."[9] NOW THE WORD "HOLY" POINTS OUT ALL DUTIES TOWARD GOD, AND THE ENTIRE COURSE OF LIFE. KNOWING WHICH, HE WAS A GNOSTIC. FOR WE MUST NEITHER CLING TOO MUCH TO SUCH THINGS, EVEN IF THEY ARE GOOD, SEEING THEY ARE HUMAN, NOR ON THE OTHER HAND DETEST THEM, IF THEY ARE BAD; BUT WE MUST BE ABOVE BOTH [GOOD AND BAD], TRAMPLING THE LATTER UNDER FOOT, AND PASSING ON THE FORMER TO THOSE WHO NEED THEM. BUT THE GNOSTIC IS CAUTIOUS IN ACCOMMODATION, LEST HE BE NOT PERCEIVED, OR LEST THE ACCOMMODATION BECOME DISPOSITION. 
CHAP. XIII. DESCRIPTION OF THE GNOSTIC CONTINUED. 
HE NEVER REMEMBERS THOSE WHO HAVE SINNED AGAINST HIM, BUT FORGIVES THEM. WHEREFORE ALSO HE RIGHTEOUSLY PRAYS, SAYING, "FORGIVE US; FOR WE ALSO FORGIVE."[10] FOR THIS ALSO IS ONE OF THE THINGS WHICH GOD WISHES, TO COVET NOTHING, TO HATE NO ONE. FOR ALL MEN ARE THE WORK OF ONE WILL. AND IS IT NOT THE SAVIOR, WHO WISHES THE GNOSTIC TO BE PERFECT AS" THE HEAVENLY FATHER,"[11] THAT IS, HIMSELF, WHO SAYS, "COME, YE CHILDREN, HEAR FROM ME THE FEAR OF THE LORD?" [12] HE WISHES HIM NO LONGER TO STAND IN NEED OF HELP BY ANGELS, BUT TO RECEIVE IT FROM HIMSELF, HAVING BECOME WORTHY, AND TO HAVE PROTECTION FROM HIMSELF BY OBEDIENCE. SUCH AN ONE DEMANDS FROM THE LORD, AND DOES NOT MERELY ASK. AND IN THE CASE OF HIS BRETHREN IN WANT, THE GNOSTIC WILL NOT ASK HIMSELF FOR ABUNDANCE OF WEALTH TO BESTOW, BUT WILL PRAY THAT THE SUPPLY OF WHAT THEY NEED MAY BE FURNISHED TO THEM. FOR SO THE GNOSTIC GIVES HIS PRAYER TO THOSE WHO ARE IN NEED, AND BY HIS PRAYER THEY ARE SUPPLIED, WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE, AND WITHOUT VANITY. PENURY [EXTREME POVERTY] AND DISEASE, AND SUCH TRIALS, ARE OFTEN SENT FOR ADMONITION, FOR THE CORRECTION OF THE PAST, AND FOR CARE FOR THE FUTURE. SUCH AN ONE PRAYS FOR RELIEF FROM THEM, IN VIRTUE OF POSSESSING THE PREROGATIVE OF KNOWLEDGE, NOT OUT OF VAINGLORY; BUT FROM THE VERY FACT OF HIS BEING A GNOSTIC, HE WORKS BENEFICENCE, HAVING BECOME THE INSTRUMENT OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD. THEY SAY IN THE TRADITIONS [1] THAT MATTHEW THE APOSTLE CONSTANTLY SAID, THAT "IF THE NEIGHBOR OF AN ELECT MAN SIN, THE ELECT MAN HAS SINNED. FOR HAD HE CONDUCTED HIMSELF AS THE WORD PRESCRIBES, HIS NEIGHBOR ALSO WOULD HAVE BEEN FILLED WITH SUCH REVERENCE FOR THE LIFE HE LED AS NOT TO SIN." WHAT, THEN, SHALL WE SAY OF THE GNOSTIC HIMSELF? "KNOW YE NOT," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "THAT YE ARE THE TEMPLE OF GOD?"[2] THE GNOSTIC IS CONSEQUENTLY DIVINE, AND ALREADY HOLY, GOD-BEARING, AND GOD- BORNE. NOW THE SCRIPTURE, SHOWING THAT SINNING IS FOREIGN TO HIM, SELLS THOSE WHO HAVE FALLEN AWAY TO STRANGERS, SAYING, "LOOK NOT ON A STRANGE WOMAN, TO LUST,"[3] PLAINLY PRONOUNCES SIN FOREIGN AND CONTRARY TO THE NATURE OF THE TEMPLE OF GOD. NOW THE TEMPLE IS GREAT, AS THE CHURCH, AND IT IS SMALL, AS THE MAN WHO PRESERVES THE SEED OF ABRAHAM. HE, THEREFORE, WHO HAS GOD RESTING IN HIM WILL NOT DESIRE AUGHT ELSE. AT ONCE LEAVING ALL HINDRANCES, AND DESPISING ALL MATTER WHICH DISTRACTS HIM, HE CLEAVES THE HEAVEN BY KNOWLEDGE. AND PASSING THROUGH THE SPIRITUAL ESSENCES, AND ALL RULE AND AUTHORITY, HE TOUCHES THE HIGHEST THRONES, HASTING TO THAT ALONE FOR THE SAKE OF WHICH ALONE HE KNEW. MIXING, THEN, "THE SERPENT WITH THE DOVE,"[4] HE LIVES AT ONCE PERFECTLY AND WITH A GOOD CONSCIENCE, MINGLING FAITH WITH HOPE, IN ORDER TO THE EXPECTATION OF THE FUTURE. FOR HE IS CONSCIOUS OF THE BOON HE HAS RECEIVED, HAVING BECOME WORTHY OF OBTAINING IT; AND IS TRANSLATED FROM SLAVERY TO ADOPTION, AS THE CONSEQUENCE OF KNOWLEDGE; KNOWING GOD, OR RATHER KNOWN OF HIM, FOR THE END, HE PUTS FORTH ENERGIES CORRESPONDING TO THE WORTH OF GRACE. FOR WORKS FOLLOW KNOWLEDGE, AS THE SHADOW THE BODY. RIGHTLY, THEN, HE IS NOT DISTURBED BY ANYTHING WHICH HAPPENS; NOR DOES HE SUSPECT THOSE THINGS, WHICH, THROUGH DIVINE ARRANGEMENT, TAKE PLACE FOR GOOD. NOR IS HE ASHAMED TO DIE, HAVING A GOOD CONSCIENCE, AND BEING FIT TO BE SEEN BY THE POWERS. CLEANSED, SO TO SPEAK, FROM ALL THE STAINS OF THE SOUL, HE KNOWS RIGHT WELL THAT IT WILL BE BETTER WITH HIM AFTER HIS DEPARTURE. WHENCE HE NEVER PREFERS PLEASURE AND PROFIT TO THE DIVINE ARRANGEMENT, SINCE HE TRAINS HIMSELF BY THE COMMANDS, THAT IN ALL THINGS HE MAY BE WELL PLEASING TO THE LORD, AND PRAISEWORTHY IN THE SIGHT OF THE WORLD, SINCE ALL THINGS DEPEND ON THE ONE SOVEREIGN GOD. THE SON OF GOD, IT IS SAID, CAME TO HIS OWN, AND HIS OWN RECEIVED HIM NOT. WHEREFORE ALSO IN THE USE OF THE THINGS OF THE WORLD HE NOT ONLY GIVES THANKS AND PRAISES THE CREATION, BUT ALSO, WHILE USING THEM AS IS RIGHT, IS PRAISED; SINCE THE END HE HAS IN VIEW TERMINATES IN CONTEMPLATION BY GNOSTIC ACTIVITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COMMANDMENTS. THENCE NOW, BY KNOWLEDGE COLLECTING MATERIALS TO BE THE FOOD OF CONTEMPLATION, HAVING EMBRACED NOBLY THE MAGNITUDE OF KNOWLEDGE, HE ADVANCES TO THE HOLY RECOMPENSE OF TRANSLATION HENCE. FOR HE HAS HEARD THE PSALM WHICH SAYS: "ENCIRCLE ZION, AND ENCOMPASS IT, TELL UPON ITS TOWERS."[5] FOR IT INTIMATES, I THINK, THOSE WHO HAVE SUBLIMELY EMBRACED THE WORD, SO AS TO BECOME LOFTY TOWERS, AND TO STAND FIRMLY IN FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE. LET THESE STATEMENTS CONCERNING THE GNOSTIC, CONTAINING THE GERMS OF THE MATTER IN AS BRIEF TERMS AS POSSIBLE, BE MADE TO THE GREEKS. BUT LET IT BE KNOWN THAT IF THE [MERE] BELIEVER DO RIGHTLY ONE OR A SECOND OF THESE THINGS, YET HE WILL NOT DO SO IN ALL NOR WITH THE HIGHEST KNOWLEDGE, LIKE THE GNOSTIC. 
CHAP. XIV. DESCRIPTION OF THE GNOSTIC FURNISHED BY AN EXPOSITION OF 1 COR. VI. 1, ETC. 
NOW, OF WHAT I MAY CALL THE PASSIONLESSNESS WHICH WE ATTRIBUTE TO THE GNOSTIC (IN WHICH THE PERFECTION OF THE BELIEVER, "ADVANCING BY LOVE, COMES TO A PERFECT MAN, TO THE MEASURE OF FULL STATURE,"[6] BY BEING ASSIMILATED TO GOD, AND BY BECOMING TRULY ANGELIC), MANY OTHER TESTIMONIES FROM THE SCRIPTURE, OCCUR TO ME TO ADDUCE. BUT I THINK IT BETTER, ON ACCOUNT OF THE LENGTH OF THE DISCOURSE, THAT SUCH AN HONOR SHOULD BE DEVOLVED ON THOSE WHO WISH TO TAKE PAINS, AND LEAVE IT TO THEM TO ELABORATE THE DOGMAS BY THE SELECTION OF SCRIPTURES. ONE PASSAGE, ACCORDINGLY, I SHALL IN THE BRIEFEST TERMS ADVERT TO, SO AS NOT TO LEAVE THE TOPIC UNEXPLAINED. FOR IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS THE DIVINE APOSTLE SAYS: "DARE ANY OF YOU, HAVING A MATTER AGAINST THE OTHER, GO TO LAW BEFORE THE UNRIGHTEOUS, AND NOT BEFORE THE SAINTS? KNOW YE NOT THAT THE SAINTS SHALL JUDGE THE WORLD?"[7] AND SO ON. THE SECTION BEING VERY LONG, WE SHALL EXHIBIT THE MEANING OF THE APOSTLE'S UTTERANCE BY EMPLOYING SUCH OF THE APOSTOLIC EXPRESSIONS AS ARE MOST PERTINENT, AND IN THE BRIEFEST LANGUAGE, AND IN A SORT OF CURSORY WAY, INTERPRETING THE DISCOURSE IN WHICH HE DESCRIBES THE PERFECTION OF THE GNOSTIC. FOR HE DOES NOT MERELY INSTANCE THE GNOSTIC AS CHARACTERIZED BY SUFFERING WRONG RATHER THAN DO WRONG; BUT HE TEACHES THAT HE IS NOT MINDFUL OF INJURIES, AND DOES NOT ALLOW HIM EVEN TO PRAY AGAINST THE MAN WHO HAS DONE HIM WRONG. FOR HE KNOWS THAT THE LORD EXPRESSLY ENJOINED "TO PRAY FOR ENEMIES."[1] TO SAY, THEN, THAT THE MAN WHO HAS BEEN INJURED GOES TO LAW BEFORE THE UNRIGHTEOUS, IS NOTHING ELSE THAN TO SAY THAT HE SHOWS A WISH TO RETALIATE, AND A DESIRE TO INJURE THE SECOND IN RETURN, WHICH IS ALSO TO DO WRONG LIKEWISE HIMSELF. AND HIS SAYING, THAT HE WISHES "SOME TO GO TO LAW BEFORE THE SAINTS," POINTS OUT THOSE WHO ASK BY PRAYER THAT THOSE WHO HAVE DONE WRONG SHOULD SUFFER RETALIATION FOR THEIR INJUSTICE, AND INTIMATES THAT THE SECOND ARE BETTER THAN THE FORMER; BUT THEY ARE NOT YET OBEDIENT, [2] IF THEY DO NOT, HAVING BECOME ENTIRELY FREE OF RESENTMENT, PRAY EVEN FOR THEIR ENEMIES. IT IS WELL, THEN, FOR THEM TO RECEIVE RIGHT DISPOSITIONS FROM REPENTANCE, WHICH RESULTS IN FAITH. FOR IF THE TRUTH SEEMS TO GET ENEMIES WHO ENTERTAIN BAD FEELING, YET IT IS NOT HOSTILE TO ANY ONE. "FOR GOD MAKES HIS SUN TO SHINE ON THE JUST AND ON THE UNJUST,"[3] AND SENT THE LORD HIMSELF TO THE JUST AND THE UNJUST. AND HE THAT EARNESTLY STRIVES TO BE ASSIMILATED TO GOD, IN THE EXERCISE OF GREAT ABSENCE OF RESENTMENT, FORGIVES SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN TIMES, AS IT WERE ALL HIS LIFE THROUGH, AND IN ALL HIS COURSE IN THIS WORLD (THAT BEING INDICATED BY THE ENUMERATION OF SEVENS) SHOWS CLEMENCY TO EACH AND ANY ONE; IF ANY DURING THE WHOLE TIME OF HIS LIFE IN THE FLESH DO THE GNOSTIC WRONG. FOR HE NOT ONLY DEEMS IT RIGHT THAT THE GOOD MAN SHOULD RESIGN HIS PROPERTY ALONE TO OTHERS, BEING OF THE NUMBER OF THOSE WHO HAVE DONE HIM WRONG; BUT ALSO WISHES THAT THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHOULD ASK OF THOSE JUDGES’ FORGIVENESS FOR THE OFFENCES OF THOSE WHO HAVE DONE HIM WRONG. AND WITH REASON, IF INDEED IT IS ONLY IN THAT WHICH IS EXTERNAL AND CONCERNS THE BODY, THOUGH IT GOES TO THE EXTENT OF DEATH EVEN, THAT THOSE WHO ATTEMPT TO WRONG HIM TAKE ADVANTAGE OF HIM; NONE OF WHICH TRULY BELONG TO THE GNOSTIC. AND HOW SHALL ONE "JUDGE" THE APOSTATE "ANGELS," WHO HAS BECOME HIMSELF AN APOSTATE FROM THAT FORGETFULNESS OF INJURIES, WHICH IS ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL? "WHY DO YE NOT RATHER SUFFER WRONG?" HE SAYS; "WHY ARE YE NOT RATHER DEFRAUDED? YEA, YE DO WRONG AND DEFRAUD,"[4] MANIFESTLY BY PRAYING AGAINST THOSE WHO TRANSGRESS IN IGNORANCE, AND DEPRIVE OF THE PHILANTHROPY AND GOODNESS OF GOD, AS FAR AS IN YOU LIES, THOSE AGAINST WHOM YOU PRAY, "AND THESE YOUR BRETHREN,"--NOT MEANING THOSE IN THE FAITH ONLY, BUT ALSO THE PROSELYTES. FOR WHETHER HE WHO NOW IS HOSTILE SHALL AFTERWARDS BELIEVE, WE KNOW NOT AS YET. FROM WHICH THE CONCLUSION FOLLOWS CLEARLY, IF ALL ARE NOT YET BRETHREN TO US, THEY OUGHT TO BE REGARDED IN THAT LIGHT. AND NOW IT IS ONLY THE MAN OF KNOWLEDGE WHO RECOGNIZES ALL MEN TO BE THE WORK OF ONE GOD, AND INVESTED WITH ONE IMAGE IN ONE NATURE, ALTHOUGH SOME MAY BE MORE TURBID THAN OTHERS; AND IN THE CREATURES HE RECOGNIZES THE OPERATION, BY WHICH AGAIN HE ADORES THE WILL OF GOD. "KNOW YE NOT THAT THE UNRIGHTEOUS SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD?"[5] HE ACTS UNRIGHTEOUSLY WHO RETALIATES, WHETHER BY DEED OR WORD, OR BY THE CONCEPTION OF A WISH, WHICH, AFTER THE TRAINING OF THE LAW, THE GOSPEL REJECTS. "AND SUCH WERE SOME OF YOU"--SUCH MANIFESTLY AS THOSE STILL ARE WHOM YOU DO NOT FORGIVE; "BUT YE ARE WASHED,"[6] NOT SIMPLY AS THE REST, BUT WITH KNOWLEDGE; YE HAVE CAST OFF THE PASSIONS OF THE SOUL, IN ORDER TO BECOME ASSIMILATED, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, TO THE GOODNESS OF GOD'S PROVIDENCE BY LONG-SUFFERING, AND BY FORGIVENESS "TOWARDS THE JUST AND THE UNJUST," CASTING ON THEM THE GLEAM OF BENIGNITY IN WORD AND DEEDS, AS THE SUN. THE GNOSTIC WILL ACHIEVE THIS EITHER BY GREATNESS OF MIND, OR BY IMITATION OF WHAT IS BETTER. AND THAT IS A THIRD CAUSE. "FORGIVE, AND IT SHALL BE FORGIVEN YOU;" THE COMMANDMENT, AS IT WERE, COMPELLING TO SALVATION THROUGH SUPERABUNDANCE OF GOODNESS. "BUT YE ARE SANCTIFIED." FOR HE WHO HAS COME TO THIS STATE IS IN A CONDITION TO BE HOLY, FALLING INTO NONE OF THE PASSIONS IN ANY WAY, BUT AS IT WERE ALREADY DISEMBODIED AND ALREADY GROWN HOLY WITHOUT [7] THIS EARTH. "WHEREFORE," HE SAYS, "YE ARE JUSTIFIED IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD." YE ARE MADE, SO TO SPEAK, BY HIM TO BE RIGHTEOUS AS HE IS, AND ARE BLENDED AS FAR AS POSSIBLE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. FOR "ARE NOT ALL THINGS LAWFUL TO ME? YET I WILL NOT BE BROUGHT UNDER THE POWER OF ANY,"[8] SO AS TO DO, OR THINK, OR SPEAK AUGHT CONTRARY TO THE GOSPEL. "MEATS FOR THE BELLY, AND THE BELLY FOR MEATS, WHICH GOD SHALL DESTROY,"[9] THAT IS, SUCH AS THINK AND LIVE AS IF THEY WERE MADE FOR EATING, AND DO NOT EAT THAT THEY MAY LIVE AS A CONSEQUENCE, AND APPLY TO KNOWLEDGE AS THE PRIMARY END. AND DOES HE NOT SAY THAT THESE ARE, AS IT WERE, THE FLESHY PARTS OF THE HOLY BODY? AS A BODY, THE CHURCH OF THE LORD, THE SPIRITUAL AND HOLY CHOIR, IS SYMBOLIZED. [1] WHENCE THOSE, WHO ARE MERELY CALLED, BUT DO NOT LIVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WORD, ARE THE FLESHY PARTS. "NOW" THIS SPIRITUAL "BODY," THE HOLY CHURCH, "IS NOT FOR FORNICATION." NOR ARE THOSE THINGS WHICH BELONG TO HEATHEN LIFE TO BE ADOPTED BY APOSTASY FROM THE GOSPEL. FOR HE WHO CONDUCTS HIMSELF HEATHENISHLY IN THE CHURCH, WHETHER IN DEED, OR WORD, OR EVEN IN THOUGHT, COMMITS FORNICATION WITH REFERENCE TO THE CHURCH AND HIS OWN BODY. HE WHO IN THIS WAY "IS JOINED TO THE HARLOT," THAT IS, TO CONDUCT CONTRARY TO THE COVENANT BECOMES ANOTHER "BODY," NOT HOLY, "AND ONE FLESH," AND HAS A HEATHENISH LIFE AND ANOTHER HOPE. "BUT HE THAT IS JOINED TO THE LORD IN SPIRIT" BECOMES A SPIRITUAL BODY BY A DIFFERENT KIND OF CONJUNCTION. SUCH AN ONE IS WHOLLY A SON, A HOLY MAN, PASSIONLESS, GNOSTIC, PERFECT, FORMED BY THE TEACHING OF THE LORD; IN ORDER THAT IN DEED, IN WORD, AND IN SPIRIT ITSELF, BEING BROUGHT CLOSE TO THE LORD, HE MAY RECEIVE THE MANSION THAT IS DUE TO HIM WHO HAS REACHED MANHOOD THUS. LET THE SPECIMEN SUFFICE TO THOSE WHO HAVE EARS. FOR IT IS NOT REQUIRED TO UNFOLD THE MYSTERY, BUT ONLY TO INDICATE WHAT IS SUFFICIENT FOR THOSE WHO ARE PARTAKERS IN KNOWLEDGE TO BRING IT TO MIND; WHO ALSO WILL COMPREHEND HOW IT WAS SAID BY THE LORD, "BE YE PERFECT AS YOUR FATHER, PERFECTLY,"[2] BY FORGIVING SINS, AND FORGETTING INJURIES, AND LIVING IN THE HABIT OF PASSIONLESSNESS. FOR AS WE CALL A PHYSICIAN PERFECT, AND A PHILOSOPHER PERFECT, SO ALSO, IN MY VIEW, DO WE CALL A GNOSTIC PERFECT. BUT NOT ONE OF THOSE POINTS, ALTHOUGH OF THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE, IS ASSUMED IN ORDER TO THE LIKENESS OF GOD. FOR WE DO NOT SAY, AS THE STOICS DO MOST IMPIOUSLY, THAT VIRTUE IN MAN AND GOD IS THE SAME. OUGHT WE NOT THEN TO BE PERFECT, AS THE FATHER WILLS? FOR IT IS UTTERLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANY ONE TO BECOME PERFECT AS GOD IS. NOW THE FATHER WISHES US TO BE PERFECT BY LIVING BLAMELESSLY, ACCORDING TO THE OBEDIENCE OF THE GOSPEL. IF, THEN, THE STATEMENT BEING ELLIPTICAL, WE UNDERSTAND WHAT IS WANTING, IN ORDER TO COMPLETE THE SECTION FOR THOSE WHO ARE INCAPABLE OF UNDERSTANDING WHAT IS LEFT OUT, WE SHALL BOTH KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND SHALL WALK AT ONCE PIOUSLY AND MAGNANIMOUSLY, AS BEFITS THE DIGNITY OF THE COMMANDMENT. 
CHAP. XV. THE OBJECTION TO JOIN THE CHURCH ON ACCOUNT OF THE DIVERSITY OF HERESIES ANSWERED. 
SINCE IT COMES NEXT TO REPLY TO THE OBJECTIONS ALLEGED AGAINST US BY GREEKS AND JEWS; AND SINCE, IN SOME OF THE QUESTIONS PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED, THE SECTS ALSO WHO ADHERE TO OTHER TEACHING GIVE, THEIR HELP, IT WILL BE WELL FIRST TO CLEAR AWAY THE OBSTACLES BEFORE US, AND THEN, PREPARED THUS FOR THE SOLUTION OF THE DIFFICULTIES, TO ADVANCE TO THE SUCCEEDING MISCELLANY. FIRST, THEN, THEY MAKE THIS OBJECTION TO US, SAYING, THAT THEY OUGHT NOT TO BELIEVE ON ACCOUNT OF THE DISCORD OF THE SECTS. FOR THE TRUTH IS WARPED WHEN SOME TEACH ONE SET OF DOGMAS, OTHERS ANOTHER. TO WHOM WE SAY, THAT AMONG YOU WHO ARE JEWS, AND AMONG THE MOST FAMOUS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS AMONG THE GREEKS, VERY MANY SECTS HAVE SPRUNG UP. AND YET YOU DO NOT SAY THAT ONE OUGHT TO HESITATE TO PHILOSOPHIZE OR JUDAIZE, BECAUSE OF THE WANT OF AGREEMENT OF THE SECTS AMONG YOU BETWEEN THEMSELVES. AND THEN, THAT HERESIES SHOULD BE SOWN AMONG THE TRUTH, AS "TARES AMONG THE WHEAT," WAS FORETOLD BY THE LORD; AND WHAT WAS PREDICTED TO TAKE PLACE COULD NOT BUT HAPPEN. [3] AND THE CAUSE OF THIS IS, THAT EVERYTHING THAT IS FAIR IS FOLLOWED BY A FOUL BLOT. IF ONE, THEN, VIOLATE HIS ENGAGEMENTS, AND GO ASIDE FROM THE CONFESSION WHICH HE MAKES BEFORE US, ARE WE NOT TO STICK TO THE TRUTH BECAUSE HE HAS BELIED HIS PROFESSION? BUT AS THE GOOD MAN MUST NOT PROVE FALSE OR FAIL TO RATIFY WHAT HE HAS PROMISED, ALTHOUGH OTHERS VIOLATE THEIR ENGAGEMENTS; SO ALSO, ARE WE BOUND IN NO WAY TO TRANSGRESS THE CANON OF THE CHURCH. [4] AND ESPECIALLY DO WE KEEP OUR PROFESSION IN THE MOST IMPORTANT POINTS, WHILE THEY TRAVERSE IT. THOSE, THEN, ARE TO BE BELIEVED, WHO HOLD FIRMLY TO THE TRUTH. AND WE MAY BROADLY MAKE USE OF THIS REPLY, AND SAY TO THEM, THAT PHYSICIANS HOLDING OPPOSITE OPINIONS ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN SCHOOLS, YET EQUALLY IN POINT OF FACT TREAT PATIENTS. DOES ONE, THEN, WHO IS ILL IN BODY AND NEEDING TREATMENT, NOT HAVE RECOURSE TO A PHYSICIAN, ON ACCOUNT OF THE DIFFERENT SCHOOLS IN MEDICINE? NO MORE, THEN, MAY HE WHO IN SOUL IS SICK AND FULL OF IDOLS, MAKE A PRETEXT OF THE HERESIES, IN REFERENCE TO THE RECOVERY OF HEALTH AND CONVERSION TO GOD. FURTHER, IT IS SAID THAT IT IS ON ACCOUNT OF "THOSE THAT ARE APPROVED THAT HERESIES EXIST."[5] [THE APOSTLE] CALLS "APPROVED," EITHER THOSE WHO IN REACHING FAITH APPLY TO THE TEACHING OF THE LORD WITH SOME DISCRIMINATION (AS THOSE ARE CALLED SKILLFUL [6] MONEY-CHANGERS, WHO DISTINGUISH THE SPURIOUS COIN FROM THE GENUINE BY THE FALSE STAMP), OR THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY BECOME APPROVED BOTH IN LIFE AND KNOWLEDGE. FOR THIS REASON, THEN, WE REQUIRE GREATER ATTENTION AND CONSIDERATION IN ORDER TO INVESTIGATE HOW PRECISELY WE OUGHT TO LIVE, AND WHAT IS THE TRUE PIETY. FOR IT IS PLAIN THAT, FROM THE VERY REASON THAT TRUTH IS DIFFICULT AND ARDUOUS OF ATTAINMENT, QUESTIONS ARISE FROM WHICH SPRING THE HERESIES, SAVORING OF SELF-LOVE AND VANITY, OF THOSE WHO HAVE NOT LEARNED OR APPREHENDED TRULY, BUT ONLY CAUGHT UP A MERE CONCEIT OF KNOWLEDGE. WITH THE GREATER CARE, THEREFORE, ARE WE TO EXAMINE THE REAL TRUTH, WHICH ALONE HAS FOR ITS OBJECT THE TRUE GOD. AND THE TOIL IS FOLLOWED BY SWEET DISCOVERY AND REMINISCENCE. ON ACCOUNT OF THE HERESIES, THEREFORE, THE TOIL OF DISCOVERY MUST BE UNDERTAKEN; BUT WE MUST NOT AT ALL ABANDON [THE TRUTH]. FOR, ON FRUIT BEING SET BEFORE US, SOME REAL AND RIPE, AND SOME MADE OF WAX, AS LIKE THE REAL AS POSSIBLE, WE ARE NOT TO ABSTAIN FROM BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF THE RESEMBLANCE. BUT BY THE EXERCISE OF THE APPREHENSION OF CONTEMPLATION, AND BY REASONING OF THE MOST DECISIVE CHARACTER, WE MUST DISTINGUISH THE TRUE FROM THE SEEMING. AND AS, WHILE THERE IS ONE ROYAL HIGHWAY, THERE ARE MANY OTHERS, SOME LEADING TO A PRECIPICE, SOME TO A RUSHING RIVER OR TO A DEEP SEA, NO ONE WILL SHRINK FROM TRAVELLING BY REASON OF THE DIVERSITY, BUT WILL MAKE USE OF THE SAFE, AND ROYAL, AND FREQUENTED WAY; SO, THOUGH SOME SAY THIS, SOME THAT, CONCERNING THE TRUTH, WE MUST NOT ABANDON IT; BUT MUST SEEK OUT THE MOST ACCURATE KNOWLEDGE RESPECTING IT. SINCE ALSO AMONG GARDEN-GROWN VEGETABLES WEEDS ALSO SPRING UP, ARE THE HUSBANDMEN, THEN, TO DESIST FROM GARDENING? HAVING THEN FROM NATURE ABUNDANT MEANS FOR EXAMINING THE STATEMENTS MADE, WE OUGHT TO DISCOVER THE SEQUENCE OF THE TRUTH. WHEREFORE ALSO WE ARE RIGHTLY CONDEMNED, IF WE DO NOT ASSENT TO WHAT WE OUGHT TO OBEY, AND DO NOT DISTINGUISH WHAT IS HOSTILE, AND UNSEEMLY, AND UNNATURAL, AND FALSE, FROM WHAT IS TRUE, CONSISTENT, AND SEEMLY, AND ACCORDING TO NATURE. AND THESE MEANS MUST BE EMPLOYED IN ORDER TO ATTAIN TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE REAL TRUTH. THIS PRETEXT IS THEN, IN THE CASE OF THE GREEKS, FUTILE; FOR THOSE WHO ARE WILLING MAY FIND THE TRUTH. BUT IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO ADDUCE UNREASONABLE EXCUSES, THEIR CONDEMNATION IS UNANSWERABLE. FOR WHETHER DO THEY DENY OR ADMIT THAT THERE IS SUCH A THING AS DEMONSTRATION? I AM OF OPINION THAT ALL WILL MAKE THE ADMISSION, EXCEPT THOSE WHO TAKE AWAY THE SENSES. THERE BEING DEMONSTRATION, THEN, IT IS NECESSARY TO CONDESCEND TO QUESTIONS, AND TO ASCERTAIN BY WAY OF DEMONSTRATION BY THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES HOW THE HERESIES FAILED, AND HOW IN THE TRUTH ALONE AND IN THE ANCIENT CHURCH IS BOTH THE EXACTEST KNOWLEDGE, AND THE TRULY BEST SET OF I PRINCIPLES (AIRESIS).[1] NOW, OF THOSE WHO DIVERGE FROM THE TRUTH, SOME ATTEMPT TO DECEIVE THEMSELVES ALONE, AND SOME ALSO THEIR NEIGHBORS. THOSE, THEN, WHO ARE CALLED (DOXOSOFOI) WISE IN THEIR OWN OPINIONS, WHO THINK THAT THEY HAVE FOUND THE TRUTH, BUT HAVE NO TRUE DEMONSTRATION, DECEIVE THEMSELVES IN THINKING THAT THEY HAVE REACHED A RESTING-PLACE. AND OF WHOM THERE IS NO INCONSIDERABLE MULTITUDE, WHO AVOID INVESTIGATIONS FOR FEAR OF REFUTATIONS, AND SHUN INSTRUCTIONS FOR FEAR OF CONDEMNATION. BUT THOSE WHO DECEIVE THOSE WHO SEEK ACCESS TO THEM ARE VERY ASTUTE; WHO, AWARE THAT THEY KNOW NOTHING, YET DARKEN THE TRUTH WITH PLAUSIBLE ARGUMENTS. BUT, IN MY OPINION, THE NATURE OF PLAUSIBLE ARGUMENTS IS OF ONE CHARACTER, AND THAT OF TRUE ARGUMENTS OF ANOTHER. AND WE KNOW THAT IT IS NECESSARY THAT THE APPELLATION OF THE HERESIES SHOULD BE EXPRESSED IN CONTRADISTINCTION TO THE TRUTH; FROM WHICH THE SOPHISTS, DRAWING CERTAIN THINGS FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF MEN, AND BURYING THEM IN HUMAN ARTS INVENTED BY THEMSELVES, GLORY RATHER IN BEING AT THE HEAD OF A SCHOOL THAN PRESIDING OVER THE CHURCH? 
CHAP. XVI. SCRIPTURE THE CRITERION BY WHICH TRUTH AND HERESY ARE DISTINGUISHED. [3] 
BUT THOSE WHO ARE READY TO TOIL IN THE MOST EXCELLENT PURSUITS, WILL NOT DESIST FROM THE SEARCH AFTER TRUTH, TILL THEY GET THE DEMONSTRATION FROM THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES. THERE ARE CERTAIN CRITERIA COMMON TO MEN, AS THE SENSES; AND OTHERS THAT BELONG TO THOSE WHO HAVE EMPLOYED THEIR WILLS AND ENERGIES IN WHAT IS TRUE, THE METHODS WHICH ARE PURSUED BY THE MIND AND REASON, TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN TRUE AND FALSE PROPOSITIONS. NOW, IT IS A VERY GREAT THING TO ABANDON OPINION, BY TAKING ONE'S STAND BETWEEN ACCURATE KNOWLEDGE AND THE RASH WISDOM OF OPINION, AND TO KNOW THAT HE WHO HOPES FOR EVERLASTING REST KNOWS ALSO THAT THE ENTRANCE TO IT IS TOILSOME "AND STRAIT." AND LET HIM WHO HAS ONCE RECEIVED THE GOSPEL, EVEN IN THE VERY HOUR IN WHICH HE HAS COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION, "NOT TURN BACK, LIKE LOT'S WIFE," AS IS SAID; AND LET HIM NOT GO BACK EITHER TO HIS FORMER LIFE, WHICH ADHERES TO THE THINGS OF SENSE, OR TO HERESIES. FOR THEY FORM THE CHARACTER, NOT KNOWING THE TRUE GOD. "FOR HE THAT LOVETH FATHER OR MOTHER MORE THAN ME," THE FATHER AND TEACHER OF THE TRUTH, WHO REGENERATES AND CREATES ANEW, AND NOURISHES THE ELECT SOUL, "IS NOT WORTHY OF ME"--HE MEANS, TO BE A SON OF GOD AND A DISCIPLE OF GOD, AND AT THE SAME TIME ALSO TO BE A FRIEND, AND OF KINDRED NATURE. "FOR NO MAN WHO LOOKS BACK, AND PUTS HIS HAND TO THE PLOUGH, IS FIT FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD."[1] BUT, AS APPEARS, MANY EVEN DOWN TO OUR OWN TIME REGARD MARY, ON ACCOUNT OF THE BIRTH OF HER CHILD, AS HAVING BEEN IN THE PUERPERAL STATE, ALTHOUGH SHE WAS NOT. FOR SOME SAY THAT, AFTER SHE BROUGHT FORTH, SHE WAS FOUND, WHEN EXAMINED, TO BE A VIRGIN. [2] NOW SUCH TO US ARE THE SCRIPTURES OF THE LORD, WHICH GAVE BIRTH TO THE TRUTH AND CONTINUE VIRGIN, IN THE CONCEALMENT OF THE MYSTERIES OF THE TRUTH. "AND SHE BROUGHT FORTH, AND YET BROUGHT NOT FORTH,"[3] SAYS THE SCRIPTURE; AS HAVING CONCEIVED OF HERSELF, AND NOT FROM CONJUNCTION. WHEREFORE THE SCRIPTURES HAVE CONCEIVED TO GNOSTICS; BUT THE HERESIES, NOT HAVING LEARNED THEM, DISMISSED THEM AS NOT HAVING CONCEIVED. NOW ALL MEN, HAVING THE SAME JUDGMENT, SOME, FOLLOWING THE WORD SPEAKING, FRAME FOR THEMSELVES PROOFS; WHILE OTHERS, GIVING THEMSELVES UP TO PLEASURES, WREST SCRIPTURE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR LUSTS. [4] AND THE LOVER OF TRUTH, AS I THINK, NEEDS FORCE OF SOUL. FOR THOSE WHO MAKE THE GREATEST ATTEMPTS MUST FAIL IN THINGS OF THE HIGHEST IMPORTANCE; UNLESS, RECEIVING FROM THE TRUTH ITSELF THE RULE OF THE TRUTH, THEY CLEAVE TO THE TRUTH. BUT SUCH PEOPLE, IN CONSEQUENCE OF FALLING AWAY FROM THE RIGHT PATH, ERR IN MOST INDIVIDUAL POINTS; AS YOU MIGHT EXPECT FROM NOT HAVING THE FACULTY FOR JUDGING OF WHAT IS TRUE AND FALSE, STRICTLY TRAINED TO SELECT WHAT IS ESSENTIAL. FOR IF THEY HAD, THEY WOULD HAVE OBEYED THE SCRIPTURES. [5] AS, THEN, IF A MAN SHOULD, SIMILARLY TO THOSE DRUGGED BY CIRCE, BECOME A BEAST; SO, HE, WHO HAS SPURNED THE ECCLESIASTICAL TRADITION, AND DARTED OFF TO THE OPINIONS OF HERETICAL MEN, HAS CEASED TO BE A MAN OF GOD AND TO REMAIN FAITHFUL TO THE LORD. BUT HE WHO HAS RETURNED FROM THIS DECEPTION, ON HEARING THE SCRIPTURES, AND TURNED HIS LIFE TO THE TRUTH, IS, AS IT WERE, FROM BEING A MAN MADE A GOD. FOR WE HAVE, AS THE SOURCE OF TEACHING, THE LORD, BOTH BY THE PROPHETS, THE GOSPEL, AND THE BLESSED APOSTLES, "IN DIVER’S MANNERS AND AT SUNDRY TIMES,"[6] LEADING FROM THE BEGINNING OF KNOWLEDGE TO THE END. BUT IF ONE SHOULD SUPPOSE THAT ANOTHER ORIGIN [7] WAS REQUIRED, THEN NO LONGER TRULY COULD AN ORIGIN BE PRESERVED. HE, THEN, WHO OF HIMSELF BELIEVES THE SCRIPTURE AND [SEXLESS] VOICE OF THE LORD, WHICH BY THE LORD ACTS TO THE BENEFITING OF MEN, IS RIGHTLY [REGARDED] FAITHFUL. CERTAINLY, WE USE IT AS A CRITERION IN THE DISCOVERY OF THINGS. [8] WHAT IS SUBJECTED TO CRITICISM IS NOT BELIEVED TILL IT IS SO SUBJECTED; SO THAT WHAT NEEDS CRITICISM CANNOT BE A FIRST PRINCIPLE. THEREFORE, AS IS REASONABLE, GRASPING BY FAITH THE INDEMONSTRABLE FIRST PRINCIPLE, AND RECEIVING IN ABUNDANCE, FROM THE FIRST PRINCIPLE ITSELF, DEMONSTRATIONS IN REFERENCE TO THE FIRST PRINCIPLE, WE ARE BY THE [SEXLESS] VOICE OF THE LORD TRAINED UP TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH. FOR WE MAY NOT GIVE OUR ADHESION TO MEN ON A BARE STATEMENT BY THEM, WHO MIGHT EQUALLY STATE THE OPPOSITE. BUT IF IT IS NOT ENOUGH MERELY TO STATE THE OPINION, BUT IF WHAT IS STATED MUST BE CONFIRMED, WE DO NOT WAIT FOR THE TESTIMONY OF MEN, BUT WE ESTABLISH THE MATTER THAT IS IN QUESTION BY THE [SEXLESS] VOICE OF THE LORD, WHICH IS THE SUREST OF ALL DEMONSTRATIONS, OR RATHER IS THE ONLY DEMONSTRATION; IN WHICH KNOWLEDGE THOSE WHO HAVE MERELY TASTED THE SCRIPTURES ARE BELIEVERS; WHILE THOSE WHO, HAVING ADVANCED FURTHER, AND BECOME CORRECT EXPOUNDERS OF THE TRUTH, ARE GNOSTICS. SINCE ALSO, IN WHAT PERTAINS TO LIFE, CRAFTSMEN ARE SUPERIOR TO ORDINARY PEOPLE, AND MODEL WHAT IS BEYOND COMMON NOTIONS; SO, CONSEQUENTLY, WE ALSO, GIVING A COMPLETE EXHIBITION OF THE SCRIPTURES FROM THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES, FROM FAITH PERSUADE BY DEMONSTRATION. [9] AND IF THOSE ALSO WHO FOLLOW HERESIES VENTURE TO AVAIL THEMSELVES OF THE PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES; IN THE FIRST PLACE THEY WILL NOT MAKE USE OF ALL THE SCRIPTURES, AND THEN THEY WILL NOT QUOTE THEM ENTIRE, NOR AS THE BODY AND TEXTURE OF PROPHECY PRESCRIBE. BUT, SELECTING AMBIGUOUS EXPRESSIONS, THEY WREST THEM TO THEIR OWN OPINIONS, GATHERING A FEW EXPRESSIONS HERE AND THERE; NOT LOOKING TO THE SENSE, BUT MAKING USE OF THE MERE WORDS. FOR IN ALMOST ALL THE QUOTATIONS THEY MAKE, YOU WILL FIND THAT THEY ATTEND TO THE NAMES ALONE, WHILE THEY ALTER THE MEANINGS; NEITHER KNOWING, AS THEY AFFIRM, NOR USING THE QUOTATIONS THEY ADDUCE, ACCORDING TO THEIR TRUE NATURE. BUT THE TRUTH IS NOT FOUND BY CHANGING THE MEANINGS (FOR SO PEOPLE SUBVERT ALL TRUE TEACHING), BUT IN THE CONSIDERATION OF WHAT PERFECTLY BELONGS TO AND BECOMES THE SOVEREIGN GOD, AND IN ESTABLISHING EACH ONE OF THE POINTS DEMONSTRATED IN THE SCRIPTURES AGAIN FROM SIMILAR SCRIPTURES. NEITHER, THEN, DO THEY WANT TO TURN TO THE TRUTH, BEING ASHAMED TO ABANDON THE CLAIMS OF SELF-LOVE; NOR ARE THEY ABLE TO MANAGE THEIR OPINIONS, BY DOING VIOLENCE TO THE SCRIPTURES. BUT HAVING FIRST PROMULGATED FALSE DOGMAS TO MEN; PLAINLY FIGHTING AGAINST ALMOST THE WHOLE SCRIPTURES, AND CONSTANTLY CONFUTED BY US WHO CONTRADICT THEM; FOR THE REST, EVEN NOW PARTLY THEY HOLD OUT AGAINST ADMITTING THE PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES, AND PARTLY DISPARAGE US AS OF A DIFFERENT NATURE, AND INCAPABLE OF UNDERSTANDING WHAT IS PECULIAR TO THEM. AND SOMETIMES EVEN THEY DENY THEIR OWN DOGMAS, WHEN THESE ARE CONFUTED, BEING ASHAMED OPENLY TO OWN WHAT IN PRIVATE THEY GLORY IN TEACHING. FOR THIS MAY BE SEEN IN ALL THE HERESIES, WHEN YOU EXAMINE THE INIQUITIES OF THEIR DOGMAS. FOR WHEN THEY ARE OVERTURNED BY OUR CLEARLY SHOWING THAT THEY ARE OPPOSED TO THE SCRIPTURES, [1] ONE OF TWO THINGS MAY BE SEEN TO HAVE BEEN DONE BY THOSE WHO DEFEND THE DOGMA. FOR THEY EITHER DESPISE THE CONSISTENCY OF THEIR OWN DOGMAS, OR DESPISE THE PROPHECY ITSELF, OR RATHER THEIR OWN HOPE. AND THEY INVARIABLY PREFER WHAT SEEMS TO THEM TO BE MORE EVIDENT TO WHAT HAS BEEN SPOKEN BY THE LORD THROUGH THE PROPHETS AND BY THE GOSPEL, AND, BESIDES, ATTESTED AND CONFIRMED BY THE APOSTLES. SEEING, THEREFORE, THE DANGER THAT THEY ARE IN (NOT IN RESPECT OF ONE DOGMA, BUT IN REFERENCE TO THE MAINTENANCE OF THE HERESIES) OF NOT DISCOVERING THE TRUTH; FOR WHILE READING THE BOOKS WE HAVE READY AT HAND, THEY DESPISE THEM AS USELESS, BUT IN THEIR EAGERNESS TO SURPASS COMMON FAITH, THEY HAVE DIVERGED FROM THE TRUTH. FOR, IN CONSEQUENCE OF NOT LEARNING THE MYSTERIES OF ECCLESIASTICAL KNOWLEDGE, AND NOT HAVING CAPACITY FOR THE GRANDEUR OF THE TRUTH, TOO INDOLENT TO DESCEND TO THE BOTTOM OF THINGS, READING SUPERFICIALLY, THEY HAVE DISMISSED THE SCRIPTURES. [2] ELATED, THEN, BY VAIN OPINION, THEY ARE INCESSANTLY WRANGLING, AND PLAINLY CARE MORE TO SEEM THAN TO BE PHILOSOPHERS. NOT LAYING AS FOUNDATIONS THE NECESSARY FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THINGS; AND INFLUENCED BY HUMAN OPINIONS, THEN MAKING THE END TO SUIT THEM, BY COMPULSION; ON ACCOUNT OF BEING CONFUTED, THEY SPAR WITH THOSE WHO ARE ENGAGED IN THE PROSECUTION OF THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY, AND UNDERGO EVERYTHING, AND, AS THEY SAY, PLY EVERY OAR, EVEN GOING THE LENGTH OF IMPIETY, BY DISBELIEVING THE SCRIPTURES,[2] RATHER THAN BE REMOVED FROM THE HONORS OF THE HERESY AND THE BOASTED FIRST SEAT IN THEIR CHURCHES; ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH ALSO THEY EAGERLY EMBRACE THAT CONVIVIAL COUCH OF HONOR IN THE AGAPE, FALSELY SO CALLED. THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH AMONG US FROM WHAT IS ALREADY BELIEVED, PRODUCES FAITH IN WHAT IS NOT YET BELIEVED; WHICH [FAITH] IS, SO TO SPEAK, THE ESSENCE OF DEMONSTRATION. BUT, AS APPEARS, NO HERESY HAS AT ALL EARS TO HEAR WHAT IS USEFUL, BUT OPENED ONLY TO WHAT LEADS TO PLEASURE. SINCE ALSO, IF ONE OF THEM WOULD ONLY OBEY THE TRUTH, HE WOULD BE HEALED. NOW THE CURE OF SELF-CONCEIT (AS OF EVERY AILMENT) IS THREEFOLD: THE ASCERTAINING OF THE CAUSE, AND THE MODE OF ITS REMOVAL; AND THIRDLY, THE TRAINING OF THE SOUL, AND THE ACCUSTOMING IT TO ASSUME A RIGHT ATTITUDE TO THE JUDGMENTS COME TO. FOR, JUST LIKE A DISORDERED EYE, SO ALSO THE SOUL THAT HAS BEEN DARKENED BY UNNATURAL DOGMAS CANNOT PERCEIVE DISTINCTLY THE LIGHT OF TRUTH, BUT EVEN OVERLOOKS WHAT IS BEFORE IT. THEY SAY, THEN, THAT IN MUDDY WATER EELS ARE CAUGHT BY BEING BLINDED. AND JUST AS KNAVISH BOYS BAR OUT THE TEACHER, SO DO THESE SHUT OUT THE PROPHECIES FROM THEIR CHURCH, REGARDING THEM WITH SUSPICION BY REASON OF REBUKE AND ADMONITION. IN FACT, THEY STITCH TOGETHER A MULTITUDE OF LIES AND FIGMENTS, THAT THEY MAY APPEAR ACTING IN ACCORDANCE WITH REASON IN NOT ADMITTING THE SCRIPTURES. SO, THEN, THEY ARE NOT PIOUS, INASMUCH AS THEY ARE NOT PLEASED WITH THE DIVINE COMMANDS, THAT IS, WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. AND AS THOSE ALMONDS ARE CALLED EMPTY IN WHICH THE CONTENTS ARE WORTHLESS, NOT THOSE IN WHICH THERE IS NOTHING; SO ALSO, WE CALL THOSE HERETICS EMPTY, WHO ARE DESTITUTE OF THE COUNSELS OF GOD AND THE TRADITIONS OF CHRIST; BITTER, IN TRUTH, LIKE THE WILD ALMOND, THEIR DOGMAS ORIGINATING WITH THEMSELVES, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SUCH TRUTHS AS THEY COULD NOT, BY REASON OF THEIR EVIDENCE, DISCARD AND CONCEAL. AS, THEN, IN WAR THE SOLDIER MUST NOT LEAVE THE POST WHICH THE COMMANDER HAS ASSIGNED HIM, SO NEITHER MUST WE DESERT THE POST ASSIGNED BY THE WORD, WHOM WE HAVE RECEIVED AS THE GUIDE OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF LIFE. BUT THE MOST HAVE NOT EVEN INQUIRED, IF THERE IS ONE THAT WE OUGHT TO FOLLOW, AND WHO THIS IS, AND HOW LIE IS TO BE FOLLOWED. FOR AS IS THE WORD, SUCH ALSO MUST THE BELIEVER'S LIFE BE, SO AS TO BE ABLE TO FOLLOW GOD, WHO BRINGS ALL THINGS TO END FROM THE BEGINNING BY THE RIGHT COURSE. BUT WHEN ONE HAS TRANSGRESSED AGAINST THE WORD, AND THEREBY AGAINST GOD; IF IT IS THROUGH BECOMING POWERLESS IN CONSEQUENCE OF SOME IMPRESSION BEING SUDDENLY MADE, HE OUGHT TO SEE TO HAVE THE IMPRESSIONS OF REASONS AT HAND. AND IF IT IS THAT HE HAS BECOME "COMMON," AS THE SCRIPTURE [3] SAYS, IN CONSEQUENCE OF BEING OVERCOME. THE HABITS WHICH FORMERLY HAD SWAY BY OVER HIM, THE HABITS MUST BE ENTIRELY PUT A STOP TO, AND THE SOUL TRAINED TO OPPOSE THEM. AND IF IT APPEARS THAT CONFLICTING DOGMAS DRAW SOME AWAY, THESE MUST BE TAKEN OUT OF THE WAY, AND RECOURSE IS TO BE HAD TO THOSE WHO RECONCILE DOGMAS, AND SUBDUE BY THE CHARM OF THE SCRIPTURES SUCH OF THE UNTUTORED AS ARE TIMID, BY EXPLAINING THE TRUTH BY THE CONNECTION OF THE TESTAMENTS.' BUT, AS APPEARS, WE INCLINE TO IDEAS FOUNDED ON OPINION, THOUGH THEY BE CONTRARY, RATHER THAN TO THE TRUTH. FOR IT IS AUSTERE AND GRAVE. NOW, SINCE THERE ARE THREE STATES OF THE SOUL--IGNORANCE, OPINION, KNOWLEDGE--THOSE WHO ARE IN IGNORANCE ARE THE GENTILES, THOSE IN KNOWLEDGE, THE TRUE CHURCH, AND THOSE IN OPINION, THE HERETICS. NOTHING, THEN, CAN BE MORE CLEARLY SEEN THAN THOSE, WHO KNOW, MAKING AFFIRMATIONS ABOUT WHAT THEY KNOW, AND THE OTHERS RESPECTING WHAT THEY HOLD ON THE STRENGTH OF OPINION, AS FAR AS RESPECTS AFFIRMATION WITHOUT PROOF. THEY ACCORDINGLY DESPISE AND LAUGH AT ONE ANOTHER. AND IT HAPPENS THAT THE SAME THOUGHT IS HELD IN THE HIGHEST ESTIMATION BY SOME, AND BY OTHERS CONDEMNED FOR INSANITY. AND, INDEED, WE HAVE LEARNED THAT VOLUPTUOUSNESS, WHICH IS TO BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE GENTILES, IS ONE THING; AND WRANGLING, WHICH IS PREFERRED AMONG THE HERETICAL SECTS, IS ANOTHER; AND JOY, WHICH IS TO BE APPROPRIATED TO THE CHURCH, ANOTHER; AND DELIGHT, WHICH IS TO BE ASSIGNED TO THE TRUE GNOSTIC, ANOTHER. AND AS, IF ONE DEVOTE HIMSELF TO ISCHOMACHUS, HE WILL MAKE HIM A FARMER; AND TO LAMPIS, A MARINER; AND TO CHARIDEMUS, A MILITARY COMMANDER; AND TO SIMON, AN EQUESTRIAN; AND TO PERDICES, A TRADER; AND TO CROBYTUS, A COOK; AND TO ARCHELAUS, A DANCER; AND TO HOMER, A POET; AND TO PYRRHO, A WRANGLER; AND TO DEMOSTHENES, AN ORATOR; AND TO CHRYSIPPUS, A DIALECTICIAN; AND TO ARISTOTLE, A NATURALIST; AND TO PLATO, A PHILOSOPHER: SO HE WHO LISTENS TO THE LORD, AND FOLLOWS THE PROPHECY GIVEN BY HIM, WILL BE FORMED PERFECTLY IN THE LIKENESS OF THE TEACHER--MADE A GOD GOING ABOUT IN FLESH.[2] ACCORDINGLY, THOSE FALL FROM THIS EMINENCE WHO FOLLOW NOT GOD WHITHER HE LEADS. AND HE LEADS US IN THE INSPIRED SCRIPTURES. THOUGH MEN'S ACTIONS ARE TEN THOUSAND IN NUMBER, THE SOURCES OF ALL SIN ARE BUT TWO, IGNORANCE AND INABILITY. AND BOTH DEPEND ON OURSELVES; INASMUCH AS WE WILL NOT LEARN, NOR, ON THE OTHER HAND, RESTRAIN LUST. AND OF THESE, THE ONE IS THAT, IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH PEOPLE DO NOT JUDGE WELL, AND THE OTHER THAT, IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH THEY CANNOT COMPLY WITH RIGHT JUDGMENTS. FOR NEITHER WILL ONE WHO IS DELUDED IN HIS MIND BE ABLE TO ACT RIGHTLY, THOUGH PERFECTLY ABLE TO DO WHAT HE KNOWS; NOR, THOUGH CAPABLE OF JUDGING WHAT IS REQUISITE, WILL HE KEEP HIMSELF FREE OF BLAME, IF DESTITUTE OF POWER IN ACTION. CONSEQUENTLY, THEN, THERE ARE ASSIGNED TWO KINDS OF CORRECTION APPLICABLE TO BOTH KINDS OF SIN: FOR THE ONE, KNOWLEDGE AND CLEAR DEMONSTRATION FROM THE TESTIMONY OF THE SCRIPTURES; AND FOR THE OTHER, THE TRAINING ACCORDING TO THE WORD, WHICH IS REGULATED BY THE DISCIPLINE OF FAITH AND FEAR. AND BOTH DEVELOP INTO PERFECT LOVE. FOR THE END OF THE GNOSTIC HERE IS, IN MY JUDGMENT, TWO-FOLD, PARTLY SCIENTIFIC CONTEMPLATION, PARTLY ACTION. WOULD, THEN, THAT THESE HERETICS WOULD LEARN AND BE SET RIGHT BY THESE NOTES, AND TURN TO THE SOVEREIGN GOD! BUT IF, LIKE THE DEAF SERPENTS, THEY LISTEN NOT TO THE SONG CALLED NEW, THOUGH VERY OLD, MAY THEY BE CHASTISED BY GOD, AND UNDERGO PATERNAL ADMONITIONS PREVIOUS TO THE JUDGMENT, TILL THEY BECOME ASHAMED AND REPENT, BUT NOT RUSH THROUGH HEADLONG UNBELIEF, AND PRECIPITATE THEMSELVES INTO JUDGMENT. FOR THERE ARE PARTIAL CORRECTIONS, WHICH ARE CALLED CHASTISEMENTS, WHICH MANY OF US WHO HAVE BEEN IN TRANSGRESSION INCUR, BY FALLING AWAY FROM THE LORD'S PEOPLE. BUT AS CHILDREN ARE CHASTISED BY THEIR TEACHER, OR THEIR FATHER, SO ARE WE BY PROVIDENCE. BUT GOD DOES NOT PUNISH, FOR PUNISHMENT IS RETALIATION FOR EVIL. HE CHASTISES, HOWEVER, FOR GOOD TO THOSE WHO ARE CHASTISED, COLLECTIVELY AND INDIVIDUALLY. I HAVE ADDUCED THESE THINGS FROM A WISH TO AVERT THOSE, WHO ARE EAGER TO LEARN, FROM THE LIABILITY TO FALL INTO HERESIES, AND OUT OF A DESIRE TO STOP THEM FROM SUPERFICIAL IGNORANCE, OR STUPIDITY, OR BAD DISPOSITION, OR WHATEVER IT SHOULD BE CALLED. AND IN THE ATTEMPT TO PERSUADE AND LEAD TO THE TRUTH THOSE WHO ARE NOT ENTIRELY INCURABLE, I HAVE MADE USE OF THESE WORDS. FOR THERE ARE SOME WHO CANNOT BEAR AT ALL TO LISTEN TO THOSE WHO EXHORT THEM TO TURN TO THE TRUTH; AND THEY ATTEMPT TO TRIFLE, POURING OUT BLASPHEMIES AGAINST THE TRUTH, CLAIMING FOR THEMSELVES THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GREATEST THINGS IN THE UNIVERSE, WITHOUT HAVING LEARNED, OR INQUIRED, OR LABORED, OR DISCOVERED THE CONSECUTIVE TRAIN OF IDEAS, WHOM ONE SHOULD PITY RATHER THAN HATE FOR SUCH PERVERSITY. BUT IF ONE IS CURABLE, ABLE TO BEAR (LIKE FIRE OR STEEL) THE OUTSPOKENNESS OF THE TRUTH, WHICH CUTS AWAY AND BURNS THEIR FALSE OPINIONS. LET HIM LEND THE EARS OF THE SOUL. AND THIS WILL BE THE CASE, UNLESS, THROUGH THE PROPENSITY TO SLOTH, THEY PUSH TRUTH AWAY, OR THROUGH THE DESIRE OF FAME, ENDEAVOR TO INVENT NOVELTIES. FOR THOSE ARE SLOTHFUL WHO, HAVING IT IN THEIR POWER TO PROVIDE THEMSELVES WITH PROPER PROOFS FOR THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES FROM THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES, SELECT ONLY WHAT CONTRIBUTES TO THEIR OWN PLEASURES. AND THOSE HAVE A CRAVING FOR GLORY WHO VOLUNTARILY EVADE, BY ARGUMENTS OF A DIVERSE SORT, THE THINGS DELIVERED BY THE BLESSED APOSTLES AND TEACHERS, WHICH ARE WEDDED TO INSPIRED WORDS; OPPOSING THE DIVINE TRADITION BY HUMAN TEACHINGS, IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH THE HERESY.[1] FOR, IN TRUTH, WHAT REMAINED TO BE SAID--IN ECCLESIASTICAL KNOWLEDGE I MEAN--BY SUCH MEN, MARCION, FOR EXAMPLE, OR PRODICUS, AND SUCH LIKE, WHO DID NOT WALK IN THE RIGHT WAY? FOR THEY COULD NOT HAVE SURPASSED THEIR PREDECESSORS IN WISDOM, SO AS TO DISCOVER ANYTHING IN ADDITION TO WHAT HAD BEEN UTTERED BY THEM; FOR THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN SATISFIED HAD THEY BEEN ABLE TO LEARN THE THINGS LAID DOWN BEFORE. OUR GNOSTIC THEN ALONE, HAVING GROWN OLD IN THE SCRIPTURES, AND MAINTAINING APOSTOLIC AND ECCLESIASTIC ORTHODOXY IN DOCTRINES, LIVES MOST CORRECTLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GOSPEL, AND DISCOVERS THE PROOFS, FOR WHICH HE MAY HAVE MADE SEARCH (SENT FORTH AS HE IS BY THE LORD), FROM THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. FOR THE LIFE OF THE GNOSTIC, IN MY VIEW, IS NOTHING BUT DEEDS AND WORDS CORRESPONDING TO THE TRADITION OF THE LORD. BUT "ALL HAVE NOT KNOWLEDGE. FOR I WOULD NOT HAVE YOU TO BE IGNORANT, BRETHREN," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "THAT ALL WERE UNDER THE CLOUD, AND PARTOOK OF SPIRITUAL MEAT AND DRINK;"[2] CLEARLY AFFIRMING THAT ALL WHO HEARD THE WORD DID NOT TAKE IN THE MAGNITUDE OF KNOWLEDGE IN DEED AND WORD. WHEREFORE ALSO HE ADDED: "BUT WITH ALL OF THEM HE WAS NOT WELL PLEASED." WHO IS THIS? HE WHO SAID, "WHY DO YOU CALL ME LORD, AND DO NOT THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF MY FATHER?"[3] THAT IS THE SAVIOR'S TEACHING, WHICH TO US IS SPIRITUAL FOOD, AND DRINK THAT KNOWS NO THIRSTY THE WATER OF GNOSTIC LIFE. FURTHER IT IS SAID, KNOWLEDGE IS SAID "TO PUFF UP." TO WHOM WE SAY: PERCHANCE SEEMING KNOWLEDGE IS SAID TO PUFF UP, IF ONE [4] SUPPOSE THE EXPRESSION MEANS "TO BE SWOLLEN UP." BUT IF, AS IS RATHER THE CASE, THE EXPRESSION OF THE APOSTLE MEANS, "TO ENTERTAIN GREAT AND TRUE SENTIMENTS," THE DIFFICULTY IS SOLVED. FOLLOWING, THEN, THE SCRIPTURES, LET US ESTABLISH WHAT HAS BEEN SAID: "WISDOM," SAYS SOLOMON, "HAS INFLATED HER CHILDREN." FOR THE LORD DID NOT WORK CONCEIT BY THE PARTICULARS OF HIS TEACHING; BUT HE PRODUCES TRUST IN THE TRUTH AND EXPANSION OF MIND, IN THE KNOWLEDGE THAT IS COMMUNICATED BY THE SCRIPTURES, AND CONTEMPT FOR THE THINGS WHICH DRAG INTO SIN, WHICH IS THE MEANING OF THE EXPRESSION "INFLATED." IT TEACHES THE MAGNIFICENCE OF THE WISDOM IMPLANTED IN HER CHILDREN BY INSTRUCTION. NOW THE APOSTLE SAYS, "I WILL KNOW NOT THE SPEECH OF THOSE THAT ARE PUFFED UP, BUT THE POWER;"[5] IF YE UNDERSTAND THE SCRIPTURES MAGNANIMOUSLY (WHICH MEANS TRULY; FOR NOTHING IS GREATER THAN TRUTH). FOR IN THAT LIES THE POWER OF THE CHILDREN OF WISDOM WHO ARE PUFFED UP. HE SAYS, AS IT WERE, I SHALL KNOW IF YE RIGHTLY ENTERTAIN GREAT THOUGHTS RESPECTING KNOWLEDGE. "FOR GOD," ACCORDING TO DAVID, "IS KNOWN IN JUDEA," THAT IS, THOSE THAT ARE ISRAELITES ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE. FOR JUDEA IS INTERPRETED "CONFESSION." IT IS, THEN, RIGHTLY SAID BY THE APOSTLE, "THIS THOU, SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, THOU SHALL NOT STEAL, THOU SHALT NOT COVET; AND IF THERE BE ANY OTHER COMMANDMENT, IT IS COMPREHENDED IN THIS WORD, THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF."[6] FOR WE MUST NEVER, AS DO THOSE WHO FOLLOW THE HERESIES, ADULTERATE THE TRUTH, OR STEAL THE CANON OF THE CHURCH, BY GRATIFYING OUR OWN LUSTS AND VANITY, BY DEFRAUDING OUR NEIGHBORS; WHOM ABOVE ALL IT IS OUR DUTY, IN THE EXERCISE OF LOVE TO THEM, TO TEACH TO ADHERE TO THE TRUTH. IT IS ACCORDINGLY EXPRESSLY SAID, "DECLARE AMONG THE HEATHEN HIS STATUTES," THAT THEY MAY NOT BE JUDGED, BUT THAT THOSE WHO HAVE PREVIOUSLY GIVEN EAR MAY BE CONVERTED. BUT THOSE WHO SPEAK TREACHEROUSLY WITH THEIR TONGUES HAVE THE PENALTIES THAT ARE ON RECORD? 
CHAP. XVII. THE TRADITION OF THE CHURCH PRIOR TO THAT OF THE HERESIES. 
THOSE, THEN, THAT ADHERE TO IMPIOUS WORDS, AND DICTATE THEM TO OTHERS, INASMUCH AS THEY DO NOT MAKE A RIGHT BUT A PERVERSE USE OF THE DIVINE WORDS, NEITHER THEMSELVES ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, NOR PERMIT THOSE WHOM THEY HAVE DELUDED TO ATTAIN THE TRUTH. BUT NOT HAVING THE KEY OF ENTRANCE, BUT A FALSE (AND AS THE COMMON PHRASE EXPRESSES IT), A COUNTERFEIT KEY (ANTIKLEIS), BY WHICH THEY DO NOT ENTER IN AS WE ENTER IN, THROUGH THE [SEXLESS] TRADITION OF THE LORD, BY DRAWING ASIDE THE CURTAIN; BUT BURSTING THROUGH THE SIDE-DOOR, AND DIGGING CLANDESTINELY THROUGH THE WALL OF THE CHURCH, AND STEPPING OVER THE TRUTH, THEY CONSTITUTE THEMSELVES THE MYSTAGOGUES[8] OF THE SOUL OF THE IMPIOUS. FOR THAT THE HUMAN ASSEMBLIES WHICH THEY HELD WERE POSTERIOR TO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH [9] REQUIRES NOT MANY WORDS TO SHOW. FOR THE TEACHING OF OUR LORD AT HIS ADVENT, BEGINNING WITH AUGUSTUS AND TIBERIUS, WAS COMPLETED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE TIMES OF TIBERIUS. [10] AND THAT OF THE APOSTLES, EMBRACING THE MINISTRY OF PAUL, ENDS WITH NERO. IT WAS LATER, IN THE TIMES OF ADRIAN THE KING, THAT THOSE WHO INVENTED THE HERESIES AROSE; AND THEY EXTENDED TO THE AGE OF ANTONINUS THE ELDER, AS, FOR INSTANCE, BASILIDES, THOUGH HE CLAIMS (AS THEY BOAST) FOR HIS MASTER, GLAUCIAS, THE INTERPRETER OF PETER. LIKEWISE, THEY ALLEGE THAT VALENTINUS WAS A HEARER OF THEUDAS. [1] AND HE WAS THE PUPIL OF PAUL. FOR MARCION, WHO AROSE IN THE SAME AGE WITH THEM, LIVED AS AN OLD MAN WITH THE YOUNGER [2] [HERETICS]. AND AFTER HIM SIMON HEARD FOR A LITTLE THE PREACHING OF PETER. SUCH BEING THE CASE, IT IS EVIDENT, FROM THE HIGH ANTIQUITY AND PERFECT TRUTH OF THE CHURCH, THAT THESE LATER HERESIES, AND THOSE YET SUBSEQUENT TO THEM IN TIME, WERE NEW INVENTIONS FALSIFIED [FROM THE TRUTH]. FROM WHAT HAS BEEN SAID, THEN, IT IS MY OPINION THAT THE TRUE CHURCH, THAT WHICH IS REALLY ANCIENT, IS ONE, AND THAT IN IT THOSE WHO ACCORDING TO GOD'S PURPOSE ARE JUST, ARE ENROLLED.[3] FOR FROM THE VERY REASON THAT GOD IS ONE, AND THE LORD ONE, THAT WHICH IS IN THE HIGHEST DEGREE HONORABLE IS LAUDED IN CONSEQUENCE OF ITS SINGLENESS, BEING AN IMITATION OF THE ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE. IN THE NATURE OF THE ONE, THEN, IS ASSOCIATED IN A JOINT HERITAGE THE ONE CHURCH, WHICH THEY STRIVE TO CUT ASUNDER INTO MANY SECTS. THEREFORE IN SUBSTANCE AND IDEA, IN ORIGIN, IN PRE-EMINENCE, WE SAY THAT THE ANCIENT AND CATHOLIC[4] CHURCH IS ALONE, COLLECTING AS IT DOES INTO THE UNITY OF THE ONE FAITH--WHICH RESULTS FROM THE PECULIAR TESTAMENTS, OR RATHER THE ONE TESTAMENT IN DIFFERENT TIMES BY THE WILL OF THE ONE GOD, THROUGH ONE LORD, THOSE ALREADY ORDAINED, WHOM GOD PREDESTINATED, KNOWING BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD THAT THEY WOULD BE RIGHTEOUS. BUT THE PRE-EMINENCE OF THE CHURCH, AS THE PRINCIPLE OF UNION, IS, IN ITS ONENESS, IN THIS SURPASSING ALL THINGS ELSE, AND HAVING NOTHING LIKE OR EQUAL TO ITSELF. BUT OF THIS AFTERWARDS. OF THE HERESIES, SOME RECEIVE THEIR APPELLATION FROM A [PERSON'S] NAME, AS THAT WHICH IS CALLED AFTER VALENTINUS, AND THAT AFTER MARCION, AND THAT AFTER BASILIDES, ALTHOUGH THEY BOAST OF ADDUCING THE OPINION OF MATTHEW [WITHOUT TRUTH]; FOR AS THE TEACHING, SO ALSO THE TRADITION OF THE APOSTLES WAS ONE. SOME TAKE THEIR DESIGNATION FROM A PLACE, AS THE PERATICI; SOME FROM A NATION, AS THE [HERESY] OF THE PHRYGIANS; SOME FROM AN ACTION, AS THAT OF THE ENCRATITES; AND SOME FROM PECULIAR DOGMAS, AS THAT OF THE DOCETAE, AND THAT OF THE HARMATITES; AND SOME FROM SUPPOSITIONS, AND FROM INDIVIDUALS THEY HAVE HONORED, AS THOSE CALLED CAINISTS, AND THE OPHIANS; AND SOME FROM NEFARIOUS PRACTICES AND ENORMITIES, AS THOSE OF THE SIMONIANS CALLED ENTYCHITES. 
CHAP. XVIII. THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN CLEAN AND UNCLEAN ANIMALS IN THE LAW SYMBOLICAL OF THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE CHURCH, AND JEWS, AND HERETICS. 
AFTER SHOWING A LITTLE PEEP-HOLE TO THOSE WHO LOVE TO CONTEMPLATE THE CHURCH FROM THE LAW OF SACRIFICES RESPECTING CLEAN AND UNCLEAN ANIMALS (INASMUCH AS THUS THE COMMON JEWS AND THE HERETICS ARE DISTINGUISHED MYSTICALLY FROM THE DIVINE CHURCH), LET US BRING THE DISCOURSE TO A CLOSE. FOR SUCH OF THE SACRIFICES AS PART THE HOOF, AND RUMINATE, THE SCRIPTURE REPRESENTS AS CLEAN AND ACCEPTABLE TO GOD; SINCE THE JUST OBTAIN ACCESS TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON BY FAITH. FOR THIS IS THE STABILITY OF THOSE WHO PART THE HOOF, THOSE WHO STUDY THE ORACLES OF GOD NIGHT AND DAY, AND RUMINATE THEM IN THE SOUL'S RECEPTACLE FOR INSTRUCTIONS; WHICH GNOSTIC EXERCISE THE LAW EXPRESSES UNDER THE FIGURE OF THE RUMINATION OF THE CLEAN ANIMAL. BUT SUCH AS HAVE NEITHER THE ONE NOR THE OTHER OF THOSE QUALITIES IT SEPARATES AS UNCLEAN. NOW THOSE THAT RUMINATE, BUT DO NOT PART THE HOOF, INDICATE THE MAJORITY OF THE JEWS, WHO HAVE INDEED THE ORACLES OF GOD, BUT HAVE NOT FAITH, AND THE STEP WHICH, RESTING ON THE TRUTH, CONVEYS TO THE FATHER BY THE SON. WHENCE ALSO THIS KIND OF CATTLE ARE APT TO SLIP, NOT HAVING A DIVISION IN THE FOOT, AND NOT RESTING ON THE TWOFOLD SUPPORT OF FAITH. FOR "NO MAN," IT IS SAID, "KNOWETH THE FATHER, BUT HE TO WHOM THE SON SHALL REVEAL HIM."[5] AND AGAIN, THOSE ALSO ARE LIKEWISE UNCLEAN THAT PART THE HOOF, BUT DO NOT RUMINATE.[6] FOR THESE POINT OUT THE HERETICS, WHO INDEED GO UPON THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE SON [JESUS], BUT ARE IN-CAPABLE OF TRITURATING AND GRINDING DOWN THE CLEAR DECLARATION OF THE ORACLES, AND WHO, BESIDES, PERFORM THE WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS COARSELY AND NOT WITH PRECISION, IF THEY PERFORM THEM AT ALL. TO SUCH THE LORD SAYS, "WHY WILL YE CALL ME LORD, LORD, AND DO NOT THE THINGS WHICH I SAY?"[1] AND THOSE THAT NEITHER PART THE HOOF NOR CHEW THE CUD ARE ENTIRELY UNCLEAN. "BUT YE MEGAREANS," SAYS THEOGNIS," ARE NEITHER THIRD NOR FOURTH, NOR TWELFTH, NEITHER IN RECKONING NOR IN NUMBER," "BUT AS CHAFF WHICH THE WIND DRIVES AWAY FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH,"[2] AND AS A DROP FROM A VESSEL."[3] THESE POINTS, THEN, HAVING BEEN FORMERLY THOROUGHLY TREATED, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF ETHICS HAVING BEEN SKETCHED SUMMARILY IN A FRAGMENTARY WAY, AS WE PROMISED; AND HAVING HERE AND THERE INTERSPERSED THE DOGMAS WHICH ARE THE GERMS [4] OF TRUE KNOWLEDGE, SO THAT THE DISCOVERY OF THE SACRED TRADITIONS MAY NOT BE EASY TO ANY ONE OF THE UNINITIATED, LET US PROCEED TO WHAT WE PROMISED. NOW THE MISCELLANIES ARE NOT LIKE PARTS LAID OUT, PLANTED IN REGULAR ORDER FOR THE DELIGHT OF THE EYE, BUT RATHER LIKE AN UMBRAGEOUS AND SHAGGY HILL, PLANTED WITH LAUREL, AND IVY, AND APPLES, AND OLIVES, AND FIGS; THE PLANTING BEING PURPOSELY A MIXTURE OF FRUIT-BEARING AND FRUITLESS TREES, SINCE THE COMPOSITION AIMS AT CONCEALMENT, ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE THAT HAVE THE DARING TO PILFER AND STEAL THE RIPE FRUITS; FROM WHICH, HOWEVER, THE HUSBANDMEN, TRANSPLANTING SHOOTS AND PLANTS, WILL ADORN A BEAUTIFUL PARK AND A DELIGHTFUL GROVE. THE MISCELLANIES, THEN, STUDY NEITHER ARRANGEMENT NOR DICTION; SINCE THERE ARE EVEN CASES IN WHICH THE GREEKS ON PURPOSE WISH THAT ORNATE DICTION SHOULD BE ABSENT, AND IMPERCEPTIBLY CAST IN THE SEED OF DOGMAS, NOT ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH, RENDERING SUCH AS MAY READ LABORIOUS AND QUICK AT DISCOVERY. FOR MANY AND VARIOUS ARE THE BAITS FOR THE VARIOUS KINDS OF FISHES. AND NOW, AFTER THIS SEVENTH MISCELLANY OF OURS, WE SHALL GIVE THE ACCOUNT OF WHAT FOLLOWS IN ORDER FROM ANOTHER COMMENCEMENT. [5] 
ST. AUGUSTIN OF THE MORALS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 
[DE MORIBUS ECCLESIAE CATHOLICAE]. A.D. 388.
IT IS LAID DOWN AT THE OUTSET THAT THE CUSTOMS OF THE HOLY LIFE OF THE CHURCH SHOULD BE REFERRED TO THE CHIEF GOOD OF MAN, THAT IS, GOD. WE MUST SEEK AFTER GOD WITH SUPREME AFFECTION; AND THIS DOCTRINE IS SUPPORTED IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH BY THE AUTHORITY OF BOTH TESTAMENTS. THE FOUR VIRTUES GET THEIR NAMES FROM DIFFERENT FORMS OF THIS LOVE. THEN FOLLOW THE DUTIES OF LOVE TO OUR NEIGHBOR. IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH WE FIND EXAMPLES OF CONTINENCE AND OF TRUE CHRISTIAN CONDUCT.
CHAP. I. HOW THE PRETENSIONS OF THE MANICHAEANS ARE TO BE REFUTED. TWO MANICHAEAN FALSEHOODS
I. ENOUGH, PROBABLY, HAS BEEN DONE IN OUR OTHER BOOKS [2] IN THE WAY OF ANSWERING THE IGNORANT AND PROFANE ATTACKS WHICH THE MANICHAEANS MAKE ON THE LAW, WHICH IS CALLED THE OLD TESTAMENT, IN A SPIRIT OF VAINGLORIOUS BOASTING, AND WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE UNINSTRUCTED. HERE, TOO, I MAY SHORTLY TOUCH UPON THE SUBJECT. FOR EVERY ONE WITH AVERAGE INTELLIGENCE CAN EASILY SEE THAT THE EXPLANATION OF THE SCRIPTURES SHOULD BE SOUGHT FOR FROM THOSE WHO ARE THE PROFESSED TEACHERS OF THE SCRIPTURES; AND THAT IT MAY HAPPEN, AND INDEED ALWAYS HAPPENS, THAT MANY THINGS SEEM ABSURD TO THE IGNORANT, WHICH, WHEN THEY ARE EXPLAINED BY THE LEARNED, APPEAR ALL THE MORE EXCELLENT, AND ARE RECEIVED IN THE EXPLANATION WITH THE GREATER PLEASURE ON ACCOUNT OF THE OBSTRUCTIONS WHICH MADE IT DIFFICULT TO REACH THE MEANING. THIS COMMONLY HAPPENS AS REGARDS THE HOLY BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, IF ONLY THE MAN WHO MEETS WITH DIFFICULTIES APPLIES TO A PIOUS TEACHER, AND NOT TO A PROFANE CRITIC, AND IF HE BEGINS HIS INQUIRIES FROM A DESIRE TO FIND TRUTH, AND NOT IN RASH OPPOSITION. AND SHOULD THE INQUIRER MEET WITH SOME, WHETHER BISHOPS OR PRESBYTERS, OR ANY OFFICIALS OR MILLERS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, WHO EITHER AVOID IN ALL CASES OPENING UP MYSTERIES, OR, CONTENT WITH SIMPLE FAITH, HAVE NO DESIRE FOR MORE RECONDITE KNOWLEDGE, HE MUST NOT DESPAIR OF FINDING THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH IN A CASE WHERE NEITHER ARE ALL ABLE TO TEACH TO WHOM THE INQUIRY IS ADDRESSED, NOR ARE ALL INQUIRERS WORTHY OF LEARNING THE TRUTH. DILIGENCE AND PIETY ARE BOTH NECESSARY: ON THE ONE HAND, WE MUST HAVE KNOWLEDGE TO FIND TRUTH, AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, WE MUST DESERVE TO GET THE KNOWLEDGE. 
2. BUT AS THE MANICHAEANS HAVE TWO TRICKS FOR CATCHING THE UNWARY, SO AS TO MAKE THEM TAKE THEM AS TEACHERS,--ONE, THAT OF FINDING FAULT WITH THE SCRIPTURES, WHICH THEY EITHER MISUNDERSTAND OR WISH TO BE MISUNDERSTOOD, THE OTHER, THAT OF MAKING A SHOW OF CHASTITY AND OF NOTABLE ABSTINENCE,--THIS BOOK SHALL CONTAIN OUR DOCTRINE OF LIFE AND MORALS ACCORDING TO CATHOLIC TEACHING, AND WILL PERHAPS MAKE IT APPEAR HOW EASY IT IS TO PRETEND TO VIRTUE, AND HOW DIFFICULT TO POSSESS VIRTUE. I WILL REFRAIN, IF I CAN, FROM ATTACKING THEIR WEAK POINTS, WHICH I KNOW WELL, WITH THE VIOLENCE WITH WHICH THEY ATTACK WHAT THEY KNOW NOTHING OF; FOR I WISH THEM, IF POSSIBLE, TO BE CURED RATHER THAN CONQUERED. AND I WILL QUOTE SUCH TESTIMONIES FROM THE SCRIPTURES AS THEY ARE BOUND TO BELIEVE, FOR THEY SHALL BE FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT; AND EVEN FROM THIS I WILL TAKE NONE OF THE PASSAGES WHICH THE MANICHAEANS WHEN HARD PRESSED ARE ACCUSTOMED TO CALL SPURIOUS, BUT PASSAGES WHICH THEY ARE OBLIGED TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND APPROVE. AND FOR EVERY TESTIMONY FROM APOSTOLIC TEACHING I WILL BRING A SIMILAR STATEMENT FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT, THAT IF THEY EVER BECOME WILLING TO WAKE UP FROM THEIR PERSISTENT DREAMS, AND TO RISE TOWARDS THE LIGHT OF CHRISTIAN FAITH, THEY MAY DISCOVER BOTH HOW FAR FROM BEING CHRISTIAN IS THE LIFE WHICH THEY PROFESS, AND HOW TRULY CHRISTIAN IS THE SCRIPTURE WHICH THEY CAVIL AT. 
CHAP. 2. HE BEGINS WITH ARGUMENTS, IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE MISTAKEN METHOD OF THE MANICHAEANS
3. WHERE, THEN, SHALL I BEGIN? WITH AUTHORITY, OR WITH REASONING? IN THE ORDER OF NATURE, WHEN WE LEARN ANYTHING, AUTHORITY PRECEDES REASONING. FOR A REASON MAY SEEM WEAK, WHEN, AFTER IT IS GIVEN, IT REQUIRES AUTHORITY TO CONFIRM IT. BUT BECAUSE THE MINDS OF MEN ARE OBSCURED BY FAMILIARITY WITH DARKNESS, WHICH COVERS THEM IN THE NIGHT OF SINS AND EVIL HABITS, AND CANNOT PERCEIVE IN A WAY SUITABLE TO THE CLEARNESS AND PURITY OF REASON, THERE IS MOST WHOLESOME PROVISION FOR BRINGING THE DAZZLED EYE INTO THE LIGHT OF TRUTH UNDER THE CONGENIAL SHADE OF AUTHORITY. BUT SINCE WE HAVE TO DO WITH PEOPLE WHO ARE PERVERSE IN ALL THEIR THOUGHTS AND WORDS AND ACTIONS, AND WHO INSIST ON NOTHING MORE THAN ON BEGINNING WITH ARGUMENT, I WILL, AS A CONCESSION TO THEM, TAKE WHAT I THINK A WRONG METHOD IN DISCUSSION. FOR I LIKE TO IMITATE, AS FAR AS I CAN, THE GENTLENESS OF MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO TOOK ON HIMSELF THE EVIL OF DEATH ITSELF, WISHING TO FREE US FROM IT. 
CHAP. 3. HAPPINESS IS IN THE ENJOYMENT OF MAN'S CHIEF GOOD. TWO CONDITIONS OF THE CHIEF GOOD: 1ST, NOTHING IS BETTER THAN IT, 2ND, IT CANNOT BE LOST AGAINST THE WILL
4. HOW THEN, ACCORDING TO REASON, OUGHT MAN TO LIVE? WE ALL CERTAINLY DESIRE TO LIVE HAPPILY; AND THERE IS NO HUMAN BEING BUT ASSENTS TO THIS STATEMENT ALMOST BEFORE IT IS MADE. BUT THE TITLE HAPPY CANNOT, IN MY OPINION, BELONG EITHER TO HIM WHO HAS NOT WHAT HE LOVES, WHATEVER IT MAY BE, OR TO HIM WHO HAS WHAT HE LOVES IF IT IS HURTFUL OR TO HIM WHO DOES NOT LOVE WHAT HE HAS, ALTHOUGH IT IS GOOD IN PERFECTION. FOR ONE WHO SEEKS WHAT HE CANNOT OBTAIN SUFFERS TORTURE, AND ONE WHO HAS GOT WHAT IS NOT DESIRABLE IS CHEATED, AND ONE WHO DOES NOT SEEK FOR WHAT IS WORTH SEEKING FOR IS DISEASED. NOW IN ALL THESE CASES THE MIND CANNOT BUT BE UNHAPPY, AND HAPPINESS AND UNHAPPINESS CANNOT RESIDE AT THE SAME TIME IN ONE MAN; SO, IN NONE OF THESE CASES CAN THE MAN BE HAPPY. I FIND, THEN, A FOURTH CASE, WHERE THE HAPPY LIFE EXISTS, WHEN THAT WHICH IS MAN'S CHIEF GOOD IS BOTH LOVED AND POSSESSED. FOR WHAT DO WE CALL ENJOYMENT BUT HAVING AT HAND THE OBJECTS OF LOVE? AND NO ONE CAN BE HAPPY WHO DOES NOT ENJOY WHAT IS MAN'S CHIEF GOOD, NOR IS THERE ANY ONE WHO ENJOYS THIS WHO IS NOT HAPPY. WE MUST THEN HAVE AT HAND OUR CHIEF GOOD, IF WE THINK OF LIVING HAPPILY. 
5. WE MUST NOW INQUIRE WHAT IS MAWS CHIEF GOOD, WHICH OF COURSE CANNOT BE ANYTHING INFERIOR TO MAN HIMSELF. FOR WHOEVER FOLLOWS AFTER WHAT IS INFERIOR TO HIMSELF, BECOMES HIMSELF INFERIOR. BUT EVERY MAN IS BOUND TO FOLLOW WHAT IS BEST. WHEREFORE MAN'S CHIEF GOOD IS NOT INFERIOR TO MAN. IS IT THEN SOMETHING SIMILAR TO MAN HIMSELF? IT MUST BE SO, IF THERE IS NOTHING ABOVE MAN WHICH HE IS CAPABLE OF ENJOYING. BUT IF WE FIND SOMETHING WHICH IS BOTH SUPERIOR TO MAN, AND CAN BE POSSESSED BY THE MAN WHO LOVES IT, WHO CAN DOUBT THAT IN SEEKING FOR HAPPINESS MAN SHOULD ENDEAVOR TO REACH THAT WHICH IS MORE EXCELLENT THAN THE BEING WHO MAKES THE ENDEAVOR. FOR IF HAPPINESS CONSISTS IN THE ENJOYMENT OF A GOOD THAN WHICH THERE IS NOTHING BETTER, WHICH WE CALL THE CHIEF GOOD, HOW CAN A MAN BE PROPERLY CALLED HAPPY WHO HAS NOT YET ATTAINED TO HIS CHIEF GOOD? OR HOW CAN THAT BE THE CHIEF GOOD BEYOND WHICH SOMETHING BETTER REMAINS FOR US TO ARRIVE AT? SUCH, THEN, BEING THE CHIEF GOOD, IT MUST BE SOMETHING WHICH CANNOT BE LOST AGAINST THE WILL. FOR NO ONE CAN FEEL CONFIDENT REGARDING A GOOD WHICH HE KNOWS CAN BE TAKEN FROM HIM, ALTHOUGH HE WISHES TO KEEP AND CHERISH IT. BUT IF A MAN FEELS NO CONFIDENCE REGARDING THE GOOD WHICH HE ENJOYS, HOW CAN HE BE HAPPY WHILE IN SUCH FEAR OF LOSING IT? 
CHAP. 4. MAN--WHAT?
6. LET US THEN SEE WHAT IS BETTER THAN MAN. THIS MUST NECESSARILY BE HARD TO FIND, UNLESS WE FIRST ASK AND EXAMINE WHAT MAN IS. I AM NOT NOW CALLED UPON TO GIVE A DEFINITION OF MAN. THE QUESTION HERE SEEMS TO ME TO BE, SINCE ALMOST ALL AGREE, OR AT LEAST, WHICH IS ENOUGH, THOSE I HAVE NOW TO DO WITH ARE OF THE SAME OPINION WITH ME, THAT WE ARE MADE UP OF SOUL AND BODY, WHAT IS MAN? IS HE BOTH OF THESE? OR IS HE THE BODY ONLY, OR THE SOUL ONLY? FOR ALTHOUGH THE THINGS ARE TWO, SOUL AND BODY, AND ALTHOUGH NEITHER WITHOUT THE OTHER COULD BE CALLED MAN (FOR THE BODY WOULD NOT BE MAN WITHOUT THE SOUL, NOR AGAIN WOULD THE SOUL BE MAN IF THERE WERE NOT A BODY ANIMATED BY IT), STILL IT IS POSSIBLE THAT ONE OF THESE MAY BE HELD TO BE MAN, AND MAY BE CALLED SO. WHAT THEN DO WE CALL MAN? IS HE SOUL AND BODY, AS IN A DOUBLE HARNESS, OR LIKE A CENTAUR? OR DO WE MEAN THE BODY ONLY, AS BEING IN THE SERVICE OF THE SOUL WHICH RULES IT, AS THE WORD LAMP DENOTES NOT THE LIGHT AND THE CASE TOGETHER, BUT ONLY THE CASE YET IT IS ON ACCOUNT OF THE LIGHT THAT IT IS SO CALLED? OR DO WE MEAN ONLY THE MIND, AND THAT ON ACCOUNT OF THE BODY WHICH IT RULES, AS HORSEMAN MEANS NOT THE MAN AND THE HORSE, BUT THE MAN ONLY, AND THAT AS EMPLOYED IN RULING THE HORSE? THIS DISPUTE IS NOT EASY TO SETTLE; OR, IF THE PROOF IS PLAIN, THE STATEMENT REQUIRES TIME. THIS IS AN EXPENDITURE OF TIME AND STRENGTH WHICH WE NEED NOT INCUR. FOR WHETHER THE NAME MAN BELONGS TO BOTH, OR ONLY TO THE SOUL, THE CHIEF GOOD OF MAN IS NOT THE CHIEF GOOD OF THE BODY; BUT WHAT IS THE CHIEF GOOD EITHER OF BOTH SOUL AND BODY, OR OF THE SOUL ONLY, THAT IS MAN'S CHIEF GOOD. 
CHAP. 5. MAN'S CHIEF GOOD IS NOT THE CHIEF GOOD OF THE BODY ONLY, BUT THE CHIEF GOOD OF THE SOUL
7. NOW IF WE ASK WHAT IS THE CHIEF GOOD OF THE BODY, REASON OBLIGES US TO ADMIT THAT IT IS THAT BY MEANS OF WHICH THE BODY COMES TO BE IN ITS BEST STATE. BUT OF ALL THE THINGS WHICH INVIGORATE THE BODY, THERE IS NOTHING BETTER OR GREATER THAN THE SOUL. THE CHIEF GOOD OF THE BODY, THEN, IS NOT BODILY PLEASURE, NOT ABSENCE OF PAIN, NOT STRENGTH, NOT BEAUTY, NOT SWIFTNESS, OR WHATEVER ELSE IS USUALLY RECKONED AMONG THE GOODS OF THE BODY, BUT SIMPLY THE SOUL. FOR ALL THE THINGS MENTIONED THE SOUL SUPPLIES TO THE BODY BY ITS PRESENCE, AND, WHAT IS ABOVE THEM ALL, LIFE. HENCE, I CONCLUDE THAT THE SOUL IS NOT THE CHIEF GOOD OF MAN, WHETHER WE GIVE THE NAME OF MAN TO SOUL AND BODY TOGETHER, OR TO THE SOUL ALONE. FOR AS ACCORDING TO REASON, THE CHIEF GOOD OF THE BODY IS THAT WHICH IS BETTER THAN THE BODY, AND FROM WHICH THE BODY RECEIVES VIGOR AND LIFE, SO WHETHER THE SOUL ITSELF IS MAN, OR SOUL AND BODY BOTH, WE MUST DISCOVER WHETHER THERE IS ANYTHING WHICH GOES BEFORE THE SOUL ITSELF, IN FOLLOWING WHICH THE SOUL COMES TO THE PERFECTION OF GOOD OF WHICH IT IS CAPABLE IN ITS OWN KIND. IF SUCH A THING CAN BE FOUND, ALL UNCERTAINTY MUST BE AT AN END, AND WE MUST PRONOUNCE THIS TO BE REALLY AND TRULY THE CHIEF GOOD OF MAN. 
8. IF, AGAIN, THE BODY IS MAN, IT MUST BE ADMITTED THAT THE SOUL IS THE CHIEF GOOD OF MAN. BUT CLEARLY, WHEN WE TREAT OF MORALS, WHEN WE INQUIRE WHAT MANNER OF LIFE MUST BE HELD IN ORDER TO OBTAIN HAPPINESS, IT IS NOT THE BODY TO WHICH THE PRECEPTS ARE ADDRESSED, IT IS NOT BODILY DISCIPLINE WHICH WE DISCUSS. IN SHORT, THE OBSERVANCE OF GOOD CUSTOMS BELONGS TO THAT PART OF US WHICH INQUIRES AND LEARNS, WHICH ARE THE PREROGATIVES OF THE SOUL; SO, WHEN WE SPEAK OF ATTAINING TO VIRTUE, THE QUESTION DOES NOT REGARD THE BODY. BUT IF IT FOLLOWS, AS IT DOES, THAT THE BODY WHICH IS RULED OVER BY A SOUL POSSESSED OF VIRTUE IS RULED BOTH BETTER AND MORE HONORABLY, AND IS IN ITS GREATEST PERFECTION IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE PERFECTION OF THE SOUL WHICH RIGHTFULLY GOVERNS IT, THAT WHICH GIVES PERFECTION TO THE SOUL WILL BE MAN'S CHIEF GOOD, THOUGH WE CALL THE BODY MAN. FOR IF MY COACHMAN, IN OBEDIENCE TO ME, FEEDS AND DRIVES THE HORSES HE HAS CHARGE OF IN THE MOST SATISFACTORY MANNER, HIMSELF ENJOYING THE MORE OF MY BOUNTY IN PROPORTION TO HIS GOOD CONDUCT, CAN ANY ONE, DENY THAT THE GOOD CONDITION OF THE HORSES, AS WELL AS THAT OF THE COACHMAN, IS DUE TO ME? SO, THE QUESTION SEEMS TO ME TO BE NOT, WHETHER SOUL AND BODY IS MAN, OR THE SOUL ONLY, OR THE BODY ONLY, BUT WHAT GIVES PERFECTION TO THE SOUL; FOR WHEN THIS IS OBTAINED, A MAN CANNOT BUT BE EITHER PERFECT, OR AT LEAST MUCH BETTER THAN N THE ABSENCE OF THIS ONE THING. 
CHAP. 6. VIRTUE GIVES PERFECTION TO THE SOUL; THE SOUL OBTAINS VIRTUE BY FOLLOWING GOD; FOLLOWING GOD IS THE HAPPY LIFE
9. NO ONE WILL QUESTION THAT VIRTUE GIVES PERFECTION TO THE SOUL. BUT IT IS A VERY PROPER SUBJECT OF INQUIRY WHETHER THIS VIRTUE CAN EXIST BY ITSELF OR ONLY IN THE SOUL. HERE AGAIN ARISES A PROFOUND DISCUSSION, NEEDING LENGTHY TREATMENT; BUT PERHAPS MY SUMMARY WILL SERVE THE PURPOSE. GOD WILL, I TRUST, ASSIST ME, SO THAT, NOTWITHSTANDING OUR FEEBLENESS, WE MAY GIVE INSTRUCTION ON THESE GREAT MATTERS BRIEFLY AS WELL AS INTELLIGIBLY. IN EITHER CASE, WHETHER VIRTUE CAN EXIST BY ITSELF WITHOUT THE SOUL, OR CAN EXIST ONLY IN THE SOUL, UNDOUBTEDLY IN THE PURSUIT OF VIRTUE THE SOUL FOLLOWS AFTER SOMETHING, AND THIS MUST BE EITHER THE SOUL ITSELF, OR VIRTUE, OR SOMETHING ELSE. BUT IF THE SOUL FOLLOWS AFTER ITSELF IN THE PURSUIT OF VIRTUE, IT FOLLOWS AFTER A FOOLISH THING; FOR BEFORE OBTAINING VIRTUE IT IS FOOLISH NOW THE HEIGHT OF A FOLLOWER'S DESIRE IS TO REACH THAT WHICH HE FOLLOWS AFTER. SO, THE SOUL MUST EITHER NOT WISH TO REACH WHAT IT FOLLOWS AFTER, WHICH IS UTTERLY ABSURD AND UNREASONABLE, OR, IN FOLLOWING AFTER ITSELF WHILE FOOLISH, IT REACHES THE FOLLY WHICH IT, BEES FROM. BUT IF IT FOLLOWS AFTER VIRTUE IN THE DESIRE TO REACH IT, HOW CAN IT FOLLOW WHAT DOES NOT EXIST? OR HOW CAN IT DESIRE TO REACH WHAT IT ALREADY POSSESSES? EITHER, THEREFORE, VIRTUE EXISTS BEYOND THE SOUL, OR IF WE ARE NOT ALLOWED TO GIVE THE NAME OF VIRTUE EXCEPT TO THE HABIT AND DISPOSITION OF THE WISE SOUL, WHICH CAN EXIST ONLY IN THE SOUL, WE MUST ALLOW THAT THE SOUL FOLLOWS AFTER SOMETHING RISE IN ORDER THAT VIRTUE MAY BE PRODUCED IN ITSELF; FOR NEITHER BY FOLLOWING AFTER NOTHING, NOR BY FOLLOWING AFTER FOLLY, CAN THE SOUL, ACCORDING TO MY REASONING, ATTAIN TO WISDOM. 
10. THIS SOMETHING ELSE THEN, BY FOLLOWING AFTER WHICH THE SOUL BECOMES POSSESSED OF VIRTUE AND WISDOM, IS EITHER A WISE MAN OR GOD. BUT WE HAVE SAID ALREADY THAT IT MUST BE SOMETHING THAT WE CANNOT LOSE AGAINST OUR WILL. NO ONE CAN THINK IT NECESSARY TO ASK WHETHER A WISE MAN, SUPPOSING WE ARE CONTENT TO FOLLOW AFTER HIM, CAN BE TAKEN FROM US IN SPITE OF OUR UNWILLINGNESS OR OUR PERSISTENCE. GOD THEN REMAINS, IN FOLLOWING AFTER WHOM WE LIVE WELL, AND IN REACHING WHOM WE LIVE BOTH WELL AND HAPPILY. IF ANY DENY GOD'S EXISTENCE, WHY SHOULD I CONSIDER THE METHOD OF DEALING WITH THEM, WHEN IT IS DOUBTFUL WHETHER THEY OUGHT TO BE DEALT WITH AT ALL? AT ANY RATE, IT WOULD REQUIRE A DIFFERENT STARTING-POINT, A DIFFERENT PLAN, A DIFFERENT INVESTIGATION FROM WHAT WE ARE NOW ENGAGED IN. I AM NOW ADDRESSING THOSE WHO DO NOT DENY THE EXISTENCE OF GOD, AND WHO, MOREOVER, ALLOW THAT HUMAN AFFAIRS ARE NOT DISREGARDED BY HIM. FOR THERE IS NO ONE, I SUPPOSE, WHO MAKES ANY PROFESSION OF RELIGION BUT WILL HOLD THAT DIVINE PROVIDENCE CARES AT LEAST FOR OUR SOULS. 
CHAP. 7. THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD TO BE OBTAINED FROM THE SCRIPTURE. THE PLAN AND PRINCIPAL MYSTERIES OF THE DIVINE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION
11. BUT HOW CAN WE FOLLOW AFTER HIM WHOM WE DO NOT SEE? OR HOW CAN WE SEE HIM, WE WHO ARE NOT ONLY MEN, BUT ALSO MEN OF WEAK UNDERSTANDING? FOR THOUGH GOD IS SEEN NOT WITH THE EYES BUT WITH THE MIND, WHERE CAN SUCH A MIND BE FOUND AS SHALL, WHILE OBSCURED BY FOOLISHNESS, SUCCEED OR EVEN ATTEMPT TO DRINK IN THAT LIGHT? WE MUST THEREFORE HAVE RECOURSE TO THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THOSE WHOM WE HAVE REASON TO THINK WISE. THUS FAR ARGUMENT BRINGS US. FOR IN HUMAN THINGS REASONING IS EMPLOYED, NOT AS OF GREATER CERTAINTY, BUT AS EASIER FROM USE. BUT WHEN WE COME TO DIVINE THINGS, THIS FACULTY TURNS AWAY; IT CANNOT BEHOLD; IT PANTS, AND GASPS, AND BURNS WITH DESIRE; IT FALLS BACK FROM THE LIGHT OF TRUTH, AND TURNS AGAIN TO ITS WONTED OBSCURITY, NOT FROM CHOICE, BUT FROM EXHAUSTION. WHAT A DREADFUL CATASTROPHE IS THIS, THAT THE SOUL SHOULD BE REDUCED TO GREATER HELPLESSNESS WHEN IT IS SEEKING REST FROM ITS TOIL! SO, WHEN WE ARE HASTING TO RETIRE INTO DARKNESS, IT WILL BE WELL THAT BY THE APPOINTMENT OF ADORABLE WISDOM WE SHOULD BE MET BY THE FRIENDLY SHADE OF AUTHORITY, AND SHOULD BE ATTRACTED BY THE WONDERFUL CHARACTER OF ITS CONTENTS, AND BY THE UTTERANCES OF ITS PAGES, WHICH, LIKE SHADOWS, TYPIFY AND ATTEMPTER THE TRUTH. 
12. WHAT MORE COULD HAVE BEEN DONE FOR OUR SALVATION? WHAT CAN BE MORE GRACIOUS AND BOUNTIFUL THAN DIVINE PROVIDENCE, WHICH, WHEN MAN HAD FALLEN FROM ITS LAWS, AND, IN NOT WHOLLY ABANDON HIM? FOR IN THIS MOST RIGHTEOUS GOVERNMENT, WHOSE WAYS ARE STRANGE AND INSCRUTABLE, THERE IS, BY MEANS OF UNKNOWN CONNECTIONS ESTABLISHED IN THE CREATURES, SUB JEER TO IT, BOTH A SEVERITY OF PUNISHMENT AND A MERCIFULNESS OF SALVATION. HOW BEAUTIFUL THIS IS, HOW GREAT, HOW WORTHY OF GOD, IN FINE, HOW TRUE, WHICH IS ALL WE ARE SEEKING FOR, WE SHALL NEVER BE ABLE TO PERCEIVE, UNLESS, BEGINNING WITH THINGS HUMAN AND AT HAND, AND HOLDING BY THE FAITH AND THE PRECEPTS OF TRUE RELIGION, WE CONTINUE WITHOUT TURNING FROM IT IN THE WAY WHICH GOD HAS SECURED FOR US BY THE SEPARATION OF THE PATRIARCHS, BY THE BOND OF THE LAW, BY THE FORESIGHT OF THE PROPHETS, BY THE WITNESS OF THE APOSTLES, BY THE BLOOD OF THE MARTYRS, AND BY THE SUBJUGATION OF THE GENTILES. FROM THIS POINT, THEN, LET NO ONE ASK ME FOR MY OPINION, BUT LET US RATHER HEAR THE ORACLES, AND SUBMIT OUR WEAK INFERENCES TO THE ANNOUNCEMENTS OF HEAVEN. 
CHAP. 8. GOD IS THE CHIEF GOOD, WHOM WE ARE TO SEEK AFTER WITH SUPREME AFFECTION
13. LET US SEE HOW THE LORD HIMSELF IN THE GOSPEL HAS TAUGHT US TO LIVE; HOW, TOO, PAUL THE APOSTLE, FOR THE MANICHAEANS DARE NOT REJECT THESE SCRIPTURES. LET US HEAR, O CHRIST, WHAT CHIEF END THOU DOST PRESCRIBE TO US; AND THAT IS EVIDENTLY THE CHIEF END AFTER WHICH WE ARE TOLD TO STRIVE WITH SUPREME AFFECTION. "THOU SHALT LOVE," HE SAYS, "THE LORD THY GOD." TELL ME ALSO, I PRAY THEE, WHAT MUST BE THE MEASURE OF LOVE; FOR I FEAR LEST THE DESIRE ENKINDLED IN MY HEART SHOULD EITHER EXCEED OR COME SHORT IN FERVOR. "WITH ALL THY HEART," HE SAYS. NOR IS THAT ENOUGH. "WITH ALL THY SOUL." NOR IS IT ENOUGH YET. "WITH ALL THY MIND." WHAT DO YOU WISH MORE? I MIGHT, PERHAPS, WISH MORE IF I COULD SEE THE POSSIBILITY OF MORE. WHAT DOES PAUL SAY ON THIS? "WE KNOW," HE SAYS, "THAT ALL THINGS ISSUE IN GOOD TO THEM THAT LOVE GOD." LET HIM, TOO, SAY WHAT IS THE MEASURE OF LOVE. "WHO THEN," HE SAYS, "SHALL SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF CHRIST? SHALL TRIBULATION, OR DISTRESS, OR PERSECUTION, OR FAMINE, OR NAKEDNESS, OR PERIL, OR THE SWORD?" WE HAVE HEARD, THEN, WHAT AND HOW MUCH WE MUST LOVE; THIS WE MUST STRIVE AFTER, AND TO THIS WE MUST REFER ALL OUR PLANS. THE PERFECTION OF ALL OUR GOOD THINGS AND OUR PERFECT GOOD IS GOD. WE MUST NEITHER COME SHORT OF THIS NOR GO BEYOND IT: THE ONE IS DANGEROUS, THE OTHER IMPOSSIBLE. 
CHAP. 9. HARMONY OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT ON THE PRECEPTS OF CHARITY
14. COME NOW, LET US EXAMINE, OR RATHER LET US TAKE NOTICE, FOR IT IS OBVIOUS AND CAN BE SEEN, AT ONCE, WHETHER THE AUTHORITY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT TOO AGREES WITH THOSE STATEMENTS TAKEN FROM THE GOSPEL AND THE APOSTLE. WHAT NEED TO SPEAK OF THE FIRST STATEMENT, WHEN IT IS CLEAR TO ALL THAT IT IS A QUOTATION FROM THE LAW GIVEN BY MOSES? FOR IT IS THERE WRITTEN, " THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART, AND WITH ALL THY SOUL, AND WITH ALL THY MIND." AND NOT TO GO FARTHER FOR A PASSAGE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT TO COMPARE WITH THAT OF THE APOSTLE, HE HAS HIMSELF ADDED ONE. FOR AFTER SAYING THAT NO TRIBULATION, NO DISTRESS, NO PERSECUTION, NO PRESSURE OF BODILY WANT, NO PERIL, NO SWORD, SEPARATES US FROM THE LOVE OF CHRIST, HE IMMEDIATELY ADDS, "AS IT IS WRITTEN, FOR THY SAKE WE ARE IN SUFFERING ALL THE DAY LONG; WE ARE ACCOUNTED AS SHEEP FOR THE SLAUGHTER." THE MANICHAEANS ARE IN THE HABIT OF SAYING THAT THIS IS AN INTERPOLATION, SO UNABLE ARE THEY TO REPLY, THAT THEY ARE FORCED IN THEIR EXTREMITY TO SAY OF THIS. BUT EVERY ONE CAN SEE THAT THIS IS ALL A THAT IS LEFT FOR MEN TO SAY WHEN IT IS PROVED THAT THEY ARE WRONG. 
15. AND YET I ASK THEM IF THEY DENY THAT THIS IS SAID IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, OR IF THEY HOLD THAT THE PASSAGE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT DOES NOT AGREE WITH THAT OF THE APOSTLE. FOR THE FIRST, THE BOOKS WILL PROVE IT; AND AS FOR THE SECOND, THOSE PREVARICATORS WHO FLY OFF AT A TANGENT WILL BE BROUGHT TO AGREE WITH ME, IF THEY WILL ONLY REFLECT A LITTLE AND CONSIDER WHAT IS SAID, OR ELSE I WILL PRESS UPON THEM THE OPINION OF THOSE WHO JUDGE IMPARTIALLY. FOR WHAT COULD AGREE MORE HARMONIOUSLY THAN THESE PASSAGES? FOR TRIBULATION, DISTRESS, PERSECUTION, FAMINE, NAKEDNESS, PERIL, CAUSE GREAT SUFFERING TO MAN WHILE IN THIS LIFE. SO, ALL THESE WORDS ARE IMPLIED IN THE SINGLE QUOTATION FROM THE LAW, WHERE IT IS SAID," FOR THY SAKE WE ARE IN SUFFERING." THE ONLY OTHER THING IS THE SWORD, WHICH DOES NOT INFLICT A PAINFUL LIFE, BUT REMOVES WHATEVER LIFE IT MEETS WITH. ANSWERING TO THIS ARE THE WORDS, "WE ARE ACCOUNTED AS SHEEP FOR THE SLAUGHTER." AND LOVE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN MORE PLAINLY EXPRESSED THAN BY THE WORDS, "FOR THY SAKE." SUPPOSE, THEN, THAT THIS TESTIMONY IS NOT FOUND IN THE APOSTLE PAUL, BUT IS QUOTED BY ME, MUST YOU NOT PROVE, YOU HERETIC, EITHER THAT THIS IS NOT WRITTEN IN THE OLD LAW, OR THAT IT DOES NOT HARMONIZE WITH THE APOSTLE? AND IF YOU DARE NOT SAY EITHER OF THESE THINGS (FOR YOU ARE SHUT UP BY THE READING OF THE MANUSCRIPT, WHICH WILL SHOW THAT IT IS WRITTEN, AND BY COMMON SENSE, WHICH SEES THAT NOTHING COULD AGREE BETTER WITH WHAT IS SAID BY THE APOSTLE), WHY DO YOU IMAGINE THAT THERE IS ANY FORCE IN ACCUSING THE SCRIPTURES OF BEING [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED? AND ONCE MORE, WHAT WILL YOU REPLY TO A MAN WHO SAYS TO YOU, THIS IS WHAT I UNDERSTAND, THIS IS MY VIEW, THIS IS MY BELIEF, AND I READ THESE BOOKS ONLY BECAUSE I SEE THAT EVERYTHING IN THEM AGREES WITH THE CHRISTIAN FAITH? OR TELL ME AT ONCE IF YOU WILL VENTURE DELIBERATELY TO TELL ME TO THE FACE THAT WE ARE NOT TO BELIEVE THAT THE APOSTLES AND MARTYRS ARE SPOKEN OF AS HAVING ENDURED GREAT SUFFERINGS FOR CHRIST'S SAKE, AND AS HAVING BEEN ACCOUNTED BY THEIR PERSECUTORS AS SHEEP FOR THE SLAUGHTER? IF YOU CANNOT SAY THIS, WHY SHOULD YOU BRING A CHARGE AGAINST THE BOOK IN WHICH I FIND WHAT YOU ACKNOWLEDGE I OUGHT TO BELIEVE? 
CHAP. 10. WHAT THE CHURCH TEACHES ABOUT GOD. THE TWO GODS OF THE MANICHAEANS
16. WILL YOU SAY THAT YOU GRANT THAT WE ARE BOUND TO LOVE GOD, BUT NOT THE GOD WORSHIPPED BY THOSE WHO ACKNOWLEDGE THE AUTHORITY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT? IN THAT CASE YOU REFUSE TO WORSHIP THE GOD WHO MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, FOR THIS IS THE GOD SET FORTH ALL THROUGH THESE BOOKS. AND YOU ADMIT THAT THE WHOLE OF THE WORLD, WHICH IS CALLED HEAVEN AND EARTH, HAD GOD AND A GOOD GOD GOOD AND THE OTHER BAD. BUT IF YOU SAY THAT YOU WORSHIP AND APPROVE OF WORSHIPPING THE GOD WHO MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, BUT NOT THE GOD SUPPORTED BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, YOU ACT IMPERTINENTLY IN TRYING, THOUGH VAINLY, TO ATTRIBUTE TO US VIEWS AND OPINIONS ALTOGETHER UNLIKE THE WHOLESOME AND PROFITABLE DOCTRINE WE REALLY HOLD. NOR CAN YOUR SILLY AND PROFANE DISCOURSES BE AT ALL COMPARED WITH THE EXPOSITIONS IN WHICH LEARNED AND PIOUS MEN OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OPEN UP THOSE SCRIPTURES TO THE WILLING AND WORTHY. OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS IS QUITE DIFFERENT FROM WHAT YOU SUPPOSE. MISTAKE US NO LONGER. WE DO NOT WORSHIP A GOD WHO REPENTS, OR IS ENVIOUS, OR NEEDY, OR CRUEL, OR WHO TAKES PLEASURE IN THE BLOOD OF MEN OR BEASTS, OR IS PLEASED WITH GUILT AND CRIME, OR WHOSE POSSESSION OF THE EARTH IS LIMITED TO A LITTLE CORNER OF IT. THESE AND SUCH LIKE ARE THE SILLY NOTIONS YOU ARE IN THE HABIT OF DENOUNCING AT GREAT LENGTH. YOUR DENUNCIATION DOES NOT TOUCH US. THE FANCIES OF OLD WOMEN OR OF CHILDREN YOU ATTACK WITH A VEHEMENCE THAT IS ONLY RIDICULOUS. ANY ONE WHOM YOU PERSUADE IN THIS WAY TO JOIN YOU SHOWS NO FAULT IN THE TEACHING OF THE CHURCH, BUT ONLY PROVES HIS OWN IGNORANCE OF IT. 
17. IF, THEN, YOU HAVE ANY HUMAN FEELING, IF YOU HAVE ANY REGARD FOR YOUR OWN WELFARE, YOU SHOULD RATHER EXAMINE WITH DILIGENCE AND PIETY THE MEANING OF THESE PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE. YOU SHOULD EXAMINE, UNHAPPY BEINGS THAT YOU ARE; FOR WE CONDEMN WITH NO LESS SEVERITY AND COPIOUSNESS ANY FAITH WHICH ATTRIBUTES TO GOD WHAT IS UNBECOMING HIM, AND IN THOSE BY WHOM THESE PASSAGES ARE LITERALLY UNDERSTOOD WE CORRECT THE MISTAKE OF IGNORANCE, AND LOOK UPON PERSISTENCE IN IT AS ABSURD. AND IN MANY OTHER THINGS WHICH YOU CANNOT UNDERSTAND THERE IS IN THE CATHOLIC TEACHING A CHECK ON THE BELIEF OF THOSE WHO HAVE GOT BEYOND MENTAL CHILDISHNESS, NOT IN YEARS, BUT IN KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING--OLD IN THE PROGRESS TOWARDS WISDOM. FOR WE LEARN THE FOLLY OF BELIEVING THAT GOD IS BOUNDED BY ANY AMOUNT OF SPACE, EVEN THOUGH INFINITE; AND IT IS HELD UNLAWFUL TO THINK OF GOD, OR ANY PART OF HIM, AS MOVING FROM ONE PLACE TO ANOTHER. AND SHOULD ANYONE, SUPPOSE THAT ANYTHING IN GOD'S SUBSTANCE OR NATURE CAN SUFFER CHANGE OR CONVERSION, HE WILL BE HELD GUILTY OF WILD PROFANITY. THERE ARE THUS AMONG US CHILDREN WHO THINK OF GOD AS HAVING A HUMAN FORM, WHICH THEY SUPPOSE HE REALLY HAS, WHICH IS A MOST DEGRADING IDEA; AND THERE ARE MANY OF FULL AGE TO WHOSE MIND THE MAJESTY OF GOD APPEARS IN ITS INVIOLABLENESS AND UNCHANGEABLENESS AS NOT ONLY ABOVE THE HUM. A BODY, BUT ABOVE THEIR OWN MIND ITSELF. THESE AGES, AS WE SAID, ARE DISTINGUISHED NOT BY TIME, BUT BY VIRTUE AND DISCRETION. AMONG YOU, AGAIN, THERE IS NO ONE WHO WILL PICTURE GOD IN A HUMAN FORM; BUT NEITHER IS THERE ONE WHO SETS GOD APART FROM THE CONTAMINATION OF HUMAN ERROR. AS REGARDS THOSE WHO ARE FED LIKE CRYING BABIES AT THE BREAST OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, IF THEY ARE NOT CARRIED OFF BY HERETICS, THEY ARE NOURISHED ACCORDING TO THE VIGOR AND CAPACITY OF EACH, AND ARRIVE AT LAST, ONE IN ONE WAY AND ANOTHER IN ANOTHER, FIRST TO A PERFECT MAN, AND THEN TO THE MATURITY AND HOARY HAIRS OF WISDOM, WHEN THEY MAY GET LIFE AS THEY DESIRE, AND LIFE IN PERFECT HAPPINESS. 
CHAP. 11. GOD IS THE ONE OBJECT OF LOVE THEREFORE, HE IS MAN'S CHIEF GOOD. NOTHING IS BETTER THAN GOD. GOD CANNOT BE LOST AGAINST OUR WILL
18. FOLLOWING AFTER GOD IS THE DESIRE OF HAPPINESS; TO REACH GOD IS HAPPINESS ITSELF. WE FOLLOW AFTER GOD BY LOVING HIM; WE REACH HIM, NOT BY BECOMING ENTIRELY WHAT HE IS, BUT IN NEARNESS TO HIM, AND IN WONDERFUL AND IMMATERIAL CONTACT WITH HIM, AND IN BEING INWARDLY ILLUMINATED AND OCCUPIED BY HIS TRUTH AND HOLINESS. HE IS LIGHT ITSELF; WE GET ENLIGHTENMENT FROM HIM. THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT, THEREFORE, WHICH LEADS TO HAPPY LIFE, AND THE FIRST, IS THIS: "THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART, AND SOUL, AND MIND." FOR TO THOSE WHO LOVE THE LORD ALL THINGS ISSUE IN GOOD. HENCE PAUL ADDS SHORTLY AFTER, "I AM PERSUADED THAT NEITHER DEATH, NOR LIFE, NOR ANGELS, NOR VIRTUE, NOR THINGS PRESENT, NOR THINGS FUTURE, NOR HEIGHT, NOR DEPTH, NOR ANY OTHER CREATURE, SHALL BE ABLE TO SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD, WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD.'' (1) IF, THEN, TO THOSE WHO LOVE GOD ALL THINGS ISSUE IN GOOD, AND IF, AS NO ONE DOUBTS, THE CHIEF OR PERFECT GOOD IS NOT ONLY TO BE LOVED, BUT TO BE LOVED SO THAT NOTHING SHALL BE LOVED BETTER, AS IS EXPRESSED IN THE WORDS, "WITH ALL THY SOUL, WITH ALL THY HEART, AND WITH ALL THY MIND," WHO, I ASK, WILL NOT AT ONCE CONCLUDE, WHEN THESE THINGS ARE ALL SETTLED AND MOST SURELY BELIEVED, THAT OUR CHIEF GOOD WHICH WE MUST HASTEN TO ARRIVE AT IN PREFERENCE TO ALL OTHER THINGS IS NOTHING ELSE THAN GOD? AND THEN, IF NOTHING CAN SEPARATE US, FROM HIS LOVE, MUST NOT THIS BE SURER AS WELL AS BETTER THAN ANY OTHER GOOD? 
19. BUT LET US CONSIDER THE POINTS SEPARATELY. NO ONE SEPARATES US FROM THIS BY THREATENING DEATH. FOR THAT WITH WHICH WE LOVE GOD CANNOT DIE, EXCEPT IN NOT LOVING GOD; FOR DEATH IS NOT TO LOVE GOD, AND THAT IS WHEN WE PREFER ANYTHING TO HIM IN AFFECTION AND PURSUIT. NO ONE SEPARATES US FROM THIS IN PROMISING LIFE; FOR NO ONE SEPARATES US FROM THE FOUNTAIN IN PROMISING WATER. ANGELS DO NOT SEPARATE US; FOR THE MIND CLEAVING TO GOD IS NOT INFERIOR IN STRENGTH TO AN ANGEL. VIRTUE DOES NOT SEPARATE US; FOR IF WHAT IS HERE CALLED VIRTUE IS THAT WHICH HAS POWER IN THIS WORLD, THE MIND CLEAVING TO GOD IS FAR ABOVE THE WHOLE WORLD. OR IF THIS VIRTUE IS PERFECT RECTITUDE OF OUR MIND ITSELF, THIS IN THE CASE OF ANOTHER WILL FAVOR OUR UNION WITH GOD, AND IN OURSELVES WILL ITSELF UNITE US WITH GOD. PRESENT TROUBLES DO NOT SEPARATE US; FOR WE FEEL THEIR BURDEN LESS THE CLOSER WE RING TO HIM FROM WHOM THEY TRY TO SEPARATE US. THE PROMISE OF FUTURE THINGS DOES NOT SEPARATE US; FOR BOTH FUTURE GOOD OF EVERY KIND IS SUREST IN THE PROMISE OF GOD, AND NOTHING IS BETTER THAN GOD HIMSELF, WHO UNDOUBTEDLY IS ALREADY PRESENT TO THOSE WHO TRULY CLEAVE TO HIM. HEIGHT AND DEPTH DO NOT SEPARATE US; FOR IF THE HEIGHT AND DEPTH OF KNOWLEDGE ARE WHAT IS MEANT, I WILL RATHER NOT BE INQUISITIVE THAN BE SEPARATED FROM GOD; NOR CAN ANY INSTRUCTION BY WHICH ERROR IS REMOVED SEPARATE ME FROM HIM, BY SEPARATION FROM WHOM IT IS THAT ANY ONE IS IN ERROR. OR IF WHAT IS MEANT ARE THE HIGHER AND LOWER PARTS OF THIS WORLD, HOW CAN THE PROMISE OF HEAVEN SEPARATE ME FROM HIM WHO MADE HEAVEN? OR WHO FROM BENEATH CAN FRIGHTEN ME INTO FORSAKING GOD, WHEN I SHOULD NOT HAVE KNOWN OF THINGS BENEATH BUT BY FORSAKING HIM? IN FINE, WHAT PLACE CAN REMOVE ME FROM HIS LOVE, WHEN HE COULD NOT BE ALL IN EVERY PLACE UNLESS HE WERE CONTAINED IN NONE? 
CHAP. 12. WE ARE UNITED TO GOD BY LOVE, IN SUBJECTION TO HIM
20. "NO OTHER CREATURE," HE SAYS, SEPARATES US. O MAN OF PROFOUND MYSTERIES! HE THOUGHT IT NOT ENOUGH TO SAY, NO CREATURE: BUT HE SAYS NO OTHER CREATURE; TEACHING THAT WITH WHICH WE LOVE GOD AND BY WHICH WE CLEAVE TO GOD, OUR MIND, NAMELY, AND UNDERSTANDING, IS ITSELF A CREATURE. THUS, THE BODY IS ANOTHER CREATURE; AND IF THE MIND IS AN OBJECT OF INTELLECTUAL PERCEPTION, AND IS KNOWN ONLY BY THIS MEANS, THE OTHER CREATURE IS ALL THAT IS AN OBJECT OF SENSE, WHICH AS IT WERE MAKES ITSELF KNOWN THROUGH THE EYES, OR EARS, OR SMELL, OR TASTE, OR TOUCH, AND THIS MUST BE INFERIOR TO WHAT IS PERCEIVED BY THE INTELLECT ALONE. NOW, AS GOD ALSO CAN BE KNOWN BY THE WORTHY, ONLY INTELLECTUALLY,[2] EXALTED THOUGH HE IS ABOVE THE INTELLIGENT MIND AS BEING ITS CREATOR AND AUTHOR, THERE WAS DANGER LEST THE HUMAN MIND, FROM BEING RECKONED AMONG INVISIBLE AND IMMATERIAL THINGS, SHOULD BE THOUGHT TO BE OF THE SAME NATURE WITH HIM WHO CREATED IT, AND SO SHOULD FALL AWAY BY PRIDE FROM HIM TO WHOM IT SHOULD BE UNITED BY LOVE. FOR THE MIND BECOMES LIKE GOD, TO THE EXTENT VOUCHSAFED BY ITS SUBJECTION OF ITSELF TO HIM FOR INFORMATION AND ENLIGHTENMENT. AND IF IT OBTAINS THE GREATEST NEARNESS BY THAT SUBJECTION WHICH PRODUCES LIKENESS, IT MUST BE FAR REMOVED FROM HIM BY THAT PRESUMPTION WHICH WOULD MAKE THE LIKENESS GREATER. IT IS THIS PRESUMPTION WHICH LEADS THE MIND TO REFUSE OBEDIENCE TO THE LAWS OF GOD, IN THE DESIRE TO BE SOVEREIGN, AS GOD IS. 
21. THE FARTHER, THEN, THE MIND DEPARTS FROM GOD, NOT IN SPACE, BUT IN AFFECTION AND LUST AFTER THINGS BROW HIM, THE MORE IT IS FILLED WITH FOLLY AND WRETCHEDNESS. SO, BY LOVE IT RETURNS TO GOD, A LOVE WHICH PLACES IT NOT ALONG WITH GOD, BUT UNDER HIM. AND THE MORE ARDOR AND EAGERNESS THERE IS IN THIS, THE HAPPIER AND MORE ELEVATED WILL THE MIND BE, AND WITH GOD AS SOLE GOVERNOR IT WILL BE IN PERFECT LIBERTY. HENCE IT MUST KNOW THAT IT IS A CREATURE. IT MUST BELIEVE WHAT IS THE TRUTH, THAT ITS CREATOR REMAINS EVER POSSESSED OF THE INVIOLABLE AND IMMUTABLE NATURE OF TRUTH AND WISDOM, AND MUST CONFESS, EVEN IN VIEW OF THE ERRORS FROM WHICH IT DESIRES DELIVERANCE, THAT IT IS LIABLE TO FOLLY AND FALSEHOOD. BUT THEN AGAIN, IT MUST TAKE CARE THAT IT BE NOT SEPARATED BY THE LOVE OF THE OTHER CREATURE, THAT IS, OF THIS VISIBLE WORLD, FROM THE LOVE OF GOD HIMSELF, WHICH SANCTIFIES IT IN ORDER TO LASTING HAPPINESS. NO OTHER CREATURE, THEN, FOR WE ARE OURSELVES A CREATURE, SEPARATES US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD. 
CHAP. 13. WE ARE JOINED INSEPARABLY TO GOD BY CHRIST AND HIS SPIRIT
22. LET THIS SAME PAUL TELL US WHO IS THIS CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD. "TO THEM THAT ARE CALLED," HE SAYS, "WE PREACH CHRIST THE VIRTUE OF GOD, AND THE WISDOM OF GOD." (1) AND DOES NOT CHRIST HIMSELF SAY, "I AM THE TRUTH?" IF, THEN, WE ASK WHAT IT IS TO LIVE WELL,--THAT IS, TO STRIVE AFTER HAPPINESS BY LIVING WELL,--IT MUST ASSUREDLY BE TO LOVE VIRTUE, TO LOVE WISDOM, TO LOVE TRUTH, AND TO LOVE WITH ALL THE HEART, WITH ALL THE SOUL, AND WITH ALL THE MIND; VIRTUE WHICH IS INVIOLABLE AND IMMUTABLE, WISDOM WHICH NEVER GIVES PLACE TO FOLLY, TRUTH WHICH KNOWS NO CHANGE OR VARIATION FROM ITS UNIFORM CHARACTER. THROUGH THIS THE FATHER HIMSELF IS SEEN; FOR IT IS SAID, "NO MAN COMETH UNTO THE FATHER BUT BY ME." TO THIS WE CLEAVE BY SANCTIFICATION. FOR WHEN SANCTIFIED WE BURN WITH FULL AND PERFECT LOVE, WHICH IS THE ONLY SECURITY FOR OUR NOT TURNING AWAY FROM GOD, AND FOR OUR BEING CONFORMED TO HIM RATHER THAN TO THIS WORLD; FOR "HE HAS PREDESTINATED US," SAYS THE SAME APOSTLE, "THAT WE SHOULD BE CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF HIS SON." (3) 
23. IT IS THROUGH LOVE, THEN, THAT WE BECOME CONFORMED TO GOD; AND BY THIS CONFORMATION, AND CONFIGURATION, AND CIRCUMCISION FROM THIS WORLD WE ARE NOT CONFOUNDED WITH THE THINGS WHICH ARE PROPERLY SUBJECT TO US. AND THIS IS DONE BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. "FOR HOPE," HE SAYS, "DOES NOT CONFOUND US; FOR THE LOVE OF GOD IS SHED ABROAD IN OUR HEARTS BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHICH IS GIVEN UNTO US." (4) BUT WE COULD NOT POSSIBLY BE RESTORED TO PERFECTION BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, UNLESS HE HIMSELF CONTINUED ALWAYS PERFECT AND IMMUTABLE. AND THIS PLAINLY COULD NOT BE UNLESS HE WERE OF THE NATURE AND OF THE VERY SUBSTANCE OF GOD, WHO ALONE IS ALWAYS POSSESSED OF IMMUTABILITY AND INVARIABLENESS. "THE CREATURE," IT IS AFFIRMED, NOT BY ME BUT BY PAUL, "HAS BEEN MADE SUBJECT TO VANITY.'' (5) AND WHAT IS SUBJECT TO VANITY IS UNABLE TO SEPARATE US FROM VANITY, AND TO UNITE US TO THE TRUTH. BUT THE HOLY SPIRIT DOES THIS FOR US. HE IS THEREFORE NO CREATURE. FOR WHATEVER IS, MUST BE EITHER GOD OR THE CREATURE. 
CHAP. 14. WE CLEAVE TO THE TRINITY, OUR CHIEF GOOD, BY LOVE
24. WE OUGHT THEN TO LOVE GOD, THE TRINITY IN UNITY, FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT; FOR THIS MUST BE SAID TO BE GOD HIMSELF, FOR IT IS SAID OF GOD, TRULY AND IN THE MOST EXALTED SENSE," OF WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, BY WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, IN WHOM ARE ALL THINGS." THOSE ARE PAUL'S WORDS. AND WHAT DOES HE ADD? "TO HIM BE GLORY." (6) ALL THIS IS EXACTLY TRUE. HE DOES NOT SAY, TO, THEM; FOR GOD IS ONE. AND WHAT IS MEANT BY, TO HIM BE GLORY, BUT TO HIM BE CHIEF AND PERFECT AND WIDESPREAD PRAISE? FOR AS THE PRAISE IMPROVES AND EXTENDS, SO THE LOVE AND AFFECTION INCREASES, IN FERVOR. AND WHEN THIS IS THE CASE, MANKIND CANNOT BUT ADVANCE WITH SURE AND FIRM STEP TO A LIFE OF PERFECTION AND BLISS. THIS, I SUPPOSE, IS ALL WE WISH TO FIND WHEN WE SPEAK OF THE CHIEF GOOD OF MAN, TO WHICH ALL MUST BE REFERRED IN LIFE AND CONDUCT. FOR THE GOOD PLAINLY EXISTS; AND WE HAVE SHOWN BY REASONING, AS FAR AS WE WERE ABLE, AND BY THE DIVINE AUTHORITY WHICH GOES BEYOND OUR REASONING, THAT IT IS NOTHING ELSE BUT GOD HIMSELF. FOR HOW CAN ANY THING BE MAN'S CHIEF GOOD BUT THAT IN CLEAVING TO WHICH HE IS BLESSED? NOW THIS IS NOTHING BUT GOD, TO WHOM WE CAN CLEAVE ONLY BY AFFECTION, DESIRE, AND LOVE. 
CHAP. 15. THE CHRISTIAN DEFINITION OF THE FOUR VIRTUES
25. AS TO VIRTUE LEADING US TO A HAPPY LIFE, I HOLD VIRTUE TO BE NOTHING ELSE THAN PERFECT LOVE OF GOD. FOR THE FOURFOLD DIVISION OF VIRTUE, I REGARD AS TAKEN FROM FOUR FORMS OF LOVE. FOR THESE FOUR VIRTUES (WOULD THAT ALL FELT THEIR INFLUENCE IN THEIR MINDS AS THEY HAVE THEIR NAMES IN THEIR MOUTHS !), I SHOULD HAVE NO HESITATION IN DEFINING THEM: THAT TEMPERANCE IS LOVE GIVING ITSELF ENTIRELY TO THAT WHICH IS LOVED; FORTITUDE IS LOVE READILY BEARING ALL THINGS FOR THE SAKE OF THE LOVED OBJECT; JUSTICE IS LOVE SERVING ONLY THE LOVED OBJECT, AND THEREFORE RULING RIGHTLY; PRUDENCE IS LOVE DISTINGUISHING WITH SAGACITY BETWEEN WHAT HINDERS IT AND WHAT HELPS IT. THE OBJECT OF THIS LOVE IS NOT ANYTHING, BUT ONLY GOD, THE CHIEF GOOD, THE HIGHEST WISDOM, THE PERFECT HARMONY. SO, WE MAY EXPRESS THE DEFINITION THUS: THAT TEMPERANCE IS LOVE KEEPING ITSELF ENTIRE AND INCORRUPT FOR GOD; FORTITUDE IS LOVE BEARING EVERYTHING READILY FOR THE SAKE OF GOD; JUSTICE IS LOVE SERVING GOD ONLY, AND THEREFORE RULING WELL ALL ELSE, AS SUBJECT TO MAN; PRUDENCE IS LOVE MAKING A RIGHT DISTINCTION BETWEEN WHAT HELPS IT TOWARDS GOD AND WHAT MIGHT HINDER IT. (7) 
CHAP. 16. HARMONY OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS
26. I WILL BRIEFLY SET FORTH THE MANNER OF LIFE ACCORDING TO THESE VIRTUES, ONE BY ONE, AFTER I HAVE BROUGHT FORWARD, AS I PROMISED, PASSAGES FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT PARALLEL TO THOSE I HAVE BEEN QUOTING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT. FOR IS PAUL ALONE IN SAYING THAT WE SHOULD BE JOINED TO GOD SO THAT THERE SHOULD BE NOTHING BETWEEN TO SEPARATE US? DOES NOT THE PROPHET SAY THE SAME MOST APTLY AND CONCISELY IN THE WORDS, "IT IS GOOD FOR ME TO CLEAVE TO GOD?" (1) DOES NOT THIS ONE WORD CLEAVE EXPRESS ALL THAT THE APOSTLE SAYS AT LENGTH ABOUT LOVE? AND DO NOT THE WORDS, IT IS GOOD, POINT TO THE APOSTLE'S STATEMENT, "ALL THINGS ISSUE IN GOOD TO THEM THAT LOVE GOD?" THUS, IN ONE CLAUSE AND IN TWO WORDS THE PROPHET SETS FORTH THE POWER AND THE FRUIT OF LOVE. 
27. AND AS THE APOSTLE SAYS THAT THE SON OF GOD IS THE VIRTUE OF GOD AND THE WISDOM OF GOD,-- VIRTUE BEING UNDERSTOOD TO REFER TO ACTION, AND WISDOM TO TEACHING (AS IN THE GOSPEL THESE TWO THINGS ARE EXPRESSED IN THE WORDS, "ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM," WHICH BELONGS TO ACTION AND VIRTUE; AND THEN, REFERRING TO TEACHING AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH, HE SAYS, "THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN" (2),--COULD ANYTHING AGREE BETTER WITH THESE PASSAGES THAN WHAT IS SAID IN THE OLD TESTAMENT (3) OF WISDOM, "SHE REACHES FROM END TO END IN STRENGTH, AND ORDERS ALL THINGS SWEETLY?" FOR REACHING IN STRENGTH EXPRESSES VIRTUE, WHILE ORDERING SWEETLY EXPRESSES SKILL AND METHOD. BUT IF THIS SEEMS OBSCURE, SEE WHAT FOLLOWS: "AND OF ALL," HE SAYS, "GOD LOVED HER; FOR SHE TEACHES THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, AND CHOOSES HIS WORKS." NOTHING MORE IS FOUND HERE ABOUT ACTION; FOR CHOOSING WORKS IS NOT THE SAME AS WORKING, SO THIS REFERS TO TEACHING. THERE REMAINS ACTION TO CORRESPOND WITH THE VIRTUE, TO COMPLETE THE TRUTH WE WISH TO PROVE. READ THEN WHAT COMES NEXT: "BUT IF," HE SAYS, "THE POSSESSION WHICH IS DESIRED IN LIFE IS HONORABLE, WHAT IS MORE HONORABLE THAN WISDOM, WHICH WORKS ALL THINGS?" COULD ANYTHING BE BROUGHT FORWARD MORE STRIKING OR MORE DISTINCT THAN THIS, OR EVEN MORE FULLY EXPRESSED? OR, IF YOU WISH MORE, HEAR ANOTHER PASSAGE OF THE SAME MEANING. "WISDOM," HE SAYS, "TEACHES SOBRIETY, AND JUSTICE, AND VIRTUE." (4) SOBRIETY REFERS, I THINK, TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF, THE TRUTH, OR TO TEACHING; JUSTICE AND VIRTUE TO WORK AND ACTION. AND I KNOW NOTHING COMPARABLE TO THESE TWO THINGS, THAT IS, TO EFFICIENCY IN ACTION AND SOBRIETY IN CONTEMPLATION, WHICH THE VIRTUE OF GOD AND THE WISDOM OF GOD, THAT IS, THE SON OF GOD, GIVES TO THEM THAT LOVE HIM, WHEN THE SAME PROPHET GOES ON TO SHOW THEIR VALUE; FOR IT IS THUS STATED: "WISDOM TEACHES SOBRIETY, AND JUSTICE, AND VIRTUE, THAN WHICH NOTHING IS MORE USEFUL IN LIFE TO MAN.'' (5) 
28. PERHAPS SOME MAY THINK THAT THOSE PASSAGES DO NOT REFER TO THE SON OF GOD. WHAT, THEN, IS TAUGHT IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "SHE DISPLAYS THE NOBILITY OF HER BIRTH, HAVING HER DWELLING WITH GOD? " (6) TO WHAT DOES BIRTH REFER BUT TO PARENTAGE? AND DOES NOT DWELLING WITH THE FATHER CLAIM AND ASSERT EQUALITY? AGAIN, AS PAUL SAYS THAT THE SON OF GOD IS THE WISDOM OF GOD, (7) AND AS THE LORD HIMSELF SAYS, "NO MAN KNOWS THE FATHER SAVE THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON,'' (8) WHAT COULD BE MORE CONCORDANT THAN THOSE WORDS OF THE PROPHET: "WITH THEE IS WISDOM WHICH KNOWS THY WORKS, WHICH WAS PRESENT AT THE TIME OF THY MAKING THE WORLD, AND KNEW WHAT WOULD BE PLEASING IN THINE EYES?" (9) AND AS CHRIST IS CALLED THE TRUTH, WHICH IS ALSO TAUGHT BY HIS BEING CALLED THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE FATHER (10) (FOR THERE IS NOTHING ROUND ABOUT THE SUN BUT ITS BRIGHTNESS WHICH IS PRODUCED FROM IT), WHAT IS THERE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT MORE PLAINLY AND OBVIOUSLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS THAN THE WORDS, "THY TRUTH IS ROUND ABOUT THEE?" (11) ONCE MORE, WISDOM HERSELF SAYS IN THE GOSPEL, "NO MAN COMETH UNTO THE FATHER BUT BY ME;" (12) AND THE PROPHET SAYS, " WHO KNOWS THY MIND, UNLESS THOU GIVE WISDOM?" AND A LITTLE AFTER, "THE THINGS PLEASING TO THEE MEN HAVE LEARNED, AND HAVE BEEN HEALED BY WISDOM." (13) 
29. PAUL SAYS, "THE LOVE OF GOD IS SHED ABROAD IN OUR HEARTS BY THE HOLY SPIRIT WHICH IS GIVEN UNTO US;'' (14) AND THE PROPHET SAYS, "THE HOLY SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE WILL SHUN GUILE." (15) FOR WHERE THERE IS GUILE THERE IS NO LOVE. PAUL SAYS THAT WE ARE "CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF THE SON OF GOD;" (16) AND THE PROPHET SAYS, "THE LIGHT OF THY COUNTENANCE IS STAMPED UPON US.'' (1) PAUL TEACHES THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD, AND THEREFORE IS NO CREATURE; AND THE PROPHET SAYS, "THOU SEND THY SPIRIT FROM THE HIGHER." (2) FOR GOD ALONE IS THE HIGHEST, THEN WHOM NOTHING IS HIGHER. PAUL SHOWS THAT THE TRINITY IS ONE GOD, WHEN HE SAYS, "TO HIM BE GLORY;"[3] AND IN THE OLD TESTAMENT IT IS SAID, "HEAR, O ISRAEL, THE LORD THY GOD IS ONE GOD." (4) 
CHAP. 17. APPEAL TO THE MANICHAEANS, CALLING ON THEM TO REPENT
30. WHAT MORE DO YOU WISH? WHY DO YOU RESIST IGNORANTLY AND OBSTINATELY? WHY DO YOU PERVERT UNTUTORED MINDS BY YOUR MISCHIEVOUS TEACHING? THE GOD OF BOTH TESTAMENTS IS ONE. FOR AS THERE IS AN AGREEMENT IN THE PASSAGES QUOTED FROM BOTH, SO IS THERE IN ALL THE REST, IF YOU ARE WILLING TO CONSIDER THEM CAREFULLY AND IMPARTIALLY. BUT BECAUSE MANY EXPRESSIONS ARE UNDIGNIFIED, AND SO FAR, ADAPTED TO MINDS CREEPING ON THE EARTH, THAT THEY MAY RISE BY HUMAN THINGS TO DIVINE, (5) WHILE MANY ARE FIGURATIVE, THAT THE INQUIRING MIND. MAY HAVE THE MORE PROFIT FROM THE EXERTION OF FINDING THEIR MEANING, AND THE MORE DELIGHT WHEN IT IS FOUND, YOU PERVERT THIS ADMIRABLE ARRANGEMENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR THE PURPOSE OF DECEIVING AND ENSNARING YOUR FOLLOWERS. AS TO THE REASON WHY DIVINE PROVIDENCE PERMITS YOU TO DO THIS, AND AS TO THE TRUTH OF THE APOSTLE'S SAYING, "THERE MUST NEEDS BE MANY HERESIES, THAT THEY WHICH ARE APPROVED MAY BE MADE MANIFEST AMONG YOU," (6) IT WOULD TAKE LONG TO DISCUSS THESE THINGS, AND YOU, WITH WHOM WE HAVE NOW TO DO, ARE NOT CAPABLE OF UNDERSTANDING THEM. I KNOW YOU WELL. TO THE CONSIDERATION OF DIVINE THINGS, WHICH ARE FAR HIGHER THAN YOU SUPPOSE, YOU BRING MINDS QUITE GROSS AND SICKLY, FROM BEING FED WITH MATERIAL IMAGES. 
31. WE MUST THEREFORE IN YOUR CASE TRY NOT TO MAKE YOU UNDERSTAND DIVINE THINGS, WHICH IS IMPOSSIBLE, BUT TO MAKE YOU DESIRE TO UNDERSTAND. THIS IS THE WORK OF THE PURE AND GUILELESS LOVE OF GOD, WHICH IS SEEN CHIEFLY IN THE CONDUCT, AND OF WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY SAID MUCH. THIS LOVE, INSPIRED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, LEADS TO THE SON, THAT IS, TO THE WISDOM OF GOD, BY WHICH THE FATHER HIMSELF IS KNOWN. FOR IF WISDOM AND TRUTH ARE NOT SOUGHT FOR WITH THE WHOLE STRENGTH OF THE MIND, IT CANNOT POSSIBLY BE FOUND. BUT WHEN IT IS SOUGHT AS IT DESERVES TO BE, IT CANNOT WITHDRAW OR HIDE ITSELF FROM ITS LOVERS. HENCE ITS WORDS, WHICH YOU TOO ARE IN THE HABIT OF REPEATING, "ASK, AND YE SHALL RECEIVE; SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND; KNOCK, AND IT SHALL BE OPENED UNTO YOU:" (7) "NOTHING IS HID WHICH SHALL NOT BE REVEALED." (8) IT IS LOVE THAT ASKS, LOVE THAT SEEKS, LOVE THAT KNOCKS, LOVE THAT REVEALS, LOVE, TOO, THAT GIVES CONTINUANCE IN WHAT IS REVEALED. FROM THIS LOVE OF WISDOM, AND THIS STUDIOUS INQUIRY, WE ARE NOT DEBARRED BY THE OLD TESTAMENT, AS YOU ALWAYS SAY MOST FALSELY, BUT ARE EXHORTED TO THIS WITH THE GREATEST URGENCY. 
32. HEAR, THEN, AT LENGTH, AND CONSIDER, I PRAY YOU, WHAT IS SAID BY THE PROPHET: "WISDOM IS GLORIOUS, AND NEVER FADES AWAY; YEA, SHE IS EASILY SEEN OF THEM THAT LOVE HER, AND FOUND OF SUCH AS SEEK HER. SHE PREVENTS THEM THAT DESIRE HER, IN MAKING HERSELF FIRST KNOWN UNTO THEM. WHOSO SEEKS HER EARLY SHALL HAVE NO GREAT TRAVAIL; FOR HE SHALL FIND HER SITTING AT HIS DOORS. TO THINK, THEREFORE, UPON HER IS PERFECTION OF WISDOM; AND WHOSO WATCHES FOR HER SHALL QUICKLY BE WITHOUT CARE. FOR SHE GOES ABOUT SEEKING SUCH AS ARE WORTHY OF HER, SHOWS HERSELF FAVORABLY UNTO THEM IN THE WAYS, AND MEETS THEM IN EVERY THOUGHT. FOR THE VERY TRUE BEGINNING OF HER IS THE DESIRE OF DISCIPLINE; AND THE CARE OF DISCIPLINE IS LOVE; AND LOVE IS THE KEEPING OF HER LAWS; AND THE GIVING HEED UNTO HER LAWS IS THE ASSURANCE OF INCORRUPTION; AND INCORRUPTION MAKES US NEAR UNTO GOD. THEREFORE, THE DESIRE OF WISDOM BRINGETH TO A KINGDOM.'' (9) WILL YOU STILL CONTINUE IN DOGGED HOSTILITY TO THESE THINGS? DO NOT THINGS THUS STATED, THOUGH NOT YET UNDERSTOOD, MAKE IT EVIDENT TO EVERY ONE THAT THEY CONTAIN SOMETHING DEEP AND UNUTTERABLE? WOULD THAT YOU COULD UNDERSTAND THE THINGS HERE SAID! FORTHWITH YOU WOULD ABJURE ALL YOUR SILLY LEGENDS AND YOUR UNMEANING MATERIAL IMAGINATIONS, AND WITH GREAT ALACRITY, SINCERE LOVE, AND FULL ASSURANCE OF FAITH, WOULD BETAKE YOURSELVES BODILY TO THE SHELTER OF THE MOST HOLY BOSOM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 
CHAP. 18. ONLY IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IS PERFECT TRUTH ESTABLISHED ON THE HARMONY OF BOTH TESTAMENTS
33. I COULD, ACCORDING TO THE LITTLE ABILITY I HAVE, TAKE UP THE POINTS SEPARATELY, AND COULD EXPOUND AND PROVE THE TRUTHS I HAVE LEARNED, WHICH ARE GENERALLY MORE-EXCELLENT AND LOFTY THAN WORDS CAN EXPRESS; BUT THIS CANNOT BE DONE WHILE YOU BARK AT IT. FOR NOT IN VAIN IS IT SAID, "GIVE NOT THAT WHICH IS HOLY TO DOGS." (1) DO NOT BE ANGRY. I TOO BARKED AND WAS A DOG; AND THEN, AS WAS RIGHT, INSTEAD OF THE FOOD OF TEACHING, I GOT THE ROD OF CORRECTION. BUT WERE THERE IN YOU THAT LOVE OF WHICH WE ARE SPEAKING, OR SHOULD IT EVER BE IN YOU AS MUCH AS THE GREATNESS OF THE TRUTH TO BE KNOWN REQUIRES, MAY GOD VOUCHSAFE TO SHOW YOU THAT NEITHER IS THERE AMONG THE MANICHAEANS THE CHRISTIAN FAITH WHICH LEADS TO THE SUMMIT OF WISDOM AND TRUTH, THE ATTAINMENT OF WHICH IS THE TRUE HAPPY LIFE, NOR IS IT ANYWHERE BUT IN THE CATHOLIC TEACHING. IS NOT THIS WHAT THE APOSTLE PAUL APPEARS TO DESIRE WHEN HE SAYS, "FOR THIS CAUSE I BOW MY KNEES TO THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, FROM WHOM THE WHOLE FAMILY IN HEAVEN AND EARTH IS NAMED, THAT HE WOULD GRANT UNTO YOU, ACCORDING TO THE RICHES OF HIS GLORY, TO BE STRENGTHENED WITH MIGHT BY HIS SPIRIT IN THE INNER MAN: THAT CHRIST MAY DWELL IN YOUR HEARTS BY FAITH; THAT YE, BEING ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN LOVE, MAY BE ABLE TO COMPREHEND WITH ALL SAINTS WHAT IS THE HEIGHT, AND LENGTH, AND BREADTH, AND DEPTH, AND TO KNOW THE LOVE OF CHRIST, WHICH PASS KNOWLEDGE, THAT YE MAY BE FILLED WITH ALL THE FULLNESS OF GOD?" (2) COULD ANYTHING BE MORE PLAINLY EXPRESSED? 
34. WAKE UP A LITTLE, I BESEECH YOU, AND SEE THE HARMONY OF BOTH TESTAMENTS, MAKING IT QUITE PLAIN AND CERTAIN WHAT SHOULD BE THE MANNER OF LIFE IN OUR CONDUCT, AND TO WHAT ALL THINGS SHOULD BE REFERRED. TO THE LOVE OF GOD WE ARE INCITED BY THE GOSPEL, WHEN IT IS SAID, "ASK, SEEK, KNOCK;" [3] BY PAUL, WHEN HE SAYS, "THAT YE, BEING ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN LOVE, MAY BE ABLE TO COMPREHEND;" (4) BY THE PROPHET ALSO, WHEN HE SAYS THAT WISDOM CAN EASILY BE KNOWN BY THOSE WHO LOVE IT, SEEK FOR IT, DESIRE IT, WATCH FOR IT, THINK ABOUT IT, CARE FOR IT. THE SALVATION OF THE MIND (5) AND THE WAY OF HAPPINESS IS POINTED OUT BY THE CONCORD OF BOTH SCRIPTURES; AND YET YOU CHOOSE RATHER TO BARK AT THESE THINGS THAN TO OBEY THEM. I WILL TELL YOU IN ONE WORD WHAT I THINK. DO YOU LISTEN TO THE LEARNED MEN OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH WITH AS PEACEABLE A DISPOSITION, AND WITH THE SAME ZEAL, THAT I HAD WHEN FOR NINE YEARS I ATTENDED ON YOU: (6) THERE WILL BE NO NEED OF SO LONG A TIME AS THAT DURING WHICH YOU MADE A FOOL, OF ME IN A MUCH, A VERY MUCH, SHORTER TIME YOU WILL SEE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TRUTH AND VANITY. 
CHAP. 19. DESCRIPTION OF THE DUTIES OF TEMPERANCE, ACCORDING TO THE SACRED SCRIPTURES
35. IT IS NOW TIME TO RETURN TO THE FOUR VIRTUES, AND TO DRAW OUT AND PRESCRIBE A WAY OF LIFE IN CONFORMITY WITH THEM, TAKING EACH SEPARATELY. FIRST, THEN, LET US CONSIDER TEMPERANCE, WHICH PROMISES US A KIND OF INTEGRITY AND INCORRUPTION IN THE LOVE BY WHICH WE ARE UNITED TO GOD. THE OFFICE OF TEMPERANCE IS IN RESTRAINING AND QUIETING THE PASSIONS WHICH MAKE US PANT FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH TURN US AWAY FROM THE LAWS OF GOD AND FROM THE ENJOYMENT OF HIS GOODNESS, THAT IS, IN A WORD, FROM THE HAPPY LIFE. FOR THERE IS THE ABODE OF TRUTH; AND IN ENJOYING ITS CONTEMPLATION, AND IN CLEAVING CLOSELY TO IT, WE ARE ASSUREDLY HAPPY; BUT DEPARTING FROM THIS, MEN BECOME ENTANGLED IN GREAT ERRORS AND SORROWS. FOR, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "THE ROOT OF ALL EVILS IS COVETOUSNESS; WHICH SOME HAVING FOLLOWED, HAVE MADE SHIPWRECK OF THE FAITH, AND HAVE PIERCED THEMSELVES THROUGH WITH MANY SORROWS.'' (7) AND THIS SIN OF THE SOUL IS QUITE PLAINLY, TO THOSE RIGHTLY UNDERSTANDING, SET FORTH IN THE OLD TESTAMENT IN THE TRANSGRESSION OF ADAM IN PARADISE. THUS, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "IN ADAM WE ALL DIE, AND IN CHRIST WE SHAH ALL RISE AGAIN." (8) OH, THE DEPTH OF THESE MYSTERIES! BUT I REFRAIN; FOR I AM NOW ENGAGED NOT IN TEACHING YOU THE TRUTH, BUT IN MAKING YOU UNLEARN YOUR ERRORS, IF I CAN, THAT IS, IF GOD AID MY PURPOSE REGARDING YOU. 
36. PAUL THEN SAYS THAT COVETOUSNESS IS THE ROOT OF ALL EVILS; AND BY COVETOUSNESS THE OLD LAW ALSO INTIMATES THAT THE FIRST MAN FELL. PAUL TELLS US TO PUT OFF THE OLD MAN AND PUT ON THE NEW. (9) BY THE OLD MAN HE MEANS ADAM WHO SINNED, ANT BY THE NEW MAN HIM WHOM THE SON OF GOD TOOK TO HIMSELF IN CONSECRATION FOR OUR REDEMPTION. FOR HE SAYS IN ANOTHER PLACE, "THE FIRST MAN IS OF THE EARTH, EARTHY; THE SECOND MAN IS FROM HEAVEN, HEAVENLY. AS IS THE EARTHY, SUCH ARE THEY ALSO THAT ARE EARTHY; AND AS IS THE HEAVENLY, SUCH ARE THEY ALSO THAT ARE HEAVENLY. AND AS WE HAVE BORNE THE IMAGE OF THE EARTHY, LET US ALSO BEAR THE IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY," (10) THAT IS, PUT OFF THE OLD MAN, AND PUT ON THE NEW. THE WHOLE DUTY OF TEMPERANCE, THEN, IS TO PUT OFF THE OLD MAN, AND TO BE RENEWED IN GOD, THAT IS, TO SCORN ALL BODILY DELIGHTS, AND THE POPULAR APPLAUSE, AND TO TURN THE WHOLE LOVE TO THINGS DIVINE AND UNSEEN. HENCE THAT FOLLOWING PASSAGE WHICH IS SO ADMIRABLE: "THOUGH OUR OUTWARD MAN, PERISH, OUR INWARD MAN IS RENEWED DAY BY DAY." (1) HEAR, TOO, THE PROPHET SINGING, "CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART, O GOD, AND RENEW A RIGHT SPIRIT WITHIN ME." (2) WHAT CAN BE SAID AGAINST SUCH HARMONY EXCEPT BY BLIND BARKERS? 
CHAP. 20. WE ARE REQUIRED TO DESPISE ALL SENSIBLE THINGS, AND TO LOVE GOD ALONE
37. BODILY DELIGHTS HAVE THEIR SOURCE IN ALL THOSE THINGS WITH WHICH THE BODILY SENSE COMES IN CONTACT, AND WHICH ARE BY SOME CALLED THE OBJECTS OF SENSE; AND AMONG THESE THE NOBLEST IS LIGHT, IN THE COMMON MEANING OF THE WORD, BECAUSE AMONG OUR SENSES ALSO, WHICH THE MIND USES IN ACTING THROUGH THE BODY, THERE IS NOTHING MORE VALUABLE THAN THE EYES, AND SO IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES ALL THE OBJECTS OF SENSE ARE SPOKEN OF AS VISIBLE THINGS. THUS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT WE ARE WARNED AGAINST THE LOVE OF THESE THINGS IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "WHILE WE LOOK NOT AT THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN, BUT AT THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT SEEN; FOR THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN ARE TEMPORAL, BUT THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT SEEN ARE ETERNAL."[3] THIS SHOWS HOW FAR FROM BEING CHRISTIANS THOSE ARE WHO HOLD THAT THE SUN AND MOON ARE TO BE NOT ONLY LOVED BUT WORSHIPPED. FOR WHAT IS SEEN IF THE SUN AND MOON ARE NOT? BUT WE ARE FORBIDDEN TO REGARD THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN. THE MAN, THEREFORE, WHO WISHES TO OFFER THAT INCORRUPT LOVE TO GOD MUST NOT LOVE THESE THINGS TOO. THIS, SUBJECT I WILL INQUIRE INTO MORE PARTICULARLY ELSEWHERE. HERE MY PLAN IS TO WRITE NOT OF FAITH, BUT OF THE LIFE BY WHICH WE BECOME WORTHY OF KNOWING WHAT WE BELIEVE. GOD THEN ALONE IS TO BE LOVED; AND ALL THIS WORLD, THAT IS, ALL SENSIBLE THINGS, ARE TO BE DESPISED, WHILE, HOWEVER, THEY ARE TO BE USED AS THIS LIFE REQUIRES. 
CHAP. 21. POPULAR RENOWN AND INQUISITIVENESS ARE CONDEMNED [DAMNED] IN THE SACRED SCRIPTURES
38. POPULAR RENOWN IS THUS SLIGHTED AND SCORNED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT: "IF I WISHED," SAYS ST. PAUL, "TO PLEASE MEN, I SHOULD NOT BE THE SERVANT OF CHRIST" (4) AGAIN, THERE IS ANOTHER PRODUCTION OF THE SOUL FORMED BY IMAGINATIONS DERIVED FROM MATERIAL THINGS, AND CALLED THE KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS. IN REFERENCE TO THIS WE ARE FITLY WARNED AGAINST INQUISITIVENESS TO CORRECT WHICH IS THE GREAT FUNCTION OF TEMPERANCE. THUS, IT IS SAID, "TAKE HEED LEST ANYONE, SEDUCE YOU BY PHILOSOPHY." AND BECAUSE THE WORD PHILOSOPHY ORIGINALLY MEANS THE LOVE AND PURSUIT OF WISDOM, A THING OF GREAT VALUE AND TO BE SOUGHT WITH THE WHOLE MIND, THE APOSTLES, WITH GREAT PRUDENCE, THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE THOUGHT TO DETER FROM THE LOVE OF WISDOM, HAS ADDED THE WORDS, "AND THE ELEMENTS OF THIS WORLD." (5) FOR SOME PEOPLE, NEGLECTING VIRTUES, AND IGNORANT OF WHAT GOD IS, AND OF THE MAJESTY OF NATURE WHICH REMAINS ALWAYS THE SAME, THINK THAT THEY ARE ENGAGED IN AN IMPORTANT BUSINESS WHEN SEARCHING WITH THE GREATEST INQUISITIVENESS AND EAGERNESS INTO THIS MATERIAL MASS WHICH WE CALL THE WORLD. THIS BEGETS SO MUCH PRIDE, THAT THEY LOOK UPON THEMSELVES AS INHABITANTS OF THE HEAVEN OF WHICH THEY OFTEN DISCOURSE. THE SOUL, THEN, WHICH PURPOSES TO KEEP ITSELF CHASTE FOR GOD MUST REFRAIN FROM THE DESIRE OF VAIN KNOWLEDGE LIKE THIS. FOR THIS DESIRE USUALLY PRODUCES DELUSION, SO THAT THE SOUL THINKS THAT NOTHING EXISTS BUT WHAT IS MATERIAL; OR IF, FROM REGARD TO AUTHORITY, IT CONFESSES THAT THERE IS AN IMMATERIAL EXISTENCE, IT CAN THINK OF IT ONLY UNDER MATERIAL IMAGES, AND HAS NO BELIEF REGARDING IT BUT THAT IMPOSED BY THE BODILY SENSE. WE MAY APPLY TO THIS THE PRECEPT ABOUT FLEEING FROM IDOLATRY. 
39. TO THIS NEW TESTAMENT AUTHORITY, REQUIRING US NOT TO LOVE ANYTHING IN THIS WORLD,[6] ESPECIALLY IN THAT PASSAGE WHERE IT IS SAID, "BE NOT CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD," (7) FOR THE POINT IS TO SHOW THAT A MAN IS CONFORMED TO WHATEVER HE LOVES, TO THIS AUTHORITY, THEN, IF I SEEK FOR A PARALLEL PASSAGE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, I FIND SEVERAL; BUT THERE IS ONE BOOK OF SOLOMON, CALLED ECCLESIASTES, WHICH AT GREAT LENGTH BRINGS ALL EARTHLY THINGS INTO UTTER CONTEMPT. THE BOOK BEGINS THUS: "VANITY OF THE VAIN, SAITH THE PREACHER, VANITY OF THE VAIN; ALL IS VANITY. WHAT PROFIT HATH A MAN OF ALL HIS LABOR WHICH HE TAKETH UNDER THE SUN?'' (8) IF ALL THESE WORDS ARE CONSIDERED, WEIGHED, AND THOROUGHLY EXAMINED, MANY THINGS ARE FOUND OF ESSENTIAL IMPORTANCE TO THOSE WHO SEEK TO FLEE FROM THE WORLD AND TO TAKE SHELTER IN GOD; BUT THIS REQUIRES TIME AND OUR DISCOURSE HASTENS ON TO OTHER TOPICS. BUT, AFTER THIS BEGINNING, HE GOES ON TO SHOW IN DETAIL THAT THE VAIN (9) ARE THOSE WHO ARE DECEIVED BY THINGS OF THIS SORT; AND HE CALLS THIS WHICH DECEIVES THEM VANITY, NOT THAT GOD DID NOT CREATE THOSE THINGS, BUT BECAUSE MEN CHOOSE TO SUBJECT THEMSELVES BY THEIR SINS TO THOSE THINGS, WHICH THE DIVINE LAW HAS MADE SUBJECT TO THEM IN WELL-DOING. FOR WHEN YOU CONSIDER THINGS BENEATH YOURSELF TO BE ADMIRABLE AND DESIRABLE, WHAT IS THIS BUT TO BE CHEATED AND MISLED BY UNREAL GOODS? THE MAN, THEN, WHO IS TEMPERATE IN SUCH MORTAL AND TRANSIENT THINGS HAS HIS RULE OF LIFE CONFIRMED BY BOTH TESTAMENTS, THAT HE SHOULD LOVE NONE OF THESE THINGS, NOR THINK THEM DESIRABLE FOR THEIR OWN SAKES, BUT SHOULD USE THEM AS FAR AS IS REQUIRED FOR THE PURPOSES AND DUTIES OF LIFE, WITH THE MODERATION OF AN EMPLOYER INSTEAD OF THE ARDOR OF A LOVER THESE REMARKS ON TEMPERANCE ARE FEW IN PROPORTION TO THE GREATNESS OF THE THEME, BUT PERHAPS TOO MANY IN VIEW OF THE TASK ON HAND. 
CHAP. 22. FORTITUDE COMES FROM THE LOVE OF GOD
40. ON FORTITUDE WE MUST BE BRIEF. THE LOVE, THEN, OF WHICH WE SPEAK, WHICH OUGHT WITH ALL SANCTITY TO BURN IN DESIRE FOR GOD, IS CALLED TEMPERANCE, IN NOT SEEKING FOR EARTHLY THINGS, AND FORTITUDE IN BEARING THE LOSS OF THEM. BUT AMONG ALL THINGS WHICH ARE POSSESSED IN THIS LIFE, THE BODY IS, BY GOD'S MOST RIGHTEOUS LAWS, FOR THE SIN OF OLD, MAN'S HEAVIEST BOND, WHICH IS WELL KNOWN AS A FACT BUT MOST INCOMPREHENSIBLE IN ITS MYSTERY. LEST THIS BOND SHOULD BE SHAKEN AND DISTURBED, THE SOUL IS SHAKEN WITH THE FEAR OF TOIL AND PAIN; LEST IT SHOULD BE LOST AND DESTROYED, THE SOUL IS SHAKEN WITH THE FEAR OF DEATH. FOR THE SOUL LOVES IT FROM THE FORCE OF HABIT, NOT KNOWING THAT BY USING IT WELL AND WISELY ITS RESURRECTION AND REFORMATION WILL, BY THE DIVINE HELP AND DECREE, BE WITHOUT ANY TROUBLE MADE SUBJECT TO ITS AUTHORITY. BUT WHEN THE SOUL TURNS TO GOD WHOLLY IN THIS LOVE, IT KNOWS THESE THINGS, AND SO WILL NOT ONLY DISREGARD DEATH, BUT WILL EVEN DESIRE IT. 
41. THEN THERE IS THE GREAT STRUGGLE WITH PAIN. BUT THERE IS NOTHING, THOUGH OF IRON HARDNESS, WHICH THE FIRE OF LOVE CANNOT SUBDUE. AND WHEN THE MIND IS CARRIED UP TO GOD IN THIS LOVE, IT WILL SOAR ABOVE ALL TORTURE FREE AND GLORIOUS, WITH WINGS BEAUTEOUS AND UNHURT, ON WHICH CHASTE LOVE RISES TO THE EMBRACE OF GOD. OTHERWISE GOD MUST ALLOW THE LOVERS OF GOLD, THE LOVERS OF PRAISE, THE LOVERS OF WOMEN, TO HAVE MORE FORTITUDE THAN THE LOVERS OF HIMSELF, THOUGH LOVE IN THOSE CASES IS RATHER TO BE CALLED PASSION OR LUST. AND YET EVEN HERE WE MAY SEE WITH WHAT FORCE THE MIND PRESSES ON WITH UNFLAGGING ENERGY, IN SPITE OF ALL ALARMS, TOWARDS THAT IT LOVES; AND WE LEARN THAT WE SHOULD BEAR ALL THINGS RATHER THAN FORSAKE GOD, SINCE THOSE MEN BEAR SO MUCH IN ORDER TO FORSAKE HIM. 
CHAP. 23. SCRIPTURE PRECEPTS AND EXAMPLES OF FORTITUDE
42. INSTEAD OF QUOTING HERE AUTHORITIES FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT, WHERE IT IS SAID, "TRIBULATION WORKETH PATIENCE; AND PATIENCE, EXPERIENCE AND EXPERIENCE, HOPE; " [1] AND WHERE, IN ADDITION TO THESE WORDS, THERE IS PROOF AND CONFIRMATION OF THEM FROM THE EXAMPLE OF THOSE WHO SPOKE THEM; I WILL RATHER SUMMON AN EXAMPLE OF PATIENCE FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT, AGAINST WHICH THE MANICHAEANS MAKE FIERCE ASSAULTS. NOR WILL I REFER TO THE MAN WHO, IN THE MIDST OF GREAT BODILY SUFFERING, AND WITH A DREADFUL DISEASE IN HIS LIMBS, NOT ONLY BORE HUMAN EVILS, BUT DISCOURSED OF THINGS DIVINE. WHOEVER GIVES CONSIDERATE ATTENTION TO THE UTTERANCES OF THIS MAN, WILL LEARN FROM EVERY ONE OF THEM WHAT VALUE IS TO BE ATTACHED TO THOSE THINGS WHICH MEN TRY TO KEEP IN THEIR POWER, AND IN SO DOING ARE THEMSELVES BROUGHT BY PASSION INTO BONDAGE, SO THAT THEY BECOME THE SLAVES OF MORTAL THINGS, WHILE SEEKING IGNORANTLY TO BE THEIR MASTERS. THIS MAN, IN THE LOSS OF ALL HIS WEALTH, AND ON BEING SUDDENLY REDUCED TO THE GREATEST POVERTY, KEPT HIS MIND SO UNSHAKEN AND FIXED UPON GOD, AS TO MANIFEST THAT THESE THINGS WERE NOT GREAT IN HIS VIEW, BUT THAT HE WAS GREAT IN RELATION TO THEM, AND GOD TO HIM. [2] IF THIS MIND WERE TO BE FOUND IN MEN IN OUR DAY, WE SHOULD NOT BE SO STRONGLY CAUTIONED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT AGAINST THE POSSESSION OF THESE THINGS IN ORDER THAT WE MAY BE PERFECT; FOR TO HAVE THESE THINGS WITHOUT CLEAVING TO THEM IS MUCH MORE ADMIRABLE THAN NOT TO HAVE THEM AT ALL. [3] 
43. BUT SINCE WE ARE SPEAKING HERE OF BEARING PAIN AND BODILY SUFFERINGS, I PASS FROM THIS MAN, GREAT AS HE WAS, INDOMITABLE AS HE WAS: THIS IS THE CASE OF A MAN. BUT THESE SCRIPTURES PRESENT TO ME A WOMAN OF AMAZING FORTITUDE, AND I MUST AT ONCE GO ON TO HER CASE. THIS WOMAN, ALONG WITH SEVEN CHILDREN, ALLOWED THE TYRANT AND EXECUTIONER TO EXTRACT HER VITALS FROM HER BODY RATHER THAN A PROFANE WORD FROM HER MOUTH, ENCOURAGING HER SONS BY HER EXHORTATIONS, THOUGH SHE SUFFERED IN THE TORTURES OF THEIR BODIES, AND WAS HERSELF TO UNDERGO WHAT SHE CALLED ON THEM TO BEAR. [4] WHAT PATIENCE COULD BE GREATER THAN THIS? AND YET WHY SHOULD WE BE ASTONISHED THAT THE LOVE OF GOD, IMPLANTED IN HER INMOST HEART, BORE UP AGAINST TYRANT, AND EXECUTIONER, AND PAIN, AND SEX, AND NATURAL AFFECTION? HAD SHE NOT HEARD, "PRECIOUS IN THE [SEXLESS] SIGHT OF THE LORD IS THE DEATH OF HIS SAINTS?" [5] HAD SHE NOT HEARD, "A PATIENT MAN IS BETTER THAN THE MIGHTIEST? "[6] HAD SHE NOT HEARD, "ALL THAT IS APPOINTED THEE RECEIVE; AND IN PAIN BEAR IT; AND IN ABASEMENT KEEP THY PATIENCE: FOR IN FIRE ARE GOLD AND SILVER TRIED?"(2) HAD SHE NOT HEARD, "THE FIRE TRIES THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER, AND FOR JUST MEN IS THE TRIAL OF TRIBULATION?'' (2) THESE SHE KNEW, AND MANY OTHER PRECEPTS OF FORTITUDE WRITTEN IN THESE BOOKS, WHICH ALONE EXISTED AT THAT TIME, BY THE SAME DIVINE SPIRIT WHO WRITES THOSE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
CHAP. 24. OF JUSTICE AND PRUDENCE
44. WHAT OF JUSTICE THAT PERTAINS TO GOD? AS THE LORD SAYS, "YE CANNOT SERVE TWO MASTERS," (3) AND THE APOSTLE DENOUNCES THOSE WHO SERVE THE CREATURE RATHER THAN THE CREATOR (4) WAS IT NOT SAID BEFORE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, "THOU SHALT WORSHIP THE LORD THY GOD, AND HIM ONLY SHALT THOU SERVE?" (5) I NEED SAY NO MORE ON THIS, FOR THESE BOOKS ARE FULL OF SUCH PASSAGES. THE LOVER, THEN, WHOM WE ARE DESCRIBING, WILL GET FROM JUSTICE THIS RULE OF LIFE, THAT HE MUST WITH PERFECT READINESS SERVE THE GOD WHOM HE LOVES, THE HIGHEST GOOD, THE HIGHEST WISDOM, THE HIGHEST PEACE; (6) AND AS REGARDS ALL OTHER THINGS, MUST EITHER RULE THEM AS SUBJECT TO HIMSELF, OR TREAT THEM WITH A VIEW TO THEIR SUBJECTION. THIS RULE OF LIFE, IS, AS WE HAVE SHOWN, CONFIRMED BY THE AUTHORITY OF BOTH TESTAMENTS. 
45. WITH EQUAL BREVITY WE MUST TREAT OF PRUDENCE, TO WHICH IT BELONGS TO DISCERN BETWEEN WHAT IS TO BE DESIRED AND WHAT TO BE SHUNNED. WITHOUT THIS, NOTHING CAN BE DONE OF WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN OF. IT IS THE PART OF PRUDENCE TO KEEP WATCH WITH MOST ANXIOUS VIGILANCE, LEST ANY EVIL INFLUENCE SHOULD STEALTHILY CREEP IN UPON US. THUS, THE LORD OFTEN EXCLAIMS, "WATCH;" (7) AND HE SAYS, "WALK WHILE YE HAVE THE LIGHT, LEST DARKNESS COME UPON YOU." (8) AND THEN IT IS SAID, "KNOW YE NOT THAT A LITTLE LEAVEN LEAVENS THE WHOLE LUMP?'' (9) AND NO PASSAGE CAN BE QUOTED FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT MORE EXPRESSLY CONDEMNING THIS MENTAL SOMNOLENCE, WHICH MAKES US INSENSIBLE TO DESTRUCTION ADVANCING ON US STEP BY STEP, THAN THOSE WORDS OF THE PROPHET, "HE WHO DESPISES SMALL THINGS SHALL FALL BY DEGREES."(10) ON THIS TOPIC I MIGHT DISCOURSE AT LENGTH DID OUR HASTE ALLOW OF IT. AND DID OUR PRESENT TASK DEMAND IT, WE MIGHT PERHAPS PROVE THE DEPTH OF THESE MYSTERIES, BY MAKING A MOCK OF WHICH PROFANE MEN IN THEIR PERFECT IGNORANCE FALL, NOT CERTAINLY BY DEGREES, BUT WITH A HEADLONG OVERTHROW. 
CHAP. 25. FOUR MORAL DUTIES REGARDING THE LOVE OF GOD, OF WHICH LOVE THE REWARD IS ETERNAL LIFE AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH
46. I NEED SAY NO MORE ABOUT RIGHT CONDUCT. FOR IF GOD IS MAN'S CHIEF GOOD, WHICH YOU CANNOT DENY, IT CLEARLY FOLLOWS, SINCE TO SEEK THE CHIEF GOOD IS TO LIVE WELL, THAT TO LIVE WELL IS NOTHING ELSE BUT TO LOVE GOD WITH ALL THE HEART, WITH ALL THE SOUL, WITH ALL THE MIND; AND, AS ARISING FROM THIS, THAT THIS LOVE MUST BE PRESERVED ENTIRE AND INCORRUPT, WHICH IS THE PART OF TEMPERANCE; THAT IT GIVE WAY BEFORE NO TROUBLES, WHICH IS THE PART OF FORTITUDE; THAT IT SERVE NO OTHER, WHICH IS THE PART OF JUSTICE; THAT IT BE WATCHFUL IN ITS INSPECTION OF THINGS LEST CRAFT OR FRAUD STEAL IN, WHICH IS THE PART OF PRUDENCE. THIS IS THE ONE PERFECTION OF MAN, BY WHICH ALONE HE CAN SUCCEED IN ATTAINING TO THE PURITY OF TRUTH. THIS BOTH TESTAMENTS ENJOIN IN CONCERT; THIS IS COMMENDED ON BOTH SIDES ALIKE. WHY DO YOU CONTINUE TO CAST REPROACHES ON SCRIPTURES OF WHICH YOU ARE IGNORANT? DO YOU NOT SEE THE FOLLY OF YOUR ATTACK UPON BOOKS WHICH ONLY THOSE WHO DO NOT UNDERSTAND THEM FIND FAULT WITH, AND WHICH ONLY THOSE WHO FIND FAULT FAIL IN UNDERSTANDING? FOR NEITHER CAN AN ENEMY KNOW THEM, NOR CAN ONE WHO KNOWS THEM BE OTHER THAN A FRIEND TO THEM. 
47. LET US THEN, AS MANY AS HAVE IN VIEW TO REACH ETERNAL LIFE, LOVE GOD WITH ALL THE HEART, WITH ALL THE SOUL, WITH ALL THE MIND. FOR ETERNAL LIFE CONTAINS THE WHOLE REWARD IN THE PROMISE OF WHICH WE REJOICE; NOR CAN THE REWARD PRECEDE DESERT, NOR BE GIVEN TO A MAN BEFORE HE IS WORTHY OF IT. WHAT CAN BE MORE UNJUST THAN THIS, AND WHAT IS MORE JUST THAN GOD? WE SHOULD NOT THEN DEMAND THE REWARD BEFORE WE DESERVE TO GET IT. HERE, PERHAPS, IT IS NOT OUT OF PLACE TO ASK WHAT IS ETERNAL LIFE; OR RATHER LET US HEAR THE BESTOWER OF IT: "THIS," HE SAYS, "IS LIFE ETERNAL, THAT THEY SHOULD KNOW THEE, THE TRUE GOD, AND JESUS CHRIST WHOM THOU HAST SENT."(11) SO ETERNAL LIFE IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH. SEE, THEN, HOW PERVERSE AND PREPOSTEROUS IS THE CHARACTER OF THOSE WHO THINK THAT THEIR TEACHING OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD WILL MAKE US PERFECT, WHEN THIS IS THE REWARD OF THOSE ALREADY PERFECT! WHAT ELSE, THEN, HAVE WE TO DO BUT FIRST TO LOVE WITH FULL AFFECTION HIM WHOM WE DESIRE TO KNOW? (12) HENCE ARISES THAT PRINCIPLE ON WHICH WE HAVE ALL ALONG INSISTED, THAT THERE IS NOTHING MORE WHOLESOME IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH THAN USING AUTHORITY BEFORE ARGUMENT. 
CHAP. 26. LOVE OF OURSELVES AND OF OUR NEIGHBOR
48. TO PROCEED TO WHAT REMAINS. IT MAY BE THOUGHT THAT THERE IS NOTHING HERE ABOUT MAN HIMSELF, THE LOVER. BUT TO THINK THIS, SHOWS A WANT OF CLEAR PERCEPTION. FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ONE WHO LOVES GOD NOT TO LOVE HIMSELF. FOR HE ALONE HAS A PROPER LOVE FOR HIMSELF WHO AIMS DILIGENTLY AT THE ATTAINMENT OF THE CHIEF AND TRUE GOOD; AND IF THIS IS NOTHING ELSE BUT GOD, AS HAS BEEN SHOWN. WHAT IS TO PREVENT ONE WHO LOVES GOD FROM LOVING HIMSELF? AND THEN, AMONG MEN SHOULD THERE BE NO BOND OF MUTUAL LOVE? YEA, VERILY; SO THAT WE CAN THINK OF NO SURER STEP TOWARDS THE LOVE OF GOD THAN THE LOVE OF MAN TO MAN. 
49. LET THE LORD THEN SUPPLY US WITH THE OTHER PRECEPT IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION ABOUT THE PRECEPTS OF LIFE; FOR HE WAS NOT SATISFIED WITH ONE AS KNOWING THAT GOD IS ONE THING AND MAN ANOTHER, AND THAT THE DIFFERENCE IS NOTHING LESS THAN THAT BETWEEN THE CREATOR AND THE THING CREATED IN THE LIKENESS OF ITS CREATOR. HE SAYS THEN THAT THE SECOND PRECEPT IS, "THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF."(2) NOW YOU LOVE YOURSELF SUITABLY WHEN YOU LOVE GOD BETTER THAN YOURSELF. WHAT, THEN, YOU AIM AT IN YOURSELF YOU MUST AIM AT IN YOUR NEIGHBOR, NAMELY, THAT HE MAY LOVE GOD, WITH A PERFECT AFFECTION, FOR YOU DO NOT LOVE HIM AS YOURSELF, UNLESS YOU TRY TO DRAW HIM TO THAT GOOD WHICH YOU ARE YOURSELF PURSUING. FOR THIS IS THE ONE GOOD WHICH HAS ROOM FOR ALL TO PURSUE IT ALONG WITH THEE. FROM THIS PRECEPT PROCEED THE DUTIES OF HUMAN SOCIETY, IN WHICH IT IS HARD TO KEEP FROM ERROR. BUT THE FIRST THING TO AIM AT IS, THAT WE SHOULD BE BENEVOLENT, THAT IS, THAT WE CHERISH NO MALICE AND NO EVIL DESIGN AGAINST ANOTHER. FOR MAN IS THE NEAREST NEIGHBOR OF MAN. 
50. HEAR ALSO WHAT PAUL SAYS: "THE LOVE OF OUR NEIGHBOR," HE SAYS, "WORKETH NO ILL."(3) THE TESTIMONIES HERE MADE USE OF ARE VERY SHORT, BUT, IF I MISTAKE NOT, THEY ARE TO THE POINT, AND SUFFICIENT FOR THE PURPOSE. AND EVERY ONE KNOWS HOW MANY AND HOW WEIGHTY ARE THE WORDS TO BE FOUND EVERYWHERE IN THESE BOOKS ON THE LOVE OF OUR NEIGHBOR. BUT AS A MAN MAY SIN AGAINST ANOTHER IN TWO WAYS, EITHER BY INJURING HIM OR BY NOT HELPING HIM WHEN IT IS IN HIS POWER, AND AS IT IS FOR THESE THINGS WHICH NO LOVING MAN WOULD DO THAT MEN ARE CALLED WICKED, ALL THAT IS REQUIRED IS, I THINK, PROVED BY THESE WORDS, "THE LOVE OF OUR NEIGHBOR WORKETH NO ILL." AND IF WE CANNOT ATTAIN TO GOOD UNLESS WE FIRST DESIST FROM WORKING EVIL, OUR LOVE OF OUR NEIGHBOR IS A SORT OF CRADLE OF OUR LOVE TO GOD, SO THAT, AS IT IS SAID, "THE LOVE OF OUR NEIGHBOR WORKETH NO ILL," WE MAY RISE FROM THIS TO THESE OTHER WORDS, "WE KNOW THAT ALL THINGS ISSUE IN GOOD TO THEM THAT LOVE GOD."(4) 
51. BUT THERE IS A SENSE IN WHICH THESE EITHER RISE TOGETHER TO FULLNESS AND PERFECTION, OR, WHILE THE LOVE OF GOD IS FIRST IN BEGINNING, THE LOVE OF OUR NEIGHBOR IS FIRST IN COMING TO PERFECTION. FOR PERHAPS DIVINE LOVE TAKES HOLD ON US MORE RAPIDLY AT THE OUTSET, BUT WE REACH PERFECTION MORE EASILY IN LOWER THINGS. HOWEVER, THAT MAY BE, THE MAIN POINT IS THIS, THAT NO ONE SHOULD THINK THAT WHILE HE DESPISES HIS NEIGHBOR HE WILL COME TO HAPPINESS AND TO THE GOD WHOM HE LOVES. AND WOULD THAT IT, WERE AS EASY TO SEEK THE GOOD OF OUR NEIGHBOR, OR TO AVOID HURTING HIM, AS IT IS FOR ONE WELL TRAINED AND KIND-HEARTED TO LOVE HIS NEIGHBOR! THESE THINGS REQUIRE MORE THAN MERE GOOD-WILL, AND CAN BE DONE ONLY BY A HIGH DEGREE OF THOUGHTFULNESS AND PRUDENCE, WHICH BELONGS ONLY TO THOSE TO WHOM IT IS GIVEN BY GOD, THE SOURCE OF ALL GOOD. ON THIS TOPIC--WHICH IS ONE, I THINK, OF GREAT DIFFICULTY--I WILL TRY TO SAY A FEW WORDS SUCH AS MY PLAN ADMITS OF, RESTING ALL MY HOPE IN HIM WHOSE GIFTS THESE ARE. 
CHAP. 27. ON DOING GOOD TO THE BODY OF OUR NEIGHBOR
52. MAN, THEN, AS VIEWED BY HIS FELLOWMAN, IS A RATIONAL SOUL WITH A MORTAL AND EARTHLY BODY IN ITS SERVICE. THEREFORE, HE WHO LOVES HIS NEIGHBOR DOES GOOD PARTLY TO THE MAN'S BODY, AND PARTLY TO HIS SOUL. WHAT BENEFITS THE BODY IS CALLED MEDICINE; WHAT BENEFITS THE SOUL, DISCIPLINE. MEDICINE HERE INCLUDES EVERYTHING THAT EITHER PRESERVES OR RESTORES BODILY HEALTH. IT INCLUDES, THEREFORE, NOT ONLY WHAT BELONGS TO THE ART OF MEDICAL MEN, PROPERLY SO CALLED, BUT ALSO FOOD AND DRINK, CLOTHING AND SHELTER, AND EVERY MEANS OF COVERING AND PROTECTION TO GUARD OUR BODIES AGAINST INJURIES AND MISHAPS FROM WITHOUT AS WELL AS FROM WITHIN. FOR HUNGER AND THIRST, AND COLD AND HEAT, AND ALL VIOLENCE FROM WITHOUT, PRODUCE LOSS OF THAT HEALTH WHICH IS THE POINT TO BE CONSIDERED. 
53. HENCE THOSE WHO SEASONABLY AND WISELY SUPPLY ALL THE THINGS REQUIRED FOR WARDING OFF THESE EVILS AND DISTRESSES ARE CALLED COMPASSIONATE, ALTHOUGH THEY MAY HAVE BEEN SO WISE THAT NO PAINFUL FEELING DISTURBED THEIR MIND IN THE EXERCISE OF COMPASSION. (1) NO DOUBT THE WORD COMPASSIONATE IMPLIES SUFFERING IN THE HEART OF THE MAN WHO FEELS FOR THE SORROW OF ANOTHER. AND IT IS EQUALLY TRUE THAT A WISE MAN OUGHT TO BE FREE FROM ALL PAINFUL EMOTION WHEN HE ASSISTS THE NEEDY, WHEN HE GIVES FOOD TO THE HUNGRY AND WATER TO THE THIRSTY, WHEN HE CLOTHES THE NAKED, WHEN HE TAKES THE STRANGER INTO HIS HOUSE, WHEN HE SETS FREE THE OPPRESSED, WHEN, LASTLY, HE EXTENDS HIS CHARITY TO THE DEAD IN GIVING THEM BURIAL. STILL THE EPITHET COMPASSIONATE IS A PROPER ONE, ALTHOUGH HE ACTS WITH TRANQUILITY OF MIND, NOT FROM THE STIMULUS OF PAINFUL FEELING, BUT FROM MOTIVES OF BENEVOLENCE. THERE IS NO HARM IN THE WORD COMPASSIONATE WHEN THERE IS NO PASSION IN THE CASE. 
54. FOOLS, AGAIN, WHO AVOID THE EXERCISE OF COMPASSION AS A VICE, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT SUFFICIENTLY MOVED BY A SENSE OF DUTY WITHOUT FEELING ALSO DISTRESSFUL EMOTION, ARE FROZEN INTO HARD INSENSIBILITY, WHICH IS VERY DIFFERENT FROM THE CALM OF A RATIONAL SERENITY. GOD, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS PROPERLY CALLED COMPASSIONATE; AND THE SENSE IN WHICH HE IS SO WILL BE UNDERSTOOD BY THOSE WHOM PIETY AND DILIGENCE HAVE MADE FIT TO UNDERSTAND. THERE IS A DANGER LEST, IN USING THE WORDS OF THE LEARNED, WE HARDEN THE SOULS OF THE UNLEARNED BY LEADING THEM AWAY FROM COMPASSION INSTEAD OF SOFTENING THEM WITH THE DESIRE OF A CHARITABLE DISPOSITION. AS COMPASSION, THEN, REQUIRES US TO WARD OFF THESE DISTRESSES FROM OTHERS, SO HARMLESSNESS FORBIDS THE INFLICTION OF THEM. 
CHAP. 28. ON DOING GOOD TO THE SOUL OF OUR NEIGHBOR. TWO PARTS OF DISCIPLINE, RESTRAINT AND INSTRUCTION. THROUGH GOOD CONDUCT WE ARRIVE AT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH
55. AS REGARDS DISCIPLINE, BY WHICH THE HEALTH OF THE MIND IS RESTORED, WITHOUT WHICH BODILY HEALTH AVAILS NOTHING FOR SECURITY AGAINST MISERY, THE SUBJECT IS ONE OF GREAT DIFFICULTY. AND AS IN THE BODY WE SAID IT IS ONE THING TO CURE DISEASES AND WOUNDS, WHICH FEW CAN DO PROPERLY, AND ANOTHER THING TO MEET THE CRAVINGS OF HUNGER AND THIRST, AND TO GIVE ASSISTANCE IN ALL THE OTHER WAYS IN WHICH ANY MAN MAY AT ANY TIME HELP ANOTHER; SO IN THE MIND THERE ARE SOME THINGS IN WHICH THE HIGH AND RARE OFFICES OF THE TEACHER ARE NOT MUCH CALLED FOR,--AS, FOR INSTANCE, IN ADVICE AND EXHORTATION TO GIVE TO THE NEEDY THE THINGS ALREADY MENTIONED AS REQUIRED FOR THE BODY. TO GIVE SUCH ADVICE IS TO AID THE MIND BY DISCIPLINE, AS GIVING THE THINGS THEMSELVES IS SIDING THE BODY BY OUR RESOURCES. BUT THERE ARE OTHER CASES WHERE DISEASES OF THE MIND, MANY AND VARIOUS IN KIND, ARE HEALED IN A WAY STRANGE AND INDESCRIBABLE. UNLESS HIS MEDICINE WERE SENT FROM HEAVEN TO MEN, SO HEEDLESSLY DO THEY GO ON IN SIN, THERE WOULD BE NO HOPE OF SALVATION; AND, INDEED, EVEN BODILY HEALTH, IF YOU GO TO THE ROOT OF THE MATTER, CAN HAVE COME TO MEN FROM NONE BUT GOD, WHO GIVES TO ALL THINGS THEIR BEING AND THEIR WELL-BEING. 
56. THIS DISCIPLINE, THEN, WHICH IS THE MEDICINE OF THE MIND, AS FAR AS WE CAN GATHER FROM THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, INCLUDES TWO THINGS, RESTRAINT AND INSTRUCTION. RESTRAINT IMPLIES FEAR, AND INSTRUCTION LOVE, IN THE PERSON BENEFITED BY THE DISCIPLINE; FOR IN THE GIVER OF THE BENEFIT THERE IS THE LOVE WITHOUT I THE FEAR. IN BOTH OF THESE GOD HIMSELF, BY I WHOSE GOODNESS AND MERCY IT IS THAT WE ARE ANYTHING, HAS GIVEN US IN THE TWO TESTAMENTS A RULE OF DISCIPLINE. FOR THOUGH BOTH ARE FOUND IN BOTH TESTAMENTS, STILL FEAR IS PROMINENT IN THE OLD, AND LOVE IN THE NEW; WHICH THE APOSTLE CALLS BONDAGE IN THE ONE, AND LIBERTY IN THE OTHER. OF THE MARVELOUS ORDER AND DIVINE HARMONY OF THESE TESTAMENTS IT WOULD TAKE LONG TO SPEAK, AND MANY PIOUS AND LEARNED MEN HAVE DISCOURSED ON IT. THE THEME DEMANDS MANY BOOKS TO SET IT FORTH AND EXPLAIN IT AS FAR AS IS POSSIBLE FOR MAN. HE, THEN, WHO LOVES HIS NEIGHBOR ENDEAVORS ALL HE CAN TO PROCURE HIS SAFETY IN BODY AND IN SOUL, MAKING THE HEALTH OF THE MIND THE STANDARD IN HIS TREATMENT OF THE BODY. AND AS REGARDS THE MIND, HIS ENDEAVORS ARE IN THIS ORDER, THAT HE SHOULD FIRST FEAR AND THEN LOVE GOD. THIS IS TRUE EXCELLENCE OF CONDUCT, AND THUS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH IS ACQUIRED WHICH WE ARE EVER IN THE PURSUIT OF. 
57. THE MANICHAEANS AGREE WITH ME AS REGARDS THE DUTY OF LOVING GOD AND OUR NEIGHBOR, BUT THEY DENY THAT THIS IS TAUGHT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. HOW GREATLY THEY ERR IN THIS IS, I THINK, CLEARLY SHOWN BY THE PASSAGES QUOTED ABOVE ON BOTH THESE DUTIES. BUT, IN A SINGLE WORD, AND ONE WHICH ONLY STARK MADNESS CAN OPPOSE, DO THEY NOT SEE THE UNREASONABLENESS OF DENYING THAT THESE VERY TWO PRECEPTS WHICH THEY COMMEND ARE QUOTED BY THE LORD IN THE GOSPEL FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT, "THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART, AND WITH ALL THY SOUL, AND WITH ALL THY MIND;" AND THE OTHER, "THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF?"(1) OR IF THEY DARE NOT DENY THIS, FROM THE LIGHT OF TRUTH BEING TOO STRONG FOR THEM, LET THEM DENY THAT THESE PRECEPTS ARE SALUTARY; LET THEM DENY, IF THEY CAN, THAT THEY TEACH THE BEST MORALITY; LET THEM ASSERT THAT IT IS NOT A DUTY TO LOVE GOD, OR TO LOVE OUR NEIGHBOR; THAT ALL THINGS DO NOT ISSUE IN GOOD TO THEM THAT LOVE GOD; THAT IT IS NOT TRUE THAT THE LOVE OF OUR NEIGHBOR WORKETH NO ILL (A TWO-FOLD REGULATION OF HUMAN LIFE WHICH IS MOST SALUTARY AND EXCELLENT). BY SUCH ASSERTIONS THEY CUT THEMSELVES OFF NOT ONLY FROM CHRISTIANS, BUT FROM MANKIND. BUT IF THEY DARE NOT SPEAK THUS, BUT MUST CONFESS THE DIVINITY OF THE PRECEPTS, WHY DO THEY NOT DESIST FROM ASSAILING AND MALIGNING WITH HORRIBLE PROFANITY THE BOOKS FROM WHICH THEY ARE QUOTED? 
58. WILL THEY SAY, AS THEY OFTEN DO, THAT ALTHOUGH WE FIND THESE PRECEPTS IN THE BOOKS, IT DOES NOT FOLLOW THAT ALL IS GOOD THAT IS FOUND THERE? HOW TO MEET AND REFUTE THIS QUIBBLE I DO NOT WELL SEE. SHALL I DISCUSS THE WORDS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT ONE BY ONE, TO PROVE TO STUBBORN AND IGNORANT MEN THEIR PERFECT AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW TESTAMENT? BUT WHEN WILL THIS BE DONE? WHEN SHALL I HAVE TIME, OR THEY PATIENCE? WHAT, THEN, IS TO BE DONE? SHALL I DESERT THE CAUSE, AND LEAVE THEM TO ESCAPE DETECTION IN AN OPINION WHICH, THOUGH FALSE AND IMPIOUS, IS HARD TO DISPROVE? I WILL NOT. GOD WILL HIMSELF BE AT HAND TO AID ME; NOR WILL HE SUFFER ME IN THOSE STRAITS TO REMAIN HELPLESS OR FORSAKEN. 
CHAP. 29. OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE [HOLY] SCRIPTURES
59. ATTEND, THEN, YE MANICHAEANS, IF PERCHANCE THERE ARE SOME OF YOU OF WHOM YOUR SUPERSTITION HAS HOLD SO AS TO ALLOW YOU YET TO ESCAPE. ATTEND, I SAY, WITHOUT OBSTINACY, WITHOUT THE DESIRE TO OPPOSE, OTHERWISE YOUR DECISION WILL BE FATAL TO YOURSELVES. NO ONE CAN DOUBT, AND YOU ARE NOT SO LOST TO THE TRUTH AS NOT TO UNDERSTAND THAT IF IT IS GOOD, AS ALL ALLOW, TO LOVE GOD AND OUR NEIGHBOR, WHATEVER HANGS ON THESE TWO PRECEPTS CANNOT RIGHTLY BE PRONOUNCED BAD. WHAT IT IS THAT HANGS ON THEM IT WOULD BE ABSURD TO THINK OF LEARNING FROM ME. HEAR CHRIST HIMSELF; HEAR CHRIST, I SAY; HEAR THE WISDOM OF GOD: "ON THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS," HE SAYS, "HANG ALL THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS." (2) 
60. WHAT CAN THE MOST SHAMELESS OBSTINACY SAY TO THIS? THAT THESE ARE NOT CHRIST'S WORDS? BUT THEY ARE WRITTEN IN THE GOSPEL AS HIS WORDS. THAT THE WRITING IS FALSE? IS NOT THIS MOST PROFANE BLASPHEMY? IS IT NOT MOST PRESUMPTUOUS TO SPEAK THUS? IS IT NOT MOST FOOLHARDY? IS IT NOT MOST CRIMINAL? THE WORSHIPPERS OF IDOLS, WHO HATE EVEN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST, NEVER DARED TO SPEAK THUS AGAINST THESE SCRIPTURES. FOR THE UTTER OVERTHROW OF ALL LITERATURE WILL FOLLOW, AND THERE WILL BE AN END TO ALL BOOKS HANDED DOWN FROM THE PAST, IF WHAT IS SUPPORTED BY SUCH A STRONG POPULAR BELIEF AND ESTABLISHED BY THE UNIFORM TESTIMONY OF SO MANY MEN AND SO MANY TIMES, IS BROUGHT INTO SUCH SUSPICION, THAT IT IS NOT ALLOWED TO HAVE THE CREDIT AND THE AUTHORITY OF COMMON HISTORY. IN FINE, WHAT CAN YOU QUOTE FROM ANY WRITINGS OF WHICH I MAY NOT SPEAK IN THIS WAY IF IT IS QUOTED AGAINST MY OPINION AND MY PURPOSE? (3) 
61. AND IS IT NOT INTOLERABLE THAT THEY FORBID US TO BELIEVE A BOOK WIDELY KNOWN AND PLACED NOW IN THE HANDS OF ALL, WHILE THEY INSIST ON OUR BELIEVING THE BOOK WHICH THEY QUOTE? IF ANY WRITING IS TO BE SUSPECTED, WHAT SHOULD BE MORE SO THAN ONE WHICH HAS NOT MERITED NOTORIETY, OR WHICH MAY BE THROUGHOUT A FORGERY, BEARING A FALSE NAME? IF YOU FORCE SUCH A WRITING ON ME AGAINST MY WILL, AND MAKE A DISPLAY OF AUTHORITY TO DRIVE ME INTO BELIEF, SHALL I, WHEN I HAVE A WRITING WHICH I SEE SPREAD FAR AND WIDE FOR A LENGTH OF TIME, AND SANCTIONED BY THE CONCORDANT TESTIMONY OF CHURCHES SCATTERED OVER ALL THE WORLD, DEGRADE MYSELF BY DOUBTING, AND, WORSE DEGRADATION, BY DOUBTING AT YOUR SUGGESTION? EVEN IF YOU BROUGHT FORWARD OTHER READINGS, I SHOULD NOT RECEIVE THEM UNLESS SUPPORTED BY GENERAL AGREEMENT; AND THIS BEING THE CASE, DO YOU THINK THAT NOW, WHEN YOU BRING FORWARD NOTHING TO COMPARE WITH THE TEXT EXCEPT YOUR OWN SILLY AND INCONSIDERATE STATEMENT, MANKIND ARE SO UNREASONABLE AND SO FORSAKEN BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE AS TO PREFER TO THOSE SCRIPTURES NOT OTHERS QUOTED BY YOU IN REFUTATION, BUT MERELY YOUR OWN WORDS? YOU OUGHT TO BRING FORWARD ANOTHER MANUSCRIPT WITH THE SAME CONTENTS, BUT INCORRUPT AND MORE CORRECT, WITH ONLY THE PASSAGE WANTING WHICH YOU CHARGE WITH BEING SPURIOUS. FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOU HOLD THAT THE EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS IS SPURIOUS, YOU MUST BRING FORWARD ANOTHER INCORRUPT, OR RATHER ANOTHER MANUSCRIPT WITH THE SAME EPISTLE OF THE SAME APOSTLE, FREE FROM ERROR AND CORRUPTION. YOU SAY YOU WILL NOT, LEST YOU BE SUSPECTED OF CORRUPTING IT. THIS IS YOUR USUAL REPLY, AND A TRUE ONE. WERE YOU TO DO THIS, WE SHOULD ASSUREDLY HAVE THIS VERY SUSPICION; AND ALL MEN OF ANY SENSE WOULD HAVE IT TOO, SEE THEN WHAT YOU ARE TO THINK OF YOUR OWN AUTHORITY; AND CONSIDER WHETHER IT IS RIGHT TO BELIEVE YOUR WORDS AGAINST THESE SCRIPTURES, WHEN THE SIMPLE FACT THAT A MANUSCRIPT IS BROUGHT FORWARD BY YOU MAKES IT DANGEROUS TO PUT FAITH IN IT. 
CHAP. 30. THE CHURCH APOSTROPHISED AS TEACHER OF ALL WISDOM. DOCTRINE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
62. BUT WHY SAY MORE ON THIS? FOR WHO BUT SEES THAT MEN WHO DARE TO SPEAK THUS AGAINST THE CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES, THOUGH THEY MAY NOT BE WHAT THEY ARE SUSPECTED OF BEING, ARE AT LEAST NO CHRISTIANS? FOR TO CHRISTIANS THIS RULE OF LIFE IS GIVEN, THAT WE SHOULD LOVE THE LORD OUR GOD WITH ALL THE HEART, WITH ALL THE SOUL, AND WITH ALL THE MIND, AND OUR NEIGHBOR AS OURSELVES; FOR ON THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS HANG ALL THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. RIGHTLY, THEN, CATHOLIC CHURCH, MOST TRUE MOTHER OF CHRISTIANS, DOST THOU NOT ONLY TEACH THAT GOD ALONE, TO FIND WHOM IS THE HAPPIEST LIFE, MUST BE WORSHIPPED IN PERFECT PURITY AND CHASTITY, BRINGING IN NO CREATURE AS AN OBJECT OF ADORATION WHOM WE SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO SERVE; AND FROM THAT INCORRUPT AND INVIOLABLE ETERNITY TO WHICH ALONE MAN SHOULD BE MADE SUBJECT, IN CLEAVING TO WHICH ALONE THE RATIONAL SOUL ESCAPES MISERY, EXCLUDING EVERYTHING MADE, EVERYTHING LIABLE TO CHANGE, EVERYTHING UNDER THE POWER OF TIME; WITHOUT CONFOUNDING WHAT ETERNITY, AND TRUTH, AND PEACE ITSELF KEEPS SEPARATE, OR SEPARATING WHAT A COMMON MAJESTY UNITES: BUT THOU DOST ALSO CONTAIN LOVE AND CHARITY TO OUR NEIGHBOR IN SUCH A WAY, THAT FOR ALL KINDS OF DISEASES WITH WHICH SOULS ARE FOR THEIR SINS AFFLICTED, THERE IS FOUND WITH THEE A MEDICINE OF PREVAILING EFFICACY. 
63. THY TRAINING AND TEACHING ARE CHILDLIKE FOR CHILDREN, FORCIBLE FOR YOUTHS, PEACEFUL FOR THE AGED, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE AGE OF THE MIND AS WELL AS OF THE BODY. THOU SUBJECT WOMEN TO THEIR HUSBANDS IN CHASTE AND FAITHFUL OBEDIENCE, NOT TO GRATIFY PASSION, BUT FOR THE PROPAGATION OF OFFSPRING, (1) AND FOR DOMESTIC SOCIETY. THOU GIVE TO MEN AUTHORITY OVER THEIR WIVES, NOT TO MOCK THE WEAKER SEX, BUT IN THE LAWS OF UNFEIGNED LOVE. THOU DOST SUBORDINATE CHILDREN TO THEIR PARENTS IN A KIND OF FREE BONDAGE, AND DOST SET PARENTS OVER THEIR CHILDREN IN A GODLY RULE. THOU BIND BROTHERS TO BROTHERS, IN A RELIGION TIE STRONGER AND CLOSER THAN THAT OF BLOOD. WITHOUT VIOLATION OF THE CONNECTIONS OF NATURE AND OF CHOICE, THOU BRING WITHIN THE BOND OF MUTUAL LOVE EVERY RELATIONSHIP OF KINDRED, AND EVERY ALLIANCE OF AFFINITY. THOU TEACH SERVANTS TO CLEAVE TO THEIR MASTERS FROM DELIGHT IN THEIR TASK RATHER THAN FROM THE NECESSITY OF THEIR POSITION. THOU RENDER MASTERS FORBEARING TO THEIR SERVANTS, FROM A REGARD TO GOD THEIR COMMON MASTER, AND MORE DISPOSED TO ADVISE THAN TO COMPEL. THOU UNITE CITIZEN TO CITIZEN, NATION TO NATION, YEA, MAN TO MAN, FROM THE RECOLLECTION OF THEIR FIRST PARENTS, NOT ONLY IN SOCIETY BUT IN FRATERNITY. THOU TEACH KINGS TO SEEK THE GOOD OF THEIR PEOPLES; THOU COUNSEL PEOPLES TO BE SUBJECT TO THEIR KINGS. THOU TEACH CAREFULLY TO WHOM HONOR IS DUE, TO WHOM REGARD, TO WHOM REVERENCE, TO WHOM FEAR, TO WHOM CONSOLATION, TO WHOM ADMONITION, TO WHOM ENCOURAGEMENT, TO WHOM DISCIPLINE, TO WHOM REBUKE, TO WHOM PUNISHMENT; SHOWING BOTH HOW ALL ARE NOT DUE TO ALL, AND HOW TO ALL LOVE IS DUE, AND HOW INJURY IS DUE TO NONE. (2) 
64. THEN, AFTER THIS HUMAN LOVE HAS NOURISHED AND INVIGORATED THE MIND CLEAVING TO THY BREAST, AND FITTED IT FOR FOLLOWING GOD, WHEN THE DIVINE MAJESTY HAS BEGUN TO DISCLOSE ITSELF AS FAR AS SUFFICES FOR MAN WHILE A DWELLER ON THE EARTH, SUCH FERVENT CHARITY IS PRODUCED, AND SUCH A FLAME OF DIVINE LOVE IS KINDLED, THAT BY THE BURNING OUT OF ALL VICES, AND BY THE PURIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION OF THE MAN, IT BECOMES PLAIN HOW DIVINE ARE THESE WORDS, "I AM A CONSUMING FIRE,"(3) AND, "I HAVE COME TO SEND FIRE ON THE EARTH."(4) THESE TWO UTTERANCES OF ONE GOD STAMPED ON BOTH TESTAMENTS, EXHIBIT WITH HARMONIOUS TESTIMONY, THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE SOUL, POINTING FORWARD TO THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THAT WHICH IS ALSO QUOTED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT FROM THE OLD: "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY. O DEATH, WHERE IS THY STING? WHERE. O DEATH, IS THY CONTEST?" (1) COULD THESE HERETICS UNDERSTAND THIS ONE SAYING, NO LONGER PROUD BUT QUITE RECONCILED, THEY WOULD WORSHIP GOD NOWHERE BUT WITH THEE AND IN THY BOSOM. IN THEE, AS IS FIT, DIVINE PRECEPTS ARE KEPT BY WIDELY-SCATTERED MULTITUDES. IN THEE, AS IS FIT, IT IS WELL UNDERSTOOD HOW MUCH MORE HEINOUS SIN IS WHEN THE LAW IS KNOWN THAN WHEN IT IS UNKNOWN. FOR "THE STING OF DEATH IS SIN, AND THE STRENGTH OF SIN IS THE LAW," (2) WHICH ADDS TO THE FORCE WITH WHICH THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF DISREGARD OF THE PRECEPT STRIKES AND SLAYS. IN THEE IT IS SEEN, AS IS FIT, HOW VAIN IS EFFORT UNDER THE LAW, WHEN LUST LAYS WASTE THE MIND, AND IS HELD IN CHECK BY FEAR OF PUNISHMENT, INSTEAD OF BEING OVERBORNE BY THE LOVE OF VIRTUE. THINE, AS IS FIT, ARE THE MANY HOSPITABLE, THE MANY FRIENDLY, THE MANY COMPASSIONATE, THE MANY LEARNED, THE MANY CHASTE, THE MANY SAINTS, THE MANY SO ARDENT IN THEIR LOVE TO GOD, THAT IN PERFECT CONTINENCE AND AMAZING INDIFFERENCE TO THIS WORLD THEY FIND HAPPINESS EVEN IN SOLITUDE. 
CHAP. 31. THE LIFE OF THE ANACHORETES AND COENOBITES SET AGAINST THE CONTINENCE OF THE MANICHAEANS
65. WHAT MUST WE THINK IS SEEN BY THOSE WHO CAN LIVE WITHOUT SEEING THEIR FELLOW-CREATURES, THOUGH NOT WITHOUT LOVING THEM? IT MUST BE SOMETHING TRANSCENDING HUMAN THINGS IN CONTEMPLATING WHICH MAN CAN LIVE WITHOUT SEEING HIS FELLOW-MAN. HEAR NOW, YE MANICHAEANS, THE CUSTOMS AND NOTABLE CONTINENCE OF PERFECT CHRISTIANS, WHO HAVE THOUGHT IT RIGHT NOT ONLY TO PRAISE BUT ALSO TO PRACTICE THE HEIGHT OF CHASTITY, THAT YOU MAY BE RESTRAINED, IF THERE IS ANY SHAME IN YOU, FROM VAUNTING YOUR ABSTINENCE BEFORE UNINSTRUCTED MINDS AS IF IT WERE THE HARDEST OF ALL THINGS. I WILL SPEAK OF THINGS OF WHICH YOU ARE NOT IGNORANT, THOUGH YOU HIDE THEM FROM US. FOR WHO DOES NOT KNOW THAT THERE IS A DAILY INCREASING MULTITUDE OF CHRISTIAN MEN OF ABSOLUTE CONTINENCE SPREAD ALL OVER THE WORLD, ESPECIALLY IN THE EAST AND IN EGYPT, AS YOU CANNOT HELP KNOWING? 
66. I WILL SAY NOTHING OF THOSE TO WHOM I JUST NOW ALLUDED, WHO, IN COMPLETE SECLUSION FROM THE VIEW OF MEN, INHABIT REGIONS UTTERLY BARREN, CONTENT WITH SIMPLE BREAD, WHICH IS BROUGHT TO THEM PERIODICALLY, AND WITH WATER, ENJOYING COMMUNION WITH GOD, TO WHOM IN PURITY OF MIND THEY CLEAVE, AND MOST BLESSED IN CONTEMPLATING HIS BEAUTY, WHICH CAN BE SEEN ONLY BY THE UNDERSTANDING OF SAINTS. I WILL SAY NOTHING OF THEM, BECAUSE SOME PEOPLE THINK THEM TO HAVE ABANDONED HUMAN THINGS MORE THAN THEY OUGHT, NOT CONSIDERING HOW MUCH THOSE MAY BENEFIT US IN THEIR MINDS BY PRAYER, AND IN THEIR LIVES BY EXAMPLE, WHOSE BODIES WE ARE NOT PERMITTED TO SEE. BUT TO DISCUSS THIS POINT WOULD TAKE LONG, AND WOULD BE FRUITLESS; FOR IF A MAN DOES NOT OF HIS OWN ACCORD REGARD THIS HIGH PITCH OF SANCTITY AS ADMIRABLE AND HONORABLE, HOW CAN OUR SPEAKING LEAD HIM TO DO SO? ONLY THE MANICHAEANS, WHO MAKE A BOAST OF NOTHING, SHOULD BE REMINDED THAT THE ABSTINENCE AND CONTINENCE OF THE GREAT SAINTS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH HAS GONE SO FAR, THAT SOME THINK IT SHOULD BE CHECKED AND RECALLED WITHIN THE LIMITS OF HUMANITY SO FAR ABOVE MEN, EVEN IN THE JUDGMENT OF THOSE WHO DISAPPROVE, HAVE THEIR MINDS SOARED. 
67. BUT IF THIS IS BEYOND OUR TOLERANCE, WHO CAN BUT ADMIRE AND COMMEND THOSE WHO, SLIGHTING AND DISCARDING THE PLEASURES OF THIS WORLD, LIVING TOGETHER IN A MOST CHASTE AND HOLY SOCIETY, UNITE IN PASSING THEIR TIME IN PRAYERS, IN READINGS, IN DISCUSSIONS, WITHOUT ANY SWELLING OF PRIDE, OR NOISE OF CONTENTION, OR SULLENNESS OF ENVY; BUT QUIET, MODEST, PEACEFUL, THEIR LIFE IS ONE OF PERFECT HARMONY AND DEVOTION TO GOD, AN OFFERING MOST ACCEPTABLE TO HIM FROM WHOM THE POWER TO DO THOSE THINGS IS OBTAINED? NO ONE POSSESSES ANYTHING OF HIS OWN; NO ONE IS A BURDEN TO ANOTHER. THEY WORK WITH THEIR HANDS IN SUCH OCCUPATIONS AS MAY FEED THEIR BODIES WITHOUT DISTRACTING THEIR MINDS FROM GOD. THE PRODUCT OF THEIR TOIL THEY GIVE TO THE DECANS OR TITHES-MEN, SO CALLED FROM BEING SET OVER THE TITHES, SO THAT NO ONE IS OCCUPIED WITH THE CARE OF HIS BODY, EITHER IN FOOD OR CLOTHES, OR IN ANYTHING ELSE REQUIRED FOR DAILY USE OR FOR THE COMMON AILMENTS. THESE DECANS, AGAIN, ARRANGING EVERYTHING WITH GREAT CARE, AND MEETING PROMPTLY THE DEMANDS MADE BY THAT LIFE ON ACCOUNT OF BODILY INFIRMITIES, HAVE ONE CALLED "FATHER," TO WHOM THEY GIVE IN THEIR ACCOUNTS. THESE FATHERS ARE NOT ONLY MORE-SAINTLY IN THEIR CONDUCT, BUT ALSO DISTINGUISHED FOR DIVINE LEARNING, AND OF HIGH CHARACTER IN EVERY WAY; AND WITHOUT PRIDE THEY SUPERINTEND THOSE WHOM THEY CALL THEIR CHILDREN, HAVING THEMSELVES GREAT AUTHORITY IN GIVING ORDERS, AND MEETING WITH WILLING OBEDIENCE FROM THOSE UNDER THEIR CHARGE. AT THE CLOSE OF THE DAY THEY ASSEMBLE FROM THEIR SEPARATE DWELLINGS BEFORE THEIR MEAL TO HEAR THEIR FATHER, ASSEMBLING TO THE NUMBER OF THREE THOUSAND AT LEAST FOR ONE FATHER; FOR ONE MAY HAVE EVEN A MUCH LARGER NUMBER THAN THIS. THEY LISTEN WITH ASTONISHING EAGERNESS IN PERFECT SILENCE, AND GIVE EXPRESSION TO THE FEELINGS OF THEIR MINDS AS MOVED BY THE WORDS OF THE PREACHER, IN GROANS, OR TEARS, OR SIGNS OF JOY WITHOUT NOISE OR SHOUTING. THEN THERE IS REFRESHMENT FOR THE BODY, AS MUCH AS HEALTH AND A SOUND CONDITION OF THE BODY REQUIRES, EVERY ONE CHECKING UNLAWFUL APPETITE, SO AS NOT TO GO TO EXCESS EVEN IN THE POOR, INEXPENSIVE FARE PROVIDED. SO THEY NOT ONLY ABSTAIN FROM FLESH AND WINE, IN ORDER TO GAIN THE MASTERY OVER THEIR PASSIONS, BUT ALSO FROM THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ONLY THE MORE LIKELY TO WHET THE APPETITE OF THE PALATE AND OF THE STOMACH, FROM WHAT SOME CALL THEIR GREATER CLEANNESS, WHICH OFTEN SERVES AS A RIDICULOUS AND DISGRACEFUL EXCUSE FOR AN UNSEEMLY TASTE FOR EXQUISITE VIANDS, AS DISTANT FROM ANIMAL FOOD. WHATEVER THEY POSSESS IN ADDITION TO WHAT IS REQUIRED FOR THEIR SUPPORT (AND MUCH IS OBTAINED, OWING TO THEIR INDUSTRY AND FRUGALITY), THEY DISTRIBUTE TO THE NEEDY WITH GREATER CARE THAN THEY TOOK IN PROCURING IT FOR THEMSELVES. FOR WHILE THEY MAKE NO EFFORT TO OBTAIN ABUNDANCE, THEY MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO PREVENT THEIR ABUNDANCE REMAINING WITH THEM, SO MUCH SO, THAT THEY SEND SHIPLOADS TO PLACES INHABITED BY POOR PEOPLE. I NEED SAY NO MORE ON A MATTER KNOWN TO ALL. (1) 
68. SUCH, TOO, IS THE LIFE OF THE WOMEN, WHO SERVE GOD ASSIDUOUSLY AND CHASTELY, LIVING APART AND REMOVED AS FAR AS PROPRIETY DEMANDS FROM THE MEN, TO WHOM THEY ARE UNITED ONLY IN PIOUS AFFECTION AND IN IMITATION OF VIRTUE. NO YOUNG MEN ARE ALLOWED ACCESS TO THEM, NOR EVEN OLD MEN, HOWEVER RESPECTABLE AND APPROVED, EXCEPT TO THE PORCH, IN ORDER TO FURNISH NECESSARY SUPPLIES. FOR THE WOMEN OCCUPY AND MAINTAIN THEMSELVES BY WORKING IN WOOL, AND HAND OVER THE CLOTH TO THE BRETHREN, FROM WHOM, IN RETURN, THEY GET WHAT THEY NEED FOR FOOD. SUCH CUSTOMS, SUCH A LIFE, SUCH ARRANGEMENTS, SUCH A SYSTEM, I COULD NOT COMMEND AS IT DESERVES, IF I WISHED TO COMMEND IT; BESIDES, I AM AFRAID THAT IT WOULD SEEM AS IF I THOUGHT IT UNLIKELY TO GAIN ACCEPTANCE FROM THE MERE DESCRIPTION OF IT, IF I CONSIDERED MYSELF OBLIGED TO ADD AN ORNAMENTAL EULOGIUM TO THE SIMPLE NARRATIVE. YE MANICHAEANS, FIND FAULT HERE IF YOU CAN. DO NOT BRING INTO PROMINENCE OUR TARES BEFORE MEN TOO BLIND TO DISCRIMINATE. 
CHAP. 32. PRAISE OF THE CLERGY
69. THERE IS NOT, HOWEVER, SUCH NARROWNESS IN THE MORAL EXCELLENCE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AS THAT I SHOULD LIMIT MY PRAISE OF IT TO THE LIFE OF THOSE HERE MENTIONED. FOR HOW MANY BISHOPS HAVE I KNOWN MOST EXCELLENT AND HOLY MEN, HOW MANY, PRESBYTERS, HOW MANY DEACONS, AND MINISTERS OF ALL KINDS OF THE DIVINE SACRAMENTS, WHOSE VIRTUE SEEMS TO ME MORE ADMIRABLE AND MORE-WORTHY OF COMMENDATION ON ACCOUNT OF THE GREATER DIFFICULTY OF PRESERVING IT AMIDST THE MANIFOLD VARIETIES OF MEN, AND IN THIS LIFE OF TURMOIL! FOR THEY PRESIDE OVER MEN NEEDING CURE AS MUCH AS OVER THOSE ALREADY CURED. THE VICES OF THE CROWD MUST BE BORNE WITH IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY BE CURED, AND THE PLAGUE MUST BE ENDURED BEFORE IT IS SUBDUED. TO KEEP HERE THE BEST WAY OF LIFE AND A MIND CALM AND PEACEFUL IS VERY HARD. HERE, IN A WORD, WE ARE AMONG PEOPLE WHO ARE LEARNING TO LIVE. THERE THEY LIVE. 
CHAP. 33. ANOTHER KIND OF MEN LIVING TOGETHER IN CITIES. FASTS OF THREE DAYS
70. STILL I WOULD NOT ON THIS ACCOUNT CAST A SLIGHT UPON A PRAISEWORTHY CLASS OF CHRISTIANS, THOSE, NAMELY, WHO LIVE TOGETHER IN CITIES, QUITE APART FROM COMMON LIFE. I SAW AT MILAN A LODGING-HOUSE OF SAINTS, IN NUMBER NOT A FEW, PRESIDED OVER BY ONE PRESBYTER, A MAN OF GREAT EXCELLENCE AND LEARNING. AT ROME I KNEW SEVERAL PLACES WHERE THERE WAS IN EACH ONE EMINENT FOR WEIGHT OF CHARACTER, AND PRUDENCE, AND DIVINE KNOWLEDGE, PRESIDING OVER ALL THE REST WHO LIVED WITH HIM, IN CHRISTIAN CHARITY, AND SANCTITY, AND LIBERTY. THESE, TOO, ARE NOT BURDENSOME TO ANY ONE; BUT, IN THE EASTERN FASHION, AND ON THE AUTHORITY OF THE APOSTLE PAUL, THEY MAINTAIN THEMSELVES WITH THEIR OWN HANDS. I WAS TOLD THAT MANY PRACTICED FASTS OF QUITE AMAZING SEVERITY, NOT MERELY TAKING ONLY ONE MEAL DAILY TOWARDS NIGHT, WHICH IS EVERYWHERE QUITE COMMON, BUT VERY OFTEN CONTINUING FOR THREE DAYS OR MORE IN SUCCESSION WITHOUT FOOD OR DRINK. AND THIS AMONG NOT MEN ONLY, BUT WOMEN, WHO ALSO LIVE TOGETHER IN GREAT NUMBERS AS WIDOWS OR VIRGINS, GAINING A LIVELIHOOD BY SPINNING AND WEAVING, AND PRESIDED OVER IN EACH CASE BY A WOMAN OF THE GREATEST JUDGMENT AND EXPERIENCE, SKILLED AND ACCOMPLISHED NOT ONLY IN DIRECTING AND FORMING MORAL CONDUCT, BUT ALSO IN INSTRUCTING THE UNDERSTANDING. (2) 
71. WITH ALL THIS, NO ONE IS PRESSED TO ENDURE HARDSHIPS FOR WHICH HE IS UNFIT; NOTHING IS IMPOSED ON ANY ONE AGAINST HIS WILL; NOR IS HE CONDEMNED BY THE REST BECAUSE HE CONFESSES HIMSELF TOO FEEBLE TO IMITATE THEM: FOR THEY BEAR IN MIND HOW STRONGLY SCRIPTURE ENJOINS CHARITY ON ALL: THEY BEAR IN MIND "TO THE PURE ALL THINGS ARE PURE," (1) AND "NOT THAT WHICH ENTERS INTO YOUR MOUTH [SEXUALLY] DEFILES YOU, BUT THAT WHICH COMETH OUT OF IT." (2) ACCORDINGLY, ALL THEIR ENDEAVORS ARE CONCERNED NOT ABOUT THE REJECTION OF KINDS OF FOOD AS POLLUTED, BUT ABOUT THE SUBJUGATION OF INORDINATE DESIRE AND THE MAINTENANCE OF BROTHERLY LOVE. THEY REMEMBER, "MEATS FOR THE BELLY, AND THE BELLY FOR MEATS; BUT GOD SHALL DESTROY BOTH IT AND THEM;" (3) AND AGAIN, "NEITHER IF WE EAT SHALL WE ABOUND, NOR IF WE REFRAIN FROM EATING SHALL WE BE IN WANT;" (4) AND, ABOVE ALL, THIS: "IT IS GOOD, MY BRETHREN, NOT TO EAT FLESH, NOR DRINK WINE, NOR ANYTHING WHEREBY THY BROTHER IS OFFENDED;" FOR THIS PASSAGE SHOWS THAT LOVE IS THE END TO BE AIMED AT IN ALL THESE THINGS. "FOR ONE MAN," HE SAYS, "BELIEVES THAT HE CAN EAT ALL THINGS: ANOTHER, WHO IS WEAK, EATS HERBS. HE THAT EATS, LET HIM NOT DESPISE HIM THAT EATS NOT; AND LET NOT HIM THAT EATS NOT JUDGE HIM THAT EATS: FOR GOD HATH APPROVED HIM. WHO ART THOU THAT THOU SHOULDEST JUDGE ANOTHER MAN'S SERVANT? TO HIS OWN MASTER HE STANDS OR FAILS; BUT HE SHALL STAND: FOR GOD IS ABLE TO MAKE HIM TO STAND." AND A LITTLE AFTER: "HE THAT EATS, TO THE LORD HE EATS, AND GIVETH GOD THANKS; AND HE THAT EATS NOT, TO THE LORD HE EATS NOT, AND GIVETH GOD THANKS." AND ALSO, IN WHAT FOLLOWS: "SO EVERY ONE OF US SHALL GIVE ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF TO GOD. LET US NOT, THEN, ANY MORE JUDGE ONE ANOTHER: BUT JUDGE THIS RATHER, THAT YE PLACE NO STUMBLING-BLOCK, OR CAUSE OF OFFENCE, IN THE WAY OF A BROTHER. I KNOW, AND AM CONFIDENT IN THE LORD JESUS, THAT THERE IS NOTHING COMMON IN ITSELF: BUT TO HIM THAT THINKETH ANYTHING TO BE COMMON, TO HIM IT IS COMMON." COULD HE HAVE SHOWN BETTER THAT IT IS NOT IN THE THINGS WE EAT, BUT IN THE MIND, THAT THERE IS A POWER ABLE TO POLLUTE IT, AND THEREFORE THAT EVEN THOSE WHO ARE FIT TO THINK LIGHTLY OF THESE THINGS, AND KNOW PERFECTLY THAT THEY ARE NOT POLLUTED IF THEY TAKE ANY FOOD IN MENTAL SUPERIORITY, WITHOUT BEING GLUTTONS, SHOULD STILL HAVE REGARD TO CHARITY? SEE WHAT HE ADDS: "FOR IF THY BROTHER BE GRIEVED WITH THY MEAT, NOW WALK THOU NOT CHARITABLY." (5) 
72. READ THE REST: IT IS TOO LONG TO QUOTE ALL. YOU WILL FIND THAT THOSE ABLE TO THINK LIGHTLY OF SUCH THINGS, THAT IS, THOSE OF GREATER STRENGTH AND STABILITY, ARE TOLD THAT THEY MUST NEVERTHELESS ABSTAIN, LEST THOSE SHOULD BE OFFENDED WHO FROM THEIR WEAKNESS ARE STILL IN NEED OF SUCH ABSTINENCE. THE PEOPLE I WAS DESCRIBING KNOW AND OBSERVE THESE THINGS; FOR THEY ARE CHRISTIANS, NOT HERETICS. THEY UNDERSTAND SCRIPTURE ACCORDING TO THE APOSTOLIC TEACHING, NOT ACCORDING TO THE PRESUMPTUOUS AND FICTITIOUS NAME OF APOSTLE. (6) HIM THAT EATS NOT NO ONE DESPISES; HIM THAT EATS NO ONE JUDGES; HE WHO IS WEAK EATS HERBS. MANY WHO ARE STRONG, HOWEVER, DO THIS FOR THE SAKE OF THE WEAK; WITH MANY THE REASON FOR SO DOING IS NOT THIS, BUT THAT THEY MAY HAVE A CHEAPER DIET, AND MAY LEAD A LIFE OF THE GREATEST TRANQUILITY, WITH THE LEAST EXPENSIVE PROVISION FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE BODY. "FOR ALL THINGS ARE LAWFUL FOR ME," HE SAYS; "BUT I WILL NOT BE BROUGHT UNDER THE POWER OF ANY." (7) THUS, MANY DO NOT EAT FLESH, AND YET DO NOT SUPERSTITIOUSLY REGARD IT AS UNCLEAN. AND SO, THE SAME PEOPLE WHO ABSTAIN WHEN IN HEALTH TAKE IT WHEN UNWELL WITHOUT ANY FEAR, IF IT IS REQUIRED AS A CURE. MANY, DRINK NO WINE; BUT THEY DO NOT THINK THAT WINE [SEXUALLY] DEFILES THEM; FOR THEY CAUSE IT TO BE GIVEN WITH THE GREATEST PROPRIETY AND MODERATION TO PEOPLE OF LANGUID TEMPERAMENT, AND, IN SHORT, TO ALL WHO CANNOT HAVE BODILY HEALTH WITHOUT IT. WHEN SOME FOOLISHLY REFUSE IT, THEY COUNSEL THEM AS BROTHERS NOT TO LET A SILLY SUPERSTITION MAKE THEM WEAKER INSTEAD OF MAKING THEM HOLIER. THEY READ TO THEM THE APOSTLE'S PRECEPT TO HIS DISCIPLE TO "TAKE A LITTLE WINE FOR HIS MANY INFIRMITIES." (8) THEN THEY DILIGENTLY EXERCISE PIETY; BODILY EXERCISE, THEY KNOW, PROFITS FOR A SHORT TIME, AS THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS. (9) 
73. THOSE, THEN WHO ARE ABLE, AND THEY ARE WITHOUT NUMBER, ABSTAIN BOTH FROM FLESH AND FROM WINE FOR TWO REASONS: EITHER FOR THE WEAKNESS OF THEIR BRETHREN, OR FOR THEIR OWN LIBERTY. CHARITY IS PRINCIPALLY ATTENDED TO. THERE IS CHARITY IN THEIR CHOICE OF DIET, CHARITY IN THEIR SPEECH, CHARITY IN THEIR DRESS, CHARITY IN THEIR LOOKS. CHARITY IS THE POINT WHERE THEY MEET, AND THE PLAN BY WHICH THEY ACT. TO TRANSGRESS AGAINST CHARITY IS THOUGHT CRIMINAL, LIKE TRANSGRESSING AGAINST GOD. WHATEVER OPPOSES THIS IS ATTACKED AND EXPELLED; WHATEVER INJURES IT IS NOT ALLOWED TO CONTINUE FOR A SINGLE DAY. THEY KNOW THAT IT HAS BEEN SO ENJOINED BY CHRIST AND THE APOSTLES; THAT WITHOUT IT ALL THINGS ARE EMPTY, WITH IT ALL ARE FULFILLED. 
CHAP. 34. THE CHURCH IS NOT TO BE BLAMED FOR THE CONDUCT OF BAD CHRISTIANS, WORSHIPPERS OF TOMBS AND [PORN] PICTURES
74. MAKE OBJECTIONS AGAINST THESE, YE MANICHAEANS, IF YOU CAN. LOOK AT THESE PEOPLE, AND SPEAK OF THEM REPROACHFULLY, IF YOU DARE, WITHOUT FALSEHOOD. COMPARE THEIR FASTS WITH YOUR FASTS, THEIR CHASTITY WITH YOURS; COMPARE THEM TO YOURSELVES IN DRESS, FOOD, SELF-RESTRAINT, AND, LASTLY, IN CHARITY. COMPARE, WHICH IS MOST TO THE POINT, THEIR PRECEPTS WITH YOURS. THEN YOU WILL SEE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SHOW AND SINCERITY, BETWEEN THE RIGHT WAY AND THE WRONG, BETWEEN FAITH AND IMPOSTURE, BETWEEN STRENGTH AND INFLATEDNESS, BETWEEN HAPPINESS AND WRETCHEDNESS, BETWEEN UNITY AND DISUNION; IN SHORT, BETWEEN THE SIRENS OF SUPERSTITION AND THE HARBOR OF RELIGION. 
75. DO NOT SUMMON AGAINST ME PROFESSORS OF THE CHRISTIAN NAME, WHO NEITHER KNOW NOR GIVE EVIDENCE OF THE POWER OF THEIR PROFESSION. (1) DO NOT HUNT UP THE NUMBERS OF IGNORANT PEOPLE, WHO EVEN IN THE TRUE RELIGION ARE SUPERSTITIOUS, OR ARE SO GIVEN UP TO EVIL PASSIONS AS TO FORGET WHAT THEY HAVE PROMISED TO GOD. I KNOW THAT THERE ARE MANY WORSHIPPERS OF TOMBS AND PICTURES. I KNOW THAT THERE ARE MANY WHO DRINK TO GREAT EXCESS OVER THE DEAD, AND WHO, IN THE FEASTS WHICH THEY MAKE FOR CORPSES, BURY THEMSELVES OVER THE BURIED, AND GIVE TO THEIR GLUTTONY AND DRUNKENNESS THE NAME OF RELIGION. I KNOW THAT THERE ARE MANY WHO IN WORDS HAVE RENOUNCED THIS WORLD, AND YET DESIRE TO BE BURDENED WITH ALL THE WEIGHT OF WORLDLY THINGS, AND REJOICE IN SUCH BURDENS. NOR IS IT SURPRISING THAT AMONG SO MANY MULTITUDES YOU SHOULD FIND SOME BY CONDEMNING WHOSE LIFE YOU MAY DECEIVE THE UNWARY AND SEDUCE THEM FROM CATHOLIC SAFETY; FOR IN YOUR SMALL NUMBERS YOU ARE AT A LOSS WHEN CALLED ON TO SHOW EVEN ONE OUT OF THOSE WHOM YOU CALL THE ELECT WHO KEEPS THE PRECEPTS, WHICH IN YOUR INDEFENSIBLE SUPERSTITION YOU PROFESS. HOW SILLY THOSE ARE, HOW IMPIOUS, HOW MISCHIEVOUS, AND TO WHAT EXTENT THEY ARE NEGLECTED BY MOST, NEARLY ALL OF YOU, I HAVE SHOWN IN ANOTHER VOLUME. 
76. MY ADVICE TO YOU NOW IS THIS: THAT YOU SHOULD AT LEAST DESIST FROM SLANDERING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, BY DECLAIMING AGAINST THE CONDUCT OF MEN WHOM THE CHURCH HERSELF CONDEMNS [DAMNS], SEEKING DAILY TO CORRECT THEM AS WICKED CHILDREN. THEN, IF ANY OF THEM BY GOOD WILL AND BY THE HELP OF GOD ARE CORRECTED, THEY REGAIN BY REPENTANCE WHAT THEY HAD LOST BY SIN. THOSE, AGAIN, WHO WITH WICKED WILL PERSIST IN THEIR OLD VICES, OR EVEN ADD TO THEM OTHERS STILL WORSE, ARE INDEED ALLOWED TO REMAIN IN THE FIELD OF THE LORD, AND TO GROW ALONG WITH THE GOOD SEED; BUT THE TIME FOR SEPARATING THE TARES WILL COME. (2) OR IF, FROM THEIR HAVING AT LEAST THE CHRISTIAN NAME, THEY ARE TO BE PLACED AMONG THE CHAFF RATHER THAN AMONG THISTLES, THERE WILL ALSO COME ONE TO PURGE THE FLOOR AND TO SEPARATE THE CHAFF FROM THE WHEAT, AND TO ASSIGN TO EACH PART (ACCORDING TO ITS DESERT) THE DUE REWARD. (3) 
CHAP. 35. MARRIAGE AND PROPERTY ALLOWED TO THE BAPTIZED BY THE APOSTLES
77. MEANWHILE, WHY DO YOU RAGE? WHY DOES PARTY SPIRIT BLIND YOUR EYES? WHY DO YOU ENTANGLE YOURSELVES IN A LONG DEFENSE OF SUCH GREAT ERROR? SEEK FOR FRUIT IN THE FIELD, SEEK FOR WHEAT IN THE FLOOR: THEY WILL HE FOUND EASILY, AND WILL PRESENT THEMSELVES TO THE INQUIRER. WHY DO YOU LOOK SO EXCLUSIVELY AT THE DROSS? WHY DO YOU USE THE ROUGHNESS OF THE HEDGE TO SCARE AWAY THE INEXPERIENCED FROM THE FATNESS OF THE GARDEN? THERE IS A PROPER ENTRANCE, THOUGH KNOWN TO BUT A FEW; AND BY IT MEN COME IN, THOUGH YOU DISBELIEVE IT, OR DO NOT WISH TO FIND IT. IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH THERE ARE BELIEVERS WITHOUT NUMBER WHO DO NOT USE THE WORLD, AND THERE ARE THOSE WHO "USE IT," IN THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE, "AS NOT USING IT," (4) AS WAS PROVED IN THOSE TIMES WHEN CHRISTIANS WERE FORCED TO WORSHIP IDOLS. FOR THEN, HOW MANY WEALTHY MEN, HOW MANY PEASANT HOUSEHOLDERS, HOW MANY MERCHANTS, HOW MANY MILITARY MEN, HOW MANY LEADING MEN IN THEIR OWN CITIES, AND HOW MANY SENATORS, PEOPLE OF BOTH SEXES, GIVING UP ALL THESE EMPTY AND TRANSITORY THINGS, THOUGH WHILE THEY USED THEM THEY WERE NOT BOUND DOWN BY THEM, ENDURED DEATH FOR THE SALUTARY FAITH AND RELIGION, AND PROVED TO UNBELIEVERS THAT INSTEAD OF BEING POSSESSED BY ALL THESE THINGS THEY REALLY POSSESSED THEM? 
78. WHY DO YOU REPROACH US BY SAYING THAT MEN RENEWED IN BAPTISM OUGHT NO LONGER TO BEGET CHILDREN, OR TO POSSESS FIELDS, AND HOUSES, AND MONEY? PAUL ALLOWS IT. FOR, AS CANNOT BE DENIED, HE WROTE TO BELIEVERS, AFTER RECOUNTING MANY KINDS OF EVIL-DOERS WHO SHALL NOT POSSESS THE KINGDOM OF GOD: "AND SUCH WERE YOU," HE SAYS: "BUT YE ARE WASHED, BUT YE ARE SANCTIFIED, BUT YE ARE JUSTIFIED IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AND BY THE SPIRIT OF OUR GOD." BY THE WASHED AND SANCTIFIED, NO ONE, ASSUREDLY, WILL VENTURE TO THINK ANY ARE MEANT BUT BELIEVERS, AND THOSE WHO HAVE RENOUNCED THIS WORLD. BUT, AFTER SHOWING TO WHOM HE WRITES, LET US SEE WHETHER HE ALLOWS THESE THINGS TO THEM. HE GOES ON: "ALL THINGS ARE LAWFUL FOR ME, BUT ALL THINGS ARE NOT EXPEDIENT: ALL THINGS ARE LAWFUL FOR ME, BUT I WILL NOT BE BROUGHT UNDER THE POWER OF ANY. MEAT FOR THE BELLY, AND THE BELLY FOR MEATS: BUT GOD WILL DESTROY BOTH IT AND THEM. NOW THE BODY IS NOT FOR FORNICATION, BUT FOR THE LORD, AND THE LORD FOR THE BODY. BUT GOD RAISED UP THE LORD, AND WILL RAISE US UP ALSO BY HIS OWN POWER. KNOW YE NOT THAT YOUR BODIES ARE THE MEMBERS OF CHRIST? SHALL I THEN TAKE THE MEMBERS OF CHRIST, AND MAKE THEM THE MEMBERS OF A HARLOT? GOD, FORBID! KNOW YE NOT THAT HE WHICH IS JOINED TO A HARLOT IS MADE ONE BODY? FOR THE TWAIN, SAITH HE, SHALL BE ONE FLESH. BUT HE THAT IS JOINED TO THE LORD IS ONE SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]. FLEE FORNICATION [MARITAL FORNICATION IN TOBIT 4:12-13]. WHATEVER SIN A MAN DOETH IS WITHOUT THE BODY: BUT HE THAT COMMITS FORNICATION SINS AGAINST HIS OWN BODY. KNOW YE NOT THAT YOUR MEMBERS ARE THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WHICH IS IN YOU, WHICH YE HAVE OF GOD, AND YE ARE NOT YOUR OWN? FOR YE ARE BOUGHT WITH A GREAT PRICE: GLORIFY GOD, AND CARRY HIM IN YOUR BODY. (1) "BUT OF THE THINGS CONCERNING WHICH YE WROTE TO ME: IT IS GOOD FOR A MAN NOT TO TOUCH A WOMAN. NEVERTHELESS, TO AVOID FORNICATION, LET EVERY MAN HAVE HIS OWN WIFE, AND LET EVERY WOMAN HAVE HER OWN HUSBAND. LET THE HUSBAND RENDER UNTO THE WIFE DUE BENEVOLENCE: AND LIKEWISE, ALSO THE WIFE UNTO THE HUSBAND. THE WIFE HATH NOT POWER OF HER OWN BODY, BUT THE HUSBAND: AND LIKEWISE, ALSO THE HUSBAND HATH NOT POWER OF HIS OWN BODY, BUT THE WIFE. DEFRAUD YE NOT ONE THE OTHER, EXCEPT IT BE WITH CONSENT FOR A TIME, THAT YE MAY HAVE LEISURE FOR PRAYER; AND COME TOGETHER AGAIN, THAT SATAN TEMPT YOU NOT FOR YOUR INCONTINENCY. BUT I SPEAK THIS BY PERMISSION, AND NOT OF COMMANDMENT. FOR I WOULD THAT ALL MEN WERE EVEN AS I MYSELF: BUT EVERY MAN HATH HIS PROPER GIFT OF GOD, ONE AFTER THIS MANNER, AND ANOTHER AFTER THAT." (2) 
79. HAS THE APOSTLE, THINK YOU, BOTH SHOWN SUFFICIENTLY TO THE STRONG WHAT IS HIGHEST, AND PERMITTED TO THE WEAKER WHAT IS NEXT BEST? NOT TO TOUCH A WOMAN HE SHOWS IS HIGHEST WHEN HE SAYS, "I WOULD THAT ALL MEN WERE EVEN AS I MYSELF." BUT NEXT TO THIS HIGHEST IS CONJUGAL CHASTITY, THAT MAN MAY NOT BE THE PREY OF FORNICATION. DID HE SAY THAT THESE PEOPLE WERE NOT YET BELIEVERS BECAUSE THEY WERE MARRIED? INDEED, BY THIS CONJUGAL CHASTITY HE SAYS THAT THOSE WHO ARE UNITED ARE SANCTIFIED BY ONE ANOTHER, IF ONE OF THEM IS AN UNBELIEVER, AND THAT THEIR CHILDREN ALSO ARE SANCTIFIED. "THE UNBELIEVING HUSBAND," HE SAYS, "IS SANCTIFIED BY THE BELIEVING WIFE, AND THE UNBELIEVING WOMAN BY THE BELIEVING HUSBAND: OTHERWISE YOUR CHILDREN WOULD BE UNCLEAN; BUT NOW ARE THEY HOLY." (3) WHY DO YOU PERSIST IN OPPOSITION TO SUCH PLAIN TRUTH? WHY DO YOU TRY TO DARKEN THE LIGHT OF SCRIPTURE BY VAIN SHADOWS? 
80. DO NOT SAY THAT CATECHUMENS ARE ALLOWED TO HAVE WIVES, BUT NOT BELIEVERS; THAT CATECHUMENS MAY HAVE MONEY, BUT NOT BELIEVERS. FOR THERE ARE MANY WHO USE AS NOT USING. AND IN THAT SACRED WASHING THE RENEWAL OF THE NEW MAN IS BEGUN SO AS GRADUALLY TO REACH PERFECTION, IN SOME MORE QUICKLY IN OTHERS MORE SLOWLY. THE PROGRESS, HOWEVER, TO A NEW LIFE IS MADE IN THE CASE OF MANY, IF WE VIEW THE MATTER WITHOUT HOSTILITY, BUT ATTENTIVELY. AS THE APOSTLE SAYS OF HIMSELF, "THOUGH THE OUTWARD MAN, PERISH, THE INWARD MAN IS RENEWED DAY BY DAY.'' (4) THE APOSTLE SAYS THAT THE INWARD MAN IS RENEWED DAY BY DAY THAT IT MAY REACH PERFECTION; AND YOU WISH IT TO BEGIN WITH PERFECTION! AND IT, WERE WELL IF YOU DID WISH IT. IN REALITY, YOU AIM NOT AT RAISING THE WEAK, BUT AT MISLEADING THE UNWARY. YOU OUGHT NOT TO HAVE SPOKEN SO ARROGANTLY, EVEN IF IT WERE KNOWN THAT YOU ARE PERFECT IN YOUR CHILDISH PRECEPTS. BUT WHEN YOUR CONSCIENCE KNOWS THAT THOSE WHOM YOU BRING INTO YOUR SECT, WHEN THEY COME TO A MORE INTIMATE ACQUAINTANCE WITH YOU, WILL FIND MANY THINGS IN YOU WHICH NOBODY HEARING YOU ACCUSE OTHERS WOULD SUSPECT, IS IT NOT GREAT IMPERTINENCE TO DEMAND PERFECTION IN THE WEAKER CATHOLICS, TO TURN AWAY THE INEXPERIENCED FROM THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, WHILE YOU SHOW NOTHING OF THE KIND IN YOURSELF TO THOSE THUS TURNED AWAY? BUT NOT TO SEEM TO INVEIGH AGAINST YOU WITHOUT REASON, I WILL NOW CLOSE THIS VOLUME, AND WILL PROCEED AT LAST TO SET FORTH THE PRECEPTS OF YOUR LIFE AND YOUR NOTABLE CUSTOMS. 
ST. AUGUSTIN ON THE MORALS OF THE MANICHAEANS.
[DE MORIBUS MANICHAEORUM.] A. D. 388.
CONTAINING A PARTICULAR REFUTATION OF THE DOCTRINE OF THESE HERETICS REGARDING THE ORIGIN AND NATURE OF EVIL; AN EXPOSURE OF THEIR PRETENDED SYMBOLICAL CUSTOMS OF THE MOUTH, OF THE HANDS, AND OF THE BREAST; AND A CONDEMNATION OF THEIR SUPERSTITIOUS ABSTINENCE AND UNHOLY MYSTERIES. LASTLY, SOME CRIMES BROUGHT TO LIGHT AMONG THE MANICHAEANS ARE MENTIONED.
CHAP. 1. THE SUPREME GOOD IS THAT WHICH IS POSSESSED OF SUPREME EXISTENCE
1. EVERY ONE, I SUPPOSE, WILL ALLOW THAT THE QUESTION OF THINGS GOOD AND EVIL BELONGS TO MORAL SCIENCE, IN WHICH SUCH TERMS ARE IN COMMON USE. IT IS THEREFORE TO BE WISHED THAT MEN WOULD BRING TO THESE INQUIRIES SUCH A CLEAR INTELLECTUAL PERFECTION AS MIGHT ENABLE THEM TO SEE THE CHIEF GOOD, THAN WHICH NOTHING IS BETTER OR HIGHER, NEXT IN ORDER TO WHICH COMES A RATIONAL SOUL IN A STATE OF PURITY AND PERFECTION.(1) IF THIS WERE CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD, IT WOULD ALSO BECOME EVIDENT THAT THE CHIEF GOOD IS THAT WHICH IS PROPERLY DESCRIBED AS HAVING SUPREME AND ORIGINAL EXISTENCE. FOR THAT EXISTS IN THE HIGHEST SENSE OF THE WORD WHICH CONTINUES ALWAYS THE SAME, WHICH IS THROUGHOUT LIKE ITSELF, WHICH CANNOT IN ANY PART BE CORRUPTED OR CHANGED, WHICH IS NOT SUBJECT TO TIME, WHICH ADMITS OF NO VARIATION IN ITS PRESENT AS COMPARED WITH ITS FORMER CONDITION. THIS IS EXISTENCE IN ITS TRUE SENSE. FOR IN THIS SIGNIFICATION OF THE WORD EXISTENCE THERE IS IMPLIED A NATURE WHICH IS SELF- CONTAINED, AND WHICH CONTINUES IMMUTABLY. SUCH THINGS CAN BE SAID ONLY OF GOD, TO WHOM THERE IS NOTHING CONTRARY IN THE STRICT SENSE OF THE WORD. FOR THE CONTRARY OF EXISTENCE IS NON-EXISTENCE. THERE IS THEREFORE NO NATURE CONTRARY TO GOD. BUT SINCE THE MINDS WITH WHICH WE APPROACH THE STUDY OF THESE SUBJECTS HAVE THEIR VISION DAMAGED AND DULLED BY SILLY NOTIONS, AND BY PERVERSITY OF WILL, LET US TRY AS WE CAN TO GAIN SOME LITTLE KNOWLEDGE OF THIS GREAT MATTER BY DEGREES AND WITH CAUTION, MAKING OUR INQUIRIES NOT LIKE MEN ABLE TO SEE, BUT LIKE MEN GROPING THE DARK. 
CHAP. 2. WHAT EVIL IS. THAT EVIL IS THAT WHICH IS AGAINST NATURE. IN ALLOWING THIS, THE MANICHAEANS REFUTE THEMSELVES
2. YOU MANICHAEANS OFTEN, IF NOT IN EVERY CASE, ASK THOSE WHOM YOU TRY TO BRING OVER TO YOUR HERESY, WHENCE IS EVIL? SUPPOSE I HAD NOW MET YOU FOR THE FIRST TIME, I WOULD ASK YOU, IF YOU PLEASE, TO FOLLOW MY EXAMPLE IN PUTTING ASIDE FOR A LITTLE THE EXPLANATION YOU SUPPOSE YOURSELVES TO HAVE GOT OF THESE SUBJECTS, AND TO COMMENCE THIS GREAT INQUIRY WITH ME AS IF FOR THE FIRST TIME. YOU ASK ME, WHENCE IS EVIL? I ASK YOU IN RETURN, WHAT IS EVIL? WHICH IS THE MORE REASONABLE QUESTION? ARE THOSE RIGHT WHO ASK WHENCE A THING IS, WHEN THEY DO NOT KNOW WHAT IT IS; OR HE WHO THINKS IT NECESSARY TO INQUIRE FIRST WHAT IT IS, IN ORDER TO AVOID THE GROSS ABSURDITY OF SEARCHING FOR THE ORIGIN OF A THING UNKNOWN? YOUR ANSWER IS QUITE CORRECT, WHEN YOU SAY THAT EVIL IS THAT WHICH IS CONTRARY TO NATURE; FOR NO ONE IS SO MENTALLY BLIND AS NOT TO SEE THAT, IN EVERY KIND, EVIL IS THAT WHICH IS CONTRARY TO THE NATURE OF THE KIND. BUT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS DOCTRINE IS THE OVERTHROW OF YOUR HERESY. FOR EVIL IS NO NATURE, IF IT IS CONTRARY TO NATURE. NOW, ACCORDING TO YOU, EVIL IS A CERTAIN NATURE AND SUBSTANCE. MOREOVER, WHATEVER IS CONTRARY TO NATURE MUST OPPOSE NATURE AND SEEK ITS DESTRUCTION. FOR NATURE MEANS NOTHING ELSE THAN THAT WHICH ANYTHING IS CONCEIVED OF AS BEING IN ITS OWN KIND. HENCE IS THE NEW WORD WHICH WE NOW USE DERIVED FROM THE WORD FOR BEING, ESSENCE NAMELY, OR, AS WE USUALLY SAY, SUBSTANCE, WHILE BEFORE THESE WORDS WERE IN USE, THE WORD NATURE WAS USED INSTEAD. HERE, THEN, IF YOU WILL CONSIDER THE MATTER WITHOUT STUBBORNNESS, WE SEE THAT EVIL IS THAT WHICH FALLS AWAY FROM ESSENCE AND TENDS TO NON-EXISTENCE. 
3. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH DECLARES THAT GOD IS THE AUTHOR OF ALL NATURES AND SUBSTANCES, THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND THIS UNDERSTAND AT THE SAME TIME THAT GOD IS NOT THE AUTHOR OF EVIL. FOR HOW CAN HE WHO IS THE CAUSE OF THE BEING OF ALL THINGS BE AT THE SAME TIME THE CAUSE OF THEIR NOT BEING, THAT IS, OF THEIR FALLING OFF FROM ESSENCE AND TENDING TO NON-EXISTENCE? FOR THIS IS WHAT REASON PLAINLY DECLARES TO BE THE DEFINITION OF EVIL. NOW, HOW CAN THAT RACE OF EVIL OF YOURS, WHICH YOU MAKE THE SUPREME EVIL, BE AGAINST NATURE, THAT IS, AGAINST SUBSTANCE, WHEN IT, ACCORDING TO YOU, IS ITSELF A NATURE AND SUBSTANCE? FOR IF IT ACTS AGAINST ITSELF, IT DESTROYS ITS OWN EXISTENCE; AND WHEN THAT IS COMPLETELY DONE, IT WILL COME AT LAST TO BE THE SUPREME EVIL. BUT THIS CANNOT BE DONE, BECAUSE YOU WILL HAVE IT NOT ONLY TO BE, BUT TO BE EVERLASTING. THAT CANNOT THEN BE THE CHIEF EVIL WHICH IS SPOKEN OF AS A SUBSTANCE. (1) 
4. BUT WHAT AM I TO DO? I KNOW THAT MANY OF YOU CAN UNDERSTAND NOTHING OF ALL THIS. I KNOW, TOO, THAT THERE ARE SOME WHO HAVE A GOOD UNDERSTANDING AND CAN SEE THESE THINGS, AND YET ARE SO STUBBORN IN THEIR CHOICE OF EVIL, A CHOICE THAT WILL RUIN THEIR UNDERSTANDING AS WELL, THAT THEY TRY RATHER TO FIND WHAT REPLY THEY CAN MAKE IN ORDER TO IMPOSE UPON INACTIVE AND FEEBLE MINDS, INSTEAD OF GIVING THEIR ASSENT TO THE TRUTH. STILL I SHALL NOT REGRET HAVING WRITTEN EITHER WHAT ONE OF YOU MAY COME SOME DAY TO CONSIDER IMPARTIALLY, AND BE LED TO ABANDON YOUR ERROR, OR WHAT MEN OF UNDERSTANDING AND IN ALLEGIANCE TO GOD, AND WHO ARE STILL UNTAINTED WITH YOUR ERRORS, MAY READ AND SO BE KEPT FROM BEING LED ASTRAY BY YOUR ADDRESSES. 
CHAP. 3. IF EVIL IS DEFINED AS THAT WHICH IS HURTFUL, THIS IMPLIES ANOTHER REFUTATION OF THE MANICHAEANS
5. LET US THEN INQUIRE MORE CAREFULLY, AND, IF POSSIBLE, MORE PLAINLY. I ASK YOU AGAIN, WHAT IS EVIL? IF YOU SAY IT IS THAT WHICH IS HURTFUL, HERE, TOO, YOU WILL NOT ANSWER AMISS. BUT CONSIDER, I PRAY YOU; BE ON YOUR GUARD, I BEG OF YOU; BE SO GOOD AS TO LAY ASIDE PARTY SPIRIT, AND MAKE THE INQUIRY FOR THE SAKE OF FINDING THE TRUTH, NOT OF GETTING THE BETTER OF IT. WHATEVER IS HURTFUL TAKES AWAY SOME GOOD FROM THAT TO WHICH IT IS HURTFUL; FOR WITHOUT THE LOSS OF GOOD THERE CAN BE NO HURT. WHAT, I APPEAL TO YOU, CAN BE PLAINER THAN THIS? WHAT MORE INTELLIGIBLE? WHAT ELSE IS REQUIRED FOR COMPLETE DEMONSTRATION TO ONE OF AVERAGE UNDERSTANDING, IF HE IS NOT PER VERSE? BUT, IF THIS IS GRANTED, THE CONSEQUENCE SEEMS PLAIN. IN THAT RACE WHICH YOU TAKE FOR THE CHIEF EVIL, NOTHING CAN BE LIABLE TO BE HURT, SINCE THERE IS NO GOOD IN IT. BUT IF, AS YOU ASSERT, THERE ARE TWO NATURES,--THE KINGDOM OF LIGHT AND THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS; SINCE YOU MAKE THE KINGDOM OF LIGHT TO BE GOD, ATTRIBUTING TO IT AN UNCOMPOUNDED NATURE,(2) SO THAT IT HAS NO PART INFERIOR TO ANOTHER, YOU MUST GRANT, HOWEVER DECIDEDLY IN OPPOSITION TO YOURSELVES, YOU MUST GRANT, NEVERTHELESS, THAT THIS NATURE, WHICH YOU NOT ONLY DO NOT DENY TO BE THE CHIEF GOOD, BUT SPEND ALL YOUR STRENGTH IN TRYING TO SHOW THAT IT IS SO, IS IMMUTABLE, INCORRUPTIBLE, IMPENETRABLE, INVIOLABLE, FOR OTHERWISE IT WOULD NOT BE THE CHIEF GOOD; FOR THE CHIEF GOOD IS THAT THAN WHICH THERE IS NOTHING BETTER, AND FOR SUCH A NATURE TO BE HURT IS IMPOSSIBLE. AGAIN, IF, AS HAS BEEN SHOWN, TO HURT IS TO DEPRIVE OF GOOD, THERE CAN BE NO HURT TO THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS, FOR THERE IS NO GOOD IN IT. AND AS THE KINGDOM OF LIGHT CANNOT BE HURT, AS IT IS INVIOLABLE, WHAT CAN THE EVIL YOU SPEAK OF BE HURTFUL TO? 
CHAP. 4. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WHAT IS GOOD IN ITSELF AND WHAT IS GOOD BY PARTICIPATION
6. NOW, COMPARE WITH THIS PERPLEXITY, FROM WHICH YOU CANNOT ESCAPE, THE CONSISTENCY OF THE STATEMENTS IN THE TEACHING OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, ACCORDING TO WHICH THERE IS ONE GOOD WHICH IS GOOD SUPREMELY AND IN ITSELF, AND NOT BY THE PARTICIPATION OF ANY GOOD, BUT BY ITS OWN NATURE AND ESSENCE; AND ANOTHER GOOD WHICH IS GOOD BY PARTICIPATION, AND BY HAVING SOMETHING BESTOWED. THUS, IT HAS ITS BEING AS GOOD FROM THE SUPREME GOOD, WHICH, HOWEVER, IS STILL SELF-CONTAINED, AND LOSES NOTHING. THIS SECOND KIND OF GOOD IS CALLED A CREATURE, WHICH IS LIABLE TO HURT THROUGH FALLING AWAY. BUT OF THIS FAILING AWAY GOD IS NOT THE AUTHOR, FOR HE IS AUTHOR OF EXISTENCE AND OF BEING. HERE WE SEE THE PROPER USE OF THE WORD EVIL; FOR IT IS CORRECTLY APPLIED NOT TO ESSENCE, BUT TO NEGATION OR LOSS. WE SEE, TOO, WHAT NATURE IT IS WHICH IS LIABLE TO HURT. THIS NATURE IS NOT THE CHIEF EVIL, FOR WHEN IT IS HURT IT LOSES GOOD; NOR IS IT THE CHIEF GOOD, FOR ITS FALLING AWAY FROM GOOD IS BECAUSE IT IS GOOD NOT INTRINSICALLY, BUT BY POSSESSING THE GOOD. AND A THING CANNOT BE GOOD BY NATURE WHEN IT IS SPOKEN OF AS BEING MADE, WHICH SHOWS THAT THE GOODNESS WAS BESTOWED. THUS, ON THE ONE HAND, GOD IS THE GOOD, AND ALL THINGS WHICH HE HAS MADE ARE GOOD, THOUGH NOT SO GOOD AS HE WHO MADE THEM. FOR WHAT MADMAN WOULD VENTURE TO REQUIRE THAT THE WORKS SHOULD EQUAL THE WORKMAN, THE CREATURES THE CREATOR? WHAT MORE DO YOU WANT? COULD YOU WISH FOR ANYTHING PLAINER THAN THIS? 
CHAP. 5. IF EVIL IS DEFINED TO BE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, THIS COMPLETELY REFUTES THE MANICHAEAN HERESY
7. I ASK A THIRD TIME, WHAT IS EVIL? PERHAPS YOU WILL REPLY, [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION. UNDENIABLY THIS IS A GENERAL DEFINITION OF EVIL; FOR [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IMPLIES OPPOSITION TO NATURE, AND ALSO HURT. BUT [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION EXISTS NOT BY ITSELF, BUT IN SOME SUBSTANCE WHICH IT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTS; FOR [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION ITSELF IS NOT A SUBSTANCE. SO, THE THING WHICH IT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTS IS NOT [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, IS NOT EVIL; FOR WHAT IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED SUFFERS THE LOSS OF INTEGRITY AND PURITY. SO THAT WHICH HAS NO PURITY TO LOSE CANNOT BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED; AND WHAT HAS, IS NECESSARILY GOOD BY THE PARTICIPATION OF PURITY. AGAIN, WHAT IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED IS PERVERTED; AND WHAT IS PERVERTED SUFFERS THE LOSS OF ORDER, AND ORDER IS GOOD. TO BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, THEN, DOES NOT IMPLY THE ABSENCE OF GOOD; FOR IN [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IT CAN BE DEPRIVED OF GOOD, WHICH COULD NOT BE IF THERE WAS THE ABSENCE OF GOOD. THEREFORE, THAT RACE OF DARKNESS, IF IT WAS DESTITUTE OF ALL GOOD, AS YOU SAY IT WAS, COULD NOT BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, FOR IT HAD NOTHING WHICH [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION COULD TAKE FROM IT; AND IF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION TAKES NOTHING AWAY, IT DOES NOT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT. SAY NOW, IF YOU DARE, THAT GOD AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD CAN BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, WHEN YOU CANNOT SHOW HOW THE KINGDOM OF THE DEVIL, SUCH AS YOU MAKE IT, CAN BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED. 
CHAP. 6. WHAT [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION AFFECTS AND WHAT IT IS
8. WHAT FURTHER DOES THE CATHOLIC LIGHT SAY? WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE, BUT WHAT IS THE ACTUAL TRUTH, THAT IT IS THE CREATED SUBSTANCE WHICH CAN BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, FOR THE UNCREATED, WHICH IS THE CHIEF GOOD, IS [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE; AND [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, WHICH IS THE CHIEF EVIL, CANNOT BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED; BESIDES, THAT IT IS NOT A SUBSTANCE? BUT IF YOU ASK WHAT [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION IS, CONSIDER TO WHAT IT SEEKS TO BRING THE THINGS WHICH IT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTS; FOR IT AFFECTS THOSE THINGS ACCORDING TO ITS OWN NATURE. NOW ALL THINGS BY [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION FALL AWAY FROM WHAT THEY WERE, AND ARE BROUGHT TO NON-CONTINUANCE, TO NON-EXISTENCE; FOR EXISTENCE IMPLIES CONTINUANCE. THUS, THE SUPREME AND CHIEF EXISTENCE IS SO CALLED BECAUSE IT CONTINUES IN ITSELF, OR IS SELF-CONTAINED. IN THE CASE OF A THING CHANGING FOR THE BETTER, THE CHANGE IS NOT FROM CONTINUANCE, BUT FROM PERVERSION TO THE WORSE, THAT IS, FROM FALLING AWAY FROM ESSENCE; THE AUTHOR OF WHICH FALLING AWAY IS NOT HE WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF THE ESSENCE. SO, IN SOME THINGS THERE IS CHANGE FOR THE BETTER, AND SO A TENDENCY TOWARDS EXISTENCE. AND THIS CHANGE IS NOT CALLED A PERVERSION, BUT REVERSION OR CONVERSION; FOR PERVERSION IS OPPOSED TO ORDERLY ARRANGEMENT. NOW THINGS WHICH TEND TOWARDS EXISTENCE TEND TOWARDS ORDER, AND, ATTAINING ORDER THEY ATTAIN EXISTENCE, AS FAR AS THAT IS POSSIBLE TO A CREATURE. FOR ORDER REDUCES TO A CERTAIN UNIFORMITY THAT WHICH IT ARRANGES; AND EXISTENCE IS NOTHING ELSE THAN BEING ONE. THUS, SO FAR AS ANYTHING ACQUIRES UNITY, SO FAR IT EXISTS. FOR UNIFORMITY AND HARMONY ARE THE EFFECTS OF UNITY, AND BY THESE COMPOUND THINGS EXIST AS FAR AS THEY HAVE EXISTENCE. FOR SIMPLE THINGS EXIST BY THEMSELVES, FOR THEY ARE ONE. BUT THINGS NOT SIMPLE IMITATE UNITY BY THE AGREEMENT OF THEIR PARTS; AND SO FAR, AS THEY ATTAIN THIS, SO FAR, THEY EXIST, THIS, ARRANGEMENT IS THE CAUSE OF EXISTENCE, [SEXUAL] DISORDER OF NON-EXISTENCE; AND [SEXUAL] PERVERSION OR [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION ARE THE OTHER NAMES FOR [SEXUAL] DISORDER. SO, WHATEVER IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED TENDS TO NON-EXISTENCE. YOU MAY NOW BE LEFT TO REFLECT UPON THE EFFECT OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, THAT YOU MAY DISCOVER WHAT IS THE CHIEF EVIL; FOR IT IS THAT WHICH [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION AIMS AT ACCOMPLISHING. 
CHAP. 7. THE GOODNESS OF GOD PREVENTS [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION FROM BRINGING ANYTHING TO NON-EXISTENCE. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CREATING AND FORMING
9. BUT THE GOODNESS OF GOD DOES NOT PERMIT THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THIS END, BUT SO ORDERS ALL THINGS THAT FALL AWAY THAT THEY MAY EXIST WHERE THEIR EXISTENCE IS MOST SUITABLE, TILL IN THE ORDER OF THEIR MOVEMENTS THEY RETURN TO THAT FROM WHICH THEY FELL AWAY. (1) 
THUS, WHEN RATIONAL SOULS FALL AWAY FROM GOD, ALTHOUGH THEY POSSESS THE GREATEST AMOUNT OF FREE- WILL, HE RANKS THEM IN THE LOWER GRADES OF CREATION. WHERE THEIR PROPER PLACE IS. SO, THEY SUFFER MISERY BY THE DIVINE JUDGMENT, WHILE THEY ARE RANKED SUITABLY TO THEIR [SEXUAL] DESERTS. HENCE, WE SEE THE EXCELLENCE OF THAT SAYING WHICH YOU ARE ALWAYS INVEIGHING AGAINST SO STRONGLY, "I MAKE GOOD THINGS, AND CREATE EVIL THINGS." (1) TO CREATE IS TO FORM AND ARRANGE. SO, IN SOME COPIES IT IS WRITTEN, "I MAKE GOOD THINGS AND FORM EVIL THINGS." TO MAKE IS USED OF THINGS PREVIOUSLY NOT IN EXISTENCE; BUT TO FORM IS TO ARRANGE WHAT HAD SOME KIND OF EXISTENCE, SO AS TO IMPROVE AND ENLARGE IT. SUCH ARE THE THINGS WHICH GOD ARRANGES WHEN HE SAYS, "I FORM EVIL THINGS," MEANING THINGS WHICH ARE FALLING OFF, AND SO TENDING TO NON-EXISTENCE, NOT THINGS WHICH HAVE REACHED THAT TO WHICH THEY TEND. FOR IT HAS BEEN SAID, NOTHING IS ALLOWED IN THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD TO GO THE LENGTH OF NON-EXISTENCE. (2) 
10. THESE THINGS MIGHT BE DISCUSSED MORE FULLY AND AT GREATER LENGTH, BUT ENOUGH HAS BEEN SAID FOR OUR PURPOSE IN DEALING WITH YOU. WE HAVE ONLY TO SHOW YOU THE GATE WHICH YOU DESPAIR OF FINDING, AND MAKE THE UNINSTRUCTED DESPAIR OF IT TOO. YOU CAN BE MADE TO ENTER ONLY BY GOOD-WILL, ON WHICH THE DIVINE MERCY BESTOWS PEACE, AS THE SONG IN THE GOSPEL SAYS, "GLORY TO GOD IN THE [MOST] HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE TO MEN OF GOOD-WILL." (3) IT IS ENOUGH, I SAY, TO HAVE SHOWN YOU THAT THERE IS NO WAY OF SOLVING THE RELIGIOUS QUESTION OF GOOD AND EVIL, UNLESS WHATEVER IS, AS FAR AS IT IS, IS FROM GOD; WHILE AS FAR AS IT FALLS AWAY FROM BEING IT IS NOT OF GOD, AND YET IS ALWAYS ORDERED BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE IN AGREEMENT WITH THE WHOLE SYSTEM. IF YOU DO NOT YET SEE THIS, I KNOW NOTHING ELSE THAT I CAN DO BUT TO DISCUSS THE THINGS ALREADY SAID WITH GREATER PARTICULARITY. FOR NOTHING SAVE PIETY AND PURITY CAN LEAD THE MIND TO GREATER THINGS. 
CHAP. 8. EVIL IS NOT A SUBSTANCE, BUT A DISAGREEMENT HOSTILE TO SUBSTANCE
11. FOR WHAT OTHER ANSWER WILL YOU GIVE TO THE QUESTION, WHAT IS EVIL? BUT EITHER THAT IT IS AGAINST NATURE, OR THAT IT IS HURTFUL, OR THAT IT IS CORRUPTION, OR SOMETHING SIMILAR? BUT I HAVE SHOWN THAT IN THESE REPLIES YOU MAKE SHIPWRECK OF YOUR CAUSE, UNLESS, INDEED, YOU WILL ANSWER IN THE CHILDISH WAY IN WHICH YOU GENERALLY SPEAK TO CHILDREN, THAT EVIL IS FIRE, POISON, A WILD BEAST, AND SO ON. FOR ONE OF THE LEADERS OF THIS HERESY, WHOSE INSTRUCTIONS WE ATTENDED WITH GREAT FAMILIARITY LAND FREQUENCY, USED TO SAY WITH REFERENCE TO A PERSON WHO HELD THAT EVIL WAS NOT A SUB STANCE, "I SHOULD LIKE TO PUT A SCORPION IN THE MAN'S HAND, AND SEE WHETHER HE WOULD NOT WITHDRAW HIS HAND; AND IN SO DOING HE WOULD GET A PROOF, NOT IN WORDS BUT IN THE THING ITSELF, THAT EVIL IS A SUBSTANCE, FOR HE WOULD NOT DENY THAT THE ANIMAL IS A SUBSTANCE." HE SAID THIS NOT IN THE PRESENCE OF THE PERSON, BUT TO US, WHEN WE REPEATED TO HIM THE REMARK WHICH HAD TROUBLED US, GIVING, AS I SAID, A CHILDISH ANSWER TO CHILDREN. FOR WHO WITH THE LEAST TINCTURE OF LEARNING OR SCIENCE DOES NOT SEE THAT THESE THINGS HURT BY DISAGREEMENT WITH THE BODILY TEMPERAMENT, WHILE AT OTHER TIMES THEY AGREE WITH IT, SO AS NOT ONLY NOT TO HURT, BUT TO PRODUCE THE BEST EFFECTS? FOR IF THIS POISON WERE EVIL IN ITSELF, THE SCORPION ITSELF WOULD SUFFER FIRST AND MOST. IN FACT, IF THE POISON WERE QUITE TAKEN FROM THE ANIMAL, IT WOULD DIE. SO, FOR ITS BODY IT IS EVIL TO LOSE WHAT IT IS EVIL FOR OUR BODY TO RECEIVE; AND IT IS GOOD FOR IT TO HAVE WHAT IT IS GOOD FOR US TO WANT. IS THE SAME THING THEN BOTH GOOD AND EVIL? BY NO MEANS; BUT EVIL IS WHAT IS AGAINST NATURE, FOR THIS IS EVIL BOTH TO THE ANIMAL AND TO US. THIS EVIL IS THE DISAGREEMENT, WHICH CERTAINLY IS NOT A SUBSTANCE, BUT HOSTILE TO SUBSTANCE. WHENCE THEN IS IT? SEE WHAT IT LEADS TO, AND YOU WILL LEARN, IF ANY INNER LIGHT LIVES IN YOU. IT LEADS ALL THAT IT DESTROYS TO NON-EXISTENCE. NOW GOD IS THE AUTHOR OF EXISTENCE; AND THERE IS NO EXISTENCE WHICH, AS FAR AS IT IS EXISTING, LEADS TO NON-EXISTENCE: THUS, WE LEARN WHENCE DISAGREEMENT IS NOT; AS TO WHENCE IT IS, NOTHING CAN BE SAID. 
12. WE READ IN HISTORY OF A FEMALE CRIMINAL IN ATHENS, WHO SUCCEEDED IN DRINKING THE QUANTITY OF POISON ALLOTTED AS A FATAL DRAUGHT FOR THE CONDEMNED WITH LITTLE OR NO INJURY TO HER HEALTH, BY TAKING IT AT INTERVALS. SO BEING CONDEMNED, SHE TOOK THE POISON IN THE PRESCRIBED QUANTITY LIKE THE REST, BUT RENDERED IT POWERLESS BY ACCUSTOMING HERSELF TO IT, AND DID NOT DIE LIKE THE REST. AND AS THIS EXCITED GREAT WONDER, SHE WAS BANISHED. IF POISON IS AN EVIL, ARE WE TO THINK THAT SHE MADE IT TO BE NO EVIL TO HER? WHAT COULD BE MORE ABSURD THAN THIS? BUT BECAUSE DISAGREEMENT IS AN EVIL, WHAT SHE DID WAS TO MAKE THE POISONOUS MATTER AGREE WITH HER OWN BODY BY A PROCESS OF HABITUATION. FOR HOW COULD SHE BY ANY AMOUNT OF CUNNING HAVE BROUGHT IT ABOUT THAT DISAGREEMENT SHOULD NOT HURT HER? WHY SO? BECAUSE WHAT IS TRULY AND PROPERLY AN EVIL IS HURTFUL BOTH ALWAYS AND TO ALL. OIL IS BENEFICIAL TO OUR BODIES, BUT VERY MUCH THE OPPOSITE TO MANY SIX- FOOTED ANIMALS. AND IS NOT HELLEBORE SOMETIMES FOOD, SOMETIMES MEDICINE, AND SOMETIMES POISON. DOES NOT EVERY ONE, MAINTAIN THAT SALT TAKEN IN EXCESS IS POISONOUS? AND YET THE BENEFITS TO THE BODY FROM SALT ARE INNUMERABLE AND MOST IMPORTANT. SEA-WATER IS INJURIOUS WHEN DRUNK BY LAND ANIMALS, BUT IT IS MOST SUITABLE AND USEFUL TO MANY WHO BATHE THEIR BODIES IN IT AND TO FISH IT IS USEFUL AND WHOLESOME IN BOTH WAYS. BREAD NOURISHES MAN, BUT KILLS HAWKS. AND DOES NOT MUD ITSELF, WHICH IS OFFENSIVE AND NOXIOUS WHEN SWALLOWED OR SMELT, SERVE AS COOLING TO THE TOUCH IN HOT WEATHER, AND AS A CURE FOR WOUNDS FROM FIRE? WHAT CAN BE NASTIER THAN DUNG, OR MORE WORTHLESS THAN ASHES? AND YET THEY ARE OF SUCH USE TO THE FIELDS, THAT THE ROMANS THOUGHT DIVINE HONORS DUE TO THE DISCOVERER, STERCUTIO, FROM WHOSE NAME THE WORD FOR DUNG [STERCUS OR SHIT] IS DERIVED. 
13. BUT WHY ENUMERATE DETAILS WHICH ARE COUNTLESS? WE NEED NOT GO FARTHER THAN THE FOUR ELEMENTS THEMSELVES, WHICH, AS EVERY ONE KNOWS, ARE BENEFICIAL WHEN THERE IS AGREEMENT, AND BITTERLY OPPOSED TO NATURE WHEN THERE IS DISAGREEMENT IN THE OBJECTS ACTED UPON. WE WHO LIVE IN AIR DIE UNDER EARTH OR UNDER WATER, WHILE INNUMERABLE ANIMALS CREEP ALIVE IN SAND OR LOOSE EARTH, AND FISH DIE IN OUR AIR. FIRE CONSUMES OUR BODIES, BUT, WHEN SUITABLY APPLIED, IT BOTH RESTORES FROM COLD, AND EXPELS DISEASES WITHOUT NUMBER. THE SUN TO WHICH YOU BOW THE KNEE, AND THAN WHICH, INDEED, THERE IS NO FAIRER OBJECT AMONG VISIBLE THINGS, STRENGTHENS THE EYES OF EAGLES, BUT HURTS AND DIMS OUR EYES WHEN WE GAZE ON IT; AND YET WE TOO CAN ACCUSTOM OURSELVES TO LOOK UPON IT WITHOUT INJURY. WILL YOU, THEN, ALLOW THE SUN TO BE COMPARED TO THE POISON WHICH THE ATHENIAN WOMAN MADE HARMLESS BY HABITUATING HERSELF TO IT? REFLECT FOR ONCE, AND CONSIDER THAT IF A SUBSTANCE IS AN EVIL BECAUSE IT HURTS SOME ONE, THE LIGHT WHICH YOU WORSHIP CANNOT BE ACQUITTED OF THIS CHARGE. SEE THE PREFERABLENESS OF MAKING EVIL IN GENERAL TO CONSIST IN THIS DISAGREEMENT, FROM WHICH THE SUN'S RAY PRODUCES DIMNESS IN THE EYES, THOUGH NOTHING IS PLEASANTER TO THE EYES THAN LIGHT. (1) 
CHAP. 9. THE MANICHAEAN FICTIONS ABOUT THINGS GOOD AND EVIL ARE NOT CONSISTENT WITH THEMSELVES
14. I HAVE SAID THESE THINGS TO MAKE YOU CEASE, IF THAT IS POSSIBLE, GIVING THE NAME OF EVIL TO A REGION BOUNDLESS IN DEPTH AND LENGTH; TO A MIND WANDERING THROUGH THE REGION; TO THE FIVE CAVERNS OF THE ELEMENTS,--ONE FULL OF DARKNESS, ANOTHER OF WATERS, ANOTHER OF WINDS, ANOTHER OF FIRE, ANOTHER OF SMOKE; TO THE ANIMALS BORN IN EACH OF THESE ELEMENTS,--SERPENTS IN THE DARKNESS, SWIMMING CREATURES IN THE WATERS, FLYING CREATURES IN THE WINDS, QUADRUPEDS IN THE FIRE, BIPEDS IN THE SMOKE. FOR THESE THINGS, AS YOU DESCRIBE THEM, CANNOT BE CALLED EVIL; FOR ALL SUCH THINGS, AS FAR AS THEY EXIST, MUST HAVE THEIR EXISTENCE FROM THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], FOR AS FAR AS THEY, EXIST THEY ARE GOOD. IF PAIN AND WEAKNESS IS AN EVIL, THE ANIMALS YOU SPEAK OF WERE OF SUCH PHYSICAL STRENGTH THAT THEIR ABORTIVE OFFSPRING, AFTER, AS YOUR SECT BELIEVES, THE WORLD WAS FORMED OF THEM, FELL FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH, ACCORDING TO YOU, AND COULD NOT DIE. IF BLINDNESS IS AN EVIL, THEY COULD SEE; IF DEAFNESS, THEY COULD HEAR. IF TO BE NEARLY OR ALTOGETHER DUMB IS AN EVIL, THEIR SPEECH WAS SO CLEAR AND INTELLIGIBLE, THAT, AS YOU ASSERT, THEY DECIDED TO MAKE WAR AGAINST GOD IN COMPLIANCE WITH AN ADDRESS DELIVERED IN THEIR ASSEMBLY. IF STERILITY IS AN EVIL, THEY WERE PROLIFIC IN CHILDREN. IF EXILE IS AN EVIL, THEY WERE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY, AND OCCUPIED THEIR OWN TERRITORIES. IF SERVITUDE IS AN EVIL, SOME OF THEM WERE RULERS. IF DEATH IS AN EVIL, THEY WERE ALIVE, AND THE LIFE WAS SUCH THAT, BY YOUR STATEMENT, EVEN AFTER GOD WAS VICTORIOUS, IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE MIND EVER TO DIE. 
15. CAN YOU TELL ME HOW IT IS THAT IN THE CHIEF EVIL SO MANY GOOD THINGS ARE TO BE FOUND, THE OPPOSITES OF THE EVILS ABOVE MENTIONED? AND IF THESE ARE NOT EVILS, CAN ANY SUBSTANCE BE AN EVIL, AS FAR AS IT IS A SUBSTANCE? IF WEAKNESS IS NOT AN EVIL, CAN A WEAK BODY BE AN EVIL? IF BLINDNESS IS NOT AN EVIL, CAN DARKNESS BE AN EVIL? IF DEAFNESS IS NOT AN EVIL, CAN A DEAF MAN BE AN EVIL? IF DUMBNESS IS NOT AN EVIL, CAN A FISH BE AN EVIL? IF STERILITY IS NOT AN EVIL, HOW CAN WE CALL A BARREN ANIMAL AN EVIL? IF EXILE IS NOT AN EVIL, HOW CAN WE GIVE THAT NAME TO AN ANIMAL IN EXILE, OR TO AN ANIMAL SENDING SOME ONE INTO EXILE? IF SERVITUDE IS NOT AN EVIL, IN WHAT SENSE IS A SUBJECT ANIMAL AN EVIL, OR ONE ENFORCING SUBJECTION? IF DEATH IS NOT AN EVIL, IN WHAT SENSE IS A MORTAL ANIMAL AN EVIL, OR ONE CAUSING DEATH? OR IF THESE ARE EVILS, MUST WE NOT GIVE THE NAME OF GOOD THINGS TO BODILY STRENGTH, SIGHT, HEARING, PERSUASIVE SPEECH, FERTILITY, NATIVE LAND, LIBERTY, LIFE, ALL WHICH YOU HOLD TO EXIST IN THAT KINGDOM OF EVIL, AND YET VENTURE TO CALL IT THE PERFECTION OF EVIL? 
16. ONCE MORE, IF, AS HAS NEVER BEEN DENIED, UNSUITABLENESS IS AN EVIL, WHAT CAN BE MORE SUITABLE THAN THOSE ELEMENTS TO THEIR RESPECTIVE ANIMALS, THE DARKNESS TO SERPENTS, THE WATERS TO SWIMMING CREATURES, THE WINDS TO FLYING CREATURES, THE FIRE TO VORACIOUS ANIMALS, THE SMOKE TO SOARING ANIMALS? SUCH IS THE HARMONY WHICH YOU DESCRIBE AS EXISTING IN THE RACE OF STRIFE; SUCH THE ORDER IN THE SEAT OF CONFUSION. IF WHAT IS HURTFUL IS AN EVIL, I DO NOT REPEAT THE STRONG OBJECTION ALREADY STATED, THAT NO HURT CAN BE SUFFERED WHERE NO GOOD EXISTS; BUT IF THAT IS NOT SO CLEAR, ONE THING AT LEAST IS EASILY SEEN AND UNDERSTOOD AS FOLLOWING FROM THE ACKNOWLEDGED TRUTH, THAT WHAT IS HURTFUL IS AN EVIL. THE SMOKE IN THAT REGION DID NOT HURT BIPEDS: IT PRODUCED THEM, AND NOURISHED AND SUSTAINED THEM WITHOUT INJURY IN THEIR BIRTH, THEIR GROWTH, AND THEIR RULE. BUT NOW, WHEN THE EVIL HAS SOME GOOD MIXED WITH IT, THE SMOKE HAS BECOME MORE HURTFUL, SO THAT WE, WHO CERTAINLY ARE BIPEDS, INSTEAD OF BEING SUSTAINED BY IT, ARE BLINDED, AND SUFFOCATED, AND KILLED BY IT. COULD THE MIXTURE OF GOOD HAVE GIVEN SUCH DESTRUCTIVENESS TO EVIL ELEMENTS? COULD THERE BE SUCH CONFUSION IN THE DIVINE GOVERNMENT? 
17. IN THE OTHER CASES, AT LEAST, HOW IS IT THAT WE FIND THAT CONGRUITY WHICH MISLED YOUR AUTHOR AND INDUCED HIM TO FABRICATE FALSEHOODS? WHY DOES DARKNESS AGREE WITH SERPENTS, AND WATERS WITH SWIMMING CREATURES, AND WINDS WITH FLYING CREATURES, THOUGH THE FIRE BURNS UP QUADRUPEDS, AND SMOKE CHOKES US? THEN, AGAIN, HAVE NOT SERPENTS VERY SHARP SIGHT, AND DO THEY NOT LOVE THE SUNSHINE, AND ABOUND MOST WHERE THE CALMNESS OF THE AIR PREVENTS THE CLOUDS FROM GATHERING MUCH OR OFTEN? HOW VERY ABSURD THAT THE NATIVES AND LOVERS OF DARKNESS SHOULD LIVE MOST COMFORTABLY AND AGREEABLY WHERE THE CLEAREST LIGHT IS ENJOYED! OR IF YOU SAY THAT IT IS THE HEAT RATHER THAN THE LIGHT THAT THEY ENJOY, IT WOULD BE MORE REASONABLE TO ASSIGN TO FIRE SERPENTS, WHICH ARE NATURALLY OF RAPID MOTION, THAN THE SLOW-GOING ASP. (1) BESIDES, ALL MUST ADMIT THAT LIGHT IS AGREEABLE TO THE EYES OF THE ASP, FOR THEY ARE COMPARED TO AN EAGLE'S EYES. BUT ENOUGH OF THE LOWER ANIMALS. LET US, I PRAY, ATTEND TO WHAT IS TRUE OF OURSELVES WITHOUT PERSISTING IN ERROR, AND SO OUR MINDS SHALL BE DISENTANGLED FROM SILLY AND MISCHIEVOUS FALSEHOODS. FOR IS IT NOT INTOLERABLE PERVERSITY TO SAY THAT IN THE RACE OF DARKNESS, WHERE THERE WAS NO MIXTURE OF LIGHT, THE BIPED ANIMALS HAD SO SOUND AND STRONG, SO INCREDIBLE FORCE OF EYESIGHT, THAT EVEN IN THEIR DARKNESS THEY COULD SEE THE PERFECTLY PURE LIGHT (AS YOU REPRESENT IT) OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD? FOR, ACCORDING TO YOU, EVEN THESE BEINGS COULD SEE THIS LIGHT, AND COULD GAZE AT IT, AND STUDY IT, AND DELIGHT IN IT, AND DESIRE IT; WHEREAS OUR EYES, AFTER MIXTURE WITH LIGHT, WITH THE CHIEF GOOD, YEA, WITH GOD, HAVE BECOME SO TENDER AND WEAK, THAT WE CAN NEITHER SEE ANYTHING IN THE DARK, NOR BEAR TO LOOK AT THE SUN, BUT, AFTER LOOKING, LOSE SIGHT OF WHAT WE COULD SEE BEFORE. 
18. THE SAME REMARKS ARE APPLICABLE IF WE TAKE CORRUPTION TO BE AN EVIL, WHICH NO ONE DOUBTS. THE SMOKE DID NOT CORRUPT THAT RACE OF ANIMALS, THOUGH IT CORRUPTS ANIMALS NOW. NOT TO GO OVER ALL THE PARTICULARS, WHICH WOULD BE TEDIOUS, AND IS NOT NECESSARY, THE LIVING CREATURES OF YOUR IMAGINARY DESCRIPTION WERE SO MUCH LESS LIABLE TO CORRUPTION THAN ANIMALS ARE NOW, THAT THEIR ABORTIVE AND PREMATURE OFFSPRING, CAST HEADLONG FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH, BOTH LIVED AND WERE PRODUCTIVE, AND COULD BAND TOGETHER AGAIN, HAVING, FORSOOTH, THEIR ORIGINAL VIGOR, BECAUSE THEY WERE CONCEIVED BEFORE GOOD WAS MIXED WITH THE EVIL; FOR, AFTER THIS MIXTURE, THE ANIMALS BORN ARE, ACCORDING TO YOU, THOSE WHICH WE NOW SEE TO BE VERY FEEBLE AND EASILY GIVING WAY TO CORRUPTION. CAN ANYONE, PERSIST IN THE BELIEF OF ERROR LIKE THIS, UNLESS HE FAILS TO SEE THESE THINGS, OR IS AFFECTED BY YOUR HABIT AND ASSOCIATION IN SUCH AN AMAZING WAY AS TO BE PROOF AGAINST ALL THE FORCE OF REASONING? 
CHAP. 10. THREE MORAL SYMBOLS DEVISED BY THE MANICHAEANS FOR NO GOOD
19. NOW THAT I HAVE SHOWN, AS I THINK, HOW MUCH DARKNESS AND ERROR IS IN YOUR OPINIONS ABOUT GOOD AND EVIL THINGS IN GENERAL, LET US EXAMINE NOW THOSE THREE SYMBOLS WHICH YOU EXTOL SO HIGHLY, AND BOAST OF AS EXCELLENT OBSERVANCES. WHAT THEN ARE THOSE THREE SYMBOLS? THAT OF THE MOUTH, THAT OF THE HANDS, AND THAT OF THE BREAST. WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? THAT MAN, WE ARE TOLD, SHOULD BE PURE AND INNOCENT IN MOUTH, IN HANDS, AND IN BREAST. BUT WHAT IF HE SINS WITH EYES, EARS, OR NOSE? WHAT IF HE HURTS SOME ONE WITH HIS HEELS, OR PERHAPS KILLS HIM? HOW CAN HE BE RECKONED CRIMINAL WHEN HE HAS NOT SINNED WITH MOUTH, HANDS, OR BREAST? BUT IT IS REPLIED, BY THE MOUTH WE ARE TO UNDERSTAND ALL THE ORGANS OF SENSE IN THE HEAD; BY THE HANDS, ALL BODILY ACTIONS; BY THE BREAST, ALL LUSTFUL TENDENCIES. TO WHAT, THEN, DO YOU ASSIGN BLASPHEMIES? TO THE MOUTH OR TO THE HAND? FOR BLASPHEMY IS AN ACTION OF THE TONGUE. AND IF ALL ACTIONS ARE TO BE CLASSED UNDER ONE HEAD, WHY SHOULD YOU JOIN TOGETHER THE ACTIONS OF THE HANDS AND THE FEET, AND NOT THOSE OF THE TONGUE. DO YOU WISH TO SEPARATE THE ACTION OF THE TONGUE, AS BEING FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXPRESSING SOMETHING, FROM ACTIONS WHICH ARE NOT FOR THIS PURPOSE, SO THAT THE SYMBOL OF THE HANDS SHOULD MEAN ABSTINENCE FROM ALL EVIL ACTIONS WHICH ARE NOT FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXPRESSING SOMETHING? BUT THEN, WHAT IF SOME ONE SINS BY EXPRESSING SOMETHING WITH HIS HANDS, AS IS DONE IN WRITING OR IN SOME SIGNIFICANT GESTURE? THIS CANNOT BE ASSIGNED TO THE TONGUE AND THE MOUTH, FOR IT IS DONE BY THE HANDS. WHEN YOU HAVE THREE SYMBOLS OF THE MOUTH, THE HANDS, AND THE BREAST, IT IS QUITE INADMISSIBLE TO CHARGE AGAINST THE MOUTH SINS FOUND IN THE HANDS. AND IF YOU ASSIGN ACTION IN GENERAL TO THE HANDS, THERE IS NO REASON FOR INCLUDING UNDER THIS THE ACTION OF THE FEET AND NOT THAT OF THE TONGUE. DO YOU SEE HOW THE DESIRE OF NOVELTY, WITH ITS ATTENDANT ERROR, LANDS YOU IN GREAT DIFFICULTIES? FOR YOU FIND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO INCLUDE PURIFICATION OF ALL SINS IN THESE THREE SYMBOLS, WHICH YOU SET FORTH AS A KIND OF NEW CLASSIFICATION. 
CHAP. 11. THE VALUE OF THE SYMBOL OF THE MOUTH AMONG THE MANICHAEANS, WHO ARE FOUND GUILTY OF BLASPHEMING GOD
20. CLASSIFY AS YOU PLEASE, OMIT WHAT YOU PLEASE, WE MUST DISCUSS THE DOCTRINES YOU INSIST UPON MOST. YOU SAY THAT THE SYMBOL OF THE MOUTH IMPLIES REFRAINING FROM ALL BLASPHEMY. BUT BLASPHEMY IS SPEAKING EVIL OF GOOD THINGS. SO USUALLY THE WORD BLASPHEMY IS APPLIED ONLY TO SPEAKING EVIL OF GOD; FOR AS REGARDS MAN THERE IS UNCERTAINTY, BUT GOD IS WITHOUT CONTROVERSY GOOD. IF, THEN, YOU ARE PROVED GUILTY OF SAYING WORSE THINGS OF GOD THAN ANY ONE ELSE SAYS, WHAT BECOMES OF YOUR FAMOUS SYMBOL OF THE MOUTH? THE EVIDENCE IS NOT OBSCURE, BUT CLEAR AND OBVIOUS TO EVERY UNDERSTANDING, AND IRRESISTIBLE, THE MORE SO THAT NO ONE CAN REMAIN IN IGNORANCE OF IT, THAT GOD IS INCORRUPTIBLE, IMMUTABLE, LIABLE TO NO INJURY, TO NO WANT, TO NO WEAKNESS, TO NO MISERY. ALL THIS THE COMMON SENSE OF RATIONAL BEINGS PERCEIVES, AND EVEN YOU ASSENT WHEN YOU HEAR IT. 
21. BUT WHEN YOU BEGIN TO RELATE YOUR FABLES, THAT GOD IS CORRUPTIBLE, AND MUTABLE, AND SUBJECT TO INJURY, AND EXPOSED TO WANT AND WEAKNESS, AND NOT SECURE FROM MISERY, THIS IS WHAT YOU ARE BLIND ENOUGH TO TEACH, AND WHAT SOME ARE BLIND ENOUGH TO BELIEVE. AND THIS IS NOT ALL; FOR, ACCORDING TO YOU, GOD IS NOT ONLY CORRUPTIBLE, BUT CORRUPTED; NOT ONLY CHANGEABLE, BUT CHANGED; NOT ONLY SUBJECT TO INJURY, BUT INJURED; NOT ONLY LIABLE TO WANT, BUT IN WANT; NOT ONLY POSSIBLY, BUT ACTUALLY WEAK; NOT ONLY EXPOSED TO MISERY, BUT MISERABLE. YOU SAY THAT THE SOUL IS GOD, OR A PART OF GOD. I DO NOT SEE HOW IT CAN BE PART OF GOD WITHOUT BEING GOD. A PART OF GOLD IS GOLD; OF SILVER; OF STONE; AND, TO COME TO GREATER THINGS, PART OF EARTH IS EARTH, PART OF WATER IS WATER, AND OF AIR; AND IF YOU TAKE PART FROM FIRE, YOU WILL NOT DENY IT TO BE FIRE; AND PART OF LIGHT CAN BE NOTHING BUT LIGHT. WHY THEN SHOULD PART OF GOD NOT BE GOD? HAS GOD A JOINTED BODY, LIKE MAN AND THE LOWER ANIMALS? FOR PART OF MAN IS NOT MAN. 
22. I WILL DEAL WITH EACH OF THESE OPINIONS SEPARATELY. IF YOU VIEW GOD AS RESEMBLING LIGHT, YOU MUST ADMIT THAT PART OF GOD IS GOD. HENCE, WHEN YOU MAKE THE SOUL PART OF GOD, THOUGH YOU ALLOW IT TO BE CORRUPTED AS BEING FOOLISH, AND CHANGED AS HAVING ONCE BEEN WISE, AND IN WANT AS NEEDING HEALTH, AND FEEBLE AS NEEDING MEDICINE, AND MISERABLE AS DESIRING HAPPINESS, ALL THESE THINGS YOU PROFANELY ATTRIBUTE TO GOD. OR IF YOU DENY THESE THINGS OF THE MIND, IT FOLLOWS THAT THE SPIRIT IS NOT REQUIRED TO LEAD THE SOUL INTO TRUTH, SINCE IT IS NOT IN FOLLY; NOR IS THE SOUL RENEWED BY TRUE RELIGION, SINCE IT DOES NOT NEED RENEWAL; NOR IS IT PERFECTED BY YOUR SYMBOLS, SINCE IT IS ALREADY PERFECT; NOR DOES GOD GIVE IT ASSISTANCE, SINCE IT DOES NOT NEED IT; NOR IS CHRIST ITS PHYSICIAN, SINCE IT IS IN HEALTH; NOR DOES IT REQUIRE THE PROMISE OF HAPPINESS IN ANOTHER LIFE. WAY THEN IS JESUS CALLED THE DELIVERER, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN WORDS IN THE GOSPEL, "IF THE SON SHALL MAKE YOU FREE, YE SHALL BE FREE INDEED?" (1) AND THE APOSTLE PAUL SAYS, "YE HAVE BEEN CALLED TO LIBERTY." (2) THE SOUL, THEN, WHICH HAS NOT ATTAINED THIS LIBERTY IS IN BONDAGE. THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO YOU, GOD, SINCE PART OF GOD IS GOD, IS BOTH CORRUPTED BY FOLLY, AND IS CHANGED BY FALLING, AND IS INJURED BY THE LOSS OF PERFECTION, AND IS IN NEED OF HELP, AND IS WEAKENED BY DISEASE, AND BOWED DOWN WITH MISERY, AND SUBJECT TO DISGRACEFUL BONDAGE. 
23. AGAIN, IF PART OF GOD IS NOT GOD, STILL HE IS NOT INCORRUPT WHEN HIS PART IS CORRUPTED, NOR UNCHANGED WHEN THERE IS CHANGE IN ANY PART, NOR UNINJURED WHEN HE IS NOT PERFECT IN EVERY PART, NOR FREE FROM WANT WHEN HE IS BUSILY ENDEAVORING TO RECOVER PART OF HIMSELF, NOR QUITE WHOLE WHEN HE HAS A WEAK PART, NOR PERFECTLY HAPPY WHEN ANY PART IS SUFFERING MISERY, NOR ENTIRELY FREE WHEN ANY PART IS UNDER BONDAGE. THESE ARE CONCLUSIONS TO WHICH YOU ARE DRIVEN, BECAUSE YOU SAY THAT THE SOUL, WHICH YOU SEE TO BE IN SUCH A CALAMITOUS CONDITION, IS PART OF GOD. IF YOU CAN SUCCEED IN MAKING YOUR SECT ABANDON THESE AND MANY SIMILAR OPINIONS, THEN YOU MAY SPEAK OF YOUR MOUTH BEING FREE FROM BLASPHEMIES. BETTER STILL, LEAVE THE SECT; FOR IF YOU CEASE TO BELIEVE AND TO REPEAT WHAT MANICHAEUS HAS WRITTEN, YOU WILL BE NO LONGER MANICHAEANS. 
24. THAT GOD IS THE SUPREME GOOD, AND THAT THAN WHICH NOTHING CAN BE OR CAN BE CONCEIVED BETTER, WE MUST EITHER UNDERSTAND OR BELIEVE, IF WE WISH TO KEEP CLEAR OF BLASPHEMY. THERE IS A RELATION OF NUMBERS WHICH CANNOT POSSIBLY BE IMPAIRED OR ALTERED, NOR CAN ANY NATURE BY ANY AMOUNT OF VIOLENCE PREVENT THE NUMBER WHICH COMES AFTER ONE FROM BEING THE DOUBLE OF ONE. THIS CAN IN NO WAY BE CHANGED; AND YET YOU REPRESENT GOD AS CHANGEABLE! THIS RELATION PRESERVES ITS INTEGRITY INVIOLABLE; AND YOU WILL NOT ALLOW GOD AN EQUALITY EVEN IN THIS! LET SOME RACE OF DARKNESS TAKE IN THE ABSTRACT THE NUMBER THREE, CONSISTING OF INDIVISIBLE UNITS, AND DIVIDE IT INTO TWO EQUAL PARTS, YOUR, MIND PERCEIVES THAT NO HOSTILITY COULD, EFFECT THIS. AND CAN THAT WHICH IS UNABLE TO INJURE A NUMERICAL RELATION INJURE GOD? IF IT COULD NOT, WHAT POSSIBLE NECESSITY COULD THERE BE FOR A PART OF HIM TO BE MIXED WITH EVIL, AND DRIVEN INTO SUCH MISERIES? 
CHAP. 12. MANICHAEAN SUBTERFUGE
25. FOR THIS GIVES RISE TO THE QUESTION, WHICH USED TO THROW US INTO GREAT PERPLEXITY EVEN WHEN WE WERE YOUR ZEALOUS DISCIPLES, NOR COULD WE FIND ANY ANSWER, WHAT THE RACE OF DARKNESS WOULD HAVE DONE TO GOD, SUPPOSING HE HAD REFUSED TO FIGHT WITH IT AT THE COST OF SUCH CALAMITY TO PART OF HIMSELF. FOR IF GOD WOULD NOT HAVE SUFFERED ANY LOSS BY REMAINING QUIET, WE THOUGHT IT HARD THAT WE HAD BEEN SENT TO ENDURE SO MUCH. AGAIN, IF HE WOULD HAVE SUFFERED, HIS NATURE CANNOT HAVE BEEN [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPTIBLE, AS IT BEHOOVES THE NATURE: OF GOD TO BE. SOMETIMES THE ANSWER WAS, THAT IT WAS NOT FOR THE SAKE OF ESCAPING EVIL OR AVOIDING INJURY, BUT THAT GOD IN HIS NATURAL GOODNESS WISHED TO BESTOW THE BLESSING OF ORDER ON A DISTURBED AND DISORDERED NATURE. THIS IS NOT WHAT WE FIND IN THE MANICHAEAN BOOKS: THERE IT IS CONSTANTLY IMPLIED AND CONSTANTLY ASSERTED THAT GOD GUARDED AGAINST AN INVASION OF HIS ENEMIES. BUT SUPPOSING THIS ANSWER, WHICH WAS GIVEN FROM WANT OF A BETTER, TO REPRESENT THE OPINION OF THE MANICHAEANS, IS GOD, IN THEIR VIEW, VINDICATED FROM THE CHARGE OF CRUELTY OR WEAKNESS? FOR THIS GOODNESS OF HIS TO THE HOSTILE RACE PROVED MOST PERNICIOUS TO HIS OWN SUBJECTS. BESIDES, IF GOD'S NATURE COULD NOT BE CORRUPTED NOR CHANGED, NEITHER COULD ANY DESTRUCTIVE INFLUENCE CORRUPT OR CHANGE US; AND THE ORDER TO BE BESTOWED ON THE RACE OF STRANGERS MIGHT HAVE BEEN BESTOWED WITHOUT ROBBING US OF IT. 
26. SINCE THOSE TIMES, HOWEVER, ANOTHER ANSWER HAS APPEARED WHICH I HEARD RECENTLY AT CARTHAGE. FOR ONE, WHOM I WISH MUCH TO SEE BROUGHT OUT OF THIS ERROR, WHEN REDUCED TO THIS SAME DILEMMA, VENTURED TO SAY THAT THE KINGDOM HAD ITS OWN LIMITS, WHICH MIGHT BE INVADED BY A HOSTILE RACE, THOUGH GOD HIMSELF COULD NOT BE INJURED. BUT THIS IS A REPLY WHICH YOUR FOUNDER WOULD NEVER CONSENT TO GIVE; FOR HE WOULD BE LIKELY TO SEE THAT SUCH AN OPINION WOULD LEAD TO A STILL SPEEDIER DEMOLITION OF HIS HERESY. AND IN FACT ANY ONE OF AVERAGE INTELLECT, WHO HEARS THAT IN THIS NATURE PART IS SUBJECT TO INJURY AND PART NOT, WILL AT ONCE PERCEIVE THAT THIS MAKES NOT TWO BUT THREE NATURES, ONE VIOLABLE, A SECOND INVIOLABLE, AND A THIRD VIOLATING. 
CHAP. 13. ACTIONS TO BE JUDGED OF FROM THEIR MOTIVE, NOT FROM EXTERNALS. MANICHAEAN ABSTINENCE TO BE TRIED BY THIS PRINCIPLE
27. HAVING EVERY DAY IN YOUR MOUTH THESE BLASPHEMIES WHICH COME FROM YOUR HEART, YOU OUGHT NOT TO CONTINUE HOLDING UP THE SYMBOL OF THE MOUTH AS SOMETHING WONDERFUL, TO ENSNARE THE IGNORANT. BUT PERHAPS YOU THINK THE SYMBOL OF THE MOUTH EXCELLENT AND ADMIRABLE BECAUSE YOU DO NOT EAT FLESH OR DRINK WINE. BUT WHAT IS YOUR END IN THIS? FOR ACCORDING AS THE END, WE HAVE IN VIEW IN OUR ACTIONS, ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH WE DO WHATEVER WE DO, IS NOT ONLY NOT CULPABLE BUT ALSO PRAISEWORTHY, SO ONLY CAN OUR ACTIONS MERIT ANY PRAISE. IF THE END WE HAVE REGARD TO IN ANY PERFORMANCE IS UNLAWFUL AND BLAMEWORTHY, THE PERFORMANCE ITSELF WILL BE UNHESITATINGLY CONDEMNED AS IMPROPER. 
28. WE ARE TOLD OF CATILINE THAT HE COULD BEAR COLD, THIRST, AND HUNGER. (1) THIS THE VILE MISCREANT HAD IN COMMON WITH OUR APOSTLES. WHAT THEN DISTINGUISHES THE PARRICIDE FROM OUR APOSTLES BUT THE PRECISELY OPPOSITE END WHICH HE FOLLOWED? HE BORE THESE THINGS IN ORDER TO GRATIFY HIS FIERCE AND UNGOVERNED PASSIONS; THEY, ON THE OTHER HAND, IN ORDER TO RESTRAIN THESE PASSIONS AND SUBDUE THEM TO REASON. YOU OFTEN SAY, WHEN YOU ARE TOLD OF THE GREAT NUMBER OF CATHOLIC VIRGINS, A SHE-MULE IS A VIRGIN. THIS, INDEED, IS SAID IN IGNORANCE OF THE CATHOLIC SYSTEM, AND IS NOT APPLICABLE. STILL, WHAT YOU MEAN IS THAT THIS CONTINENCE IS WORTHLESS UNLESS IT LEADS, ON RIGHT PRINCIPLES, TO AN END OF HIGH EXCELLENCE. CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS MIGHT ALSO COMPARE YOUR ABSTINENCE FROM WINE AND FLESH TO THAT OF CATTLE AND MANY SMALL BIRDS, AS LIKEWISE OF COUNTLESS SORTS OF WORMS. BUT, NOT TO BE IMPERTINENT LIKE YOU, I WILL NOT MAKE THIS COMPARISON PREMATURELY, BUT WILL FIRST EXAMINE YOUR END IN WHAT YOU DO. FOR I SUPPOSE I MAY SAFELY TAKE IT AS AGREED ON, THAT IN SUCH CUSTOMS THE END IS THE THING TO LOOK TO. THEREFORE, IF YOUR END IS TO BE FRUGAL AND TO RESTRAIN THE APPETITE WHICH FINDS GRATIFICATION IN EATING AND DRINKING, I ASSENT AND APPROVE. BUT THIS IS NOT THE CASE. 
29. SUPPOSE, WHAT IS QUITE POSSIBLE, THAT THERE IS ONE SO FRUGAL AND SPARING IN HIS DIET, THAT, INSTEAD OF GRATIFYING HIS APPETITE OR HIS PALATE, HE REFRAINS FROM EATING TWICE IN ONE DAY, AND AT SUPPER TAKES A LITTLE CABBAGE MOISTENED AND SEASONED WITH LARD, JUST ENOUGH TO KEEP DOWN HUNGER; AND QUENCHES HIS THIRST, FROM REGARD TO HIS HEALTH, WITH TWO OR THREE DRAUGHTS OF PURE WINE; AND THIS IS HIS REGULAR DIET: WHEREAS ANOTHER OF DIFFERENT HABITS NEVER TAKES FLESH OR WINE, BUT MAKES AN AGREEABLE REPAST AT TWO O'CLOCK ON RARE AND FOREIGN VEGETABLES, VARIED WITH A NUMBER OF COURSES, AND WELL SPRINKLED WITH PEPPER, AND SUPS IN THE SLIME STYLE TOWARDS NIGHT; AND DRINKS HONEY- VINEGAR, MEAD, RAISIN-WINE, AND THE JUICES OF VARIOUS FRUITS, NO BAD IMITATION OF WINE, AND EVEN SURPASSING IT IN SWEETNESS; AND DRINKS NOT FOR THIRST BUT FOR PLEASURE; AND MAKES THIS PROVISION FOR HIMSELF DAILY, AND FEASTS IN THIS SUMPTUOUS STYLE, NOT BECAUSE HE REQUIRES IT, BUT ONLY GRATIFYING HIS TASTE;--WHICH OF THESE TWO DO YOU REGARD AS LIVING MOST ABSTEMIOUSLY IN FOOD AND DRINK? YOU CANNOT SURELY BE SO BLIND AS NOT TO PUT THE MAN OF THE LITTLE LARD AND WINE ABOVE THIS GLUTTON! 
30. THIS IS THE TRUE VIEW; BUT YOUR DOCTRINE SOUNDS VERY DIFFERENTLY. FOR ONE OF YOUR, ELECT DISTINGUISHED BY THE THREE SYMBOLS MAY LIVE LIKE THE SECOND PERSON IN THIS DESCRIPTION, AND THOUGH HE MAY BE REPROVED BY ONE OR TWO OF THE MORE SEDATE, HE CANNOT BE CONDEMNED AS ABUSING THE SYMBOLS. BUT SHOULD HE SUP WITH THE OTHER PERSON, AND MOISTEN HIS LIPS WITH A MORSEL OF RANCID BACON, OR REFRESH THEM WITH A DRINK OF SPOILT WINE, HE IS PRONOUNCED A TRANSGRESSOR OF THE SYMBOL, AND BY THE JUDGMENT OF YOUR FOUNDER IS CONSIGNED TO HELL, WHILE YOU, THOUGH WONDERING, MUST ASSENT. WILL YOU NOT DISCARD THESE ERRORS? WILL YOU NOT LISTEN TO REASON? WILL YOU NOT OFFER SOME LITTLE RESISTANCE TO THE FORCE OF HABIT? IS NOT SUCH DOCTRINE MOST UNREASONABLE? IS IT NOT INSANITY? IS IT NOT THE GREATEST ABSURDITY THAT ONE, WHO STUFFS AND LOADS HIS STOMACH EVERY DAY TO GRATIFY HIS APPETITE WITH MUSHROOMS, RICE, TRUFFLES, CAKE, MEAD, PEPPER, AND ASSAFOETIDA, AND WHO FARES THUS EVERY DAY, CANNOT BE CONVICTED OF TRANSGRESSING THE THREE SYMBOLS, THAT IS, THE RULE OF SANCTITY; WHEREAS ANOTHER, WHO SEASONS HIS DISH OF THE COMMONEST HERBS WITH SOME SMOKY MORSEL OF MEAT, AND TAKES ONLY SO MUCH OF THIS AS IS NEEDED FOR THE REFRESHMENT OF HIS BODY, AND DRINKS THREE CUPS OF WINE FOR THE SAKE OF KEEPING IN HEALTH, SHOULD, FOR EXCHANGING THE FORMER DIET FOR THIS, BE DOOMED TO CERTAIN PUNISHMENT? 
CHAP. 14. THREE GOOD REASONS FOR ABSTAINING FROM CERTAIN KINDS OF FOOD
31. BUT, YOU REPLY, THE APOSTLE SAYS, "IT IS GOOD, BRETHREN, NEITHER TO EAT FLESH, NOR TO DRINK WINE." (1) NO ONE DENIES THAT THIS IS GOOD, PROVIDED THAT IT IS FOR THE END ALREADY MENTIONED, OF WHICH IT IS SAID," MAKE NOT PROVISION FOR THE FLESH TO FULFILL THE LUSTS THEREOF;" (2) OR FOR THE ENDS POINTED OUT BY THE APOSTLE, NAMELY, EITHER TO CHECK THE APPETITE, WHICH IS APT TO GO TO A MORE WILD AND UNCONTROLLABLE EXCESS IN THESE THINGS THAN IN OTHERS, OR LEST A BROTHER SHOULD BE OFFENDED, OR LEST THE WEAK SHOULD HOLD FELLOWSHIP WITH AN IDOL. FOR AT THE TIME WHEN THE APOSTLE WROTE, THE FLESH OF SACRIFICES WAS OFTEN SOLD IN THE MARKET. AND BECAUSE WINE, TOO, WAS USED IN LIBATIONS TO THE GODS OF THE GENTILES, MANY WEAKER BRETHREN, ACCUSTOMED TO PURCHASE SUCH THINGS, PREFERRED TO ABSTAIN ENTIRELY FROM FLESH AND WINE RATHER THAN RUN THE RISK OF HAVING FELLOWSHIP, AS THEY CONSIDERED IT, WITH IDOLS, EVEN IGNORANTLY. AND, FOR THEIR SAKES, EVEN THOSE WHO WERE STRONGER, AND HAD FAITH ENOUGH TO SEE THE INSIGNIFICANCE OF THESE THINGS, KNOWING THAT NOTHING IS UNCLEAN EXCEPT FROM AN EVIL CONSCIENCE, AND HOLDING BY THE SAYING OF THE LORD, "NOT THAT WHICH ENTERS INTO YOUR MOUTH DEFILES YOU, BUT THAT WHICH COMETH OUT OF IT," (3) STILL, LEST THESE WEAKER BRETHREN SHOULD STUMBLE, WERE BOUND TO ABSTAIN FROM THESE THINGS. AND THIS IS NOT A MERE THEORY, BUT IS CLEARLY TAUGHT IN THE EPISTLES OF THE APOSTLE HIMSELF. FOR YOU ARE IN THE HABIT OF QUOTING ONLY THE WORDS, "IT IS GOOD, BRETHREN, NEITHER TO EAT FLESH, NOR TO DRINK WINE," WITHOUT ADDING WHAT FOLLOWS, "NOR ANYTHING WHEREBY THY BROTHER STUMBLES, OR IS OFFENDED OR IS MADE WEAK." THESE WORDS SHOW THE INTENTION OF THE APOSTLE IN GIVING THE ADMONITION. 
32. THIS IS EVIDENT FROM THE PRECEDING AND SUCCEEDING CONTEXT. THE PASSAGE IS A LONG ONE TO QUOTE, BUT FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO ARE INDOLENT IN READING AND SEARCHING THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, WE MUST GIVE THE WHOLE OF IT. "HIM THAT IS WEAK IN THE FAITH," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "RECEIVE YE, BUT NOT TO DOUBTFUL DISPUTATIONS. FOR ONE BELIEVETH THAT HE MAY EAT ALL THINGS: ANOTHER, WHO IS WEAK, EATS HERBS. LET NOT HIM THAT EATS DESPISE HIM THAT EATS NOT; AND LET NOT HIM THAT EATS NOT JUDGE HIM THAT EATS, FOR GOD HATH RECEIVED HIM. WHO ART THOU THAT JUDGE ANOTHER MAN'S SERVANT? TO HIS OWN MASTER HE STANDS OR FALLS; YEA, HE SHALL BE HOLDEN UP: FOR GOD IS ABLE TO MAKE HIM STAND. ONE MAN, ESTEEMS ONE DAY ABOVE ANOTHER; ANOTHER ESTEEMS EVERY DAY ALIKE. LET EVERY MAN BE FULLY PERSUADED IN HIS OWN MIND. HE THAT REGARDS THE DAY, REGARDS IT TO THE LORD. HE THAT EATS, EATS TO THE LORD, FOR HE GIVETH GOD THANKS; AND HE THAT EATS NOT, TO THE LORD HE EATS NOT, AND GIVETH GOD THANKS. FOR NONE OF US LIVES TO HIMSELF, AND NO MAN DIES TO HIMSELF. FOR WHETHER WE LIVE, WE LIVE UNTO THE LORD; AND WHETHER WE DIE, WE DIE UNTO THE LORD: WHETHER WE LIVE, THEREFORE, OR DIE, WE ARE THE LORD'S. FOR TO THIS END CHRIST BOTH LIVED, AND DIED AND ROSE AGAIN, THAT HE MIGHT BE LORD BOTH OF THE DEAD AND LIVING. BUT WHY DOST THOU JUDGE THY BROTHER? OR WHY DOST THOU SET AT NAUGHT THY BROTHER? FOR WE SHALL ALL STAND BEFORE THE JUDGMENT- SEAT OF GOD. FOR IT IS WRITTEN, AS I LIVE, SAITH THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL CONFESS TO GOD. (1) SO, THEN EVERY ONE OF US SHALL GIVE ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF TO GOD. LET US NOT, THEREFORE, JUDGE ONE ANOTHER ANY MORE: BUT JUDGE THIS RATHER, THAT NO MAN PUT A STUMBLING- BLOCK, OR OCCASION TO FALL, IN HIS BROTHER'S WAY. I KNOW, AND AM PERSUADED IN THE LORD JESUS, THAT THERE IS NOTHING COMMON OF ITSELF: BUT TO HIM THAT ESTEEMS ANYTHING TO BE COMMON, TO HIM IT IS COMMON. BUT IF THY BROTHER BE GRIEVED WITH THY MEAT, NOW WALK THOU NOT CHARITABLY. DESTROY NOT HIM WITH THY MEAT, FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED. LET NOT THEN OUR GOOD BE EVIL SPOKEN OF. FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS NOT MEAT AND DRINK; BUT RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND PEACE, AND JOY IN THE HOLY GHOST. FOR HE WHO IN THIS SERVES CHRIST IS ACCEPTABLE TO GOD, AND APPROVED OF MEN. LET US THEREFORE FOLLOW AFTER THE THINGS WHICH MAKE FOR PEACE, AND THINGS WHEREBY ONE MAY EDIFY ANOTHER. FOR MEAT DESTROYS NOT THE WORK OF GOD. ALL THINGS INDEED ARE PURE; BUT IT IS EVIL FOR THAT MAN WHO EATS WITH OFFENSE. IT IS GOOD NEITHER TO EAT FLESH, NOR TO DRINK WINE, NOR ANYTHING WHEREBY THY BROTHER STUMBLES, OR IS OFFENDED, OR IS MADE WEAK. HAST THOU FAITH? HAVE IT TO THYSELF BEFORE GOD. HAPPY IS HE WHO CONDEMNS [DAMNS] NOT HIMSELF IN THAT THING WHICH HE ALLOWS. AND HE THAT DISTINGUISHES IS DAMNED IF HE EATS, BECAUSE HE EATS NOT OF FAITH: FOR WHATSOEVER IS NOT OF FAITH IS SIN. WE THEN THAT ARE STRONG OUGHT TO BEAR THE INFIRMITIES OF THE WEAK, AND NOT TO PLEASE OURSELVES. LET EVERY ONE OF US PLEASE HIS NEIGHBOR FOR HIS GOOD TO EDIFICATION. FOR EVEN CHRIST PLEASED NOT HIMSELF." (2) 
33. IS IT NOT CLEAR THAT WHAT THE APOSTLE REQUIRED WAS, THAT THE STRONGER SHOULD NOT EAT FLESH NOR DRINK WINE, BECAUSE THEY GAVE OFFENSE TO THE WEAK BY NOT GOING ALONG WITH THEM, AND MADE THEM THINK THAT THOSE WHO IN FAITH JUDGED ALL THINGS TO BE PURE, DID HOMAGE TO IDOLS IN NOT ABSTAINING FROM THAT KIND OF FOOD AND DRINK? THIS IS ALSO SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE OF THE EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS: "AS CONCERNING, THEREFORE, THE EATING OF THOSE THINGS THAT ARE OFFERED IN SACRIFICE UNTO IDOLS, WE KNOW THAT AN IDOL IS NOTHING IN THE WORLD, AND THAT THERE IS NONE OTHER GOD BUT ONE. FOR THOUGH THERE BE THAT ARE CALLED GODS, WHETHER IN HEAVEN OR IN EARTH, BUT TO US THERE IS BUT ONE GOD, THE FATHER, OF WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, AND WE IN HIM; AND ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, AND WE BY HIM. HOWBEIT THERE IS NOT IN EVERY MAN THAT KNOWLEDGE: FOR SOME, WITH CONSCIENCE OF THE IDOL UNTO THIS HOUR, EAT IT AS A THING OFFERED TO AN IDOL; AND THEIR CONSCIENCE BEING WEAK IS DEFILED. BUT MEAT COMMENDS US NOT TO GOD: FOR NEITHER, IF WE EAT, SHALL WE ABOUND; NEITHER, IF WE EAT NOT, SHALL WE SUFFER WANT. BUT TAKE HEED, LEST BY ANY MEANS THIS LIBERTY OF YOURS BECOME A STUMBLING-BLOCK TO THEM THAT ARE WEAK. FOR IF ANY MAN, SEE ONE WHO HAS KNOWLEDGE SIT AT MEAT IN THE IDOL'S TEMPLE, SHALL NOT HIS CONSCIENCE BEING WEAK BE EMBOLDENED TO EAT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE OFFERED TO IDOLS; AND THROUGH THY KNOWLEDGE SHALL THE WEAK BROTHER PERISH, FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED? BUT WHEN YE SIN SO AGAINST THE BRETHREN, AND WOUND THEIR WEAK CONSCIENCE, YE SIN AGAINST CHRIST. WHEREFORE, IF MEAT MAKE MY BROTHER TO OFFEND, I WILL EAT NO FLESH FOREVER, LEST I MAKE MY BROTHER TO OFFEND." (3) 
34. AGAIN, IN ANOTHER PLACE: "WHAT SAY I THEN? THAT THE IDOL IS ANYTHING? OR THAT WHICH IS OFFERED IN SACRIFICE TO IDOLS IS ANYTHING? BUT THE THINGS WHICH THE GENTILES SACRIFICE THEY SACRIFICE TO DEVILS, AND NOT TO GOD: AND I WOULD NOT THAT YE SHOULD HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH DEVILS. YE CANNOT DRINK THE [SEXLESS] CUP OF THE LORD, AND THE [SEXUAL] CUP OF DEVILS: YE CANNOT BE PARTAKERS OF THE LORD'S [SEXLESS] TABLE AND OF THE [SEXUAL] TABLE OF DEVILS. DO WE PROVOKE THE LORD TO JEALOUSY? ARE WE STRONGER THAN HE? ALL THINGS ARE LAWFUL FOR ME, BUT ALL THINGS ARE NOT EXPEDIENT: ALL THINGS ARE LAWFUL FOR ME, BUT ALL THINGS EDIFY NOT. LET NO MAN SEEK HIS OWN, BUT EVERY MAN WHAT IS ANOTHER'S. WHATSOEVER IS SOLD IN THE SHAMBLES, THAT EAT, ASKING NO QUESTION FOR CONSCIENCE SAKE. BUT IF ANY MAN, SAY UNTO YOU, THIS, IS OFFERED IN SACRIFICE UNTO IDOLS, EAT NOT FOR HIS SAKE THAT SHOWS IT, AND FOR CONSCIENCE SAKE: CONSCIENCE, I SAY, NOT THINE OWN, BUT ANOTHER'S: FOR WHY IS MY LIBERTY JUDGED OF ANOTHER MAN'S CONSCIENCE? FOR IF I BE A PARTAKER WITH THANKSGIVING, WHY AM I EVIL SPOKEN OF FOR THAT FOR WHICH I GIVE THANKS? WHETHER, THEREFORE, YE EAT OR DRINK, OR WHATSOEVER YE DO, DO ALL TO THE GLORY OF GOD. GIVE NONE OFFENCE, NEITHER TO THE JEWS, NOR TO THE GREEKS, NOR TO THE CHURCH OF GOD: EVEN AS I PLEASE ALL MEN IN ALL THINGS NOT SEEKING MINE OWN PROFIT, BUT THE PROFIT OF MANY THAT THEY MAY BE SAVED. BE YE FOLLOWERS OF ME, EVEN AS I ALSO AM OF CHRIST." (1) 
35. IT IS CLEAR, THEN, I THINK, FOR WHAT END WE SHOULD ABSTAIN FROM FLESH AND WINE. THE END IS THREEFOLD: TO CHECK INDULGENCE, WHICH IS MOSTLY PRACTICED IN THIS SORT OF FOOD, AND IN THIS KIND OF DRINK GOES THE LENGTH OF INTOXICATION; TO PROTECT WEAKNESS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE SACRIFICED AND OFFERED IN LIBATION; AND, WHAT IS MOST PRAISEWORTHY OF ALL, FROM LOVE, NOT TO OFFEND THE WEAKNESS OF THOSE MORE-FEEBLE THAN OURSELVES, WHO ABSTAIN FROM THESE THINGS. YOU, AGAIN, CONSIDER A MORSEL OF MEAT UNCLEAN; WHEREAS THE APOSTLE SAYS THAT ALL THINGS ARE CLEAN, BUT THAT IT IS EVIL TO HIM THAT EATS WITH OFFENCE. AND NO DOUBT YOU ARE DEFILED BY SUCH FOOD, SIMPLY BECAUSE YOU THINK IT UNCLEAN. FOR THE APOSTLE SAYS, "I KNOW, AND AM PERSUADED BY THE LORD JESUS, THAT THERE IS NOTHING COMMON OF ITSELF: BUT TO HIM THAT ESTEEMS ANYTHING COMMON, TO HIM IT IS COMMON." AND EVERY ONE CAN SEE THAT BY COMMON HE MEANS UNCLEAN AND DEFILED. BUT IT IS FOLLY TO DISCUSS PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE WITH YOU; FOR YOU BOTH MISLEAD PEOPLE BY PROMISING TO PROVE YOUR DOCTRINES, AND THOSE BOOKS WHICH POSSESS AUTHORITY TO DEMAND OUR HOMAGE YOU AFFIRM TO BE CORRUPTED BY SPURIOUS INTERPOLATIONS. PROVE THEN TO ME YOUR DOCTRINE THAT FLESH DEFILES THE EATER, WHEN IT IS TAKEN WITHOUT OFFENDING ANY ONE, WITHOUT ANY WEAK NOTIONS. AND WITHOUT ANY EXCESS. (2) 
CHAP. 15. WHY THE MANICHAEANS PROHIBIT THE USE OF FLESH
36. IT IS WORTH WHILE TO TAKE NOTE OF THE WHOLE REASON FOR THEIR SUPERSTITIOUS ABSTINENCE, WHICH IS GIVEN AS FOLLOWS:--SINCE, WE ARE TOLD, THE MEMBER OF GOD HAS BEEN MIXED WITH THE SUBSTANCE OF EVIL, TO REPRESS IT AND TO KEEP IT FROM EXCESSIVE FEROCITY,--FOR THAT IS WHAT YOU SAY,--THE WORLD IS MADE UP OF BOTH NATURES, OF GOOD AND EVIL, MIXED TOGETHER. BUT THIS PART OF GOD IS DAILY BEING SET FREE IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD, AND RESTORED TO ITS OWN DOMAIN. BUT IN ITS PASSAGE UPWARDS AS VAPOR FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN, IT ENTERS PLANTS, BECAUSE THEIR ROOTS ARE FIXED IN THE EARTH, AND SO GIVES FERTILITY AND STRENGTH TO ALL HERBS AND SHRUBS. FROM THESE ANIMALS GET THEIR FOOD, AND, WHERE THERE IS SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, FETTER IN THE FLESH THE MEMBER OF GOD, AND, TURNING IT FROM ITS PROPER COURSE, THEY COME IN THE WAY AND ENTANGLE IT IN ERRORS AND TROUBLES [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. SO THEN, IF FOOD CONSISTING OF VEGETABLES AND FRUITS COMES TO THE SAINTS, THAT IS, TO THE MANICHAEANS BY MEANS OF THEIR CHASTITY, AND PRAYERS, AND PSALMS, WHATEVER IN IT IS EXCELLENT AND DIVINE IS PURIFIED, AND SO IS ENTIRELY PERFECTED, IN ORDER TO RESTORATION, FREE FROM ALL HINDRANCE, TO ITS OWN DOMAIN. HENCE YOU FORBID PEOPLE TO GIVE BREAD OR VEGETABLES, OR EVEN WATER, WHICH WOULD COST NOBODY ANYTHING, TO A BEGGAR, IF HE IS NOT A MANICHAEAN, LEST HE SHOULD DEFILE THE MEMBER OF GOD BY HIS SINS, AND OBSTRUCT ITS RETURN. 
37. FLESH, YOU SAY, IS MADE UP OF POLLUTION ITSELF. FOR, ACCORDING TO YOU, SOME PORTION OF THAT DIVINE PART ESCAPES IN THE EATING OF VEGETABLES AND FRUITS: IT ESCAPES WHILE THEY UNDERGO THE INFLICTION OF RUBBING, GRINDING, OR COOKING, AS ALSO OF BITING OR CHEWING. IT ESCAPES, TOO, IN ALL MOTIONS OF ANIMALS, IN THE CARRIAGE OF BURDENS, IN EXERCISE, IN TOIL, OR IN ANY SORT OF ACTION. IT ESCAPES, TOO, IN OUR REST, WHEN DIGESTION IS GOING ON IN THE BODY BY MEANS OF INTERNAL HEAT. AND AS THE DIVINE NATURE ESCAPES IN ALL THESE WAYS, SOME VERY UNCLEAN DREGS REMAIN, FROM WHICH, IN SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, FLESH IS FORMED. THESE DREGS, HOWEVER, FLY OFF, IN THE MOTIONS ABOVE MENTIONED, ALONG WITH WHAT IS GOOD IN THE SOUL; FOR THOUGH IT IS MOSTLY, IT IS NOT ENTIRELY GOOD. SO, WHEN THE SOUL HAS LEFT THE FLESH, THE DREGS ARE UTTERLY FILTHY, AND THE SOUL OF THOSE WHO EAT FLESH IS DEFILED. 
CHAP. 16. DISCLOSURE OF THE MONSTROUS TENETS OF THE MANICHAEANS
38. O THE OBSCURITY OF THE NATURE OF THINGS HOW HARD TO EXPOSE FALSEHOOD! WHO THAT HEARS THESE THINGS, IF HE IS ONE WHO HAS NOT LEARNED THE CAUSES OF THINGS, AND WHO, NOT YET ILLUMINATED BY ANY RAY OF TRUTH, IS DECEIVED BY MATERIAL IMAGES, WOULD NOT THINK THEM TRUE, PRECISELY BECAUSE THE THINGS SPOKEN OF ARE INVISIBLE, AND ARE PRESENTED TO THE MIND UNDER THE FORM OF VISIBLE THINGS, AND CAN BE ELOQUENTLY EXPRESSED? MEN OF THIS DESCRIPTION EXIST IN NUMBERS AND IN DROVES, WHO ARE KEPT FROM BEING LED AWAY INTO THESE ERRORS MORE BY A FEAR GROUNDED ON RELIGIOUS FEELING THAN BY REASON. I WILL THEREFORE ENDEAVOR, AS GOD MAY PLEASE TO ENABLE ME, SO TO REFUTE THESE ERRORS, AS THAT THEIR FALSEHOOD AND ABSURDITY WILL BE MANIFEST NOT ONLY IN THE JUDGMENT OF THE WISE, WHO REJECT THEM ON HEARING THEM, BUT ALSO TO THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE MULTITUDE. 
39. TELL ME THEN, FIRST, WHERE YOU GET THE DOCTRINE THAT PART OF GOD, AS YOU CALL IT, EXISTS IN CORN, BEANS, CABBAGE, AND FLOWERS AND FRUITS. FROM THE BEAUTY OF THE COLOR, SAY THEY, AND THE SWEETNESS OF THE TASTE; THIS IS EVIDENT; AND AS THESE ARE NOT FOUND IN ROTTEN SUBSTANCES, WE LEARN THAT THEIR GOOD HAS BEEN TAKEN FROM THEM. ARE THEY NOT ASHAMED TO ATTRIBUTE THE FINDING OF GOD TO THE NOSE AND THE PALATE? BUT I PASS FROM THIS. FOR I WILL SPEAK, USING WORDS IN THEIR PROPER SENSE; AND, AS THE SAYING IS, THIS IS NOT SO EASY IN SPEAKING TO YOU. LET US SEE RATHER WHAT SORT OF MIND IS REQUIRED TO UNDERSTAND THIS; HOW, IF THE PRESENCE OF GOOD IN BODIES IS SHOWN BY THEIR COLOR, THE DUNG OF ANIMALS, THE REFUSE OF FLESH ITSELF, HAS ALL KINDS OF BRIGHT COLORS, SOMETIMES WHITE, OFTEN GOLDEN; AND SO ON, THOUGH THESE ARE WHAT YOU TAKE IN FRUITS AND FLOWERS AS PROOFS OF THE PRESENCE AND INDWELLING OF GOD. WHY IS IT THAT IN A ROSE YOU HOLD THE RED COLOR TO BE AN INDICATION OF AN ABUNDANCE OF GOOD, WHILE THE SAME COLOR IN BLOOD YOU CONDEMN? WHY DO YOU REGARD WITH PLEASURE IN A VIOLET THE SAME COLOR WHICH YOU TURN AWAY FROM IN CASES OF CHOLERA, OR OF PEOPLE WITH JAUNDICE, OR IN THE EXCREMENT OF INFANTS? WHY DO YOU BELIEVE THE LIGHT, SHINING APPEARANCE OF OIL TO BE A SIGN OF A PLENTIFUL ADMIXTURE OF GOOD, WHICH YOU READILY SET ABOUT PURIFYING BY TAKING THE OIL INTO YOUR THROATS AND STOMACHS, WHILE YOU ARE AFRAID TO TOUCH YOUR LIPS WITH A DROP OF FAT, THOUGH IT HAS THE SAME SHINING APPEARANCE AS OIL? WHY DO YOU LOOK UPON A YELLOW MELON AS PART OF THE TREASURES OF GOD, AND NOT RANCID BACON FAT OR THE YOLK OF AN EGG? WHY DO YOU THINK THAT WHITENESS IN A LETTUCE PROCLAIMS GOD, AND NOT IN MILK? SO MUCH FOR COLORS, AS REGARDS WHICH (TO MENTION NOTHING ELSE) YOU CANNOT COMPARE ANY FLOWER-CLAD MEADOW WITH THE WINGS AND FEATHERS OF A SINGLE PEACOCK, THOUGH THESE ARE OF FLESH AND OF FLESHLY ORIGIN. 
40. AGAIN, IF THIS GOOD IS DISCOVERED ALSO BY SMELL, PERFUMES OF EXCELLENT SMELL ARE MADE FROM THE FLESH OF SOME ANIMALS. AND THE SMELL OF FOOD, WHEN COOKED ALONG WITH FLESH OF DELICATE FLAVOR, IS BETTER THAN IF COOKED WITHOUT IT. ONCE MORE, IF YOU THINK THAT THE THINGS THAT HAVE A BETTER SMELL THAN OTHERS ARE THEREFORE CLEANER, THERE IS A KIND OF MUD WHICH YOU OUGHT TO TAKE TO YOUR MEALS INSTEAD OF WATER FROM THE CISTERN; FOR DRY EARTH MOISTENED WITH RAIN HAS AN ODOR MOST AGREEABLE TO THE SENSE, AND THIS SORT OF MUD HAS A BETTER SMELL THAN RAIN-WATER TAKEN BY ITSELF. BUT IF WE MUST HAVE THE AUTHORITY OF TASTE TO J PROVE THE PRESENCE IN ANY OBJECT OF PART OF GOD, HE MUST DWELL IN DATES AND HONEY MORE THAN IN PORK, BUT MORE IN PORK THAN IN BEANS. I GRANT THAT HE DWELLS MORE IN A FIG THAN IN A LIVER; BUT THEN YOU MUST ALLOW THAT HE IS MORE IN LIVER THAN IN BEET. AND, ON THIS PRINCIPLE, MUST YOU NOT CONFESS THAT SOME PLANTS, WHICH NONE OF YOU CAN DOUBT TO BE CLEANER THAN FLESH, RECEIVE GOD FROM THIS VERY FLESH, IF WE ARE TO THINK OF GOD AS MIXED WITH THE FLAVOR? FOR BOTH CABBAGES TASTE BETTER WHEN COOKED ALONG WITH FLESH; AND, WHILE WE CANNOT RELISH THE PLANTS ON WHICH CATTLE FEED, WHEN THESE ARE TURNED INTO, MILK WE THINK THEM IMPROVED IN COLOR, AND FIND THEM VERY AGREEABLE TO THE TASTE. 
41. OR MUST WE THINK THAT GOOD IS TO BE FOUND IN GREATER QUANTITY WHERE THE THREE GOOD QUALITIES--A GOOD COLOR, AND SMELL, AND TASTE--ARE FOUND TOGETHER? THEN YOU MUST NOT ADMIRE AND PRAISE FLOWERS SO MUCH, AS YON CANNOT ADMIT THEM TO BE TRIED AT THE TRIBUNAL OF THE PALATE. AT LEAST YOU MUST NOT PREFER PURSLAIN TO FLESH, SINCE FLESH WHEN COOKED IS SUPERIOR IN COLOR, SMELL, AND TASTE. A YOUNG PIG ROASTED (FOR YOUR IDEAS ON THIS SUBJECT FORCE US TO DISCUSS GOOD AND EVIL WITH YOU AS IF YOU WERE COOKS AND CONFECTIONERS, INSTEAD OF MEN OF READING OR LITERARY TASTE) IS BRIGHT IN COLOR, AND AGREEABLE IN SMELL, AND PLEASANT IN TASTE. HERE IS A PERFECT EVIDENCE OF THE PRESENCE OF THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE. YOU ARE INVITED BY THIS THREEFOLD TESTIMONY, AND CALLED ON TO PURIFY THIS SUBSTANCE BY YOUR SANCTITY. MAKE THE ATTACK. WHY DO YOU HOLD BACK? WHAT OBJECTION HAVE YOU TO MAKE. IN COLOR, ALONE THE EXCREMENT OF AN INFANT SURPASSES LENTILS; IN SMELL, ALONE A ROAST MORSEL SURPASSES A SOFT GREEN FIG; IN TASTE, ALONE A KID WHEN SLAUGHTERED SURPASSES THE PLANT WHICH IT FED ON WHEN ALIVE: AND WE HAVE FOUND A KIND OF FLESH IN FLAVOR OF WHICH ALL THREE GIVE EVIDENCE. WHAT MORE DO YOU REQUIRE? WHAT REPLY WILL YOU MAKE? WHY SHOULD EATING MEAT MAKE YOU UNCLEAN, IF USING SUCH MONSTROSITIES IN DISCUSSION DOES NOT? AND, ABOVE ALL, THE RAYS OF THE SUN, WHICH YOU SURELY THINK MORE OF THAN ALL ANIMAL OR VEGETABLE FOOD, HAVE NO SMELL OR TASTE, AND ARE REMARKABLE AMONG OTHER SUBSTANCES ONLY BY THEIR EMINENTLY BRIGHT COLOR; WHICH IS A LOUD CALL TO YOU, AND AN OBLIGATION, IN SPITE OF YOURSELVES, TO PLACE NOTHING HIGHER THAN A BRIGHT COLOR AMONG THE EVIDENCES OF AN ADMIXTURE OF GOOD. 
42. THUS YOU ARE FORCED INTO THIS DIFFICULTY, THAT YOU MUST ACKNOWLEDGE THE PART OF GOD AS DWELLING MORE IN BLOOD, AND IN THE FILTHY BUT BRIGHT-COLORED ANIMAL REFUSE WHICH IS THROWN OUT IN THE STREETS, THAN IN THE PALE LEAVES OF THE OLIVE. IF YOU REPLY, AS YOU ACTUALLY DO, THAT OLIVE LEAVES WHEN BURNT GIVE OUT A FLAME, WHICH PROVES THE PRESENCE OF LIGHT, WHILE FLESH WHEN BURNT DOES NOT, WHAT WILL YOU SAY OF OIL, WHICH LIGHTS NEARLY ALL THE LAMPS IN ITALY? WHAT OF COW DUNG (WHICH SURELY IS MORE UNCLEAN THAN THE FLESH), WHICH PEASANTS USE WHEN DRY AS FUEL, SO THAT THE FIRE IS ALWAYS AT HAND, AND THE LIBERATION OF THE SMOKE IS ALWAYS GOING ON? AND IF BRIGHTNESS AND LUSTER PROVE A GREATER PRESENCE OF THE DIVINE PART, WHY DO YOU YOURSELVES NOT PURIFY IT, WHY NOT APPROPRIATE IT, WHY NOT LIBERATE IT? FOR IT IS FOUND CHIEFLY IN FLOWERS, NOT TO SPEAK OF BLOOD AND COUNTLESS THINGS ALMOST THE SAME AS BLOOD IN FLESH OR COMING FROM IT, AND YET YOU CANNOT FEED ON FLOWERS. AND EVEN IF YOU WERE TO EAT FLESH, YOU WOULD CERTAINLY NOT TAKE WITH YOUR GRUEL THE SCALES OF FISH, OR SOME WORMS AND FLIES, THOUGH THESE ALL SHINE WITH A LIGHT OF THEIR OWN IN THE DARK. 
43. WHAT THEN REMAINS, BUT THAT YOU SHOULD CEASE SAYING THAT YOU HAVE IN YOUR EYES, NOSE, AND PALATE SUFFICIENT MEANS OF TESTING THE PRESENCE OF THE DIVINE PART IN MATERIAL OBJECTS? AND, WITHOUT THESE MEANS, HOW CAN YOU TELL NOT ONLY THAT THERE IS A GREATER PART OF GOD IN PLANTS THAN IN FLESH, BUT THAT THERE IS ANY PART IN PLANTS AT ALL? ARE YOU LED TO THINK THIS BY THEIR BEAUTY--NOT THE BEAUTY OF AGREEABLE COLOR, BUT THAT OF AGREEMENT OF PARTS? AN EXCELLENT REASON, IN MY OPINION. FOR YOU WILL NEVER BE SO BOLD AS TO COMPARE TWISTED PIECES OF WOOD WITH THE BODIES OF ANIMALS, WHICH ARE FORMED OF MEMBERS ANSWERING TO ONE ANOTHER. BUT IF YOU CHOOSE THE TESTIMONY OF THE SENSES, AS THOSE MUST DO WHO CANNOT SEE WITH THEIR MIND THE FULL FORCE OF EXISTENCE, HOW DO YOU PROVE THAT THE SUBSTANCE OF GOOD ESCAPES FROM BODIES IN COURSE OF TIME, AND BY SOME KIND OF ATTRITION, BUT BECAUSE GOD HAS GONE OUT OF IT, ACCORDING TO YOUR VIEW, AND HAS LEFT ONE PLACE FOR ANOTHER? THE WHOLE IS ABSURD. BUT, AS FAR AS I CAN JUDGE, THERE ARE NO MARKS OR APPEARANCES TO GIVE RISE TO THIS OPINION. FOR MANY THINGS PLUCKED FROM TREES, OR PULLED OUT OF THE GROUND, ARE THE BETTER OF SOME INTERVAL OF TIME BEFORE WE USE THEM FOR FOOD, AS LEEKS AND ENDIVE, LETTUCE, GRAPES, APPLES, FIGS, AND SOME PEARS; AND THERE ARE MANY OTHER THINGS WHICH GET A BETTER COLOR WHEN THEY ARE NOT USED IMMEDIATELY AFTER BEING PLUCKED, BESIDES BEING MORE WHOLESOME FOR THE BODY, AND HAVING A FINER FLAVOR TO THE PALATE. BUT THESE THINGS SHOULD NOT POSSESS ALL THESE EXCELLENT AND AGREEABLE QUALITIES, IF, AS YOU SAY, THEY BECOME MORE DESTITUTE OF GOOD THE LONGER THEY ARE KEPT AFTER SEPARATION FROM THEIR MOTHER EARTH. ANIMAL FOOD ITSELF IS BETTER AND MORE FIT FOR USE THE DAY AFTER THE ANIMAL IS KILLED; BUT THIS SHOULD NOT BE, IF, AS YOU HOLD, IT POSSESSED MORE-GOOD IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE SLAUGHTER THAN NEXT DAY, WHEN MORE OF THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE HAD ESCAPED. 
44. WHO DOES NOT KNOW THAT WINE BECOMES PURER AND BETTER BY AGE? NOR IS IT, AS YOU THINK, MORE TEMPTING TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SENSES, BUT MORE USEFUL FOR INVIGORATING THE BODY, ONLY LET THERE BE MODERATION, WHICH OUGHT TO CONTROL EVERYTHING. THE SENSES ARE SOONER DESTROYED BY NEW WINE. WHEN THE MUST HAS BEEN ONLY A SHORT TIME IN THE VAT, AND HAS BEGUN TO FERMENT, IT MAKES THOSE WHO LOOK DOWN INTO IT FALL HEADLONG, AFFECTING THEIR BRAIN, SO THAT WITHOUT ASSISTANCE THEY WOULD PERISH. AND AS REGARDS HEALTH, EVERY ONE KNOWS THAT BODIES ARE SWOLLEN UP AND INJURIOUSLY DISTENDED BY NEW WINE? HAS IT THESE BAD PROPERTIES BECAUSE THERE IS MORE-GOOD IN IT? ARE THEY NOT FOUND IN WINE WHEN OLD BECAUSE A GOOD DEAL OF THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE HAS GONE? AN ABSURD THING TO SAY, ESPECIALLY FOR YOU, WHO PROVE THE DIVINE PRESENCE BY THE PLEASING EFFECT PRODUCED ON YOUR EYES, NOSE, AND PALATE! AND WHAT A CONTRADICTION IT IS TO MAKE WINE THE POISON OF THE PRINCES OF DARKNESS, AND YET TO EAT GRAPES! HAS IT MORE OF THE POISON WHEN IN THE CUP THAN WHEN IN THE CLUSTER? OR IF THE EVIL REMAINS UNMIXED AFTER THE GOOD IS GONE, AND THAT BY THE PROCESS OF TIME, HOW IS IT THAT THE SAME GRAPES, WHEN HUNG UP FOR AWHILE, BECOME MILDER, SWEETER, AND MORE WHOLESOME? OR HOW DOES THE WINE ITSELF, AS ALREADY MENTIONED, BECOME PURER AND BRIGHTER WHEN THE LIGHT HAS GONE, AND MORE WHOLESOME BY THE LOSS OF THE BENEFICIAL SUBSTANCE? 
45. WHAT ARE WE TO SAY OF WOOD AND LEAVES, WHICH IN COURSE OF TIME BECOME DRY, BUT CANNOT BE THE WORSE ON THAT ACCOUNT IN YOUR ESTIMATION? FOR WHILE THEY LOSE THAT WHICH PRODUCES SMOKE, THEY RETAIN THAT FROM WHICH A BRIGHT FLAME ARISES; AND, TO JUDGE BY THE CLEARNESS, WHICH YOU THINK SO MUCH OF, THERE IS MORE-GOOD IN THE DRY THAN IN THE GREEN. HENCE YOU MUST EITHER DENY THAT THERE IS MORE OF GOD IN THE PURE LIGHT THAN IN THE SMOKY ONE, WHICH WILL UPSET ALL YOUR EVIDENCES; OR YOU MUST ALLOW IT TO BE POSSIBLE THAT, WHEN PLANTS ARE PLUCKED UP, OR BRANCHES PLUCKED OFF, AND KEPT FOR A TIME, MORE OF THE NATURE OF EVIL MAY ESCAPE FROM THEM THAN OF THE NATURE OF GOOD. AND, ON THE STRENGTH OF THIS, WE SHALL HOLD THAT MORE EVIL MAY GO OFF FROM PLUCKED FRUITS; AND SO MORE-GOOD MAY REMAIN IN ANIMAL FOOD. SO MUCH ON THE SUBJECT OF TIME. 
46. AS FOR MOTION, AND TOSSING, AND RUBBING, IF THESE GIVE THE DIVINE NATURE THE OPPORTUNITY OF ESCAPING FROM THESE SUBSTANCES, MANY THINGS OF THE SAME KIND ARE AGAINST YOU, WHICH ARE IMPROVED BY MOTION. IN SOME GRAINS THE JUICE RESEMBLES WINE, AND IS EXCELLENT WHEN MOVED ABOUT. INDEED, AS MUST NOT BE OVERLOOKED, THIS KIND OF DRINK PRODUCES INTOXICATION RAPIDLY; AND YET YOU NEVER CALLED THE JUICE OF GRAIN THE POISON OF THE PRINCES OF DARKNESS. THERE IS A PREPARATION OF WATER, THICKENED WITH A LITTLE MEAL, WHICH IS THE BETTER OF BEING SHAKEN, AND, STRANGE TO SAY, IS LIGHTER IN COLOR WHEN THE LIGHT IS GONE. THE PASTRY COOK, STIRS HONEY FOR A LONG TIME TO GIVE IT THIS LIGHT COLOR, AND TO MAKE ITS SWEETNESS MILDER AND LESS UNWHOLESOME: YOU MUST EXPLAIN HOW THIS CAN COME FROM THE LOSS OF GOOD. AGAIN, IF YOU PREFER TO TEST THE PRESENCE OF GOD BY THE AGREEABLE EFFECTS ON THE HEARING, AND NOT SIGHT, OR SMELL, OR TASTE, HARPS GET THEIR STRINGS AND PIPES THEIR BONES FROM ANIMALS; AND THESE BECOME MUSICAL BY BEING DRIED, AND RUBBED, AND TWISTED. SO, THE PLEASURES OF MUSIC, WHICH YOU HOLD TO HAVE COME FROM THE DIVINE KINGDOM, ARE OBTAINED FROM THE REFUSE OF DEAD ANIMALS, AND THAT, TOO, WHEN THEY ARE DRIED BY TIME, AND LESSENED BY RUBBING, AND STRETCHED BY TWISTING. SUCH ROUGH TREATMENT, ACCORDING TO YOU, DRIVES THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE FROM LIVING OBJECTS; EVEN COOKING THEM, YOU SAY, DOES THIS. WHY THEN ARE BOILED THISTLES NOT UNWHOLESOME? IS IT BECAUSE GOD, OR PART OF GOD, LEAVES THEM WHEN THEY ARE COOKED? 
47. WHY MENTION ALL THE PARTICULARS, WHEN IT IS DIFFICULT TO ENUMERATE THEM? NOR IS IT NECESSARY; FOR EVERY ONE KNOWS HOW MANY THINGS ARE SWEETER AND MORE WHOLESOME WHEN COOKED. THIS OUGHT NOT TO BE, IF, AS YOU SUPPOSE, THINGS LOSE THE GOOD BY BEING THUS MOVED ABOUT. I DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT YOU WILL FIND ANY PROOF FROM YOUR BODILY SENSES THAT FLESH IS UNCLEAN, AND DEFILES THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO EAT IT, BECAUSE FRUITS, WHEN PLUCKED AND SHAKEN ABOUT IN VARIOUS WAYS, BECOME FLESH; ESPECIALLY AS YOU HOLD THAT VINEGAR, IN ITS AGE AND FERMENTATION, IS CLEANER THAN WINE, AND THE MEAD YOU DRINK IS NOTHING ELSE THAN COOKED WINE, WHICH OUGHT TO BE MORE IMPURE THAN WINE, IF MATERIAL THINGS LOSE THE DIVINE MEMBERS BY BEING MOVED ABOUT AND COOKED. BUT IF NOT, YOU HAVE NO REASON TO THINK THAT FRUITS, WHEN PLUCKED, KEPT, HANDLED, COOKED, AND DIGESTED, ARE FORSAKEN BY THE GOOD, AND THEREFORE SUPPLY MOST UNCLEAN MATTER FOR THE FORMATION OF BODIES. 
48. BUT IF IT IS NOT FROM THEIR COLOR AND APPEARANCE, AND SMELL AND TASTE, THAT YOU THINK THE GOOD TO BE IN THESE THINGS, WHAT ELSE CAN YOU BRING FORWARD? DO YOU PROVE IT FROM THE STRENGTH AND VIGOR WHICH THOSE THINGS SEEM TO LOSE WHEN THEY ARE SEPARATED FROM THE EARTH AND PUT TO USE? IF THIS IS YOUR REASON (THOUGH ITS ERRONEOUSNESS IS SEEN AT ONCE, FROM THE FACT THAT THE STRENGTH OF SOME THINGS IS INCREASED AFTER THEIR SEPARATION FROM THE EARTH, AS IN THE CASE ALREADY MENTIONED OF WINE, WHICH BECOMES STRONGER FROM AGE), IF THE STRENGTH, THEN, IS YOUR REASON, IT WOULD FOLLOW THAT THE PART OF GOD IS TO BE FOUND IN NO FOOD MORE ABUNDANTLY THAN IN FLESH. FOR ATHLETES, WHO ESPECIALLY REQUIRE VIGOR AND ENERGY, ARE NOT IN THE HABIT OF FEEDING ON CABBAGE AND FRUIT WITHOUT ANIMAL FOOD. 
49. IS YOUR REASON FOR THINKING THE BODIES OF TREES BETTER THAN OUR BODIES, THAT FLESH IS NOURISHED BY TREES AND NOT TREES BY FLESH. YOU FORGET THE OBVIOUS FACT THAT PLANTS, WHEN MANURED WITH DUNG, BECOME RICHER AND MORE FERTILE AND CROPS HEAVIER, THOUGH YOU THINK IT YOUR GRAVEST CHARGE AGAINST FLESH THAT IT IS THE ABODE OF DUNG. THIS THEN GIVES NOURISHMENT TO THINGS YOU CONSIDER CLEAN, THOUGH IT IS, ACCORDING TO YOU, THE MOST UNCLEAN PART OF WHAT YOU CONSIDER UNCLEAN. BUT IF YOU DISLIKE FLESH BECAUSE IT SPRINGS FROM SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, YOU SHOULD BE PLEASED WITH THE FLESH OF WORMS, WHICH ARE BRED IN SUCH NUMBERS, AND OF SUCH A SIZE, IN FRUITS, IN WOOD, AND IN THE EARTH ITSELF, WITHOUT ANY SEXUAL INTERCOURSE. BUT THERE IS SOME INSINCERITY IN THIS. FOR IF YOU WERE DISPLEASED WITH FLESH BECAUSE IT IS FORMED FROM THE COHABITATION OF FATHER AND MOTHER, YOU WOULD NOT SAY THAT THOSE PRINCES OF DARKNESS WERE BORN FROM THE FRUITS OF THEIR OWN TREES; FOR NO DOUBT YOU THINK WORSE OF THESE PRINCES THAN OF FLESH, WHICH YOU REFUSE TO EAT. 
50. YOUR IDEA THAT ALL THE SOULS OF ANIMALS COME FROM THE FOOD OF THEIR PARENTS, FROM WHICH CONFINEMENT YOU PRETEND TO LIBERATE THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE WHICH IS HELD BOUND IN YOUR VIANDS, IS QUITE INCONSISTENT WITH YOUR ABSTINENCE FROM FLESH, AND MAKES IT A PRESSING DUTY FOR YOU TO EAT ANIMAL FOOD. FOR IF SOURS ARE BOUND IN THE BODY BY THOSE WHO EAT ANIMAL FOOD, WHY DO YOU NOT SECURE THEIR LIBERATION BY BEING BEFOREHAND IN EATING THE FOOD? YOU REPLY, IT IS NOT FROM THE ANIMAL FOOD THAT THE GOOD PART COMES WHICH THOSE PEOPLE BRING INTO BONDAGE, BUT FROM THE VEGETABLES WHICH THEY TAKE WITH THEIR MEAT. WHAT WILL YOU SAY THEN OF THE SOULS OF LIONS, WHO FEED ONLY ON FLESH? THEY DRINK, IS THE REPLY, AND SO THE SOUL IS DRAWN IN FROM THE WATER AND CONFINED IN FLESH. BUT WHAT OF BIRDS WITHOUT NUMBER? WHAT OF EAGLES, WHICH EAT ONLY FLESH, AND NEED NO DRINK? HERE YOU ARE AT A LOSS, AND CAN FIND NO ANSWER. FOR IF THE SOUL COMES FROM FOOD, AND THERE ARE ANIMALS WHICH NEITHER DRINK ANYTHING NOR HAVE ANY FOOD BUT FLESH, AND YET BRING FORTH YOUNG, THERE MUST BE SOME SOUL IN FLESH; AND YOU ARE BOUND TO TRY YOUR PLAN OF PURIFYING IT BY EATING THE FLESH. OR WILL YOU SAY THAT A PIG HAS A SOUL OF LIGHT, BECAUSE IT EATS VEGETABLES, AND DRINKS WATER; AND THAT THE EAGLE, BECAUSE IT EATS ONLY FLESH, HAS A SOUL OF DARKNESS, THOUGH IT IS SO FOND OF THE SUN? (1) 
51. WHAT A CONFUSION OF IDEAS! WHAT AMAZING FATUITY! ALL THIS YOU WOULD HAVE ESCAPED, IF YOU HAD REJECTED IDLE FICTIONS, AND HAD FOLLOWED WHAT TRUTH SANCTIONS IN ABSTINENCE FROM FOOD, WHICH WOULD HAVE TAUGHT YOU THAT SUMPTUOUS EATING IS TO BE AVOIDED, NOT TO ESCAPE POLLUTION, AS THERE IS NOTHING OF THE KIND, BUT TO SUBDUE THE SENSUAL APPETITE. FOR SHOULD ANY ONE, FROM INATTENTION TO THE NATURE OF THINGS, AND THE PROPERTIES OF THE SOUL AND BODY, ALLOW THAT THE SOUL IS POLLUTED BY ANIMAL FOOD, YOU WILL ADMIT THAT IT IS MUCH MUCH MORE DEFILED BY SENSUALITY. IS IT REASONABLE, THEN, OR RATHER, IS IT NOT MOST UNREASONABLE, TO EXPEL FROM THE NUMBER OF THE ELECT A MAN WHO, PERHAPS FOR HIS HEALTH'S SAKE, TAKES SOME ANIMAL FOOD WITHOUT SENSUAL APPETITE; WHILE, IF A MAN EAGERLY DEVOURS PEPPERED TRUFFLES, YOU CAN ONLY REPROVE HIM FOR EXCESS, BUT CANNOT CONDEMN HIM AS ABUSING YOUR SYMBOL? SO ONE WHO HAS BEEN INDUCED, NOT BY SENSUALITY, BUT FOR HEALTH, TO EAT PART OF A FOWL, CANNOT REMAIN AMONG YOUR ELECT; THOUGH ONE MAY REMAIN WHO HAS YIELDED VOLUNTARILY TO AN EXCESSIVE APPETITE FOR COMFITS AND CAKES WITHOUT ANIMAL MATTER. YOU RETAIN THE MAN PLUNGED IN THE DEFILEMENTS OF SENSUALITY, AND DISMISS THE MAN POLLUTED, AS YOU THINK, BY THE MERE FOOD; THOUGH YOU ALLOW THAT THE DEFILEMENT OF SENSUALITY IS FAR GREATER THAN THAT OF MEAT. YOU KEEP HOLD OF ONE WHO GLOATS WITH DELIGHT OVER HIGHLY-SEASONED VEGETABLES. UNABLE TO KEEP POSSESSION OF HIMSELF; WHILE YOU SHUT OUT ONE WHO, TO SATISFY HUNGER, TAKES WHATEVER COMES, IF SUITABLE FOR NOURISHMENT, READY EITHER TO USE THE FOOD, OR TO LET IT GO. ADMIRABLE CUSTOMS! EXCELLENT MORALS! NOTABLE TEMPERANCE! 
52. AGAIN, THE NOTION THAT IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR ANY ONE BUT THE ELECT TO TOUCH AS FOOD WHAT IS BROUGHT TO YOUR MEALS FOR WHAT YOU CALL PURIFICATION, LEADS TO SHAMEFUL AND SOMETIMES TO CRIMINAL PRACTICES. FOR SOMETIMES SO MUCH IS BROUGHT THAT IT CANNOT EASILY BE EATEN UP BY A FEW; AND AS IT IS CONSIDERED SACRILEGE TO GIVE WHAT IS LEFT TO OTHERS, OR, AT LEAST, TO THROW IT AWAY, YOU ARE OBLIGED TO EAT TO EXCESS, FROM THE DESIRE TO PURIFY, AS YOU CALL IT, ALL THAT IS GIVEN. THEN, WHEN YOU ARE FULL ALMOST TO BURSTING, YOU CRUELLY USE FORCE IN MAKING THE BOYS OF YOUR SECT EAT THE REST. SO, IT WAS CHARGED AGAINST SOME ONE AT ROME THAT HE KILLED SOME POOR CHILDREN, BY COMPELLING THEM TO EAT FOR THIS SUPERSTITIOUS REASON. THIS I SHOULD NOT BELIEVE, DID I NOT KNOW HOW SINFUL YOU CONSIDER IT TO GIVE THIS FOOD TO THOSE WHO ARE NOT ELECT, OR, AT ANY RATE, TO THROW IT AWAY. SO, THE ONLY WAY IS TO EAT IT; AND THIS LEADS EVERY DAY TO GLUTTONY, AND MAY SOMETIMES LEAD TO MURDER. 
53. FOR THE SAME REASON YOU FORBID GIVING BREAD TO BEGGARS. BY WAY OF SHOWING COMPASSION, OR RATHER OF AVOIDING REPROACH, YOU ADVISE TO GIVE MONEY. THE CRUELTY OF THIS IS EQUALED BY ITS STUPIDITY. FOR SUPPOSE A PLACE WHERE FOOD CANNOT BE PURCHASED: THE BEGGAR WILL DIE OF STARVATION, WHILE YOU, IN YOUR WISDOM AND BENEVOLENCE, HAVE MORE MERCY ON A CUCUMBER THAN ON A HUMAN BEING THIS IS IN TRUTH (FOR HOW COULD IT BE BETTER DESIGNATED) PRETENDED COMPASSION, AND REAL CRUELTY. THEN OBSERVE THE STUPIDITY. WHAT IF THE BEGGAR BUYS BREAD FOR HIMSELF WITH THE MONEY YOU GIVE HIM? WILL THE DIVINE PART, AS YOU CALL IT, NOT SUFFER THE SAME IN HIM WHEN HE BUYS THE FOOD AS IT WOULD HAVE SUFFERED IF HE HAD TAKEN IT AS A GIFT FROM YOU? SO, THIS SINFUL BEGGAR PLUNGES IN [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION PART OF GOD EAGER TO ESCAPE, AND IS AIDED IN THIS CRIME BY YOUR MONEY! BUT YOU IN YOUR GREAT SAGACITY THINK IT ENOUGH THAT YOU DO NOT GIVE TO ONE ABOUT TO COMMIT MURDER A MAN TO KILL, THOUGH YOU KNOWINGLY GIVE HIM MONEY TO PROCURE SOMEBODY TO BE KILLED. CAN ANY MADNESS GO BEYOND THIS? THE RESULT IS, THAT EITHER THE MAN DIES IF HE CANNOT GET FOOD FOR HIS MONEY, OR THE FOOD ITSELF DIES IF HE GETS IT. THE ONE IS TRUE MURDER; THE OTHER WHAT YOU CALL MURDER: THOUGH IN BOTH CASES YOU INCUR THE GUILT OF REAL MURDER. AGAIN, THERE IS THE GREATEST FOLLY AND ABSURDITY IN ALLOWING YOUR FOLLOWERS TO EAT ANIMAL FOOD, WHILE YOU FORBID THEM TO KILL ANIMALS. IF THIS FOOD DOES NOT DEFILE, TAKE IT YOURSELVES. IF IT DEFILES, WHAT CAN BE MORE UNREASONABLE THAN TO THINK IT MORE SINFUL TO SEPARATE THE SOUL OF A PIG FROM ITS BODY THAN TO DEFILE THE SOUL OF A MAN WITH THE PIG'S FLESH. 
CHAP. 17. DESCRIPTION OF THE SYMBOL OF THE HANDS AMONG THE MANICHAEANS
54. WE MUST NOW NOTICE AND DISCUSS THE SYMBOL OF THE HANDS. AND, IN THE FIRST PLACE, YOUR ABSTAINING FROM THE SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS AND FROM INJURING PLANTS IS SHOWN BY CHRIST TO BE MERE SUPERSTITION; FOR, ON THE GROUND THAT THERE IS NO COMMUNITY OF RIGHTS BETWEEN US AND BRUTES AND TREES, HE BOTH SENT-THE DEVILS INTO AN HERD OF SWINE,(1) AND WITHERED BY HIS CURSE A TREE IN WHICH HE HAD FOUND NO FRUIT(2) THE SWINE ASSUREDLY HAD NOT SINNED, NOR HAD THE TREE. WE ARE NOT SO INSANE AS TO THINK THAT A TREE IS FRUITFUL OR BARREN BY ITS OWN CHOICE. NOR IS IT ANY REPLY TO SAY THAT OUR LORD WISHED IN THESE ACTIONS TO TEACH SOME OTHER TRUTHS; FOR EVERY ONE KNOWS THAT. BUT ASSUREDLY THE SON OF GOD WOULD NOT COMMIT MURDER TO ILLUSTRATE TRUTH, IF YOU CALL THE DESTRUCTION OF A TREE OR OF AN ANIMAL MURDER. THE SIGNS WHICH CHRIST WROUGHT IN THE CASE OF MEN, WITH WHOM WE CERTAINLY HAVE A COMMUNITY OF RIGHTS, WERE IN HEALING, NOT IN KILLING THEM. AND IT WOULD HAVE BEEN THE SAME IN THE CASE OF BEASTS AND TREES, IF WE HAD THAT COMMUNITY WITH THEM WHICH YOU IMAGINE. 
55. I THINK IT RIGHT TO REFER HERE TO THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE, BECAUSE WE CANNOT HERE ENTER ON A PROFOUND DISCUSSION ABOUT THE SOUL OF ANIMALS, OR THE KIND OF LIFE IN TREES. BUT AS YOU PRESERVE THE RIGHT TO CALL THE SCRIPTURES CORRUPTED, IN CASE YOU SHOULD FIND THEM TOO STRONGLY OPPOSED TO YOU, ALTHOUGH YOU HAVE NEVER AFFIRMED THE PASSAGES ABOUT THE TREE AND THE HERD OF SWINE TO BE SPURIOUS, STILL, LEST SOME DAY YOU SHOULD WISH TO SAY THIS OF THEM TOO, WHEN YOU FIND HOW MUCH THEY ARE AGAINST YOU, I WILL ADHERE TO MY PLAN, AND WILL ASK YOU, WHO ARE SO LIBERAL IN YOUR PROMISES OF EVIDENCE AND TRUTH, TO TELL ME FIRST WHAT HARM IS DONE TO A TREE, I SAY NOT BY PLUCKING A LEAF OR AN APPLE,--FOR WHICH, HOWEVER, ONE OF YOU WOULD BE CONDEMNED AT ONCE AS HAVING ABUSED THE SYMBOL, IF HE DID IT INTENTIONALLY, AND NOT ACCIDENTALLY, BUT IF YOU TEAR IT UP BY THE ROOT. FOR THE SOUL IN TREES, WHICH, ACCORDING TO YOU, IS A RATIONAL SOUL, IS, IN YOUR THEORY, FREED FROM BONDAGE WHEN THE TREE IS CUT DOWN, A BONDAGE, TOO, WHERE IT SUFFERED GREAT MISERY AND GOT NO PROFIT. FOR IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT YOU, IN THE WORDS OF YOUR FOUNDER, THREATEN AS A GREAT, THOUGH NOT THE GREATEST PUNISHMENT, THE CHANGE FROM A MAN TO A TREE; AND IT IS NOT PROBABLE THAT THE SOUL IN A TREE CAN GROW IN WISDOM AS IT DOES IN A MAN. THERE IS THE BEST REASON FOR NOT KILLING A MAN, IN CASE YOU SHOULD KILL ONE WHOSE WISDOM OR VIRTUE MIGHT BE OF USE TO MANY, OR ONE WHO MIGHT HAVE ATTAINED TO WISDOM, WHETHER BY THE ADVICE OF ANOTHER WITHOUT HIMSELF, OR BY DIVINE ILLUMINATION IN HIS OWN MIND. AND THE MORE WISDOM THE SOUL HAS WHEN IT LEAVES THE BODY, THE MORE PROFITABLE IS ITS DEPARTURE, AS WE KNOW BOTH FROM WELL-GROUNDED REASONING AND FROM WIDE-SPREAD BELIEF. THUS, TO CUT DOWN A TREE IS TO SET FREE THE SOUL FROM A BODY IN WHICH IT MAKES NO PROGRESS IN WISDOM. YOU--THE HOLY MEN, I MEAN--OUGHT TO BE MAINLY OCCUPIED IN CUTTING DOWN TREES, AND IN LEADING THE SOULS THUS EMANCIPATED TO BETTER THINGS BY PRAYERS AND PSALMS. OR CAN THIS BE DONE ONLY WITH THE SOULS WHICH YOU TAKE INTO YOUR BELLY, INSTEAD OF AIDING THEM BY YOUR UNDERSTANDING? 
56. AND YOU CANNOT ESCAPE THE ADMISSION THAT THE SOULS IN TREES MAKE NO PROGRESS IN WISDOM WHILE THEY ARE THERE, WHEN YOU ARE ASKED WHY NO APOSTLE WAS SENT TO TEACH TREES AS WELL AS MEN, OR WHY THE APOSTLE SENT TO MEN DID NOT PREACH THE TRUTH TO TREES ALSO. YOUR REPLY MUST BE, THAT THE SOULS WHILE IN SUCH BODIES CANNOT UNDERSTAND THE DIVINE PRECEPTS. BUT THIS REPLY LANDS YOU IN GREAT DIFFICULTIES; FOR YOU DECLARE THAT THESE SOULS CAN HEAR YOUR VOICES AND UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU SAY, AND SEE BODIES AND THEIR MOTIONS, AND EVEN DISCERN THOUGHTS. IF THIS IS TRUE, WHY COULD THEY LEARN NOTHING FROM THE APOSTLE OF LIGHT? WHY COULD THEY NOT LEARN EVEN MUCH BETTER THAN WE, SINCE THEY CAN SEE INTO THE MIND? YOUR MASTER, WHO, AS YOU SAY, HAS. DIFFICULTY IN TEACHING YOU BY SPEECH, MIGHT HAVE TAUGHT THESE SOULS BY THOUGHT; FOR THEY COULD SEE HIS IDEAS IN HIS MIND BEFORE HE EXPRESSED THEM. BUT IF THIS IS UNTRUE, CONSIDER INTO WHAT ERRORS YOU HAVE FALLEN. 
57. AS FOR YOUR NOT PLUCKING FRUITS OR PULLING UP VEGETABLES YOURSELVES, WHILE YOU GET YOUR FOLLOWERS TO PLUCK AND PULL AND BRING THEM TO YOU, THAT YOU MAY CONFER BENEFITS NOT ONLY ON THOSE WHO BRING THE FOOD BUT, ON THE FOOD, WHICH IS BROUGHT, WHAT THOUGHTFUL PERSON CAN BEAR TO HEAR THIS? FOR, FIRST, IT MATTERS NOT WHETHER YOU COMMIT A CRIME YOURSELF, OR WISH ANOTHER TO COMMIT IT FOR YOU. YOU DENY THAT YOU WISH THIS! HOW THEN CAN RELIEF BE GIVEN TO THE DIVINE PART CONTAINED IN LETTUCE AND LEEKS, UNLESS SOME ONE, PULL THEM AND BRING THEM TO THE SAINTS TO BE PURIFIED. AND AGAIN, IF YOU WERE PASSING THROUGH A FIELD WHERE THE RIGHT OF FRIENDSHIP PERMITTED YOU TO PLUCK ANYTHING YOU WISHED, WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF YOU SAW A CROW ON THE POINT OF EATING A FIG? DOES NOT, ACCORDING TO YOUR IDEAS, THE FIG ITSELF SEEM TO ADDRESS YOU AND TO BEG OF YOU PITEOUSLY TO PLUCK IT YOURSELF AND GIVE IT BURIAL IN A HOLY BELLY, WHERE IT MAY BE PURIFIED AND RESTORED, RATHER THAN THAT THE CROW SHOULD SWALLOW IT AND MAKE IT PART OF HIS CURSED BODY, AND THEN HAND IT OVER TO BONDAGE AND TORTURE IN OTHER FORMS? IF THIS IS TRUE, HOW CRUEL YOU ARE! IF NOT, HOW SILLY! WHAT CAN BE MORE CONTRARY TO YOUR OPINIONS THAN TO BREAK THE SYMBOL? WHAT CAN BE MORE-UNKIND TO THE MEMBER OF GOD THAN TO KEEP IT? 
58. THIS SUPPOSES THE TRUTH OF YOUR FALSE AND VAIN IDEAS. BUT YOU CAN BE SHOWN GUILTY OF PLAIN AND POSITIVE CRUELTY FLOWING FROM THE SAME ERROR. FOR WERE ANY ONE LYING ON THE ROAD, HIS BODY WASTED WITH DISEASE, WEARY WITH JOURNEYING, AND HALF-DEAD FROM HIS SUFFERINGS, AND ABLE ONLY TO UTTER SOME BROKEN WORDS, AND IF EATING A PEAR WOULD DO HIM GOOD AS AN ASTRINGENT, AND WERE HE TO BEG YOU TO HELP HIM AS YOU PASSED BY, AND WERE HE TO IMPLORE YOU TO BRING THE FRUIT FROM A NEIGHBORING TREE, WITH NO DIVINE OR HUMAN PROHIBITION TO PREVENT YOUR DOING SO, WHILE THE MAN IS SURE TO DIE FOR THE WANT OF IT, YOU, A CHRISTIAN MAN AND A SAINT, WILL RATHER PASS ON AND ABANDON A MAN THUS SUFFERING AND ENTREATING, TEST THE TREE SHOULD LAMENT THE LOSS OF ITS FRUIT, AND YOU SHOULD BE DOOMED TO THE PUNISHMENT THREATENED BY MANICHÆUS FOR BREAKING THE SYMBOL. STRANGE CUSTOMS, AND STRANGE HARMLESSNESS! 
59. NOW, AS REGARDS KILLING ANIMALS, AND THE REASONS FOR YOUR OPINION, MUCH THAT HAS BEEN SAID WILL APPLY ALSO TO THIS. FOR WHAT HARM WILL BE DONE TO THE SOUL OF A WOLF BY KILLING THE WOLF, SINCE THE WOLF, AS LONG AS IT LIVES, WILL BE A WOLF, AND WILL NOT LISTEN TO ANY PREACHER, OR GIVE UP, IN THE LEAST, SHEDDING THE BLOOD OF SHEEP; AND, BY KILLING IT, THE RATIONAL SOUL, AS YOU THINK, WILL BE SET FREE FROM ITS CONFINEMENT IN THE BODY? BUT YOU MAKE THIS SLAUGHTER UNLAWFUL EVEN FOR YOUR FOLLOWERS; FOR YOU THINK IT WORSE THAN THAT OF TREES. AND IN THIS THERE IS NOT MUCH FAULT TO BE FOUND WITH YOUR SENSES, THAT IS, YOUR BODILY SENSES. FOR WE SEE AND HEAR BY THEIR CRIES THAT ANIMALS DIE WITH PAIN, ALTHOUGH MAN DISREGARDS THIS IN A BEAST, WITH WHICH, AS NOT HAVING A RATIONAL SOUL, WE HAVE NO COMMUNITY OF RIGHTS. BUT AS TO YOUR SENSES IN THE OBSERVATION OF TREES, YOU MUST BE ENTIRELY BLIND. FOR NOT TO MENTION THAT L THERE ARE NO MOVEMENTS IN THE WOOD EXPRESSIVE OF PAIN, WHAT IS CLEARER THAN THAT A TREE IS NEVER BETTER THAN WHEN IT IS GREEN AND FLOURISHING, GAY WITH FLOWERS, AND RICH IN FRUIT? AND THIS COMES GENERALLY AND CHIEFLY FROM PRUNING. BUT IF IT FELT THE IRON, AS YOU SUPPOSE, IT OUGHT TO DIE OF WOUNDS SO MANY, SO SEVERE, INSTEAD OF SPROUTING AT THE PLACES, AND REVIVING WITH SUCH MANIFEST DELIGHT. 
60. BUT WHY DO YOU THINK IT A GREATER CRIME TO DESTROY ANIMALS THAN PLANTS, ALTHOUGH YOU HOLD THAT PLANTS HAVE A PURER SOUL THAN ANIMALS? THERE IS A COMPENSATION, WE ARE TOLD, WHEN PART OF WHAT IS TAKEN FROM THE FIELDS IS GIVEN TO THE ELECT AND THE SAINTS TO BE PURIFIED. THIS HAS ALREADY BEEN REFUTED; AND IT HAS, I THINK, BEEN PROVED SUFFICIENTLY THAT THERE IS NO REASON FOR SAYING THAT MORE OF THE GOOD PART IS FOUND IN VEGETABLES THAN IN FLESH. BUT SHOULD ANY ONE SUPPORT HIMSELF BY SELLING BUTCHER-MEAT, AND SPEND THE WHOLE PROFIT OF HIS BUSINESS IN PURCHASING FOOD FOR FOUR ELECT, AND BRING LARGER SUPPLIES FOR THOSE SAINTS THAN ANY PEASANT OR FARMER, WILL HE NOT PLEAD THIS COMPENSATION AS A WARRANT FOR HIS KILLING ANIMALS? BUT THERE IS, WE ARE TOLD, SOME OTHER MYSTERIOUS REASON; FOR A CUNNING MAN CAN ALWAYS FIND SOME RESOURCE IN THE SECRETS OF NATURE WHEN ADDRESSING UNLEARNED PEOPLE. THE STORY, THEN, IS THAT THE HEAVENLY PRINCES WHO WERE TAKEN FROM THE RACE OF DARKNESS AND BOUND, AND HAVE A PLACE ASSIGNED THEM IN THIS REGION BY THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD, HAVE ANIMALS ON THE EARTH SPECIALLY BELONGING TO THEM, EACH HAVING THOSE COMING FROM HIS OWN STOCK AND CLASS; AND THEY HOLD THE SLAUGHTERERS OF THOSE ANIMALS GUILTY, AND DO NOT ALLOW THEM TO LEAVE THE EARTH, BUT HARASS THEM AS MUCH AS THEY CAN WITH PAINS AND TORMENTS. WHAT SIMPLE MAN WILL NOT BE FRIGHTENED BY THIS, AND, SEEING NOTHING IN THE DARKNESS SHROUDING THESE THINGS, WILL NOT THINK THAT THE FACT IS AS DESCRIBED? BUT I WILL HOLD TO MY PURPOSE, WITH GOD'S HELP, TO REBUT MYSTERIOUS FALSEHOOD BY THE PLAINEST TRUTH. 
61. TELL ME, THEN, IF ANIMALS ON LAND AND IN WATER COME IN REGULAR SUCCESSION BY ORDINARY GENERATION FROM THIS RACE OF PRINCES, SINCE THE ORIGIN OF ANIMAL LIFE IS TRACED TO THE ABORTIVE BIRTHS IN THAT RACE; TELL ME, I SAY, WHETHER BEES AND FROGS, AND MANY OTHER CREATURES NOT SPRUNG FROM SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, (1) MAY BE KILLED WITH IMPUNITY. WE ARE TOLD THEY CANNOT. SO, IT IS NOT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR RELATION TO CERTAIN PRINCES THAT YOU FORBID YOUR FOLLOWERS TO KILL ANIMALS. OR IF YOU MAKE A GENERAL RELATIONSHIP TO ALL BODIES, THE PRINCES WOULD BE EQUALLY CONCERNED ABOUT TREES, WHICH YOU DO NOT REQUIRE YOUR FOLLOWERS TO SPARE. YOU ARE BROUGHT BACK TO THE WEAK REPLY, THAT THE INJURIES DONE IN THE CASE OF PLANTS ARE ATONED FOR BY THE FRUITS WHICH YOUR FOLLOWERS BRING TO YOUR CHURCH. FOR THIS IMPLIES THAT THOSE WHO SLAUGHTER ANIMALS, AND SELL THEIR FLESH IN THE MARKET, IF THEY ARE YOUR FOLLOWERS, AND IF THEY BRING TO YOU, VEGETABLES BOUGHT WITH THEIR GAINS, MAY THINK NOTHING OF THE DAILY SLAUGHTER, AND ARE CLEARED OF ANY SIN THAT MAY BE IN IT BY YOUR REPASTS. 
62. BUT IF YOU SAY THAT, IN ORDER TO EXPIATE THE SLAUGHTER, THE THING MUST BE GIVEN AS FOOD, AS IN THE CASE OF FRUITS AND VEGETABLES,--WHICH CANNOT BE DONE, BECAUSE THE ELECT DO NOT EAT FLESH, AND SO YOUR FOLLOWERS MUST NOT SLAUGHTER ANIMALS,--WHAT REPLY WILL YOU GIVE IN THE CASE OF THORNS AND WEEDS, WHICH FARMERS DESTROY IN CLEARING THEIR FIELDS, WHILE THEY CANNOT BRING ANY FOOD TO YOU FROM THEM? HOW CAN THERE BE PARDON FOR SUCH DESTRUCTION, WHICH GIVES NO NOURISHMENT TO THE SAINTS? PERHAPS YOU ALSO PUT AWAY ANY SIN COMMITTED, FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE FRUITS AND VEGETABLES, BY EATING SOME OF THESE. WHAT THEN IF THE FIELDS ARE PLUNDERED BY LOCUSTS, MICE, OR RATS, AS WE SEE OFTEN HAPPEN? CAN YOUR RUSTIC FOLLOWER KILL THESE WITH IMPUNITY, BECAUSE HE SINS FOR THE GOOD OF HIS CROPS? HERE YOU ARE AT A LOSS; FOR YOU EITHER ALLOW YOUR FOLLOWERS TO KILL ANIMALS, WHICH YOUR FOUNDER PROHIBITED, OR YOU FORBID THEM TO BE CULTIVATORS, WHICH HE MADE LAWFUL. INDEED, YOU SOMETIMES GO SO FAR AS TO SAY THAT AN USURER IS MORE HARMLESS THAN A CULTIVATOR, YOU FEEL SO MUCH MORE FOR MELONS THAN FOR MEN. RATHER THAN HURT THE MELONS, YOU WOULD HAVE A MAN RUINED AS A DEBTOR. IS THIS DESIRABLE AND PRAISEWORTHY JUSTICE, OR NOT RATHER ATROCIOUS AND DAMNABLE ERROR? IS THIS COMMENDABLE COMPASSION, OR NOT RATHER DETESTABLE BARBARITY? 
63. WHAT, AGAIN, OF YOUR NOT ABSTAINING YOURSELVES FROM THE SLAUGHTER OF LICE, BUGS, AND FLEAS? YOU THINK IT A SUFFICIENT EXCUSE FOR THIS TO SAY THAT THESE ARE THE DIRT OF OUR BODIES. BUT THIS IS CLEARLY UNTRUE OF FLEAS AND BUGS; FOR EVERY ONE KNOWS THAT THESE ANIMALS DO NOT COME FROM OUR BODIES. BESIDES, IF YOU ABHOR SEXUAL INTERCOURSE AS MUCH AS YOU PRETEND TO DO, YOU SHOULD THINK THOSE ANIMALS ALL THE CLEANER WHICH COME FROM OUR BODIES WITHOUT ANY OTHER GENERATION; FOR ALTHOUGH THEY PRODUCE OFFSPRING OF THEIR OWN, THEY ARE NOT PRODUCED IN ORDINARY GENERATION FROM US. AGAIN, IF WE MUST CONSIDER AS MOST FILTHY THE PRODUCTION OF LIVING BODIES, STILL WORSE MUST BE THE PRODUCTION OF DEAD BODIES. THERE MUST BE LESS HARM, THEREFORE, IN KILLING A RAT, A SNAKE, OR A SCORPION, WHICH YOU CONSTANTLY SAY COME FROM OUR DEAD BODIES. BUT TO PASS OVER WHAT IS LESS PLAIN AND CERTAIN, IT IS A COMMON OPINION REGARDING BEES THAT THEY COME FROM THE CARCASSES OF OXEN; SO, THERE IS NO HARM IN KILLING THEM. OR IF THIS TOO IS DOUBTED, EVERY ONE ALLOWS THAT BEETLES, AT LEAST, ARE BRED IN THE BALL OF MUD WHICH THEY MAKE AND BURY. (1) YOU OUGHT THEREFORE TO CONSIDER THESE ANIMALS, AND OTHERS THAT IT WOULD BE TEDIOUS TO SPECIFY, MORE UNCLEAN THAN YOUR LICE; AND YET YOU THINK IT SINFUL TO KILL THEM, THOUGH IT WOULD BE FOOLISH NOT TO KILL THE LICE. PERHAPS YOU HOLD THE LICE CHEAP BECAUSE THEY ARE SMALL. BUT IF AN ANIMAL IS TO BE VALUED BY ITS SIZE, YOU MUST PREFER A CAMEL TO A MAN. 
64. HERE WE MAY USE THE GRADATION WHICH OFTEN PERPLEXED US WHEN WE WERE YOUR FOLLOWERS. FOR IF A FLEA MAY BE KILLED ON ACCOUNT OF ITS SMALL SIZE, SO MAY THE FLY WHICH IS BRED IN BEANS. AND IF THIS, SO ALSO MAY ONE OF A LITTLE LARGER SIZE, FOR ITS SIZE AT BIRTH IS EVEN LESS. THEN AGAIN, A BEE MAY BE KILLED, FOR ITS YOUNG IS NO LARGER THAN A FLY. SO ON TO THE YOUNG OF A LOCUST, AND TO A LOCUST; AND THEN TO THE YOUNG OF A MOUSE, AND TO A MOUSE. AND, TO CUT SHORT, IT IS CLEAR WE MAY COME AT LAST TO AN ELEPHANT; SO THAT ONE WHO THINKS IT NO SIN TO KILL A FLEA, BECAUSE OF ITS SMALL SIZE, MUST ALLOW THAT IT WOULD BE NO SIN IN HIM TO KILL THIS HUGE CREATURE. BUT I THINK ENOUGH HAS BEEN SAID OF THESE ABSURDITIES. 
CHAP. 18. OF THE SYMBOL OF THE BREAST, AND OF THE SHAMEFUL MYSTERIES OF THE MANICHAEANS
65. LASTLY, THERE IS THE SYMBOL OF THE BREAST, IN WHICH YOUR VERY QUESTIONABLE CHASTITY CONSISTS. FOR THOUGH YOU DO NOT FORBID SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, YOU, AS THE APOSTLE LONG AGO SAID, FORBID MARRIAGE IN THE PROPER SENSE [DIVINE INTERCOURSE BY YOUR HOLY CALLING FROM THE LORD TO FULFILL STONING LAWS], ALTHOUGH THIS IS THE ONLY GOOD EXCUSE FOR SUCH [SEXLESS] INTERCOURSE. NO DOUBT YOU WILL EXCLAIM AGAINST THIS, AND WILL MAKE IT A REPROACH AGAINST US THAT YOU HIGHLY ESTEEM AND APPROVE PERFECT CHASTITY, BUT DO NOT FORBID MARRIAGE, BECAUSE YOUR FOLLOWERS--THAT IS, THOSE IN THE SECOND GRADE AMONG YOU--ARE ALLOWED TO HAVE WIVES. AFTER YOU HAVE SAID THIS WITH GREAT NOISE AND HEAT, I WILL QUIETLY ASK, IS IT NOT YOU WHO HOLD THAT BEGETTING CHILDREN, BY WHICH SOULS ARE CONFINED IN FLESH, IS A GREATER SIN THAN COHABITATION? IS IT NOT YOU WHO USED TO COUNSEL US TO OBSERVE AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE THE TIME WHEN A WOMAN, AFTER HER PURIFICATION, IS MOST LIKELY TO CONCEIVE, AND TO ABSTAIN FROM COHABITATION AT THAT TIME, LEST THE SOUL SHOULD BE ENTANGLED IN FLESH? THIS PROVES THAT YOU APPROVE OF HAVING A WIFE, NOT FOR THE PROCREATION OF CHILDREN, BUT FOR THE GRATIFICATION OF [SEXUAL] PASSION. IN MARRIAGE, AS THE MARRIAGE LAW DECLARES, THE MAN AND WOMAN COME TOGETHER FOR THE PROCREATION OF CHILDREN. THEREFORE, WHOEVER MAKES THE PROCREATION OF CHILDREN A GREATER SIN THAN [SEXUAL] COPULATION, FORBIDS MARRIAGE, AND MAKES THE WOMAN NOT A WIFE, BUT A MISTRESS [WITCH], WHO FOR SOME GIFTS PRESENTED TO HER IS JOINED TO THE MAN TO GRATIFY HIS [SEXUAL] PASSION. WHERE THERE IS A WIFE THERE MUST BE MARRIAGE. BUT THERE IS NO MARRIAGE WHERE MOTHERHOOD IS NOT IN VIEW; THEREFORE, NEITHER IS THERE A WIFE. IN THIS WAY YOU FORBID MARRIAGE. NOR CAN YOU DEFEND YOURSELVES SUCCESSFULLY FROM THIS CHARGE, LONG AGO BROUGHT AGAINST YOU PROPHETICALLY BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
66. MOREOVER, WHEN YOU ARE SO EAGER IN YOUR DESIRE TO PREVENT THE SOUL FROM BEING CONFINED IN FLESH BY CONJUGAL [SEXLESS] INTERCOURSE, AND SO EAGER IN ASSERTING THAT THE SOUL IS SET FREE FROM SEED BY THE FOOD OF THE SAINTS, DO YOU NOT SANCTION, UNHAPPY BEINGS, THE SUSPICION ENTERTAINED ABOUT YOU? FOR WHY SHOULD IT BE TRUE REGARDING CORN AND BEANS AND LENTILS AND OTHER SEEDS, THAT WHEN YOU EAT THEM YOU WISH TO SET FREE THE SOUL, AND NOT TRUE OF THE SEEDS OF ANIMALS? FOR WHAT YOU SAY OF THE FLESH OF A DEAD ANIMAL, THAT IT IS UNCLEAN BECAUSE THERE IS NO SOUL IN IT, CANNOT BE SAID OF THE SEED OF THE ANIMAL; FOR YOU HOLD THAT IT KEEPS CONFINED THE SOUL WHICH WILL APPEAR IN THE OFFSPRING, AND YOU AVOW THAT THE SOUL OF MANICHÆUS HIMSELF IS THUS CONFINED. AND AS YOUR FOLLOWERS CANNOT BRING THESE SEEDS TO YOU FOR PURIFICATION, WHO WILL NOT SUSPECT THAT YOU MAKE THIS PURIFICATION SECRETLY AMONG YOURSELVES, AND HIDE IT FROM YOUR FOLLOWERS, IN CASE THEY SHOULD LEAVE YOU? (1) IF YOU DO NOT THESE THINGS, AS IT IS TO BE HOPED YOU DO NOT, STILL YOU SEE HOW OPEN TO SUSPICION YOUR SUPERSTITION IS, AND HOW IMPOSSIBLE IT IS TO BLAME MEN FOR THINKING WHAT YOUR OWN PROFESSION SUGGESTS, WHEN YOU MAINTAIN THAT YOU SET FREE SOULS FROM BODIES AND FROM SENSES BY EATING AND DRINKING. I WISH TO SAY NO MORE ABOUT THIS: YOU SEE YOURSELVES WHAT ROOM THERE IS HERE FOR DENUNCIATION. BUT AS THE MATTER IS ONE RATHER TO REPRESS THAN TO INVITE REMARK, AND ALSO AS THROUGHOUT MY DISCOURSE MY PURPOSE APPEARS OF EXAGGERATING NOTHING, AND OF KEEPING TO BARE FACTS AND ARGUMENTS, WE SHALL PASS ON TO OTHER MATTERS. 
CHAP. 19. CRIMES OF THE MANICHAEANS
67. WE SEE THEN, NOW, THE NATURE OF YOUR THREE SYMBOLS. THESE ARE YOUR CUSTOMS. THIS IS THE END OF YOUR NOTABLE PRECEPTS, IN WHICH THERE IS NOTHING SURE, NOTHING STEADFAST, NOTHING CONSISTENT, NOTHING IRREPROACHABLE, BUT ALL DOUBTFUL, OR RATHER UNDOUBTEDLY AND ENTIRELY FALSE, ALL CONTRADICTORY, ABOMINABLE, ABSURD. IN A WORD, EVIL PRACTICES ARE DETECTED IN YOUR CUSTOMS SO MANY AND SO SERIOUS, THAT ONE WISHING TO DENOUNCE THEM ALL, IF HE WERE AT ALL ABLE TO ENLARGE, WOULD REQUIRE AT LEAST A SEPARATE TREATISE FOR EACH. WERE YOU TO OBSERVE THESE, AND TO ACT UP TO YOUR PROFESSION, NO CHILDISHNESS, OR FOLLY, OR ABSURDITY WOULD GO BEYOND YOURS; AND WHEN YOU PRAISE AND TEACH THESE THINGS WITHOUT DOING THEM, YOU DISPLAY CRAFT AND DECEIT AND MALEVOLENCE EQUAL TO ANYTHING THAT CAN BE, DESCRIBED OR IMAGINED? 
68. DURING NINE FULL YEARS THAT I ATTENDED YOU WITH GREAT EARNESTNESS AND ASSIDUITY, I COULD NOT HEAR OF ONE OF YOUR, ELECT WHO WAS NOT FOUND TRANSGRESSING THESE PRECEPTS, OR AT LEAST WAS NOT SUSPECTED OF DOING SO. MANY WERE CAUGHT AT WINE AND ANIMAL FOOD, MANY AT THE BATHS; BUT THIS WE ONLY HEARD BY REPORT. SOME WERE PROVED TO HAVE SEDUCED OTHER MEN'S WIVES, SO THAT IN THIS CASE I COULD NOT DOUBT THE TRUTH OF THE CHARGE. BUT SUPPOSE THIS, TOO, A REPORT RATHER THAN A FACT. I MYSELF SAW, AND NOT I ONLY, BUT OTHERS WHO HAVE EITHER ESCAPED FROM THAT SUPERSTITION, OR WILL, I HOPE, YET ESCAPE,--WE SAW, I SAY, IN A SQUARE IN CARTHAGE, ON A ROAD MUCH FREQUENTED, NOT ONE, BUT MORE THAN THREE OF THE ELECT WALKING BEHIND US, AND ACCOSTING SOME WOMEN WITH SUCH INDECENT SOUNDS AND GESTURES AS TO OUTDO THE BOLDNESS AND INSOLENCE OF ALL ORDINARY RASCALS. AND IT WAS CLEAR THAT THIS WAS QUITE HABITUAL, AND THAT THEY BEHAVED IN THIS WAY TO ONE ANOTHER, FOR NO ONE WAS DETERRED BY THE PRESENCE OF A COMPANION, SHOWING THAT MOST OF THEM, IF NOT ALL, WERE AFFECTED WITH THIS EVIL TENDENCY. FOR THEY DID NOT ALL COME FROM ONE HOUSE, BUT LIVED IN QUITE DIFFERENT PLACES, AND QUITE ACCIDENTALLY LEFT TOGETHER THE PLACE WHERE THEY HAD MET. IT WAS A GREAT SHOCK TO US, AND WE LODGED A COMPLAINT ABOUT IT. BUT WHO THOUGHT OF INFLICTING PUNISHMENT, I SAY NOT BY SEPARATION FROM THE CHURCH, BUT EVEN BY SEVERE REBUKE IN PROPORTION TO THE HEINOUSNESS OF THE OFFENCE? 
69. ALL THE EXCUSE GIVEN FOR THE IMPUNITY OF THOSE MEN WAS THAT, AT THAT TIME, WHEN THEIR MEETINGS WERE FORBIDDEN BY LAW, IT WAS FEARED THAT THE PERSONS SUFFERING PUNISHMENT MIGHT RETALIATE BY GIVING INFORMATION. WHAT THEN OF THEIR ASSERTION THAT THEY WILL ALWAYS HAVE PERSECUTION IN THIS WORLD, FOR WHICH THEY SUPPOSE THAT THEY WILL BE THOUGHT THE MORE OF? FOR THIS IS THE APPLICATION THEY MAKE OF THE WORDS ABOUT THE WORLD HATING THEM.(2) AND THEY WILL HAVE IT THAT TRUTH MUST BE SOUGHT FOR AMONG THEM, BECAUSE, IN THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE PARACLETE, IT IS SAID THAT THE WORLD CANNOT RECEIVE HIM.(3) THIS IS NOT THE PLACE TO DISCUSS THIS QUESTION. BUT CLEARLY, IF YOU ARE ALWAYS TO BE PERSECUTED, EVEN TO THE END OF THE WORLD, THERE WILL BE NO END TO THIS LAXITY, AND TO THE UNCHECKED SPREAD OF ALL THIS IMMORALITY, FROM YOUR FEAR OF GIVING OFFENCE TO MEN OF THIS CHARACTER. 
70. THIS ANSWER WAS ALSO GIVEN TO US, WHEN WE REPORTED TO THE VERY HIGHEST AUTHORITIES THAT A WOMAN HAD COMPLAINED TO US THAT IN A MEETING, WHERE SHE WAS ALONG WITH OTHER WOMEN, NOT DOUBTING OF THE SANCTITY OF THESE PEOPLE, SOME OF THE ELECT CAME IN, AND WHEN ONE OF THEM HAD PUT OUT THE LAMP, ONE, WHOM SHE COULD NOT DISTINGUISH, TRIED TO EMBRACE HER, AND WOULD HAVE FORCED HER INTO SIN, HAD SHE NOT ESCAPED BY CRYING OUT. HOW COMMON MUST WE CONCLUDE THE PRACTICE TO HAVE BEEN WHICH LED TO THE MISDEED ON THIS OCCASION! AND THIS WAS DONE ON THE NIGHT WHEN YOU KEEP THE FEAST OF VIGILS. FORSOOTH, BESIDES THE FEAR OF INFORMATION BEING GIVEN, NO ONE COULD BRING THE OFFENDER BEFORE THE BISHOP, AS. HE HAD SO WELL GUARDED AGAINST BEING RECOGNIZED. AS IF ALL WHO ENTERED ALONG WITH HIM WERE NOT IMPLICATED IN THE CRIME; FOR IN THEIR INDECENT MERRIMENT THEY ALL WISHED THE LAMP TO BE PUT OUT. 
71. THEN WHAT WIDE DOORS WERE OPENED FOR SUSPICIONS, WHEN WE SAW THEM FULL OF ENVY, FULL OF COVETOUSNESS, FULL OF GREED FOR COSTLY FOODS, CONSTANTLY AT STRIFE, EASILY EXCITED ABOUT TRIFLES.! WE CONCLUDED THAT THEY WERE NOT COMPETENT TO ABSTAIN FROM THE THINGS THEY PROFESSED TO ABSTAIN FROM, IF THEY FOUND AN OPPORTUNITY IN SECRET OR IN THE DARK. THERE WERE TWO OF SUFFICIENTLY GOOD CHARACTER, OF ACTIVE MINDS, AND LEADERS IN THEIR DEBATES, WITH WHOM WE HAD A MORE PARTICULAR AND INTIMATE ACQUAINTANCE THAN WITH THE REST. ONE OF THEM WAS MUCH ASSOCIATED WITH US, BECAUSE HE WAS ALSO ENGAGED IN LIBERAL STUDIES; HE IS SAID TO BE NOW AN ELDER THERE. THESE TWO WERE VERY JEALOUS OF ONE ANOTHER, AND ONE ACCUSED THE OTHER--NOT OPENLY, BUT IN CONVERSATION, AS HE HAD OPPORTUNITY, AND IN WHISPERS--OF HAVING MADE A CRIMINAL ASSAULT ON THE WIFE OF ONE OF THE FOLLOWERS. HE AGAIN, IN CLEARING HIMSELF TO US, BROUGHT THE SAME CHARGE AGAINST ANOTHER OF THE ELECT, WHO LIVED WITH THIS FOLLOWER AS HIS MOST TRUSTED FRIEND. HE HAD, GOING IN SUDDENLY, CAUGHT THIS MAN WITH THE WOMAN, AND HIS ENEMY AND RIVAL HAD ADVISED THE WOMAN AND HER PARAMOUR TO RAISE THIS FALSE REPORT ABOUT HIM, THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE BELIEVED IF HE GAVE ANY INFORMATION. WE WERE MUCH DISTRESSED, AND TOOK IT GREATLY TO HEART, THAT ALTHOUGH THERE WAS A DOUBT ABOUT THE ASSAULT ON THE WOMAN, THE JEALOUS FEELING IN THOSE TWO MEN, THEN WHOM WE FOUND NONE BETTER IN THE PLACE, SHOWED ITSELF SO KEENLY, AND INEVITABLY RAISED A SUSPICION OF OTHER THINGS. (1) 
72. ANOTHER THING WAS, THAT WE VERY OFTEN SAW IN THEATRES MEN BELONGING TO THE ELECT, MEN OF YEARS AND, IT WAS SUPPOSED, OF CHARACTER, ALONG WITH A HOARY-HEADED ELDER WE PASS OVER THE YOUTHS, WHOM WE USED TO COME UPON QUARRELLING ABOUT THE PEOPLE CONNECTED WITH THE STAGE AND THE RACES; FROM WHICH WE MAY SAFELY CONCLUDE HOW THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO REFRAIN IN SECRET, WHEN THEY COULD NOT SUBDUE THE PASSION BY WHICH THEY WERE EXPOSED IN THE EYES OF THEIR FOLLOWERS, BRINGING ON THEM DISGRACE AND FLIGHT. IN THE CASE OF THE SAINT, WHOSE DISCUSSIONS WE ATTENDED IN THE STREET OF THE FIG-SELLERS, WOULD HIS ATROCIOUS CRIME HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED IF HE HAD BEEN ABLE TO MAKE THE DEDICATED VIRGIN HIS WIFE WITHOUT MAKING HER PREGNANT? THE SWELLING WOMB BETRAYED THE SECRET AND UNTHOUGHT-OF INIQUITY. WHEN HER BROTHER, A YOUNG MAN, HEARD OF IT FROM HIS MOTHER, HE FELT KEENLY THE INJURY, BUT REFRAINED, FROM REGARD TO RELIGION, FROM A PUBLIC ACCUSATION. HE SUCCEEDED IN GETTING THE MAN EXPELLED FROM THAT CHURCH, FOR SUCH CONDUCT CANNOT ALWAYS BE TOLERATED; AND THAT THE CRIME MIGHT NOT BE WHOLLY UNPUNISHED, HE ARRANGED WITH SOME OF HIS FRIENDS TO HAVE THE MAN WELL BEATEN AND KICKED. WHEN HE WAS THUS ASSAILED, HE CRIED OUT THAT THEY SHOULD SPARE HIM, FROM REGARD TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE OPINION OF MANICHÆEUS, THAT ADAM THE FIRST HERO HAD SINNED, AND WAS A GREATER SAINT AFTER HIS SIN. 
73. THIS, IN FACT, IS YOUR NOTION ABOUT ADAM AND EVE. (2) IT IS A LONG STORY; BUT I WILL TOUCH ONLY ON WHAT CONCERNS THE PRESENT MATTER. YOU SAY THAT ADAM WAS PRODUCED FROM HIS PARENTS, THE ABORTIVE PRINCES OF DARKNESS; THAT HE HAD IN HIS SOUL THE MOST PART OF LIGHT, AND VERY LITTLE OF THE OPPOSITE RACE. SO, WHILE HE LIVED A HOLY LIFE, ON ACCOUNT OF THE PREVALENCE OF GOOD, STILL THE OPPOSITE PART IN HIM WAS STIRRED UP, SO THAT HE WAS LED AWAY INTO CONJUGAL INTERCOURSE. THUS, HE FELL AND SINNED, BUT AFTERWARDS LIVED IN GREATER HOLINESS. NOW, MY COMPLAINT IS NOT SO MUCH ABOUT THIS WICKED MAN, WHO, UNDER THE GARB OF AN ELECT AND HOLY MAN, BROUGHT SUCH SHAME AND REPROACH ON A FAMILY OF STRANGERS BY HIS SHOCKING IMMORALITY. I DO NOT CHARGE YOU WITH THIS. LET IT BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE ABANDONED CHARACTER OF THE MAN, AND NOT TO YOUR HABITS. I BLAME THE MAN FOR THE ATROCITY, AND NOT YOU. STILL THERE IS THIS IN YOU ALL THAT CANNOT, AS FAR AS I CAN SEE, BE ADMITTED OR TOLERATED, THAT WHILE YOU HOLD THE SOUL TO BE PART OF GOD, YOU STILL MAINTAIN THAT THE MIXTURE OF A LITTLE EVIL PREVAILED OVER THE SUPERIOR FORCE AND QUANTITY OF GOOD. WHO THAT BELIEVES THIS, WHEN INCITED BY PASSION, WILL NOT FIND HERE AN EXCUSE, INSTEAD OF CHECKING AND CONTROLLING HIS PASSION? 
CHAP. 20. DISGRACEFUL CONDUCT DISCOVERED AT ROME
74. WHAT MORE SHALL I SAY OF YOUR CUSTOMS? I HAVE MENTIONED WHAT I FOUND MYSELF WHEN I WAS IN THE CITY WHEN THE THINGS WERE DOME. TO GO THROUGH ALL THAT HAPPENED AT ROME IN MY ABSENCE WOULD TAKE A LONG TIME. I WILL, HOWEVER, GIVE A SHORT ACCOUNT OF IT; FOR THE MATTER BECAME SO NOTORIOUS, THAT EVEN THE ABSENT COULD NOT REMAIN IN IGNORANCE OF IT. AND WHEN I WAS AFTERWARDS IN ROME, I ASCERTAINED THE TRUTH OF ALL I HAD HEARD, ALTHOUGH THE STORY WAS TOLD ME BY AN EYE-WITNESS WHOM I KNEW SO WELL AND ESTEEMED SO HIGHLY, THAT I COULD NOT FEEL ANY DOUBT ABOUT IT. ONE OF YOUR FOLLOWERS, THEN, QUITE EQUAL TO THE ELECT IN THEIR FAR-FAMED ABSTINENCE, FOR HE WAS BOTH LIBERALLY EDUCATED, AND WAS IN THE HABIT OF DEFENDING YOUR SECT WITH GREAT ZEAL, TOOK IT VERY ILL THAT HE HAD CAST IN HIS TEETH THE VILE CONDUCT OF THE ELECT, WHO LIVED IN ALL KINDS OF PLACES, AND WENT HITHER AND THITHER FOR LODGING OF THE WORST DESCRIPTION. HE THEREFORE DESIRED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ASSEMBLE ALL WHO WERE WILLING TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE PRECEPTS INTO HIS OWN HOUSE, AND TO MAINTAIN THEM AT HIS OWN EXPENSE; FOR HE WAS ABOVE THE AVERAGE IN CARELESSNESS AS TO SPENDING MONEY, BESIDES BEING ABOVE THE AVERAGE IN THE AMOUNT HE HAD TO SPEND. HE COMPLAINED THAT IRIS EFFORTS WERE HINDERED BY THE REMISSNESS OF THE BISHOPS, WHOSE ASSISTANCE HE REQUIRED FOR SUCCESS. AT LAST ONE OF YOUR BISHOPS WAS FOUND, A MAN, AS I KNOW, VERY RUDE AND UNPOLISHED, BUT SOMEHOW, FROM HIS VERY MOROSENESS, THE MORE INCLINED TO STRICT OBSERVANCE OF MORALITY. THE FOLLOWER EAGERLY LAYS HOLD OF THIS MAN AS THE PERSON HE HAD LONG WISHED FOR AND FOUND AT LAST, AND RELATES HIS WHOLE PLAN. HE APPROVES AND ASSENTS, AND AGREES TO BE THE FIRST TO TAKE UP HIS ABODE IN THE HOUSE. WHEN THIS WAS DONE, ALL THE ELECT WHO COULD BE AT ROME WERE ASSEMBLED THERE. THE RULE OF LIFE IN THE EPISTLE OF MANICHAEUS WAS LAID BEFORE THEM. MANY THOUGHT IT INTOLERABLE, AND LEFT; NOT A FEW FELT ASHAMED, AND STAYED. THEY BEGAN TO LIVE AS THEY HAD AGREED, AND AS THIS HIGH AUTHORITY ENJOINED. THE FOLLOWER ALL THE TIME WAS ZEALOUSLY ENFORCING EVERYTHING ON EVERYBODY, THOUGH NEVER, IN ANY CASE, WHAT HE DID NOT UNDERTAKE HIMSELF. MEANWHILE QUARRELS CONSTANTLY AROSE AMONG THE ELECT. THEY CHARGED ONE ANOTHER WITH CRIMES, ALL WHICH HE LAMENTED TO HEAR, AND MANAGED TO MAKE THEM UNINTENTIONALLY EXPOSE ONE ANOTHER IN THEIR ALTERCATIONS. THE REVELATIONS WERE VILE BEYOND DESCRIPTION. THUS, APPEARED THE TRUE CHARACTER OF THOSE WHO WERE UNLIKE THE REST IN BEING WILLING TO BEND TO THE YOKE OF THE PRECEPTS. WHAT THEN IS TO BE SUSPECTED, OR RATHER, CONCLUDED, OF THE OTHERS? TO COME TO A CLOSE, THEY GATHERED TOGETHER ON ONE OCCASION AND COMPLAINED THAT THEY COULD NOT KEEP THE REGULATIONS. THEN CAME REBELLION. THE FOLLOWER STATED HIS CASE MOST CONCISELY, THAT EITHER ALL MUST BE KEPT, OR THE MAN WHO HAD GIVEN SUCH A SANCTION TO SUCH PRECEPTS, WHICH NO ONE COULD FULFILL, MUST BE THOUGHT A GREAT FOOL. BUT, AS WAS INEVITABLE, THE WILD CLAMOR OF THE MOB PREVAILED OVER THE OPINION OF ONE MAN. THE BISHOP HIMSELF GAVE WAY AT LAST, AND TOOK TO FLIGHT WITH GREAT DISGRACE; AND HE WAS SAID TO HAVE GOT IN PROVISIONS BY STEALTH, CONTRARY TO RULE, WHICH WERE OFTEN DISCOVERED. HE HAD A SUPPLY OF MONEY FROM HIS PRIVATE PURSE, WHICH HE CAREFULLY KEPT CONCEALED. 
75. IF YOU SAY THESE THINGS ARE FALSE, YOU CONTRADICT WHAT IS TOO CLEAR AND PUBLIC. BUT YOU MAY SAY SO IF YOU LIKE. FOR, AS THE THINGS ARE CERTAIN, AND EASILY KNOWN BY THOSE WHO WISH TO KNOW THEM, THOSE WHO DENY THAT THEY ARE TRUE SHOW WHAT THEIR HABIT OF TELLING THE TRUTH IS. BUT YOU HAVE OTHER REPLIES WITH WHICH I DO NOT FIND FAULT. FOR YOU EITHER SAY THAT SOME DO KEEP YOUR PRECEPTS, AND THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE MIXED UP WITH THE GUILTY IN CONDEMNING THE OTHERS; OR THAT THE WHOLE INQUIRY INTO THE CHARACTER OF THE MEMBERS OF YOUR SECT IS WRONG, FOR THE QUESTION IS OF THE CHARACTER OF THE PROFESSION. SHOULD I GRANT BOTH OF THESE (ALTHOUGH YOU CAN NEITHER POINT OUT THOSE FAITHFUL OBSERVERS OF THE PRECEPTS, NOR CLEAR YOUR HERESY OF ALL THOSE FRIVOLITIES AND INIQUITIES), STILL I MUST INSIST ON KNOWING WHY YOU HEAP REPROACHES ON CHRISTIANS OF THE CATHOLIC NAME ON SEEING THE IMMORAL LIFE OF SOME, WHILE YOU EITHER HAVE THE EFFRONTERY TO REPEL INQUIRY ABOUT YOUR MEMBERS, OR THE STILL GREATER EFFRONTERY NOT TO REPEL IT, WISHING IT TO BE UNDERSTOOD THAT IN YOUR SCANTY MEMBERSHIP THERE ARE SOME UNKNOWN INDIVIDUALS WHO KEEP THE PRECEPTS THEY PROFESS, BUT THAT AMONG THE MULTITUDES IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH THERE ARE NONE. 
ST. AUGUSTIN CONCERNING TWO SOULS, AGAINST THE MANICHAEANS
[DE DUABUS ANIMABUS CONTRA MANICHAEOS.] A.D. 391.
ONE BOOK
CHAP. I. BY WHAT COURSE OF REASONING THE ERROR OF THE MANICHAEANS CONCERNING TWO SOULS, ONE OF WHICH IS NOT FROM GOD, IS REFUTED. EVERY SOUL, INASMUCH AS IT IS A CERTAIN LIFE, CAN HAVE ITS EXISTENCE ONLY FROM GOD THE SOURCE OF LIFE
1. THROUGH THE ASSISTING MERCY OF GOD, THE SNARES OF THE MANICHAEANS HAVING BEEN BROKEN TO PIECES AND LEFT BEHIND, HAVING BEEN RESTORED AT LENGTH TO THE BOSOM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, I AM DISPOSED NOW AT LEAST TO CONSIDER AND TO DEPLORE MY RECENT WRETCHEDNESS. FOR THERE WERE MANY THINGS THAT I OUGHT TO HAVE DONE TO PREVENT THE SEEDS OF THE MOST-TRUE RELIGION WHOLESOMELY IMPLANTED IN ME FROM BOYHOOD, FROM BEING BANISHED FROM MY MIND, HAVING BEEN UPROOTED BY THE ERROR AND FRAUD OF FALSE AND DECEITFUL MEN. FOR, IN THE FIRST PLACE, IF I HAD SOBERLY AND DILIGENTLY CONSIDERED, WITH PRAYERFUL AND PIOUS MIND, THOSE TWO KINDS OF SOULS TO WHICH THEY ATTRIBUTED NATURES AND PROPERTIES SO DISTINCT THAT THEY WISHED ONE TO BE REGARDED AS OF THE VERY SUBSTANCE OF GOD, BUT WERE NOT EVEN WILLING THAT GOD SHOULD BE ACCEPTED AS THE AUTHOR OF THE OTHER; PERHAPS IT WOULD HAVE APPEARED TO ME, INTENT ON LEARNING, THAT THERE IS NO LIFE WHATSOEVER, WHICH, BY THE VERY FACT OF ITS BEING LIFE AND IN SO FAR AS IT IS LIFE AT ALL, DOES NOT PERTAIN TO THE SUPREME SOURCE AND BEGINNING OF LIFE, (2) WHICH WE MUST ACKNOWLEDGE TO BE NOTHING ELSE THAN THE SUPREME AND ONLY AND TRUE GOD. WHEREFORE THERE IS NO REASON WHY WE SHOULD NOT CONFESS, THAT THOSE SOULS WHICH THE MANICHAEANS CALL EVIL ARE EITHER DEVOID OF LIFE AND SO NOT SOULS, NEITHER WILL ANYTHING POSITIVELY OR NEGATIVELY, NEITHER FOLLOW AFTER NOR FLEE FROM ANYTHING; OR, IF THEY LIVE SO THAT THEY CAN BE SOULS, AND ACT AS THE MANICHAEANS SUPPOSE, IN NO WAY DO THEY LIVE UNLESS BY LIFE, AND IF IT BE AN ESTABLISHED FACT, AS IT IS, THAT CHRIST HAS SAID: "I AM THE LIFE," (3) THAT ALL SOULS SEEING THAT THEY CANNOT BE SOULS EXCEPT BY LIVING WERE CREATED AND FASHIONED BY CHRIST, THAT IS, BY THE LIFE. 
CHAP. 2. IF THE LIGHT THAT IS PERCEIVED BY SENSE HAS GOD FOR ITS AUTHOR, AS THE MANICHAEANS ACKNOWLEDGE, MUCH MORE. THE SOUL WHICH IS PERCEIVED BY INTELLECT ALONE
2. BUT IF AT THAT TIME (4) MY THOUGHT WAS NOT ABLE TO BEAR AND SUSTAIN THE QUESTION CONCERNING LIFE AND PARTAKING OF LIFE, WHICH IS TRULY A GREAT QUESTION, AND ONE THAT REQUIRES MUCH CALM DISCUSSION AMONG THE LEARNED, I MIGHT PERCHANCE HAVE HAD POWER TO DISCOVER THAT WHICH TO EVERY MAN CONSIDERING HIMSELF, WITHOUT A STUDY OF THE INDIVIDUAL PARTS, IS PERFECTLY EVIDENT, NAMELY, THAT EVERYTHING WE ARE SAID TO KNOW AND TO UNDERSTAND, WE COMPREHEND EITHER BY BODILY SENSE OR BY MENTAL OPERATION. THAT THE FIVE BODILY SENSES ARE COMMONLY ENUMERATED AS SIGHT, HEARING, SMELL, TASTE, TOUCH, THAN ALL OF WHICH INTELLECT IS IMMEASURABLY MORE NOBLE AND EXCELLENT, WHO WOULD HAVE BEEN SO UNGRATEFUL AND IMPIOUS AS NOT TO CONCEDE TO ME; WHICH BEING ESTABLISHED AND CONFIRMED, WE SHOULD HAVE SEEN HOW IT FOLLOWS, THAT WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE PERCEIVED BY TOUCH OR SIGHT OR IN ANY BODILY MANNER AT ALL, ARE BY SO MUCH INFERIOR TO THOSE THINGS THAT WE COMPREHEND INTELLECTUALLY AS THE SENSES ARE INFERIOR TO THE INTELLECT. WHEREFORE, SINCE ALL LIFE, AND SO EVERY SOUL, CAN BE PERCEIVED BY NO BODILY SENSE, BUT BY THE INTELLECT ALONE, WHEREAS WHILE YONDER SUN AND MOON AND EVERY LUMINARY THAT IS BEHELD BY THESE MORTAL EYES, THE MANICHAEANS THEMSELVES ALSO SAY MUST BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE TRUE AND GOOD GOD, IT IS THE HEIGHT OF MADNESS TO CLAIM THAT THAT BELONGS TO GOD WHICH WE OBSERVE BODILY; BUT, ON THE OTHER HAND, TO THINK THAT WHAT WE RECEIVE NOT ONLY BY THE MIND, BUT BY THE HIGHEST FORM OF MIND, (1) NAMELY, REASON AND INTELLECT, (2) THAT IS LIFE, WHATSOEVER IT MAY BE CALLED, NEVERTHELESS LIFE, SHOULD BE DEPRIVED AND BEREFT OF THE SAME GOD AS ITS AUTHOR. FOR IF HAVING INVOKED GOD, I HAD ASKED MYSELF WHAT LIVING IS, HOW INSCRUTABLE IT IS TO EVERY BODILY SENSE, HOW ABSOLUTELY INCORPOREAL IT IS, COULD NOT I HAVE ANSWERED? OR WOULD NOT THE MANICHAEANS ALSO CONFESS NOT ONLY THAT THE SOULS THEY DETEST LIVE, BUT THAT THEY LIVE ALSO IMMORTALLY? AND THAT CHRIST'S SAYING: "SEND THE DEAD TO BURY THEIR DEAD,"(3) WAS UTTERED NOT WITH REFERENCE TO THOSE NOT LIVING AT ALL, BUT WITH REFERENCE TO SINNERS, WHICH IS THE ONLY DEATH OF THE IMMORTAL SOUL; AS WHEN PAUL WRITES: "THE WIDOW THAT GIVETH HERSELF TO PLEASURE IS DEAD WHILE SHE LIVES," (4) HE SAYS THAT SHE AT THE SAME TIME IS DEAD, AND ALIVE. WHEREFORE I SHOULD HAVE DIRECTED ATTENTION NOT TO THE GREAT DEGREE OF CONTAMINATION IN WHICH THE SINFUL SOUL LIVES, BUT ONLY TO THE FACT ITSELF THAT IT LIVES. BUT IF I CANNOT PERCEIVE EXCEPT BY AN ACT OF INTELLIGENCE, I BELIEVE IT WOULD HAVE COME INTO THE MIND, THAT BY AS MUCH AS ANY MIND WHATEVER IS TO BE PREFERRED TO THE LIGHT WHICH WE SEE THROUGH THESE EYES, BY SO MUCH WE SHOULD GIVE TO INTELLECT THE PREFERENCE OVER THE EYES THEMSELVES. 
CHAP. 3. HOW IT IS PROVED THAT EVERY BODY ALSO IS FROM GOD. THAT THE SOUL WHICH IS CALLED EVIL BY THE MANICHAEANS IS BETTER THAN LIGHT
THEY ALSO AFFIRM THAT THE LIGHT IS FROM THE FATHER OF CHRIST: SHOULD I THEN HAVE DOUBTED THAT EVERY SOUL IS FROM HIM? BUT NOT EVEN THEN, AS A MAN FORSOOTH SO INEXPERIENCED AND SO YOUTHFUL AS I WAS, SHOULD I HAVE BEEN IN DOUBT AS TO THE DERIVATION NOT ONLY OF THE SOUL, BUT ALSO OF THE BODY, NAY OF EVERYTHING WHATSOEVER, FROM HIM, IF I HAD REVERENTLY AND CAUTIOUSLY REFLECTED ON WHAT FORM IS, OR WHAT HAS BEEN FORMED, WHAT SHAPE IS AND WHAT HAS BEEN ENDUED WITH SHAPE. 
3. BUT NOT TO SPEAK AT PRESENT CONCERNING THE BODY, I LAMENT CONCERNING THE SOUL, CONCERNING SPONTANEOUS AND VIVID MOVEMENT, CONCERNING ACTION, CONCERNING LIFE, CONCERNING IMMORTALITY; IN FINE, I LAMENT THAT I, MISERABLE, SHOULD HAVE BELIEVED THAT ANYTHING COULD HAVE ALL THESE PROPERTIES APART FROM THE GOODNESS OF GOD, WHICH PROPERTIES, GREAT AS THEY ARE, I SADLY NEGLECTED TO CONSIDER; THIS I THINK, SHOULD BE TO ME A MATTER OF GROANING AND OF WEEPING. I SHOULD HAVE INWARDLY PONDERED THESE THINGS, I SHOULD HAVE DISCUSSED THEM WITH MYSELF, I SHOULD HAVE REFERRED THEM TO OTHERS, I SHOULD HAVE PROPOUNDED THE INQUIRY, WHAT THE POWER OF KNOWING IS, SEEING THERE IS NOTHING IN MAN THAT WE CAN COMPARE TO THIS EXCELLENCY? AND AS MEN, IF ONLY THEY HAD BEEN MEN, WOULD HAVE GRANTED ME THIS, I SHOULD HAVE INQUIRED WHETHER SEEING WITH THESE EYES IS KNOWING? IN CASE THEY HAD ANSWERED NEGATIVELY, I SHOULD FIRST HAVE CONCLUDED, THAT MENTAL INTELLIGENCE IS VASTLY INFERIOR TO OCULAR SENSATION; THEN I SHOULD HAVE ADDED, THAT WHAT WE PERCEIVE BY MEANS OF A BETTER THING MUST NEEDS BE JUDGED TO BE ITSELF BETTER. WHO WOULD NOT GRANT THIS? I SHOULD HAVE GONE ON TO INQUIRE, WHETHER THAT SOUL WHICH THEY CALL EVIL IS AN OBJECT OF OCULAR SENSATION OR OF MENTAL INTELLIGENCE? THEY WOULD HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE LATTER IS THE CASE. ALL WHICH THINGS HAVING BEEN AGREED UPON AND CONFIRMED BETWEEN US, I SHOULD HAVE SHOWN HOW IT FOLLOWS, THAT THAT SOUL FORSOOTH WHICH THEY EXECRATE, IS BETTER THAN THAT LIGHT WHICH THEY VENERATE, SINCE THE FORMER IS AN OBJECT OF MENTAL KNOWLEDGE, THE LATTER AN OBJECT OF CORPOREAL SENSE PERCEPTION. BUT HERE PERHAPS THEY WOULD HAVE HALTED, AND WOULD HAVE REFUSED TO FOLLOW THE LEAD OF REASON, SO GREAT IS THE POWER OF INVETERATE OPINION AND OF FALSEHOOD LONG DEFENDED AND BELIEVED. BUT I SHOULD HAVE PRESSED YET MORE UPON THEM HALTING, NOT HARSHLY, NOT IN PUERILE FASHION, NOT OBSTINATELY; I SHOULD HAVE REPEATED THE THINGS THAT HAD BEEN CONCEDED, AND HAVE SHOWN HOW THEY MUST BE CONCEDED. I SHOULD HAVE EXHORTED THAT THEY CONSULT IN COMMON, THAT THEY MAY SEE CLEARLY WHAT MUST BE DENIED TO US; WHETHER THEY THINK IT FALSE THAT INTELLECTUAL PERCEPTION IS TO BE PREFERRED TO THESE CARNAL ORGANS OF SIGHT, OR THAT WHAT IS KNOWN BY MEANS OF THE EXCELLENCY OF THE MIND IS MORE EXCELLENT THAN WHAT IS KNOWN BY VILE CORPOREAL SENSATION; WHETHER THEY WOULD BE UNWILLING TO CONFESS THAT THOSE SOULS WHICH THEY THINK HETEROGENOUS, CAN BE KNOWN ONLY BY INTELLECTUAL PERCEPTION, THAT IS, BY THE EXCELLENCY ITSELF OF THE MIND; WHETHER THEY WOULD WISH TO DENY THAT THE SUN AND THE MOON ARE MADE KNOWN TO US ONLY BY MEANS OF THESE EYES. BUT IF THEY HAD REPLIED THAT NO ONE OF THESE THINGS COULD BE DENIED OTHERWISE THAN MOST ABSURDLY AND MOST IMPUDENTLY, I SHOULD HAVE URGED THAT THEY OUGHT NOT TO DOUBT BUT THAT THE LIGHT WHOSE WORTHINESS OF WORSHIP THEY PROCLAIM, IS VILER THAN THAT SOUL WHICH THEY ADMONISH MEN TO FLEE. 
CHAP. 4. EVEN THE SOUL OF A FLY IS MORE EXCELLENT THAN THE LIGHT
4. AND HERE, IF PERCHANCE IN THEIR CONFUSION THEY HAD INQUIRED OF ME WHETHER I THOUGHT THAT THE SOUL EVEN OF A FLY (1) SURPASSES THAT LIGHT, I SHOULD HAVE REPLIED, YES, NOR SHOULD IT HAVE TROUBLED ME THAT THE FLY IS LITTLE, BUT IT SHOULD HAVE CONFIRMED ME THAT IT IS ALIVE. FOR IT IS INQUIRED, WHAT CAUSES THOSE MEMBERS SO DIMINUTIVE TO GROW, WHAT LEADS SO MINUTE A BODY HERE AND THERE ACCORDING TO ITS NATURAL APPETITE, WHAT MOVES ITS FEET IN NUMERICAL ORDER WHEN IT IS RUNNING, WHAT REGULATES AND GIVES VIBRATION TO ITS WINGS WHEN FLYING? THIS THING WHATEVER IT IS IN SO SMALL A CREATURE TOWERS UP SO PROMINENTLY TO ONE WELL CONSIDERING, THAT IT EXCELS ANY LIGHTNING FLASHING UPON THE EYES. 
CHAP. 5. HOW VICIOUS SOULS, HOWEVER WORTHY OF CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] THEY MAY BE, EXCEL THE LIGHT WHICH IS PRAISEWORTHY IN ITS KIND
CERTAINLY, NOBODY DOUBTS THAT WHATEVER IS AN OBJECT OF INTELLECTUAL PERCEPTION, BY VIRTUE OF DIVINE LAWS SURPASSES IN EXCELLENCE EVERY SENSIBLE OBJECT AND CONSEQUENTLY ALSO THIS LIGHT. FOR WHAT, I ASK, DO WE PERCEIVE BY THOUGHT, IF NOT THAT IT IS ONE THING TO KNOW WITH THE MIND, AND ANOTHER THING TO EXPERIENCE BODILY SENSATIONS, AND THAT THE FORMER IS INCOMPARABLY MORE SUBLIME THAN THE LATTER, AND SO THAT INTELLIGIBLE THINGS MUST NEEDS BE PREFERRED TO SENSIBLE THINGS, SINCE THE INTELLECT ITSELF IS SO HIGHLY EXALTED ABOVE THE SENSES? 
5. HENCE THIS ALSO I SHOULD PERCHANCE HAVE KNOWN, WHICH MANIFESTLY FOLLOWS, SINCE INJUSTICE AND INTEMPERANCE AND OTHER VICES OF THE MIND ARE NOT OBJECTS OF SENSE, BUT OF INTELLECT, HOW IT COMES ABOUT THAT THESE TOO WHICH WE DETEST AND CONSIDER CONDEMNABLE, YET IN AS MUCH AS THEY ARE OBJECTS OF INTELLECT, CAN OUTRANK THIS LIGHT HOWEVER PRAISEWORTHY IT MAY BE IN ITS KIND. FOR IT IS BORNE IN UPON THE MIND SUBJECTING ITSELF WELL TO GOD, THAT, FIRST OF ALL, NOT EVERYTHING THAT WE PRAISE IS TO BE PREFERRED TO EVERYTHING THAT WE FIND FAULT WITH. FOR IN PRAISING THE PUREST LEAD, I DO NOT THEREFORE PUT A HIGHER VALUE UPON IT THAN UPON THE GOLD THAT I FIND FAULT WITH. FOR EVERYTHING MUST BE CONSIDERED IN ITS KIND. I DISAPPROVE OF A LAWYER IGNORANT OF MANY STATUTES, YET I SO PREFER HIM TO THE MOST APPROVED TAILOR, THAT I SHOULD THINK HIM INCOMPARABLY SUPERIOR. BUT I PRAISE THE TAILOR BECAUSE HE IS THOROUGHLY SKILLED IN HIS OWN CRAFT, WHILE I RIGHTLY BLAME THE LAWYER BECAUSE HE IMPERFECTLY FULFILLS THE FUNCTIONS OF HIS PROFESSION. WHEREFORE I SHOULD HAVE FOUND OUT THAT THE LIGHT WHICH IN ITS OWN KIND IS PERFECT, IS RIGHTLY TO BE PRAISED; YET BECAUSE IT IS INCLUDED IN THE NUMBER OF SENSIBLE THINGS, WHICH CLASS MUST, NEEDS YIELD TO THE CLASS OF INTELLIGIBLE THINGS, IT MUST BE RANKED BELOW UNJUST AND INTEMPERATE SOULS, SINCE THESE ARE INTELLIGIBLE; ALTHOUGH WE MAY WITHOUT INJUSTICE JUDGE THESE TO BE MOST WORTHY OF CONDEMNATION. FOR IN THE CASE OF THESE WE ASK THAT THEY BE RECONCILED TO GOD, NOT THAT THEY BE PREFERRED TO THAT LIGHTNING. WHEREFORE, IF ANY ONE HAD CONTENDED THAT THIS LUMINARY IS FROM GOD, I SHOULD NOT HAVE OPPOSED; BUT RATHER I SHOULD HAVE SAID, THAT SOULS, EVEN VICIOUS ONES, NOT IN SO FAR AS THEY ARE VICIOUS, BUT IN SO FAR AS THEY ARE SOULS, MUST BE ACKNOWLEDGED TO BE CREATURES OF GOD. 
CHAP. 6. WHETHER EVEN VICES THEMSELVES AS OBJECTS OF INTELLECTUAL APPREHENSION ARE TO BE PREFERRED TO LIGHT AS AN OBJECT OF SENSE PERCEPTION, AND ARE TO BE ATTRIBUTED TO GOD AS THEIR AUTHOR. VICE OF THE MIND AND CERTAIN DEFECTS ARE NOT RIGHTLY TO BE COUNTED AMONG INTELLIGIBLE THINGS. DEFECTS THEMSELVES EVEN IF THEY SHOULD BE COUNTED AMONG INTELLIGIBLE THINGS SHOULD NEVER BE PUT BEFORE SENSIBLE THINGS. IF LIGHT IS VISIBLE BY GOD, MUCH MORE IS THE SOUL, EVEN IF VICIOUS, WHICH IN SO FAR AS IT LIVES IS AN INTELLIGIBLE THING. PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE ARE ADDUCED BY THE MANICHAEANS TO THE CONTRARY
AT THIS POINT, IN CASE SOME ONE OF THEM, CAUTIOUS AND WATCHFUL, NOW ALSO MORE STUDIOUS THAN PERTINACIOUS, HAD ADMONISHED ME THAT THE INQUIRY IS NOT ABOUT VICIOUS SOULS BUT ABOUT VICES THEMSELVES, WHICH, SEEING THAT THEY ARE NOT KNOWN BY CORPOREAL SENSE, AND YET ARE KNOWN, CAN ONLY BE RECEIVED AS OBJECTS OF INTELLECTUAL APPREHENSION, WHICH IF THEY EXCEL ALL OBJECTS OF SENSE, WHY CAN WE NOT AGREE IN ATTRIBUTING LIGHT TO GOD AS ITS AUTHOR, BUT ONLY A SACRILEGIOUS PERSON WOULD SAY THAT GOD IS THE AUTHOR OF VICES; I SHOULD HAVE REPLIED TO THE MAN, IF EITHER ON THE SPUR OF THE MOMENT, AS IS CUSTOMARY TO THE WORSHIPPERS OF THE GOOD GOD, A SOLUTION OF THIS QUESTION HAD DARTED LIKE LIGHTNING FROM ON HIGH, OR A SOLUTION HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY PREPARED. IF I HAD NOT DESERVED OR WAS UNABLE TO AVAIL MYSELF OF EITHER OF THESE METHODS, I SHOULD HAVE DEFERRED THE UNDERTAKING, AND SHOULD HAVE CONFESSED THAT THE THING PROPOUNDED WAS DIFFICULT TO DISCERN AND ARDUOUS. I SHOULD HAVE WITHDRAWN TO MYSELF, PROSTRATED MYSELF BEFORE GOD, GROANED ALOUD ASKING HIM NOT TO SUFFER ME TO HALT IN MID SPACE, WHEN I SHOULD HAVE MOVED FORWARD WITH ASSURED ARGUMENTS, ASKING HIM THAT I MIGHT NOT BE COMPELLED BY A DOUBTFUL QUESTION EITHER TO SUBORDINATE INTELLIGIBLE THINGS TO SENSIBLE, AND TO YIELD, OR TO CALL HIMSELF THE AUTHOR OF VICES; SINCE EITHER OF THESE ALTERNATIVES WOULD HAVE BEEN ABSOLUTELY FULL OF FALSEHOOD AND IMPIETY. I CAN BY NO MEANS SUPPOSE THAT HE WOULD HAVE DESERTED ME IN SUCH A FRAME OF MIND. RATHER, IN HIS OWN INEFFABLE WAY, HE WOULD HAVE ADMONISHED ME TO CONSIDER AGAIN AND AGAIN WHETHER VICES OF MIND CONCERNING WHICH I WAS SO TROUBLED SHOULD BE RECKONED AMONG INTELLIGIBLE THINGS. BUT THAT I MIGHT FIND OUT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE WEAKNESS OF MY INNER EYE, WHICH RIGHTLY BEFELL ME ON ACCOUNT OF MY SINS, I SHOULD HAVE DEVISED SOME SORT OF STAGE FOR GAZING UPON SPIRITUAL THINGS IN VISIBLE THINGS THEMSELVES, OF WHICH WE HAVE BY NO MEANS A SURER KNOWLEDGE, BUT A MORE CONFIDENT FAMILIARITY. THEREFORE, I SHOULD STRAIGHTWAY HAVE INQUIRED, WHAT PROPERLY PERTAINS TO THE SENSATION OF THE EYES. I SHOULD HAVE FOUND THAT IT IS THE COLOR, THE DOMINION OF WHICH THE LIGHT HOLDS. FOR THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT NO OTHER SENSE TOUCHES, FOR THE MOTIONS AND MAGNITUDES AND INTERVALS AND FIGURES OF BODIES, ALTHOUGH THEY ALSO CAN BE PERCEIVED BY THE EYES, YET TO PERCEIVE SUCH IS NOT THEIR PECULIAR FUNCTION, BUT BELONGS ALSO TO TOUCH. WHENCE I SHOULD HAVE GATHERED THAT BY AS MUCH AS YONDER LIGHT EXCELS OTHER CORPOREAL AND SENSIBLE THINGS, BY SO MUCH IS SIGHT MORE NOBLE THAN THE OTHER SENSES. THE LIGHT THEREFORE HAVING BEEN SELECTED FROM ALL THE THINGS THAT ARE PERCEIVED BY BODILY SENSE, BY THIS [LIGHT] I SHOULD HAVE STRIVEN, AND IN THIS OF NECESSITY I SHOULD HAVE PLACED THAT STAGE OF MY INQUIRY. I SHOULD HAVE GONE ON TO CONSIDER WHAT MIGHT BE DONE IN THIS WAY, AND THUS I SHOULD HAVE REASONED WITH MYSELF: IF YONDER SUN, CONSPICUOUS BY ITS BRIGHTNESS AND SUFFICING FOR DAY BY ITS LIGHT, SHOULD LITTLE BY LITTLE DECLINE IN OUR SIGHT INTO THE LIKENESS OF THE MOON, WOULD WE PERCEIVE ANYTHING ELSE WITH OUR EYES THAN LIGHT HOWEVER REFULGENT, YET SEEKING LIGHT BY REASON OF NOT SEEING WHAT HAD BEEN, AND USING IT FOR SEEING WHAT WAS PRESENT? THEREFORE, WE SHOULD NOT SEE THE DECLINE, BUT THE LIGHT THAT SHOULD SURVIVE THE DECLINE. BUT SINCE WE SHOULD NOT SEE, WE SHOULD NOT PERCEIVE; FOR WHATEVER WE PERCEIVE BY SIGHT MUST NECESSARILY BE SEEN; WHEREFORE IF THAT DECLINE WERE PERCEIVED NEITHER BY SIGHT NOR BY ANY OTHER SENSE, IT CANNOT BE RECKONED AMONG OBJECTS OF SENSE. FOR NOTHING IS AN OBJECT OF SENSE THAT CANNOT BE PERCEIVED BY SENSE. LET US APPLY NOW THE CONSIDERATION TO VIRTUE, BY WHOSE INTELLECTUAL LIGHT WE MOST FITTINGLY SAY THE MIND SHINES. AGAIN, A CERTAIN DECLINE FROM THIS LIGHT OF VIRTUE, NOT DESTROYING THE SOUL, BUT OBSCURING IT, IS CALLED VICE. THEREFORE, ALSO VICE CAN BY NO MEANS BE RECKONED AMONG OBJECTS OF INTELLECTUAL PERCEPTION, AS THAT DECLINE OF LIGHT IS RIGHTLY EXCLUDED FROM THE NUMBER OF OBJECTS OF SENSE PERCEPTION. YET WHAT REMAINS OF SOUL, THAT IS THAT WHICH LIVES AND IS SOUL IS JUST AS MUCH AN OBJECT OF INTELLECTUAL PERCEPTION AS THAT IS AN OBJECT OF SENSE PERCEPTION WHICH SHOULD SHINE IN THIS VISIBLE LUMINARY AFTER ANY IMAGINABLE DEGREE OF DECLINE. AND SO THE SOUL, IN SO FAR AS IT IS SOUL AND PARTAKES OF LIFE, WITHOUT WHICH IT CAN IN NO WAY BE SOUL, IS MOST CORRECTLY TO BE PREFERRED TO ALL OBJECTS OF SENSE PERCEPTION. WHEREFORE IT IS MOST ERRONEOUS TO SAY THAT ANY SOUL IS NOT FROM GOD, FROM WHOM YOU BOAST THAT THE SUN AND MOON HAVE THEIR EXISTENCE. 
7. BUT IF NOW IT SHOULD BE THOUGHT FIT TO DESIGNATE AS OBJECTS OF SENSE PERCEPTION NOT ONLY ALL THOSE THINGS THAT WE PERCEIVE BY THE SENSES, BUT ALSO ALL THOSE THINGS THAT THOUGH NOT PERCEIVING BY THE SENSES WE JUDGE OF BY MEANS OF THE BODY, AS OF DARKNESS THROUGH THE EYES, OF SILENCE THROUGH THE EARS,--FOR NOT BY SEEING DARKNESS AND NOT BY HEARING SILENCE DO WE KNOW OF THEIR EXISTENCE,--AND AGAIN, IN THE CASE OF OBJECTS OF INTELLECTUAL PERCEPTION, NOT THOSE THINGS ONLY WHICH WE SEE ILLUMINATED BY THE MIND, AS IS WISDOM ITSELF, BUT ALSO THOSE THINGS WHICH BY THE ILLUMINATION ITSELF WE AVOID, SUCH AS FOOLISHNESS, WHICH I MIGHT FITTINGLY DESIGNATE MENTAL DARKNESS; I SHOULD HAVE MADE NO CONTROVERSY ABOUT A WORD, BUT SHOULD HAVE DISSOLVED THE WHOLE QUESTION BY AN EASY DIVISION, AND STRAIGHTWAY I SHOULD HAVE PROVED TO THOSE GIVING GOOD ATTENTION, THAT BY THE DIVINE LAW OF TRUTH INTELLIGIBLE SUBSISTENCE’S ARE TO BE PREFERRED TO SENSIBLE SUBSISTENCE’S, NOT THE DECLINE OF THESE SUBSISTENCE’S, EVEN THOUGH WE SHOULD CHOOSE TO CALL THESE INTELLIGIBLE, THOSE SENSIBLE. WHEREFORE, THAT THOSE WHO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THESE VISIBLE LUMINARIES AND THOSE INTELLIGIBLE SOULS ARE SUBSISTENCE’S, ARE IN EVERY WAY COMPELLED TO GRANT AND TO ATTRIBUTE THE SUBLIMER PART TO SOULS; BUT THAT DEFECTS OF EITHER KIND CANNOT BE PREFERRED THE ONE TO THE OTHER, FOR THEY ARE ONLY PRIVATIVE AND INDICATE NONEXISTENCE, AND THEREFORE HAVE PRECISELY THE SAME FORCE AS NEGATIONS THEMSELVES. FOR WHEN WE SAY, IT IS NOT GOLD, AND, IT IS NOT VIRTUE, ALTHOUGH THERE IS THE GREATEST POSSIBLE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GOLD AND VIRTUE, YET THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE NEGATIONS THAT WE ADJOIN TO THEM. BUT THAT IT IS WORSE INDEED NOT TO BE VIRTUE THAN NOT TO BE GOLD, NO SANE MAN DOUBTS. WHO DOES NOT KNOW THAT THE DIFFERENCE LIES NOT IN THE NEGATIONS THEMSELVES, BUT IN THE THINGS TO WHICH THEY ARE ADJOINED? FOR BY AS MUCH AS VIRTUE IS MORE EXCELLENT THAN GOLD, BY SO MUCH IS IT MORE WRETCHED TO BE IN WANT OF VIRTUE THAN OF GOLD. WHEREFORE, SINCE INTELLIGIBLE THINGS EXCEL SENSIBLE THINGS, WE RIGHTLY FEEL GREATER REPUGNANCE TOWARDS DEFECT IN INTELLIGIBLE THAN IN SENSIBLE THINGS, ESTEEMING NOT THE DEFECTS, BUT THE THINGS THAT ARE DEFICIENT MORE OR LESS PRECIOUS. FROM WHICH NOW IT APPEARS, THAT DEFECT OF LIGHT, WHICH IS INTELLIGIBLE, IS FAR MORE WRETCHED THAN DEFECT OF THE SENSIBLE LIGHT, BECAUSE, FORSOOTH, LIFE WHICH IS KNOWN IS BY FAR MORE PRECIOUS THAN YONDER LIGHT WHICH IS SEEN. 
8. THIS BEING THE CASE, WHO WILL DARE, WHILE ATTRIBUTING SUN AND MOON, AND WHATEVER IS REFULGENT IN THE STARS, NAY IN THIS FIRE OF OURS AND IN THIS VISIBLE EARTHLY LIFE, TO GOD, TO DECLINE TO GRANT THAT ANY SOULS WHATSOEVER, WHICH ARE NOT SOULS EXCEPT BY THE FACT OF THEIR BEING PERFECTLY ALIVE, SINCE IN THIS FACT ALONE LIFE HAS THE PRECEDENCE OF LIGHT, ARE FROM GOD. AND SINCE HE SPEAKS TRUTH WHO SAYS, IN AS FAR AS A THING SHINES IT IS FROM GOD, WOULD I SPEAK FALSELY, MIGHTY GOD, IF I SHOULD SAY, IN SO FAR AS A THING LIVES IT IS FROM GOD? LET NOT, I BESEECH THEE, BLINDNESS OF INTELLECT AND PERVERSIONS OF MIND BE INCREASED TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT MEN MAY FAIL TO KNOW THESE THINGS. BUT HOWEVER GREAT THEIR ERROR AND PERTINACITY MIGHT HAVE BEEN, TRUSTING IN THESE ARGUMENTS AND ARMED THEREWITH, I BELIEVE THAT WHEN I SHOULD HAVE LAID THE MATTER BEFORE THEM THUS CONSIDERED AND CANVASSED, AND SHOULD HAVE CALMLY CONFERRED WITH THEM, I SHOULD HAVE FEARED LEST ANY ONE OF THEM SHOULD HAVE SEEMED TO ME TO BE OF ANY CONSEQUENCE, SHOULD HE ENDEAVOR TO SUBORDINATE OR EVEN TO COMPARE TO BODILY SENSE, OR TO THOSE THINGS THAT PERTAIN TO BODILY SENSE AS OBJECTS OF KNOWLEDGE, EITHER INTELLECT OR THOSE THINGS THAT ARE PERCEIVED (NOT BY WAY OF DEFECT) BY THE INTELLECT. WHICH POINT HAVING BEEN SETTLED, HOW WOULD HE OR ANY OTHER HAVE DARED TO DENY THAT SUCH SOULS AS HE WOULD CONSIDER EVIL, YET SINCE THEY ARE SOULS, ARE TO BE RECKONED IN THE NUMBER OF INTELLIGIBLE THINGS, NOR ARE OBJECTS OF INTELLECTUAL PERCEPTION BY WAY OF DEFECT? THIS IS ON THE SUPPOSITION THAT SOULS ARE SOULS ONLY BY BEING ALIVE. FOR IF THEY WERE INTELLECTUALLY PERCEIVED AS VICIOUS THROUGH DEFECT, BEING VICIOUS BY LACK OF VIRTUE, YET THEY ARE PERCEIVED AS SOULS NOT THROUGH DEFECT, FOR THEY ARE SOULS BY REASON OF BEING ALIVE. NOR CAN IT BE MAINTAINED THAT PRESENCE OF LIFE IS A CAUSE OF DEFECT, FOR BY AS MUCH AS ANYTHING IS DEFECTIVE, BY SO MUCH IS IT SEVERED FROM LIFE. 
9. SINCE THEREFORE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN EVERY WAY EVIDENT THAT NO SOULS CAN BE SEPARATED FROM THAT AUTHOR FROM WHOM YONDER LIGHT IS NOT SEPARATED, WHATEVER THEY MIGHT HAVE NOW ADDUCED I SHOULD NOT HAVE ACCEPTED, AND SHOULD RATHER HAVE ADMONISHED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD CHOOSE WITH ME TO FOLLOW THOSE WHO MAINTAIN THAT WHATEVER IS, SINCE IT IS, AND IN WHATEVER DEGREE IT IS, HAS ITS EXISTENCE FROM THE ONE GOD. 
CHAP. 7. HOW EVIL MEN ARE OF GOD, OR NOT OF GOD
THEY MIGHT HAVE CITED AGAINST ME THOSE WORDS OF THE GOSPEL: "YE THEREFORE DO NOT HEAR, BECAUSE YE ARE NOT OF GOD;" "YE ARE OF YOUR FATHER THE DEVIL." (1) I ALSO SHOULD HAVE CITED: "ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANYTHING MADE," (2) AND THIS OF THE APOSTLE: "ONE GOD OF WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, AND ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST THROUGH WHOM ARE ALL THINGS," (1) AND AGAIN FROM THE SAME APOSTLE: "OF WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, THROUGH WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, IN WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, TO HIM BE GLORY." (2) I SHOULD HAVE EXHORTED THOSE MEN (IF INDEED I HAD FOUND THEM MEN), THAT WE SHOULD PRESUME UPON NOTHING AS IF WE HAD FOUND IT OUT, BUT SHOULD RATHER INQUIRE OF THE MASTERS WHO WOULD DEMONSTRATE THE AGREEMENT AND HARMONY OF THOSE PASSAGES THAT SEEM TO BE DISCORDANT. FOR WHEN IN ONE AND THE SAME SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY WE READ: "ALL THINGS ARE OF GOD,"(3) AND ELSEWHERE: "YE ARE NOT OF GOD," SINCE IT IS WRONG RASHLY TO CONDEMN BOOKS OF SCRIPTURE, WHO WOULD NOT HAVE SEEN THAT A SKILLED TEACHER SHOULD BE FOUND WHO WOULD KNOW A SOLUTION OF THIS PROBLEM, FROM WHOM ASSUREDLY IF ENDOWED WITH GOOD INTELLECTUAL POWERS, AND A "SPIRITUAL MAN," AS IS SAID BY DIVINE INSPIRATION(4) (FOR HE WOULD NECESSARILY HAVE FAVORED THE TRUE ARGUMENTS CONCERNING THE INTELLIGIBLE AND SENSIBLE NATURE, WHICH, AS FAR AS I CAN, I HAVE CONDUCTED AND HANDLED, NAY HE WOULD HAVE DISCLOSED THEM FAR BETTER AND MORE CONVINCINGLY); WE SHOULD HAVE HEARD NOTHING ELSE CONCERNING THIS PROBLEM, EXCEPT, AS MIGHT HAPPEN, THAT THERE IS NO CLASS OF SOULS BUT HAS ITS EXISTENCE FROM GOD, AND THAT IT IS YET RIGHTLY SAID TO SINNERS AND UNBELIEVERS: "YE ARE NOT OF GOD." FOR WE ALSO, PERCHANCE, DIVINE AID HAVING BEEN IMPLORED, SHOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE EASILY TO SEE, THAT IT IS ONE THING TO LIVE AND ANOTHER TO SIN, AND (ALTHOUGH LIFE IN SIN MAY BE CALLED DEATH IN COMPARISON WITH JUST LIFE,(5) AND WHILE IN ONE MAN IT MAY BE FOUND, THAT HE IS AT THE SAME TIME ALIVE AND A SINNER) THAT SO FAR AS HE IS ALIVE, HE IS OF GOD, SO FAR AS HE IS A SINNER HE IS NOT OF GOD. IN WHICH DIVISION WE USE THAT ALTERNATIVE THAT SUITS OUR SENTIMENT; SO THAT WHEN WE WISH TO INSIST UPON THE OMNIPOTENCE OF GOD AS CREATOR, WE MAY SAY EVEN TO SINNERS THAT THEY ARE OF GOD. FOR WE ARE SPEAKING TO THOSE WHO ARE CONTAINED IN SOME CLASS, WE ARE SPEAKING TO THOSE HAVING ANIMAL LIFE, WE ARE SPEAKING TO RATIONAL BEINGS, WE ARE SPEAKING LASTLY--AND THIS APPLIES ESPECIALLY TO THE MATTER IN HAND--TO LIVING BEINGS, ALL WHICH THINGS ARE ESSENTIALLY DIVINE FUNCTIONS. BUT WHEN OUR PURPOSE IS TO CONVICT EVIL MEN, WE RIGHTLY SAY: "YE ARE NOT OF GOD." FOR WE SPEAK TO THEM AS AVERSE TO TRUTH, UNBELIEVING, CRIMINAL, INFAMOUS, AND, TO SUM UP ALL IN ONE TERM--SINNERS, ALL OF WHICH THINGS ARE UNDOUBTEDLY NOT OF GOD. THEREFORE, WHAT WONDER IS IT, IF CHRIST SAYS TO SINNERS, CONVICTING THEM OF THIS VERY THING THAT THEY WERE SINNERS AND DID NOT BELIEVE IN HIM: "YE ARE NOT OF GOD;" AND ON THE OTHER HAND, WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE FORMER STATEMENT: "ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM," AND "ALL THINGS ARE OF GOD?" FOR IF NOT TO BELIEVE CHRIST, TO REPUDIATE CHRIST'S ADVENT, NOT TO ACCEPT CHRIST, WAS A SURE MARK OF SOULS THAT ARE NOT OF GOD; AND SO IT WAS SAID: "YE THEREFORE HEAR NOT, BECAUSE YE ARE NOT OF GOD;" HOW WOULD THAT SAYING OF THE APOSTLE BE TRUE THAT OCCURS IN THE MEMORABLE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL: "HE CAME UNTO HIS OWN THINGS, AND HIS OWN PEOPLE DID NOT RECEIVE HIM?"(6) WHENCE HIS OWN IF THEY DID NOT RECEIVE HIM; OR WHENCE THEREFORE NOT HIS OWN BECAUSE THEY DID NOT RECEIVE HIM, UNLESS THAT SINNERS BY VIRTUE OF BEING MEN BELONG TO GOD, BUT BY VIRTUE OF BEING SINNERS BELONG TO THE DEVIL? HE WHO SAYS: "HIS OWN PEOPLE RECEIVED HIM NOT" HAD REFERENCE TO NATURE; BUT HE WHO SAYS: "YE ARE NOT OF GOD." HAD REFERENCE TO WILL; FOR THE EVANGELIST WAS COMMENDING THE WORKS OF GOD, CHRIST WAS CENSURING THE SINS OF MEN 
CHAP. 8. THE MANICHAEANS INQUIRE WHENCE IS EVIL AND BY THIS QUESTION THINK THEY HAVE TRIUMPHED. LET THEM FIRST KNOW, WHICH IS MOST EASY TO DO, THAT NOTHING CAN LIVE WITHOUT GOD. CONSUMMATE EVIL CANNOT BE KNOWN EXCEPT BY THE KNOWLEDGE OF CONSUMMATE GOOD, WHICH IS GOD
HERE PERCHANCE SOME ONE MAY SAY: WHENCE ARE SINS THEMSELVES, AND WHENCE IS EVIL IN GENERAL? IF FROM MAN, WHENCE IS MAN? IF FROM AN ANGEL, WHENCE IS THE ANGEL? WHEN IT IS SAID, HOWEVER TRULY AND RIGHTLY, THAT THESE ARE FROM GOD, IT NEVERTHELESS SEEMS TO THOSE UNSKILLFUL AND POSSESSED OF LITTLE POWER TO LOOK INTO RECONDITE MATTERS, THAT EVILS AND SINS ARE THEREBY CONNECTED, AS BY A SORT OF CHAIN, TO GOD. BY THIS QUESTION THEY THINK THEMSELVES TRIUMPHANT, AS IF FORSOOTH TO ASK WERE TO KNOW; WOULD IT, WERE SO, FOR IN THAT CASE NO ONE WOULD BE MORE KNOWING THAN MYSELF. YET VERY OFTEN IN CONTROVERSY THE PROPOUNDER OF A GREAT QUESTION, WHILE IMPERSONATING THE GREAT TEACHER, IS HIMSELF MORE IGNORANT IN THE MATTER CONCERNING WHICH HE WOULD FRIGHTEN HIS OPPONENT, THAN HE WHOM HE WOULD FRIGHTEN. 
THESE THEREFORE SUPPOSE THAT THEY ARE SUPERIOR TO THE COMMON RUN, BECAUSE THE FORMER, ASK QUESTIONS THAT THE LATTER CANNOT ANSWER. IF THEREFORE WHEN I MOST UNFORTUNATELY WAS ASSOCIATED WITH THEM, NOT IN THE POSITION IN WHICH I HAVE NOW FOR SOME TIME BEEN, THEY HAD RAISED THESE OBJECTIONS WHEN I HAD BROUGHT FORWARD THIS ARGUMENT, I SHOULD HAVE SAID: I ASK THAT YOU MEANWHILE AGREE WITH ME, WHICH IS MOST EASY, THAT IF NOTHING CAN SHINE WITHOUT GOD, MUCH LESS CAN ANYTHING LIVE WITHOUT GOD. LET US NOT PERSIST IN SUCH MONSTROUS OPINIONS AS TO MAINTAIN THAT ANY SOULS WHATSOEVER HAVE LIFE APART FROM GOD. FOR PERCHANCE IT MAY SO HAPPEN THAT WITH ME YOU ARE IGNORANT AS TO THIS THING, NAMELY WHENCE IS EVIL, LET US THEN LEARN EITHER SIMULTANEOUSLY OR IN ANY ORDER, I CARE NOT WHAT. FOR WHAT IF KNOWLEDGE OF THE PERFECTION OF EVIL IS IMPOSSIBLE TO MAN WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE OF THE PERFECTION OF GOOD? FOR WE SHOULD NOT KNOW DARKNESS IF WE WERE ALWAYS IN DARKNESS. BUT THE NOTION OF LIGHT DOES NOT ALLOW ITS OPPOSITE TO BE UNKNOWN. BUT THE HIGHEST GOOD IS THAT THAN WHICH THERE IS NOTHING HIGHER. BUT GOD IS GOOD AND THAN HIM NOTHING CAN BE HIGHER. GOD THEREFORE IS THE HIGHEST GOOD. LET US THEREFORE TOGETHER SO RECOGNIZE GOD, AND THUS WHAT WE SEEK TOO HASTILY WILL NOT BE HIDDEN FROM US. DO YOU SUPPOSE THEN THAT THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IS A MATTER OF, SMALL ACCOUNT OR DESERT, FOR WHAT OTHER REWARD IS THERE FOR US THAN LIFE ETERNAL, WHICH IS TO KNOW GOD? FOR GOD THE MASTER SAYS: "BUT THIS IS LIFE ETERNAL, THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THEE THE ONLY AND TRUE GOD, AND JESUS CHRIST WHOM THOU HAST SENT." (1) FOR THE SOUL, ALTHOUGH IT IS IMMORTAL, YET BECAUSE AVERSION FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IS RIGHTLY CALLED ITS DEATH, WHEN IT IS CONVERTED TO GOD, THE REWARD OF ETERNAL LIFE TO BE ATTAINED IS THAT KNOWLEDGE; SO THAT THIS IS, AS HAS BEEN SAID, ETERNAL LIFE. BUT NO ONE CAN BE CONVERTED TO GOD, EXCEPT HE, TURN HIMSELF AWAY FROM THIS WORLD. THIS FOR MYSELF I FEEL TO BE ARDUOUS AND EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT, WHETHER IT IS EASY TO YOU, GOD HIMSELF WOULD HAVE SEEN. I SHOULD HAVE BEEN INCLINED TO THINK IT EASY TO YOU, HAD I NOT BEEN MOVED BY THE FACT, THAT, SINCE THE WORLD FROM WHICH WE ARE COMMANDED TO TURN AWAY IS VISIBLE, AND THE APOSTLE SAYS: "THE THINGS THAT ARE SEEN ARE TEMPORAL, BUT; THE THINGS THAT ARE UNSEEN ARE ETERNAL," (2) YOU ASCRIBE MORE IMPORTANCE TO THE JUDGMENT OF THESE EYES THAN TO THAT OF THE MIND, ASSERTING AND BELIEVING AS YOU DO THAT THERE IS NO SHINING FEATHER THAT DOES NOT SHINE FROM GOD; AND THAT THERE ARE LIVING SOULS THAT DO NOT LIVE FROM GOD. THESE AND LIKE THINGS I SHOULD EITHER HAVE SAID TO THEM OR CONSIDERED WITH MYSELF, FOR EVEN THEN, SUPPLICATING GOD WITH ALL MY BOWELS, SO TO SPEAK, AND EXAMINING AS ATTENTIVELY AS POSSIBLE THE SCRIPTURES, I SHOULD PERCHANCE HAVE BEEN ABLE EITHER TO SAY SUCH THINGS OR TO THINK THEM, SO FAR AS WAS NECESSARY FOR MY SALVATION. 
CHAP. 9. AUGUSTIN DECEIVED BY FAMILIARITY WITH THE MANICHAEANS, AND BY THE SUCCESSION OF VICTORIES OVER IGNORANT CHRISTIANS REPORTED BY THEM. THE MANICHAEANS ARE LIKEWISE EASILY REFUTED FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF SIN AND THE WILL
BUT TWO THINGS ESPECIALLY, WHICH EASILY LAY HOLD UPON THAT UNWARY AGE, URGED ME THROUGH WONDERFUL CIRCUITS. ONE OF THESE WAS FAMILIARITY, SUDDENLY, BY A CERTAIN FALSE SEMBLANCE OF GOODNESS, WRAPPED MANY TIMES AROUND MY NECK AS A CERTAIN SINUOUS CHAIN. THE OTHER WAS, THAT I WAS ALMOST ALWAYS NOXIOUSLY VICTORIOUS IN ARGUING WITH IGNORANT CHRISTIANS WHO YET EAGERLY ATTEMPTED, EACH AS HE COULD, TO DEFEND THEIR FAITH. (3) BY WHICH FREQUENT SUCCESS THE ARDOR OF YOUTH WAS KINDLED, AND BY ITS OWN IMPULSE RASHLY VERGED UPON THE GREAT EVIL OF STUBBORNNESS. FOR THIS KIND OF WRANGLING, AFTER I HAD BECOME AN AUDITOR AMONG THEM, WHATEVER I WAS ABLE TO DO EITHER BY MY OWN GENIUS, SUCH AS IT WAS, OR BY READING THE WORKS OF OTHERS, I MOST GLADLY DEVOTED TO THEM ALONE. ACCORDINGLY, FROM THEIR SPEECHES ARDOR IN DISPUTATIONS WAS DAILY INCREASED, FROM SUCCESS IN DISPUTATIONS LOVE FOR THEM [THE MANICHÆANS]. WHENCE IT RESULTED THAT WHATEVER THEY SAID, AS IF AFFECTED BY CERTAIN STRANGE DISORDERS, I APPROVED OF AS TRUE, NOT BECAUSE I KNEW IT TO BE TRUE, BUT BECAUSE I WISHED IT TO BE. SO, IT CAME ABOUT THAT, HOWEVER SLOWLY AND CAUTIOUSLY, YET FOR A LONG TIME I FOLLOWED MEN THAT PREFERRED A SLEEK STRAW TO A LIVING SOUL. 
12. SO BE IT, I WAS NOT ABLE AT THAT TIME TO DISTINGUISH AND DISCERN SENSIBLE FROM INTELLIGIBLE THINGS, CARNAL FORSOOTH FROM SPIRITUAL. IT DID NOT BELONG TO AGE, NOR TO DISCIPLINE, NOR EVEN TO ANY HABIT, NOR, FINALLY, TO ANY DESERTS; FOR IT IS A MATTER OF NO SMALL JOY AND FELICITATION: HAD I NOT THUS BEEN ABLE AT LENGTH EVEN TO GRASP THAT WHICH IN THE JUDGMENT OF ALL MEN NATURE ITSELF BY THE LAWS OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] HAS ESTABLISHED? 
CHAP. 10. [SEXUAL] SIN IS ONLY FROM THE WILL. HIS OWN LIFE AND WILL BEST KNOWN TO EACH INDIVIDUAL. WHAT WILL IS
FOR LET ANY MEN WHATEVER. IF ONLY NO MADNESS HAS BROKEN THEM LOOSE FROM THE COMMON SENSE OF THE HUMAN RACE, BRING WHATEVER ZEAL THEY LIKE FOR JUDGING, WHATEVER IGNORANCE, NAY WHATEVER SLOWNESS OF MIND, I SHOULD LIKE TO FIND OUT WHAT THEY WOULD HAVE REPLIED TO ME HAD I ASKED, WHETHER A MAN WOULD SEEM TO THEM TO HAVE SINNED BY WHOSE HAND WHILE HE WAS ASLEEP ANOTHER SHOULD HAVE WRITTEN SOMETHING DISGRACEFUL? WHO DOUBTS THAT THEY WOULD HAVE DENIED THAT IT IS A SIN, AND HAVE EXCLAIMED AGAINST IT SO VEHEMENTLY THAT THEY MIGHT PERCHANCE HAVE BEEN ENRAGED THAT I SHOULD HAVE THOUGHT THEM PROPER OBJECTS OF SUCH A QUESTION? OF WHOM RECONCILED AND RESTORED TO EQUANIMITY, AS BEST I COULD DO IT, I SHOULD HAVE BEGGED THAT THEY WOULD NOT TAKE IT AMISS IF I ASKED THEM ANOTHER THING JUST AS MANIFEST, JUST AS COMPLETELY WITHIN THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL. THEN I SHOULD HAVE ASKED, IF SOME STRONGER PERSON HAD DONE SOME EVIL THING BY THE HAND OF ONE NOT SLEEPING BUT CONSCIOUS, YET WITH THE REST OF HIS MEMBERS BOUND AND IN CONSTRAINT, WHETHER BECAUSE HE KNEW IT, THOUGH ABSOLUTELY UNWILLING, HE SHOULD BE HELD GUILTY OF ANY SIN? AND HERE ALL MARVELING THAT I SHOULD ASK SUCH QUESTIONS, WOULD REPLY WITHOUT HESITATION, THAT HE HAD ABSOLUTELY NOT SINNED AT ALL. WHY SO? BECAUSE WHOEVER HAS DONE ANYTHING EVIL BY MEANS OF ONE UNCONSCIOUS OR UNABLE TO RESIST, THE LATTER CAN BY NO MEANS BE JUSTLY CONDEMNED. AND PRECISELY WHY THIS IS SO, IF I SHOULD INQUIRE OF THE HUMAN NATURE IN THESE MEN, I SHOULD EASILY BRING OUT THE DESIRED ANSWER, BY ASKING IN THIS MANNER: SUPPOSE THAT THE SLEEPER ALREADY KNEW WHAT THE OTHER WOULD DO WITH HIS HAND, AND OF PURPOSE AFORETHOUGHT, HAVING DRUNK SO MUCH AS WOULD PREVENT HIS BEING AWAKENED, SHOULD GO TO SLEEP, IN ORDER TO DECEIVE SOME ONE WITH AN OATH. WOULD ANY AMOUNT OF SLEEP SUFFICE TO PROVE HIS INNOCENCE? WHAT ELSE THAN A GUILTY MAN WOULD ONE PRONOUNCE HIM? BUT IF HE HAS ALSO WILLINGLY BEEN BOUND THAT HE MAY DECEIVE SOME ONE BY THIS PRETEXT, IN WHAT RESPECT THEN WOULD THOSE CHAINS PROFIT AS A MEANS OF RELIEVING HIM OF SIN? ALTHOUGH BOUND BY THESE HE WAS REALLY NOT ABLE TO RESIST, AS IN THE OTHER CASE THE SLEEPER WAS ABSOLUTELY IGNORANT OF WHAT HE WAS THEN DOING. IS THERE THEREFORE ANY POSSIBILITY OF DOUBTING THAT BOTH SHOULD BE JUDGED TO HAVE SINNED? WHICH THINGS HAVING BEEN CONCEDED, I SHOULD HAVE ARGUED, THAT SIN IS INDEED NOWHERE, BUT IN THE WILL, (1) SINCE THIS CONSIDERATION ALSO WOULD HAVE HELPED ME, THAT JUSTICE HOLDS GUILTY THOSE SINNING BY EVIL WILL ALONE, ALTHOUGH THEY MAY HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO ACCOMPLISH WHAT THEY WILLED. 
13. FOR WHO COULD HAVE SAID THAT, IN ADDUCING THESE CONSIDERATIONS, I WAS DWELLING UPON OBSCURE AND RECONDITE THINGS, WHERE ON ACCOUNT OF THE FEWNESS OF THOSE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND, EITHER FRAUD OR SUSPICION OF OSTENTATION IS ACCUSTOMED TO ARISE? LET THAT DISTINCTION BETWEEN INTELLIGIBLE AND SENSIBLE THINGS WITHDRAW FOR A LITTLE: LET ME NOT BE FOUND FAULT WITH FOR FOLLOWING UP SLOW MINDS WITH THE STIMULI OF SUBTLE DISPUTATIONS. PERMIT ME TO KNOW THAT I LIVE, PERMIT ME TO KNOW THAT I WILL TO LIVE. IF IN THIS THE HUMAN RACE AGREES, AS OUR LIFE IS KNOWN TO US, SO ALSO IS OUR WILL. NOR WHEN WE BECOME POSSESSED OF THIS KNOWLEDGE, IS THERE ANY OCCASION TO FEAR LEST ANY ONE SHOULD CONVINCE US THAT WE MAY BE DECEIVED; FOR NO ONE CAN BE DECEIVED AS TO WHETHER HE DOES NOT LIVE, OR WISHES NOTHING. I DO NOT THINK THAT I HAVE ADDUCED ANYTHING OBSCURE, AND MY CONCERN IS RATHER LEST SOME SHOULD FIND FAULT WITH ME FOR DWELLING ON THINGS THAT ARE TOO MANIFEST. BUT LET US CONSIDER THE BEARING OF THESE THINGS. 
14. SINNING THEREFORE TAKES PLACE ONLY BY EXERCISE OF WILL. BUT OUR WILL IS VERY WELL KNOWN TO US; FOR NEITHER SHOULD I KNOW THAT I WILL, IF I DID NOT KNOW WHAT WILL ITSELF IS. ACCORDINGLY, IT IS THUS-DEFINED: WILL IS A MOVEMENT OF MIND, NO ONE COMPELLING, EITHER FOR NOT LOSING OR FOR OBTAINING SOMETHING. (1) WHY THEREFORE COULD NOT I HAVE SO DEFINED IT THEN? WAS IT DIFFICULT TO SEE THAT ONE UNWILLING IS CONTRARY TO ONE WILLING, JUST AS THE LEFT HAND IS CONTRARY TO THE RIGHT, NOT AS BLACK TO WHITE? FOR THE SAME THING CANNOT BE AT THE SAME TIME BLACK AND WHITE. BUT WHOEVER IS PLACED BETWEEN TWO MEN IS ON THE LEFT HAND WITH REFERENCE TO ONE, ON THE RIGHT WITH REFERENCE TO THE OTHER. ONE MAN IS BOTH ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON THE LEFT HAND AT THE SAME TIME, BUT BY NO MEANS BOTH TO THE ONE MAN. SO INDEED, ONE MIND MAY BE AT THE SAME TIME UNWILLING AND WILLING, BUT IT CANNOT BE AT THE SAME TIME UNWILLING AND WILLING WITH REFERENCE TO ONE AND THE SAME THING. FOR WHEN ANY ONE UNWILLINGLY DOES ANYTHING; IF YOU ASK HIM WHETHER HE WISHED TO DO IT, HE SAYS THAT HE DID NOT. LIKEWISE, IF YOU ASK WHETHER HE WISHED NOT TO DO IT, HE REPLIES THAT HE DID. SO, YOU WILL FIND HIM UNWILLING WITH REFERENCE TO DOING, WILLING WITH REFERENCE TO NOT DOING, THAT IS TO SAY, ONE MIND AT THE SAME TIME HAVING BOTH ATTITUDES, BUT EACH REFERRING TO DIFFERENT THINGS. WHY DO I SAY THIS? BECAUSE IF WE SHOULD AGAIN ASK WHEREFORE THOUGH, UNWILLING HE DOES THIS, HE WILL SAY THAT HE IS COMPELLED. FOR EVERY ONE ALSO WHO DOES A THING UNWILLINGLY IS COMPELLED, AND EVERY ONE WHO IS COMPELLED, IF HE DOES A THING, DOES IT ONLY UNWILLINGLY. IT FOLLOWS THAT HE THAT IS WILLING IS FREE FROM COMPULSION, EVEN IF ANY ONE THINKS HIMSELF COMPELLED. AND IN THIS MANNER EVERY ONE WHO WILLINGLY DOES A THING IS NOT COMPELLED, AND WHOEVER IS NOT COMPELLED, EITHER DOES IT WILLINGLY OR NOT AT ALL. SINCE NATURE ITSELF PROCLAIMS THESE THINGS IN ALL MEN WHOM WE CAN INTERROGATE WITHOUT ABSURDITY, FROM THE BOY EVEN TO THE OLD MAN, FROM LITERARY SPORT EVEN TO THE THRONE OF THE WISE, WHY THEN SHOULD I NOT HAVE SEEN THAT IN THE DEFINITION OF WILL SHOULD BE PUT, "NO ONE COMPELLING," WHICH NOW AS IF WITH GREATER EXPERIENCE MOST CAUTIOUSLY I HAVE DONE. BUT IF THIS IS EVERYWHERE MANIFEST, AND PROMPTLY OCCURS TO ALL NOT BY INSTRUCTION BUT BY NATURE, WHAT IS THERE LEFT THAT SEEMS OBSCURE, UNLESS PERCHANCE IT BE CONCEALED FROM SOME ONE, THAT WHEN WE WISH FOR SOMETHING, WE WILL, AND OUR MIND IS MOVED TOWARDS IT, AND WE EITHER HAVE IT OR DO NOT HAVE IT, AND IF WE HAVE IT WE WILL TO RETAIN IT, IF WE HAVE IT NOT, TO ACQUIRE IT? WHEREFORE EVERYONE WHO WILLS, WILLS EITHER NOT TO LOSE SOMETHING OR TO OBTAIN IT. HENCE IF ALL THESE THINGS ARE CLEARER THAN DAY, AS THEY ARE, NOR ARE THEY GIVEN TO MY CONCEPTION ALONE, BUT BY THE LIBERALITY OF TRUTH ITSELF TO THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE, WHY COULD I NOT HAVE SAID EVEN AT THAT TIME: WILL IS A MOVEMENT OF THE MIND, NO ONE COMPELLING, EITHER FOR NOT LOSING OR FOR OBTAINING SOMETHING? 
CHAP. 11. WHAT [SEXUAL] SIN IS
SOME ONE WILL SAY: WHAT ASSISTANCE WOULD THIS HAVE FURNISHED YOU AGAINST THE MANICHÆANS? WAIT A MOMENT; PERMIT ME FIRST ALSO TO DEFINE SIN, WHICH, EVERY MIND READS DIVINELY WRITTEN IN ITSELF, CANNOT EXIST APART FROM WILL. SIN THEREFORE IS THE WILL TO RETAIN AND FOLLOW AFTER WHAT JUSTICE FORBIDS, AND FROM WHICH IT IS FREE TO ABSTAIN. (2) ALTHOUGH IF IT BE NOT FREE, IT IS NOT WILL. BUT I HAVE PREFERRED TO DEFINE MORE ROUGHLY THAN PRECISELY. SHOULD I NOT ALSO HAVE CAREFULLY EXAMINED THOSE OBSCURE BOOKS, WHENCE I MIGHT HAVE LEARNED THAT NO ONE IS WORTHY OF BLAME OR PUNISHMENT WHO EITHER WILLS WHAT JUSTICE DOES NOT PROHIBIT HIM FROM WILLING, OR DOES NOT DO WHAT HE IS NOT ABLE TO DO? DO NOT SHEPHERDS ON MOUNTAINS, POETS IN THEATRES, UNLEARNED IN SOCIAL INTERCOURSE, LEARNED IN LIBRARIES, MASTERS IN SCHOOLS, PRIESTS IN CONSECRATED PLACES, AND THE HUMAN RACE THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD, SING OUT THESE THINGS? BUT IF NO ONE IS WORTHY OF BLAME AND CONDEMNATION, WHO EITHER DOES NOT ACT AGAINST THE PROHIBITION OF JUSTICE, OR WHO DOES NOT DO WHAT HE CANNOT DO, YET EVERY SIN IS BLAMEWORTHY AND CONDEMNABLE, WHO DOUBTS THEN THAT IT IS SIN, WHEN WILLING IS UNJUST, AND NOT WILLING IS FREE. AND HENCE THAT DEFINITION IS BOTH TRUE AND EASY TO UNDERSTAND, AND NOT ONLY NOW BUT THEN ALSO COULD HAVE BEEN SPOKEN BY ME: SIN IS THE WILL OF RETAINING OR OF OBTAINING, WHAT JUSTICE FORBIDS, AND WHENCE IT IS FREE TO ABSTAIN? 
CHAP. 12. FROM THE DEFINITIONS GIVEN OF [SEXUAL] SIN AND WILL, HE OVERTHROWS THE ENTIRE HERESY OF THE MANICHÆANS. LIKEWISE, FROM THE JUST CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] OF EVIL SOULS IT FOLLOWS THAT THEY ARE EVIL NOT BY NATURE BUT BY WILL. THAT SOULS ARE GOOD BY NATURE, TO WHICH THE PARDON OF [SEXUAL] SINS IS GRANTED
16. COME NOW, LET US SEE IN WHAT RESPECT THESE THINGS WOULD HAVE AIDED US. MUCH EVERY WAY, SO THAT I SHOULD HAVE DESIRED NOTHING MORE; FOR THEY END THE WHOLE CAUSE; FOR WHOEVER CONSULTING IN THE INNER MIND, WHERE THEY ARE MORE PRONOUNCED AND ASSURED, THE SECRETS OF HIS OWN CONSCIENCE, AND THE DIVINE LAWS ABSOLUTELY IMPOSED UPON NATURE, GRANTS THAT THESE TWO DEFINITIONS OF WILL AND SIN ARE TRUE, CONDEMNS WITHOUT ANY HESITATION BY THE FEWEST AND THE BRIEFEST, BUT PLAINLY THE MOST INVINCIBLE REASONS, THE WHOLE HERESY OF THE MANICHÆANS. WHICH CAN BE THUS CONSIDERED. THEY SAY THAT THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF SOULS, THE ONE GOOD, WHICH IS IN SUCH A WAY FROM GOD, THAT IT IS SAID NOT TO HAVE BEEN MADE BY HIM OUT OF ANY MATERIAL OR OUT OF NOTHING, BUT TO HAVE PROCEEDED AS A CERTAIN PART FROM THE VERY SUBSTANCE ITSELF OF GOD; THE OTHER EVIL, WHICH THEY BELIEVE AND STRIVE TO GET OTHERS TO BELIEVE PERTAINS TO GOD IN NO WAY WHATEVER; AND SO THEY MAINTAIN THAT THE ONE IS THE PERFECTION OF GOOD, BUT THE OTHER THE PERFECTION OF EVIL, AND THAT THESE TWO CLASSES WERE AT ONE TIME DISTINCT BUT ARE NOW COMMINGLED. THE CHARACTER AND THE CAUSE OF THIS COMMINGLING I HAD NOT YET HEARD; BUT NEVERTHELESS, I COULD HAVE INQUIRED WHETHER THAT EVIL KIND OF SOULS, BEFORE IT WAS MINGLED WITH THE GOOD, HAD ANY WILL. FOR IF NOT, IT WAS WITHOUT SIN AND INNOCENT, AND SO BY NO MEANS EVIL. (1) BUT IF EVIL IN SUCH A WAY, THAT THOUGH WITHOUT WILL, AS FIRE, YET IF IT SHOULD TOUCH THE GOOD IT WOULD [SEXUALLY] VIOLATE AND [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT IT; HOW IMPIOUS IT IS TO BELIEVE THAT THE NATURE OF EVIL IS POWERFUL ENOUGH TO CHANGE ANY PART OF GOD, AND THAT THE HIGHEST GOOD IS CORRUPTIBLE AND VIOLABLE! BUT IF THE WILL WAS PRESENT, ASSUREDLY THERE WAS PRESENT, NO ONE COMPELLING, A MOVEMENT OF THE MIND EITHER TOWARDS NOT LOSING SOMETHING OR OBTAINING SOMETHING. BUT THIS SOMETHING WAS EITHER GOOD, OR WAS THOUGHT TO BE GOOD, FOR NOT OTHERWISE COULD IT BE EARNESTLY DESIRED. BUT IN SUPREME EVIL, BEFORE THE COMMINGLING WHICH THEY MAINTAIN, THERE NEVER WAS ANY GOOD. WHENCE THEN COULD THERE BE IN IT EITHER THE KNOWLEDGE OR THE THOUGHT OF GOOD? DID THEY WISH FOR NOTHING THAT WAS IN THEMSELVES, AND EARNESTLY DESIRE THAT TRUE GOOD WHICH WAS WITHOUT? THAT WILL MUST TRULY BE DECLARED WORTHY OF DISTINGUISHED AND GREAT PRAISE BY WHICH IS EARNESTLY DESIRED THE SUPREME AND TRUE GOOD. WHENCE THEN IN SUPREME EVIL WAS THIS MOVEMENT OF MIND MOST WORTHY OF SO GREAT PRAISE? DID THEY SEEK IT FOR THE SAKE OF INJURING IT? IN THE FIRST PLACE, THE ARGUMENT COMES TO THE SAME THING. FOR HE WHO WISHES TO INJURE, WISHES TO DEPRIVE ANOTHER OF SOME GOOD FOR THE SAKE OF SOME GOOD OF HIS OWN. THERE WAS THEREFORE IN THEM EITHER A KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD OR AN OPINION OF GOOD, WHICH OUGHT BY NO MEANS TO BELONG TO SUPREME EVIL. IN THE SECOND PLACE, WHENCE HAD THEY KNOWN, THAT GOOD PLACED OUTSIDE OF THEMSELVES, WHICH THEY DESIGNED TO INJURE, EXISTED AT ALL. IF THEY HAD INTELLECTUALLY PERCEIVED IT, WHAT IS MORE EXCELLENT THAN SUCH A MIND? IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE FOR WHICH THE WHOLE ENERGY OF GOOD MEN IS PUT FORTH EXCEPT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THAT SUPREME AND SINCERE GOOD? WHAT THEREFORE IS NOW SCARCELY CONCEDED TO A FEW GOOD AND JUST MEN, WAS MERE EVIL, NO GOOD ASSISTING, THEN ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH? BUT IF THOSE SOULS BORE BODIES AND SAW THE SUPREME GOOD WITH THEIR EYES, WHAT TONGUES, WHAT HEARTS, WHAT INTELLECTS SUFFICE FOR LAUDING AND PROCLAIMING THOSE EYES, WITH WHICH THE MINDS OF JUST MEN CAN SCARCELY BE COMPARED? HOW GREAT GOOD THINGS WE FIND IN SUPREME EVIL! FOR IF TO SEE GOD IS EVIL, GOD IS NOT A GOOD; BUT GOD IS A GOOD; THEREFORE, TO SEE GOD IS GOOD; AND I KNOW NOT WHAT CAN BE COMPARED TO THIS GOOD. SINCE TO SEE ANYTHING IS GOOD, WHENCE CAN IT BE MADE OUT THAT TO BE ABLE TO SEE IS EVIL? THEREFORE, WHATEVER IN THOSE EYES OR IN THOSE MINDS BROUGHT IT ABOUT, THAT THE DIVINE ESSENCE COULD BE SEEN BY THEM, BROUGHT ABOUT A GREAT THING AND A GOOD THING MOST WORTHY OF INEFFABLE PRAISE. BUT IF IT WAS NOT BROUGHT ABOUT, BUT IT WAS SUCH IN ITSELF AND ETERNAL, IT IS DIFFICULT TO FIND ANYTHING BETTER THAN THIS EVIL. 
17. LASTLY, THAT THESE SOULS MAY HAVE NOTHING OF THESE PRAISEWORTHY THINGS WHICH BY THE REASONINGS OF THE MANICHÆANS THEY ARE COMPELLED TO HAVE, I SHOULD HAVE ASKED, WHETHER GOD CONDEMNS ANY OR NO SOULS. IF NONE, THERE IS NO JUDGMENT OF REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS, NO PROVIDENCE, AND THE WORLD IS ADMINISTERED BY CHANCE RATHER THAN BY REASON, OR RATHER IS NOT ADMINISTERED AT ALL. FOR THE NAME ADMINISTRATION MUST NOT BE GIVEN TO CHANCES. BUT IF IT IS IMPIOUS FOR ALL THOSE THAT ARE BOUND BY ANY RELIGION TO BELIEVE THIS, IT REMAINS EITHER THAT THERE IS CONDEMNATION OF SOME SOULS, OR THAT THERE ARE NO SINS. BUT IF THERE ARE NO SINS, NEITHER IS THERE ANY EVIL. WHICH IF THE MANICHÆANS SHOULD SAY, THEY WOULD SLAY THEIR HERESY WITH A SINGLE BLOW. THEREFORE, THEY AND I AGREE THAT SOME SOULS ARE CONDEMNED BY DIVINE LAW AND JUDGMENT. BUT IF THESE SOULS ARE GOOD, WHAT IS THAT JUSTICE? IF EVIL, ARE THEY SO BY NATURE, OR BY WILL? BUT BY NATURE, SOULS CAN IN NO WAY BE EVIL. WHENCE DO WE TEACH THIS. FROM THE ABOVE DEFINITIONS OF WILL AND SIN. FOR TO SPEAK OF SOULS, AND THAT THEY ARE EVIL, AND THAT THEY DO NOT SIN, IS FULL OF MADNESS; BUT TO SAY THAT THEY SIN WITHOUT WILL, IS GREAT CRAZINESS, AND TO HOLD ANY ONE GUILTY OF SIN FOR NOT DOING WHAT HE COULD NOT DO, BELONGS TO THE HEIGHT OF INIQUITY AND INSANITY. WHEREFORE WHATEVER THESE SOULS DO, IF THEY DO IT BY NATURE NOT BY WILL, THAT IS, IF THEY ARE WANTING IN A MOVEMENT OF MIND FREE BOTH FOR DOING AND NOT DOING, IF FINALLY NO POWER OF ABSTAINING FROM THEIR WORK IS CONCEDED TO THEM; WE CANNOT HOLD THAT THE SIN IS THEIRS.(1) BUT ALL CONFESS BOTH THAT EVIL SOULS ARE JUSTLY, AND SOULS THAT HAVE NOT SINNED ARE UNJUSTLY CONDEMNED; THEREFORE THEY CONFESS THAT THOSE SOULS ARE EVIL THAT SIN. BUT THESE, AS REASON TEACHES, DO NOT SIN. THEREFORE, THE EXTRANEOUS CLASS OF EVIL SOULS OF THE MANICHÆANS, WHATEVER IT MAY BE, IS A NON-ENTITY. 
18. LET US NOW LOOK AT THAT GOOD CLASS OF SOULS, WHICH AGAIN THEY EXALT TO SUCH A DEGREE AS TO SAY THAT IT IS THE VERY SUBSTANCE OF GOD. BUT HOW MUCH BETTER IT IS THAT EACH ONE SHOULD RECOGNIZE HIS OWN RANK AND MERIT, NOR BE SO PUFFED UP WITH SACRILEGIOUS PRIDE AS TO BELIEVE THAT AS OFTEN AS HE EXPERIENCES A CHANGE IN HIMSELF IT IS THE SUBSTANCE OF THAT SUPREME GOOD, WHICH DEVOUT REASON HOLDS AND TEACHES TO BE UNCHANGEABLE! FOR BEHOLD! SINCE IT IS MANIFEST THAT SOULS DO NOT SIN IN NOT BEING SUCH AS THEY CANNOT BE; IT FOLLOWS THAT THESE SUPPOSITITIOUS SOULS, WHATEVER THEY MAY BE, DO NOT SIN AT ALL, AND MOREOVER THAT THEY ARE ABSOLUTELY NON-EXISTENT; IT REMAINS THAT SINCE THERE ARE SINS, THEY FIND NONE TO WHOM TO ATTRIBUTE THEM EXCEPT THE GOOD CLASS OF SOULS AND THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD. BUT ESPECIALLY ARE THEY PRESSED BY CHRISTIAN AUTHORITY; FOR NEVER HAVE THEY DENIED THAT FORGIVENESS OF SINS IS GRANTED WHEN ANY ONE HAS BEEN CONVERTED TO GOD; NEVER HAVE THEY SAID (AS THEY HAVE SAID OF MANY OTHER PASSAGES) THAT SOME CORRUPTER HAS INTERPOLATED THIS INTO THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES. TO WHOM THEN ARE SINS ATTRIBUTED? IF TO THOSE EVIL SOULS OF THE ALIEN CLASS, THESE ALSO CAN BECOME GOOD, CAN POSSESS THE KINGDOM OF GOD WITH CHRIST. WHICH DENYING, THEY [THE MANICHÆANS] HAVE NO OTHER CLASS EXCEPT THOSE SOULS WHICH THEY MAINTAIN ARE OF THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD. IT REMAINS THAT THEY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT NOT ONLY THESE LATTER ALSO, BUT THESE, ALONE SIN. BUT I MAKE NO CONTENTION ABOUT THEIR BEING ALONE IN SINNING; YET THEY SIN. BUT ARE THEY COMPELLED TO SIN BY BEING COMMINGLED WITH EVIL? IF SO COMPELLED THAT THERE WAS NO POWER OF RESISTING, THEY DO NOT SIN. IF IT IS IN THEIR POWER TO RESIST, AND THEY VOLUNTARILY CONSENT, WE ARE COMPELLED TO FIND OUT THROUGH THEIR [THE MANICHÆAN] TEACHING, WHY SO GREAT GOOD THINGS IN SUPREME EVIL, WHY THIS EVIL IN SUPREME GOOD, UNLESS IT BE THAT NEITHER IS THAT WHICH THEY BRING INTO SUSPICION EVIL, NOR IS THAT WHICH THEY PERVERT BY SUPERSTITION SUPREME GOOD? 
CHAP.13. FROM DELIBERATION ON THE EVIL AND ON THE GOOD PART IT RESULTS THAT TWO CLASSES OF SOULS ARE NOT TO BE HELD TO. A CLASS OF SOULS ENTICING TO SHAMEFUL DEEDS HAVING BEEN CONCEDED, IT DOES NOT FOLLOW THAT THESE ARE EVIL BY NATURE, THAT THE OTHERS ARE SUPREME GOOD
19. BUT IF I HAD TAUGHT, OR AT ANY RATE HAD MYSELF LEARNED, THAT THEY RAVE AND ERR REGARDING THOSE TWO CLASSES OF SOULS, WHY SHOULD I HAVE THENCEFORTH THOUGHT THEM WORTHY OF BEING HEARD OR CONSULTED ABOUT ANYTHING? THAT I MIGHT LEARN HENCE, THAT THESE TWO KINDS OF SOULS ARE POINTED OUT, WHICH IN THE COURSE OF DELIBERATION ASSENT PUTS NOW ON THE EVIL SIDE, NOW ON THE GOOD? WHY IS NOT THIS RATHER THE SIGN OF ONE SOUL WHICH BY FREE WILL CAN BE BORNE HERE AND THERE, SWAYED HITHER AND THITHER? FOR IT WAS MY OWN EXPERIENCE TO FEEL THAT I AM ONE, CONSIDERING EVIL AND GOOD AND CHOOSING ONE OR THE OTHER, BUT FOR THE MOST PART THE ONE PLEASES, THE OTHER IS FITTING, PLACED IN THE MIDST OF WHICH WE FLUCTUATE. NOR IS IT TO BE WONDERED AT, FOR WE ARE NOW SO CONSTITUTED THAT THROUGH THE FLESH WE CAN BE AFFECTED BY SENSUAL PLEASURE, AND THROUGH THE SPIRIT BY HONORABLE CONSIDERATIONS. AM I NOT THEREFORE COMPELLED TO ACKNOWLEDGE TWO SOULS? NAY, WE CAN BETTER AND WITH FAR LESS DIFFICULTY RECOGNIZE TWO CLASSES OF GOOD THINGS, OF WHICH NEITHER IS ALIEN FROM GOD AS ITS AUTHOR, ONE SOUL ACTED UPON FROM DIVERSE DIRECTIONS, THE LOWER AND THE HIGHER, OR TO SPEAK MORE CORRECTLY, THE EXTERNAL AND THE INTERNAL. THESE ARE THE TWO CLASSES WHICH A LITTLE WHILE AGO WE CONSIDERED UNDER THE NAMES SENSIBLE AND INTELLIGIBLE, WHICH WE NOW PREFER TO CALL MORE FAMILIARLY CARNAL AND SPIRITUAL. BUT IT HAS BEEN MADE DIFFICULT FOR US TO ABSTAIN FROM CARNAL THINGS, SINCE OUR TRUEST BREAD IS SPIRITUAL. FOR WITH GREAT LABOR WE NOW EAT THIS BREAD. FOR NEITHER WITHOUT PUNISHMENT FOR THE SIN OF TRANSGRESSION HAVE WE BEEN CHANGED FROM IMMORTAL INTO MORAL. SO, IT HAPPENS, THAT WHEN WE STRIVE AFTER BETTER THINGS, HABIT FORMED BY CONNECTION WITH THE FLESH AND OUR SINS IN SOME WAY BEGIN TO MILITATE AGAINST US AND TO PUT OBSTACLES IN OUR WAY, SOME FOOLISH PERSONS WITH MOST OBTUSE SUPERSTITION SUSPECT THAT THERE IS ANOTHER KIND OF SOULS WHICH IS NOT OF GOD. 
20. HOWEVER EVEN IF IT BE CONCEDED TO THEM THAT WE ARE ENTICED TO SHAMEFUL DEEDS BY ANOTHER INFERIOR KIND OF SOULS, THEY DO NOT THENCE MAKE IT EVIDENT THAT THOSE ENTICING ARE EVIL BY NATURE, OR THOSE ENTICED, SUPREMELY GOOD. FOR IT MAY BE, THE FORMER OF THEIR OWN WILL, BY STRIVING AFTER WHAT WAS NOT LAWFUL, THAT IS, BY SINNING, FROM BEING GOOD HAVE BECOME EVIL; AND AGAIN, THEY MAY BE MADE GOOD, BUT IN SUCH MANNER THAT FOR A LONG TIME THEY REMAIN IN SIN, AND BY A CERTAIN OCCULT SUASION TRADUCE TO THEMSELVES OTHER SOULS. THEN, THEY MAY NOT BE ABSOLUTELY EVIL, BUT IN THEIR OWN KIND, HOWEVER INFERIOR, THEY MAY EXERCISE THEIR OWN FUNCTIONS WITHOUT ANY SIN. BUT THOSE SUPERIOR SOULS TO WHOM JUSTICE, THE DIRECTRESS OF THINGS, HAS ASSIGNED A FAR MORE EXCELLENT ACTIVITY, IF THEY SHOULD WISH TO FOLLOW AND TO IMITATE THOSE INFERIOR ONES, BECOME EVIL, NOT BECAUSE THEY IMITATE EVIL SOULS, BUT BECAUSE THEY IMITATE IN AN EVIL WAY. BY THE EVIL SOULS IS DONE WHAT IS PROPER TO THEM, BY THE GOOD WHAT IS ALIEN TO THEM IS STRIVEN AFTER. HENCE THE FORMER, REMAIN IN THEIR OWN GRADE, THE LATTER ARE PLUNGED INTO A LOWER. IT IS AS WHEN MEN COPY AFTER BEASTS. FOR THE FOUR-FOOLED HORSE WALKS BEAUTIFULLY, BUT IF A MAN ON ALL FOURS SHOULD IMITATE HIM, WHO WOULD THINK HIM WORTHY EVEN OF CHAFF FOR FOOD? RIGHTLY THEREFORE WE GENERALLY DISAPPROVE OF ONE WHO IMITATES, WHILE WE APPROVE OF HIM WHOM HE IMITATES. BUT WE DISAPPROVE NOT BECAUSE HE HAS NOT SUCCEEDED, BUT FOR WISHING TO SUCCEED AT ALL. FOR IN THE HORSE WE APPROVE OF THAT TO WHICH BY AS MUCH AS WE PREFER MAN, BY SO MUCH ARE WE OFFENDED THAT HE COPIES AFTER INFERIOR CREATURES. SO, AMONG MEN, HOWEVER WELL THE CRIER MAY DO IN SENDING FORTH HIS VOICE, WOULD NOT THE SENATOR BE INSANE, IF HE SHOULD DO IT EVEN MORE CLEARLY AND BETTER THAN THE CRIER? TAKE AN ILLUSTRATION FROM THE HEAVENLY BODIES: THE MOON WHEN SHINING IS PRAISED, AND BY ITS COURSE AND ITS CHANGES IS QUITE PLEASING TO THOSE THAT PAY ATTENTION TO SUCH THINGS. BUT IF THE SUN SHOULD WISH TO IMITATE IT (FOR WE MAY FEIGN THAT IT HAS DESIRES OF THIS SORTS), WHO WOULD NOT BE GREATLY AND RIGHTLY DISPLEASED. FROM WHICH ILLUSTRATIONS I WISH IT TO BE UNDERSTOOD, THAT EVEN IF THERE ARE SOULS (WHICH MEANWHILE IS LEFT AN OPEN QUESTION (2) DEVOTED TO BODILY OFFICES NOT BY SIN BUT BY NATURE, AND EVEN IF THEY ARE RELATED TO US, HOWEVER INFERIOR THEY MAY BE, BY SOME INNER AFFINITY, THEY SHOULD NOT BE ESTEEMED EVIL SIMPLY BECAUSE WE ARE EVIL OURSELVES IN FOLLOWING THEM AND IN LOVING CORPOREAL THINGS. FOR WE SIN BY LOVING CORPOREAL THINGS, BECAUSE BY JUSTICE WE ARE REQUIRED AND BY NATURE WE ARE ABLE TO LOVE SPIRITUAL THINGS, AND WHEN WE DO THIS WE ARE, IN OUR KIND, THE BEST AND THE HAPPIEST. (3) 
21. WHEREFORE WHAT PROOF DOES DELIBERATION, VIOLENTLY URGED IN BOTH DIRECTIONS, NOW PRONE TO SIN, NOW BORNE ON TOWARD RIGHT CONDUCT, FURNISH, THAT WE ARE COMPELLED TO ACCEPT TWO KINDS OF SOULS, THE NATURE OF ONE OF WHICH IS FROM GOD, OF THE OTHER NOT; WHEN WE ARE FREE TO CONJECTURE SO MANY OTHER CAUSES OF ALTERNATING STATES OF MIND? BUT THAT THESE THINGS ARE OBSCURE AND ARE TO NO PURPOSE PRIED INTO BY BLEAR-EYED MINDS, WHOEVER IS A GOOD JUDGE OF THINGS SEES. WHEREFORE THOSE THINGS RATHER WHICH HAVE BEEN SAID REGARDING THE WILL AND SIN, THOSE THINGS, I SAY, THAT SUPREME JUSTICE PERMITS NO MAN USING HIS REASON TO BE IGNORANT OF, THOSE THINGS WHICH IF THEY WERE TAKEN FROM US, THERE IS NOTHING WHENCE THE DISCIPLINE OF VIRTUE MAY BEGIN, NOTHING WHENCE IT MAY RISE FROM THE DEATH OF VICES, THOSE THINGS I SAY CONSIDERED AGAIN AND AGAIN WITH SUFFICIENT CLEARNESS AND LUCIDITY CONVINCE US THAT THE HERESY OF THE MANICHÆANS IS FALSE. 
CHAP. 14. AGAIN, IT IS SHOWN FROM THE UTILITY OF REPENTING THAT SOULS ARE NOT BY NATURE EVIL. SO, SURE A DEMONSTRATION IS NOT CONTRADICTED EXCEPT FROM THE HABIT OF ERRING
22. LIKE THE FOREGOING CONSIDERATIONS IS WHAT I SHALL NOW SAY ABOUT REPENTING. FOR AS AMONG ALL SANE PEOPLE IT IS AGREED, AND THIS THE MANICHÆANS THEMSELVES NOT ONLY CONFESS BUT ALSO TEACH, THAT TO REPENT OF SIN IS USEFUL. WHY SHALL I NOW, IN THIS MATTER, COLLECT THE TESTIMONIES OF THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES, WHICH ARE SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THEIR PAGES? IT IS ALSO THE VOICE OF NATURE; NOTICE OF THIS THING HAS ESCAPED NO FOOL. WE SHOULD BE UNDONE, IF THIS WERE NOT DEEPLY IMBEDDED IN OUR NATURE. SOME ONE MAY SAY THAT HE DOES NOT SIN; BUT NO BARBARITY WILL DARE TO SAY, THAT IF ONE, SINS HE SHOULD NOT REPENT OF IT. THIS BEING THE CASE, I ASK TO WHICH OF THE TWO KINDS OF SOULS DOES REPENTING PERTAIN? I KNOW INDEED THAT IT CAN PERTAIN NEITHER TO HIM WHO DOES ILL NOR TO HIM WHO CANNOT DO WELL. WHEREFORE, THAT I MAY USE THE WORDS OF THE MANICHÆANS, IF A SOUL OF DARKNESS, REPENT OF SIN, IT IS NOT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF SUPREME EVIL, IF A SOUL OF LIGHT, IT IS NOT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF SUPREME GOOD; THAT DISPOSITION OF REPENTING WHICH IS PROFITABLE TESTIFIES ALIKE THAT THE PENITENT HAS DONE ILL, AND THAT HE COULD HAVE DONE WELL. HOW, THEREFORE, IS THERE FROM ME NOTHING OF EVIL, IF I HAVE ACTED UNADVISEDLY, OR HOW CAN I RIGHTLY REPENT IF I HAVE NOT SO DONE? HEAR THE OTHER PART. HOW IS THERE FROM ME NOTHING OF GOOD, IF IN ME THERE IS GOOD WILL, OR HOW DO I RIGHTLY REPENT IF THERE IS NOT? WHEREFORE, EITHER LET THEM DENY THAT THERE IS GREAT UTILITY IN REPENTING, SO THAT THEY MAY BE DRIVEN NOT ONLY FROM THE CHRISTIAN NAME, BUT FROM EVERY EVEN IMAGINARY ARGUMENT FOR THEIR VIEWS, OR LET THEM CEASE TO SAY AND TO TEACH THAT THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF SOULS, ONE OF WHICH HAS NOTHING OF EVIL, THE OTHER NOTHING OF GOOD; FOR THAT WHOLE SECT IS PROPPED UP BY THIS TWO- HEADED OR RATHER HEADLONG (2) VARIETY OF SOULS. 
23. AND TO ME INDEED IT IS SUFFICIENT THUS TO KNOW THAT THE MANICHÆANS ERR, THAT I KNOW THAT SIN MUST BE REPENTED OF; AND YET IF NOW BY RIGHT OF FRIENDSHIP I SHOULD ACCOST SOME ONE OF MY FRIENDS WHO STILL THINKS THAT THEY ARE WORTHY OF BEING LISTENED TO, AND SHOULD SAY TO HIM: DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT IT IS USEFUL, WHEN ANY ONE HAS SINNED, TO REPENT? WITHOUT HESITATION HE WILL SWEAR THAT HE KNOWS. IF THEN I SHALL HAVE CONVINCED YOU THAT MANICHÆISM IS FALSE, WILL YOU NOT DESIRE ANYTHING SNORE? LET HIM REPLY WHAT MORE HE CAN DESIRE IN THIS MATTER. VERY WELL, SO FAR. BUT WHEN I SHALL HAVE BEGUN TO SHOW THE SURE AND NECESSARY ARGUMENTS WHICH, BOUND TO IT WITH ADAMANTINE CHAINS, AS THE SAYING IS, FOLLOW THAT PROPOSITION, AND SHALL HAVE CONDUCTED TO ITS CONCLUSION THE WHOLE PROCESS BY WHICH THAT SECT IS OVERTHROWN, HE WILL DENY PERHAPS THAT HE KNOWS THE UTILITY OF REPENTING, WHICH NO LEARNED MAN, NO UNLEARNED, IS IGNORANT OF, AND WILL RATHER CONTEND, WHEN WE HESITATE AND DELIBERATE, THAT TWO SOULS IN US FURNISH EACH ITS OWN PROPER HELP TO THE SOLUTION OF THE DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE QUESTION. O HABIT OF SIN! O ACCOMPANYING PENALTY OF SIN! THEN YOU TURNED ME AWAY FROM THE CONSIDERATION OF THINGS SO MANIFEST, BUT YOU INJURED ME WHEN I DID NOT DISCERN. BUT NOW, AMONG MY MOST FAMILIAR ACQUAINTANCES WHO DO NOT DISCERN, YOU WOUND AND TORMENT ME DISCERNING. 
CHAP. 15. HE PRAYS FOR HIS FRIENDS WHOM HE HAS HAD AS ASSOCIATES IN ERROR.
24. GIVE HEED TO THESE THINGS, I BESEECH YOU, DEARLY BELOVED. YOUR DISPOSITIONS TO HAVE WELL KNOWN. IF YOU NOW CONCEDE TO ME THE MIND AND THE REASON OF ANY SORT OF MAN, THESE THINGS ARE FAR MORE CERTAIN THAN THE THINGS THAT WE SEEMED TO LEARN OR RATHER WERE COMPELLED TO BELIEVE. GREAT GOD, GOD OMNIPOTENT, GOD OF SUPREME GOODNESS, WHOSE RIGHT IT IS TO BE BELIEVED AND KNOWN TO BE INVIOLABLE AND UNCHANGEABLE. TRINAL UNITY, WHOM THE CATHOLIC CHURCH WORSHIPS, AS ONE WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED IN MYSELF THY MERCY, I SUPPLICATE THEE, THAT THOU WILT NOT PERMIT THOSE WITH WHOM FROM BOYHOOD I HAVE LIVED MOST HARMONIOUSLY IN EVERY RELATION TO DISSENT FROM ME IN THY WORSHIP. I SEE BOW IT WAS ESPECIALLY TO BE EXPECTED IN THIS PLACE THAT I SHOULD EITHER EVEN THEN HAVE DEFENDED THE CATHOLIC SCRIPTURES ATTACKED BY THE MANICHÆANS, IF AS I SAY, I HAD BEEN CAUTIOUS; OR I SHOULD NOW SHOW THAT THEY CAN BE DEFENDED. BUT IN OTHER VOLUMES GOD WILL AID MY PURPOSE, FOR THE MODERATE LENGTH OF THIS, AS I SUPPOSE, ALREADY ASKS TO BE SPARED. (3) AUGUSTIN AND FORTUNATUS ARE AT VARIANCE WITH REFERENCE TO THE SUBJECT FOR DISCUSSION, THE FORMER HAVING PROPOSED TO DISPUTE ABOUT DOCTRINE, THE LATTER PREFERRING TO VINDICATE HIS PARTY THROUGH THE TESTIMONY OF AUGUSTIN FROM THE SLANDEROUS ACCUSATIONS THAT ARE CURRENT AMONG THE CATHOLICS. FORTUNATUS MAKES A CONFESSION OF HIS FAITH, IN WHICH HE CONFESSES TO BELIEVE THAT GOD IS INCORRUPTIBLE, LUCID, UNAPPROACHABLE, INTENIBLE, IMPASSIBLE; AND EXPRESSES HIS ADHERENCE TO A DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY SOMEWHAT LIKE THAT HELD BY ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS. AUGUSTIN SHOWS THAT THE MANICHÆAN GOD IS SUBJECT TO NECESSITY, CORRUPTIBLE, VIOLABLE, LIABLE TO SUFFERING, ETC., AND PRESSES UPON FORTUNATUS THE QUESTION, WHY GOD SENT A PORTION OF HIS SUBSTANCE TO COMBAT THE RACE OF DARKNESS, AND SO TO BECOME INVOLVED IN CORRUPTION AND MISERY? FORTUNATUS ATTEMPTS, WITHOUT SUCCESS, TO SHOW THE CONSISTENCY OF HIS CONFESSION OF FAITH WITH THE MANICHÆAN VIEW OF TWO ETERNALLY EXISTING ANTAGONISTIC PRINCIPLES, AND THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE TWO RESULTING IN THE MINGLING OF GOOD AND EVIL IN THE PRESENT ORDER OF THINGS BY QUOTING FREELY FROM THE CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES. KNOWING THE DECEITFULNESS OF FORTUNATUS IN HIS USE OF SCRIPTURE, AUGUSTIN INSISTS THAT THE DISCUSSION BE CONDUCTED ON RATIONAL GROUNDS. THE AUDIENCE TAKE SIDES WITH AUGUSTIN, AND RAISE A CLAMOR THAT RESULTS IN THE SUSPENSION OF THE DISCUSSION, AND AFTER THEY HAVE EXPRESSED HORROR AT FORTUNATUS' ASSERTION THAT THE WORD OF GOD IS LETTERED IN THE RACE OF DARKNESS, THE MEETING IS CLOSED. 
ST. AUGUSTIN
ACTS OR DISPUTATION AGAINST FORTUNATUS, THE MANICHAEAN.
[ACTA SEU DISPUTATIO CONTRA FORTUNATUM MANICHAEUM.]
A.D. 392. (1)
DISPUTATION OF THE FIRST DAY
ON THE FIFTH OF SEPTEMBER, THE MOST RENOWNED MEN ARCADIUS AUGUSTUS (THE SECOND TIME) AND RUFINUS BEING CONSULS, A DISPUTATION AGAINST FORTUNATUS, AN ELDER OF THE MANICHAEANS, WAS HELD IN THE CITY OF HIPPO REGIUS, IN THE BATHS OF SOSSIUS, IN THE PRESENCE OF THE PEOPLE.
1. AUGUSTIN SAID: I NOW REGARD AS ERROR WHAT FORMERLY I REGARDED AS TRUTH. I DESIRE TO HEAR FROM YOU WHO ARE PRESENT WHETHER MY SUPPOSITION IS CORRECT. FIRST OF ALL, I REGARD IT AS THE HEIGHT OF ERROR TO BELIEVE THAT ALMIGHTY GOD, IN WHOM IS OUR ONE HOPE, IS IN ANY PART EITHER VIOLABLE, OR CONTAMINABLE, OR CORRUPTIBLE. THIS I KNOW YOUR HERESY AFFIRMS, NOT INDEED IN THE WORDS THAT I NOW USE; FOR WHEN YOU ARE QUESTIONED YOU CONFESS THAT GOD IS INCORRUPTIBLE, AND ABSOLUTELY INVIOLABLE, AND INCONTAMINABLE; BUT WHEN YOU BEGIN TO EXPOUND THE REST OF YOUR SYSTEM, WE ARE COMPELLED TO DECLARE HIM CORRUPTIBLE, PENETRABLE, CONTAMINABLE. FOR YOU SAY THAT ANOTHER RACE OF DARKNESS, WHATEVER IT MAY BE, HAS REBELLED AGAINST THE KINGDOM OF GOD; BUT THAT ALMIGHTY GOD, WHEN HE SAW WHAT RUIN AND DESOLATION THREATENED HIS DOMAINS, UNLESS HE SHOULD MAKE SOME OPPOSITION TO THE ADVERSE RACE AND RESIST IT, SENT THIS VIRTUE, FROM WHOSE COMMINGLING WITH EVIL AND THE RACE OF DARKNESS THE WORLD WAS FRAMED. HENCE IT IS THAT HERE GOOD SOULS LABOR, SERVE, ERR, ARE CORRUPTED: THAT THEY MAY SEE THE NEED OF A LIBERATOR, WHO SHOULD PURGE THEM FROM ERROR, LOOSE THEM FROM THIS COMMINGLING WITH EVIL, AND LIBERATE THEM FROM SERVITUDE. I THINK IT IMPIOUS TO BELIEVE THAT ALMIGHTY GOD EVER FEARED ANY ADVERSE RACE, OR WAS UNDER NECESSITY TO PRECIPITATE US INTO AFFLICTIONS. 
FORTUNATUS SAID: BECAUSE I KNOW THAT YOU HAVE BEEN IN OUR MIDST, THAT IS, HAVE LIVED AS AN ADHERENT AMONG THE MANICHAEANS, THESE ARE THE PRINCIPLES OF OUR FAITH. THE MATTER NOW TO BE CONSIDERED IS OUR MODE OF LIVING, THE FALSELY ALLEGED CRIMES FOR WHICH WE ARE MALTREATED. THEREFORE, LET THE GOOD MEN PRESENT HEAR FROM YOU WHETHER THESE THINGS WITH WHICH WE ARE CHARGED AND WHICH WE HAVE THROWN IN OUR TEETH ARE TRUE OR FALSE. FOR FROM YOUR INSTRUCTION, AND FROM YOUR EXPOSITION AND EXPLANATION, THEY WILL HAVE BEEN ABLE TO GAIN MORE CORRECT INFORMATION ABOUT OUR MODE OF LIFE, IF IT SHALL HAVE BEEN SET FORTH BY YOU. 
2. AUGUSTIN SAID: I WAS AMONG YOU, BUT FAITH AND MORALS ARE DIFFERENT QUESTIONS. I PROPOSED TO DISCUSS FAITH. BUT IF THOSE PRESENT PREFER TO HEAR ABOUT MORALS, I DO NOT DECLINE THAT QUESTION. 
FORTUNATUS SAID: I WISH FIRST TO PURGE MYSELF IN YOUR CONSCIENCE IN WHICH WE ARE POLLUTED, BY THE TESTIMONY OF A COMPETENT MAN, (WHO EVEN NOW IS COMPETENT FOR ME), AND IN VIEW OF THE FUTURE EXAMINATION OF CHRIST, THE JUST JUDGE, WHETHER HE SAW IN US, OR HIMSELF PRACTICED BY IMITATION, THE THINGS THAT ARE NOW THROWN IN OUR TEETH? 
3. AUGUSTIN SAID: YOU CALL ME TO SOMETHING ELSE, WHEN I HAD PROPOSED TO DISCUSS FAITH, BUT CONCERNING YOUR MORALS ONLY THOSE WHO ARE YOUR ELECT CAN FULLY KNOW. BUT YOU KNOW THAT I WAS NOT YOUR ELECT, BUT AN AUDITOR. HENCE THOUGH I WAS PRESENT AT YOUR PRAYER MEETINGS, (1) AS YOU HAVE ASKED (WHETHER SEPARATELY AMONG YOURSELVES YOU HAVE ANY PRAYER MEETINGS, GOD ALONE AND YOURSELVES CAN KNOW); YET IN YOUR PRAYER MEETINGS WHERE I HAVE BEEN PRESENT L HAVE SEEN NOTHING SHAMEFUL TAKE PLACE; BUT ONLY THAT THE FAITH THAT I AFTERWARDS LEARNED AND APPROVED IS DENOUNCED, AND THAT YOU PERFORM YOUR SERVICES FACING THE SUN. BESIDES THIS I FOUND OUT NOTHING NEW IN YOUR MEETINGS, BUT WHOEVER RAISES ANY QUESTION OF MORALS AGAINST YOU, RAISES IT AGAINST YOUR ELECT. BUT WHAT YOU WHO ARE ELECT DO AMONG YOURSELVES, I HAVE NO MEANS OF KNOWING. FOR I HAVE OFTEN HEARD FROM YOU THAT YOU RECEIVE THE EUCHARIST. BUT SINCE THE TIME OF RECEIVING IT WAS CONCEALED FROM ME, HOW COULD I KNOW WHAT YOU RECEIVE? (2) SO, KEEP THE QUESTION ABOUT MORALS, IF YOU PLEASE, FOR DISCUSSION AMONG YOUR ELECT, IF IT CAN BE DISCUSSED. YOU GAVE ME A FAITH THAT I TODAY DISAPPROVE. THIS I PROPOSED TO DISCUSS. LET A RESPONSE BE MADE TO MY PROPOSITION. 
FORTUNATUS SAID: AND OUR PROFESSION IS THIS VERY THING: THAT GOD IS INCORRUPTIBLE, LUCID, UNAPPROACHABLE, INTENIBLE, IMPASSIBLE, THAT HE INHABITS HIS OWN ETERNAL LIGHTS, THAT NOTHING CORRUPTIBLE PROCEEDS FROM HIM, NEITHER DARKNESS, DEMONS, SATAN, NOR ANYTHING ADVERSE CAN BE FOUND IN HIS KINGDOM. BUT THAT HE SENT FORTH A SAVIOR LIKE HIMSELF; THAT THE WORD BORN FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, WHEN HE HAD FORMED THE WORLD, AFTER THE FORMATION OF THE WORLD CAME AMONG MEN; THAT HE HAS CHOSEN SOULS WORTHY OF HIMSELF ACCORDING TO HIS OWN HOLY WILL, SANCTIFIED BY CELESTIAL COMMAND, IMBUED WITH THE FAITH AND REASON OF CELESTIAL THINGS; THAT UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP THOSE SOULS WILL RETURN HENCE AGAIN TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD ACCORDING TO THE HOLY PROMISE OF HIM WHO SAID: "I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE DOOR;" (3) AND "NO ONE CAN COME UNTO THE FATHER, EXCEPT THROUGH ME." THESE THINGS WE BELIEVE BECAUSE OTHERWISE, THAT IS, THROUGH ANOTHER MEDIATOR, SOULS CANNOT RETURN TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD, UNLESS THEY FIND HIM AS THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE DOOR. FOR HIMSELF SAID: "HE THAT HATH SEEN ME, HATH SEEN MY FATHER ALSO;" (4) AND "WHOSOEVER SHALL HAVE BELIEVED ON ME SHALL NOT TASTE DEATH FOREVER, BUT HAS PASSED FROM DEATH UNTO LIFE, AND SHALL NOT COME INTO JUDGMENT." (5) THESE THINGS WE BELIEVE AND THIS IS THE REASON OF OUR FAITH, AND ACCORDING TO THE STRENGTH OF OUR MIND WE ENDEAVOR TO ACT ACCORDING TO HIS COMMANDMENTS, FOLLOWING AFTER THE ONE FAITH OF THIS TRINITY, FATHER AND SON AND HOLY SPIRIT. (6) 
4. AUGUSTIN SAID: WHAT WAS THE CAUSE OF THOSE SOULS BEING PRECIPITATED INTO DEATH, WHOM YOU CONFESS COME THROUGH CHRIST FROM DEATH TO LIFE? FORTUNATUS SAID: HENCE NOW DEIGN TO GO ON AND TO CONTRADICT, IF THERE IS NOTHING BESIDES GOD. 
5. AUGUSTIN SAID: NAY, DO YOU DEIGN TO ANSWER THE QUESTION PUT TO YOU: WHAT CAUSE HAS GIVEN THESE SOULS TO DEATH? FORTUNATUS SAID: NAY BUT DO YOU DEIGN TO SAY WHETHER THERE IS ANYTHING BESIDES GOD, OR ALL THINGS ARE IN GOD. 
6. AUGUSTIN SAID: THIS I CAN REPLY, THAT THE LORD WISHED ME TO KNOW THAT GOD CANNOT SUFFER ANY NECESSITY, NOR BE VIOLATED OR CORRUPTED IN ANY PART. WHICH, SINCE YOU ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE, I ASK BY WHAT NECESSITY HE SENT HITHER SOULS THAT YOU SAY RETURN THROUGH CHRIST? FORTUNATUS SAID: WHAT YOU HAVE SAID: THAT THUS FAR GOD HAS REVEALED TO YOU, THAT HE IS INCORRUPTIBLE, AS HE HAS ALSO REVEALED TO ME; THE REASON MUST BE SOUGHT, HOW AND WHEREFORE SOULS HAVE COME INTO THIS WORLD, SO THAT NOW OF RIGHT GOD SHOULD LIBERATE THEM FROM THIS WORLD THROUGH HIS SON ONLY BEGOTTEN AND LIKE HIMSELF, IF BESIDES HIMSELF THERE IS NOTHING? 
7. AUGUSTIN SAID: WE OUGHT NOT TO DISAPPOINT THOSE PRESENT, BEING MEN OF NOTE, AND FROM THE QUESTION PROPOSED FOR DISCUSSION GO TO ANOTHER. SO, WE BOTH CONFESS, SO WE CONCEDE TO OURSELVES, THAT GOD IS INCORRUPTIBLE AND INVIOLABLE, AND COULD HAVE IN NO WAY SUFFERED. FROM WHICH IT FOLLOWS, THAT YOUR HERESY IS FALSE, WHICH SAYS THAT GOD, WHEN HE SAW DESOLATION AND RUIN THREATEN HIS KINGDOM, SENT FORTH A POWER THAT SHOULD DO BATTLE WITH THE RACE OF DARKNESS, AND THAT OUT OF THIS COMMINGLING OUR SOULS ARE LABORING. MY ARGUMENT IS BRIEF, AND AS I SUPPOSE, PERFECTLY CLEAR TO ANY ONE. IF GOD COULD HAVE SUFFERED NOTHING FROM THE RACE OF DARKNESS BECAUSE HE IS INVIOLABLE, WITHOUT CAUSE, HE SENT US HITHER THAT WE MIGHT HERE SUFFER DISTRESS. BUT IF ANYTHING CAN SUFFER, IT IS NOT INVIOLABLE, AND YOU DECEIVE THOSE TO WHOM YOU SAY THAT GOD IS INVIOLABLE. FOR THIS YOUR HERESY DENIES WHEN YOU EXPOUND THE REST OF IT. FORTUNATUS SAID: WE ARE OF THAT MIND IN WHICH THE APOSTLE PAUL INSTRUCTS US, WHO SAYS: "LET THIS MIND BE IN YOU THAT WAS ALSO IN CHRIST JESUS, WHO WHEN HE HAD BEEN CONSTITUTED IN THE FORM OF GOD, THOUGHT IT NOT ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL WITH GOD; BUT EMPTIED HIMSELF RECEIVING THE FORM OF A SERVANT, HAVING BEEN MADE IN THE LIKENESS OF MEN, AND HAVING BEEN FOUND IN FASHION AS A MAN, HE HUMBLED HIMSELF, AND WAS MADE OBEDIENT EVEN UNTO DEATH." (1) WE HAVE THIS MIND THEREFORE ABOUT OURSELVES, WHICH WE HAVE ALSO ABOUT CHRIST, WHO WHEN HE WAS CONSTITUTED IN THE FORM OF GOD, WAS MADE OBEDIENT EVEN UNTO DEATH THAT HE MIGHT SHOW THE SIMILITUDE OF OUR SOULS. AND LIKE AS HE SHOWED IN HIMSELF THE SIMILITUDE OF DEATH, AND HAVING BEEN RAISED FROM THE MIDST OF THE DEAD SHOWED THAT HE WAS FROM THE FATHER, IN THE SAME MANNER WE THINK IT WILL BE WITH OUR SOULS, BECAUSE THROUGH HIM WE SHALL HAVE BEEN ABLE TO BE FREED FROM THIS DEATH, WHICH IS EITHER ALIEN FROM GOD, OR IF IT BELONGS TO GOD, HIS MERCY CEASES, AND THE NAME OF LIBERATOR, AND THE WORKS OF HIM WHO LIBERATES. (2) 
8. AUGUSTIN SAID: I ASK HOW WE CAME INTO DEATH, AND YOU TELL HOW WE MAY BE LIBERATED FROM DEATH. FORTUNATUS SAID: SO, THE APOSTLE SAID THAT WE OUGHT TO HAVE THAT MIND CONCERNING OURSELVES WHICH CHRIST HAS SHOWN US. IF CHRIST WAS IN SUFFERING AND DEATH, SO ALSO ARE WE. 
9. AUGUSTIN SAID: IT IS KNOWN TO ALL THAT THE CATHOLIC FAITH IS TO THE EFFECT THAT OUR LORD, THAT IS THE POWER AND WISDOM OF GOD, (3) AND THE WORD THROUGH WHOM ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN MADE AND WITHOUT WHOM WAS NOT ANYTHING MADE, (4) TOOK UPON HIMSELF MAN TO LIBERATE US. IN THE MAN WHOM HE TOOK UPON HIMSELF, HE DEMONSTRATED THOSE THINGS THAT YOU SPOKE OF. BUT WE NOW ASK CONCERNING THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD HIMSELF AND OF UNSPEAKABLE MAJESTY, WHETHER ANYTHING CAN INJURE IT OR NOT. FOR IF ANYTHING CAN INJURE IT, HE IS NOT INVIOLABLE. IF NOTHING CAN INJURE I THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD, WHAT WAS THE RACE OF DARKNESS ABOUT TO DO TO IT, AGAINST WHICH YOU SAY WAR WAS WAGED BY GOD BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD; IN WHICH WAR YOU ASSERT THAT WE, THAT IS SOULS THAT ARE NOW MANIFESTLY IN NEED OF A LIBERATOR, HAVE BEEN COMMINGLED WITH EVERY EVIL AND IMPLICATED IN DEATH. FOR I RETURN TO THAT VERY BRIEF STATEMENT: IF HE COULD BE INJURED, HE IS NOT INVIOLABLE; IF HE COULD NOT, HE ACTED CRUELLY IN SENDING US HITHER TO SUFFER THESE THINGS. FORTUNATUS SAID: DOES THE SOUL BELONG TO GOD, OR NOT? 
10. AUGUSTIN SAID: IF IT IS JUST THAT YOU SHOULD FAIL TO RESPOND TO MY QUESTIONS, AND THAT I SHOULD BE QUESTIONED, I WILL REPLY. FORTUNATUS SAID: DOES THE SOUL ACT INDEPENDENTLY? THIS I ASK OF YOU. 
11. AUGUSTIN SAID: I INDEED WILL TELL WHAT YOU HAVE ASKED; ONLY REMEMBER THIS, THAT WHILE YOU HAVE REFUSED TO RESPOND TO MY QUESTIONS, I HAVE RESPONDED TO YOURS. IF YOU ASK WHETHER THE SOUL DESCENDED FROM GOD, IT IS INDEED A GREAT QUESTION; BUT WHETHER IT DESCENDS FROM GOD OR NOT, I MAKE THIS REPLY CONCERNING THE SOUL, THAT IT IS NOT GOD; THAT GOD IS ONE THING, THE SOUL ANOTHER. THAT GOD IS INVIOLABLE, INCORRUPTIBLE, AND IMPENETRABLE, AND INCONTAMINABLE, WHO ALSO COULD BE CORRUPTED IN NO PART AND TO WHOM NO INJURY CAN BE DONE IN ANY PART. BUT WE SEE ALSO THAT THE SOUL IS SINFUL, AND IS CONVERSANT WITH MISERY, AND SEEKS THE TRUTH, AND IS IN WANT OF A LIBERATOR. THIS CHANGING CONDITION OF THE SOUL SHOWS ME THAT THE SOUL IS NOT GOD. FOR IF THE SOUL IS THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD, THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD ERRS, THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD IS CORRUPTED, THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD IS VIOLATED, THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD IS DECEIVED; WHICH IT IS IMPIOUS TO SAY. FORTUNATUS SAID: THEREFORE, YOU HAVE DENIED THAT THE SOUL IS OF GOD, SO LONG AS IT SERVES SINS, AND VICES, AND EARTHLY THINGS, AND IS LED BY [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], BECAUSE IT CANNOT HAPPEN THAT EITHER GOD OR HIS SUBSTANCE SHOULD SUFFER THIS THING. FOR GOD IS INCORRUPTIBLE AND HIS SUBSTANCE IMMACULATE AND HOLY. BUT HERE IT IS INQUIRED OF YOU WHETHER THE SOUL IS OF GOD, OR NOT? WHICH WE CONFESS, AND SHOW FROM THE ADVENT OF THE SAVIOR, FROM HIS HOLY PREACHING, FROM HIS ELECTION; WHILE HE PITIED SOULS, AND THE SOUL IS SAID TO HAVE COME ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, THAT HE MIGHT FREE IT FROM DEATH AND MIGHT BRING IT TO ETERNAL GLORY, AND RESTORE IT TO THE FATHER. BUT WHAT DO YOU SAY AND HOPE CONCERNING THE SOUL; IS IT FROM GOD OR NOT? CAN THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD, FROM WHICH YOU DENY THAT THE SOUL HAS ITS BEING, BE SUBJECT TO NO PASSIONS? 
12. AUGUSTIN SAID: I HAVE DENIED THAT THE SOUL IS THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD IN THE SENSE OF ITS BEING GOD; BUT YET I HOLD THAT IT IS FROM GOD AS ITS AUTHOR, BECAUSE IT WAS MADE BY GOD. THE MAKER IS ONE THING, THE THING MADE IS ANOTHER. HE WHO MADE CANNOT BE CORRUPTIBLE AT ALL, BUT WHAT HE MADE CANNOT BE AT ALL EQUAL TO HIM WHO MADE IT. FORTUNATUS SAID: NOR HAVE I SAID THAT THE SOUL IS LIKE GOD. BUT BECAUSE YOU HAVE SAID THAT THE SOUL IS AN ARTIFICIAL THING, AND THAT THERE IS NOTHING BESIDES GOD, I ASK WHENCE THEN GOD INVENTED THE SUBSTANCE OF THE SOUL? 
13. AUGUSTIN SAID: ONLY BEAR IN MIND THAT I REPLY TO YOUR INTERROGATIONS, BUT THAT YOU DO NOT REPLY TO MINE. I SAY THAT THE SOUL WAS MADE BY GOD AS ALL OTHER THINGS THAT WERE MADE BY GOD; AND THAT AMONG THE THINGS THAT GOD ALMIGHTY MADE THE PRINCIPAL PLACE WAS GIVEN TO THE SOUL. BUT IF YOU ASK WHENCE GOD MADE THE SOUL, REMEMBER THAT YOU AND I AGREE IN CONFESSING THAT GOD IS ALMIGHTY. BUT HE IS NOT ALMIGHTY WHO SEEKS THE ASSISTANCE OF ANY MATERIAL WHENCE HE MAY MAKE WHAT HE WILL. FROM WHICH IT FOLLOWS, THAT ACCORDING TO OUR FAITH, ALL THINGS THAT GOD MADE THROUGH HIS WORD AND WISDOM, HE MADE OUT OF NOTHING. FOR SO WE READ: HE ORDERED AND THEY WERE MADE; HE COMMANDED AND THEY WERE CREATED." (1) FORTUNATUS SAID: DO ALL THINGS HAVE THEIR EXISTENCE FROM GOD'S COMMAND? 
14. AUGUSTIN SAID: SO, I BELIEVE, BUT ALL THINGS WHICH WERE MADE. FORTUNATUS SAID: AS THINGS, MADE THEY AGREE, BUT BECAUSE THEY ARE UNSUITABLE TO THEMSELVES, THEREFORE ON THIS ACCOUNT IT FOLLOWS, THAT THERE IS NOT ONE SUBSTANCE, ALTHOUGH FROM THE SAME ORDER OF THE ONE THEY CAME TO THE COMPOSITION AND FASHIONING OF THIS WORLD. BUT IT IS PLAIN IN THE THINGS THEMSELVES THAT THERE IS NO SIMILARITY BETWEEN DARKNESS AND LIGHT, TRUTH AND FALSEHOOD, DEATH AND LIFE, SOUL AND BODY, AND OTHER SIMILAR THINGS WHICH DIFFER FROM EACH OTHER BOTH IN NAMES AND APPEARANCES. AND FOR GOOD REASON DID OUR LORD SAY: "THE TREE WHICH MY HEAVENLY FATHER HAS NOT PLANTED SHALL BE ROOTED UP AND CAST INTO THE FIRE, BECAUSE IT BRINGS NOT FORTH GOOD FRUIT:" (2) AND THAT THE TREE HAS BEEN ROOTED UP. HENCE TRULY IT FOLLOWS FROM THE REASON OF THINGS THAT THERE ARE TWO SUBSTANCES IN THIS WORLD WHICH AGREE IN FORMS AND IN NAMES, OF WHICH ONE BELONGS TO CORPOREAL NATURES, BUT THE OTHER IS THE ETERNAL SUBSTANCE OF THE OMNIPOTENT FATHER, WHICH WE BELIEVE TO BE GOD'S SUBSTANCE. 
15. AUGUSTIN SAID: THOSE CONTRARY THINGS THAT MOVE YOU SO THAT WE THINK ADVERSELY, HAVE HAPPENED ON ACCOUNT OF OUR SIN, THAT IS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SIN OF MAN. FOR GOD MADE ALL THINGS GOOD, AND ORDERED THEM WELL; BUT HE DID NOT MAKE SIN, AND OUR VOLUNTARY SIN IS THE ONLY THING THAT IS CALLED EVIL. THERE IS ANOTHER KIND OF EVIL, WHICH IS THE PENALTY OF SIN. SINCE THEREFORE THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF EVIL, SIN AND THE PENALTY OF SIN, SIN DOES NOT PERTAIN TO GOD; THE PENALTY OF SIN PERTAINS TO THE AVENGER. FOR AS GOD IS GOOD WHO CONSTITUTED ALL THINGS, SO HE IS JUST IN TAKING VENGEANCE ON SIN. SINCE THEREFORE ALL THINGS ARE ORDERED IN THE BEST POSSIBLE WAY, WHICH SEEM TO US NOW TO BE ADVERSE, IT HAS DESERVEDLY HAPPENED TO FALLEN MAN WHO WAS UNWILLING TO KEEP THE LAW OF GOD. FOR GOD GAVE FREE WILL TO THE RATIONAL SOUL WHICH IS IN MAN. FOR THUS IT WOULD HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE TO HAVE MERIT, IF WE SHOULD BE GOOD VOLUNTARILY AND NOT OF NECESSITY. SINCE THEREFORE IT BEHOOVES US TO BE GOOD NOT OF NECESSITY BUT VOLUNTARILY, IT BEHOOVED GOD TO GIVE TO THE SOUL FREE WILL. BUT TO THIS SOUL OBEYING HIS LAWS, HE SUBJECTED ALL THINGS WITHOUT ADVERSITY, SO THAT THE REST OF THE THINGS THAT GOD MADE SHOULD SERVE IT, IF ALSO THE SOUL ITSELF HAD WILLED TO SERVE GOD. BUT IF IT SHOULD REFUSE TO SERVE GOD, THOSE THINGS THAT SERVED IT SHOULD BE CONVERTED INTO ITS PUNISHMENT. WHEREFORE IF ALL THINGS ARE RIGHTLY ORDERED BY GOD, AND ARE GOOD, NEITHER DOES GOD SUFFER EVIL. FORTUNATUS SAID: HE DOES NOT SUFFER, BUT PREVENTS EVIL. 
16. AUGUSTIN SAID: FROM WHOM THEN WAS HE ABOUT TO SUFFER IT? FORTUNATUS SAID: THIS IS MY POINT, THAT HE WISHED TO PREVENT IT, NOT RASHLY, BUT BY POWER AND PRESCIENCE. BUT DENY EVIL TO BE APART FROM GOD, WHEN OTHER PRECEPTS CAN BE SHOWN WHICH ARE DONE APART FROM HIS WILL. A PRECEPT IS NOT INTRODUCED, UNLESS WHERE THERE IS CONTRARIETY. THE FREE FACULTY OF LIVING IS NOT GIVEN EXCEPT WHERE THERE IS A FALL ACCORDING TO THE ARGUMENT OF THE APOSTLE WHO SAYS: "AND YOU DID HE QUICKEN, WHEN YE WERE DEAD IN YOUR TRESPASSES AND SINS, WHEREIN AFORETIME YE WALKED ACCORDING TO THE RULERSHIP OF THIS WORLD, ACCORDING TO THE PRINCE OF THE POWER OF THE AIR, OF THE SPIRIT THAT NOW WORKETH IN THE SOULS OF DISOBEDIENCE; AMONG WHOM WE ALSO ALL ONCE LIVED IN THE LUSTS OF OUR FLESH, DOING THE DESIRES OF THE COUNSELS OF THE FLESH, AND WERE BY NATURE CHILDREN OF WRATH, EVEN AS THE REST: BUT GOD, WHO IS RICH IN ALL MERCY, HAD MERCY ON US. AND WHEN WE WERE DEAD BY SINS, QUICKENED US TOGETHER IN CHRIST, BY WHOSE GRACE YE HAVE BEEN SAVED; AND AT THE SAME TIME ALSO RAISED US UP, AND MADE US TO SIT WITH HIM IN THE HEAVENLY PLACES WITH CHRIST JESUS, THAT IN THE AGES TO COME HE MIGHT SHOW THE EXCEEDING RICHES OF HIS GRACE IN KINDNESS TOWARD US IN CHRIST JESUS. FOR BY GRACE HAVE YE BEEN SAVED THROUGH FAITH; AND THAT NOT OF YOURSELVES, FOR IT IS A GIFT OF GOD; NOT OF WORKS, LEST ANY ONE SHOULD GLORY. FOR WE ARE HIS WORKMANSHIP CREATED IN CHRIST JESUS IN GOOD WORKS, WHICH GOD PREPARED THAT WE SHOULD WALK IN THEM. WHEREFORE REMEMBER, THAT AFORETIME YE WERE GENTILES IN THE FLESH, WHO ARE CALLED UNCIRCUMCISION, BY THAT WHICH IS CALLED CIRCUMCISION IN FLESH MADE BY HANDS, BECAUSE YE WERE AT THAT TIME WITHOUT CHRIST, ALIENATED FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OF ISRAEL, AND STRANGERS OF THE COVENANT, HAVING NO HOPE OF THE PROMISE, AND WITHOUT GOD IN THIS WORLD. BUT NOW IN CHRIST JESUS, YE THAT ONCE WERE FAR OFF ARE MADE NIGH IN THE BLOOD OF CHRIST. FOR HE IS OUR PEACE, WHO MADE BOTH ONE, AND BREAKING DOWN THE MIDDLE WALL OF PARTITION, THE ENMITIES IN HIS FLESH, MAKING VOID BY HIS DECREES THE LAW OF COMMANDMENTS, THAT IN HIMSELF HE MIGHT UNITE THE TWO INTO ONE NEW MAN, MAKING PEACE, THAT HE MIGHT RECONCILE THEM BOTH IN ONE BODY UNTO GOD THROUGH THE CROSS, SLAYING THE ENMITIES IN HIMSELF. AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE UNTO YOU THAT WERE FAR OFF, AND PEACE TO THEM THAT WERE NIGH. FOR THROUGH HIM WE BOTH HAVE OUR ACCESS IN ONE SPIRIT UNTO THE FATHER." (1) 
17. AUGUSTIN SAID: THIS PASSAGE FROM THE APOSTLE, WHICH YOU HAVE THOUGHT FIT TO RECITE, IF I MISTAKE NOT, MAKES VERY STRONGLY FOR MY FAITH AND AGAINST YOURS. IN THE FIRST PLACE, BECAUSE FREE WILL ITSELF, ON WHICH I HAVE SAID THAT THE POSSIBILITY OF THE SOUL'S SINNING DEPENDS, IS HERE SUFFICIENTLY EXPRESSED, WHEN SINS ARE MENTIONED, AND IT IS SAID THAT OUR RECONCILIATION WITH GOD TAKES PLACE THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. FOR BY SINNING WE WERE BROUGHT INTO OPPOSITION TO GOD; BUT BY HOLDING TO THE PRECEPTS OF CHRIST WE ARE RECONCILED TO GOD; SO THAT WE WHO WERE DEAD IN SINS MAY BE MADE ALIVE BY KEEPING HIS PRECEPTS, AND MAY HAVE PEACE WITH HIM IN ONE SPIRIT, FROM WHOM WE WERE ALIENATED, BY FAILURE TO KEEP HIS PRECEPTS; AS IS SET FORTH IN OUR FAITH CONCERNING THE MAN WHO WAS FIRST CREATED. I ASK OF YOU, THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO THAT PASSAGE WHICH HAS BEEN READ, HOW CAN WE HAVE SINS IF CONTRARY NATURE COMPELS US TO DO WHAT WE DO? FOR HE WHO IS COMPELLED BY NATURE TO DO ANYTHING, DOES NOT SIN. BUT HE WHO SINS, SINS BY FREE WILL. WHEREFORE WOULD REPENTANCE BE ENJOINED UPON US, IF WE HAVE DONE NOTHING EVIL, BUT ONLY THE RACE OF DARKNESS? LIKEWISE, I ASK, TO WHOM IS FORGIVENESS OF SINS GRANTED, TO US OR TO THE RACE OF DARKNESS? IF TO THE RACE OF DARKNESS, THEIR RACE WILL ALSO REIGN WITH HIM, RECEIVING THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN; BUT IF TO US IT IS MANIFEST THAT WE HAVE SINNED VOLUNTARILY. FOR IT IS THE HEIGHT OF FOLLY FOR HIM TO BE PARDONED WHO HAS DONE NO EVIL. BUT HE HAS DONE NO EVIL, WHO HAS DONE NOTHING OF HIS OWN WILL. THEREFORE, THE SOUL THAT TODAY PROMISES ITSELF FORGIVENESS OF SINS AND RECONCILIATION TO GOD, IF IT SHOULD CEASE TO SIN, AND REPENT OF PAST SINS: IF IT SHOULD ANSWER ACCORDING TO YOUR FAITH AND SHOULD SAY: IN WHAT HAVE I SINNED? IN WHAT AM I GUILTY? WHY HAST THOU EXPELLED ME FROM THY DOMAINS, THAT I MIGHT DO BATTLE WITH SOME SORT OF RACE? I HAVE BEEN TRODDEN UNDER FOOT, I HAVE BEEN MIXED UP, I HAVE BEEN CORRUPTED, I AM WORN OUT, (2) MY FREE WILL HAS NOT BEEN PRESERVED. THOU KNOW THE NECESSITY BY WHICH I AM PRESERVED: WHY DOST THOU IMPUTE TO ME THE WOUNDS THAT I HAVE RECEIVED? WHEREFORE DOST THOU COMPEL ME TO REPENTANCE WHEN THOU ART THE CAUSE OF MY WOUNDS; WHEN THOU KNOW WHAT I HAVE SUFFERED, WHAT THE RACE OF DARKNESS HAS DONE AGAINST ME, THOU BEING THE AUTHOR WHO COULD SUFFER NO HARM AND YET WISHING TO SAVE THE DOMAINS WHICH NOTHING COULD INJURE, THOU DIDST THRUST ME DOWN INTO THESE MISERIES. IF INDEED I AM A PART OF THEE, WHO HAVE PROCEEDED FROM THY BOWELS, IF I AM FROM THY KINGDOM AND THY MOUTH, I OUGHT NOT TO SUFFER ANYTHING IN THIS RACE OF DARKNESS, SO THAT I BEING UNCORRUPTED THAT RACE SHOULD BE SUBJECTED, IF I WAS A PART OF THE LORD. BUT NOW SINCE IT CANNOT BE CONTROLLED EXCEPT BY MY CORRUPTION, HOW CAN I EITHER BE SAID TO BE A PART OF THEE, OR THOU REMAIN INVIOLABLE, OR NOT BE CRUEL IN WISHING ME TO SUFFER FOR THOSE DOMAINS, THAT COULD IN NO WAY BE INJURED BY THAT RACE OF DARKNESS? RESPOND TO THIS IF YOU PLEASE, AND DEIGN ALSO TO EXPLAIN TO ME HOW IT WAS SAID BY THE APOSTLE, "WE WERE BY NATURE CHILDREN OF WRATH," WHO, HE SAYS, HAVE BEEN RECONCILED TO GOD. IF THEREFORE THEY WERE BY NATURE CHILDREN OF WRATH, HOW DO YOU SAY THAT THE SOUL IS BY NATURE A DAUGHTER AND PORTION OF GOD? FORTUNATUS SAID: IF WITH REGARD TO THE SOUL THE APOSTLE HAD SAID THAT WE ARE BY NATURE CHILDREN OF WRATH, THE SOUL WOULD HAVE BEEN ALIENATED BY THE MOUTH OF THE APOSTLE FROM GOD. FROM THIS ARGUMENT YOU ONLY SHOW THAT THE SOUL DOES NOT BELONG TO GOD, BECAUSE, THE APOSTLE SAYS, "WE ARE BY NATURE CHILDREN OF WRATH." BUT IF IT IS SAID IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THE APOSTLE (1) WAS HELD BY THE LAW, DESCENDING AS HE HIMSELF TESTIFIES, FROM THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, IT FOLLOWS THAT HE HAS SAID CORPOREALLY, THAT WE [I.E., JEWS] WERE CHILDREN OF WRATH EVEN AS THE REST OF MANKIND. BUT HE SHOWS THAT THE SUBSTANCE OF THE SOUL IS OF GOD, AND THAT THE SOUL CANNOT OTHERWISE I BE RECONCILED TO GOD THAN THROUGH THE MASTER, WHO IS CHRIST JESUS. FOR THE ENMITY HAVING BEEN SLAIN, THE SOUL SEEMED TO GOD UNWORTHY TO HAVE EXISTED. BUT THAT IT WAS SENT, THIS WE CONFESS, BY GOD YET OMNIPOTENT, BOTH DERIVING ITS ORIGIN FROM HIM AND SENT FOR THE SEALING OF HIS WILL. IN THE SAME WAY WE BELIEVE ALSO THAT CHRIST THE SAVIOR CAME FROM HEAVEN TO FULFILL THE WILL OF THE FATHER. WHICH WILL OF THE FATHER WAS THIS, TO FREE OUR SOULS FROM THE SAME ENMITY, THIS ENMITY HAVING BEEN SLAIN, WHICH IF IT HAD NOT BEEN OPPOSED TO GOD COULD NEITHER BE CALLED ENMITY WHERE THERE WAS UNITY, NOR COULD SLAYING BE SPOKEN OF OR TAKE PLACE WHERE THERE WAS LIFE. 
18. AUGUSTIN SAID: REMEMBER THAT THE APOSTLE SAID THAT WE ARE ALIENATED FROM GOD BY OUR MANNER OF LIFE. FORTUNATUS SAID: I SUBMIT, THAT THERE WERE TWO SUBSTANCES. IN THE SUBSTANCE OF LIGHT, AS WE HAVE ABOVE SAID, GOD IS TO BE HELD INCORRUPTIBLE; BUT THAT THERE WAS A CONTRARY NATURE OF DARKNESS, THAT WHICH I ALSO TODAY CONFESS IS VANQUISHED BY THE POWER OF GOD, AND THAT CHRIST HAS BEEN SENT FORTH AS A SAVIOR FOR MY RESTORATION, AS PREVIOUSLY THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS. 
19. AUGUSTIN SAID THAT WE SHOULD DISCUSS ON RATIONAL GROUNDS THE BELIEF IN TWO NATURES, HAS BEEN MADE OBLIGATORY BY THOSE WHO ARE HEARING US. BUT INASMUCH AS YOU HAVE AGAIN BETAKEN YOURSELF TO THE SCRIPTURES, I DESCEND TO THEM, AND DEMAND THAT NOTHING BE PASSED BY, LEST USING CERTAIN STATEMENTS WE SHOULD BRING CONFUSION INTO THE MINDS OF THOSE TO WHOM THE SCRIPTURES ARE NOT WELL KNOWN. LET US THEREFORE CONSIDER A STATEMENT THAT THE APOSTLE HAS IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. FOR ON THE FIRST PAGE IS WHAT IS STRONGLY AGAINST YOU. FOR HE SAYS: "PAUL, A SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST, CALLED TO BE AN APOSTLE, SEPARATED UNTO THE GOSPEL OF GOD, WHICH HE PROMISED AFORETIME BY HIS PROPHETS IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, CONCERNING HIS SON, WHO WAS MADE UNTO HIM OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, WHO WAS PREDESTINATED TO BE THE SON OF GOD WITH POWER, ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT OF HOLINESS FROM THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST." (2) WE SEE THAT THE APOSTLE TEACHES US CONCERNING OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THAT BEFORE THE FLESH HE WAS PREDESTINATED BY THE POWER OF GOD, AND ACCORDING TO THE FLESH WAS MADE UNTO HIM OF THE SEED OF DAVID. SINCE YOU HAVE ALWAYS DENIED AND ALWAYS WILL DENY THIS, HOW DO YOU SO EARNESTLY DEMAND THE SCRIPTURES THAT WE SHOULD DISCUSS RATHER ACCORDING TO THEM. FORTUNATUS SAID: YOU ASSERT THAT ACCORDING TO THE FLESH CHRIST WAS OF THE SEED OF DAVID, WHEN IT SHOULD BE ASSERTED THAT HE WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN, (3) AND SHOULD BE MAGNIFIED AS SON OF GOD. FOR THIS CANNOT BE, UNLESS AS WHAT IS FROM SPIRIT MAY BE HELD TO BE SPIRIT, SO ALSO WHAT IS FROM FLESH MAY BE KNOWN TO BE FLESH. (4) AGAINST WHICH IS THE AUTHORITY OF THE GOSPEL IN WHICH IT IS SAID, THAT "FLESH AND BLOOD SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD, NEITHER SHALL CORRUPTION INHERIT INCORRUPTION." (5) HERE A CLAMOR WAS MADE BY THE AUDIENCE WHO WISHED THE ARGUMENT TO BE CONDUCTED ON RATIONAL GROUNDS, BECAUSE THEY SAW THAT FORTUNATUS WAS NOT WILTING TO RECEIVE ALL THINGS THAT ARE WRITTEN IN THE CODEX OF THE APOSTLE. THEN LITTLE DISCUSSIONS BEGAN TO BE HELD HERE AND THERE BY ALL, UNTIL FORTUNATUS SAID THAT THE WORD OF GOD HAS BEEN FETTERED IN THE RACE OF DARKNESS. AT WHICH, WHEN THOSE PRESENT HAD EXPRESSED THEIR HORROR, THE MEETING WAS CLOSE. (6) 
DISPUTATION OF THE SECOND DAY
THE NEXT DAY, A NOTARY HAVING AGAIN BEEN SUMMONED, THE DISCUSSION WAS CONDUCTED AS FOLLOWS:
FORTUNATUS SAID: I SAY THAT GOD ALMIGHTY BRINGS FORTH FROM HIMSELF NOTHING EVIL, AND THAT THE THINGS THAT ARE HIS REMAIN INCORRUPT, HAVING SPRUNG AND BEING BORN FROM AN INVIOLABLE SOURCE; BUT OTHER CONTRARY THINGS WHICH HAVE THEIR BEING IN THIS WORLD, DO NOT FLOW FROM GOD NOR HAVE APPEARED IN THIS WORLD WITH GOD AS THEIR AUTHOR; THAT IS TO SAY, THEY DO NOT DERIVE THEIR ORIGIN FROM GOD. THESE THINGS THEREFORE WE HAVE RECEIVED IN THE BELIEF THAT EVIL THINGS ARE FOREIGN TO GOD. 
20. AUGUSTIN SAID: AND OUR FAITH IS THIS, THAT GOD IS NOT THE PROGENITOR OF EVIL THINGS, NEITHER HAS HE MADE ANY EVIL NATURE. BUT SINCE BOTH OF US AGREE THAT GOD IS INCORRUPTIBLE AND INCONTAMINABLE, IT IS THE PART OF THE PRUDENT AND FAITHFUL TO CONSIDER, WHICH FAITH IS PURER AND WORTHIER OF THE MAJESTY OF GOD THAT IN WHICH IT IS ASSERTED THAT EITHER THE POWER OF GOD, OR SOME PART OF GOD, OR THE WORD OF GOD, CAN BE CHANGED, VIOLATED, CORRUPTED, FETTERED; OR THAT IN WHICH IT IS SAID THAT ALMIGHTY GOD AND HIS ENTIRE NATURE AND SUBSTANCE CAN NEVER BE CORRUPTED IN ANY PART, BUT THAT EVILS HAVE THEIR BEING BY THE VOLUNTARY SIN OF THE SOUL, TO WHICH GOD GAVE FREE WILL. WHICH FREE WILL IF GOD HAD NOT GIVEN, THERE COULD BE NO JUST PENAL JUDGMENT, NOR MERIT OF RIGHTEOUS CONDUCT, NOR DIVINE INSTRUCTION TO REPENT OF SINS, NOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS ITSELF WHICH GOD HAS BESTOWED UPON US THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. BECAUSE HE WHO SINS NOT VOLUNTARILY, SINS NOT AT ALL. THIS I SUPPOSE TO BE OPEN AND PERSPICUOUS TO ALL. WHEREFORE IT OUGHT NOT TO TROUBLE US IF ACCORDING TO OUR DESERTS WE SUFFER SOME INCONVENIENCES IN THE THINGS GOD HAS MADE. FOR AS HE IS GOOD, THAT HE SHOULD CONSTITUTE ALL THINGS; SO, HE IS JUST, THAT HE MAY NOT SPARE SINS, WHICH SINS, AS I HAVE SAID, UNLESS FREE WILL WERE IN US, WOULD NOT BE SINS. FOR IF ANY ONE, SO TO SPEAK, SHOULD BE BOUND BY SOME ONE IN HIS OTHER MEMBERS, AND WITH HIS HAND SOMETHING FALSE SHOULD BE WRITTEN WITHOUT HIS OWN WILL, I ASK WHETHER IF THIS WERE LAID OPEN BEFORE A JUDGE, HE COULD CONDEMN THIS ONE FOR THE CRIME OF FALSEHOOD. WHEREFORE, IF IT IS MANIFEST THAT THERE IS NO SIN WHERE THERE IS NOT FREE EXERCISE OF WILL,(1) I WISH TO HEAR WHAT EVIL THE SOUL WHICH YOU CALL EITHER PART, OR POWER, OR WORD, OR SOMETHING ELSE, OF GOD, HAS DONE, THAT IT SHOULD BE PUNISHED BY GOD, OR REPENT OF SIN, OR MERIT FORGIVENESS, SINCE IT HAS IN NO WAY SINNED? 
FORTUNATUS SAID: I PROPOSED CONCERNING SUBSTANCES, THAT GOD IS TO BE REGARDED AS CREATOR ONLY OF GOOD THINGS, BUT AS THE AVENGER OF EVIL THINGS, FOR THE REASON THAT EVIL THINGS ARE NOT OF HIM. THEREFORE, FOR GOOD REASON I THINK THIS, AND THAT GOD AVENGES EVIL THINGS BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT OF HIMSELF. BUT IF THEY WERE FROM HIM, EITHER HE WOULD GIVE THEM LICENSE TO SIN, AS YOU SAY THAT GOD HAS GIVEN FREE WILL, HE WOULD BE ALREADY FOUND A PARTICIPATOR IN MY FAULT, BECAUSE HE WOULD BE THE AUTHOR OF MY FAULT; OR IGNORANT WHAT I SHOULD BE, HE LEFT ME WHOM HE DID NOT CONSTITUTE WORTHY OF HIMSELF. THIS THEREFORE IS PROPOSED BY ME, AND WHAT I ASK NOW IS, WHETHER GOD INSTITUTED EVIL OR NOT? AND WHETHER HE HIMSELF INSTITUTED THE END OF EVILS. FOR IT APPEARS FROM THESE THINGS, AND THE EVANGELICAL FAITH TEACHES, THAT THE THINGS WHICH WE HAVE SAID WERE MADE BY GOD HIMSELF AS GOD THE CREATOR, AS HAVING BEEN CREATED AND BEGOTTEN BY HIM, ARE TO BE ESTEEMED INCORRUPTIBLE. THESE THINGS I ALSO PROPOSED WHICH BELONG TO OUR BELIEF, AND WHICH CAN BE CONFIRMED BY YOU IN THAT PROFESSION OF OURS, WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. AND BECAUSE I CAN IN NO WAY SHOW THAT I RIGHTLY BELIEVE, UNLESS I SHOULD CONFIRM THAT BELIEF BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES, THIS IS THEREFORE WHAT I HAVE INSINUATED, WHAT I HAVE SAID. EITHER IF EVIL THINGS HAVE APPEARED IN THE WORLD WITH GOD AS THEIR AUTHOR, DEIGN TO SAY SO YOURSELF; OR IF IT IS RIGHT TO BELIEVE THAT EVIL THINGS ARE NOT OF GOD, THIS ALSO THE CONTEMPLATION OF THOSE PRESENT OUGHT TO HONOR AND RECEIVE. I HAVE SPOKEN ABOUT SUBSTANCES, NOT ABOUT SIN THAT DWELLS IN US. FOR IF WHAT WE THINK TO MAKE FAULTS HAD NO ORIGIN, WE SHOULD NOT BE COMPELLED TO COME TO SIN OR TO FAULT. FOR BECAUSE WE SINNED UNWILLINGLY, AND ARE COMPELLED BY A SUBSTANCE CONTRARY AND HOSTILE TO OURSELVES, THEREFORE WE FOLLOW THE KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS. BY WHICH KNOWLEDGE THE SOUL ADMONISHED AND RESTORED TO PRISTINE MEMORY, RECOGNIZES THE SOURCE FROM WHICH IT DERIVES ITS EXISTENCE, IN WHAT EVIL IT DWELLS, BY WHAT GOOD WORKS EMENDING AGAIN THAT IN WHICH UNWILLINGLY IT SINNED, IT MAY BE ABLE THROUGH THE EMENDATION OF ITS FAULTS, FOR THE SAKE OF GOOD WORKS, TO SECURE FOR ITSELF THE MERIT OF RECONCILIATION WITH GOD, OUR SAVIOR BEING THE AUTHOR OF IT, WHO TEACHES US ALSO TO PRACTICE GOOD THINGS AND TO FLEE FROM EVIL. FOR YOU ASK US TO BELIEVE THAT NOT BY SOME CONTRARY NATURE, BUT BY HIS OWN CHOICE, MAN EITHER SERVES RIGHTEOUSNESS OR BECOMES INVOLVED IN SINS; SINCE, NO CONTRARY RACE EXISTING, IF THE SOUL, TO WHICH AS YOU SAY GOD HAS GIVEN FREE WILL, HAVING BEEN CONSTITUTED IN THE BODY, DWELLS ALONE, IT WOULD BE WITHOUT SIN, NOR WOULD IT BECOME INVOLVED IN SINS. 
21. AUGUSTIN SAID: I SAY IT IS NOT SIN, IF IT BE NOT COMMITTED BY ONE'S OWN WILL; HENCE ALSO THERE IS REWARD, BECAUSE OF OUR OWN WILL WE DO RIGHT. OR IF HE WHO SINS UNWILLINGLY DESERVES PUNISHMENT, HE WHO UNWILLINGLY DOES WELL OUGHT TO DESERVE REWARD. BUT WHO DOUBTS THAT REWARD IS ONLY BESTOWED UPON HIM WHO DOES SOMETHING OF GOOD WILL? FROM WHICH WE KNOW THAT PUNISHMENT ALSO IS INFLICTED UPON HIM WHO DOES SOMETHING OF ILL WILL. BUT SINCE YOU RECALL ME TO PRIMORDIAL NATURES AND SUBSTANCES, MY FAITH IS THAT GOD ALMIGHTY--WHICH MUST ESPECIALLY BE ATTENDED TO AND FIXED IN THE MIND--THAT GOD ALMIGHTY HAS MADE GOOD THINGS. BUT THE THINGS MADE BY HIM CANNOT BE SUCH AS IS HE WHO MADE THEM. FOR IT IS UNJUST AND FOOLISH TO BELIEVE THAT WORKS ARE EQUAL TO THE WORKMAN, THINGS MADE TO THE MAKER. WHEREFORE IF IT IS REVERENTIAL TO BELIEVE THAT GOD MADE ALL GOOD THINGS, THAN WHICH NEVERTHELESS HE IS BY FAR MORE EXCELLENT AND BY FAR MORE PRE-EMINENT; THE ORIGIN AND HEAD OF EVIL IS SIN, AS THE APOSTLE SAID: "COVETOUSNESS IS THE ROOT OF ALL EVILS; WHICH SOME FOLLOWING AFTER HAVE MADE SHIPWRECK OF THE FAITH, AND HAVE PIERCED THEMSELVES THROUGH WITH MANY SORROWS."(1) FOR IF YOU SEEK THE ROOT OF ALL EVILS, YOU HAVE THE APOSTLE SAYING THAT COVETOUSNESS IS THE ROOT OF ALL EVILS. BUT THE ROOT OF A ROOT I CANNOT SEEK. OR IF THERE IS ANOTHER EVIL, WHOSE ROOT COVETOUSNESS IS NOT, COVETOUSNESS WILL NOT BE THE ROOT OF ALL EVILS. BUT IF IT IS TRUE THAT COVETOUSNESS IS THE ROOT OF ALL EVILS, IN VAIN DO WE SEEK SOME OTHER KIND OF EVIL. BUT AS REGARDS THAT CONTRARY NATURE OF YOURS WHICH YOU INTRODUCE, SINCE I HAVE RESPONDED TO YOUR OBJECTIONS, I ASK THAT YOU DEIGN TO TELL ME WHETHER IT IS WHOLLY EVIL, WHETHER THERE CAN BE NO SIN APART FROM IT, WHETHER BY THIS ALONE PUNISHMENT IS DESERVED, NOT BY THE SOUL BY WHICH NO SIN HAS BEEN COMMITTED. BUT IF YOU SAY THAT THIS CONTRARY NATURE ALONE DESERVES PUNISHMENT, AND NOT THE SOUL, I ASK TO WHICH IS REPENTANCE, WHICH IS COMMANDED, VOUCHSAFED. IF THE SOUL IS COMMANDED TO REPENT, SIN IS FROM THE SOUL, AND THE SOUL HAS SINNED VOLUNTARILY. FOR IF THE SOUL IS COMPELLED TO DO EVIL, THAT WHICH IT DOES IS NOT EVIL. IS IT NOT FOOLISH AND MOST ABSURD TO SAY THAT THE RACE OF DARKNESS HAS SINNED AND THAT I, REPENT OF THE SINS, IS IT NOT MOST ABSURD TO SAY THAT THE RACE OF DARKNESS HAS SINNED AND THAT FORGIVENESS OF SINS IS VOUCHSAFED TO ME, WHO ACCORDING TO YOUR FAITH MAY WELL SAY: WHAT HAVE I DONE? WHAT HAVE I COMMITTED? I WAS WITH THEE, I WAS IN A STATE OF INTEGRITY, I WAS CONTAMINATED WITH NO POLLUTION. THOU DIDST SEND ME HITHER, THOU, DIDST SUFFER NECESSITY, THOU, DIDST PROTECT THY DOMAINS WHEN GREAT POLLUTION AND DESOLATION THREATENED THEM. SINCE THEREFORE THOU KNOW THE NECESSITY BY WHICH I HAVE BEEN HERE OPPRESSED, BY REASON OF WHICH I COULD NOT BREATHE, WHICH I COULD NOT RESIST; WHY DOST THOU ACCUSE ME AS IF SINNING? OR WHY DOST THOU PROMISE FORGIVENESS OF SINS? REPLY TO THIS WITHOUT EVASION, IF YOU PLEASE, AS I HAVE REPLIED TO YOU. 
FORTUNATUS SAID: WE SAY THIS, THAT THE SOUL IS COMPELLED BY CONTRARY NATURE TO TRANSGRESS, FOR WHICH TRANSGRESSION YOU MAINTAIN THERE IS NO ROOT SAVE THE EVIL THAT DWELLS IN US; FOR IT IS CERTAIN THAT APART FROM OUR BODIES EVIL THINGS DWELL IN THE WHOLE WORLD. FOR NOT THOSE THINGS ALONE THAT WE HAVE IN OUR BODIES, DWELL IN THE WHOLE WORLD, AND ARE KNOWN BY THEIR NAMES AS GOOD; AN EVIL ROOT ALSO INHERES. FOR YOUR DIGNITY SAID THAT THIS COVETOUSNESS THAT DWELLS IN OUR BODIES IS THE ROOT OF EVILS; SINCE THEREFORE THERE IS NO DESIRE OF EVIL OUT OF OUR BODIES, FROM THAT SOURCE CONTRARY NATURE DWELLS IN THE WHOLE WORLD. FOR THE APOSTLE DESIGNATED THAT, NAMELY COVETOUSNESS, AS THE ROOT OF EVILS, NOT ONE EVIL WHICH YOU HAVE CALLED THE ROOT OF ALL EVILS. BUT NOT IN ONE MANNER IS COVETOUSNESS, WHICH YOU HAVE SAID IS THE ROOT OF ALL EVILS, UNDERSTOOD, AS IF OF THAT WHICH DWELLS IN OUR BODIES ALONE; FOR IT IS CERTAIN THAT THIS EVIL WHICH DWELLS IN US DESCENDS FROM AN EVIL AUTHOR AND THAT THIS ROOT AS YOU CALL IT IS A SMALL PORTION OF EVIL, SO THAT IT IS NOT THE ROOT ITSELF, BUT IS A SMALL PORTION OF EVIL, OF THAT EVIL WHICH DWELLS EVERYWHERE. WHICH ROOT AND TREE OUR LORD CALLED EVIL, AS NEVER BEARING GOOD FRUIT, WHICH HIS FATHER DID NOT PLANT, AND WHICH IS DESERVEDLY ROOTED UP AND CAST INTO THE FIRE.(2) FOR AS YOU SAY, THAT SIN OUGHT TO BE IMPUTED TO THE CONTRARY NATURE, THAT NATURE BELONGS TO EVIL; AND THAT THIS IS SIN OF THE SOUL, IF AFTER THE WARNING OF OUR SAVIOR AND HIS WHOLESOME INSTRUCTION, THE SOUL SHALL HAVE SEGREGATED ITSELF FROM ITS CONTRARY AND HOSTILE RACE, ADORNING ITSELF ALSO WITH PURER THINGS; THAT OTHERWISE IT CANNOT BE RESTORED TO ITS OWN SUBSTANCE. FOR IT IS SAID: "IF I HAD NOT COME AND SPOKEN UNTO THEM, THEY HAD NOT HAD SIN. BUT NOW THAT I HAVE COME AND SPOKEN, AND THEY HAVE REFUSED TO BELIEVE ME, THEY SHALL HAVE NO EXCUSE FOR THEIR SIN." (1) WHENCE IT IS PERFECTLY PLAIN, THAT REPENTANCE HAS BEEN GIVEN AFTER THE SAVIOR'S ADVENT, AND AFTER THIS KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS, BY WHICH THE SOUL CAN, AS IF WASHED IN A DIVINE FOUNTAIN FROM THE FILTH AND VICES AS WELL OF THE WHOLE WORLD AS OF THE BODIES IN WHICH THE SAME SOUL DWELLS, BE RESTORED TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD WHENCE IT HAS GONE FORTH. FOR IT IS SAID BY THE APOSTLE, THAT "THE MIND OF THE FLESH IS HOSTILE TO GOD; IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE LAW OF GOD, NEITHER INDEED CAN BE." THEREFORE, IT IS EVIDENT FROM THESE THINGS THAT THE GOOD SOUL SEEMS TO SIN NOT VOLUNTARILY, BUT BY THE DOING OF THAT WHICH IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE LAW OF GOD. FOR IT LIKEWISE FOLLOWS THAT "THE FLESH LUSTS AGAINST THE SPIRIT AND THE SPIRIT AGAINST THE FLESH; SO THAT YE MAY NOT DO THE THINGS THAT YE WILL." (3) AGAIN: "I SEE ANOTHER LAW IN MY MEMBERS, WARRING AGAINST THE LAW OF MY MIND AND LEADING ME CAPTIVE IN THE LAW OF SIN AND OF DEATH. THEREFORE, I AM A MISERABLE MAN; WHO SHALL DELIVER ME FROM THE BODY OF THIS DEATH, UNLESS IT BE THE GRACE OF GOD THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST," (4) "THROUGH WHOM THE WORLD HAS BEEN CRUCIFIED TO ME AND I TO THE WORLD?" (5) 
22. AUGUSTIN SAID: I RECOGNIZE AND EMBRACE THE TESTIMONIES OF THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES, AND I WILL SHOW IN A FEW WORDS, AS GOD MAY DEIGN TO GRANT, HOW THEY ARE CONSISTENT WITH MY FAITH. I SAY THAT THERE WAS FREE EXERCISE OF WILL IN THAT MAN WHO WAS FIRST FORMED. HE WAS SO MADE THAT ABSOLUTELY NOTHING COULD RESIST HIS WILL, IF HE HAD WILLED TO KEEP THE PRECEPTS OF GOD. BUT AFTER HE VOLUNTARILY SINNED, WE WHO HAVE DESCENDED FROM HIS STOCK WERE PLUNGED INTO NECESSITY. BUT EACH ONE OF US CAN BY A LITTLE CONSIDERATION FIND THAT WHAT I SAY IS TRUE. FOR TODAY IN OUR ACTIONS BEFORE WE ARE IMPLICATED BY ANY HABIT, WE HAVE FREE CHOICE OF DOING ANYTHING OR NOT DOING IT. BUT WHEN BY THAT LIBERTY WE HAVE DONE SOMETHING AND THE PERNICIOUS SWEETNESS AND PLEASURE OF THAT DEED HAS TAKEN HOLD UPON THE MIND, BY ITS OWN HABIT THE MIND IS SO IMPLICATED THAT AFTERWARDS IT CANNOT CONQUER WHAT BY SINNING IT HAS FASHIONED FOR ITSELF. WE SEE MANY WHO DO NOT WISH TO SWEAR, BUT BECAUSE THE TONGUE HAS ALREADY BECOME HABITUATED, THEY ARE NOT ABLE TO PREVENT THOSE THINGS FROM GOING FORTH FROM THE MOUTH WHICH WE CANNOT BUT ASCRIBE TO THE ROOT OF EVIL. FOR THAT I MAY DISCUSS WITH YOU THOSE WORDS, WHICH AS THEY DO NOT WITHDRAW FROM YOUR MOUTH SO MAY THEY BE UNDERSTOOD BY YOUR HEART: YOU SWEAR BY THE PARACLETE. IF THEREFORE YOU WISH TO FIND OUT EXPERIMENTALLY WHETHER WHAT I SAY IS TRUE, DETERMINE NOT TO SWEAR. YOU WILL SEE, THAT THAT HABIT IS BORNE ALONG AS IT HAS BECOME ACCUSTOMED TO BE. AND THIS IS WHAT WARS AGAINST THE SOUL, HABIT FORMED IN THE FLESH. THIS IS INDEED THE MIND OF THE FLESH, WHICH, AS LONG AS IT CANNOT THUS BE SUBJECT TO THE LAW OF GOD, SO LONG IS IT THE MIND OF THE FLESH; BUT WHEN THE SOUL HAS BEEN ILLUMINATED IT CEASES TO BE THE MIND OF THE FLESH. FOR THUS IT IS SAID THE MIND OF THE FLESH CANNOT BE SUBJECT TO THE LAW OF GOD, JUST AS IF IT WERE SAID, THAT SNOW CANNOT BE WARM. FAR SO LONG AS IT IS SNOW, IT CAN IN NO WAY BE WARM. BUT AS THE SNOW IS MELTED BY HEAT, SO THAT IT MAY BECOME WARM, SO THE MIND OF THE FLESH, THAT IS, HABIT FORMED WITH THE FLESH, WHEN OUR MIND HAS BECOME ILLUMINATED, THAT IS, WHEN GOD HAS SUBJECTED FOR HIMSELF THE WHOLE MAN TO THE CHOICE OF THE DIVINE LAW, INSTEAD OF THE EVIL HABIT OF THE SOUL, MAKES A GOOD HABIT. ACCORDINGLY, IT IS MOST TRULY SAID BY THE LORD OF THE TWO TREES, THE ONE GOOD AND THE OTHER EVIL, WHICH YOU HAVE CALLED TO MIND, THAT THEY HAVE THEIR OWN FRUITS; THAT IS, NEITHER CAN THE GOOD TREE YIELD EVIL FRUIT, NOR THE EVIL TREE GOOD FRUIT, BUT SO LONG AS IT IS EVIL. LET US TAKE TWO MEN, A GOOD AND A BAD. AS LONG AS HE IS GOOD, HE CANNOT YIELD EVIL FRUIT; AS LONG AS HE, IS BAD, HE CANNOT YIELD GOOD FRUIT. BUT THAT YOU MAY KNOW THAT THOSE TWO TREES ARE SO PLACED BY THE LORD, THAT FREE CHOICE MAY BE THERE SIGNIFIED, THAT THESE TWO TREES ARE NOT NATURES BUT OUR WILLS, HE HIMSELF SAYS IN THE GOSPEL: "EITHER MAKE THE TREE GOOD, OR MAKE THE TREE EVIL." (6) WHO IS IT THAT CAN MAKE NATURE? IF THEREFORE WE ARE COMMANDED TO MAKE A TREE EITHER GOOD OR EVIL, IT IS OURS TO CHOOSE WHAT WE WILL. THEREFORE, CONCERNING THAT SIN OF MAN AND CONCERNING THAT HABIT OF SOUL FORMED WITH THE FLESH THE APOSTLE SAYS: "LET NO ONE SEDUCE YOU;" (7) "EVERY CREATURE THAT HAS BEEN MADE BY GOD IS GOOD.'' (8) THE SAME APOSTLE WHOM YOU ALSO HAVE CITED SAYS: "AS THROUGH THE DISOBEDIENCE OF THE ONE THE MANY WERE CONSTITUTED SINNERS; SO ALSO, THROUGH THE OBEDIENCE OF THE ONE THE MANY ARE CONSTITUTED RIGHTEOUS." (9) "SINCE THROUGH MAN IS DEATH, THROUGH MAN ALSO IS RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD." AS LONG THEREFORE AS WE BEAR THE IMAGE OF THE EARTHLY MAN, (10) THAT IS, AS LONG AS WE LIVE ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, WHICH IS ALSO CALLED THE OLD MAN, WE HAVE THE NECESSITY OF OUR HABIT, SO THAT WE MAY NOT DO WHAT WE WILL. BUT WHEN THE GRACE OF GOD HAS BREATHED THE DIVINE LOVE INTO US AND HAS MADE US SUBJECT TO HIS WILL, TO US IT IS SAID: "YE ARE CALLED FOR FREEDOM," (1) AND "THE GRACE OF GOD HAS MADE ME FREE FROM THE LAW OF SIN AND OF DEATH." (2) BUT THE LAW OF SIN IS THAT WHOEVER HAS SINNED SHALL DIE. FROM THIS LAW WE ARE FREED WHEN WE HAVE BEGUN TO BE RIGHTEOUS. THE LAW OF DEATH IS THAT BY WHICH IT WAS SAID TO MAN: "EARTH THOU ART AND INTO EARTH THOU SHALT GO." (3) FOR FROM THIS VERY FACT WE ARE ALL SO BORN, BECAUSE WE ARE EARTH, AND FROM THE FACT THAT WE ARE ALL SO BORN BECAUSE WE ARE EARTH, WE SHALL ALL GO INTO EARTH ON ACCOUNT OF THE DESERT OF THE SINS OF THE FIRST MAN. BUT ON ACCOUNT OF THE GRACE OF GOD, WHICH FREES US FROM THE LAW OF SIN AND OF DEATH, HAVING BEEN CONVERTED TO RIGHTEOUSNESS WE ARE FREED; SO THAT AFTERWARDS THIS SAME FLESH TORTURES US WITH ITS PUNISHMENT SO LONG AS WE REMAIN IN SINS, IS SUBJECTED TO US IN RESURRECTION, AND SHAKES US BY NO ADVERSITY FROM KEEPING THE LAW OF GOD AND HIS PRECEPTS. WHENCE, SINCE I HAVE REPLIED TO YOUR QUESTIONS, DEIGN TO REPLY AS I DESIRE, HOW IT CAN HAPPEN, THAT IF NATURE IS CONTRARY TO GOD, SIN SHOULD BE IMPUTED TO US, WHO WERE SENT INTO THAT NATURE NOT VOLUNTARILY, BUT BY GOD HIMSELF, WHOM NOTHING COULD INJURE? 
FORTUNATUS SAID: JUST AS ALSO THE LORD SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES: BEHOLD I SEND YOU AS SHEEP IN THE MIDST OF WOLVES."(4) HENCE IT MUST BE KNOWN THAT NOT WITH HOSTILE INTENT DID OUR SAVIOR SEND FORTH HIS LAMBS, THAT IS HIS DISCIPLES, INTO THE MIDST OF WOLVES, UNLESS THERE HAD BEEN SOME CONTRARIETY, WHICH HE WOULD INDICATE BY THE SIMILITUDE OF WOLVES, WHERE ALSO HE HAD SENT HIS DISCIPLES; THAT THE SOULS WHICH PERCHANCE MIGHT BE DECEIVED IN THE MIDST OF WOLVES MIGHT BE RECALLED TO THEIR PROPER SUBSTANCE. HENCE ALSO MAY APPEAR THE ANTIQUITY OF OUR TIMES TO WHICH WE RETURN, AND OF OUR YEARS, THAT BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD SOULS WERE SENT IN THIS WAY AGAINST THE CONTRARY NATURE, THAT SUBJECTING THE SAME BY THEIR PASSION, VICTORY MIGHT BE RESTORED TO GOD. FOR THE SAME APOSTLE SAID, THAT NOT ONLY THERE SHOULD BE A STRUGGLE AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD, BUT ALSO AGAINST PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS, AND THE SPIRITUAL THINGS OF WICKEDNESS, AND THE DOMINATION OF DARKNESS."(5) IF THEREFORE IN BOTH PLACES EVILS DWELL AND ARE ESTEEMED WICKEDNESSES, NOT ONLY NOW IS EVIL IN OUR BODIES, BUT IN THE WHOLE WORLD, WHERE SOULS APPEAR TO DWELL, WHICH DWELL BENEATH YONDER HEAVEN AND ARE FETTERED. 
23. AUGUSTIN SAID: THE LORD SENT HIS LAMBS INTO THE MIDST OF WOLVES, THAT IS, JUST MEN INTO THE MIDST OF SINNERS FOR THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL RECEIVED IN THE TIME OF MAN FROM THE INESTIMABLE DIVINE WISDOM, THAT HE MIGHT CALL US FROM SIN TO RIGHTEOUSNESS. BUT WHAT THE APOSTLE SAYS, THAT OUR STRUGGLE IS NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD, BUT AGAINST PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS, AND THE OTHER THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN QUOTED, THIS SIGNIFIES THAT THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS, AS ALSO WE, HAVE FALLEN AND LAPSED BY SIN, AND HAVE SECURED POSSESSION OF EARTHLY THINGS, THAT IS, SINFUL MEN, WHO, AS LONG AS WE ARE SINNERS, ARE UNDER THEIR YOKE, JUST AS WHEN WE SHALL BE RIGHTEOUS, WE SHALL BE UNDER THE YOKE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND AGAINST THEM WE HAVE A STRUGGLE, THAT PASSING OVER TO RIGHTEOUSNESS WE MAY BE FREED FROM THEIR DOMINION. DO YOU ALSO THEREFORE DEIGN TO REPLY TO THE ONE QUESTION THAT I ASK: COULD GOD SUFFER INJURY, OR NOT? BUT I ASK YOU TO REPLY: HE COULD NOT. 
FORTUNATUS SAID: HE COULD NOT SUFFER INJURY. 24. AUGUSTIN SAID: WHEREFORE THEN DID HE SEND US HITHER, ACCORDING TO YOUR FAITH? 
FORTUNATUS SAID: MY PROFESSION IS THIS, THAT GOD COULD NOT BE INJURED, AND THAT HE DIRECTED US HITHER. BUT SINCE THIS IS CONTRARY TO YOUR VIEW, DO YOU TELL HOW YOU ACCOUNT FOR THE SOUL BEING HERE, WHICH OUR GOD DESIRES TO LIBERATE BOTH BY HIS COMMANDMENTS AND BY HIS OWN SON WHOM HE HAS SENT. 
25. AUGUSTIN SAID: SINCE I SEE THAT YOU CANNOT ANSWER MY INQUIRIES, AND WISH TO ASK ME SOMETHING, BEHOLD I SATISFY YOU, PROVIDED ONLY THAT YOU BEAR IN MIND THAT YOU HAVE NOT REPLIED TO MY QUESTION. WHY THE SOUL IS HERE IN THIS WORLD INVOLVED IN MISERIES HAS BEEN EXPLAINED BY ME NOT JUST NOW, BUT AGAIN AND AGAIN A LITTLE WHILE AGO. THE SOUL SINNED, AND THEREFORE IS MISERABLE. IT ACCEPTED FREE CHOICE, USED FREE CHOICE, AS IT WILLED; IT FELL, WAS CAST OUT FROM BLESSEDNESS, WAS IMPLICATED IN MISERIES. AS BEARING UPON THIS I RECITED TO YOU THE TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLE WHO SAYS: "AS THROUGH ONE MAN DEATH, SO ALSO THROUGH ONE MAN CAME THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD." WHAT MORE DO YOU ASK? HENCE DO YOU REPLY, WHEREFORE DID HE, WHO COULD NOT SUFFER INJURY, SEND US HITHER? 
FORTUNATUS SAID: THE CAUSE MUST BE SOUGHT, WHY THE SOUL CAME HITHER, OR WHEREFORE GOD DESIRES HENCE TO LIBERATE THE SOUL THAT LIVES IN THE MIDST OF EVILS? 
26. AUGUSTIN SAID: THIS CAUSE, I ASK OF YOU, THAT IS, IF GOD COULD NOT SUFFER INJURY, WHEREFORE HE SENT US HITHER? 
FORTUNATUS SAID: IT IS INQUIRED OF US, IF EVIL CANNOT INJURE GOD, WHEREFORE THE SOUL WAS SENT HITHER, OR FOR WHAT REASON WAS IT MINGLED WITH THE WORLD? WHICH IS MANIFEST IN WHAT THE APOSTLE SAYS: "SHALL THE THING FORMED SAY TO HIM THAT FORMED IT, WHY HAST THOU FORMED ME THUS?"(1) IF THEREFORE THIS CAUSE MUST BE PLEADED, HE MUST BE ASKED, WHY HE SENT THE SOUL, NO NECESSITY COMPELLING HIM. BUT IF THERE WAS NECESSITY FOR SENDING THE SOUL, OF RIGHT IS THERE ALSO THE WILL OF LIBERATING IT. 27. AUGUSTIN SAID: THEN GOD IS PRESSED BY NECESSITY, IS HE? 
FORTUNATUS SAID: NOW THIS IS IT. DO NOT SEEK TO BRING ODIUM UPON WHAT HAS BEEN SAID BECAUSE WE DO NOT MAKE GOD SUBJECT TO NECESSITY, BUT TO HAVE VOLUNTARILY SENT THE SOUL. 
28. AUGUSTIN SAID: RECALL WHAT WAS SAID ABOVE. AND IT RUNS: "BUT IF THERE WAS NECESSITY FOR SENDING THE SOUL, OF RIGHT IS THERE ALSO THE WILL OF LIBERATING IT. AUGUSTIN SAID: WE HAVE HEARD: BUT IF THERE WAS NECESSITY FOR SENDING THE SOUL, OF RIGHT IS THERE ALSO THE WILL OF LIBERATING IT." YOU, THEREFORE, SAID THAT THERE WAS NECESSITY FOR SENDING THE SOUL. BUT IF YOU ONLY WISH TO SAY "A WILL TO SEND," I ADD THIS ALSO: HE WHO COULD SUFFER NO INJURY, HAD THE CRUEL WILL TO SEND THE SOUL TO SO GREAT MISERIES. BECAUSE I SPEAK FOR THE SAKE OF REFUTING THIS STATEMENT, I ASK PARDON FROM THE MERCY OF THAT ONE IN WHOM WE HAVE HOPE OF LIBERATION FROM ALL THE ERRORS OF HERETICS. 
FORTUNATUS SAID: YOU ASSEVERATE THAT WE SAY THAT GOD IS CRUEL IN SENDING THE SOUL, BUT THAT GOD MADE MAN, BREATHED INTO HIM A SOUL WHICH ASSUREDLY HE FOREKNEW TO BE INVOLVED IN FUTURE MISERY, AND NOT TO BE ABLE BY REASON OF EVILS TO BE RESTORED TO ITS INHERITANCE. THIS BELONGS EITHER TO ONE WHO IS IGNORANT, OR WHO GIVES THE SOUL UP TO THESE AFORESAID EVILS. THIS I HAVE CITED BECAUSE YOU SAID NOT LONG SINCE, THAT GOD ADOPTED THE SOUL, NOT THAT IT IS FROM HIM; FOR TO ADOPT IS A DIFFERENT MATTER. 
29. AUGUSTIN SAID: CONCERNING ADOPTION I REMEMBER THAT I SPOKE SOME DAYS AGO ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLE, WHO SAYS THAT WE HAVE BEEN CALLED INTO THE ADOPTION OF SONS.(2) THIS WAS NOT MY REPLY, THEREFORE, BUT THE APOSTLE'S, CONCERNING WHICH THING, THAT IS, THAT ADOPTION, WE MAY INQUIRE, IF WE PLEASE, IN ITS OWN TIME; AND CONCERNING THAT I WILL REPLY WITHOUT DELAY, WHEN YOU SHALL HAVE ANSWERED MY OBJECTIONS. 
FORTUNATUS SAID: I SAY THAT THERE WAS A GOING FORTH OF THE SOUL AGAINST A CONTRARY NATURE, WHICH NATURE COULD NOT INJURE GOD. 
30. AUGUSTIN SAID: WHAT NEED WAS THERE FOR THAT GOING FORTH, WHEN GOD WHOM NOTHING COULD INJURE HAD NOTHING TO PROTECT? 
FORTUNATUS SAID: DO YOU CONSCIENTIOUSLY HOLD THAT CHRIST CAME FROM GOD? 31. AUGUSTIN SAID: AGAIN, YOU ARE QUESTIONING ME. REPLY TO MY INQUIRIES. 
FORTUNATUS SAID: SO, I HAVE RECEIVED IN FAITH, THAT BY THE WILL OF GOD HE CAME HITHER. 32. AUGUSTIN SAID: AND I SAY: WHY DID GOD, OMNIPOTENT, INVIOLABLE, IMMUTABLE, WHOM NOTHING COULD INJURES SEND HITHER THE SOUL, TO MISERIES, TO ERROR, TO THOSE THINGS THAT WE SUFFER? 
FORTUNATUS SAID: FOR IT HAS BEEN SAID: "I HAVE POWER TO LAY DOWN MY SOUL AND I HAVE POWER TO TAKE IT AGAIN."(3) NOW HE SAID THAT BY THE WILL OF GOD THE SOUL WENT FORTH. 
33. AUGUSTIN SAID: I ASK FOR THE REASON WHY GOD, WHEN HE CAN IN NO WAY SUFFER INJURY, SENT THE SOUL HITHER? 
FORTUNATUS SAID: WE HAVE ALREADY SAID THAT GOD CAN IN NO WAY SUFFER INJURY, AND WE HAVE SAID THAT THE SOUL IS IN A CONTRARY NATURE, THEREFORE THAT IT IMPOSES A LIMIT ON THE CONTRARY NATURE. THE RESTRAINT HAVING BEEN IMPOSED ON THE CONTRARY NATURE, GOD TAKES THE SAME. FOR HE HIMSELF SAID, "I HAVE POWER TO LAY DOWN MY SOUL AND POWER TO TAKE IT." THE FATHER GAVE TO ME THE POWER OF LAYING DOWN MY SOUL, AND OF TAKING IT. TO WHAT SOUL, THEREFORE, DID GOD WHO SPOKE IN THE SON REFER? EVIDENTLY OUR SOUL, WHICH IS HELD IN THESE BODIES, WHICH CAME OF HIS WILL, AND OF HIS WILL IS AGAIN TAKEN UP. 
34. AUGUSTIN SAID: WHY OUR LORD SAID: "I HAVE POWER TO LAY DOWN MY SOUL AND POWER TO TAKE IT," IS KNOWN TO ALL; BECAUSE HE WAS ABOUT TO SUFFER AND TO RISE AGAIN. BUT I ASK OF YOU AGAIN AND AGAIN, IF GOD COULD IN NO WAY SUFFER INJURY, WHY DID HE SEND SOULS HITHER? 
FORTUNATUS SAID: TO IMPOSE A LIMIT ON CONTRARY NATURE. 35. AUGUSTIN SAID: AND DID GOD OMNIPOTENT, MERCIFUL AND SUPREME, THAT HE MIGHT IMPOSE A RESTRAINT ON CONTRARY NATURE, WISH IT TO BE LIMITED SO THAT HE MIGHT MAKE US UNRESTRAINED? 
FORTUNATUS SAID: BUT SO, HE CALLS US BACK TO HIMSELF. 36. AUGUSTIN SAID: IF HE RECALLS TO HIMSELF FROM AN UNRESTRAINED STATE, IF FROM SIN, FROM ERROR, FROM MISERY, WHAT NEED WAS THERE FOR THE SOUL TO SUFFER SO GREAT EVILS THROUGH SO LONGS TIME TILL THE WORLD ENDS? SINCE GOD BY WHOM YOU SAY IT WAS SENT COULD IN NO WAY SUFFER INJURY. 
FORTUNATUS SAID: WHAT THEN AM I TO SAY? 37. AUGUSTIN SAID: I KNOW THAT YOU HAVE NOTHING TO SAY, AND THAT I, WHEN I WAS AMONG YOU, NEVER FOUND ANYTHING TO SAY ON THIS QUESTION, AND THAT I WAS THUS ADMONISHED FROM ON HIGH TO LEAVE THAT ERROR AND TO BE CONVERTED TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH OR RATHER TO RECALL IT, BY THE INDULGENCE OF HIM WHO DID NOT PERMIT ME TO INHERE FOREVER IN THIS FALLACY. BUT IF YOU CONFESS THAT YOU HAVE NOTHING TO REPLY, I WILL EXPOUND THE CATHOLIC FAITH TO ALL THOSE HEARING AND INVESTIGATING, SEEING THAT THEY ARE BELIEVERS, IF THEY PERMIT AND WISH. 
FORTUNATUS SAID: WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO MY PROFESSION I MIGHT SAY: WHEN I SHALL HAVE RECONSIDERED WITH MY SUPERIORS THE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN OPPOSED BY YOU, IF THEY FAIL TO RESPOND TO THIS QUESTION OF MINE, WHICH IS NOW IN LIKE MANNER PROPOSED TO ME BY YOU, IT WILL BE IN MY CONTEMPLATION (SINCE I DESIRE MY SOUL TO BE LIBERATED BY AN ASSURED FAITH) TO COME TO THE INVESTIGATION OF THIS THING THAT YOU HAVE PROPOSED TO ME AND THAT YOU PROMISE YOU WILL SHOW. AUGUSTIN SAID: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
AUGUSTIN: REPLY TO FAUSTUS THE MANICHAEAN [BOOKS 1-15]
REPLY TO FAUSTUS THE MANICHAEAN [CONTRA FAUSTUM MANICHAEUM.] A.D. 400.
WRITTEN ABOUT THE YEAR 400. [FAUSTUS WAS UNDOUBTEDLY THE ACUTEST, MOST DETERMINED AND MOST UNSCRUPULOUS OPPONENT OF ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY IN THE AGE OF AUGUSTIN. THE OCCASION OF AUGUSTIN'S GREAT WRITING AGAINST HIM WAS THE PUBLICATION OF FAUSTUS' ATTACK ON THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES, AND ON THE NEW TESTAMENT SO FAR AS IT WAS AT VARIANCE WITH MANICHAEAN ERROR. FAUSTUS SEEMS TO HAVE FOLLOWED IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ADIMANTUS, AGAINST WHOM AUGUSTIN HAD WRITTEN SOME YEARS BEFORE, BUT TO HAVE GONE CONSIDERABLY BEYOND ADIMANTUS IN THE RECKLESSNESS OF HIS STATEMENTS. THE INCARNATION OF CHRIST, INVOLVING HIS BIRTH FROM A WOMAN, IS ONE OF THE MAIN POINTS OF ATTACK. HE MAKES THE VARIATIONS IN THE GENEALOGICAL RECORDS OF THE GOSPELS A GROUND FOR REJECTING THE WHOLE AS SPURIOUS. HE SUPPOSED THE GOSPELS, IN THEIR PRESENT FORM, TO BE NOT THE WORKS OF THE APOSTLES, BUT RATHER OF LATER JUDAIZING FALSIFIERS. THE ENTIRE OLD TESTAMENT SYSTEM HE TREATS WITH THE UTMOST CONTEMPT, BLASPHEMING THE PATRIARCHS, MOSES, THE PROPHETS, ETC., ON THE GROUND OF THEIR PRIVATE LIVES AND THEIR TEACHINGS. MOST OF THE OBJECTIONS TO THE MORALITY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT THAT ARE NOW CURRENT WERE ALREADY FAMILIARLY USED IN THE TIME OF AUGUSTIN. AUGUSTIN'S ANSWERS ARE ONLY PARTIALLY SATISFACTORY, OWING TO HIS IMPERFECT VIEW OF THE RELATION OF THE OLD DISPENSATION TO THE NEW; BUT IN THE AGE IN WHICH THEY WERE WRITTEN THEY WERE DOUBTLESS VERY EFFECTIVE. THE WRITING IS INTERESTING FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF BIBLICAL CRITICISM, AS WELL AS FROM THAT OF POLEMICS AGAINST MANICHAEISM. A. H. N.] 
BOOK I.
WHO FAUSTUS WAS. FAUSTUS'S OBJECT IN WRITING THE POLEMICAL TREATISE THAT FORMS THEBASIS OF AUGUSTIN'S REPLY. AUGUSTIN'S REMARKS THEREON 
1. FAUSTUS WAS AN AFRICAN BY RACE, A CITIZEN OF MILEUM; HE WAS ELOQUENT AND CLEVER, BUT HAD ADOPTED THE SHOCKING TENETS OF THE MANICHAEAN HERESY. HE IS MENTIONED IN MY CONFESSIONS, (1) WHERE THERE IS AN ACCOUNT OF MY ACQUAINTANCE WITH HIM. THIS MAN PUBLISHED A CERTAIN VOLUME AGAINST THE TRUE CHRISTIAN FAITH AND THE CATHOLIC TRUTH. A COPY REACHED US, AND WAS READ BY THE BRETHREN, WHO CALLED FOR AN ANSWER FROM ME, AS PART OF THE SERVICE OF LOVE WHICH I OWE TO THEM. NOW, THEREFORE, IN THE NAME AND WITH THE HELP OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, I UNDERTAKE THE TASK, THAT ALL MY READERS MAY KNOW THAT ACUTENESS OF MIND AND ELEGANCE OF STYLE ARE OF NO USE TO A MAN UNLESS THE LORD DIRECTS HIS STEPS.(3) IN THE MYSTERIOUS EQUITY OF DIVINE MERCY, GOD OFTEN BESTOWS HIS HELP ON THE SLOW AND THE FEEBLE; WHILE FROM THE WANT OF THIS HELP, THE MOST ACUTE AND ELOQUENT RUN INTO ERROR ONLY WITH GREATER RAPIDITY AND WILLFULNESS. I WILL GIVE THE OPINIONS OF FAUSTUS AS IF STATED BY HIMSELF, AND MINE AS IF IN REPLY TO HIM. 
2. FAUSTUS SAID: AS THE LEARNED ADIMANTUS, THE ONLY TEACHER SINCE THE SAINTED MANICHAEUS DESERVING OF OUR ATTENTION, HAS PLENTIFULLY EXPOSED AND THOROUGHLY REFUTED THE ERRORS OF JUDAISM AND OF SEMI-CHRISTIANITY, I THINK IT NOT AMISS THAT YOU SHOULD BE SUPPLIED IN WRITING WITH BRIEF AND POINTED REPLIES TO THE CAPTIOUS OBJECTIONS OF OUR ADVERSARIES, THAT WHEN, LIKE CHILDREN OF THE WILY SERPENT, THEY TRY TO BEWILDER YOU WITH THEIR QUIBBLES, YOU MAY BE PREPARED TO GIVE INTELLIGENT ANSWERS. IN THIS WAY THEY WILL BE KEPT TO THE SUBJECT, INSTEAD OF WANDERING FROM ONE THING TO ANOTHER. AND I HAVE PLACED OUR OPINIONS AND THOSE OF OUR OPPONENT OVER AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, AS PLAINLY AND BRIEFLY AS POSSIBLE, SO AS NOT TO PERPLEX THE READER WITH A LONG AND INTRICATE DISCOURSE. 
3. AUGUSTIN REPLIES: YOU WARN AGAINST SEMI-CHRISTIANS, WHICH YOU SAY WE ARE; BUT WE WARN AGAINST PSEUDO-CHRISTIANS, WHICH WE HAVE SHOWN YOU TO BE. SEMI-CHRISTIANITY MAY BE IMPERFECT WITHOUT BEING FALSE. SO, THEN, IF THE FAITH OF THOSE WHOM YOU TRY TO MISLEAD IS IMPERFECT, WOULD IT NOT BE BETTER TO SUPPLY WHAT IS LACKING THAN TO ROB THEM OF WHAT THEY HAVE? IT WAS TO IMPERFECT CHRISTIANS THAT THE APOSTLE WROTE, "JOYING AND BEHOLDING YOUR CONVERSATION," AND "THE DEFICIENCY IN YOUR FAITH IN CHRIST."(1) THE APOSTLE HAD IN VIEW A SPIRITUAL STRUCTURE, AS HE SAYS ELSEWHERE, "YE ARE GOD'S BUILDING;"(2) AND IN THIS STRUCTURE HE FOUND BOTH A REASON FOR JOY AND A REASON FOR EXERTION. HE REJOICED TO SEE PART ALREADY FINISHED; AND THE NECESSITY OF BRINGING THE EDIFICE TO PERFECTION CALLED FOR EXERTION. IMPERFECT CHRISTIANS AS WE ARE, YOU PURSUE US WITH THE DESIRE TO PERVERT WHAT YOU CALL OUR SEMI-CHRISTIANITY BY FALSE DOCTRINE; WHILE EVEN THOSE WHO ARE SO DEFICIENT IN FAITH AS TO BE UNABLE TO REPLY TO ALL YOUR SOPHISMS, ARE WISE ENOUGH AT LEAST TO KNOW THAT THEY MUST NOT HAVE ANYTHING AT ALL TO DO WITH YOU. YOU LOOK FOR SEMI-CHRISTIANS TO DECEIVE: WE WISH TO PROVE YOU PSEUDO-CHRISTIANS, THAT CHRISTIANS MAY LEARN SOMETHING FROM YOUR REFUTATION, AND THAT THE LESS ADVANCED MAY LEARN TO AVOID YOU. DO YOU CALL US CHILDREN OF THE SERPENT? YOU HAVE SURELY FORGOTTEN HOW OFTEN YOU HAVE FOUND FAULT WITH THE PROHIBITION IN PARADISE, AND HAVE PRAISED THE SERPENT FOR OPENING ADAM'S EYES. YOU HAVE THE BETTER CLAIM TO THE TITLE WHICH YOU GIVE US. THE SERPENT OWNS YOU AS WELL WHEN YOU BLAME HIM AS WHEN YOU PRAISE HIM. 
BOOK II.
FAUSTUS CLAIMS TO BELIEVE THE GOSPEL, YET REFUSES TO ACCEPT THE GENEALOGICAL TABLES ON VARIOUS GROUNDS WHICH AUGUSTIN SEEKS TO SET ASIDE 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: DO I BELIEVE THE GOSPEL? CERTAINLY. DO I THEREFORE BELIEVE THAT CHRIST WAS BORN? CERTAINLY NOT. IT DOES NOT FOLLOW THAT BECAUSE I BELIEVE THE GOSPEL, AS I DO, I MUST THEREFORE BELIEVE THAT CHRIST WAS BORN. THIS I DO NOT BELIEVE; BECAUSE CHRIST DOES NOT SAY THAT HE WAS BORN OF MEN, AND THE GOSPEL, BOTH IN NAME AND IN FACT, BEGINS WITH CHRIST'S PREACHING. AS FOR THE GENEALOGY. THE AUTHOR HIMSELF DOES NOT VENTURE TO CALL IT THE GOSPEL. FOR WHAT DID HE WRITE? "THE BOOK OF THE GENERATION OF JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF DAVID.''(1) THE BOOK OF THE GENERATION IS NOT THE BOOK OF THE GOSPEL. IT IS MORE LIKE A BIRTH-REGISTER, THE STAR CONFIRMING THE EVENT. MARK, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHO RECORDED THE PREACHING OF THE SON OF GOD, WITHOUT ANY GENEALOGY, BEGINS MOST SUITABLY WITH THE WORDS, "THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD." IT IS PLAIN THAT THE GENEALOGY IS NOT THE GOSPEL. MATTHEW HIMSELF SAYS, THAT AFTER JOHN WAS PUT IN PRISON, JESUS BEGAN TO PREACH THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM; SO THAT WHAT IS MENTIONED BEFORE THIS IS THE GENEALOGY, AND NOT THE GOSPEL. WHY DID NOT MATTHEW BEGIN WITH, "THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD," BUT BECAUSE HE THOUGHT IT SINFUL TO CALL THE GENEALOGY THE GOSPEL? UNDERSTAND, THEN, WHAT YOU HAVE HITHERTO OVERLOOKED --THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE GENEALOGY AND THE GOSPEL. DO I THEN ADMIT THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL? YES; UNDERSTANDING BY THE GOSPEL THE PREACHING OF CHRIST. I HAVE PLENTY TO SAY ABOUT THE GENERATIONS TOO, IF YOU WISH. BUT YOU SEEM TO ME NOW TO WISH TO KNOW NOT WHETHER I ACCEPT THE GOSPEL, BUT WHETHER I ACCEPT THE GENERATIONS. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: WELL, IN ANSWER TO YOUR OWN QUESTIONS, YOU TELL US FIRST THAT YOU BELIEVE THE GOSPEL, AND NEXT, THAT YOU DO NOT BELIEVE IN THE BIRTH OF CHRIST; AND YOUR REASON IS, THAT THE BIRTH OF CHRIST IS NOT IN THE GOSPEL. WHAT, THEN, WILL YOU ANSWER THE APOSTLE WHEN HE SAYS, "REMEMBER THAT CHRIST JESUS ROSE FROM THE DEAD, OF THE SEED OF DAVID, ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL?"(1) YOU SURELY ARE IGNORANT, OR PRETEND TO BE IGNORANT, WHAT THE GOSPEL IS. YOU USE THE WORD, NOT AS THE APOSTLE TEACHES, BUT AS SUITS YOUR OWN ERRORS. WHAT THE APOSTLES CALL THE GOSPEL YOU DEPART FROM; FOR YOU DO NOT BELIEVE THAT CHRIST WAS OF THE SEED OF DAVID. THIS WAS PAUL'S GOSPEL; AND IT WAS ALSO THE GOSPEL OF THE OTHER APOSTLES, AND OF ALL FAITHFUL STEWARDS OF SO GREAT A MYSTERY. FOR PAUL SAYS ELSEWHERE, "WHETHER, THEREFORE, I OR THEY, SO WE PREACH, AND SO YE BELIEVED."(2) THEY DID NOT ALL WRITE THE GOSPEL, BUT THEY ALL PREACHED IT. THE NAME EVANGELIST IS PROPERLY GIVEN TO THE NARRATORS OF THE BIRTH, THE ACTIONS, THE WORDS, THE SUFFERINGS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. THE WORD GOSPEL MEANS GOOD NEWS, AND MIGHT BE USED OF ANY GOOD NEWS, BUT IS PROPERLY APPLIED TO THE NARRATIVE OF THE SAVIOUR. IF, THEN, YOU TEACH SOMETHING DIFFERENT, YOU MUST HAVE DEPARTED FROM THE GOSPEL. ASSUREDLY THOSE BABES WHOM YOU DESPISE AS SEMI-CHRISTIANS WILL OPPOSE YOU, WHEN THEY HEAR THEIR MOTHER CHARITY DECLARING BY THE MOUTH OF THE APOSTLE, "IF ANY ONE PREACH ANOTHER GOSPEL THAN THAT WHICH WE HAVE PREACHED TO YOU, LET HIM BE ACCURSED."(3) SINCE, THEN, PAUL, ACCORDING TO HIS GOSPEL, PREACHED THAT CHRIST WAS OF THE SEED OF DAVID, AND YOU DENY THIS AND PREACH SOMETHING ELSE, MAY YOU BE ACCURSED! AND WHAT CAN YOU MEAN BY SAYING THAT CHRIST NEVER DECLARES HIMSELF TO HAVE BEEN BORN OF MEN, WHEN ON EVERY OCCASION HE CALLS HIMSELF THE SON OF MAN? 
3. YOU LEARNED MEN, FORSOOTH, DRESS UP FOR OUR BENEFIT SOME WONDERFUL FIRST MAN, WHO CAME DOWN FROM THE RACE OF LIGHT TO WAR WITH THE RACE OF DARKNESS, ARMED WITH HIS WATERS AGAINST THE WATERS OF THE ENEMY, AND WITH HIS FIRE AGAINST THEIR FIRE, AND WITH HIS WINDS AGAINST THEIR WINDS. AND WHY NOT WITH HIS SMOKE AGAINST THEIR SMOKE, AND WITH HIS DARKNESS AGAINST THEIR DARKNESS? ACCORDING TO YOU, HE WAS ARMED AGAINST SMOKE WITH AIR, AND AGAINST DARKNESS WITH LIGHT. SO, IT APPEARS THAT SMOKE AND DARKNESS ARE BAD, SINCE THEY COULD NOT BELONG TO HIS GOODNESS. THE OTHER THREE, AGAIN--WATER, WIND, AND FIRE--ARE GOOD. HOW, THEN, COULD THESE BELONG TO THE EVIL OF THE ENEMY? YOU REPLY THAT THE WATER OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS WAS EVIL, WHILE THAT WHICH THE FIRST MAN BROUGHT WAS GOOD; ANTI SO, TOO, HIS GOOD WIND AND FIRE FOUGHT AGAINST THE EVIL WIND AND FIRE OF THE ADVERSARY. BUT WHY COULD HE NOT BRING GOOD SMOKE AGAINST EVIL SMOKE? YOUR FALSEHOODS SEEM TO VANISH IN SMOKE. WELL, YOUR FIRST MAN WARRED AGAINST AN OPPOSITE NATURE. AND YET ONLY ONE OF THE FIVE THINGS HE BROUGHT WAS THE OPPOSITE OF WHAT THE HOSTILE RACE HAD. THE LIGHT WAS OPPOSED TO THE DARKNESS, BUT THE FOUR OTHERS ARE NOT OPPOSED TO ONE ANOTHER. AIR IS NOT THE OPPOSITE OF SMOKE, AND STILL LESS IS WATER THE OPPOSITE OF WATER, OR WIND OF WIND, OR FIRE OF FIRE. 
4. ONE IS SHOCKED AT YOUR WILD FANCIES ABOUT THIS FIRST MAN CHANGING THE ELEMENTS WHICH HE BROUGHT, THAT HE MIGHT CONQUER HIS ENEMIES BY PLEASING THEM. SO, YOU MAKE WHAT YOU CALL THE KINGDOM OF FALSEHOOD KEEP HONESTLY TO ITS OWN NATURE, WHILE TRUTH IS CHANGEABLE IN ORDER TO DECEIVE. JESUS CHRIST, ACCORDING TO YOU, IS THE SON OF THIS FIRST MAN. TRUTH SPRINGS, FORSOOTH, FROM YOUR FICTION. YOU PRAISE THIS FIRST MAN FOR USING CHANGEABLE AND DELUSIVE FORMS IN THE CONTEST. IF YOU, THEN, SPEAK THE TRUTH, YOU DO NOT IMITATE HIM. IF YOU IMITATE HIM, YOU DECEIVE AS HE DID. BUT OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, THE TRUE AND TRUTHFUL SON OF GOD, THE TRUE AND TRUTHFUL SON OF MAN, BOTH OF WHICH HE TESTIFIES OF HIMSELF, DERIVED THE ETERNITY OF HIS GODHEAD FROM TRUE GOD, AND HIS INCARNATION FROM TRUE MAN. YOUR FIRST MAN IS NOT THE FIRST MAN OF THE APOSTLE. "THE FIRST MAN," HE SAYS, "WAS OF THE EARTH, EARTHY; THE SECOND MAN IS FROM HEAVEN, HEAVENLY. AS IS THE EARTHY, SUCH ARE THEY ALSO THAT ARE EARTHY; AS IS THE HEAVENLY, SUCH ARE THEY ALSO THAT ARE HEAVENLY. AS WE HAVE BORNE THE IMAGE OF THE EARTHY, LET US ALSO BEAR THE IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY."(4) THE FIRST MAN OF THE EARTH, EARTHY, IS ADAM, WHO WAS MADE OF DUST. THE SECOND MAN FROM HEAVEN, HEAVENLY, IS THE LORD JESUS CHRIST; FOR, BEING THE SON OF GOD, HE BECAME FLESH THAT HE MIGHT BE A MAN OUTWARDLY, WHILE HE REMAINED GOD WITHIN; THAT HE MIGHT BE BOTH THE TRUE SON OF GOD, BY WHOM WE WERE MADE, ANTI THE TRUE SON OF MAN, BY WHOM WE ARE MADE ANEW. WHY DO YOU CONJURE UP THIS FABULOUS FIRST MAN OF YOURS, AND REFUSE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE FIRST MAN OF THE APOSTLE? IS THIS NOT A FULFILLMENT OF WHAT THE APOSTLE SAYS: "TURNING AWAY THEIR EARS FROM THE TRUTH, THEY WILL GIVE HEED TO FABLES?"(5) ACCORDING TO PAUL, THE FIRST MAN IS OF THE EARTH, EARTHY; ACCORDING TO MANICHAEUS, HE IS NOT EARTHY, AND IS EQUIPPED WITH FIVE ELEMENTS OF SOME UNREAL, UNINTELLIGIBLE KIND. PAUL SAYS: "IF ANY ONE SHOULD HAVE ANNOUNCED TO YOU DIFFERENTLY FROM WHAT WE HAVE ANNOUNCED LET HIM BE ACCURSED." THEREFORE, LEST PAUL BE A LIAR, LET MANICHAEUS BE ACCURSED. 
5. AGAIN, YOU FIND FAULT WITH THE STAR BY WHICH THE MAGI WERE LED TO WORSHIP THE INFANT CHRIST, WHICH YOU SHOULD BE ASHAMED OF DOING, WHEN YON REPRESENT YOUR FABULOUS CHRIST, THE SON OF YOUR FABULOUS FIRST MAN NOT AS ANNOUNCED BY A STAR, BUT AS BOUND UP IN ALL THE STARS.(1) FOR YOU SAY THAT HE MINGLED WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF DARKNESS IN HIS CONFLICT WITH THE RACE OF DARKNESS, THAT BY CAPTURING THESE PRINCIPLES THE WORLD MIGHT BE MADE OUT OF THE MIXTURE. SO THAT, BY YOUR PROFANE FANCIES, CHRIST IS NOT ONLY MINGLED WITH HEAVEN AND ALL THE STARS, BUT CONJOINED AND COMPOUNDED WITH THE EARTH AND ALL ITS PRODUCTIONS, (2) A SAVIOR NO MORE, BUT NEEDING TO BE SAVED BY YOU, BY YOUR EATING AND DISGORGING HIM. THIS FOOLISH CUSTOM OF MAKING YOUR DISCIPLES BRING YOU FOOD, THAT YOUR TEETH AND STOMACH MAY BE THE MEANS OF RELIEVING CHRIST, WHO IS BOUND UP IN IT, IS A CONSEQUENCE OF YOUR PROFANE FANCIES. YOU DECLARE THAT CHRIST IS LIBERATED IN THIS WAY--NOT, HOWEVER, ENTIRELY; FOR YOU HOLD THAT SOME TINY PARTICLES OF NO VALUE STILL REMAIN IN THE EXCREMENT, TO BE MIXED UP AND COMPOUNDED AGAIN AND AGAIN IN VARIOUS MATERIAL FORMS, AND TO BE RELEASED AND PURIFIED AT ANY RATE BY THE FIRE IN WHICH THE WORLD WILL BE BURNED UP, IF NOT BEFORE. NAY, EVEN THEN, YOU SAY, CHRIST IS NOT ENTIRELY LIBERATED; BUT SOME EXTREME PARTICLES OF HIS GOOD AND DIVINE NATURE, WHICH HAVE BEEN SO DEFILED THAT THEY CANNOT BE CLEANSED, ARE CONDEMNED TO STAY FOR EVER IN THE HORRID MASS OF DARKNESS. AND THESE PEOPLE PRETEND TO BE OFFENDED WITH OUR SAYING THAT A STAR ANNOUNCED THE BIRTH OF THE SON OF GOD, AS IF THIS WERE PLACING HIS BIRTH UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF A CONSTELLATION; WHILE THEY SUBJECT HIM NOT TO STARS ONLY, BUT TO SUCH POLLUTING CONTACT WITH ALL MATERIAL THINGS, WITH THE JUICES OF ALL VEGETABLES, AND WITH THE DECAY OF ALL FLESH, AND WITH THE DECOMPOSITION OF ALL FOOD, IN WHICH HE IS BOUND UP, THAT THE ONLY WAY OF RELEASING HIM, AT LEAST ONE GREAT MEANS, IS THAT MEN, THAT IS THE ELECT OF THE MANICHAEANS, SHOULD SUCCEED IN DIGESTING THEIR DINNER. WE, TOO, DENY THE INFLUENCE OF THE STARS UPON THE BIRTH OF ANY MAN; FOR WE MAINTAIN THAT, BY THE JUST LAW OF GOD, THE FREE-WILL OF MAN, WHICH CHOOSES GOOD OR EVIL, IS UNDER NO CONSTRAINT OF NECESSITY. HOW MUCH LESS DO WE SUBJECT TO ANY CONSTELLATION THE INCARNATION OF THE ETERNAL CREATOR AND LORD OF ALL! WHEN CHRIST WAS BORN AFTER THE FLESH, THE STAR WHICH THE MAGI SAW HAD NO POWER AS GOVERNING, BUT ATTENDED AS A WITNESS. INSTEAD OF ASSUMING CONTROL OVER HIM, IT ACKNOWLEDGED HIM BY THE HOMAGE IT DID. BESIDES, THIS STAR WAS NOT ONE OF THOSE WHICH FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD CONTINUE IN THE COURSE ORDAINED BY THE CREATOR. ALONG WITH THE NEW BIRTH FROM THE VIRGIN APPEARED A NEW STAR, WHICH SERVED AS A GUIDE TO THE MAGI WHO WERE THEMSELVES SEEKING FOR CHRIST; FOR IT WENT BEFORE THEM TILL THEY REACHED THE PLACE WHERE THEY FOUND THE WORD OF GOD IN THE FORM OF A CHILD. BUT WHAT ASTROLOGER EVER THOUGHT OF MAKING A STAR LEAVE ITS COURSE, AND COME DOWN TO THE CHILD THAT IS BORN, AS THEY IMAGINE, UNDER IT? THEY THINK THAT THE STARS AFFECT THE BIRTH, NOT THAT THE BIRTH CHANGES THE COURSE OF THE STARS; SO, IF THE STAR IN THE GOSPEL WAS ONE OF THOSE HEAVENLY BODIES, HOW COULD IT DETERMINE CHRIST'S ACTION, WHEN IT WAS COMPELLED TO CHANGE ITS OWN ACTION AT CHRIST'S BIRTH? BUT IF, AS IS MORE LIKELY, A STAR WHICH DID NOT EXIST BEFORE APPEARED TO POINT OUT CHRIST, IT WAS THE EFFECT OF CHRIST'S BIRTH, AND NOT THE CAUSE OF IT. CHRIST WAS NOT BORN BECAUSE THE STAR WAS THERE; BUT THE STAR WAS THERE BECAUSE CHRIST WAS BORN. IF THERE WAS ANY FATE, IT WAS IN THE BIRTH, AND NOT IN THE STAR. THE WORD FATE IS DERIVED FROM A WORD WHICH MEANS TO SPEAK; AND SINCE CHRIST IS THE WORD OF GOD BY WHICH ALL THINGS WERE SPOKEN BEFORE THEY WERE, THE CONJUNCTION OF STARS IS NOT THE FATE OF CHRIST, BUT CHRIST IS THE FATE OF THE STARS. THE SAME WILL THAT MADE THE HEAVENS TOOK OUR EARTHLY NATURE. THE SAME POWER THAT RULED THE STARS LAID DOWN HIS LIFE AND TOOK IT AGAIN. 
6. WHY, THEN, SHOULD THE NARRATIVE OF THE BIRTH NOT BE THE GOSPEL, SINCE IT CONVEYS SUCH GOOD NEWS AS HEALS OUR MALADY? IS IT BECAUSE MATTHEW BEGINS, NOT LIKE MARK, WITH THE WORDS, "THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST," BUT, "THE BOOK OF THE GENERATION OF JESUS CHRIST?" IN THIS WAY, JOHN, TOO, MIGHT BE SAID NOT TO HAVE WRITTEN THE GOSPEL, FOR HE HAS NOT THE WORDS, BEGINNING, OF THE GOSPEL, OR BOOK OF THE GOSPEL, BUT, "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD." PERHAPS THE CLEVER WORD-MAKER FAUSTUS WILL CALL THE INTRODUCTION IN JOHN A VERBIDIUM, AS HE CALLED THAT IN MATTHEW A GENESIDIUM. THE WONDER IS, THAT YOU ARE SO IMPUDENT AS TO GIVE THE NAME OF GOSPEL TO YOUR SILLY STORIES. WHAT GOOD NEWS IS THERE IN TELLING US THAT, IN THE CONFLICT AGAINST SOME STRANGE HOSTILE NATION, GOD COULD PROTECT HIS OWN KINGDOM ONLY BY SENDING PART OF HIS OWN NATURE INTO THE GREEDY JAWS OF THE FORMER, AND TO BE SO DEFILED, THAT AFTER ALL THOSE TOILS AND TORTURES IT CANNOT ALL BE PURGED? IS THIS BAD NEWS THE GOSPEL? EVERY ONE WHO HAS EVEN A SLENDER KNOWLEDGE OF GREEK KNOWS THAT GOSPEL MEANS GOOD NEWS. BUT WHERE IS YOUR GOOD NEWS, WHEN YOUR GOD HIMSELF IS SAID TO WEEP AS UNDER ECLIPSE TILL THE DARKNESS AND DEFILEMENT ARE REMOVED FROM HIS MEMBERS? AND WHEN HE CEASES TO WEEP, IT SEEMS HE BECOMES CRUEL. FOR WHAT HAS THAT PART OF HIM WHICH IS TO BE INVOLVED IN THE MASS DONE TO DESERVE THIS CONDEMNATION? THIS PART MUST GO ON WEEPING FOR EVER. BUT NO; WHOEVER EXAMINES THIS NEWS WILL NOT WEEP BECAUSE IT IS BAD, BUT WILL LAUGH BECAUSE IT IS NOT TRUE. 
BOOK III.
FAUSTUS OBJECTS TO THE INCARNATION OF GOD ON THE GROUND THAT THE EVANGELISTS ARE AT VARIANCE WITH EACH OTHER, AND THAT INCARNATION IS UNSUITABLE TO DEITY. AUGUSTIN ATTEMPTS TO REMOVE THE CRITICAL AND THEOLOGICAL DIFFICULTIES 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: DO I BELIEVE IN THE INCARNATION? FOR MY PART, THIS IS THE VERY THING I LONG TRIED TO PERSUADE MYSELF OF, THAT GOD WAS BORN; BUT THE DISCREPANCY IN THE GENEALOGIES OF LUKE AND MATTHEW STUMBLED ME, AS I KNEW NOT WHICH TO FOLLOW. FOR I THOUGHT IT MIGHT HAPPEN THAT, FROM NOT BEING OMNISCIENT, I MIGHT TAKE THE TRUE FOR FALSE, AND THE FALSE FOR TRUE. SO, IN DESPAIR OF SETTLING THIS DISPUTE, I BETOOK MYSELF TO MARK AND JOHN, TWO AUTHORITIES STILL, AND EVANGELISTS AS MUCH AS THE OTHERS. I APPROVED WITH GOOD REASON OF THE BEGINNING OF MARK AND JOHN, FOR THEY HAVE NOTHING OF DAVID, OR MARY, OR JOSEPH. JOHN SAYS, "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD," MEANING CHRIST. MARK SAYS, "THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD," AS IF CORRECTING MATTHEW, WHO CALLS HIM THE SON OF DAVID. PERHAPS, HOWEVER, THE JESUS OF MATTHEW IS A DIFFERENT PERSON FROM THE JESUS OF MARK. THIS IS MY REASON FOR NOT BELIEVING IN THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. REMOVE THIS DIFFICULTY, IF YOU CAN, BY HARMONIZING THE ACCOUNTS, AND I AM READY TO YIELD. IN ANY CASE, HOWEVER, IT IS HARDLY CONSISTENT TO BELIEVE THAT GOD, THE GOD OF CHRISTIANS, WAS BORN FROM THE WOMB. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: HAD YOU READ THE GOSPEL WITH CARE, AND INQUIRED INTO THOSE PLACES WHERE YOU FOUND OPPOSITION, INSTEAD OF RASHLY CONDEMNING THEM, YOU WOULD HAVE SEEN THAT THE RECOGNITION OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE EVANGELISTS BY SO MANY LEARNED MEN ALL OVER THE WORLD, IN SPITE OF THIS MOST OBVIOUS DISCREPANCY, PROVES THAT THERE IS MORE IN IT THAN APPEARS AT FIRST SIGHT. ANY ONE CAN SEE, AS WELL AS YOU, THAT THE ANCESTORS OF CHRIST IN MATTHEW AND LUKE ARE DIFFERENT; WHILE JOSEPH APPEARS IN BOTH, AT THE END IN MATTHEW AND AT THE BEGINNING IN LUKE. JOSEPH, IT IS PLAIN, MIGHT BE CALLED THE FATHER OF CHRIST, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS BEING IN A CERTAIN SENSE THE HUSBAND OF THE MOTHER OF CHRIST; AND SO HIS NAME, AS THE MALE REPRESENTATIVE, APPEARS AT THE BEGINNING OR END OF THE GENEALOGIES. ANY ONE CAN SEE AS WELL AS YOU THAT JOSEPH HAS ONE FATHER IN MATTHEW AND ANOTHER IN LUKE, AND SO WITH THE GRANDFATHER AND WITH ALL THE REST UP TO DAVID. DID ALL THE ABLE AND LEARNED MEN, NOT MANY LATIN WRITERS CERTAINLY, BUT INNUMERABLE GREEK, WHO HAVE EXAMINED MOST ATTENTIVELY THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, OVERLOOK THIS MANIFEST DIFFERENCE? OF COURSE, THEY SAW IT. NO ONE CAN HELP SEEING IT. BUT WITH A DUE REGARD TO THE HIGH AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE, THEY BELIEVED THAT THERE WAS SOMETHING HERE WHICH WOULD BE GIVEN TO THOSE THAT ASK, AND DENIED TO THOSE THAT SNARL; WOULD BE FOUND BY THOSE THAT SEEK, AND TAKEN AWAY FROM THOSE THAT CRITICIZE; WOULD BE OPEN TO THOSE THAT KNOCK, AND SHUT AGAINST THOSE THAT CONTRADICT. THEY ASKED, SOUGHT, AND KNOCKED; THEY RECEIVED, FOUND, AND ENTERED IN. 
3. THE WHOLE QUESTION IS HOW JOSEPH HAD TWO FATHERS. SUPPOSING THIS POSSIBLE, BOTH GENEALOGIES MAY BE CORRECT. WITH TWO FATHERS, WHY NOT TWO GRANDFATHERS, AND TWO GREAT- GRANDFATHERS, AND SO ON, UP TO DAVID, WHO WAS THE FATHER BOTH OF SOLOMON, WHO IS MENTIONED IN MATTHEW'S LIST, AND OF NATHAN, WHO OCCURS IN LUKE? THIS IS THE DIFFICULTY WITH MANY PEOPLE WHO THINK IT IMPOSSIBLE THAT TWO MEN SHOULD HAVE ONE AND THE SAME SON, FORGETTING THE VERY OBVIOUS FACT THAT A MAN MAY BE CALLED THE SON OF THE PERSON WHO ADOPTED HIM AS WELL AS OF THE PERSON WHO BEGOT HIM. ADOPTION, WE KNOW, WAS FAMILIAR TO THE ANCIENTS, FOR EVEN WOMEN ADOPTED THE CHILDREN OF OTHER WOMEN, AS SARAH ADOPTED ISHMAEL, AND LEAH HER HANDMAID'S SON, AND PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER MOSES. JACOB, TOO, ADOPTED HIS GRANDSONS, THE CHILDREN OF JOSEPH. MOREOVER, THE WORD ADOPTION IS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE IN THE SYSTEM OF OUR FAITH, AS IS SEEN FROM THE APOSTOLIC WRITINGS. FOR THE APOSTLE PAUL, SPEAKING OF THE ADVANTAGES OF THE JEWS, SAYS: "WHOSE ARE THE ADOPTION, AND THE GLORY, AND THE COVENANTS, AND THE GIVING OF THE LAW WHOSE ARE THE FATHERS, AND OF WHOM, ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, CHRIST CAME, WHO IS OVER ALL, GOD BLESSED FOR EVER."(1) AND AGAIN: "WE OURSELVES ALSO GROAN WITHIN OURSELVES, WAITING FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE SONS OF GOD, EVEN THE REDEMPTION OF THE BODY."(2) AGAIN, ELSEWHERE: "BUT IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME, GOD SENT HIS SON, MADE OF A WOMAN, MADE UNDER THE LAW, THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE THE ADOPTION OF SONS."(3) THESE PASSAGES SHOW CLEARLY THAT ADOPTION IS A SIGNIFICANT SYMBOL. GOD HAS AN ONLY SON, WHOM HE BEGOT FROM HIS OWN SUBSTANCE, OF WHOM IT IS SAID, "BEING IN THE FORM OF GOD, HE THOUGHT IT NOT ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL TO GOD."(4) US HE BEGOT NOT OF HIS OWN SUBSTANCE, FOR WE BELONG TO THE CREATION WHICH IS NOT BEGOTTEN, BUT MADE; BUT THAT HE MIGHT MAKE US THE BROTHERS OF CHRIST, HE ADOPTED US. THAT ACT, THEN, BY WHICH GOD, WHEN WE WERE NOT BORN OF HIM, BUT CREATED AND FORMED, BEGOT US BY HIS WORD AND GRACE, IS CALLED ADOPTION. SO, JOHN SAYS, "HE GAVE THEM POWER TO BECOME THE SONS OF GOD."(5) SINCE, THEREFORE; THE PRACTICE OF ADOPTION IS COMMON AMONG OUR FATHERS, AND IN SCRIPTURE, IS THERE NOT IRRATIONAL PROFANITY IN THE HASTY CONDEMNATION OF THE EVANGELISTS AS FALSE BECAUSE THE GENEALOGIES ARE DIFFERENT, AS IF BOTH COULD NOT BE TRUE, INSTEAD OF CONSIDERING CALMLY THE SIMPLE FACT THAT FREQUENTLY IN HUMAN LIFE ONE MAN MAY HAVE TWO FATHERS, ONE OF WHOSE FLESH HE IS BORN, AND ANOTHER OF WHOSE WILL HE IS AFTERWARDS MADE A SON BY ADOPTION? IF THE SECOND IS NOT RIGHTLY CALLED FATHER, NEITHER ARE WE RIGHT IN SAYING, "OUR FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN," TO HIM OF WHOSE SUBSTANCE WE WERE NOT BORN, BUT OF WHOSE GRACE AND MOST MERCIFUL WILL WE WERE ADOPTED, ACCORDING TO APOSTOLIC DOCTRINE, AND TRUTH MOST SURE. FOR ONE IS TO US GOD, AND LORD, AND FATHER: GOD, FOR BY HIM WE ARE CREATED, THOUGH OF HUMAN PARENTS; LORD, FOR WE ARE HIS SUBJECTS; FATHER, FOR BY HIS ADOPTION WE ARE BORN AGAIN. CAREFUL STUDENTS OF SACRED SCRIPTURE EASILY SAW, FROM A LITTLE CONSIDERATION, HOW, IN THE DIFFERENT GENEALOGIES OF THE TWO EVANGELISTS, JOSEPH HAD TWO FATHERS, AND CONSEQUENTLY TWO LISTS OF ANCESTORS. YOU MIGHT HAVE SEEN THIS TOO, IF YOU HAD NOT BEEN BLINDED BY THE LOVE OF CONTRADICTION. OTHER THINGS FAR BEYOND YOUR UNDERSTANDING HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED IN THE CAREFUL INVESTIGATION OF ALL PARTS OF THESE NARRATIVES. THE FAMILIAR OCCURRENCE OF ONE MAN BEGETTING A SON AND ANOTHER ADOPTING HIM, SO THAT ONE MAN HAS TWO FATHERS, YOU MIGHT, IN SPITE OF MANICHAEAN ERROR, HAVE THOUGHT OF AS AN EXPLANATION, IF YOU HAD NOT BEEN READING IN A HOSTILE SPIRIT. 
4. BUT WHY MATTHEW BEGINS WITH ABRAHAM AND DESCENDS TO JOSEPH, WHILE LUKE BEGINS WITH JOSEPH AND ASCENDS, NOT TO ABRAHAM, BUT TO GOD, WHO MADE MAN, AND, BY GIVING A COMMANDMENT, GAVE HIM POWER TO BECOME, BY BELIEVING, A SON OF GOD; AND WHY MATTHEW RECORDS THE GENERATIONS AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF HIS BOOK, LUKE AFTER THE BAPTISM OF THE SAVIOR BY JOHN; AND WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE NUMBER OF THE GENERATIONS IN MATTHEW, WHO DIVIDES THEM INTO THREE SECTIONS OF FOURTEEN EACH, THOUGH IN THE WHOLE SUM THERE APPEARS TO BE ONE WANTING; WHILE IN LUKE THE NUMBER OF GENERATIONS RECORDED AFTER THE BAPTISM AMOUNT TO SEVENTY-SEVEN, WHICH NUMBER THE LORD HIMSELF ENJOINS IN CONNECTION WITH THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS, SAYING, "NOT ONLY SEVEN TIMES, BUT SEVENTY-SEVEN TIMES;" --THESE THINGS YOU WILL NEVER UNDERSTAND, UNLESS EITHER YOU ARE TAUGHT BY SOME CATHOLIC OF SUPERIOR STAMP, WHO HAS STUDIED THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, AND HAS MADE ALL THE PROGRESS POSSIBLE, OR YOU YOURSELVES TURN FROM YOUR ERROR, AND IN A CHRISTIAN SPIRIT ASK THAT YOU MAY RECEIVE, SEEK THAT YOU MAY FIND, AND KNOCK THAT IT MAY BE OPENED TO YOU. 
5. SINCE, THEN, THIS DOUBLE FATHERHOOD OF NATURE AND ADOPTION REMOVES THE DIFFICULTY ARISING FROM THE DISCREPANCY OF THE GENEALOGIES, THERE IS NO OCCASION FOR FAUSTUS TO LEAVE THE TWO EVANGELISTS AND BETAKE HIMSELF TO THE OTHER TWO, WHICH WOULD BE A GREATER AFFRONT TO THOSE HE BETOOK HIMSELF TO THAN TO THOSE HE LEFT. FOR THE SACRED WRITERS DO NOT DESIRE TO BE FAVORED AT THE EXPENSE OF THEIR BRETHREN. FOR THEIR JOY IS IN UNION, AND THEY ARE ONE IN CHRIST; AND IF ONE SAYS ONE THING, AND ANOTHER ANOTHER, OR ONE IN ONE WAY AND ANOTHER IN ANOTHER, STILL THEY ALL SPEAK TRUTH, AND IN NO WAY CONTRADICT ONE ANOTHER; ONLY LET THE READER BE REVERENT AND HUMBLE, NOT IN A HERETICAL SPIRIT SEEKING OCCASION FOR STRIFE, BUT WITH A BELIEVING HEART DESIRING EDIFICATION. NOW, IN THIS OPINION THAT THE EVANGELISTS GIVE THE ANCESTORS OF DIFFERENT FATHERS, AS IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE FOR A MAN TO HAVE TWO FATHERS, THERE IS NOTHING INCONSISTENT WITH TRUTH. SO, THE EVANGELISTS ARE HARMONIZED, AND YOU, BY FAUSTUS'S PROMISE ARE BOUND TO YIELD AT ONCE. 
6. YOU MAY PERHAPS BE TROUBLED BY THAT ADDITIONAL REMARK WHICH HE MAKES: "IN ANY CASE, HOWEVER, IT IS HARDLY CONSISTENT TO BELIEVE THAT GOD, THE GOD OF CHRISTIANS, WAS BORN FROM THE WOMB." AS IF WE BELIEVED THAT THE DIVINE NATURE CAME FROM THE WOMB OF A WOMAN. HAVE I NOT JUST QUOTED THE TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLE, SPEAKING OF THE JEWS: "WHOSE ARE THE FATHERS, AND OF WHOM, ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, CHRIST CAME, WHO IS GOD OVER ALL, BLESSED FOR EVER?" CHRIST, THEREFORE, OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, TRUE SON OF GOD IN HIS DIVINITY, AND TRUE SON OF MAN ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, NOT AS HE IS GOD OVER ALL WAS BORN OF A WOMAN, BUT IN THAT FEEBLE NATURE WHICH HE TOOK OF US, THAT IN IT HE MIGHT DIE FOR US, AND HEAL IT IN US: NOT AS IN THE FORM OF GOD, IN WHICH HE THOUGHT IT NOT ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL TO GOD, WAS HE BORN OF A WOMAN, BUT IN THE FORM OF A SERVANT, IN TAKING WHICH HE EMPTIED HIMSELF. HE IS THEREFORE SAID TO HAVE EMPTIED HIMSELF BECAUSE HE TOOK THE FORM OF A SERVANT, NOT BECAUSE HE LOST THE FORM OF GOD. FOR IN THE UNCHANGEABLE POSSESSION OF THAT NATURE BY WHICH IN THE FORM OF GOD HE IS EQUAL TO THE FATHER, HE TOOK OUR CHANGEABLE NATURE, BY WHICH HE MIGHT BE BORN OF A VIRGIN. YOU, WHILE YOU PROTEST AGAINST PUTTING THE FLESH OF CHRIST IN A VIRGIN'S WOMB, PLACE THE VERY DIVINITY OF GOD IN THE WOMB NOT ONLY OF HUMAN BEINGS, BUT OF DOGS AND SWINE. YOU REFUSE TO BELIEVE THAT THE FLESH OF CHRIST WAS CONCEIVED IN THE VIRGIN'S WOMB, IN WHICH GOD WAS NOT FOUND NOR EVEN CHANGED; WHILE YOU ASSERT THAT IN ALL MEN AND BEASTS, IN THE SEED OF MALE AND IN THE WOMB OF FEMALE, IN ALL CONCEPTIONS ON LAND OR IN WATER, AN ACTUAL PART OF GOD AND THE DIVINE NATURE IS CONTINUALLY BOUND, AND SHUT UP, AND CONTAMINATED, NEVER TO BE WHOLLY SET FREE.(1) 
BOOK IV.
FAUSTUS'S REASONS FOR REJECTING THE OLD TESTAMENT, AND AUGUSTIN'S ANIMAD VERSIONS THEREON 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: DO I BELIEVE THE OLD TESTAMENT? IF IT BEQUEATHS ANYTHING TO ME, I BELIEVE IT; IF NOT, I REJECT IT. IT WOULD BE AN EXCESS OF FORWARDNESS TO TAKE THE DOCUMENTS OF OTHERS WHICH PRONOUNCE ME DISINHERITED. REMEMBER THAT THE PROMISE OF CANAAN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT IS MADE TO JEWS, THAT IS, TO THE CIRCUMCISED, WHO OFFER SACRIFICE, AND ABSTAIN FROM SWINE'S FLESH, AND FROM THE OTHER ANIMALS WHICH MOSES PRONOUNCES UNCLEAN, AND OBSERVE SABBATHS, AND THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, AND OTHER THINGS OF THE SAME KIND WHICH THE AUTHOR OF THE TESTAMENT ENJOINED. CHRISTIANS HAVE NOT ADOPTED THESE OBSERVANCES, AND NO ONE KEEPS THEM; SO THAT IF WE WILL NOT TAKE THE INHERITANCE, WE SHOULD SURRENDER THE DOCUMENTS. THIS IS MY FIRST REASON FOR REJECTING THE OLD TESTAMENT, UNLESS YOU TEACH ME BETTER. MY SECOND REASON IS, THAT THIS INHERITANCE IS SUCH A POOR FLESHLY THING, WITHOUT ANY SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS, THAT AFTER THE NEW TESTAMENT, AND ITS GLORIOUS PROMISE OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AND ETERNAL LIFE, I THINK IT NOT WORTH THE TAKING. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: NO ONE DOUBTS THAT PROMISES OF TEMPORAL THINGS ARE CONTAINED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, FOR WHICH REASON IT IS CALLED THE OLD TESTAMENT; OR THAT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AND THE PROMISE OF ETERNAL LIFE BELONG TO THE NEW TESTAMENT. BUT THAT IN THESE TEMPORAL THINGS WERE FIGURES OF FUTURE THINGS WHICH SHOULD BE FULFILLED IN US UPON WHOM THE ENDS OF THE AGES ARE COME, IS NOT MY FANCY, BUT THE JUDGMENT OF THE APOSTLE, WHEN HE SAYS OF SUCH THINGS, "THESE THINGS WERE OUR EXAMPLES;" AND AGAIN, "THESE THINGS HAPPENED TO THEM FOR AN EXAMPLE, AND THEY ARE WRITTEN FOR US ON WHOM THE ENDS OF THE AGES ARE COME.''(1) WE RECEIVE THE OLD TESTAMENT, THEREFORE, NOT IN ORDER TO OBTAIN THE FULFILLMENT OF THESE PROMISES, BUT TO SEE IN THEM PREDICTIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT; FOR THE OLD BEARS WITNESS TO THE NEW. WHENCE THE LORD, AFTER HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD, AND ALLOWED HIS DISCIPLES NOT ONLY TO SEE BUT TO HANDLE HIM, STILL, LEST THEY SHOULD DOUBT THEIR MORTAL AND FLESHLY SENSES, GAVE THEM FURTHER CONFIRMATION FROM THE TESTIMONY OF THE ANCIENT BOOKS, SAYING, "IT WAS NECESSARY THAT ALL THINGS SHOULD BE FULFILLED WHICH WERE WRITTEN IN THE LAW OF MOSES, AND IN THE PROPHETS AND PSALMS, CONCERNING ME."(2) OUR HOPE, THEREFORE, RESTS NOT ON THE PROMISE OF TEMPORAL THINGS. NOR DO WE BELIEVE THAT THE HOLY AND SPIRITUAL MEN OF THESE TIMES - - THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS -- WERE TAKEN UP WITH EARTHLY THINGS. FOR THEY UNDERSTOOD, BY THE REVELATION OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD, WHAT WAS SUITABLE FOR THAT TIME, AND HOW GOD APPOINTED ALL THESE SAYINGS AND ACTIONS AS TYPES AND PREDICTIONS OF THE FUTURE. THEIR GREAT DESIRE WAS FOR THE NEW TESTAMENT; BUT THEY HAD A PERSONAL DUTY TO PERFORM IN THOSE PREDICTIONS, BY WHICH THE NEW THINGS OF THE FUTURE WERE FORETOLD. SO, THE LIFE AS WELL AS THE TONGUE OF THESE MEN WAS PROPHETIC. THE CARNAL PEOPLE, INDEED, THOUGHT ONLY OF PRESENT BLESSINGS, THOUGH EVEN IN CONNECTION WITH THE PEOPLE THERE WERE PROPHECIES OF THE FUTURE. THESE THINGS YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND, BECAUSE, AS THE PROPHET SAID, "UNLESS YOU BELIEVE, YOU SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND."(1) FOR YOU ARE NOT INSTRUCTED IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, -- THAT IS, IN THE TRUE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF CHRIST. IF YOU WERE, YOU WOULD BRING FORTH FROM THE TREASURE OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES THINGS OLD AS WELL AS NEW. FOR THE LORD HIMSELF SAYS, "THEREFORE EVERY SCRIBE INSTRUCTED IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE AN HOUSEHOLDER WHO BRINGS FORTH FROM HIS TREASURE THINGS NEW AND OLD."(2) AND SO, WHILE YOU PROFESS TO RECEIVE ONLY THE NEW PROMISES OF GOD, YOU HAVE RETAINED THE OLDNESS OF THE FLESH, ADDING ONLY THE NOVELTY OF ERROR; OF WHICH NOVELTY THE APOSTLE SAYS, "SHUN PROFANE NOVELTIES OF WORDS, FOR THEY INCREASE UNTO MORE UNGODLINESS, AND THEIR SPEECH EATS LIKE A CANCER. OF WHOM IS HYMENÆUS AND PHILETUS, WHO CONCERNING THE FAITH HAVE ERRED, SAYING THAT THE RESURRECTION IS PAST ALREADY, AND HAVE OVERTHROWN THE FAITH OF SOME."(3) HERE YOU SEE THE SOURCE OF YOUR FALSE DOCTRINE, IN TEACHING THAT THE RESURRECTION IS ONLY OF SOULS BY THE PREACHING OF THE TRUTH, AND THAT THERE WILL BE NO RESURRECTION OF THE BODY. BUT HOW CAN YOU UNDERSTAND SPIRITUAL THINGS OF THE INNER MAN, WHO IS RENEWED IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, WHEN IN THE OLDNESS OF THE FLESH, IF YOU DO NOT POSSESS TEMPORAL THINGS, YOU CONCOCT FANCIFUL NOTIONS ABOUT THEM IN THOSE IMAGES OF CARNAL THINGS OF WHICH THE WHOLE OF YOUR FALSE DOCTRINE CONSISTS? YOU BOAST OF DESPISING AS WORTHLESS THE LAND OF CANAAN, WHICH WAS AN ACTUAL THING, AND ACTUALLY GIVEN TO THE JEWS; AND YET YOU TELL OF A LAND OF LIGHT CUT ASUNDER ON ONE SIDE, AS BY A NARROW WEDGE, BY THE LAND OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS, -- A THING WHICH DOES NOT EXIST, AND WHICH YOU BELIEVE FROM THE DELUSION OF YOUR MINDS; SO THAT YOUR LIFE IS NOT SUPPORTED BY HAVING IT, AND YOUR MIND IS WASTED IN DESIRING IT.(4) 
BOOK V.
FAUSTUS CLAIMS THAT THE MANICHAEANS AND NOT THE CATHOLICS ARE CONSISTENT BELIEVERS IN THE GOSPEL, AND SEEKS TO ESTABLISH THIS CLAIM BY COMPARING MANICHAEAN AND CATHOLIC OBEDIENCE TO THE PRECEPTS OF THE GOSPEL. AUGUSTIN EXPOSES THE HYPOCRISY OF THE MANICHAEANS AND PRAISES THE ASCETICISM OF CATHOLICS 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: DO I BELIEVE THE GOSPEL? YOU ASK ME IF I BELIEVE IT, THOUGH MY OBEDIENCE TO ITS COMMANDS SHOWS THAT I DO. I SHOULD RATHER ASK YOU IF YOU BELIEVE IT, SINCE YOU GIVE NO PROOF OF YOUR BELIEF. I HAVE LEFT MY FATHER, MOTHER, WIFE, AND CHILDREN, AND ALL ELSE THAT THE GOSPEL REQUIRES;(1) AND DO YOU ASK IF I BELIEVE THE GOSPEL? PERHAPS YOU DO NOT KNOW WHAT IS CALLED THE GOSPEL. THE GOSPEL IS NOTHING ELSE THAN THE PREACHING AND THE PRECEPT OF CHRIST. I HAVE PARTED WITH ALL GOLD AND SILVER, AND HAVE LEFT OFF CARRYING MONEY IN MY PURSE; CONTENT WITH DAILY FOOD; WITHOUT ANXIETY FOR TOMORROW; AND WITHOUT SOLICITUDE ABOUT HOW I SHALL BE FED, OR WHERE-WITHAL I SHALL BE CLOTHED: AND DO YOU ASK IF I BELIEVE THE GOSPEL? YOU SEE IN ME THE BLESSINGS OF THE GOSPEL; (2) AND DO YOU ASK IF I BELIEVE THE GOSPEL? YOU SEE ME POOR, MEEK, A PEACEMAKER, PURE IN HEART, MOURNING, HUNGERING, THIRSTING, BEARING PERSECUTIONS AND ENMITY FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE; AND DO YOU DOUBT MY BELIEF IN THE GOSPEL? ONE CAN UNDERSTAND NOW HOW JOHN THE BAPTIST, AFTER SEEING JESUS, AND ALSO HEARING OF HIS WORKS, YET ASKED WHETHER HE WAS CHRIST. JESUS PROPERLY AND JUSTLY DID NOT DEIGN TO REPLY THAT HE WAS; BUT REMINDED HIM OF THE WORKS OF WHICH HE HAD ALREADY HEARD: "THE BLIND SEE, THE DEAF HEAR, THE DEAD ARE RAISED."(3) 
IN THE SAME WAY, I MIGHT VERY WELL REPLY TO YOUR QUESTION WHETHER I BELIEVE THE GOSPEL, BY SAYING, I HAVE LEFT ALL, FATHER, MOTHER, WIFE, CHILDREN, GOLD, SILVER, EATING, DRINKING, LUXURIES, PLEASURES; TAKE THIS AS A SUFFICIENT ANSWER TO YOUR QUESTIONS, AND BELIEVE THAT YOU WILL BE BLESSED IF YOU ARE NOT OFFENDED IN ME. (1) 
2. BUT, ACCORDING TO YOU, TO BELIEVE THE GOSPEL IS NOT ONLY TO OBEY ITS COMMANDS, BUT ALSO TO BELIEVE IN ALL THAT IS WRITTEN IN IT; AND, FIRST OF ALL, THAT GOD WAS BORN. BUT NEITHER IS BELIEVING THE GOSPEL ONLY TO BELIEVE THAT JESUS WAS BORN, BUT ALSO TO DO WHAT HE COMMANDS. SO, IF YOU SAY THAT I DO NOT BELIEVE THE GOSPEL BECAUSE I DISBELIEVE THE INCARNATION, MUCH MORE DO YOU NOT BELIEVE BECAUSE YOU DISREGARD THE COMMANDMENTS. AT ANY RATE, WE ARE ON A PAR TILL THESE QUESTIONS ARE SETTLED. IF YOUR DISREGARD OF THE PRECEPTS DOES NOT PREVENT YOU FROM PROFESSING FAITH IN THE GOSPEL, WHY SHOULD MY REJECTION OF THE GENEALOGY PREVENT ME? AND IF, AS YOU SAY, TO BELIEVE THE GOSPEL INCLUDES BOTH FAITH IN THE GENEALOGIES AND OBEDIENCE TO THE PRECEPTS, WHY DO YOU CONDEMN ME, SINCE WE BOTH ARE IMPERFECT? WHAT ONE WANTS THE OTHER HAS. BUT IF, AS THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT, BELIEF IN THE GOSPEL CONSISTS SOLELY IN OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMANDS OF GOD, YOUR SIN IS TWOFOLD. AS THE PROVERB SAYS, THE DESERTER ACCUSES THE SOLDIER. BUT SUPPOSE, SINCE YOU WILL HAVE IT SO, THAT THERE ARE THESE TWO PARTS OF PERFECT FAITH, ONE CONSISTING IN WORD, OR THE CONFESSION THAT CHRIST WAS BORN, THE OTHER IN DEED OR THE OBSERVANCE OF THE PRECEPTS; IT IS PLAIN THAT MY PART IS HARD AND PAINFUL, YOURS LIGHT AND EASY. IT IS NATURAL THAT THE MULTITUDE SHOULD FLOCK TO YOU AND AWAY FROM ME, FOR THEY KNOW NOT THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS NOT IN WORD, BUT IN POWER. WHY, THEN, DO YOU BLAME ME FOR TAKING THE HARDER PART, AND LEAVING TO YOU, AS TO A WEAK BROTHER, THE EASY PART? YOU HAVE THE IDEA THAT YOUR PART OF FAITH, OR CONFESSING THAT CHRIST WAS BORN, HAS MORE POWER TO SAVE THE SOUL THAN THE OTHER PARTS. 
3. LET US THEN ASK CHRIST HIMSELF, AND LEARN FROM HIS OWN MOUTH, WHAT IS THE CHIEF MEANS OF OUR SALVATION. WHO SHALL ENTER, O CHRIST, INTO THY KINGDOM? HE THAT DOETH THE WILL OF MY FATHER IN HEAVEN, (2) IS HIS REPLY; NOT, "HE THAT CONFESSES THAT I WAS BORN." AND AGAIN, HE SAYS TO HIS DISCIPLES, "GO, TEACH ALL NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND OF THE SON [JESUS], AND OF THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN], TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THINGS WHICH I HAVE COMMANDED YOU."(3) IT IS NOT, "TEACHING THEM THAT I WAS BORN," BUT, "TO OBSERVE MY COMMANDMENTS." AGAIN, "YE ARE MY FRIENDS IF YE DO WHAT I COMMAND YOU;"(4) NOT, "IF YOU BELIEVE THAT I WAS BORN." AGAIN, "IF YE KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, YE SHALL ABIDE IN MY LOVE," (5) AND IN MANY OTHER PLACES. ALSO IN THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, WHEN HE TAUGHT, "BLESSED ARE THE POOR, BLESSED ARE THE MEEK, BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS, BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, BLESSED ARE THEY THAT MOURN, BLESSED ARE THEY THAT HUNGER, BLESSED ARE THEY THAT ARE PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE,'' (6) HE NOWHERE SAYS, "BLESSED ARE THEY THAT CONFESS THAT I WAS BORN." AND IN THE SEPARATION OF THE SHEEP FROM THE GOATS IN THE JUDGMENT, HE SAYS THAT HE WILL SAY TO THEM ON THE RIGHT HAND, "I WAS HUNGRY, AND YE GAVE ME MEAT; I WAS THIRSTY, AND YE GAVE ME DRINK" (7) AND SO ON; THEREFORE" INHERIT THE KINGDOM." NOT, ''BECAUSE YE BELIEVE THAT I WAS BORN, INHERIT THE KINGDOM." AGAIN, TO THE RICH MAN SEEKING FOR ETERNAL LIFE, HE SAYS, "GO, SELL ALL THAT THOU HAST, AND FOLLOW ME;" (8) NOT, "BELIEVE THAT I WAS BORN, THAT YOU MAY HAVE ETERNAL LIFE." YOU SEE, THE KINGDOM, LIFE, HAPPINESS, ARE EVERYWHERE PROMISED TO THE PART I HAVE CHOSEN OF WHAT YOU CALL THE TWO PARTS OF FAITH, AND NOWHERE TO YOUR PART. SHOW, IF YOU CAN, A PLACE WHERE IT IS WRITTEN THAT WHOSO CONFESSES THAT CHRIST WAS BORN OF A WOMAN IS BLESSED, OR SHALL INHERIT THE KINGDOM, OR HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. EVEN SUPPOSING, THEN, THAT THERE ARE TWO PARTS OF FAITH, YOUR PART HAS NO BLESSING. BUT WHAT IF WE PROVE THAT YOUR PART IS NOT A PART OF FAITH AT ALL? IT WILL FOLLOW THAT YOU ARE FOOLISH, WHICH INDEED WILL BE PROVED BEYOND A DOUBT. AT PRESENT, IT IS ENOUGH TO HAVE SHOWN THAT OUR PART IS CROWNED WITH THE BEATITUDES. BESIDES, WE HAVE ALSO A BEATITUDE FOR A CONFESSION IN WORDS: FOR WE CONFESS THAT JESUS CHRIST IS THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD; AND JESUS DECLARES WITH HIS OWN LIPS THAT THIS CONFESSION HAS A BENEDICTION, WHEN HE SAYS TO PETER, "BLESSED ART THOU, SIMON BAR-JONA; FOR FLESH AND BLOOD HATH NOT REVEALED THIS UNTO THEE, BUT MY FATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN." (9) SO THAT WE HAVE NOT ONE, BUT BOTH THESE PARTS OF FAITH, AND IN BOTH ALIKE ARE WE PRONOUNCED BLESSED BY CHRIST; FOR IN ONE WE REDUCE FAITH TO PRACTICE, WHILE IN THE OTHER OUR CONFESSION IS UNMIXED WITH BLASPHEMY. 
4. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: I HAVE ALREADY SAID THAT THE LORD JESUS CHRIST REPEATEDLY CALLS HIMSELF THE SON OF MAN, AND THAT THE MANICHAEANS HAVE CONTRIVED A SILLY STORY ABOUT SOME FABULOUS FIRST MAN, WHO FIGURES IN THEIR IMPIOUS HERESY, NOT EARTHLY, BUT COMBINED WITH SPURIOUS ELEMENTS, IN OPPOSITION TO THE APOSTLE, WHO SAYS, "THE FIRST MAN IS OF THE EARTH, EARTHY;"(1) AND THAT THE APOSTLE CAREFULLY WARNS US, "IF ANY ONE PREACHES TO YOU DIFFERENTLY FROM WHAT WE HAVE PREACHED, LET HIM BE ACCURSED," (2) SO THAT WE MUST BELIEVE CHRIST TO BE THE SON OF MAN ACCORDING TO APOSTOLIC TRUTH, NOT ACCORDING TO MANICHAEAN ERROR. AND SINCE THE EVANGELISTS ASSERT THAT CHRIST WAS BORN OF A WOMAN, OF THE SEED OF DAVID, AND PAUL WRITING TO TIMOTHY SAYS, "REMEMBER THAT JESUS CHRIST, OF THE SEED OF DAVID, WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD, ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL" (3) IT IS CLEAR WHAT SENSE WE MUST BELIEVE CHRIST TO BE THE SON OF MAN; FOR BEING THE SON OF GOD BY WHOM WE WERE MADE, HE ALSO BY HIS INCARNATION BECAME THE SON OF MAN, THAT HE MIGHT DIE FOR OUR SINS, AND RISE AGAIN FOR OUR JUSTIFICATION. (4) ACCORDINGLY, HE CALLS HIMSELF BOTH SON OF GOD AND SON OF MAN. TO TAKE ONLY ONE INSTANCE OUT OF MANY, IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN IT IS WRITTEN. "VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, THE HOUR COMETH, AND NOW IS, WHEN THE DEAD SHALL HEAR THE VOICE OF THE SON OF GOD; AND THEY THAT HEAR SHALL LIVE. FOR AS THE FATHER HATH LIFE IN HIMSELF, SO HE HATH GIVEN TO THE SON TO HAVE LIFE IN HIMSELF; AND HATH GIVEN HIM POWER TO EXECUTE JUDGMENT ALSO, BECAUSE HE IS THE SON OF MAN." (5) HE SAYS, "THEY SHALL HEAR THE VOICE OF THE SON OF GOD;" AND HE SAYS, "BECAUSE HE IS THE SON OF MAN." AS THE SON OF MAN, HE HAS RECEIVED POWER TO EXECUTE JUDGMENT, BECAUSE HE WILL COME TO JUDGMENT IN HUMAN FORM, THAT HE MAY BE SEEN BY THE GOOD AND THE WICKED. IN THIS FORM HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, AND THAT VOICE WAS HEARD BY HIS DISCIPLES, "HE SHALL SO COME AS YE HAVE SEEN HIM GO INTO HEAVEN.''(6) AS THE SON OF GOD, AS GOD EQUAL TO AND ONE WITH THE FATHER, HE WILL NOT BE SEEN BY THE WICKED; FOR "BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD." SINCE, THEN, HE PROMISES ETERNAL LIFE TO THOSE THAT BELIEVE IN HIM, AND SINCE TO BELIEVE IN HIM IS TO BELIEVE IN THE TRUE CHRIST, SUCH AS HE DECLARES HIMSELF AND HIS APOSTLES DECLARE HIM TO BE, TRUE SON OF GOD AND TRUE SON OF MAN; YOU, MANICHÆANS, WHO BELIEVE ON A FALSE AND SPURIOUS SON OF A FALSE AND SPURIOUS MAN, AND TEACH THAT GOD HIMSELF, FROM FEAR OF THE ASSAULT OF THE HOSTILE RACE, GAVE UP HIS OWN MEMBERS TO BE TORTURED, AND AFTER ALL NOT TO BE WHOLLY LIBERATED, ARE PLAINLY FAR FROM THAT ETERNAL LIFE WHICH CHRIST PROMISES TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM. IT IS TRUE, HE SAID TO PETER WHEN HE CONFESSED HIM TO BE THE SON OF GOD, "BLESSED ART THOU, SIMON. BAR-JONA." BUT DOES HE PROMISE NOTHING TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE HIM TO BE THE SON OF MAN, WHEN THE SON OF GOD AND THE SON OF MAN ARE THE SAME? BESIDES, ETERNAL LIFE IS EXPRESSLY PROMISED TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN THE SON OF MAN. "AS MOSES," HE SAYS, "LIFTED UP THE SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS, SO MUST THE SON OF MAN BE LIFTED UP, THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE."(7) WHAT MORE DO YOU WISH? BELIEVE THEN IN THE SON OF MAN, THAT YOU MAY HAVE ETERNAL LIFE; FOR HE IS ALSO THE SON OF GOD, WHO CAN GIVE ETERNAL LIFE: FOR HE IS "THE TRUE GOD AND ETERNAL LIFE," AS THE SAME JOHN SAYS IN HIS EPISTLE. JOHN ALSO ADDS, THAT HE IS ANTICHRIST WHO DENIES THAT CHRIST HAS COME IN THE FLESH. (8) 
5. THERE IS NO NEED, THEN THAT YOU SHOULD EXTOL SO MUCH THE PERFECTION OF CHRIST'S COMMANDS, BECAUSE YOU OBEY THE PRECEPTS OF THE GOSPEL. FOR THE PRECEPTS, SUPPOSING YOU REALLY TO FULFILL THEM, WOULD NOT PROFIT YOU WITHOUT TRUE FAITH. DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT THE APOSTLE SAYS, "IF I DISTRIBUTE ALL MY GOODS TO THE POOR, AND GIVE MY BODY TO BE BURNED, AND HAVE NOT CHARITY, IT PROFITS ME NOTHING?"(9) WHY DO YOU BOAST OF HAVING CHRISTIAN POVERTY, WHEN YOU ARE DESTITUTE OF CHRISTIAN CHARITY? ROBBERS HAVE A KIND OF CHARITY TO ONE ANOTHER, ARISING FROM A MUTUAL CONSCIOUSNESS OF GUILT AND CRIME; BUT THIS IS NOT THE CHARITY COMMENDED BY THE APOSTLE. IN ANOTHER PASSAGE HE DISTINGUISHES TRUE CHARITY FROM ALL BASE AND VICIOUS AFFECTIONS, BY SAYING, "NOW THE END OF THE COMMANDMENT IS CHARITY OUT OF A PURE HEART, AND A GOOD CONSCIENCE, AND FAITH UNFEIGNED.''(10) HOW THEN CAN YOU HAVE TRUE CHARITY FROM A FICTITIOUS FAITH?(11) YOU PERSIST IN A FAITH CORRUPTED BY FALSEHOOD: FOR YOUR FIRST MAN, ACCORDING TO YOU, USED DECEIT IN THE CONFLICT BY CHANGING HIS FORM, WHILE HIS ENEMIES REMAINED IN THEIR OWN NATURE; AND, BESIDES, YOU MAINTAIN THAT CHRIST, WHO SAYS, "I AM THE TRUTH," REIGNED HIS INCARNATION, HIS DEATH ON THE CROSS, THE WOUNDS OF HIS PASSION, THE MARKS SHOWN AFTER HIS RESURRECTION. IF YOU SPEAK THE TRUTH, AND YOUR CHRIST SPEAKS FALSEHOOD, YOU MUST BE BETTER THAN HE. BUT IF YOU REALLY FOLLOW YOUR OWN CHRIST, YOUR TRUTHFULNESS MAY BE DOUBTED, AND YOUR OBEDIENCE TO THE PRECEPTS YOU SPEAK OF MAY BE ONLY A PRETENSE. IS IT TRUE, AS FAUSTUS SAYS, THAT YOU HAVE NO MONEY IN YOUR PURSES? HE MEANS, PROBABLY, THAT YOUR MONEY IS IN BOXES AND BAGS; NOR WOULD WE BLAME YOU FOR THIS, IF YOU DID NOT PROFESS ONE THING AND PRACTICE ANOTHER. CONSTANTIUS, WHO IS STILL ALIVE, AND IS NOW OUR BROTHER IN CATHOLIC CHRISTIANITY, ONCE GATHERED MANY OF YOUR SECT INTO HIS HOUSE AT ROME, TO KEEP THESE PRECEPTS OF MANICHÆSUS, WHICH YOU THINK SO MUCH OF, THOUGH THEY ARE VERY SILLY AND CHILDISH. THE PRECEPTS PROVED TOO MUCH FOR YOUR WEAKNESS, AND THE GATHERING WAS ENTIRELY BROKEN UP. THOSE WHO PERSEVERED SEPARATED FROM YOUR COMMUNION, AND ARE CALLED MATTARIANS, BECAUSE THEY SLEEP ON MATS, -- A VERY DIFFERENT BED FROM THE FEATHERS OF FAUSTUS AND HIS GOATSKIN COVERLETS, AND ALL THE GRANDEUR THAT MADE HIM DESPISE NOT ONLY THE MATTARIANS, BUT ALSO THE HOUSE OF HIS POOR FATHER IN MILEUM. AWAY, THEN, WITH THIS ACCURSED HYPOCRISY FROM YOUR WRITING, IF NOT FROM YOUR CONDUCT; OR ELSE YOUR LANGUAGE WILL CONFLICT WITH YOUR LIFE BY YOUR DECEITFUL WORDS, AS YOUR FIRST MAN WITH THE RACE OF DARKNESS BY HIS DECEITFUL ELEMENTS. 
6. I AM, HOWEVER, ADDRESSING NOT MERELY MEN WHO FAIL TO DO WHAT THEY ARE COMMANDED, BUT THE MEMBERS OF A DELUDED SECT. FOR THE PRECEPTS OF MANICHÆUS ARE SUCH THAT, IF YOU DO NOT KEEP THEM, YOU ARE DECEIVERS; IF YOU DO KEEP THEM, YOU ARE DECEIVED. CHRIST NEVER TAUGHT YOU THAT YOU SHOULD NOT PLUCK A VEGETABLE FOR FEAR OF COMMITTING HOMICIDE; FOR WHEN HIS DISCIPLES WERE HUNGRY WHEN PASSING THROUGH A FIELD OF CORN, HE DID NOT FORBID THEM TO PLUCK THE EARS ON THE SABBATH-DAY; WHICH WAS A REBUKE TO THE JEWS OF THE TIME SINCE THE ACTION WAS ON SABBATH; AND A REBUKE IN THE ACTION ITSELF TO THE FUTURE MANICHÆANS. THE PRECEPT OF MANICHÆUS, HOWEVER, ONLY REQUIRES YOU TO DO NOTHING WHILE OTHERS COMMIT HOMICIDE FOR YOU; THOUGH THE REAL HOMICIDE IS THAT OF RUINING MISERABLE SOULS BY SUCH DOCTRINES OF DEVILS. 
7. THE LANGUAGE OF FAUSTUS HAS THE TYPHUS OF HERESY IN IT, AND IS THE LANGUAGE OF OVERWEENING ARROGANCE. "YOU SEE IN ME" HE SAYS, "THE BEATITUDES OF THE GOSPEL; AND DO YOU ASK IF I BELIEVE THE GOSPEL? YOU SEE ME POOR, MEEK, A PEACEMAKER, PURE IN HEART, MOURNING, HUNGERING, THIRSTING, BEARING PERSECUTION AND ENMITY FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE; AND DO YOU DOUBT MY BELIEF IN THE GOSPEL?" IF TO JUSTIFY ONESELF WERE TO BE JUST, FAUSTUS WOULD HAVE FLOWN TO HEAVEN WHILE UTTERING THESE WORDS. I SAY NOTHING OF THE LUXURIOUS HABITS OF FAUSTUS, KNOWN TO ALL THE FOLLOWERS OF THE MANICHÆANS, AND ESPECIALLY TO THOSE AT ROME. I SHALL SUPPOSE A MANICHÆAN SUCH AS CONSTANTIUS SOUGHT FOR, WHEN HE ENFORCED THE OBSERVANCE OF THESE PRECEPTS WITH THE SINCERE DESIRE TO SEE THEM OBSERVED. HOW CAN I SEE HIM TO BE POOR IN SPIRIT, WHEN HE IS SO PROUD AS TO BELIEVE THAT HIS OWN SOUL IS GOD, AND IS NOT ASHAMED TO SPEAK OF GOD AS IN BONDAGE? HOW CAN I SEE HIM MEEK, WHEN HE AFFRONTS ALL THE AUTHORITY OF THE EVANGELISTS RATHER THAN BELIEVE? HOW A PEACEMAKER, WHEN HE HOLDS THAT THE DIVINE NATURE ITSELF BY WHICH GOD IS WHATEVER IS, AND IS THE ONLY TRUE EXISTENCE, COULD NOT REMAIN IN LASTING PEACE? HOW PURE IN HEART, WHEN HIS HEART IS FILLED WITH SO MANY IMPIOUS NOTIONS? HOW MOURNING, UNLESS IT IS FOR HIS GOD CAPTIVE AND BOUND, TILL HE BE FREED AND ESCAPE, WITH THE LOSS, HOWEVER, OF A PART WHICH IS TO BE UNITED BY THE FATHER TO THE MASS OF DARKNESS, AND IS NOT TO BE MOURNED FOR? HOW HUNGERING AND THIRSTING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHICH FAUSTUS OMITS IN HIS WRITINGS LEST, NO DOUBT, HE SHOULD BE THOUGHT DESTITUTE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS? BUT HOW CAN THEY HUNGER AND THIRST AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHOSE PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS WILL CONSIST IN EXULTING OVER THEIR BRETHREN CONDEMNED TO DARKNESS, NOT FOR ANY FAULT OF THEIR OWN, BUT FOR BEING IRREMEDIABLY CONTAMINATED BY THE POLLUTION AGAINST WHICH THEY WERE SENT BY THE FATHER TO CONTEND? 
8. HOW DO YOU SUFFER PERSECUTION AND ENMITY FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, WHEN, ACCORDING TO YOU, IT IS RIGHTEOUS TO PREACH AND TEACH THESE IMPIETIES? THE WONDER IS, THAT THE GENTLENESS OF CHRISTIAN TIMES ALLOWS SUCH PERVERSE INIQUITY TO PASS WHOLLY OR ALMOST UNPUNISHED. AND YET, AS IF WE WERE BLIND OR SILLY, YOU TELL US THAT YOUR SUFFERING REPROACH AND PERSECUTION IS A GREAT PROOF OF YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. IF PEOPLE ARE JUST ACCORDING TO THE AMOUNT OF THEIR SUFFERING, ATROCIOUS CRIMINALS OF ALL KINDS SUFFER MUCH MORE THAN YOU. BUT, AT ANY RATE, IF WE ARE TO GRANT THAT SUFFERING ENDURED ON ACCOUNT OF ANY SORT OF PROFESSION OF CHRISTIANITY PROVES THE SUFFERER TO BE IN POSSESSION OF TRUE FAITH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, YOU MUST ADMIT THAT ANY CASE OF GREATER SUFFERING THAT WE CAN SHOW PROVES THE POSSESSION OF TRUER FAITH AND GREATER RIGHTEOUSNESS. OF SUCH CASES YOU KNOW MANY AMONG OUR MARTYRS, AND CHIEFLY CYPRIAN HIMSELF, WHOSE WRITINGS ALSO BEAR WITNESS TO HIS BELIEF THAT CHRIST WAS BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY. FOR THIS FAITH, WHICH YOU ABHOR, HE SUFFERED AND DIED ALONG WITH MANY CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS OF THAT DAY, WHO SUFFERED AS MUCH, OR MORE. FAUSTUS, WHEN SHOWN TO BE A MANICHÆAN BY EVIDENCE, OR BY HIS OWN CONFESSION, ON THE INTERCESSION OF THE CHRISTIANS THEMSELVES, WHO BROUGHT HIM BEFORE THE PROCONSUL, WAS, ALONG WITH SOME OTHERS, ONLY BANISHED TO AN ISLAND, WHICH CAN HARDLY BE CALLED A PUNISHMENT AT ALL, FOR IT IS WHAT GOD'S SERVANTS DO OF THEIR OWN ACCORD EVERY DAY WHEN THEY WISH TO RETIRE FROM THE TUMULT OF THE WORLD. BESIDES, EARTHLY SOVEREIGNS OFTEN BY A PUBLIC DECREE GIVE RELEASE FROM THIS BANISHMENT AS AN ACT OF MERCY. AND IN THIS WAY, ALL WERE AFTERWARDS RELEASED AT ONCE. CONFESS, THEN, THAT THEY WERE IN POSSESSION OF A TRUER FAITH AND A MORE RIGHTEOUS LIFE, WHO WERE ACCOUNTED WORTHY TO SUFFER FOR IT MUCH MORE THAN YOU EVER SUFFERED. OR ELSE, CEASE BOASTING OF THE ABHORRENCE WHICH MANY, FEEL FOR YOU, AND LEARN TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN SUFFERING FOR BLASPHEMY AND SUFFERING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. WHAT IT IS, YOU SUFFER FOR, YOUR OWN BOOKS WILL SHOW IN A WAY THAT DESERVES YOUR MOST PARTICULAR ATTENTION. 
9. THOSE EVANGELICAL PRECEPTS OF PECULIAR SUBLIMITY WHICH YOU MAKE PEOPLE WHO KNOW NO BETTER BELIEVE THAT YOU OBEY, ARE REALLY OBEYED BY MULTITUDES IN OUR COMMUNION. ARE THERE NOT AMONG US MANY OF BOTH SEXES WHO HAVE ENTIRELY REFRAINED FROM SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, AND MANY FORMERLY MARRIED WHO PRACTICE CONTINENCE? ARE THERE NOT MANY OTHERS WHO GIVE LARGELY OF THEIR PROPERTY, OR GIVE IT UP ALTOGETHER, AND MANY WHO KEEP THE BODY IN SUBJECTION BY FASTS, EITHER FREQUENT OR DAILY, OR PROTRACTED BEYOND BELIEF? THEN THERE ARE FRATERNITIES WHOSE MEMBERS HAVE NO PROPERTY OF THEIR OWN, BUT ALL THINGS COMMON, INCLUDING ONLY THINGS NECESSARY FOR FOOD AND CLOTHING, LIVING WITH ONE SOUL AND ONE HEART TOWARDS GOD, INFLAMED WITH A COMMON FEELING OF CHARITY. IN ALL SUCH PROFESSIONS MANY TURN OUT TO BE DECEIVERS AND REPROBATES, WHILE MANY WHO ARE SO ARE NEVER DISCOVERED; MANY, TOO, WHO AT FIRST WALK WELL, FALL AWAY RAPIDLY FROM WILLFULNESS. MANY ARE FOUND IN TIMES OF TRIAL TO HAVE ADOPTED THIS KIND OF LIFE WITH ANOTHER INTENTION THAN THEY PROFESSED; AND AGAIN, MANY IN HUMILITY AND STEADFASTNESS PERSEVERE IN THEIR COURSE TO THE END, AND ARE SAVED. THERE ARE APPARENT DIVERSITIES IN THESE SOCIETIES; BUT ONE CHARITY UNITES ALL WHO, FROM SOME NECESSITY, IN OBEDIENCE TO THE APOSTLE'S INJUNCTION, HAVE THEIR WIVES AS IF THEY HAD THEM NOT, AND BUY AS IF THEY BOUGHT NOT, AND USE THIS WORLD AS IF THEY USED IT NOT. WITH THESE ARE JOINED, IN THE ABUNDANT RICHES OF GOD'S MERCY, THE INFERIOR CLASS OF THOSE TO WHOM IT IS SAID, "DEFRAUD NOT ONE ANOTHER, EXCEPT IT BE WITH CONSENT FOR A TIME, THAT YE MAY GIVE YOURSELVES TO PRAYER; AND COME TOGETHER AGAIN, THAT SATAN TEMPT YOU NOT FOR YOUR INCONTINENCY. BUT I SPEAK THIS BY PERMISSION, AND NOT OF COMMANDMENT." TO SUCH THE SAME APOSTLE ALSO SAYS, "NOW THEREFORE THERE IS UTTERLY A FAULT AMONG YOU, THAT YE GO TO LAW ONE WITH ANOTHER;" WHILE, IN CONSIDERATION OF THEIR INFIRMITY, HE ADDS, "IF YE HAVE JUDGMENTS OF THINGS PERTAINING TO THIS LIFE, SET THEM TO JUDGE WHO ARE LEAST ESTEEMED IN THE CHURCH."(2) FOR IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN THERE ARE NOT ONLY THOSE WHO, THAT THEY MAY BE PERFECT, SELL OR LEAVE ALL THEY HAVE AND FOLLOW THE LORD; BUT OTHERS IN THE PARTNERSHIP OF CHARITY ARE JOINED LIKE A MERCENARY FORCE TO THE CHRISTIAN ARMY, TO WHOM IT WILL BE SAID AT LAST, "I WAS HUNGRY, AND YE GAVE ME MEAT," AND SO ON. OTHERWISE, THERE WOULD BE NO SALVATION FOR THOSE TO WHOM THE APOSTLE GIVES SO MANY ANXIOUS AND PARTICULAR DIRECTIONS ABOUT THEIR FAMILIES, TELLING THE WIVES TO BE OBEDIENT TO THEIR HUSBANDS, AND HUSBANDS TO LOVE THEIR WIVES; CHILDREN TO OBEY THEIR PARENTS, AND PARENTS TO BRING UP THEIR CHILDREN IN THE [SEXLESS] INSTRUCTION AND [SEXLESS] ADMONITION OF THE LORD; SERVANTS TO OBEY WITH FEAR THEIR MASTERS ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, AND MASTERS TO RENDER TO THEIR SERVANTS WHAT IS JUST AND EQUAL. THE APOSTLE IS FAR FROM CONDEMNING SUCH PEOPLE AS REGARDLESS OF GOSPEL PRECEPTS, OR UNWORTHY OF ETERNAL LIFE. FOR WHERE THE LORD EXHORTS THE STRONG TO ATTAIN PERFECTION, SAYING,"' IF ANY MAN TAKE NOT UP HIS CROSS AND FOLLOW ME, HE CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE," HE IMMEDIATELY ADDS, FOR THE CONSOLATION OF THE WEAK, "WHOSO RECEIVES A JUST MAN IN THE NAME OF A JUST MAN SHALL RECEIVE A JUST MAN'S REWARD; AND WHOSO RECEIVES A PROPHET IN THE NAME OF A PROPHET, SHALL RECEIVE A PROPHET'S REWARD." SO THAT NOT ONLY BE WHO GIVES TIMOTHY A LITTLE WINE FOR HIS STOMACH'S SAKE, AND HIS FREQUENT INFIRMITIES, BUT HE WHO GIVES TO A STRONG MAN A CUP OF COLD WATER ONLY IN THE NAME OF A DISCIPLE, SHALL NOT LOSE HIS REWARD. (3) 
10. IF IT IS TRUE THAT A MAN CANNOT RECEIVE THE GOSPEL WITHOUT GIVING UP EVERYTHING, WHY DO YOU DELUDE YOUR FOLLOWERS, BY ALLOWING THEM TO KEEP IN YOUR SERVICE THEIR WIVES, AND CHILDREN, AND HOUSEHOLDS, AND HOUSES, AND FIELDS? INDEED, YOU MAY WELL ALLOW THEM TO DISREGARD THE PRECEPTS OF THE GOSPEL: FOR ALL YOU PROMISE THEM IS NOT A RESURRECTION, BUT A CHANGE TO ANOTHER MORTAL EXISTENCE, IN WHICH THEY SHALL LIVE THE SILLY, CHILDISH, IMPIOUS LIFE OF THOSE YOU CALL THE ELECT, THE LIFE YOU LIVE YOURSELF, AND ARE SO MUCH PRAISED FOR; OR IF THEY POSSESS GREATER MERIT, THEY SHALL ENTER INTO MELONS OR CUCUMBERS, OR SOME EATABLES WHICH YOU WILL MASTICATE, THAT THEY MAY BE QUICKLY PURIFIED BY YOUR DIGESTION. LEAST OF ALL SHOULD YOU WHO TEACH SUCH DOCTRINES PROFESS ANY REGARD FOR THE GOSPEL. FOR IF THE FAITH OF THE GOSPEL HAD ANY CONNECTION WITH SUCH NONSENSE, THE LORD SHOULD HAVE SAID, NOT, "I WAS HUNGRY, AND YE GAVE ME MEAT;" BUT, "YE WERE HUNGRY, AND YE ATE ME," OR, "I WAS HUNGRY, AND I ATE YOU." 
FOR, BY YOUR ABSURDITIES, A MAN WILL NOT BE RECEIVED INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD FOR THE SERVICE OF GIVING FOOD TO THE SAINTS, BUT, BECAUSE HE HAS EATEN THEM AND BELCHED THEM OUT, OR HAS HIMSELF BEEN EATEN AND BELCHED INTO HEAVEN. INSTEAD OF SAYING, "LORD, WHEN SAW WE THEE HUNGRY, AND FED THEE?" THE RIGHTEOUS MUST SAY, "WHEN SAW WE THEE HUNGRY, AND WERE EATEN BY THEE?" AND HE MUST ANSWER, NOT, "WHEN YE GAVE FOOD TO ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE MY BRETHREN, YOU GAVE TO ME;" BUT, "WHEN YOU WERE EATEN BY ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE MY BRETHREN, YOU WERE EATEN BY ME." 
11. BELIEVING AND TEACHING SUCH MONSTROSITIES, AND LIVING ACCORDINGLY, YOU YET HAVE THE BOLDNESS TO SAY THAT YOU OBEY THE PRECEPTS OF THE [SEXLESS] GOSPEL, AND TO DECRY THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, WHICH INCLUDES MANY WEAK AS WELL AS STRONG, BOTH OF WHOM THE LORD BLESSES, BECAUSE BOTH ACCORDING TO THEIR MEASURE OBEY THE PRECEPTS OF THE GOSPEL AND HOPE IN ITS PROMISES. THE BLINDNESS OF HOSTILITY MAKES YOU SEE ONLY THE TARES IN OUR HARVEST: FOR YOU MIGHT EASILY SEE WHEAT TOO, IF YOU WERE WILLING THAT THERE SHOULD BE ANY. BUT AMONG YOU, THOSE WHO ARE PRETENDED MANICHÆANS ARE WICKED, AND THOSE WHO ARE REALLY MANICHÆANS ARE SILLY. FOR WHERE THE FAITH ITSELF IS FALSE, HE WHO HYPOCRITICALLY PROFESSES IT ACTS DECEITFULLY, WHILE HE WHO TRULY BELIEVES IS DECEIVED. SUCH A FAITH CANNOT PRODUCE A GOOD LIFE, FOR EVERY MAN'S LIFE IS GOOD OR BAD ACCORDING AS HIS HEART IS ENGAGED. IF YOUR AFFECTIONS WERE SET UPON SPIRITUAL AND INTELLECTUAL GOOD, INSTEAD OF MATERIAL FORMS, YOU WOULD NOT PAY HOMAGE TO THE MATERIAL SUN AS A DIVINE SUBSTANCE, AND AS THE LIGHT OF WISDOM, WHICH EVERY ONE KNOWS YOU DO, THOUGH I NOW ONLY MENTION IT IN PASSING. 
BOOK VI.
FAUSTUS AVOWS HIS DISBELIEF IN THE OLD TESTAMENT AND HIS DISREGARD OF ITS PRECEPTS, AND ACCUSES CATHOLICS OF INCONSISTENCY IN NEGLECTING ITS ORDINANCES, WHILE CLAIMING TO ACCEPT IT AS AUTHORITATIVE. AUGUSTIN EXPLAINS THE CATHOLIC VIEW OF THE RELATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT TO THE NEW 
I. FAUSTUS SAID: YOU ASK IF I BELIEVE THE OLD TESTAMENT. OF COURSE NOT, FOR I DO NOT KEEP ITS PRECEPTS. NEITHER, I IMAGINE, DO YOU. I REJECT CIRCUMCISION AS DISGUSTING; AND IF I MISTAKE NOT, SO DO YOU. I REJECT THE OBSERVANCE OF SABBATHS AS SUPERFLUOUS: I SUPPOSE YOU DO THE SAME. I REJECT SACRIFICE AS IDOLATRY, AS DOUBTLESS YOU ALSO DO. SWINE'S FLESH IS NOT THE ONLY FLESH I ABSTAIN FROM; NOR IS IT THE ONLY FLESH YOU EAT. I THINK ALL FLESH UNCLEAN: YOU THINK NONE UNCLEAN. BOTH ALIKE, IN THESE OPINIONS, THROW OVER THE OLD TESTAMENT. WE BOTH LOOK UPON THE WEEKS OF UNLEAVENED BREAD AND THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES AS UNNECESSARY AND USELESS. NOT TO PATCH LINEN GARMENTS WITH PURPLE; TO COUNT IT ADULTERY TO MAKE A GARMENT OF LINEN AND WOOL; TO CALL IT SACRILEGE TO YOKE TOGETHER AN OX AND AN ASS WHEN NECESSARY; NOT TO APPOINT AS PRIEST A BALD MAN, OR A MAN WITH RED HAIR, OR ANY SIMILAR PECULIARITY, AS BEING UNCLEAN IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, ARE THINGS WHICH WE BOTH DESPISE AND LAUGH AT, AND RANK AS OF NEITHER FIRST NOR SECOND IMPORTANCE; AND YET THEY ARE ALL PRECEPTS AND JUDGMENTS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. YOU CANNOT BLAME ME FOR REJECTING THE OLD TESTAMENT; FOR WHETHER IT IS RIGHT OR WRONG TO DO SO, YOU DO IT AS MUCH AS I. AS FOR THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN YOUR FAITH AND MINE, IT IS THIS, THAT WHILE YOU CHOOSE TO ACT DECEITFULLY, AND MEANLY TO PRAISE IN WORDS WHAT IN YOUR HEART YOU HATE, I, NOT HAVING LEARNED THE ART OF DECEPTION, FRANKLY DECLARE THAT I HATE BOTH THESE ABOMINABLE PRECEPTS AND THEIR AUTHORS. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: HOW AND FOR WHAT PURPOSE THE OLD TESTAMENT IS RECEIVED BY THE HEIRS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT HAS BEEN ALREADY EXPLAINED. (1) BUT AS THE REMARKS OF FAUSTUS WERE THEN ABOUT THE PROMISES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, AND NOW HE SPEAKS OF THE PRECEPTS, I REPLY THAT HE DISPLAYS IGNORANCE OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MORAL AND SYMBOLICAL PRECEPTS. FOR EXAMPLE, "THOU SHALT NOT COVET" IS A MORAL PRECEPT; "THOU SHALT CIRCUMCISE EVERY MALE ON THE EIGHTH DAY" IS A SYMBOLICAL PRECEPT. FROM NOT MAKING THIS DISTINCTION, THE MANICHÆANS, AND ALL WHO FIND FAULT WITH THE WRITINGS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, NOT SEEING THAT WHATEVER OBSERVANCE GOD APPOINTED FOR THE FORMER DISPENSATION WAS A SHADOW OF FUTURE THINGS, BECAUSE THESE OBSERVANCES ARE NOW DISCONTINUED, CONDEMN THEM, THOUGH NO DOUBT WHAT IS UNSUITABLE NOW WAS PERFECTLY SUITABLE THEN AS PREFIGURING THE THINGS NOW REVEALED. IN THIS THEY CONTRADICT THE APOSTLE WHO SAYS, "ALL THESE THINGS HAPPENED TO THEM FOR AN EXAMPLE, AND THEY WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR LEARNING, ON WHOM THE END OF THE WORLD IS COME."(1) THE APOSTLE HERE EXPLAINS WHY THESE WRITINGS ARE TO BE RECEIVED, AND WHY IT IS NO LONGER NECESSARY TO CONTINUE THE SYMBOLICAL OBSERVANCES. FOR WHEN HE SAYS, "THEY WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR LEARNING," HE CLEARLY SHOWS THAT WE SHOULD BE VERY DILIGENT IN READING AND IN DISCOVERING THE MEANING OF THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES, AND THAT WE SHOULD HAVE GREAT VENERATION FOR THEM, SINCE IT WAS FOR US THAT THEY WERE WRITTEN. AGAIN, WHEN HE SAYS, "THEY ARE OUR EXAMPLES," AND "THESE THINGS HAPPENED TO THEM FOR AN EXAMPLE," HE SHOWS THAT, NOW THAT THE THINGS THEMSELVES ARE CLEARLY REVEALED, THE OBSERVANCE OF THE ACTIONS BY WHICH THESE THINGS WERE PREFIGURED IS NO LONGER BINDING. SO HE SAYS ELSEWHERE, "LET NO MAN JUDGE YOU IN MEAT, OR IN DRINK, OR IN RESPECT OF AN HOLY DAY, OR OF THE NEW MOON OR OF THE SABBATH-DAYS, WHICH ARE A SHADOW OF THINGS TO COME.''(2) HERE ALSO, WHEN HE SAYS, "LET NO ONE JUDGE YOU" IN THESE THINGS, HE SHOWS THAT WE ARE NO LONGER BOUND TO OBSERVE THEM. AND WHEN HE SAYS, "WHICH ARE A SHADOW OF THINGS TO COME," HE EXPLAINS HOW THESE OBSERVANCES WERE BINDING AT THE TIME WHEN THE THINGS FULLY DISCLOSED TO US WERE SYMBOLIZED BY THESE SHADOWS OF FUTURE THINGS. 
3. ASSUREDLY, IF THE MANICHÆANS WERE JUSTIFIED BY THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD, THE DAY OF WHOSE RESURRECTION, THE THIRD AFTER HIS PASSION, WAS THE EIGHTH DAY, COMING AFTER THE SABBATH, THAT IS, AFTER THE SEVENTH DAY,--THEIR CARNAL MINDS WOULD BE DELIVERED FROM THE DARKNESS OF EARTHLY PASSIONS WHICH RESTS ON THEM; AND REJOICING IN THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE HEART, THEY WOULD NOT RIDICULE IT AS PREFIGURED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT BY CIRCUMCISION IN THE FLESH, ALTHOUGH THEY SHOULD NOT ENFORCE THIS OBSERVANCE UNDER THE NEW TESTAMENT. BUT, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "TO THE PURE ALL THINGS ARE PURE. BUT TO THE IMPURE AND UNBELIEVING NOTHING IS PURE, BUT BOTH THEIR MIND AND CONSCIENCE ARE DEFILED."(3) SO THESE PEOPLE, WHO ARE SO PURE IN THEIR OWN EYES, THAT THEY REGARD, OR PRETEND TO REGARD, AS IMPURE THESE MEMBERS OF THEIR BODIES, ARE SO DEFILED WITH UNBELIEF AND ERROR, THAT, WHILE THEY ABHOR THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE FLESH,--WHICH THE APOSTLE CALLS A SEAL OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF FAITH,--THEY BELIEVE THAT THE DIVINE MEMBERS OF THEIR GOD ARE SUBJECTED TO RESTRAINT AND CONTAMINATION IN THESE VERY CARNAL MEMBERS OF THEIRS. FOR THEY SAY THAT FLESH IS UNCLEAN; AND IT FOLLOWS THAT GOD, IN THE PART WHICH IS DETAINED BY THE FLESH, IS MADE UNCLEAN: FOR THEY DECLARE THAT HE MUST BE CLEANSED, AND THAT TILL THIS IS DONE, AS FAR AS IT CAN BE DONE, HE UNDERGOES ALL THE PASSIONS TO WHICH FLESH IS SUBJECT, NOT ONLY IN SUFFERING PAIN AND DISTRESS, BUT ALSO IN SENSUAL GRATIFICATION. FOR IT IS FOR HIS SAKE, THEY SAY, THAT THEY ABSTAIN FROM SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, THAT HE MAY NOT BE BOUND MORE CLOSELY IN THE [SEXUAL] BONDAGE OF THE FLESH, NOR SUFFER MORE DEFILEMENT. THE APOSTLE SAYS, "TO THE PURE ALL THINGS ARE PURE." AND IF THIS IS TRUE OF MEN, WHO MAY BE LED INTO EVIL BY A PERVERSE WILL, HOW MUCH MORE MUST ALL THINGS BE PURE TO GOD, WHO REMAINS FOR EVER IMMUTABLE AND IMMACULATE! IN THOSE BOOKS WHICH YOU DEFILE WITH YOUR VIOLENT REPROACHES, IT IS SAID OF THE DIVINE WISDOM, THAT "NO [SEXUALLY] DEFILED THING FALLS INTO IT, AND IT GOES EVERYWHERE BY REASON OF ITS PURENESS." (4) IT IS MERE PRURIENT ABSURDITY TO FIND FAULT WITH THE SIGN OF HUMAN REGENERATION APPOINTED BY THAT GOD, TO WHOM ALL THINGS ARE PURE, TO BE PUT ON THE ORGAN OF HUMAN GENERATION, WHILE YOU HOLD THAT YOUR GOD, TO WHOM NOTHING IS PURE, IS IN A PART OF HIS NATURE SUBJECTED TO TAINT AND CORRUPTION BY THE VICIOUS ACTIONS IN WHICH IMPURE MEN EMPLOY THE MEMBERS OF THEIR BODY. FOR IF YOU THINK THERE IS POLLUTION IN CONJUGAL INTERCOURSE, WHAT MUST THERE BE IN ALL THE PRACTICES OF THE LICENTIOUS? IF YOU ASK, THEN, AS YOU OFTEN DO, WHETHER GOD COULD NOT FIND SOME OTHER WAY OF SEALING THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF FAITH, THE ANSWER IS, WHY NOT THIS WAY, SINCE ALL THINGS ARE PURE TO THE PURE, MUCH MORE TO GOD? AND WE HAVE THE AUTHORITY OF THE APOSTLE FOR SAYING THAT CIRCUMCISION WAS THE SEAL OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM. AS FOR YOU, YOU MUST TRY NOT TO BLUSH WHEN YOU ARE ASKED WHETHER YOUR GOD HAD NOTHING BETTER TO DO THAN TO ENTANGLE PART OF HIS NATURE WITH THESE MEMBERS THAT YOU REVILE SO MUCH. THESE ARE DELICATE SUBJECTS TO SPEAK OF, ON ACCOUNT OF THE PENAL CORRUPTION ATTENDING THE PROPAGATION OF MAN. THEY ARE THINGS WHICH CALL INTO EXERCISE THE MODESTY OF THE CHASTE, THE PASSIONS OF THE IMPURE, AND THE JUSTICE OF GOD. 
4. THE REST OF THE SABBATH WE CONSIDER NO LONGER BINDING AS AN OBSERVANCE, NOW THAT THE HOPE OF OUR ETERNAL REST HAS BEEN REVEALED. BUT IT IS A VERY USEFUL THING TO READ OF, AND TO REFLECT ON. IN PROPHETIC TIMES, WHEN THINGS NOW MANIFESTED WERE PREFIGURED AND PREDICTED BY ACTIONS AS WELL AS WORDS, THIS SIGN OF WHICH WE READ WAS A PRESAGE OF TIME REALITY WHICH WE POSSESS. BUT I WISH TO KNOW WHY YOU OBSERVE A SORT OF PARTIAL REST. THE JEWS, ON THEIR SABBATH, WHICH THEY STILL KEEP IN A CARNAL MANNER. NEITHER GATHER ANY FRUIT IN THE FIELD, NOR DRESS AND COOK IT AT HOME. BUT YOU, IN YOUR REST, WAIT TILL ONE OF YOUR FOLLOWERS TAKES HIS KNIFE OR HOOK TO THE GARDEN, TO GET FOOD FOR YOU BY MURDERING THE VEGETABLES, AND BRINGS BACK, STRANGE TO SAY, LIVING CORPSES. FOR IF CUTTING PLANTS IS NOT MURDER, WHY ARE YOU AFRAID TO DO IT? AND YET, IF THE PLANTS ARE MURDERED, WHAT BECOMES OF THE LIFE WHICH IS TO OBTAIN RELEASE AND RESTORATION FROM YOUR MASTICATION AND DIGESTION? WELL, YOU TAKE THE LIVING VEGETABLES, AND CERTAINLY YOU OUGHT, IF IT COULD BE DONE TO SWALLOW THEM WHOLE; SO THAT AFTER THE ONE WOUND YOUR FOLLOWER HAS BEEN GUILTY OF INFLICTING IN PULLING THEM, OF WHICH YOU WILL NO DOUBT CONSENT TO ABSOLVE HIM, THEY MAY REACH WITHOUT LOSS OR INJURY YOUR PRIVATE LABORATORY, WHERE YOUR GOD MAY BE HEALED OF HIS WOUND. INSTEAD OF THIS, YOU NOT ONLY TEAR THEM WITH YOUR TEETH, BUT, IF IT PLEASES YOUR TASTE, MINCE THEM, INFLICTING A MULTITUDE OF WOUNDS IN THE MOST CRIMINAL MANNER. PLAINLY IT WOULD BE A MOST ADVANTAGEOUS THING IF YOU WOULD REST AT HOME TOO, AND NOT ONLY ONCE A WEEK, LIKE THE JEWS, BUT EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK. THE CUCUMBERS SUFFER WHILE YOU ARE COOKING THEM, WITHOUT ANY BENEFIT TO THE LIFE THAT IS IN THEM: FOR A BOILING POT CANNOT BE COMPARED TO A SAINTLY STOMACH. AND YET YOU RIDICULE AS SUPERFLUOUS THE REST OF THE SABBATH. WOULD IT NOT BE BETTER, NOT ONLY TO REFRAIN FROM FINDING FAULT WITH THE FATHERS FOR THIS OBSERVANCE, IN WHOSE CASE IT WAS NOT SUPERFLUOUS, BUT, EVEN NOW THAT IT IS SUPERFLUOUS, TO OBSERVE THIS REST YOURSELVES INSTEAD OF YOUR OWN, WHICH HAS NO SYMBOLICAL USE, AND IS CONDEMNED AS GROUNDED ON FALSEHOOD? ACCORDING TO YOUR OWN FOOLISH OPINIONS, YOU ARE GUILTY OF A DEFECTIVE OBSERVANCE OF YOUR OWN REST, THOUGH THE OBSERVANCE ITSELF IS FOOLISH IN THE JUDGMENT OF TRUTH. YOU MAINTAIN THAT THE FRUIT SUFFERS WHEN IT IS PULLED FROM THE TREE, WHEN IT IS CUT AND SCRAPED, AND COOKED, AND EATEN. SO, YOU ARE WRONG IN EATING ANYTHING THAT CAN NOT BE SWALLOWED RAW AND UNHURT, SO THAT THE WOUND INFLICTED MIGHT NOT BE FROM YOU, BUT FROM YOUR FOLLOWER IN PULLING THEM. YOU DECLARE THAT YOU COULD NOT GIVE RELEASE TO SO GREAT A QUANTITY OF LIFE, IF YOU WERE TO EAT ONLY THINGS WHICH COULD BE SWALLOWED WITHOUT COOKING OR MASTICATION. BUT IF THIS RELEASE COMPENSATES FOR ALL THE PAINS YOU INFLICT, WHY IS IT UNLAWFUL FOR YOU TO PULL THE FRUIT? FRUIT MAY BE EATEN RAW, AS SOME OF YOUR SECT MAKE A POINT OF EATING RAW VEGETABLES OF ALL KINDS. BUT BEFORE IT CAN BE EATEN AT ALL, IT MUST BE PULLED OR FALL OFF, OR BE TAKEN IN SOME WAY FROM THE GROUND OR FROM THE TREE. YOU MIGHT WELL BE PARDONED FOR PULLING IT, SINCE NOTHING CAN BE DONE WITHOUT THAT, BUT NOT FOR TORTURING THE MEMBERS OF YOUR GOD TO THE EXTENT YOU DO IN DRESSING YOUR FOOD. ONE OF YOUR SILLY NOTIONS IS THAT THE TREE WEEPS WHEN THE FRUIT IS PULLED. DOUBTLESS THE LIFE IN THE TREE KNOWS ALL THINGS, AND PERCEIVES WHO IT IS THAT COMES TO IT. IF THE ELECT WERE TO COME AND PULL THE FRUIT, WOULD NOT THE TREE REJOICE TO ESCAPE THE MISERY OF HAVING ITS FRUIT PLUCKED BY OTHERS, AND TO GAIN FELICITY BY ENDURING A LITTLE MOMENTARY PAIN? AND YET, WHILE YOU MULTIPLY THE PAINS AND TROUBLES OF THE FRUIT AFTER IT IS PLUCKED, YOU WILL NOT PLUCK IT. EXPLAIN THAT, IF YOU CAN! FASTING ITSELF IS A MISTAKE IN YOUR CASE. THERE SHOULD BE NO INTERMISSION IN THE TASK OF PURGING AWAY THE DROSS OF THE EXCREMENTS FROM THE SPIRITUAL GOLD, AND OF RELEASING THE DIVINE MEMBERS FROM CONFINEMENT. THE MOST MERCIFUL MAN AMONG YOU IS HE WHO KEEPS HIMSELF ALWAYS IN GOOD HEALTH, TAKES RAW FOOD, AND EATS A GREAT DEAL. BUT YOU ARE CRUEL WHEN YOU EAT, IN MAKING YOUR FOOD UNDERGO SO MUCH SUFFERING; AND YOU ARE CRUEL WHEN YOU FAST, IN DESISTING FROM THE WORK OF LIBERATING THE DIVINE MEMBERS. (1) 
5. WITH ALL THIS, YOU VENTURE TO DENOUNCE THE SACRIFICES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, AND TO CALL THEM IDOLATRY, AND TO ATTRIBUTE TO US THE SAME IMPIOUS NOTION. TO ANSWER FOR OURSELVES IN THE FIRST PLACE, WHILE WE CONSIDER IT NO LONGER A DUTY TO OFFER SACRIFICES, WE RECOGNIZE SACRIFICES AS PART OF THE MYSTERIES OF REVELATION, BY WHICH THE THINGS PROPHESIED WERE FORESHADOWED. FOR THEY WERE OUR EXAMPLES, AND IN MANY AND VARIOUS WAYS THEY ALL POINTED TO THE ONE SACRIFICE WHICH WE NOW COMMEMORATE. NOW THAT THIS SACRIFICE HAS BEEN REVEALED, AND HAS BEEN OFFERED IN DUE TIME, SACRIFICE IS NO LONGER BINDING AS AN ACT OF WORSHIP. WHILE IT RETAINS ITS SYMBOLICAL AUTHORITY. FOR THESE THINGS "WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR LEARNING, UPON WHOM THE END OF THE WORLD IS COME." (2) WHAT YOU OBJECT TO IN SACRIFICE IS THE SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS, THOUGH THE WHOLE ANIMAL CREATION IS INTENDED CONDITIONALLY IN SOME WAY FOR THE USE OF MAN. YOU ARE MERCIFUL TO BEASTS, BELIEVING THEM TO CONTAIN THE SOULS OF HUMAN BEINGS, WHILE YOU REFUSE A PIECE OF BREAD TO A HUNGRY BEGGAR. THE LORD JESUS, ON THE OTHER HAND, WAS CRUEL TO THE SWINE WHEN HE GRANTED THE REQUEST OF THE DEVILS TO BE ALLOWED TO ENTER INTO THEM. (1) THE SAME LORD JESUS, BEFORE THE SACRIFICE OF HIS PASSION, SAID TO A LEPER WHOM HE HAD CURED, "GO, SHOW THYSELF TO THE PRIEST, AND GIVE THE OFFERING, AS MOSES COMMANDED, FOR A TESTIMONY UNTO THEM."(2) WHEN GOD, BY THE PROPHETS, REPEATEDLY DECLARES THAT HE NEEDS NO OFFERING, AS INDEED REASON TEACHES US THAT OFFERINGS CANNOT BE NEEDED BY HIM WHO STANDS IN NEED OF NOTHING, THE HUMAN MIND IS LED TO INQUIRE WHAT GOD WISHED TO TEACH US BY THESE SACRIFICES. FOR, ASSUREDLY, HE WOULD NOT HAVE REQUIRED OFFERINGS OF WHICH HE HAD NO NEED. EXCEPT TO TEACH US SOMETHING THAT IT WOULD PROFIT US TO KNOW, AND WHICH WAS SUITABLY SET FORTH BY MEANS OF THESE SYMBOLS. HOW MUCH BETTER AND MORE HONORABLE IT WOULD BE FOR YOU TO BE STILL BOUND BY THESE SACRIFICES, WHICH HAVE AN INSTRUCTIVE MEANING, THOUGH THEY ARE NOT NOW NECESSARY, THAN TO REQUIRE YOUR FOLLOWERS TO OFFER TO YOU AS FOOD WHAT YOU BELIEVE TO BE LIVING VICTIMS. THE APOSTLE PAUL SAYS MOST APPROPRIATELY OF SOME WHO PREACHED THE GOSPEL TO GRATIFY THEIR APPETITE, THAT THEIR "GOD WAS THEIR BELLY." (3) BUT THE ARROGANCE OF YOUR IMPIETY GOES MUCH BEYOND THIS; FOR, INSTEAD OF MAKING YOUR BELLY YOUR GOD, YOU DO WHAT IS FAR WORSE IN MAKING YOUR BELLY THE PURIFIER OF GOD. SURELY IT IS GREAT MADNESS TO MAKE A PRETENCE OF PIETY IN NOT SLAUGHTERING ANIMALS, WHILE YOU HOLD THAT THE SOULS OF ANIMALS INHABIT ALL THE FOOD YOU EAT, AND YET MAKE WHAT YOU CALL LIVING CREATURES SUFFER SUCH TORTURE FROM YOUR HANDS AND TEETH. 
6. IF YOU WILL NOT EAT FLESH WHY SHOULD YOU NOT SLAY ANIMALS IN SACRIFICE TO YOUR GOD, IN ORDER THAT THEIR SOULS, WHICH YOU HOLD TO BE NOT ONLY HUMAN, BUT SO DIVINE AS TO BE MEMBERS OF GOD HIMSELF, MAY BE RELEASED FROM THE CONFINEMENT OF FLESH, AND BE SAVED FROM RETURNING BY THE EFFICACY OF YOUR PRAYERS? PERHAPS, HOWEVER, YOUR STOMACH GIVES MORE EFFECTUAL AID THAN YOUR INTELLECT, AND THAT PART OF DIVINITY WHICH HAS HAD THE ADVANTAGE OF PASSING THROUGH YOUR BOWELS IS MORE LIKELY TO BE SAVED THAN THAT WHICH HAS ONLY THE BENEFIT OF YOUR PRAYERS. YOUR OBJECTION TO EATING FLESH WILL BE THAT YOU CANNOT EAT ANIMALS ALIVE, AND SO THE OPERATION OF YOUR STOMACH WILL NOT AVAIL FOR THE LIBERATION OF THEIR SOULS. HAPPY VEGETABLES, THAT, TORN UP WITH TIRE HAND, CUT WITH KNIVES, TORTURED IN FIRE, GROUND BY TEETH, YET REACH ALIVE THE ALTARS OF YOUR INTESTINES, UNHAPPY SHEEP AND OXEN, THAT ARE NOT SO TENACIOUS OF LIFE, AND THEREFORE ARE REFUSED ENTRANCE INTO YOUR BODIES! SUCH IS THE ABSURDITY OF YOUR NOTIONS. AND YOU PERSIST IN MAKING OUT AN OPPOSITION IN US TO THE OLD TESTAMENT, BECAUSE WE CONSIDER NO FLESH UNCLEAN: ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF THE APOSTLE, "TO THE PURE ALL THINGS ARE PURE;" (4) AND ACCORDING TO THE SAYING OF OUR LORD HIMSELF, "NOT THAT WHICH GOES INTO YOUR MOUTH DEFILES YOU, BUT THAT WHICH COMETH OUT." (5) THIS WAS NOT SAID TO THE CROWD ONLY, AS YOUR ADIMANTUS, WHOM FAUSTUS, IN HIS ATTACK ON THE OLD TESTAMENT, PRAISES AS SECOND ONLY TO MANICHÆUS, WISHES US TO UNDERSTAND; BUT WHEN RETIRED FROM THE CROWD, THE LORD REPEATED THIS STILL MORE PLAINLY AND POINTEDLY TO HIS DISCIPLES. ADIMANTUS QUOTES THIS SAYING OF OUR LORD IN OPPOSITION TO THE OLD TESTAMENT, WHERE THE PEOPLE ARE PROHIBITED FROM EATING SOME ANIMALS WHICH ARE PRONOUNCED UNCLEAN; AND DOUBTLESS HE WAS AFRAID THAT HE SHOULD BE ASKED WHY, SINCE HE QUOTES A PASSAGE FROM THE GOSPEL ABOUT MAN NOT BEING DEFILED BY WHAT ENTERS INTO HIS MOUTH AND PASSES INTO HIS BELLY, AND OUT INTO THE DRAFT, HE YET CONSIDERS NOT SOME ONLY, BUT ALL FLESH UNCLEAN, AND ABSTAINS FROM EATING IT. IT IS IN ORDER TO ESCAPE FROM THIS STRAIT, WHEN THE PLAIN TRUTH IS TOO MUCH FOR HIS ERROR, THAT HE MAKES THE LORD SAY THIS TO THE CROWD; AS IF THE LORD WERE IN THE HABIT OF SPEAKING THE TRUTH ONLY IN SMALL COMPANIES, WHILE HE BLURTED OUT FALSEHOODS IN PUBLIC. TO SPEAK OF THE LORD IN THIS WAY IS BLASPHEMY. AND ALL WHO READ THE PASSAGE CAN SEE THAT THE LORD SAID THE SAME THING MORE PLAINLY TO HIS DISCIPLES IN PRIVATE. SINCE FAUSTUS PRAISES ADIMANTUS SO MUCH AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS BOOK OF HIS, PLACING HIM NEXT TO MANICHÆUS, LET HIM SAY IN A WORD WHETHER IT IS TRUE OR FALSE THAT A MAN IS NOT DEFILED BY WHAT ENTERS INTO HIS MOUTH. IF IT IS FALSE, WHY DOES THIS GREAT TEACHER ADIMANTUS QUOTE IT AGAINST THE OLD TESTAMENT? IF IT IS TRUE, WHY, IN SPITE OF THIS, DO YOU BELIEVE THAT EATING ANY FLESH WILL DEFILE YOU? IT IS TRUE, IF YOU CHOOSE THIS EXPLANATION, THAT THE APOSTLE DOES NOT SAY THAT ALL THINGS ARE PURE TO HERETICS, BUT, "TO THE PURE ALL THINGS ARE PURE." THE APOSTLE ALSO GOES ON TO EXPLAIN WHY ALL THINGS ARE NOT PURE TO HERETICS: "TO THE IMPURE AND UNBELIEVING NOTHING IS PURE, BUT BOTH THEIR MIND AND CONSCIENCE ARE DEFILED." (6) SO, TO THE MANICHÆNS THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NOTHING PURE; FOR THEY HOLD THAT THE VERY SUBSTANCE OR NATURE OF GOD NOT ONLY MAY BE, BUT HAS ACTUALLY BEEN DEFILED, AND SO DEFILED THAT IT CAN NEVER BE WHOLLY RESTORED AND PURIFIED. WHAT DO THEY MEAN WHEN THEY CALL ANIMALS UNCLEAN, AND REFRAIN FROM EATING THEM, WHEN IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO THINK ANYTHING, WHETHER FOOD OR WHATEVER IT MAY BE, CLEAN? ACCORDING TO THEM, VEGETABLES TOO, FRUITS, ALL KINDS OF CROPS, THE EARTH AND SKY, ARE DEFILED BY MIXTURE WITH THE RACE OF DARKNESS. WHY DO THEY NOT ACT UP TO THEIR OPINIONS ABOUT OTHER THINGS AS WELL AS ABOUT ANIMALS? WHY DO THEY NOT ABSTAIN ALTOGETHER, AND STARVE THEMSELVES TO DEATH, INSTEAD OF PERSISTING IN THEIR BLASPHEMIES? IF THEY WILL NOT REPENT AND REFORM, THIS IS EVIDENTLY THE BEST THING THAT THEY COULD DO. 
7. THE SAYING OF THE APOSTLE, THAT "TO THE PURE ALL THINGS ARE PURE," AND THAT "EVERY CREATURE OF GOD IS GOOD," IS NOT OPPOSED TO THE PROHIBITIONS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT; AND THE EXPLANATION, IF THEY CAN UNDERSTAND IT, IS THIS. THE APOSTLE SPEAKS OF THE NATURES OF THE THINGS, WHILE THE OLD TESTAMENT CALLS SOME ANIMALS UNCLEAN, NOT IN THEIR NATURE, BUT SYMBOLICALLY, ON ACCOUNT OF THE PREFIGURATIVE CHARACTER OF THAT DISPENSATION. FOR INSTANCE, A PIG AND A LAMB ARE BOTH CLEAN IN THEIR NATURE, FOR EVERY CREATURE OF GOD IS GOOD; BUT SYMBOLICALLY, A LAMB IS CLEAN, AND A PIG UNCLEAN. SO, THE WORDS WISE AND FOOL ARE BOTH CLEAN IN THEIR NATURE, AS WORDS COMPOSED OF LETTERS BUT FOOL MAY BE CALLED SYMBOLICALLY UNCLEAN, BECAUSE IT MEANS AN UNCLEAN THING. PERHAPS A PIG IS THE SAME AMONG SYMBOLS AS A FOOL IS AMONG REAL THINGS. THE ANIMAL, AND THE FOUR LETTERS WHICH COMPOSE THE WORD, MAY MEAN THE SAME THING. NO DOUBT THE ANIMAL IS PRONOUNCED UNCLEAN BY THE LAW, BECAUSE IT DOES NOT CHEW THE CUD; WHICH IS NOT A FAULT BUT ITS NATURE. BUT THE MEN OF WHOM THIS ANIMAL IS A SYMBOL ARE UNCLEAN, NOT BY NATURE, BUT FROM THEIR OWN FAULT; BECAUSE, THOUGH THEY GLADLY HEAR THE WORDS OF WISDOM, THEY NEVER REFLECT ON THEM AFTERWARDS. FOR TO RECALL, IN QUIET REPOSE, SOME USEFUL INSTRUCTION FROM THE STOMACH OF MEMORY TO THE MOUTH OF REFLECTION, IS A KIND OF SPIRITUAL RUMINATION. THE ANIMALS ABOVE MENTIONED ARE A SYMBOL OF THOSE PEOPLE WHO DO NOT DO THIS. AND THE PROHIBITION OF THE FLESH OF THESE ANIMALS IS A WARNING AGAINST THIS FAULT. ANOTHER PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE SPEAKS OF THE PRECIOUS TREASURE OF WISDOM, AND DESCRIBES RUMINATING AS CLEAN, AND NOT RUMINATING AS UNCLEAN: "A PRECIOUS TREASURE RESTS IN THE MOUTH OF A WISE MAN; BUT A FOOLISH MAN SWALLOWS IT UP."(1) SYMBOLS OF THIS KIND, EITHER IN WORDS OR IN THINGS, GIVE USEFUL AND PLEASANT EXERCISE TO INTELLIGENT MINDS IN THE WAY OF INQUIRY AND COMPARISON. BUT FORMERLY PEOPLE WERE REQUIRED NOT ONLY TO HEAR, BUT TO PRACTICE MANY SUCH THINGS. FOR AT THAT TIME IT WAS NECESSARY THAT, BY DEEDS AS WELL AS BY WORDS, THOSE THINGS SHOULD BE FORESHADOWED WHICH WERE IN AFTER TIMES TO BE REVEALED. AFTER THE REVELATION BY CHRIST AND IN CHRIST, THE COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS IS NOT BURDENED WITH THE PRACTICE OF THE OBSERVANCES, BUT IS ADMONISHED TO GIVE HEED TO THE PROPHECY. THIS IS OUR REASON FOR ACCOUNTING NO ANIMALS UNCLEAN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SAYING OF THE LORD AND OF THE APOSTLE, WHILE WE ARE NOT OPPOSED TO THE OLD TESTAMENT, WHERE SOME ANIMALS ARE PRONOUNCED UNCLEAN. NOW LET US HEAR WHY YOU CONSIDER ALL ANIMAL FOOD UNCLEAN. 
8. ONE OF YOUR FALSE DOCTRINES IS, THAT FLESH IS UNCLEAN ON ACCOUNT OF MIXTURE WITH THE RACE OF DARKNESS. BUT THIS WOULD MAKE NOT ONLY FLESH UNCLEAN, BUT YOUR GOD HIMSELF, IN THAT PART WHICH HE SENT TO BECOME SUBJECT TO ABSORPTION AND CONTAMINATION, IN ORDER THAT THE ENEMY MIGHT BE CONQUERED AND TAKEN CAPTIVE. BESIDES, ON ACCOUNT OF THIS MIXTURE, ALL THAT YOU EAT MUST BE UNCLEAN. BUT YOU SAY FLESH IS ESPECIALLY UNCLEAN. IT REQUIRES PATIENCE TO LISTEN TO ALL THEIR ABSURD REASONS FOR THIS PECULIAR IMPURITY OF FLESH. I WILL MENTION ONLY WHAT WILL SUFFICE TO SHOW THE INVETERATE FOLLY OF THESE CRITICS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, WHO, WHILE THEY DENOUNCE FLESH, SAVOR ONLY FLESHLY THINGS, AND HAVE NO SORT OF SPIRITUAL PERCEPTION. AND A LENGTHY DISCUSSION OF THIS QUESTION MAY PERHAPS ENABLE US TO DISPENSE WITH SAYING MUCH ON SOME OTHER POINTS. THE FOLLOWING, THEN, IS AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR VAIN DELUSIONS IN THIS MATTER: IN THAT BATTLE, WHEN THE FIRST MAN ENSNARED THE RACE OF DARKNESS BY DECEITFUL ELEMENTS, PRINCES OF BOTH SEXES BELONGING TO THIS RACE WERE TAKEN. BY MEANS OF THESE PRINCES THE WORLD WAS CONSTRUCTED; AND AMONG THOSE USED IN THE FORMATION OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES, WERE SOME PREGNANT FEMALES. WHEN THE SKY BEGAN TO ROTATE, THE RAPID CIRCULAR MOTION MADE THESE FEMALES GIVE BIRTH TO ABORTIONS, WHICH, BEING OF BOTH SEXES, FELL ON THE EARTH, AND LIVED, AND GREW, AND CAME TOGETHER, AND PRODUCED OFFSPRING. HENCE SPRANG ALL ANIMAL LIFE IN EARTH, AIR, AND SEA. (2) NOW IF THE ORIGIN OF FLESH IS FROM HEAVEN, THAT IS NO REASON FOR THINKING IT ESPECIALLY UNCLEAN. INDEED, IN THIS CONSTRUCTION OF THE WORLD, THEY HOLD THAT THESE PRINCIPLES OF DARKNESS WERE ARRANGED HIGHER OR LOWER, ACCORDING TO THE GREATER OR LESS AMOUNT OF GOOD MIXED WITH THEM IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE VARIOUS PARTS OF THE WORLD. SO, FLESH OUGHT TO BE CLEANER THAN VEGETABLES WHICH COME OUT OF THE EARTH, FOR IT COMES FROM HEAVEN. AND HOW IRRATIONAL TO SUPPOSE THAT THE ABORTIONS, BEFORE BECOMING ANIMATE, WERE SO LIVELY, THOUGH IN AN ABORTIVE STATE, THAT AFTER FAILING FROM THE SKY, THEY COULD LIVE AND MULTIPLY; WHEREAS, AFTER BECOMING ANIMATE, THEY DIE IF BROUGHT FORTH PREMATURELY, AND A FALL FROM A VERY MODERATE HEIGHT IS ENOUGH TO KILL THEM! THE KINGDOM OF LIFE IN CONTEST WITH THE KINGDOM OF DEATH OUGHT TO HAVE IMPROVED THEM, BY GIVING THEM LIFE INSTEAD OF MAKING THEM MORE PERISHABLE THAN BEFORE. IF THE PERISHABLENESS IS A CONSEQUENCE OF A CHANGE OF NATURE, IT IS WRONG TO SAY THAT THERE IS A BAD NATURE. THE CHANGE IS THE ONLY CAUSE OF THE PERISHABLENESS. BOTH NATURES ARE GOOD, THOUGH ONE IS BETTER THAN THE OTHER. WHENCE THEN COMES THE PECULIAR IMPURITY OF FLESH AS IT EXISTS IN THIS WORLD, SPRUNG, AS THEY SAY, FROM HEAVEN? THEY TELL US, INDEED, OF THE FIRST BODIES OF THESE PRINCIPLES OF DARKNESS BEING GENERATED LIKE WORMS FROM TREES OF DARKNESS; AND THE TREES, THEY SAY, ARE PRODUCED FROM THE FIVE ELEMENTS. BUT SUPPOSING THAT THE BODIES OF ANIMALS COME IN THE FIRST PLACE FROM TREES, AND AFTERWARDS FROM HEAVEN, WHY SHOULD THEY BE MORE UNCLEAN THAN THE FRUIT OF TREES? PERHAPS IT WILL BE SAID THAT WHAT REMAINS AFTER DEATH IS UNCLEAN, BECAUSE THE LIFE IS NO LONGER THERE. FOR THE SAME REASON FRUITS AND VEGETABLES MUST BE UNCLEAN, FOR THEY DIE WHEN THEY ARE PULLED OR CUT. AS WE SAW BEFORE, THE ELECT, GET OTHERS TO BRING THEIR FOOD TO THEM, THAT THEY MAY NOT BE GUILTY OF MURDER. PERHAPS, SINCE THEY SAY THAT; EVERY LIVING BEING HAS TWO SOULS, ONE OF THE, RACE OF LIGHT, AND THE OTHER OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS, THE GOOD SOUL LEAVES AT DEATH, AND THE BAD SOUL REMAINS. BUT, IN THAT CASE, THE ANIMAL WOULD BE AS MUCH ALIVE AS IT WAS IN THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS, WHEN IT HAD ONLY THE SOUL OF ITS OWN RACE, WITH WHICH IT HAD REBELLED AGAINST THE KINGDOM OF GOD. SO, SINCE BOTH SOULS LEAVE AT DEATH, WHY CALL THE FLESH UNCLEAN, AS IF ONLY THE GOOD SOUL HAD LEFT? ANY LIFE THAT REMAINS MUST BE OF BOTH KINDS; FOR SOME REMAINS OF THE MEMBERS OF GOD ARE FOUND, WE ARE TOLD, EVEN IN FILTH. THERE IS THEREFORE NO REASON FOR MAKING FLESH MORE UNCLEAN THAN FRUITS. THE TRUTH IS, THEY PRETEND TO GREAT CHASTITY IN HOLDING FLESH UNCLEAN BECAUSE IT IS GENERATED. BUT IF THE DIVINE BODY IS MORE GROSSLY SHUT IN BY FLESH, THERE IS ALL THE MORE REASON THAT THEY SHOULD LIBERATE IT BY EATING. AND THERE ARE INNUMERABLE KINDS OF WORMS NOT PRODUCED FROM SEXUAL INTERCOURSE; SOME IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF VENICE COME FROM TREES, WHICH THEY SHOULD EAT, SINCE THERE IS NOT THE SAME REASON FOR THEIR BEING UNCLEAN. BESIDES, THERE ARE THE FROGS PRODUCED BY THE EARTH AFTER A SHOWER OF RAIN. (1) LET THEM LIBERATE THE MEMBERS OF THEIR GOD FROM THESE. LET THEM REBUKE THE MISTAKE OF MANKIND IN PREFERRING FOWLS AND PIGEONS PRODUCED FROM MALES AND FEMALES TO THE PURE FROGS, DAUGHTERS OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. BY THIS THEORY, THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF DARKNESS PRODUCED FROM TREES MUST BE PURER THAN MANICHÆUS, WHO WAS PRODUCED BY GENERATION; AND HIS FOLLOWERS, FOR THE SAME REASON, MUST BE LESS PURE THAN THE LICE WHICH SPRING FROM THE PERSPIRATION OF THEIR BODIES. BUT IF EVERYTHING THAT COMES FROM FLESH IS UNCLEAN, BECAUSE THE ORIGIN OF FLESH ITSELF IS UNCLEAN, FRUITS AND VEGETABLES MUST ALSO BE UNCLEAN, BECAUSE THEY ARE MANURED WITH DUNG. AFTER THIS, WHAT BECOMES OF THE NOTION THAT FRUITS ARE CLEANER THAN FLESH? DUNG IS THE MOST UNCLEAN PRODUCT OF FLESH, AND ALSO THE MOST FERTILIZING MANURE. THEIR DOCTRINE IS, THAT THE LIFE ESCAPES IN THE MASTICATION AND DIGESTION OF THE FOOD, SO THAT ONLY A PARTICLE REMAINS IN THE EXCREMENT. HOW IS IT, THEN, THAT THIS PARTICLE OF LIFE HAS SUCH AN EFFECT ON THE GROWTH AND THE QUALITY OF YOUR FAVORITE FOOD? FLESH IS NOURISHED BY THE PRODUCTIONS OF THE EARTH, NOT BY ITS EXCREMENTS; WHILE THE EARTH IS NOURISHED BY THE EXCREMENTS OF FLESH, NOT BY ITS PRODUCTIONS. LET THEM SAY WHICH IS THE CLEANER. OR LET THEM TURN FROM BEING UNBELIEVING AND IMPURE TO WHOM NOTHING IS CLEAN, AND JOIN WITH US IN EMBRACING THE DOCTRINE OF THE APOSTLE, THAT TO THE PURE ALL THINGS ARE PURE; THAT THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S, AND THE FULLNESS THEREOF; THAT EVERY CREATURE OF GOD IS GOOD. ALL THINGS IN NATURE ARE GOOD IN THEIR OWN ORDER; AND NO ONE SINS IN USING THEM, UNLESS, BY DISOBEDIENCE TO GOD, HE TRANSGRESSES HIS OWN ORDER, AND DISTURBS THEIR ORDER BY USING THEM AMISS. 
9. THE ELDERS WHO PLEASED GOD KEPT THEIR OWN ORDER BY THEIR OBEDIENCE, IN OBSERVING, ACCORDING TO GOD'S ARRANGEMENT, WHAT WAS APPOINTED AS SUITABLE TO CERTAIN TIMES. SO, ALTHOUGH ALL ANIMALS INTENDED FOR FOOD ARE BY NATURE CLEAN, THEY ABSTAINED FROM SOME WHICH HAD THEN A SYMBOLICAL UNCLEANNESS, IN PREPARATION FOR THE FUTURE REVELATION OF THE THINGS SIGNIFIED. AND SO WITH REGARD TO UNLEAVENED BREAD AND ALL SUCH THINGS, IN WHICH THE APOSTLE SAYS THERE WAS A SHADOW OF FUTURE THINGS, NEGLECT OF THEIR OBSERVANCE UNDER THE OLD DISPENSATION, WHEN THIS OBSERVANCE WAS ENJOINED, AND WAS EMPLOYED TO PREFIGURE WHAT WAS AFTERWARDS TO BE REVEALED, WOULD HAVE BEEN AS CRIMINAL, AS IT WOULD NOW BE FOOLISH IN US, AFTER THE LIGHT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT HAS ARISEN, TO THINK THAT THESE PREDICTIVE OBSERVANCES COULD BE OF ANY USE TO US. ON THE OTHER HAND, SINCE THE OLD TESTAMENT TEACHES US THAT THE THINGS NOW REVEALED WERE SO LONG AGO PREFIGURED, THAT WE MAY BE FIRM AND FAITHFUL IN OUR ADHERENCE TO THEM, IT WOULD BE BLASPHEMY AND IMPIETY TO DISCARD THESE BOOKS, SIMPLY BECAUSE THE LORD REQUIRES OF US NOW NOT A LITERAL, BUT A SPIRITUAL AND INTELLIGENT REGARD TO THEIR CONTENTS. THEY WERE WRITTEN, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, FOR OUR ADMONITION, ON WHOM THE END OF THE WORLD IS COME. (1) "FOR WHATSOEVER THINGS WERE WRITTEN AFORETIME WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR LEARNING." (2) NOT TO EAT UNLEAVENED BREAD IN THE APPOINTED SEVEN DAYS WAS A SIN IN THE TIME OF THE OLD TESTAMENT; IN THE TIME OF THE NEW TESTAMENT IT IS NOT A SIN. BUT HAVING THE HOPE OF A FUTURE WORLD THROUGH CHRIST, WHO MAKES US ALTOGETHER NEW BY CLOTHING OUR SOULS WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS AND OUR BODIES WITH IMMORTALITY, TO BELIEVE THAT THE BONDAGE AND INFIRMITY OF OUR ORIGINAL CORRUPTION WILL PREVAIL OVER US OR OVER OUR ACTIONS, MUST CONTINUE TO BE A SIN, TILL THE SEVEN DAYS OF THE COURSE OF TIME ARE ACCOMPLISHED. IN THE TIME OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, THIS, UNDER THE DISGUISE OF A TYPE, WAS PERCEIVED BY SOME SAINTS. IN THE TIME OF THE NEW TESTAMENT IT IS FULLY DECLARED AND PUBLICLY PREACHED. (3) 
WHAT WAS THEN A PRECEPT OF SCRIPTURE IS NOW A TESTIMONY. FORMERLY, NOT TO KEEP THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES WAS A SIN, WHICH IS NOT THE CASE NOW. BUT NOT TO FORM PART OF THE BUILDING OF GOD'S TABERNACLE, WHICH IS THE CHURCH, IS ALWAYS A SIN. FORMERLY THIS WAS ACTED IN A FIGURE; NOW THE RECORD SERVES AS TESTIMONY. THE ANCIENT TABERNACLE, INDEED, WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN CALLED THE TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY, UNLESS AS AN APPROPRIATE SYMBOL IT HAD BORNE TESTIMONY TO SOME TRUTH WHICH WAS TO BE REVEALED IN ITS OWN TIME. TO PATCH LINEN GARMENTS WITH PURPLE, OR TO WEAR A GARMENT OF WOOLEN AND LINEN TOGETHER, IS NOT A SIN NOW. BUT TO LIVE INTEMPERATELY, AND TO WISH TO COMBINE OPPOSITE MODES OF LIFE, AS WHEN A WOMAN DEVOTED TO RELIGION WEARS THE ORNAMENTS OF MARRIED WOMEN, OR WHEN ONE WHO HAS NOT ABSTAINED FROM MARRIAGE DRESSES LIKE A VIRGIN [TO DECEIVE], IS ALWAYS [TEMPTING] SIN [2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15]. SO, IT IS SIN WHENEVER INCONSISTENT THINGS ARE COMBINED IN ANY MAN'S LIFE. THIS, WHICH IS NOW A MORAL TRUTH, WAS THEN SYMBOLIZED IN DRESS. WHAT WAS THEN A TYPE IS NOW REVEALED TRUTH. SO, THE SAME SCRIPTURE WHICH THEN REQUIRED SYMBOLICAL ACTIONS, NOW TESTIFIES TO THE THINGS SIGNIFIED. THE PREFIGURATIVE OBSERVANCE IS NOW A RECORD FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF OUR FAITH. FORMERLY IT WAS UNLAWFUL TO PLOUGH WITH AN OX AND AN ASS TOGETHER; NOW IT IS LAWFUL. THE APOSTLE EXPLAINS THIS WHEN HE QUOTES THE TEXT ABOUT NOT MUZZLING THE OX THAT IS TREADING OUT THE CORN. HE SAYS, "DOES GOD CARE FOR OXEN?" WHAT, THEN, HAVE WE TO DO WITH AN OBSOLETE PROHIBITION? THE APOSTLE TEACHES US IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS, "FOR OUR SAKES IT IS WRITTEN." (4) IT MUST BE IMPIETY IN US NOT TO READ WHAT WAS WRITTEN FOR OUR SAKES; FOR IT IS MORE FOR OUR SAKES, TO WHOM THE REVELATION BELONGS, THAN FOR THEIRS WHO HAD ONLY THE FIGURE. THERE IS NO HARM IN JOINING AN OX WITH AN ASS WHERE IT IS REQUIRED. BUT TO PUT A WISE MAN AND A FOOL TOGETHER, NOT THAT ONE SHOULD TEACH AND THE OTHER OBEY, BUT THAT BOTH WITH EQUAL AUTHORITY SHOULD DECLARE THE WORD OF GOD, CANNOT BE DONE WITHOUT CAUSING OFFENCE. SO, THE SAME SCRIPTURE WHICH WAS ONCE A COMMAND ENJOINING THE SHADOW IN WHICH FUTURE THINGS WERE VEILED, IS NOW AN AUTHORITATIVE WITNESS TO THE UNVEILED TRUTH. 
IN WHAT HE SAYS OF THE UNCLEANNESS OF A MAN THAT IS BALD OR HAS RED HAIR, FAUSTUS IS INACCURATE, OR THE MANUSCRIPT HE HAS USED IS INCORRECT. (3) WOULD THAT FAUSTUS, WERE NOT ASHAMED TO BEAR ON HIS FOREHEAD THE CROSS OF CHRIST, THE WANT OF WHICH IS BALDNESS, INSTEAD OF MAINTAINING THAT CHRIST, WHO SAYS, "I AM THE TRUTH," SHOWED UNREAL MARKS, AFTER HIS RESURRECTION, OF UNREAL WOUNDS! FAUSTUS SAYS HE HAS NOT LEARNED THE ART OF DECEIVING, AND SPEAKS WHAT HE THINKS. HE CANNOT THEREFORE BE A DISCIPLE OF HIS CHRIST, WHOM HE MADLY DECLARES TO HAVE SHOWN FALSE MARKS OF WOUNDS TO HIS DISCIPLES WHEN THEY DOUBTED. ARE WE TO BELIEVE FAUSTUS, NOT ONLY IN HIS OTHER ABSURDITIES, BUT ALSO WHEN HE TELLS US THAT HE DOES NOT DECEIVE US IN CALLING CHRIST A DECEIVER? IS HE BETTER THAN CHRIST? IS HE NOT A DECEIVER, WHILE CHRIST IS? OR DOES HE PROVE HIMSELF TO BE A DISCIPLE NOT OF THE TRUTHFUL CHRIST, BUT OF THE DECEIVER MANICHAEUS, BY THIS VERY FALSEHOOD, WHEN HE BOASTS THAT HE HAS NOT LEARNED THE ART OF DECEIVING? 
BOOK VII.
THE GENEALOGICAL QUESTION IS AGAIN TAKEN UP AND ARGUED ON BOTH SIDES 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: YOU ASK WHY I DO NOT BELIEVE IN THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS. THERE ARE MANY REASONS; BUT THE PRINCIPAL IS, THAT HE NEVER DECLARES WITH HIS OWN LIPS THAT HE HAD AN EARTHLY FATHER OR DESCENT, BUT ON THE CONTRARY, THAT HE IS NOT OF THIS WORLD, THAT HE CAME FORTH FROM GOD THE FATHER, THAT HE DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN, THAT HE HAS NO MOTHER OR BRETHREN EXCEPT THOSE WHO DO THE WILL OF HIS FATHER IN HEAVEN. BESIDES, THE FRAMERS OF THESE GENEALOGIES DO NOT SEEM TO HAVE KNOWN JESUS BEFORE HIS BIRTH OR SOON AFTER IT, SO AS TO HAVE THE CREDIBILITY OF EYE-WITNESSES OF WHAT THEY NARRATE. THEY BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH JESUS AS A YOUNG MAN OF ABOUT THIRTY YEARS OF AGE, IF IT IS NOT BLASPHEMY TO SPEAK OF THE AGE OF A DIVINE BEING. NOW THE QUESTION REGARDING A WITNESS IS ALWAYS WHETHER HE HAS SEEN OR HEARD WHAT HE TESTIFIES TO. BUT THE WRITERS OF THESE GENEALOGIES NEVER ASSERT THAT THEY HEARD THE ACCOUNT FROM JESUS HIMSELF, NOR EVEN THE FACT OF HIS BIRTH; NOR DID THEY SEE HIM TILL THEY CAME TO KNOW HIM AFTER HIS BAPTISM, MANY YEARS AFTER THE TIME OF HIS BIRTH. TO ME, THEREFORE, AND TO EVERY SENSIBLE MAN, IT APPEARS AS FOOLISH TO BELIEVE THIS ACCOUNT, AS IT WOULD BE TO CALL INTO COURT A BLIND AND DEAF WITNESS. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: AS REGARDS WHAT FAUSTUS CALLS HIS PRINCIPAL REASON FOR NOT RECEIVING THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS CHRIST, A COMPLETE REFUTATION IS FOUND IN THE PASSAGES FORMERLY QUOTED, WHERE CHRIST DECLARES HIMSELF TO BE THE SON OF MAN, AND IN WHAT WE HAVE SAID OF THE IDENTITY OF THE SON OF MAN WITH THE SON OF GOD: THAT IN HIS GODHEAD HE HAS NO EARTHLY DESCENT, WHILE AFTER THE FLESH HE IS OF THE SEED OF DAVID, AS THE APOSTLE TEACHES. WE ARE TO BELIEVE, THEREFORE, THAT HE CAME FORTH FROM THE FATHER, THAT HE DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN, AND ALSO THAT THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH AND DWELT AMONGST MEN. IF THE WORDS, "WHO IS MY MOTHER, AND WHO ARE MY BRETHREN?" (1) ARE QUOTED TO SHOW THAT CHRIST HAD NO EARTHLY MOTHER OR DESCENT, IT FOLLOWS THAT WE MUST BELIEVE THAT HIS DISCIPLES, WHOM HE HERE TEACHES BY HIS OWN EXAMPLE TO SET NO VALUE ON EARTHLY RELATIONSHIP, AS COMPARED WITH THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, HAD NO FATHERS, BECAUSE CHRIST SAYS TO THEM, "CALL NO MAN FATHER UPON EARTH; FOR ONE IS YOUR FATHER, EVEN GOD." (2) WHAT HE TAUGHT THEM TO DO WITH REFERENCE TO THEIR FATHERS, HE HIMSELF FIRST DID IN REFERENCE TO HIS OWN MOTHER AND BRETHREN; AS IN MANY OTHER THINGS HE CONDESCENDED TO SET US AN EXAMPLE, AND TO GO BEFORE THAT WE MIGHT FOLLOW IN HIS FOOTSTEPS. FAUSTUS' PRINCIPAL OBJECTION TO THE GENEALOGY FAILS COMPLETELY; AND AFTER THE DEFEAT OF THIS INVINCIBLE FORCE, THE REST IS EASILY ROUTED. HE SAYS THAT THE APOSTLES WHO DECLARED CHRIST TO BE THE SON OF MAN AS WELL AS THE SON OF GOD ARE NOT TO BE BELIEVED, BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT PRESENT AT THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, WHOM THEY JOINED WHEN HE HAD REACHED MANHOOD, NOR HEARD OF IT FROM CHRIST HIMSELF. WHY THEN DO THEY BELIEVE JOHN WHEN HE SAYS, "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD. THE SAME WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD. ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANYTHING MADE," (3) AND SUCH PASSAGES, WHICH THEY AGREE TO, WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING THEM? WHERE DID JOHN SEE THIS, OR DID HE EVER HEAR IT FROM THE LORD HIMSELF? IN WHATEVER WAY JOHN LEARNED THIS, THOSE WHO NARRATE THE NATIVITY MAY HAVE LEARNED ALSO. AGAIN, HOW DO THEY KNOW THAT THE LORD SAID, "WHO IS MY MOTHER, AND WHO ARE MY BRETHREN?" IF ON THE AUTHORITY OF THE EVANGELIST, WHY DO THEY NOT ALSO BELIEVE THAT THE MOTHER AND THE BRETHREN OF CHRIST WERE SEEKING FOR HIM? THEY BELIEVE THAT CHRIST SAID THESE WORDS, WHICH THEY MISUNDERSTAND, WHILE THEY DENY A FACT RESTING ON THE SAME AUTHORITY. ONCE MORE, IF MATTHEW COULD NOT KNOW THAT CHRIST WAS BORN, BECAUSE HE KNEW HIM ONLY IN HIS MANHOOD, HOW COULD MANICHAEUS, WHO LIVED SO LONG AFTER, KNOW THAT HE WAS NOT BORN? THEY WILL SAY THAT MANICHAEUS KNEW THIS FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT WHICH WAS IN HIM. CERTAINLY, THE HOLY SPIRIT WOULD MAKE HIM SPEAK THE TRUTH. BUT WHY NOT RATHER BELIEVE WHAT CHRIST'S OWN DISCIPLES TELL US, WHO WERE PERSONALLY ACQUAINTED WITH HIM, AND WHO NOT ONLY HAD THE GIFT OF INSPIRATION TO SUPPLY DEFECTS IN THEIR KNOWLEDGE, BUT IN A PURELY NATURAL WAY OBTAINED INFORMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, AND OF HIS DESCENT, WHEN THE EVENT WAS FRESH IN MEMORY? AND YET HE DARES TO CALL THE APOSTLES DEAF AND BLIND. WHY WERE YOU NOT DEAF AND BLIND, TO PREVENT YOU FROM LEARNING SUCH PROFANE NONSENSE, AND DUMB TOO, TO PREVENT YOU FROM UTTERING IT? 
BOOK VIII.
FAUSTUS MAINTAINS THAT TO HOLD TO THE OLD TESTAMENT AFTER THE GIVING OF THE NEW IS PUTTING NEW CLOTH ON AN OLD GARMENT. AUGUSTIN FURTHER EXPLAINS THE RELATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT TO THE NEW, AND REPROACHES THE MANICHAEANS WITH CARNALITY 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: ANOTHER REASON FOR NOT RECEIVING THE OLD TESTAMENT IS, THAT I AM PROVIDED WITH THE NEW; AND SCRIPTURE SAYS THAT 
OLD AND NEW DO NOT AGREE. FOR "NO ONE PUTS A PIECE OF NEW CLOTH UNTO AN OLD GARMENT, OTHERWISE THE RENT IS MADE WORSE.'' (1) TO AVOID MAKING A WORSE RENT, AS YOU HAVE DONE, I DO NOT MIX CHRISTIAN NEWNESS WITH HEBREW OLDNESS. EVERY ONE ACCOUNTS IT MEAN, WHEN A MAN HAS GOT A NEW DRESS, NOT TO GIVE THE OLD ONE TO HIS INFERIORS. SO, EVEN IF I WERE A JEW BY BIRTH, AS THE APOSTLES WERE, IT WOULD BE PROPER FOR ME, ON RECEIVING THE NEW TESTAMENT, TO DISCARD THE OLD, AS THE APOSTLES DID. AND HAVING THE ADVANTAGE OF BEING BORN FREE FROM THE YOKE OF BONDAGE, AND BEING EARLY INTRODUCED INTO THE FULL LIBERTY OF CHRIST, WHAT A FOOLISH AND UNGRATEFUL WRETCH I SHOULD BE TO PUT MYSELF AGAIN UNDER THE YOKE! THIS IS WHAT PAUL BLAMES THE GALATIANS FOR; BECAUSE, GOING BACK TO CIRCUMCISION, THEY TURNED AGAIN TO THE WEAK AND BEGGARLY ELEMENTS, WHEREUNTO THEY DESIRED AGAIN TO BE IN BONDAGE. (2) WHY SHOULD I DO WHAT I SEE ANOTHER BLAMED FOR DOING ? MY GOING INTO BONDAGE WOULD BE WORSE THAN THEIR RETURNING TO IT. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: WE HAVE ALREADY SHOWN SUFFICIENTLY WHY AND HOW WE MAINTAIN THE AUTHORITY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, NOT FOR THE IMITATION OF JEWISH BONDAGE, BUT FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN LIBERTY. IT IS NOT I, BUT THE APOSTLE, WHO SAYS, "ALL THESE THINGS HAPPENED TO THEM AS AN EXAMPLE, AND THEY WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR ADMONITION, ON WHOM THE ENDS OF THE WORLD ARE COME.''(3) WE DO NOT THEREFORE, AS BONDMEN, OBSERVE WHAT WAS ENJOINED AS PREDICTIVE OF US; BUT AS FREE, WE READ WHAT WAS WRITTEN TO CONFIRM US. SO, ANY ONE MAY SEE THAT THE APOSTLE REMONSTRATES WITH THE GALATIANS NOT FOR DEVOUTLY READING WHAT SCRIPTURE SAYS OF CIRCUMCISION, BUT FOR SUPERSTITIOUSLY DESIRING TO BE CIRCUMCISED. WE DO NOT PUT A NEW CLOTH TO AN OLD GARMENT, BUT WE ARE INSTRUCTED IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, LIKE THE HOUSEHOLDER, WHOM THE LORD DESCRIBES AS BRINGING OUT OF HIS TREASURE THINGS NEW AND OLD. (4) HE WHO PUTS A NEW CLOTH TO AN OLD GARMENT IS THE MAN WHO ATTEMPTS SPIRITUAL SELF-DENIAL BEFORE HE HAS RENOUNCED FLESHLY HOPE. EXAMINE THE PASSAGE, AND YOU WILL SEE THAT, WHEN THE LOORDWAS ASKED ABOUT FASTING, HE REPLIED, "NO MAN PUTS A NEW CLOTH TO AN OLD GARMENT." THE DISCIPLES HAD STILL A CARNAL AFFECTION FOR THE LORD; FOR THEY WERE AFRAID THAT, IF HE DIED, THEY WOULD LOSE HIM. SO, HE CALLS PETER SATAN FOR DISSUADING HIM FROM SUFFERING, BECAUSE HE UNDERSTOOD NOT THE THINGS OF GOD, BUT THE THINGS OF MEN. (5) THE FLESHLY CHARACTER OF YOUR HOPE IS EVIDENT FROM YOUR FANCIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND FROM YOUR PAYING HOMAGE AND DEVOTION TO THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, WHICH THE CARNAL EYE PERCEIVES, AS IF IT WERE AN IMAGE OF HEAVEN. SO, YOUR CARNAL MIND IS THE OLD GARMENT TO WHICH YOU JOIN YOUR FASTS. MOREOVER, IF A NEW CLOTH AND AN OLD GARMENT DO NOT AGREE, HOW DO THE MEMBERS OF YOUR GOD COME TO BE NOT ONLY JOINED OR FASTENED, BUT TO BE UNITED FAR MORE INTIMATELY BY MIXTURE AND COHERENCE TO THE PRINCIPLES OF DARKNESS? PERHAPS BOTH ARE OLD, BECAUSE BOTH ARE FALSE, AND BOTH OF THE CARNAL MIND. OR PERHAPS YOU WISH TO PROVE THAT ONE WAS NEW AND THE OTHER OLD, BY THE RENT BEING MADE WORSE, IN TEARING AWAY THE UNHAPPY PIECE OF THE KINGDOM OF LIGHT, TO BE DOOMED TO ETERNAL IMPRISONMENT IN THE MASS OF DARKNESS. SO, THIS PRETENDED ARTIST IN THE FASHIONS OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES IS FOUND STITCHING TOGETHER ABSURDITIES, AND DRESSING HIMSELF IN THE RAGS OF HIS OWN INVENTION. 
BOOK IX.
FAUSTUS ARGUES THAT IF THE APOSTLES BORN UNDER THE OLD COVENANT COULD LAWFULLY DEPART FROM IT, MUCH MORE CAN HE HAVING BEEN BORN A GENTILE. AUGUSTIN EXPLAINS THE RELATION OF JEWS AND GENTILES ALIKE TO THE GOSPEL 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: ANOTHER REASON FOR NOT RECEIVING THE OLD TESTAMENT IS, THAT IF IT WAS ALLOWABLE FOR THE APOSTLES, WHO WERE BORN UNDER IT, TO ABANDON IT, MUCH MORE MAY I, WHO WAS NOT BORN UNDER IT, BE EXCUSED FOR NOT THRUSTING MYSELF INTO IT. WE GENTILES ARE NOT BORN JEWS, NOR CHRISTIANS EITHER. OUT OF THE SAME GENTILE WORLD SOME ARE INDUCED BY THE OLD TESTAMENT TO BECOME JEWS, AND SOME BY THE NEW TESTAMENT TO BECOME CHRISTIANS. IT IS AS IF TWO TREES, A SWEET AND A BITTER, DREW FROM ONE SOIL THE SAP WHICH EACH ASSIMILATES TO ITS OWN NATURE. THE APOSTLE PASSED FROM THE BITTER TO THE SWEET; IT WOULD BE MADNESS IN ME TO CHANGE FROM THE SWEET TO THE BITTER. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: YOU SAY THAT THE APOSTLE, IN LEAVING JUDAISM, PASSED FROM THE BITTER TO THE SWEET. BUT THE APOSTLE HIMSELF SAYS THAT THE JEWS, WHO WOULD NOT BELIEVE IN CHRIST, WERE BRANCHES BROKEN OFF, AND THAT THE GENTILES, A WILD OLIVE TREE, WERE GRAFTED INTO THE GOOD OLIVE, THAT IS, THE HOLY STOCK OF THE HEBREWS, THAT THEY MIGHT PARTAKE OF THE FATNESS OF THE OLIVE. FOR, IN WARNING THE GENTILES NOT TO BE PROUD ON ACCOUNT OF THE FALL OF THE JEWS, HE SAYS: "FOR I SPEAK TO YOU GENTILES, INASMUCH AS I AM THE APOSTLE OF THE GENTILES. I MAGNIFY MY OFFICE; IF BY ANY MEANS I MAY PROVOKE TO EMULATION THEM WHICH ARE MY FLESH, AND MIGHT SAVE SOME OF THEM. FOR IF THE CASTING AWAY OF THEM BE THE RECONCILING OF THE WORLD, WHAT SHALL THE RECEIVING OF THEM BE, BUT LIFE FROM THE DEAD? FOR IF THE FIRST FRUIT BE HOLY, THE LUMP IS ALSO HOLY; AND IF THE ROOT BE HOLY, SO ARE THE BRANCHES. AND IF SOME OF THE BRANCHES ARE BROKEN OFF, AND THOU, BEING A WILD OLIVE TREE, WERE GRAFTED IN AMONG THEM, AND WITH THEM PARTAKES OF THE ROOT AND FATNESS OF THE OLIVE TREE; BOAST NOT AGAINST THE BRANCHES: BUT IF THOU BOAST, THOU BEAR NOT THE ROOT, BUT THE ROOT THEE. THOU WILT SAY THEN, THE BRANCHES WERE BROKEN OFF, THAT I MIGHT BE GRAFTED IN. WELL; BECAUSE OF UNBELIEF THEY WERE BROKEN OFF, AND THOU STAND BY FAITH. BE NOT HIGH-MINDED, BUT FEAR; FOR IF GOD SPARED NOT THE NATURAL BRANCHES, TAKE HEED LEST HE ALSO SPARE NOT THEE. BEHOLD THEREFORE THE GOODNESS AND SEVERITY OF GOD: ON THEM WHICH FELL, SEVERITY; BUT TOWARD THEE, GOODNESS, IF THOU CONTINUE IN HIS GOODNESS; OTHERWISE THOU ALSO SHALT BE CUT OFF. AND THEY ALSO, IF THEY ABIDE NOT STILL IN UNBELIEF, SHALL BE GRAFTED IN; FOR GOD IS ABLE TO GRAFT THEM IN AGAIN. FOR IF THOU WEFT CUT OUT OF THE OLIVE TREE, WHICH IS WILD BY NATURE, AND WEFT GRAFTED CONTRARY TO NATURE INTO A GOOD OLIVE TREE; HOW MUCH MORE SHALL THESE, WHICH BE THE NATURAL BRANCHES, BE GRAFTED INTO THEIR OWN OLIVE TREE? FOR I WOULD NOT, BRETHREN, THAT YE SHOULD BE IGNORANT OF THIS MYSTERY (LEST YE SHOULD BE WISE IN YOUR OWN CONCEITS), THAT BLINDNESS IN PART IS HAPPENED TO ISRAEL, UNTIL THE FULLNESS OF THE GENTILES BE COME IN; AND SO ALL ISRAEL SHALL BE SAVED."(1) IT APPEARS FROM THIS, THAT YOU, WHO DO NOT WISH TO BE GRAFTED INTO THIS ROOT, THOUGH YOU ARE NOT BROKEN OFF, LIKE THE CARNAL UNBELIEVING JEWS, REMAIN STILL IN THE BITTERNESS OF THE WILD OLIVE. YOUR WORSHIP OF THE SUN AND MOON HAS THE TRUE GENTILE FLAVOR. YOU ARE NONE THE LESS IN THE WILD OLIVE OF THE GENTILES, BECAUSE YOU HAVE ADDED THORNS OF A NEW KIND, AND WORSHIP ALONG WITH THE SUN AND MOON A FALSE CHRIST, THE FABRICATION NOT OF YOUR HANDS, BUT OF YOUR PERVERSE HEART. COME, THEN, AND BE GRAFTED INTO THE ROOT OF THE OLIVE TREE, IN HIS RETURN TO WHICH THE APOSTLE REJOICES, AFTER BY UNBELIEF HE HAD BEEN AMONG THE BROKEN BRANCHES. HE SPEAKS OF HIMSELF AS SET FREE, WHEN HE MADE THE HAPPY TRANSITION FROM JUDAISM TO CHRISTIANITY. FOR CHRIST WAS ALWAYS PREACHED IN THE OLIVE TREE, AND THOSE WHO DID NOT BELIEVE ON HIM WHEN HE CAME WERE BROKEN OFF, WHILE THOSE WHO BELIEVED WERE GRAFTED IN. THESE ARE THUS WARNED AGAINST PRIDE: "BE NOT HIGH-MINDED, BUT FEAR; FOR IF GOD SPARED NOT THE NATURAL BRANCHES, NEITHER WILL HE SPARE THEE." AND TO PREVENT DESPAIR OF THOSE BROKEN OFF, HE ADDS: "AND THEY ALSO, IF THEY ABIDE NOT STILL IN UNBELIEF, SHALL BE GRAFTED IN; FOR GOD IS ABLE TO GRAFT THEM IN AGAIN. FOR IF THOU WEFT CUT OUT OF THE OLIVE TREE, WHICH IS WILD BY NATURE, AND WERT GRAFTED CONTRARY TO NATURE INTO A GOOD OLIVE TREE, HOW MUCH MORE SHALL THESE, WHICH BE THE NATURAL BRANCHES, BE GRAFTED INTO THEIR OWN OLIVE TREE." THE APOSTLE REJOICES IN BEING DELIVERED FROM THE CONDITION OF A BROKEN BRANCH, AND IN BEING RESTORED TO THE FATNESS OF THE OLIVE TREE. SO, YOU WHO HAVE BEEN BROKEN OFF BY ERROR SHOULD RETURN AND BE GRAFTED IN AGAIN. THOSE WHO ARE STILL IN THE WILD OLIVE SHOULD SEPARATE THEMSELVES FROM ITS BARRENNESS, AND BECOME PARTAKERS OF FERTILITY. 
BOOK X.
FAUSTUS INSISTS THAT THE OLD TESTAMENT PROMISES ARE RADICALLY DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF THE NEW. AUGUSTIN ADMITS A DIFFERENCE, BUT MAINTAINS THAT THE MORAL PRECEPTS ARE THE SAME IN BOTH 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: ANOTHER REASON FOR NOT RECEIVING THE OLD TESTAMENT IS, THAT BOTH THE OLD AND THE NEW TEACH US NOT TO COVET WHAT BELONGS TO OTHERS. EVERYTHING IN THE OLD TESTAMENT IS OF THIS KIND. IT PROMISES RICHES, AND PLENTY, AND CHILDREN, AND CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, AND LONG LIFE, AND WITHAL THE LAND OF CANAAN; BUT ONLY TO THE CIRCUMCISED, THE SABBATH OBSERVERS, THOSE OFFERING SACRIFICES, AND ABSTAINING FROM SWINE'S FLESH [BUT WHAT THE LORD HAS CLEANSED CALL NOT THAT COMMON OR UNCLEAN IN ACTS 10 & 11]. NOW I, LIKE EVERY OTHER CHRISTIAN, PAY NO ATTENTION TO THESE THINGS, AS BEING TRIFLING AND USELESS FOR THE SALVATION OF THE SOUL. I CONCLUDE, THEREFORE, THAT THE PROMISES DO NOT BELONG TO ME. AND MINDFUL OF THE COMMANDMENT, THOU, SHALL NOT COVET, I GLADLY LEAVE TO THE JEWS THEIR OWN PROPERTY, AND CONTENT MYSELF WITH THE GOSPEL, AND WITH THE BRIGHT INHERITANCE OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. IF A JEW WERE TO CLAIM PART IN THE GOSPEL, I SHOULD JUSTLY REPROACH HIM WITH CLAIMING WHAT HE HAD NO RIGHT TO, BECAUSE HE DOES NOT OBEY ITS PRECEPTS. AND A JEW MIGHT SAY THE SAME TO ME IF I PROFESSED TO RECEIVE THE OLD TESTAMENT WHILE I DISREGARD ITS REQUIREMENTS. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: FAUSTUS IS NOT ASHAMED TO REPEAT THE SAME NONSENSE AGAIN AND AGAIN. BUT IT IS TIRESOME TO REPEAT THE SAME ANSWERS, THOUGH IT IS TO REPEAT TRUTH. WHAT FAUSTUS SAYS HERE HAS ALREADY BEEN ANSWERED. (1) BUT IF A JEW ASKS ME WHY I PROFESS TO BELIEVE THE OLD TESTAMENT WHILE I DO NOT OBSERVE ITS PRECEPTS, MY REPLY IS THIS: THE MORAL PRECEPTS OF THE LAW ARE OBSERVED BY CHRISTIANS; THE SYMBOLICAL PRECEPTS WERE PROPERLY OBSERVED DURING THE TIME THAT THE THINGS NOW REVEALED WERE PREFIGURED. ACCORDINGLY, THOSE OBSERVANCES, WHICH I REGARD AS NO LONGER BINDING, I STILL LOOK UPON AS A TESTIMONY, AS I DO ALSO THE CARNAL PROMISES FROM WHICH THE OLD TESTAMENT DERIVES ITS NAME. FOR ALTHOUGH THE GOSPEL TEACHES ME TO HOPE FOR ETERNAL BLESSINGS, I ALSO FIND A CONFIRMATION OF THE GOSPEL IN THOSE THINGS WHICH "HAPPENED TO THEM FOR AN EXAMPLE, AND WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR ADMONITION, ON WHOM THE ENDS OF THE WORLD ARE COME." SO MUCH FOR OUR ANSWER TO THE JEWS. AND NOW WE HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY TO THE MANICHAEANS. 
3. BY SHOWING THE WAY IN WHICH WE REGARD THE AUTHORITY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT WE HAVE ANSWERED THE JEWS, BY WHOSE QUESTION ABOUT OUR NOT OBSERVING THE PRECEPTS FAUSTUS THOUGHT WE WOULD BE PUZZLED. BUT WHAT ANSWER CAN YOU GIVE TO THE QUESTION, WHY YOU DECEIVE SIMPLE-MINDED PEOPLE BY PROFESSING TO BELIEVE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, WHILE YOU NOT ONLY DO NOT BELIEVE IT, BUT ASSAIL IT WITH ALL YOUR FORCE? IT WILL BE MORE DIFFICULT FOR YOU TO ANSWER THIS THAN IT WAS FOR US TO ANSWER THE JEWS. WE HOLD ALL THAT IS WRITTEN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT TO BE TRUE, AND ON JOINED BY GOD FOR SUITABLE TIMES. BUT IN YOUR INABILITY TO FIND A REASON FOR NOT RECEIVING WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, YOU ARE OBLIGED, AS A LAST RESOURCE, TO PRETEND THAT THE PASSAGES ARE NOT GENUINE. THIS IS THE LAST GASP OF A HERETIC IN THE CLUTCHES OF TRUTH; OR RATHER IT IS THE BREATH OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION ITSELF. FAUSTUS, HOWEVER, CONFESSES THAT THE OLD TESTAMENT AS WELL AS THE NEW TEACHES HIM NOT TO COVET. HIS OWN GOD COULD NEVER HAVE TAUGHT HIM THIS. FOR IF THIS GOD DID NOT COVET WHAT BELONGED TO ANOTHER, WHY DID HE CONSTRUCT NEW WORLDS IN THE REGION OF DARKNESS? PERHAPS THE RACE OF DARKNESS FIRST COVETED HIS KINGDOM. BUT THIS WOULD BE TO IMITATE THEIR BAD EXAMPLE. PERHAPS THE KINGDOM OF LIGHT WAS PREVIOUSLY OF SMALL EXTENT, AND WAR WAS DESIRABLE IN ORDER TO ENLARGE IT BY CONQUEST. IN THAT CASE, NO DOUBT, THERE WAS COVETOUSNESS, THOUGH THE HOSTILE RACE WAS ALLOWED TO BEGIN THE WARS TO JUSTIFY THE CONQUEST. IF THERE HAD BEEN NO SUCH DESIRE, THERE WAS NO NECESSITY TO EXTEND THE KINGDOM BEYOND ITS OLD LIMITS INTO THE REGION OF THE CONQUERED FOE. IF THE MANICHAEANS WOULD ONLY LEARN FROM THESE SCRIPTURES THE MORAL PRECEPTS, ONE OF WHICH IS, DO NOT COVET, INSTEAD OF TAKING OFFENCE AT THE SYMBOLICAL PRECEPT, THEY WOULD ACKNOWLEDGE IN MEEKNESS AND CANDOR THAT THEY SUITED THE TIME THEN PRESENT. WE DO NOT COVET WHAT BELONGS TO ANOTHER, WHEN WE READ IN THE OLD TESTAMENT WHAT "HAPPENED TO THEM FOR EXAMPLES, AND WAS WRITTEN FOR OUR ADMONITION, ON WHOM THE ENDS OF THE WORLD ARE COME." IT IS SURELY NOT COVETING WHEN A MAN READS WHAT IS WRITTEN FOR HIS BENEFIT. 
BOOK XI.
FAUSTUS QUOTES PASSAGES TO SHOW THAT THE APOSTLE PAUL ABANDONED BELIEF IN THE INCARNATION, TO WHICH HE EARLIER HELD. AUGUSTIN SHOWS THAT THE APOSTLE WAS CONSISTENT WITH HIMSELF IN THE UTTERANCES QUOTED 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: ASSUREDLY I BELIEVE THE APOSTLE. AND YET I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE SON OF GOD WAS BORN OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, (1) BECAUSE I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT GOD'S APOSTLE COULD CONTRADICT HIMSELF, AND HAVE ONE OPINION ABOUT OUR LORD AT ONE TIME, AND ANOTHER AT ANOTHER. BUT, GRANTING THAT HE WROTE THIS, SINCE YON WILL NOT HEAR OF ANYTHING BEING SPURIOUS IN HIS WRITINGS, IT IS NOT AGAINST US. FOR THIS SEEMS TO BE PAUL'S OLD BELIEF ABOUT JESUS, WHEN HE THOUGHT, LIKE EVERYBODY ELSE, THAT JESUS WAS THE SON OF DAVID. AFTERWARDS, WHEN HE LEARNED THAT THIS WAS FALSE, HE CORRECTS HIMSELF; AND IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS HE SAYS: "WE KNOW NO MAN AFTER THE FLESH; YEA, THOUGH WE HAVE KNOWN CHRIST AFTER THE FLESH, YET NOW HENCEFORTH KNOW WE HIM NO MORE." (1) OBSERVE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THESE TWO VERSES. IN ONE HE ASSERTS THAT JESUS WAS THE SON OF DAVID AFTER THE FLESH; IN THE OTHER HE SAYS THAT NOW HE KNOWS NO MAN AFTER THE FLESH. IF PAUL WROTE BOTH, IT CAN ONLY HAVE BEEN IN THE WAY I HAVE STATED. IN THE NEXT VERSE HE ADDS: "THEREFORE, IF ANY MAN BE IN CHRIST, HE IS A NEW CREATURE; OLD THINGS ARE PASSED AWAY; BEHOLD, ALL THINGS ARE BECOME NEW." THE BELIEF THAT JESUS WAS BORN OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH IS OF THIS OLD TRANSITORY KIND; WHEREAS THE FAITH WHICH KNOWS NO MAN AFTER THE FLESH IS NEW AND PERMANENT. SO, HE SAYS ELSEWHERE: "WHEN I WAS A CHILD, I SPOKE AS A CHILD, I UNDERSTOOD AS A CHILD, I THOUGHT AS A CHILD; BUT WHEN I BECAME A MAN, I PUT AWAY CHILDISH THINGS."(2) WE ARE THUS WARRANTED IN PREFERRING THE NEW AND AMENDED CONFESSION OF PAUL TO HIS OLD AND FAULTY ONE. AND IF YOU HOLD BY WHAT IS SAID IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, WHY SHOULD NOT WE HOLD BY WHAT IS SAID TO THE CORINTHIANS? BUT IT IS ONLY BY YOUR INSISTING ON THE CORRECTNESS OF THE TEXT THAT WE ARE MADE TO REPRESENT PAUL AS BUILD INS AGAIN THE THINGS WHICH HE DESTROYED, IN SPITE OF HIS OWN REPUDIATION OF SUCH PREVARICATION. IF THE VERSE IS PAUL'S, HE HAS CORRECTED HIMSELF. IF PAUL SHOULD NOT BE SUPPOSED TO HAVE WRITTEN ANYTHING REQUIRING CORRECTION, THE VERSE IS NOT HIS. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: AS I SAID A LITTLE AGO, WHEN THESE MEN ARE BESET BY CLEAR TESTIMONIES OF SCRIPTURE, AND CANNOT ESCAPE FROM THEIR GRASP, THEY DECLARE THAT THE PASSAGE IS SPURIOUS. THE DECLARATION ONLY SHOWS THEIR AVERSION TO THE TRUTH, AND THEIR OBSTINACY IN ERROR. UNABLE TO ANSWER THESE STATEMENTS OF SCRIPTURE, THEY DENY THEIR GENUINENESS. BUT IF THIS ANSWER IS ADMITTED, OR ALLOWED TO HAVE ANY WEIGHT, IT WILL BE USELESS TO QUOTE ANY BOOK OR ANY PASSAGE AGAINST YOUR ERRORS. IT IS ONE THING TO REJECT THE BOOKS THEMSELVES, AND TO PROFESS NO REGARD FOR THEIR AUTHORITY, AS THE PAGANS REJECT OUR SCRIPTURES, AND THE JEWS THE NEW TESTAMENT, AND AS WE REJECT ANY BOOKS PECULIAR TO YOUR SECT, OR ANY OTHER HERETICAL SECT, AND ALSO THE APOCRYPHAL BOOKS, WHICH ARE SO CALLED, NOT BECAUSE OF ANY MYSTERIOUS REGARD PAID TO THEM, BUT BECAUSE THEY ARE MYSTERIOUS IN THEIR ORIGIN, AND IN THE ABSENCE OF CLEAR EVIDENCE, HAVE ONLY SOME OBSCURE PRESUMPTION TO REST UPON; AND IT IS ANOTHER THING TO SAY, THIS HOLY MAN WROTE ONLY THE TRUTH, AND THIS IS HIS EPISTLE, BUT SOME VERSES ARE HIS, AND SOME ARE NOT. AND THEN, WHEN YOU ARE ASKED FOR A PROOF, INSTEAD OF REFERRING TO MORE CORRECT OR MORE ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS, OR TO A GREATER NUMBER, OR TO THE ORIGINAL TEXT, YOUR REPLY IS, THIS VERSE IS HIS, BECAUSE IT MAKES FOR ME; AND THIS IS NOT HIS, BECAUSE IT IS AGAINST ME. ARE YOU, THEN, THE RULE OF TRUTH? CAN NOTHING BE TRUE THAT IS AGAINST YOU? BUT WHAT ANSWER COULD YOU GIVE TO AN OPPONENT AS INSANE AS YOURSELF, IF HE CONFRONTS YOU BY SAYING, THE PASSAGE IN YOUR FAVOR IS SPURIOUS, AND THAT AGAINST YOU IS GENUINE? PERHAPS YOU WILL PRODUCE A BOOK, ALL OF WHICH CAN BE EXPLAINED SO AS TO SUPPORT YOU. THEN, INSTEAD OF REJECTING A PASSAGE, HE WILL REPLY BY CONDEMNING THE WHOLE BOOK AS SPURIOUS. YOU HAVE NO RESOURCE AGAINST SUCH AN OPPONENT. FOR ALL THE TESTIMONY YOU CAN BRING IN FAVOR OF YOUR BOOK FROM ANTIQUITY OR TRADITION WILL AVAIL NOTHING. IN THIS RESPECT THE TESTIMONY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IS CONSPICUOUS, AS SUPPORTED BY A SUCCESSION OF BISHOPS FROM THE ORIGINAL SEATS OF THE APOSTLES UP TO THE PRESENT TIME, AND BY THE CONSENT OF SO MANY NATIONS. ACCORDINGLY, SHOULD THERE BE A QUESTION ABOUT THE TEXT OF SOME PASSAGE, AS THERE ARE A FEW PASSAGES WITH VARIOUS READINGS WELL KNOWN TO STUDENTS OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, WE SHOULD FIRST CONSULT THE MANUSCRIPTS OF THE COUNTRY WHERE THE RELIGION WAS FIRST TAUGHT; AND IF THESE STILL VARIED, WE SHOULD TAKE THE TEXT OF THE GREATER NUMBER, OR OF THE MORE ANCIENT. AND IF ANY UNCERTAINTY REMAINED, WE SHOULD CONSULT THE ORIGINAL TEXT. THIS IS THE METHOD EMPLOYED BY THOSE WHO, IN ANY QUESTION ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES, DO NOT LOSE SIGHT OF THE REGARD DUE TO THEIR AUTHORITY, AND INQUIRE WITH THE VIEW OF GAINING INFORMATION, NOT OF RAISING DISPUTES. (3) 
3. AS REGARDS THE PASSAGE FROM PAUL'S EPISTLE WHICH TEACHES, IN OPPOSITION TO YOUR HERESY, THAT THE SON OF GOD WAS BORN OF THE SEED OF DAVID, IT IS FOUND IN ALL MANUSCRIPTS BOTH NEW AND OLD OF ALL CHURCHES, AND IN ALL LANGUAGES. SO, THE PROFESSION WHICH FAUSTUS MAKES OF BELIEVING THE APOSTLE IS HYPOCRITICAL. INSTEAD OF SAYING, "ASSUREDLY I BELIEVE," HE SHOULD HAVE SAID, ASSUREDLY I DO NOT BELIEVE, AS HE WOULD HAVE SAID IF HE HAD NOT WISHED TO DECEIVE PEOPLE. WHAT PART OF HIS BELIEF DOES HE GET FROM THE APOSTLE? NOT THE FIRST MAN, OF WHOM THE APOSTLE SAYS THAT HE IS OF THE EARTH, EARTHY; AND AGAIN, "THE FIRST MAN ADAM WAS MADE A LIVING SOUL." FAUSTUS' FIRST MAN IS NEITHER OF THE EARTH, EARTHY, NOR MADE A LIVING SOUL, BUT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD, AND THE SAME IN ESSENCE AS GOD; AND THIS BEING IS SAID TO HAVE MIXED UP WITH THE RACE OF DARKNESS HIS MEMBERS, OR VESTURE, OR WEAPONS, THAT IS, THE FIVE ELEMENTS, WHICH ALSO ARE PART OF THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD, SO THAT THEY BECAME SUBJECT TO CONFINEMENT AND POLLUTION. NOR DOES FAUSTUS GET FROM PAUL HIS SECOND MAN, OF WHOM PAUL SAYS THAT HE IS FROM HEAVEN, AND THAT HE IS THE LAST ADAM, AND A QUICKENING SPIRIT; AND ALSO THAT HE WAS BORN OF THE SEED OF DAVID AFTER THE FLESH, THAT HE WAS MADE OF A WOMAN, MADE UNDER THE LAW, THAT HE MIGHT REDEEM THEM THAT WERE UNDER THE LAW.(1) OF HIM PAUL SAYS TO TIMOTHY: "REMEMBER THAT JESUS CHRIST, OF THE SEED OF DAVID, WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD, ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL."' AND THIS RESURRECTION HE QUOTES AS AN EXAMPLE OF OUR RESURRECTION: "I DELIVERED UNTO YOU FIRST OF ALL THAT WHICH I ALSO RECEIVED, HOW THAT CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS, ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES; AND THAT HE WAS BURIED, AND THAT HE ROSE AGAIN THE THIRD DAY, ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES." AND A LITTLE FURTHER ON HE DRAWS AN INFERENCE FROM THIS DOCTRINE: "NOW, IF CHRIST BE PREACHED THAT HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD, HOW SAY SOME AMONG YOU THAT THERE IS NO RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD?"(3) OUR PROFESSED BELIEVER IN PAUL BELIEVES NOTHING OF ALL THIS. HE DENIES THAT JESUS WAS BORN OF THE SEED OF DAVID, THAT HE WAS MADE OF A WOMAN (BY THE WORD WOMAN IS NOT MEANT A WIFE IN THE COMMON SENSE OF THE WORD, BUT MERELY ONE OF THE FEMALE SEX, AS IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS, WHERE IT IS SAID THAT GOD MADE A WOMAN BEFORE SHE WAS BROUGHT TO ADAM(4)); HE DENIES HIS DEATH, HIS BURIAL, AND HIS RESURRECTION. HE HOLDS THAT CHRIST HAD NOT A MORTAL BODY, AND THEREFORE COULD NOT REALLY DIE; AND THAT THE MARKS OF HIS WOUNDS WHICH HE SHOWED TO HIS DISCIPLES WHEN HE APPEARED TO THEM ALIVE AFTER HIS RESURRECTION, WHICH PAUL ALSO MENTIONS, (5) WERE NOT REAL. HE DENIES, TOO, THAT OUR MORTAL BODY WILL BE RAISED AGAIN, CHANGED INTO A SPIRITUAL BODY; AS PAUL TEACHES: "IT IS SOWN A NATURAL BODY, IT IS RAISED A SPIRITUAL BODY." TO ILLUSTRATE THIS DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE NATURAL AND THE SPIRITUAL BODY, THE APOSTLE ADDS WHAT I HAVE QUOTED ALREADY ABOUT THE FIRST AND THE LAST ADAM. THEN HE GOES ON: "BUT THIS I SAY, BRETHREN, THAT FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD." AND TO EXPLAIN WHAT HE MEANS BY FLESH AND BLOOD, THAT IT IS NOT THE BODILY SUBSTANCE, BUT CORRUPTION, WHICH WILL NOT ENTER INTO THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST, HE IMMEDIATELY SAYS, "NEITHER SHALL CORRUPTION INHERIT INCORRUPTION." AND IN CASE ANY ONE SHOULD STILL SUPPOSE THAT IT IS NOT WHAT IS BURIED THAT IS TO RISE AGAIN, BUT THAT IT IS AS IF ONE GARMENT WERE LAID ASIDE AND A BETTER TAKEN INSTEAD, HE PROCEEDS TO SHOW DISTINCTLY THAT THE SAME BODY WILL BE CHANGED FOR THE BETTER, AS THE GARMENTS OF CHRIST ON THE MOUNT WERE NOT DISPLACED, BUT TRANSFIGURED: "BEHOLD, I SHOW YOU A MYSTERY; WE SHALL NOT ALL BE CHANGED, BUT WE SHALL ALL RISE.'' (6) THEN HE SHOWS WHO ARE TO BE CHANGED: "IN A MOMENT, IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE, AT THE LAST TRUMPET: FOR THE TRUMPET SHALL SOUND, AND THE DEAD SHALL RISE INCORRUPTIBLE, AND WE SHALL BE CHANGED." AND IF IT SHOULD BE SAID THAT IT IS NOT AS REGARDS OUR MORTAL AND CORRUPTIBLE BODY, BUT AS REGARDS OUR SOUL, THAT WE ARE TO BE CHANGED, IT SHOULD BE OBSERVED THAT THE APOSTLE IS NOT SPEAKING OF THE SOUL, BUT OF THE BODY, AS IS EVIDENT FROM THE QUESTION HE STARTS WITH: "BUT SOME ONE WILL SAY, HOW ARE THE DEAD RAISED, AND WITH WHAT BODY DO THEY COME?" SO ALSO, IN THE CONCLUSION OF HIS ARGUMENT, HE LEAVES NO DOUBT OF WHAT HE IS SPEAKING: "THIS CORRUPTIBLE MUST PUT ON INCORRUPTION, AND THIS MORTAL MUST PUT ON IMMORTALITY."(7) FAUSTUS DENIES THIS; AND THE GOD WHOM PAUL DECLARES TO BE "IMMORTAL, INCORRUPTIBLE, TO WHOM ALONE IS GLORY AND HONOR,"(8) HE MAKES CORRUPTIBLE. FOR IN THIS MONSTROUS AND HORRIBLE FICTION OF THEIRS, THE SUBSTANCE AND NATURE OF GOD WAS IN DANGER OF BEING WHOLLY CORRUPTED BY THE RACE OF DARKNESS, AND TO SAVE THE REST PART ACTUALLY WAS CORRUPTED. AND TO CROWN ALL THIS, HE TRIES TO DECEIVE THE IGNORANT WHO ARE NOT LEARNED IN THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, BY MAKING THIS PROFESSION: I ASSUREDLY BELIEVE THE APOSTLE PAUL; WHEN HE OUGHT TO HAVE SAID, I ASSUREDLY DO NOT BELIEVE. 
4. BUT FAUSTUS HAS A PROOF TO SHOW THAT PAUL CHANGED HIS MIND, AND, IN WRITING TO THE CORINTHIANS, CORRECTED WHAT HE HAD WRITTEN TO THE ROMANS; OR ELSE THAT HE NEVER WROTE THE PASSAGE WHICH APPEARS AS HIS, ABOUT JESUS CHRIST BEING BORN OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH. AND WHAT IS THIS PROOF? IF THE PASSAGE, HE SAYS, IN THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS IS TRUE, "THE SON OF GOD, WHO WAS MADE OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH," WHAT HE SAYS TO THE CORINTHIANS CANNOT BE TRUE, "HENCEFORTH KNOW WE NO MAN AFTER THE FLESH; YEA, THOUGH WE HAVE KNOWN CHRIST AFTER THE FLESH, YET NOW HENCEFORTH KNOW WE HIM NO MORE." WE MUST THEREFORE SHOW THAT BOTH THESE PASSAGES ARE TRUE, AND NOT OPPOSED TO ONE ANOTHER. THE AGREEMENT OF THE MANUSCRIPTS PROVES BOTH TO BE GENUINE. IN SOME LATIN VERSIONS THE WORD "BORN"(1) IS USED INSTEAD OF "MADE,"(2) WHICH IS NOT SO LITERAL A RENDERING, BUT GIVES THE SAME MEANING. FOR BOTH THESE TRANSLATIONS, AS WELL AS THE ORIGINAL, TEACH THAT CHRIST WAS OF THE SEED OF DAVID AFTER THE FLESH. WE MUST NOT FOR A MOMENT SUPPOSE THAT PAUL CORRECTED HIMSELF ON ACCOUNT OF A CHANGE OF OPINION. FAUSTUS HIMSELF FELT THE IMPROPRIETY AND IMPIETY OF SUCH AN EXPLANATION, AND PREFERRED TO SAY THAT THE PASSAGE WAS SPURIOUS, INSTEAD OF THAT PAUL WAS MISTAKEN. 
5. AS REGARDS OUR WRITINGS, WHICH ARE NOT A RULE OF FAITH OR PRACTICE, BUT ONLY A HELP TO EDIFICATION, WE MAY SUPPOSE THAT THEY CONTAIN SOME THINGS FALLING SHORT OF THE TRUTH IN OBSCURE AND RECONDITE MATTERS, AND THAT THESE MISTAKES MAY OR MAY NOT BE CORRECTED IN SUBSEQUENT TREATISES. FOR WE ARE OF THOSE OF WHOM THE APOSTLE SAYS: "AND IF YE BE OTHERWISE MINDED, GOD SHALL REVEAL EVEN THIS UNTO YOU."(3) SUCH WRITINGS ARE READ WITH THE RIGHT OF JUDGMENT, AND WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATION TO BELIEVE. IN ORDER TO LEAVE ROOM FOR SUCH PROFITABLE DISCUSSIONS OF DIFFICULT QUESTIONS, THERE IS A DISTINCT BOUNDARY LINE SEPARATING ALL PRODUCTIONS SUBSEQUENT TO APOSTOLIC TIMES FROM THE AUTHORITATIVE CANONICAL BOOKS OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS. THE AUTHORITY OF THESE BOOKS HAS COME DOWN TO US FROM THE APOSTLES THROUGH THE SUCCESSIONS OF BISHOPS AND THE EXTENSION OF THE CHURCH, AND, FROM A POSITION OF LOFTY SUPREMACY, CLAIMS THE SUBMISSION OF EVERY FAITHFUL AND PIOUS MIND. IF WE ARE PERPLEXED BY AN APPARENT CONTRADICTION IN SCRIPTURE, IT IS NOT ALLOWABLE TO SAY, THE AUTHOR OF THIS BOOK IS MISTAKEN; BUT EITHER THE MANUSCRIPT IS FAULTY, OR THE TRANSLATION IS WRONG, OR YOU HAVE NOT UNDERSTOOD. IN THE INNUMERABLE BOOKS THAT HAVE BEEN WRITTEN LATTERLY WE MAY SOMETIMES FIND THE SAME TRUTH AS IN SCRIPTURE, BUT THERE IS NOT THE SAME AUTHORITY. SCRIPTURE HAS A SACREDNESS PECULIAR TO ITSELF. IN OTHER BOOKS THE READER MAY FORM HIS OWN OPINION, AND PERHAPS, FROM NOT UNDERSTANDING THE WRITER, MAY DIFFER FROM HIM, AND MAY PRONOUNCE IN FAVOR OF WHAT PLEASES HIM, OR AGAINST WHAT HE DISLIKES. IN SUCH CASES, A MAN IS AT LIBERTY TO WITHHOLD HIS BELIEF, UNLESS THERE IS SOME CLEAR DEMONSTRATION OR SOME CANONICAL AUTHORITY TO SHOW THAT THE DOCTRINE OR STATEMENT EITHER MUST OR MAY BE TRUE. BUT IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE DISTINCTIVE PECULIARITY OF THE SACRED WRITINGS, WE ARE BOUND TO RECEIVE AS TRUE WHATEVER THE CANON SHOWS TO HAVE BEEN SAID BY EVEN ONE PROPHET, OR APOSTLE, OR EVANGELIST. OTHERWISE, NOT A SINGLE PAGE WILL BE LEFT FOR TIME GUIDANCE OF HUMAN FALLIBILITY, IF CONTEMPT FOR THE WHOLESOME AUTHORITY OF THE CANONICAL BOOKS EITHER PUTS AN END TO THAT AUTHORITY ALTOGETHER, OR INVOLVES IT IN HOPELESS CONFUSION. (4) 
6. WITH REGARD, THEN, TO THIS APPARENT CONTRADICTION BETWEEN THE PASSAGE WHICH SPEAKS OF THE SON OF GOD BEING OF THE SEED OF DAVID, TO THE WORDS, "THOUGH WE HAVE KNOWN CHRIST AFTER THE FLESH, YET NOW HENCEFORTH KNOW WE HIM NO MORE, EVEN THOUGH BOTH QUOTATIONS WERE NOT FROM THE WRITINGS OF ONE APOSTLE,--THOUGH ONE WERE FROM PAUL, AND THE OTHER FROM PETER, OR ISAIAH, OR ANY OTHER APOSTLE OR PROPHET,--SUCH IS THE EQUALITY OF CANONICAL AUTHORITY, THAT IT WOULD NOT BE ALLOWABLE TO DOUBT OF EITHER. FOR THE UTTERANCES OF SCRIPTURE, HARMONIOUS AS IF FROM THE MOUTH OF ONE MAN, COMMEND THEMSELVES TO THE BELIEF OF THE MOST ACCURATE AND CLEAR-SIGHTED PIETY, AND DEMAND FOR THEIR DISCOVERY AND CONFIRMATION THE CALMEST INTELLIGENCE AND THE MOST INGENIOUS RESEARCH. IN THE CASE BEFORE US BOTH QUOTATIONS ARE FROM THE CANONICAL, THAT IS, THE GENUINE EPISTLES OF PAUL. WE CANNOT SAY THAT THE MANUSCRIPT IS FAULTY, FOR THE BEST LATIN TRANSLATIONS SUBSTANTIALLY AGREE; OR THAT THE TRANSLATIONS ARE WRONG, FOR THE BEST TEXTS HAVE THE SAME READING. SO THAT, IF ANY ONE IS PERPLEXED BY THE APPARENT CONTRADICTION, THE ONLY CONCLUSION IS THAT HE DOES NOT UNDERSTAND. ACCORDINGLY, IT REMAINS FOR ME TO EXPLAIN HOW BOTH PASSAGES, INSTEAD OF BEING CONTRADICTORY, MAY BE HARMONIZED BY ONE RULE OF SOUND FAITH. THE PIOUS INQUIRER WILL FIND ALL PERPLEXITY REMOVED BY A CAREFUL EXAMINATION. 
7. THAT THE SON OF GOD WAS MADE MAN OF THE SEED OF DAVID, IS NOT ONLY SAID IN OTHER PLACES BY PAUL, BUT IS TAUGHT ELSEWHERE IN SACRED SCRIPTURE. AS REGARDS THE WORDS, "THOUGH WE HAVE KNOWN CHRIST AFTER THE FLESH, YET NOW HENCEFORTH KNOW WE HIM NO MORE," THE CONTEXT SHOWS WHAT IS THE APOSTLE'S MEANING. HERE, OR ELSEWHERE, HE VIEWS WITH AN ASSURED HOPE, AS IF IT WERE ALREADY PRESENT AND IN ACTUAL POSSESSION, OUR FUTURE LIFE, WHICH IS NOW FULFILLED IN OUR RISEN HEAD AND MEDIATOR, THE MAN CHRIST JESUS. THIS LIFE WILL CERTAINLY NOT BE AFTER THE FLESH, EVEN AS CHRIST'S LIFE IS NOW NOT AFTER THE FLESH. FOR BY FLESH THE APOSTLE HERE MEANS NOT THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR BODIES, IN WHICH SENSE THE LORD USED THE WORD WHEN, AFTER HIS RESURRECTION, HE SAID, "HANDLE ME, AND SEE, FOR A SPIRIT HATH NOT FLESH AND BONES, AS YE SEE ME HAVE,"(1) BUT THE CORRUPTION AND MORTALITY OF FLESH, WHICH WILL THEN NOT BE IN US, AS NOW IT IS NOT IN CHRIST. THE APOSTLE USES THE WORD FLESH IN THE SENSE OF CORRUPTION IN THE PASSAGE ABOUT THE RESURRECTION QUOTED BEFORE: "FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD, NEITHER SHALL CORRUPTION INHERIT INCORRUPTION." SO, AFTER THE EVENT DESCRIBED IN THE NEXT VERSE, "BEHOLD, I SHOW YOU A MYSTERY; WE SHALL ALL RISE, BUT WE SHALL NOT ALL BE CHANGED. IN A MOMENT, IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE, AT THE LAST TRUMP (FOR THE TRUMPET SHALL SOUND); AND THE DEAD SHALL BE RAISED INCORRUPTIBLE, AND WE SHALL BE CHANGED. FOR THIS CORRUPTIBLE MUST PUT ON INCORRUPTION, AND THIS MORTAL MUST PUT ON IMMORTALITY," (2) THEN FLESH, IN THE SENSE OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE BODY, WILL, AFTER THIS CHANGE, NO LONGER HAVE FLESH, IN THE SENSE OF THE CORRUPTION OF MORTALITY; AND YET, AS REGARDS ITS OWN NATURE, IT WILL BE THE SAME FLESH, THE SAME WHICH RISES AND WHICH IS CHANGED. WHAT THE LORD SAID AFTER HIS RESURRECTION IS TRUE, "HANDLE ME, AND SEE FOR A SPIRIT HATH NOT FLESH AND BONES, AS YE SEE ME HAVE;" AND WHAT THE APOSTLE SAYS IS TRUE, "FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD." THE FIRST IS SAID OF THE BODILY SUBSTANCE, WHICH EXISTS AS THE SUBJECT OF THE CHANGE: THE SECOND IS SAID OF THE CORRUPTION OF THE FLESH, WHICH WILL CEASE TO EXIST, FOR, AFTER ITS CHANGE, FLESH WILL NOT BE CORRUPTED. SO, "WE HAVE KNOWN CHRIST AFTER THE FLESH," THAT IS, AFTER THE MORTALITY OF FLESH, BEFORE HIS RESURRECTION; "NOW HENCEFORTH WE KNOW HIM NO MORE," BECAUSE, AS THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS, "CHRIST BEING RISEN FROM THE DEAD, DIES NO MORE, AND DEATH HATH NO MORE DOMINION OVER HIM."(3) THE WORDS, "WE HAVE KNOWN CHRIST AFTER THE FLESHY" STRICTLY SPEAKING, IMPLY THAT CHRIST WAS AFTER THE FLESH, FOR WHAT NEVER WAS CANNOT BE KNOWN. AND IT IS NOT "WE HAVE SUPPOSED," BUT "WE HAVE KNOWN." BUT NOT TO INSIST ON A WORD, IN CASE SOME ONE SHOULD SAY THAT KNOWN IS USED IN THE SENSE OF SUPPOSED, IT IS ASTONISHING, IF ONE COULD BE SURPRISED AT WANT OF SIGHT IN A BLIND MAN, THAT THESE BLIND PEOPLE DO NOT PERCEIVE THAT IF WHAT THE APOSTLE SAYS ABOUT NOT KNOWING CHRIST AFTER THE FLESH PROVES THAT CHRIST HAD NOT FLESH, THEN WHAT HE SAYS IN THE SAME PLACE OF NOT KNOWING ANY ONE HENCEFORTH AFTER THE FLESH PROVES THAT ALL THOSE HERE REFERRED TO HAD NOT FLESH. FOR WHEN HE SPEAKS OF NOT KNOWING ANY ONE, HE CANNOT INTEND TO SPEAK ONLY OF CHRIST; BUT IN HIS REALIZATION OF THE FUTURE LIFE WITH THOSE WHO ARE TO BE CHANGED AT THE RESURRECTION, HE SAYS, "HENCEFORTH WE KNOW NO MAN AFTER THE FLESH;" THAT IS, WE HAVE SUCH AN ASSURED HOPE OF OUR FUTURE INCORRUPTION AND IMMORTALITY, THAT THE THOUGHT OF IT MAKES US REJOICE EVEN NOW. SO, HE SAYS ELSEWHERE: "IF YE THEN BE RISEN WITH CHRIST, SEEK THOSE THINGS THAT ARE ABOVE, WHERE CHRIST SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD. SET YOUR AFFECTIONS UPON THINGS ABOVE, AND NOT ON THINGS ON THE EARTH." (4) IT IS TRUE WE HAVE NOT YET RISEN AS CHRIST HAS, BUT WE ARE SAID TO HAVE RISEN WITH HIM ON ACCOUNT OF THE HOPE WHICH WE HAVE IN HIM. SO, AGAIN HE SAYS: "ACCORDING TO HIS MERCY HE SAVED US, BY THE WASHING OF REGENERATION." (5) EVIDENTLY WHAT WE OBTAIN IN THE WASHING OF REGENERATION IS NOT THE SALVATION ITSELF, BUT THE HOPE OF IT. AND YET, BECAUSE THIS HOPE IS CERTAIN, WE ARE SAID TO BE SAVED, AS IF THE SALVATION WERE ALREADY BESTOWED. ELSEWHERE IT IS SAID EXPLICITLY: "WE GROAN WITHIN OURSELVES, WAITING FOR THE ADOPTION, EVEN THE REDEMPTION OF OUR BODY. FOR WE ARE SAVED BY HOPE. BUT HOPE WHICH IS SEEN IS NOT HOPE; FOR WHAT A MAN SEES, WHY DOTH HE YET, HOPE FOR? BUT IF WE HOPE FOR WHAT WE SEE NOT, THEN DO WE WITH PATIENCE WAIT FOR IT." (6) THE APOSTLE SAYS NOT, "WE ARE TO BE SAVED," BUT, "WE ARE NOW SAVED," THAT IS, IN HOPE, THOUGH NOT YET IN REALITY. AND IN THE SAME WAY IT IS IN HOPE, THOUGH NOT YET IN REALITY, THAT WE NOW KNOW NO MAN AFTER THE FLESH. THIS HOPE IS IN CHRIST, IN WHOM WHAT WE HOPE FOR AS PROMISED TO US HAS ALREADY BEEN FULFILLED. HE IS RISEN, AND DEATH HAS NO MORE DOMINION OVER HIM. THOUGH WE HAVE KNOWN HIM AFTER THE FLESH, BEFORE HIS DEATH, WHEN THERE WAS IN HIS BODY THAT MORTALITY WHICH THE APOSTLE PROPERLY CALLS FLESH, NOW HENCEFORTH KNOW WE HIM NO MORE; FOR THAT MORTAL OF HIS HAS NOW PUT ON IMMORTALITY, AND HIS FLESH, IN THE SENSE OF MORTALITY, NO LONGER EXISTS. 
8. THE CONTEXT OF THE PASSAGE CONTAINING THIS CLAUSE OF WHICH OUR ADVERSARIES MAKE SUCH A BAD USE, BRINGS OUT ITS REAL MEANING. "THE LOVE OF CHRIST," WE READ, "CONSTRAINS US, BECAUSE WE THUS JUDGE, THAT IF ONE DIED FOR ALL, THEN ALL DIED; AND HE DIED FOR ALL, THAT THEY WHICH LIVE SHOULD NOT HENCEFORTH LIVE UNTO THEMSELVES, BUT TO HIM WHO DIED FOR THEM, AND ROSE AGAIN. THEREFORE, HENCEFORTH KNOW WE NO MAN AFTER THE FLESH; AND THOUGH WE HAVE KNOWN CHRIST AFTER THE FLESH, RET NOW HENCEFORTH KNOW WE HIM NO MORE." THE WORDS, "THAT THEY WHICH LIVE SHOULD NOT HENCEFORTH LIVE UNTO THEMSELVES, BUT UNTO HIM WHO DIED FOR THEM, AND ROSE AGAIN," SHOW PLAINLY THAT THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST IS THE GROUND OF THE APOSTLE'S STATEMENT. TO LIVE NOT TO THEMSELVES, BUT TO HIM, MUST MEAN TO LIVE NOT AFTER THE FLESH, IN THE HOPE OF EARTHLY AND PERISHABLE GOODS, BUT AFTER THE SPIRIT, IN THE HOPE OF RESURRECTION, A RESURRECTION ALREADY ACCOMPLISHED IN CHRIST. OF THOSE, THEN, FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED AND ROSE AGAIN, AND WHO LIVE HENCEFORTH NOT TO THEMSELVES, BUT TO HIM, THE APOSTLE SAYS THAT HE KNOWS NO ONE AFTER THE FLESH, ON ACCOUNT OF THE HOPE OF FUTURE IMMORTALITY TO WHICH THEY WERE LOOKING FORWARD, A HOPE WHICH IN CHRIST WAS ALREADY A REALITY. SO, THOUGH HE HAS KNOWN CHRIST AFTER THE FLESH, BEFORE HIS DEATH, NOW HE KNOWS HIM NO MORE; FOR HE KNOWS THAT HE HAS RISEN, AND THAT DEATH HAS NO MORE DOMINION OVER HIM. AND BECAUSE IN CHRIST WE ALL ARE EVEN NOW IN HOPE, THOUGH NOT IN REALITY, WHAT CHRIST IS, HE ADDS: "THEREFORE IF ANY MAN BE IN CHRIST, HE IS A NEW CREATURE: OLD THINGS ARE PASSED AWAY; BEHOLD, ALL THINGS ARE BECOME NEW. AND ALL THINGS ARE OF GOD, WHO HAS RECONCILED US TO HIMSELF BY CHRIST."(1) WHAT THE NEW CREATURE --THAT IS, THE PEOPLE RENEWED BY FAITH--HOPES FOR REGARDING ITSELF, IT HAS ALREADY IN CHRIST; AND THE HOPE WILL ALSO HEREAFTER BE ACTUALLY REALIZED. AND, AS REGARDS THIS HOPE, OLD THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY, BECAUSE WE ARE NO LONGER IN THE TIMES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, EXPECTING A TEMPORAL AND CARNAL KINGDOM OF GOD; AND ALL THINGS ARE BECOME NEW, MAKING THE PROMISE OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, WHERE THERE SHALL BE NO DEATH OR CORRUPTION, THE GROUND OF OUR CONFIDENCE. BUT IN THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD IT WILL NOT BE AS A MATTER OF HOPE, BUT IN REALITY, THAT OLD THINGS SHALL PASS AWAY, WHEN THE LAST ENEMY, DEATH, SHALL BE DESTROYED; AND ALL THINGS SHALL BECOME NEW WHEN THIS CORRUPTIBLE HAS PUT ON INCORRUPTION, AND THIS MORTAL HAS PUT ON IMMORTALITY. THIS HAS ALREADY TAKEN PLACE IN CHRIST, WHOM PAUL ACCORDINGLY, IN REALITY, KNEW NO LONGER AFTER THE FLESH. BUT NOT YET IN REALITY, BUT ONLY IN HOPE, DID BE KNOW NO ONE AFTER THE FLESH OF THOSE FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED AND ROSE AGAIN. FOR, AS HE SAYS TO THE EPHESIANS, WE ARE ALREADY SAVED BY GRACE. THE WHOLE PASSAGE IS TO THE PURPOSE: "BUT GOD, WHO IS RICH IN MERCY, FOR HIS GREAT LOVE WHEREWITH HE LOVED US, EVEN WHEN WE WERE DEAD IN SINS, HATH QUICKENED US TOGETHER WITH CHRIST, BY WHOSE GRACE WE HAVE BEEN SAVED." THE WORDS, "HATH QUICKENED US TOGETHER WITH CHRIST," CORRESPOND TO WHAT HE SAID TO THE CORINTHIANS, "THAT THEY WHICH LIVE SHOULD NO LONGER LIVE TO THEMSELVES, BUT TO HIM THAT DIED FOR THEM AND ROSE AGAIN." AND IN THE WORDS, "BY WHOSE GRACE WE HAVE BEEN SAVED," HE SPEAKS OF THE THING HOPED FOR AS ALREADY ACCOMPLISHED. SO, IN THE PASSAGE QUOTED ABOVE, HE SAYS EXPLICITLY, "WE HAVE BEEN SAVED BY HOPE." AND HERE HE PROCEEDS TO SPECIFY FUTURE EVENTS AS IF ALREADY ACCOMPLISHED. "AND HAS RAISED US UP TOGETHER," HE SAYS, "AND HAS MADE US SIT TOGETHER IN HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST JESUS." CHRIST IS CERTAINLY ALREADY SEATED IN HEAVENLY PLACES, BUT WE NOT YET. BUT AS IN AN ASSURED HOPE WE ALREADY POSSESS THE FUTURE, HE SAYS THAT WE SIT IN HEAVENLY PLACES, NOT IN OURSELVES, BUT IN HIM. AND TO SHOW THAT IT IS STILL FUTURE, IN CASE IT SHOULD BE THOUGHT THAT WHAT IS SPOKEN OF AS ACCOMPLISHED IN HOPE HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED IN REALITY, HE ADDS, "THAT HE MIGHT SHOW IN THE AGES TO COME THE EXCEEDING RICHES OF HIS GRACE IN HIS KINDNESS TOWARDS US IN CHRIST JESUS.''(2) SO ALSO WE MUST UNDERSTAND THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE: "FOR WHEN WE WERE IN THE FLESH, THE MOTIONS OF SINS, WHICH WERE BY THE LAW, DID WORK IN OUR MEMBERS TO BRING FORTH FRUIT UNTO DEATH."(3) HE SAYS, "WHEN WE WERE IN THE FLESH," AS IF THEY WERE NO LONGER IN THE FLESH. HE MEANS TO SAY, WHEN WE WERE IN THE HOPE OF FLESHLY THINGS, REFERRING TO THE TIME WHEN THE LAW, WHICH CAN BE FULFILLED ONLY BY SPIRITUAL LOVE, WAS IN FORCE, IN ORDER THAT BY TRANSGRESSION THE OFFENCE MIGHT ABOUND, THAT AFTER THE REVELATION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, GRACE AND THE GIFT BY GRACE MIGHT MUCH MORE ABOUND. AND TO THE SAME EFFECT HE SAYS ELSEWHERE, "THEY WHICH ARE IN THE FLESH CANNOT PLEASE GOD;" AND THEN, TO SHOW THAT HE DOES NOT MEAN THOSE NOT YET DEAD, HE ADDS, "BUT YE ARE NOT IN THE FLESH, BUT IN THE SPIRIT." (4) THE MEANING IS, THOSE WHO ARE IN THE HOPE OF FLESHLY GOOD CANNOT PLEASE GOD; BUT YOU ARE NOT IN THE HOPE OF FLESHLY THINGS, BUT IN THE HOPE OF SPIRITUAL THINGS, THAT IS, OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, WHERE THE BODY ITSELF, WHICH NOW IS NATURAL, WILL, BY THE CHANGE IN THE RESURRECTION, BE, ACCORDING TO THE CAPACITY OF ITS NATURE, A SPIRITUAL BODY. FOR "IT IS SOWN A NATURAL BODY, IT WILL BE RAISED A SPIRITUAL BODY." IF, THEN, THE APOSTLE KNEW NO ONE AFTER THE FLESH OF THOSE WHO WERE SAID TO BE NOT IN THE FLESH, BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT IN THE HOPE OF FLESHLY THINGS, ALTHOUGH THEY STILL WERE BURDENED WITH CORRUPTIBLE AND MORTAL FLESH; HOW MUCH MORE SIGNIFICANTLY COULD HE SAY OF CHRIST THAT HE NO LONGER KNEW HIM AFTER THE FLESH, SEEING THAT IN THE BODY OF CHRIST WHAT THEY HOPED FOR HAD ALREADY BEEN ACCOMPLISHED! SURELY IT IS BETTER AND MORE REVERENTIAL TO EXAMINE THE PASSAGES OF SACRED SCRIPTURE SO AS TO DISCOVER THEIR AGREEMENT WITH ONE ANOTHER, THAN TO ACCEPT SOME AS TRUE, AND CONDEMN OTHERS AS FALSE, WHENEVER ANY DIFFICULTY OCCURS BEYOND THE POWER OF OUR WEAK INTELLECT TO SOLVE. AS TO THE APOSTLE IN HIS CHILDHOOD UNDERSTANDING AS A CHILD, THIS IS SAID MERELY AS AN ILLUSTRATION. (1) AND WHEN HE WAS A CHILD HE WAS NOT A SPIRITUAL MAN, AS HE WAS WHEN HE PRODUCED FOR THE EDIFICATION OF THE CHURCHES THOSE WRITINGS WHICH ARE NOT, AS OTHER BOOKS, MERELY A PROFITABLE STUDY, BUT WHICH AUTHORITATIVELY CLAIM OUR BELIEF AS PART OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL CANON. 
BOOK XII.
FAUSTUS DENIES THAT THE PROPHETS PREDICTED CHRIST. AUGUSTIN PROVES SUCH PREDICTION FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT, AND EXPOUNDS AT LENGTH THE PRINCIPAL TYPES OF CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: WHY DO I NOT BELIEVE THE PROPHETS? RATHER WHY DO YOU BELIEVE THEM? ON ACCOUNT, YOU WILL REPLY, OF THEIR PROPHECIES ABOUT CHRIST. FOR MY PART, I HAVE READ THE PROPHETS WITH THE MOST EAGER ATTENTION, AND HAVE FOUND NO SUCH PROPHECIES. AND SURELY IT SHOWS A WEAK FAITH NOT TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST WITHOUT PROOFS AND TESTIMONIES. INDEED, YOU YOURSELVES ARE ACCUSTOMED TO TEACH THAT CHRISTIAN FAITH IS SO SIMPLE AND ABSOLUTE AS NOT TO ADMIT OF LABORIOUS INVESTIGATIONS. WHY, THEN, SHOULD YOU DESTROY THE SIMPLICITY OF FAITH BY BUTTRESSING IT WITH EVIDENCES, AND JEWISH EVIDENCES TOO? OR IF YOU ARE CHANGING YOUR OPINION ABOUT EVIDENCES, WHAT MORE TRUSTWORTHY WITNESS COULD YOU HAVE THAN GOD HIMSELF TESTIFYING TO HIS OWN SON WHEN HE SENT HIM ON EARTH, NOT BY A PROPHET OR AN INTERPRETER, BY A VOICE IMMEDIATELY FROM HEAVEN: "THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, BELIEVE HIM?" (1) AND AGAIN, HE TESTIFIES OF HIMSELF: "I CAME FORTH FROM THE FATHER, AND AM COME INTO THE WORLD; (2) AND IN MANY SIMILAR PASSAGES. WHEN THE JEWS QUARRELED WITH THIS TESTIMONY, SAYING "THOU BEAR WITNESS OF THYSELF, THY WITNESS IS NOT TRUE," HE REPLIED: "ALTHOUGH I BEAR WITNESS OF MYSELF, MY WITNESS IS TRUE. IT IS WRITTEN IN YOUR LAW, THE WITNESS OF TWO MEN IS TRUE. I AM ONE THAT BEAR WITNESS OF MYSELF, AND THE FATHER WHO SENT ME BEARS WITNESS OF ME."(3) HE DOES NOT MENTION THE PROPHETS. AGAIN, HE APPEALS TO THE TESTIMONY OF HIS OWN WORKS, SAYING, "IF YE BELIEVE NOT ME, BELIEVE THE WORKS;" (4) NOT, "IF YE BELIEVE NOT ME, BELIEVE THE PROPHETS." ACCORDINGLY, WE REQUIRE NO TESTIMONIES CONCERNING OUR SAVIOR. ALL WE LOOK FOR IN THE PROPHETS IS PRUDENCE AND VIRTUE, AND A GOOD EXAMPLE, WHICH, YOU ARE WELL AWARE, ARE NOT TO BE FOUND IN THE JEWISH PROPHETS. THIS, NO DOUBT, EXPLAINS YOUR REFERRING ME AT ONCE TO THEIR PREDICTIONS AS A REASON FOR BELIEVING THEM, WITHOUT A WORD ABOUT THEIR ACTIONS. THIS MAY BE GOOD POLICY, BUT IT IS NOT IN HARMONY. WITH THE DECLARATION OF SCRIPTURE, THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO GATHER GRAPES FROM THORNS, OR FIGS FROM THISTLES. THIS MAY SERVE MEANWHILE AS A BRIEF AND SUFFICIENT REPLY TO THE QUESTION, WHY WE DO NOT BELIEVE THE PROPHETS. THE FACT THAT THEY DID NOT PROPHESY OF CHRIST IS ABUNDANTLY PROVED IN THE WRITINGS OF OUR FATHERS. I SHALL ONLY ADD THIS, THAT IF THE HEBREW PROPHETS KNEW AND PREACHED CHRIST, AND YET LIVED SUCH VICIOUS LIVES, WHAT PAUL SAYS OF THE WISE MEN AMONG THE GENTILES MIGHT BE APPLIED TO THEM: "THOUGH THEY KNEW GOD, THEY GLORIFIED HIM NOT AS GOD, NOR WERE THANKFUL; BUT THEY BECAME VAIN IN THEIR IMAGINATIONS, AND THEIR FOOLISH HEART WAS DARKENED." (5) YOU SEE THE KNOWLEDGE OF GREAT THINGS IS WORTH LITTLE, UNLESS THE LIFE CORRESPONDS. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: THE MEANING OF ALL THIS IS, THAT THE HEBREW PROPHETS FORETOLD NOTHING OF CHRIST, AND THAT, IF THEY DID, THEIR PREDICTIONS ARE OF NO USE TO US, AND THEY THEMSELVES DID NOT LIVE SUITABLY TO THE DIGNITY OF SUCH PROPHECIES. WE MUST THEREFORE PROVE THE FACT OF THE PROPHECIES; AND THEIR USE FOR THE TRUTH AND STEADFASTNESS OF OUR FAITH; AND THAT THE LIVES OF THE PROPHETS WERE IN HARMONY WITH THEIR WORDS. IN THIS THREEFOLD DISCUSSION, IT WOULD TAKE A LONG TIME UNDER THE FIRST HEAD TO QUOTE FROM ALL THE BOOKS THE PASSAGES IN WHICH CHRIST MAY BE SHOWN TO HAVE BEEN PREDICTED. FAUSTUS' FRIVOLITY MAY BE MET EFFECTUALLY BY THE WEIGHT OF ONE GREAT AUTHORITY. ALTHOUGH FAUSTUS DOES NOT BELIEVE THE PROPHETS, HE PROFESSES TO BELIEVE THE APOSTLES. ABOVE, AS IF TO SATISFY THE DOUBTS OF SOME OPPONENT, HE DECLARES THAT HE ASSUREDLY BELIEVES THE APOSTLE PAUL. (6) LET US THEN HEAR WHAT PAUL SAYS OF THE PROPHETS. HIS WORDS ARE: "PAUL, A SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST, CALLED TO BE AN APOSTLE, SEPARATED UNTO THE GOSPEL OF GOD, WHICH HE HAD PROMISED BEFORE BY HIS PROPHETS IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, CONCERNING HIS SON, WHO WAS MADE OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH."(1) WHAT MORE DOES FAUSTUS WISH? WILL HE MAINTAIN THAT THE APOSTLE IS SPEAKING OF SOME OTHER PROPHETS, AND NOT OF THE HEBREW PROPHETS? IN ANY CASE, THE GOSPEL SPOKEN OF AS PROMISED WAS CONCERNING THE SON OF GOD, WHO WAS MADE FOR HIM OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH: AND TO THIS GOSPEL THE APOSTLE SAYS THAT HE WAS SEPARATED. SO THAT THE MANICHÆAN HERESY IS OPPOSED TO FAITH IN THE GOSPEL, WHICH TEACHES THAT THE SON OF GOD WAS MADE OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH. BESIDES, THERE ARE MANY PASSAGES WHERE THE APOSTLE PLAINLY TESTIFIES IN BEHALF OF THE HEBREW PROPHETS, WITH AN AUTHORITY BY WHICH THE NECKS OF THESE PROUD MANICHÆANS ARE BROKEN. 
3. "I SPEAK THE TRUTH IN CHRIST," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "I LIE NOT, MY CONSCIENCE BEARING ME WITNESS IN THE HOLY GHOST, THAT I HAVE GREAT HEAVINESS AND CONTINUAL SORROW OF HEART. FOR I COULD WISH THAT MYSELF WERE ACCURSED FROM CHRIST, FOR MY BRETHREN, MY KINSMEN ACCORDING TO THE FLESH: WHO ARE ISRAELITES; TO WHOM PERTAINS THE ADOPTION, AND THE GLORY, AND THE COVENANTS, AND THE GIVING OF THE LAW, AND THE SERVICE AND THE PROMISES; WHOSE ARE THE FATHERS, AND OF WHOM, AS CONCERNING THE FLESH, CHRIST CAME, WHO IS OVER ALL, GOD BLESSED FOR EVER."(2) HERE IS THE MOST ABUNDANT AND EXPRESS TESTIMONY AND THE MOST SOLEMN COMMENDATION. THE ADOPTION HERE SPOKEN OF IS EVIDENTLY THROUGH THE SON OF GOD; AS THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE GALATIANS: "IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME, GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON, MADE OF A WOMAN, MADE UNDER THE LAW, THAT HE MIGHT REDEEM THEM THAT WERE UNDER THE LAW, THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE THE ADOPTION OF SONS." (3) AND THE GLORY SPOKEN OF IS CHIEFLY THAT OF WHICH HE SAYS IN THE SAME EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS: "WHAT ADVANTAGE HATH THE JEW? OR WHAT PROFIT IS THERE IN CIRCUMCISION? MUCH EVERY WAY: CHIEFLY, BECAUSE UNTO THEM WERE COMMITTED THE ORACLES OF GOD." (4) CAN THE MANICHÆANS TELL US OF ANY ORACLES OF GOD COMMITTED TO THE JEWS BESIDES THOSE OF THE HEBREW PROPHETS? AND WHY ARE THE COVENANTS SAID TO BELONG ESPECIALLY TO THE ISRAELITES, BUT BECAUSE NOT ONLY WAS THE OLD TESTAMENT GIVEN TO THEM, BUT ALSO THE NEW WAS PREFIGURED IN THE OLD? OUR OPPONENTS OFTEN DISPLAY MUCH IGNORANT FEROCITY IN ATTACKING THE DISPENSATION OF THE LAW GIVEN TO THE ISRAELITES, NOT UNDERSTANDING THAT GOD WISHES US TO BE NOT UNDER THE LAW, BUT UNDER GRACE. THEY ARE HERE ANSWERED BY THE APOSTLE HIMSELF, WHO, IN SPEAKING OF THE ADVANTAGES OF THE JEWS, MENTIONS THIS AS ONE, THAT THEY HAD THE GIVING OF THE LAW. IF THE LAW HAD BEEN BAD, THE APOSTLE WOULD NOT HAVE REFERRED TO IT IN PRAISE OF THE JEWS. AND IF CHRIST HAD NOT BEEN PREACHED BY THE LAW, THE LORD HIMSELF WOULD NOT HAVE SAID, "IF YE BELIEVE MOSES, YE WOULD HAVE BELIEVED ME, FOR HE WROTE OF ME;" (5) NOR WOULD HE HAVE BORNE THE TESTIMONY HE DID AFTER HIS RESURRECTION, SAYING, "ALL THINGS MUST NEEDS BE FULFILLED THAT WERE WRITTEN IN THE LAW OF MOSES, AND IN THE PROPHETS, AND IN THE PSALMS, CONCERNING ME."(6) 
4. BUT BECAUSE THE MANICHÆANS PREACH ANOTHER CHRIST, AND NOT HIM WHOM THE APOSTLES PREACHED, BUT A FALSE CHRIST OF THEIR OWN FALSE CONTRIVANCE, IN IMITATION OF WHOSE FALSEHOOD THEY THEMSELVES SPEAK LIES, THOUGH THEY MAY PERHAPS BE BELIEVED WHEN THEY ARE NOT ASHAMED TO PROFESS TO BE THE FOLLOWERS OF A DECEIVER, THAT HAS BEFALLEN THEM WHICH THE APOSTLE ASSERTS OF THE UNBELIEVING JEWS: "WHEN MOSES IS READ, A VEIL IS UPON THEIR HEART." NEITHER WILL THIS VEIL WHICH KEEPS THEM FROM UNDERSTANDING MOSES BE TAKEN AWAY FROM THEM TILL THEY TURN TO CHRIST; NOT A CHRIST OF THEIR OWN MAKING, BUT THE CHRIST OF THE HEBREW PROPHETS. FOR, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "WHEN THOU SHALT TURN TO THE LORD, THE VEIL SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY." (7) WE CANNOT WONDER THAT THEY DO NOT BELIEVE IN THE CHRIST WHO ROSE FROM THE DEAD, AND WHO SAID, "ALL THINGS MUST NEEDS BE FULFILLED WHICH WERE WRITTEN IN THE LAW OF MOSES, AND IN THE PROPHETS, AND IN THE PSALMS, CONCERNING ME;" FOR THIS CHRIST HAS HIMSELF TOLD US WHAT ABRAHAM SAID TO A HARD-HEARTED RICH MAN WHEN HE WAS IN TORMENT IN HELL, AND ASKED ABRAHAM TO SEND SOME ONE TO HIS BROTHERS TO TEACH THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT COME TOO INTO THAT PLACE OF TORMENT. ABRAHAM'S REPLY WAS: "THEY HAVE MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, LET THEM HEAR THEM." AND WHEN THE RICH MAN SAID THAT THEY WOULD NOT BELIEVE UNLESS SOME ONE ROSE FROM THE DEAD, HE RECEIVED THIS MOST TRUTHFUL ANSWER: "IF THEY HEAR NOT MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, NEITHER WILL THEY BELIEVE EVEN THOUGH ONE ROSE FROM THE DEAD.'' (8) WHEREFORE, THE MANICHÆANS WILL NOT HEAR MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, AND SO THEY DO NOT BELIEVE CHRIST, THOUGH HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD. INDEED, THEY DO NOT EVEN BELIEVE THAT CHRIST ROSE FROM THE DEAD. FOR HOW CAN THEY BELIEVE THAT HE ROSE, WHEN THEY DO NOT BELIEVE THAT HE DIED? FOR, AGAIN, HOW CAN THEY BELIEVE THAT HE DIED, WHEN THEY DENY THAT HE HAD A MORTAL BODY? 
5. BUT WE REJECT THOSE FALSE TEACHERS WHOSE CHRIST IS FALSE, OR RATHER, WHOSE CHRIST NEVER EXISTED. FOR WE HAVE A CHRIST TRUE AND TRUTHFUL, FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS, PREACHED BY THE APOSTLES, WHO IN INNUMERABLE PLACES REFER TO THE TESTIMONIES OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS IN SUPPORT OF THEIR PREACHING. PAUL, IN ONE SHORT SENTENCE, GIVES THE RIGHT VIEW OF THIS SUBJECT. "NOW," HE SAYS, "THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD WITHOUT THE LAW IS MANIFESTED, BEING WITNESSED BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS." (1) WHAT PROPHETS, IF NOT OF ISRAEL, TO WHOM, AS HE EXPRESSLY SAYS, PERTAIN THE COVENANTS, AND THE GIVING OF THE LAW, AND THE PROMISES? AND WHAT PROMISES, BUT ABOUT CHRIST? ELSEWHERE, SPEAKING OF CHRIST, HE SAYS CONCISELY: "ALL THE PROMISES OF GOD ARE IN HIM YEA." (2) PAUL TELLS ME THAT THE GIVING OF THE LAW PERTAINED TO THE ISRAELITES. HE ALSO TELLS ME THAT CHRIST IS THE END OF THE LAW FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS TO EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH. HE ALSO TELLS ME THAT ALL THE PROMISES OF GOD ARE IN CHRIST YEA. AND YOU TELL ME THAT THE PROPHETS OF ISRAEL FORETOLD NOTHING OF CHRIST. SHALL I BELIEVE THE ABSURDITIES OF MANICHAEUS RELATING A VAIN AND LONG FABLE IN OPPOSITION TO PAUL? OR SHALL I BELIEVE PAUL WHEN HE FOREWARNS US: "IF ANY MAN, PREACH TO YOU ANOTHER GOSPEL THAN THAT WHICH WE HAVE PREACHED, LET HIM BE ACCURSED?" 
6. OUR OPPONENTS MAY PERHAPS ASK US TO POINT OUT PASSAGES WHERE CHRIST IS PREDICTED BY THE PROPHETS OF ISRAEL. ONE WOULD THINK THEY MIGHT BE SATISFIED WITH THE AUTHORITY OF THE APOSTLES, WHO DECLARE THAT WHAT WE READ IN THE WRITINGS OF THE HEBREW PROPHETS WAS FULFILLED IN CHRIST, OR WITH THAT OF CHRIST HIMSELF, WHO SAYS THAT THESE THINGS WERE WRITTEN OF HIM. WHOEVER IS UNABLE TO POINT OUT THE PASSAGES SHOULD LAY THE BLAME ON HIS OWN IGNORANCE; FOR THE APOSTLES AND CHRIST AND THE SACRED SCRIPTURES ARE NOT CHARGEABLE WITH FALSEHOOD. HOWEVER, ONE INSTANCE OUT OF MANY MAY BE ADDUCED. THE APOSTLE, IN THE VERSES FOLLOWING THE PASSAGE QUOTED ABOVE, SAYS: "THE WORD OF GOD CANNOT FAIL. FOR THEY ARE NOT ALL ISRAEL WHICH ARE OF ISRAEL; NEITHER, BECAUSE THEY ARE THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, ARE THEY ALL CHILDREN: BUT, IN ISAAC SHALL THY SEED BE CALLED: THAT IS, THEY WHICH ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE FLESH, THESE ARE NOT THE CHILDREN OF GOD; BUT THE CHILDREN OF PROMISE ARE COUNTED FOR THE SEED.'' (3) WHAT CAN OUR OPPONENT, SAYS AGAINST THIS, IN VIEW OF THE DECLARATION MADE TO ABRAHAM: "IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED?" AT THE TIME WHEN THE APOSTLE GAVE THE FOLLOWING EXPOSITION OF THIS PROMISE, "TO ABRAHAM AND TO HIS SEED WERE THE PROMISES MADE. HE SAITH NOT, TO SEED, AS OF MANY, BUT AS OF ONE, TO THY SEED, WHICH IS CHRIST,'' (4) A DOUBT ON THIS POINT MIGHT THEN HAVE BEEN LESS INEXCUSABLE, FOR AT THAT TIME ALL NATIONS HAD NOT YET BELIEVED ON CHRIST, WHO IS PREACHED AS OF THE SEED OF ABRAHAM. BUT NOW THAT WE SEE THE FULFILLMENT OF WHAT WE READ IN THE ANCIENT PROPHECY,--NOW THAT ALL NATIONS ARE ACTUALLY BLESSED IN THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, TO WHOM IT WAS SAID THOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO, "IN THY SEED SHALL ALL NATIONS BE BLESSED, "--IT IS MERE OBSTINATE FOLLY TO TRY TO BRING IN ANOTHER CHRIST, NOT OF THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, OR TO HOLD THAT THERE ARE NO PREDICTIONS OF CHRIST IN THE PROPHETICAL BOOKS OF THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM. 
7. TO ENUMERATE ALL THE PASSAGES IN THE 'HEBREW PROPHETS REFERRING TO OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, WOULD EXCEED THE LIMITS OF A VOLUME, NOT TO SPEAK OF THE BRIEF REPLIES OF WHICH THIS TREATISE CONSISTS. THE WHOLE CONTENTS OF THESE SCRIPTURES ARE EITHER DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY ABOUT CHRIST. OFTEN THE REFERENCE IS ALLEGORICAL OR ENIGMATICAL, PERHAPS IN A VERBAL ALLUSION, OR IN A HISTORICAL NARRATIVE, REQUIRING DILIGENCE IN THE STUDENT, AND REWARDING HIM WITH THE PLEASURE OF DISCOVERY. OTHER PASSAGES, AGAIN, ARE PLAIN; FOR, WITHOUT THE HELP OF WHAT IS CLEAR, WE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT IS OBSCURE. AND EVEN THE FIGURATIVE PASSAGES, WHEN BROUGHT TOGETHER, WILL BE FOUND SO HARMONIOUS IN THEIR TESTIMONY TO CHRIST AS TO PUT TO SHAME THE OBTUSENESS OF THE SCEPTIC. 
8. IN THE CREATION GOD FINISHED HIS WORKS IN SIX DAYS, AND RESTED ON THE SEVENTH. THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD CONTAINS SIX PERIODS MARKED BY THE DEALINGS OF GOD WITH MEN. THE FIRST PERIOD IS FROM ADAM TO NOAH; THE SECOND, FROM NOAH TO ABRAHAM; THE THIRD, FROM ABRAHAM TO DAVID; THE FOURTH, FROM DAVID TO THE CAPTIVITY IN BABYLON; THE FIFTH, FROM THE CAPTIVITY TO THE ADVENT OF LOWLINESS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST; THE SIXTH IS NOW IN PROGRESS, AND WILL END IN THE COMING OF THE EXALTED SAVIOR TO JUDGMENT. WHAT ANSWERS TO THE SEVENTH DAY IS THE REST OF THE SAINTS, NOT IN THIS LIFE, BUT IN ANOTHER, WHERE THE RICH MAN SAW LAZARUS AT REST WHILE HE WAS TORMENTED IN HELL; WHERE THERE IS NO EVENING, BECAUSE THERE IS NO DECAY. ON THE SIXTH DAY, IN GENESIS, MAN IS FORMED AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD; IN THE SIXTH PERIOD OF THE WORLD THERE IS THE CLEAR DISCOVERY OF OUR TRANSFORMATION IN THE RENEWING OF OUR MIND, ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF HIM WHO CREATED US, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS. (1) AS A WIFE WAS MADE FOR ADAM FROM HIS SIDE WHILE HE SLEPT, THE CHURCH BECOMES THE PROPERTY OF HER DYING SAVIOR, BY THE SACRAMENT OF THE BLOOD WHICH FLOWED FROM HIS SIDE AFTER HIS DEATH. THE WOMAN MADE OUT OF HER HUSBAND'S SIDE IS CALLED EVE, OR LIFE, AND THE MOTHER OF LIVING BEINGS; AND THE LORD SAYS IN THE GOSPEL: "EXCEPT A MAN EAT MY FLESH AND DRINK MY BLOOD, HE HAS NO LIFE IN HIM." (2) THE WHOLE NARRATIVE OF GENESIS, IN THE MOST MINUTE DETAILS, IS A PROPHECY OF CHRIST AND OF THE CHURCH WITH REFERENCE EITHER TO THE GOOD CHRISTIANS OR TO THE BAD. THERE IS A SIGNIFICANCE IN THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE WHEN HE CALLS ADAM "THE FIGURE OF HIM THAT WAS TO COME;" (3) AND WHEN HE SAYS, "A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, AND SHALL CLEAVE TO HIS WIFE, AND THEY TWO SHALL BE ONE FLESH. THIS IS A GREAT MYSTERY; BUT I SPEAK CONCERNING CHRIST AND THE CHURCH." (4) THIS, POINTS MOST OBVIOUSLY TO THE WAY IN WHICH CHRIST LEFT HIS FATHER; FOR "THOUGH HE WAS IN THE FORM OF GOD, AND THOUGHT IT NOT ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL WITH GOD, HE EMPTIED HIMSELF, AND TOOK UPON HIM THE FORM OF A SERVANT." (5) AND SO, TOO, HE LEFT HIS MOTHER, THE SYNAGOGUE OF THE JEWS WHICH CLEAVED TO THE CARNALITY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, AND WAS UNITED TO THE CHURCH HIS HOLY BRIDE, THAT IN THE PEACE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT THEY TWO MIGHT BE ONE FLESH. FOR THOUGH WITH THE FATHER HE WAS GOD, BY WHOM WE WERE MADE, HE BECAME IN THE FLESH PARTAKER OF OUR NATURE, THAT WE MIGHT BECOME THE BODY OF WHICH HE IS THE HEAD. 
9. AS CAIN'S SACRIFICE OF THE FRUIT OF THE GROUND IS REJECTED, WHILE ABEL'S SACRIFICE OF HIS SHEEP AND THE FAT THEREOF IS ACCEPTED. SO THE FAITH OF THE NEW TESTAMENT PRAISING GOD IN THE HARMLESS SERVICE OF GRACE IS PREFERRED TO THE EARTHLY OBSERVANCES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. FOR THOUGH THE JEWS WERE RIGHT IN PRACTICING THESE THINGS, THEY WERE GUILTY OF UNBELIEF IN NOT DISTINGUISHING THE TIME OF THE NEW TESTAMENT WHEN CHRIST CAME, FROM THE TIME OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. GOD SAID TO CAIN, "IF THOU OFFER WELL, YET IF THOU DIVIDE NOT WELL, THOU HAST SINNED." (6) IF CAIN HAD OBEYED GOD WHEN HE SAID, "BE CONTENT, FOR TO THEE SHALL BE ITS REFERENCE, AND THOU SHALT RULE OVER IT," HE WOULD HAVE REFERRED HIS SIN TO HIMSELF, BY TAKING THE BLAME OF IT, AND CONFESSING IT TO GOD; AND SO ASSISTED BY SUPPLIES OF GRACE, HE WOULD HAVE RULED OVER HIS SIN, INSTEAD OF ACTING AS THE SERVANT OF SIN IN KILLING HIS INNOCENT BROTHER. SO ALSO THE JEWS, OF WHOM ALL THESE THINGS ARE A FIGURE, IF THEY HAD BEEN CONTENT, INSTEAD OF BEING TURBULENT, AND HAD ACKNOWLEDGED THE TIME OF SALVATION THROUGH THE PARDON OF SINS BY GRACE, AND HEARD CHRIST SAYING, "THEY THAT ARE WHOLE NEED NOT A PHYSICIAN, BUT THEY THAT ARE SICK; I CAME NOT TO CALL THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT SINNERS TO REPENTANCE;'' (7) AND, "EVERY ONE THAT COMMITS [SEXUAL] SIN IS THE SERVANT OF [SEXUAL] SIN;" AND, "IF THE SON MAKE YOU FREE, YE SHALL BE FREE INDEED," (8)--THEY WOULD IN CONFESSION HAVE REFERRED THEIR SIN TO THEMSELVES, SAYING TO THE PHYSICIAN, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE PSALM, "I SAID, LORD, BE MERCIFUL TO ME; HEAL MY SOUL, FOR I HAVE SINNED AGAINST THEE." (9) AND BEING MADE FREE BY THE HOPE OF GRACE, THEY WOULD HAVE RULED OVER SIN AS LONG AS IT CONTINUED IN THEIR MORTAL BODY. BUT NOW, BEING IGNORANT OF GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND WISHING TO ESTABLISH A RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THEIR OWN, PROUD OF THE WORKS OF THE LAW, INSTEAD OF BEING HUMBLED ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR SINS, THEY HAVE NOT BEEN CONTENT; AND IN SUBJECTION TO SIN REIGNING IN THEIR MORTAL BODY, SO AS TO MAKE THEM OBEY IT IN THE LUSTS THEREOF, THEY HAVE STUMBLED ON THE STONE OF STUMBLING, AND HAVE BEEN INFLAMED WITH HATRED AGAINST HIM WHOSE WORKS THEY GRIEVED TO SEE ACCEPTED BY GOD. THE MAN WHO WAS BORN BLIND, AND HAD BEEN MADE TO SEE, SAID TO THEM, "WE KNOW THAT GOD HEARETH NOT SINNERS; BUT IF ANY MAN, SERVE HIM, AND DO HIS WILL, HIM HE HEARETH;" (10) AS IF HE HAD SAID, GOD REGARDS NOT THE SACRIFICE OF CAIN, BUT HE REGARDS THE SACRIFICE OF ABEL. ABEL, THE YOUNGER BROTHER, IS KILLED BY THE ELDER BROTHER; CHRIST, THE HEAD OF THE YOUNGER PEOPLE, IS KILLED BY THE ELDER PEOPLE OF THE JEWS. ABEL DIES IN THE FIELD; CHRIST DIES ON CALVARY. 
10. GOD ASKS CAIN WHERE HIS BROTHER IS, NOT AS IF HE DID NOT KNOW, BUT AS A JUDGE ASKS A GUILTY CRIMINAL. CAIN REPLIES THAT HE KNOWS NOT, AND THAT HE IS NOT HIS BROTHER'S KEEPER. AND WHAT ANSWER CAN THE JEWS GIVE AT THIS DAY, WHEN WE ASK THEM WITH THE VOICE OF GOD, THAT IS, OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, ABOUT CHRIST, EXCEPT THAT THEY DO NOT KNOW THE CHRIST THAT WE SPEAK OF? CAIN'S IGNORANCE WAS PRETENDED, AND THE JEWS ARE DECEIVED IN THEIR REFUSAL OF CHRIST. MOREOVER, THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN IN A SENSE, KEEPERS OF CHRIST, IF THEY HAD BEEN WILLING TO RECEIVE AND KEEP THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. FOR THE MAN WHO KEEPS CHRIST IN HIS HEART DOES NOT ASK, LIKE CAIN, AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER? THEN GOD SAYS TO CAIN, "WHAT HAST THOU DONE? THE VOICE OF I, THY BROTHER'S BLOOD CRIES UNTO ME FROM THE GROUND." SO, THE VOICE OF GOD IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES ACCUSES THE JEWS. FOR THE BLOOD OF CHRIST HAS A LOUD VOICE ON THE EARTH, WHEN THE RESPONSIVE AMEN OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM COMES FROM ALL NATIONS. THIS IS THE VOICE OF CHRIST'S BLOOD, BECAUSE THE CLEAR VOICE OF THE FAITHFUL REDEEMED BY HIS BLOOD IS THE VOICE OF THE BLOOD ITSELF. 
11. THEN GOD SAYS TO CAIN: "THOU ART CURSED FROM THE EARTH, WHICH HATH OPENED ITS MOUTH TO RECEIVE THY BROTHER'S BLOOD AT THY HAND. FOR THOU SHALT TILL THE EARTH, AND IT SHALL NO LONGER YIELD UNTO THEE ITS STRENGTH. A MOURNER AND AN ABJECT SHALT THOU BE ON THE EARTH." IT IS NOT, CURSED IS THE EARTH, BUT, CURSED ART THOU FROM THE EARTH, WHICH HATH OPENED ITS MOUTH TO RECEIVE THY BROTHER'S BLOOD AT THY HAND. SO, THE UNBELIEVING PEOPLE OF THE JEWS IS CURSED FROM THE EARTH, THAT IS, FROM THE CHURCH, WHICH IN THE CONFESSION OF SINS HAS OPENED ITS MOUTH TO RECEIVE THE BLOOD SHED FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS BY THE HAND OF THE PEOPLE THAT WOULD NOT BE UNDER GRACE, BUT UNDER THE LAW. AND THIS MURDERER IS CURSED BY THE CHURCH; THAT IS, THE CHURCH ADMITS AND AVOWS THE CURSE PRONOUNCED BY THE APOSTLE: "WHOEVER ARE OF THE WORKS OF THE LAW ARE UNDER THE CURSE OF THE LAW.'' (1) THEN, AFTER SAYING, CURSED ART THOU FROM THE EARTH, WHICH HAS OPENED ITS MOUTH TO RECEIVE THY BROTHER'S BLOOD AT THY HAND, WHAT FOLLOWS IS NOT, FOR THOU SHALT TILL IT, BUT, THOU SHALT TILL THE EARTH, AND IT SHALL NOT YIELD TO THEE ITS STRENGTH. THE EARTH HE IS TO TILL IS NOT NECESSARILY THE SAME AS THAT WHICH OPENED ITS MOUTH TO RECEIVE HIS BROTHER'S BLOOD AT HIS HAND. FROM THIS EARTH HE IS CURSED, AND SO HE TILLS AN EARTH WHICH SHALL NO LONGER YIELD TO HIM ITS STRENGTH. THAT IS, THE CHURCH ADMITS AND AVOWS THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO BE CURSED, BECAUSE AFTER KILLING CHRIST THEY CONTINUE TO TILL THE GROUND OF AN EARTHLY CIRCUMCISION, AN EARTHLY SABBATH, AN EARTHLY PASSOVER, WHILE THE HIDDEN STRENGTH OR VIRTUE OF MAKING KNOWN CHRIST, WHICH THIS TILLING CONTAINS, IS NOT YIELDED TO THE JEWS WHILE THEY CONTINUE IN IMPIETY AND UNBELIEF, FOR IT IS REVEALED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. WHILE THEY WILL NOT TURN TO GOD, THE VEIL WHICH IS ON THEIR MINDS IN READING THE OLD TESTAMENT IS NOT TAKEN AWAY. THIS VEIL IS TAKEN AWAY ONLY BY CHRIST, WHO DOES NOT DO AWAY WITH THE READING OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, BUT WITH THE COVERING WHICH HIDES ITS VIRTUE. SO, AT THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST, THE VEIL WAS RENT IN TWAIN, THAT BY THE PASSION OF CHRIST HIDDEN MYSTERIES MIGHT BE REVEALED TO BELIEVERS WHO TURN TO HIM WITH A MOUTH OPENED IN CONFESSION TO DRINK HIS BLOOD. IN THIS WAY THE JEWISH PEOPLE, LIKE CAIN, CONTINUE TILLING THE GROUND, IN THE CARNAL OBSERVANCE OF THE LAW, WHICH DOES NOT YIELD TO THEM ITS STRENGTH, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT PERCEIVE IN IT THE GRACE OF CHRIST. SO TOO, THE FLESH OF CHRIST WAS THE GROUND FROM WHICH BY CRUCIFYING HIM THE JEWS PRODUCED OUR SALVATION, FOR HE DIED FOR OUR OFFENCES. BUT THIS GROUND DID NOT YIELD TO THEM ITS STRENGTH, FOR THEY WERE NOT JUSTIFIED BY THE VIRTUE OF HIS RESURRECTION, FOR HE AROSE AGAIN FOR OUR JUSTIFICATION. AS THE APOSTLE SAYS: "HE WAS CRUCIFIED IN WEAKNESS, BUT HE LIVES BY THE POWER OF GOD." (2) THIS IS THE POWER OF THAT GROUND WHICH IS UNKNOWN TO THE UNGODLY AND UNBELIEVING. WHEN CHRIST ROSE, HE DID NOT APPEAR TO THOSE WHO HAD CRUCIFIED HIM. SO, CAIN WAS NOT ALLOWED TO SEE THE STRENGTH OF THE GROUND WHICH HE TILLED TO SOW HIS SEED IN IT; AS GOD SAID, "THOU SHALT TILL THE GROUND, AND IT SHALL NO LONGER YIELD UNTO THEE ITS STRENGTH." 
12. ''GROANING AND TREMBLING SHALT THOU BE ON THE EARTH." HERE NO ONE CAN FAIL TO SEE THAT IN EVERY LAND WHERE THE JEWS ARE SCATTERED, THEY MOURN FOR THE LOSS OF THEIR KINGDOM, AND ARE IN TERRIFIED SUBJECTION TO THE IMMENSELY SUPERIOR NUMBER OF CHRISTIANS. SO, CAIN ANSWERED, AND SAID: "MY CASE IS WORSE, IF THOU DRIVE ME OUT THIS DAY FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND FROM THY FACE, SHALL I BE HID, AND I SHALL BE A MOURNER AND AN OUTCAST ON THE EARTH; AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERY ONE THAT FINDS ME SHALL SLAY ME." HERE HE GROANS INDEED IN TERROR, LEST AFTER LOSING HIS EARTHLY POSSESSION HE SHOULD SUFFER THE DEATH OF THE BODY. THIS HE CALLS A WORSE EASE THAN THAT OF THE GROUND NOT YIELDING TO HIM ITS STRENGTH, OR THAN THAT OF SPIRITUAL DEATH. FOR HIS MIND IS CARNAL; FOR HE THINKS LITTLE OF BEING HID FROM THE FACE OF GOD, THAT IS, OF BEING UNDER THE ANGER OF GOD, WERE IT NOT THAT HE MAY BE FOUND AND SLAIN. THIS IS THE CARNAL MIND THAT TILLS THE GROUND, BUT DOES NOT OBTAIN ITS STRENGTH. TO BE CARNALLY MINDED IS DEATH; BUT HE, IN IGNORANCE OF THIS, MOURNS FOR THE LOSS OF HIS EARTHLY POSSESSION, AND IS IN TERROR OF BODILY DEATH. BUT WHAT DOES GOD REPLY? "NOT SO," HE SAYS; "BUT WHOSOEVER SHALL KILL CAIN, VENGEANCE SHALL BE TAKEN ON HIM SEVENFOLD." THAT IS, IT IS NOT AS THOU SAY; NOT BY BODILY DEATH SHALL THE UNGODLY RACE OF CARNAL JEWS PERISH. FOR WHOEVER DESTROYS THEM IN THIS WAY SHALL SUFFER SEVENFOLD VENGEANCE, THAT IS, SHALL BRING UPON HIMSELF THE SEVENFOLD PENALTY UNDER WHICH THE JEWS LIE FOR THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST. SO, TO THE END OF THE SEVEN DAYS OF TIME, THE CONTINUED PRESERVATION OF THE JEWS WILL BE A PROOF TO BELIEVING CHRISTIANS OF THE SUBJECTION MERITED BY THOSE WHO, IN THE PRIDE OF THEIR KINGDOM, PUT THE LORD TO DEATH. 
13. "AND THE LORD GOD SET A MARK UPON CAIN, LEST ANY ONE FINDING HIM SHOULD SLAY HIM." IT IS A MOST NOTABLE FACT, THAT ALL THE NATIONS SUBJUGATED BY ROME ADOPTED THE HEATHENISH CEREMONIES OF THE ROMAN WORSHIP; WHILE THE JEWISH NATION, WHETHER UNDER PAGAN OR CHRISTIAN MONARCHS, HAS NEVER LOST THE SIGN OF THEIR LAW, BY WHICH THEY ARE DISTINGUISHED FROM ALL OTHER NATIONS AND PEOPLES. NO EMPEROR OR MONARCH WHO FINDS UNDER HIS GOVERNMENT THE PEOPLE WITH THIS MARK KILLS THEM, THAT IS, MAKES THEM CEASE TO BE JEWS, AND AS JEWS TO BE SEPARATE IN THEIR OBSERVANCES, AND UNLIKE THE REST OF THE WORLD. ONLY WHEN A JEW COMES OVER TO CHRIST, HE IS NO LONGER CAIN, NOR GOES OUT FROM THE PRESENCE OF GOD, NOR DWELLS IN THE LAND OF NOD, WHICH IS SAID TO MEAN COMMOTION. AGAINST THIS EVIL OF COMMOTION THE PSALMIST PRAYS, "SUFFER NOT MY FEET TO BE MOVED;" (1) AND AGAIN, "LET NOT THE HANDS OF THE WICKED REMOVE ME;" (2) AND, "THOSE THAT TROUBLE ME WILL REJOICE WHEN I AM MOVED:" (3) AND, "THE LORD IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, THAT I SHOULD NOT BE MOVED;'' (4) AND SO IN INNUMERABLE PLACES. THIS EVIL COMES UPON THOSE WHO LEAVE THE PRESENCE OF GOD, THAT IS, HIS LOVING-KINDNESS. THUS, THE PSALMIST SAYS, "I SAID IN MY PROSPERITY, I SHALL NEVER BE MOVED." BUT OBSERVE WHAT FOLLOWS, "LORD, BY THY FAVOR THOU HAST GIVEN STRENGTH TO MY HONOR; THOU DIDST HIDE THY FACE, AND I WAS TROUBLED;" (5) WHICH TEACHES US THAT NOT IN ITSELF, BUT BY PARTICIPATION IN THE LIGHT OF GOD, CAN ANY SOUL POSSESS BEAUTY, OR HONOR, OR STRENGTH. THE MANICHAEANS SHOULD THINK OF THIS, TO KEEP THEM FROM THE BLASPHEMY OF IDENTIFYING THEMSELVES WITH THE NATURE AND SUBSTANCE OF GOD. BUT THEY CANNOT THINK, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT CONTENT. THE SABBATH OF THE HEART THEY ARE STRANGERS TO. IF THEY WERE CONTENT, AS CAIN WAS TOLD TO BE, THEY WOULD REFER THEIR SIN TO THEMSELVES; THAT IS, THEY WOULD LAY THE BLAME ON THEMSELVES, AND NOT ON A RACE OF DARKNESS THAT NO ONE EVER HEARD OF, AND SO BY THE GRACE OF GOD THEY WOULD PREVAIL OVER THEIR SIN. BUT NOW THE MANICHAEANS, AND ALL WHO OPPOSE THE TRUTH BY THEIR VARIOUS HERESIES, LEAVE THE PRESENCE OF GOD, LIKE CAIN AND THE SCATTERED JEWS, AND INHABIT THE LAND OF COMMOTION, THAT IS, OF CARNAL DISQUIETUDE, INSTEAD OF THE ENJOYMENT OF GOD, THAT IS INSTEAD OF EDEN, WHICH IS INTERPRETED FEASTING, WHERE PARADISE WAS PLANTED. BUT NOT TO DEPART TOO MUCH FROM THE ARGUMENT OF THIS TREATISE I MUST LIMIT MYSELF TO A FEW, SHORT REMARKS UNDER THIS HEAD. 
14. OMITTING THEREFORE MANY PASSAGES IN THESE BOOKS WHERE CHRIST MAY BE FOUND, BUT WHICH REQUIRE LONGER EXPLANATION AND PROOF, ALTHOUGH THE MOST HIDDEN MEANINGS ARE THE SWEETEST, CONVINCING TESTIMONY MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE ENUMERATION OF SUCH THINGS AS THE FOLLOWING:-- THAT ENOCH, THE SEVENTH FROM ADAM, PLEASED GOD, AND WAS TRANSLATED, AS THERE IS TO BE A SEVENTH DAY OF REST INTO WHICH ALL WILL BE TRANSLATED WHO, DURING THE SIXTH DAY OF THE WORLD'S HISTORY, ARE CREATED ANEW BY THE INCARNATE WORD. THAT NOAH, WITH HIS FAMILY IS SAVED BY WATER AND WOOD, AS THE FAMILY OF CHRIST IS SAVED BY BAPTISM, AS REPRESENTING THE SUFFERING OF THE CROSS. THAT THIS ARK IS MADE OF BEAMS FORMED IN A SQUARE, AS THE CHURCH IS CONSTRUCTED OF SAINTS PREPARED UNTO EVERY GOOD WORK: FOR A SQUARE STANDS FIRM ON ANY SIDE. THAT THE LENGTH IS SIX TIMES THE BREADTH, AND TEN TIMES THE HEIGHT, LIKE A HUMAN BODY, TO SHOW THAT CHRIST APPEARED IN A HUMAN BODY. THAT THE BREADTH REACHES TO FIFTY CUBITS; AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "OUR HEART IS ENLARGED," (6) THAT IS, WITH SPIRITUAL LOVE, OF WHICH HE SAYS AGAIN, "THE LOVE OF GOD IS SHED ABROAD IN OUR HEART BY THE HOLY GHOST, WHICH IS GIVEN UNTO US." (7) FOR IN THE FIFTIETH DAY AFTER HIS RESURRECTION, CHRIST SENT HIS HOLY SPIRIT TO ENLARGE THE HEARTS OF HIS DISCIPLES. THAT IT IS THREE HUNDRED CUBITS LONG, TO MAKE UP SIX TIMES FIFTY; AS THERE ARE SIX PERIODS IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD DURING WHICH CHRIST HAS NEVER CEASED TO BE PREACHED, IN FIVE FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS, AND IN THE SIXTH PROCLAIMED IN THE GOSPEL. THAT IT IS THIRTY CUBITS HIGH, A TENTH PART OF THE LENGTH; BECAUSE CHRIST IS OUR HEIGHT, WHO IN HIS THIRTIETH YEAR GAVE HIS SANCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE GOSPEL, BY DECLARING THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFIL IT. NOW THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ARE TO BE THE HEART OF THE LAW; AND SO, THE LENGTH OF THE ARK IS TEN TIMES THIRTY. NOAH HIMSELF, TOO, WAS THE TENTH FROM ADAM. THAT THE BEAMS OF THE ARK ARE FASTENED WITHIN AND WITHOUT WITH PITCH, TO SIGNIFY BY COMPACT UNION THE FORBEARANCE OF LOVE, WHICH KEEPS THE BROTHERLY CONNECTION FROM BEING IMPAIRED, AND THE BOND OF PEACE FROM BEING BROKEN BY THE OFFENCES WHICH TRY THE CHURCH EITHER FROM WITHOUT OR FROM WITHIN. FOR PITCH IS A GLUTINOUS SUBSTANCE, OF GREAT ENERGY AND FORCE, TO REPRESENT THE ARDOR OF LOVE WHICH, WITH GREAT POWER OF ENDURANCE, BEARS ALL THINGS IN THE MAINTENANCE OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION. 
15. THAT ALL KINDS OF ANIMALS ARE ENCLOSED IN THE ARK; AS THE CHURCH CONTAINS ALL NATIONS, WHICH WAS ALSO SET FORTH IN THE VESSEL SHOWN TO PETER. THAT CLEAN AND UNCLEAN ANIMALS ARE IN THE ARK; AS GOOD AND BAD TAKE PART IN THE SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH. THAT THE CLEAN ARE IN SEVENS, AND THE UNCLEAN IN TWOS; NOT BECAUSE THE BAD ARE FEWER THAN THE GOOD, BUT BECAUSE THE GOOD PRESERVE THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE; AND THE SPIRIT IS SPOKEN OF IN SCRIPTURE AS HAVING A SEVENFOLD OPERATION, AS BEING "THE HOLY SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, OF COUNSEL AND MIGHT, OF KNOWLEDGE AND PIETY, AND OF THE FEAR OF GOD." (1) SO ALSO, THE NUMBER FIFTY, WHICH IS CONNECTED WITH THE ADVENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, IS MADE UP OF SEVEN TIMES SEVEN, AND ONE OVER; WHENCE IT IS SAID, "ENDEAVORING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE." (2) THE BAD, AGAIN, ARE IN TWOS, AS BEING EASILY DIVIDED, FROM THEIR TENDENCY TO SCHISM. THAT NOAH, COUNTING HIS FAMILY, WAS THE EIGHTH; BECAUSE THE HOPE OF OUR RESURRECTION HAS APPEARED IN CHRIST, WHO ROSE FROM THE DEAD ON THE EIGHTH DAY, THAT IS, ON THE DAY AFTER THE SEVENTH, OR SABBATH DAY. THIS DAY WAS THE THIRD FROM HIS PASSION; BUT IN THE ORDINARY RECKONING OF DAYS, IT IS BOTH THE EIGHTH AND THE FIRST. 
16. THAT THE WHOLE ARK TOGETHER IS FINISHED IN A CUBIT ABOVE; AS THE CHURCH, THE BODY OF CHRIST GATHERED INTO UNITY, IS RAISED TO PERFECTION. SO, CHRIST SAYS IN THE GOSPEL: "HE THAT GATHERS NOT WITH ME, SCATTERS." (3) THAT THE ENTRANCE IS ON THE SIDE; AS NO MAN ENTERS THE CHURCH EXCEPT BY THE SACRAMENT OF THE REMISSION OF SINS WHICH FLOWED FROM CHRIST'S OPENED SIDE. THAT THE LOWER SPACES OF THE ARK ARE DIVIDED INTO TWO AND THREE CHAMBERS: AS THE MULTITUDE OF ALL NATIONS IN THE CHURCH IS DIVIDED INTO TWO, AS CIRCUMCISED AND UNCIRCUMCISED; OR INTO THREE, AS DESCENDED FROM THE THREE SONS OF NOAH. AND THESE PARTS OF THE-ARK ARE CALLED LOWER, BECAUSE IN THIS EARTHLY STATE THERE IS A DIFFERENCE OF RACES, AND ABOVE WE ARE COMPLETED IN ONE. ABOVE THERE IS NO DIVERSITY; FOR CHRIST IS ALL AND IN ALL, FINISHING US, AS IT WERE, IN ONE CUBIT ABOVE WITH HEAVENLY UNITY. 
17. THAT THE FLOOD CAME SEVEN DAYS AFTER NOAH ENTERED THE ARK; AS WE ARE BAPTIZED IN THE HOPE OF THE FUTURE REST, WHICH WAS DENOTED BY THE SEVENTH DAY. THAT ALL FLESH ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, OUTSIDE THE ARK, WAS, DESTROYED BY THE FLOOD; AS, BEYOND THE COMMUNION OF THE CHURCH, THOUGH THE WATER OFF BAPTISM IS THE SAME, IT IS EFFICACIOUS ONLY FOR DESTRUCTION, AND NOT FOR SALVATION. THAT IT RAINED FOR FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS; AS THE SACRAMENT OF HEAVENLY BAPTISM WASHES AWAY ALL THE GUILT OF THE SINS AGAINST THE TEN COMMANDMENTS THROUGHOUT ALL THE FOUR QUARTERS OF THE WORLD (FOUR TIMES TEN IS FORTY), WHETHER THAT GUILT HAS BEEN CONTRACTED IN THE DAY OF PROSPERITY OR IN THE NIGHT OF ADVERSITY. 
18. THAT NOAH WAS FIVE HUNDRED YEARS OLD WHEN GOD TOLD HIM TO MAKE THE ARK, AND SIX HUNDRED WHEN HE ENTERED THE ARK; WHICH SHOWS THAT THE ARK WAS MADE DURING ONE HUNDRED YEARS, WHICH SEEM TO CORRESPOND TO THE YEARS OF AN AGE OF THE WORLD. SO THE SIXTH AGE IS OCCUPIED WITH THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE CHURCH BY THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL. THE MAN WHO AVAILS HIMSELF OF THE OFFER OF SALVATION IS MADE LIKE A SQUARE BEAM, FITTED FOR EVERY GOOD WORK, AND FORMS PART OF THE SACRED FABRIC. AGAIN, IT WAS THE SECOND MONTH OF THE SIX HUNDREDTH YEAR WHEN NOAH ENTERED THE ARK, AND IN TWO MONTHS THERE ARE SIXTY DAYS; SO THAT HERE, AS IN EVERY MULTIPLE OF SIX, WE HAVE THE NUMBER DENOTING THE SIXTH AGE. 
19. THAT MENTION IS MADE OF THE TWENTY SEVENTH DAY OF THE MONTH; AS WE HAVE ALREADY SEEN THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SQUARE IN THE BEAMS. HERE ESPECIALLY IT IS SIGNIFICANT; FOR AS TWENTY-SEVEN IS THE CUBE OF THREE, THERE IS A TRINITY IN THE MEANS BY WHICH WE ARE, AS IT WERE, SQUARED, OR FITTED FOR EVERY GOOD WORK. BY THE MEMORY WE REMEMBER GOD; BY THE UNDERSTANDING WE KNOW HIM; BY THE WILL WE LOVE HI M. THAT IN THE SEVENTH MONTH THE ARK RESTED; REMINDING US AGAIN OF THE SEVENTH DAY OF REST. AND HERE AGAIN, TO DENOTE THE PERFECTION OF THOSE AT REST, THE TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY OF THE MONTH IS MENTIONED FOR THE SECOND TIME. SO, WHAT IS PROMISED IN HOPE IS REALIZED IN EXPERIENCE. THERE IS HERE A COMBINATION OF SEVEN AND EIGHT; FOR THE WATER ROSE FIFTEEN CUBITS ABOVE THE MOUNTAINS, POINTING TO A PROFOUND MYSTERY IN BAPTISM, THE SACRAMENT OF OUR REGENERATION. FOR THE SEVENTH DAY OF REST IS CONNECTED WITH THE EIGHTH OF RESURRECTION. FOR WHEN THE SAINTS RECEIVE AGAIN THEIR BODIES AFTER THE REST OF THE INTERMEDIATE STATE, THE REST WILL NOT CEASE; BUT RATHER THE WHOLE MAN, BODY AND SOUL UNITED, RENEWED IN THE IMMORTAL HEALTH, WILL ATTAIN TO THE REALIZATION OF HIS HOPE IN THE ENJOYMENT OF ETERNAL LIFE. THUS, THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM, LIKE THE WATERS OF NOAH, RISES ABOVE ALL THE WISDOM OF THE PROUD. SEVEN AND EIGHT ARE ALSO COMBINED IN THE NUMBER OF ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY, MADE UP OF SEVENTY AND EIGHTY, WHICH WAS THE NUMBER OF DAYS DURING WHICH THE WATER PREVAILED, POINTING OUT THE DEEP IMPORT OF BAPTISM IN CONSECRATING THE NEW MAN TO HOLD THE FAITH OF REST AND RESURRECTION. 
20. THAT THE RAVEN SENT OUT AFTER FORTY DAYS DID NOT RETURN, BEING EITHER PREVENTED BY THE WATER OR ATTRACTED BY SOME FLOATING CARCASS; AS MEN DEFILED BY IMPURE DESIRE, AND THEREFORE EAGER FOR THINGS OUTSIDE IN THE WORLD, ARE EITHER BAPTIZED, OR ARE LED ASTRAY INTO THE COMPANY OF THOSE TO WHOM, AS THEY ARE OUTSIDE THE ARK, THAT IS, OUTSIDE THE CHURCH, BAPTISM IS DESTRUCTIVE. THAT THE DOVE WHEN SENT FORTH FOUND NO REST, AND RETURNED; AS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT REST IS NOT PROMISED TO THE SAINTS IN THIS WORLD. THE DOVE WAS SENT FORTH AFTER FORTY DAYS, A PERIOD DENOTING THE LENGTH OF HUMAN LIFE. WHEN AGAIN SENT FORTH AFTER SEVEN DAYS, DENOTING THE SEVENFOLD OPERATION OF THE SPIRIT, THE DOVE BROUGHT BACK A FRUITFUL OLIVE BRANCH; AS SOME EVEN WHO ARE BAPTIZED OUTSIDE OF THE CHURCH, IF NOT DESTITUTE OF THE FATNESS OF CHARITY, MAY COME AFTER ALL, AS IT WERE IN THE EVENING, AND BE BROUGHT INTO THE ONE COMMUNION BY THE MOUTH OF THE DOVE IN THE KISS OF PEACE. THAT, WHEN AGAIN SENT FORTH AFTER SEVEN DAYS, THE DOVE DID NOT RETURN; AS, AT THE END OF THE WORLD, THE REST OF THE SAINTS SHALL NO LONGER BE IN THE SACRAMENT OF HOPE, AS NOW, WHILE IN THE COMMUNION OF THE CHURCH, THEY DRINK WHAT FLOWED FROM THE SIDE OF CHRIST, BUT IN THE PERFECTION OF ETERNAL SAFETY, WHEN THE KINGDOM SHALL BE DELIVERED UP TO GOD AND THE FATHER, AND WHEN, IN THAT UNCLOUDED CONTEMPLATION OF UNCHANGEABLE TRUTH, WE SHALL NO LONGER NEED NATURAL SYMBOLS. 
21. THERE ARE MANY OTHER POINTS WHICH WE CANNOT TAKE NOTICE OF EVEN IN THIS CURSORY MANNER. WHY IN THE SIX HUNDRED AND FIRST YEAR OF NOAH'S LIFE--THAT IS, AFTER SIX HUNDRED YEARS WERE COMPLETED--THE COVERING OF THE ARK IS REMOVED, AND THE HIDDEN MYSTERY, AS IT WERE, DISCLOSED. WHY THE EARTH IS SAID TO HAVE DRIED ON THE TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY OF THE SECOND MONTH; AS IF THE NUMBER FIFTY-SEVEN DENOTED THE COMPLETION OF THE RITE OF BAPTISM. FOR THE TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY OF THE SECOND MONTH IS THE FIFTY-SEVENTH DAY OF THE YEAR; AND THE NUMBER FIFTY-SEVEN IS SEVEN TIMES EIGHT, WHICH ARE THE NUMBERS OF THE SPIRIT AND THE BODY, WITH ONE OVER, TO DENOTE THE BOND OF UNITY. WHY THEY LEAVE THE ARK TOGETHER, THOUGH THEY ENTERED SEPARATELY. FOR IT IS SAID: "NOAH WENT IN, AND HIS SONS, AND HIS WIFE, AND HIS SONS' WIVES WITH HIM, INTO THE ARK;" THE MEN AND THE WOMEN BEING SPOKEN OF SEPARATELY; WHICH DENOTES THE TIME WHEN THE FLESH LUSTS AGAINST THE SPIRIT, AND THE SPIRIT AGAINST THE FLESH. BUT THEY GO FORTH, NOAH AND HIS WIFE, AND HIS SONS AND THEIR WIVES, THE MEN AND WOMEN TOGETHER. FOR IN THE END OF THE WORLD, AND IN THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST, THE BODY WILL BE UNITED TO THE SPIRIT IN PERFECT HARMONY, UNDISTURBED BY THE WANTS AND THE PASSIONS OF MORTALITY. WHY, AFTER LEAVING THE ARK, ONLY CLEAN ANIMALS ARE OFFERED IN SACRIFICE TO GOD, THOUGH BOTH CLEAN AND UNCLEAN WERE IN THE ARK. 
52. THEN, AGAIN, IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT WHEN GOD SPEAKS TO NOAH, AND BEGINS ANEW, AS IT WERE, IN ORDER, BY REPETITION IN VARIOUS FORMS, TO DRAW ATTENTION TO THE FIGURE OF THE CHURCH, THE SONS OF NOAH ARE BLESSED, AND TOLD TO REPLENISH THE EARTH, AND ALL ANIMALS ARE GIVEN TO THEM FOR FOOD; AS WAS SAID TO PETER OF THE VESSEL, "KILL AND EAT." THAT THEY ARE TOLD TO POUR OUT THE BLOOD WHEN THEY EAT; THAT THE FORMER LIFE MAY NOT BE KEPT SHUT UP IN THE CONSCIENCE, BUT MAY BE, AS IT WERE, POURED OUT IN CONFESSION. THAT GOD MAKES THE BOW, WHICH APPEARS IN THE CLOUDS ONLY WHEN THE SUN SHINES, THE SIGN OF HIS COVENANT WITH MEN, AND WITH EVERY LIVING THING, THAT HE WILL NOT DESTROY THEM WITH A FLOOD; AS THOSE DO NOT PERISH BY THE FLOOD, IN SEPARATION FROM THE CHURCH, WHO IN THE CLOUDS OF GOD--THAT IS, IN THE PROPHETS AND IN ALL THE SACRED SCRIPTURES --DISCERN THE GLORY OF CHRIST. INSTEAD OF SEEKING THEIR OWN GLORY. THE WORSHIPPERS OF THE SUN, HOWEVER, NEED NOT PRIDE THEMSELVES ON THIS; FOR THEY MUST UNDERSTAND THAT THE SUN, AS ALSO A LION, A LAMB, AND A STONE, ARE USED AS TYPES OF CHRIST BECAUSE THEY HAVE SOME RESEMBLANCE, NOT BECAUSE THEY ARE OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE. 
23. AGAIN, THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST FROM HIS OWN NATION ARE EVIDENTLY DENOTED BY NOAH BEING DRUNK WITH THE WINE OF THE VINEYARD HE PLANTED, AND HIS BEING UNCOVERED IN HIS TENT. FOR THE MORTALITY OF CHRIST'S FLESH WAS UNCOVERED, TO THE JEWS A STUMBLING-BLOCK, AND TO THE GREEKS FOOLISHNESS; BUT TO THEM THAT ARE CALLED, BOTH JEWS AND GREEKS, BOTH SHEM AND JAPHET, THE POWER OF GOD AND THE WISDOM OF GOD. BECAUSE THE FOOLISHNESS OF GOD IS WISER THAN MEN, AND THE WEAKNESS OF GOD IS STRONGER THAN MEN. (1) MOREOVER, THE TWO SONS, THE ELDEST AND THE YOUNGEST, CARRYING THE GARMENT BACKWARDS, ARE A FIGURE OF THE TWO PEOPLES, AND THE SACRAMENT OF THE PAST AND COMPLETED PASSIONS OF THE LORD. THEY DO NOT SEE THE NAKEDNESS OF THEIR FATHER, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT CONSENT TO CHRIST'S DEATH; AND YET THEY HONOR IT WITH A COVERING, AS KNOWING WHENCE THEY WERE BORN. THE MIDDLE SON IS THE JEWISH PEOPLE, FOR THEY NEITHER HELD THE FIRST PLACE WITH THE APOSTLES, NOR BELIEVED SUBSEQUENTLY WITH THE GENTILES. THEY SAW THE NAKEDNESS OF THEIR FATHER, BECAUSE THEY CONSENTED TO CHRIST'S DEATH; AND THEY TOLD IT TO THEIR BRETHREN OUTSIDE, FOR WHAT WAS HIDDEN IN THE PROPHETS WAS DISCLOSED BY THE JEWS. AND THUS, THEY ARE THE SERVANTS OF THEIR BRETHREN. FOR WHAT ELSE IS THIS NATION NOW BUT A DESK FOR THE CHRISTIANS, BEARING THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND TESTIFYING TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH, SO THAT WE L HONOR IN THE SACRAMENT WHAT THEY DISCLOSE IN THE LETTER? 
54. AGAIN, EVERY ONE MUST BE IMPRESSED, AND BE EITHER ENLIGHTENED OR CONFIRMED IN THE FAITH, BY THE BLESSING OF THE TWO SONS WHO HONORED THE NAKEDNESS OF THEIR FATHER, THOUGH THEY TURNED AWAY THEIR FACES, AS DISPLEASED WITH THE EVIL DONE BY THE VINE. "BLESSED," HE SAYS, "BE THE LORD GOD OF SHEM." FOR ALTHOUGH GOD IS THE GOD OF ALL NATIONS, EVEN THE GENTILES ACKNOWLEDGE HIM TO BE IN A PECULIAR SENSE THE GOD OF ISRAEL. AND HOW IS THIS TO BE EXPLAINED BUT BY THE BLESSING OF JAPHET? THE OCCUPATION OF ALL THE WORLD BY THE CHURCH AMONG THE GENTILES WAS EXACTLY FORETOLD IN THE WORDS: "LET GOD ENLARGE JAPHET, AND LET HIM DWELL IN THE TENTS OF SHEM." THAT IS FOR THE MANICHAEAN TO ATTEND TO. YOU SEE WHAT THE STATE OF THE WORLD ACTUALLY IS. THE VERY THING THAT YOU ARE ASTONISHED AND GRIEVED AT IN US IS THIS, THAT GOD IS ENLARGING JAPHET. IS HE NOT DWELLING IN THE TENTS OF SHEM? THAT IS, IN THE CHURCHES BUILT BY THE APOSTLES, THE SONS OF THE PROPHETS. HEAR WHAT PAUL SAYS TO THE BELIEVING GENTILES: "YE WERE AT THAT TIME WITHOUT CHRIST, BEING ALIENS FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OF ISRAEL, AND STRANGERS FROM THE COVENANTS; HAVING NO HOPE OF THE PROMISE, AND WITHOUT GOD IN THE WORLD." IN THESE WORDS, THERE IS A DESCRIPTION OF THE STATE OF JAPHET BEFORE HE DWELT IN THE TENTS OF SHEM. BUT OBSERVE WHAT FOLLOWS: "NOW THEN;" HE SAYS, "YE ARE NO MORE STRANGERS AND FOREIGNERS, BUT FELLOW-CITIZENS WITH THE SAINTS, AND OF THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD, BEING BUILT UPON THE FOUNDATION OF THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS, JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF BEING THE CHIEF CORNER-STONE.'' (1) HERE WE HAVE JAPHET ENLARGED, AND DWELLING IN TILE TENTS OF SHEM. THESE TESTIMONIES ARE TAKEN FROM THE EPISTLES OF THE APOSTLES, WHICH YOU YOURSELVES ACKNOWLEDGE, AND READ, AND PROFESS TO FOLLOW. YOU OCCUPY AN UNHAPPY MIDDLE POSITION IN A BUILDING OF WHICH CHRIST IS NOT THE CHIEF CORNER-STONE. FOR YOU DO NOT BELONG TO THE WALL OF THOSE WHO, LIKE THE APOSTLES, BEING OF THE CIRCUMCISION, BELIEVED IN CHRIST; NOR TO THE WALL OF THOSE WHO, BEING OF THE UNCIRCUMCISION, LIKE ALL THE GENTILES, ARE JOINED IN THE UNITY OF FAITH, AS IN THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE CORNERSTONE. HOWEVER, ALL WHO ACCEPT AND READ ANY BOOKS OF OUR CANON IN WHICH CHRIST IS SPOKEN OF AS HAVING BEEN BORN AND HAVING SUFFERED IN THE FLESH, AND WHO DO NOT UNITE WITH US IN A COMMON VEILING WITH THE SACRAMENT OF THE MORTALITY, UNCOVERED BY THE PASSION, BUT WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF PIETY AND CHARITY MAKE KNOWN THAT FROM WHICH WE ALL ARE BORN, --ALTHOUGH THEY DIFFER AMONG THEMSELVES, WHETHER AS JEWS AND HERETICS, OR AS HERETICS OF ONE KIND OR OTHER,--ARE STILL ALL USEFUL TO THE CHURCH, AS BEING ALL ALIKE SERVANTS, EITHER IN BEARING WITNESS TO OR IN PROVING SOME TRUTH. FOR OF HERETICS IT IS SAID: "THERE MUST BE HERESIES, THAT THOSE WHO ARE APPROVED AMONG YOU MAY BE MANIFESTED." (2) GO ON, THEN, WITH YOUR OBJECTIONS TO THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES! GO ON, YE SERVANTS OF HAM! YOU HAVE DESPISED THE FLESH FROM WHICH YOU WERE BORN WHEN UNCOVERED. FOR YOU COULD NOT HAVE CALLED YOURSELVES CHRISTIANS UNLESS CHRIST HAD COME INTO THE WORLD, AS FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS, AND HAD DRUNK OF HIS OWN VINE THAT CUP WHICH COULD NOT PASS FROM HIM, AND HAD SLEPT IN HIS PASSION, AS IN THE DRUNKENNESS OF THE FOLLY WHICH IS WISER THAN MEN; AND SO, IN THE HIDDEN COUNSEL OF GOD, THE DISCLOSURE HAD BEEN MADE OF THAT INFIRMITY OF MORTAL FLESH WHICH IS STRONGER THAN MEN. FOR UNLESS THE WORD OF GOD HAD TAKEN ON HIMSELF THIS INFIRMITY, THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRISTIAN, IN WHICH YOU ALSO GLORY, WOULD NOT EXIST IN THE EARTH. GO ON, THEN, AS I HAVE SAID. DECLARE IN MOCKERY WHAT WE MAY HONOR WITH REVERENCE. LET THE CHURCH USE YON AS HER SERVANTS TO MAKE MANIFEST THOSE MEMBERS WHO ARE APPROVED. SO PARTICULAR ARE THE PREDICTIONS OF THE PROPHETS REGARDING THE STATE AND THE SUFFERINGS OF THE CHURCH, THAT WE CAN FIND A PLACE EVEN FOR YOU IN WHAT IS SAID OF THE DESTRUCTIVE [SEXUAL] ERROR BY WHICH THE REPROBATE [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], ARE TO PERISH, WHILE THE APPROVED ARE TO BE MANIFESTED. 
25. YOU SAY THAT CHRIST WAS NOT FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS OF ISRAEL, WHEN, IN FACT, THEIR SCRIPTURES TEEM WITH SUCH PREDICTIONS, IF YOU WOULD ONLY EXAMINE THEM CAREFULLY, INSTEAD OF TREATING THEM WITH LEVITY. WHO IN ABRAHAM LEAVES HIS COUNTRY AND KINDRED THAT HE MAY BECOME RICH AND PROSPEROUS AMONG STRANGERS, BUT HE WHO, LEAVING THE LAND AND COUNTRY OF THE JEWS, OF WHOM HE WAS BORN IN THE FLESH, IS NOW EXTENDING HIS POWER, AS WE SEE, AMONG THE GENTILES? WHO IN ISAAC CARRIED THE WOOD FOR HIS OWN SACRIFICE, BUT HE WHO CARRIED HIS OWN CROSS? WHO IS THE RAM FOR SACRIFICE, CAUGHT BY THE HORNS IN A. BUSH, BUT HE WHO WAS FASTENED TO THE CROSS AS AN OFFERING FOR US? 
26. WHO IN THE ANGEL STRIVING WITH JACOB, ON THE ONE HAND IS CONSTRAINED TO GIVE HIM A BLESSING, AS THE WEAKER TO THE STRONGER, THE CONQUERED TO THE CONQUEROR, AND ON THE OTHER HAND PUTS HIS THIGH-BONE OUT OF JOINT, BUT HE WHO, WHEN HE SUFFERED THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL TO PREVAIL AGAINST HIM, BLESSED THOSE AMONG THEM WHO BELIEVED, WHILE THE MULTITUDE, LIKE JACOB'S THIGH- BONE, HALTED IN THEIR CARNALITY? WHO, IS THE STONE PLACED UNDER JACOB'S HEAD, BUT CHRIST THE HEAD OF MAN? AND IN ITS ANOINTING THE VERY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST IS EXPRESSED, FOR, AS ALL KNOW, CHRIST MEANS ANOINTED. CHRIST REFERS TO THIS IN THE GOSPEL, AND DECLARES IT TO BE A TYPE OF HIMSELF, WHEN HE SAID OF NATHANAEL THAT HE WAS AN ISRAELITE INDEED, IN WHOM WAS NO GUILE, AND WHEN NATHANAEL, RESTING HIS HEAD, AS IT WERE, ON THIS STONE, OR ON CHRIST, CONFESSED HIM AS THE SON OF GOD AND THE KING OF ISRAEL ANOINTING THE STONE BY HIS CONFESSION, IN WHICH HE ACKNOWLEDGED JESUS TO BE CHRIST. ON THIS OCCASION THE LORD MADE APPROPRIATE MENTION OF WHAT JACOB SAW IN HIS DREAM "VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, YE SHALL SEE HEAVEN OPENED, AND THE ANGELS OF GOD ASCENDING AND DESCENDING UPON THE SON OF MAN.'' (1) THIS JACOB SAW, WHO IN THE BLESSING WAS CALLED ISRAEL, WHEN HE HAD THE STONE FOR A PILLOW, AND HAD THE VISION OF THE LADDER REACHING FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN, ON WHICH THE ANGELS OF GOD WERE ASCENDING AND DESCENDING. (2) THE ANGELS DENOTE THE EVANGELISTS, OR PREACHERS OF CHRIST. THEY ASCEND WHEN THEY RISE ABOVE THE CREATED UNIVERSE TO DESCRIBE THE SUPREME MAJESTY OF THE DIVINE NATURE OF CHRIST AS BEING IN THE BEGINNING GOD WITH GOD, BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE. THEY DESCEND TO TELL OF HIS BEING MADE OF A WOMAN, MADE UNDER THE LAW, THAT HE MIGHT REDEEM THEM THAT WERE UNDER THE LAW. CHRIST IS THE LADDER REACHING FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN, OR FROM THE CARNAL TO THE SPIRITUAL: FOR BY HIS ASSISTANCE THE CARNAL ASCEND TO SPIRITUALITY; AND THE SPIRITUAL MAY BE SAID TO DESCEND TO NOURISH THE CARNAL WITH MILK WHEN THEY CANNOT SPEAK TO THEM AS TO SPIRITUAL, BUT AS TO CARNAL. (3) THERE IS THUS BOTH AN ASCENT AND A DESCENT UPON THE SON OF MAN. FOR THE SON OF MAN IS ABOVE AS OUR HEAD, BEING HIMSELF THE SAVIOR; AND HE IS BELOW IN HIS BODY, THE CHURCH. HE IS THE LADDER, FOR HE SAYS, "I AM THE WAY." WE ASCEND TO HIM TO SEE HIM IN HEAVENLY PLACES; WE DESCEND TO HIM FOR THE NOURISHMENT OF HIS WEAK MEMBERS. AND THE ASCENT AND DESCENT ARE BY HIM AS WELL AS TO HIM. FOLLOWING HIS EXAMPLE, THOSE WHO PREACH HIM NOT ONLY RISE TO BEHOLD HIM EXALTED, BUT LET THEMSELVES DOWN TO GIVE A PLAIN ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE TRUTH. SO, THE APOSTLE ASCENDS, "WHETHER WE BE BESIDE OURSELVES, IT IS TO GOD;" AND DESCENDS, "WHETHER WE BE SOBER, IT IS FOR YOUR SAKE." AND BY WHOM DID HE ASCEND AND DESCEND? "FOR THE LOVE OF CHRIST CONSTRAINS US: FOR WE THUS JUDGE, THAT IF ONE DIED FOR ALL, THEN ALL DIED; AND THAT HE DIED FOR ALL, THAT THEY WHICH LIVE SHOULD NO LONGER LIVE UNTO THEMSELVES, BUT UNTO HIM THAT DIED FOR THEM, AND ROSE AGAIN." (4) 
27. THE MAN WHO DOES NOT FIND PLEASURE IN THESE VIEWS OF SACRED SCRIPTURE IS TURNED AWAY TO FABLES, BECAUSE HE CANNOT BEAR SOUND DOCTRINE. THE FABLES HAVE AN ATTRACTION FOR CHILDISH MINDS IN PEOPLE OF ALL AGES; BUT WE WHO ARE OF THE BODY OF CHRIST SHOULD SAY WITH THE PSALMIST; "O LORD, THE WICKED HAVE SPOKEN TO ME PLEASING THINGS, BUT THEY ARE NOT AFTER THY LAW." (5) IN EVERY PAGE OF THESE SCRIPTURES, WHILE I PURSUE MY SEARCH AS A SON OF ADAM IN THE SWEAT OF MY BROW, CHRIST EITHER OPENLY OR COVERTLY MEETS AND REFRESHES ME. WHERE THE DISCOVERY IS LABORIOUS MY ARDOR IS INCREASED, AND THE SPOIL OBTAINED IS EAGERLY DEVOURED, AND IS HIDDEN IN MY HEART FOR MY NOURISHMENT. 
28. CHRIST APPEARS TO ME IN JOSEPH, WHO WAS PERSECUTED AND SOLD BY HIS BRETHREN, AND AFTER HIS TROUBLES OBTAINED HONOR IN EGYPT. WE HAVE SEEN THE TROUBLES OF CHRIST IN THE WORLD, OF WHICH EGYPT WAS A FIGURE, IN THE SUFFERINGS OF THE MARTYRS. AND NOW WE SEE THE HONOR OF CHRIST IN THE SAME WORLD WHICH HE SUBDUES TO HIMSELF, IN EXCHANGE FOR THE FOOD WHICH HE BESTOWS. CHRIST APPEARS TO ME IN THE ROD OF MOSES, WHICH BECAME A SERPENT WHEN CAST ON THE EARTH AS A FIGURE OF HIS DEATH, WHICH CAME FROM THE SERPENT. AGAIN, WHEN CAUGHT BY THE TAIL IT BECAME A ROD, AS A FIGURE OF HIS RETURN AFTER THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF HIS WORK IN HIS RESURRECTION TO WHAT HE WAS BEFORE, DESTROYING DEATH BY HIS NEW LIFE, SO AS TO LEAVE NO TRACE OF THE SERPENT. WE, TOO, WHO ARE HIS BODY, GLIDE ALONG IN THE SAME MORTALITY THROUGH THE FOLDS OF TIME; BUT WHEN AT LAST THE TAIL OF THIS COURSE OF THINGS IS LAID HOLD OF BY THE HAND OF JUDGMENT THAT IT SHALL GO NO FURTHER, WE SHALL BE RENEWED, AND RISING FROM THE DESTRUCTION OF DEATH, THE LAST ENEMY, WE SHALL BE THE SCEPTER OF GOVERNMENT IN THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD. 
29. OF THE DEPARTURE OF ISRAEL FROM EGYPT, LET US HEAR WHAT THE APOSTLE HIMSELF SAYS: "I WOULD NOT, BRETHREN, THAT YE SHOULD BE IGNORANT THAT ALL OUR FATHERS WERE UNDER THE CLOUD, AND ALL PASSED THROUGH THE SEA, AND WERE ALL BAPTIZED INTO MOSES IN THE CLOUD AND IN THE SEA, AND DID ALL EAT THE SAME SPIRITUAL MEAT, AND DID ALL DRINK OF THE SAME SPIRITUAL DRINK. FOR THEY DRANK OF THE SPIRITUAL ROCK WHICH FOLLOWED THEM, AND THAT ROCK WAS CHRIST." (6) 
THE EXPLANATION OF ONE THING IS A KEY TO THE REST. FOR IF THE ROCK IS CHRIST FROM ITS STABILITY, IS NOT THE MANNA CHRIST, THE LIVING BREAD WHICH CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, WHICH GIVES SPIRITUAL LIFE TO THOSE WHO TRULY FEED ON IT? THE ISRAELITES DIED BECAUSE THEY RECEIVED THE FIGURE ONLY IN ITS CARNAL SENSE. THE APOSTLE, BY CALLING IT SPIRITUAL FOOD, SHOWS ITS REFERENCE TO CHRIST, AS THE SPIRITUAL DRINK IS EXPLAINED BY THE WORDS, "THAT ROCK WAS CHRIST," WHICH EXPLAIN THE WHOLE. THEN IS NOT THE CLOUD AND THE PILLAR CHRIST, WHO BY HIS UPRIGHTNESS AND STRENGTH SUPPORTS OUR FEEBLENESS; WHO SHINES BY NIGHT AND NOT BY DAY, THAT THEY WHO SEE NOT MAY SEE, AND THAT THEY WHO SEE MAY BE MADE BLIND? IN THE CLOUDS AND THE RED SEA THERE IS THE BAPTISM CONSECRATED BY THE BLOOD OF CHRIST. THE ENEMIES FOLLOWING BEHIND PERISH, AS PAST SINS ARE PUT AWAY. 
30. THE ISRAELITES ARE LED THROUGH THE WILDERNESS, AS THOSE WHO ARE BAPTIZED ARE IN THE WILDERNESS WHILE ON THE WAY TO THE PROMISED LAND, HOPING AND PATIENTLY WAITING FOR THAT WHICH THEY SEE NOT. IN THE WILDERNESS ARE SEVERE TRIALS, LEST THEY SHOULD IN HEART RETURN TO EGYPT. STILL CHRIST DOES NOT LEAVE THEM THE PILLAR DOES NOT GO AWAY. THE BITTER WATERS ARE SWEETENED BY WOOD, AS HOSTILE PEOPLE BECOME FRIENDLY BY LEARNING TO HONOR THE CROSS OF CHRIST. THE TWELVE FOUNTAINS WATERING THE SEVENTY PALM TREES ARE A FIGURE OF APOSTOLIC GRACE WATERING THE NATIONS. AS SEVEN IS MULTIPLIED BY TEN, SO THE DECALOGUE IS FULFILLED IN THE SEVENFOLD OPERATION OF THE SPIRIT. THE ENEMY ATTEMPTING TO STOP THEM IN THEIR WAY IS OVERCOME BY MOSES STRETCHING OUT HIS HANDS IN THE FIGURE OF THE CROSS. THE DEADLY BITES OF SERPENTS ARE HEALED BY THE BRAZEN SERPENT, WHICH WAS LIFTED UP THAT THEY MIGHT LOOK AT IT. THE LORD HIMSELF GIVES THE EXPLANATION OF THIS: "AS MOSES LIFTED UP THE SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS, SO MUST THE SON OF MAN BE LIFTED UP, THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM MAY NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE.'' (1) SO, IN MANY OTHER THINGS WE MAY FIND A PROTEST AGAINST THE OBSTINACY OF UNBELIEVING HEARTS. IN THE PASSOVER A LAMB IS KILLED, REPRESENTING CHRIST, OF WHOM IT IS SAID IN THE GOSPEL, "BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, WHO TAKETH AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD!" (2) IN THE PASSOVER THE BONES OF THE LAMB WERE NOT TO BE BROKEN; AND ON THE CROSS THE [INVINCIBLE] BONES OF THE LORD WERE NOT BROKEN. THE EVANGELIST, IN REFERENCE TO THIS, QUOTES THE WORDS, "A BONE OF HIM SHALL NOT BE BROKEN." (3) THE POSTS WERE MARKED WITH BLOOD TO KEEP AWAY DESTRUCTION, AS PEOPLE ARE MARKED ON THEIR FOREHEADS WITH THE SIGN OF THE LORD'S PASSION FOR THEIR SALVATION. THE LAW WAS GIVEN ON THE FIFTIETH DAY AFTER THE PASSOVER; SO, THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME ON THE FIFTIETH DAY AFTER THE PASSION OF THE LORD. THE LAW IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN WITH THE FINGER OF GOD; AND THE LORD SAYS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, "WITH THE FINGER OF GOD I CAST OUT DEVILS." (4) SUCH ARE THE SCRIPTURES IN WHICH FAUSTUS, AFTER SHUTTING HIS EYES, DECLARES THAT HE CAN SEE NO PREDICTION OF CHRIST. BUT WE NEED NOT WONDER THAT HE SHOULD HAVE EYES TO READ AND YET NO HEART TO UNDERSTAND, SINCE, INSTEAD OF KNOCKING IN DEVOUT FAITH AT THE DOOR OF THE HEAVENLY SECRET, HE DARES TO ACT IN PROFANE HOSTILITY. SO, LET IT BE, FOR SO IT OUGHT TO BE. LET THE GATE OF SALVATION BE SHUT TO THE PROUD. THE MEEK, TO WHOM GOD TEACHES HIS WAYS, WILL FIND ALL THESE THINGS IN THE SCRIPTURES, AND THOSE THINGS WHICH HE DOES NOT SEE HE WILL BELIEVE FROM WHAT HE SEES. 
31. HE WILL SEE JESUS LEADING THE PEOPLE INTO THE LAND OF PROMISE; FOR THIS NAME WAS GIVEN TO THE LEADER OF ISRAEL, NOT AT FIRST, OR BY CHANCE, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF THE WORK TO WHICH HE WAS CALLED. HE WILL SEE THE CLUSTER FROM THE LAND OF PROMISE HANGING FROM A WOODEN POLE. HE WILL SEE IN JERICHO, AS IN THIS PERISHING WORLD, A HARLOT, ONE OF THOSE OF WHOM THE LORD SAYS THAT THEY GO BEFORE THE PROUD INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, PUTTING OUT OF HER WINDOW A SCARLET LINE SYMBOLICAL OF BLOOD, AS CONFESSION IS MADE WITH THE MOUTH FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS. HE WILL SEE THE WALLS OF JERICHO, LIKE THE FRAIL DEFENSES OF THE WORLD, FALL WHEN COMPASSED SEVEN TIMES BY THE ARK OF THE COVENANT; AS NOW IN THE COURSE. OF THE SEVEN DAYS OF TIME THE COVENANT OF GOD COMPASSES THE WHOLE GLOBE, THAT IN THE END, DEATH, THE LAST ENEMY, MAY BE DESTROYED, AND THE CHURCH, LIKE ONE SINGLE HOUSE, BE SAVED FROM THE DESTRUCTION OF THE UNGODLY, PURIFIED FROM THE DEFILEMENT OF FORNICATION BY THE WINDOW OF CONFESSION IN THE BLOOD OF REMISSION. 
32. HE WILL SEE THE TIMES OF THE JUDGES PRECEDE THOSE OF THE KINGS, AS THE JUDGMENT WILL PRECEDE THE KINGDOM. AND UNDER BOTH THE JUDGES AND THE KINGS HE WILL SEE CHRIST AND THE CHURCH REPEATEDLY PREFIGURED IN MANY AND VARIOUS WAYS. WHO WAS IN SAMSON, WHEN HE KILLED THE LION THAT MET HIM AS HE WENT TO GET A WIFE AMONG STRANGERS, BUT HE WHO, WHEN GOING TO CALL HIS CHURCH FROM AMONG THE GENTILES, SAID, "BE OF GOOD CHEER, I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD?" (5) WHAT MEANS THE HIVE IN THE MOUTH OF THE SLAIN LION, BUT THAT, AS WE SEE, THE VERY LAWS OF THE EARTHLY KINGDOM WHICH ONCE RAGED AGAINST CHRIST HAVE NOW LOST THEIR FIERCENESS, AND HAVE BECOME A PROTECTION FOR THE PREACHING OF GOSPEL SWEETNESS? WHAT IS THAT WOMAN BOLDLY PIERCING THE TEMPLES OF THE ENEMY WITH A WOODEN NAIL, BUT THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH CASTING DOWN THE KINGDOM OF THE DEVIL BY THE CROSS OF CHRIST? WHAT IS THE FLEECE WET WHILE THE GROUND WAS DRY, AND AGAIN THE FLEECE DRY WHILE THE GROUND WAS WET, BUT THE HEBREW NATION AT FIRST POSSESSING ALONE IN ITS TYPICAL INSTITUTION CHRIST THE MYSTERY OF GOD, WHILE THE WHOLE WORLD WAS IN IGNORANCE? AND NOW THE WHOLE WORLD HAS THIS MYSTERY REVEALED, WHILE THE JEWS ARE DESTITUTE OF IT. 
33. TO MENTION ONLY A FEW THINGS IN THE TIMES OF THE KINGS, AT THE VERY OUTSET DOES NOT THE CHANGE IN THE PRIESTHOOD WHEN ELI WAS REJECTED AND SAMUEL CHOSEN, AND IN THE KINGDOM WHEN SAUL WAS REJECTED AND DAVID CHOSEN, CLEARLY PREDICT THE NEW PRIESTHOOD AND KINGDOM TO COME IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHEN THE OLD, WHICH WAS A SHADOW OF THE NEW, WAS REJECTED? DID NOT DAVID, WHEN HE ATE THE SHEW-BREAD, WHICH IT WAS NOT LAWFUL FOR ANY BUT THE PRIESTS TO EAT, PREFIGURE THE UNION OF THE KINGDOM AND PRIESTHOOD IN ONE PERSON, JESUS CHRIST? IN THE SEPARATION OF THE TEN TRIBES FROM THE TEMPLE WHILE TWO WERE LEFT, IS THERE NOT A FIGURE OF WHAT THE APOSTLE ASSERTS OF THE WHOLE NATION: "A REMNANT IS SAVED BY THE ELECTION OF GRACE."? (1) 
34. IN THE TIME OF FAMINE, ELIJAH IS FED BY RAVENS BRINGING BREAD IN THE MORNING AND FLESH IN THE EVENING; BUT THE MANICHÆANS CANNOT IN THIS PERCEIVE CHRIST, WHO, AS IT WERE, HUNGERS FOR OUR SALVATION, AND TO WHOM SINNERS COME IN CONFESSION, HAVING NOW THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT, WHILE IN THE END, THAT IS TO SAY IN THE EVENING OF THE AGE, THEY WILL HAVE THE RESURRECTION OF THEIR BODIES ALSO. ELIJAH IS SENT TO BE FED BY A WIDOW WOMAN OF ANOTHER NATION, WHO WAS GOING TO GATHER TWO STICKS BEFORE SHE DIED, DENOTING THE TWO WOODEN BEAMS OF THE CROSS. HER MEAL AND OIL ARE BLESSED, AS THE FRUIT AND CHEERFULNESS OF CHARITY DO NOT DIMINISH BY EXPENDITURE, FOR GOD LOVETH A CHEERFUL GIVER. (2) 
35. THE CHILDREN THAT MOCKED ELISHA BY CALLING OUT BALDHEAD, ARE DEVOURED BY WILD BEASTS, AS THOSE WHO IN CHILDISH FOLLY SCOFF AT CHRIST CRUCIFIED ON CALVARY ARE DESTROYED BY DEVILS. ELISHA SENDS HIS SERVANTS TO LAY HIS STAFF ON THE DEAD BODY, BUT IT DOES NOT REVIVE; HE COMES HIMSELF, AND LAYS HIMSELF EXACTLY UPON THE DEAD BODY, AND IT REVIVES: AS THE WORD OF GOD SENT THE LAW BY HIS SERVANT, WITHOUT ANY PROFIT TO MANKIND DEAD IN SINS; AND YET IT WAS NOT SENT WITHOUT PURPOSE BY HIM WHO KNEW THE NECESSITY OF ITS BEING FIRST SENT. THEN HE HIMSELF CAME, CONFORMED HIMSELF TO US BY PARTICIPATION IN OUR DEATH, AND WE WERE REVIVED. WHEN THEY WERE CUTTING DOWN WOOD WITH AXES, THE IRON, FLYING OFF THE WOOD, SANK TO THE BOTTOM OF THE RIVER, AND CAME UP AGAIN WHEN THE WOOD WAS THROWN IN BY ELISHA. SO, WHEN CHRIST'S BODILY PRESENCE WAS CUTTING DOWN THE UNFRUITFUL TREES AMONG THE UNBELIEVING JEWS, ACCORDING TO THE SAYING OF JOHN, "BEHOLD, THE AXE IS LAID TO THE ROOTS OF THE TREE,'' (3) BY THE DEATH THEY INFLICTED, CHRIST WAS SEPARATED FROM HIS BODY, AND DESCENDED TO THE DEPTHS OF THE INFERNAL WORLD; AND THEN, WHEN HIS BODY WAS LAID IN THE TOMB, LIKE THE WOOD ON THE WATER, HIS SPIRIT RETURNED, LIKE THE IRON TO THE HANDLE, AND HE ROSE. THE READER WILL OBSERVE HOW MANY THINGS OF THIS KIND ARE OMITTED FOR THE SAKE OF BREVITY. 
36. AS REGARDS THE DEPARTURE TO BABYLON, WHERE THE SPIRIT OF GOD BY THE PROPHET JEREMIAH ENJOINS THEM TO GO, TELLING THEM TO PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE IN WHOSE LAND THEY DWELL AS STRANGERS, BECAUSE IN THEIR PEACE THEY WOULD FIND PEACE, AND TO BUILD HOUSES, AND PLANT VINEYARDS AND GARDENS,--THE FIGURATIVE MEANING IS PLAIN, WHEN WE CONSIDER THAT THE TRUE ISRAELITES, IN WHOM IS NO GUILE, PASSED OVER IN THE MINISTRY OF THE APOSTLES WITH THE ORDINANCES OF THE GOSPEL INTO THE KINGDOM OF THE GENTILES. SO THE APOSTLE, LIKE AN ECHO OF JEREMIAH, SAYS TO US, "I WILL FIRST OF ALL THAT PRAYER, SUPPLICATIONS, INTERCESSIONS AND GIVING OF THANKS BE MADE FOR ALL MEN, AND FOR THOSE IN AUTHORITY, THAT WE MAY LIVE A QUIET AND PEACEABLE LIFE IN ALL GODLINESS AND CHARITY; FOR THIS IS GOOD AND ACCEPTABLE IN THE SIGHT OF GOD OUR SAVIOR, WHO WILL HAVE ALL MEN TO BE SAVED, AND TO COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH." (4) ACCORDINGLY, THE BASILICAS OF CHRISTIAN CONGREGATIONS HAVE BEEN BUILT BY BELIEVERS AS ABODES OF PEACE, AND VINEYARDS OF THE FAITHFUL HAVE BEEN RENEWED, AND GARDENS PLANTED, WHERE CHIEF AMONG THE PLANTS IS THE MUSTARD TREE, IN WHOSE WIDE-SPREADING BRANCHES THE PRIDE OF THE GENTILES, LIKE THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN, IN ITS SOARING AMBITION, TAKES SHELTER. AGAIN, IN THE RETURN FROM CAPTIVITY AFTER SEVENTY YEARS, ACCORDING TO JEREMIAH'S PROPHECY, AND IN THE RESTORATION OF THE TEMPLE, EVERY BELIEVER IN CHRIST MUST SEE A FIGURE OF OUR RETURN AS THE CHURCH OF GOD FROM THE EXILE OF THIS WORLD TO THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM, AFTER THE SEVEN DAYS OF TIME HAVE FULFILLED THEIR COURSE. JOSHUA THE HIGH PRIEST, AFTER THE CAPTIVITY, WHO REBUILT THE TEMPLE, WAS A FIGURE OF JESUS CHRIST, THE TRUE HIGH PRIEST OF OUR RESTORATION. THE PROPHET ZECHARIAH SAW THIS JOSHUA IN A FILTHY GARMENT; AND AFTER THE DEVIL WHO STOOD BY TO ACCUSE HIM WAS DEFEATED, THE FILTHY GARMENT WAS TAKEN FROM HIM, AND A DRESS OF HONOR AND GLORY GIVEN HIM. SO, THE BODY OF JESUS CHRIST, WHICH IS THE CHURCH, WHEN THE ADVERSARY IS CONQUERED IN THE JUDGMENT AT THE END OF THE WORLD, WILL PASS FROM THE PAINS OF EXILE TO THE GLORY OF EVERLASTING SAFETY. THIS IS THE SONG OF THE PSALMIST AT THE DEDICATION OF HIS HOUSE: "THOU HAST TURNED FOR ME MY MOURNING INTO GLADNESS; THOU HAST REMOVED MY SACKCLOTH, AND GIRDED ME WITH GLADNESS, THAT MY GLORY MAY SING PRAISE UNTO THEE, AND NOT BE SILENT." (1) 
37. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE, IN A DIGRESSION LIKE THIS, TO REFER, HOWEVER BRIEFLY, TO ALL THE FIGURATIVE PREDICTIONS OF CHRIST WHICH ARE TO BE FOUND IN THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. WILL IT BE SAID THAT THESE THINGS HAPPENED IN THE REGULAR COURSE OF THINGS, AND THAT IT IS A MERE INGENIOUS FANCY TO MAKE THEM TYPICAL OF CHRIST? SUCH AN OBJECTION MIGHT COME FROM JEWS AND PAGANS; BUT THOSE WHO WISH TO BE CONSIDERED CHRISTIANS MUST YIELD TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE APOSTLE WHEN HE SAYS, "ALL THESE THINGS HAPPENED TO THEM FOR AN EXAMPLE;" AND AGAIN, "THESE THINGS ARE OUR EXAMPLES.'' (2) FOR IF TWO MEN, ISHMAEL AND ISAAC, ARE TYPES OF THE TWO COVENANTS, CAN IT BE SUPPOSED THAT THERE IS NO SIGNIFICANCE IN THE VAST NUMBER OF PARTICULARS WHICH HAVE NO HISTORICAL OR NATURAL VALUE? SUPPOSE WE WERE TO SEE SOME HEBREW CHARACTERS WRITTEN ON THE WALL OF A NOBLE BUILDING, SHOULD WE BE SO FOOLISH AS TO CONCLUDE THAT, BECAUSE WE CANNOT UNDERSTAND THE CHARACTERS, THEY ARE NOT INTENDED TO BE READ, AND ARE MERE PAINTING, WITHOUT ANY MEANING? SO, WHOEVER WITH A CANDID MIND READS ALL THESE THINGS THAT ARE CONTAINED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES, MUST FEEL CONSTRAINED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THEY HAVE A MEANING. 
38. AS AN EXAMPLE OF THOSE PARTICULARS WHICH HAVE NO MEANING AT ALL IF NOT A SYMBOLICAL ONE: GRANTING THAT IT WAS NECESSARY THAT WOMAN SHOULD BE MADE AS A HELP MEET FOR MAN, WHAT NATURAL REASON CAN BE ASSIGNED FOR HER BEING TAKEN FROM HIS SIDE WHILE HE SLEPT? GRANTING THAT AN ARK WAS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO ESCAPE FROM THE FLOOD, WHY SHOULD IT HAVE PRECISELY THESE DIMENSIONS, AND WHY SHOULD THEY BE RECORDED FOR THE DEVOUT STUDY OF FUTURE GENERATIONS? GRANTING THAT THE ANIMALS WERE BROUGHT INTO THE ARK TO PRESERVE THE VARIOUS RACES, WHY SHOULD THERE BE SEVEN CLEAN AND TWO UNCLEAN? GRANTING THAT THE ARK MUST HAVE A DOOR, WHY SHOULD IT BE IN THE SIDE, AND WHY SHOULD THIS FACT BE COMMITTED TO WRITING? ABRAHAM IS COMMANDED TO SACRIFICE HIS SON: WE MAY ALLOW THAT THIS PROOF OF HIS OBEDIENCE WAS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO MAKE IT CONSPICUOUS IN ALL AGES; WE MAY ALLOW, TOO, THAT IT WAS A PROPER THING FOR THE SON TO CARRY THE WOOD INSTEAD OF THE AGED FATHER, AND THAT IN THE END THE FATAL STROKE WAS FORBIDDEN, LEST THE FATHER SHOULD BE LEFT CHILDLESS. BUT WHAT HAD THE SHEDDING OF THE RAM'S BLOOD TO DO WITH ABRAHAM'S TRIAL? OR IF IT WAS NECESSARY TO COMPLETE THE SACRIFICE, WAS THE RAM ANY THE BETTER OF BEING CAUGHT BY THE HORNS IN A BUSH? THE HUMAN MIND, THAT IS TO SAY, A RATIONAL MIND, IS LED BY THE CONSIDERATION OF THE WAY IN WHICH THESE APPARENTLY SUPERFLUOUS THINGS ARE BLENDED WITH WHAT IS NECESSARY, FIRST TO ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR SIGNIFICANCE, AND THEN TO TRY TO DISCOVER IT. 
39. THE JEWS THEMSELVES, WHO SCOFF AT THE CRUCIFIED SAVIOR IN WHOM WE BELIEVE, AND WHO CONSEQUENTLY WILL NOT ALLOW THAT CHRIST IS PREDICTED IN THE SAYINGS AND ACTIONS RECORDED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, ARE COMPELLED TO COME TO US FOR AN EXPLANATION OF THOSE THINGS WHICH, IF NOT EXPLAINED, MUST APPEAR TRIFLING AND RIDICULOUS. THIS LED PHILO, A JEW OF GREAT LEARNING, WHOM THE GREEKS SPEAK OF AS RIVALLING PLATO IN ELOQUENCE, TO ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN SOME THINGS WITHOUT ANY REFERENCE TO CHRIST, IN WHOM HE DID NOT BELIEVE. HIS ATTEMPT ONLY SHOWS THE INFERIORITY OF ALL INGENIOUS SPECULATIONS, WHEN MADE WITHOUT KEEPING CHRIST IN VIEW, TO WHOM ALL THE PREDICTIONS REALLY POINT. SO TRUE IS THAT SAYING OF THE APOSTLE: "WHEN THEY SHALL TURN TO THE LORD, THE VEIL SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY." (3) FOR INSTANCE, NOAH'S ARK IS, ACCORDING TO PHILO, A TYPE OF THE HUMAN BODY, MEMBER BY MEMBER: WITH THIS VIEW, HE SHOWS THAT THE NUMERICAL PROPORTIONS AGREE PERFECTLY. FOR THERE IS NO REASON WHY A TYPE OF CHRIST SHOULD NOT BE A TYPE OF THE HUMAN BODY, TOO, SINCE THE SAVIOR OF MANKIND APPEARED IN A HUMAN BODY, THOUGH WHAT IS TYPICAL OF A HUMAN BODY IS NOT NECESSARILY TYPICAL OF CHRIST. PHILO'S EXPLANATION FILLS, HOWEVER, AS REGARDS THE DOOR IN THE SIDE OF THE ARK. HE ACTUALLY, FOR THE SAKE OF SAYING SOMETHING, MAKES THIS DOOR REPRESENT THE LOWER APERTURES OF THE BODY. HE HAS THE HARDIHOOD TO PUT THIS IN WORDS, AND ON PAPER. INDEED, HE KNEW NOT THE DOOR AND COULD NOT UNDERSTAND THE SYMBOL. HAD HE TURNED TO CHRIST THE VEIL WOULD HAVE BEEN TAKEN AWAY, AND HE WOULD HAVE FOUND THE SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH FLOWING FROM THE SIDE OF CHRIST'S HUMAN BODY. FOR, ACCORDING TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT, "THEY TWO SHALL BE ONE FLESH," SOME THINGS IN THE ARK WHICH IS A TYPE OF CHRIST, REFER TO CHRIST, AND SOME TO THE CHURCH. THIS CONTRAST BETWEEN THE EXPLANATIONS WHICH KEEP CHRIST IN VIEW, AND ALL OTHER INGENIOUS PERVERSIONS, IS THE SAME IN EVERY PARTICULAR OF ALL THE FIGURES IN SCRIPTURE. 
40. THE PAGANS, TOO, CANNOT DENY OUR RIGHT TO GIVE A FIGURATIVE MEANING TO BOTH WORDS AND THINGS, ESPECIALLY AS WE CAN POINT TO THE FULFILLMENT OF THE TYPES AND FIGURES. FOR THE PAGANS THEMSELVES TRY TO FIND IN THEIR OWN [BULLSHIT] FABLES, FIGURES OF NATURAL AND RELIGIOUS TRUTH. SOMETIMES THEY GIVE CLEAR EXPLANATIONS, WHILE AT OTHER TIMES THEY DISGUISE THEIR MEANING, AND WHAT IS SACRED IN THE TEMPLES BECOMES A JEST IN THE THEATRES. THEY UNITE A DISGRACEFUL LICENTIOUSNESS TO A DEGRADING SUPERSTITION. 
41. BESIDES THIS WONDERFUL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TYPES AND THE THINGS TYPIFIED, THE ADVERSARY MAY BE CONVINCED BY PLAIN PROPHETIC INTIMATIONS, SUCH AS THIS: "IN THY SEED SHALL ALL NATIONS BE BLESSED." THIS WAS SAID TO ABRAHAM, (1) AND AGAIN TO ISAAC, (2) AND AGAIN TO JACOB. (3) HENCE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WORDS "I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB." (4) GOD FULFILLS HIS PROMISE TO THEIR SEED IN BLESSING ALL NATIONS. WITH A LIKE SIGNIFICANCE, ABRAHAM HIMSELF, WHEN HE MADE HIS SERVANT SWEAR, TOLD HIM TO PUT HIS HAND UNDER HIS THIGH; (5) FOR HE KNEW THAT THENCE WOULD COME THE FLESH OF CHRIST, IN WHOM WE HAVE NOW, NOT THE PROMISE OF BLESSING TO ALL NATIONS, BUT THE PROMISE FULFILLED. 
42. I SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW, OR RATHER, IT WOULD BE WELL NOT TO KNOW, WITH WHAT BLINDNESS OF MIND FAUSTUS READS THE PASSAGE WHERE JACOB CALLS HIS SONS, AND SAYS, "ASSEMBLE, THAT I MAY TELL YOU THE THINGS THAT ARE TO HAPPEN IN THE LAST DAY. ASSEMBLE AND HEAR, YE SONS OF JACOB; GIVE EAR TO ISRAEL, YOUR FATHER." SURELY THESE ARE THE WORDS OF A PROPHET. WHAT, THEN, DOES HE SAY OF HIS SON JUDAH, OF WHOSE TRIBE CHRIST CAME OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, AS THE APOSTLE TEACHES ? "JUDAH," HE SAYS, "THY BRETHREN SHALL PRAISE THEE: THY HAND SHALL BE UPON THE BACKS OF THINE ENEMIES; THE SONS OF THY FATHER SHALL BOW DOWN TO THEE. JUDAH IS A LION'S WHELP; MY SON AND OFFSPRING: BOWING DOWN, THOU HAST GONE UP: THOU SLEEPEST AS A LION, AND AS A YOUNG LION, WHO WILL ROUSE HIM UP? A PRINCE SHALL NOT DEPART FROM JUDAH, NOR A LEADER FROM HIS LOINS, TILL THOSE THINGS COME WHICH HAVE BEEN LAID UP FOR HIM. HE ALSO IS THE DESIRE OF NATIONS: BINDING HIS FOAL UNTO THE VINE, AND HIS ASS'S COLT WITH SACKCLOTH, HE SHALL WASH HIS GARMENT IN WINE, AND HIS CLOTHES IN THE BLOOD OF GRAPES: HIS EYES ARE BRIGHT WITH WINE, AND HIS TEETH WHITER THAN MILK." (6) THERE IS NO FALSEHOOD OR OBSCURITY IN THESE WORDS WHEN WE READ THEM IN THE CLEAR LIGHT OF CHRIST. WE SEE HIS BRETHREN THE APOSTLES AND ALL HIS JOINT-HEIRS PRAISING HIM, SEEKING, NOT THEIR OWN GLORY, BUT HIS. WE SEE HIS HANDS ON THE BACKS OF HIS ENEMIES, WHO ARE BENT AND BOWED TO THE EARTH BY THE GROWTH OF THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES IN SPITE OF THEIR OPPOSITION. WE SEE HIM WORSHIPPED BY THE SONS OF JACOB, THE REMNANT SAVED ACCORDING TO THE ELECTION OF GRACE. CHRIST, WHO WAS BORN AS AN INFANT, IS THE LION'S WHELP, AS IT IS ADDED, MY SON AND OFFSPRING, TO SHOW WHY THIS WHELP, IN WHOSE PRAISE IT IS SAID, "THE LION'S WHELP IS STRONGER THAN THE HERD," (7) IS EVEN IN INFANCY STRONGER THAN ITS ELDERS. WE SEE CHRIST ASCENDING THE CROSS, AND BOWING DOWN WHEN HE GAVE UP HIS SPIRIT. WE SEE HIM SLEEPING AS A LION, BECAUSE IN DEATH ITSELF HE WAS NOT THE CONQUERED, BUT THE CONQUEROR, AND AS A LION'S WHELP; FOR THE REASON OF HIS BIRTH AND OF HIS DEATH WAS THE SAME. AND HE IS RAISED FROM THE DEAD BY HIM WHOM NO MAN HATH SEEN OR CAN SEE; FOR THE WORDS, "WHO WILL RAISE HIM UP?" POINT TO AN UNKNOWN POWER. A PRINCE DID NOT DEPART FROM JUDAH, NOR A LEADER FROM HIS LOINS, TILL IN DUE TIME THOSE THINGS CAME WHICH HAD BEEN LAID UP IN THE PROMISE. FOR WE LEARN FROM THE AUTHENTIC HISTORY OF THE JEWS THEMSELVES, THAT HEROD, UNDER WHOM CHRIST WAS BORN, WAS THEIR FIRST FOREIGN KING. SO THE SCEPTRE DID NOT DEPART FROM THE SEED OF JUDAH TILL THE THINGS LAID UP FOR HIM CAME. THEN, AS THE PROMISE IS NOT ONLY TO THE BELIEVING JEWS, IT IS ADDED: "HE IS THE DESIRE OF THE NATIONS." CHRIST BOUND HIS FOAL--THAT IS, HIS PEOPLE--TO THE VINE, WHEN HE PREACHED IN SACKCLOTH, CRYING, "REPENT, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND." THE GENTILES MADE SUBJECT TO HIM ARE REPRESENTED BY THE ASS'S COLT, ON WHICH HE ALSO SAT, LEADING IT INTO JERUSALEM, THAT IS, THE VISION OF PEACE TEACHING THE MEEK HIS WAYS. WE SEE HIM WASHING HIS GARMENTS IN WINE; FOR HE IS ONE WITH THE GLORIOUS CHURCH, WHICH HE PRESENTS TO HIMSELF, NOT HAVING SPOT OR WRINKLE; TO WHOM ALSO IT IS SAID BY ISAIAH: "THOUGH YOUR SINS BE AS SCARLET, I WILL MAKE THEM WHITE AS SNOW." (8) HOW IS THIS DONE BUT BY THE REMISSION OF SINS? AND THE WINE IS NONE OTHER THAN THAT OF WHICH IT IS SAID THAT IT IS "SHED FOR MANY, FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS." CHRIST IS THE CLUSTER THAT HUNG ON THE POLE. SO IT IS ADDED, " AND HIS CLOTHES IN THE BLOOD OF THE GRAPE." AGAIN, WHAT IS SAID OF HIS EYES BEING BRIGHT WITH WINE, IS UNDERSTOOD BY THOSE MEMBERS OF HIS BODY WHO ARE ENABLED, IN HOLY ABERRATION OF MIND FROM THE CURRENT OF EARTHLY THINGS, TO GAZE ON THE ETERNAL LIGHT OF WISDOM. SO PAUL SAYS IN A PASSAGE QUOTED BEFORE: "IF WE BE BESIDE OURSELVES, IT IS TO GOD." THOSE ARE THE EYES BRIGHT WITH WINE. BUT HE ADDS: "IF WE BE SOBER, IT IS FOR YOUR SAKES." THE BABES NEEDING TO BE FED WITH MILK ARE NOT FORGOTTEN, AS IS DENOTED BY THE WORDS, "HIS TEETH ARE WHITER THAN MILK." 
43. WHAT CAN OUR DELUDED ADVERSARIES SAY TO SUCH PLAIN EXAMPLES, WHICH LEAVE NO ROOM FOR PERVERSE DENIAL, OR EVEN FOR SCEPTICAL UNCERTAINTY? I CALL ON THE MANICHAEANS TO BEGIN TO INQUIRE INTO THESE SUBJECTS, AND TO ADMIT THE FORCE OF THESE EVIDENCES, ON WHICH I HAVE NO TIME TO DWELL; NOR DO I WISH TO MAKE A SELECTION, IN CASE THE IGNORANT READER SHOULD THINK THERE ARE NO OTHERS, WHILE THE CHRISTIAN STUDENT MIGHT BLAME ME FOR THE OMISSION OF MANY POINTS MORE STRIKING THAN THOSE WHICH OCCUR TO ME AT THE MOMENT. YOU WILL FIND MANY PASSAGES WHICH REQUIRE NO SUCH EXPLANATION AS HAS BEEN GIVEN HERE OF JACOB'S PROPHECY. FOR INSTANCE, EVERY READER CAN UNDERSTAND THE WORDS, "HE WAS LED AS A LAMB TO THE SLAUGHTER," AND THE WHOLE OF THAT PLAIN PROPHECY, "WITH HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED" --" HE BORE OUR SINS." (1) WE HAVE A POETICAL GOSPEL IN THE WORDS: "THEY PIERCED MY HANDS AND FEET. THEY HAVE TOLD ALL MY BONES. THEY LOOK AND STARE UPON ME. THEY DIVIDED MY GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND CAST LOTS ON MY VESTURE." (2) THE BLIND EVEN MAY NOW SEE THE FULFILLMENT OF THE WORDS: "ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH SHALL REMEMBER AND TURN UNTO THE LORD, AND ALL KINGDOMS OF THE NATIONS SHALL WORSHIP BEFORE HIM." THE WORDS IN THE GOSPEL, "MY SOUL IS SORROWFUL, EVEN UNTO DEATH," "MY SOUL IS TROUBLED," ARE A REPETITION OF THE WORDS IN THE PSALM, "I SLEPT IN TROUBLE." (3) AND WHO MADE HIM SLEEP? WHOSE VOICES CRIED, CRUCIFY HIM, CRUCIFY HIM? THE PSALM TELLS US: "THE SONS OF MEN, THEIR TEETH ARE SPEARS AND ARROWS, AND THEIR TONGUE A SHARP SWORD." (4) BUT THEY COULD NOT PREVENT HIS RESURRECTION, OR HIS ASCENSION ABOVE THE HEAVENS, OR HIS FILLING THE EARTH WITH THE GLORY OF HIS NAME; FOR THE PSALM SAYS: "BE THOU EXALTED, O GOD, ABOVE THE HEAVENS, AND LET THY GLORY BE ABOVE ALL THE EARTH." EVERY ONE MUST APPLY THESE WORDS TO CHRIST: "THE LORD SAID UNTO ME, THOU ART MY SON, THIS DAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN THEE. ASK OF ME, AND I WILL GIVE THEE THE HEATHEN FOR THINE INHERITANCE, AND THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE EARTH FOR THY POSSESSION." (5) AND WHAT JEREMIAH SAYS OF WISDOM PLAINLY APPLIES TO CHRIST: "JACOB DELIVERED IT TO HIS SON, AND ISRAEL TO HIS CHOSEN ONE. AFTERWARDS HE APPEARED ON EARTH, AND CONVERSED WITH MEN." (6) 
44. THE SAME SAVIOUR IS SPOKEN OF IN DANIEL, WHERE THE SON OF MAN APPEARS BEFORE THE ANCIENT OF DAYS, AND RECEIVES A KINGDOM WITHOUT END, THAT ALL NATIONS MAY SERVE HIM. (7) IN THE PASSAGE QUOTED FROM DANIEL BY THE LORD HIMSELF, "WHEN YE SHALL SEE THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION, SPOKEN OF BY DANIEL THE PROPHET, STANDING IN THE HOLY PLACE, LET HIM THAT READETH UNDERSTAND," (3) THE NUMBER OF WEEKS POINTS NOT ONLY TO CHRIST, BUT TO THE VERY TIME OF HIS ADVENT. WITH THE JEWS, WHO LOOK TO CHRIST FOR SALVATION AS WE DO, BUT DENY THAT HE HAS COME AND SUFFERED, WE CAN ARGUE FROM ACTUAL EVENTS. BESIDES THE CONVERSION OF THE HEATHEN, NOW SO UNIVERSAL, AS PROPHESIED OF CHRIST IN THEIR OWN SCRIPTURES, THERE ARE THE EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS THEMSELVES. THEIR HOLY PLACE IS THROWN DOWN, THE SACRIFICE HAS CEASED, AND THE PRIEST, AND THE ANCIENT ANOINTING; WHICH WAS ALL CLEARLY FORETOLD BY DANIEL WHEN HE PROPHESIED OF THE ANOINTING OF THE MOST HOLY. (9) NOW, THAT ALL THESE THINGS HAVE TAKEN PLACE, WE ASK THE JEWS FOR THE ANOINTED MOST HOLY, AND THEY HAVE NO ANSWER TO GIVE. BUT IT IS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT THAT THE JEWS DERIVE ALL THE KNOWLEDGE THEY HAVE OF CHRIST AND HIS ADVENT. WHY DO THEY ASK JOHN WHETHER HE IS CHRIST? WHY DO THEY SAY TO THE LORD, 'HOW LONG DOST THOU MAKE US TO DOUBT? IF THOU ART THE CHRIST, TELL US PLAINLY." WHY DO PETER AND ANDREW AND PHILIP SAY TO NATHANAEL, "WE HAVE FOUND MESSIAS, WHICH IS INTERPRETED CHRIST," BUT BECAUSE THIS NAME WAS KNOWN TO THEM FROM THE PROPHECIES OF THEIR SCRIPTURES? IN NO OTHER NATION WERE THE KINGS AND PRIESTS ANOINTED, AND CALLED ANOINTED OR CHRISTS. NOR COULD THIS SYMBOLICAL ANOINTING BE DISCONTINUED TILL THE COMING OF HIM WHO WAS THUS PREFIGURED. FOR AMONG ALL THEIR ANOINTED ONES THE JEWS LOOKED FOR ONE WHO WAS TO SAVE THEM. BUT IN THE MYSTERIOUS JUSTICE OF GOD THEY WERE BLINDED; AND THINKING ONLY OF THE POWER OF THE MESSIAH, THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND HIS WEAKNESS, IN WHICH HE DIED FOR US. IN THE BOOK OF WISDOM, IT IS PROPHESIED OF THE JEWS: "LET US CONDEMN HIM TO AN IGNOMINIOUS DEATH; FOR HE WILL BE PROVED IN HIS WORDS. IF HE IS TRULY THE SON OF GOD, HE WILL AID HIM; AND DELIVER HIM FROM THE HAND OF HIS ENEMIES. THUS, THEY THOUGHT, AND ERRED; FOR THEIR WICKEDNESS BLINDED THEM." (1) THESE WORDS APPLY ALSO TO THOSE WHO, IN SPITE OF ALL THESE EVIDENCES, IN SPITE OF SUCH A SERIES OF PROPHECIES, AND OF THEIR FULFILLMENT, STILL DENY THAT CHRIST IS FORETOLD IN THE SCRIPTURES. AS OFTEN AS THEY REPEAT THIS DENIAL, WE CAN PRODUCE FRESH PROOFS, WITH THE HELP OF HIM WHO HAS MADE SUCH PROVISION AGAINST HUMAN PERVERSITY, THAT PROOFS ALREADY GIVEN NEED NOT BE REPEATED. 
45. FAUSTUS HAS AN EVASIVE OBJECTION, WHICH HE NO DOUBT THINKS A MOST INGENIOUS WAY OF ELUDING THE FORCE OF THE CLEAREST EVIDENCE OF PROPHECY, BUT OF WHICH ONE IS UNWILLING TO TAKE ANY NOTICE, BECAUSE ANSWERING IT MAY GIVE IT AN APPEARANCE OF IMPORTANCE WHICH IT DOES NOT REALLY POSSESS. WHAT COULD BE MORE IRRATIONAL THAN TO SAY THAT IT IS WEAK FAITH WHICH WILL NOT BELIEVE IN CHRIST WITHOUT EVIDENCE? DO OUR ADVERSARIES, THEN, BELIEVE IN TESTIMONY ABOUT CHRIST? FAUSTUS WISHES US TO BELIEVE THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN AS DISTINGUISHED FROM HUMAN TESTIMONY. BUT DID THEY HEAR THIS VOICE? HAS NOT THE KNOWLEDGE OF IT COME TO US THROUGH HUMAN TESTIMONY? THE APOSTLE DESCRIBES THE TRANSMISSION OF THIS KNOWLEDGE, WHEN HE SAYS: "HOW SHALL THEY CALL ON HIM ON WHOM THEY HAVE NOT BELIEVED? AND HOW SHALL THEY BELIEVE ON HIM OF WHOM THEY HAVE NOT HEARD? AND HOW SHALL THEY HEAR WITHOUT A PREACHER? AND HOW SHALL THEY PREACH EXCEPT THEY BE SENT? AS IT IS WRITTEN, "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THEM WHO PUBLISH PEACE, WHO BRING GOOD TIDINGS!'' (2) CLEARLY, IN THE PREACHING OF THE APOSTLES THERE WAS A REFERENCE TO PROPHETIC TESTIMONY. THE APOSTLES QUOTED THE PREDICTIONS OF THE PROPHETS, TO PROVE THE TRUTH AND IMPORTANCE OF THEIR DOCTRINES. FOR ALTHOUGH THEIR PREACHING WAS ACCOMPANIED WITH THE POWER OF WORKING MIRACLES, THE MIRACLES WOULD HAVE BEEN ASCRIBED TO MAGIC, AS SOME EVEN NOW VENTURE TO INSINUATE, UNLESS THE APOSTLES HAD SHOWN THAT THE AUTHORITY OF THE PROPHETS WAS IN THEIR FAVOR. THE TESTIMONY OF PROPHETS WHO LIVED SO LONG BEFORE COULD NOT BE ASCRIBED TO MAGICAL ARTS. PERHAPS THE REASON WHY FAUSTUS WILL NOT HAVE US BELIEVE THE HEBREW PROPHETS AS WITNESSES OF THE TRUE CHRIST, IS BECAUSE HE BELIEVES PERSIAN HERESIES ABOUT A FALSE CHRIST. 
46. ACCORDING TO THE TEACHING OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, THE CHRISTIAN MIND MUST FIRST BE NOURISHED IN SIMPLE FAITH, IN ORDER THAT IT MAY BECOME CAPABLE OF UNDERSTANDING THINGS HEAVENLY AND ETERNAL. THUS, IT IS SAID BY THE PROPHET: "UNLESS YE BELIEVE, YE SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND.'' (3) SIMPLE FAITH IS THAT BY WHICH, BEFORE WE ATTAIN TO THE HEIGHT OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LOVE OF CHRIST, THAT WE MAY BE FILLED WITH ALL THE FULLNESS OF GOD, WE BELIEVE THAT NOT WITHOUT REASON WAS THE DISPENSATION OF CHRIST'S HUMILIATION, IN WHICH HE WAS BORN AND SUFFERED AS MAN, FORETOLD SO LONG BEFORE BY THE PROPHETS THROUGH A PROPHETIC RACE, A PROPHETIC PEOPLE, A PROPHETIC KINGDOM. THIS FAITH TEACHES US, THAT IN THE FOOLISHNESS WHICH IS WISER THAN MEN, AND IN THE, WEAKNESS WHICH IS STRONGER THAN MEN, IS CONTAINED THE HIDDEN MEANS OF OUR JUSTIFICATION AND GLORIFICATION. THERE ARE HID ALL THE TREASURES OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE, WHICH ARE OPENED TO NO ONE WHO DESPISES THE NOURISHMENT TRANSMITTED THROUGH THE BREAST OF HIS MOTHER THAT IS, THE MILK OF APOSTOLIC AND PROPHETIC INSTRUCTION; OR WHO, THINKING HIMSELF TOO OLD FOR INFANTILE NOURISHMENT, DEVOURS HERETICAL POISON INSTEAD OF THE FOOD OF WISDOM, FOR WHICH HE RASHLY THOUGHT HIMSELF PREPARED. TO REQUIRE SIMPLE FAITH IS QUITE CONSISTENT WITH REQUIRING FAITH IN THE PROPHETS. THE VERY USE OF SIMPLE FAITH IS TO BELIEVE THE PROPHETS AT THE OUTSET, WHILE THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE PERSON WHO SPEAKS IN THE PROPHETS IS ATTAINED AFTER THE MIND HAS BEEN PURIFIED AND STRENGTHENED. 
47. BUT, IT IS SAID, IF THE PROPHETS FORETOLD CHRIST, THEY DID NOT LIVE IN A WAY BECOMING THEIR OFFICE. HOW CAN YOU TELL WHETHER THEY DID OR NOT? YOU ARE BAD JUDGES OF WHAT IT IS TO LIVE WELL OR ILL, WHOSE JUSTICE CONSISTS IN GIVING RELIEF TO AN INANIMATE MELON BY EATING IT, INSTEAD OF GIVING FOOD TO THE STARVING BEGGAR. IT IS ENOUGH FOR THE BABES IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, WHO DO NOT YET KNOW THE PERFECT JUSTICE OF THE HUMAN SOUL, AND THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE JUSTICE AIMED AT AND THAT ACTUALLY ATTAINED, TO THINK OF THOSE MEN ACCORDING TO THE WHOLESOME DOCTRINE OF THE APOSTLES, THAT THE JUST LIVES BY FAITH. "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS COUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR THE SCRIPTURE, FORE-SEEING THAT GOD WOULD JUSTIFY THE GENTILES BY FAITH, PREACHED BEFORE THE GOSPEL UNTO ABRAHAM, SAYING, IN THY SEED SHALL ALL NATIONS BE BLESSED." (4) THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE. IF YOU WOULD, AT HIS CLEAR WELL-KNOWN VOICE, WAKE UP FROM YOUR UNPROFITABLE DREAMS, YOU WOULD FOLLOW IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF OUR FATHER ABRAHAM, AND WOULD BE BLESSED, ALONG WITH ALL NATIONS, IN HIS SEED. FOR, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "HE RECEIVED THE SIGN OF CIRCUMCISION, A SEAL OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE FAITH WHICH HE HAD, YET BEING UNCIRCUMCISED, THAT HE MIGHT BE THE FATHER OF ALL THAT BELIEVE IN UN-CIRCUMCISION; THAT HE MIGHT BE THE FATHER OF CIRCUMCISION NOT ONLY TO THOSE WHO ARE OF THE CIRCUMCISION, BUT ALSO TO THOSE WHO FOLLOW THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE FAITH OF OUR FATHER ABRAHAM IN UNCIRCUMCISION." (1) SINCE THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF ABRAHAM'S FAITH IS THUS SET FORTH AS AN EXAMPLE TO US, THAT WE TOO, BEING JUSTIFIED BY FAITH, MAY HAVE PEACE WITH GOD, WE OUGHT TO UNDERSTAND HIS MANNER OF LIFE, WITHOUT FINDING FAULT WITH IT; LEST, BY A PREMATURE SEPARATION FROM MOTHER-CHURCH, WE PROVE ABORTIONS, INSTEAD OF BEING BROUGHT FORTH IN DUE TIME, WHEN THE CONCEPTION HAS ARRIVED AT COMPLETENESS. 
48. THIS IS A BRIEF REPLY TO FAUSTUS IN BEHALF OF THE CHARACTER OF THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS. IT IS THE REPLY OF THE BABES OF OUR FAITH, AMONG WHOM I WOULD RECKON MYSELF, INASMUCH AS I WOULD NOT FIND FAULT WITH THE LIFE OF THE ANCIENT SAINTS, EVEN IF I DID NOT UNDERSTAND ITS MYSTICAL CHARACTER. THEIR LIFE IS PROCLAIMED TO US WITH APPROVAL BY THE APOSTLES IN THEIR GOSPEL, AS THEY THEMSELVES IN THEIR PROPHECY FORETOLD THE FUTURE APOSTLES, THAT THE TWO TESTAMENTS, LIKE THE SERAPHIM, MIGHT CRY TO ONE ANOTHER, "HOLY, HOLY, HOLY IS THE LORD GOD OF HOSTS.'' (2) WHEN FAUSTUS, INSTEAD OF THE VAGUE GENERAL ACCUSATION WHICH HE MAKES HERE, CONDEMNS PARTICULAR ACTIONS IN THE LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS AND THE PROPHETS, THE LORD THEIR GOD, AND OURS ALSO, WILL ASSIST ME TO REPLY SUITABLY AND APPROPRIATELY TO THE SEPARATE CHARGES. FOR THE PRESENT, THE READER MUST CHOOSE WHETHER TO BELIEVE THE COMMENDATION OF THE APOSTLE PAUL OR THE ACCUSATIONS OF FAUSTUS THE MANICHÆN. (3) 
BOOK XIII.
FAUSTUS ASSERTS THAT EVEN IF THE OLD TESTAMENT COULD BE SHOWN TO CONTAIN PREDICTIONS, IT WOULD BE OF INTEREST ONLY TO THE JEWS, PAGAN LITERATURE SUBSERVING THE SAME PURPOSE FOR GENTILES. AUGUSTIN SHOWS THE VALUE OF PROPHESY FOR GENTILES AND JEWS ALIKE 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: WE ARE ASKED HOW WE WORSHIP CHRIST WHEN WE REJECT THE PROPHETS, WHO DECLARED THE PROMISE OF HIS ADVENT. IT IS DOUBTFUL WHETHER, ON EXAMINATION, IT CAN BE SHOWN THAT THE HEBREW PROPHETS FORETOLD OUR CHRIST, THAT IS, THE SON OF GOD. BUT WERE IT SO, WHAT DOES IT MATTER TO US? THESE TESTIMONIES OF THE PROPHETS THAT YOU SPEAK OF WERE THE MEANS OF CONVERTING ANY ONE FROM JUDAISM TO CHRISTIANITY, AND IF HE SHOULD AFTERWARDS NEGLECT THESE PROPHETS, HE WOULD CERTAINLY BE IN THE WRONG, AND WOULD BE CHARGEABLE WITH INGRATITUDE. BUT WE ARE BY NATURE GENTILES, OF THE UNCIRCUMCISION; AS PAUL SAYS, BORN UNDER ANOTHER LAW. THOSE WHOM THE GENTILES CALL POETS WERE OUR FIRST RELIGIOUS TEACHERS, AND FROM THEM WE WERE AFTERWARDS CONVERTED TO CHRISTIANITY. WE DID NOT FIRST BECOME JEWS, SO AS TO REACH CHRISTIANITY THROUGH FAITH IN THEIR PROPHETS; BUT WERE ATTRACTED SOLELY BY THE FAME, AND THE VIRTUES, AND THE WISDOM OF OUR LIBERATOR JESUS CHRIST. IF I WERE STILL IN THE RELIGION OF MY FATHERS, AND A PREACHER WERE TO COME USING THE PROPHETS AS EVIDENCE IN FAVOR OF CHRISTIANITY, I SHOULD THINK HIM MAD FOR ATTEMPTING TO SUPPORT WHAT IS DOUBTFUL BY WHAT IS STILL MORE DOUBTFUL TO A GENTILE OF ANOTHER RELIGION ALTOGETHER. HE WOULD REQUIRE FIRST TO PERSUADE ME TO BELIEVE THE PROPHETS, AND THEN THROUGH THE PROPHETS TO BELIEVE CHRIST. AND TO PROVE THE TRUTH OF THE PROPHETS, OTHER PROPHETS WOULD BE NECESSARY. FOR IF THE PROPHETS BEAR WITNESS TO CHRIST, WHO BEARS WITNESS TO THE PROPHETS? YOU WILL PERHAPS SAY THAT CHRIST AND THE PROPHETS MUTUALLY SUPPORT EACH OTHER. BUT A PAGAN, WHO HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH EITHER, WOULD BELIEVE NEITHER THE EVIDENCE OF CHRIST TO THE PROPHETS, NOR THAT OF THE PROPHETS TO CHRIST. IF THE PAGAN BECOMES A CHRISTIAN, HE HAS TO THANK HIS OWN FAITH, AND NOTHING ELSE. LET US, FOR THE SAKE OF ILLUSTRATION, SUPPOSE OURSELVES CONVERSING WITH A GENTILE INQUIRER. WE TELL HIM TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST, BECAUSE HE IS GOD. HE ASKS FOR PROOF. WE REFER HIM TO THE PROPHETS. HE ASKS, WHAT PROPHETS? WE REPLY, THE HEBREW. HE SMILES, AND SAYS THAT HE DOES NOT BELIEVE THEM. WE REMIND HIM THAT CHRIST TESTIFIES TO THEM. HE REPLIES, LAUGHING, THAT WE MUST FIRST MAKE HIM BELIEVE IN CHRIST. THE RESULT OF SUCH A CONVERSATION IS THAT WE ARE SILENCED, AND THE INQUIRER DEPARTS, THINKING US MORE ZEALOUS THAN WISE. AGAIN, I SAY, THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, WHICH CONSISTS MORE OF GENTILES THAN OF JEWS, CAN OWE NOTHING TO HEBREW WITNESSES. IF, AS IS SAID, ANY PROPHECIES OF CHRIST ARE TO BE FOUND IN THE SIBYL, (1) OR IN HERMES, (2) CALLED TRISMEGISTUS, OR ORPHEUS, OR ANY HEATHEN POET, THEY MIGHT AID THE FAITH OF THOSE WHO, LIKE US, ARE CONVERTS FROM HEATHENISM TO CHRISTIANITY. BUT THE TESTIMONY OF THE HEBREWS IS USELESS TO US BEFORE CONVERSION, FOR THEN WE CANNOT BELIEVE THEM; AND SUPERFLUOUS AFTER, FOR WE BELIEVE WITHOUT THEM. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: AFTER THE LONG REPLY OF LAST BOOK, A SHORT ANSWER MAY SUFFICE HERE. TO ONE WHO HAS READ THAT REPLY, IT MUST SEEM INSANITY IN FAUSTUS TO PERSIST IN DENYING THAT CHRIST WAS FORETOLD BY THE HEBREW PROPHETS, WHEN THE HEBREW NATION WAS THE ONLY ONE IN WHICH THE NAME CHRIST HAD A PECULIAR SACREDNESS AS APPLIED TO KINGS AND PRIESTS; IN WHICH SENSE IT CONTINUED TO BE APPLIED TILL THE COMING OF HIM WHOM THOSE KINGS AND PRIESTS TYPIFIED. WHERE DID THE MANICHAEAN LEARN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST? IF FROM MANICHAEUS, IT IS VERY STRANGE THAT AFRICANS, NOT TO SPEAK OF OTHERS, SHOULD BELIEVE THE PERSIAN MANICHAEUS, SINCE FAUSTUS FINDS FAULT WITH THE ROMANS AND GREEKS, AND OTHER GENTILES, FOR BELIEVING THE HEBREW PROPHETS AS BELONGING TO ANOTHER RACE. ACCORDING TO FAUSTUS, THE PREDICTIONS OF THE SIBYL, OR ORPHEUS, OR ANY HEATHEN POET, ARE MORE SUITABLE FOR LEADING GENTILES TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST. HE FORGETS THAT NONE OF THESE ARE READ IN THE CHURCHES, WHEREAS THE VOICE OF THE HEBREW PROPHETS, SOUNDING EVERYWHERE, DRAWS SWARMS OF PEOPLE TO CHRISTIANITY. WHEN IT IS SO EVIDENT THAT MEN ARE EVERYWHERE LED TO CHRIST BY THE HEBREW PROPHETS, IT IS GREAT ABSURDITY TO SAY THAT THOSE PROPHETS ARE NOT SUITABLE FOR THE GENTILES. 
3. CHRIST AS FORETOLD BY THE HEBREW PROPHETS DOES NOT PLEASE YOU; BUT THIS IS THE CHRIST IN WHOM THE GENTILE NATIONS BELIEVE, WITH WHOM, ACCORDING TO YOU, HEBREW PROPHECY SHOULD HAVE NO WEIGHT. THEY RECEIVE THE GOSPEL WHICH, AS PAUL SAYS, "GOD HAD PROMISED BEFORE BY HIS PROPHETS IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES OF HIS SON, WHO WAS MADE OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH." (3) SO, WE READ IN ISAIAH: "THERE SHALL BE A ROOT OF JESSE, WHICH SHALL RISE TO REIGN IN THE NATIONS; IN HIM SHALL THE GENTILES TRUST.'' (4) AND AGAIN: "BEHOLD, A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE AND BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME EMMANUEL," (5) WHICH IS, BEING INTERPRETED, GOD WITH US. NOR LET THE MANICHAEAN THINK THAT CHRIST IS FORETOLD ONLY AS A MAN BY THE HEBREW PROPHETS; FOR THIS IS WHAT FAUSTUS SEEMS TO INSINUATE WHEN HE SAYS, "OUR CHRIST IS THE SON OF GOD," AS IF THE CHRIST OF THE HEBREWS WAS NOT THE SON OF GOD. WE CAN PROVE CHRIST THE VIRGIN'S SON OF HEBREW PROPHECY TO BE GOD. FOR THE LORD HIMSELF TEACHES THE CARNAL JEWS NOT TO THINK THAT, BECAUSE HE IS FORETOLD AS THE SON OF DAVID, HE IS THEREFORE NO MORE THAN THAT. HE ASKS: "WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST? WHOSE SON, IS HE?" THEY REPLY: "OF DAVID." THEN, TO REMIND THEM OF THE NAME EMMANUEL, GOD WITH US, HE SAYS: "HOW DOES DAVID IN THE SPIRIT CALL HIM LORD, SAYING, THE LORD SAID UNTO MY LORD, SIT THOU AT MY RIGHT HAND, TILL I MAKE THINE ENEMIES THY FOOTSTOOL? " (6) HERE, THEN, CHRIST APPEARS AS GOD IN HEBREW PROPHECY. WHAT PROPHECY CAN THE MANICHAEANS SHOW WITH THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST IN IT? 
4. MANICHAEUS INDEED WAS NOT A PROPHET OF CHRIST, BUT CALLS HIMSELF AN APOSTLE, WHICH IS A SHAMELESS FALSEHOOD; FOR IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT THIS HERESY BEGAN NOT ONLY AFTER TERTULLIAN, BUT AFTER CYPRIAN. IN ALL HIS LETTERS MANICHAEUS BEGINS THUS: "MANICHAEUS, AN APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST." WHY DO YOU BELIEVE WHAT MANICHAEUS SAYS OF CHRIST? WHAT EVIDENCE DOES HE GIVE OF HIS APOSTLESHIP? THIS VERY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST IS KNOWN TO US ONLY FROM THE JEWS, WHO, IN THEIR APPLICATION OF IT 'TO THEIR KINGS AND PRIESTS, WERE NOT INDIVIDUALLY, BUT NATIONALLY, PROPHETS OF CHRIST AND CHRIST'S KINGDOM. WHAT RIGHT HAS HE TO USE THIS NAME, WHO FORBIDS YOU TO BELIEVE THE HEBREW PROPHETS, THAT HE MAY MAKE YOU THE HERETICAL DISCIPLES OF A FALSE CHRIST, AS HE HIMSELF IS A FALSE AND HERETICAL APOSTLE? AND IF FAUSTUS QUOTES AS EVIDENCE IN HIS OWN SUPPORT SOME PROPHETS WHO, ACCORDING TO HIM, FORETELL CHRIST, HOW WILL HE SATISFY HIS SUPPOSED INQUIRER, WHO WILL NOT BELIEVE EITHER THE PROPHETS OR FAUSTUS? WILL HE TAKE OUR APOSTLES AS WITNESSES? UNLESS HE CAN FIND SOME APOSTLES IN LIFE, HE MUST READ THEIR WRITINGS; AND THESE ARE ALL AGAINST HIM. THEY TEACH OUR DOCTRINE THAT CHRIST WAS BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY, THAT HE WAS THE SON OF GOD, OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH. HE CANNOT PRETEND THAT THE WRITINGS HAVE BEEN TAMPERED WITH, FOR THAT WOULD BE TO ATTACK THE CREDIT OF HIS OWN WITNESSES. OR IF HE PRODUCES HIS OWN MANUSCRIPTS OF THE APOSTOLIC WRITINGS, HE MUST ALSO OBTAIN FOR THEM THE AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCHES FOUNDED BY THE APOSTLES THEMSELVES, BY SHOWING THAT THEY HAVE BEEN PRESERVED AND TRANSMITTED WITH THEIR SANCTION. IT WILL BE DIFFICULT FOR A MAN TO MAKE ME BELIEVE HIM ON THE EVIDENCE OF WRITINGS WHICH DERIVE ALL THEIR AUTHORITY FROM HIS OWN WORD, WHICH I DO NOT BELIEVE. 
5. BUT PERHAPS YOU BELIEVE THE COMMON REPORT ABOUT CHRIST. FAUSTUS MAKES A FEEBLE SUGGESTION OF THIS KIND AS A LAST RESOURCE, TO ESCAPE BEING OBLIGED EITHER TO PRODUCE HIS WORTHLESS AUTHORITIES, OR TO COME UNDER THE POWER OF THOSE OPPOSED TO HIM. WELL, IF REPORT IS YOUR AUTHORITY, YOU SHOULD CONSIDER THE CONSEQUENCES OF TRUSTING TO SUCH EVIDENCE. THERE ARE MANY BAD THINGS REPORTED OF YOU WHICH YOU DO NOT WISH PEOPLE TO BELIEVE. IS IT REASONABLE TO MAKE THE SAME EVIDENCE TRUE ABOUT CHRIST AND FALSE ABOUT YOURSELVES? IN FACT, YOU DENY THE COMMON REPORT ABOUT CHRIST. FOR THE REPORT MOST WIDELY SPREAD, AND WHICH EVERY ONE HAS HEARD REPEATED, IS THAT WHICH DISTINCTLY ASSERTS THAT CHRIST WAS BORN OF THE SEED OF DAVID, ACCORDING TO THE PROMISE MADE IN THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES TO ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB: "IN THY SEED SHALL ALL NATIONS BE BLESSED." YOU WILL NOT ADMIT THIS HEBREW TESTIMONY, BUT YOU DO NOT SEEM TO HAVE ANY OTHER. THE AUTHORITY OF OUR BOOKS, WHICH IS CONFIRMED BY THE AGREEMENT OF SO MANY NATIONS, SUPPORTED BY A SUCCESSION OF APOSTLES, BISHOPS, AND COUNCILS, IS AGAINST YOU. YOUR BOOKS HAVE NO AUTHORITY, FOR IT IS AN AUTHORITY MAINTAINED BY ONLY A FEW, AND THESE THE WORSHIPPERS OF AN UNTRUTHFUL GOD AND CHRIST. IF THEY ARE NOT FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF THE BEINGS THEY WORSHIP, THEIR TESTIMONY MUST BE AGAINST THEIR OWN FALSE DOCTRINE. AND, ONCE MORE, COMMON REPORT GIVES A VERY BAD ACCOUNT OF YOU, AND INVARIABLY ASSERTS, IN OPPOSITION TO YOU, THAT CHRIST WAS OF THE SEED OF DAVID. YOU DID NOT HEAR THE VOICE OF THE FATHER FROM HEAVEN. YOU DID NOT SEE THE WORKS BY WHICH CHRIST BORE WITNESS TO HIMSELF. THE BOOKS WHICH TELL OF THESE THINGS YOU PROFESS TO RECEIVE, THAT YOU MAY MAINTAIN A DELUSIVE APPEARANCE OF CHRISTIANITY; BUT WHEN ANYTHING IS QUOTED AGAINST YOU, YOU SAY THAT THE BOOKS HAVE BEEN TAMPERED WITH. YOU QUOTE THE PASSAGE WHERE CHRIST SAYS, "IF YE BELIEVE NOT ME, BELIEVE THE WORKS;" AND AGAIN, "I AM ONE THAT BEAR WITNESS OF MYSELF, AND THE FATHER THAT SENT ME BEARS WITNESS OF ME;" BUT YOU WILL NOT LET US QUOTE IN REPLY SUCH PASSAGES AS THESE: "SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES; FOR IN THEM YE THINK THAT YE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, AND THEY ARE THEY THAT TESTIFY OF ME;" "IF YE BELIEVED MOSES, YE WOULD BELIEVE ME, FOR HE WROTE OF ME;" "THEY HAVE MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, LET THEM HEAR THEM;" "IF THEY HEAR NOT MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, NEITHER WILL THEY BELIEVE THOUGH ONE ROSE FROM THE DEAD." WHAT HAVE YOU TO SAY FOR YOURSELVES? WHERE IS YOUR AUTHORITY? IF YOU REJECT THESE PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE, IN SPITE OF THE WEIGHTY AUTHORITY IN THEIR FAVOR, WHAT MIRACLES CAN YOU SHOW? HOWEVER, IF YOU DID WORK MIRACLES, WE SHOULD BE ON OUR GUARD AGAINST RECEIVING THEIR EVIDENCE IN YOUR CASE; FOR THE LORD HAS FOREWARNED US: "MANY FALSE CHRISTS AND FALSE PROPHETS SHALL ARISE, AND SHALL DO MANY SIGNS AND WONDERS, THAT THEY MAY DECEIVE, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE, THE VERY ELECT: BEHOLD, I HAVE TOLD YOU BEFORE." (1) THIS SHOWS THAT THE ESTABLISHED AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE MUST OUTWEIGH EVERY OTHER; FOR IT DERIVES NEW CONFIRMATION FROM THE PROGRESS OF EVENTS WHICH HAPPEN, AS SCRIPTURE PROVES, IN FULFILLMENT OF THE PREDICTIONS MADE SO LONG BEFORE THEIR OCCURRENCE. 
6. ARE, THEN, YOUR DOCTRINES SO MANIFESTLY TRUE, THAT THEY REQUIRE NO SUPPORT FROM MIRACLES OR FROM ANY TESTIMONY? SHOW US THESE SELF-EVIDENT TRUTHS, IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING OF THE KIND TO SHOW. YOUR LEGENDS, AS WE HAVE ALREADY SEEN, ARE LONG AND SILLY, OLD WIVES, [BULLSHIT] FABLES FOR THE AMUSEMENT OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. THE BEGINNING IS DETACHED FROM THE REST, THE MIDDLE IS UNSOUND, AND THE END IS A MISERABLE FAILURE. IF YOU BEGIN WITH THE IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, INCORRUPTIBLE GOD, WHAT NEED WAS THERE OF HIS FIGHTING WITH THE RACE OF DARKNESS? AND AS FOR THE MIDDLE OF YOUR THEORY, WHAT BECOMES OF THE INCORRUPTIBILITY AND UNCHANGEABLENESS OF GOD, WHEN HIS MEMBERS IN FRUITS AND VEGETABLES ARE PURIFIED BY YOUR MASTICATION AND DIGESTION? AND FOR THE END, IS IT JUST THAT THE WRETCHED SOUL SHOULD BE PUNISHED WITH LASTING CONFINEMENT IN THE MASS OF DARKNESS, BECAUSE ITS GOD IS UNABLE TO CLEANSE IT OF THE DEFILEMENT CONTRACTED FROM EVIL EXTERNAL TO ITSELF IN THE FULFILLMENT OF HIS OWN COMMISSION? YOU ARE AT A LOSS FOR A REPLY. SEE THE WORTHLESSNESS OF YOUR BOASTED MANUSCRIPTS, NUMEROUS AND VALUABLE AS YOU SAY THEY ARE! ALAS FOR THE TOILS OF THE ANTIQUARIES! ALAS FOR THE PROPERTY OF THE UNHAPPY OWNERS! ALAS FOR THE FOOD OF THE DELUDED FOLLOWERS! DESTITUTE AS YOU ARE OF SCRIPTURE AUTHORITY, OF THE POWER OF MIRACLES, OF MORAL EXCELLENCE, AND OF SOUND DOCTRINE, DEPART ASHAMED, AND RETURN PENITENT, CONFESSING THAT TRUE CHRIST, WHO IS THE SAVIOR OF ALL WHO BELIEVE IN HIM, WHOSE NAME AND WHOSE CHURCH ARE NOW DISPLAYED AS THEY WERE OF OLD FORETOLD, NOT BY SOME BEING ISSUING FROM SUBTERRANEAN DARKNESS, BUT BY A NATION IN A DISTINCT KINGDOM ESTABLISHED FOR THIS PURPOSE, THAT THERE THOSE THINGS MIGHT BE FIGURATIVELY PREDICTED OF CHRIST WHICH ARE NOW IN REALITY FULFILLED, AND THE PROPHETS MIGHT FORETELL IN WRITING WHAT THE APOSTLES NOW EXHIBIT IN THEIR PREACHING. 
7. LET US SUPPOSE, THEN, A CONVERSATION WITH A HEATHEN INQUIRER, IN WHICH FAUSTUS DESCRIBED US AS MAKING A POOR APPEARANCE, THOUGH HIS OWN APPEARANCE WAS MUCH MORE DEPLORABLE. IF WE SAY TO THE HEATHEN, BELIEVE IN CHRIST, FOR HE IS GOD, AND, ON HIS ASKING FOR EVIDENCE, PRODUCE THE AUTHORITY OF THE PROPHETS, IF HE SAYS THAT HE DOES NOT BELIEVE THE PROPHETS, BECAUSE THEY ARE HEBREW AND HE IS A GENTILE, WE CAN PROVE THE TRUTH OF THE PROPHETS FROM THE ACTUAL FULFILLMENT OF THEIR PROPHECIES. HE COULD SCARCELY BE IGNORANT OF THE PERSECUTIONS SUFFERED BY THE EARLY CHRISTIANS FROM THE KINGS OF THIS WORLD; OR IF HE WAS IGNORANT, HE COULD BE INFORMED FROM HISTORY AND THE RECORDS OF IMPERIAL LAWS. BUT THIS IS WHAT WE FIND FORETOLD LONG AGO BY THE PROPHET, SAYING, "WHY DO THE HEATHEN RAGE, AND THE PEOPLE IMAGINE A VAIN THING? THE KINGS OF THE EARTH SET THEMSELVES, AND THE PRINCES TAKE COUNSEL TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD, AND AGAINST HIS CHRIST." THE REST OF THE PSALM SHOWS THAT THIS IS NOT SAID OF DAVID. FOR WHAT FOLLOWS MIGHT CONVINCE THE MOST STUBBORN UNBELIEVER: "THE LORD SAID UNTO ME, THOU ART MY SON; THIS DAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN THEE. ASK OF ME, AND I WILL GIVE THEE THE HEATHEN FOR THINE INHERITANCE, AND THE ENDS OF THE EARTH FOR THY POSSESSION." (1) THIS NEVER HAPPENED TO THE JEWS, WHOSE KING, DAVID WAS, BUT IS NOW PLAINLY FULFILLED IN THE SUBJECTION OF ALL NATIONS TO THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST. THIS AND MANY SIMILAR PROPHECIES, WHICH IT WOULD TAKE TOO LONG TO QUOTE, WOULD SURELY IMPRESS THE MIND OF THE INQUIRER. HE WOULD SEE THESE VERY KINGS OF THE EARTH NOW HAPPILY SUBDUED BY CHRIST, AND ALL NATIONS SERVING HIM; AND HE WOULD HEAR THE WORDS OF THE PSALM IN WHICH THIS WAS SO LONG BEFORE PREDICTED: "ALL THE KINGS OF THE EARTH SHALL BOW DOWN TO HIM; ALL NATIONS SHALL SERVE HIM.'' (2) AND IF HE WERE TO READ THE WHOLE OF THAT PSALM, WHICH IS FIGURATIVELY APPLIED TO SOLOMON, HE WOULD FIND THAT CHRIST IS THE TRUE KING OF PEACE, FOR SOLOMON MEANS PEACEFUL; AND HE WOULD FIND MANY THINGS IN THE PSALM APPLICABLE TO CHRIST, WHICH HAVE NO REFERENCE AT ALL TO THE LITERAL KING SOLOMON. THEN THERE IS THAT OTHER PSALM WHERE GOD IS SPOKEN OF AS ANOINTED BY GOD, THE VERY WORD ANOINTED POINTING TO CHRIST, SHOWING THAT CHRIST IS GOD, FOR GOD IS REPRESENTED AS BEING ANOINTED. (3) IN READING WHAT IS SAID IN THIS PSALM OF CHRIST AND OF THE CHURCH, HE WOULD FIND THAT WHAT IS THERE FORETOLD IS FULFILLED IN THE PRESENT STATE OF THE WORLD. HE WOULD SEE THE IDOLS OF THE NATIONS PERISHING FROM OFF THE EARTH, AND HE WOULD FIND THAT THIS IS PREDICTED BY THE PROPHETS, AS IN JEREMIAH, "THEN SHALL YE SAY UNTO THEM, THE GODS THAT HAVE NOT MADE THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH SHALL PERISH FROM THE EARTH, AND FROM UNDER HEAVEN;" (4) AND AGAIN, "O LORD, MY STRENGTH, AND MY FORTRESS, AND MY REFUGE IN THE DAY OF AFFLICTION, THE GENTILES SHALL COME UNTO THEE FROM THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, AND SHALL SAY, SURELY OUR FATHERS HAVE INHERITED LIES, VANITY, AND THINGS WHEREIN THERE IS NO PROFIT. SHALL A MAN MAKE GODS UNTO HIMSELF, AND THEY ARE NO GODS? THEREFORE, BEHOLD, I WILL AT THAT TIME CAUSE THEM TO KNOW, I WILL CAUSE THEM TO KNOW MINE HAND AND MY MIGHT; AND THEY SHALL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD." (5) HEARING THESE PROPHECIES, AND SEEING THEIR ACTUAL FULFILLMENT, I NEED NOT SAY THAT HE WOULD BE AFFECTED; FOR WE KNOW BY EXPERIENCE HOW THE HEARTS OF BELIEVERS ARE CONFIRMED BY SEEING ANCIENT PREDICTIONS NOW RECEIVING THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENT. 
8. IN THE SAME PROPHET THE INQUIRER WOULD FIND CLEAR PROOF THAT CHRIST IS NOT MERELY ONE OF THE GREAT MEN THAT HAVE APPEARED IN THE WORLD. FOR JEREMIAH GOES ON TO SAY: "CURSED BE THE MAN THAT TRUSTS IN MAN, AND MAKES FLESH HIS ARM, AND WHOSE HEART DEPARTS FROM THE LORD: FOR HE SHALL BE LIKE THE HEATH IN THE DESERT, AND SHALL NOT SEE WHEN GOOD COMETH; BUT SHALL INHABIT THE PARCHED PLACES OF THE WILDERNESS, IN A SALT LAND NOT INHABITED. BLESSED IS THE MAN THAT TRUSTS IN THE LORD, AND WHOSE HOPE THE LORD IS: FOR HE SHALL BE AS A TREE BESIDE THE WATER, THAT SPREADS OUT ITS ROOTS BY THE RIVER: HE SHALL NOT FEAR WHEN HEAT COMETH, BUT HIS LEAF SHALL BE GREEN; HE SHALL NOT BE CAREFUL IN THE YEAR OF DROUGHT, NEITHER SHALL CEASE FROM YIELDING FRUIT." (6) ON HEARING THIS CURSE PRONOUNCED IN THE FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE OF PROPHECY ON HIM THAT TRUSTS IN MAN, AND THE BLESSING IN SIMILAR STYLE ON HIM THAT TRUSTS IN GOD, THE INQUIRER MIGHT HAVE DOUBTS ABOUT OUR DOCTRINE, IN WHICH WE TEACH NOT ONLY THAT CHRIST IS GOD, SO THAT OUR TRUST IS NOT IN MAN, BUT ALSO THAT HE IS MAN BECAUSE HE TOOK, OUR NATURE. SO, SOME ERR BY DENYING CHRIST'S HUMANITY, WHILE THEY ALLOW HIS DIVINITY. OTHERS, AGAIN, ASSERT HIS HUMANITY, BUT DENY HIS DIVINITY, AND SO EITHER BECOME INFIDELS OR INCUR THE GUILT OF TRUSTING IN MAN. THE INQUIRER, THEN, MIGHT SAY THAT THE PROPHET SAYS ONLY THAT CHRIST IS GOD, WITHOUT ANY REFERENCE TO HIS HUMAN NATURE; WHEREAS, IN OUR APOSTOLIC DOCTRINE, CHRIST IS NOT ONLY GOD IN WHOM WE MAY SAFELY TRUST, BUT THE MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD AND MAN--THE MAN JESUS. THE PROPHET EXPLAINS THIS IN THE WORDS IN WHICH HE SEEMS TO CHECK HIMSELF, AND TO SUPPLY THE OMISSION: "HIS HEART," HE SAYS "IS SORROWFUL THROUGHOUT; AND HE IS MAN, AND WHO SHALL KNOW HIM?" (1) HE IS MAN, IN ORDER THAT IN THE FORM OF A SERVANT HE MIGHT HEAL THE HARD IN HEART, AND THAT THEY MIGHT ACKNOWLEDGE AS GOD HIM WHO BECAME MAN FOR THEIR SAKES, THAT THEIR TRUST MIGHT BE NOT IN MAN, BUT IN GOD-MAN. HE IS MAN TAKING THE FORM OF A SERVANT. AND WHO SHALL KNOW HIM? FOR "HE WAS IN THE FORM OF GOD, AND THOUGHT IT NOT ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL TO GOD.'' (2) HE IS MAN, FOR "THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH, AND DWELT AMONG US." AND WHO SHALL KNOW HIM? FOR "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD." (3) AND TRULY HIS HEART WAS SORROWFUL THROUGHOUT. FOR EVEN AS REGARDS HIS OWN DISCIPLES HIS HEART WAS SORROWFUL, WHEN HE SAID, "HAVE I BEEN SO LONG TIME WITH YOU, AND YET HAVE YE NOT KNOWN ME?" "HAVE I BEEN SO LONG TIME WITH YOU" ANSWERS TO THE WORDS "HE IS MAN," AND "HAVE YE NOT KNOWN ME?" TO "WHO SHALL KNOW HIM?" AND THE PERSON IS NONE OTHER BUT HE WHO SAYS, "HE THAT HATH SEEN ME HATH SEEN THE FATHER." (4) SO THAT OUR TRUST IS NOT IN MAN, TO BE UNDER THE CURSE OF THE PROPHET, BUT IN GOD-MAN, THAT IS, IN THE SON OF GOD, THE SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, THE MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD AND MAN. IN THE FORM OF A SERVANT THE FATHER IS GREATER THAN HE; IN THE FORM OF GOD HE IS EQUAL WITH THE FATHER. 
9. IN ISAIAH WE READ: "THE PRIDE OF MAN SHALL BE BROUGHT LOW; AND THE LORD ALONE SHALL BE EXALTED IN THAT DAY. AND THEY SHALL HIDE THE WORKMANSHIP OF THEIR HANDS IN THE CLEFTS OF THE ROCKS, AND IN DENS AND CAVES OF THE EARTH, FROM FEAR OF THE LORD, AND FROM THE GLORY OF HIS POWER, WHEN HE SHALL ARISE TO SHAKE TERRIBLY THE EARTH. FOR IN THAT DAY A MAN SHALL CAST AWAY HIS IDOLS OF GOLD AND SILVER, WHICH THEY HAVE MADE TO WORSHIP, AS USELESS AND HURTFUL." (5) PERHAPS THE INQUIRER HIMSELF, WHO, AS FAUSTUS SUPPOSES, WOULD LAUGH AND SAY THAT HE DOES NOT BELIEVE THE HEBREW PROPHETS, HAS HID IDOLS MADE WITH HANDS IN SOME CLEFT, OR CAVE, OR DEN. OR HE MAY KNOW A FRIEND, OR NEIGHBOR, OR FELLOW-CITIZEN WHO HAS DONE THIS FROM THE FEAR OF THE LORD, WHO BY THE SEVERE PROHIBITION OF THE KINGS OF THE EARTH, NOW SERVING AND BOWING DOWN TO HIM, AS THE PROPHET PREDICTED, SHAKES THE EARTH, THAT IS, BREAKS THE STUBBORN HEART OF WORLDLY MEN. THE INQUIRER IS NOT LIKELY TO DISBELIEVE THE HEBREW PROPHETS, WHEN HE FINDS THEIR PREDICTIONS FULFILLED, PERHAPS IN HIS OWN PERSON. 
10. ONE MIGHT RATHER FEAR THAT THE INQUIRER, IN THE MIDST OF SUCH COPIOUS EVIDENCE, WOULD SAY THAT THE CHRISTIANS COMPOSED THOSE WRITINGS WHEN THE EVENTS DESCRIBED HAD ALREADY BEGUN TO TAKE PLACE, IN ORDER THAT THOSE OCCURRENCES MIGHT APPEAR TO BE NOT DUE TO A MERELY HUMAN PURPOSE, BUT AS IF DIVINELY FORETOLD. ONE MIGHT FEAR THIS, WERE IT NOT FOR THE WIDELY SPREAD AND WIDELY KNOWN PEOPLE OF THE JEWS; THAT CAIN, WITH THE MARK THAT HE SHOULD NOT BE KILLED BY ANY ONE; THAT HAM, THE SERVANT OF HIS BRETHREN, CARRYING AS A LOAD THE BOOKS FOR THEIR INSTRUCTION. FROM THE JEWISH MANUSCRIPTS WE PROVE THAT THESE THINGS WERE NOT WRITTEN BY US TO SUIT THE EVENT, BUT WERE LONG AGO PUBLISHED AND PRESERVED AS PROPHECIES IN THE JEWISH NATION. THESE PROPHECIES ARE NOW EXPLAINED IN THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENT: FOR EVEN WHAT IS OBSCURE IN THEM--BECAUSE THESE THINGS HAPPENED TO THEM AS AN EXAMPLE, AND WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR BENEFIT, ON WHOM THE ENDS OF THE WORLD ARE COME-- IS NOW MADE PLAIN; AND WHAT WAS HIDDEN IN THE SHADOWS OF THE FUTURE IS NOW VISIBLE IN THE LIGHT OF ACTUAL EXPERIENCE. 
11. THE INQUIRER MIGHT BRING FORWARD AS A DIFFICULTY THE FACT THAT THOSE IN WHOSE BOOKS THESE PROPHECIES ARE FOUND ARE NOT UNITED WITH US IN THE GOSPEL. BUT WHEN CONVINCED THAT THIS ALSO IS FORETOLD, HE WOULD FEEL HOW STRONG THE EVIDENCE IS. THE PROPHECIES OF THE UNBELIEF OF THE JEWS NO ONE CAN AVOID SEEING, NO ONE CAN PRETEND TO BE BLIND TO THEM. NO ONE CAN DOUBT THAT ISAIAH SPOKE OF THE JEWS WHEN HE SAID, "THE OX KNOWS HIS OWNER, AND THE ASS HIS MASTER'S CRIB; BUT ISRAEL HATH NOT KNOWN, AND MY PEOPLE HATH NOT CONSIDERED ;" (6) OR AGAIN, IN THE WORDS QUOTED BY THE APOSTLE, "I HAVE STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS ALL THE DAY TO A WICKED AND GAINSAYING PEOPLE;" (7) AND ESPECIALLY WHERE HE SAYS, "GOD HAS GIVEN THEM THE SPIRIT OF REMORSE, EYES THAT THEY SHOULD NOT SEE, AND EARS THAT THEY SHOULD NOT HEAR, AND SHOULD NOT UNDERSTAND," (8) AND MANY SIMILAR PASSAGES. IF THE INQUIRER OBJECTED THAT IT WAS NOT THE FAULT OF THE JEWS IF GOD BLINDED THEM SO THAT THEY DID NOT KNOW CHRIST, WE SHOULD TRY IN THE SIMPLEST MANNER POSSIBLE TO MAKE HIM UNDERSTAND THAT THIS BLINDNESS IS THE JUST PUNISHMENT OF OTHER SECRET SINS KNOWN TO GOD. WE SHOULD PROVE THAT THE APOSTLE RECOGNIZES THIS PRINCIPLE WHEN HE SAYS OF SOME PERSONS, "GOD GAVE THEM UP TO THE LUSTS OF THEIR OWN HEARTS, AND TO A REPROBATE MIND, TO DO THINGS NOT CONVENIENT;" (1) AND THAT THE PROPHETS THEMSELVES SPEAK OF THIS. FOR, TO REVERT TO THE WORDS OF JEREMIAH, "HE IS MAN, AND WHO SHALL KNOW HIM?" LEST IT SHOULD BE AN EXCUSE FOR THE JEWS THAT THEY DID NOT KNOW,--FOR IF THEY HAD KNOWN, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "THEY WOULD NOT HAVE CRUCIFIED THE LORD OF GLORY," (2) --THE PROPHET GOES ON TO SHOW THAT THEIR IGNORANCE WAS THE RESULT OF SECRET [SEXUAL] CRIMINALITY; FOR HE SAYS: "I THE LORD SEARCH THE HEART AND TRY THE REINS, TO GIVE TO EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO HIS WAYS, AND ACCORDING TO THE FRUITS OF HIS DOINGS." 
12. IF THE NEXT DIFFICULTY IN THE MIND OF THE INQUIRER AROSE FROM THE DIVISIONS AND HERESIES AMONG THOSE CALLED CHRISTIANS, HE WOULD LEARN THAT THIS TOO IS TAKEN NOTICE OF BY THE PROPHETS. FOR, AS IF IT WAS NATURAL THAT, AFTER BEING SATISFIED ABOUT THE BLINDNESS OF THE JEWS, THIS OBJECTION FROM THE DIVISIONS AMONG CHRISTIANS SHOULD OCCUR, JEREMIAH, OBSERVING THIS ORDER IN HIS PROPHECY, IMMEDIATELY ADDS IN THE PASSAGE ALREADY QUOTED: "THE PARTRIDGE IS CLAMOROUS, GATHERING WHAT IT HAS NOT BROUGHT FORTH, MAKING RICHES WITHOUT JUDGMENT." FOR THE PARTRIDGE IS NOTORIOUSLY QUARRELSOME, AND IS OFTEN CAUGHT FROM ITS EAGERNESS IN QUARRELING. SO, THE HERETICS DISCUSS NOT TO FIND THE TRUTH, BUT WITH A DOGGED DETERMINATION TO GAIN THE VICTORY ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, THAT THEY MAY GATHER, AS THE PROPHET SAYS, WHAT THEY HAVE NOT BROUGHT FORTH. FOR THOSE WHOM THEY LEAD ASTRAY ARE CHRISTIANS ALREADY BORN OF THE GOSPEL, WHOM THE CHRISTIAN PROFESSION OF THE HERETICS MISLEADS. THUS, THEY MAKE RICHES NOT WITH JUDGMENT, BUT WITH INCONSIDERATE HASTE. FOR THEY DO NOT CONSIDER THAT THE FOLLOWERS WHOM THEY GATHER AS THEIR RICHES ARE TAKEN FROM THE GENUINE ORIGINAL CHRISTIAN SOCIETY, AND DEPRIVED OF ITS BENEFITS; AND AS THE APOSTLE DESCRIBES THESE HERETICS IN THE WORDS: "AS JANNES AND JAMBRES WITHSTOOD MOSES, SO THEY ALSO RESIST THE TRUTH: MEN OF CORRUPT MINDS, REPROBATE CONCERNING THE FAITH. BUT THEY SHALL PROCEED NO FURTHER: FOR THEIR FOLLY SHALL BE MANIFEST TO ALL MEN, AS THEIRS ALSO WAS." (3) SO, THE PROPHET GOES ON TO SAY OF THE PARTRIDGE, WHICH GATHERS WHAT IT HAS NOT BROUGHT FORTH: "IN THE MIDST OF HIS DAYS THEY SHALL LEAVE HIM, AND IN THE END, HE SHALL BE A FOOL;" THAT IS, HE WHO AT FIRST MISLED PEOPLE BY A PROMISING DISPLAY OF SUPERIOR WISDOM, SHALL BE A FOOL, THAT IS, SHALL BE SEEN TO BE A FOOL. HE WILL BE SEEN WHEN HIS FOLLY IS MANIFEST TO ALL MEN, AND TO THOSE TO WHOM HE WAS AT FIRST A WISE MAN HE WILL THEN BE A FOOL. 
13. AS IF ANTICIPATING THAT THE INQUIRER WOULD ASK NEXT BY WHAT PLAIN MARK A YOUNG DISCIPLE, NOT YET ABLE TO DISTINGUISH THE TRUTH AMONG SO MANY ERRORS, MIGHT FIND THE TRUE CHURCH OF CHRIST. SINCE THE CLEAR FULFILLMENT OF SO MANY PREDICTIONS COMPELLED HIM TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST, THE PROPHET ANSWERS THIS QUESTION IN WHAT FOLLOWS, AND TEACHES THAT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, WHICH HE DESCRIBES PROPHETICALLY, IS CONSPICUOUSLY VISIBLE. HIS WORDS ARE: "A GLORIOUS HIGH THRONE IS OUR SANCTUARY." (4) THIS GLORIOUS THRONE IS THE CHURCH OF WHICH THE APOSTLE SAYS: "THE TEMPLE OF GOD IS HOLY, WHICH TEMPLE YE ARE." (5) THE LORD ALSO, FORESEEING THE CONSPICUOUSNESS OF THE CHURCH AS A HELP TO YOUNG DISCIPLES WHO MIGHT BE MISLED, SAYS, "A CITY THAT IS SET ON A HILL CANNOT BE HID." (6) SINCE, THEN, A GLORIOUS HIGH THRONE IS OUR SANCTUARY, NO ATTENTION IS TO BE PAID TO THOSE WHO WOULD LEAD US INTO SECTARIANISM, SAYING, "LO, HERE IS CHRIST," OR "LO THERE." LO HERE, LO THERE, SPEAKS OF DIVISION; BUT THE TRUE CITY IS ON A MOUNTAIN, AND THE MOUNTAIN IS THAT WHICH, AS WE READ IN THE PROPHET DANIEL, GREW FROM A LITTLE STONE TILL IT FILLED THE WHOLE EARTH. (7) AND NO ATTENTION SHOULD BE PAID TO THOSE WHO, PROFESSING SOME HIDDEN MYSTERY CONFINED TO A SMALL NUMBER, SAY, BEHOLD, HE IS IN THE CHAMBER; BEHOLD, IN THE DESERT: FOR A CITY SET ON A HILL CANNOT BE HID, AND A GLORIOUS HIGH THRONE IS OUR SANCTUARY. 
14. AFTER CONSIDERING THESE INSTANCES OF THE FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY ABOUT KINGS AND PEOPLE ACTING AS PERSECUTORS, AND THEN BECOMING BELIEVERS, ABOUT THE DESTRUCTION OF IDOLS, ABOUT THE BLINDNESS OF THE JEWS, ABOUT THEIR TESTIMONY TO THE WRITINGS WHICH THEY HAVE PRESERVED, ABOUT THE FOLLY OF HERETICS, ABOUT THE DIGNITY OF THE CHURCH OF TRUE AND GENUINE CHRISTIANS, THE INQUIRER WOULD MOST REASONABLY RECEIVE THE TESTIMONY OF THESE PROPHETS ABOUT THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. NO DOUBT, IF WE WERE TO BEGIN BY URGING HIM TO BELIEVE PROPHECIES YET UNFULFILLED, HE MIGHT JUSTLY ANSWER, WHAT HAVE I TO DO WITH THESE PROPHETS, OF WHOSE TRUTH I HAVE NO EVIDENCE? BUT, IN VIEW OF THE MANIFEST ACCOMPLISHMENT OF SO MANY REMARKABLE PREDICTIONS, NO CANDID PERSON WOULD DESPISE EITHER THE THINGS WHICH WERE THOUGHT WORTHY OF BEING PREDICTED IN THOSE EARLY TIMES WITH SO MUCH SOLEMNITY, OR THOSE WHO MADE THE PREDICTIONS. TO NONE CAN WE TRUST MORE SAFELY, AS REGARDS EITHER EVENTS LONG PAST OR THOSE STILL FUTURE, THAN TO MEN WHOSE WORDS ARE SUPPORTED BY THE EVIDENCE OF SO MANY NOTABLE PREDICTIONS HAVING BEEN FULFILLED. 
15. IF ANY TRUTH ABOUT GOD OR THE SON OF GOD IS TAUGHT OR PREDICTED IN THE SIBYL OR SIBYLS, OR IN ORPHEUS, OR IN HERMES, IF THERE EVER WAS SUCH A PERSON, OR IN ANY OTHER HEATHEN POETS, OR THEOLOGIANS, OR SAGES, OR PHILOSOPHERS, IT MAY BE USEFUL FOR THE REFUTATION OF PAGAN [SEXUAL] ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], BUT CANNOT LEAD US TO BELIEVE IN THESE WRITERS. FOR WHILE THEY SPOKE, BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT HELP IT, OF THE GOD WHOM WE WORSHIP, THEY EITHER TAUGHT THEIR FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN TO WORSHIP IDOLS AND DEMONS, OR ALLOWED THEM TO DO SO WITHOUT DARING TO PROTEST AGAINST IT. BUT OUR SACRED WRITERS, WITH THE AUTHORITY AND ASSISTANCE OF GOD, WERE THE MEANS OF ESTABLISHING AND PRESERVING AMONG THEIR PEOPLE A GOVERNMENT UNDER WHICH HEATHEN CUSTOMS WERE CONDEMNED AS SACRILEGE. IF ANY AMONG THIS PEOPLE FELL INTO IDOLATRY OR DEMON-WORSHIP, THEY WERE EITHER PUNISHED BY THE LAWS, OR MET BY THE AWFUL DENUNCIATIONS OF THE PROPHETS. THEY WORSHIPPED ONE GOD, THE MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF HEAVEN AND EARTH THEY HAD RITES; BUT THESE RITES WERE PROPHETIC, OR SYMBOLICAL OF THINGS TO COME, AND WERE TO CEASE ON THE APPEARANCE OF THE THINGS SIGNIFIED. THE WHOLE STATE WAS ONE GREAT PROPHET, WITH ITS KING AND PRIEST SYMBOLICALLY ANOINTED WHICH WAS DISCONTINUED, NOT BY THE WISH OF THE JEWS THEMSELVES, WHO WERE IN IGNORANCE THROUGH UNBELIEF, BUT ONLY ON THE COMING OF HIM WHO WAS GOD, ANOINTED WITH SPIRITUAL GRACE ABOVE HIS FELLOWS, THE HOLY OF HOLIES, THE TRUE KING WHO SHOULD GOVERN US, THE TRUE PRIEST WHO SHOULD OFFER HIMSELF FOR US. IN A WORD, THE PREDICTIONS OF HEATHEN INGENUITY REGARDING CHRIST'S COMING ARE AS DIFFERENT FROM SACRED PROPHECY AS THE CONFESSION OF DEVILS FROM THE PROCLAMATION OF ANGELS. 
16. BY SUCH ARGUMENTS, WHICH MIGHT BE EXPANDED IF WE WERE DISCUSSING WITH ONE BROUGHT UP IN HEATHENISM, AND MIGHT BE SUPPORTED BY PROOFS IN STILL GREATER NUMBER, THE INQUIRER WHOM FAUSTUS HAS BROUGHT BEFORE US WOULD CERTAINLY BE LED TO BELIEVE, UNLESS HE PREFERRED HIS SINS TO HIS SALVATION. AS A BELIEVER, HE WOULD BE TAKEN TO BE CHERISHED IN THE BOSOM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, AND WOULD BE TAUGHT IN DUE COURSE THE CONDUCT REQUIRED OF HIM. HE WOULD SEE MANY WHO DO NOT PRACTICE THE REQUIRED DUTIES; BUT THIS WOULD NOT SHAKE HIS FAITH, EVEN THOUGH THESE PEOPLE SHOULD BELONG TO THE SAME CHURCH AND PARTAKE OF THE SAME SACRAMENTS AS HIMSELF. HE WOULD UNDERSTAND THAT FEW SHARE IN THE INHERITANCE OF GOD, WHILE MANY PARTAKE IN ITS OUTWARD SIGNS; THAT FEW ARE UNITED IN HOLINESS OF LIFE, AND IN THE GIFT OF LOVE SHED ABROAD IN OUR HEARTS BY THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO IS GIVEN TO US, WHICH IS A HIDDEN SPRING THAT NO STRANGER CAN APPROACH; AND THAT MANY JOIN IN THE SOLEMNITY OF THE SACRA-MERIT, WHICH HE THAT EATS AND DRINKS UN-WORTHILY EATS AND DRINKS JUDGMENT TO HIMSELF, WHILE HE WHO NEGLECTS TO EAT IT SHALL NOT HAVE LIFE IN HIM, (1) AND SO SHALL NEVER REACH ETERNAL LIFE. HE WILL UNDERSTAND, TOO, THAT THE GOOD ARE CALLED FEW AS COMPARED WITH THE MULTITUDE OF THE EVIL, BUT THAT AS SCATTERED OVER THE WORLD THERE ARE VERY MANY GROWING AMONG THE TARES, AND MIXED WITH THE CHAFF, TILL THE DAY OF HARVEST AND OF PURGING. AS THIS IS TAUGHT IN THE GOSPEL, SO IS IT FORETOLD BY THE PROPHETS. WE READ, "AS A LILY AMONG THORNS, SO IS MY BELOVED AMONG THE DAUGHTERS;'' (2) AND AGAIN, "I HAVE DWELT IN THE TABERNACLES OF KEDAR; PEACEFUL AMONG THEM THAT HATED PEACE; " (3) AND AGAIN, "MARK IN THE FOREHEAD THOSE WHO SIGH AND CRY FOR THE INIQUITIES OF MY PEOPLE, WHICH ARE DONE IN THE MIDST OF THEM." (4) THE INQUIRER WOULD BE CONFIRMED BY SUCH PASSAGES; AND BEING NOW A FELLOW-CITIZEN WITH THE SAINTS AND OF THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD, NO LONGER AN ALIEN FROM ISRAEL, BUT AN ISRAELITE INDEED, IN WHOM IS NO GUILE, WOULD LEARN TO UTTER FROM A GUILELESS HEART THE WORDS WHICH FOLLOW IN THE PASSAGE OF JEREMIAH ALREADY QUOTED, "O LORD, THE PATIENCE OF ISRAEL: LET ALL THAT FORSAKE THEE BE DISMAYED." AFTER SPEAKING OF THE PARTRIDGE THAT IS CLAMOROUS, AND GATHERS WHAT IT HAS NOT BROUGHT FORTH; AND AFTER EXTOLLING THE CITY SET ON AN HILL WHICH CANNOT BE HID, TO PREVENT HERETICS FROM DRAWING MEN AWAY FROM THE CATHOLIC CHURCH; AFTER THE WORDS, "A GLORIOUS HIGH THRONE IS OUR SANCTUARY," HE SEEMS TO ASK HIMSELF, WHAT DO WE MAKE OF ALL THOSE EVIL MEN WHO ARE FOUND MIXED WITH THE CHURCH, AND WHO BECOME MORE NUMEROUS AS THE CHURCH EXTENDS, AND AS ALL NATIONS ARE UNITED IN CHRIST? AND THEN FOLLOW THE WORDS, "O LORD, THE PATIENCE OF ISRAEL." PATIENCE IS NECESSARY TO OBEY THE COMMAND, "SUFFER BOTH TO GROW TOGETHER TILL THE HARVEST.'' (5) IMPATIENCE TOWARDS THE EVIL MIGHT LEAD TO FORSAKING THE GOOD, WHO IN THE STRICT SENSE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST, AND TO FORSAKE THEM WOULD BE TO FORSAKE HIM. SO, THE PROPHET GOES ON TO SAY, "LET ALL THAT FORSAKE THEE BE DISMAYED; LET THOSE WHO HAVE DEPARTED TO THE EARTH BE CONFOUNDED." THE EARTH IS MAN TRUSTING IN HIMSELF, AND INDUCING OTHERS TO TRUST IN HIM. SO, THE PROPHET ADDS: "LET THEM BE OVERTHROWN, FOR THEY HAVE FORSAKEN THE LORD, THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE." THIS IS THE CRY OF THE PARTRIDGE, THAT IT HAS GOT THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE, AND WILL GIVE IT; AND SO, MEN ARE GATHERED TO IT, AND DEPART FROM CHRIST, AS IF CHRIST, WHOSE NAME THEY HAD PROFESSED, HAD NOT FULFILLED HIS PROMISE. THE PARTRIDGE GATHERS THOSE WHOM IT HAS NOT BROUGHT FORTH. AND IN ORDER TO DO THIS, IT DECLARES, THE SALVATION WHICH CHRIST PROMISES IS WITH ME; I WILL GIVE IT. IN OPPOSITION TO THIS THE PROPHET SAYS: "HEAL ME, O LORD, AND I SHALL BE HEALED; SAVE ME, AND I SHALL BE SAVED." SO, WE READ IN THE APOSTLE, "LET NO MAN GLORY IN MEN;" (1) OR IN THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET, "THOU ART MY PRAISE." (2) SUCH IS A SPECIMEN OF INSTRUCTION IN APOSTOLIC AND PROPHETIC DOCTRINE, BY WHICH A MAN MAY BE BUILT ON THE FOUNDATION OF THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS. 
17. FAUSTUS HAS NOT TOLD US HOW HE WOULD PROVE THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST TO THE HEATHEN, WHOM HE MAKES TO SAY: I BELIEVE NEITHER THE PROPHETS IN SUPPORT OF CHRIST, NOR CHRIST IN SUPPORT OF THE PROPHETS. IT WOULD BE ABSURD TO SUPPOSE THAT SUCH A MAN WOULD BELIEVE WHAT CHRIST SAYS OF HIMSELF, WHEN HE DISBELIEVES WHAT HE SAYS OF OTHERS. FOR IF HE THINKS HIM UNWORTHY OF CREDIT IN ONE CASE, HE MUST THINK HIM SO IN ALL, OR AT LEAST MORE SO WHEN SPEAKING OF HIMSELF THAN WHEN SPEAKING OF OTHERS. PERHAPS, FAILING THIS, FAUSTUS WOULD READ TO HIM THE SIBYLS AND ORPHEUS, AND ANY HEATHEN PROPHECIES ABOUT CHRIST THAT HE COULD FIND. BUT HOW COULD HE DO THIS, WHEN HE CONFESSES THAT HE KNOWS NONE? HIS WORDS ARE: "IF, AS IS SAID, ANY PROPHECIES OF CHRIST ARE TO BE FOUND IN THE SIBYL, OR IN HERMES, CALLED TRISMEGISTUS, OR ORPHEUS, OR ANY HEATHEN POET." HOW COULD HE READ WRITINGS OF WHICH HE KNOWS NOTHING, AND WHICH HE SUPPOSES TO EXIST ONLY FROM REPORT, TO ONE WHO WILL NOT BELIEVE EITHER THE PROPHETS OR CHRIST? WHAT, THEN, WOULD BE DO? WOULD HE BRING FORWARD MANICHÆUS AS A WITNESS TO CHRIST? THE OPPOSITE OF THIS IS WHAT THE MANICHÆANS DO. THEY TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE WIDESPREAD FRAGRANCE OF THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST TO GAIN ACCEPTANCE FOR MANICHÆUS, THAT THE EDGE OF THEIR POISONED CUP MAY BE SWEETENED WITH THIS HONEY. TAKING HOLD OF THE PROMISES OF CHRIST TO HIS DISCIPLES THAT HE WOULD SEND THE PARACLETE, THAT IS, THE COMFORTER OR ADVOCATE, THEY SAY THAT THIS PARACLETE IS MANICHÆUS, OR IN MANICHÆUS, AND SO STEAL AN ENTRANCE INTO THE MINDS OF MEN WHO DO NOT KNOW WHEN HE WHO WAS PROMISED BY CHRIST REALLY CAME. THOSE WHO HAVE READ THE CANONICAL BOOK CALLED THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES FIND A REFERENCE TO CHRIST'S PROMISE, AND AN ACCOUNT OF ITS FULFILLMENT. FAUSTUS, THEN, HAS NO PROOF TO GIVE TO THE INQUIRER. IT IS NOT LIKELY THAT ANY ONE WILL BE SO INFATUATED AS TO TAKE THE AUTHORITY OF MANICHÆUS WHEN HE REJECTS THAT OF CHRIST. WOULD HE NOT REPLY IN DERISION, IF NOT IN ANGER, WHY DO YOU ASK ME TO BELIEVE PERSIAN BOOKS, WHEN YOU FORBID ME TO BELIEVE HEBREW BOOKS? THE MANICHÆAN HAS NO HOLD ON THE INQUIRER, UNLESS HE IS ALREADY IN SOME WAY CONVINCED OF THE TRUTH OF CHRISTIANITY. WHEN HE FINDS HIM WILLING TO BELIEVE CHRIST, THEN HE DELUDES HIM WITH THE REPRESENTATION OF CHRIST GIVEN BY MANICHÆUS. SO, THE PARTRIDGE GATHERS WHAT IT HAS NOT BROUGHT FORTH. WHEN WILL YOU WHOM HE GATHERS LEAVE HIM? WHEN WILL YOU SEE HIM, TO BE A FOOL WHO TELLS YOU THAT HEBREW TESTIMONY IS WORTHLESS IN THE CASE OF UNBELIEVERS, AND SUPERFLUOUS TO BELIEVERS? 
18. IF BELIEVERS ARE TO THROW AWAY ALL THE BOOKS WHICH HAVE LED THEM TO BELIEVE, I SEE NO REASON WHY THEY SHOULD CONTINUE READING THE GOSPEL ITSELF. THE GOSPEL, TOO, MUST BE WORTHLESS TO THIS INQUIRER, WHO, ACCORDING TO FAUSTUS' PITIFUL SUPPOSITION, REJECTS WITH RIDICULE THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST. AND TO THE BELIEVER IT MUST BE SUPERFLUOUS, IF TRUE NOTICES OF CHRIST ARE SUPERFLUOUS TO BELIEVERS. AND IF THE GOSPEL SHOULD BE READ BY THE BELIEVER, THAT HE MAY NOT FORGET WHAT HE HAS BELIEVED, SO SHOULD THE PROPHETS, THAT HE MAY NOT FORGET WHY HE BELIEVED. FOR IF HE FORGETS THIS HIS FAITH CANNOT BE FIRM. BY THIS PRINCIPLE, YOU SHOULD THROW AWAY THE BOOKS OF MANICHÆUS, ON THE AUTHORITY OF WHICH YOU ALREADY BELIEVE THAT LIGHT--THAT IS, GOD--FOUGHT WITH DARKNESS, AND THAT, IN ORDER TO BIND DARKNESS, THE LIGHT WAS FIRST SWALLOWED UP AND BOUND, AND POLLUTED AND MANGLED BY DARKNESS, TO BE RESTORED, AND LIBERATED, AND PURIFIED, AND HEALED BY YOUR EATING, FOR WHICH YOU ARE REWARDED BY NOT BEING CONDEMNED TO THE MASS OF DARKNESS FOR EVER, ALONG WITH THAT PART OF THE LIGHT WHICH CANNOT BE EXTRICATED. THIS FICTION IS SUFFICIENTLY PUBLISHED BY YOUR PRACTICE AND YOUR WORDS. WHY DO YOU SEEK FOR THE TESTIMONY OF BOOKS, AND ADD TO THE EMBARRASSMENT OF YOUR GOD BY THE CONSUMPTION OF STRENGTH IN THE NEEDLESS TASK OF WRITING MANUSCRIPTS? BURN ALL YOUR PARCHMENTS, WITH THEIR FINELY-ORNAMENTED BINDING; SO, YOU WILL BE RID OF A USELESS BURDEN, AND YOUR GOD WHO SUFFERS CONFINEMENT IN THE VOLUME WILL BE SET FREE. WHAT A MERCY IT WOULD BE TO THE MEMBERS OF YOUR GOD, IF YOU COULD BOIL YOUR BOOKS AND EAT THEM! THERE MIGHT BE A DIFFICULTY, HOWEVER, FROM THE PROHIBITION OF ANIMAL FOOD. THEN THE WRITING MUST SHARE IN THE IMPURITY OF THE SHEEPSKIN. INDEED, YOU ARE TO BLAME FOR THIS, FOR, LIKE WHAT YOU SAY WAS DONE IN THE FIRST WAR BETWEEN LIGHT AND DARKNESS, YOU BROUGHT WHAT WAS CLEAN IN THE PEN IN CONTACT WITH THE UNCLEANNESS OF THE PARCHMENT. OR PERHAPS, FOR THE SAKE OF THE COLORS, WE MAY PUT IT THE OTHER WAY; AND SO, THE DARKNESS WOULD BE YOURS, IN THE INK WHICH YOU BROUGHT AGAINST THE LIGHT OF THE WHITE PAGES. IF THESE REMARKS IRRITATE YOU, YOU SHOULD RATHER BE ANGRY WITH YOURSELVES FOR BELIEVING DOCTRINES OF WHICH THESE ARE THE NECESSARY CONSEQUENCES. AS FOR THE BOOKS OF THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS, WE READ THEM AS A RECORD OF OUR FAITH, TO ENCOURAGE OUR HOPE AND ANIMATE OUR LOVE. THESE BOOKS ARE IN PERFECT HARMONY WITH ONE ANOTHER; AND THEIR HARMONY, LIKE THE MUSIC OF A HEAVENLY TRUMPET, WAKENS US FROM THE TORPOR OF WORLDLINESS, AND URGES US ON TO THE PRIZE OF OUR HIGH CALLING. THE APOSTLE, AFTER QUOTING FROM THE PROPHETS THE WORDS, "THE REPROACHES OF THEM THAT REPROACHED THEE FELL ON ME," GOES ON TO SPEAK OF THE BENEFIT OF READING THE PROPHETS: "FOR WHATSOEVER THINGS WERE WRITTEN BEFORETIME WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR LEARNING; THAT WE, THROUGH PATIENCE AND COMFORT OF THE SCRIPTURES, MIGHT HAVE HOPE." (1) IF FAUSTUS DENIES THIS, WE CAN ONLY SAY WITH PAUL, "IF ANY ONE SHALL PREACH TO YOU ANOTHER DOCTRINE THAN THAT YE HAVE RECEIVED, LET HIM BE ACCURSED.'' (2) 
BOOK XIV.
FAUSTUS ABHORS MOSES FOR THE AWFUL CURSE HE HAS PRONOUNCED UPON CHRIST. AUGUSTIN EXPOUNDS THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE OF THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR BY COMPARING OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT PASSAGES 
I. FAUSTUS SAID: IF YOU ASK WHY WE DO NOT BELIEVE MOSES, IT IS ON ACCOUNT OF OUR LOVE AND REVERENCE FOR CHRIST. THE MOST RECKLESS MAN CANNOT REGARD WITH PLEASURE A PERSON WHO HAS CURSED HIS FATHER. SO, WE ABHOR MOSES, NOT SO MUCH FOR HIS BLASPHEMY OF EVERYTHING HUMAN AND DIVINE, AS FOR THE AWFUL CURSE HE HAS PRONOUNCED UPON CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, WHO FOR OUR SALVATION HUNG ON THE TREE. WHETHER MOSES DID THIS INTENTIONALLY OR NOT IS YOUR CONCERN. EITHER WAY, HE CANNOT BE EXCUSED, OR CONSIDERED WORTHY OF BELIEF. HIS WORDS ARE, "CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGS ON A TREE." (1) YOU TELL ME TO BELIEVE THIS-MAN, THOUGH, IF HE WAS INSPIRED, HE MUST HAVE CURSED CHRIST KNOWINGLY AND INTENTIONALLY; AND IF HE DID IT IN IGNORANCE, HE CANNOT HAVE BEEN DIVINE. TAKE EITHER ALTERNATIVE. MOSES WAS NO PROPHET, AND WHILE CURSING IN HIS USUAL MANNER, HE FELL IGNORANTLY INTO THE SIN OF BLASPHEMY AGAINST GOD. OR HE WAS INDEED DIVINE, AND FORESAW THE FUTURE; AND FROM ILL-WILL TO OUR SALVATION, HE DIRECTS THE VENOM OF HIS MALEDICTION AGAINST HIM WHO WAS TO ACCOMPLISH THAT SALVATION ON A TREE. HE WHO THUS INJURES THE SON CANNOT SURELY HAVE SEEN OR KNOWN THE FATHER. HE WHO KNEW NOTHING OF THE FINAL ASCENSION OF THE SON, CANNOT SURELY HAVE FORETOLD HIS ADVENT. MOREOVER, THE EXTENT OF THE INJURY INFLICTED BY THIS CURSE IS TO BE CONSIDERED. FOR IT DENOUNCES ALL THE RIGHTEOUS MEN AND MARTYRS, AND SUFFERERS OF EVERY KIND, WHO HAVE DIED IN THIS WAY, AS PETER AND ANDREW, AND THE REST. SUCH A CRUEL DENUNCIATION COULD NEVER HAVE COME FROM MOSES IF HE HAD BEEN A PROPHET, UNLESS HE WAS A BITTER ENEMY OF THESE SUFFERERS. FOR HE PRONOUNCES THEM CURSED NOT ONLY OF MEN BUT OF GOD. WHAT HOPE, THEN, OF BLESSING REMAINS TO CHRIST, OR HIS APOSTLES, OR TO US IF WE HAPPEN TO BE CRUCIFIED FOR CHRIST'S SAKE? IT INDICATES GREAT THOUGHTLESSNESS IN MOSES, AND THE WANT OF ALL DIVINE INSPIRATION, THAT HE OVERLOOKED THE FACT THAT MEN ARE HUNG ON A TREE FOR VERY DIFFERENT REASONS, SOME FOR THEIR CRIMES, AND OTHERS WHO SUFFER IN THE CAUSE OF GOD AND OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. IN THIS THOUGHTLESS WAY LIE HEAPS ALL TOGETHER WITHOUT DISTINCTION UNDER THE SAME CURSE; WHEREAS IF HE HAD HAD ANY SENSE, NOT TO SAY INSPIRATION, IF HE WISHED TO SINGLE OUT THE PUNISHMENT OF THE CROSS FROM ALL OTHERS AS SPECIALLY, DETESTABLE, HE WOULD HAVE SAID, CURSED IS EVERY GUILTY AND IMPIOUS PERSON THAT HANGS ON A TREE. THIS WOULD HAVE MADE A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE GUILTY AND THE INNOCENT. AND YET EVEN THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN INCORRECT, FOR CHRIST TOOK THE MALEFACTOR FROM THE CROSS ALONG WITH HIMSELF INTO THE PARADISE OF HIS FATHER. WHAT BECOMES OF THE CURSE ON EVERY ONE THAT HANGS ON A TREE? WAS BARABBAS, THE NOTORIOUS ROBBER, WHO CERTAINLY WAS NOT HUNG ON A TREE, BUT WAS SET FREE FROM PRISON AT THE REQUEST OF THE JEWS, MORE BLESSED THAN THE THIEF WHO ACCOMPANIED CHRIST FROM THE CROSS TO HEAVEN? AGAIN, THERE IS A CURSE ON THE MAN THAT WORSHIPS THE SUN OR THE MOON. NOW IF UNDER A HEATHEN MONARCH I AM FORCED TO WORSHIP THE SUN, AND IF FROM FEAR OF THIS CURSE I REFUSE, SHALL I INCUR THIS OTHER CURSE BY SUFFERING THE PUNISHMENT OF CRUCIFIXION? PERHAPS MOSES WAS IN THE HABIT OF CURSING EVERYTHING GOOD. WE THINK NO MORE OF HIS DENUNCIATION THAN OF AN OLD WIFE'S SCOLDING. SO, WE FIND HIM PRONOUNCING A CURSE ON ALL YOUTHS OF BOTH SEXES, WHEN HE SAYS: "CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT RAISES NOT UP A SEED IN ISRAEL." (1) THIS IS AIMED DIRECTLY AT JESUS, WHO, ACCORDING TO YOU, WAS BORN AMONG THE JEWS, AND RAISED UP NO SEED TO CONTINUE HIS FAMILY. IT POINTS TOO AT HIS DISCIPLES, SOME OF WHOM HE TOOK FROM THE WIVES THEY HAD MARRIED, AND SOME WHO WERE UNMARRIED HE FORBADE TO TAKE WIVES. WE HAVE GOOD REASON, YOU SEE, FOR EXPRESSING OUR ABHORRENCE OF THE DARING STYLE IN WHICH MOSES HURLS HIS MALEDICTIONS AGAINST CHRIST, AGAINST LIGHT, AGAINST CHASTITY, AGAINST EVERYTHING DIVINE. YOU CANNOT MAKE MUCH OF THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN HANGING ON A TREE AND BEING CRUCIFIED, AS YOU OFTEN TRY TO DO BY WAY OF APOLOGY; FOR PAUL REPUDIATES SUCH A DISTINCTION WHEN HE SAYS, "CHRIST HATH REDEEMED US FROM THE CURSE OF THE LAW, BEING MADE A CURSE FOR US; AS IT IS WRITTEN, CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGS ON A TREE." (2) 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: THE PIOUS FAUSTUS IS PAINED BECAUSE CHRIST IS CURSED BY MOSES. HIS LOVE FOR CHRIST MAKES HIM, HATE MOSES. BEFORE EXPLAINING THE SACRED IMPORT AND THE PIETY OF THE WORDS, "CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGS ON A TREE," I WOULD ASK THESE PIOUS PEOPLE WHY THEY ARE ANGRY WITH MOSES, SINCE HIS CURSE DOES NOT AFFECT THEIR CHRIST. IF CHRIST HUNG ON THE TREE, HE MUST HAVE BEEN FASTENED TO IT WITH NAILS, THE MARKS OF WHICH HE SHOWED TO HIS DOUBTING DISCIPLE AFTER HIS RESURRECTION. ACCORDINGLY, HE MUST HAVE HAD A VULNERABLE AND MORTAL BODY, WHICH THE MANICHÆANS DENY. CALL THE WOUNDS AND THE MARKS FALSE, AND IT FOLLOWS THAT HIS HANGING ON THE TREE WAS FALSE. THIS CHRIST IS NOT AFFECTED BY THE CURSE, AND THERE IS NO OCCASION FOR THIS INDIGNATION AGAINST THE PERSON UTTERING THE CURSE. IF THEY PRETEND TO BE ANGRY WITH MOSES FOR CURSING WHAT THEY CALL THE FALSE DEATH OF CHRIST, WHAT ARE WE TO THINK OF THEMSELVES, WHO DO NOT CURSE CHRIST, BUT WHAT IS MUCH WORSE, MAKE HIM A LIAR? IF IT IS WRONG TO CURSE MORTALITY, IT IS A MUCH MORE HEINOUS OFFENSE TO SULLY THE PURITY OF TRUTH. BUT LET US MAKE THESE HERETICAL CAVILS AN OCCASION FOR EXPLAINING THIS MYSTERY TO BELIEVERS. 
3. DEATH COMES UPON MAN AS THE PUNISHMENT OF SIN, AND SO IS ITSELF CALLED SIN; NOT THAT A MAN SINS IN DYING, BUT BECAUSE SIN IS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH. SO, THE WORD TONGUE, WHICH PROPERLY MEANS THE FLESHY SUBSTANCE BETWEEN THE TEETH AND THE PALATE, IS APPLIED IN A SECONDARY SENSE TO THE RESULT OF THE TONGUE'S ACTION. IN THIS SENSE WE SPEAK OF A LATIN TONGUE AND A GREEK TONGUE. THE WORD HAND, TOO, MEANS BOTH THE MEMBERS OF THE BODY WE USE IN WORKING, AND THE WRITING WHICH IS DONE WITH THE HAND. IN THIS SENSE WE SPEAK OF WRITING AS BEING PROVED TO BE THE HAND OF A CERTAIN PERSON, OR OF RECOGNIZING THE HAND OF A FRIEND. THE WRITING IS CERTAINLY NOT A MEMBER OF THE BODY, BUT THE NAME HAND IS GIVEN TO IT BECAUSE IT IS THE HAND THAT DOES IT. SO, SIN MEANS BOTH A BAD ACTION DESERVING PUNISHMENT, AND DEATH THE CONSEQUENCE OF SIN. CHRIST HAS NO SIN IN THE SENSE OF DESERVING DEATH, BUT HE BORE FOR OUR SAKES SIN IN THE SENSE OF DEATH AS BROUGHT ON HUMAN NATURE BY SIN. THIS IS WHAT HUNG ON THE TREE; THIS IS WHAT WAS CURSED BY MOSES. THUS, WAS DEATH CONDEMNED [DAMNED] THAT ITS REIGN MIGHT CEASE, AND CURSED THAT IT MIGHT BE DESTROYED. BY CHRIST'S TAKING OUR SIN IN THIS SENSE, ITS CONDEMNATION IS OUR DELIVERANCE, WHILE TO REMAIN IN SUBJECTION TO SIN IS TO BE CONDEMNED. 
4. WHAT DOES FAUSTUS FIND STRANGE IN THE CURSE PRONOUNCED ON SIN, ON DEATH, AND ON HUMAN MORTALITY, WHICH CHRIST HAD ON ACCOUNT OF MAN'S SIN, THOUGH HE HIMSELF WAS SINLESS? CHRIST'S BODY WAS DERIVED FROM ADAM, FOR HIS MOTHER THE VIRGIN MARY WAS A CHILD OF ADAM. BUT GOD SAID IN PARADISE, "ON THE DAY THAT YE EAT, YE SHALL SURELY DIE." THIS IS THE CURSE WHICH HUNG ON THE TREE. A MAN MAY DENY THAT CHRIST WAS CURSED WHO DENIES THAT HE DIED. BUT THE MAN WHO BELIEVES THAT CHRIST DIED, AND ACKNOWLEDGES THAT DEATH IS THE FRUIT OF SIN, AND IS ITSELF CALLED SIN, WILL UNDERSTAND WHO IT IS THAT IS CURSED BY MOSES, WHEN HE HEARS THE APOSTLE SAYING "FOR OUR OLD MAN IS CRUCIFIED WITH HIM." (3) THE APOSTLE BOLDLY SAYS OF CHRIST, "HE WAS MADE A CURSE FOR US;" FOR HE COULD ALSO VENTURE TO SAY, "HE DIED FOR ALL." "HE DIED," AND "HE WAS CURSED," ARE THE SAME. DEATH IS THE EFFECT OF THE CURSE; AND ALL SIN IS CURSED, WHETHER IT MEANS THE ACTION WHICH MERITS PUNISHMENT, OR THE PUNISHMENT WHICH FOLLOWS. CHRIST, THOUGH GUILTLESS, TOOK OUR PUNISHMENT, THAT HE MIGHT CANCEL OUR GUILT, AND DO AWAY WITH OUR PUNISHMENT. 
5. THESE THINGS ARE NOT MY CONJECTURES, BUT ARE AFFIRMED CONSTANTLY BY THE APOSTLE, WITH AN EMPHASIS SUFFICIENT TO ROUSE THE CARELESS AND TO SILENCE THE GAINSAYERS. "GOD," HE SAYS, "SENT HIS SON IN THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH, THAT BY SIN HE MIGHT CONDEMN SIN IN THE FLESH." (4) CHRIST'S FLESH WAS NOT SINFUL, BECAUSE IT WAS NOT BORN OF MARY BY ORDINARY GENERATION; BUT BECAUSE DEATH IS THE EFFECT OF SIN, THIS FLESH, IN BEING MORTAL, HAD THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH. THIS IS CALLED SIN IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS, "THAT BY SIN HE MIGHT CONDEMN SIN IN THE FLESH." AGAIN, HE SAYS: "HE HATH MADE HIM TO BE SIN FOR US WHO KNEW NO SIN, THAT WE MIGHT BE MADE THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN HIM." (1) WHY SHOULD NOT MOSES CALL, ACCURSED WHAT PAUL CALLS SIN? IN THIS PREDICTION THE PROPHET CLAIMS A SHARE WITH THE APOSTLE IN THE REPROACH OF THE HERETICS. FOR WHOEVER FINDS FAULT WITH THE WORD CURSED IN THE PROPHET, MUST FIND FAULT WITH THE WORD SIN IN THE APOSTLE; FOR CURSE AND SIN GO TOGETHER. 
6. IF WE READ, "CURSED OF GOD IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGS ON A TREE," THE ADDITION OF THE WORDS "OF GOD" CREATES NO DIFFICULTY. FOR HAD NOT GOD HATED SIN AND OUR DEATH, HE WOULD NOT HAVE SENT HIS SON TO BEAR AND TO ABOLISH IT. AND THERE IS NOTHING STRANGE IN GOD'S CURSING WHAT HE HATES. FOR HIS READINESS TO GIVE US THE IMMORTALITY WHICH WILL BE HAD AT THE COMING OF CHRIST, IS IN PROPORTION TO THE COMPASSION WITH WHICH HE HATED OUR DEATH WHEN IT HUNG ON THE CROSS AT THE DEATH OF CHRIST. AND IF MOSES CURSES EVERY ONE THAT HANGS ON A TREE, IT IS CERTAINLY NOT BECAUSE HE DID NOT FORESEE THAT RIGHTEOUS MEN WOULD BE CRUCIFIED, BUT RATHER BECAUSE HE FORESAW THAT HERETICS WOULD DENY THE DEATH OF THE LORD TO BE REAL, AND WOULD TRY TO DISPROVE THE APPLICATION OF THIS CURSE TO CHRIST, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT DISPROVE THE REALITY OF HIS DEATH. FOR IF CHRIST'S DEATH WAS NOT REAL, NOTHING CURSED HUNG ON THE CROSS WHEN HE WAS CRUCIFIED, FOR THE CRUCIFIXION CANNOT HAVE BEEN REAL. MOSES CRIES FROM THE DISTANT PAST TO THESE HERETICS: YOUR EVASION IN DENYING THE REALITY OF THE DEATH OF CHRIST IS USELESS. CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGETH ON A TREE; NOT THIS ONE OR THAT, BUT ABSOLUTELY EVERY ONE. WHAT! THE SON OF GOD? YES, ASSUREDLY. THIS IS THE VERY THING YOU OBJECT TO, AND THAT YOU ARE SO ANXIOUS TO EVADE. YOU WILL NOT ALLOW THAT HE WAS CURSED FOR US, BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ALLOW THAT HE DIED FOR US. EXEMPTION FROM ADAM'S CURSE IMPLIES EXEMPTION FROM HIS DEATH. BUT AS CHRIST ENDURED DEATH AS MAN, AND FOR MAN; SO ALSO, SON OF GOD AS HE WAS, EVER LIVING IN HIS OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT DYING FOR OUR OFFENCES, HE SUBMITTED AS MAN, AND FOR MAN, TO BEAR THE CURSE WHICH ACCOMPANIES DEATH. AND AS HE DIED IN THE FLESH WHICH HE TOOK IN BEARING OUR PUNISHMENT, SO ALSO, WHILE EVER BLESSED IN HIS OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS, HE WAS CURSED FOR OUR OFFENCES, IN THE DEATH WHICH HE SUFFERED IN BEARING OUR PUNISHMENT. AND THESE WORDS "EVERY ONE" ARE INTENDED TO CHECK THE IGNORANT OFFICIOUSNESS WHICH WOULD DENY THE REFERENCE OF THE CURSE TO CHRIST, AND SO, BECAUSE THE CURSE GOES ALONG WITH DEATH, WOULD LEAD TO THE DENIAL OF THE TRUE DEATH OF CHRIST. 
7. THE BELIEVER IN THE TRUE DOCTRINE OF THE GOSPEL WILL UNDERSTAND THAT CHRIST IS NOT REPROACHED BY MOSES WHEN HE SPEAKS OF HIM AS CURSED, NOT IN HIS DIVINE MAJESTY, BUT AS HANGING ON THE TREE AS OUR SUBSTITUTE, BEARING OUR PUNISHMENT, ANY MORE THAN HE IS PRAISED BY THE MANICHÆANS WHEN THEY DENY THAT HE HAD A MORTAL BODY, SO AS TO SUFFER REAL DEATH. IN THE CURSE OF THE PROPHET THERE IS PRAISE OF CHRIST'S HUMILITY, WHILE IN THE PRETENDED REGARD OF THE HERETICS THERE IS A CHARGE OF FALSEHOOD. IF, THEN, YOU DENY THAT CHRIST WAS CURSED, YOU MUST DENY THAT HE DIED; AND THEN YOU HAVE TO MEET, NOT MOSES, BUT THE APOSTLES. CONFESS THAT HE DIED, AND YOU MAY ALSO CONFESS THAT HE, WITHOUT TAKING OUR SIN, TOOK ITS PUNISHMENT. NOW THE PUNISHMENT OF SIN CANNOT BE BLESSED, OR ELSE IT WOULD BE A THING TO BE DESIRED. THE CURSE IS PRONOUNCED BY DIVINE JUSTICE, AND IT WILL BE WELL FOR US IF WE ARE REDEEMED FROM IT. CONFESS THEN THAT CHRIST DIED, AND YOU MAY CONFESS THAT HE BORE THE CURSE FOR US; AND THAT WHEN MOSES SAID, "CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGS ON A TREE," HE SAID IN FACT, TO HANG ON A TREE IS TO BE MORTAL, OR ACTUALLY TO DIE. HE MIGHT HAVE SAID, "CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT IS MORTAL," OR "CURSED IS EVERY ONE DYING;" BUT THE PROPHET KNEW THAT CHRIST WOULD SUFFER ON THE CROSS, AND THAT HERETICS WOULD SAY THAT HE HUNG ON THE TREE ONLY IN APPEARANCE, WITHOUT REALLY DYING. SO, HE EXCLAIMS, CURSED; MEANING THAT HE REALLY DIED. HE KNEW THAT THE DEATH OF SINFUL MAN, WHICH CHRIST THOUGH SINLESS BORE, CAME FROM THAT CURSE, "IF YE TOUCH IT, YE SHALL SURELY DIE." THUS ALSO, THE SERPENT HUNG ON THE POLE WAS INTENDED TO SHOW THAT CHRIST DID NOT FEIGN DEATH, BUT THAT THE REAL DEATH INTO WHICH THE SERPENT BY HIS FATAL COUNSEL CAST MANKIND WAS HUNG ON THE CROSS OF CHRIST'S PASSION. THE MANICHÆANS TURN AWAY FROM THE VIEW OF THIS REAL DEATH, AND SO THEY ARE NOT HEALED OF THE POISON OF THE SERPENT, AS WE READ THAT IN THE WILDERNESS AS MANY AS LOOKED WERE HEALED. 
8. IT IS TRUE, SOME IGNORANTLY DISTINGUISH BETWEEN HANGING ON A TREE AND BEING CRUCIFIED. SO SOME EXPLAIN THIS PASSAGE AS REFERRING TO JUDAS. BUT HOW DO THEY KNOW WHETHER HE HUNG HIMSELF FROM WOOD OR FROM STONE? FAUSTUS IS RIGHT IN SAYING THAT THE APOSTLE OBLIGES US TO REFER THE WORDS TO CHRIST. SUCH IGNORANT CATHOLICS ARE THE PREY OF THE MANICHÆANS. SUCH THEY GET HOLD OF AND ENTANGLE IN THEIR SOPHISTRY. SUCH WERE WE WHEN WE FELL INTO THIS HERESY, AND ADHERED TO IT. SUCH WERE WE, WHEN, NOT BY OUR OWN STRENGTH, BUT BY THE MERCY OF GOD, WE WERE RESCUED. 
9. WHAT ATTACKS ON DIVINE THINGS DOES FAUSTUS SPEAK OF WHEN HE CHARGES MOSES WITH SPARING NOTHING HUMAN OR DIVINE? HE MAKES THE CHARGE WITHOUT STOPPING TO PROVE IT. WE KNOW, ON THE CONTRARY, THAT MOSES GAVE DUE PRAISE TO EVERYTHING REALLY DIVINE, AND IN HUMAN AFFAIRS WAS A JUST RULER, CONSIDERING HIS TIMES AND THE GRACE OF HIS DISPENSATION. IT WILL BE TIME TO PROVE THIS WHEN WE SEE ANY PROOF OF FAUSTUS' CHARGES. IT MAY BE CLEVER TO MAKE SUCH CHARGES CAUTIOUSLY, BUT THERE IS GREAT INCAUTION IN THE CLEVERNESS WHICH RUINS ITS POSSESSOR. IT IS GOOD TO BE CLEVER ON THE SIDE OF TRUTH, BUT IT IS A POOR THING TO BE CLEVER IN OPPOSITION TO THE TRUTH. FAUSTUS SAYS THAT MOSES SPARED NOTHING HUMAN OR DIVINE; NOT THAT HE SPARED NO GOD OR MAN. IF HE SAID THAT MOSES DID NOT SPARE GOD, IT COULD EASILY BE SHOWN IN REPLY THAT MOSES EVERYWHERE DOES HONOR TO THE TRUE GOD, WHOM HE DECLARES TO BE THE MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. AGAIN, IF HE SAID THAT MOSES SPARED NONE OF THE GODS, HE WOULD BETRAY HIMSELF TO CHRISTIANS AS A WORSHIPPER OF THE FALSE GODS THAT MOSES DENOUNCES; AND SO, HE WOULD BE PREVENTED FROM GATHERING WHAT HE HAS NOT BROUGHT FORTH, BY THE BROOD TAKING REFUGE UNDER THE WINGS OF THE MOTHER CHURCH. FAUSTUS TRIES TO ENSNARE THE BABES, BY SAYING THAT MOSES SPARED NOTHING DIVINE, WISHING NOT TO FRIGHTEN CHRISTIANS WITH A PROFESSION OF BELIEF IN THE GODS, WHICH WOULD BE PLAINLY OPPOSED TO CHRISTIANITY, AND AT THE SAME TIME APPEARING TO TAKE THE SIDE OF THE PAGANS AGAINST US; FOR THEY KNOW THAT MOSES HAS SAID MANY PLAIN AND POINTED THINGS AGAINST THE IDOLS AND GODS OF THE HEATHEN, WHICH ARE DEVILS. 
10. IF THE MANICHÆANS DISAPPROVE OF MOSES ON THIS ACCOUNT, LET THEM CONFESS THAT THEY ARE WORSHIPPERS OF IDOLS AND DEVILS. THIS, INDEED, MAY BE THE CASE WITHOUT THEIR BEING AWARE OF IT. THE APOSTLE TELLS US THAT "IN THE LAST DAYS SOME SHALL DEPART FROM THE FAITH, GIVING HEED TO SEDUCING SPIRITS, AND TO DOCTRINES OF DEVILS, SPEAKING LIES IN HYPOCRISY." (1) WHENCE BUT FROM DEVILS, WHO ARE FOND OF FALSEHOOD, COULD THE IDEA HAVE COME THAT CHRIST'S SUFFERINGS AND DEATH WERE UNREAL, AND THAT THE MARKS WHICH HE SHOWED OF HIS WOUNDS WERE UNREAL? ARE THESE NOT THE DOCTRINES OF LYING DEVILS, WHICH TEACH THAT CHRIST, THE TRUTH ITSELF, WAS A DECEIVER? BESIDES, THE MANICHÆANS OPENLY TEACH THE WORSHIP, IF NOT OF DEVILS, STILL OF CREATED THINGS, WHICH THE APOSTLE CONDEMNS IN THE WORDS, "THEY WORSHIPPED AND SERVED THE CREATURE RATHER THAN THE CREATOR." (2) 
11. AS THERE IS AN UNCONSCIOUS WORSHIP OF IDOLS AND DEVILS IN THE FANCIFUL LEGENDS OF THE MANICHÆANS, SO THEY KNOWINGLY SERVE THE CREATURE IN THEIR WORSHIP OF THE SUN AND MOON. AND IN WHAT THEY CALL THEIR SERVICE OF THE CREATOR THEY REALLY SERVE THEIR OWN FANCY, AND NOT THE CREATOR AT ALL. FOR THEY DENY THAT GOD CREATED THOSE THINGS WHICH THE APOSTLE PLAINLY DECLARES TO BE THE CREATURES OF GOD, WHEN HE SAYS OF FOOD, "EVERY CREATURE OF GOD IS GOOD, AND NOTHING TO BE REFUSED, IF IT IS RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING." (3) THIS IS SOUND DOCTRINE, WHICH YOU CANNOT BEAR, AND SO TURN TO FABLES. THE APOSTLE PRAISES THE CREATURE OF GOD, BUT FORBIDS THE WORSHIP OF IT; AND IN THE SAME WAY MOSES GIVES DUE PRAISE TO THE SUN AND MOON, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME HE STATES THE FACT, OF THEIR, HAVING BEEN MADE BY GOD, AND PLACED BY HIM IN THEIR COURSES, --THE SUN TO RULE THE DAY, AND THE MOON TO RULE THE NIGHT. PROBABLY YOU THINK MOSES SPARED NOTHING DIVINE, SIMPLY BECAUSE HE FORBADE THE WORSHIP OF THE SUN AND MOON, WHEREAS YOU TURN TOWARDS THEM IN ALL DIRECTIONS IN YOUR WORSHIP. BUT THE SUN AND MOON TAKE NO PLEASURE IN YOUR FALSE PRAISES. IT IS THE DEVIL, THE TRANSGRESSOR, THAT DELIGHTS IN FALSE PRAISES. THE POWERS OF HEAVEN, WHO HAVE NOT FALLEN BY SIN, WISH THEIR CREATOR TO BE PRAISED IN THEM; AND THEIR TRUE PRAISE IS THAT WHICH DOES NO WRONG TO THEIR CREATOR. HE IS WRONGED WHEN THEY ARE SAID TO BE HIS MEMBERS, OR PARTS OF HIS SUBSTANCE. FOR HE IS PERFECT AND INDEPENDENT, UNDERIVED, NOT DIVIDED OR SCATTERED IN SPACE, BUT UNCHANGEABLY SELF-EXISTENT, SELF-SUFFICIENT, AND BLESSED IN HIMSELF. IN THE ABUNDANCE OF HIS GOODNESS, HE BY HIS WORD SPOKE, AND THEY WERE MADE: HE COMMANDED, AND THEY WERE CREATED. AND IF EARTHLY BODIES ARE GOOD, OF WHICH THE APOSTLE SPOKE WHEN HE SAID THAT NO FOOD IS UNCLEAN, BECAUSE EVERY CREATURE OF GOD IS GOOD, MUCH MORE THE HEAVENLY BODIES, OF WHICH THE SUN AND MOON ARE THE CHIEF; FOR THE APOSTLE SAYS AGAIN, "THE GLORY OF THE TERRESTRIAL IS ONE, AND THE GLORY OF THE CELESTIAL IS ANOTHER." (4) 
12. MOSES, THEN, CASTS NO REPROACH ON THE SUN AND MOON WHEN HE PROHIBITS THEIR WORSHIP. HE PRAISES THEM AS HEAVENLY BODIES; WHILE HE ALSO PRAISES GOD AS THE CREATOR OF BOTH HEAVENLY AND EARTHLY, AND WILL NOT ALLOW OF HIS BEING INSULTED BY GIVING THE WORSHIP DUE TO HIM TO THOSE WHO ARE PRAISED ONLY AS DEPENDENT UPON HIM. FAUSTUS PRIDES HIMSELF ON THE INGENUITY OF HIS OBJECTION TO THE CURSE PRONOUNCED BY MOSES ON THE WORSHIP OF THE SUN AND MOON. HE SAYS, "IF UNDER A HEATHEN MONARCH I AM FORCED TO WORSHIP THE SUN, AND IF FROM FEAR OF THIS CURSE I REFUSE, SHALL I INCUR THIS OTHER CURSE BY SUFFERING THE PUNISHMENT OF CRUCIFIXION?" NO HEATHEN MONARCH IS FORCING YOU TO WORSHIP THE SUN: NOR WOULD THE SUN ITSELF FORCE YOU, IF IT WERE REIGNING ON THE EARTH, AS NEITHER DOES IT NOW WISH TO BE WORSHIPPED. AS THE CREATOR BEARS WITH BLASPHEMERS TILL THE JUDGMENT, SO THESE CELESTIAL BODIES BEAR WITH THEIR DELUDED WORSHIPPERS TILL THE JUDGMENT OF THE CREATOR. IT SHOULD BE OBSERVED THAT NO CHRISTIAN MONARCH COULD ENFORCE THE WORSHIP OF THE SUN. FAUSTUS INSTANCES A HEATHEN MONARCH, FOR HE KNOWS THAT THEIR WORSHIP OF THE SUN IS A HEATHEN CUSTOM. YET, IN SPITE OF THIS OPPOSITION TO CHRISTIANITY, THE PARTRIDGE TAKES THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST, THAT IT MAY GATHER WHAT IT HAS NOT BROUGHT FORTH. THE ANSWER TO THIS OBJECTION IS EASY, AND THE FORCE OF TRUTH WILL SOON BREAK THE HORNS OF THIS DILEMMA. SUPPOSE, THEN, A CHRISTIAN THREATENED BY ROYAL AUTHORITY WITH BEING HUNG ON A TREE IF HE WILL NOT WORSHIP THE SUN. IF I AVOID, YOU SAY, THE CURSE PRONOUNCED BY THE LAW ON THE WORSHIPPER OF THE SUN, I INCUR THE CURSE PRONOUNCED BY THE SAME LAW ON HIM THAT HANGS ON A TREE. SO, YOU WILL BE IN A DIFFICULTY; ONLY THAT YOU WORSHIP THE SUN WITHOUT BEING FORCED BY ANYBODY. BUT A TRUE CHRISTIAN, BUILT ON THE FOUNDATION OF THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS, DISTINGUISHES THE CURSES, AND THE REASONS OF THEM. HE SEES THAT ONE REFERS TO THE MORTAL BODY WHICH IS HUNG ON THE TREE, AND THE OTHER TO THE MIND WHICH WORSHIPS THE SUN. FOR THOUGH THE BODY. BOWS IN WORSHIP, WHICH ALSO IS A HEINOUS OFFENCE, THE BELIEF OR IMAGINATION OF THE OBJECT WORSHIPPED IS AN ACT OF THE MIND. THE DEATH IMPLIED IN BOTH CURSES IS IN ONE CASE THE DEATH OF THE BODY, AND IN THE OTHER THE DEATH OF THE SOUL. IT IS BETTER TO HAVE THE CURSE IN BODILY DEATH, WHICH WILL BE REMOVED IN THE RESURRECTION, THAN THE CURSE IN THE DEATH OF THE SOUL, CONDEMNING IT ALONG WITH THE BODY TO ETERNAL FIRE. THE LORD SOLVES THIS DIFFICULTY IN THE WORDS: "FEAR NOT THEM THAT KILL THE BODY, BUT CANNOT KILL THE SOUL; BUT FEAR HIM WHO HAS POWER TO CAST BOTH SOUL AND BODY INTO HELL-FIRE." (1) IN OTHER WORDS, FEAR NOT THE CURSE OF BODILY DEATH, WHICH IN TIME IS REMOVED; BUT FEAR THE CURSE OF SPIRITUAL DEATH, WHICH LEADS TO THE ETERNAL TORMENT OF BOTH SOUL AND BODY. BE ASSURED, CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGS ON A TREE IS NO OLD WIFE'S RAILING, BUT A PROPHETICAL UTTERANCE. CHRIST, BY THE CURSE, TAKES THE CURSE AWAY, AS HE TAKES AWAY DEATH BY DEATH, AND SIN BY SIN. IN THE WORDS, "CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGS ON A TREE," THERE IS NO MORE BLASPHEMY THAN IN THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE, "HE DIED," OR, "OUR OLD MAN WAS CRUCIFIED ALONG WITH HIM," (2) OR, "BY SIN HE CONDEMNED SIN," (3) OR, "HE MADE HIM TO BE SIN FOR US WHO KNEW NO SIN," (4) AND IN MANY SIMILAR PASSAGES. CONFESS, THEN, THAT WHEN YOU EXCLAIM AGAINST THE CURSE OF CHRIST, YOU EXCLAIM AGAINST HIS DEATH. IF THIS IS NOT AN OLD WIFE'S RAILING ON YOUR PART, IT IS DEVILISH DELUSION, WHICH MAKES YOU DENY THE DEATH OF CHRIST BECAUSE YOUR OWN SOULS ARE DEAD. YOU TEACH PEOPLE THAT CHRIST'S DEATH WAS FEIGNED, MAKING CHRIST YOUR LEADER IN THE FALSEHOOD WITH WHICH YOU USE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRISTIAN TO MISLEAD MEN. 
13. IF FAUSTUS THINKS MOSES AN ENEMY OF CONTINENCE OR VIRGINITY BECAUSE HE SAYS, "CURSED IS EVERYONE THAT RAISES NOT UP SEED IN ISRAEL," LET THEM HEAR THE WORDS OF ISAIAH: "THUS SAITH THE LORD TO ALL EUNUCHS; TO THEM WHO KEEP MY PRECEPTS, AND CHOOSE THE THINGS THAT PLEASE ME, AND REGARD MY COVENANT, WILL I GIVE IN MY HOUSE AND WITHIN MY WALLS A PLACE AND A NAME BETTER THAN OF SONS AND OF DAUGHTERS; I WILL GIVE THEM AN EVERLASTING NAME, THAT SHALL NOT BE CUT OFF." (5) THOUGH OUR ADVERSARIES DISAGREE WITH MOSES. IF THEY AGREE WITH ISAIAH IT IS SOMETHING GAINED. IT IS ENOUGH FOR US TO KNOW THAT THE SAME GOD SPOKE BY BOTH MOSES AND ISAIAH, AND THAT EVERY ONE IS CURSED WHO RAISES NOT UP SEED IN ISRAEL, BOTH THEN WHEN BEGETTING CHILDREN IN MARRIAGE (FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE PEOPLE WAS A CIVIL DUTY), AND NOW BECAUSE NO ONE SPIRITUALLY BORN SHOULD REST CONTENT WITHOUT SEEKING SPIRITUAL INCREASE IN THE PRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANS BY PREACHING CHRIST, EACH ONE ACCORDING TO HIS ABILITY. SO THAT THE TIMES OF BOTH TESTAMENTS ARE BRIEFLY DESCRIBED IN THE WORDS, "CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT RAISES NOT UP SEED IN ISRAEL.'' (6) 
BOOK XV.
FAUSTUS REJECTS THE OLD TESTAMENT BECAUSE IT LEAVES NO ROOM FOR CHRIST. CHRIST THE ONE BRIDEGROOM SUFFICES FOR HIS BRIDE THE CHURCH. AUGUSTIN ANSWERS AS WELL AS HE CAN, AND REPROVES THE MANICHÆANS WITH PRESUMPTION IN CLAIMING TO BE THE BRIDE OF CHRIST 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: WHY DO WE NOT RECEIVE THE OLD TESTAMENT? BECAUSE WHEN A VESSEL IS FULL, WHAT IS POURED ON IT IS NOT RECEIVED, BUT ALLOWED TO RUN OVER; AND A FULL STOMACH REJECTS WHAT IT CANNOT HOLD. SO, THE JEWS, SATISFIED WITH THE OLD TESTAMENT, REJECT THE NEW; AND WE WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE NEW TESTAMENT FROM CHRIST, REJECT THE OLD. YOU RECEIVE BOTH BECAUSE YOU ARE ONLY HALF FILLED WITH EACH, AND THE ONE IS NOT COMPLETED, BUT CORRUPTED BY THE OTHER. FOR VESSELS HALF FILLED SHOULD NOT BE FILLED UP WITH ANYTHING OF A DIFFERENT NATURE FROM WHAT THEY ALREADY CONTAIN. IF IT CONTAINS WINE, IT SHOULD BE FILLED UP WITH WINE, HONEY WITH HONEY, VINEGAR WITH VINEGAR. FOR TO POUR GALL ON HONEY, OR WATER ON WINE, OR ALKALIES ON VINEGAR, IS NOT ADDITION, BUT ADULTERATION. THIS IS WHY WE DO NOT RECEIVE THE OLD TESTAMENT. OUR CHURCH, THE BRIDE OF CHRIST, THE POOR BRIDE OF A RICH BRIDEGROOM, IS CONTENT WITH THE POSSESSION OF HER HUSBAND, AND SCORNS THE WEALTH OF INFERIOR LOVERS, AND DESPISES THE GIFTS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT AND OF ITS AUTHOR, AND FROM REGARD TO HER OWN CHARACTER, RECEIVES ONLY THE LETTERS OF HER HUSBAND. WE LEAVE THE OLD TESTAMENT TO YOUR CHURCH, THAT, LIKE A BRIDE FAITHLESS TO HER SPOUSE, DELIGHTS IN THE LETTERS AND GIFTS OF ANOTHER. THIS LOVER WHO CORRUPTS YOUR CHASTITY, THE GOD OF THE HEBREWS IN HIS STONE TABLETS PROMISES YOU GOLD AND SILVER, AND ABUNDANCE OF FOOD, AND THE LAND OF CANAAN. SUCH LOW REWARDS HAVE TEMPTED YOU TO BE UNFAITHFUL TO CHRIST, AFTER ALL THE RICH DOWRY BESTOWED BY HIM. BY SUCH ATTRACTIONS THE GOD OF THE HEBREWS GAINS OVER THE BRIDE OF CHRIST. YOU MUST KNOW THAT YOU ARE CHEATED, AND THAT THESE PROMISES ARE FALSE. THIS GOD IS IN POVERTY AND BEGGARY, AND CANNOT DO WHAT HE PROMISES. FOR IF HE CANNOT GIVE THESE THINGS TO THE SYNAGOGUE, HIS PROPER WIFE, WHO OBEYS HIM IN ALL THINGS LIKE A SERVANT, HOW CAN HE BESTOW THEM ON YOU WHO ARE STRANGERS, AND WHO PROUDLY THROW OFF HIS YOKE FROM YOUR NECKS? GO ON, THEN, AS YOU HAVE BEGUN, JOIN THE NEW CLOTH TO THE OLD GARMENT, PUT THE NEW WINE IN OLD BOTTLES, SERVE TWO MASTERS WITHOUT PLEASING EITHER, MAKE CHRISTIANITY A MONSTER, HALF HORSE AND HALF MAN; BUT ALLOW US TO SERVE ONLY CHRIST, CONTENT WITH HIS IMMORTAL DOWER, AND IMITATING THE APOSTLE WHO SAYS, "OUR SUFFICIENCY IS OF GOD, WHO I HAS MADE US ABLE MINISTERS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT." (1) IN THE GOD OF THE HEBREWS WE HAVE NO INTEREST WHATEVER; FOR NEITHER CAN HE PERFORM HIS PROMISES, NOR DO WE DESIRE THAT HE SHOULD. THE LIBERALITY OF CHRIST HAS MADE US INDIFFERENT TO THE FLATTERIES OF THIS STRANGER. THIS FIGURE OF THE RELATION OF THE WIFE TO HER HUSBAND IS SANCTIONED BY PAUL, WHO SAYS: "THE WOMAN THAT HAS A HUSBAND IS BOUND TO HER HUSBAND AS LONG AS HE LIVES; BUT IF HER HUSBAND DIES, SHE IS FREED FROM THE LAW OF HER HUSBAND. SO, THEN, IF WHILE HER HUSBAND LIVES, SHE BE JOINED TO ANOTHER MAN, SHE SHALL BE CALLED AN ADULTERESS; BUT IF HER HUSBAND BE DEAD, SHE IS NOT AN ADULTERESS, THOUGH SHE BE MARRIED TO ANOTHER MAN." (2) HERE HE SHOWS THAT THERE IS A SPIRITUAL ADULTERY IN BEING UNITED TO CHRIST BEFORE REPUDIATING THE AUTHOR OF THE LAW, AND COUNTING HIM, AS IT WERE, AS DEAD. THIS APPLIES CHIEFLY TO THE JEWS WHO BELIEVE IN CHRIST, AND WHO OUGHT TO FORGET THEIR FORMER SUPERSTITION. WE WHO HAVE BEEN CONVERTED TO CHRIST FRONT HEATHENISM, LOOK UPON THE GOD OF THE HEBREWS NOT MERELY AS DEAD, BUT AS NEVER HAVING EXISTED, AND DO NOT NEED TO BE TOLD TO FORGET HIM. A JEW, WHEN HE BELIEVES, SHOULD REGARD ADONAI AS DEAD; A GENTILE SHOULD REGARD HIS IDOL AS DEAD; AND SO, WITH EVERYTHING THAT HAS BEEN HELD SACRED BEFORE CONVERSION. ONE WHO, AFTER GIVING UP IDOLATRY, WORSHIPS BOTH THE GOD OF THE HEBREWS AND CHRIST, IS LIKE AN ABANDONED WOMAN, WHO AFTER THE DEATH OF ONE HUSBAND MARRIES TWO OTHERS. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: LET ALL WHO HAVE GIVEN THEIR HEARTS TO CHRIST SAY WHETHER THEY CAN LISTEN PATIENTLY TO THESE THINGS, UNLESS CHRIST HIMSELF ENABLE THEM. FAUSTUS, FULL OF THE NEW HONEY, REJECTS THE OLD VINEGAR; AND PAUL, FULL OF THE OLD VINEGAR, HAS POURED OUT HALF THAT THE NEW HONEY MAY BE POURED IN, NOT LOBE KEPT, BUT LOBE CORRUPTED. WHEN THE APOSTLE CALLS HIMSELF A SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST, CALLED TO BE AN APOSTLE, SEPARATED UNTO THE GOSPEL OF GOD, THIS IS THE NEW HONEY. BUT WHEN HE ADDS, "WHICH HE PROMISED BEFORE BY HIS PROPHETS IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES OF HIS SON, WHO WAS MADE OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH," (3) THIS IS THE OLD VINEGAR. WHO COULD BEAR TO HEAR THIS, UNLESS THE APOSTLE HIMSELF CONSOLED US BY SAYING: "THERE MUST BE HERESIES, THAT THEY WHICH ARE APPROVED MAY BE MADE MANIFEST AMONG YOU?" (1) WHY SHOULD WE REPEAT WHAT WE SAID ALREADY? (2) THAT THE NEW CLOTH AND THE OLD GARMENT, THE NEW WINE AND THE OLD BOTTLES, MEAN NOT TWO TESTAMENTS, BUT TWO LIVES AND TWO HOPES, THAT THE RELATION OF THE TWO TESTAMENTS IS FIGURATIVELY DESCRIBED BY THE LORD WHEN HE SAYS: "THEREFORE EVERY SCRIBE INSTRUCTED IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS LIKE A HOUSEHOLDER BRINGING OUT OF HIS TREASURE THINGS NEW AND OLD." (3) THE READER MAY REMEMBER THIS AS SAID BEFORE, OR HE MAY FIND IT ON LOOKING BACK. FOR IF ANY ONE TRIES TO SERVE GOD WITH TWO HOPES, ONE OF EARTHLY FELICITY, AND THE OTHER OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, THE TWO HOPES CANNOT AGREE; AND WHEN THE LATTER IS SHAKEN BY SOME AFFLICTION, THE FORMER WILL BE LOST TOO. THUS, IT IS SAID, NO MAN CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS; WHICH CHRIST EXPLAINS THUS: "YE CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON." (4) BUT TO THOSE WHO RIGHTLY UNDERSTAND IT, THE OLD TESTAMENT IS A PROPHECY OF THE NEW. EVEN IN THAT ANCIENT PEOPLE, THE HOLY PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS, WHO UNDERSTOOD THE PART THEY PERFORMED, OR WHICH THEY WERE INSTRUMENTAL IN PERFORMING, HAD THIS HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. THEY BELONGED TO THE NEW TESTAMENT, BECAUSE THEY UNDERSTOOD AND LOVED IT, THOUGH REVEALED ONLY IN FIGURE. THOSE BELONGING TO THE OLD TESTAMENT WERE THE PEOPLE WHO CARED FOR NOTHING ELSE BUT THE TEMPORAL PROMISES, WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING THEM AS SIGNIFICANT OF ETERNAL THINGS. BUT ALL THIS HAS ALREADY BEEN MORE THAN ENOUGH INSISTED ON. 
3. IT IS AMAZINGLY BOLD IN THE IMPIOUS AND IMPURE SECT OF THE MANICHÆANS TO BOAST OF BEING THE CHASTE BRIDE OF CHRIST. ALL THE EFFECT OF SUCH A BOAST ON THE REALLY CHASTE MEMBERS OF THE HOLY CHURCH IS TO REMIND THEM OF THE APOSTLE'S WARNING AGAINST DECEIVERS: "I HAVE JOINED YOU TO ONE HUSBAND, TO PRESENT YOU AS A CHASTE VIRGIN TO CHRIST. BUT I FEAR LEST, AS THE SERPENT DECEIVED EVE BY HIS GUILE, SO YOUR MINDS ALSO SHOULD BE CORRUPTED FROM THE PURITY WHICH IS IN CHRIST." (5) WHAT ELSE DO THOSE PREACHERS OF ANOTHER GOSPEL THAN THAT WHICH WE HAVE RECEIVED TRY TO DO, BUT TO CORRUPT US FROM THE PURITY WHICH WE PRESERVE FOR CHRIST, WHEN THEY STIGMATIZE THE LAW OF GOD AS OLD, AND PRAISE THEIR OWN FALSEHOODS AS NEW, AS IF ALL THAT IS NEW MUST BE GOOD, AND ALL THAT IS OLD BAD? THE APOSTLE JOHN, HOWEVER, PRAISES THE OLD COMMANDMENT, AND THE APOSTLE PAUL BIDS US AVOID NOVELTIES IN DOCTRINE. AS AN UNWORTHY SON AND SERVANT OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, THE TRUE BRIDE OF THE TRUE CHRIST, I TOO, AS APPOINTED TO GIVE OUT FOOD TO MY FELLOW-SERVANTS, WOULD SPEAK TO HER A WORD OF COUNSEL. CONTINUE EVER TO SHUN THE PROFANE ERRORS OF THE MANICHÆANS, WHICH HAVE BEEN TRIED BY THE EXPERIENCE OF THINE OWN CHILDREN, AND CONDEMNED BY THEIR RECOVERY. BY THAT HERESY I WAS ONCE SEPARATED FROM THY FELLOWSHIP, AND AFTER RUNNING INTO DANGER WHICH OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN AVOIDED, I ESCAPED. RESTORED TO THY SERVICE, MY EXPERIENCE MAY PERHAPS BE PROFITABLE TO THEE. UNLESS THY TRUE AND TRUTHFUL BRIDEGROOM, FROM WHOSE SIDE THOU WERT MADE, HAD OBTAINED THE REMISSION OF SINS THROUGH HIS OWN REAL BLOOD, THE GULF OF ERROR WOULD HAVE SWALLOWED ME UP; I SHOULD HAVE BECOME DUST, AND BEEN DEVOURED BY THE SERPENT. BE NOT MISLED BY THE NAME OF TRUTH. THE TRUTH IS IN THINE OWN MILK, AND IN THINE OWN BREAD. THEY HAVE THE NAME ONLY, AND NOT THE THING. THY FULL-GROWN CHILDREN, INDEED, ARE SECURE; BUT I SPEAK TO THY BABES, MY BROTHERS, AND SONS, AND MASTERS, WHOM THOU, THE VIRGIN MOTHER, FERTILE AS PURE, DOST CHERISH INTO LIFE UNDER THINE ANXIOUS WINGS, OR DOST NOURISH WITH THE MILK OF INFANCY. I CALL UPON THESE, THY TENDER OFFSPRING, NOT TO BE SEDUCED BY NOISY VANITIES, BUT RATHER TO PRONOUNCE ACCURSED ANY ONE THAT PREACHES TO THEM ANOTHER GOSPEL THAN THAT WHICH THEY HAVE RECEIVED IN THEE. I CALL UPON THESE NOT TO LEAVE THE TRUE AND TRUTHFUL CHRIST, IN WHOM ARE HID ALL THE TREASURES OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE; NOT TO FORSAKE THE ABUNDANCE OF HIS GOODNESS WHICH HE HAS LAID UP FOR THEM THAT FEAR HIM, AND HAS WROUGHT FOR THEM THAT TRUST IN HIM. (6) HOW CAN THEY EXPECT TO FIND TRUTHFUL WORDS IN ONE WHO PREACHES AN UNTRUTHFUL CHRIST? SCORN THE REPROACHES CAST ON THEE, FOR THOU KNOWEST WELL THAT THE GIFT WHICH THOU DESIREST FROM THY BRIDEGROOM IS ETERNAL LIFE, FOR HE HIMSELF IS ETERNAL LIFE. 
4. IT IS A SILLY FALSEHOOD THAT THOU HAST BEEN SEDUCED TO ANOTHER GOD, WHO PROMISES ABUNDANCE OF FOOD AND THE LAND OF CANAAN. FOR THOU CANST PERCEIVE HOW THE SAINTS OF OLD, WHO WERE ALSO THY CHILDREN, WERE ENLIGHTENED BY THESE FIGURES WHICH WERE PROPHECIES OF THEE. THOU NEEDEST NOT REGARD THE POOR JEST AGAINST THE STONE TABLETS, FOR THE STONY HEART OF WHICH THEY WERE IN OLD TIMES A FIGURE IS NOT IN THEE. FOR THOU ART AN EPISTLE OF THE APOSTLES, "WRITTEN NOT WITH INK, BUT WITH THE SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD; NOT ON TABLES OF STONE, BUT ON THE FLESHY TABLES OF THE HEART." (7) OUR OPPONENTS IGNORANTLY THINK THAT THESE WORDS ARE IN THEIR FAVOR, AND THAT THE APOSTLE FINDS FAULT WITH THE DISPENSATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, WHERE- AS THEY ARE THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET. THIS UTTERANCE OF THE APOSTLES WAS A FULFILLMENT OF THE LONG ANTERIOR UTTERANCES OF THE PROPHET WHOM THE MANICHÆANS REJECT, FOR THEY BELIEVE THE APOSTLES WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING THEM. THE PROPHET SAYS: "I WILL TAKE AWAY FROM THEM THE STONY HEART, AND I WILL GIVE THEM A HEART OF FLESH." (1) WHAT IS THIS BUT "NOT ON TABLES OF STONES BUT ON THE FLESHY TABLES OF THE HEART"? FOR BY THE HEART OF FLESH AND THE FLESHY TABLES IS NOT MEANT A CARNAL UNDERSTANDING: BUT AS FLESH FEELS, WHEREAS A STONE CANNOT, THE INSENSIBILITY OF STONE SIGNIFIES AN UNINTELLIGENT HEART, AND THE SENSIBILITY OF FLESH SIGNIFIES AN INTELLIGENT HURT. INSTEAD, THEN, OF SCOFFING AT THEE, THEY DESERVE TO BE RIDICULED WHO SAY THAT EARTH, AND WOOD, AND STONES HAVE SENSE, AND THAT THEIR LIFE IS MORE INTELLIGENT THAN ANIMAL LIFE. SO, NOT TO SPEAK OF THE TRUTH, EVEN THEIR OWN FICTION OBLIGES THEM TO CONFESS THAT THE LAW WRITTEN ON TABLES OF STONE WAS PURER THAN THEIR SACRED PARCHMENTS. OR PERHAPS THEY PREFER SHEEPSKIN TO STONE, BECAUSE THEIR LEGENDS MAKE STONES THE BONES OF PRINCES. IN ANY CASE, THE ARK OF THE OLD TESTAMENT WAS A CLEANER COVERING FOR THE TABLES OF STONE THAN THE GOATSKIN OF THEIR MANUSCRIPTS. LAUGH AT THESE THINGS, WHILE PITYING THEM, TO SHOW THEIR FALSEHOOD AND ABSURDITY. WITH A HEART NO LONGER STONY, THOU CANST SEE IN THESE STONE TABLETS A SUITABLENESS TO THAT HARD- HEARTED PEOPLE; AND AT THE SAME TIME, THOU CANST FIND EVEN THERE THE STONE, THY BRIDEGROOM, DESCRIBED BY PETER AS "A LIVING STONE, REJECTED BY MEN, BUT CHOSEN OF GOD, AND PRECIOUS." TO THEM HE WAS "A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENCE;" BUT TO THEE, "THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED HAS BECOME THE HEAD OF THE CORNER." (2) THIS IS ALL EXPLAINED BY PETER, AND IS QUOTED FROM THE PROPHETS, WITH WHOM THESE HERETICS HAVE NOTHING TO DO. FEAR NOT, THEN, TO READ THESE TABLETS-- THEY ARE FROM THY HUSBAND; TO OTHERS THE STONE WAS A SIGN OF INSENSIBILITY, BUT TO THEE OF STRENGTH AND STABILITY. WITH THE FINGER OF GOD THESE TABLETS WERE WRITTEN; WITH THE [TERRIBLE] FINGER OF GOD, THY LORD CAST OUT DEVILS; WITH THE FINGER OF GOD DRIVE THOU AWAY THE DOCTRINES OF LYING DEVILS WHICH SEAR THE CONSCIENCE. WITH THESE TABLETS THOU CANST CONFOUND THE SEDUCER WHO CALLS HIMSELF THE PARACLETE, THAT HE MAY IMPOSE UPON THEE BY A SACRED NAME. FOR ON THE FIFTIETH DAY AFTER THE PASSOVER THE TABLES WERE GIVEN; AND ON THE FIFTIETH DAY AFTER THE PASSION OF THY BRIDE-GROOM--OF WHOM THE PASSOVER WAS A TYPE--THE FINGER OF GOD, THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE PROMISED PARACLETE, WAS GIVEN. FEAR NOT THE TABLETS WHICH CONVEY TO THEE ANCIENT WRITINGS NOW MADE PLAIN. ONLY BE NOT UNDER THE LAW, LEST FEAR PREVENT THY FULFILLING IT; BUT BE UNDER GRACE, THAT LOVE, WHICH IS THE FULFILLING OF THE LAW, MAY BE IN THEE. FOR IT WAS IN A REVIEW OF THESE VERY TABLETS THAT THE FRIEND OF THY BRIDEGROOM SAID: "FOR THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, THOU SHALT NOT MURDER, THOU SHALT NOT COVET, AND IF THERE BE ANY OTHER COMMANDMENT, IT IS CONTAINED IN THIS WORD, THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF. LOVE WORKETH NO ILL TO HIS NEIGHBOR; THEREFORE, LOVE IS THE FULFILLING OF THE LAW." (3) ONE TABLE CONTAINS THE PRECEPT OF LOVE TO GOD, AND THE OTHER OF LOVE TO MAN. AND HE WHO FIRST SENT THESE TABLETS HIMSELF CAME TO ENJOIN THOSE PRECEPTS ON WHICH HANG THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. (4) IN THE FIRST PRECEPT IS THE CHASTITY OF THY ESPOUSALS; IN THE SECOND IS THE UNITY OF THY MEMBERS. IN THE ONE THOU ART UNITED TO DIVINITY; IN THE OTHER THOU DOST GATHER A SOCIETY. AND THESE TWO PRECEPTS ARE IDENTICAL WITH THE TEN, OF WHICH THREE RELATE TO GOD, AND SEVEN TO OUR NEIGHBOR. SUCH IS THE CHASTE TABLET IN WHICH THY LOVER AND THY BELOVED OF OLD PREFIGURED TO THEE THE NEW SONG ON A PSALTERY OF TEN STRINGS; HIMSELF TO BE EXTENDED ON THE CROSS FOR THEE, THAT BY SIN HE MIGHT CONDEMN SIN IN THE FLESH, AND THAT THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW MIGHT BE FULFILLED IN THEE. SUCH IS THE CONJUGAL TABLET, WHICH MAY WELL BE HATED BY THE UNFAITHFUL WIFE. 
5. I TURN NOW TO THEE, THOU DELUDED AND DELUDING CONGREGATION OF MANICHÆUS, WEDDED TO SO MANY ELEMENTS, OR RATHER PROSTITUTED TO SO MANY DEVILS, AND IMPREGNATED WITH BLASPHEMOUS FALSEHOODS, DOST THOU DARE TO SLANDER AS UNCHASTE THE MARRIAGE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH WITH THY LORD? BEHOLD THY LOVERS, ONE BALANCING CREATION, AND THE OTHER BEARING IT UP LIKE ATLAS. FOR ONE, BY THY ACCOUNT, HOLDS THE SOURCES OF THE ELEMENTS, AND HANGS THE WORLD IN SPACE; WHILE THE OTHER KEEPS HIM UP BY KNEELING DOWN AND CARRYING THE WEIGHT ON HIS SHOULDERS. WHERE ARE THOSE BEINGS? AND IF THEY ARE SO OCCUPIED, HOW CAN THEY COME TO VISIT THEE, TO SPEND AN IDLE HOUR IN GETTING THEIR SHOULDERS OR THEIR FINGERS RELIEVED BY THY SOFT, SOOTHING TOUCH? BUT THOU ART DECEIVED BY EVIL SPIRITS WHICH COMMIT ADULTERY WITH THEE, THAT THOU MAYEST CONCEIVE FALSEHOODS AND BRING FORTH VANITIES. WELL MAYEST THOU REJECT THE MESSAGE OF THE TRUE GOD, AS OPPOSED TO THY PARCHMENTS, WHERE IN THE VAIN IMAGINATIONS OF A WANTON MIND THOU HAST GONE AFTER SO MANY FALSE GODS. THE FICTIONS OF THE POETS ARE MORE RESPECTABLE THAN THINE, IN THIS AT LEAST, THAT THEY DECEIVE NO ONE; WHILE THE FABLES IN THY BOOKS, BY ASSUMING AN APPEARANCE OF TRUTH, MISLEAD THE CHILDISH, BOTH YOUNG AND OLD, AND PERVERT THEIR MINDS. AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, THEY HAVE ITCHING EARS, AND TURN AWAY FROM HEARING THE TRUTH TO LISTEN TO FABLES. (1) HOW SHOULDEST THOU BEAR THE SOUND DOCTRINE OF THESE TABLES, WHERE THE FIRST COMMANDMENT IS, "HEAR, O ISRAEL, THE LORD THY GOD IS ONE LORD," (2) WHEN THY CORRUPT AFFECTIONS FIND SHAMEFUL DELIGHT IN SO MANY FALSE DEITIES? DOST THOU NOT REMEMBER THY LOVE-SONG, WHERE THOU DESCRIBE THE CHIEF RULER IN PERENNIAL MAJESTY, CROWNED WITH FLOWERS, AND OF FIERY COUNTENANCE? TO HAVE EVEN ONE SUCH LOVER IS SHAMEFUL; FOR A CHASTE WIFE SEEKS NOT A HUSBAND CROWNED WITH FLOWERS. AND THOU CANST NOT SAY THAT THIS DESCRIPTION OR REPRESENTATION HAS A TYPICAL MEANING, FOR THOU ART WANT TO PRAISE MANICHÆUS FOR NOTHING MORE THAN FOR SPEAKING TO THEE THE SIMPLE NAKED TRUTH WITHOUT THE DISGUISE OF FIGURES. SO, THE GOD OF THY SONG IS A REAL KING, BEARING A SCEPTER AND CROWNED WITH FLOWERS. WHEN HE WEARS A CROWN OF FLOWERS, HE OUGHT TO PUT ASIDE HIS SCEPTER; FOR EFFEMINACY AND MAJESTY ARE INCONGRUOUS. AND THEN HE IS NOT THY ONLY LOVER; FOR THE SONG GOES ON TO TELL OF TWELVE SEASONS CLOTHED IN FLOWERS, AND FILLED WITH SONG, THROWING THEIR FLOWERS AT THEIR FATHER'S FACE. THESE ARE TWELVE GREAT GODS OF THINE, THREE IN EACH OF THE FOUR REGIONS SURROUNDING THE FIRST DEITY. HOW THIS DEITY CAN BE INFINITE, WHEN HE IS THUS CIRCUMSCRIBED, NO ONE CAN SAY. BESIDES, THERE ARE COUNTLESS PRINCIPALITIES, AND HOSTS OF GODS, AND TROOPS OF ANGELS, WHICH THOU SAY WERE NOT CREATED BY GOD, BUT PRODUCED FROM HIS SUBSTANCE. 
6. THOU ART THUS CONVICTED OF WORSHIPPING GODS WITHOUT NUMBER; FOR THOU CANST NOT BEAR THE SOUND DOCTRINE WHICH TEACHES THAT THERE IS ONE SON OF ONE GOD, AND ONE SPIRIT OF BOTH. AND THESE, INSTEAD OF BEING WITHOUT NUMBER, ARE NOT THREE GODS; FOR NOT ONLY IS THEIR SUBSTANCE ONE AND THE SAME, BUT THEIR OPERATION BY MEANS OF THIS SUBSTANCE IS ALSO ONE AND THE SAME, WHILE THEY HAVE A SEPARATE MANIFESTATION IN THE MATERIAL CREATION. THESE THINGS THOU DOST NOT UNDERSTAND, AND CANST NOT RECEIVE. THOU ART FULL, AS THOU SAY, FOR THOU ART STEEPED IN BLASPHEMOUS ABSURDITIES. WILL THOU CONTINUE BURYING THYSELF UNDER SUCH CRUDITIES? SING ON, THEN, AND OPEN THINE EYES, IF THOU CANST, TO THINE OWN SHAME. IN THIS DOCTRINE OF LYING DEVILS THOU ART INVITED TO FABULOUS DWELLINGS OF ANGELS IN A HAPPY CLIME, AND TO FRAGRANT FIELDS WHERE NECTAR FLOWS FOR EVER FROM TREES AND HILLS, IN SEAS AND RIVERS. THESE ARE THE FICTIONS OF THY FOOLISH HEART, WHICH REVELS IN SUCH IDLE FANCIES. SUCH EXPRESSIONS ARE SOMETIMES USED AS FIGURATIVE DESCRIPTIONS OF THE ABUNDANCE OF SPIRITUAL ENJOYMENTS; AND THEY LEAD THE MIND OF THE STUDENT TO INQUIRE INTO THEIR HIDDEN MEANING. SOMETIMES THERE IS A MATERIAL REPRESENTATION TO THE BODILY SENSES, AS THE FIRE IN THE BUSH, THE ROD BECOMING A SERPENT, AND THE SERPENT A ROD, THE GARMENT OF THE LORD NOT DIVIDED BY HIS PERSECUTORS, THE ANOINTING OF HIS FEET OR OF HIS HEAD BY A DEVOUT WOMAN, THE BRANCHES OF THE MULTITUDE PRECEDING AND FOLLOWING HIM WHEN RIDING ON THE ASS. SOMETIMES, EITHER IN SLEEP OR IN A TRANCE, THE SPIRIT IS INFORMED BY MEANS OF FIGURES TAKEN FROM MATERIAL THINGS, AS JACOB'S LADDER, AND THE STONE IN DANIEL CUT OUT WITHOUT HANDS AND GROWING INTO A MOUNTAIN, AND PETER'S VESSEL, AND ALL THAT JOHN SAW. SOMETIMES THE FIGURES ARE ONLY IN THE LANGUAGE; AS IN THE SONG OF SONGS, AND IN THE PARABLE OF A HOUSEHOLDER MAKING A MARRIAGE FOR HIS SON, OR THAT OF THE PRODIGAL SON, OR THAT OF THE MAN WHO PLANTED A VINEYARD AND LET IT OUT TO HUSBANDMEN. THOU BOAST OF MANICHÆUS AS HAVING COME LAST, NOT TO USE FIGURES, BUT TO EXPLAIN THEM. HIS EXPOSITIONS THROW LIGHT ON ANCIENT TYPES, AND LEAVE NO PROBLEM UNSOLVED. THIS IDEA IS SUPPORTED BY THE ASSERTION THAT THE ANCIENT TYPES, IN VISION OR IN ACTION OR IN WORDS, HAD IN VIEW THE COMING OF MANICHÆUS, BY WHOM THEY WERE ALL TO BE EXPLAINED; WHILE HE, KNOWING THAT NO ONE IS TO FOLLOW HIM, MAKES USE OF A STYLE FREE FROM ALL FIGURATIVE EXPRESSIONS. WHAT, THEN, ARE THOSE FIELDS, AND SHADY HILLS, AND CROWNS OF FLOWERS, AND FRAGRANT ODORS, IN WHICH THE DESIRES OF THY FLESHLY MIND TAKE PLEASURE? IF THEY ARE NOT SIGNIFICANT FIGURES, THEY ARE EITHER IDLE FANCIES OR DELIRIOUS DREAMS. IF THEY ARE FIGURES, AWAY WITH THE IMPOSTOR WHO SEDUCES THEE WITH THE PROMISE OF NAKED TRUTH, AND THEN MOCKS THEE WITH IDLE TALES. HIS MINISTERS AND HIS WRETCHED DELUDED FOLLOWERS ARE WONT TO BAIT THEIR HOOK WITH THAT SAYING OF THE APOSTLE, "NOW WE SEE THROUGH A GLASS IN A FIGURE, BUT THEN FACE TO FACE." (3) AS IF, FORSOOTH, THE APOSTLE PAUL KNEW IN PART, AND PROPHESIED IN PART, AND SAW THROUGH A GLASS IN A FIGURE; WHEREAS ALL THIS IS REMOVED AT THE COMING OF MANICHÆUS, WHO BRINGS THAT WHICH IS PERFECT, AND REVEALS THE TRUTH FACE TO FACE. O FALLEN AND SHAMELESS! STILL TO CONTINUE UTTERING SUCH FOLLY, STILL FEEDING ON THE WIND, STILL EMBRACING THE IDOLS OF THINE OWN HEART. HAST THOU, THEN, SEEN FACE TO FACE THE KING WITH THE SCEPTER, AND THE CROWN OF FLOWERS, AND THE HOSTS OF GODS, AND THE GREAT WORLD-HOLDER WITH SIX FACES AND RADIANT WITH LIGHT, AND THAT OTHER EXALTED RULER SURROUNDED WITH TROOPS OF ANGELS, AND THE INVINCIBLE WARRIOR WITH A SPEAR IN HIS RIGHT HAND AND A SHIELD IN HIS LEFT, AND THE FAMOUS SOVEREIGN WHO MOVES THE THREE WHEELS OF FIRE, WATER, AND WIND, AND ATLAS, CHIEF OF ALL, BEARING THE WORLD ON HIS SHOULDERS, AND SUPPORTING HIMSELF ON HIS ARMS? THESE, AND A THOUSAND OTHER MARVELS, HAST THOU SEEN FACE TO FACE, OR ARE THY SONGS DOCTRINES LEARNED FROM LYING DEVILS, THOUGH THOU KNOW IT NOT? ALAS! MISERABLE PROSTITUTE TO THESE DREAMS, SUCH ARE THE VANITIES WHICH THOU DRINK UP INSTEAD OF THE TRUTH; AND, DRUNK WITH THIS DEADLY POISON, THOU DARE WITH THIS JEST OF THE TABLETS TO AFFRONT THE MATRONLY PURITY OF THE SPOUSE OF THE ONLY SON OF GOD; BECAUSE NO LONGER UNDER THE TUTORSHIP OF THE LAW, BUT UNDER THE CONTROL OF GRACE, NEITHER PROUD IN ACTIVITY NOR CROUCHING IN FEAR, SHE LIVES BY FAITH, AND HOPE, AND LOVE, THE ISRAEL IN WHOM THERE IS NO GUILE, WHO HEARS WHAT IS WRITTEN: "THE LORD THY GOD IS ONE GOD." THIS THOU HEAR NOT, AND ART GONE A WHORING AFTER A MULTITUDE OF FALSE GODS. 
7. OF NECESSITY THESE TABLES ARE AGAINST THEE, FOR THE SECOND COMMANDMENT IS, "THOU SHALT NOT TAKE THE NAME OF [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THE LORD THY GOD IN VAIN;" WHEREAS THOU DOST ATTRIBUTE THE VANITY OF FALSEHOOD TO CHRIST HIMSELF, WHO, TO REMOVE THE VANITY OF THE FLESHLY MIND, ROSE IN A TRUE BODY, VISIBLE TO THE BODILY EYE. SO ALSO, THE THIRD COMMANDMENT ABOUT THE REST OF THE SABBATH IS AGAINST THEE, FOR THOU ART TOSSED ABOUT BY A MULTITUDE OF RESTLESS FANCIES. HOW THESE THREE COMMANDMENTS RELATE TO THE LOVE OF GOD, THOU HAST NEITHER THE POWER NOR THE WILL TO UNDERSTAND. SHAMEFULLY HEADSTRONG AND TURBULENT, THOU HAST REACHED THE HEIGHT OF FOLLY, VANITY, AND WORTHLESSNESS; THY BEAUTY IS SPOILED, AND THINE ORDER PERISHED. I KNOW THEE, FOR I WAS ONCE THE SAME. HOW SHALL I NOW TEACH THEE THAT THESE THREE PRECEPTS RELATE TO THE LOVE OF GOD, OF WHOM, AND BY WHOM, AND IN WHOM ARE ALL THINGS? HOW CANST THOU UNDERSTAND THIS, WHEN THY PERNICIOUS DOCTRINES PREVENT THEE FROM UNDERSTANDING AND FROM OBEYING THE SEVEN PRECEPTS RELATING TO THE LOVE OF OUR NEIGHBOR, WHICH IS THE BOND OF HUMAN SOCIETY? THE FIRST OF THESE PRECEPTS IS, "HONOR THY FATHER AND MOTHER;" WHICH PAUL QUOTES AS THE FIRST COMMANDMENT WITH PROMISE, AND HIMSELF REPEATS THE INJUNCTION. BUT THOU ART TAUGHT BY THY DOCTRINE OF DEVILS TO REGARD THY PARENTS AS THINE ENEMIES, BECAUSE THEIR UNION BROUGHT THEE INTO THE BONDS OF FLESH, AND LAID IMPURE FETTERS EVEN ON THY GOD. THE DOCTRINE THAT THE PRODUCTION OF CHILDREN IS AN EVIL, DIRECTLY OPPOSES THE NEXT PRECEPT, "THOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY;" FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVE THIS DOCTRINE, IN ORDER THAT THEIR WIVES MAY NOT CONCEIVE, ARE LED TO COMMIT ADULTERY EVEN IN MARRIAGE. THEY TAKE WIVES, AS THE LAW DECLARES, FOR THE PROCREATION OF CHILDREN; BUT FROM THIS ERRONEOUS FEAR OF POLLUTING THE SUBSTANCE OF THE DEITY, THEIR INTERCOURSE WITH THEIR WIVES IS NOT OF A LAWFUL CHARACTER; AND THE PRODUCTION OF CHILDREN, WHICH IS THE PROPER END OF MARRIAGE, THEY SEEK TO AVOID. AS THE APOSTLE LONG AGO PREDICTED OF THEE, THOU DOST INDEED FORBID TO MARRY, FOR THOU SEEK TO DESTROY THE PURPOSE OF MARRIAGE. THY DOCTRINE TURNS MARRIAGE INTO AN ADULTEROUS CONNECTION, AND THE BED-CHAMBER INTO A BROTHEL. THIS FALSE DOCTRINE LEADS IN A SIMILAR WAY TO THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE COMMANDMENT, "THOU SHALL NOT KILL." FOR THOU DOST NOT GIVE BREAD TO THE HUNGRY, FROM FEAR OF IMPRISONING IN FLESH THE MEMBER OF THY GOD. FROM FEAR OF FAN-TIED MURDER, THOU DOST ACTUALLY COMMIT MURDER. FOR IF THOU, WAS TO MEET A BEGGAR STARVING FOR WANT OF FOOD, BY THE LAW OF GOD TO REFUSE HIM FOOD WOULD BE MURDER; WHILE TO GIVE FOOD WOULD BE MURDER BY THE LAW OF MANICHÆUS. NOT ONE COMMANDMENT IN THE DECALOGUE DOST THOU OBSERVE. IF THOU WERT TO ABSTAIN FROM THEFT, THOU WOULDST BE GUILTY OF ALLOWING BREAD OR FOOD, WHATEVER IT MIGHT BE, TO UNDERGO THE MISERY OF BEING DEVOURED BY A MAN OF NO MERIT, INSTEAD OF RUNNING OFF WITH IT TO THE LABORATORY OF THE STOMACH OF THINE ELECT; AND SO BY THEFT SAVING THY GOD FROM THE IMPRISONMENT WITH WHICH HE IS THREATENED, AND ALSO FROM THAT FROM WHICH HE ALREADY SUFFERS. THEN, IF THOU ART CAUGHT IN THE THEFT, WILT THOU NOT SWEAR BY THIS GOD THAT THOU ART NOT GUILTY? FOR WHAT WILL HE DO TO THEE WHEN THOU SAY TO HIM, I SWORE BY THEE FALSELY, BUT IT WAS FOR THY BENEFIT; A REGARD FOR THINE HONOR WOULD HAVE BEEN FATAL TO THEE? SO, THE PRECEPT, THOU SHALL NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, WILL BE BROKEN, NOT ONLY IN THY TESTIMONY, BUT IN THINE OATH, FOR THE SAKE OF THE LIBERATION OF THE MEMBERS OF THY GOD. THE COMMANDMENT, "THOU SHALL NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOR'S WIFE," IS THE ONLY ONE WHICH THY FALSE DOCTRINE DOES NOT OBLIGE THEE TO BREAK. BUT IF IT IS UNLAWFUL TO COVET OUR NEIGHBOR'S WIFE, WHAT MUST IT BE TO EXCITE COVETOUSNESS IN OTHERS? REMEMBER THY BEAUTIFUL GODS AND GODDESSES PRESENTING THEMSELVES WITH THE PURPOSE OF EXCITING DESIRE IN THE MALE AND FEMALE LEADERS OF DARKNESS, IN ORDER THAT THE GRATIFICATION OF THIS PASSION MIGHT, EFFECT THE LIBERATION OF THIS GOD, WHO IS IN CONFINEMENT EVERYWHERE, AND WHO REQUIRES THE ASSISTANCE OF SUCH SELF- DEGRADATION. THE LAST COMMANDMENT, "THOU SHALL NOT COVET THE POSSESSIONS OF THY NEIGHBOR," IT IS WHOLLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEE TO OBEY. DOES NOT THIS GOD OF THINE DELUDE THEE WITH THE PROMISE OF MAKING NEW WORLDS IN A REGION BELONGING TO ANOTHER, TO BE THE SCENE OF THINE IMAGINARY TRIUMPH AFTER THINE IMAGINARY CONQUEST? IN THE DESIRE FOR THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THESE WILD FANCIES, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME THOU BELIEVE THAT THIS LAND OF DARKNESS IS IN THE CLOSEST NEIGHBORHOOD WITH THINE OWN SUBSTANCE, THOU CERTAINLY COVET THE POSSESSIONS OF THY NEIGHBOR. WELL INDEED MAYEST THOU DISLIKE THE TABLES WHICH CONTAIN SUCH GOOD PRECEPTS IN OPPOSITION TO THY FALSE DOCTRINE. THE THREE RELATING TO THE LOVE OF GOD THOU DOST ENTIRELY SET ASIDE. THE SEVEN BY WHICH HUMAN SOCIETY IS PRESERVED THOU KEEP ONLY FROM A REGARD TO THE OPINION OF MEN, OR FROM FEAR OF HUMAN LAWS; OR GOOD CUSTOMS MAKE THEE AVERSE TO SOME CRIMES; OR THOU ART RESTRAINED BY THE NATURAL PRINCIPLE OF NOT DOING TO ANOTHER WHAT THOU WOULDST NOT HAVE DONE TO THYSELF. BUT WHETHER THOU DO WHAT THOU WOULDST NOT HAVE DONE TO THYSELF, OR REFRAIN FROM DOING WHAT THOU WOULDST NOT HAVE DONE TO THYSELF, THOU SEE THE OPPOSITION OF THE HERESY TO THE LAW, WHETHER THOU ACT ACCORDING TO IT OR NOT. 
8. THE TRUE BRIDE OF CHRIST, WHOM THOU HAST THE AUDACITY TO TAUNT WITH THE STONE TABLETS, KNOWS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE LETTER AND THE SPIRIT, OR IN OTHER WORDS, BETWEEN LAW AND GRACE; AND SERVING GOD NO LONGER IN THE OLDNESS OF THE LETTER, BUT IN NEWNESS OF SPIRIT, SHE IS NOT UNDER THE LAW, BUT UNDER GRACE. SHE IS NOT BLINDED BY A SPIRIT OF CONTROVERSY, BUT LEARNS MEEKLY FROM THE APOSTLE WHAT IS THIS LAW WHICH WE ARE NOT TO BE UNDER; FOR "IT WAS GIVEN, "HE SAYS, "ON ACCOUNT OF TRANSGRESSION, TILL THE SEED SHOULD COME TO WHOM THE PROMISE WAS MADE." (1) AND AGAIN: "IT ENTERED, THAT THE OFFENCE MIGHT ABOUND; BUT WHERE SIN ABOUNDED, GRACE HAS MUCH MORE ABOUNDED." (2) NOT THAT THE LAW IS SIN, THOUGH IT CANNOT GIVE LIFE WITHOUT GRACE, BUT RATHER INCREASES THE GUILT; FOR "WHERE THERE IS NO LAW, THERE IS NO TRANSGRESSION." (3) THE LETTER WITHOUT THE SPIRIT, THE LAW WITHOUT GRACE, CAN ONLY CONDEMN. SO, THE APOSTLE EXPLAINS HIS MEANING, IN CASE ANY SHOULD NOT UNDERSTAND: "WHAT SHALL WE SAY THEN? IS THE LAW SIN? GOD, FORBID. FOR I HAD NOT KNOWN SIN BUT BY THE LAW. FOR I HAD NOT KNOWN LUST UNLESS THE LAW HAD SAID, THOU SHALT NOT COVET. BUT SIN, TAKING OCCASION BY THE COMMAND-MERIT, DECEIVED ME, AND BY IT SLEW ME. THEREFORE, THE LAW IS HOLY, AND THE COMMANDMENT HOLY, AND JUST, AND GOOD. WAS THEN THAT WHICH IS GOOD MADE DEATH UNTO ME? GOD, FORBID. BUT SIN, THAT IT MIGHT APPEAR SIN, WROUGHT DEATH IN ME BY THAT WHICH IS GOOD." (4) SHE AT WHOM THOU SCOFF KNOWS WHAT THIS MEANS; FOR SHE ASKS EARNESTLY, AND SEEKS HUMBLY, AND KNOCKS MEEKLY. SHE SEES THAT NO FAULT IS FOUND WITH THE LAW, WHEN IT IS SAID, "THE LETTER KILLS, BUT THE SPIRIT GIVETH LIFE," ANY MORE THAN WITH KNOWLEDGE, WHEN IT IS SAID, "KNOWLEDGE PUFFS UP, BUT LOVE EDIFIES." (5) THE PASSAGE RUNS THUS: "WE KNOW THAT WE ALL HAVE KNOWLEDGE. KNOWLEDGE PUFFS UP, BUT LOVE EDIFIES." THE APOSTLE CERTAINLY HAD NO DESIRE TO BE PUFFED UP; BUT HE HAD KNOWLEDGE, BECAUSE KNOWLEDGE JOINED WITH LOVE NOT ONLY DOES NOT PUFF UP, BUT STRENGTHENS. SO, THE LETTER WHEN JOINED WITH THE SPIRIT, AND THE LAW WHEN JOINED WITH GRACE, IS NO LONGER THE LETTER AND THE LAW IN THE SAME SENSE AS WHEN BY ITSELF IT KILLS BY ABOUNDING SIN. IN THIS SENSE THE LAW IS EVEN CALLED THE STRENGTH OF SIN, BECAUSE ITS STRICT PROHIBITIONS INCREASE THE FATAL PLEASURE OF SIN. EVEN THUS, HOWEVER, THE LAW IS NOT EVIL; BUT "SIN. THAT IT MAY APPEAR SIN, WORKS DEATH BY THAT WHICH IS GOOD." SO, THINGS THAT ARE NOT EVIL MAY OFTEN BE HURTFUL TO CERTAIN PEOPLE. THE MANICHÆANS, WHEN THEY HAVE SORE EYES, WILL SHUT OUT THEIR GOD THE SUN. THE BRIDE OF CHRIST, THEN, IS DEAD TO THE LAW, THAT IS, TO SIN, WHICH ABOUNDS MORE FROM THE PROHIBITION OF THE LAW; FOR THE LAW APART FROM GRACE COMMANDS, BUT DOES NOT ENABLE. BEING DEAD TO THE LAW IN THIS SENSE, THAT SHE MAY BE MARRIED TO ANOTHER WHO ROSE FROM THE DEAD, SHE MAKES THIS DISTINCTION WITHOUT ANY REPROACH TO THE LAW, WHICH WOULD BE BLASPHEMY AGAINST ITS AUTHOR. THIS IS THY CRIME; FOR THOUGH THE APOSTLE TELLS THEE THAT THE LAW IS HOLY, AND THE COMMANDMENT HOLY, AND JUST, AND GOOD, THOU DOST NOT ACKNOWLEDGE IT AS THE PRODUCTION OF A GOOD BEING. ITS AUTHOR THOU MAKE TO BE ONE OF THE PRINCES OF DARKNESS. HERE THE TRUTH CONFRONTS THEE. THEY ARE THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE PAUL: "THE LAW IS HOLY, AND THE COMMANDMENT HOLY, AND JUST, AND GOOD." SUCH IS THE LAW GIVEN BY HIM WHO APPOINTED FOR A GREAT SYMBOLICAL USE THE TABLETS WHICH THOU FOOLISHLY DERIDE. THE SAME LAW WHICH WAS GIVEN BY MOSES BECOMES THROUGH JESUS CHRIST GRACE AND TRUTH; FOR THE SPIRIT IS JOINED TO THE LETTER, THAT THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW MIGHT BEGIN TO BE FULFILLED, WHICH WHEN UNFULFILLED ONLY ADDED THE GUILT OF TRANSGRESSION. THE LAW WHICH IS HOLY, AND JUST, AND GOOD, IS THE SAME LAW BY WHICH SIN WORKS DEATH, AND TO WHICH WE MUST DIE, THAT WE MAY BE MARRIED TO ANOTHER WHO ROSE FROM THE DEAD. HEAR WHAT THE APOSTLE ADDS: "BUT SIN, THAT IT MIGHT APPEAR SIN, WROUGHT DEATH IN ME BY THAT WHICH IS GOOD, THAT SIN BY THE COMMANDMENT MIGHT BECOME EXCEEDING SINFUL." DEAF AND BLIND, DOST THOU NOT NOW HEAR AND SEE? "SIN WROUGHT DEATH IN ME," HE SAYS, "BY THAT WHICH IS GOOD." THE LAW IS ALWAYS GOOD': WHETHER IT HURTS THOSE WHO ARE DESTITUTE OF GRACE, OR BENEFITS THOSE WHO ARE FILLED WITH GRACE, ITSELF IS ALWAYS GOOD; AS THE SUN IS ALWAYS GOOD, FOR EVERY CREATURE OF GOD IS GOOD, WHETHER IT HURTS WEAK EYES OR GLADDENS THE SIGHT OF THE HEALTHY. GRACE FITS THE MIND FOR KEEPING THE LAW, AS HEALTH FITS THE EYES FOR SEEING THE SUN. AND AS HEALTHY EYES DIE NOT TO THE PLEASURE OF SEEING THE SUN, BUT TO THAT PAINFUL EFFECT OF THE RAYS WHICH BEAT UPON THE EYE SO AS TO INCREASE THE DARKNESS; SO, THE MIND, HEALED BY THE LOVE OF THE SPIRIT, DIES NOT TO THE JUSTICE OF THE LAW, BUT TO THE GUILT AND TRANSGRESSION WHICH FOLLOWED ON THE LAW IN THE ABSENCE OF GRACE. SO, IT IS SAID "THE LAW IS GOOD, IF USED LAWFULLY;" AND IMMEDIATELY AFTER OF THE SAME LAW, "KNOWING THIS, THAT THE LAW IS NOT MADE FOR A RIGHTEOUS MAN." THE MAN WHO DELIGHTS IN RIGHTEOUSNESS ITSELF, DOES NOT REQUIRE THE RESTRAINT OF THE LETTER. 
9. THE [SEXLESS] BRIDE OF CHRIST REJOICES IN THE HOPE OF FULL SALVATION, AND DESIRES FOR THEE A HAPPY CONVERSION FROM FABLES TO TRUTH. SHE DESIRES THAT THE FEAR OF ADONEUS, AS IF HE WERE A STRANGE LOVER, MAY NOT PREVENT THY ESCAPE FROM THE SEDUCTIONS OF THE WILY SERPENT. ADONAI IS A HEBREW WORD, MEANING LORD, AS APPLIED ONLY TO GOD. IN THE SAME WAY THE GREEK WORD LATRIA MEANS SERVICE, IN THE SENSE OF THE SERVICE OF GOD; AND AMEN MEANS TRUE, IN A SPECIAL SACRED SENSE. THIS IS TO BE LEARNED ONLY FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES, OR FROM A TRANSLATION. THE CHURCH OF CHRIST UNDERSTANDS AND LOVES THESE NAMES. WITHOUT REGARDING THE EVILS OF THOSE WHO SCOFF BECAUSE THEY ARE IGNORANT. WHAT SHE DOES NOT YET UNDERSTAND, SHE BELIEVES MAY BE EXPLAINED, AS SIMILAR THINGS HAVE ALREADY BEEN EXPLAINED TO HER. IF SHE IS CHARGED WITH LOVING EMMANUEL, SHE LAUGHS AT THE IGNORANCE OF THE ACCUSER, AND HOLDS FAST BY THE TRUTH OF THIS NAME. IF SHE IS CHARGED WITH LOVING MESSIAH, SHE SCORNS HER POWERLESS ADVERSARY, AND CLINGS TO HER ANOINTED MASTER. HER PRAYER FOR THEE IS, THAT THOU ALSO MAYEST BE CURED OF THY ERRORS, AND BE BUILT UPON THE FOUNDATION OF THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS. THE MONSTROSITY WITH WHICH THOU IGNORANTLY CHARGE THE TRUE DOCTRINE, IS REALLY TO BE FOUND IN THE WORLD WHICH, ACCORDING TO THY FANCIFUL STORIES, IS MADE PARTLY OF THY GOD AND PARTLY OF THE WORLD OF DARKNESS. THIS WORLD, HALF SAVAGE AND HALF DIVINE, IS WORSE THAN MONSTROUS. THE VIEW OF SUCH FOLLIES SHOULD MAKE THEE HUMBLE AND PENITENT, AND SHOULD LEAD THEE TO SHUN THE SERPENT, WHO SEDUCES THEE INTO SUCH ERRORS. IF THOU DOST NOT BELIEVE WHAT MOSES SAYS OF THE GUILE OF THE SERPENT, THOU MAYEST BE WARNED BY PAUL, WHO, WHEN SPEAKING OF PRESENTING THE CHURCH AS A CHASTE VIRGIN TO CHRIST, SAYS, "I FEAR LEST, AS THE SERPENT BEGUILED EVE THROUGH HIS CRAFTINESS, YOUR MINDS ALSO SHOULD BE CORRUPTED FROM THE SIMPLICITY AND PURITY WHICH IS IN CHRIST." (1) IN SPITE OF THIS WARNING, THOU HAST BEEN SO MISLED, SO INFATUATED BY THE SERPENT'S FATAL ENCHANTMENTS, THAT WHILE HE HAS PERSUADED OTHER HERETICS TO BELIEVE VARIOUS FALSEHOODS. HE HAS PERSUADED THEE TO BELIEVE THAT HE IS CHRIST. OTHERS, THOUGH FALLEN INTO THE MAZE OF MANIFOLD ERROR, STILL ADMIT THE TRUTH OF THE APOSTLE'S WARNING. BUT THOU ART SO FAR GONE IN CORRUPTION, AND SO LOST TO SHAME, THAT THOU HOLD AS CHRIST THE VERY BEING BY WHOM THE APOSTLE DECLARES THAT EVE WAS BEGUILED, AND AGAINST WHOM HE THUS SEEKS TO PUT THE VIRGIN BRIDE OF CHRIST ON HER GUARD. THY HEART IS DARKENED BY THE DECEIVER, WHO INTOXICATES THEE WITH DREAMS OF GLITTERING GROVES. WHAT ARE THESE PROMISES BUT DREAMS? WHAT REASON IS THERE TO BELIEVE THEM TRUE? O DRUNKEN, BUT NOT WITH WINE! 
10. THOU HAST THE IMPIOUS AUDACITY TO ACCUSE THE GOD OF THE PROPHETS OF NOT FULFILLING HIS PROMISES EVEN TO HIS SERVANTS THE JEWS. THOU DOST NOT MENTION, HOWEVER, ANY PROMISE THAT IS UNFULFILLED; OTHERWISE IT MIGHT. BE SHOWN, EITHER THAT THE PROMISE HAS BEEN FULFILLED, AND SO THAT THOU DOST NOT UNDERSTAND IT, OR THAT IT IS YET TO BE FULFILLED, AND SO THAT THOU DOST NOT BELIEVE IT. WHAT PROMISE HAS BEEN FULFILLED TO THEE, TO MAKE IT PROBABLE THAT THOU WILT OBTAIN NEW WORLDS GAINED FROM THE REGION OF DARKNESS? IF THERE ARE PROPHETS WHO PREDICT THE MANICHÆANS WITH PRAISE, AND IF IT IS SAID THAT THE EXISTENCE OF THE SECT IS A FULFILLMENT OF THIS PREDICTION, IT MUST FIRST BE PROVED THAT THESE PREDICTIONS WERE NOT FORGED BY MANICHÆUS IN ORDER TO GAIN FOLLOWERS. HE DOES NOT CONSIDER FALSEHOOD SINFUL. IF HE DECLARES IN PRAISE OF CHRIST THAT HE SHOWED FALSE MARKS OF WOUNDS IN HIS BODY, HE CAN HAVE NO SCRUPLE ABOUT SHOWING FALSE PREDICTIONS IN HIS SHEEPSKIN VOLUMES. ASSUREDLY THERE ARE PREDICTIONS OF THE MANICHÆANS, LESS CLEAR IN THE PROPHETS, AND MOST EXPLICIT IN THE APOSTLE. FOR EXAMPLE: "THE SPIRIT," HE SAYS, "SPEAKS EXPRESSLY, THAT IN THE LAST TIMES SOME SHALL DEPART FROM THE FAITH, GIVING HEED TO SEDUCING SPIRITS, AND TO DOCTRINES OF DEVILS, SPEAKING LIES IN HYPOCRISY, HAVING THEIR CONSCIENCE SEARED, FORBIDDING TO MARRY, ABSTAINING FROM MEATS, WHICH GOD HAS CREATED TO BE RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING BY BELIEVERS, AND THOSE WHO KNOW THE TRUTH. FOR EVERY CREATURE OF GOD IS GOOD, AND NOTHING TO BE REFUSED, IF IT BE RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING." (1) THE FULFILLMENT OF THIS IN THE MANICHÆANS IS AS CLEAR AS DAY TO ALL THAT KNOW THEM, AND HAS ALREADY BEEN PROVED AS FULLY AS TIME PERMITS. 
11. SHE WHOM THE APOSTLE WARNS AGAINST THE GUILE OF THE SERPENT BY WHICH THOU HAST BEEN CORRUPTED, THAT HE MAY PRESENT HER AS A CHASTE VIRGIN TO CHRIST, HER ONLY HUSBAND, ACKNOWLEDGES THE GOD OF THE PROPHETS AS THE TRUE GOD, AND HER OWN GOD, SO, MANY OF HIS PROMISES HAVE ALREADY BEEN FULFILLED TO HER, THAT SHE LOOKS CONFIDENTLY FOR THE FULFILLMENT OF THE REST. NOR CAN ANY ONE, SAY THAT THESE PROPHECIES HAVE BEEN FORGED TO SUIT THE PRESENT TIME, FOR THEY ARE FOUND IN THE BOOKS OF THE JEWS. WHAT COULD BE MORE UNLIKELY THAN THAT ALL NATIONS SHOULD BE BLESSED IN ABRAHAM'S SEED, AS IT WAS PROMISED? AND YET HOW PLAINLY IS THIS PROMISE NOW FULFILLED! THE LAST PROMISE IS MADE IN THE FOLLOWING SHORT PROPHECY: "BLESSED ARE THEY THAT DWELL IN THY HOUSE: THEY SHALL EVER PRAISE THEE." (2) WHEN TRIAL IS PAST, AND DEATH, THE LAST ENEMY, IS DESTROYED, THERE WILL BE REST IN THE CONSTANT OCCUPATION OF PRAISING GOD, WHERE THERE SHALL BE NO ARRIVALS AND NO DEPARTURES. SO, THE PROPHET SAYS ELSEWHERE: "PRAISE THE LORD, O JERUSALEM; CELEBRATE THY GOD, O ZION: FOR HE HATH STRENGTHENED THE BARS OF THY GATES; HE HATH BLESSED THY CHILDREN WITHIN THEE." (3) THE GATES ARE SHUT, SO THAT NONE CAN GO IN OR OUT. THE BRIDEGROOM HIMSELF SAYS IN THE GOSPEL, THAT HE WILL NOT OPEN TO THE FOOLISH VIRGINS THOUGH THEY KNOCK. THIS JERUSALEM, THE HOLY CHURCH, THE BRIDE OF CHRIST, IS DESCRIBED FULLY IN THE REVELATION OF JOHN. AND THAT WHICH COMMENDS THE PROMISES OF FUTURE BLISS TO THE BELIEF OF THIS CHASTE VIRGIN IS, THAT NOW SHE IS IN POSSESSION OF WHAT WAS FORETOLD OF HER BY THE SAME PROPHETS. FOR SHE IS THUS DESCRIBED: "HEARKEN, O DAUGHTER, AND REGARD, AND INCLINE THINE EAR; FORGET ALSO THINE OWN PEOPLE, AND THY FATHER'S HOUSE. FOR THE KING HATH GREATLY DESIRED THY BEAUTY; AND HE IS THY GOD. THE DAUGHTERS OF TYRE SHALL WORSHIP HIM WITH GIFTS; THE RICH AMONG THE PEOPLE SHALL ENTREAT THY FAVOR. THE DAUGHTER OF THE KING IS ALL GLORIOUS WITHIN; HER CLOTHING IS OF WROUGHT GOLD. THE VIRGINS FOLLOWING HER SHALL BE BROUGHT UNTO THE KING: HER COMPANIONS SHALL BE BROUGHT UNTO THEE; WITH GLADNESS AND REJOICING SHALL THEY BE BROUGHT INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE KING. INSTEAD OF THY FATHERS, CHILDREN SHALL BE BORN TO THEE, WHOM THOU SHALL MAKE PRINCES OVER ALL THE EARTH. THY NAME SHALL BE REMEMBERED TO ALL GENERATIONS: THEREFORE, SHALL THE PEOPLE PRAISE THEE FOR EVER AND EVER." (4) UNHAPPY VICTIM OF THE SERPENT'S GUILE, THE INWARD BEAUTY OF THE DAUGHTER OF THE KING IS NOT FOR THEE EVEN TO THINK OF. FOR THIS PURITY OF MIND IS THAT WHICH THOU HAST LOST IN OPENING THINE EYES TO LOVE AND WORSHIP THE SUN AND MOON. AND SO, BY THE JUST JUDGMENT OF GOD THOU ART ESTRANGED FROM THE TREE OF LIFE, WHICH IS ETERNAL AND INTERNAL WISDOM; AND WITH THEE NOTHING IS CALLED OR ACCOUNTED TRUTH OR WISDOM BUT THAT LIGHT WHICH ENTERS THE EYES OPENED TO EVIL, AND WHICH IN THY IMPURE MIND EXPANDS AND SHAPES ITSELF INTO FANCIFUL IMAGES. THESE ARE THY ABOMINABLE WHOREDOMS. STILL THE TRUTH CALLS ON THEE TO REFLECT AND RETURN. RETURN TO ME, AND THOU SHALL BE CLEANSED AND RESTORED, IF THY SHAME LEADS THEE TO REPENTANCE. HEAR THESE WORDS OF THE TRUE TRUTH, WHO NEITHER WITH FEIGNED SHAPES FOUGHT AGAINST THE RACE OF DARKNESS, NOR WITH FEIGNED BLOOD REDEEMED THEE. 
AUGUSTIN: REPLY TO FAUSTUS THE MANICHAEAN [BOOK 16–22]
REPLY TO FAUSTUS THE MANICHAEAN
BOOK XVI.
FAUSTUS WILLING TO BELIEVE NOT ONLY THAT THE JEWISH BUT THAT ALL GENTILE PROPHETS WROTE OF CHRIST, IF IT SHOULD BE PROVED; BUT HE WOULD NONE THE LESS INSIST UPON REJECTING THEIR SUPERSTITIONS. AUGUSTIN MAINTAINS THAT ALL MOSES WROTE IS OF CHRIST, AND THAT HIS WRITINGS MUST BE-EITHER ACCEPTED OR REJECTED AS A WHOLE 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: YOU ASK WHY WE DO NOT BELIEVE MOSES, WHEN CHRIST SAYS, "MOSES WROTE OF ME; AND IF YE BELIEVED MOSES, YE WOULD ALSO BELIEVE ME." I SHOULD BE GLAD IF NOT ONLY MOSES, BUT ALL PROPHETS, JEW AND GENTILE, HAD WRITTEN OF CHRIST. IT WOULD BE NO HINDRANCE, BUT A HELP TO OUR FAITH, IF WE COULD CULL TESTIMONIES FROM ALL HANDS AGREEING IN FAVOR OF OUR GOD. YOU COULD EXTRACT THE PROPHECIES OF CHRIST OUT OF THE SUPERSTITION WHICH WE SHOULD HATE AS MUCH AS EVER. I AM QUITE WILLING TO BELIEVE THAT MOSES, THOUGH SO MUCH THE OPPOSITE OF CHRIST, MAY SEEM TO HAVE WRITTEN OF HIM. NO ONE BUT WOULD GLADLY FIND A FLOWER IN EVERY THORN, AND FOOD IN EVERY PLANT, AND HONEY IN EVERY INSECT, ALTHOUGH WE WOULD NOT FEED ON INSECTS OR ON GRASS, NOR WEAR THORNS AS A CROWN. NO ONE BUT WOULD WISH PEARLS TO BE FOUND IN EVERY DEEP, AND GEMS IN EVERY LAND, AND FRUIT ON EVERY TREE. WE MAY EAT FISH FROM THE SEA WITHOUT DRINKING THE WATER. WE MAY TAKE THE USEFUL, AND REJECT WHAT IS HURTFUL. AND WHY MAY WE NOT TAKE THE PROPHECIES OF CHRIST FROM A RELIGION THE RITES OF WHICH WE CONDEMN AS USELESS? THIS NEED NOT MAKE US LIABLE TO BE LED INTO THE BONDAGE OF THE ERRORS; FOR WE DO NOT HATE THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS LESS BECAUSE THEY CONFESSED PLAINLY AND OPENLY THAT JESUS WAS THE SON OF GOD. IF ANY SIMILAR TESTIMONY IS FOUND IN MOSES, I WILL ACCEPT IT. BUT I WILL NOT ON THIS ACCOUNT BE BROUGHT INTO SUBJECTION TO HIS LAW, WHICH TO MY MIND IS PURE PAGANISM. THERE IS NO REASON WHATEVER FOR THINKING THAT I CAN HAVE ANY OBJECTIONS TO RECEIVING PROPHECIES OF CHRIST FROM EVERY SPIRIT. 
2. SINCE YOU HAVE PROVED THAT CHRIST DECLARED THAT MOSES WROTE OF HIM, I SHOULD BE VERY GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD SHOW ME WHAT HE HAS WRITTEN. I HAVE SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES, AS WE ARE TOLD TO DO, AND HAVE FOUND NO PROPHECIES OF CHRIST, EITHER BECAUSE THERE ARE NONE, OR BECAUSE I COULD NOT UNDERSTAND THEM. THE ONLY ESCAPE FROM THIS PERPLEXITY WAS IN ONE OR OTHER OF TWO CONCLUSIONS. EITHER THIS VERSE MUST BE SPURIOUS, OR JESUS A LIAR. AS IT IS NOT CONSISTENT WITH PIETY TO SUPPOSE GOD A LIAR, I PREFERRED TO ATTRIBUTE FALSEHOOD TO THE WRITERS, RATHER THAN TO THE AUTHOR, OF TRUTH. MOREOVER, HE HIMSELF TELLS THAT THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE HIM WERE THIEVES AND ROBBERS, WHICH APPLIES FIRST OF ALL TO MOSES. AND WHEN, ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SPEAKING OF HIS OWN MAJESTY, AND CALLING HIMSELF THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, THE JEWS ANGRILY REJOINED, "THOU BEAR WITNESS OF THYSELF, THY WITNESS IS NOT TRUE," I DO NOT FIND THAT HE APPEALED TO THE PROPHECIES OF MOSES, AS MIGHT HAVE BEEN EXPECTED. INSTEAD OF THIS, AS HAVING NO CONNECTION WITH THE JEWS, AND RECEIVING NO TESTIMONY FROM THEIR FATHERS, HE REPLIED: "IT IS WRITTEN IN YOUR LAW, THAT THE TESTIMONY OF TWO MEN IS TRUE. I AM ONE WHO BEAR WITNESS OF MYSELF, AND THE FATHER WHO SENT ME BEAR WITNESS OF ME." (1) HE REFERRED TO THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN WHICH ALL HAD HEARD: "THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, BELIEVE HIM." I THINK IT LIKELY THAT IF CHRIST HAD SAID THAT MOSES WROTE OF HIM, THE INGENIOUS HOSTILITY OF THE JEWS WOULD HAVE LED THEM AT ONCE TO ASK WHAT HE SUPPOSED MOSES TO HAVE WRITTEN. THE SILENCE OF THE JEWS IS A PROOF THAT JESUS NEVER MADE SUCH A STATEMENT. 
3. MY CHIEF REASON, HOWEVER, FOR SUSPECTING THE GENUINENESS OF THIS VERSE IS WHAT I SAID BEFORE, THAT IN ALL MY SEARCH OF THE WRITINGS OF MOSES I HAVE FOUND NO PROPHECY OF CHRIST. BUT NOW THAT I HAVE FOUND IN YOU A READER OF SUPERIOR INTELLIGENCE, I HOPE TO LEARN SOMETHING; AND I PROMISE TO BE GRATEFUL IF NO FEELING OF ILL-WILL PREVENTS YOU FROM GIVING ME THE BENEFIT OF YOUR HIGHER ATTAINMENTS, AS YOUR LOFTY STYLE OF REPROOF ENTITLES ME TO EXPECT FROM YOU, I ASK FOR INSTRUCTION IN WHATEVER THE WRITINGS OF MOSES CONTAIN ABOUT OUR GOD AND LORD WHICH HAS ESCAPED ME IN READING. I BESEECH YOU NOT TO USE THE IGNORANT ARGUMENT THAT CHRIST AFFIRMS MOSES TO HAVE WRITTEN OF HIM. FOR SUPPOSE YOU HAD NOT TO DEAL WITH ME, AS IN MY CASE THERE IS AN OBLIGATION TO BELIEVE HIM WHOM I PROFESS TO FOLLOW, BUT WITH A JEW OR A GENTILE, IN REPLY TO THE STATEMENT THAT MOSES WROTE OF CHRIST, THEY WILL ASK FOR PROOFS. WHAT SHALL WE SAY TO THEM? WE CANNOT QUOTE CHRIST'S AUTHORITY, FOR THEY DO NOT BELIEVE IN HIM. WE MUST POINT OUT WHAT MOSES WROTE. 
4. WHAT, THEN, SHALL WE POINT TO? SHALL IT BE THAT PASSAGE WHICH YOU OFTEN QUOTE WHERE THE GOD OF MOSES SAYS TO HIM: "I WILL RAISE UP UNTO THEM FROM AMONG THEIR BRETHREN A PROPHET LIKE UNTO THEE?" (2) BUT THE JEW CAN SEE THAT THIS DOES NOT REFER TO CHRIST, AND THERE IS EVERY REASON AGAINST OUR THINKING THAT IT DOES. CHRIST WAS NOT A PROPHET, NOR WAS HE LIKE MOSES: FOR MOSES WAS A MAN, AND CHRIST WAS GOD; MOSES WAS A SINNER, AND CHRIST SINLESS; MOSES WAS BORN BY ORDINARY GENERATION, AND CHRIST OF A VIRGIN ACCORDING TO YOU, OR, AS I HOLD, NOT BORN AT ALL: MOSES, FOR OFFENDING HIS GOD, WAS PUT TO DEATH ON THE MOUNTAIN; AND CHRIST SUFFERED VOLUNTARILY, AND THE FATHER WAS WELL PLEASED IN HIM. IF WE WERE TO ASSERT THAT CHRIST WAS A PROPHET LIKE MOSES, THE JEW WOULD EITHER DERIDE US AS IGNORANT OR PRONOUNCE US UNTRUTHFUL. 
5. OR SHALL WE TAKE ANOTHER FAVORITE PASSAGE OF YOURS:" THEY SHALL SEE THEIR LIFE HANGING, AND SHALL NOT BELIEVE THEIR LIFE?" (3) YOU INSERT THE WORDS "ON A TREE," WHICH ARE NOT IN THE ORIGINAL. NOTHING CAN BE EASIER THAN TO SHOW THAT THIS HAS NO REFERENCE TO CHRIST. MOSES IS UTTERING DIRE THREATENING’S IN CASE THE PEOPLE SHOULD DEPART FROM HIS LAW, AND SAYS AMONG OTHER THINGS THAT THEY WOULD BE TAKEN CAPTIVE BY THEIR ENEMIES, AND WOULD BE EXPECTING DEATH DAY AND NIGHT, HAVING NO CONFIDENCE IN THE LIFE ALLOWED THEM BY THEIR CONQUERORS, SO THAT THEIR LIFE WOULD HANG IN UNCERTAINTY FROM FEAR OF IMPENDING DANGER. THIS PASSAGE WILL NOT DO, WE MUST TRY OTHERS. I CANNOT ADMIT THAT THE WORDS, "CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGS ON A TREE," REFER TO CHRIST, OR WHEN IT IS SAID THAT THE PRINCE OR PROPHET MUST BE KILLED WHO SHOULD TRY TO TURN AWAY THE PEOPLE FROM THEIR GOD, OR SHOULD BREAK ANY OF THE COMMANDMENTS. (1) THAT CHRIST DID THIS I AM OBLIGED TO GRANT. BUT IF YOU ASSERT THAT THESE THINGS WERE WRITTEN OF CHRIST, IT MAY BE ASKED IN REPLY, WHAT SPIRIT DICTATED THESE PROPHECIES IN WHICH MOSES CURSES CHRIST AND ORDERS HIM TO BE KILLED? IF HE HAD THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THESE THINGS ARE NOT WRITTEN OF CHRIST; IF THEY ARE WRITTEN OF CHRIST, HE HAD NOT THE SPIRIT OF GOD. THE SPIRIT OF GOD WOULD NOT CURSE CHRIST, OR ORDER HIM TO BE KILLED. TO VINDICATE MOSES, YOU MUST CONFESS THAT THESE PASSAGES TOO HAVE NO REFERENCE TO CHRIST. SO, IF YOU HAVE NO OTHERS TO SHOW, THERE ARE NONE. IF THERE ARE NONE, CHRIST COULD NOT HAVE SAID THAT THERE WERE; AND IF CHRIST DID NOT SAY SO, THAT VERSE IS SPURIOUS. 
6. THE NEXT VERSE TOO IS SUSPICIOUS, "IF YE BELIEVED MOSES, YE WOULD ALSO BELIEVE ME;" FOR THE RELIGION OF MOSES IS SO ENTIRELY DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF CHRIST, THAT IF THE JEWS BELIEVED ONE, THEY COULD NOT BELIEVE THE OTHER. MOSES STRICTLY FORBIDS ANY WORK TO BE DONE ON SABBATH, AND GIVES AS A REASON FOR THIS PROHIBITION THAT GOD MADE THE WORLD AND ALL THAT IS THEREIN IN SIX DAYS, AND RESTED ON THE SEVENTH DAY, WHICH IS SABBATH; AND THEREFORE, BLESSED OR SANCTIFIED IT AS HIS HAVEN OF REPOSE AFTER TOIL, AND COMMANDED THAT BREAKING THE SABBATH SHOULD BE PUNISHED WITH DEATH. THE JEWS, IN OBEDIENCE TO MOSES, INSISTED STRONGLY ON THIS, AND SO WOULD NOT EVEN LISTEN TO CHRIST WHEN HE TOLD THEM THAT GOD ALWAYS WORKS, AND THAT NO DAY IS APPOINTED FOR THE INTERMISSION OF HIS PURE AND UNWEARIED ENERGY, AND THAT ACCORDINGLY HE HIMSELF HAD TO WORK INCESSANTLY EVEN ON SABBATH. "MY FATHER," HE SAYS, "WORKETH ALWAYS, AND I TOO MUST WORK.'' (2) AGAIN, MOSES PLACES CIRCUMCISION AMONG THE RITES PLEASING TO GOD, AND COMMANDS EVERY MALE TO BE CIRCUMCISED IN THE FORESKIN OF HIS FLESH, AND DECLARES THAT THIS IS A NECESSARY SIGN OF THE COVENANT WHICH GOD MADE WITH ABRAHAM, AND THAT EVERY MALE NOT CIRCUMCISED WOULD BE CUT OFF FROM HIS TRIBE, AND FROM HIS PART IN THE INHERITANCE PROMISED TO ABRAHAM AND TO HIS SEED. (3) IN THIS OBSERVANCE, TOO, THE JEWS WERE VERY ZEALOUS, AND CONSEQUENTLY COULD NOT BELIEVE IN CHRIST, WHO MADE LIGHT OF THESE THINGS, AND DECLARED THAT A MAN WHEN CIRCUMCISED BECAME TWOFOLD A CHILD OF HELL. (4) AGAIN, MOSES IS VERY PARTICULAR ABOUT THE DISTINCTION IN ANIMAL FOODS, AND DISCOURSES LIKE AN EPICURE ON THE MERITS OF FISH, AND BIRDS, AND QUADRUPEDS, AND ORDERS SOME TO BE EATEN AS CLEAN, AND OTHERS WHICH ARE UNCLEAN NOT TO BE TOUCHED. AMONG THE UNCLEAN HE RECKONS THE SWINE AND THE HARE, AND FISH WITHOUT SCALES, AND QUADRUPEDS THAT NEITHER DIVIDE THE HOOF NOR CHEW THE CUD. IN THIS ALSO THE JEWS CAREFULLY OBEYED MOSES, AND SO COULD NOT BELIEVE IN CHRIST, WHO TAUGHT THAT ALL FOOD IS ALIKE, AND THOUGH HE ALLOWED NO ANIMAL FOOD TO HIS OWN DISCIPLES, GAVE FULL LIBERTY TO THE LAITY TO EAT WHATEVER THEY PLEASED, AND TAUGHT THAT MEN ARE POLLUTED NOT BY WHAT GOES INTO THE MOUTH, BUT BY THE EVIL THINGS WHICH COME OUT OF IT. IN THESE AND MANY OTHER THINGS THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS, AS EVERYBODY KNOWS, CONTRADICTS THAT OF MOSES. 
7. NOT TO ENUMERATE ALL THE POINTS OF DIFFERENCE, IT IS ENOUGH TO MENTION THIS ONE FACT, THAT MOST CHRISTIAN SECTS, AND, AS IS WELL KNOWN, THE CATHOLICS, PAY NO REGARD TO WHAT IS PRESCRIBED IN THE WRITINGS OF MOSES. IF THIS DOES NOT ORIGINATE IN SOME ERROR, BUT IN THE DOCTRINE CORRECTLY TRANSMITTED FROM CHRIST AND HIS DISCIPLES, YOU SURELY MUST ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE TEACHING OF JESUS IS OPPOSED TO THAT OF MOSES, AND THAT THE JEWS DID NOT BELIEVE IN CHRIST ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR ATTACHMENT TO MOSES. HOW CAN IT BE OTHERWISE THAN FALSE THAT JESUS SAID TO THE JEWS, "IF YE BELIEVED MOSES, YE WOULD BELIEVE ME ALSO," WHEN IT IS PERFECTLY CLEAR THAT THEIR BELIEF IN MOSES PREVENTED THEM FROM BELIEVING IN JESUS, WHICH THEY MIGHT HAVE DONE IF THEY HAD LEFT OFF BELIEVING IN MOSES? AGAIN, I ASK YOU TO SHOW ME ANYTHING THAT MOSES WROTE OF CHRIST. 
8. ELSEWHERE FAUSTUS SAYS: WHEN YOU FIND NO PASSAGE TO POINT TO, YOU USE THIS WEAK AND INAPPROPRIATE ARGUMENT, THAT A CHRISTIAN IS BOUND TO BELIEVE CHRIST WHEN HE SAYS THAT MOSES WROTE OF HIM, AND THAT WHOEVER DOES NOT BELIEVE THIS IS NOT A CHRISTIAN. IT WOULD BE FAR BETTER TO CONFESS AT ONCE THAT YOU CANNOT FIND ANY PASSAGE. THIS ARGUMENT MIGHT BE USED WITH ME, BECAUSE MY REVERENCE FOR CHRIST COMPELS ME TO BELIEVE WHAT HE SAYS. STILL IT MAY BE A QUESTION WHETHER THIS IS CHRIST'S OWN DECLARATION, REQUIRING ABSOLUTE BELIEF, OR ONLY THE WRITER'S, TO BE CAREFULLY EXAMINED. AND DISBELIEF IN FALSEHOOD IS NO OFFENCE TO CHRIST, BUT TO IMPOSTORS. BUT OF WHATEVER USE THIS ARGUMENT MAY BE WITH CHRISTIANS, IT IS WHOLLY INAPPLICABLE IN THE CASE OF THE JEW OR GENTILE, WITH WHOM WE ARE SUPPOSED TO BE DISCUSSING. AND EVEN WITH CHRISTIANS THE ARGUMENT IS OBJECTIONABLE. WHEN THE APOSTLE THOMAS WAS IN DOUBT, CHRIST DID NOT SPURN HIM FROM HIM. INSTEAD OF SAYING, "BELIEVE, IF THOU ART A DISCIPLE; WHOEVER DOES NOT BELIEVE IS NOT A DISCIPLE," CHRIST SOUGHT TO HEAL THE WOUNDS OF HIS MIND BY SHOWING HIM THE MARKS OF THE WOUNDS IN HIS OWN BODY. DOES IT BECOME YOU THEN TO TELL ME THAT I AM NOT A CHRISTIAN BECAUSE I AM IN DOUBT, NOT ABOUT CHRIST, BUT ABOUT THE GENUINENESS OF A REMARK ATTRIBUTED TO CHRIST? BUT, YOU SAY, HE CALLS THOSE ESPECIALLY BLESSED, WHO HAVE NOT SEEN, AND YET HAVE BELIEVED. IF YOU THINK THAT THIS REFERS TO BELIEVING WITHOUT THE USE OF JUDGMENT AND REASON, YOU ARE WELCOME TO THIS BLIND BLESSEDNESS. I SHALL BE CONTENT WITH RATIONAL BLESSEDNESS. 
9. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: YOUR IDEA OF TAKING ANY PROPHECIES OF CHRIST TO BE FOUND IN MOSES, AS A FISH OUT OF THE SEA, WHILE YOU THROW AWAY THE WATER FROM WHICH THE FISH IS TAKEN, IS A CLEVER ONE. BUT SINCE ALL THAT MOSES WROTE IS OF CHRIST, OR RELATES TO CHRIST, EITHER AS PREDICTING HIM BY WORDS AND ACTIONS, OR AS ILLUSTRATING HIS GRACE AND GLORY, YOU, WITH YOUR FAITH IN THE UNTRUE AND UNTRUTHFUL CHRIST FROM THE WRITINGS OF MANICHÆUS, AND YOUR UNBELIEF IN MOSES, WILL NOT EVEN EAT THE FISH. MOREOVER, THOUGH YOU ARE SINCERE IN YOUR HOSTILITY TO MOSES, YOU ARE HYPOCRITICAL IN YOUR PRAISE OF FISH. FOR HOW CAN YON SAY THAT THERE IS NO HARM IN EATING A FISH TAKEN OUT OF THE SEA, WHEN YOUR DOCTRINE IS THAT SUCH FOOD IS SO HURTFUL, THAT YOU WOULD RATHER STARVE THAN MAKE USE OF IT? IF ALL FLESH IS UNCLEAN, AS YOU SAY IT IS, AND IF THE WRETCHED LIFE OF ),OUR GOD IS CONFINED IN ALL WATER OR PLANTS, FROM WHICH IT IS LIBERATED BY YOUR USING THEM FOR FOOD, ACCORDING TO YOUR OWN VILE SUPERSTITION, YOU MUST THROW AWAY THE FISH YOU HAVE PRAISED, AND DRINK THE WATER AND EAT THE THISTLES YOU SPEAK OF AS USELESS. AS FOR YOUR COMPARISON OF THE SERVANT OF GOD TO DEVILS, AS IF HIS PROPHECIES OF CHRIST RESEMBLED THEIR CONFESSION, THE SERVANT DOES NOT REFUSE TO BEAR THE REPROACH OF HIS MASTER. IF THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE WAS CALLED BEELZEBUB, HOW MUCH MORE THEY OF HIS HOUSEHOLD! (1) YOU HAVE LEARNED THIS REPROACH FROM CHRIST'S ENEMIES; AND YOU ARE WORSE THAN THEY WERE. THEY DID NOT BELIEVE THAT JESUS WAS CHRIST, AND THEREFORE THOUGHT HIM AN IMPOSTOR. BUT THE ONLY DOCTRINE YOU BELIEVE IN IS THAT WHICH DARES TO MAKE CHRIST A LIAR [1ST JOHN 1:8, 10]. 
10. WHAT REASON HAVE YOU FOR SAYING THAT THE LAW OF MOSES IS PURE PAGANISM? IS IT BECAUSE IT SPEAKS OF A TEMPLE, AND AN ALTAR OF SACRIFICES, AND PRIESTS? BUT ALL THESE NAMES ARE FOUND ALSO IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. DESTROY," CHRIST SAYS, "THIS TEMPLE, AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE IT UP;"' AND AGAIN, "WHEN THOU OFFER THY GIFT AT THE ALTAR;" (3) AND AGAIN, "GO, SHOW THYSELF TO THE PRIEST, AND OFFER FOR THYSELF A SACRIFICE AS MOSES COMMANDED, FOR A TESTIMONY UNTO THEM." (4) WHAT THESE THINGS PREFIGURED THE LORD HIMSELF PARTLY TELLS US, WHEN HE CALLS HIS OWN BODY THE TEMPLE; AND WE LEARN ALSO FROM THE APOSTLE, WHO SAYS, "THE TEMPLE OF GOD IS HOLY, WHICH TEMPLE YE ARE;" (5) AND AGAIN, "I BESEECH YOU THEREFORE BY THE MERCIES OF GOD, THAT YE PRESENT YOUR BODIES A LIVING SACRIFICE, HOLY, ACCEPTABLE TO GOD ;" 6 AND IN SIMILAR PASSAGES. AS THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS, IN WORDS WHICH CANNOT BE TOO OFTEN QUOTED, THESE THINGS WERE OUR EXAMPLES, FOR THEY WERE NOT THE WORK OF DEVILS, BUT OF THE ONE TRUE GOD WHO MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND WHO, THOUGH NOT NEEDING SUCH THINGS, YET, SUITING HIS REQUIREMENTS TO THE TIME, MADE ANCIENT OBSERVANCES SIGNIFICANT OF FUTURE REALITIES. SINCE YOU PRETEND TO ABHOR PAGANISM, THOUGH IT IS ONLY THAT YOU MAY LEAD ASTRAY BY YOUR DECEPTION UNLEARNED CHRISTIANS OR THOSE NOT ESTABLISHED IN THE FAITH, SHOW US ANY AUTHORITY IN CHRISTIAN BOOKS FOR YOUR WORSHIP AND SERVICE OF THE SUN AND MOON. YOUR HERESY IS LIKER PAGANISM THAN THE LAW OF MOSES IS. FOR YOU DO NOT WORSHIP CHRIST, BUT ONLY SOMETHING THAT YOU CALL CHRIST, A FICTION OF YOUR OWN FANCY; AND THE GODS YOU SERVE ARE EITHER THE BODIES VISIBLE IN THE HEAVENS, OR HOSTS OF YOUR OWN CONTRIVANCE. IF YOU DO NOT BUILD SHRINES FOR THESE WORTHLESS IDOLS, THE CREATURES OF THE IMAGINATION, YON MAKE YOUR HEARTS THEIR TEMPLE. 
11. YOU ASK ME TO SHOW WHAT MOSES WROTE OF CHRIST. MANY PASSAGES HAVE ALREADY BEEN POINTED OUT. BUT WHO COULD POINT OUT ALL? BESIDES, WHEN ANY QUOTATION IS MADE, YOU ARE READY PERVERSELY TO TRY TO GIVE THE WORDS ANOTHER MEANING; OR IF THE EVIDENCE IS TOO STRONG TO BE RESISTED, YOU WILL SAY THAT YOU TAKE THE PASSAGE AS A SWEET FISH OUT OF THE SALT WATER, AND THAT YOU WILL NOT THEREFORE CONSENT TO DRINK ALL THE BRINE OF THE BOOKS OF MOSES. IT WILL BE ENOUGH, THEN, TO TAKE THOSE PASSAGES IN THE HEBREW LAW WHICH FAUSTUS HAS CHOSEN FOR CRITICISM, AND TO SHOW THAT, WHEN RIGHTLY UNDERSTOOD, THEY APPLY TO CHRIST. FOR IF THE THINGS WHICH OUR ADVERSARY RIDICULES AND CONDEMNS ARE MADE TO PROVE THAT HE HIMSELF IS CONDEMNED BY CHRISTIAN TRUTH, IT WILL BE EVIDENT THAT EITHER THE MERE QUOTATION OR THE CAREFUL EXAMINATION OF THE OTHER PASSAGES WILL BE ENOUGH TO SHOW THEIR AGREEMENT WITH CHRISTIAN FAITH. WELL, THEN, O THOU FULL OF ALL SUBTILTY, WHEN THE LORD IN THE GOSPEL SAYS, "IF YE BELIEVED MOSES, YE WOULD BELIEVE ME ALSO, FOR HE WROTE OF ME," (1) THERE IS NO OCCASION FOR THE GREAT PERPLEXITY YOU PRETEND TO BE IN, OR FOR THE ALTERNATIVE OF EITHER PRONOUNCING THIS VERSE SPURIOUS OR CALLING JESUS A LIAR. THE VERSE IS AS GENUINE AS ITS WORDS ARE TRUE. I PREFERRED, SAYS FAUSTUS, TO ATTRIBUTE FALSEHOOD TO THE WRITERS, RATHER THAN TO THE AUTHOR OF TRUTH. WHAT SORT OF FAITH CAN YOU HAVE IN CHRIST AS THE AUTHOR OF TRUTH, WHEN YOUR DOCTRINE IS THAT HIS FLESH AND HIS; DEATH, HIS WOUNDS AND THEIR MARKS, WERE REIGNED? AND WHERE IS YOUR AUTHORITY FOR SAYING THAT CHRIST IS THE AUTHOR OF TRUTH, IF YOU DARE TO ATTRIBUTE FALSEHOOD TO THOSE WHO WROTE OF HIM, WHOSE TESTIMONY HAS COME DOWN TO US WITH THE CONFIRMATION OF THOSE IMMEDIATELY SUCCEEDING THEM? YOU HAVE NOT SEEN CHRIST, NOR HAS HE CONVERSED WITH YOU AS WITH THE APOSTLES, NOR CALLED YOU FROM HEAVEN AS HE DID SAUL. WHAT KNOWLEDGE OR BELIEF CAN WE HAVE OF CHRIST, BUT ON THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE? OR IF THERE IS FALSEHOOD IN THE GOSPEL WHICH HAS BEEN WIDELY PUBLISHED AMONG ALL NATIONS, AND HAS BEEN HELD IN SUCH HIGH SACREDNESS IN ALL CHURCHES SINCE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST WAS FIRST PREACHED, WHERE SHALL WE FIND A TRUSTWORTHY RECORD OF CHRIST? IF THE GOSPEL IS CALLED IN QUESTION IN SPITE OF THE GENERAL CONSENT REGARDING IT, THERE CAN BE NO WRITING WHICH A MAN MAY NOT CALL SPURIOUS IF HE DOES NOT WISH TO BELIEVE IT. 
12. YOU GO ON TO QUOTE CHRIST'S WORDS, THAT ALL WHO CAME BEFORE HIM WERE THIEVES AND ROBBERS. HOW DO YOU KNOW THAT THESE WERE CHRIST'S WORDS, BUT FROM THE GOSPEL? YOU PROFESS FAITH IN THESE WORDS, AS IF YOU HAD HEARD THEM FROM THE MOUTH OF THE LORD HIMSELF. BUT IF ANY ONE DECLARES THE VERSE TO BE SPURIOUS, AND DENIES THAT CHRIST SAID THIS, YOU WILL HAVE, IN REPLY, TO EXERT YOURSELF IN VINDICATION OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE GOSPEL. UNHAPPY BEING! WHAT YOU REFUSE TO BELIEVE IS WRITTEN IN THE SAME PLACE AS THAT WHICH YOU QUOTE AS SPOKEN BY THE LORD HIMSELF. WE BELIEVE BOTH, FOR WE BELIEVE THE SACRED NARRATIVE IN WHICH BOTH ARE CONTAINED. WE BELIEVE BOTH THAT MOSES WROTE OF CHRIST, AND THAT ALL THAT CAME BEFORE CHRIST WERE THIEVES AND ROBBERS. BY THEIR COMING HE MEANS THEIR NOT BEING SENT. THOSE WHO WERE SENT, AS MOSES AND THE HOLY PROPHETS, CAME NOT BEFORE HIM, BUT WITH HIM. THEY DID NOT PROUDLY WISH TO PRECEDE HIM, BUT WERE THE HUMBLE BEARERS OF THE MESSAGE WHICH HE TITTERED BY THEM. ACCORDING TO THE MEANING WHICH YOU GIVE TO THE LORD'S WORDS, IT IS PLAIN THAT WITH YOU THERE CAN BE NO PROPHETS. AND SO, YOU HAVE MADE A CHRIST FOR YOURSELVES WHO SHOULD PROPHESY A CHRIST TO COME. IF YOU HAVE ANY PROPHETS OF YOUR OWN, THEY WILL HAVE, OF COURSE, NO AUTHORITY, AS NOT BEING RECOGNIZED BY ANY OTHERS; BUT IF THERE ARE ANY THAT YOU DARE TO QUOTE AS PROPHESYING THAT CHRIST WOULD COME IN AN UNREAL BODY, AND WOULD SUFFER AN UNREAL DEATH, AND WOULD SHOW TO HIS DOUBTING DISCIPLES UNREAL MARKS OF WOUNDS, NOT TO SPEAK OF THE ABOMINABLE NATURE OF SUCH PROPHECIES, AND OF THE EVIDENT UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THOSE WHO COMMEND FALSEHOOD IN CHRIST, BY YOUR OWN INTERPRETATION THOSE PROPHETS MUST HAVE BEEN THIEVES AND ROBBERS, FOR THEY COULD NOT HAVE SPOKEN OF CHRIST AS COMING IN ANY MANNER UNLESS THEY HAD COME BEFORE HIM. IF BY THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE, CHRIST WE UNDERSTAND THOSE WHO WOULD NOT COME WITH HIM, --THAT IS, WITH THE WORD OF GOD, BUT WITHOUT BEING SENT BY GOD BROUGHT THEIR OWN FALSEHOODS TO MEN, YOU YOURSELVES, ALTHOUGH YOU ARE BORN IN THIS WORLD AFTER THE DEATH AND THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST, ARE THIEVES AND ROBBERS. FOR, WITHOUT WAITING FOR HIS ILLUMINATION THAT YOU MIGHT PREACH HIS TRUTH, YOU HAVE COME BEFORE HIM TO PREACH UP YOUR OWN DECEITS. 
13. IN THE PASSAGE WHERE WE READ OF THE JEWS SAYING TO CHRIST, THOU BEAR WITNESS OF THYSELF, THY WITNESS IS NOT TRUE, YOU DO NOT SEE THAT CHRIST REPLIES BY SAYING THAT MOSES WROTE OF HIM, SIMPLY BECAUSE YOU HAVE NOT GOT THE EYE OF PIETY TO SEE WITH. THE ANSWER OF CHRIST IS THIS: "IT IS WRITTEN IN YOUR LAW, THAT THE TESTIMONY OF TWO MEN IS TRUE; I AM ONE WHO BEAR WITNESS OF MYSELF, AND THE FATHER THAT SENT ME HEARETH WITNESS OF ME." (2) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN, IF RIGHTLY UNDERSTOOD, BUT THAT THIS NUMBER OF WITNESSES REQUIRED BY THE LAW WAS FIXED UPON AND CONSECRATED IN THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY, THAT EVEN THUS MIGHT BE PREFIGURED THE FUTURE REVELATION OF THE FATHER AND SON, WHOSE SPIRIT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT OF THE INSEPARABLE TRINITY? SO, IT IS WRITTEN: " IN THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES SHALL EVERY WORD BE ESTABLISHED." (3) AS A MATTER OF FACT, ONE WITNESS GENERALLY SPEAKS THE TRUTH, WHILE A NUMBER TELL LIES. AND THE WORLD, IN ITS CONVERSION TO CHRISTIANITY, BELIEVED ONE APOSTLE PREACHING THE GOSPEL RATHER THAN THE MISTAKEN MULTITUDE WHO PERSECUTED HIM. THERE WAS A SPECIAL REASON FOR REQUIRING THIS NUMBER OF WITNESSES, AND IN HIS ANSWER THE LORD IMPLIED THAT MOSES PROPHESIED OF HIM. DO YOU CARP AT HIS SAYING YOUR LAW INSTEAD OF THE LAW OF GOD? BUT, AS EVERY ONE KNOWS, THIS IS THE COMMON EXPRESSION IN SCRIPTURE. YOUR LAW MEANS THE LAW GIVEN TO YOU. SO, THE APOSTLE SPEAKS OF HIS GOSPEL, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME HE DECLARES THAT HE RECEIVED IT NOT FROM MAN, BUT BY THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST. YOU MIGHT AS WELL SAY THAT CHRIST DENIES GOD TO BE HIS FATHER, WHEN HE USES THE WORDS YOUR FATHER INSTEAD OF OUR FATHER. AGAIN, YOU SHOULD REFUSE TO BELIEVE THE VOICE WHICH YOU ALLUDE TO AS HAVING COME FROM HEAVEN THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, BELIEVE HIM, BECAUSE YOU DID NOT HEAR IT. BUT IF YOU BELIEVE THIS BECAUSE YOU FIND IT IN THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, YOU WILL ALSO FIND THERE WHAT YOU DENY, THAT MOSES WROTE OF CHRIST, BESIDES MANY OTHER THINGS THAT YOU DO NOT ACKNOWLEDGE AS TRUE. DO YOU NOT SEE THAT YOUR OWN MISCHIEVOUS ARGUMENT MAY BE USED TO PROVE THAT THIS VOICE NEVER CAME FROM HEAVEN? TO YOUR OWN DESTRUCTION, AND TO THE DETRIMENT OF THE WELFARE OF MANKIND, YOU TRY TO WEAKEN THE AUTHORITY OF THE GOSPEL, BY ARGUING THAT IT CANNOT BE TRUE THAT CHRIST SAID THAT MOSES WROTE OF HIM; BECAUSE IF HE HAD SAID THIS, THE INGENIOUS HOSTILITY OF THE JEWS WOULD HAVE LED THEM AT ONCE TO ASK WHAT HE SUPPOSED MOSES TO HAVE WRITTEN OF HIM. IN THE SAME WAY, IT MIGHT BE IMPIOUSLY ARGUED THAT IF THAT VOICE HAD REALLY COME FROM HEAVEN, ALL THE JEWS WHO HEARD IT WOULD HAVE BELIEVED. WHY ARE YOU SO UNREASONABLE AS NOT TO CONSIDER THAT, AS IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR THE JEWS TO REMAIN HARDENED IN UNBELIEF AFTER HEARING THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SO IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR THEM, WHEN CHRIST SAID THAT MOSES WROTE OF HIM, TO REFRAIN FROM ASKING WHAT MOSES WROTE, BECAUSE IN THEIR INGENIOUS HOSTILITY THEY WERE AFRAID OF BEING PROVED TO BE IN THE WRONG? 
14. BESIDES THAT THIS ARGUMENT IS AN IMPIOUS ASSAULT ON THE GOSPEL, FAUSTUS HIMSELF IS AWARE OF ITS FEEBLENESS, AND THEREFORE INSISTS MORE ON WHAT HE CALLS HIS CHIEF DIFFICULTY, THAT IN ALL HIS SEARCH OF THE WRITINGS OF MOSES HE HAS FOUND NO PROPHECIES OF CHRIST. THE OBVIOUS REPLY IS, THAT HE DOES NOT UNDERSTAND. AND IF ANY ONE ASKS WHY HE DOES NOT UNDERSTAND, THE ANSWER IS THAT HE READS WITH A HOSTILE, UNBELIEVING MIND; HE DOES NOT SEARCH IN ORDER TO KNOW, BUT THINKS HE KNOWS WHEN HE IS IGNORANT. THIS VAINGLORIOUS PRESUMPTION EITHER BLINDS THE EYE OF HIS UNDERSTANDING SO AS TO PREVENT HIS SEEING ANYTHING, OR DISTORTS HIS VISION, SO THAT HIS REMARKS OF APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL ARE MISDIRECTED. I ASK, HE SAYS, FOR INSTRUCTION IN WHATEVER THE WRITINGS OF MOSES CONTAIN ABOUT OUR GOD AND LORD, WHICH HAS ESCAPED ME IN READING. I REPLY AT ONCE THAT IT HAS ALL ESCAPED HIM, FOR ALL IS WRITTEN OF CHRIST. AS WE CANNOT GO THROUGH THE WHOLE, I WILL, WITH THE HELP OF GOD, COMPLY WITH YOUR REQUEST, TO THE EXTENT I HAVE ALREADY PROMISED, BY SHOWING THAT THE PASSAGES WHICH YOU SPECIALLY CRITICIZE REFER TO CHRIST. YOU TELL ME NOT TO USE THE IGNORANT ARGUMENT THAT CHRIST AFFIRMS MOSES TO HAVE WRITTEN OF HIM. BUT IF I USE THIS ARGUMENT, IT IS NOT BECAUSE I AM IGNORANT, BUT BECAUSE I AM A BELIEVER. I ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS ARGUMENT WILL NOT CONVINCE A GENTILE OR A JEW. BUT, IN SPITE OF ALL YOUR EVASIONS, YOU ARE OBLIGED TO CONFESS THAT IT TELLS AGAINST YOU, WHO BOAST OF POSSESSING A KIND OF CHRISTIANITY. YOU SAY, SUPPOSE YOU HAD NOT TO DEAL WITH ME, AS IN MY CASE THERE IS AN OBLIGATION TO BELIEVE HIM WHOM I PROFESS TO FOLLOW, BUT WITH A JEW OR A GENTILE. THIS IS AS MUCH AS TO SAY THAT YOU, AT ANY RATE, WITH WHOM I HAVE AT PRESENT TO DO, ARE SATISFIED THAT MOSES WROTE OF CHRIST; FOR YOU ARE NOT BOLD ENOUGH TO DISCARD ALTOGETHER THE WELL-GROUNDED AUTHORITY OF THE GOSPEL WHERE CHRIST'S OWN DECLARATION IS RECORDED. EVEN WHEN YOU ATTACK THIS AUTHORITY INDIRECTLY, YOU FEEL THAT YOU ARE ATTACKING YOUR OWN POSITION. YOU ARE AWARE THAT IF YOU REFUSE TO BELIEVE THE GOSPEL, WHICH IS SO GENERALLY KNOWN AND RECEIVED, YOU MUST FAIL UTTERLY IN THE ATTEMPT TO SUBSTITUTE FOR IT ANY TRUSTWORTHY RECORD OF THE SAYINGS AND DOINGS OF CHRIST. YOU ARE AFRAID THAT THE LOSS OF THE CHRISTIAN NAME MIGHT LEAD TO THE EXPOSURE OF YOUR ABSURDITIES TO UNIVERSAL SCORN AND CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION]. ACCORDINGLY, YOU TRY TO RECOVER YOURSELF, BY SAYING THAT YOUR PROFESSION OF CHRISTIANITY OBLIGES YOU TO BELIEVE THESE WORDS OF THE GOSPEL. SO, YOU, AT ANY RATE, WHICH IS ALL THAT WE NEED CARE FOR JUST NOW, ARE CAUGHT AND SLAIN IN THIS DEATH BLOW TO YOUR ERRORS. YOU ARE FORCED TO CONFESS THAT MOSES WROTE OF CHRIST, BECAUSE THE GOSPEL, WHICH YOUR PROFESSION OBLIGES YOU TO BELIEVE, STATES THAT CHRIST SAID SO. AS REGARDS A DISCUSSION WITH A JEW OR A GENTILE, I HAVE ALREADY SHOWN AS WELL AS I COULD HOW I THINK IT SHOULD BE CONDUCTED. 
15. I STILL HOLD THAT THERE IS A REFERENCE TO CHRIST IN THE PASSAGE WHICH YOU SELECT FOR REFUTATION, WHERE GOD SAYS TO MOSES, "I WILL RAISE UP UNTO THEM FROM AMONG THEIR BRETHREN A PROPHET LIKE UNTO THEE.'' (1) THE STRING OF SHOWY ANTITHESES WITH WHICH YOU TRY TO ORNAMENT YOUR DULL DISCOURSE DOES NOT AT ALL AFFECT MY BELIEF OF THIS TRUTH. YOU ATTEMPT TO PROVE, BY A COMPARISON OF CHRIST AND MOSES, THAT THEY ARE UNLIKE, AND THAT THEREFORE THE WORDS. "I WILL RAISE UP A PROPHET LIKE UNTO THEE," CANNOT BE UNDERSTOOD OF CHRIST. YOU SPECIFY A NUMBER OF PARTICULARS IN WHICH YOU FIND A DIVERSITY: THAT THE ONE IS MAN, AND THE OTHER GOD; THAT ONE IS A SINNER, THE OTHER SINLESS; THAT ONE IS BORN OF ORDINARY GENERATION, THE OTHER, AS WE HOLD, OF A VIRGIN, AND, AS YOU HOLD, NOT EVEN OF A VIRGIN; THE ONE INCURS GOD'S ANGER, AND IS PUT TO DEATH ON A MOUNTAIN, THE OTHER SUFFERS VOLUNTARILY, LAWING THROUGHOUT THE APPROVAL OF HIS FATHER. BUT SURELY THINGS MAY BE SAID TO BE LIKE, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE NOT LIKE IN EVERY RESPECT. BESIDES THE RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN THINGS OF THE SAME NATURE, AS BETWEEN TWO MEN, OR BETWEEN PARENTS AND CHILDREN, OR BETWEEN MEN IN GENERAL, OR ANY SPECIES OF ANIMALS, OR IN TREES, BETWEEN ONE OLIVE AND ANOTHER, OR ONE LAUREL AND ANOTHER, THERE IS OFTEN A RESEMBLANCE IN THINGS OF A DIFFERENT NATURE, AS BETWEEN A WILD AND A TAME OLIVE, OR BETWEEN WHEAT AND BARLEY. THESE THINGS ARE TO SOME EXTENT ALLIED. BUT THERE IS THE GREATEST POSSIBLE DISTANCE BETWEEN THE SON OF GOD, BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE, AND A BEAST OR A STONE. AND YET IN THE GOSPEL WE READ, "BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD,'' (1) AND IN THE APOSTLE, "THAT ROCK WAS CHRIST." (2) THIS COULD NOT BE SAID EXCEPT ON THE SUPPOSITION OF SOME RESEMBLANCE. WHAT WONDER, THEN, IF CHRIST CONDESCENDED TO BECOME LIKE MOSES, WHEN HE WAS MADE LIKE THE LAMB WHICH GOD BY MOSES COMMANDED HIS PEOPLE TO EAT AS A TYPE OF CHRIST, ENJOINING THAT ITS BLOOD SHOULD BE USED AS A MEANS OF PROTECTION, AND THAT IT SHOULD BE CALLED THE PASSOVER, WHICH EVERY ONE MUST ADMIT TO BE FULFILLED IN CHRIST? THE SCRIPTURE, I ACKNOWLEDGE, SHOWS POINTS OF DIFFERENCE; AND THE SCRIPTURE ALSO, AS I CALL ON YOU TO ACKNOWLEDGE, SHOWS POINTS OF RESEMBLANCE. THERE ARE POINTS OF BOTH KINDS, AND ONE CAN BE PROVED AS WELL AS THE OTHER. CHRIST IS UNLIKE MAN, FOR HE IS GOD; AND IT IS WRITTEN OF HIM THAT HE IS "OVER ALL, GOD BLESSED FOR EVER." (3) CHRIST IS ALSO LIKE MAN, FOR HE IS MAN; AND IT IS LIKEWISE WRITTEN OF HIM, THAT HE IS THE "MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD AND MAN, THE MAN CHRIST JESUS.'' (4) CHRIST IS UNLIKE A SINNER, FOR HE IS EVER HOLY; AND HE IS LIKE A SINNER, FOR "GOD SENT HIS SON IN THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH, THAT BY SIN HE MIGHT CONDEMN SIN IN THE FLESH." (5) CHRIST IS UNLIKE A MAN BORN IN ORDINARY GENERATION, FOR HE WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN; AND YET HE IS LIKE, FOR HE TOO WAS BORN OF A WOMAN, TO WHOM IT WAS SAID, "THAT HOLY THING WHICH SHALL BE BORN OF THEE SHALL BE CALLED THE SON OF GOD.'' (6) CHRIST IS UNLIKE A MAN, WHO DIES ON ACCOUNT OF HIS OWN SIN, FOR HE DIED WITHOUT SIN, AND OF HIS OWN FREE-WILL; AND AGAIN, HE IS LIKE, FOR HE TOO DIED A REAL DEATH OF THE BODY. 
16. YOU OUGHT NOT TO SAY, IN DISPARAGEMENT OF MOSES, THAT HE WAS A SINNER, AND THAT HE WAS PUT TO DEATH ON A MOUNTAIN BECAUSE HIS GOD WAS ANGRY WITH HIM. FOR MOSES COULD GLORY IN THE LORD AS HIS SAVIOR, WHO IS ALSO THE SAVIOR OF HIM WHO SAYS, "CHRIST JESUS CAME INTO THE WORLD TO SAVE SINNERS, OF WHOM I AM CHIEF." (7) MOSES, INDEED, IS ACCUSED BY THE VOICE OF GOD, BECAUSE HIS FAITH SHOWED SIGNS OF WEAKNESS WHEN HE WAS COMMANDED TO DRAW WATER OUT OF THE ROCK. (8) IN THIS HE MAY HAVE SINNED AS PETER DID, WHEN FROM THE WEAKNESS OF HIS FAITH HE BECAME AFRAID IN THE: MIDST OF THE WAVES. (9) BUT WE CANNOT THINK FROM THIS, THAT HE WHO, AS THE GOSPEL TELLS US, WAS COUNTED WORTHY TO BE PRESENT WITH THE LORD ALONG WITH HOLY ELIAS ON THE MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION, WAS SEPARATED FROM THE ETERNAL FELLOWSHIP OF THE SAINTS. THE SACRED HISTORY SHOWS IN WHAT FAVOR HE WAS WITH GOD EVEN AFTER HIS SIN. BUT SINCE YOU MAY ASK WHY GOD SPEAKS OF THIS SIN AS DESERVING THE PUNISHMENT OF DEATH, AND AS I HAVE PROMISED TO POINT OUT PROPHECIES OF CHRIST IN THOSE PASSAGES WHICH YOU SELECT FOR CRITICISM, I WILL TRY, WITH THE LORD'S HELP, TO SHOW THAT WHAT YOU OBJECT TO IN THE DEATH OF MOSES IS, WHEN RIGHTLY UNDERSTOOD, PROPHETICAL OF CHRIST. 
17. WE OFTEN FIND IN THE SYMBOLICAL PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE, THAT THE SAME PERSON APPEARS IN DIFFERENT CHARACTERS ON DIFFERENT OCCASIONS. SO, ON THIS OCCASION, MOSES REPRESENTS AND PREFIGURES THE JEWISH PEOPLE AS PLACED UNDER THE LAW. AS, THEN, MOSES, WHEN HE STRUCK THE ROCK WITH HIS ROD, DOUBTED THE POWER OF GOD, SO THE PEOPLE WHO WERE UNDER THE LAW GIVEN BY MOSES, WHEN THEY NAILED CHRIST TO THE CROSS, DID NOT BELIEVE HIM TO BE THE POWER OF GOD. AND AS WATER FLOWED FROM THE SMITTEN ROCK FOR THOSE THAT WERE ATHIRST, SO LIFE COMES TO BELIEVERS FROM THE STROKE OF THE LORD'S PASSION. THE TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLE IS CLEAR AND DECISIVE ON THIS POINT, WHEN HE SAYS, "THIS ROCK WAS CHRIST." (10) IN THE COMMAND OF GOD, THAT THE DEATH OF THE FLESH OF MOSES SHOULD TAKE PLACE ON THE MOUNTAIN, WE SEE THE DIVINE APPOINTMENT THAT THE CARNAL DOUBT OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST SHOULD DIE ON CHRIST'S EXALTATION. AS THE ROCK IS CHRIST, SO IS THE MOUNTAIN. THE ROCK IS THE FORTITUDE OF HIS HUMILIATION; THE MOUNTAIN THE HEIGHT OF HIS EXALTATION. FOR AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "THIS ROCK WAS CHRIST," SO CHRIST HIMSELF SAYS, "A CITY SET UPON A HILL CANNOT BE HID," (11) SHOWING THAT HE IS THE HILL, AND BELIEVERS THE CITY BUILT UPON THE GLORY OF HIS NAME. THE CARNAL MIND LIVES WHEN, LIKE THE SMITTEN ROCK, THE HUMILIATION OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS IS DESPISED. FOR CHRIST CRUCIFIED IS TO THE JEWS A STUMBLING-BLOCK, AND TO THE GREEKS FOOLISHNESS. AND THE CARNAL MIND DIES WHEN, LIKE THE MOUNTAIN-TOP, CHRIST IS SEEN IN HIS EXALTATION. "FOR TO THEM THAT ARE CALLED, BOTH JEWS AND GREEKS, CHRIST IS THE POWER OF GOD, AND THE WISDOM OF GOD.'' (1) MOSES THEREFORE ASCENDED THE MOUNT, THAT IN THE DEATH OF THE FLESH HE MIGHT BE RECEIVED BY THE LIVING SPIRIT. IF FAUSTUS HAD ASCENDED, HE WOULD NOT HAVE UTTERED CARNAL OBJECTIONS FROM A DEAD MIND. IT WAS THE CARNAL MIND THAT MADE PETER DREAD THE SMITING OF THE ROCK, WHEN, ON THE OCCASION OF THE LORD'S FORETELLING HIS PASSION, HE SAID, "BE IT FAR FROM THEE, LORD; SPARE THYSELF." AND THIS SIN TOO WAS SEVERELY REBUKED, WHEN THE LORD REPLIED, "GET THEE BEHIND ME, SATAN; THOU ART AN OFFENSE UNTO ME: FOR THOU SAVOR NOT THE THINGS WHICH BE OF GOD, BUT THOSE WHICH BE OF MEN." (2) AND WHERE DID THIS CARNAL DISTRUST DIE BUT IN THE GLORIFICATION OF CHRIST, AS ON A MOUNTAIN HEIGHT? IF IT WAS ALIVE WHEN PETER TIMIDLY DENIED CHRIST, IT WAS DEAD WHEN HE FEARLESSLY PREACHED HIM. IT WAS ALIVE IN SAUL, WHEN, IN HIS AVERSION TO THE OFFENSE OF THE CROSS, HE MADE HAVOC OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, AND WHERE BUT ON THIS MOUNTAIN HAD IT DIED, WHEN PAUL WAS ABLE TO SAY, "I LIVE NO LONGER, BUT CHRIST LIVES IN ME?" 3 
18. WHAT OTHER REASON HAS YOUR HERETICAL FOLLY TO GIVE FOR THINKING THAT THERE IS NO PROPHECY OF CHRIST IN THE WORDS, "I WILL RAISE LIP UNTO THEM A PROPHET FROM AMONG THEIR BRETHREN, LIKE UNTO THEE?" YOUR SHOWING CHRIST TO BE UNLIKE MOSES IS NO REASON; FOR WE CAN SHOW THAT IN OTHER RESPECTS HE IS LIKE. HOW CAN YOU OBJECT TO CHRIST'S BEING CALLED A PROPHET, SINCE HE CONDESCENDED TO BE A MAN, AND ACTUALLY FORETOLD MANY FUTURE EVENTS? WHAT IS A PROPHET, BUT ONE WHO PREDICTS EVENTS BEYOND HUMAN FORESIGHT? SO, CHRIST SAYS OF HIMSELF: "A PROPHET IS NOT WITHOUT HONOR, SAVE IN HIS OWN COUNTRY." (4) BUT, TURNING FROM YOU, SINCE YOU HAVE ALREADY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT YOUR PROFESSION OF CHRISTIANITY OBLIGES YOU TO BELIEVE THE GOSPEL, I ADDRESS MYSELF TO THE JEW, WHO ENJOYS THE POOR PRIVILEGE OF LIBERTY FROM THE YOKE OF CHRIST, AND WHO THEREFORE THINKS IT ALLOWABLE TO SAY: YOUR CHRIST SPOKE FALSELY; MOSES WROTE NOTHING OF HIM. 
19. LET THE JEWS SAY WHAT PROPHET IS MEANT IN THIS PROMISE OF GOD TO MOSES: "I WILL RAISE UP UNTO THEM A PROPHET FROM AMONG THEIR BRETHREN, LIKE UNTO THEE." MANY PROPHETS APPEARED AFTER MOSES; BUT ONE IN PARTICULAR IS HERE POINTED OUT. THE JEWS WILL PERHAPS NATURALLY THINK OF THE SUCCESSOR OF MOSES, WHO LED INTO THE PROMISED LAND THE PEOPLE THAT MOSES HAD BROUGHT OUT OF EGYPT. HAVING THIS SUCCESSOR OF MOSES IN HIS MIND, HE MAY PERHAPS LAUGH AT ME FOR ASKING TO WHAT PROPHET THE WORDS OF THE PROMISE REFER, SINCE IT IS RECORDED WHO FOLLOWED MOSES IN RULING AND LEADING THE PEOPLE. WHEN HE HAS LAUGHED AT MY IGNORANCE, AS FAUSTUS SUPPOSES HIM TO DO, I WILL STILL CONTINUE MY INQUIRIES, AND WILL DESIRE MY LAUGHING OPPONENT TO GIVE ME A SERIOUS ANSWER TO THE QUESTION WHY MOSES CHANGED THE NAME OF THIS SUCCESSOR, WHO WAS PREFERRED TO HIMSELF AS THE LEADER OF THE PEOPLE INTO THE PROMISED LAND, TO SHOW THAT THE LAW GIVEN BY MOSES NOT TO SAVE, BUT TO CONVINCE THE SINNER, CANNOT LEAD US INTO HEAVEN, BUT ONLY THE GRACE AND TRUTH WHICH ARE BY JESUS CHRIST. THIS SUCCESSOR WAS CALLED OSEA, AND MOSES GAVE HIM THE NAME OF JESUS. WHY, THEN DID HE GIVE HIM THIS NAME WHEN HE SENT HIM FROM THE VALLEY OF PHARAN INTO THE LAND INTO WHICH HE WAS TO LEAD THE PEOPLE? (5) THE TRUE JESUS SAYS, "IF I GO AND PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU, I WILL COME AGAIN, AND RECEIVE YOU UNTO MYSELF.'' (6) I WILL ASK THE JEW IF THE PROPHET DOES NOT SHOW THE PROPHETICAL MEANING OF THESE THINGS WHEN HE SAYS, "GOD SHALL COME FROM AFRICA, AND THE HOLY ONE FROM PHARAN." DOES THIS NOT MEAN THAT THE HOLY GOD WOULD COME WITH THE NAME OF HIM WHO CAME FROM AFRICA BY PHARAN, THAT IS, WITH THE NAME OF JESUS? THEN, AGAIN, IT IS THE WORD OF GOD HIMSELF WHO SPEAKS WHEN HE PROMISES TO PROVIDE THIS SUCCESSOR TO MOSES, SPEAKING OF HIM AS AN ANGEL, A NAME COMMONLY GIVEN IN SCRIPTURE TO THOSE CARRYING ANY MESSAGE. THE WORDS ARE: "BEHOLD I SEND MY ANGEL BEFORE THY FACE, TO PRESERVE THEE IN THE WAY, AND TO BRING THEE INTO THE LAND WHICH I HAVE SWORN TO GIVE THEE. TAKE HEED UNTO HIM, AND OBEY, AND BEWARE OF UNBELIEF IN HIM; FOR HE WILL NOT TAKE ANYTHING FROM THEE WRONGFULLY, FOR MY NAME IS IN HIM." (7) CONSIDER THESE WORDS. LET THE JEW, NOT TO SPEAK OF THE MANICHAEAN, SAY WHAT OTHER ANGEL HE CAN FIND IN SCRIPTURE TO WHOM THESE WORDS APPLY, BUT THIS LEADER WHO WAS TO BRING THE PEOPLE INTO THE LAND OF PROMISE. THEN LET HIM INQUIRE WHO IT WAS THAT SUCCEEDED MOSES, AND BROUGHT IN THE PEOPLE. HE WILL FIND THAT IT WAS JESUS, AND THAT THIS WAS NOT HIS NAME AT FIRST, BUT AFTER HIS NAME WAS CHANGED. IT FOLLOWS THAT HE WHO SAID, "MY NAME IS IN HIM," IS THE TRUE JESUS, THE LEADER WHO BRINGS HIS PEOPLE INTO THE INHERITANCE OF ETERNAL LIFE, ACCORDING TO THE NEW TESTAMENT, OF WHICH THE OLD WAS A FIGURE. NO EVENT OR ACTION COULD HAVE A MORE DISTINCTLY PROPHETICAL CHARACTER THAN THIS, WHERE THE VERY NAME IS A PREDICTION. 
20. IT FOLLOWS THAT THIS JEW, IF HE WISHES TO BE A JEW INWARDLY, IN THE SPIRIT, AND NOT IN THE LETTER, IF HE WISHES TO BE THOUGHT A TRUE ISRAELITE, IN WHOM IS NO GUILE, WILL RECOGNIZE IN THIS DEAD JESUS, WHO LED THE PEOPLE INTO THE LAND OF MORTALITY, A FIGURE OF THE TRUE LIVING JESUS, WHOM HE MAY FOLLOW INTO THE LAND OF LIFE. IN THIS WAY, HE WILL NO LONGER IN A HOSTILE SPIRIT RESIST SO PLAIN A PROPHECY, BUT, INFLUENCED BY THE ALLUSION TO THE JESUS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, HE WILL BE PREPARED TO LISTEN MEEKLY TO HIM WHOSE NAME HE BORE, AND WHO LEADS TO THE TRUE LAND OF PROMISE; FOR HE SAYS, "BLESSED ARE THE MEEK, FOR THEY SHALL INHERIT THE LAND."(1) THE GENTILE ALSO, IF HIS HEART IS NOT TOO STONY, IF HE IS ONE OF THOSE STONES FROM WHICH GOD RAISES UP CHILDREN UNTO ABRAHAM, MUST ALLOW IT TO BE WONDERFUL THAT IN THE ANCIENT BOOKS OF THE PEOPLE OF WHOM JESUS WAS BORN, SO PLAIN A PROPHECY, INCLUDING HIS VERY NAME, IS FOUND RECORDED; AND MUST REMARK AT THE SAME TIME, THAT IT IS NOT ANY MANY OF THE NAME OF JESUS WHO IS PROPHESIED, OF, BUT A DIVINE PERSON, BECAUSE GOD SAID THAT HIS NAME WAS IN THAT MAN WHO WAS APPOINTED TO RULE THE PEOPLE, AND TO LEAD THEM INTO THE KINGDOM, AND WHO BY A CHANGE OF NAME WAS CALLED JESUS. IN HIS BEING SENT WITH THIS NEW NAME, HE BRINGS A GREAT AND DIVINE MESSAGE, AND IS THEREFORE CALLED AN ANGEL, WHICH, AS EVERY TYRO IN GREEK KNOWS, MEANS MESSENGER. NO GENTILE, THEREFORE, IT HE, WERE NOT PERVERSE AND OBSTINATE, WOULD DESPISE THESE BOOKS MERELY BECAUSE BE IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE LAW OF THE HEBREWS, TO WHOM THE BOOKS BELONG; BUT WOULD THINK HIGHLY OF THE BOOKS, NO MATTER WHOSE THEY WERE, ON FINDING IN THEM PROPHECIES OF SUCH ANCIENT DATE, AND OF WHAT HE SEES NOW TAKING PLACE. INSTEAD OF DESPISING CHRIST JESUS BECAUSE HE IS FORETOLD IN THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES, HE WOULD CONCLUDE THAT ONE THOUGHT WORTH), OF BEING THE SUBJECT OF PROPHETIC DESCRIPTION, WHOEVER THE WRITERS MIGHT BE, FOR SO MANY AGES BEFORE HIS COMING INTO THE WORLD,--SOMETIMES IN PLAIN ANNOUNCEMENTS, SOMETIMES IN FIGURE BY SYMBOLIC ACTIONS AND UTTERANCES,--MUST CLAIM TO BE REGARDED WITH PROFOUND ADMIRATION AND REVERENCE, AND TO BE FOLLOWED WITH IMPLICIT RELIANCE. THUS, THE FACTS OF CHRISTIAN HISTORY WOULD PROVE THE TRUTH OF THE PROPHECY, AND THE PROPHECY WOULD PROVE THE CLAIMS OF CHRIST. CALL THIS FANCY, IF IT IS NOT ACTUALLY THE CASE THAT MEN ALL OVER THE WORLD HAVE BEEN LED, AND ARE NOW LED, TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST BY READING THESE BOOKS. 
21. IN VIEW OF THE MULTITUDES FROM ALL NATIONS WHO HAVE BECOME ZEALOUS BELIEVERS IN THESE BOOKS, IT IS LAUGHABLY ABSURD TO TELL US THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PERSUADE A GENTILE TO LEARN THE CHRISTIAN FAITH FROM JEWISH BOOKS. INDEED, IT IS A GREAT CONFIRMATION OF OUR FAITH THAT SUCH IMPORTANT TESTIMONY IS BORNE BY ENEMIES. THE BELIEVING GENTILES CANNOT SUPPOSE THESE TESTIMONIES TO CHRIST TO BE RECENT FORGERIES; FOR THEY FIND THEM IN BOOKS HELD SACRED FOR SO MANY AGES BY THOSE WHO CRUCIFIED CHRIST, AND STILL REGARDED WITH THE HIGHEST VENERATION BY THOSE WHO EVERY DAY BLASPHEME CHRIST. IF THE PROPHECIES OF CHRIST WERE THE PRODUCTION OF THE PREACHERS OF CHRIST. WE MIGHT SUSPECT THEIR GENUINENESS. BUT NOW THE PREACHER EXPOUNDS THE TEXT OF THE BLASPHEMER. IN THIS WAY THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] ORDER THE BLINDNESS OF THE UNGODLY FOR THE PROFIT OF THE SAINT, IN HIS RIGHTEOUS GOVERNMENT BRINGING GOOD OUT OF EVIL, THAT THOSE WHO BY THEIR OWN CHOICE LIVE WICKEDLY MAY BE, IN HIS JUST JUDGMENT, MADE THE INSTRUMENTS OF HIS WILL. SO, LEST THOSE THAT WERE TO PREACH CHRIST TO THE WORLD SHOULD BE THOUGHT TO HAVE FORGED THE PROPHECIES WHICH SPEAK OF CHRIST AS TO BE BORN, TO WORK MIRACLES, TO SUFFER UNJUSTLY, TO DIE, TO RISE AGAIN, TO ASCEND TO HEAVEN, TO PUBLISH THE GOSPEL OF ETERNAL LIFE AMONG ALL NATIONS, THE UNBELIEF OF THE JEWS HAS BEEN MADE OF SIGNAL BENEFIT TO US; SO THAT THOSE WHO DO NOT RECEIVE IN THEIR HEART FOR THEIR OWN GOOD THESE TRUTHS, CARRY, IN THEIR HANDS FOR OUR BENEFIT THE WRITINGS IN WHICH THESE TRUTHS ARE CONTAINED. AND THE UNBELIEF OF THE JEWS INCREASES RATHER THAN LESSENS THE AUTHORITY OF THE BOOKS, FOR THIS BLINDNESS IS ITSELF, FORETOLD. THEY TESTIFY TO THE TRUTH BY THEIR NOT UNDERSTANDING IT. BY NOT UNDERSTANDING THE BOOKS WHICH PREDICT THAT THEY WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND, THEY PROVE THESE BOOKS TO BE TRUE. 
22. IN THE PASSAGE, "THOU SHALT SEE THY LIFE HANGING, AND SHALT NOT BELIEVE THY LIFE,"(2) FAUSTUS IS DECEIVED BY THE AMBIGUITY OF THE WORDS. THE WORDS MAY BE DIFFERENTLY INTERPRETED; BUT THAT THEY CANNOT BE UNDERSTOOD OF CHRIST IS NOT SAID BY FAUSTUS, NOR CAN BE SAID BY ANYONE WHO DOES NOT DENY THAT CHRIST IS LIFE, OR THAT HE WAS SEEN BY THE JEWS HANG-LUG ON THE CROSS, OR THAT THEY DID NOT BELIEVE HIM. SINCE CHRIST HIMSELF SAYS, "I AM THE LIFE,"(3) AND SINCE THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT HE WAS SEEN HANGING BY THE UNBELIEVING JEWS, I SEE NO REASON FOR DOUBTING THAT THIS WAS WRITTEN OF CHRIST; FOR, AS CHRIST SAYS, MOSES WROTE OF HIM. SINCE WE HAVE ALREADY REFUTED FAUSTUS' ARGUMENTS BY WHICH HE TRIES TO SHOW THAT THE WORDS, "I WILL RAISE UP FROM AMONG THEIR BRETHREN A PROPHET LIKE UNTO THEE," DO NOT APPLY TO CHRIST, BECAUSE CHRIST IS NOT LIKE MOSES, WE NEED NOT INSIST ON THIS OTHER PROPHECY. SINCE, IN THE ONE CASE, HIS ARGUMENT IS THAT CHRIST IS UNLIKE MOSES, SO HERE HE OUGHT TO ARGUE THAT CHRIST IS NOT THE LIFE, OR THAT HE WAS NOT SEEN HANGING BY THE UNBELIEVING JEWS. BUT AS HE HAS NOT SAID THIS, AND AS NO ONE WILL NOW VENTURE TO SAY SO, THERE SHOULD BE NO DIFFICULTY IN ACCEPTING THIS TOO AS A PROPHECY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, UTTERED BY HIS SERVANT. THESE WORDS, SAYS FAUSTUS, OCCUR IN A CHAPTER OF CURSES. BUT WHY SHOULD IT BE THE LESS A PROPHECY BECAUSE IT OCCURS IN THE MIDST OF PROPHECIES? OR WHY SHOULD IT NOT BE A PROPHECY OF CHRIST, ALTHOUGH THE CONTEXT DOES NOT SEEM TO REFER TO CHRIST? INDEED, AMONG ALL THE CURSES WHICH THE JEWS BROUGHT ON THEMSELVES BY THEIR SINFUL PRIDE, NOTHING COULD BE WORSE THAN THIS, THAT THEY SHOULD SEE THEIR LIFE--THAT IS, THE SON OF GOD--HANGING, AND SHOULD NOT BELIEVE THEIR LIFE. FOR THE CURSES OF PROPHECY ARE NOT HOSTILE IMPRECATIONS, BUT ANNOUNCEMENTS OF COMING JUDGMENT. HOSTILE IMPRECATIONS ARE FORBIDDEN, FOR IT IS SAID, "BLESS, AND CURSE NOT."(1) BUT PROPHETIC ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE OFTEN FOUND IN THE WRITINGS OF THE SAINTS, AS WHEN THE APOSTLE PAUL SAYS: "ALEXANDER THE COPPERSMITH HAS DONE ME MUCH EVIL; THE LORD SHALL REWARD HIM ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS."(2) SO IT MIGHT BE THOUGHT THAT THE APOSTLE WAS PROMPTED BY ANGRY FEELING TO UTTER THIS IMPRECATION: "I WOULD THAT THEY WERE EVEN MADE EUNUCHS THAT TROUBLE YOU."(3) BUT IF WE REMEMBER WHO THE WRITER IS, WE MAY SEE IN THIS AMBIGUOUS EXPRESSION AN INGENIOUS STYLE OF BENEDICTION. FOR THERE ARE EUNUCHS WHICH HAVE MADE THEMSELVES EUNUCHS FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN'S SAKE. (4) IF FAUSTUS HAD A PIOUS APPETITE FOR CHRISTIAN FOOD, HE WOULD HAVE FOUND A SIMILAR AMBIGUITY IN THE WORDS OF MOSES. BY THE JEWS THE DECLARATION, "THOU SHALT SEE THY LIFE HANGING, AND SHALT NOT BELIEVE THY LIFE," MAY HAVE BEEN UNDERSTOOD TO MEAN THAT THEY WOULD SEE THEIR LIFE TO BE IN DANGER FROM THE THREATS AND PLOTS OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND WOULD NOT EXPECT TO LIVE. BUT THE CHILD OF THE GOSPEL, WHO HAS HEARD CHRIST SAY, "HE WROTE OF ME." DISTINGUISHES IN THE AMBIGUITY OF THE PROPHECY BETWEEN WHAT IS THROWN TO SWINE AND WHAT IS ADDRESSED TO MAN. TO HIS MIND THE THOUGHT IMMEDIATELY SUGGESTS ITSELF OF CHRIST HANGING AS THE LIFE OF MAN, AND OF THE JEWS NOT BELIEVING IN HIM FOR THIS VERY REASON, THAT THEY SAW HIM HANGING. AS TO THE OBJECTION THAT THESE WORDS, "THOU SHALT SEE THY LIFE HANGING, AND SHALT NOT BELIEVE THY LIFE," ARE THE ONLY WORDS REFERRING TO CHRIST IN A PASSAGE CONTAINING MALEDICTIONS NOT APPLICABLE TO CHRIST, SOME MIGHT GRANT THAT THIS IS TRUE. FOR THIS PROPHECY MIGHT VERY WELL OCCUR AMONG THE CURSES PRONOUNCED BY THE PROPHET UPON THE UNGODLY PEOPLE, FOR THESE CURSES ARE OF DIFFERENT KINDS. BUT I, AND THOSE WHO WITH ME. CONSIDER MORE CLOSELY THE SAYING OF THE LORD IN HIS GOSPEL, WHICH IS NOT, HE WROTE ALSO OF ME, AS ADMITTING THAT MOSES WROTE OTHER THINGS NOT REFERRING TO CHRIST, BUT, "HE WROTE OF ME," AS TEACHING THAT IN SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES WE SHOULD VIEW THEM AS INTENDED SOLELY TO ILLUSTRATE THE GRACE OF CHRIST, SEE A REFERENCE TO CHRIST IN THE REST OF THE PASSAGE ALSO. BUT IT WOULD TAKE TOO MUCH TIME TO EXPLAIN THIS HERE. 
23. SO FAR FROM THESE WORDS OF FAUSTUS' QUOTATION BEING PROVED NOT TO REFER TO CHRIST BY THEIR OCCURRING AMONG THE OTHER CURSES, THESE CURSES CANNOT BE RIGHTLY UNDERSTOOD EXCEPT AS PROPHECIES OF THE GLORY OF CHRIST, IN WHICH LIES THE HAPPINESS OF MAN. AND WHAT IS TRUE OF THESE CURSES IS STILL MORE TRUE OF THIS QUOTATION. IF IT COULD BE SAID OF MOSES THAT HIS WORDS HAVE A DIFFERENT MEANING FROM WHAT WAS IN HIS MIND, I WOULD RATHER SUPPOSE HIM TO HAVE PROPHESIED WITHOUT KNOWING IT, THAN ALLOW THAT THE WORDS, "THOU SHALT SEE THY LIFE HANGING, AND SHALT NOT BELIEVE THY LIFE," ARE NOT APPLICABLE TO CHRIST. SO THE WORDS OF CAIAPHAS HAD A DIFFERENT MEANING FROM WHAT HE INTENDED, WHEN, IN HIS HOSTILITY TO CHRIST, HE SAID THAT IT WAS EXPEDIENT THAT ONE MAN SHOULD DIE FOR THE PEOPLE, AND THAT THE WHOLE NATION SHOULD NOT PERISH, WHERE THE EVANGELIST ADDED THAT HE SAID THIS NOT OF HIMSELF, BUT, SINCE HE WAS HIGH PRIEST, HE PROPHESIED.(5) BUT MOSES WAS NOT CAIAPHAS; AND THEREFORE WHEN MOSES SAID 16 THE HEBREW PEOPLE, "THOU SHALT SEE THY LIFE HANGING, AND SHALT NOT BELIEVE THY LIFE," HE NOT ONLY SPOKE OF CHRIST, AS HE CERTAINLY DID, EVEN THOUGH HE SPOKE WITHOUT KNOWING THE MEANING OF WHAT HE SAID, LINT HE KNEW THAT HE SPOKE OF CHRIST. FOR HE WAS A MOST FAITHFUL STEWARD OF THE PROPHETIC MYSTERY, THAT IS, OF THE PRIESTLY UNCTION WHICH GIVES THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST; AND IN THIS MYSTERY EVEN CAIAPHAS, WICKED AS HE WAS, WAS ABLE TO PROPHESY WITHOUT KNOWING IT. THE PROPHETIC UNCTION ENABLED HIM TO PROPHESY, THOUGH HIS WICKED LIFE PREVENTED HIM FROM KNOWING IT. WHO THEN CAN SAY THAT THERE ARE NO PROPHECIES OF CHRIST IN MOSES, WITH WHOM BEGAN THAT UNCTION TO WHICH WE OWE THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST'S NAME, AND BY WHICH EVEN CAIAPHAS, THE PERSECUTOR OF CHRIST, PROPHESIED OF CHRIST WITHOUT KNOWING IT? 
24. WE HAVE ALREADY SAID AS MUCH AS APPEARED DESIRABLE OF THE CURSE PRONOUNCED ON EVERY ONE THAT HANGS ON A TREE. ENOUGH HAS BEEN SAID TO SHOW THAT THE COMMAND TO KILL ANY PROPHET OR PRINCE WHO TRIED TO TURN AWAY THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL FROM THEIR GOD, OR TO BREAK ANY COMMANDMENT, IS NOT DIRECTED AGAINST CHRIST. THE MORE WE CONSIDER THE WORDS AND ACTIONS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE MORE CLEARLY WILL THIS APPEAR; FOR CHRIST NEVER TRIED TO TURN AWAY ANY OF THE ISRAELITES FROM THEIR GOD. THE GOD WHOM MOSES TAUGHT THE PEOPLE TO LOVE AND SERVE, IS THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, OF ISAAC, AND OF JACOB, WHOM THE LORD JESUS CHRIST SPEAKS OF BY THIS NAME, USING THE NAME IN REFUTATION OF THE SADDUCEES, WHO DENIED THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. HE SAYS, "OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, HAVE YE NOT READ WHAT GOD SAID FROM THE BUSH TO MOSES, I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB? GOD IS NOT THE GOD OF THE DEAD, BUT OF THE LIVING; FOR ALL LIVE UNTO HIM."(1) IN THE SAME WORDS WITH WHICH CHRIST ANSWERED THE SADDUCEES WE MAY ANSWER THE MANICHAEANS, FOR THEY TOO DENY THE RESURRECTION, THOUGH IN A DIFFERENT WAY. AGAIN, WHEN CHRIST SAID, IN PRAISE OF THE CENTURION'S FAITH, "VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, I HAVE NOT FOUND SO GREAT FAITH, NO, NOT IN ISRAEL," HE ADDED, "AND I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT MANY SHALL COME FROM THE EAST AND FROM THE WEST, AND SHALL SIT DOWN WITH ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; BUT THE CHILDREN OF THE KINGDOM SHALL GO INTO OUTER DARKNESS."(2) IF, THEN, AS FAUSTUS MUST ADMIT, THE GOD OF WHOM MOSES SPOKE WAS THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, OF WHOM CHRIST ALSO SPOKE, AS THESE PASSAGES PROVE, IT FOLLOWS THAT CHRIST DID NOT TRY TO TURN AWAY THE PEOPLE FROM THEIR GOD. ON THE CONTRARY, HE WARNED THEM THAT THEY WOULD GO INTO OUTER DARKNESS, BECAUSE HE SAW THAT THEY WERE TURNED AWAY FROM THEIR GOD, IN WHOSE KINGDOM HE SAYS THE GENTILES CALLED FROM THE WHOLE WORLD WILL SIT DOWN WITH ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB; IMPLYING THAT THEY WOULD BELIEVE IN THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND OF ISAAC, AND OF JACOB. SO, THE APOSTLE ALSO SAYS: "THE SCRIPTURE, FORESEEING THAT GOD WOULD JUSTIFY THE GENTILES BY FAITH, PREACHED THE GOSPEL BEFOREHAND TO ABRAHAM, SAYING, IN THY SEED SHALL ALL NATIONS BE BLESSED."(3) IT IS IMPLIED THAT THOSE WHO ARE BLESSED IN THE SEED OF ABRAHAM SHALL IMITATE THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM. CHRIST, THEN, DID NOT TRY TO TURN AWAY THE ISRAELITES FROM THEIR GOD, BUT RATHER CHARGED THEM WITH BEING TURNED AWAY. THE IDEA THAT CHRIST BROKE ONE OF THE COMMANDMENTS GIVEN BY MOSES IS NOT A NEW ONE, FOR THE JEWS THOUGHT SO; BUT IT IS A MISTAKE, FOR THE JEWS WERE IN THE WRONG. LET FAUSTUS MENTION THE COMMANDMENT WHICH HE SUPPOSES THE LORD TO HAVE BROKEN, AND WE WILL POINT OUT HIS MISTAKE, AS WE HAVE DONE ALREADY, WHEN IT WAS REQUIRED. MEANWHILE IT IS ENOUGH TO SAY, THAT IF THE LORD HAD BROKEN ANY COMMANDMENT, HE COULD NOT HAVE FOUND FAULT WITH THE JEWS FOR DOING SO. FOR WHEN THE JEWS BLAMED HIS DISCIPLES FOR EATING WITH UNWASHEN HANDS, IN WHICH THEY TRANSGRESSED NOT A COMMANDMENT OF GOD, BUT THE TRADITIONS OF THE ELDERS, CHRIST SAID, "WHY DO YE ALSO TRANSGRESS THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD, THAT YE MAY OBSERVE YOUR TRADITIONS?" HE THEN QUOTES A COMMANDMENT OF GOD, WHICH WE KNOW TO HAVE BEEN GIVEN BY MOSES. "FOR GOD SAID," HE ADDS, "HONOR THY FATHER AND MOTHER, AND HE THAT CURSES FATHER OR MOTHER SHALL DIE THE DEATH. BUT YE SAY, WHOEVER SHALL SAY TO HIS FATHER OR MOTHER, IT IS A GIFT, BY WHATSOEVER THOU MIGHT BE PROFITED BY ME, IS NOT OBLIGED TO HONOR HIS FATHER. SO YE MAKE THE WORD OF GOD OF NONE EFFECT BY YOUR TRADITIONS."(4) FROM THIS SEVERAL THINGS MAYBE LEARNED: THAT CHRIST DID NOT TURN AWAY THE JEWS FROM THEIR GOD; THAT HE NOT ONLY DID NOT HIMSELF BREAK GOD'S COMMANDMENTS, BUT FOUND FAULT WITH THOSE WHO DID SO; AND THAT IT WAS GOD HIMSELF WHO GAVE THESE COMMANDMENTS BY MOSES. 
25. IN FULFILLMENT OF OUR PROMISE THAT WE WOULD PROVE THE REFERENCE TO CHRIST IN THOSE PASSAGES SELECTED BY FAUSTUS FROM THE WRITINGS OF MOSES FOR ADVERSE CRITICISM, SINCE WE CANNOT HERE POINT OUT THE REFERENCE TO CHRIST WHICH WE BELIEVE TO EXIST IN ALL THE WRITINGS OF MOSES, IT BECOMES OUR DUTY TO SHOW THAT THIS COMMANDMENT OF MOSES, THAT EVERY PROPHET OR PRINCE SHOULD BE KILLED WHO TRIED TO TURN AWAY THE PEOPLE FROM THEIR GOD, OR TO BREAK ANY COMMANDMENT, REFERS TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE FAITH WHICH IS TAUGHT IN THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. MOSES NO DOUBT KNEW IN THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY, AND FROM WHAT HE HIMSELF HEARD FROM GOD. THAT MANY HERETICS, WOULD ARISE TO TEACH ERRORS OF ALL KINDS AGAINST THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST, AND TO PREACH ANOTHER CHRIST THAN THE TRUE CHRIST. FOR THE TRUE CHRIST IS HE THAT WAS FORETOLD IN THE PROPHECIES UTTERED BY MOSES HIMSELF, AND BY THE OTHER HOLY MEN OF THAT NATION. MOSES ACCORDINGLY COMMANDED THAT WHOEVER TRIED TO TEACH ANOTHER CHRIST SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH. IN OBEDIENCE TO THIS COMMAND, THE VOICE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, AS WITH THE SPIRITUAL TWO-EDGED SWORD OF BOTH TESTAMENTS, PUTS TO DEATH ALL WHO TRY TO TURN US AWAY FROM OUR GOD, OR TO BREAK ANY OF THE COMMANDMENTS. AND CHIEF AMONG THESE IS MANICHAEUS HIMSELF; FOR THE TRUTH OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS CONVINCES HIM OF ERROR AS TRYING TO TURN US AWAY FROM OUR GOD, THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, WHOM CHRIST ACKNOWLEDGES, AND AS TRYING TO BREAK THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LAW, WHICH, EVEN WHEN THEY ARE ONLY FIGURATIVE, WE REGARD AS PROPHETIC OF CHRIST. 
26. FAUSTUS USES AN ARGUMENT WHICH IS EITHER VERY DECEITFUL OR VERY STUPID. AND AS FAUSTUS IS NOT STUPID, IT IS PROBABLE THAT HE USED THE ARGUMENT INTENTIONALLY, WITH THE DESIGN OF MISLEADING THE CARELESS READER. HE SAYS: IF THESE THINGS ARE NOT WRITTEN OF CHRIST, AND IF YOU CANNOT SHOW ANY OTHERS, IT FOLLOWS THAT THERE ARE NONE AT ALL. THE PROPOSITION IS TRUE; BUT IT REMAINS TO BE PROVED, BOTH THAT THESE THINGS ARE NOT WRITTEN OF CHRIST, AND THAT NO OTHER CAN BE SHOWN. FAUSTUS HAS NOT PROVED THIS; FOR WE HAVE SHOWN BOTH HOW THESE THINGS ARE TO BE UNDERSTOOD OF CHRIST, AND THAT THERE ARE MANY OTHER THINGS WHICH HAVE NO MEANING BUT AS APPLIED TO CHRIST. SO IT DOES NOT FOLLOW, AS FAUSTUS SAYS, THAT NOTHING WAS WRITTEN BY MOSES OF CHRIST. LET US REPEAT FAUSTUS' ARGUMENT: IF THESE THINGS ARE NOT WRITTEN OF CHRIST, AND IF YOU CANNOT SHOW ANY OTHERS, IT FOLLOWS THAT THERE ARE NONE AT ALL. PERFECTLY SO. BUT AS BOTH THESE THINGS AND MANY OTHERS HAVE BEEN SHOWN TO BE WRITTEN OF CHRIST, OR WITH REFERENCE TO CHRIST, THE TRUE CONCLUSION IS THAT FAUSTUS' ARGUMENT IS WORTHLESS. IN THE PASSAGES QUOTED BY FAUSTUS, HE HAS TRIED, THOUGH WITHOUT SUCCESS, TO SHOW THAT THEY WERE NOT WRITTEN OF CHRIST. BUT IN ORDER TO DRAW THE CONCLUSION THAT THERE ARE NONE AT ALL, HE SHOULD FIRST HAVE PROVED THAT NO OTHERS CAN BE SHOWN. INSTEAD OF THIS, HE TAKES FOR GRANTED THAT THE READERS OF HIS BOOK WILL BE BLIND, OR THE HEARERS DEAF, SO THAT THE OMISSION WILL BE OVERLOOKED, AND RUNS ON THUS: IF THERE ARE NONE, CHRIST COULD NOT HAVE ASSERTED THAT THERE WERE ANY. AND IF CHRIST DID NOT MAKE THIS ASSERTION, IT FOLLOWS THAT THIS VERSE IS SPURIOUS. HERE IS A MAN WHO THINKS SO MUCH OF WHAT HE SAYS HIMSELF, THAT HE DOES NOT CONSIDER THE POSSIBILITY OF ANOTHER PERSON SAYING THE OPPOSITE. WHERE IS YOUR WIT? IS THIS ALL YOU COULD SAY FOR A BAD CAUSE? BUT IF THE BADNESS OF THE CAUSE MADE YOU UTTER FOLLY, THE BAD CAUSE WAS YOUR OWN CHOICE. TO PROVE YOUR ANTECEDENT FALSE, WE HAVE ONLY TO SHOW SOME OTHER THINGS WRITTEN OF CHRIST. IF THERE ARE SOME, IT WILL NOT BE TRUE THAT THERE ARE NONE. AND IF THERE ARE SOME, CHRIST MAY HAVE ASSERTED THAT THERE WERE. AND IF CHRIST MAY HAVE ASSERTED THIS, T FOLLOWS THAT THIS VERSE OF THE GOSPEL IS NOT SPURIOUS. COMING BACK, THEN, TO FAUSTUS' PROPOSITION, IF YOU CANNOT SHOW ANY OTHER, IT FOLLOWS THAT THERE ARE NONE AT ALL, IT REQUIRES TO BE PROVED THAT WE CANNOT SHOW ANY OTHER. WE NEED ONLY REFER TO WHAT WE SHOWED BEFORE, AS SUFFICIENT TO PROVE THE TRUTH OF THE TEXT IN THE GOSPEL, IN WHICH CHRIST SAYS, "IF YE BELIEVED MOSES, YE WOULD ALSO BELIEVE ME; FOR HE WROTE OF ME." AND EVEN THOUGH FROM DULLNESS OF MIND WE COULD FIND NOTHING WRITTEN OF CHRIST BY MOSES, STILL, SO STRONG IS THE EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE GOSPEL, THAT IT WOULD BE INCUMBENT ON US TO BELIEVE THAT NOT ONLY SOME THINGS, BUT EVERYTHING WRITTEN BY MOSES, REFERS TO CHRIST; FOR HE SAYS NOT, HE WROTE ALSO OF ME, BUT HE WROTE OF ME. THE TRUTH THEN IS THIS, THAT EVEN THOUGH THERE WERE DOUBTS, WHICH GOD FORBID, OF THE GENUINENESS OF THIS VERSE, THE DOUBT WOULD BE REMOVED BY THE NUMBER OF TESTIMONIES TO CHRIST WHICH WE FIND IN MOSES; WHILE, ON THE OTHER HAND, EVEN IF WE COULD FIND NONE, WE SHOULD STILL BE BOUND TO BELIEVE THAT THESE ARE TO BE FOUND, BECAUSE NO DOUBTS CAN BE ADMITTED REGARDING ANY VERSE IN THE GOSPEL. 
27. AS TO YOUR ARGUMENT THAT THE DOCTRINE OF MOSES WAS UNLIKE THAT OF CHRIST, AND THAT THEREFORE IT WAS IMPROBABLE THAT IF THEY BELIEVED MOSES, THEY WOULD BELIEVE CHRIST TOO; AND THAT IT WOULD RATHER FOLLOW THAT THEIR BELIEF IN ONE WOULD IMPLY OF NECESSITY OPPOSITION TO THE OTHER,--YOU COULD NOT HAVE SAID THIS IF YOU HAD TURNED YOUR MIND'S EYE FOR A MOMENT TO SEE MEN ALL THE WORLD OVER, WHEN THEY ARE NOT BLINDED BY A CONTENTIOUS SPIRIT, LEARNED AND UNLEARNED, GREEK AND BARBARIAN, WISE AND UNWISE, TO WHOM THE APOSTLE CALLED HIMSELF A DEBTOR,(1) BELIEVING IN BOTH CHRIST AND MOSES. IF IT WAS IMPROBABLE THAT THE JEWS WOULD BELIEVE BOTH CHRIST AND MOSES, IT IS STILL MORE IMPROBABLE THAT ALL THE WORLD WOULD DO SO. BUT AS WE SEE ALL NATIONS BELIEVING BOTH, AND IN A COMMON AND WELL-GROUNDED FAITH HOLDING THE AGREEMENT OF THE PROPHECY OF THE ONE WITH THE GOSPEL OF THE OTHER, IT WAS NO IMPOSSIBLE THING TO WHICH THIS ONE NATION WAS CALLED, WHEN CHRIST SAID TO THEM, "IF YE BELIEVED MOSES, YE WOULD ALSO BELIEVE ME." RATHER WE SHOULD BE AMAZED AT THE GUILTY OBSTINACY OF THE JEWS, WHO REFUSED TO DO WHAT WE SEE THE WHOLE WORLD HAS DONE. 
28. REGARDING THE SABBATH AND CIRCUMCISION, AND THE DISTINCTION IN FOODS, IN WHICH YOU SAY THE TEACHING OF MOSES DIFFERS FROM WHAT CHRISTIANS ARE TAUGHT BY CHRIST, WE HAVE ALREADY SHOWN THAT, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "ALL THOSE THINGS WERE OUR EXAMPLES."(2) THE DIFFERENCE IS NOT IN THE DOCTRINE, BUT IN THE TIME. THERE WAS A TIME WHEN IT WAS PROPER THAT THESE THINGS SHOULD BE FIGURATIVELY PREDICTED; AND THERE IS NOW A DIFFERENT TIME WHEN IT IS PROPER THAT THEY SHOULD BE OPENLY DECLARED AND FULLY ACCOMPLISHED. IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT THE JEWS, WHO UNDERSTOOD THE SABBATH IN A CARNAL SENSE, SHOULD OPPOSE CHRIST, WHO BEGAN TO OPEN UP ITS SPIRITUAL MEANING. REPLY, IF YOU CAN, TO THE APOSTLE, WHO DECLARES THAT THE REST OF THE SABBATH WAS A SHADOW OF SOMETHING FUTURE. (1) IF THE JEWS OPPOSED CHRIST BECAUSE THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT THE TRUE SABBATH IS, THERE IS NO REASON WHY YOU SHOULD OPPOSE HIM, OR REFUSE TO LEARN WHAT TRUE INNOCENCE IS. FOR ON THAT OCCASION WHEN JESUS APPEARS ESPECIALLY, TO SET ASIDE THE SABBATH, WHEN HIS DISCIPLES WERE HUNGRY, AND PULLED THE EARS OF CORN THROUGH WHICH THEY WERE PASSING, AND ATE THEM, JESUS, IN REPLYING TO THE JEWS, DECLARED HIS DISCIPLES TO BE INNOCENT. "IF YOU KNEW," HE SAID "WHAT THIS MEANS, I WILL HAVE MERCY, AND NOT SACRIFICE, YOU WOULD NOT HAVE CONDEMNED THE INNOCENT."(2) THEY SHOULD RATHER HAVE PITIED THE WANTS OF THE DISCIPLES, FOR HUNGER FORCED THEM TO DO WHAT THEY DID. BUT PULLING EARS OF CORN, WHICH IS INNOCENCE IN THE TEACHING OF CHRIST, IS MURDER IN THE TEACHING OF MANICHAEUS. OR WAS IT AN ACT OF CHARITY IN THE APOSTLES TO PULL THE EARS OF CORN, THAT THEY MIGHT IN EATING SET FREE THE MEMBERS OF GOD, AS IN YOUR FOOLISH NOTIONS? THEN IT MUST BE CRUELTY IN YOU NOT TO DO THE SAME. FAUSTUS' REASON FOR SETTING ASIDE THE SABBATH IS BECAUSE HE KNOWS THAT GOD'S POWER IS EXERCISED WITHOUT CESSATION, AND WITHOUT WEARINESS. IT IS FOR THOSE TO SAY THIS, WHO BELIEVE THAT ALL TIMES ARE THE PRODUCTION OF AN ETERNAL ACT OF GOD'S WILL. BUT YOU WILL FIND IT DIFFICULT TO RECONCILE THIS WITH YOUR DOCTRINE, THAT THE REBELLION OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS BROKE YOUR GOD'S REST, WHICH WAS ALSO DISTURBED BY A SUDDEN ATTACK OF THE ENEMY; OR PERHAPS GOD NEVER HAD REST, AS HE FORESAW THIS FROM ETERNITY, AND COULD NOT FEEL AT EASE IN THE PROSPECT OF SO DIRE A CONFLICT, WITH SUCH LOSS AND DISASTER TO HIS MEMBERS. 
29. UNLESS CHRIST HAD CONSIDERED THIS SABBATH-WHICH IN YOUR WANT OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF PIETY YOU LAUGH AT--ONE OF THE PROPHECIES WRITTEN OF HIMSELF, HE WOULD NOT HAVE BORNE SUCH A TESTIMONY TO IT AS HE DID. FOR WHEN, AS YOU SAY IN PRAISE OF CHRIST, HE SUFFERED VOLUNTARILY, AND SO COULD CHOOSE HIS OWN TIME FOR SUFFERING AND FOR RESURRECTION, HE BROUGHT IT ABOUT THAT HIS BODY RESTED FROM ALL ITS WORKS ON SABBATH IN THE TOMB, AND THAT HIS RESURRECTION ON THE THIRD DAY. WHICH WE CALL THE LORD'S DAY, THE DAY AFTER THE SABBATH, AND THEREFORE THE EIGHTH, PROVED THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE EIGHTH DAY TO BE ALSO PROPHETICAL OF HIM. FOR WHAT DOES CIRCUMCISION MEAN, BUT THE ERADICATION OF THE MORTALITY WHICH COMES FROM OUR CARNAL GENERATION? SO, THE APOSTLE SAYS: "PUTTING OFF FROM HIMSELF HIS FLESH, HE MADE A SHOW OF PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS, TRIUMPHING OVER THEM IN HIMSELF."(3) THE FLESH HERE SAID TO BE PUT OFF IS THAT MORTALITY OF FLESH ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH THE BODY IS PROPERLY CALLED FLESH. THE FLESH IS THE MORTALITY, FOR IN THE IMMORTALITY OF THE RESURRECTION THERE WILL BE NO FLESH; AS IT IS WRITTEN, "FLESH AND BLOOD SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD." YOU ARE ACCUSTOMED TO ARGUE FROM THESE WORDS AGAINST OUR FAITH IN THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY, WHICH HAS ALREADY TAKEN PLACE IN THE LORD HIMSELF. YOU KEEP OUT OF VIEW THE FOLLOWING WORDS, IN WHICH THE APOSTLE EXPLAINS HIS MEANING. TO SHOW WHAT HE HERE MEANS BY FLESH, HE ADDS, "NEITHER SHALL CORRUPTION INHERIT INCORRUPTION." FOR THIS BODY, WHICH FROM ITS MORTALITY IS PROPERLY CALLED FLESH, IS CHANGED IN THE RESURRECTION, SO AS TO BE NO LONGER CORRUPTIBLE ARID MORTAL. THIS IS THE APOSTLE'S STATEMENT, AND NOT A SUPPOSITION OF OURS, AS HIS NEXT WORDS PROVE. "LO" HE SAYS, "I SHOW YOU A MYSTERY: WE SHALL ALL USE AGAIN, BUT WE SHALL NOT ALL BE CHANGED. IN A MOMENT, IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE, AT THE LAST TRUMP; FOR THE LAST TRUMPET SHALL SOUND, AND THE DEAD SHALL RISE INCORRUPTIBLE, AND WE SHALL BE CHANGED. FOR THIS CORRUPTIBLE MUST PUT ON INCORRUPTION, AND THIS MORTAL MUST PUT ON IMMORTALITY."(4) TO PUT ON IMMORTALITY, THE BODY PUTS OFF MORTALITY. THIS IS THE MYSTERY OF CIRCUMCISION, WHICH BY THE LAW TOOK PLACE ON THE EIGHTH DAY; AND ON THE EIGHTH DAY, THE LORD'S DAY, THE DAY AFTER THE SABBATH, WAS FULFILLED IN ITS TRUE MEANING BY THE LORD. HENCE IT IS SAID, "PUTTING OFF HIS FLESH, HE MADE A SHOW OF PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS." FOR BY MEANS OF THIS MORTALITY THE HOSTILE POWERS OF HELL RULED OVER US. CHRIST IS SAID TO HAVE MADE A SHOW OR EXAMPLE OF THESE, BECAUSE IN HIMSELF, OUR HEAD, HE GAVE AN EXAMPLE WHICH WILL BE FULLY REALIZED IN THE LIBERATION OF HIS WHOLE BODY, THE CHURCH, FROM THE POWER OF THE DEVIL AT THE LAST RESURRECTION. THIS IS OUR FAITH. AND ACCORDING TO THE PROPHETIC DECLARATION QUOTED BY PAUL, "THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." THIS IS OUR JUSTIFICATION. (5) EVEN PAGANS BELIEVE THAT CHRIST DIED. BUT ONLY CHRISTIANS BELIEVE THAT CHRIST ROSE AGAIN. "IF THOU CONFESS WITH THY MOUTH," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "THAT JESUS IS THE LORD, AND BELIEVE IN THY HEART THAT GOD RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD, THOU SHALT BE SAVED."(1) AGAIN, BECAUSE WE ARE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH IN CHRIST'S RESURRECTION, THE APOSTLE SAYS, "HE DIED FOR OUR OFFENSES, AND ROSE AGAIN FOR OUR JUSTIFICATION."(2) AND BECAUSE THIS RESURRECTION BY FAITH IN WHICH WE ARE JUSTIFIED WAS PREFIGURED BY THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE EIGHTH DAY, THE APOSTLE SAYS OF ABRAHAM, WITH WHOM THE OBSERVANCE BEGAN, "HE RECEIVED THE SIGN OF CIRCUMCISION, A SEAL OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF FAITH."(3) CIRCUMCISION, THEN, IS ONE OF THE PROPHECIES OF CHRIST, WRITTEN BY MOSES, OF WHOM CHRIST SAID, "HE WROTE OF ME." IN THE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE LORD, "WOE UNTO YOU, SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, HYPOCRITES! FOR YE COMPASS SEA AND LAND TO MAKE ONE PROSELYTE; AND WHEN HE IS MADE, YE MAKE HIM TWOFOLD MORE THE CHILD OF HELL THAN YOURSELVES,"(4) IT IS NOT THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE PROSELYTE WHICH IS MEANT, BUT HIS IMITATION OF THE CONDUCT OF THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, WHICH THE LORD FORBIDS HIS DISCIPLES TO IMITATE, WHEN HE SAYS: "THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES SIT ON MOSES' SEAT: WHAT THEY SAY UNTO YOU, DO; BUT DO NOT AFTER THEIR WORKS; FOR THEY SAY, AND DO NOT."(5) THESE [SEXLESS] WORDS OF THE LORD TEACH US BOTH THE HONOR DUE TO THE TEACHING OF MOSES, IN WHOSE SEAT EVEN BAD MEN WERE OBLIGED TO TEACH GOOD THINGS, AND THE REASON OF THE PROSELYTE BECOMING A CHILD OF HELL, WHICH WAS NOT THAT HE HEARD FROM THE PHARISEES THE WORDS OF THE LAW, BUT THAT HE COPIED THEIR EXAMPLE. SUCH A CIRCUMCISED PROSELYTE MIGHT HAVE BEEN ADDRESSED IN THE WORDS OF PAUL: "CIRCUMCISION VERILY PROFITS, IF THOU KEEP THE LAW."(6) HIS IMITATION OF THE PHARISEES IN NOT KEEPING THE LAW MADE HIM A CHILD OF HELL. AND HE WAS TWOFOLD MORE THAN THEY, PROBABLY BECAUSE OF HIS NEGLECTING TO FULFILL WHAT HE VOLUNTARILY UNDERTOOK, WHEN, NOT BEING BORN A JEW, HE CHOSE TO BECOME A JEW. 
30. YOUR SCOFF IS VERY INAPPROPRIATE, WHEN YOU SAY THAT MOSES DISCUSSES LIKE A GLUTTON WHAT SHOULD BE EATEN, AND COMMANDS SOME THINGS TO BE FREELY USED AS CLEAN, AND OTHER THINGS AS UNCLEAN TO BE NOT EVEN TOUCHED. A GLUTTON MAKES NO DISTINCTION, EXCEPT IN CHOOSING THE SWEETEST FOOD. PERHAPS YOU WISH TO COMMEND TO THE ADMIRATION OF THE UNINITIATED THE INNOCENCE OF YOUR ABSTEMIOUS HABITS, BY APPEARING NOT TO KNOW, OR TO HAVE FORGOTTEN, THAT SWINE'S FLESH TASTES BETTER THAN MUTTON. BUT AS THIS TOO WAS WRITTEN BY MOSES OF CHRIST IN FIGURATIVE PROPHECY, IN WHICH THE FLESH OF ANIMALS SIGNIFIES THOSE WHO ARE TO BE UNITED TO THE BODY OF CHRIST, WHICH IS THE CHURCH, OR WHO ARE TO BE CAST OUT, YOU ARE TYPIFIED BY THE UNCLEAN ANIMALS; FOR YOUR DISAGREEMENT WITH THE CATHOLIC FAITH SHOWS THAT YOU DO NOT RUMINATE ON THE WORD OF WISDOM, AND THAT YOU DO NOT DIVIDE THE HOOF, IN THE SENSE OF MAKING A CORRECT DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE NEW. BUT YOU SHOW STILL MORE AUDACITY IN ADOPTING THE ERRONEOUS OPINIONS OF YOUR ADIMANTUS. 
31. YOU FOLLOW ADIMANTUS IN SAYING THAT CHRIST MADE NO DISTINCTION IN FOOD, EXCEPT IN ENTIRELY PROHIBITING THE USE OF ANIMAL FOOD TO HIS DISCIPLES, WHILE HE ALLOWED THE LAITY TO EAT ANYTHING THAT IS EATABLE; AND DECLARED THAT THEY WERE NOT POLLUTED BY WHAT ENTERS INTO THE MOUTH, BUT THAT THE UNSEEMLY THINGS WHICH COME OUT OF THE MOUTH ARE THE THINGS WHICH DEFILE A MAN. THESE WORDS OF YOURS ARE UNSEEMLY INDEED, FOR THEY EXPRESS NOTORIOUS FALSEHOOD. IF CHRIST TAUGHT THAT THE EVIL THINGS WHICH COME OUT OF THE MOUTH ARE THE ONLY THINGS THAT DEFILE A MAN, WHY SHOULD THEY NOT BE THE ONLY THINGS TO DEFILE HIS DISCIPLES, SO AS TO MAKE IT UNNECESSARY THAT ANY FOOD SHOULD BE FORBIDDEN OR UNCLEAN? IS IT ONLY THE LAITY THAT ARE NOT POLLUTED BY WHAT GOES INTO THE MOUTH, BUT BY WHAT COMES OUT OF IT? IN THAT CASE, THEY ARE BETTER PROTECTED FROM IMPURITY THAN THE SAINTS, WHO ARE POLLUTED BOTH BY WHAT GOES IN AND BY WHAT COMES OUT. BUT AS CHRIST, COMPARING HIMSELF WITH JOHN, WHO CAME NEITHER EATING NOR DRINKING, SAYS THAT HE CAME EATING AND DRINKING, I SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT HE ATE AND DRANK. WHEN EXPOSING THE PERVERSITY WHICH FOUND FAULT WITH BOTH, HE SAYS: "JOHN CAME NEITHER EATING NOR DRINKING; AND YE SAY, HE HATH A DEVIL. THE SON OF MAN COMETH EATING AND DRINKING; AND YE SAY, BEHOLD A GLUTTON AND A WINE-BIBBER, A FRIEND OF PUBLICANS AND SINNERS."(7) WE KNOW WHAT JOHN ATE AND DRANK. FOR IT IS NOT SAID THAT HE DRANK NOTHING, BUT THAT HE DRANK NO WINE OR STRONG DRINK; SO, HE MUST HAVE DRUNK WATER. HE DID NOT LIVE WITHOUT FOOD, BUT HIS FOOD WAS LOCUSTS AND WILD HONEY. (8) WHEN CHRIST SAYS THAT JOHN DID NOT EAT OR DRINK, HE MEANS THAT HE DID NOT USE THE FOOD WHICH THE JEWS USED. AND BECAUSE THE LORD USED THIS FOOD, HE IS SPOKEN OF, IN CONTRAST WITH JOHN, AS EATING AND DRINKING. WILL IT BE SAID THAT IT WAS BREAD AND VEGETABLES WHICH THE LORD ATE, AND WHICH JOHN DID NOT EAT? IT WOULD BE STRANGE IF ONE WAS SAID NOT TO EAT, BECAUSE HE USED LOCUSTS AND HONEY, WHILE THE OTHER IS SAID TO EAT SIMPLY BECAUSE HE USED BREAD AND VEGETABLES. BUT WHATEVER MAY BE THOUGHT OF THE EATING, CERTAINLY NO ONE COULD BE CALLED A WINE-BIBBER UNLESS HE USED WINE. WHY THEN DO YOU CALL WINE UNCLEAN? IT IS NOT IN ORDER TO SUBDUE THE BODY BY ABSTINENCE THAT YOU PROHIBIT THESE THINGS, BUT BECAUSE THEY ARE UNCLEAN, FOR YOU SAY THAT THEY ARE THE POISONOUS FILTH OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS; WHEREAS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "TO THE PURE ALL THINGS ARE PURE."(1) CHRIST, ACCORDING TO THIS DOCTRINE, TAUGHT THAT ALL FOOD WAS ALIKE, BUT FORBADE HIS DISCIPLES TO USE WHAT THE MANICHAEANS CALL UNCLEAN. WHERE DO YOU FIND THIS PROHIBITION? YOU ARE NOT AFRAID TO DECEIVE MEN BY FALSEHOOD; BUT IN GOD'S RIGHTEOUS PROVIDENCE, YOU ARE SO BLINDED THAT YOU PROVIDE US WITH THE MEANS OF REFUTING YOU. FOR I CANNOT RESIST QUOTING FOR EXAMINATION THE WHOLE OF THAT PASSAGE OF THE GOSPEL WHICH FAUSTUS USES AGAINST MOSES; THAT WE MAY SEE FROM IT THE FALSEHOOD OF WHAT WAS SAID FIRST BY ADIMANTUS, AND HERE BY FAUSTUS, THAT THE LORD JESUS FORBADE THE USE OF ANIMAL FOOD TO HIS DISCIPLES, AND ALLOWED IT TO THE LAITY. AFTER CHRIST'S REPLY TO THE ACCUSATION THAT HIS DISCIPLES ATE WITH UNWASHEN HANDS, WE READ IN THE GOSPEL AS FOLLOWS: "AND HE CALLED THE MULTITUDE, AND SAID UNTO THEM, HEAR AND UNDERSTAND. NOT THAT WHICH GOES INTO THE MOUTH DEFILES A MAN: BUT THAT WHICH COMETH OUT OF THE MOUTH, THIS DEFILES A MAN. THEN CAME HIS DISCIPLES, AND SAID UNTO HIM, KNOW THOU THAT THE PHARISEES WERE OFFENDED AFTER THEY HEARD THIS SAYING?" HERE, WHEN ADDRESSED BY HIS DISCIPLES, HE OUGHT CERTAINLY, ACCORDING TO THE MANICHAEANS, TO HAVE GIVEN THEM SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS TO ABSTAIN FROM ANIMAL FOOD, AND TO SHOW THAT HIS WORDS, "NOT THAT WHICH GOES INTO THE MOUTH DEFILES A MAN, BUT THAT WHICH GOES OUT OF THE MOUTH," APPLIED TO THE MULTITUDE ONLY. LET US HEAR, THEN, WHAT, ACCORDING TO THE EVANGELIST, THE LORD REPLIED, NOT TO THE MULTITUDE, BUT TO HIS DISCIPLES: "BUT HE ANSWERED AND SAID, EVERY PLANT WHICH MY HEAVENLY FATHER HATH NOT PLANTED SHALL BE ROOTED UP. LET THEM ALONE: THEY BE BLIND LEADERS OF THE BLIND. AND IF THE BLIND LEAD THE BLIND, BOTH SHALL FALL INTO THE DITCH." THE REASON OF THIS WAS, THAT IN THEIR DESIRE TO OBSERVE THEIR OWN TRADITIONS, THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. AS YET THE DISCIPLES HAD NOT ASKED THE MASTER HOW THEY WERE TO UNDERSTAND WHAT HE HAD SAID TO THE MULTITUDE. BUT NOW THEY DO SO; FOR THE EVANGELIST ADDS: THEN ANSWERED PETER AND SAID UNTO HIM, DECLARE UNTO US THIS PARABLE." THIS SHOWS THAT PETER THOUGHT THAT WHEN THE LORD SAID, "NOT THAT WHICH GOES INTO THE MOUTH DEFILES A MAN, BUT THAT WHICH GOES OUT OF THE MOUTH," HE DID NOT SPEAK PLAINLY AND LITERALLY, BUT, AS USUAL, WISHED TO CONVEY SOME INSTRUCTION UNDER THE GUISE OF A PARABLE. WHEN HIS DISCIPLES, THEN, PUT THIS QUESTION IN PRIVATE, DOES HE TELL THEM, AS THE MANICHAEANS SAY, THAT ALL ANIMAL FOOD IS UNCLEAN, AND THAT THEY MUST NEVER TOUCH IT? INSTEAD OF THIS, HE REBUKES THEM FOR NOT UNDERSTANDING HIS PLAIN LANGUAGE, AND FOR THINKING IT A PARABLE WHEN IT WAS NOT. WE READ: "AND JESUS SAID, ARE YE ALSO YET WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING? DO NOT YE YET UNDERSTAND, THAT WHATSOEVER ENTERS IN AT THE MOUTH GOES INTO THE BELLY, AND IS CAST OUT INTO THE DROUGHT? BUT THOSE THINGS WHICH PROCEED OUT OF THE MOUTH COME FORTH FROM THE HEART, AND THEY DEFILE THE MAN. FOR OUT OF THE HEART PROCEED EVIL THOUGHTS, MURDERS, ADULTERIES, FORNICATIONS, THEFTS, FALSE WITNESS, BLASPHEMIES. THESE ARE THE THINGS WHICH DEFILE A MAN: BUT TO EAT WITH UNWASHEN HANDS DEFILES NOT A MAN." (2) 
32. HERE WE HAVE A COMPLETE EXPOSURE OF THE FALSEHOOD OF THE MANICHAEANS: FOR IT IS PLAIN THAT THE LORD DID NOT IN THIS MATTER TEACH ONE THING TO THE MULTITUDE, AND ANOTHER IN PRIVATE TO HIS DISCIPLES. HERE IS ABUNDANT EVIDENCE THAT THE ERROR AND DECEIT ARE IN THE MANICHAEANS, AND NOT IN MOSES, NOR IN CHRIST, NOR IN THE DOCTRINE TAUGHT FIGURATIVELY IN ONE TESTAMENT AND PLAINLY IN THE OTHER, PROPHESIED IN ONE, AND FULFILLED IN THE OTHER. HOW CAN THE MANICHAEANS SAY THAT THE CATHOLICS REGARD NONE OF THE THINGS THAT MOSES WROTE, WHEN IN FACT THEY OBSERVE THEM ALL, NOT NOW IN THE FIGURES, BUT IN WHAT THE FIGURES WERE INTENDED TO FORETELL? NO ONE WOULD SAY THAT ONE WHO READS THE SCRIPTURE SUBSEQUENTLY TO ITS BEING WRITTEN DOES NOT OBSERVE IT BECAUSE HE DOES NOT FORM THE LETTERS WHICH HE READS. THE LETTERS ARE THE FIGURES OF THE SOUNDS WHICH HE UTTERS; AND THOUGH HE DOES NOT FORM THE LETTERS, HE CANNOT READ WITHOUT EXAMINING THEM. THE REASON WHY THE JEWS DID NOT BELIEVE IN CHRIST, WAS BECAUSE THEY DID NOT OBSERVE EVEN THE PLAIN LITERAL PRECEPTS OF MOSES. SO, CHRIST SAYS TO THEM: "YE PAY TITHE OF MINT AND CUMMIN, AND OMIT THE WEIGHTIER MATTERS OF THE LAW, MERCY AND JUDGMENT. YE STRAIN OUT A GNAT AND SWALLOW A CAMEL. THESE OUGHT YE TO HAVE DONE, AND NOT TO LEAVE THE OTHER UNDONE."(3) SO ALSO HE TOLD THEM THAT BY THEIR TRADITIONS THEY MADE OF NONE EFFECT THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD TO GIVE HONOR TO PARENTS. ON ACCOUNT OF THIS PRIDE AND PERVERSITY IN NEGLECTING WHAT THEY UNDERSTOOD, THEY WERE JUSTLY BLINDED, SO THAT THEY COULD NOT UNDERSTAND THE OTHER THINGS. 
33. YOU SEE, MY ARGUMENT IS NOT THAT IF YOU ARE A CHRISTIAN YOU MUST BELIEVE CHRIST WHEN HE SAYS THAT MOSES WROTE OF HIM, AND THAT IF YOU DO NOT BELIEVE THIS YOU ARE NO CHRISTIAN. THE ACCOUNT YOU GIVE OF YOURSELF IN ASKING TO BE DEALT WITH AS A JEW OR A GENTILE IS YOUR OWN AFFAIR. MY ENDEAVOR IS TO LEAVE NO AVENUE OF ERROR OPEN TO YOU. I HAVE SHUT YOU OUT, TOO, FROM THAT PRECIPICE TO WHICH YOU RUSH AS A LAST RESORT, WHEN YOU SAY THAT THESE ARE SPURIOUS PASSAGES IN THE GOSPEL; SO THAT, FREED FROM THE PERNICIOUS INFLUENCE OF THIS OPINION, YOU MAY BE REDUCED TO THE NECESSITY OF BELIEVING IN CHRIST. YOU SAY YOU WISH TO BE TAUGHT LIKE THE CHRISTIAN THOMAS, WHOM CHRIST DID NOT SPURN FROM HIM BECAUSE HE DOUBTED OF HIM, BUT IN ORDER TO HEAL THE WOUNDS OF HIS MIND, SHOWED HIM THE MARKS OF THE WOUNDS IN HIS OWN BODY. THESE ARE YOUR OWN WORDS. IT IS WELL THAT YOU DESIRE TO BE TAUGHT AS THOMAS WAS. I FEARED YON WOULD MAKE OUT THIS PASSAGE TOO TO BE SPURIOUS. BELIEVE, THEN, THE MARKS OF CHRIST'S WOUNDS. FOR IF THE MARKS WERE REAL, THE WOUNDS MUST HAVE BEEN REAL. AND THE WOUNDS COULD NOT HAVE BEEN REAL, UNLESS HIS BODY HAD BEEN CAPABLE OF REAL WOUNDS; WHICH UPSETS AT ONCE THE WHOLE ERROR OF THE MANICHAEANS. IF YOU SAY THAT THE MARKS WERE UNREAL WHICH CHRIST SHOWED TO HIS DOUBTING DISCIPLE, IT FOLLOWS THAT HE MUST BE A DECEITFUL TEACHER, AND THAT YOU WISH TO BE DECEIVED IN BEING TAUGHT BY HIM. BUT AS NO ONE WISHES TO BE DECEIVED, WHILE MANY, WISH TO DECEIVE, IT IS PROBABLE THAT YOU WOULD RATHER IMITATE THE TEACHING WHICH YOU ASCRIBE TO CHRIST THAN THE LEARNING YOU ASCRIBE TO THOMAS. IF, THEN, YOU BELIEVE THAT CHRIST DECEIVED A DOUBTING INQUIRER BY FALSE MARKS OF WOUNDS, YOU MUST YOURSELF BE REGARDED, NOT AS A SAFE TEACHER, BUT AS A DANGEROUS IMPOSTOR. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF THOMAS TOUCHED THE REAL MARKS OF CHRIST'S WOUNDS, YOU MUST CONFESS THAT CHRIST HAD A REAL BODY. SO, IF YOU BELIEVE AS THOMAS DID, YOU ARE NO MORE A MANICHAEAN. IF YOU DO NOT BELIEVE EVEN WITH THOMAS, YOU MUST BE LEFT TO YOUR INFIDELITY. 
BOOK XVII.
FAUSTUS REJECTS CHRIST'S DECLARATION THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS BUT TO FULFILL THEM, ON THE GROUND THAT IT IS FOUND ONLY IN MATTHEW, WHO WAS NOT PRESENT WHEN THE WORDS PURPORT TO HAVE BEEN SPOKEN. AUGUSTIN REBUKES THE FOLLY OF REFUSING TO BELIEVE MATTHEW AND YET BELIEVING MANICHAEUS, AND SHOWS WHAT THE PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE REALLY MEANS 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: YOU ASK WHY WE DO NOT RECEIVE THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, WHEN CHRIST SAID THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THEM, BUT TO FULFILL THEM. WHERE DO WE LEARN THAT JESUS SAID THIS? FROM MATTHEW, WHO DECLARES THAT HE SAID IT ON THE MOUNT. IN WHOSE PRESENCE WAS IT SAID? IN THE PRESENCE OF PETER, ANDREW, JAMES, AND JOHN--ONLY THESE FOUR; FOR THE REST, INCLUDING MATTHEW HIMSELF, WERE NOT YET CHOSEN. IS IT NOT THE CASE THAT ONE OF THESE FOUR--JOHN, NAMELY--WROTE A GOSPEL? IT IS. DOES HE MENTION THIS SAYING OF JESUS? NO. HOW, THEN, DOES IT HAPPEN THAT WHAT IS NOT RECORDED BY JOHN, WHO WAS ON THE MOUNT, IS RECORDED BY MATTHEW, WHO BECAME A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST LONG AFTER HE CAME DOWN FROM THE MOUNT? IN THE FIRST PLACE, THEN, WE MUST DOUBT WHETHER JESUS EVER SAID THESE WORDS, SINCE THE PROPER WITNESS IS SILENT ON THE MATTER, AND WE HAVE ONLY THE AUTHORITY OF A LESS TRUSTWORTHY WITNESS. BUT, BESIDES THIS, WE SHALL FIND THAT IT IS NOT MATTHEW THAT HAS IMPOSED UPON US, BUT SOME ONE ELSE UNDER HIS NAME, AS IS EVIDENT FROM THE INDIRECT STYLE OF THE NARRATIVE. THUS, WE READ: "AS JESUS PASSED BY, HE SAW A MAN, NAMED MATTHEW, SITTING AT THE RECEIPT OF CUSTOM, AND CALLED HIM; AND HE IMMEDIATELY ROSE UP, AND FOLLOWED HIM."(1) NO ONE WRITING OF HIMSELF WOULD SAY, HE SAW A MAN, AND CALLED HIM; AND HE FOLLOWED HIM; BUT, HE SAW ME, AND CALLED ME, AND I FOLLOWED HIM. EVIDENTLY THIS WAS WRITTEN NOT BY MATTHEW HIMSELF, BUT BY SOME ONE ELSE UNDER HIS NAME. SINCE, THEN, THE PASSAGE ALREADY QUOTED WOULD NOT BE TRUE EVEN IF IT HAD BEEN WRITTEN BY MATTHEW, SINCE HE WAS NOT PRESENT WHEN JESUS SPOKE ON THE MOUNT; MUCH MORE IS ITS FALSEHOOD EVIDENT FROM THE FACT THAT THE WRITER WAS NOT MATTHEW HIMSELF, BUT SOME ONE BORROWING THE NAMES BOTH OF JESUS AND OF MATTHEW. 
2. THE PASSAGE ITSELF, IN WHICH CHRIST TELLS THE JEWS NOT TO THINK THAT HE CAME TO DESTROY THE LAW, IS RATHER DESIGNED TO SHOW THAT HE DID DESTROY IT. FOR, HAD HE NOT DONE SOMETHING OF THE KIND, THE JEWS WOULD NOT HAVE SUSPECTED HIM. HIS WORDS ARE: "THINK NOT THAT I AM COME TO DESTROY THE LAW." SUPPOSE THE JEWS HAD REPLIED, WHAT ACTIONS OF THINE MIGHT LEAD US TO SUSPECT THIS? IS IT BECAUSE THOU EXPOSE CIRCUMCISION, BREAK THE SABBATH, DISCARD SACRIFICES, MAKE NO DISTINCTION IN FOODS? THIS WOULD BE THE NATURAL ANSWER TO THE WORDS, THINK NOT. THE JEWS HAD THE BEST POSSIBLE REASON FOR THINKING THAT JESUS DESTROYED THE LAW. IF THIS WAS NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, WHAT IS? BUT, INDEED, THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS CONSIDER THEMSELVES ALREADY SO FAULTLESSLY PERFECT, THAT THEY HAVE NO DESIRE TO BE FULFILLED. THEIR AUTHOR AND FATHER CONDEMNS ADDING TO THEM AS MUCH AS TAKING AWAY ANYTHING FROM THEM; AS WE READ IN DEUTERONOMY: "THESE PRECEPTS WHICH I DELIVER UNTO THEE THIS DAY, O ISRAEL, THOU SHALT OBSERVE TO DO; THOU SHALT NOT TURN ASIDE FROM THEM TO THE RIGHT HAND OR TO THE LEFT; THOU SHALT NOT ADD THERETO NOR DIMINISH FROM IT, THAT THY GOD MAY BLESS THEE."(1) WHETHER, THEREFORE, JESUS TURNED ASIDE TO THE RIGHT BY ADDING TO THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS IN ORDER TO FULFILL THEM, OR TO THE LEFT IN TAKING AWAY FROM THEM TO DESTROY THEM, EITHER WAY HE OFFENDED THE AUTHOR OF THE LAW. SO, THIS VERSE MUST EITHER HAVE SOME OTHER MEANING, OR BE SPURIOUS. 
3. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: WHAT AMAZING FOLLY, TO DISBELIEVE WHAT MATTHEW RECORDS OF CHRIST, WHILE YOU BELIEVE MANICHAEUS! IF MATTHEW IS NOT TO BE BELIEVED BECAUSE HE WAS NOT PRESENT WHEN CHRIST SAID, "I CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, BUT TO FULFILL," WAS MANICHAEUS PRESENT, WAS HE EVEN BORN, WHEN CHRIST APPEARED AMONG MEN? ACCORDING, THEN, TO YOUR RULE, YOU SHOULD NOT BELIEVE ANYTHING THAT MANICHAEUS SAYS OF CHRIST. ON THE OTHER HAND, WE REFUSE TO BELIEVE WHAT MANICHAEUS SAYS OF CHRIST; NOT BECAUSE HE WAS NOT PRESENT AS A WITNESS OF CHRIST'S WORDS AND ACTIONS, BUT BECAUSE HE CONTRADICTS CHRIST'S DISCIPLES, AND THE GOSPEL WHICH RESTS ON THEIR AUTHORITY. THE APOSTLE, SPEAKING IN IN HE HOLY SPIRIT, TELLS US THAT SUCH TEACHERS WOULD ARISE. WITH REFERENCE TO SUCH, HE SAYS TO BELIEVERS: "IF ANY MAN PREACHES TO YOU ANOTHER GOSPEL THAN THAT YE HAVE RECEIVED, LET HIM BE ACCURSED."(2) IF NO ONE CAN SAY WHAT IS TRUE OF CHRIST UNLESS HE HAS HIMSELF SEEN AND HEARD HIM, NO ONE NOW CAN BE TRUSTED. BUT IF BELIEVERS CAN NOW SAY WHAT IS TRUE OF CHRIST BECAUSE THE TRUTH HAS BEEN HANDED DOWN IN WORD OR WRITING BY THOSE WHO SAW AND HEARD, WHY MIGHT NOT MATTHEW HAVE HEARD THE TRUTH FROM HIS FELLOW-DISCIPLE JOHN, IF JOHN WAS PRESENT AND HE HIMSELF WAS NOT, AS FROM THE WRITINGS OF JOHN BOTH WE WHO ARE BORN SO LONG AFTER AND THOSE WHO SHALL BE BORN AFTER US CAN LEARN THE TRUTH ABOUT CHRIST? IN THIS WAY, THE GOSPELS OF LUKE AND MARK, WHO WERE COMPANIONS OF THE DISCIPLES, AS WELL AS THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, HAVE THE SAME AUTHORITY AS THAT OF JOHN. BESIDES, THE LORD HIMSELF MIGHT HAVE TOLD MATTHEW WHAT THOSE CALLED BEFORE HIM HAD ALREADY BEEN WITNESSES OF. YOUR IDEA IS, THAT JOHN SHOULD HAVE RECORDED THIS SAYING OF THE LORD, AS HE WAS PRESENT ON THE OCCASION. AS IF IT MIGHT NOT HAPPEN THAT, SINCE IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO WRITE ALL THAT BE HEARD FROM THE LORD, HE SET HIMSELF TO WRITE SOME, OMITTING THIS AMONG OTHERS. DOES HE NOT SAY AT THE CLOSE OF HIS GOSPEL: "AND THERE ARE ALSO MANY OTHER THINGS WHICH JESUS DID, THE WHICH, IF THEY SHOULD BE WRITTEN EVERY ONE, I SUPPOSE THAT EVEN THE WORLD ITSELF COULD NOT CONTAIN THE BOOKS THAT SHOULD BE WRITTEN"?(3) THIS PROVES THAT HE OMITTED MANY THINGS INTENTIONALLY, BUT IF YOU CHOOSE JOHN AS AN AUTHORITY REGARDING THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, I ASK YOU ONLY TO BELIEVE HIS TESTIMONY TO THEM. IT IS JOHN WHO WRITES THAT ISAIAH SAW THE GLORY OF CHRIST. (4) IT IS IN HIS GOSPEL WE FIND THE TEXT L ALREADY TREATED OF: "IF YE BELIEVED MOSES, YE WOULD ALSO BELIEVE ME; FOR HE WROTE OF ME."(5) YOUR EVASIONS ARE MET ON EVERY SIDE. YOU OUGHT TO SAY PLAINLY THAT YOU DO NOT BELIEVE THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. FOR TO BELIEVE WHAT YOU PLEASE, AND NOT TO BELIEVE WHAT YOU PLEASE, IS TO BELIEVE YOURSELVES, AND NOT THE GOSPEL. 
4. FAUSTUS THINKS HIMSELF WONDERFULLY CLEVER IN PROVING THAT MATTHEW WAS NOT THE WRITER OF THIS GOSPEL, BECAUSE, WHEN SPEAKING OF HIS OWN ELECTION, HE SAYS NOT, HE SAW ME, AND SAID TO ME, FOLLOW ME; BUT HE SAW HIM, AND SAID TO HIM, FOLLOW ME. THIS MUST HAVE BEEN SAID EITHER IN IGNORANCE OR FROM A DESIGN TO MISLEAD. FAUSTUS CAN HARDLY BE SO IGNORANT AS NOT TO HAVE READ OR HEARD THAT NARRATORS, WHEN SPEAKING OF THEMSELVES, OFTEN USE A CONSTRUCTION AS IF SPEAKING OF ANOTHER. IT IS MORE PROBABLE THAT FAUSTUS WISHED TO BEWILDER THOSE MORE IGNORANT THAN HIMSELF, IN THE HOPE OF GETTING HOLD ON NOT A FEW UNACQUAINTED WITH THESE THINGS. IT IS NEEDLESS TO RESORT TO OTHER WRITINGS TO QUOTE EXAMPLES OF THIS CONSTRUCTION FROM PROFANE AUTHORS FOR THE INFORMATION OF OUR FRIENDS, AND FOR THE REFUTATION OF FAUSTUS. WE FIND EXAMPLES IN PASSAGES QUOTED ABOVE FROM MOSES BY FAUSTUS HIMSELF, WITHOUT ANY DENIAL, OR RATHER WITH THE ASSERTION, THAT THEY WERE WRITTEN BY MOSES, ONLY NOT WRITTEN OF CHRIST. WHEN MOSES, THEN, WRITES OF HIMSELF, DOES HE SAY, I SAID THIS, OR I DID THAT, AND NOT RATHER, MOSES SAID, AND MOSES DID? OR DOES HE SAY, THE LORD CALLED ME, THE LORD SAID TO ME, AND NOT RATHER, THE LORD CALLED MOSES, THE LORD SAID TO MOSES, AND SO ON? SO, MATTHEW, TOO, SPEAKS OF HIMSELF IN THE THIRD PERSON. AND JOHN DOES THE SAME; FOR TOWARDS THE END OF HIS BOOK HE SAYS: "PETER, TURNING, SAW THE DISCIPLE WHOM JESUS LOVED, WHO ALSO LAY ON HIS BREAST AT SUPPER, AND WHO SAID TO THE LORD, WHO IS IT THAT SHALL BETRAY THEE?" DOES HE SAY, PETER, TURNING, SAW ME? OR WILL YOU ARGUE FROM THIS THAT JOHN DID NOT WRITE THIS GOSPEL? BUT HE ADDS A LITTLE AFTER: "THIS IS THE DISCIPLE THAT TESTIFIES OF JESUS, AND HAS WRITTEN THESE THINGS; AND WE KNOW THAT HIS TESTIMONY IS TRUE."(1) DOES HE SAY, I AM THE DISCIPLE WHO TESTIFY OF JESUS, AND WHO HAVE WRITTEN THESE THINGS, AND WE KNOW THAT MY TESTIMONY IS TRUE? EVIDENTLY THIS STYLE IS COMMON IN WRITERS OF NARRATIVES. THERE ARE INNUMERABLE INSTANCES IN WHICH THE LORD HIMSELF USES IT. "WHEN THE SON OF MAN," HE SAYS, "COMETH, SHALL HE FIND FAITH ON THE EARTH?"(2) NOT, WHEN I COME, SHALL I FIND? AGAIN, "THE SON OF MAN CAME EATING AND DRINKING;"(3) NOT, I CAME. AGAIN, "THE HOUR SHALL COME, AND NOW IS, WHEN THE DEAD SHALL HEAR THE VOICE OF THE SON OF GOD, AND THEY THAT HEAR SHALL LIVE;"(4) NOT, MY VOICE. AND SO, IN MANY OTHER PLACES. THIS MAY SUFFICE TO SATISFY INQUIRERS AND TO REFUTE SCOFFERS. 
5. EVERY ONE CAN SEE THE WEAKNESS OF THE ARGUMENT THAT CHRIST COULD NOT HAVE SAID, "THINK NOT THAT I AM COME TO DESTROY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS: I CAME NOT TO DESTROY, BUT TO FULFILL," UNLESS HE HAD DONE SOMETHING TO CREATE A SUSPICION OF THIS KIND. OF COURSE, WE GRANT THAT THE UNENLIGHTENED JEWS MAY HAVE LOOKED UPON CHRIST AS THE DESTROYER OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS; BUT THEIR VERY SUSPICION MAKES IT CERTAIN THAT THE TRUE AND TRUTHFUL ONE, IN SAYING THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, REFERRED TO NO OTHER LAW THAN THAT OF THE JEWS. THIS IS PROVED BY THE WORDS THAT FOLLOW: "VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, TILL, HEAVEN AND EARTH PASS, ONE JOT OR ONE TITTLE SHALL IN NO WISE PASS FROM THE LAW TILL ALL BE FULFILLED. WHOSOEVER THEREFORE SHALL BREAK ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE COMMANDMENTS, AND SHALL TEACH MEN SO, SHALL BE CALLED THE LEAST IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. BUT WHOSOEVER SHALL DO AND TEACH THEM, SHALL BE CALLED GREAT IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." THIS APPLIED TO THE PHARISEES, WHO TAUGHT THE LAW IN WORD, WHILE THEY BROKE IT IN DEED. CHRIST SAYS OF THE PHARISEES IN ANOTHER PLACE, "WHAT THEY SAY, THAT DO; BUT DO NOT AFTER THEIR WORKS: FOR THEY SAY, AND DO NOT."(5) SO HERE ALSO HE ADDS, "FOR I SAY UNTO YOU, EXCEPT YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS EXCEED THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, YE SHALL NOT ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN;"(6) THAT IS, UNLESS YE SHALL BOTH DO AND TEACH WHAT THEY TEACH WITHOUT DOING, YE SHALL NOT ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. THIS LAW, THEREFORE, WHICH THE PHARISEES TAUGHT WITHOUT KEEPING IT, CHRIST SAYS HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY, BUT TO FULFILL; FOR THIS WAS THE LAW CONNECTED WITH THE SEAT OF MOSES IN WHICH THE PHARISEES SAT, WHO BECAUSE THEY SAID WITHOUT DOING, ARE TO BE HEARD, BUT NOT TO BE IMITATED. 
6. FAUSTUS DOES NOT UNDERSTAND, OR PRETENDS NOT TO UNDERSTAND, WHAT IT IS TO FULFILL THE LAW. HE SUPPOSES THE EXPRESSION TO MEAN THE ADDITION OF WORDS TO THE LAW, REGARDING WHICH IT IS WRITTEN THAT NOTHING IS TO BE ADDED TO OR TAKEN AWAY FROM THE SCRIPTURES OF GOD. FROM THIS FAUSTUS ARGUES THAT THERE CAN BE NO FULFILLMENT OF WHAT IS SPOKEN OF AS SO PERFECT THAT NOTHING CAN BE ADDED TO IT OR TAKEN FROM IT. FAUSTUS REQUIRES TO BE TOLD THAT THE LAW IS FULFILLED BY LIVING AS IT ENJOINS. "LOVE IS THE FULFILLING OF THE LAW,"(7) AS THE APOSTLE SAYS. THE LORD HAS VOUCH-SAFED BOTH TO MANIFEST AND TO IMPART THIS LOVE, BY SENDING THE HOLY SPIRIT TO HIS BELIEVING PEOPLE. SO IT IS SAID BY THE SAME APOSTLE: "THE LOVE OF GOD IS SHED ABROAD IN OUR HEART BY THE HOLY GHOST, WHICH IS GIVEN UNTO US."(8) AND THE LORD HIMSELF SAYS: "BY THIS SHALL ALL MEN KNOW THAT YE ARE MY DISCIPLES, IF YE HAVE LOVE ONE TO ANOTHER."(9) THE LAW, THEN, IS FULFILLED BOTH BY THE OBSERVANCE OF ITS PRECEPTS AND BY THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF ITS PROPHECIES. FOR "THE LAW WAS GIVEN BY MOSES, BUT GRACE AND TRUTH CAME BY JESUS CHRIST."(10) THE LAW ITSELF, BY BEING FULFILLED, BECOMES GRACE AND TRUTH. GRACE IS THE FULFILLMENT OF LOVE, AND TRUTH IS THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE PROPHECIES. AND AS BOTH GRACE AND TRUTH ARE BY CHRIST, IT FOLLOWS THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT; NOT BY SUPPLYING ANY DEFECTS IN THE LAW, BUT BY OBEDIENCE TO WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE LAW. CHRIST'S OWN WORDS DECLARE THIS. FOR HE DOES NOT SAY, ONE JOT OR ONE TITTLE SHALL IN NO WISE PASS FROM THE LAW TILL ITS DEFECTS ARE SUPPLIED, BUT "TILL ALL BE FULFILLED." 
BOOK XVIII.
THE RELATION OF CHRIST TO PROPHECY, CONTINUED 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: "I CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT." IF THESE ARE CHRIST'S WORDS, UNLESS THEY HAVE SOME OTHER MEANING, THEY ARE AS MUCH AGAINST YOU AS AGAINST ME. YOUR CHRISTIANITY AS WELL AS MINE IS BASED ON THE BELIEF THAT CHRIST CAME TO DESTROY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. YOUR ACTIONS PROVE THIS, EVEN THOUGH IN WORDS YOU DENY IT. IT IS ON THIS GROUND THAT YOU DISREGARD THE PRECEPTS OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. IT IS ON THIS GROUND THAT WE BOTH ACKNOWLEDGE JESUS AS THE FOUNDER OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, IN WHICH IS IMPLIED THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT THAT THE OLD TESTAMENT IS DESTROYED. HOW, THEN, CAN WE BELIEVE THAT CHRIST SAID THESE WORDS WITHOUT FIRST CONFESSING THAT HITHERTO WE HAVE BEEN WHOLLY IN ERROR, AND WITHOUT SHOWING OUR REPENTANCE BY ENTERING ON A COURSE OF OBEDIENCE TO THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND OF CAREFUL OBSERVANCE OF THEIR REQUIREMENTS, WHATEVER THEY MAY BE? THIS DONE, WE MAY HONESTLY BELIEVE THAT JESUS SAID THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT. AS IT IS, YOU ACCUSE ME OF NOT BELIEVING WHAT YOU DO NOT BELIEVE YOURSELF, AND WHAT THEREFORE IS FALSE. 
2. BUT GRANT THAT WE HAVE BEEN IN THE WRONG HITHERTO. WHAT IS TO BE DONE NOW? SHALL WE COME UNDER THE LAW, SINCE CHRIST HAS NOT DESTROYED, BUT FULFILLED IT? SHALL WE BY CIRCUMCISION ADD SHAME TO SHAME, AND BELIEVE THAT GOD IS PLEASED WITH SUCH SACRAMENTS? SHALL WE OBSERVE THE REST OF THE SABBATH, AND BIND OURSELVES IN THE FETTERS OF SATURN? SHALL WE GLUT THE DEMON OF THE JEWS, FOR HE IS NOT GOD, WITH THE SLAUGHTER OF BULLS, RAMS, AND GOATS, NOT TO SAY OF MEN; AND ADOPT, ONLY WITH GREATER CRUELTY, IN OBEDIENCE TO THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, THE PRACTICES ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH WE ABANDONED IDOLATRY? SHALL WE, IN FINE, CALL THE FLESH OF SOME ANIMALS CLEAN, AND THAT OF OTHERS UNCLEAN, AMONG WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, SWINE'S FLESH HAS A PARTICULAR DEFILEMENT? OF COURSE, YOU WILL ALLOW THAT AS CHRISTIANS WE MUST NOT DO ANY OF THESE THINGS, FOR YOU REMEMBER THAT CHRIST SAYS THAT A MAN WHEN CIRCUMCISED BECOMES TWOFOLD A CHILD OF HELL. (1) IT IS PLAIN ALSO THAT CHRIST NEITHER OBSERVED THE SABBATH HIMSELF, NOR COMMANDED IT TO BE OBSERVED. AND REGARDING FOODS, HE SAYS EXPRESSLY THAT MAN IS NOT DEFILED BY ANYTHING THAT GOES INTO HIS MOUTH, BUT RATHER BY THE THINGS WHICH COME OUT OF IT. (2) REGARDING SACRIFICES, TOO, HE OFTEN SAYS THAT GOD DESIRES MERCY, AND NOT SACRIFICE.(3) WHAT BECOMES, THEN, OF THE STATEMENT THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT? IF CHRIST SAID THIS, HE MUST HAVE MEANT SOMETHING ELSE, OR, WHAT IS NOT TO BE THOUGHT OF, HE TOLD A LIE, OR HE NEVER SAID IT. NO CHRISTIAN WILL ALLOW THAT JESUS SPOKE FALSELY; THEREFORE, HE MUST EITHER NOT HAVE SAID THIS, OR SAID IT WITH ANOTHER MEANING. 
3. FOR MY PART, AS A MANICHAEAN, THIS VERSE HAS LITTLE DIFFICULTY FOR ME, FOR AT THE OUTSET I AM TAUGHT TO BELIEVE THAT MANY THINGS WHICH PASS IN SCRIPTURE UNDER THE NAME OF THE SAVIOR ARE SPURIOUS, AND THAT THEY MUST THEREFORE BE TESTED TO FIND WHETHER THEY ARE TRUE, AND SOUND, AND GENUINE; FOR THE ENEMY WHO COMES BY NIGHT HAS CORRUPTED ALMOST EVERY PASSAGE BY SOWING TARES AMONG THE WHEAT. SO I AM NOT ALARMED BY THESE WORDS, NOTWITHSTANDING THE SACRED NAME AFFIXED TO THEM; FOR I STILL CLAIM THE LIBERTY TO EXAMINE WHETHER THIS COMES FROM THE HAND OF THE GOOD SOWER, WHO SOWS IN THE DAY-TIME, OR OF THE EVIL ONE, WHO SOWS IN THE NIGHT. BUT WHAT ESCAPE FROM THIS DIFFICULTY CAN THERE BE FOR YOU, WHO RECEIVE EVERYTHING WITHOUT EXAMINATION, CONDEMNING THE USE OF REASON, WHICH IS THE PREROGATIVE OF HUMAN NATURE, AND THINKING IT IMPIETY TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN TRUTH AND FALSEHOOD, AND AS MUCH AFRAID OF SEPARATING BETWEEN WHAT IS GOOD AND WHAT IS NOT AS CHILDREN ARE OF GHOSTS? FOR SUPPOSE A JEW OR ANY ONE ACQUAINTED WITH THESE WORDS SHOULD ASK YOU WHY YOU DO NOT KEEP THE PRECEPTS OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, SINCE CHRIST SAYS THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY BUT TO FULFILL THEM: YOU WILL BE OBLIGED EITHER TO JOIN IN THE SUPERSTITIOUS FOLLIES OF THE JEWS, OR TO DECLARE THIS VERSE FALSE, OR TO DENY THAT YOU ARE A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST. 
4. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: SINCE YOU CONTINUE REPEATING WHAT HAS BEEN SO OFTEN EXPOSED AND REFUTED, WE MUST BE CONTENT TO REPEAT THE REFUTATION. THE THINGS IN THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS WHICH CHRISTIANS DO NOT OBSERVE, ARE ONLY THE TYPES OF WHAT THEY DO OBSERVE. THESE TYPES WERE FIGURES OF THINGS TO COME, AND ARE NECESSARILY REMOVED WHEN THE THINGS THEMSELVES ARE FULLY REVEALED BY CHRIST, THAT IN THIS VERY REMOVAL THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS MAY BE FULFILLED. SO, IT IS WRITTEN IN THE PROPHETS THAT GOD WOULD GIVE A NEW COVENANT, "NOT AS I GAVE TO THEIR FATHERS."(1) SUCH WAS THE HARDNESS OF HEART OF THE PEOPLE UNDER THE OLD TESTAMENT, THAT MANY PRECEPTS WERE GIVEN TO THEM, NOT SO MUCH BECAUSE THEY WERE GOOD, AS BECAUSE THEY SUITED THE PEOPLE. STILL, IN ALL THESE THINGS THE FUTURE WAS FORETOLD AND PREFIGURED, ALTHOUGH THE PEOPLE DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF THEIR OWN OBSERVANCES. AFTER THE MANIFEST APPEARANCE OF THE THINGS THUS SIGNIFIED, WE ARE NOT REQUIRED TO OBSERVE THE TYPES; BUT WE READ THEM TO SEE THEIR MEANING. SO, AGAIN, IT IS FORETOLD IN THE PROPHETS, "I WILL TAKE AWAY THEIR STONY HEART, AND WILL GIVE THEM A HEART OF FLESH,"(2) THAT IS, A SENSIBLE HEART, INSTEAD OF AN INSENSIBLE ONE. TO THIS THE APOSTLE ALLUDES IN THE WORDS: "NOT IN TABLES OF STONE, BUT IN THE FLESHY TABLES OF THE HEART."(3) THE FLESHY TABLES OF THE HEART ARE THE SAME AS THE HEART OF FLESH. SINCE, THEN, THE REMOVAL OF THESE OBSERVANCES IS FORETOLD, THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS COULD NOT HAVE BEEN FULFILLED BUT BY THIS REMOVAL. NOW, HOWEVER, THE PREDICTION IS ACCOMPLISHED, AND THE FULFILLMENT OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS IS FOUND IN WHAT AT FIRST SIGHT SEEMS THE VERY OPPOSITE. 
5. WE ARE NOT AFRAID TO MEET YOUR SCOFF AT THE SABBATH, WHEN YOU CALL IT THE FETTERS OF SATURN. IT IS A SILLY AND UNMEANING EXPRESSION, WHICH OCCURRED TO YOU ONLY BECAUSE YOU ARE IN THE HABIT OF WORSHIPPING THE SUN ON WHAT YOU CALL SUNDAY. WHAT YOU CALL SUNDAY WE CALL THE LORD'S DAY, AND ON IT WE DO NOT WORSHIP THE SUN, BUT THE LORD'S RESURRECTION. AND IN THE SAME WAY, THE FATHERS OBSERVED THE REST OF THE SABBATH, NOT BECAUSE THEY WORSHIPPED SATURN, BUT BECAUSE IT WAS INCUMBENT AT THAT TIME, FOR IT WAS A SHADOW OF THINGS TO COME, AS THE APOSTLE TESTIFIES.(4) THE GENTILES, OF WHOM THE APOSTLE SAYS THAT THEY "WORSHIPPED AND SERVED THE CREATURE RATHER THAN THE CREATOR,"(5) GAVE THE NAMES OF THEIR GODS TO THE DAYS OF THE WEEK. AND SO FAR, YOU DO THE SAME, EXCEPT THAT YOU WORSHIP ONLY THE TWO BRIGHTEST LUMINARIES, AND NOT THE REST OF THE STARS, AS THE GENTILES DID. BESIDES, THE GENTILES GAVE THE NAMES OF THEIR GODS TO THE MONTHS. IN HONOR OF ROMULUS, WHOM THEY BELIEVED TO BE THE SON OF MARS, THEY DEDICATED THE FIRST MONTH TO MARS, AND CALLED IT MARCH. THE NEXT MONTH, APRIL, IS NAMED NOT FROM ANY GOD, BUT FROM THE WORD FOR OPENING, BECAUSE THE BUDS GENERALLY OPEN IN THIS MONTH. THE THIRD MONTH IS CALLED MAY, IN HONOR OF MAIA THE MOTHER OF MERCURY. THE FOURTH IS CALLED JUNE, FROM JUNO. THE REST TO DECEMBER USED TO BE NAMED ACCORDING TO THEIR NUMBER THE FIFTH AND SIXTH, HOWEVER, GOT THE NAMES OF JULY AND AUGUST FROM MEN TO WHOM DIVINE HONORS WERE DECREED; WHILE THE OTHERS, FROM SEPTEMBER TO DECEMBER, CONTINUED TO BE NAMED FROM THEIR NUMBER. JANUARY, AGAIN, IS NAMED FROM JANUS, AND FEBRUARY FROM THE RITES OF THE LUPERCI CALLED FEBRUAE. MUST WE SAY THAT YOU WORSHIP THE GOD MARS IN THE MONTH OF MARCH? BUT THAT IS THE MONTH IN WHICH YOU HOLD THE FEAST YOU CALL BEMA WITH GREAT POMP. BUT IF YOU THINK IT ALLOWABLE TO OBSERVE THE MONTH OF MARCH WITHOUT THINKING OF MARS, WHY DO YOU TRY TO BRING IN THE NAME OF SATURN IN CONNECTION WITH THE REST OF THE SEVENTH DAY ENJOINED IN SCRIPTURE, MERELY BECAUSE THE GENTILES CALL THE DAY SATURDAY? THE SCRIPTURE NAME FOR THE DAY IS SABBATH, WHICH MEANS REST. YOUR SCOFF IS AS UNREASONABLE AS IT IS PROFANE. 
6. AS REGARDS ANIMAL SACRIFICES, EVERY CHRISTIAN KNOWS THAT THEY WERE ENJOINED AS SUITABLE TO A PERVERSE PEOPLE, AND NOT BECAUSE GOD HAD ANY PLEASURE IN THEM. STILL, EVEN IN THESE SACRIFICES THERE WERE TYPES OF WHAT WE ENJOY; FOR WE CANNOT OBTAIN PURIFICATION OR THE PROPITIATION OF GOD WITHOUT BLOOD. THE FULFILLMENT OF THESE TYPES IS IN CHRIST, BY WHOSE BLOOD WE ARE PURIFIED AND REDEEMED. IN THESE FIGURES OF THE DIVINE ORACLES, THE BULL REPRESENTS CHRIST, BECAUSE WITH THE HORNS OF HIS CROSS HE SCATTERS THE WICKED; THE LAMB, FROM HIS MATCHLESS INNOCENCE; THE GOAT, FROM HIS BEING MADE IN THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH, THAT BY SIN HE MIGHT CONDEMN SIN. (6) WHATEVER KIND OF SACRIFICE YOU CHOOSE TO SPECIFY, I WILL SHOW YOU A PROPHECY OF CHRIST IN IT. THUS, WE HAVE SHOWN REGARDING CIRCUMCISION, AND THE SABBATH, AND THE DISTINCTION OF FOOD, AND THE SACRIFICE OF ANIMALS, THAT ALL THESE THINGS WERE OUR EXAMPLES, AND OUR PROPHECIES, WHICH CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY, BUT TO FULFILL, BY FULFILLING WHAT WAS THUS FORETOLD. YOUR OPPONENT IS THE APOSTLE, WHOSE OPINION I GIVE IN HIS OWN WORDS: "ALL THESE THINGS WERE OUR EXAMPLES."(7) 
7. IF YOU HAVE LEARNED FROM MANICHAEUS THE WILLFUL IMPIETY OF ADMITTING ONLY THOSE PARTS OF THE GOSPEL WHICH DO NOT CONTRADICT YOUR ERRORS, WHILE YOU REJECT THE REST, WE HAVE LEARNED FROM THE APOSTLE THE PIOUS CAUTION OF LOOKING ON EVERY ONE AS ACCURSED THAT PREACHES TO US ANOTHER GOSPEL THAN THAT WHICH WE HAVE RECEIVED. HENCE CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS LOOK UPON YOU AS AMONG THE TARES; FOR, IN THE LORD'S EXPOSITION OF THE MEANING OF THE TARES, THEY ARE NOT FALSEHOOD MIXED WITH TRUTH IN THE SCRIPTURES, BUT CHILDREN OF THE WICKED ONE--THAT IS, PEOPLE WHO IMITATE THE DECEITFULNESS OF THE DEVIL. IT IS NOT TRUE THAT CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS BELIEVE EVERYTHING; FOR THEY DO NOT BELIEVE MANICHAEUS OR ANY OF THE HERETICS. NOR DO THEY CONDEMN THE USE OF HUMAN REASON; BUT WHAT YOU CALL REASONING THEY PROVE TO BE FALLACIOUS. NOR DO THEY THINK IT PROFANE TO DISTINGUISH TRUTH FROM FALSEHOOD; FOR THEY DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE TRUTH OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH AND THE FALSEHOOD OF YOUR DOCTRINES. NOR DO THEY FEAR TO SEPARATE GOOD FROM EVIL; BUT THEY CONTEND THAT EVIL, INSTEAD OF BEING NATURAL, IS UNNATURAL. THEY KNOW NOTHING OF YOUR RACE OF DARKNESS, WHICH, YOU SAY, IS PRODUCED FROM A PRINCIPLE OF ITS OWN, AND FIGHTS AGAINST THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND OF WHICH YOUR GOD SEEMS REALLY TO BE MORE FRIGHTENED THAN CHILDREN ARE OF GHOSTS; FOR, ACCORDING TO YOU, HE COVERED HIMSELF WITH A VEIL, THAT HE MIGHT NOT SEE HIS OWN MEMBERS TAKEN AND PLUNDERED BY THE ASSAULT OF THE ENEMY. TO CONCLUDE, CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS ARE IN NO DIFFICULTY REGARDING THE WORDS OF CHRIST, THOUGH IN ONE SENSE THEY MAY BE SAID NOT TO OBSERVE THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS; FOR BY THE GRACE OF CHRIST THEY KEEP THE LAW BY THEIR LOVE TO GOD AND MAN; AND ON THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS HANG ALL THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS.(1) BESIDES, THEY SEE IN CHRIST AND THE CHURCH THE FULFILLMENT OF ALL THE PROPHECIES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, WHETHER IN THE FORM OF ACTIONS, OR OF SYMBOLIC RITES, OR OF FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE. SO, WE NEITHER JOIN IN SUPERSTITIOUS FOLLIES, NOR DECLARE THIS VERSE FALSE; NOR DENY THAT WE ARE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST; FOR ON THOSE PRINCIPLES WHICH I HAVE SET FORTH TO THE BEST OF MY POWER, THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS WHICH CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY, BUT TO FULFILL, ARE NO OTHER THAN THOSE RECOGNIZED BY THE CHURCH. 
BOOK XIX.
FAUSTUS IS WILLING TO ADMIT THAT CHRIST MAY HAVE SAID THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, BUT TO FULFILL THEM; BUT IF HE DID, IT WAS TO PACIFY THE JEWS AND IN A MODIFIED SENSE. AUGUSTIN REPLIES, AND STILL FURTHER ELABORATES THE CATHOLIC VIEW OF PROPHECY AND ITS FULFILLMENT 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: I WILL GRANT THAT CHRIST SAID THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, BUT TO FULFILL THEM. BUT WHY DID JESUS SAY THIS? WAS IT TO PACIFY THE JEWS, WHO WERE ENRAGED AT SEEING THEIR SACRED INSTITUTIONS TRAMPLED UPON BY CHRIST, AND REGARDED HIM AS A WILD BLASPHEMER, NOT TO BE LISTENED TO, MUCH LESS TO BE FOLLOWED? OR WAS IT FOR OUR INSTRUCTION AS GENTILE BELIEVERS, THAT WE MIGHT LEARN MEEKLY AND PATIENTLY TO BEAR THE YOKE OF COMMANDMENT LAID ON OUR NECKS BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS OF THE JEWS? YOU YOURSELF CAN HARDLY SUPPOSE THAT CHRIST'S WORDS WERE INTENDED TO BRING US UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS OF THE HEBREWS. SO THAT THE OTHER EXPLANATION WHICH I HAVE GIVEN OF THE WORDS MUST BE THE TRUE ONE. EVERY ONE KNOWS THAT THE JEWS WERE ALWAYS READY TO ATTACK CHRIST, BOTH WITH WORDS AND WITH ACTUAL VIOLENCE. NATURALLY, THEN, THEY WOULD BE ENRAGED AT THE IDEA THAT CHRIST WAS DESTROYING THEIR LAW AND THEIR PROPHETS; AND, TO APPEASE THEM, CHRIST MIGHT VERY WELL TELL THEM NOT TO THINK THAT HE CAME TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT THAT HE CAME TO FULFILL IT. THERE WAS NO FALSEHOOD OR DECEIT IN THIS, FOR HE USED THE WORD LAW IN A GENERAL SENSE, NOT OF ANY PARTICULAR LAW. 
2. THERE ARE THREE LAWS. ONE IS THAT OF THE HEBREWS, WHICH THE APOSTLE CALLS THE LAW OF SIN AND DEATH. (1) THE SECOND IS THAT OF THE GENTILES, WHICH HE CALLS THE LAW OF NATURE. "FOR THE GENTILES," HE SAYS," DO BY NATURE THE THINGS CONTAINED IN THE LAW; AND, NOT HAVING THE LAW, THEY ARE A LAW INTO THEMSELVES; WHO SHOW THE WORK OF THE LAW WRITTEN ON THEIR HEARTS."(2) THE THIRD LAW IS THE TRUTH OF WHICH THE APOSTLE SPEAKS WHEN HE SAYS, "THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS HATH MADE ME FREE FROM THE LAW OF SIN AND DEATH."(3) SINCE, THEN, THERE ARE THREE LAWS, WE MUST CAREFULLY INQUIRE WHICH OF THE THREE CHRIST SPOKE OF WHEN HE SAID THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT. IN THE SAME WAY, THERE ARE PROPHETS OF THE JEWS, AND PROPHETS OF THE GENTILES, AND PROPHETS OF TRUTH. WITH THE PROPHETS OF THE JEWS, OF COURSE, EVERY ONE IS ACQUAINTED. IF ANY ONE IS IN DOUBT ABOUT THE PROPHETS OF THE GENTILES, LET HIM HEAR WHAT PAUL SAYS WHEN WRITING OF THE CRETANS TO TITUS: "A PROPHET OF THEIR OWN HAS SAID, THE CRETANS ARE ALWAYS LIARS, EVIL BEASTS, SLOW BELLIES."(4) THIS PROVES THAT THE GENTILES ALSO HAD THEIR PROPHETS. THE TRUTH ALSO HAS ITS PROPHETS, AS WE LEARN FROM JESUS AS WELL AS FROM PAUL. JESUS SAYS: "BEHOLD, I SEND UNTO YOU WISE MEN AND PROPHETS, AND SOME OF THEM YE SHALL KILL IN DIVER’S, PLACES."(1) AND PAUL SAYS: "THE LORD HIMSELF APPOINTED FIRST APOSTLES, AND THEN PROPHETS."(2) 
3. AS "THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS" MAY HAVE THREE DIFFERENT MEANINGS, IT IS UNCERTAIN IN WHAT SENSE THE WORDS ARE USED BY JESUS, THOUGH WE MAY FORM A CONJECTURE FROM WHAT FOLLOWS. FOR IF JESUS HAD GONE ON TO SPEAK OF CIRCUMCISION, AND SABBATHS, AND SACRIFICES, AND THE OBSERVANCES OF THE HEBREWS, AND HAD ADDED SOMETHING AS A FULFILLMENT, THERE COULD HAVE BEEN NO DOUBT THAT IT WAS THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS OF THE JEWS OF WHICH HE SAID THAT HE CAME NOT, TO DESTROY, BUT TO FULFILL THEM. BUT CHRIST, WITHOUT ANY ALLUSION TO THESE, SPEAKS ONLY OF COMMANDMENTS WHICH DATE FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES: "THOU SHALL NOT KILL; THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY; THOU SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS." THESE, IT CAN BE PROVED, WERE OF OLD PROMULGATED IN THE WORLD BY ENOCH AND SETH, AND THE OTHER RIGHTEOUS MEN, TO WHOM THE PRECEPTS WERE DELIVERED BY ANGELS OF LOFTY RANK, IN ORDER TO TAME THE SAVAGE NATURE OF MEN. FROM THIS IT APPEARS THAT JESUS SPOKE OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS OF TRUTH. AND SO, WE FIND HIM GIVING A FULFILLMENT OF THOSE PRECEPTS ALREADY QUOTED. "YE HAVE HEARD," HE SAYS, "THAT IT WAS SAID BY THEM OF OLD TIME, THOU SHALE NOT KILL; BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, BE NOT EVEN ANGRY." THIS IS THE FULFILLMENT. AGAIN: "YE HAVE HEARD THAT IT WAS SAID, THOU SHALE NOT COMMIT ADULTERY; BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, DO NOT LUST EVEN." THIS IS THE FULFILLMENT. AGAIN: "IT HAS BEEN SAID, THOU SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS; BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, SWEAR NOT." THIS TOO IS THE FULFILLMENT. HE THUS BOTH CONFIRMS THE OLD PRECEPTS AND SUPPLIES THEIR DEFECTS. WHERE HE SEEMS TO SPEAK OF SOME JEWISH PRECEPTS, INSTEAD OF FULFILLING THEM, HE SUBSTITUTES FOR THEM PRECEPTS OF AN OPPOSITE TENDENCY. HE PROCEEDS THUS: "YE HAVE HEARD THAT IT HAS BEEN SAID, AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH; BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, WHOSOEVER SHALL SMITE THEE ON THY RIGHT CHEEK, TURN TO HIM THE OTHER ALSO." THIS IS NOT FULFILLMENT, BUT DESTRUCTION. AGAIN: "IT HAS BEEN SAID, THOU SHALL LOVE THY FRIEND, AND HATE THINE ENEMY; BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, AND PRAY FOR YOUR PERSECUTORS." THIS TOO IS DESTRUCTION. AGAIN: "IT HAS BEEN SAID, WHOSOEVER SHALL PUT AWAY HIS WIFE, LET HIM GIVE HER A WRITING OF DIVORCEMENT; BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT WHOSOEVER SHALL PUT AWAY HIS WIFE, SAVING FOR THE CAUSE OF FORNICATION, CAUSES HER TO COMMIT ADULTERY, AND IS HIMSELF AN ADULTERER IF HE AFTERWARDS MARRIES ANOTHER WOMAN."(3) THESE PRECEPTS ARE EVIDENTLY DESTROYED BECAUSE THEY ARE THE PRECEPTS OF MOSES; WHILE THE OTHERS ARE FULFILLED BECAUSE THEY ARE THE PRECEPTS OF THE RIGHTEOUS MEN OF ANTIQUITY. IF YOU AGREE TO THIS EXPLANATION, WE MAY ALLOW THAT JESUS SAID THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT. IF YOU DISAPPROVE OF THIS EXPLANATION, GIVE ONE OF YOUR OWN. ONLY BEWARE OF MAKING JESUS A LIAR, AND OF MAKING YOURSELF A JEW, BY BINDING YOURSELF TO FULFILL THE LAW BECAUSE CHRIST DID NOT DESTROY IT. 
4. IF ONE OF THE NAZOREAN’S, OR SYMMACHIANS, AS THEY ARE SOMETIMES CALLED, WERE ARGUING WITH ME FROM THESE WORDS OF JESUS THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, I SHOULD FIND SOME DIFFICULTY IN ANSWERING HIM. FOR IT IS UNDENIABLE THAT, AT HIS COMING, JESUS WAS BOTH IN BODY AND MIND SUBJECT TO THE INFLUENCE OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. THOSE PEOPLE, MOREOVER, WHOM I ALLUDE TO, PRACTICE CIRCUMCISION, AND KEEP THE SABBATH, AND ABSTAIN FROM SWINE'S FLESH AND SUCH LIKE THINGS, ACCORDING TO THE LAW, ALTHOUGH THEY PROFESS TO BE CHRISTIANS. THEY ARE EVIDENTLY MISLED AS WELL AS YOU, BY THIS VERSE IN WHICH CHRIST SAYS THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT. IT WOULD NOT BE EASY TO REPLY TO SUCH OPPONENTS WITHOUT FIRST GETTING RID OF THIS TROUBLESOME VERSE. BUT WITH YOU I HAVE NO DIFFICULTY, FOR YOU HAVE NOTHING TO GO UPON; AND INSTEAD OF USING ARGUMENTS, YOU SEEM DISPOSED, IN MERE MISCHIEF, TO INDUCE ME TO BELIEVE THAT CHRIST SAID WHAT YOU EVIDENTLY DO NOT YOURSELF BELIEVE HIM TO HAVE SAID. ON THE STRENGTH OF THIS VERSE YOU ACCUSE ME OF DULLNESS AND EVASIVENESS, WITHOUT YOURSELF GIVING ANY INDICATION OF KEEPING THE LAW INSTEAD OF DESTROYING IT. DO YOU TOO, LIKE A JEW OR A NAZOREAN, GLORY IN THE OBSCENE DISTINCTION OF BEING CIRCUMCISED? DO YOU PRIDE YOURSELF IN THE OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH? CAN YOU CONGRATULATE YOURSELF ON BEING INNOCENT OF SWINE'S FLESH? OR CAN YOU BOAST OF HAVING GRATIFIED THE APPETITE OF THE DEITY BY THE BLOOD OF SACRIFICES AND THE INCENSE OF JEWISH OFFERINGS? IF NOT, WHY DO YOU CONTEND THAT CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT? 
5. I GIVE UNCEASING THANKS TO MY TEACHER, WHO PREVENTED ME FROM FALLING INTO THIS ERROR, SO THAT I AM STILL A CHRISTIAN. FOR I, LIKE YOU, FROM READING THIS VERSE WITHOUT SUFFICIENT CONSIDERATION, HAD ALMOST RESOLVED TO BECOME A JEW. AND WITH REASON; FOR IF CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT, AND AS A VESSEL IN ORDER TO BE FILLED FULL MUST NOT BE EMPTY, BUT PARTLY FILLED ALREADY, I CONCLUDED THAT NO ONE COULD BECOME A CHRISTIAN BUT AN ISRAELITE, NEARLY FILLED ALREADY WITH THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND COMING TO CHRIST TO BE FILLED TO THE FULL EXTENT OF HIS CAPACITY. I CONCLUDED, TOO, THAT IN THUS COMING HE MUST NOT DESTROY WHAT HE ALREADY POSSESSES; OTHERWISE IT WOULD BE A CASE, NOT OF FULFILLING, BUT OF EMPTYING. THEN IT APPEARED THAT I, AS A GENTILE, COULD GET NOTHING BY COMING TO CHRIST, FOR I BROUGHT NOTHING THAT HE COULD FILL UP BY HIS ADDITIONS. THIS PREPARATORY SUPPLY IS FOUND, ON INQUIRY, TO CONSIST OF SABBATHS, CIRCUMCISION, SACRIFICES, NEW MOONS, BAPTISMS, FEASTS OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, DISTINCTIONS OF FOODS, DRINK, AND CLOTHES, AND OTHER THINGS, TOO MANY TO SPECIFY. THIS, THEN, IT APPEARED, WAS WHAT CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY, BUT TO FULFILL. NATURALLY IT MUST APPEAR SO: FOR WHAT IS A LAW WITHOUT PRECEPTS, OR PROPHETS WITHOUT PREDICTIONS? BESIDES, THERE IS THAT TERRIBLE CURSE PRONOUNCED UPON THOSE WHO ABIDE NOT IN ALL THINGS THAT ARE WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW TO DO THEM.(1) WITH THE FEAR OF THIS CURSE APPEARING TO COME FROM GOD ON THE ONE SIDE, AND WITH CHRIST ON THE OTHER SIDE, SEEMING, AS THE SON OF GOD, TO SAY THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THESE THINGS, BUT TO FULFILL THEM, WHAT WAS TO PREVENT ME FROM BECOMING A JEW? THE WISE INSTRUCTION OF MANICHAEUS SAVED ME FROM THIS DANGER. 
6. BUT HOW CAN YOU VENTURE TO QUOTE THIS VERSE AGAINST ME? OR WHY SHOULD IT BE AGAINST ME ONLY, WHEN IT IS AS MUCH AGAINST YOURSELF? IF CHRIST DOES NOT DESTROY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, NEITHER MUST CHRISTIANS DO SO. WHY THEN DO YOU DESTROY THEM? DO YOU BEGIN TO PERCEIVE THAT YOU ARE NO CHRISTIAN? HOW CAN YOU PROFANE WITH ALL KINDS OF WORK THE DAY PRONOUNCED SACRED IN THE LAW AND IN ALL THE PROPHETS, ON WHICH THEY SAY THAT GOD, THE MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE WORLD, HIMSELF RESTED, WITHOUT DREADING THE PENALTY OF DEATH PRONOUNCED AGAINST SABBATH-BREAKERS, OR THE CURSE ON THE TRANSGRESSOR? HOW CAN YOU REFUSE TO RECEIVE IN YOUR PERSON THE UNSEEMLY MARK OF CIRCUMCISION, WHICH THE LAW AND ALL THE PROPHETS DECLARE TO BE HONORABLE, ESPECIALLY IN THE CASE OF ABRAHAM, AFTER WHAT WAS THOUGHT TO BE HIS FAITH; FOR DOES NOT THE GOD OF THE JEWS PROCLAIM THAT WHOSOEVER IS WITHOUT THIS MARK OF INFAMY SHALL PERISH FROM HIS PEOPLE? HOW CAN YOU NEGLECT THE APPOINTED SACRIFICES, WHICH WERE MADE SO MUCH OF BOTH BY MOSES AND THE PROPHETS UNDER THE LAW, AND BY ABRAHAM IN HIS FAITH? AND HOW CAN YOU DEFILE YOUR SOULS BY MAKING NO DISTINCTION IN FOODS, IF YOU BELIEVE THAT CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY THESE THINGS, BUT TO FULFILL THEM? WHY DO YOU DISCARD THE ANNUAL FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, AND THE APPOINTED SACRIFICE OF THE LAMB, WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, IS TO BE OBSERVED FOR EVER? WHY, IN A WORD, DO YOU TREAT SO LIGHTLY THE NEW MOONS, THE BAPTISMS, AND THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES, AND ALL THE OTHER CARNAL ORDINANCES OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, IF CHRIST DID NOT DESTROY THEM? I HAVE THEREFORE GOOD REASON FOR SAYING THAT, IN ORDER TO JUSTIFY YOUR NEGLECT OF THESE THINGS, YOU MUST EITHER ABANDON YOUR PROFESSION OF BEING CHRIST'S DISCIPLE, OR ACKNOWLEDGE THAT CHRIST HIMSELF HAS ALREADY DESTROYED THEM; AND FROM THIS ACKNOWLEDGMENT IT MUST FOLLOW, EITHER THAT THIS TEXT IS SPURIOUS IN WHICH CHRIST IS MADE TO SAY THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT, OR THAT THE WORDS HAVE AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT MEANING FROM WHAT YOU SUPPOSE. 
7. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: IF YOU ALLOW, IN CONSIDERATION OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE GOSPEL, THAT CHRIST SAID THAT HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, BUT TO FULFILL THEM, YOU SHOULD SHOW THE SAME CONSIDERATION TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE APOSTLE, WHEN HE SAYS, "ALL THESE THINGS WERE OUR EXAMPLES;" AND AGAIN OF CHRIST, "HE WAS NOT YEA AND NAY, BUT IN HIM WAS YEA; FOR ALL THE PROMISES OF GOD ARE IN HIM YEA;"(2) THAT IS, THEY ARE SET FORTH AND FULFILLED IN HIM. IN THIS WAY YOU WILL SEE IN THE CLEAREST LIGHT BOTH WHAT LAW CHRIST FULFILLED, AND HOW HE FULFILLED IT. IT IS A VAIN ATTEMPT THAT YOU MAKE TO ESCAPE BY YOUR THREE KINDS OF LAW AND YOUR THREE KINDS OF PROPHETS. IT IS QUITE PLAIN, AND THE NEW TESTAMENT LEAVES NO DOUBT ON THE MATTER, WHAT LAW AND WHAT PROPHETS CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY, BUT TO FULFILL. THE LAW GIVEN BY MOSES IS THAT WHICH BY JESUS CHRIST BECAME GRACE AND TRUTH. (3) THE LAW GIVEN BY MOSES IS THAT OF WHICH CHRIST SAYS, "HE WROTE OF ME."(4) FOR UNDOUBTEDLY THIS IS THE LAW WHICH ENTERED THAT THE OFFENCE MIGHT ABOUND;(5) WORDS WHICH YOU OFTEN IGNORANTLY QUOTE AS A REPROACH TO THE LAW. READ WHAT IS THERE SAID OF THIS LAW: "THE LAW IS HOLY, AND THE COMMANDMENT HOLY, AND JUST, AND GOOD. WAS THEN THAT WHICH IS GOOD MADE DEATH UNTO ME? GOD, FORBID. BUT SIN, THAT IT MIGHT APPEAR SIN, WROUGHT DEATH IN ME BY THAT WHICH IS GOOD."(6) THE ENTRANCE OF THE LAW MADE THE OFFENSE ABOUND, NOT BECAUSE THE LAW REQUIRED WHAT WAS WRONG, BUT BECAUSE THE PROUD AND SELF-CONFIDENT INCURRED ADDITIONAL GUILT AS TRANSGRESSORS AFTER THEIR ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE HOLY, AND JUST, AND GOOD COMMANDMENTS OF THE LAW; SO THAT, BEING THUS HUMBLED, THEY MIGHT LEARN THAT ONLY BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH COULD THEY BE FREED FROM SUBJECTION TO THE LAW AS TRANSGRESSORS, AND BE RECONCILED TO THE LAW AS RIGHTEOUS. SO, THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS: "FOR BEFORE FAITH CAME, WE WERE KEPT UNDER THE LAW, SHUT UP UNTO THE FAITH WHICH WAS AFTERWARDS REVEALED. THEREFORE, THE LAW WAS OUR SCHOOLMASTER IN CHRIST JESUS; BUT AFTER FAITH CAME, WE ARE NO LONGER UNDER A SCHOOLMASTER."(1) THAT IS, WE ARE NO LONGER SUBJECT TO THE PENALTY OF THE LAW, BECAUSE WE ARE SET FREE BY GRACE. BEFORE WE RECEIVED IN HUMILITY THE GRACE OF THE SPIRIT, THE LETTER WAS ONLY DEATH TO US, FOR IT REQUIRED OBEDIENCE WHICH WE COULD NOT RENDER. THUS PAUL ALSO SAYS: "THE LETTER KILLS, BUT THE SPIRIT GIVETH LIFE."(2) AGAIN, HE SAYS: "FOR IF A LAW HAD BEEN GIVEN WHICH COULD HAVE GIVEN LIFE, VERILY RIGHTEOUSNESS SHOULD HAVE BEEN BY THE LAW; BUT THE SCRIPTURE HATH CONCLUDED ALL UNDER SIN, THAT THE PROMISE BY FAITH OF JESUS CHRIST MIGHT BE GIVEN TO THEM THAT BELIEVE."(3) AND ONCE MORE: "WHAT THE LAW COULD NOT DO, IN THAT IT WAS WEAK THROUGH THE FLESH, GOD SENT HIS SON IN THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH, THAT BY SIN HE MIGHT CONDEMN SIN IN THE FLESH, THAT THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW MIGHT BE FULFILLED IN US, WHO WALK NOT AFTER THE FLESH, BUT AFTER THE SPIRIT."(4) HERE WE SEE CHRIST COMING NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT. AS THE LAW BROUGHT THE PROUD UNDER THE GUILT OF TRANSGRESSION, INCREASING THEIR SIN BY COMMANDMENTS WHICH THEY COULD NOT OBEY, SO THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE SAME LAW IS FULFILLED BY THE GRACE OF THE SPIRIT IN THOSE WHO LEARN FROM CHRIST TO BE MEEK AND LOWLY IN HEART; FOR CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT. MOREOVER, BECAUSE EVEN FOR THOSE WHO ARE UNDER GRACE IT IS DIFFICULT IN THIS MORTAL LIFE PERFECTLY TO KEEP WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE LAW, THOU SHALL NOT COVET, CHRIST, BY THE SACRIFICE OF HIS FLESH, AS OUR PRIEST OBTAINS PARDON FOR US. AND IN THIS ALSO HE FULFILLS THE LAW; FOR WHAT WE FAIL IN THROUGH WEAKNESS IS SUPPLIED BY HIS PERFECTION, WHO IS THE HEAD, WHILE WE ARE HIS MEMBERS. THUS, JOHN SAYS: "MY LITTLE CHILDREN, THESE THINGS WRITE I UNTO YOU, THAT YE SIN NOT; AND IF ANY MAN SIN, WE HAVE AN ADVOCATE WITH THE FATHER, JESUS CHRIST THE RIGHTEOUS: HE IS THE PROPITIATION FOR OUR SINS."(5) 
8. CHRIST ALSO FULFILLED THE PROPHECIES, BECAUSE THE PROMISES OF GOD WERE MADE GOOD IN HIM. AS THE APOSTLE SAYS IN THE VERSE QUOTED ABOVE, "THE PROMISES OF GOD ARE IN HIM YEA." AGAIN, HE SAYS: "NOW I SAY THAT JESUS CHRIST WAS A MINISTER OF THE CIRCUMCISION FOR THE TRUTH OF GOD, TO CONFIRM THE PROMISES MADE UNTO THE FATHERS."(6) WHATEVER, THEN, WAS PROMISED IN THE PROPHETS, WHETHER EXPRESSLY OR IN FIGURE, WHETHER BY WORDS OR BY ACTIONS, WAS FULFILLED IN HIM WHO CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, BUT TO FULFILL THEM. YOU DO NOT PERCEIVE THAT IF CHRISTIANS WERE TO CONTINUE IN THE USE OF ACTS AND OBSERVANCES BY WHICH THINGS TO COME WERE PREFIGURED, THE ONLY MEANING WOULD BE THAT THE THINGS PREFIGURED HAD NOT YET COME. EITHER THE THING PREFIGURED HAS NOT COME, OR IF IT HAS, THE FIGURE BECOMES SUPERFLUOUS OR MISLEADING. THEREFORE, IF CHRISTIANS DO NOT PRACTICE SOME THINGS ENJOINED IN THE HEBREWS BY THE PROPHETS, THIS, SO FAR FROM SHOWING, AS YOU THINK, THAT CHRIST DID NOT FULFILL THE PROPHETS, RATHER SHOWS THAT HE DID. SO COMPLETELY DID CHRIST FULFILL WHAT THESE TYPES PREFIGURED, THAT IT IS NO LONGER PREFIGURED. SO, THE LORD HIMSELF SAYS: "THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS WERE UNTIL JOHN."(7) FOR THE LAW WHICH SHUT UP TRANSGRESSORS IN INCREASED GUILT, AND TO THE FAITH WHICH WAS AFTERWARDS REVEALED, BECAME GRACE THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOM GRACE SUPER-ABOUNDED. THUS, THE LAW, WHICH WAS NOT FULFILLED IN THE REQUIREMENT OF THE LETTER, WAS FULFILLED IN THE LIBERTY OF GRACE. IN THE SAME WAY, EVERYTHING IN THE LAW THAT WAS PROPHETIC OF THE SAVIOR'S ADVENT, WHETHER IN WORDS OR IN TYPICAL ACTIONS, BECAME TRUTH IN JESUS CHRIST. FOR "THE LAW WAS GIVEN BY MOSES, BUT GRACE AND TRUTH CAME BY JESUS CHRIST."(8) AT CHRIST'S ADVENT THE KINGDOM OF GOD BEGAN TO BE PREACHED; FOR THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS WERE UNTIL JOHN: THE LAW, THAT ITS TRANSGRESSORS MIGHT DESIRE SALVATION; THE PROPHETS, THAT THEY MIGHT FORETELL THE SAVIOR. NO DOUBT THERE HAVE BEEN PROPHETS IN THE CHURCH SINCE THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST. OF THESE PROPHETS PAUL SAYS: "GOD HATH SET SOME IN THE CHURCH, FIRST APOSTLES, SECONDARILY PROPHETS, THIRDLY TEACHERS," AND SO ON. (9) IT IS NOT OF THESE PROPHETS THAT IT WAS SAID, "THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS WERE UNTIL JOHN," BUT OF THOSE WHO PROPHESIED THE FIRST COMING OF CHRIST, WHICH EVIDENTLY CANNOT BE PROPHESIED NOW THAT IT HAS TAKEN PLACE. 
9. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN YOU ASK WHY A CHRISTIAN IS NOT CIRCUMCISED IF CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT, MY REPLY IS, THAT A CHRISTIAN IS NOT CIRCUMCISED PRECISELY FOR THIS REASON, THAT WHAT WAS PREFIGURED BY CIRCUMCISION IS FULFILLED IN CHRIST. CIRCUMCISION WAS THE TYPE OF THE REMOVAL OF OUR FLESHLY NATURE, WHICH WAS FULFILLED IN THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST, AND WHICH THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM TEACHES US TO LOOK FORWARD TO IN OUR OWN RESURRECTION. THE SACRAMENT OF THE NEW LIFE IS NOT WHOLLY DISCONTINUED, FOR OUR RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD IS STILL TO COME; BUT THIS SACRAMENT HAS BEEN IMPROVED BY THE SUBSTITUTION OF BAPTISM FOR CIRCUMCISION, BECAUSE NOW A PATTERN OF THE ETERNAL LIFE WHICH IS TO COME IS AFFORDED US IN THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST, WHEREAS FORMERLY THERE WAS NOTHING OF THE KIND. SO, WHEN YOU ASK WHY A CHRISTIAN DOES NOT KEEP THE SABBATH, IF CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT, MY REPLY IS, THAT A CHRISTIAN DOES NOT KEEP THE SABBATH PRECISELY BECAUSE WHAT WAS PREFIGURED IN THE SABBATH IS FULFILLED IN CHRIST. FOR WE HAVE OUR SABBATH IN HIM WHO SAID, "COME UNTO ME, ALL YE THAT LABOR AND ARE HEAVY LADEN, AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST. TAKE MY YOKE UPON YOU, AND LEARN OF ME; FOR I AM MEEK AND LOWLY IN HEART, AND YE SHALL FIND REST UNTO YOUR SOULS."(1) 
10. WHEN YOU ASK WHY A CHRISTIAN DOES NOT OBSERVE THE DISTINCTION IN FOOD AS ENJOINED IN THE LAW, IF CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT, I REPLY, THAT A CHRISTIAN DOES NOT OBSERVE THIS DISTINCTION PRECISELY BECAUSE WHAT WAS THUS PREFIGURED IS NOW FULFILLED IN CHRIST, WHO ADMITS INTO HIS BODY, WHICH IN HIS SAINTS HE HAS PREDESTINED TO ETERNAL LIFE, NOTHING WHICH IN HUMAN CONDUCT CORRESPONDS TO THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE FORBIDDEN ANIMALS. WHEN YOU ASK, AGAIN, WHY A CHRISTIAN DOES NOT OFFER SACRIFICES TO GOD OF THE FLESH AND BLOOD OF SLAIN ANIMALS, IF CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT, I REPLY, THAT IT WOULD BE IMPROPER FOR A CHRISTIAN TO OFFER SUCH SACRIFICES, NOW THAT WHAT WAS THUS PREFIGURED HAS BEEN FULFILLED IN CHRIST'S OFFERING OF HIS OWN BODY AND BLOOD. WHEN YOU ASK WHY A CHRISTIAN DOES NOT KEEP THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD AS THE JEWS DID, IF CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT, I REPLY, THAT A CHRISTIAN DOES NOT KEEP THIS FEAST PRECISELY BECAUSE WHAT WAS THUS PREFIGURED IS FULFILLED IN CHRIST, WHO LEADS US TO A NEW LIFE BY PURGING OUT THE LEAVEN OF THE OLD LIFE.(2) WHEN YOU ASK WHY A CHRISTIAN DOES NOT KEEP THE FEAST OF THE PASCHAL LAMB, IF CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT, MY REPLY IS, THAT HE DOES NOT KEEP IT PRECISELY BECAUSE WHAT WAS THUS PREFIGURED HAS BEEN FULFILLED IN THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST, THE LAMB WITHOUT SPOT. WHEN YOU ASK WHY A CHRISTIAN DOES NOT KEEP THE FEASTS OF THE NEW MOON APPOINTED IN THE LAW, IF CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT, I REPLY, THAT HE DOES NOT KEEP THEM PRECISELY BECAUSE WHAT WAS THUS PREFIGURED IS FULFILLED IN CHRIST. FOR THE FEAST OF THE NEW MOON PREFIGURED THE NEW CREATURE, OF WHICH THE APOSTLE SAYS: "IF THEREFORE THERE IS ANY NEW CREATURE IN CHRIST JESUS, THE OLD THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY; BEHOLD, ALL THINGS ARE BECOME NEW."(3) WHEN YOU ASK WHY A CHRISTIAN DOES NOT OBSERVE THE BAPTISMS FOR VARIOUS KINDS OF UNCLEANNESS ACCORDING TO THE LAW, IF CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT, I REPLY, THAT HE DOES NOT OBSERVE THEM PRECISELY BECAUSE THEY WERE FIGURES OF THINGS TO COME, WHICH CHRIST HAS FULFILLED. FOR HE CAME TO BURY US WITH HIMSELF BY BAPTISM INTO DEATH, THAT AS CHRIST ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD, SO WE ALSO SHOULD WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE.(4) WHEN YOU ASK WHY CHRISTIANS DO NOT KEEP THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES, IF THE LAW IS NOT DESTROYED, BUT FULFILLED BY CHRIST, I REPLY THAT BELIEVERS ARE GOD'S TABERNACLE, IN WHOM, AS THEY ARE UNITED AND BUILT TOGETHER IN LOVE, GOD CONDESCENDS TO DWELL, SO THAT CHRISTIANS DO NOT KEEP THIS FEAST PRECISELY BECAUSE WHAT WAS THUS PREFIGURED IS NOW FULFILLED BY CHRIST IN HIS CHURCH. 
11. I TOUCH UPON THESE THINGS MERELY IN PASSING WITH THE UTMOST BREVITY, RATHER THAN OMIT THEM ALTOGETHER. THE SUBJECTS, TAKEN SEPARATELY, HAVE FILLED MANY LARGE VOLUMES, WRITTEN TO PROVE THAT THESE OBSERVANCES WERE TYPICAL OF CHRIST. SO, IT APPEARS THAT ALL THE THINGS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT WHICH YOU THINK ARE NOT OBSERVED BY CHRISTIANS BECAUSE CHRIST DESTROYED THE LAW, ARE IN FACT NOT OBSERVED BECAUSE CHRIST FULFILLED THE LAW. THE VERY INTENTION OF THE OBSERVANCES WAS TO PREFIGURE CHRIST. NOW THAT CHRIST HAS COME, INSTEAD OF ITS BEING STRANGE OR ABSURD THAT WHAT WAS DONE TO PREFIGURE HIS ADVENT SHOULD NOT BE DONE ANY MORE, IT IS PERFECTLY RIGHT AND REASONABLE. THE TYPICAL OBSERVANCES INTENDED TO PREFIGURE THE COMING OF CHRIST WOULD BE OBSERVED STILL, HAD THEY NOT BEEN FULFILLED BY THE COMING OF CHRIST; SO FAR IS IT FROM BEING THE CASE THAT OUR NOT OBSERVING THEM NOW IS ANY PROOF OF THEIR NOT BEING FULFILLED BY CHRIST'S COMING. THERE CAN BE NO RELIGIOUS SOCIETY, WHETHER THE RELIGION BE TRUE OR FALSE, WITHOUT SOME SACRAMENT OR VISIBLE SYMBOL TO SERVE AS A BOND OF UNION. THE IMPORTANCE OF THESE SACRAMENTS CANNOT BE OVERSTATED, AND ONLY SCOFFERS WILL TREAT THEM LIGHTLY. FOR IF PIETY REQUIRES THEM, IT MUST BE IMPIETY TO NEGLECT THEM. 
12. IT IS TRUE, THE UNGODLY MAY PARTAKE IN THE VISIBLE SACRAMENTS OF GODLINESS, AS WE READ THAT SIMON MAGUS RECEIVED HOLY BAPTISM. SUCH ARE THEY OF WHOM THE APOSTLE SAYS THAT "THEY HAVE THE FORM OF GODLINESS, BUT DENY THE POWER OF IT."(5) THE POWER OF GODLINESS IS THE END OF THE COMMANDMENT, THAT IS, LOVE OUT OF A PURE HEART, AND OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE, AND OF FAITH UNFEIGNED.(1) SO THE APOSTLE PETER, SPEAKING OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ARK, IN WHICH THE FAMILY OF NOAH WAS SAVED FROM THE DELUGE, SAYS, "SO BY A SIMILAR FIGURE BAPTISM ALSO SAVES YOU." AND LEST THEY SHOULD REST CONTENT WITH THE VISIBLE SACRAMENT, BY WHICH THEY HAD THE FORM OF GODLINESS, AND SHOULD DENY ITS POWER IN THEIR LIVES BY PROFLIGATE CONDUCT, HE IMMEDIATELY ADDS, "NOT THE PUTTING AWAY OF THE FILTH OF THE FLESH, BUT THE ANSWER OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE."(2) 
13. THUS THE SACRAMENTS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, WHICH WERE CELEBRATED IN OBEDIENCE TO THE LAW, WERE TYPES OF CHRIST WHO WAS TO COME; AND WHEN CHRIST FULFILLED THEM BY HIS ADVENT THEY WERE DONE AWAY, AND WERE DONE AWAY BECAUSE THEY WERE FULFILLED. FOR CHRIST CAME NOT TO DESTROY, BUT TO FULFILL. AND NOW THAT THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF FAITH IS REVEALED, AND THE CHILDREN OF GOD ARE CALLED INTO LIBERTY, AND THE YOKE OF BONDAGE WHICH WAS REQUIRED FOR CARNAL AND STIFF-NECKED PEOPLE IS TAKEN AWAY, OTHER SACRAMENTS ARE INSTITUTED, GREATER IN EFFICACY, MORE BENEFICIAL IN THEIR USE, EASIER IN PERFORMANCE, AND FEWER IN NUMBER. 
14. AND IF THE RIGHTEOUS MEN OF OLD, WHO SAW IN THE SACRAMENTS OF THEIR TIME THE PROMISE OF A FUTURE REVELATION OF FAITH, WHICH EVEN THEN THEIR PIETY ENABLED THEM TO DISCERN IN THE DIM LIGHT OF PROPHECY, AND BY WHICH THEY LIVED, FOR THE JUST CAN LIVE ONLY BY FAITH;(3) IF, THEN, THESE RIGHTEOUS MEN OF OLD WERE READY TO SUFFER, AS MANY ACTUALLY DID SUFFER, ALL TRIALS ARID TORTURES FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE TYPICAL SACRAMENTS WHICH PREFIGURED THINGS IN THE FUTURE; IF WE PRAISE THE THREE CHILDREN AND DANIEL, BECAUSE THEY REFUSED TO BE DEFILED BY MEAT FROM THE KING'S TABLE, FROM THEIR REGARD FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THEIR DAY; IF WE FEEL THE STRONGEST ADMIRATION FOR THE MACCABEES, WHO REFUSED TO TOUCH FOOD WHICH CHRISTIANS LAWFULLY USE;(4) HOW MUCH MORE SHOULD A CHRISTIAN IN OUR DAY BE READY TO SUFFER ALL THINGS FOR CHRIST'S BAPTISM, FOR CHRIST'S EUCHARIST, FOR CHRIST'S SACRED SIGN, SINCE THESE ARE PROOFS OF THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF WHAT THE FORMER SACRAMENTS ONLY POINTED FORWARD TO IN THE FUTURE! FOR WHAT IS STILL PROMISED TO THE CHURCH, THE BODY OF CHRIST, IS BOTH CLEARLY MADE KNOWN, AND IN THE SAVIOR HIMSELF, THE HEAD OF THE BODY, THE MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD AND MEN, THE MAN CHRIST JESUS, HAS ALREADY BEEN ACCOMPLISHED. IS NOT THE PROMISE OF ETERNAL LIFE BY RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD? THIS WE SEE FULFILLED IN THE FLESH OF HIM OF WHOM IT IS SAID, THAT THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND DWELT AMONG US.(5) IN FORMER DAYS FAITH WAS DIM, FOR THE SAINTS AND RIGHTEOUS MEN OF THOSE TIMES ALL BELIEVED AND HOPED FOR THE SAME THINGS, AND ALL THESE SACRAMENTS AND CEREMONIES POINTED TO THE FUTURE; BUT NOW WE HAVE THE REVELATION OF THE FAITH TO WHICH THE PEOPLE WERE SHUT UP UNDER THE LAW;(6) AND WHAT IS NOW PROMISED TO BELIEVERS IN THE JUDGMENT IS ALREADY ACCOMPLISHED IN THE EXAMPLE OF HIM WHO CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, BUT TO FULFILL THEM. 
15. IT IS A QUESTION AMONG THE STUDENTS OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, WHETHER THE FAITH IN CHRIST BEFORE HIS PASSION AND RESURRECTION, WHICH THE RIGHTEOUS MEN OF OLD LEARNED BY REVELATION OR GATHERED FROM PROPHECY, HAD THE SAME EFFICACY AS FAITH HAS NOW THAT CHRIST HAS SUFFERED AND RISEN; OR WHETHER THE ACTUAL SHEDDING OF THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB OF GOD, WHICH WAS, AS HE HIMSELF SAYS, FOR MANY FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS,(7) CONFERRED ANY BENEFIT IN THE WAY OF PURIFYING OR ADDING TO THE PURITY OF THOSE WHO LOOKED FORWARD IN FAITH TO THE DEATH OF CHRIST, BUT LEFT THE WORLD BEFORE IT TOOK PLACE; WHETHER, IN FACT, CHRIST'S DEATH REACHED TO THE DEAD, SO AS TO EFFECT THEIR LIBERATION. TO DISCUSS THIS QUESTION HERE, OR TO PROVE WHAT HAS BEEN ASCERTAINED ON THE SUBJECT, WOULD TAKE TOO LONG, BESIDES BEING FOREIGN FROM OUR PRESENT PURPOSE. 
16. MEANWHILE IT IS SUFFICIENT TO PROVE, IN OPPOSITION TO FAUSTUS' IGNORANT CAVILS, HOW GREATLY THEY MISTAKE WHO CONCLUDE, FROM THE CHANGE IN SIGNS AND SACRAMENTS, THAT THERE MUST BE A DIFFERENCE IN THE THINGS WHICH WERE PREFIGURED IN THE RITES OF A PROPHETIC DISPENSATION, AND WHICH ARE DECLARED TO BE ACCOMPLISHED IN THE RITES OF THE GOSPEL; OR THOSE, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHO THINK THAT AS THE THINGS ARE THE SAME, THE SACRAMENTS WHICH ANNOUNCE THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENT SHOULD NOT DIFFER FROM THE SACRAMENTS WHICH FORETOLD THAT ACCOMPLISHMENT. FOR IF IN LANGUAGE THE FORM OF THE VERB CHANGES IN THE NUMBER OF LETTERS AND SYLLABLES ACCORDING TO THE TENSE, AS DONE SIGNIFIES THE PAST, AND TO BE DONE THE FUTURE, WHY SHOULD NOT THE SYMBOLS WHICH DECLARE CHRIST'S DEATH AND RESURRECTION TO BE ACCOMPLISHED, DIFFER FROM THOSE WHICH PREDICTED THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENT, AS WE SEE A DIFFERENCE IN THE FORM AND SOUND OF THE WORDS, PAST AND FUTURE, SUFFERED AND TO SUFFER, RISEN AND TO RISE? FOR MATERIAL SYMBOLS ARE NOTHING ELSE THAN VISIBLE SPEECH, WHICH, THOUGH SACRED, IS CHANGEABLE AND TRANSITORY. FOR WHILE GOD IS ETERNAL, THE WATER OF BAPTISM, AND ALL THAT IS MATERIAL IN THE SACRAMENT, IS TRANSITORY: THE VERY WORD "GOD," WHICH MUST BE PRONOUNCED IN THE CONSECRATION, IS A SOUND WHICH PASSES IN A MOMENT. THE ACTIONS AND SOUNDS PASS AWAY, BUT THEIR EFFICACY REMAINS THE SAME, AND THE SPIRITUAL GIFT THUS COMMUNICATED IS ETERNAL. TO SAY, THEREFORE, THAT IF CHRIST HAD NOT DESTROYED THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, THE SACRAMENTS OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS WOULD CONTINUE TO BE OBSERVED IN THE CONGREGATIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, IS THE SAME AS TO SAY THAT IF CHRIST HAD NOT DESTROYED THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, HE WOULD STILL BE PREDICTED AS ABOUT TO BE BORN, TO SUFFER, AND TO RISE AGAIN; WHEREAS, IN FACT, IT IS PROVED THAT HE DID NOT DESTROY, BUT FULFILL THOSE THINGS, BECAUSE THE PROPHECIES OF HIS BIRTH, AND PASSION, AND RESURRECTION, WHICH WERE REPRESENTED IN THESE ANCIENT SACRAMENTS, HAVE CEASED, AND THE SACRAMENTS NOW OBSERVED BY CHRISTIANS CONTAIN THE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT HE HAS BEEN BORN, HAS SUFFERED, HAS RISEN. HE WHO CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, BUT TO FULFILL THEM, BY THIS FULFILLMENT DID AWAY WITH THOSE THINGS WHICH FORETOLD THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF WHAT IS THUS SHOWN TO BE NOW ACCOMPLISHED. PRECISELY IN THE SAME WAY, HE MIGHT SUBSTITUTE FOR THE EXPRESSIONS, "HE IS TO BE BORN, IS TO SUFFER, IS TO RISE," WHICH WERE IN THESE TIMES APPROPRIATE, THE EXPRESSIONS, "HE HAS BEEN BORN, HAS SUFFERED, HAS RISEN," WHICH ARE APPROPRIATE NOW THAT THE OTHERS ARE ACCOMPLISHED, AND SO DONE AWAY. 
17. CORRESPONDING TO THIS CHANGE IN WORDS IS THE CHANGE WHICH NATURALLY TOOK PLACE IN THE SUBSTITUTION OF NEW SACRAMENTS INSTEAD OF THOSE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. IN THE CASE OF THE FIRST CHRISTIANS, WHO CAME TO THE FAITH AS JEWS, IT WAS BY DEGREES THAT THEY WERE BROUGHT TO CHANGE THEIR CUSTOMS, AND TO HAVE A CLEAR PERCEPTION OF THE TRUTH; AND PERMISSION WAS GIVEN THEM BY THE APOSTLE TO PRESERVE THEIR HEREDITARY WORSHIP AND BELIEF, IN WHICH THEY HAD BEEN BORN AND BROUGHT UP; AND THOSE WHO HAD TO DO WITH THEM WERE REQUIRED TO MAKE ALLOWANCE FOR THIS RELUCTANCE TO ACCEPT NEW CUSTOMS. SO, THE APOSTLE CIRCUMCISED TIMOTHY, THE SON OF A JEWISH MOTHER AND A GREEK FATHER, WHEN THEY WENT AMONG PEOPLE OF THIS KIND; AND HE HIMSELF ACCOMMODATED HIS PRACTICE TO THEIRS, NOT HYPOCRITICALLY, BUT FOR A WISE PURPOSE. FOR THESE PRACTICES WERE HARMLESS IN THE CASE OF THOSE BORN AND BROUGHT UP IN THEM, THOUGH THEY WERE NO LONGER REQUIRED TO PREFIGURE THINGS TO COME. IT WOULD HAVE DONE MORE HARM TO CONDEMN THEM AS HURTFUL IN THE CASE OF THOSE TO WHOSE TIME IT L WAS INTENDED THAT THEY SHOULD CONTINUE. CHRIST, WHO CAME TO FULFILL ALL THESE PROPHECIES, FOUND THOSE PEOPLE TRAINED IN THEIR OWN RELIGION. BUT IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO HAD NO SUCH TRAINING, BUT WERE BROUGHT TO CHRIST, THE CORNER-STONE, FROM THE OPPOSITE WALL OF CIRCUMCISION, THERE WAS NO OBLIGATION TO ADOPT JEWISH CUSTOMS. IF, INDEED, LIKE TIMOTHY, THEY CHOSE TO ACCOMMODATE THEMSELVES TO THE VIEWS OF THOSE OF THE CIRCUMCISION WHO WERE STILL WEDDED TO THEIR OLD SACRAMENTS, THEY WERE FREE TO DO SO. BUT IF THEY SUPPOSED THAT THEIR HOPE AND SALVATION DEPENDED ON THESE WORKS OF THE LAW, THEY WERE WARNED AGAINST THEM AS A FATAL DANGER. SO THE APOSTLE SAYS: "BEHOLD, I PAUL SAY UNTO YOU, THAT IF YE BE CIRCUMCISED, CHRIST SHALL PROFIT YOU NOTHING;"(1) THAT IS, IF THEY WERE CIRCUMCISED, AS THEY WERE INTENDING TO BE, IN COMPLIANCE WITH SOME CORRUPT TEACHERS, WHO TOLD THEM THAT WITHOUT THESE WORKS OF THE LAW THEY COULD NOT BE SAVED. FOR WHEN, CHIEFLY THROUGH THE PREACHING OF THE APOSTLE PAUL, THE GENTILES WERE COMING TO THE FAITH OF CHRIST, AS IT WAS PROPER THAT THEY SHOULD COME, WITHOUT BEING BURDENED WITH JEWISH OBSERVANCES--FOR THOSE WHO WERE GROWN UP WERE DETERRED FROM THE FAITH BY FEAR OF CEREMONIES TO WHICH THEY WERE NOT ACCUSTOMED, ESPECIALLY OF CIRCUMCISION; AND IF THEY WHO HAD NOT BEEN TRAINED FROM THEIR BIRTH TO SUCH OBSERVANCES HAD BEEN MADE PROSELYTES IN THE USUAL WAY, IT WOULD HAVE IMPLIED THAT THE COMING OF CHRIST STILL REQUIRED TO BE PREDICTED AS A FUTURE EVENT;--WHEN, THEN, THE GENTILES WERE ADMITTED WITHOUT THESE CEREMONIES, THOSE OF THE CIRCUMCISION WHO BELIEVED, NOT UNDERSTANDING WHY THE GENTILES WERE NOT REQUIRED TO ADOPT THEIR CUSTOMS, NOR WHY THEY THEMSELVES WERE STILL ALLOWED TO RETAIN THEM, BEGAN TO DISTURB THE CHURCH WITH CARNAL CONTENTIONS. BECAUSE THE GENTILES WERE ADMITTED INTO THE PEOPLE OF GOD WITHOUT BEING MADE PROSELYTES IN THE I USUAL WAY BY CIRCUMCISION AND THE OTHER LEGAL OBSERVANCES. SOME ALSO OF THE CONVERTED GENTILES WERE BENT ON THESE CEREMONIES, FROM FEAR OF THE JEWS AMONG WHOM THEY LIVED. AGAINST THESE GENTILES THE APOSTLE PAUL OFTEN WROTE, AND WHEN PETER WAS CARRIED AWAY BY THEIR HYPOCRISY, HE CORRECTED HIM WITH A BROTHERLY REBUKE.(2) AFTERWARDS, WHEN THE APOSTLES MET IN COUNCIL, DECREED THAT THESE WORKS OF THE LAW WERE NOT OBLIGATORY IN THE CASE OF THE GENTILES,(3) SOME CHRISTIANS OF THE CIRCUMCISION WERE DISPLEASED, BECAUSE THEY FAILED TO UNDERSTAND THAT THESE OBSERVANCES WERE PERMISSIBLE ONLY IN THOSE WHO HAD BEEN TRAINED IN THEM BEFORE THE REVELATION OF FAITH, TO BRING TO A CLOSE THE PROPHETIC LIFE IN THOSE WHO WERE ENGAGED IN IT BEFORE THE PROPHECY WAS FULFILLED, LEST BY A COMPULSORY ABANDONMENT IT SHOULD SEEM TO BE CONDEMNED RATHER THAN CLOSED; WHILE TO LAY THESE THINGS ON THE GENTILES WOULD IMPLY EITHER THAT THEY WERE NOT INSTITUTED TO PREFIGURE CHRIST, OR THAT CHRIST WAS STILL TO BE PREFIGURED. THE ANCIENT PEOPLE OF GOD, BEFORE CHRIST CAME TO FULFILL THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, WERE REQUIRED TO OBSERVE ALL THESE THINGS BY WHICH CHRIST WAS PREFIGURED. IT WAS FREEDOM TO THOSE WHO UNDERSTOOD THE MEANING OF THE OBSERVANCE, BUT IT WAS BONDAGE TO THOSE WHO DID NOT. BUT THE PEOPLE IN THOSE LATTER TIMES WHO COME TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST AS HAVING ALREADY COME, AND SUFFERED, AND RISEN, IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHOM THIS FAITH FOUND TRAINED TO THOSE SACRAMENTS, ARE NEITHER REQUIRED TO OBSERVE THEM, NOR PROHIBITED FROM DOING SO; WHILE THERE IS A PROHIBITION IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO WERE NOT BOUND BY THE TIES OF CUSTOM, OR BY ANY NECESSITY, TO ACCOMMODATE THEMSELVES TO THE PRACTICE OF OTHERS, SO THAT IT MIGHT BECOME MANIFEST THAT THESE THINGS WERE INSTITUTED TO PREFIGURE CHRIST, AND THAT AFTER HIS COMING THEY WERE TO CEASE, BECAUSE THE PROMISES HAD BEEN FULFILLED. SOME BELIEVERS OF THE CIRCUMCISION WHO DID NOT UNDERSTAND THIS WERE DISPLEASED WITH THIS TOLERANT ARRANGEMENT WHICH THE HOLY SPIRIT EFFECTED THROUGH THE APOSTLES, AND STUBBORNLY INSISTED ON THE GENTILES BECOMING JEWS. THESE ARE THE PEOPLE OF WHOM FAUSTUS SPEAKS UNDER THE NAME OF SYMMACHIANS OR NAZOREAN’S. THEIR NUMBER IS NOW VERY SMALL, BUT THE SECT STILL CONTINUES, 
18. THE MANICHAEANS, THEREFORE HAVE NO GROUND FOR SAYING, IN DISPARAGEMENT OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, THAT CHRIST CRIME TO DESTROY RATHER THAN TO FULFILL THEM, BECAUSE CHRISTIANS DO NOT OBSERVE WHAT IS THERE ENJOINED: FOR THE ONLY THINGS WHICH THEY DO NOT OBSERVE ARE THOSE THAT PREFIGURED CHRIST, AND THESE ARE NOT OBSERVED BECAUSE THEIR FULFILLMENT IS IN CHRIST, AND WHAT IS FULFILLED IS NO LONGER PREFIGURED; THE TYPICAL OBSERVANCES HAVING PROPERLY COME TO A CLOSE IN THE TIME OF THOSE WHO, AFTER BEING TRAINED IN SUCH THINGS, HAD COME TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST AS THEIR FULFILLMENT. DO NOT CHRISTIANS OBSERVE THE PRECEPT OF SCRIPTURE "HEAR, O ISRAEL; THE LORD THY GOD IS ONE GOD;" "THOU SHALT NOT IMAGE," AND SO ON? DO MAKE CHRISTIANS NOT OBSERVE THE PRECEPT, "THOU SHALL NOT TAKE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD THY GOD IN VAIN?" DO CHRISTIANS NOT OBSERVE THE SABBATH, EVEN IN THE SENSE OF A TRUE REST? DO CHRISTIANS NOT HONOR THEIR PARENTS, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT? DO CHRISTIANS NOT ABSTAIN FROM FORNICATION, AND MURDER, AND THEFT, AND FALSE WITNESS, FROM COVETING THEIR NEIGHBOR'S WIFE, AND FROM COVETING HIS PROPERTY, ALL OF WHICH THINGS ARE WRITTEN IN THE LAW? THESE MORAL PRECEPTS ARE DISTINCT FROM TYPICAL SACRAMENTS: THE FORMER, ARE FULFILLED BY THE AID OF DIVINE GRACE, THE LATTER BY THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF WHAT THEY PROMISE. BOTH ARE FULFILLED IN CHRIST, WHO HAS EVER BEEN THE BESTOWER OF THIS GRACE, WHICH IS ALSO NOW REVEALED IN HIM, AND WHO NOW MAKES MANIFEST THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF WHAT HE IN FORMER TIMES PROMISED; FOR "THE LAW WAS GIVEN BY MOSES, BUT GRACE AND TRUTH CAME BY JESUS CHRIST."(1) AGAIN, THESE THINGS WHICH CONCERN THE KEEPING OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE ARE FULFILLED IN THE FAITH WHICH WORKETH BY LOVE;(2) WHILE TYPES OF THE FUTURE PASS AWAY WHEN THEY ARE ACCOMPLISHED. BUT EVEN THE TYPES ARE NOT DESTROYED, BUT FULFILLED; FOR CHRIST, IN BRINGING TO LIGHT WHAT THE TYPES SIGNIFIED, DOES NOT PROVE THEM VAIN OR ILLUSORY. 
19. FAUSTUS, THEREFORE, IS WRONG IN SUPPOSING THAT THE LORD JESUS FULFILLED SOME PRECEPTS OF RIGHTEOUS MEN WHO LIVED BEFORE THE LAW OF MOSES, SUCH AS, "THOU SHALL NOT KILL," WHICH CHRIST DID NOT OPPOSE, BUT RATHER CONFIRMED BY HIS PROHIBITION OF ANGER AND ABUSE; AND THAT HE DESTROYED SOME THINGS APPARENTLY PECULIAR TO THE HEBREW LAW, SUCH AS, "AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH," WHICH CHRIST. SEEMS RATHER TO ABOLISH THAN TO CONFIRM, WHEN HE SAYS, "BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT YE RESIST NOT EVIL; BUT IF ANY ONE, SMITE THEE ON THY RIGHT CHEEK, TURN TO HIM THE OTHER ALSO,"(3) AND SO ON. BUT WE SAY THAT EVEN THESE THINGS WHICH FAUSTUS THINKS CHRIST DESTROYED BY ENJOINING THE OPPOSITE, WERE SUITABLE TO THE TIMES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, AND WERE NOT DESTROYED, BUT FULFILLED BY CHRIST. 
20. IN THE FIRST PLACE LET ME ASK OUR OPPONENTS IF THESE ANCIENT RIGHTEOUS MEN, ENOCH AND SETH, WHOM FAUSTUS MENTIONS PARTICULARLY, AND ANY OTHERS WHO LIVED BEFORE MOSES, OR EVEN, IF YOU CHOOSE, BEFORE ABRAHAM, WERE ANGRY WITH THEIR BROTHER WITHOUT A CAUSE, OR SAID TO THEIR BROTHER, THOU FOOL. IF NOT, WHY MAY THEY NOT HAVE TAUGHT THESE THINGS AS WELL AS PREACHED THEM? AND IF THEY TAUGHT THESE THINGS, HOW CAN CHRIST BE SAID TO HAVE FULFILLED THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS OR THEIR TEACHING, ANY MORE THAN THAT OF MOSES, BY ADDING, "BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, IF ANY MAN IS ANGRY WITH HIS BROTHER, OR IF HE SAYS RACHA, OR IF HE SAYS, THOU FOOL, HE SHALL BE IN DANGER OF THE JUDGMENT, OR OF THE COUNCIL, OR OF HELL-FIRE," SINCE THESE MEN DID THESE VERY THINGS THEMSELVES, AND ENJOINED THEM UPON OTHERS? WILL IT BE SAID THAT THEY WERE IGNORANT OF ITS BEING THE DUTY OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN TO RESTRAIN HIS PASSION, AND NOT TO PROVOKE HIS BROTHER WITH ANGRY ABUSE; OR THAT, KNOWING THIS, THEY WERE UNABLE TO ACT ACCORDINGLY? IN THAT CASE, THEY DESERVED THE PUNISHMENT OF HELL, AND COULD NOT HAVE BEEN RIGHTEOUS. BUT NO ONE WILL VENTURE TO SAY THAT IN THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS THERE WAS SUCH IGNORANCE OF DUTY, AND SUCH A WANT OF SELF-CONTROL, AS TO MAKE THEM LIABLE TO THE PUNISHMENT OF HELL. HOW, THEN, CAN CHRIST BE SAID TO HAVE FULFILLED THE LAW, BY WHICH THESE MEN LIVED BY MEANS OF ADDING THINGS WITHOUT WHICH THEY COULD HAVE HAD NO RIGHTEOUSNESS AT ALL? WILL IT BE SAID THAT A HASTY TEMPER AND BAD LANGUAGE ARE SINFUL ONLY SINCE THE TIME OF CHRIST, WHILE FORMERLY SUCH QUALITIES OF THE HEART AND SPEECH WERE ALLOWABLE; AS WE FIND SOME INSTITUTIONS VARY ACCORDING TO THE TIMES, SO THAT WHAT IS PROPER AT ONE TIME IS IMPROPER AT ANOTHER, AND VICE VERSA? YOU WILL NOT BE SO FOOLISH AS TO MAKE THIS ASSERTION. BUT EVEN WERE YOU TO DO SO, THE REPLY WILL BE THAT, ACCORDING TO. THIS IDEA, CHRIST CAME NOT TO FULFILL WHAT WAS DEFECTIVE IN THE OLD LAW, BUT TO INSTITUTE A LAW WHICH DID NOT PREVIOUSLY EXIST; IF IT IS TRUE THAT WITH THE RIGHTEOUS MEN OF OLD IT WAS NOT A SIN TO SAY TO THEIR BROTHER, THOU FOOL, WHICH CHRIST PRONOUNCES SO SINFUL, THAT WHOEVER DOES SO IS IN DANGER OF HELL. SO, THEN, YOU BARE NOT SUCCEEDED IN FINDING ANY LAW OF WHICH IT CAN BE SAID THAT CHRIST SUPPLIED ITS DEFECT BY THESE ADDITIONS. 
21. WILL IT BE SAID THAT THE LAW IN THESE EARLY TIMES WAS INCOMPLETE AS REGARDS NOT COMMITTING ADULTERY, TILL IT WAS COMPLETED BY THE LORD, WHO ADDED THAT NO ONE SHOULD LOOK ON A WOMAN TO LUST AFTER HER? THIS IS WHAT YOU IMPLY IN THE WAY YOU QUOTE THE WORDS, "YE HAVE HEARD THAT IT HAS BEEN SAID, THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY: BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, DO NOT LUST EVEN." "HERE," YOU SAY, "IS THE FULFILLMENT." BUT LET US TAKE THE WORDS AS THEY STAND IN THE GOSPEL, WITHOUT ANY OF YOUR MODIFICATIONS, AND SEE WHAT CHARACTER YOU GIVE TO THOSE RIGHTEOUS MEN OF ANTIQUITY. THE WORDS ARE: "YE HAVE HEARD THAT IT HAS BEEN SAID, THOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY; BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT WHOSOEVER LOOKS ON A WOMAN TO LUST AFTER HER, HATH COMMITTED ADULTERY WITH HER ALREADY IN HIS HEART."(1) IN YOUR OPINION, THEN, ENOCH AND SETH, AND THE REST, COMMITTED ADULTERY IN THEIR HEARTS; AND EITHER THEIR HEART WAS NOT THE TEMPLE OF GOD, OR THEY COMMITTED ADULTERY IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD. BUT IF YOU DARE NOT SAY THIS, HOW CAN YOU SAY THAT CHRIST, WHEN HE CAME, FULFILLED THE LAW, WHICH WAS ALREADY IN THE TIME OF THOSE MEN COMPLETE? 
22. AS REGARDS NOT SWEARING, IN WHICH ALSO YOU SAY THAT CHRIST COMPLETED THE LAW GIVEN TO THESE RIGHTEOUS MEN OF ANTIQUITY, I CANNOT BE CERTAIN THAT THEY DID NOT SWEAR, FOR WE, FIND THAT PAUL THE APOSTLE SWORE. WITH YOU, SWEARING IS STILL A COMMON PRACTICE, FOR YOU SWEAR BY THE LIGHT, WHICH YOU LOVE AS FLIES DO; FOR THE LIGHT OF THE MIND WHICH LIGHTS EVERY MAN THAT COMETH INTO THE WORLD, AS DISTINCT FROM MERE NATURAL LIGHT, YOU KNOW NOTHING OF. YOU SWEAR, TOO, BY YOUR MASTER MANICHAEUS, WHOSE NAME IN HIS OWN TONGUE WAS MANES. AS THE NAME MANES SEEMED TO BE CONNECTED WITH THE GREEK WORD FOR MADNESS, YOU HAVE CHANGED IT BY ADDING A SUFFIX, WHICH ONLY MAKES MATTERS WORSE, BY GIVING THE NEW MEANING OF POURING FORTH MADNESS. ONE OF YOUR OWN, SECT TOLD ME THAT THE NAME MANICHAEUS WAS INTENDED TO BE DERIVED FROM THE GREEK WORDS FOR POURING FORTH MANNA; FOR KEEIN MEANS TO POUR. BUT, AS IT IS, YOU ONLY EXPRESS THE IDEA OF MADNESS WITH GREATER EMPHASIS. FOR BY ADDING THE TWO SYLLABLES, WHILE YOU HAVE FORGOTTEN TO INSERT ANOTHER LETTER IN THE BEGINNING OF THE WORD, YOU MAKE IT NOT MANICHAEUS, BUT MANICHAEUS; WHICH MUST MEAN THAT HE POURS FORTH MADNESS IN HIS LONG UNPROFITABLE DISCOURSES. AGAIN, YOU OFTEN SWEAR BY THE PARACLETE, NOT THE PARACLETE PROMISED AND SENT BY CHRIST TO HIS DISCIPLES, BUT THIS SAME MADNESS-POURER HIMSELF. SINCE, THEN, YOU ARE CONSTANTLY SWEARING, I SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW IN WHAT SENSE YOU MAKE CHRIST TO HAVE FULFILLED THIS PART OF THE LAW, WHICH IS ONE YOU MENTION AS BELONGING TO THE EARLIEST TIMES. AND WHAT DO YOU MAKE OF THE OATHS OF THE APOSTLE? FOR AS TO YOUR AUTHORITY, IT CANNOT WEIGH MUCH WITH YOURSELVES, NOT TO SPEAK OF ME OR ANY OTHER PERSON. IT IS THEREFORE EVIDENT THAT CHRIST'S WORDS, AM COME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT," HAVE NOT THE MEANING WHICH YOU GIVE THEM, CHRIST MAKES NO REFERENCE IN THESE WORDS TO HIS COMMENTS ON THE ANCIENT SAYINGS WHICH HE QUOTES, AND OF WHICH HIS DISCOURSE WAS AN EXPLANATION, BUT NOT A FULFILLMENT. 
23. THUS, AS REGARDS MURDER, WHICH WAS UNDERSTOOD TO MEAN MERELY THE DESTRUCTION OF THE BODY, BY WHICH A MAN IS DEPRIVED OF LIFE, THE LORD EXPLAINED THAT EVERY UNJUST DISPOSITION TO INJURE OUR BROTHER IS A KIND OF MURDER. SO, JOHN ALSO SAYS, "HE THAT HATES HIS BROTHER IS A MURDERER."(2) AND AS IT WAS THOUGHT THAT ADULTERY MEANT ONLY THE ACT OF UNLAWFUL INTERCOURSE WITH A WOMAN, THE MASTER SHOWED THAT THE LUST HE DESCRIBES IS ALSO ADULTERY. AGAIN, BECAUSE PERJURY IS A HEINOUS SIN, WHILE THERE IS NO SIN EITHER IN NOT SWEARING AT ALL OR IN SWEARING TRULY, THE LORD WISHED TO SECURE US FROM DEPARTING FROM THE TRUTH BY NOT SWEARING AT ALL, RATHER THAN THAT WE SHOULD BE IN DANGER OF PERJURY BY BEING IN THE HABIT OF SWEARING TRULY. FOR ONE WHO NEVER SWEARS IS LESS IN DANGER OF SWEARING FALSELY THAN ONE WHO IS IN THE HABIT OF SWEARING TRULY. SO, IN THE DISCOURSES OF THE APOSTLE WHICH ARE RECORDED, HE NEVER USED AN OATH, LEST HE SHOULD EVER FALL UNAWARES INTO PERJURY FROM BEING IN THE HABIT OF SWEARING. IN HIS WRITINGS, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHERE HE HAD MORE LEISURE AND OPPORTUNITY FOR CAUTION, WE FIND HIM USING OATHS IN SEVERAL PLACES, (1) TO TEACH US THAT THERE IS NO SIN IN SWEARING TRULY, BUT THAT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE INFIRMITY OF HUMAN NATURE, WE ARE BEST PRESERVED FROM PERJURY BY NOT SWEARING AT ALL. THESE CONSIDERATIONS WILL ALSO MAKE IT EVIDENT THAT THE THINGS WHICH FAUSTUS SUPPOSES TO BE PECULIAR TO MOSES WERE NOT DESTROYED BY CHRIST, AS HE SAYS THEY WERE. 
24. TO TAKE, FOR INSTANCE, THIS SAYING OF THE ANCIENTS, "THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR, AND HATE THINE ENEMY," HOW DOES FAUSTUS MAKE CUT THAT THIS IS PECULIAR TO MOSES? DOES NOT THE APOSTLE PAUL SPEAK OF SOME MEN AS HATEFUL TO GOD? (3) AND, INDEED, IN CONNECTION WITH THIS SAYING, THE LORD ENJOINS ON US THAT WE SHOULD IMITATE GOD. HIS WORDS ARE: "THAT YE MAY BE THE CHILDREN OF YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, WHO MAKES THE SUN TO RISE UPON THE EVIL AND THE GOOD, AND SENDS RAIN ON THE JUST AND THE UNJUST."(3) IN ORE SENSE WE MUST HATE OUR ENEMIES, AFTER THE EXAMPLE OF GOD, TO WHOM PAUL SAYS SOME MEN ARE HATEFUL; WHILE, AT THE SAME TIME, WE MUST ALSO LOVE OUR ENEMIES AFTER THE EXAMPLE OF GOD, WHO MAKES THE SUN TO RISE ON THE EVIL AND THE GOOD, AND SENDS RAIN ON THE JUST AND THE UNJUST. IF WE UNDERSTAND THIS, WE SHALL FIND THAT THE LORD, IN EXPLAINING TO THOSE WHO DID NOT RIGHTLY UNDERSTAND THE SAYING, THOU SHALT HATE THINE ENEMY, MADE USE OF IT TO SHOW THAT THEY SHOULD LOVE THEIR ENEMY, WHICH WAS A NEW IDEA TO THEM. IT WOULD TAKE TOO LONG TO SHOW THE CONSISTENCY OF THE TWO THINGS HERE. BUT WHEN THE MANICHAEANS CONDEMN WITHOUT EXCEPTION THE PRECEPT, THOU SHALL HATE THINE ENEMY, THEY MAY EASILY BE MET WITH THE QUESTION WHETHER THEIR GOD LOVES THE RACE OF DARKNESS. OR, IF WE SHOULD LOVE OUR ENEMIES NOW, BECAUSE THEY HAVE A PART OF GOOD, SHOULD WE NOT ALSO HATE THEM AS HAVING A PART OF EVIL? SO EVEN IN THIS WAY IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THERE IS NO OPPOSITION BETWEEN THE SAYING OF ANCIENT TIMES, THOU SHALL HATE THINE ENEMY, AND THAT OF THE GOSPEL, LOVE YOUR ENEMIES. FOR EVERY WICKED MAN SHOULD BE HATED AS FAR AS HE IS WICKED; WHILE HE SHOULD BE LOVED AS A MAN. THE VICE WHICH WE RIGHTLY HATE IN HIM IS TO BE CONDEMNED, THAT BY ITS REMOVAL THE HUMAN NATURE WHICH WE RIGHTLY LOVE IN HIM MAY BE AMENDED. THIS IS PRECISELY THE PRINCIPLE WE MAINTAIN, THAT WE SHOULD HATE OUR ENEMY FOR WHAT IS EVIL IN HIM, THAT IS, FOR HIS WICKEDNESS; WHILE WE ALSO LOVE OUR ENEMY FOR THAT WHICH IS GOOD IN HIM, THAT IS, FOR HIS NATURE AS A SOCIAL AND RATIONAL BEING. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN US AND THE MANICHAEANS IS, THAT WE PROVE THE MAN TO BE WICKED, NOT BY NATURE, EITHER HIS OWN OR ANY OTHER, BUT BY HIS OWN WILL; WHEREAS THEY THINK THAT A MAN IS EVIL ON ACCOUNT OF THE NATURE OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS, WHICH, ACCORDING TO THEM, WAS AN OBJECT OF DREAD TO GOD WHEN HE EXISTED ENTIRE, AND BY WHICH ALSO HE WAS PARTLY CONQUERED, SO THAT HE CANNOT BE ENTIRELY SET FREE. THE [SEXLESS] INTENTION OF THE LORD, THEN, IS TO CORRECT THOSE WHO, FROM KNOWING WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING WHAT WAS SAID BY THEM OF OLD TIME, THOU SHALT HATE THINE ENEMY, HATED THEIR FELLOW-MEN INSTEAD OF ONLY HATING THEIR WICKEDNESS; AND FOR THIS PURPOSE, HE SAYS, LOVE YOUR ENEMIES. INSTEAD OF DESTROYING WHAT IS WRITTEN ABOUT HATRED OF ENEMIES IN THE LAW, OF WHICH HE SAID, "I AM COME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT," HE WOULD HAVE US LEARN, FROM THE DUTY OF LOVING OUR ENEMIES, HOW IT IS POSSIBLE IN THE CASE OF ONE AND THE SAME PERSON, BOTH TO HATE HIM FOR HIS SIN, AND TO LOVE HIM FOR HIS NATURE. IT IS TOO MUCH TO EXPECT OUR PERVERSE OPPONENTS TO UNDERSTAND THIS. BUT WE CAN SILENCE THEM, BY SHOWING THAT BY THEIR IRRATIONAL OBJECTION THEY CONDEMN THEIR OWN GOD, OF WHOM THEY CANNOT SAY THAT HE LOVES THE RACE OF DARKNESS; SO THAT IN ENJOINING ON EVERY ONE TO LOVE HIS ENEMY, THEY CANNOT QUOTE HIS EXAMPLE. THERE WOULD APPEAR TO BE MORE LOVE OF THEIR ENEMY IN THE RACE OF DARKNESS THAN IN THE GOD OF THE MANICHAEANS. THE STORY IS, THAT THE RACE OF DARKNESS COVETED THE DOMAIN OF LIGHT BORDERING ON THEIR TERRITORY, AND, FROM A DESIRE TO POSSESS IT, FORMED THE PLAN OF INVADING IT. NOR IS THERE ANY SIN IN DESIRING TRUE GOODNESS AND BLESSEDNESS. FOR THE LORD SAYS, "THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN SUFFERS VIOLENCE, AND THE VIOLENT TAKE IT BY FORCE."(4) THIS FABULOUS RACE OF DARKNESS, THEN, WISHED TO TAKE BY FORCE THE GOOD THEY DESIRED, FOR ITS BEAUTIFUL AND ATTRACTIVE APPEARANCE. BUT GOD, INSTEAD OF RETURNING THE LOVE OF THOSE WHO WISHED TO POSSESS HIM, HATED IT SO AS TO ENDEAVOR TO ANNIHILATE THEM. IF, THEREFORE, THE EVIL LOVE THE GOOD IN THE DESIRE TO POSSESS IT, WHILE THE GOOD HATE THE EVIL IN FEAR OF BEING DEFILED, I ASK THE MANICHAEANS, WHICH OF THESE OBEYS THE PRECEPT OF THE LORD, "LOVE YOUR ENEMIES"? IF YOU INSIST ON MAKING THESE PRECEPTS OPPOSED TO ONE ANOTHER, IT WILL FOLLOW THAT YOUR GOD OBEYED WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE LAW OF MOSES, "THOU SHALL HATE THINE ENEMY"; WHILE THE RACE OF DARKNESS OBEYED WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE GOSPEL, "LOVE YOUR ENEMIES." HOWEVER, YOU HAVE NEVER SUCCEEDED IN EXPLAINING THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FLIES THAT FLY IN THE DAY-TIME AND THE MOTHS THAT FLY AT NIGHT; FOR BOTH, ACCORDING TO YOU, BELONG TO THE RACE OF DARKNESS. HOW IS IT THAT ONE KIND LOVE THE LIGHT, CONTRARY TO THEIR NATURE; WHILE THE OTHER KIND AVOID IT, AND PREFER THE DARKNESS FROM WHICH THEY SPRUNG? STRANGE, THAT FILTHY SEWERS SHOULD BREED A CLEANER SORT THAN DARK CLOSETS! 
25. NOR, AGAIN, IS THERE ANY OPPOSITION BETWEEN THAT WHICH WAS SAID BY THEM OF OLD TIME, "AN EYE FOR AN EYE, A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH," AND WHAT THE LORD SAYS, "BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT YE RESIST NOT EVIL; BUT IF ANY ONE SMITES THEE ON THY RIGHT CHEEK, TURN TO HIM THE OTHER ALSO," AND SO ON (1) THE OLD PRECEPT AS WELL AS THE NEW IS INTENDED TO CHECK THE VEHEMENCE OF HATRED, AND TO CURB THE IMPETUOSITY OF ANGRY PASSION. FOR WHO WILL OF HIS OWN ACCORD BE SATISFIED WITH A REVENGE EQUAL TO THE INJURY? DO WE NOT SEE MEN, ONLY SLIGHTLY HURT, EAGER FOR SLAUGHTER, THIRSTING FOR BLOOD, AS IF THEY COULD NEVER MAKE THEIR ENEMY SUFFER ENOUGH? IF A MAN RECEIVES A BLOW, DOES HE NOT SUMMON HIS ASSAILANT, THAT HE MAY BE CONDEMNED IN THE COURT OF LAW? OR IF HE PREFERS TO RETURN THE BLOW, DOES HE NOT FALL UPON THE MAN WITH HAND AND HEEL, OR PERHAPS WITH A WEAPON, IF HE CAN GET HOLD OF ONE? TO PUT A RESTRAINT UPON A REVENGE SO UNJUST FROM ITS EXCESS, THE LAW ESTABLISHED THE PRINCIPLE OF COMPENSATION, THAT THE PENALTY SHOULD CORRESPOND TO THE INJURY INFLICTED. SO, THE PRECEPT, "AN EYE FOR AN EYE, A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH," INSTEAD OF BEING A BRAND TO KINDLE A FIRE THAT WAS QUENCHED, WAS RATHER A COVERING TO PREVENT THE FIRE ALREADY KINDLED FROM SPREADING. FOR THERE IS A JUST REVENGE DUE TO THE INJURED PERSON FROM HIS ASSAILANT; SO THAT WHEN WE PARDON, WE GIVE UP WHAT WE MIGHT JUSTLY CLAIM. THUS, IN THE LORD'S PRAYER, WE ARE TAUGHT TO FORGIVE OTHERS THEIR DEBTS THAT GOD MAY FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS. THERE IS NO INJUSTICE IN ASKING BACK A DEBT, THOUGH THERE IS KINDNESS IN FORGIVING IT. BUT AS, IN SWEARING, ONE WHO SWEARS, EVEN THOUGH TRULY, IS IN DANGER OF PERJURY, OF WHICH ONE IS IN NO DANGER WHO NEVER SWEARS; AND WHILE SWEARING TRULY IS NOT A SIN, WE ARE FURTHER. FROM SIN BY NOT SWEARING; SO THAT THE COMMAND NOT TO SWEAR IS A GUARD AGAINST PERJURY: IN THE SAME WAY SINCE IT IS SINFUL TO WISH TO BE REVENGED WITH AN UNJUST EXCESS, THOUGH THERE IS NO SIN IN WISHING FOR REVENGE WITHIN THE LIMITS OF JUSTICE, THE MAN WHO WISHES FOR NO REVENGE AT ALL IS FURTHER FROM THE SIN OF AN UNJUST REVENGE. IT IS SIN TO DEMAND MORE THAN IS DUE, THOUGH IT IS NO SIN TO DEMAND A DEBT. AND THE BEST SECURITY AGAINST THE SIN OF MAKING AN UNJUST DEMAND IS TO DEMAND NOTHING, ESPECIALLY CONSIDERING THE DANGER OF BEING COMPELLED TO PAY THE DEBT TO HIM WHO IS IN DEBTED TO NONE. THUS, I WOULD EXPLAIN THE PASSAGE AS FOLLOWS: IT HAS BEEN SAID BY THEM OF OLD TIME, THOU SHALL NOT TAKE UNJUST REVENGE; BUT I SAY, TAKE NO REVENGE AT ALL: HERE IS THE FULFILLMENT. IT IS THUS THAT FAUSTUS, AFTER QUOTING," IT HAS BEEN SAID, THOU SHALL NOT SWEAR FALSELY; BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, SWEAR NOT AT ALL," ADDS: HERE IS THE FULFILLMENT. I MIGHT USE THE SAME EXPRESSION IF I THOUGHT THAT BY THE ADDITION OF THESE WORDS CHRIST SUPPLIED A DEFECT IN THE LAW, AND NOT RATHER THAT THE INTENTION OF THE LAW TO PREVENT UNJUST REVENGE IS BEST SECURED BY NOT TAKING REVENGE AT ALL, IN THE SAME WAY AS THE INTENTION TO PREVENT PERJURY IS BEST SECURED BY NOT SWEARING AT ALL. FOR IF "AN EYE FOR AN EYE" IS OPPOSED TO "IF ANY ONE SMITE THEE ON THE CHEEK, TURN TO HIM THE OTHER ALSO," IS THERE NOT AS MUCH OPPOSITION BETWEEN "THOU SHALT PERFORM UNTO THE LORD THINE OATH," AND "SWEAR NOT AT ALL?"(2) IF FAUSTUS THINKS THAT THERE IS NOT DESTRUCTION, BUT FULFILLMENT, IN THE ONE CASE, HE OUGHT TO THINK THE SAME OF THE OTHER. FOR IF "SWEAR NOT" IS THE FULFILLMENT OF "SWEAR TRULY," WHY SHOULD NOT "TAKE NO REVENGE" BE THE FULFILLMENT OF "TAKE REVENGE JUSTLY"? SO, ACCORDING TO MY INTERPRETATION, THERE IS IN BOTH CASES A GUARD AGAINST SIN, EITHER OF FALSE SWEARING OR OF UNJUST REVENGE; THOUGH, AS REGARDS GIVING UP THE RIGHT TO REVENGE, THERE IS THE ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATION THAT, BY FORGIVING SUCH DEBTS, WE SHALL OBTAIN THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR DEBTS. THE OLD PRECEPT WAS REQUIRED IN THE CASE OF A SELF-WILLED PEOPLE, TO TEACH THEM NOT TO BE EXTRAVAGANT IN THEIR DEMANDS. THUS, WHEN THE RAGE EAGER FOR UNRESTRAINED VENGEANCE, WAS SUBDUED, THERE WOULD BE LEISURE FOR ANY ONE SO DISPOSED TO CONSIDER THE DESIRABLENESS OF HAVING HIS OWN DEBT CANCELLED BY THE LORD, AND SO TO BE LED BY THIS CONSIDERATION TO FORGIVE THE DEBT OF HIS FELLOW-SERVANT. 
26. AGAIN, WE SHALL FIND ON EXAMINATION, THAT THERE IS NO OPPOSITION BETWEEN THE PRECEPT OF THE LORD ABOUT NOT PUTTING AWAY A WIFE, AND WHAT WAS SAID BY THEM OF OLD TIME: "WHOSOEVER PUTS AWAY HIS WIFE, LET HIM GIVE HER A WRITING OF DIVORCEMENT."(3) THE LORD EXPLAINS THE [SEXLESS] INTENTION OF THE LAW, WHICH REQUIRED A BILL OF DIVORCE IN EVERY CASE WHERE A WIFE WAS PUT AWAY. THE PRECEPT NOT TO PUT AWAY A WIFE IS THE OPPOSITE OF SAYING THAT A MAN MAY PUT AWAY HIS WIFE IF HE PLEASES; WHICH IS NOT WHAT THE LAW SAYS. ON THE CONTRARY, TO PREVENT THE WIFE FROM BEING PUT AWAY, THE LAW REQUIRED THIS INTERMEDIATE STEP, THAT THE EAGERNESS FOR SEPARATION MIGHT BE CHECKED BY THE WRITING OF THE BILL, AND THE MAN MIGHT HAVE TIME TO THINK OF THE EVIL OF PUTTING AWAY HIS WIFE; ESPECIALLY SINCE, AS IT IS SAID, AMONG THE HEBREWS IT WAS UNLAWFUL FOR ANY BUT THE SCRIBES TO WRITE HEBREW: FOR THE SCRIBES CLAIMED THE POSSESSION OF SUPERIOR WISDOM; AND IF THEY WERE MEN OF UPRIGHT AND PIOUS CHARACTER, THEIR PURSUITS MIGHT JUSTLY ENTITLE THEM TO MAKE THIS CLAIM. IN REQUIRING, THEREFORE, THAT IN PUTTING AWAY HIS WIFE, A MAN SHOULD GIVE HER A WRITING OF DIVORCEMENT, THE DESIGN WAS THAT HE SHOULD BE OBLIGED TO HAVE RECOURSE TO THOSE FROM WHOM HE MIGHT EXPECT TO RECEIVE A CAUTIOUS INTERPRETATION OF THE LAW, AND SUITABLE ADVICE AGAINST SEPARATION. HAVING NO OTHER WAY OF GETTING THE BILL WRITTEN, THE MAN SHOULD BE OBLIGED TO SUBMIT TO THEIR DIRECTION, AND TO ALLOW OF THEIR ENDEAVORS TO RESTORE PEACE AND HARMONY BETWEEN HIM AND HIS WIFE. IN A CASE WHERE THE HATRED COULD NOT BE OVERCOME OR CHECKED, THE BILL WOULD OF COURSE BE WRITTEN A WIFE MIGHT WITH REASON BE PUT AWAY WHEN WISE COUNSEL FAILED TO RESTORE THE PROPER FEELING AND AFFECTION IN THE MIND OF HER HUSBAND. IF THE WIFE IS NOT LOVED, SHE IS TO BE PUT AWAY. AND THAT SHE MAY NOT BE PUT AWAY, IT IS THE HUSBAND'S DUTY TO LOVE HER. NOW, WHILE A MAN CANNOT BE FORCED TO LOVE AGAINST HIS WILL, HE MAY BE INFLUENCED BY ADVICE AND PERSUASION. THIS WAS THE DUTY OF THE SCRIBE, AS A WISE AND UPRIGHT MAN; AND THE LAW GAVE HIM THE OPPORTUNITY, BY REQUIRING THE HUSBAND IN ALL CASES OF QUARREL TO GO TO HIM, TO GET THE BILL OF DIVORCEMENT WRITTEN. NO GOOD OR PRUDENT MAN WOULD WRITE THE BILL UNLESS IT WERE A CASE OF SUCH OBSTINATE AVERSION AS TO MAKE RECONCILIATION IMPOSSIBLE. BUT ACCORDING TO YOUR IMPIOUS NOTIONS, THERE CAN BE NOTHING IN PUTTING AWAY A WIFE; FOR MATRIMONY, ACCORDING TO YOU, IS A CRIMINAL INDULGENCE. THE WORD "MATRIMONY" SHOWS THAT A MAN TAKES A WIFE IN ORDER THAT SHE MAY BECOME A MOTHER, WHICH WOULD BE AN EVIL IN YOUR ESTIMATION. ACCORDING TO YOU, THIS WOULD IMPLY THAT PART OF YOUR GOD IS OVERCOME AND CAPTURED BY THE RACE OF DARKNESS, AND BOUND IN THE FETTERS OF FLESH. 
27. BUT, TO EXPLAIN THE POINT IN HAND: IF CHRIST, IN ADDING THE WORDS, "BUT I SAY UNTO YOU," TO THE QUOTATIONS HE MAKES OF ANCIENT SAYINGS, NEITHER FULFILLED THE LAW OF PRIMITIVE TIMES BY HIS ADDITIONS, NOR DESTROYED THE LAW GIVEN TO MOSES BY OPPOSITE PRECEPTS, BUT RATHER PAID SUCH DEFERENCE TO THE HEBREW LAW IN ALL THE QUOTATIONS HE MADE FROM IT, AS TO MAKE HIS OWN REMARKS CHIEFLY EXPLANATORY OF WHAT THE LAW STATED LESS DISTINCTLY, OR A MEANS OF SECURING THE DESIGN INTENDED BY THE LAW, IT FOLLOWS THAT FROM THE WORDS, "I CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT" WE ARE NOT TO UNDERSTAND THAT CHRIST BY HIS PRECEPTS FILLED UP WHAT WAS WANTING IN THE LAW; BUT THAT WHAT THE LITERAL COMMAND FAILED IN DOING FROM THE PRIDE AND DISOBEDIENCE OF MEN, IS ACCOMPLISHED BY GRACE IN THOSE WHO ARE BROUGHT TO REPENTANCE AND HUMILITY. THE FULFILLMENT IS NOT IN ADDITIONAL WORDS, BUT IN ACTS OF OBEDIENCE. SO THE APOSTLE SAYS "FAITH WORKETH BY LOVE;"(1) AND AGAIN, HE THAT LOVETH ANOTHER HATH FULFILLED THE LAW."(2) THIS LOVE, BY WHICH ALSO THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW CAN BE FULFILLED WAS BESTOWED IN ITS SIGNIFICANCE BY CHRIST IN HIS COMING, THROUGH THE SPIRIT WHICH HE SENT ACCORDING TO HIS PROMISE; AND THEREFORE HE SAID, "I CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT." THIS IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN WHICH THE PROMISE OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS MADE TO THIS LOVE; WHICH WAS TYPIFIED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, SUITABLY TO THE TIMES OF THAT DISPENSATION. SO, CHRIST SAYS AGAIN; "A NEW COMMANDMENT I GIVE UNTO YOU, THAT YE LOVE ONE ANOTHER."(3) 
28. SO WE FIND IN THE OLD TESTAMENT ALL OR NEARLY ALL THE COUNSELS AND PRECEPTS WHICH CHRIST INTRODUCES WITH THE WORDS "BUT I SAY UNTO YOU.' AGAINST ANGER IT IS WRITTEN, "MINE EYES TROUBLED BECAUSE OF ANGER;"(4) AND AGAIN, "BETTER IS HE THAT CONQUERS HIS ANGER, THAN HE THAT TAKETH A CITY."(5) AGAINST HARD WORDS, 'THE STROKE OF A WHIP MAKES A WOUND; BUT THE STROKE OF THE TONGUE BREAKS THE BONES."(6) AGAINST ADULTERY IN THE HEART, "THOU SHALL NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOR'S WIFE."(7) IT IS NOT," THOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY;" BUT, "THOU SHALL NOT COVET." THE APOSTLE, IN QUOTING THIS, SAYS: "I HAD NOT KNOWN LUST, UNLESS THE LAW HAD SAID, THOU SHALT NOT COVET."(8) REGARDING PATIENCE IN NOT OFFERING RESISTANCE, A MAN IS PRAISED WHO "GIVETH HIS CHEEK TO HIM THAT SMITES HIM, AND WHO IS FILLED FULL WITH REPROACH."(9) OF LOVE TO ENEMIES IT IS SAID: "IF THINE ENEMY HUNGER, FEED HIM; IF HE THIRST, GIVE HIM DRINK."(10) THIS ALSO IS QUOTED BY THE APOSTLE."(11) IN THE PSALM, TOO, IT IS SAID, "I WAS A PEACEMAKER AMONG THEM THAT HATED PEACE;"(1) AND IN MANY SIMILAR PASSAGES. IN CONNECTION ALSO WITH OUR IMITATING GOD IN REFRAINING FROM TAKING REVENGE, AND IN LOVING EVEN THE WICKED, THERE IS A PASSAGE CONTAINING A FULL DESCRIPTION OF GOD IN THIS CHARACTER; FOR IT IS WRITTEN: "TO THEE ALONE EVER BELONGS GREAT STRENGTH, AND WHO CAN WITHSTAND THE POWER OF THINE ARM? FOR THE WHOLE WORLD BEFORE THEE IS AS A LITTLE GRAIN OF THE BALANCE; YEA, AS A DROP OF THE MORNING DEW THAT FALLS DOWN UPON THE EARTH. BUT THOU HAST MERCY UPON ALL, FOR THOU CANST DO ALL THINGS, AND WINK AT THE SINS OF MEN, BECAUSE OF REPENTANCE. FOR THOU LOVE ALL THINGS THAT ARE, AND ABHOR NOTHING WHICH THOU HAST MADE; FOR NEVER WOULD THOU HAVE MADE ANYTHING IF THOU HAD HATED IT. AND HOW COULD ANYTHING, HAVE ENDURED, IF IT HAD NOT BEEN THY WILL? OR BEEN PRESERVED, IF NOT CALLED BY THEE? BUT THOU SPAREST ALL; FOR THEY ARE THINE, O LORD, THOU LOVER OF SOULS. FOR THY GOOD SPIRIT IS IN ALL THINGS; THEREFORE CHASTEN THOU THEM BY LITTLE AND LITTLE THAT OFFEND, AND WARN THEM BY PUTTING THEM IN REMEMBRANCE WHEREIN THEY HAVE OFFENDED, THAT LEARNING THEIR WICKEDNESS, THEY MAY BELIEVE IN THEE, O LORD."(2) CHRIST EXHORTS US TO IMITATE THIS LONG-SUFFERING GOODNESS OF GOD, WHO MAKES THE SUN TO RISE UPON THE EVIL AND THE GOOD, AND SENDS RAIN ON THE JUST AND ON THE UNJUST; THAT WE MAY NOT BE CAREFUL TO REVENGE, BUT MAY DO GOOD TO THEM THAT HATE US, AND SO MAY BE PERFECT, EVEN AS OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN IS PERFECT.(3) FROM ANOTHER PASSAGE IN THESE ANCIENT BOOKS WE LEARN THAT, BY NOT EXACTING THE VENGEANCE DUE TO US, WE OBTAIN THE REMISSION OF OUR OWN SINS; AND THAT BY NOT FORGIVING THE DEBTS OF OTHERS, WE INCUR THE DANGER OF BEING REFUSED FORGIVENESS WHEN WE PRAY FOR THE REMISSION OF OUR OWN DEBTS: "HE THAT REVENGES SHALL FIND VENGEANCE FROM THE LORD, AND HE WILL SURELY KEEP HIS SIN IN REMEMBRANCE. FORGIVE THY NEIGHBOR THE HURT THAT HE HATH DONE TO THEE; SO, SHALL THY SINS ALSO BE FORGIVEN WHEN THOU PRAY. ONE MAN BEARS HATRED AGAINST ANOTHER, AND CLOTH HE, SEEK PARDON OF THE LORD? HE SHOWS NO MERCY TO A MAN WHO IS LIKE HIMSELF; AND DOTH HE, ASK FORGIVENESS OF HIS OWN SINS? IF HE THAT IS BUT FLESH NOURISHES HATRED, AND ASKS FOR FAVOR FROM THE LORD, WHO WILL ENTREAT FOR THE PARDON OF HIS SINS?"(4) 
29. AS REGARDS NOT PUTTING AWAY A WIFE, THERE IS NO NEED TO QUOTE ANY OTHER PASSAGE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT THAN THAT REFERRED TO MOST APPROPRIATELY IN THE LORD'S REPLY TO THE JEWS WHEN THEY QUESTIONED HIM ON THIS SUBJECT. FOR WHEN THEY ASKED WHETHER IT IS LAWFUL FOR A MAN TO PUT AWAY HIS WIFE FOR ANY REASON, THE LORD ANSWERED: "HAVE YE NOT READ, THAT HE THAT MADE THEM AT THE BEGINNING MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE, AND SAID, FOR THIS CAUSE SHALL A MAN LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, AND SHALL CLEAVE TO HIS WIFE, AND THEY TWO SHALL BE ONE FLESH? THEREFORE, THEY ARE NO LONGER TWAIN, BUT ONE FLESH. WHAT THEREFORE GOD HATH JOINED, LET NO MAN PUT ASUNDER."(5) HERE THE JEWS, WHO THOUGHT THAT THEY ACTED ACCORDING TO THE INTENTION OF THE LAW OF MOSES IN PUTTING AWAY THEIR WIVES, ARE MADE TO SEE FROM THE BOOK OF MOSES THAT A WIFE SHOULD NOT BE PUT AWAY. AND, BY THE WAY, WE LEARN HERE, FROM CHRIST'S OWN DECLARATION, THAT GOD MADE AND JOINED MALE AND FEMALE; SO THAT BY DENYING THIS, THE MANICHAEANS ARE GUILTY OF OPPOSING THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST AS WELL AS THE WRITINGS OF MOSES. AND SUPPOSING THEIR DOCTRINE TO BE TRUE, THAT THE DEVIL MADE AND JOINED MALE AND FEMALE, WE SEE THE DIABOLICAL CUNNING OF FAUSTUS IN FINDING FAULT WITH MOSES FOR DISSOLVING MARRIAGES BY GRANTING A BILL OF DIVORCE, AND PRAISING CHRIST FOR STRENGTHENING THE UNION BY THE PRECEPT IN THE GOSPEL. INSTEAD OF THIS, FAUSTUS, CONSISTENTLY WITH HIS OWN FOOLISH AND IMPIOUS NOTIONS, SHOULD HAVE PRAISED MOSES FOR SEPARATING WHAT WAS MADE AND JOINED BY THE DEVIL, AND SHOULD HAVE BLAMED CHRIST FOR RATIFYING A BOND OF THE DEVIL'S WORKMANSHIP. TO RETURN, LET US HEAR THE GOOD MASTER EXPLAIN HOW MOSES, WHO WROTE OF THE CONJUGAL CHASTITY IN THE FIRST UNION OF MALE AND FEMALE AS SO HOLY AND INVIOLABLE, AFTERWARDS ALLOWED THE PEOPLE TO PUT AWAY THEIR WIVES. FOR WHEN THE JEWS REPLIED, "WHY DID MOSES THEN COMMAND TO GIVE A WRITING OF DIVORCEMENT, AND TO PUT HER AWAY?" CHRIST SAID UNTO THEM, "MOSES, BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF YOUR HEART, SUFFERED YOU TO PUT AWAY YOUR WIVES."(6) THIS PASSAGE WE HAVE ALREADY EXPLAINED.(7) THE HARDNESS MUST HAVE BEEN GREAT INDEED WHICH COULD NOT BE INDUCED TO ADMIT THE RESTORATION OF WEDDED LOVE, EVEN THOUGH BY MEANS OF THE WRITING AN OPPORTUNITY WAS AFFORDED FOR ADVICE TO BE GIVEN TO THIS EFFECT BY WISE AND UPRIGHT MEN. THEY THE LORD QUOTED THE SAME LAW, TO SHOW BOTH WHAT WAS ENJOINED ON THE GOOD AND WHAT WAS PERMITTED TO THE HARD; FOR, FROM WHAT IS WRITTEN OF THE UNION OF MALE AND FEMALE, HE PROVED THAT A WIFE MUST NOT BE PUT AWAY, AND POINTED OUT THE DIVINE AUTHORITY FOR THE UNION; AND SHOWS FROM THE SAME SCRIPTURES THAT A BILL OF DIVORCEMENT WAS TO BE GIVEN BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF THE HEART, WHICH MIGHT BE SUBDUED OR MIGHT NOT. 
30. SINCE, THEN, ALL THESE EXCELLENT PRECEPTS OF THE LORD, WHICH FAUSTUS TRIES TO PROVE TO BE CONTRARY TO THE OLD BOOKS OF THE HEBREWS, ARE FOUND IN THESE VERY BOOKS, THE ONLY SENSE IN WHICH THE LORD CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT, IS THIS, THAT BESIDES THE FULFILLMENT OF THE PROPHETIC TYPES, WHICH ARE SET ASIDE BY THEIR ACTUAL ACCOMPLISHMENT, THE PRECEPTS ALSO, IN WHICH THE LAW IS HOLY, AND JUST, AND. GOOD, ARE FULFILLED IN US, NOT BY THE OLDNESS OF THE LETTER WHICH COMMANDS, AND INCREASES THE OFFENCE OF THE PROUD BY THE ADDITIONAL GUILT OF TRANSGRESSION, BUT BY THE NEWNESS OF THE SPIRIT, WHO AIDS US, AND BY THE OBEDIENCE OF THE HUMBLE, THROUGH THE SAVING GRACE WHICH SETS US FREE. FOR, WHILE ALL THESE SUBLIME PRECEPTS ARE FOUND IN THE ANCIENT BOOKS, STILL THE END TO WHICH THEY POINT IS NOT THERE REVEALED; ALTHOUGH THE HOLY MEN WHO FORESAW THE REVELATION LIVED IN ACCORDANCE WITH IT, EITHER VEILING IT IN PROPHECY AS SUITED THE TIME, OR THEMSELVES DISCOVERING THE TRUTH THUS VEILED. 
31. I AM DISPOSED, AFTER CAREFUL EXAMINATION, TO DOUBT WHETHER THE EXPRESSION SO OFTEN USED BY THE LORD, "THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN," CAN BE FOUND IN THESE BOOKS. IT IS SAID, INDEED, "LOVE WISDOM, THAT YE MAY REIGN FOR EVER."(1) AND IF ETERNAL LIFE HAD NOT BEEN CLEARLY MADE KNOWN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, THE LORD WOULD NOT HAVE SAID, AS HE DID EVEN TO THE UNBELIEVING JEWS: "SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES, FOR IN THEM YE THINK THAT YE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, AND THEY ARE THEY THAT TESTIFY OF ME."(2) AND TO THE SAME EFFECT ARE THE WORDS OF THE PSALMIST: "I SHALL NOT DIE, BUT LIVE, AND DECLARE THE [SEXLESS] WORKS OF THE LORD."(3) AND AGAIN: "ENLIGHTEN MINE EYES, LEST I SLEEP THE SLEEP OF DEATH."(4) AGAIN, WE READ, "THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS ARE IN THE [TERRIBLE] HAND OF THE LORD, AND PAIN SHALL NOT TOUCH THEM;" AND IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING: "THEY ARE IN PEACE; AND IF THEY HAVE SUFFERED TORTURE FROM MEN, THEIR HOPE IS FULL OF IMMORTALITY; AND AFTER A FEW TROUBLE, THEY SHALL ENJOY MANY REWARDS."(5) AGAIN, IN ANOTHER PLACE: "THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL LIVE FOR EVER, AND THEIR REWARD IS WITH THE LORD, AND THEIR CONCERN WITH THE HIGHEST; THEREFORE SHALL THEY RECEIVE FROM THE HAND OF THE LORD A KINGDOM OF GLORY AND A CROWN OF BEAUTY."(6) THESE AND MANY SIMILAR DECLARATIONS OF ETERNAL LIFE, IN MORE OR LESS EXPLICIT TERMS, ARE FOUND IN THESE WRITINGS. EVEN THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY IS SPOKEN OF BY THE PROPHETS. THE PHARISEES, ACCORDINGLY, WERE FIERCE OPPONENTS OF THE SADDUCEES, WHO DISBELIEVED THE RESURRECTION. THIS WE LEARN NOT ONLY FROM THE CANONICAL ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, WHICH THE MANICHAEANS REJECT, BECAUSE IT TELLS OF THE ADVENT OF THE PARACLETE PROMISED BY THE LORD, BUT ALSO FROM THE GOSPEL, WHEN THE SADDUCEES QUESTION THE LORD ABOUT THE WOMAN WHO MARRIED SEVEN BROTHERS, ONE DYING AFTER THE OTHER, WHOSE WIFE SHE WOULD BE IN THE RESURRECTION.(7) AS REGARDS, THEN, ETERNAL LIFE AND THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, NUMEROUS TESTIMONIES ARE TO BE FOUND IN THESE SCRIPTURES. BUT I DO NOT FIND THERE THE EXPRESSION, "THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." THIS EXPRESSION BELONGS PROPERLY TO THE REVELATION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, BECAUSE IN THE RESURRECTION OUR EARTHLY BODIES SHALL, BY THAT CHANGE WHICH PAUL FULLY DESCRIBES, BECOME SPIRITUAL BODIES, AND SO HEAVENLY, THAT THUS WE MAY POSSESS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. AND THIS EXPRESSION WAS RESERVED FOR HIM WHOSE ADVENT AS KING TO GOVERN AND PRIEST TO SANCTIFY HIS BELIEVING PEOPLE, WAS USHERED IN BY ALL THE SYMBOLISM OF THE OLD COVENANT, IN ITS GENEALOGIES, ITS TYPICAL ACTS AND WORDS, ITS SACRIFICES AND CEREMONIES AND FEASTS, AND IN ALL ITS PROPHETIC UTTERANCES AND EVENTS AND FIGURES. HE CAME FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH, IN HIS GRACE HELPING US TO OBEY THE PRECEPTS, AND IN HIS TRUTH SECURING THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE PROMISES. HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY THE LAW, BUT TO FULFILL IT. 
BOOK XX.
FAUSTUS REPELS THE CHARGE OF SUN-WORSHIP, AND MAINTAINS THAT WHILE THE MANICHAEANS BELIEVE THAT GOD'S POWER DWELLS IN THE SUN AND HIS WISDOM IN THE MOON, THEY YET WORSHIP ONE DEITY, FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT. THEY ARE NOT A SCHISM OF THE GENTILES, NOR A SECT. AUGUSTIN EMPHASIZES THE CHARGE OF POLYTHEISM, AND GOES INTO AN ELABORATE COMPARISON OF MANICHAEAN AND PAGAN MYTHOLOGY 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: YOU ASK WHY WE WORSHIP QUIRE INTO THE MATTER, THAT WE MAY SEE WHETHER THE SUN, IF WE ARE A SECT OR SEPARATE RELIGION, THE NAME OF GENTILES IS MORE APPLICABLE TO AND NOT PAGANS, OR MERELY A SCHISM OF THE YOU OR TO US. PERHAPS, IN GIVING YOU IN A GENTILES. IT MAY THEREFORE BE AS WELL TO IN A FRIENDLY WAY THIS SIMPLE ACCOUNT OF MY FAITH, I SHALL APPEAR TO BE MAKING AN APOLOGY FOR IT, AS IF I WERE ASHAMED, WHICH GOD FORBID, OF DOING HOMAGE TO THE DIVINE LUMINARIES. YOU MAY TAKE IT AS YOU PLEASE; BUT I SHALL NOT REGRET WHAT I HAVE DONE IF I SUCCEED IN CONVEYING TO SOME AT LEAST THIS MUCH KNOWLEDGE, THAT OUR RELIGION HAS NOTHING IN COMMON WITH THAT OF THE GENTILES. 
2. WE WORSHIP, THEN, ONE DEITY UNDER THE THREEFOLD APPELLATION OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD THE FATHER, AND HIS SON CHRIST, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. WHILE THESE ARE ONE AND THE SAME, WE BELIEVE ALSO THAT THE FATHER PROPERLY DWELLS IN THE HIGHEST OR PRINCIPAL LIGHT, WHICH PAUL CALLS "LIGHT INACCESSIBLE,"(1) AND THE SON IN HIS SECOND OR VISIBLE LIGHT. AND AS THE SON IS HIMSELF TWOFOLD, ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE, WHO SPEAKS OF CHRIST AS THE POWER OF GOD AND THE WISDOM OF GOD, (2) WE BELIEVE THAT HIS POWER DWELLS IN THE SUN, AND HIS WISDOM IN THE MOON. WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE THIRD MAJESTY, HAS HIS SEAT AND HIS HOME IN THE WHOLE CIRCLE OF THE ATMOSPHERE. BY HIS INFLUENCE AND SPIRITUAL INFUSION, THE EARTH CONCEIVES AND BRINGS FORTH THE MORTAL JESUS, WHO, AS HANGING FROM EVERY TREE, IS THE LIFE AND SALVATION OF MEN. (3) THOUGH YOU OPPOSE, THESE DOCTRINES SO VIOLENTLY, YOUR RELIGION RESEMBLES OURS IN ATTACHING THE SAME SACREDNESS TO THE BREAD AND WINE THAT WE DO TO EVERYTHING. THIS IS OUR BELIEF, WHICH YOU WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY OF HEARING MORE OF, IF YOU WISH TO DO SO. MEANWHILE THERE IS SOME FORCE IN THE CONSIDERATION THAT YOU OR ANY ONE THAT IS ASKED WHERE HIS GOD DWELLS, WILL SAY THAT HE DWELLS IN LIGHT; SO THAT THE TESTIMONY IN FAVOR OF MY WORSHIP IS ALMOST UNIVERSAL. 
3. AS TO YOUR CALLING US A SCHISM OF THE GENTILES, AND NOT A SECT, I SUPPOSE THE WORD SCHISM APPLIES TO THOSE WHO HAVE THE SAME DOCTRINES AND WORSHIP AS OTHER PEOPLE, AND ONLY CHOOSE TO MEET SEPARATELY. THE WORD SECT, AGAIN, APPLIES TO THOSE WHOSE DOCTRINE IS QUITE UNLIKE THAT OF OTHERS, AND WHO HAVE MADE A FORM OF DIVINE WORSHIP PECULIAR TO THEMSELVES. IF THIS IS WHAT THE WORDS MEAN, IN THE FIRST PLACE, IN OUR DOCTRINE AND WORSHIP WE HAVE NO RESEMBLANCE TO THE PAGANS. WE SHALL SEE PRESENTLY WHETHER YOU HAVE. THE PAGAN DOCTRINE IS, THAT ALL THINGS GOOD AND EVIL, MEAN AND GLORIOUS, FADING AND UNFADING, CHANGEABLE AND UNCHANGEABLE, MATERIAL AND DIVINE, HAVE ONLY ONE PRINCIPLE. IN OPPOSITION TO THIS, MY BELIEF IS THAT GOD IS THE PRINCIPLE OF ALL GOOD THINGS, AND HYLE [MATTERS] OF THE OPPOSITE. HYLE IS THE NAME GIVEN BY OUR MASTER IN DIVINITY TO THE PRINCIPLE OR NATURE OF EVIL. THE PAGANS ACCORDINGLY THINK IT RIGHT TO WORSHIP GOD WITH ALTARS, AND SHRINES, AND IMAGES, AND SACRIFICES, AND INCENSE. HERE ALSO MY PRACTICE DIFFERS ENTIRELY FROM THEIRS: FOR I LOOK UPON MYSELF AS A REASONABLE TEMPLE OF GOD, IF I AM WORTHY TO BE SO; AND I CONSIDER CHRIST HIS SON AS THE LIVING IMAGE OF HIS LIVING MAJESTY; AND I HOLD A MIND WELL CULTIVATED TO BE THE TRUE ALTAR, AND PURE AND SIMPLE PRAYERS TO BE THE TRUE WAY OF PAYING DIVINE HONORS AND OF OFFERING SACRIFICES. IS THIS BEING A SCHISM OF THE PAGANS? 
4. AS REGARDS THE WORSHIP OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD, YOU MIGHT CALL US A SCHISM OF THE JEWS, FOR ALL JEWS ARE BOLD ENOUGH TO PROFESS THIS WORSHIP, WERE IT NOT FOR THE DIFFERENCE IN THE FORM OF OUR WORSHIP, THOUGH IT MAY BE QUESTIONED WHETHER THE JEWS REALLY WORSHIP THE ALMIGHTY. BUT THE DOCTRINE I HAVE MENTIONED IS COMMON TO THE PAGANS IN THEIR WORSHIP OF THE SUN, AND TO THE JEWS IN THEIR WORSHIP OF THE ALMIGHTY. EVEN IN RELATION TO YOU, WE ARE NOT PROPERLY A SCHISM, THOUGH WE ACKNOWLEDGE CHRIST AND WORSHIP HIM; FOR OUR WORSHIP AND DOCTRINE ARE DIFFERENT FROM YOURS. IN A SCHISM, LITTLE OR NO CHANGE IS MADE FROM THE ORIGINAL; AS, FOR INSTANCE, YOU, IN YOUR SCHISM FROM THE GENTILES, HAVE BROUGHT WITH YOU THE DOCTRINE OF A SINGLE PRINCIPLE, FOR YOU BELIEVE THAT ALL THINGS ARE OF GOD. THE SACRIFICES YOU CHANGE INTO LOVE-FEASTS, THE IDOLS INTO MARTYRS, TO WHOM YOU PRAY AS THEY DO TO THEIR IDOLS. YOU APPEASE THE SHADES OF THE DEPARTED WITH WINE AND FOOD. YOU KEEP THE SAME HOLIDAYS AS THE GENTILES; FOR EXAMPLE, THE CALENDS AND THE SOLSTICES. IN YOUR WAY OF LIVING YOU HAVE MADE NO CHANGE. PLAINLY YOU ARE A MERE SCHISM; FOR THE ONLY DIFFERENCE FROM THE ORIGINAL IS THAT YOU MEET SEPARATELY. IN THIS YOU HAVE FOLLOWED THE JEWS, WHO SEPARATED FROM THE GENTILES, BAT DIFFERED ONLY IN NOT HAVING IMAGES. FOR THEY USED TEMPLES, AND SACRIFICES, AND ALTARS. AND A PRIESTHOOD, AND THE WHOLE ROUND OF CEREMONIES THE SAME AS THOSE OF THE GENTILES, ONLY MORE SUPERSTITIOUS. LIKE THE PAGANS, THEY BELIEVE IN A SINGLE PRINCIPLE; SO THAT BOTH YOU AND THE JEWS ARE SCHISMS OF THE GENTILES. FOR YOU HAVE THE SAME FAITH, AND NEARLY THE SAME WORSHIP, AND YOU CALL YOURSELVES SECTS ONLY BECAUSE YOU MEET SEPARATELY. THE FACT IS, THERE ARE ONLY TWO SECTS, THE GENTILES AND OURSELVES. WE AND THE GENTILES ARE AS CONTRARY IN OUR BELIEF AS TRUTH AND FALSEHOOD, DAY AND NIGHT, POVERTY AND WEALTH, HEALTH AND SICKNESS. YOU, AGAIN, ARE NOT A SECT IN RELATION EITHER TO TRUTH OR TO ERROR. YOU ARE MERELY A SCHISM AND A SCHISM NOT OF TRUTH, BUT OF ERROR. 
5. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: O HATEFUL MIXTURE OF IGNORANCE AND CUNNING! WHY DO YOU PUT ARGUMENTS IN THE MOUTH OF YOUR OPPONENT, WHICH NO ONE THAT KNOWS YOU WOULD USE? WE DO NOT CALL YOU PAGANS, OR A SCHISM OF PAGANS; BUT WE SAY THAT YOU RESEMBLE THEM IN WORSHIPPING MANY GODS. BUT YOU ARE FAR WORSE THAN PAGANS, FOR THEY WORSHIP THINGS WHICH EXIST, THOUGH THEY SHOULD NOT BE WORSHIPPED: FOR IDOLS HAVE AN EXISTENCE, THOUGH FOR SALVATION THEY ARE NAUGHT. SO, TO WORSHIP A TREE WITH PRAYERS, INSTEAD OF IMPROVING IT BY CULTIVATION, IS NOT TO WORSHIP NOTHING, BUT TO WORSHIP IN A WRONG WAY. WHEN THE APOSTLE SAYS THAT "THE THINGS WHICH THE GENTILES SACRIFICE, THEY SACRIFICE TO DEMONS, AND NOT TO GOD,"(1) HE MEANS THAT THESE DEMONS EXIST TO WHOM THE SACRIFICES ARE MADE, AND WITH WHOM HE WISHES US NOT TO BE PARTAKERS. SO, TOO, HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE SEA AND AIR, THE SUN AND MOON, AND THE OTHER HEAVENLY BODIES, ARE ALL OBJECTS WHICH HAVE A SENSIBLE EXISTENCE. WHEN THE PAGANS WORSHIP THESE AS GODS, OR AS PARTS OF ONE GREAT GOD (FOR SOME OF THEM IDENTIFY THE UNIVERSE WITH THE SUPREME DEITY), THEY WORSHIP THINGS WHICH HAVE AN EXISTENCE. IN ARGUING WITH PAGANS, WE DO NOT DENY THE EXISTENCE OF THESE THINGS, BUT WE SAY THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE WORSHIPPED; AND WE RECOMMEND THE WORSHIP OF THE INVISIBLE CREATOR OF ALL THESE THINGS, IN WHOM ALONE MAN CAN FIND THE HAPPINESS WHICH ALL ALLOW THAT HE DESIRES. TO THOSE, AGAIN, WHO WORSHIP WHAT IS INVISIBLE AND IMMATERIAL, BUT STILL IS CREATED, AS THE SOUL OR MIND OF MAN, WE SAY THAT HAPPINESS IS NOT TO BE FOUND IN THE CREATURE EVEN UNDER THIS FORM, AND THAT WE MUST WORSHIP THE TRUE GOD, WHO IS NOT ONLY INVISIBLE, BUT UNCHANGEABLE; FOR HE ALONE IS TO BE WORSHIPPED, IN THE ENJOYMENT OF WHOM THE WORSHIPPER FINDS HAPPINESS, AND WITHOUT WHOM THE SOUL MUST BE WRETCHED, WHATEVER ELSE IT POSSESSES. YOU, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHO WORSHIP THINGS WHICH HAVE NO EXISTENCE AT ALL EXCEPT IN YOUR FICTITIOUS LEGENDS, WOULD BE NEARER TRUE PIETY AND RELIGION IF YOU WERE PAGANS, OR IF YOU WERE WORSHIPPERS OF WHAT HAS AN EXISTENCE, THOUGH NOT A PROPER OBJECT OF WORSHIP. IN FACT, YOU DO NOT PROPERLY WORSHIP THE SUN, THOUGH HE CARRIES YOUR PRAYERS WITH HIM IN HIS COURSE ROUND THE HEAVENS. 
6. YOUR STATEMENTS ABOUT THE SUN HIMSELF ARE SO FALSE AND ABSURD, THAT IF HE WERE TO REPAY YOU FOR THE INJURY DONE TO HIM, HE WOULD SCORCH YOU TO DEATH. FIRST OF ALL, YOU CALL THE SUN A SHIP, SO THAT YOU ARE NOT ONLY ASTRAY WORLDS OFF, AS THE SAYING IS, BUT ADRIFT. NEXT, WHILE EVERY ONE SEES THAT THE SUN IS ROUND, WHICH IS THE FORM CORRESPONDING FROM ITS PERFECTION TO HIS POSITION AMONG THE HEAVENLY BODIES, YOU MAINTAIN THAT HE IS TRIANGULAR, THAT IS, THAT HIS LIGHT SHINES ON THE EARTH THROUGH A TRIANGULAR WINDOW IN HEAVEN. HENCE IT IS THAT YOU BEND AND BOW YOUR HEADS TO THE SUN, WHILE YOU WORSHIP NOT THIS VISIBLE SUN, BUT SOME IMAGINARY SHIP WHICH YOU SUPPOSE TO BE SHINING THROUGH A TRIANGULAR OPENING. ASSUREDLY THIS SHIP WOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN HEARD OF, IF THE WORDS REQUIRED FOR THE COMPOSITION OF HERETICAL FICTIONS HAD TO BE PAID FOR, LIKE THE WOOD REQUIRED FOR THE BEAMS OF A SHIP. ALL THIS IS COMPARATIVELY HARMLESS, HOWEVER RIDICULOUS OR PITIABLE. VERY DIFFERENT IS YOUR WICKED FANCY ABOUT YOUTHS OF BOTH SEXES PROCEEDING FROM THIS SHIP, WHOSE BEAUTY EXCITES EAGER DESIRE IN THE PRINCES AND PRINCESSES OF DARKNESS; AND SO, THE MEMBERS OF YOUR GOD ARE RELEASED FROM THIS HUMILIATING CONFINEMENT IN THE MEMBERS OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS, BY MEANS OF SINFUL PASSION AND SENSUAL APPETITE. AND TO THESE FILTHY RAGS OF YOURS YOU WOULD UNITE THE MYSTERY OF THE TRINITY; FOR YOU SAY THAT THE FATHER DWELLS IN A SECRET LIGHT, THE POWER OF THE SON IN THE SUN, AND HIS WISDOM IN THE MOON, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE AIR. 
7. AS FOR THIS THREEFOLD OR RATHER FOURFOLD FICTION, WHAT SHALL I SAY OF THE SECRET LIGHT OF THE FATHER, BUT THAT YOU CAN THINK OF NO LIGHT EXCEPT WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN? FROM YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF VISIBLE LIGHT, WITH WHICH BEASTS AND INSECTS AS WELL AS MEN ARE FAMILIAR, YOU FORM SOME VAGUE IDEA IN YOUR MIND, AND CALL IT THE LIGHT IN WHICH GOD THE FATHER DWELLS WITH HIS SUBJECTS. HOW CAN YOU DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE LIGHT BY WHICH WE SEE, AND THAT BY WHICH WE UNDERSTAND, WHEN, ACCORDING TO YOUR IDEAS, TO UNDERSTAND TRUTH IS NOTHING ELSE THAN TO FORM THE CONCEPTION OF MATERIAL FORMS, EITHER FINITE OR IN SOME CASES INFINITE; AND YOU ACTUALLY BELIEVE IN THESE WILD FANCIES? IT IS MANIFEST THAT THE ACT OF MY MIND IN THINKING OF YOUR REGION OF LIGHT WHICH HAS NO EXISTENCE, IS ENTIRELY DIFFERENT FROM MY CONCEPTION OF ALEXANDRIA, WHICH EXISTS, THOUGH I HAVE NOT SEEN IT. AND, AGAIN, THE ACT OF FORMING A CONCEPTION OF ALEXANDRIA, WHICH I HAVE NEVER SEEN, IS VERY DIFFERENT FROM THINKING OF CARTHAGE, WHICH I KNOW. BUT THIS DIFFERENCE IS INSIGNIFICANT AS COMPARED WITH THAT BETWEEN MY THINKING OF MATERIAL THINGS WHICH I KNOW FROM SEEING THEM, AND MY UNDERSTANDING JUSTICE, CHASTITY, FAITH, TRUTH, LOVE, GOODNESS, AND THINGS OF THIS NATURE. CAN YOU DESCRIBE THIS INTELLECTUAL LIGHT, WHICH GIVES US A CLEAR PERCEPTION OF THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN ITSELF AND OTHER THINGS, AS WELL AS OF THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THOSE THINGS THEMSELVES? AND YET EVEN THIS IS NOT THE SENSE IN WHICH IT CAN BE SAID THAT GOD IS LIGHT, FOR THIS LIGHT IS CREATED, WHEREAS GOD IS THE CREATOR; THE LIGHT IS MADE, AND HE IS THE MAKER; THE LIGHT IS CHANGEABLE. FOR THE INTELLECT CHANGES FROM DISLIKE TO DESIRE, FROM IGNORANCE TO KNOWLEDGE, FROM FORGETFULNESS TO RECOLLECTION; WHEREAS GOD REMAINS THE SAME IN WILL, IN TRUTH, AND IN ETERNITY. FROM GOD WE DERIVE THE BEGINNING OF EXISTENCE, THE PRINCIPLE OF KNOWLEDGE, THE LAW OF AFFECTION. FROM GOD ALL ANIMALS, RATIONAL AND IRRATIONAL, DERIVE THE NATURE OF THEIR LIFE, THE CAPACITY OF SENSATION, THE FACULTY OF EMOTION. FROM GOD ALL BODIES DERIVE THEIR SUBSISTENCE IN EXTENSION, THEIR BEAUTY IN NUMBER, AND THEIR ORDER IN WEIGHT. THIS LIGHT IS ONE DIVINE BEING, IN AN INSEPARABLE TRIUNE EXISTENCE; AND YET, WITHOUT SUPPOSING THE ASSUMPTION OF ANY BODILY FORM, YOU ASSIGN TO SEPARATE PLACES PARTS OF THE IMMATERIAL, SPIRITUAL, ANTI UNCHANGEABLE SUBSTANCE. AND INSTEAD OF THREE PLACES FOR THE TRINITY, YOU HAVE FOUR: ONE, THE LIGHT INACCESSIBLE, WHICH YOU KNOW NOTHING ABOUT, FOR THE FATHER; TWO, THE SUN AND MOON, FOR THE SON; AND AGAIN ONE, THE CIRCLE OF THE ATMOSPHERE, FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT. OF THE INACCESSIBLE LIGHT OF THE FATHER I SHALL SAY NOTHING FURTHER AT PRESENT, FOR ORTHODOX BELIEVERS DO NOT SEPARATE THE SON AND THE SPIRIT FROM THE FATHER IN RELATION TO THIS LIGHT. 
8. IT IS DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND HOW YOU HAVE BEEN TAKEN WITH THE ABSURD IDEA OF PLACING THE POWER OF THE SON IN THE SUN, AND HIS WISDOM IN THE MOON. FOR, AS THE SON REMAINS INSEPARABLY IN THE FATHER, HIS WISDOM AND POWER CANNOT BE SEPARATED FROM ONE ANOTHER, SO THAT ONE SHOULD BE IN THE SUN AND THE OTHER IN THE MOON. ONLY MATERIAL THINGS CAN BE THUS ASSIGNED TO SEPARATE PLACES. IF YOU ONLY UNDERSTOOD THIS, IT WOULD HAVE PREVENTED YOU FROM TAKING THE PRODUCTIONS OF A DISEASED FANCY AS THE MATERIAL FOR SO MANY FICTIONS. BUT THERE IS INCONSISTENCY AND IMPROBABILITY AS WELL AS FALSEHOOD IN YOUR IDEAS. FOR, ACCORDING TO YOU, THE SEAT OF WISDOM IS INFERIOR IN BRIGHTNESS TO THE SEAT OF POWER. NOW ENERGY AND PRODUCTIVENESS ARE THE QUALITIES OF POWER, WHEREAS LIGHT TEACHES AND MANIFESTS; SO THAT IF THE SUN HAD THE GREATER HEAT, AND THE MOON THE GREATER LIGHT, THESE ABSURDITIES MIGHT APPEAR TO HAVE SOME LIKELIHOOD TO MEN OF CARNAL MINDS, WHO KNOW NOTHING EXCEPT THROUGH MATERIAL CONCEPTIONS. FROM THE CONNECTION BETWEEN GREAT HEAT AND MOTION, THEY MIGHT IDENTIFY POWER WITH HEAT; WHILE LIGHT FROM ITS BRIGHTNESS, AND AS MAKING THINGS DISCERNIBLE, THEY MIGHT REPRESENT WISDOM. BUT WHAT FOLLY AS WELL AS PROFANITY, IN PLACING POWER IN THE SUN, WHICH EXCELS SO MUCH IN LIGHT, AND WISDOM IN THE MOON, WHICH IS SO INFERIOR IN BRIGHTNESS! AND WHILE YOU SEPARATE CHRIST FROM HIMSELF, YOU DO NOT DISTINGUISH BETWEEN CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT; WHEREAS CHRIST IS ONE, THE POWER OF GOD, AND THE WISDOM OF GOD, AND THE SPIRIT IS A DISTINCT PERSON. BUT ACCORDING TO YOU, THE AIR, WHICH YOU MAKE THE SEAT OF THE SPIRIT, FILLS AND PERVADES THE UNIVERSE. SO, THE SUN AND MOON IN THEIR COURSE ARE ALWAYS UNITED TO THE AIR. BUT THE MOON APPROACHES THE SUN AT ONE TIME, AND RECEDES FROM IT AT ANOTHER. SO THAT, IF WE MAY BELIEVE YOU, OR RATHER, IF WE MAY ALLOW OURSELVES TO BE IMPOSED ON BY YOU, WISDOM RECEDES FROM POWER BY HALF THE CIRCUMFERENCE OF A CIRCLE, AND AGAIN APPROACHES IT BY THE OTHER HALF. AND WHEN WISDOM IS FULL, IT IS AT A DISTANCE FROM POWER. FOR WHEN THE MOON IS FULL, THE DISTANCE BETWEEN THE TWO BODIES IS SO GREAT, THAT THE MOON RISES IN THE EAST WHILE THE SUN IS SETTING IN THE WEST. BUT AS THE LOSS OF POWER PRODUCES WEAKNESS, THE FULLER THE MOON IS, THE WEAKER MUST WISDOM BE. IF, AS IS CERTAINLY TRUE, THE WISDOM OF GOD IS UNCHANGEABLE IN POWER, AND THE POWER OF GOD UNCHANGEABLE IN WISDOM, HOW CAN YOU SEPARATE THEM SO AS TO ASSIGN THEM TO DIFFERENT PLACES? AND HOW CAN THE PLACE BE DIFFERENT WHEN THE SUBSTANCE IS THE SAME? IS THIS NOT THE INFATUATION OF SUBJECTION TO MATERIAL FANCIES; SHOWING SUCH A WANT OF POWER AND WISDOM THAT YOUR WISDOM IS AS WEAK AS YOUR POWER IS FOOLISH? THIS EXECRABLE ABSURDITY WOULD DIVIDE CHRIST BETWEEN THE SUN AND THE MOON, HIS POWER IN ONE, AND HIS WISDOM IN THE OTHER; SO THAT HE WOULD BE INCOMPLETE IN BOTH, LACKING WISDOM IN THE SUN, AND POWER IN THE MOON, WHILE IN BOTH HE SUPPLIES YOUTHS, MALE AND FEMALE, TO EXCITE THE AFFECTION OF THE PRINCES AND PRINCESSES OF DARKNESS. SUCH ARE THE TENETS WHICH YOU LEARN AND PROFESS. SUCH IS THE FAITH WHICH DIRECTS YOUR CONDUCT. AND CAN YOU WONDER THAT YOU ARE REGARDED WITH ABHORRENCE? 
9. BUT BESIDES YOUR ERRORS REGARDING THESE CONSPICUOUS AND FAMILIAR LUMINARIES, WHICH YOU WORSHIP NOT FOR WHAT THEY ARE, BUT FOR WHAT YOUR WILD FANCY MAKES THEM TO BE, YOUR OTHER ABSURDITIES ARE STILL WORSE THAN THIS. YOUR ILLUSTRIOUS WORLD-BEARER, AND ATLAS WHO HELPS TO HOLD HIM UP, ARE UNREAL BEINGS. LIKE INNUMERABLE OTHER CREATURES OF YOUR FANCY, THEY HAVE NO EXISTENCE, AND YET YOU WORSHIP THEM. FOR THIS REASON, WE SAY THAT YOU ARE WORSE THAN PAGANS, WHILE YOU RESEMBLE THEM IN WORSHIPPING MANY GODS. YOU ARE WORSE, BECAUSE, WHILE THEY WORSHIP THINGS WHICH EXIST THOUGH THEY ARE NOT GODS, YOU WORSHIP THINGS WHICH ARE NEITHER GODS NOR ANYTHING ELSE, FOR THEY HAVE NO EXISTENCE. THE PAGANS, TOO, HAVE FABLES, BUT THEY KNOW THEM TO BE FABLES; AND EITHER LOOK UPON THEM AS AMUSING POETICAL FANCIES, OR TRY TO EXPLAIN THEM AS REPRESENTING THE NATURE OF THINGS, OR THE LIFE OF MAN. THUS THEY SAY THAT VULCAN IS LAME, BECAUSE FLAME IN COMMON FIRE HAS AN IRREGULAR MOTION: THAT FORTUNE IS BLIND, BECAUSE OF THE UNCERTAINTY OF WHAT ARE CALLED FORTUITOUS OCCURRENCES: THAT THERE ARE THREE FATES, WITH DISTAFF, AND SPINDLE, AND FINGERS SPINNING WOOL INTO THREAD, BECAUSE THERE ARE THREE TIMES,--THE PAST, ALREADY SPUN AND WOUND ON THE SPINDLE; THE PRESENT, WHICH IS PASSING THROUGH THE FINGERS OF THE SPINNER; AND THE FUTURE, STILL IN WOOL BOUND TO THE DISTAFF, AND SOON TO PASS THROUGH THE FINGERS TO THE SPINDLE, THAT IS, THROUGH THE PRESENT INTO THE FUTURE: AND THAT VENUS IS THE WIFE OF VULCAN, BECAUSE PLEASURE HAS A NATURAL CONNECTION WITH HEAT; AND THAT SHE IS THE MISTRESS OF MARS, BECAUSE PLEASURE IS NOT PROPERLY THE COMPANION OF WARRIORS: AND THAT CUPID IS A BOY WITH WINGS AND A BOW, FROM THE WOUNDS INFLICTED BY THOUGHTLESS, INCONSTANT PASSION IN THE HEARTS OF UNHAPPY BEINGS: AND SO WITH MANY OTHER FABLES. THE GREAT ABSURDITY IS IN THEIR CONTINUING TO WORSHIP THESE BEINGS, AFTER GIVING SUCH EXPLANATIONS; FOR THE WORSHIP WITHOUT THE EXPLANATIONS, THOUGH CRIMINAL, WOULD BE A LESS HEINOUS CRIME. THE VERY EXPLANATIONS PROVE THAT THEY DO NOT WORSHIP THAT GOD, THE ENJOYMENT OF WHOM CAN ALONE GIVE HAPPINESS, BUT THINGS WHICH HE HAS CREATED. AND EVEN IN THE CREATURE THEY WORSHIP NOT ONLY THE VIRTUES, AS IN MINERVA, WHO SPRANG FROM THE HEAD OF JUPITER, AND WHO REPRESENTS PRUDENCE, A QUALITY OF REASON WHICH, ACCORDING TO PLATO, HAS ITS SEAT IN THE HEAD, BUT THEIR VICES, TOO, AS IN CUPID. THUS, ONE OF THEIR DRAMATIC POETS SAYS, "SINFUL PASSION, IN FAVOR OF VICE, MADE LOVE A GOD."(1) EVEN BODILY EVILS HAD TEMPLES IN ROME, AS IN THE CASE OF PALLOR AND FEVER. NOT TO DWELL ON THE SIN OF THE WORSHIPPERS OF THESE IDOLS, WHO ARE IN A WAY AFFECTED BY THE BODILY FORMS, SO THAT THEY PAY HOMAGE TO THEM AS DEITIES, WHEN THEY SEE THEM SET UP IN SOME LOFTY PLACE, AND TREATED WITH GREAT HONOR AND REVERENCE, THERE IS GREATER SIN IN THE VERY EXPLANATIONS WHICH ARE INTENDED AS APOLOGIES FOR THESE DUMB, AND DEAF, AND BLIND, AND LIFELESS OBJECTS. STILL, THOUGH, AS I HAVE SAID, THESE THINGS ARE NOTHING IN THE WAY OF SALVATION OR OF USEFULNESS, BOTH THEY AND THE THINGS THEY ARE SAID TO REPRESENT ARE REAL EXISTENCES. BUT YOUR FIRST MAN, WARRING WITH THE FIVE ELEMENTS; AND YOUR MIGHTY SPIRIT, WHO CONSTRUCTS THE WORLD FROM THE CAPTIVE BODIES OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS, OR FATHER FROM THE MEMBERS OF YOUR GOD IN SUBJECTION AND BONDAGE; AND YOUR WORLD-HOLDER, WHO HAS IN HIS HAND THE REMAINS OF THESE MEMBERS, AND WHO BEWAILS THE CAPTURE AND BONDAGE AND POLLUTION OF THE REST; AND YOUR GIANT ATLAS, WHO KEEPS UP THE WORLD-HOLDER ON HIS SHOULDERS, LEST HE SHOULD FROM WEARINESS THROW AWAY HIS BURDEN, AND SO PREVENT THE COMPLETION OF THE FINAL IMITATION OF THE MASS OF DARKNESS, WHICH IS TO BE THE LAST SCENE IN YOUR DRAMA;--THESE AND COUNTLESS OTHER ABSURDITIES ARE NOT REPRESENTED IN PAINTING OR SCULPTURE, OR IN ANY EXPLANATION; AND YET YOU BELIEVE AND WORSHIP THINGS WHICH HAVE NO EXISTENCE, WHILE YOU TAUNT THE CHRISTIANS WITH BEING CREDULOUS FOR BELIEVING IN REALITIES WITH A FAITH WHICH PACIFIES THE MIND UNDER ITS INFLUENCE. THE OBJECTS OF YOUR WORSHIP CAN BE SHOWN TO HAVE NO EXISTENCE BY MANY PROOFS, WHICH I DO NOT BRING FORWARD HERE, BECAUSE, THOUGH I COULD WITHOUT DIFFICULTY DISCOURSE PHILOSOPHICALLY ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE WORLD, IT WOULD TAKE TOO LONG TO DO SO HERE. ONE PROOF SUFFICES. IF THESE THINGS ARE REAL, GOD MUST BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE, AND CORRUPTION, AND CONTAMINATION; A SUPPOSITION AS BLASPHEMOUS AS IT IS IRRATIONAL. ALL THESE THINGS, THEREFORE, ARE VAIN, AND FALSE, AND UNREAL. THUS, YOU ARE MUCH WORSE THAN THOSE PAGANS, WITH WHOM ALL ARE FAMILIAR, AND WHO STILL PRESERVE TRACES OF THEIR OLD CUSTOMS, OF WHICH THEY THEMSELVES ARE ASHAMED; FOR WHILE THEY WORSHIP THINGS WHICH ARE NOT GODS, YOU WORSHIP THINGS WHICH DO NOT EXIST. 
10. IF YOU THINK THAT YOUR DOCTRINES ARE TRUE BECAUSE THEY ARE UNLIKE THE ERRORS OF THE PAGANS, AND THAT WE ARE IN ERROR BECAUSE WE PERHAPS DIFFER MORE FROM YOU THAN FROM THEM, YOU MIGHT AS WELL SAY THAT A DEAD MAN IS IN GOOD HEALTH BECAUSE HE IS NOT SICK; OR THAT GOOD HEALTH IS UNDESIRABLE, BECAUSE IT DIFFERS LESS FROM SICKNESS THAN FROM DEATH. OR IF THE PAGANS SHOULD BE VIEWED IN MANY CASES AS RATHER DEAD THAN SICK, YOU MIGHT AS WELL PRAISE THE ASHES IN THE TOMB BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO LONGER THE HUMAN SHAPE, AS COMPARED WITH THE LIVING BODY, WHICH DOES NOT DIFFER SO MUCH FROM A CORPSE AS FROM ASHES. IT IS THUS WE ARE REPROACHED FOR HAVING MORE RESEMBLANCE TO THE DEAD BODY OF PAGANISM THAN TO THE ASHES OF MANICHAEISM. BUT IN DIVISION, IT OFTEN HAPPENS THAT A THING IS PLACED IN DIFFERENT CLASSES, ACCORDING TO THE POINT OF RESEMBLANCE ON WHICH THE DIVISION PROCEEDS, FOR INSTANCE, IF ANIMALS ARE DIVIDED INTO THOSE THAT FLY AND THOSE THAT CANNOT FLY, IN THIS DIVISION MEN AND BEASTS ARE CLASSED TOGETHER AS DISTINCT FROM BIRDS, BECAUSE THEY ARE BOTH UNABLE TO FLY. BUT IF THEY ARE DIVIDED INTO RATIONAL AND IRRATIONAL, BEASTS AND BIRDS ARE CLASSED TOGETHER AS DISTINCT FROM MEN, FOR THEY ARE BOTH DESTITUTE OF REASON. FAUSTUS DID NOT THINK OF THIS WHEN HE SAID: THERE ARE IN FACT ONLY TWO SECTS, THE GENTILES AND OURSELVES, FOR WE ARE DIRECTLY OPPOSED TO THEM IN OUR BELIEF. THE OPPOSITION HE MEANS IS THIS, THAT THE GENTILES BELIEVE IN A SINGLE PRINCIPLE, WHEREAS THE MANICHAEANS BELIEVE ALSO IN THE PRINCIPLE OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS. CERTAINLY, ACCORDING TO THIS DIVISION WE AGREE IN GENERAL WITH THE PAGANS. BUT IF WE DIVIDE ALL WHO HAVE A RELIGION INTO THOSE WHO WORSHIP ONE GOD AND THOSE WHO WORSHIP MANY GODS, THE MANICHAEANS MUST BE CLASSED ALONG WITH THE PAGANS, AND WE ALONG WITH THE JEWS. THIS IS ANOTHER DISTINCTION, WHICH MAY BE SAID TO MAKE ONLY TWO SECTS. PERHAPS YOU, L WILL SAY THAT YOU HOLD ALL YOUR GODS TO BE OF ONE SUBSTANCE, WHICH THE PAGANS DO NOT. BUT YOU AT LEAST RESEMBLE THEM IN ASSIGNING TO YOUR GODS DIFFERENT POWERS, AND FUNCTIONS, AND EMPLOYMENTS. ONE DOES BATTLE WITH THE RACE OF DARKNESS; ANOTHER CONSTRUCTS THE WORLD FROM THE PART WHICH IS CAPTURED; ANOTHER, STANDING ABOVE, HAS THE WORLD IN HIS BAND; ANOTHER HOLDS HIM UP FROM BELOW; ANOTHER TURNS THE WHEELS OF THE FIRES AND WINDS AND WATERS BENEATH; ANOTHER, IN HIS CIRCUIT OF THE HEAVENS, GATHERS WITH HIS BEAMS THE MEMBERS OF YOUR GOD FROM CESSPOOLS. INDEED, YOUR GODS HAVE INNUMERABLE OCCUPATIONS, ACCORDING TO YOUR FABULOUS DESCRIPTIONS, WHICH YOU NEITHER EXPLAIN NOR REPRESENT IN A VISIBLE FORM. BUT AGAIN, IF MEN WERE DIVIDED INTO THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT GOD TAKES AN INTEREST IN HUMAN AFFAIRS AND THOSE WHO DO NOT, THE PAGANS AND JEWS, AND YOU AND ALL HERETICS THAT HAVE ANYTHING OF CHRISTIANITY, WILL BE CLASSED TOGETHER, AS OPPOSED TO THE EPICUREANS, AND ANY OTHERS HOLDING SIMILAR VIEWS. AS THIS IS A PRINCIPLE OF IMPORTANCE, HERE AGAIN WE MAY SAY THAT THERE ARE ONLY TWO SECTS, AND YOU BELONG TO THE SAME SECT AS WE DO. YOU WILL HARDLY VENTURE TO DISSENT FROM US IN THE OPINION THAT GOD IS CONCERNED IN HUMAN AFFAIRS, SO THAT IN THIS MATTER YOUR OPPOSITION TO THE EPICUREANS MAKES YOU SIDE WITH US. THUS, ACCORDING TO THE NATURE OF THE DIVISION, WHAT IS IN ONE CLASS AT ONE TIME, IS IN ANOTHER AT ANOTHER TIME: THINGS JOINED HERE ARE SEPARATED THERE: IN SOME THINGS WE ARE CLASSED WITH OTHERS, AND THEY WITH US; IN OTHER THINGS WE ARE CLASSED SEPARATELY, AND STAND ALONE. IF FAUSTUS THOUGHT OF THIS, HE WOULD NOT TALK SUCH ELOQUENT NONSENSE. 
11. BUT WHAT ARE WE TO MAKE OF THESE WORDS OF FAUSTUS: THE HOLY SPIRIT, BY HIS INFLUENCE AND SPIRITUAL INFUSION, MAKES THE EARTH CONCEIVE AND BRING FORTH THE MORTAL JESUS, WHO, AS HANGING FROM EVERY TREE, IS THE LIFE AND SALVATION OF MEN? LETTING PASS FOR A MOMENT THE ABSURDITY OF THIS STATEMENT, WE OBSERVE THE FOLLY OF BELIEVING THAT THE MORTAL JESUS CAN BE CONCEIVED THROUGH THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BY THE EARTH, BUT NOT BY THE VIRGIN MARY. DARE YOU COMPARE THE HOLINESS OF THAT CHASTE VIRGIN'S WOMB WITH ANY PIECE OF GROUND WHERE TREES AND PLANTS GROW? DO YOU PRETEND TO LOOK WITH ABHORRENCE UPON A PURE VIRGIN, WHILE YOU DO NOT SHRINK FROM BELIEVING THAT JESUS IS PRODUCED IN GARDENS WATERED BY THE FILTHY DRAINS OF A CITY? FOR PLANTS OF ALL KINDS SPRING UP AND ARE NOURISHED IN SUCH MOISTURE. YOU WILL HAVE JESUS TO BE BORN IN THIS WAY, WHILE YOU CRY OUT AGAINST THE IDEA OF HIS BEING BORN OF A VIRGIN. DO YOU THINK FLESH MORE UNCLEAN THAN THE EXCREMENTS WHICH ITS NATURE REJECTS? IS THE FILTH CLEANER THAN THE FLESH WHICH EXPELS IT? ARE YOU NOT AWARE HOW FIELDS ARE MANURED IN ORDER TO MAKE THEM PRODUCTIVE? YOUR FOLLY COMES TO THIS, THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO, ACCORDING TO YOU, DESPISED THE WOMB OF MARY, MAKES THE EARTH CONCEIVE MORE FRUITFULLY IN PROPORTION AS IT IS CAREFULLY ENRICHED WITH ANIMAL OFF-SCOURINGS. DO YOU REPLY THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT PRESERVES HIS INCORRUPTIBLE PURITY EVERYWHERE? I ASK AGAIN, WHY NOT ALSO IN THE VIRGIN'S WOMB? PASSING FROM THE CONCEPTION, YOU MAINTAIN IN REGARD TO THE MORTAL JESUS--WHO, AS YOU SAY, IS BORN FROM THE EARTH, WHICH HAS CONCEIVED BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT-THAT HE HANGS IN THE SHAPE OF FRUIT FROM EVERY TREE: SO THAT, BESIDES THIS POLLUTION, HE SUFFERS ADDITIONAL DEFILEMENT FROM THE FLESH OF THE COUNTLESS ANIMALS THAT EAT THE FRUIT; EXCEPT, INDEED, THE SMALL AMOUNT THAT IS PURIFIED BY YOUR EATING IT. WHILE WE BELIEVE AND CONFESS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, AND THE WORD OF GOD, TO HAVE BECOME FLESH WITHOUT SUFFERING DEFILEMENT, BECAUSE THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE IS NOT DEFILED BY FLESH, AS IT IS NOT DEFILED BY ANYTHING, YOUR FANCIFUL NOTIONS WOULD MAKE JESUS TO BE DEFILED EVEN AS HANGING ON THE TREE, BEFORE ENTERING THE FLESH OF ANY ANIMAL; FOR IF HE WERE NOT DEFILED, THERE WOULD BE NO NEED OF HIS BEING PURIFIED BY YOUR EATING HIM. AND IF ALL TREES ARE THE CROSS OF CHRIST, AS FAUSTUS SEEMS TO IMPLY WHEN HE SAYS THAT JESUS HANGS FROM EVERY TREE, WHY DO YOU NOT PLUCK THE FRUIT, AND SO TAKE JESUS DOWN FROM HANGING ON THE TREE TO BURY HIM IN YOUR STOMACH, WHICH WOULD CORRESPOND TO THE GOOD DEED OF JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA, WHEN HE TOOK DOWN THE TRUE JESUS FROM THE CROSS TO BURY HIM?(1) 
WHY SHOULD IT BE IMPIOUS TO TAKE CHRIST FROM THE TREE, WHILE IT IS PIOUS TO LAY HIM IN THE TOMB? PERHAPS YOU WISH TO APPLY TO YOURSELVES THE WORDS QUOTED FROM THE PROPHET BY PAUL, "THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN SEPULCHER:"(1) AND SO YOU WAIT WITH OPEN MOUTH TILL SOME ONE COMES TO USE YOUR THROAT AS THE BEST SEPULCHER FOR CHRIST. ONCE MORE, HOW MANY CHRISTS DO YOU MAKE? IS THERE ONE WHOM YOU CALL THE MORTAL CHRIST, WHOM THE EARTH CONCEIVES AND BRINGS FORTH BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT; AND ANOTHER CRUCIFIED BY THE JEWS UNDER PONTIUS PILATE; AND A THIRD WHOM YOU DIVIDE BETWEEN THE SUN AND THE MOON? OR IS IT ONE AND THE SAME PERSON, PART OF WHOM IS CONFINED IN THE TREES, TO BE RELEASED BY THE HELP OF THE OTHER PART WHICH IS NOT CONFINED? IF THIS IS THE CASE, AND YOU ALLOW THAT CHRIST SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, THOUGH IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW HE COULD HAVE SUFFERED WITHOUT FLESH, AS YOU SAY HE DID, THE GREAT QUESTION IS, WITH WHOM HE LEFT THOSE SHIPS YOU SPEAK OF, THAT HE MIGHT COME DOWN AND SUFFER THESE THINGS, WHICH HE CERTAINLY COULD NOT HAVE SUFFERED WITHOUT HAVING A BODY OF SOME KIND. A MERE SPIRITUAL PRESENCE COULD NOT HAVE MADE HIM LIABLE TO THESE SUFFERINGS, AND IN HIS BODILY PRESENCE HE COULD NOT BE AT THE SAME TIME IN THE SUN, IN THE MOON, AND ON THE CROSS. SO, THEN, IF HE HAD NOT A BODY, HE WAS NOT CRUCIFIED; AND IF HE HAD A BODY, THE QUESTION IS, WHERE HE GOT IT: FOR, ACCORDING TO YOU, ALL BODIES BELONG TO THE RACE OF DARKNESS, THOUGH YOU CANNOT THINK OF THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE EXCEPT AS BEING MATERIAL. THUS YOU MUST SAY EITHER THAT CHRIST WAS CRUCIFIED WITHOUT A BODY; WHICH IS UTTERLY ABSURD; OR THAT HE WAS CRUCIFIED IN APPEARANCE AND NOT IN REALITY, WHICH IS BLASPHEMY; OR THAT ALL BODIES DO NOT BELONG TO THE RACE OF DARKNESS, BUT THAT THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE HAS ALSO A BODY, AND THAT NOT AN IMMORTAL BODY, BUT LIABLE TO CRUCIFIXION AND DEATH, WHICH, AGAIN, IS ALTOGETHER ERRONEOUS; OR THAT CHRIST HAD A MORTAL BODY FROM THE RACE OF DARKNESS, SO THAT, WHILE YOU WILL NOT ALLOW THAT CHRIST'S BODY CAME FROM THE VIRGIN MARY, YOU DERIVE IT FROM THE RACE OF DEMONS. FINALLY, AS IN FAUSTUS' STATEMENT, IN WHICH HE ALLUDES IN THE BRIEFEST MANNER POSSIBLE TO THE LENGTHY STORIES OF MANICHAEAN INVENTION, THE EARTH BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT CONCEIVES AND BRINGS FORTH THE MORTAL JESUS, WHO, HANGING FROM EVERY TREE, IS THE LIFE AND SALVATION OF MEN, WHY SHOULD THIS SAVIOR BE REPRESENTED BY WHATEVER IS HANGING, BECAUSE HE HUNG ON THE TREE, AND NOT BY WHATEVER IS BORN, BECAUSE HE WAS BORN? BUT IF YOU MEAN THAT THE JESUS ON THE TREES, AND THE JESUS CRUCIFIED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, AND THE JESUS DIVIDED BETWEEN THE SUN AND THE MOON, ARE ALL ONE AND THE SAME SUBSTANCE, WHY DO YOU NOT GIVE THE NAME OF JESUS TO YOUR WHOLE HOST OF DEITIES? WHY SHOULD NOT YOUR WORLD-HOLDER BE JESUS TOO, AND ATLAS, AND THE KING OF HONOR, AND THE MIGHTY SPIRIT, AND THE FIRST MAN, AND ALL THE REST, WITH THEIR VARIOUS NAMES AND OCCUPATIONS? 
12. SO, WITH REGARD TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, HOW CAN YOU SAY THAT HE IS THE THIRD PERSON, WHEN THE PERSONS YOU MENTION ARE INNUMERABLE? OR WHY IS HE NOT JESUS HIMSELF? AND WHY DOES FAUSTUS MISLEAD PEOPLE, IN TRYING TO MAKE OUT AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN HIMSELF AND TRUE CHRISTIANS, FROM WHOM HE DIFFERS ONLY TOO WIDELY, BY SAYING, WE WORSHIP ONE GOD UNDER THE THREEFOLD APPELLATION OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD THE FATHER, CHRIST HIS SON, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT? WHY IS THE APPELLATION ONLY THREEFOLD, INSTEAD OF BEING MANIFOLD? AND WHY IS THE DISTINCTION IN APPELLATION ONLY, AND NOT IN REALITY, IF THERE ARE AS MANY PERSONS AS THERE ARE NAMES? FOR IT IS NOT AS IF YOU GAVE THREE NAMES TO THE SAME THING, AS THE SAME WEAPON MAY BE CALLED A SHORT SWORD, A DAGGER, OR A DIRK; OR AS YOU GIVE THE NAME OF MOON, AND THE LESSER SHIP, AND THE LUMINARY OF NIGHT, AND SO ON, TO THE SAME THING. FOR YOU CANNOT SAY THAT THE FIRST MAN IS THE SAME AS THE MIGHTY SPIRIT, OR AS THE WORLD- HOLDER, OR AS THE GIANT ATLAS. THEY ARE ALL DISTINCT PERSONS, AND YOU DO NOT CALL ANY OF THEM CHRIST. HOW CAN THERE BE ONE DEITY WITH OPPOSITE FUNCTIONS? OR WHY SHOULD NOT CHRIST HIMSELF BE THE SINGLE PERSON, IF IN ONE SUBSTANCE CHRIST HANGS ON THE TREES, AND WAS PERSECUTED BY THE JEWS, AND EXISTS IN THE SUN AND MOON? THE FACT IS, YOUR FANCIES ARE ALL ASTRAY, AND ARE NO BETTER THAN THE DREAMS OF INSANITY. 
13. HOW CAN FAUSTUS THINK THAT WE RESEMBLE THE MANICHAEANS IN ATTACHING SACREDNESS TO BREAD AND WINE, WHEN THEY CONSIDER IT SACRILEGE TO TASTE WINE? THEY ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR GOD IN THE GRAPE, BUT NOT IN THE CUP; PERHAPS THEY ARE SHOCKED AT HIS BEING TRAMPLED ON AND BOTTLED. IT IS NOT ANY BREAD AND WINE THAT WE HOLD SACRED AS A NATURAL PRODUCTION, AS IF CHRIST WERE CONFINED IN CORN OR IN VINES, AS THE MANICHAEANS FANCY, BUT WHAT IS TRULY CONSECRATED AS A SYMBOL. WHAT IS NOT CONSECRATED, THOUGH IT IS BREAD AND WINE, IS ONLY NOURISHMENT OR REFRESHMENT, WITH NO SACREDNESS ABOUT IT; ALTHOUGH WE BLESS AND THANK GOD FOR EVERY GIFT, BODILY AS WELL AS SPIRITUAL. ACCORDING TO YOUR NOTION, CHRIST IS CONFINED IN EVERYTHING YOU EAT, AND IS RELEASED BY DIGESTION FROM THE ADDITIONAL CONFINEMENT OF YOUR INTESTINES. SO, WHEN YOU EAT, YOUR GOD SUFFERS; AND WHEN YOU DIGEST, YOU SUFFER FROM HIS RECOVERY. WHEN HE FILLS YOU, YOUR GAIN IS, HIS LOSS. THIS MIGHT BE CONSIDERED KINDNESS ON HIS PART, BECAUSE HE SUFFERS IN YOU FOR YOUR BENEFIT, WERE IT NOT THAT HE GAINS FREEDOM BY ESCAPING AND LEAVING YOU EMPTY. THERE IS NOT THE LEAST RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN OUR REVERENCE FOR THE BREAD AND WINE, AND YOUR DOCTRINES, WHICH HAVE NO TRUTH IN THEM. TO COMPARE THE TWO IS EVEN MORE FOOLISH THAN TO SAY, AS SOME DO, THAT IN THE BREAD AND WINE WE WORSHIP CERES AND BACCHUS. I REFER TO THIS NOW, TO SHOW WHERE YOU GOT YOUR SILLY IDEA THAT OUR FATHERS KEPT THE SABBATH IN HONOR OF SATURN. FOR AS THERE IS NO CONNECTION WITH THE WORSHIP OF THE PAGAN DEITIES CERES AND BACCHUS IN OUR OBSERVANCE OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE BREAD AND WINE, WHICH YOU APPROVE SO HIGHLY THAT YOU WISH TO RESEMBLE US IN IT, SO THERE WAS NO SUBJECTION TO SATURN IN THE CASE OF OUR FATHERS, WHO OBSERVED THE REST OF THE SABBATH IN A MANNER SUITABLE TO PROPHETIC TIMES. 
14. YOU MIGHT HAVE FOUND A RESEMBLANCE IN YOUR RELIGION TO THAT OF THE PAGANS AS REGARDS HYLE [MATTER], WHICH THE PAGANS OFTEN SPEAK OF. YOU, ON THE CONTRARY, MAINTAIN THAT YOU ARE DIRECTLY OPPOSED TO THEM IN YOUR BELIEF IN THE EVIL PRINCIPLE WHICH YOUR TEACHER IN THEOLOGY CALLS HYLE. BUT HERE YOU ONLY SHOW YOUR IGNORANCE, AND, WITH AN AFFECTATION OF LEARNING, USE THIS WORD WITHOUT KNOWING WHAT IT MEANS. THE GREEKS, WHEN SPEAKING OF NATURE, GIVE THE NAME HYLE TO THE SUBJECT- MATTER OF THINGS, WHICH HAS NO FORM OF ITS OWN, BUT ADMITS OF ALL BODILY FORMS, AND IS KNOWN ONLY THROUGH THESE CHANGEABLE PHENOMENA, NOT BEING ITSELF AN OBJECT OF SENSATION OR PERCEPTION. SOME GENTILES, INDEED, ERRONEOUSLY MAKE THIS MATTER CO-ETERNAL WITH GOD, AS NOT BEING DERIVED FROM HIM, THOUGH THE BODILY FORMS ARE. IN THIS MANIFEST ERROR YOU RESEMBLE THE PAGANS, FOR YOU HOLD THAT HYLE HAS A PRINCIPLE OF ITS OWN, AND DOES NOT COME FROM GOD. IT IS ONLY IGNORANCE THAT LEADS YOU TO DENY THIS RESEMBLANCE. IN SAYING THAT HYLE HAS NO FORM OF ITS OWN, AND CAN TAKE ITS FORMS ONLY FROM GOD, THE PAGANS COME NEAR TO THE TRUTH WHICH WE BELIEVE IN CONTRADISTINCTION FROM YOUR ERRORS. NOT KNOWING WHAT HYLE OR THE SUBJECT-MATTER OF THINGS IS, YOU MAKE IT THE RACE OF DARKNESS, IN WHICH YOU PLACE NOT ONLY INNUMERABLE BODILY FORMS OF FIVE DIFFERENT KINDS, BUT ALSO A FORMATIVE MIND. SUCH, INDEED, IS YOUR IGNORANCE OR INSANITY, THAT YOU CALL THIS MIND HYLE, AND MAKE IT GIVE FORMS INSTEAD OF TAKING THEM. IF THERE WERE SUCH A FORMATIVE MIND AS YOU SPEAK OF, AND BODILY ELEMENTS CAPABLE OF FORM, THE WORD HYLE WOULD PROPERLY BE APPLICABLE TO THE BODILY ELEMENTS, WHICH WOULD BE THE MATTER TO BE FORMED BY THE MIND, WHICH YOU MAKE THE PRINCIPLE OF EVIL. EVEN THIS WOULD NOT BE A QUITE ACCURATE USE OF THE WORD HYLE, WHICH HAS NO FORM OF ANY KIND; WHEREAS THESE ELEMENTS, ALTHOUGH CAPABLE OF NEW FORMS, HAVE ALREADY THE FORM OF ELEMENTS, AND BELONG TO DIFFERENT KINDS. STILL THIS USE OF THE WORD WOULD NOT BE SO MUCH AMISS, NOTWITHSTANDING YOUR IGNORANCE; FOR IT WOULD THUS BE APPLIED, AS IT PROPERLY IS, TO THAT WHICH TAKES FORM, AND NOT TO THAT WHICH GIVES IT. EVEN HERE, HOWEVER, YOUR FOLLY AND IMPIETY WOULD APPEAR IN TRACING SO MUCH THAT IS GOOD TO THE EVIL PRINCIPLE, FROM YOUR NOT KNOWING THAT ALL NATURES OF EVERY KIND, ALL FORMS IN THEIR PROPORTION, AND ALL WEIGHTS IN THEIR ORDER, CAN COME ONLY FROM THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AS IT IS, YOU KNOW NEITHER WHAT HYLE IS, NOR WHAT EVIL IS. WOULD THAT I COULD PERSUADE YOU TO REFRAIN FROM MISLEADING PEOPLE STILT MORE IGNORANT THAN YOURSELVES! 
15. EVERY ONE MUST SEE THE FOLLY OF YOUR BOASTING OF SUPERIORITY TO THE PAGANS BECAUSE THEY USE ALTARS AND TEMPLES, IMAGES AND SACRIFICES AND INCENSE, IN THE WORSHIP OF GOD, WHICH YOU DO NOT. AS IF IT WERE NOT BETTER TO BUILD AN ALTAR AND OFFER SACRIFICE TO A STONE, WHICH HAS SOME KIND OF EXISTENCE, THEN TO EMPLOY A HEATED IMAGINATION IN WORSHIPPING THINGS WHICH HAVE NO EXISTENCE AT ALL. AND WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY SAYING THAT YOU ARE A RATIONAL TEMPLE OF GOD? CAN THAT BE GOD'S TEMPLE WHICH IS PARTLY THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE DEVIL? AND IS THIS NOT TRUE OF YOU, AS YOU SAY THAT ALL YOUR MEMBERS AND YOUR WHOLE BODY WERE FORMED BY THE EVIL PRINCIPLE WHICH YOU CALL HYLE, AND THAT PART OF THIS FORMATIVE MIND DWELLS IN THE BODY ALONG WITH PART OF YOUR GOD? AND AS THIS PART OF YOUR GOD IS BOUND AND CONFINED, YOU SHOULD BE CALLED THE PRISON OF GOD RATHER THAN HIS TEMPLE. PERHAPS IT IS YOUR SOUL THAT IS THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AS YOU HAVE IT FROM THE REGION OF LIGHT. BUT YOU GENERALLY CALL YOUR SOUL NOT A TEMPLE, BUT A PART OR MEMBER OF GOD. SO, WHEN YOU SAY YOU ARE THE TEMPLE OF GOD, IT MUST BE IN YOUR BODY, WHICH, YOU SAY, WAS FORMED BY THE DEVIL. THUS, YOU BLASPHEME THE TEMPLE OF GOD, CALLING IT NOT ONLY THE WORKMANSHIP OF SATAN, BUT THE PRISON-HOUSE OF GOD. THE APOSTLE, ON THE OTHER HAND, SAYS: "THE TEMPLE OF GOD IS HOLY, WHICH TEMPLE YE ARE," AND TO SHOW THAT THIS REFERS NOT MERELY TO THE SOUL, HE SAYS EXPRESSLY: "KNOW YE NOT THAT YOUR BODIES ARE THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY GHOST, WHICH IS IN YOU, WHICH YE HAVE OF GOD?"(1) YOU CALL THE WORKMANSHIP OF DEVILS THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND THERE, TO USE FAUSTUS' WORDS, YOU PLACE CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, THE LIVING IMAGE OF LIVING MAJESTY. YOUR IMPIETY MAY WELL CONTRIVE A FABULOUS TEMPLE FOR A FABULOUS CHRIST. THE IMAGE YOU SPEAK OF MUST BE SO CALLED, BECAUSE IT IS THE CREATURE OF YOUR IMAGINATION. 
16. IF YOUR MIND IS AN ALTAR, YOU SEE WHOSE ALTAR IT IS. YOU MAY SEE FROM THE VERY DOCTRINES AND DUTIES IN WHICH YOU SAY YOU ARE TRAINED. YOU ARE TAUGHT NOT TO GIVE FOOD TO A BEGGAR; AND SO, YOUR ALTAR SMOKES WITH THE SACRIFICE OF CRUELTY. SUCH ALTARS THE LORD DESTROYS; FOR IN WORDS QUOTED FROM THE LAW. HE TELLS US WHAT OFFERING PLEASES GOD: "I DESIRE MERCY, AND NOT SACRIFICE." OBSERVE ON WHAT OCCASION THE LORD USES THESE WORDS. IT WAS WHEN, IN PASSING THROUGH A FIELD, THE DISCIPLES PLUCKED THE EARS OF CORN BECAUSE THEY WERE HUNGRY. YOUR DOCTRINE WOULD LEAD YOU TO CALL THIS MURDER. YOUR MIND IS AN ALTAR, NOT OF GOD, BUT OF LYING DEVILS, BY WHOSE DOCTRINES THE EVIL CONSCIENCE IS SEARED AS WITH A HOT IRON, (1) CALLING MURDER WHAT THE TRUTH CALLS INNOCENCE. FOR IN HIS WORDS TO THE JEWS, CHRIST BY ANTICIPATION DEALS A FATAL BLOW TO YOU: "IF YE HAD KNOWN WHAT THIS MEANS, I DESIRE MERCY, AND NOT SACRIFICE, YE WOULD NOT HAVE CONDEMNED THE GUILTLESS."(2) 
17. NOR CAN YOU SAY THAT YOU HONOR GOD WITH SACRIFICES IN THE SHAPE OF PURE AND SIMPLE PRAYERS: FOR, IN YOUR LOW, DISHONORING NOTIONS ABOUT THE DIVINE NATURE AND SUBSTANCE, YOU MAKE YOUR GOD TO BE THE VICTIM IN THE SACRIFICES OF PAGANS; SO FAR ARE YOU FROM PLEASING THE TRUE GOD WITH YOUR SACRIFICES. FOR YOU HOLD THAT GOD IS CONFINED NOT ONLY IN TREES AND PLANTS, OR IN THE HUMAN BODY, BUT ALSO IN THE FLESH OF ANIMALS, WHICH CONTAMINATES HIM WITH ITS IMPURITY. AND HOW CAN YOUR SOUL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD, WHEN YOU ACTUALLY REPROACH HIM BY CALLING YOUR SOUL A PARTICLE OF HIS SUBSTANCE TAKEN CAPTIVE BY THE RACE OF DARKNESS; AS IF GOD COULD NOT MAINTAIN THE CONFLICT EXCEPT BY THIS CORRUPTION OF HIS MEMBERS, AND THIS DISHONORABLE CAPTIVITY? INSTEAD OF HONORING GOD IN YOUR PRAYERS, YOU INSULT HIM. FOR WHAT SIN DID YOU COMMIT, WHEN YOU BELONGED TO HIM, THAT YOU SHOULD BE THUS PUNISHED BY THE GOD YOU CRY TO, NOT BECAUSE YOU LEFT HIM SINFULLY OF YOUR OWN: CHOICE; FOR HE HIMSELF GAVE YOU TO HIS ENEMIES, TO OBTAIN PEACE FOR HIS KINGDOM? YOU ARE NOT EVEN GIVEN AS HOSTAGES TO BE HONORABLY GUARDED. NOR IS IT AS WHEN A SHEPHERD LAYS A SNARE TO CATCH A WILD BEAST: FOR HE DOES NOT PUT ONE OF HIS OWN MEMBERS IN THE SNARE, BUT SOME ANIMAL FROM HIS FLOCK; AND GENERALLY, SO THAT THE WILD BEAST IS CAUGHT BEFORE THE ANIMAL IS HURT. YOU, THOUGH YOU ARE THE MEMBERS OF YOUR GOD, ARE GIVEN TO THE ENEMY, WHOSE FEROCITY YOU KEEP OFF FROM YOUR GOD ONLY BY BEING CONTAMINATED WITH THEIR IMPURITY, INFECTED WITH THEIR CORRUPTIONS, WITHOUT ANY FAULT OF YOUR OWN. YOU CANNOT IN YOUR PRAYERS USE THE WORDS: "FREE US, O LORD, FOR THE GLORY OF THY NAME; AND FOR THY NAME'S SAKE PARDON OUR SINS."(3) YOUR PRAYER IS: "FREE US BY THY SKILL, FOR WE SUFFER HERE OPPRESSION, AND TORTURE, AND POLLUTION, ONLY THAT THOU MAYEST MOURN UNMOLESTED IN THY KINGDOM." THESE ARE WORDS OF REPROACH, NOT OF ENTREATY. NOR CAN YOU USE THE WORDS TAUGHT US BY THE MASTER OF TRUTH: "FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS, AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS."(4) FOR WHO ARE THE DEBTORS WHO HAVE SINNED AGAINST YOU? IF IT IS THE RACE OF DARKNESS, YOU DO NOT FORGIVE THEIR DEBTS, BUT MAKE THEM BE UTTERLY CAST OUT AND SHUT UP IN ETERNAL IMPRISONMENT. AND HOW CAN GOD FORGIVE YOUR DEBTS, WHEN HE RATHER SINNED AGAINST YOU BY SENDING YOU INTO SUCH A STATE, THAN YOU AGAINST HIM, WHOM YOU OBEYED BY GOING? IF THIS WAS NOT A SIN IN HIM, BECAUSE HE WAS COMPELLED TO DO IT, THIS EXCUSE MUST APPLY YOU, NOW THAT YOU HAVE BEEN OVERTHROWN IN THE CONFLICT, MORE THAN TO HIM BEFORE THE CONFLICT BEGAN. YOU SUFFER NOW FROM THE MIXTURE OF EVIL, WHICH WAS NOT THE CASE WITH HIM WHEN NEVERTHELESS HE WAS COMPELLED TO SEND YOU. SO, EITHER HE REQUIRES THAT YOU SHOULD FORGIVE HIM HIS DEBT; OR, IF HE IS NOT IN DEBT TO YOU, STILL LESS ARE YOU TO HIM. IT APPEARS THAT YOUR SACRIFICES AND YOUR PURE AND SIMPLE PRAYERS ARE FALSE AND VILE BLASPHEMIES. 
18. HOW IS IT, BY THE WAY, THAT YOU USE THE WORDS TEMPLE, ALTAR, SACRIFICE, FOR THE PURPOSE OF COMMENDING YOUR OWN PRACTICES? IF SUCH THINGS CAN BE SPOKEN OF AS PROPERLY BELONGING TO TRUE RELIGION, THEY MUST CONSTITUTE THE TRUE WORSHIP OF THE TRUE GOD. AND IF THERE IS SUCH A THING AS TRUE SACRIFICE TO THE TRUE GOD, WHICH IS IMPLIED IN THE EXPRESSION DIVINE HONORS, THERE MUST BE SOME ONE TRUE SACRIFICE OF WHICH THE REST ARE IMITATIONS. ON THE ONE HAND, WE HAVE THE SPURIOUS IMITATIONS IN THE CASE OF FALSE AND LYING GODS, THAT IS, OF DEVILS, WHO PROUDLY DEMAND DIVINE HONORS FROM THEIR DELUDED VOTARIES, AS IS OR WAS THE CASE IN THE TEMPLES AND IDOLS OF THE GENTILES. ON THE OTHER HAND, WE HAVE THE PROPHETIC INTIMATIONS OF ONE MOST TRUE SACRIFICE TO BE OFFERED FOR THE SINS OF ALL BELIEVERS, AS IN THE SACRIFICES ENJOINED BY GOD ON OUR FATHERS; ALONG WITH WHICH THERE WAS ALSO THE SYMBOLICAL ANOINTING TYPICAL OF CHRIST, AS THE NAME CHRIST ITSELF MEANS ANOINTED. THE ANIMAL SACRIFICES, THEREFORE, PRESUMPTUOUSLY CLAIMED BY DEVILS, WERE AN IMITATION OF THE TRUE SACRIFICE WHICH IS DUE ONLY TO THE ONE TRUE GOD, AND WHICH CHRIST ALONE OFFERED ON HIS ALTAR. THUS, THE APOSTLE SAYS: "THE SACRIFICES WHICH THE GENTILES OFFER, THEY OFFER TO DEVILS, AND NOT TO GOD."(1) HE DOES NOT FIND FAULT WITH SACRIFICES, BUT WITH OFFERING TO DEVILS. THE HEBREWS, AGAIN, IN THEIR ANIMAL SACRIFICES, WHICH THEY OFFERED TO GOD IN MANY VARIED FORMS, SUITABLY TO THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE INSTITUTION, TYPIFIED THE SACRIFICE OFFERED BY CHRIST. THIS SACRIFICE IS ALSO COMMEMORATED BY CHRISTIANS, IN THE SACRED OFFERING AND PARTICIPATION OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST. THE MANICHAEANS UNDERSTAND NEITHER THE SINFULNESS OF THE GENTILE SACRIFICES, NOR THE IMPORTANCE OF THE HEBREW SACRIFICES, NOR THE USE OF THE ORDINANCE OF THE CHRISTIAN SACRIFICE. THEIR OWN ERRORS ARE THE OFFERING THEY PRESENT TO THE DEVIL WHO HAS DECEIVED THEM. AND THUS, THEY DEPART FROM THE FAITH, GIVING HEED TO SEDUCING SPIRITS, AND TO DOCTRINES OF DEVILS, SPEAKING LIES IN HYPOCRISY. 
19. IT MAY BE WELL THAT FAUSTUS, OR AT LEAST THAT THOSE WHO ARE CHARMED WITH FAUSTUS' WRITINGS, SHOULD KNOW THAT THE DOCTRINE OF A SINGLE PRINCIPLE DID NOT COME TO US FROM THE GENTILES; FOR THE BELIEF IN ONE TRUE GOD, FROM WHOM EVERY KIND OF NATURE IS DERIVED, IS A PART OF THE ORIGINAL TRUTH RETAINED AMONG THE GENTILES, NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR HAVING FALLEN AWAY TO MANY FALSE GODS. FOR THE GENTILE PHILOSOPHERS HAD THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, BECAUSE, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "THE INVISIBLE THINGS OF GOD, FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, ARE CLEARLY SEEN, BEING UNDERSTOOD BY THE THINGS THAT ARE MADE, EVEN HIS ETERNAL POWER AND GODHEAD; SO THAT THEY ARE WITHOUT EXCUSE." BUT, AS THE APOSTLE ADDS, "WHEN THEY KNEW GOD, THEY GLORIFIED HIM NOT AS GOD, NEITHER WERE THANKFUL; BUT BECAME VAIN IN THEIR IMAGINATIONS. AND THEIR FOOLISH HEART WAS DARKENED. PROFESSING THEMSELVES TO BE WISE, THEY BECAME FOOLS, AND CHANGED THE GLORY OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE GOD INTO AN IMAGE MADE LIKE TO CORRUPTIBLE MAN, AND TO BIRDS, AND FOUR-FOOLED BEASTS, AND CREEPING THINGS."(2) THESE ARE THE IDOLS OF THE GENTILES, WHICH THEY CANNOT EXPLAIN EXCEPT BY REFERRING TO THE CREATURES MADE BY GOD; SO THAT THIS VERY EXPLANATION OF THEIR IDOLATRY, ON WHICH THE MORE ENLIGHTENED GENTILES WERE WONT TO PRIDE THEMSELVES AS A PROOF OF THEIR SUPERIORITY, SHOWS THE TRUTH OF THE FOLLOWING WORDS OF THE APOSTLE: "THEY WORSHIPPED AND SERVED THE CREATURE RATHER THAN THE CREATOR, WHO IS BLESSED FOREVER."(3) WHERE YOU DIFFER FROM THE GENTILES, YOU ARE IN ERROR; WHERE YOU RESEMBLE THEM, YOU ARE WORSE THAN THEY. YOU DO NOT BELIEVE, AS THEY DO, IN A SINGLE PRINCIPLE; AND SO YOU FALL INTO THE IMPIETY OF BELIEVING THE SUBSTANCE OF THE ONE TRUE GOD TO BE LIABLE TO SUBJUGATION AND CORRUPTION. AS REGARDS THE WORSHIP OF A PLURALITY OF GODS. THE DOCTRINE OF LYING DEVILS HAS LED THE GENTILES TO WORSHIP MANY IDOLS, AND YOU TO WORSHIP MANY PHANTASMS. 
20. WE DO NOT TURN THE SACRIFICES OF THE GENTILES INTO LOVE-FEASTS, AS FAUSTUS SAYS WE DO. OUR LOVE-FEASTS ARE RATHER A SUBSTITUTE FOR THE SACRIFICE SPOKEN OF BY THE LORD, IN THE WORDS ALREADY QUOTED: "I WILL HAVE MERCY, AND NOT SACRIFICE." AT OUR LOVE-FEASTS THE POOR OBTAIN VEGETABLE OR ANIMAL FOOD; AND SO, THE CREATURE OF GOD IS USED, AS FAR AS IT IS SUITABLE, FOR THE NOURISHMENT OF MAN, WHO IS ALSO GOD'S CREATURE. YOU HAVE BEEN LED BY LYING DEVILS, NOT IN SELF-DENIAL, BUT IN BLASPHEMOUS ERROR, "TO ABSTAIN FROM MEATS WHICH GOD HATH CREATED TO BE RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING OF THEM WHICH BELIEVE AND KNOW THE TRUTH. FOR EVERY CREATURE OF GOD IS GOOD, AND NOTHING TO BE REFUSED, IF IT BE RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING."(4) IN RETURN FOR THE BOUNTIES OF THE CREATOR, YOU UNGRATEFULLY INSULT HIM WITH YOUR IMPIETY; AND BECAUSE IN OUR LOVE-FEASTS FLESH IS OFTEN GIVEN TO THE POOR, YOU COMPARE CHRISTIAN CHARITY TO PAGAN SACRIFICES. THIS INDEED, IS ANOTHER POINT IN WHICH YOU RESEMBLE SOME PAGANS. YOU CONSIDER IT A CRIME TO KILL ANIMALS, BECAUSE YOU THINK THAT THE SOULS OF MEN PASS INTO THEM; WHICH IS AN IDEA FOUND IN THE WRITINGS OF SOME GENTILE PHILOSOPHERS, ALTHOUGH THEIR SUCCESSORS APPEAR TO HAVE THOUGHT DIFFERENTLY. BUT HERE AGAIN YOU ARE MOST IN ERROR: FOR THEY DREADED SLAUGHTERING A RELATIVE IN THE ANIMAL; BUT YOU DREAD THE SLAUGHTER OF YOUR GOD, FOR YOU HOLD EVEN THE SOULS OF ANIMALS TO BE HIS MEMBERS. 
21. AS TO OUR PAYING HONOR TO THE MEMORY OF THE MARTYRS, AND THE ACCUSATION OF FAUSTUS, THAT WE WORSHIP THEM INSTEAD OF IDOLS, I SHOULD NOT CARE TO ANSWER SUCH A CHARGE, WERE IT NOT FOR THE SAKE OF SHOWING HOW FAUSTUS, IN HIS DESIRE TO CAST REPROACH ON US, HAS OVERSTEPPED THE MANICHAEAN INVENTIONS, AND HAS FALLEN HEEDLESSLY INTO A POPULAR NOTION FOUND IN PAGAN POETRY, ALTHOUGH HE IS SO ANXIOUS TO BE DISTINGUISHED FROM THE PAGANS. FOR IN SAYING THAT WE HAVE TURNED THE IDOLS INTO MARTYRS, BE SPEAKS OF OUR WORSHIPPING THEM WITH SIMILAR RITES, AND APPEASING THE SHADES OF THE DEPARTED WITH WINE AND FOOD. DO YOU, THEN, BELIEVE IN SHADES? WE NEVER HEARD YOU SPEAK OF SUCH THINGS, NOR HAVE WE READ OF THEM IN YOUR BOOKS. IN FACT, YOU GENERALLY OPPOSE SUCH IDEAS: FOR YOU TELL US THAT THE SOULS OF THE DEAD, IF THEY ARE WICKED, OR NOT PURIFIED, ARE MADE TO PASS THROUGH VARIOUS CHANGES, OR SUFFER PUNISHMENT STILL MORE SEVERE; WHILE THE GOOD SOULS ARE PLACED IN SHIPS, AND SAIL THROUGH HEAVEN TO THAT IMAGINARY REGION OF LIGHT WHICH THEY DIED FIGHTING FOR. ACCORDING TO YOU, THEN, NO SOULS REMAIN NEAR THE BURYING-PLACE OF THE BODY; AND HOW CAN THERE BE ANY SHADES OF THE DEPARTED? WHAT AND WHERE ARE THEY? FAUSTUS' LOVE OF EVIL-SPEAKING HAS MADE HIM FORGET HIS OWN CREED; OR PERHAPS HE SPOKE IN HIS SLEEP ABOUT GHOSTS, AND DID NOT WAKE UP EVEN WHEN HE SAW HIS WORDS IN WRITING. IT IS TRUE THAT CHRISTIANS PAY RELIGIOUS HONOR TO THE MEMORY OF THE MARTYRS, BOTH TO EXCITE US TO IMITATE THEM AND TO OBTAIN A SHARE IN THEIR MERITS, AND THE ASSISTANCE OF THEIR PRAYERS. BUT WE BUILD ALTARS NOT TO ANY MARTYR, BUT TO THE GOD OF MARTYRS, ALTHOUGH IT IS TO THE MEMORY OF THE MARTYRS. NO ONE OFFICIATING AT THE ALTAR IN THE SAINTS' BURYING-PLACE EVER SAYS, WE BRING AN OFFERING TO THEE, O PETER! OR O PAUL! OR O CYPRIAN! THE OFFERING IS MADE TO GOD, WHO GAVE THE CROWN OF MARTYRDOM, WHILE IT IS IN MEMORY OF THOSE THUS CROWNED. THE EMOTION IS INCREASED BY THE ASSOCIATIONS OF THE PLACE, AND. LOVE IS EXCITED BOTH TOWARDS THOSE WHO ARE OUR EXAMPLES, AND TOWARDS HIM BY WHOSE HELP WE MAY FOLLOW SUCH EXAMPLES. WE REGARD THE MARTYRS WITH THE SAME AFFECTIONATE INTIMACY THAT WE FEEL TOWARDS HOLY MEN OF GOD IN THIS LIFE, WHEN WE KNOW THAT THEIR HEARTS ARE PREPARED TO ENDURE THE SAME SUFFERING FOR THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL. THERE IS MORE DEVOTION IN OUR FEELING TOWARDS THE MARTYRS, BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT THEIR CONFLICT IS OVER; AND WE CAN SPEAK WITH GREATER CONFIDENCE IN PRAISE OF THOSE ALREADY VICTORS IN HEAVEN, THAN OF THOSE STILL COMBATING HERE. WHAT IS PROPERLY DIVINE WORSHIP, WHICH THE GREEKS CALL LATRIA, AND FOR WHICH THERE IS NO WORD IN LATIN, BOTH IN DOCTRINE AND IN PRACTICE, WE GIVE ONLY TO GOD. TO THIS WORSHIP BELONGS THE OFFERING OF SACRIFICES; AS WE SEE IN THE WORD IDOLATRY, WHICH MEANS THE GIVING OF THIS WORSHIP TO IDOLS. ACCORDINGLY, WE NEVER OFFER, OR REQUIRE ANY ONE TO OFFER, SACRIFICE TO A MARTYR, OR TO A HOLY SOUL, OR TO ANY ANGEL. ANY ONE FALLING INTO THIS ERROR IS INSTRUCTED BY DOCTRINE, EITHER IN THE WAY OF CORRECTION OR OF CAUTION. FOR HOLY BEINGS THEMSELVES, WHETHER SAINTS OR ANGELS, REFUSE TO ACCEPT WHAT THEY KNOW TO BE DUE TO GOD ALONE. WE SEE THIS IN PAUL AND BARNABAS, WHEN THE MEN OF LYCAONIA WISHED TO SACRIFICE TO THEM AS GODS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE MIRACLES THEY PERFORMED. THEY RENT THEIR CLOTHES, AND RESTRAINED THE PEOPLE, CRYING OUT TO THEM, AND PERSUADING THEM THAT THEY WERE NOT GODS. WE SEE IT ALSO IN THE ANGELS, AS WE READ IN THE APOCALYPSE THAT AN ANGEL WOULD NOT ALLOW HIMSELF TO BE WORSHIPPED, AND SAID TO HIS WORSHIPPER, "I AM THY FELLOW-SERVANT, AND OF THY BRETHREN."(1) THOSE WHO CLAIM THIS WORSHIP ARE PROUD SPIRITS, THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS, AS WE SEE IN ALL THE TEMPLES AND RITES OF THE GENTILES. SOME PROUD MEN, TOO, HAVE COPIED THEIR EXAMPLE; AS IS RELATED OF SOME KINGS OF BABYLON. THUS THE HOLY DANIEL WAS ACCUSED AND PERSECUTED, BECAUSE WHEN THE KING MADE A DECREE THAT NO PETITION SHOULD BE MADE TO ANY GOD, BUT ONLY TO THE KING, HE WAS FOUND WORSHIPPING AND PRAYING TO HIS OWN GOD, THAT IS, THE ONE TRUE GOD.(2) AS FOR THOSE WHO DRINK TO EXCESS AT THE FEASTS OF THE MARTYRS, WE OF COURSE CONDEMN THEIR CONDUCT; FOR TO DO SO EVEN IN THEIR OWN HOUSES WOULD BE CONTRARY TO SOUND DOCTRINE. BUT WE MUST TRY TO AMEND WHAT IS BAD AS WELL AS PRESCRIBE WHAT IS GOOD, AND MUST OF NECESSITY BEAR FOR A TIME WITH SOME THINGS THAT ARE NOT ACCORDING TO OUR TEACHING. THE RULES OF CHRISTIAN CONDUCT ARE NOT TO BE TAKEN FROM THE INDULGENCES OF THE INTEMPERATE OR THE INFIRMITIES OF THE WEAK. STILL, EVEN IN THIS, THE GUILT OF INTEMPERANCE IS MUCH LESS THAN THAT OF IMPIETY. TO SACRIFICE TO THE MARTYRS, EVEN FASTING, IS WORSE THAN TO GO HOME INTOXICATED FROM THEIR FEAST: TO SACRIFICE TO THE MARTYRS, I SAY, WHICH IS A DIFFERENT THING FROM SACRIFICING TO GOD IN MEMORY OF THE MARTYRS, AS WE DO CONSTANTLY, IN THE MANNER REQUIRED SINCE THE REVELATION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, FOR THIS BELONGS TO THE WORSHIP OR LATRIA WHICH IS DUE TO GOD ALONE. BUT IT IS VAIN TO TRY TO MAKE THESE HERETICS UNDERSTAND THE FULL MEANING OF THESE WORDS OF THE PSALMIST: "HE THAT OFFERS THE SACRIFICE OF PRAISE GLORIFIES ME, AND IN THIS WAY WILL I SHOW HIM MY SALVATION."(3) BEFORE THE COMING OF CHRIST, THE FLESH AND BLOOD OF THIS SACRIFICE WERE FORESHADOWED IN THE ANIMALS SLAIN; IN THE PASSION OF CHRIST THE TYPES WERE FULFILLED BY THE TRUE SACRIFICE; AFTER THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST, THIS SACRIFICE IS COMMEMORATED IN THE SACRAMENT. BETWEEN THE SACRIFICES OF THE PAGANS AND OF THE HEBREWS THERE IS ALL THE DIFFERENCE THAT THERE IS BETWEEN A FALSE IMITATION AND A TYPICAL ANTICIPATION. WE DO NOT DESPISE OR DENOUNCE THE VIRGINITY OF HOLY WOMEN BECAUSE THERE WERE VESTAL VIRGINS. AND, IN THE SAME WAY, IT IS NO REPROACH TO THE SACRIFICES OF OUR FATHERS THAT THE GENTILES ALSO HAD SACRIFICES. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CHRISTIAN AND VESTAL VIRGINITY IS GREAT, YET IT CONSISTS WHOLLY IN THE BEING TO WHOM THE VOW IS MADE AND PAID; AND SO, THE DIFFERENCE IN THE BEING TO WHOM THE SACRIFICES OF THE PAGANS AND HEBREWS ARE MADE AND OFFERED MAKES A WIDE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEM. IN THE ONE CASE THEY ARE OFFERED TO DEVILS, WHO PRESUMPTUOUSLY MAKE THIS CLAIM IN ORDER TO BE HELD AS GODS, BECAUSE SACRIFICE IS A DIVINE HONOR. IN THE OTHER CASE THEY ARE OFFERED TO THE ONE TRUE GOD, AS A TYPE OF THE TRUE SACRIFICE, WHICH ALSO WAS TO BE OFFERED TO HIM IN THE PASSION OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST. 
22. FAUSTUS IS WRONG IN SAYING THAT OUR JEWISH FOREFATHERS, IN THEIR SEPARATION FROM THE GENTILES, RETAINED THE TEMPLE, AND SACRIFICES, AND ALTARS, AND PRIESTHOOD, AND ABANDONED ONLY GRAVEN IMAGES OR IDOLS, FOR THEY MIGHT HAVE SACRIFICED, AS SOME DO, WITHOUT ANY GRAVEN IMAGE, TO TREES AND MOUNTAINS, OR EVEN TO THE SUN AND MOON AND THE STARS. IF THEY HAD THUS RENDERED TO THESE OBJECTS THE WORSHIP CALLED LARDS, THEY WOULD HAVE SERVED THE CREATURE INSTEAD OF THE CREATOR, AND SO WOULD HAVE FALLEN INTO THE SERIOUS ERROR OF HEATHENISH SUPERSTITION; AND EVEN WITHOUT IDOLS, THEY WOULD HAVE FOUND DEVILS READY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THEIR ERROR, AND TO ACCEPT THEIR OFFERINGS. FOR THESE PROUD AND WICKED SPIRITS FEED NOT, AS SOME FOOLISHLY SUPPOSE, ON THE SMELL OF THE SACRIFICE, AND THE SMOKE, BUT ON THE ERRORS OF MEN. THEY ENJOY NOT BODILY REFRESHMENT, BUT A MALEVOLENT GRATIFICATION, WHEN THEY IN ANY WAY DECEIVE PEOPLE, OR WHEN, WITH A BOLD ASSUMPTION OF BORROWED MAJESTY, THEY BOAST OF RECEIVING DIVINE HONORS. IT WAS NOT, THEREFORE, ONLY THE IDOLS OF THE GENTILES THAT OUR JEWISH FOREFATHERS ABANDONED. THEY SACRIFICED NEITHER TO THE EARTH NOR TO ANY EARTHLY THING, NOR TO THE SEA, NOR TO HEAVEN, NOR TO THE HOSTS OF HEAVEN, BUT LAID THE VICTIMS ON THE ALTAR OF THE ONE GOD, CREATOR OF ALL, WHO REQUIRED THESE OFFERINGS AS A MEANS OF FORESHADOWING THE TRUE VICTIM, BY WHOM HE HAS RECONCILED US TO HIMSELF IN THE REMISSION OF SINS THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. SO PAUL, ADDRESSING BELIEVERS, WHO ARE MADE THE BODY OF WHICH CHRIST IS THE HEAD, SAYS: "I BESEECH YOU, THEREFORE, BRETHREN, BY THE MERCIES OF GOD, THAT YE PRESENT YOUR BODIES A LIVING SACRIFICE, HOLY, ACCEPTABLE TO GOD."(1) THE MANICHAEANS, ON THE OTHER HAND, SAY THAT HUMAN BODIES ARE THE WORKMANSHIP OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS, AND THE PRISON IN WHICH THE CAPTIVE DEITY IS CONFINED. THUS, FAUSTUS' DOCTRINE IS VERY DIFFERENT FROM PAUL'S. BUT SINCE WHOSOEVER PREACHES TO YOU ANOTHER GOSPEL THAN THAT YE HAVE RECEIVED MUST BE ACCURSED, WHAT CHRIST SAYS IN PAUL IS THE TRUTH, WHILE MANICHAEUS IN FAUSTUS IS ACCURSED. 
23. FAUSTUS SAYS ALSO, WITHOUT KNOWING WHAT HE SAYS, THAT WE HAVE RETAINED THE MANNERS OF THE GENTILES. BUT SEEING THAT THE JUST LIVES BY FAITH, AND THAT THE END OF THE COMMANDMENT IS LOVE OUT OF A PURE HEART, AND A GOOD CONSCIENCE, AND FAITH UNFEIGNED, AND THAT THESE THREE, FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE, ABIDE TO FORM THE LIFE OF BELIEVERS, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THERE SHOULD BE SIMILARITY IN THE MANNERS OF THOSE WHO DIFFER IN THESE THREE THINGS. THOSE WHO BELIEVE DIFFERENTLY, AND HOPE DIFFERENTLY, AND LOVE DIFFERENTLY, MUST ALSO LIVE DIFFERENTLY. AND IF WE RESEMBLE THE GENTILES IN OUR USE OF SUCH THINGS AS FOOD AND DRINK, AND HOUSES AND CLOTHES AND BATHS, AND THOSE OF US WHO MARRY, IN TAKING AND KEEPING WIVES, AND IN BEGETTING AND BRINGING UP CHILDREN AS OUR HEIRS, THERE IS STILL A GREAT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE MAN WHO USES THESE THINGS FOR SOME END OF HIS OWN, AND THE MAN WHO, IN USING THEM, GIVES THANKS TO GOD, HAVING NO UNWORTHY OR ERRONEOUS IDEAS ABOUT GOD. FOR AS YOU, ACCORDING TO YOUR OWN HERESY, THOUGH YOU EAT THE SAME BREAD AS OTHER MEN, AND LIVE UPON THE PRODUCE OF THE SAME PLANTS AND THE WATER OF THE SAME FOUNTAIN, AND ARE CLOTHED LIKE OTHERS IN WOOL AND LINEN, YET LEAD A DIFFERENT LIFE, NOT BECAUSE YOU EAT OR DRINK, OR DRESS DIFFERENTLY, BUT BECAUSE YOU DIFFER FROM OTHERS IN YOUR IDEAS AND IN YOUR FAITH, AND IN ALL THESE THINGS HAVE M VIEW AN END OF YOUR OWN--THE END, NAMELY, SET FORTH IN YOUR FALSE DOCTRINES; IN THE SAME WAY WE, THOUGH WE RESEMBLE THE GENTILES IN THE USE OF THIS AND OTHER THINGS, DO NOT RESEMBLE THEM IN OUR LIFE; FOR WHILE THE THINGS ARE THE SAME, THE END IS DIFFERENT: FOR THE END WE HAVE IN VIEW IS, ACCORDING TO THE JUST COMMANDMENT OF GOD, LOVE OUT OF A PURE HEART, AND A GOOD CONSCIENCE, AND FAITH UNFEIGNED; FROM WHICH SOME HAVING ERRED, ARE TURNED TO VAIN JANGLING. IN THIS VAIN JANGLING YOU BEAR THE PALM, FOR YOU DO NOT ATTEND TO THE FACT THAT SO GREAT IS THE DIFFERENCE OF LIFE PRODUCED BY A DIFFERENT FAITH, EVEN WHEN THE THINGS IN POSSESSION AND USE ARE THE SAME, THAT THOUGH YOUR FOLLOWERS HAVE WIVES, AND IN SPITE OF THEMSELVES GET CHILDREN, FOR WHOM THEY GATHER AND STORE UP WEALTH; THOUGH THEY EAT FLESH, DRINK WINE, BATHE, REAP HARVESTS, GATHER VINTAGES, ENGAGE IN TRADE, AND OCCUPY HIGH OFFICIAL POSITIONS, YOU NEVERTHELESS RECKON THEM AS BELONGING TO YOU, AND NOT TO THE GENTILES, THOUGH IN THEIR ACTIONS THEY APPROACH NEARER TO THE GENTILES THAN TO YOU. AND THOUGH SOME OF THE GENTILES IN SOME THINGS RESEMBLE YOU MORE THAN YOUR OWN FOLLOWERS,-THOSE, FOR INSTANCE, WHO IN SUPERSTITIOUS DEVOTION ABSTAIN FROM FLESH, AND WINE, AND MARRIAGE,--YOU STILL COUNT YOUR OWN FOLLOWERS, EVEN THOUGH THEY USE ALL THESE THINGS, AND SO ARE UNLIKE YOU, AS BELONGING TO THE FLOCK OF MANICHAEUS RATHER THAN THOSE WHO RESEMBLE YOU IN THEIR PRACTICES. YOU CONSIDER AS BELONGING TO YOU A WOMAN THAT BELIEVES IN MANICHAEUS, THOUGH SHE IS A MOTHER, RATHER THAN A SIBYL, THOUGH SHE NEVER MARRIES. BUT YOU WILL SAY THAT MANY WHO ARE CALLED CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS ARE ADULTERERS, ROBBERS, MISERS, DRUNKARDS, AND WHATEVER ELSE IS CONTRARY TO SOUND DOCTRINE. I ASK IF NONE SUCH ARE TO BE FOUND IN YOUR COMPANY, WHICH IS ALMOST TOO SMALL TO BE CALLED A COMPANY. AND BECAUSE THERE ARE SOME AMONG THE PAGANS WHO ARE NOT OF THIS CHARACTER, DO YOU CONSIDER THEM AS BETTER THAN YOURSELVES? AND YET, IN FACT, YOUR HERESY IS SO BLASPHEMOUS, THAT EVEN YOUR FOLLOWERS WHO ARE NOT OF SUCH A CHARACTER ARE WORSE THAN THE PAGANS WHO ARE. IT IS THEREFORE NO IMPEACHMENT TO SOUND DOCTRINE, WHICH ALONE IS CATHOLIC, THAT MANY, WISH TO TAKE ITS NAME, WHO WILL NOT YIELD TO ITS BENEFICIAL INFLUENCE. WE MUST BEAR IN MIND THE TRUE MEANING OF THE CONTRAST WHICH THE LORD MAKES BETWEEN THE LITTLE COMPANY AND THE MASS OF MANKIND, AS SPREAD OVER ALL THE WORLD; FOR THE COMPANY OF SAINTS AND BELIEVERS IS SMALL, AS THE AMOUNT OF GRAIN IS SMALL WHEN COMPARED WITH THE HEAP OF CHAFF; AND YET THE GOOD GRAIN IS QUITE SUFFICIENT FAR TO OUTNUMBER YOU, GOOD AND BAD TOGETHER, FOR GOOD AND BAD ARE BOTH STRANGERS TO THE TRUTH. IN A WORD, WE ARE NOT A SCHISM OF THE GENTILES, FOR WE DIFFER FROM THEM GREATLY FOR THE BETTER; NOR ARE YOU, FOR YOU DIFFER FROM THEM GREATLY FOR THE WORSE. (1) 
BOOK XXI.
FAUSTUS DENIES THAT MANICHAEANS BELIEVE IN TWO GODS. HYLE NO GOD. AUGUSTIN DISCUSSES AT LARGE THE DOCTRINE OF GOD AND HYLE, AND FIXES THE CHARGE OF DUALISM UPON THE MANICHAEANS 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: DO WE BELIEVE IN ONE GOD OR IN TWO? IN ONE, OF COURSE. IF WE ARE ACCUSED OF MAKING TWO GODS, I REPLY THAT IT CANNOT BE SHOWN THAT WE EVER SAID ANYTHING OF THE KIND. WHY DO YOU SUSPECT US OF THIS? BECAUSE, YOU SAY, YOU BELIEVE IN TWO PRINCIPLES, GOOD AND EVIL. IT IS TRUE, WE BELIEVE IN TWO PRINCIPLES; BUT ONE WE CALL GOD, AND THE OTHER HYLE, OR, TO USE COMMON POPULAR LANGUAGE, THE DEVIL. IF YOU THINK THIS MEANS TWO GODS, YOU MAY AS WELL THINK THAT THE HEALTH AND SICKNESS OF WHICH DOCTORS SPEAK ARE TWO KINDS OF HEALTH, OR THAT GOOD AND EVIL ARE TWO KINDS OF GOOD, OR THAT WEALTH AND POVERTY ARE TWO KINDS OF WEALTH. IF I WERE DESCRIBING TWO THINGS, ONE WHITE AND THE OTHER BLACK, OR ONE HOT AND THE OTHER COLD, OR ONE SWEET AND THE OTHER BITTER, IT WOULD APPEAR LIKE IDIOCY OR INSANITY IN YOU TO SAY THAT I WAS DESCRIBING TWO WHITE THINGS, OR TWO HOT THINGS, OR TWO SWEET THINGS. SO, WHEN I ASSERT THAT THERE ARE TWO PRINCIPLES, GOD AND HYLE, YOU HAVE NO REASON FOR SAYING THAT I BELIEVE IN TWO GODS. DO YOU THINK THAT WE MUST CALL THEM BOTH GODS BECAUSE WE ATTRIBUTE, AS IS PROPER, ALL THE POWER OF EVIL TO HYLE, AND ALL THE POWER OF GOOD TO GOD? IF SO, YOU MAY AS WELL SAY THAT A POISON AND THE ANTIDOTE MUST BOTH BE CALLED ANTIDOTES, BECAUSE EACH HAS A POWER OF ITS OWN, AND CERTAIN EFFECTS FOLLOW FROM THE ACTION OF BOTH. SO ALSO, YOU MAY SAY THAT A PHYSICIAN AND A POISONER ARE BOTH PHYSICIANS; OR THAT A JUST AND AN UNJUST MAN ARE BOTH JUST, BECAUSE BOTH DO SOMETHING. IF THIS IS ABSURD, IT IS STILL MORE ABSURD TO SAY THAT GOD AND HYLE MUST BOTH BE GODS, BECAUSE THEY BOTH PRODUCE CERTAIN EFFECTS. IT IS A VERY CHILDISH AND IMPOTENT WAY OF ARGUING, WHEN YOU CANNOT REFUTE MY STATEMENTS, TO MAKE A QUARREL ABOUT NAMES. I GRANT THAT WE, TOO, SOMETIMES CALL THE HOSTILE NATURE GOD; NOT THAT WE BELIEVE IT TO BE GOD, BUT THAT THIS NAME IS ALREADY ADOPTED BY THE WORSHIPPERS OF THIS NATURE, WHO IN THEIR ERROR SUPPOSE IT TO BE GOD. THUS, THE APOSTLE SAYS: "THE GOD OF THIS WORLD HAS BLINDED THE MINDS OF THEM THAT BELIEVE NOT."(1) HE CALLS HIM GOD, BECAUSE HE WOULD BE SO CALLED BY HIS WORSHIPPERS; ADDING THAT HE BLINDS THEIR MINDS, TO SHOW THAT HE IS NOT THE TRUE GOD. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: YOU OFTEN SPEAK IN YOUR DISCOURSES OF TWO GODS, AS INDEED YOU ACKNOWLEDGE, THOUGH AT FIRST YOU DENIED IT. AND YOU GIVE AS A REASON FOR THUS SPEAKING THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE: "THE GOD OF THIS WORLD HAS BLINDED THE MINDS OF THEM THAT BELIEVE NOT." MOST OF US PUNCTUATE THIS SENTENCE DIFFERENTLY, AND EXPLAIN IT AS MEANING THAT THE TRUE GOD HAS BLINDED THE MINDS OF UNBELIEVERS. THEY PUT A STOP AFTER THE WORD GOD, AND READ THE FOLLOWING WORDS TOGETHER. OR WITHOUT THIS PUNCTUATION YOU MAY, FOR THE SAKE OF EXPOSITION, CHANGE THE ORDER OF THE WORDS, AND READ, "IN WHOM GOD HAS BLINDED THE MINDS OF UNBELIEVERS OF THIS WORLD," WHICH GIVES THE SAME SENSE. THE ACT OF BLINDING THE MINDS OF UNBELIEVERS MAY IN ONE SENSE BE ASCRIBED TO GOD, AS THE EFFECT NOT OF MALICE, BUT OF JUSTICE. THUS, PAUL HIMSELF SAYS ELSEWHERE, "IS GOD UNJUST, WHO TAKETH VENGEANCE?"(1) AND AGAIN, "WHAT SHALL WE SAY THEN? IS THERE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WITH GOD? GOD, FORBID. FOR MOSES SAITH, I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I WILL HAVE MERCY, AND WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I WILL HAVE COMPASSION." OBSERVE WHAT HE ADDS, AFTER ASSERTING THE UNDENIABLE TRUTH THAT THERE IS NO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WITH GOD: "BUT WHAT IF GOD, WILLING TO SHOW HIS WRATH, AND TO MAKE HIS POWER KNOWN, ENDURED WITH MUCH LONG-SUFFERING THE VESSELS OF WRATH FITTED. FOR DESTRUCTION, AND THAT HE MIGHT MANIFEST THE RICHES OF HIS GRACE TOWARDS THE VESSELS OF MERCY, WHICH HE HATH BEFORE PREPARED UNTO GLORY?"(2) ETC. HERE IT EVIDENTLY CANNOT BE SAID THAT IT IS ONE GOD WHO SHOWS HIS WRATH, AND MAKES KNOWN HIS POWER IN THE VESSELS OF WRATH FITTED FOR DESTRUCTION, AND ANOTHER GOD WHO SHOWS HIS RICHES IN THE VESSELS OF MERCY. ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE'S DOCTRINE, IT IS ONE AND THE SAME GOD WHO DOES BOTH. HENCE HE SAYS AGAIN, "FOR THIS CAUSE GOD GAVE THEM UP TO THE LUSTS OF THEIR OWN HEART, TO UNCLEANNESS, TO DISHONOR THEIR OWN BODIES BETWEEN THEMSELVES;" AND IMMEDIATELY AFTER, "FOR THIS CAUSE GOD GAVE THEM UP UNTO VILE AFFECTIONS;" AND AGAIN, "AND EVEN AS THEY DID NOT LIKE TO RETAIN GOD IN THEIR KNOWLEDGE, GOD GAVE THEM OVER TO A REPROBATE MIND."(3) HERE WE SEE HOW THE TRUE AND JUST GOD BLINDS THE MINDS OF UNBELIEVERS. FOR IN ALL THESE WORDS QUOTED FROM THE APOSTLE NO OTHER GOD IS UNDERSTOOD THAN HE WHOSE SON, SENT BY HIM, CAME SAYING, "FOR JUDGMENT AM I COME INTO THIS WORLD, THAT THEY WHICH SEE NOT MIGHT SEE, AND THAT THEY WHICH SEE MIGHT BE MADE BLIND."(4) HERE, AGAIN, IT IS PLAIN TO THE MINDS OF BELIEVERS HOW GOD BLINDS THE MINDS OF UNBELIEVERS. FOR AMONG THE SECRET THINGS, WHICH CONTAIN THE RIGHTEOUS PRINCIPLES OF GOD'S JUDGMENT, THERE IS A SECRET WHICH DETERMINES THAT THE MINDS OF SOME SHALL BE BLINDED, AND THE MINDS OF SOME ENLIGHTENED. REGARDING THIS, IT IS WELL SAID OF GOD, "THY JUDGMENTS ARE A GREAT DEEP."(5) THE APOSTLE, IN ADMIRATION OF THE UNFATHOMABLE DEPTH OF THIS ABYSS, EXCLAIMS: "O THE DEPTH OF THE RICHES BOTH OF THE WISDOM AND OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD! HOW UNSEARCHABLE ARE HIS JUDGMENTS, AND HIS WAYS PAST FINDING OUT!"(6) 
3. YOU CANNOT DISTINGUISH BETWEEN WHAT GOD DOES IN MERCY AND WHAT HE DOES IN JUDGMENT, BECAUSE YOU CAN NEITHER UNDERSTAND NOR USE THE WORDS OF OUR PSALTER: "I WILL SING OF MERCY AND JUDGMENT UNTO THEE, O LORD." (7) ACCORDINGLY, WHATEVER IN THE FEEBLENESS OF YOUR FRAIL HUMANITY SEEMS AMISS TO YOU, YOU SEPARATE ENTIRELY FROM THE WILL AND JUDGMENT OF GOD: FOR YOU ARE PROVIDED WITH ANOTHER EVIL GOD, NOT BY A DISCOVERY OF TRUTH, BUT BY AN INVENTION OF FOLLY; AND TO THIS GOD YOU ATTRIBUTE NOT ONLY WHAT YOU DO UNJUSTLY, BUT ALSO WHAT YOU SUFFER JUSTLY. THUS, YOU ASSIGN TO GOD THE BESTOWAL OF BLESSINGS, AND TAKE FROM HIM THE INFLICTION OF JUDGMENTS, AS IF HE OF WHOM CHRIST SAYS THAT HE HAS PREPARED EVERLASTING FIRE FOR THE WICKED WERE A DIFFERENT BEING FROM HIM WHO MAKES HIS SUN TO RISE UPON THE EVIL AND THE GOOD, AND SENDS RAIN ON THE JUST AND ON THE UNJUST. WHY DO YOU NOT UNDERSTAND THAT THIS GREAT GOODNESS AND GREAT SEVERITY BELONG TO ONE GOD, BUT BECAUSE YOU HAVE NOT LEARNED TO SING OF MERCY AND JUDGMENT? IS NOT HE WHO CAUSES THE SUN TO RISE ON THE EVIL AND THE GOOD, AND SENDS RAIN ON THE JUST AND ON THE UNJUST, THE SAME WHO ALSO BREAKS OFF THE NATURAL BRANCHES, AND ENGRAFTS CONTRARY TO NATURE THE WILD OLIVE TREE? DOES NOT THE APOSTLE, IN REFERENCE TO THIS, SAY OF THIS ONE GOD: "THOU SEE, THEN, THE GOODNESS AND SEVERITY OF GOD: TO THEM WHICH WERE BROKEN OFF, SEVERITY; BUT TOWARD THEE, GOODNESS, IF THOU CONTINUE M HIS GOODNESS?"(8) HERE IT IS TO BE OBSERVED HOW THE APOSTLE TAKES AWAY NEITHER JUDICIAL SEVERITY FROM GOD, NOR FREE-WILL FROM MAN. IT IS A PROFOUND MYSTERY, IMPENETRABLE BY HUMAN THOUGHT, HOW GOD BOTH CONDEMNS THE UNGODLY AND JUSTIFIES THE UNGODLY; FOR BOTH THESE THINGS ARE SAID OF HIM IN THE TRUTH OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. BUT IS THE MYSTERIOUSNESS OF THE DIVINE JUDGMENTS ANY REASON FOR TAKING PLEASURE IN CAVILING AGAINST THEM? HOW MUCH MORE BECOMING, AND MORE SUITABLE TO THE LIMITATION OF OUR POWERS, TO FEEL THE SAME AWE WHICH THE APOSTLE FELT, AND TO EXCLAIM, "O THE DEPTH OF THE RICHES BOTH OF THE WISDOM AND OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD! HOW UNSEARCHABLE ARE HIS JUDGMENTS, AND HIS WAYS PAST FINDING OUT!" HOW MUCH BETTER THUS TO ADMIRE WHAT YOU CANNOT EXPLAIN, THEN TO TRY TO MAKE AN EVIL GOD IN ADDITION TO THE TRUE GOD, SIMPLY BECAUSE YOU CANNOT UNDERSTAND THE ONE GOOD GOD! FOR IT IS NOT A QUESTION OF NAMES, BUT OF ACTIONS. 
4. FAUSTUS GLIBLY DEFENDS HIMSELF BY SAYING, "WE SPEAK NOT OF TWO GODS, BUT OF GOD AND HYLE." BUT WHEN YOU ASK FOR THE MEANING OF HYLE, YOU FIND THAT IT IS IN FACT ANOTHER GOD. IF THE MANICHAEANS GAVE THE NAME OF HYLE, AS THE ANCIENTS DID, TO THE UNFORMED MATTER WHICH IS SUSCEPTIBLE OF BODILY FORMS, WE SHOULD NOT ACCUSE THEM OF MAKING TWO GODS. BUT IT IS PURE FOLLY AND MADNESS TO GIVE TO MATTER THE POWER OF FORMING BODIES, OR TO DENY THAT WHAT HAS THIS POWER IS GOD. WHEN YOU GIVE TO SOME OTHER BEING THE POWER WHICH BELONGS TO THE TRUE GOD OF MAKING THE QUALITIES AND FORMS, BY WHICH BODIES, ELEMENTS, AND ANIMALS EXIST, ACCORDING TO THEIR RESPECTIVE MODES, WHATEVER NAME YOU CHOOSE TO GIVE TO THIS BEING, YOU ARE CHARGEABLE WITH MAKING ANOTHER GOD. THERE ARE INDEED TWO ERRORS IN THIS BLASPHEMOUS DOCTRINE. IN THE FIRST PLACE, YOU ASCRIBE THE ACT OF GOD TO A BEING WHOM YOU ARE ASHAMED TO CALL GOD; THOUGH YOU MUST CALL HIM GOD AS LONG AS YOU MAKE HIM DO THINGS WHICH ONLY GOD CAN DO. IN THE SECOND PLACE, THE GOOD THINGS DONE BY A GOOD GOD YOU CALL BAD, AND ASCRIBE TO AN EVIL GOD, BECAUSE YOU FEEL A CHILDISH HORROR OF WHATEVER SHOCKS THE FRAILTY OF FALLEN HUMANITY, AND A CHILDISH PLEASURE IN THE OPPOSITE. SO YOU THINK SNAKES ARE MADE BY AN EVIL BEING; WHILE YOU CONSIDER THE SUN SO GREAT A GOOD, THAT YOU BELIEVE IT TO BE NOT THE CREATURE OF GOD, BUT AN EMISSION FROM HIS SUBSTANCE. YOU MUST KNOW THAT THE TRUE GOD, IN WHOM, ALAS, YOU HAVE NOT VET COME TO BELIEVE, MADE BOTH THE SNAKE ALONG WITH THE TOWER CREATURES, AND THE SUN ALONG WITH OTHER EXALTED CREATURES. MOREOVER, AMONG STILL MORE EXALTED CREATURES, NOT HEAVENLY BODIES, BUT SPIRITUAL BEINGS, HE HAS MADE WHAT FAR SURPASSES THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, AND WHAT NO CARNAL MAN CAN PERCEIVE, MUCH LESS YOU, WHO, IN YOUR CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] OF FLESH, CONDEMN [DAMN] THE VERY PRINCIPLE BY WHICH YOU DETERMINE GOOD AND EVIL. FOR YOUR ONLY IDEA OF EVIL IS FROM THE DISAGREEABLENESS OF SOME THINGS TO THE FLESHLY SENSE; AND YOUR ONLY IDEA OF GOOD IS FROM SENSUAL GRATIFICATION. 
5. WHEN I CONSIDER THE THINGS LOWEST IN THE SCALE OF NATURE, WHICH ARE WITHIN OUR VIEW, AND WHICH, THOUGH EARTHLY, AND FEEBLE, AND MORTAL, ARE STILL THE WORKS OF GOD, I AM LOST IN ADMIRATION OF THE CREATOR, WHO IS SO GREAT, IN THE GREAT WORKS AND NO LESS GREAT IN THE SMALL. FOR THE DIVINE SKILL SEEN IN THE FORMATION OF ALL CREATURES IN HEAVEN AND EARTH IS ALWAYS LIKE ITSELF, EVEN IN THOSE THINGS THAT DIFFER FROM ONE ANOTHER; FOR IT IS EVERYWHERE PERFECT, IN THE PERFECTION WHICH IT GIVES TO EVERYTHING IN ITS OWN KIND. WE SEE EACH CREATURE MADE NOT AS A WHOLE BY ITSELF, BUT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF THE CREATION; SO THAT THE WHOLE DIVINE SKILL IS DISPLAYED IN THE FORMATION OF EACH, ARRANGING EACH IN ITS PROPER PLACE AND ORDER, AND PROVIDING WHAT IS SUITABLE FOR ALL, BOTH SEPARATELY AND UNITEDLY. SEE HERE, LOWEST IN THE SCALE, THE ANIMALS WHICH FLY, AND SWIM, AND WALK, AND CREEP. THESE ARE MORTAL CREATURES, WHOSE LIFE, AS IT IS WRITTEN, "IS AS A VAPOR WHICH APPEARS FOR A LITTLE TIME."(1) EACH OF THESE, ACCORDING TO THE CAPACITY OF ITS KIND, CONTRIBUTES THE MEASURE APPOINTED IN THE GOODNESS OF THE CREATOR TO THE COMPLETENESS OF THE WHOLE, SO THAT THE LOWEST PARTAKE IN THE GOOD WHICH THE HIGHEST POSSESS IN A GREATER DEGREE. SHOW ME, IF YOU CAN, ANY ANIMAL, HOWEVER DESPICABLE, WHOSE SOUL HATES ITS OWN FLESH, AND DOES NOT RATHER NOURISH AND CHERISH IT, BY ITS VITAL MOTION MINISTER TO ITS GROWTH AND DIRECT ITS ACTIVITY, AND EXERCISE A SORT OF MANAGEMENT OVER A LITTLE UNIVERSE OF ITS OWN, WHICH IT MAKES SUBSERVIENT TO ITS OWN PRESERVATION. EVEN IN THE DISCIPLINE OF HIS OWN BODY BY A RATIONAL BEING, WHO BRINGS HIS BODY UNDER, THAT EARTHLY PASSION MAY NOT HINDER HIS PERCEPTION OF WISDOM, THERE IS LOVE FOR HIS OWN FLESH, WHICH HE THEN REDUCES TO OBEDIENCE, WHICH IS ITS PROPER CONDITION. INDEED, YOU YOURSELVES, ALTHOUGH YOUR HERESY TEACHES YOU A FLESHLY ABHORRENCE OF THE FLESH, CANNOT HELP LOVING YOUR OWN FLESH, AND CARING FOR ITS SAFETY AND COMFORT, BOTH BY AVOIDING ALL INJURY FROM BLOWS, AND FALLS, AND INCLEMENT WEATHER, AND BY SEEKING FOR THE MEANS OF KEEPING IT IN HEALTH. THUS, THE LAW OF NATURE IS TOO STRONG FOR YOUR FALSE DOCTRINE. 
6. LOOKING AT THE FLESH ITSELF, DO WE NOT SEE IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF ITS VITAL PANS, IN THE SYMMETRY OF FORM, IN THE POSITION AND ARRANGEMENT OF THE LIMBS OF ACTION AND THE ORGANS OF SENSATION, ALL ACTING IN HARMONY; DO WE NOT SEE IN THE ADJUSTMENT OF MEASURES, IN THE PROPORTION OF NUMBERS, IN THE ORDER OF WEIGHTS, THE HANDIWORK OF THE TRUE GOD, OF WHOM IT IS TRULY SAID, "THOU HAST ORDERED ALL THINGS IN MEASURE, AND NUMBER, AND WEIGHT"?(2) IF YOUR HEART WAS NOT HARDENED AND CORRUPTED BY FALSEHOOD, YOU WOULD UNDERSTAND THE INVISIBLE THINGS OF GOD FROM THE THINGS WHICH HE HAS MADE, EVEN IN THESE FEEBLE CREATURES OF FLESH. FOR WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF THE THINGS I HAVE MENTIONED, BUT HE WHOSE UNITY IS THE STANDARD OF ALL MEASURE, WHOSE WISDOM IS THE MODEL OF ALL BEAUTY, AND WHOSE LAW IS THE RULE OF ALL ORDER? IF YOU ARE BLIND TO THESE THINGS, HEAR AT LEAST THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE. 
7. FOR THE APOSTLE, IN SPEAKING OF THE LOVE WHICH HUSBANDS OUGHT TO HAVE FOR THEIR WIVES GIVES, AS AN EXAMPLE, THE LOVE OF THE SOUL FOR THE BODY. THE WORDS ARE: "HE THAT LOVETH HIS WIFE, LOVETH HIMSELF: FOR NO MAN EVER YET HATED HIS OWN FLESH, BUT NOURISHES AND CHERISHES IT, EVEN AS CHRIST THE CHURCH."(1) LOOK AT THE WHOLE ANIMAL CREATION, AND YOU FIND IN THE INSTINCTIVE SELF- PRESERVATION OF EVERY ANIMAL THIS NATURAL PRINCIPLE OF LOVE TO ITS OWN FLESH. IT IS SO NOT ONLY WITH MEN, WHO, WHEN THEY LIVE ARIGHT, BOTH PROVIDE FOR THE SAFETY OF THEIR FLESH, AND KEEP THEIR CARNAL APPETITES IN SUBJECTION TO THE USE OF REASON; THE BRUTES ALSO AVOID PAIN, AND SHRINK FROM DEATH, AND ESCAPE AS RAPIDLY AS THEY CAN FROM WHATEVER MIGHT BREAK UP THE CONSTRUCTION OF THEIR BODIES, OR DISSOLVE THE CONNECTION OF SPIRIT AND FLESH; FOR THE BRUTES, TOO, NOURISH AND CHERISH THEIR OWN FLESH. "FOR NO ONE EVER YET," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "HATED HIS OWN FLESH, BUT NOURISHES AND CHERISHES IT, EVEN AS CHRIST THE CHURCH." SEE WHERE THE APOSTLE BEGINS, AND TO WHAT HE ASCENDS. CONSIDER, IF YOU CAN, THE GREATNESS WHICH CREATION DERIVES FROM ITS CREATOR, EMBRACING AS IT DOES THE WHOLE EXTENT FROM THE HOST OF HEAVEN DOWN TO FLESH AND BLOOD, WITH THE BEAUTY OF MANIFOLD FORM, AND THE ORDER OF SUCCESSIVE GRADATIONS. 
8. THE SAME APOSTLE AGAIN, WHEN SPEAKING OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS AS DIVERSE, AND YET TENDING TO HARMONIOUS ACTION, TO ILLUSTRATE A MATTER SO GREAT, AND DIVINE, AND MYSTERIOUS, MAKES A COMPARISON WITH THE HUMAN BODY, THUS PLAINLY INTIMATING THAT THIS FLESH IS THE HANDIWORK OF GOD. THE WHOLE PASSAGE, AS FOUND IN THE EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, IS SO MUCH TO THE POINT, THAT THOUGH IT IS LONG, I THINK IT NOT AMISS TO INSERT IT ALL: "NOW CONCERNING SPIRITUAL GIFTS, BRETHREN, I WOULD NOT HAVE YOU IGNORANT. YE KNOW THAT YE WERE GENTILES, CARRIED AWAY UNTO THESE DUMB IDOLS, EVEN AS YE WERE LED. WHEREFORE I GIVE YOU TO UNDERSTAND, THAT NO MAN SPEAKING BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD CALLETH JESUS ACCURSED; AND THAT NO MAN CAN SAY THAT JESUS IS THE LORD, BUT BY THE HOLY GHOST. NOW THERE ARE DIVERSITIES OF GIFTS, BUT THE SAME SPIRIT. AND THERE ARE DIVERSITIES OF ADMINISTRATIONS, BUT THE SAME LORD. AND THERE ARE DIVERSITIES OF OPERATIONS, BUT IT IS THE SAME GOD WHICH WORKETH ALL IN ALL. BUT THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SPIRIT IS GIVEN TO EVERY MAN TO PROFIT WITHAL. FOR TO ONE IS GIVEN BY THE SPIRIT THE WORD OF WISDOM; TO ANOTHER THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE BY THE SAME SPIRIT; TO ANOTHER FAITH BY THE SAME SPIRIT; TO ANOTHER THE GIFTS OF HEALING BY THE SAME SPIRIT; TO ANOTHER THE WORKING OF MIRACLES; TO ANOTHER PROPHECY; TO ANOTHER DISCERNING OF SPIRITS; TO ANOTHER DIVERS KINDS OF TONGUES; TO ANOTHER THE INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES: BUT ALL THESE WORKETH THAT ONE AND THE SELF-SAME SPIRIT, DIVIDING TO EVERY MAN SEVERALLY AS HE WILL. FOR AS THE BODY IS ONE, AND HATH MANY MEMBERS, AND ALL THE MEMBERS OF THAT ONE BODY, BEING MANY, ARE ONE BODY: SO ALSO, IS CHRIST. FOR BY ONE SPIRIT ARE WE ALL BAPTIZED INTO ONE BODY, WHETHER WE BE JEWS OR GENTILES, WHETHER WE BE BOND OR FREE; AND HAVE BEEN ALL MADE TO DRINK INTO ONE SPIRIT. FOR THE BODY IS NOT ONE MEMBER, BUT MANY. IF THE FOOT SHALL SAY, BECAUSE I AM NOT THE HAND, I AM NOT OF THE BODY; IS IT THEREFORE NOT OF THE BODY? AND IF THE EAR SHALL SAY, BECAUSE I AM NOT THE EYE, I AM NOT OF THE BODY; IS IT THEREFORE NOT OF THE BODY? IF THE WHOLE BODY WERE AN EYE, WHERE WERE THE HEARING? IF THE WHOLE WERE HEARING, WHERE WERE THE SMELLING? BUT NOW HATH GOD SET THE MEMBERS EVERY ONE OF THEM IN THE BODY, AS IT HATH PLEASED HIM. AND IF THEY WERE ALL ONE MEMBER, WHERE WERE THE BODY? BUT NOW ARE THEY MANY MEMBERS, YET BUT ONE BODY. AND THE EYE CANNOT SAY UNTO THE HAND, I HAVE NO NEED OF THEE; NOR AGAIN THE HEAD TO THE FEET, I HAVE NO NEED OF YOU. NAY, MUCH MORE THOSE MEMBERS OF THE BODY, WHICH SEEM TO BE MORE-FEEBLE, ARE NECESSARY; AND THOSE MEMBERS OF THE BODY WHICH WE THINK TO BE LESS HONORABLE, UPON THESE WE BESTOW MORE ABUNDANT HONOR; AND OUR UNCOMELY PARTS HAVE MORE ABUNDANT COMELINESS. FOR OUR COMELY PARTS HAVE NO NEED; BUT GOD HATH TEMPERED THE BODY TOGETHER, HAVING GIVEN MORE ABUNDANT HONOR TO THAT PART WHICH LACKED: THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO SCHISM IN THE BODY, BUT THAT THE MEMBERS SHOULD HAVE THE SAME CARE ONE FOR ANOTHER. AND WHETHER ONE MEMBER SUFFER, ALL THE MEMBERS SUFFER WITH IT; OR ONE MEMBER BE HONORED, ALL THE MEMBERS REJOICE WITH IT."(2) APART ALTOGETHER FROM CHRISTIAN FAITH, WHICH WOULD LEAD YOU TO BELIEVE THE APOSTLE, IF YOU HAVE COMMON SENSE TO PERCEIVE WHAT IS SELF- EVIDENT, LET EACH EXAMINE AND SEE FOR HIMSELF THE PLAIN TRUTH REGARDING THOSE THINGS OF WHICH THE APOSTLE SPEAKS,--WHAT GREATNESS BELONGS TO THE LEAST, AND WHAT GOODNESS TO THE LOWEST; FOR THESE ARE THE THINGS WHICH THE APOSTLE EXTOLS, IN ORDER TO ILLUSTRATE BY MEANS OF THESE COMMON AND VISIBLE BODILY OBJECTS, UNSEEN SPIRITUAL REALITIES OF THE MOST EXALTED NATURE. 
9. WHOEVER, THEN, DENIES THAT OUR BODY AND ITS MEMBERS, WHICH THE APOSTLE SO APPROVES AND EXTOLS, ARE THE HANDIWORK OF GOD, YOU SEE WHOM HE CONTRADICTS, PREACHING CONTRARY TO WHAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED. SO, INSTEAD OF REFUTING HIS OPINIONS, I MAY LEAVE HIM TO BE ACCURSED OF ALL CHRISTIANS. THE APOSTLE SAYS, GOD TEMPERED THE BODY. FAUSTUS SAYS, NOT GOD, BUT HYLE. ANATHEMAS ARE MORE SUITABLE THAN ARGUMENTS TO SUCH CONTRADICTIONS. YOU CANNOT SAY THAT GOD IS HERE CALLED THE GOD OF THIS WORLD. AND IF ANY ONE UNDERSTANDS THE PASSAGE WHERE THIS EXPRESSION DOES OCCUR TO MEAN THAT THE DEVIL BLINDS THE MINDS OF UNBELIEVERS, WE GRANT THAT HE DOES SO BY HIS EVIL SUGGESTIONS, FROM YIELDING TO WHICH, MEN LOSE THE LIGHT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN GOD'S RIGHTEOUS RETRIBUTION. THIS IS ALL IN ACCORDANCE WITH SACRED SCRIPTURE. THE APOSTLE HIMSELF SPEAKS OF TEMPTATION FROM WITHOUT: "I FEAR LEST, AS THE SERPENT BEGUILED EVE THROUGH HIS SUBTILTY, SO YOUR MINDS SHOULD BE CORRUPTED FROM THE SIMPLICITY AND PURITY. THAT IS IN CHRIST."(1) TO THE SAME PURPOSE ARE THE WORDS. "EVIL COMMUNICATIONS CORRUPT GOOD MANNERS;"(2) AND WHEN HE SPEAKS OF A MAN DECEIVING HIMSELF, "WHOEVER THINKETH HIMSELF TO BE ANYTHING, WHEN HE IS NOTHING, DECEIVES HIMSELF", (3) OR AGAIN, IN THE PASSAGE ALREADY QUOTED OF THE JUDGMENT OF GOD, "GOD GAVE THEM OVER TO A REPROBATE MIND, TO DO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT CONVENIENT."(4) SIMILARLY, IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, AFTER THE WORDS, "GOD DID NOT CREATE DEATH, NOR HATH HE PLEASURE IN THE DESTRUCTION OF THE LIVING," WE READ, "BY THE ENVY OF THE DEVIL DEATH ENTERED INTO THE WORLD."(5) AND AGAIN OF DEATH, THAT MEN MAY NOT PUT THE BLAME FROM THEMSELVES, "THE WICKED INVITE HER WITH HANDS AND VOICE; AND THINKING HER A FRIEND, THEY ARE DRAWN DOWN."(6) ELSEWHERE. HOWEVER, IT IS SAID, "GOOD AND EVIL, LIFE AND DEATH, RICHES AND POVERTY, ARE FROM THE LORD GOD."(7) THIS SEEMS PERPLEXING TO PEOPLE WHO DO NOT UNDERSTAND THAT, APART FROM THE MANIFEST JUDGMENT TO FOLLOW HEREAFTER UPON EVERY EVIL WORK, THERE IS AN ACTUAL JUDGMENT AT THE TIME; SO THAT IN ONE ACTION, BESIDES THE CRAFT OF THE DECEIVER AND THE WICKEDNESS OF THE VOLUNTARY AGENT, THERE IS ALSO THE JUST PENALTY OF THE JUDGE: FOR WHILE THE DEVIL SUGGESTS, AND MAN CONSENTS, GOD ABANDONS. SO, IF YOU JOIN THE WORDS, GOD OF THIS WORLD, AND UNDERSTAND THAT THE DEVIL BLINDS UNBELIEVERS BY HIS MISCHIEVOUS DELUSIONS, THE MEANING IS NOT A BAD ONE. FOR THE WORD GOD IS NOT USED BY ITSELF, BUT WITH THE QUALIFICATION OF THIS WORLD, THAT IS, OF WICKED MEN, WHO SEEK TO PROSPER ONLY IN THIS AGE. IN THIS SENSE THE WORLD IS ALSO CALLED EVIL, WHERE IT IS WRITTEN, "THAT HE MIGHT DELIVER US FROM THIS PRESENT EVIL AGE."(8) IN THE SAME WAY, IN THE EXPRESSION, "WHOSE GOD IS THEIR BELLY," IT IS ONLY IN CONNECTION WITH THE WORD, WHOSE, THAT THE BELLY IS CALLED GOD. SO ALSO, IN THE PSALMS, THE DEVILS WOULD NOT BE CALLED GODS WITHOUT ADDING "OF THE NATIONS."(9) BUT IN THE PASSAGE WE ARE NOW CONSIDERING IT IS NOT SAID, THE GOD OF THIS WORLD, OR, WHOSE GOD IS THEIR BELLY, OR, THE GODS OF THE NATIONS ARE DEVILS; BUT SIMPLY, GOD HAS TEMPERED THE BODY, WHICH CAN BE UNDERSTOOD ONLY OF THE TRUE GOD, THE CREATOR OF ALL. THERE IS NO DISPARAGING ADDITION HERE, AS IN THE OTHER CASES. BUT PERHAPS FAUSTUS WILL SAY THAT GOD TEMPERED THE BODY, NOT AS THE MAKER OF IT, IN THE ARRANGEMENT OF ITS MEMBERS, BUT BY MIXING HIS LIGHT WITH IT. THUS, FAUSTUS WOULD ATTRIBUTE TO SOME OTHER BEING THAN GOD THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE BODY, AND THE ARRANGEMENT OF ITS MEMBERS, WHILE GOD TEMPERED THE EVIL OF THE CONSTRUCTION BY THE MIXTURE OF HIS GOODNESS. SUCH ARE THE INVENTIONS WITH WHICH THE MANICHAEANS CRAM FEEBLE MINDS. BUT GOD, IN AID OF THE FEEBLE, BY THE MOUTH OF THE SACRED WRITERS REBUKES THIS OPINION. FOR WE READ A FEW VERSES BEFORE: "GOD HAS PLACED THE MEMBERS EVERY ONE OF THEM IN THE BODY, AS IT HAS PLEASED HIM." EVIDENTLY, GOD IS SAID TO HAVE TEMPERED THE BODY, BECAUSE HE HAS CONSTRUCTED IT OF MANY MEMBERS, WHICH IN THEIR UNION PRESERVE THE VARIETY OF THEIR RESPECTIVE FUNCTIONS. 
10. DO THE MANICHAEANS SUPPOSE THAT THE ANIMALS WHICH, ACCORDING TO THEIR WILD NOTIONS, WERE CONSTRUCTED BY HYLE IN THE RACE OF DARKNESS, HAD NOT THIS HARMONIOUS ACTION OF THEIR MEMBERS, COMMENDED BY THE APOSTLE, BEFORE GOD MIXED HIS LIGHT WITH THEM; SO THAT THEN THE HEAD DID SAY TO THE FEET, OR THE EYE TO THE HAND, I HAVE NO NEED OF THEE? THIS IS NOT AND CANNOT BE THE MANICHAEAN DOCTRINE, FOR THEY DESCRIBE THE ANIMALS AS USING ALL THESE MEMBERS, AND SPEAK OF THEM AS CREEPING, WALKING, SWIMMING, FLYING, EACH IN ITS OWN KIND. THEY COULD ALL SEE, TOO, AND HEAR, AND USE THE OTHER SENSES, AND NOURISH AND CHERISH THEIR OWN BODIES WITH APPROPRIATE MEANS AND APPLIANCES. HENCE. MOREOVER, THEY HAD THE POWER OF REPRODUCTION, FOR THEY ARE SPOKEN OF AS HAVING OFFSPRING. ALL THESE THINGS, OF WHICH FAUST SPEAKS DISPARAGINGLY AS THE WORKS OF HYLE, COULD NOT BE DONE WITHOUT THAT HARMONIOUS ARRANGEMENT WHICH THE APOSTLE PRAISES AND ASCRIBES TO GOD. IS IT NOT NOW PLAIN WHO IS TO BE FOLLOWED, AND WHO IS TO BE PRONOUNCED ACCURSED? INDEED, THE MANICHAEANS TELL US OF ANIMALS THAT COULD SPEAK; AND THEIR SPEECHES WERE HEARD AND UNDERSTOOD AND APPROVED OF BY ALL CREATURES, WHETHER CREEPING THINGS, OR QUADRUPEDS, OR BIRDS, OR FISH. AMAZING AND SUPERNATURAL ELOQUENCE! ESPECIALLY AS THEY HAD NO GRAMMARIAN OR ELOCUTIONIST TO TEACH THEM, AND HAD NOT PASSED THROUGH THE PAINFUL EXPERIENCE OF THE CANE AND THE BIRCH. WHY, FAUSTUS HIMSELF BEGAN LATE IN LIFE TO LEARN ORATORY, THAT HE MIGHT DISCOURSE ELOQUENTLY ON THESE ABSURDITIES; AND WITH ALL HIS CLEVERNESS, AFTER RUINING HIS HEALTH BY STUDY, HIS PREACHING HAS GAINED A MERE HANDFUL OF FOLLOWERS. WHAT A PITY THAT HE WAS BORN IN THE LIGHT, AND NOT IN THAT REGION OF DARKNESS! IF HE HAD DISCOURSED THERE AGAINST THE LIGHT, THE WHOLE ANIMAL CREATION, FROM THE BIPED TO THE CENTIPEDE, FROM THE DRAGON TO THE SHELL-FISH, WOULD HAVE LISTENED EAGERLY, AND OBEYED AT ONCE; WHEREAS, WHEN HE DISCOURSES HERE AGAINST THE RACE OF DARKNESS, HE IS OFTENER CALLED ELOQUENT THAN LEARNED, AND OFTENER STILL A FALSE TEACHER OF THE WORST KIND. AND AMONG THE FEW MANICHAEANS WHO EXTOL HIM AS A GREAT TEACHER, HE HAS NONE OF THE LOWER ANIMALS AS HIS DISCIPLES; AND NOT EVEN HIS HORSE IS ANY THE WISER FOR HIS MASTER'S INSTRUCTIONS, SO THAT THE MIXTURE OF A PART OF DEITY SEEMS ONLY TO MAKE THE ANIMALS MORE STUPID. WHAT ABSURDITY IS THIS! WHEN WILL THESE DELUDED BEINGS HAVE THE SENSE TO COMPARE THE DESCRIPTION IN THE MANICHAEAN FICTION OF WHAT THE ANIMALS WERE FORMERLY IN THEIR OWN REGION, WITH WHAT THEY ARE NOW IN THIS WORLD? THEN THEIR BODIES WERE STRONG, NOW THEY ARE FEEBLE; THEN THEIR POWER OF VISION WAS SUCH THAT THEY WERE INDUCED TO INVADE THE REGION OF GOD ON ACCOUNT OF THE BEAUTY WHICH THEY SAW, NOW IT IS TOO WEAK TO FACE THE RAYS OF THE SUN; THEN THEY HAD INTELLIGENCE SUFFICIENT TO UNDERSTAND A DISCOURSE ADDRESSED TO THEM, NOW THEY HAVE NO ABILITY OF THE KIND; THEN THIS ASTONISHING AND EFFECTIVE ELOQUENCE WAS NATURAL, NOW ELOQUENCE OF THE MOST MEAGRE KIND REQUIRES DILIGENT STUDY AND PREPARATION. HOW MANY GOOD THINGS DID THE RACE OF DARKNESS JOSE BY THE MIXTURE OF GOOD! 
11. FAUSTUS HAS DISPLAYED HIS INGENUITY, IN THE REMARKS TO WHICH I AM NOW REPLYING, BY MAKING FOR HIMSELF A LONG LIST OF OPPOSITES--HEALTH AND SICKNESS, RICHES AND POVERTY, WHITE AND BLACK, COLD AND HOT, SWEET AND BITTER. WE NEED NOT SAY MUCH ABOUT BLACK AND WHITE. OR, IF THERE IS A CHARACTER FOR GOOD OR EVIL IN COLORS, SO THAT WHITE MUST BE ASCRIBED TO GOD AND BLACK TO HYLE; IF GOD THREW A WHITE COLOR ON THE WINGS OF BIRDS, WHEN HYLE, AS THE MANICHAEANS SAY, CREATED THEM, WHERE HAD THE CROWS GONE TO WHEN THE SWANS GOT WHITENED? NOR NEED WE DISCUSS HEAT AND COLD, FOR BOTH ARE GOOD IN MODERATION, AND DANGEROUS IN EXCESS. WITH REGARD TO THE REST, FAUSTUS PROBABLY INTENDED THAT GOOD AND EVIL, WHICH HE MIGHT AS WELL HAVE PUT FIRST, SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD AS INCLUDING THE REST, SO THAT HEALTH, RICHES, WHITE, HOT, SWEET, SHOULD BELONG TO GOOD; AND SICKNESS, POVERTY, BLACK, COLD, BITTER, TO EVIL. THE IGNORANCE AND FOLLY OF THIS IS OBVIOUS. IT MIGHT LOOK LIKE REVILING IF I WERE TO TAKE UP SEPARATELY WHITE AND BLACK, HOT AND COLD, SWEET AND BITTER, HEALTH AND SICKNESS. FOR IF WHITE AND SWEET ARE BOTH GOOD, AND BLACK AND BITTER EVIL, HOW IS IT THAT MOST GRAPES AND ALL OLIVES BECOME BLACK AS THEY BECOME SWEET, AND SO GET GOOD BY GETTING EVIL? AND IF HEAT AND HEALTH ARE BOTH GOOD, AND COLD AND SICKNESS EVIL, WHY DO BODIES BECOME SICK WHEN HEATED? IS IT HEALTHY TO HAVE FEVER? BUT I LET THESE THINGS PASS, FOR THEY MAY HAVE BEEN PUT DOWN HASTILY, OR THEY MAY HAVE BEEN GIVEN AS MERELY INSTANCES OF OPPOSITION, AND NOT AS BEING GOOD AND BAD, ESPECIALLY AS IT IS NOWHERE STATED THAT THE FIRE AMONG THE RACE OF DARKNESS IS COLD, SO THAT HEAT IN THIS CASE MUST UNQUESTIONABLY BE EVIL. 
12. WE PASS ON, THEN, TO HEALTH, RICHES, SWEETNESS, WHICH FAUSTUS EVIDENTLY ACCOUNTS GOOD IN HIS CONTRASTS. WAS THERE NO HEALTH OF BODY IN THE RACE OF DARKNESS WHERE ANIMALS WERE BORN AND GREW UP AND BROUGHT FORTH, AND HAD SUCH VITALITY, THAT WHEN SOME THAT WERE WITH CHILD WERE TAKEN, AS THE STORY IS, AND WERE PUT IN BONDS IN HEAVEN, EVEN THE ABORTIVE OFFSPRING OF A PREMATURE BIRTH, FALLING FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH, NEVERTHELESS LIVED, AND GREW, AND PRODUCED THE INNUMERABLE KINDS OF ANIMALS WHICH NOW EXIST? OR WERE THERE NO RICHES WHERE TREES COULD GROW NOT ONLY IN WATER AND WIND, BUT IN SMOKE AND FIRE, AND COULD BEAR SUCH A RICH PRODUCE, THAT ANIMALS, ACCORDING TO THEIR SEVERAL KINDS, SPRANG FROM THE FRUIT, AND WERE PROVIDED WITH THE MEANS OF SUBSISTENCE FROM THOSE FERTILE TREES, AND SHOWED HOW WELL FED THEY WERE BY A NUMEROUS PROGENY? AND ALL THIS WHERE THERE WAS NO TOIL IN CULTIVATION, AND NO INCLEMENT CHANGE FROM SUMMER TO WINTER, FOR THERE WAS NO SUN TO GIVE VARIETY TO THE SEASONS BY HIS ANNUAL COURSE. THERE MUST HAVE BEEN PERENNIAL PRODUCTIVENESS WHERE THE TREES WERE NOT ONLY BORN IN THEIR OWN ELEMENT, BUT HAD A SUPPLY OF APPROPRIATE NOURISHMENT TO MAKE THEM CONSTANTLY FERTILE; AS WE SEE ORANGE-TREES BEARING FRUIT ALL THE YEAR ROUND IF THEY ARE WELL WATERED. THE RICHES MUST HAVE BEEN ABUNDANT, AND THEY MUST HAVE BEEN SECURE FROM HARM; FOR THERE COULD BE NO FEAR OF HAILSTORMS WHEN THERE WERE NO LIGHT-GATHERERS WHO, IN YOUR FABLE, SET THE THUNDER IN MOTION. 
13. NOR WOULD THE BEINGS IN THIS RACE OF DARKNESS HAVE SOUGHT FOR FOOD IF IT HAD NOT BEEN SWEET AND PLEASANT, SO THAT THEY WOULD HAVE DIED FROM WANT. FOR WE FIND THAT ALL BODIES HAVE THEIR PECULIAR WANTS, ACCORDING TO WHICH FOOD IS EITHER AGREEABLE OR OFFENSIVE. IF IT IS AGREEABLE, IT IS SAID TO BE SWEET OR PLEASANT; IF IT IS OFFENSIVE, IT IS SAID TO BE BITTER OR SOUR, OR IN SOME WAY DISAGREEABLE. IN HUMAN BEINGS WE FIND THAT ONE DESIRES FOOD WHICH ANOTHER DISLIKES, FROM A DIFFERENCE IN CONSTITUTION OR HABIT OR STATE OF HEALTH. STILL MORE, ANIMALS OF QUITE DIFFERENT MAKE CAN FIND PLEASURE IN FOOD WHICH IS DISAGREEABLE TO US. WHY ELSE SHOULD THE GOATS FEED SO EAGERLY ON THE WILD OLIVES? THIS FOOD IS SWEET TO THEM, AS IN SOME SICKNESSES HONEY TASTES BITTER TO US. TO A THOUGHTFUL INQUIRER THESE THINGS SUGGEST THE BEAUTY OF THE ARRANGEMENT IN WHICH EACH FINDS WHAT SUITS IT, AND THE GREATNESS OF THE GOOD WHICH EXTENDS FROM THE LOWEST TO THE HIGHEST, AND FROM THE MATERIAL TO THE SPIRITUAL. AS FOR THE RACE OF DARKNESS, IF AN ANIMAL SPRUNG FROM ANY ELEMENT FED ON WHAT WAS PRODUCED BY THAT ELEMENT, DOUBTLESS THE FOOD MUST HAVE BEEN SWEET FROM ITS APPROPRIATENESS. AGAIN, IF THIS ANIMAL HAD FOUND FOOD OF ANOTHER ELEMENT, THE WANT OF APPROPRIATENESS WOULD HAVE APPEARED IN ITS OFFENSIVENESS TO THE TASTE. SUCH OFFENSIVENESS IS CALLED SOURNESS, OR BITTERNESS, OR DISAGREEABLENESS, OR SOMETHING OF THE KIND; OR IF ITS ADVERSE NATURE IS SUCH AS TO DESTROY THE HARMONY OF THE BODILY CONSTITUTION, AND SO TAKE AWAY LIFE OR REDUCE THE STRENGTH, IT IS CALLED POISON, SIMPLY ON ACCOUNT OF THIS WANT OF APPROPRIATENESS, WHILE IT MAY NOURISH THE KIND OF LIFE TO WHICH IT IS APPROPRIATE. SO, IF A HAWK, EAT THE BREAD WHICH IS OUR DAILY FOOD, IT DIES; AND WE DIE IF WE EAT HELLEBORE, WHICH CATTLE OFTEN FEED ON, AND WHICH MAY ITSELF IN A CERTAIN FORM BE USED AS A MEDICINE. IF FAUSTUS BAD KNOWN OR THOUGHT OF THIS, HE WOULD NOT HAVE GIVEN POISON AND ANTIDOTE AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE TWO NATURES OF GOOD AND EVIL, AS IF GOD WERE THE ANTIDOTE AND HYLE THE POISON. FOR THE SAME THING, OF ONE AND THE SAME NATURE, KILLS OR CURES, AS IT IS USED APPROPRIATELY OR INAPPROPRIATELY. IN THE MANICHAEAN LEGENDS, THEIR GOD MIGHT BE SAID TO HAVE BEEN POISON TO THE RACE OF DARKNESS; FOR HE SO INJURED THEIR BODIES, THAT FROM BEING STRONG, THEY BECAME UTTERLY FEEBLE. BUT THEN AGAIN, AS THE LIGHT WAS ITSELF TAKEN, AND SUBJECTED TO LOSS AND INJURY, IT MAY BE SAID TO HAVE BEEN POISON TO ITSELF. 
14. INSTEAD OF ONE GOOD AND ONE EVIL PRINCIPLE, YOU SEEM TO MAKE BOTH GOOD OR BOTH EVIL, OR RATHER TWO GOOD AND TWO EVIL; FOR THEY ARE GOOD IN THEMSELVES, AND EVIL TO ONE ANOTHER. WE MAY SEE AFTERWARDS WHICH IS THE BETTER OR THE WORSE; BUT MEANWHILE WE MAY THINK OF THEM AS BOTH GOOD IN THEMSELVES. THUS, GOD REIGNED IN ONE REGION, WHILE HYLE REIGNED IN THE OTHER. THERE WAS HEALTH IN BOTH KINGDOMS, AND RICH PRODUCE IN BOTH; BOTH HAD A NUMEROUS PROGENY, AND BOTH TASTED THE SWEETNESS OF PLEASURES SUITABLE TO THEIR RESPECTIVE NATURES. BUT THE RACE OF DARKNESS, SAY THE MANICHAEANS, EXCEPTING THE PART WHICH WAS EVIL TO THE LIGHT WHICH IT BORDERED ON, WAS ALSO EVIL TO ITSELF. AS, HOWEVER, I HAVE ALREADY POINTED OUT MANY GOOD THINGS IN IT, IF YOU CAN POINT OUT ITS EVILS, THERE WILL STILL BE TWO GOOD KINGDOMS, THOUGH THE ONE WHERE THERE ARE NO EVILS WILL BE THE BETTER OF THE TWO. WHAT, THEN, DO YOU CALL ITS EVILS? THEY PLUNDERED, AND KILLED, AND DEVOURED ONE ANOTHER, ACCORDING TO FAUSTUS. BUT IF THEY DID NOTHING ELSE THAN THIS, HOW COULD SUCH NUMEROUS HOSTS BE BORN AND GROW UP TO MATURITY? THEY MUST HAVE ENJOYED PEACE AND TRANQUILITY TOO. BUT, ALLOWING THE KINGDOM WHERE THERE IS NO DISCORD TO BE THE BETTER OF THE TWO, STILL THEY SHOULD BOTH BE CALLED GOOD, RATHER THAN ONE GOOD AND THE OTHER BAD. THUS, THE BETTER KINGDOM WILL BE THAT WHERE THEY KILLED NEITHER THEMSELVES NOR ONE ANOTHER; AND THE WORSE, OR LESS GOOD, WHERE, THOUGH THEY FOUGHT WITH ONE ANOTHER, EACH SEPARATE ANIMAL PRESERVED ITS OWN NATURE IN HEALTH AND SAFETY. BUT WE CANNOT MAKE MUCH DIFFERENCE BETWEEN YOUR GOD AND THE PRINCE OF DARKNESS, WHOM NO ONE OPPOSED, WHOSE REIGN WAS ACKNOWLEDGED BY ALL, AND WHOSE PROPOSALS WERE UNANIMOUSLY AGREED TO. ALL THIS IMPLIES GREAT PEACE AND HARMONY. THOSE KINGDOMS ARE HAPPY WHERE ALL AGREE HEARTILY IN OBEDIENCE TO THE KING. MOREOVER, THE RULE OF THIS PRINCE EXTENDED NOT ONLY TO HIS OWN SPECIES, OR TO BIPEDS WHOM YOU MAKE THE PARENTS OF MANKIND, BUT TO ALL KINDS OF ANIMALS, WHO WAITED IN HIS PRESENCE, OBEYING HIS COMMANDS, AND BELIEVING HIS DECLARATIONS. DO YOU THINK PEOPLE ARE SO STUPID AS NOT TO RECOGNIZE THE ATTRIBUTES OF DEITY IN YOUR DESCRIPTION OF THIS PRINCE, OR TO THINK IT POSSIBLE THAT YOU CAN HAVE ANOTHER? IF THE AUTHORITY OF THIS PRINCE RESTED ON HIS RESOURCES, HE MUST HAVE BEEN VERY POWERFUL; IF ON HIS FAME, HE MUST HAVE BEEN RENOWNED; IF ON LOVE, THE REGARD MUST HAVE BEEN UNIVERSAL; IF ON FEAR, HE MUST HAVE KEPT THE STRICTEST ORDER. IF SOME EVILS, THEN, WERE MIXED WITH SO MANY GOOD THINGS, WHO THAT KNOWS THE MEANING OF WORDS WOULD CALL THIS THE NATURE OF EVIL? BESIDES, IF YOU CALL THIS THE NATURE OF EVIL, BECAUSE IT WAS NOT ONLY EVIL TO THE OTHER NATURE, BUT WAS ALSO EVIL IN ITSELF, WAS THERE NO EVIL, THINK YOU, IN THE DIRE NECESSITY TO WHICH YOUR GOD WAS SUBJECTED BEFORE THE MIXTURE WITH THE OPPOSITE NATURE, SO THAT HE WAS COMPELLED TO RIGHT WITH IT, AND TO SEND HIS OWN MEMBERS TO BE SWALLOWED UP SO MERCILESSLY AS TO BE BEYOND THE HOPE OF COMPLETE RECOVERY? THIS WAS A GREAT EVIL IN THAT NATURE BEFORE ITS MIXTURE WITH THE ONLY THING YOU ALLOW TO BE EVIL. YOUR GOD MUST EITHER HAVE HAD IT IN HIS POWER NOT TO BE INJURED AND SULLIED BY THE RACE OF DARKNESS, IN WHICH CASE HIS OWN FOLLY MUST HAVE BROUGHT HIM INTO TROUBLE; OR IF HIS SUBSTANCE WAS LIABLE TO CORRUPTION, THE OBJECT OF YOUR WORSHIP IS NOT THE INCORRUPTIBLE GOD OF WHOM THE APOSTLE SPEAKS.(1) DOES NOT, THEN THIS LIABILITY TO CORRUPTION, EVEN APART FROM THE ACTUAL EXPERIENCE, SEEM TO YOU TO BE AN EVIL IN YOUR GOD? 
15. IT IS PLAIN, MOREOVER, THAT EITHER HE MUST HAVE BEEN DESTITUTE OF PRESCIENCE, A GREAT DEFECT, SURELY, IN THE DEITY, NOT TO KNOW WHAT IS COMING; OR IF HE HAD PRESCIENCE, HE CAN NEVER HAVE FELT SECURE, BUT MUST HAVE BEEN IN CONSTANT TERROR, WHICH YOU MUST ALLOW TO BE A SERIOUS EVIL. THERE MUST HAVE BEEN THE FEAR AT EVERY MOMENT, THAT THE TIME MIGHT BE COME FOR THAT CONFLICT IN WHICH HIS MEMBERS SUFFERED SUCH LOSS AND CONTAMINATION, THAT TO LIBERATE AND PURIFY THEM COSTS INFINITE LABOR, AND, AFTER ALL, CAN BE DONE ONLY PARTIALLY. IF IT IS GOING TOO FAR TO ATTRIBUTE THIS STATE OF ALARM TO THE DEITY HIMSELF, HIS MEMBERS AT LEAST MUST HAVE DREADED THE PROSPECT OF SUFFERING ALL THESE EVILS. THEN, AGAIN, IF THEY WERE IGNORANT OF WHAT WAS TO HAPPEN, THE SUBSTANCE OF YOUR GOD MUST HAVE BEEN SO FAR WANTING IN PRESCIENCE. HOW MANY EVILS DO YOU RECKON IN YOUR CHIEF GOOD? PERHAPS YOU WILL SAY THAT THEY HAD NO FEAR, BECAUSE THEY FORESAW, ALONG WITH THE SUFFERING, THEIR LIBERATION AND TRIUMPH. BUT STILL THEY MUST HAVE FEARED FOR THEIR COMPANIONS, IF THEY KNEW THAT THEY WERE TO BE CUT OFF FROM THEIR KINGDOM, AND BOUND FOR EVER IN THE MASS OF DARKNESS. 
16. HAD THEY NOT THE CHARITY TO FEEL A KINDLY SYMPATHY, FOR THOSE WHO WERE DOOMED TO SUFFER ETERNAL PUNISHMENT, WITHOUT HAVING COMMITTED ANY SIN? THESE SOULS THAT WERE TO BE BOUND UP WITH THE MASS, WERE NOT THEY TOO PART OF YOUR GOD? WERE THEY NOT OF THE SAME ORIGIN, THE SAME SUBSTANCE? THEY AT LEAST MUST HAVE FELT GRIEF OR FEAR IN THE PROSPECT OF THEIR OWN ETERNAL BONDAGE. TO SAY THAT THEY DID NOT KNOW WHAT WAS TO HAPPEN, WHILE THE OTHERS DID, IS TO MAKE ONE AND THE SAME SUBSTANCE PARTLY ACQUAINTED WITH THE FUTURE, AND PARTLY IGNORANT. HOW CAN YOU CALL THIS SUBSTANCE THE PURE, AND PERFECT, AND SUPREME GOOD, IF THERE WERE SUCH EVILS IN IT, EVEN BEFORE ITS MIXTURE WITH THE EVIL PRINCIPLE? YOU WILL HAVE TO CONFESS YOUR TWO PRINCIPLES EITHER BOTH GOOD OR BOTH EVIL. IF YOU MAKE TWO EVILS, YOU MAY MAKE EITHER OF THEM THE WORSE, AS YOU PLEASE. BUT IF YOU MAKE TWO GOODS, WE SHALL HAVE TO INQUIRE WHICH YOU MAKE THE BETTER. MEANWHILE THERE IS AN END TO YOUR DOCTRINE OF TWO PRINCIPLES, ONE GOOD AND THE OTHER EVIL, WHICH ARE IN FACT TWO GODS, ONE GOOD AND THE OTHER EVIL. BUT IF HURTING ANOTHER IS EVIL, THEY BOTH HURT ONE ANOTHER. PERHAPS THE GREATER EVIL WAS IN THE PRINCIPLE THAT FIRST BEGAN THE ATTACK. BUT IF ONE BEGAN THE INJURY, THE OTHER RETURNED IT; AND NOT BY THE LAW OF COMPENSATION, AN EYE FOR AN EYE, WHICH YOU ARE FOOLISH ENOUGH TO FIND FAULT WITH, BUT WITH FAR GREATER SEVERITY. YOU MUST CHOOSE WHICH YOU WILL CALL THE WORSE, THE ONE THAT BEGAN THE INJURY, OR THE ONE THAT HAD THE WILL AND THE POWER TO DO STILL GREATER INJURY. THE ONE TRIED TO GET A SHARE IN THE ENJOYMENT OF LIGHT; THE OTHER EFFECTED THE ENTIRE OVERTHROW OF ITS OPPONENT. IF THE ONE HAD GOT WHAT IT DESIRED, IT WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE DONE NO HARM TO ITSELF. BUT THE OTHER, IN THE DISCOMFITURE OF ITS ADVERSARY, DID GREAT MISCHIEF TO PART OF ITSELF; REMINDING US OF THE WELL-KNOWN PASSIONATE EXCLAMATION, WHICH IS ON RECORD AS HAVING BEEN ACTUALLY USED, "PERISH OUR FRIENDS, IF THAT WILL RID US OF OUR ENEMIES."(2) FOR PART OF YOUR GOD WAS SENT TO SUFFER HOPELESS CONTAMINATION, THAT THERE MIGHT BE A COVERING FOR THE MASS IN WHICH THE ENEMY IS TO BE BURIED FOR EVER ALIVE. SO MUCH WILL HE CONTINUE TO BE DREADED EVEN WHEN CONQUERED AND BOUND, THAT THE SECURITY, SUCH AS IT IS, OF ONE PART OF THE DEITY MUST BE PURCHASED BY THE ETERNAL MISERY OF THE OTHER PARTS. SUCH IS THE HARMLESSNESS OF THE GOOD PRINCIPLE! YOUR GOD, IT APPEARS, IS GUILTY OF THE CRIME WITH WHICH YOU CHARGE THE RACE OF DARKNESS--OF INJURING BOTH FRIENDS AND ENEMIES. THE CHARGE IS PROVED IN THE CASE OF YOUR GOD, BY THAT FINAL MASS IN WHICH HIS ENEMIES ARE CONFINED, WHILE HIS OWN SUBJECTS ARE INVOLVED IN IT. IN FACT, THE PRINCIPLE THAT YOU CALL GOD IS THE MORE INJURIOUS OF THE TWO, BOTH TO FRIENDS AND TO ENEMIES. IN THE CASE OF HYLE, THERE WAS NO DESIRE TO DESTROY THE OPPOSITE KINGDOM, BUT ONLY TO POSSESS IT; AND THOUGH SOME OF ITS SUBJECTS WERE PUT TO DEATH BY THE VIOLENCE OF OTHERS, THEY APPEARED AGAIN IN OTHER FORMS, SO THAT IN THE ALTERNATION OF LIFE AND DEATH THEY HAD INTERVALS OF ENJOYMENT IN THEIR HISTORY. BUT YOUR GOD, WITH ALL THE OMNIPOTENCE AND PERFECT EXCELLENCE THAT YOU ASCRIBE TO HIM, DOOMS HIS ENEMIES TO ETERNAL DESTRUCTION, AND HIS FRIENDS TO ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. AND THE HEIGHT OF INSANITY IS IN BELIEVING THAT WHILE INTERNAL CONTEST OCCASIONS THE INJURY OF THE MEMBERS OF HYLE, VICTORY BRINGS PUNISHMENT TO THE MEMBERS OF GOD. WHAT MEANS THIS FOLLY? TO USE FAUSTUS' COMPARISON OF GOD AND HYLE TO THE ANTIDOTE AND POISON, THE ANTIDOTE SEEMS TO BE MORE MISCHIEVOUS THAN THE POISON. WE DO NOT HEAR OF HYLE SHUTTING UP GOD FOR EVER IN A MASS OF DARKNESS, OR DRIVING ITS OWN MEMBERS INTO IT; OR, WHICH IS WORST OF ALL, SLANDERING THIS UNFORTUNATE REMNANT, AS AN EXCUSE FOR NOT EFFECTING ITS PURIFICATION. FOR MANICHAEUS, IN HIS FUNDAMENTAL EPISTLE, SAYS THAT THESE SOULS DESERVED TO BE THUS PUNISHED, BECAUSE THEY ALLOWED THEMSELVES TO BE LED AWAY FROM THEIR ORIGINAL BRIGHTNESS, AND BECAME ENEMIES OF HOLY LIGHT; WHEREAS IT WAS GOD HIMSELF THAT SENT THEM TO DOSE THEMSELVES IN THE REGION OF DARKNESS, THAT LIGHT MIGHT BE OPPOSED TO LIGHT: WHICH WAS UNJUST, IF HE FORCED THEM AGAINST THEIR WILL; WHILE, IF THEY WENT WILLINGLY, HE IS UNGRATEFUL IN PUNISHING THEM. THESE SOULS CAN NEVER HAVE BEEN HAPPY, IF THEY WERE TORMENTED WITH FEAR BEFORE THE CONFLICT, FROM KNOWING THAT THEY WERE TO BECOME ENEMIES TO THEIR ORIGINAL PRINCIPLE, AND THEN IN THE CONFLICT WERE HOPELESSLY CONTAMINATED, AND AFTERWARDS ETERNALLY CONDEMNED. ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY CAN NEVER HAVE BEEN DIVINE, IF BEFORE THE CONFLICT THEY WERE UNAWARE OF WHAT WAS COMING, FROM WANT OF PRESCIENCE, AND THEN SHOWED FEEBLENESS IN THE CONFLICT, AND SUFFERED MISERY AFTERWARDS. AND WHAT IS TRUE OF THEM MUST BE TRUE OF GOD, SINCE THEY ARE OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE. IS THERE ANY HOPE OF YOUR SEEING THE FOLLY OF THESE BLASPHEMIES? YOU ATTEMPT, INDEED, TO VINDICATE THE GOODNESS OF GOD, BY ASSERTING THAT HYLE WHEN SHUT UP IS PREVENTED FROM DOING ANY MORE INJURY TO ITSELF. HYLE, IT SEEMS, IS TO GET SOME GOOD, WHEN IT HAS NO LONGER ANY GOOD MIXED WITH IT. PERHAPS, AS GOD BEFORE THE CONFLICT HAD THE EVIL OF NECESSITY, WHEN THE GOOD WAS UNMIXED WITH EVIL, SO HYLE AFTER THE CONFLICT IS TO HAVE THE GOOD OF REST, WHEN THE EVIL IS UNMIXED WITH GOOD. YOUR PRINCIPLES ARE THUS EITHER TWO EVILS, ONE WORSE THAN THE OTHER; OR TWO GOODS, BOTH IMPERFECT, BUT ONE BETTER THAN THE OTHER. THE BETTER, HOWEVER, IS THE MORE MISERABLE; FOR IF THE ISSUE OF THIS GREAT CONFLICT IS THAT THE ENEMY GETS SOME GOOD BY THE CESSATION OF MUTUAL INJURIES IN HYLE, WHILE GOD'S OWN SUBJECTS SUFFER THE SERIOUS EVIL OF BEING DRIVEN INTO THE MASS OF DARKNESS, WE MAY ASK WHO HAS GOT THE VICTORY. THE POISON, WE ARE TO UNDERSTAND, IS HYLE, WHERE, NEVERTHELESS, ANIMAL LIFE FOUND A PLENTIFUL SUPPLY OF THE MEANS OF GROWTH AND PRODUCTIVENESS; WHILE THE ANTIDOTE IS GOD, WHO COULD CONDEMN HIS OWN MEMBERS, BUT COULD NOT RESTORE THEM. IN REALITY, IT IS AS ABSURD TO CALL THE ONE HYLE, AS IT IS TO CALL THE OTHER GOD. THESE ARE THE FOLLIES OF MEN WHO TURN TO FABLES BECAUSE THEY CANNOT BEAR SOUND DOCTRINE. (1) 
BOOK XXII.
FAUSTUS STATES HIS OBJECTIONS TO THE MORALITY OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND AUGUSTIN SEEKS BY THE APPLICATION OF THE TYPE AND THE ALLEGORY TO EXPLAIN AWAY THE MORAL DIFFICULTIES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: YOU ASK WHY WE BLASPHEME THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. WE ARE SO FAR FROM PROFESSING OR FEELING ANY HOSTILITY TO THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, THAT WE ARE READY, IF YOU WILL ALLOW US, TO DECLARE THE FALSEHOOD OF ALL THE WRITINGS WHICH MAKE THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS APPEAR OBJECTIONABLE. BUT THIS YOU REFUSE TO ADMIT, AND BY MAINTAINING THE AUTHORITY OF YOUR WRITERS, YOU BRING A PERHAPS UNMERITED REPROACH UPON THE PROPHETS; YOU SLANDER THE PATRIARCHS, AND DISHONOR THE LAW. YOU ARE SO UNREASONABLE AS TO DENY THAT YOUR WRITERS ARE FALSE, WHILE YOU UPHOLD THE PIETY AND SANCTITY OF THOSE WHO ARE DESCRIBED IN THESE WRITINGS AS GUILTY OF THE WORST CRIMES, AND AS LEADING WICKED LIVES. THESE OPINIONS ARE INCONSISTENT; FOR EITHER THESE WERE BAD CHARACTERS, OR THE WRITERS WERE UNTRUTHFUL. 
2. SUPPOSING, THEN, THAT WE AGREE IN CONDEMNING THE WRITERS, WE MAY SUCCEED IN VINDICATING THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, BY THE LAW MUST BE UNDERSTOOD NOT CIRCUMCISION, OR SABBATHS, OR SACRIFICES, OR THE OTHER JEWISH OBSERVANCES, BUT THE TRUE LAW, VIZ., THOU SHALL NOT KILL, THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, THOU SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, AND SO ON. TO THIS LAW, PROMULGATED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, THAT IS, AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION OF THE WORLD, THE HEBREW WRITERS DID VIOLENCE, BY INFECTING IT WITH THE POLLUTION OF THEIR DISGUSTING PRECEPTS ABOUT CIRCUMCISION AND SACRIFICE. AS A FRIEND OF THE LAW, YOU SHOULD JOIN WITH ME IN CONDEMNING THE JEWS FOR INJURING THE LAW BY THIS MIXTURE OF UNSUITABLE PRECEPTS. PLAINLY, YOU MUST BE AWARE THAT THESE PRECEPTS ARE NOT THE LAW, OR ANY PART OF THE LAW, SINCE YOU CLAIM TO BE RIGHTEOUS, THOUGH YOU MAKE NO ATTEMPT TO KEEP THE PRECEPTS. IN SEEKING TO LEAD A RIGHTEOUS LIFE, YOU PAY GREAT REGARD TO THE COMMANDMENTS WHICH FORBID SINFUL ACTIONS, WHILE YOU TAKE NO NOTICE OF THE JEWISH OBSERVANCES; WHICH WOULD BE UNJUSTIFIABLE IF THEY WERE ONE AND THE SAME LAW. YOU RESENT AS A FOUL REPROACH BEING CALLED NEGLIGENT OF THE PRECEPT," THOU SHALT NOT KILL," OR "THOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY." AND IF YOU SHOWED THE SAME RESENTMENT AT BEING CALLED UNCIRCUMCISED, OR NEGLIGENT OF THE SABBATH, IT WOULD BE EVIDENT THAT YOU CONSIDERED BOTH TO BE THE LAW AND THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD. IN FACT, HOWEVER, YOU CONSIDER THE HONOR AND GLORY OF KEEPING THE ONE NO WAY ENDANGERED BY DISREGARD OF THE OTHER. IT IS PLAIN, AS I HAVE SAID, THAT THESE OBSERVANCES ARE NOT THE LAW, BUT A DISFIGUREMENT OF THE LAW. IF WE CONDEMN THEM, IT IS NOT AS BEING GENUINE, BUT AS SPURIOUS. IN THIS CONDEMNATION THERE IS NO REPROACH OF THE LAW, OR OF GOD ITS AUTHOR, BUT ONLY OF THOSE WHO PUBLISHED THEIR SHOCKING SUPERSTITIONS UNDER THESE NAMES. IF WE SOMETIMES ABUSE THE VENERABLE NAME OF LAW IN ATTACKING THE JEWISH PRECEPTS, THE FAULT IS YOURS, FOR REFUSING TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN HEBREW OBSERVANCES AND THE LAW. ONLY RESTORE TO THE LAW ITS PROPER DIGNITY, BY REMOVING THESE FOUL ISRAELITISH BLOTS; GRANT THAT THESE WRITERS ARE GUILTY OF DISFIGURING THE LAW, AND YOU WILL SEE AT ONCE THAT WE ARE THE ENEMIES NOT OF THE LAW, BUT OF JUDAISM. YOU ARE MISLED BY THE WORD LAW; FOR YOU DO NOT KNOW TO WHAT THAT NAME PROPERLY BELONGS. 
3. FOR MY PART, I SEE NO REASON FOR YOUR THINKING THAT WE BLASPHEME YOUR PROPHETS AND PATRIARCHS. THERE WOULD INDEED BE SOME GROUND FOR THE CHARGE, IF WE HAD BEEN DIRECTLY OR REMOTELY THE AUTHORS OF THE ACCOUNT GIVEN OF THEIR ACTIONS. BUT AS THIS ACCOUNT IS WRITTEN EITHER BY THEMSELVES, IN A CRIMINAL DESIRE TO BE FAMOUS FOR THEIR MISDEEDS, OR BY THEIR COMPANIONS AND COEVALS, WHY SHOULD YOU BLAME US? YOU CONDEMN THEM IN ABHORRENCE OF THE WICKED ACTIONS OF WHICH THEY HAVE VOLUNTARILY DECLARED THEMSELVES GUILTY, THOUGH THERE WAS NO OCCASION FOR SUCH A CONFESSION. OR IF THE NARRATIVE IS ONLY A MALICIOUS FICTION, LET ITS AUTHORS BE PUNISHED, LET THE BOOKS BE CONDEMNED, LET THE PROPHETIC NAME BE CLEARED FROM THIS FOUL REPROACH, LET THE PATRIARCHS RECOVER THE RESPECT DUE TO THEIR SIMPLICITY AND PURITY OF MANAGERS. 
4. THESE BOOKS, MOREOVER, CONTAIN SHOCKING CALUMNIES AGAINST GOD HIMSELF. WE ARE TOLD THAT HE EXISTED FROM ETERNITY IN DARKNESS, AND ADMIRED THE LIGHT WHEN HE SAW IT; THAT HE WAS SO IGNORANT OF THE FUTURE, THAT HE GAVE ADAM A COMMAND, NOT FORESEEING THAT IT WOULD BE BROKEN; THAT HIS PERCEPTION WAS SO LIMITED THAT HE COULD NOT SEE ADAM WHEN, FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS NAKEDNESS, HE HID HIMSELF IN A CORNER OF PARADISE; THAT ENVY MADE HIM AFRAID LEST HIS CREATURE MAN SHOULD TASTE OF THE TREE OF LIFE, AND LIVE FOR EVER; THAT AFTERWARDS HE WAS GREEDY FOR BLOOD, AND FAT FROM ALL KINDS OF SACRIFICES, AND JEALOUS IF THEY WERE OFFERED TO ANY ONE BUT HIMSELF; THAT HE WAS ENRAGED SOMETIMES AGAINST HIS ENEMIES, SOMETIMES AGAINST HIS FRIENDS; THAT HE DESTROYED THOUSANDS OF MEN FOR A SLIGHT OFFENSE, OR FOR NOTHING; THAT HE THREATENED TO COME WITH A SWORD AND SPARE NOBODY, RIGHTEOUS OR WICKED. THE AUTHORS OF SUCH BOLD LIBELS AGAINST GOD MIGHT VERY WELL SLANDER THE MEN OF GOD. YOU MUST JOIN WITH US IN LAYING THE BLAME ON THE WRITERS IF YOU WISH TO VINDICATE THE PROPHETS. 
5. AGAIN, WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT IS SAID OF ABRAHAM, THAT IN HIS IRRATIONAL CRAVING TO HAVE CHILDREN, AND NOT BELIEVING GOD, WHO PROMISED THAT HIS WIFE SARA SHOULD HAVE A SON, HE DEFILED HIMSELF WITH A MISTRESS, WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS WIFE, WHICH ONLY MADE IT WORSE;(1) OR THAT, IN SACRILEGIOUS PROFANATION OF HIS MARRIAGE, HE ON DIFFERENT OCCASIONS, FROM AVARICE AND GREED, SOLD HIS WIFE SARA FOR THE GRATIFICATION OF THE KINGS ABIMELECH AND PHARAS, TELLING THEM THAT SHE WAS HIS SISTER, BECAUSE SHE WAS VERY FAIR.(2) THE NARRATIVE IS NOT OURS, WHICH TELLS HOW LOT, ABRAHAM'S BROTHER, AFTER HIS ESCAPE FROM SODOM, LAY WITH HIS TWO DAUGHTERS ON THE MOUNTAIN(3) (BETTER FOR HIM TO HAVE PERISHED IN THE CONFLAGRATION OF SODOM, THAN TO HAVE BURNED WITH INCESTUOUS PASSION); OR HOW ISAAC IMITATED HIS FATHER'S CONDUCT, AND CALLED HIS WIFE REBECCA HIS SISTER, THAT HE MIGHT GAIN A SHAMEFUL LIVELIHOOD BY HER;(4) OR HOW HIS SON JACOB, HUSBAND OF FOUR WIVES--TWO FULL SISTERS, RACHEL AND LEAH, AND THEIR HANDMAIDS--LED THE LIFE OF A GOAT AMONG THEM, SO THAT THERE WAS A DAILY STRIFE AMONG HIS WOMEN WHO SHOULD BE THE FIRST TO LAY HOLD OF HIM WHEN HE CAME FROM THE FIELD, ENDING SOMETIMES IN THEIR HIRING HIM FROM ONE ANOTHER FOR THE NIGHT;(5) OR, AGAIN, HOW HIS SON JUDAH SLEPT WITH HIS DAUGHTER-IN-LAW TAMAR, AFTER SHE HAD BEEN MARRIED TO TWO OF HIS SONS, DECEIVED, WE ARE TOLD, BY THE HARLOT'S DRESS WHICH TAMAR PUT ON, KNOWING THAT HER FATHER-IN-LAW WAS IN THE HABIT OF ASSOCIATING WITH SUCH CHARACTERS;(1) OR HOW DAVID, AFTER HAVING A NUMBER OF WIVES, SEDUCED THE WIFE OF HIS SOLDIER URIAH, AND CAUSED URIAH HIMSELF TO BE KILLED IN THE BATTLE;(2) OR HOW HIS SON SOLOMON HAD THREE HUNDRED WIVES, AND SEVEN HUNDRED CONCUBINES, AND PRINCESSES WITHOUT NUMBER;(3) OR HOW THE FIRST PROPHET HOSEA GOT CHILDREN FROM A PROSTITUTE, AND, WHAT IS WORSE, IT IS SAID THAT THIS DISGRACEFUL CONDUCT WAS ENJOINED BY GOD;(4) OR HOW MOSES COMMITTED MURDER,(5) AND PLUNDERED EGYPT,(6) AND WAGED WARS, AND COMMANDED, OR HIMSELF PERPETRATED, MANY CRUELTIES.(7) AND HE TOO WAS NOT CONTENT WITH ONE WIFE. WE ARE NEITHER DIRECTLY NOR REMOTELY THE AUTHORS OF THESE AND SIMILAR NARRATIVES, WHICH ARE FOUND IN THE BOOKS OF THE PATRIARCHS AND THE PROPHETS. EITHER YOUR WRITERS FORGED THESE THINGS, OR THE FATHERS ARE REALLY GUILTY. CHOOSE WHICH YOU PLEASE; THE CRIME IN EITHER CASE IS DETESTABLE, FOR VICIOUS CONDUCT AND FALSEHOOD ARE EQUALLY HATEFUL. 
6. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: YOU UNDERSTAND NEITHER THE SYMBOLS OF THE LAW NOR THE ACTS OF THE PROPHETS, BECAUSE YOU DO NOT KNOW WHAT HOLINESS OR RIGHTEOUSNESS MEANS. WE HAVE REPEATEDLY SHOWN AT GREAT LENGTH, THAT THE PRECEPTS AND SYMBOLS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT CONTAINED BOTH WHAT WAS TO BE FULFILLED IN OBEDIENCE THROUGH THE GRACE BESTOWED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, AND WHAT WAS TO BE SET ASIDE AS A PROOF OF ITS HAVING BEEN FULFILLED IN THE TRUTH NOW MADE MANIFEST. FOR IN THE LOVE OF GOD AND OF OUR NEIGHBOR IS SECURED THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE PRECEPTS OF THE LAW, WHILE THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF ITS PROMISES IS SHOWN IN THE ABOLITION OF CIRCUMCISION, AND OF OTHER TYPICAL OBSERVANCES FORMERLY PRACTICED. BY THE PRECEPT MEN WERE LED, THROUGH A SENSE OF GUILT. TO DESIRE SALVATION; BY THE PROMISE THEY WERE LED TO FIND IN THE TYPICAL OBSERVANCES THE ASSURANCE THAT THE SAVIOR WOULD COME. THE SALVATION DESIRED WAS TO BE OBTAINED THROUGH THE GRACE BESTOWED ON THE APPEARANCE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT; AND THE FULFILLMENT OF THE EXPECTATION RENDERED THE TYPES NO LONGER NECESSARY. THE SAME LAW THAT WAS GIVEN BY MOSES BECAME GRACE AND TRUTH IN JESUS CHRIST. BY THE GRACE IN THE PARDON OF SIN, THE PRECEPT IS KEPT IN FORCE IN THE CASE OF THOSE SUPPORTED BY DIVINE HELP. BY THE TRUTH THE SYMBOLIC RITES ARE SET ASIDE, THAT THE PROMISE MIGHT, IN THOSE WHO TRUST IN THE DIVINE FAITHFULNESS, BE BROUGHT TO PASS. 
7. THOSE, ACCORDINGLY, WHO, FINDING FAULT WITH WHAT THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND, CALL THE TYPICAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE LAW DISFIGUREMENTS AND EXCRESCENCES, ARE LIKE MEN DISPLEASED WITH THINGS OF WHICH THEY DO NOT KNOW THE USE. AS IF A DEAF MAN, SEEING OTHERS MOVE THEIR LIPS IN SPEAKING, WERE TO FIND FAULT WITH THE MOTION OF THE MOUTH AS NEEDLESS AND UNSIGHTLY; OR AS IF A BLIND MAN, ON HEARING A HOUSE COMMENDED, WERE TO TEST THE TRUTH OF WHAT HE HEARD BY PASSING HIS HAND OVER THE SURFACE OF THE WALL, AND ON COMING TO THE WINDOWS WERE TO CRY OUT AGAINST THEM AS FLAWS IN THE LEVEL, OR WERE TO SUPPOSE THAT THE WALL HAD FALLEN IN. 
8. HOW SHALL I MAKE THOSE WHOSE MINDS ARE FULL OF VANITY UNDERSTAND THAT THE ACTIONS OF THE PROPHETS WERE ALSO MYSTICAL AND PROPHETIC? THE VANITY OF THEIR MINDS IS SHOWN IN THEIR THINKING THAT WE BELIEVE GOD TO HAVE ONCE EXISTED IN DARKNESS, BECAUSE IT IS WRITTEN, "DARKNESS WAS OVER THE DEEP."(8) AS IF WE CALLED THE DEEP GOD, WHERE THERE WAS DARKNESS, BECAUSE THE LIGHT DID NOT EXIST THERE BEFORE GOD MADE IT BY HIS WORD. FROM THEIR NOT DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE LIGHT WHICH IS GOD, AND THE LIGHT WHICH GOD MADE, THEY IMAGINE THAT GOD MUST HAVE BEEN IN DARKNESS BEFORE HE MADE LIGHT, BECAUSE DARKNESS WAS OVER THE DEEP BEFORE GOD SAID, "LET THERE BE LIGHT, AND THERE WAS LIGHT." IN THE NEW TESTAMENT BOTH THESE THINGS ARE ASCRIBED TO GOD. FOR WE READ, "GOD IS LIGHT, AND IN HIM IS NO DARKNESS AT ALL;"(9) AND AGAIN, "GOD, WHO COMMANDED THE LIGHT TO SHINE OUT OF DARKNESS, HATH SHINED IN OUR HEARTS."(10) SO ALSO, IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, THE NAME "BRIGHTNESS OF ETERNAL LIGHT"(11) IS GIVEN TO THE WISDOM OF GOD, WHICH CERTAINLY WAS NOT CREATED, FOR BY IT ALL THINGS WERE MADE; AND OF THE LIGHT WHICH EXISTS ONLY AS THE PRODUCTION OF THIS WISDOM IT IS SAID, "THOU WILT LIGHT MY CANDLE, O LORD; MY GOD, THOU WILT ENLIGHTEN MY DARKNESS."(12) IN THE SAME WAY, IN THE BEGINNING, WHEN DARKNESS WAS OVER THE DEEP, GOD SAID, "LET THERE BE LIGHT, AND THERE WAS LIGHT," WHICH ONLY THE LIGHT-GIVING LIGHT, WHICH IS GOD HIMSELF, COULD HAVE MADE. 
9. FOR AS GOD IS HIS OWN ETERNAL HAPPINESS, AND IS BESIDES THE BESTOWER OF HAPPINESS, SO HE IS HIS OWN ETERNAL LIGHT, AND IS ALSO THE BESTOWER OF LIGHT. HE ENVIES THE GOOD OF NONE, FOR HE IS HIMSELF THE SOURCE OF HAPPINESS TO ALL GOOD BEINGS; HE FEARS THE EVIL OF NONE, FOR THE LOSS OF ALL EVIL BEINGS IS IN THEIR BEING ABANDONED BY HIM. HE CAN NEITHER BE BENEFITED BY THOSE ON WHOM HE HIMSELF BESTOWS HAPPINESS, NOR IS HE AFRAID OF THOSE WHOSE MISERY IS THE DOOM AWARDED BY HIS OWN JUDGMENT. VERY DIFFERENT, O MANICHAEUS, IS THE OBJECT OF YOUR WORSHIP. YOU HAVE DEPARTED FROM GOD IN THE PURSUIT OF YOUR OWN FANCIES, WHICH OF ALL KINDS HAVE INCREASED AND MULTIPLIED IN YOUR FOOLISH ROVING HEARTS, DRINKING IN THROUGH THE SENSE OF SIGHT THE LIGHT OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES. THIS LIGHT, THOUGH IT TOO IS MADE BY GOD, IS NOT TO BE COMPARED TO THE LIGHT CREATED IN THE MINDS OF THE PIOUS, WHOM GOD BRINGS OUT OF DARKNESS INTO LIGHT, AS HE BRINGS THEM OUT OF SINFULNESS INTO RIGHTEOUSNESS. STILL LESS CAN IT BE COMPARED TO THAT INACCESSIBLE LIGHT FROM WHICH ALL KINDS OF LIGHT ARE DERIVED. NOR IS THIS LIGHT INACCESSIBLE TO ALL; FOR "BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD."(1) "GOD IS LIGHT, AND IN HIM IS NO DARKNESS AT ALL;" BUT THE WICKED SHALL NOT SEE LIGHT, AS IS SAID IN ISAIAH. (2) TO THEM THE LIGHT-GIVING LIGHT IS INACCESSIBLE. FROM THE LIGHT COMES NOT ONLY THE SPIRITUAL LIGHT IN THE MINDS OF THE PIOUS, BUT ALSO THE MATERIAL LIGHT, WHICH IS NOT DENIED TO THE WICKED, BUT IS MADE TO RISE ON THE EVIL AND ON THE GOOD. 
10. SO, WHEN DARKNESS WAS OVER THE DEEP, HE WHO WAS LIGHT SAID, "LET THERE BE LIGHT." FROM WHAT LIGHT THIS LIGHT CAME IS CLEAR; FOR THE WORDS ARE, "GOD SAID." WHAT LIGHT IS THAT WHICH WAS MADE, IS NOT SO CLEAR. FOR THERE HAS BEEN A FRIENDLY DISCUSSION AMONG STUDENTS OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, WHETHER GOD THEN MADE THE LIGHT IN THE MINDS OF THE ANGELS, OR, IN OTHER WORDS, THESE RATIONAL SPIRITS THEMSELVES, OR SOME MATERIAL LIGHT WHICH EXISTS IN THE HIGHER REGIONS OF THE UNIVERSE BEYOND OUR KEN. FOR ON THE FOURTH DAY HE MADE THE VISIBLE LUMINARIES OF HEAVEN. AND IT IS ALSO A QUESTION WHETHER THESE BODIES WERE MADE AT THE SAME TIME AS THEIR LIGHT, OR WERE SOMEHOW KINDLED FROM THE LIGHT MADE ALREADY. BUT WHOEVER READS THE SACRED WRITINGS IN THE PIOUS SPIRIT WHICH IS REQUIRED TO UNDERSTAND THEM, MUST BE CONVINCED THAT WHATEVER THE LIGHT WAS WHICH WAS MADE WHEN, AT THE TIME THAT DARKNESS WAS OVER THE DEEP, GOD SAID, "LET THERE BE LIGHT," IT WAS CREATED LIGHT, AND THE CREATING LIGHT WAS THE MAKER OF IT. 
11. NOR DOES IT FOLLOW THAT GOD, BEFORE HE MADE LIGHT, ABODE IN DARKNESS, BECAUSE IT IS SAID THAT DARKNESS WAS OVER THE DEEP, AND THEN THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD MOVED ON THE WATERS. THE DEEP IS THE UNFATHOMABLE ABYSS OF THE WATERS. AND THE CARNAL MIND MIGHT SUPPOSE THAT THE SPIRIT ABODE IN THE DARKNESS WHICH WAS OVER THE DEEP, BECAUSE IT IS SAID THAT HE MOVED ON THE WATERS. THIS IS FROM NOT UNDERSTANDING HOW THE LIGHT SHINETH IN DARKNESS, AND THE DARKNESS COMPREHENDS IT NOT, TILL BY THE WORD OF GOD THOSE WHO WERE DARKNESS ARE MADE LIGHT, AND IT IS SAID TO THEM, "YE WERE ONCE DARKNESS, BUT NOW ARE YE LIGHT IN THE LORD."(3) BUT IF RATIONAL MINDS WHICH ARE IN DARKNESS THROUGH A SINFUL WILL CANNOT COMPREHEND THE LIGHT OF THE WISDOM OF GOD, THOUGH IT IS PRESENT EVERYWHERE, BECAUSE THEY ARE SEPARATED FROM IT NOT IN PLACE, BUT IN DISPOSITION: WHY MAY NOT THE SPIRIT OF GOD HAVE MOVED ON THE DARKNESS OF THE WATERS, WHEN HE MOVED ON THE WATERS, THOUGH AT AN IMMEASURABLE DISTANCE FROM IT, NOT IN PLACE, BUT IN NATURE? 
12. IN ALL THIS I KNOW I AM SINGING TO DEAF EARS; BUT THE LORD, FROM WHOM IS THE TRUTH WHICH WE SPEAK, CAN OPEN SOME EARS TO CATCH THE STRAIN. BUT WHAT SHALL WE SAY OF THOSE CRITICS OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES WHO OBJECT TO GOD'S BEING PLEASED WITH HIS OWN WORKS, AND FIND FAULT WITH THE WORDS, "GOD SAW THE LIGHT THAT IT WAS GOOD," AS IF THIS MEANT THAT GOD ADMIRED THE LIGHT AS SOMETHING NEW? GOD'S SEEING HIS WORKS THAT THEY WERE GOOD, MEANS THAT THE CREATOR APPROVED OF HIS OWN WORKS AS PLEASING TO HIMSELF. FOR GOD CANNOT BE FORCED TO DO ANYTHING AGAINST HIS WILL, SO THAT HE SHOULD NOT BE PLEASED WITH HIS OWN WORK; NOR CAN HE DO ANYTHING BY MISTAKE, SO THAT HE SHOULD REGRET HAVING DONE IT. WHY SHOULD THE MANICHAEANS OBJECT TO OUR GOD SEEING HIS WORK THAT IT WAS GOOD, WHEN THEIR GOD PLACED A COVERING BEFORE HIMSELF WHEN HE MINGLED HIS OWN MEMBERS WITH THE DARKNESS? FOR INSTEAD OF SEEING HIS WORK THAT IT IS GOOD, HE REFUSES TO LOOK AT IT BECAUSE IT IS EVIL. 
13. FAUSTUS SPEAKS OF OUR GOD AS ASTONISHED, WHICH IS NOT SAID IN SCRIPTURE; NOR DOES IT FOLLOW THAT ONE MUST BE ASTONISHED WHEN HE SEES ANYTHING TO BE GOOD. THERE ARE MANY GOOD THINGS WHICH WE SEE WITHOUT BEING ASTONISHED, AS IF THEY WERE BETTER THAN WE EXPECTED; WE MERELY APPROVE OF THEM AS BEING WHAT THEY OUGHT TO BE. WE CAN, HOWEVER, GIVE AN INSTANCE OF GOD BEING ASTONISHED, NOT FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT, WHICH THE MANICHAEANS ASSAIL WITH UNDESERVED REPROACH, BUT FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT, WHICH THEY PROFESS TO BELIEVE IN ORDER TO ENTRAP THE UNWARY. FOR THEY ACKNOWLEDGE CHRIST AS GOD, AND USE THIS AS A BAIT TO ENTICE CHRIST'S FOLLOWERS INTO THEIR SNARES. GOD, THEN, WAS ASTONISHED WHEN CHRIST WAS ASTONISHED. FOR WE READ IN THE GOSPEL, THAT WHEN CHRIST HEARD THE FAITH OF A CERTAIN CENTURION, HE WAS ASTONISHED, AND SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, "VERILY I HAVE NOT FOUND SO GREAT FAITH, NO, NOT IN ISRAEL."(4) WE HAVE ALREADY GIVEN OUR EXPLANATION OF THE WORDS, "GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD." BETTER MEN MAY GIVE A BETTER EXPLANATION. MEANWHILE LET THE MANICHAEANS EXPLAIN CHRIST'S BEING ASTONISHED AT WHAT HE FORESAW BEFORE IT HAPPENED, AND KNEW BEFORE HE HEARD IT. FOR THOUGH SEEING A THING TO BE GOOD IS QUITE DIFFERENT FROM BEING ASTONISHED AT IT, IN THIS CASE THERE IS SOME RESEMBLANCE, FOR JESUS WAS ASTONISHED AT THE LIGHT OF FAITH WHICH HE HIMSELF HAD CREATED IN THE HEART OF THE CENTURION; FOR JESUS IS THE TRUE LIGHT, WHICH ENLIGHTENS EVERY MAN THAT COMETH INTO THE WORLD. 
14. THUS AN IRRELIGIOUS PAGAN MIGHT BRING THE SAME REPROACHES AGAINST CHRIST IN THE GOSPEL, AS FAUSTUS BRINGS AGAINST GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. HE MIGHT SAY THAT CHRIST LACKED FORESIGHT, NOT ONLY BECAUSE HE WAS ASTONISHED AT THE FAITH OF THE CENTURION, BUT BECAUSE HE CHOSE JUDAS AS A DISCIPLE WHO PROVED DISOBEDIENT TO HIS COMMANDS; AS FAUSTUS OBJECTS TO THE PRECEPT GIVEN IN PARADISE, WHICH, AS IT TURNED OUT, WAS NOT OBEYED. HE MIGHT ALSO CAVIL AT CHRIST'S NOT KNOWING WHO TOUCHED HIM, WHEN THE WOMAN SUFFERING FROM AN ISSUE OF BLOOD TOUCHED THE HEM OF HIS GARMENT; AS FAUSTUS BLAMES GOD FOR NOT KNOWING WHERE ADAM HAD, HID HIMSELF. IF THIS IGNORANCE IS IMPLIED IN GOD'S SAYING, "WHERE ART THOU, ADAM?"(1) THE SAME MAY BE SAID OF CHRIST'S ASKING, "WHO TOUCHED ME?"(2) THE PAGANS ALSO MIGHT CALL CHRIST TIMID AND ENVIOUS, IN NOT WISHING FIVE OF THE TEN VIRGINS TO GAIN ETERNAL LIFE BY ENTERING INTO HIS KINGDOM, AND IN SHUTTING THEM OUT, SO THAT THEY KNOCKED IN VAIN IN THEIR ENTREATY TO HAVE THE DOOR OPENED, AS IF FORGETFUL OF HIS OWN PROMISE, "KNOCK, AND IT SHALL BE OPENED UNTO YOU;"(3) AS FAUSTUS CHARGES GOD WITH FEAR AND ENVY IN NOT ADMITTING MAN AFTER HIS SIN TO ETERNAL LIFE. AGAIN, HE MIGHT CALL CHRIST GREEDY OF THE BLOOD, NOT OF BEASTS, BUT OF MEN, BECAUSE HE SAID, "HE THAT LOSES HIS LIFE FOR MY SAKE, SHALL KEEP IT UNTO LIFE ETERNAL;"(4) AS FAUSTUS REPROACHES GOD IN REFERENCE TO THOSE ANIMAL SACRIFICES WHICH PREFIGURED THE SACRIFICE OF BLOOD-SHEDDING BY WHICH WE ARE REDEEMED. HE MIGHT ALSO ACCUSE CHRIST OF JEALOUSY, BECAUSE IN NARRATING HIS DRIVING THE BUYERS AND SELLERS OUT OF THE TEMPLE, THE EVANGELIST QUOTES AS APPLICABLE TO HIM THE WORDS, "THE JEALOUSY OF THINE HOUSE HATH EATEN ME UP;"(5) AS FAUSTUS ACCUSES GOD OF JEALOUSY IN FORBIDDING SACRIFICES TO BE OFFERED TO OTHER GODS. HE MIGHT SAY THAT CHRIST WAS ANGRY WITH BOTH HIS FRIENDS AND HIS ENEMIES: WITH HIS FRIENDS, BECAUSE HE SAID, "THE SERVANT THAT KNOWS HIS LORD'S WILL, AND DOETH IT NOT, SHALL BE BEATEN WITH MANY STRIPES;" AND WITH HIS ENEMIES, BECAUSE HE SAID, "IF ANY ONE SHALL NOT RECEIVE YOU, SHAKE OFF AGAINST HIM THE DUST OF YOUR SHOES; VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT IT SHALL BE MORE TOLERABLE FOR SODOM IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT THAN FOR THAT CITY;"(6) AS FAUSTUS ACCUSES GOD OF BEING ANGRY AT ONE TIME WITH HIS FRIENDS, AND AT ANOTHER WITH HIS ENEMIES; BOTH OF WHOM ARE SPOKEN OF THUS BY THE APOSTLE: "THEY THAT HAVE SINNED WITHOUT LAW SHALL PERISH WITHOUT LAW, AND THEY THAT HAVE SINNED IN THE LAW SHALL BE JUDGED BY THE LAW."(7) OR HE MIGHT SAY THAT CHRIST SHED THE BLOOD OF MANY WITHOUT MERCY, FOR A SLIGHT OFFENSE OR FOR NOTHING. FOR TO A PAGAN THERE WOULD APPEAR TO BE LITTLE OR NO HARM IN NOT HAVING A WEDDING GARMENT AT THE MARRIAGE FEAST, FOR WHICH OUR KING IN THE GOSPEL COMMANDED A MAN TO BE BOUND HAND AND FOOT, AND CAST INTO OUTER DARKNESS;(8) OR IN NOT WISHING TO HAVE CHRIST FOR A KING, WHICH IS THE SIN OF WHICH CHRIST SAYS, "THOSE THAT WOULD NOT HAVE ME TO REIGN OVER THEM, BRING HITHER AND SLAY BEFORE ME;"(9) AS FAUSTUS BLAMES GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT FOR SLAUGHTERING THOUSANDS OF HUMAN BEINGS FOR SLIGHT OFFENSES, AS FAUSTUS CALLS THEM, OR FOR NOTHING. AGAIN, IF FAUSTUS FINDS FAULT WITH GOD'S THREATENING TO COME WITH THE SWORD, AND TO SPARE NEITHER THE RIGHTEOUS NOR THE WICKED, MIGHT NOT THE PAGAN. FIND AS MUCH FAULT WITH THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE PAUL, WHEN HE SAYS OF OUR GOD," HE SPARED NOT HIS OWN SON, BUT GAVE HIM UP FOR US ALL;"(10) OR OF PETER, WHEN, IN EXHORTING THE SAINTS TO BE PATIENT IN THE MIDST OF PERSECUTION AND SLAUGHTER, HE SAYS, "IT IS TIME THAT JUDGMENT BEGIN FROM THE HOUSE OF GOD; AND IF IT FIRST, BEGIN AT US, WHAT SHALL THE END BE OF THEM THAT BELIEVE NOT THE [SEXLESS] GOSPEL OF THE LORD? AND IF THE RIGHTEOUS SCARCELY BE SAVED, WHERE SHALL THE UNGODLY AND SINNER APPEAR?"(11) WHAT CAN BE MORE RIGHTEOUS THAN THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN, WHOM NEVERTHELESS THE FATHER DID NOT SPARE? AND WHAT CAN BE PLAINER THAN THAT THE RIGHTEOUS ALSO ARE NOT SPARED, BUT CHASTISED WITH MANIFOLD AFFLICTIONS, AS IS CLEARLY IMPLIED IN THE WORDS, "IF THE RIGHTEOUS SCARCELY ARE SAVED"? AS IT IS SAID IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, "WHOM THE LORD LOVETH HE CORRECTS, AND CHASTISES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES", (12) AND, "IF WE RECEIVE GOOD AT THE [TERRIBLE] HAND OF THE LORD, SHALL WE NOT ALSO RECEIVE EVIL?"(13) SO WE READ ALSO IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, "WHOM I LOVE I REBUKE AND CHASTEN;"(14) AND, "IF WE JUDGE OURSELVES, WE SHALL NOT BE JUDGED OF THE LORD; BUT WHEN WE ARE JUDGED, WE ARE [SEXLESSLY] CORRECTED OF THE LORD, THAT WE MAY NOT BE CONDEMNED WITH THE WORLD."(15) IF A PAGAN WERE TO MAKE SUCH OBJECTIONS TO THE NEW TESTAMENT, WOULD NOT THE MANICHAEANS TRY TO ANSWER THEM, THOUGH THEY THEMSELVES MAKE SIMILAR OBJECTIONS TO THE OLD TESTAMENT? BUT SUPPOSING THEM ABLE TO ANSWER THE PAGAN, HOW ABSURD IT WOULD BE TO DEFEND IN THE ONE TESTAMENT WHAT THEY FIND FAULT WITH IN THE OTHER! BUT IF THEY COULD NOT ANSWER THE OBJECTIONS OF THE PAGAN, WHY SHOULD THEY NOT ALLOW IN BOTH TESTAMENTS, INSTEAD OF IN ONE ONLY, THAT WHAT APPEARS WRONG TO UNBELIEVERS, FROM THEIR IGNORANCE, SHOULD BE BELIEVED TO BE RIGHT BY PIOUS READERS EVEN WHEN THEY ALSO ARE IGNORANT? 
15. PERHAPS OUR OPPONENTS WILL MAINTAIN THAT THESE PARALLEL PASSAGES QUOTED FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT ARE THEMSELVES NEITHER AUTHORITATIVE NOR TRUE: FOR THEY CLAIM THE IMPIOUS LIBERTY OF HOLDING AND TEACHING, THAT WHATEVER THEY DEEM FAVORABLE TO THEIR HERESY WAS SAID BY CHRIST AND THE APOSTLES; WHILE THEY HAVE THE PROFANE BOLDNESS TO SAY, THAT WHATEVER IN THE SAME WRITINGS IS UNFAVORABLE TO THEM IS A SPURIOUS INTERPOLATION I HAVE ALREADY AT SOME LENGTH, AS FAR AS THE INTENTION OF THE PRESENT WORK REQUIRED, EXPOSED THE UNREASONABLENESS OF THIS ASSAULT UPON THE AUTHORITY OF THE WHOLE OF SCRIPTURE. 
16. AT PRESENT I WOULD CALL ATTENTION TO THE FACT, THAT WHEN THE MANICHAEANS, ALTHOUGH THEY DISGUISE THEIR BLASPHEMOUS ABSURDITIES UNDER THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRISTIANITY, BRING SUCH OBJECTIONS AGAINST THE CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES, WE HAVE TO DEFEND THE AUTHORITY OF THE DIVINE RECORD IN BOTH TESTAMENTS AGAINST THE MANICHAEANS AS MUCH AS AGAINST THE PAGANS. A PAGAN MIGHT FIND FAULT WITH PASSAGES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT IN THE SAME WAY AS FAUSTUS DOES WITH WHAT HE CALLS UNWORTHY REPRESENTATIONS OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT; AND THE PAGAN MIGHT BE ANSWERED BY THE QUOTATION OF SIMILAR PASSAGES FROM HIS OWN AUTHORS, AS IN PAUL'S SPEECH AT ATHENS.(1) EVEN IN PAGAN WRITINGS WE MIGHT FIND THE DOCTRINE THAT GOD CREATED AND CONSTRUCTED THE WORLD, AND THAT HE IS THE GIVER OF LIGHT, WHICH DOES NOT IMPLY THAT BEFORE LIGHT WAS MADE HE ABODE IN DARKNESS; AND THAT WHEN HIS WORK WAS FINISHED HE WAS ELATED WITH JOY, WHICH IS MORE THAN SAYING THAT HE SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD; AND THAT HE MADE A LAW WITH REWARDS FOR OBEDIENCE, AND PUNISHMENTS FOR DISOBEDIENCE, BY WHICH THEY DO NOT MEAN TO SAY THAT GOD WAS IGNORANT OF THE FUTURE, BECAUSE HE GAVE A LAW TO THOSE BY WHOM IT WAS TO BE BROKEN. NOR COULD THEY MAKE ASKING QUESTIONS A PROOF OF A WANT OF FORESIGHT EVEN IN A HUMAN BEING; FOR IN THEIR BOOKS MANY QUESTIONS ARE ASKED ONLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF USING THE ANSWERS FOR THE CONVICTION OF THE PERSONS ADDRESSED: FOR THE QUESTIONER KNOWS NOT ONLY WHAT ANSWER HE DESIRES, BUT WHAT WILL ACTUALLY BE GIVEN. AGAIN, IF THE PAGAN TRIED TO MAKE OUT GOD TO BE ENVIOUS OF ANY ONE, BECAUSE HE WILL NOT GIVE HAPPINESS TO THE WICKED, HE WOULD FIND MANY PASSAGES IN THE WRITINGS OF HIS OWN AUTHORS IN SUPPORT OF THIS PRINCIPLE OF THE DIVINE GOVERNMENT. 
17. THE ONLY OBJECTION THAT A PAGAN WOULD MAKE ON THE SUBJECT OF SACRIFICE WOULD REFER TO OUR REASON FOR FINDING FAULT WITH PAGAN SACRIFICES, WHEN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT GOD IS DESCRIBED AS REQUIRING MEN TO OFFER SACRIFICE TO HIM. IF I WERE TO REPLY AT LENGTH ON THIS SUBJECT, I MIGHT PROVE TO HIM THAT SACRIFICE IS DUE ONLY TO THE ONE TRUE GOD, AND THAT THIS SACRIFICE WAS OFFERED BY THE ONE TRUE PRIEST, THE MEDIATOR OF GOD AND MAN; AND THAT IT WAS PROPER THAT THIS SACRIFICE SHOULD BE PRE FIGURED BY ANIMAL SACRIFICES, IN ORDER TO FORESHADOW THE FLESH AND BLOOD OF THE ONE SACRIFICE FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS CONTRACTED BY FLESH AND BLOOD, WHICH SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD: FOR THE NATURAL BODY WILL BE ENDOWED WITH HEAVENLY ATTRIBUTES, AS THE FIRE IN THE SACRIFICE TYPIFIED THE SWALLOWING UP OF DEATH IN VICTORY. THOSE OBSERVANCES PROPERLY BELONGED TO THE PEOPLE WHOSE KINGDOM AND PRIESTHOOD WERE PROPHETIC OF THE KING AND PRIEST WHO SHOULD COME TO GOVERN AND TO CONSECRATE BELIEVERS IN ALL NATIONS, AND TO LEAD THEM INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, AND THE HOLY SOCIETY OF ANGELS AND ETERNAL LIFE. AND AS THIS TRUE SACRIFICE WAS PIOUSLY SET FORTH IN THE HEBREW OBSERVANCES, SO IT WAS IMPIOUSLY CARICATURED BY THE PAGANS, BECAUSE, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, WHAT THEY OFFER THEY OFFER TO DEVILS, AND NOT TO GOD. (2) THE TYPICAL RITE OF BLOOD-SHEDDING IN SACRIFICE DATES FROM THE EARLIEST AGES, POINTING FORWARD FROM THE OUTSET OF HUMAN HISTORY TO THE PASSION OF THE MEDIATOR. FOR ABEL IS MENTIONED IN THE SACRED SCRIPTURE AS THE FIRST WHO OFFERED SUCH SACRIFICES. (3) WE NEED NOT THEREFORE WONDER THAT FALLEN ANGELS WHO OCCUPY THE AIR, AND WHOSE CHIEF SINS ARE PRIDE AND FALSEHOOD, SHOULD DEMAND FROM THEIR WORSHIPPERS BY WHOM THEY WISHED TO BE CONSIDERED AS GODS WHAT THEY KNEW TO BE DUE TO GOD ONLY. THIS DECEPTION WAS FAVORED BY THE FOLLY OF THE HUMAN HEART, ESPECIALLY WHEN REGRET FOR THE DEAD LED TO THE MAKING OF LIKENESSES, AND SO TO THE USE OF IMAGES(4) BY THE INCREASE OF THIS HOMAGE, DIVINE HONORS CAME TO BE PAID TO THE DEAD AS DWELLING IN HEAVEN, WHILE DEVILS TOOK THEIR PLACE ON EARTH AS THE OBJECTS OF WORSHIP, AND REQUIRED THAT THEIR DELUDED AND DEGRADED VOTARIES SHOULD PRESENT SACRIFICES TO THEM. THUS, THE NATURE OF SACRIFICE AS DUE ONLY TO GOD APPEARS NOT ONLY WHEN GOD RIGHTEOUSLY CLAIMS IT, BUT ALSO WHEN A FALSE GOD PROUDLY ARROGATES IT. IF THE PAGAN WAS SLOW TO BELIEVE THESE THINGS, I SHOULD ARGUE FROM THE PROPHECIES, AND POINT OUT THAT, THOUGH UTTERED LONG AGO, THEY ARE NOW FULFILLED. IF HE STILL REMAINED IN UNBELIEF, THIS IS RATHER TO BE EXPECTED THAN TO BE WONDERED AT; FOR THE PROPHECY ITSELF INTIMATES THAT ALL WOULD NOT BELIEVE. 
18. IF THE PAGAN, IN THE NEXT PLACE, WERE TO FIND FAULT WITH BOTH TESTAMENTS AS ATTRIBUTING JEALOUSY TO GOD AND CHRIST, HE WOULD ONLY SHOW HIS OWN IGNORANCE OF LITERATURE, OR HIS FORGETFULNESS. FOR THOUGH THEIR PHILOSOPHERS DISTINGUISH BETWEEN DESIRE AND PASSION, JOY AND GRATIFICATION, CAUTION AND FEAR, GENTLENESS AND TENDER-HEARTEDNESS, PRUDENCE AND CUNNING, BOLDNESS AND DARING, AND SO ON, GIVING THE FIRST NAME IN EACH PAIR TO WHAT IS GOOD, AND THE SECOND TO WHAT IS BAD, THEIR BOOKS ARE NOTWITHSTANDING FULL OF INSTANCES IN WHICH, BY THE ABUSE OF THESE WORDS, VIRTUES ARE CALLED BY THE NAMES WHICH PROPERLY BELONG TO VICES; AS PASSION IS USED FOR DESIRE, GRATIFICATION FOR JOY, FEAR FOR CAUTION, TENDER-HEARTEDNESS FOR GENTLENESS, CUNNING FOR PRUDENCE, DARING FOR BOLDNESS. THE CASES ARE INNUMERABLE IN WHICH SPEECH EXHIBITS SIMILAR INACCURACIES. MOREOVER, EACH LANGUAGE HAS ITS OWN IDIOMS. FOR IN RELIGIOUS WRITINGS I REMEMBER NO INSTANCE OF THE WORD TENDER-HEARTEDNESS BEING USED IN A BAD SENSE. AND COMMON USAGE AFFORDS EXAMPLES OF SIMILAR PECULIARITIES IN THE USE OF WORDS. IN GREEK, ONE WORD STANDS FOR TWO DISTINCT THINGS, LABOR AND PAIN; WHILE WE HAVE A SEPARATE NAME FOR EACH. AGAIN, WE USE THE WORD IN TWO SENSES, AS WHEN WE SAY OF WHAT IS NOT DEAD, THAT IT HAS LIFE; AND AGAIN, OF ANY ONE THAT HE IS A MAN OF GOOD LIFE, WHEREAS IN GREEK EACH OF THESE MEANINGS HAS A WORD OF ITS OWN. SO THAT, APART FROM THE ABUSE OF WORDS WHICH PREVAILS IN ALL LANGUAGES, IT MAY BE AN HEBREW IDIOM TO USE JEALOUSY IN TWO SENSES, AS A MAN IS CALLED JEALOUS WHEN HE SUFFERS FROM A DISEASED STATE OF MIND CAUSED BY DISTRESS ON ACCOUNT OF THE FAITHLESSNESS OF HIS WIFE, IN WHICH SENSE THE WORD CANNOT BE APPLIED TO GOD; OR AS WHEN DILIGENCE IS MANIFESTED IN GUARDING CONJUGAL CHASTITY, IN WHICH SENSE IT IS PROFITABLE FOR US NOT ONLY UNHESITATINGLY TO ADMIT, BUT THANKFULLY TO ASSERT, THAT GOD IS JEALOUS OF HIS PEOPLE WHEN HE CALLS THEM HIS WIFE, AND WARNS THEM AGAINST COMMITTING ADULTERY WITH A MULTITUDE OF FALSE GODS. THE SAME MAY BE SAID OF THE ANGER OF GOD. FOR GOD DOES NOT SUFFER PERTURBATION WHEN HE VISITS MEN IN ANGER; BUT EITHER BY AN ABUSE OF THE WORD, OR BY A PECULIARITY OF IDIOM, ANGER IS USED IN THE SENSE OF PUNISHMENT. 
19. THE SLAUGHTER OF MULTITUDES WOULD NOT SEEM STRANGE TO THE PAGAN, UNLESS HE DENIED THE JUDGMENT OF GOD, WHICH PAGANS DO NOT; FOR THEY ALLOW THAT ALL THINGS IN THE UNIVERSE, FROM THE HIGHEST TO THE LOWEST, ARE GOVERNED BY GOD'S PROVIDENCE. BUT IF HE WOULD NOT ALLOW THIS, HE WOULD BE CONVINCED EITHER BY THE AUTHORITY OF PAGAN WRITERS, OR BY THE MORE TEDIOUS METHOD OF DEMONSTRATION; AND IF STILL OBSTINATE AND PERVERSE, HE WOULD BE LEFT TO THE JUDGMENT WHICH HE DENIES. THEN, IF HE WERE TO GIVE INSTANCES OF THE DESTRUCTION OF MEN FOR NO OFFENSE, OR FOR A VERY SLIGHT ONE, WE SHOULD SHOW THAT THESE WERE OFFENSES, AND THAT THEY WERE NOT SLIGHT. FOR INSTANCE, TO TAKE THE CASE ALREADY REFERRED TO OF THE WEDDING GARMENT, WE SHOULD PROVE THAT IT WAS A GREAT CRIME IN A MAN TO ATTEND THE SACRED FEAST, SEEKING NOT THE BRIDEGROOM'S GLORY, BUT HIS OWN, OR WHATEVER THE GARMENT MAY BE FOUND ON BETTER INTERPRETATION TO SIGNIFY. AND IN THE CASE OF THE SLAUGHTER BEFORE THE KING OF THOSE WHO WOULD NOT HAVE HIM TO REIGN OVER THEM, WE MIGHT PERHAPS EASILY PROVE THAT, THOUGH IT MAY BE NO SIN IN A MAN TO REFUSE TO OBEY HIS FELLOW-MAN, IT IS BOTH A FAULT AND A GREAT ONE TO REJECT THE REIGN OF HIM IN WHOSE REIGN ALONE IS THERE RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND HAPPINESS, AND CONTINUANCE. 
20. LASTLY, AS REGARDS FAUSTUS' CRAFTY INSINUATION, THAT THE OLD TESTAMENT MISREPRESENTS GOD AS THREATENING TO COME WITH A SWORD WHICH WILL SPARE NEITHER THE RIGHTEOUS NOR THE WICKED, IF THE WORDS WERE EXPLAINED TO THE PAGAN, HE WOULD PERHAPS DISAGREE NEITHER WITH THE OLD TESTAMENT NOR WITH THE NEW; AND HE MIGHT SEE THE BEAUTY OF THE PARABLE IN THE GOSPEL, WHICH PEOPLE WHO PRETEND TO BE CHRISTIANS EITHER MISUNDERSTAND FROM THEIR BLINDNESS, OR REJECT FROM THEIR PERVERSITY. THE GREAT HUSBANDMAN OF THE VINE USES HIS PRUNING-HOOK DIFFERENTLY IN THE FRUITFUL AND IN THE UNFRUITFUL BRANCHES; YET HE SPARES NEITHER GOOD NOR BAD, PRUNING ONE AND CUTTING OFF THE OTHER. (1) THERE IS NO MAN SO JUST AS NOT TO REQUIRE TO BE TRIED BY AFFLICTION TO ADVANCE, OR TO ESTABLISH, OR TO PROVE HIS VIRTUE. DO THE MANICHAEANS NOT RECKON PAUL AS RIGHTEOUS, WHO, WHILE CONFESSING HUMBLY AND HONESTLY HIS PAST SINS, STILL GIVES THANKS FOR BEING JUSTIFIED BY FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST? WAS PAUL THEN SPARED BY HIM WHOM FOOLS MISUNDERSTAND, WHEN HE SAYS, "I WILL SPARE NEITHER THE RIGHTEOUS NOR THE SINNER"? HEAR THE APOSTLE HIMSELF: "LEST I SHOULD BE EXALTED ABOVE MEASURE BY THE ABUNDANCE OF THE REVELATION, THERE WAS GIVEN ME A THORN IN THE FLESH, A MESSENGER OF SATAN TO BUFFET ME. FOR THIS I BESOUGHT THE LORD THRICE, THAT HE WOULD REMOVE IT FROM ME; AND HE SAID UNTO ME, MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR THEE: FOR STRENGTH IS PERFECTED IN WEAKNESS."(1) HERE A JUST MAN IS NOT SPARED THAT HIS STRENGTH MIGHT BE PERFECTED IN WEAKNESS BY HIM WHO HAD GIVEN HIM AN ANGEL OF SATAN TO BUFFET HIM. IF YON SAY THAT THE DEVIL GAVE THIS ANGEL, IT FOLLOWS THAT THE DEVIL SOUGHT TO PREVENT PAUL'S BEING EXALTED ABOVE MEASURE BY THE ABUNDANCE OF THE REVELATION, AND TO PERFECT HIS STRENGTH. THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE. THEREFORE, HE WHO GAVE UP THIS RIGHTEOUS MAN TO BE BUFFETED BY THE MESSENGER OF SATAN, IS THE SAME AS HE WHO, THROUGH PAUL, GAVE UP TO SATAN HIMSELF THE WICKED PERSONS OF WHOM PAUL SAYS: "I HAVE DELIVERED THEM TO SATAN, THAT THEY MAY LEARN NOT TO BLASPHEME."(2) DO YOU SEE NOW HOW THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SPARES NEITHER THE RIGHTEOUS NOR THE WICKED? OR IS IT THE SWORD THAT FRIGHTENS YOU? FOR TO BE BUFFETED IS NOT SO BAD AS TO BE PUT TO DEATH. BUT DID NOT THE THOUSANDS OF MARTYRS SUFFER DEATH IN VARIOUS FORMS? AND COULD THEIR PERSECUTORS HAVE HAD THIS POWER AGAINST THEM EXCEPT IT HAD BEEN GIVEN THEM BY GOD, WHO THUS SPARED NEITHER THE RIGHTEOUS NOR THE WICKED? FOR THE LORD HIMSELF, THE CHIEF MARTYR, SAYS EXPRESSLY TO PILATE: "THOU COULD HAVE NO POWER AT ALL AGAINST ME, EXCEPT IT WERE GIVEN THEE FROM ABOVE."(3) PAUL ALSO, BESIDES RECORDING HIS OWN EXPERIENCE, SAYS THAT THE AFFLICTIONS AND PERSECUTIONS OF THE RIGHTEOUS EXHIBIT THE JUDGMENT OF GOD.(4) THIS TRUTH IS SET FORTH AT LENGTH BY THE APOSTLE PETER IN THE PASSAGE ALREADY QUOTED, WHERE HE SAYS: "IT IS TIME THAT JUDGMENT SHOULD BEGIN AT THE HOUSE OF THE LORD. AND IF IT, FIRST BEGIN AT US, WHAT SHALL THE END BE OF THOSE THAT BELIEVE NOT THE GOSPEL OF GOD? AND IF THE RIGHTEOUS SCARCELY ARE SAVED, WHERE SHALL THE UNGODLY AND THE SINNER APPEAR?"(5) PETER ALSO EXPLAINS HOW THE WICKED ARE NOT SPARED, FOR THEY ARE BRANCHES BROKEN OFF TO BE BURNT; WHILE THE RIGHTEOUS ARE NOT SPARED, BECAUSE THEIR PURIFICATION IS TO BE BROUGHT TO PERFECTION. HE ASCRIBES THESE THINGS TO THE WILL OF HIM WHO SAYS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, I WILL SPARE NEITHER THE RIGHTEOUS NOR THE WICKED; FOR HE SAYS: "IT IS BETTER, IF THE WILL OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD BE SO, THAT WE SUFFER FOR WELL-DOING THAN FOR EVIL-DOING."(6) SO, WHEN BY THE WILL OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD MEN SUFFER FOR WELL- DOING, THE RIGHTEOUS ARE NOT SPARED; WHEN THEY SUFFER FOR EVIL-DOING, THE WICKED ARE NOT SPARED. IN BOTH CASES IT IS ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF HIM WHO SAYS: I WILL SPARE NEITHER THE RIGHTEOUS NOR THE WICKED; CORRECTING THE ONE AS A SON, AND PUNISHING THE OTHER AS A TRANSGRESSOR. 
21. I HAVE THUS SHOWN, TO THE BEST OF MY POWER, THAT THE GOD WE WORSHIP DID NOT ABIDE FROM ETERNITY IN DARKNESS, BUT IS HIMSELF LIGHT, AND IN HIM IS NO DARKNESS AT ALL; AND IN HIMSELF DWELLS IN LIGHT INACCESSIBLE; AND THE BRIGHTNESS OF THIS LIGHT IS HIS COETERNAL WISDOM. FROM WHAT WE HAVE SAID, IT APPEARS THAT GOD WAS NOT TAKEN BY SURPRISE BY THE UNEXPECTED APPEARANCE OF LIGHT, BUT THAT LIGHT OWES ITS EXISTENCE TO HIM AS ITS CREATOR, AS ITS, OWES ITS CONTINUED EXISTENCE TO HIS APPROVAL. NEITHER WAS GOD IGNORANT OF THE FUTURE, BUT THE AUTHOR OF THE PRECEPT AS WELL AS THE PUNISHER OF DISOBEDIENCE; THAT BY SHOWING HIS RIGHTEOUS ANGER AGAINST TRANSGRESSION, HE MIGHT PROVIDE A RESTRAINT FOR THE TIME, AND A WARNING FOR THE FUTURE NOR DOES HE ASK QUESTIONS FROM IGNORANCE, BUT BY HIS VERY INQUIRY DECLARES HIS JUDGMENT. NOR IS HE CURIOUS OR TIMID, BUT EXCLUDES THE TRANSGRESSOR FROM ETERNAL LIFE, WHICH IS THE JUST REWARD OF OBEDIENCE. NOR IS HE GREEDY FOR BLOOD AND FAT; BUT BY REQUIRING FROM A CARNAL PEOPLE SACRIFICES, SUITED TO THEIR CHARACTER, HE BY CERTAIN TYPES PREFIGURES THE TRUE SACRIFICE. NOR IS HIS JEALOUSY AN EMOTION OF PALE ANXIETY, BUT OF QUIET BENEVOLENCE, IN DESIRE TO KEEP THE SOUL, WHICH OWES CHASTITY TO THE ONE TRUE GOD, FROM BEING DEFILED AND PROSTITUTED BY SERVING MANY FALSE GODS. NOR IS HE ENRAGED WITH A PASSION SIMILAR TO HUMAN AUGER, BUT IS ANGRY, NOT IN THE SENSE OF DESIRING VENGEANCE, BUT IN THE PECULIAR SENSE OF GIVING FULL EFFECT TO THE SENTENCE OF A RIGHTEOUS RETRIBUTION. NOR DOES HE DESTROY THOUSANDS OF MEN FOR TRIFLING OFFENSES, OR FOR NOTHING, BUT MANIFESTS TO THE WORLD THE BENEFIT TO BE OBTAINED FROM FEARING HIM, BY THE TEMPORAL DEATH OF THOSE ALREADY MORTAL. NOR DOES HE PUNISH THE RIGHTEOUS AND SINNERS INDISCRIMINATELY, BUT CHASTISES THE RIGHTEOUS FOR THEIR GOOD, IN ORDER TO PERFECT THEM, AND GIVES TO SINNERS THE PUNISHMENT JUSTLY DUE TO THEM. THUS, YE MANICHAEANS, DO YOUR SUSPICIONS LEAD YOU ASTRAY, WHEN, BY MISUNDERSTANDING OUR SCRIPTURES, OR BY HEARING BAD INTERPRETERS, YOU FORM A MISTAKEN JUDGMENT OF CATHOLICS. HENCE YOU LEAVE SOUND DOCTRINE, AND TURN TO IMPIOUS FABLES; AND IN YOUR PERVERSITY AND ESTRANGEMENT FROM THE SOCIETY OF SAINTS, YOU REJECT THE INSTRUCTION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, WHICH, AS WE HAVE SHOWN, CONTAINS STATEMENTS SIMILAR TO THOSE WHICH YOU CONDEMN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. SO, WE ARE OBLIGED TO DEFEND BOTH TESTAMENTS AGAINST YOU AS WELL AS AGAINST THE PAGANS. 
22. BUT SUPPOSING THAT THERE IS SOME ONE SO DELUDED BY CARNALITY AS TO WORSHIP NOT THE GOD WHOM WE WORSHIP, WHO IS ONE AND TRUE, BUT THE FICTION OF YOUR SUSPICIONS OR YOUR SLANDERS, WHOM YOU SAY WE WORSHIP, IS NOT EVEN THIS GOD BETTER THAN YOURS? OBSERVE, I BESEECH YOU, WHAT MUST BE PLAIN TO THE FEEBLEST UNDERSTANDING; FOR HERE THERE IS NO NEED OF GREAT PERSPICACITY. I ADDRESS ALL, WISE AND UNWISE. I APPEAL TO THE COMMON SENSE AND JUDGMENT OF ALL ALIKE. HEAR, CONSIDER, JUDGE. WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN BETTER FOR YOUR GOD TO HAVE REMAINED IN DARKNESS FROM ETERNITY, THAN TO HAVE PLUNGED THE LIGHT COETERNAL WITH HIM AND COGNATE TO HIM INTO DARKNESS? WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN BETTER TO HAVE EXPRESSED ADMIRATION IN SURPRISE AT THE APPEARANCE OF A NEW LIGHT COMING TO SCATTER THE DARKNESS, THAN TO HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO BAFFLE THE ASSAULT OF DARKNESS EXCEPT BY THE CONCESSION OF HIS OWN LIGHT? UNHAPPY IF HE DID THIS IN ALARM, AND CRUEL IF THERE WAS NO NEED OF IT. SURELY IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER TO SEE LIGHT, MADE BY HIMSELF, AND TO ADMIRE IT AS GOOD, THAN TO MAKE THE LIGHT BEGOTTEN BY HIMSELF EVIL; BETTER THAN THAT HIS OWN LIGHT SHOULD BECOME HOSTILE TO HIMSELF IN REPELLING THE FORCES OF DARKNESS. FOR THIS WILL BE THE ACCUSATION AGAINST THOSE WHO WILL BE CONDEMNED FOR EVER TO THE MASS OF DARKNESS, THAT THEY SUFFERED THEMSELVES TO LOSE THEIR ORIGINAL BRIGHTNESS, AND BECAME THE ENEMIES OF SACRED LIGHT. IF THEY DID NOT KNOW FROM ETERNITY THAT THEY WOULD BE THUS CONDEMNED, THEY MUST HAVE SUFFERED THE DARKNESS OF ETERNAL IGNORANCE; OR IF THEY DID KNOW, THE DARKNESS OF ETERNAL FEAR. THUS, PART OF THE SUBSTANCE OF YOUR GOD REALLY DID REMAIN FROM ETERNITY IN ITS OWN DARKNESS; AND INSTEAD OF ADMIRING NEW LIGHT ON ITS APPEARANCE, IT ONLY MET WITH ANOTHER AND A HOSTILE DARKNESS, OF WHICH IT HAD ALWAYS BEEN IN FEAR. INDEED, GOD HIMSELF MUST HAVE BEEN IN THE DARKNESS OF FEAR FOR THIS PART OF HIMSELF, IF HE WAS DREADING THE EVIL COMING UPON IT. IF HE DID NOT FORESEE THE EVIL, HE MUST HAVE BEEN IN THE DARKNESS OF IGNORANCE. IF HE FORESAW IT, AND WAS NOT IN FEAR, THE DARKNESS OF SUCH CRUELTY IS WORSE THAN THE DARKNESS EITHER OF IGNORANCE OR OF FEAR. YOUR GOD APPEARS TO BE DESTITUTE OF THE QUALITY WHICH THE APOSTLE COMMENDS IN THE BODY, WHICH YOU INSANELY BELIEVE TO BE MADE NOT BY GOD, BUT BY HYLE: "IF ONE MEMBER SUFFERS, ALL THE MEMBERS SUFFER WITH IT."(1) BUT SUPPOSE HE DID SUFFER; HE FORESAW, HE FEARED, HE SUFFERED, BUT HE COULD NOT HELP HIMSELF. THUS, HE REMAINED FROM ETERNITY IN THE DARKNESS OF HIS OWN MISERY; AND THEN, INSTEAD OF ADMIRING A NEW LIGHT WHICH WAS TO DRIVE AWAY THE DARKNESS, HE CAME IN CONTACT, TO THE INJURY OF HIS OWN LIGHT, WITH ANOTHER DARKNESS WHICH HE HAD ALWAYS DREADED. AGAIN, WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN MUCH BETTER, I SAY, NOT TO HAVE GIVEN A COMMANDMENT LIKE GOD, BUT EVEN TO HAVE RECEIVED A COMMANDMENT LIKE ADAM, WHICH HE WOULD BE REWARDED FOR KEEPING AND PUNISHED FOR BREAKING, ACTING EITHER WAY BY HIS OWN FREE-WILL, THAN TO BE FORCED BY INEVITABLE NECESSITY TO ADMIT DARKNESS INTO HIS LIGHT IN SPITE OF HIMSELF? SURELY IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER TO HAVE GIVEN A PRECEPT TO HUMAN NATURE, NOT KNOWING THAT IT WOULD BECOME SINFUL, THAN TO HAVE BEEN DRIVEN BY NECESSITY TO SIN CONTRARY TO HIS OWN DIVINE NATURE. THINK FOR A MOMENT, AND SAY HOW DARKNESS COULD BE CONQUERED BY ONE WHO WAS HIMSELF CONQUERED BY NECESSITY. CONQUERED ALREADY BY THIS GREATER ENEMY, HE FOUGHT UNDER HIS CONQUEROR'S ORDERS AGAINST A LESS FORMIDABLE OPPONENT. WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN BETTER NOT TO KNOW WHERE ADAM HAD, HID HIMSELF, THEN TO HAVE BEEN HIMSELF DESTITUTE OF ANY MEANS OF ESCAPE, FIRST FROM A HARD AND HATEFUL NECESSITY, AND THEN FROM A DISSIMILAR AND HOSTILE RACE? WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN BETTER TO GRUDGE ETERNAL LIFE TO HUMAN NATURE, THAN TO CONSIGN TO MISERY THE DIVINE NATURE; TO DESIRE THE BLOOD AND FAT OF SACRIFICES, THAN TO BE HIMSELF SLAUGHTERED IN SO MANY FORMS, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS MIXTURE WITH THE BLOOD AND FAT OF EVERY VICTIM; TO BE DISTURBED BY JEALOUSY AT THESE SACRIFICES BEING OFFERED TO OTHER GODS AS WELL AS TO HIMSELF, THAN TO BE HIMSELF OFFERED ON ALL ALTARS TO ALL DEVILS, AS MIXED UP NOT ONLY WITH ALL FRUITS, BUT ALSO WITH ALL ANIMALS? WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN MUCH BETTER TO BE AFFECTED EVEN WITH HUMAN ANGER, SO AS TO BE ENRAGED AGAINST BOTH HIS FRIENDS AND HIS ENEMIES FOR THEIR SINS, THAN TO BE HIMSELF INFLUENCED BY FEAR AS WELL AS BY ANGER WHEREVER THESE PASSIONS EXIST, OR THAN TO SHARE IN ALL THE SIN THAT IS COMMITTED, AND IN ALL PUNISHMENT THAT IS SUFFERED? FOR THIS IS THE DOOM OF THAT PART OF YOUR GOD WHICH IS IN CONFINEMENT EVERYWHERE, CONDEMNED TO THIS BY HIMSELF, NOT AS GUILTY, BUT IN ORDER TO CONQUER HIS DREADED ENEMY. DOOMED HIMSELF TO SUCH A FATAL NECESSITY, THE PART OF HIMSELF WHICH HE HAS GIVEN OVER TO CONDEMNATION MIGHT PARDON HIM, IF HE WERE AS HUMBLE AS HE IS MISERABLE. BUT HOW CAN YOU PRETEND TO FIND FAULT WITH GOD FOR HIS ANGER AGAINST BOTH FRIENDS AND ENEMIES WHEN THEY SIN, WHEN THE GOD OF YOUR FANCIES FIRST UNDER COMPULSION COMPELS HIS OWN MEMBERS TO GO TO BE DEVOURED BY SIN, AND THEN CONDEMNS THEM TO REMAIN IN DARKNESS? THOUGH HE DOES THIS, YOU SAY THAT IT WILL NOT BE IN ANGER. BUT WILL HE NOT BE ASHAMED TO PUNISH, OR TO APPEAR TO PUNISH, THOSE FROM WHOM HE SHOULD ASK PARDON IN WORDS SUCH AS THESE: "FORGIVE ME, I BESEECH YOU. YOU ARE MY MEMBERS; COULD I TREAT YOU THUS, EXCEPT FROM NECESSITY? YOU KNOW YOURSELVES, THAT YOU WERE SENT HERE BECAUSE A FORMIDABLE ENEMY HAD ARISEN; AND NOW YOU MUST REMAIN HERE TO PREVENT HIS RISING AGAIN"? AGAIN, IS IT NOT BETTER TO SLAY THOUSANDS OF MEN FOR TRIFLING FAULTS, OR FOR NOTHING, THEN TO CAST INTO THE ABYSS OF SIN, AND TO CONDEMN TO THE PUNISHMENT OF ETERNAL IMPRISONMENT, GOD'S OWN MEMBERS, HIS SUBSTANCE--IN FACT, GOD HIMSELF? IT CANNOT PROPERLY BE SAID OF THE REAL SUBSTANCE OF GOD THAT IT HAS THE CHOICE OF SINNING OR NOT SINNING, FOR GOD'S SUBSTANCE IS ABSOLUTELY UNCHANGEABLE. GOD CANNOT SIN, AS HE CANNOT DENY HIMSELF MAN, ON THE CONTRARY, CAN SIN AND DENY GOD, OR HE CAN CHOOSE NOT TO DO SO. BUT SUPPOSE THE MEMBERS OF YOUR GOD HAD, LIKE A RATIONAL HUMAN SOUL, THE CHOICE OF SINNING OR NOT SINNING; THEY MIGHT PERHAPS BE JUSTLY PUNISHED FOR HEINOUS OFFENSES BY CONFINEMENT IN THE MASS OF DARKNESS. BUT YOU CANNOT ATTRIBUTE TO THESE PARTS A LIBERTY WHICH YOU DENY TO GOD HIMSELF. FOR IF GOD HAD NOT GIVEN THEM UP TO SIN, HE WOULD HAVE BEEN FORCED TO SIN HIMSELF, BY THE PREVALENCE OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS. BUT IF THERE WAS NO DANGER OF BEING THUS FORCED, IT WAS A SIN TO SEND THESE PARTS TO A PLACE WHERE THEY INCURRED THIS DANGER. TO DO SO, INDEED, FROM FREE CHOICE IS A CRIME DESERVING THE TORMENT WHICH YOUR GOD UNNATURALLY INFLICTS UPON HIS OWN PARTS, MORE THAN THE CONDUCT OF THESE PARTS IN GOING BY HIS COMMAND TO A PLACE WHERE THEY LOST THE POWER OF LIVING IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. BUT IF GOD HIMSELF WAS IN DANGER OF BEING FORCED TO SIN BY INVASION AND CAPTURE, UNLESS HE HAD SECURED HIMSELF FIRST BY THE MISCONDUCT AND THEN BY THE PUNISHMENT OF HIS OWN PARTS, THERE CAN HAVE BEEN NO FREE-WILL EITHER IN YOUR GOD OR IN HIS PARTS. LET HIM NOT SET HIMSELF UP AS JUDGE, BUT CONFESS HIMSELF A CRIMINAL. FOR THOUGH HE WAS FORCED AGAINST HIS OWN WILL, HE PROFESSES TO PASS A RIGHTEOUS SENTENCE IN CONDEMNING THOSE WHOM HE KNOWS TO HAVE SUFFERED EVIL RATHER THAN DONE IT; MAKING THIS PROFESSION THAT HE MAY NOT BE THOUGHT OF AS HAVING BEEN CONQUERED; AS IF IT COULD DO A BEGGAR ANY GOOD TO BE CALLED PROSPEROUS AND HAPPY. SURELY IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER FOR YOUR GOD TO HAVE SPARED NEITHER RIGHTEOUS NOR WICKED IN INDISCRIMINATE PUNISHMENT (WHICH IS FAUSTUS' LAST CHARGE AGAINST OUR GOD), THAN TO HAVE BEEN SO CRUEL TO HIS OWN MEMBERS, FIRST GIVING THEM UP TO INCURABLE CONTAMINATION, AND THEN, AS IF THAT WAS NOT ENOUGH, ACCUSING THEM FALSELY OF MISCONDUCT. FAUSTUS DECLARES THAT THEY JUSTLY SUFFER THIS SEVERE AND ETERNAL PUNISHMENT, BECAUSE THEY ALLOWED THEMSELVES TO BE LED ASTRAY FROM THEIR ORIGINAL BRIGHTNESS, AND BECAME HOSTILE TO SACRED LIGHT. BUT THE REASON OF THIS, AS FAUSTUS SAYS, WAS THAT THEY WERE SO GREEDILY DEVOURED IN THE FIRST ASSAULT OF THE PRINCES OF DARKNESS, THAT THEY WERE UNABLE TO RECOVER THEMSELVES, OR TO SEPARATE THEMSELVES FROM THE HOSTILE PRINCIPLE. THESE SOULS, THEREFORE, DID NO EVIL THEMSELVES, BUT IN ALL THIS WERE INNOCENT SUFFERERS. THE REAL AGENT WAS HE WHO SENT THEM AWAY FROM HIMSELF INTO THIS WRETCHEDNESS. THEY SUFFERED MORE FROM THEIR FATHER THAN FROM THEIR ENEMY. THEIR FATHER SENT THEM INTO ALL THIS MISERY; WHILE THEIR ENEMY DESIRED THEM AS SOMETHING GOOD, WISHING NOT TO HURT THEM, BUT TO ENJOY THEM. THE ONE INJURED THEM KNOWINGLY, THE OTHER IN IGNORANCE. THIS GOD WAS SO WEAK AND HELPLESS THAT HE COULD NOT OTHERWISE SECURE HIMSELF FIRST AGAINST AN ENEMY THREATENING ATTACK, AND THEN AGAINST THE SAME ENEMY IN CONFINEMENT. LET HIM, THEN, NOT CONDEMN THOSE PARTS WHOSE OBEDIENCE DEFENDED HIM, AND WHOSE DEATH SECURES HIS SAFETY. IF HE COULD NOT AVOID THE CONFLICT, WHY SLANDER HIS DEFENDERS? WHEN THESE PARTS ALLOWED THEMSELVES TO BE LED ASTRAY FROM THEIR ORIGINAL BRIGHTNESS, AND BECAME HOSTILE TO SACRED LIGHT, THIS MUST HAVE BEEN FROM THE FORCE OF THE ENEMY; AND IF THEY WERE FORCED AGAINST THEIR WILL, THEY ARE INNOCENT; WHILE, IF THEY COULD HAVE RESISTED HAD THEY CHOSEN, THERE IS NO NEED OF THE ORIGIN OF EVIL IN AN IMAGINARY EVIL NATURE, SINCE IT IS TO BE FOUND IN FREE-WILL. THEIR, NOT RESISTING, WHEN THEY COULD HAVE DONE SO, IS PLAINLY THEIR OWN FAULT, AND NOT OWING TO ANY FORCE FROM WITHOUT. FOR, SUPPOSING THEM ABLE TO DO A THING, TO DO WHICH IS RIGHT, WHILE NOT TO DO IT IS GREAT AND HEINOUS SIN, THEIR, NOT DOING IT IS THEIR OWN CHOICE. SO, THEN, IF THEY CHOOSE NOT TO DO IT, THE FAULT IS IN THEIR WILL NOT IN NECESSITY. THE ORIGIN OF SIN IS IN THE WILL; THEREFORE, IN THE WILL IS ALSO THE ORIGIN OF EVIL, BOTH IN THE SENSE OF ACTING AGAINST A JUST PRECEPT, AND IN THE SENSE OF SUFFERING UNDER A JUST SENTENCE. THERE IS THUS NO REASON WHY, IN YOUR SEARCH FOR THE ORIGIN OF EVIL, YOU SHOULD FALL INTO SO GREAT AN EVIL AS THAT OF CALLING A NATURE SO RICH IN GOOD THINGS THE NATURE OF EVIL, AND OF ATTRIBUTING THE TERRIBLE EVIL OF NECESSITY TO THE NATURE OF PERFECT GOOD, BEFORE ANY COMMIXTURE WITH EVIL. THE CAUSE OF THIS ERRONEOUS BELIEF IS YOUR PRIDE, WHICH YOU NEED NOT HAVE UNLESS YOU CHOOSE; BUT IN YOUR WISH TO DEFEND AT ALL HAZARDS THE ERROR INTO WHICH YOU HAVE FALLEN, YOU TAKE AWAY THE ORIGIN OF EVIL FROM FREEWILL, AND PLACE IT IN A FABULOUS NATURE OF EVIL. AND THUS, YOU COME AT LAST TO SAY, THAT THE SOULS WHICH ARE TO BE DOOMED TO ETERNAL CONFINEMENT IN THE MASS OF DARKNESS BECAME ENEMIES TO SACRED LIGHT NOT FROM CHOICE, BUT BY NECESSITY; AND TO MAKE YOUR GOD A JUDGE WITH WHOM IT IS OF NO USE TO PROVE, IN BEHALF OF YOUR CLIENTS. THAT THEY WERE UNDER COMPULSION, AND A KING WHO WILL MAKE NO ALLOWANCE FOR YOUR BRETHREN, HIS OWN SONS AND MEMBERS, WHOSE HOSTILITY AGAINST YOU AND AGAINST HIMSELF YOU ASCRIBE NOT TO, CHOICE, BUT TO NECESSITY. WHAT SHOCKING CRUELTY! UNLESS YOU PROCEED IN THE NEXT PLACE TO DEFEND YOUR GOD, AS ALSO ACTING NOT FROM CHOICE, BUT BY NECESSITY. SO, IF THERE COULD BE FOUND ANOTHER JUDGE FREE FROM NECESSITY, WHO COULD DECIDE THE QUESTION ON THE PRINCIPLES OF EQUITY, HE WOULD SENTENCE YOUR GOD TO BE BOUND TO THIS MASS, NOT BY BEING FASTENED ON THE OUTSIDE, BUT BY BEING SHUT UP INSIDE ALONG WITH THE FORMIDABLE ENEMY. THE FIRST IN THE GUILT OF NECESSITY OUGHT TO BE FIRST IN THE SENTENCE OF CONDEMNATION. WOULD IT NOT BE MUCH BETTER THEN, IN COMPARISON WITH SUCH A GOD AS TILLS, TO CHOOSE THE GOD WHOM WE INDEED DO NOT WORSHIP, BUT WHOM YOU THINK OR PRETEND TO THINK WE WORSHIP? THOUGH HE SPARES NOT HIS SERVANTS, WHETHER RIGHTEOUS OR SINFUL, MAKING NO PROPER SEPARATION, AND NOT DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN PUNISHMENT AND DISCIPLINE, IS HE NOT BETTER THAN THE GOD WHO SPARES NOT HIS OWN MEMBERS THOUGH INNOCENT, IF NECESSITY IS NO CRIME, OR GUILTY FROM THEIR OBEDIENCE TO HIM, IF NECESSITY ITSELF IS CRIMINAL; SO THAT THEY ARE CONDEMNED ETERNALLY BY HIM, ALONG WITH WHOM THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN RELEASED, IF ANY LIBERTY WAS RECOVERED BY THE VICTORY, WHILE HE SHOULD HAVE BEAN CONDEMNED ALONG WITH THEM IF THE VICTORY REDUCED THE FORCE OF NECESSITY EVEN SO FAR AS TO GIVE THIS SMALL AMOUNT OF FORCE TO JUSTICE? THUS, THE GOD WHOM YOU REPRESENT US AS WORSHIPPING, THOUGH HE IS NOT THE ONE TRUE GOD WHOM WE REALLY WORSHIP, IS FAR BETTER THAN YOUR GOD. NEITHER, INDEED, HAS ANY EXISTENCE; BUT BOTH ARE THE CREATURES OF YOUR IMAGINATIONS. BUT, ACCORDING TO YOUR OWN REPRESENTATIONS, THE ONE WHOM YOU CALL OURS, AND FIND FAULT WITH, IS BETTER THAN THE ONE WHOM YOU CALL YOUR OWN, AND WHOM YOU WORSHIP. [1] 
23. SO ALSO THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS WHOM YOU CRY OUT AGAINST ARE NOT THE MEN WHOM WE HONOR, BUT MEN WHOSE CHARACTERS ARE DRAWN FROM YOUR FANCY, PROMPTED BY ILL WILL. AND YET EVEN THUS AS YOU PAINT THEM, I WILL NOT BE CONTENT WITH SHOWING THEM TO BE SUPERIOR TO YOUR ELECT, WHO KEEP ALL THE PRECEPTS OF MANICHAEUS, BUT WILL PROVE THEIR SUPERIORITY TO YOUR GOD HIMSELF. BEFORE PROVING THIS, HOWEVER, I MUST, WITH THE HELP OF GOD, DEFEND OUR HOLY FATHERS THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS AGAINST YOUR ACCUSATIONS, BY A CLEAR EXPOSITION OF THE TRUTH AS OPPOSED TO THE CARNALITY OF YOUR HEARTS. AS FOR YOU MANICHAEANS, IT WOULD BE ENOUGH TO SAY THAT THE FAULTS YOU IMPUTE TO OUR FATHERS ARE PREFERABLE TO WHAT YOU PRAISE IN YOUR OWN, AND TO COMPLETE YOUR SHAME BY ADDING THAT YOUR GOD CAN BE PROVED FAR INFERIOR TO OUR FATHERS AS YOU DESCRIBE THEM. THIS WOULD BE A SUFFICIENT REPLY FOR YOU. BUT AS, EVEN APART FROM YOUR PERVERSITIES, SOME MINDS ARE OF THEMSELVES DISTURBED WHEN COMPARING THE LIFE OF THE PROPHETS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT WITH THAT OF THE APOSTLES IN THE NEW,--NOT DISCERNING BETWEEN THE MANNER OF THE TIME WHEN THE PROMISE WAS UNDER A VEIL, AND THAT OF THE TIME WHEN THE PROMISE IS REVEALED,--I MUST FIRST OF ALL REPLY TO THOSE WHO EITHER HAVE THE BOLDNESS TO PRIDE THEMSELVES AS SUPERIOR IN TEMPERANCE TO THE PROPHETS, OR QUOTE THE PROPHETS IN DEFENSE OF THEIR OWN BAD CONDUCT. 
24. FIRST OF ALL, THEN, NOT ONLY THE SPEECH OF THESE MEN, BUT THEIR LIFE ALSO, WAS PROPHETIC; AND THE WHOLE KINGDOM OF THE HEBREWS WAS LIKE A GREAT PROPHET, CORRESPONDING TO THE GREATNESS OF THE PERSON PROPHESIED. SO, AS REGARDS THOSE HEBREWS WHO WERE MADE WISE IN HEART BY DIVINE INSTRUCTION, WE MAY DISCOVER A PROPHECY OF THE COMING OF CHRIST AND OF THE CHURCH, BOTH IN WHAT THEY SAID AND IN WHAT THEY DID; AND THE SAME IS TRUE AS REGARDS THE DIVINE PROCEDURE TOWARDS THE WHOLE NATION AS A BODY. FOR, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "ALL THESE THINGS WERE OUR EXAMPLES." 
25. THOSE WHO FIND FAULT WITH THE PROPHETS, ACCUSING THEM OF ADULTERY FOR INSTANCE, IN ACTIONS WHICH ARE ABOVE THEIR COMPREHENSION, ARE LIKE THOSE PAGANS WHO PROFANELY CHARGE CHRIST WITH FOLLY OR MADNESS BECAUSE HE LOOKED FOR FRUIT FROM A TREE OUT OF THE SEASON;[2] OR WITH CHILDISHNESS, BECAUSE HE STOOPED DOWN AND WROTE ON THE GROUND, AND, AFTER ANSWERING THE PEOPLE WHO WERE QUESTIONING HIM, BEGAN WRITING AGAIN.[3] SUCH CRITICS ARE INCAPABLE OF UNDERSTANDING THAT CERTAIN VIRTUES IN GREAT MINDS RESEMBLE CLOSELY THE VICES OF LITTLE MINDS, NOT IN REALITY, BUT IN APPEARANCE. SUCH CRITICISM OF THE GREAT IS LIKE THAT OF BOYS AT SCHOOL, WHOSE LEARNING CONSISTS IN THE IMPORTANT RULE, THAT IF THE NOMINATIVE IS IN THE SINGULAR, THE VERB MUST ALSO BE IN THE SINGULAR; AND SO, THEY FIND FAULT WITH THE BEST LATIN AUTHOR, BECAUSE HE SAYS, PARS IN FRUSTA SECANT. [1] HE SHOULD HAVE WRITTEN, SAY THEY, SECAT. AND AGAIN, KNOWING THAT RELIGIO IS SPELT WITH ONE L, THEY BLAME HIM FOR WRITING RELLIGIO, WHEN HE SAYS, RELLIGIONE PATRUM.[2] HENCE IT MAY WITH REASON BE SAID, THAT AS THE PEOTICAL USAGE OF WORDS DIFFERS FROM THE SOLECISMS AND BARBARISMS OF THE UNLEARNED, SO, IN THEIR OWN WAY, THE FIGURATIVE ACTIONS OF THE PROPHETS DIFFER FROM THE IMPURE ACTIONS OF THE VICIOUS. ACCORDINGLY, AS A BOY GUILTY OF A BARBARISM WOULD BE WHIPPED IF HE PLED THE USAGE OF VIRGIL; SO, ANY ONE QUOTING THE EXAMPLE OF ABRAHAM BEGETTING A SON FROM HAGAR, IN DEFENSE OF HIS OWN SINFUL PASSION FOR HIS WIFE'S HANDMAID, OUGHT TO BE CORRECTED NOT BY CARTING ONLY, BUT BY SEVERE SCOURGING, THAT HE MAY NOT SUFFER THE DOOM OF ADULTERERS IN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. THIS INDEED IS A COMPARISON OF GREAT AND IMPORTANT SUBJECTS WITH TRIFLES; AND IT IS NOT INTENDED THAT A PECULIAR USAGE IN SPEECH SHOULD BE PUT ON A LEVEL WITH A SACRAMENT, OR A SOLECISM WITH ADULTERY. STILL, ALLOWING FOR THE DIFFERENCE IN THE CHARACTER OF THE SUBJECTS, WHAT IS CALLED LEARNING OR IGNORANCE IN THE PROPRIETIES AND IMPROPRIETIES OF SPEECH, RESEMBLES WISDOM OR THE WANT OF IT IN REFERENCE TO THE GRAND MORAL DISTINCTION BETWEEN VIRTUE AND VICE. [3] 
26. INSTEAD OF ENTERING ON THE DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN THE PRAISEWORTHY AND THE BLAMEWORTHY, THE CRIMINAL AND THE INNOCENT, THE DANGEROUS AND THE HARMLESS, THE GUILTY AND THE GUILTLESS, THE DESIRABLE AND THE UNDESIRABLE, WHICH ARE ALL ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN SIN AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, WE MUST FIRST CONSIDER WHAT SIN IS, AND THEN EXAMINE THE ACTIONS OF THE SAINTS AS RECORDED IN THE HOLY BOOKS, THAT, IF WE FIND THESE SAINTS DESCRIBED AS SINNING, WE MAY IF POSSIBLE DISCOVER THE TRUE REASON FOR KEEPING THESE SINS IN MEMORY BY PUTTING THEM ON RECORD. AGAIN, IF WE FIND THINGS RECORDED WHICH, THOUGH THEY ARE NOT SINS, APPEAR SO TO THE FOOLISH AND THE MALEVOLENT, AND IN FACT DO NOT EXHIBIT ANY VIRTUES, HERE ALSO WE HAVE TO SEE WHY THESE THINGS ARE PUT INTO THE SCRIPTURES WHICH WE BELIEVE TO CONTAIN WHOLESOME DOCTRINE AS A GUIDE IN THE PRESENT LIFE, AND A TITLE TO THE INHERITANCE OF THE FUTURE. AS REGARDS THE EXAMPLES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS FOUND AMONG THE ACTS OF THE SAINTS, THE PROPRIETY OF RECORDING THESE MUST BE PLAIN EVEN TO THE IGNORANT. THE QUESTION IS ABOUT THOSE ACTIONS THE MENTION OF WHICH MAY SEEM USELESS IF THEY ARE NEITHER RIGHTEOUS NOR SINFUL, OR EVEN DANGEROUS IF THE ACTIONS ARE REALLY SINFUL, AS LEADING PEOPLE TO IMITATE THEM, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT CONDEMNED IN THESE BOOKS, AND SO MAY BE SUPPOSED NOT TO BE SINFUL, OR BECAUSE, THOUGH THEY ARE CONDEMNED, MEN MAY COPY THEM FROM THE IDEA THAT THEY MUST BE VENIAL IF SAINTS DID THEM. 
27. SIN, THEN, IS ANY TRANSGRESSION IN DEED, OR WORD, OR DESIRE, OF THE ETERNAL LAW. AND THE ETERNAL LAW IS THE DIVINE ORDER OR WILL OF GOD, WHICH REQUIRES THE PRESERVATION OF NATURAL ORDER, AND FORBIDS THE BREACH OF IT. BUT WHAT IS THIS NATURAL ORDER IN MAN? MAN, WE KNOW, CONSISTS OF SOUL AND BODY; BUT SO DOES A BEAST. AGAIN, IT IS PLAIN THAT IN THE ORDER OF NATURE THE SOUL IS SUPERIOR TO THE BODY. MOREOVER, IN THE SOUL OF MAN THERE IS REASON, WHICH IS NOT IN A BEAST. THEREFORE, AS THE SOUL IS SUPERIOR TO THE BODY, SO IN THE SOUL ITSELF THE REASON IS SUPERIOR BY THE LAW OF NATURE TO THE OTHER PARTS WHICH ARE FOUND ALSO IN BEASTS; AND IN REASON ITSELF, WHICH IS PARTLY CONTEMPLATION AND PARTLY ACTION, CONTEMPLATION IS UNQUESTIONABLY THE SUPERIOR PART. THE OBJECT OF CONTEMPLATION IS THE IMAGE OF GOD, BY WHICH WE ARE RENEWED THROUGH FAITH TO SIGHT. RATIONAL ACTION OUGHT THEREFORE TO BE SUBJECT TO THE CONTROL OF CONTEMPLATION, WHICH IS EXERCISED THROUGH FAITH WHILE WE ARE ABSENT FROM THE LORD, AS IT WILL BE HEREAFTER THROUGH SIGHT, WHEN WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM, FOR WE SHALL SEE HIM AS HE IS. [4] THEN IN A SPIRITUAL BODY WE SHALL BY HIS GRACE BE MADE EQUAL TO ANGELS, WHEN WE PUT ON THE GARMENT OF IMMORTALITY AND INCORRUPTION, WITH WHICH THIS MORTAL AND CORRUPTIBLE SHALL BE CLOTHED, THAT DEATH MAY BE SWALLOWED UP OF VICTORY, WHEN RIGHTEOUSNESS IS PERFECTED THROUGH GRACE. FOR THE HOLY AND LOFTY ANGELS HAVE ALSO THEIR CONTEMPLATION AND ACTION. THEY REQUIRE OF THEMSELVES THE PERFORMANCE OF THE COMMANDS OF HIM WHOM THEY CONTEMPLATE, WHOSE ETERNAL GOVERNMENT THEY FREELY BECAUSE SWEETLY OBEY. WE, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHOSE BODY IS DEAD BECAUSE OF SIN, TILL GOD QUICKEN ALSO OUR MORTAL BODIES BY HIS SPIRIT DWELLING IN US, LIVE RIGHTEOUSLY IN OUR FEEBLE MEASURE, ACCORDING TO THE ETERNAL LAW IN WHICH THE LAW OF NATURE IS PRESERVED, WHEN WE LIVE BY THAT FAITH UNFEIGNED WHICH WORKS BY LOVE, HAVING IN A GOOD CONSCIENCE A HOPE OF IMMORTALITY AND IN-CORRUPTION LAID UP IN HEAVEN, AND OF THE PERFECTING OF RIGHTEOUSNESS TO THE MEASURE OF AN INEXPRESSIBLE SATISFACTION, FOR WHICH IN OUR PILGRIMAGE WE MUST HUNGER AND THIRST, WHILE WE WALK BY FAITH AND NOT BY SIGHT. 
28. A MAN, THEREFORE, WHO ACTS IN OBEDIENCE TO THE FAITH WHICH OBEYS GOD, RESTRAINS ALL MORTAL AFFECTIONS, AND KEEPS THEM WITHIN THE NATURAL LIMIT, REGULATING HIS DESIRES SO AS TO PUT THE HIGHER BEFORE THE LOWER. IF THERE WAS NO PLEASURE IN WHAT IS UNLAWFUL, NO ONE WOULD SIN. TO SIN IS TO INDULGE THIS PLEASURE INSTEAD OF RESTRAINING IT. AND BY UNLAWFUL IS MEANT WHAT IS FORBIDDEN BY THE LAW IN WHICH THE ORDER OF NATURE IS PRESERVED. IT IS A GREAT QUESTION WHETHER THERE IS ANY RATIONAL CREATURE FOR WHICH THERE IS NO PLEASURE IN WHAT IS UNLAWFUL. IF THERE IS SUCH A CLASS OF CREATURES, IT DOES NOT INCLUDE MAN, NOR THAT ANGELIC NATURE WHICH ABODE NOT IN THE TRUTH. THESE RATIONAL CREATURES WERE SO MADE, THAT THEY HAD THE POTENTIALITY OF RESTRAINING THEIR DESIRES FROM THE UNLAWFUL; AND IN NOT DOING THIS THEY SINNED. GREAT, THEN, IS THE CREATURE MAN, FOR HE IS RESTORED BY THIS POTENTIALITY, BY WHICH, IF HE HAD SO CHOSEN, HE WOULD NOT HAVE FALLEN. AND GREAT IS THE LORD, AND GREATLY TO BE PRAISED, WHO CREATED MAN. FOR HE CREATED ALSO INFERIOR NATURES WHICH CANNOT SIN, AND SUPERIOR NATURES WHICH WILL NOT SIN. BEASTS DO NOT SIN, FOR THEIR NATURE AGREES WITH THE ETERNAL LAW FROM BEING SUBJECT TO IT, WITHOUT BEING IN POSSESSION OF IT. AND AGAIN, ANGELS DO NOT SIN, BECAUSE THEIR HEAVENLY NATURE IS SO IN POSSESSION OF THE ETERNAL LAW THAT GOD IS THE ONLY OBJECT OF ITS DESIRE, AND THEY OBEY HIS WILL WITHOUT ANY EXPERIENCE OF TEMPTATION. BUT MAN, WHOSE LIFE ON THIS EARTH IS A TRIAL ON ACCOUNT OF SIN, SUBDUES TO HIMSELF WHAT HE HAS IN COMMON WITH BEASTS, AND SUBDUES TO GOD WHAT HE HAS IN COMMON WITH ANGELS; TILL, WHEN RIGHTEOUSNESS IS PERFECTED AND IMMORTALITY ATTAINED, HE SHALL BE RAISED FROM AMONG BEASTS AND RANKED WITH ANGELS. 
29. THE EXERCISE OR INDULGENCE OF THE BODILY APPETITES IS INTENDED TO SECURE THE CONTINUED EXISTENCE AND THE INVIGORATION OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR OF THE SPECIES. IF THE APPETITES GO BEYOND THIS, AND CARRY THE MAN, NO LONGER MASTER OF HIMSELF, BEYOND THE LIMITS OF TEMPERANCE, THEY BECOME UNLAWFUL AND SHAMEFUL LUSTS, WHICH SEVERE DISCIPLINE MUST SUBDUE. BUT IF THIS UNBRIDLED COURSE ENDS IN PLUNGING THE MAN INTO SUCH A DEPTH OF EVIL HABITS THAT HE SUPPOSES THAT THERE WILL BE NO PUNISHMENT OF HIS SINFUL PASSIONS, AND SO REFUSES THE WHOLESOME DISCIPLINE OF CONFESSION AND REPENTANCE BY WHICH HE MIGHT BE RESCUED; OR, FROM A STILL WORSE INSENSIBILITY, JUSTIFIES HIS OWN INDULGENCES IN PROFANE OPPOSITION TO THE ETERNAL LAW OF PROVIDENCE; AND IF HE DIES IN THIS STATE, THAT UNERRING LAW SENTENCES HIM NOW NOT TO CORRECTION, BUT TO DAMNATION. 
30. REFERRING, THEN, TO THE ETERNAL LAW WHICH ENJOINS THE PRESERVATION OF NATURAL ORDER AND FORBIDS THE BREACH OF IT, LET US SEE HOW OUR FATHER ABRAHAM SINNED, THAT IS, HOW HE BROKE THIS LAW, IN THE THINGS WHICH FAUSTUS HAS CHARGED HIM WITH AS HIGHLY CRIMINAL. IN HIS IRRATIONAL CRAVING TO HAVE CHILDREN, SAYS FAUSTUS, AND NOT BELIEVING GOD, WHO PROMISED THAT HIS WIFE SARA SHOULD HAVE A SON, HE DEFILED HIMSELF WITH A MISTRESS. BUT HERE FAUSTUS, IN HIS IRRATIONAL DESIRE TO FIND FAULT, BOTH DISCLOSES THE IMPIETY OF HIS HERESY, AND IN HIS ERROR AND IGNORANCE PRAISES ABRAHAM'S INTERCOURSE WITH THE HANDMAID. FOR AS THE ETERNAL LAW--THAT IS, THE WILL OF GOD THE CREATOR OF ALL-- FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE NATURAL ORDER, PERMITS THE INDULGENCE OF THE BODILY APPETITE UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF REASON IN SEXUAL INTERCOURSE [THIS SHOULD BE TERMED SEXLESS INTERCOURSE & NOT SEXUAL INTERCOURSE], NOT FOR THE GRATIFICATION OF PASSION, BUT FOR THE CONTINUANCE OF THE RACE THROUGH THE PROCREATION OF CHILDREN; SO, ON THE CONTRARY, THE UNRIGHTEOUS LAW OF THE MANICHAEANS, IN ORDER TO PREVENT THEIR GOD, WHOM THEY BEWAIL AS CONFINED IN ALL SEEDS, FROM SUFFERING STILL CLOSER CONFINEMENT IN THE WOMB, REQUIRES MARRIED PEOPLE NOT ON ANY ACCOUNT TO HAVE CHILDREN, THEIR GREAT DESIRE BEING TO LIBERATE THEIR GOD. INSTEAD, THEREFORE, OF AN IRRATIONAL CRAVING IN ABRAHAM TO HAVE CHILDREN, WE FIND IN MANICHAEUS AN IRRATIONAL FANCY AGAINST HAVING CHILDREN. SO, THE ONE PRESERVED THE NATURAL ORDER BY SEEKING IN MARRIAGE ONLY THE PRODUCTION OF A CHILD; WHILE THE OTHER, INFLUENCED BY HIS HERETICAL NOTIONS, THOUGHT NO EVIL COULD BE GREATER THAN THE CONFINEMENT OF HIS GOD. 
31. SO, AGAIN, WHEN FAUSTUS SAYS THAT THE WIFE'S BEING PRIVY TO HER HUSBAND'S CONDUCT MADE THE MATTER WORSE, WHILE HE IS PROMPTED ONLY BY THE UNCHARITABLE WISH TO REPROACH ABRAHAM AND HIS WIFE, HE REALLY, WITHOUT INTENDING IT, SPEAKS IN PRAISE OF BOTH. FOR SARA DID NOT CONNIVE AT ANY CRIMINAL ACTION IN HER HUSBAND FOR THE GRATIFICATION OF HIS UNLAWFUL PASSIONS; BUT FROM THE SAME NATURAL DESIRE FOR CHILDREN THAT HE HAD, AND KNOWING HER OWN BARRENNESS, SHE WARRANTABLY CLAIMED AS HER OWN THE FERTILITY OF HER HANDMAID; NOT CONSENTING WITH SINFUL DESIRES IN HER HUSBAND, BUT REQUESTING OF HIM WHAT IT WAS PROPER IN HIM TO GRANT. NOR WAS IT THE REQUEST OF PROUD ASSUMPTION; FOR EVERY ONE KNOWS THAT THE DUTY OF A WIFE IS TO OBEY HER HUSBAND. BUT IN REFERENCE TO THE BODY, WE ARE TOLD BY THE APOSTLE THAT THE WIFE HAS POWER OVER HER HUSBAND'S BODY, AS HE HAS OVER HERS; [1] SO THAT, WHILE IN ALL OTHER SOCIAL MATTERS THE WIFE OUGHT TO OBEY HER HUSBAND, IN THIS ONE MATTER OF THEIR BODILY CONNECTION AS MAN AND WIFE THEIR POWER OVER ONE ANOTHER IS MUTUAL,--THE MAN OVER THE WOMAN, AND THE WOMAN OVER THE MAN. SO, WHEN SARA COULD NOT HAVE CHILDREN OF HER OWN, SHE WISHED TO HAVE THEM BY HER HANDMAID, AND OF THE SAME SEED FROM WHICH SHE HERSELF WOULD HAVE HAD THEM, IF THAT HAD BEEN POSSIBLE. NO WOMAN WOULD DO THIS IF HER LOVE FOR HER HUSBAND WERE MERELY AN ANIMAL PASSION; SHE WOULD RATHER BE JEALOUS OF A MISTRESS THAN MAKE HER A MOTHER. SO HERE THE PIOUS DESIRE FOR THE PROCREATION OF CHILDREN WAS AN INDICATION OF THE ABSENCE OF CRIMINAL INDULGENCE. 
32. ABRAHAM, INDEED, CANNOT BE DEFENDED, IF, AS FAUSTUS SAYS, HE WISHED TO GET CHILDREN BY HAGAR, BECAUSE HE HAD NO FAITH IN GOD, WHO PROMISED THAT HE SHOULD HAVE CHILDREN BY SARA. BUT THIS IS AN ENTIRE MISTAKE: THIS PROMISE HAD NOT YET BEEN MADE. ANY ONE WHO READS THE PRECEDING CHAPTERS WILL FIND THAT ABRAHAM HAD ALREADY GOT THE PROMISE OF THE LAND WITH A COUNTLESS NUMBER OF INHABITANTS,[1] BUT THAT IT HAD NOT YET BEEN MADE KNOWN TO HIM HOW THE SEED SPOKEN OF WAS TO BE PRODUCED, WHETHER BY GENERATION FROM HIS OWN BODY, OR FROM HIS CHOICE IN THE ADOPTION OF A SON, OR, IN THE CASE OF ITS BEING FROM HIS OWN BODY, WHETHER IT WOULD BE BY SARA OR ANOTHER. WHOEVER EXAMINES INTO THIS WILL FIND THAT FAUSTUS HAS MADE EITHER AN IMPRUDENT MISTAKE OR AN IMPUDENT MISREPRESENTATION. ABRAHAM, THEN, WHEN HE SAW THAT HE HAD NO CHILDREN, THOUGH THE PROMISE WAS TO HIS SEED, THOUGHT FIRST OF ADOPTION. THIS APPEARS FROM HIS SAYING OF HIS SLAVE, WHEN SPEAKING TO GOD, "THIS IS MINE HEIR;" AS MUCH AS TO SAY, AS THOU HAST NOT GIVEN ME A SEED OF MY OWN, FULFILL THY PROMISE IN THIS MAN. FOR THE WORD SEED MAY BE APPLIED TO WHAT HAS NOT COME OAT OF A MAN'S OWN BODY, ELSE THE APOSTLE COULD NOT CALL US THE SEED OF ABRAHAM: FOR WE CERTAINLY ARE NOT HIS DESCENDANTS IN THE FLESH; BUT WE ARE HIS SEED IN FOLLOWING HIS FAITH, BY BELIEVING IN CHRIST, WHOSE FLESH DID SPRING FROM THE FLESH OF ABRAHAM. THEN ABRAHAM WAS TOLD BY THE LORD "THIS SHALL NOT BE THINE HEIR; BUT HE THAT COMETH OUT OF THINE OWN BOWELS SHALL BE THINE HEIR."[2] THE THOUGHT OF ADOPTION WAS THUS REMOVED; BUT IT STILL REMAINED UNCERTAIN WHETHER THE SEED WHICH WAS TO COME FROM HIMSELF WOULD BE BY SARA OR ANOTHER. AND THIS GOD WAS PLEASED TO KEEP CONCEALED, TILL A FIGURE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT HAD BEEN SUPPLIED IN THE HANDMAID. WE MAY THUS EASILY UNDERSTAND HOW ABRAHAM, SEEING THAT HIS WIFE WAS BARREN, AND THAT SHE DESIRED TO OBTAIN FROM HER HUSBAND AND HER HANDMAID THE OFFSPRING WHICH SHE HERSELF COULD NOT PRODUCE, ACTED NOT IN COMPLIANCE WITH CARNAL APPETITE, BUT IN OBEDIENCE TO CONJUGAL AUTHORITY, BELIEVING THAT SARA HAD THE SANCTION OF GOD FOR HER WISH; BECAUSE GOD HAD ALREADY PROMISED HIM AN HEIR FROM HIS OWN BODY, BUT HAD NOT FORETOLD WHO WAS TO BE THE MOTHER. THUS, WHEN FAUSTUS SHOWS HIS OWN INFIDELITY IN ACCUSING ABRAHAM OF UNBELIEF, HIS GROUNDLESS ACCUSATION ONLY PROVES THE MADNESS OF THE ASSAILANT. IN OTHER CASES, FAUSTUS' INFIDELITY HAS PREVENTED HIM FROM UNDERSTANDING; BUT HERE, IN HIS LOVE OF SLANDER, HE HAS NOT EVEN TAKEN TIME TO READ. 
33. AGAIN, WHEN FAUSTUS ACCUSES A RIGHTEOUS AND FAITHFUL MAN OF A SHAMELESS PROFANATION OF HIS MARRIAGE FROM AVARICE AND GREED, BY SELLING HIS WIFE SARA AT DIFFERENT TIMES TO THE TWO KINGS ABIMELECH AND PHARAOH, TELLING THEM THAT SHE WAS HIS SISTER, BECAUSE SHE WAS VERY FAIR, HE DOES NOT DISTINGUISH JUSTLY BETWEEN RIGHT AND WRONG, BUT UNJUSTLY CONDEMNS THE WHOLE TRANSACTION. THOSE WHO THINK THAT ABRAHAM SOLD HIS WIFE CANNOT DISCERN IN THE LIGHT OF THE ETERNAL LAW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SIN AND RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND SO, THEY CALL PERSEVERANCE OBSTINACY, AND CONFIDENCE PRESUMPTION, AS IN THESE AND SIMILAR CASES MEN OF WRONG JUDGMENT ARE WONT TO BLAME WHAT THEY SUPPOSE TO BE WRONG ACTIONS. ABRAHAM DID NOT BECOME PARTNER IN CRIME WITH HIS WIFE BY SELLING HER TO OTHERS: BUT AS SHE GAVE HER HANDMAID TO HER HUSBAND, NOT TO GRATIFY HIS PASSION, BUT FOR THE SAKE OF OFFSPRING, IN THE AUTHORITY SHE HAD CONSISTENTLY WITH THE ORDER OF NATURE, REQUIRING THE PERFORMANCE OF A DUTY, NOT COMPLYING WITH A SINFUL DESIRE; SO IN THIS CASE, THE HUSBAND, IN PERFECT ASSURANCE OF THE CHASTE ATTACHMENT OF HIS WIFE TO HIMSELF, AND KNOWING HER MIND TO BE THE ABODE OF MODEST AND VIRTUOUS AFFECTION, CALLED HER HIS SISTER, WITHOUT SAYING THAT SHE WAS HIS WIFE, TEST HE HIMSELF SHOULD BE KILLED, AND HIS WIFE FALL INTO THE HANDS OF STRANGERS AND EVIL-DOERS: FOR HE WAS ASSURED BY HIS GOD THAT HE WOULD NOT ALLOW HER TO SUFFER VIOLENCE OR DISGRACE. NOR WAS HE DISAPPOINTED IN HIS FAITH AND HOPE; FOR PHARAOH, TERRIFIED BY STRANGE OCCURRENCES, AND AFTER ENDURING MANY EVILS ON ACCOUNT OF HER, WHEN HE WAS INFORMED BY GOD THAT SARA WAS ABRAHAM'S WIFE, RESTORED HER WITH HONOR UNINJURED. ABIMELECH ALSO DID THE SAME, AFTER LEARNING THE TRUTH IN A DREAM. 
34. SOME PEOPLE, NOT SCOFFERS AND EVIL-SPEAKERS LIKE FAUSTUS, BUT MEN WHO PAY DUE HONOR TO THE SCRIPTURES, WHICH FAUSTUS FINDS FAULT WITH BECAUSE HE DOES NOT UNDERSTAND THEM, OR WHICH HE FAILS TO UNDERSTAND BECAUSE OF HIS FAULT-FINDING, IN COMMENTING ON THIS ACT OF ABRAHAM, ARE OF OPINION THAT HE STUMBLED FROM WEAKNESS OF FAITH, AND DENIED HIS WIFE FROM FEAR OF DEATH, AS PETER DENIED THE LORD. IF THIS IS THE CORRECT VIEW, WE MUST ALLOW THAT ABRAHAM SINNED; BUT THE SIN SHOULD NOT CANCEL OR OBLITERATE ALL HIS MERITS, ANY MORE THAN IN THE CASE OF THE APOSTLE. BESIDES, TO DENY HIS WIFE IS NOT THE SAME AS TO DENY THE SAVIOR. BUT WHEN THERE IS ANOTHER EXPLANATION, WHY NOT ABIDE BY IT, INSTEAD OF GIVING BLAME WITHOUT CAUSE, SINCE THERE IS NO PROOF THAT ABRAHAM TOLD A LIE FROM FEAR? HE DID NOT DENY THAT SARA WAS HIS WIFE IN ANSWER TO ANY QUESTION ON THE SUBJECT; BUT WHEN ASKED WHO SHE WAS, HE SAID SHE WAS HIS SISTER, WITHOUT DENYING HER TO BE HIS WIFE: HE CONCEALED PART OF THE TRUTH, BUT SAID NOTHING FALSE. 
35. IT IS WASTE OF TIME TO OBSERVE FAUSTUS' REMARK, THAT ABRAHAM FALSELY CALLED SARA HIS SISTER; AS IF FAUSTUS HAD DISCOVERED THE FAMILY OF SARA, THOUGH IT IS NOT MENTIONED IN SCRIPTURE. IN A MATTER WHICH ABRAHAM KNEW, AND WE DO NOT, IT IS SURELY BETTER TO BELIEVE THE PATRIARCH WHEN HE SAYS WHAT HE KNOWS, THEN TO BELIEVE MANICHAEUS WHEN HE FINDS FAULT WITH WHAT HE KNOWS NOTHING ABOUT. SINCE, THEN, ABRAHAM LIVED AT THAT PERIOD IN HUMAN HISTORY, WHEN, THOUGH MARRIAGE HAD BECOME UNLAWFUL BETWEEN CHILDREN OF THE SAME PARENTS, OR OF THE SAME FATHER OR MOTHER, NO LAW OR AUTHORITY INTERFERED WITH THE CUSTOM OF MARRIAGE BETWEEN THE CHILDREN OF BROTHERS, OR ANY LESS DEGREE OF CONSANGUINITY, WHY SHOULD HE NOT HAVE HAD AS WIFE HIS SISTER, THAT IS, A WOMAN DESCENDED FROM HIS FATHER? FOR HE HIMSELF TOLD THE KING, WHEN HE RESTORED SARA, THAT SHE WAS HIS SISTER BY HIS FATHER, AND NOT BY HIS MOTHER. AND ON THIS OCCASION, HE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN LED TO TELL A FALSEHOOD FROM FEAR, FOR THE KING KNEW THAT SHE WAS HIS WIFE, AND WAS RESTORING HER WITH HONOR, BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN WARNED BY GOD. WE LEARN FROM SCRIPTURE THAT, AMONG THE ANCIENTS, IT WAS CUSTOMARY TO CALL COUSINS BROTHERS AND SISTERS. THUS, TOBIAS SAYS IN HIS PRAYER TO GOD, BEFORE HAVING INTERCOURSE WITH HIS WIFE, 'AND NOW, O LORD, THOU, KNOW THAT NOT IN WANTONNESS I TAKE TO WIFE MY SISTER;"[1] THOUGH SHE WAS NOT SPRUNG IMMEDIATELY FROM THE SAME FATHER OR THE SAME MOTHER, BUT ONLY BELONGED TO THE SAME FAMILY. AND LOT IS CALLED THE BROTHER OF ABRAHAM, THOUGH ABRAHAM WAS HIS UNCLE. [2] AND, BY THE SAME USE OF THE WORD, THOSE CALLED IN THE GOSPEL THE LORD'S BROTHERS ARE CERTAINLY NOT CHILDREN OF THE VIRGIN MARY, BUT ALL THE BLOOD RELATIONS OF THE LORD. [3] 
36. SOME MAY SAY, WHY DID NOT ABRAHAM'S CONFIDENCE IN GOD PREVENT HIS BEING AFRAID TO CONFESS HIS WIFE? GOD COULD HAVE WARDED OFF FROM HIM THE DEATH WHICH HE FEARED, AND COULD HAVE PROTECTED BOTH HIM AND HIS WIFE WHILE AMONG STRANGERS, SO THAT SARA, ALTHOUGH VERY FAIR, SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN DESIRED BY ANY ONE, NOR ABRAHAM KILLED ON ACCOUNT OF HER. OF COURSE, GOD COULD HAVE DONE THIS; IT WOULD BE ABSURD TO DENY IT. BUT IF, IN REPLY TO THE PEOPLE, ABRAHAM HAD TOLD THEM THAT SARA WAS HIS WIFE, HIS TRUST IN GOD WOULD HAVE INCLUDED BOTH HIS OWN LIFE AND THE CHASTITY OF SARA. NOW IT IS PART OF SOUND DOCTRINE, THAT WHEN A MAN HAS ANY MEANS IN HIS POWER, HE SHOULD NOT TEMPT THE LORD HIS GOD. SO, IT WAS NOT BECAUSE THE SAVIOR WAS UNABLE TO PROTECT HIS DISCIPLES THAT HE TOLD THEM, "WHEN YE ARE PERSECUTED IN ONE CITY, FLEE TO ANOTHER."[4] AND HE HIMSELF SET THE EXAMPLE. FOR THOUGH HE HAD THE POWER OF LAYING DOWN HIS OWN LIFE, AND DID NOT LAY IT DOWN TILL HE CHOSE TO DO SO, STILL WHEN AN INFANT HE FLED TO EGYPT, CARRIED BY HIS PARENTS; [5] AND WHEN HE WENT UP TO THE FEAST, HE WENT NOT OPENLY, BUT SECRETLY, THOUGH AT OTHER TIMES HE SPOKE OPENLY TO THE JEWS, WHO IN SPITE OF THEIR RAGE AND HOSTILITY COULD NOT LAY HANDS ON HIM, BECAUSE HIS HOUR WAS NOT COME,[6]--NOT THE HOUR WHEN HE WOULD BE OBLIGED TO DIE, BUT THE HOUR WHEN HE WOULD CONSIDER IT SEASONABLE TO BE PUT TO DEATH. THUS, HE WHO DISPLAYED DIVINE POWER BY TEACHING AND REPROVING OPENLY, WITHOUT ALLOWING THE RAGE OF HIS ENEMIES TO HURT HIM, DID ALSO, BY ESCAPING AND CONCEALING HIMSELF, EXHIBIT THE CONDUCT BECOMING THE FEEBLENESS OF MEN, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT TEMPT GOD WHEN THEY HAVE ANY MEANS IN THEIR POWER OF ESCAPING THREATENED DANGER. SO ALSO, IN THE APOSTLE, IT WAS NOT FROM DESPAIR OF DIVINE ASSISTANCE AND PROTECTION, OR FROM LOSS OF FAITH, THAT HE WAS LET DOWN OVER THE WALL IN A BASKET, IN ORDER TO ESCAPE BEING TAKEN BY HIS ENEMIES: [7] NOT FROM WANT OF FAITH IN GOD DID HE THUS ESCAPE, BUT BECAUSE NOT TO ESCAPE, WHEN THIS ESCAPE WAS POSSIBLE, WOULD HAVE BEEN TEMPTING GOD. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN ABRAHAM WAS AMONG STRANGERS, AND WHEN, ON ACCOUNT OF THE REMARKABLE BEAUTY OF SARA, BOTH HIS LIFE AND HER CHASTITY WERE IN DANGER, SINCE IT WAS IN HIS POWER TO PROTECT NOT BOTH OF THESE, BUT ONE ONLY, HIS LIFE, NAMELY, TO AVOID TEMPTING GOD HE DID WHAT HE COULD; AND IN WHAT HE COULD NOT DO, HE TRUSTED TO GOD. UNABLE TO CONCEAL HIS BEING A MAN, HE CONCEALED HIS BEING A HUSBAND, TEST HE SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH; TRUSTING TO GOD TO PRESERVE HIS WIFE'S PURITY. 
37. THERE MIGHT ALSO BE A DIFFERENCE OF OPINION ON THE NICE POINT WHETHER SARA'S CHASTITY WOULD HAVE BEEN VIOLATED EVEN IF SOME ONE HAD INTERCOURSE WITH HER, SINCE SHE SUBMITTED TO THIS TO SAVE HER HUSBAND'S LIFE, BOTH WITH HIS KNOWLEDGE AND BY HIS AUTHORITY. IN THIS THERE WOULD BE NO DESERTION OF CONJUGAL FIDELITY OR REBELLION AGAINST HER HUSBAND'S AUTHORITY; IN THE SAME WAY AS ABRAHAM WAS NOT AN ADULTERER, WHEN, IN SUBMISSION TO THE LAWFUL AUTHORITY OF HIS WIFE, HE CONSENTED TO BE MADE A FATHER BY HIS WIFE'S HANDMAID. BUT, FROM THE NATURE OF THE RELATIONSHIP, FOR A WIFE TO HAVE TWO HUSBANDS, BOTH IN LIFE, IS NOT THE SAME THING AS FOR A MAN TO HAVE TWO WIVES: SO THAT WE REGARD THE EXPLANATION ALREADY GIVEN OF ABRAHAM'S CONDUCT AS THE MOST CORRECT AND UNOBJECTIONABLE; THAT OUR FATHER ABRAHAM AVOIDED TEMPTING GOD BY TAKING WHAT MEASURES HE COULD FOR THE PRESERVATION OF HIS OWN LIFE, AND THAT HE SHOWED HIS HOPE IN GOD BY ENTRUSTING TO HIM THE CHASTITY OF HIS WIFE. 
38. BUT A PLEASURE WHICH ALL MUST FEEL IS OBTAINED FROM THIS NARRATIVE SO FAITHFULLY RECORDED IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, WHEN WE EXAMINE INTO THE PROPHETIC CHARACTER OF THE ACTION, AND KNOCK WITH PIOUS FAITH AND DILIGENCE AT THE DOOR OF THE MYSTERY, THAT THE LORD MAY OPEN, AND SHOW US WHO WAS PREFIGURED IN THE ANCIENT PERSONAGE, AND WHOSE WIFE THIS IS, WHO, WHILE IN A FOREIGN LAND AND AMONG STRANGERS, IS NOT ALLOWED TO BE STAINED OR DEFILED, THAT SHE MAY BE BROUGHT TO HER OWN HUSBAND WITHOUT SPOT OR WRINKLE. THUS, WE FIND THAT THE RIGHTEOUS LIFE OF THE CHURCH IS FOR THE GLORY OF CHRIST, THAT HER BEAUTY MAY BRING HONOR TO HER HUSBAND, AS ABRAHAM WAS HONORED ON ACCOUNT OF THE BEAUTY OF SARA AMONG THE INHABITANTS OF THAT FOREIGN LAND. TO THE CHURCH, TO WHOM IT IS SAID IN THE SONG OF SONGS, "O THOU FAIREST AMONG WOMEN,"(1) KINGS OFFER GIFTS IN ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF HER BEAUTY; AS KING ABIMELECH OFFERED GIFTS TO SARA, ADMIRING THE GRACE OF HER APPEARANCE; ALL THE MORE THAT, WHILE HE LOVED, HE WAS NOT ALLOWED TO PROFANE IT. THE HOLY CHURCH, TOO IS IN SECRET THE SPOUSE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. FOR IT IS SECRETLY, AND IN THE HIDDEN DEPTHS OF THE SPIRIT, THAT THE SOUL OF MAN IS JOINED TO THE WORD OF GOD, SO THAT THEY TWO ARE ONE FLESH; OF WHICH THE APOSTLE SPEAKS AS A GREAT MYSTERY IN MARRIAGE, AS REFERRING TO CHRIST AND THE CHURCH.(2) AGAIN, THE EARTHLY KINGDOM OF THIS WORLD, TYPIFIED BY THE KINGS WHICH WERE NOT ALLOWED TO DEFILE SARA, HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OR EXPERIENCE OF THE CHURCH AS THE SPOUSE OF CHRIST, THAT IS, OF HOW FAITHFULLY SHE MAINTAINED HER RELATION TO HER HUSBAND, TILL IT TRIED TO VIOLATE HER, AND WAS COMPELLED TO YIELD TO THE DIVINE TESTIMONY BORNE BY THE FAITH OF THE MARTYRS, AND IN THE PERSON OF LATER MONARCHS WAS BROUGHT HUMBLY TO HONOR WITH GIFTS THE BRIDE WHOM THEIR PREDECESSORS HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO HUMBLE BY SUBDUING HER TO THEMSELVES. WHAT, IN THE TYPE, HAPPENED IN THE REIGN OF ONE AND THE SAME KING, IS FULFILLED IN THE EARLIER MONARCHS OF THIS ERA AND THEIR SUCCESSORS. 
39. AGAIN, WHEN IT IS SAID THAT THE CHURCH IS THE SISTER OF CHRIST, NOT BY THE MOTHER BUT BY THE FATHER, WE LEARN THE EXCELLENCE OF THE RELATION, WHICH IS NOT OF THE TEMPORARY NATURE OF EARTHLY DESCENT, BUT OF DIVINE GRACE, WHICH IS EVERLASTING. BY THIS GRACE WE SHALL NO LONGER BE A RACE OF MORTALS WHEN WE RECEIVE POWER TO BE CALLED AND TO BECOME SONS OF GOD. THIS GRACE WE OBTAIN NOT FROM THE SYNAGOGUE, WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF CHRIST AFTER THE FLESH, BUT FROM GOD THE FATHER. AND WHEN CHRIST CALLS US INTO ANOTHER LIFE WHERE THERE IS NO DEATH, HE TEACHES US, INSTEAD OF ACKNOWLEDGING, TO DENY THE EARTHLY RELATIONSHIP, WHERE DEATH SOON FOLLOWS UPON BIRTH; FOR HE SAYS TO HIS DISCIPLES, "CALL NO MAN YOUR FATHER UPON EARTH; FOR YOU HAVE ONE FATHER, WHO IS IN HEAVEN."(3) AND HE SET US AN EXAMPLE OF THIS WHEN HE SAID, "WHO IS MY MOTHER, AND WHO ARE MY BRETHREN? AND STRETCHING FORTH HIS HAND TO HIS DISCIPLES, HE SAID, THESE, ARE MY BRETHREN." AND LEST ANY ONE SHOULD THINK THAT HE REFERRED TO AN EARTHLY RELATIONSHIP, HE ADDED, "WHOSOEVER SHALL DO THE WILL OF MY FATHER, THE SAME IS MY BROTHER, AND SISTER, AND MOTHER;"(4) AS MUCH AS TO SAY, I DERIVE THIS RELATIONSHIP FROM GOD MY FATHER, NOT FROM THE SYNAGOGUE MY MOTHER; I CALL YOU TO ETERNAL LIFE, WHERE I HAVE AN IMMORTAL BIRTH, NOT TO EARTHLY LIFE, FOR TO CALL YOU AWAY FROM THIS LIFE I HAVE TAKEN MORTALITY. 
40. AS FOR THE REASON WHY, THOUGH IT IS CONCEALED AMONG STRANGERS WHOSE WIFE THE CHURCH IS, IT IS NOT HIDDEN WHOSE SISTER SHE IS, IT IS PLAINLY BECAUSE IT IS OBSCURE AND HARD TO UNDERSTAND HOW THE HUMAN SOUL AND THE WORD OF GOD ARE UNITED OR MINGLED, OR WHATEVER WORD MAY BE USED TO EXPRESS THIS CONNECTION BETWEEN GOD AND THE CREATURE. IT IS FROM THIS CONNECTION THAT CHRIST AND THE CHURCH ARE CALLED BRIDEGROOM AND BRIDE, OR HUSBAND AND WIFE. THE OTHER RELATIONSHIP, IN WHICH CHRIST AND ALL THE SAINTS ARE BRETHREN BY DIVINE GRACE AND NOT BY EARTHLY CONSANGUINITY, OR BY THE FATHER AND NOT BY THE MOTHER, IS MORE EASILY EXPRESSED IN WORDS, AND MORE EASILY UNDERSTOOD. FOR THE SAME GRACE MAKES ALL THE SAINTS TO BE ALSO BRETHREN OF ONE ANOTHER; WHILE IN THEIR SOCIETY NO ONE IS THE BRIDEGROOM OF ALL THE REST. SO ALSO, NOTWITHSTANDING THE SURPASSING JUSTICE AND WISDOM OF CHRIST, HIS MANHOOD WAS MUCH MORE PLAINLY AND READILY RECOGNIZED BY STRANGERS, WHO, INDEED, WERE NOT WRONG IN BELIEVING HIM TO BE MAN, BUT THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND HIS BEING GOD AS WELL AS MAN. HENCE JEREMIAH SAYS: "HE IS BOTH A MAN, AND WHO SHALL KNOW HIM?"(1) HE IS A MAN, FOR IT IS MADE MANIFEST THAT HE IS A BROTHER. AND WHO SHALL KNOW HIM? FOR IT IS CONCEALED THAT HE IS A HUSBAND. THIS MUST SUFFICE AS A DEFENSE OF OUR FATHER ABRAHAM AGAINST FAUSTUS' IMPUDENCE AND IGNORANCE AND MALICE. 
41. LOT ALSO, THE BROTHER OF ABRAHAM, WAS JUST AND HOSPITABLE IN SODOM, AND WAS FOUND WORTHY TO ESCAPE THE CONFLAGRATION WHICH PREFIGURED THE FUTURE JUDGMENT; FOR HE WAS FREE FROM ALL PARTICIPATION IN THE CORRUPTION OF THE PEOPLE OF SODOM. HE WAS A TYPE OF THE BODY OF CHRIST, WHICH IN THE PERSON OF ALL THE SAINTS BOTH GROANS NOW AMONG THE UNGODLY AND WICKED, TO WHOSE EVIL DEEDS IT DOES NOT CONSENT, AND WILL AT THE END OF THE WORLD BE RESCUED FROM THEIR SOCIETY, WHEN THEY ARE DOOMED TO THE PUNISHMENT OF ETERNAL FIRE LOT'S WIFE WAS THE TYPE OF A DIFFERENT CLASS OF MEN,--OF THOSE, NAMELY, WHO, WHEN CALLED BY THE GRACE OF GOD, LOOK BACK, INSTEAD OF, LIKE PAUL, FORGETTING THE THINGS THAT ARE BEHIND, AND LOOKING FORWARD TO THE THINGS THAT ARE BEFORE.(2) THE LORD HIMSELF SAYS: "NO MAN THAT PUTS HIS HAND TO THE PLOUGH, AND LOOKS BACK, IS FIT FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN."(3) NOR DID HE OMIT TO MENTION THE CASE OF LOT'S WIFE; FOR SHE, FOR OUR WARNING, WAS TURNED INTO A PILLAR OF SALT, THAT BEING THUS SEASONED WE MIGHT NOT TRIFLE THOUGHTLESSLY WITH THIS DANGER, BUT BE ON OUR GUARD AGAINST IT. SO, WHEN THE LORD WAS ADMONISHING EVERY ONE TO GET RID OF THE THINGS THAT ARE BEHIND BY THE MOST STRENUOUS ENDEAVOR TO REACH THE THINGS THAT ARE BEFORE, HE SAID, "REMEMBER LOT'S WIFE."(4) AND, IN ADDITION TO THESE, THERE IS STILL A THIRD TYPE IN LOT, WHEN HIS DAUGHTERS LAY WITH HIM. FOR HERE LOT SEEMS TO PREFIGURE THE FUTURE LAW; FOR THOSE WHO SPRING FROM THE LAW, AND ARE PLACED UNDER THE LAW, BY MISUNDERSTANDING IT, STUPEFY IT, AS IT WERE, AND BRING FORTH THE WORKS OF UNBELIEF BY AN UNLAWFUL USE OF THE LAW. "THE LAW IS GOOD" SAYS THE APOSTLE, "IF A MAN, USE IT LAWFULLY."(5) 
42. IT IS NO EXCUSE FOR THIS ACTION OF LOT OR OF HIS DAUGHTERS THAT IT REPRESENTED THE PERVERSITY WHICH WAS AFTERWARDS IN CERTAIN CASES TO BE DISPLAYED. THE PURPOSE OF LOT'S DAUGHTERS IS ONE THING, AND THE PURPOSE OF GOD IS ANOTHER, IN ALLOWING THIS TO HAPPEN THAT HE MIGHT MAKE SOME TRUTH MANIFEST; FOR GOD BOTH PRONOUNCES JUDGMENT ON THE ACTIONS OF THE PEOPLE OF THOSE TIMES, AND ARRANGES IN HIS PROVIDENCE FOR THE PREFIGUREMENT OF THE FUTURE. AS A PART OF SCRIPTURE, THIS ACTION IS A PROPHECY; AS PART OF THE HISTORY OF THOSE CONCERNED, IT IS A CRIME. 
43. AT THE SAME TIME THERE IS IN THIS TRANSACTION NO REASON FOR THE TORRENT OF ABUSE WHICH FAUSTUS' BLIND HOSTILITY DISCHARGES ON IT. BY THE ETERNAL LAW WHICH REQUIRES THE PRESERVATION OF THE ORDER OF NATURE AND CONDEMNS ITS VIOLATION, THE JUDGMENT IN THIS CASE IS NOT WHAT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN IF LOT HAD BEEN PROMPTED BY A CRIMINAL PASSION TO COMMIT INCEST WITH HIS DAUGHTERS, OR IF THEY HAD BEEN INFLAMED WITH UNNATURAL DESIRES. IN JUSTICE, WE MUST ASK NOT ONLY WHAT WAS DONE, BUT WITH WHAT MOTIVE, IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A FAIR VIEW OF THE ACTION AS THE EFFECT OF THAT MOTIVE. THE RESOLUTION OF LOT'S DAUGHTERS TO LIE WITH THEIR FATHER WAS THE EFFECT OF THE NATURAL DESIRE FOR OFFSPRING IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE RACE; FOR THEY SUPPOSED THAT THERE WERE NO OTHER MEN TO BE FOUND, THINKING THAT THE WHOLE WORLD HAD BEEN CONSUMED IN THAT CONFLAGRATION, WHICH, FOR ALL THEY KNEW, HAD LEFT NO ONE ALIVE BUT THEMSELVES. IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER FOR THEM NEVER TO HAVE BEEN MOTHERS, THAN TO HAVE BECOME MOTHERS BY THEIR OWN FATHER. BUT STILL, THE FULFILLMENT OF A DESIRE LIKE THIS IS VERY DIFFERENT FROM THE ACCURSED GRATIFICATION OF LUST. 
44. KNOWING THAT THEIR FATHER WOULD CONDEMN THEIR DESIGN, LOT'S DAUGHTERS THOUGHT IT NECESSARY TO FULFILL IT WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE. WE ARE TOLD THAT THEY MADE HIM DRUNK, SO THAT HE WAS UNAWARE OF WHAT HAPPENED. HIS GUILT THEREFORE IS NOT THAT OF INCEST, BUT OF DRUNKENNESS. THIS, TOO, IS CONDEMNED BY THE ETERNAL LAW, WHICH ALLOWS MEAT AND DRINK ONLY AS REQUIRED BY NATURE FOR THE PRESERVATION OF HEALTH. THERE IS, INDEED, A GREAT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A DRUNK MAN AND A HABITUAL DRUNKARD; FOR THE DRUNKARD IS NOT ALWAYS DRUNK, AND A MAN MAY BE DRUNK ON ONE OCCASION WITHOUT BEING A DRUNKARD. HOWEVER, IN THE CASE OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN, WE REQUIRE TO ACCOUNT FOR EVEN ONE INSTANCE OF DRUNKENNESS. WHAT CAN HAVE MADE LOT CONSENT TO RECEIVE FROM HIS DAUGHTERS ALL THE CUPS OF WINE WHICH THEY WENT ON MIXING FOR HIM, OR PERHAPS GIVING HIM UNMIXED? DID THEY FEIGN EXCESSIVE GRIEF, AND DID HE RESORT TO THIS CONSOLATION IN THEIR LONELINESS, AND IN THE LOSS OF THEIR MOTHER, THINKING THAT THEY WERE DRINKING TOO, WHILE THEY ONLY PRETENDED TO DRINK? BUT THIS DOES NOT SEEM A PROPER METHOD FOR A RIGHTEOUS MAN TO TAKE IN CONSOLING HIS FRIENDS WHEN IN TROUBLE. HAD THE DAUGHTERS LEARNED IN SODOM SOME VILE ART WHICH ENABLED THEM TO INTOXICATE THEIR FATHER WITH A FEW CUPS, SO THAT IN HIS IGNORANCE HE MIGHT SIN, OR RATHER BE SINNED AGAINST? BUT IT IS NOT LIKELY THAT THE SCRIPTURE WOULD HAVE OMITTED ALL NOTICE OF THIS, OR THAT GOD WOULD HAVE ALLOWED HIS SERVANT TO BE THUS ABUSED WITHOUT ANY FAULT OF HIS OWN. 
45. BUT WE ARE DEFENDING THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, NOT MAN'S SINS. NOR ARE WE CONCERNED TO JUSTIFY THIS ACTION, AS IF OUR GOD HAD EITHER COMMANDED IT OR APPROVED OF IT; OR AS IF, WHEN MEN ARE CALLED JUST IN SCRIPTURE, IT MEANT THAT THEY COULD NOT SIN IF THEY CHOSE. AND AS, IN THE BOOKS WHICH THOSE CRITICS FIND FAULT WITH, GOD NOWHERE EXPRESSES APPROVAL OF THIS ACTION, WHAT THOUGHTLESS FOLLY IT IS TO BRING A CHARGE FROM THIS NARRATIVE AGAINST THESE WRITINGS, WHEN IN OTHER PLACES SUCH ACTIONS ARE CONDEMNED BY EXPRESS PROHIBITIONS! IN THE STORY OF LOT'S DAUGHTERS, THE ACTION IS RELATED, NOT COMMENDED. AND IT IS PROPER THAT THE JUDGMENT OF GOD SHOULD BE DECLARED IN SOME CASES, AND CONCEALED IN OTHERS, THAT BY ITS MANIFESTATION OUR IGNORANCE MAY BE ENLIGHTENED, AND THAT BY ITS CONCEALMENT OUR MINDS MAY BE IMPROVED BY THE EXERCISE OF RECALLING WHAT WE ALREADY KNOW, OR OUR INDOLENCE STIMULATED TO SEEK FOR AN EXPLANATION. HERE, THEN, GOD, WHO CAN BRING GOOD OUT OF EVIL, MADE NATIONS ARISE FROM THIS ORIGIN, AS HE SAW GOOD, BUT DID NOT BRING UPON HIS OWN SCRIPTURES THE GUILT OF MAN'S SIN. IT IS GOD'S WRITING, BUT NOT HIS DOING; HE DOES NOT PROPOSE THESE THINGS FOR OUR IMITATION, BUT HOLDS THEM UP FOR OUR WARNING. 
46. FAUSTUS' EFFRONTERY APPEARS NOTABLY IN HIS ACCUSING ISAAC ALSO, THE SON OF ABRAHAM OF PRETENDING THAT HIS WIFE REBECCA WAS HIS SISTER. (1) FOR AS REGARDS THE FAMILY OF REBECCA SCRIPTURE IS NOT SILENT, AND IT APPEARS THAT SHE WAS HIS SISTER IN THE WELL-KNOWN SENSE OF THE WORD. HIS CONCEALING THAT SHE WAS HIS WIFE IS NOT SURPRISING, NOR IS IT INSIGNIFICANT, IF HE DID IT IN IMITATION OF HIS FATHER, SO THAT HE CAN BE JUSTIFIED ON THE SAME GROUNDS. WE NEED ONLY REFER TO THE ANSWER ALREADY GIVEN TO FAUSTUS' CHARGE AGAINST ABRAHAM, AS BEING EQUALLY APPLICABLE TO ISAAC. PERHAPS, HOWEVER SOME INQUIRER WILL ASK WHAT TYPICAL SIGNIFICANCE THERE IS IN THE FOREIGN KING DISCOVERING REBECCA TO BE THE WIFE OF ISAAC BY SEEING HIM PLAYING WITH HER; FOR HE WOULD NOT HAVE KNOWN, HAD HE NOT SEEN ISAAC PLAYING WITH REBECCA AS IT WOULD HAVE BEEN IMPROPER TO DO WITH A WOMAN NOT HIS WIFE. WHEN HOLY MEN ACT THUS AS HUSBANDS, THEY DO IT NOT FOOLISHLY, BUT DESIGNEDLY: FOR THEY ACCOMMODATE THEMSELVES TO THE NATURE OF THE WEAKER SEX IN WORDS AND ACTIONS OF GENTLE PLAYFULNESS; NOT IN EFFEMINACY, BUT IN SUBDUED MANLINESS. BUT SUCH BEHAVIOR TOWARDS ANY WOMAN EXCEPT A WIFE WOULD BE DISGRACEFUL. THIS IS A QUESTION IN GOOD MANNERS, WHICH IS REFERRED TO ONLY IN CASE SOME STERN ADVOCATE OF INSENSIBILITY SHOULD FIND FAULT WITH THE HOLY MAN EVEN FOR PLAYING WITH HIS WIFE. FOR IF THESE MEN WITHOUT HUMANITY SEE A SEDATE MAN CHATTING PLAYFULLY WITH CHILDREN THAT HE MAY ADAPT HIMSELF TO THE CHILDISH UNDERSTANDING WITH KINDLY SYMPATHY, THEY THINK THAT HE IS INSANE; FORGETTING THAT THEY THEMSELVES WERE ONCE CHILDREN, OR UNTHANKFUL FOR THEIR MATURITY. THE TYPICAL MEANING, AS REGARDS CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH, WHICH IS TO BE FOUND IN THIS GREAT PATRIARCH PLAYING WITH HIS WIFE, AND IN THE CONJUGAL RELATION BEING THUS DISCOVERED, WILL BE SEEN BY EVERY ONE WHO, TO AVOID OFFENDING THE CHURCH BY ERRONEOUS DOCTRINE, CAREFULLY STUDIES IN SCRIPTURE THE SECRET OF THE CHURCH'S BRIDEGROOM. HE WILL FIND THAT THE HUSBAND OF THE CHURCH CONCEALED FOR A TIME IN THE FORM OF A SERVANT THE MAJESTY IN WHICH HE WAS EQUAL TO THE FATHER, AS BEING IN THE FORM OF GOD, THAT FEEBLE HUMANITY MIGHT BE CAPABLE OF UNION WITH HIM, AND THAT SO HE MIGHT ACCOMMODATE HIMSELF TO HIS SPOUSE. SO FAR FROM BEING ABSURD, IT HAS A SYMBOLIC SUITABLENESS THAT THE PROPHET OF GOD SHOULD USE A PLAYFULNESS WHICH IS OF THE FLESH TO MEET THE AFFECTION OF HIS WIFE, AS THE WORD OF GOD HIMSELF BECAME FLESH THAT HE MIGHT DWELL AMONG US. 
47. AGAIN, JACOB THE SON OF ISAAC IS CHARGED WITH HAVING COMMITTED A GREAT CRIME BECAUSE HE HAD FOUR WIVES. BUT HERE THERE IS NO GROUND FOR A CRIMINAL ACCUSATION: FOR A PLURALITY OF WIVES WAS NO CRIME WHEN IT WAS THE CUSTOM; AND IT IS A CRIME NOW, BECAUSE IT IS NO LONGER THE CUSTOM. THERE ARE SINS AGAINST NATURE, AND SINS AGAINST CUSTOM, AND SINS AGAINST THE LAWS. IN WHICH, THEN, OF THESE SENSES DID JACOB SIN IN HAVING A PLURALITY OF WIVES? AS REGARDS NATURE, HE USED THE WOMEN NOT FOR SENSUAL GRATIFICATION, BUT FOR THE PROCREATION OF CHILDREN. FOR CUSTOM, THIS WAS THE COMMON PRACTICE AT THAT TIME IN THOSE COUNTRIES. AND FOR THE LAWS, NO PROHIBITION EXISTED. THE ONLY REASON OF ITS BEING A CRIME NOW TO DO THIS, IS BECAUSE CUSTOM AND THE LAWS FORBID IT. WHOEVER DESPISES THESE RESTRAINTS, EVEN THOUGH HE USES HIS WIVES ONLY TO GET CHILDREN, STILL COMMITS SIN, AND DOES AN INJURY TO HUMAN SOCIETY ITSELF, FOR THE SAKE OF WHICH IT IS THAT THE PROCREATION OF CHILDREN IS REQUIRED. IN THE PRESENT ALTERED STATE OF CUSTOMS AND LAWS, MEN CAN HAVE NO PLEASURE IN A PLURALITY OF WIVES, EXCEPT FROM AN EXCESS OF LUST; AND SO, THE MISTAKE ARISES OF SUPPOSING THAT NO ONE COULD EVER HAVE HAD MANY WIVES BUT FROM SENSUALITY AND THE VEHEMENCE OF SINFUL DESIRES. UNABLE TO FORM AN IDEA OF MEN WHOSE FORCE OF MIND IS BEYOND THEIR CONCEPTION, THEY COMPARE THEMSELVES WITH THEMSELVES, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS, (1) AND SO MAKE MISTAKES. CONSCIOUS THAT, IN THEIR INTERCOURSE THOUGH WITH ONE WIFE ONLY, THEY ARE OFTEN INFLUENCED BY MERE ANIMAL PASSION INSTEAD OF AN INTELLIGENT MOTIVE, THEY THINK IT AN OBVIOUS INFERENCE THAT, IF THE LIMITS OF MODERATION ARE NOT OBSERVED WHERE THERE IS ONLY ONE WIFE, THE INFIRMITY MUST BE AGGRAVATED WHERE THERE ARE MORE THAN ONE. 
48. BUT THOSE WHO HAVE NOT THE VIRTUES OF TEMPERANCE MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO JUDGE OF THE CONDUCT OF HOLY MEN, ANY MORE THAN THOSE IN FEVER OF THE SWEETNESS AND WHOLESOMENESS OF FOOD. NOURISHMENT MUST BE PROVIDED NOT BY THE DICTATES OF THE SICKLY TASTE, BUT RATHER BY THE JUDGMENT AND DIRECTION OF HEALTH, SO AS TO CURE THE SICKNESS. IF OUR CRITICS, THEN, WISH TO ATTAIN NOT A SPURIOUS AND AFFECTED, BUT A GENUINE AND SOUND MORAL HEALTH, LET THEM FIND A CURE IN BELIEVING THE SCRIPTURE RECORD, THAT THE HONORABLE NAME OF SAINT IS GIVEN NOT WITHOUT REASON TO MEN WHO HAD SEVERAL WIVES; AND THAT THE REASON IS THIS, THAT THE MIND CAN EXERCISE SUCH CONTROL OVER THE FLESH AS NOT TO ALLOW THE APPETITE IMPLANTED IN OUR NATURE BY PROVIDENCE TO GO BEYOND THE LIMITS OF DELIBERATE INTENTION. BY A SIMILAR MISUNDERSTANDING, THIS CRITICISM, WHICH CONSISTS RATHER IN DISHONEST SLANDER THAN IN HONEST JUDGMENT, MIGHT ACCUSE THE HOLY APOSTLES TOO OF PREACHING THE GOSPEL TO SO MANY PEOPLE, NOT FROM THE DESIRE OF BEGETTING CHILDREN TO ETERNAL LIFE, BUT FROM THE LOVE OF HUMAN PRAISE. THERE WAS NO LACK OF RENOWN TO THESE OUR FATHERS IN THE GOSPEL, FOR THEIR PRAISE WAS SPREAD IN NUMEROUS TONGUES THROUGH THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST. IN FACT, NO GREATER HONOR AND GLORY COULD HAVE BEEN PAID BY MEN TO THEIR FELLOW-CREATURES. IT WAS THE SINFUL DESIRE FOR THIS GLORY IN THE CHURCH WHICH LED THE REPROBATE SIMON IN HIS BLINDNESS TO WISH TO PURCHASE FOR MONEY WHAT WAS FREELY BESTOWED ON THE APOSTLES BY DIVINE GRACE.(2) THERE MUST HAVE BEEN THIS DESIRE OF GLORY IN THE MAN WHOM THE LORD IN THE GOSPEL CHECKS IN HIS DESIRE TO FOLLOW HIM, SAYING, "THE FOXES HAVE HOLES, AND THE BIRDS OF THE AIR HAVE NESTS, BUT THE SON OF MAN HATH NOT WHERE TO LAY HIS HEAD."(3) THE LORD SAW THAT HIS MIND WAS DARKENED BY FALSE APPEARANCES AND ELATED BY SUDDEN EMOTION, AND THAT THERE WAS NO GROUND OF FAITH TO AFFORD A LODGING TO THE TEACHER OF HUMILITY; FOR IN CHRIST'S DISCIPLESHIP THE MAN SOUGHT NOT CHRIST'S GRACE, BUT HIS OWN GLORY. BY THIS LOVE OF GLORY THOSE WERE LED AWAY WHOM THE APOSTLE PAUL CHARACTERIZES AS PREACHING CHRIST NOT SINCERELY, BUT OF CONTENTION AND ENVY; AND YET THE APOSTLE REJOICES IN THEIR PREACHING, KNOWING THAT IT MIGHT HAPPEN THAT, WHILE THE PREACHERS GRATIFIED THEIR DESIRE FOR HUMAN PRAISE, BELIEVERS MIGHT BE BORN AMONG THEIR HEARERS,--NOT AS THE RESULT OF THE ENVIOUS FEELING WHICH MADE THEM WISH TO RIVAL OR SURPASS THE FAME OF THE APOSTLES, BUT BY MEANS OF THE GOSPEL WHICH THEY PREACHED, THOUGH NOT SINCERELY; SO THAT GOD MIGHT BRING GOOD OUT OF THEIR EVIL. SO, A MAN MAY BE INDUCED TO MARRY BY SENSUAL DESIRE, AND NOT TO BEGET CHILDREN; AND YET A CHILD MAY BE BORN, A GOOD WORK OF GOD, DUE TO THE NATURAL POWER, NOT TO THE MISCONDUCT OF THE PARENT. AS, THEREFORE, THE HOLY APOSTLES WERE GRATIFIED WHEN THEIR DOCTRINE MET WITH ACCEPTANCE FROM THEIR HEARERS, NOT BECAUSE THEY WERE GREEDY FOR PRAISE, BUT BECAUSE THEY DESIRED TO SPREAD THE TRUTH; SO, THE HOLY PATRIARCHS IN THEIR CONJUGAL INTERCOURSE WERE ACTUATED NOT BY THE LOVE OF PLEASURE, BUT BY THE INTELLIGENT DESIRE FOR THE CONTINUANCE OF THEIR FAMILY. THUS, THE NUMBER OF THEIR HEARERS DID NOT MAKE THE APOSTLES AMBITIOUS; NOR DID THE NUMBER OF THEIR WIVES MAKE THE PATRIARCHS LICENTIOUS. BUT WHY DEFEND THE HUSBANDS, TO WHOSE CHARACTER THE DIVINE WORD BEARS THE HIGHEST TESTIMONY, WHEN IT APPEARS THAT THE WIVES THEMSELVES LOOKED UPON THEIR CONNECTION WITH THEIR HUSBANDS ONLY AS A MEANS OF GETTING SONS? SO, WHEN THEY FOUND THEMSELVES BARREN, THEY GAVE THEIR HANDMAIDS TO THEIR HUSBANDS; SO THAT WHILE THE HANDMAIDS HAD THE FLESHLY MOTHERHOOD, THE WIVES WERE MOTHERS IN INTENTION. 
49. FAUSTUS MAKES A MOST GROUNDLESS STATEMENT WHEN HE ACCUSES THE FOUR WOMEN OF QUARRELING LIKE ABANDONED CHARACTERS FOR THE POSSESSION OF THEIR HUSBAND. WHERE FAUSTUS READ THIS I KNOW NOT, UNLESS IT WAS IN HIS OWN HEART, AS IN A BOOK OF IMPIOUS DELUSIONS, IN WHICH FAUSTUS HIMSELF IS SEDUCED BY THAT SERPENT WITH REGARD TO WHOM THE APOSTLE FEARED FOR THE CHURCH, WHICH HE DESIRED TO PRESENT AS A CHASTE VIRGIN TO CHRIST; LEST, AS THE SERPENT HAD DECEIVED EVE BY HIS SUBTLETY, SO HE SHOULD ALSO CORRUPT THEIR MINDS BY TURNING THEM AWAY FROM THE SIMPLICITY OF CHRIST.(4) THE MANICHAEANS ARE SO FOND OF THIS SERPENT, THAT THEY ASSERT THAT HE DID MORE GOOD THAN HARM. FROM HIM FAUSTUS MUST HAVE GOT HIS MIND CORRUPTED WITH THE LIES INSTILLED INTO IT, WHICH HE NOW REPRODUCES IN THESE INFAMOUS CALUMNIES, AND IS EVEN BOLD ENOUGH TO PUT DOWN IN WRITING. IT IS NOT TRUE THAT ONE OF THE HANDMAIDS CARRIED OFF JACOB FROM THE OTHER, OR THAT THEY QUARRELED ABOUT POSSESSING HIM. THERE WAS ARRANGEMENT, BECAUSE THERE WAS NO LICENTIOUS PASSION; AND THE LAW OF CONJUGAL AUTHORITY WAS ALL THE STRONGER THAT THERE WAS NONE OF THE LAWLESSNESS OF FLESHLY DESIRE. HIS BEING HIRED BY ONE OF HIS WIVES PROVES WHAT IS HERE SAID, IN PLAIN OPPOSITION TO THE LIBELS OF THE MANICHAEANS. WHY SHOULD ONE HAVE HIRED HIM, UNLESS BY THE ARRANGEMENT HE WAS TO HAVE GONE IN TO THE OTHER? IT DOES NOT FOLLOW THAT HE WOULD NEVER HAVE GONE IN TO LEAH UNLESS SHE HAD HIRED HIM. HE MUST HAVE GONE TO HER ALWAYS IN HER TURN, FOR HE HAD MANY CHILDREN BY HER; AND IN OBEDIENCE TO HER HE HAD CHILDREN BY HER HAND-MAID, AND AFTERWARDS, WITHOUT ANY HIRING, BY HERSELF. ON THIS OCCASION IT WAS RACHEL'S TURN, SO THAT SHE HAD THE POWER SO EXPRESSLY MENTIONED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT BY THE APOSTLE, "THE HUSBAND HATH NOT POWER OVER HIS OWN BODY, BUT THE WIFE."(1) RACHEL HAD A BARGAIN WITH HER SISTER, AND, BEING IN HER SISTER'S DEBT, SHE REFERRED HER TO JACOB, HER OWN DEBTOR. FOR THE APOSTLE USES THIS FIGURE WHEN HE SAYS, "LET THE HUSBAND RENDER UNTO THE WIFE WHAT IS DUE."(2) RACHEL GAVE WHAT WAS IN HER POWER AS DUE FROM HER HUSBAND, IN RETURN FOR WHAT SHE HAD CHOSEN TO TAKE FROM HER SISTER. 
50. IF JACOB HAD BEEN OF SUCH A CHARACTER AS FAUSTUS IN HIS INCURABLE BLINDNESS SUPPOSES, AND NOT A SERVANT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS RATHER THAN OF CONCUPISCENCE, WOULD HE NOT HAVE BEEN LOOKING FORWARD EAGERLY ALL DAY TO THE PLEASURE OF PASSING THE NIGHT WITH THE MORE BEAUTIFUL OF HIS WIVES, WHOM HE CERTAINLY LOVED MORE THAN THE OTHER, AND FOR WHOM HE PAID THE PRICE OF TWICE SEVEN YEARS OF GRATUITOUS SERVICE? HOW, THEN, AT THE CLOSE OF THE DAY, ON HIS WAY TO HIS BELOVED, COULD HE HAVE CONSENTED TO BE TURNED ASIDE, IF HE HAD BEEN SUCH AS THE IGNORANT MANICHAEANS REPRESENT HIM? WOULD HE NOT HAVE DISREGARDED THE WISH OF THE WOMEN, AND INSISTED UPON GOING TO THE FAIR RACHEL, WHO BELONGED TO HIM THAT NIGHT NOT ONLY AS HIS LAWFUL WIFE, BUT ALSO AS COMING IN REGULAR ORDER? HE WOULD THUS HAVE USED HIS POWER AS A HUSBAND, FOR THE WIFE ALSO HAS NOT POWER OVER HER OWN BODY, BUT THE HUSBAND; AND HAVING ON THIS OCCASION THE ARRANGEMENT IN THEIR OBEDIENCE IN FAVOR OF THE GRATIFICATION OF HIS LOVE OF BEAUTY, HE MIGHT HAVE ENFORCED HIS AUTHORITY THE MORE SUCCESSFULLY. IN THAT CASE IT WOULD BE TO THE CREDIT OF THE WOMEN, THAT WHILE HE THOUGHT OF HIS OWN PLEASURE, THEY CONTENDED ABOUT HAVING A SON. AS IT WAS, THIS VIRTUOUS MAN, IN MANLY CONTROL OF SENSUAL APPETITE, THOUGHT MORE OF WHAT WAS DUE FROM HIM THAN TO HIM, AND INSTEAD OF USING HIS POWER FOR HIS OWN PLEASURE, CONSENTED TO BE ONLY THE DEBTOR IN THIS MUTUAL OBLIGATION. SO, HE CONSENTED TO PAY THE DEBT TO THE PERSON TO WHOM SHE TO WHOM IT WAS DUE WISHED HIM TO PAY IT. WHEN, BY THIS PRIVATE BARGAIN OF HIS WIVES, JACOB WAS SUDDENLY AND UNEXPECTEDLY FORCED TO TURN FROM THE BEAUTIFUL WIFE TO THE PLAIN ONE, HE DID NOT GIVE WAY EITHER TO ANGER OR TO DISAPPOINTMENT, NOR DID HE TRY TO PERSUADE HIS WIVES TO LET HIM HAVE HIS OWN WAY; BUT, LIKE A JUST HUSBAND AND AN INTELLIGENT PARENT, SEEING HIS WIVES CONCERNED ABOUT THE PRODUCTION OF CHILDREN, WHICH WAS ALL HE HIMSELF DESIRED IN MARRIAGE, HE THOUGHT IT BEST TO YIELD TO THEIR AUTHORITY, IN DESIRING THAT EACH SHOULD HAVE A CHILD: FOR, SINCE ALL THE CHILDREN WERE HIS, HIS OWN AUTHORITY WAS NOT IMPAIRED. AS IF HE HAD SAID TO THEM: ARRANGE AS YOU PLEASE AMONG YOURSELVES WHICH IS TO BE THE MOTHER; IT MATTERS NOT TO ME, SINCE IN ANY CASE I AM THE FATHER. THIS CONTROL OVER THE APPETITES, AND SIMPLE DESIRE TO BEGET CHILDREN, FAUSTUS WOULD HAVE BEEN CLEVER ENOUGH TO SEE AND APPROVE, UNLESS HIS MIND HAD BEEN CORRUPTED BY THE SHOCKING TENETS OF HIS SECT, WHICH LEAD HIM TO FIND FAULT WITH EVERYTHING IN THE SCRIPTURE, AND, MOREOVER, TEACH HIM TO CONDEMN AS THE GREATEST CRIME THE PROCREATION OF CHILDREN, WHICH IS THE PROPER DESIGN OF MARRIAGE. 
51. NOW, HAVING DEFENDED THE CHARACTER OF THE PATRIARCH, AND REFUTED AN ACCUSATION ARISING FROM THESE DETESTABLE ERRORS, LET US AVAIL OURSELVES OF THE OPPORTUNITY OF SEARCHING OUT THE SYMBOLICAL MEANING, AND LET US KNOCK WITH THE REVERENCE OF FAITH, THAT THE LORD MAY OPEN TO US THE TYPICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FOUR WIVES OF JACOB, OF WHOM TWO WERE FREE, AND TWO SLAVES. WE SEE THAT, IN THE WIFE AND BOND-SLAVES OF ABRAHAM, THE APOSTLE UNDERSTANDS THE TWO TESTAMENTS. (3) BUT THERE, ONE REPRESENTS EACH; HERE, THE APPLICATION DOES NOT SUIT SO WELL, AS THERE ARE TWO AND TWO. THERE, ALSO, THE SON OF THE BOND-SLAVE IS DISINHERITED; LINT HERE THE SONS OF THE SLAVES RECEIVE THE LAND OF PROMISE ALONG WITH THE SONS OF THE FREE WOMEN: SO THAT THIS TYPE MUST HAVE A DIFFERENT MEANING. 
52. SUPPOSING THAT THE TWO FREE WIVES POINT TO THE NEW TESTAMENT, BY WHICH WE ARE CALLED TO LIBERTY, WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THERE BEING TWO? PERHAPS BECAUSE IN SCRIPTURE, AS THE ATTENTIVE READER WILL FIND, WE ARE SAID TO HAVE TWO LIVES IN THE BODY OF CHRIST, ONE TEMPORAL, IN WHICH WE SUFFER PAIN, AND ONE ETERNAL, IN WHICH WE SHALL BEHOLD THE BLESSEDNESS OF GOD. WE SEE THE ONE IN THE LORD'S PASSION, AND THE OTHER IN HIS RESURRECTION. THE NAMES OF THE WOMEN POINT TO THIS MEANING: IT IS SAID THAT LEAH MEANS SUFFERING, AND RACHEL THE FIRST PRINCIPLE MADE VISIBLE, OR THE WORD WHICH MAKES THE FIRST PRINCIPLE VISIBLE. THE ACTION, THEN, OF OUR MORTAL HUMAN LIFE, IN WHICH WE LIVE BY FAITH, DOING MANY PAINFUL TASKS WITHOUT KNOWING WHAT BENEFIT MAY RESULT FROM THEM TO THOSE IN WHOM WE ARE INTERESTED, IS LEAH, JACOB'S FIRST WIFE. AND THUS, SHE IS SAID TO HAVE HAD WEAK EYES. FOR THE PURPOSES OF MORTALS ARE TIMID, AND OUR PLANS UNCERTAIN. AGAIN, THE HOPE OF THE ETERNAL CONTEMPLATION OF GOD, ACCOMPANIED WITH A SURE AND DELIGHTFUL PERCEPTION OF TRUTH, IS RACHEL. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, SHE IS DESCRIBED AS FAIR AND WELL-FORMED. THIS IS THE BELOVED OF EVERY PIOUS STUDENT, AND FOR THIS HE SERVES THE GRACE OF GOD, BY WHICH OUR SINS, THOUGH LIKE SCARLET, ARE MADE WHITE AS SNOW.(1) FOR LABAN MEANS MAKING WHITE; AND WE READ THAT JACOB SERVED LABAN FOR RACHEL.(2) NO MAN TURNS TO SERVE RIGHTEOUSNESS, IN SUBJECTION TO THE GRACE OF FORGIVENESS, BUT THAT HE MAY LIVE IN PEACE IN THE WORD WHICH MAKES VISIBLE THE FIRST PRINCIPLE, OR GOD; THAT IS, HE SERVES FOR RACHEL, NOT FOR LEAH. FOR WHAT A MAN LOVES IN THE WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NOT THE TOIL OF DOING AND SUFFERING. NO ONE DESIRES THIS LIFE FOR ITS OWN SAKE; AS JACOB DESIRED NOT LEAH, WHO YET WAS BROUGHT TO HIM, AND BECAME HIS WIFE, AND THE MOTHER OF CHILDREN. THOUGH SHE COULD NOT BE LOVED OF HERSELF, THE LORD MADE HER BE BORNE WITH AS A STEP TO RACHEL; AND THEN SHE CAME TO BE APPROVED OF ON ACCOUNT OF HER CHILDREN. THUS, EVERY USEFUL SERVANT OF GOD, BROUGHT INTO HIS GRACE BY WHICH HIS SINS ARE MADE WHITE, HAS IN HIS MIND, AND HEART, AND AFFECTION, WHEN HE THUS TURNS TO GOD, NOTHING BUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF WISDOM. THIS WE OFTEN EXPECT TO ATTAIN AS A REWARD FOR PRACTICING THE SEVEN PRECEPTS OF THE LAW WHICH CONCERN THE LOVE OF OUR NEIGHBOR, THAT WE INJURE NO ONE: NAMELY, HONOR THY FATHER AND MOTHER; THOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY; THOU SHALL NOT KILL; THOU SHALT NOT STEAL; THOU SHALL NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS; THOU SHALT NOT DESIRE THY NEIGHBOR'S WIFE; THOU SHALL NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOR'S PROPERTY. WHEN A MAN HAS OBEYED THESE TO THE BEST OF HIS ABILITY, AND, INSTEAD OF THE BRIGHT JOYS OF TRUTH WHICH HE DESIRED AND HOPED FOR, FINDS IN THE DARKNESS OF THE MANIFOLD TRIALS OF THIS WORLD THAT HE IS BOUND TO PAINFUL ENDURANCE, OR HAS EMBRACED LEAH INSTEAD OF RACHEL, IF THERE IS PERSEVERANCE IN HIS LOVE, HE BEARS WITH THE ONE IN ORDER TO ATTAIN THE OTHER; AND AS IF IT WERE SAID TO HIM, SERVE SEVEN OTHER YEARS FOR RACHEL, HE HEARS SEVEN NEW COMMANDS,--TO BE POOR IN SPIRIT, TO BE MEEK, TO BE A MOURNER, TO HUNGER AND THIRST AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS, TO BE MERCIFUL, PURE, AND A PEACEMAKER.(3) A MAN WOULD DESIRE, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE, TO OBTAIN AT ONCE THE JOYS OF LOVELY AND PERFECT WISDOM, WITHOUT THE ENDURANCE OF TOIL IN ACTION AND SUFFERING; BUT THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE IN MORTAL LIFE. THIS SEEMS TO BE MEANT, WHEN IT IS SAID TO JACOB: "IT IS NOT THE CUSTOM IN OUR COUNTRY TO MARRY THE YOUNGER BEFORE THE ELDER."(4) THE ELDER MAY VERY WELL MEAN THE FIRST IN ORDER OF TIME. SO, IN THE DISCIPLINE OF MAN, THE TOIL OF DOING THE WORK OF RIGHTEOUSNESS PRECEDES THE DELIGHT OF UNDERSTANDING THE TRUTH. 
53. TO THIS PURPOSE IT IS WRITTEN: "THOU HAST DESIRED WISDOM; KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS, AND THE LORD SHALL GIVE IT THEE."(5) THE COMMANDMENTS ARE THOSE CONCERNING RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THE RIGHTEOUSNESS IS THAT WHICH IS BY FAITH, SURROUNDED WITH THE UNCERTAINTY OF TEMPTATIONS; SO THAT UNDERSTANDING IS THE REWARD OF A PIOUS BELIEF OF WHAT IS NOT YET UNDERSTOOD. THE MEANING I HAVE GIVEN TO THESE WORDS, "THOU HAST DESIRED WISDOM; KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS, AND THE LORD SHALL GIVE IT THEE, "I FIND ALSO IN THE PASSAGE, "UNLESS YE BELIEVE, YE SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND;"(6) SHOWING THAT AS RIGHTEOUSNESS IS BY FAITH, UNDERSTANDING COMES BY WISDOM. ACCORDINGLY, IN THE CASE OF THOSE WHO EAGERLY DEMAND EVIDENT TRUTH, WE MUST NOT CONDEMN THE DESIRE, BUT REGULATE IT, SO THAT BEGINNING WITH FAITH IT MAY PROCEED TO THE DESIRED END THROUGH GOOD WORKS. THE LIFE OF VIRTUE IS ONE OF TOIL; THE END DESIRED IS UNCLOUDED WISDOM. WHY SHOULD I BELIEVE, SAYS ONE, WHAT IS NOT CLEARLY PROVED? LET ME HEAR SOME WORD WHICH WILL DISCLOSE THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF ALL THINGS. THIS IS THE ONE GREAT CRAVING OF THE RATIONAL SOUL IN THE PURSUIT OF TRUTH. AND THE ANSWER IS, WHAT YOU DESIRE IS EXCELLENT, AND WELL WORTHY OF YOUR LOVE; BUT LEAH IS TO BE MARRIED FIRST, AND THEN RACHEL. THE PROPER EFFECT OF YOUR EAGERNESS IS TO LEAD YOU TO SUBMIT TO THE RIGHT METHOD, INSTEAD OF REBELLING AGAINST IT; FOR WITHOUT THIS METHOD YOU CANNOT ATTAIN WHAT YOU SO EAGERLY LONG FOR. AND WHEN IT IS ATTAINED, THE POSSESSION OF THE LOVELY FORM OF KNOWLEDGE WILL BE IN THIS WORLD ACCOMPANIED WITH THE TOILS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. FOR HOWEVER CLEAR AND TRUE OUR PERCEPTION IN THIS LIFE MAY BE OF THE UNCHANGEABLE GOOD, THE MORTAL BODY IS STILL A WEIGHT ON THE MIND AND THE EARTHLY TABERNACLE IS A CLOG ON THE INTELLECT IN ITS MANIFOLD ACTIVITY. THE END THEN, IS ONE, BUT MANY THINGS MUST BE GONE THROUGH FOR THE SAKE OF IT. 
54. THUS JACOB HAS TWO FREE WIVES; FOR BOTH ARE DAUGHTERS OF THE REMISSION OF SINS, OR OF WHITENING, THAT IS, OF LABAN. ONE IS LOVED, THE OTHER IS BORNE. BUT SHE THAT IS BORNE IS THE MOST AND THE SOONEST FRUITFUL, THAT SHE MAY BE LOVED, IF NOT FOR HERSELF, AT LEAST FOR HER CHILDREN. FOR THE TOIL OF THE RIGHTEOUS IS SPECIALLY FRUITFUL IN THOSE WHOM THEY BEGET FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD, BY PREACHING THE GOSPEL AMID MANY TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS; AND THEY CALL THOSE THEIR JOY AND CROWN FOR WHOM THEY ARE IN LABORS MORE ABUNDANTLY, IN STRIPES ABOVE MEASURE, IN DEATHS OFTEN, (2)--FOR WHOM THEY HAVE FIGHTING’S WITHOUT AND FEARS WITHIN.(3) SUCH BIRTHS RESULT MOST EASILY AND PLENTIFULLY FROM THE WORD OF FAITH, THE PREACHING OF CHRIST CRUCIFIED, WHICH SPEAKS ALSO OF HIS HUMAN NATURE AS FAR AS IT CAN BE EASILY UNDERSTOOD, SO AS NOT TO HURT THE WEAK EYES OF LEAH. RACHEL, AGAIN, WITH CLEAR EYE, IS BESIDE HERSELF TO GOD, (4) AND SEES IN THE BEGINNING THE WORD OF GOD WITH GOD, AND WISHES TO BRING FORTH, BUT CANNOT; FOR WHO SHALL DECLARE HIS GENERATION? SO, THE LIFE DEVOTED TO CONTEMPLATION, IN ORDER TO SEE WITH NO FEEBLE MENTAL EYE THINGS INVISIBLE TO FLESH, BUT UNDERSTOOD BY THE THINGS THAT ARE MADE, AND TO DISCERN THE INEFFABLE MANIFESTATION OF THE ETERNAL POWER AND DIVINITY OF GOD, SEEKS LEISURE FROM ALL OCCUPATION, AND IS THEREFORE BARREN. IN THIS HABIT OF RETIREMENT, WHERE THE FIRE OF MEDITATION BURNS BRIGHT, THERE IS A WANT OF SYMPATHY WITH HUMAN WEAKNESS, AND WITH THE NEED MEN HAVE OF OUR HELP IN THEIR CALAMITIES. THIS LIFE ALSO BURNS WITH THE DESIRE FOR CHILDREN (FOR IT WISHES TO TEACH WHAT IT KNOWS, AND NOT TO GO WITH THE CORRUPTION OF ENVY (5), AND SEES ITS SISTER-LIFE FULLY OCCUPIED WITH WORK AND WITH BRINGING FORTH; AND IT GRIEVES THAT MEN RUN AFTER THAT VIRTUE WHICH CARES FOR THEIR WANTS L AND WEAKNESSES, INSTEAD OF THAT WHICH HAS A DIVINE IMPERISHABLE LESSON TO IMPART. THIS IS WHAT IS MEANT WHEN IT IS SAID, "RACHEL ENVIED HER SISTER."(6) MOREOVER, AS THE PURE INTELLECTUAL PERCEPTION OF THAT WHICH IS NOT MATTER, AND SO IS NOT THE OBJECT OF THE BODILY SENSE, CANNOT BE EXPRESSED IN WORDS WHICH SPRING FROM THE FLESH, THE DOCTRINE OF WISDOM PREFERS TO GET SOME LODGING FOR DIVINE TRUTH IN THE MIND BY WHATEVER MATERIAL FIGURES AND ILLUSTRATIONS OCCUR, RATHER THAN TO GIVE UP TEACHING THESE THINGS; AND THUS RACHEL PREFERRED THAT HER HUSBAND SHOULD HAVE CHILDREN BY HER HANDMAID, RATHER THAN THAT SHE SHOULD BE WITHOUT ANY CHILDREN. BILHAH, THE NAME OF HER HANDMAID, IS SAID TO MEAN OLD; AND SO, EVEN WHEN WE SPEAK OF THE SPIRITUAL AND UNCHANGEABLE NATURE OF GOD, IDEAS ARE SUGGESTED RELATING TO THE OLD LIFE OF THE BODILY SENSES. 
55. LEAH, TOO, GOT CHILDREN BY HER HANDMAID, FROM THE DESIRE OF HAVING A NUMEROUS FAMILY. ZILPAH, HER HANDMAID, IS, INTERPRETED, AN OPEN MOUTH. SO, LEAH'S HANDMAID REPRESENTS THOSE WHO ARE SPOKEN OF IN SCRIPTURE AS ENGAGING IN THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL WITH OPEN MOUTH, BUT NOT WITH OPEN HEART. THUS, IT IS WRITTEN OF SOME: "THIS PEOPLE HONOR ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR FROM ME."(7) TO SUCH THE APOSTLE SAYS: "THOU THAT PREACH THAT A MAN SHOULD NOT STEAL, DOST THOU STEAL? THOU THAT SAY A MAN SHOULD NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DOST THOU COMMIT ADULTERY?"(8) BUT THAT EVEN BY THIS ARRANGEMENT THE FREE WIFE OF JACOB, THE TYPE OF LABOR OR ENDURANCE, MIGHT OBTAIN CHILDREN TO BE HEIRS OF THE KINGDOM, THE LORD SAYS: "WHAT THEY SAY, DO; BUT DO NOT AFTER THEIR WORKS."(9) AND AGAIN, THE APOSTOLIC LIFE, WHEN ENDURING IMPRISONMENT, SAYS: "WHETHER CHRIST IS PREACHED IN PRETENSE OR IN TRUTH, I THEREIN DO REJOICE, YEA, AND WILL REJOICE."(10) IT IS THE JOY OF THE MOTHER OVER HER NUMEROUS FAMILY, THOUGH BORN OF HER HANDMAID. 
56. IN ONE INSTANCE LEAH OWED HER BECOMING A MOTHER TO RACHEL, WHO, IN RETURN FOR SOME MANDRAKES, ALLOWED HER HUSBAND TO GIVE HER NIGHT TO HER SISTER. SOME, I KNOW, THINK THAT EATING THIS FRUIT HAS THE EFFECT OF MAKING BARREN WOMEN PRODUCTIVE, AND THAT RACHEL, FROM HER DESIRE FOR CHILDREN, WAS THUS BENT ON GETTING THE FRUIT FROM HER SISTER. BUT I SHOULD NOT AGREE TO THIS, EVEN HAD RACHEL CONCEIVED AT THE TIME. AS LEAH THEN CONCEIVED, AND, BESIDES, HAD TWO OTHER CHILDREN BEFORE GOD OPENED RACHEL'S WOMB, THERE IS NO REASON FOR SUPPOSING ANY SUCH QUALITY IN THE MANDRAKE, WITHOUT ANY EXPERIENCE TO PROVE IT. I WILL GIVE MY EXPLANATION; THOSE BETTER ABLE THAN I MAY GIVE A BETTER. THOUGH THIS FRUIT IS NOT OFTEN MET WITH, I HAD ONCE, TO MY GREAT SATISFACTION, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS CONNECTION WITH THIS PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE, AN OPPORTUNITY OF SEEING IT. I EXAMINED THE FRUIT AS CAREFULLY AS I COULD, NOT WITH THE HELP OF ANY RECONDITE KNOWLEDGE OF THE NATURE OF ROOTS OR THE VIRTUES OF PLANTS, BUT ONLY AS TO WHAT I OR ANY ONE MIGHT LEARN FROM THE SIGHT, AND SMELL, AND TASTE. I THOUGHT IT A NICE-LOOKING FRUIT, AND SWEET-SMELLING, BUT INSIPID; AND I CONFESS IT IS HARD TO SAY WHY RACHEL DESIRED IT SO MUCH, UNLESS IT WAS FOR ITS RARITY AND ITS SWEET SMELL. WHY THE INCIDENT SHOULD BE NARRATED IN SCRIPTURE, IN WHICH THE FANCIES OF WOMEN WOULD NOT BE MENTIONED AS IMPORTANT UNLESS IT WAS INTENDED THAT WE SHOULD LEARN SOME IMPORTANT LESSON FROM THEM, THE ONLY THING I CAN THINK OF IS THE VERY SIMPLE IDEA THAT THE FRUIT REPRESENTS A GOOD CHARACTER; NOT THE PRAISE GIVEN A MAN BY A FEW JUST AND WISE PEOPLE, BUT POPULAR REPORT, WHICH BESTOWS GREATNESS AND RENOWN ON A MAN, AND WHICH IS NOT DESIRABLE FOR ITS OWN SAKE, BUT IS ESSENTIAL TO THE SUCCESS OF GOOD MEN IN THEIR ENDEAVORS TO BENEFIT THEIR FELLOW-MEN. SO, THE APOSTLE SAYS, THAT IT IS PROPER TO HAVE A GOOD REPORT OF THOSE THAT ARE WITHOUT;(1) FOR THOUGH THEY ARE NOT INFALLIBLE, THE LUSTER OF THEIR PRAISE AND THE ODOR OF THEIR GOOD OPINION ARE A GREAT HELP TO THE EFFORTS OF THOSE WHO SEEK TO BENEFIT THEM. AND THIS POPULAR RENOWN IS NOT OBTAINED BY THOSE THAT ARE HIGHEST IN THE CHURCH, UNLESS THEY EXPOSE THEMSELVES TO THE TOILS AND HAZARDS OF AN ACTIVE LIFE. THUS, THE SON OF LEAH FOUND THE MANDRAKES WHEN HE WENT OUT INTO THE FIELD, THAT IS, WHEN WALKING HONESTLY TOWARDS THOSE THAT ARE WITHOUT. THE PURSUIT OF WISDOM, ON THE OTHER HAND, RETIRED FROM THE BUSY CROWD, AND LOST IN CALM MEDITATION, COULD NEVER OBTAIN A PARTICLE OF THIS PUBLIC APPROVAL, EXCEPT THROUGH THOSE WHO TAKE THE MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC BUSINESS, NOT FOR THE SAKE OF BEING LEADERS, BUT IN ORDER TO BE USEFUL. THESE MEN OF ACTION AND BUSINESS EXERT THEMSELVES FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT, AND BY A POPULAR USE OF THEIR INFLUENCE GAIN THE APPROVAL OF THE PEOPLE EVEN FOR THE QUIET LIFE OF THE STUDENT AND INQUIRER AFTER TRUTH; AND THUS, THROUGH LEAH THE MANDRAKES COME INTO THE HANDS OF RACHEL. LEAH HERSELF GOT THEM FROM HER FIRST-BORN SON, THAT IS, IN HONOR OF HER FERTILITY, WHICH REPRESENTS ALL THE USEFUL RESULT OF A LABORIOUS LIFE EXPOSED TO THE COM MORT VICISSITUDES; A LIFE WHICH MANY AVOID ON ACCOUNT OF ITS TROUBLESOME ENGAGEMENTS, BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH THEY MIGHT BE ABLE TO TAKE THE LEAD, THEY ARE BENT ON STUDY, AND DEVOTE ALL THEIR POWERS TO THE QUIET PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE, IN LOVE WITH THE BEAUTY OF RACHEL. 
57. BUT AS IT IS RIGHT THAT THIS STUDIOUS LIFE SHOULD GAIN PUBLIC APPROVAL BY LETTING ITSELF BE KNOWN, WHILE IT CANNOT RIGHTLY GAIN THIS APPROVAL IF IT KEEPS ITS FOLLOWER IN RETIREMENT, INSTEAD OF USING HIS POWERS FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF ECCLESIASTICAL AFFAIRS, AND SO PREVENTS HIS BEING GENERALLY USEFUL; TO THIS PURPOSE LEAH SAYS TO HER SISTER, "IS IT A SMALL MATTER THAT THOU HAST TAKEN MY HUSBAND? AND WOULD THOU TAKE AWAY MY SON'S MANDRAKES ALSO?"(2) THE HUSBAND REPRESENTS ALL THOSE WHO, THOUGH FIT FOR ACTIVE LIFE, AND ABLE TO GOVERN THE CHURCH, IN ADMINISTERING TO BELIEVERS THE MYSTERY OF THE FAITH, FROM THEIR LOVE OF LEARNING AND OF THE PURSUIT OF WISDOM, DESIRE TO RELINQUISH ALL TROUBLESOME OCCUPATIONS, AND TO BURY THEMSELVES IN THE CLASSROOM. THUS, THE WORDS, "IS IT A SMALL MATTER THAT THOU HAST TAKEN MY HUSBAND? AND WOULD THOU TAKE AWAY MY SON'S MANDRAKES ALSO?" MEAN, "IS IT A SMALL MATTER THAT THE LIFE OF STUDY KEEPS IN RETIREMENT MEN REQUIRED FOR THE TOILS OF PUBLIC LIFE? AND DOES IT ASK FOR POPULAR RENOWN AS WELL?" 
58. TO GET THIS RENOWN JUSTLY, RACHEL GIVES HER HUSBAND TO HER SISTER FOR THE NIGHT; THAT IS, THOSE WHO, BY A TALENT FOR BUSINESS, ARE FITTED FOR GOVERNMENT, MUST FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT CONSENT TO BEAR THE BURDEN AND SUFFER THE HARDSHIPS OF PUBLIC LIFE; LEST THE PURSUIT OF WISDOM, TO WHICH THEIR LEISURE IS DEVOTED, SHOULD BE EVIL SPOKEN OF, AND SHOULD NOT GAIN FROM THE MULTITUDE THE GOOD OPINION, REPRESENTED BY THE FRUIT, WHICH IS NECESSARY FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF THEIR PUPILS. BUT THE LIFE OF BUSINESS MUST BE FORCED UPON THEM. THIS IS CLEARLY SHOWN BY LEAH'S MEETING JACOB WHEN COMING FROM THE FIELD, AND LAYING HOLD OF HIM, SAYING, "THOU SHALT COME IN TO ME; FOR I HAVE HIRED THEE WITH MY SON'S MANDRAKES."(3) AS IF SHE SAID, DOST THOU WISH THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH THOU LOVE TO BE WELL THOUGHT OF? DO NOT SHIRK THE TOIL OF BUSINESS. THE SAME THING HAPPENS CONSTANTLY IN THE CHURCH. WHAT WE READ IS EXPLAINED BY WHAT WE MEET WITH IN OUR OWN EXPERIENCE. DO WE NOT EVERYWHERE SEE MEN COMING FROM SECULAR EMPLOYMENTS, TO SEEK LEISURE FOR THE STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION OF TRUTH, THEIR BELOVED RACHEL, AND INTERCEPTED MID-WAY BY ECCLESIASTICAL AFFAIRS, WHICH REQUIRE THEM TO BE SET TO WORK, AS IF LEAH SAID TO THEM, YOU MUST COME IN TO ME? WHEN SUCH MEN MINISTER IN SINCERITY THE MYSTERY OF GOD, SO AS IN THE NIGHT OF THIS WORLD TO BEGET SONS IN THE FAITH, POPULAR APPROVAL IS GAINED ALSO FOR THAT LIFE, IN LOVE FOR WHICH THEY WERE LED TO ABANDON WORLDLY PURSUITS, AND FROM THE ADOPTION OF WHICH THEY WERE CALLED AWAY TO UNDERTAKE THE BENEVOLENT TASK OF GOVERNMENT. IN ALL THEIR LABORS THEY AIM CHIEFLY AT THIS, THAT THEIR CHOSEN WAY OF LIFE MAY HAVE GREATER AND WIDER RENOWN, AS HAVING SUPPLIED THE PEOPLE WITH SUCH LEADERS; AS JACOB CONSENTS TO GO WITH LEAH, THAT RACHEL MAY OBTAIN THE SWEET-SMELLING AND GOOD-LOOKING FRUIT. RACHEL, TOO, IN COURSE OF TIME, BY THE MERCY OF GOD, BRINGS FORTH A CHILD HERSELF, BUT NOT TILL AFTER SOME TIME; FOR IT SELDOM HAPPENS THAT THERE IS A SOUND, THOUGH ONLY PARTIAL, APPREHENSION, WITHOUT FLESHLY IDEAS, OF SUCH SACRED LESSONS OF WISDOM AS THIS: "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD."(1) 
59. THIS MUST SUFFICE AS A REPLY TO THE FALSE ACCUSATIONS BROUGHT BY FAUSTUS AGAINST THE THREE FATHERS, ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, FROM WHOM THE GOD WHOM THE CATHOLIC CHURCH WORSHIP WAS PLEASED TO TAKE HIS NAME. THIS IS NOT THE PLACE TO DISCOURSE ON THE MERITS AND PIETY OF THESE THREE MEN, OR ON THE DIGNITY OF THEIR PROPHETIC CHARACTER, WHICH IS BEYOND THE COMPREHENSION OF CARNAL MINDS. IT IS ENOUGH IN THIS TREATISE TO DEFEND THEM AGAINST THE CALUMNIOUS ATTACKS OF MALEVOLENCE AND FALSEHOOD, IN CASE THOSE WHO READ THE SCRIPTURES IN A CARPING AND HOSTILE SPIRIT SHOULD FANCY THAT THEY HAVE PROVED ANYTHING AGAINST THE SACREDNESS AND THE PROFITABLENESS OF THESE BOOKS, BY THEIR ATTEMPTS TO BLACKEN THE CHARACTER OF MEN WHO ARE THERE MENTIONED SO HONORABLY. 
60. IT SHOULD BE ADDED THAT LOT, THE BROTHER, THAT IS THE BLOOD RELATION, OF ABRAHAM, IS NOT TO BE RANKED AS EQUAL TO THOSE OF WHOM GOD SAYS, "I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, OF ISAAC, AND OF JACOB;" NOR DOES HE BELONG TO THOSE TESTIFIED TO IN SCRIPTURE AS HAVING CONTINUED RIGHTEOUS TO THE END, ALTHOUGH IN SODOM HE LIVED A PIOUS AND VIRTUOUS LIFE, AND SHOWED A PRAISEWORTHY HOSPITALITY, SO THAT HE WAS RESCUED FROM THE FIRE, AND A LAND WAS GIVEN BY GOD TO HIS SEED TO DWELL IN, FOR THE SAKE OF HIS UNCLE ABRAHAM. ON THESE ACCOUNTS HE IS COMMENDED IN SCRIPTURE--NOT FOR INTEMPERANCE OR INCEST. BUT WHEN WE FIND BAD AND GOOD ACTIONS RECORDED OF THE SAME PERSON, WE MUST TAKE WARNING FROM THE ONE, AND EXAMPLE FROM THE OTHER. AS, THEN, THE SIN OF LOT, OF WHOM WE ARE TOLD THAT HE WAS RIGHTEOUS PREVIOUS TO THIS SIN, INSTEAD OF BRINGING A STAIN ON THE CHARACTER OF GOD, OR THE TRUTH OF SCRIPTURE, RATHER CALLS ON US TO APPROVE AND ADMIRE THE RECORD IN ITS RESEMBLANCE TO A FAITHFUL MIRROR, WHICH REFLECTS NOT ONLY THE BEAUTIES AND PERFECTIONS, BUT ALSO THE FAULTS AND DEFORMITIES, OF THOSE WHO APPROACH IT; STILL MORE, IN THE CASE OF JUDAH, WHO LAY WITH HIS DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, WE MAY SEE HOW GROUNDLESS ARE THE REPROACHES CAST ON THE NARRATIVE. THE SACRED RECORD HAS AN AUTHORITY WHICH RAISES IT FAR ABOVE NOT MERELY THE CAVILS OF A HANDFUL OF MANICHAEANS, BUT THE DETERMINED ENMITY OF THE WHOLE GENTILE WORLD; FOR, IN CONFIRMATION OF ITS CLAIMS, WE SEE THAT ALREADY IT HAS BROUGHT NEARLY ALL PEOPLE FROM THEIR IDOLATROUS SUPERSTITIONS TO THE WORSHIP OF ONE GOD, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF CHRISTIANITY. IT HAS CONQUERED THE WORLD, NOT BY VIOLENCE AND WARFARE, BUT BY THE RESISTLESS FORCE OF TRUTH. WHERE, THEN, IS JUDAH PRAISED IN SCRIPTURE? WHERE IS ANYTHING GOOD SAID OF HIM, EXCEPT THAT IN THE BLESSING PRONOUNCED BY HIS FATHER HE IS DISTINGUISHED ABOVE THE REST, BECAUSE OF THE PROPHECY THAT CHRIST WOULD COME IN THE FLESH FROM HIS TRIBE? (2) 
61. JUDAH, AS FAUSTUS SAYS, COMMITTED FORNICATION; AND BESIDES THAT, WE CAN ACCUSE HIM OF SELLING HIS BROTHER INTO EGYPT. IS IT ANY DISPARAGEMENT TO LIGHT, THAT IN REVEALING ALL THINGS IT DISCLOSES WHAT IS UNSIGHTLY? SO NEITHER IS THE CHARACTER OF SCRIPTURE AFFECTED BY THE EVIL DEEDS OF WHICH WE ARE INFORMED BY THE RECORD ITSELF. UNDOUBTEDLY, BY THE ETERNAL LAW, WHICH REQUIRES THE PRESERVATION OF NATURAL ORDER, AND FORBIDS THE TRANSGRESSION OF IT, CONJUGAL INTERCOURSE SHOULD TAKE PLACE ONLY FOR THE PROCREATION OF CHILDREN, AND AFTER THE CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE, SO AS TO MAINTAIN THE BOND OF PEACE. THEREFORE, THE PROSTITUTION OF WOMEN, MERELY FOR THE GRATIFICATION OF SINFUL PASSION, IS CONDEMNED BY THE DIVINE AND ETERNAL LAW. TO PURCHASE THE DEGRADATION OF ANOTHER, DISGRACES THE PURCHASER; SO THAT, THOUGH THE SIN WOULD HAVE BEEN GREATER IF JUDAH HAD KNOWINGLY LAIN WITH HIS DAUGHTER-IN-LAW (FOR IF, AS THE LORD SAYS, MAN AND WIFE ARE NO MORE TWO, BUT ONE FLESH,(3) A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW IS THE SAME AS A DAUGHTER); STILL, IT IS PLAIN THAT, AS REGARDS HIS OWN INTENTION, HE WAS DISGRACED BY HIS INTERCOURSE WITH AN HARLOT. THE WOMAN, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHO DECEIVED HER FATHER-IN-LAW, SINNED NOT FROM WANTONNESS, OR BECAUSE SHE LOVED THE GAINS OF INIQUITY, BUT FROM HER DESIRE TO HAVE CHILDREN OF THIS PARTICULAR FAMILY. SO, BEING DISAPPOINTED IN TWO OF THE BROTHERS, AND NOT OBTAINING THE THIRD, SHE SUCCEEDED BY CRAFT IN GETTING A CHILD BY THEIR FATHER; AND THE REWARD WHICH SHE GOT WAS KEPT, NOT AS AN ORNAMENT, BUT AS A PLEDGE. IT WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE BEEN BETTER TO HAVE REMAINED CHILDLESS THAN TO BECOME A MOTHER WITHOUT MARRIAGE. STILL, HER DESIRE TO HAVE HER FATHER-IN-LAW AS THE FATHER OF HER CHILDREN WAS VERY DIFFERENT FROM HAVING A CRIMINAL AFFECTION FOR HIM. AND WHEN, BY HIS ORDER, SHE WAS BROUGHT OUT TO BE KILLED, ON HER PRODUCING THE STAFF AND NECKLACE AND RING, SAYING THAT THE FATHER OF THE CHILD WAS THE MAN WHO HAD GIVEN HER THOSE PLEDGES, JUDAH ACKNOWLEDGED THEM, AND SAID, "SHE HATH BEEN MORE RIGHTEOUS THAN I" --NOT PRAISING HER, BUT CONDEMNING HIMSELF. HE BLAMED HER DESIRE TO HAVE CHILDREN LESS THAN HIS OWN UNLAWFUL PASSION, WHICH HAD LED HIM TO ONE WHOM HE THOUGHT TO BE A HARLOT. IN A SIMILAR SENSE, IT IS SAID OF SOME THAT THEY JUSTIFIED SODOM;(1) THAT IS, THEIR SIN WAS SO GREAT, THAT SODOM SEEMED RIGHTEOUS IN COMPARISON. AND EVEN ALLOWING THAT THIS WOMAN IS NOT SPOKEN OF AS COMPARATIVELY LESS GUILTY, BUT IS ACTUALLY PRAISED BY HER FATHER-IN-LAW, WHILE, ON ACCOUNT OF HER NOT OBSERVING THE ESTABLISHED RITES OF MARRIAGE, SHE IS A CRIMINAL IN THE EYE OF THE ETERNAL LAW OF RIGHT, WHICH FORBIDS THE TRANSGRESSION OF NATURAL ORDER, BOTH AS REGARDS THE BODY, AND FIRST AND CHIEFLY AS REGARDS THE MIND, WHAT WONDER THOUGH ONE SINNER SHOULD PRAISE ANOTHER? 
62. THE MISTAKE OF FAUSTUS AND OF MANICHAEISM GENERALLY, IS IN SUPPOSING THAT THESE OBJECTIONS PROVE ANYTHING AGAINST US, AS IF OUR REVERENCE FOR SCRIPTURE, AND OUR PROFESSION OF REGARD FOR ITS AUTHORITY, BOUND US TO APPROVE OF ALL THE EVIL ACTIONS MENTIONED IN IT; WHEREAS THE GREATER OUR HOMAGE FOR THE SCRIPTURE, THE MORE DECIDED MUST BE OUR CONDEMNATION OF WHAT THE TRUTH OF SCRIPTURE ITSELF TEACHES US TO CONDEMN. IN SCRIPTURE, ALL FORNICATION AND ADULTERY ARE CONDEMNED BY THE DIVINE LAW; ACCORDINGLY, WHEN ACTIONS OF THIS KIND ARE NARRATED, WITHOUT BEING EXPRESSLY CONDEMNED, IT IS INTENDED NOT THAT WE SHOULD PRAISE THEM, BUT THAT WE SHOULD PASS JUDGMENT ON THEM OURSELVES. EVERY ONE EXECRATES THE CRUELTY OF HEROD IN THE GOSPEL, WHEN, IN HIS UNEASINESS ON HEARING OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, HE COMMANDED THE SLAUGHTER OF SO MANY INFANTS. (2) BUT THIS IS MERELY NARRATED WITHOUT BEING CONDEMNED. OR IF MANICHAEAN ABSURDITY IS BOLD ENOUGH TO DENY THE TRUTH OF THIS NARRATIVE, SINCE THEY DO NOT ADMIT THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, WHICH WAS WHAT TROUBLED HEROD, LET THEM READ THE ACCOUNT OF THE BLIND FURY OF THE JEWS, WHICH IS RELATED WITHOUT ANY EXPRESSION OF REPROACH, ALTHOUGH THE FEELING OF ABHORRENCE IS THE SAME IN ALL. 
63. BUT, IT IS SAID, JUDAH, WHO LAY WITH HIS DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, IS RECKONED AS ONE OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS. AND WAS NOT JUDAS, WHO BETRAYED THE LORD, RECKONED AMONG THE TWELVE APOSTLES? AND WAS NOT THIS ONE OF THEM, WHO WAS A DEVIL, SENT ALONG WITH THEM TO PREACH THE GOSPEL?(3) IN REPLY TO THIS, IT WILL BE SAID THAT AFTER HIS CRIME JUDAS HANGED HIMSELF, AND WAS REMOVED FROM THE NUMBER OF THE APOSTLES; WHILE JUDAH, AFTER HIS EVIL CONDUCT, WAS NOT ONLY BLESSED ALONG WITH HIS BRETHREN, BUT GOT SPECIAL HONOR AND APPROVAL FROM HIS FATHER, WHO IS SO HIGHLY SPOKEN OF IN SCRIPTURE. BUT THE MAIN LESSON TO BE LEARNED FROM THIS IS, THAT THIS PROPHECY REFERS NOT TO JUDAH, BUT TO CHRIST, WHO WAS FORETOLD AS TO COME IN THE FLESH FROM HIS TRIBE; AND THE VERY REASON FOR THE MENTION OF THIS CRIME OF JUDAH IS TO BE FOUND IN THE DESIRABLENESS OF TEACHING US TO LOOK FOR ANOTHER MEANING IN THE WORDS OF HIS FATHER, WHICH ARE SEEN NOT TO BE APPLICABLE TO HIM IN HIS MISCONDUCT, FROM THE PRAISE WHICH THEY EXPRESS. 
64. DOUBTLESS, THE INTENTION OF FAUSTUS' CALUMNIES IS TO DAMAGE THIS VERY ASSERTION, THAT CHRIST WAS BORN OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH. ESPECIALLY, AS IN THE GENEALOGY GIVEN BY MATTHEW, WE FIND THE NAME OF ZARA, WHOM THIS WOMAN TAMAR BORE TO JUDAH. HAD FAUSTUS WISHED TO REPROACH JACOB'S FAMILY MERELY, AND NOT CHRIST'S BIRTH, HE MIGHT HAVE TAKEN THE CASE OF REUBEN THE FIRST-BORN, WHO COMMITTED THE UNNATURAL CRIME OF DEFILING HIS FATHER'S BED, OF WHICH FORNICATION THE APOSTLE SAYS, THAT IT WAS NOT SO MUCH AS NAMED AMONG THE GENTILES. (4) JACOB ALSO MENTIONS THIS IN HIS BLESSING, CHARGING HIS SON WITH THE INFAMOUS DEED. FAUSTUS MIGHT HAVE BROUGHT UP THIS, AS REUBEN SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF DELIBERATE INCEST, AND THERE WAS NO HARLOT'S DISGUISE IN THIS CASE, WERE IT NOT THAT TAMAR'S CONDUCT IN DESIRING NOTHING BUT TO HAVE CHILDREN IS MORE ODIOUS TO FAUSTUS THAN IF SHE HAD ACTED FROM CRIMINAL PASSION, AND DID HE NOT WISH TO DISCREDIT THE INCARNATION, BY BRINGING REPROACH ON CHRIST'S PROGENITORS. FAUSTUS UNHAPPILY IS NOT AWARE THAT THE MOST TRUE AND TRUTHFUL SAVIOR IS A TEACHER, NOT ONLY IN HIS WORDS, BUT ALSO IN HIS BIRTH. IN HIS FLESHLY ORIGIN THERE IS THIS LESSON FOR THOSE WHO SHOULD BELIEVE ON HIM FROM ALL NATIONS, THAT THE SINS OF THEIR FATHERS, NEED BE NO HINDRANCE TO THEM. BESIDES, THE BRIDEGROOM, WHO WAS TO CALL GOOD AND BAD TO HIS MARRIAGE, (5) WAS PLEASED TO ASSIMILATE HIMSELF TO HIS GUESTS, IN BEING BORN OF GOOD AND BAD. HE THUS CONFIRMS AS TYPICAL OF HIMSELF THE SYMBOL OF THE PASSOVER, IN WHICH IT WAS COMMANDED THAT THE LAMB TO BE EATEN SHOULD BE TAKEN FROM THE SHEEP OR FROM THE GOATS--THAT IS, FROM THE RIGHTEOUS OR THE WICKED.(6) PRESERVING THROUGHOUT THE INDICATION OF DIVINITY AND HUMANITY, AS MAN HE CONSENTED TO HAVE BOTH BAD AND GOOD AS HIS PARENTS, WHILE AS GOD HE CHOSE THE MIRACULOUS BIRTH FROM A VIRGIN. 
65. THE IMPIETY, THEREFORE, OF FAUSTUS' ATTACKS ON SCRIPTURE CAN INJURE NO ONE BUT HIMSELF; FOR WHAT HE THUS ASSAILS IS NOW DESERVEDLY THE OBJECT OF UNIVERSAL REVERENCE. AS HAS BEEN SAID ALREADY, THE SACRED RECORD, LIKE A FAITHFUL MIRROR, HAS NO FLATTERY IN ITS PORTRAITS, AND EITHER ITSELF PASSES SENTENCE UPON HUMAN ACTIONS AS WORTHY OF APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL, OR LEAVES THE READER TO DO SO. AND NOT ONLY DOES IT DISTINGUISH MEN AS BLAMEWORTHY OR PRAISEWORTHY, BUT IT ALSO TAKES NOTICE OF CASES WHERE THE BLAMEWORTHY DESERVE PRAISE, AND THE PRAISEWORTHY BLAME. THUS, ALTHOUGH SAUL WAS BLAMEWORTHY, IT WAS NOT THE LESS PRAISEWORTHY IN HIM TO EXAMINE SO CAREFULLY WHO HAD EATEN FOOD DURING THE CURSE, AND TO PRONOUNCE THE STERN SENTENCE IN OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD.(1) SO, TOO, HE WAS RIGHT IN BANISHING THOSE THAT HAD FAMILIAR SPIRITS AND WIZARDS OUT OF THE LAND.(2) AND ALTHOUGH DAVID WAS PRAISEWORTHY, WE ARE NOT CALLED ON TO APPROVE OR IMITATE HIS SINS, WHICH GOD REBUKES BY THE PROPHET. AND SO, PONTIUS PILATE WAS NOT WRONG IN PRONOUNCING THE LORD INNOCENT, IN SPITE OF THE ACCUSATIONS OF THE JEWS; (3) NOR WAS IT PRAISEWORTHY IN PETER TO DENY THE LORD THRICE; NOR, AGAIN, WAS HE PRAISEWORTHY ON THAT OCCASION WHEN CHRIST CALLED HIM SATAN BECAUSE, NOT UNDERSTANDING THE THINGS OF GOD, HE WISHED TO WITHHOLD CHRIST FROM HIS PASSION, THAT IS, FROM OUR SALVATION. HERE PETER, IMMEDIATELY AFTER BEING CALLED BLESSED, IS CALLED SATAN. (4) WHICH CHARACTER MOST TRULY BELONGED TO HIM, WE MAY SEE FROM HIS APOSTLESHIP, AND FROM HIS CROWN OF MARTYRDOM. 
66. IN THE CASE OF DAVID ALSO, WE READ OF BOTH GOOD AND BAD ACTIONS. BUT WHERE DAVID'S STRENGTH LAY, AND WHAT WAS THE SECRET OF HIS SUCCESS, IS SUFFICIENTLY PLAIN, NOT TO THE BLIND MALEVOLENCE WITH WHICH FAUSTUS ASSAILS HOLY WRITINGS AND HOLY MEN, BUT TO PIOUS DISCERNMENT, WHICH BOWS TO THE DIVINE AUTHORITY, AND AT THE SAME TIME JUDGES CORRECTLY OF HUMAN CONDUCT. THE MANICHAEANS WILL FIND, IF THEY READ THE SCRIPTURES, THAT GOD REBUKES DAVID MORE THAN FAUSTUS DOES.(5) BUT THEY WILL READ ALSO OF THE SACRIFICE OF HIS PENITENCE, OF HIS SURPASSING GENTLENESS TO HIS MERCILESS AND BLOODTHIRSTY ENEMY, WHOM DAVID, PIOUS AS HE WAS BRAVE, DISMISSED UNHURT WHEN NOW AND AGAIN HE FELL INTO HIS HANDS.(6) THEY WILL READ OF HIS MEMORABLE HUMILITY UNDER DIVINE CHASTISEMENT, WHEN THE KINGLY NECK WAS SO BOWED UNDER THE MASTER'S YOKE, THAT HE BORE WITH PERFECT PATIENCE BITTER TAUNTS FROM HIS ENEMY, THOUGH HE WAS ARMED, AND HAD ARMED MEN WITH HIM. AND WHEN HIS COMPANION WAS ENRAGED AT SUCH THINGS BEING SAID TO THE KING, AND WAS ON THE POINT OF REQUITING THE INSULT ON THE HEAD OF THE SCOFFER, HE MILDLY RESTRAINED HIM, APPEALING TO THE FEAR OF GOD IN SUPPORT OF HIS OWN ROYAL ORDER, AND SAYING THAT THIS BAD HAPPENED TO HIM AS A PUNISHMENT FROM GOD, WHO HAD SENT THE MAN TO CURSE HIM.(7) THEY WILL READ HOW, WITH THE LOVE OF A SHEPHERD FOR THE FLOCK ENTRUSTED TO HIM, HE WAS WILLING TO DIE FOR THEM, WHEN, AFTER HE HAD NUMBERED THE PEOPLE, GOD SAW GOOD TO PUNISH HIS SINFUL PRIDE BY LESSENING THE NUMBER HE BOASTED OF. IN THIS DESTRUCTION, GOD, WITH WHOM THERE IS NO INIQUITY, IN HIS SECRET JUDGMENT, BOTH TOOK AWAY THE LIVES OF THOSE WHOM HE KNEW TO BE UNWORTHY OF LIFE, AND BY THIS DIMINUTION CURED THE VAINGLORY WHICH HAD PRIDED ITSELF ON THE NUMBER OF THE PEOPLE. THEY WILL READ OF THAT SCRUPULOUS FEAR OF GOD IN HIS REGARD FOR THE EMBLEM OF CHRIST IN THE SACRED ANOINTING, WHICH MADE DAVID'S HEART SMITE HIM WITH REGRET FOR HAVING SECRETLY CUT OFF A SMALL PIECE OF SAUL'S GARMENT, THAT HE MIGHT PROVE TO HIM THAT HE HAD NO WISH TO KILL HIM, WHEN HE MIGHT HAVE DONE IT. THEY WILL READ OF HIS JUDICIOUS BEHAVIOR AS REGARDS HIS CHILDREN, AND ALSO OF HIS TENDERNESS TOWARD THEM--HOW, WHEN ONE WAS SICK, HE ENTREATED THE LORD FOR HIM WITH MANY TEARS AND WITH MUCH SELF-ABASEMENT, BUT WHEN HE DIED, AN INNOCENT CHILD, HE DID NOT MOURN FOR HIM; AND AGAIN, HOW, WHEN HIS YOUTHFUL SON WAS CARRIED AWAY WITH UNNATURAL HOSTILITY TO AN INFAMOUS VIOLATION OF HIS FATHER'S BED, AND IN A PARRICIDAL WAR, HE WISHED HIM TO LIVE, AND WEPT FOR HIM WHEN HE WAS KILLED; FOR HE THOUGHT OF THE ETERNAL DOOM OF A SOUL GUILTY OF SUCH CRIMES, AND DESIRED THAT HE SHOULD LIVE TO ESCAPE THIS DOOM BY BEING BROUGHT TO SUBMISSION AND REPENTANCE. THESE, AND MANY OTHER PRAISEWORTHY AND EXEMPLARY THINGS, MAY BE SEEN IN THIS HOLY MAN BY A CANDID EXAMINATION OF THE SCRIPTURE NARRATIVE, ESPECIALLY IF IN HUMBLE PIETY AND UNFEIGNED FAITH WE REGARD THE JUDGMENT OF GOD, WHO KNEW THE SECRETS OF DAVID'S HEART, AND WHO, IN HIS INFALLIBLE INSPECTION, SO APPROVES OF DAVID AS TO COMMEND HIM AS A PATTERN TO HIS SONS. 
67. IT MUST HAVE BEEN ON ACCOUNT OF THIS INSPECTION OF THE DEPTHS OF DAVID'S HEART BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD THAT, WHEN ON BEING REPROVED BY THE PROPHET, HE SAID, I HAVE SINNED, HE WAS CONSIDERED WORTHY TO BE TOLD, IMMEDIATELY AFTER THIS BRIEF CONFESSION, THAT HE WAS PARDONED--THAT IS, THAT HE WAS ADMITTED TO ETERNAL SALVATION. FOR HE DID NOT ESCAPE THE CORRECTION OF THE FATHERLY ROD, OF WHICH GOD SPOKE IN HIS THREATENING, THAT, WHILE BY HIS CONFESSION HE OBTAINED ETERNAL EXEMPTION, HE MIGHT BE TRIED BY TEMPORAL CHASTISEMENT. AND IT IS A REMARKABLE EVIDENCE OF THE STRENGTH OF DAVID'S FAITH, AND OF HIS MEEK AND SUBMISSIVE SPIRIT, THAT, WHEN HE HAD BEEN TOLD BY THE PROPHET THAT GOD HAD FORGIVEN HIM, ALTHOUGH THE THREATENED CONSEQUENCES WERE STILL PERMITTED TO FOLLOW, HE DID NOT ACCUSE THE PROPHET OF HAVING DELUDED HIM, OR MURMUR AGAINST GOD AS HAVING MOCKED HIM WITH A DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS. THIS DEEPLY HOLY MAN, WHOSE SOUL WAS LIFTED UP UNTO GOD, AND NOT AGAINST GOD, KNEW THAT HAD NOT THE LORD MERCIFULLY ACCEPTED HIS CONFESSION AND REPENTANCE, HIS SINS WOULD HAVE DESERVED ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. SO WHEN, INSTEAD OF THIS, HE WAS MADE TO SMART UNDER TEMPORAL CORRECTION, HE SAW THAT, WHILE THE PARDON REMAINED GOOD, WHOLESOME DISCIPLINE WAS ALSO PROVIDED. SAUL, TOO, WHEN HE WAS REPROVED BY SAMUEL, SAID, I HAVE SINNED. (1) WHY, THEN, WAS HE NOT CONSIDERED FIT TO BE TOLD, AS DAVID WAS, THAT THE LORD HAD PARDONED HIS SIN? IS THERE ACCEPTANCE OF PERSONS WITH GOD? FAR FROM IT. WHILE TO THE HUMAN EAR THE WORDS WERE THE SAME, THE DIVINE EYE SAW A DIFFERENCE IN THE HEART. THE LESSON FOR US TO LEARN FROM THESE THINGS IS, THAT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS WITHIN US, (2) AND THAT WE MUST WORSHIP GOD FROM OUR INMOST FEELINGS, THAT OUT OF THE ABUNDANCE OF THE HEART THE MOUTH MAY SPEAK, INSTEAD OF HONORING HIM WITH OUR LIPS, LIKE THE PEOPLE OF OLD, WHILE OUR HEARTS ARE FAR FROM HIM. WE MAY LEARN ALSO TO JUDGE OF MEN, WHOSE HEARTS WE CANNOT SEE, ONLY AS GOD JUDGES, WHO SEES WHAT WE CANNOT, AND WHO CANNOT BE BIASED OR MISLED. HAVING, ON THE HIGH AUTHORITY OF SACRED SCRIPTURE, THE PLAINEST ANNOUNCEMENT OF GOD'S OPINION OF DAVID, WE MAY REGARD AS ABSURD OR DEPLORABLE THE RASHNESS OF MEN WHO HOLD A DIFFERENT OPINION. THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE, AS REGARDS THE CHARACTER OF THESE MEN OF ANCIENT TIMES, IS SUPPORTED BY THE EVIDENCE FROM THE PROPHECIES WHICH THEY CONTAIN, AND WHICH ARE NOW RECEIVING THEIR FULFILLMENT. 
68. WE SEE THE SAME THING IN THE GOSPEL, WHERE THE DEVILS CONFESS THAT CHRIST IS THE SON OF GOD IN THE WORDS USED BY PETER, BUT WITH A VERY DIFFERENT HEART. SO, THOUGH THE WORDS WERE THE SAME, PETER IS PRAISED FOR HIS FAITH, WHILE THE IMPIETY OF THE DEVILS IS CHECKED. FOR CHRIST, NOT BY HUMAN SENSE. BUT BY DIVINE KNOWLEDGE, COULD INSPECT AND INFALLIBLY DISCRIMINATE THE SOURCES FROM WHICH THE WORDS CAME. BESIDES, THERE ARE MULTITUDES WHO CONFESS THAT CHRIST IS THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD, WITHOUT MERITING THE SAME APPROVAL AS PETER--NOT ONLY OF THOSE WHO SHALL SAY IN THAT DAY, "LORD, LORD," AND SHALL RECEIVE THE SENTENCE, "DEPART FROM ME," BUT ALSO OF THOSE WHO SHALL BE PLACED ON THE RIGHT HAND. THEY MAY PROBABLY NEVER HAVE DENIED CHRIST EVEN ONCE; THEY MAY NEVER HAVE OPPOSED HIS SUFFERING FOR OUR SALVATION; THEY MAY NEVER HAVE FORCED THE GENTILES TO DO AS THE JEWS;(3) AND YET THEY SHALL NOT BE HONORED EQUALLY WITH PETER, WHO, THOUGH HE DID ALL THESE THINGS, WILL SIT ON ONE OF THE TWELVE THRONES, AND JUDGE NOT ONLY THE TWELVE TRIBES, BUT THE ANGELS. SO, AGAIN, MANY WHO HAVE NEVER DESIRED ANOTHER MAN'S WIFE, OR PROCURED THE DEATH OF THE HUSBAND, AS DAVID DID, WILL NEVER REACH THE PLACE WHICH DAVID NEVERTHELESS HELD IN THE DIVINE FAVOR. THERE IS A VAST DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WHAT IS IN ITSELF SO UNDESIRABLE THAT IT MUST BE UTTERLY REJECTED, AND THE RICH AND PLENTEOUS HARVEST WHICH MAY AFTERWARDS APPEAR. FOR FARMERS ARE BEST PLEASED WITH THE FIELDS FROM WHICH, AFTER WEEDING THEM, IT MAY BE, OF GREAT THISTLES, THEY RECEIVE AN HUNDRED-FOLD; NOT WITH FIELDS WHICH HAVE NEVER HAD ANY THISTLES, AND HARDLY BEAR THIRTY-FOLD. 
69. SO MOSES, TOO, WHO WAS SO FAITHFUL A SERVANT OF GOD IN ALL HIS HOUSE; THE MINISTER OF THE HOLY, JUST, AND GOOD LAW; OF WHOSE CHARACTER THE APOSTLE SPEAKS IN THE WORDS HERE QUOTED;(4) THE MINISTER ALSO OF THE SYMBOLS WHICH, THOUGH NOT CONFERRING SALVATION, PROMISED THE SAVIOR, AS THE SAVIOR HIMSELF SHOWS, WHEN HE SAYS, "IF YE BELIEVED MOSES, YE WOULD ALSO BELIEVE ME, FOR HE WROTE OF ME,"--FROM WHICH PASSAGE WE HAVE ALREADY SUFFICIENTLY ANSWERED THE PRESUMPTUOUS CAVILS OF THE MANICHAEANS;--THIS MOSES, THE SERVANT OF THE LIVING, THE TRUE, THE MOST HIGH GOD, THAT MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, NOT OF A FOREIGN SUBSTANCE, BUT OF NOTHING--NOT FROM THE PRESSURE OF NECESSITY, BUT FROM PLENITUDE OF GOODNESS--NOT BY THE SUFFERING OF HIS MEMBERS, BUT BY THE POWER OF HIS WORD;--THIS MOSES, WHO HUMBLY PUT FROM HIM THIS HIGH MINISTRY, BUT OBEDIENTLY ACCEPTED IT, AND FAITHFULLY KEPT IT, AND DILIGENTLY FULFILLED IT; WHO RULED THE PEOPLE WITH VIGILANCE, REPROVED THEM WITH VEHEMENCE, LOVED THEM WITH FERVOR, AND BORE WITH THEM IN PATIENCE, STANDING FOR HIS SUBJECTS BEFORE GOD TO RECEIVE HIS COUNSEL, AND TO APPEASE HIS WRATH;--THIS GREAT AND GOOD MAN IS NOT TO BE JUDGED OF FROM FAUSTUS' MALICIOUS REPRESENTATIONS, BUT FROM WHAT IS SAID BY GOD, WHOSE WORD IS A TRUE EXPRESSION OF HIS TRUE OPINION OF THIS MAN, WHOM HE KNEW BECAUSE HE MADE HIM. FOR THE SINS OF MEN ARE ALSO KNOWN TO GOD, THOUGH HE IS NOT THEIR AUTHOR; BUT HE TAKES NOTICE OF THEM AS A JUDGE IN THOSE WHO REFUSE TO OWN THEM, AND PARDONS THEM AS A FATHER IN THOSE WHO MAKE CONFESSION. HIS SERVANT MOSES, AS THUS DESCRIBED, WE LOVE AND ADMIRE, AND TO THE BEST OF OUR POWER IMITATE, COMING INDEED FAR SHORT OF HIS MERITS, THOUGH WE HAVE KILLED NO EGYPTIAN, NOR PLUNDERED ANY ONE, NOR CARRIED ON ANY WAR; WHICH ACTIONS OF MOSES WERE IN ONE CASE PROMPTED BY THE ZEAL OF THE FUTURE CHAMPION OF HIS PEOPLE, AND IN THE OTHER CASES COMMANDED BY GOD. 
70. IT MIGHT BE SHOWN THAT, THOUGH MOSES SLEW THE EGYPTIAN, WITHOUT BEING COMMANDED BY GOD, THE ACTION WAS DIVINELY PERMITTED, AS, FROM THE PROPHETIC CHARACTER OF MOSES, IT PREFIGURED SOMETHING IN THE FUTURE. NOW HOWEVER, I DO NOT USE THIS ARGUMENT, BUT VIEW THE ACTION AS HAVING NO SYMBOLICAL MEANING. IN THE LIGHT, THEN, OF THE ETERNAL LAW, IT WAS WRONG FOR ONE WHO HAD NO LEGAL AUTHORITY TO KILL THE MAN, EVEN THOUGH HE WAS A BAD CHARACTER, BESIDES BEING THE AGGRESSOR. BUT IN MINDS WHERE GREAT VIRTUE IS TO COME, THERE IS OFTEN AN EARLY CROP OF VICES, IN WHICH WE MAY STILL DISCERN A DISPOSITION FOR SOME PARTICULAR VIRTUE, WHICH WILL COME WHEN THE MIND IS DULY CULTIVATED. FOR AS FARMERS, WHEN THEY SEE LAND BRINGING FORTH HUGE CROPS, THOUGH OF WEEDS, PRONOUNCE IT GOOD FOR CORN; OR WHEN THEY SEE WILD CREEPERS, WHICH HAVE TO BE ROOTED OUT, STILL CONSIDER THE LAND GOOD FOR USEFUL VINES; AND WHEN THEY SEE A HILL COVERED WITH WILD OLIVES, CONCLUDE THAT WITH CULTURE IT WILL PRODUCE GOOD FRUIT: SO THE DISPOSITION OF MIND WHICH LED MOSES TO TAKE THE LAW INTO HIS OWN HANDS, TO PREVENT THE WRONG DONE TO HIS BROTHER, LIVING AMONG STRANGERS, BY A WICKED CITIZEN OF THE COUNTRY FROM BEING UNREQUITED, WAS NOT UNFIT FOR THE PRODUCTION OF VIRTUE, BUT FROM WANT OF CULTURE GAVE SIGNS OF ITS PRODUCTIVENESS IN AN UNJUSTIFIABLE MANNER. HE WHO AFTERWARDS, BY HIS ANGEL, CALLED MOSES ON MOUNT SINAI, WITH THE DIVINE COMMISSION TO LIBERATE THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL FROM EGYPT, AND WHO TRAINED HIM TO OBEDIENCE BY THE MIRACULOUS APPEARANCE IN THE BUSH BURNING BUT NOT CONSUMED, AND BY INSTRUCTING HIM IN HIS MINISTRY, WAS THE SAME WHO, BY THE CALL ADDRESSED FROM HEAVEN TO SAUL WHEN PERSECUTING THE CHURCH, HUMBLED HIM, RAISED HIM UP, AND ANIMATED HIM; OR IN FIGURATIVE WORDS, BY THIS STROKE HE CUT OFF THE BRANCH, GRAFTED IT, AND MADE IT FRUITFUL. FOR THE FIERCE ENERGY OF PAUL, WHEN IN HIS ZEAL FOR HEREDITARY TRADITIONS HE PERSECUTED THE CHURCH, THINKING THAT HE WAS DOING GOD SERVICE, WAS LIKE A CROP OF WEEDS SHOWING GREAT SIGNS OF PRODUCTIVENESS. IT WAS THE SAME IN PETER, WHEN HE TOOK HIS SWORD OUT OF ITS SHEATH TO DEFEND THE LORD, AND CUT OFF THE RIGHT EAR OF AN ASSAILANT, WHEN THE LORD REBUKED HIM WITH SOMETHING LIKE A THREAT, SAYING, "PUT UP THY SWORD INTO ITS SHEATH; FOR HE THAT TAKETH THE SWORD SHALL PERISH BY THE SWORD."(1) TO TAKE THE SWORD IS TO USE WEAPONS AGAINST A MAN'S LIFE, WITHOUT THE SANCTION OF THE CONSTITUTED AUTHORITY. THE LORD, INDEED, HAD TOLD HIS DISCIPLES TO CARRY A SWORD; BUT HE DID NOT TELL THEM TO USE IT. BUT THAT AFTER THIS SIN PETER SHOULD BECOME A PASTOR OF THE CHURCH WAS NO MORE IMPROPER THAN THAT MOSES, AFTER SMITING THE EGYPTIAN, SHOULD BECOME THE LEADER OF THE CONGREGATION. IN BOTH CASES THE TRESPASS ORIGINATED NOT IN INVETERATE CRUELTY, BUT IN A HASTY ZEAL WHICH ADMITTED OF CORRECTION. IN BOTH CASES THERE WAS RESENTMENT AGAINST INJURY, ACCOMPANIED IN ONE CASE BY LOVE FOR A BROTHER, AND IN THE OTHER BY LOVE, THOUGH STILL CARNAL, OF THE LORD. HERE WAS EVIL TO BE SUBDUED OR ROOTED OUT; BUT THE HEART WITH SUCH CAPACITIES NEEDED ONLY, LIKE GOOD SOIL, TO BE CULTIVATED TO MAKE IT FRUITFUL IN VIRTUE. 
71. THEN, AS FOR FAUSTUS' OBJECTION TO THE SPOILING OF THE EGYPTIANS, HE KNOWS NOT WHAT HE SAYS. IN THIS MOSES NOT ONLY DID NOT SIN, BUT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN SIN NOT TO DO IT. IT WAS BY THE COMMAND OF GOD, (2) WHO, FROM HIS KNOWLEDGE BOTH OF THE ACTIONS AND OF THE HEARTS OF MEN, CAN DECIDE ON WHAT EVERY ONE SHOULD BE MADE TO SUFFER, AND THROUGH WHOSE AGENCY. THE PEOPLE AT THAT TIME WERE STILL CARNAL, AND ENGROSSED WITH EARTHLY AFFECTIONS; WHILE THE EGYPTIANS WERE IN OPEN REBELLION AGAINST GOD, FOR THEY USED THE GOLD, GOD'S CREATURE, IN THE SERVICE OF IDOLS, TO THE DISHONOR OF THE CREATOR, AND THEY HAD GRIEVOUSLY OPPRESSED STRANGERS BY MAKING THEM WORK WITHOUT PAY. THUS, THE EGYPTIANS DESERVED THE PUNISHMENT, AND THE ISRAELITES WERE SUITABLY EMPLOYED IN INFLICTING IT. PERHAPS, INDEED, IT WAS NOT SO MUCH A COMMAND AS A PERMISSION TO THE HEBREWS TO ACT IN THE MATTER ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN INCLINATIONS; AND GOD, IN SENDING THE MESSAGE BY MOSES, ONLY WISHED THAT THEY SHOULD THUS BE INFORMED OF HIS PERMISSION. THERE MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN MYSTERIOUS REASONS FOR WHAT GOD SAID TO THE PEOPLE ON THIS MATTER. AT ANY RATE, GOD'S COMMANDS ARE TO BE SUBMISSIVELY RECEIVED, NOT TO BE ARGUED AGAINST. THE APOSTLE SAYS, "WHO HATH KNOWN THE [SEXLESS] MIND OF THE LORD? OR WHO HATH BEEN HIS COUNSELLOR?"(3) WHETHER, THEN, THE REASON WAS WHAT I HAVE SAID, OR WHETHER IN THE SECRET APPOINTMENT OF GOD, THERE WAS SOME UNKNOWN REASON FOR HIS TELLING THE PEOPLE BY MOSES TO BORROW THINGS FROM THE EGYPTIANS, AND TO TAKE THEM AWAY WITH THEM, THIS REMAINS CERTAIN, THAT THIS WAS SAID FOR SOME GOOD REASON, AND THAT MOSES COULD NOT LAWFULLY HAVE DONE OTHERWISE THAN GOD TOLD HIM, LEAVING TO GOD THE REASON OF THE COMMAND, WHILE THE SERVANT'S DUTY IS TO OBEY. 
72. BUT, SAYS FAUSTUS, IT CANNOT BE ADMITTED THAT THE TRUE GOD, WHO IS ALSO GOOD, EVER GAVE SUCH A COMMAND. I ANSWER, SUCH A COMMAND CAN BE RIGHTLY GIVEN BY NO OTHER THAN THE TRUE AND GOOD GOD, WHO ALONE KNOWS THE SUITABLE COMMAND IN EVERY CASE, AND WHO ALONE IS INCAPABLE OF INFLICTING UNMERITED SUFFERING ON ANY ONE. THIS IGNORANT AND SPURIOUS GOODNESS OF THE HUMAN HEART MAY AS WELL DENY WHAT CHRIST SAYS, AND OBJECT TO THE WICKED BEING MADE TO SUFFER BY THE GOOD GOD, WHEN HE SHALL SAY TO THE ANGELS, "GATHER FIRST THE TARES INTO BUNDLES TO BURN THEM." THE SERVANTS, HOWEVER, WERE STOPPED WHEN THEY WISHED TO DO THIS PREMATURELY: "LEST BY CHANCE, WHEN YE WOULD GATHER THE TARES, YE ROOT UP THE WHEAT ALSO WITH THEM."(1) THUS THE TRUE AND GOOD GOD ALONE KNOWS WHEN, TO WHOM, AND BY WHOM TO ORDER ANYTHING, OR TO PERMIT ANYTHING. IN THE SAME WAY, THIS HUMAN GOODNESS, OR FOLLY RATHER, MIGHT OBJECT TO THE LORD'S PERMITTING THE DEVILS TO ENTER THE SWINE, WHICH THEY ASKED TO BE ALLOWED TO DO WITH A MISCHIEVOUS INTENT? (2) ESPECIALLY AS THE MANICHAEANS BELIEVE THAT NOT ONLY PIGS, BUT THE VILEST INSECTS, HAVE HUMAN SOULS. BUT SETTING ASIDE THESE ABSURD NOTIONS, THIS IS UNDENIABLE, THAT OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE ONLY SON OF GOD, AND THEREFORE THE TRUE AND GOOD GOD, PERMITTED THE DESTRUCTION OF SWINE BELONGING TO STRANGERS, IMPLYING LOSS OF LIFE AND OF A GREAT AMOUNT OF PROPERTY, AT THE REQUEST OF DEVILS. NO ONE CAN BE SO INSANE AS TO SUPPOSE THAT CHRIST COULD NOT HAVE DRIVEN THE DEVILS OUT OF THE MEN WITHOUT GRATIFYING THEIR MALICE BY THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SWINE. IF, THEN, THE CREATOR AND GOVERNOR OF ALL NATURES, IN HIS SUPERINTENDENCE, WHICH, THOUGH MYSTERIOUS, IS EVER JUST, INDULGED THE VIOLENT AND UNJUST INCLINATION OF THOSE LOST SPIRITS ALREADY DOOMED TO ETERNAL FIRE, WHY SHOULD NOT THE EGYPTIANS, WHO WERE UNRIGHTEOUS OPPRESSORS, BE SPOILED BY THE HEBREWS, A FREE PEOPLE, WHO WOULD CLAIM PAYMENT FOR THEIR ENFORCED AND PAINFUL TOIL, ESPECIALLY AS THE EARTHLY POSSESSIONS WHICH THEY THUS LOST WERE USED BY THE EGYPTIANS IN THEIR IMPIOUS RITES, TO THE DISHONOR OF THE CREATOR? STILL, IF MOSES HAD ORIGINATED THIS ORDER, OR IF THE PEOPLE HAD DONE IT SPONTANEOUSLY, UNDOUBTEDLY IT WOULD HAVE BEEN SINFUL; AND PERHAPS THE PEOPLE DID SIN, NOT IN DOING WHAT GOD COMMANDED OR PERMITTED, BUT IN SOME DESIRE OF THEIR OWN FOR WHAT THEY TOOK. THE PERMISSION GIVEN TO THIS ACTION BY DIVINE AUTHORITY WAS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE JUST AND GOOD COUNSEL OF HIM WHO USES PUNISHMENTS BOTH TO RESTRAIN THE WICKED AND TO EDUCATE HIS OWN PEOPLE; WHO KNOWS ALSO HOW TO GIVE MORE ADVANCED PRECEPTS TO THOSE ABLE TO BEAR THEM, WHILE HE BEGINS ON A LOWER SCALE IN THE TREATMENT OF THE FEEBLE. AS FOR MOSES, HE CAN BE BLAMED NEITHER FOR COVETING THE PROPERTY, NOR FOR DISPUTING, IN ANY INSTANCE, THE DIVINE AUTHORITY. 
73. ACCORDING TO THE ETERNAL LAW, WHICH REQUIRES THE PRESERVATION OF NATURAL ORDER, AND FORBIDS THE TRANSGRESSION OF IT, SOME ACTIONS HAVE AN INDIFFERENT CHARACTER, SO THAT MEN ARE BLAMED FOR PRESUMPTION IF THEY DO THEM WITHOUT BEING CALLED UPON, WHILE THEY ARE DESERVEDLY PRAISED FOR DOING THEM WHEN REQUIRED. THE ACT, THE AGENT, AND THE AUTHORITY FOR THE ACTION ARE ALL OF GREAT IMPORTANCE IN THE ORDER OF NATURE. FOR ABRAHAM TO SACRIFICE HIS SON OF HIS OWN ACCORD IS SHOCKING MADNESS. HIS DOING SO AT THE COMMAND OF GOD PROVES HIM FAITHFUL AND SUBMISSIVE. THIS IS SO LOUDLY PROCLAIMED BY THE VERY VOICE OF TRUTH, THAT FAUSTUS, EAGERLY RUMMAGING FOR SOME FAULT, AND REDUCED AT LAST TO SLANDEROUS CHARGES, HAS NOT THE BOLDNESS TO ATTACK THIS ACTION. IT IS SCARCELY POSSIBLE THAT HE CAN HAVE FORGOTTEN A DEED SO FAMOUS, THAT IT RECURS TO THE MIND OF ITSELF WITHOUT ANY STUDY OR REFLECTION, AND IS IN FACT REPEATED BY SO MANY TONGUES, AND PORTRAYED IN SO MANY PLACES, THAT NO ONE CAN PRETEND TO SHUT HIS EYES OR HIS EARS TO IT. IF, THEREFORE, WHILE ABRAHAM'S KILLING HIS SON OF HIS OWN ACCORD WOULD HAVE BEEN UNNATURAL, HIS DOING IT AT THE COMMAND OF GOD SHOWS NOT ONLY GUILTLESS BUT PRAISEWORTHY COMPLIANCE, WHY DOES FAUSTUS BLAME MOSES FOR SPOILING THE EGYPTIANS? YOUR FEELING OF DISAPPROVAL FOR THE MERE HUMAN ACTION SHOULD BE RESTRAINED BY A REGARD FOR THE DIVINE SANCTION. WILL YOU VENTURE TO BLAME GOD HIMSELF FOR DESIRING SUCH ACTIONS? THEN "GET THEE BEHIND ME, SATAN, FOR THOU UNDERSTAND NOT THE THINGS WHICH BE OF GOD, BUT THOSE WHICH BE OF MEN." WOULD THAT THIS REBUKE MIGHT ACCOMPLISH IN YOU WHAT IT DID IN PETER, AND THAT YOU MIGHT HEREAFTER PREACH THE TRUTH CONCERNING GOD, WHICH YOU NOW, JUDGING BY FEEBLE SENSE, FIND FAULT WITH! AS PETER BECAME A ZEALOUS MESSENGER TO ANNOUNCE TO THE GENTILES WHAT HE OBJECTED TO AT FIRST, WHEN THE LORD SPOKE OF IT AS HIS INTENTION. 
74. NOW, IF THIS EXPLANATION SUFFICES TO SATISFY HUMAN OBSTINACY AND PERVERSE MISINTERPRETATION OF RIGHT ACTIONS OF THE VAST DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE INDULGENCE OF PASSION AND PRESUMPTION ON THE PART OF MEN, AND OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMAND OF GOD, WHO KNOWS WHAT TO PERMIT OR TO ORDER, AND ALSO THE TIME AND THE PERSONS, AND THE DUE ACTION OR SUFFERING IN EACH CASE, THE ACCOUNT OF THE WARS OF MOSES WILL NOT EXCITE SURPRISE OR ABHORRENCE, FOR IN WARS CARRIED ON BY DIVINE COMMAND, HE SHOWED NOT FEROCITY BUT OBEDIENCE; AND GOD IN GIVING THE COMMAND, ACTED NOT IN CRUELTY, BUT IN RIGHTEOUS RETRIBUTION, GIVING TO NIL WHAT THEY DESERVED, AND WARNING THOSE WHO NEEDED WARNING. WHAT IS THE EVIL IN WAR? IS IT THE DEATH OF SOME WHO WILL SOON DIE IN ANY CASE, THAT OTHERS MAY LIVE IN PEACEFUL SUBJECTION? THIS IS MERE COWARDLY DISLIKE, NOT ANY RELIGIOUS FEELING. THE REAL EVILS IN WAR ARE LOVE OF VIOLENCE, REVENGEFUL CRUELTY, FIERCE AND IMPLACABLE ENMITY, WILD RESISTANCE, AND THE LUST OF POWER, AND SUCH LIKE; AND IT IS GENERALLY TO PUNISH THESE THINGS, WHEN FORCE IS REQUIRED TO INFLICT THE PUNISHMENT, THAT, IN OBEDIENCE TO GOD OR SOME LAWFUL AUTHORITY, GOOD MEN UNDERTAKE WARS, WHEN THEY FIND THEMSELVES IN SUCH A POSITION AS REGARDS THE CONDUCT OF HUMAN AFFAIRS, THAT RIGHT CONDUCT REQUIRES THEM TO ACT, OR TO MAKE OTHERS ACT IN THIS WAY. OTHERWISE JOHN, WHEN THE SOLDIERS WHO CAME TO BE BAPTIZED ASKED, WHAT SHALL WE DO? WOULD HAVE REPLIED, THROW AWAY YOUR ARMS; GIVE UP THE SERVICE; NEVER STRIKE, OR WOUND, OR DISABLE ANY ONE. BUT KNOWING THAT SUCH ACTIONS IN BATTLE WERE NOT MURDEROUS BUT AUTHORIZED BY LAW, AND THAT THE SOLDIERS DID NOT THUS AVENGE THEMSELVES, BUT DEFEND THE PUBLIC SAFETY, HE REPLIED, "DO VIOLENCE TO NO MAN, ACCUSE NO MAN FALSELY, AND BE CONTENT WITH YOUR WAGES."(1) BUT AS THE MANICHAEANS ARE IN THE HABIT OF SPEAKING EVIL OF JOHN, LET THEM HEAR THE LORD JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF ORDERING THIS MONEY TO BE GIVEN TO CAESAR, WHICH JOHN TELLS THE SOLDIERS TO BE CONTENT WITH. "GIVE," HE SAYS, "TO CAESAR THE THINGS THAT ARE CAESAR'S."(2) FOR TRIBUTE-MONEY IS GIVEN ON PURPOSE TO PAY THE SOLDIERS FOR WAR. AGAIN, IN THE CASE OF THE CENTURION WHO SAID, "I AM A MAN UNDER AUTHORITY, AND HAVE SOLDIERS UNDER ME: AND I SAY TO ONE, GO, AND HE GOES; AND TO ANOTHER, COME, AND HE COMETH; AND TO MY SERVANT, DO THIS, AND HE DOETH IT," CHRIST GAVE DUE PRAISE TO HIS FAITH;(3) HE DID NOT TELL HIM TO LEAVE THE SERVICE. BUT THERE IS NO NEED HERE TO ENTER ON THE LONG DISCUSSION OF JUST AND UNJUST WAYS. 
75. A GREAT DEAL DEPENDS ON THE CAUSES FOR WHICH MEN UNDERTAKE WARS, AND ON THE AUTHORITY, THEY HAVE FOR DOING SO; FOR THE NATURAL ORDER WHICH SEEKS THE PEACE OF MANKIND, ORDAINS THAT THE MONARCH SHOULD HAVE THE POWER OF UNDERTAKING WAR IF HE THINKS IT ADVISABLE, AND THAT THE SOLDIERS SHOULD PERFORM THEIR MILITARY DUTIES IN BEHALF OF THE PEACE AND SAFETY OF THE COMMUNITY. WHEN WAR IS UNDERTAKEN IN OBEDIENCE TO GOD, WHO WOULD REBUKE, OR HUMBLE, OR CRUSH THE PRIDE OF MAN, IT MUST BE ALLOWED TO BE A RIGHTEOUS WAR; FOR EVEN THE WARS WHICH ARISE FROM HUMAN PASSION CANNOT HARM THE ETERNAL WELL-BEING OF GOD, NOR EVEN HURT HIS SAINTS; FOR IN THE TRIAL OF THEIR PATIENCE, AND THE CHASTENING OF THEIR SPIRIT, AND IN BEARING FATHERLY CORRECTION, THEY ARE RATHER BENEFITED THAN INJURED. NO ONE CAN HAVE ANY POWER AGAINST THEM BUT WHAT IS GIVEN HIM FROM ABOVE. FOR THERE IS NO POWER BUT OF GOD, (4) WHO EITHER ORDERS OR PERMITS. SINCE, THEREFORE, A RIGHTEOUS MAN, SERVING IT MAY BE UNDER AN UNGODLY KING, MAY DO THE DUTY BELONGING TO HIS POSITION IN THE STATE IN FIGHTING BY THE ORDER OF HIS SOVEREIGN,--FOR IN SOME CASES IT IS PLAINLY THE WILL OF GOD THAT HE SHOULD FIGHT, AND IN OTHERS, WHERE THIS IS NOT SO PLAIN, IT MAY BE AN UNRIGHTEOUS COMMAND ON THE PART OF THE KING, WHILE THE SOLDIER IS INNOCENT, BECAUSE HIS POSITION MAKES OBEDIENCE A DUTY,--HOW MUCH MORE MUST THE MAN BE BLAMELESS WHO CARRIES ON WAR ON THE AUTHORITY OF GOD, OF WHOM EVERY ONE WHO SERVES HIM KNOWS THAT HE CAN NEVER REQUIRE WHAT IS WRONG? 
76. IF IT IS SUPPOSED THAT GOD COULD NOT ENJOIN WARFARE, BECAUSE IN AFTER TIMES IT WAS SAID BY THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, "I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT YE RESIST NOT EVIL: BUT IF ANY ONE STRIKE THEE ON THE RIGHT CHEEK, TURN TO HIM THE LEFT ALSO,"(5) THE ANSWER IS, THAT WHAT IS HERE REQUIRED IS NOT A BODILY ACTION, BUT AN INWARD DISPOSITION. THE SACRED SEAT OF VIRTUE IS THE HEART, AND SUCH WERE THE HEARTS OF OUR FATHERS, THE RIGHTEOUS MEN OF OLD. BUT ORDER REQUIRED SUCH A REGULATION OF EVENTS, AND SUCH A DISTINCTION OF TIMES, AS TO SHOW FIRST OF ALL THAT EVEN EARTHLY BLESSINGS (FOR SO TEMPORAL KINGDOMS AND VICTORY OVER ENEMIES ARE CONSIDERED TO BE, AND THESE ARE THE THINGS WHICH THE COMMUNITY OF THE UNGODLY ALL OVER THE WORLD ARE CONTINUALLY BEGGING FROM IDOLS AND DEVILS) ARE ENTIRELY UNDER THE CONTROL AND AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE ONE TRUE GOD. THUS, UNDER THE OLD TESTAMENT, THE SECRET OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, WHICH WAS TO BE DISCLOSED IN DUE TIME, WAS VEILED, AND SO FAR, OBSCURED, IN THE DISGUISE OF EARTHLY PROMISES. BUT WHEN THE FULLNESS OF TIME CAME FOR THE REVELATION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, WHICH WAS HIDDEN UNDER THE TYPES OF THE OLD, CLEAR TESTIMONY WAS TO BE BORNE TO THE TRUTH, THAT THERE IS ANOTHER LIFE FOR WHICH THIS LIFE OUGHT TO BE DISREGARDED, AND ANOTHER KINGDOM FOR WHICH THE OPPOSITION OF ALL EARTHLY KINGDOMS SHOULD BE PATIENTLY BORNE. THUS, THE NAME MARTYRS, WHICH MEANS WITNESSES, WAS GIVEN TO THOSE WHO, BY THE WILL OF GOD, BORE THIS TESTIMONY, BY THEIR CONFESSIONS, THEIR SUFFERINGS, AND THEIR DEATH. THE NUMBER OF SUCH WITNESSES IS SO GREAT, THAT IF, IT PLEASED CHRIST--WHO CALLED SAUL BY A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, AND HAVING CHANGED HIM FROM A WOLF TO A SHEEP, SENT HIM INTO THE MIDST OF WOLVES--TO UNITE THEM ALL IN ONE ARMY, AND TO GIVE THEM SUCCESS IN BATTLE, AS HE GAVE TO THE HEBREWS, WHAT NATION COULD WITHSTAND THEM? WHAT KINGDOM WOULD REMAIN UNSUBDUED? BUT AS THE DOCTRINE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT IS, THAT WE MUST SERVE GOD NOT FOR TEMPORAL HAPPINESS IN THIS LIFE, BUT FOR ETERNAL FELICITY HEREAFTER, THIS TRUTH WAS MOST STRIKINGLY CONFIRMED BY THE PATIENT ENDURANCE OF WHAT IS COMMONLY CALLED ADVERSITY FOR THE SAKE OF THAT FELICITY. SO IN FULLNESS OF TIME THE SON OF GOD, MADE OF A WOMAN, MADE UNDER THE LAW, THAT HE MIGHT REDEEM THEM THAT WERE UNDER THE LAW, MADE OF THE SEED OF DAVID ACCORDING TO THE FLESH SENDS HIS DISCIPLES AS SHEEP INTO THE MIDST OF WOLVES, AND BIDS THEM NOT FEAR THOSE THAT CAN KILL THE BODY, BUT CANNOT KILL THE SOUL, AND PROMISES THAT EVEN THE BODY WILL BE ENTIRELY RESTORED, SO THAT NOT A HAIR SHALL BE LOST.(1) PETER'S SWORD HE ORDERS BACK INTO ITS SHEATH, RESTORING AS IT WAS BEFORE THE EAR OF HIS ENEMY THAT HAD BEEN CUT OFF. HE SAYS THAT HE COULD OBTAIN LEGIONS OF ANGELS TO DESTROY HIS ENEMIES, BUT THAT HE MUST DRINK THE CUP WHICH HIS FATHER'S WILL HAD GIVEN HIM. (2) HE SETS THE EXAMPLE OF DRINKING THIS CUP, THEN HANDS IT TO HIS FOLLOWERS, MANIFESTING THUS, BOTH IN WORD AND DEED, THE GRACE OF PATIENCE. THEREFORE GOD RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD, AND HAS GIVEN HIM A NAME WHICH IS ABOVE EVERY NAME; THAT IN THE NAME OF JESUS EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, OF THINGS IN HEAVEN AND OF THINGS IN EARTH, AND OF THINGS UNDER THE EARTH; AND THAT EVERY TONGUE SHOULD CONFESS THAT JESUS IS LORD, TO THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN].(3) THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS, THEN, HAVE A KINGDOM IN THIS WORLD, TO SHOW THAT THESE KINGDOMS, TOO, ARE GIVEN AND TAKEN AWAY BY GOD: THE APOSTLES AND MARTYRS HAD NO KINGDOM HERE, TO SHOW THE SUPERIOR DESIRABLENESS OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. THE PROPHETS, HOWEVER, COULD EVEN IN THOSE TIMES DIE FOR THE TRUTH, AS THE LORD HIMSELF SAYS, "FROM THE BLOOD OF ABEL TO THE BLOOD OF ZACHARIA;(4) AND IN THESE DAYS, SINCE THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE FULFILLMENT OF WHAT IS PROPHESIED IN THE PSALM OF CHRIST, UNDER THE FIGURE OF SOLOMON, WHICH MEANS THE PEACEMAKER, AS CHRIST IS OUR PEACE,(5) "ALL KINGS OF THE EARTH SHALL BOW TO HIM, ALL NATIONS SHALL SERVE HIM,"(6) WE HAVE SEEN CHRISTIAN EMPERORS, WHO HAVE PUT ALL THEIR CONFIDENCE IN CHRIST, GAINING SPLENDID VICTORIES OVER UNGODLY ENEMIES, WHOSE HOPE WAS IN THE RITES OF IDOLATRY AND DEVIL-WORSHIP. THERE ARE PUBLIC AND UNDENIABLE PROOFS OF THE FACT, THAT ON ONE SIDE THE PROGNOSTICATIONS OF DEVILS WERE FOUND TO BE FALLACIOUS, AND ON THE OTHER, THE PREDICTIONS OF SAINTS WERE A MEANS OF SUPPORT; AND WE HAVE NOW WRITINGS IN WHICH THOSE FACTS ARE RECORDED. 
77. IF OUR FOOLISH OPPONENTS ARE SURPRISED AT THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE PRECEPTS GIVEN BY GOD TO THE MINISTERS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, AT A TIME WHEN THE GRACE OF THE NEW WAS STILL UNDISCLOSED, AND THOSE GIVEN TO THE PREACHERS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, NOW THAT THE OBSCURITY OF THE OLD IS REMOVED, THEY WILL FIND CHRIST HIMSELF SAYING ONE THING AT ONE TIME, AND ANOTHER AT ANOTHER. "WHEN I SENT YOU," HE SAYS, "WITHOUT SCRIP, OR PURSE, OR SHOES, DID YE LACK ANYTHING? AND THEY SAID, NOTHING. THEN SAITH HE TO THEM, BUT NOW, HE THAT HATH A SCRIP, LET HIM TAKE IT, AND ALSO A PURSE; AND HE THAT HATH NOT A SWORD, LET HIM SELL HIS GARMENT, AND BUY ONE." IF THE MANICHAEANS FOUND PASSAGES IN THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS DIFFERING IN THIS WAY, THEY WOULD PROCLAIM IT AS A PROOF THAT THE TESTAMENTS ARE OPPOSED TO EACH OTHER. BUT HERE THE DIFFERENCE IS IN THE UTTERANCES OF ONE AND THE SAME PERSON. AT ONE TIME HE SAYS, "I SENT YOU WITHOUT SCRIP, OR PURSE, OR SHOES, AND YE LACKED NOTHING;" AT ANOTHER, "NOW LET HIM THAT HATH A SCRIP TAKE IT, AND ALSO A PURSE; AND HE THAT HATH A TUNIC, LET HIM SELL IT AND BUY A SWORD." DOES NOT THIS SHOW HOW, WITHOUT ANY INCONSISTENCY, PRECEPTS AND COUNSELS AND PERMISSIONS MAY BE CHANGED, AS DIFFERENT TIMES REQUIRE DIFFERENT ARRANGEMENTS? IF IT IS SAID THAT THERE WAS A SYMBOLICAL MEANING IN THE COMMAND TO TAKE A SCRIP AND PURSE, AND TO BUY A SWORD, WHY MAY THERE NOT BE A SYMBOLICAL MEANING IN THE FACT, THAT ONE AND THE SAME GOD COMMANDED THE PROPHETS IN OLD TIMES TO MAKE WAR, AND FORBADE THE APOSTLES? AND WE FIND IN THE PASSAGE THAT WE HAVE QUOTED FROM THE GOSPEL, THAT THE WORDS SPOKEN BY THE LORD WERE CARRIED INTO EFFECT BY HIS DISCIPLES. FOR, BESIDES GOING AT FIRST WITHOUT SCRIP OR PURSE, AND YET LACKING NOTHING, AS FROM THE LORD'S QUESTION AND THEIR ANSWER IT IS PLAIN, THEY DID, NOW THAT HE SPEAKS OF BUYING A SWORD, THEY SAY, "LO, HERE ARE TWO SWORDS;" AND HE REPLIED, "IT IS ENOUGH." HENCE, WE FIND PETER WITH A WEAPON WHEN HE CUT OFF THE ASSAILANT'S EAR, ON WHICH OCCASION HIS SPONTANEOUS BOLDNESS WAS CHECKED, BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH HE HAD BEEN TOLD TO TAKE A SWORD, HE HAD NOT BEEN TOLD TO USE IT. (1) DOUBTLESS, IT WAS MYSTERIOUS THAT THE LORD SHOULD REQUIRE THEM TO CARRY WEAPONS, AND FORBID THE USE OF THEM. BUT IT WAS HIS PART TO GIVE THE SUITABLE PRECEPTS, AND IT WAS THEIR PART TO OBEY WITHOUT RESERVE. 
78. IT IS THEREFORE MERE GROUNDLESS CALUMNY TO CHARGE MOSES WITH MAKING WAR, FOR THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN LESS HARM IN MAKING WAR OF HIS OWN ACCORD, THAN IN NOT DOING IT WHEN GOD COMMANDED HIM. AND TO DARE TO FIND FAULT WITH GOD HIMSELF FOR GIVING SUCH A COMMAND, OR NOT TO BELIEVE IT POSSIBLE THAT A JUST AND GOOD GOD DID SO, SHOWS, TO SAY THE LEAST, AN INABILITY TO CONSIDER THAT IN THE VIEW OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE, WHICH PERVADES ALL THINGS FROM THE HIGHEST TO THE LOWEST, TIME CAN NEITHER ADD ANYTHING NOR TAKE AWAY; BUT ALL THINGS GO, OR COME, OR REMAIN ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF NATURE OR DESERT IN EACH SEPARATE CASE, WHILE IN MEN A RIGHT WILL IS IN UNION WITH THE DIVINE LAW, AND UNGOVERNED PASSION IS RESTRAINED BY THE ORDER OF DIVINE LAW; SO THAT A GOOD MAN WILLS ONLY WHAT IS COMMANDED, AND A BAD MAN CAN DO ONLY WHAT HE IS PERMITTED, AT THE SAME TIME THAT HE IS PUNISHED FOR WHAT HE WILLS TO DO UNJUSTLY. THUS, IN ALL THE THINGS WHICH APPEAR SHOCKING AND TERRIBLE TO HUMAN FEEBLENESS, THE REAL EVIL IS THE INJUSTICE; THE REST IS ONLY THE RESULT OF NATURAL PROPERTIES OR OF MORAL DEMERIT. THIS INJUSTICE IS SEEN IN EVERY CASE WHERE A MAN LOVES FOR THEIR OWN SAKE THINGS WHICH ARE DESIRABLE ONLY AS MEANS TO AN END, AND SEEKS FOR THE SAKE OF SOMETHING ELSE THINGS WHICH OUGHT TO BE LOVED FOR THEMSELVES. FOR THUS, AS FAR AS HE CAN, HE DISTURBS IN HIMSELF THE NATURAL ORDER WHICH THE ETERNAL LAW REQUIRES US TO OBSERVE. AGAIN, A MAN IS JUST WHEN HE SEEKS TO USE THINGS ONLY FOR THE END FOR WHICH GOD APPOINTED THEM, AND TO ENJOY GOD AS THE END OF ALL, WHILE HE ENJOYS HIMSELF AND HIS FRIEND IN GOD AND FOR GOD. FOR TO LOVE IN A FRIEND THE LOVE OF GOD IS TO LOVE THE FRIEND FOR GOD. NOW BOTH JUSTICE AND INJUSTICE, TO BE ACTS AT ALL, MUST BE VOLUNTARY; OTHERWISE, THERE CAN BE NO JUST REWARDS OR PUNISHMENTS; WHICH NO MAN IN HIS SENSES WILL ASSERT. THE IGNORANCE AND INFIRMITY WHICH PREVENT A MAN FROM KNOWING HIS DUTY, OR FROM DOING ALL HE WISHES TO DO, BELONG TO GOD'S SECRET PENAL ARRANGEMENT, AND TO HIS UNFATHOMABLE JUDGMENTS, FOR WITH HIM THERE IS NO INIQUITY. THUS WE ARE INFORMED BY THE SURE WORD OF GOD OF ADAM'S SIN; AND SCRIPTURE TRULY DECLARES THAT IN HIM ALL DIE, AND THAT BY HIM SIN ENTERED INTO THE WORLD, AND DEATH BY SIN.(2) AND OUR EXPERIENCE GIVES ABUNDANT EVIDENCE, THAT IN PUNISHMENT FOR THIS SIN OUR BODY IS CORRUPTED, AND WEIGHS DOWN THE SOUL, AND THE CLAY TABERNACLE CLOGS THE MIND IN ITS MANIFOLD ACTIVITY;(3) AND WE KNOW THAT WE CAN BE FREED FROM THIS PUNISHMENT ONLY BY GRACIOUS INTERPOSITION. SO THE APOSTLE CRIES OUT IN DISTRESS, "O WRETCHED MAN THAT I AM! WHO SHALL DELIVER ME FROM THE BODY OF THIS DEATH? THE GRACE OF GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD."(4) SO MUCH WE KNOW; BUT THE REASONS FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF DIVINE JUDGMENT AND MERCY, WHY ONE IS IN THIS CONDITION, AND ANOTHER IN THAT, THOUGH JUST, ARE UNKNOWN. STILL, WE ARE SURE THAT ALL THESE THINGS ARE DUE EITHER TO THE MERCY OR THE JUDGMENT OF GOD, WHILE THE MEASURES AND NUMBERS AND WEIGHTS BY WHICH THE CREATOR OF ALL-NATURAL PRODUCTIONS ARRANGES ALL THINGS ARE CONCEALED FROM OUR VIEW. FOR GOD IS NOT THE AUTHOR, BUT HE IS THE CONTROLLER OF SIN; SO THAT SINFUL ACTIONS, WHICH ARE SINFUL BECAUSE THEY ARE AGAINST NATURE, ARE JUDGED AND CONTROLLED, AND ASSIGNED TO THEIR PROPER PLACE AND CONDITION, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY NOT BRING DISCORD AND DISGRACE ON UNIVERSAL NATURE. THIS BEING THE CASE, AND AS THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD AND THE MOVEMENTS OF MAN'S WILL CONTAIN THE HIDDEN REASON WHY THE SAME PROSPEROUS CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH SOME MAKE A RIGHT USE OF ARE THE RUIN OF OTHERS, AND THE SAME AFFLICTIONS UNDER WHICH SOME GIVE WAY ARE PROFITABLE TO OTHERS, AND SINCE THE WHOLE MORTAL LIFE OF MAN UPON EARTH IS A TRIAL,(5) WHO CAN TELL WHETHER IT MAY BE GOOD OR BAD IN ANY PARTICULAR CASE--IN TIME OF PEACE, TO REIGN OR TO SERVE, OR TO BE AT EASE OR TO DIE--OR IN TIME OF WAR, TO COMMAND OR TO FIGHT, OR TO CONQUER OR TO BE KILLED? AT THE SAME TIME, IT REMAINS TRUE, THAT WHATEVER IS GOOD IS SO BY THE DIVINE BLESSING, AND WHATEVER IS BAD IS SO BY THE DIVINE JUDGMENT. 
79. LET NO ONE, THEN, BE SO DARING AS TO MAKE RASH CHARGES AGAINST MEN, NOT TO SAY AGAINST GOD. IF THE SERVICE OF THE MINISTERS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, WHO WERE ALSO HERALDS OF THE NEW, CONSISTED IN PUTTING SINNERS TO DEATH, AND THAT OF THE MINISTERS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, WHO ARE ALSO INTERPRETERS OF THE OLD, IN BEING PUT TO DEATH BY SINNERS, THE SERVICE IN BOTH CASES IS RENDERED TO ONE GOD, WHO, VARYING THE LESSON TO SUIT THE TIMES, TEACHES BOTH THAT TEMPORAL BLESSINGS ARE TO BE SOUGHT FROM HIM, AND THAT THEY ARE TO BE FORSAKEN FOR HIM, AND THAT TEMPORAL DISTRESS IS BOTH SENT BY HIM AND SHOULD BE ENDURED FOR HIM. THERE WAS, THEREFORE, NO CRUELTY IN THE COMMAND, OR IN THE ACTION OF MOSES. WHEN, IN HIS HOLY JEALOUSY FOR HIS PEOPLE, WHOM HE WISHED TO BE SUBJECT TO THE ONE TRUE GOD, ON LEARNING THAT THEY HAD FALLEN AWAY TO THE WORSHIP OF AN IDOL MADE BY THEIR OWN HANDS, HE IMPRESSED THEIR MINDS AT THE TIME WITH A WHOLESOME FEAR, AND GAVE THEM A WARNING FOR THE FUTURE, BY USING THE SWORD IN THE PUNISHMENT OF A FEW, WHOSE JUST PUNISHMENT GOD, AGAINST WHOM THEY HAD SINNED, APPOINTED IN THE DEPTH OF HIS SECRET JUDGMENT TO BE IMMEDIATELY INFLICTED. THAT MOSES ACTED AS HE DID, NOT IN CRUELTY, BUT IN GREAT LOVE, MAY BE SEEN FROM THE WORDS IN WHICH HE PRAYED FOR THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE: "IF THOU WILT FORGIVE THEIR SIN, FORGIVE IT; AND IF NOT, BLOT ME OUT OF THY BOOK."(1) THE PIOUS INQUIRER WHO COMPARES THE SLAUGHTER WITH THE PRAYER WILL FIND IN THIS THE CLEAREST EVIDENCE OF THE AWFUL NATURE OF THE INJURY DONE TO THE SOUL BY PROSTITUTION TO THE IMAGES OF DEVILS, SINCE SUCH LOVE IS ROUSED TO SUCH ANGER. WE SEE THE SAME IN THE APOSTLE, WHO, NOT IN CRUELTY, BUT IN LOVE, DELIVERED A MAN UP TO SATAN FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FLESH, THAT THE SPIRIT MIGHT BE SAVED IN THE DAY OF THE LORD JESUS.(2) OTHERS, TOO, HE DELIVERED UP, THAT THEY MIGHT LEARN NOT TO BLASPHEME.(3) IN THE APOCRYPHAL BOOKS OF THE MANICHAEANS THERE IS A COLLECTION OF FABLES, PUBLISHED BY SOME UNKNOWN AUTHORS UNDER THE NAME OF THE APOSTLES. THE BOOKS WOULD NO DOUBT HAVE BEEN SANCTIONED BY THE CHURCH AT THE TIME OF THEIR PUBLICATION, IF HOLY AND LEARNED MEN THEN IN LIFE, AND COMPETENT TO DETERMINE THE MATTER, HAD THOUGHT THE CONTENTS TO BE TRUE. ONE OF THE STORIES IS, THAT THE APOSTLE THOMAS WAS ONCE AT A MARRIAGE FEAST IN A COUNTRY WHERE HE WAS UNKNOWN, WHEN ONE OF THE SERVANTS STRUCK HIM, AND THAT HE FORTHWITH BY HIS CURSE BROUGHT A TERRIBLE PUNISHMENT ON THIS MAN. FOR WHEN HE WENT OUT TO THE FOUNTAIN TO PROVIDE WATER FOR THE GUESTS, A LION FELL ON HIM AND KILLED HIM, AND THE HAND WITH WHICH HE HAD GIVEN A SLIGHT BLOW TO THE APOSTLE WAS TORN OFF, IN FULFILLMENT OF THE IMPRECATION, AND BROUGHT BY A DOG TO THE TABLE AT WHICH THE APOSTLE WAS RECLINING. WHAT COULD BE MORE-CRUEL THAN THIS? AND YET, IF I MISTAKE NOT, THE STORY GOES ON TO SAY, THAT THE APOSTLE MADE UP FOR THE CRUELTY BY OBTAINING FOR THE MAN THE BLESSING OF PARDON IN THE NEXT WORLD; SO THAT, WHILE THE PEOPLE OF THIS STRANGE COUNTRY LEARNED TO FEAR THE APOSTLE AS BEING SO DEAR TO GOD, THE MAN'S ETERNAL WELFARE WAS SECURED IN EXCHANGE FOR THE LOSS OF THIS MORTAL LIFE. IT MATTERS NOT WHETHER THE STORY IS TRUE OR FALSE. AT ANY RATE, THE MANICHAEANS, WHO REGARD AS GENUINE AND AUTHENTIC BOOKS WHICH THE CANON OF THE CHURCH REJECTS, MUST ALLOW, AS SHOWN IN THE STORY, THAT THE VIRTUE OF PATIENCE, WHICH THE LORD ENJOINS WHEN HE SAYS, "IF ANY ONE SMITE THEE ON THE RIGHT CHEEK, TURN TO HIM THY LEFT ALSO," MAY BE IN THE INWARD DISPOSITION, THOUGH IT IS NOT EXHIBITED IN BODILY ACTION OR IN WORDS. FOR WHEN THE APOSTLE WAS STRUCK, INSTEAD OF TURNING HIS OTHER SIDE TO THE MAN, OR TELLING HIM TO REPEAT THE BLOW, HE PRAYED TO GOD TO PARDON HIS ASSAILANT IN THE NEXT WORLD, BUT NOT TO LEAVE THE INJURY UNPUNISHED AT THE TIME. INWARDLY HE PRESERVED A KINDLY FEELING, WHILE OUTWARDLY HE WISHED THE MAN TO BE PUNISHED AS AN EXAMPLE. AS THE MANICHAEANS BELIEVE THIS, RIGHTLY OR WRONGLY, THEY MAY ALSO BELIEVE THAT SUCH WAS THE INTENTION OF MOSES, THE SERVANT OF GOD, WHEN HE CUT DOWN WITH THE SWORD THE MAKERS AND WORSHIPPERS OF THE IDOL; FOR HIS OWN WORDS SHOW THAT HE SO ENTREATED FOR PARDON FOR THEIR SIN OF IDOLATRY AS TO ASK TO BE BLOTTED OUT OF GOD'S BOOK IF HIS PRAYER WAS NOT HEARD. THERE IS NO COMPARISON BETWEEN A STRANGER BEING STRUCK WITH THE HAND, AND THE DISHONOR DONE TO GOD BY FORSAKING HIM FOR AN IDOL, WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT THE PEOPLE OUT OF THE BONDAGE OF EGYPT, HAD LED THEM THROUGH THE SEA, AND HAD COVERED WITH THE WATERS THE ENEMY PURSUING THEM. NOR, AS REGARDS THE PUNISHMENT, IS THERE ANY COMPARISON BETWEEN BEING KILLED WITH THE SWORD AND BEING TORN IN PIECES BY WILD BEASTS. FOR JUDGES IN ADMINISTERING THE LAW CONDEMN TO EXPOSURE TO WILD BEASTS, WORSE CRIMINALS THAN ARE CONDEMNED TO BE PUT TO DEATH BY THE SWORD. 
80. ANOTHER OF FAUSTUS' MALICIOUS AND IMPIOUS CHARGES WHICH HAS TO BE ANSWERED, IS ABOUT THE LORD'S SAYING TO THE PROPHET HOSEA, "TAKE UNTO THEE A WIFE OF WHOREDOMS AND CHILDREN OF WHOREDOMS."(4) AS REGARDS THIS PASSAGE, THE IMPURE MIND OF OUR ADVERSARIES IS SO BLINDED THAT THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE PLAIN WORDS OF THE LORD IN HIS GOSPEL, WHEN HE SAYS TO THE JEWS, "THE PUBLICANS AND HARLOTS SHALL GO INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN BEFORE YOU."(5) THERE IS NOTHING CONTRARY TO THE MERCIFULNESS OF TRUTH, OR INCONSISTENT WITH CHRISTIAN FAITH, IN A HARLOT LEAVING FORNICATION, AND BECOMING A CHASTE WIFE. INDEED, NOTHING COULD BE MORE UNBECOMING IN ONE PROFESSING TO BE A PROPHET THAN NOT TO BELIEVE THAT ALL THE SINS OF THE FALLEN WOMAN WERE PARDONED WHEN SHE CHANGED FOR THE BETTER. SO, WHEN THE PROPHET TOOK THE HARLOT AS HIS WIFE, IT WAS BOTH GOOD FOR THE WOMAN TO HAVE HER LIFE AMENDED, AND THE ACTION SYMBOLIZED A TRUTH OF WHICH WE SHALL SPEAK PRESENTLY. BUT IT IS PLAIN WHAT OFFENDS THE MANICHAEANS IN THIS CASE; FOR THEIR GREAT ANXIETY IS TO PREVENT HARLOTS FROM BEING WITH CHILD. IT WOULD HAVE PLEASED THEM BETTER THAT THE WOMAN SHOULD CONTINUE A PROSTITUTE, SO AS NOT TO BRING THEIR GOD INTO CONFINEMENT, THEN THAT SHE SHOULD BECOME THE WIFE OF ONE MAN, AND HAVE CHILDREN. 
81. AS REGARDS SOLOMON, IT NEED ONLY BE SAID THAT THE CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION] OF HIS [SEXUAL] CONDUCT IN THE FAITHFUL NARRATIVE OF HOLY SCRIPTURE IS MUCH MORE SERIOUS THAN THE CHILDISH VEHEMENCE OF FAUSTUS' ATTACKS. THE SCRIPTURE TELLS US WITH FAITHFUL ACCURACY BOTH THE GOOD THAT SOLOMON HAD AT FIRST, AND THE EVIL ACTIONS BY WHICH HE LOST THE GOOD HE BEGAN WITH; WHILE FAUSTUS, IN HIS ATTACKS, LIKE A MAN CLOSING HIS EYES, OR WITH NO EYES AT ALL, SEEKS NO GUIDANCE FROM THE LIGHT, BUT IS PROMPTED ONLY BY VIOLENT ANIMOSITY. TO PIOUS AND DISCERNING READERS OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES EVIDENCE OF THE CHASTITY OF THE HOLY MEN WHO ARE SAID TO HAVE HAD SEVERAL WIVES IS FOUND IN THIS, THAT SOLOMON, WHO BY HIS POLYGAMY GRATIFIED HIS PASSIONS, INSTEAD OF SEEKING FOR OFFSPRING, IS EXPRESSLY NOTED AS CHARGEABLE WITH BEING A LOVER OF WOMEN. THIS, AS WE ARE INFORMED BY THE TRUTH WHICH ACCEPTS NO MAN'S PERSON, LED HIM DOWN INTO THE ABYSS OF IDOLATRY. 
82. HAVING NOW GONE OVER ALL THE CASES IN WHICH FAUSTUS FINDS FAULT WITH THE OLD TESTAMENT, AND HAVING ATTENDED TO THE MERIT OF EACH, EITHER DEFENDING MEN OF GOD AGAINST THE CALUMNIES OF CARNAL HERETICS, OR, WHERE THE MEN WERE AT FAULT, SHOWING THE EXCELLENCE AND THE MAJESTY OF SCRIPTURE, LET US AGAIN TAKE THE CASES IN THE ORDER OF FAUSTUS' ACCUSATIONS, AND SEE THE MEANING OF THE ACTIONS RECORDED, WHAT THEY TYPIFY, AND WHAT THEY FORETELL. THIS WE HAVE ALREADY DONE IN THE CASE OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, OF WHOM GOD SAID THAT HE WAS THEIR GOD, AS IF THE GOD OF UNIVERSAL NATURE WERE THE GOD OF NONE BESIDES THEM; NOT HONORING THEM WITH AN UNMEANING TITLE, BUT BECAUSE HE, WHO COULD ALONE HAVE A FULL AND PERFECT KNOWLEDGE, KNEW THE SINCERE AND REMARKABLE CHARITY OF THESE MEN; AND BECAUSE THESE THREE PATRIARCHS UNITED FORMED A NOTABLE TYPE OF THE FUTURE PEOPLE OF GOD, IN NOT ONLY HAVING FREE CHILDREN BY FREE WOMEN, AS BY SARAH, AND REBECCA, AND LEAH, AND RACHEL, BUT ALSO BOND CHILDREN, AS OF THIS SAME REBECCA WAS BORN ESAU, TO WHOM IT WAS SAID, "THOU SHALT SERVE THY BROTHER;"(1) AND IN HAVING BY BOND WOMEN NOT ONLY BOND CHILDREN, AS BY HAGAR, BUT ALSO FREE CHILDREN, AS BY BILHAH AND ZILPHAH. THUS ALSO IN THE PEOPLE OF GOD, THOSE SPIRITUALLY FREE NOT ONLY HAVE CHILDREN BORN INTO THE ENJOYMENT OF LIBERTY, LIKE THOSE TO WHOM IT IS SAID, "BE YE FOLLOWERS OF ME, AS I ALSO AM OF CHRIST"(2) BUT THEY HAVE ALSO CHILDREN BORN INTO GUILTY BONDAGE, AS SIMON WAS BORN OF PHILIP.(3) AGAIN, FROM CARNAL BONDMEN ARE BORN NOT ONLY CHILDREN OF GUILTY BONDAGE, WHO IMITATE THEM, BUT ALSO CHILDREN OF HAPPY LIBERTY, TO WHOM IT IS SAID, "WHAT THEY SAY, DO; BUT DO NOT AFTER THEIR WORKS."(4) WHOEVER RIGHTLY OBSERVES THE FULFILLMENT OF THIS TYPE IN THE PEOPLE OF GOD, KEEPS THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE, BY CONTINUING TO THE END IN UNION WITH SOME, AND IN PATIENT ENDURANCE OF OTHERS. OF LOT, ALSO, WE HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN, AND HAVE SHOWN WHAT THE SCRIPTURE MENTIONS AS PRAISEWORTHY IN HIM, AND WHAT AS BLAMEWORTHY AND THE MEANING OF THE WHOLE NARRATIVE. 
83. WE HAVE NEXT TO CONSIDER THE PROPHETIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ACTION OF JUDAH IN LYING WITH HIS DAUGHTER-IN-LAW. BUT, FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHOSE UNDERSTANDING IS FEEBLE, WE SHALL BEGIN WITH OBSERVING, THAT IN SACRED SCRIPTURE EVIL ACTIONS ARE SOMETIMES PROPHETIC NOT OF EVIL, BUT OF GOOD. DIVINE PROVIDENCE PRESERVES THROUGHOUT ITS ESSENTIAL GOODNESS, SO THAT, AS IN THE EXAMPLE GIVEN ABOVE, FROM ADULTEROUS INTERCOURSE A MAN-CHILD IS BORN, A GOOD WORK OF GOD FROM THE EVIL OF MAN, BY THE POWER OF NATURE, AND NOT DUE TO THE MISCONDUCT OF THE PARENTS; SO IN THE PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES, WHERE BOTH GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS ARE RECORDED, THE NARRATIVE BEING ITSELF PROPHETIC, FORETELLS SOMETHING GOOD EVEN BY THE RECORD OF WHAT IS EVIL, THE CREDIT BEING DUE NOT TO THE EVIL- DOER, BUT TO THE WRITER. JUDAH, WHEN, TO GRATIFY HIS SINFUL PASSION, HE WENT IN TO TAMAR, HAD NO INTENTION BY HIS LICENTIOUS CONDUCT TO TYPIFY ANYTHING CONNECTED WITH THE SALVATION OF MEN, ANY MORE THAN JUDAS, WHO BETRAYED THE LORD, INTENDED TO PRODUCE ANY RESULT CONNECTED WITH THE SALVATION OF MEN. SO THEN IF FROM THE EVIL DEED OF JUDAS, THE LORD BROUGHT THE GOOD WORK OF OUR REDEMPTION BY HIS OWN PASSION, WHY SHOULD NOT HIS PROPHET, OF WHOM HE HIMSELF SAYS "HE WROTE OF ME," FOR THE SAKE OF INSTRUCTING US MAKE THE EVIL ACTION OF JUDAH SIGNIFICANT OF SOMETHING GOOD? UNDER THE GUIDANCE AND INSPIRATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE PROPHET HAS COMPILED A NARRATIVE OF ACTIONS SO AS TO MAKE A CONTINUOUS PROPHECY OF THE THINGS HE DESIGNED TO FORETELL. IN FORETELLING GOOD, IT IS OF NO CONSEQUENCE WHETHER THE TYPICAL ACTIONS ARE GOOD OR BAD. IF IT IS WRITTEN IN RED INK THAT THE ETHIOPIANS ARE BLACK, OR IN BLACK INK THAT THE GAUL’S ARE WHITE, THIS CIRCUMSTANCE DOES NOT AFFECT THE INFORMATION WHICH THE WRITING CONVEYS. NO DOUBT, IF IT WAS A PAINTING INSTEAD OF A WRITING, THE WRONG COLOR WOULD BE A FAULT; SO, WHEN HUMAN ACTIONS ARE REPRESENTED FOR EXAMPLE OR FOR WARNING MUCH DEPENDS ON WHETHER THEY ARE GOOD OR BAD. BUT WHEN ACTIONS ARE RELATED OR RECORDED AS TYPES, THE MERIT OR DEMERIT OF THE AGENTS IS A MATTER OF NO IMPORTANCE, AS LONG AS THERE IS A TRUE TYPICAL RELATION BETWEEN THE ACTION AND THE THING SIGNIFIED. SO IN THE CASE OF CAIAPHAS IN THE GOSPEL AS REGARDS HIS INIQUITOUS AND MISCHIEVOUS INTENTION, AND EVEN AS REGARDS HIS WORDS IN THE SENSE IN WHICH HE USED THEM, THAT A JUST MAN SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH UNJUSTLY, ASSUREDLY THEY WERE BAD; AND YET THERE WAS A GOOD MEANING IN HIS WORDS WHICH HE DID NOT KNOW OF WHEN HE SAID, "IT IS EXPEDIENT THAT ONE MAN SHOULD DIE FOR THE PEOPLE AND THAT THE WHOLE NATION PERISH NOT." SO, IT IS WRITTEN OF HIM, "THIS HE SPOKE NOT OF HIMSELF; BUT BEING THE HIGH PRIEST, HE PROPHESIED THAT JESUS SHOULD DIE FOR THE PEOPLE."(1) IN THE SAME WAY THE ACTION OF JUDAH WAS BAD AS REGARDS HIS SINFUL PASSION, BUT IT TYPIFIED A GREAT GOOD HE KNEW NOTHING OF. OF HIMSELF HE DID EVIL WHILE IT WAS NOT OF HIMSELF THAT HE TYPIFIED GOOD. THESE INTRODUCTORY REMARKS APPLY NOT ONLY TO JUDAH, BUT ALSO TO ALL THE OTHER CASES WHERE IN THE NARRATIVE OF BAD ACTIONS IS CONTAINED A PROPHECY OF GOOD. 
84. IN TAMAR, THEN, THE DAUGHTER-IN-LAW OF JUDAH, WE SEE THE PEOPLE OF THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH, WHOSE KINGS, ANSWERING TO TAMAR'S HUSBANDS, WERE TAKEN FROM THIS TRIBE. TAMAR MEANS BITTERNESS; AND THE MEANING IS SUITABLE, FOR THIS PEOPLE GAVE THE CUP OF GALL TO THE LORD. (2) THE TWO SONS OF JUDAH REPRESENT TWO CLASSES OF KINGS WHO GOVERNED ILL--THOSE WHO DID HARM AND THOSE WHO DID NO GOOD. ONE OF THESE SONS WAS EVIL OR CRUEL BEFORE THE LORD; THE OTHER SPILLED THE SEED ON THE GROUND THAT TAMAR MIGHT NOT BECOME A MOTHER. THERE ARE ONLY THOSE TWO KINDS OF USELESS PEOPLE IN THE WORLD--THE INJURIOUS AND THOSE WHO WILL NOT GIVE THE GOOD THEY HAVE BUT LOSE IT OR SPILL IT ON THE GROUND. AND AS INJURY IS WORSE THAN NOT DOING GOOD, THE EVIL-DOER IS CALLED THE EIDER AND THE OTHER THE YOUNGER. ER, THE NAME OF THE ELDER, MEANS A PREPARER OF SKINS, WHICH WERE THE COATS GIVEN TO OUR FIRST PARENTS WHEN THEY WERE PUNISHED WITH EXPULSION FROM PARADISE. (3) ONAN, THE NAME OF THE YOUNGER, MEANS, THEIR GRIEF; THAT IS, THE GRIEF OF THOSE TO WHOM HE DOES NO GOOD, WASTING THE GOOD HE HAS ON THE EARTH. THE LOSS OF LIFE IMPLIED IN THE NAME OF THE ELDER IS A GREATER EVIL THAN THE WANT OF HELP IMPLIED IN THE NAME OF THE YOUNGER. BOTH BEING KILLED BY GOD TYPIFIES THE REMOVAL OF THE KINGDOM FROM MEN OF THIS CHARACTER. THE MEANING OF THE THIRD SON OF JUDAH NOT BEING JOINED TO THE WOMAN, IS THAT FOR A TIME THE KINGS OF JUDAH WERE NOT OF THAT TRIBE. SO, THIS THIRD SON DID NOT BECOME THE HUSBAND OF TAMAR; AS TAMAR REPRESENTS THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, WHICH CONTINUED TO EXIST, ALTHOUGH THE PEOPLE RECEIVED NO KING FROM IT. HENCE THE NAME OF THIS SON, SELOM, MEANS, HIS DISMISSION. NONE OF THOSE TYPES APPLY TO THE HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS MEN WHO, LIKE DAVID, THOUGH THEY LIVED IN THOSE TIMES, BELONG PROPERLY TO THE NEW TESTAMENT, WHICH THEY SERVED BY THEIR ENLIGHTENED PREDICTIONS. AGAIN, IN THE TIME WHEN JUDAH CEASED TO HAVE A KING OF ITS OWN TRIBE, THE EIDER HEROD DOES NOT COUNT AS ONE OF THE KINGS TYPIFIED BY THE HUSBANDS OF TAMAR; FOR HE WAS A FOREIGNER, AND HIS UNION WITH THE PEOPLE WAS NEVER CONSECRATED WITH THE HOLY OIL. HIS WAS THE POWER OF A STRANGER, GIVEN HIM BY THE ROMANS AND BY CAESAR. AND IT WAS THE SAME WITH HIS SONS, THE TETRARCHS, ONE OF WHOM, CALLED HEROD, LIKE HIS FATHER, AGREED WITH PILATE AT THE TIME OF THE LORD'S PASSION.(4) SO PLAINLY WERE THESE FOREIGNERS CONSIDERED AS DISTINCT FROM THE SACRED MONARCHY OF JUDAH, THAT THE JEWS THEMSELVES, WHEN RAGING AGAINST CHRIST, EXCLAIMED OPENLY, "WE HAVE NO KING BUT CAESAR."(5) NOR WAS CAESAR PROPERLY THEIR KING, EXCEPT IN THE SENSE THAT ALL THE WORLD WAS SUBJECT TO ROME. THE JEWS THUS CONDEMNED THEMSELVES, ONLY TO EXPRESS THEIR REJECTION OF CHRIST, AND TO FLATTER CAESAR. 
85. THE TIME WHEN THE KINGDOM WAS REMOVED FROM THE TRIBE OF JUDAH WAS THE TIME APPOINTED FOR THE COMING OF CHRIST OUR LORD, THE TRUE SAVIOR, WHO SHOULD COME NOT FOR HARM, BUT FOR GREAT GOOD. THUS, WAS IT PROPHESIED, "A PRINCE SHALL NOT FAIL FROM JUDAH, NOR A LEADER FROM HIS LOINS, TILL HE COME FOR WHOM IT IS RESERVED: HE IS THE DESIRE OF NATIONS."(6) NOT ONLY THE KINGDOM, BUT ALL GOVERNMENT, OF THE JEWS HAD CEASED, AND ALSO, AS PROPHESIED BY DANIEL, THE SACRED ANOINTING FROM WHICH THE NAME CHRIST OR ANOINTED IS DERIVED. THEN CAME HE FOR WHOM IT WAS RESERVED, THE DESIRE OF NATIONS; AND THE HOLY OF HOLIES WAS ANOINTED WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE HIS FELLOWS. (7) CHRIST WAS BORN IN THE TIME OF THE EIDER HEROD, AND SUFFERED IN THE TIME OF HEROD THE TETRARCH. HE WHO THUS CAME TO THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL WAS TYPIFIED BY JUDAH WHEN HE WENT TO SHEAR HIS SHEEP IN THAMNA, WHICH MEANS, FAILING. FOR THEN THE PRINCE HAD FAILED FROM JUDAH, WITH ALL THE GOVERNMENT AND ANOINTING OF THE JEWS, THAT HE MIGHT COME FOR WHOM IT WAS RESERVED. JUDAH, WE ARE TOLD, CAME WITH HIS ADULLAMITE SHEPHERD, WHOSE NAME WAS IRAS; AND ADULLAMITE MEANS, A TESTIMONY IN WATER. SO, IT WAS WITH THIS TESTIMONY THAT THE LORD CAME, HAVING INDEED GREATER TESTIMONY THAN THAT OF JOHN; (1) BUT FOR THE SAKE OF HIS FEEBLE SHEEP HE MADE USE OF THE TESTIMONY IN WATER. THE NAME IRAS, TOO, MEANS, VISION OF MY BROTHER. SO JOHN SAW HIS BROTHER, A BROTHER IN THE FAMILY OF ABRAHAM, AND FROM THE RELATIONSHIP OF MARY AND ELISABETH; AND THE SAME PERSON HE RECOGNIZED AS HIS LORD AND HIS GOD, FOR, AS HE HIMSELF SAYS, HE RECEIVED OF HIS FULLNESS.(2) ON ACCOUNT OF THIS VISION, AMONG THOSE BORN OF WOMAN, THERE HAS ARISEN NO GREATER THAN HE;(3) BECAUSE, OF ALL WHO FORETOLD CHRIST, HE ALONE SAW WHAT MANY RIGHTEOUS MEN AND PROPHETS DESIRED TO SEE AND SAW NOT. HE SALUTED CHRIST FROM THE WOMB;(4) HE KNEW HIM MORE CERTAINLY FROM SEEING THE DOVE; AND THEREFORE, AS THE ADULLAMITE, HE GAVE TESTIMONY BY WATER. THE LORD CAME TO SHEAR HIS SHEEP, IN RELEASING THEM FROM PAINFUL BURDENS, AS IT IS SAID IN PRAISE OF THE CHURCH IN THE SONG OF SONGS, THAT HER TEETH ARE LIKE A FLOCK OF SHEEP AFTER SHEARING. (5) 
86. NEXT, WE HAVE TAMAR CHANGING HER DRESS; FOR TAMAR ALSO MEANS CHANGING. STILL, THE NAME OF BITTERNESS MUST BE RETAINED--NOT THAT BITTERNESS IN WHICH GALL WAS GIVEN TO THE LORD, BUT THAT IN WHICH PETER WEPT BITTERLY. (6) FOR JUDAH MEANS CONFESSION; AND BITTERNESS IS MINGLED WITH CONFESSION AS A TYPE OF TRUE REPENTANCE. IT IS THIS REPENTANCE WHICH GIVES FRUITFULNESS TO THE CHURCH ESTABLISHED AMONG ALL NATIONS. FOR "IT BEHOOVED CHRIST TO SUFFER, AND TO RISE FROM THE DEAD, AND THAT REPENTANCE AND THE REMISSION OF SINS BE PREACHED AMONG ALL NATIONS IN HIS NAME, BEGINNING AT JERUSALEM."(7) IN THE DRESS TAMAR PUT ON THERE IS A CONFESSION OF SINS; AND TAMAR SITTING IN THIS DRESS AT THE GATE OF AENAN OR AENAIM, WHICH MEANS FOUNTAIN, IS A TYPE OF THE CHURCH CALLED FROM AMONG THE NATIONS. SHE RAN AS A HART TO THE SPRINGS OF WATER, TO MEET WITH THE SEED OF ABRAHAM; AND THERE SHE IS MADE FRUITFUL BY ONE WHO KNOWS HER NOT, AS IT IS FORETOLD, "A PEOPLE WHOM I HAVE NOT KNOWN SHALL SERVE ME."(8) TAMAR RECEIVED UNDER HER DISGUISE A RING, A BRACELET, A STAFF; SHE IS SEALED IN HER CALLING, ADORNED IN HER JUSTIFICATION, RAISED IN HER GLORIFICATION. FOR "WHOM HE PREDESTINATED, THEM HE ALSO CALLED: AND WHOM HE CALLED, THEM HE ALSO JUSTIFIED: AND WHOM HE JUSTIFIED, THEM HE ALSO GLORIFIED."(9) THIS WAS WHILE SHE WAS STILL DISGUISED, AS I HAVE SAID; AND IN THE SAME STATE SHE CONCEIVES, AND BECOMES FRUITFUL IN HOLINESS. ALSO, THE KID PROMISED IS SENT TO HER AS TO A HARLOT. THE KID REPRESENTS REBUKE FOR SIN, AND IT IS SENT BY THE ADULLAMITE ALREADY MENTIONED, WHO, AS IT WERE, USES THE REPROACHFUL WORDS, "O GENERATION OF VIPERS!"(10) BUT THIS REBUKE FOR SIN DOES NOT REACH HER, FOR SHE HAS BEEN CHANGED BY THE BITTERNESS OF CONFESSION. AFTERWARDS, BY EXHIBITING THE PLEDGES OF THE RING AND BRACELET AND STAFF, SHE PREVAILS OVER THE JEWS, IN THEIR HASTY JUDGMENT OF HER, WHO ARE NOW REPRESENTED BY JUDAH HIMSELF; AS AT THIS DAY WE HEAR THE JEWS SAYING THAT WE ARE NOT THE PEOPLE OF CHRIST, AND HAVE NOT THE SEED OF ABRAHAM. BUT WHEN WE EXHIBIT THE SURE TOKENS OF OUR CALLING AND JUSTIFICATION AND GLORIFICATION, THEY WILL IMMEDIATELY BE CONFOUNDED, AND WILL ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE ARE JUSTIFIED RATHER THAN THEY. I SHOULD ENTER INTO THIS MORE PARTICULARLY, TAKING, AS IT WERE, EACH LIMB AND JOINT SEPARATELY, AS THE LORD MIGHT ENABLE ME, WERE IT NOT THAT SUCH MINUTE INQUIRY IS PREVENTED BY THE NECESSITY OF BRINGING THIS WORK TO A CLOSE, FOR IT IS ALREADY LONGER THAN IS DESIRABLE. 
87. AS REGARDS THE PROPHETIC SIGNIFICANCE OF DAVID'S SIN, A SINGLE WORD MUST SUFFICE. THE NAMES OCCURRING IN THE NARRATIVE SHOW WHAT IT TYPIFIES. DAVID MEANS, STRONG OF HAND, OR DESIRABLE; AND WHAT CAN BE STRONGER THAN THE LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, WHO HAS CONQUERED THE WORLD, OR MORE DESIRABLE THAN HE OF WHOM THE PROPHET SAYS, "THE DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS SHALL COME?"(11) BERSABEE MEANS, WELL OF SATISFACTION, OR SEVENTH WELL: EITHER OF THESE INTERPRETATIONS WILL SUIT OUR PURPOSE. SO, IN THE SONG OF SONGS, THE SPOUSE, WHO IS THE CHURCH, IS CALLED A WELL OF LIVING WATER;(12) OR AGAIN, THE NUMBER SEVEN REPRESENTS THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS IN THE NUMBER OF DAYS IN PENTECOST, WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME FROM HEAVEN. WE LEARN ALSO FROM THE BOOK OF TOBIT, THAT PENTECOST WAS THE FEAST OF SEVEN WEEKS. (13) TO FORTY-NINE, WHICH IS SEVEN TIMES SEVEN, ONE IS ADDED TO DENOTE UNITY. TO THIS EFFECT IS THE SAYING OF THE APOSTLE: "BEARING WITH ONE ANOTHER IN LOVE, ENDEAVORING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE."(14) THE CHURCH BECOMES A WELL OF SATISFACTION BY THIS GIFT OF THE SPIRIT, THE NUMBER SEVEN DENOTING ITS SPIRITUALITY; FOR IT IS IN HER A FOUNTAIN OF LIVING WATER SPRINGING UP UNTO EVERLASTING LIFE, AND HE WHO HAS IT SHALL NEVER THIRST.(15) URIAH, BERSABEE'S HUSBAND, MUST, FROM THE MEANING OF HIS NAME, BE UNDERSTOOD AS REPRESENTING THE DEVIL. IT IS IN UNION TO THE DEVIL THAT ALL ARE BOUND WHOM THE GRACE OF GOD SETS FREE, THAT THE CHURCH WITHOUT SPOT OR WRINKLE MAY BE MARRIED TO HER TRUE SAVIOR. URIAH MEANS, MY LIGHT OF GOD; AND HITTITE MEANS, CUT OFF, REFERRING EITHER TO HIS NOT ABIDING IN THE TRUTH, WHEN HE WAS CUT OFF ON ACCOUNT OF HIS PRIDE FROM THE CELESTIAL LIGHT WHICH HE HAD OF GOD, OR TO HIS TRANSFORMING HIMSELF INTO AN ANGEL OF LIGHT, BECAUSE AFTER LOSING HIS REAL STRENGTH BY HIS FALL, HE STILL DARES TO SAY, MY LIGHT IS OF GOD. THE LITERAL DAVID, THEN, WAS GUILTY OF A HEINOUS CRIME, WHICH GOD BY THE PROPHET CONDEMNED IN THE REBUKE ADDRESSED TO DAVID, AND WHICH DAVID ATONED FOR BY HIS REPENTANCE. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE WHO IS THE DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS LOVED THE CHURCH WHEN WASHING HERSELF ON THE ROOF, THAT IS, WHEN CLEANSING HERSELF FROM THE POLLUTION OF THE WORLD, AND IN SPIRITUAL CONTEMPLATION MOUNTING ABOVE HER HOUSE OF CLAY, AND TRAMPLING UPON IT; AND AFTER COMMENCING AN ACQUAINTANCE, HE PUTS TO DEATH THE DEVIL, WHOM HE FIRST ENTIRELY REMOVES FROM HER, AND JOINS HER TO HIMSELF IN PERPETUAL UNION. WHILE WE HATE THE SIN, WE MUST NOT OVERLOOK THE PROPHETICAL SIGNIFICANCE; AND WHILE WE LOVE, AS IS HIS DUE, THAT DAVID WHO IN HIS MERCY HAS FREED US FROM THE DEVIL, WE MAY ALSO LOVE THE DAVID WHO BY THE HUMILITY OF HIS REPENTANCE HEALED THE WOUND MADE BY HIS TRANSGRESSION. 
88. LITTLE NEED BE SAID OF SOLOMON, WHO IS SPOKEN OF IN HOLY SCRIPTURE IN TERMS OF THE STRONGEST DISAPPROVAL AND CONDEMNATION, WHILE NOTHING IS SAID OF HIS REPENTANCE AND RESTORATION TO THE DIVINE FAVOR. NOR CAN I FIND IN HIS LAMENTABLE FALL EVEN A SYMBOLICAL CONNECTION WITH ANYTHING GOOD. PERHAPS THE STRANGE WOMEN HE LUSTED AFTER MAY BE THOUGHT TO REPRESENT THE CHURCHES CHOSEN FROM AMONG THE GENTILES. THIS IDEA MIGHT HAVE BEEN ADMISSIBLE, IF THE WOMEN HAD LEFT THEIR GODS FOR SOLOMON'S SAKE TO WORSHIP HIS GOD. BUT AS HE FOR THEIR SAKES OFFENDED HIS GOD AND WORSHIPPED THEIR GODS, IT SEEMS IMPOSSIBLE TO THINK OF ANY GOOD MEANING. DOUBTLESS, SOMETHING IS TYPIFIED, BUT IT IS SOMETHING BAD, AS IN THE CASE ALREADY EXPLAINED OF LOT'S WIFE AND DAUGHTERS. WE SEE IN SOLOMON A NOTABLE PRE-EMINENCE AND A NOTABLE FALL. NOW, THIS GOOD AND EVIL WHICH WE SEE IN HIM AT DIFFERENT PERIODS, FIRST GOOD AND THEN EVIL, ARE IN OUR DAY FOUND TOGETHER IN THE CHURCH. WHAT IS GOOD IN SOLOMON REPRESENTS, I THINK, THE GOOD MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH; AND WHAT WAS BAD IN HIM REPRESENTS THE BAD MEMBERS. BOTH ARE IN ONE MAN, AS THE BAD AND THE GOOD ARE IN THE CHAFF AND GRAIN OF ONE FLOOR, OR IN THE TARES AND WHEAT OF ONE FIELD. A CLOSER INQUIRY INTO WHAT IS SAID OF SOLOMON IN SCRIPTURE MIGHT DISCLOSE, EITHER TO ME OR TO OTHERS OF GREATER LEARNING AND GREATER WORTH, SOME MORE PROBABLE INTERPRETATION. BUT AS WE ARE NOW ENGAGED ON A DIFFERENT SUBJECT, WE MUST NOT ALLOW THIS MATTER TO BREAK THE CONNECTION OF OUR DISCOURSE. 
89. AS REGARDS THE PROPHET HOSEA, IT IS UNNECESSARY FOR ME TO EXPLAIN THE MEANING OF THE COMMAND, OR OF THE PROPHET'S CONDUCT, WHEN GOD SAID TO HIM, "GO AND TAKE UNTO THEE A WIFE OF WHOREDOMS AND PRODUCE CHILDREN OF WHOREDOMS," FOR THE SCRIPTURE ITSELF INFORMS US OF THE ORIGIN AND PURPOSE OF THIS DIRECTION. IT PROCEEDS THUS: "FOR THE LAND HATH COMMITTED GREAT WHOREDOM, DEPARTING FROM THE LORD. SO, HE WENT AND TOOK GOMER THE DAUGHTER OF DIBLAIM; WHICH CONCEIVED, AND BARE HIM A SON. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO HIM, CALL HIS NAME JEZREEL; FOR YET A LITTLE WHILE, AND I WILL AVENGE THE BLOOD OF JEZREEL UPON THE HOUSE OF JUDAH, AND WILL CAUSE TO CEASE THE KINGDOM OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS AT THAT DAY, THAT I WILL BREAK THE BOW OF ISRAEL IN THE VALLEY OF JEZREEL. AND SHE CONCEIVED AGAIN, AND BARE A DAUGHTER. AND GOD SAID UNTO HIM, CALL HER NAME NO-MERCY: FOR I WILL NO MORE HAVE MERCY UPON THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; BUT I WILL UTTERLY TAKE THEM AWAY. BUT I WILL HAVE MERCY UPON THE HOUSE OF JUDAH, AND WILL SAVE THEM BY THE LORD THEIR GOD, AND WILL NOT SAVE THEM BY BOW, NOR BY SWORD, NOR BY BATTLE, BY HORSES, NOR BY HORSEMEN. NOW WHEN SHE HAD WEANED NO-MERCY, SHE CONCEIVED, AND BARE A SON. THEN SAID GOD, CALL HIS NAME NOT-MY-PEOPLE: FOR YE ARE NOT MY PEOPLE, AND I WILL NOT BE YOUR GOD. YET THE NUMBER OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHALL BE AS THE SAND OF THE SEA, WHICH CANNOT BE MEASURED FOR MULTITUDE; AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT IN THE PLACE WHERE IT WAS SAID UNTO THEM, YE ARE NOT MY PEOPLE, THERE IT SHALL BE SAID UNTO THEM, YE ARE THE SONS OF THE LIVING GOD. THEN SHALL THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AND THE CHILDREN OF JUDAH BE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND APPOINT THEMSELVES ONE HEAD, AND THEY SHALL COME UP OUT OF THE LAND: FOR GREAT SHALL BE THE DAY OF JEZREEL. SAY YE UNTO YOUR BRETHREN, MY PEOPLE; AND TO YOUR SISTER, SHE HATH FOUND MERCY."(1) SINCE THE TYPICAL MEANING OF THE COMMAND AND OF THE PROPHET'S CONDUCT IS THUS EXPLAINED IN THE SAME BOOK BY THE LORD HIMSELF, AND SINCE THE WRITINGS OF THE APOSTLES DECLARE THE FULFILLMENT OF THIS PROPHECY IN THE PREACHING OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, EVERY ONE MUST ACCEPT THE EXPLANATION THUS GIVEN OF THE COMMAND AND OF THE ACTION OF THE PROPHET AS THE TRUE EXPLANATION. THUS, IT IS SAID BY THE APOSTLE PAUL, "THAT HE MIGHT MAKE KNOWN THE RICHES OF HIS GLORY ON THE VESSELS OF MERCY, WHICH HE HAD AFORE PREPARED UNTO GLORY, EVEN US, WHOM HE HATH CALLED, NOT OF THE JEWS ONLY, BUT ALSO OF THE GENTILES. AS HE SAITH ALSO IN HOSEA, I WILL CALL THEM MY PEOPLE, WHICH WERE NOT MY PEOPLE; AND HER BELOVED, WHICH WAS NOT BELOVED. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT IN THE PLACE WHERE IT WAS SAID UNTO THEM, YE ARE NOT MY PEOPLE, THERE SHALL THEY BE CALLED THE CHILDREN OF THE LIVING GOD."(1) HERE PAUL APPLIES THE PROPHECY TO THE GENTILES. SO ALSO PETER, WRITING TO THE GENTILES, WITHOUT NAMING THE PROPHET, BORROWS HIS EXPRESSIONS WHEN HE SAYS, "BUT YE ARE A CHOSEN GENERATION, A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PECULIAR PEOPLE; THAT YE MIGHT SHOW FORTH THE PRAISES OF HIM WHO HAS CALLED YOU OUT OF DARKNESS INTO HIS MARVELOUS LIGHT; WHICH IN TIME PAST WERE NOT A PEOPLE, BUT ARE NOW THE PEOPLE OF GOD: WHICH HAD NOT OBTAINED MERCY, BUT NOW HAVE OBTAINED MERCY."(2) FROM THIS IT IS PLAIN THAT THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET, "AND THE NUMBER OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHALL BE AS THE SAND OF THE SEA, WHICH CANNOT BE MEASURED FOR MULTITUDE," AND THE WORDS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING, "AND IT SHALL BE THAT IN THE PLACE WHERE IT WAS SAID UNTO THEM, YE ARE NOT MY PEOPLE, THERE THEY SHALL BE CALLED THE CHILDREN OF THE LIVING GOD," DO NOT APPLY TO THAT ISRAEL WHICH IS AFTER THE FLESH, BUT TO THAT OF WHICH THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE GENTILES, "YE THEREFORE ARE THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, AND HEIRS ACCORDING TO THE PROMISE."(3) BUT, AS MANY JEWS WHO WERE OF THE ISRAEL AFTER THE FLESH HAVE BELIEVED, AND WILL YET BELIEVE; FOR OF THESE WERE THE APOSTLES, AND ALL THE THOUSANDS IN JERUSALEM OF THE COMPANY OF THE APOSTLES, AS ALSO THE CHURCHES OF WHICH PAUL SPEAKS, WHEN HE SAYS TO THE GALATIANS, "I WAS UNKNOWN BY FACE TO THE CHURCHES OF JUDAEA WHICH WERE IN CHRIST;"(4) AND AGAIN, HE EXPLAINS THE PASSAGE IN THE PSALMS, WHERE THE LORD IS CALLED THE CORNERSTONE,(5) AS REFERRING TO HIS UNITING IN HIMSELF THE TWO WALLS OF CIRCUMCISION AND UNCIRCUMCISION, "THAT HE MIGHT MAKE IN HIMSELF OF TWAIN ONE NEW MAN, SO MAKING PEACE; AND THAT HE MIGHT RECONCILE BOTH UNTO GOD IN ONE BODY BY THE CROSS, HAVING SLAIN THE ENMITY THEREBY: AND THAT HE MIGHT COME AND PREACH PEACE TO THEM THAT ARE FAR OFF, AND TO THEM THAT ARE NIGH," THAT IS, TO THE GENTILES AND TO THE JEWS; "FOR HE IS OUR PEACE, WHO HATH MADE OF BOTH ONE;"(6) TO THE SAME PURPOSE WE FIND THE PROPHET SPEAKING OF THE JEWS AS THE CHILDREN OF JUDAH, AND OF THE GENTILES AS CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, WHERE HE SAYS, "THE CHILDREN OF JUDAH AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHALL BE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND SHALL MAKE TO THEMSELVES ONE HEAD, AND SHALL GO UP FROM THE LAND." THEREFORE, TO SPEAK AGAINST A PROPHECY THUS CONFIRMED BY ACTUAL EVENTS, IS TO SPEAK AGAINST THE WRITINGS OF THE APOSTLES AS WELL AS THOSE OF THE PROPHETS; AND NOT ONLY TO SPEAK AGAINST WRITINGS, BUT TO IMPUGN IN THE MOST RECKLESS MANNER THE EVIDENCE, CLEAR AS NOONDAY OF ESTABLISHED FACTS. IN THE CASE OF THE NARRATIVE OF JUDAH, IT IS PERHAPS NOT SO EASY TO RECOGNIZE, UNDER THE DISGUISE OF THE WOMAN CALLED TAMAR, THE HARLOT REPRESENTING THE CHURCH GATHERED FROM AMONG THE CORRUPTION OF GENTILE SUPERSTITION; BUT HERE, WHERE SCRIPTURE EXPLAINS ITSELF, AND WHERE THE EXPLANATION IS CONFIRMED BY THE WRITINGS OF THE APOSTLES, INSTEAD OF DWELLING LONGER ON THIS, WE MAY PROCEED AT ONCE TO INQUIRE INTO THE MEANING OF THE VERY THINGS TO WHICH FAUSTUS OBJECTS IN MOSES THE SERVANT OF GOD. 
90. MOSES KILLING THE EGYPTIAN IN DEFENDING ONE OF HIS BRETHREN REMINDS US NATURALLY OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THE DEVIL, OUR ASSAILANT IN THIS LAND OF STRANGERS, BY OUR DEFENDER THE LORD CHRIST. AND AS MOSES HID THE DEAD BODY IN THE SAND, EVEN SO THE DEVIL, THOUGH SLAIN, REMAINS CONCEALED IN THOSE WHO ARE NOT FIRMLY SETTLED. THE LORD, WE KNOW, BUILDS THE CHURCH ON A ROCK; AND THOSE WHO HEAR HIS WORD AND DO IT, HE COMPARES TO A WISE MAN WHO BUILDS HIS HOUSE UPON A ROCK, AND WHO DOES NOT YIELD OR GIVE WAY BEFORE TEMPTATION; AND THOSE WHO HEAR AND DO NOT, HE COMPARES TO A FOOLISH MAN WHO BUILDS ON THE SAND, AND WHEN HIS HOUSE IS TRIED ITS RUIN IS GREAT.(7) 
91. OF THE PROPHETIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SPOILING OF THE EGYPTIANS, WHICH WAS DONE BY MOSES AT THE [SEXLESS] COMMAND OF THE LORD HIS GOD, WHO COMMANDS NOTHING BUT WHAT IS MOST JUST, I REMEMBER TO HAVE SET DOWN WHAT OCCURRED TO ME AT THE TIME IN MY BOOK ENTITLED ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE;(8) TO THE EFFECT THAT THE GOLD AND SILVER AND GARMENTS OF THE EGYPTIANS TYPIFIED CERTAIN BRANCHES OF LEARNING WHICH MAY BE PROFITABLY LEARNED OR TAUGHT AMONG THE GENTILES. THIS MAY BE THE TRUE EXPLANATION; OR WE MAY SUPPOSE THAT THE VESSELS OF GOLD AND SILVER REPRESENT THE PRECIOUS SOULS, AND THE GARMENTS THE BODIES, OF THOSE FROM AMONG THE GENTILES WHO JOIN THEMSELVES TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD, THAT ALONG WITH THEM THEY MAY BE FREED FROM THE EGYPT OF THIS WORLD. WHATEVER THE TRUE INTERPRETATION MAY BE, THE PIOUS STUDENT OF THE SCRIPTURES WILL FEEL CERTAIN THAT IN THE COMMAND, IN THE ACTION, AND IN THE NARRATIVE, THERE IS A PURPOSE AND A SYMBOLIC MEANING. 
92. IT WOULD TAKE TOO LONG TO GO THROUGH ALL THE WARS OF MOSES. IT IS ENOUGH TO REFER TO WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN SAID, AS SUFFICIENT FOR THE PURPOSE IN THIS REPLY TO FAUSTUS OF THE PROPHETIC AND SYMBOLIC CHARACTER OF THE WAR WITH AMALEK. (1) THERE IS ALSO THE CHARGE OF CRUELTY MADE AGAINST MOSES BY THE ENEMIES OF SCRIPTURES, OR BY THOSE WHO HAVE NEVER READ ANYTHING. FAUSTUS DOES NOT MAKE ANY SPECIFIC CHARGE, BUT SPEAKS OF MOSES AS COMMANDING AND DOING MANY CRUEL THINGS. BUT, KNOWING THE THINGS THEY ARE IN THE HABIT OF BRINGING FORWARD AND OF MISREPRESENTING, I HAVE ALREADY TAKEN A PARTICULAR CASE AND HAVE DEFENDED IT, SO THAT ANY MANICHAEANS WHO ARE WILLING TO BE CORRECTED, AND ALL OTHER IGNORANT AND IRRELIGIOUS PEOPLE, MAY SEE THAT THERE IS NO GROUND FOR THEIR ACCUSATIONS. WE MUST NOW INQUIRE INTO THE PROPHETIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE COMMAND, THAT MANY OF THOSE WHO, WHILE MOSES WAS ABSENT, MADE AN IDOL FOR THEMSELVES SHOULD BE SLAIN WITHOUT REGARD TO RELATIONSHIP. IT IS EASY TO SEE THAT THE SLAUGHTER OF THESE MEN REPRESENTS THE WARFARE AGAINST THE EVIL PRINCIPLES WHICH LED THE PEOPLE INTO THE SAME IDOLATRY. AGAINST SUCH EVIL WE ARE COMMANDED TO WAGE WAR IN THE WORDS OF THE PSALM, "BE YE ANGRY AND SIN NOT. (2) AND A SIMILAR COMMAND IS GIVEN BY THE APOSTLE, WHEN HE SAYS, "MORTIFY YOUR MEMBERS WHICH ARE ON EARTH FORNICATION, UNCLEANNESS, LUXURY, EVIL CONCUPISCENCE, AND COVETOUSNESS, WHICH IS IDOLATRY."(3) 
93. IT REQUIRES CLOSER EXAMINATION TO SEE THE MEANING OF THE FIRST ACTION OF MOSES IN BURNING THE CALF IN FIRE, AND GRINDING IT TO POWDER, AND SPRINKLING IT IN THE WATER FOR THE PEOPLE TO DRINK. THE TABLES GIVEN TO HIM, WRITTEN WITH THE FINGER OF GOD, THAT IS, BY THE AGENCY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, HE MAY HAVE BROKEN, BECAUSE HE JUDGED THE PEOPLE UNWORTHY OF HAVING THEM READ TO THEM; AND HE MAY HAVE BURNED THE CALF, AND GROUND IT, AND SCATTERED IT SO AS TO BE CARRIED AWAY BY THE WATER, IN ORDER TO LET NOTHING OF IT REMAIN AMONG THE PEOPLE. BUT WHY SHOULD HE HAVE MADE THEM DRINK IT? EVERY ONE MUST FEEL ANXIOUS TO DISCOVER THE TYPICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS ACTION. PURSUING THE INQUIRY, WE MAY FIND THAT IN THE CALF THERE WAS AN EMBODIMENT OF THE DEVIL, AS THERE IS IN MEN OF ALL NATIONS WHO HAVE THE DEVIL AS THEIR HEAD OR LEADER IN THEIR IMPIOUS RITES. THE CALF IS GOLD, BECAUSE THERE IS A SEMBLANCE OF WISDOM IN THE INSTITUTION OF IDOLATROUS WORSHIP. OF THIS THE APOSTLE SAYS, "KNOWING GOD, THEY GLORIFIED HIM NOT AS GOD, NOR WERE THANKFUL; BUT THEY BECAME VAIN IN THEIR IMAGINATIONS, AND THEIR FOOLISH HEART WAS DARKENED. PROFESSING THEMSELVES TO BE WISE THEY BECAME FOOLISH, AND CHANGED THE GLORY OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE GOD INTO THE LIKENESS OF CORRUPTIBLE MAN, AND OF BIRDS, AND OF FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS, AND OF CREEPING THINGS."(4) FROM THIS SO- CALLED WISDOM CAME THE GOLDEN CALF, WHICH WAS ONE OF THE FORMS OF IDOLATRY AMONG THE CHIEF MEN AND PROFESSED SAGES OF EGYPT. THE CALF, THEN, REPRESENTS EVERY BODY OR SOCIETY OF GENTILE IDOLATERS. THIS IMPIOUS SOCIETY THE LORD CHRIST BURNS WITH THAT FIRE OF WHICH HE SAYS IN THE GOSPEL, "I AM COME TO SEND FIRE ON THE EARTH", (5) FOR, AS THERE IS NOTHING HID FROM HIS HEAT, (6) WHEN THE GENTILES BELIEVE IN HIM, THEY LOSE THE FORM OF THE DEVIL IN THE FIRE OF DIVINE INFLUENCE. THEN ALL THE BODY IS GROUND, THAT IS, AFTER THE DISSOLUTION OF THE COMBINATION IN THE MEMBERSHIP OF INIQUITY COMES HUMILIATION UNDER THE WORD OF TRUTH. THEN THE DUST IS SPRINKLED IN THE WATER, THAT THE ISRAELITES, THAT IS, THE PREACHERS OF THE GOSPEL, MAY IN BAPTISM ADMIT THOSE FORMERLY IDOLATERS INTO THEIR OWN BODY, THAT IS, THE BODY OF CHRIST. TO PETER, WHO WAS ONE OF THOSE ISRAELITES, IT WAS SAID OF THE GENTILES, "KILL, AND EAT."(7) TO KILL AND EAT IS MUCH THE SAME AS TO GRIND AND DRINK. SO, THIS CALF, BY THE FIRE OF ZEAL, AND THE KEEN PENETRATION OF THE WORD, AND THE WATER OF BAPTISM, WAS SWALLOWED UP BY THE PEOPLE, INSTEAD OF THEIR BEING SWALLOWED UP BY IT. 
94. THUS, WHEN THE VERY PASSAGES ON WHICH THE HERETICS FOUND THEIR OBJECTIONS TO THE SCRIPTURES ARE STUDIED AND EXAMINED, THE MORE OBSCURE THEY ARE THE MORE WONDERFUL ARE THE SECRETS WHICH WE DISCOVER IN REPLY TO OUR QUESTIONS; SO THAT THE MOUTHS OF BLASPHEMERS ARE COMPLETELY STOPPED, AND THE EVIDENCE OF THE TRUTH SO STIFLES THEM THAT THEY CANNOT EVEN UTTER A SOUND. THE UNHAPPY MEN WHO WILL NOT RECEIVE INTO THEIR HEARTS THE SWEETNESS OF THE TRUTH MUST FEEL ITS FORCE AS A GAG IN THEIR MOUTHS. ALL THOSE PASSAGES SPEAK OF CHRIST. THE HEAD NOW ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN ALONG WITH THE BODY STILL SUFFERING ON EARTH IS THE FULL DEVELOPMENT OF THE WHOLE PURPOSE OF THE AUTHORS OF SCRIPTURE, WHICH IS WELL CALLED SACRED SCRIPTURE. EVERY PART OF THE NARRATIVE IN THE PROPHETICAL BOOKS SHOULD BE VIEWED AS HAVING A FIGURATIVE MEANING, EXCEPT WHAT SERVES MERELY AS A FRAMEWORK FOR THE LITERAL OR FIGURATIVE PREDICTIONS OF THIS KING AND OF HIS PEOPLE. FOR AS IN HARPS AND OTHER MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS THE MUSICAL SOUND DOES NOT COME FROM ALL PARTS OF THE INSTRUMENT, BUT FROM THE STRINGS, AND THE REST IS ONLY FOR FASTENING AND STRETCHING THE STRINGS SO AS TO TUNE THEM, THAT WHEN THEY ARE STRUCK BY THE MUSICIAN THEY MAY GIVE A PLEASANT SOUND; SO IN THESE PROPHETICAL NARRATIVES THE CIRCUMSTANCES SELECTED BY THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT EITHER PREDICT SOME FUTURE EVENT, OR IF THEY HAVE NO VOICE OF THEIR OWN, THEY SERVE TO CONNECT TOGETHER OTHER SIGNIFICANT UTTERANCES. 
95. SHOULD THE HERETICS REJECT OUR EXPOSITION OF THOSE ALLEGORICAL NARRATIVES, OR EVEN INSIST ON UNDERSTANDING THEM ONLY IN A LITERAL SENSE, TO DISPUTE ABOUT SUCH A DIFFERENCE OF UNDERSTANDING WOULD BE AS USELESS AS TO DISPUTE ABOUT A DIFFERENCE OF TASTE. ONLY, THE FACT THAT THE DIVINE PRECEPTS HAVE EITHER A MORAL AND RELIGIOUS CHARACTER OR A PROPHETIC MEANING MUST BE BELIEVED, WHETHER INTELLIGENTLY OR NOT. MOREOVER, THE FIGURATIVE INTERPRETATIONS MUST ALL BE IN THE INTEREST OF MORALITY AND RELIGION. SO, IF THE MANICHAEANS OR ANY OTHERS DISAGREE WITH OUR INTERPRETATION, OR DIFFER FROM US IN METHOD OR IN ANY PARTICULAR OPINION, SUFFICE IT THAT THE CHARACTER OF THE FATHERS WHOM GOD COMMENDS FOR THEIR CONDUCT AND OBEDIENCE TO HIS PRECEPTS IS VINDICATED ON A PRINCIPLE WHICH ALL BUT THOSE INVETERATE IN THEIR HOSTILITY WILL ACKNOWLEDGE TO BE TRUE; AND THAT THE PURITY AND DIGNITY OF THE SCRIPTURES ARE MAINTAINED IN REFERENCE TO THOSE PASSAGES WHICH THE ENEMIES OF THE TRUTH FIND FAULT WITH, WHERE CERTAIN ACTIONS ARE EITHER PRAISED OR BLAMED, OR MERELY NARRATED FOR US TO FORM A JUDGMENT OF THEM. 
96. IN FACT, NOTHING COULD HAVE BEEN DEVISED MORE LIKELY TO INSTRUCT AND BENEFIT THE PIOUS READER OF SACRED SCRIPTURE THAN THAT, BESIDES DESCRIBING PRAISEWORTHY CHARACTERS AS EXAMPLES, AND BLAMEWORTHY CHARACTERS AS WARNINGS, IT SHOULD ALSO NARRATE CASES WHERE GOOD MEN HAVE GONE BACK AND FALLEN INTO EVIL, WHETHER THEY ARE RESTORED TO THE RIGHT PATH OR CONTINUE IRRECLAIMABLE; AND ALSO WHERE BAD MEN HAVE CHANGED, AND HAVE ATTAINED TO GOODNESS, WHETHER THEY PERSEVERE IN IT OR RELAPSE INTO EVIL; IN ORDER THAT THE RIGHTEOUS MAY BE NOT LIFTED UP IN THE PRIDE OF SECURITY, NOR THE WICKED HARDENED IN DESPAIR OF CURE. AND EVEN THOSE PASSAGES IN SCRIPTURE WHICH CONTAIN NO EXAMPLES OR WARNINGS ARE EITHER REQUIRED FOR CONNECTION, SO AS TO PASS ON TO ESSENTIAL MATTERS, OR, FROM THEIR VERY APPEARANCE OF SUPERFLUITY, INDICATE THE PRESENCE OF SOME SECRET SYMBOLICAL MEANING. FOR IN THE BOOKS WE SPEAK OF, SO FAR FROM THERE BEING A WANT OR A SCARCITY OF PROPHETICAL ANNOUNCEMENTS, SUCH ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE NUMEROUS AND DISTINCT; AND NOW THAT THE FULFILLMENT HAS ACTUALLY TAKEN PLACE, THE TESTIMONY THUS BORNE TO THE DIVINE AUTHORITY OF THE BOOKS IS IRRESISTIBLY STRONG, SO THAT IT IS MERE MADNESS TO SUPPOSE THAT THERE CAN BE ANY USELESS OR UNMEANING PASSAGES IN BOOKS TO WHICH ALL CLASSES OF MEN AND OF MINDS DO HOMAGE, AND WHICH THEMSELVES PREDICT WHAT WE SEE THUS ACTUALLY COMING TO PASS. 
97. IF, THEN, ANY ONE READING OF THE ACTION OF DAVID, OF WHICH HE REPENTED WHEN THE LORD REBUKED AND THREATENED HIM, FIND IN THE NARRATIVE AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO SIN, IS SCRIPTURE TO BE BLAMED FOR THIS? IS NOT THE MAN'S OWN GUILT IN PROPORTION TO THE ABUSE WHICH HE MAKES FOR HIS OWN INJURY OR DESTRUCTION OF WHAT WAS WRITTEN FOR HIS RECOVERY AND RELEASE? DAVID IS SET FORTH AS A GREAT EXAMPLE OF REPENTANCE, BECAUSE MEN WHO FALL INTO SIN EITHER PROUDLY DISREGARD THE CURE OF REPENTANCE, OR LOSE THEMSELVES IN DESPAIR OF OBTAINING SALVATION OR OF MERITING PARDON. THE EXAMPLE IS FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE SICK, NOT FOR THE INJURY OF THOSE IN HEALTH. IF MADMEN DESTROY THEMSELVES, OR IF EVIL-DOERS DESTROY OTHERS, WITH SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, IT IS NOT THE FAULT OF SURGERY. 
98. EVEN SUPPOSING THAT OUR FATHERS THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS, OF WHOSE DEVOUT AND RELIGIOUS HABITS SO GOOD A REPORT IS GIVEN IN THAT SCRIPTURE WHICH EVERY ONE WHO KNOWS IT, AND HAS NOT LOST ENTIRELY THE USE OF HIS REASON, MUST ADMIT TO HAVE BEEN PROVIDED BY GOD FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN, WERE AS LUSTFUL AND CRUEL AS THE MANICHAEANS FALSELY AND FANATICALLY ALLEGE, THEY MIGHT STILL BE SHOWN TO BE SUPERIOR NOT ONLY TO THOSE WHOM THE MANICHAEANS CALL THE ELECT, BUT ALSO TO THEIR GOD HIMSELF. IS THERE IN THE LICENTIOUS INTERCOURSE OF MAN WITH WOMAN ANYTHING SO BAD AS THE SELF-ABASEMENT OF UNCLOUDED LIGHT BY MIXTURE WITH DARKNESS? HERE, IS A MAN PROMPTED BY AVARICE AND GREED TO PASS OFF HIS WIFE AS HIS SISTER AND SELL HER TO HER LOVER; BUT WORSE STILL AND MORE SHOCKING, THAT ONE SHOULD DISGUISE HIS OWN NATURE TO GRATIFY CRIMINAL PASSION, AND SUBMIT GRATUITOUSLY TO POLLUTION AND DEGRADATION. WHY, EVEN ONE WHO KNOWINGLY LIES WITH HIS OWN DAUGHTERS IS NOT EQUALLY CRIMINAL WITH ONE WHO LETS HIS MEMBERS SHARE IN THE DEFILEMENT OF ALL SENSUALITY AS GROSS AS THIS, OR GROSSER. AND IS NOT THE MANICHAEAN GOD A PARTAKER IN THE CONTAMINATION OF THE MOST ATROCIOUS ACTS OF UNCLEANNESS? AGAIN, IF IT WERE TRUE, AS FAUSTUS SAYS, THAT JACOB WENT FROM ONE TO ANOTHER OF HIS FOUR WIVES, NOT DESIRING OFFSPRING, BUT RESEMBLING A HE-GOAT IN LICENTIOUSNESS, HE WOULD STILL NOT BE SUNK SO LOW AS YOUR GOD, WHO MUST NOT ONLY HAVE SHARED IN THIS DEGRADATION, FROM HIS BEING CONFINED IN THE BODIES OF JACOB AND HIS WIVES SO AS TO BE MIXED UP WITH ALL THEIR MOVEMENTS, BUT ALSO, IN UNION WITH THIS VERY HE-GOAT OF FAUSTUS' COARSE COMPARISON, MUST HAVE ENDURED ALL THE PAINS OF ANIMAL APPETITE, INCURRING FRESH DEFILEMENT AT EVERY STEP, AS PARTAKING IN THE PASSION OF THE MALE, THE CONCEPTION OF THE FEMALE, AND THE BIRTH OF THE KID. AND, IN THE SAME WAY, SUPPOSING JUDAH TO HAVE BEEN GUILTY NOT ONLY OF FORNICATION, BUT OF INCEST, A SHARE IN THE HEATS AND IMPURITIES OF THIS INCESTUOUS PASSION WOULD ALSO BELONG TO YOUR GOD. DAVID REPENTED OF HIS SIN IN LOVING THE WIFE OF ANOTHER, AND IN ORDERING THE DEATH OF HER HUSBAND; BUT WHEN WILL YOUR GOD REPENT OF GIVING UP HIS MEMBERS TO THE WANTON PASSION OF THE MALE AND FEMALE CHIEFS OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS, AND OF PUTTING TO DEATH NOT THE HUSBAND OF HIS MISTRESS, BUT HIS OWN CHILDREN, WHOM HE CONFINES IN THE MEMBERS OF THE VERY DEMONS WHO WERE HIS OWN LOVERS? EVEN IF DAVID HAD NOT REPENTED, NOR BEEN THUS RESTORED TO RIGHTEOUSNESS, HE WOULD STILL HAVE BEEN BETTER THAN YOUR GOD. DAVID MAY HAVE BEEN DEFILED BY THIS ONE ACT, OR TO THE EXTENT TO WHICH ONE MAN IS CAPABLE OF SUCH DEFILEMENT; BUT YOUR GOD SUFFERS THE POLLUTION OF HIS MEMBERS IN ALL SUCH ACTIONS BY WHOMSOEVER COMMITTED. THE PROPHET HOSEA, TOO, IS ACCUSED BY FAUSTUS: AND, SUPPOSING HIM TO HAVE TAKEN THE HARLOT TO WIFE BECAUSE HE HAD A CRIMINAL AFFECTION FOR HER, IF HE IS LICENTIOUS AND SHE A PROSTITUTE, THEIR SOULS, ACCORDING TO YOUR OWN ASSERTION, ARE PARTS AND MEMBERS OF YOUR GOD AND OF HIS NATURE. IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, THE HARLOT HERSELF MUST BE YOUR GOD. YOU CANNOT PRETEND THAT YOUR GOD IS NOT CONFINED IN THE CONTAMINATED BODY, OR THAT HE IS ONLY PRESENT, WHILE PRESERVING ENTIRE THE PURITY OF HIS OWN NATURE; AND YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE MEMBERS OF YOUR GOD ARE SO DEFILED AS TO REQUIRE A SPECIAL PURIFICATION. THIS HARLOT, THEN, FOR WHOM YOU VENTURE TO FIND FAULT WITH THE MAN OF GOD, EVEN IF SHE HAD NOT BEEN CHANGED FOR THE BETTER BY BECOMING A CHASTE WIFE, WOULD STILL HAVE BEEN YOUR GOD; AT LEAST YOU MUST ADMIT HER SOUL TO HAVE BEEN A PART, HOWEVER SMALL, OF YOUR GOD. BUT ONE SINGLE HARLOT IS NOT SO BAD AS YOUR GOD, FOR HE ON ACCOUNT OF HIS MIXTURE WITH THE RACE OF DARKNESS SHARES IN EVERY ACT OF PROSTITUTION; AND WHEREVER SUCH IMPURITIES ARE PERPETRATED, HE GOES THROUGH THE CORRESPONDING EXPERIENCES OF ABANDONMENT, OF RELEASE, AND OF CONFINEMENT, AND THIS FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION, TILL THIS MOST CORRUPT PART REACHES ITS FINAL STATE IN THE MASS OF DARKNESS, LIKE AN IRRECLAIMABLE HARLOT. SUCH ARE THE EVILS AND SUCH THE SHAMEFUL ABOMINATIONS WHICH YOUR GOD COULD NOT WARD OFF FROM HIS MEMBERS, AND TO WHICH HE WAS BROUGHT IRRESISTIBLY BY HIS MERCILESS ENEMY; FOR ONLY BY THE SACRIFICE OF HIS OWN SUBJECTS, OR RATHER HIS OWN PARTS, COULD HE EFFECT THE DESTRUCTION OF HIS FORMIDABLE ASSAILANT. SURELY, THERE WAS NOTHING SO BAD AS THIS IN KILLING AN EGYPTIAN SO AS TO PRESERVE UNINJURED A FELLOW-COUNTRYMAN. YET FAUSTUS FINDS FAULT WITH THIS MOST ABSURDLY, WHILE WITH AMAZING INFATUATION HE OVERLOOKS THE CASE OF HIS OWN GOD. WOULD IT NOT HAVE BEEN BETTER FOR HIM TO HAVE CARRIED OFF THE GOLD AND SILVER VESSELS OF THE EGYPTIANS, THAN TO LET HIS MEMBERS BE CARRIED OFF BY THE RACE OF DARKNESS? AND YET THE WORSHIPPERS OF THIS UNFORTUNATE GOD FIND FAULT WITH THE SERVANT OF OUR GOD FOR CARRYING ON WARS, IN WHICH HE WITH HIS FOLLOWERS WERE ALWAYS VICTORIOUS, SO THAT, UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF MOSES, THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL CARRIED CAPTIVE THEIR ENEMIES, MEN AND WOMEN, AS YOUR GOD WOULD HAVE DONE TOO, IF HE HAD BEEN ABLE. YOU PROFESS TO ACCUSE MOSES OF DOING WRONG, WHILE IN FACT YOU ENVY HIS SUCCESS. THERE WAS NO CRUELTY IN PUNISHING WITH THE SWORD THOSE WHO HAD SINNED GRIEVOUSLY AGAINST GOD. INDEED, MOSES ENTREATED PARDON FOR THIS SIN, EVEN OFFERING TO BEAR HIMSELF IN THEIR STEAD THE DIVINE ANGER. BUT EVEN HAD HE BEEN, CRUEL INSTEAD OF COMPASSIONATE, HE WOULD STILL HAVE BEEN BETTER THAN YOUR GOD. FOR IF ANY OF HIS FOLLOWERS HAD BEEN SENT TO BREAK THE FORCE OF THE ENEMY AND HAD BEEN TAKEN CAPTIVE, HE WOULD NEVER, IF VICTORIOUS, HAVE CONDEMNED HIM WHEN HE HAD DONE NO WRONG, BUT ACTED IN OBEDIENCE TO ORDERS. AND YET THIS IS WHAT YOUR GOD IS TO DO WITH THE PART OF HIMSELF WHICH IS TO BE FASTENED IN THE MASS OF DARKNESS, BECAUSE IT OBEYED ORDERS, AND ADVANCED AT THE RISK OF ITS OWN LIFE IN DEFENSE OF HIS KINGDOM AGAINST THE BODY OF THE ENEMY. BUT, SAYS THE MANICHAEAN, THIS PART, AFTER MIXTURE AND COMBINATION WITH EVIL DURING THE COURSE OF AGES, HAS NOT BEEN OBEDIENT. BUT WHY? IF THE OBEDIENCE WAS VOLUNTARY, THE GUILT IS REAL, AND THE PUNISHMENT JUST. BUT FROM THIS IT WOULD FOLLOW THAT THERE IS NO NATURE OPPOSED TO SIN; OTHERWISE IT WOULD NOT SIN VOLUNTARILY; AND SO, THE WHOLE SYSTEM OF MANICHAEISM FALLS AT ONCE. IF, AGAIN, THIS PART SUFFERS FROM THE POWER OF THIS ENEMY AGAINST WHOM IT WAS SENT, AND IS SUBDUED BY A FORCE IT WAS UNABLE TO RESIST, THE PUNISHMENT IS UNJUST, AND FLAGRANTLY CRUEL. THE GOD WHO IS DEFENDED ON THE PLEA OF NECESSITY IS A FIT OBJECT OF WORSHIP TO THOSE WHO REFUSE TO WORSHIP THE ONE TRUE GOD. STILL, IT MUST BE ALLOWED THAT, HOWEVER DEBASING THE WORSHIP OF THIS GOD MAY BE, THE WORSHIPPERS ARE SO FAR BETTER THAN THEIR DEITY, THAT THEY HAVE AN EXISTENCE, WHILE HE IS NOTHING MORE THAN A FABULOUS INVENTION. PROCEED, WE NOW, TO THE REST OF FAUSTUS' VAGARIES. (1) 
AUGUSTIN: REPLY TO FAUSTUS THE MANICHAEAN [BOOK 23 TO 33]
REPLY TO FAUSTUS THE MANICHAEAN
BOOK XXIII.
FAUSTUS RECURS TO THE GENEALOGICAL DIFFICULTY AND INSISTS THAT EVEN ACCORDING TO MATTHEW JESUS WAS NOT SON OF GOD UNTIL HIS BAPTISM. AUGUSTIN SETS FORTH THE CATHOLIC VIEW OF THE RELATION OF THE DIVINE AND THE HUMAN IN THE PERSON OF CHRIST 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: ON ONE OCCASION, WHEN ADDRESSING A LARGE AUDIENCE, I WAS ASKED BY ONE, OF THE CROWD, DO YOU BELIEVE THAT JESUS WAS BORN OF MARY? I REPLIED, WHICH JESUS DO YOU MEAN? FOR IN THE HEBREW IT IS THE NAME OF SEVERAL PEOPLE. ONE WAS THE SON OF NUN, THE FOLLOWER OF MOSES;(1) ANOTHER WAS THE SON OF JOSEDECH THE HIGH PRIEST;(2) AGAIN, ANOTHER IS SPOKEN OF AS THE SON OF DAVID;(3) AND ANOTHER IS THE SON OF GOD. (4) OF WHICH OF THESE DO YOU ASK WHETHER I BELIEVE HIM TO HAVE BEEN BORN OF MARY? HIS ANSWER WAS, THE SON OF GOD, OF COURSE. ON WHAT EVIDENCE, SAID I, ORAL OR WRITTEN, AM I TO BELIEVE THIS? HE REPLIED, ON THE AUTHORITY OF MATTHEW. WHAT, SAID I, DID MATTHEW WRITE? HE REPLIED, "THE BOOK OF THE GENERATION OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF DAVID, THE SON OF ABRAHAM "(MATT. I. 1). THEN SAID I, I WAS AFRAID YOU WERE GOING TO SAY, THE BOOK OF THE GENERATION OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD; AND I WAS PREPARED TO CORRECT YOU. NOW THAT YOU HAVE QUOTED THE VERSE ACCURATELY, YOU MUST NEVERTHELESS BE ADVISED TO PAY ATTENTION TO THE WORDS. MATTHEW DOES NOT PROFESS TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THE GENERATION OF THE SON OF GOD, BUT OF THE SON OF DAVID. 
2. I WILL, FOR THE PRESENT, SUPPOSE THAT THIS PERSON WAS RIGHT IN SAYING THAT THE SON OF DAVID WAS BORN OF MARY. IT STILL REMAINS TRUE, THAT IN THIS WHOLE PASSAGE OF THE GENERATION NO MENTION IS MADE OF THE SON OF GOD TILL WE COME TO THE BAPTISM; SO THAT IT IS AN INJURIOUS MISREPRESENTATION ON YOUR PART TO SPEAK OF THIS WRITER AS MAKING THE SON OF GOD THE INMATE OF A WOMB. THE WRITER, INDEED, SEEMS TO CRY OUT AGAINST SUCH AN IDEA, AND IN THE VERY TITLE OF HIS BOOK TO CLEAR HIMSELF OF SUCH BLASPHEMY, ASSERTING THAT THE PERSON WHOSE BIRTH HE DESCRIBES IS THE SON OF DAVID, NOT THE SON OF GOD. AND IF YOU ATTEND TO THE WRITER'S MEANING AND PURPOSE, YOU WILL SEE THAT WHAT HE WISHES US TO BELIEVE OF JESUS THE SON OF GOD IS NOT SO MUCH THAT HE WAS BORN OF MARY, AS THAT HE BECAME THE SON OF GOD BY BAPTISM AT THE RIVER JORDAN. HE TELLS US THAT THE PERSON OF WHOM HE SPOKE AT THE OUTSET AS THE SON OF DAVID WAS BAPTIZED BY JOHN, AND BECAME THE SON OF GOD ON THIS PARTICULAR OCCASION, WHEN ABOUT THIRTY YEARS OLD, ACCORDING TO LUKE, WHEN ALSO THE VOICE WAS HEARD SAYING TO HIM, "THOU ART MY SON; THIS DAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN THEE."(5) IT APPEARS FROM THIS, THAT WHAT WAS BORN, AS IS SUPPOSED, OF MARY THIRTY YEARS BEFORE, WAS NOT THE SON OF GOD, BUT WHAT WAS AFTERWARDS MADE SO BY BAPTISM AT JORDAN, THAT IS, THE NEW MAN, THE SAME AS IN US WHEN WE WERE CONVERTED FROM GENTILE ERROR, AND BELIEVE IN GOD. THIS DOCTRINE MAY OR MAY NOT AGREE WITH WHAT YOU CALL THE CATHOLIC FAITH; AT ALL EVENTS, IT IS WHAT MATTHEW SAYS, IF MATTHEW IS THE REAL AUTHOR. THE WORDS, THOU ART MY SON, THIS DAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN THEE, OR, THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED, DO NOT OCCUR IN CONNECTION WITH THE STORY OF MARY'S MOTHERHOOD, BUT WITH THE PUTTING AWAY OF SIN AT JORDAN. THIS IS WHAT IS WRITTEN; AND IF YOU BELIEVE THIS DOCTRINE, YOU MUST BE CALLED A MATTHAEAN, FOR YOU WILL NO LONGER BE A CATHOLIC. THE CATHOLIC DOCTRINE IS WELL KNOWN; AND IT IS AS UNLIKE MATTHEW'S REPRESENTATIONS AS IT IS UNLIKE THE TRUTH. IN THE WORDS OF YOUR CREED, YOU DECLARE THAT YOU BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, WHO WAS BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY. ACCORDING TO YOU, THEREFORE, THE SON OF GOD COMES FROM MARY; ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, FROM THE JORDAN; WHILE WE BELIEVE HIM TO COME FROM GOD. THUS, THE DOCTRINE OF MATTHEW, IF WE ARE RIGHT IN ASSIGNING THE AUTHORSHIP TO HIM, IS AS DIFFERENT FROM YOURS AS FROM OURS; ONLY WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HE IS MORE CAUTIOUS THAN YOU IN ASCRIBING THE BEING BORN OF A WOMAN TO THE SON OF DAVID, AND NOT TO THE SON OF GOD. AS FOR YOU, YOUR ONLY ALTERNATIVE IS TO DENY THAT THOSE STATEMENTS WERE MADE, AS THEY APPEAR TO BE, BY MATTHEW, OR TO ALLOW THAT YOU HAVE ABANDONED THE FAITH OF THE APOSTLES. 
3. FOR OUR PART, WHILE NO ONE CAN ALTER OUR CONVICTION THAT THE SON OF GOD COMES FROM GOD, WE MIGHT INDULGE A CREDULOUS DISPOSITION, TO THE EXTENT OF ADMITTING THE FICTION, THAT JESUS BECAME THE SON OF GOD AT JORDAN, BUT NOT THAT THE SON OF GOD WAS BORN OF A WOMAN. THEN, AGAIN, THE SON SAID TO HAVE BEEN BORN OF MARY CANNOT PROPERLY BE CALLED THE SON OF DAVID, UNLESS IT IS ASCERTAINED THAT HE WAS BEGOTTEN BY JOSEPH. YOU SAY HE WAS NOT, AND THEREFORE YOU MUST ALLOW HIM NOT TO HAVE BEEN THE SON OF DAVID, EVEN THOUGH HE WERE THE SON OF MARY. THE GENEALOGY PROCEEDS IN THE LINE OF HEBREW FATHERS FROM ABRAHAM TO DAVID, AND FROM DAVID TO JOSEPH; AND AS WE ARE TOLD THAT JOSEPH WAS NOT THE REAL FATHER OF JESUS, JESUS CANNOT BE SAID TO BE THE SON OF DAVID. TO BEGIN WITH CALLING JESUS THE SON OF DAVID, AND THEN TO GO ON TO TELL OF HIS BEING BORN OF MARY BEFORE THE CONSUMMATION OF HER MARRIAGE WITH JOSEPH, IS PURE MADNESS. AND IF THE SON OF MARY CANNOT BE CALLED THE SON OF DAVID, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS NOT BEING THE SON OF JOSEPH, STILL LESS CAN THE NAME BE GIVEN TO THE SON OF GOD. 
4. MOREOVER, THE VIRGIN HERSELF APPEARS TO HAVE BELONGED NOT TO THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, TO WHICH THE JEWISH KINGS BELONGED, AND WHICH ALL AGREE WAS DAVID'S TRIBE, BUT TO THE PRIESTLY TRIBE OF LEVI. THIS APPEARS FROM THE FACT THAT THE VIRGIN'S FATHER JOACHIM WAS A PRIEST; AND HIS NAME DOES NOT OCCUR IN THE GENEALOGY. HOW, THEN, CAN MARY BE BROUGHT WITHIN THE PALE OF RELATIONSHIP TO DAVID, WHEN SHE HAS NEITHER FATHER NOR HUSBAND BELONGING TO IT? CONSEQUENTLY, MARY'S SON CANNOT POSSIBLY BE THE SON OF DAVID, UNLESS YOU CAN BRING THE MOTHER INTO SOME CONNECTION WITH JOSEPH, SO AS TO BE EITHER HIS WIFE OR HIS DAUGHTER. 
5. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: THE CATHOLIC, WHICH IS ALSO THE APOSTOLIC, DOCTRINE, IS, THAT OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST IS BOTH THE SON OF GOD IN HIS DIVINE NATURE, AND THE SON OF DAVID AFTER THE FLESH. THIS WE PROVE FROM THE WRITINGS OF THE EVANGELISTS AND APOSTLES, SO THAT NO ONE CAN REJECT OUR PROOFS WITHOUT ALSO REJECTING THESE WRITINGS. FAUSTUS' PLAN IS TO REPRESENT SOME ONE AS SAYING A FEW WORDS, WITHOUT BRINGING FORWARD ANY EVIDENCE IN ANSWER TO FAUSTUS' FERTILE SOPHISTRY. BUT WITH ALL HIS INGENUITY, THE PROOFS I HAVE TO GIVE WILL LEAVE FAUSTUS NO REPLY, BUT THAT THESE PASSAGES ARE SPURIOUS INTERPOLATIONS IN THE SACRED RECORD, A REPLY WHICH SERVES AS A MEANS OF ESCAPING, OR OF TRYING TO ESCAPE, THE FORCE OF THE PLAINEST STATEMENTS IN HOLY SCRIPTURE. WE HAVE ALREADY IN THIS TREATISE SUFFICIENTLY EXPOSED THE IRRATIONAL ABSURDITY, AS WELL AS THE DARING PROFANITY, OF SUCH CRITICISM; AND NOT TO EXCEED ALL LIMITS, WE MUST AVOID REPETITION. IT CANNOT BE NECESSARY THAT WE SHOULD BRING TOGETHER ALL THE PASSAGES SCATTERED THROUGHOUT SCRIPTURE, WHICH SHOW, IN ANSWER TO FAUSTUS, THAT IN THE BOOKS OF THE HIGHEST AND MOST SACRED AUTHORITY HE WHO IS CALLED THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, EVEN GOD WITH GOD, IS ALSO CALLED THE SON OF DAVID, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS TAKING THE FORM OF A SERVANT FROM THE VIRGIN MARY, THE WIFE OF JOSEPH. TO INSTANCE ONLY MATTHEW, SINCE FAUSTUS' ARGUMENT REFERS TO THIS GOSPEL, AS THE WHOLE BOOK CANNOT BE QUOTED HERE, LET WHOEVER CHOOSE READ IT, AND SEE HOW MATTHEW CARRIES ON TO THE PASSION AND THE RESURRECTION THE NARRATIVE OF HIM WHOM HE CALLS THE SON OF DAVID IN THE INTRODUCTION TO THE GENEALOGY. OF THIS SAME SON OF DAVID, HE SPEAKS AS BEING CONCEIVED AND BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY BY THE HOLY GHOST. HE ALSO APPLIES TO THIS THE DECLARATION OF THE PROPHET, "BEHOLD, A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE, AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME EMMANUEL, WHICH IS BEING INTERPRETED, GOD WITH US."(1) AGAIN, HE WHO WAS CALLED, EVEN FROM THE VIRGIN'S WOMB, GOD-WITH- US, IS SAID TO HAVE HEARD, WHEN HE WAS BAPTIZED BY JOHN, A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING, "THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED."(2) WILL FAUSTUS SAY THAT TO BE CALLED GOD IS LESS THAN TO BE CALLED THE SON OF GOD? HE SEEMS TO THINK SO, FOR HE TRIES TO PROVE THAT BECAUSE THIS VOICE CAME FROM HEAVEN AT THE TIME OF THE BAPTISM, THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, HE MUST THEN HAVE BECOME THE SON OF GOD; WHEREAS THE SAME EVANGELIST, IN A PREVIOUS PASSAGE, QUOTES THE SACRED ANNOUNCEMENT MADE BY THE PROPHET, IN WHICH THE CHILD HORN OF THE VIRGIN IS CALLED GOD- WITH-US. 
6. IT IS REMARKABLE HOW, AMID HIS WILD IRRELEVANCIES, THIS WRETCHED TRIFLER LOSES NO AVAILABLE OPPORTUNITY OF DARKENING THE DECLARATIONS OF SCRIPTURE BY THE FABULOUS CREATIONS OF HIS OWN FANCY. THUS, HE SAYS OF ABRAHAM, THAT WHEN HE TOOK HIS HANDMAID TO WIFE, HE DISBELIEVED GOD'S PROMISE THAT HE SHOULD HAVE A CHILD BY SARAH; WHEREAS, IN FACT, THIS PROMISE HAD NOT AT THAT TIME BEEN GIVEN. THEN HE ACCUSES ABRAHAM OF FALSEHOOD IN CALLING SARAH HIS SISTER, NOT HAVING READ WHAT MAY BE LEARNED ON THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE ABOUT THE FAMILY OF SARAH. ABRAHAM'S SON ISAAC ALSO HE ACCUSES OF FALSELY CALLING HIS WIFE HIS SISTER, THOUGH A DISTINCT ACCOUNT IS GIVEN OF HER FAMILY. THEN HE ACCUSES JACOB OF THERE BEING A DAILY QUARREL AMONG HIS FOUR WIVES, WHICH SHOULD BE THE FIRST TO APPROPRIATE HIM ON HIS RETURN FROM THE FIELD, WHILE NOTHING OF THIS IS SAID IN SCRIPTURE. AND THIS IS THE MAN WHO PRETENDS TO HATE THE WRITERS OF THE SACRED BOOKS FOR THEIR FALSEHOOD, AND WHO HAS THE EFFRONTERY SO TO MISREPRESENT EVEN THE GOSPEL RECORD, THOUGH ITS AUTHORITY IS ADMITTED BY ALL AS POSSESSING THE MOST ABUNDANT CONFIRMATION, AS TO TRY TO MAKE IT APPEAR, NOT INDEED THAT MATTHEW HIMSELF,--FOR IN THAT CASE HE WOULD HAVE BEEN FORCED TO YIELD TO APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY,--BUT THAT SOME ONE UNDER THE NAME OF MATTHEW, HAS WRITTEN ABOUT CHRIST WHAT HE REFUSES TO BELIEVE, AND ATTEMPTS TO REFUTE WITH A CONTUMELIOUS INGENUITY! 
7. THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN AT THE JORDAN SHOULD BE COMPARED WITH THE VOICE HEARD ON THE MOUNT.(1) IN NEITHER CASE DO THE WORDS, "THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED," IMPLY THAT HE WAS NOT THE SON OF GOD BEFORE; FOR HE WHO FROM THE VIRGIN'S WOMB TOOK THE FORM OF A SERVANT "WAS IN THE FORM OF GOD, AND THOUGHT IT NO ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL WITH GOD."(2) AND THE SAME APOSTLE PAUL HIMSELF SAYS DISTINCTLY ELSEWHERE," "BUT IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME, GOD SENT HIS SON, MADE OF A WOMAN, MADE UNDER THE LAW;"(3) THAT IS, A WOMAN IN THE HEBREW SENSE, NOT A WIFE, BUT ONE OF THE FEMALE SEX. THE SON OF GOD IS BOTH LORD OF DAVID IN HIS DIVINE NATURE, AND SON OF DAVID AS BEING OF THE SEED OF DAVID AFTER THE FLESH. AND IF IT WERE NOT PROFITABLE FOR US TO BELIEVE THIS, THE SAME APOSTLE WOULD NOT HAVE MADE IT SO PROMINENT AS HE DOES, WHEN HE SAYS TO TIMOTHY, "REMEMBER THAT CHRIST JESUS, OF THE SEED OF DAVID, ROSE FROM THE DEAD, ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL."(4) AND HE CAREFULLY ENJOINS BELIEVERS TO REGARD AS ACCURSED WHOEVER PREACHES ANOTHER GOSPEL CONTRARY TO THIS. 
8. THIS ASSAILANT OF THE HOLY GOSPEL NEED FIND NO DIFFICULTY IN THE FACT THAT CHRIST IS CALLED THE SON OF DAVID, THOUGH HE WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN, AND THOUGH JOSEPH WAS NOT HIS REAL FATHER; WHILE THE GENEALOGY IS BROUGHT DOWN BY THE EVANGELIST MATTHEW, NOT TO MARY, BUT TO JOSEPH. FIRST OF ALL, THE HUSBAND, AS THE MAN, IS THE MORE HONORABLE; AND JOSEPH WAS MARY'S HUSBAND, THOUGH SHE DID NOT LIVE WITH HIM, FOR MATTHEW HIMSELF MENTIONS THAT SHE WAS CALLED JOSEPH'S WIFE BY THE ANGEL; AS IT IS ALSO FROM MATTHEW THAT WE LEARN THAT MARY CONCEIVED NOT BY JOSEPH, BUT BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. BUT IF THIS, INSTEAD OF BEING A TRUE NARRATIVE WRITTEN BY MATTHEW THE APOSTLE, WAS A FALSE NARRATIVE WRITTEN BY SOME ONE ELSE UNDER HIS NAME, IS IT LIKELY THAT HE WOULD HAVE CONTRADICTED HIMSELF IN SUCH AN APPARENT MANNER, AND IN PASSAGES SO IMMEDIATELY CONNECTED, AS TO SPEAK OF THE SON OF DAVID AS BORN OF MARY WITHOUT CONJUGAL INTERCOURSE, AND THEN, IN GIVING HIS GENEALOGY, TO BRING IT DOWN TO THE VERY MAN WITH WHOM THE VIRGIN IS EXPRESSLY SAID NOT TO HAVE HAD INTERCOURSE, UNLESS HE HAD SOME REASON FOR DOING SO? EVEN SUPPOSING THERE WERE TWO WRITERS, ONE CALLING CHRIST THE SON OF DAVID, AND GIVING AN ACCOUNT OF CHRIST'S PROGENITORS FROM DAVID DOWN TO JOSEPH; WHILE THE OTHER DOES NOT CALL CHRIST THE SON OF DAVID, AND SAYS THAT HE WAS BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY WITHOUT INTERCOURSE WITH ANY MAN; THOSE STATEMENTS ARE NOT IRRECONCILABLE, SO AS TO PROVE THAT ONE OR BOTH WRITERS MUST BE FALSE. IT WILL APPEAR ON REFLECTION THAT BOTH ACCOUNTS MIGHT BE TRUE; FOR JOSEPH MIGHT BE CALLED THE HUSBAND OF MARY, THOUGH SHE WAS HIS WIFE ONLY IN AFFECTION, AND IN THE INTERCOURSE OF THE MIND, WHICH IS MORE INTIMATE THAN THAT OF THE BODY. IN THIS WAY IT MIGHT BE PROPER THAT THE HUSBAND OF THE VIRGIN-MOTHER OF CHRIST SHOULD HAVE A PLACE IN THE LIST OF CHRIST'S ANCESTORS. IT MIGHT ALSO BE THE CASE THAT SOME OF DAVID'S BLOOD FLOWED IN MARY HERSELF, SO THAT THE FLESH OF CHRIST, ALTHOUGH PRODUCED FROM A VIRGIN, STILL OWED ITS ORIGIN TO DAVID'S SEED. BUT AS, IN FACT, BOTH STATEMENTS ARE MADE BY ONE AND THE SAME WRITER, WHO INFORMS US BOTH THAT JOSEPH WAS THE HUSBAND OF MARY AND THAT THE MOTHER OF CHRIST WAS A VIRGIN, AND THAT CHRIST WAS OF THE SEED OF DAVID, AND THAT JOSEPH IS IN THE LIST OF CHRIST'S PROGENITORS IN THE LINE OF DAVID, THOSE WHO PREFER THE AUTHORITY OF THE SACRED GOSPEL TO THAT OF HERETICAL FICTION MUST CONCLUDE THAT MARY WAS NOT UNCONNECTED WITH THE FAMILY OF DAVID, AND THAT SHE WAS PROPERLY CALLED THE WIFE OF JOSEPH, BECAUSE BEING A WOMAN SHE WAS IN SPIRITUAL ALLIANCE WITH HIM, THOUGH THERE WAS NO BODILY CONNECTION. JOSEPH, TOO, IT IS PLAIN, COULD NOT BE OMITTED IN THE GENEALOGY; FOR, FROM THE SUPERIORITY OF HIS SEX, SUCH AN OMISSION WOULD BE EQUIVALENT TO A DENIAL OF HIS RELATION TO THE WOMAN WITH WHOM HE WAS INWARDLY UNITED; AND BELIEVERS IN CHRIST ARE TAUGHT NOT TO THINK CARNAL CONNECTION THE CHIEF THING IN MARRIAGE, AS IF WITHOUT THIS THEY COULD NOT BE MAN AND WIFE, BUT TO IMITATE IN CHRISTIAN WEDLOCK AS CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE THE PARENTS OF CHRIST, THAT SO THEY MAY HAVE THE MORE INTIMATE UNION WITH THE MEMBERS OF CHRIST. 
9. WE BELIEVE THAT MARY, AS WELL AS JOSEPH, WAS OF THE FAMILY OF DAVID, BECAUSE WE BELIEVE THE SCRIPTURES, WHICH ASSERT BOTH THAT CHRIST WAS OF THE SEED OF DAVID AFTER THE FLESH, AND THAT HIS MOTHER WAS THE VIRGIN MARY, HE HAVING NO HUMAN FATHER. THEREFORE, WHOEVER DENIES THE RELATIONSHIP OF MARY TO DAVID, EVIDENTLY OPPOSES THE PRE-EMINENT AUTHORITY OF THESE PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE; AND TO MAINTAIN THIS OPPOSITION HE MUST BRING EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT OF HIS STATEMENT FROM WRITINGS ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE CHURCH AS CANONICAL AND CATHOLIC, NOT FROM ANY WRITINGS HE PLEASES. IN THE MATTERS OF WHICH WE ARE NOW TREATING, ONLY THE CANONICAL WRITINGS HAVE ANY WEIGHT WITH US; FOR THEY ONLY ARE RECEIVED AND ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE CHURCH SPREAD OVER ALL THE WORLD, WHICH IS ITSELF A FULFILLMENT OF THE PROPHECIES REGARDING IT CONTAINED IN THESE WRITINGS. ACCORDINGLY, I AM NOT BOUND TO ADMIT THE UNCANONICAL ACCOUNT OF MARY'S BIRTH WHICH FAUSTUS ADOPTS, THAT HER FATHER WAS A PRIEST OF THE TRIBE OF LEVI, OF THE NAME OF JOACHIM. BUT EVEN WERE I TO ADMIT THIS ACCOUNT, I SHOULD STILL CONTEND THAT JOACHIM MUST HAVE IN SOME WAY BELONGED TO THE FAMILY OF DAVID, AND HAD SOMEHOW BEEN ADOPTED FROM THE TRIBE OF JUDAH INTO THAT OF LEVI; OR IF NOT HE, ONE OF HIS ANCESTORS; OR, AT LEAST, THAT WHILE BORN IN THE TRIBE OF LEVI, HE HAD STILL SOME RELATION TO THE LINE OF DAVID; AS FAUSTUS HIMSELF ACKNOWLEDGES THAT MARY, THOUGH BELONGING TO THE TRIBE OF LEVI, COULD BE GIVEN TO A HUSBAND OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH; AND HE EXPRESSLY SAYS THAT IF MARY WERE JOSEPH'S DAUGHTER, THE NAME SON OF DAVID WOULD BE APPLICABLE TO CHRIST. IN THIS WAY, BY THE MARRIAGE OF JOSEPH'S DAUGHTER IN THE TRIBE OF LEVI, HER SON, THOUGH BORN IN THE TRIBE OF LEVI, MIGHT NOT IMPROPERLY BE CALLED THE SON OF DAVID. AND SO, IF THE MOTHER OF THAT JOACHIM, WHO IN THE PASSAGE QUOTED BY FAUSTUS IS CALLED THE FATHER OF MARY, MARRIED IN THE TRIBE OF LEVI WHILE SHE BELONGED TO THE TRIBE OF JUDAH AND TO THE FAMILY OF DAVID, THERE WOULD THUS BE A SUFFICIENT REASON FOR SPEAKING OF JOACHIM AND MARY AND MARY'S SON AS BELONGING TO THE SEED OF DAVID. IF I FELT OBLIGED TO PAY ANY REGARD TO THE APOCRYPHAL SCRIPTURE IN WHICH JOACHIM IS CALLED THE FATHER OF MARY, I SHOULD ADOPT SOME SUCH EXPLANATION AS THE ABOVE, RATHER THAN ADMIT ANY FALSEHOOD IN THE GOSPEL, WHERE IT IS WRITTEN BOTH THAT JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, AND OUR SAVIOR, WAS OF THE SEED OF DAVID AFTER THE FLESH, AND THAT HE WAS BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY. IT IS ENOUGH FOR US THAT THE ENEMIES OF THESE SCRIPTURES, WHICH RECORD THESE TRUTHS AND WHICH WE BELIEVE, CANNOT PROVE AGAINST THEM ANY CHARGE OF FALSEHOOD. 
10. FAUSTUS CANNOT PRETEND THEN I AM UNABLE TO PROVE THAT MARY WAS OF THE FAMILY OF DAVID, AS I HAVE SHOWN HIM UNABLE TO PROVE THAT SHE WAS NOT. I PRODUCE THE STRONGEST EVIDENCE FROM SCRIPTURES OF ESTABLISHED AUTHORITY, WHICH DECLARE THAT CHRIST WAS OF THE SEED OF DAVID, AND THAT HE WAS BORN WITHOUT A FATHER OF THE VIRGIN MARY. FAUSTUS EXPRESSES WHAT HE CONSIDERS A MOST BECOMING INDIGNATION AGAINST IMPROPRIETY WHEN HE SAYS, IT IS AN INJURIOUS MISREPRESENTATION OF THE WRITER TO MAKE HIM SPEAK OF THE SON OF GOD AS THE INMATE OF A WOMB. OF COURSE, THE CATHOLIC DOCTRINE WHICH TEACHES THAT CHRIST THE SON OF GOD WAS BORN IN THE FLESH OF A VIRGIN, DOES NOT MAKE THE SON OF GOD THE INMATE OF HER WOMB IN THE SENSE OF HAVING NO EXISTENCE BEYOND IT, AS IF HE HAD ABANDONED THE GOVERNMENT OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, OR AS IF HE HAD LEFT THE PRESENCE OF THE FATHER. THE MISTAKE IS WITH THE MANICHAEANS, WHOSE UNDERSTANDING IS SO INCAPABLE OF FORMING A CONCEPTION OF ANYTHING EXCEPT WHAT IS MATERIAL, THAT THEY CANNOT COMPREHEND HOW THE WORD OF GOD, WHO IS THE VIRTUE AND WISDOM OF GOD, WHILE REMAINING IN HIMSELF AND WITH THE FATHER, AND WHILE GOVERNING THE UNIVERSE, REACHES FROM END TO END IN STRENGTH, AND SWEETLY ORDERS ALL THINGS.(1) IN THE FAULTLESS PROCEDURE OF THIS ADORABLE PROVIDENCE, HE APPOINTED FOR HIMSELF AN EARTHLY MOTHER; AND TO FREE HIS SERVANTS FROM THE BONDAGE OF CORRUPTION HE TOOK IN THIS MOTHER THE FORM OF A SERVANT, THAT IS, A MORTAL BODY; AND THIS BODY WHICH HE TOOK HE SHOWED OPENLY, AND WHEN IT HAD BEEN EXPOSED, EVEN TO SUFFERING AND DEATH, HE RAISED IT AGAIN FROM THE DEAD, AND BUILT AGAIN THE TEMPLE WHICH HAD BEEN DESTROYED. YOU WHO SHRINK FROM THIS DOCTRINE AS BLASPHEMOUS, MAKE THE MEMBERS OF YOUR GOD TO BE CONFINED NOT IN A VIRGIN'S WOMB, BUT IN THE WOMBS OF ALL FEMALE ANIMALS, FROM ELEPHANTS DOWN TO FLIES. PERHAPS YOU THINK THE LESS OF THE TRUE CHRIST, BECAUSE THE WORD IS SAID SO TO HAVE BECOME INCARNATE IN THE VIRGIN'S WOMB AS TO PROVIDE A TEMPLE FOR HIMSELF IN HUMAN NATURE, WHILE HIS OWN NATURE CONTINUED UNALTERED IN ITS INTEGRITY; AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, YOU THINK THE MORE OF YOUR GOD, BECAUSE IN THE BONDS AND POLLUTION OF HIS CONFINEMENT IN FLESH, IN THE PART WHICH IS TO BE MADE FAST TO THE MASS OF DARKNESS, HE SEEKS FOR HELP TO NO PURPOSE, OR IS EVEN RENDERED POWERLESS TO ASK FOR HELP. 
BOOK XXIV.
FAUSTUS EXPLAINS THE MANICHAEAN DENIAL THAT MAN WAS MADE BY GOD AS APPLYING TO THE FLESHLY MAN NOT TO THE SPIRITUAL. AUGUSTIN ELUCIDATES THE APOSTLE PAUL'S CONTRASTS BETWEEN FLESH AND SPIRIT SO AS TO EXCLUDE THE MANICHAEAN VIEW 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: WE ARE ASKED THE REASON BUT WE DO NOT ASSERT THAT MAN IS IN NO SENSE FOR OUR DENIAL THAT MAN IS MADE BY GOD. MADE BY GOD; WE ONLY ASK IN WHAT SENSE, AND WHEN, AND HOW. FOR, ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLE, THERE ARE TWO MEN, ONE OF WHOM HE CALLS SOMETIMES THE OUTER MAN, GENERALLY THE EARTHY, SOMETIMES, TOO, THE OLD MAN: THE OTHER HE CALLS THE INNER OR HEAVENLY OR NEW MAN. (1) THE QUESTION IS, WHICH OF THESE IS MADE BY GOD? FOR THERE ARE LIKEWISE TWO TIMES OF OUR NATIVITY; ONE WHEN NATURE BROUGHT US FORTH INTO THIS LIGHT, BINDING US IN THE BONDS OF FLESH; AND THE OTHER, WHEN THE TRUTH REGENERATED US ON OUR CONVERSION FROM ERROR AND OUR ENTRANCE INTO THE FAITH. IT IS THIS SECOND BIRTH OF WHICH JESUS SPEAKS IN THE GOSPEL, WHEN HE SAYS, "EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN AGAIN, HE CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF GOD."(2) NICODEMUS, NOT KNOWING WHAT CHRIST MEANT, WAS AT A LOSS, AND INQUIRED HOW THIS COULD BE, FOR AN OLD MAN COULD NOT ENTER INTO HIS MOTHER'S WOMB AND BE BORN A SECOND TIME. JESUS SAID IN REPLY, "EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN OF WATER AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, HE CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF GOD." THEN HE ADDS, "THAT WHICH IS BORN OF THE FLESH IS FLESH; AND THAT WHICH IS BORN OF THE SPIRIT IS SPIRIT." HENCE, AS THE BIRTH IN WHICH OUR BODIES ORIGINATE IS NOT THE ONLY BIRTH, BUT THERE IS ANOTHER IN WHICH WE ARE BORN AGAIN IN SPIRIT, AN IMPORTANT QUESTION ARISES FROM THIS DISTINCTION AS TO WHICH OF THOSE BIRTHS IT IS IN WHICH GOD MAKES US. THE MANNER OF BIRTH ALSO IS TWOFOLD. IN THE HUMILIATING PROCESS OF ORDINARY GENERATION, WE SPRING FROM THE HEAT OF ANIMAL PASSION; BUT WHEN WE ARE BROUGHT INTO THE FAITH, WE ARE FORMED UNDER GOOD INSTRUCTION IN HONOR AND PURITY IN JESUS CHRIST, BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. FOR THIS REASON, IN ALL RELIGION, AND ESPECIALLY IN THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, YOUNG CHILDREN ARE INVITED TO MEMBERSHIP. THIS IS HINTED AT IN THE WORDS OF HIS APOSTLE: "MY LITTLE CHILDREN, OF WHOM I TRAVAIL IN BIRTH AGAIN UNTIL CHRIST BE FORMED IN YOU."(3) THE QUESTION, THEN, IS NOT WHETHER GOD MAKES MAN, BUT WHAT MAN HE MAKES, AND WHEN, AND HOW. FOR IF IT IS WHEN WE ARE FASHIONED IN THE WOMB THAT GOD FORMS US AFTER HIS OWN IMAGE, WHICH IS THE COMMON BELIEF OF GENTILES AND JEWS, AND WHICH IS ALSO YOUR BELIEF, THEN GOD MAKES THE OLD MAN, AND PRODUCES US BY MEANS OF SENSUAL PASSION, WHICH DOES NOT SEEM SUITABLE TO HIS DIVINE NATURE. BUT IF IT IS WHEN WE ARE CONVERTED AND BROUGHT TO A BETTER LIFE THAT WE ARE FORMED BY GOD, WHICH IS THE GENERAL DOCTRINE OF CHRIST AND HIS APOSTLES, AND WHICH IS ALSO OUR DOCTRINE, IN THIS CASE GOD MAKES US NEW MEN, AND PRODUCES US IN HONOR AND PURITY, WHICH WOULD AGREE PERFECTLY WITH HIS SACRED AND ADORABLE MAJESTY. IF YOU DO NOT REJECT PAUL'S AUTHORITY, WE WILL PROVE TO YOU FROM HIM WHAT MAN GOD MAKES, AND WHEN, AND HOW. HE SAYS TO THE EPHESIANS, "THAT YE PUT OFF ACCORDING TO YOUR FORMER CONVERSATION THE OLD MAN, WHICH IS CORRUPT THROUGH DECEITFUL LUSTS; AND BE RENEWED IN THE SPIRIT OF YOUR MIND; AND PUT ON THE NEW MAN, WHICH AFTER GOD IS CREATED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HOLINESS OF TRUTH." 4 THIS SHOWS THAT IN THE CREATION OF MAN AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD, IT IS ANOTHER MAN THAT IS SPOKEN OF, AND ANOTHER BIRTH, AND ANOTHER MANNER OF BIRTH. THE PUTTING OFF AND PUTTING ON OF WHICH HE SPEAKS, POINT TO THE TIME OF THE RECEPTION OF THE TRUTH; AND THE ASSERTION THAT THE NEW MAN IS CREATED BY GOD IMPLIES THAT THE OLD MAN IS CREATED NEITHER BY GOD NOR AFTER GOD. AND WHEN HE ADDS, THAT THIS NEW MAN IS MADE IN HOLINESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUTH, HE THUS POINTS TO ANOTHER MANNER OF BIRTH OF WHICH THIS IS THE CHARACTER, AND WHICH, AS I HAVE SAID, DIFFERS WIDELY FROM THE MANNER IN WHICH BODILY GENERATION IS AFFECTED. AND AS HE DECLARES THAT ONLY THE FORMER IS OF GOD, IT FOLLOWS THAT THE LATTER IS NOT. AGAIN, WRITING TO THE COLOSSIANS, HE USES WORDS TO THE SAME EFFECT: "PUT OFF THE OLD MAN WITH HIS DEEDS, AND PUT ON THE NEW MAN, WHICH IS RENEWED IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF HIM WHO CREATED HIM IN YOU." HERE HE NOT ONLY SHOWS THAT IRIS THE NEW MAN THAT GOD MAKES, BUT HE DECLARES THE TIME AND MANNER OF THE FORMATION, FOR THE WORDS IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD POINT TO THE TIME OF BELIEVING. THEN HE ADDS, ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF HIM WHO CREATED HIM, TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THE OLD MAN IS NOT THE IMAGE OF GOD, NOR FORMED BY GOD. MOREOVER, THE FOLLOWING WORDS, "WHERE THERE IS NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE, JEW NOR GREEK, BARBARIAN NOR SCYTHIAN,'' 5 SHOW MORE PLAINLY STILL THAT THE BIRTH BY WHICH WE ARE MADE MALE AND FEMALE, GREEKS AND JEWS, SCYTHIANS AND BARBARIANS, IS NOT THE BIRTH IN WHICH GOD EFFECTS THE FORMATION OF MAN; BUT THAT THE BIRTH WITH WHICH GOD HAS TO DO IS THAT IN WHICH WE LOSE THE DIFFERENCE OF NATION AND SEX AND CONDITION, AND BECOME ONE LIKE HIM WHO IS ONE, THAT IS, CHRIST. SO, THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS AGAIN, "AS MANY AS HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED IN CHRIST HAVE PUT ON CHRIST: THERE IS NEITHER JEW NOR GREEK, THERE IS NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE, THERE IS NEITHER BOND NOR FREE; BUT ALL ARE ONE IN CHRIST." 6 MAN, THEN, IS MADE BY GOD, NOT WHEN FROM ONE HE IS DIVIDED INTO MANY, BUT WHEN FROM MANY HE BECOMES ONE. THE DIVISION IS IN THE FIRST BIRTH, OR THAT OF THE BODY; UNION COMES BY THE SECOND, WHICH IS IMMATERIAL AND DIVINE. THIS AFFORDS SUFFICIENT GROUND FOR OUR OPINION, THAT THE BIRTH OF THE BODY SHOULD BE ASCRIBED TO NATURE, AND THE SECOND BIRTH TO THE SUPERNAL MAJESTY. SO THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS AGAIN TO THE CORINTHIANS, "I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU IN CHRIST JESUS BY THE GOSPEL;"(1) AND, SPEAKING OF HIMSELF, TO THE GALATIANS, "WHEN IT PLEASED HIM, WHO SEPARATED ME FROM MY MOTHER'S WOMB, TO REVEAL HIS SON IN ME, THAT I MIGHT PREACH HIM AMONG THE GENTILES, IMMEDIATELY I CONFERRED NOT WITH FLESH AND BLOOD."(2) IT IS PLAIN THAT EVERYWHERE HE SPEAKS OF THE SECOND OR SPIRITUAL BIRTH AS THAT IN WHICH WE ARE MADE BY GOD, AS DISTINCT FROM THE INDECENCY OF THE FIRST BIRTH, IN WHICH WE ARE ON A LEVEL WITH OTHER ANIMALS AS REGARDS DIGNITY AND PURITY, AS WE ARE CONCEIVED IN THE MATERNAL WOMB, AND ARE FORMED, AND BROUGHT FORTH. YOU MAY OBSERVE THAT IN THIS MATTER THE DISPUTE BETWEEN US IS NOT SO MUCH ABOUT A QUESTION OF DOCTRINE AS OF INTERPRETATION. FOR YOU THINK THAT IT IS THE OLD OR OUTER OR EARTHY MAN THAT IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN MADE BY GOD; WHILE WE APPLY THIS TO THE HEAVENLY MAN, GIVING THE SUPERIORITY TO THE INNER OR NEW MAN. AND OUR OPINION IS NOT RASH OR GROUNDLESS, FOR WE HAVE LEARNED IT FROM CHRIST AND HIS APOSTLES, WHO ARE PROVED TO HAVE BEEN THE FIRST IN THE WORLD WHO THUS TAUGHT. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: THE APOSTLE PAUL CERTAINLY USES THE EXPRESSION THE INNER MAN FOR THE SPIRIT OF THE MIND, AND THE OUTER MAN FOR THE BODY AND FOR THIS MORTAL LIFE; BUT WE NOWHERE FIND HIM MAKING THESE TWO DIFFERENT MEN, BUT ONE, WHICH IS ALL MADE BY GOD, BOTH THE INNER AND THE OUTER. HOWEVER, IT IS MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD ONLY AS REGARDS THE INNER, WHICH, BESIDES BEING IMMATERIAL, IS RATIONAL, AND IS NOT POSSESSED BY THE LOWER ANIMALS. GOD, THEN, DID NOT MAKE ONE MAN AFTER HIS OWN IMAGE, AND ANOTHER MAN NOT AFTER THAT IMAGE; BUT THE ONE MAN, WHICH INCLUDES BOTH THE INNER AND THE OUTER, HE MADE AFTER HIS OWN IMAGE, NOT AS REGARDS THE POSSESSION OF A BODY AND OF MORTAL LIFE, BUT AS REGARDS THE RATIONAL MIND WITH THE POWER OF KNOWING GOD, AND WITH THE SUPERIORITY AS COMPARED WITH ALL IRRATIONAL CREATURES WHICH THE POSSESSION OF REASON IMPLIES. FAUSTUS ALLOWS THAT THE INNER MAN IS MADE BY GOD, WHEN, AS HE SAYS, IT IS RENEWED IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD AFTER THE IMAGE OF HIM THAT CREATED HIM. I READILY ADMIT THIS ON THE APOSTLE'S AUTHORITY. WHY DOES NOT FAUSTUS ADMIT ON THE SAME AUTHORITY THAT "GOD HAS PLACED THE MEMBERS EVERY ONE IN THE BODY, AS IT HAS PLEASED HIM"? (3) HERE WE LEARN FROM THE SAME APOSTLE THAT GOD IS THE FRAMER OF THE OUTER MAN TOO. WHY DOES FAUSTUS TAKE ONLY WHAT HE THINKS TO BE IN HIS OWN FAVOR, WHILE HE LEAVES OUT OR REJECTS WHAT UPSETS THE FOLLIES OF THE MANICHAEANS? MOREOVER, IN TREATING OF THE EARTHY AND THE HEAVENLY MAN, AND MAKING THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE MORTAL AND THE IMMORTAL, BETWEEN THAT WHICH WE ARE IN ADAM AND THAT WHICH WE SHALL BE IN CHRIST, THE APOSTLE QUOTES THE DECLARATION OF THE LAW REGARDING THE EARTHY OR NATURAL BODY, REFERRING TO THE VERY BOOK AND THE VERY PASSAGE WHERE IT IS WRITTEN THAT GOD MADE THE EARTHY MAN TOO. SPEAKING OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE DEAD SHALL RISE AGAIN, AND OF THE BODY WITH WHICH THEY SHALL COME, AFTER USING THE SIMILITUDE OF THE SEEDS OF CORN, THAT THEY ARE SOWN BARE GRAIN, AND THAT GOD GIVES THEM A BODY AS IT PLEASES HIM, AND TO EVERY SEED HIS OWN BODY,--THUS, BY THE WAY, OVERTHROWING THE ERROR OF THE MANICHAEANS, WHO SAY THAT GRAINS AND PLANTS, AND ALL ROOTS AND SHOOTS, ARE CREATED BY THE RACE OF DARKNESS, AND NOT BY GOD, WHO, ACCORDING TO THEM, INSTEAD OF EXERTING POWER IN THE PRODUCTION OF THESE OBJECTS, IS HIMSELF SUBJECT TO CONFINEMENT IN THEM,--HE GOES ON, AFTER THIS REFUTATION OF MANICHAEAN IMPIETIES, TO DESCRIBE THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF FLESH. "ALL FLESH," HE SAYS, "IS NOT THE SAME FLESH." THEN HE SPEAKS OF CELESTIAL AND TERRESTRIAL BODIES, AND THEN OF THE CHANGE OF OUR BODY BY WHICH IT WILL BECOME SPIRITUAL AND HEAVENLY. "IT IS SOWN," HE SAYS, "IN DISHONOR, IT SHALL RISE IN GLORY; IT IS SOWN IN WEAKNESS, IT SHALL RISE IN POWER; IT IS SOWN A NATURAL BODY, IT SHALL RISE A SPIRITUAL BODY." THEN, IN ORDER TO SHOW THE ORIGIN OF THE ANIMAL BODY, HE SAYS, "THERE IS A NATURAL BODY, AND THERE IS A SPIRITUAL BODY; AS IT IS WRITTEN, THE FIRST MAN, ADAM, WAS MADE A LIVING SOUL." 4 NOW THIS IS WRITTEN IN GENESIS, 5 WHERE IT IS RELATED HOW GOD MADE MAN, AND ANIMATED THE BODY WHICH HE HAD FORMED OF THE EARTH. BY THE OLD MAN THE APOSTLE SIMPLY MEANS THE OLD LIFE, WHICH IS A LIFE IN SIN, AND IS AFTER THE MANNER OF ADAM, OF WHOM IT IS SAID, "BY ONE MAN SIN ENTERED INTO THE WORLD, AND DEATH BY SIN; AND SO DEATH PASSED UPON ALL MEN [ALL WOMEN HAVE TEMPTED], IN THAT ALL HAVE SINNED." 6 THUS THE WHOLE OF THIS MAN, BOTH THE INNER AND THE OUTER PART, HAS BECOME OLD BECAUSE OF SIN, AND LIABLE TO THE PUNISHMENT OF MORTALITY. THERE IS, HOWEVER, A RESTORATION OF THE INNER MAN, WHEN IT IS RENEWED AFTER THE IMAGE OF ITS CREATOR, IN THE PUTTING OFF OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS--THAT IS, THE OLD MAN, AND PUTTING ON RIGHTEOUSNESS--THAT IS, THE NEW MAN. BUT WHEN THAT WHICH IS SOWN A NATURAL BODY SHALL RISE A SPIRITUAL BODY, THE OUTER MAN TOO SHALL ATTAIN THE DIGNITY OF A CELESTIAL CHARACTER; SO THAT ALL THAT HAS BEEN CREATED MAY BE CREATED ANEW, AND ALL THAT HAS BEEN MADE BE REMADE BY THE CREATOR AND MAKER HIMSELF. THIS IS BRIEFLY EXPLAINED IN THE WORDS: "THE BODY IS DEAD BECAUSE OF SIN; BUT THE SPIRIT IS LIFE BECAUSE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. BUT IF THE SPIRIT OF HIM WHO RAISED UP JESUS FROM THE DEAD DWELL IN YOU, HE THAT RAISED UP CHRIST FROM THE DEAD WILL ALSO QUICKEN YOUR MORTAL BODIES BY HIS SPIRIT DWELLING IN YOU."(1) NO ONE INSTRUCTED IN THE CATHOLIC DOCTRINE BUT KNOWS THAT IT IS IN THE BODY THAT SOME ARE MALE AND SOME FEMALE, NOT IN THE SPIRIT OF THE MIND, IN WHICH WE ARE RENEWED AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD. BUT ELSEWHERE THE APOSTLE TEACHES THAT GOD IS THE MAKER OF BOTH; FOR HE SAYS, "NEITHER IS THE WOMAN WITHOUT THE MAN, NOR THE MAN WITHOUT THE WOMAN, IN THE LORD; FOR AS THE WOMAN IS OF THE MAN, SO IS THE MAN BY THE WOMAN; BUT ALL THINGS ARE OF GOD."(2) THE ONLY REPLY GIVEN TO THIS, BY THE PERVERSE STUPIDITY OF THOSE WHO ARE ALIENATED FROM THE LIFE OF GOD BY THE IGNORANCE WHICH IS IN THEM, ON ACCOUNT OF THE BLINDNESS OF THEIR HEART, IS, THAT WHATEVER PLEASES THEM IN THE APOSTOLIC WRITINGS IS TRUE, AND WHATEVER DISPLEASES THEM IS FALSE. THIS IS THE INSANITY OF THE MANICHAEANS, WHO WILL BE WISE IF THEY CEASE TO BE MANICHAEANS. AS IT IS, IF THEY ARE ASKED WHETHER, IT IS HE THAT REMAKES AND RENEWS THE INNER MAN (WHICH THEY ACKNOWLEDGE TO BE RENEWED AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD, AND THEY THEMSELVES QUOTE THE PASSAGE IN SUPPORT OF THIS; AND, ACCORDING TO FAUSTUS, GOD MAKES MAN WHEN THE INNER MAN IS RENEWED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD), THEY WILL ANSWER, YES. AND IF WE THEN GO ON TO ASK WHEN GOD MADE WHAT HE NOW RENEWS, THEY MUST DEVISE SOME SUBTERFUGE TO PREVENT THE EXPOSURE OF THEIR ABSURDITIES. FOR, ACCORDING TO THEM, THE INNER MAN IS NOT FORMED OR CREATED OR ORIGINATED BY GOD, BUT IS PART OF HIS OWN SUBSTANCE SENT AGAINST HIS ENEMIES; AND INSTEAD OF BECOMING OLD BY SIN, IT IS THROUGH NECESSITY CAPTURED AND DAMAGED BY THE ENEMY. NOT TO REPEAT ALL THE NONSENSE THEY TALK, THE FIRST MAN THEY SPEAK OF IS NOT THE MAN OF THE EARTH EARTHY THAT THE APOSTLE SPEAKS OF, (3) BUT AN INVENTION PROCEEDING FROM THEIR OWN MAGAZINE OF UNTRUTHS. FAUSTUS, THOUGH HE CHOOSES MAN AS A SUBJECT FOR DISCUSSION, SAYS NOT A WORD OF THIS FIRST MAN; FOR HE IS AFRAID THAT HIS OPPONENTS IN THE DISCUSSION MIGHT COME TO KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT HIM. 
BOOK XXV.
FAUSTUS SEEKS TO BRING INTO RIDICULE THE ORTHODOX CLAIM TO BELIEVE IN THE INFINITY OF GOD BY CARICATURING THE ANTHROPOMORPHIC REPRESENTATIONS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. AUGUSTIN EXPRESSES HIS DESPAIR OF BEING ABLE TO INDUCE THE MANICHAEANS TO ADOPT RIGHT VIEWS OF THE INFINITUDE OF GOD SO LONG AS THEY CONTINUE TO REGARD THE SOUL AND GOD AS EXTENDED IN SPACE 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: IS GOD FINITE OR INFINITE? HE MUST BE FINITE UNLESS YOU ARE MISTAKEN IN ADDRESSING HIM AS THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB; UNLESS, INDEED, THE BEING THUS ADDRESSED IS DIFFERENT FROM THE GOD YOU CALL INFINITE. IN THE CASE OF THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB, THE MARK OF CIRCUMCISION, WHICH SEPARATED THESE MEN FROM FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER PEOPLE, MARKED ALSO THE LIMIT OF GOD'S POWER AS EXTENDING ONLY TO THEM. AND A BEING WHOSE POWER IS FINITE CANNOT HIMSELF BE INFINITE. MOREOVER, IN THIS ADDRESS, YOU DO NOT MENTION EVEN THE ANCIENTS BEFORE ABRAHAM, SUCH AS ENOCH, NOAH, AND SHEM, AND OTHERS LIKE THEM, WHOM YOU ALLOW TO HAVE BEEN RIGHTEOUS THOUGH IN UNCIRCUMCISION; BUT BECAUSE THEY LACKED THIS DISTINGUISHING MARK, YOU WILL NOT CALL GOD THEIR GOD, BUT ONLY OF ABRAHAM AND HIS SEED. NOW, IF GOD IS ONE AND INFINITE, WHAT NEED OF SUCH CAREFUL PARTICULARITY IN ADDRESSING HIM, AS IF IT WAS NOT ENOUGH TO NAME GOD, WITHOUT ADDING WHOSE GOD HE IS--ABRAHAM'S, NAMELY, AND ISAAC'S AND JACOB'S; AS IF ABRAHAM WERE A LANDMARK TO STEER BY IN YOUR INVOCATION, TO ESCAPE SHIPWRECK AMONG A SHOAL OF DEITIES? THE JEWS, WHO ARE CIRCUMCISED, MAY VERY PROPERLY ADDRESS THIS DEITY, AS HAVING A REASON FOR IT, BECAUSE THEY CALL GOD THE GOD OF CIRCUMCISION, IN CONTRAST TO THE GODS OF UNCIRCUMCISION. BUT WHY YOU SHOULD DO THE SAME, IT IS DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND; FOR YOU DO NOT PRETEND TO HAVE ABRAHAM'S SIGN, THOUGH YOU INVOKE HIS GOD. IF WE UNDERSTAND THE MATTER RIGHTLY, THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD SEEM TO HAVE SET MARKS UPON ONE ANOTHER FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECOGNITION, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT LOSE EACH ETHER. SO, GOD GAVE THEM THE DISGUSTING MARK OF CIRCUMCISION, THAT, IN WHATEVER LAND OR AMONG WHATEVER PEOPLE THEY MIGHT BE, THEY MIGHT BY BEING CIRCUMCISED BE KNOWN TO BE HIS. THEY AGAIN MARKED GOD BY CALLING HIM THE GOD OF THEIR FATHERS, THAT, WHEREVER HE MIGHT BE, THOUGH AMONG A CROWD OF GODS, HE MIGHT, ON HEARING THE NAME GOD OF ABRAHAM, GOD OF ISAAC, GOD OF JACOB, KNOW AT ONCE THAT HE WAS ADDRESSED. SO, WE OFTEN SEE, IN A NUMBER OF PEOPLE OF THE SAME NAME, THAT NO ONE ANSWERS TILL CALLED BY HIS SURNAME. IN THE SAME WAY THE SHEPHERD OR HERDSMAN MAKES USE OF A BRAND TO PREVENT HIS PROPERTY BEING TAKEN BY OTHERS. IN THUS MARKING GOD BY CALLING HIM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB, YOU SHOW NOT ONLY THAT HE IS FINITE, BUT ALSO THAT YOU HAVE NO CONNECTION WITH HIM, BECAUSE YOU HAVE NOT THE MARK OF CIRCUMCISION BY WHICH HE RECOGNIZES HIS OWN. THEREFORE, IF THIS IS THE GOD YOU WORSHIP, THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT OF HIS BEING FINITE. BUT IF YOU SAY THAT GOD IS INFINITE, YOU MUST FIRST OF ALL GIVE UP THIS FINITE DEITY, AND BY ALTERING YOUR INVOCATION, SHOW YOUR PENITENCE FOR YOUR PAST ERRORS. WE HAVE THUS PROVED GOD TO BE FINITE, TAKING YOU ON YOUR OWN GROUND. BUT TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE SUPREME AND TRUE GOD IS INFINITE OR NOT, WE NEED ONLY REFER TO THE OPPOSITION BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL. IF EVIL DOES NOT EXIST, THEN CERTAINLY GOD IS INFINITE; OTHERWISE HE MUST BE FINITE. EVIL, HOWEVER, UNDOUBTEDLY EXISTS; THEREFORE, GOD IS NOT INFINITE. IT IS WHERE GOOD STOPS THAT EVIL BEGINS. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: NO ONE THAT KNOWS YOU WOULD DREAM OF ASKING YOU ABOUT THE INFINITUDE OF GOD, OR OF DISCUSSING THE MATTER WITH YOU. FOR, BEFORE THERE CAN BE ANY DEGREE OF SPIRITUALITY IN ANY OF YOUR CONCEPTIONS, YOU MUST FIRST HAVE YOUR MINDS CLEARED BY SIMPLE FAITH, AND BY SOME ELEMENTARY KNOWLEDGE, FROM THE ILLUSIONS OF CARNAL AND MATERIAL IDEAS. THIS YOUR, OUR HERESY PREVENTS YOU FROM DOING, FOR IT INVARIABLY REPRESENTS THE BODY AND THE SOUL AND GOD AS EXTENDED IN SPACE, EITHER FINITE OR INFINITE, WHILE THE IDEA OF SPACE IS APPLICABLE ONLY TO THE BODY. AS LONG AS THIS IS THE CASE, IT WILL BE BETTER FOR YOU TO LEAVE THIS MATTER ALONE; FOR YOU CAN TEACH NO TRUTH REGARDING IT, ANY MORE THAN IN OTHER MATTERS; AND IN THIS YOU ARE UNFIT FOR LEARNING, AS YOU MIGHT DO IN OTHER THINGS, IF YOU WERE NOT PROUD AND QUARRELSOME. FOR IN SUCH QUESTIONS AS HOW GOD CAN BE FINITE, WHEN NO SPACE CAN CONTAIN HIM; HOW HE CAN BE INFINITE, WHEN THE SON KNOWS HIM PERFECTLY; HOW HE CAN BE FINITE, AND YET UNBOUNDED; HOW HE CAN BE INFINITE, AND YET PERFECT; HOW HE CAN BE FINITE, WHO IS WITHOUT MEASURE; HOW HE CAN BE INFINITE, WHO IS THE MEASURE OF ALL THINGS--ALL CARNAL IDEAS GO FOR NOTHING; AND IF THE CARNALITY IS TO BE REMOVED, IT MUST FIRST BECOME ASHAMED OF ITSELF. ACCORDINGLY, YOUR BEST WAY OF ENDING THE MATTER YOU HAVE BROUGHT FORWARD OF GOD AS FINITE OR INFINITE, IS TO SAY NO MORE ABOUT IT TILL YOU CEASE GOING SO FAR ASTRAY FROM CHRIST, WHO IS THE END OF THE LAW. OF THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB WE HAVE ALREADY SAID ENOUGH TO SHOW WHY HE WHO IS THE TRUE GOD OF ALL CREATURES WISHED TO BE FAMILIARLY KNOWN BY HIS PEOPLE UNDER THIS NAME. ON CIRCUMCISION, TOO, WE HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN IN SEVERAL PLACES IN ANSWER TO IGNORANT REPROACHES. THE MANICHAEANS WOULD FIND NOTHING TO RIDICULE IN THIS SIGN IF THEY WOULD VIEW IT AS APPOINTED BY GOD, TO BE AN APPROPRIATE SYMBOL OF THE PUTTING OFF OF THE FLESH. THEY OUGHT THUS TO CONSIDER THE RITE WITH A CHRISTIAN INSTEAD OF A HERETICAL MIND; AS IT IS WRITTEN, "TO THE PURE ALL THINGS ARE PURE." BUT, CONSIDERING THE TRUTH OF THE FOLLOWING WORDS, "TO THE UNCLEAN AND UNBELIEVING NOTHING IS PURE, BUT EVEN THEIR MIND AND CONSCIENCE ARE DEFILED,"(1) WE MUST REMIND OUR WITTY OPPONENTS, THAT IF CIRCUMCISION IS INDECENT, AS THEY SAY IT IS, THEY SHOULD RATHER WEEP THAN LAUGH AT IT; FOR THEIR GOD IS EXPOSED TO RESTRAINT AND CONTAMINATION IN CONJUNCTION BOTH WITH THE SKIN WHICH IS CUT AND WITH THE BLOOD WHICH IS SHED. 
BOOK XXVI.
FAUSTUS INSISTS THAT JESUS MIGHT HAVE DIED THOUGH NOT BORN, BY THE EXERCISE OF DIVINE POWER, YET HE REJECTS BIRTH AND DEATH ALIKE. AUGUSTIN MAINTAINS THAT THERE ARE SOME THINGS THAT EVEN GOD CANNOT DO, ONE OF WHICH IS TO DIE. HE REFUTES THE DOCETISM OF THE MANICHAEANS 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: YOU ASK, IF JESUS WAS NOT BORN, HOW DID HE DIE? WELL THIS IS A PROBABILITY, SUCH AS ONE MAKES USE OF IN WANT OF PROOFS. WE WILL, HOWEVER, ANSWER THE QUESTION BY EXAMPLES TAKEN FROM WHAT YOU GENERALLY BELIEVE. IF THEY ARE TRUE, THEY WILL PROVE OUR CASE; IF THEY ARE FALSE, THEY WILL HELP YOU NO MORE THAN THEY WILL US. YOU SAY THEN, 
HOW COULD JESUS DIE, IF HE WERE NOT MAN? IN RETURN, I ASK YOU, HOW DID ELIAS NOT DIE, THOUGH HE WAS A MAN? COULD A MORTAL ENCROACH UPON THE LIMITS OF IMMORTALITY, AND COULD NOT CHRIST ADD TO HIS IMMORTALITY WHATEVER EXPERIENCE OF DEATH WAS REQUIRED? IF ELIAS, CONTRARY TO NATURE, LIVES FOR EVER, WHY NOT ALLOW THAT JESUS, WITH NO GREATER CONTRARIETY TO NATURE, COULD REMAIN IN DEATH FOR THREE DAYS? BESIDES THAT, IT IS NOT ONLY ELIAS, BUT MOSES AND ENOCH YOU BELIEVE TO BE IMMORTAL, AND TO HAVE BEEN TAKEN UP WITH THEIR BODIES TO HEAVEN. ACCORDINGLY, IF IT IS A GOOD ARGUMENT THAT JESUS WAS A MAN BECAUSE HE DIED, IT IS AN EQUALLY GOOD ARGUMENT THAT ELIAS WAS NOT A MAN BECAUSE HE DID NOT DIE. BUT AS IT IS FALSE THAT ELIAS WAS NOT A MAN, NOTWITHSTANDING HIS SUPPOSED IMMORTALITY, SO IT IS FALSE THAT JESUS WAS A MAN, THOUGH HE IS CONSIDERED TO HAVE DIED. THE TRUTH IS, IF YOU WILL BELIEVE IT, THAT THE HEBREWS WERE IN A MISTAKE REGARDING BOTH THE DEATH OF JESUS AND THE IMMORTALITY OF ELIAS. FOR IT IS EQUALLY UNTRUE THAT JESUS DIED AND THAT ELIAS DID NOT DIE. BUT YOU BELIEVE WHATEVER YOU PLEASE; AND FOR THE REST, YOU APPEAL TO NATURE. AND, ALLOWING THIS APPEAL, NATURE IS AGAINST BOTH THE DEATH OF THE IMMORTAL AND THE IMMORTALITY OF THE MORTAL. AND IF WE REFER TO THE POWER OF EFFECTING THEIR PURPOSE AS POSSESSED BY GOD AND BY MAN, IT SEEMS MORE POSSIBLE FOR JESUS TO DIE THAN FOR ELIAS NOT TO DIE; FOR THE POWER OF JESUS IS GREATER THAN THAT OF ELIAS. BUT IF YOU EXALT THE WEAKER TO HEAVEN, THOUGH NATURE IS AGAINST IT, AND, FORGETTING HIS CONDITION AS A MORTAL, ENDOW HIM WITH ETERNAL FELICITY, WHY SHOULD I NOT ADMIT THAT JESUS COULD DIE IF HE PLEASED, EVEN THOUGH I WERE TO GRANT HIS DEATH TO HAVE BEEN REAL, AND NOT A MERE SEMBLANCE? FOR, AS FROM THE OUTSET OF HIS TAKING THE LIKENESS OF MAN HE UNDERWENT IN APPEARANCE ALL THE EXPERIENCES OF HUMANITY, IT WAS QUITE CONSISTENT THAT HE SHOULD COMPLETE THE SYSTEM BY APPEARING TO DIE. 
2. MOREOVER, IT IS TO BE REMEMBERED THAT THIS REFERENCE TO WHAT NATURE GRANTS AS POSSIBLE, SHOULD BE MADE IN CONNECTION WITH ALL THE HISTORY OF JESUS, AND NOT ONLY WITH HIS DEATH. ACCORDING TO NATURE, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT A MAN BLIND FROM HIS BIRTH SHOULD SEE THE LIGHT; AND YET JESUS APPEARS TO HAVE PERFORMED A MIRACLE OF THIS KIND, SO THAT THE JEWS THEMSELVES EXCLAIMED THAT FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD IT WAS NOT SEEN THAT ONE OPENED THE EYES OF A MAN BORN BLIND. (1) SO ALSO HEALING A WITHERED HAND, GIVING THE POWER OF UTTERANCE AND EXPRESSION TO THOSE BORN DUMB, RESTORING ANIMATION TO THE DEAD, WITH THE RECOVERY OF THEIR BODILY FRAME AFTER DISSOLUTION HAD BEGUN, PRODUCE A FEELING OF AMAZEMENT, AND MUST SEEM UTTERLY INCREDIBLE IN VIEW OF WHAT IS NATURALLY POSSIBLE AND IMPOSSIBLE. AND YET, AS CHRISTIANS, WE BELIEVE ALL THE THINGS TO HAVE BEEN DONE BY THE SAME PERSON; FOR WE REGARD NOT THE LAW OF NATURE, BUT THE POWERFUL OPERATION OF GOD. THERE IS A STORY, TOO, OF JESUS HAVING BEEN CAST FROM THE BROW OF A HILL, AND HAVING ESCAPED UNHURT. IF, THEN, WHEN THROWN DOWN FROM A HEIGHT HE DID NOT DIE, SIMPLY BECAUSE HE CHOSE NOT TO DIE, WHY SHOULD HE NOT HAVE HAD THE POWER TO DIE WHEN HE PLEASED? WE TAKE THIS WAY OF ANSWERING YOU BECAUSE YOU HAVE A FANCY FOR DISCUSSION, AND AFFECT TO USE LOGICAL WEAPONS NOT PROPERLY BELONGING TO YOU. AS REGARDS OUR OWN BELIEF, IT IS NO MORE-TRUE THAT JESUS DIED THAN THAT ELIAS IS IMMORTAL. 
3. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: AS TO ENOCH AND ELIAS AND MOSES, OUR BELIEF IS DETERMINED NOT BY FAUSTUS' SUPPOSITIONS, BUT BY THE DECLARATIONS OF SCRIPTURE, RESTING AS THEY DO ON FOUNDATIONS OF THE STRONGEST AND SUREST EVIDENCE. PEOPLE IN ERROR, AS YOU ARE, ARE UNFIT TO DECIDE WHAT IS NATURAL, AND WHAT CONTRARY TO NATURE. WE ADMIT THAT WHAT IS CONTRARY TO THE ORDINARY COURSE OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE IS COMMONLY SPOKEN OF AS CONTRARY TO NATURE. THUS, THE APOSTLE USES THE WORDS, "IF THOU ART CUT OUT OF THE WILD OLIVE, AND ENGRAFTED CONTRARY TO NATURE IN THE GOOD OLIVE."(2) CONTRARY TO NATURE IS HERE USED IN THE SENSE OF CONTRARY TO HUMAN EXPERIENCE OF THE COURSE OF NATURE; AS THAT A WILD OLIVE ENGRAFTED IN A GOOD OLIVE SHOULD BRING FORTH THE FATNESS OF THE OLIVE INSTEAD OF WILD BERRIES. BUT GOD, THE AUTHOR AND CREATOR OF ALL NATURES, DOES NOTHING CONTRARY TO NATURE; FOR WHATEVER IS DONE BY HIM WHO APPOINTS ALL-NATURAL ORDER AND MEASURE AND PROPORTION MUST BE NATURAL IN EVERY CASE. AND MAN, HIMSELF ACTS CONTRARY TO NATURE ONLY WHEN HE SINS; AND THEN BY PUNISHMENT HE IS BROUGHT BACK TO NATURE AGAIN. THE NATURAL ORDER OF JUSTICE REQUIRES EITHER THAT SIN SHOULD NOT BE COMMITTED OR THAT IT SHOULD NOT GO UNPUNISHED. IN EITHER CASE, THE NATURAL ORDER IS PRESERVED, IF NOT BY THE SOUL, AT LEAST BY GOD. FOR SIN PAINS THE CONSCIENCE, AND BRINGS GRIEF ON THE MIND OF THE SINNER, BY THE LOSS OF THE LIGHT OF JUSTICE, EVEN SHOULD NO PHYSICAL SUFFERINGS FOLLOW, WHICH ARE INFLICTED FOR CORRECTION, OR ARE RESERVED FOR THE INCORRIGIBLE. THERE IS, HOWEVER, NO IMPROPRIETY IN SAYING THAT GOD DOES A THING CONTRARY TO NATURE, WHEN IT IS CONTRARY TO WHAT WE KNOW OF NATURE. FOR WE GIVE THE NAME NATURE TO THE USUAL COMMON COURSE OF NATURE; AND WHATEVER GOD DOES CONTRARY TO THIS, WE CALL A PRODIGY, OR A MIRACLE. BUT AGAINST THE SUPREME LAW OF NATURE, WHICH IS BEYOND THE KNOWLEDGE BOTH OF THE UNGODLY AND OF WEAK BELIEVERS, GOD NEVER ACTS, ANY MORE THAN HE ACTS AGAINST HIMSELF. AS REGARDS SPIRITUAL AND RATIONAL BEINGS, TO WHICH CLASS THE HUMAN SOUL BELONGS, THE MORE THEY PARTAKE OF THIS UNCHANGEABLE LAW AND LIGHT, THE MORE, CLEARLY, THEY SEE WHAT IS POSSIBLE, AND WHAT IMPOSSIBLE; AND AGAIN, THE GREATER THEIR DISTANCE FROM IT, THE LESS THEIR PERCEPTION OF THE FUTURE, AND THE MORE FREQUENT THEIR SURPRISE AT STRANGE OCCURRENCES. 
4. THUS OF WHAT HAPPENED TO ELIAS WE ARE IGNORANT; BUT STILL WE BELIEVE THE TRUTHFUL DECLARATIONS OF SCRIPTURE REGARDING HIM. OF ONE THING WE ARE CERTAIN, THAT WHAT GOD WILLED HAPPENED, AND THAT EXCEPT BY GOD S WILL NOTHING CAN HAPPEN TO ANY ONE. SO, IF I AM TOLD THAT IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE FLESH OF A CERTAIN MAN SHALL BE CHANGED INTO A CELESTIAL BODY, I ALLOW THE POSSIBILITY, BUT I CANNOT TELL WHETHER IT WILL BE DONE; AND THE REASON OF MY IGNORANCE IS, THAT I AM NOT ACQUAINTED WITH THE WILL OF GOD IN THE MATTER. THAT IT WILL BE DONE IF IT IS GOD'S WILL, IS PERFECTLY CLEAR AND INDUBITABLE. AGAIN, IF I AM TOLD THAT SOMETHING WOULD HAPPEN IF GOD DID NOT PREVENT IT FROM HAPPENING, I REPLY CONFIDENTLY THAT WHAT IS TO HAPPEN IS THE ACTION OF GOD, NOT THE EVENT WHICH MIGHT OTHERWISE HAVE HAPPENED. FOR GOD KNOWS HIS OWN FUTURE ACTION, AND THEREFORE HE KNOWS ALSO THE EFFECT OF THAT ACTION IN PREVENTING THE HAPPENING OF WHAT WOULD OTHERWISE HAVE HAPPENED; AND, BEYOND ALL QUESTION, WHAT GOD KNOWS IS MORE CERTAIN THAN WHAT MAN THINKS. HENCE IT IS AS IMPOSSIBLE FOR WHAT IS FUTURE NOT TO HAPPEN, AS FOR WHAT IS PAST NOT TO HAVE HAPPENED; FOR IT CAN NEVER BE GOD'S WILL THAT ANYTHING SHOULD, IN THE SAME SENSE, BE BOTH TRUE AND FALSE. THEREFORE, ALL THAT IS PROPERLY FUTURE CANNOT BUT HAPPEN; WHAT DOES NOT HAPPEN NEVER WAS FUTURE; EVEN AS ALL THINGS WHICH ARE PROPERLY IN THE PAST DID INDUBITABLY TAKE PLACE. 
5. ACCORDINGLY, TO SAY, IF GOD IS ALMIGHTY, LET HIM MAKE WHAT HAS BEEN DONE TO BE UNDONE, IS IN FACT TO SAY, IF GOD IS ALMIGHTY, LET HIM MAKE A THING TO BE IN THE SAME SENSE BOTH TRUE AND FALSE. GOD CAN PUT AN END TO THE EXISTENCE OF ANYTHING, WHEN THE THING TO BE PUT AN END TO HAS A PRESENT EXISTENCE; AS WHEN HE PUTS AN END BY DEATH TO THE EXISTENCE OF ANY ONE WHO HAS BEEN BROUGHT INTO EXISTENCE IN BIRTH; FOR IN THIS CASE THERE IS AN ACTUAL EXISTENCE WHICH MAY BE PUT A STOP TO. BUT WHEN A THING DOES NOT EXIST, THE EXISTENCE CANNOT BE PUT A STOP TO. NOW, WHAT IS PAST NO LONGER EXISTS AND WHATEVER HAS AN EXISTENCE WHICH CAN BE PUT AN END TO CANNOT BE PAST. WHAT IS TRULY PAST IS NO LONGER PRESENT; AND THE TRUTH OF ITS PAST EXISTENCE IS IN OUR JUDGMENT, NOT IN THE THING ITSELF WHICH NO LONGER EXISTS. THE PROPOSITION ASSERTING ANYTHING TO BE PAST IS TRUE WHEN THE THING NO LONGER EXISTS. GOD CANNOT MAKE SUCH A PROPOSITION FALSE, BECAUSE HE CANNOT CONTRADICT THE TRUTH. THE TRUTH IN THIS CASE, OR THE TRUE JUDGMENT, IS FIRST OF ALL IN OUR OWN MIND, WHEN WE KNOW AND GIVE EXPRESSION TO IT. BUT SHOULD IT DISAPPEAR FROM OUR MINDS BY OUR FORGETTING IT, IT WOULD STILL REMAIN AS TRUTH. IT WILL ALWAYS BE TRUE THAT THE PAST THING WHICH IS NO LONGER PRESENT HAD AN EXISTENCE; AND THE TRUTH OF ITS PAST EXISTENCE AFTER IT HAS STOPPED IS THE SAME AS THE TRUTH OF ITS FUTURE EXISTENCE BEFORE IT BEGAN TO BE. THIS TRUTH CANNOT BE CONTRADICTED BY GOD, IN WHOM ABIDES THE SUPREME AND UNCHANGEABLE TRUTH, AND WHOSE ILLUMINATION IS THE SOURCE OF ALL THE TRUTH TO BE FOUND IN ANY MIND OR UNDERSTANDING. NOW GOD IS NOT OMNIPOTENT IN THE SENSE OF BEING ABLE TO DIE; NOR DOES THIS INABILITY PREVENT HIS BEING OMNIPOTENT. TRUE OMNIPOTENCE BELONGS TO HIM WHO TRULY EXISTS, AND WHO ALONE IS THE SOURCE OF ALL EXISTENCE, BOTH SPIRITUAL AND CORPOREAL. THE CREATOR MAKES WHAT USE HE PLEASES OF ALL HIS CREATURES; AND HIS PLEASURE IS IN HARMONY WITH TRUE AND UNCHANGEABLE JUSTICE, BY WHICH, AS BY HIS OWN NATURE, HE, HIMSELF UNCHANGEABLE, BRINGS TO PASS THE CHANGES OF ALL CHANGEABLE THINGS ACCORDING TO THE DESERT OF THEIR NATURES OR OF THEIR ACTIONS. NO ONE, THEREFORE, WOULD BE SO FOOLISH AS TO DENY THAT ELIAS BEING A CREATURE OF GOD COULD BE CHANGED EITHER FOR THE WORSE OR FOR THE BETTER; OR THAT BY THE WILL OF THE OMNIPOTENT GOD HE COULD BE CHANGED IN A MANNER UNUSUAL AMONG MEN. SO, WE CAN HAVE NO REASON FOR DOUBTING WHAT ON THE HIGH AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE IS RELATED OF HIM, UNLESS WE LIMIT THE POWER OF GOD TO THINGS WHICH WE ARE FAMILIAR WITH. 
6. FAUSTUS' ARGUMENT IS, IF ELIAS WHO WAS A MAN COULD ESCAPE DEATH, WHY MIGHT NOT CHRIST HAVE THE POWER OF DYING, SINCE HE WAS MORE THAN MAN? THIS IS THE SAME AS TO SAY, IF HUMAN NATURE CAN BE CHANGED FOR THE BETTER, WHY SHOULD NOT THE DIVINE NATURE BE CHANGED FOR THE WORSE? A WEAK ARGUMENT, SEEING THAT HUMAN NATURE IS CHANGEABLE, WHILE THE DIVINE NATURE IS NOT. SUCH A METHOD OF INFERENCE WOULD LEAD TO THE GLARING ABSURDITY, THAT IF GOD CAN BESTOW ETERNAL GLORY ON MAN, HE MUST ALSO HAVE THE POWER OF CONSIGNING HIMSELF TO ETERNAL MISERY. FAUSTUS WILL REPLY THAT HIS ARGUMENT REFERS ONLY TO THREE DAYS OF DEATH FOR GOD, AS COMPARED WITH ETERNAL LIFE FOR MAN. WELL, IF YOU UNDERSTOOD THE THREE DAYS OF DEATH IN THE SENSE OF THE DEATH OF THE FLESH WHICH GOD TOOK AS A PART OF OUR MORTAL NATURE, YOU WOULD BE QUITE CORRECT; FOR THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL MAKES KNOWN THAT THE DEATH OF CHRIST FOR THREE DAYS WAS FOR THE ETERNAL LIFE OF MEN. BUT IN ARGUING THAT THERE IS NO IMPROPRIETY IN ASSERTING A DEATH OF THREE DAYS OF THE DIVINE NATURE ITSELF, WITHOUT ANY ASSUMPTION OF MORTALITY, BECAUSE HUMAN NATURE CAN BE ENDOWED WITH IMMORTALITY, YOU DISPLAY THE FOLLY OF ONE WHO KNOWS NEITHER GOD NOR THE GIFTS OF GOD. AND INDEED, SINCE YOU MAKE PART OF YOUR GOD TO BE FASTENED TO THE MASS OF DARKNESS FOR EVER, HOW CAN YOU ESCAPE THE ABSURD CONCLUSION ALREADY MENTIONED, THAT GOD CONSIGNS HIMSELF TO ETERNAL MISERY? YOU WILL THEN REQUIRE TO PROVE THAT PART OF LIGHT IS LIGHT, WHILE PART OF GOD IS NOT GOD. TO GIVE YOU IN A WORD, WITHOUT ARGUMENT, THE TRUE REASON OF OUR FAITH, AS REGARDS ELIAS HAVING BEEN CAUGHT UP TO HEAVEN FROM THE EARTH, THOUGH ONLY A MAN, AND AS REGARDS CHRIST BEING TRULY BORN OF A VIRGIN, AND TRULY DYING ON THE CROSS, OUR BELIEF IN BOTH CASES IS GROUNDED ON THE DECLARATION OF HOLY SCRIPTURE,(1) WHICH IT IS PIETY TO BELIEVE, AND IMPIETY TO DISBELIEVE. WHAT IS SAID OF ELIAS YOU PRETEND TO DENY, FOR YOU WILL PRETEND ANYTHING. REGARDING CHRIST, ALTHOUGH EVEN YOU DO NOT GO THE LENGTH OF SAYING THAT HE COULD NOT DIE, THOUGH HE COULD BE BORN, STILL YOU DENY HIS BIRTH FROM A VIRGIN, AND ASSERT HIS DEATH ON THE CROSS TO HAVE BEEN FEIGNED, WHICH IS EQUIVALENT TO DENYING IT TOO, EXCEPT AS A MOCKERY FOR THE DELUSION OF MEN; AND YOU ALLOW SO MUCH MERELY TO OBTAIN INDULGENCE FOR YOUR OWN FALSEHOODS FROM THE BELIEVERS IN THESE FICTIONS. 
7. THE QUESTION WHICH FAUSTUS MAKES IT APPEAR THAT HE IS ASKED BY A CATHOLIC, IF JESUS WAS NOT BORN, HOW COULD HE DIE? COULD BE ASKED ONLY BY ONE WHO OVERLOOKED THE FACT THAT ADAM DIED, THOUGH HE WAS NOT BORN. WHO WILL VENTURE TO SAY THAT THE SON OF GOD COULD NOT, IF HE HAD PLEASED, HAVE MADE FOR HIMSELF A TRUE HUMAN BODY IN THE SAME WAY AS HE DID FOR ADAM; FOR ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM? (2) OR WHO WILL DENY THAT HE WHO IS THE ALMIGHTY SON OF THE ALMIGHTY COULD, IF HE HAD CHOSEN, HAVE TAKEN A BODY FROM A HEAVENLY SUBSTANCE, OR FROM AIR OR VAPOR, AND HAVE SO CHANGED IT INTO THE PRECISE CHARACTER OF A HUMAN BODY, AS THAT HE MIGHT HAVE LIVED AS A MAN, AND HAVE DIED IN IT? OR, ONCE MORE, IF HE HAD CHOSEN TO TAKE A BODY OF NONE OF THE MATERIAL SUBSTANCES WHICH HE HAD MADE, BUT TO CREATE FOR HIMSELF FROM NOTHING REAL FLESH, AS ALL THINGS WERE CREATED BY HIM FROM NOTHING, NONE OF US WILL OPPOSE THIS BY SAYING THAT HE COULD NOT HAVE DONE IT. THE REASON OF OUR BELIEVING HIM TO HAVE BEEN BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY, IS NOT THAT HE COULD NOT OTHERWISE HAVE APPEARED AMONG MEN IN A TRUE BODY, BUT BECAUSE IT IS SO WRITTEN IN THE SCRIPTURE, WHICH WE MUST BELIEVE IN ORDER TO BE CHRISTIANS, OR TO BE SAVED. WE BELIEVE, THEN, THAT CHRIST WAS BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY, BECAUSE IT IS SO WRITTEN IN THE GOSPEL; WE BELIEVE THAT HE DIED ON THE CROSS, BECAUSE IT IS SO WRITTEN IN THE GOSPEL; WE BELIEVE THAT BOTH HIS BIRTH AND DEATH WERE REAL, BECAUSE THE GOSPEL IS NO FICTION. WHY HE CHOSE TO SUFFER ALL THESE THINGS IN A BODY TAKEN FROM A WOMAN IS A MATTER KNOWN ONLY TO HIMSELF. PERHAPS HE TOOK THIS WAY OF GIVING IMPORTANCE AND HONOR TO BOTH THE SEXES WHICH HE HAD CREATED, TAKING THE FORM OF A MAN, AND BEING BORN OF A WOMAN; OR THERE MAY HAVE BEEN SOME OTHER REASON, WE CANNOT TELL. BUT THIS MAY BE CONFIDENTLY AFFIRMED, THAT WHAT TOOK PLACE WAS EXACTLY AS WE ARE TOLD IN THE GOSPEL NARRATIVE, AND THAT WHAT THE WISDOM OF GOD DETERMINED UPON WAS EXACTLY WHAT OUGHT TO HAVE HAPPENED. WE PLACE THE AUTHORITY OF THE GOSPEL ABOVE ALL HERETICAL DISCUSSIONS; AND WE ADMIRE THE COUNSEL OF DIVINE WISDOM MORE THAN ANY COUNSEL OF ANY CREATURE. 
8. FAUSTUS CALLS UPON US TO BELIEVE HIM, AND SAYS, THE TRUTH IS, IF YOU WILL BELIEVE IT, THAT THE HEBREWS WERE IN A MISTAKE REGARDING BOTH THE DEATH OF JESUS AND THE IMMORTALITY OF ELIAS. AND A LITTLE AFTER HE ADDS, AS FROM THE OUTSET OF HIS TAKING THE LIKENESS OF MAN HE UNDERWENT IN APPEARANCE ALL THE EXPERIENCES OF HUMANITY, IT WAS QUITE CONSISTENT THAT HE SHOULD SEAL THE DISPENSATION BY APPEARING TO DIE. HOW CAN THIS INFAMOUS LIAR, WHO DECLARES THAT CHRIST FEIGNED DEATH, EXPECT TO BE BELIEVED? DID CHRIST UTTER FALSEHOOD WHEN HE SAID, "IT BEHOOVES THE SON OF MAN TO BE KILLED, AND TO RISE THE THIRD DAY?"(3) AND DO YOU TELL US TO BELIEVE WHAT YOU SAY, AS IF YOU UTTER NO FALSEHOODS? IN THAT CASE, PETER WAS MORE TRUTHFUL THAN CHRIST WHEN HE SAID TO HIM, "BE IT FAR FROM THEE, LORD; THIS SHALL NOT BE UNTO THEE;" FOR WHICH IT WAS SAID TO HIM, "GET THEE BEHIND ME, SATAN."(4) THIS REBUKE WAS NOT LOST UPON PETER, FOR, AFTER HIS CORRECTION AND FULL PREPARATION, HE PREACHED EVEN TO HIS OWN DEATH THE TRUTH OF THE DEATH OF CHRIST. BUT IF PETER DESERVED TO BE CALLED SATAN FOR THINKING THAT CHRIST WOULD NOT DIE, WHAT SHOULD YOU BE CALLED, WHEN YOU NOT ONLY DENY THAT CHRIST DIED, BUT ASSERT THAT HE REIGNED DEATH? YOU GIVE, AS A REASON FOR CHRIST'S APPEARING TO DIE, THAT HE UNDERWENT IN APPEARANCE ALL THE EXPERIENCES OF HUMANITY. BUT THAT HE REIGNED ALL THE EXPERIENCES OF HUMANITY IS ONLY YOUR OPINION IN OPPOSITION TO THE GOSPEL. IN REALITY, WHEN THE EVANGELIST SAYS THAT JESUS SLEPT,(1) THAT HE WAS HUNGRY,(2) THAT HE WAS THIRSTY,(3) THAT HE WAS SORROWFUL,(4) OR GLAD, AND SO ON,--THESE THINGS ARE ALL TRUE IN THE SENSE OF NOT BEING FEIGNED, BUT ACTUAL EXPERIENCES; ONLY THAT THEY WERE UNDERGONE, NOT FROM A MERE NATURAL NECESSITY, BUT IN THE EXERCISE OF A CONTROLLING WILL, AND OF DIVINE POWER. IN THE CASE OF A MAN, ANGER, SORROW, SLEEPING, BEING HUNGRY AND THIRST, ARE OFTEN INVOLUNTARY; IN CHRIST THEY WERE ACTS OF HIS OWN WILL. SO, ALSO MEN ARE BORN WITHOUT ANY ACT OF THEIR OWN WILL, AND SUFFER AGAINST THEIR WILL; WHILE CHRIST WAS BORN AND SUFFERED BY HIS OWN WILL. STILL, THE THINGS ARE TRUE; AND THE ACCURATE NARRATIVE OF THEM IS INTENDED TO INSTRUCT WHOEVER BELIEVES IN CHRIST'S GOSPEL IN THE TRUTH, NOT TO DELUDE HIM WITH FALSEHOODS. 
BOOK XXVII.
FAUSTUS WARNS AGAINST PRESSING TOO FAR THE ARGUMENT, THAT IF JESUS WAS NOT BORN, HE CANNOT HAVE SUFFERED. AUGUSTIN ACCEPTS THE BIRTH AND DEATH ALIKE ON THE TESTIMONY OF THE GOSPEL NARRATIVE, WHICH IS HIGHER AUTHORITY THAN THE FALSEHOOD OF MANICHAEUS 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: IF JESUS WAS NOT BORN, HE CANNOT HAVE SUFFERED; BUT SINCE HE DID SUFFER, HE MUST HAVE BEEN BORN. I ADVISE YOU NOT TO HAVE RECOURSE TO LOGICAL INFERENCE IN THESE MATTERS, OR ELSE YOUR WHOLE FAITH WILL BE SHAKEN. FOR, EVEN ACCORDING TO YOU, JESUS WAS BORN MIRACULOUSLY OF A VIRGIN; WHICH THE ARGUMENT FROM CONSEQUENTS TO ANTECEDENTS SHOWS TO BE FALSE. FOR YOUR ARGUMENT MIGHT THUS BE TURNED AGAINST YOU: IF JESUS WAS BORN OF A WOMAN, HE MUST HAVE BEEN BEGOTTEN BY A MAN; BUT HE WAS NOT BEGOTTEN BY A MAN, THEREFORE HE WAS NOT BORN OF A WOMAN. IF, AS YOU BELIEVE, HE COULD BE BORN WITHOUT BEING BEGOTTEN, WHY COULD HE NOT ALSO SUFFER WITHOUT BEING BROUGHT FORTH? 
2. AGUSTIN REPLIED: THE ARGUMENT WHICH YOU HERE REPLY TO IS ONE WHICH COULD BE USED ONLY BY SUCH IGNORANT PEOPLE AS YOU SUCCEED IN MISLEADING, NOT BY THOSE WHO KNOW ENOUGH TO REFUTE YOU. JESUS COULD BOTH BE BORN WITHOUT BEING BEGOTTEN AND SUFFER WITHOUT BEING BROUGHT FORTH. HIS BEING ONE AND NOT THE OTHER WAS THE EFFECT OF HIS OWN WILL. HE CHOSE TO BE BORN WITHOUT BEING BEGOTTEN, AND NOT TO SUFFER WITHOUT BEING BROUGHT FORTH. AND IF YOU ASK HOW I KNOW THAT HE WAS BROUGHT FORTH, AND THAT HE SUFFERED, I READ THIS IN THE FAITHFUL GOSPEL NARRATIVE. IF I ASK HOW YOU KNOW WHAT YOU STATE, YOU BRING FORWARD THE AUTHORITY OF MANICHAEUS, AND CHARGE THE GOSPEL WITH FALSEHOOD. EVEN IF MANICHAEUS DID NOT SET FORTH FALSEHOOD AS AN EXCELLENCE IN CHRIST, I SHOULD NOT BELIEVE HIS STATEMENTS. HIS PRAISE OF FALSEHOOD COMES FROM NOTHING THAT HE FOUND IN CHRIST, BUT FROM HIS OWN MORAL CHARACTER. 
BOOK XXVIII.
FAUSTUS RECURS TO THE GENEALOGY AND INSISTS UPON EXAMINING IT AS REGARDS ITS CONSISTENCY WITH ITSELF. AUGUSTIN TAKES HIS STAND ON SCRIPTURE AUTHORITY AND MAINTAINS THAT MATTHEW"S STATEMENTS AS TO THE BIRTH OF CHRIST MUST BE ACCEPTED AS FINAL 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: CHRIST, YOU SAY, COULD NOT HAVE DIED, HAD HE NOT BEEN BORN. I REPLY, IF HE WAS BORN, HE CANNOT HAVE BEEN GOD; OR IF HE COULD BOTH BE GOD AND BE BORN, WHY COULD HE NOT BOTH BE BORN AND DIE? PLAINLY, ARGUMENTS AND NECESSARY CONSEQUENCES ARE NOT APPLICABLE TO THOSE MATTERS, WHERE THE QUESTION IS OF THE ACCOUNT TO BE GIVEN OF JESUS. THE ANSWER MUST BE OBTAINED FROM HIS OWN STATEMENTS, OR FROM THE STATEMENTS OF HIS APOSTLES REGARDING HIM. THE GENEALOGY MUST BE EXAMINED AS REGARDS ITS CONSISTENCY WITH ITSELF, INSTEAD OF ARGUING FROM THE SUPPOSITION OF CHRIST'S DEATH TO THE FACT OF HIS BIRTH; FOR HE MIGHT HAVE SUFFERED WITHOUT HAVING BEEN BORN, OR HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN BORN, AND YET NEVER HAVE SUFFERED; FOR YOU YOURSELVES ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WITH GOD NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE, WHICH IS INCONSISTENT WITH THE DENIAL THAT CHRIST COULD HAVE SUFFERED WITHOUT HAVING BEEN BORN. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: YOU ARE ALWAYS ANSWERING ARGUMENTS WHICH NO ONE USES, INSTEAD OF OUR REAL ARGUMENTS, WHICH YOU CANNOT ANSWER. NO ONE SAYS THAT CHRIST COULD NOT DIE IF HE HAD NOT BEEN BORN; FOR ADAM DIED THOUGH HE HAD NOT BEEN BORN. WHAT WE SAY IS, CHRIST WAS BORN, BECAUSE THIS IS SAID NOT BY THIS OR THAT HERETIC, BUT IN THE HOLY GOSPEL; AND HE DIED, FOR THIS TOO IS WRITTEN, NOT IN SOME HERETICAL PRODUCTION, BUT IN THE HOLY GOSPEL. YOU SET ASIDE ARGUMENT ON THE QUESTION OF THE TRUE ACCOUNT TO BE GIVEN OF JESUS, AND REFER TO WHAT HE SAYS OF HIMSELF, AND WHAT HIS APOSTLES SAY OF HIM; AND YET, WHEN I BEGIN TO QUOTE THE GOSPEL OF HIS APOSTLE MATTHEW, WHERE WE HAVE THE WHOLE NARRATIVE OF CHRIST'S BIRTH, YOU FORTHWITH DENY THAT MATTHEW WROTE THE NARRATIVE, THOUGH THIS IS AFFIRMED BY THE CONTINUOUS TESTIMONY OF THE WHOLE CHURCH, FROM THE DAYS OF APOSTOLIC PRESIDENCY TO THE BISHOPS OF OUR OWN TIME. WHAT AUTHORITY WILL YOU QUOTE AGAINST THIS? PERHAPS SOME BOOK OF MANICHAEUS, WHERE IT IS DENIED THAT JESUS WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN. AS, THEN, I BELIEVE YOUR BOOK TO BE THE PRODUCTION OF MANICHAEUS, SINCE IT HAS BEEN KEPT AND HANDED DOWN AMONG THE DISCIPLES OF MANICHAEUS, FROM THE TIME WHEN HE LIVED TO THE PRESENT TIME, BY A REGULAR SUCCESSION OF YOUR PRESIDENTS, SO I ASK YOU TO BELIEVE THE BOOK WHICH I QUOTE TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY MATTHEW, SINCE IT HAS BEEN HANDED DOWN FROM THE DAYS OF MATTHEW IN THE CHURCH, WITHOUT ANY BREAK IN THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THAT TIME AND THE PRESENT. THE QUESTION THEN IS, WHETHER WE ARE TO BELIEVE THE STATEMENTS OF AN APOSTLE WHO WAS IN THE COMPANY OF CHRIST WHILE HE WAS ON EARTH, OR OF A MAN AWAY IN PERSIA, BORN LONG AFTER CHRIST. BUT PERHAPS YOU WILL QUOTE SOME OTHER BOOK BEARING THE NAME OF AN APOSTLE KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN CHOSEN BY CHRIST; AND YOU WILL FIND THERE THAT CHRIST WAS NOT BORN OF MARY. SINCE, THEN, ONE OF THE BOOKS MUST BE FALSE, THE QUESTION IN THIS CASE IS, WHETHER WE ARE TO YIELD OUR BELIEF TO A BOOK ACKNOWLEDGED AND APPROVED AS HANDED DOWN FROM THE BEGINNING IN THE CHURCH FOUNDED BY CHRIST HIMSELF, AND MAINTAINED THROUGH THE APOSTLES AND THEIR SUCCESSORS IN AN UNBROKEN CONNECTION ALL OVER THE WORLD TO THE PRESENT DAY; OR TO A BOOK WHICH THIS CHURCH CONDEMNS AS UNKNOWN, AND WHICH, MOREOVER, IS BROUGHT FORWARD BY MEN WHO PROVE THEIR VERACITY BY PRAISING CHRIST FOR FALSEHOOD. 
3. HERE YOU WILL SAY, EXAMINE THE GENEALOGY AS GIVEN IN THE TWO GOSPELS, AND SEE IF IT IS CONSISTENT WITH ITSELF. THE ANSWER TO THIS HAS BEEN GIVEN ALREADY. (1) YOUR DIFFICULTY IS HOW JOSEPH COULD HAVE TWO FATHERS. BUT EVEN IF YOU COULD NOT HAVE THOUGHT OF THE EXPLANATION, THAT ONE WAS HIS OWN FATHER, AND THE OTHER ADOPTED, YOU SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN SO READY TO PUT YOURSELF IN OPPOSITION TO SUCH HIGH AUTHORITY. NOW THAT THIS EXPLANATION HAS BEEN GIVEN YOU, I CALL UPON YOU TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL, AND ABOVE ALL TO CEASE YOUR MISCHIEVOUS AND UNREASONABLE ATTACKS UPON THE TRUTH. 
4. FAUSTUS MOST PLAUSIBLY REFERS TO WHAT JESUS SAID OF HIMSELF. BUT HOW IS THIS TO BE KNOWN EXCEPT FROM THE NARRATIVES OF HIS DISCIPLES? AND IF WE DO NOT BELIEVE THEM WHEN THEY TELL US THAT CHRIST WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN, HOW SHALL WE BELIEVE WHAT THEY RECORD AS SAID BY CHRIST OF HIMSELF? FOR, AS REGARDS ANY WRITING PROFESSING TO COME IMMEDIATELY FROM CHRIST HIMSELF, IF IT WERE REALLY HIS, HOW IS IT NOT READ AND ACKNOWLEDGED AND REGARDED AS OF SUPREME AUTHORITY IN THE CHURCH, WHICH, BEGINNING WITH CHRIST HIMSELF, AND CONTINUED BY HIS APOSTLES, WHO WERE SUCCEEDED BY THE BISHOPS, HAS BEEN MAINTAINED AND EXTENDED TO OUR OWN DAY, AND IN WHICH IS FOUND THE FULFILLMENT OF MANY FORMER PREDICTIONS. WHILE THOSE CONCERNING THE LAST DAYS ARE SURE TO BE ACCOMPLISHED IN THE FUTURE? IN REGARD TO THE APPEARANCE OF SUCH A WRITING, IT WOULD REQUIRE TO BE CONSIDERED FROM WHAT QUARTER IT ISSUED. SUPPOSING IT TO HAVE ISSUED FROM CHRIST HIMSELF, THOSE IN IMMEDIATE CONNECTION WITH HIM MIGHT VERY WELL HAVE RECEIVED IT, AND HAVE TRANSMITTED IT TO OTHERS. IN THIS CASE, THE AUTHORITY OF THE WRITING WOULD BE FULLY ESTABLISHED BY THE TRADITIONS OF VARIOUS COMMUNITIES, AND OF THEIR PRESIDENTS, AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID. WHO, THEN, IS SO INFATUATED AS IN OUR DAY TO BELIEVE THAT THE EPISTLE OF CHRIST ISSUED BY MANICHAEUS IS GENUINE, OR TO DISBELIEVE MATTHEW'S NARRATIVE OF CHRIST'S WORDS AND ACTIONS? OR, IF THE QUESTION IS OF MATTHEW BEING THE REAL AUTHOR, WHO WOULD NOT, IN THIS ALSO, BELIEVE WHAT HE FINDS IN THE CHURCH, WHICH HAS A DISTINCT HISTORY IN UNBROKEN CONNECTION FROM THE DAYS OF MATTHEW TO THE PRESENT TIME, RATHER THAN A PERSIAN INTERLOPER, WHO COMES MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED YEARS AFTER, AND WISHES US TO BELIEVE HIS ACCOUNT OF CHRIST'S WORDS AND ACTIONS RATHER THAN THAT OF MATTHEW; WHEREAS, EVEN IN THE CASE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL, WHO WAS CALLED FROM HEAVEN AFTER THE LORD'S ASCENSION, THE CHURCH WOULD NOT HAVE BELIEVED HIM, HAD THERE NOT BEEN APOSTLES IN LIFE WITH WHOM HE MIGHT COMMUNICATE, AND COMPARE HIS GOSPEL WITH THEIRS, SO AS TO BE RECOGNIZED AS BELONGING TO THE SAME SOCIETY? WHEN IT WAS ASCERTAINED THAT PAUL PREACHED WHAT THE APOSTLES PREACHED, AND THAT HE LIVED IN FELLOWSHIP AND HARMONY WITH THEM, AND WHEN GOD'S TESTIMONY WAS ADDED BY PAUL'S WORKING MIRACLES LIKE THOSE DONE BY THE APOSTLES, HIS AUTHORITY BECAME SO GREAT, THAT HIS WORDS ARE NOW RECEIVED IN THE CHURCH, AS IF, TO USE HIS OWN APPROPRIATE WORDS, CHRIST WERE SPEAKING IN HIM. (1) MANICHAEUS, ON THE OTHER HAND, THINKS THAT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST SHOULD BELIEVE WHAT HE SAYS IN OPPOSITION TO THE SCRIPTURES, WHICH ARE SUPPORTED BY SUCH STRONG AND CONTINUOUS EVIDENCE, AND IN WHICH THE CHURCH FINDS AN EMPHATIC INJUNCTION, THAT WHOEVER PREACHES TO HER DIFFERENTLY FROM WHAT SHE HAS RECEIVED MUST BE ANATHEMA. (2) 
5. FAUSTUS TELLS US THAT HE HAS GOOD GROUNDS FOR CONCLUDING THAT THESE SCRIPTURES ARE UNWORTHY OF CREDIT. AND YET HE SPEAKS OF NOT USING ARGUMENTS. BUT THE ARGUMENT TOO SHALL BE REFUTED. THE END OF THE WHOLE ARGUMENT IS TO BRING THE SOUL TO BELIEVE THAT THE REASON OF ITS MISERY IN THIS WORLD IS, THAT IT IS THE MEANS OF PREVENTING GOD FROM BEING DEPRIVED OF HIS KINGDOM, AND THAT GOD'S SUBSTANCE AND NATURE IS SO EXPOSED TO CHANGE, CORRUPTION, INJURY, AND CONTAMINATION, THAT PART OF IT IS INCURABLY DEFILED, AND IS CONSIGNED BY HIM SELF TO ETERNAL PUNISHMENT IN THE MASS OF DARKNESS, THOUGH, WHEN IT WAS IN HARMLESS UNION WITH HIMSELF, AND GUILTY OF NO CRIME, HE KNOWINGLY SENT IT WHERE IT WAS TO SUFFER DEFILEMENT. THIS IS THE END OF ALL YOUR ARGUMENTS AND FICTIONS; AND WOULD THAT THERE, WERE AN END OF THEM AS REGARDS YOUR HEART AND YOUR LIPS, THAT YOU MIGHT SOMETIME DESIST FROM BELIEVING AND UTTERING THOSE EXECRABLE BLASPHEMIES! BUT, SAYS FAUSTUS, I PROVE FROM THE WRITINGS THEMSELVES THAT THEY CANNOT BE IN ALL POINTS TRUSTWORTHY, FOR THEY CONTRADICT ONE ANOTHER. WHY NOT SAY, THEN, THAT THEY ARE WHOLLY UNTRUSTWORTHY, IF THEIR TESTIMONY IS INCONSISTENT AND SELF-CONTRADICTORY? BUT, SAYS FAUSTUS, I SAY WHAT I THINK TO BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH TRUTH. WITH WHAT TRUTH? THE TRUTH IS ONLY YOUR OWN FICTION, WHICH BEGINS WITH GOD'S BATTLE, GOES ON TO HIS CONTAMINATION, AND ENDS WITH HIS DAMNATION. NO ONE, SAYS FAUSTUS, BELIEVES WRITINGS WHICH CONTRADICT THEMSELVES. BUT IF YOU THINK THEY DO THIS, IT IS BECAUSE YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND THEM; FOR YOUR IGNORANCE HAS BEEN MANIFESTED IN REGARD TO THE PASSAGES YOU HAVE QUOTED IN SUPPORT OF YOUR OPINION, AND THE SAME WILL APPEAR IN REGARD TO ANY QUOTATIONS YOU MAY STILL MAKE. SO, THERE IS NO REASON FOR OUR NOT BELIEVING THESE WRITINGS, SUPPORTED AS THEY ARE BY SUCH WEIGHTY TESTIMONY; AND THIS IS ITSELF THE BEST REASON FOR PRONOUNCING ACCURSED THOSE WHOSE PREACHING DIFFERS FROM WHAT IS THERE WRITTEN. 
BOOK XXIX.
FAUSTUS SEEKS TO JUSTIFY THE DOCETISM OF THE MANICHAEANS. AUGUSTIN INSISTS THAT THERE IS NOTHING DISGRACEFUL IN BEING BORN 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: IF CHRIST WAS VISIBLE, AND SUFFERED WITHOUT HAVING BEEN BORN, THIS WAS SORCERY. THIS ARGUMENT OF YOURS MAY BE TURNED AGAINST YOU, BY REPLYING THAT IT WAS SORCERY IF HE WAS CONCEIVED OR BROUGHT FORTH WITHOUT BEING BEGOTTEN. IT IS NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW OF NATURE THAT A VIRGIN SHOULD BRING FORTH, AND STILL LESS THAT SHE SHOULD STILL BE A VIRGIN AFTER BRINGING FORTH. WHY, THEN, DO YOU REFUSE TO ADMIT THAT CHRIST, IN A PRETERNATURAL MANNER, SUFFERED WITHOUT SUBMITTING TO THE CONDITION OF BIRTH? BELIEVE ME: IN SUBSTANCE, BOTH OUR BELIEFS ARE CONTRARY TO NATURE; BUT OUR BELIEF IS DECENT, AND YOURS IS NOT. WE GIVE AN EXPLANATION OF CHRIST'S PASSION WHICH IS AT LEAST PROBABLE, WHILE THE ONLY EXPLANATION YOU GIVE OF HIS BIRTH IS FALSE. IN FINE, WE HOLD THAT HE SUFFERED IN APPEARANCE, AND DID NOT REALLY DIE; YOU BELIEVE IN AN ACTUAL BIRTH, AND CONCEPTION IN THE WOMB. IF IT IS NOT SO, YOU HAVE ONLY TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE BIRTH TOO WAS A DELUSION, AND OUR WHOLE DISPUTE WILL BE AT AN END. AS TO WHAT YOU FREQUENTLY ALLEGE, THAT CHRIST COULD NOT HAVE APPEARED OR SPOKEN TO MEN WITHOUT HAVING BEEN BORN, IT IS ABSURD; FOR, AS OUR TEACHERS HAVE SHOWN, ANGELS HAVE OFTEN APPEARED AND SPOKEN TO MEN. 
2. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: WE DO NOT SAY THAT TO DIE WITHOUT HAVING BEEN BORN IS SORCERY; FOR, AS WE HAVE SAID ALREADY, THIS HAPPENED IN THE CASE OF ADAM. BUT THOUGH IT HAD NEVER HAPPENED, WHO WILL VENTURE TO SAY THAT CHRIST COULD NOT, IF HE HAD SO PLEASED, HAVE COME WITHOUT TAKING HIS BODY FROM A VIRGIN, AND YET APPEARING IN A TRUE BOOTY TO REDEEM US BY A TRUE DEATH? HOWEVER, IT WAS BETTER THAT HE SHOULD BE, AS HE ACTUALLY WAS, BORN OF A VIRGIN, AND, BY HIS CONDESCENSION, DO HONOR TO BOTH SEXES, FOR WHOSE DELIVERANCE HE WAS TO DIE, BY TAKING A MAN'S BODY BORN OF A WOMAN. IN THIS HE TESTIFIES EMPHATICALLY AGAINST YOU, AND REFUTES YOUR DOCTRINE, WHICH MAKES THE SEXES THE WORK OF THE DEVIL. WHAT WE CALL SORCERY IN YOUR DOCTRINE IS YOUR MAKING CHRIST'S PASSION AND DEATH TO HAVE BEEN ONLY IN APPEARANCE, SO THAT, BY A SPECTRAL ILLUSION, HE SEEMED TO DIE WHEN HE DID NOT. HENCE YOU MUST ALSO MAKE HIS RESURRECTION SPECTRAL AND ILLUSORY AND FALSE; FOR IF THERE WAS NO TRUE DEATH, THERE COULD NOT BE A REAL RESURRECTION. HENCE ALSO THE MARKS WHICH HE SHOWED TO HIS DOUBTING DISCIPLES MUST HAVE BEEN FALSE; AND THOMAS WAS NOT ASSURED BY TRUTH, BUT CHEATED BY A LIE, WHEN HE EXCLAIMED, "MY LORD, AND MY GOD."(1) AND YET YOU WOULD HAVE US BELIEVE THAT YOUR TONGUE UTTERS TRUTH, THOUGH CHRIST'S WHOLE BODY WAS A FALSEHOOD. OUR ARGUMENT AGAINST YOU IS, THAT THE CHRIST YOU MAKE IS SUCH THAT YOU CANNOT BE HIS TRUE DISCIPLES UNLESS YOU TOO PRACTICE DECEIT. THE FACT THAT CHRIST'S BODY WAS THE ONLY ONE BORN OF A VIRGIN DOES NOT PROVE THAT THERE WAS SORCERY IN HIS BIRTH, ANY MORE THAN THERE IS SORCERY IN ITS BEING THE ONLY BODY TO RISE AGAIN ON THE THIRD DAY, NEVER TO DIE ANY MORE. WILL YOU SAY THAT THERE WAS SORCERY IN ALL THE LORD'S MIRACLES BECAUSE THEY WERE UNUSUAL? THEY REALLY HAPPENED, AND THEIR APPEARANCE, AS SEEN BY MEN, WAS TRUE, AND NOT AN ILLUSION; AND WHEN THEY ARE SAID TO BE CONTRARY TO NATURE, IT IS NOT THAT THEY OPPOSE NATURE, BUT THAT THEY TRANSCEND THE METHOD OF NATURE TO WHICH WE ARE ACCUSTOMED. MAY GOD KEEP THE MINDS OF HIS PEOPLE WHO ARE STILL BABES IN CHRIST FROM BEING INFLUENCED BY FAUSTUS, WHEN HE RECOMMENDS AS A DUTY THAT WE SHOULD ACKNOWLEDGE CHRIST'S BIRTH TO HAVE BEEN ILLUSORY AND NOT REAL, THAT SO WE MAY END OUR DISPUTE NAY, VERILY, RATHER LET US CONTINUE TO CONTEND FOR THE TRUTH AGAINST THEM, THAN AGREE WITH THEM IN FALSEHOOD. 
3. BUT IF WE ARE TO END THE CONTROVERSY BY SAYING THIS, WHY DO NOT OUR OPPONENTS THEMSELVES SAY IT? WHILE THEY ASSERT THE DEATH OF CHRIST TO HAVE BEEN NOT REAL BUT FEIGNED, WHY DO THEY MAKE OUT THAT HE HAD NO BIRTH AT ALL, NOT EVEN OF THE SAME KIND AS HIS DEATH? IF THEY HAD SO MUCH REGARD FOR THE AUTHORITY OF THE EVANGELIST AS TO OBLIGE THEM TO ADMIT THAT CHRIST SUFFERED, AT LEAST IN APPEARANCE, IT IS THE SAME AUTHORITY WHICH TESTIFIES TO HIS BIRTH. TWO EVANGELISTS, INDEED, GIVE THE STORY OF THE BIRTH;(2) BUT IN ALL WE READ OF JESUS HAVING A MOTHER. (3) PERHAPS FAUSTUS WAS UNWILLING TO MAKE THE BIRTH AN ILLUSION, BECAUSE THE DIFFERENCE OF THE GENEALOGIES GIVEN IN MATTHEW AND LUKE CAUSES AN APPARENT DISCREPANCY. BUT, SUPPOSING A MAN IGNORANT, THERE ARE MANY THINGS ALSO RELATING TO THE PASSION OF CHRIST IN WHICH HE WILL THINK THE EVANGELISTS DISAGREE; SUPPOSE HIM INSTRUCTED, HE FINDS ENTIRE AGREEMENT. CAN IT BE RIGHT TO FEIGN DEATH, AND WRONG TO FEIGN BIRTH? AND YET FAUSTUS WILL HAVE US ACKNOWLEDGE THE BIRTH TO BE FEIGNED, IN ORDER TO PUT AN END TO THE DISPUTE. IT WILL APPEAR PRESENTLY IN OUR REPLY TO ANOTHER OBJECTION WHAT WE THINK TO BE THE REASON WHY FAUSTUS WILL NOT ADMIT OF ANY BIRTH, EVEN A FEIGNED ONE. 
4. WE DENY THAT THERE IS ANYTHING DISGRACEFUL IN THE BODIES OF SAINTS. SOME MEMBERS, INDEED, ARE CALLED UNCOMELY, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT SO PLEASING AN APPEARANCE AS THOSE CONSTANTLY IN VIEW. (4) BUT ATTEND TO WHAT THE APOSTLE SAYS, WHEN FROM THE UNITY AND HARMONY OF THE BODY HE ENJOINS CHARITY ON THE CHURCH: "MUCH MORE THOSE MEMBERS OF THE BODY, WHICH SEEM TO BE FEEBLE, ARE NECESSARY: AND THOSE MEMBERS OF THE BODY, WHICH WE THINK TO BE LESS HONORABLE, UPON THESE WE BESTOW MORE ABUNDANT HONOR; AND OUR UNCOMELY PARTS HAVE MORE ABUNDANT COMELINESS. FOR OUR COMELY PARTS HAVE NO NEED: BUT GOD HATH TEMPERED THE BODY TOGETHER, HAVING GIVEN MORE ABUNDANT HONOR TO THAT PART WHICH LACKED: THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO SCHISM IN THE BODY." (5) THE LICENTIOUS AND INTEMPERATE USE OF THOSE MEMBERS IS DISGRACEFUL, BUT NOT THE MEMBERS THEMSELVES; FOR THEY ARE PRESERVED IN PURITY NOT ONLY BY THE UNMARRIED, BUT ALSO BY WEDDED FATHERS AND MOTHERS OF HOLY LIFE, IN WHOSE CASE THE NATURAL APPETITE, AS SERVING NOT LUST, BUT AN INTELLIGENT PURPOSE IN THE PRODUCTION OF CHILDREN, IS IN NO WAY DISGRACEFUL. STILL MORE, IN THE HOLY VIRGIN MARY, WHO BY FAITH CONCEIVED THE BODY OF CHRIST, THERE WAS NOTHING DISGRACEFUL IN THE MEMBERS WHICH SERVED NOT FOR A COMMON NATURAL CONCEPTION, BUT FOR A MIRACULOUS BIRTH. IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT CONCEIVE CHRIST IN SINCERE HEARTS, AND, AS IT WERE, PRODUCE HIM IN CONFESSION, IT WAS MEET THAT HIS BODY SHOULD COME FROM THE SUBSTANCE OF HIS MOTHER WITHOUT INJURY TO HER BODILY PURITY. WE CANNOT SUPPOSE THAT THE MOTHER OF CHRIST SUFFERED LOSS BY HIS BIRTH, OR THAT THE GIFT OF PRODUCTIVENESS DISPLACED THE GRACE OF VIRGINITY. IF THESE OCCURRENCES, WHICH WERE REAL AND NO ILLUSION, ARE NEW AND STRANGE, AND CONTRARY TO THE COMMON COURSE OF NATURE, THE REASON IS, THAT THEY ARE GREAT, AND AMAZING, AND DIVINE; AND ALL THE MORE ON THIS ACCOUNT ARE THEY TRUE, AND FIRM, AND SURE. ANGELS, SAYS FAUSTUS, APPEARED AND SPOKE WITHOUT HAVING BEEN BORN. AS IF WE HELD THAT CHRIST COULD NOT HAVE APPEARED OR SPOKEN WITHOUT HAVING BEEN BORN OF A WOMAN! HE COULD, BUT HE CHOSE NOT; AND WHAT HE CHOSE WAS BEST. AND THAT HE CHOSE TO DO WHAT HE DID IS PLAIN, BECAUSE HE ACTED, NOT LIKE YOUR GOD, FROM NECESSITY, BUT VOLUNTARILY. THAT HE WAS BORN WE KNOW, BECAUSE WE PUT FAITH NOT IN A HERETIC, BUT IN CHRIST'S GOSPEL. 
BOOK XXX.
FAUSTUS REPELS THE INSINUATION THAT THE PROPHECY OF PAUL WITH REFERENCE TO THOSE THAT SHOULD FORBID TO MARRY, ABSTAIN FROM MEATS, ETC., APPLIES TO THE MANICHAEANS MORE THAN TO THE CATHOLIC ASCETICS, WHO ARE HELD IN THE HIGHEST ESTEEM IN THE CHURCH. AUGUSTIN JUSTIFIES THIS APPLICATION OF THE PROPHECY, AND SHOWS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MANICHAEAN AND CHRISTIAN ASCETICISM 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: YOU APPLY TO US THE WORDS OF PAUL: "SOME SHALL DEPART FROM THE FAITH, GIVING HEED TO LYING SPIRITS, AND DOCTRINES OF DEVILS; SPEAKING LIES IN HYPOCRISY; HAVING THEIR CONSCIENCES SEARED AS WITH A HOT IRON; FORBIDDING TO MARRY, ABSTAINING FROM MEATS, WHICH GOD HAS CREATED TO BE RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING BY BELIEVERS."(1) I REFUSE TO ADMIT THAT THE APOSTLE SAID THIS, UNLESS YOU FIRST ACKNOWLEDGE THAT MOSES AND THE PROPHETS TAUGHT DOCTRINES OF DEVILS, AND WERE THE INTERPRETERS OF A LYING AND MALIGNANT SPIRIT; SINCE THEY ENJOIN WITH GREAT EMPHASIS ABSTINENCE FROM SWINE'S FLESH AND OTHER MEATS, WHICH THEY CALL UNCLEAN. THIS CASE MUST FIRST BE SETTLED; AND YOU MUST CONSIDER LONG AND CAREFULLY HOW THEIR TEACHING IS TO BE VIEWED: WHETHER THEY SAID THESE THINGS FROM GOD, OR FROM THE DEVIL. AS REGARDS THESE MATTERS, EITHER MOSES AND THE PROPHETS MUST BE CONDEMNED ALONG WITH US; OR WE MUST BE ACQUITTED ALONG WITH THEM. YOU ARE UNJUST IN CONDEMNING US, AS YOU DO NOW, AS FOLLOWERS OF THE DOCTRINE OF DEVILS, BECAUSE WE REQUIRE THE PRIESTLY CLASS TO ABSTAIN FROM ANIMAL FOOD; FOR WE LIMIT THE PROHIBITION TO THE PRIESTHOOD, WHILE YOU HOLD THAT YOUR PROPHETS, AND MOSES HIMSELF, WHO FORBADE ALL CLASSES OF MEN TO EAT THE FLESH OF SWINE, AND HARES, AND CONIES, BESIDES ALL VARIETIES OF CUTTLE-FISH, AND ALL FISH WANTING SCALES, SAID THIS NOT IN A LYING SPIRIT, NOR IN THE DOCTRINE OF DEVILS, BUT FROM GOD, AND IN THE HOLY SPIRIT. EVEN SUPPOSING, THEN, THAT PAUL SAID THESE WORDS, YOU CAN CONVINCE ME ONLY BY CONDEMNING MOSES AND THE PROPHETS; AND SO, THOUGH YOU WILL NOT DO IT FOR REASON OR TRUTH, YOU WILL CONTRADICT MOSES FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR BELLY. 
2. BESIDES, YOU HAVE IN YOUR BOOK OF DANIEL THE ACCOUNT OF THE THREE YOUTHS, WHICH YOU WILL FIND IT DIFFICULT TO RECONCILE WITH THE OPINION THAT TO ABSTAIN FROM MEATS IS THE DOCTRINE OF DEVILS. FOR WE ARE TOLD THAT THEY ABSTAINED NOT ONLY FROM WHAT THE LAW FORBADE, BUT EVEN FROM WHAT IT ALLOWED;(2) AND YOU ARE WONT TO PRAISE THEM, AND COUNT THEM AS MARTYRS; THOUGH THEY TOO FOLLOWED THE DOCTRINE OF DEVILS, IF THIS IS TO BE TAKEN AS THE APOSTLE'S OPINION. AND DANIEL HIMSELF DECLARES THAT HE FASTED FOR THREE WEEKS, NOT EATING FLESH OR DRINKING WINE, WHILE HE PRAYED FOR HIS PEOPLE. (3) HOW IS IT THAT HE BOASTS OF THIS DOCTRINE OF DEVILS, AND GLORIES IN THE FALSEHOOD OF A LYING SPIRIT? 
3. AGAIN, WHAT ARE WE TO THINK OF YOU, OR OF THE BETTER CLASS OF CHRISTIANS AMONG YOU, SOME OF WHOM ABSTAIN FROM SWINE'S FLESH, SOME FROM THE FLESH OF QUADRUPEDS, AND SOME FROM ALL ANIMAL FOOD, WHILE-ALL THE CHURCH ADMIRES THEM FOR IT, AND REGARDS THEM WITH PROFOUND VENERATION, AS ONLY NOT GODS? YOU OBSTINATELY REFUSE TO CONSIDER THAT IF THE WORDS QUOTED FROM THE APOSTLE ARE TRUE AND GENUINE, THESE PEOPLE TOO ARE MISLED BY DOCTRINES OF DEVILS. AND THERE IS ANOTHER OBSERVANCE WHICH NO ONE WILL VENTURE TO EXPLAIN AWAY OR TO DENY, FOR IT IS KNOWN TO ALL, AND IS PRACTICED YEARLY WITH PARTICULAR ATTENTION IN THE CONGREGATION OF CATHOLICS ALL OVER THE WORLD--I MEAN THE FAST OF FORTY DAYS, IN THE DUE OBSERVANCE OF WHICH A MAN MUST ABSTAIN FROM ALL THE THINGS WHICH, ACCORDING TO THIS VERSE, WERE CREATED BY GOD THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE THEM, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME HE CALLS THIS ABSTINENCE A DOCTRINE OF DEVILS. SO, MY DEAR FRIENDS, SHALL WE SAY THAT YOU TOO, DURING THIS FAST, WHILE CELEBRATING THE MYSTERIES OF CHRIST'S PASSION, LIVE AFTER THE MANNER OF DEVILS, AND ARE DELUDED BY A SEDUCING SPIRIT, AND SPEAK LIES IN HYPOCRISY, AND HAVE YOUR CONSCIENCE SEARED WITH A HOT IRON? IF THIS DOES NOT APPLY TO YOU, NEITHER DOES IT APPLY TO US. WHAT IS TO BE THOUGHT OF THIS VERSE, OR ITS AUTHOR; OR TO WHOM DOES IT APPLY, SINCE IT AGREES NEITHER WITH THE TRADITIONS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, NOR WITH THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE NEW? AS REGARDS THE NEW TESTAMENT, THE PROOF IS FROM YOUR OWN PRACTICE; AND THOUGH THE OLD REQUIRES ABSTINENCE ONLY FROM CERTAIN THINGS, STILL IT REQUIRES ABSTINENCE. ON THE OTHER HAND, THIS OPINION OF YOURS MAKES ALL ABSTINENCE FROM ANIMAL FOOD A DOCTRINE OF DEVILS. IF THIS IS YOUR BELIEF, ONCE MORE I SAY IT, YOU MUST CONDEMN MOSES, AND REJECT THE PROPHETS, AND PASS THE SAME SENTENCE ON YOURSELVES; FOR, AS THEY ALWAYS ABSTAINED FROM CERTAIN KINDS OF FOOD, SO YOU SOMETIMES ABSTAIN FROM ALL FOOD. 
4. BUT IF YOU THINK THAT IN MAKING A DISTINCTION IN FOOD, MOSES AND THE PROPHETS ESTABLISHED A DIVINE ORDINANCE, AND NOT A DOCTRINE OF DEVILS; IF DANIEL IN THE HOLY SPIRIT OBSERVED A FAST OF THREE WEEKS; IF THE YOUTHS ANANIAS, AZARIAS, AND MISHAEL, UNDER DIVINE GUIDANCE, CHOSE TO LIVE ON CABBAGE OR PULSE; IF, AGAIN, THOSE AMONG YOU WHO ABSTAIN, DO IT NOT AT THE INSTIGATION OF DEVILS; IF YOUR ABSTINENCE FROM WINE AND FLESH FOR FORTY DAYS IS NOT SUPERSTITIOUS, BUT BY DIVINE COMMAND, CONSIDER, I BESEECH YOU, IF IT IS NOT PERFECT MADNESS TO SUPPOSE THESE WORDS TO BE PAUL'S THAT ABSTINENCE FROM FOOD AND FORBIDDING TO MARRY ARE DOCTRINES OF DEVILS. PAUL CANNOT HAVE SAID THAT TO DEDICATE VIRGINS TO CHRIST IS A DOCTRINE OF DEVILS. BUT YOU READ THE WORDS, AND INCONSIDERATELY, AS USUAL, APPLY THEM TO US, WITHOUT SEEING THAT THIS STAMPS YOUR VIRGINS TOO AS LED AWAY BY THE DOCTRINE OF DEVILS, AND THAT YOU ARE THE FUNCTIONARIES OF THE DEVILS IN YOUR CONSTANT ENDEAVORS TO INDUCE VIRGINS TO MAKE THIS PROFESSION, SO THAT IN ALL YOUR CHURCHES THE VIRGINS NEARLY OUTNUMBER THE MARRIED WOMEN. WHY DO YOU STILL ADHERE TO SUCH PRACTICES? WHY DO YOU ENSNARE WRETCHED YOUNG WOMEN, IF IT IS THE WILL OF DEVILS, AND NOT OF CHRIST, THAT THEY FULFILL? BUT, FIRST OF ALL, I WISH TO KNOW IF MAKING VIRGINS IS, IN ALL CASES, THE DOCTRINE OF DEVILS, OR ONLY THE PROHIBITION OF MARRIAGE. IF IT IS THE PROHIBITION, IT DOES NOT APPLY TO US, FOR WE TOO HOLD IT EQUALLY FOOLISH TO PREVENT ONE WHO WISHES, AS IT IS CRIMINAL AND IMPIOUS TO FORCE ONE WHO HAS SOME RELUCTANCE. BUT IF YOU SAY THAT TO ENCOURAGE THE PROPOSAL, AND NOT TO RESIST SUCH A DESIRE, IS ALL THE DOCTRINE OF DEVILS, TO SAY NOTHING OF THE CONSEQUENCE AS REGARDS YOU, THE APOSTLE HIMSELF WILL BE THUS BROUGHT INTO DANGER, IF HE MUST BE CONSIDERED AS HAVING INTRODUCED THE DOCTRINES OF DEVILS INTO ICONIUM, WHEN THECLA, AFTER HAVING BEEN BETROTHED, WAS BY HIS DISCOURSE INFLAMED WITH THE DESIRE OF PERPETUAL VIRGINITY.(1) AND WHAT SHALL WE SAY OF JESUS, THE MASTER HIMSELF, AND THE SOURCE OF ALL SANCTITY, WHO IS THE UNWEDDED SPOUSE OF THE VIRGINS WHO MAKE THIS PROFESSION, AND WHO, WHEN SPECIFYING IN THE GOSPEL THREE KINDS OF EUNUCHS, NATURAL, ARTIFICIAL, AND VOLUNTARY, GIVES THE PALM TO THOSE WHO HAVE "MADE THEMSELVES EUNUCHS FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN,"(2) MEANING THE YOUTHS OF BOTH SEXES WHO HAVE EXTIRPATED FROM THEIR HEARTS THE DESIRE OF MARRIAGE, AND WHO IN THE CHURCH ACT AS EUNUCHS OF THE KING'S PALACE? IS THIS ALSO THE DOCTRINE OF DEVILS? ARE THOSE WORDS, TOO, SPOKEN IN A SEDUCING SPIRIT? AND IF PAUL AND CHRIST ARE PROVED TO BE PRIESTS OF DEVILS, IS NOT THEIR SPIRIT THE SAME THAT SPEAKS IN GOD? I DO NOT MENTION THE OTHER APOSTLES OF OUR LORD, PETER, ANDREW, THOMAS, AND THE EXAMPLE OF CELIBACY, THE BLESSED JOHN, WHO IN VARIOUS WAYS COMMENDED TO YOUNG MEN AND MAIDENS THE EXCELLENCE OF THIS PROFESSION, LEAVING TO US, AND TO YOU TOO, THE FORM FOR MAKING VIRGINS. I DO NOT MENTION THEM, BECAUSE YOU DO NOT ADMIT THEM INTO THE CANON, AND SO YOU WILL NOT SCRUPLE IMPIOUSLY TO IMPUTE TO THEM DOCTRINES OF DEVILS. BUT WILL YOU SAY THE SAME OF CHRIST, OR OF THE APOSTLE PAUL, WHO, WE KNOW, EVERYWHERE EXPRESSED THE SAME PREFERENCE FOR UNMARRIED WOMEN TO THE MARRIED, AND GAVE AN EXAMPLE OF IT IN THE CASE OF THE SAINTLY THECLA? BUT IF THE DOCTRINE PREACHED BY PAUL TO THECLA, AND WHICH THE OTHER APOSTLES ALSO PREACHED, WAS NOT THE DOCTRINE OF DEVILS, HOW CAN WE BELIEVE THAT PAUL LEFT ON RECORD HIS OPINION, THAT THE VERY EXHORTATION TO SANCTITY IS THE INJUNCTION AND THE DOCTRINE OF DEVILS? TO MAKE VIRGINS SIMPLY BY EXHORTATION, WITHOUT FORBIDDING TO MARRY, IS NOT PECULIAR TO YOU. THAT IS OUR PRINCIPLE TOO; AND HE MUST BE NOT ONLY A FOOL, BUT A MADMAN, WHO THINKS THAT A PRIVATE LAW CAN FORBID WHAT THE PUBLIC LAW ALLOWS. AS REGARDS MARRIAGE, THEREFORE, WE TOO ENCOURAGE VIRGINS TO REMAIN AS THEY ARE WHEN THEY ARE WILLING TO DO SO; WE DO NOT MAKE THEM VIRGINS AGAINST THEIR WILL. FOR WE KNOW THE FORCE OF WILL AND OF NATURAL APPETITE WHEN OPPOSED BY PUBLIC LAW; MUCH MORE WHEN THE LAW IS ONLY PRIVATE, AND EVERY ONE IS AT LIBERTY TO DISOBEY IT. IF, THEN, IT IS NO CRIME TO MAKE VIRGINS IN THIS MANNER, WE ARE GUILTLESS AS WELL AS YOU. IF IT IS WRONG TO MAKE VIRGINS IN ANY WAY, YOU ARE GUILTY AS WELL AS WE. SO THAT WHAT YOU MEAN, OR INTEND, BY QUOTING THIS VERSE AGAINST US, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY. 
5. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: LISTEN, AND YOU SHALL HEAR WHAT WE MEAN AND INTEND BY QUOTING THIS VERSE AGAINST YOU, SINCE YOU SAY THAT YOU DO NOT KNOW. IT IS NOT THAT YOU ABSTAIN FROM ANIMAL FOOD; FOR, AS YOU OBSERVE, OUR ANCIENT FATHERS ABSTAINED FROM SOME KINDS OF FOOD, NOT, HOWEVER, AS CONDEMNING THEM, BUT WITH A TYPICAL MEANING, WHICH YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND, AND OF WHICH I HAVE SAID ALREADY IN THIS WORK ALL THAT APPEARED NECESSARY. BESIDES, CHRISTIANS, NOT HERETICS, BUT CATHOLICS, IN ORDER TO SUBDUE THE BODY, THAT THE SOUL MAY BE MORE HUMBLED IN PRAYER, ABSTAIN NOT ONLY FROM ANIMAL FOOD, BUT ALSO FROM SOME VEGETABLE PRODUCTIONS, WITHOUT, HOWEVER, BELIEVING THEM TO BE UNCLEAN. A FEW DO THIS ALWAYS; AND AT CERTAIN SEASONS OR DAYS, AS IN LENT, ALMOST ALL, MORE OR LESS, ACCORDING TO THE CHOICE OR ABILITY OF INDIVIDUALS. YOU, ON THE OTHER HAND, DENY THAT THE CREATURE IS GOOD, AND CALL IT UNCLEAN, SAYING THAT ANIMALS ARE MADE BY THE DEVIL OF THE WORST IMPURITIES IN THE SUBSTANCE OF EVIL AND SO YOU REJECT THEM WITH HORROR, AS BEING THE MOST CRUEL AND LOATHSOME PLACES OF CONFINEMENT OF YOUR GOD. YOU, AS A CONCESSION, ALLOW YOUR FOLLOWERS, AS DISTINCT FROM THE PRIESTS, TO EAT ANIMAL FOOD; AS THE APOSTLE ALLOWS, IN CERTAIN CASES, NOT MARRIAGE IN THE GENERAL SENSE, BUT THE INDULGENCE OF PASSION M MARRIAGE. (1) IT IS ONLY SIN WHICH IS THUS MADE ALLOWANCE FOR. THIS IS THE FEELING YOU HAVE TOWARD ALL ANIMAL FOOD; YOU HAVE LEARNED IT FROM YOUR HERESY, AND YOU TEACH IT TO YOUR FOLLOWERS. YOU MAKE ALLOWANCE FOR YOUR FOLLOWERS, BECAUSE, AS I SAID BEFORE, THEY SUPPLY YOU WITH NECESSARIES; BUT YOU GRANT THEM INDULGENCE WITHOUT SAYING THAT IT IS NOT SINFUL. FOR YOURSELVES, YOU SHUN CONTACT WITH THIS EVIL AND IMPURITY; AND HENCE OUR REASON FOR QUOTING THIS VERSE AGAINST YOU IS FOUND IN THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE WHICH FOLLOW THOSE WITH WHICH YOU END THE QUOTATION. PERHAPS IT WAS FOR THIS REASON THAT YOU LEFT OUT THE WORDS, AND THEN SAY THAT YOU DO NOT KNOW WHAT WE MEAN OR INTEND BY THE QUOTATION; FOR IT SUITED YOU BETTER TO OMIT THE ACCOUNT OF OUR INTENTION THAN TO EXPRESS IT. FOR, AFTER SPEAKING OF ABSTAINING FROM MEATS, WHICH GOD HAS CREATED TO BE RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING BY BELIEVERS, THE APOSTLE GOES ON, "AND BY THEM WHO KNOW THE TRUTH; FOR EVERY CREATURE OF GOD IS GOOD, AND NOTHING TO BE REFUSED, IF IT BE RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING: FOR IT IS SANCTIFIED BY THE WORD OF GOD AND PRAYER."(2) THIS YOU DENY; FOR YOUR IDEA, AND MOTIVE, AND BELIEF IN ABSTAINING FROM SUCH FOOD IS, THAT THEY ARE NOT TYPICALLY, BUT NATURALLY, EVIL AND IMPURE. IN THIS ASSUREDLY YOU BLASPHEME THE CREATOR; AND IN THIS IS THE DOCTRINE OF DEVILS. YOU NEED NOT BE SURPRISED THAT, SO LONG BEFORE THE EVENT, THIS PREDICTION REGARDING YOU WAS MADE BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
6. SO, AGAIN, IF YOUR EXHORTATIONS TO VIRGINITY RESEMBLED THE TEACHING OF THE APOSTLE, "HE WHO GIVETH IN MARRIAGE DOETH WELL, AND HE WHO GIVETH NOT IN MARRIAGE DOETH BETTER;"(3) IF YOU TAUGHT THAT MARRIAGE IS GOOD, AND VIRGINITY BETTER, AS THE CHURCH TEACHES WHICH IS TRULY CHRIST'S CHURCH, YOU WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN DESCRIBED IN THE SPIRIT'S PREDICTION AS FORBIDDING TO MARRY. WHAT A MAN FORBIDS HE MAKES EVIL; BUT A GOOD THING MAY BE PLACED SECOND TO A BETTER THING WITHOUT BEING FORBIDDEN. MOREOVER, THE ONLY HONORABLE KIND OF MARRIAGE, OR MARRIAGE ENTERED INTO FOR ITS PROPER AND LEGITIMATE PURPOSE, IS PRECISELY THAT YOU HATE MOST. SO, THOUGH YOU MAY NOT FORBID SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, YOU FORBID MARRIAGE; FOR THE PECULIARITY OF MARRIAGE IS, THAT IT IS NOT MERELY FOR THE GRATIFICATION OF PASSION, BUT, AS IS WRITTEN IN THE CONTRACT, FOR THE PROCREATION OF CHILDREN. AND, THOUGH YOU ALLOW MANY OF YOUR FOLLOWERS TO RETAIN THEIR CONNECTION WITH YOU IN SPITE OF THEIR REFUSAL, OR THEIR INABILITY, TO OBEY YOU, YOU CANNOT DENY THAT YOU MAKE THE PROHIBITION. THE PROHIBITION IS PART OF YOUR FALSE DOCTRINE, WHILE THE TOLERATION IS ONLY FOR THE INTERESTS OF THE SOCIETY. AND HERE WE SEE THE REASON, WHICH I HAVE DELAYED TILL NOW TO MENTION, FOR YOUR MAKING NOT THE BIRTH BUT ONLY THE DEATH OF CHRIST REIGNED AND ILLUSORY. DEATH BEING THE SEPARATION OF THE SOUL, THAT IS, OF THE NATURE OF YOUR GOD, FROM THE BODY WHICH BELONGS TO HIS ENEMIES, FOR IT IS THE WORK OF THE DEVIL, YOU UPHOLD AND APPROVE OF IT; AND THUS, ACCORDING TO YOUR CREED, IT WAS MEET THAT CHRIST, THOUGH HE DID NOT DIE, SHOULD COMMEND DEATH BY APPEARING TO DIE. IN BIRTH, AGAIN, YOU BELIEVE YOUR GOD TO BE BOUND INSTEAD OF RELEASED; AND SO YOU WILL NOT ALLOW THAT CHRIST WAS BORN EVEN IN THIS ILLUSORY FASHION. YOU WOULD HAVE THOUGHT BETTER OF MARY HAD SHE CEASED TO BE A VIRGIN WITHOUT BEING A MOTHER, THEN AS BEING A MOTHER WITHOUT CEASING TO BE A VIRGIN. YOU SEE, THEN, THAT THERE IS A GREAT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN EXHORTING TO VIRGINITY AS THE BETTER OF TWO GOOD THINGS, AND FORBIDDING TO MARRY BY DENOUNCING THE TRUE PURPOSE OF MARRIAGE; BETWEEN ABSTAINING FROM FOOD AS A SYMBOLIC OBSERVANCE, OR FOR THE MORTIFICATION OF THE BODY, AND ABSTAINING FROM FOOD WHICH GOD HAS CREATED FOR THE REASON THAT GOD DID NOT CREATE IT. IN ONE CASE, WE HAVE THE DOCTRINE OF THE PROPHETS AND APOSTLES; IN THE OTHER, THE DOCTRINE OF LYING DEVILS. 
BOOK XXXI.
THE SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: "TO THE PURE ALL THINGS ARE PURE, BUT TO THE IMPURE AND DEFILED IS NOTHING PURE; BUT EVEN THEIR MIND AND CONSCIENCE ARE DEFILED," IS DISCUSSED FROM BOTH THE MANICHAEAN AND THE CATHOLIC POINTS OF VIEW, FAUSTUS OBJECTING TO ITS APPLICATION TO HIS PARTY AND AUGUSTIN INSISTING ON ITS APPLICATION 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: "TO THE PURE ALL THINGS ARE PURE. BUT TO THE IMPURE AND DEFILED IS NOTHING PURE; BUT EVEN THEIR MIND AND CONSCIENCE ARE DEFILED." AS REGARDS THIS VERSE, TOO, IT IS VERY DOUBTFUL WHETHER, FOR YOUR OWN SAKE, YOU SHOULD BELIEVE IT TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY PAUL. FOR IT WOULD FOLLOW THAT MOSES AND THE PROPHETS WERE NOT ONLY INFLUENCED BY DEVILS IN MAKING SO MUCH IN THEIR LAWS OF THE DISTINCTIONS IN FOOD, BUT ALSO THAT THEY THEMSELVES WERE IMPURE AND DEFILED IN THEIR MIND AND CONSCIENCE, SO THAT THE FOLLOWING WORDS ALSO MIGHT PROPERLY BE APPLIED TO THEM: "THEY PROFESS TO KNOW GOD, BUT IN WORKS DENY HIM."(1) THIS IS APPLICABLE TO NO ONE MORE THAN TO MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, WHO ARE KNOWN TO HAVE LIVED VERY DIFFERENTLY FROM WHAT WAS BECOMING IN MEN KNOWING GOD. UP TO THIS TIME I HAVE THOUGHT ONLY OF ADULTERIES AND FRAUDS AND MURDERS AS DEFILING THE CONSCIENCE OF MOSES AND THE PROPHETS; BUT NOW, FROM WHAT THIS VERSE SAYS, IT IS PLAIN THAT THEY WERE ALSO DEFILED, BECAUSE THEY LOOKED UPON SOMETHING AS DEFILED. HOW, THEN, CAN YOU PERSIST IN THINKING THAT THE VISION OF THE DIVINE MAJESTY CAN HAVE BEEN BESTOWED ON SUCH MEN, WHEN IT IS WRITTEN THAT ONLY THE PURE IN HEART CAN SEE GOD? EVEN SUPPOSING THAT THEY HAD BEEN PURE FROM UNLAWFUL CRIMES, THIS SUPERSTITIOUS ABSTINENCE FROM CERTAIN KINDS OF FOOD, IF IT DEFILES THE MIND, IS ENOUGH TO DEBAR THEM FROM THE SIGHT OF DEITY. GONE FOR EVER, TOO, IS THE BOAST OF DANIEL, AND OF THE THREE YOUTHS, WHO, TILL NOW THAT WE ARE TOLD THAT NOTHING IS UNCLEAN, HAVE BEEN REGARDED AMONG THE JEWS AS PERSONS OF GREAT PURITY AND EXCELLENCE OF CHARACTER, BECAUSE, IN OBSERVANCE OF HEREDITARY CUSTOMS, THEY CAREFULLY AVOIDED DEFILING THEMSELVES WITH GENTILE FOOD, ESPECIALLY THAT OF SACRIFICES.(2) NOW IT APPEARS THAT THEY WERE DEFILED IN MIND AND CONSCIENCE MOST OF ALL WHEN THEY WERE CLOSING THEIR MOUTH AGAINST BLOOD AND IDOL-FEASTS. 
2. BUT PERHAPS THEIR IGNORANCE MAY EXCUSE THEM; FOR, AS THIS CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE OF ALL THINGS BEING PURE TO THE PURE HAD NOT THEN APPEARED, THEY MAY HAVE THOUGHT SOME THINGS IMPURE. BUT THERE CAN BE NO EXCUSE FOR YOU IN THE FACE OF PAUL'S ANNOUNCEMENT, THAT THERE IS NOTHING WHICH IS NOT PURE, AND THAT ABSTINENCE FROM CERTAIN FOOD IS THE DOCTRINE OF DEVILS, AND THAT THOSE WHO THINK ANYTHING DEFILED ARE POLLUTED IN THEIR MIND, IF YOU NOT ONLY ABSTAIN, AS WE HAVE SAID, BUT MAKE A MERIT OF IT, AND BELIEVE THAT YOU BECOME MORE ACCEPTABLE TO CHRIST IN PROPORTION AS YOU ARE MORE ABSTEMIOUS, OR, ACCORDING TO THIS NEW DOCTRINE, AS YOUR MINDS ARE DEFILED AND YOUR CONSCIENCE POLLUTED. IT SHOULD ALSO BE OBSERVED THAT, WHILE THERE ARE THREE RELIGIONS IN THE WORLD WHICH, THOUGH IN A VERY DIFFERENT MANNER, APPOINT CHASTITY AND ABSTINENCE AS THE MEANS OF PURIFICATION OF THE MIND, THE RELIGIONS, NAMELY, OF THE JEWS, THE GENTILES, AND THE CHRISTIANS, THE OPINION THAT EVERYTHING IS PURE CANNOT HAVE COME FROM ANY ONE OF THE THREE. IT IS CERTAINLY NOT FROM JUDAISM, NOR FROM PAGANISM, WHICH ALSO MAKES A DISTINCTION OF FOOD; THE ONLY DIFFERENCE BEING, THAT THE HEBREW CLASSIFICATION OF ANIMALS DOES NOT HARMONIZE WITH THE PAGAN. THEN AS TO THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, IF YOU THINK IT PECULIAR TO CHRISTIANITY TO CONSIDER NOTHING DEFILED, YOU MUST FIRST OF ALL CONFESS THAT THERE ARE NO CHRISTIANS AMONG YOU. FOR THINGS OFFERED TO IDOLS, AND WHAT DIES OF ITSELF, TO MENTION NOTHING ELSE, ARE REGARDED BY YOU ALL AS GREAT DEFILEMENT. IF, AGAIN, THIS IS A CHRISTIAN PRACTICE, ON YOUR PART, THE DOCTRINE WHICH IS OPPOSED TO ALL ABSTINENCE FROM IMPURITIES CANNOT BE TRACED TO CHRISTIANITY EITHER. HOW, THEN, COULD PAUL HAVE SAID WHAT IS NOT IN KEEPING WITH ANY RELIGION? IN FACT, WHEN THE APOSTLE FROM A JEW BECAME A CHRISTIAN, IT WAS A CHANGE OF CUSTOMS MORE THAN OF RELIGION. AS FOR THE WRITER OF THIS VERSE, THERE SEEMS TO BE NO RELIGION WHICH FAVORS HIS OPINION. 
3. BE SURE, THEN, WHENEVER YOU DISCOVER ANYTHING ELSE IN SCRIPTURE TO ASSAIL OUR FAITH WITH, TO SEE, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THAT IT IS NOT AGAINST YOU, BEFORE YOU COMMENCE YOUR ATTACK ON US. FOR INSTANCE, THERE IS THE PASSAGE YOU CONTINUALLY QUOTE ABOUT PETER, THAT HE ONCE SAW A VESSEL LET DOWN FROM HEAVEN IN WHICH WERE ALL KINDS OF ANIMALS AND SERPENTS, AND THAT, WHEN HE WAS SURPRISED AND ASTONISHED, A VOICE WAS HEARD, SAYING TO HIM, PETER, KILL AND EAT WHATSOEVER THOU SEE IN THE VESSEL, AND THAT HE REPLIED, LORD I WILL NOT TOUCH WHAT IS COMMON OR UNCLEAN. ON THIS THE VOICE SPOKE AGAIN, WHAT I HAVE CLEANSED, CALL NOT UNCLEAN. (1) THIS, INDEED, SEEMS TO HAVE AN ALLEGORICAL MEANING, AND NOT TO REFER TO THE ABSENCE OF DISTINCTION IN FOOD. BUT AS YOU CHOOSE TO GIVE IT THIS MEANING, YOU ARE BOUND TO FEED UPON ALL WILD ANIMALS, AND SCORPIONS, AND SNAKES, AND REPTILES IN GENERAL, IN COMPLIANCE WITH THIS VISION OF PETER'S. IN THIS WAY, YOU WILL SHOW THAT YOU ARE REALLY OBEDIENT TO THE VOICE WHICH PETER IS SAID TO HAVE HEARD. BUT YOU MUST NEVER FORGET THAT YOU AT THE SAME TIME CONDEMN MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, WHO CONSIDERED MANY THINGS POLLUTED WHICH, ACCORDING TO THIS UTTERANCE, GOD HAS SANCTIFIED. 
4. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: WHEN THE APOSTLE SAYS, "TO THE PURE ALL THINGS ARE PURE," HE REFERS TO THE NATURES WHICH GOD HAD CREATED,--AS IT IS WRITTEN BY MOSES IN GENESIS, "AND GOD MADE ALL THINGS; AND BEHOLD THEY WERE VERY GOOD,"(2)--NOT TO THE TYPICAL MEANINGS, ACCORDING TO WHICH GOD, BY THE SAME MOSES, DISTINGUISHED THE CLEAN FROM THE UNCLEAN. OF THIS WE HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN AT LENGTH MORE THAN ONCE, AND NEED NOT DWELL ON IT HERE. IT IS CLEAR THAT THE APOSTLE CALLED THOSE IMPURE WHO, AFTER THE REVELATION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, STILL ADVOCATED THE OBSERVANCE OF THE SHADOWS OF THINGS TO COME, AS IF WITHOUT THEM THE GENTILES COULD NOT OBTAIN THE SALVATION WHICH IS IN CHRIST, BECAUSE IN THIS THEY WERE CARNALLY MINDED; AND HE CALLED THEM UNBELIEVING, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE TIME OF THE LAW AND THE TIME OF GRACE. TO THEM, HE SAYS, NOTHING IS PURE, BECAUSE THEY MADE AN ERRONEOUS AND SINFUL USE BOTH OF WHAT THEY RECEIVED AND OF WHAT THEY REJECTED; WHICH IS TRUE OF ALL UNBELIEVERS, BUT ESPECIALLY OF YOU MANICHAEANS, FOR TO YOU NOTHING WHATEVER IS PURE. FOR, ALTHOUGH YOU TAKE GREAT CARE TO KEEP THE FOOD WHICH YOU USE SEPARATE FROM THE CONTAMINATION OF FLESH, STILL IT IS NOT PURE TO YOU, FOR THE ONLY CREATOR OF IT YOU ALLOW IS THE DEVIL. AND YOU HOLD, THAT, BY EATING IT, YOU RELEASE YOUR GOD, WHO SUFFERS CONFINEMENT AND POLLUTION IN IT. ONE WOULD THINK YOU MIGHT CONSIDER YOURSELVES PURE, SINCE YOUR STOMACH IS THE PROPER PLACE FOR PURIFYING YOUR GOD. BUT EVEN YOUR OWN BODIES, IN YOUR OPINION, ARE OF THE NATURE AND HANDIWORK OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS; WHILE YOUR SOULS ARE STILL AFFECTED BY THE POLLUTION OF YOUR BODIES. WHAT, THEN, IS PURE TO YOU? NOT THE THINGS YOU EAT; NOT THE RECEPTACLE OF YOUR FOOD; NOT YOURSELVES, BY WHOM IT IS PURIFIED. THUS, YOU SEE AGAINST WHOM THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE ARE DIRECTED; HE EXPRESSES HIMSELF SO AS TO INCLUDE ALL WHO ARE IMPURE AND UNBELIEVING, BUT FIRST AND CHIEFLY TO CONDEMN YOU. TO THE PURE, THEREFORE, ALL THINGS ARE PURE, IN THE NATURE IN WHICH THEY WERE CREATED; BUT TO THE ANCIENT JEWISH PEOPLE ALL THINGS WERE NOT PURE IN THEIR TYPICAL SIGNIFICANCE; AND, AS REGARDS BODILY HEALTH, OR THE CUSTOMS OF SOCIETY, ALL THINGS ARE NOT SUITABLE TO US. BUT WHEN THINGS ARE IN THEIR PROPER PLACES, AND THE ORDER OF NATURE IS PRESERVED, TO THE PURE ALL THINGS ARE PURE; BUT TO THE IMPURE AND UNBELIEVING, AMONG WHOM YOU STAND FIRST, NOTHING IS PURE. YOU MIGHT MAKE A WHOLESOME APPLICATION TO YOURSELVES OF THE FOLLOWING WORDS OF THE APOSTLE, IF YOU DESIRED A CURE FOR YOUR SEARED CONSCIENCES. THE WORDS ARE: "THEIR VERY MIND AND CONSCIENCE ARE DEFILED." 
BOOK XXXII.
FAUSTUS FAILS TO UNDERSTAND WHY HE SHOULD BE REQUIRED EITHER TO ACCEPT OR REJECT THE NEW TESTAMENT AS A WHOLE, WHILE THE CATHOLICS ACCEPT OR REJECT THE VARIOUS PARTS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT AT PLEASURE. AUGUSTIN DENIES THAT THE CATHOLICS TREAT THE OLD TESTAMENT ARBITRARILY, AND EXPLAINS THEIR ATTITUDE TOWARDS IT 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: YOU SAY, THAT IF WE BELIEVE THE GOSPEL, WE MUST BELIEVE EVERYTHING THAT IS WRITTEN IN IT. WHY, THEN, SINCE YOU BELIEVE THE OLD TESTAMENT, DO YOU NOT BELIEVE ALL THAT IS FOUND IN ANY PART OF IT? INSTEAD OF THAT, YOU CULL OUT ONLY THE PROPHECIES TELLING OF A FUTURE KING OF THE JEWS, FOR YOU SUPPOSE THIS TO BE JESUS, ALONG WITH A FEW PRECEPTS OF COMMON MORALITY, SUCH AS, THOU SHALT NOT KILL, THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY; AND ALL THE REST YOU PASS OVER, THINKING OF THE OTHER THINGS AS PAUL THOUGHT OF THE THINGS WHICH HE HELD TO BE DUNG.(1) WHY, THEN, SHOULD IT SEEM STRANGE OR SINGULAR IN ME THAT I SELECT FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT WHATEVER IS PUREST, AND HELPFUL FOR MY SALVATION, WHILE I SET ASIDE THE INTERPOLATIONS OF YOUR PREDECESSORS, WHICH IMPAIR ITS DIGNITY AND GRACE? 
2. IF THERE ARE PARTS OF THE TESTAMENT OF THE FATHER WHICH WE ARE NOT BOUND TO OBSERVE (FOR YOU ATTRIBUTE THE JEWISH LAW TO THE FATHER, AND IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT MANY THINGS IN IT SHOCK YOU, AND MAKE YOU ASHAMED, SO THAT IN HEART YOU NO LONGER REGARD IT AS FREE FROM CORRUPTION, THOUGH, AS YOU BELIEVE, THE FATHER HIMSELF PARTLY WROTE IT FOR YOU WITH HIS OWN FINGER WHILE PART WAS WRITTEN BY MOSES, WHO WAS FAITHFUL AND TRUSTWORTHY), THE TESTAMENT OF THE SON MUST BE EQUALLY LIABLE TO CORRUPTION, AND MAY EQUALLY WELL CONTAIN OBJECTIONABLE THINGS; ESPECIALLY AS IT IS ALLOWED NOT TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY THE SON HIMSELF, NOR BY HIS APOSTLES, BUT LONG AFTER, BY SOME UNKNOWN MEN, WHO, LEST THEY SHOULD BE SUSPECTED OF WRITING OF THINGS THEY KNEW NOTHING OF, GAVE TO THEIR BOOKS THE NAMES OF THE APOSTLES, OR OF THOSE WHO WERE THOUGHT TO HAVE FOLLOWED THE APOSTLES, DECLARING THE CONTENTS TO BE ACCORDING TO THESE ORIGINALS. IN THIS, I THINK, THEY DO GRIEVOUS WRONG TO THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST, BY QUOTING THEIR AUTHORITY FOR THE DISCORDANT AND CONTRADICTORY STATEMENTS IN THESE WRITINGS, SAYING THAT IT WAS ACCORDING TO THEM THAT THEY WROTE THE GOSPELS, WHICH ARE SO FULL OF ERRORS AND DISCREPANCIES, BOTH IN FACTS AND IN OPINIONS, THAT THEY CAN BE HARMONIZED NEITHER WITH THEMSELVES NOR WITH ONE ANOTHER. THIS IS NOTHING ELSE THAN TO SLANDER GOOD MEN, AND TO BRING THE CHARGE OF DISSENSION ON THE BROTHERHOOD OF THE DISCIPLES. IN READING THE GOSPELS, THE CLEAR INTENTION OF OUR HEART PERCEIVES THE ERRORS, AND, TO AVOID ALL INJUSTICE, WE ACCEPT WHATEVER IS USEFUL, IN THE WAY OF BUILDING UP OUR FAITH, AND PROMOTING THE GLORY OF THE LORD CHRIST, AND OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD, HIS FATHER, WHILE WE REJECT THE REST AS UNBECOMING THE MAJESTY OF GOD AND CHRIST, AND INCONSISTENT WITH OUR BELIEF. 
3. TO RETURN TO WHAT I SAID OF YOUR NOT ACCEPTING EVERYTHING IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. YOU DO NOT ADMIT CARNAL CIRCUMCISION, THOUGH THAT IS WHAT IS WRITTEN;(1) NOR RESTING FROM ALL OCCUPATION ON THE SABBATH, THOUGH THAT IS ENJOINED;(2) AND INSTEAD OF PROPITIATING GOD, AS MOSES RECOMMENDS, BY OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES, YOU CAST THESE THINGS ASIDE AS UTTERLY OUT OF KEEPING WITH CHRISTIAN WORSHIP, AND AS HAVING NOTHING AT ALL TO RECOMMEND THEM. IN SOME CASES, HOWEVER, YOU MAKE A DIVISION, AND WHILE YOU ACCEPT ONE PART, YOU REJECT THE OTHER. THUS, IN THE PASSOVER, WHICH IS ALSO THE ANNUAL FEAST OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, WHILE IT IS WRITTEN THAT IN THIS OBSERVANCE YOU MUST SLAY A LAMB TO BE EATEN IN THE EVENING, AND THAT YOU MUST ABSTAIN FROM LEAVEN FOR SEVEN DAYS, AND BE CONTENT WITH UNLEAVENED BREAD AND BITTER HERBS,(3) YOU ACCEPT THE FEAST, BUT PAY NO ATTENTION TO THE RULES FOR ITS OBSERVANCE. IT IS THE SAME WITH THE FEAST OF PENTECOST, OR SEVEN WEEKS, AND THE ACCOMPANIMENT OF A CERTAIN KIND AND NUMBER OF SACRIFICES WHICH MOSES ENJOINS:(4) YOU OBSERVE THE FEAST, BUT YOU CONDEMN THE PROPITIATORY RITES, WHICH ARE PART OF IT, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT IN HARMONY WITH CHRISTIANITY. AS REGARDS THE COMMAND TO ABSTAIN FROM GENTILE FOOD, YOU ARE ZEALOUS BELIEVERS IN THE UNCLEANNESS OF THINGS OFFERED TO IDOLS, AND OF WHAT HAS DIED OF ITSELF; BUT YOU ARE NOT SO READY TO BELIEVE THE PROHIBITION OF SWINE'S FLESH, AND HARES, AND CONIES, AND MULLETS, AND CUTTLE-FISH, AND ALL THE FISH THAT YOU HAVE A RELISH FOR, ALTHOUGH MOSES PRONOUNCES THEM ALL UNCLEAN. 
4. I DO NOT SUPPOSE. THAT YOU WILL CONSENT, OR EVEN LISTEN, TO SUCH THINGS AS THAT A FATHER-IN-LAW SHOULD LIE WITH HIS DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, AS JUDAH DID; OR A FATHER WITH HIS DAUGHTERS, LIKE LOT; OR PROPHETS WITH HARLOTS, LIKE HOSEA; OR THAT A HUSBAND SHOULD SELL HIS WIFE FOR A NIGHT TO HER LOVER, LIKE ABRAHAM; OR THAT A MAN SHOULD MARRY TWO SISTERS, LIKE JACOB; OR THAT THE RULERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE MEN YOU CONSIDER AS MOST INSPIRED SHOULD KEEP THEIR MISTRESSES BY HUNDREDS AND THOUSANDS; OR, ACCORDING TO THE PROVISION MADE IN DEUTERONOMY ABOUT WIVES, THAT THE WIFE OF ONE BROTHER, IF HE DIES WITHOUT CHILDREN, SHOULD MARRY THE SURVIVING BROTHER, AND THAT HE SHOULD RAISE UP SEED FROM HER INSTEAD OF HIS BROTHER; AND THAT IF THE MAN REFUSES TO DO THIS, THE FAIR PLAINTIFF SHOULD BRING HER CASE BEFORE THE ELDERS, THAT THE BROTHER MAY BE CALLED AND ADMONISHED TO PERFORM THIS RELIGIOUS DUTY; AND THAT, IF HE PERSISTS IN HIS REFUSAL, HE MUST NOT GO UNPUNISHED, BUT THE WOMAN MUST LOOSE HIS SHOE FROM HIS RIGHT FOOT, AND STRIKE HIM IN THE FACE, AND SEND HIM AWAY, SPAT UPON AND ACCURSED, TO PERPETUATE THE REPROACH IN HIS FAMILY.(5) THESE, AND SUCH AS THESE, ARE THE EXAMPLES AND PRECEPTS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. IF THEY ARE GOOD, WHY DO YOU NOT PRACTICE THEM? IF THEY ARE BAD, WHY DO YOU NOT CONDEMN THE OLD TESTAMENT, IN WHICH THEY ARE FOUND? BUT IF YOU THINK THAT THESE ARE SPURIOUS INTERPOLATIONS, THAT IS PRECISELY WHAT WE THINK OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. YOU HAVE NO RIGHT TO CLAIM FROM US AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT FOR THE NEW TESTAMENT WHICH YOU YOURSELVES DO NOT MAKE FOR THE OLD. 
5. SINCE YOU HOLD TO THE DIVINE AUTHORSHIP OF THE OLD AS WELL AS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, IT WOULD SURELY BE MORE CONSISTENT AND MORE BECOMING, AS YOU DO NOT OBEY ITS PRECEPTS, TO CONFESS THAT IT HAS BEEN CORRUPTED BY IMPROPER ADDITIONS, THAN TO TREAT IT SO CONTEMPTUOUSLY, IF IT IS GENUINE AND UNCORRUPTED. ACCORDINGLY, MY EXPLANATION OF YOUR NEGLECT OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT HAS ALWAYS BEEN, AND STILL IS, THAT YOU ARE EITHER WISE ENOUGH TO REJECT THEM AS SPURIOUS, OR THAT YOU HAVE THE BOLDNESS AND IRREVERENCE TO DISREGARD THEM IF THEY ARE TRUE. AT ANY RATE, WHEN YOU WOULD OBLIGE ME TO BELIEVE EVERYTHING CONTAINED IN THE DOCUMENTS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT BECAUSE I RECEIVE THE TESTAMENT ITSELF, YOU SHOULD CONSIDER THAT, THOUGH YOU PROFESS TO RECEIVE THE OLD TESTAMENT, YOU IN YOUR HEART DISBELIEVE MANY THINGS IN IT. THUS, YOU DO NOT ADMIT AS TRUE OR AUTHORITATIVE THE DECLARATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, THAT EVERY ONE THAT HANGS ON A TREE IS ACCURSED,(1) FOR THIS WOULD APPLY TO JESUS; OR THAT EVERY MAN IS ACCURSED WHO DOES NOT RAISE UP SEED IN ISRAEL,(2) FOR THAT WOULD INCLUDE ALL OF BOTH SEXES DEVOTED TO GOD; OR THAT WHOEVER IS NOT CIRCUMCISED IN THE FLESH OF HIS FORESKIN WILL BE CUT OFF FROM AMONG HIS PEOPLE,(3) FOR THAT WOULD APPLY TO ALL CHRISTIANS; OR THAT WHOEVER BREAKS THE SABBATH MUST BE STONED TO DEATH;(4) OR THAT NO MERCY SHOULD BE SHOWN TO THE MAN WHO BREAKS A SINGLE PRECEPT OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. IF YOU REALLY BELIEVE THESE THINGS AS CERTAINLY ENJOINED BY GOD, YOU WOULD, IN THE TIME OF CHRIST, HAVE BEEN THE FIRST TO ASSAIL HIM, AND YOU WOULD NOW HAVE NO QUARREL WITH THE JEWS, WHO, IN PERSECUTING CHRIST WITH HEART AND SOUL, ACTED IN OBEDIENCE TO THEIR OWN GOD. 
6. I AM AWARE THAT INSTEAD OF BOLDLY PRONOUNCING THESE PASSAGES SPURIOUS, YOU MAKE OUT THAT THESE THINGS WERE REQUIRED OF THE JEWS TILL THE COMING OF JESUS; AND THAT NOW THAT HE IS COME, ACCORDING, AS YOU SAY, TO THE PREDICTIONS OF THIS OLD TESTAMENT, HE HIMSELF TEACHES WHAT WE SHOULD RECEIVE, AND WHAT WE SHOULD SET ASIDE AS OBSOLETE. WHETHER THE PROPHETS PREDICTED THE COMING OF JESUS WE SHALL SEE PRESENTLY. MEANWHILE, I NEED SAY NO MORE THAN THAT IF JESUS, AFTER BEING PREDICTED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, NOW SUBJECTS IT TO THIS SWEEPING CRITICISM, AND TEACHES US TO RECEIVE A FEW THINGS AND TO THROW OVER MANY THINGS, IN THE SAME WAY THE PARACLETE WHO IS PROMISED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT TEACHES US WHAT PART OF IT TO RECEIVE, AND WHAT TO REJECT; AS JESUS HIMSELF SAYS IN THE GOSPEL, WHEN PROMISING THE PARACLETE, "HE SHALL GUIDE YOU INTO ALL TRUTH, AND SHALL TEACH YOU ALL THINGS, AND BRING ALL THINGS TO YOUR REMEMBRANCE."(5) SO THEN, WITH THE HELP OF THE PARACLETE, WE MAY TAKE THE SAME LIBERTIES WITH THE NEW TESTAMENT AS JESUS ENABLES YOU TO TAKE WITH THE OLD, UNLESS YOU SUPPOSE THAT THE TESTAMENT OF THE SON IS OF GREATER VALUE THAN THAT OF THE FATHER, IF IT IS REALLY THE FATHER'S; SO THAT WHILE MANY PARTS OF THE ONE ARE TO BE CONDEMNED, THE OTHER MUST BE EXEMPTED FROM ALL DISAPPROVAL; AND THAT, TOO, WHEN WE KNOW, AS I SAID BEFORE, THAT IT WAS NOT WRITTEN BY CHRIST OR BY HIS APOSTLES. 
7. HENCE, AS YOU RECEIVE NOTHING IN THE OLD TESTAMENT EXCEPT THE PROPHECIES AND THE COMMON PRECEPTS OF PRACTICAL MORALITY, WHICH WE QUOTED ABOVE, WHILE YOU SET ASIDE CIRCUMCISION, AND SACRIFICES, AND THE SABBATH AND ITS OBSERVANCE, AND THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, WHY SHOULD NOT WE RECEIVE NOTHING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT BUT WHAT WE FIND SAID IN HONOR AND PRAISE OF THE MAJESTY OF THE SON, EITHER BY HIMSELF OR BY HIS APOSTLES, WITH THE PROVISO, IN THE CASE OF THE APOSTLES, THAT IT WAS SAID BY THEM AFTER REACHING PERFECTION, AND WHEN NO LONGER IN UNBELIEF; WHILE WE TAKE NO NOTICE OF THE REST, WHICH, IF SAID AT THE TIME, WAS THE UTTERANCE OF IGNORANCE OR INEXPERIENCE, OR, IF NOT, WAS ADDED BY CRAFTY OPPONENTS WITH A MALICIOUS INTENTION, OR WAS STATED BY THE WRITERS WITHOUT DUE CONSIDERATION, AND SO HANDED DOWN AS AUTHENTIC? TAKE AS EXAMPLES, THE SHAMEFUL BIRTH OF JESUS FROM A WOMAN, HIS BEING CIRCUMCISED LIKE THE JEWS, HIS OFFERING SACRIFICE LIKE THE GENTILES, HIS BEING BAPTIZED IN A HUMILIATING MANNER, HIS BEING LED ABOUT BY THE DEVIL IN THE WILDERNESS, AND HIS BEING TEMPTED BY HIM IN THE MOST DISTRESSING WAY. WITH THESE EXCEPTIONS, BESIDES WHATEVER HAS BEEN INSERTED UNDER THE PRETENSE OF BEING A QUOTATION FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT, WE BELIEVE THE WHOLE, ESPECIALLY THE MYSTIC NAILING TO THE CROSS, EMBLEMATIC OF THE WOUNDS OF THE SOUL IN ITS PASSION; AS ALSO THE SOUND MORAL PRECEPTS OF JESUS, AND HIS PARABLES, AND THE WHOLE OF HIS IMMORTAL DISCOURSE, WHICH SETS FORTH ESPECIALLY THE DISTINCTION OF THE TWO NATURES, AND THEREFORE MUST UNDOUBTEDLY BE HIS. THERE IS, THEN, NO REASON FOR YOUR THINKING IT OBLIGATORY IN ME TO BELIEVE ALL THE CONTENTS OF THE GOSPELS; FOR YOU, AS HAS BEEN PROVED, TAKE SO DAINTY A SIP FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT, THAT YOU HARDLY, SO TO SPEAK, WET YOUR LIPS WITH IT. 
8. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: WE GIVE TO THE WHOLE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES THEIR DUE PRAISE AS TRUE AND DIVINE; YOU IMPUGN THE SCRIPTURES OF THE NEW TESTAMENT AS HAVING BEEN TAMPERED WITH AND CORRUPTED. THOSE THINGS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT WHICH WE DO NOT OBSERVE WE HOLD TO HAVE BEEN SUITABLE APPOINTMENTS FOR THE TIME AND THE PEOPLE OF THAT DISPENSATION, BESIDES BEING SYMBOLICAL TO US OF TRUTHS IN WHICH THEY HAVE STILL A SPIRITUAL USE, THOUGH THE OUTWARD OBSERVANCE IS ABOLISHED; AND THIS OPINION IS PROVED TO BE THE DOCTRINE OF THE APOSTOLIC WRITINGS. YOU, ON THE OTHER HAND, FIND FAULT WITH EVERYTHING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT WHICH YOU DO NOT RECEIVE, AND ASSERT THAT THESE PASSAGES WERE NOT SPOKEN OR WRITTEN BY CHRIST OR HIS APOSTLES. IN THESE RESPECTS, THERE IS A MANIFEST DIFFERENCE BETWEEN US. WHEN, THEREFORE, YOU ARE ASKED WHY YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL THE CONTENTS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, BUT, WHILE YOU APPROVE OF SOME THINGS, REJECT A GREAT MANY IN THE VERY SAME BOOKS AS FALSE AND SPURIOUS INTERPOLATIONS, YOU MUST NOT PRETEND TO IMITATE US IN THE DISTINCTION WHICH WE MAKE, REVERENTLY AND IN FAITH, BUT MUST GIVE ACCOUNT OF YOUR OWN PRESUMPTION. 
9. IF WE ARE ASKED WHY WE DO NOT WORSHIP GOD AS THE HEBREW FATHERS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT WORSHIPPED HIM, WE REPLY THAT GOD HAS TAUGHT US DIFFERENTLY BY THE NEW TESTAMENT FATHERS, AND YET IN NO OPPOSITION TO THE OLD TESTAMENT, BUT AS THAT TESTAMENT ITSELF PREDICTED. FOR IT IS THUS FORETOLD BY THE PROPHET: "BEHOLD, THE DAYS COME, SAITH THE LORD, WHEN I WILL MAKE A NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH; NOT ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO BRING THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT."(9) THUS IT WAS FORETOLD THAT THAT COVENANT WOULD NOT CONTINUE, BUT THAT THERE WOULD BE A NEW ONE. AND TO THE OBJECTION THAT WE DO NOT BELONG TO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL OR TO THE HOUSE OF JUDAH, WE ANSWER ACCORDING TO THE TEACHING OF THE APOSTLE, WHO CALLS CHRIST THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, AND SAYS TO US, AS BELONGING TO CHRIST'S BODY, "THEREFORE YE ARE ABRAHAM'S SEED."(2) AGAIN, IF WE ARE ASKED WHY WE REGARD THAT TESTAMENT AS AUTHORITATIVE WHEN WE DO NOT OBSERVE ITS ORDINANCES, WE FIND THE ANSWER TO THIS ALSO IN THE APOSTOLIC WRITINGS; FOR THE APOSTLE SAYS, "LET NO MAN JUDGE YOU IN MEAT OR DRINK, OR IN RESPECT OF A HOLIDAY, OR A NEW MOON, OR OF SABBATHS, WHICH ARE A SHADOW OF THINGS TO COME."(3) HERE WE LEARN BOTH THAT WE OUGHT TO READ OF THESE OBSERVANCES, AND ACKNOWLEDGE THEM TO BE OF DIVINE INSTITUTION, IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE MEMORY OF THE PROPHECY, FOR THEY WERE SHADOWS OF THINGS TO COME; AND ALSO THAT WE NEED PAY NO REGARD TO THOSE WHO WOULD JUDGE US FOR NOT CONTINUING THE OUTWARD OBSERVANCE; AS THE APOSTLE SAYS ELSEWHERE TO THE SAME PURPOSE, "THESE THINGS HAPPENED TO THEM FOR AN EXAMPLE; AND THEY ARE WRITTEN FOR OUR ADMONITION, ON WHOM THE END OF THE AGES ARE COME."(4) SO, WHEN WE READ ANYTHING IN THE BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT WHICH WE ARE NOT REQUIRED TO OBSERVE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, OR WHICH IS EVEN FORBIDDEN, INSTEAD OF FINDING FAULT WITH IT, WE SHOULD ASK WHAT IT MEANS; FOR THE VERY DISCONTINUANCE OF THE OBSERVANCE PROVES IT TO BE, NOT CONDEMNED, BUT FULFILLED. ON THIS HEAD WE HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN REPEATEDLY. 
10. TO TAKE, FOR EXAMPLE, THIS REQUIREMENT ON WHICH FAUSTUS IGNORANTLY GROUNDS HIS CHARGE AGAINST THE OLD TESTAMENT, THAT A MAN SHOULD TAKE HIS BROTHER'S WIFE TO RAISE UP SEED FOR HIS BROTHER, TO BE CALLED BY HIS NAME; WHAT DOES THIS PREFIGURE, BUT THAT EVERY PREACHER OF THE GOSPEL SHOULD SO LABOR IN THE CHURCH AS TO RAISE UP SEED TO HIS DECEASED BROTHER, THAT IS, CHRIST, WHO DIED FOR US, AND THAT THIS SEED SHOULD BEAR HIS NAME? MOREOVER, THE APOSTLE FULFILLS THIS REQUIREMENT NOT NOW IN THE TYPICAL OBSERVANCE, BUT IN THE SPIRITUAL REALITY, WHEN HE REPROVES THOSE OF WHOM HE SAYS THAT HE HAD BEGOTTEN THEM IN CHRIST JESUS BY THE GOSPEL, (5) AND POINTS OUT TO THEM THEIR ERROR IN WISHING TO BE OF PAUL. "WAS PAUL," HE SAYS, "CRUCIFIED FOR YOU? OR WERE YE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF PAUL?"(6) AS IF HE SHOULD SAY, I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU FOR MY DECEASED BROTHER; YOUR NAME IS CHRISTIAN, NOT PAULIAN. THEN, TOO, WHOEVER REFUSES THE MINISTRY OF THE GOSPEL WHEN CHOSEN BY THE CHURCH, JUSTLY DESERVES THE CONTEMPT OF THE CHURCH. SO WE SEE THAT THE SPITTING IN THE FACE IS ACCOMPANIED WITH A SIGN OF REPROACH IN LOOSING A SHOE FROM ONE FOOT, TO EXCLUDE THE MAN FROM THE COMPANY OF THOSE TO WHOM THE APOSTLE SAYS, "LET YOUR FEET BE SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE;"(9) AND OF WHOM THE PROPHET THUS SPEAKS "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THEM WHO PUBLISH PEACE, WHO BRING GOOD TIDINGS OF GOOD!"(8) THE MAN WHO HOLDS THE FAITH OF THE GOSPEL SO AS BOTH TO PROFIT HIMSELF AND TO BE READY WHEN CALLED TO SERVE THE CHURCH, IS PROPERLY REPRESENTED AS SHOD ON BOTH FEET. BUT THE MAN WHO THINKS IT ENOUGH TO SECURE HIS OWN SAFETY BY BELIEVING, AND SHIRKS THE DUTY OF BENEFITING OTHERS, HAS THE REPROACH OF BEING UNSHOD, NOT IN TYPE, BUT IN REALITY. 
11. FAUSTUS NEEDLESSLY OBJECTS TO OUR OBSERVANCE OF THE PASSOVER, TAUNTING US WITH DIFFERING FROM THE JEWISH OBSERVANCE: FOR IN THE GOSPEL WE HAVE THE TRUE LAMB, NOT IN SHADOW, BUT IN SUBSTANCE; AND INSTEAD OF PREFIGURING THE DEATH, WE COMMEMORATE IT DAILY, AND ESPECIALLY IN THE YEARLY FESTIVAL. THUS, ALSO THE DAY OF OUR PASCHAL FEAST DOES NOT CORRESPOND WITH THE JEWISH OBSERVANCE, FOR WE TAKE IN THE LORD'S DAY, ON WHICH CHRIST ROSE. AND AS TO THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, ALL CHRISTIANS SOUND IN THE FAITH KEEP IT, NOT IN THE LEAVEN OF THE OLD LIFE, THAT IS, OF WICKEDNESS, BUT IN THE TRUTH AND SINCERITY OF THE FAITH; NOT FOR SEVEN DAYS, BUT ALWAYS, AS WAS TYPIFIED BY THE NUMBER SEVEN, FOR DAYS ARE ALWAYS COUNTED BY SEVENS. AND IF THIS OBSERVANCE IS SOMEWHAT DIFFICULT IN THIS WORLD SINCE THE WAY WHICH LEADS TO LIFE IS STRAIT AND NARROW, (2) THE FUTURE REWARD IS SURE; AND THIS DIFFICULTY IS TYPIFIED IN THE BITTER HERBS, WHICH ARE A LITTLE DISTASTEFUL. 
12. THE PENTECOST, TOO, WE OBSERVE, THAT IS, THE FIFTIETH DAY FROM THE PASSION AND RESURRECTION OF THE LORD, FOR ON THAT DAY HE SENT TO US THE HOLY PARACLETE WHOM HE HAD PROMISED; AS WAS PREFIGURED IN THE JEWISH PASSOVER, FOR ON THE FIFTIETH DAY AFTER THE SLAYING OF THE LAMB, MOSES ON THE MOUNT RECEIVED THE LAW WRITTEN WITH THE FINGER OF GOD.(3) IF YOU READ THE GOSPEL, YOU WILL SEE THAT THE SPIRIT IS THERE CALLED THE FINGER OF GOD.(4) REMARKABLE EVENTS WHICH HAPPENED ON CERTAIN DAYS ARE ANNUALLY COMMEMORATED IN THE CHURCH, THAT THE RECURRENCE OF THIS FESTIVAL MAY PRESERVE THE RECOLLECTION OF THINGS SO IMPORTANT AND SALUTARY. IF YOU ASK, THEN, WHY WE KEEP THE PASSOVER, IT IS BECAUSE CHRIST WAS THEN SACRIFICED FOR US. IF YOU ASK WHY WE DO NOT RETAIN THE JEWISH CEREMONIES, IT IS BECAUSE THEY PREFIGURED FUTURE REALITIES WHICH WE COMMEMORATE AS PAST; AND THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FUTURE AND THE PAST IS SEEN IN THE DIFFERENT WORDS WE USE FOR THEM. OF THIS WE HAVE ALREADY SAID ENOUGH. 
13. AGAIN, IF YOU ASK WHY, OF ALL THE KINDS OF FOOD PROHIBITED IN THE FORMER TYPICAL DISPENSATION, WE ABSTAIN ONLY FROM FOOD OFFERED TO IDOLS AND FROM WHAT DIES OF ITSELF, YOU SHALL HEAR, IF FOR ONCE YOU WILL PREFER THE TRUTH TO IDLE CALUMNIES. THE REASON WHY IT IS NOT EXPEDIENT FOR A CHRISTIAN TO EAT FOOD OFFERED TO IDOLS IS GIVEN BY THE APOSTLE: "I WOULD NOT," HE SAYS, "THAT YE SHOULD HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH DEMONS." NOT THAT HE FINDS FAULT WITH SACRIFICE ITSELF, AS OFFERED BY THE FATHERS TO TYPIFY THE BLOOD OF THE SACRIFICE WITH WHICH CHRIST HAS REDEEMED US. FOR HE FIRST SAYS, "THE THINGS WHICH THE GENTILES OFFER, THEY OFFER TO DEMONS, AND NOT TO GOD;" AND THEN ADDS THESE WORDS: "I WOULD NOT THAT YE SHOULD HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH DEMONS."(5) IF THE UNCLEANNESS WERE IN THE NATURE OF SACRIFICIAL FLESH. IT WOULD NECESSARILY POLLUTE EVEN WHEN EATEN IN IGNORANCE. BUT THE REASON FOR NOT PARTAKING KNOWINGLY IS NOT IN THE NATURE OF THE FOOD, BUT, FOR CONSCIENCE SAKE, NOT TO SEEM TO HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH DEMONS. AS REGARDS WHAT DIES OF ITSELF, I SUPPOSE THE REASON WHY SUCH FOOD WAS PROHIBITED WAS THAT THE FLESH OF ANIMALS WHICH HAVE DIED OF THEMSELVES IS DISEASED, AND IS NOT LIKELY TO BE WHOLESOME, WHICH IS THE CHIEF THING IN FOOD. THE OBSERVANCE OF POURING OUT THE BLOOD WHICH WAS ENJOINED IN ANCIENT TIMES UPON NOAH HIMSELF AFTER THE DELUGE,(6) THE MEANING OF WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY EXPLAINED, IS THOUGHT BY MANY TO BE WHAT IS MEANT IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, WHERE WE READ THAT THE GENTILES WERE REQUIRED TO ABSTAIN FROM FORNICATION, AND FROM THINGS SACRIFICED, AND FROM BLOOD,(7) THAT IS, FROM FLESH OF WHICH THE BLOOD HAS NOT BEEN POURED OUT. OTHERS GIVE A DIFFERENT MEANING TO THE WORDS, AND THINK THAT TO ABSTAIN FROM BLOOD MEANS NOT TO BE POLLUTED WITH THE CRIME OF MURDER. IT WOULD TAKE TOO LONG TO SETTLE THIS QUESTION, AND IT IS NOT NECESSARY. FOR, ALLOWING THAT THE APOSTLES DID ON THAT OCCASION REQUIRE CHRISTIANS TO ABSTAIN FROM THE BLOOD OF ANIMALS, AND NOT TO EAT OF THINGS STRANGLED, THEY SEEM TO ME TO HAVE CONSULTED THE TIME IN CHOOSING AN EASY OBSERVANCE THAT COULD NOT BE BURDENSOME TO ANY ONE, AND WHICH THE GENTILES MIGHT HAVE IN COMMON WITH THE ISRAELITES, FOR THE SAKE OF THE CORNER-STONE, WHO MAKES BOTH ONE IN HIMSELF;(8) WHILE AT THE SAME TIME THEY WOULD BE REMINDED HOW THE CHURCH OF ALL NATIONS WAS PREFIGURED BY THE ARK OF NOAH, WHEN GOD GAVE THIS COMMAND,- -A TYPE WHICH BEGAN TO BE FULFILLED IN THE TIME OF THE APOSTLES BY THE ACCESSION OF THE GENTILES TO THE FAITH. BUT SINCE THE CLOSE OF THAT PERIOD DURING WHICH THE TWO WALLS OF THE CIRCUMCISION AND THE UNCIRCUMCISION, ALTHOUGH UNITED IN THE CORNER-STONE, STILL RETAINED SOME DISTINCTIVE PECULIARITIES, AND NOW THAT THE CHURCH HAS BECOME SO ENTIRELY GENTILE THAT NONE WHO ARE OUTWARDLY ISRAELITES ARE TO BE FOUND IN IT, NO CHRISTIAN FEELS BOUND TO ABSTAIN FROM THRUSHES OR SMALL BIRDS BECAUSE THEIR BLOOD HAS NOT BEEN POURED OUT, OR FROM HARES BECAUSE THEY ARE KILLED BY A STROKE ON THE NECK WITHOUT SHEDDING THEIR BLOOD. ANY WHO STILL ARE AFRAID TO TOUCH THESE THINGS ARE LAUGHED AT BY THE REST: SO GENERAL IS THE CONVICTION OF THE TRUTH, THAT "NOT WHAT ENTERS INTO THE MOUTH DEFILES YOU, BUT WHAT COMETH OUT OF IT;"(9) THAT EVIL LIES IN THE COMMISSION OF SIN, AND NOT IN THE NATURE OF ANY FOOD IN ORDINARY USE. 
14. AS REGARDS THE DEEDS OF THE ANCIENTS, BOTH THOSE WHICH SEEM SINFUL TO FOOLISH AND IGNORANT PEOPLE, WHEN THEY ARE NOT SO, AND THOSE WHICH REALLY ARE SINFUL, WE HAVE ALREADY EXPLAINED WHY THEY HAVE BEEN WRITTEN, AND HOW THIS RATHER ADDS TO THAN IMPAIRS THE DIGNITY OF SCRIPTURE. SO, TOO, ABOUT THE CURSE ON HIM WHO HANGS ON A TREE, AND ON HIM WHO RAISES NOT UP SEED IN ISRAEL, OUR REPLY HAS ALREADY BEEN GIVEN IN THE PROPER PLACE, WHEN MEETING FAUSTUS' OBJECTIONS.(1) AND IN REPLY TO ALL OBJECTIONS WHATSOEVER, WHETHER WE HAVE ALREADY ANSWERED THEM SEPARATELY, OR WHETHER THEY ARE CONTAINED IN THE REMARKS OF FAUSTUS WHICH WE ARE NOW CONSIDERING, WE APPEAL TO OUR ESTABLISHED PRINCIPLES, ON WHICH WE MAINTAIN THE AUTHORITY OF SACRED SCRIPTURE. THE PRINCIPLE IS THIS, THAT ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT ARE TO BE RECEIVED WITH APPROVAL AND ADMIRATION, AS MOST TRUE AND MOST PROFITABLE TO ETERNAL LIFE; AND THAT THOSE PRECEPTS WHICH ARE NO LONGER OBSERVED OUTWARDLY ARE TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS HAVING BEEN MOST SUITABLE IN THOSE TIMES, AND ARE TO BE VIEWED AS HAVING BEEN SHADOWS OF THINGS TO COME, OF WHICH WE MAY NOW PERCEIVE THE FULFILLMENTS. ACCORDINGLY, WHOEVER IN THOSE TIMES NEGLECTED THE OBSERVANCE OF THESE SYMBOLICAL PRECEPTS WAS RIGHTEOUSLY CONDEMNED TO SUFFER THE PUNISHMENT REQUIRED BY THE DIVINE STATUTE, AS ANY ONE WOULD BE NOW IF HE WERE IMPIOUSLY TO PROFANE THE SACRAMENTS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, WHICH DIFFER FROM THE OLD OBSERVANCES ONLY AS THIS TIME DIFFERS FROM THAT. FOR AS PRAISE IS DUE TO THE RIGHTEOUS MEN OF OLD WHO REFUSED NOT TO DIE FOR THE OLD TESTAMENT SACRAMENTS, SO IT IS DUE TO THE MARTYRS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. AND AS A SICK MAN SHOULD NOT FIND FAULT WITH THE MEDICAL TREATMENT, BECAUSE ONE THING IS PRESCRIBED TO-DAY AND ANOTHER TO-MORROW, AND WHAT WAS AT FIRST REQUIRED IS AFTERWARDS FORBIDDEN, SINCE THE METHOD OF CURE DEPENDS ON THIS; SO THE HUMAN RACE, SICK AND SORE AS IT IS FROM ADAM TO THE END OF THE WORLD, AS LONG AS THE CORRUPTED BODY WEIGHS DOWN THE MIND,(2) SHOULD NOT FIND FAULT WITH THE DIVINE PRESCRIPTIONS, IF SOMETIMES THE SAME OBSERVANCES ARE ENJOINED, AND SOMETIMES AN OLD OBSERVANCE IS EXCHANGED FOR ONE OF A DIFFERENT KIND; ESPECIALLY AS THERE WAS A PROMISE OF A CHANGE IN THE APPOINTMENTS. 
15. HENCE THERE IS NO FORCE IN THE ANALOGY WHICH FAUSTUS INSTITUTES BETWEEN CHRIST'S POINTING OUT TO US WHAT TO BELIEVE AND WHAT TO REJECT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, IN WHICH HE HIMSELF IS PREDICTED, AND THE PARACLETE'S DOING THE SAME TO YOU AS REGARDS THE NEW TESTAMENT, WHERE THERE IS A SIMILAR PREDICTION OF HIM. THERE MIGHT HAVE BEEN SOME PLAUSIBILITY IN THIS, HAD THERE BEEN ANYTHING IN THE OLD TESTAMENT WHICH WE DENOUNCED AS A MISTAKE, OR AS NOT OF DIVINE AUTHORITY, OR AS UNTRUE. WE DO NOTHING OF THE KIND; WE RECEIVE EVERYTHING, BOTH WHAT WE OBSERVE AS RULES OF CONDUCT, AND WHAT WE NO LONGER OBSERVE, BUT STILL RECOGNIZE AS HAVING BEEN PROPHETICAL OBSERVANCES, ONCE ENJOINED AND NOW FULFILLED. AND BESIDES, THE PROMISE OF THE PARACLETE IS FOUND IN THOSE BOOKS, ALL THE CONTENTS OF WHICH YOU DO NOT ACCEPT; AND HIS MISSION IS RECORDED IN THE BOOK WHICH YOU SHRINK FROM EVEN NAMING. FOR, AS IS STATED ABOVE, AND HAS BEEN SAID REPEATEDLY, THERE IS A DISTINCT NARRATIVE IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES OF THE MISSION OF THE SPIRIT ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST, AND THE EFFECT PRODUCED SHOWED WHO IT WAS. FOR ALL WHO FIRST RECEIVED HIM SPOKE WITH TONGUES;(3) AND IN THIS SIGN THERE WAS A PROMISE THAT IN ALL TONGUES, OR IN ALL NATIONS, THE CHURCH OF AFTER TIMES WOULD FAITHFULLY PROCLAIM THE DOCTRINE OF THE SPIRIT AS WELL AS OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON. 
16. WHY, THEN, DO YOU NOT ACCEPT EVERYTHING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT? IS IT BECAUSE THE BOOKS HAVE NOT THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST'S APOSTLES, OR BECAUSE THE APOSTLES TAUGHT WHAT WAS WRONG? YOU REPLY THAT THE BOOKS HAVE NOT THE AUTHORITY OF THE APOSTLES. THAT THE APOSTLES WERE WRONG IN THEIR TEACHING IS WHAT PAGANS SAY. BUT WHAT CAN YOU SAY TO PROVE THAT THE PUBLICATION OF THESE BOOKS CANNOT BE TRACED TO THE APOSTLES? YOU REPLY THAT IN MANY THINGS THEY CONTRADICT THEMSELVES AND ONE ANOTHER. NOTHING COULD BE MORE UNTRUE; THE FACT IS, YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND. IN EVERY CASE WHERE FAUSTUS HAS BROUGHT FORWARD WHAT YOU THINK A DISCREPANCY, WE HAVE SHOWN THAT THERE WAS NONE; AND WE WILL DO THE SAME IN EVERY OTHER CASE. IT IS INTOLERABLE THAT THE READER OR LEARNER SHOULD DARE TO LAY THE BLAME ON SCRIPTURES OF SUCH HIGH AUTHORITY, INSTEAD OF CONFESSING HIS OWN STUPIDITY. DID THE PARACLETE TEACH YOU THAT THESE WRITINGS ARE NOT OF THE APOSTLES' AUTHORSHIP, BUT WRITTEN BY OTHERS UNDER THEIR NAMES? BUT WHERE IS THE PROOF THAT IT WAS THE PARACLETE FROM WHOM YOU LEARNED THIS? IF YOU SAY THAT THE PARACLETE WAS PROMISED AND SENT BY CHRIST, WE REPLY THAT YOUR PARACLETE WAS NEITHER PROMISED NOR SENT BY CHRIST; AND WE ALSO SHOW YOU WHEN HE SENT THE PARACLETE WHOM HE PROMISED. WHAT PROOF HAVE YOU THAT CHRIST SENT YOUR PARACLETE? WHERE DO YOU GET THE EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT OF YOUR INFORMANT, OR RATHER MIS-INFORMANT? YOU REPLY THAT YOU FIND THE PROOF IN THE GOSPEL. IN WHAT GOSPEL? YOU DO NOT ACCEPT ALL THE GOSPEL, AND YOU SAY THAT IT HAS BEEN TAMPERED WITH. WILL YOU FIRST ACCUSE YOUR WITNESS OF CORRUPTION, AND THEN CALL FOR HIS EVIDENCE? TO BELIEVE HIM WHEN YOU WISH IT, AND THEN DISBELIEVE HIM WHEN YOU WISH IT, IS TO BELIEVE NOBODY BUT YOURSELF. IF WE WERE PREPARED TO BELIEVE YOU, THERE WOULD BE NO NEED OF A WITNESS AT ALL. MOREOVER, IN THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AS THE PARACLETE, IT IS SAID, "HE SHALL LEAD YOU INTO ALL TRUTH;"(1) BUT HOW CAN YOU BE LED INTO ALL TRUTH BY ONE WHO TEACHES YOU THAT CHRIST WAS A DECEIVER? AND AGAIN, IF YOU WERE TO PROVE THAT ALL THAT IS SAID IN THE GOSPEL OF THE PROMISE OF THE PARACLETE COULD APPLY TO NO ONE BUT MANICHAEUS, AS THE PREDICTIONS OF THE PROPHETS ARE APPLICABLE TO CHRIST; AND IF YOU QUOTED PASSAGES FROM THOSE MANUSCRIPTS WHICH YOU SAY ARE GENUINE, WE MIGHT SAY THAT ON THIS VERY POINT, AS PROVING MANICHAEUS TO BE THE ONLY PERSON INTENDED, THE PASSAGES HAVE BEEN ALTERED IN THE INTEREST OF YOUR SECT. YOUR ONLY ANSWER TO THIS WOULD BE, THAT YOU COULD NOT POSSIBLY ALTER DOCUMENTS ALREADY IN THE POSSESSION OF ALL CHRISTIANS; FOR AT THE VERY OUTSET OF SUCH AN ATTEMPT, IT WOULD BE MET BY AN APPEAL TO OLDER COPIES. BUT IF THIS PROVES THAT THE BOOKS COULD NOT BE CORRUPTED BY YOU, IT ALSO PROVES THAT THEY COULD NOT BE CORRUPTED BY ANY ONE. THE FIRST PERSON WHO VENTURED TO DO SUCH A THING WOULD BE CONVICTED BY A COMPARISON OF OLDER MANUSCRIPTS; ESPECIALLY AS THE SCRIPTURE IS TO BE FOUND NOT IN ONE LANGUAGE ONLY, BUT IN MANY. AS IT IS, FALSE READINGS ARE SOMETIMES CORRECTED BY COMPARING OLDER COPIES OR THE ORIGINAL LANGUAGE. HENCE YOU MUST EITHER ACKNOWLEDGE THESE DOCUMENTS AS GENUINE, AND THEN YOUR HERESY CANNOT STAND A MOMENT; OR IF THEY ARE SPURIOUS, YOU CANNOT USE THEIR AUTHORITY IN SUPPORT OF YOUR DOCTRINE OF THE PARACLETE, AND SO YOU REFUTE YOURSELVES. 
17. FURTHER, WHAT IS SAID IN THE PROMISE OF THE PARACLETE SHOWS THAT IT CANNOT POSSIBLY REFER TO MANICHAEUS, WHO CAME SO MANY YEARS AFTER. FOR IT IS DISTINCTLY SAID BY JOHN, THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS TO COME IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION OF THE LORD: "FOR THE SPIRIT WAS NOT YET GIVEN, BECAUSE THAT JESUS WAS NOT YET GLORIFIED."(2) NOW, IF THE REASON WHY THE SPIRIT WAS NOT GIVEN WAS, THAT JESUS WAS NOT GLORIFIED, HE WOULD NECESSARILY BE GIVEN IMMEDIATELY ON THE GLORIFICATION OF JESUS. IN THE SAME WAY, THE CATAPHRYGIANS (3) SAID THAT THEY HAD RECEIVED THE PROMISED PARACLETE; AND SO, THEY FELL AWAY FROM THE CATHOLIC FAITH, FORBIDDING WHAT PAUL ALLOWED, AND CONDEMNING SECOND MARRIAGES, WHICH HE MADE LAWFUL. THEY TURNED TO THEIR OWN USE THE WORDS SPOKEN OF THE SPIRIT, "HE SHALL LEAD YOU INTO ALL TRUTH," AS IF, FORSOOTH, PAUL AND THE OTHER APOSTLES HAD NOT TAUGHT ALL THE TRUTH, BUT HAD LEFT ROOM FOR THE PARACLETE OF THE CATAPHRYGIANS. THE SAME MEANING, THEY FORCED FROM THE WORDS OF PAUL: "WE KNOW IN PART, AND WE PROPHESY IN PART; BUT WHEN THAT WHICH IS PERFECT IS COME, THEN THAT WHICH IS IN PART SHALL BE DONE AWAY;"(4) MAKING OUT THAT THE APOSTLE KNEW AND PROPHESIED IN PART, WHEN HE SAID, "LET HIM DO WHAT HE WILL; IF HE MARRIES. HE SINNED NOT,"(5) AND THAT THIS IS DONE AWAY BY THE PERFECTION OF THE PHRYGIAN PARACLETE.(6) AND IF THEY ARE TOLD THAT THEY ARE CONDEMNED BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCH, WHICH IS THE SUBJECT OF SUCH ANCIENT PROMISES, AND IS SPREAD ALL OVER THE WORLD, THEY REPLY THAT THIS IS IN EXACT FULFILLMENT OF WHAT IS SAID OF THE PARACLETE, THAT THE WORLD CANNOT RECEIVE HIM.(7) AND ARE NOT THOSE PASSAGES, "HE SHALL LEAD YOU INTO ALL TRUTH," AND, "WHEN THAT WHICH IS PERFECT IS COME, THAT WHICH IS IN PART SHALL BE DONE AWAY," AND, "THE WORLD CANNOT RECEIVE HIM," PRECISELY THOSE IN WHICH YOU FIND A PREDICTION OF MANICHAEUS? AND, SO EVERY HERESY ARISING UNDER THE NAME OF THE PARACLETE WILL HAVE THE BOLDNESS TO MAKE AN EQUALLY PLAUSIBLE APPLICATION TO ITSELF OF SUCH TEXTS. FOR THERE IS NO HERESY BUT WILL CALL ITSELF THE TRUTH; AND THE PROUDER IT IS, THE MORE LIKELY IT WILL BE TO CALL ITSELF PERFECT TRUTH: AND SO IT WILL PROFESS TO LEAD INTO ALL TRUTH; AND SINCE THAT WHICH IS PERFECT HAS COME BY IT, IT WILL TRY TO DO AWAY WITH THE DOCTRINE OF THE APOSTLES, TO WHICH ITS OWN ERRORS ARE OPPOSED. AND AS THE CHURCH HOLDS BY THE EARNEST ADMONITION OF THE APOSTLE, THAT "WHOEVER PREACHES ANOTHER GOSPEL TO YOU THAN THAT WHICH YE HAVE RECEIVED, LET HIM BE ACCURSED;"(8) WHEN THE HERETICAL PREACHER BEGINS TO BE PRONOUNCED ACCURSED BY ALL THE WORLD, WILL HE NOT FORTHWITH EXCLAIM, THIS IS WHAT IS WRITTEN, "THE WORLD CANNOT RECEIVE HIM"? 
18. WHERE, THEN, WILL YOU FIND THE PROOF REQUIRED TO SHOW THAT IT IS FROM THE PARACLETE THAT YOU HAVE LEARNED THAT THE GOSPELS WERE NOT WRITTEN BY THE APOSTLES? ON THE OTHER HAND, WE HAVE PROOF THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE PARACLETE, CAME IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE GLORIFICATION OF JESUS. FOR "HE WAS NOT YET GIVEN, BECAUSE THAT JESUS WAS NOT YET GLORIFIED." WE HAVE PROOF ALSO THAT HE LEADS INTO ALL TRUTH, FOR THE ONLY WAY TO TRUTH IS BY LOVE, AND "THE LOVE OF GOD,': SAYS THE APOSTLE, "IS SHED ABROAD IN OUR HEARTS BY THE HOLY GHOST WHO IS GIVEN UNTO US."(9) WE SHOW, TOO, THAT IN THE WORDS, "WHEN THAT WHICH IS PERFECT IS COME," PAUL SPOKE OF THE PERFECTION IN THE ENJOYMENT OF ETERNAL LIFE. FOR IN THE SAME PLACE HE SAYS: "NOW WE SEE THROUGH A GLASS DARKLY, BUT THEN FACE TO FACE."(10) YOU CANNOT REASONABLY MAINTAIN THAT WE SEE GOD FACE TO FACE HERE. THEREFORE, THAT WHICH IS PERFECT HAS NOT COME TO YOU. IT IS THUS CLEAR WHAT THE APOSTLE THOUGHT ON THIS SUBJECT. THIS PERFECTION WILL NOT COME TO THE SAINTS TILL THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF WHAT JOHN SPEAKS OF: "NOW WE ARE THE SONS OF GOD, AND IT DOTH NOT YET APPEAR WHAT WE SHALL BE; BUT WE KNOW THAT WHEN IT SHALL APPEAR WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM, FOR WE SHALL SEE HIM AS HE IS."(1) THEN WE SHALL BE LED INTO ALL TRUTH BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, OF WHICH WE HAVE NOW RECEIVED THE PLEDGE. AGAIN, THE WORDS, "THE WORLD CANNOT RECEIVE HIM," PLAINLY POINT TO THOSE WHO ARE USUALLY CALLED THE WORLD IN SCRIPTURE--THE LOVERS OF THE WORLD, THE WICKED, OR CARNAL; OF WHOM THE APOSTLE SAYS: "THE NATURAL MAN PERCEIVES NOT THE THINGS WHICH ARE OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD."(2) THOSE ARE SAID TO BE OF THIS WORLD WHO CAN UNDERSTAND NOTHING BEYOND MATERIAL THINGS, WHICH ARE THE OBJECTS OF SENSE IN THIS WORLD; AS IS THE CASE WITH YOU, WHEN, IN YOUR ADMIRATION OF THE SUN AND MOON, YOU SUPPOSE ALL DIVINE THINGS TO RESEMBLE THEM. DECEIVERS. AND BEING DECEIVED, YOU CALL THE AUTHOR OF THIS SILLY THEORY THE PARACLETE. BUT AS YOU HAVE NO PROOF OF HIS BEING THE PARACLETE, YOU HAVE NO RELIABLE GROUND FOR THE STATEMENT THAT THE GOSPEL WRITINGS, WHICH YOU RECEIVE ONLY IN PART, ARE NOT OF APOSTOLIC AUTHORSHIP. THUS, YOUR ONLY REMAINING ARGUMENT IS, THAT THESE WRITINGS CONTAIN THINGS DISPARAGING TO THE GLORY OF CHRIST; SUCH AS, THAT HE WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN, THAT HE WAS CIRCUMCISED, THAT THE CUSTOMARY SACRIFICE WAS OFFERED FOR HIM, THAT HE WAS BAPTIZED, THAT HE WAS TEMPTED OF THE DEVIL. 
19. WITH THOSE EXCEPTIONS, INCLUDING ALSO THE TESTIMONIES QUOTED FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT, YOU PROFESS, TO USE THE WORDS OF FAUSTUS, TO RECEIVE ALL THE REST, ESPECIALLY THE MYSTIC NAILING TO THE CROSS, EMBLEMATIC OF THE WOUNDS OF THE SOUL IN ITS PASSION; AS ALSO THE SOUND MORAL PRECEPTS OF JESUS, AND THE WHOLE OF HIS IMMORTAL DISCOURSE, WHICH SETS FORTH ESPECIALLY THE DISTINCTION OF THE TWO NATURES, AND THEREFORE MUST UNDOUBTEDLY BE HIS. YOUR DESIGN CLEARLY IS TO DEPRIVE SCRIPTURE OF ALL AUTHORITY, AND TO MAKE EVERY MAN'S MIND THE JUDGE WHAT PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE HE IS TO APPROVE OF, AND WHAT TO DISAPPROVE OF. THIS IS NOT TO BE SUBJECT TO SCRIPTURE IN MATTERS OF FAITH, BUT TO MAKE SCRIPTURE SUBJECT TO YOU. INSTEAD OF MAKING THE HIGH AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE THE REASON OF APPROVAL, EVERY MAN MAKES HIS APPROVAL THE REASON FOR THINKING A PASSAGE CORRECT. IF, THEN, YOU DISCARD AUTHORITY, TO WHAT, POOR FEEBLE SOUL, DARKENED BY THE MISTS OF CARNALITY, TO WHAT, I BESEECH YOU, WILL YOU BETAKE YOURSELF? SET ASIDE AUTHORITY, AND LET US HEAR THE REASON OF YOUR BELIEFS. IS IT BY A LOGICAL PROCESS THAT YOUR LONG STORY ABOUT THE NATURE OF GOD CONCLUDES NECESSARILY WITH THIS STARTLING ANNOUNCEMENT, THAT THIS NATURE IS SUBJECT TO INJURY AND CORRUPTION? AND HOW DO YOU KNOW THAT THERE ARE EIGHT CONTINENTS AND TEN HEAVENS, AND THAT ATLAS BEARS UP THE WORLD, AND THAT IT HANGS FROM THE GREAT WORLD-HOLDER, AND INNUMERABLE THINGS OF THE SAME KIND? WHO IS YOUR AUTHORITY? MANICHAEUS, OF COURSE, YOU WILL SAY. BUT UNHAPPY BEING, THIS IS NOT SIGHT, BUT FAITH. IF, THEN, YOU SUBMIT TO RECEIVE A LOAD OF ENDLESS FICTIONS AT THE BIDDING OF AN OBSCURE AND IRRATIONAL AUTHORITY, SO THAT YOU BELIEVE ALL THOSE THINGS BECAUSE THEY ARE WRITTEN IN THE BOOKS WHICH YOUR MISGUIDED JUDGMENT PRONOUNCES TRUSTWORTHY, THOUGH THERE IS NO EVIDENCE OF THEIR TRUTH, WHY NOT RATHER SUBMIT TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE GOSPEL, WHICH IS SO WELL FOUNDED, SO CONFIRMED, SO GENERALLY ACKNOWLEDGED AND ADMIRED, AND WHICH HAS AN UNBROKEN SERIES OF TESTIMONIES FROM THE APOSTLES DOWN TO OUR OWN DAY, THAT SO YOU MAY HAVE AN INTELLIGENT BELIEF, AND MAY COME TO KNOW THAT ALL YOUR OBJECTIONS ARE THE FRUIT OF FOLLY AND PERVERSITY; AND THAT THERE IS MORE TRUTH IN THE OPINION THAT THE UNCHANGEABLE NATURE OF GOD SHOULD TAKE PART OF MORTALITY, SO AS, WITHOUT INJURY TO ITSELF FROM THIS UNION, TO DO AND TO SUFFER NOT FEIGNEDLY, BUT REALLY, WHATEVER IT BEHOOVED THE MORTAL NATURE TO DO AND TO SUFFER FOR THE SALVATION OF THE HUMAN RACE FROM WHICH IT WAS TAKEN, THAN IN THE BELIEF THAT THE NATURE OF GOD IS SUBJECT TO INJURY AND CORRUPTION, AND THAT, AFTER SUFFERING POLLUTION AND CAPTIVITY, IT CANNOT BE WHOLLY FREED AND PURIFIED, BUT IS CONDEMNED BY A SUPREME DIVINE NECESSITY TO ETERNAL PUNISHMENT IN THE MASS OF DARKNESS? 
20. YOU SAY, IN REPLY, THAT YOU BELIEVE IN WHAT MANICHAEUS HAS NOT PROVED, BECAUSE HE HAS SO CLEARLY PROVED THE EXISTENCE OF TWO NATURES, GOOD AND EVIL, IN THIS WORLD. BUT HERE IS THE VERY SOURCE OF YOUR UNHAPPY DELUSION; FOR AS IN THE GOSPELS, SO IN THE WORLD, YOUR IDEA OF WHAT IS EVIL IS DERIVED ENTIRELY FROM THE EFFECT ON YOUR SENSES OF SUCH DISAGREEABLE THINGS AS SERPENTS, FIRE, POISON, AND SO ON; AND THE ONLY GOOD YOU KNOW OF IS WHAT HAS AN AGREEABLE EFFECT ON YOUR SENSES, AS PLEASANT FLAVORS, AND SWEET SMELLS, AND SUNLIGHT, AND WHATEVER ELSE RECOMMENDS ITSELF STRONGLY TO YOUR EYES, OR YOUR NOSTRILS, OR YOUR PALATE, OR ANY OTHER ORGAN OF SENSATION. BUT HAD YOU BEGUN WITH LOOKING ON THE BOOK OF NATURE AS THE PRODUCTION OF THE CREATOR OF ALL, AND HAD YOU BELIEVED THAT YOUR OWN FINITE UNDERSTANDING MIGHT BE AT FAULT WHEREVER ANYTHING SEEMED TO BE AMISS, INSTEAD OF VENTURING TO FIND FAULT WITH THE WORKS OF GOD, YOU WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN LED INTO THESE IMPIOUS FOLLIES AND BLASPHEMOUS FANCIES WITH WHICH, IN YOUR IGNORANCE OF WHAT EVIL REALLY IS, YOU HEAP ALL EVILS UPON GOD. 
21. WE CAN NOW ANSWER THE QUESTION, HOW WE KNOW THAT THESE BOOKS WERE WRITTEN BY THE APOSTLES. IN A WORD, WE KNOW THIS IN THE SAME WAY THAT YOU KNOW THAT THE BOOKS WHOSE AUTHORITY YOU ARE SO DELUDED AS TO PREFER WERE WRITTEN BY MANICHAEUS. FOR, SUPPOSE SOME ONE SHOULD RAISE A QUESTION ON THIS POINT, AND SHOULD CONTEND, IN ARGUING WITH YOU, THAT THE BOOKS WHICH YOU ATTRIBUTE TO MANICHAEUS ARE NOT OF HIS AUTHORSHIP; YOUR ONLY REPLY WOULD BE, TO RIDICULE THE ABSURDITY OF THUS GRATUITOUSLY CALLING IN QUESTION A MATTER CONFIRMED BY SUCCESSIVE TESTIMONIES OF SUCH WIDE EXTENT. AS, THEN, IT IS CERTAIN THAT THESE BOOKS ARE THE PRODUCTION OF MANICHAEUS, AND AS IT IS RIDICULOUS IN ONE BORN SO MANY YEARS AFTER TO START OBJECTIONS OF HIS OWN, AND SO RAISE A DISCUSSION ON THE POINT; WITH EQUAL CERTAINTY MAY WE PRONOUNCE IT ABSURD, OR RATHER PITIABLE, IN MANICHAEUS OR HIS FOLLOWERS TO BRING SUCH OBJECTIONS AGAINST WRITINGS ORIGINALLY WELL AUTHENTICATED, AND CAREFULLY HANDED DOWN FROM THE TIMES OF THE APOSTLES TO OUR OWN DAY THROUGH A CONSTANT SUCCESSION OF CUSTODIANS. 
22. WE HAVE NOW ONLY TO COMPARE THE AUTHORITY OF MANICHAEUS WITH THAT OF THE APOSTLES. THE GENUINENESS OF THE WRITINGS IS EQUALLY CERTAIN IN BOTH CASES. BUT NO ONE WILL COMPARE MANICHAEUS TO THE APOSTLES, UNLESS HE CEASES TO BE A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST, WHO SENT THE APOSTLES. WHO THAT DID NOT MISUNDERSTAND CHRIST'S WORDS EVER FOUND IN THEM THE DOCTRINE OF TWO NATURES OPPOSED TO ONE ANOTHER, AND HAVING EACH ITS OWN PRINCIPLE? AGAIN, THE APOSTLES, AS BECOMES THE DISCIPLES OF TRUTH, DECLARE THE BIRTH AND PASSION OF CHRIST TO HAVE BEEN REAL EVENTS; WHILE MANICHAEUS, WHO BOASTS THAT HE LEADS INTO ALL TRUTH, WOULD LEAD US TO A CHRIST WHOSE VERY PASSION HE DECLARES TO HAVE BEEN AN ILLUSION. THE APOSTLES SAY THAT CHRIST WAS CIRCUMCISED IN THE FLESH WHICH HE TOOK OF THE SEED OF ABRAHAM; MANICHAEUS SAYS THAT GOD, IN HIS OWN NATURE, WAS CUT IN PIECES BY THE RACE OF DARKNESS. THE APOSTLES SAY THAT A SACRIFICE WAS OFFERED FOR CHRIST AS AN INFANT IN OUR NATURE, ACCORDING TO THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE TIME; MANICHAEUS, THAT A MEMBER, NOT OF HUMANITY, BUT OF THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE ITSELF, MUST BE SACRIFICED TO THE WHOLE HOST OF DEMONS BY BEING INTRODUCED INTO THE NATURE OF THE HOSTILE RACE. THE APOSTLES SAY THAT CHRIST, TO SET US AN EXAMPLE, WAS BAPTIZED IN THE JORDAN; MANICHAEUS, THAT GOD IMMERSED HIMSELF IN THE POLLUTION OF DARKNESS, AND THAT HE WILL NEVER WHOLLY EMERGE, BUT THAT THE PART WHICH CANNOT BE PURIFIED WILL BE CONDEMNED TO ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. THE APOSTLES SAY THAT CHRIST, IN OUR NATURE, WAS TEMPTED BY THE CHIEF OF THE DEMONS; MANICHAEUS, THAT PART OF GOD WAS TAKEN CAPTIVE BY THE RACE OF DEMONS. AND IN THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST HE RESISTS THE TEMPTER; WHILE IN THE CAPTIVITY OF GOD, THE PART TAKEN CAPTIVE CANNOT BE RESTORED TO ITS ORIGIN EVEN AFTER VICTORY. TO CONCLUDE, MANICHAEUS, UNDER THE GUISE OF AN IMPROVEMENT, PREACHES ANOTHER GOSPEL, WHICH IS THE DOCTRINE OF DEVILS; AND THE APOSTLES, AFTER THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST, ENJOIN THAT WHOEVER PREACHES ANOTHER GOSPEL SHALL BE ACCURSED. (1) 
BOOK XXXIII.
FAUSTUS DOES NOT THINK IT WOULD BE A GREAT HONOR TO SIT DOWN WITH ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND JACOB, WHOSE MORAL CHARACTERS AS SET FORTH IN THE OLD TESTAMENT HE DETESTS. HE JUSTIFIES HIS SUBJECTIVE CRITICISM OF SCRIPTURE. AUGUSTIN SUMS UP THE ARGUMENT, CLAIMS THE VICTORY, AND EXHORTS THE MANICHAEANS TO ABANDON THEIR OPPOSITION TO THE OLD TESTAMENT NOTWITHSTANDING THE DIFFICULTIES THAT IT PRESENTS, AND TO RECOGNIZE THE AUTHORITY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
1. FAUSTUS SAID: YOU QUOTE FROM THE GOSPEL THE WORDS, "MANY SHALL COME FROM THE EAST AND THE WEST, AND SHALL SIT DOWN WITH ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN,"(1) AND ASK WHY WE DO NOT ACKNOWLEDGE THE PATRIARCHS. NOW, WE SHOULD BE THE LAST TO GRUDGE TO ANY HUMAN BEING THAT GOD SHOULD HAVE COMPASSION ON HIM, AND BRING HIM OUT OF PERDITION TO SALVATION. AT THE SAME TIME, WE SHOULD ACKNOWLEDGE IN SUCH A CASE THE CLEMENCY SHOWN IN THIS ACT OF COMPASSION, AND NOT THE MERIT OF THE PERSON WHOSE LIFE IS UNDENIABLY BLAMEWORTHY. THUS, IN THE CASE OF THE JEWISH FATHERS, ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, WHO ARE MENTIONED BY CHRIST IN THIS VERSE, SUPPOSING IT TO BE GENUINE, ALTHOUGH THEY LED WICKED LIVES, AS WE MAY LEARN FROM THEIR DESCENDANT MOSES, OR WHOEVER WAS THE AUTHOR OF THE HISTORY CALLED GENESIS, WHICH DESCRIBES THEIR CONDUCT AS HAVING BEEN MOST SHOCKING AND DETESTABLE WE ARE READY TO ALLOW THAT THEY MAY, AFTER ALL, BE IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, IN THE PLACE WHICH THEY NEITHER BELIEVED IN, NOR HOPED FOR, AS IS PLAIN ENOUGH FROM THEIR BOOKS. BUT THEN IT MUST BE KEPT IN MIND THAT, AS YOU YOURSELVES CONFESS, IF THEY DID ATTAIN TO WHAT IS SPOKEN OF IN THIS VERSE, IT WAS SOMETHING VERY DIFFERENT FROM THE NETHER DUNGEONS OF WOE TO WHICH THEIR OWN DESERTS CONSIGNED THEM, AND THAT THEIR DELIVERANCE WAS THE WORK OF OUR LORD CHRIST, AND THE RESULT OF HIS MYSTIC PASSION. WHO WOULD GRUDGE TO THE THIEF ON THE CROSS THAT DELIVERANCE WAS GRANTED TO HIM BY THE SAME LORD, AND THAT CHRIST SAID THAT ON THAT VERY DAY HE SHOULD BE WITH HIM IN THE PARADISE OF HIS FATHER? (1) WHO IS SO HARD-HEARTED AS TO DISAPPROVE OF THIS ACT OF BENEVOLENCE? STILL, IT DOES NOT FOLLOW THAT, BECAUSE JESUS PARDONED A THIEF, WE MUST APPROVE OF THE HABITS AND PRACTICES OF THIEVES; ANY MORE THAN OF THE PUBLICANS AND HARLOTS, WHOSE FAULTS JESUS PARDONED, DECLARING THAT THEY WOULD GO INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN BEFORE THOSE WHO BEHAVED PROUDLY.(2) FOR, WHEN HE ACQUITTED THE WOMAN ACCUSED BY THE JEWS AS SINFUL, AND AS HAVING BEEN CAUGHT IN ADULTERY, HE TOLD HER TO SIN NO MORE.(3) IF, THEN, HE HAS DONE SOMETHING OF THE SAME KIND IN THE CASE OF ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, ALL THE PRAISE IS HIS; FOR SUCH ACTIONS TOWARDS SOULS ARE BECOMING IN HIM WHO MAKES HIS SUN TO RISE UPON THE EVIL AND UPON THE GOOD, AND SENDS RAIN ON THE JUST AND ON THE UNJUST.(4) ONE THING PERPLEXES ME IN YOUR DOCTRINE: WHY YOU LIMIT YOUR STATEMENTS TO THE FATHERS OF THE JEWS, AND ARE NOT OF OPINION THAT THE GENTILE PATRIARCHS HAD ALSO A SHARE IN THIS GRACE OF OUR REDEEMER; ESPECIALLY AS THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH CONSISTS OF THEIR CHILDREN MORE THAN OF THE SEED OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB. YOU WILL SAY THAT THE GENTILES WORSHIPPED IDOLS, AND THE JEWS THE ALMIGHTY GOD, AND THAT THEREFORE JESUS HAD REGARD ONLY TO THE JEWS. IT WOULD SEEM FROM THIS THAT THE WORSHIP OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD IS THE SURE WAY TO HELL, AND THAT THE SON MUST COME TO THE AID OF THE WORSHIPPER OF THE FATHER. THAT IS AS YOU PLEASE. FOR MY PART, I AM READY TO JOIN YOU IN THE BELIEF THAT THE FATHERS REACHED HEAVEN, NOT BY ANY MERIT OF THEIR OWN, BUT BY THAT DIVINE MERCY WHICH IS STRONGER THAN SIN. 
2. HOWEVER, THERE IS A DIFFICULTY IN DECIDING AS REGARDS THIS VERSE TOO, WHETHER THE WORDS WERE REALLY SPOKEN TO CHRIST, FOR THERE IS A DISCREPANCY IN THE NARRATIVES. FOR WHILE TWO EVANGELISTS, MATTHEW AND LUKE, BOTH ALIKE TELL OF THE CENTURION WHOSE SERVANT WAS SICK, AND TO WHOM THESE WORDS OF JESUS ARE SUPPOSED TO HAVE APPLIED, THAT HE HAD NOT SEEN SO GREAT FAITH, NO, NOT IN ISRAEL, AS IN THIS MAN, THOUGH A GENTILE AND A PAGAN, BECAUSE HE SAID THAT HE WAS NOT WORTHY THAT JESUS SHOULD COME UNDER HIS ROOF, BUT WISHED HIM ONLY TO SPEAK THE WORD, AND HIS SERVANT SHOULD BE HEALED; MATTHEW ALONE ADDS THAT JESUS WENT ON TO SAY, "VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT MANY SHALL COME FROM THE EAST AND FROM THE WEST, AND SHALL SIT DOWN WITH ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; BUT THE CHILDREN OF THE KINGDOM SHALL BE CAST INTO OUTER DARKNESS." BY THE MANY WHO SHOULD COME ARE MEANT THE PAGANS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE CENTURION, IN WHOM, ALTHOUGH HE WAS A GENTILE, SO GREAT FAITH WAS FOUND; AND THE CHILDREN OF THE KINGDOM ARE THE JEWS, IN WHOM THERE WAS NO FAITH FOUND. LUKE, AGAIN, THOUGH HE TOO MENTIONS THE OCCURRENCE IN HIS GOSPEL AS PART OF THE NARRATIVE OF THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST, SAYS NOTHING OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB. IF IT IS SAID THAT HE OMITTED IT BECAUSE IT HAD BEEN ALREADY SAID BY MATTHEW, WHY DOES HE TELL THE STORY AT ALL OF THE CENTURION AND HIS SERVANT, SINCE THAT, TOO, HAS THE ADVANTAGE OF BEING RECORDED AT LENGTH IN MATTHEW'S INGENIOUS NARRATIVE? BUT THE PASSAGE IS CORRUPT. FOR, IN DESCRIBING THE CENTURION'S APPLICATION TO JESUS, MATTHEW SAYS THAT HE CAME HIMSELF TO ASK FOR A CURE; WHILE LUKE SAYS HE DID NOT, BUT SENT ELDERS OF THE JEWS, AND THAT THEY, IN CASE JESUS SHOULD DESPISE THE CENTURION AS A GENTILE (FOR THEY WILL HAVE JESUS TO BE A THOROUGH JEW), SET ABOUT PERSUADING HIM, BY SAYING THAT HE WAS WORTHY FOR WHOM HE SHOULD DO THIS, BECAUSE HE LOVED THEIR NATION, AND HAD BUILT THEM A SYNAGOGUE;(5) HERE AGAIN TAKING FOR GRANTED THAT THE SON OF GOD WAS CONCERNED IN A PAGAN CENTURION HAVING THOUGHT IT PROPER TO BUILD A SYNAGOGUE FOR THE JEWS. THE WORDS IN QUESTION ARE, INDEED, FOUND IN LUKE ALSO, PERHAPS BECAUSE ON REFLECTION HE THOUGHT THEY MIGHT BE GENUINE; BUT THEY ARE FOUND IN ANOTHER PLACE, AND IN A CONNECTION ALTOGETHER DIFFERENT. THE PASSAGE IS WHERE JESUS SAYS TO HIS DISCIPLES, "STRIVE TO ENTER IN AT THE STRAIT GATE; FOR MANY SHALL COME SEEKING TO ENTER IN, AND SHALL NOT BE ABLE. WHEN ONCE THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE HAS ENTERED IN, AND HAS SHUT TO THE DOOR, YE SHALL BEGIN TO STAND WITHOUT, AND TO KNOCK, SAYING LORD, OPEN TO US. AND HE SHALL ANSWER AND SAY, I KNOW YOU NOT. THEN YE SHALL BEGIN TO SAY, WE HAVE EATEN AND DRUNK IN THY PRESENCE, AND THOU HAST TAUGHT IN OUR STREETS AND SYNAGOGUES; BUT HE SHALL SAY UNTO YOU, I KNOW NOT WHENCE YE ARE; DEPART FROM ME, ALL YE WORKERS OF INIQUITY. THERE SHALL BE WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH, WHEN YE SHALL SEE ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND ALL THE PROPHETS, ENTERING INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND YOU YOURSELVES CAST OUT. AND THEY SHALL COME FROM THE EAST, AND FROM THE WEST, AND FROM THE NORTH, AND FROM THE SOUTH, AND SHALL SIT DOWN IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD."(1) THE PART WHERE IT IS SAID THAT MANY SHALL BE SHUT OUT OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, WHO HAVE ONLY BORNE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST, WITHOUT DOING HIS WORKS, IS NOT LEFT OUT BY MATTHEW; BUT HE MAKES NO MENTION HERE OF ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB. IN THE SAME WAY, LUKE MENTIONS THE CENTURION AND HIS SERVANT, WITHOUT ALLUDING IN THAT CONNECTION TO ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB. SINCE IT IS UNCERTAIN WHEN THE WORDS WERE SPOKEN, WE ARE AT LIBERTY TO DOUBT WHETHER THEY WERE SPOKEN AT ALL. 
3. IT IS NOT WITHOUT REASON THAT WE BRING A CRITICAL JUDGMENT TO THE STUDY OF SCRIPTURES WHERE THERE ARE SUCH DISCREPANCIES AND CONTRADICTIONS. BY THUS EXAMINING EVERYTHING, AND COMPARING ONE PASSAGE WITH ANOTHER, WE DETERMINE WHICH CONTAINS CHRIST'S ACTUAL WORDS, AND WHAT MAY OR MAY NOT BE GENUINE. FOR YOUR PREDECESSORS HAVE MADE MANY INTERPOLATIONS [DIFFERENT NATURE] IN THE WORDS OF OUR LORD, WHICH THUS APPEAR UNDER HIS NAME, WHILE THEY DISAGREE WITH HIS DOCTRINE. BESIDES, AS WE HAVE PROVED AGAIN AND AGAIN, THE WRITINGS ARE NOT THE PRODUCTION OF CHRIST OR OF HIS APOSTLES, BUT A COMPILATION OF RUMORS AND BELIEFS, MADE, LONG AFTER THEIR DEPARTURE, BY SOME OBSCURE SEMI-JEWS, NOT IN HARMONY EVEN WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND PUBLISHED BY THEM UNDER THE NAME OF THE APOSTLES, OR OF THOSE CONSIDERED THE FOLLOWERS OF THE APOSTLES, SO AS TO GIVE THE APPEARANCE OF APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY TO ALL THESE BLUNDERS AND FALSEHOODS. BUT WHATEVER YOU MAKE OF THAT, AS REGARDS THIS VERSE, I REPEAT THAT I DO NOT INSIST ON REJECTING IT. IT IS ENOUGH FOR MY POSITION, THAT, AS I SAID BEFORE, AND AS YOU ARE OBLIGED TO CONFESS, BEFORE THE COMING OF OUR LORD ALL THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS OF ISRAEL LAY IN INFERNAL DARKNESS FOR THEIR SINS. EVEN THOUGH THEY MAY HAVE BEEN RESTORED TO LIGHT AND LIBERTY BY CHRIST, THAT HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE HATEFUL CHARACTER OF THEIR LIVES. WE HATE AND ESCHEW NOT THEIR PERSONS, BUT THEIR CHARACTERS; NOT AS THEY ARE NOW, WHEN THEY ARE PURIFIED, BUT AS THEY WERE, WHEN IMPURE. SO, WHATEVER YOU THINK OF THIS VERSE, IT DOES NOT AFFECT US: FOR IF IT IS GENUINE, IT ONLY ILLUSTRATES CHRIST'S GOODNESS AND COMPASSION; AND IF IT IS SPURIOUS, THOSE WHO WROTE IT ARE TO BLAME. OUR CAUSE IS AS SAFE AS IT ALWAYS IS. 
4. AUGUSTIN REPLIED: POOR SAFETY, INDEED! WHEN YOU CONTRADICT YOURSELF BY HATING THE PATRIARCHS AS IMPURE, AT THE SAME TIME THAT YOU GRIEVE FOR YOUR IMPURE GOD. YOU ALLOW THAT, SINCE THE ADVENT OF THE SAVIOR, THE PATRIARCHS HAVE HAD PURITY RESTORED, AND HAVE ENJOYED THE REST OF THE BLESSED; WHILE YOUR GOD, EVEN AFTER THE SAVIOR'S ADVENT, STILL LIES IN DARKNESS, IS STILL SUNK IN THE OCEAN OF INIQUITY, STILL WALLOWS IN THE MIRE OF ALL UNCLEANNESS. THESE MEN, THEREFORE, WERE NOT ONLY BETTER THAN YOUR GOD IN THEIR LIVES, BUT ALSO HAPPIER IN THEIR DEATH. WHERE WAS THE ABODE OF THE JUST WHO DEPARTED FROM THIS LIFE BEFORE CHRIST'S COMING IN THE FLESH, AND WHETHER THEIR CONDITION ALSO WAS IMPROVED BY THE PASSION OF CHRIST, IN WHOM THEY HAD BELIEVED AS TO COME, AND TO SUFFER, AND TO RISE AGAIN, AND HAD, MOREOVER, FORETOLD THIS IN SUITABLE LANGUAGE UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY, IS TO BE DISCOVERED FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, IF ANY CLEAR DISCOVERY IN THIS MATTER IS POSSIBLE; WE ARE NOT CALLED ON TO ADOPT THE CRUDE NOTIONS OF ALL AND SUNDRY, STILL LESS THE HERETICAL OPINIONS OF MEN WHO HAVE GONE ASTRAY INTO SUCH EGREGIOUS ERROR. THERE IS A VAIN ATTEMPT HERE ON THE PART OF FAUSTUS TO INTRODUCE BY A SIDE-DOOR THE IDEA THAT WE MAY OBTAIN SOMETHING AFTER THIS LIFE BESIDES THE DUE REWARD OF OUR CONDUCT IN THIS LIFE. IT WILL BE BETTER FOR YOU TO ABANDON YOUR ERROR WHILE YOU ARE STILL ALIVE, AND TO EMBRACE AND HOLD THE TRUTHS OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH. OTHERWISE THE EXPECTATIONS OF THE UNRIGHTEOUS WILL BE SADLY DISAPPOINTED WHEN GOD BEGINS TO FULFILL HIS THREATENING’S TO THE UNRIGHTEOUS. 
5. I HAVE ALREADY GIVEN WHAT I CONSIDERED A SUFFICIENT ANSWER TO FAUSTUS' CALUMNIES OF THE LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS. THAT THEY WERE PUNISHED AT THEIR DEATH, OR THAT THEY WERE JUSTIFIED AFTER THE LORD'S PASSION, IS NOT WHAT WE LEARN FROM HIS COMMENDATION OF THEM, WHEN HE ADMONISHED THE JEWS THAT, IF THEY WERE ABRAHAM'S CHILDREN, THEY SHOULD DO THE WORKS OF ABRAHAM, AND SAID THAT ABRAHAM DESIRED TO SEE HIS DAY, AND WAS GLAD WHEN HE SAW IT;(2) AND THAT IT WAS INTO HIS BOSOM, THAT IS, SOME DEEP RECESS OF BLISSFUL REPOSE, THAT THE ANGELS CARRIED THE POOR SUFFERER WHO WAS DESPISED BY THE PROUD RICH MAN.(1) AND WHAT ARE WE TO MAKE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL? IS THERE ANY IDEA OF JUSTIFICATION AFTER DEATH IN HIS PRAISE OF ABRAHAM, WHEN HE SAYS THAT BEFORE HE WAS CIRCUMCISED HE BELIEVED GOD, AND THAT IT WAS COUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS?(2) AND SO MUCH IMPORTANCE DOES HE ATTACH TO THIS, THAT THE SINGLE GROUND WHICH HE SPECIFIES FOR OUR BECOMING ABRAHAM'S CHILDREN, THOUGH NOT DESCENDED FROM HIM IN THE FLESH, IS, THAT WE FOLLOW THE FOOTSTEPS OF HIS FAITH. 
6. YOU ARE SO HARDENED IN YOUR [SEXUAL] ERRORS [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32] AGAINST THE TESTIMONIES OF SCRIPTURE, THAT NOTHING CAN BE MADE OF YOU; FOR WHENEVER ANYTHING IS QUOTED AGAINST YOU, YOU HAVE THE BOLDNESS TO SAY THAT IT IS WRITTEN NOT BY THE APOSTLE, BUT BY SOME PRETENDER UNDER HIS NAME. THE DOCTRINE OF DEMONS WHICH YOU PREACH IS SO OPPOSED TO CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, THAT YOU COULD NOT CONTINUE, AS PROFESSING CHRISTIANS, TO MAINTAIN IT, UNLESS YOU DENIED THE TRUTH OF THE APOSTOLIC WRITINGS. HOW CAN YOU THUS DO INJURY TO YOUR OWN SOULS? WHERE WILL YOU FIND ANY AUTHORITY, IF NOT IN THE GOSPEL AND APOSTOLIC WRITINGS? HOW CAN WE BE SURE OF THE AUTHORSHIP OF ANY BOOK, IF WE DOUBT THE APOSTOLIC ORIGIN OF THOSE BOOKS WHICH ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THE APOSTLES BY THE CHURCH WHICH THE APOSTLES THEMSELVES ROUNDED, AND WHICH OCCUPIES SO CONSPICUOUS A PLACE IN ALL LANDS, AND IF AT THE SAME TIME WE ACKNOWLEDGE AS THE UNDOUBTED PRODUCTION OF THE APOSTLES WHAT IS BROUGHT FORWARD BY HERETICS IN OPPOSITION TO THE CHURCH, WHOSE AUTHORS, FROM WHOM THEY DERIVE THEIR NAME, LIVED LONG AFTER THE APOSTLES? AND DO WE NOT SEE IN PROFANE LITERATURE THAT THERE ARE WELL-KNOWN AUTHORS UNDER WHOSE NAMES MANY THINGS HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED AFTER THEIR TIME WHICH HAVE BEEN REJECTED, EITHER FROM INCONSISTENCY WITH THEIR ASCERTAINED WRITINGS, OR FROM THEIR NOT HAVING BEEN KNOWN IN THE LIFETIME OF THE AUTHORS, SO AS TO BE BANDED DOWN WITH THE CONFIRMATORY STATEMENT OF THE AUTHORS THEMSELVES, OR OF THEIR FRIENDS? TO GIVE A SINGLE EXAMPLE, WERE NOT SOME BOOKS PUBLISHED LATELY UNDER THE NAME OF THE DISTINGUISHED PHYSICIAN HIPPOCRATES, WHICH WERE NOT RECEIVED AS AUTHORITATIVE BY PHYSICIANS? AND THIS DECISION REMAINED UNALTERED IN SPITE OF SOME SIMILARITY IN STYLE AND MATTER: FOR, WHEN COMPARED TO THE GENUINE WRITINGS OF HIPPOCRATES, THESE BOOKS WERE FOUND TO BE INFERIOR; BESIDES THAT, THEY WERE NOT RECOGNIZED AS HIS AT THE TIME WHEN HIS AUTHORSHIP OF HIS GENUINE PRODUCTIONS WAS ASCERTAINED. THOSE BOOKS, AGAIN, FROM A COMPARISON WITH WHICH THE PRODUCTIONS OF QUESTIONABLE ORIGIN WERE REJECTED, ARE WITH CERTAINTY ATTRIBUTED TO HIPPOCRATES; AND ANY ONE WHO DENIES THEIR AUTHORSHIP IS ANSWERED ONLY BY RIDICULE, SIMPLY BECAUSE THERE IS A SUCCESSION OF TESTIMONIES TO THE BOOKS FROM THE TIME OF HIPPOCRATES TO THE PRESENT DAY, WHICH MAKES IT UNREASONABLE EITHER NOW OR HEREAFTER TO HAVE ANY DOUBT ON THE SUBJECT. HOW DO WE KNOW THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE WORKS OF PLATO, ARISTOTLE, CICERO, VARRO, AND OTHER SIMILAR WRITERS, BUT BY THE UNBROKEN CHAIN OF EVIDENCE? SO ALSO, WITH THE NUMEROUS COMMENTARIES ON THE ECCLESIASTICAL BOOKS, WHICH HAVE NO CANONICAL AUTHORITY, AND YET SHOW A DESIRE OF USEFULNESS AND A SPIRIT OF INQUIRY. HOW IS THE AUTHORSHIP ASCERTAINED IN EACH CASE, EXCEPT BY THE AUTHOR'S HAVING BROUGHT HIS WORK INTO PUBLIC NOTICE AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE IN HIS, OWN LIFETIME AND, BY THE TRANSMISSION OF THE INFORMATION FROM ONE TO ANOTHER IN CONTINUOUS ORDER, THE BELIEF BECOMING MORE CERTAIN AS IT BECOMES MORE GENERAL, UP TO OUR OWN DAY; SO THAT, WHEN WE ARE QUESTIONED AS TO THE AUTHORSHIP OF ANY BOOK, WE HAVE NO DIFFICULTY IN ANSWERING? BUT WHY SPEAK OF OLD BOOKS? TAKE THE BOOKS NOW BEFORE US: SHOULD ANY ONE, AFTER SOME YEARS, DENY THAT THIS BOOK WAS WRITTEN BY ME, OR THAT FAUSTUS' WAS WRITTEN BY HIM, WHERE IS EVIDENCE FOR THE FACT TO BE FOUND BUT IN THE INFORMATION POSSESSED BY SOME AT THE PRESENT TIME, AND TRANSMITTED BY THEM THROUGH SUCCESSIVE GENERATIONS EVEN TO DISTANT TIMES? FROM ALL THIS IT FOLLOWS, THAT NO ONE WHO HAS NOT YIELDED TO THE MALICIOUS AND DECEITFUL SUGGESTIONS OF LYING DEVILS, CAN BE SO BLINDED BY PASSION AS TO DENY THE ABILITY OF THE CHURCH OF THE APOSTLES--A COMMUNITY OF BRETHREN AS NUMEROUS AS THEY WERE FAITHFUL--TO TRANSMIT THEIR WRITINGS UNALTERED TO POSTERITY, AS THE ORIGINAL SEATS OF THE APOSTLES HAVE BEEN OCCUPIED BY A CONTINUOUS SUCCESSION OF BISHOPS TO THE PRESENT DAY, ESPECIALLY WHEN WE ARE ACCUSTOMED TO SEE THIS HAPPEN IN THE CASE OF ORDINARY WRITINGS BOTH IN THE CHURCH AND OUT OF IT. 
7. BUT FAUSTUS FINDS CONTRADICTIONS IN THE GOSPELS. SAY, RATHER, THAT FAUSTUS READS THE GOSPELS IN A WRONG SPIRIT, THAT HE IS TOO FOOLISH TO UNDERSTAND, AND TOO BLIND TO SEE. IF YOU WERE ANIMATED WITH PIETY INSTEAD OF BEING MISLED BY PARTY SPIRIT, YOU MIGHT EASILY, BY EXAMINING THESE PASSAGES, DISCOVER A WONDERFUL AND MOST INSTRUCTIVE HARMONY AMONG THE WRITERS. WHO, IN READING TWO NARRATIVES OF THE SAME EVENT, WOULD THINK OF CHARGING ONE OR BOTH OF THE AUTHORS WITH ERROR OR FALSEHOOD, BECAUSE ONE OMITS WHAT THE OTHER MENTIONS, OR ONE TELLS CONCISELY, BUT WITH SUBSTANTIAL AGREEMENT, WHAT THE OTHER RELATES IN DETAIL, SO AS TO INDICATE NOT ONLY WHAT WAS DONE, BUT ALSO HOW IT WAS DONE? THIS IS WHAT FAUSTUS DOES IN HIS ATTEMPT TO IMPEACH THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPELS; AS IF LUKE'S OMITTING SOME SAYING OF CHRIST RECORDED IN MATTHEW IMPLIED A DENIAL ON THE PART OF LUKE OF MATTHEW'S STATEMENT. THERE IS NO REAL DIFFICULTY IN THE CASE; AND TO MAKE A DIFFICULTY SHOWS WANT OF THOUGHT, OR OF THE ABILITY TO THINK. THERE IS, INDEED, A POINT IN THE NARRATIVE OF THE CENTURION WHICH IS DISCUSSED AMONG BELIEVERS, AND ON WHICH OBJECTIONS ARE RAISED BY UNBELIEVERS OF NO GREAT LEARNING, WHO PROVE THEIR QUARRELSOMENESS, WHEN, AFTER BEING INSTRUCTED, THEY DO NOT GIVE UP THEIR ERRORS. THE POINT IS, THAT MATTHEW SAYS THAT THE CENTURION CAME TO JESUS "BESEECHING HIM, AND SAYING;" WHILE LUKE SAYS THAT HE SENT TO JESUS THE ELDERS OF THE JEWS WITH THIS SAME REQUEST, THAT HE WOULD HEAL HIS SERVANT WHO WAS SICK; AND THAT WHEN HE CAME NEAR THE HOUSE HE SENT OTHERS, THROUGH WHOM HE SAID THAT HE WAS NOT WORTHY THAT JESUS SHOULD COME INTO HIS HOUSE, AND THAT HE WAS NOT WORTHY TO COME HIMSELF TO JESUS. HOW, THEN, DO WE READ IN MATTHEW, "HE CAME TO HIM, BESEECHING HIM, AND SAYING, MY SERVANT LIETH AT HOME SICK OF THE PALSY, AND GRIEVOUSLY TORMENTED?"(1) THE EXPLANATION IS, THAT MATTHEW'S NARRATIVE IS CORRECT, BUT BRIEF, MENTIONING THE CENTURION'S COMING TO JESUS, WITHOUT SAYING WHETHER HE CAME HIMSELF OR BY OTHERS, OR WHETHER THE WORDS ABOUT HIS SERVANT WERE SPOKEN BY HIMSELF OR THROUGH OTHERS. BUT IS IT NOT COMMON TO SPEAK OF A PERSON AS COMING NEAR TO A THING, ALTHOUGH HE MAY NOT REACH IT? AND EVEN THE WORD REACH, WHICH IS THE STRONGEST FORM OF EXPRESSION, IS FREQUENTLY USED IN CASES WHERE THE PERSON SPOKEN OF ACTS THROUGH OTHERS, AS WHEN WE SAY HE TOOK HIS CASE TO COURT, HE REACHED THE PRESENCE OF THE JUDGE; OR, AGAIN, HE REACHED THE PRESENCE OF SOME MAN IN POWER, ALTHOUGH IT MAY PROBABLY HAVE BEEN THROUGH HIS FRIENDS, AND THE PERSON MAY NOT HAVE SEEN HIM WHOSE PRESENCE HE IS SAID TO HAVE REACHED. AND FROM THE WORD FOR TO REACH WE GIVE THE NAME OF PREVENTERS TO THOSE WHO BY AMBITIOUS ARTS GAIN ACCESS, EITHER PERSONALLY OR THROUGH FRIENDS, TO THE, SO TO SPEAK, INACCESSIBLE MINDS OF THE GREAT. ARE WE, THEN, IN READING TO FORGET THE COMMON USAGE OF SPEECH? OR MUST THE SACRED SCRIPTURE HAVE A LANGUAGE OF ITS OWN? THE CAVILS OF FORWARD CRITICS ARE THUS MET BY A REFERENCE TO THE USUAL FORMS OF SPEECH. 
8. THOSE WHO EXAMINE THIS MATTER NOT IN A DISPUTATIOUS BUT IN A CALM BELIEVING SPIRIT ARE INVITED TO COME TO JESUS, NOT OUTWARDLY BUT IN HEART, NOT IN BODILY PRESENCE BUT IN THE POWER OF FAITH, AS THE CENTURION DID, AND THEN THEY WILL BETTER UNDERSTAND MATTHEW'S NARRATIVE. TO SUCH IT IS SAID IN THE PSALM "COME UNTO HIM, AND BE ENLIGHTENED; AND YOUR FACES SHALL NOT BE ASHAMED."(2) HENCE WE LEARN THAT THE CENTURION, WHOSE FAITH WAS SO HIGHLY SPOKEN OF, CAME TO CHRIST MORE TRULY THAN THE PEOPLE WHO CARRIED HIS MESSAGE. WE FIND AN ANALOGOUS CASE IN THE WOMAN WITH THE ISSUE OF BLOOD, WHO WAS HEALED BY TOUCHING THE HEM OF CHRIST'S GARMENT. WHEN CHRIST SAID, "SOME ONE HATH TOUCHED ME." THE DISCIPLES WONDERED WHAT CHRIST MEANT BY SAYING, "WHO HATH TOUCHED ME?" "SOME ONE HATH TOUCHED ME," WHEN THE CROWD WAS THRONGING HIM. IN FACT, THEY MADE THIS REPLY: "THE CROWD THRONGED THEE, AND SAY THOU, WHO HATH TOUCHED ME?" (3) NOW, AS THE PEOPLE THRONGED CHRIST WHILE THE WOMAN TOUCHED HIM, SO THE MESSENGERS WERE SENT TO CHRIST, BUT THE CENTURION REALLY CAME TO HIM. IN MATTHEW WE HAVE A NOT INFREQUENT FORM OF EXPRESSION, AND AT THE SAME TIME A SYMBOLICAL IMPORT; WHILE IN LUKE THERE IS A SIMPLE NARRATIVE OF THE WHOLE EVENT, SUCH AS TO DRAW OUR ATTENTION TO THE MANNER IN WHICH MATTHEW HAS RECORDED IT. I WISH ONE OF THOSE PEOPLE WHO FOUND THEIR SILLY OBJECTIONS TO THE GOSPELS ON SUCH TRIFLING DIFFICULTIES WOULD HIMSELF TELL A STORY TWICE OVER, HONESTLY GIVING A TRUE ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAPPENED, AND THAT HIS WORDS WERE WRITTEN DOWN AND READ OVER TO HIM. WE SHOULD THEN SEE WHETHER HE WOULD NOT SAY MORE OR LESS AT ONE TIME THAN AT ANOTHER; AND WHETHER THE ORDER WOULD NOT BE CHANGED, NOT ONLY OF WORDS, BUT OF THINGS; AND WHETHER HE WOULD NOT PUT SOME OPINION OF HIS OWN INTO THE MOUTH OF ANOTHER, BECAUSE, THOUGH HE NEVER HEARD HIM SAY IT, HE KNEW IT PERFECTLY WELL TO BE IN HIS MIND; AND WHETHER HE WOULD NOT SOMETIMES PUT IN A FEW WORDS WHAT HE HAD BEFORE RELATED AT LENGTH. IN THESE AND OTHER WAYS, WHICH MIGHT PERHAPS BE REDUCED TO RULE, THE NARRATIVES OF THE SAME THING BY TWO PERSONS, OR TWO NARRATIVES BY THE SAME PERSON, MIGHT DIFFER IN MANY THINGS WITHOUT BEING OPPOSED, MIGHT BE UNLIKE WITHOUT BEING CONTRADICTORY. THUS, ARE UNDONE ALL THE BANDAGES WITH WHICH POOR MANICHAEANS STIFLE THEMSELVES TO KEEP IN THE SPIRIT OF ERROR, AND TO KEEP OUT ALL THAT MIGHT LEAD TO THEIR SALVATION. 
9. NOW THAT ALL FAUSTUS' CALUMNIES HAVE BEEN REFUTED, THOSE AT LEAST ON THE SUBJECTS HERE TREATED OF AT LARGE AND EXPLAINED FULLY AS THE LORD HAS ENABLED ME, I CLOSE WITH A WORD OF COUNSEL TO YOU WHO ARE IMPLICATED IN THOSE SHOCKING AND DAMNABLE ERRORS, THAT, IF YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THE SUPREME AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE, YOU SHOULD RECOGNIZE THAT AUTHORITY WHICH FROM THE TIME OF CHRIST HIMSELF, THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF HIS APOSTLES, AND THROUGH A REGULAR SUCCESSION OF BISHOPS IN THE SEATS OF THE APOSTLES, HAS BEEN PRESERVED TO OUR OWN DAY THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD, WITH A REPUTATION KNOWN TO ALL. THERE THE OLD TESTAMENT TOO HAS ITS DIFFICULTIES SOLVED, AND ITS PREDICTIONS FULFILLED. IF YOU ASK FOR DEMONSTRATION, CONSIDER FIRST WHAT YOU ARE, HOW UNFIT FOR COMPREHENDING THE NATURE OF YOUR OWN SOUL, NOT TO SPEAK OF GOD; I MEAN AN INTELLIGENT COMPREHENSION, SUCH AS YOU PROFESS TO DESIRE, OR TO HAVE ONCE DESIRED, AND NOT THE NOTIONS OF A CREDULOUS FANCY. ADMITTING THIS INCOMPETENCY, WHICH MUST CONTINUE WHILE YOU REMAIN AS YOU ARE, YOU MAY AT LEAST BE REFERRED TO THE NATURAL CONVICTION OF EVERY HUMAN MIND, UNLESS IT IS CORRUPTED BY ERROR, OF THE PERFECT UNCHANGEABLENESS AND INCORRUPTIBILITY OF THE NATURE AND SUBSTANCE OF GOD. ADMIT THIS, OR BELIEVE IT, AND YOU WILL NO LONGER BE MANICHAEANS, SO THAT IN COURSE OF TIME YOU MAY BECOME CATHOLICS. 
AUGUSTIN: CONCERNING THE NATURE OF GOOD, 
AGAINST THE MANICHAEANS
[DE NATURA BONI CONTRA MANICHAEOS]
C. A.D. 405.
[WRITTEN AFTER THE YEAR 404. IT IS PUT IN THE RETRACTATIONS IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE DE ACTIS CURE FELICE MANICHAEO, WHICH WAS WRITTEN ABOUT THE END OF THE YEAR 404. IT IS ONE OF THE MOST ARGUMENTATIVE OF THE ANTI-MANICHAEAN TREATISES, AND SO ONE OF THE MOST ABSTRUSE AND DIFFICULT. THE LINES OF ARGUMENT HERE PURSUED HAVE ALREADY BEEN EMPLOYED IN PART IN THE EARLIER TREATISES. THE MOST INTERESTING PORTIONS OF THE CONTENTS OF THE TREATISE, AND THE MOST DAMAGING TO THE MANICHAEANS, ARE THE LONG EXTRACTS FROM MANI'S THESAURUS, AND HIS FUNDAMENTAL EPISTLE. A. H. N.]
CHAP. 1. GOD THE [MOST] HIGHEST AND UNCHANGEABLE GOOD, FROM WHOM ARE ALL OTHER GOOD THINGS, SPIRITUAL AND CORPOREAL
THE [TOP MOST] HIGHEST GOOD, THEN WHICH THERE IS NO HIGHER, IS GOD [LORD], AND CONSEQUENTLY HE IS UNCHANGEABLE GOOD, HENCE TRULY ETERNAL AND TRULY IMMORTAL. ALL OTHER GOOD THINGS ARE ONLY FROM HIM, NOT OF HIM. FOR WHAT IS OF HIM, IS HIMSELF. AND CONSEQUENTLY, IF HE ALONE IS UNCHANGEABLE, ALL THINGS THAT HE HAS MADE, BECAUSE HE HAS MADE THEM OUT OF NOTHING, ARE CHANGEABLE. FOR HE IS SO OMNIPOTENT, THAT EVEN OUT OF NOTHING, THAT IS OUT OF WHAT IS ABSOLUTELY NON-EXISTENT, HE IS ABLE TO MAKE GOOD THINGS BOTH GREAT AND SMALL, BOTH CELESTIAL AND TERRESTRIAL, BOTH SPIRITUAL AND CORPOREAL. BUT BECAUSE HE IS ALSO JUST, HE HAS NOT PUT THOSE THINGS THAT HE HAS MADE OUT OF NOTHING ON AN EQUALITY WITH THAT WHICH HE BEGAT OUT OF HIMSELF. BECAUSE, THEREFORE, NO GOOD THINGS WHETHER GREAT OR SMALL, THROUGH WHATEVER GRADATIONS OF THINGS, CAN EXIST EXCEPT FROM GOD; BUT SINCE EVERY NATURE, SO FAR AS IT IS NATURE, IS GOOD, IT FOLLOWS THAT NO NATURE CAN EXIST SAVE FROM THE MOST HIGH AND TRUE GOD: BECAUSE ALL THINGS EVEN NOT IN THE HIGHEST DEGREE GOOD, BUT RELATED TO THE HIGHEST GOOD, AND AGAIN, BECAUSE ALL GOOD THINGS, EVEN THOSE OF MOST RECENT ORIGIN, WHICH ARE FAR FROM THE HIGHEST GOOD, CAN HAVE THEIR EXISTENCE ONLY FROM THE HIGHEST GOOD. THEREFORE, EVERY SPIRIT, THOUGH SUBJECT TO CHANGE, AND EVERY CORPOREAL ENTITY, IS FROM GOD, AND ALL THIS, HAVING BEEN MADE, IS NATURE. FOR EVERY NATURE IS EITHER SPIRIT OR BODY. UNCHANGEABLE SPIRIT IS GOD, CHANGEABLE SPIRIT, HAVING BEEN MADE, IS NATURE, BUT IS BETTER THAN BODY; BUT BODY IS NOT SPIRIT, UNLESS WHEN THE WIND, BECAUSE IT IS INVISIBLE TO US AND YET ITS POWER IS FELT AS SOMETHING NOT INCONSIDERABLE, IS IN A CERTAIN SENSE CALLED SPIRIT. 
CHAP. 2. HOW THIS MAY SUFFICE FOR CORRECTING THE MANICHAEANS
BUT FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO, NOT BEING ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THAT ALL NATURE, THAT IS, EVERY SPIRIT AND EVERY BODY, IS NATURALLY GOOD, ARE MOVED BY THE INIQUITY OF SPIRIT AND THE MORTALITY OF BODY, AND ON THIS ACCOUNT ENDEAVOR TO BRING IN ANOTHER NATURE OF WICKED SPIRIT AND MORTAL BODY, WHICH GOD DID NOT MAKE, WE DETERMINE THUS TO BRING TO THEIR UNDERSTANDING WHAT WE SAY CAN BE BROUGHT. FOR THEY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT NO GOOD THING CAN EXIST SAVE FROM THE HIGHEST AND TRUE GOD, WHICH ALSO IS TRUE AND SUFFICES FOR CORRECTING THEM, IF THEY ARE WILLING TO GIVE HEED. 
CHAP. 3. MEASURE, FORM, AND ORDER, GENERIC GOODS IN THINGS MADE BY GOD
FOR WE CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS WORSHIP GOD, FROM WHOM ARE ALL GOOD THINGS WHETHER GREAT OR SMALL; FROM WHOM IS ALL MEASURE GREAT OR SMALL; FROM WHOM IS ALL FORM GREAT OR SMALL; FROM WHOM IS ALL ORDER GREAT OR SMALL. FOR ALL THINGS IN PROPORTION AS THEY ARE BETTER MEASURED, FORMED, AND ORDERED, ARE ASSUREDLY GOOD IN A HIGHER DEGREE; BUT IN PROPORTION AS THEY ARE MEASURED, FORMED, AND ORDERED IN AN INFERIOR DEGREE, ARE THEY THE LESS GOOD. THESE THREE THINGS, THEREFORE, MEASURE, FORM, AND ORDER, NOT TO SPEAK OF INNUMERABLE OTHER THINGS THAT ARE SHOWN TO PERTAIN TO THESE THREE, THESE THREE THINGS, THEREFORE, MEASURE, FORM, ORDER, ARE AS IT WERE GENERIC GOODS IN THINGS MADE BY GOD, WHETHER IN SPIRIT OR IN BODY. GOD IS, THEREFORE, ABOVE EVERY MEASURE OF THE CREATURE, ABOVE EVERY FORM, ABOVE EVERY ORDER, NOR IS HE ABOVE BY LOCAL SPACES, BUT BY INEFFABLE AND SINGULAR POTENCY, FROM WHOM IS EVERY MEASURE, EVERY FORM, EVERY ORDER. THESE THREE THINGS, WHERE THEY ARE GREAT, ARE GREAT GOODS, WHERE THEY ARE SMALL, ARE SMALL GOODS; WHERE THEY ARE ABSENT, THERE IS NO GOOD. AND AGAIN, WHERE THESE THINGS ARE GREAT, THERE ARE GREAT NATURES, WHERE THEY ARE SMALL, THERE ARE SMALL NATURES, WHERE THEY ARE ABSENT, THERE IS NO NATURE. THEREFORE, ALL NATURE IS GOOD. 
CHAP. 4. EVIL IS [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF MEASURE, FORM, OR ORDER
WHEN ACCORDINGLY, IT IS INQUIRED, WHENCE IS EVIL, IT MUST FIRST BE INQUIRED, WHAT IS EVIL, WHICH IS NOTHING ELSE THAN [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, EITHER OF THE MEASURE, OR THE FORM, OR THE ORDER, THAT BELONG TO NATURE. NATURE THEREFORE WHICH HAS BEEN [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, IS CALLED EVIL, FOR ASSUREDLY WHEN [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT IT IS GOOD; BUT EVEN WHEN [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT, SO FAR AS IT IS NATURE IT IS GOOD, SO FAR AS IT IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED IT IS EVIL. 
CHAP. 5. THE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED NATURE OF A MORE EXCELLENT ORDER SOMETIMES BETTER THAN AN INFERIOR NATURE EVEN [SEXLESSLY] UNCORRUPTED
BUT IT MAY HAPPEN, THAT A CERTAIN NATURE WHICH HAS BEEN RANKED AS MORE EXCELLENT BY REASON OF NATURAL MEASURE AND FORM, THOUGH [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT, IS EVEN YET BETTER THAN ANOTHER INCORRUPT WHICH HAS BEEN RANKED LOWER BY REASON OF AN INFERIOR NATURAL MEASURE AND FORM: AS IN THE ESTIMATION OF MEN, ACCORDING TO THE QUALITY WHICH PRESENTS ITSELF TO VIEW, [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT GOLD IS ASSUREDLY BETTER THAN [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT SILVER, AND CORRUPT SILVER THAN [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT LEAD; SO ALSO IN MORE POWERFUL SPIRITUAL NATURES A RATIONAL SPIRIT EVEN [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED THROUGH AN EVIL WILL IS BETTER THAN AN IRRATIONAL THOUGH [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT, AND BETTER IS ANY SPIRIT WHATEVER EVEN [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT THAN ANY BODY WHATEVER THOUGH [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT. FOR BETTER IS A NATURE WHICH, WHEN IT IS PRESENT IN A BODY, FURNISHES IT WITH LIFE, THAN THAT TO WHICH LIFE IS FURNISHED. BUT HOWEVER CORRUPT MAY BE THE SPIRIT OF LIFE THAT HAS BEEN MADE, IT CAN FURNISH LIFE TO A BODY, AND HENCE, THOUGH [SEXUALLY] CORRUPT, IT IS BETTER THAN THE BODY THOUGH [SEXLESSLY] INCORRUPT. 
CHAP. 6. NATURE WHICH CANNOT BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED IS THE [MOST] HIGHEST GOOD, THAT WHICH CAN, IS SOME GOOD
BUT IF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION TAKE AWAY ALL MEASURE, ALL FORM, ALL ORDER FROM CORRUPTIBLE THINGS, NO NATURE WILL REMAIN. AND CONSEQUENTLY, EVERY NATURE WHICH CANNOT BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED IS THE [MOST] HIGHEST GOOD, AS IS GOD. BUT EVERY NATURE THAT CAN BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED IS ALSO ITSELF SOME GOOD; FOR [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION CANNOT INJURE IT, EXCEPT BY TAKING AWAY FROM OR DIMINISHING THAT WHICH IS GOOD. 
CHAP. 7. THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF RATIONAL SPIRITS IS ON THE ONE HAND VOLUNTARY, ON THE OTHER PENAL
BUT TO THE MOST EXCELLENT CREATURES, THAT IS, TO RATIONAL SPIRITS, GOD HAS OFFERED THIS, THAT IF THEY WILL NOT THEY CANNOT BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED; THAT IS, IF THEY SHOULD MAINTAIN OBEDIENCE UNDER THE LORD THEIR GOD, SO SHOULD THEY ADHERE TO HIS [SEXLESS] INCORRUPTIBLE BEAUTY; BUT IF THEY DO NOT WILL TO MAINTAIN OBEDIENCE, SINCE WILLINGLY THEY ARE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED IN SINS, UNWILLINGLY THEY SHALL BE [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED IN PUNISHMENT, SINCE GOD IS SUCH A GOOD THAT IT IS WELL FOR NO ONE WHO DESERTS HIM, AND AMONG THE THINGS MADE BY GOD THE RATIONAL NATURE IS SO GREAT A GOOD, THAT THERE IS NO GOOD BY WHICH IT MAY BE BLESSED EXCEPT GOD. SINNERS, THEREFORE, ARE ORDAINED TO PUNISHMENT; WHICH ORDINATION IS PUNISHMENT FOR THE REASON THAT IT IS NOT CONFORMABLE TO THEIR NATURE, BUT IT IS JUSTICE BECAUSE IT IS CONFORMABLE TO THEIR FAULT. 
CHAP. 8. FROM THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION AND DESTRUCTION OF INFERIOR THINGS IS THE BEAUTY OF THE UNIVERSE
BUT THE REST OF THINGS THAT ARE MADE OF NOTHING, WHICH ARE ASSUREDLY INFERIOR TO THE RATIONAL SOUL, CAN BE NEITHER BLESSED NOR MISERABLE. BUT BECAUSE IN PROPORTION TO THEIR FASHION AND APPEARANCE ARE THINGS THEMSELVES GOOD, NOR COULD THERE BE GOOD THINGS IN A LESS OR THE LEAST DEGREE EXCEPT FROM GOD, THEY ARE SO ORDERED THAT THE MORE INFIRM YIELD TO THE FIRMER, THE WEAKER TO THE STRONGER, THE MORE IMPOTENT TO THE MORE POWERFUL; AND SO EARTHLY THINGS HARMONIZE WITH CELESTIAL, AS BEING SUBJECT TO THE THINGS THAT ARE PRE-EMINENT. BUT TO THINGS FALLING AWAY, AND SUCCEEDING, A CERTAIN TEMPORAL BEAUTY IN ITS KIND BELONGS, SO THAT NEITHER THOSE THINGS THAT DIE, OR CEASE TO BE WHAT THEY WERE, DEGRADE OR DISTURB THE FASHION AND APPEARANCE AND ORDER OF THE UNIVERSAL CREATION; AS A SPEECH WELL COMPOSED IS ASSUREDLY BEAUTIFUL, ALTHOUGH IN. IT SYLLABLES AND ALL SOUNDS RUSH PAST AS IT WERE IN BEING BORN AND IN DYING. 
CHAP. 9. PUNISHMENT IS CONSTITUTED FOR THE SINNING NATURE THAT IT MAY BE RIGHTLY ORDERED
WHAT SORT OF PUNISHMENT, AND HOW GREAT, IS DUE TO EACH FAULT, BELONGS TO DIVINE JUDGMENT, NOT TO HUMAN; WHICH PUNISHMENT ASSUREDLY WHEN IT IS REMITTED IN THE CASE OF THE CONVERTED, THERE IS GREAT GOODNESS ON THE PART OF GOD, AND WHEN IT IS DESERVEDLY INFLICTED, THERE IS NO INJUSTICE ON THE PART OF GOD; BECAUSE NATURE IS BETTER ORDERED BY JUSTLY SMARTING UNDER PUNISHMENT THAN BY REJOICING WITH IMPUNITY IN SIN; WHICH NATURE NEVERTHELESS, EVEN THUS HAVING SOME MEASURE, FORM, AND ORDER, IN WHATEVER EXTREMITY THERE IS AS YET SOME GOOD, WHICH THINGS, IF THEY WERE ABSOLUTELY TAKEN AWAY, AND UTTERLY CONSUMED, THERE WILL BE ACCORDINGLY NO GOOD, BECAUSE NO NATURE WILL REMAIN. 
CHAP. 10. NATURES [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE, BECAUSE MADE OF NOTHING
ALL [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIBLE NATURES THEREFORE ARE NATURES AT ALL ONLY SO FAR AS THEY ARE FROM GOD, NOR WOULD THEY BE '[SEXUALLY] CORRUPTIBLE IF' THEY WERE OF HIM; BECAUSE THEY WOULD BE WHAT HE HIMSELF IS. THEREFORE, OF WHATEVER MEASURE, OF WHATEVER FORM, OF WHATEVER ORDER, THEY ARE, THEY ARE SO BECAUSE IT IS GOD BY WHOM THEY WERE MADE; BUT THEY ARE NOT IMMUTABLE, BECAUSE IT IS NOTHING OF WHICH THEY WERE MADE. FOR IT IS SACRILEGIOUS AUDACITY TO MAKE NOTHING AND GOD EQUAL, AS WHEN WE WISH TO MAKE WHAT HAS BEEN BORN OF GOD SUCH AS WHAT HAS BEEN MADE BY HIM OUT OF NOTHING. 
CHAP. 11. GOD CANNOT SUFFER HARM, NOR CAN ANY OTHER NATURE EXCEPT BY HIS PERMISSION
WHEREFORE NEITHER CAN GOD'S NATURE SUFFER HARM, NOR CAN ANY NATURE UNDER GOD SUFFER HARM UNJUSTLY: FOR WHEN BY SINNING UNJUSTLY SOME DO HARM, AN UNJUST WILL IS IMPUTED TO THEM; BUT THE POWER BY WHICH THEY ARE PERMITTED TO DO HARM IS FROM GOD ALONE, WHO KNOWS, WHILE THEY THEMSELVES ARE IGNORANT, WHAT THEY OUGHT TO SUFFER, WHOM HE PERMITS THEM TO HARM. 
CHAP. 12. ALL GOOD THINGS ARE FROM GOD ALONE
ALL THESE THINGS ARE SO PERSPICUOUS, SO ASSURED, THAT IF THEY WHO INTRODUCE ANOTHER NATURE WHICH GOD DID NOT MAKE, WERE WILLING TO GIVE ATTENTION, THEY WOULD NOT BE FILLED WITH SO GREAT BLASPHEMIES, AS THAT THEY SHOULD PLACE SO GREAT GOOD THINGS IN SUPREME EVIL, AND SO GREAT EVIL THINGS IN GOD. FOR WHAT THE TRUTH COMPELS THEM TO ACKNOWLEDGE, NAMELY, THAT ALL GOOD THINGS ARE FROM GOD ALONE, SUFFICES FOR THEIR CORRECTION, IF THEY WERE WILLING TO GIVE HEED, AS I SAID ABOVE. NOT, THEREFORE, ARE GREAT GOOD THINGS FROM ONE, AND SMALL GOOD THINGS FROM ANOTHER; BUT GOOD THINGS GREAT AND SMALL ARE FROM THE SUPREMELY GOOD ALONE, WHICH IS GOD. 
CHAP. 13. INDIVIDUAL GOOD THINGS, WHETHER SMALL OR GREAT, ARE FROM GOD
LET US, THEREFORE, BRING BEFORE OUR MINDS, GOOD THINGS HOWEVER GREAT, WHICH IT IS FITTING THAT WE ATTRIBUTE TO GOD AS THEIR AUTHOR, AND THESE HAVING BEEN ELIMINATED LET US SEE WHETHER ANY NATURE WILL REMAIN. ALL LIFE BOTH GREAT AND SMALL, ALL POWER GREAT AND SMALL, ALL SAFETY GREAT AND SMALL, ALL MEMORY GREAT AND SMALL, ALL VIRTUE GREAT AND SMALL, ALL INTELLECT GREAT AND SMALL, ALL TRANQUILITY GREAT AND SMALL, ALL PLENTY GREAT AND SMALL, ALL SENSATION GREAT AND SMALL, ALL LIGHT GREAT AND SMALL, ALL SUAVITY(1) GREAT AND SMALL, ALL MEASURE GREAT AND SMALL, ALL BEAUTY GREAT AND SMALL, ALL PEACE GREAT AND SMALL, AND WHATEVER OTHER LIKE THINGS MAY OCCUR, ESPECIALLY SUCH AS ARE FOUND THROUGHOUT ALL THINGS, WHETHER SPIRITUAL OR CORPOREAL, EVERY MEASURE, EVERY FORM, EVERY ORDER BOTH GREAT AND SMALL, ARE FROM THE LORD GOD. ALL WHICH GOOD THINGS WHOEVER SHOULD WISH TO ABUSE, PAYS THE PENALTY BY DIVINE JUDGMENT; BUT WHERE NONE OF THESE THINGS SHALL HAVE BEEN PRESENT AT ALL, NO NATURE WILL REMAIN. 
CHAP. 14. SMALL GOOD THINGS IN COMPARISON WITH GREATER ARE CALLED BY CONTRARY NAMES
BUT IN ALL THESE THINGS, WHATEVER ARE SMALL ARE CALLED BY CONTRARY NAMES IN COMPARISON WITH GREATER THINGS; AS IN THE FORM OF A MAN BECAUSE THE BEAUTY IS GREATER, THE BEAUTY OF THE APE IN COMPARISON WITH IT IS CALLED DEFORMITY. AND THE IMPRUDENT ARE DECEIVED, AS IF THE FORMER IS GOOD, AND THE LATTER EVIL, NOR DO THEY REGARD IN THE BODY OF THE APE ITS OWN FASHION, THE EQUALITY OF MEMBERS ON BOTH SIDES, THE AGREEMENT OF PARTS, THE PROTECTION OF SAFETY, AND OTHER THINGS WHICH IT WOULD BE TEDIOUS TO ENUMERATE. 
CHAP. 15. IN THE BODY OF THE APE THE GOOD OF BEAUTY IS PRESENT, THOUGH IN A LESS DEGREE
BUT THAT WHAT WE HAVE SAID MAY BE UNDERSTOOD, AND MAY SATISFY THOSE TOO SLOW OF COMPREHENSION, OR THAT EVEN THE PERTINACIOUS AND THOSE REPUGNANT TO THE MOST MANIFEST TRUTH MAY BE COMPELLED TO CONFESS WHAT IS TRUE, LET THEM BE ASKED, WHETHER CORRUPTION CAN HARM THE BODY OF AN APE? BUT IF IT CAN, SO THAT IT MAY BECOME MORE HIDEOUS, WHAT DIMINISHES BUT THE GOOD OF BEAUTY? WHENCE AS LONG AS THE NATURE OF THE BODY SUBSISTS, SO LONG SOMETHING WILL REMAIN. IF, ACCORDINGLY, GOOD HAVING BEEN CONSUMED, NATURE IS CONSUMED, THE NATURE IS THEREFORE GOOD. SO ALSO, WE SAY THAT SLOW IS CONTRARY TO SWIFT, BUT YET HE WHO DOES NOT MOVE AT ALL CANNOT EVEN BE CALLED SLOW. SO, WE SAY THAT A HEAVY VOICE IS CONTRARY TO A SHARP VOICE, OR A HARSH TO A MUSICAL; BUT IF YOU COMPLETELY REMOVE ANY KIND OF VOICE, THERE IS SILENCE WHERE THERE IS NO VOICE, WHICH SILENCE, NEVERTHELESS, FOR THE SIMPLE REASON THAT THERE IS NO VOICE, IS USUALLY OPPOSED TO VOICE AS SOMETHING CONTRARY THERETO. SO ALSO, LUCID AND OBSCURE ARE CALLED AS IT WERE TWO CONTRARY THINGS, YET EVEN OBSCURE THINGS HAVE SOMETHING OF LIGHT, WHICH BEING ABSOLUTELY WANTING, DARKNESS IS THE ABSENCE OF LIGHT IN THE SAME WAY IN WHICH SILENCE IS THE ABSENCE OF VOICE. 
CHAP. 16. PRIVATIONS IN THINGS ARE FITTINGLY ORDERED BY GOD
YET EVEN THESE PRIVATIONS OF THINGS ARE SO ORDERED IN THE UNIVERSE OF NATURE, THAT TO THOSE WISELY CONSIDERING THEY NOT UNFITTINGLY HAVE THEIR VICISSITUDES. FOR BY NOT ILLUMINATING CERTAIN PLACES AND TIMES, GOD HAS ALSO MADE THE DARKNESS AS FITTINGLY AS THE DAY. FOR IF WE BY RESTRAINING THE VOICE FITTINGLY INTERPOSE SILENCE IN SPEAKING, HOW MUCH MORE DOES HE, AS THE PERFECT FRAMER OF ALL THINGS, FITTINGLY MAKE PRIVATIONS OF THINGS? WHENCE ALSO IN THE HYMN OF THE THREE CHILDREN, LIGHT AND DARKNESS ALIKE PRAISE GOD, (1) THAT IS, BRING FORTH PRAISE IN THE HEARTS OF THOSE WHO WELL CONSIDER. 
CHAP. 17. NATURE, IN AS FAR AS IT IS NATURE, NO EVIL
NO NATURE, THEREFORE, AS FAR AS IT IS NATURE, IS EVIL; BUT TO EACH NATURE THERE IS NO EVIL EXCEPT TO BE DIMINISHED IN RESPECT OF GOOD. BUT IF BY BEING DIMINISHED IT SHOULD BE CONSUMED SO THAT THERE IS NO GOOD, NO NATURE WOULD BE LEFT; NOT ONLY SUCH AS THE MANICHAEANS INTRODUCE, WHERE SO GREAT GOOD THINGS ARE FOUND THAT THEIR EXCEEDING BLINDNESS IS WONDERFUL, BUT SUCH AS ANY ONE CAN INTRODUCE. 
CHAP. 18. HYLE, WHICH WAS CALLED BY THE ANCIENTS THE FORMLESS MATERIAL OF THINGS, IS NOT AN EVIL
FOR NEITHER IS THAT MATERIAL, WHICH THE ANCIENTS CALLED HYLE, TO BE CALLED AN EVIL. I DO NOT SAY THAT WHICH MANICHAEUS WITH MOST SENSELESS VANITY, NOT KNOWING WHAT HE SAYS, DENOMINATES HYLE, NAMELY, THE FORMER OF CORPOREAL BEINGS; WHENCE IT IS RIGHTLY SAID TO HIM, THAT HE INTRODUCES ANOTHER GOD. FOR NOBODY CAN FORM AND CREATE CORPOREAL BEINGS BUT GOD ALONE; FOR NEITHER ARE THEY CREATED UNLESS THERE SUBSIST WITH THEM MEASURE, FORM, AND ORDER, WHICH I THINK THAT NOW EVEN THEY THEMSELVES CONFESS TO BE GOOD THINGS, AND THINGS THAT CANNOT BE EXCEPT FROM GOD. BUT BY HYLE I MEAN A CERTAIN MATERIAL ABSOLUTELY FORMLESS AND WITHOUT QUALITY, WHENCE THOSE QUALITIES THAT WE PERCEIVE ARE FORMED, AS THE ANCIENTS SAID. FOR HENCE ALSO WOOD IS CALLED IN GREEK ULH, BECAUSE IT IS ADAPTED TO WORKMEN, NOT THAT ITSELF MAY MAKE ANYTHING, BUT THAT IT IS THE MATERIAL OF WHICH SOMETHING MAY BE MADE. NOR IS THAT HYLE, THEREFORE, TO BE CALLED AN EVIL WHICH CANNOT BE PERCEIVED THROUGH ANY APPEARANCE, BUT CAN SCARCELY BE THOUGHT OF THROUGH ANY SORT OF PRIVATION OF APPEARANCE. FOR THIS HAS ALSO A CAPACITY OF FORMS; FOR IF IT CANNOT RECEIVE THE FORM IMPOSED BY THE WORKMAN, NEITHER ASSUREDLY MAY IT BE CALLED MATERIAL. HENCE IF FORM IS SOME GOOD, WHENCE THOSE WHO EXCEL IN IT ARE CALLED BEAUTIFUL, (2) AS FROM APPEARANCE THEY ARE CALLED HANDSOME, (3) EVEN THE CAPACITY OF FORM IS UNDOUBTEDLY SOMETHING GOOD. AS BECAUSE WISDOM IS A GOOD, NO ONE DOUBTS THAT TO BE CAPABLE OF WISDOM IS A GOOD. AND BECAUSE EVERY GOOD IS FROM GOD, NO ONE OUGHT TO DOUBT THAT EVEN MATTER, IF THERE IS ANY, HAS ITS EXISTENCE FROM GOD ALONE. 
CHAP. 19. TO HAVE TRUE EXISTENCE IS AN EXCLUSIVE PREROGATIVE OF GOD
MAGNIFICENTLY AND DIVINELY, THEREFORE, OUR GOD SAID TO HIS SERVANT: "I AM THAT I AM," AND "THOU SHALT SAY TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. HE WHO IS SENT ME TO YOU."(1) FOR HE TRULY IS BECAUSE HE IS UNCHANGEABLE. FOR EVERY CHANGE MAKES WHAT WAS NOT, TO BE: THEREFORE, HE TRULY IS, WHO IS UNCHANGEABLE; BUT ALL OTHER THINGS THAT WERE MADE BY HIM HAVE RECEIVED BEING FORM HIM EACH IN ITS OWN MEASURE. TO HIM WHO IS HIGHEST, THEREFORE NOTHING CAN BE CONTRARY, SAVE WHAT IS NOT; AND CONSEQUENTLY, AS FROM HIM EVERYTHING THAT IS GOOD HAS ITS BEING, SO FROM HIM IS EVERYTHING THAT BY NATURE EXISTS; SINCE EVERYTHING THAT EXISTS BY NATURE IS GOOD. THUS, EVERY NATURE IS GOOD, AND EVERYTHING GOOD IS FROM GOD; THEREFORE, EVERY NATURE IS FROM GOD [EXCEPT THE FALLEN SEXUAL NATURE NOT FROM GOD]. 
CHAP. 20. PAIN ONLY IN GOOD NATURES
BUT PAIN WHICH SOME SUPPOSE TO BE IN AN ESPECIAL MANNER AN EVIL, WHETHER IT BE IN MIND OR IN BODY, CANNOT EXIST EXCEPT IN GOOD NATURES. FOR THE VERY FACT OF RESISTANCE IN ANY BEING LEADING TO PAIN, INVOLVES A REFUSAL NOT TO BE WHAT IT WAS, BECAUSE IT WAS SOMETHING GOOD; BUT WHEN A BEING IS COMPELLED TO SOMETHING BETTER, THE PAIN IS USEFUL, WHEN TO SOMETHING WORSE, IT IS USELESS. THEREFORE, IN THE CASE OF THE MIND, THE WILL RESISTING A GREATER POWER CAUSES PAIN; IN THE CASE OF THE BODY, SENSATION RESISTING A MORE POWERFUL BODY CAUSES PAIN. BUT EVILS WITHOUT PAIN ARE WORSE: FOR IT IS WORSE TO REJOICE INIQUITY THAN TO BEWAIL CORRUPTION; YET EVEN SUCH REJOICING CANNOT EXIST SAVE FROM THE ATTAINMENT OF INFERIOR GOOD THINGS. BUT INIQUITY IS THE DESERTION OF BETTER THINGS. LIKEWISE IN A BODY, A WOUND WITH PAIN IS BETTER THAN PAINLESS PUTRESCENCE, WHICH IS ESPECIALLY CALLED THE CORRUPTION WHICH THE DEAD FLESH OF THE LORD DID NOT SEE, THAT IS, DID NOT SUFFER, AS WAS PREDICTED IN PROPHECY: "THOU SHALL NOT SUFFER THY HOLY ONE TO SEE CORRUPTION."(2) FOR WHO DENIES THAT HE WAS WOUNDED BY THE PIERCING OF THE NAILS, AND THAT HE WAS STABBED WITH THE LANCE?(3) BUT EVEN WHAT IS PROPERLY CALLED BY MEN CORPOREAL CORRUPTION, THAT IS, PUTRESCENCE ITSELF, IF AS YET THERE IS ANYTHING LEFT TO CONSUME, INCREASES BY THE DIMINUTION OF THE GOOD. BUT IF CORRUPTION SHALL HAVE ABSOLUTELY CONSUMED IT, SO THAT THERE IS NO GOOD, NO NATURE WILL REMAIN, FOR THERE WILL BE NOTHING THAT CORRUPTION MAY CORRUPT; AND SO THERE WILL NOT EVEN BE PUTRESCENCE, FOR THERE WILL BE NOWHERE AT ALL FOR IT TO BE. 
CHAP. 21. FROM MEASURE THINGS ARE SAID TO BE MODERATE-SIZED (4)
THEREFORE, NOW BY COMMON USAGE THINGS SMALL AND MEAN ARE SAID TO HAVE MEASURE, BECAUSE SOME MEASURE REMAINS IN THEM, WITHOUT WHICH THEY WOULD NO LONGER BE MODERATE-SIZED, BUT WOULD NOT EXIST AT ALL. BUT THOSE THINGS THAT BY REASON OF TOO MUCH PROGRESS ARE CALLED IMMODERATE, ARE BLAMED FOR VERY EXCESSIVENESS; BUT YET IT IS NECESSARY THAT THOSE THINGS THEMSELVES BE RESTRAINED IN SOME MANNER UNDER GOD WHO HAS DISPOSED ALL THINGS IN EXTENSION, NUMBER, AND WEIGHT. (5) 
CHAP. 22. MEASURE IN SOME SENSE IS SUITABLE TO GOD HIMSELF
BUT GOD CANNOT BE SAID TO HAVE MEASURE, LEST HE SHOULD SEEM TO BE SPOKEN OF AS LIMITED. YET HE IS NOT IMMODERATE BY WHOM MEASURE IS BESTOWED UPON ALL THINGS, SO THAT THEY MAY IN ANY MEASURE EXIST. NOR AGAIN OUGHT GOD TO BE CALLED MEASURED, AS IF HE RECEIVED MEASURE FROM ANY ONE. BUT IF WE SAY THAT HE IS THE [MOST] HIGHEST MEASURE, BY CHANCE WE SAY SOMETHING; IF INDEED IN SPEAKING OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST MEASURE WE MEAN THE [MOST] HIGHEST GOOD. FOR EVERY MEASURE IN SO FAR AS IT IS A MEASURE IS GOOD; WHENCE NOTHING CAN BE CALLED MEASURED, MODEST, MODIFIED, WITHOUT PRAISE, ALTHOUGH IN ANOTHER SENSE WE USE MEASURE FOR LIMIT, AND SPEAK OF NO MEASURE WHERE THERE IS NO LIMIT, WHICH IS SOMETIMES SAID WITH PRAISE AS WHEN IT IS SAID: "AND OF HIS KINGDOM THERE SHALL BE NO LIMIT."(6) FOR IT MIGHT ALSO BE SAID, "THERE SHALL BE NO MEASURE," SO THAT MEASURE MIGHT BE USED IN THE SENSE OF LIMIT; FOR HE WHO REIGNS IN NO MEASURE, ASSUREDLY DOES NOT REIGN AT ALL. 
CHAP. 23. WHENCE A BAD MEASURE, A BAD FORM, A BAD ORDER MAY SOMETIMES BE SPOKEN OF
THEREFORE A BAD MEASURE, A BAD FORM, A BAD ORDER, ARE EITHER SO CALLED BECAUSE THEY ARE LESS THAN THEY SHOULD BE, OR BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT ADAPTED TO THOSE THINGS TO WHICH THEY SHOULD BE ADAPTED; SO THAT THEY MAY BE CALLED BAD AS BEING ALIEN AND INCONGRUOUS; AS IF ANY ONE SHOULD BE SAID NOT TO HAVE DONE IN A GOOD MEASURE BECAUSE HE HAS DONE LESS THAN HE OUGHT, OR BECAUSE HE HAS DONE IN SUCH A THING AS HE OUGHT NOT TO HAVE DONE, OR MORE THAN WAS FITTING, OR NOT CONVENIENTLY; SO THAT THE VERY FACT OF THAT BEING REPREHENDED WHICH IS DONE IN A BAD MEASURE, IS JUSTLY REPREHENDED FOR NO OTHER CAUSE THAN THAT THE MEASURE IS NOT THERE MAINTAINED. LIKEWISE, A FORM IS CALLED BAD EITHER IN COMPARISON WITH SOMETHING MORE HANDSOME OR MORE BEAUTIFUL, THIS FORM BEING LESS, THAT GREATER, NOT IN SIZE BUT IN COMELINESS; OR BECAUSE IT IS OUT OF HARMONY WITH THE THING TO WHICH IT IS APPLIED, SO THAT IT SEEMS ALIEN AND UNSUITABLE. AS IF A MAN SHOULD WALK FORTH INTO A PUBLIC PLACE NAKED, WHICH NAKEDNESS DOES NOT OFFEND IF SEEN IN A BATH. LIKEWISE, ALSO ORDER IS CALLED BAD WHEN ORDER ITSELF IS MAINTAINED IN AN INFERIOR DEGREE. HENCE NOT ORDER, BUT RATHER DISORDER, IS BAD; SINCE EITHER THE ORDERING IS LESS THAN IT SHOULD BE, OR NOT AS IT SHOULD BE. YET WHERE THERE IS ANY MEASURE, ANY FORM, ANY ORDER, THERE IS SOME GOOD AND SOME NATURE; BUT WHERE THERE IS NO MEASURE, NO FORM, NO ORDER, THERE IS NO GOOD, NO NATURE. 
CHAP. 24. IT IS PROVED BY THE TESTIMONIES OF SCRIPTURE THAT GOD IS UNCHANGEABLE. THE SON OF GOD BEGOTTEN, NOT MADE
THOSE THINGS WHICH OUR FAITH HOLDS AND WHICH REASON IN WHATEVER WAY HAS TRACED OUT, ARE FORTIFIED BY THE TESTIMONIES OF THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES, SO THAT THOSE WHO BY REASON OF FEEBLER INTELLECT ARE NOT ABLE TO COMPREHEND THESE THINGS, MAY BELIEVE THE DIVINE AUTHORITY, AND SO MAY DESERVE TO KNOW. BUT LET NOT THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND, BUT ARE LESS INSTRUCTED IN ECCLESIASTICAL LITERATURE, SUPPOSE THAT WE SET FORTH THESE THINGS FROM OUR OWN INTELLECT RATHER THAN WHAT ARE IN THOSE BOOKS. ACCORDINGLY, THAT GOD IS UNCHANGEABLE IS WRITTEN IN THE PSALMS: "THOU SHALT CHANGE THEM AND THEY SHALL BE CHANGED; BUT THOU THYSELF ART THE SAME."(1) AND IN THE BOOK OF WISDOM, CONCERNING WISDOM: "REMAINING IN HERSELF, SHE RENEWS ALL THINGS."(2) WHENCE ALSO THE APOSTLE PAUL: "TO THE INVISIBLE, INCORRUPTIBLE, ONLY GOD."(3) AND THE APOSTLE JAMES: "EVERY BEST GIVING AND EVERY PERFECT GIFT IS FROM ABOVE, DESCENDING FROM THE FATHER OF LIGHT, WITH WHOM THERE IS NO CHANGEABLENESS, NEITHER OBSCURING OF INFLUENCE."(4) LIKEWISE BECAUSE WHAT HE BEGAT OF HIMSELF IS WHAT HE HIMSELF IS, IT IS SAID IN BRIEF BY THE SON HIMSELF: "I AND THE FATHER ARE ONE."(5) BUT BECAUSE THE SON WAS NOT MADE, SINCE THROUGH HIM WERE ALL THINGS MADE, THUS IT IS WRITTEN "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND GOD WAS THE WORD; THIS WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD. ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS MADE NOTHING;"(6) THAT IS, WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANYTHING MADE. 
CHAP. 25. THIS LAST EXPRESSION MISUNDERSTOOD BY SOME
FOR NO ATTENTION SHOULD BE PAID TO THE RAVINGS OF MEN WHO THINK THAT NOTHING SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD TO MEAN SOMETHING, AND MOREOVER THINK TO COMPEL ANY ONE TO VANITY OF THIS KIND ON THE GROUND THAT NOTHING IS PLACED AT THE END OF THE SENTENCE. THEREFORE, THEY SAY, IT WAS MADE, AND BECAUSE IT WAS MADE, NOTHING IS ITSELF SOMETHING. THEY HAVE LOST THEIR SENSES BY ZEAL IN CONTRADICTING, AND DO NOT UNDERSTAND THAT IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE WHETHER IT BE SAID: "WITHOUT HIM WAS MADE NOTHING," OR "WITHOUT HIM NOTHING WAS MADE." FOR EVEN IF THE ORDER WERE THE LAST MENTIONED, THEY COULD NEVERTHELESS SAY, THAT NOTHING IS ITSELF SOMETHING BECAUSE IT WAS MADE. FOR IN THE CASE OF WHAT IS IN TRUTH SOMETHING, WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE IF IT BE SAID "WITHOUT HIM A HOUSE WAS MADE," SO LONG AS IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT SOMETHING WAS MADE WITHOUT HIM, WHICH SOMETHING IS A HOUSE? SO ALSO, BECAUSE IT IS SAID: "WITHOUT HIM WAS MADE NOTHING," SINCE NOTHING IS ASSUREDLY NOT ANYTHING, WHEN IT IS TRULY AND PROPERLY SPOKEN, IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE WHETHER IT BE SAID: "WITHOUT HIM WAS MADE NOTHING OR WITHOUT HIM NOTHING WAS MADE," OR "NOTHING WAS MADE." BUT WHO CARES TO SPEAK WITH MEN WHO CAN SAY OF THIS VERY EXPRESSION OF MINE "IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE," "THEREFORE IT MAKES SOME DIFFERENCE, FOR NOTHING ITSELF IS SOMETHING?" BUT THOSE WHOSE BRAINS ARE NOT ADDLED, SEE IT AS A THING MOST MANIFEST THAT THIS SOMETHING IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD WHEN IT SAYS "IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE," AS WHEN I SAY "IT MATTERS IN NO RESPECT." BUT THESE, IF THEY SHOULD SAY TO ANY ONE, "WHAT HAST THOU DONE?" AND HE SHOULD REPLY THAT HE HAS DONE NOTHING, WOULD, ACCORDING TO THIS MODE OF DISPUTATION, FALSELY ACCUSE HIM SAYING, "THOU HAST DONE SOMETHING, THEREFORE, BECAUSE THOU HAST DONE NOTHING; FOR NOTHING IS ITSELF SOMETHING." BUT THEY HAVE ALSO THE LORD HIMSELF PLACING THIS WORD AT THE END OF A SENTENCE, WHEN HE SAYS: "AND IN SECRET HAVE I SPOKEN NOTHING."(7) LET THEM READ, THEREFORE, AND BE SILENT. (8) 
CHAP. 26. THAT CREATURES ARE MADE OF NOTHING
BECAUSE THEREFORE GOD MADE ALL THINGS WHICH HE DID NOT BEGET OF HIMSELF, NOT OF THOSE THINGS THAT ALREADY EXISTED, BUT OF THOSE THINGS THAT DID NOT EXIST AT ALL, THAT IS, OF NOTHING," THE APOSTLE PAUL SAYS: "WHO CALLS THE THINGS THAT ARE NOT AS IF THEY ARE."(9) BUT STILL MORE PLAINLY IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF MACCABEES: "I PRAY THEE, SON, LOOK AT THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND ALL THE THINGS THAT ARE IN THEM; SEE AND KNOW THAT IT WAS NOT THESE OF WHICH THE LORD GOD MADE US."(1) AND FROM THIS THAT IS WRITTEN IN THE PSALM: "HE SPOKE, AND THEY WERE MADE."(2) IT IS MANIFEST. THAT NOT OF HIMSELF HE BEGAT THESE THINGS, BUT THAT HE MADE THEM BY WORD AND COMMAND. BUT WHAT IS NOT OF HIMSELF IS ASSUREDLY OF NOTHING. FOR THERE WAS NOT ANYTHING OF WHICH HE SHOULD MAKE THEM, CONCERNING WHICH THE APOSTLE SAYS MOST OPENLY: "FOR FROM HIM, AND THROUGH HIM, AND IN HIM ARE ALL THINGS."(3) 
CHAP. 27. "FROM HIM" AND "OF HIM" DO NOT MEAN THE SAME THING
BUT "FROM HIM" DOES NOT MEAN THE SAME AS "OF HIM."(4) FOR WHAT IS OF HIM MAY BE SAID TO BE FROM HIM; BUT NOT EVERYTHING THAT IS FROM HIM IS RIGHTLY SAID TO BE OF HIM. FOR FROM HIM ARE HEAVEN AND EARTH, BECAUSE HE MADE THEM; BUT NOT OF HIM BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT OF HIS SUBSTANCE. AS IN THE CASE OF A MAN WHO BEGETS A SON AND MAKES A HOUSE, FROM HIMSELF IS THE SON, FROM HIMSELF IS THE HOUSE, BUT THE SON IS OF HIM, THE HOUSE IS OF EARTH AND WOOD. BUT THIS IS SO, BECAUSE AS A MAN HE CANNOT MAKE SOMETHING EVEN OF NOTHING; BUT GOD OF WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, THROUGH WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, IN WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, HAD NO NEED OF ANY MATERIAL WHICH HE HAD NOT MADE TO ASSIST HIS OMNIPOTENCE. 
CHAP. 28. SIN NOT FROM GOD, BUT FROM THE WILL OF THOSE SINNING [JAMES 1:13-15]
BUT WHEN WE HEAR: "ALL THINGS ARE FROM HIM, AND THROUGH HIM, AND IN HIM," WE OUGHT ASSUREDLY TO UNDERSTAND ALL NATURES WHICH NATURALLY EXIST. FOR SINS, WHICH DO NOT PRESERVE BUT VITIATE NATURE, ARE NOT FROM HIM; WHICH SINS, HOLY SCRIPTURE IN MANY WAYS TESTIFIES, ARE FROM THE WILL OF THOSE SINNING, ESPECIALLY IN THE PASSAGE WHERE THE APOSTLE SAYS: "BUT DOST THOU SUPPOSE THIS, O MAN, THAT JUDGE THOSE WHO DO SUCH THINGS, AND DOES THEM, THAT THOU SHALL ESCAPE THE JUDGMENT OF GOD? OR DOST THOU DESPISE THE RICHES OF HIS GOODNESS, AND PATIENCE, AND LONG- SUFFERING, NOT KNOWING THAT THE PATIENCE OF GOD LEADETH THEE TO REPENTANCE? BUT ACCORDING TO THE HARDNESS OF THY HEART AND THY IMPENITENT HEART, THOU TREASURED UP FOR THYSELF WRATH AGAINST THE DAY OF WRATH AND OF THE REVELATION OF THE JUST JUDGMENT OF GOD, WHO WILL RENDER UNTO EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS."(5) 
CHAP. 29. THAT GOD IS NOT [SEXUALLY] DEFILED BY OUR SINS
AND YET, THOUGH ALL THINGS THAT HE ESTABLISHED ARE IN HIM, THOSE WHO SIN DO NOT DEFILE HIM, OF WHOSE WISDOM IT IS SAID: "SHE TOUCHES ALL THINGS BY REASON OF HER PURITY, AND NOTHING DEFILED ASSAILS HER."(6) FOR IT BEHOOVES US TO BELIEVE THAT AS GOD IS INCORRUPTIBLE AND UNCHANGEABLE, SO ALSO IS HE CONSEQUENTLY UNDEFINABLE. 
CHAP. 30. THAT GOOD THINGS, EVEN THE LEAST, AND THOSE THAT ARE EARTHLY, ARE BY GOD
BUT THAT GOD MADE EVEN THE LEAST THINGS, THAT IS, EARTHLY AND MORTAL THINGS, MUST UNDOUBTEDLY BE UNDERSTOOD FROM THAT PASSAGE OF THE APOSTLE, WHERE, SPEAKING OF THE MEMBERS OF OUR FLESH: "FOR IF ONE MEMBER IS GLORIFIED, ALL THE MEMBERS REJOICE WITH IT, AND IF ONE MEMBER SUFFERS, ALL THE MEMBERS SUFFER WITH IT;" ALSO THIS HE THEN SAYS: "GOD HAS PLACED THE MEMBERS EACH ONE OF THEM IN THE BODY AS HE WILLED;" AND "GOD HAS TEMPERED THE BODY, GIVING TO THAT TO WHICH IT WAS WANTING GREATER HONOR, THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO SCHISM IN THE BODY, BUT THAT THE MEMBERS SHOULD HAVE THE SAME CARE ONE FOR ANOTHER."(7) BUT WHAT THE APOSTLE THUS PRAISES IN THE MEASURE AND FORM AND ORDER OF THE MEMBERS OF THE FLESH, YOU FIND IN THE FLESH OF ALL ANIMALS, ALIKE THE GREATEST AND THE LEAST; FOR ALL FLESH IS AMONG EARTHLY GOODS, AND CONSEQUENTLY IS ESTEEMED AMONG THE LEAST. 
CHAP. 31. TO PUNISH AND TO FORGIVE SINS BELONG EQUALLY TO GOD
LIKEWISE, BECAUSE IT BELONGS TO DIVINE JUDGMENT, NOT HUMAN, WHAT SORT OF PUNISHMENT AND HOW GREAT IS DUE TO EVERY. FAULT, IT IS THUS WRITTEN: "O THE HEIGHT OF THE RICHES OF THE WISDOM AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD! HOW INSCRUTABLE ARE HIS JUDGMENTS AND HIS WAYS PAST FINDING OUT!"(8) LIKEWISE BECAUSE BY THE GOODNESS OF GOD SINS ARE FORGIVEN TO THE CONVERTED, THE VERY FACT THAT CHRIST WAS SENT SUFFICIENTLY SHOWS, WHO NOT IN HIS OWN NATURE AS GOD, BUT IN OUR NATURE, WHICH HE ASSUMED FROM A WOMAN, DIED FOR US; WHICH GOODNESS OF GOD WITH REFERENCE TO US, AND WHICH LOVE OF GOD, THE APOSTLE THUS SETS FORTH: "BUT GOD COMMENDS HIS LOVE TOWARD US, IN THAT WHILE WE WERE YET SINNERS CHRIST DIED FOR US; MUCH MORE NOW BEING JUSTIFIED IN HIS BLOOD WE SHALL BE SAVED FROM WRATH THROUGH HIM. FOR IF WHEN WE WERE ENEMIES WE WERE RECONCILED TO GOD THROUGH THE DEATH OF HIS SON, MUCH MORE BEING RECONCILED WE SHALL BE SAVED IN HIS LIFE."(1) BUT BECAUSE EVEN WHEN DUE PUNISHMENT IS RENDERED TO SINNERS, THERE IS NO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS ON GOD'S PART, HE THUS SAYS: "WHAT SHALL WE SAY? IS GOD UNRIGHTEOUS WHO VISITS WITH WRATH?"(2) BUT IN ONE PLACE HE HAS BRIEFLY ADMONISHED THAT GOODNESS AND SEVERITY ARE ALIKE FROM HIM, SAYING: "THOU SENT THEN THE GOODNESS AND SEVERITY OF GOD; TOWARD THEM THAT HAVE FALLEN, SEVERITY, BUT TOWARDS THEE GOODNESS, IF THOU SHOULD CONTINUE IN GOODNESS. (3) 
CHAP. 32. FROM GOD ALSO IS THE VERY POWER TO BE HURTFUL
LIKEWISE BECAUSE THE POWER EVEN OF THOSE THAT ARE HURTFUL IS FROM GOD ALONE, THUS IT STANDS WRITTEN, WISDOM SPEAKING: "THROUGH ME KINGS REIGN AND TYRANTS HOLD THE LAND THROUGH ME."(4) THE APOSTLE ALSO SAYS: "FOR THERE IS NO POWER BUT OF GOD."(5) BUT THAT IT IS WORTHILY DONE IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF JOB: "WHO MAKES TO REIGN A MAN THAT IS A HYPOCRITE. ON ACCOUNT OF THE PERVERSITY OF THE PEOPLE."(6) AND CONCERNING THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL GOD SAYS: "I GAVE THEM A KING IN MY WRATH."(7) FOR IT IS NOT UNRIGHTEOUS, THAT THE WICKED RECEIVING THE POWER OF BEING HURTFUL, BOTH THE PATIENCE OF THE GOOD SHOULD BE PROVED AND THE INIQUITY OF THE EVIL PUNISHED. FOR THROUGH POWER GIVEN TO THE DEVIL BOTH JOB WAS PROVED SO THAT HE MIGHT APPEAR RIGHTEOUS,(8) AND PETER WAS TEMPTED LEST HE SHOULD BE PRESUMPTUOUS,(9) AND PAUL WAS BUFFETED LEST HE SHOULD BE EXALTED,(10) AND JUDAS WAS DAMNED SO THAT HE SHOULD HANG HIMSELF.(11) WHEN, THEREFORE, THROUGH THE POWER WHICH HE HAS GIVEN THE DEVIL, GOD HIMSELF SHALL HAVE DONE ALL THINGS RIGHTEOUSLY, NEVERTHELESS PUNISHMENT SHALL AT LAST BE RENDERED TO THE DEVIL NOT FOR THESE THINGS JUSTLY DONE, BUT FOR THE UNRIGHTEOUS WILLING TO BE HURTFUL, WHICH BELONGED TO HIMSELF, WHEN IT SHALL BE SAID TO THE IMPIOUS WHO PERSEVERED IN CONSENTING TO HIS WICKEDNESS, "GO YE INTO EVERLASTING FIRE WHICH MY GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS."(12) 
CHAP. 33. THAT EVIL ANGELS HAVE BEEN MADE EVIL, NOT BY GOD, BUT BY SINNING
BUT BECAUSE EVIL ANGELS ALSO WERE NOT CONSTITUTED EVIL BY GOD, BUT WERE MADE EVIL BY SINNING, PETER IN HIS EPISTLE SAYS: "FOR IF GOD SPARED NOT ANGELS WHEN THEY SINNED, BUT CASTING THEM DOWN INTO THE DUNGEONS OF SMOKY HELL, HE DELIVERED THEM TO BE RESERVED FOR PUNISHMENT IN JUDGMENT."(13) HENCE PETER SHOWS THAT THERE IS STILL DUE TO THEM THE PENALTY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT, CONCERNING WHICH THE LORD SAYS: "GO YE INTO EVERLASTING FIRE, WHICH HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS." ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE ALREADY PENALLY RECEIVED THIS HELL, THAT IS, AN INFERIOR SMOKY AIR AS A PRISON, WHICH NEVERTHELESS SINCE IT IS ALSO CALLED HEAVEN, IS NOT THAT HEAVEN IN WHICH THERE ARE STARS, BUT THIS LOWER HEAVEN BY THE SMOKE OF WHICH THE CLOUDS ARE CONGLOBULATED, AND WHERE THE BIRDS FLY; FOR BOTH A CLOUDY HEAVEN IS SPOKEN OF, AND FLYING THINGS ARE CALLED HEAVENLY. AS WHEN THE APOSTLE PAUL CALLS THOSE EVIL ANGELS, AGAINST WHOM AS ENEMIES BY LIVING PIOUSLY WE CONTEND, "SPIRITUAL THINGS OF WICKEDNESS IN HEAVENLY PLACES."(14) THAT THIS MAY NOT BE UNDERSTOOD OF THE UPPER HEAVENS, HE PLAINLY SAYS ELSEWHERE: "ACCORDING TO THE PRESENCE OF THE PRINCE OF THIS AIR, WHO NOW WORKETH IN THE SONS OF DISOBEDIENCE."(15) 
CHAP. 34. THAT SIN IS NOT THE STRIVING FOR AN EVIL NATURE, BUT THE DESERTION OF A BETTER
LIKEWISE, BECAUSE SIN, OR UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, IS NOT THE STRIVING AFTER EVIL NATURE BUT THE DESERTION OF BETTER, IT IS THUS FOUND WRITTEN IN THE SCRIPTURES: "EVERY CREATURE OF GOD IS GOOD."(16) AND ACCORDINGLY EVERY TREE ALSO WHICH GOD PLANTED IN PARADISE IS ASSUREDLY GOOD. MAN DID NOT THEREFORE STRIVE AFTER AN EVIL NATURE WHEN HE TOUCHED THE FORBIDDEN TREE; BUT BY DESERTING WHAT WAS BETTER, HE COMMITTED AN EVIL DEED. SINCE THE CREATOR IS BETTER THAN ANY CREATURE WHICH HE HAS MADE, HIS COMMAND SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN DESERTED, THAT THE THING FORBIDDEN, HOWEVER GOOD, MIGHT BE TOUCHED; SINCE THE BETTER HAVING BEEN DESERTED, THE GOOD OF THE CREATURE WAS STRIVEN FOR, WHICH WAS TOUCHED CONTRARY TO THE COMMAND OF THE CREATOR. GOD DID NOT PLANT AN EVIL TREE IN PARADISE; BUT HE HIMSELF WAS BETTER WHO PROHIBITED ITS BEING TOUCHED. 
CHAP. 35. THE TREE WAS FORBIDDEN TO ADAM NOT BECAUSE IT WAS EVIL, BUT BECAUSE IT WAS GOOD FOR MAN TO BE SUBJECT TO GOD
FOR BESIDES, HE HAD MADE THE PROHIBITION, IN ORDER TO SHOW THAT THE NATURE OF THE RATIONAL SOUL OUGHT NOT TO BE IN ITS OWN POWER, BUT IN SUBJECTION TO GOD, AND THAT IT GUARDS THE ORDER OF ITS SALVATION THROUGH OBEDIENCE, CORRUPTING IT THROUGH DISOBEDIENCE. HENCE ALSO HE CALLED THE TREE, THE TOUCHING OF WHICH HE FORBADE, THE TREE "OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL;"(1) BECAUSE WHEN MAN SHOULD HAVE TOUCHED IT IN THE FACE OF THE PROHIBITION, HE WOULD EXPERIENCE THE PENALTY OF SIN, AND SO WOULD KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE GOOD OF OBEDIENCE, AND THE EVIL OF DISOBEDIENCE. 
CHAP. 36. NO CREATURE OF GOD IS EVIL, BUT TO ABUSE A CREATURE OF GOD IS EVIL
FOR WHO IS SO FOOLISH AS TO THINK A CREATURE OF GOD, ESPECIALLY ONE PLANTED IN PARADISE, BLAMEWORTHY; WHEN INDEED NOT EVEN THORNS AND THISTLES, WHICH THE EARTH BROUGHT FORTH, ACCORDING TO THE JUDICIARY JUDGMENT OF GOD, FOR WEARING OUT THE SINNER IN LABOR, SHOULD BE BLAMED? FOR EVEN SUCH HERBS HAVE THEIR MEASURE AND FORM AND ORDER, WHICH WHOEVER CONSIDERS SOBERLY WILL FIND PRAISEWORTHY; BUT THEY ARE EVIL TO THAT NATURE WHICH OUGHT THUS TO BE RESTRAINED AS A RECOMPENSE FOR SIN. THEREFORE, AS I HAVE SAID, SIN IS NOT THE STRIVING AFTER AN EVIL NATURE, BUT THE DESERTION OF A BETTER, AND SO THE DEED ITSELF IS EVIL, NOT THE NATURE WHICH THE SINNER USES AMISS. FOR IT IS EVIL TO USE AMISS THAT WHICH IS GOOD. WHENCE THE APOSTLE REPROVES CERTAIN ONES AS CONDEMNED BY DIVINE JUDGMENT, "WHO HAVE WORSHIPPED AND SERVED THE CREATURE MORE THAN THE CREATOR."(2) HE DOES NOT REPROVE THE CREATURE, WHICH HE WHO SHOULD DO WOULD ACT INJURIOUSLY TOWARDS THE CREATOR, BUT THOSE WHO, DESERTING THE BETTER, HAVE USED AMISS THE GOOD. 
CHAP. 37. GOD MAKES GOOD USE OF THE EVIL DEEDS OF SINNERS
ACCORDINGLY, IF ALL NATURES SHOULD GUARD THEIR OWN PROPER MEASURE AND FORM AND ORDER, THERE WOULD BE NO EVIL: BUT IF ANY ONE SHOULD WISH TO MISUSE THESE GOOD THINGS, NOT EVEN THUS DOES HE VANQUISH THE WILL OF GOD, WHO KNOWS HOW TO ORDER RIGHTEOUSLY EVEN THE UNRIGHTEOUS; SO THAT IF THEY THEMSELVES THROUGH THE INIQUITY OF THEIR WILL SHOULD MISUSE HIS GOOD THINGS, HE THROUGH THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF HIS POWER MAY USE THEIR EVIL DEEDS, TIGHTLY ORDAINING TO PUNISHMENT THOSE WHO HAVE PERVERSELY ORDAINED THEMSELVES TO SINS. 
CHAP 38. ETERNAL FIRE TORTURING THE WICKED, NOT EVIL
FOR NEITHER IS ETERNAL FIRE ITSELF, WHICH IS TO TORTURE THE IMPIOUS, AN EVIL NATURE, SINCE IT HAS ITS MEASURE, ITS FORM AND ITS ORDER DEPRAVED BY NO INIQUITY; BUT IT IS AN EVIL TORTURE FOR THE DAMNED, TO WHOSE SINS IT IS DUE. FOR NEITHER IS YONDER LIGHT, BECAUSE IT TORTURES THE BLEAR-EYED, AN EVIL NATURE. 
CHAP. 39. FIRE IS CALLED ETERNAL, NOT AS GOD IS, BUT BECAUSE WITHOUT END
WITHOUT BEGINNING; BUT GOD IS ALSO WITHOUT BEGINNING. THEN, ALTHOUGH IT MAY BE EMPLOYED PERPETUALLY FOR THE PUNISHMENT OF SINNERS, YET IT IS MUTABLE NATURE. BUT THAT IS TRUE ETERNITY WHICH IS TRUE IMMORTALITY, THAT IS THAT HIGHEST IMMUTABILITY, WHICH CANNOT BE CHANGED AT ALL. FOR IT IS ONE THING NOT TO SUFFER CHANGE, WHEN CHANGE IS POSSIBLE, AND ANOTHER THING TO BE ABSOLUTELY INCAPABLE OF CHANGE. THEREFORE, JUST AS MAN IS CALLED GOOD, YET NOT AS GOD, OF WHOM IT WAS SAID, "THERE IS NONE GOOD SAVE GOD ALONE;"(3) AND JUST AS THE SOUL IS CALLED IMMORTAL, YET NOT AS GOD, OF WHOM IT WAS SAID, "WHO ALONE HATH IMMORTALITY;"(4) AND JUST AS A MAN IS CALLED WISE, YET NOT AS GOD, OF WHOM IT WAS SAID, "TO GOD THE ONLY WISE;"(5) SO FIRE IS CALLED ETERNAL, YET NOT AS GOD, WHOSE ALONE IS IMMORTALITY ITSELF AND TRUE ETERNITY. 
CHAP. 40. NEITHER CAN GOD SUFFER HURT, NOR ANY OTHER, SAVE BY THE JUST ORDINATION OF GOD
SINCE THESE THINGS ARE SO, ACCORDING TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH, AND WHOLESOME DOCTRINE, AND TRUTH PERSPICUOUS TO THOSE OF GOOD UNDERSTANDING, NEITHER CAN ANY ONE HURT THE NATURE OF GOD, NOR CAN THE NATURE OF GOD UNRIGHTEOUSLY HURT ANY ONE, OR SUFFER ANY ONE TO DO HURT WITH IMPUNITY. "FOR HE THAT DOETH HURT SHALL RECEIVE," SAYS THE APOSTLE, "ACCORDING TO THE HURT THAT HE HAS DONE; AND THERE IS NO ACCEPTING OF PERSONS WITH GOD."(6) 
CHAP. 41. HOW GREAT GOOD THINGS THE MANICHAEANS PUT IN THE NATURE OF EVIL, AND HOW GREAT EVIL THINGS IN THE NATURE OF GOOD
BUT IF THE MANICHAEANS WERE WILLING, WITHOUT PERNICIOUS ZEAL FOR DEFENDING THEIR ERROR, AND WITH THE FEAR OF GOD, TO THINK, THEY WOULD NOT MOST CRIMINALLY BLASPHEME BY SUPPOSING TWO NATURES, THE ONE GOOD, WHICH THEY CALL GOD, THE OTHER EVIL, WHICH GOD DID NOT MAKE: SO ERRING, SO DELIRIOUS, NAY SO INSANE, ARE THEY THAT THEY DO NOT SEE, THAT EVEN IN WHAT THEY CALL THE NATURE OF SUPREME EVIL THEY PLACE SO GREAT GOOD THINGS: LIFE, POWER SAFETY, MEMORY, INTELLECT, TEMPERANCE, VIRTUE, PLENTY, SENSE, LIGHT, SUAVITY, EXTENSIONS, NUMBERS, PEACE, MEASURE, FORM, ORDER; BUT IN WHAT THEY CALL SUPREME GOOD, SO MANY EVIL THINGS: DEATH, SICKNESS, FORGETFULNESS, FOOLISHNESS, CONFUSION, IMPOTENCE, NEED, STOLIDITY, BLINDNESS, PAIN, UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, DISGRACE, WAR, INTEMPERANCE, DEFORMITY, PERVERSITY. FOR THEY SAY THAT THE PRINCES OF DARKNESS ALSO HAVE BEEN ALIVE IN THEIR OWN NATURE, AND IN THEIR OWN KINGDOM WERE SAFE, AND REMEMBERED AND UNDERSTOOD. FOR THEY SAY THAT THE PRINCE OF DARKNESS HARANGUED IN SUCH A MANNER, THAT NEITHER COULD HE HAVE SAID SUCH THINGS, NOR COULD HE HAVE BEEN HEARD BY THOSE BY WHOM HE WAS SAID TO HAVE BEEN HEARD, WITHOUT MEMORY AND UNDERSTANDING; AND TO HAVE HAD A TEMPER SUITABLE TO HIS MIND AND BODY, AND TO HAVE RULED BY VIRTUE OF POWER, AND TO HAVE HAD ABUNDANCE AND FRUITFULNESS WITH RESPECT; TO HIS ELEMENTS, AND THEY ARE SAID TO HAVE PERCEIVED THEMSELVES MUTUALLY AND THE LIGHT AS NEAR AT HAND, AND TO HAVE HAD EYES BY WHICH THEY COULD SEE THE LIGHT AFAR OFF; WHICH EYES ASSUREDLY COULD NOT HAVE SEEN THE LIGHT WITHOUT SOME LIGHT (WHENCE ALSO THEY ARE RIGHTLY CALLED LIGHT); AND THEY ARE SAID TO HAVE ENJOYED EXCEEDINGLY THE SWEETNESS OF THEIR PLEASURES, AND TO HAVE BEEN DETERMINED BY MEASURED MEMBERS AND DWELLING-PLACES. BUT UNLESS THERE HAD BEEN SOME SORT OF BEAUTY THERE, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE LOVED THEIR WIVES, NOR WOULD THEIR BODIES HAVE BEEN STEADY BY ADAPTATION OF PARTS; WITHOUT WHICH, THOSE THINGS COULD NOT HAVE BEEN DONE THERE WHICH THE MANICHAEANS INSANELY SAY WERE DONE. AND UNLESS SOME PEACE HAD BEEN THERE, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE OBEYED THEIR PRINCE. UNLESS MEASURE HAD BEEN THERE, THEY WOULD HAVE DONE NOTHING ELSE THAN EAT OR DRINK, OR RAGE, OR WHATEVER THEY MIGHT HAVE DONE, WITHOUT ANY SOCIETY: ALTHOUGH NOT EVEN THOSE THAT DID THESE THINGS WOULD HAVE HAD DETERMINATE FORMS, UNLESS MEASURE HAD BEEN THERE. BUT NOW THE MANICHAEANS SAY THAT THEY DID SUCH THINGS THAT THEY CANNOT BE DENIED TO HAVE HAD IN ALL THEIR ACTIONS MEASURES SUITABLE TO THEMSELVES. BUT IF FORM HAD NOT BEEN THERE, NO NATURAL QUALITY WOULD HAVE THERE SUBSISTED. BUT IF THERE HAD BEEN NO ORDER THERE, SOME WOULD NOT HAVE RULED, OTHERS BEEN RULED; THEY WOULD NOT HAVE LIVED HARMONIOUSLY IN THEIR ELEMENT; IN FINE, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE THAT THE MANICHAEANS VAINLY FABLE. BUT IF THEY SAY THAT GOD'S NATURE DOES NOT DIE, WHAT ACCORDING TO THEIR VANITY DOES CHRIST RAISE FROM THE DEAD? IF THEY SAY THAT IT DOES NOT GROW SICK, WHAT DOES HE CURE? IF THEY SAY THAT IT IS NOT SUBJECT TO FORGETFULNESS, WHAT DOES HE REMIND? IF THEY SAY THAT IT IS NOT DEFICIENT IN WISDOM, WHAT DOES HE TEACH? IF THEY SAY THAT IT IS NOT CONFUSED, WHAT DOES HE RESTORE? IF THEY SAY THAT IT WAS NOT VANQUISHED AND TAKEN CAPTIVE, WHAT DOES HE LIBERATE? IF THEY SAY THAT IT WAS NOT IN NEED, TO WHAT DOES HE MINISTER AID? IF THEY SAY THAT IT DID NOT LOSE FEELING, WHAT DOES HE ANIMATE? IF THEY SAY THAT IT HAS NOT BEEN BLINDED, WHAT DOES HE ILLUMINATE? IF IT IS NOT IN PAIN, TO WHAT DOES HE GIVE RELIEF? IF IT IS NOT UNRIGHTEOUS, WHAT DOES HE CORRECT THROUGH PRECEPTS? IF IT IS NOT IN DISGRACE, WHAT DOES HE CLEANSE? IF IT IS NOT IN WAR, TO WHAT DOES HE PROMISE PEACE? IF IT IS NOT DEFICIENT IN MODERATION, UPON WHAT DOES HE IMPOSE THE MEASURE OF LAW? IF IT IS NOT DEFORMED, WHAT DOES HE REFORM? IF IT IS NOT ATTRIBUTED NOT TO THAT THING WHICH WAS MADE BY GOD, AND WHICH HAS BECOME DEPRAVED BY ITS OWN FREE CHOICE IN SINNING, BUT TO THE VERY NATURE, YEA TO THE VERY SUBSTANCE OF GOD, WHICH IS WHAT GOD HIMSELF IS. 
CHAP. 42. MANICHAEAN BLASPHEMIES CONCERNING THE [DIVINE] NATURE OF GOD
WHAT CAN BE COMPARED TO THOSE BLASPHEMIES? ABSOLUTELY NOTHING, UNLESS THE ERRORS OF OTHER SECTARIES BE CONSIDERED; BUT IF THAT ERROR BE COMPARED WITH ITSELF IN ANOTHER ASPECT, OF WHICH WE HAVE NOT YET SPOKEN, IT WILL BE CONVICTED OF FAR WORSE AND MORE EXECRABLE BLASPHEMY. FOR THEY SAY THAT SOME SOULS, WHICH THEY WILL HAVE TO BE OF THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD AND OF ABSOLUTELY THE SAME NATURE, WHICH HAVE NOT SINNED OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, BUT HAVE BEEN OVERCOME AND OPPRESSED BY THE RACE OF DARKNESS, WHICH THEY CALL EVIL, FOR COMBATING WHICH THEY DESCENDED NOT OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, BUT AT THE COMMAND OF THE FATHER, ARE LETTERED FOREVER IN THE HORRIBLE SPHERE OF DARKNESS. SO ACCORDING TO THEIR SACRILEGIOUS VAPORING’S, GOD LIBERATED HIMSELF IN A CERTAIN PART FROM A GREAT EVIL, BUT AGAIN CONDEMNED HIMSELF IN ANOTHER PART, WHICH HE COULD NOT LIBERATE, AND TRIUMPHED OVER THE ENEMY ITSELF AS IF IT HAD BEEN VANQUISHED FROM ABOVE. O CRIMINAL, INCREDIBLE AUDACITY, TO BELIEVE, TO SPEAK, TO PROCLAIM SUCH THINGS ABOUT GOD! WHICH WHEN THEY ENDEAVOR TO DEFEND, THAT WITH THEIR EYES SHUT THEY MAY RUSH HEADLONG INTO YET WORSE THINGS, THEY SAY THAT THE COMMINGLING OF THE EVIL NATURE DOES THESE THINGS, IN ORDER THAT THE GOOD NATURE OF GOD MAY SUFFER SO GREAT EVILS: FOR THAT THIS GOOD NATURE, WERE LAUDED AS INCORRUPTIBLE, BECAUSE IT DOES NOT HURT ITSELF, AND NOT BECAUSE IT CANNOT SUFFER HURT FROM ANOTHER. THEN IF THE NATURE OF GOD HURT THE NATURE OF DARKNESS, AND THE NATURE OF GOD, THERE ARE THEREFORE TWO EVIL THINGS WHICH HURT EACH OTHER IN TURN, AND THE RACE OF DARKNESS WAS THE BETTER DISPOSED, BECAUSE IF IT COMMITTED HURT IT DID IT UNWILLINGLY; FOR IT DID NOT WISH TO COMMIT HURT, BUT TO ENJOY THE GOOD WHICH BELONGED TO GOD. BUT GOD WISHED TO EXTINGUISH IT, AS MANICHAEUS MOST OPENLY RAVES FORTH IN HIS EPISTLE OF THE RUINOUS FOUNDATION. FOR FORGETTING THAT HE HAD SHORTLY BEFORE SAID: "BUT HIS MOST RESPLENDENT REALMS WERE SO FOUNDED UPON THE SHINING AND HAPPY LAND, THAT THEY COULD NEVER BE EITHER MOVED OR SHAKEN BY ANY ONE;" HE AFTERWARDS SAID: "BUT THE FATHER OF THE MOST BLESSED LIGHT, KNOWING THAT GREAT RUIN AND DESOLATION WHICH WOULD ARISE FROM THE DARKNESS, THREATEN HIS HOLY WORLDS, UNLESS HE SHOULD SEND IN OPPOSITION A DEITY EXCELLENT AND RENOWNED, MIGHTY IN STRENGTH, BY WHOM HE MIGHT AT THE SAME TIME OVERCOME AND DESTROY THE RACE OF DARKNESS, WHICH HAVING BEEN EXTINGUISHED, THE INHABITANTS OF LIGHT WOULD ENJOY PERPETUAL REST." BEHOLD, HE FEARED RUIN AND DESOLATION THAT THREATENED HIS WORLDS! ASSUREDLY THEY WERE SO FOUNDED UPON THE SHINING AND HAPPY LAND THAT THEY NEVER COULD BE EITHER MOVED OR SHAKEN BY ANY ONE? BEHOLD, FROM FEAR HE WISHED TO HURT THE NEIGHBORING RACE, WHICH HE ENDEAVORED TO DESTROY AND EXTINGUISH, IN ORDER THAT THE INHABITANTS OF LIGHT MIGHT ENJOY PERPETUAL REST. WHY DID HE NOT ADD, AND PERPETUAL BONDAGE? WERE NOT THESE SOULS THAT HE FETTERED FOREVER IN THE SPHERE OF DARKNESS, THE INHABITANTS OF LIGHT, OF WHOM HE SAYS PLAINLY, THAT "THEY HAVE SUFFERED THEMSELVES TO ERR FROM THEIR FORMER BRIGHT NATURE?" WHEN AGAINST HIS WILL HE IS COMPELLED TO SAY, THAT THEY SINNED BY FREE WILL, WHILE HE WISHES TO ASCRIBE SIN ONLY TO THE NECESSITY OF THE CONTRARY NATURE: EVERYWHERE IGNORANT WHAT TO SAY, AND AS IF HE WERE HIMSELF ALREADY IN THE SPHERE OF DARKNESS WHICH HE INVENTED, SEEKING, AND NOT FINDING, HOW HE MAY ESCAPE. BUT LET HIM SAY WHAT HE WILL TO THE SEDUCED AND MISERABLE MEN BY WHOM HE IS HONORED FAR MORE HIGHLY THAN CHRIST, THAT AT THIS PRICE HE MAY SELL TO THEM SUCH LONG AND SACRILEGIOUS FABLES. LET HIM SAY WHAT HE WILL, LET HIM SHUT UP, AS IT WERE, IN A SPHERE, AS IN A PRISON, THE RACE OF DARKNESS, AND LET HIM FASTEN OUTSIDE THE NATURE OF LIGHT, TO WHICH HE PROMISED PERPETUAL REST ON THE EXTINCTION OF THE ENEMY: BEHOLD, THE PENALTY OF LIGHT IS WORSE THAN THAT OF DARKNESS; THE PENALTY OF THE DIVINE NATURE IS WORSE THAN THAT OF THE ADVERSE RACE. BUT SINCE ALTHOUGH THE LATTER IS IN THE MIDST OF DARKNESS IT PERTAINS TO ITS NATURE TO DWELL IN DARKNESS; BUT SOULS WHICH ARE THE VERY SAME THING THAT GOD IS, CANNOT BE RECEIVED, HE SAYS, INTO THOSE PEACEFUL REALMS, AND ARE ALIENATED FROM THE LIFE AND LIBERTY OF THE HOLY LIGHT, AND ARE FETTERED IN THE AFORESAID HORRIBLE SPHERE: WHENCE HE SAYS, "THOSE SOULS SHALL ADHERE TO THE THINGS THAT THEY HAVE LOVED, HAVING BEEN LEFT IN THE SAME SPHERE OF DARKNESS, BRINGING THIS UPON THEMSELVES BY THEIR OWN DESERTS." IS NOT THIS ASSUREDLY FLEE VOLUNTARY CHOICE? SEE HOW INSANELY HE IGNORES WHAT HE SAYS, AND BY MAKING SELF-CONTRADICTORY STATEMENTS WAGES A WORSE WAR AGAINST HIMSELF THAN AGAINST THE GOD OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS ITSELF. ACCORDINGLY, IF THE SOULS OF LIGHT ARE DAMNED, BECAUSE THEY LOVED DARKNESS, THE RACE OF DARKNESS, WHICH LOVED LIGHT, IS UNJUSTLY DAMNED. AND THE RACE OF DARKNESS INDEED LOVED LIGHT FROM THE BEGINNING, VIOLENTLY, IT MAY BE, BUT YET SO AS TO WISH FOR ITS POSSESSION, NOT ITS EXTINCTION: BUT THE NATURE OF LIGHT WISHED TO EXTINGUISH IN WAR THE DARKNESS; THEREFORE, WHEN VANQUISHED IT LOVED DARKNESS. CHOOSE WHICH YOU WILL: WHETHER IT WAS COMPELLED BY NECESSITY TO LOVE DARKNESS, OR SEDUCED BY FREE WILL. IF BY NECESSITY, WHEREFORE IS IT DAMNED? IF BY FREE WILL, WHEREFORE IS THE NATURE OF GOD INVOLVED IN SO GREAT INIQUITY? IF THE NATURE OF GOD WAS COMPELLED BY NECESSITY TO LOVE DARKNESS, IT DID NOT VANQUISH, BUT WAS VANQUISHED: IF BY FREE WILL, WHY DO THE WRETCHES HESITATE ANY LONGER TO ATTRIBUTE THE WILL TO SIN TO THE NATURE WHICH GOD MADE OUT OF NOTHING, LEST THEY SHOULD THEREBY ATTRIBUTE IT TO THE LIGHT WHICH HE BEGAT? 
CHAP. 43. MANY EVILS BEFORE HIS COMMINGLING WITH EVIL ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THE NATURE OF GOD BY THE MANICHAEANS
WHAT IF WE SHOULD ALSO SHOW THAT BEFORE THE COMMINGLING OF EVIL, WHICH STUPID FABLE THEY HAVE MOST MADLY BELIEVED, GREAT EVILS WERE IN WHAT THEY CALL THE NATURE OF LIGHT? WHAT WILL IT SCUM POSSIBLE TO ADD TO THESE BLASPHEMIES? FOR BEFORE THE CONFLICT, THERE WAS THE HARD AND INEVITABLE NECESSITY OF FIGHTING: HERE IS TRULY A GREAT EVIL, BEFORE EVIL IS COMMINGLED WITH GOOD. LET THEM SAY WHENCE THIS IS, WHEN AS YET NO COMMINGLING HAD TAKEN PLACE? BUT IF THERE WAS NO NECESSITY, THERE WAS THEREFORE FREE WILL: WHENCE ALSO THIS SO GREAT EVIL, THAT GOD HIMSELF SHOULD WISH TO HURT HIS OWN NATURE, WHICH COULD NOT BE HURT BY THE ENEMY, BY SENDING IT TO BE CRUELLY COMMINGLED, TO BE BASELY PURGED, TO BE UNJUSTLY DAMNED? BEHOLD, THE GREAT EVIL OF A PERNICIOUS, NOXIOUS, AND SAVAGE WILL, BEFORE ANY EVIL FROM THE CONTRARY NATURE WAS MINGLED WITH IT! OR PERCHANCE HE DID NOT KNOW THAT THIS WOULD HAPPEN TO HIS MEMBERS, THAT THEY SHOULD LOVE DARKNESS AND BECOME HOSTILE TO HOLY LIGHT, AS MANICHAEUS SAYS, THAT IS, NOT ONLY TO THEIR OWN GOD, BUT ALSO TO THE FATHER FROM WHOM THEY HAD THEIR BEING? WHENCE THEREFORE THIS SO GREAT EVIL OF IGNORANCE, BEFORE ANY EVIL FROM THE NATURE OF DARKNESS WAS MINGLED WITH IT? BUT IF HE KNEW THAT THIS WOULD HAPPEN, EITHER THERE WAS IN HIM EVERLASTING CRUELTY, IF HE DID NOT GRIEVE OVER THE CONTAMINATION AND DAMNATION OF HIS OWN NATURE THAT WAS TO TAKE PLACE, OR EVERLASTING MISERY, IF HE DID SO GRIEVE: WHENCE ALSO THIS SO GREAT EVIL OF YOUR SUPREME GOOD BEFORE ANY COMMINGLING WITH YOUR SUPREME EVIL? ASSUREDLY THAT PART OF THE NATURE ITSELF WHICH WAS FETTERED IN THE ETERNAL CHAIN OF THAT SPHERE, IF IT KNEW NOT THAT THIS FATE AWAITED IT, EVEN SO WAS THERE EVERLASTING IGNORANCE IN THE NATURE OF GOD, BUT IF IT KNEW, THEN EVERLASTING MISERY: WHENCE THIS SO GREAT EVIL BEFORE ANY EVIL FROM THE CONTRARY NATURE WAS COMMINGLED? OR PERCHANCE DID IT, IN THE GREATNESS OF ITS LOVE (CHARITY), REJOICE THAT THROUGH ITS PUNISHMENT PERPETUAL REST WAS PREPARED FOR THE RESIDUE OF THE INHABITANTS OF LIGHT? LET HIM WHO SEES HOW ABOMINABLE IT IS TO SAY THIS, PRONOUNCE AN ANATHEMA. BUT IF THIS SHOULD BE DONE SO THAT AT LEAST THE GOOD NATURE ITSELF SHOULD NOT BECOME HOSTILE TO THE LIGHT, IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE, PERCHANCE, NOT FOR THE NATURE OF GOD INDEED, BUT FOR SOME MAN, AS IT WERE, TO BE REGARDED AS PRAISEWORTHY, WHO FOR THE SAKE OF HIS COUNTRY SHOULD BE WILLING TO SUFFER SOMETHING OF EVIL, WHICH EVIL INDEED COULD BE ONLY FOR A TIME, AND NOT FOREVER: BUT NOW ALSO THEY SPEAK OF THAT FETTERING IN THE SPHERE OF DARKNESS AS ETERNAL, AND NOT INDEED OF A CERTAIN THING BUT OF THE NATURE OF GOD; AND ASSUREDLY IT WERE A MOST UNRIGHTEOUS, AND EXECRABLE, AND INEFFABLY SACRILEGIOUS JOY, IF THE NATURE OF GOD REJOICED THAT IT SHOULD LOVE DARKNESS, AND SHOULD BECOME HOSTILE TO HOLY LIGHT. WHENCE THIS SO MONSTROUS AND ABOMINABLE EVIL BEFORE ANY EVIL FROM THE CONTRARY NATURE WAS COMMINGLED? WHO CAN ENDURE INSANITY SO PERVERSE AND SO IMPIOUS, AS TO ATTRIBUTE SO GREAT GOOD THINGS TO SUPREME EVIL, AND SO GREAT EVILS TO SUPREME GOOD, WHICH IS GOD? 
CHAP. 44. INCREDIBLE TURPITUDES IN GOD IMAGINED BY MANICHAEUS
BUT NOW WHEN THEY SPEAK OF THAT PART OF THE NATURE OF GOD AS EVERYWHERE MIXED UP IN HEAVEN, IN EARTH, IN ALL BODIES DRY AND MOIL, IN ALL SORTS OF FLESH, IN ALL SEEDS OF TREES, HERBS, MEN, AND ANIMALS: NOT AS PRESENT BY THE POWER OF DIVINITY, FOR ADMINISTERING AND RULING ALL THINGS, UNDEFINABLY, INVIOLABLY, INCORRUPTIBLY, WITHOUT ANY CONNECTION WITH THEM, WHICH WE SAY OF GOD; BUT FETTERED, OPPRESSED, POLLUTED, TO BE LOOSED AND LIBERATED, AS THEY SAY, NOT ONLY THROUGH THE RUNNING TO AND FRO OF THE SUN AND THE MOON, AND THROUGH THE POWERS OF LIGHT, BUT ALSO THROUGH THEIR ELECT: WHAT SACRILEGIOUS AND INCREDIBLE TURPITUDES THIS KIND OF ERROR RECOMMENDS TO THEM EVEN IF IT DOES NOT INDUCE THEM TO ACCEPT, IT IS HORRIBLE TO SPEAK OF. FOR THEY SAY THAT THE POWERS OF LIGHT ARE TRANSFORMED INTO BEAUTIFUL MALES AND ARE SET OVER AGAINST THE WOMEN OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS; AND THAT THE SAME POWERS AGAIN ARE TRANSFORMED INTO BEAUTIFUL FEMALES AND ARE SET OVER AGAINST THE MALES OF THE RACE OF DARKNESS; THAT THROUGH THEIR BEAUTY THEY ENKINDLE THE FOULEST LUST OF THE PRINCES OF DARKNESS, AND IN THIS MANNER VITAL SUBSTANCE, THAT IS, THE NATURE OF GOD, WHICH THEY SAY IS HELD LETTERED IN THEIR BODIES, HAVING BEEN LOOSED FROM THEIR MEMBERS RELAXED THROUGH LUST, FLIES AWAY, AND WHEN IT HAS BEEN TAKEN UP OR CLEANSED, IS LIBERATED. THIS THE WRETCHES READ, THIS THEY SAY, THIS THEY HEAR, THIS THEY BELIEVE, THIS THEY PUT AS FOLLOWS, IN THE SEVENTH BOOK OF THEIR THESAURUS (FOR SO THEY CALL A CERTAIN WRITING OF MANICHAEUS, IN WHICH THESE BLASPHEMIES STAND WRITTEN): "THEN THE BLESSED FATHER, WHO HAS BRIGHT SHIPS, LITTLE APARTMENTS, DWELLING-PLACES, OR MAGNITUDES, ACCORDING TO HIS IN DWELLING CLEMENCY, BRINGS THE HELP BY WHICH HE IS DRAWN OUT AND LIBERATED FROM THE IMPIOUS BONDS, STRAITS, AND TORMENTS OF HIS VITAL SUBSTANCE. AND SO, BY HIS OWN INVISIBLE NOD HE TRANSFORMS THOSE POWERS OF HIS, WHICH ARE HELD IN THIS MOST BRILLIANT SHIP, AND MAKES THEM TO BRING FORTH ADVERSE POWERS, WHICH HAVE BEEN ARRANGED IN THE VARIOUS TRACTS OF THE HEAVENS. SINCE THESE CONSIST OF BOTH SEXES, MALE AND FEMALE, HE ORDERS THE AFORE SAID POWERS TO BRING FORTH PARTLY IN THE FORM OF BEARDLESS YOUTHS, FOR THE ADVERSE RACE OF FEMALES, PARTLY IN THE FORM OF BRIGHT MAIDENS, FOR THE CONTRARY RACE OF MALES: KNOWING THAT ALL THESE HOSTILE POWERS ON ACCOUNT OF THE DEADLY AND MOST FOUL LUST INNATE IN THEM, ARE VERY EASILY TAKEN CAPTIVE, DELIVERED UP TO THESE MOST BEAUTIFUL FORMS WHICH APPEAR, AND IN THIS MANNER THEY ARE DISSOLVED. BUT YOU MAY KNOW THAT THIS SAME BLESSED FATHER OF OURS IS IDENTICAL WITH HIS POWERS, WHICH FOR A NECESSARY REASON HE TRANSFORMS INTO THE UNDEFILED LIKENESS OF YOUTHS AND MAIDENS. BUT THESE HE USES AS HIS OWN ARMS, AND THROUGH THEM HE ACCOMPLISHES HIS WILL. BUT THERE ARE BRIGHT SHIPS FULL OF THESE DIVINE POWERS, WHICH ARE STATIONED AFTER THE LIKENESS OF MARRIAGE OVER AGAINST THE INFERNAL RACES, AND WHO WITH ALACRITY AND EASE EFFECT AT THE VERY MOMENT WHAT THEY HAVE PLANNED. THEREFORE, WHEN REASON DEMANDS THAT THESE SAME HOLY POWERS SHOULD APPEAR TO MALES, STRAIGHTWAY ALSO THEY SHOW BY THEIR DRESS THE LIKENESS OF MOST BEAUTIFUL MAIDENS. AGAIN, WHEN FEMALES ARE TO BE DEALT WITH, PUTTING ASIDE THE FORMS OF MAIDENS, THEY SHOW THE FORMS OF BEARDLESS YOUTHS. BUT BY THIS HANDSOME APPEARANCE OF THEIRS, ARDOR AND LUST INCREASE, AND IN THIS WAY THE CHAIN OF THEIR WORST THOUGHTS IS LOOSED, AND THE LIVING SOUL WHICH WAS HELD BY THEIR MEMBERS, RELAXED BY THIS OCCASION ESCAPES, AND IS MINGLED WITH ITS OWN MOST PURE AIR; WHEN THE SOULS THOROUGHLY CLEANSED ASCEND TO THE BRIGHT SHIPS, WHICH HAVE BEEN PREPARED FOR CONVEYING THEM AND FOR FERRYING THEM OVER TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY. BUT THAT WHICH STILL BEARS THE STAINS OF THE ADVERSE RACE, DESCENDS LITTLE BY LITTLE THROUGH BILLOWS AND FIRES, AND IS MINGLED WITH TREES AND OTHER PLANTS AND WITH ALL SEEDS, AND IS PLUNGED INTO DIVER’S, FIRES. AND IN WHAT MANNER THE FIGURES OF YOUTHS AND MAIDENS FROM THAT GREAT AND MOST GLORIOUS SHIP APPEAR TO THE CONTRARY POWERS WHICH LIVE IN THE HEAVENS AND HAVE A FIERY NATURE; AND FROM THAT HANDSOME APPEARANCE, PAR OF THE LIFE WHICH IS HELD IN THEIR MEMBERS HAVING BEEN RELEASED IS CONDUCTED AWAY THROUGH FIRES INTO THE EARTH: IN THE SAME MANNER ALSO, THAT MOST HIGH POWER, WHICH DWELLS IN THE SHIP OF VITAL WATERS APPEARS IN THE LIKENESS OF YOUTHS AND HOLY MAIDENS TO THOSE POWERS WHOSE NATURE IS COLD AND MOIST, AND WHICH ARE ARRANGED IN THE HEAVENS. AND INDEED, TO THOSE THAT ARE FEMALES, AMONG THESE THE FORM OF YOUTHS APPEARS, BUT TO THE MALES, THE FORM OF MAIDENS. BY HIS CHANGING AND DIVERSITY OF DIVINE AND MOST BEAUTIFUL PERSONS, THE PRINCES, MALE AND FEMALE OF THE MOIST AND COLD RACE ARE LOOSED, AND WHAT IS VITAL IN THEM ESCAPES; BUT WHATEVER SHOULD REMAIN, HAVING BEEN RELAXED, IS CONDUCTED INTO THE EARTH THROUGH COLD, AND IS MINGLED WITH ALL THE RACES OF DARKNESS" WHO CAN ENDURE THIS? WHO CAN BELIEVE, NOT INDEED THAT IT IS TRUE, BUT THAT IT COULD EVEN BE SAID? BEHOLD THOSE WHO FEAR TO ANATHEMATIZE MANICHAEUS TEACHING THESE THINGS, AND DO NOT FEAR TO BELIEVE IN A GOD DOING THEM AND SUFFERING THEM! 
CHAP. 45. CERTAIN UNSPEAKABLE TURPITUDES BELIEVED, NOT WITHOUT REASON, CONCERNING THE MANICHAEANS THEMSELVES
BUT THEY SAY, THAT THROUGH THEIR OWN ELECT THAT SAME COMMINGLED PART AND NATURE OF GOD IS PURGED, BY EATING AND DRINKING FORSOOTH, (BECAUSE THEY SAY THAT IT IS HELD LETTERED IN ALL FOODS); THAT WHEN THEY ARE TAKEN UP BY THE ELECT FOR THE NOURISHMENT OF THE BODY IN EATING AND DRINKING, IT IS LOOSED, SEALED, AND LIBERATED THROUGH THEIR SANCTITY. NOR DO THE WRETCHES PAY HEED TO THE FACT THAT THIS IS BELIEVED ABOUT THEM NOT WITHOUT GOOD REASON, AND THEY DENY IT IN VAIN, SO LONG AS THEY DO NOT ANATHEMATIZE THE BOOKS OF MANICHAEUS AND CEASE TO BE MANICHAEANS. FOR IF, AS THEY SAY, A PART OF GOD IS FETTERED IN ALL SEEDS, AND IS PURGED BY EATING ON THE PART OF THE ELECT; WHO MAY NOT PROPERLY BELIEVE, THAT THEY DO WHAT THEY READ IN THE THESAURUS WAS DONE AMONG THE POWERS OF HEAVEN AND THE PRINCES OF DARKNESS; SINCE INDEED THEY SAY THAT THEIR FLESH IS ALSO FROM THE RACE OF DARKNESS, AND SINCE THEY DO NOT HESITATE TO BELIEVE AND TO AFFIRM THAT THE VITAL SUBSTANCE FETTERED IN THEM IS A PART OF GOD? WHICH ASSUREDLY IF IT IS TO BE LOOSED, AND PURGED BY EATING, AS THEIR LAMENTABLE ERROR COMPELS THEM TO ACKNOWLEDGE; WHO DOES NOT SEE, WHO DOES NOT SHUDDER AT THE GREATNESS AND THE UNSPEAKABLENESS OF WHAT FOLLOWS? 
CHAP. 46. THE UNSPEAKABLE DOCTRINE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL EPISTLE
FOR THEY EVEN SAY THAT ADAM, THE FIRST MAN, WAS CREATED BY CERTAIN PRINCES OF DARKNESS SO THAT THE LIGHT MIGHT BE HELD BY THEM TEST IT SHOULD ESCAPE. FOR IN THE EPISTLE WHICH THEY CALL FUNDAMENTAL, MANICHAEUS WROTE AS FOLLOWS RESPECTING THE WAY IN WHICH THE PRINCE OF DARKNESS, WHOM THEY REPRESENT AS THE FATHER OF THE FIRST MAN, SPOKE TO THE REST OF HIS ALLIED PRINCES OF DARKNESS, AND HOW HE ACTED: "THEREFORE WITH WICKED INVENTIONS HE SAID TO THOSE PRESENT: WHAT DOES THIS HUGE LIGHT THAT IS RISING SEEM TO YOU TO BE? SEE HOW THE POLE MOVES, HOW IT SHAKES MOST OF THE POWERS. WHEREFORE IT IS RIGHT FOR ME RATHER TO ASK YOU BEFOREHAND FOR WHATEVER LIGHT YOU HAVE IN YOUR POWERS: SINCE THUS I WILL FORM AN IMAGE OF THAT GREAT ONE WHO HAS APPEARED IN HIS GLORY, THROUGH WHICH WE MAY BE ABLE TO RULE, FREED IN SOME MEASURE FROM THE CONVERSATION OF DARKNESS. HEARING THESE THINGS, AND DELIBERATING FOR A LONG TIME AMONG THEMSELVES, THEY THOUGHT IT MOST JUST TO FURNISH WHAT WAS DEMANDED OF THEM. FOR THEY DID NOT HAVE CONFIDENCE IN BEING ABLE TO RETAIN THE LIGHT THAT THEY HAD FOREVER; HENCE THEY THOUGHT IT BETTER TO OFFER IT TO THEIR PRINCE, BY NO MEANS WITHOUT HOPE THAT IN THIS WAY THEY WOULD-RULE. IT MUST BE CONSIDERED THEREFORE HOW THEY FURNISHED THE LIGHT THAT THEY HAD. FOR THIS ALSO IS SCATTERED THROUGHOUT ALL THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES AND THE HEAVENLY SECRETS; BUT TO THE WISE IT IS EASY ENOUGH TO KNOW HOW IT WAS GIVEN: FOR IT IS KNOWN IMMEDIATELY AND OPENLY BY HIM WHO SHOULD TRULY AND FAITHFULLY WISH TO CONSIDER. SINCE THERE WAS A PROMISCUOUS THRONG OF THOSE WHO HAD COME TOGETHER, FEMALES AND MALES OF COURSE, HE IMPELLED THEM TO COPULATE AMONG THEMSELVES: IN WHICH COPULATION THE MALES EMITTED SEED, THE FEMALES WERE MADE PREGNANT. BUT THE OFFSPRING WERE LIKE THOSE WHO HAD BEGOTTEN THEM, THE FIRST OBTAINING AS IT WERE THE LARGEST PORTION OF THE PARENTS' STRENGTH. TAKING THESE AS A SPECIAL GIFT THEIR PRINCE REJOICED. AND JUST AS EVEN NOW WE SEE TAKE PLACE, THAT THE NATURE OF EVIL TAKING THENCE STRENGTH FORMS THE FASHIONER OF BODIES, SO ALSO THE AFORESAID PRINCE, TAKING THE OFFSPRING OF HIS COMPANIONS, WHICH HAD THE SENSES OF THEIR PARENTS, SAGACITY, LIGHT, PROCREATED AT THE SAME TIME WITH THEMSELVES IN THE PROCESS OF GENERATION, DEVOURED THEM; AND VERY MANY POWERS HAVING BEEN TAKEN FROM FOOD OF THIS KIND, IN WHICH THERE WAS PRESENT NOT ONLY FORTITUDE, BUT MUCH MORE ASTUTENESS AND DEPRAVED SENSIBILITIES FROM THE FEROCIOUS RACE OF THE PROGENITORS, HE CALLED HIS OWN SPOUSE TO HIMSELF, SPRINGING FROM THE SAME STOCK AS HIMSELF, EMITTED, LIKE THE REST THE ABUNDANCE OF EVILS THAT HE HAD DEVOURED, HIMSELF ALSO ADDING SOMETHING FROM HIS OWN THOUGHT AND POWER, SO THAT HIS DISPOSITION BECAME THE FORMER AND ARRANGER OF ALL THE THINGS THAT HE HAD POURED FORTH; WHOSE CONSORT RECEIVED THESE THINGS AS SOIL CULTIVATED IN THE BEST WAY IS ACCUSTOMED TO RECEIVE SEED. FOR IN HER WERE CONSTRUCTED AND WOVEN TOGETHER THE IMAGES OF ALL HEAVENLY AND EARTHLY POWERS, SO THAT WHAT WAS FORMED OBTAINED THE LIKENESS, SO TO SPEAK, OF A FULL ORB." 
CHAP. 47. HE COMPELS TO THE PERPETRATION OF HORRIBLE TURPITUDES
O ABOMINABLE MONGER! O EXECRABLE PERDITION AND RUIN OF DELUDED SOULS! I AM NOT SPEAKING OF THE BLASPHEMY OF SAYING THESE THINGS ABOUT THE NATURE OF GOD WHICH IS THUS FETTERED. LET THE WRETCHES DELUDED AND HUNTED BY DEADLY ERROR GIVE HEED TO THIS AT LEAST, THAT IF A PART OF THEIR GOD IS FETTERED BY THE COPULATION OF MALES AND FEMALES WHICH THEY PROFESS TO LOOSE AND PURGE BY EATING IT, THE NECESSITY OF THIS UNSPEAKABLE ERROR COMPELS THEM NOT ONLY TO LOOSE AND PURGE THE PART OF GOD FROM BREAD AND VEGETABLES AND FRUITS, WHICH DONE THEY ARE SEEN PUBLICLY TO, PARTAKE OF, BUT ALSO FROM THAT WHICH MIGHT BE FETTERED THROUGH COPULATION, IF CONCEPTION SHOULD TAKE PLACE. THAT THEY DO THIS SOME ARE SAID TO HAVE CONFESSED BEFORE A PUBLIC TRIBUNAL, NOT ONLY IN PAPHLAGONIA, BUT ALSO IN GAUL, AS I HEARD IN ROME FROM A CERTAIN CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN; AND WHEN THEY WERE ASKED BY THE AUTHORITY OF WHAT WRITING THEY DID THESE THINGS, THEY BETRAYED THIS FACT CONCERNING THE THESAURUS THAT I HAVE JUST MENTIONED. BUT WHEN THIS IS CAST IN THEIR TEETH, THEY ARE IN THE HABIT OF REPLYING, THAT SOME ENEMY OR OTHER HAS WITHDRAWN FROM THEIR NUMBER, THAT IS FROM THE NUMBER OF THEIR ELECT, AND HAS MADE A SCHISM, AND HAS FOUNDED A MOST FOUL HERESY OF THIS KIND. WHENCE IT IS MANIFEST THAT EVEN IF THEY DO NOT THEMSELVES PRACTICE THIS THING, SOME WHO DO PRACTICE IT DO IT ON THE BASIS OF THOR BOOKS. THEREFORE, LET THEM REJECT THE BOOKS, IF THEY ABHOR THE CRIME, WHICH THEY ARE COMPELLED TO COMMIT, IF THEY HOLD TO THE BOOKS; OR IF THEY DO NOT COMMIT THEM, THEY ENDEAVOR IN OPPOSITION TO THE BOOKS TO LIVE MORE PURELY. BUT WHAT DO THEY DO WHEN IT IS SAID TO THEM, EITHER PURGE THE LIGHT FROM WHATEVER SEEDS YOU CAN, SO THAT YOU CANNOT REFUSE TO DO THAT WHICH YOU ASSERT THAT YOU DO NOT DO; OR ELSE ANATHEMATIZE MANICHAEUS, WHEN HE SAYS THAT A PART OF GOD IS IN ALL SEEDS, AND THAT IT IS FETTERED BY COPULATION, BUT THAT WHATEVER OF LIGHT, THAT IS, OF THE AFORESAID PART OF GOD, SHOULD BECOME THE FOOD OF THE ELECT, IS PURGED BY BEING EATEN. DO YOU SEE WHAT HE COMPELS YOU TO BELIEVE, AND DO YOU STILL HESITATE TO ANATHEMATIZE HIM? WHAT DO THEY DO, I SAY, WHEN THIS IS SAID TO THEM? TO WHAT SUBTERFUGES DO THEY BETAKE THEMSELVES, WHEN EITHER SO NEFARIOUS A DOCTRINE IS TO BE ANATHEMATIZED, OR SO NEFARIOUS A TURPITUDE COMMITTED, IN COMPARISON WITH WHICH ALL THOSE INTOLERABLE EVILS TO WHICH I HAVE ALREADY CALLED ATTENTION, SEEM TOLERABLE, NAMELY, THAT THEY SAY OF THE NATURE OF GOD THAT IT WAS PRESSED BY NECESSITY TO WAGE WAR, THAT IT WAS EITHER SECURE BY EVERLASTING IGNORANCE, OR WAS DISTURBED BY EVERLASTING GRIEF AND FEAR, WHEN THE CORRUPTION OF COM-MINGLING AND THE CHAIN OF EVERLASTING DAMNATION SHOULD COME UPON IT, THAT FINALLY AS A RESULT OF THE CONFLICT IT SHOULD BE TAKEN CAPTIVE, OPPRESSED, POLLUTED, THAT AFTER A FALSE VICTORY IT SHOULD BE FETTERED FOREVER IN A HORRIBLE SPHERE AND SEPARATED FROM ITS ORIGINAL BLESSEDNESS, WHILE IF CONSIDERED IN THEMSELVES THEY CANNOT BE ENDURED? 
CHAP. 48. AUGUSTIN PRAYS THAT THE MANICHAEANS MAY BE RESTORED TO THEIR SENSES
O GREAT IS THY PATIENCE, LORD, FULL OF COMPASSION AND GRACIOUS, SLOW TO ANGER, AND PLENTEOUS IN MERCY, AND TRUE;(1) WHO MAKES THY SUN TO RISE UPON THE GOOD AND THE EVIL, AND WHO SENDS RAIN UPON THE JUST AND THE UNJUST;(2) WHO WILLS NOT THE DEATH OF THE SINNER, SO MUCH AS THAT HE RETURN AND LIVE;(3) WHO REPROVING IN PARTS, DOST GIVE PLACE TO REPENTANCE, THAT WICKEDNESS HAVING BEEN ABANDONED, THEY MAY BELIEVE ON THEE, O LORD;(1) WHO BY THY PATIENCE DOST LEAD TO REPENTANCE, ALTHOUGH MANY ACCORDING TO THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEART AND THEIR IMPENITENT HEART TREASURE UP FOR THEMSELVES WRATH AGAINST THE DAY OF WRATH AND OF THE REVELATION OF THY RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT, WHO WILT RENDER TO EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS;(2) WHO IN THE DAY WHEN A MAN SHALL HAVE TURNED FROM HIS INIQUITY TO THY MERCY AND TRUTH, WILT FORGET ALL HIS INIQUITIES:(3) STAND BEFORE US, GRANT UNTO US THAT THROUGH OUR MINISTRY, BY WHICH THOU HAST BEEN PLEASED TO REFUTE THIS EXECRABLE AND TOO HORRIBLE ERROR, AS MANY HAVE ALREADY BEEN LIBERATED, MANY ALSO MAY BE LIBERATED, AND WHETHER THROUGH THE SACRAMENT OF THY HOLY BAPTISM, OR THROUGH THE SACRIFICE OF A BROKEN SPIRIT AND A CONTRITE AND HUMBLED HEART,(4) IN THE SORROW OF REPENTANCE, THEY MAY DESERVE TO RECEIVE THE REMISSION OF THEIR SINS AND BLASPHEMIES, BY WHICH THROUGH IGNORANCE THEY HAVE OFFENDED THEE. FOR NOTHING IS OF ANY AVAIL, SAVE THY SURPASSING MERCY AND POWER, AND THE TRUTH OF THY BAPTISM, AND THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IN THY HOLY CHURCH; SO THAT WE MUST NOT DESPAIR OF MEN AS LONG AS BY THY PATIENCE THEY LIVE ON THIS EARTH, WHO EVEN KNOWING HOW GREAT AN EVIL IT IS TO THINK OR TO SAY SUCH THINGS ABOUT THEE, ARE DETAINED IN THAT MALIGN PROFESSION ON ACCOUNT OF THE USE OR THE ATTAINMENT OF TEMPORAL OR EARTHLY CONVENIENCE, IF REBUKED BY THY REPROACHES THEY IN ANY WAY FLEE TO THY INEFFABLE GOODNESS, AND PREFER TO ALL THE ENTICEMENTS OF THE CARNAL LIFE, THE HEAVENLY AND ETERNAL LIFE. 
PATRISTIC POLEMICAL WORKS AGAINST THE GNOSTICS
ST. CHRYSOSTOM (347 - 404) FROM NICENE AND POST-NICENE FATHERS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH.
AGAINST MARCIONISTS AND MANICHAEANS
ON THE PASSAGE “FATHER IF IT BE POSSIBLE LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME, NEVERTHELESS NOT AS I WILL BUT AS THOU WILT:” AND AGAINST MARCIONISTS AND MANICHÆANS: ALSO, THAT WE OUGHT NOT TO RUSH INTO DANGER, BUT TO PREFER THE WILL OF GOD BEFORE EVERY OTHER WILL. 
1. I LATELY INFLICTED A SEVERE STROKE UPON THOSE WHO ARE GRASPING AND WISH TO OVERREACH OTHERS; 629 I DID THIS NOT IN ORDER TO WOUND THEM BUT IN ORDER TO CORRECT THEM; NOT BECAUSE I HATE THE MEN, BUT BECAUSE I DETEST THEIR WICKEDNESS. FOR SO THE PHYSICIAN ALSO LANCES THE ABSCESS, NOT AS MAKING AN ATTACK UPON THE SUFFERING BODY, BUT AS A MEANS OF CONTENDING WITH THE DISORDER AND THE WOUND. WELL TO-DAY LET US GRANT THEM A LITTLE RESPITE, THAT THEY MAY RECOVER FROM THEIR DISTRESS, AND NOT RECOIL FROM THE REMEDY BY BEING PERPETUALLY AFFLICTED. PHYSICIANS ALSO ACT THUS; AFTER THE USE OF THE KNIFE THEY APPLY PLASTERS AND DRUGS, AND LET A FEW DAYS PASS WHILST THEY DEVISE THINGS TO ALLAY THE PAIN. FOLLOWING THEIR EXAMPLE LET ME TODAY, DEVISING MEANS FOR THEM TO DERIVE BENEFIT FROM MY DISCOURSE, START A QUESTION CONCERNING DOCTRINE, DIRECTING MY SPEECH TO THE WORDS WHICH HAVE BEEN READ. FOR I IMAGINE THAT MANY FEEL PERPLEXED AS TO THE REASON WHY THESE WORDS WERE UTTERED BY CHRIST: AND IT IS PROBABLE ALSO THAT ANY HERETICS WHO ARE PRESENT MAY POUNCE UPON THE WORDS, AND THEREBY UPSET MANY OF THE MORE SIMPLE-MINDED BRETHREN. IN ORDER THEN TO BUILD A WALL AGAINST THEIR ATTACK AND TO RELIEVE THOSE WHO ARE IN PERPLEXITY FROM BEWILDERMENT AND CONFUSION, LET US TAKE IN HAND THE WORDS WHICH HAVE BEEN CITED, AND DWELL UPON THE PASSAGE, AND DIVE INTO THE DEPTHS OF ITS MEANINGS. FOR READING DOES NOT SUFFICE UNLESS KNOWLEDGE ALSO BE ADDED TO IT. EVEN AS THE EUNUCH OF CANDACE READ, BUT UNTIL ONE CAME WHO INSTRUCTED HIM IN THE MEANING OF WHAT HE WAS READING HE DERIVED NO GREAT BENEFIT FROM IT. IN ORDER THEREFORE THAT YOU MAY NOT BE IN THE SAME CONDITION ATTEND TO WHAT IS SAID, EXERT YOUR UNDERSTANDING, LET ME HAVE YOUR MIND DISENGAGED FROM OTHER THOUGHTS, LET YOUR EYE BE QUICK-SIGHTED, YOUR INTENTION EARNEST: LET YOUR SOUL BE SET FREE FROM WORLDLY CARES, THAT WE MAY NOT SOW OUR WORDS UPON THE THORNS, OR UPON THE ROCK, OR BY THE WAY SIDE, BUT THAT WE MAY TILL A DEEP AND RICH FIELD, AND SO REAP AN ABUNDANT HARVEST. FOR IF YOU THUS ATTEND TO WHAT IS SAID YOU WILL RENDER MY LABOUR LIGHTER AND FACILITATE THE DISCOVERY OF THAT WHICH YOU ARE SEEKING. WHAT THEN IS THE MEANING OF THE PASSAGE WHICH HAS BEEN READ “FATHER IF IT BE POSSIBLE LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME?” WHAT DOES THE SAYING MEAN? FOR WE OUGHT TO UNLOCK THE PASSAGE BY FIRST GIVING A CLEAR INTERPRETATION OF THE WORDS. WHAT THEN DOES THE SAYING MEAN? “FATHER IF IT BE POSSIBLE TAKE AWAY THE CROSS.” HOW SAYEST THOU? IS HE IGNORANT WHETHER THIS BE POSSIBLE OR IMPOSSIBLE? WHO WOULD VENTURE TO SAY THIS? YET THE WORDS ARE THOSE OF ONE WHO IS IGNORANT: FOR THE ADDITION OF THE WORD “IF,” IS INDICATIVE OF DOUBT: BUT AS I SAID WE MUST NOT ATTEND TO THE WORDS MERELY, BUT TURN OUR ATTENTION TO THE SENSE, AND LEARN THE AIM OF THE SPEAKER, AND THE CAUSE AND THE OCCASION, AND BY PUTTING ALL THESE THINGS TOGETHER TURN OUT THE HIDDEN MEANING. THE UNSPEAKABLE WISDOM THEN, WHO KNOWETH THE FATHER EVEN AS THE FATHER KNOWETH THE SON, HOW SHOULD HE HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF THIS? FOR THIS KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING HIS PASSION WAS NOT GREATER THAN THE KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING HIS ESSENTIAL NATURE, WHICH HE ALONE ACCURATELY KNEW. “FOR AS THE FATHER KNOWETH ME” HE SAYS “EVEN SO KNOW I THE FATHER.” 630 AND WHY DO I SPEAK OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD? FOR EVEN THE PROPHETS APPEAR NOT TO HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF THIS FACT, BUT TO HAVE KNOWN IT CLEARLY, AND TO HAVE DECLARED BEFOREHAND WITH MUCH ASSURANCE THAT SO IT MUST COME TO PASS, AND WOULD CERTAINLY BE. HEAR AT LEAST HOW VARIOUSLY ALL ANNOUNCE THE CROSS. FIRST OF ALL, THE PATRIARCH JACOB: FOR DIRECTING HIS DISCOURSE TO HIM HE SAYS “OUT OF A TENDER SHOOT DIDST THOU SPRING UP:” 631 BY THE WORD SHOOT SIGNIFYING THE VIRGIN AND THE UNDEFILED NATURE OF MARY. THEN INDICATING THE CROSS, HE SAID “THOU DIDST LIE DOWN AND SLUMBER AS A LION, AND AS A LION’S WHELP; WHO SHALL RAISE HIM UP?” 632 HERE HE CALLED DEATH A SLUMBERING AND A SLEEP, AND WITH DEATH HE COMBINED THE RESURRECTION WHEN HE SAID “WHO SHALL RAISE HIM UP?” NO ONE INDEED SAVE HE HIMSELF—WHEREFORE ALSO CHRIST SAID “I HAVE POWER TO LAY DOWN MY LIFE, AND I HAVE POWER TO TAKE IT AGAIN,” 633 AND AGAIN “DESTROY THIS TEMPLE AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE IT UP.” 634 AND WHAT IS MEANT BY THE WORDS “THOU DIDST LIE DOWN AND SLUMBER AS A LION?” FOR AS THE LION IS TERRIBLE NOT ONLY WHEN HE IS AWAKE BUT EVEN WHEN HE IS SLEEPING, SO CHRIST ALSO NOT ONLY BEFORE THE CROSS BUT ALSO ON THE CROSS ITSELF AND IN THE VERY MOMENT OF DEATH WAS TERRIBLE, AND WROUGHT AT THAT TIME GREAT MIRACLES, TURNING BACK THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, CLEAVING THE ROCKS, SHAKING THE EARTH, RENDING THE VEIL, ALARMING THE WIFE OF PILATE, CONVICTING JUDAS OF SIN, FOR THEN HE SAID “I HAVE SINNED IN THAT I HAVE BETRAYED THE INNOCENT BLOOD;” 635 AND THE WIFE OF PILATE DECLARED “HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THAT JUST MAN, FOR I HAVE SUFFERED MANY THINGS IN A DREAM BECAUSE OF HIM.” 636 THE DARKNESS TOOK POSSESSION OF THE EARTH, AND NIGHT APPEARED AT MIDDAY, THEN DEATH WAS BROUGHT TO NAUGHT, AND HIS TYRANNY WAS DESTROYED: MANY BODIES AT LEAST OF THE SAINTS WHICH SLEPT AROSE. THESE THINGS THE PATRIARCH DECLARING BEFOREHAND, AND DEMONSTRATING THAT, EVEN WHEN CRUCIFIED, CHRIST WOULD BE TERRIBLE, SAID “THOU DIDST LIE DOWN AND SLUMBER AS A LION.” HE DID NOT SAY THOU SHALT SLUMBER BUT THOU DIDST SLUMBER, BECAUSE IT WOULD CERTAINLY COME TO PASS. FOR IT IS THE CUSTOM OF THE PROPHETS IN MANY PLACES TO PREDICT THINGS TO COME AS IF THEY WERE ALREADY PAST. FOR JUST AS IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THINGS WHICH HAVE HAPPENED SHOULD NOT HAVE HAPPENED, SO IS IT IMPOSSIBLE THAT THIS SHOULD NOT HAPPEN, ALTHOUGH IT BE FUTURE. ON THIS ACCOUNT THEY PREDICT THINGS TO COME UNDER THE SEMBLANCE OF PAST TIME, INDICATING BY THIS MEANS THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF THEIR FAILURE, THE CERTAINTY OF THEIR COMING TO PASS. SO ALSO, SPOKE DAVID, SIGNIFYING THE CROSS; “THEY PIERCED MY HANDS AND MY FEET.” 637 HE DID NOT SAY THEY “SHALL PIERCE” BUT “THEY PIERCED” “THEY COUNTED ALL MY BONES.” 638 AND NOT ONLY DOES HE SAY THIS, BUT HE ALSO DESCRIBES THE THINGS WHICH WERE DONE BY THE SOLDIERS. “THEY PARTED MY GARMENTS AMONG THEMSELVES, AND UPON MY VESTURE DID THEY CAST LOTS.” 639 AND NOT ONLY THIS BUT HE ALSO RELATES THEY GAVE HIM GALL TO EAT, AND VINEGAR TO DRINK. FOR HE SAYS “THEY GAVE ME GALL FOR MY FOOD, AND FOR MY THIRST THEY GAVE ME VINEGAR TO DRINK.” 640 AND AGAIN ANOTHER ONE SAYS THAT THEY SMOTE HIM WITH A SPEAR, FOR “THEY SHALL LOOK ON HIM WHOM THEY PIERCED.” 641 ESAIAS AGAIN IN ANOTHER FASHION PREDICTING THE CROSS SAID “HE WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO THE SLAUGHTER, AND AS A LAMB BEFORE HIS SHEARER IS DUMB, SO OPENETH HE NOT HIS MOUTH.” “IN HIS HUMILIATION HIS JUDGMENT WAS TAKEN AWAY.” 642
2. NOW OBSERVE I PRAY HOW EACH ONE OF THESE WRITERS SPEAKS AS IF CONCERNING THINGS ALREADY PAST, SIGNIFYING BY THE USE OF THIS TENSE THE ABSOLUTE INEVITABLE CERTAINTY OF THE EVENT. SO ALSO, DAVID, DESCRIBING THIS TRIBUNAL, SAID, “WHY DID THE HEATHEN RAGE AND THE PEOPLE IMAGINE VAIN THINGS? THE KINGS OF THE EARTH STOOD UP, AND THE RULERS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST HIS CHRIST.” 643 AND NOT ONLY DOES HE MENTION THE TRIAL, AND THE CROSS, AND THE INCIDENTS ON THE CROSS, BUT ALSO HIM WHO BETRAYED HIM, DECLARING THAT HE WAS HIS FAMILIAR COMPANION AND GUEST. “FOR,” HE SAITH, “HE THAT EATETH BREAD WITH ME DID MAGNIFY HIS HEEL AGAINST ME.” 644 THUS ALSO DOES HE FORETELL THE VOICE WHICH CHRIST WAS TO UTTER ON THE CROSS SAYING “MY GOD, MY GOD WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?” 645 AND THE BURIAL ALSO DOES HE DESCRIBE: “THEY LAID ME IN THE LOWEST PIT, IN DARK PLACES, AND IN THE SHADOW OF DEATH.” 646 AND THE RESURRECTION: “THOU SHALT NOT LEAVE MY SOUL IN HELL, NEITHER SHALT THOU SUFFER THY HOLY ONE TO SEE CORRUPTION;” 647 AND THE ASCENSION: “GOD HAS GONE UP WITH A MERRY NOISE, THE LORD WITH THE SOUND OF THE TRUMP.” 648 AND THE SESSION ON THE RIGHT HAND: “THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD SIT THOU ON MY RIGHT HAND UNTIL I MAKE THY FOES THY FOOTSTOOL.” 649 BUT ESAIAS ALSO DECLARES THE CAUSE; SAYING, “FOR THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF MY PEOPLE IS HE BROUGHT TO DEATH,” 650 AND BECAUSE ALL HAVE STRAYED LIKE SHEEP, THEREFORE IS HE SACRIFICED.” 651 THEN ALSO HE ADDS MENTION OF THE RESULT, SAYING “BY HIS STRIPES WE HAVE ALL BEEN HEALED:” 652 AND “HE HATH BORNE THE SINS OF MANY.” 653 THE PROPHETS THEN KNEW THE CROSS, AND THE CAUSE OF THE CROSS AND THAT WHICH WAS EFFECTED BY IT, AND THE BURIAL AND THE RESURRECTION, AND THE ASCENSION, AND THE BETRAYAL, AND THE TRIAL, AND DESCRIBED THEM ALL WITH ACCURACY: AND IS HE WHO SENT THEM AND COMMANDED THEM TO SPEAK THESE THINGS IGNORANT OF THEM HIMSELF? WHAT REASONABLE MAN WOULD SAY THAT? SEEST THOU THAT WE MUST NOT ATTEND MERELY TO THE WORDS? FOR THIS IS NOT THE ONLY PERPLEXING PASSAGE, BUT WHAT FOLLOWS IS MORE PERPLEXING. FOR WHAT DOES HE SAY? “FATHER IF IT BE POSSIBLE LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME.” HERE HE WILL BE FOUND TO SPEAK NOT ONLY AS IF IGNORANT, BUT AS IF DEPRECATING THE CROSS: FOR THIS IS WHAT HE SAYS. “IF IT BE PERMISSIBLE LET ME NOT BE SUBJECTED TO CRUCIFIXION AND DEATH.” AND YET WHEN PETER, THE LEADER OF THE APOSTLES, SAID THIS TO HIM, “BE IT FAR FROM THEE LORD, THIS SHALL NOT HAPPEN UNTO THEE,” HE REBUKED HIM SO SEVERELY AS TO SAY; “GET THEE BEHIND ME SATAN, THOU ART AN OFFENCE UNTO ME, FOR THOU SAVOUREST NOT THE THINGS WHICH BE OF GOD, BUT THOSE WHICH BE OF MEN:” 654 ALTHOUGH A SHORT TIME BEFORE HE HAD PRONOUNCED HIM BLESSED. BUT TO ESCAPE CRUCIFIXION SEEMED TO HIM SO MONSTROUS A THING, THAT HIM WHO HAD RECEIVED THE REVELATION FROM THE FATHER, HIM WHOM HE HAD PRONOUNCED BLESSED, HIM WHO HAD RECEIVED THE KEYS OF HEAVEN, HE CALLED SATAN, AND AN OFFENCE, AND ACCUSED HIM OF NOT SAVOURING THE THINGS WHICH BE OF GOD BECAUSE HE SAID TO HIM, “BE IT FAR FROM THEE LORD, THIS SHALL NEVER BE UNTO THEE”—NAMELY CRUCIFIXION. HE THEN WHO THUS VITUPERATED THE DISCIPLE, AND POURED SUCH AN INVECTIVE UPON HIM AS ACTUALLY TO CALL HIM SATAN (AFTER HAVING BESTOWED SUCH GREAT PRAISE ON HIM), BECAUSE HE SAID “AVOID CRUCIFIXION,” HOW COULD HE DESIRE NOT TO BE CRUCIFIED? AND HOW AFTER THESE THINGS WHEN DRAWING THE PICTURE OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD COULD HE DECLARE THIS TO BE THE SPECIAL PROOF OF HIS VIRTUE, THAT HE SHOULD BE SACRIFICED FOR THE SAKE OF THE SHEEP, THUS SAYING, “I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD; THE GOOD SHEPHERD LAYETH DOWN HIS LIFE FOR THE SHEEP?” 655 NOR DID HE EVEN STOP THERE, BUT ALSO ADDED, “BUT HE THAT IS AN HIRELING AND NOT THE SHEPHERD SEETH THE WOLF COMING AND LEAVETH THE SHEEP, AND FLEETH.” 656 IF THEN IT IS THE SIGN OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD TO SACRIFICE HIMSELF, AND OF THE HIRELING TO BE UNWILLING TO UNDERGO THIS, HOW CAN HE WHO CALLS HIMSELF THE GOOD SHEPHERD BESEECH THAT HE MAY NOT BE SACRIFICED? AND HOW COULD HE SAY “I LAY DOWN MY LIFE OF MYSELF”? FOR IF THOU LAYEST DOWN THY LIFE OF THYSELF, HOW CANST THOU BESEECH ANOTHER THAT THOU MAYEST NOT LAY IT DOWN? AND HOW IS IT THAT PAUL MARVELS AT HIM ON ACCOUNT OF THIS DECLARATION, SAYING “WHO BEING IN THE FORM OF GOD COUNTED IT NOT A PRIZE TO BE ON AN EQUALITY WITH GOD, BUT EMPTIED HIMSELF TAKING THE FORM OF A SERVANT, BEING MADE IN THE LIKENESS OF MEN, AND BEING FOUND IN FASHION AS A MAN HE HUMBLED HIMSELF, BECOMING OBEDIENT EVEN UNTO DEATH, YEA, THE DEATH OF THE CROSS.” 657 AND HE HIMSELF AGAIN SPEAKS IN THIS WISE, “FOR THIS CAUSE DOTH MY FATHER LOVE ME, BECAUSE I LAY DOWN MY LIFE THAT I MAY TAKE IT AGAIN.” 658 FOR IF HE DOES NOT DESIRE TO LAY IT DOWN, BUT DEPRECATES THE ACT, AND BESEECHES THE FATHER, HOW IS IT THAT HE IS LOVED ON THIS ACCOUNT? FOR LOVE IS OF THOSE WHO ARE LIKE MINDED. AND HOW DOES PAUL SAY AGAIN “LOVE ONE ANOTHER EVEN AS CHRIST ALSO LOVED US AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR US?” 659 AND CHRIST HIMSELF WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO BE CRUCIFIED SAID “FATHER, THE HOUR HAS COME: GLORIFY THY SON,” 660 SPEAKING OF THE CROSS AS GLORY: AND HOW THEN DOES HE DEPRECATE IT HERE WHEN HE URGES IT THERE? FOR THAT THE CROSS IS GLORY LISTEN TO WHAT THE EVANGELIST SAYS “THE HOLY GHOST WAS NOT YET GIVEN, BECAUSE JESUS WAS NOT YET GLORIFIED.” 661 NOW THE HEARING OF THIS EXPRESSION IS “GRACE WAS NOT YET GIVEN BECAUSE THE ENMITY TOWARDS MEN WAS NOT YET DESTROYED BY REASON THAT THE CROSS HAD NOT YET DONE ITS WORK.” FOR THE CROSS DESTROYED THE ENMITY OF GOD TOWARDS MAN, BROUGHT ABOUT THE RECONCILIATION, MADE THE EARTH HEAVEN, ASSOCIATED MEN WITH ANGELS, PULLED DOWN THE CITADEL OF DEATH, UNSTRUNG THE FORCE OF THE DEVIL, EXTINGUISHED THE POWER OF SIN, DELIVERED THE WORLD FROM ERROR, BROUGHT BACK THE TRUTH, EXPELLED THE DEMONS, DESTROYED TEMPLES, OVERTURNED ALTARS, SUPPRESSED THE SACRIFICIAL OFFERING, IMPLANTED VIRTUE, FOUNDED THE CHURCHES. THE CROSS IS THE WILL OF THE FATHER, THE GLORY OF THE SON, THE REJOICING OF THE SPIRIT, THE BOAST OF PAUL, “FOR,” HE SAYS, “GOD FORBID THAT I SHOULD BOAST SAVE IN THE CROSS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.” 662 THE CROSS IS THAT WHICH IS BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN, MORE BRILLIANT THAN THE SUNBEAM: FOR WHEN THE SUN IS DARKENED THEN THE CROSS SHINES BRIGHTLY: AND THE SUN IS DARKENED NOT BECAUSE IT IS EXTINGUISHED, BUT BECAUSE IT IS OVERPOWERED BY THE BRILLIANCY OF THE CROSS. THE CROSS HAS BROKEN OUR BOND, IT HAS MADE THE PRISON OF DEATH INEFFECTUAL, IT IS THE DEMONSTRATION OF THE LOVE OF GOD. “FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, THAT EVERY ONE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH.” 663 AND AGAIN PAUL SAYS “IF BEING ENEMIES WE WERE RECONCILED TO GOD BY THE DEATH OF HIS SON.” 664 THE CROSS IS THE IMPREGNABLE WALL, THE INVULNERABLE SHIELD, THE SAFEGUARD OF THE RICH, THE RESOURCE OF THE POOR, THE DEFENSE OF THOSE WHO ARE EXPOSED TO SNARES, THE ARMOR OF THOSE WHO ARE ATTACKED, THE MEANS OF SUPPRESSING PASSION, AND OF ACQUIRING VIRTUE, THE WONDERFUL AND MARVELOUS SIGN. “FOR THIS GENERATION SEEKETH AFTER A SIGN: AND NO SIGN SHALL BE GIVEN IT SAVE THE SIGN OF JONAS” 665 AND AGAIN PAUL SAYS, “FOR THE JEWS ASK FOR A SIGN AND THE GREEKS SEEK WISDOM, BUT WE PREACH CHRIST CRUCIFIED.” 666 THE CROSS OPENED PARADISE, IT BROUGHT IN THE ROBBER, IT CONDUCTED INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN THE RACE OF MAN WHICH WAS ABOUT TO PERISH, AND WAS NOT WORTHY EVEN OF EARTH. SO GREAT ARE THE BENEFITS WHICH HAVE SPRUNG AND DO SPRING FROM THE CROSS, AND YET DOTH HE NOT DESIRE TO BE CRUCIFIED I ASK? WHO WOULD VENTURE TO SAY THIS? AND IF HE DID NOT DESIRE IT WHO COMPELLED HIM, WHO FORCED HIM TO IT? AND WHY DID HE SEND PROPHETS BEFOREHAND ANNOUNCING THAT HE WOULD BE CRUCIFIED, IF HE WAS NOT TO BE, AND DID NOT WISH TO UNDERGO IT? AND FOR WHAT REASON DOES HE CALL THE CROSS A CUP, IF HE DID NOT DESIRE TO BE CRUCIFIED? FOR THAT IS THE WORD OF ONE WHO SIGNIFIES THE DESIRE WHICH HE HAS CONCERNING THE ACT. FOR AS THE CUP IS SWEET TO THOSE WHO ARE THIRSTY SO ALSO WAS CRUCIFIXION TO HIM: WHEREFORE ALSO HE SAID “WITH DESIRE HAVE I DESIRED TO EAT THIS PASSOVER WITH YOU,” 667 AND THIS HE MEANT NOT ABSOLUTELY, BUT RELATIVELY, BECAUSE AFTER THAT EVENING THE CROSS WAS AWAITING HIM.
3. HE THEN WHO CALLS THE THING GLORY, AND REBUKES THE DISCIPLE BECAUSE HE WAS TRYING TO HINDER HIM, AND PROVES THAT WHAT CONSTITUTES THE GOOD SHEPHERD IS HIS SACRIFICING HIMSELF ON BEHALF OF THE SHEEP, AND DECLARES THAT HE EARNESTLY LONGS FOR THIS THING, AND WILLINGLY GOES TO MEET IT, HOW IS IT THAT HE BESEECHES IT MAY NOT COME TO PASS? AND IF HE DID NOT WISH IT WHAT DIFFICULTY WAS THERE IN HINDERING THOSE WHO CAME FOR THAT PURPOSE? BUT IN FACT, YOU BEHOLD HIM HASTENING TOWARDS THE DEED. AT LEAST WHEN THEY CAME UPON HIM, HE SAID “WHOM SEEK YE?” AND THEY REPLIED “JESUS.” THEN HE SAITH TO THEM “LO! I AM HE: AND THEY WENT BACKWARD AND FELL TO THE GROUND.” 668 THUS HAVING FIRST CRIPPLED THEM AND PROVED THAT HE WAS ABLE TO ESCAPE THEIR HANDS, HE THEN SURRENDERED HIMSELF, THAT THOU MIGHTEST LEARN THAT NOT BY COMPULSION OR FORCE, OR THE TYRANNICAL POWER OF THOSE WHO ATTACKED HIM, DID HE UNWILLINGLY SUBMIT TO THIS, BUT WILLINGLY WITH PURPOSE AND DESIRE, PREPARING FOR IT A LONG TIME BEFORE. THEREFORE, ALSO WERE PROPHETS SENT BEFOREHAND, AND PATRIARCHS FORETOLD THE EVENTS, AND BY MEANS OF WORDS AND DEEDS THE CROSS WAS PREFIGURED. FOR THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC ALSO SIGNIFIED THE CROSS TO US: WHEREFORE ALSO CHRIST SAID “ABRAHAM YOUR FATHER REJOICED TO SEE MY GLORY AND HE SAW IT AND WAS GLAD.” 669 THE PATRIARCH THEN WAS GLAD BEHOLDING THE IMAGE OF THE CROSS, AND DOES HE HIMSELF DEPRECATE IT? THUS, MOSES ALSO PREVAILED OVER AMALEK WHEN HE DISPLAYED THE FIGURE OF THE CROSS: AND ONE MAY OBSERVE COUNTLESS THINGS HAPPENING IN THE OLD TESTAMENT DESCRIPTIVE BY ANTICIPATION OF THE CROSS. FOR WHAT REASON THEN WAS THIS THE CASE IF HE WHO WAS TO BE CRUCIFIED DID NOT WISH IT TO COME TO PASS? AND THE SENTENCE WHICH FOLLOWS THIS IS YET MORE PERPLEXING. FOR HAVING SAID “LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME HE ADDED “NEVERTHELESS NOT AS I WILL BUT AS THOU WILT.” 670 FOR HEREIN AS FAR AS THE ACTUAL EXPRESSION IS CONCERNED, WE FIND TWO WILLS OPPOSED TO ONE ANOTHER: IF AT LEAST THE FATHER DESIRES HIM TO BE CRUCIFIED, BUT HE HIMSELF DOES NOT DESIRE IT. AND YET WE EVERYWHERE BEHOLD HIM DESIRING AND PURPOSING THE SAME THINGS AS THE FATHER. FOR WHEN HE SAYS “GRANT TO THEM, AS I AND THOU ARE ONE THAT THEY ALSO MAY BE ONE IN US,” 671 IT IS EQUIVALENT TO SAYING THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON IS ONE. AND WHEN HE SAYS “THE WORDS WHICH I SPEAK I SPEAK NOT MYSELF, BUT THE FATHER WHICH DWELLETH IN ME, HE DOETH THESE WORKS,” 672 HE INDICATES THE SAME THING. AND WHEN HE SAYS “I HAVE NOT COME OF MYSELF” 673 AND “I CAN OF MY OWN SELF DO NOTHING” 674 HE DOES NOT SAY THIS AS SIGNIFYING THAT HE HAS BEEN DEPRIVED OF AUTHORITY, EITHER TO SPEAK OR TO ACT (AWAY WITH THE THOUGHT!), BUT AS DESIRING TO PROVE THE CONCORD OF HIS PURPOSE, BOTH IN WORDS AND DEEDS, AND IN EVERY KIND OF TRANSACTION, TO BE ONE AND THE SAME WITH THE FATHER, AS I HAVE ALREADY FREQUENTLY DEMONSTRATED. FOR THE EXPRESSION “I SPEAK NOT OF MYSELF” IS NOT AN ABROGATION OF AUTHORITY BUT A DEMONSTRATION OF AGREEMENT. HOW THEN DOES HE SAY HERE “NEVERTHELESS NOT AS I WILL BUT AS THOU WILT”? PERHAPS I HAVE EXCITED A GREAT CONFLICT IN YOUR MIND, BUT BE ON THE ALERT: FOR ALTHOUGH MANY WORDS HAVE BEEN UTTERED, I KNOW WELL THAT YOUR ZEAL IS STILL FRESH: FOR THE DISCOURSE IS NOW HASTENING ON TO THE SOLUTION. WHY THEN HAS THIS FORM OF SPEECH BEEN EMPLOYED? ATTEND CAREFULLY, THE DOCTRINE OF THE INCARNATION WAS VERY HARD TO RECEIVE. FOR THE EXCEEDING MEASURE OF HIS LOVINGKINDNESS AND THE MAGNITUDE OF HIS CONDESCENSION WERE FULL OF AWE, AND NEEDED MUCH PREPARATION TO BE ACCEPTED. FOR CONSIDER WHAT A GREAT THING IT WAS TO HEAR AND TO LEARN THAT GOD THE INEFFABLE, THE INCORRUPTIBLE, THE UNINTELLIGIBLE, THE INVISIBLE, THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE, IN WHOSE HAND ARE THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, 675 WHO LOOKETH UPON THE EARTH, AND CAUSETH IT TO TREMBLE, WHO TOUCHETH THE MOUNTAINS, AND MAKETH THEM SMOKE, 676 THE WEIGHT OF WHOSE CONDESCENSION NOT EVEN THE CHERUBIM WERE ABLE TO BEAR BUT VEILED THEIR FACES BY THE SHELTER OF THEIR WINGS, THAT THIS GOD WHO SURPASSES ALL UNDERSTANDING, AND BAFFLES ALL CALCULATION, HAVING PASSED BY ANGELS, ARCHANGELS, AND ALL THE SPIRITUAL POWERS ABOVE, DEIGNED TO BECOME MAN, AND TO TAKE FLESH FORMED OF EARTH AND CLAY, AND ENTER THE WOMB OF A VIRGIN, AND BE BORNE THERE THE SPACE OF NINE MONTHS, AND BE NOURISHED WITH MILK, AND SUFFER ALL THINGS TO WHICH MAN IS LIABLE. INASMUCH THEN AS THAT WHICH WAS TO HAPPEN WAS SO STRANGE AS TO BE DISBELIEVED BY MANY EVEN WHEN IT HAD TAKEN PLACE, HE FIRST OF ALL SENDS PROPHETS BEFOREHAND, ANNOUNCING THIS VERY FACT. FOR INSTANCE THE PATRIARCH PREDICTED IT SAYING “THOU DIDST SPRING FROM A TENDER SHOOT MY SON: THOU DIDST LIE DOWN AND SLUMBER AS A LION;” 677 AND ESAIAS SAYING “BEHOLD THE VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE AND BEAR A SON AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME EMMANUEL;” 678 AND ELSEWHERE AGAIN “WE BEHELD HIM AS A YOUNG CHILD, AS A ROOT IN A DRY GROUND;” 679 AND BY THE DRY GROUND HE MEANS THE VIRGIN’S WOMB. AND AGAIN “UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN, UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN,” 680 AND AGAIN “THERE SHALL COME FORTH A ROD OUT OF THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND A FLOWER SHALL SPRING OUT OF HIS ROOT.” 681 AND BARUCH IN THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH SAYS “THIS IS OUR GOD: NO OTHER SHALL BE RECKONED BY THE SIDE OF HIM: HE FOUND OUT EVERY PATH OF KNOWLEDGE AND GAVE IT TO JACOB HIS SERVANT, AND ISRAEL HIS BELOVED. AFTER THESE THINGS ALSO, HE APPEARED UPON THE EARTH, AND HELD CONVERSE WITH MEN.” 682 AND DAVID SIGNIFYING HIS INCARNATE PRESENCE SAID “HE SHALL COME DOWN LIKE THE RAIN INTO A FLEECE OF WOOL, AND LIKE THE DROP WHICH DISTILLS UPON THE EARTH” 683 BECAUSE HE NOISELESSLY AND GENTLY ENTERED INTO THE VIRGIN’S WOMB.
4. BUT THESE PROOFS ALONE DID NOT SUFFICE, BUT EVEN WHEN HE HAD COME, LEST WHAT HAD TAKEN PLACE SHOULD BE DEEMED AN ILLUSION, HE WARRANTED THE FACT NOT ONLY BY THE SIGHT BUT BY DURATION OF TIME AND BY PASSING THROUGH ALL THE PHASES INCIDENT TO MAN. FOR HE DID NOT ENTER ONCE FOR ALL INTO A MAN MATURED AND COMPLETELY DEVELOPED, BUT INTO A VIRGIN’S WOMB, SO AS TO UNDERGO THE PROCESS OF GESTATION AND BIRTH AND SUCKLING AND GROWTH, AND BY THE LENGTH OF THE TIME AND THE VARIETY OF THE STAGES OF GROWTH TO GIVE ASSURANCE OF WHAT HAD COME TO PASS. AND NOT EVEN HERE WERE THE PROOFS CONCLUDED, BUT EVEN WHEN BEARING ABOUT THE BODY OF FLESH HE SUFFERED IT TO EXPERIENCE THE INFIRMITIES OF HUMAN NATURE AND TO BE HUNGRY, AND THIRSTY, AND TO SLEEP AND FEEL FATIGUE; FINALLY, ALSO WHEN HE CAME TO THE CROSS, HE SUFFERED IT TO UNDERGO THE PAINS OF THE FLESH. FOR THIS REASON ALSO STREAMS OF SWEAT FLOWED DOWN FROM IT AND AN ANGEL WAS DISCOVERED STRENGTHENING IT, AND HE WAS SAD AND DOWN-CAST: FOR BEFORE HE UTTERED THESE WORDS HE SAID “MY SOUL IS TROUBLED, AND EXCEEDING SORROWFUL EVER UNTO DEATH.” 684 IF THEN AFTER ALL THESE THINGS HAVE TAKEN PLACE THE WICKED MOUTH OF THE DEVIL SPEAKING THROUGH MARCION OF PONTUS, AND VALENTINUS, AND MANICHÆUS OF PERSIA AND MANY MORE HERETICS, HAS ATTEMPTED TO OVERTHROW THE DOCTRINE OF THE INCARNATION AND HAS VENTED A DIABOLICAL UTTERANCE DECLARING THAT HE DID NOT BECOME FLESH, NOR WAS CLOTHED WITH IT, BUT THAT THIS WAS MERE FANCY, AND ILLUSION, A PIECE OF ACTING AND PRETENSE, ALTHOUGH THE SUFFERINGS, THE DEATH, THE BURIAL, THE THIRST, CRY ALOUD AGAINST THIS TEACHING; SUPPOSING THAT NONE OF THESE THINGS HAD HAPPENED WOULD NOT THE DEVIL HAVE SOWN THESE WICKED DOCTRINES OF IMPIOUSNESS MUCH MORE WIDELY? FOR THIS REASON, JUST AS HE HUNGERED, AS HE SLEPT, AS HE FELT FATIGUE, AS HE ATE AND DRANK, SO ALSO DID HE DEPRECATE DEATH, THEREBY MANIFESTING HIS HUMANITY, AND THAT INFIRMITY OF HUMAN NATURE WHICH DOES NOT SUBMIT WITHOUT PAIN TO BE TORN FROM THIS PRESENT LIFE. FOR HAD HE NOT UTTERED ANY OF THESE THINGS, IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN SAID THAT IF HE WERE A MAN, HE OUGHT TO HAVE EXPERIENCED HUMAN FEELINGS. AND WHAT ARE THESE? IN THE CASE OF ONE ABOUT TO BE CRUCIFIED, FEAR AND AGONY, AND PAIN IN BEING TORN FROM PRESENT LIFE: FOR A SENSE OF THE CHARM WHICH SURROUNDS PRESENT THINGS IS IMPLANTED IN HUMAN NATURE: ON THIS ACCOUNT WISHING TO PROVE THE REALITY OF THE FLESHLY CLOTHING, AND TO GIVE ASSURANCE OF THE INCARNATION HE MANIFESTS THE ACTUAL FEELINGS OF MAN WITH FULL DEMONSTRATION. THIS IS ONE CONSIDERATION, BUT THERE IS ANOTHER NO LESS IMPORTANT. AND WHAT IS THIS? CHRIST HAVING COME TO EARTH WISHED TO INSTRUCT MEN IN ALL VIRTUE: NOW THE INSTRUCTOR TEACHES NOT ONLY BY WORD, BUT ALSO BY DEED: FOR THIS IS THE TEACHER’S BEST METHOD OF TEACHING. A PILOT FOR INSTANCE WHEN HE MAKES THE APPRENTICE SIT BY HIS SIDE SHOWS HIM HOW HE HANDLES THE RUDDER, BUT HE ALSO JOINS SPEECH TO ACTION, AND DOES NOT DEPEND UPON WORDS ALONE OR EXAMPLE ALONE: IN LIKE MANNER ALSO AN ARCHITECT WHEN HE HAS PLACED BY HIS SIDE THE MAN WHO IS INTENDED TO LEARN FROM HIM HOW A WALL IS CONSTRUCTED, SHOWS HIM THE WAY BY MEANS OF ACTION AS WELL AS BY MEANS OF ORAL TEACHING; SO ALSO WITH THE WEAVER, AND EMBROIDERER, AND GOLD REFINER, AND COPPERSMITH;—AND EVERY KIND OF ART HAS TEACHERS WHO INSTRUCT BOTH ORALLY AND PRACTICALLY. INASMUCH THEN AS CHRIST HIMSELF CAME TO INSTRUCT US IN ALL VIRTUE, HE BOTH TELLS US WHAT OUGHT TO BE DONE, AND DOES IT. “FOR,” HE SAYS, “HE WHO DOES AND TEACHES THE SAME SHALL BE CALLED GREAT IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.” 685 NOW OBSERVE; HE COMMANDED MEN TO BE LOWLY-MINDED, AND MEEK, AND HE TAUGHT THIS BY HIS WORDS: BUT SEE HOW HE ALSO TEACHES IT BY HIS DEEDS. FOR HAVING SAID “BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT, BLESSED ARE THE MEEK,” 686 HE SHOWS HOW THESE VIRTUES OUGHT TO BE PRACTICED. HOW THEN DID HE TEACH THEM? HE TOOK A TOWEL AND GIRDED HIMSELF AND WASHED THE DISCIPLES’ FEET. 687 WHAT CAN MATCH THIS LOWLINESS OF MIND? FOR HE TEACHES THIS VIRTUE NO LONGER BY HIS WORDS ONLY BUT ALSO BY HIS DEEDS. AGAIN, HE TEACHES MEEKNESS AND FORBEARANCE BY HIS ACTS. HOW SO? HE WAS STRUCK ON THE FACE BY THE SERVANT OF THE HIGH PRIEST, AND SAID “IF I HAVE SPOKEN EVIL BEAR WITNESS OF THE EVIL: BUT IF WELL WHY SMITEST THOU ME?” 688 HE COMMANDED MEN TO PRAY FOR THEIR ENEMIES: THIS ALSO AGAIN HE TEACHES BY MEANS OF HIS ACTS: FOR WHEN HE HAD ASCENDED THE CROSS HE SAID “FATHER FORGIVE THEM FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO.” 689 AS THEREFORE HE COMMANDED MEN TO PRAY SO DOES HE HIMSELF PRAY, INSTRUCTING THEE TO DO SO BY HIS OWN UNFLAGGING UTTERANCES OF PRAYER. AGAIN HE COMMANDED US TO DO GOOD TO THOSE WHO HATE US, AND TO DEAL FAIRLY WITH THOSE WHO TREAT US DESPITEFULLY: 690 AND THIS HE DID BY HIS OWN ACTS: FOR HE CAST DEVILS OUT OF THE JEWS, WHO SAID THAT HE HIMSELF WAS POSSESSED BY A DEVIL, HE BESTOWED BENEFITS ON HIS PERSECUTORS, HE FED THOSE WHO WERE FORMING DESIGNS AGAINST HIM, HE CONDUCTED INTO HIS KINGDOM THOSE WHO WERE DESIRING TO CRUCIFY HIM. AGAIN HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES “GET YOU NO GOLD NOR SILVER NEITHER BRASS IN YOUR PURSES,” 691 THUS TRAINING THEM FOR POVERTY: AND THIS ALSO HE TAUGHT BY HIS EXAMPLE, THUS SAYING, “FOXES HAVE HOLES, AND THE BIRDS OF THE AIR HAVE NESTS, BUT THE SON OF MAN HATH NOT WHERE TO LAY HIS HEAD.” 692 AND HE HAD NEITHER TABLE NOR DWELLING NOR ANYTHING ELSE OF THAT KIND: NOT BECAUSE HE WAS AT A LOSS TO OBTAIN THEM, BUT BECAUSE HE WAS INSTRUCTING MEN TO GO IN THAT PATH. AFTER THE SAME MANNER THEN HE TAUGHT THEM ALSO TO PRAY. THEY SAID TO HIM “TEACH US TO PRAY.” 693 THEREFORE ALSO HE PRAYS, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY LEARN TO PRAY. BUT IT WAS NECESSARY FOR THEM NOT MERELY TO LEARN TO PRAY BUT ALSO HOW THEY OUGHT TO PRAY: FOR THIS REASON, HE DELIVERED TO THEM A PRAYER IN THIS FORM: “OUR FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN HALLOWED BE THY NAME, THY KINGDOM COME: THY WILL BE DONE, AS IN HEAVEN, SO ON EARTH. GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD: AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS AS WE ALSO FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS: AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION:” 694 THAT IS INTO DANGER, INTO SNARES. SINCE THEN HE COMMANDED THEM TO PRAY “LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION,” HE INSTRUCTS THEM IN THIS VERY PRECEPT BY PUTTING IT IN PRACTICE HIMSELF, SAYING “FATHER IF IT BE POSSIBLE, LET THIS CUP PASS AWAY FROM ME,” THUS TEACHING ALL THE SAINTS NOT TO PLUNGE INTO DANGERS, NOT TO FLING THEMSELVES INTO THEM BUT TO WAIT FOR THEIR APPROACH, AND TO EXHIBIT ALL POSSIBLE COURAGE, ONLY NOT TO RUSH FORWARDS THEMSELVES, OR TO BE THE FIRST TO ADVANCE AGAINST TERRORS. WHY SO, PRAY? BOTH TO TEACH US LOWLINESS OF MIND, AND ALSO TO DELIVER US FROM THE CHARGE OF VAINGLORY. ON THIS ACCOUNT IT IS SAID ALSO IN THIS PASSAGE THAT WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS “HE WENT AWAY AND PRAYED:” AND AFTER HE HAD PRAYED, HE SPEAKS THUS TO HIS DISCIPLES “COULD YE NOT WATCH WITH ME ONE HOUR? WATCH AND PRAY THAT YE ENTER NOT INTO TEMPTATION.” 695 SEEST THOU HE NOT ONLY PRAYS BUT ALSO ADMONISHES? “FOR THE SPIRIT INDEED IS WILLING,” HE SAID, “BUT THE FLESH IS WEAK.” 696 NOW THIS HE SAID BY WAY OF EMPTYING THEIR SOUL OF VANITY, AND DELIVERING THEM FROM PRIDE, TEACHING THEM SELF-RESTRAINT, TRAINING THEM TO PRACTICE MODERATION. THEREFORE, THE PRAYER WHICH HE WISHED TO TEACH THEM, HE HIMSELF ALSO OFFERED, SPEAKING AFTER THE MANNER OF MEN, NOT ACCORDING TO HIS GODHEAD (FOR THE DIVINE NATURE IS IMPASSABLE) BUT ACCORDING TO HIS MANHOOD. AND HE PRAYED AS INSTRUCTING US TO PRAY, AND EVEN TO SEEK DELIVERANCE FROM DISTRESS; BUT, IF THIS BE NOT PERMITTED, THEN TO ACQUIESCE IN WHAT SEEMS GOOD TO GOD. THEREFORE HE SAID “NEVERTHELESS NOT AS I WILL BUT AS THOU WILT:” NOT BECAUSE HE HAD ONE WILL AND THE FATHER ANOTHER; BUT IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT INSTRUCT MEN EVEN IF THEY WERE IN DISTRESS AND TREMBLING, EVEN IF DANGER CAME UPON THEM, AND THEY WERE UNWILLING TO BE TORN FROM PRESENT LIFE, NEVERTHELESS TO POSTPONE THEIR OWN WILL TO THE WILL OF GOD: EVEN AS PAUL ALSO WHEN HE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED PRACTICALLY EXHIBITED BOTH THESE PRINCIPLES; FOR HE BESOUGHT THAT TEMPTATIONS MIGHT BE REMOVED FROM HIM, THUS SAYING “FOR THIS THING I BESOUGHT THE LORD THRICE:” 697 AND YET SINCE IT DID NOT PLEASE GOD TO REMOVE IT, HE SAYS “WHEREFORE I TAKE PLEASURE IN INFIRMITIES, IN INSULTS, IN PERSECUTIONS.” 698 BUT PERHAPS WHAT I HAVE SAID IS NOT QUITE CLEAR: THEREFORE I WILL MAKE IT CLEARER. PAUL INCURRED MANY DANGERS AND PRAYED THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE EXPOSED TO THEM. THEN HE HEARD CHRIST SAYING “MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR THEE, FOR MY STRENGTH IS MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS.” 699 AS SOON THEN AS HE SAW WHAT THE WILL OF GOD WAS, HE IN FUTURE SUBMITTED HIS WILL TO GOD’S WILL. BY MEANS OF THIS PRAYER THEN CHRIST TAUGHT BOTH THESE TRUTHS, THAT WE SHOULD NOT PLUNGE INTO DANGERS, BUT RATHER PRAY THAT WE MAY NOT FALL INTO THEM; BUT IF THEY COME UPON US, WE SHOULD BEAR THEM BRAVELY, AND POSTPONE OUR OWN WILL TO THE WILL OF GOD. KNOWING THESE THINGS THEN LET US PRAY THAT WE MAY NEVER ENTER INTO TEMPTATION: BUT IF WE DO ENTER IT LET US BESEECH GOD TO GIVE US PATIENCE AND COURAGE, AND LET US HONOR HIS WILL IN PREFERENCE TO EVERY WILL OF OUR OWN. FOR THEN WE SHALL PASS THROUGH THIS PRESENT LIFE WITH SAFETY, AND SHALL OBTAIN THE BLESSINGS TO COME: WHICH MAY WE ALL RECEIVE BY THE FAVOR AND LOVINGKINDNESS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WITH WHOM BE TO THE FATHER, TOGETHER WITH THE HOLY GHOST, GLORY, MIGHT, HONOR, NOW AND FOR EVER WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN. THIS WAS SUCH A VERY COMMON TOPIC WITH CHRYSOSTOM THAT IT AFFORDS NO CLUE TO THE DATE OF THE HOMILY.
THE GINZA RBA - THE CANONICAL PRAYER-BOOK OF THE MANDAEANS
[bookmark: The_Book_of_Souls]THE BOOK OF SOULS (BAPTISM LITURGY)
MY LORD BE PRAISED!
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT FIRST OTHER-WORLDLY LIFE! FROM FAR-OFF WORLDS OF LIGHT THAT ARE ABOVE ALL WORKS MAY THERE BE HEALING, VICTORY, SOUNDNESS, SPEECH AND A HEARING, JOY OF HEART AND FORGIVING OF SINS FOR ME, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUS THROUGH THE STRENGTH OF YAWAR-ZIWA AND SIMAT-HIIA!
CHAPTER 1
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE AND IN THE NAME OF KNOWLEDGE-OF-LIFE (MANDA-D-HIIA) AND IN THE NAME OF THAT PRIMAL BEING WHO WAS ELDEST AND PRECEDED WATER, RADIANCE, LIGHT AND GLORY, THE BEING WHO CRIED WITH HIS VOICE AND UTTERED WORDS. BY MEANS OF HIS VOICE AND HIS WORDS VINES GREW AND CAME INTO BEING, AND THE FIRST LIFE WAS ESTABLISHED IN ITS ABODE.
AND HE SPOKE AND SAID, "THE FIRST LIFE IS ANTERIOR TO THE SECOND LIFE BY SIX THOUSAND MYRIAD YEARS AND THE SECOND LIFE ANTERIOR TO THE THIRD LIFE BY SIX THOUSAND MYRIAD YEARS AND THE THIRD LIFE MORE ANCIENT THAN ANY 'UTHRA BY SIX THOUSAND MYRIAD YEARS. AND ANY 'UTHRA IS OLDER THAN THE WHOLE EARTH AND OLDER THAN THE SEVEN LORDS OF THE HOUSE BY SEVEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY THOUSAND MYRIAD YEARS. THERE IS THAT WHICH IS INFINITE.
AT THAT TIME THERE WAS NO SOLID EARTH AND NO INHABITANTS IN THE BLACK WATERS. FROM THEM, FROM THOSE BLACK WATERS, EVIL WAS FORMED AND EMERGED, ONE FROM WHOM A THOUSAND THOUSAND MYSTERIES PROCEEDED AND A MYRIAD, MYRIAD PLANETS WITH THEIR OWN MYSTERIES.
THE SEVEN WERE WROTH WITH ME, WERE OUTRAGED AND SAID, "THE MAN WHO SET OUT AND CAME TOWARDS US HATH NOT BOUND A CIRCLET ABOUT HIS HEAD!" THEN I TURNED MY FACE TOWARD MY CREATOR WHO CREATED ME, THE CELESTIAL LORD OF GREATNESS, AND I SAID TO HIM, "O MY CREATOR WHO CREATED ME, (O) LORD OF LOFTY GREATNESS! AS I WENT (MY WAYS) THE SEVEN WERE WROTH WITH ME AND SAID, 'THE MAN WHO WENT AND CAME TOWARDS US HATH NOT BOUND A CIRCLET ABOUT HIS HEAD!'."
THEN THAT LORD OF LOFTY GREATNESS TOOK A CIRCLET OF RADIANCE, LIGHT AND GLORY AND SET IT ON MY HEAD; HE LAID ON ME HIS HAND OF TRUTH AND HIS GREAT RIGHT HAND OF HEALINGS AND SAID TO ME, "UPON THEE SHALL REST SOMETHING OF THE LIKENESS OF SAM-GUFNA AND OF SAM-GUFAIAN AND OF SAM-PIRA-HIWARA, WHOSE RADIANCE GLEAMS AND WHOSE APPEARANCE BEAMS, FOR THEY ARE HOLY AND BELIEVING BEINGS IN THE PLACE OF LIGHT AND IN THE EVERLASTING ABODE."
AND MANDA-D-HIIA, THE VALOROUS 'UTHRA, TAUGHT, REVEALED AND SAID "EVERY NAZOREAN MAN WHO IS RIGHTEOUS AND BELIEVING, ON ARISING FROM SLEEP, MUST TAKE A WHITE TURBAN SYMBOLIZING THE GREAT MYSTERY OF RADIANCE, FIGHT AND GLORY AND SHALL RECITE THIS PRAYER THEREON. AND HE SHALL TWIST IT ROUND HIS HEAD AND REPEAT THE PRAYER SECRETLY. IT WILL BE HIS PRAISE IN THE HOUSE OF THE GREAT CELESTIAL FATHER. AND ALL PERSONS WHO BEHOLD HIM WILL BE SUBDUED IN HIS PRESENCE: ANY PERSECUTOR, OR ONE WHO INCITETH TO WRATH, WILL STAND BEFORE HIM IN FEAR, TERROR AND TREMBLING, (THEIR KNEES) KNOCKING TOGETHER. AND FOR ME, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUS, WHO HAVE PRAYED THIS PRAYER AND (THESE) DEVOTIONS, THERE WILL BE FORGIVING OF SINS AND I SHALL BE PURE IN ALL MY WORDS. AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[THIS IS THE PRAYER OF THE TURBAN].
CHAPTER 2
ILLUMINED AND ILLUMINATING IS ZIHRUN, THE GREAT MYSTERY OF RADIANCE, LIGHT AND GLORY, FROM WHOM MANDA-D-HIIA EMANATED AND WAS DIVULGED, AND FROM WHOSE VERY SELF NOBLE SONS OF THE MIGHTY AND SUBLIME LIFE PROCEEDED. HE CREATED 'UTHRAS AT HIS RIGHT AND HIS LEFT AND INSTALLED THEM IN THEIR OWN SHKINTAS, AND THEY GAVE OUT LIGHT AND WERE EFFULGENT IN THEIR OWN RAIMENT AND GLORIED IN THE KNOWLEDGE THAT THEIR FATHER HAD TRANSPLANTED THEM FROM THE HOUSE OF LIFE. AND IT IS INCUMBENT ON A PUPIL TO HONOUR HIS MASTER LIKE HIS PARENTS, (SO) THE 'UTHRAS ROSE ON (THEIR?) THRONES OF RADIANCE, LIGHT AND GLORY AND TOOK OFF THE CROWNS ON THEIR HEADS AND PLACED THEM ON THE THRONES OF RADIANCE, LIGHT AND GLORY, SAYING, "A TEACHER IS SUPERIOR TO PARENTS! RISE, OUR FATHER, IN PRAISE, AND LAY ON ME THY HAND OF TRUTH AND THY GREAT RIGHT HAND OF HEALINGS!" AND LIFE BE PRAISED!
[THIS PRAYER IS THE OPENING PRAYER OF "IN THE NAME OF THAT FIRST BEING"]
CHAPTER 3
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
LIFE CREATED YAWAR-ZIWA, SON OF LIGHT-OF-LIFE, HAMGAI-ZIWA SON OF HAMGAGAI-ZIWA. ILLUMINED AND ILLUMINATING IS THE GREAT MYSTERY OF RADIANCE, ZIHRUN, A CROWN OF RADIANCE, LIGHT AND GLORY FROM WHOM A FLOW OF LIVING WATER STREAMED OUT TO THE SHKINTAS. FOR HE IS THE REVEALER (LIT. OPENER) OF RADIANCE AND LIGHT AND DISPLAYETH HIS TREASURE WHICH EMANATED FROM HIM, TO EAGER 'UTHRAS. ALL WORLDS ADORE AND PRAISE THE MIGHTY FIRST LIFE IN ITS INDWELLINGS, AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[THIS IS THE PRAYER OF THE TURBAN]
CHAPTER 4
AS THE 'UTHRAS STAND IN THEIR SHKINTAS THEY ADORE AND PRAISE THE GREAT PLACE IN THE LIGHT WHICH IS ETERNAL, AND PRAISE MANDA-D-HIIA AND SPEAK WITH HIM. WHEN THE 'UTHRAS ARE STANDING IN THEIR SHKINTAS THEY ADORE AND PRAISE THAT TARWAN-NHURA. TO WHAT SHALL THEY DEDICATE THE WREATH UPON THEIR HEADS AND UPON WHAT SHALL THEY HANG IT? THEY DEDICATE IT TO THE TREE OF RADIANCE AND HANG IT (THEREON).
AND LIFE BE PRAISED!
[THIS IS THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF "LIFE CREATED YAWAR-ZIWA]
CHAPTER 5
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
LET THERE BE LIGHT, LET THERE BE LIGHT! LET THERE BE THE LIGHT OF THE GREAT FIRST LIFE! THERE SHONE FORTH WISDOM, VIGILANCE AND PRAISE OF THE FIRST MANA WHICH CAME FROM ITS PLACE. HE WHO TWINETH THE WREATH IS YUFIN-YUFAFIN: THE BRINGER OF THE WREATH IS 'IT-'NSIBAT-'UTRIA. 'IT-YAWAR SON OF 'NSIBAT-'UTRIA SET ON THE WREATH. HE BROUGHT IT AND PLACED IT UPON THE HEAD OF THE IMPLANTED MANAMANAS. THE WREATH FLAMES AND THE LEAVES OF THE WREATH FLAME! BEFORE THE MANA THERE IS LIGHT, BEHIND THE MANA GLORY, AND AT EITHER SIDE OF THE MANA RADIANCE, BRILLIANCE AND PURITY. AND AT THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE HOUSE AND THE SEVEN SIDES OF THE FIRMAMENT SILENCE, BLISS AND GLORY PREVAIL (LIT. ARE FOUND). AND LIFE BE PRAISED! WHICH WAS TRANSPLANTED FROM GUARDED (?)
[THIS IS THE PRAYER FOR THE TURBAN. READ IT AND SET IT ON THY HEAD.]
CHAPTER 6
A CROWN OF ETHER-FIGHT SHONE FORTH DAZZLINGLY FROM THE HOUSE OF LIFE. 'UTHRAS BROUGHT IT FROM THE HOUSE OF LIFE AND THE MIGHTY FIRST LIFE ESTABLISHED IT IN HIS SHKINTAS. HE WHO SETTETH IT UP SHALL BE SET UP AND HE WHO UPLIFTETH IT SHALL BE RAISED UP INTO THE WORLD OF LIGHT AND HE WHO ESTABLISHETH IT INTO THE ENDURING ABODE. YE ARE ESTABLISHED AND UPLIFTED TO THE PLACE (IN WHICH) RIGHTEOUS (BEINGS) ARE ESTABLISHED.
AND LIFE BE PRAISED.
[THIS IS THE PRAYER OF "LOOSING", "LET THERE BE LIGHT". THESE THREE PRAYERS "IN THE NAME OF THAT PRIMAL BEING", "LIFE CREATED YAWAR-ZIWA" AND "LET THERE BE LIGHT" READ NEAR THY CROWN AND PLACE IT ON THY HEAD. AND READ "MANDA CREATED ME" OVER THE MYRTLE-WREATH AND PUT IT ON THY HEAD ABOVE THY CROWN. AND TWINE A MYRTLE-WREATH FOR THY STAFF AND HOLD IT WITH THY CROWN. AND WHEN THOU GOEST TO THE JORDAN READ "ANSWER ME, FATHER, ANSWER ME!]
CHAPTER 7
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
THERE SHALL BE HEALING FOR ME, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUSH! STRENGTHENED AND ENHANCED IS THE GREAT MYSTERY OF RADIANCE, LIGHT AND GLORY WHICH RESTETH ON THE MOUTH OF THE GREAT LIFE! FOR FROM IT CAME INTO BEING AND WAS MANIFEST KNOWLEDGE-OF-LIFE (MANDA-D-HIIA) WHO KNEW AND INTERPRETED THE THOUGHTS OF THE FIRST LIFE, WHICH ARE WONDROUS.
AND LIFE BE PRAISED!
[READ THIS PRAYER AND HOLD THY PANDAMA FOR THY BAPTISM.]
CHAPTER 8
INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT, INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT! YEA, FOR THE MIGHTY, FIRST, SUBLIME LIFE FROM, WORLDS OF LIGHT, THE INEFFABLE ABOVE ALL WORKS! FOR THE ANCIENT RADIANCE AND FOR THE PRIMAL LIGHT, FOR THE LIFE WHICH EMANATED FROM LIFE AND FOR TRUTH (KUSHTA) THAT WAS PRISTINE, FROM THE BEGINNING.
INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT, INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT! YEA, FOR YUKABAR-ZIWA WHO WAS MIGHTY IN HIS RADIANCE, AND CAME IN HIS LIGHT AND HIS GLORY (AS) MESSENGER TO THE FIRST RIGHTEOUS ELECT (PEOPLE). HE CROSSED OVER THE WORLDS AND CAME AND RENT THE FIRMAMENT AND REVEALED HIMSELF.
INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT, INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT! YEA, FOR YUZATAQ-GNOSIS-OF-LIFE, SOURCE OF LIFE, WHO INTERPRETETH SILENCE AND GIVETH HOPE AND TAKETH THE PRAYERS OF SPIRITS AND SOULS OF RIGHTEOUS AND BELIEVING MEN, THE VIRTUOUS AND WELL PLEASING, INTO THE PLACE OF LIGHT AND INTO THE ETERNAL ABODE.
INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT, INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT! YEA, FOR THE FATHER OF 'UTHRAS, THE ANCIENT, LOFTY, OCCULT AND GUARDED, THE MAN WHO IS HIGH (YET) REMAINETH DEEP AND HIDDEN. HE SEETH AND UNDERSTANDETH THAT WHICH THE WORLDS AND GENERATIONS DO IN THE WORLDS OF DARKNESS.
INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT, INCENSE, THAT IS FRAGRANT! YEA FOR THE DWELLING OF LIFE AND THE PLANTING OF 'UTHRAS. INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT, INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT! YEA, FOR THE DWELLING OF FOUR BEINGS, SONS OF PERFECTION. INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT, INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT! YEA FOR THE DWELLING OF ABATHUR. INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT, INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT! YEA, FOR THE DWELLING OF HIBIL, SHITIL AND ANUSH, SONS OF A LIVING, BRILLIANT, HEALTHY AND STEADFAST STOCK, BEINGS NOT REMOVED BY SWORD, NOR BURNT BY FLAMES OF FIRE, NOR DROWNED IN WATER-FLOODS; WHOSE (VERY) SANDAL-STRAPS ON THEIR FEET ARE UNWETTED BY WATER. THEY SOUGHT AND FOUND, WENT TO JUDGMENT AND WERE VINDICATED, SPOKE AND WERE HEARD. THEY ARE COMPLETE, LACKING IN NAUGHT; PERFECT ARE THEY AND NOT IMPERFECT. THEY CAME FROM A PURE PLACE AND GO TO A PURE PLACE.
INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT, INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT! YEA, FOR THE LIVES OF THE MEN WHO WERE OUR ANCESTORS, OF RIGHTEOUS AND BELIEVING MEN WHO RENDERED UP (THEIR SOULS) AND DEPARTED FROM THEIR BODIES; AND OF THOSE WHO YET LIVE IN THEIR BODIES. THEY TESTIFIED AND THE DOOR OF SIN WILL BE SHUT TO THEM AND THE DOOR OF LIGHT OPEN TO THEM AND THEY WILL BE KNIT TOGETHER IN THE UNION OF LIFE, IN WHICH THERE IS NO SEPARATION. PRAY YE FOR US FROM THERE, AND WE WILL PRAY FROM HERE FOR YOU! ALL FRUITS PERISH; ALL SWEET ODORS VANISH, (BUT) THE PERFUME OF LIFE IS ESTABLISHED FOR EVER AND UNTO WORLD'S END UPON THOSE WHO LOVE HIS NAME OF TRUTH.
THOSE SOULS WHO DESCEND TO THE JORDAN AND ARE BAPTIZED SHALL BE WITHOUT SINS, TRESPASSES, FOLLIES, MISTAKES AND EVIL DEEDS: THEY WILL RISE AND BEHOLD THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE ETERNAL ABODE. AND PRAISED BE THE GREAT LIFE IN LIGHT. AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[THIS SAYING, "INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT, YEA FOR THE FIRST LIFE" RECITE OVER BOTH INCENSE AND SANDALWOOD AND PUT THEM BEFORE THEE ON THE JORDAN-BANK IN A NEW INCENSE-PAN. AND MAKE A FRESH FIRE ON THE COPPER INCENSE-PAN -- (THESE) ARE AIDS OF ALL ORDER WHICH YE CARRIED, PUT (LIT. "PERFORMED") AT THE JORDAN. THEN READ THE BAPTISMAL "WE ACKNOWLEDGED" "PRAISES", "THEE, LIFE,", "I SOUGHT TO RAISE EYES" (PRAYER 77) AND "RAISING EYES".]
CHAPTER 9
RAISING MY EYES AND LIFTING UP MY COUNTENANCE TOWARD THE PLACE WHICH IS ALL PORTALS OF RADIANCE, LIGHT, GLORY, BEAUTY, REPUTE AND HONOUR AND TO THE ABODE WHICH IS ALL BEAMS OF LIGHT; I ADORE, LAUD AND PRAISE THE MIGHTY, STRANGE (OTHER-WORLDLY) LIFE, AND THE SECOND LIFE AND THE THIRD LIFE; AND YUFIN-YUFAFIN, SAM-MANA-SMIRA, AND THE VINE WHICH IS ALL LIFE AND THE GREAT TREE WHICH IS ALL HEALINGS. I ADORE, LAUD AND WORSHIP THE PRECIOUS AND GUARDED PLACE, THE SECRET AND GUARDED MANAS AND THE LORD OF GREATNESS FROM THE SECRET PLACE AND, FROM THE HIDDEN PLACE, THE PIHTA, NEED(?), TRUTH AND FAITH.
I WORSHIP, LAUD AND PRAISE SAM-SMIRA, THE GREAT RADIANCY OF THE FIRST LIFE, SON OF THE GREAT PRIMAL LIFE WHO THOUGHT AND WAS MANIFEST, SEEKING HIS OWN: HIS SHECINAH RESTETH ON WAVES OF WATER. THE ASSEMBLY OF SOULS WHICH PROCEEDED FROM HIM, ON THE LAST DAY, WHEN THEY LEAVE THEIR BODIES, WILL REJOICE IN HIM, WILL EMBRACE HIM AND WILL RISE UP AND BEHOLD THE OUTER ETHER AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE.
I WORSHIP, LAUD AND PRAISE THE MULTITUDINOUS RADIANCIES AND GREAT MIGHTY LIGHTS: I WORSHIP, LAUD AND PRAISE PIRIAWIS, THE GREAT JORDAN OF THE FIRST LIFE WHICH IS ALL HEALINGS. I WORSHIP, LAUD AND PRAISE THE PURE YUSHAMIN WHO ABIDETH ON TREASURES OF THE WATERS AND UPON MIGHTY CELESTIAL WELLSPRINGS OF LIGHT. I ADORE, LAUD AND PRAISE THE LIFE WHICH PROCEEDED FROM LIFE AND THE TRUTH WHICH EXISTED BEFORE, IN THE BEGINNING. I WORSHIP, LAUD AND PRAISE YUKABAR-ZIWA, ENVOY OF THE LIFE AND THE WORD OF THE FIRST ELECT RIGHTEOUS ONES. I WORSHIP, LAUD AND PRAISE THE ANCIENT, SUPERNAL, OCCULT AND GUARDED ABATHUR, WHO IS HIGH, HIDDEN AND GUARDED, WHOSE THRONE IS PLACED AT THE GATE OF THE HOUSE OF LIFE. HE SITTETH WITH THE SCALES SET BEFORE HIM, WEIGHING DEEDS AND (THEIR) RECOMPENSE. HE SEETH AND DISCERNETH THAT WHICH THE WORLDS AND GENERATIONS DO. I WORSHIP, LAUD AND PRAISE MANDA-D-HIIA LORD OF HEALINGS, THE BEING WHOM THE LIFE SUMMONED AND BADE HIM HEAL THE CONGREGATION OF SOULS, DIVESTING THE CONGREGATION OF SOULS OF (THEIR) DARKNESS AND CLOTHING THEM WITH LIGHT; RAISING (THEM) AND SHOWING THEM THAT A GREAT RESTORATION OF LIFE EXISTS, A PLACE WHERE THE SPIRITS AND SOULS OF OUR FOREFATHERS SIT CLOTHED IN RADIANCE AND COVERED WITH LIGHT; SHOWING THE GREAT RESTORATION OF LIFE WHICH IS BEFORE THEM. I WORSHIP, LAUD AND PRAISE SHILMAI AND NIDBAI, THE TWO DELEGATES OF MANDA-D-HIIA, WHO RULE OVER THE GREAT JORDAN OF LIFE, FOR THEY BAPTIZE WITH THE GREAT BAPTISM OF LIGHT.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
CHAPTER 10
ON THE DAY THAT THE JORDAN WAS BESTOWED UPON SAM-SMIR, THE GREAT PURE RADIANCE OF THE FIRST LIFE WHICH FLOWED FORTH FROM HIM, BIHRAM AND RAM-RBA-HIIA WENT WITH HIM (AND?) FOUR HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND MYRIADS OF 'UTHRAS, SONS OF LIGHT, WHO DESCENDED TO THE JORDAN. HE BAPTIZED THEM AND THEY ROSE TO THE BANK. HE RAISED THEM UP AND CONFERRED UPON THEM SOME OF THE GLORY AND SOME OF THE GREATNESS WHICH WAS (CONFERRED) ON HIMSELF.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
CHAPTER 11
I HAVE WORSHIPPED AND PRAISED THAT YAWAR-ZIWA WHOSE SHKINTA IS SITUATE IN THE WORLD OF OUTER ETHER AND IN THE ENDURING ABODE. I HAVE WORSHIPPED AND PRAISED THE SEVEN HOLY AND GUARDED MANAS WHICH WERE TRANSPLANTED FROM IT. I SOUGHT IN PRAYER THE FIRST LIFE, AND, IN THE PRESENCE OF THE MIGHTY SUBLIME LIFE, DISCOVERED THAT WHICH OFFENDETH IN MYSELF, (IN ME), ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUSH AND ABOUT WHAT WHICH CAUSETH MY FRIENDS TO OFFEND, AND MY FRIENDS' FRIENDS AND THE FRIENDS OF THE GREAT FAMILY OF LIFE.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[PRAY THESE THREE PRAYERS, "RAISING EYES", "THE DAY THAT THE JORDAN WAS BESTOWED" AND "I HAVE WORSHIPPED AND PRAISED THAT YAWAR-ZIWA" ON THE JORDAN-BANK AFTER "I SOUGHT TO RAISE EYES". THEY ARE THE HELPERS (AIDS TO) BAPTISM.]
CHAPTER 12
I AM YUR SON OF BARIT (I SHONE FORTH). IN GREAT EFFULGENCE THE RADIANCE GLOWED (WITH HEAT?). THE TANNA DISSOLVED AND A SHKINTA CAME INTO BEING, A SHKINTA CAME INTO EXISTENCE AND WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE HOUSE OF LIFE.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[READ THIS PRAYER AND GRASP THY KANZALA (STOLE). IT IS THE OPENING PRAYER FOR THE JORDAN. THEN RECITE "I WENT TO THE JORDAN"].
CHAPTER 13
I WENT TO THE JORDAN, BUT NOT I ALONE, (FOR) SHILMAI AND NIDBAI, MY HELPERS, WENT WITH ME TO THE JORDAN; HIBIL AND SHITIL AND ANUSH WENT WITH ME TO THE JORDAN -- THEY WHO BAPTIZE WITH THE GREAT BAPTISM OF LIFE. PIRIAWIS-ZIWA AND PIRIAFIL-MALAKA GIVE FREE MOVEMENT TO THE LIMBS OF MY BODY!
I GO DOWN BEFORE THESE SOULS WHOM THE LIFE DELIVERETH AND SAVETH, AND PROTECTETH THESE SOULS FROM ALL THAT IS EVIL AND FROM THOSE WHO GIVE NOTHING, BUT TAKE AWAY; AND FROM THOSE WHO LEND NOTHING AND (YET) ARE PAID BACK; AND FROM EVIL SPIRITS WHICH HASTED YET DID NOT ARRIVE, AND FROM LILITHS WHICH FELL DOWN AND DID NOT ARISE.
THEIR HANDS FELL (POWERLESS) ON THEIR KNEES; THEIR EYES WERE BLINDED AND UNABLE TO SEE AND THEIR EARS BECAME DEAF AND UNABLE TO HEAR. IN YOUR NAMES, SHILMAI AND NIDBAI, AND THROUGH THE STRENGTH OF HIBIL, SHITIL AND ANUSH, SECURE, SEAL AND GUARD THESE SOULS WHO GO DOWN TO THE JORDAN AND WILL BE BAPTIZED, BY THE GREAT SEAL OF YUZATAQ-MANDA-D-HIIA, THE HEALER, WHOSE STRENGTH NONE CAN ATTAIN. AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS!
[RECITE UNTIL THOU REACHEST (THE WORDS) "PIRIAFIL, LOOSEN THE LIMBS" (ETC.). AND DESCEND (INTO THE WATER) UP TO A FOURTH OF THY THIGHS. IF THOU ART BAPTIZING A SINGLE SOUL, SAY "MY BODY, AND I GO DOWN BEFORE THIS THE SOUL OF N." IF THERE ARE SEVERAL SOULS, RECITE AS WRITTEN (ABOVE), AND AT THE PLACE WHERE IT SAID "SECURE, SEAL AND GUARD" SAY "SECURE, SEAL AND GUARD THIS SOUL OF N, AND ESTABLISH IT" AND THEN RECITE THY SAYING OVER THE STAFF.]
CHAPTER 14
IN THE NAMES OF YUSMIR THE FIRST VINE, FROM WHOM YAWAR TOOK A STAFF OF WATER AND WENT TO THE BANK OF THE JORDAN, COVERED, AS IT WERE, WITH RADIANCE AND CLOTHED IN LIGHT. OVER IT HE PRONOUNCED SECRET SAYINGS -- THESE MYSTIC NAMES: "IN THE NAME OF YUSMIR-YUSAMIR, AND OF SANI-MANA-SMIRA; IN THE NAME OF HAURAN-HAURARAN BY WHICH THE FIRST YAWAR RAISED UP 'UTHRAS, FLOURISHING VINES OF LIFE, IN THE JORDAN. BY IT HIBIL RAISETH UP LIVING SOULS IN THE JORDAN, THOSE WORTHY OF THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND OF THE EVERLASTING ABODE. BY IT THEY WILL BE ESTABLISHED AND RAISED UP IN THE HOUSE OF THE MIGHTY LIFE. IT WILL RAISE THESE SOULS, WHO GO DOWN TO THE JORDAN AND ARE BAPTIZED: THEY WILL BEHOLD THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE.
[THIS SAYING IS FOR THE STAFF. RECITE IT OVER THE OLIVEWOOD STAFF AND STICK IT INTO THE JORDAN (-BED), THEN RECITE THE BAPTISM (-AL PRAYERS).]
CHAPTER 15
BOUND IS THE SEA, BOUND ARE THE TWO BANKS OF THE SEA! BOUND ARE THE DEVILS AND DEMONS, THE DEMON-VISITANTS, HAUNTING SPIRITS, AND SATANIC AMULET-SPIRITS. BOUND ARE THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY MYSTERIES THAT ARE IN THE HOUSE!
I AM SECURED AND SEALED, I, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUSH, AND THESE SOULS WHO ARE DESCENDING TO THE JORDAN AND WILL BE SEALED BY THE SEAL OF THE MIGHTY SUBLIME LIFE, AND BY THE GREAT MA AND THE GREAT YA AND THE GREAT BAZ AND BY THE GREAT AZIZ AND BY THE GREAT AS AND BY THE GREAT ASIN AND BY THE SEA (OF?) AS. BOUND ARE (MAGIAN) PRIESTS, SLAUGHTERERS, PRIESTS WHO CUT UP VICTIMS, SCORNERS, THOSE WHO MAKE EVIL SIGNS AND THE SEVEN MYSTERIES WHICH ARE IN THE SEA. EVERY DEMON (EXORCISED) BY NAME, EVERY EVIL SPIRIT BY HIS APPELLATION, EVERY AMULET-SPIRIT AND ALL IDOL-DEMONS WHO RAISE THEIR HEADS AND SHOW THEIR COUNTENANCES, LIFTING THEMSELVES IN PRIDE AGAINST THE SUBLIME BEING AND DIRECTING THEIR EVIL EYE TOWARDS THESE SOULS WHO ARE GOING TO THE JORDAN, SHALL BE STRUCK DOWN AND SMITTEN BY YAHA-YAHA AND BY ZHA-ZHA AND BY ANGELS WHICH WHERE SENT AND COME AGAINST THEM. FLEE IN FEAR BEFORE THEM! AND BEFORE THE GLORY WHICH IS MIGHTY UPON THEM. DEPART IN FEAR AND AVAUNT! SEVEN WALLS OF IRON HAVE BEEN SET AROUND ME, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUSH, WITH WHICH HAIASHUM, THE FIRST KUSHTA, SURROUNDED HIMSELF.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
CHAPTER 16
I AM A PERFECTED GEM: INTO THE MIDST OF THE WORLDS AND AGES AM I CAST DOWN. I AM AN IRON CLUB, A GREAT ROCKY CRAG. ANY DEMON THAT DASHETH HIMSELF AGAINST ME WILL BE SHATTERED AND IF I STRIKE AT HIM, HE WILL BE DASHED TO PIECES. ANY DEMON WHICH REARETH ITS HEAD, ANY AMULET-IMP WHICH SETTETH ITS COUNTENANCE AGAINST THESE SOULS IN MALICE, OVERLOOKING THEM, WILL BE THRASHED AND STRUCK BY 'USFAR-MANHARBIEL-'STAQLUS, THE LITTLE CHILD WHO DWELLETH UPON PURE SPRINGS OF LIGHT, (YEA) BEATEN WITH THE MACE OF WATER BY WHICH FIRE WAS BEATEN OUT AND EXTINGUISHED; (AND) BY THE STRENGTH OF MÂN THE HEALER AND BY THE STRENGTH OF ELECT RIGHTEOUS (MEN).
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
CHAPTER 17
AVAUNT! FLEE IN FEAR ALL (YE) EVIL, RESTRICTING, WRATHFUL SPIRITS! FLEE, BEGONE, BE VANQUISHED AND BROUGHT TO NOUGHT BEFORE THE GLORY AND LIGHT OF MANDA-D-HIIA! PIRIAWIS-ZIWA AND PIRIAFIL-MALAKA HAVE SET MOVING THE LIMBS OF MY BODY: I DESCEND (TO THE JORDAN) BEFORE THESE STEDFAST, FLOURISHING SOULS OF THE LIVING. SHILMAI AND NIDBAI, FLY, APPROACH, ARRIVE! BEAR YE WITNESS TO THESE SOULS WHO ARE GOING DOWN TO THE JORDAN TO BE BAPTIZED. YE FOUR 'UTHRAS, SONS OF LIGHT, RHUM-HAI, 'IN-HAI, SUM-HAI AND ZANIAR-HAI, BE YE MY WITNESSES ON THE GREAT DAY OF DEPARTURE (FROM THE BODY). GREAT JORDAN OF LIFE, I LAUD THEE AND ADJURE THEE BY 'USAR-NHURA (TREASURE-OF-LIGHT), THE GREAT SOLACE AND SUPPORT OF LIFE, THAT THOU GIVEST NO ROOM TO EVIL BEINGS (WHO ARE) AGAINST THESE SOULS WHO GO DOWN INTO THEE. HEALING SHALL BE THEIRS IN THE NAME OF THE SUBLIME (STRANGE) LIFE FROM WORLDS (OF LIGHT). MAY LIFE BE ESTABLISHED IN ITS INDWELLING’S, AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
CHAPTER 18
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
PIRIAWIS, THE GREAT JORDAN OF THE FIRST LIFE, WHICH IS ALL HEALINGS, IS AFIRE LIKE THE GLORY FLAMING IN THE TANNA. WHEN LIFE WAS ARDENT AND LIFE BURST FORTH IN THE GREAT GLORY WHICH FLAMETH THEREIN, LIFE AROSE AND FOUNDED ITS SHKINTA ABOVE THE TANNA. THE RADIANCE WAXED ARDENT, THE TANNA DISSOLVED. THEY OPENED THE WATERS AND LIFE WAS ESTABLISHED BY ITS OWN WATERS). YUR (BRILLIANT LIGHT) ESTABLISHED YUR: LIFE WAS INCREASED IN POWER BY ITS OWN RADIANCE AND BY THE GREAT GLORY WHICH FLAMED IN IT.
AND IN THE WATERS LIFE ESTABLISHED LIVING (CREATURES); ABOVE THE THE WATERS FRUIT APPEARED AND A SHKINTA WAS FOUNDED.
THEE DO I INVOKE, GREAT JORDAN OF LIFE, BY (IN THE NAME OF) TREASURE-OF-LIGHT, THE GREAT SUPPORT AND SOLACE OF THE LIFE, AND BY PURE YUSAMIN WHO DWELLETH UPON THE TREASURES OF THE WATERS AND UPON WELLSPRINGS OF LIGHT; BY YUSMIR, THE BEING WHO UNITED WITH WATER; BY ADATAN AND YADATAN WHO SIT AT THE GATE OF LIFE AND SEEK SPIRITS AND SOULS IN THE PLACE OF LIGHT; BY SIIMAI AND NIDBAI WHO BEAR WITNESS BEFORE THE GREAT LIFE. BEHOLD THESE SOULS WHO QUIT DESTRUCTION FOR CONSTRUCTION, (GO) FROM ERROR TO TRUTH AND (LEAVE) THE ABODE OF FEAR OF THE DEITY OF THE HOUSE (I.E. WORLD) FOR THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE!
IF HE TO WHOM I SPEAK LISTENETH AND HE TO WHOM I CALL IS ESTABLISHED (IN THE FAITH) AND IS KNIT INTO THE COMMUNION OF LIFE AND BUILT INTO THE GREAT FABRIC OF REALITY, I WILL TAKE HIS HAND AND BE HIS SAVIOR AND GUIDE TO THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND TO THE EVERLASTING ABODE. IF I SPEAK TO HIM AND HE HEARKENETH NOT AND CALL TO HIM AND HE IS NOT UPLIFTED, HE WILL BE PUT TO THE QUESTION. (BUT) I SHALL NOT BE PUT TO THE QUESTION, BECAUSE OF THE WORD OF TRUTH (KUSHTA) AND ITS UPLIFTING BY YUKABAR. AND LIFE IS STEADFAST IN ITS DWELLINGS, AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[THEN CRY] "IN THE NAME OF LIFE! LET EVERY MAN WHOSE STRENGTH ENABLETH HIM AND WHO LOVETH HIS SOUL, COME AND GO DOWN TO THE JORDAN AND BE BAPTIZED AND RECEIVE THE PURE SIGN; PUT ON ROBES OF RADIANT LIGHT AND SET A FRESH WREATH ON HIS HEAD". [HERE BAPTIZE THE SOULS. AND THEY SHALL DESCEND BEHIND THEE AND SHALL SUBMERGE THREE TIMES. AND THY STAFF SHALL BE (REST) ON THY LEFT ARM. DIP THEM WITH THY RIGHT HAND, GRASP THEM WITH THY LEFT AND PLACE THEM BETWEEN THEE AND THY STAFF AND DIP THEM UNDER THRICE AND AND SIGN THEM THRICE WITH THY RIGHT HAND. AND THY FACE SHALL BE TOWARD THE GATE OF PRAYER).
WHEN THOU HAST SIGNED THEM, SAY, "N, SON OF N., THOU HAST BEEN SIGNED WITH THE SIGN OF LIFE AND THE NAME OF THE LIFE AND THE NAME OF MANDA-D-HIIA WERE PRONOUNCED UPON THEE. THOU HAST BEEN BAPTIZED WITH THE BAPTISM OF THE GREAT BIHRAM, SON OF THE MIGHTY (LIFE). THY BAPTISM WILL PROTECT THEE AND WILL BE EFFICACIOUS. THE NAME OF THE LIFE AND THE NAME OF MANDA-D-HIIA ARE PRONOUNCED UPON THEE!"
AND GIVE THEM THREE PALMFULS OF WATER TO DRINK AND SAY TO THEM "DRINK! AND BE HEALED AND BE STRENGTHENED! THE NAME OF THE LIFE AND THE NAME OF MANDA-D-HIIA HAVE BEEN PRONOUNCED UPON THEE". RECITE "MANDA CREATED ME" OVER THE MYRTLE-WREATHS AND PLACE THEM UPON THEIR HEADS. WHEN PLACING THY HAND ON THEIR HEADS RECITE THESE SECRET NAMES: "THE NAME OF THE GREAT MYSTIC FIRST WELLSPRING BE PRONOUNCED ON THEE; THE NAME OF THE GREAT FIRST PALMTREE BE PRONOUNCED ON THEE; THE NAME OF THE GREAT SISLAM BE PRONOUNCED ON THEE; THE NAME OF THE GREAT 'ZLAT BE PRONOUNCED ON THEE; THE NAME OF THE GREAT YAWAR BE PRONOUNCED ON THEE; THE NAME OF SIMAT-HIIA BE PRONOUNCED ON THEE; THE NAME OF THE GREAT YUKABAR BE PRONOUNCED ON THEE; THE NAME OF THE MANA AND ITS COUNTERPART BE PRONOUNCED ON THEE; THE NAME OF THE GREAT MYSTERY AND THE SECRET SAYINGS BE PRONOUNCED ON THEE; THE NAME OF THE GREAT FIRST SHAQ-ZIWA BE PRONOUNCED UPON THEE; THE NAME OF SAM-ZIWA-DAKIA, THE ELDEST, BELOVED, GREAT FIRST (BEING) BE PRONOUNCED ON THEE; THE NAME OF THE LIFE AND THE NAME OF MANDA-D-HIIA BE PRONOUNCED ON THEE."
THEN REACH THEM (PERFORM WITH THEM THE RITE OF) KUSHTA. AND HE SHALL GO UP BEFORE THEE (ON TO THE BANK). THEN DIP THY PHIAL, FILL IT WITH WATER AND GIVE IT TO WHOEVER STANDETH ON THE BANK. THEN DIP THY BOWL AND RECITE THE HYMN "AT THE WATERHEAD I WENT FORTH" AND "BLESSED ART THOU, OUTER DOOR", AND RECITE THE DEDICATORY PRAYER FOR THE JORDAN.
WHEN THOU RECITEST "BOUND IS THE SEA", "I AM A PERFECTED GEM", "AVAUNT, FLEE IN FEAR", "PIRIAWIS" AND ALL AS IT IS WRITTEN, SPEAK AS WRITTEN IF THERE ARE TWO, THREE OR MANY SOULS; BUT IT ONLY ONE SOUL SAY "THE SOUL OF N, WHO DESCENDED TO THE JORDAN AND WAS BAPTIZED AND RECEIVED THE PURE SIGN." (AND PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO THY BAPTISM.)
CHAPTER 19
MANDA CREATED ME, 'UTHRAS SET ME UP, RADIANCE CLOTHED ME AND LIGHT COVERED ME: HAZA-ZBAN SET THE WREATH ON MY HEAD, MINE, ADAM-YUHANA, SON OF MAHNUSH, AND ON THESE SOULS WHO DESCEND TO THE JORDAN AND ARE BAPTIZED. ITS TENDRILS SHINE AND ITS PERFUME IS SWEET, FOR THEY (THE TENDRILS) WITHER NOT NOR DO THEY COME APART, AND ITS LEAVES DO NOT FALL OFF.
AND LIFE BE PRAISED!
[THIS IS THE SET PRAYER FOR THE BAPTISM WREATH. RECITE IT OVER THE MYRTLE-WREATH AND PLACE IT ON THE HEADS OF THE SOULS THAT THOU, BAPTIZES].
CHAPTER 20
BLESSED ART THOU, OUTER DOOR, AND BLESSED ART THOU, EVERLASTING ABODE! BLESSED ARE YE, GREAT BEINGS OF RADIANCE AND MIGHTY AND POWERFUL BEINGS OF LIGHT. BLESSED, LAUDED AND HONOURED BE THE 'UTHRAS WHICH DWELL ON THE JORDAN! JORDAN! BE GENTLE TOWARDS THESE SOULS WHICH HAVE DESCENDED INTO THEE! LET HEALING BE THEIRS BY VIRTUE OF THE WORD OF TRUTH AND ITS UPLIITING BY YUKABAR-ZIWA.
[THIS IS THE DEDICATORY PRAYER OF THE JORDAN. WHEN THOU HAST EXTOLLED THE JORDAN, IF THOU BAPTIZES SEVERAL SOULS RECITE AS IT IS WRITTEN; IT ONLY ONE SOUL, SAY "THE SOUL OF N. WHO HATH DESCENDED INTO THEE" AND RISE TO THE BANK AND RECITE "I ROSE UP FROM THE JORDAN".]
CHAPTER 21
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
I ROSE UP FROM THE JORDAN
AND I MET A GROUP OF SOULS,
A GROUP OF SOULS I MET,
WHO SURROUNDED OUR FATHER SHITIL
SAYING TO HIM "BY THY LIFE, OUR FATHER SHITIL,
GO WITH US TO THE JORDAN."!
"IF I GO WITH YOU TO THE JORDAN
WHO WILL BE YOUR WITNESS?"
"LO, SUN HATH RISEN ABOVE US;
HE WILL BE OUR WITNESS!"
"IT IS NOT HE WHOM I SEEK,
NOT HE WHOM MY SOUL DESIRETH.
THE SUN OF WHICH YE SPOKE,
RISETH EARLY, SETTETH AT DUSK.
THE SUN OF WHICH YE SPOKE, THE SUN
IS VANITY AND COMETH TO AN END.
SUN COMETH TO AN END AND BECOMETH VANITY
AND HIS WORSHIPPERS COME TO AN END AND ARE VANITY."
I ROSE UP FROM THE JORDAN
AND A GROUP OF SOULS I MET,
A GROUP I MET OF SOULS
WHO SURROUNDED OUR FATHER SHITIL,
SAYING TO HIM, "BY THY LIFE, OUR FATHER SHITIL,
GO WITH US TO THE JORDAN!"
"IF I GO WITH YOU TO THE JORDAN,
WHO WILL BE YOUR WITNESS?"
"LO, MOON WHO SHINETH ABOVE US,
HE WILL BE OUR WITNESS!"
"IT IS NOT HE WHOM I SEEK,
NOT HE WHOM MY SOUL DESIRETH.
THE MOON, OF WHOM YE SPOKE,
RISETH AT DUSK AND SETTETH AT DAWN.
THE MOON OF WHICH YE SPOKE,
THE MOON IS VANITY AND COMETH TO AN END
AND HIS WORSHIPPERS COME TO AN END AND ARE VANITY."
I ROSE UP FROM THE JORDAN
AND A GROUP OF SOULS I MET,
A GROUP I MET OF SOULS
WHO SURROUNDED OUR FATHER SHITIL,
SAYING TO HIM, "BY THY LIFE, OUR FATHER SHITIL,
GO WITH US TO THE JORDAN!"
" IF I GO WITH YOU TO THE JORDAN
WHO WILL BE YOUR WITNESS?"
"LO, THERE BURNS A FIRE.
IT WILL BEAR WITNESS FOR US."
"THAT IS NOT WHAT I SEEK,
NOT THAT WHICH MY SOUL DESIRETH.
THE FIRE OF WHICH YE SPOKE
ONCE A DAY NEEDS A FIREBRAND.
THE FIRE OF WHICH YE SPOKE --
FIRE, IS VANITY AND COMETH TO NAUGHT
AND ITS WORSHIPPERS COME TO NAUGHT AND ARE VANITY."
I ROSE UP FROM THE JORDAN
AND A GROUP OF SOULS I MET,
I MET A GROUP OF SOULS
WHO SURROUNDED OUR FATHER SHITIL,
SAYING TO HIM, " BY THY LIFE, OUR FATHER SHITIL,
GO WITH US TO THE JORDAN!"
"IF I GO WITH YOU TO THE JORDAN,
WHO WILL BE YOUR WITNESS? 
"THE JORDAN AND ITS TWO BANKS
WILL BEAR WITNESS FOR US;
PIHTA, KUSHTA AND MAMBUHA
WILL BEAR WITNESS FOR US;
HABSHABA, (SUNDAY) AND KANA-D-ZIDQA
WILL BEAR WITNESS FOR US;
THE SANCTUARY IN WHICH WE WORSHIP
WILL BEAR WITNESS FOR US;
THE ALMS THAT IS IN OUR LAPS
WILL BEAR WITNESS FOR US;
AND OUR FATHER WHO IS OUR HEAD
WILL BEAR WITNESS FOR US."
"THIS IS THAT WHICH I SEEK,
THIS IS THAT WHICH MY SOUL DESIRETH!
WHEN I RISE TO THE HOUSE OF LIFE
AND TRAVEL TO THE EVERLASTING ABODE,
WHEN LIFE QUESTIONETH ME, (THESE) WITNESSES
WILL COME AND WILL BEAR WITNESS.
WITNESSES OF THE TRUTH ARE THEY,
SURE IS ALL THAT THEY SAY!"
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS!
[RECITE THIS PRAYER AFTER "THOU ART BLESSED, OUTER DOOR."]
CHAPTER 22
WE HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED THE NAME OF LIFE: (BELIEVE IN) THE GREAT CELESTIAL WOMB, IN THAT WHICH IS ENDLESS AND COUNTLESS, IN YALUZ-YALUZ, IN SBABUT, THE MIGHTY WILL OF LIFE; IN PIRIAWIS, FOUNT OF LIVING WATERS; IN "HE-PROVIDED-A-DWELLING" GIVING HIS LIKENESS ITS DWELLING IN THE HOUSE OF LIFE; IN THE LIFE WHOSE EYES WERE FIXED UPON THE WATERS. HE AROSE, GAZED AND BEHELD THE NEST FROM WHICH HE DERIVED HIS BEING.
WE BELIEVE IN YUFIN-YUFAFIN, IN NBAT, THE FIRST UPSURGE AND OUTFLOW OF LIFE AT ITS INCEPTION, IN ITS SECOND (OUTFLOW), SAM-SMIR; IN ITS THIRD, BIHRAM SON OF THE MIGHTY (LIFE), YUKABAR, THE WORD OF LIFE WHO CAME FROM THE HOUSE OF LIFE TO RIGHTEOUS AND BELIEVING MEN.
ANY PERSON SPRINKLED BY THIS OIL ON WHICH I HAVE PRONOUNCED THE NAME OF THE MIGHTY SUBLIME LIFE AND UPON WHOM I HAVE PRONOUNCED THESE MYSTIC NAMES, WILL HAVE HEALTH (HEALING) ABUNDANT IN HIS BODY; HEALTH ABUNDANT AND NOT POOR. AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
CHAPTER 23
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
PRECIOUS OIL ART THOU, SON OF WHITE SESAME, SON OF THE EUPHRATES BANK, SON OF THE RIVER -PLEASAUNCE, SON OF WATER-POOLS, SON OF TREASURES OF LIGHT. UPON THEE, OIL, LIFE LAID HIS HAND AND SENT THEE TO THIS WORLD WHICH IS ALL BIRTH, TO HEAL, UPLIFT, RAISE UP AND AMELIORATE ALL PAINS, DISEASES, COMPLAINTS, TUMORS (AND) THE SEVEN MYSTERIES THAT INHABIT THE BODY. I PRAISE THEE, OIL, AND ADJURE THEE, OIL, BY THE LIFE, BY MANDA-D-HIIA AND BY THE 'UTHRAS, SONS OF SALVATION (AND) BY THIS STRANGE BEING, WHO IS HONOURED, WONDROUS AND PERFECT, WHO SUMMONED CHOSEN ELECT BEINGS, SONS OF LIGHT, AND SAID TO THEM: "GIVE ME PRECIOUS OIL, SON OF WHITE SESAME, SON OF THE EUPHRATES-BANK, SON OF THE RIVER-MEADOW, SON OF WATER-POOLS, SON OF TREASURES OF LIGHT.
ANOINT, AND I WILL BRING YOU OIL: ANOINT WITH RADIANCE, FIGHT AND GLORY, THE OIL WHEREWITH I ANOINTED AND (WHICH) I BESTOWED, NOT IN THE NAME OF A GOD, NOT IN THE NAME OF SPIRIT, NOT IN THE NAME OF A MESSIAH NOR IN THE NAME OF A TEMPLE-ISHTAR. NAY, THE OIL WITH WHICH I ANOINTED, (THE OIL) WHICH I BESTOWED IS AT MY NAME, MY SIGN AND (GIVEN) AS THE NAME AND SIGN OF A LIVING, GLORIOUS, FLOURISHING AND STEADFAST RACE. ANY MAN ANOINTED BY THIS OIL WILL LIVE, BE WHOLE AND BE STRENGTHENED: HIS MOUTH WILL ASSUME THE NATURE OF ANUSH, WITHIN HIM HE WILL TAKE ON THE NATURE OF ANUSH. >FROM HIM THE SEVEN DOLOURS OF DEATH AND THE EIGHT AFFLICTIONS OF DARKNESS SHALL VIOLENTLY DEPART AND BE EXPELLED. DEMONS, DEVILS, SHEDIM, DEMON VISITANTS, AMULET-SPIRITS AND LILITHS WILL BE REMOVED AND DRIVEN OUT OF HIM IN THE PRESENCE OF THAT WHICH INCREASED THE STRENGTH, RADIANCE AND LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE OF LIFE".
AND LIFE BE PRAISED!
CHAPTER 24
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
THOU WAST ESTABLISHED, FIRST LIFE; THOU WAST IN EXISTENCE BEFORE ALL THINGS. BEFORE THEE NO BEING EXISTED.
FOR HE HATH FULFILLED HIMSELF AND HATH ISSUED IN HIS STRENGTH AND HIS STEADFASTNESS AND IN THE RADIANCE AND STRENGTH WHICH HIS FATHER HATH BESTOWED UPON HIM. FOR WE HAVE NOT CHANGED THAT WHICH THOU HAST COMMANDED US. THOU ENLARGEST OUR STEPS AND LIFTEST OUR EYES HEAVENWARDS. THOU DESCENDEST AND GIVEST US DWELLINGS BY SPRINGS OF LIFE. THOU POUREST INTO US AND FILLEST US WITH THY WISDOM, THY DOCTRINE AND THY GOODNESS. THOU SHOWEST US THE WAY BY WHICH THOU CAMEST FROM THE HOUSE OF LIFE AND WE WILL WALK THEREIN WITH THE GAIT OF RIGHTEOUS AND BELIEVING MEN, SO CAUSING OUR SPIRITS AND SOULS TO DWELL IN THE DWELLINGS OF LIFE, THE PLACE WHERE THE SPIRITS OF OUR FATHERS ABIDE, CLOTHED IN RADIANCE AND COVERED WITH LIGHT, REJOICING, LAUGHING, DANCING, EXULTING ABOUT THE GLORIOUS SPLENDOUR RESTING (UPON THEM) [?].
THIS IS THE OIL WHEREWITH HE ANOINTED, THE RADIANCE, LIGHT AND GLORY WHICH MANDA-D-HIIA BLESSED WITH HIS PURE MOUTH AND BEST-OWED ON ALL WHO LOVE HIS NAME OF TRUTH. FROM ALL THOSE WHO ARE ANOINTED WITH THIS OIL EVERY PAIN, DISEASE, COMPLAINT, TUMOR, CURSE AND PHYSICAL EVIL WILL BE REMOVED. THEY WILL BE FREED FROM FETTER AND BOND, FROM EVIL CURSES, FROM EVIL SLANDER, FROM LYING ACCUSATION, FROM THE HAND OF THE WICKED, FROM THE SWORD OF ENEMIES AND FROM THE THIRD TONGUE WHICH IS SOFTER THAN FAT AND SHARPER THAN A SWORD. (THEY WILL BE DELIVERED) FROM INCUBI AND HOBGOBLINS, FROM WICKED OUTCRY, BLACK MAGIC; FROM A SPOILT WREATH, FROM THE MALE AND FEMALE BIRUQ AND FROM THE SECOND DEATH: THEY WILL BE DRIVEN OFF AND CAST OUT BY THY SURPASSING NAME WHICH IS ALL LIFE. IT FALLETH ON THE DEAD MAN AND HE LIVETH: ON THE SICK MAN AND HE STRETCHETH (HIMSELF); ON THE BLIND MAN AND (HIS EYES) ARE OPENED; ON THE DEAF MAN AND WISDOM AND PERCEPTION ARE INFUSED INTO HIM. THE ACCUSED IS SUCCESSFUL IN HIS LAWSUIT AND THE PRISONER IS FREED FROM PRISON. THE HAND OF TRUTH AND HEALING WILL COME FROM THE HOUSE OF HEALINGS IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE WHICH EMANATED FROM LIFE AND IN THE NAME OF YUZATAQ-MANDA-D-HIIA. EVERY MAN ANOINTED WITH THIS OIL WILL BE SINLESS AND BLAMELESS IN THE PLACE OF LIFE. AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[READ THESE THREE PRAYERS "WE ACKNOWLEDGED THE NAME OF LIFE" "PRECIOUS OIL ART THOU", "THOU WAST ESTABLISHED, FIRST LIFE", UPON THE OIL AND SIGN THE SOULS THOU HAST BAPTIZED, WHEN THEY RISE UP OUT OF THE JORDAN. SAY "N. SON OF N., THOU HAST BEEN SIGNED WITH THE SIGN OF LIFE AND THE NAME OF LIFE, AND THE NAME OF MANDA-D-HIIA HATH BEEN PRONOUNCED ON THEE. THOU HAST BEEN BAPTIZED WITH THE BAPTISM OF BIHRAM THE GREAT, SON OF THE MIGHTY (LIFE). THY BAPTISM SHALL PROTECT THEE AND ATTAIN ITS END. THE NAME OF LIFE AND THE NAME OF MANDA-D-HIIA ARE PRONOUNCED ON THEE." SIGN THRICE AND GRASP THEIR RIGHT HANDS IN THE KUSHTA (RITE). THEN RECITE AND PASS (THY FINGER) OVER THINE (OWN) FACE -- THINE OWN SEALING. AND THEN THEY SHALL STAND UP BEFORE THEE. RECITE OVER THE PIHTA AND MAMBUHA AND GIVE THEM PIHTA THAT THEY MAY EAT AND MAMBUHA THAT THEY MAY DRINK AND TAKE THEIR RIGHT HANDS IN KUSHTA. THEN MAKE THEM SIT BEFORE THEE AND READ THE SEALING (PRAYER) AND LAY THY HAND ON THEIR HEADS.]
CHAPTER 25
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
WHEN A JORDAN OF LIVING WATER (WATER OF LIFE) WAS BESTOWED ON SAM-SMIR, THE GREAT RADIANCE OF LIFE, NINE HUNDRED AND NINETY-TWO THOUSAND MYRIAD 'UTHRAS, SONS OF LIGHT, OPENED THEIR MOUTHS, PRAISING MANDA-D-HIIA. "PRAISED BE MANDA-D-HIIA; PRAISED BE YAWAR-ZIWA; PRAISED BE BIHRAM AND RAM; PRAISED BE TARWAN-NHURA; PRAISED BE NBAT THE FIRST GREAT RADIANCE; PRAISED BE NSAB AND ANAN-NSAB; PRAISED BE SAR AND SARWAN; PRAISED BE THAT GREAT AND MIGHTY MANA; PRAISED BE THAT GREAT PRESENCE OF GLORY; PRAISED BE THAT WHOLE ABODE OF THOSE AT REST; PRAISED BE ALL THE WAYS AND PATHS OF THE ALMIGHTY (LIFE); PRAISED BE ALL THE MIGHTY CELESTIAL WORLDS OF LIGHT; PRAISED BE ALL THOSE OCCULT DWELLINGS (SHKINATA); PRAISED BE THAT VOICE, STRENGTH, WORD AND COMMAND WHICH COME FROM THE HOUSE OF ABATHUR; PRAISED BE ABATHUR-RAMA; PRAISED BE THE MYRIAD 'UTHRAS WHO STAND IN THE PRESENCE OF ABATHUR; PRAISED BE SHILMAI AND NIDBAI THE GUARDIAN 'UTHRAS OF THE JORDAN; PRAISED BE OUR FATHER. HIBIL, SHITIL AND ANUSH THE HEAD OF THE WHOLE RACE. TURN BACK, THRUST BACK FROM ME, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUSH AND FROM THESE SOULS WHO HAVE DESCENDED TO THE JORDAN AND BEEN BAPTIZED, TERROR, FRIGHT, FEAR OF DEVILS AND DEMONS, SHEDIM, DEMON VISITANTS, GHOSTS, AMULET-SPIRITS, LILITH’S, GODS, ANGELS, DEMONS OF HIGH PLACES AND SHRINES AND IDOL-SPIRITS: (ALL THOSE) THAT THE SEVEN PLANETS AND THE LORDS OF THE HOUSE LOOSE AGAINST SOULS IN THIS WORLD.
MANDA-D-HIIA! LIFT UP THINE EYES, (BEHOLD) THY DEVOTEES, THINE OFFSPRING AND THY PRIEST! BEHOLD US WHO STAND IN THIS PLACE WHICH IS ALL EVIL THINGS! AT THE GREAT DOOR WHICH IS ALL PRINCIPALITIES DO WE STAND, AMONGST THE WICKED, AND DWELL AMONGST SINNERS. DELIVER US FROM THIS WORLD WHICH IS ALL SINNERS AND FROM THE SORCERIES OF THE CHILDREN OF ADAM AND EVE. FORGIVE US THAT WHICH WE HAVE DONE, AND THAT WHICH WE DO FORGIVE US. FORGIVE US, LOOSER OF SINS, (OUR) TRESPASSES, OUR FOLLIES, OUR STUMBLINGS AND OUR MISTAKES. IF THOU DOST NOT LOOSE US FROM OUR SINS, TRESPASSES, FOLLIES, STUMBLINGS, AND MISTAKES, NO MAN IS CLEAN IN THY SIGHT MANDA-D-HIIA!
ACCEPT, (O) LIFE, THY PRAYER FROM THE OCCULT AND ASSURE (TO US) BLISS IN THY LIGHT IN THE NAME OF SHARHABIEL THE GREAT FIRST RADIANCE. MAY THE WORDS OF SHARHABIEL THE GREAT FIRST RADIANCE, BE ESTABLISHED FOR ALL WHO LOVE HIS NAME OF TRUTH. AND FOR ME, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUSH MAY DARKNESS BE OVERCOME AND LIGHT SET ON HIGH.
AND LIFE BE PRAISED.
CHAPTER 26
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
BOUND (TOGETHER) AND SEALED ARE THESE SOULS WHO WENT DOWN TO THE JORDAN AND WERE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE. THEY HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED WITH THE BAPTISM OF BIHRAM THE GREAT. THEIR SOULS HAVE BEEN SECURED WITH BONDS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND WITH THE BONDS OF ZHIR, THE GREAT LIGHT OF LIFE.
AND LIFE BE PRAISED!
CHAPTER 27
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
WE WERE SET UP AND RAISED UP BY 'USAR-HIIA: THROUGH 'USAR-HAI AND PTA-HAI UNION WITH THE HOUSE OF LIFE CAME TO US: MANDA-D-HIIA WENT TO US WITH RADIANCE THAT IS GREAT AND LIGHT THAT IS POWERFUL, WITH OUR MANA, OUR SIGN, OUR WAY, OUR JORDAN AND OUR BAPTISM; WITH HAURAN OUR VESTMENT; WITH HAURARAN OUR COVERING AND WITH HAZAZBAN OUR WREATH. I CALL ON THE MIGHTY, SUBLIME, ALL-SURPASSING LIFE, SUPREME OVER ALL WORKS AND I SAY TO IT, "BEHOLD, BEHOLD, GREAT LIFE, US WHO AT THY NAME, LIFE, DESCENDED INTO THE JORDAN AND FOR THY NAME'S SAKE, LIFE, WE TOOK OUR NAME AND OUR SIGN FROM THE GREAT JORDAN OF LIFE AND FROM THE GREAT SOURCE OF HEALING, AT THE WORD OF TRUTH AND (THE POWER) TO UPLIFT OF YUKABAR-ZIWA. AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
CHAPTER 28
BOUND (TOGETHER) AND SEALED ARE THESE SOULS WHO DESCENDED TO THE JORDAN AND WERE BAPTIZED. BY HAURAN-HAURARAN, THE OUT-THRUST OF THE GREAT LIFE: BY ITS NAMES, BY YUFIN-YUFAFIN AND SAM-MANA-SMIRA; BY YUSMIR, VEHICLE OF THE FIRST RADIANCE; AND BY THE BEING YUKABAR, THE (WELL-) EQUIPPED 'UTHRA; SEAL AND GUARD THESE SOULS WHO DESCENDED TO THE JORDAN AND WERE BAPTIZED, AGAINST THE DEITIES OF THE HOUSE, LEST THEY GAIN DOMINION OVER THEM. (PROTECT THEM) FROM THEIR DEVILS AND DEMONS SO THAT THEY SHALL NOT GO NEAR THEM NOR HARM THEM NOR RUIN THEM. LET ALL PAINS, DISEASES, AFFLICTIONS AND TUMORS BE REMOVED FROM THEM. LET ALL EVIL SICKNESSES AND MALIGNANT CURSES OF THE BODY BE REMOVED AND DRIVEN OFF, SO THAT THOSE WHO SIT BEFORE THEE LIKE MEN ATTAINTED SHALL STAND UP LIKE CLEAN MEN. AND HEALING SHALL BE THEIRS, THOSE SOULS WHO WENT DOWN TO THE JORDAN AND WERE BAPTIZED.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[RECITE THESE FOUR "SEALING" PRAYERS, "WHEN...WAS BESTOWED", "SECURED AND SEALED" "... BY 'USAR-HIIA" AND THE LONGER "SECURED AND SEALED" WITH A LOUD VOICE TO THE SOULS WHOM THOU HAST BAPTIZED AFTER THOU HAST GIVEN THEM PIHTA AND MAMBUHA. IF (SEVERAL) SOULS, RECITE AS WRITTEN; IF A SINGLE SOUL, SAY "FOR THIS, THE SOUL OF N." THEN MAKE THEM STAND AND RECITE "YE ARE SET UP AND RAISED UP".]
CHAPTER 29
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
YE ARE SET UP AND RAISED UP INTO THE PLACE OF THE GOOD. ESTABLISHED AMONGST MANAS OF LIGHT ARE THESE SOULS WHICH WENT DOWN TO THE JORDAN AND WERE BAPTIZED (AND THOSE) OF OUR FATHERS AND TEACHERS AND OF OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHO HAVE DEPARTED THE BODY AND THOSE WHO ARE STILL IN THE BODY. THERE, IN THE LIGHT SHALL YE BE RAISED UP.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[HERE RECITE "WHAT DID THY FATHER DO FOR THEE, SOUL. "]
CHAPTER 30
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
"WHAT DID THY FATHER DO FOR THEE, SOUL,
THE GREAT DAY ON WHICH THOU WAST RAISED UP?"
"HE TOOK ME DOWN TO THE JORDAN, PLANTED ME,
AND TOOK (ME) UP AND STOOD ME UPON ITS BANK.
HE BROKE AND GAVE ME BREAD (PIHTA),
BLESSED THE CUP AND GAVE ME THEREOF TO DRINK.
HE PLACED ME BETWEEN HIS KNEES
AND PRONOUNCED OVER ME THE NAME OF THE MIGHTY (LIFE)
HE PASSED INTO THE MOUNTAIN BEFORE ME;
HE CRIED LOUDLY THAT I MIGHT HEAR,
THAT I MIGHT HEAR HE CRIED LOUDLY,
'IF THERE IS STRENGTH IN THEE, SOUL, COME!'
'IF I CLIMB THE MOUNTAIN I SHALL FALL;
I SHALL OVERTURN AND PERISH FROM THE WORLD!'
I LIFTED MINE EYES TO HEAVEN
AND MY SOUL WAITED UPON THE HOUSE OF LIFE.
I CLIMBED THE MOUNTAIN AND FELL NOT,
I CAME (THITHER) AND FOUND THE LIFE OF MY SELF.
"WHAT DID THY FATHER DO FOR THEE, SOUL,
THE GREAT DAY ON WHICH THOU WAST RAISED UP?"
"HE TOOK ME DOWN TO THE JORDAN, PLANTED ME,
AND TOOK ME UP AND STOOD ME UPON ITS BANK.
HE BROKE AND GAVE ME BREAD,
BLESSED THE CUP AND GAVE ME THEREOF TO DRINK.
HE PLACED ME BETWEEN HIS KNEES
AND PRONOUNCED OVER ME THE NAME OF THE MIGHTY (LIFE).
HE PASSED INTO THE FIRE BEFORE ME;
AND CRIED ALOUD THAT I MIGHT HEAR,
THAT I MIGHT HEAR HE CRIED ALOUD,
'IF THERE IS STRENGTH IN THEE, SOUL, COME!'
'IF I GO INTO FIRE I SHALL BURN,
I SHALL SCORCH AND PERISH FROM THE WORLD!'
TO HEAVEN I LIFTED MINE EYES
AND MY SOUL WAITED UPON THE HOUSE OF LIFE.
I WENT INTO FIRE AND BURNED NOT,
I CAME, AND FOUND THE LIFE OF MY SELF.
"WHAT DID THY FATHER DO FOR THEE, SOUL,
THE GREAT DAY ON WHICH THOU WAST RAISED UP?"
"HE TOOK ME DOWN TO THE JORDAN, PLANTED ME,
TOOK ME UP AND STOOD ME UPON ITS BANK.
HE BROKE AND GAVE ME BREAD,
BLESSED THE CUP AND GAVE ME THEREOF TO DRINK.
HE PLACED ME BETWEEN HIS KNEES
AND PRONOUNCED OVER ME THE NAME OF THE MIGHTY (LIFE).
HE ENTERED THE SEA BEFORE ME;
HE CRIED ALOUD THAT I MIGHT HEAR,
THAT I MIGHT HEAR HE CRIED ALOUD.
'IF THERE IS STRENGTH IN THEE, SOUL, COME!'
'IF I GO INTO THE SEA I SHALL SINK,
I SHALL BE OVERTURNED AND PERISH FROM THE WORLD!'
TO HEAVEN I LIFTED MINE EYES
AND MY SOUL WAITED UPON THE HOUSE OF LIFE.
I WENT INTO THE SEA AND WAS NOT DROWNED,
I CAME, THE LIFE OF MY SELF I FOUND,
YEA, LIFE! LO, LIFE! LIFE HATH TRIUMPHED OVER THIS WORLD.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[THIS IS A BAPTISM HYMN. SET UP (RECITE?) THE HYMNS, AND WHERE IT SAYS "SOULS" RECITE AS WRITTEN, BUT IF IT IS A SINGLE SOUL SAY " AMONGST MANAS OF LIGHT, THE SOUL OF N. SON OF N. WHO WENT DOWN TO THE JORDAN AND WAS BAPTIZED AND RECEIVED THE PURE SIGN" AND CHANT "WHAT DID THY FATHER DO FOR THEE, SOUL" AND RECITE THE ANTIPHONAL HYMN "HOW LOVELY ARE PLANTS WHICH THE JORDAN (PLANTED)" AND "RIGHTLY DID MY BAPTISER BAPTIZE ME", "SHILMAI BAPTIZED ME WITH HIS BAPTISM", "THE JORDAN IN WHICH WE WERE BAPTIZED", "I REJOICE IN MY PRIESTS" AND CHANT OTHER HYMNS: "TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU", "TO YOU I CRY, MEN WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE SIGN, AND EXPLAIN", AND "A DISCIPLE, A NEW ONE, AM I WHO HAVE GONE TO THE JORDAN-BANK".
THEN RECITE THE "BLESSED AND PRAISED" OF SHUM (SHEM) SON OF NOAH AND AT THE PLACE WHERE IT SAYS "A WREATH FROM THE VINE RUAZ" (SAY) "WILL BE SET ON THE HEADS OF THESE SOULS WHO HAVE DESCENDED TO THE JORDAN, BEEN BAPTIZED AND RECEIVED THE PURE SIGN AND WHO WERE CALLED, ESTABLISHED AND SEALED BY THIS BAPTISM, AND (ON THE HEADS OF) OUR FATHERS, TEACHERS, AND BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHO HAVE DEPARTED THE BODY AND THOSE WHO ARE YET IN THE BODY". SHOULD IT BE A SINGLE SOUL WHOM THOU HAST BAPTIZED, SAY "THE SOUL OF N. WHO WENT DOWN TO THE JORDAN AND WAS BAPTIZED" AND FINISH.
AND RECITE "GOOD IS THE GOOD FOR THE GOOD" AND END. AND OFFER UP THE PETITION AND SAY THE RAHMIA FOR THE SOULS THOU BAPTIZED. SAY " THESE SOULS WHO WENT DOWN TO THE JORDAN AND WERE BAPTIZED AND RECEIVED THE PURE SIGN." IF IT WAS A SINGLE SOUL, SAY "THE SOUL OF N. SON OF N, WHO WENT DOWN TO THE JORDAN AND RECEIVED THE PURE SIGN. " AND BEWARE: FROM THE BEGINNING TO THIS POINT RECITE ALL THY BAPTISMAL PRAYERS WITH CARE, ATTENTION AND KNOWLEDGE. AND AGAIN, PERFORM KUSHTA WITH THEM AND SAY TO THEM "KUSHTA MAKE YOU WHOLE MY BROTHER-'UTHRAS! THE COMMUNION OF THE LIVING HATH BEEN PERFORMED IN THE MANNER IN WHICH 'UTHRAS PERFORM IT IN THEIR SHKINTAS. FRAGRANT IS YOUR PERFUME, MY BROTHER-'UTHRAS, (FOR) WITHIN YE ARE FULL OF RADIANCE."
AND THEY SHALL SAY "SEEK AND FIND, SPEAK AND BE HEARD!" AND KISS THEIR HANDS. IF THE SOULS BE FEMALE OR IF THE SOUL, THOU, BAPTIZES IS ONE (WOMAN), PERFORM THE KUSHTA WITH THEM AND SAY TO THEM "KUSHTA HEAL THEE AND RAISE THEE UP. THY KUSHTA SHALL BE THY WITNESS AND THINE ALMS THY SAVIOR. WHEN THEY SAY "SEEK AND FIND, SPEAK AND BE HEARD" AND KISS THEIR HANDS, THEN SAY TO THEM "YOUR KUSHTA SHALL BE YOUR WITNESS AND YOUR ALMS SHALL BE YOUR SAVIOR. YOUR PRAYER AND PRAISE WILL RISE AND OBTAIN MERCY FOR YOU. IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE; WE HAVE ACTED (ACCORDING TO) THE GOODNESS OF THE GREAT (LIFE). AND WE HAVE ARRANGED (ALL THINGS?) ACCORDING TO THY LOVING-KINDNESS FROM BEGINNING TO END. WE HAVE CALLED UPON THE GREAT JORDAN OF WATER OF LIFE AND UPON THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY JORDAN’S IN WHICH HIBIL-ZIWA WAS BAPTIZED ". AND HE (H-Z.) SAID "WARN THEM, DELIVER THEM, SAVE THEM AND PROTECT THOSE SOULS WHICH WENT DOWN TO THE JORDAN, WERE BAPTIZED AND RECEIVED THE PURE SIGN FROM ADULTERY, THEFT, BLACK MAGIC, FROM GOING TO TEMPLES AND WORSHIP IN TEMPLES AND FROM EATING TEMPLE-FOOD. AND EAT NOT OF THAT WHICH WAS KILLED BY LION OR WOLF, OR OF ANYTHING DISGORGED OR (FOUND) DEAD. BUT IMMERSE YOURSELVES AND PURIFY YOURSELVES. MANDA-D-HIIA WILL BE YOUR HELPER, AND YOUR BAPTISM WILL BE EFFICACIOUS." THEN PRAY A PRAYER AND RAHMIA FOR THYSELF, AND SAY "IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE! I WORSHIP THE FIRST LIFE AND PRAISE MY LORD MANDA-D-HIIA AND THAT GREAT PRESENCE OF SPLENDOUR WHICH EMANATED FROM ITSELF". THEN RECITE "THE FIRST LIFE BE PRAISED! TRUTH MAKE YOU WHOLE! YE ARE ESTABLISHED AND RAISED UP" AND TRANSFER THY STAFF TO THY RIGHT ARM AND END (THE PRAYER). THEN RETURN IT TO THY LEFT ARM AND RECITE THE "BLESSED AND PRAISED BE LIFE" OF SHUM SON OF NOAH. AND SIT AND RECITE "GOOD IS GOOD FOR THE GOOD" AND BEND THY KNEE, SIT, AND POUR OUT AT "FORGIVING OF SINS" (BE THERE FOR) "OUR FOREFATHERS" (ETC.) "AND THE SOULS OF MANDAEANS, PRIESTS, GANZIVRI, TREASURERS, CHIEF MEN AND ETHNARCHS" IN THE "FORGIVING OF SINS". THEN RISE TO THY FEET, TAKE THE PIHTA AND MAMBAHA AND RECITE THE EIGHT PIHTA PRAYERS FOR THE PIHTA AND THE TWO MAMBAHA PRAYERS FOR THE MAMBUHA. DIP THE PIHTA IN THE MAMBUHA AND RECITE "THE LIFE SPOKE AND LIFE OPENED" FOR THY PANDAMA AND UNFASTEN IT. EAT THY PIHTA AND DRINK THY MAMBUHA AND DRINK THE RINSING-WATER AND TAKE A SECOND RINSING AND RECITE "LIFE IS FULFILLED" AND "THE (GREAT) LIFE DWELLETH ON THOSE WHO LOVE HIM" AND CAST IN THINE INCENSE AT (THE WORDS) "RADIANCE GOETH UP TO ITS PLACE" AND AT THE PLACE WHERE IT SAYS "WILL FORGIVE THOSE THAT LOVE HIS NAME OF TRUTH" HE SHALL SAY "THOSE SOULS WHO WENT DOWN TO THE JORDAN, WERE BAPTIZED AND RECEIVED THE PURE SIGN, AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS". THEN THROW (WATER) BENEATH THY STAFF, RECITE "GOOD IS THE GOOD FOR THE GOOD" AND MAKE THE PETITION AND REPEAT THE RAHMIA FOR THYSELF. PERFORM THE KUSHTA WITH THE SHGANDA AND WHEN HE GOES DOWN, RECITE "IN RADIANCE THAT IS GREAT AM I IMMERSED", SLIP ASIDE THY PANDAMA AND HONOUR THY CROWN.]
CHAPTER 31
RADIANCE GOETH UP TO ITS PLACE AND LIGHT TO THE EVERLASTING ABODE. ON THE DAY THAT LIGHT ARISETH, DARKNESS RETURNS TO ITS PLACE. THE FORGIVER OF SINS, TRESPASSES, FOLLIES, STUMBLINGS AND MISTAKES WILL REMIT THEM FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIS NAME OF TRUTH, AND FOR THOSE SOULS WHO WENT DOWN TO THE JORDAN, WERE BAPTIZED AND RECEIVED THE PURE SIGN. CONSUMING FIRE WILL CONSUME THEE AND THY MINISTRATION WILL BE (NOTED?) IN THE HABITATIONS. THE FRAGRANCE OF LIFE RISETH TO THE HOUSE OF LIFE, AND WE (TOO) WILL RISE UP TO THE HOUSE OF LIFE: WE SHALL BE WITH THE VICTORIOUS 5). IT IS OUR SUPPORT, AND OUR CONFIDENCE IS IN LIFE IN THE PLACE OF LIGHT AND IN THE EVERLASTING ABODE. LIFE IS ESTABLISHED AND SET UP IN ITS INDWELLING’S, AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS OVER ALL WORKS.
[THIS IS THE "LOOSING" (CONSECRATION) OF INCENSE FOR BAPTISM.]
[IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE! MAY MY THOUGHT, KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING BE ENLIGHTENED, MINE, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUSH, BY MEANS OF THESE (PRAYERS), ADMONITIONS & HYMNS OF BAPTISM, WHICH WERE TRANSCRIBED FROM THE SCROLL THE GREAT WELLSPRING. THIS IS THE BAPTISM WHEREWITH ADAM THE FIRST MAN WAS BAPTIZED BY HIBIL-ZIWA WHEN HE BREATHED THE PURE MANA INTO HIM & HE GOT UP, SNEEZED & LIVED.
AND ADAM QUESTIONED, AND SPOKE, "THROUGH THE POWER OF HIBIL-ZIWA HAVE I ATTAINED MY END!"
THEN HIBIL-ZIWA AROSE, PUT ON THE SEVEN VESTMENTS, AND WENT TO THE JORDAN-BANK. WHEN ADAM HAD PLACED THE QAUQA (AND) FIRE BEFORE HIBIL-ZIWA, HIBIL-ZIWA TWINED A WREATH FOR HIS STAFF AND TWINED A WREATH FOR ADAM, THEN ROSE AND WENT TO THE JORDAN AND RECITED THE PRAYER "ANSWER ME, MY FATHER, ANSWER ME, FOR I HAVE GONE TO THE JORDAN IN THE STRENGTH OF MY FATHER YAWAR, AND IN THE STRENGTH OF MANDA-D-HIIA A WREATH HATH BEEN SET UPON THE 'UTHRAS." THEN HE AROSE AND RECITED "IN THE NAME OF THAT FIRST BEING" FOR HIS CROWN AND SET IT ON HIS HEAD, THEN RECITED "LIFE CREATED YAWAR-ZIWA", "LET THERE BE LIGHT" AND MANDA CREATED ME" FOR THE MYRTLE-WREATH AND SET IT BESIDE THE CROWN.
AND HE HELD THE END OF HIS STOLE AND RECITED "STRENGTHENED AND ENHANCED IS THE GREAT MYSTERY OF RADIANCE, LIGHT AND GLORY" OVER HIS PANDAMA, FOLDED HIS PANDAMA OVER HIS MOUTH AND RECITED "INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT, YEA, FOR THE FIRST LIFE" AND CAST INCENSE ON THE FIRE. AND HE RECITED "WE HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED," "PRAISES", "THEE, THYSELF", "I SOUGHT TO LIFT MINE EYES", "THE DAY THAT THE JORDAN WAS BESTOWED ON SAM-SMIR", "I HAVE WORSHIPPED AND PRAISED THAT YAWAR-ZIWA" AND "I AM YUR SON OF BARIT; IN GREAT RADIANCE". AND HE HELD HIS STOLE AND RECITED "I WENT TO THE JORDAN, BUT NOT I ALONE" UP TO THE PLACE WHERE IT SAYS "GIVE FREE MOVEMENT TO THE LIMBS OF MY BODY; I GO DOWN," AND HE WENT DOWN INTO THE JORDAN UP TO A FOURTH OF HIS THIGHS. AND HE RECITED "IN THE NAME OF YUSMIR, THE FIRST VINE" OVER HIS STAFF, AND AT THE PLACE WHERE IT SAITH "COVERED WITH RADIANCE AND CLOTHED IN LIGHT" HE CAST THE MYRTLE-WREATH OVER THE STAFF AND "CLOTHED" IT WITH HIS STOLE.
AND HE RECITED "BOUND IS THE SEA" AND TRACED THREE CIRCLES THRICE OVER IN THE JORDAN. AND HE RECITED "I AM A PERFECTED GEM", AND "AVAUNT, FLEE IN FEAR" AND SPLASHED THE WATER IN THE JORDAN AT HIS RIGHT, HIS LEFT AND IN FRONT OF HIM AND RECITED "PIRIAWIS" AS WRITTEN. THEN HE CHANTED A HYMN AND SAID TO HIM "ANY MAN WHO HATH STRENGTH THERETO AND WHO LOVETH HIS SOUL, LET HIM COME AND GO DOWN TO THE JORDAN, BE BAPTIZED, RECEIVE THE PURE SIGN, PUT ON ROBES OF RADIANT LIGHT AND SET A FRESH WREATH ON HIS HEAD."
AND ADAM DESCENDED INTO THE JORDAN AND SUBMERGED HIMSELF THRICE BEHIND HIM (HIBIL-ZIWA), WHO TOOK HIM BY THE RIGHT HAND TRANSFERRED HIM TO HIS LEFT, PLACED HIM BETWEEN HIMSELF AND HIS STAFF, DIPPED HIM THRICE AND SIGNED HIM THRICE IN THE JORDAN.
AND HE GAVE HIM THREE PALMFULS OF WATER TO DRINK AND RECITED "MANDA CREATED ME" OVER THE MYRTLE-WREATH AND SET IT UPON HIS (ADAM'S) HEAD AND PRONOUNCED THE SECRET NAMES OVER HIM.
(THEN) HE TOOK HIS HAND IN KUSHTA OVER THE STAFF AND MADE HIM GO UP BEFORE HIM.
(THEN) HE TOOK WATER FROM THE JORDAN INTO HIS PHIAL AND RECITED THE HYMN "AT THE WATERHEAD I WENT FORTH" AND "BLESSED ART THOU, OUTER DOOR", AND RECITED "I ROSE UP FROM THE JORDAN, AND A GROUP (OF SOULS) I MET". AND HE CAME UP OUT OF THE JORDAN AND COMPLETED IT (THE HYMN). AND HE TOOK UP THE OIL AND RECITED "WE HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED THE NAME OF LIFE", "PRECIOUS OIL ART THOU" AND "THOU WAST ESTABLISHED, FIRST LIFE" OVER THE OIL. THEN HE SIGNED HIM THRICE AND MADE PASSES OVER HIM THRICE, AND AT EACH SIGNING HE LAID HIS HAND ON HIS (ADAM'S) HEAD AND REPEATED THOSE NAMES WHICH HE HAD PRONOUNCED OVER HIM IN THE JORDAN.
AND HE PERFORMED KUSHTA WITH HIM. (THEN) HE TOOK THE PIHTA AND RECITED THE EIGHT PRAYERS FOR THE PIHTA OVER THE PIHTA AND THE TWO PRAYERS FOR THE MAMBUHA OVER THE MAMBUHA. AND HE GAVE HIM THE PIHTA SO THAT HE SHOULD EAT AND GAVE HIM THE MAMBUHA THAT HE MIGHT DRINK, AND HE DRANK THE RINSING (WATER).
AND HE GRASPED HIS HAND IN KUSHTA AND SEATED HIM BEFORE HIM AND RECITED THE "SEALING" PRAYERS, "WHEN A JORDAN OF LIVING WATER AND BESTOWED UPON SAM-SMIR, THE GREAT RADIANCE OF LIFE", "BOUND AND SEALED", "BY 'USAR-HIIA" AND THE GREATER (LONGER) "BOUND AND SEALED" AND LAID HIS HAND UPON HIM AND STOOD AND RECITED "YE ARE SET UP AND RAISED UP", "WHAT DID THY FATHER DO FOR THEE, SOUL?", "HOW LOVELY ARE THE PLANTS WHICH THE JORDAN PLANTED AND RAISED UP", "RIGHTLY DID MY BAPTIZER BAPTIZE ME", "SHILMAI BAPTIZED ME WITH HIS BAPTISM AND NIDBAI", "THE JORDAN IN WHICH WE WERE BAPTIZE WILL BEAR US WITNESS", AND "I REJOICE IN MY PRIESTS AND NAZOREANS WHO HEARKEN TO MY CONVERSE".
AND HE CHANTED THE HYMNS "TRULY DO I SAY TO YOU", "TO YOU I CRY AND EXPLAIN" AND "A NEW DISCIPLE AM I WHO HATH COME TO THE JORDAN BANK".
AND HE READ ALL THE HYMNS AND HOMILIES UNTO THEIR END AND RECITED "BLESSED AND PRAISED BE LIFE" OF SHUM SON OF NOAH AND "GOOD IS THE GOOD FOR THE GOOD". AND HE RECITED "IN RADIANCE THAT IS GREAT AM I IMMERSED" AND LOOSED HIS KANZALA (STOLE) AND "HONOURED" HIS CROWN.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.]
[THEN HIBIL-ZIWA GAVE JUDGEMENT AND SAID "THE LIFE HATH ANATHEMATISED AND MANDA-D-HIIA HATH CRIED OUT AGAINST AND THE GREAT FIRST WORD HATH PRONOUNCED AGAINST ANY MAN, PRIEST, WHO PERFORMED A BAPTISM WITHOUT HIS PANDAMA. HE SHALL BE ACCURSED BY THE NAME (VEIN) OF THE GREAT WELLSPRING: SHILMAI AND NIDBAI THE GUARDIAN 'UTHRAS OF THE JORDAN WILL CURSE HIM AND THE WELLSPRING AND PALMTREE WILL CURSE HIM. YUKABAR WILL TAKE AWAY HIS CROWN AND HIS SEAL AND HULL HIM BACK TO HIS NATURAL HOME, THE PLACE OF DARKNESS. MOREOVER, BEFORE ANY NAZOREAN WHO RETAINS HIS PANDAMA WHILST PERFORMING A BAPTISM, A VEIN OF THE GREAT WELLSPRING WILL HEAP UP AND ALL THAT HE DOETH WILL BE CONFIRMED. ALL MISCHANCES WILL AVOID HIM AND DARKNESS WILL ROLL AWAY FROM HIM. HIS VESTMENTS WILL BE KEPT IN OUR SAFEKEEPING. WHILST HE IS ALIVE IN HIS BODY THE 7 WILL BE POWERLESS TO, LOOSE FEAR AGAINST HIM & LOFTY STRENGTH WILL BE SENT TO HIM.
WHEN HE DEPARTETH THE BODY THE CLOUDS WHICH PRECEDE 'UTHRAS WILL COME TOWARDS HIM AND DREAD OF PURGATORY-DEMONS WILL BE POWERLESS OVER HIM (FOR) HE WILL NOT PASS THROUGH THE PURGATORIES.
AND ABATUR WILL CLOTHE HIM IN HIS GLORY AND ALL THE 'UTHRAS WILL SHED THEIR LIGHT UPON HIM.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
THIS IS THE LIMIT (END) OF THE BAPTISM WHICH CAME TO THIS WORLD, THE (BAPTISM) WHEREWITH HIBIL-ZIWA BAPTIZED ADAM THE FIRST MAN AND IT WAS PRESERVED IN THE AGES FOR THE ELECT RIGHTEOUS, FOR IT WAS WRITTEN DOWN IN THE SCROLL OF THE GREAT WELLSPRING BELONGING TO RAMUIA SON OF 'QAIMAT. AND BAVAN-HIBIL SON OF BRIK-YAWAR WROTE IT HERE AND DISTRIBUTED IT AMONGST A HUNDRED NAZOREANS, (COPYING) IT FROM HIS OWN SCROLL WHICH HE COPIED FROM THE SCROLL OF RAMUIA SON OF 'QAIMAT.
IT WAS WRITTEN IN THE TOWN OF TIB AND WAS PLACED WITH HAIUNA DAUGHTER OF YAHIA, AND BAINAI SON OF ZAKIA.
THOSE WHO HOLD TO IT, (LET THEM) EXPOUND IT. (BUT) HE WHO DOTH NOT ESTABLISH IT, LET HIM KEEP AWAY FROM IT AND NOT APPROACH IT.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.]
THEN SAID YAHIA-ADAM SON OF SAM-SAIWIA, "WHEN THE SCROLL OF RAMUIA SON OF 'QAIMAT FOUND IN THE POSSESSION OF HAIUNA DAUGHTER OF YAHIA AND BAINAI SON OF ZAKIA CAME INTO MY POSSESSION I PUT IT TOGETHER AND ARRANGED IT AS IT WAS WRITTEN ORIGINALLY, AND REMOVED NOTHING FROM IT.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.]
[bookmark: The_Masiqta]THE MASIQTA ("THE RAISING UP")
SPIRITUAL RESURRECTION OR CEREMONY TO AID THE ASCENT OF THE SOUL
CHAPTER 32
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE MAY THERE BE HEALING FOR ME, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUSH!
STRENGTHENED, ENHANCED WAS THE GREAT MYSTERY OF RADIANCE, LIGHT AND GLORY DWELLING ON THE MOUTH OF THE FIRST LIFE, FOR FROM IT CAME FORTH MANDA-D-HIIA (KNOWLEDGE-OF-LIFE). FOR HE KNEW AND INTERPRETED THE THOUGHTS OF THE FIRST LIFE AND PERCEIVED THAT THEY ARE WONDROUS.
AND LIFE BE PRAISED!
[RECITE THIS PRAYER AND HOLD THY STOLE FOR THE MASIQTA.]
CHAPTER 33

IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
WATER OF LIFE ART THOU! THOU ART COME FROM THE PLACE WHICH IS LIFE-GIVING AND ART POURED FORTH FROM THE HOUSE OF LIFE.
(AT THY) COMING, WATER-OF-LIFE, FROM THE HOUSE OF LIFE, THE GOOD COME AND REFRESH THEMSELVES, (BUT) THE WICKED ARE DISCOMFITED AND THE CHILDREN OF (THIS) WORLD ABASHED AND SAY "IS THERE (NOT?) ROOM FOR US IN THE PLACE OF LIGHT? FOR THOSE THAT SEEK (ASK) OF IT FIND, AND THOSE WHO SPEAK OF IT ARE HEARD".
WE HAVE SOUGHT AND FOUND AND WE HAVE SPOKEN AND BEEN HEARD IN THY PRESENCE, MANDA-D-HIIA, LORD OF HEALINGS. AS WATER WHEN POURED OUT FALLETH ON THE EARTH, SO (TOO) SO DOTH EVIL FALL ABASED BEFORE GOOD. AS THE WATER FALLETH ON THE EARTH, SO SHALL THEIR SINS, TRESPASSES, FOLLIES, STUMBLING’S AND MISTAKES BE LOOSED FROM THOSE WHO LOVE THE NAME OF TRUTH (KUSHTA) AND FROM THE SOULS OF THIS MASIQTA, AND FROM (THE SOULS OF) OUR FATHERS, TEACHERS, BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHO HAVE DEPARTED THE BODY, AND THOSE WHO (STILL) LIVE IN THE BODY AND SAY "ESTABLISHED IS LIFE (OR "THE LIVING") IN ITS (THEIR) DWELLING". AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS. [THIS IS THE MAMBUHA PRAYER].
CHAPTER 34

HAIL TO THE FIRST LIFE BEFORE WHOM NONE EXISTED, THE SUBLIME FROM WORLDS OF LIGHT, THE INEFFABLE WHICH IS ABOVE ALL WORKS; TO THE ANCIENT RADIANCE AND THE GREAT PRIMAL LIGHT, THE LIFE WHICH EMANATED FROM LIFE AND THE TRUTH THAT WAS OF OLD, FROM THE BEGINNING. HAIL THE ANCIENT, LOFTY, ESOTERIC AND GUARDED FATHER OF 'UTHRAS. HAIL YUZATAQ, GNOSIS OF LIFE, SOURCE OF LIFE; HE WHO UNVEILETH THE SILENCE, GIVETH HOPE AND KEEPETH THE PRAYERS OF THE SPIRITS AND SOULS OF RIGHTEOUS AND BELIEVING MEN INTO THE PLACE OF LIGHT. HAIL TO THE LIFE OF SINCERE AND BELIEVING MEN WHO HAVE COME TO THEIR END AND DEPARTED THE BODY, AND HAIL TO THOSE WHO ARE STIFF ALIVE IN THE BODY. MAY THE GATE OF SIN BE BARRED TO THEM AND THE GATE OF LIGHT BE OPEN FOR THEM. MAY THEY BE KNIT TOGETHER IN THE COMMUNION OF LIFE IN WHICH THERE IS NO SEPARATION.
PRAY YE FROM THERE FOR US AND WE WILL PRAY FROM HERE FOR YOU. ALL FRUITS WITHER: ALL SWEET ODORS PASS AWAY, BUT NOT THE FRAGRANCE OF GNOSIS OF LIFE, WHICH COMETH NOT TO AN END NOR PASSETH AWAY FOR AN AGE OF AGES AND FOR WORLD WITHOUT END. MAY THE SOULS OF THIS MASIQTA RISE UP WITHOUT SIN, TRESPASS, FOLLY, STUMBLING AND MISTAKE UNTO THE PLACE OF LIGHT AND TO THE ENDURING ABODE.
AND LIFE BE PRAISED!
[READ THIS ORDINANCE FOR THE INCENSE AND CAST IT ON THE FIRE. THEN RECITE THE PRAYERS FOR THE MASIQTA.]
CHAPTER 35
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
I SOUGHT TO LIFT MY EYES, SHOULDERS AND ARMS TOWARDS THE PLACE WHICH IS ALL LIFE, RADIANCE AND GLORY, THE PLACE WHERE WHICH IS ALL LIFE, RADIANCE, LIGHT AND GLORY; A PLACE WHERE THEY WHO SEEK OF IT FIND, THOSE WHO SPEAK OF IT ARE HEARD AND TO THOSE WHO ASK OF IT, IT IS GIVEN THEM, DAY BY DAY AND HOUR BY HOUR. THIS HOUR I ADDRESS TO THEE, MY LORD, MANDA-D-HIIA, A VITAL PETITION, LARGE AND NOT SMALL, FOR THIS CONGREGATION OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE BENT THEIR KNEES TO THE GROUND AND STRETCHED FORTH THEIR HANDS TO THE INTERMEDIATE AND UPPER (WORLDS). THEY HAVE FORSAKEN IMAGES, PICTURES AND IDOLS OF CLAY, GODS (MADE) OF BLOCKS OF WOOD, AND VAIN RITES, AND HAVE TESTIFIED TO THE NAME OF THE GREAT, STRANGE (SUBLIME) LIFE. TO THEM THE GATE OF SIN IS CLOSED AND FOR THEM THE GATE OF LIFE IS OPEN. MAY OUR REQUEST, OUR PRAYER AND OUR HUMBLE SUBMISSION RISE BEFORE THE SUPREME LIFE WHICH IS ABOVE ALL WORKS.
BEFORE THEE (IN THY SIGHT) ALL HANDS ARE THIEVING, ALL LIPS HAVE LIED. WATER IS IN THE JORDAN. BEFORE THEE (IN THINE EYES), MANDA-D-HIIA, NO MAN IS CLEAN: WE ARE SLAVES WHO ARE ALL SIN, AND THOU A LORD WHO ART ALL MERCY. WHEN THOU ART WITH US, WHO SHALL CONQUER US AND IF THOU JUSTIFIEST US WHO WILL CONVICT US? JUDGE US NOT AFTER THE FASHION OF EARTHLY COURTS OF LAW; DESPISE US NOT FOR OUR FOLLIES AND ASSOCIATE US NOT WITH THE FALSE RITES PRACTICED BY THE WORLDS AND GENERATIONS. THE WORLDS THRUST HARD AT US, BUT WE FELL NOT. BACKED BY THE TRUTH WHICH IS THINE OWN, WE HAVE PERFECT CONFIDENCE. ESTABLISH LIFE, AND WILT THOU NOT ESTABLISH HUMAN BEINGS? THOU HAST SPOKEN TO US IN THY WORD AND HAST COMMANDED US WITH THY COMMAND "ASK ON EARTH AND I WILL SUPPLY YOU WITH HEAVENLY FRUIT: ASK FROM BELOW, (FROM) REED, SWAMP AND MUD, AND I WILL SUPPLY YOU FROM THE LOFTY HEAVENS. MAKE SUPPLICATION WITH THE FLESHLY RIGHT HAND, AND I WILL BRING YOU (WHAT YE ASKED) WITH THE RIGHT HAND OF KUSHTA.
THE FIRST (GENERATIONS) SOUGHT AND FOUND: LET THOSE THAT COME AFTER SEEK, AND THEY WILL FIND. SEEK AND FIND FOR YOURSELVES, FOR YOUR FRIENDS, FOR YOUR FRIENDS' FRIENDS AND FOR THOSE WHO LOVE THE GREAT FAMILY OF LIFE. YOUR EYES SHALL NOT TURN AWAY FROM ME UNSATISFIED.''
THOU ART THE FATHER OF ALL THE 'UTHRAS, THE SUPPORT WHICH IS ALL LIGHT, THE VINE WHICH IS ALL LIFE AND THE GREAT TREE WHICH IS ALL THINGS. FOR THOU KNOWEST HEARTS, UNDERSTANDEST MINDS AND SEARCHEST OUT CONSCIENCES (EVEN) IN THE NETHERMOST HELLS OF DARKNESS. LIKE A SERVANT LYING PROSTRATE BEFORE THEE, OUR EYES ARE LIFTED TO THEE, OUR LIPS GIVE THEE PRAISE & BLESSING SEVEN HOURS OF THE DAY AND THE THREE WATCHES OF THE NIGHT.
THOSE WHO SEEK OF HIM FIND, AND TO THOSE WHO ASK OF HIM IT WILL BE GIVEN. FOR TO HIM THAT STANDETH AT A CLOSED DOOR THOU WILT OPEN THE CLOSED DOOR. IN THE PLACE OF LIGHT, THOU WILT WIPE AWAY AND REMOVE FROM US OUR SINS, TRESPASSES, FOLLIES, STUMBLING’S AND MISTAKES AND WILT CAST THEM INTO THE HELLS OF THE EARTH AND THE NETHERMOST LIMBOS OF DARKNESS. THOU WILT RAISE US UP AS SINLESS AND NOT AS GUILTY, AS VIRTUOUS AND NOT AS VICIOUS BEFORE THEE, MANDA-D-HIIA. THE GOOD BEHOLD AND ARE REFRESHED: THE WICKED ARE DISCOMFITED AND THE CHILDREN OF (THIS) WORLD ABASHED. AND THEY SAY "IS THERE NO PLACE FOR ME IN THE PLACE OF LIGHT, SINCE THOSE WHO SEEK THEREFROM FIND, AND ASK THEREOF AND IT IS GIVEN THEM?" WE BESEECH THEE TO LET SOME OF THY RADIANCE, THY LIGHT AND THY GLORY REST UPON US. THOU ART THE HEALER ABOVE ALL MEANS OF HEALING, A RAISER-UP ABOVE (ALL) THAT RAISETH UP, A RADIANCE ABOVE ALL RADIANCIES AND A LIGHT ABOVE ALL LIGHTS. FOR THOU OPENEST DOORS OF TRUTH AND REVEALEST MYSTERIES AND WISDOM AND SHOWEST FORTH MIGHTY DEEDS IN JERUSALEM. THOU CONFINEST DEMONS AND DEVILS AND FRIGHTENEST AWAY THE GODS FROM THEIR HIGH PLACES. GREAT IS THY NAME AND PRAISED IS THY NAME! THOU ART THE COUNTERPART OF THE LIFE, FOR THOU WAST IN EXISTENCE BEFORE ALL. THOU ART THE VINE, FOR THOU WAST IN THE ETHER ABOVE HEAVEN AND ABOVE THE EARTH. WHEN WORLDS CAME INTO BEING AND CREATIONS WERE CALLED FORTH, THOU DIDST HOLD IN THY GRASP THE WORLDS AND GENERATIONS. THOU HAST LAID DOWN A ROAD FOR SINCERE AND BELIEVING MEN TO THE PLACE OF LIFE. (THOUGH) SPIRITS AND SOULS SIT (HERE) AS GUILTY, (YET) BY THY NAME THEY SHALL RISE AS INNOCENT, (THY NAME OF) YUZATAQ-MANDA-D-HIIA. TO SUPPORT THE HANDS OF GOOD PEOPLE, THOU WILT BE (BRING?) HEALING OF LIFE TO THE SOULS OF THIS MASIQTA LIFE IS ESTABLISHED IN ITS INDWELLING’S AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS. [THIS PRAYER IS GOOD FOR ALL OCCASIONS: (IT MAY BE USED) ON OCCASION FOR THE RAHMIA (DAILY OFFICE), OR FOR THE MASIQTA, OR FOR BAPTISM AND FOR ALL PURIFICATORY RITES. FOR THE MASIQTA, AFTER THOU HAST RECITED OVER THE PANDAMTA, "WATER OF PRAYER" AND THE ORDINANCE FOR THE INCENSE, PRAY "WE HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED", "PRAISES", "TO THEE", "LIFTING EYES" AND "I SOUGHT TO RAISE MY EYES". AND PREPARE THE PIHTA, MAMBUHA AND KLILA (WREATH) AND SET THEM OUT FOR THE MASIQTA. AND RECITE THE ORDNANCE FOR THE OIL, (PLACED) IN SOMETHING CLEAN: IN A GLASS OR TIN CUP WHEN WASHED AND CLEANSED. AND RECITE THE MASIQTA.]
CHAPTER 36
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE! I WORSHIP, LAUD AND PRAISE THAT GREAT, SECRET, FIRST MANA WHO ABODE FOR NINE HUNDRED AND NINETY-NINE THOUSAND MYRIADS OF YEARS ALONE IN HIS OWN ABODE - FOR NO COMPANION CAME TO HIM; (NONE EXISTED) SAVE THAT GREAT, SECRET, FIRST MANA. FOR HE CAME INTO EXISTENCE THEREIN AND DEVELOPED THEREIN.
THEN I WORSHIP, LAUD AND PRAISE THAT GREAT, OCCULT, FIRST DROP WHO EMANATED FROM HIM. THEY EXISTED, (BUT) SHE ABODE FOR FOUR HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND MYRIADS OF YEARS IN HER OWN ABODE, ALONE, FOR SHE HAD NO CONSORT.
THEN I WORSHIP, LAUD AND PRAISE PIRUN, THAT GREAT OCCULT FIRST VINE FROM WHOM THERE EMANATED EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT THOUSAND MYRIADS OF 'UTHRAS.
>FROM THEM AND FROM THOSE 'UTHRAS PROCEEDED ONE 'UTHRA, WHOSE NAME IS THE GREAT COUNTENANCE OF GLORY WHO IS (AT ONCE) LESS THAN HIS BRETHREN AND MORE VENERABLE THAN HIS PARENTS. MANDA-D-HIIA, THE WELL-PREPARED 'UTHRA, DIVULGED AND REVEALED AND SAID "ANY NAZOREAN MAN WHO SITTETH TO RECITE "ESTABLISHED IS THE FIRST LIFE" AND BREAKETH BREAD WILL RECEIVE CONDEMNATION FROM THE HOUSE OF LIFE,"
AND I AM ESTABLISHED, IN THE LIGHT OF LIFE AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
CHAPTER 37
I WORSHIP, LAUD, AND PRAISE THAT OCCULT, GREAT FIRST CLOUD OF LIFE, WITH WHOM IN SECRET, HE BROKE BREAD AND GAVE THEREOF IN SECRET TO THE OCCULT LIFE AND TO THE MIGHTY FIRST LIFE.
AND LIFE IF VICTORIOUS.
CHAPTER 38
I HAVE WORSHIPPED AND PRAISED YAWAR-ZIWA, WHO AROSE AND PRAISED THAT GREAT MIGHTY MANA AT WHOSE RIGHT AND LEFT HAND THERE STAND FOUR HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND MYRIADS OF 'UTHRAS. A THOUSAND MYRIADS OF 'UTHRAS, SONS OF LIGHT, WORSHIP AND LAUD THE RAYS OF HIS RADIANCE.
HE AROSE AND BROKE BREAD IN SECRET AND GAVE THEREOF TO THE SONS OF MEN AND ESTABLISHETH HIS ABODE IN SECRET.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
CHAPTER 39
I WORSHIP, LAUD AND PRAISE THAT SECRET SAYING WHICH YAWAR PRONOUNCED SECRETLY. HE MADE IT KNOWN, AND DIVULGED AND ESTABLISHED A LIFE-RAY THEREIN. RADIANCE AND LIGHT CAME AND DWELT AT HIS RIGHT AND GLORY AND RESPLENDENCE DWELT AT HIS LEFT. AND THE 'UTHRAS EN- TREATED THE LIFE THAT THEY MIGHT BEHOLD THE LIKENESS OF YAWAR-ZIWA IN THEIR OWN GLORY.
YAWAR-ZIWA THE VIGILANT 'UTHRA DIVULGED AND REVEALED AND SAID "SIXTY-FOUR SINS DAILY WILL BE FORGIVEN A NAZOREAN MAN WHO REPEATS THIS SECRET SAYING, IN THE GREAT PLACE OF LIFE AND THE LASTING ABODE".
AND LIFE IS PRAISED.
CHAPTER 40
I HAVE WORSHIPPED AND PRAISED 'USAR, WHO BROKE BREAD FOR THE HIDDEN FIRST 'UTHRAS, SO THAT THEY (FIND) REST IN THEIR HEARTS.
THE HOLY 'UTHRAS STOOD IN THEIR DWELLINGS AND PRAISE THE MIGHTY LIFE IN ITS DWELLING, ADORABLE IN ITS RADIANCE AND WONDROUS IN ITS LIGHT.
I WORSHIPPED AND PRAISED THAT SUPREME FIRST VINE, FOR WITHIN IT IS ITS SAP: ITS LEAVES ARE 'UTHRAS AND ITS TENDRILS RAYS OF LIGHT. 'UTHRAS SIT IN ITS SHADE. AND WITHIN THE GREAT FIRST CLOUD OF LIGHT THERE CAME INTO EXISTENCE, WITHIN THE TREASURE-OF-LIGHT THERE WAS GENERATED, THE SECRET MANA.
AND LIFE BE PRAISED.
CHAPTER 41

I WORSHIPPED AND PRAISED TREASURE-OF-LIGHT, THE GREAT AWAKER (YAWAR) OF LIFE, WHO BROKE BREAD IN THE HIDDEN AND GAVE (THEREOF) TO THE MIGHTY FIRST LIFE IN ITS DWELLING. I PRAISED THE SEVEN MYSTIC PRECIOUS AND PRESERVED MANAS WHO DERIVED EXISTENCE FROM THEIR PLACE AND WERE TRANSPLANTED FROM THEIR TREASURE-HOUSE. I WORSHIPPED AND PRAISED THE MIGHTY FIRST LIFE THAT TRANSPORTED ITSELF FROM ITS PLACE, TRANSFERRED ITSELF FROM ITS OWN TREASURE HOUSE IN WHICH IT CAME INTO EXISTENCE, WAS DEVELOPED, DWELT AND WAS ESTABLISHED; AND (WHEREOF) IT DISCOURSED AND WHEREIN IT HAD GLORIED. IT PRAISETH AND SPEAKETH, "EVERY NAZOREAN WHO RECITETH THESE SECRET SAYINGS WILL SEEK AND FIND, WILL SPEAK AND BE HEARD SEVEN TIMES DAILY. AND SEVEN SINS WILL BE FORGIVEN HIM IN THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND ETERNAL ABODE."
AND LIFE BE PRAISED!
CHAPTER 42
I WORSHIP, LAUD AND PRAISE THAT FIRST SECRET WORD WHICH YAWAR IMPARTED IN SECRET. HE EXPOUNDED AND EXPLAINED IT AND ESTABLISHED THEREIN THAT WHICH IS LIVING, RAYS (OF HIS LIGHT). AND YAWAR SAID "ENLIGHTENMENT AND PRAISE HAVE COME TO PASS". AND YAWAR CAME AND HIS GLORY RESTED UPON HIS OWN SHKINTA. RADIANCE AND LIGHT CAME AND WERE ESTABLISHED BEFORE HIM: GLORY AND ENLIGHTENMENT CAME AND DWELT AT HIS RIGHT HAND. AND THE 'UTHRAS ASK THE LIFE TO BEHOLD THE APPEARANCE OF YAWAR-ZIWA IN THEIR (ITS?) RADIANCE, AND TO COMMEND THE PRAYER AND PRAISE WHICH THEY PRONOUNCED TO SHILMAI AND NIDBAI, THE 'UTHRAS WHO ARE THE TWO MESSENGERS OF MANDA-D-HIIA
YAWAR HATH SAID, "EVERY NAZOREAN WHO REPEATETH THIS SECRET PRAYER SEVEN TIMES DAILY, SEVEN SINS A DAY SHALL BE FORGIVEN HIM. AND LIFE ABIDETH IN ITS DWELLING".
LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
CHAPTER 43
THOU ART ENDURING, FIRST LIFE BEFORE WHOM NO BEING HAD EXISTENCE, UNEARTHLY ONE FROM WORLDS OF LIGHT, SUPREME BEING THAT ART ABOVE ALL WORKS, ABOVE THE ANCIENT RADIANCE AND ABOVE THE FIRST LIGHT; ABOVE THE LIFE WHICH EMANATED FROM LIFE AND ABOVE THE TRUTH (KUSHTA) WHICH WAS OF OLD IN THE BEGINNING!
THOU, MANDA-D-HIIA, HAST ESTABLISHED FOR THY CHOSEN THAT WHICH THOU HAST REVEALED TO US FROM THE BOOK NHUR (BE LIGHT) AND FRONT PTA USRA (THEY REVEALED TREASURE FROM THE FIRST TREASURE AND FROM 'USAR NHURA (TREASURE OF LIGHT), A SOLACE, A GREAT SUPPORT OF LIFE, THAT WHICH SHINETH IN LIGHT, THE LIGHT OF WHICH ENLIGHTENETH.
IT (MANDA, GNOSIS) CAME INTO BEING, WAS REVEALED, FULFILLED AND WENT FORTH IN STRENGTH ABUNDANT AND BECAME MIGHTY BY GROWTH OF KNOWLEDGE IT INCREASED IN RADIANCE AND WAS FULL OF LIGHT WHICH PROCEEDED FROM THE COUNTERPART (?) OF LIFE, A WONDROUS COUNTERPART!
THEREUPON THE WORLDS WERE ASHAMED, FOR NONE HAD SEEN ITS LIKE, ITS BRILLIANCE OR ITS GLORY.
KUSHTA STANDETH BY HIS FRIENDS AND MANDA-D-HIIA BY HIS CHOSEN ONES.
FOR THOU HAST CHOSEN (US), HOST TAKEN US OUT OF THE WORLD OF HATRED, ENVY AND DISPUTES AND HAST SET US FIRMLY ON PATHS OF TRUTH AND FAITH, SO THAT WE STAND AND PRAISE THE HOLY AND GUARDED PLACE. AND HE WHO PARTAKETH OF THIS BREAD (PIHTA), PUT OUT (FOR HIM) WILL BE SINLESS IN THE PLACE OF LIGHT, THE EVERLASTING ABODE.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[THESE ARE THE PRAYERS APPOINTED FOR THE PIHTA].
CHAPTER 44
BIRIAWISH, SOURCE OF LIVING WATERS, FIRST UPSURGING THAT SPRANG FORTH, GREAT OUTBURST OF THE RADIANCE OF ALL-ABUNDANT LIFE! (BE) LIFE FOR THE SOULS OF THIS MASIQTA.
[THIS IS THE APPOINTED PRAYER FOR THE MAMBUHA, IF THERE ARE (SEVERAL) SOULS, READ AS WRITTEN; IF ONE SOUL SAYS 'FOR THIS THE SOUL OF N.']
CHAPTER 45
THY NAME, (O) LIFE, IS EXCELLENT: ITS GLORY IS GREAT, ITS LIGHT ABUNDANT, ITS GOODNESS CAME OVER (OR OVERFLOWED), INAUGURATING THE FIRST MYSTERY, LIFE WHICH PROCEEDED FROM LIFE AND TRUTH WHICH EXISTED BEFORE THE BEGINNING. THIS IS A WELLSPRING OF LIFE WHICH SPRANG FORTH FROM THE PLACE OF LIFE: WE DRINK THEREOF, OF THIS FOUNT OF LIFE WHICH LIFE TRANSMITTED WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE HOUSE OF LIFE, WHICH CROSSED WORLDS, CAME, CLEFT THE HEAVENS AND WAS REVEALED.
THOU HAST SHOWN US THAT WHICH THE EYE OF MAN HATH NOT SEEN, AND CAUSED US TO HEAR THAT WHICH HUMAN EAR HAS NOT HEARD. THOU HAST FREED US FROM DEATH AND UNITED US WITH LIFE, RELEASED US FROM DARKNESS AND UNITED US WITH LIGHT, LED US OUT OF EVIL AND JOINED US TO GOOD. THOU HAST SHOWN US THE WAY OF LIFE AND HAST GUIDED OUR FEET INTO WAYS OF TRUTH AND FAITH SO THAT LIFE COMETH AND EXPELLETH DARKNESS AND GOODNESS COMETH AND CASTETH OUT EVIL. (LIKE) THE MINGLING OF WINE WITH WATER, SO MAY THY TRUTH, THY RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THY FAITH BE ADDED TO THOSE WHO LOVE THY NAME OF TRUTH,
AND LIFE BE PRAISED.
[THIS IS THE SET PRAYER FOR THE MAMBUGA (SACRAMENTAL DRINK). MAKE THE PIHTA AND THE MAMBUHAMASIQTA, AND THEN MAKE THE MYRTLE WREATH.] AND PLACE THEM (READY FOR) THE
CHAPTER 46
IN THE NAME OF LIFE!
THE LIGHT BECAME LIGHT, THE LIGHT BECAME LIGHT! THE LIGHT BECAME THE LIGHT OF THE FIRST LIFE. GLORY DAWNED AND (THERE WAS) PRAISE OF THE MANA WHO CAME FROM HIS PLACE. HE CAME (WITH) ALL ETHER-WREATH, WITH BENEFITS THAT ARE FROM THE PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE. YUFIN-YUFAFIN WAS THE WEAVER OF THE WREATH; SHE WHO BROUGHT IT WAS 'NISBAT'-UTRIA (SHE- PLANTED I.E. WAS THE MOTHER OF UTHRAS). AND HE WHO SET WREATH ON WAS 'IT-YAWAR-ZIWA (THERE-IS- DAZZLING-RADIANCE) SON OF 'NISBAT-'UTRIA: HE BROUGHT IT AND SET IT ON THE HEAD OF THE MANA, PLANTED IT (THERE) SO THAT IT WAS SET UP (THEREON).
THE WREATH FLAMES AND THE LEAVES OF THE WREATH FLAME. BEFORE THE MANA THERE IS RADIANCE, BEHIND THE MANA THERE IS LIGHT AND GLORY, AT EITHER SIDE OF THE MANA ARE RADIANCE, BRILLIANCE AND PURITY; AND AT THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE HEAVENS AND ON THE SEVEN SIDES OF THE FIRMAMENT DWELL SILENCE, BLISS AND GLORY.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
CHAPTER 47
ENLIGHTENED AND ENLIGHTENING ARE WORDS OF LIGHT TO THE SOULS OF THIS MASIQTA. SURE, ASSURED, ARMED AND PREPARED, RESPLENDENT AND BEAUTEOUS (ARE THEY) WHEN THE WREATH WITH ITS MYSTERIES IS SET ON THE HEADS OF THESE SOULS OF THIS ASCENT (MASIQTA) TO THE GREAT GATE OF ABATHUR'S HOUSE. THEY WILL OPEN TO THEM THE GREAT GATE OF ABATHUR'S HOUSE AND WILL GUARD THEM BY SECRET AND WATCHFUL MANAS.
AND LIFE BE PRAISED!
[THESE TWO PRAYERS ARE SAID OVER THE MYRTLE-WREATH IN THE MASIQTA.]
CHAPTER 48
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
MANDA-D-HIIA WENT TO THE STARS. HIS APPEARANCE, LOOSED THE BOUND (SOULS): HE KNIT (THEM INTO?) THE COMMUNION THAT IS WITHOUT PARTING AND WITHOUT LIMIT OR NUMBER, BY HIS WORD WHICH ISSUED FROM HIM IN THAT PLACE. ALL THE WORLDS WERE CONFOUNDED: THE WORKS OF THE HOUSE WERE DESTROYED AND THERE WAS SECURITY FOR SONS OF THE GREAT FAMILY OF LIFE. HE PLANTED HIS PLANTING AND DESCENDED TO THE EARTH, (WHERE) THE HAND OF EVIL, OF THE LORD OF THE HOUSE, LAY HEAVY UPON THEM. AND WHEN WICKEDNESS OPPRESSED THEM, THEY BEHELD HIS RADIANCE, AND SOME OF THE CELESTIAL FRUITS APPEARED TO THEM, THE STRENGTH AND NAME OF THE INEFFABLE ONE WHO IS ALL LIGHT WAS REVEALED TO THEM AND SOME OF HIS GLORY WAS COMMUNICATED TO THEM AND KNOWLEDGE OF LIFE (MANDA-D-HIIA) WAS REVEALED TO ALL WHO LOVE HIS NAME OF TRUTH AT THE PLACE WHICH IS WHOLLY (INHABITED BY) THOSE CONVICTED OF SIN. AND WHEN THEY BEHELD HIM, THE LORDS OF THE WORLDS WERE CON- FOUNDED BUT DID NOT, FROM THEIR THRONES, LOOSE (THE BONDS OF) THE CAPTIVES.
HE PASSED BY: THE CAPTIVES WERE FREED. HE, LOOSED THEM FROM THEIR SINS AND TRESPASSES: YEA, RELEASE FROM THEIR BODIES WAS MADE POSSIBLE TO THEM. AND (AS FOR) THE LORDS OF THE HOUSE WHO LOOKED ON, THEIR RANKS WERE DISCOMFITED AND THEY WERE UNABLE TO REACH HIM. YEA, THE NAME OF ABATHUR WAS (SET) OVER THEM AND THE NAME OF YUZATAQ-MANDA-D-HIIA WAS FULFILLED AND REVEALED TO THOSE WHO LOVE HIS NAME. AND HIS NAME SHALL (AID) THE SOULS OF THIS MASIQTA: IT WILL BE HIS NAME. AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[THIS IS THE RECITATION APPOINTED FOR THE MASIQTA. READ IT OVER PURE OIL IN SOMETHING (PURE?) AND PLACE IT BEFORE THEE AND THEN READ THE MASIQTA.]
CHAPTER 49
IN THE NAME OF THE STRANGE (SUBLIME) LIFE! THIS, THE GLORY AND LIGHT OF LIFE, IS TO BRING FORTH THE SPIRIT AND SOUL FROM THE BODY AND TO CLOTHE THE LIVING SOUL IN A LIVING GARMENT. YEA, SHE IS SOLACED AND LIVETH, THE COUNTERPART OF LIFE, SHE THAT EMANATED FROM A DIMAT OF LIFE, WITH THE OUTER LIFE, WITH HAURARAN AND KARKAWAN-ZIWA, WITH TREASURE-OF-LIGHT, THE SOLACE AND GREAT SUPPORT OF LIFE, WITH LIFE THAT EMANATED FROM THE LIFE AND WITH THE TRUTH WHICH EXISTED OF OLD IN THE BEGINNING, THEY LIVE IN THEIR SHECINAHS, AND THE GREAT LIGHT (ABIDETH) IN ITS PURITIES.
WHEN ANY HUMAN BEING DEPARTETH FROM HIS BODY, THERE COME TOWARDS HIM SEVEN GODLIKE APPEARANCES, AND EACH STANDETH BY HIS OWN, AND SAURIEL THE RELEASER COMETH -- HE WHO RELEASETH SPIRIT AND SOUL FROM THE BODY. UP THERE, WITH THOSE WORKS, HE STANDETH WITH THE VESTURE OF YUZATAQ-MANDA-D-HIIA WHICH RELEASETH (THE SOUL). AND HAURARAN AND KARKAWAN-ZIWA REMOVE FROM HER THAT IN HER WHICH IS OF THE BODY, AND SHE PUTTETH ON THE DRESS OF YUZATAQ- MANDA-D-HIIA. GARMENT ON GARMENT SHE PUTTETH ON, SHE ARRAYETH HERSELF IN ROBE AFTER ROBE, WHEN SHE WEARETH THE VESTURE OF YUZATAQ- MANDA-D-HIIA THERE, SHE LAUGHETH, REJOICETH, LEAPETH FOR JOY, DANCETH, EXULTETH AND IS OVERJOYED ABOUT THE GLORIOUS SPLENDOUR RESTING (UPON HER) AND THE GLORY THAT ACCRUETH TO HER.
ONWARD SHE GOETH IN THE VESTURE OF YUZATAQ-MANDA-D-HIIA, THE PLANETS WHO ARE IN THEIR PLACES WERE OUT OF COUTENANCE ON SEEING IT: THEY CLENCHED THEIR FISTS, BEAT ON THE FORECOURT OF THEIR BREASTS AND SAY "WOE ON (US) PLANETS! FOR THEY (WE) ARE POWERLESS, BUT THE WORKS OF THEIR HANDS ARE VICTORIOUS!"
AND THEY SAY "HOW BEAUTIFUL IS THIS RADIANCY, HOW STEADFAST THIS LIGHT, HOW LOVELY THIS GLORY AND HOW WONDROUS THIS APPEARANCE!" AND THEY ASK "WHO WILL CLOTHE US WITH THIS RADIANCE? WHO WILL COVER US WITH THIS LIGHT AND WHO WILL SHED ON US THIS GLORY? AND WHAT IS IT THAT PASSETH BEFORE US IN THIS GUISE? FOR IT IS FAIR, SHINING AND BRIGHT: IN THIS WORLD NOTHING MADE CAN BE COMPARED TO IT!" AND THEY EXCLAIM "HOW GOOD IS KUSHTA TO THE GOOD, AND MANDA-D-HIIA TO ALL HIS CHOSEN, (THOSE) WHO STAND IN THEIR BODIES AND DEDICATE THEMSELVES TO THE NAME OF THE LIFE AND TO BECOMING (THUS)!"
SHE GOETH ON IN THE VESTURE OF YUZATAQ-MANDA-D-HIIA AND THEY LET THOSE DEEDS OF HERS PASS BY AND (ESCAPE) THE HANDS OF ALL THE PLANETS.
AND ON SHE WENT AND REACHED ABATHUR'S HOUSE OF DETENTION, (ABATHUR), THE ANCIENT, LOFTY, HOLY AND GUARDED ONE. THERE HIS SCALES ARE SET UP AND SPIRITS AND SOULS ARE QUESTIONED BEFORE HIM AS TO THEIR NAMES, THEIR SIGNS, THEIR BLESSING, THEIR BAPTISM AND EVERY- THING THAT IS THEREWITH.
THE SOUL OF N. HATH ENTERED THE HOUSE OF ABATHUR AND HATH GIVEN HER NAME, HER SIGN, HER BLESSING, HER BAPTISM AND EVERYTHING THAT IS THEREWITH!
THE SOULS OF OUR FATHERS WERE SIGNED WITH THE SIGN OF LIFE AND THE NAME OF THE LIFE AND THE NAME OF MANDA-D-HIIA WAS PRONOUNCED OVER THEM. THEY PUT THEM IN THE SCALES, PUTTING IN THEIR DEEDS AND REWARDS I) AND WEIGHED THEM. AND THE PERFECT WENT IN (ALSO), THE SPIRIT WITH THE SOUL, BUT THEY TOOK THEM OUT (FOR THEY WERE) CLEAN. RADIANCE ISSUED FROM THE RADIANCE OF ABATHUR AND CLOTHED THEM AND THEY BROUGHT LIGHT AND COVERED THEIR (THEREWITH).
(LIKE THEM) SHE (THE SOUL) PUT ON GARMENT ON GARMENT AND ROBE OVER ROBE LIKE THE VESTMENTS OF ABATHUR. THERE SHE LAUGHETH, REJOICETH, LEAPETH FOR JOY, DANCETH, EXULTETH AND IS OVERJOYED ABOUT THE GLORIOUS SPLENDOUR WHICH RESTETH (ON HER) AND ACCRUETH TO HER. AND SHE PROCEEDETH IN THE VESTURE OF YUZATAQ-MANDA-D-HIIA AND WENT ON AND REACHETH THE WATCH-HOUSE (HOUSE OF DETENTION) OF FOUR BEINGS, SONS OF PERFECTION, 'IN-HAI, SUM-HAI, ZIV-HAI AND NHUR-HAI. EACH OF THESE BEINGS CLOTHETH HER WITH HIS RADIANCE AND EACH COVERETH HER WITH HIS LIGHT. GARMENT ON GARMENT SHE PUTTETH ON, WITH GARMENT AFTER GARMENT DOTH SHE CLOTHE HERSELF. WHEN SHE PUTS ON THE VESTURE OF THE SONS OF PERFECTION, SHE LAUGHETH, REJOICETH, LEAPETH FOR JOY, DANCETH, EXULTETH AND IS OVERJOYED ABOUT THE GLORIOUS SPLENDOUR, THE HONOUR RESTING ON AND BELONGING TO HER.
SHE PROCEEDED IN THE VESTURE OF YUZATAQ-MANDA-D-HIIA AND WENT ONWARDS AND REACHED THE WATERS OF DEATH. THE WATERS COVERED HER, (BUT) RADIANCE CROSSED OVER- HIS NAME ABODE IN HIS SHKINTA : HONOURED AND CHOSEN, HE CREATED HIMSELF - AND SAID "LIFE, I AM THINE, AND FOR THY NAME'S SAKE CAME I FORTH FROM THE WORLD OF PTHAHIL, FROM AMONGST EVIL PLOTS AND FROM BENEATH THE THRONE OF ABATHUR THE ANCIENT, SO THAT WE TRAY BRING OUT THIS SOUL OF N, OF THIS MASIQTA (SO THAT) SHE COMETH BEFORE HIM".
HE IS THE RAY OF THE GREAT RADIANCE OF LIFE, A BEING WHO RESTETH UPON THE SHKINTA, AND UPON SHKINTA DOTH HIS NAME REST. HE GRASPETH HER WITH THE PALM OF HIS RIGHT HAND AND HANDETH HER OVER TO TWO 'UTHRAS, SONS OF LIGHT, TO ADATAN AND YADATAN, OF ONE GNOSIS AND ONE MIND. AND ADATAN AND YADATAN HAND HER OVER TO TWO 'UTHRAS, TO 'USAR-HAI AND TO PTA-HAI WHO OPEN THE DOOR OF LIFE, PLANT THE PLANT OF LIFE AND ESTABLISH THE FIRST COUNTERPART OF THE HOUSE OF LIFE. THEY RAISED HER UP BESIDE THE LIVING THEY BRING HER IN, IN THE LIKENESS OF LIFE THEY SUPPORT HER IN THE PLACE WHERE RADIANCE, LIKE LIGHT, FLAMETH. AND THE SPIRITS OF N. WENT AND BECAME OF THE SAME NATURE AS THE SOUL AND WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE HOUSE OF LIFE.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
50
RIGHTLY DID THE BAPTIST BAPTISE ME (IN THE WATERS OF?) YALUZ-YALUZ FOR THEIR SPRING IS HAMMAMULAI. MY NAME, KSASAR-HAMAMULAI IS SPOKEN, DISSEMINATED, GUARDED, HIDDEN AND PURE. THEY (THE WATERS?) KNEW THE SOURCE FROM WHICH THEY PROCEEDED: ITS NAME WAS ON THE SKY, ITS GLORY ON THE EARTH. FOR UPON TREASURE, IN TREASURE, THE GREAT LIFE EXISTED AND WAS FULFILLED IN ITS GLORY.
I SIT ON A PERFECTED GARMENT AND BY THE GREAT FOUNTAINHEAD OF YUKABAR-HIIA, BENEATH A VINE WHICH RISETH ABOVE ME. PRAISE-OF-LIFE STANDETH BEFORE ME. "WHO WILL MANIFEST HIMSELF AND COME AND SPEAK TO ME?" "I AM HE WHO IS MANIFEST, FOR I AM GREAT". THE LIFE THAT IS BENEATH ME IS THE VINE WHICH RISETH ABOVE ME, PRAISE-OF-LIFE STANDETH BEFORE ME. THIS IS MY NAME AND MY SIGN WHICH I RECEIVED FROM WAVES OF WATER AND FROM TREASURES OF RADIANCE AND FROM THE GREAT AND LOFTY MIXING-BOWL (?). 
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS. 
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IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE! 

I AM BAPTISED IN THE NAME OF THE STRANGE LIFE, THE SUBLIME (BEING) ABOVE ALL WORKS. I AM ESTABLISHED IN THE NAME OF TREASURE-OF-LIGHT. "I LOOKED UPON THE LIFE AND THE LIFE LOOKED UPON ME, AND IN THE LIFE PUT I MY TRUST. WHEN THIS THE SOUL OF N. CASTETH OFF HER BODILY GARMENT, SHE SHALL PUT ON THE DRESS OF LIFE AND BECOME A FACSIMILE OF THE GREAT LIFE IN LIGHT." YAWAR FROM THE HOUSE OF LIFE REVEALED (HIMSELF?) AND SHONE FORTH, ESTABLISHING HIS COUNTERPART, TRANSPLANTING THE GREAT LIFE IN HIS LIGHT. THE WORLDS THRUST AT US, BUT WE FELL NOT; BACKED BY THY TRUTH, WE HAVE CONFIDENCE. THE FIRST SPROUT HATH BURST FORTH - A RAY OF THE GREAT RADIANCE OF LIFE IN ITS TRIUMPHS; TRUTH (KUŠTA) AND THE GREAT SOURCE (KANA) OF ITS GLORY. 
AND LIFE BE PRAISED! 
52
WHOSE, SON AM I? (OF?) THE GUARDED MANA WHO IS YUSMIR, THE FIRST GREAT RADIANCE, SON OF THE GREAT PRIMAL LIFE, WHO PONDERED AND WENT FORTH SEEKING HIS OWN, THAT WHICH CAME FROM HIM. THE CONGREGATION OF SOULS, ON THE LAST DAY, WHEN DEPARTING FROM THEIR BODIES, REJOICE IN HIM, EMBRACE HIM AND RISING UP, BEHOLD THE OUTER ETHER AND THE ENDURING ABODE AND PRAISE THE GREAT LIFE IN ITS LIGHT. 
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS! 
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A LETTER, UNION AND VICTORY HAVE COME TO THIS THE SOUL OF N. FROM THE HOUSE OF LIFE. ITS FASTENING IS WATER, ITS WREATH IS LIGHT, ITS WEAPON THE LIVING WORD, AND ITS SEAL THE CHOSEN, THE PURE ONE. EVERY MAN WHO OPENETH IT AND READETH THEREIN SHALL LIVE, BE WHOLE, AND HIS NAME WILL BESET UP IN THE HOUSE OF LIFE IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT SUBLIME LIFE. AND THE FIRST LIFE IS ESTABLISHED IN ITS ŠKINTA. 
[THIS IS THE SEAL OF THE MASIQTA. UP TO THIS POINT RECITE THE MASIQTA, AND HERE TAKE THE PIHTA AND BREAK OFF A MORSEL FROM ONE UPPER FATIRA AND THE UNDERMOST FATIRA AND BRING A PORTION OF THE BA AND FOLD THEM TOGETHER. AND MINGLE THE "WATER OF PRAYER" WITH THE WINE AND RECITE OVER THEM "YUKASAR CHOSE HER (THE SOUL) WHO PASSETH OVER" AND RECITE "THE LIFE SPOKE AND OPENED" AND PART THY PANDAMA AND EAT THY PIHTA AND DRINK THY MAMBUHA AND RECITE "THE WATER OF LIFE BURST FORTH IN SPLENDOUR IN ITS ŠKINTA.]
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YUKASAR CHOSE HER THAT PASSETH (CROSSETH) OVER; HE CHOSE HER, CALLED HER FORTH AND ESTABLISHED HER. HE CLOTHED HER IN RADIANCE INEFFABLE AND BROUGHT LIGHT ABOUNDING AND COVERED HER THEREWITH. HE RAISED HER UP TO THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE, AND IN HIS OWN ŠKINTA HIS (THE DEAD MAN'S) SOUL WAS ASSIGNED (A PLACE) AND FOUND REST IN HIS TREASURE. LIVING WATERS (WATER OF LIFE) FROM THE HOUSE OF LIFE BURST FORTH (IN SPLENDOUR) AND (LIKE THEM?) SHALL SHINE FORTH THE SOULS WHO ARE CALLED UPON, RAISED UP AND SIGNED IN THIS MASIQTA, (THE SOULS OF) OUR FATHERS, TEACHERS, BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHO HAVE DEPARTED THE BODY, AND OF THOSE WHO STILL LIVE IN THE BODY. THEY SHALL RISE UPWARD ON A SMOOTH ROAD AND BY THE PATH OF THE PERFECT, SHALL BEHOLD THE PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE AND BE ESTABLISHED BY HIM WHO OPENED (REVEALED) THE GREAT FIRST LIGHT. 
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS. 
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THE GREAT LIFE SPOKE AND REVEALED (OPENED) WITH HIS MOUTH, IN HIS OWN RADIANCE LIGHT AND GLORY. AND LIFE BE PRAISED. [THIS IS FOR THE LOOSING OF THE PANDAMA. RECITE THIS "YUKASAR CHOSE HER WHO PASSETH OVER" OVER THE "WATER OF PRAYER" AND WINE WHEN THEY ARE MINGLED TOGETHER. IF IT IS FOR (SEVERAL) SOULS THAT HE HAS RECITED READ AS WRITTEN, BUT IF FOR A SINGLE SOUL SAY "THE SOUL OF N, SHALL BE AWAKENED". AND SAY "THE GREAT LIFE SPOKE AND OPENED WITH HIS MOUTH'' AND PART THY PANDAMA, EAT THY PIHTA AND DRINK THY MAMBUHA. AND RECITE "THE LIVING WATER SHONE FORTH IN ITS PLACE" THEN RISE, AND READ ONE PRAYER ALTER ANOTHER UNTIL THE (PRAYER) ''YUKASAR CHOSE HER THAT PASSETH OVER" HATH BEEN OFFERED UP.] 
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IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE! 
LIVING WATERS SHONE FORTH (IN SPLENDOUR) IN THEIR ŠKINTA. THE ROBES OF THE GOOD WERE RESPLENDENT IN THEIR PLACE. THE GREAT MANA WAS DAZZLINGLY BRIGHT IN HIS GLORY. SO (TOO) SHALL THESE LIVING, (BRIGHTLY) SHINING, STEADFAST AND VIGOROUS SOULS SHINE IN SPLENDOUR IN THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE. 
[THIS IS A PRAYER OF DEDICATION FOR THE "WATER OF PRAYER"] 
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FRAGRANT INCENSE RISETH TO ITS PLACE AND THOU, LIFE, BE VICTORIOUS! THE FORGIVER OF SINS, TRESPASSES, FOLLIES, STUMBLINGS & MISTAKES WILL FORGIVE ALL THOSE WHO LOVE HIS NAME OF TRUTH (KUŠTA) (LIKEWISE) THE SOUL OF N. 
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS. 
[A DEDICATION PRAYER FOR THE INCENSE] 
58
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE! 
PRAISED BE THE FIRST LIFE, PRAISED BE THE WORD OF THE FIRST LIFE: PRAISED BE THAT RADIANCE, LIGHT AND GLORY; PRAISED BE THAT LIGHT WHICH IS BOUNDLESS AND ENDLESS AND NONE KNOW WHEN IT CAME INTO BEING. PRAISED BE THE LORD OF GREATNESS AND PRAISED BE ALL THE 'UTHRAS THAT STAND TO THE RIGHT AND LEFT OF THE LORD OF GREATNESS AND PRAISE THE LORD OF GREATNESS. PRAISED BE MY FATHER YAWAR, PRAISED BE ALL THE 'UTHRAS WHO STAND AND PRAISE MY FATHER YAWAR. PRAISED BE THAT GREAT FIRST JORDAN IN WHICH THE FIRST LIFE WAS BAPTIZED. PRAISED BE ALL JORDAN’S OF LIVING WATER: PRAISED BE THE FRUITS, GRAPES AND TREES WHICH STAND BY THEM. PRAISED BE ALL THE MIGHTY AND LOFTY WORLDS OF LIGHT; PRAISED BE ALL THOSE SANCTUARIES (SHKINATA) OF THE HIDDEN FOR IN EACH AND EVERY ŠKINTA SIT A THOUSAND THOUSAND 'UTHRAS, ('UTHRAS) WITHOUT END, AND THE MYRIAD MYRIAD SANCTUARIES THAT ARE COUNTLESS. PRAISED ARE THOSE THOUSAND THOUSAND 'UTHRAS WITHOUT END AND THE MYRIAD MYRIAD SANCTUARIES BEYOND COUNT. 
PRAISED BE ALL THOSE BANNERS OF RADIANCE, LIGHT AND GLORY UNFURLED BEFORE THEM WHICH GIVE THEM LIGHT. PRAISED BE THE GREAT GATE OF THE HOUSE OF ABATHUR; PRAISED BE ALL 'UTHRAS WHO STAND BEFORE ABATHUR AND PRAISE HIM. PRAISED BE THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY SCALES WHICH ARE SET UP BEFORE THE ANCIENT ABATHUR; PRAISED BE THAT FIRST GREAT SCALES THAT WAS SET UP BEFORE ABATHUR THE ANCIENT. PRAISED BE THAT GREAT OCCULT DROP FROM WHICH HE PROCEEDED. PRAISED BE ALL 'UTHRAS WHO SIT UPON THRONES OF REST AND RECITE ORDINANCES AND MASIQTAS AND SECRET PRAYERS. PRAISED BE THOSE RECITATIONS, MASIQTAS, AND SECRET PRAYERS IN WHICH THE GREAT (LIFE) IS PRAISED. PRAISED BE THOSE PRIESTS WHO SIT WITH THEM. PRAISED BE ALL MOUNTAINS OF RADIANCE, LIGHT AND GLORY; PRAISED BE ALL ROADS AND PATHS OF LIGHT. 
FIRST LIFE! LIFT UP THINE EYES UPON THESE SOULS CALLED UPON, RAISED UP AND SIGNED IN THIS MASIQTA AND (THE SOULS OF) OUR FATHER, BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHO HAVE DEPARTED THE BODY, AND OF THOSE WHO STILL TARRY IN THE BODY. DELIVER THEM, SAVE THEM AND PROTECT THEM FROM THIS WORLD OF THE WICKED AND FROM THOSE WATCH-HOUSES (PURGATORIES). LET THY MERCY, GREAT FIRST LIFE, REST UPON THEM. AND YE SHALL SAY "LIFE IS ESTABLISHED IN ITS INDWELLING’S".
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS. 
[THIS IS AN OFFERING-UP OF SUPPLICATIONS. IT IS THE DEDICATORY PRAYERS OF THE MASIQTA. PRAY "WE HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED", "PRAISES", "THEE, THYSELF", "RAISING EYES" AND "I SOUGHT TO RAISE MY EYES". IF THOU RECITEST FOR (SEVERAL) SOULS READ AS WRITTEN, IF IT IS ONE SOUL SAY "LIFT THINE EYES UPON THE SOUL OF N"]. 
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LIFE IS FULFILLED IN ITS OWN GLORY AND THE GREAT LIGHT ESTABLISHED BY ITS VICTORIES. 
[THIS IS THE PRAYER OFFERED UP FOR THE PIHTA]. 
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THE GREAT LIFE DWELLETH IN THOSE THAT LOVE HIM, AND HIS DEVOTEES, DWELL IN THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE. 
AND LIFE BE PRAISED! 
[THIS IS THE DEDICATORY PRAYER FOR THE MAMBUHA.] 
61
AN EARTHLY WREATH FADETH, BUT THE WREATH OF LIFE IS FRESH AND LIVING. THE WREATH OF AN ELECT RIGHTEOUS MAN IS SET AND SHINETH ON THE HEADS OF THOSE WHO LOVE THE NAME OF TRUTH (KUŠTA). THE WREATH IS FROM THE WORLD OF LIGHT AND THE ROBE FROM THE EVERLASTING ABODE. THE ETHER-WREATH IS SET, WITH ITS PURITIES, AND SHINETH ON THE HEADS OF THESE SOULS OF THIS MASIQTA. 
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS. 
[THIS IS THE PRAYER PUT UP FOR THE WREATH OF A MASIQTA. IF THOU RECITEST FOR SEVERAL SOULS, READ AS WRITTEN, BUT IF FOR A SINGLE SAY "ON THE HEAD OF THIS SOUL OF N."] 
62
THE WORLDS GLISTEN (WITH COSTLY) OIL, BUT NAZOREANS SHINE WITH THE RADIANCE OF LIFE. 
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS. 
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IN GREAT RADIANCE AM I IMMERSED AND IN STEADFAST LIGHT AM I ESTABLISHED. MANDA BAPTISED ME, KUŠTA CONFIRMED ME. A LETTER, COMMUNICATION (COMMUNION) AND PURITY CAME TO ME FROM THE HOUSE OF LIFE. ITS FASTENING IS WATER, ITS WREATH IS LIGHT, ITS WEAPON THE LIVING WORD, AND ITS SEAL THE CHOSEN, PURE ONE. EVERY MAN WHO OPENETH IT AND READETH THEREIN SHALL LIVE, SHALL BE WHOLE AND HIS NAME WILL BE SET UP IN THE HOUSE OF LIFE, IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT SUBLIME LIFE FROM WORLDS (OF LIGHT?). 
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS. 
[THIS IS THE PRAYER OFFERED UP FOR THE MASIQTA OIL.] 
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THE LIFE DWELLETH IN ITS OWN RADIANCE AND LIGHT. 
AND LIFE BE PRAISED! 
[THIS IS THE CONFIRMATION OF THE (PRAYER) "YUKASAR CHOSE HER WHO PASSETH OVER". HERE RECITE "YE ARE SET UP AND RAISED UP" AND THE MASIQTA-HYMNS.]
65
YE ARE SET UP AND RAISED UP INTO THE PLACE WHERE THE GOOD ARE ESTABLISHED AMONGST MANAS OF LIGHT, THE SOULS CALLED UPON AND RAISED UP AND SIGNED BY THIS MASIQTA AND (THE SOULS OF) OUR FATHERS, OUR TEACHERS, OUR BROTHERS AND OUR SISTERS WHO HAVE DEPARTED THE BODY, AND OF THOSE WHO ARE(STILL) LIVING IN THE BODY. YOUR MANAS SHALL BE SET UP IN THE LIGHT AND YE WILL BE ESTABLISHED IN THE LIGHT. 
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS. 
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IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE! 
I AM CROWNED WITH A WREATH AND LAY ME DOWN
IN A DRESS IN WHICH THERE IS NO BLEMISH.
NO SPOT IS THERE IN THE DRESS,
NOR IS THERE AUGHT MISSING OR LACKING IN IT.
THE LIFE KNEW ABOUT ME.
ADAM, WHO SLEPT, AWOKE;
HE GRASPED ME WITH THE PALM OF HIS RIGHT HAND
AND GAVE (NOT?) INTO MY HAND A PALMBRANCH.
LIGHT CAST ME INTO DARKNESS,
BUT THE DARKNESS WAS FILLED WITH LIGHT.
THE DAY THAT LIGHT ARISETH,
DARKNESS RETURNETH TO ITS PLACE.
THE SOULS OF THIS MASIQTA
APPROACH A CLOUD OF LIGHT.
THEIR JOURNEY IS TO THE PLACE OF LIGHT.
AND LIFE BE PRAISED.
[THIS IS A MASIQTA HYMN] 
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WITH HIM, WITH THE DELIVERER
THE SOULS OF THIS MASIQTA WILL ASCEND.
THEY WILL BEHOLD THE PLACE OF LIGHT
AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE.
ON THEIR ROAD THE SEVEN WILL NOT DETAIN THEM,
NOR WILL THE JUDGE OF THE FALSE QUESTION THEM.
THE LIFE WILL COUNT YOU IN HIS RECKONING
AND THE GOOD WILL SET YOU UP IN THEIR MIDST.
TO THE PLACE TO WHICH THE GOOD GO THEY WILL GUIDE YOU
AND IN THE PLACE IN WHICH THEY STAND THEY WILL SET YOU UP;
LAMPS OF RADIANCE ARE FOUND BEFORE YOU,
BEAMS OF LIGHT BEHIND YOU.
KUŠTA WILL COME AT YOUR RIGHT
AND PIETY WILL SMOOTHEN YOUR PATH.
FOR YOU THERE WILL BE LOOSING’S
FROM HERE TO THE EVERLASTING ABODE.
FOR THE FERRY WHICH FERRIES OVER THE ELECT
WILL SET OUT TOWARDS YOU AND TAKE YOU ACROSS.
(THEN) FROM ABATHUR OF THE SCALES
A SAVIOR WILL COME FORTH TOWARDS YOU.
THE SAVIOR THAT COMETH TOWARDS YOU
IS ALL RADIANCY AND LIGHT FROM HEAD TO FOOT
LIKE THE WREATH IN HIS RIGHT HAND.
AND ON HIS TWO ARMS IS A ROBE.
BESTIR YOURSELVES! PUT ON YOUR ROBES!
PUT ON YOUR LIVING WREATHS, GIRD ON YOUR GIRDLES
IN WHICH NOTHING IS AWRY OR BLEMISHED.
ABOVE YOUR HEAD THERE WILL BE FRUIT,
AND THERE, AT YOUR TIME AND SEASON
YOUR MANAS WILL BE SET UP IN THE LIGHT.
YOUR MANAS IN THE LIGHT WILL BE SET UP.
(SO) RISE UP, BEHOLD THE PLACE OF LIGHT!
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
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BETWEEN THE HIDDEN AND THE RADIANCE,
BETWEEN LIGHT AND THE 'UTHRAS,
BETWEEN THE HIDDEN AND THE RADIANCE
STAND THOSE WHO QUESTION THE SOUL,
SAYING TO HER "SPEAK! SAY, SOUL,
WHO CONSTRUCTED THEE? WHO WAS THY BUILDER?
WHO BUILT THEE AND WHO WAS THE BEING, THY CREATOR?"
THE SOUL SPOKE AND SAID --
THE EDIFIED, WELL-CONSTRUCTED SOUL SPOKE --
AND SAITH TO THE BEING WHO QUESTIONETH HER,
SAID TO HIM, 'MY FATHER, ONE BUILT ME, ONE CONSTRUCTED ME"
ONE WAS THE BEING WHO TRANSPLANTED ME;
ONE OF THE SONS OF SALVATION IN HIS GOODNESS
TOOK (ACCEPTED) HIS LOT (DUTY).
HE FOLDED ME IN A WRAPPING OF RADIANCE,
TOOK (ME) AND GAVE ME OVER TO ADAM.
ADAM, IN HIS SIMPLICITY, WHILST HE KNEW NOT NOR UNDERSTOOD,
TOOK AND CAST ME INTO A PHYSICAL BODY;
TOOK ME AND CAST ME INTO A PHYSICAL BODY
THAT IS ALL SOUR AND BITTER FLUIDS AND DECAYING SUBSTANCES.
(THERE) THE SOUL REMAINETH AND WAITETH IN THE HOSTEL OF THE BODY
WHICH HE HAD BEQUEATHED HER: SITTETH AND WATCHETH OVER IT
TILL ITS MEASURE AND COUNT WERE ACCOMPLISHED.
WHEN ITS MEASURE AND COUNT WERE ACCOMPLISHED
THE DELIVERER CAME TO HER;
TO HER CAME THE DELIVERER
WHO LOOSED HER AND BORE HER AWAY:
(YEA), HE WHO HAD BOUND HER, WHO HAD LOOSED THE SOUL,
WENT BEFORE HER WHOM HE HAD BOUND.
COMING BEHIND HIM, THE SOUL HASTED
REACHED HER DELIVERER, RAN (AFTER) HIM
WHO HAD BOUND HER TO HER DWELLING.
THE SOUL AND HER DELIVERER (GO):
HER COURSE IS TO THE PLACE OF LIGHT,
TO THE PLACE WHOSE SUN GOETH NOT DOWN,
NOR DO ITS LAMPS OF LIGHT GROW DIM.
TO IT, AND TO THAT PLACE, THOSE SOULS
THAT ARE CALLED UPON IN THIS MASIQTA
AND SIGNED BY THIS SIGN, ARE SUMMONED AND INVITED.
THEY SHALL BEHOLD THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT
AND THE ABIDING ABODE.
AND LIFE BE PRAISED.
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BLISS AND PEACE THERE WILL BE
ON THE ROAD WHICH ADAM ATTAINED:
BLISS AND PEACE THERE SHALL BE
ON THE ROAD WHICH THE SOUL TRAVERSETH.
THE SOUL HATH LOOSED HER CHAIN AND BROKEN HER BONDS;
SHE HATH SHED HER EARTHLY GARMENT.
SHE TURNED ROUND, SAW IT AND WAS REVOLTED
SHE UTTERED AN EVIL CURSE ON THE BEING
WHO HAD CLOTHED HER IN THE BODY.
SHE PROVOKED THE FRAMER-OF-BODIES, SHE ROUSED HIM
FROM THE LAIR IN WHICH HE LAY. SHE SAID TO HIM,
"RISE UP, LOOK, FRAMER-OF-BODIES;
THE HOLLOW OF THY HAND IS FILLED WITH WATER!"
THE VOICE OF THE FRAMER-OF-BODIES (IS HEARD),
WHO HOWLETH AND WEEPETH FOR HIMSELF
AND SAITH "WOE IS ME THAT THE HOLLOW OF MY HAND
IS FILLED WITH WATER!" AND TO HER HE SAITH
"GO IN PEACE, DAUGHTER OF THE FREE, WHOM
IN THE HOUSE OF EVIL ONES THEY CALLED HANDMAIDEN.
GO IN PEACE, PURE PEARL THAT WAS TRANSPORTED
FROM THE TREASURIES OF LIFE;
GO IN PEACE, FRAGRANT ONE WHO IMPARTED
HER FRAGRANCE TO THE STINKING BODY.
GO IN PEACE, RADIANT ONE, WHO ILLUMINED
HER DARK HOUSE. GO IN PEACE,
PURE AND CHOSEN ONE, IMMACULATE AND SPOTLESS!"
FLYING, THE SOUL WENT
UNTIL SHE REACHED THE HOUSE OF LIFE:
SHE ARRIVED AT THE HOUSE OF LIFE.
`UTHRAS WENT FORTH TOWARDS HER,
SAYING TO HER "TAKE AND PUT ON THY ROBE OF RADIANCE
AND SET ON THY LIVING WREATH!
ARISE, DWELL IN THE ŠKINTAS,
THE PLACE WHERE `UTHRAS ABIDE, CONVERSING;
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS AND TRIUMPHANT IS MANDA-D-HIIA
AND LOVERS OF HIS NAME".
AND LIFE BE PRAISED!
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BLESSED AND PRAISED BE LIFE
WHO IS FILLED WITH COMPASSION FOR THESE SOULS.
PRAISED BE THOU, MY LORD, MANDA-D-HIIA,
FOR THOU RAISEST UP THESE SOULS AND DOST NOT CONDEMN THEM.
PRAISED BE THOU, PURE YUSHAMIN,
FOR THOU WILT GIVE THEM THY HELPING HAND.
BE YE PRAISED, SHILMAI AND NIDBAI,
FOR YE WILL GIVE TRUE WITNESS CONCERNING THEM.
AND BE YE PRAISED, HIBIL, SHITIL, AND ANUSH
FOR YE WILL RANSOM THEM FROM THE HOUSE-OF-DUES
AND FROM ABATHUR OF THE SCALES!
FOR TOWARD YOU WILL GO FORTH A MESSENGER,
AND THE MESSENGER WHO GOETH TOWARD YOU
IS ALL RADIANCE AND LIGHT FROM HEAD TO FOOT.
IN HIS RIGHT HAND A KIND OF WREATH
AND ON BOTH HIS ARMS A ROBE.
UP! PUT ON YOUR ROBES, SET ON YOUR LIVING WREATHS!
GIRD ON YOUR GIRDLES THAT ARE FLAWLESS AND FAULTLESS!
ABOVE YOUR HEADS THERE WILL BE FRUIT,
AND YOUR LAMPS WILL HANG AMONGST LAMPS OF LIGHT
AND WILL SHED LIGHT.
THE LORD OF TOLLS WILL NOT CONFRONT YOU
NOR WILL LYING JUDGES PUT YOU TO THE QUESTION.
THEY WILL BRING YOU LIBERATING WORDS
FROM HERE UNTO THE EVERLASTING ABODE,
THE BUILDING THAT WAS BUILT FOR YOU IN THE HOUSE OF LIFE,
WILL NOT COME TO NAUGHT IN AN AGE OF AGES!
AND MAY SOME OF MANDA-D-HIIA'S RADIANCE AND LIGHT
AND THE REVIVIFYING-BREATH OF LIFE REST UPON US!
BLESSED IS THE VOICE OF LIFE
AND PRAISED BE THE GREAT BEAM WHICH IS ALL LIGHT.
AND LIFE BE PRAISED.
[AFTER THOU HAST RECITED "THE LIFE DWELLETH IN ITS OWN RADIANCE AND LIGHT", "YE ARE SET UP", "I AM CROWNED WITH A WREATH AND LAY ME DOWN", "WITH HIM, WITH THE DELIVERER", "BETWEEN THE HIDDEN AND THE RADIANCE", "BLISS AND PEACE THERE WILL BE", "MY VIGILANCE AND MY PRAISE GIVING", "GO IN PEACE, PURE CHOSEN ONE", "WELL, WELL IS IT FOR THEE, SOUL" AND THE OTHER HYMNS, AS MANY AS THOU ART ABLE, THEN RECITE THE "BLESSED AND PRAISED IS LIFE" OF SHEM SON OF NOAH. IF THOU READEST FOR (SEVERAL) SOULS, READ AS IT IS WRITTEN, BUT IF ONLY FOR ONE SOUL, SAY "THE SOUL OF N." AND PAY ATTENTION, WITH ALL WATCHFULNESS, CLEARNESS OF MIND AND STUDIOUS ATTENTION AND RECITE "GOOD IS THE GOOD FOR THE GOOD"; PERFORM KUŠTA WITH ONE ANOTHER AND RECITE "IN GREAT RADIANCE AM I IMMERSED". 
AND PRAY A PRAYER FOR YOURSELVES AND MAKE PIHTA AND MAMBUHA FOR YOURSELVES AND EAT YOUR PIHTA AND DRINK YOUR MAMBUHA AND OFFER UP THE PRAYER "GOOD IS THE GOOD FOR THE GOOD", PERFORM KUŠTA WITH ONE ANOTHER FOR YOURSELVES AND (THEN) HONOUR YOUR CROWNS. ]
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
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IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
BLESSED AND PRAISED BE THE LIFE!
BLESSED AND PRAISED BE THE NAME OF LIFE IN THE PLACE OF LIGHT!
BLESSED AND PRAISED ART THOU, MY LORD, MANDA-D-HIIA;
THOU AND THY STRENGTH, THY RADIANCE, THY LIGHT, THY GLORY AND THY HELP.
PRAISED ART THOU, MY FATHER YUSHAMIN THE PURE,
SON OF A TRANSPLANTING OF THE MIGHTY LIFE.
PRAISED ART THOU, SECOND LIFE, LIFE THAT IS FROM LIFE.
PRAISED ARE YE, SHILMAI AND NIDBAI, GUARDIAN 'UTHRAS OF THE JORDAN.
PRAISED ARE YE, NSAB AND ANAN-NSAB.
(PRAISED ARE) OUR FATHERS HIBIL, SHITIL AND ANUSH
THE NAME AND CHIEF OF THE WHOLE RACE.
PRAISED ART THOU, LOFTY ABATHUR;
BLESSED AND ESTABLISHED IS THE GREAT ŠKINTA IN WHICH THOU SITTEST.
PRAISED ARE YE FOUR BEINGS, SONS OF PERFECTION, WHO GO TO MEET THE GOOD;
GO FORTH TO MEET THE GOOD AND CLOTHE THE GOOD WITH ROBES.
PRAISED ART THOU, EARTH OF LIGHT AND BLESSED AND PRAISED THOSE WHO DWELL IN THEE.
BLESSED ART THOU, ROAD OF THE GREAT, PATH OF THE PERFECT
AND TRACK THAT RISETH UP TO THE PLACE OF LIGHT.
BLESSED ART THOU, NASIRUTHA FROM WHOM THE ELECT LEARN;
FROM THEE LEARN THE ELECT, AND DEAL OUT REWARD AND PIOUS GIFT
THEY DEAL WITH REWARD AND PIOUS GIFT AND RISE UP AND BEHOLD THE PLACE OF LIGHT.
PRAISED ART THOU, JORDAN OF LIVING WATER, FOR FROM THEE WE OBTAIN PURITY;
WE OBTAIN PURITY FROM THEE AND RECEIVE THE PURE SIGN.
MY FATHERS BEHELD THE LIFE AND MY TEACHER THE PLACE OF LIGHT.
THE 'UTHRAS OF LIGHT ARE VICTORIOUS,
AND VICTORIOUS ABATHUR AND THE SONS OF PERFECTION
WHO STAND, PRAISING THE LIFE.
ENLARGEMENT OF LIFE THERE SHALL BE FOR THE BELIEVING
WHO HAVE DEPARTED OUT OF OUR MIDST;
THE BELIEVERS, THE POOR, THE LOWLY AND PRIESTS.
AND MY LORD MANDA-D-HIIA WILL LEND THEM HIS HELPING HAND.
THANKFULLY RECEIVED ARE THE GOOD GIFTS (TABUTA) OF LIFE,
THE GOOD GIFTS OF LIFE AND OF KNOWLEDGE OF LIFE,
THE PIHLA THAT...AT THE NAME OF THE LIFE.
FOR ANY MAN WHO GIVETH AN OBLATION,
HIS OBLATION WILL BE HIS HELPER: ELECT AND PERFECT MEN
WHO BESTOW OBLATIONS WILL RISE BY KUŠTA 'S PATH.
TO THEM IT SHALL BE GIVEN.
OF THE ETHER-WREATH THEY TWISTED THEM A WREATH
OF SPEECH AND HEARING, OF JOY, PURITY, GOODNESS AND GREATNESS.
A WREATH FROM THE VINE RUAZ HE WILL SET ON THE HEADS
OF THOSE SOULS CALLED ON, SIGNED, AND RAISED UP BY THIS MASIQTA;
(AND THE SOULS OF) OUR FATHERS, OUR TEACHERS, OUR BROTHERS AND OUR SISTERS, OF THOSE WHO HAVE DEPARTED THE BODY AND THOSE WHO ARE YET IN THE BODY.
(A WREATH LIKE THAT) SET ON ITS HEAD BY THE GREAT (LIFE)
AND BY THE GREAT (LIFE) GIVEN TO 'UTHRAS
AND GIVEN BY 'UTHRAS TO THEIR PRIESTS.
HEALER, WHOSE MEDICINE IS WATER, COME!
BE THOU A HEALER TO THY DEVOTEES,
TO THY DEVOTEES BE THOU A HEALER
AND TO HIM THAT GIVETH OBLATION BE THOU A HELPER:
ON HIM WHOM THOU HAST HEALED, DO THOU,
MY LORD, BESTOW SOUNDNESS.
BEHOLD HIM WHO STANDETH BEFORE THEE AND CONDEMN [DAMN] HIM NOT.
MY LORD, HIGH KING OF LIGHT, REVEALER
WHOSE EYES ARE UNCOVERED, SEEKING JUSTICE
AND ENACTING JUSTICE FOR THOSE WHO LOVE IT,
DO JUSTICE ON THOSE WHO PERSECUTE US,
THOSE PERSECUTORS WHO PURSUE US,
AND ON THE WICKED AND FURIOUS ONES
WHO SCHEME TO WORK EVIL UPON US.
IF IT PLEASE THEE, HIGH KING OF LIGHT,
LOOK ON US AND CONDEMN [DAMN] US NOT!
BEHOLD THESE SOULS WHO BELIEVED IN THEE
AND FOR THY NAME'S SAKE STOOD BY ON EARTH
AND WERE PERSECUTED. SHOW US PURE ETHER-AIR
SO THAT WE MAY FORGET EARTHLY PERSECUTION,
THAT WE MAY FORGET THE PERSECUTION OF EARTH
AND THE VEXATION OF THE WICKED AND LIARS.
STRENGTHEN OUR INSIGHT, OUR VOICE, OUR VIGILANCE AND OUR PRAISE!
THEREBY THE GREAT LIFE COMMUNED WITH THEE
AND SET THEE UP COMPLETELY (?) WITH HIS RADIANCE
AND HIS LIGHT, MANDA-D-HIIA!
AND MAY THE VIVIFYING-POWER OF LIFE REST UPON US.
MY ELECT, YE SHALL SAY "BLESSED BE THE VOICE OF LIFE
AND PRAISED BE THE GREAT BEAM WHICH IS ALL LIGHT!"
AND LIFE BE PRAISED!
[THIS IS THE "BLESSED AND PRAISED BE THE LIFE" OF SHEM SON OF NOAH. AFTERWARDS, READ HERE "BLESSED AND PRAISED BE LIFE" OF THE SOULS, AND THEN RECITE "GOOD IS THE GOOD FOR THE GOOD".] 
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GOOD IS THE GOOD FOR THE GOOD, AND HIS NATURE IS SET UPON THOSE WHO LOVE HIS NAME. WE WILL SEEK AND FIND, SPEAK AND BE HEARD. WE HAVE SOUGHT AND FOUND, HAVE SPOKEN AND BEEN HEARD IN THY PRESENCE, MY LORD, MANDA-D-HIIA, LORD OF ALL HEALINGS. 
FORGIVE HIM HIS SINS, TRESPASSES, FOLLIES, STUMBLINGS AND MISTAKES AND (THOSE OF) HIM WHO FURNISHED THIS BREAD, MASIQTA AND (RITUAL) FOOD. MY LORD, MANDA-D-HIIA AND (THOU) GREAT FIRST LIFE, FORGIVE THE SINS TRESPASSES, FOLLIES, STUMBLING’S AND MISTAKES OF THE DONOR(S) OF FEE AND OBLATION, AND THEIR WIVES, CHILDREN, THEIR PRIESTS AND THOSE WHO PLACED (BROUGHT) THIS BREAD AND FOOD; (LIKEWISE) YOU, MY PARENTS, TEACHERS, INSTRUCTORS AND PRECEPTORS WHEN YE SUPPORT FROM THE LEFT TO THE RIGHT. AND YE SHALL SAY "LIFE BE ESTABLISHED IN ITS DWELLINGS AND LIFE BE PRAISED; 
LIFE IS VICTORIOUS OVER ALL WORKS. 
[RECITE THIS "GOOD IS THE GOOD FOR THE GOOD" WHEN THOU READEST A MASIQTA. WHEN THOU PERFORMEST A BAPTISM, RECITE IT, WHEN THOU DISTRIBUTEST OIL RECITE IT, WHEN THOU RECITEST THE RAHMIA ("DEVOTIONS" RECITE IT, AND AFTER THE RAHMIA. AND RECITE IT WHEN THOU PARTAKEST OF THE (RITUAL) DISH. ]
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[bookmark: The_Letter]THE LETTER
CHAPTER 73
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
A SEALED LETTER WHICH LEAVETH THE WORLD --
A LETTER WRITTEN IN GOOD-FAITH (KUSHTA)
AND SEALED WITH THE SEAL OF THE MIGHTY (LIFE) --
RIGHTEOUS MEN WROTE IT, BELIEVING MEN TIED IT ON,
AND SUSPENDED IT ABOUT THE SOUL'S NECK
AND DESPATCHED IT TO THE GATE OF LIFE.
THE SOUL, IN HER WISDOM,
PRESSED HER NAIL ON THE LETTER,
HER NAIL SHE PRESSED ON THE LETTER;
SHE IMBUED IT WITH HER MYSTIC RADIANCE,
WRAPPED IT AND VEILED IT IN HER LIGHT.
HOW CAME IT THAT DAIUM SAW
THAT THE SOUL BORE A LETTER?
HOW WAS IT THAT DAIUM SAW IT
AS HER SEVEN SONS GATHERED ABOUT HER
AND SAID "WHO HATH WRITTEN THE LETTER
WHOSE SECRET NO MAN KNOWETH?
WHO WROTE THE LETTER THAT IS SEALED IN
BY THESE PROTECTIVE STRANDS?"
THE LETTER IS WRITTEN IN GOOD FAITH,
AND SEALED WITH THE SEAL OF THE MIGHTY (LIFE).
RIGHTEOUS (MEN) WROTE IT, BELIEVING MEN TIED IT ON
AND HUNG IT ABOUT THE NECK OF THE SOUL
AND DESPATCHED IT TO THE GATE OF LIFE.
THE SOUL FLIETH AND GOETH UNTIL SHE HATH REACHED
THE WATCH-HOUSE OF THE SEVEN.
THE CHIEF-OF-DUES, WHEN HE SAW HER,
(AND) THE GOVERNOR, WHEN THEY SAW HER,
MURMUR DISCONTENT AND SAY
"WHO HATH WRITTEN THE LETTER
WHOSE SECRET NO MAN KNOWETH?
WHO WROTE LETTER THAT IS SEALED
BY THESE PROTECTIVE MARKS?"
"THE LETTER IS WRITTEN IN GOOD FAITH
AND SEALED WITH THE SEAL OF THE MIGHTY (LIFE).
RIGHTEOUS (MEN) WROTE IT;
BELIEVING MEN TIED IT UP
AND HUNG IT ABOUT THE NECK OF THE SOUL
AND DESPATCHED IT TO THE GATE OF LIFE".
THE SOUL FLIETH AND TRAVELLETH ON
UNTIL SHE REACHETH SPIRITS OF PURGATORY.
THE SPIRITS OF PURGATORY ABASED THEIR HEADS
AND THE SOUL PASSED THE PURGATORY-SPIRITS BY.
THE SOUL FLIETH AND GOETH
UNTIL SHE CAME TO THE WATERS OF DEATH.
AS SHE REACHED THE WATERS OF DEATH
THERE CAME FORTH TOWARDS HER
A GREAT BEAM OF RADIANCE (AND) OF LIFE, (WHO)
GRASPED HER BY THE PALM OF HER RIGHT HAND
AND BROUGHT HER OVER THE WATERS OF DEATH.
THE SOUL FLIETH AND GOETH
UNTIL SHE REACHETH THE HOUSE OF LIFE.
WHEN SHE REACHED THE HOUSE OF LIFE
SHE UTTERED A CRY TO THE HOUSE OF LIFE,
AND WHEN HE HEARD HER CALL, THE LIFE
SENT A MESSENGER TOWARDS HER,
(WHO) GRASPED HER BY THE PALM OF HER HAND,
CONDUCTED HER, (CAME) TO SUPPORT HER
IN THE LIKENESS OF THE LIFE TO THE PLACE
OF RADIANCE, LIGHT AND BEAMS OF EFFULGENCE;
TO UNITE HER TO (THE COMPANY OF) 'UTHRAS
AND TO SET HER UP AMONGST BEAMS OF LIGHT.
UPON HER HEAD THEY PLACED A WREATH OF ETHER
AND TOOK HER OUT OF THE WORLD IN SPLENDOUR.
LIFE SUPPORTED LIFE: LIFE FOUND ITS OWN:
IT HATH FOUND ITS OWN, AND MY SOUL HATH FOUND
THAT FOR WHICH SHE HOPED.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[UP TO HERE RECITE OVER THE FLASK OF OIL AS IT IS PUT INTO CLAY UP TO THE MOUTH OF THE BOTTLE. AND THE CLAY MUST BE PURE AND FROM THE JORDAN.]
CHAPTER 74
BOUND (SECURED) AND SEALED ARE THE SPIRIT AND SOUL OF N. BY THE SEAL OF KUSHTA AND THE GREAT SAFEGUARD OF TRUTH BY THE WORD OF KUSHTA AND THE RAISING (POWER) OF YUKABAR-ZIWA.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[THIS IS THE CONCLUSION OF THE "LETTER". SET (PRESS) THY SEAL-RING AND THE NAIL OF THY LITTLE FINGER OF THY RIGHT HAND INTO THE CLAY, SEAL IT AND READ THIS CONCLUSION OVER IT. AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS].
[SHOULDEST THOU WISH TO ADMINISTER OIL (TO A DYING PERSON), AT THE BEGINNING AND END ORDER THE CHIEF (RELATIVE) OR REMAINING (PERSONS: I.E. OF THE FAMILY?) TO THROW WATER OVER THE DYING PERSON. IF HE IS A MANDAEAN (LAYMAN) THEY SHALL PURIFY THE HAND OF THE DYING PERSON AND POUR OIL ON IT AND SIGN IT WITH THREE SIGNINGS. AND HE SHALL JOIN WITH HIM AND SHALL PLACE HIS HAND ON HIS MOUTH AND THEN PUT THE DYING PERSON'S HAND ON HIS MOUTH. IF IMMEDIATE DEATH IS NEAR (?) AT THE PLACE WHERE THEY APPLY THE OIL THEY SHALL CLEANSE WITH WATER AND PURIFY HIM AND BRING TO HIM PROXIES (THOSE LIKE HIM).]
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
HEALTH AND VICTORY BE MINE, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUSH.
WHEN THOU WISHEST TO ADMINISTER UNCTION TO ANYONE LEAVING THE BODY (DYING), SAY "IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE, UNION AND RENEWAL OF LIFE AND FORGIVING OF SINS BE THERE FOR THIS SOUL OF N. SON OF N. OF THIS "LETTER AND MASIQTA". AND BRING A CLEAN NEW BOTTLE NEVER BEFORE USED, PRESS OUT PURE OIL AND PLACE IN IT. WHEN ENOUGH, TWINE A WREATH OF MYRTLE ABOUT THE BOTTLE. AND SET IT BEFORE THEE AND RECITE FOR THY CROWN "IN THE NAME OF THAT FIRST BEING" AND SET THY CROWN ON THY HEAD. AND RECITE BESIDE THY CROWN "LIFE CREATED YAWAR-ZIWA", "LET THERE BE LIGHT", AND "MANDA CREATED ME" FOR THY CROWN. AND RECITE "STRENGTHENED AND ENHANCED IS THE GREAT MYSTERY OF RADIANCE LIGHT AND GLORY" AND BIND THY PANDAMA OVER THY MOUTH.
AND TAKE THE PHIAL INTO THY HAND AND RECITE "WATER OF LIFE ART THOU" OVER THE BOTTLE. AND RECITE "HAIL TO THE FIRST LIFE" FOR THE INCENSE AND CAST INCENSE ON THE FIRE AND RECITE "WE HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED", "PRAISES", "TO THEE" AND "RAISING MY EYES"; AND THE BOTTLE SHALL BE IN THY HAND. AND RECITE "I SOUGHT TO RAISE EYES" AND AT THE PLACE WHERE IT SAYS "WILT WIPE AWAY AND REMOVE FROM N. HIS SINS, TRESPASSES, FOLLIES, STUMBLING’S AND MISTAKES AND CAST THEM INTO THE HELLS OF EARTH AND INTO THE NETHERMOST ABADDONS OF DARKNESS AND WILT RAISE HIM UP AS GUILTLESS AND NOT AS GUILTY AND AS VIRTUOUS AND NOT AS VICIOUS BEFORE THEE, MANDA-D-HIIA. WITH THY RADIANCE THOU WILT CLOTHE HIM AND WITH THY LIGHT THOU WILT COVER HIM, AND WILT SET THY LIVING WREATH ON HIS HEAD, (THE HEAD OF) THIS THE SOUL OF N." AND TAKE CARE THAT THOU READEST TO THE END WITH ATTENTION!
AND RECITE THE EIGHT PRAYERS FOR THE PIHTA OVER THE BOTTLE AND THE TWO PRAYERS FOR THE MAMBUHAMANA", COVER THE BOTTLE WITH THE CLAY AND TAKE THY SEAL-RING WITH THREE OF THY FINGERS -- THY THUMB AND THE FINGER NEXT THY THUMB AND THE LITTLE FINGER -- AND RECITE "THE SEALED LETTER WHICH LEAVETH THE WORLD" AND AT THE PLACE WHERE IT SAITH "A LETTER WRITTEN IN GOOD FAITH AND SEALED WITH THE SEAL OF THE MIGHTY (LIFE)", SEAL WITH THY RING AND THE NAIL OF THY LITTLE FINGER. AND UNTIL THE END LET THY SEAL AND THE NAIL OF THY LITTLE FINGER REST IN THE CLAY. AND RECITE "BOUND AND SEALED ARE THE SPIRIT AND SOUL OF N. WITH THE SEAL OF KUSHTA AND THE GREAT SAFEGUARD OF STRENGTH IN THE WORD OF KUSHTA AND THE RAISING-UP OF YUKABAR-ZIWA". OVER THE BOTTLE AND RECITE OVER THE MYRTLE WREATH "THE LIGHT BECAME LIGHT", "ENLIGHTENED AND ENLIGHTENING" AND PLACE THE BOTTLE ON HIS HEAD. RECITE "MANDA-D-HIIA WENT TO THE STARS: HIS APPEARANCE LOOSED" OVER THE BOTTLE AND TAKE WITH THY FOREFINGER SOME OIL FROM THE MOUTH OF THE BOTTLE AND RECITE "(IN THE NAME OF THE) STRANGE (SUBLIME) LIFE, THIS, THE GLORY AND LIGHT OF LIFE" AND AT THE PLACE WHERE IT SAITH "TO SEND FORTH SPIRIT AND SOUL" SAY "OF N". AND WHERE IT SAITH "AND SAURIEL THE RELEASER COMETH, WHO RELEASETH SPIRIT AND SOUL" SAY "OF N." AND AT "EVERYTHING THAT IS THEREWITH" SIGN THE MOUTH OF THE BOTTLE; AND AT "THE HOUSE OF ABATHUR" SIGN THE MOUTH OF THE BOTTLE. AND WHERE IT SAITH "THE SPIRIT OF N. WENT AND BECAME LIKE THE SOUL AND WAS RAISED UP INTO THE HOUSE OF LIFE AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS" SIGN THE MOUTH OF THE BOTTLE. AND RECITE "TRULY DID MY BAPTIZER BAPTIZE ME", "I AM BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE", AND "WHOSE SON AM I? OF THE GUARDED
AND LIFT THY SEAL-RING, THY NAIL AND THY LITTLE FINGER FROM IT AND SET IT BEFORE THEE AND RECITE "PRAISED BE THE FIRST LIFE" AND AT THE PLACE WHERE IT SAYS "LIFT THINE EYES" SAY "UPON N.". AND THY PANDAMAMANAS LIGHT" (INSERT) "THE SOUL OF N. IS ESTABLISHED IN THAT PLACE". MUST BE OVER THY MOUTH. AND RECITE "YE ARE SET UP AND RAISED UP IN THE PLACE WHERE THE GOOD ARE ESTABLISHED AMONGST
AND (RECITE) "I AM CROWNED WITH A WREATH AND LAY ME DOWN", "WITH HIM, WITH THE DELIVERER", "BETWEEN THE HIDDEN AND THE RADIANCE", "BLISS AND PEACE THERE WILL BE ON THE ROAD WHICH ADAM ATTAINED", "MY VIGILANCE AND PRAISE", "GO IN PEACE, CHOSEN, PURE AND GUILTLESS ONE IN WHOM THERE IS NO SPOT", "THE MANA REJOICETH IN HIS TREASURES", "WELL IS IT FOR THEE, WELL IS IT FOR THEE, SOUL THAT DEPARTED FROM THE WORLD", "SUNDAY, AND KUSHTA AND OBLATION", "I AM PROVIDED AND PROVISIONED", "HE ROSE AND TOOK ME UP WITH HIM", "THE DAY THAT THE SOUL GOETH FORTH" AND "YE ARE SET UP AND RAISED UP, MY CHOSEN".
AND RECITE THE "BLESSED AND PRAISED BE LIFE" FOR THE SOULS AND HERE RECITE THE "BLESSED AND PRAISED IS LIFE" OF SHEM SON OF NOAH. AND WHERE IT SAITH "TO YOU IT SHALL BE GIVEN, OF THE ETHER-WREATH" SAY "TO N. SON OF N." (IT SHALL BE GIVEN). AND RECITE "GOOD IS THE GOOD FOR THE GOOD"; ASK MERCY FOR HIM AND REMIT HIS SINS AND HIS TRESPASSES. AND GIVE IT TO HIM TO WHOM THOU GIVEST IT AND GRASP IN KUSHTA THE HAND OF HIM WHO HOLDETH (THE HAND) OF THE DYING PERSON AND SAY TO HIM "THIS KUSHTA WHICH I ENTRUST TO THEE, DO THOU CONVEY IT TO ABATHUR".
IF IT IS URGENT TO CARRY HIM AWAY, BESTIR THYSELF (HURRY) WHEN THOU RECITEST "THE SEALED LETTER WHICH LEAVETH THE WORLD" AND "BOUND AND SEALED ARE THE SPIRIT AND SOUL OF N.". GIVE HIM THAT WHICH THOU GIVEST HIM, AND TAKE IN KUSHTA THE HAND OF HIM WHO TAKETH (THE HAND OF) THE DYING PERSON AND SAY TO HIM "THIS KUSHTA I SPEAK TO THEE DO THOU SPEAK IT TO ABATHUR". THY PANDAMA MUST BE OVER THY MOUTH. THEN THOU SHALT RECITE "THE FIRST LIFE BE PRAISED", "YE ARE SET UP AND RAISED UP." AND (SO ON) TILL THE "GOOD IS THE GOOD FOR THE GOOD", JUST AS I TELL THEE.
OFFER UP FOR HIM THE DEVOTIONAL PRAYERS, HYMNS AND THE "RAISING" (PRAYERS) OF THE MASIQTA FROM BEGINNING TO END. AND BE CAREFUL (TO INSERT) THE NAME OF HIM TO WHOM THOU DIDST ADMINISTER THE OIL. LET NOTHING BE LACKING AND RECITE WITH ATTENTION AND CARE.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
THEN, WHEN THOU HOLDEST THY PANDAMA OVER THY MOUTH, PRAY FOR THYSELF. MAKE PIHTA AND MAMBUHA FOR THYSELF, RECITE "THE GREAT LIFE SPOKE AND OPENED THEIR MOUTH" AND EAT THY PIHTAMAMBUHA. AND RECITE "LIFE IS FULL", AND "THE GREAT LIFE DWELLETH" FOR THYSELF AND RECITE "GOOD IS THE GOOD FOR THE GOOD" AND PERFORM THE KUSHTA-RITE FOR THYSELF AND HONOUR THY CROWN. AND DRINK THY
AND BEWARE, BEWARE AND BEWARE LEST THOU BEGIN ANY OF THE "LOOSING PRAYERS" WITHOUT THY PANDAMA. (DO IT) ONLY AFTER THOU HAST MADE PETITIONS FOR THYSELF.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
THIS IS THE BENEDICTION OF OIL, WHICH BIHRAM-RBA, SON OF ADAM CELEBRATED FOR HIS MOTHER HAWA WIFE OF ADAM WHEN SHE DEPARTED THE BODY, WHILST HIBIL-ZIWA SAT BEFORE THEM.
THIS BENEDICTION OF OIL WAS IN THE DIWAN OF RAMUIA SON OF 'QAIMAT OF THE TOWN TIB, WRITTEN BY ZAZAI-D-GAWAZTA SON OF HAWA. AND BAYAN-HIBIL SON OF BRIK-YAWAR WROTE IT. HERE HE DISTRIBUTED IT, WITH THESE BOOKS, AMONGST A HUNDRED NAZOREANS, FROM HIS OWN DIWAN WHICH HE HAD COPIED FROM RAMUIA SON OF 'QAIMAT'S DIWAN THAT WAS FOUND IN THE POSSESSION OF HAIUNA DAUGHTER OF YAHIA AND BAINAI SON OF ZAKIA.
AND BAYAN-HIBIL SON OF BRIK-YAWAR SAID "JUST AS IT WAS WRITTEN, I WROTE IT AND ALL THE MYSTERIES OF THE OIL WERE THEREIN. AS FAR AS JERUSALEM, THE CITY OF THE JEWS, THEIR MYSTERIES (SACRAMENTAL CEREMONIES) ARE LIKE THESE.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
EXHORT THOSE WHO ADMINISTER THE OIL TO BE CAREFUL. IF HE (THE APPARENTLY DYING PERSON) DOTH NOT DEPART THE BODY, LET THEM BRING HIM TO THEE. RECITE "IN GREAT RADIANCE AM I IMMERSED", BREAK OPEN THE SEAL, BEAR IT AWAY (?) AND THROW IT INTO THE JORDAN.
AND WHEN THOU ADMINISTEREST OIL, BEWARE LEST THOU MAKE A MISTAKE. IF THOU HAST COMMITTED AN ERROR, IT WILL NEED A "MASIQTA OF THE SIXTY" FOR HIM ON WHOM THE OIL FALLETH AND IT WILL BE WELL. IF IMPOSSIBLE TO CARRY HIM READ A "SIXTY" MASIQTA FOR HIM WITH SEVEN FOOD-TRAYS, AND AT "THAT WHICH IS WITH HER" SIGN HIM AND AT "THE HOUSE OF ABATHUR" SIGN HIM. (IF) THE SOUL (BE THAT OF) A GOOD, PIOUS PERSON, ONE WHO HATH PEOPLE WHO WILL DO GOOD AFTER HIM, BRING PRIESTS AND CELEBRATE SIXTY MASIQTAS FOR HIM IN FULL WITH EVERYTHING. IN THE UPRAISING OF THE SIXTY" SIGN HIM ALONE AT (THE WORDS) MA D-BH; AT THE WORDS BIT ABATUR SIGN HIM ALONE. AND IN THE LAST UPRAISING SIGN HIM ALONE AT BIT ABATUR AND (THEN) SIGN THE SOULS OF OUR FATHERS.
FOR A MASIQTA THOU REQUIREST MEAT, WATER OF PRAYER, INCENSE, PIHTA, HAMRA, WREATH AND OIL. AND IN (ON) THE SEVEN TRAYS: - PLACE THERE ALL THAT THOU WISHEST IN THE TRAYS TOGETHER WITH THOSE MYSTERIES (NAMED ABOVE).
AND WHEN (THERE IS) A MASIQTA, READ THE HOMILIES ABOUT THE SOUL; LET THEM BE MANY, AND BE COMPASSIONATE. IT IS GOOD (BENEFICIAL) FOR A SOUL ON WHOM OIL FALLETH. RECITE OVER HIM AND OVER THE SEVEN RAHBATA AND (PRAY FOR) MANDAEANS, NAZOREANS AND THE FAITHFUL. AND PRAY THE MASIQTAPIHTA AND MAMBUHA, THE "BINDINGS AND LOOSINGS" OF THE MASIQTA PRAYERS "WE HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED", "PRAISES", "THEE", "LIFTING EYES", "I SOUGHT TO RAISE EYES" AND ALL THE APPOINTED PRAYERS FOR THE FROM BEGINNING TO END.
BE CAREFUL; MAKE ENQUIRY, DISPLAY KINDNESS, SHOW COMPASSION (DURING?) THE HOMILIES, AND LOOSE HIM FROM HIS SINS.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
THEN HIBIL-ZIWA TAUGHT AND SAID "GREAT DISGRACE WILL FALL ON ANY NAZOREAN WHO (WHILST) READING THE MASIQTA OPENETH HIS PANDAMA OR ADULTERATES THE WATER OF PRAYER. HE WILL NOT BEHOLD HIS CREATOR AND WILL BE SMITTEN WITH THAT BLOW WHICH WAS ADMINISTERED TO THE FIRST ELDEST ONE BECAUSE HE SINNED AND BLUNDERED BEFORE HIS PARENTS. AND I, HIBIL-ZIWA, WILL NOT RECKON HIM AMONGST MY OWN, NOR COUNT HIM AS ONE OF MY OWN".
AND HIBIL-ZIWA SAID "ANY NAZOREAN WHO HOLDS (TO?) THE PANDAMA AND DOTH NOT ADULTERATE THE WATER OF PRAYER, AS LONG AS HE REMAINETH IN THE BODY SHALL HAVE INCREASE, SPEECH AND A HEARING BECAUSE HE HATH NEITHER REMOVED NOR CHANGED AUGHT OF THAT WHICH HIS FATHERS COMMANDED HIM, NOR HATH HE PERFORMED THE ACTS OF YUSHAMIN OR RENDERED A PORTION TO THE WELL SUMQAQ, NOR DID HE STAND IN THE HEAT OF THE WELL SUMQAQ".
EVERY MAN WHO CELEBRATETH THESE MYSTERIES MUST HOLD (WEAR) THE PANDAMA. WHEN HE HOLDETH HIS PANDAMA ALL THE CREATURES OF DARKNESS ARE TURNED BACK FROM HIS PRESENCE, HIS APPEARANCE WILL SHINE AND ALL THAT HE HATH DONE WILL BE CONFIRMED BY US.
AND LIFE IS-VICTORIOUS.
THIS IS THE BOOK OF GADANA WHICH HIBIL-ZIWA GAVE TO THE CHOSEN ELECT, WHICH I HAVE COPIED FOR MYSELF. I AM POOR, LOWLY, CHILD-LIKE AND STRIVING, ONE WHOM THE SEVEN AND TWELVE PERSECUTE; ONE OF THE ROOT OF THE FIRST (LIFE), ONE INSIGNIFICANT AMONGST MY FELLOW-PRIESTS AND GANZIBRAS, EARTH BENEATH THE FEET OF NAZOREANS AND DUST BENEATH THE FEET OF THE PIOUS.
I, A SLAVE WHO IS ALL SIN, COPIED THIS BOOK OF GADANA FOR MYSELF SO THAT THERE SHOULD BE SOMEONE TO COMMEMORATE MY NAME ON EARTH AND YONDER IN THE CELESTIAL WORLDS OF LIGHT. FOR MY HEART HATH LOVED THE LIFE AND MINE EYES WAIT UPON MANDA-D-HIIA, WHO WILL BE TO ME A SUPPORT, A DELIVERER AND A RESCUER FROM THE SONS OF KRUN AND I TESTIFY TO THE LIFE AND TO MY LORD MANDA-D-HIIA WITH A TRUE AND FAITHFUL HEART.
I AM RABBI ADAM-YUHANA SON OF BIHRAM SON OF SA'DAN SON OF MSA'DAN, KAMISIA BY NAME, RISH-DRAZ. I COPIED IT FOR MYSELF FROM THE BOOK OF A RIGHTEOUS AND UPRIGHT, WOMAN, A BELIEVING (CREATURE) WHOSE MIND IS PURE; IN IT THERE IS NO LECHERY, LUST OR HARLOTRY. SHE CONSECRATED HERSELF TO LOVE OF TRUTH (KUSHTA) AND COPIED THIS BOOK OF GADANA SO THAT THERE SHOULD BE FOR HER A COMMEMORATOR ON EARTH AND IN THE MIGHTY CELESTIAL WORLDS OF LIGHT, YONDER. SHE WAS MY OWN PATERNAL GRANDMOTHER; HER BAPTISMAL NAME WAS ANHAR DAUGHTER OF SHARAT. MAY THERE BE FOR HER ENLARGEMENT OF LIFE! AND THE NAME BY WHICH SHE WAS CALLED WAS 'DIIA, DAUGHTER OF ADAM SON OF SA'AD-JUWIRI. (SHE COPIED IT FROM?) THE COPY OF THE GREAT, LOFTY AND RESPECTED R. RAM-YUHANA SON OF R. YAHIA-ZIHRUN SON OF R. ZIHRUN SON OF R. ADAM SON OF R. YAHIA-ADAM SON OF R. SHITIL SON OF R. RAM SON OF R. ZAKIA SON OF R. YAHIA SON OF R. ZAKIA SON OF A FATHER OF GANZIBRAS, R. MHATAM SON OF R. SAM, KNOWN AS MANDUIA, FAMILY NAME 'KUMA (BLACK). HE COPIED IT FROM THE BOOK OF THE GREAT, LOFTY AND RESPECTED R. YAHIA-ZIHRUN SON OF R. YAHIA-BIHRAM SON OF R. ADAM SON OF R. YAHIA-ADAM KNOWN AS MANDUIA, FAMILY NAME 'KUMA. HE COPIED IT FOR A SHALMANA -- THE CRAFTSMAN HADAIAT SON OF THE CRAFTSMAN QASUM SON OF BIHRAM SON OF ZAKIA OF THE SONS OF THE DIHDARIA (TRIBE), FAMILY NAME SABUR, FROM THE BOOK OF R. ZIHRUN SON OF ASTA FARUK, ASTA NURUZ, HIS BAPTISMAL NAME BEING BIHRAM SON OF ADAM-YUHANA SON OF BR-HIIA SON OF ZIHRUN SON OF YAHIA-ANUSH, SON OF THE GREAT LOFTY AND RESPECTED R. MHATAM SON OF YAHIA-BAIAN SON OF YUHANA-SHADAN, OF THE SONS OF THE DIHDARIA, FAMILY NAME SABUR. HE COPIED FROM THE BOOK OF SHAHA WHOSE BAPTISMAL NAME WAS HAWA-MAMANIA DAUGHTER OF 'AZIZ, FAMILY NAME WASIA. HE COPIED IT FROM A BOOK (COPIED BY?) BIHRAM-BR-HIIA SON OF ADAM-ZAKIA-BR-HIIA SON OF BAKTIAR SON OF ADAM-BIHRAM, FAMILY NAME KUHILIA, THAT WAS COPIED BY THE GREAT, LOFTY AND RESPECTED MASTER-BUILDER OF KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING, A NOBLE AND DISTINGUISHED GANZIBRA, AN EXCELLENT, ACCOMPLISHED MAN, DEVOTED TO THE FIRST LIFE, SON OF AN ORTHODOX FAMILY (ROOT), SON OF A HIGHLY-DISTINGUISHED FAMILY, OUR TEACHER, R. YAHIA-BIHRAM SON OF A FATHER OF GANZIBRAS, R. SAM-BAHRAN SON OF YAHIA SON OF ZAKIA SON OF YUHANA KNOWN AS BUHAIIAR, ZAKIA BY NAME. MAY MAND-D-HIIA FORGIVE HIM HIS SINS FOR HE WAS KINDLY AND LONG-SUFFERING, AND WROTE THIS BOOK SO THAT THERE SHOULD BE COMMEMORATION FOR HIM ON EARTH AND YONDER IN THE WORLDS OF LIGHT. AND HE COPIED IT WITH THE RUBRICS WHICH HAD BEEN COPIED BY THE GREAT, LOFTY, RESPECTED AND RELIABLE GANZIBRA ZIHRUN SON OF BR-HIIA SON OF BAKTIAR SON OF ADAM-BIHRAM, FAMILY NAME KUHAILIA-MAY MANDA-D-HIIA FORGIVE HIM HIS SINS! HE COPIED IT FOR SAM-YUHANA SON OF MHATAM-BULBUL SON OF SAM, FAMILY NAME 'ASAKIR FROM THE BOOK OF R. ADAM-BAKTIAR SON OF YAHIA-ZAKIA-ZIHRUN SON OF YUHANA-SHITLAN, FAMILY NAME RISH-DRAZ ...
[THE LIST OF COPYISTS IS SO LONG THAT I VENTURE TO OMIT THE REST THIS COLOPHON OF D.C. 53, UP TO P. 98, LINE 16; (TRANSLATOR).]
... ZIQA SON OF NINIA. AND ADAM-SABUR SAID "I WENT TO BIT-HURDSHAIIA AND TRAVELLED AROUND A GREAT DEAL, BUT FOUND NO RELIABLE MASIQTA EQUAL TO THIS MASIQTA. WHEN I SAW THAT IT WAS RELIABLE, I WROTE THIS MASIQTA JUST AS IT WAS. AND ANY PRIEST OR MANDAEAN WHO PRAYS, SHALL HOLD TO THIS MASIQTA.
AND NOW, YE PRIESTS WHO HOLD TO IT, BE STAUNCH TO THIS MASIQTA SO THAT THERE MAY BE FORGIVENESS FOR YOUR SINS, AND THE LIFE AND MANDA-D-HIIA AND ALL THE 'UTHRAS SONS OF LIGHT WILL BE YOUR HELPERS. BUT WE WILL ABANDON AND NOT APPROACH ANY MAN UNTRUE TO IT.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
SO, THESE PRAYERS WERE ARRANGED FROM THE "EXPLANATION OF PRAYERS OF BAPTISM AND THE MASIQTA" WHICH WAS COPIED FROM THE DIWAN OF RAMUIA SON OF 'QAIMAT: THEIR FATHER WROTE (IT?), BAIAN-HIBIL SON OF BRIK-YAWAR AND OUR MASTER BAIAN SON OF ZAKIA. IT WAS IN HIS LIBRARY. SO THAT THESE INJUNCTIONS WERE WRITTEN BY BAIAN SON OF BRIK-YAWAR. HE DISTRIBUTED THESE BOOKS HERE AMONGST A HUNDRED NAZOREANS FROM HIS OWN LIBRARY, WHICH HE HAD COPIED FROM THE DIWAN OF RAMUIA SON OF 'QAIMAT WHICH WAS HOUSED BY HAIUNA DAUGHTER OF YAHIA AND BAIAN SON OF ZAKIA.
FOR IT WAS WRITTEN IN THE TOWN OF TIB. AND ZAKIA COPIED IT FROM THE DIWAN OF RAMUIA SON OF 'QAIMAT AND YAHIA (?) COPIED FROM THE DIWAN OF SAM SON OF ANUSH-YAHIA, AND SAM COPIED FROM THE DIWAN OF BIHRAM SON OF BRIK-ALAHA ...? AND ANUSH COPIED FROM THE DIWAN OF 'QAIAM SON OF SHARAT AND 'QAIAM COPIED FROM QAIUMA SON OF BRIK-ALAHA AND QAIUMA COPIED FROM SHGANDA SON OF YASMIN, AND SHGANDA SON OF YASMIN COPIED FROM THE DIWAN ZAZAI-D-GAWAZTA BR HAWA AND ZAZAI-D-GAWAZTA COPIED FROM THE DIWAN OF THE FIRST LIFE.
AND RAMUIA SON OF 'QAIMAT SAID "FROM THE DAY ON WHICH IT FELL FROM (WAS WRITTEN BY) ZAZAI-D-GAWAZTA SON OF HAWA TILL NOW, THE YEARS IN WHICH I WROTE IT, IS (A SPACE OF) 368 YEARS IN THE AGES". AND RAMUIA SON OF 'QAIMAT SAID "I WROTE THIS DIWAN IN THE TOWN OF TIB IN THE YEARS WHEN ANUSH SON OF DANQA DEPARTED WITH THE HEADS OF THE PEOPLE (ETHNARCHS), IN THE YEARS WHEN THE ARABS ADVANCED".
THEN BAIAN-HIBIL SON OF BRIK-YAWAR WROTE "I PURIFIED MYSELF WHEN I GOT POSSESSION OF THESE MYSTERIES. AND I MYSELF TRAVELLED AROUND AND WENT ON FOOT TO NAZOREANS AND TOOK MANY DIWANSMASIQTA AND OIL-OF-UNCTION. I HAVE WRITTEN THEM HERE AND HAVE DISTRIBUTED THEM TO A HUNDRED NAZOREANS IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY HOLD TO AND BE STAUNCH TO THEM. FROM PLACE TO PLACE. AND NOWHERE DID I FIND "MYSTERIES" AS RELIABLE AS THESE MYSTERIES OF BAPTISM AND
"AND NOW, YE PRIESTS! HOLD AND ABIDE BY THIS END (PURPOSE), LIKE 'UTHRAS OF LIGHT WHO STOOD BY THESE MYSTERIES, ALL OF THEM, AND CONFIRM IT IN A COMMUNION TO WHICH YAWAR IS JOINED.
"AND ANY MAN WHO DOTH NOT CONFIRM THIS END (CONCLUSION) WE WILL AVOID AND NOT APPROACH HIM. HE MAY GO IN HIS CLOTHES AND ROLL IN HIS FILTH! HIS HABITATION WILL BE THE SUMQAQ WELL."
THEN THE WRITING OF RAM-ZIWA-BIHRAM SON OF BAIAN: -- "I HAVE LOOKED INTO THE DIWAN OF 'THE GREAT WELLSPRING' OF RAMUIA SON OF 'QAIMAT. ANY PERSON WHO WRITETH THE BOOK OF GADANA AND REMOVETH ANY OF THE INJUNCTIONS ASSIGNED AND WRITTEN THEREIN, THOU WILT PLACE IN CLOUDS OF DARKNESS. AND ANYONE WHO WRITETH A BOOK OF REJECTION, OR REMOVETH ANY OF THE INJUNCTIONS WRITTEN THEREIN SO THAT THEY ARE BROKEN, SHALL BE CURSED WITH A GREAT CURSE. FOR THIS IS THE CURSE WHICH THE FIRST LIFE UTTERED AND PRONOUNCED, "ANYONE WHO BECOMETH HOSTILE TO THE LIFE SHALL DIE THE SECOND DEATH OF AN ENEMY: HE WILL BELONG TO THE DARKNESS; HE WILL FALL AND FOR HIM THERE WILL BE NO UPRISING".
(BUT) THOSE WHO HAVE NOT REMOVED TRUST IN THE LIFE OR (CHANGED) ANY PART OF THAT WHICH THEY WROTE AND TAUGHT ABOUT IT, ANY INDIVIDUAL, HE AND HIS OPINION: AND HATH DELIVERED THEM FROM THEIR SINS .. MOREOVER, ANYONE WHO CUTS A COPY, OR EXTRACTS THEREFROM THE NAME OF ITS OWNER, SHALL BE CUT OFF (HIMSELF AND SENT) TO THE WATCH-HOUSES (PURGATORIES) OF THE PLANETS. AND AT THE GREAT JUDGEMENT HE WILL STAND UP, BUT ABATHUR WILL NOT TAKE HIS HAND IN KUSHTA.
LIFE IS VICTORIOUS OVER ALL WORKS AND VICTORIOUS IS YAWAR-ZIWA AND HIS HELPERS, HIS PEOPLE, HIS PRIESTS, AND HIS HOLDING (PARTISANS).
AND LIFE AND ALL ITS WORKS ARE VICTORIOUS.
[bookmark: Hymns_of_Praise]HYMNS OF PRAISE
CHAPTER 75
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE! MAY THERE BE HEALING, VICTORY, STRENGHT, SOUNDNESS, SPEECH AND HEARING FOR ME, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUS, FROM THE LIFE!
WE HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED AND PRAISES (ARE DUE) TO THE MIGHTY SUBLIME FIRST LIFE, THE INEFFABLE WHICH IS OVER ALL WORKS. (I COME), BRINGING (DEDICATING) MY HEAD AND MY MOUTH TO THE LIFE AND TO THE IMPLANTED WORD AND TO 'USAR-HIIA, THE GREAT SOLACE AND SUPPORT OF LIFE IN ORDER TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY, BLESS AND EXALT THEE. (YET) WHO SHALL PRAISE THEE 2), LIFE? AND WHO, LIFE, SHALL MAGNIFY THE GREATNESS OF THY VICTORIES? THOU ART LAUDED, THOU ART MAGNIFIED, THOU ART GLORIFIED AND THOU ART EXALTEDL (FOR LO) THOU ART COME, THOU CAMEST AND NONE BUT THEE CAME. AT THY RADIANCY THE RIDERS WERE AFRAID, AT THY LIGHT GATES AND KINGDOMS WERE TROUBLED. ON SEEING THEE THE JORDAN TURNED ABOUT, [HE WAVES OF THE SEA ROLLED BACK AND THE ISLANDS OF THE SEA WERE THROWN INTO CONFUSION, CHARIOTS WERE OVERTHROWN AND THEY FELL ON THEIR FACES. CEDARS OF LEBANON WERE RENT, MOUNTAINS SHOOK AND LEAPED LIKE STAGS.
THEY OPENED AND GAVE PRAISE. DOES IN THE DESERT SHED THEIR YOUNG UNTIMELY; THE HEIGHTS ARISE AND SPEAK IN (THY) HONOUR. THE EARTH TREMBLED AND WAS SHAKEN. JORDAN! WHOM DIDST THOU BEHOLD THAT THOU DIDST TURN BACK? WAVES OF THE SEA! WHEREFORE DID YE ROLL BACK? ISLES OF THE SEAL WHY WERE YE THROWN INTO CONFUSION? CHARIOTS! WHEREFORE DID YE OVERTURN AND FALL ON YOUR FACES? CEDARS OF LEBANON! WHY WERE YE RENT? MOUNTAINS! WHEREFORE WERE YE SHAKEN AND WHY DID YE LEAP LIKE STAGS?
(WHY) DID YE OPEN AND GIVE PRAISE?
DOES IN THE DESERT! ON ACCOUNT OF 'WHOM DID YE MISCARRY YOUR YOUNG?
HEIGHTS! IN WHOSE HONOUR DID YE ARISE AND SPEAK?
EARTH! WHOM DIDST THOU BEHOLD AND (AT WHAT) DIDST THOU TREMBLE?
"AT THE RADIANCE WHICH SURPASSETH ALL RADIANCE, AT THE LIGHT WHICH SURPASSETH ALL LIGHTS, AND AT THE GOOD BEING WHO CROSSED THE WORLDS AND CAME AND CLEFT THE FIRMAMENT AND REVEALED HIMSELF." WHEN THE LIFE GAZED (DOWN) AND LOOKED ON THE EARTH AND ITS GLORY ALIGHTED UPON THE ROOFS OF ITS BUILDING, (LO!) THEY WERE SITTING ON THRONES OF REBELLION. THEY GOT DOWN MEEKLY FROM THEIR THRONES AND FELL UPON THEIR FACES. IT ECLIPSED AND TOOK AWAY THE GLORY OF THE WORLDS AND GENERATIONS AND QUENCHED THE FLAMES OF THEIR LAMPS. IT SET THE EYES OF THE PLANETS IN THE DEPTHS OF THE EARTH AND IN THE LOWER GLOOMS OF DARKNESS. SPIRIT (RUHA) LIFTED UP HER VOICE, SHE CRIED ALOUD AND SAID, "MY FATHER, MY FATHER WHY DIDST THOU CREATE ME? MY GOD, MY GOD, MY ALLAH, WHY HAST THOU SET ME AFAR OFF AND CUT ME OFF AND LEFT ME IN THE DEPTHS OF THE EARTH AND IN THE NETHER GLOOMS OF DARKNESS SO THAT I HAVE NO STRENGTH TO RISE UP THITHER?" ALL AROSE, PRAYED AND PRAISED THE MAJESTY OF MIGHTY (LIFE) AND THEIR VOICES SANG TO THE GLORY THAT IS MIGHTY PRAISING THE RADIANCE WHICH SURPASSETH (ALL) RADIANCE AND THE LIGHT WHICH SURPASSETH (ALL) LIGHTS, AND THE GOOD BEING WHO CROSSED THE WORLDS, CAME, CLEFT THE FIRMAMENT AND REVEALED HIMSELF. HE SUNDERED LIGHT FROM DARKNESS AND SUNDERED GOOD FROM EVIL, HE SUNDERED LIFE FROM DEATH, AND HE BROUGHT OUT THOSE WHO LOVE HIS NAME OF TRUTH FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT AND FROM EVIL TO GOOD AND FROM DEATH TO LIFE AND SET THEM ON ROADS OF TRUTH AND FAITH. AND THOU HAST SPOKEN TO US WITH THY WORD AND HAST COMMANDED US WITH THY COMMANDMENT - "BE MY GLORY AND I WILL BE YOUR GLORY. BE MY LIGHT AND I WILL BE YOUR LIGHT. AND MY NAME SHALL BE IN YOUR MOUTHS AND I WILL BE WITH YOU". THOU ART HE WHO OVERTHROWEST (FALSE) GODS IN THEIR HIGH-PLACES AND BRINGEST REPROACH ON THE DIVINITY OF (FALSE) DEITIES.
THEY WERE BROKEN DOWN BY SHAME ON THEIR WAY AND DEEP IGNOMINY BEFELL THEIR TEMPLES AND FETTERED THEIR MIGHT.
GREAT IS THE SPLENDOUR IN WHICH MANDA-D-HIIA IS ARRAYED! BLEST IS THAT DAY OF LIGHT, PRAISED IS THAT DAWN ON WHICH THOU DIDST TRAVEL AND COME FROM WORLDS OF LIGHT! (THAT DAY) IS NOT RECKONED IN A COUNT OF DAYS. NOR IN A RECKONING OF MONTHS; EXCEPT THAT DAY ON WHICH THOU WAST REVEALED FROM WORLDS OF LIGHT. WE WILL REVEAL TO THEM, THAT DAY ON WHICH THOU WAST REVEALED, TO ALL WHO LOVE THY NAME OF TRUTH (KUSTA).
WE OFFER UP OUR COMMEMORATION, OUR PETITION, OUR PRAYER, OUR SUBMISSION, OUR TABUTA AND OUR FAITH IN THY PRESENCE, (O) 'USAR-HIIA, DELIGHT AND GREAT SUPPORT OF LIFE. WERE WE TO STAND AND PRAISE THEE, THY NAME, THY TITLE AND THY GOODNESS SEVEN TIMES A DAY, MY LORD, WHO COULD PRAISE THEE, LIFE, OR MAGNIFY (WORTHILY) THE GREATNESS OF THY VICTORIES? CAN THE STINKING BODY PRAISE THEE? OR THE VAIN TONGUE? WERE OUR MOUTH LIKE THE SEA, OUR LIPS LIKE ITS WAVES AND OUR TONGUE LIKE CLEFT MOUNTAINS, THEN MIGHT WE PRAISE THEE, MAGNIFY THEE, HONOUR THEE AND BLESS THEE!
THOU KNOWETH HIM WHO FEARETH THEE WITH HIS HEART AND HIM WHO CONFESSETH THEE WITH HIS LIPS. WITH A PURE, MOUTH BE THOU BLESSED AND LAUDED WITH A TONGUE OF PRAISE. SUPPORTERS WHO DO NOT WAVER, INTERPRETATIONS OF TRUTH (KUSTA) WHICH VARY NOT PRAISE THEE. SONS OF PERFECTION BESIDE THEE, (AN) ENDLESS, COUNTLESS AND EVERLASTING (COMPANY), ALL SHINING WITH RECIPROCAL RADIANCE, PRAISE THEE, FOR AMONGST THEM ALL HATRED, ENVY AND DISSENSIONS EXIST NOT. THE PLACE WHICH IS ALL PORTALS OF RADIANCE, LIGHT AND GLORY PRAISETH THEE. THE ANCIENT, LOFTY, OCCULT AND WATCHFUL ONE, ABATHUR, WHO SITTETH ACCORDING TO HIS RANK, LIKE THE LIFE, PRAISETH THEE, THE 'UTHRA PTHAHIL PRAISETH THEE AND SAITH TO THEE, "BLESSED ART THOU, MY LORD, MANDA-D-HIIA AND PRAISED. AND BLESSED IS THE PLACE FROM WHICH THOU CAMEST: PRAISED, MAGNIFIED AND HONOURED IS THE GREAT PLACE FROM WHICH THOU CAMEST. AND PRAISED, MAGNIFIED AND HONOURED IS THE GREAT PLACE TO WHICH THOU GOEST." ELECT RIGHTEOUS (MEN) FROM LOWER SANCTUARIES II PRAISE THEE; FOR THY KNOWLEDGE, THY WISDOM, THINE UNDERSTANDING AND THY GOODNESS DO THEY PRAISE THEE.
THOU HAST COME! THOU COMEST AND ART READY TO REVEAL THYSELF. THOU ART IMMEASURABLE, INFINITE AND EVERLASTING. THOU ART THE FATHER, THOU ART THE BROTHER, THOU ART THE SON; THOU ART THE SOURCE, THOU ART THE GREAT ROOT OF LIFE; THOU ART THE FIRST, THOU ART THE LAST, THOU ART THE FUTURE, FOR THOU PREPAREST THYSELF TO COME AND DIDST DEPART IN ORDER TO REVEAL THYSELF. PUT FAR FROM US THY WRATH AND BRING NEAR THY MERCY. TURN BACK, PUSH BACK, REMOVE AND MAKE IMPOTENT ANGELS OF WRATH, FROST AND HAIL FROM MY LAND AND MY HOUSE - MINE, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUS - IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE AND AT A TURN OF THE WHEELS, (LET) OUR PETITION, OUR PRAYER AND OUR SUBMISSION RISE UP BEFORE THEE, MANDA-D-HIIA! THAT WHICH WE HAVE DONE FORGIVE US, AND THAT WHICH WE DO, FORGIVE US, (FOR) THOU, (O) MANDA-D-HIIA ART A FORGIVER OF SINS, TRESPASSES, FOLLIES, STUMBLINGS AND MISTAKES. IF THOU, (O) MANDA-D-HIIA, DIDST NOT FORGIVE OUR SINS, OUR TRESPASSES, FOLLIES, STUMBLINGS AND MISTAKES, WHO WOULD STAND GUILTLESS BEFORE THEE, MANDA-D-HIIA? SLAVES ARE WE, WHO ARE ALL SIN AND THOU THE LORD WHO ART ALL MERCY. BEFORE THEE, ALL HANDS ARE THIEVING AND ALL LIPS LYING; IN THINE EYES, MANDA-D-HIIA (EVEN) JORDAN-WATERS ARE NOT CLEANSING.
(SET FOR) RIGHTEOUS AND BELIEVING PEOPLE. CAUSING OUR SPIRIT AND SOULS TO DWELL IN ABODES OF LIFE ACCORDING TO THE PURPOSE OF THE LIFE AND THE WILL OF THE THREE 'UTHRAS. AND ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF MANDA-D-HIIA SUBLIMEST OF BEINGS, AND ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE FOUR BEINGS, SONS OF SALVATION. IN THY PRESENCE THERE WILL BE RESTORATION FOR OUR SPIRIT AND OUR SOULS. THOU WILT CLOTHE US WITH THY RADIANCE AND COVER US WITH THY LIGHT AND WILL STAND US BEFORE THEE WITH THE INNOCENT AND NOT WITH THE GUILTY; WITH THE RICHLY-ENDOWED AND NOT WITH THE LACKING. KNOWLEDGE OF LIFE IS THY NAME, TRUTH IS THY NAME. PURE IS THY NAME, MAGNIFIED IS THY NAME, HONOURED IS THY NAME, BLESSED IS THY NAME AND ABIDING IS THY NAME. VICTORIOUS ART THOU AND VICTORIOUS IS THY NAME. VICTORIOUS ARE THE WVORDS OF TRUTH WHICH PROCEED FROM THY MOUTH OVER ALL DEEDS. MAKE VICTORIOUS AND ESTABLISH THIS MY SOUL (THE SOUL OF) ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUS. AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS OVER ALL WORKS.
CHAPTER 76
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE! PRAISES TO THE OUTER LIFE
WHOM YE CAUSED TO DWELL WITHOUT (BEYOND), THE ABODE THAT HATH LIMIT. FOR YOUR EYES ARE OPEN TO (DISCERN) YOUR OWN, YOUR EARS HEARKEN AT YOUR PLACE. PRAISES TO THAT ONE GREAT NAME OF LIFE WHICH IS ABOVE ALL NAMES. ITS NAME RESTETH ON THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT, ON THE EVERLASTING ABODE AND ON THE CITY OF 'UTHRAS, AND ON THE BEAM WHO WAS GREATER THAN ALL BEAMS, WITH WHOSE FIGHT ALL BEAMS SHINE AND BY WHOM ALL SOULS ARE JUSTIFIED;
WHO ESTABLISHETH OUR STRENGTH AND CUTTETH US NOT OFF FROM THE HOUSE OF OUR TRUST; WHO RESTORETH OUR SOULS AT THE HOUSE OF RANSOM ON THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT, AND PERFECTETH OUR SOULS ON THE GREAT DAY OF JOY. PRAISES (BE) TO ONE WHO IS ALL THE 'UTHRAS, AND TO ONE WHO IS ALL PRAYERS, AND TO THE PREDESTINED ONE WHO CAME AND REMAINED FOR OUR COMMEMORATION AND WHO WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE PRESENCE OF OUTER LIFE. (ONE) ON WHOSE MOUTH LIFE RESTED AND WHOSE PRAISE WAS ESTABLISHED WITHOUT. PRAISES, PRAISES TO THE ANCIENT, THE FIRST, TO THE SON OF THE GREAT PRIMAL LIFE WHOM LIFE CALLED, PREPARED, ARMED AND SENT HIM FORTH TO THE GENERATIONS. (LO) THOU CAMEST AND DIDST OPEN A DOOR, THOU DIDST LEVEL A ROAD AND TREAD OUT A PATH, DIDST SET UP A BOUNDARY-STONE AND DIDST KNIT TOGETHER A COMMUNITY. THOU WAST HELPER, SAVIOR AND GUIDE TO THE FATHER OF THE GREAT FAMILY OF LIFE, AND DIDST KNIT IT TOGETHER IN A COMMUNION OF LIFE, DIDST BUILD IT INTO A GREAT BUILDING OF SOUND CONSTRUCTION AND DIDST BRING IT FORTH TO THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE.
O CALLERS WHOM I HAVE SUMMONED! O NOURISHERS WHOM I HAVE NOURISHED! O BUILDERS WHOM I HAVE RAISED UP AND BROUGHT OUT FROM AMONGST THE PEOPLES, NATIONS AND TONGUES! BEHOLD, HERE I STAND! BEHOLD, HERE I DWELL! WORLDS AGAINST WHOM I GUARD MYSELF THOUGH YOUR WORDS ARE NOT FAR FROM MY FACE, IF YE TAKE MOUNTAINS (OF FOOD) AS YOUR VIATICUM FOR EATING,
THEY WILL NOT SATISFY (LIT. "COMPLETE") YOU. IF YE TAKE SEAS FOR YOUR DRINKING THEY WILL NOT MAKE YOU PERFECT (CONTENT YOU). (BUT) IF WITH PERFECTIONS YE STAND BEFORE THE OUTER LIFE AND BEFORE THE ETERNAL ABODE, I WILL COUNT YOUR NUMBER, AND YOUR RECKONING SHALL BE RECKONED. BETIMES I WILL COME AND WILL FLY AND WILL REACH THE SONS OF MY NAME, THE SONS OF MY SIGN, AND THE SONS OF THE GREAT FAMILY OF LIFE. I WILL BIND YOU TOGETHER INTO THE BUNDLE OF LIFE AND I WILL BUILD YOU INTO A GREAT BUILDING OF TRUTH AND WILL BRING YOU FORTH TO THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND TO THE EVERLASTING ABODE.
IF THERE IS NO HATRED, RANCOUR, OR DISSENSION AMONGST YOU THE HAND OF THE UNBARTABLAS (CUSTOMS-OFFICERS?) WILL NOT SEARCH AMONGST YOUR GARMENTS; YE WILL NOT PASS OVER THE BRIDGE NOR WALK IN A NARROW STREET; YE WILL NOT STAND BEFORE THE JUDGE NOR LOOK ON THE COUNTENANCE OF THE ADVERSARY-AT-LAW; NOR WILL YE SEE AN AVERTED FACE. THE CHIEF CUSTOMS-OFFICER WILL NOT QUESTION YOU.
YE WILL GO FORTH: YE WILL BEHOLD THE PERFECTER OF SOULS, ONE WHO SETTETH ON PATHS OF SURETY HIS FRIENDS THAT ARE MADE PERFECT, A GREAT COMRADE OF THE FAITHFUL, ONE OF THE GREAT BAND OF SOULS, WHO WILL COME OUT TOWARD YOU AND CLOTHE YOUR SOULS IN A GARMENT OF RADIANCE
AND IN GOOD PURE VESTMENTS OF LIGHT WHICH HE WILL BRING YOU FROM THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE. HE WILL BRING OUT TOWARD YOUR WREATHS, A WREATH OF VICTORIES. AND EVERY LEAF OF YOUR WREATHS WILL (WEIGH) ONE THOUSAND AND EIGHTY MITHQALS. ITS BRILLIANCY WILL EXCEED THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE SUN AND ITS LIGHT OUTSHINES THE LIGHT OF THE MOON. YE WILL RECEIVE YOUR VESTURE AND WILL RECEIVE YOUR WREATHS IN THE PRESENCE OF THE GREAT (LIFE). YE WILL BE GREAT, AND CALLED 'UTHRAS AMONGST THE 'UTHRAS. YE WILL OPEN YOUR EYES AND BEHOLD YOUR JUDGE. BETIMES WILL THE DAYSPRING DAWN UPON YOU, IN STRENGTH YE WILL ARISE AND BEHOLD THE OUTER ETHER AND THE GREAT BEAM WHO IS ALL LIGHT, WHO WAS SET UP BEFORE THE GREAT LIFE: HE WHOM LIFE CREATED, PREPARED AND SENT FORTH TO THE AGES AND TO THE WORLDS. AND EVERY MAN WHO GIVETH OBLATION; AND TOOK PART IN THE COMMUNION FROM BEGINNING TO END. THEY WILL MAKE AS PERFECT AS THE MAMAS, LIKE RAYS OF LIGHT HE WILL BE MADE TO SHINE ON THE DAY OF DELIVERANCE, ON THE DAY OF REDEMPTION, THE GREAT DAY OF JOY; SO THAT HIS RIGHTEOUS ACT STRETCHETH ONWARD. IT WILL PRECEDE YOU AND WILL UPLIFT, SHOWING YOU THE OUTER ETHER AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE, THE PLACE WHICH IS ANCIENT, (OF) PRIMAL BEINGS, AND SONS OF THE GREAT FAMILY OF LIFE. THEY EAT OF THAT WHICH IS IMPERISHABLE AND DRINK THAT WHICH IS NOT WINE, EATING WELL AND ASKING SOLACE. AND AN 'UTHRA OF LIFE COMETH AND RESTETH UPON THEM DAY BY DAY AND HOUR BY HOUR PRAISES (BE) TO THE FAME OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND TO THE EXISTENCE OF CHOSEN ELECT (MEN), AND TO THE UNEARTHLY BEING WHO STANDETH WITHOUT, WHOSE EYES ARE OPEN AND FIXED UPON THOSE WHO LOVE HIS NAME OF TRUTH (KUSTA) - THOU ART HE, MANDA-D-HIIA! FOR THOU KNOWEST ABOUT THAT IN WHICH THE PERFECT MAN IS MADE PERFECT, AND ABOUT THE VIRTUOUS MAN, IN WHAT HIS VIRTUE CONSISTETH . AND THE LIE, OF WHAT DOTH IT CONSISTS. NOT A WORD ISSUETH FROM THE MOUTH OF A PERFECT MAN BUT THOU KNOWEST IT, HAST UNDERSTOOD AND EXPECTED IT IN THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE. 'THE MOUNTAIN DOTH NOT BOAST ITS STRENGTH, NOR A HERO HIS DOUGHTY DEEDS, NOR DOTH A BOWMAN VAUNTS HIS BOW, NOR THE PHYSICIAN HIS DRUGS, NOR THE RIGHTEOUS AND SAGE MAN THE UTTERANCE OF HIS MOUTH. NOT SO: IT IS AN 'UTHRA OF LIFE WHICH COMETH AND RESTETH UPON THY DEVOTEES. AND THOSE WHO SEEK FROM HIM SHALL FIND, AND TO THOSE WHO ASK OF HIM
IT WILL BE GIVEN. DAY BY DAY, HOUR BY HOUR, BEHOLD US WHO STAND IN THY NAME AND ARE UPHELD BY (CALLING ON) THY NAME. WE HOLD TO THY LEADER OF THE GREAT COMPANY OF TRUTH WE HAVE HELD STAUNCH BECAUSE OF THY VICTORIES. HUMILIATE US NOT; CAST US NOT INTO THE HANDS OF TORMENTORS, LIARS, HYPOCRITES AND THE CENSORIOUS. LET NOT TORTURERS STRIKE US NOR CONDEMNERS DAMN OUR SOULS! THE GOOD WILL SEE AND WILL BE FOUND READY, (BUT) THE WICKED WILL BE DISCOMFITED AND THE CHILDREN OF THE WORLD BE SHAMED
PERFECTED (SOULS) WILL SEE THAT THE LIFE EXISTETH, AND WILL DIRECT THEIR GAZE TO THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE.
THOU, MANDA-D-HIIA, CALLEST THE CALLER, NOURISHEST THE NOURISHER, BUILDEST THE BUILDER,
EXALTEST HORNS, ENLARGEST FOOTSTEPS AND SETTEST UP A ROAD, AND DOST KNIT TOGETHER IN COMMUNION.
THOU ART HE WHO CONSTRUCTETH, AND WHO TAKEST OUT FROM AMONGST THE PEOPLES, NATIONS AND TONGUES EVERY MAN WHO IS SUMMONED, WORTHY AND INVITED. TO EVERY MAN WHOSE TERM OF LIFE IS OVER THOU WILT BE A HELPER, SAVIOUR AND GUIDE TO THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND TO THE EVERLASTING ABODE. AS TO ONE WHOSE TERM IS INCOMPLETE AND HE STANDETH (LIVETH) IN THE BODY, (ABLE) TO OPEN HIS MOUTH, LIFT UP HIS VOICE, PRAY HIS PRAYERS AND TO OFFER UP HIS PRAISE, AND WHOSE FEET CAN WALK TO MY HOUSE, THINE 'UTHRA SHALL COME AND SHALL REST UPON HIM, THY FRIEND.
DIFFUSE THY LIGHT OVER ALL WHO LOVE THY NAME OF TRUTH (KUSTA). THOU HAST SPOKEN WITH THY WORD AND HAST COMMANDED US WITH THY COMMANDMENT, "OVER YOUR WORDS MY WORD HATH PRECEDENCE: AND AT THE RAISING OF YOUR RIGHT HANDS (TOWARDS ME?) MY RIGHT HAND WILL BE LIFTED TOWARDS YOU. YE WILL CALL, AND I WILL ANSWER YOU QUICKLY. YE WILL SEEK MY HAND AND I WILL NOT WITHHOLD IT (FROM) YOUR HANDS".
WE WILL PRAY WITH THEE THE 'UTHRAS' PRAYER AND ASK OF THEE, OF THE GREAT (LIFE), A PETITION FOR OURSELVES, FOR OUR FRIENDS, FOR OUR FRIENDS' FRIENDS AND FOR THOSE WHO LOVE THE GREAT FAMILY OF LIFE, FOR THE WHOLE NASIRUTA OF LIFE, FULFILLED AND DISSEMINATED ON EARTH. THOU WILT BRING US SOME OF THY RADIANCE, THOU WILT LEND US SOME OF THY LIGHT. WE WILL ENTER INTO THY RADIANCE WILL GO FORTH IN THY LIGHT, WILL RISE IN THY NAME AND BE KEPT RIGHT BY THY NATURE. TRUTH IS THY NAME, KNOWLEDGE OF LIFE IS THY NAME, PRECIOUS IS THY NAME, MAGNIFIED IS THY NAME, VICTORIOUS IS THY NAME, VICTORIOUS ARE THE WORDS OF TRUTH WVHICH ISSUE FROM THY MOUTH, AND VICTORIOUS ARE ALL THY DEEDS. AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS!
CHAPTER 77
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
THEE (O) LIFE, (IS IT MEET) TO PRAISE, TO HONOUR, TO MAGNIFY AND TO BLESS; FIRST LIFE, SECOND LIFE & THIRD LIFE, YUFIN-YUFAFIN AND SAM-MANA-SMIRA & THE VINE WHICH IS ALL-LIFE & THE GREAT TREE WHICH IS ALL HEALINGS.
(MEET IS IT) TO PRAISE, HONOUR AND MAGNIFY AND TO BLESS 'USAR-HAI AND PTA-HAI WHO OPEN (REVEAL) THE PIHTA OF LIFE AND TRANSPLANT A PLANTING OF LIGHT, AND INSTAL THE FIRST COUNTERPART IN THE HOUSE OF LIFE.
(MEET IS IT) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS NBAT 'THE FIRST GREAT BURSTING-FORTH (EMANATION), THE EXIGENCE OF LIFE IN ITS NATURE. (MEET IS IT) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS THE LORD OF GREAT FRUITION. THE GREAT AND HIGH BEING WHO WAS FRUITFUL, BEGETTETH AND PRODUCETH GREAT FRUIT FOR HIMSELF.
(MEET IS IT) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS YUKABAR-ZIWA, WHO INCREASED IN HIS BRILLIANCY AND WAS GREAT IN HIS LIGHT. (MEET IS IT) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS YUZATAQ-MANDA-D-HIIA, THE LIFE WHICH PROCEEDED FROM LIFE, THE TRUTH (KUSTA) THAT WAS AFORETIME, IN THE BEGINNING; WHO WAS MIGHTIER IN HIS RADIANCE THAN THE WORLDS OF LIGHT.
(MEET IS IT) TO PRAISE, HONOR, MAGNIFY & BLESS HAS, THE STEM OF SPLENDOR, RADIANCE, LIGHT AND HONOR WHOSE BRANCHES ARE A THOUSAND THOUSAND & ITS TENDRILS A MYRIAD MYRIAD. WELL IS IT FOR HIM WHO HATH LOOKED ON THAT TREE! BIHRAM, WHO SAW IT, LIVED, SHONE, WAS CURED & ESTABLISHED & HIS NAME HATH NOT DIED.
(MEET IS IT) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS SANASIE, WHO STANDETH AT THE GATE OF LIFE AND PRAYETH FOR SPIRITS AND SOULS. HE INTERPRETETH SILENCE, INSPIRETH HOPE AND TAKETH IN KEEPING IN THE WORLD OF LIGHT THE PRAYERS OF PIOUS AND BELIEVING PEOPLE. (MEET IS IT) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS HAIASUM-KUSTA, MESSENGER OF LIFE, THE WORD OF THE FIRST CHOSEN ELECT (MEN). HE CROSSED THE WORLDS, CAME, PIERCED THE FIRMAMENT AND REVEALED HIMSELF.
(MEET IS IT) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS BHAQ-ZIWA, WHO IS CALLED "HE ACTED AND SUCCEEDED IN HIS SKINTA. (MEET IS IT) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS YUKAS’AR, SOURCE OF RADIANCE WHO BESTOWETH RADIANCE AND DISPLAYETH HIS FIGHT.
(MEET IS IT) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS BIRIAWIS, THE STRONG SOURCE (KANA), THE KANA TOOK THOUGHT SO THAT ITS RADIANCE INCREASED. (MEET IS IT) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS AYAR, THE PURE VINE WHICH ABIDETH IN THE GREAT AND LOFTY TREASURE-HOUSE OF LIGHT.
(MEET IT IS) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS THE PURE YUSAMIN WHO RESTETH UPON THE TREASURES OF THE WATERS AND UPON MIGHTY WELLSPRINGS OF LIGHT.
(MEET IS IT) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS THE 'UTHRA TAURIEL, THE BEING WHO RESTETH BY THE PASTURES OF THE WATER. WHEN A FRAGMENT FROM THE LITTLE FINGER OF HIS RIGHT HAND FELL (OFF?) THERE WAS CONSTERNATION ON EARTH, AND VEXATION (?) IN THE WORLD OF FALSEHOOD.
(MEET IS IT) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS ADATAN AND YADATAN, WHO STAND AT THE GATE OF LIFE AND PRAISE AND EXTOL LIFE, AND PRAY FOR THE SPIRITS AND SOULS OF RIGHTEOUS AND BELIEVING PEOPLE IN THE PLACE OF LIFE.
(MEET IS IT) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS SILMAI AND NIDBAI, TWO 'UTHRAS DELEGATES OF MANDA-D-HIIA WHO ARE ACTIVE AND DO (THE WORK OF) THE LIFE. WITH KUSTA AND WITH THE TESTIMONY OF THE LIFE THEY IMMERSE LIVING, SHINING, BRIGHT AND WELL-DOING SOULS WHO GO IN SINCERITY TO THE JORDAN (AND ARE BAPTIZED) (BUT) NOT IN THE NAME OF GODS OR OF A MESSIAH! (IT IS MEET) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS SUM-HAI, RHUM-HAI, 'IN-HAI AND ZAMAR-HAI , FOUR BEINGS, SONS OF PERFECTION, WHO COME TOWARDS SINCERE AND BELIEVING PEOPLE, AND TAKE THEM OUT OF BONDS (TIED BY) THE HANDS OF THE WICKED AND FROM BENEATH THE CLAWS OF SCHEMING MEN; AND LIFT THEM UP TO THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND TO THE EVERLASTING ABODE. THEY KNIT THEM INTO THE BUNDLE OF LIFE AND BUILD THEM INTO A GREAT BUILDING OF SURE STRENGTH. (IT IS MEET) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS HIBIL, SITIL AND ANUS, SONS OF A STOCK WHICH IS LIVING, LIGHT-GIVING, VIGOROUS AND STURDY: BEINGS THAT CANNOT BE TAKEN BY THE SWORD NOR CONSUMED BY FLAMES OF FIRE; NOR SWEPT AWAY BY FLOODS OF WATER; NOR WILL THE THONGS OF THEIR SANDALS BE DIPPED IN THE WATER. THEY WERE JUDGED AND WERE JUSTIFIED; THEY SOUGHT AND THEY FOUND; THEY STROVE AND REACHED THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE.
(IT IS MEET) TO PRAISE, HONOUR, MAGNIFY AND BLESS SIHIUN, AND PARDUN, AND KANFUN, 'UTHRAS WHOSE NAMES, EACH ONE, ARE IN THE HOUSE OF LIFE; AND THE 'UTHRAS ADAM-KASIA, BIHRAM AND RAM WHOSE NAMES ARE EACH ONE IN THE HOUSE OF LIFE, (BUT) THEIR NATURE IS TWO TWO, (DUALISTIC?) AND THE NAMES OF RIGHTEOUS AND BELIEVING PEOPLE WILL BE ESTABLISHED IN THE PLACE OF LIGHT. THY NAME GIVETH OUT LIGHT, THY NAME IS ILLUSTRIOUS, THY NAME IS PLEASING AND THY NAME RAISETH UP. THY NAME IS VICTORIOUS AND VICTORIOUS ARE THE WORDS OF TRUTH WHICH ISSUE FROM THY MOUTH, (VICTORIOUS) OVER ALL WORKS. MAKE VICTORIOUS AND RAISE UP THIS MY SOUL, (THE SOUL OF) ADAM-YUHANA SUN OF MAHNUS! AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS OVER ALL WORKS.
I COPIED THESE THREE PRAYERS "WE HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED'', "PRAISES", AND "THEE (LIFE) " FOR MYSELF SO THAT THERE MAY BE COMMEMORATION FOR ME ON EARTH AND YONDER IN THE MIGHTY AND LOFTY WORLDS OF LIGHT. FUR MY HEART HATH TESTIFIED TO THE FIRST LIFE AND I ENDURE THE PERSECUTION OF THE WORLD FROM SUNS OF THE PLANETS. FOR ONE NAME - YAWAR - DO I STRIVE WITH A PIOUS AND BELIEVING HEART FUR THE LOVE OF PRECIOUS TRUTH.
MY WAITETH ON THE LIFE AND MINE EYES UPON MANDA-D-HIIA; FOR THEY WILL BE MY SUPPORT, MY DELIVERER AND SAVIOUR FROM THE PLACE OF DARKNESS TO THE PLACE OF LIGHT. I COPIED FOR MYSELF, POOR AND LOWLY A SLAVE WHO IS ALL SIN, DUST ON THE FEET OF NAZOREANS...ETC.
(THE REST OF THE COLOPHON, WHICH RESEMBLES THE FORMER COLOPHON, IS OMITTED)
[bookmark: The_Responses]THE RESPONSES
CHAPTER 78
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE! MAY MY THOUGHT, MY KNOWLEDGE AND MY UNDERSTANDING ENLIGHTEN ME, ADAM-YUHANA SUN OF MAHNUS, BY MEANS OF THESE RESPONSES AND HOMILIES FOR BAPTISM AND THE MASIQTA.
CHAPTER 79
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE! WHEN THE MYRTLE, THE MYRTLE, FLOURISHED IN THE GARDENS OF HIBIL; WHEN THE WILD MARJORAM GREW IN THE PRECINCTS OF THE MANDA, THEY GAVE ME TWO TWIGS OF MYRTLE FROM WHICH THEY TWISTED A WREATH FOR THE JORDAN. FOR IT IS WONDROUS AND FRAGRANT IS ITS PERFUME!
[RECITE THIS HYMN AND TWIST A WREATH OF MYRTLE FOR THY STAFF, THEN READ THE JORDAN-HYMN "HEAR ME MY FATHER, HEAR ME".]
CHAPTER 80
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
HEAR ME, MY FATHER, HEAR ME! DRAW ME UPWARD
(O) GREAT ONE, SON OF THE MIGHTY (LIFE),
OUR FATHER, SON OF THE LITE !
SILMAI AND NIDBAI, LORDS OF THE JORDAN, HEAR ME!
JORDAN, AND BOTH ITS BANKS, HEAR ME!
HEAR ME, HIBIL-ZIWA, WHOSE STRENGTH
RESTETH UPON HIS BRETHREN, THE 'UTHRAS!
HEAR ME, YAWAR-ZIWA, (THOU)
WHOSE CREATIONS REST ON (DEPEND UPON?) THE JORDAN!
HEAR ME, MANA-RBA-KABIRA 
AND RAISE THAT WHICH YE HAVE PLANTED!
HEAR ME, HEAR ME, HABLABA) AND KANA-D-ZIDQA ,
HEAR ME, HEAR ME, ABATHUR-RAMA, WHOSE STRENGTH
PRESIDETH OVER THE SCALES!
HEAR ME, GREAT BIHRAM! AND RAISE ME UP
YUZATAQ-MANDA-D-HIIA!
HEAR ME, (YE) SEVEN MYSTERIES WHICH RESIDE
IN THE GREAT WELLSPRING
HEAR ME, (YE) THREE WELLSPRINGS WHICH GIVE OUT
RADIANCE, LIGHT AND EFFULGENCE!
HEAR ME (YE) THREE MANAS
WHO REST UPON THE JORDAN WITH YOUR TREASURE!
HEAR ME, ANUS-'UTHRA,
WHOSE STRENGTH DWELLETH UPON MET
CHAPTER 81
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
HEAR ME, MY FATHER, HEAR ME!
AND DRAW ME UPWARD, GREAT SON OF THE MIGHTY (LIFE);
OUR FATHER, SON OF THE LIFE!
SILMAI AND NIDBAI, LORDS OF THE JORDAN, HEAR ME!
JORDAN AND ITS TWO BANKS, HEAR ME!
HABSABA AND KANA-D-ZIDQA HEAR ME!
HEAR ME, GREAT LIFE, FROM THE HEIGHT,
HEAR ME!
CHAPTER 82
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
AT THE FOUNTAIN-HEAD CAME I FORTH,
AT THE SOURCE OF SPRINGS OF LIFE WENT I HENCE.
THREE SKINTAS (SANCTUARIES) DID I FOUND
AND SET OVER THEM GUARDIANS AS RULERS.
THE GUARDIANS I APPOINTED TO RULE OVER THEM
ARE SUBLIME, BLESSED AND TRUSTY
TO THE UTTERMOST.
[REPEAT THIS HYMN WHEN THOU ART BAPTISING AND TAKEST UP THE MAMBUHA INTO THE PHIAL FROM THE JORDAN, AND RECITE THE PRAYER "AT THE FOUNTAIN-HEAD OF WATER CAME I FORTH" AND THEN RECITE "BLESSED ART THOU, OUTER DOOR".]
CHAPTER 83
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
HOW LOVELY ARE PLANTS WHICH THE JORDAN HATH PLANTED
AND RAISED UP! PURE FRUIT HAVE THEY BORNE
AND ON THEIR HEADS THEY SET LIVING WREATHS.
YAWAR-ZIWA REJOICETH IN THE GOOD PLANTS
WHICH THE JORDAN PLANTED AND RAISED.
THE PLANTS REJOICE AND FLOURISH
IN THE PERFUME OF MANDA-D-HIIA
WHICH BREATHETH UPON THEM.
CHAPTER 84
TRULY DID MY BAPTIZER BAPTIZE ME,
WELL DID MY BAPTIZER BAPTIZE ME,
TRULY DID MY BAPTIZER BAPTIZE ME
AND YOUR BAPTISM SHALL ATTAIN ITS END.
CHAPTER 85
SILMAI HATH BAPTIZED US WITH HIS BAPTISM, NIDBAI HATH SIGNED US WITH HIS PURE SIGN, THE GREAT ANUS-'UTHRA HATH PLACED LIVING WREATHS ON OUR HEADS.
CHAPTER 86
THE JORDAN IN WHICH WE HAVE BEEN IMMERSED SHALL BE OUR WITNESS THAT WE HAVE TURNED NOT AWAY FROM OUR SIGN, NOR HAVE ALTERED OUR PURE WORD. 
CHAPTER 87
I REJOICE IN MY PRIESTS AND IN NAZOREANS WHO HEARKEN TO MY CONVERSE. I REJOICE IN YOU, MY PRIESTS, FOR YE HAVE NOT CHANGED MY PURE WORD.
CHAPTER 88
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
MAY THE SUBLIME LIGHT BE MAGNIFIED!
RIGHTLY DO I SAY TO YOU, MY CHOSEN,
WHO WENT UP WITH ME TO THE JORDAN,
PERVERT AND CHANGE ME NOT, ALTER ME NOT BY HAND,
PERVERT NOT NOR ALIENATE ME,
MEN WHO HAVE HEARD THE VOICE OF LIFE!
HE WHO HEARETH THE VOICE OF LIFE
WILL BE EDIFIED, WILL BE BUILT UP,
BUILT UP AND ARMED. (SUCH A MAN'S) STRENGTH WILL BE DOUBLED.
MOREOVER, THOSE WHO LISTEN TO THE SPEECH OF THE LIFE
WILL BE GREATLY INCREASED,
WILL BE ENRICHED AND WILL NOT LACK.
INTO THE COMMUNION THAT IS GREAT WILL HE BE KNIT,
HE WILL ENTER THE COMMUNION THAT IS GREAT
SO THAT HE WILL BE UNITED (THEREWITH) AND WILL ARISE
AND WILL BEHOLD THE PLACE OF LIGHT.
AND LIFE IS RENOWNED AND VICTORIOUS,
AND VICTORIOUS THE MAN WHO WENT HENCE.
CHAPTER 89
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE THE GREAT LIGHT BE MAGNIFIED! TO YOU DO I CALL AND (YOU) DO I TEACH, MEN WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE SIGN. HEARKEN NOT TO THE TALK OF ALL PEOPLES AND GENERATIONS; LET NOT THEIR STUMBLING’S CAUSE YOU TO STUMBLE, STUMBLE NOT BECAUSE OF THEIR STUMBLING’S! BE NOT INTERROGATED AT THEIR TRIBUNALS, AT THEIR TRIBUNALS BE NOT INTERROGATED! CERTAINLY, HAVE YE HELD TO ESTABLISHED TRUTH, YE HAVE HELD TO THE CERTAINTY ABOUT WHICH I INSTRUCTED YOU. I CALL TO MY CHOSEN ONES SO THAT YE MAY NOT TURN YOUR THOUGHT AWAY FROM ME. BECAUSE ANY MAN WHO IS NOT STEADFAST (IN THOUGHT) WHOSE MIND IS TURNED AGAINST ME, WHOSE MIND IS TURNED FROM ME, GREAT AND NOT SMALL WILL BE HIS HURT. IF YE HAVE ATTAINED MY STRENGTH BEAR (ARMS FOR) ME! IF YE BEAR (ARMS FOR) ME FIRMLY STAND BY ME FROM BEGINNING TO END! BUT IT YE HAVE NOT ATTAINED MY STRENGTH (OR ARMY) GO FROM ME, AND APPROACH NOT! FOR HE THAT ENTERETH IT AND BEARETH (ARMS) FOR ME, HIS " GARMENT'' WILL BE ADJUSTED TO THE HOUSE OF PERFECTION. BUT HE THAT WEARETH IT AND DOTH NOT PERFECT IT WILL DIE AND HIS SPIRIT WILL EXTINGUISH, HE WILL DIE AND EXTINCT WILL BE HIS SPIRIT, HE WILL BECOME THE PORTION OF THE WORLD, THOU HAST CONQUERED, MANDA-D-HIIA, GOOD ONE, WHO CONFIRMEST THY FRIENDS! RENOWNED AND VICTORIOUS IS LIFE AND VICTORIOUS THE MAN WHO WENT HENCE,
CHAPTER 90
IN THE FLAME OF THE GREAT LIFE
THE SUBLIME LIGHT BE GLORIFIED!
A DISCIPLE  AM I, A NEW ONE;
FOR I WENT TO THE JORDAN-BANK
AND TOOK MY NAME ON MY HEAD
AND IN MY HEART I TOOK A SIGN,
MY SIGN IS NOT THAT OF FIRE,
NOR IS IT THAT WHEREWITH THE ANOINTED ONE 
MY SIGN IS A JORDAN OF LIVING WATER,
THE STRENGTH OF WHICH NONE CAN ATTAIN,
HE CHOSE ONE OUT OF A THOUSAND
AND FROM TWO THOUSAND HE CHOSE TWO,
MAKING TRADERS OF THEM 
WHO LABOR AND PLY THEIR TRADE ON EARTH.
AND THEY TRADE FOR FEE AND PIOUS GIFT,
AND SHINE MORE THAN SUN AND MOON.
I CAME TO THE CONGREGATION OF SOULS,
FOR THE LIFE SENT ME, SENT ME FORTH.
THERE WERE SOME WHO BOUGHT MY WARES,
THERE THOSE WHO CAME TO THEIR END  AND LAY DOWN .
THERE WERE THOSE WHO BOUGHT MY WARES.
THE EYES (OF SUCH A ONE) WERE FILLED WITH LIGHT,
FILLED WITH LIGHT WERE HIS EYES
(ON) BEHOLDING THE GREAT (ONE) IN THE HOUSE OF PERFECTION,
THERE WERE THOSE WHO DID NOT BUY MY WARES.
THEY WENT ON, REACHED THEIR END AND LAY DOWN.
'THEY WERE BLIND AND SAW NOT,
THEIR EARS WERE STOPPED AND THEY HEARD NOT
AND THEIR HEARTS WERE NOT AWAKENED
TO BEHOLD THE GREAT ONE IN THE HOUSE OF PERFECTION.
AS THEY CALLED THEM AND THEY ANSWERED NOT,
WHEN THEY CALL, WHO WILL ANSWER THEM?
BECAUSE IT WAS GIVEN TO THEM BUT THEY TOOK NOT,
WHO WILL GIVE TO THEM WHEN THEY ASK ?
THEY HATED THE WAY OF LIFE AND ITS ABODE
BUT LOVED THE ABODE OF THE WICKED.
AND LO! IN THE ABODE OF THE WICKED
WILL THEY BE HELD CAPTIVE.
THEY TIED UP THEIR TRIBUTE, THEIR MONEY 
IN A LAPPET  OF THEIR CLOTHES.
WHEN THEY WISH TO LIFT THEIR HEADS (HOLD THEIR HEADS HIGH)
THEY HURL THEM DOWN  TO THE GATES OF DARKNESS
TO MY CHOSEN DO I CALL, TO MY PLANTS WHO STAND BY THE JORDAN. I SAY TO THEM, "MY CHILDREN (WHO WALK) IN MY ROAD, MY CHILDREN (WHO FOLLOW) MY ROAD, SWERVE NOT FROM IT OR ITS BOUNDARY! LET HIM WHO DEVIATETH FROM ITS BOUNDARY CLING TO THE BOUNDARY-STONE. HE WHO HATH TURNED ASIDE FROM BOTH WILL FALL INTO THE UTTERMOST ENDS OF THE WORLD". THOU HOST CONQUERED, MANDA-D-HIIA, GOOD ONE, WHO CONFIRMETH HIS FRIENDS! THOU WILT FORGIVE US WHO PRAISE OUR LORD OUR SINS AND OUR TRESPASSES. RENOWNED AND VICTORIOUS IS LIFE AND VICTORIOUS THE MAN WHO HATH GONE HENCE. [UP TO HERE ARE THE HYMNS AND CHANTS OF BAPTISM; AND FROM HERE TO BELOW ARE THE HYMNS AND CHANTS OF THE MASIQTA.]
CHAPTER 91
MY VIGILANCE AND PRAISE GIVING
ARE MY FERRYMEN ACROSS (THE WATERS OF DEATH);
A TRANSFORMATION BROUGHT ME OVER,
A CLOUD OF LIGHT TOOK ME OVER.
IN PURITY SHALT THOU RISE TO THE PLACE OF LIGHT.
CHAPTER 92
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
GO IN PEACE, CHOSEN, PURE AND GUILTLESS ONE;
THOU ART WITHOUT SPOT.
THOU HAST PROVEN THYSELF BY (THY SOJOURN ON ) EARTH
AND THY DESTINY LEAPT UPWARD FROM ITS STRUGGLES 
FROM ITS STRUGGLES THY DESTINY LEAPT UPWARD.
ABOVE ALL THE WORLD THOU HAST SPOKEN.
CHOSEN AND PURE ONE (SAYING),
"I AM A SEER, A DIVINER;
A SEER AM I AND A DIVINER!"
THE WORLDS ASSEMBLED FOR JUDGEMENT, FOR JUDGEMENT THE WORLDS ASSEMBLED AND JUDGEMENT WAS PRONOUNCED ON THEM, ON THEM WAS JUDGEMENT PRONOUNCED, ON THOSE WHO DID NOT PERFORM THE WORKS OF RIGHT-DEALING MAN. BUT THOU ALONE, CHOSEN AND PURE ONE, FAIR MANA, THAT ART BURNISHED BRIGHT, THOU GOEST NOT TO THE JUDGEMENT HALL. JUDGEMENT WILL NOT BE PRONOUNCED OVER THEE, OVER THEE JUDGEMENT WILL NOT BE PRONOUNCED; BECAUSE THOU DIDST PERFORM THE WORKS OF RIGHT-DEALING MANKIND. THIS, THAT THEY ENDURE AND BEAR, THOU (O) CHOSEN ONE, WILT NOT FIND BEFORE THEE. ESCAPE THE CLUTCH OF THE PLANETS AND THE FORCES OF THIS WORLD! TAKE, PUT ON THY GARMENT OF RADIANCE, SET ON THY LIVING WREATH! BOW THYSELF! AND WORSHIP! PROSTRATE (THYSELF) AND PRAISE THE GREAT LIFE. PRAISE THE PLACE OF LIFE TO WHICH THY FATHERS GO. THOU (O) CHOSEN ONE, WAST NOT FROM HERE; FROM THIS PLACE THOU WAST NOT TRANSPLANTED THY PLANTING, THY PLACE WAS THE PLACE OF LIFE, THY HOME THE EVERLASTING ABODE. THEY HAVE SET UP FOR THEE A THRONE OF REST IN WHICH THERE IS NO HEAT OR WRATH. THERE IS KEPT FOR THEE A GIRDLE IN WHICH THERE IS NO TROUBLE OR FAULT. GOOD ONE! RISE TO THE HOUSE OF LIFE! AND GO TO THE EVERLASTING ABODE!
THEY WILL HANG THY LAMP AMONGST LAMPS OF LIGHT AND THEY WILL SHINE IN THY TIME, AND LIT THY MOMENT. ARISE! BEHOLD THE PLACE OF LIGHT! RENOWNED IS LIFE AND VICTORIOUS AND VICTORIOUS THE MAN WHO WENT THITHER.
CHAPTER 93
THE MANA REJOICETH IN ITS TREASURE
AND IN THE GLORY OF LIFE
WHICH RESTETH ON IT.
I HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED THEE
(O) ELECT RIGHTEOUS ONE,
FOR THOU SETTEST MY SOUL FREE
FROM TRANSITORY THINGS.
CHAPTER 94
HAIL TO THEE, HAIL TO THEE, SOUL
THAT HAST DEPARTED FROM THE WORLD!
THOU LEAVEST CORRUPTION AND THE STINKING  BODY
IN WHICH THOU HAST BEEN: (THOU LEANEST)
ITS ABODE, THE ABODE OF THE WICKED,
THE PLACE WHICH IS ALL SINNING,
THE WORLD OF DARKNESS,
OF HATRED, JEALOUSY AND DISSENSIONS,
THE ABODE IN WHICH THE PLANETS GO ABOUT,
BRINGING PAINS AND BLEMISHES,
PAINS THEY BRING, AND BLEMISHES,
EVERY DAY CAUSING THEM TRIBULATION.
RISE UP, RISE UP, SOUL!
ASCEND TO THY FIRST HOMELAND.
RISE, RISE TO THY FIRST HOMELAND,
THE PLACE FROM WHICH THOU WAST TRANSPLANTED,
TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH THOU WAST TRANSPLANTED,
TO THY GOOD DWELLING, (THE DWELLING) OF 'UTHRAS,
BESTIR THYSELF! DON THY GARMENT OF GLORY
AND SET ON THY LIVING WREATH.
RISE! INHABIT THE S'KINTAS AMONGST THE 'UTHRAS, THY BRETHREN. AS THOU HAST LEARNT, PRAISE THY FIRST HOME; AND CURSE THIS PLACE, THE HOUSE OF THY FOSTERING; FOR (DURING) THE YEARS THAT THOU DIDST SPEND THEREIN EVERY DAY THE SEVEN WERE THINE ENEMIES, THE SEVEN WERE THINE ENEMIES AND THE TWELVE BESET THEE WITH PERSECUTION. RENOWNED IS LIFE AND VICTORIOUS, AND VICTORIOUS THE MAN WHO HATH GONE THITHER.
CHAPTER 95
HER SUNDAY, HER KUS'TA AND HER ALMS
BEAR WITNESS FOR THE SOUL.
YE WILL BE HER WITNESSES
AND WILL PASS HER THROUGH AT THE TOLL-HOUSE.
CHAPTER 96
I AM PROVIDED AND PROVISIONED:
'UTHRAS OF LIGHT EQUIPPED ME.
I AM PROVISIONED; FOR LIFE PROVIDED FOR ME.
AND I AM EQUIPPED BY 'UTHRAS OF LIGHT.
THEY PROVIDED ME WITH PROVISION OF TRUTH (KI)
I LIFTED MINE EYES TO HEAVEN AND MY SOUL WAITED ON THE HOUSE OF LIFE. AND THE LIFE WHO HEARD MY CRY SENT TOWARD ME A DELIVERER. THE DELIVERER WHO CAME TO ME BROUGHT ME THAT WHICH WAS LOVELY; HE OPENED OUT A ROBE AND SHOWED ME ITS RADIANCE AND I CAST OFF THE STINKING BODY. HE GRASPED ME WITH THE PALM OF HIS RIGHT HAND AND LED ME OVER THE WATERS OF DEATH. OVER THE WATERS OF DEATH, HE BROUGHT ME AND LED ME ONWARD; IN THE LIKENESS OF LIFE HE SUPPORTED ME. LIFE SUPPORTED LIFE, LIFE FOUND ITS OWN. ITS OWN SELF DID LIFE FIND AND MY SOUL FOUND THAT FOR WHICH IT HAD LOOKED. RENOWNED IS LIFE AND VICTORIOUS AND VICTORIOUS THE MAN WHO WENT HENCE.
CHAPTER 97
HE ROSE AND TOOK ME WITH HIM AND DID NOT LEAVE ME IN THE PERISHABLE DWELLING.
CHAPTER 98
THE DAY ON WHICH THE SOUL GOETH FORTH,
ON THE DAY THAT THE PERFECTED ONE ASCENDETH,
ON THE DAY THAT THE SOUL ISSUETH FROM BELOW
THE SPHERES OF DEATH, OF CONTENTION ,
STRIFE WAS THROWN INTO THE EARTH.
RUHA'S SLAVES SIT  BEWAILING
AND THE SEVEN SIT IN CONSTERNATION.
THE ROBE OF THE STARS IS LENT
AND DUST IS CAST ON RUHA'S HEAD.
THE HELL-BEASTS  WEEP
AND THE DEMONS OF PURGATORIES ARE PANIC-STRICKEN.
THE BEING WHO BROUGHT ME HITHER,
WHO BROUGHT ME THAT WHICH WAS BEAUTIFUL,
PUT ON ME A ROBE, CLOTHED ME IN A ROBE OF RADIANCE,
IN A WRAPPING  OF LIGHT HE COVERED ME.
HE SET ON (MY HEAD) A WREATH OF ETHER
AND (GAVE ME) OF THAT WHICH LIFE BESTOWETH ON THE 'UTHRAS.
HE SET ME UP AMONGST 'UTHRAS
AND STOOD ME UP AMIDST THE PERFECTED (SOULS).
A WREATH OF ETHER HE SET ON MY HEAD,
AND GLORIOUSLY HE BROUGHT ME FORTH FROM THE WORLD.
LIFE SUPPORTED LIFE,
LIFE FOUND ITS OWN,
ITS OWN DID LIFE FIND,
AND MY SOUL FOUND THAT FOR WHICH IT HAD LOOKED.
RENOWNED IS LIFE AND VICTORIOUS,
AND VICTORIOUS THE MAN WHO WENT THITHER.
CHAPTER 99
YE ARE SET UP AND RAISED UP, MY CHOSEN ONES,
BY THE WORD AND CERTITUDE  THAT CAME TO YOU
THE WORD AND THE CERTITUDE THAT CAME TO THE GOOD,
THE TRUE WORD  WHICH CAME TO BELIEVERS.
MY CHOSEN, YE SOUGHT AND YE FOUND,
MOREOVER YE SHALL SEEK AND YE SHALL FIND.
YE SOUGHT AND FOUND, MY CHOSEN ONES,
AS THE FIRST (SOULS?) SOUGHT AND FOUND.
THOU ART VICTORIOUS, MANDA-D-HIIA.
AND THOU BRINGEST TO VICTORY ALL WHO LOVE THEE.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[HERE RECITE "BLESSED AND PRAISED IS LIFE, THAT SOULS".]
CHAPTER 100
IN A BUILDING WHICH LIFE BUILDETH,
GOOD TREES FLOURISH.
FRAGRANT IS THE PERFUME OF THE TREES
WITH THE PERFUME OF MANDA-D-HIIA
WHICH PERVADETH THEM.
[HERE RECITE "BLESSED AND PRAISED BE LIFE"
OF SHEM SON OF NOAH, AND "GOOD IS GOOD FOR THE GOOD".]
CHAPTER 101
THE LIFE HATH FOUNDED A DWELLING,
AND RADIANCE DAWNED
IN THE SUBLIME ETHER!
I AND MY BRETHREN, THE 'UTHRAS,
HAVE SET OUT EVERY GOOD THING,
HAVE SET OUT THE ALLOTTED PORTION OF THE GREAT (LIFE):
WE HAVE OFFERED IT UP IN PURITY TO THE PLACE OF LIGHT.
CHAPTER 102
THE BUILDING THAT LIFE BUILDETH WILL NEVER COME TO NAUGHT. [REPEAT THIS HYMN AFTER THOU HAST PARTAKEN OF THE COMMUNION AND THEN SAY "DARKNESS IS CRUSHED BACK INTO THE DARK AND LIGHT SET UP IN ITS PLACE".]
CHAPTER 103
DARKNESS IS CRUSHED BACK INTO THE DARK
AND LIGHT IS SET UP IN ITS PLACE.
THE LIFE HATH ACCEPTED YOUR PRAYER,
THE 'UTHRAS HAVE ACCEPTED YOUR PRAISE
THE OBLATION IS ASSIGNED TO ITS LORD,
AND BOUNTY TO HIM WHO GIVETH IT.
THIS SOUL TO N, AND THE SOULS OF THIS MASIQTA  REST AT THE
GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
[HERE RECITE "IN GREAT RADIANCE AM I IMMERSED" AND LIFT THY HAND FOR THE MASIQTA AND PRAY A PRAYER FOR THYSELF. AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.]
[bookmark: The_Rus'_hma_]THE RUS' HMA
CHAPTER 104
MY LORD BE PRAISED!
MAY KUL (A STRENGTHEN YOU! IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE
MAY HEALING AND PURITY BE THINE!
0 MY FATHER, THEIR FATHER, KING PIRIAWIS,
GREAT JORDAN OF LIVING WATER,
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE
WE HAVE CLEANSED OUR HANDS IN TRUTH (KU JA)
AND OUR LIPS WITH FAITH;
WE HAVE UTTERED WORDS OF RADIANCE.

MY MIND IS ABSORBED IN (THOUGHTS OF) LIGHT. BLESSED IS THY NAME, PRAISED IS THY NAME MY LORD, MANDA-D-HIIA, AND BLESSED AND PRAISED IS THAT GREAT COUNTENANCE (PRESENCE) OF GLORY WHICH EMANATED FROM ITSELF. (THREE TIMES.) I, N, SON OF N (OR DAUGHTER OF N.), AM SIGNED WITH THE SIGN OF LIFE AND THE NAME OF LIFE AND THE NAME OF MANDA-D-HIIA WERE PRONOUNCED ON ME. (THREE TIMES) MY EARS HAVE HEARD THE VOICE OF LIFE. (THREE TIMES) MY NOSTRILS HAVE BREATHED THE PERFUME OF LIFE. (THREE TIMES) MY SIGN, THAT IS ON ME, WAS NOT IN FIRE, AND NOT IN OIL, AND NOT THAT WHEREWITH THE ANOINTED ONE ANOINTED.
MY SIGN IS IN THE GREAT JORDAN OF LIVING WATER AND THE SIGN AND NAME OF MANDA-D-HIIA IS MENTIONED UPON ME. DARKNESS IS CRUSHED DOWN, AND LIGHT SET UP AND THE NAME OF MANDA-D-HIIA IS MENTIONED UPON ME. (THREE TIMES) MY MOUTH WAS FILLED WITH PRAYER AND PRAISE. (THREE TIMES) MY KNEES BLESS AND WORSHIP THE GREAT LIFE. (THREE TIMES) MY FEET TREAD THE WAYS OF TRUTH (KUS'TA) AND FAITH. (THREE TIMES) I, N, SON OF N., AM BAPTISED WITH THE BAPTISM OF THE GREAT BIHRAM, SON TO THE MIGHTY (LIFE) MY BAPTISM SHALL GUARD ME AND WILL SUCCEED. AND THE NAME OF LIFE AND THE NAME OF MANDA-D-HIIA ARE MENTIONED UPON ME.
(THREE TIMES)
MY FEET - AND THE HANDS OF THE SEVEN AND THE TWELVE SHALL BE POWERLESS TO RULE ME. THE NAME OF THE LIFE AND THE NAME OF MANDA-D-HIIA ARE MENTIONED UPON ME.
[bookmark: Asiet_Malkia]ASIET MALKIA
CHAPTER 105
KUS'TA HEAL YOU! IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE! HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE, O GREAT GATE OF THE PRECIOUS HOUSE OF MERCIES! HEALING AND VICTORY BE YOURS; MY HONOURED FIRST PARENTS HEALING AND VICTORY BE YOURS; TREASURE OF THE GREAT FIRST HONOURED LIFE. HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING MARA-D-RABUTHA-'LAITA HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING YUS'AMIN THE PURE, SON OF NIS'IBTUN HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING MANDA-D-HIIA, SON OF NIS'IBTUN, HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING HIBIL-ZIWA HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING ANUS'-'UTHRA HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING S'IS'LAM-RBA HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING 'SHAQ-ZIWA-RBA-QADMAIA HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING SAM-ZIWA, PURE, ELDEST, BELOVED, GREAT, FIRST RADIANCE HEALING AND VICTORY BE YOURS, HIBIL, S'ITIL AND ANUS', HEALING AND VICTORY BE YOURS ADATAN AND YADATAN, HEALING AND VICTORY BE YOURS
S'ILMAY AND NIDVAY, (YE) TWO GUARDIAN 'UTHRAS OF THE JORDAN, HEALING AND VICTORY BE YOURS; (YE) TWENTY-FOUR 'UTHRAS, SONS OF LIGHT, HEALING AND VICTORY BE YOURS; (YE) FOUR BEINGS, SONS OF SALUTATION, HEALING AND VICTORY BE YOURS; NJAB AND ANAN-NS'AB , HEALING AND VICTORY BE YOURS; SAR AND SARWAN, HEALING AND VICTORY BE YOURS; ZHIR AND ZAHRUN AND BHIR AND BIHRUN, AND TAR AND TARWAN HEALING AND VICTORY BE YOURS; YUFIN (AND ?) YUFAFIN, HEALING AND VICTORY BE YOURS; HABS'ABA AND KANA-D-ZIDQA, HEALING AND VICTORY BE YOURS; KING BAIBAG-'UTHRA, HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING S'INGILAN-'UTHRA, HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; SIMAT-HIIA, HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; GREAT 'ZLAT , HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; S'ARAT-NIT'UFTA , HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KANAT-NIT'UFTA, HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; BIHRAT-ANANA, HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING ABATHUR-RAMA , HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING 'US' T'UNA-RBA ,
HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING ABATHUR-MUZANIA, HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING PTHAHIL, SON OF ZAHRIEL , HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING YAHIA-YUHANA, HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING ADAM, THE FIRST MAN, HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; KING S'ITIL, SON OF ADAM THE FIRST MAN, HEALING AND VICTORY BE THINE; O (YE) KINGS AND'UTHRAS, AND INDWELLINGS AND JORDANS, AND RUNNING STREAMS AND S'KINTAS OF THE WORLDS OF LIGHT, ALL OF YOU, HEALING AND VICTORY (BE YOURS!) AND (MAY THERE BE) FORGIVING OF SINS FOR MYSELF, (ADAM YUHANA) SON OF (MAHNUS'), (N. SON OF N.) WHO HAVE PRAYED THIS PRAYER!
MAY THERE BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR ME! (NOTE. - THE PART WHICH FOLLOWS FORMS THE MAIN PART OF THE RAHMIA OR "DEVOTIONS", I.E. THE PRAYERS PRESCRIBED FOR THE THREE PRAYER- TIMES DAILY, AT SUNRISE, AT NOON AND BEFORE SUNSET; EACH DAY OF THE WEEK HAVING ITS OWN SET OF PRAYERS. THESE MUST BE GOT BY HEART, AND THEIR CORRECT RECITATION IS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF EVERY PRIEST'S TRAINING.)
MY LORD BE PRAISED! IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT FIRST SUBLIME (STRANGE) LIFE, FROM THE WORLDS OF LIGHT, THE TRANSCENDENT, ABOVE ALL WORKS, BE THERE HEALING AND PURITY (VICTORY), STRENGTH AND SOUNDNESS, HEARING AND BEING HEARD, JOY OF HEART AND FORGIVING OF SINS FOR ME, ADAM YUHANA SON OF MAHNUS'. MAY MY THOUGHT, MY KNOWLEDGE AND MY INTELLIGENCE ENLIGHTEN ME BY MEANS OF THIS TREASURE, A SECTION OF THE DEVOTIONS (RAHMIA), AND THE STRENGTH OF YAWAR-ZIWA AND SIMAT-HIIA.
PRAYER 106
UP, UP! YE ELECT RIGHTEOUS ONES 
PRAY THIS PRAYER IN THE "DEVOTIONS" OF THE EARLY HOURS (DAYBREAK) FOR IT IS THE OPENING (PRAYER) OF THE "DEVOTIONS".
HERE RECITE "MY GOOD MESSENGER" AND "I WORSHIP LIFE" AND RECITE "IN THE NAME OF..."] 
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
UP, UP! YE ELECT RIGHTEOUS ONES,
RISE UP, YE PERFECTED AND BELIEVING ONES!
RISE, WORSHIP AND PRAISE THE GREAT LIFE!
AND PRAISE THE GREAT KING ŠIŠLAM-RBA,
AND PRAISE THE OCCULT TANNA AND HAM-ZIWA,
AND PRAISE THE GREAT YAWAR AND 'ZLAT THE GREAT,
AND PRAISE SIMAT-HIIA,
FROM WHOM ALL WORLDS CAME INTO BEING;
AND PRAISE THE WELLSPRING AND DATEPALM 
FROM WHOM THE FATHER OF 'UTHRAS CAME INTO BEING.
I WORSHIP AND PRAISE THAT LOFTY AND GREAT
KING OF LIGHT, THE COMPASSIONATE ONE
WHO IS FULL OF LOVING-KINDNESS.
[PRAYERS 107 -108 PRAY THESE TWO PRAYERS AFTER "UP, UP ELECT RIGHTEOUS" (#106) IN THE EARLY MORNING DEVOTIONS, THEN RECITE "IN THEIR NAME, IN THE NAME OF THAT PRIMAL BEING"] 
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IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
MY GOOD MESSENGER OF LIGHT
WHO TRAVELETH TO THE HOUSE OF ITS FRIENDS,
COME, DIRECT MY SPEECH AND OPEN MY MOUTH IN PRAISE
THAT I MAY PRAISE THE GREAT LIFE
WHOLLY.
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IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
I WORSHIP LIFE
AND I PRAISE MY LORD MANDA-D-HIIA
AND THAT GREAT PRESENCE OF GLORY
WHICH EMANATED FROM ITSELF.
(PRAYERS 110 - 112 THIS PRAYER, "THE TIME OF DEVOTIONS" IS THE OPENING PRAYER OF THE EVENTIDE DEVOTIONS. THEN RECITE "IN THEIR NAME (IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE) AND "IN THE NAME OF THAT (PRIMAL BEING) AND SET ON THY CROWN AND RECITE BESIDE IS "LIFE CREATED (YAWAR-ZIWA)", "LET THERE 
BE LIGHT" AND "MANDA CREATED ME" AND THEN RECITE "INCENSE THAT IS FRAGRANT", AND "LO FOR THE FIRST LIFE" FOR THE INCENSE AND CAST IT ON THE FIRE. AND HERE, RECITE THE SUNDAY PRAYER.)
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IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
THE TIME, THE TIME FOR DEVOTIONS ARRIVETH
THE TIME OF THE LORD OF PRAYER HATH COME.
MY AWAKENER IS HIBIL, MY INSTRUCTOR IS ŠITIL,
ANUŠ LIFTETH UP MY HYMNS.
THE IMMERSER IN MY IMMERSION IS ŠILMAI
AND HE WHO ESTABLISHETH PRAYERS IS NIDBAI.
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IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
MY GOOD MESSENGER OF LIGHT
WHO TRAVELETH TO THE HOUSE OF ITS FRIENDS
COME, DIRECT MY SPEECH AND OPEN MY MOUTH IN PRAISE
THAT I MAY PRAISE THE GREAT LIFE
WHOLLY.
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IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
I WORSHIP THE LIFE
AND I PRAISE MY LORD MANDA-D-HIIA
AND THAT GREAT PRESENCE OF GLORY
WHICH EMANATED FROM ITSELF.
(PRAYERS 113 - 116 PRAY THESE FOUR PRAYERS: 
"ON THE ETHER-LIGHT DO I STAND" (#113),
"EARLY I ROSE FROM MY SLEEP" (#114),
"WE HAVE PURIFIED OUR HANDS IN KUŠTA"(#115),
"BLESSED BE THY NAME AND PRAISED BE THY NAME"(#116).
RECITE THEM FOR THE "DEVOTIONS" FOR DAYBREAK AFTER INCENSE)
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ON THE LIGHT OF ETHER DO I STAND
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE, MAY HEALING BE MINE,
ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUŠ, THROUGH THIS SUNDAY PRAYER!
"ON THE LIGHT OF ETHER DO I STAND,
I STAND FOR THE GREAT LIGHT WITH ITS PURITIES!
I AM MANDA-D-HIIA, EMANATION (PLANTING) OF THE MIGHTY FIRST LIFE.
I CRIED TO THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, (HABŠABA)
THE LAUDED, THE PURE GUARDIAN OF THE LIGHT
WHO ENLIGHTENETH 'UTHRAS. 
TO HIM I SAID
"RISE UP, GO, SET OFF, DESCEND TO THE EARTHLY WORLD,
TO THAT WORLD WHICH IS ALL BIRTH,
TO BE WITH THE ELECT RIGHTEOUS,
MEN FORMED OF FLESH AND BLOOD.
HOLD THEM IN THY GRASP, STRENGTHEN THEM,
STAND BY THEM, TAKE CARE OF THEM,
GIVE THEM STRENGTH AND FORTITUDE
SO THAT THEY MAY STAND AND WORSHIP AND PRAISE
THE MIGHTY SUBLIME LIFE! "
THEN SUNDAY SPOKE, SAYING TO MANDA-D-HIIA
"HOW CANST THOU SEND ME TO THIS WORLD THAT IS ALL BIRTH
TO BE WITH ELECT RIGHTEOUS (MEN)
FORMED OF FLESH AND BLOOD WHO DO NOT RESPECT ME!
THEY TREAT ME WITH CONTEMPT, HOLD ME IN NO GREAT HONOUR,
AND REMIT NOT MY SIN AND TRANSGRESSION!"
THEN MANDA-D-HIIA SPOKE, SAYING TO SUNDAY,
"UP WITH THEE! GO, SET OFF, DESCEND TO THE EARTHLY WORLD
TO THIS WORLD THAT IS ALL BIRTH, TO BE WITH
ELECT, RIGHTEOUS MEN FORMED OF FLESH AND BLOOD.
AND GRASP THEM IN THY GRASP, CONFIRM THEM,
STAND BY THEM AND TAKE CARE OF THEM!
TURN BACK AND DRIVE AWAY FROM THEM
THE SEVEN PLANETS TOGETHER WITH THEIR DEMONS AND DEVILS,
AND THEIR AMULET-IMPS AND THEIR EVIL CREATURES;
SO THAT THEY WILL FORGIVE THEE THY SINS
AND THY TRANSGRESSIONS; WILL HOLD THEE IN GREAT ESTEEM
AND VICTORY WILL BE OURS AND WILL BE THINE"
THEN MANDA-D-HIIA SPOKE AND SAID TO THE ELECT RIGHTEOUS,
"GIVE HEED TO SUNDAY THE ENLIGHTENER WHOM
I HAVE SENT TO BE WITH YOU IN ORDER TO ENLIGHTEN YOU,
TO UPLIFT YOU AND MAKE YOU UPRIGHT,
AND TO BRING YOU PRAYER AND PRAISE.
FORGIVE HIM HIS SINS AND TRANSGRESSIONS
AND HOLD HIM IN GREAT ESTEEM."
MANDA-D-HIIA TAUGHT AND EXPOUNDED AND SAID,
"ANYONE WHO DOTH NOT FORSAKE HIS SINS AND TRESPASSES
ON SUNDAY, NOR HOLDETH HIM IN HIGH ESTEEM,
WILL HAVE NO SEAT AMONGST THE 'UTHRAS
NOR WILL HE BEHOLD THE GREAT COUNTENANCE OF GLORY.
FOR SUNDAY IS MORE PRECIOUS, GREATER AND MORE BEAUTEOUS
AND BRIGHT THAN ALL THE 'UTHRAS!"
BLESSED AND PRAISED IS MANDA-D-HIIA AND THE CONFIRMED"
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS OVER ALL WORKS.
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EARLY I AROSE FROM MY SLEEP 
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
SUBLIME LIGHT BE GLORIFIED!
EARLY I AROSE FROM MY SLEEP: I STOOD,
INTO RADIANCE THAT WAS GREAT I LOOKED,
I GAZED INTO RADIANCE THAT WAS GREAT,
INTO THE LIGHT WHICH IS BOUNDLESS.
WHEN CLOTHED') IN ROBES OF RADIANCE
AND LIGHT WAS THROWN ON MY SHOULDERS
A WREATH OF ETHER HE SET ON MY HEAD
AND SET IT ON THE HEAD OF ALL HIS RACE
HE HYMNED, AND THE 'UTHRAS WITH HIM HYMN
AND THE LIGHT-RAYS ANSWER HIS VOICE.
AND IT ROUSETH SLEEPERS AND MAKETH THEM RISE UP
FROM THEIR SLEEP.
HE SAID TO THEM
"ARISE, YE SLEEPERS WHO LIE THERE,
RISE UP, YE STUMBLES WHO HAVE STUMBLED,
ARISE, WORSHIP AND PRAISE THE GREAT LIFE
AND PRAISE HIS COUNTERPART, THAT IS THE IMAGE OF THE LIFE
WHICH SHINETH FORTH AND IS EXPRESSED
IN SUBLIME LIGHT."
AND LIFE BE PRAISED!
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WE HAVE PURIFIED OUR HANDS IN KUŠTA
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
WE HAVE PURIFIED OUR HANDS IN KUŠTA (TRUTH)
AND OUR LIPS IN FAITH
WE HAVE UTTERED WORDS OF RADIANCE
AND WERE ABSORBED IN THOUGHTS OF LIGHT.
THOU, MY LORD MANDA-D-HIIA, ART BLESSED AND PRAISED
AND THY PRAISE IS ESTABLISHED (ON HIGH).
GREAT IS THE STRENGTH OF LIFE;
ABOUNDING THE GLORY OF THE MIGHTY (LIFE)!
HONOUR RESTETH UPON THE 'UTHRAS WHO SIT IN GLORY.
THIS IS PRAYER AND PRAISE WHICH CAME TO THEM FROM
THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE.
WE PRAISE (HIM) WITH IT WHEN WE HAVE RISEN FROM OUR SLEEP,
BEFORE ANY HAVE SPOKEN FALSEHOOD.
FOR ANY MAN WHO PRAYETH THIS PRAYER THERE WILL BE FORGIVING OF SINS AND TRANSGRESSIONS IN THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND IN THE EVERLASTING ABODE.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
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BLESSED BE THY NAME AND PRAISED BE THY NAME
BLESSED BE THY NAME AND PRAISED BE THY NAME
MY LORD, MANDA-D-HIIA!
PURE MOUNTAINS THAT QUAKE NOT HAVE BLESSED THEE:
'UFALNIA (INTERPRETATIONS!) OF TRUTH WHICH ARE UNCHANGEABLE
HAVE BLESSED THEE.
SONS OF SALVATION WHO SIT IN THY COMPANY
HAVE BLESSED THEE.
YAWAR-ZIWA, THE GREAT KING OF NASIRUTHA
HATH BLESSED THEE;
AYAR-NHURA, THE PURE, THE ENVOY WHO IS ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS,
HATH BLESSED THEE
AND I WORSHIP AND PRAISE THAT CHANNEL OF LIGHT,
THE MESSENGER OF ALL RAYS-OF-LIGHT.
BLESSED IS THY NAME AND PRAISED IS THY NAME,
BEING WHO RESTETH UPON THE ŠKINTAS!
UPON ŠKINTAS DOTH HIS NAME REST.
EVERY DAY, DAILY, THEY GAZE ON HIS LIKENESS
AND UPON THE GREAT COUNTENANCE OF GLORY.
AND LIFE BE PRAISED!
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[PRAYER 117:  PRAY THIS PRAYER IN THE RAHMIA (DEVOTIONS) OF THE SEVENTH HOUR AFTER INCENSE ON THE FIRE (AND AFTER) "ON THE ETHER-IIGHT DO I STAND” (#113)]
I WORSHIP, PRAISE AND LAUD
THAT ŠRAR, THE GREAT OCCULT FIRST VINE
WHOSE FRUITS ARE A THOUSAND THOUSAND,
AND A MYRIAD MYRIAD HIS TENDRILS;
UPON WHOM I CALLED AND HE ANSWERED ME·
FURTHER, WHEN I CALL ON HIM, HE WILL ANSWER ME;
FOR HE WILL COME AND WILL HEAL ME,
WILL LIFT ME UP, RAISE ME AND CONFIRM ME 
WILL DIRECT MY EYES TO THE LIGHT,
AND MY FEET TO STEADFASTNESS
MY MOUTH TO WISDOM AND MY HEART TO VIGILANCE.
THEN I WORSHIP, PRAISE AND LAUD
THAT FIRST GREAT OCCULT ŠKINTA
THAT IS THE HOUSE OF DAZZLING BEINGS.
THEN I WORSHIP, PRAISE AND LAUD
THAT OCCULT, FIRST ŠKINTA
WHICH MY PARENTS INHABIT.
THEN I WORSHIP, PRAISE AND LAUD
YON RUAZ, THE GREAT FIRST SECRET VINE
WHICH LOOSED ITS MILKY JUICES INTO THE HABITATIONS.
THEN I WORSHIP, PRAISE AND LAUD
THAT RUAZ, THE GREAT FIRST LIGHT
WHO HATH SOVEREIGNTY OVER ALL WORLDS OF LIGHT.
THEN I WORSHIP, PRAISE AND LAUD
THAT GREAT, OCCULT, FIRST ŠKINTA
TO WHICH THE EYES OF NAZOREANS.
MEN SET APART, AND THE ELECT RIGHTEOUS
LOOK, THAT THEY MAY RISE AND BEHOLD
THE GREAT PLACE OF LIGHT AND THE EVERLASTING ABODE.
AND LIFE BE PRAISED: LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
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[PRAYER 118: PRAY THIS PRAYER IN THE EVENING DEVOTIONS AFTER INCENSE (AND) AFTER "FOR THE ETHER-LIGHT DO I STAND". (#113) ]
IT IS TIME TO PRAY THE "DEVOTIONS"
THE GREAT MOMENT FOR HUMBLE WORSHIP 
FOR OFFERING UP PROPITIATORY PRAYER 
TO MY LORD, MANDA-D-HIIA,
FOR AROUSING THE ELECT RIGHTEOUS.
THE PRIESTS SAY TO MANDA-D-HIIA:
"WE WILL ABJURE THAT WHICH WE POSSESS
OF FEE, ALMS AND BENEFIT
AND THE (FALSE) DEITY OF THE HOUSE 
WE WILL COME AND WILL BE BELIEVERS."
MANDA-D-HIIA SAITH TO THEM, TO THE PRIESTS:
"YOUR FATHER HATH GREAT STRENGTH,
SURPASSING ALL LIMIT, (STRONGER)
THAN PASSIONATE THOUGHTS, VAIN THINGS
AND THE DEVOURING FLAME.
THE GOOD ONE CLOTHETH HIS CHILDREN
HE COVERETH THEM AND RAISETH AND SHOWETH THEM
THAT THERE IS GREAT ENLARGEMENT OF LIFE
AND YOUR SOULS SHALL REJOICE
WITH CLOUDS (SPOUSES?) OF LIGHT.
BUT OTHER SOULS WILL DIE AND BECOME
AS THOUGH THEY HAD NEVER EXISTED.
YE SHALL RECEIVE YOUR VESTMENTS
YE SHALL RECEIVE YOUR WREATHS.
IN THE PRESENCE OF THE GREAT (LIFE?)
YE WILL BE GREAT, AND WILL BE CALLED
'UTHRAS AMONGST THE 'UTHRAS.
AND YE WILL SAY "THE LIVING STAND
IN THE DWELLING OF THE LIFE"
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS OVER ALL WORKS.
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[PRAYERS 119 - 124 SUNDAY THE FOLLOWING THREE ANTIPHONAL HYMNS AND THREE CHANTS ARE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
OF THE WEEK.]
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE
BE THE SUBLIME LIGHT GLORIFIED!
ON SUNDAY, THE FIRST OF DAYS,
WHO HATH SEEN THAT WHICH I HAVE SEEN?
WHO SAW MANDA-D-HIIA
WHEN HE WENT AND CAME TO THE WORLD?
HE WENT (THENCE) AND CAME TO THE WORLD
THE EARTH LAY PROSTRATE AND WAS AFFRIGHTED.
HE TAUGHT, AND LOVELY WAS HIS VOICE!
AND HE LIFTED IT UP, IN HIS MOUTH THERE WAS ELOQUENCE,
ELOQUENCE HE PUT INTO HIS MOUTH.
HE REVOLUTIONIZED AND FORSOOK THE WORLD:
THE WORLD HE REVOLUTIONIZED AND FORSOOK.
SPIRIT (RUHA) SITTETH IN LAMENTATION
IN LAMENTATION SITTETH RUHA;
AND THE SEVEN SIT IN CONSTERNATION;
THEY WEEP AND PROLONG THEIR MOURNING
BECAUSE THEIR MYSTERIES ARE DISCLOSED,
BECAUSE DISCLOSED ARE THEIR MYSTERIES.
THEY WILL BE BROUGHT TO AN END
ON THE GREAT LAST DAY.
NAMRUS (RUHA) FEARED AND TREMBLED,
HER WEAPON FELL FROM HER SHOULDER,
FROM HER SHOULDER FELL HER WEAPON
AND HER BOWS FROM THE PALM OF HER HAND,
RUHA ADDRESSETH HER SONS,
HER GOOD-FOR-NOTHING IDLE (SONS),
SHE SAITH TO THEM, 
"SONS, WHEN TERROR OVERTAKETH YOUR MOTHER,
WHAT WILL YOU SEVEN DO!
WHEN THE STRANGE BEING COMETH,
WHO WILL RISE TO CONFRONT HIM?"
A CONSUMING RAY OF LIGHT
IS IN MANDA-D-HIIA’SIIRR'S HAND; FELLING· THEM
HE COMETH (TO?) THE REBELS.
THE SON-OF-LIFE RAISETH HIS VOICE
AT DEPARTURE OF THE SEVEN
SAYING TO THEM "I HAVE BROUGHT WARES
TO MY FRIENDS.
I BROUGHT TRUTHFUL WORDS TO BELIEVERS.
MEN WHO BUY MY WARES,
THEIR MERITS WREATHE THEIR HEADS
TWINED ARE THEIR MERITS,
AND THEIR HORNS ARE EXALTED
ON THEIR HEADS.
THEY WILL ARISE AND WILL BEHOLD
THE PLACE OF LIGHT.”
RENOWNED IS LIFE AND VICTORIOUS,
AND VICTORIOUS THE MAN WHO WENT HENCE.
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MY DAY -- WHAT IS IT AMONGST THE DAYS?
A DAY, MY DAY!
WHAT AMONGST THE HOURS IS ONE HOUR?
MY DAY, WHAT IS IT AMONGST THE DAYS?
THE DAY ON WHICH THE RADIANCE OF MANDA-D-HIIA SHONE FORTH,
MY DAY IS SUNDAY, CHIEF OF DAYS,
THE DAY ON WHICH THE RADIANCE OF MANDA-D-HIIA DAWNED
ON MY DAY THE RADIANCE OF SUNDAY DAWNED
UPON US AND ENLIGHTENED US BEYOND MEASURE.
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BEFORE THE WELLSPRINGS WERE TRANSMUTED
BEFORE THE AWAKENING WITHOUT,
BEFORE YE WERE IN EXISTENCE
I WAS IN THE WORLD.
THE VOICE OF LIVING WATERS (WATER OF LIFE),
(WATERS) WHICH TRANSMUTE THE TURBID WATERS.
THEY BECOME CLEAR AND SHINING 
THEY GUSH FORTH AND CAST OUT IMPURITIES.
WHEREFORE SHOULD THE FIRST (LIFE) DESIRE SONS FROM THE DREGS?
VOICES CRY ALOUD PROCLAMATIONS 
PLANNING SCHEMES, ALL OF THEM TALK!
(BUT) ONE VOICE COMETH AND TEACHETH ALL SAYINGS,
ONE BEING COMETH AND TEACHETH ABOUT THIS AND THAT.
(AS FOR) US, WHO HAVE PRAISED OUR LORD
THOU WILT FORGIVE US OUR SINS.
THOU WAST VICTORIOUS, MANDA-D-HIIA
AND THOU LEADEST ALL THY FRIENDS TO VICTORY.
AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
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O LORD OF DEVOTIONS,
O LORD OF PRAYERS
AND OF HYMNS AND GOOD BOOKS,
O LORD OF PRAYER AND PRAISE,
HEAR MY VOICE AND CONDEMN ME NOT!
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EXCEPT FOR SIX OR SEVEN NATIONS, 
FRUIT IS SET UP ON THE TREE
ON THE TREE FRUIT IS SET UP
AND (OTHER) TREES GATHER TOGETHER TOWARD IT.
TOWARD IT DO THE TREES ASSEMBLE,
AND A THRONE IS SET UP FOR THE LORD OF RADIANCE
FOR THE LORD OF RADIANCE A THRONE IS SET UP
AND THE LORD OF RADIANCE SITTETH THEREON.
BEFORE HIM ARE SET UP RECOMPENSES
WHICH HE DELIVERETH TO THE PERFECT,
TO THE PERFECT DOTH HE DELIVER THEM
AND SAID:
"TO EACH ACCORDING TO THE WORKS OF HIS HANDS
IT IS AWARDED". 
AND HE SAID:
“EVERY MAN WHO TOILED
AND WAS LONG-SUFFERING SHALL COME 
AND TAKE WITH BOTH HANDS,
BUT HE WHO DID NOT TOIL NOR ENDURE,
STANDETH EMPTY IN THE HOUSE OF DUES.
HE WILL SEEK BUT WILL NOT FIND,
AND ASK, BUT NAUGHT WILL BE GIVEN HIM,
BECAUSE HE HAD IN HIS HAND AND GAVE NOT,
HE WILL SEARCH THERE IN HIS BOSOM AND WILL FIND NOTHING."
THOU ART PRAISED, MANDA-D-HIIA
WHO DOST NOT CONDEMN THY FRIENDS.
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I SEEK A BOON FROM THE LIFE,
FROM THEE, MIGHTY LIFE.
I SEEK A BOON FROM THE LIFE -
THAT YE WILL RIGHTLY GUIDE YOUR PRAISE 
FOR ME.
(....)
CHAPTER 170
[bookmark: Tab_taba_Itabia]TAB TABA ITABIA (THE FULL COMMEMORATION PRAYER FOR THE DEAD AND LIVING)
GOOD IS THE GOOD (ONE?) FOR THE GOOD, AND HE SET HIS NATURE UPON THOSE WHO LOVE HIS NAME. WE WILL SEEK AND FIND, AND WILL SPEAK AND BE HEARD. WE HAVE SOUGHT AND FOUND, WE SPOKE AND WERE HEARD IN THY PRESENCE, MY LORD MANDA-D-HIIA, LORD OF HEALINGS. FORGIVE THE SINS, TRESPASSES, FOLLIES, STUMBLING’S AND MISTAKES OF HIM WHO MADE (FURNISHED) THIS BREAD, MASIQTA AND TABUTA. HIS SINS, TRESPASSES, FOLLIES, STUMBLINGS AND MISTAKES THOU WILT REMIT FOR HIM, MY LORD MANDA-D-HIIA AND GREAT FIRST LIFE, (THOSE OF) THE DONOR OF FEE AND OBLATION.
FOR OUR FOREFATHERS THERE SHALL BE FORGIVING OF SINS. FOR YUS'AMIN SON OF DMUT-HIIA THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. FOR ABATUR SON OF BIHRAT THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. FOR HABLABA AND KANA-D-ZIDQA THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. FOR THE TWENTY-FOUR 'UTHRAS, SONS OF LIGHT, THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. FOR PTHAHIL SON OF ZAHRIEL THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. FOR ADAM SON OF QIN AND EVE HIS WIFE THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. FOR S'ITIL SON OF ADAM THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR RAM AND RUD. THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR S'URBAI AND S'ARHABIEL). THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR S'UM SON OF NOAH AND NURAITA HIS WIFE. THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR YAHIA-YUHANA SON OF 'NIS'BAI AND QINTA AND ANHAR HIS WIVES. THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR THOSE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY PRIESTS WHO WENT FORTH FROM THE DISTRICT OF JERUSALEM THE CITY. THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR THE SOULS OF OUR GOOD FATHERS AND FOR THIS MY SOUL, ADAM-ZIHRUN SON OF MAHNUS', WHO HATH PRAYED THIS PRAYER AND DEVOTIONS. THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR THE SOUL OF MY FATHER, YAHIA-BIHRAM SON OF HAWA-MAMANIA. THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR THE SOUL OF MY MOTHER, MAHNUS' DAUGHTER OF SIMAT. THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR THE SOUL OF MY TEACHER BIHRAM SON OF MUDALAL. THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR HIS WIFE, ANHAR DAUGHTER OF HAWA. THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR THE SOULS OF MY CHILDREN ANHAR DAUGHTER OF ANHAR. THERE SHALL BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR MY BROTHERS (AND SISTERS) ANHAR, AND SAM, AND MUDALAL, AND RAM; AND MUHATAM-YUHANA, AND ADAM-YUHANA, THE SONS OF MAHNUS': FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR THEM. THE SOULS OF MANDAEANS; RAM SON OF S'ARAT-SIMAT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; ZIHRUN SON OF SIMAT, FORGIVENESS OT SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; ANHAR DAUGHTER OF SIMAT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HER; SIMAT DAUGHTER OF HAWA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HER; RAM SON OF SIMAT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; YASMIN DAUGHTER OF YASMAN, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HER. ALL THE SOULS OF OUR GOOD FATHERS, BE THERE FORGIVENESS FOR THEM. AND FOR THIS MY SOUL, MINE, ADAM-ZIHRUN SON OF MAHNUL, BE THERE FORGIVENESS FOR ME. THE SOUL OF MY TEACHER, BIHRAM SON OF MUDALAL, BE THERE FORGIVENESS FOR HIM. THE SOULS OF PRIESTS, ADAM-ZIHRUN SON OF MAMANIA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM. YAHIA-ANUS' SON OF MALIHA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM. YAHIA-RAM- ZIHRUN SON OF HAWA-SIMAT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM. YAHIA-ZIHRUN SON OF MUDALAL, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM. SAM-BIHRAM SON OF MUDALAL, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM. ALL SOULS OF OUR GOOD FOREFATHERS, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR THEM. AND FOR THIS MY SOUL, ADAM-ZIHRUN SON OF MAHNUS' WHO HAVE PRAYED THIS PRAYER AND DEVOTIONS, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR ME- AND THE SOUL OF MY TEACHER BIHRAM SON OF MUDALAL, FORGIVENESS OF SONS BE THERE FOR HIM. THE SOULS OF GANZIBRIA: YAHIA-YUHANA SON OF HAWA-SIMAT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; ZIHRUN SON OF SIMAT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; SAM-BIHRAM SON OF SIMAT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; BIHRAM-S'ITIL SON OF S'ARAT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; ZIHRUN SON OF MALIHA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; ADAM SON OF S'ADIA-MALIHA FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; YAHIA-BAYAN AND YAHIA-BIHRAM SONS OF HAWA-MAMANIA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR THEM; RAM-YUHANA SON OF MAMANIA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; BAYAN-ZANGIA SON OF ANHAR-SIMAT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; SAM-SAIWIA SON OF S'ARAT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; BIHRAM SON OF MADINAT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; YAHIA SON OF ANHAR-ZIWA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; RAM-SINDAN AND S'ARIA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR THEM; HAWA DAUGHTER OF DAIA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HER; ANHAR- KUMRAITA DAUGHTER OF SIMAT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HER; YAHIA-RAMUIA SON OF RAMUIA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; SAM-BIHRAM SON OF MUDALAL, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; ADAM SON OF BIHRAM (BIHRAT?)-DIHGAN, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; ADAM-BR-HIIA SON OF SIMAT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS OF THERE FOR HIM; BRIK-YAWAR SON OF BURAN, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; BIHRAM BISTH'AQ SON OF HAWA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; S'ABUR SON OF DUKT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; MHA- TAM AND S'ITIL, SONS OF HAIUNA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR THEM; ANUS' SON OF MIHRIA-ZAD, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; S'AIAR- ZIWA AND S'ABUR SON (SONS?) OF KAIZAR'IL, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM (THEM?); BHIRA SON OF KUJASTA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; ZAKIA SON OF HAWA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; ARDABAN-MALKA-BAKTIAR SON OF SIMAT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM. AND ALL SOULS OF OUR GOOD FATHERS, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR THEM. AND FOR THIS MY SOUL, MINE, ADAM-ZIHRUN SON OF MAHNUS', WHO HAVE PRAYED THIS PRAYER AND THESE DEVOTIONS, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR ME. THE SOUL OF MY TEACHER, BIHRAM, SON OF MUDALAL, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM. THE SOULS OF THE ETHNARCHS: ADAM-BUL-FARAZ SON OF HAWA- MAMANIA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; ANUS' MU'AILIA SON OF HAWA-ZADIA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; YAHIA-ADAM, SON OF ZADIA-ANUS' , HAWA ( ?), FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM (THEIR?); BIHDAD SON OF S'ADIA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; BAINIA SON OF HAIUNA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; HAIUNA DAUGHTER OF TIHWIA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HER; RAMUIA SON OF 'QAIMAT, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM; S'GANDA SON OF YASMAN, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM, ZAZAI-D-GAWAZTA SON OF HAWA, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR HIM. THE PEOPLE, (CONSISTING OF ALL NAZOREANS, PRIESTS AND LAYMEN (MANDAIIA), AND GANZIBRIA AND GANZAIIA (HEAD-PRIESTS AND TREASURERS?), FROM THE AGE OF ADAM THE FIRST MAN DOWN TO THE END OF THE WORLD (AND GENERATIONS); ALL WHO WENT DOWN TO THE JORDAN AND WERE IMMERSED AND RECEIVED THE PURE SIGN, WHO DID NOT BETRAY THEIR SIGN, NOR RENOUNCED (WERE CONVERTED FROM) THEIR BAPTISM, FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR THEM. FOR THEM AND THEIR SPOUSES AND THEIR OFFSPRING, THEIR PRIESTS, AND FOR THOSE WHO SUPPLIED THIS BREAD AND RITUAL FOOD (T'ABUTA), AND FOR YOU, MY FATHERS, MY TEACHERS AND INSTRUCTORS WHEN YE UPHELD ME FROM THE LEFT TO THE RIGHT, FORGIVENESS BE THERE FOR YOU. AND YE SHALL SAY "LIFE ABIDETH IN ITS DWELLING " AND LIFE BE PRAISED: LIFE IS VICTORIOUS OVER ALL WORKS.
CHAPTER 171
HYMNS OF PRAISE
IN THE NAME OF THE LIFE!
PRAISED BE THE FIRST GREAT RADIANCE AND PRAISED THE GREAT FIRST LIGHT! PRAISED BE THE WELLSPRING AND THE GREAT FIRST PALM-TREE PRAISED BE THE MYSTIC TAN(N)A WHICH DWELLETH IN THE GREAT MYSTIC FIRST WELLSPRING. PRAISED BE THE GREAT S'IS'LAM WHO SITTETH ON THE BANK OF THE WELLSPRING AND PALM-TREE; PRAISED IS THE GREAT 'ZLAT PRAISED IS THE GREAT YAWAR WHO WAS FORMED FROM THE LOINS OF RADIANCE: PRAISED IS SIMAT-HIIA (TREASURE-OF-LIFE), MOTHER OF ALL KINGS, BECAUSE FROM THEM (BOTH) ALL WORLDS PROCEEDED - FOR SHE WAS APPOINTED AS THE RESULT OF SECRET MYSTERIES.
PRAISED IS THAT FIRST GREAT JORDAN: PRAISED ARE THOSE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY JORDAN’S WHICH PROCEEDED FROM THAT FIRST GREAT JORDAN. PRAISED IS THAT GREAT MYSTIC FIRST S'KINTA AND PRAISED ARE THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY S'KINTAS WHICH PROCEEDED FROM THAT FIRST GREAT MYSTIC S'KINTA.
YAWAR-ZIWA, THE VIGILANT 'UTHRA, DIVULGED, REVEALED AND SAID, "UPON EVERY NAZOREAN MAN WHO STANDETH AT HIS DEVOTIONS AND PRAYETH THIS PRAYER AND OFFERETH UP THIS (PRAYER OF) DEDICATION THE GLORY OF THE LIFE WILL COME AND WILL REST ON HIM, AND HE SHALL HAVE STRENGTH AND INCREASE LIKE ANUS'-'UTHRA. UPON ANY MANDAEAN MAN WHO STANDETH AT HIS DEVOTIONS AND PRAYETH THIS PRAYER AND RAISETH THIS DEDICATORY PRAYER THE ATTENTION OF THE LIFE WILL DESCEND, WILL REST ON HIM AND HE WILL HAVE STRENGTH AND GREATNESS LIKE A PRIEST. AND HE SHALL SAY "THOU ART ESTABLISHED FIRST LIFE" AND DEDICATE (HIS CROWN) SIXTY-ONE TIMES AND MAKE (THIS) PETITION : (AND SAY) YE ARE BLESSED, PRAISED AND MAGNIFIED, REVERED AND ESTABLISHED WITH HIGH HONOUR WHICH IS GREAT AND BOUNDLESS, O LIFE, AND MY LORD MANDA-D-HIIA AND THE GREAT FIRST LIIE, THE SECOND LIFE AND THE THIRD LIFE; YUFIN AND YUFAFIN; SAM-MANA SMIRA; AND THE VINE WHICH IS ALL LIFE AND THE GREAT TREE WHICH IS ALL HEALINGS. (O) COMPASSIONATE ONE, FORGIVING ONE, CLEMENT ONE, PITIFUL ONE, DELIVERER AND SAVIOUR, O LOOSER OF THE BOUND, LOOSEN HIM (ME) FROM AND FORGIVE HIS (MY) SINS, TRESPASSES, FOLLIES, STUMBLINGS AND BLUNDERS, MINE, ADAM-ZIHRUN SON OF MAHNUS', WHO HAVE PRAYED THIS PRAYER AND "DEVOTIONS". BE THERE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR ME! O SUNDAY, THE LAUDED, PURE GUARDIAN OF LIGHT, (0) AYAR-NHURA, PURE SAVIOUR WHO ART ALL PIETY, WHO ART INVISIBLE AND UNBOUNDED! BE MY ANSWERER AND ANSWER ME: BE MY SUPPORTER AND SUPPORT ME, BE MY RAISER-UP AND RAISE MY SOUL, MINE, ADAM-ZIHRUN SON OF MAHNUS' WHO HAVE PRAYED THIS PRAYER AND "DEVOTIONS". BE THERE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR ME!
O HABLABA (SUNDAY)! DELIVER ME FROM HELL-BEASTS AND FROM PURGATORY-DEMONS AND FROM WATER-PENALTIES, AND FROM POTS THAT SEETHE, FROM FIRE AND ICE, FROM THE SNARE OF THE PLANETS, FROM THE PLOTS OF THE PLANETS, FROM THE SLAYING OF THE PLANETS AND FROM THE SEVEN HELL-BEASTS, THE CHIEF LEVIER OF DUES AND THE CHILDREN OF DARKNESS. GREAT BIHRAM! BAPTISE ME IN THY SUBLIME JORDAN AND DELIVER ME IN PURITY TO THE PLACE OF LIGHT. STRETCH FORTH THY RIGHT HAND OF HOLY TRUTH TO CLASP THAT OF THIS MY INDIVIDUAL SOUL, MINE, ADAM-ZIHRUN SON OF MAHNUS', WHO HAVE PRAYED THIS PRAYER AND (OFFERED UP) THESE DEVOTIONS. BE THERE FORGIVING OF SINS FOR ME. O ABATHUR-RAMA, 0 ABATHUR-MUZANIA! WEIGH ME IN THY BALANCE, BUILD ME INTO THY BUILDING AND COUNT ME IN THY RECKONING! MAHZIEL, GREAT FIRST WORD, WHICH ASSURED ME SIGHT IN MINE EYES, POUR WISDOM INTO MY HEART! OPEN THE EYES OF MY UNDERSTANDING! HAIAS'UM, HEALER; KUS'TA, AND YUSMIR HEALER OF THE MANA AND ITS COUNTERPART, HEAL ME (PRESERVE ME) FROM PAINS, FROM BLEMISHES FROM HATEFUL CURSES, FROM A SICKLY BODY AND FROM AN OOZING BODY. 0 YAWAR-RBA, YUR-RBA, TREASURER, KING OF WORLDS OF LIGHT, FREE ME, RID ME OF MY SIN, MY TRESPASSES, MY FOLLIES, MY STUMBLING’S AND MY MISTAKES, MINE, ADAM ZIHRUN SON OF MAHNUS' WHO HAVE PRAYED THIS PRAYER AND DEVOTIONS. BE THERE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR ME, AND FOR MY FATHER AND MOTHER, AND NOR MY TEACHER, FOR MY WIFE AND CHILDREN, FOR MY PRIESTS AND FOR ALL SOULS WHO STOOD FOR THE NAME OF LIFE AND WERE FIRM IN THE SIGN OF MANDA-D-HIIA WITH A SINCERE AND BELIEVING HEART. YEA, LIFE, VERILY LIFE, LIFE WILL BE WITH THE VICTORIOUS. THEY (LIFE) WILL NOT CONDEMN THOSE WHO LOVE THEIR NAME: THEY WILL BE JOINED IN HOLY UNION. LIFE FOR THOSE WHO KNOW, LIFE FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVE, LIFE FOR BEINGS WHO INSTRUCT US. LIFE IS ESTABLISHED IN ITS DWELLINGS: LIFE IS VICTORIOUS OVER ALL WORKS.
CHAPTER 172
NOW (WE BESEECH THEE), LIFE, (BESTOW) THY PITY, THY CLEMENCY, THINE ATTENTION, THY COMPASSION, THINE, GREAT FIRST LIFE! SHOW PITY, BE CLEMENT, BE ATTENTIVE TO AND SHOW COMPASSION ON THIS, MY SOUL, MINE, ADAM-ZIHRUN SON OF MAHNUS' WHO HAVE PRAYED THIS PRAYER AND (THESE) DEVOTIONS. MAY THERE BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR ME. (THREE TIMES). FOR ME AND FOR MY FATHER AND MY MOTHER, FOR MY TEACHER AND FOR MY WIFE AND MY OFFSPRING, AND FOR MY PRIEST AND FOR WHOMSOEVER HATH OFFERED THIS BREAD AND RITUAL FOODS. AND FOR YOU, MY FATHERS, MY TEACHERS, AND MY INSTRUCTORS AND THOSE WHO TAUGHT ME THE FAITH WHEN YE SUPPORTED ME FROM THE LEFT TO THE RIGHT, MAY THERE BE FORGIVING OF SINS FOR YOU. AND YE SHALL SAY "LIFE IS ESTABLISHED IN ITS DWELLINGS". AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS OVER ALL WORKS.
[bookmark: The_S'_umhita]THE S' UMHITA
CHAPTER 173
THE NAME OF THE LIFE AND THE NAME OF MANDA-D-HIIA BE PRONOUNCED UPON THEE! THE NAME OF THE GREAT MYSTIC WELLSPRING IS PRONOUNCED UPON THEE. THE NAME OF THE GREAT MYSTIC FIRST PALMTREE IS PRONOUNCED UPON THEE. THE NAIVE OF THE GREAT S'IS'LAM IS PRONOUNCED UPON THEE. THE NAME OF THE GREAT 'ZLAT IS PRONOUNCED UPON THEE. THE NAME OF THE GREAT YAWAR IS PRONOUNCED UPUN THEE. THE NAME OF SIMAT-HIIA IS PRONOUNCED UPON THEE. THE NAME OF THE GREAT YUKABAR IS PRONOUNCED UPON THEE. THE NAME OF THE MANA AND HIS COUNTERPART IS PRONOUNCED UPON THEE. THE NAME OF THE GREAT MYSTERY, THE MYSTIC WORD, IS PRONOUNCED UPON THEE. THE NAME OF SHAQ-ZIWA THE GREAT, THE FIRST, IS PRONOUNCED UPON THEE. THE NAME OF SAM, THE PURE, FIRST-PRODUCED, BELOVED AND FIRST RADIANCE, IS PRONOUNCED UPON THEE. THE NAME OF THE LIFE AND THE NAME OF MANDA-D-HIIA IS PRONOUNCED UPON THEE, ADAM-ZIHRUN SON OF MAHNUS'. MAY ILLNESS, MALADY, ACCIDENTS, CURSES, VOWS AND FORFEITURES, PAINS, INFIRMITIES, VIOLENT FEVERS, THE EVIL EYE AND THE DIMMED EYE BE LOOSED AND REMOVED FROM THEE. THEY SHALL DEPART (RISE) TO THE MOUNTAINS AND HEIGHTS FROM THY BODY, SPIRIT AND SOUL, THY TRUNK AND THY, STATURE AND (FROM) THINE ENTIRE FRAME, THINE, ADAM-ZIHRUN SON OF MAHNUS', THROUGH THE STRENGTH OF MY FATHER, THEIR FATHER, MANDA-D-HIIA, THROUGH THE STRENGTH OF THE TREASURE OF THE FIRST LIFE AND THROUGH THE STRENGTH OF YAWAR-ZI, VA AND SIMAT- HIIA. AND THE NAME OF LIFE AND THE NAME OF MANDA-D-HIIA BE PRONOUNCED UPON THEE.
CHAPTER 174
I BESEECH THE LIFE AND MY LORD MANDA-D-HIIA AND THE 'UTHRAS AND KINGS OF THE WORLDS OF THE LIGHT FOR A SPONSOR FOR THIS HIGH MYSTERY (GINZA) SO THAT NO LACKING OR DEFICIENCY MAY APPEAR THEREIN. SHOULD THERE BE ANYTHING MISSING OR DEFICIENT, DO THOU, O HIBIL- ZIWA, (THOU) GREAT FULFILLER, SUPPLEMENT IT FROM THY TREASURE WHICH IS NOT DEFICIENT AND FROM THY PLENTY, WHICH LACKETH IN NOTHING. RID IT AND LOOSE IT FROM ITS SINS, TRESPASSES, FOLLIES, STUMBLINGS AND MISTAKES, (AND) MINE, ADAM-ZIHRUN SON OF MAHNUS' WHO HAVE PRAYED THIS PRAYER AND (THESE) DEVOTIONS. MAY THERE BE FORGIVING OF SINS FOR ME.
O SUNDAY, RECEIVE IT, SAVE IT, ESTABLISH IT AND RAISE IT UP TO PERFECTION!
CHAPTER 175
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE. THEN, WHEN SHE REACHETH THE SEVEN MYSTERIES, SERVITORS OF THE SEVEN GO FORTH TOWARDS HER. THEY COME AND SURROUND HER AND QUESTION HER AND SAY TO HER, "O SOUL, WHENCE COMEST THOU AND WHITHER GOEST THOU?'' I SAY TO THEM, "I COME FROM THE BODY, THE NAME OF WHICH IS THE EARTH AND I AM GOING TOWARDS THE GOOD CONSUMINATION ". THEY SAY TO ME, "WHOSE SERVANT ART THOU AND WHOSE ENVOY ART THOU CALLED?'' I SAY TO THEM, "I AM THE SERVITOR OF THE BELOVED CONSUMMATION, AND THE ENVOY OF THE VAST ETHER".
THEN THEY BLESS HER (ME); AND PRAISE HER AND GUARD HER AND SAY TO HER, "EVERYONE WHO KNOWETH THIS SAYING WILL RISE TOWARDS THE GOOD GOAL " BECAUSE THEY SEEK TO GRASP THE MYSTERIES OF THE BODY. AND THEY QUESTION HER AND THEN SHE RISETH TOWARDS THE GOOD GOAL.
CHAPTER 176
O KING OF ALL KINGS, O FATHER OF ALL 'UTHRAS; O ADATAN AND YADATAN; O S'ILMAY AND NEDVAY, YE GUARDIAN 'UTHRAS OF THE JORDAN; O HIBIL-ZIWA, GREAT FULFILLER WHO DELIVEREST US FROM EVIL PLOTS AND DELIVEREST US FROM ALL THAT IS EVIL AND UGLY, O HIGH KING OF LIGHT, THOU WILT GIVE ME COMELINESS OF BODY, COMPASSION OF HEART, FULLNESS OF HAND AND INTEGRITY OF EYE. O LIFE, AND MY LORD MANDA-D-HIIA THOU DELIVEREST ME SAVEST ME AND GUARDEST ME. O HIGH KING OF LIGHT!
LITTLE NEW YEAR`S FEAST PRAYER
CHAPTER 177
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE.
VINES SHONE IN THE WATER
AND IN THE JORDAN MIGHTY THEY GREW.
YE ARE FLOURISHING OFFSHOOTS.
MESSENGERS HITHER I BRING YOU,
I GIVE YOU GREAT 'UTHRAS.

I HAVE TWINED FOR YOU AND BRING YOU GARLANDS OF MYRTLE AND MARJORAM FOR (LIT. "IN") THE DOORS OF THE HOUSES.
I WILL REAR UP FOR YOU BABES AND BRING THEM TO YOU. WE BLESS YOU UNTO THE WORLD`S END: THE FULL RIVER (YARDNA) HATH BLESSED YOU AND THE BAPTISM WHICH IS UNFAILING FROM BEGINNING TO END.
[bookmark: Honouring_of_the_Crown]HONORING OF THE CROWN
CHAPTER 178
KUS'TA STRENGTHEN THEE, MY CROWN, KUS'TA STRENGTHEN THEE, MY TEACHER, KUS'TA STRENGTHEN THEE, MY TURBAN, KUS'TA STRENGTHEN THEE, GUARDIAN OF MY TURBAN, KULJA STRENGTHEN THEE, GREAT FIRST RADIANCE, KUS'TA STRENGTHEN THEE, GREAT FIRST LIGHT, KUS'TA STRENGTHEN YOU, MY BROTHER-PRIESTS, KUS'TA STRENGTHEN YOU, LIFE, MY PARENTS, KUS'TA STRENGTHEN THEE, MY TREASURE, KUS'TA STRENGTHEN THEE, GUARDIAN OF MY TREASURE! WE KISS THEE WITH A PURE MOUTH. (SIXTY-ONE TIMES) IN AN INNER VESSEL THEY CONCEALED THEE. THE WELLSPRING OF LIVING WATERS HATH BLESSED THEE, AND THE NAS'IRUTHA WHICH EMANATED THEREFROM WILL BE THINE ASSUAGEMENT, IT WILL BE THY PORTION. AND TREASURE WILL ARISE TO ITS OWNER. AND THOU, LIFE, WILT BE VICTORIOUS FOR EVER AND EVER! AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
(...)
THE LETTER
CHAPTER 382
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
VINES SHONE IN THE WATERS:
MIGHTY ONES WERE CONFIRMED
FOR PERFECTING, FOR CLEARING THE WATERS,
ESTABLISHING YOUR LIKENESS AND GIVING US LIGHT
LET YOUR RADIANCE SHINE UPON US, GREAT 'UTHRAS!
SHINE, SHINE FORTH, COME IN MYSTIC TRANSFIGURATION,
LET YOUR RADIANCE SHINE FORTH AND THE RADIANCE OF THE KING.
LET YOUR FRAGRANCE COME AND OVERPOWER (US WITH ITS SWEETNESS)
[THIS HYMN THE GANZIBRA SHALL PRONOUNCE OVER THE WINE-BOWL, GIVING IT TO THE BARUKA (BLESSER) AND TO THE TWO WITNESSES.]
CHAPTER 383
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
ON THE DAY THAT HIBIL-ZIWA
WALKED WITH YAWAR,
MYRTLE WITH THEM WAS PLENTIFUL,
PLENTIFUL WAS THE MYRTLE,
AND TO YAWAR HE GAVE IT,
INTO HIS RIGHT HAND.
AND HE SAID TO HIM,
"TAKE FROM ME FRESH MYRTLE
AND PRONOUNCE BLESSING IN THE SHKINATA
ITS BLESSING PRONOUNCE IN THE SHKINATA.
THEN YAWAR OPENED HIS MOUTH,
BLESSING HIBIL-ZIWA, BLESSING HIBIL-ZIWA
AND SAID TO HIM, "BLESSED ART THOU,
OUR FATHER, HIBIL-ZIWA!
LIKE THE MYRTLE THAT IS IN THY RIGHT HAND
THY ROOT SHALL FLOURISH
LIKE THE ROOT OF FRESH MYRTLE:
AND THOU SHALT HAVE STRENGTH AND INCREASE
LIKE THE LIVING WATERS".
[THE "BLESSERS" RECITE THIS HYMN AND GIVE MYRTLE TO THE GANZIBRA.]
CHAPTER 384
MYRTLE, MYRTLE! THE KING TOOK IT;
THE KING WAS SURROUNDED BY THE PERFUME OF MYRTLE,
THE KING WAS SURROUNDED BY MYRTLE-PERFUME,
AND BLESSING HIBIL-ZIWA,
HE SAID, BLESSING HIBIL-ZIWA,
"BLESSED ART THOU, OUR FATHER HIBIL-ZIWA,
WHO HAST BROUGHT THIS PLANT OF FRESH MYRTLE
AND HAST SET IT UP IN THE DWELLINGS OF 'UTHRAS.
THE DWELLINGS SHINE IN ITS BRIGHTNESS
AND DELIGHT IN ITS FRAGRANCE FOR EVER.
[THE GANZIBRA RECITES THIS HYMN AND TAKETH THE MYRTLE FROM THE "BLESSERS".]
CHAPTER 385
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
ALL WHO INHALE THY PERFUME AND ARE CROWNED BY THEE
SIXTY HEINOUS SINS WILL FALL AWAY FROM HIM.
AND ALL PURE SPOUSES WILL BE MADE PERFECT,
DELIVERED FROM EVIL ACTIONS.
(THOSE) WHO TWINE THE WREATHS AND SET THEM ON OUR HEADS
WILL ARISE WITHOUT SPOT AND BEHOLD THE PLACE OF LIGHT.
(THE GANZIBRA RECITETH THIS PRAYER OVER THE MYRTLE, INHALETH ITS FRAGRANCE AND GIVETH IT TO THE SHGANDA (ACOLYTE) TO SMELL, AND TO THE "BLESSERS" AND ALL PERSONS PRESENT; THEN HE THROWETH THE MYRTLE INTO THE JORDAN AND (FOLDS AND) PUTTETH AWAY THE BANNER. AND (THEN) THEY "HONOUR THEIR CROWNS.")
[NOTE. -- HERE D. C. 3 P. 328 HAS A COLOPHON WHICH BEGINS: --]
THESE ARE THE PRAYERS FOR THE PIHTANIA (BREADS) AND ALL THE BLESSINGS OF THE BLESSED OBLATION WHICH I COPIED FOR MY BROTHERS AND PARENTS SO THAT THERE MAY BE SUPPORT AND A GUARDIAN FOR US ON EARTH AND FORGIVING OF SINS BEFORE THE LIFE, MY PARENTS, IN THE WORLDS OF LIGHT, SO THAT THEY MAY BE INSTRUCTED THEREIN. I AM POOR, LOWLY... ETC.
[NOTE. -- BEFORE NO. 386D.C. 3 INSERTS:
CHAPTER 386
SEE PRAYER NO. 329.
[THE RUBRIC DIFFERS SLIGHTLY, SO I GIVE IT:]
[THIS IS A HYMN FOR CONSECRATION OF CROWNS ON THE SUNDAY WHEN THE GANZIBRA WISHES TO CONSECRATE THE COTTON CROWNS FOR THE PRIESTS. WEARING HIS VESTMENTS, WITH THE (NOVICE'S) VESTMENTS AND THE CROWNS IN HIS RIGHT HAND AND HIS STAFF IN HIS LEFT, HE GOES TO THE BANK OF THE JORDAN, GRASPING THE CROWNS WHICH HE WISHES TO CONSECRATE TOGETHER WITH HIS OWN IN HIS RIGHT HAND. THEN, AFTER PERFORMING RITUAL ABLUTION IN THE JORDAN, HE APPROACHES THE CULT-HUT AND EXAMINES EACH (ITEM) OF THE VESTMENTS, AND RECITES THE 'SALUTATION' AT THE DOOR OF MERCIES (I.E. FACING NORTH), TO (AS MANY) KINGS AS HE IS ABLE. AFTER THAT HE SHALL RECITE THIS HYMN ONCE OVER EACH CROWN. AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS!]
CHAPTER 387
SEE PRAYER NO. 305.
CHAPTER 388
SEE PRAYER NO. 306.
CHAPTER 389
SEE PRAYER NO. 307.
CHAPTER 390
SEE PRAYER NO. 308.
CHAPTER 391
SEE PRAYER NO. 309.

CHAPTER 392
SEE PRAYER NO. 310.
CHAPTER 393
SEE PRAYER NO. 311.
[THE GANZIBRA SHALL RECITE THESE SEVEN HYMNS OF THE GREAT SHISHLAM WHEN HE PLACETH THE CROWN ON THE POSTULANT. AND THE PRIESTS SHALL RECITE THESE SEVEN OTHER HYMNS, AND GIVE THEIR REPONSES.]
CHAPTER 394
SEE PRAYER NO. 312.
CHAPTER 395
SEE PRAYER NO. 313.
CHAPTER 396
SEE PRAYER NO. 314.
CHAPTER 397
SEE PRAYER NO. 315.
CHAPTER 398
SEE PRAYER NO. 316 AND 317.
CHAPTER 399
SEE PRAYER NO. 318 AND THE RUBRIC WHICH FOLLOWS IT.
CHAPTER 400
SEE PRAYER NO. 319 AND THE RUBRIC WHICH FOLLOWS IT.
CHAPTER 401
SEE PRAYER NO. 320 AND THE RUBRIC WHICH FOLLOWS IT.
CHAPTER 402
SEE PRAYER NO. 321 AND THE RUBRIC WHICH FOLLOWS IT.
CHAPTER 403
SEE PRAYER NO. 322 AND COMPARE PRAYER 386.
CHAPTER 404
SEE PRAYER NO. 323 AND THE RUBRIC WHICH FOLLOWS IT.
CHAPTER 405
SEE PRAYER NO. 324 AND THE RUBRIC WHICH FOLLOWS IT.
CHAPTER 406
SEE PRAYER NO. 325 AND THE RUBRIC WHICH FOLLOWS IT.
CHAPTER 407
SEE PRAYER NO. 326 AND THE RUBRIC WHICH FOLLOWS IT.
CHAPTER 408
SEE PRAYER NO. 327 AND THE RUBRIC WHICH FOLLOWS IT.
CHAPTER 409
SEE PRAYER NO. 328 AND THE RUBRIC WHICH FOLLOWS IT.
[bookmark: Prayer_of_Yahia]CHAPTER 410

PRAYER OF YAHIA
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
HEALTH, VICTORY AND FORGIVING OF SINS BE THERE FOR ME, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUSH, WHO HAVE PRAYED THIS PRAYER AND (THESE) DEVOTIONS. FORGIVING OF SINS BE THERE FOR A MAN WHOSE EYES WAIT UPON HIS FATHER AND WHOSE THOUGHT IS DIRECTED TO THE LIFE AND WHOSE MIND DOTH NOT STRAY FROM KNOWLEDGE-OF-LIFE.
POOR AM I WHO MAKE THIS PETITION: A LOWLY MAN WHO HATH KEPT ALOOF FROM THE SEVEN. AND I SAY "O LORD OF THE LOFTY FIRMAMENT, (O) BEING WHO ACCEPTETH REQUEST, RECEIVE MY PRAYER AND MY PRAISE HERE; GUIDE IT WITH THY DIRECTING (POWER), GRANT ME A PLACE IN THY PLACE, GIVE ME A DWELLING IN THY WORLD. DO NOT QUESTION ME ABOUT MY SINS AND THE BURDEN WHICH HATH WEIGHED DOWN MY SOUL IN THIS WORLD. BEHOLD ME, WHO HAVE SOUGHT PURIFICATION BEFORE THEE! LOOK ON ME, WHO HAVE BORNE PERSECUTION FOR THY NAME! END FOR ME ACTS OF VIOLENCE, FOR I AM THY SERVANT AND THY CHILD. NOW I HUMBLE MYSELF AND MY CHILDREN TO THY NAME, FOR I HAVE BEEN TRUE TO THY NAME, AND SPEAK (IT) IN MY HEART AND TALK (OF IT) IN MY MIND. AND I SUBDUE MY FORM AND MY LOINS, (O) SHIHRIALIA SHILIA, SUPERIOR TO ALL GLORIES, BEFORE THE PURE LIGHT WHICH IS ABOVE ALL LIGHTS.
AND I SAY, "O LORD OF GLEAMING BANNERS, LORD OF MYSTIC BOOKS, LORD OF "LETTERS-OF-TRUTH". LORD OF PRAYER AND PRAISE, HE WHO UPLIFTETH THE PRAYER OF 'UTHRAS AND SPONSORS THE PRAISE GIVING OF KINGS, SUPPORT OF PRAYERFUL THOUGHTS! LET THERE BE STRENGTH AND CONSTANCY FOR ALL LOVERS OF THY NAME! LOOK UPON ME WITH YOUR EYES AND PITY ME IN YOUR HEART! SUPPORT ME WITH YOUR STRENGTH, CLOTHE ME WITH YOUR GLORY, COVER ME WITH YOUR LIGHT. CUT ME NOT OFF FROM YOURSELF! AND PUT FAR FROM ME FEAR, DREAD AND TERROR OF THE SEVEN STARS AND THE TWELVE CONSTELLATIONS: DELIVER ME FROM THE HANDS OF THE WICKED, AND LOOSEN MY FEET FROM THE BONDS OF DEATH. CUT ME NOT OFF FROM YOUR PRESENCE. ARM ME AGAINST ALL THAT IS EVIL: BE FOR ME A BULWARK AGAINST REBELS AND A HAND OF TRUTH AGAINST THE DESTRUCTIVE POWERS OF THIS WORLD. TURN AWAY, REPULSE FROM ME INSECURITY (?), POVERTY, ILL-LUCK, LACK OF SLEEP AND HOURS OF AGITATION, AN EVIL DAY AND BLOWS (ONSLAUGHTS) WHICH OCCUR ALL THE TIME. BE TO ME LIFE IN LIFE; GIVE ME TO DRINK OF FRESHLY-FLOWING WATER OF LIFE. SET UP FOR ME A KANA D-ZIDQA, A TABLE AND GOOD FORTUNE SO THAT THEY ARE FULLY SUPPLIED BY NASIRUTHA. AND MY BRETHREN WILL BE WITH ME AND WILL PROVIDE (ME WITH) A PEACEFUL TRANSPLANTING: MY WIFE, MY PLANTS (CHILDREN), AND MY PRIESTS SHALL ACCOMPLISH IT.
I SHALL DEPART AND COME TOWARDS YOU AFTER A (RITUALLY) PERFECT DEPARTURE (DEATH), WITH PURE OIL, AND WITH THE PROVEN SIGN; IN RIPENESS OF YEARS, WITHOUT FEEBLENESS, IN A BLESSED OLD AGE, IN MY OWN HOME.
LOOK ON THE PLANTS, MARVEL AT THE SHUALANIA (THOSE ENTERING THE PRIESTHOOD UNDER TUITION); THEN LET THERE BE WITH YOU A FORGIVER OF SINS FOR ME, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUSH WHO HAVE PRAYED THIS PRAYER AND THESE "DEVOTIONS". FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR ME, FOR MY FATHER AND MOTHER, FOR MY TEACHER, FOR MY WIFE, FOR MY OFFSPRING, FOR MY PRIESTS AND FOR ALL SOULS WHO AROSE AT THE NAME OF LIFE AND VERIFIED THE SIGN OF MANDA-D-HIIA WITH PIOUS AND BELIEVING HEART.
YEA, LIFE, VERILY LIFE, LIFE WITH THE VICTORIOUS THERE SHALL BE FOR THOSE LOVE THEIR NAME! THEY WILL NOT SEVER THE HOLY UNION KNIT BETWEEN LIVING ONES, WITH THOSE WHO KNOW THE LIFE AND BELIEVE IN THE LIFE, AND WITH THOSE WHO TEACH US THE FAITH. AND LIFE ABIDETH IN ITS DWELLINGS AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS OVER ALL WORKS!
AND NOW (I ASK) OF LIFE, YOUR COMPASSION, YOUR FORGIVENESS, YOUR RECONCILIATION AND YOUR COMPASSION, YOURS, GREAT FIRST LIFE! PITY, FORGIVE, AWAKE AND HAVE COMPASSION UPON THIS MY SOUL, MINE, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUSH WHO HAVE PRAYED THIS PRAYER AND THESE "DEVOTIONS". LET THERE BE FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR ME! (THRICE); FOR ME AND FOR MY FATHER, MY MOTHER, MY TEACHER, MY WIFE AND MY WIFE AND MY PLANTS (CHILDREN) AND MY PRIESTS WHO HAVE PLACED BREAD AND (RITUAL) FOOD (HERE), (AND) YOU, MY FATHERS, MY TEACHERS, MY INSTRUCTORS AND THOSE WHO TAUGHT ME THE FAITH, WHEN YE SUPPORTED ME FROM THE LEFT TO THE RIGHT. FORGIVENESS OF SINS BE THERE FOR YOU! LIFE ABIDETH IN ITS DWELLINGS AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS OVER ALL WORKS!
[THIS IS A PRAYER (CALLED) YAHIA'S PETITION ("JOHN'S PRAYER"). PRAY IT IN ALL YOUR DEVOTIONS.]
[bookmark: Other_Hymns]OTHER HYMNS
CHAPTER 411

[THIS IS THE GREAT COMMEMORATIVE PRAYER KNOWN AS "OUR FOREFATHERS". IT IS USUALLY PRECEDED BY THE TAB TABA LTABIA PRAYER AS IN PRAYER 170. IT IS RECITED AT EVERY RITE FOR THE DEPARTED.]
OUR FOREFATHERS, THERE SHALL BE FORGIVING OF SINS FOR THEM. YUSHAMIN SON OF DMUTH-HIIA, THERE WILL BE FORGIVING OF SINS FOR HIM.
.... (THE PRAYER CONTINUES FROM THIS PART AS IN PRAYER 170, INSERTING THE NAME OF THE COPYIST, ADAM-YUHANA SON OF MAHNUSH, AND HIS RELATIVES, AND TEACHER WHEREVER SUCH INSERTIONS ARE CUSTOMARY. THE INSERTIONS ARE CALLED ZHARIA, "INJUNCTIONS", "RUBRICS")
[THIS IS THE CHANT OF "OUR FOREFATHERS".]
CHAPTER 412
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE.
THEN, WHEN SHE (THE SOUL) REACHETH THE SEVEN MYSTERIES,
SERVANTS OF THE SEVEN GO OUT TOWARDS HER
AND COME AND SURROUND HER AND QUESTION HER.
AND THEY SAID TO HER "O SOUL, WHENCE COMEST THOU?
AND WHITHER GOEST THOU?" SHE SAID TO THEM,
"I COME FROM THE BODY THE NAME OF WHICH IS EARTH.
AND I GO TOWARD THE GOOD KIMSA".
THEY SAY TO HER "SERVANT OF WHOM, ART THOU?
MESSENGER OF WHOM ART THOU CALLED?"
SHE SAID TO THEM "I AM THE SERVANT OF THE BELOVED KIMSA
AND THE ENVOY OF THE VAST ETHER".
THEN THEY BLESS HER AND COMMEND HER AND SAY TO HER,
"ALL WHO KNOW THIS (PASS-) WORD SHALL RISE
TOWARDS THE GOOD KIMSA".
FOR THEY SEEK TO GRASP THE MYSTERY OF THE BODY
AND (SO) QUESTION HER.
AND THEREUPON SHE ASCENDETH
TOWARDS THE GOOD KIMSA.
[THIS IS A PRAYER ABOUT THE QUESTIONING OF THE SOUL.]
CHAPTER 413

[SEE PRAYER 177.]
CHAPTER 414
MY LORD BE PRAISED!
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE!
ON THE DAY WHEN THE RADIANCE WITHIN RADIANCE
BROKE THROUGH AND EMERGED,
A COUNTERPART OF THE JORDAN WAS FORMED IN MIRRORS;
IN MIRRORS A COUNTERPART OF THE JORDAN WAS FORMED.
AND WATER WAS PRODUCED IN THE ETHER.
THE JORDAN EMERGED IN ITS GLORY
AND THE WATER WAS INTERMINGLED WITH THE ETHER,
INTERMINGLED WAS WATER WITH ETHER.
AND THE STRENGTH OF LIGHT INCREASED GREATLY,
WAS INCREASED AND ESTABLISHED.
A WREATH THEY TWISTED INTO CROWNS
(OF) MYRTLE LEAVES. AND TREES BORE THEIR BURDEN (FRUIT)
NASIRUTHA SPOKE THEREIN TO KINGS (PRIESTS)
AND THEIR PURITIES WERE INTERTWINED.
(THE BRIDEGROOM SHALL RECITE THIS PRAYER WHEN ENTERING HIS HOUSE BEFORE HE "TAKETH KUSHTA WITH HIS WIFE". THEN HE SHALL "HONOUR" HIS CROWN. BEWARE OF PERFORMING A MARRIAGE OI (ENTERING INTO) A PARTNERSHIP WHEN THE MOON IS IN CANCER, CAPRICORNUS, SAGITTARIUS OR SCORPIO: THEY ARE EVIL DAYS FOR A WEDDING.)
THE HARAN GAWAITHA
THE HARAN GAWAITA AND THE BAPTISM OF HIBIL-ZIWA: 
THE MANDAIC TEXT REPRODUCED TOGETHER WITH TRANSLATION, NOTES, AND COMMENTARY 
MY LORD BE PRAISED. IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE, HEALING, VINDICATION, HEALTH, SOUNDNESS, SPEAKING AND HEARING, JOY OF HEART AND FORGIVING OF SINS BE THERE FOR ME, ZAKIA ZIHRUN SON OF S'ADIA, AND FOR MY OFFSPRING AND BROTHERS (AND SISTERS), AND FOR MY PARENTS, IN THE STRENGTH OF YAWAR ZIWA AND SIMAT-HIIA! FINIS.
...AND HARAN GAWAITA RECEIVETH HIM AND THAT CITY IN WHICH THERE WERE NAZOREANS, BECAUSE THERE WAS NO ROAD FOR THE JEWISH RULERS. OVER THEM WAS KING ARDBAN. AND SIXTY THOUSAND NAZOREANS ABANDONED THE SIGN OF THE SEVEN AND ENTERED THE MEDIAN HILLS, A PLACE WHERE WE WERE FREE FROM DOMINATION BY ALL OTHER RACES. AND THEY BUILT CULT-HUTS (BIMANDIA) AND ABODE IN THE CALL OF THE LIFE AND IN THE STRENGTH OF THE HIGH KING OF LIGHT UNTIL THEY CAME TO THEIR END. AND THEY LOVED THE LORD, THAT IS, ADONAI, UNTIL IN THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL THERE WAS CREATED SOMETHING WHICH WAS NOT PLACED IN THE WOMB OF MARY, A DAUGHTER OF MOSES. IT WAS HIDDEN IN HER WOMB FOR NINE MONTHS AND BEWITCHED HER UNTIL THE NINE MONTHS WERE FULFILLED AND SHE WAS IN LABOUR AND BROUGHT FORTH A MESSIAH.
.. AND HE CALLED THE PEOPLE TO HIMSELF AND SPOKE OF HIS DEATH AND TOOK AWAY SOME OF MYSTERIES OF THE (SACRED?) MEAL AND ABSTAINED FROM THE FOOD. AND HE TOOK TO HIMSELF A PEOPLE AND WAS CALLED BY THE NAME OF THE FALSE MESSIAH. AND HE PERVERTED THEM ALL AND MADE THEM LIKE HIMSELF WHO PERVERTED WORDS OF LIFE AND CHANGED THEM INTO DARKNESS AND EVEN PERVERTED THOSE ACCOUNTED MINE. AND HE OVERTURNED ALL THE RITES. AND HE AND HIS BROTHER DWELL ON MOUNT SINAI, AND HE JOINETH ALL RACES TO HIM, AND PERVERTETH AND JOINETH TO HIMSELF A PEOPLE, AND THEY ARE CALLED CHRISTIANS. ...AND FROM NISRAT (NAZARETH), A CITY OF THE JEWS, WHICH IS CALLED THE CITY OF QUM...
...BECAUSE IT IS A SHRINE; FOR MERCURY FOUNDED A COMMUNITY IN QUM, AND SATURN FOUNDED A COMMUNITY IN SINAI... (JEWS WERE SETTLED) IN THE ARAB REGION WHICH IS CALLED BASRA, WHICH IS (ALSO) CALLED SUFAT-ZABA...
...ONE. THE FIRST LIFE CONCEIVED A PLAN FOR GAINING A GRASP IN ORDER TO DESTROY THE MYSTERIES OF ADONAI FROM THE SEAS AND TO DESTROY THE PLOT OF RUHA AND ADONAI WHICH CAME (EMANATED) FROM THE HOUSE OF RUHA; TO RUIN THE SCHEME OF RUHA BEFORE THE PRESENCE OF THE GREAT FATHER OF GLORY AND TO PROPAGATE THE MYSTERIES (OF THE GREAT LIFE?) ...IN TMARI, THE PURE JORDAN, AND BORE WITNESS TO THE TRUTH. AND IN THE GREAT JORDAN A PURE SEED WAS FORMED... AND CAME AND WAS SOWN IN THE WOMB OF 'NISBAI, SO THAT FROM IT A CHILD MIGHT COME INTO BEING, A PROPHET OF THE GREAT FATHER OF GLORY, PRAISED BE HIS NAME! IN ORDER TO DESTROY THE BUILDING OF RUHA AND ADONAI.
...IN THE HOUSE WHICH RUHA AND HER SEVEN SONS BUILT I SUR- ROUNDED ALL THE DISTRICT...
...MADAI, WHICH RUHA AND HER SEVEN SONS COULD NOT REACH BECAUSE ON IT (WERE PEOPLE WHO BELONGED?) TO HIBIL-ZIWA...OF THE LIFE, AND TO PROPAGATE A RACE IN THE HOUSE WHICH RUHA AND HER SEVEN SONS BUILT, SO THAT SHE SHOULD NOT HAVE DOMINION...IN THE MIDST OF THE WORLDS, AND HE SHALL BE CALLED YAHIA-YUHANA, THE PROPHET OF KUSTA , THE APOSTLE... WHO DWELT AT THE CITY OF JERUSALEM; A HEALER WHOSE MEDICINE WAS WATER OF LIFE, A HEALER THAT HEALETH... (EVIL SPIRITS?) WHICH GO FORTH FROM RUHA AND ADONAI TO DESTROY THE PHYSICAL BODY.
...THEN...WHEN THE BOY WAS BORN ANUS'-'UTHRA CAME BY COM- MAND OF THE GREAT FATHER OF GLORY AND THEY CAME BEFORE HIBIL-ZIWA BY COMMAND OF THE GREAT FATHER OF GLORY AND TRAVELLED OVER DESERTS TOWARDS MOUNT SINAI AND PROCEEDED ... TOWARDS A COMMUNITY CALLED RUHA'S THAT IS SITUATED NEAR THE PLACE WHERE THE ARK WAS BUILT (...?) AND SHE WILL BE A DELIVERER (MIDWIFE) TO THE CHILD...INTO PARWAN, THE WHITE MOUNTAIN, AN EARTHLY PLACE. AND (IN?) THAT PLACE THE FRUIT AND SKY ARE LARGE. THERE... (GROWETH?) THE TREE WHICH NOURISHETH INFANTS. AND THEY TOOK BACK SUFNAI THE LILITH TO A (?) PLACE SO THAT WHEN THEY SHOULD PERFORM A LIVING BAPTISM TO PURIFY THE CHILD, THE APOSTLE OF KUSTA, YAHIA-YUHANA...
...AND THEY DID NOT ALTER THE ORDER OR COMMANDS WHICH EMANATED FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE GREAT FATHER OF GLORY...SUFNAI THE LILITH TOOK HIM (THE CHILD) BEFORE THE EYES OF HIS MOTHER FELL UPON HIM...AT THE ORDER OF ANUS'-'UTHRA. AND THEY MOUNTED UP TOWARDS PARWAN, THE WHITE MOUNTAIN... (A PLACE WHERE) FRUIT AND SKY IS (ARE?) LARGE. THERE THEY SET DOWN YAHIA NEAR THE TREE WHICH NOURISHETH NURSLINGS... THEN SUFNAI THE LILITH RETURNED TO HER PLACE. WHEN THIRTY DAYS HAD PASSED, HIBIL-ZIWA CAME AT THE COMMAND OF THE GREAT FIRST FATHER OF GLORY, AND HE CAME TO THE MEDIAN HILL-COUNTRY AND SENT ANUS'-'UTHRA TO BIHRAM, SON OF 'UTHRAS AND TO THE MEDIAN MOUNTAINS. AND THEY TOOK BIHRAM FROM THE MEDIAN HILLS AND WENT... (TO PARWAN?) AND PERFORMED BAPTISM AND BAPTISED THE CHILD BESIDE THE TREE THAT NOURISHETH NURSLINGS. AND (WHEN) HE WAS SEVEN YEARS OLD, ANUS'-'UTHRA CAME AND WROTE FOR HIM THE A, BA, GA, DA.
...AND, UNTIL HE WAS TWENTY-TWO YEARS OLD, HE TAUGHT HIM ABOUT ALL NASIRUTHA. '
...THEN, AT THE COMMAND OF THE GREAT FATHER OF GLORY HE SET THE CROWN ON HIM AND SEATED HIM BESIDE HIMSELF, UNTIL THEY CAME TO THE CITY OF JERUSALEM AMONGST THE COMMUNITY WHICH RUHA FOUNDED...ALL BELONGED TO HER AND TO HER SEVEN SONS EXCEPT (THOSE FROM?) THE MEDIAN HILLS, AHARAN...
…HIBIL-ZIWA, OF THE MEDIAN HILLS, UPON WHICH THEY WANDERED FROM MOUNTAIN TO MOUNTAIN...MOUNTAIN TO THE CITY OF THE NAZOREANS IS A DISTANCE OF SIX THOUSAND PARASANGS; IT IS CALLED THE ENCLAVE ('HDARA') OF HIBIL-ZIWA... THEN YAHIA-YUHANA TOOK THE JORDAN AND THE MEDICINE WATER (OF LIFE) ...AND HE CLEANSED LEPERS, OPENED (THE EYES OF) THE BLIND AND LIFTED THE BROKEN (MAIMED) TO WALK ON THEIR FEET...BY THE STRENGTH OF THE LOFTY KING OF LIGHT - PRAISED BE HIS NAME! - AND GAVE SPEECH AND HEARING TO ALL WHO SOUGHT (HIM). AND HE WAS CALLED IN THE WORLD " ENVOY OF THE HIGH KING OF LIGHT " - PRAISED BE HIS NAME! - (EVEN) AT THE (VERY) ABODE AND BUILDING OF RUHA AND ADONAI AND HER SEVEN SONS. AND HE TAUGHT DISCIPLES AND PROCLAIMED THE CALL OF THE LIFE IN THE FALLEN HOUSE (TEMPLE?). FORTY-TWO YEARS (HE DWELT) THEREIN, AND THEN HIS TRANSPLANTER LOOKED UPON HIM AND HE AROSE WITH HIS TRANSPLANTER, PRAISED BE HIS NAME! ---AND A TIME ARRIVED, SIXTY YEARS AFTER YAHIA-YUHANA HAD DEPARTED THE BODY ... THE JEWS, JUST AS THEIR FORMER STRENGTH (RETURNED?) TO RUHA AND ADONAI, WHO BECAME ARROGANT... HENCE, AFTER SIXTY YEARS, RUHA AND ADONAI PLANNED TO ERECT... THE FALLEN HOUSE (TEMPLE?) AND SPOKE TO MOSES THE PROPHET AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WHO HAD BUILT THE HOUSE (TEMPLE)... THEN THEY RAISED AN IDLE CRY AGAINST THE TRIBES OF ANUS'-'UTHRA, THE HEAD OF THE AGE, AND SHED THEIR BLOOD SO THAT NOT A MAN OF THE DISCIPLES AND NAZOREANS WERE LEFT... THEN THE JORDAN AND ITS TRIBUTARIES SHRANK BACK AND MOUNTED THE DRY LAND BESIDE IT. AND THE LIGHT OF THE BANNERS OF ABATUR AND ANUS'-'UTHRA (WAS QUENCHED?) ... THEN RUHA SCATTERED THE JEWS... WHO IS CALLED ' OF THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN ', AND THEN ADONAI SENT A STAFF... AND HE SPOKE OVER IT AND STRUCK SUF- ZABA AND THE WATERS THAT ABIDE IN SUF-ZABA WERE DIVIDED LIKE THE TWO MOUNTAINS OF A GORGE AND THERE WAS A ROAD. AND RUHA BROUGHT THOSE (JEWS?) OVER SUF-ZABA. AND SHE BUILT FOR THEM, AND PRESSED OUT FOR THEM CLAY BRICK THAT IS SACRED, AND CONSTRUCTED A BUDDING AND THEY SET UP FOR IT COLUMN AFTER COLUMN OF FALSEHOOD, AND RAISED UP EACH (FALLEN?) COLUMN... AND DARKNESS WAS FORMED THEREFROM, AND THEY SETTLED (THEREIN?) THE JEWS, WHO SINNED AND CAUSED HAVOC... (THE NEW JERUSALEM HAD?) THREE WALLS, OF WHICH EACH WAS REMOVED FROM ITS FELLOW, AND HE TEACHETH ABOUT THEM... AND RUHA SURROUNDED THE LATTER JERUSALEM OF THE JEWS (WITH THESE WALLS) AND THEN...RUHA...THE JEWS, AND THEY COULD NOT REMOVE THE WALLS FROM THEM...
THEN ANUS'-'UTHRA MOUNTED UP TO HIS FATHERS AND SAID TO THEM, TO HIS FATHERS: " THOU DIDST BRING THE JEWS AND RUHA OVER SUF-ZABA AND SHE (RUHA) HAS BUILT A BUILDING AND HAS SURROUNDED (IT BY) SEVEN WALLS SO THAT I AM UNABLE (TO AID?) THEIR ARMIES. WHAT HAVE YE ORDERED ABOUT US "?... (IN THIS WISE) DID ANUS'-'UTHRA SPEAK WITH HIS FATHERS, AND TOLD THEM HOW IT HAD HAPPENED. THEN THERE CAME AND AROSE THE GREAT FATHER OF GLORY TOGETHER WITH HIS MILD SON HIBIL...AND THEY ACTED 1, AND THEN HIBIL CAME...TOWARDS ANUS'-'UTHRA AND SAID TO HIM: " GO DOWN INTO MEDIA AND TAKE SEVEN SHAFTS, THAT IS SEVEN DARTS, AND GO AND PRONOUNCE (MAGIC) WORDS OVER THEM. AND TAKE WITH THEE SEVEN GUARDS FROM MOUNT PARWAN AND TAKE FOR THEM BOWS AND THEY SHALL SPEAK OVER THEM SEVEN (MAGIC) WORDS, AND THEY WILL CRUMBLE THE SACRED BRICK IN THE HOUSE OF RUHA; FOR AT EVERY PLACE WHERE THOSE ARROWS FALL FIRE WILL BREAK OUT AND WILL DEVOUR (IT, RISING) INTO THE SKY AND EAT INTO THE GROUND FOR TWELVE NASKS BY VIRTUE OF THOSE PURE AND IMPORTANT SPELLS. AND THE RULE OF RUHA AND HER SEVEN SONS AND OF THE JEWS WILL BE BROUGHT TO NAUGHT FROM NOW UNTIL THE END OF THE WORLD ".
THEREUPON ANUS'-'UTHRA CHANGED NOTHING OF THAT WHICH THEY COMMANDED HIM (TO DO), AND HIBIL-ZIWA CAME AND BURNT AND DESTROYED JERUSALEM AND MADE IT LIKE HEAPS OF RUINS. AND HE WENT TO BAGHDAD AND KILLED (THERE) ALL THE COHENS AND TOOK AWAY GOVERNMENT FROM THEM AND POUNDED (TO) DUST EVERY CITY IN WHICH THERE WERE JEWS. MOREOVER, FOR THE EIGHT HUNDRED YEARS THAT THEIR GOVERNMENT WAS IN BAGHDAD THEY EXERCISED AN AUTONOMY AMONGST THEMSELVES - FOUR HUNDRED RULERS - (FOR) THE DURATION OF A JEWISH AUTONOMY IN BAGHDAD WAS EIGHT HUNDRED YEARS; FOUR HUNDRED RULERS FROM THE JEWS (JEWISH COMMUNITY) WIELDED KINGLY OFFICE. THUS, THE HOUSE OF THE JEWS CAME TO NAUGHT AND MET ITS END, AND THE HOST OF DARKNESS BECAME POWERLESS.
THOSE SEVEN GUARDS, WHO (WERE OF THE?) CHOSEN ELECT, SUMMONED BY ANUS'-'UTHRA AT THE WORD AND COMMAND OF HIBIL-ZIWA, CAME AS THE GREAT FATHER OF GLORY HAD COMMANDED. AND ONE OF THEM WAS ZAZAI SON OF HIBIL-'UTHRA. HIM ANUS'-'UTHRA INSTALLED IN THE CITY OF BAGHDAD. AND ANUS'-'UTHRA INSTALLED ONE WHOSE NAME WAS PAPA SON OF GUDA UPON THE GREAT TIGRIS AND AT THE MOUTH OF THE 'UIAI (KARUN RIVER). AND ONE, NAMED ANUS' SON OF NAT'AR-HIIA, ANUS'- 'UTHRA INSTALLED AT ITS SOURCE. ANUS'-S'AIAR SON OF NJAB (HE INSTALLED) ON THE EUPHRATES, AND ONE WHOSE NAME WAS BRIK-YAWAR SON OF BIHDAD HE PLACED AT PUMBIT (PUMBDITA) A TERRITORY SITUATED AT THE END OF SURA. AND ONE, WHOSE NAME WAS NJAB SON OF BIHRAM, HE PLACED ON THE MOUNTAIN(S) OF GLAZLAK , AND ONE WHOSE NAME WAS SKA-MANDA HE SET AT THE EXTREMITY OF THE MOUNTAIN OF THE WATER- SPRINGS SITUATED AT THE TAIL-END OF THE PARWAN RANGE AT THE PLACE FROM WHICH THOSE SEVEN KINGS WENT FORTH AND DISPERSED, (NAMELY, THOSE SEVEN GUARDS) WHO CAME WITH ANUS'-'UTHRA TO CONQUER DARK- NESS AND TO BRING THE PLOT OF RUHA TO NOUGHT. AND THEY ANNIHILATED THE RULERS OF THE JEWS AND MADE THEM AS IF THEY HAD NEVER EXISTED. AND ANUS' -'UTHRA PLACED THEM (THE SEVEN VICEROYS) AT THE SEVEN CORNERS OF THE HOUSE, UPON THE SEVEN HORNS OF THE WORLDS, IN ORDER TO CRUSH THE POWER OF DARKNESS AND TO ESTABLISH THE CALL OF THE LIFE AND TO MAKE VOID THE REBELLIOUS OUTCRY.
WHEN ANUS'-'UTHRA HAD DONE THAT BY ORDER OF HIBIL-ZIWA WHOM THE GREAT FATHER OF GLORY COMMANDED, ANUS'-'UTHRA WENT TO THE T'URA D MADAI' (MEDIAN MOUNTAINS), CALLED HARAN GAWAITA, AND BROUGHT BHIRA SON OF S'ITIL, A DESCENDANT OF ARTABANUS KING OF THE NAZOREANS AND SET HIM UP IN BAGHDAD (BABYLON) AND INSTALLED HIM IN SOVEREIGN POWER (AS ITS SOVEREIGN). AND IN HIS, COMPANY THERE WERE SIXTY NAZOREANS, AND THE NAZOREANS IN BAGHDAD (BABYLONIA) MULTIPLIED AND BECAME MANY. SOME OF THE TRIBE OF BHIRA SON OF S'ITIL, NAZOREANS, CAME WITH HIM UNTIL THERE WERE FOUR HUNDRED MAS'KNIA IN BAGHDAD.
AND IT WAS REVEALED TO ME (?) AND TO ALL OF THEM IN THIS BOOK, AND THEY ACTED UPON THIS RELIABLE BASER ACTING ACCORDING TO THIS (ITS) LIGHT AND REMOVING NOTHING FROM THIS WRITING OF GREAT REVELATION THAT WAS GIVEN TO ADAM THE FIRST MAN AND TO HIS DESCENDANTS (AND TO) ALL WHO BEAR WITNESS UNTO THIS LIGHT AND ILLUMINATION UNTIL WORLDS' END. NAUGHT SHALL PASS AWAY FROM THE WORD OF THE GREAT FATHER OF GLORY, PRAISED BE HIS NAME! THEN THE SAID ZAZAI, ONE OF THE RIGHTEOUS, ELECT, ROSE TO THE FIRMAMENT AND ABODE WITH YURBAS SIXTY-TWO DAYS, AND ASCENDED TO HIS FATHERS; BUT THOSE (OTHER) SIX CHOSEN RIGHTEOUS ONES SENT FORTH THEIR DESCENDANTS INTO THE WORLD. AND IN THE EARTHLY WORLD THERE ARE SOME OF THE CHILDREN (DESCENDANTS) OF DISCIPLES WHOM YAHIA- YUHANA TAUGHT, AND AMONGST THE NAZOREANS SOME FROM THE FIRST PLANTING OF KINGS FROM THE BEGINNING, MIDDLE AND END; (YEA) THERE ARE SOME AMONGST THE NAZOREANS AT THE LATTER END OF THE AGE, FOR THEY GO FORTH THAT YE MAY BE FILLED, AND NAZOREANS OF THE END OF THE AGE ARE AMONGST THEIR DESCENDANTS. (BUT) FROM THE ROOT OF THOSE DISCIPLES OF YAHIA-YUHANA THERE COME FORTH (ALSO) PEOPLE OF NO DEGREE', FOR, WHEN THEY SPEAK OF " DESCENDANTS OF KINGS OF BAGH- DAD, OF THE KINGDOM IN BAGHDAD ", (THEY FORGET THAT?) TWO HUNDRED AND EIGHTY YEARS HAVE PASSED SINCE SOME OF THE SONS OF THOSE DISCIPLES OF YAHIA-YUHANA WENT FORTH, SO THAT RUHA COMETH AND CONFUSETH THEM AND TWISTETH WORDS AND PERVERTETH SEALS AND CHANGETH PHRASES AND PRAYERS BY AGENCY OF DESCENDANTS OF THOSE DISCIPLES, THAT IS, THOSE DISCIPLES THAT WERE PROPAGATED FROM JEWISH SEED . FOR THE SON OF THE PURE DROP, THE MYSTERY, (WAS OF?) THE JEWS, JERUSALEM OF THE JEWS. RUHA CAUSED THEM TO OBEY THE MYSTERIES OF THE BODY, AND (SO) THEY FELL AWAY FROM PURITY (THE PURE DOCTRINE?). I WILL TELL YOU, (O YE) PRIESTS WHO LIVE IN THE ARAB AGE, (OF THAT WHICH OCCURRED) BEFORE THE SON-OF-SLAUGHTER, THE ARAB, WENT OUT AND PROPHESIED AS A PROPHET IN THE WORLD SO THAT THEY PERFORMED CIRCUMCISION LIKE JEWS AND CHANGED SAYINGS - FOR HE IS THE MOST DEGRADED OF FALSE PROPHETS. MARS ACCOMPANIETH HIM BECAUSE HE IS THE SEAL OF PROPHETS OF THE LIE, (ALTHOUGH) THE MESSIAH WILL APPEAR AFTER HIM AT THE END OF THE AGE! I WILL INFORM YOU, NAZOREANS, THAT BEFORE THE SON-OF-SLAUGHTER, THE ARAB, EMERGED AND WAS CALLED PROPHET IN THE WORLD AND MARS DESCENDED WITH HIM, HE DREW THE SWORD AND CONVERTED PEOPLE TO HIMSELF BY THE SWORD. ABOUT EIGHTY-SIX YEARS BEFORE THE SON-OF-SLAUGHTER, THE ARAB, ADONAI SENT S'URBIS'- RUHA WHO IS HIS SPOUSE, TO THE CITY OF T'IB, CALLED LOCALLY THE CITY OF AS'GANDA BECAUSE OF ALL THAT WAS DONE (DURING) HIS RULE IN BAGHDAD. (FOR) AS'GANDA (DWELT?) IN T'IB; IT WAS HIS NATIVE PLACE; AND IT WAS CALLED " THE CITY OF S'GANDA " (ALSO) BECAUSE IN IT THERE WERE NAZOREANS AND RIS'AMIA (ETHNARCHS)". AND THERE WAS ONE RIS'AMA CALLED QIQIL.
AND ADONAI SENT S'URBIS'-RUHA INTO THIS WORLD AND SAID TO HER: " GO, APPEAR TO QIQIL OF THE NAZOREANS DISGUISED AS HIBIL-ZIWA, SO AS TO TAKE HIS JUDGEMENT AWAY FROM HIM. AND DISTORT THE WORDS BY WHICH THE STRUCTURE OF (THEIR FAITH) IS DEFINED. WHEN THOU HAST DONE THIS, THE WHOLE NATION OF THE NAZOREANS WILL TURN TO US ". AND RUHA-S'URBIS', WIFE OF ADONAI, WENT AND DWELT UPON (ENTERED INTO) QIQIL OF THE NAZOREANS AND DISGUISED HERSELF AS HIBIL-ZIWA - AND THERE IS NONE LOVELIER THAN HIBIL-ZIWA WHOM THE SOUL ACKNOWLEDGE! AND SHE TAKETH AWAY THE JUDGEMENT OF QIQIL AND INSTRUCTETH HIM AND SAITH TO HIM: " I, HIBIL-ZIWA, HAVE BROUGHT PARCHMENT AND REED-PEN, SO WRITE A ROOT OF LIFE AND A SAYING AND A MYSTERY, AND DISSEMINATE (THEM) SEND (THEM) FORTH AND ACT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEM. FOR THE LIFE HATH SENT ME AND I HAVE COME TO THEE ".
THEREUPON QIQIL BROUGHT PARCHMENT AND REED-PEN AND WROTE AND DISTRIBUTED (DOCTRINE EMANATING) FROM RUHA, WHILST HIS UNDERSTANDING WAS REFT FROM HIM. SO, SCHISM ENSUED AMONGST THE NAZOREANS AND CANDIDATES FOR PRIESTHOOD AS RESULT OF THOSE WRITINGS WHICH HE HAD WRITTEN. THEN SHE REMOVED HERSELF FROM HIS PRESENCE, AND QIQIL'S MIND AND UNDERSTANDING RETURNED AND HE RECANTED HIS WORDS AND REVOKED PHYLACTERIES (SCROLLS?) OF HER CONSTRUCTION AND THAT WHICH HAD BEEN TAUGHT TO HIM BY RUHA, YEA, EVERY WRITING THAT HE HAD BY HIM OF THOSE WRITINGS (DICTATED) BY RUHA, HE BURNT IN THE FIRE. AND HE SENT TO THE NAZOREANS AND CANDIDATES FOR PRIEST- HOOD (SAYING): " BRING THE WRITINGS WHICH I GIVE (GAVE?) YOU; BURN THEM WITH FIRE, FOR SHE (RUHA) DELUDED ME WHEN I KNEW NOT FROM WHOM SHE CAME ". AND HE TOOK AWAY HIS WRITING FROM SUCH NAZOREANS AS PRACTICED THE ORTHODOX FAITH, AND THEY GAVE IT TO HIM AND HE BURNT IT IN THE FIRE. BUT ALL THOSE WHO WERE OF THE ROOT OF THE JEWS DID NOT BRING IT BACK NOR GIVE IT TO QIQIL, AND SOME OF THOSE WRITINGS REMAINED WITH THEM.
AND HIBIL-ZIWA HATH DELIVERED THIS SAYING AND WARNING TO NAZOREANS WHO EXIST AT THE END OF THE LAST AGE: " BEWARE, AND AGAIN BEWARE! ACT ONLY (IN ACCORDANCE) WITH THIS WRITING OF THE GREAT REVELATION. THE (MANDAEAN) ROOT (CHURCH) SHALL BE STEADFAST, SHALL TESTIFY, SHALL ACT AND NOT NEGLECT THIS PURE WARNING, AND (SO) WILL ASCEND TO THE PRESENCE OF THE FATHER. (BUT) ANY MAN WHO DOTH NOT TESTIFY TO THIS WAY OR LAY HOLD OF IT, SEEKETH DARKNESS AND WILL FALL. (0) YE NAZOREANS THAT SHALL EXIST AT THE END OF THE LAST AGE, I EXHORT YOU, BE FIRM AND ACT ACCORDING TO THIS BOOK - ITS NAME IS THE GREAT REVELATION. FOR AT THAT TIME PEOPLES, NATIONS AND TONGUES WILL MULTIPLY, AND EVERY INDIVIDUAL WILL SEEK HIS OWN GAIN. AND BOOKS AND RELIGIOUS TREATISES OF RUHA AND ADONAI ('S MAKING) WILL BE MANY, AND THROUGH THEM SOULS WILL SINK DOWN TO THE DARKNESS ". THUS, BEFORE THE APPEARANCE OF THE SON-OF-SLAUGHTER, THE ARAB, THE CHRISTIAN, IDUMAEAN, JEWISH, HURDABAEAN AND DILBILAEAN PEOPLES BECAME MANY. THE PEOPLES WERE DIVIDED AND LANGUAGES BECAME NUMEROUS; EVEN THE LANGUAGES OF NAZOREANS MULTIPLIED. THIS; AND THEN SOVEREIGNTY WAS TAKEN FROM THE DESCENDANTS OF KING ARTABANUS, AND (THEY WERE DRIVEN) FROM BAGHDAD; THE HARDBAEANS (SASANIANS) TAKING OVER THE KINGDOM. (NEVERTHELESS) THERE REMAINED ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY BANNERS AND BIMANDIAIA IN BAGHDAD.
AND SO, A HARDABAEAN (SASANIAN) DYNASTY RULED FOR THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY YEARS, AND THEN THE SON OF SLAUGHTER, THE ARAB, SET UP AS KING, WENT FORTH AND TOOK A PEOPLE TO HIMSELF AND PERFORMED CIRCUMCISION. (EVEN THEN), AFTER THIS HAD HAPPENED AND THESE EVENTS HAD TAKEN PLACE, SIXTY BANNERS (STILL) REMAINED AND PERTAINED TO ME IN BAGHDAD. THEN HE TOOK THE SWORD AND PUT TO THE SWORD FROM THE CITY OF DAMASCUS UNTO BIT DUBAR, WHICH IS CALLED BDIN. HE GOVERNED IT, ALL AND RULED OVER THE LORD OF THE HILL-COUNTRY OF THE PERSIANS WHO ARE CALLED HARDBAEANS AND TOOK AWAY SOVEREIGNTY FROM THEM.
THEN, WHEN THIS HAD TAKEN PLACE, IN TIME THERE CAME (ONE) ANUS', CALLED THE SON OF DANQA, FROM THE UPLANDS OF THE ARSAIIA [FROM (TO?) THE CITY OF BAGHDAD BIS'US' KINGS OF THE PLANTING OF ARTABANUS, AND BROUGHT IN HIS OWN, BELONGING TO MUHAMMAD SON OF 'ABDALLAH SON-OF-SLAUGHTER, THE ARAB, WHEN HE WAS SEVEN HUNDRED YEARS OLD]. AND HE TOOK HIM FROM HIS CITY TO SUF-ZABA WHICH IS CALLED BASRAH, AND SHOWED HIM THE HILL-COUNTRY OF THE PERSIANS (UNTO) THE CITY OF BAGHDAD. AND ANUS' (-'UTHRA?) INSTRUCTED THE SON-OF-SLAUGHTER, AS HE HAD INSTRUCTED ANUS'-SON-OF DANQA, ABOUT THIS BOOK (COMPILED) BY HIS FATHERS, UPON WHICH ALL KINGS OF THE NAZOREANS STOOD FIRM. AND A LIST OF KINGS IS IN THIS BOOK, WHICH TEACHETH (CHRONICLES) FROM ADAM, KING OF THE WORLD, UNTO KING ARTABANUS, (YEA EVEN) UNTO ANUS'-SON-OF-DANQA, WHO WERE (ALL?) OF THE CHOSEN ROOT. THEN HE TOLD HIM ABOUT THE KING OF THE ARDUBAIIA (SASANIANS); ABOUT AII HE SOUGHT TO DO AND (OF) HIS CONNECTION WITH THE CHILDREN OF THE GREAT NATION OF LIFE, IN ORDER THAT THEY (THE MOSLEMS) SHOULD NOT HARM THE NAZOREANS WHO LIVED IN THE ERA OF HIS GOVERNMENT. THUS, DID ANUS'-SON-OF-DANQA EXPLAIN AND SPEAK SO THAT, THROUGH THE POWER OF THE LOFTY KING OF LIGHT - PRAISED BE HIS NAME! - IT WAS NOT PERMITTED TO THE SON-OF-SLAUGHTER, THE ARAB, TO HARM THE CONGREGATION OF SOULS, OWING TO THE PROTECTION AFFORDED BY THESE EXPLANATIONS OF THE GREAT REVELATION - PRAISED BE ITS NAME! AND, CONCERNING THAT WHICH I FOUND IN THESE COMMENTARIES ON THE GREAT REVELATION, I FOUND NOT (ITS EQUAL?) AMONGST ALL THE TREATISES AND MIS'RRIA AND MISCELLANIES ABOUT THE GREAT LIFE WHICH WERE IN LIBRARIES AND IN MY POSSESSION. I WENT [A] ROUND TO ALL THE NAZOREAN RIS'-AMIA THAT THERE WERE; I SAW MANY SCRIPTS, WRITINGS OF RESEARCH AND MANUSCRIPTS OF THE GREAT REVELATION, BUT SAW NOT THE LIKE OF THIS WELL-ESTABLISHED SOURCE. FOR IT IS RELIABLE, EXISTING FROM ANCIENT TIMES AND ETERNALLY, FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE EIGHTH WORLD UNTO WORLDS' END. (THESE ARE) WRITINGS WHICH TEACH ORTHODOX PROCEDURE, THAT ARE ALL CLARITY. INSTRUCTION ABOUT THE BEGINNINGS OF ALL LIGHT AND THE END OF ALL DARKNESS IS FOUND IN THESE WRITINGS OF THE GREAT REVELATION AND NOT FOUND IN ANY OTHER BOOKS. THAT WHICH IS TAUGHT IN THIS BOOK AND ROAD OF THE RIGHTEOUS HATH BEEN BESTOWED UPON THE RIGHTEOUS UNTO WORLDS' END; THIS ROAD OF THE RIGHTEOUS HATH BEEN BESTOWED UPON (EVERY) SON OF THE TRUE ROOT, UPON (EVERY) SON OF THE PURE DROP WHO, WHEN LISTENING TO THE WORDS AND TEACHINGS OF THIS WRITING OF THE RIGHTEOUS, WITNESSETH PUBLICLY THERETO, AND HIS MIND TESTIFIETH THERETO AND IS ENLIGHTENED. BUT WHEN A FOOLISH PERSON HEARETH THESE TRUSTWORTHY WORDS HIS MIND GROWETH DARK AND HE DOTH NOT APPRECIATE THEM, NOR CAN (SUCH A PERSON) DISCERN THAT THEY ARE PURE SAYINGS. AND (THEIR) COLORS DIE AWAY FROM HIS MIND LIKE AS A BURGEONING PLANT (FADETH) AND THE ROOT FROM WHICH IT APPEARED".
HIBIL-ZIWA EXPOUNDED THESE INTERPRETATIONS AND REVEALED AND DECLARED: " ANY NAZOREAN MAN IN WHOSE LIBRARY THESE EXPLANATIONS ARE FOUND SHOULD BEWARE LEST HE REVEAL IN THE PRESENCE OF FOOLISH PERSONS (MYSTERIES) PENETRATED AND REVEALED BY DEEPLY THINKING THEOLOGIANS ; BECAUSE HE THAT REVEALETH ANYTHING THAT IS WEIGHTY IN THIS WRITING (BOOK) IN THE PRESENCE OF FOOLISH AND ILL-CONDITIONED 'UTHRAS WHO WOULD BRING PURE WORDS INTO CONTEMPT, LAYETH UP FOR HIMSELF SIXTY CAUSES OF STUMBLING AND SIXTY SINS . (BUT HE THAT IS SILENT BEFORE FOOLISH PERSONS CONCERNING SUCH INTERPRETATIONS) SIXTY OFFENCES AND SIXTY SINS SHALL BE FORGIVEN HIM AND ABATHUR WIN GRASP (HIS HAND) IN HONOURABLE KUS'TA. THEN HIBIL-ZIWA - PRAISED BE HIS NAME! - TAUGHT THAT EVERY MAN WHO CONCEALETH (THE GREAT REUELATION?) IT BUT OBSERVETH IT, WHEN HIS MEASURE IS FULL, HE WILL RISE UP WITHOUT SIN AND (MOREOVER) WILL LOOSE AND TAKE WITH HIM SIXTY (SOULS) WHO ARE BOUND. AND HE WILL RISE UP TOWARDS HIS FATHERS AND HIS FATHER WILL TAKE HIS HAND IN HONOURABLE KUST'A AND HE WILL BE ACCLAIMED AS ONE IN A THOUSAND LIKE ABATHUR RAMA. AND HE WILL BEHOLD THE GREAT COUNTENANCE OF GLORY AND WILL TAKE HIS HAND IN HONOURABLE KUS'TA AND WILL BE SET AT THE KING'S RIGHT HAND. (FOR) HE WHOSE MIND TESTIFIETH TO THESE TEACHINGS ABOUT ORTHODOX PROCEDURES BELONGETH TO THE PORTION OF THE LOFTY AND GREAT KING OF LIGHT, AND HELL-BEASTS AND PURGATORY DEMONS HAVE NO POWER OVER HIM ".
AND THEN HIBIL-ZIWA - PRAISED BE HIS NAME! - TAUGHT NAZOREANS ABOUT THE END OF THE LAST AGE. FOR EVIL WILL INCREASE AND POLLUTIONS WILL BE MANY AND ABOUND IN THE WORLD, SINCE IT IS DECREED THAT WICKEDNESS WILL INCREASE AND POLLUTIONS MULTIPLY GREATLY IN THE WORLD; BECAUSE IT IS DESTINED IN THAT AGE. SO THAT OF A GREAT SHEKEL OF GOLD BUT HALF-A-DRACHMA’S WEIGHT WILL RISE UP TO THE LIGHT; EVERYTHING WILL SINK DOWN INTO DARKNESS. IN THAT PERIOD AND EPOCH - FROM THE RULE OF THE ARAB SON-OF-SLAUGHTER UNTO THE END OF THE WORLDS - PERSECUTION AND TRIBULATION WILL INCREASE FOR NAZOREANS; PURITY WILL DECREASE AND POLLUTIONS, ADULTERY, THEFT AND FRAUD WILL INCREASE.
AND MEN WILL BE POLLUTED AND DURING THAT PERIOD MAN WILL DRINK THE BLOOD OF FELLOW-MAN. ALL THAT IS FAIR (WILL DISAPPEAR), (BUT), AMONGST NAZOREANS, HE THAT IS STEADFAST IN AND HOLDETH TO THESE TEACHINGS AND THIS GREAT REVELATION WILL RISE UP BY THE PATH OF BELIEVERS AND WILL BEHOLD THE GREAT COUNTENANCE OF GLORY. HIBIL-ZIWA TAUGHT CONCERNING THIS AGE - THAT IS, THE AGE OF THE ARAB LAW - THAT IT MUST NEEDS OCCUPY ITS DESTINED SPAN, FOR THE LAW IS CONSTITUTED OF FOUR MYSTERIES; PART THEREIN IS (OF) THE LIGHT, AND PART THEREIN WHOLLY ROOT OF DARKNESS. AND IT ENDURETH FOR (?) TWO KINGS. TO IT WAS IMPARTED A KIND OF ORDER. IT IS FORMED FROM FOUR NATURAL HUMORS: THE ROOT OF DARKNESS IS COMPOSED OF AND ARRAYED IN BLOOD, GALL, (WIND), AND MUCUS.
(BUT) THE HABILIMENTS OF THE SOUL ARE FORMED OF MYSTERY, LIGHT AND THE JORDAN; THE SOUL IS FORMED BY PROPER OBSERVANCE OF THE THREE MYSTERIES, BY PURIFICATION OF THE FOUR NATURAL HUMORS IS THE SOUL'S VESTMENT FORMED. FOR THIS IS THE EIGHTH WORLD, AND IT WILL TURN FROM THIS HABILIMENT, THIS GARMENT IN WHICH IT DWELLETH; IT WILL NOT TARRY THEREIN. (DURING) THIS ARAB AGE EVERY EVIL CREATURE MULTIPLIETH LIKE EVIL WEEDS THAT GROW APACE, AND PEOPLES, NATIONS AND LANGUAGES DISPERSE AND BECOME MEASURELESS AND NUMBERLESS, LIKE THE DARKNESS THAT CAME INTO BEING WITH ABUNDANCE. HIBIL-ZIWA TAUGHT THAT " AT THE LATTER END OF THE WORLD, WHEN THE ARAB, THE SON-OF-SLAUGHTER, HATH COMPLETED HIS (ALLOTTED) FOUR THOUSAND YEARS, IT WILL COME TO PASS THAT THE FALSE MESSIAH, SON OF MIRIAM, WILL SUCCEED HIM, AND THAT HE WILL COME AND WILL SHOW FORTH SIGNS (WONDERS) IN THE WORLD UNTIL THE BIRDS AND THE FISH FROM SEA AND RIVERS OPEN THEIR MOUTHS AND BLESS HIM AND GIVE TESTIMONY, UNTIL (EVEN) THE CLAY AND MUDBRICK IN A BUILDING BEAR WITNESS TO HIM, AND UNTIL FOUR-LEGGED CREATURES OPEN THEIR MOUTHS AND TESTIFY TO HIM "
AND HIBIL-ZIWA EXPLAINED (FURTHER): " (BUT) YOU, O NAZOREANS, AND RIGHTEOUS ELECT MEN, TESTIFY NOT TO HIM, FOR HE IS A FALSE MESSIAH THAT WALKETH BY FRAUD AND SORCERY. HE IS MERCURY, WHO ATTRACTETH ATTENTION AND DOTH WHATSOEVER HE WISHETH AND HIS MIND IS FILLED WITH SORCERY AND FRAUDS. I DECLARE TO YOU, (YE) CHOSEN RIGHTEOUS ONES AND (YE) PERFECT ONES THAT THAT ARE STEADFAST, ABIDE BY THIS PURE LINE OF SEPARATION AND ALTER NO WORD OR COMMAND OF THE GREAT FATHER OF GLORY, THAT HE MAY TAKE YOU BY THE HAND, WATCH OVER YOU AND DELIVER YOU OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE CHILDREN OF KRUN." HIBIL-ZIWA TAUGHT: " WHEN THE MESSIAH HATH RETURNED, ASCENDING TO THE SKY - AND HIS REIGN WILL LAST SIX THOUSAND YEARS - HE WILL ASCEND AND ASSUME HIS FIRST BODY. FROM THAT EPOCH UNTIL WORLDS' END, WICKEDNESS WILL DEPART FROM THE WORLD; THAT WHICH ISSUED FROM THE EARTH WILL ENTER THE EARTH AND THAT WHICH DESCENDED FROM THE SKY WILL RETURN AND ENTER THE SKY. AND THERE WILL BE RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE IN THE WORLD, AND NO MAN WILL COVET HIS NEIGHBOR’S GOODS. AND PEOPLE'S SENSES WILL RETURN TO THEM AND THEY WILL NOT PERFORM CIRCUMCISION; THEY WILL BE CONVERTED AND NAZOREANS WILL INCREASE IN THE WORLD. THE EYE OF ENVY WILL BE LIFTED FROM THEM AND THE SWORD WILL DEPART FROM THE WORLD. IT WILL BE AS IF THE SWORD BROUGHT BY THE SON OF DARKNESS, HE WHOSE SWORD WAS OF THE WORLD OF SATAN, HAD NEVER BEEN IN THE WORLD. AND WITH IT (GOETH?) A FORCE WHICH HE POSSESSED NOT IN THE WORLD; UNTIL MARS CAME AND SET UP HIS SIGN AND BOUND HIM THERETO BY OATH.
" (YEA), THERE WILL BE RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT WILL REVERT TO SONS OF THE GREAT FAMILY OF LIFE, AND THEY WILL BE DILIGENT AND HAVE THE ASCENDANCE. (BUT) KINGS BRING ACCUSATION AGAINST THE AGE, JUST AS THE ROOT OF NAZOREANS REPROVE IT, FOR, BEFORE ALL (ELSE) THEY CARED FOR AGRICULTURE AND GLADDENED THE KING (?). AND PEOPLE WILL BE CONVERTED, AND THERE WILL BE RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS WILL INCREASE. AND FIFTY THOUSAND YEARS WILL PASS IN CALM EASE WITHOUT DISTURBANCE, AND ALL WILL KEEP TO ONE WORD (SPEAK ONE LANGUAGE?), AND THERE WILL BE NO HATRED, ENVY OR DISSENSION AMONGST THEM, AND ILL-WILL SHALL BE REMOVED FROM THE MINDS OF ALL PEOPLES, NATIONS AND TONGUES ".
HIBIL-ZIWA EXPLAINED (FURTHER): " WHEN (THESE) PORTENTS OCCUR AND THE TIME HATH COME, THOSE FIFTY THOUSAND YEARS I WILL BE MY ALLOTTED PORTION, MINE, YAWAR-ZIWA'S, BECAUSE THE FIRST AGE WAS (THE AGE OF) ANUS'-'UTHRA AND ITS CONSUMMATION (OR " DEVELOPMENT ") WAS BESTOWED UPON ME, HIBIL-YAWAR-ZIWA.
" THEN THE LATTER PART OF THE AGE AND THE DECADENCE AND END OF THE WORLD WILL BE GIVEN TO MAMIT THE LEAST-OF-HER-BRETHREN; (HER PORTION) FOLLOWETH MY PORTION, HIBIL-YAWAR-ZIWA'S.
" THUS, THE LATTER END OF THE AGE AND THE DECADENCE AND FINAL END OF THE WORLD IS GIVEN TO MAMIT DAUGHTER OF QIN, THE MOTHER OF THE SEVEN (WHAT) OCCUPIED SEVEN PORTIONS, AND THE EIGHTH WAS GIVEN TO AMAMIT AS HERS, FOR HER OWN. AND, AS THE UTTER END OF LIGHT MEANETH THE BEGINNING OF TOTAL DARKNESS, SO THE PORTION OF QIN, THE DECADENCE OF THE ARAB AGE AND THE END OF THE EIGHTH WORLD (SUCCEEDED MINE)."
HIBIL-ZIWA - PRAISED BE HIS NAME! - TAUGHT CONCERNING THE WORD, THAT IS THE GREAT MYSTERY: " THIS WRITING, THAT IS THE DIWAN OF THE GREAT REVELATION FROM THE BEGINNING OF WORLDS OF LIGHT UNTO THE END OF THE EIGHTH WORLD, THIS ROAD OF THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL NOT FAIL, BECAUSE IT IS (CONCERNETH?) THE PORTION OF FATHER-LIFE, THE ANCIENT, THE FIRST - PRAISED BE HIS NAME!
" LET EVERY MAN OF THE NAZOREANS AND MANDAEANS WHO MAY BE LIVING IN THE EIGHTH WORLD BE STEADFAST AND BEAR TESTIMONY AND ACT ACCORDING TO THIS RELIABLE BASIS, AND WITH A SINCERE HEART AND BELIEVING LIPS BE OF MY ALLOTTED PORTION, MINE THE HIGH KING OF FIGHT, SO THAT THEREBY HABS'ABA (SUNDAY) MAY BE HIS DELIVERER, AND SAVE HIM FROM THE CHILDREN OF KRUN; AND I WILL SET HIM AT MY RIGHT HAND. (BUT) ANY NAZOREAN OR MANDAEAN THAT IS OF THE TRUE ROOT, YET DOTH NOT BEAR TESTIMONY TO THIS ROAD OF THE RIGHTEOUS BUT TESTIFIETH ACCORDING TO THE WAY OF RUHA, THEIR WORDS HAVE I REJECTED. (SUCH A ONE) WILL NOT BE MY ALLOTTED PORTION BUT WILL BELONG TO RUHA AND THE MESSIAH. HABS'ABA WILL NOT BE HIS HELPER, AND HE WILL NOT BE DELIVERED OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE SONS OF KRUN."
THESE DOCTRINES WERE IMPARTED BY HIBIL-ZIWA TO THE SONS OF THE GREAT FAMILY OF LIFE. AND HE ENLIGHTENETH THEIR MINDS AND INSTRUCTED THEIR INTELLIGENCE ABOUT THE KING OF LIGHT - PRAISED BE HIS NAME!
AND THIS IS A COPY OF THE DIWAN D GADANA RABTIA. FINIS.
THIS IS THE DIWAN OF GREAT REVELATION CALLED THE HARAN GAWAITA WHICH I COPIED FOR MYSELF FOR THE THIRD TIME. I AM POOR, STRIVING AND CHILDLIKE, A SLAVE THAT IS ALL SIN, (UNWORTHY TO) KISS THE SHOES ON THE FEET OF NAZOREANS, DUST BENEATH THE FEET OF THE PIOUS AND LEAST AMONGST MY FELLOW GANZIVRI. I AM ZAKIA-ZIHRUN SON OF RABBI RAM SON OF RABBI YAHIA-YUHANA SON OF RABBI RAM SON OF YAHIA- BAKTIAR SON OF RABBI ADAM-MHATAM SON OF RABBI BIHRAM-BRHIIA SON OF RABBI ADAM-ZAKIA SON OF RABBI BRHIIA, FAMILY NAME KUHAILIA. I COPIED FROM MY OWN COPY A THIRD TIME. I AM ZAKIA-ZIHRUN SON OF RABBI RAM SON OF RABBI YAHIA-YUHANA SON OF RABBI... FAMILY NAME KUHAILIA... FROM A COPY OF A DIWAN BELONGING THE GREAT, LOFTY AND RESPECTED ONE, A RELIABLE PRIEST, RABBI MHATAM SON OF YAHIA-BAYAN SON OF YUHANA-S'ADAN SON OF ZAKRIA-BR-HIBIL SON OF ZAKRIA KNOWN AS DIHDARIA, AND HIS FAMILY NAME SABUR. AND HE HAD NO COPY BUT THIS. AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS. FINIS.
THUS, THIS VENERATED DIWAN, EXPLANATIONS AND GREAT REVELATION CALLED THE HARAN GAWAITA WAS SET IN ORDER AND CONLPLETED ON FRIDAY THE TWENTY-SIXTH OF THE MONTH OF SECOND SOWING, WHICH IS NISAN (IN THE SIGN OF) THE RAM, THE YEAR OF FRIDAY IN THE YEAR ONE THOUSAUD AND EIGHTY-EIGHT OF ARAB CHRONOLOGY - MAY THE (WORLD) FOUNDER UPON THEM AND MANDA-D-HIIA MAKE IMPOTENT THEIR RAGING AGAINST THE GREAT CONGREGATION OF SOULS! (IT WAS COPIED) IN THE CITY OF SHUSTAR BY THE WATERS OF THE DUGANDA AND IN THE COURT OF THE RESPECTED CRAFTSMAN NAIRUZ SON OF HADAT, HIS NAME BEING YAHIA SON OF BIHRAM SON OF ADAM SON OF YUHAUA-S'ADAN SON OF ZAKRIA-BR-HIBIL SON OF ZAKRIA SON OF ZIHRUN, KNOWN AS DIHDARIA, HIS FAULILY NAME BEING SABUR - MAY MANDA-D-HIIA FORGIVE HIM HIS SINS! THESE VENERATED DIWANS WERE ASSEMBLED FROM BEGINNING TO END WITH CARE, KNOWLEDGE AND METICULOUS RESEARCH. AND MY CO-EDITOR WAS MY ELDER BROTHER, A RELIABLE AND SKILLFUL PRIEST, RABBI YAHIA- YUHANA SON OF RABBI RAM, (HIS) FAMILY NAME BEING KUHAILIA. MANDA-D-HIIA FORGIVE HIM HIS SINS!
GNOSTIC JOHN THE BAPTIZER 
JOHN THE BAPTIZER AND CHRISTIAN ORIGINS
A RECENT STUDY ON JOHN'S SYMBOLISM
[bookmark: page_1_fr_1]A DISTINCT RAY OF LIGHT HAS BEEN CAST ON THE OBSCURE BACKGROUND OF CHRISTIAN ORIGINS BY DR. ROBERT EISLER IN A SERIES OF DETAILED STUDIES ON THE MOVEMENT AND DOCTRINES OF JOHN THE BAPTIZER. THESE STUDIES, WITH OTHER COGNATE ESSAYS, APPEARED ORIGINALLY IN THE PAGES OF THE QUEST (1909-14), AND ARE NOW AVAILABLE IN BOOK-FORM IN AN ARRESTING VOLUME, CALLED ORPHEUS—THE FISHER: COMPARATIVE STUDIES IN ORPHIC AND CHRISTIAN CULT SYMBOLISM. BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION AND AS THE MOST COMPLETE CONTRAST TO THE MANDÆAN TRADITION OF THE GNOSTIC JOHN, I WILL SET FORTH IN MY OWN WAY THE CHIEF POINTS OF THESE DETAILED AND FULLY-DOCUMENTED ESSAYS IN SUMMARY FASHION. EISLER'S MAIN POINT OF VIEW IS THAT JOHN BASED HIS DOCTRINES AND PRACTICES LARGELY, IF NOT ENTIRELY, ON THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES—THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS—OF WHICH, HE CONTENDS, HE WAS A PROFOUND KNOWER. THE JOHN-MOVEMENT IS THUS REGARDED AS A CHARACTERISTIC JEWISH PROPHETICAL REFORM FOUNDED ON ABSOLUTE FAITH IN THE PRESENT FULFILMENT OF PRIOR PROPHECY. HEREBY IS BROUGHT OUT IN THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE MANNER THE JEWISH CONDITIONING OF JOHN'S PREACHING AND TEACHING, AND THIS STANDS IN THE SHARPEST CONTRADICTION TO THE MANDÆAN TRADITION WHICH CLAIMS THAT JOHN WAS A GNOSTIC AND NOT A TORAH-MAN, AND DECLARES THAT THE JEWS COULD BY NO MEANS UNDERSTAND HIM, BUT ON THE CONTRARY REJECTED HIS REVELATION AND DROVE OUT HIS COMMUNITY. IN EISLER WE HAVE A RIPE SCHOLAR IN WHOM THE HEREDITY OF RABBINICAL LORE IS SO TO SAY INNATE. HE HAS ALMOST AN UNCANNY FLAIR FOR BIBLICAL TEXTS; IT IS NOT TOO MUCH TO SAY THAT HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE RELIGIOUS LITERATURE OF HIS PEOPLE IS PROFOUND, HIS ACQUAINTANCE WITH ORIENTAL SOURCES VERY EXTENSIVE AND HIS LINGUISTIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS ARE ENVIABLE. FEW ARE THUS BETTER ABLE TO ENTER WITH SYMPATHY AND UNDERSTANDING INTO THE IDIOSYNCRASIES AND DEPTHS OF THE JEWISH MIND IN THE VARIOUS PERIODS OF ITS DEVELOPMENT, AND THUS FOR THE TIME TO LIVE IN THE PROPHETICAL, APOCALYPTIC AND RABBINICAL THOUGHT-WORLD OF THE DAYS OF THE BAPTIST AND SHARE IN ITS OLD-TIME BELIEFS AND HOPES AND FEARS. OUR EXPONENT IS THUS AN EXCELLENT ADVOCATE OF THE THEME HE SETS FORTH. IF HIS WIDE-FLUNG NET HAS NOT CAUGHT ALL THE FISH OF THE LITERARY AND ARCHEOLOGICAL OCEAN, HE HAS FISHED MOST CAREFULLY THE STREAM OF JOHN THE BAPTIST TRADITION, APART FROM THE MANDÆAN, LANDED A RICH CATCH AND SHOWN OTHERS HOW MOST FRUITFULLY TO SET ABOUT BRINGING TO THE SURFACE THINGS ABOUT JOHN WHICH HAVE LONG BEEN HIDDEN IN THE DEPTHS OF A BURIED PAST. 
THE JOHN-PASSAGE IN 'THE ANTIQUITIES' OF JOSEPHUS
[bookmark: page_3_fr_1][bookmark: page_3_fr_2]   IN ALL REASON, APART FROM CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY, JOHN THE BAPTIZER IS A HISTORIC CHARACTER, WITNESSED TO BY THE JEWISH HISTORIAN JOSEPHUS, THE COURTLY FLAVIAN CHRONICLER WHO FLOURISHED IN THE LAST QUARTER OF THE 1ST CENTURY A.D. THE FAMOUS PASSAGE IN HIS ANTIQUITIES (XVIII. V. 2, ED. NIESE, IV. 161, 162) REFERRING TO JOHN IS UNDOUBTEDLY GENUINE, AND HAS BEEN ASSAILED ONLY BY THE VERY EXTREME DOCTRINAIRE NON-HISTORICAL SCHOOL, WHO FIND IT A VERY INCONVENIENT THORN IN THEIR FLESH. A CHRISTIAN FORGER WOULD HAVE DOTTED THE I'S AND CROSSED THE T'S WITH THE PEN OF HIS TRADITION, OR AT ANY RATE BETRAYED HIMSELF IN SOME WAY BY THE PREJUDICE OF HIS THOUGHT; BUT THIS WE DO NOT FIND. THE PASSAGE RUNS AS FOLLOWS AS NEARLY AS I CAN RENDER IT:    SOME OF THE JEWS THOUGHT THAT HEROD'S ARMY HAD BEEN DESTROYED, AND INDEED BY THE VERY JUST VENGEANCE OF GOD, IN RETURN FOR [HIS PUTTING TO DEATH OF] JOHN THE BAPTIZER. FOR IN FACT HEROD PUT THE LATTER TO DEATH [THOUGH HE WAS] A GOOD MAN, NAY EVEN ONE WHO BADE THE JEWS CULTIVATE VIRTUE AND, BY THE PRACTICE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THEIR DEALINGS WITH ONE ANOTHER AND OF PIETY TO GOD, GATHER TOGETHER FOR BAPTISM. FOR THUS IN SOOTH [JOHN THOUGHT] THE DIPPING (IN WATER) WOULD SEEM ACCEPTABLE TO HIM (GOD), NOT IF THEY USED IT AS A BEGGING-OFF IN RESPECT TO CERTAIN SINS, BUT FOR PURITY OF BODY, IN AS MUCH AS INDEED THE SOUL HAD ALREADY BEEN PURIFIED BY RIGHTEOUSNESS. NOW SINCE THE OTHERS WERE GATHERING THEMSELVES TOGETHER (OR BECOMING ORGANIZED),—FOR INDEED THEY WERE DELIGHTED BEYOND MEASURE AT THE HEARING OF HIS (JOHN'S) 'SAYINGS' (LOGOI),—HEROD, FEARING THAT HIS EXTRAORDINARY POWER OF PERSUADING MEN MIGHT LEAD TO A REVOLT, FOR THEY SEEMED LIKELY IN ALL THINGS TO ACT ACCORDING TO HIS ADVICE, JUDGED IT BETTER, BEFORE ANYTHING OF A REVOLUTIONARY NATURE SHOULD EVENTUATE FROM HIM, TO ARREST HIM FIRST AND MAKE AWAY WITH HIM, RATHER THAN WHEN THE CHANGE CAME, HE SHOULD REGRET BEING FACED WITH IT. ACCORDINGLY, ON HEROD'S SUSPICION, HE WAS SENT IN BONDS TO MACHÆRUS, THE ABOVE-MENTIONED FORTRESS, AND PUT TO DEATH THERE. THE JEWS, HOWEVER, BELIEVED THAT DESTRUCTION BEFELL THE ARMY TO AVENGE HIM, GOD WILLING TO AFFLICT HEROD. THIS STATEMENT OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS IS SUFFICIENTLY CATEGORICAL. IT STATES CLEARLY THAT JOHN THE BAPTIZER WAS A VERY REMARKABLE PROPHETICAL REFORMER OF THE DAY AND THAT HIS FOLLOWING WAS VERY CONSIDERABLE. JOHN'S 'SAYINGS,' JOSEPHUS TELLS US, HAD AN ASTONISHINGLY PERSUASIVE POWER OVER THE JEWISH POPULACE. HEROD FEARS JOHN'S INFLUENCE AND IS CONVINCED THAT HE COULD DO ANYTHING HE PLEASES WITH THE PEOPLE. BUT WHAT INTERESTS US MOST IN THIS UNFORTUNATELY TOO SHORT STATEMENT IS THE REFERENCE TO THE NATURE OF JOHN'S PRACTICE AND TEACHING. HIS PROCLAMATION TO THE JEWS, LIKE THAT OF ALL THE PROPHETS BEFORE HIM, WAS A STRENUOUS CALL TO RIGHTEOUSNESS, THEY WERE TO PRACTICE RIGHTEOUS DEALINGS WITH ONE ANOTHER (LOVE OF NEIGHBOR) AND PIETY TO GOD (LOVE OF GOD). THERE WAS ALSO AN EXTERNAL RITE OF BAPTISM; BUT IT HAD TO BE PRECEDED BY A CLEANSING OF THE SOUL THROUGH THE FULFILLING OF THIS DUTY TO NEIGHBOR AND TO GOD. JOSEPHUS PARTICULARLY POINTS OUT THAT THE PUBLIC WASHING OR DIPPING WAS BY NO MEANS INTENDED AS A MAGICAL RITE, WHICH SO MANY BELIEVED IN THOSE DAYS CAPABLE OF WASHING AWAY SINS. THE BAPTISM WAS NOT A DAILY PRACTICE, JOSEPHUS SEEMS TO IMPLY, AS AMONG THE ESSENES AND OTHER SECTS, BUT A PUBLIC CORPORATE ACT; AND THEREFORE, THE HISTORIAN IS CLEARLY IN ERROR IN REGARDING IT AS SIMPLY FOR THE PURIFYING OF THE BODY. ON THE CONTRARY, IT DISTINCTLY CONVEYS THE IMPRESSION OF BEING DESIGNED AS AN OUTER TESTIMONY TO SOME BELIEF—AN ACT OF FAITH. 
THE N.T. ACCOUNT: THE DRESS AND FOOD OF REPENTANCE
AND NOW LET US PASS TO OUR NEW TESTAMENT INFORMATION. WITHOUT LAYING STRESS ON THE DETAILS OF THE STORY OF JOHN'S INFANCY AS GIVEN IN THE THIRD GOSPEL, REMINISCENT AS THEY MAY BE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT BIRTH-STORIES OF THE OLD-TIME NATIONAL HEROES ISAAC, SAMSON AND SAMUEL, NOT TO MENTION THE COINCIDENCE THAT THE TWO HEROINES OF THE GOSPEL BIRTH-NARRATIVES BEAR THE NAMES OF MIRIAM AND ELISHEBA, THE SISTER AND WIFE RESPECTIVELY OF AARON, THE FIRST PRIEST, WE MAY VERY REASONABLY BELIEVE, AS IT IS STATED, THAT JOHN WAS OF PRIESTLY DESCENT; AND THEREFORE IN EVERY PROBABILITY HE WAS WELL VERSED, IF NOT HIGHLY TRAINED, IN THE SCRIPTURES. VOWED FROM HIS BIRTH TO GOD BY HIS PARENTS, HIS STRANGE DRESS AND PECULIAR ASCETIC MODE OF LIFE ARE QUITE IN KEEPING WITH PROPHETICAL TRADITIONS, AND THUS OF THE SCHOOLS OF THE PROPHETS AND OF THE NAZIRS. AS THE PROPHETS OF OLD, NOTABLY ELIJAH, HE WORE A SKIN ROBE. BUT IN KEEPING WITH THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF HIS WHOLE TEACHING, WHICH WILL BE MORE FULLY BROUGHT OUT IN THE SEQUEL, SUCH AN OUTER SIGN IN HIGH PROBABILITY HAD AN INNER MEANING FOR THIS GREAT PROCLAIMER OF REPENTANCE, OF THE TURNING BACK OF ISRAEL IN CONTRITION UNTO GOD. NOW THERE WERE CERTAIN PALESTINIAN PRE-CHRISTIAN ALLEGORISTS OR EXPONENTS OF THE SCRIPTURES ON QUASI-MYSTICAL LINES CALLED DORSHĒ RESHUMŌTH. ACCORDING TO A RABBINIC LEGEND, GOING BACK ALONG THIS LINE OF INTERPRETATION, THE ANCIENT MYTH OF GEN. 3:21 WAS CONCEIVED MORE SPIRITUALLY. AFTER THE FALL, THE FIRST FALLING AWAY FROM GOD, YAHVEH-ELOHĪM CLOTHED ADAM AND EVE IN COATS OF SKIN ('ŌR), NOT BECAUSE OF THEIR NAKEDNESS, BUT IN EXCHANGE FOR THEIR LOST PARADISAICAL GARMENTS OF LIGHT ('ŌR). JOHN LIVED AT A TIME WHEN SUCH MYSTICAL INTERPRETATIONS, WITH A HOST OF PROPHETICAL AND APOCALYPTIC NOTIONS, WERE IN THE AIR. IT MIGHT VERY WELL THEN BE THAT HE HIMSELF IN WEARING A SKIN-ROBE INTENDED SOMETHING MORE THAN A SIMPLE COPYING OF THE FASHION OF THE ANCIENT PROPHETS. IN KEEPING WITH HIS RULING IDEA, HE MAY HAVE THOUGHT IT A MOST APPROPRIATE OUTER SIGN OF REPENTANCE, A RETURN TO THE FIRST GARMENTS OF FALLEN MAN, THE PROPER ROBE OF PENITENT SINNERS, AND THEREFORE ESPECIALLY OF A LEADER WHO WOULD SHOW THE PEOPLE A WHOLE-HEARTED EXAMPLE OF TURNING AGAIN TO GOD, THUS RETRACING IN A CONTRARY DIRECTION THE WAY OF THE FALL. SO TOO WITH REGARD TO FOOD, THERE MUST BE A RETURN TO THE PRIMITIVE LAW LAID DOWN FOR PRIMAL FALLEN MAN (GEN. 1:29): "BEHOLD, I HAVE GIVEN YOU EVERY HERB BEARING SEED, WHICH IS UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND EVERY TREE, IN WHICH IS THE FRUIT OF A TREE YIELDING SEED; TO YOU IT SHALL BE FOR MEAT." IT WAS ONLY AFTER THE DELUGE THAT MEN WERE PERMITTED TO EAT ANIMAL FOOD, ACCORDING TO THE NOAHIC COVENANT AS IT IS CALLED. IMBUED WITH IDEAS OF PENITENCE AND REPENTANCE, JOHN WOULD DESIRE TO RETURN TO THE STRICTEST FOOD-REGULATIONS OF THE EARLIEST DAYS OF THE FALL, IN KEEPING WITH HIS SYMBOLIC MANNER OF CLOTHING. NOT ONLY SO, BUT SEEMINGLY WITH A REFINEMENT OF SELF-DISCIPLINE AS A MEANS OF CONTRITION, JOHN CHOSE FROM OUT THE MANY 'FRUITS FROM A TREE YIELDING SEED' THAT OF THE CAROB OR LOCUST-TREE, WHICH WAS CONSIDERED BY THE JEWISH ALLEGORISTS THE MOST APPROPRIATE FOOD OF REPENTANCE. FOR WE HAVE PRESERVED FROM THIS LINE OF TRADITION AN ANCIENT PROVERB: "ISRAEL NEEDS CAROB-PODS TO MAKE HIM REPENT," SAID TO BE BASED ON A PROPHECY IN ISAIAH (1:20) WHICH THE MIDRASH (WAYIKRA RABBA, 35) QUOTES AS: "IF YE BE WILLING AND OBEDIENT, THE GOOD OF THE LAND SHALL YE EAT; BUT IF YE REFUSE AND RESIST, CAROB-PODS SHALL YE EAT"—WHERE THE LAST CLAUSE DIFFERS CONSIDERABLY FROM THE R.V., WHICH READS: "YE SHALL BE DEVOURED BY THE SWORD." PERHAPS THE 'HUSKS' EATEN BY THE PRODIGAL IN THE GOSPEL-PARABLE MAY IN THE ORIGINAL ARAMAIC HAVE BEEN CAROB-PODS (LK. 15:16). MUCH CONTROVERSY HAS RAGED ROUND THE 'LOCUSTS' EATEN BY JOHN, AND EARLY VERSIONS ARE VARIOUS. AS FOR DRINK, IN ADDITION TO WATER FOR GENERAL PURPOSES, JOHN IS SAID TO HAVE IN PARTICULAR SIPPED THE HONEY OF THE WILD BEES. WHY IS THIS BROUGHT INTO SO GREAT PROMINENCE? AGAIN, PERHAPS THIS CUSTOM WAS DETERMINED FOR JOHN BY THE SAME CIRCLE OF IDEAS. HE PROBABLY BETHOUGHT HIM OF DEUT. 32:13: "HE MADE HIM TO SUCK HONEY OUT OF THE ROCK," AND ALSO OF PS. 81:16: "AND WITH HONEY OUT OF THE ROCK SHALL I SATISFY THEE." FROM SUCH CONSIDERATIONS IT MAY PLAUSIBLY BE BELIEVED THAT JOHN ADOPTED AN ASCETICISM OF REPENTANCE WITH REGARD TO CLOTHING AND FOOD AS COMPLETELY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SCRIPTURES AS POSSIBLE, AND THIS IN ADDITION TO THE CUSTOMARY DISCIPLINE OF A VOWED NAZIR, 'CONSECRATED' OR 'MADE HOLY' AS SUCH FROM BIRTH. THE TECHNICAL TERM FOR A NAZIR IS A NAZIRITE UNTO GOD, OR HOLY UNTO GOD, AS OF SAMSON (LXX. JUDGES, 13:7, 16:9), IN BRIEF GOD'S 'HOLY ONE.'
POPULAR MESSIANIC EXPECTATIONS
ACCORDING TO JOSEPHUS THE GREAT FEAR OF HEROD WAS THAT THE REFORMATORY MOVEMENT OF JOHN WOULD DEVELOP INTO A DANGEROUS POLITICAL MESSIANIC REVOLT. THE POPULACE WAS ON THE TIP-TOE OF EXPECTATION; MANY RUMORS WERE AFLOAT AS TO THE NATURE OF THE LONG-EXPECTED GOD'S ANOINTED. SOME THOUGHT HE WAS TO BE A NAZIR WHO WOULD FREE ISRAEL FROM THEIR PRESENT FOES, EVEN AS IN DAYS OF OLD THE NAZIR SAMSON HAD FREED THEM FROM THE YOKE OF THE PHILISTINES. MOREOVER THE, WELL-KNOWN PROPHECY (IS. 11:1) ABOUT THE 'SPROUT' FROM THE ROOT OR STEM OF JESSE GAVE RISE TO MUCH SPECULATION, HELPED OUT BY THAT WORD-PLAY WHICH EXERCISED SO POWERFUL A FASCINATION OVER THE IMAGINATIVE MINDS OF THE JEWS OF THAT DAY, AND LONG BEFORE AND AFTER OVER OTHER MINDS IN MANY OTHER LANDS. NOW 'SPROUT' IN HEBREW IS NEṢER OR NEZER; AND THIS NEṢER WAS TO BE THE LONGED-FOR 'SAVIOUR' (AGAIN NEṢER)—SOUNDING SO WELL TOGETHER WITH NAZIR. INDEED, AS WAS THOUGHT, HE MUST NEEDS BE A NAZARAI-AN (HEB. NOṢERI, GK. NAZŌRAI-OS). OR AGAIN, AS OTHERS EXPECTED, HE WAS TO BE A CARPENTER (ARAM. BAR NASAR), THIS BEING, ACCORDING TO A SAMARITAN MIDRASH, AS WE SHALL SEE IN THE SEQUEL, IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE EXPECTATION THAT THE COMING REDEEMER WAS TO BE A SECOND NOAH, SPIRITUALLY HEWING AND PREPARING THE TIMBER FOR A NEW ARK OF SALVATION. ALL THIS WAS IN THE AIR AND WIDESPREAD; IT IS THEN QUITE BELIEVABLE, WHETHER JOHN HIMSELF MADE ANY SUCH CLAIMS OR NO, THAT THERE WERE MANY RUMORS CURRENT OF A MESSIANIC PURPORT CONCERNING THE STRANGE APPEARANCE AND POWERFUL APPEAL OF THE RENOWNED BAPTIZER. HIS NAZARITE VOW, HIS GARB AND DIET OF REPENTANCE, HIS CONFIDENT PROCLAMATION OF THE VERY NEAR APPROACH OF THE CATASTROPHIC END OF THIS ÆON OR AGE OR WORLD, ALL WOULD CONSPIRE TO MAKE SOME, IF NOT MANY, THINK THAT HE HIMSELF WAS THE GREAT NAZIR-NEṢER, THE EXPECTED 'HOLY ONE' OF GOD. BY OTHERS HE WAS THOUGHT TO BE ELIJAH RETURNED, AS THE PROPHET MALACHI (THE BOOK OF THE ANGEL OR MESSENGER OF YAHWEH) HAD FORETOLD (4:5): "BEHOLD, I WILL SEND YOU ELIJAH THE PROPHET BEFORE THE GREAT AND TERRIBLE DAY OF THE LORD COME"; OR EVEN, MAY BE, SOME THOUGHT THAT THAT PROPHET OF PROMISE LIKE UNTO MOSES (DEUT. 18:15) HAD BEEN RAISED UP IN JOHN. JOHN HIMSELF APPARENTLY MADE NO CLAIM TO BE ANY OF THESE; HE WAS A PROCLAIMER OF THE NEAR APPROACH OF THE GREAT AND TERRIBLE DAY AND A POWERFUL EXHORTER TO REPENTANCE. IT IS DOUBTFUL EVEN WHETHER HE GAVE HIMSELF OUT TO BE SIMPLY "THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS" (MK. 1:3); FOR SUCH A KNOWER OF THE SCRIPTURES WOULD HAVE BEEN AWARE THAT THE ORIGINAL OF ISAIAH 40:3 READ: "THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING: IN THE WILDERNESS, ETC." BUT APPARENTLY JOHN WAS NOT ONLY AN INSPIRED PROPHET, HE WAS ALSO A WONDER-WORKER, IF CERTAIN ECHOES CONCERNING HIM IN THE SYNOPTICS RING TRUE. FOR THERE WE READ THAT BECAUSE OF HIS HEALING WONDERS JESUS WAS THOUGHT BY SOME TO BE JOHN RETURNED FROM THE DEAD, AND THAT THE SAME ACCUSATION IN THIS CONNECTION OF BEING POSSESSED BY A DEMON BROUGHT AGAINST JESUS HAD ALSO BEEN BROUGHT AGAINST JOHN.
THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE JORDAN-WATER
HOWEVER, ALL THIS MAY BE, JOHN WAS UTTERLY CONVINCED, NOT ONLY THAT THE TIME OF THE END WAS CLOSE AT HAND, BUT ALSO THAT THE PROPHECIES WERE BEGINNING TO BE FULFILLED. BUT WHAT OF HIS CHARACTERISTIC BAPTIZING IN THE JORDAN OF ALL PLACES? THIS IS TAKEN AS A SIMPLE HISTORIC FACT WHICH REQUIRES NO EXPLANATION BY THE VAST MAJORITY; BUT IT PRESENTS A SERIOUS PROBLEM FOR THOSE WHO ARE AWARE THAT IN THOSE DAYS THE BRACKISH WATERS OF THE SLUGGISH JORDAN WERE DEEMED BY THEOLOGIANS AND RITUALISTS AS UNFIT FOR PURIFICATORY PURPOSES. WHAT THEN COULD HAVE INDUCED JOHN TO REJECT THIS PRIESTLY AND PURIST TABŪ? THOUGH, ONLY FEASIBLE MOTIVE IS TO BE FOUND IN SUPPOSING THAT JOHN WAS CONVINCED THAT A REMARKABLE PROPHETICAL VISION OF EZEKIEL (47:1-8), WHERE THE PROPHET IS ADDRESSED AS SON OF MAN, WAS BEING FULFILLED. IN THE LONGED-FOR TIME OF THE MESSIANIC DELIVERANCE A MIGHTY STREAM OF HOLY WATER FROM THE TEMPLE-HILL OF ZION WAS TO FLOW DOWN AND HEAL THE WATERS OF THE UNCLEAN JORDAN-LAND, THE ARABAH OR DESERT. EISLER HAS ACUTELY CONJECTURED THAT THIS IDEA OF A FOUNT OF LIVING AND HEALING WATER FOR ISRAEL GOES BACK ULTIMATELY TO ISAIAH 28:16, NOT HOWEVER AS IT STANDS AT PRESENT IN THE R.V. WORDING, BUT IN ITS EXTENDED FORM WHICH WAS WELL KNOWN UP TO THE 3RD CENTURY A.D. THIS READS AS FOLLOWS ACCORDING TO HIS RENDERING: "BEHOLD, I LAY DOWN IN ZION A LIVING STONE, A STONE OF PROBATION, A PRECIOUS THRESHOLD-STONE FOR A FOUNDATION. OUT OF ITS HOLLOW SHALL FLOW FORTH RIVERS OF LIVING WATER; HE THAT BELIEVETH ON ME SHALL NOT SUFFER FROM DROUGHT." THIS WAS NATURALLY TAKEN BY THE ALLEGORISTS OF THE TIME IN A SPIRITUAL SENSE, EVEN AS THEY EXPLAINED THE WATER MIRACULOUSLY SUPPLIED TO THE ISRAELITES IN THE DESERT AS A FIGURE FOR THE TORAH OR LAW. THE LIVING WATER SIGNIFIED THE WORD OF YAHWEH, THE OUTPOURING OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD. THUS, THE MESSIANIC SPRING OF LIVING WATER COULD WELL BE BELIEVED TO TYPIFY AN INTENSIFICATION OR CONSUMMATION OF THE DIVINE LAW, HERALDING THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD IN THE LAST DAYS. BUT SPIRITUAL REALITY AND MATERIAL HAPPENINGS WERE NEVER WIDELY DIVORCED IN THE MIND OF A PIOUS JEW, AND THUS THERE WAS A LITERAL MEANING AS WELL TO BE GIVEN TO PROPHECY.
THE PROBABLE SYMBOLIC SIGNIFICANCE OF JOHN'S BAPTISM
IF ALL THIS IS WELL CONCEIVED, IT IS NOT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND WHAT JOSEPHUS TELLS US OF JOHN'S METHOD, THOUGH THE PROPER SENSE OF JOHN'S MOTIVE SEEMS TO HAVE ESCAPED THE HISTORIAN. DEEPLY STIRRED BY THE STRENUOUS EXHORTATIONS OF THE TEACHER AND THE EXTRAORDINARY POWER OF A PROCLAIMER SO UTTERLY CONVINCED OF THE NEAR COMING OF THE TERRIBLE DAY, LITTLE WONDER THAT THE PEOPLE, JUST AS IN EVANGELICAL REVIVALS OF OUR OWN DAY, WERE FILLED WITH AN AGONY OF PENITENCE WHICH WOULD FIND RELIEF ONLY IN A PUBLIC CONFESSION OF THEIR SINS. THEREAFTER THEY WERE PLUNGED IN THE JORDAN, SIGNIFYING NO EXTERNAL WASHING, BUT A VERY DROWNING AS IT WERE OF THE OLD BODY OF SIN IN THAT NOW SACRED STREAM TO WHICH FAITH ASCRIBED LIFE-REDEEMING PROPERTIES, A REGENERATION WROUGHT BY THE SAVING SPRING OF GOD'S OUTPOURING FLOWING DOWN FROM THE SANCTUARY INTO THE DESERT. IF THEY REPENTED, IF THEY ONCE UNFEIGNEDLY TURNED AGAIN TO GOD, THEN WOULD THE PROPHETICAL PROMISE IN MICAH 7:19 BE FULFILLED: "HE WILL TURN AGAIN, HE WILL HAVE COMPASSION UPON US, HE WILL SUBDUE OUR INIQUITIES. YEA, THOU WILT WASH AWAY ALL OUR SINS INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA."
THE BAPTISM OF THE PROSELYTES
BUT IN PRACTICING THIS BAPTISMAL RITE JOHN WAS RUNNING COUNTER TO FAR MORE THAN THE PRIESTLY PURIST TABŪ WHICH REGARDED THE JORDAN WATER AS UNFIT FOR PURIFICATION. HE WAS BAPTIZING ISRAELITES, AND IN SO DOING PUTTING THE CHOSEN ONES ON A LEVEL WITH THOSE GENTILES WHO HAD TO SUBMIT TO A BATH OF PURIFICATION BEFORE THEY COULD BE ADMITTED TO THE PRIVILEGES OF THE SONS OF ABRAHAM. A PROSELYTE OR A 'NEW-COMER' (ADVENA) WHO WOULD JOIN THE CHURCH OR ECCLESIA OF ISRAEL, HAD TO SUBMIT TO A BAPTISMAL RITE, THE PRE-CHRISTIAN ORIGIN OF WHICH IS NO LONGER DISPUTED. IT WAS A BATH NOT ONLY OF PURIFICATION BUT ALSO OF REGENERATION IN THE PRESENCE OF LEGAL WITNESSES. THE CANDIDATE STOOD IN THE WATER AND LISTENED TO A SHORT DISCOURSE CONSISTING OF COMMANDMENTS FROM THE LAW. THEREON THE GENTILE CONVERT DIPPED COMPLETELY UNDER THE WATER, SIGNIFYING THE DROWNING OF HIS PREVIOUS IMPIOUS AND IDOLATROUS SELF. THEREAFTER HE AROSE REBORN A TRUE ISRAELITE. AND THIS NEW BIRTH WAS TAKEN IN A VERY LITERAL SENSE, FOR AFTER THE RITE THE NEOPHYTE, OR 'NEW-BORN BABE,' COULD NO LONGER INHERIT FROM HIS FORMER GENTILE RELATIVES; NOT ONLY SO, BUT ACCORDING TO RABBINIC CASUISTRY HE COULD NOT EVEN COMMIT INCEST WITH ONE OF THEM. THIS REGENERATIVE GENTILE BAPTISM (TEBILAH GERĪM). WAS MADE BY THE THEOLOGIANS TO DEPEND FROM THE PROMISE IN EZEKIEL (36:25-26): "I WILL SPRINKLE CLEAN WATER UPON YOU, AND YE SHALL BE CLEAN: FROM ALL YOUR FILTHINESS AND FROM ALL YOUR IDOLS, WILL I CLEANSE YOU. A NEW HEART I WILL GIVE YOU, AND A NEW SPIRIT WILL I PUT WITHIN YOU." BUT THIS PROPHECY CLEARLY APPLIED TO ISRAEL ONLY. IT COULD NEVER HAVE BEEN INTENDED AS THE SANCTION OF A CUSTOMARY RITE FOR CONVERTED GENTILES. IT IS THUS VERY CREDIBLE THAT A FERVENT ESCHATOLOGIST, FILLED WITH MESSIANIC EXPECTATIONS, SUCH AS JOHN, WOULD CONCEIVE THE PROMISE AS FORESHADOWING A UNIQUE MIRACULOUS EVENT OF THE LAST DAYS. MOREOVER, JOHN'S INSISTENCE ON BAPTISM FOR THE JEWS, AT A TIME WHEN THEIR RELIGIOUS LEADERS THOUGHT IT NECESSARY TO IMPOSE BAPTISM ON GENTILE CONVERTS AS A PURIFICATORY REGENERATIVE RITE MAKING THEM FIT TO BE ASSOCIATED RELIGIOUSLY WITH THE NATURALLY BORN SONS OF ABRAHAM, SEEMS CLEARLY TO HAVE BEEN DICTATED BY THE DEEPER SPIRITUAL CONVICTION THAT IT WAS ISRAEL ITSELF WHO REQUIRED REGENERATION. FOR JOHN, FROM THE STANDPOINT OF SPIRITUAL VALUES, THE JEWS WERE NO MORE A PRIVILEGED PEOPLE; THEY HAD FORFEITED THEIR BIRTHRIGHT; ISRAEL ITSELF WAS NOW NO BETTER THAN THE HEATHEN. PHYSICAL KINSHIP WITH ABRAHAM COULD NO LONGER BE CONSIDERED A GUARANTEE AGAINST THE WRATH TO COME. TO ESCAPE THE TRIALS AND TERRORS OF THAT DAY THE ONLY WAY FOR THEM WAS TO REPENT, AND SO BECOME MEMBERS OF THE NEW SPIRITUAL ISRAEL BY SUBMITTING TO A RITE SIMILAR TO THAT WHICH THEY ARROGANTLY IMPOSED ON THE GENTILES. WHAT GREATER HUMILIATION THAN THIS COULD THERE BE TO THE RACIAL PRIDE OF THE JEW? BUT THINGS WERE SO DESPERATE, THAT IT REQUIRED EVEN THIS ACT OF HUMILIATION AS AN EARNEST OF TRULY SINCERE REPENTANCE AND CONTRITION. UNREPENTANT THEY WERE NO BETTER THAN HEATHEN IDOLATERS.
ONE OF JOHN'S DISCOURSES AND ITS SYMBOLISM
LET US NOW TURN TO THE FIRST PART OF THE SHORT BUT POWERFUL ADDRESS OF THE BAPTIZER HANDED ON BY MT. (3:7-10) AND LK. (3:7-9), A MOST INTERESTING EXAMPLE OF THOSE STIRRING UTTERANCES OR 'SAYINGS' OF HIS REFERRED TO BY JOSEPHUS. YE OUT-BIRTHS OF VIPERS, WHO HATH GIVEN YOU A GLIMPSE OF FLEEING FROM THE WRATH TO COME? MAKE FRUIT, THEREFORE, WORTHY OF (OR SUFFICIENT FOR) YOUR REPENTANCE. AND THINK NOT (LK. BEGIN NOT) TO SAY WITHIN (OR AMONG) YOURSELVES: WE HAVE ABRAHAM [FOR] FATHER. FOR I SAY UNTO YOU THAT GOD IS ABLE OF THESE STONES (ARAM. 'ABENAYYA) TO RAISE (OR WAKE) UP CHILDREN (ARAM. BENAYYA) FOR ABRAHAM. BUT EVEN NOW THE AXE IS LAID UNTO THE ROOT OF THE TREES: EVERY TREE, THEREFORE, WHICH BEARETH NOT GOOD FRUIT, IS HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIRE. THIS GRAPHIC DISCOURSE, CONTAINED IN Q, BEGINS WITH THE SAME TERRIBLE PHRASE 'GENERATION' OR 'OUT-BIRTHS OF VIPERS' WHICH JESUS ALSO USES ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS. IT MAY POSSIBLY GO BACK TO MICAH 7:17, WHERE WE READ, REFERRING TO THE HEATHEN: "THEY SHALL LICK THE DUST LIKE SERPENTS, LIKE THOSE CREEPING ON THE EARTH." AND IF 'LICKING THE DUST' CAN BE TAKEN IN THE SENSE OF THE ALLEGORISTS OF THE TIME, WHO INTERPRET IT AS EATING EXCREMENT, A FATE ALLOTTED TO THE SERPENT-SHAPED SOULS OF THE DAMNED IN SHEŌL, IT BECOMES ALL THE MORE STRIKINGLY GRAPHIC. IN VAIN DO THEY THINK THEY WILL ESCAPE BECAUSE THEY ARE OF KINSHIP WITH ABRAHAM, OR THAT GOD CANNOT REPEAT THE WONDER HE ONCE WROUGHT, OF RAISING UP CHILDREN OUT OF THE BARREN ROCK OF THEIR FOREFATHER. GOD IS ABLE TO MAKE A NEW ISRAEL OUT OF THE VERY STONES, JUST AS HE HAD OF OLD HEWN, LIKE STONES (HEB. 'ABANĪM), A LINE OF SONS (HEB. BĀNĪM) FROM THE ONCE BARREN ROCK OF ABRAHAM, AS ISAIAH SAYS (51:1-2): "LOOK UNTO THE ROCK WHENCE YE WERE HEWN...LOOK UNTO ABRAHAM YOUR FATHER." THIS FOR THE 'STONES'; BUT WHAT OF THE 'TREES'? THERE ARE OTHER PASSAGES IN THE O.T. (E.G. PS. 1:1, JER. 17:5-8) WHICH LIKEN THE MAN WHO DELIGHTS IN THE LAW AND HAS FAITH IN YAHWEH TO FRUIT-BEARING TREES; BUT THE MOST ARRESTING VERSE IN THIS CONNECTION IS TO BE FOUND IN THE CONTINUATION OF THE SAME VISION IN EZEKIEL (47:1-8) WHICH SO GRAPHICALLY DEPICTED THE MESSIANIC SOURCE. THIS, READS (V. 12): "BY THE RIVER UPON THE BANKS THEREOF, ON THIS SIDE AND ON THAT SIDE, SHALL GROW ALL TREES FOR MEAT, WHOSE LEAF SHALL NOT FADE; THEY SHALL BRING FORTH NEW FRUIT MONTH AFTER MONTH, BECAUSE THEIR WATERS ISSUE FROM THE SANCTUARY: AND THE FRUIT THEREOF SHALL BE FOR MEAT AND THE LEAF THEREOF FOR MEDICINE." THE MYSTICAL APPLICATION OF THIS PROPHETICAL UTTERANCE TO THE RIGHTEOUS OF ISRAEL AS THE FRUIT-BEARING TREES OF THE LONGED-FOR DAYS OF THE MESSIAH, WOULD SURELY STRIKE THE IMAGINATION OF SO INTUITIVE A MIND AS JOHN'S; IT IS INDEED ALL OF A PIECE WITH HIS GENERAL CONCEPTION AND EXPECTATION AND FITS IN MOST DEFTLY.
THE FISH AND FISHERS SYMBOLISM
BUT THIS DOES NOT EXHAUST THE IMAGERY OF EZEKIEL'S STRIKING VISION OF THE OUTPOURING OF GOD'S SPIRIT IN THE DAYS OF THE END, WHICH MADE SO DEEP AN IMPRESSION UPON JOHN. THE PROPHET USES ANOTHER GRAPHIC FIGURE, WHICH ALSO GREATLY INFLUENCED EARLY CHRISTIANITY AND WAS MADE MUCH OF LATER ON IN THE SYMBOLIC INTERPRETATIONS OF SOME OF THE CHURCH FATHERS. IF ONLY WE HAD THE MYSTICAL EXEGESIS OF THIS FIGURE AS CONCEIVED IN THE MIND OF THE PRE-CHRISTIAN PALESTINIAN DORSHĒ RASHUMŌTH, WHO ANTICIPATED IN SOME WAYS THE ALEXANDRIAN JEWISH ALLEGORISTS OF PHILO'S DAY, WE SHOULD PROBABLY FIND THAT THEY HAD ALREADY GIVEN SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE TO THE FOLLOWING ARRESTING VERSES (9 AND 10) OF THE VISION. THESE READ IN EISLER'S RENDERING: WHERESOEVER THE RIVER SHALL COME, EVERYTHING THAT MOVETH SHALL LIVE; AND THERE SHALL BE A VERY GREAT MULTITUDE OF FISH, BECAUSE THE WATERS SHALL COME THITHER...AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS [THAT] THE FISHERS STAND BY IT FROM EN-GEDI UNTO EN-EGLAIM; THEY SHALL BE [A PLACE] TO SPREAD FORTH NETS [FOR ALL FISH] ACCORDING TO THEIR KINDS." EN-GEDI AND EN-EGLAIM WERE TWO OASES WITH FRESH-WATER SPRINGS—THE GEDI OR KID SPRING AND THE EGLAIM OR (?) CALF SPRING—ON THE SHORES OF THE DEAD SEA OR SALT LAKE. THE FORMER WAS THE CHIEF CENTER OF THE ESSENES. WITH SUCH A STRIKING FIGURE BEFORE HIM IT WOULD BE EASY FOR JOHN, THE PROCLAIMER OF REPENTANCE AND THE TURNING AGAIN TO GOD OF A RIGHTEOUS REMNANT, TO BELIEVE THAT IN THE DAYS OF THE END THERE WERE TO BE PROPHETS WHO SHOULD BE 'FISHERS OF MEN.' NOW IT IS REMARKABLE THAT WE HAVE A NUMBER OF REFERENCES TO THIS FISHING OF SOULS BOUND UP WITH ECHOES OF LEGENDS OF JOHN THE BAPTIZER, WHICH BLEND INTO A RICH STREAM OF GNOSTIC TRADITIONS WHICH STILL EXISTS TO-DAY AND GOES BACK EVENTUALLY TO VERY EARLY TIMES. THE MANDÆANS, THAT IS BELIEVERS IN THE MANDĀ OR GNOSIS, OR NAZORĀYĀ AS THEY CALL THEMSELVES, KNOWN TO THE ARABS AS THE SŪBBĀ'S OR BAPTISTS, HAVE MUCH TO TELL US OF THE 'FISHER OF SOULS' AND THE EVIL 'FISHERS OF MEN,' AS WE SHALL SEE LATER ON. THEIR SAGA OF THE FISHER OF SOULS IS A BEAUTIFUL CONCEPTION WITHIN THE SETTING OF ESCHATOLOGICAL AND SOTERIOLOGICAL NOTIONS, AND SEEMS TO BE AN INTEGRAL ELEMENT OF THE SYNCRETIC STREAM OF THE MANDĀ WHICH GOES BACK FAR TOWARDS GNOSTIC BEGINNINGS. NOW THE MANDÆAN TRADITIONS ARE HOSTILE NOT ONLY TO CHRISTIANITY BUT ALSO TO JUDAISM. MANY OF THEIR NOTIONS CAN BE CLOSELY PARALLELED WITH SOME OF THE DOCTRINES OF THE RELIGION OF MĀNĪ, WITH SOME OF THE MAIN ELEMENTS UNDERLYING THE SCHEME OF THE COPTIC GNOSTIC PISTIS SOPHIA AND THE TWO TREATISES OF THE BRUCE CODEX, POINTS OF CONTACT MAY ALSO BE FOUND IN WHAT WE KNOW OF THE DOCTRINES OF THE ELCHASAITES, AND IN SOME PARTS OF THE CLEMENTINE ROMANCES WHICH PRESERVE EARLY EBIONITE TRADITIONS AND LEGENDS OF SIMON THE MAGIAN, WITH WHOM JOHN IS BROUGHT INTO CONNECTION. AND HERE IT MAY BE NOTED THAT, IF IT IS SURPRISING TO FIND THE INFLUENCE OF JOHN THE BAPTIZER SPREADING AS FAR EAST AS MESOPOTAMIA, IT IS NOT OUT OF KEEPING WITH THE FACT THAT THE BAPTISM OF JOHN WAS ALSO PRACTICED IN THE EAST MEDITERRANEAN AREA FAR OUTSIDE PALESTINE AMONG THE DISPERSION AND INDEED AMONG SOME OF THE EARLY CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES, AS WE LEARN FROM THE ACTS AND EPISTLES, WITNESS ESPECIALLY THE APOLLŌS INCIDENT (ACTS 18:24, I. COR. 1:12).
ḪANI-ŌANNĒS-IŌANNĒS
NO LITTLE OF MYTHIC NOTIONS FROM OLD BABYLONIAN, CHALDEAN AND IRANIAN TRADITIONS IS TO BE FOUND IMMIXED IN THE OLDEST DEPOSITS OF THIS MANDÆAN STREAM; THERE IS THUS A PRE-CHRISTIAN BACKGROUND AS WELL. INDEED, THE FISHER-FIGURE CANNOT FAIL AT ONCE TO REMIND STUDENTS OF THE COMPARATIVE SCIENCE OF RELIGION OF THE ANCIENT BABYLONIAN FISH-CLAD FISHER-GOD ḪANI-ŌANNĒS—THE ARCHAIC EA, FATHER OF MARDUK THE SAVIOR-GOD OF BABYLON WHO ROSE YEARLY FROM THE DEAD. THIS PRIMEVAL GOD OF WISDOM WAS THE CULTURE-GOD WHO HAD TAUGHT EARLY MANKIND ALL THE ARTS OF CIVILIZATION. BEROSSUS, THE CHALAEAN PRIEST WHO WROTE FOR THE GREEKS A HISTORY OF HIS PEOPLE, TELLS US OF NO LESS THAN SIX MANIFESTATIONS OF ŌANNĒS IN SUCCESSIVE PERIODS; AND THIS NOTION OF REVELATION AND SAVING IN SUCCESSIVE PERIODS IS FUNDAMENTAL WITH THE MANDÆANS. ŌANNĒS ROSE FROM THE SEA—THE WATERS PRESUMABLY OF THE PERSIAN GULF, IN THE OLD STORY, BUT MARDUK, HIS SON, DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN. IT IS BY NO MEANS IMPROBABLE THAT THE PICTURING OF APPROPRIATE ANCIENT MYTHS WHICH FLOATED FREELY IN THE THOUGHT-ATMOSPHERE OF BABYLONIA, MAY HAVE DETERMINED SOME OF THE IMAGERY OF EZEKIEL'S VISIONS BY THE 'RIVER OF BABYLON,' AND INDEED MAY OTHERWISE HAVE PSYCHICALLY INFLUENCED INDIRECTLY NO LITTLE OF JEWISH APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE, AS FOR INSTANCE WHEN THE EZRA APOCALYPSE (AT THE END OF THE 1ST CENTURY A.D.) TELLS US THAT THE REDEEMER OF THE WORLD, THE CELESTIAL MAN, IS EXPECTED TO RISE FROM THE 'HEART OF THE OCEAN.' IF THEN, AS EZRA IV. PERMITS US TO CONCLUDE, CERTAIN APOCALYPTISTS AND ALLEGORISTS, WHO WERE PROBABLY JEWS OF THE BABYLONIAN OR SYRIAN DISPERSION, COULD CONCEIVE OF THEIR PRE-EXISTENT MESSIAH AS IN SOME WAY ASSOCIATED WITH THE FIGURE OF THE ANCIENT ḪANI (ŌANNĒS, IANNĒS, IŌANNĒS), AND EXPECTED THE REDEEMER OF ISRAEL TO ARISE FROM THE DEPTHS OF THE GREAT WATERS, IT IS NOT IMPROBABLE THAT IN THOSE DAYS, WHEN THE INTERPLAY OF MYSTICAL ASSOCIATIONS WAS SO PREVALENT AND EAGERLY SOUGHT OUT, SOME OF THE MOST ENTHUSIASTIC FOLLOWERS OF JOHN MAY HAVE BELIEVED THAT THIS BAPTIZING 'FISHER OF SOULS' WAS THE EXPECTED MANIFESTATION.
JOHN-JONAH
SIMILARITY IN THE SOUNDS OF NAMES FASCINATED MEN'S MINDS, AND ḪANI-ŌANNĒS-JOHN IS NOT THE ONLY NAME-PLAY WE MEET WITH IN THE BAPTIST'S STORY. ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN MADE BY SCHOLARS TO SHOW THAT 'THE SIGN OF THE PROPHET JONAH' (Q—MT. 12:19F. = LK. 11:29F.) WAS PERHAPS ORIGINALLY CONNECTED WITH JOHN, AND THAT A TESTIMONY OF JESUS TO JOHN HAS BEEN CONVERTED ALREADY IN Q, THE EARLY NON-MARKAN SOURCE OF MATTER COMMON TO MT. AND LK., INTO A TESTIMONY OF JESUS CONCERNING HIMSELF. (ON THIS POINT SEE EISLER, OP. CIT., PP. 156-162, WHERE ALL IS SET OUT IN DETAIL.) IT IS FURTHER OF INTEREST TO NOTE THAT JONAH IN HEBREW MEANS DOVE, AND THAT AMONG THE MANDÆANS THERE WAS A CLASS OF THE PERFECT CALLED DOVES. COMPARE ALSO THE GREEK PHYSIOLOGUS (XLI.): "THE DOVE [THE HOLY GHOST] ...WHICH IS JOHN THE BAPTIST." THE NAMES JONAH AND JOHN COULD EASILY BE BROUGHT INTO CLOSE CONNECTION, AND INDEED JONAH IS SOMETIMES FOUND AS A SHORTENED FORM OF JOḪANAN. THE JONAH-LEGEND PROVIDED A VERY SUITABLE SETTING WHEREIN TO DEPICT THE LIFE OF A PROPHET WHO CAUSED HIS HEARERS TO REPENT, AND IT MAY BE THAT JESUS REFERRED TO JOHN AS 'A GREATER JONAH' (MT. 12:41). THE MOST STRIKING IMAGE IN THE MYTHIC STORY IS THE GREAT FISH. NOW THE BELLY OF THE GREAT FISH FOR THE JEWISH ALLEGORISTS, AND INDEED IT IS PLAINLY STATED IN THE LEGEND ITSELF, WAS SHEŌL, THE UNDERWORLD, THE PIT. BUT ANOTHER MYTHIC GREAT FISH, OR PERHAPS THE SAME IN ANOTHER ASPECT, WAS THE COSMIC MONSTER LEVIĀTHĀN. AND SYMBOLISTS, ALLEGORISTS AND MYSTICS GOT BUSY WITH THIS MYTHIC FIGURE. THUS, WE FIND THAT LEVIĀTHĀN WAS THE NAME GIVEN BY THE OPHITES OF CELSUS, WHO ARE PLAINLY OF SYRIAN BABYLONIAN ORIGIN, TO THE SEVEN, THAT IS TO THE COSMIC ANIMAL PSYCHĒ, THE HIERARCHY OF RULERS AND DEVOURERS OF THE ANIMAL SOULS OF MEN AS WELL AS OF ANIMALS PROPER, EACH OF THE SEVEN BEING SYMBOLIZED BY AN ANIMAL FIGURE, PROBABLY AN ANIMAL-FACED (LION, ETC.) DRAGON OR FISH. IN THE MANDÆAN TRADITION THE FISHER OF SOULS TAKES THE SEVEN IN HIS NET AND DESTROYS THEM, EVEN AS IN THE OLD BABYLONIAN MYTH THE SAVIOR-GOD MANDUK {SIC., READ MARDUK} CATCHES TIAMĀT, THEIR MOTHER, THE PRIMEVAL DRAGON OF THE DEEP, IN HIS NET AND DESTROYS HER. AND STRANGELY ENOUGH THERE IS AN OLD RABBINICAL LEGEND OF JONAH PRESERVED IN THE MIDRASH YALQUT YONA (§ 1), WHICH RELATES THAT, WHEN THE PROPHET WAS IN THE BELLY OF THE GREAT FISH, HE PRAYED THAT IT SHOULD CARRY HIM QUICKLY TO THE LEVIĀTHĀN, SO THAT BE MIGHT CATCH IT WITH HIS FISHING TACKLE. FOR JONAH DESIRED, WHEN ONCE AGAIN SAFELY ASHORE, TO MAKE OF ITS FLESH A FEAST FOR THE RIGHTEOUS, A DISTINCT REFERENCE TO THE MESSIANIC FISH-BANQUET WHICH IS TO TAKE PLACE IN THE DAYS OF THE END. THE JEWISH FOLK OF THE BABYLONIAN DISPERSION, WHO WERE SURROUNDED WITH IMAGES OF THE FISH-CLAD ḪANI-ŌANNĒS AND OF HIS PRIESTS, WOULD EASILY THINK OF THEM AS REPRESENTING A MAN SWALLOWED BY A FISH, AND AS EASILY BE REMINDED OF THE STORY OF THEIR GREAT PROPHET JONAH, WHO WAS FABLED TO HAVE MADE THE PROUD KING OF ASHSHUR AND ALL THE NINEVITES REPENT; AND THE MYSTICS SUBSEQUENTLY WOULD EASILY ASSOCIATE ALL THIS WITH MESSIANIC NOTIONS.
RABBINIC FISH-SYMBOLISM
IT HAS RECENTLY BEEN SHEWN FROM HITHERTO NEGLECTED RABBINICAL DOCUMENTS THAT 'FISH' WAS QUITE A COMMON SYMBOL FOR THE RIGHTEOUS MAN OF ISRAEL, WHO LIVED ALL HIS LIFE IN THE WATERS OF THE TORAH OR SACRED LAW. THE EVIDENCE GOES BACK AS EARLY AS THE TIMES OF RABBAN GAMALIEL THE ELDER, THE TEACHER OF PAUL, WHO WAS THEREFORE A CONTEMPORARY OF JOHN AND JESUS. THUS, WE READ IN THE MIDRASH TANḪUMA TO DEUT. 5:32: "AS A FISH DELIGHTS IN WATER, EVEN SO A MASTER OF THE SCRIPTURES DIVES INTO THE STREAMS OF BALM" THE SWEET-SMELLING WATERS OF THE LAW, COMPARE THE SWEET SAVOR AND PERFUME OF THE GNŌSIS AND OF THE HEAVENLY ESSENCES AND PER CONTRA THE STENCH OF THE EVIL FISHERS OR TEACHERS OF FALSE DOCTRINE IN THE MANDÆAN JOHN-BOOK. DECISIVE IN THIS CONNECTION IS THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE FROM THE ABOTH DE R. NATHAN (CH. 40): "THE PUPILS OF RABBI GAMALIEL THE ELDER WERE DIVIDED INTO FOUR KINDS OF FISH: INTO CLEAN AND UNCLEAN [BRACKISH WATER] FISH FROM THE JORDAN AND FISH FROM THE OCEAN, ACCORDING TO THEIR HIGH AND LOW DESCENT AND TO THE DEGREE OF THEIR LEARNING AND QUICKNESS OF THEIR UNDERSTANDING." THOUGH THEY WERE NOT 'FISHERS OF MEN,' THEY WERE FISH OF YAHWEH SWIMMING IN THE HOLY STREAM, THE LIFE-GIVING WATERS OF THE LAW. IT WAS THUS VERY NATURAL FOR JOHN, REMEMBERING THE STRIKING PASSAGE IN EZEKIEL (47:12) ABOUT THE FISH WHO REPENTED, TO CONTRAST WITH THEM THE UNREPENTANT AS A 'GENERATION OF VIPERS,' (CP. THE FISH-SCORPION CONTRAST IN MT. 7:10). NOR COULD JOHN HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF THE PROPHECY IN JEREMIAH (16:16) CONCERNING THE GATHERING TOGETHER OF DISPERSED ISRAEL: "BEHOLD, I WILL SEND FOR MANY FISHERS, SAITH THE LORD, AND THEY SHALL FISH THEM," AND HAVE GIVEN IT A SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE. BUT OF AN EVEN MORE ARRESTING NATURE IS THE FOLLOWING FROM BEREŠITH RABBA (CH. 97): "AS THE ISRAELITES ARE INNUMERABLE, EVEN SO ARE THE FISHES; AS THE ISRAELITES WILL NEVER DIE OUT ON THE EARTH, THE FISHES WILL NEVER DIE OUT IN THEIR ELEMENT. ONLY THE SON OF MAN NAMED 'FISH' COULD LEAD ISRAEL INTO THE LAND OF PROMISE, NAMELY JOSHUAH BEN NUN (= FISH)." THE GREEK TRANSLITERATION OF JOSHUAH IN THE LXX. VERSION IS INVARIABLY JESUS.  
THE SAMARITAN TA'EB—A REBORN JOSHUAH OR NOAH
[bookmark: page_21_fr_1]NOW IN SAMARITAN TRADITION, AND IT WILL BE REMEMBERED THAT THE SAMARITANS REJECTED ALL THE JEWISH SCRIPTURES SAVE THE FIVE FIFTHS OF THE LAW, THEIR FUTURE REDEEMER WAS TO BE CALLED JOSHUAH. THIS DELIVERER THEY CALLED THE TA'EB, THE RETURNER, AND THEY BELIEVED HE WOULD BE A REBORN OR RETURNED JOSHUAH. THE TA'EB IS THE SAMARITAN 'MESSIAH.' IN THIS CONNECTION A RECENTLY TRANSLATED SAMARITAN MIDRASH (B.M. SAMARITAN MS. OR. 3393) IS ESPECIALLY INSTRUCTIVE. IT UNDERSTANDS THE TITLE TA'EB AS SIGNIFYING 'HE WHO REPENTS' OR EVEN 'HE WHO MAKES TO REPENT,' NOT SO MUCH THE RETURNER AS THE TURNER-BACK OF OTHERS. IT IS BROUGHT INTO CLOSE CONNECTION ALSO WITH NOḪAM, MEANING REPENTING, AND IS THUS BY WORD-PLAY ASSOCIATED WITH NOAH. OUR SAMARITAN MIDRASH ACCORDINGLY BRINGS NOAH ON TO THE SCENE OF EXPECTED REDEMPTION, AND BECOMES A SPIRITUALIZED VERSION OF THE DELUGE-STORY, ABOUNDING IN MYSTICAL WORD-PLAYS. ONE OR TWO SPECIMENS OF THEM MAY NOW BE GIVEN, AS THE IDEAS BEHIND THEM ARE REMINISCENT OF THE JOHN-CIRCLE OF IDEAS. WHEREAS IN THE OLD STORY YAHWEH ORDERS NOAH: "MAKE THEE AN ARK (TEBAH)," THE MIDRASH MAKES GOD SAY UNTO THE TA'EB: "MAKE THEE A CONVERSION" OR REPENTANCE (ARAM. SHUBA, TUBAH). AND SO, IT CONTINUES IN MANY DETAILS GLOSSING THE ORIGINAL PARTS OF THE ARK BY MEANS OF WORD-PLAY, INTRODUCING NOTIONS OF PROPITIATION, EXPIATION AND ATONEMENT. A SINGLE PASSAGE FROM THE ORIGINAL WILL MAKE THIS CLEAR, AND IN READING IT WE SHOULD REMEMBER THAT SAMARIA WAS A HOT-BED OF MYSTIC AND GNOSTIC MOVEMENTS OF ALL SORTS. BEHOLD I BRING A [FLOOD OF] CONVERSION [AND] OF DIVINE FAVOR UPON THE EARTH, TO SAVE ISRAEL AND GATHER IT FROM EVERYWHERE UNDER THE SKY. I SHALL PERFORM MY COVENANT, WHICH I HAVE SET UP WITH ABRAHAM, ISRAEL AND JACOB. AND THOU SHALT ENTER INTO THE CONVERSION, THOU AND THY HOUSE AND THE WHOLE HOUSE OF ISRAEL WITH THEE; AND TAKE WITH THEE ALL KIND OF...PRAYING AND FASTING AND PURIFICATION, WHICH THOU PERFORMEST, AND TAKE ALL UNTO THEE, AND IT SHALL BE FOR CONVERSION FOR THEE AND FOR THEM. AND THE TA'EB DID EVERYTHING AS GOD HAD COMMANDED HIM. THE ARK (TEBAH) SAVED NOAH FROM THE FLOOD OF PERDITION, AND THE CONVERSION (SHUBAH, TUBAH) WILL SAVE THE PENITENT ONE (TA'EB) AND ALL THE SONS OF ISRAEL FROM THE [FLOOD OF] PERVERSION. THE 'FLOOD OF PERVERSION' IS THAT OF 'THE CURSED ÆON.' AMONG THE MANY MESSIANIC EXPECTATIONS OF THOSE DAYS, THEREFORE, WAS THE BELIEF THAT IN THE LAST DAYS IT WOULD AGAIN BE AS IN THE TIMES OF NOAH, AS INDEED WE ARE EXPRESSLY INFORMED BY Q (MT. 24:37FF. = LK. 17:26FF.)
JOHN'S ESCHATOLOGICAL SYMBOLISM
THERE ARE OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST IN THE FRAGMENTARY 'SAYINGS' OF JOHN AND OTHER REFERENCES PRESERVED IN THE SYNOPTIC ACCOUNTS, BUT OF THESE WE SHALL SELECT ONLY ONE AS BEING OF SPECIAL INTEREST. JOHN'S EXPECTATION OF THE NATURE OF THE CATASTROPHE OF THE TIMES OF THE END WAS SOMEWHAT COMPLEX. THREE PHASES OF ELEMENTAL DESTRUCTION HAUNTED HIS IMAGINATION. SIMILAR DISASTERS HAD ALREADY HAPPENED IN THE PAST AT THE CULMINATION OF CERTAIN SUCCESSIVE CRITICAL PERIODS IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND. THERE HAD BEEN A DESTRUCTION BY WATER, ANOTHER BY A MIGHTY WIND AND TEMPEST WHICH OVERWHELMED THE GREAT TOWER (TO WHICH MANY A RABBINIC LEGEND TESTIFIES), AND A DESTRUCTION BY FIRE IN THE DAYS OF LOT. JOHN'S BAPTISM OR WATER-PURIFICATION MAY WELL HAVE BEEN INTENDED AS AN OUTER SIGN OF THE INNER ATTEMPT TO AVERT FROM THE RIGHTEOUS THE DIRE RESULTS OF THE GREAT FORTHCOMING WORLD 'TRIAL' BY THE WATER OF GOD'S WRATH THAT WOULD OVERWHELM THE WICKED. BUT THERE WERE TWO OTHER 'BAPTISMS' OR PURIFICATIONS WHICH HE EXPECTED A GREATER THAN HIMSELF TO EFFECT IN SIMILAR FASHION AND FOR A SIMILAR PURPOSE. THERE WAS TO BE A PURIFICATION OR BAPTISM BY FIRE; AND, IN CHRISTIAN INTERPRETATION, THE THIRD AND LAST AND GREATEST WAS TO BE, EFFECTED BY MEANS OF THE HOLY 'SPIRIT.' THIS WOULD NOT BE OUT OF KEEPING WITH THE BELIEF OF JOHN, FOR IT WAS EVER THE SPIRIT OF GOD, AS WATER, FIRE OR WIND, THAT WOULD PURIFY AND SAVE THE RIGHTEOUS. BUT THE GRAPHIC FIGURE OF THE WINNOWING FAN IN JOHN'S DECLARATION SHOWS CLEARLY THAT THE NOTION WAS CONNECTED IN HIS MIND WITH THE NECESSARY WIND WITHOUT WHICH WINNOWING WAS IMPOSSIBLE—THE MIGHTY WIND OR SPIRIT OF GOD. FOR THE GOOD THIS WOULD RESULT IN A BLESSED HARVESTING, BUT FOR THE EVIL IT WOULD BE A SCATTERING AS OF CHAFF. THOUGH ALL THESE NOTIONS MAY WELL HAVE COME TO JOHN WITHIN THE AMBIT OF THE JEWISH SCRIPTURES, MANY PROPHETICAL PRONOUNCEMENTS IN WHICH GRAPHICALLY DEPICT ALL THESE FORMS OF DIVINE VISITATION, IT IS NEVERTHELESS NOT WITHOUT SIGNIFICANCE THAT THE RITES OF PURIFICATION BY WATER, FIRE AND WIND (VENTILATION) WERE AN INTEGRAL ELEMENT OF SOME OF THE HELLENISTIC MYSTERY-INSTITUTIONS, AND THAT THE PERIODIC CATASTROPHIC SCHEME IS CLEARLY TO BE PARALLELED IN THE LATER BABYLONIAN ASTRAL RELIGION, AND ESPECIALLY IN ITS BLENDING WITH IRANIAN CONCEPTIONS WHICH CENTER ROUND THE ÆON-CULT (ZERVANISM), AND ALL THOSE NOTIONS OF THE GREAT YEAR AND WORLD-PERIODS, WHICH LATER STOICISM TOOK OVER AND MADE FAMILIAR TO IMPERIAL TIMES. THIS GREAT YEAR HAD THREE 'SEASONS'—SUMMER, WINTER, SPRING—EACH OF WHICH WAS ASSIGNED TO ONE OF THE THREE MOST ANCIENT ELEMENTS: FIRE, WATER AND WIND. AS THE GREAT YEAR TURNED ON ITSELF THE CONSTELLATIONS RETURNED AT THE END OF THE REVOLUTION TO THE SAME POSITIONS THEY HAD OCCUPIED IN A FORMER GREAT YEAR. THERE WERE THUS CRITICAL MOMENTS IN THE ÆONIC MOVEMENT, AND AT THESE COSMIC CATASTROPHES OCCURRED. IT IS HARDLY TO BE SUPPOSED THAT JOHN HAD ANY SUCH 'SCIENTIFIC' NOTIONS IN HIS MIND: BUT IT IS UNDENIABLE THAT MANY HAD SUCH CONCEPTIONS IN HIS DAY, AND INDEED AMONG THE LEARNED AND MYSTICS WE FIND BLENDS OF SUCH 'SCIENCE' WITH PROPHETICAL INTUITIONS. BUT FOR THE JEWISH ESCHATOLOGIST IT WAS A ONCE FOR ALL EVENT HE EXPECTED, WHEREAS FOR SUCH MEN AS THE STOIC THINKERS IT WAS A PERPETUAL RECURRENCE.
JOHN AND JESUS GENERALLY
AND WHAT IS THE OUTCOME OF THIS ENQUIRY? IT SEEMS TO ME THAT A VERY IMPORTANT BACKGROUND OF CHRISTIAN ORIGINS IS HERE INDICATED. IT POINTS TO A WIDE-SPREAD JEWISH ESCHATOLOGICAL AND THEREFORE NECESSARILY MESSIANIC MOVEMENT PRIOR TO CHRISTIANITY, OF WHICH EARLIEST CHRISTIANITY WAS AT FIRST A CULMINATION, WHATEVER MODIFICATIONS AND COMPLETIONS WERE SUBSEQUENTLY INTRODUCED. IT IS THEREFORE TO BE REGRETTED THAT OUR INFORMATION CONCERNING JOHN THE BAPTIZER AND HIS DOCTRINES IS SO MEAGRE. IT IS QUITE NATURAL THAT SOME OF JOHN'S ADHERENTS SHOULD HAVE ATTACHED THEMSELVES TO JESUS ON HIS PUBLIC APPEARANCE AS A PROCLAIMER BEFORE THE MARTYRDOM OF THEIR OWN IMPRISONED PROPHET. THE SUDDENNESS WITH WHICH MK., OUR EARLIEST NARRATIVE, INTRODUCES JESUS 'CALLING' THE FIRST FOUR OF HIS DISCIPLES AND THEIR INSTANT LEAVING ALL AND FOLLOWING HIM TO BECOME 'FISHERS OF MEN,' IS INEXPLICABLE WITHOUT THERE HAVING BEEN SOME PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF THE WAY ON THE PART OF SIMON AND ANDREW, JAMES AND JOHN. THEY MAY WELL HAVE ALREADY BEEN FAMILIAR WITH JOHN'S TEACHING. INDEED, THE WRITER OF THE FOURTH GOSPEL TELLS US CATEGORICALLY (JN. 1:40) THAT ANDREW, THE BROTHER OF SIMON-PETER-KEPHAS, HAD BEEN A DISCIPLE OF THE BAPTIZER. BUT IF SOME OF JOHN'S ACTUAL 'DISCIPLES' FOLLOWED JESUS BEFORE ANY QUESTION OF MESSIAHSHIP AROSE, IT IS PROBABLE THAT FAR MORE OF HIS LAY-ADHERENTS ALSO DID SO. INDEED, THE EARLIEST HISTORY OF THE EXPANSION OF CHRISTIANITY, THAT IS OF THE JESUS MESSIANIC MOVEMENT, PRESERVES TRACES THAT IN SOME PLACES THERE WAS A CONSIDERABLE JOHANNINE INFLUENCE, NOTABLY THE CONTINUED USE OF JOHN'S BAPTISM. ON THE CONTRARY, MOST OF JOHN'S DISCIPLES TO ALL SEEMING REFUSED TO RECOGNIZE THE JESUS MESSIANIC CLAIMS, AND THE ECHOES OF HISTORY PRESERVED IN THE MANDÆAN TRADITIONS DECLARE THAT THEY MOST EMPHATICALLY REJECTED THEM. IN ANY CASE IT MAY WELL BE THAT SOME OF THE GREAT FIGURES, TYPES AND SYMBOLS USED BY JESUS IN HIS EXHORTATIONS AND TEACHING WERE NOT ORIGINAL TO HIM, BUT THAT HE SHARED THEM, TOGETHER WITH OTHER MYSTIC, APOCALYPTIC AND PROPHETICAL NOTIONS, WITH CIRCLES THAT HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED BY JOHN. JESUS IS MADE TO DISTINGUISH JOHN AS THE GREATEST PROPHET WHO HAD COME BEFORE HIM, NAY AS MORE THAN A PROPHET, AND YET THE LEAST IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS SAID TO BE GREATER THAN A JOHN. THIS CAN ONLY MEAN IN THE KINGDOM IN ITS FULNESS, FOR SURELY MOST OF THE CHRISTIANS FELL FAR SHORT OF THE HIGH VIRTUE OF THE BAPTIST. WHAT IS FURTHERMORE EXCEEDINGLY PROBABLE, IF NOT UNQUESTIONABLY EVIDENT, IS THAT THE WHOLE OF JOHN'S MENTALITY WAS FLOODED WITH WHAT WE CAN ONLY CALL MYSTIC NOTIONS AND CONCEITS, GRAPHIC FIGURES, HIGHLY SPIRITUALIZED, THE MENTALITY OF A PROPHET AND SEER. IF JOHN IS THE FORERUNNER OF JESUS, MANY OF THE BAPTIZER'S ESCHATOLOGICAL AND ASSOCIATED BELIEFS ARE PROBABLY THE FORERUNNERS OF EARLIEST CHRISTIAN GENERAL DOCTRINE. AND WITH ALL THIS IN MIND, IT IS DIFFICULT NOT TO BELIEVE THAT JESUS NOT ONLY KNEW MORE OF JOHN PERSONALLY AND WHAT LAY AT THE BACK OF HIM, BUT USED MORE OF HIS IDEAS AND SYMBOLISMS THAN THE GOSPELS WOULD LEAD US TO SUPPOSE. THE MANDÆAN TRADITION DESERVES MOST CAREFUL ANALYSIS FROM THIS POINT OF VIEW; BUT BEFORE PRESENTING IT WE MAY ADD A FEW WORDS ON THE ESTRANGEMENT OF THE JOHN- AND JESUS-MOVEMENTS.
JOHN AND THE MESSIAHSHIP OF JESUS
THOUGH THE SYNOPTICS IN SOME PASSAGES ARE AT PAINS TO LET IT APPEAR AS IF JOHN RECOGNIZED THE MESSIAHSHIP OF JESUS, AND THE LATER AND 'CORRECTING' FOURTH GOSPEL EMPHATICALLY AFFIRMS THAT HE DID SO FROM THE BAPTISM ONWARDS, THERE WAS EVIDENTLY VERY CONSIDERABLE DOUBT ON THE QUESTION IN THE EARLIEST TRADITION. Q (MT. 11:3F. = LK. 7:19F.) LETS THE READER SEE THAT JOHN TO THE END HAD NO CONVICTION, MUCH LESS PRIOR SPIRITUAL APPERCEPTION, ON THE SUBJECT. FOR IT TELLS US THAT JUST BEFORE HIS END THE IMPRISONED PROPHET SENT MESSENGERS TO JESUS ASKING HIM IN COMPLETE UNCERTAINTY: "ART THOU HE THAT SHOULD COME, OR LOOK WE FOR ANOTHER?" TO THIS UNAMBIGUOUS QUESTION NO DIRECT ANSWER IS GIVEN. JOHN'S DISCIPLE-MESSENGERS ARE BIDDEN SIMPLY TO REPORT TO THEIR MASTER THE WONDERFUL HEALINGS OF WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN TOLD OR WHICH THEY HAVE WITNESSED. THE PROOF OF MESSIAHSHIP IS MADE HERE TO REST SOLELY ON WONDER-DOINGS; ANY PRIOR SPIRITUAL RECOGNITION BY JOHN OF JESUS AS THE EXPECTED ONE IS UNKNOWN TO THIS TRADITION, NOR IS IT ABLE TO REPORT THAT JOHN ACCEPTED THE WONDERS AS PROOF OF THE FULFILMENT OF HIS EXPECTATION. FROM THIS WE MAY REASONABLY FEEL ASSURED THAT, THOUGH SOME OF JOHN'S DISCIPLES FOLLOWED JESUS WHEN HE BEGAN HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY AFTER JOHN HAD BEEN PUT IN PRISON, AND CONTINUED THE PROCLAMATION OF THE NEAR COMING OF THE KINGDOM, THE MAJORITY REFRAINED. THEY CONTINUED IN THEIR OWN WAY AND DISCIPLINE; NOR DID THEY SUBSEQUENTLY RECOGNIZE THE MESSIAHSHIP OF JESUS, FOR ABOVE ALL THEY HAD NO AUTHORITY FROM THEIR MASTER TO DO SO. THIS IS A NEGATIVE INFERENCE; BUT THE POSITIVE REJECTION OF THE CHRISTIAN MESSIANIC CLAIM IS BROUGHT OUT WITH SHARP POLEMICAL EMPHASIS IN THE MANDÆAN TRADITION, WHICH CLAIMS TO DERIVE FROM JOHN AND REGARDS JESUS AS THE DECEIVER-MESSIAH. THE BAPTISM OF JESUS BY JOHN IS ACKNOWLEDGED, BUT EXPLAINED IN POLEMIC MYSTIC FASHION. THERE ARE HOWEVER SIGNS THAT, APART FROM THE SUBSEQUENT BITTERNESS OF OUTER THEOLOGICAL CONTROVERSY, THERE WAS ORIGINALLY AN INNER DEEPER GNOSTIC GROUND OF DIVISION, FOR JESUS IS NOT REPRESENTED AS UNKNOWING, BUT ON THE CONTRARY, IS MADE TO ANSWER CERTAIN TEST QUESTIONS OF JOHN WITH PROFOUND MORAL INSIGHT. BUT THE MOST SURPRISING FACT OF MANDÆAN TRADITION IS THAT IT PRESERVES NO INDICATIONS OF HAVING ENTERTAINED ANY BELIEF IN DISTINCTIVE JEWISH MESSIANISM AT ALL. ITS SOTERIOLOGY IS PECULIAR TO ITSELF AND THE TRADITION REPUDIATES JEWISH PROPHECY AND APOCALYPTIC AND IN FACT THE WHOLE TORAH, AS EMPHATICALLY AS IT DOES CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. NEVERTHELESS, ON ITS OWN SHOWING, IN THE BEGINNING THE PARTICULAR COMMUNITY OF WHICH JOHN WAS SO GREAT A PROPHET, IS DEPICTED AS SETTLED IN JUDAEA, EVEN IN JERUSALEM, AND IS CLAIMED TO HAVE HAD A PROFOUND KNOWLEDGE OF THE INNER MEANING OF THE LAW. IT IS MADE TO LOOK BACK TO A STILL MORE ANCIENT TRADITION WHICH IS CLAIMED TO BE PURER AND WISER THAN THAT OF THE HEBREWS. THOUGH THE LEGENDARY 'HISTORICAL' SIDE OF THE QUESTION IS EXCEEDINGLY OBSCURE, OUR BEST AUTHORITIES ARE AGREED THAT, AS FAR AS THE MYTHIC ELEMENT IS CONCERNED, THE MANDÆAN TRADITION PRESERVES MANY TRACES OF THE EARLIEST FORMS OF THE PRE-CHRISTIAN GNOSIS KNOWN TO US. 
FROM THE JOHN-BOOK OF THE MANDÆANS
WE WILL NOW PROCEED TO SEE WHAT THE GNOSTIC JOHN-FOLK HAVE TO SAY ABOUT THE PERSON OF YŌHĀNĀ AND CONCERNING THEIR EARLY PALESTINIAN COMMUNITY, AND WILL CONCLUDE WITH SOME TYPICAL EXTRACTS FROM THEIR JOHN-BOOK COLLECTION, OF WHICH THE MOST CHARACTERISTIC AND IMPORTANT WILL BE WHAT MAY BE CALLED THE SAGAS OF THE FISHER OF SOULS AND OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD; BUT FIRST A WORD OR TWO AS TO OUR SOURCES OF INFORMATION.
INTRODUCTORY
[bookmark: page_29_fr_1][bookmark: page_29_fr_2][bookmark: page_32_fr_1][bookmark: page_33_fr_1][bookmark: page_34_fr_1]THE MANDÆANS (LIT. GNOSTICS—MANDĀ = GNŌSIS) OF THE LOWER EUPHRATES ARE THE ONLY KNOWN SURVIVING COMMUNITY OF THE ANCIENT GNOSIS. THAT THEY HAVE SURVIVED TO OUR OWN DAY IS A REMARKABLE TESTIMONY TO THE STRENGTH OF THEIR CONVICTIONS AND OF LOYALTY TO A TRADITION WHICH THEY CLAIM TO GO BACK TO PRE-CHRISTIAN DAYS, THE DOCUMENTS CALL THEM NĀZŌRÆANS. THE ARABS GENERALLY REFER TO THEM AS SŪBBĀ'S OR BAPTISTS, WHILE THE FIRST PORTUGUESE JESUIT MISSIONARIES OF THE INQUISITION ERRONEOUSLY INTRODUCED THEM TO EUROPE IN THE EARLY PART OF THE 17TH CENTURY AS THE 'CHRISTIANS OF ST. JOHN.' BUT CHRISTIANS THEY CERTAINLY ARE NOT; ON THE CONTRARY THEY HAVE EVER BEEN STRENUOUSLY OPPOSED TO CHRISTIANITY, THOUGH THEY MAY HAVE SOMETIMES SO CAMOUFLAGED THEMSELVES TO AVOID MOSLIM PERSECUTION IN THE FIRST PLACE AND THE INQUISITIONAL METHODS OF THE MISSIONARIES IN THE SECOND. THE MANDÆAN RELIGIOUS LITERATURE (FOR OF SECULAR LITERATURE THERE IS NONE) SUPPLIES US WITH THE RICHEST DIRECT SOURCES OF ANY PHASE OF ANCIENT GNOSTICISM WHICH WE POSSESS; THESE DOCUMENTS ARE ALSO ALL THE MORE VALUABLE BECAUSE THEY ARE PURELY ORIENTAL WITHOUT ANY HELLENISTIC IMMIXTURE. INDEED, OUR ONLY OTHER CONSIDERABLE DIRECT SOURCES, THAT IS SOURCES NOT CONTAMINATED OR RENDERED SUSPECT BY TRANSMISSION THROUGH HOSTILE HANDS, ARE THE TRISMEGISTIC LITERATURE, THE COPTIC GNOSTIC DOCUMENTS AND THE RECENT MANICHÆAN FINDS IN TŪRFĀN. THE MANDÆAN LANGUAGE IS LITTLE USED BY THE FAITHFUL EXCEPT FOR RELIGIOUS PURPOSES. THE M. COMMUNITIES IN GENERAL HAVE FOR LONG USED ARABIC AS THEIR COMMON SPEECH, THOUGH ONE OR MORE GROUPS SPEAK PERSIAN. MANDÆAN IS A SOUTH BABYLONIAN DIALECT OF ARAMÆAN, ITS NEAREST COGNATE BEING THE NORTHERN BABYLONIAN AS IN THE BABYLONIAN TALMŪD. THEIR GRACEFUL SCRIPT IS PECULIAR TO THE MANDÆANS; THE VOWELS ARE IN FULL LETTERING AND ARE NOT INDICATED BY POINTS OR OTHER DIACRITICAL MARKS. THEIR LITERATURE WAS ONCE FAR MORE EXTENSIVE; FOR WHAT WE POSSESS IS MANIFESTLY IN THE FORM OF EXTRACTS COLLECTED FROM MANIFOLD MORE ANCIENT SOURCES, WHICH ARE NO LONGER EXTANT. THE CHIEF EXISTING DOCUMENTS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 1. THE SIDRĀ RABBĀ (GREAT BOOK) OR GENZĀ (TREASURY), WHICH IS DIVIDED INTO RIGHT AND LEFT PAGES, FOR THE LIVING AND THE DECEASED RESPECTIVELY, IT IS SAID, BUT I AM TOLD THAT IN SOME COPIES THE ALTERNATE PAGES ARE REVERSED AND, IN SOME CEREMONIES READ SIMULTANEOUSLY BY TWO READERS FACING EACH OTHER. IT CONSISTS OF SIXTY-FOUR PIECES OR TRACTATES, THEOLOGICAL, COSMOLOGICAL, MYTHOLOGICAL, ETHICAL AND HISTORICAL. THIS COLLECTION IS INDUBITABLY PRIOR TO THE MOHAMMEDAN CONQUEST (CIR. 651 A.D.), AND ITS SOURCES ARE OF COURSE FAR MORE ANCIENT. 2. THE SIDRĀ D'YAHYĀ (BOOK OF JOHN), ALSO CALLED DRĀSHĒ D'MALKĒ (DISCOURSES OF THE [CELESTIAL] KINGS). A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF ITS PIECES, WHICH CAN BE LISTED UNDER THIRTY-SEVEN HEADINGS, DEAL WITH THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF JOHN THE BAPTIZER. YAHYĀ IS THE ARABIC FORM OF JOHN, THE MANDÆAN YŌHĀNĀ, HEB. YOḤANAN; THE TWO FORMS, ARABIC AND MANDÆAN, ALTERNATE AND SHOW THAT THE COLLECTION WAS MADE, OR MORE PROBABLY REDACTED, AFTER THE MOSLIM CONQUEST. 3. THE QOLASTĀ (QUINTESSENCE OR SELECTIONS CALLED ALSO THE BOOK OF SOULS)—LITURGIES FOR THE BAPTISMAL CEREMONY, THE SERVICE FOR THE DEPARTED (CALLED THE 'ASCENT'—MASSEQTĀ) AND FOR THE MARRIAGE RITUAL. THESE HYMNS AND PRAYERS ARE LOFTY, THOUGH MOST OF THEM ARE PRESUMABLY NOT SO ANCIENT AS THOSE IN THE GENZĀ. 4. THE DĪVĀN CONTAINING THE PROCEDURE FOR THE EXPIATION OF CERTAIN CEREMONIAL OFFENCES AND SKETCHES OF THE 'REGIONS' THROUGH WHICH THE SOUL MUST PASS IN ITS ASCENT. 5. THE ASFAR MALWĀSHĒ (BOOK OF THE ZODIACAL CONSTELLATIONS). 6. CERTAIN INSCRIPTIONS ON EARTHEN CUPS AND ALSO PRE-MOHAMMEDAN LEAD TABLETS. IT WOULD NOT BE DIFFICULT TO PREPARE AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY (AS WE HAVE DONE ELSEWHERE FOR THE COPTIC GNOSTIC PISTIS SOPHIA DOCUMENT) TRACING THE HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF MANDÆAN STUDY IN THE WEST FROM THE 17TH CENTURY ONWARDS, BUT THIS IS A SKETCH NOT A TREATISE. IT IS SUFFICIENT TO SAY THAT, OWING TO THE DIFFICULTY OF THE LANGUAGE, NO ONE DID ANY WORK OF PERMANENT VALUE ON THE TEXTS TILL THE DUTCH SCHOLAR A. J. H. WILHELM BRANDT PUBLISHED HIS ARRESTING STUDIES—DIE MANDÄISCHE RELIGION (LEIPZIG, 1884) AND MANDÄISCHE SCHRIFTEN (GÖTTINGEN, 1803), THE LATTER CONTAINING A VERSION OF SELECTED PIECES FROM THE GENZĀ. BRANDT WAS THE REAL PIONEER TRANSLATOR (BASING HIMSELF ON NÖLDEKE'S INDISPENSABLE MANDÆAN GRAMMAR, 1875); HIS PREDECESSORS WERE EITHER ENTIRELY IGNORANT OF THE LANGUAGE OR INDULGED MAINLY IN GUESS-WORK. BRANDT'S ART. 'MANDÆANS' IN HASTINGS' ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGION AND ETHICS (1915) IS A VALUABLE SUMMARY OF HIS MOST MATURED VIEWS, AND TO IT I WOULD REFER MY READERS AS THE BEST GENERAL INTRODUCTION AVAILABLE. BRANDT'S PHILOLOGICAL EQUIPMENT IN SO DIFFICULT AND RARE A DIALECT AS MANDÆN, HOWEVER, WAS NOT SUFFICIENT FOR THE WORK OF FULL TRANSLATION. MOREOVER, HE DOES NOT SEEM TO ME TO HAVE SUFFICIENTLY REALIZED THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF THE SUBJECT FOR THE GENERAL HISTORY OF PRE-CHRISTIAN AND EARLY CHRISTIAN GNOSTICISM. THIS, HOWEVER, WAS FULLY RECOGNIZED BY THE LATE PROF. WILHELM BOUSSET, WHO DEVOTED MANY PAGES OF HIS ADMIRABLE STUDY HAUPTPROBLEME DER GNOSIS (GÖTTINGEN, 1907) TO SHOWING THE ENORMOUS LIGHT WHICH THE EARLIEST DEPOSITS OF THE GENZĀ THROW ON PRE- AND NON-CHRISTIAN GNOSTIC NOTIONS. INDEED IN THIS WORK BOUSSET GAVE A QUITE NEW HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE TO GNOSTIC STUDIES, AND SHOWED THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF THE MANDÆAN, COPTIC GNOSTIC AND MANICHÆAN DOCUMENTS, WHEN CRITICALLY TREATED, FOR TRACING THE GENESIS AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE WIDESPREAD GNOSIS OF ANTIQUITY, WHICH HAD ITS PROXIMATE ORIGIN IN THE INFLUENCE OF PERSIAN IDEAS ON BABYLONIAN RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS FROM THE TIME OF THE GREAT KINGS (6TH CENTURY B.C.) ONWARDS, WITH FURTHER HELLENISTIC IMMIXTURE AND MODIFICATIONS AFTER THE CONQUEST OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT (LAST THIRD OF 4TH CENTURY B.C.). THERE IS ALSO A PARALLEL BLENDING AND HELLENIZATION OF EGYPTIAN MYSTERY-LORE AS SEEN MOST CLEARLY IN THE TRISMEGISTIC TRADITION. MORE RECENTLY PROF. R. REITZENSTEIN, WHO HAS DONE SUCH EXCELLENT WORK ON THE TRISMEGISTIC GNOSIS AND ON THE HELLENISTIC MYSTERY-RELIGIONS, HAS PUBLISHED A VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION TO M. RESEARCH IN HIS DAS MANDÄISCHE BUCH DES HEERN DER GRÖSSE (HEILDELBERG, 1919). BOTH THESE SCHOLARS ARE FREE FROM THAT APOLOGETIC TENDENCY TO WHICH SO FEW CHRISTIAN SCHOLARS CAN RISE SUPERIOR IN DEALING WITH THE GNOSIS. BUT THE SAVANT TO WHOM WE OWE MOST IS PROF. MARK LIDZBARSKI, WHOSE EXTRAORDINARY KNOWLEDGE OF ARAMÆAN DIALECTS AND ALLIED SEMITIC LINGUISTICS HAS AT LAST PLACED IN OUR HANDS, RELIABLE VERSIONS OF TWO OF THE M. COLLECTIONS: DAS JOHANNESBUCH DER MANDÄER (GIESSEN, 1915) AND MANDÄISCHE LIURGIEN (BERLIN, 1920). L. HAS ALSO MADE A TRANSLATION OF THE GENZĀ, THE PUBLICATION OF WHICH IS EAGERLY EXPECTED. UNTIL THIS APPEARS IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO BE REASONABLY SURE OF ALL ONE'S GROUND AND SO GET AN ALL-ROUND PERSPECTIVE OF IT. MEANTIME, AS NO REALLY ADEQUATE TRANSLATION OF ANY PIECES HAVE SO FAR APPEARED IN ENGLISH, I THINK IT WILL BE OF SERVICE TO GIVE A SELECTION OF RENDERINGS FROM THE GERMAN OF LIDZBARSKI'S JOHN-BOOK, SO THAT READERS OF THESE PAGES MAY BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH SPECIMENS OF THE MATERIAL, AND BE IN A BETTER POSITION IN SOME MEASURE TO APPRECIATE FOR THEMSELVES ITS NATURE, QUALITY AND IMPORTANCE; FOR IT MAY EVENTUALLY TURN OUT TO BE ONE OF THE MOST VALUABLE INDICATIONS WE POSSESS FOR BACKGROUND OF CHRISTIAN ORIGINS RESEARCH. THESE RENDERINGS WILL BE AS CLOSE TO THE GERMAN AS POSSIBLE, SO THAT READERS MAY HAVE L.'S VERSION PRACTICALLY BEFORE THEM, AND THE INEVITABLE LEAKAGE OF TRANSLATION FROM TRANSLATION BE REDUCED TO A MINIMUM. EVEN SO, I HOPE THAT WHAT SEEMS TO ME TO BE THE BEAUTY OF THE ORIGINAL, WILL NOT BE ENTIRELY EVAPORATED. THE MAJOR PART OF THE MATERIAL OF THE LITURGIES IS INDUBITABLY IN VERSE; BUT THE JOHN-BOOK AS WELL, IF NOT ALSO MAINLY IN VERSE, AS A MOST COMPETENT ARAMÆAN SCHOLAR ASSURES ME, IS CLEARLY IN RHYTHMIC PROSE (KUNSTPROSA) AND HIGHLY POETICAL. L., HOWEVER, HAS NOT BROKEN UP THE LINES AS IN THE LITURGIES. FIRST LET US BEGIN WITH THE PIECES PURPORTING TO GIVE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PERSON OF THE PROPHET.
THE GNOSTIC JOHN THE BAPTIZER
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[bookmark: page_35_fr_2][bookmark: page_35_fr_3][bookmark: page_35_fr_4][bookmark: page_35_fr_5][bookmark: page_35_fr_6][bookmark: page_36_fr_1][bookmark: page_36_fr_2][bookmark: page_36_fr_3][bookmark: page_36_fr_4][bookmark: page_37_fr_1][bookmark: page_37_fr_2][bookmark: page_37_fr_3][bookmark: page_38_fr_1][bookmark: page_38_fr_2][bookmark: page_38_fr_3][bookmark: page_38_fr_4][bookmark: page_39_fr_1][bookmark: page_39_fr_2][bookmark: page_39_fr_3][bookmark: page_40_fr_1][bookmark: page_40_fr_2][bookmark: page_40_fr_3]IN THE NAME OF GREAT LIFE MAY HALLOWED LIGHT BE GLORIFIED. A CHILD WAS PLANTED OUT OF THE HEIGHT, A MYSTERY REVEALED IN JERUSALEM. THE PRIESTS SAW DREAMS; CHILL SEIZED ON THEIR CHILDREN, CHILL SEIZED ON JERUSALEM. EARLY IN THE MORNING HE WENT TO THE TEMPLE. HE OPENED HIS MOUTH IN BLASPHEMY AND HIS LIPS OF LYING. HE OPENED HIS MOUTH IN BLASPHEMY AND SPOKE TO ALL OF THE PRIESTS: "IN MY VISION OF THE NIGHT I BEHELD, [I BEHELD] IN MY VISION. WHEN I LAY THERE, I SLEPT NOT AND RESTED NOT, AND SLEEP CAME NOT TO ME BY NIGHT. I SLEPT NOT AND RESTED NOT, [AND I BEHELD] THAT A STAR APPEARED AND STOOD OVER ENISHBAI. FIRE BURNED IN OLD FATHER (ABĀ SĀBĀ) ZAKHRIĀ; THREE HEAVEN-LIGHTS APPEARED. THE SUN SANK AND THE LIGHTS ROSE. FIRE LIT UP THE HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE (SYNAGOGUE), SMOKE ROSE OVER THE TEMPLE. A QUAKING QUAKED IN THE THRONE-CHARIOT, SO THAT EARTH REMOVED FROM HER SEAT. A STAR FLEW DOWN INTO JUDEA, A STAR FLEW DOWN INTO JERUSALEM. THE SUN APPEARED BY NIGHT, AND THE MOON ROSE BY DAY." WHEN THE PRIESTS HEARD THIS, THEY CAST DUST ON THEIR HEAD. YAQIF THE PRIEST WEEPS AND BENI-AMIN'S TEARS FLOW. SHILAI AND SHALBAI CAST DUST ON THEIR HEADS. ELIZAR [THE CHIEF PRIEST] OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SPOKE UNTO ALL OF THE PRIESTS: "YAQIF INTERPRETS DREAMS, BUT AS YET HE HAS NO UNDERSTANDING OF THESE. BENI-AMIN INTERPRETS DREAMS; IS HE NOT A MAN WHO DISCLOSES YOUR SECRETS? ṬĀB-YŌMĪN GIVES US NO REVELATION, THOUGH YOU DEEM HE CAN GIVE INFORMATION ON ALL THAT IS AND [THAT] IS NOT. EARTH GROANS OUT OF SEASON AND IS SENT A-WHIRL THROUGH THE HEAVEN-SPHERES. EARTH OPENS HER MOUTH AND SPEAKS TO ELIZAR: "GO TO LILYUKH, THAT HE MAY INTERPRET THE DREAMS YOU HAVE SEEN," THEREON ELIZAR OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SPOKE UNTO ALL OF THE PRIESTS: "WHO GOES TO LILYUKH, THAT HE MAY INTERPRET THE DREAMS YOU HAVE SEEN?" THEN WROTE THEY A LETTER AND PUT IT IN THE HAND OF ṬĀB-YŌMĪN. ṬĀB-YŌMĪN TOOK THE LETTER AND BETOOK HIMSELF TO LILYUKH, LILYUKH LAY ON HIS BED; SLEEP HAD NOT YET FLOWN FROM HIM. A QUAKING CAME INTO HIS HEART, SHIVERED HIS HEART AND BROUGHT IT DOWN FROM ITS STAY, ṬĀB-YŌMĪN DREW NEAR TO LILYUKH, ṬĀB-YŌMĪN STEPPED UP TO LILYUKH, SHOOK HIM OUT OF HIS SLEEP AND SPAKE TO HIM: "THE PRIESTS SAW DREAMS... [THE ABOVE PARAGRAPH IS REPEATED VERBALLY DOWN TO] ...AND THE MOON ROSE BY DAY." WHEN LILYUKH HEARD THIS, HE CAST DUST ON HIS HEAD. NAKED, LILYUKH ROSE FROM HIS BED AND FETCHED THE DREAM-BOOK. HE OPENS IT AND READS IN IT AND LOOKS FOR WHAT STANDS THERE WRITTEN. HE OPENS IT AND READS THEREIN AND INTERPRETS THE DREAMS IN SILENCE WITHOUT READING ALOUD. HE WRITES THEM IN A LETTER AND EXPOUNDS THEM ON A LEAF. IN IT HE SAYS TO THEM: "WOE UNTO YOU, ALL OF YOU PRIESTS, FOR ENISHBAI SHALL BEAR A CHILD. WOE UNTO YOU, YE RABBIS, FOR A CHILD SHALL BE BORN IN JERUSALEM. WOE UNTO YOU, YE TEACHERS AND PUPILS, FOR ENISHBAI SHALL BEAR A CHILD, WOE UNTO YOU, MISTRESS TORAH (THE LAW), FOR YŌHĀNĀ SHALL BE BORN IN JERUSALEM." LILYUKH WRITES UNTO THEM IN THE LETTER AND SAYS TO THEM: "THE STAR, THAT CAME AND STOOD OVER ENISHBAI: A CHILD WILL BE PLANTED OUT OF THE HEIGHT FROM ABOVE; HE COMES AND WILL BE GIVEN UNTO ENISHBAI. THE FIRE, THAT BURNED IN OLD FATHER ZAKHRIĀ: YŌHĀNĀ WILL BE BORN IN JERUSALEM." ṬĀB-YŌMĪN TOOK THE LETTER AND IN HASTE MADE OFF TO JERUSALEM. HE CAME AND FOUND ALL THE PRIESTS SITTING IN SORROW. HE TOOK THE LETTER AND LAID IT IN THE HAND OF ELIZAR. HE (E.) OPENS IT AND READS IT AND FINDS IN IT, WONDROUS DISCOURSES. HE OPENS IT AND READS IT AND SEES WHAT STANDS THEREIN WRITTEN. HE READS IT IN SILENCE AND GIVES THEM NO DECISION ABOUT IT. ELIZAR THEN TOOK IT AND LAID IT IN THE HAND OF OLD FATHER ZAKHRIĀ. HE (Z.) OPENS IT AND READS IT AND SEES WHAT STANDS THEREIN WRITTEN. HE READS IT IN SILENCE AND GIVES NO DECISION ABOUT IT. ELIZAR NOW OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SPAKE TO OLD FATHER ZAKHRIĀ: "OLD FATHER, GET THEE GONE FROM JUDÆA, LEST THOU STIR UP STRIFE IN JERUSALEM." OLD FATHER THEN RAISED HIS RIGHT HAND AND SMOTE ON THE HEAD ELIZAR: "ELIZAR, THOU GREAT HOUSE, THOU HEAD OF ALL THE PRIESTS! IF THOU IN THY INNER [PART] KNEWEST THY MOTHER, THOU WOULDST NOT DARE COME INTO OUR SYNAGOGUE. IF THOU IN THY INNER [PART] KNEWEST, THOU WOULDST NOT DARE READ THE TORAH. FOR THY MOTHER WAS A WANTON. A WANTON WAS SHE, WHO DID NOT MATCH WITH THE HOUSE OF HER HUSBAND'S FATHER. AS THY FATHER HAD NOT THE HUNDRED GOLD STATERS FOR WRITING HER THE BILL OF DIVORCEMENT, HE ABANDONED HER STRAIGHTWAY AND ENQUIRED NOT FOR HER. IS THERE A DAY WHEN I COME AND LOOK FORTH, AND SEE NOT MĪSHĀ BAR AMRĀ? YEA, IS THERE A DAY WHEN I COME WITHOUT PRAYING IN YOUR SYNAGOGUE, THAT YOU (PL.) SHOULD BE FALSE AND DISHONEST AND SAY A WORD WHICH YOU HAVE NE'ER HEARD ABOUT ME? WHERE IS THERE A DEAD MAN WHO BECOMES LIVING AGAIN, THAT ENISHBAI SHOULD BEAR A CHILD? WHERE IS THERE A BLIND MAN WHO BECOMES SEEING, WHERE IS THERE A LAME MAN FOR WHOM HIS FEET [WALK AGAIN], AND WHERE IS THERE A MUTE WHO LEARNS [TO READ IN] A BOOK, THAT ENISHBAI SHOULD BEAR A CHILD? IT IS TWO AND TWENTY YEARS TODAY THAT I HAVE SEEN NO WIFE. NAY, NEITHER THROUGH ME NOR THROUGH YOU WILL ENISHBAI BEAR A CHILD." THEN ALL OF THE PRIESTS AROSE AND SAID TO OLD FATHER ZAKHRIĀ, [THEY SAID] IN REPROACH: "BE AT REST AND KEEP THY SEAT, OLD FATHER, AND LET THE CALM OF THE GOOD (PL.) REST UPON THEE. OLD FATHER, IF THERE WERE NO DREAMS IN JUDEA, THEN WOULD ALL THAT MĪSHĀ HAS SAID, BE LYING. RATHER SHALL THY WORD AND OUR WORD BE MADE GOOD, AND THE DREAMS WE HAVE SEEN. YŌHĀNĀ WILL RECEIVE JORDAN AND BE CALLED PROPHET IN JERUSALEM." THEREON OLD FATHER REMOVED HIMSELF FROM THEIR MIDST, AND ELIZAR FOLLOWED HIM. THEN WERE SEEN THREE LIGHTS (LIT. LAMPS) WHICH COMPANIED WITH HIM (Z.). THEY (THE PRIESTS) RAN UP, CAUGHT OLD FATHER BY THE HEM OF HIS ROBE AND SAID TO HIM: "OLD FATHER, WHAT IS 'T THAT GOES BEFORE THEE, AND WHAT IS 'T THAT FOLLOWS THEE?" THEN ANSWERED HE THEM: "O ELIZAR, THOU GREAT HOUSE, THOU HEAD OF ALL OF THE PRIESTS, I KNOW NOT WHOM THE LIGHTS GUARD WHICH GO BEFORE ME. I KNOW NOT WITH WHOM THE FIRE GOES WHICH FOLLOWS ME. [BUT] NEITHER THROUGH ME NOR THROUGH YOU WILL ENISHBAI BEAR A CHILD." THEN ALL THE PRIESTS ROSE AND SAID TO OLD FATHER ZAKHRIĀ, [THEY SAID] IN REPROACH: "OLD FATHER ZAKHRIĀ, BE AT PEACE, FIRM AND DECIDED, FOR THE CHILD WILL BE PLANTED FROM OUT OF THE MOST-HIGH [HIGHEST] HEIGHT AND BE GIVEN TO THEE IN THY OLD AGE. YŌHĀNĀ WILL BE BORN, YŌHĀNĀ WILL RECEIVE JORDAN AND BE CALLED PROPHET IN JERUSALEM. WE WILL BE BAPTIZED WITH HIS BAPTIZING AND WITH HIS PURE SIGN [WILL WE] BE SIGNED. WE WILL TAKE HIS BREAD AND DRINK HIS DRINK AND WITH HIM ASCEND TO LIGHT'S REGION." ALL THE PRIESTS AROSE AND SAID TO OLD FATHER ZAKHRIĀ, [THEY SAID] IN REPROACH: "OLD FATHER! WE WILL ENLIGHTEN THEE AS TO THY RACE AND THY FATHERS, FROM WHOM THOU HAST COME FORTH... [THERE FOLLOWS A LIST OF PROPHETS AND SAGES, BEGINNING WITH MOSES, WHICH I OMIT, AS IT REQUIRES A LENGTHY COMMENTARY FOR WHICH SPACE HERE DOES NOT SERVE, ENDING WITH] ...ṬĀB-YŌMĪN AND THE SCHOOL-TEACHERS HAVE COME FORTH FROM THY RACE. THE BLESSED PRINCES, WHO ARE THY FORBEARS, OLD FATHER, ALL OF THEM HAVE TAKEN NO WIFE AND BEGOTTEN NO SONS. YET IN THEIR OLD AGE EACH OF THEM HAD A SON. THEY HAD SONS, AND THEY WERE PROPHETS IN JERUSALEM. IF NOW OUT OF THEE AS WELL A PROPHET COMES FORTH, THOU DOST THEN REVIVE THIS RACE AGAIN. YEA, YŌHĀNĀ WILL BE BORN AND WILL BE CALLED PROPHET IN JERUSALEM." THEN ELIZAR OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SAID TO OLD FATHER: "OLD FATHER! IF YŌHĀNĀ RECEIVES JORDAN, THEN WILL I BE HIS SERVANT, BE BAPTIZED WITH HIS BAPTIZING AND SIGNED WITH HIS PURE SIGN. WE WILL TAKE HIS BREAD AND DRINK HIS DRINK AND WITH HIM ASCEND TO LIGHT'S REGION." THEN OLD FATHER OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SAID UNTO ALL OF THE PRIESTS: "IF THE CHILD COMES OUT OF THE MOST-HIGH [HIGHEST] HEIGHT, WHAT THEN WILL YOU DO IN JERUSALEM?" THEY HAVE TAKEN THE CHILD OUT OF THE BASIN OF JORDAN AND LAID HIM IN THE WOMB OF ENISHBAI. LIFE IS VICTORIOUS AND VICTORIOUS IS THE MAN WHO HAS COME HITHER.
JOHN'S PROCLAMATION CONCERNING HIMSELF & HIS ASSUMPTION OF THE PROPHET'S MANTLE (§ 19)
[bookmark: page_40_fr_4][bookmark: page_40_fr_5][bookmark: page_41_fr_1][bookmark: page_41_fr_2][bookmark: page_41_fr_3][bookmark: page_41_fr_4][bookmark: page_41_fr_5][bookmark: page_41_fr_6][bookmark: page_41_fr_7][bookmark: page_42_fr_1][bookmark: page_42_fr_2][bookmark: page_42_fr_3][bookmark: page_42_fr_4][bookmark: page_42_fr_5]YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS, YŌHĀNĀ ON THE NIGHT'S EVENINGS. YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS AND SAYS: "THROUGH MY FATHER'S DISCOURSES I GIVE LIGHT AND THROUGH THE PRAISE OF THE MAN, MY CREATOR, I HAVE FREED MY SOUL FROM THE WORLD AND FROM THE WORKS THAT ARE HATEFUL AND WRONG. THE SEVEN PUT QUESTION TO ME, THE DEAD WHO HAVE NOT SEEN LIFE, AND THEY SAY: "IN WHOSE STRENGTH DOST THOU STAND THERE, AND WITH WHOSE PRAISE DOST THOU MAKE PROCLAMATION?" THEREON I GAVE TO THEM ANSWER: "I STAND IN THE STRENGTH OF MY FATHER AND WITH THE PRAISE OF THE MAN, MY CREATOR. I HAVE BUILT NO HOUSE IN JUDEA, HAVE SET UP NO THRONE IN JERUSALEM. I HAVE NOT LOVED THE WREATH OF THE ROSES, NOT COMMERCE WITH LOVELY WOMEN. I HAVE NOT LOVED THE DEFECTIVE, NOT LOVED THE CUP OF THE DRUNKARDS. I HAVE LOVED NO FOOD OF THE BODY, AND ENVY HAS FOUND NO PLACE IN ME. I HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN MY NIGHT-PRAYER, NOT FORGOTTEN WONDROUS JORDAN. I HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN MY BAPTIZING, NOT [FORGOTTEN] MY PURE SIGN. I HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN SUNDAY, AND THE DAY'S EVENING [SUNDAY NIGHT] HAS NOT CONDEMNED [DAMNED] ME. I HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN SHILMAI AND NIBDAI, WHO DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE MIGHTY. THEY CLEAR ME AND LET ME ASCEND, THEY KNOW NO FAULT NO DEFECT IS IN ME."  WHEN YAHYĀ SAID THIS, LIFE REJOICED OVER HIM GREATLY. THE SEVEN SENT HIM THEIR GREETING AND THE TWELVE MADE OBEISANCE BEFORE HIM. THEY SAID TO HIM: "OF ALL THESE WORDS WHICH THOU HAST SPOKEN, THOU HAST NOT SAID A SINGLE ONE FALSELY. DELIGHTFUL AND FAIR IS THY VOICE, AND NONE IS AN EQUAL TO THEE. FAIR IS THY DISCOURSE IN THY MOUTH AND PRECIOUS THY SPEECH, WHICH HAS BEEN BESTOWED UPON THEE. THE VESTURE WHICH FIRST LIFE DID GIVE UNTO ADAM, THE MAN, THE VESTURE WHICH FIRST LIFE DID GIVE UNTO RĀM, THE MAN, THE VESTURE WHICH FIRST LIFE DID GIVE UNTO SHURBAI, THE MAN, THE VESTURE WHICH FIRST LIFE DID GIVE UNTO SHUM BAR NŪ, HAS HE GIVEN NOW UNTO THEE. HE HATH GIVEN IT THEE, O YAHYĀ, THAT THOU MAYEST ASCEND, AND WITH THEE MAY THOSE ASCEND…THE HOUSE OF DEFECT WILL BE LEFT BEHIND IN THE DESERT, EVERYONE WHO SHALL BE FOUND SINLESS, WILL ASCEND TO THEE TO THE LIGHT'S REGION; HE WHO IS NOT FOUND SINLESS, WILL BE CALLED TO ACCOUNT IN THE GUARD-HOUSES." AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
JOHN'S LIGHT-SHIP (§ 20)
[bookmark: page_43_fr_1][bookmark: page_43_fr_2][bookmark: page_43_fr_3][bookmark: page_43_fr_4][bookmark: page_43_fr_5][bookmark: page_43_fr_6][bookmark: page_43_fr_7][bookmark: page_43_fr_8][bookmark: page_43_fr_9][bookmark: page_43_fr_10][bookmark: page_43_fr_11]YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS, YŌHĀNĀ ON THE NIGHT'S EVENINGS. YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS AND SAYS: "IN THE NAME OF HIM WHO IS WONDROUS AND ALL-SURPASSING! THE SUN SAT IN HIS COURT (? CORONA), AND THE MOON SAT IN THE DRAGON. THE FOUR WINDS OF THE HOUSE GET THEM GONE ON THEIR WINGS AND BLOW NOT." THE SUN OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SPOKE UNTO YAHYĀ: "THOU HAST THREE [HEAD-] BANDS [AND] A CROWN WHICH EQUALS IN WORTH THE WHOLE WORLD. THOU HAST A SHIP OF MASHKLIL, WHICH SAILS ABOUT HERE ON THE JORDAN. THOU HAST A GREAT VESSEL WHICH SAILS ABOUT HERE 'TWIXT THE WATERS. IF THOU GOEST TO THE HOUSE OF THE GREAT [ONE], REMEMBER US IN THE GREAT'S PRESENCE." THEREON YAHYĀ, OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SPOKE TO THE SUN IN JERUSALEM: "THOU ENQUIREST ABOUT THE [HEAD-] BANDS, MAY THE PERFECT (PL.) WATCH O'ER THY CROWN. THIS MASHKLIL-SHIP THEY HAVE CARPENTERED TOGETHER WITH GLORIOUS SPLENDOUR. ON THE VESSEL THAT SAILS 'TWIXT THE WATERS, THE SEAL OF THE KING HAS BEEN SET. SHE WHO IN THY HOUSE PLAYS THE WANTON, GOES HENCE AND APPROACHES THE DUNG-HOUSE [SHIT-HOLE], SHE SEEKS TO HAVE CHILDREN FROM HER OWN PROPER SPOUSE, AND SHE DOES NOT FIND THEM. IF SHE THEN HAS FULFILLED HER VOW, AND SHE DEPARTS, SHE IS UNWORTHY FOR THE HOUSE OF THE LIFE AND WILL NOT HE ALOTTED TO THE LIGHT DWELLING. AND PRAISÈD BE LIFE.
JOHN THE ASCETIC (§ 21)
[bookmark: page_44_fr_1][bookmark: page_44_fr_2][bookmark: page_45_fr_1][bookmark: page_45_fr_2][bookmark: page_45_fr_3]YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS, YŌHĀNĀ ON THE NIGHT'S EVENINGS. YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS AND SPEAKS: "STAND NOT I HERE ALONE? I GO TO AND FRO. WHERE IS A PROPHET EQUAL TO ME? WHO MAKES PROCLAMATION EQUAL TO MY PROCLAMATIONS, AND WHO DOTH DISCOURSE WITH MY WONDROUS VOICE?" WHEN YAHYĀ THUS SPOKE, THE TWO WOMEN WEEP, MIRYAI AND ENISHBAI WEEP, AND FOR BOTH TEARS FLOW. THEY SAY: "WE WILL GO HENCE, AND DO THOU STAY HERE; SEE THAT THOU DOST NOT BRING US TO STUMBLE, I (M.) WILL GO HENCE, AND DO THOU STAY HERE; SEE THAT THOU DOST NOT BRING ME TO STUMBLE. I (E.) WILL GO HENCE, AND DO THOU STAY HERE; SEE THAT THOU DOST NOT FILL ME WITH SORROW." THEN YAHYĀ OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SPOKE TO ENISHBAI IN JERUSALEM: "IS THERE ANY WHO COULD TAKE MY PLACE IN THE HEIGHT? IS THERE ANY WHO COULD TAKE MY PLACE IN THE HEIGHT, SO THAT THOU MAYEST PAY FOR ME RANSOM? IF THOU CANST PAY FOR ME RANSOM, THEN BRING THY JEWELS AND RANSOM ME. IF THOU CANST PAY FOR ME RANSOM, THEN BRING THY PEARLS AND RANSOM ME. IF THOU CANST PAY FOR ME RANSOM, THEN BRING THY GOLD AND RANSOM ME." THEREON ENISHBAI OPENED HER MOUTH AND SPOKE TO YAHYĀ IN JERUSALEM: "WHO IS THY EQUAL IN JUDEA, WHO IS THY EQUAL IN JERUSALEM, THAT I SHOULD LOOK ON HIM AND FORGET THEE?"—"WHO IS MY EQUAL, WHO IS MY EQUAL, THAT THOU SHOULDST LOOK ON HIM AND FORGET ME? BEFORE MY VOICE AND THE VOICE OF MY PROCLAMATIONS THE TORAH DISAPPEARED IN JERUSALEM. BEFORE THE VOICE OF MY DISCOURSE THE READERS READ NO MORE IN JERUSALEM. THE WANTONS CEASE FROM THEIR LEWDNESS, AND THE WOMEN GO NOT FORTH TO THE...HITHER [TO ME] COME THE BRIDES IN THEIR WREATHS, AND THEIR TEARS FLOW DOWN TO THE EARTH. THE CHILD IN THE WOMB OF HIS MOTHER HEARD MY VOICE AND DID WEEP. THE MERCHANTS TRADE NOT IN JUDEA, AND THE FISHERS FISH NOT IN JERUSALEM. THE WOMEN OF ISRAEL DRESS NOT IN DRESSES OF COLOR, THE BRIDES WEAR NO GOLD AND THE LADIES NO JEWELS. WOMEN AND MEN LOOK NO MORE AT THEIR FACE IN A MIRROR. BEFORE MY VOICE AND THE VOICE OF MY PROCLAMATIONS THE WATER ROSE UP TO THE PILLARS. BECAUSE OF MY VOICE AND THE VOICE OF MY PROCLAMATIONS THE FISH BROUGHT TO ME THEIR GREETINGS. BEFORE MY VOICE AND THE VOICE OF MY PROCLAMATIONS THE BIRDS MADE OBEISANCE AND SAID: "WELL FOR THEE, AND AGAIN WELL FOR THEE, YAHYĀ, AND WELL FOR THE MAN WHOM THOU DOST WORSHIP. THOU HAST SET THYSELF FREE AND WON THY RELEASE, O YAHYĀ, AND LEFT THE WORLD EMPTY. THE WOMEN HAVE NOT LED THEE AWAY WITH THEIR LEWDNESS, AND THEIR WORDS HAVE NOT MADE THEE DISTRACTED. THROUGH SWEET SAVORS AND SCENTS, THOU HAST NOT FORGOTTEN THY LORD FROM THY MIND. THOU, HAS NOT MADE THYSELF DRUNKEN WITH WINE AND HAST DONE NO DEEDS OF IMPIETY. NO BACKSLIDING HAS SEIZED ON THEE IN JERUSALEM. THOU HAST SET THYSELF FREE AND WON THY RELEASE AND SET UP THY THRONE FOR THEE IN LIFE'S HOUSE." AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
OF JUDGMENT-DAY (§ 25)
[bookmark: page_46_fr_1][bookmark: page_46_fr_2]YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS, YŌHĀNĀ ON THE NIGHT'S EVENINGS. YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS AND SPEAKS: "YE NOBLES, WHO LIE THERE, YE LADIES, WHO WILL NOT AWAKEN, YE WHO LIE THERE, WHAT WILL YOU DO ON THE DAY OF THE JUDGMENT? WHEN THE SOUL STRIPS OFF THE BODY, ON JUDGMENT-DAY WHAT WILL YOU DO? O THOU DISTRACTED, JUMBLED-UP WORLD IN RUIN! THY MEN DIE, AND THY FALSE SCRIPTURES ARE CLOSED. WHERE IS ADAM, THE FIRST MAN, WHO WAS HERE HEAD OF THE ÆON? WHERE IS HAWWĀ (EVE), HIS WIFE, OUT OF WHOM THE WORLD WAS AWAKENED TO LIFE? WHERE IS SHIT-IL (SETH), SON OF ADAM, OUT OF WHOM WORLDS AND ÆONS AROSE? WHERE IS RĀM AND RŪD, WHO BELONGED TO THE AGE OF THE SWORD? WHERE ARE SHURBAI AND SHAR-HAB-ĒL, WHO BELONGED TO THE AGE OF THE FIRE? WHERE IS SHUM BAR NŪ (SHEM, SON OF NOAH), WHO BELONGED TO THE AGE OF THE FLOOD? ALL HAVE DEPARTED AND HAVE NOT RETURNED AND TAKEN THEIR SEATS AS GUARDIANS IN THIS WORLD. [THE LAST DAY] IS LIKE A FEAST-DAY, FOR WHICH THE WORLDS AND THE ÆONS ARE WAITING. THE PLANETS ARE [LIKE] FATTED OXEN, WHO STAND THERE FOR THE DAY OF THE SLAUGHTER. THE CHILDREN OF THIS WORLD ARE [LIKE] FAT RAMS, WHO STAND IN THE MARKETS FOR SALE. BUT AS FOR MY FRIENDS, WHO PAY HOMAGE TO LIFE, THEIR SINS AND TRANSGRESSIONS WILL BE FORGIVEN THEM." AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
THE LETTER OF TRUTH (§ 26)
[bookmark: page_46_fr_3][bookmark: page_46_fr_4][bookmark: page_47_fr_1][bookmark: page_47_fr_2][bookmark: page_47_fr_3][bookmark: page_47_fr_4][bookmark: page_47_fr_5][bookmark: page_47_fr_6][bookmark: page_47_fr_7][bookmark: page_47_fr_8][bookmark: page_47_fr_9][THE INTRODUCTORY FORMULA AND BEGINNING OF THIS PIECE ARE MISSING FROM THE MSS.] … [YŌHĀNĀ IS APPARENTLY SPEAKING.] I TAKE NO DELIGHT IN THE ÆONS, I TAKE NO DELIGHT IN ALL OF THE WORLDS, I TAKE NO DELIGHT IN THE ÆONS...BY THE LETTER OF TRUTH WHICH HAS COME HITHER. THEY TOOK THE LETTER AND PUT IT IN THE HAND OF THE JEWS. THESE OPEN IT, READ IN IT AND SEE THAT IT DOES NOT CONTAIN WHAT THEY WOULD, THAT IT DOES NOT CONTAIN WHAT THEIR SOUL WILLS. THEY TOOK THE LETTER AND PUT IT IN THE HAND OF YŌHĀNĀ. "TAKE, RAB YŌHĀNĀ," SAY THEY TO HIM, "TRUTH'S LETTER, WHICH HAS COME HERE TO THEE FROM THY FATHER." YŌHĀNĀ OPENED IT AND READ IT AND SAW IN IT A WONDROUS WRITING. HE OPENED IT AND READ IN IT AND BECAME FULL OF LIFE. "THIS IS," SAYS HE, "WHAT I WOULD, AND THIS DOES MY SOUL WILL." YŌHĀNĀ HAS LEFT HIS BODY, HIS BROTHERS MAKE PROCLAMATIONS, HIS BROTHERS PROCLAIM UNTO HIM ON THE MOUNT, ON MOUNT KARMEL. THEY TOOK THE LETTER AND BROUGHT IT TO THE MOUNT, TO MOUNT KARMEL. THEY READ OUT OF THE LETTER TO THEM AND EXPLAIN TO THEM THE WRITING, TO YAQIF AND BENI-AMIN AND SHUMĒL. THEY ASSEMBLE ON MOUNT KARMEL… [WHAT FOLLOWS IS PRESUMABLY THE BEGINNING OF THE LETTER.] GNOSIS OF LIFE WHO IS FAR FROM THE HEIGHT [WRITES]: "I HAVE COME UNTO THEE, O SOUL, WHOM LIFE HAS SENT INTO THIS WORLD. IN ROBES OF THE EIGHT WENT I INTO THE WORLD. I WENT IN THE VESTURE OF LIFE AND CAME INTO THE WORLD. THE VESTURE I BROUGHT OF THE SEVEN, I WENT AS FAR AS THE EIGHT. THE VESTURE OF THE SEVEN I TOOK AND TOOK HOLD OF THE EIGHT WITH MY HAND. [I HAVE TAKEN THEM] AND I TAKE THEM, AND I WILL TAKE THEM AND NOT LET THEM GO. I HAVE TAKEN THEM AND HOLD THEM FAST, AND THE WICKED SPIRITS SHALL CHANGE INTO GOOD. "WHEREFOR DO YE WEEP, GENERATIONS, WHEREFOR WEEP YE, O PEOPLES? WHEREFOR FADETH YOUR SPLENDOUR? FOR YOU HAVE I BROUGHT MY IMAGE, I BETOOK MYSELF INTO THE WORLD." AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
JOHN'S INVULNERABILITY (§ 27)
[bookmark: page_48_fr_1]YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS, YŌHĀNĀ ON THE NIGHT'S EVENINGS. YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS AND SPEAKS: "IS THERE ANYONE GREATER THAN I? THEY MEASURE MY WORKS, MY WAGE IS ASSAYED AND MY CROWN, AND MY PRAISE BRINGS ME ON HIGH IN PEACE." …YAQIF LEAVES THE HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE, BENI-AMIN LEAVES THE TEMPLE, ELIZAR, THE GREAT HOUSE, LEAVES THE DOME OF THE PRIESTS. THE PRIESTS SPAKE UNTO YAHYĀ IN JERUSALEM: "YAHYĀ, GO FORTH FROM OUR CITY! BEFORE THY VOICE QUAKED THE HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE, AT THE SOUND OF THY PROCLAMATIONS THE TEMPLE DID QUAKE, AT THE SOUND OF THY DISCOURSE QUAKED THE PRIESTS' DOME." THEREON YAHYĀ ANSWERED THE PRIESTS IN JERUSALEM: "BRING FIRE AND BURN ME; BRING SWORD AND HEW ME IN PIECES." BUT THE PRIESTS IN JERUSALEM ANSWERED TO YAHYĀ: "FIRE DOES NOT BURN THEE, O YAHYĀ, FOR LIFE'S NAME HAS BEEN UTTERED O'ER THEE. A SWORD DOES NOT HEW THEE IN PIECES, O YAHYĀ, FOR LIFE'S SON RESTS HERE UPON THEE." AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
JOHN AND THE BAPTISM OF JESUS (§ 30)
[bookmark: page_49_fr_1][bookmark: page_49_fr_2][bookmark: page_49_fr_3][bookmark: page_49_fr_4][bookmark: page_50_fr_1][bookmark: page_50_fr_2][bookmark: page_50_fr_3][bookmark: page_51_fr_1][bookmark: page_51_fr_2][bookmark: page_51_fr_3][bookmark: page_51_fr_4][bookmark: page_51_fr_5][bookmark: page_52_fr_1][bookmark: page_52_fr_2]YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS, YŌHĀNĀ ON THE NIGHT'S EVENINGS. YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS. GLORY RISES OVER THE WORLDS. WHO TOLD YESHU (ESHU)? WHO TOLD YESHU MESSIAH, SON OF MIRYAM, WHO TOLD YESHU, SO THAT HE WENT TO THE SHORE OF THE JORDAN AND SAID [UNTO YAHYĀ]: "YAHYĀ, BAPTIZE ME WITH THY BAPTIZING AND UTTER O'ER ME ALSO THE NAME THY WONT IS TO UTTER. IF I SHOW MYSELF AS THY PUPIL, I WILL REMEMBER THEE THEN IN MY WRITING; I ATTEST NOT MYSELF AS THY PUPIL, THEN WIPE OUT MY NAME FROM THY PAGE." THEREON YAHYĀ ANSWERED YESHU MESSIAH IN JERUSALEM: "THOU HAST LIED TO THE JEWS AND DECEIVED THE PRIESTS. THOU HAST CUT OFF THEIR SEED FROM THE MEN AND FROM THE WOMEN BEARING AND BEING PREGNANT. THE SABBATH, WHICH MOSES MADE BINDING, HAST THOU RELAXED IN JERUSALEM. THOU HAST LIED UNTO THEM WITH HORNS AND SPREAD ABROAD DISGRACE WITH THE SHOFAR." THEREON YESHU MESSIAH ANSWERED YAHYĀ IN JERUSALEM: "IF I HAVE LIED TO THE JEWS, MAY THE BLAZING FIRE CONSUME ME. IF I HAVE DECEIVED THE PRIESTS, A DOUBLE DEATH WILL I DIE. IF I HAVE CUT OFF THEIR SEED FROM THE MEN, MAY I NOT CROSS O'ER THE END-SEA. IF I HAVE CUT OFF FROM THE WOMEN BIRTH AND BEING PREGNANT, THEN IS IN SOOTH A JUDGE RAISED UP BEFORE ME. IF I HAVE RELAXED THE SABBATH, MAY THE BLAZING FIRE CONSUME ME. IF I HAVE LIED TO THE JEWS, I WILL TREAD ON THORNS AND THISTLES. IF I HAVE SPREAD DISGRACE ABROAD WITH HORN-BLOWING, MAY MY EYES THEN NOT LIGHT ON ABATHUR. SO BAPTIZE ME THEN WITH THY BAPTIZING, AND UTTER O'ER ME THE NAME THY WONT IS TO UTTER. IF I SHOW MYSELF AS THY PUPIL, I WILL REMEMBER THEE THEN IN MY WRITING; IF I ATTEST NOT MYSELF AS THY PUPIL, THEN WIPE OUT MY NAME FROM THY PAGE." THEN SPOKE YAHYĀ TO YESHU MESSIAH IN JERUSALEM: "A STAMMERER BECOMES NOT A SCHOLAR, A BLIND MAN WRITES NO LETTER. A DESOLATE HOUSE MOUNTS NOT TO THE HEIGHT, AND A WIDOW BECOMES NOT A VIRGIN. FOUL WATER BECOMES NOT TASTY, AND A STONE DOES NOT WITH OIL SOFTEN." THEREON YESHU MESSIAH MADE ANSWER TO YAHYĀ IN JERUSALEM: "A STAMMERER A SCHOLAR BECOMES, A BLIND MAN WRITES A LETTER. A DESOLATE HOUSE MOUNTS UNTO THE HEIGHT, AND A WIDOW BECOMES A VIRGIN. FOUL WATER BECOMES TASTY, AND A STONE WITH OIL SOFTENS." THEREON SPOKE YAHYĀ UNTO YESHU MESSIAH IN JERUSALEM: "IF THOU GIVEST ME ILLUSTRATION FOR THIS, THOU ART [REALLY] A WISE MESSIAH." THEREON YESHU MESSIAH MADE ANSWER TO YAHYĀ IN JERUSAEM: "A STAMMERER A SCHOLAR BECOMES: A CHILD WHO COMES FROM THE BEARER, BLOOMS AND GROWS BIG. THROUGH WAGES AND ALMS, HE COMES ON HIGH; HE COMES ON HIGH THROUGH WAGES AND ALMS, AND ASCENDS AND BEHOLDS THE LIGHT'S REGION. "A BLIND MAN WHO WRITES A LETTER: A VILLAIN WHO HAS BECOME VIRTUOUS. HE ABANDONED WANTONNESS AND ABANDONED THEFT AND REACHED UNTO FAITH IN ALMIGHTY LIFE. "A DESOLATE HOUSE WHO ASCENDS AGAIN TO THE HEIGHT: ONE OF POSITION WHO HAS BECOME HUMBLE. HE QUITTED HIS PALACES AND QUITTED HIS PRIDE AND BUILT A HOUSE ON THE SEA [-SHORE]. A HOUSE HE BUILT ON THE SEA [-SHORE], AND INTO IT OPENED TWO DOORS, SO THAT HE MIGHT BRING IN UNTO HIM WHOEVER LAY DOWN THERE IN MISERY, TO HIM HE OPENED THE DOOR AND TOOK HIM WITHIN TO HIMSELF. IF HE WOULD EAT, HE LAID FOR HIM A TABLE WITH TRUTH, IF HE WOULD DRINK, HE MIXED FOR HIM [WINE-] CUPS [WITH TRUTH], IF HE WOULD LIE DOWN, HE SPREAD A BED FOR HIM IN TRUTH. IF HE WOULD DEPART, HE LED HIM FORTH ON THE WAY OF TRUTH. HE LED HIM FORTH ON THE WAY OF TRUTH AND OF FAITH, AND THEN HE ASCENDS AND BEHOLDS THE LIGHT'S REGION. "A WIDOW WHO A VIRGIN BECOMES: A WOMAN WHO ALREADY IN YOUTH HAS BEEN WIDOWED. SHE KEPT HER SHAME CLOSED, AND SAT THERE TILL HER CHILDREN WERE GROWN. IF SHE PASSES OVER, HER FACE DOES NOT PALE IN HER HUSBAND'S PRESENCE. "FOUL WATER THAT IS MADE TASTY: A GIRL WANTON WHO HAS GOT BACK HER HONOUR: SHE WENT UP A HAMLET AND SHE WENT DOWN A HAMLET WITHOUT TAKING HER VEIL FROM HER FACE. "A STONE WITH OIL SOFTENS: A HERETIC WHO HAS COME DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN. HE ABANDONED MAGIC AND SORCERY AND MADE CONFESSION TO ALMIGHTY LIFE. HE FOUND A FATHERLESS AND FILLED HIM FULL AND FILLED FULL THE WIDOW'S POCKETS. "THEREFOR BAPTIZE ME, O YAHYĀ, WITH THY BAPTIZING AND UTTER O'ER ME THE NAME THY WONT IS TO UTTER. IF I SHOW MYSELF AS THY PUPIL, I WILL REMEMBER THEE IN MY WRITING; IF I ATTEST NOT MYSELF AS THY PUPIL, THEN WIPE OUT MY NAME FROM THY PAGE. THOU WILT FOR THY SINS BE HALED TO ACCOUNT, AND I FOR MY SINS WILL BE HALED TO ACCOUNT." WHEN YESHU MESSIAH SAID THIS, THERE CAME A LETTER OUT OF THE HOUSE OF ABATHUR: "YAHYĀ, BAPTIZE THE DECEIVER IN JORDAN. LEAD HIM DOWN INTO THE JORDAN AND BAPTIZE HIM, AND LEAD HIM UP AGAIN TO THE SHORE, FIND THERE SET HIM." THEN RŪHĀ MADE HERSELF LIKE TO A DOVE AND THREW A CROSS OVER THE JORDAN. A CROSS SHE THREW OVER THE JORDAN AND MADE ITS WATER TO CHANGE INTO VARIOUS COLORS. "O JORDAN," SHE SAYS, "THOU SANCTIFIEST ME AND THOU SANCTIFIEST MY SEVEN SONS." [THEN FOLLOWS WHAT, FROM ITS ANIMADVERSION ON CHRISTIAN INSTITUTIONS AND ESPECIALLY ON THE USE OF THE CRUCIFIX, IS PLAINLY A LATER ADDITION. RŪHĀ IS APPARENTLY STILL SPEAKING; SHE IS THE MOTHER OF ALL HERESIES.] "THE JORDAN IN WHICH MESSIAH PAULIS WAS BAPTIZED, HAVE I MADE INTO A 'TROUGH.' THE BREAD WHICH MESSIAH PAULIS RECEIVES, HAVE I MADE INTO A 'SACRAMENT.' THE DRINK WHICH MESSIAH PAULIS RECEIVES, HAVE I MADE INTO A 'SUPPER.' THE HEAD-BAND WHICH MESSIAH PAULIS RECEIVES, HAVE I MADE INTO A 'PRIEST-HOOD.' THE STAFF WHICH MESSIAH PAULIS RECEIVES, HAVE I MADE INTO A 'DUNG [-STICK].'" [? GNOSIS OF LIFE SPEAKS (CP. § 29):] "LET ME WARN YOU, MY BROTHERS, LET ME WARN YOU, MY BELOVED! LET ME WARN YOU, MY BROTHERS, AGAINST THE...WHO ARE LIKE UNTO THE CROSS. THEY LAY IT ON THE WALLS; THEN STAND THERE AND BOW DOWN TO THE BLOCK. LET ME WARN YOU, MY BROTHERS, OF THE GOD WHICH THE CARPENTER HAS JOINED TOGETHER. IF THE CARPENTER HAS JOINED TOGETHER THE GOD, WHO THEN HAS JOINED TOGETHER THE CARPENTER?" PRAISÈD BE LIFE, AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS. (FOR THOSE WHO ARE NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE ATMOSPHERE OF BITTER INNER AND OUTER THEOLOGICAL STRIFE OF THE TIMES, IT IS AS WELL TO NOTE THAT THE LAST TWO PIECES ARE IN THE FORM OF HAGGADIC CONTROVERSY BETWEEN THE FOLLOWERS OF JOHN AND JESUS RESPECTIVELY.)
JOHN'S MARRIAGE (§ 31)
[bookmark: page_52_fr_3][bookmark: page_52_fr_4][bookmark: page_52_fr_5][bookmark: page_53_fr_1][bookmark: page_53_fr_2][bookmark: page_53_fr_3][bookmark: page_53_fr_4][bookmark: page_53_fr_5][bookmark: page_54_fr_1]YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS, YŌHĀNĀ ON THE NIGHT'S EVENINGS. YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS AND SPEAKS: "THE [HEAVENLY] WHEELS AND CHARIOTS QUAKED. SUN AND MOON WEEP AND THE EYES OF RŪHĀ SHED TEARS." HE SAYS: "YAHYĀ, THOU ART LIKE TO A SCORCHED MOUNTAIN, WHICH BRINGS FORTH NO GRAPES IN THIS WORLD. THOU ART LIKE TO A DRIED-UP STREAM, ON WHOSE BANKS NO PLANTS ARE RAISED. THOU HAST BECOME A LAND WITHOUT A LORD, A HOUSE WITHOUT WORTH. A FALSE PROPHET HAST THOU BECOME, WHO HAST LEFT NO ONE TO REMEMBER THY NAME. WHO WILL PROVIDE THEE WITH PROVISION, WHO WITH VICTUALS, AND WHO WILL FOLLOW TO THE GRAVE AFTER THEE?" WHEN YAHYĀ HEARD THIS, A TEAR GATHERED IN HIS EYE; A TEAR IN HIS EYE GATHERED, AND HE SPAKE: "IT WOULD BE PLEASANT TO TAKE A WIFE, AND DELIGHTFUL FOR ME TO HAVE CHILDREN. BUT ONLY IF I TAKE NO WOMAN, AND THEN COMES SLEEP, DESIRE FOR HER SEIZES ME AND I NEGLECT MY NIGHT-PRAYER. IF ONLY DESIRE DOES NOT WAKE IN ME, AND I FORGET MY LORD OUT OF MY MIND. IF ONLY DESIRE DOES NOT WAKE IN ME, AND I NEGLECT MY PRAYER EVERY TIME." WHEN YAHYĀ SAID THIS, THERE CAME A LETTER FROM THE HOUSE OF ABATHUR: "YAHYĀ, TAKE A WIFE AND FOUND A FAMILY, AND SEE THAT THOU DOST NOT LET THIS WORLD COME TO AN END. ON THE NIGHT OF MONDAY AND ON THE NIGHT OF TUESDAY GO TO THY FIRST BEDDING. ON THE NIGHT OF WEDNESDAY AND ON THE NIGHT OF THURSDAY DEVOTE THYSELF TO THY HALLOWED PRAYING. ON THE NIGHT OF FRIDAY AND ON THE NIGHT OF SATURDAY GO TO, THY FIRST BEDDING. ON THE NIGHT OF SUNDAY AND (? YEA) ON THE NIGHT OF THE DAY DEVOTE THYSELF TO THY HALLOWED PRAYING. ON SUNDAY, TAKE THREE AND LEAVE THREE, TAKE THREE AND LEAVE THREE. SEE THAT THOU DOST NOT LET THE WORLD COME TO AN END." THEREON THEY FASHIONED FOR YAHYĀ A WIFE OUT OF THEE, THOU REGION OF THE FAITHFUL. FROM THE FIRST CONCEPTION WERE HANDAN AND SHARRATH BORN. FROM THE MIDDLE CONCEPTION WERE BIRHĀM AND R'HIMATH-HAIYĒ BORN. FROM THE LAST CONCEPTION WERE NṢAB, SĀM, ANHAR-ZĪWĀ <AND SHARRATH> BORN. THESE THREE CONCEPTIONS TOOK PLACE IN THEE, THOU RUINS, JERUSALEM. YAHYĀ OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SPAKE TO ANHAR IN JERUSALEM: "INSTRUCT THY DAUGHTER, THAT SHE MAY NOT PERISH; AND I WILL ENLIGHTEN MY SONS AND TEACH [THEM], THAT THEY MAY NOT BE HINDERED." THEREON ANHAR OPENED HER MOUTH AND SPOKE TO YAHYĀ IN JERUSALEM. "I HAVE BORNE SONS IN THIS WORLD," SAID SHE TO HIM, "YET HAVE I NOT GIVEN BIRTH TO [THEIR] HEART IN THE WORLD. IF THEY LET THEMSELVES BE INSTRUCTED, THEN WILL THEY ASCEND TO LIGHT'S REGION; IF THEY LET NOT THEMSELVES BE INSTRUCTED, THEN WILL THE BLAZING FIRE CONSUME THEM."
JOHN ON HIS OWN PASSING (§ 31 CONTD.)
[bookmark: page_55_fr_1][bookmark: page_55_fr_2][bookmark: page_55_fr_3][bookmark: page_55_fr_4][bookmark: page_56_fr_1]YAHYĀ OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SPAKE TO ANHAR IN JERUSALEM: "IF I LEAVE THE WORLD, TELL ME, WHAT WILT THOU DO AFTER ME?"—"I WILL NOT EAT AND WILL NOT DRINK," SHE ANSWERED HIM, "UNTIL I SEE THEE AGAIN."—"A LIE HAST THOU SPOKEN, ANHAR, AND THY WORD HAS COME FORTH IN DECEPTION. IF A DAY COMES AND GOES, THOU EATEST AND DRINKEST AND FORGETTEST ME OUT OF THY MIND. I ASKED THEE RATHER, BY GREAT LIFE AND BY THE EVE OF THE DAY WHOSE NAME IS DEAR: IF I LEAVE THE WORLD, TELL ME, WHAT WILT THOU DO AFTER ME?"—"I WILL NOT WASH AND I WILL NOT COMB ME," SAYS SHE TO HIM, "UNTIL I SEE THEE AGAIN."—"AGAIN HAST THOU SPOKEN A LIE AND THY WORD HAS COME FORTH IN DECEPTION. IF A MONTH COMES AND A MONTH GOES, THOU WASHEST AND COMBEST THEE AND FORGETTEST ME OUT OF THY MIND. AGAIN, DID I ASK THEE, ANHAR, BY THE FIRST BED IN WHICH WE BOTH LIE: IF I LEAVE MY BODY, TELL ME, WHAT WILT THOU DO AFTER ME?"—"I WILL PUT ON NO NEW GARMENTS," SHE ANSWERS HIM, "UNTIL I SEE THEE AGAIN."—"AGAIN HAST THOU SPOKEN A LIE, ANHAR, AND THY WORD HAS COME FORTH IN DECEPTION. IF A YEAR COMES AND A YEAR GOES, THOU PUTTEST NEW GARMENTS ON THEE AND FORGETTEST ME OUT OF THY MIND." "WHY DOST THOU NOT TELL ME ALL, YAHYĀ," SAYS SHE TO HIM; "AND HOW SORELY THOU BRUISEST THE WHOLE OF MY BODY! IF THOU DOST DEPART, WHEN WILT THOU RETURN, THAT MY EYES MAY FALL UPON THINE?"—"IF A WOMAN IN LABOUR DESCENDS INTO SHEŌL AND A BELL IS HUNG UP FOR HER IN THE GRAVEYARD. IF THEY PAINT A PICTURE IN SHEŌL, AND SHE THEN GOES FORTH AND THEY GIVE A FEAST IN THE GRAVEYARD. IF A BRIDE PARADES ROUND IN SHEŌL, AND THEY CELEBRATE MARRIAGE IN THE GRAVEYARD. IF THE WEDDING-COMPANIONS BORROW IN SHEŌL, AND THE PAYING-BACK TAKES PLACE IN THE GRAVEYARD." THEN ANSWERED SHE HIM: "MY LORD, HOW SHALL IT BE THAT A WOMAN IN LABOUR..." [AND SO ON, REPEATING THE ABOVE]. "IF THOU KNOWEST," HE MAKES ANSWER UNTO HER, "THAT THIS DOES NEVER HAPPEN, WHY DOST THOU PRESS ME WITH ASKING: WHEN DOST THOU RETURN? I GO HENCE AND RETURN NOT. HAPPY THE DAY WHEN THOU DOST STILL SEE ME. IF THERE WERE A GOING-AWAY AND RETURNING, THEN WOULD NO WIDOW BE FOUND IN THIS WORLD. IF THERE WERE A GOING-AWAY AND RETURNING, THEN WOULD NO FATHERLESS BE FOUND IN THE WORLD. IF THERE WERE A GOING-AWAY AND RETURNING, THEN NO NAZŌRÆANS WOULD BE FOUND IN THE WORLD." THEREON ANHAR OPENED HER MOUTH AND SPOKE TO YAHYĀ IN JERUSALEM: "I WILL BUY THEE FOR DEAR GOLD A BRICK GRAVE AND HAVE A BOXING OF WOOD JOINED TOGETHER FOR THEE IN THE GRAVEYARD." BUT YAHYĀ OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SPOKE TO ANHAR IN JERUSALEM: "WHY WILT THOU BUY A BRICK GRAVE FOR DEAR GOLD AND HAVE A BOXING OF WOOD JOINED FOR ME IN THE GRAVEYARD? ART SURE THAT I AM RETURNING, THAT THOU DOST SAY: NO DUST SHALL FALL ON HIM? INSTEAD OF BUYING A BRICK GRAVE FOR DEAR GOLD, GO RATHER AND SHARE OUT FOR ME BREAD. INSTEAD OF GETTING A BOXING JOINED TOGETHER, GO RATHER AND READ FOR ME MASSES FOR THE DEPARTED." THEREON ANHAR OPENED HER MOUTH AND SPAKE TO YAHYĀ IN JERUSALEM: "THOU DOST GO HENCE AND FORGET ME, AND I SHALL BE CUT OFF IN THE SINNERS' DWELLING." [BUT YAHYĀ ANSWERED HER:] "IF I FORGET THEE, MAY THE LIGHT DWELLING FORGET ME. IF I FORGET THEE, MAY MY EYES NOT FALL ON ABATHUR. IF I ASCEND TO LIFE'S HOUSE, THY WAILING WILL ARISE IN THE GRAVEYARD." PRAISÈD BE LIFE, AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
JOHN'S BIRTH, UPBRINGING AND FIRST APPEARANCE (§ 32)
[bookmark: page_56_fr_2][bookmark: page_56_fr_3][bookmark: page_56_fr_4][bookmark: page_56_fr_5][bookmark: page_57_fr_1][bookmark: page_57_fr_2][bookmark: page_57_fr_3][bookmark: page_57_fr_4][bookmark: page_57_fr_5][bookmark: page_57_fr_6][bookmark: page_58_fr_1][bookmark: page_58_fr_2][bookmark: page_58_fr_3][bookmark: page_58_fr_4][bookmark: page_59_fr_1]YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS, YŌHĀNĀ ON THE NIGHT'S EVENINGS. YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS AND SPEAKS: "THE [HEAVENLY] WHEELS AND CHARIOTS QUAKED. EARTH AND HEAVEN WEEP AND THE TEARS OF THE CLOUDS FLOW DOWN." "MY FATHER," SAYS YAHYĀ, "WAS NINETY AND NINE AND MY MOTHER EIGHTY AND EIGHT YEARS OLD. OUT OF THE BASIN OF JORDAN THEY TOOK ME. THEY BORE ME UP AND LAID ME IN THE WOMB OF ENISHBAI. 'NINE MONTHS,' SAID THEY, 'THOU SHALT STAY IN HER WOMB, AS DO ALL OTHER CHILDREN.' NO WISE WOMAN," SAID HE, "BROUGHT ME INTO THE WORLD IN JUDEA, AND THEY HAVE NOT CUT MY CORD IN JERUSALEM. THEY MADE FOR ME NO PICTURE OF LIES, AND FOR ME HUNG UP NO BELL OF DECEIT. I WAS BORN FROM ENISHBAI IN THE REGION OF JERUSALEM."    THE REGION OF JERUSALEM QUAKES AND THE WALL OF THE PRIEST’S ROCKS. ELIZAR, THE GREAT HOUSE, STANDS THERE AND HIS BODY TREMBLES. THE JEWS GATHER TOGETHER, COME UNTO OLD FATHER ZAKHRIĀ AND THEY SPEAK TO HIM: "O OLD FATHER ZAKHRIĀ, THOU ART TO HAVE A SON. TELL US NOW, WHAT NAME SHALL WE GIVE HIM? SHALL WE GIVE HIM FOR NAME 'YAQIF OF WISDOM,' THAT HE MAY TEACH THE BOOK IN JERUSALEM? OR SHALL WE GIVE HIM FOR NAME 'ZATAN THE PILLAR.' SO THAT THE JEWS MAY SWEAR BY HIM AND COMMIT NO DECEIT?" WHEN ENISHBAI HEARD THIS, SHE CRIED OUT AND SHE SAID: "OF ALL THESE NAMES WHICH YOU NAME, WILL I NOT GIVE HIM ONE; BUT THE NAME YAHYĀ-YŌHĀNĀ WILL I GIVE HIM, [THE NAME] WHICH LIFE'S SELF HAS GIVEN UNTO HIM." WHEN THE JEWS HEARD THIS, THEY WERE FILLED WITH WICKED ANGER AGAINST HER AND SAID: "WHAT WEAPON SHALL WE MAKE READY FOR [A CERTAIN] ONE AND HIS MOTHER, THAT HE BE SLAIN BY OUR HAND?" WHEN ANŌSH, THE TREASURE [R], HEARD THIS BE TOOK THE CHILD AND BROUGHT IT TO PARWAN, THE WHITE MOUNTAIN, TO MOUNT PARWAN, ON WHICH SUCKLINGS AND LITTLE ONES ON HOLY DRINK ARE REARED UP. [THERE I REMAINED] UNTIL I WAS TWO AND TWENTY YEARS OLD. I LEARNED THERE THE WHOLE OF MY WISDOM AND MADE FULLY MY OWN THE WHOLE OF MY DISCOURSE. THEY CLOTHED ME WITH VESTURES OF GLORY AND VEILED ME WITH CLOUD-VEILS. THEY WOUND [A] ROUND ME A GIRDLE, OF [LIVING] WATER A GIRDLE, WHICH SHONE BEYOND MEASURE AND GLISTENED. THEY SET ME WITHIN A CLOUD, A CLOUD OF SPLENDOUR, AND IN THE SEVENTH HOUR OF A SUNDAY THEY BROUGHT ME TO THE JERUSALEM REGION. THEN CRIED A VOICE IN JUDEA, A CRYING PROCLAIMED IN JERUSALEM. THEY CALL OUT: "WHAT WOMAN HAD A SON, WHO THEN WAS STOLEN? WHAT WOMAN HAS MADE FOR HIM A VOW AND BEEN HEEDLESS ABOUT IT? WHAT WOMAN HAD A SON, WHO WAS STOLEN? LET HER COME AND SEE AFTER HER SON." WHO TOLD BATTAI, WHO INSTRUCTED BATTAI, WHO TOLD BATTAI TO GO AND SAY TO ENISHBAI: "A YOUTH HAS COME TO JUDÆA, A PROPHET COME TO JERUSALEM. A YOUTH HAS COME TO JUDEA; HIS GUARDIAN ANGEL STANDS BY HIM. HIS MOUTH IS LIKE THEE AND HIS LIPS [LIKE] HIS FATHER, OLD FATHER ZAKHRIĀ. HIS EYES ARE LIKE THEE AND HIS BROWS [LIKE] HIS FATHER, OLD FATHER ZAKHRIĀ. HIS NOSE IS LIKE THEE AND HIS HANDS [LIKE] HIS FATHER, OLD FATHER ZAKHRIĀ." WHEN ENISHBAI HEARD THIS, SHE HURRIED OUT VEIL-LESS. WHEN OLD FATHER ZAKHRIĀ SAW HER THUS, HE WROTE HER A BILL OF DIVORCEMENT. THE SUN DOWN-MURMURED FROM HEAVEN AND THE MOON FROM ITS PLACE MID THE STARS. THE SUN OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SPOKE TO OLD FATHER ZAKHRIĀ IN JERUSALEM: "OLD FATHER ZAKHRIĀ, THOU GREAT DOTARD (?), WHO HAS GROWN OLD AND LOST HIS WITS, LIKE AN ARAB WHOM HIS KISMET HAS FORSAKEN. A YOUTH HAS COME TO JUDEA, A PROPHET COME TO JERUSALEM. A YOUTH HAS COME TO JUDEA; WHY DOST THOU SEND ENISHBAI AWAY?" WHEN THE YOUTH SAW HER ALONE, HE SET HIMSELF FREE AND FELL DOWN FROM THE CLOUD. HE SET HIMSELF FREE AND FELL DOWN FROM THE CLOUD AND KISSED THE MOUTH OF ENISHBAI. WHEN ANŌSH, THE TREASURE [R], SAW HIM [DO THIS], HE SPAKE UNTO YAHYĀ IN JERUSALEM: "STANDS IT FOR THEE WRITTEN IN THY BOOK, IS IT DECLARED UNTO THEE ON THY PAGE, TO KISS HER ALONE, ON THE MOUTH?"—THEREON ANSWERED YAHYĀ AND SPOKE UNTO ANŌSH, THE TREASURE [R], IN JERUSALEM: "NINE MONTHS I ABODE IN HER WOMB, SO LONG AS ALL OTHER CHILDREN ABIDE THERE, WITHOUT ANY RELUCTANCE ON HER PART; THEREFORE IS IT NO CHARGE AGAINST ME NOW TO KISS HER ALONE, ON THE MOUTH. NAY, HAIL AND AGAIN HAIL TO THE MAN WHO REPAYS FATHER AND MOTHER IN FULL. A MAN WHO RECOMPENSES FATHER AND MOTHER, HAS NOT HIS LIKE IN THE WORLD." WHEN YAHYĀ SAID THIS, ANŌSH, THE TREASURE [R], KNEW THAT YAHYĀ IS WISE. THEREON ANŌSH, THE TREASURE [R], SPOKE TO THE SUN IN JERUSALEM: "TAKE FOR ME CARE OF THE YOUTH, THE MAN, WHO IS SENT BY THE KING. TAKE FOR ME CARE OF THE YOUTH, UNTIL WE ASK FOR HIM." THEN ANŌSH, THE TREASURE [R], SPOKE TO THE MOON IN JERUSALEM: "TAKE FOR ME CARE OF THE YOUTH, THE MAN, WHO IS SENT BY THE KING. TAKE FOR ME CARE OF THE YOUTH, UNTIL WE ASK FOR HIM." LIFE IS EXALTED AND IS VICTORIOUS, AND VICTORIOUS IS THE MAN WHO HAS COME HITHER.
JOHN'S ANSWER TO JESUS CONCERNING THE ANGEL OF DEATH (§ 33)
[bookmark: page_60_fr_1][bookmark: page_60_fr_2][bookmark: page_61_fr_1][bookmark: page_61_fr_2][bookmark: page_61_fr_3]YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS IN THE NIGHTS, YŌHĀNĀ ON THE NIGHT'S EVENINGS. YAHYĀ PROCLAIMS AND SPEAKS: "STAND I NOT ALONE? BECAUSE OF MY VOICE THE [HEAVENLY] WHEELS QUAKE AND THE CHARIOTS CAPSIZE. THE TEMPEST BECAME SILENT AND SETTLED DOWN IN THE WORLD'S DESERTS. SUN AND MOON WAIL, AND EARTH AND HEAVEN MOURN."    MESSIAH OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SPAKE TO YAHYĀ IN JERUSALEM: "I ASKED THEE, YAHYĀ, BY GREAT LIFE AND BY SUNDAY, WHOSE NAME IS DEAR. I ASKED THEE YAHYĀ, BY THE WAY, WHEREBY THE MEN OF PIETY PUT TO THE TEST GO WITHOUT HINDRANCE. TELL ME: TO WHAT IS THE SHAPE OF ṢAURIĒL'S KNIFE LIKE? TELL ME: IF THE SOUL LEAVES THE BODY, WITH WHAT IS IT CLOTHED, AND TO WHAT IS IT LIKE IN THE VAIN BODY? SURELY THE SOUL IS NOT POSSIBLY LIKE THE BLOOD, THAT IT SHOULD BECOME HEATED IN THE BODY AND COME TO A STOP IN IT? SURELY THE SOUL IS NOT POSSIBLY LIKE THE WIND, THAT IT SHOULD FARE TO THE MOUNTAINS, BE LOST THERE AND COME TO A STOP? SURELY THE SOUL IS NOT POSSIBLY LIKE THE DEW, THAT IT SHOULD FALL ON THE FRUIT AND BE LOST?" WHEN MESSIAH SAID THIS, YAHYĀ CRIES ALOUD; TEARS COME TO HIM WITHOUT CEASING, AND HE SPEAKS: "[GOD] FORBID THAT THE HIGH KING OF LIGHT SHOULD LOOK FOR LOT IN DECEIVERS. THE SOUL IS NOT LIKE THE BLOOD, THAT IT SHOULD BECOME HEATED IN THE BODY AND COME TO A STOP, THE SOUL IS NOT LIKE THE DEW, THAT IT SHOULD FALL ON THE FRUIT AND BE LOST. THE SOUL IS NOT LIKE THE WIND, THAT IT SHOULD FARE TO THE MOUNTAINS AND COME TO A STOP. FIRMLY DEVELOPED HAS THE SOUL BEEN BROUGHT INTO THE VAIN BODY. IF THE SOUL HAS KEPT HERSELF PERFECT, SHE ASCENDS IN A GARMENT OF GLORY. "ṢAURIĒL'S KNIFE CONSISTS OF THREE FLAMES. WHEN HE (Ṣ) DRIVES HER (THE SOUL) TO HASTEN, SO AS TO BEAR HER AWAY, HE LETS LOOSE THE THREE FLAMES AGAINST HER. ONE HE LETS LOOSE AGAINST HER IN THE EVENING, THE OTHER AT COCK-CROW; THE THIRD LETS HE LOOSE AGAINST HER AT THE COMING-FORTH OF THE RAYS. IF THE FIRE BEGINS TO BE FIERCE, THE SOUL SLIPS OUT OF THE FEET AND THE KNEES. OUT OF THE FEET AND THE KNEES SLIPS SHE, AND DRAWS NIGH TO THE HIPS. THEREON LEAVES SHE THE HIPS, REACHES THE HEART, AND SEEKS TO KEEP THERE HER GROUND. THEN FALLS SHE INTO THE BREAST, AND IT SQUEEZES...THE EYES, THE FACE AND THE LIPS OF THE MAN TWITCH, AND THE TONGUE TWISTS HITHER AND THITHER. "THEN ṢAURIĒL SITS ON THE EYEBROWS; [HE SITS] AND SPEAKS TO HER: 'GO HENCE, O SOUL! WHY DOST THOU STILL WATCH OVER THE BODY?'—THEN SAYS SHE TO HIM: 'THOU WILT HALE ME, ṢAURIĒL, OUT OF THE BODY. FIRST SHOW ME MY VESTURE [AND CLOTHE ME THEREWITH]; THEN HALE ME OUT AND HENCE BRING ME.'—'FIRST BRING ME THY WORKS AND THY WAGE,' MAKES HE ANSWER TO HER; 'THEN WILL I SHOW THEE THY VESTURE AND CLOTHE THEE.'—'I KNEW NOT, O ṢAURIĒL,' SAYS SHE TO HIM, 'THAT MY TIME IS COME, AND THEY THEN SEND QUICKLY FOR ME, FOR DOING GOOD WORKS, SO THAT THOU MAYEST BRING ME MY VESTURE AND CLOTHE ME THEREWITH.'—NATHELESS, HE MADE ANSWER UNTO HER: 'HAS NO ONE YET DIED BEFORE THEE AND HAVE THEY NOT YET CARRIED FORTH ANYONE TO THE GRAVEYARD?'—THEREON SHE SAYS TO HIM: 'THROUGH THE POWER OF HIM WHO HAS DIED BEFORE ME, AND THROUGH THE POWER OF HIM WHOM THEY HAVE CARRIED FORTH TO THE GRAVEYARD..."[THE WOMEN] WHO WEPT RAN HITHER AND THITHER AND [THE MEN] WHO WAILED RAN HITHER AND THITHER, AS LONG AS THE BODY LAY THERE BEFORE THEM. WHEN THE SOUL LEAVES THE BODY, FOUR GO FORTH TO THE GRAVEYARD. [THE WOMEN] WHO WEPT RAN HITHER AND THITHER. THE MEN WHO WAILED RAN HITHER AND THITHER; AND THEY RAN HITHER AND THITHER CRYING, UNTIL THEY LOWERED IT INTO THE PIT. WHEN THEY HAD LOWERED THE VAIN BODY AND COVERED IT OVER [SC. WITH EARTH], THEN THE WOMEN CEASED FROM THEIR DEATH-WAIL. THEY FILLED UP THE PIT, AND THE MEN WENT AWAY...IN HASTE LEFT THEY THE BODY AND GRAVE AND WENT AWAY; THEY TOOK HOLD OF CUP AND ATE BREAD AND FORGOT THE VAIN BODY. NOW, AN THOU WILT, ṢAURIĒL, LET ME STAY HERE STILL TWO DAYS. THEN WILL I SELL THE WHOLE OF MY GOODS AND SHARE OUT AMONG MY SONS, AND WILL TAKE MY VESTURE WITH ME, THE ROBE THAT ASCENDS TO LIGHT'S REGION.' "NATHELESS ṢAURIĒL RETURNED ANSWER UNTO HER: 'IS THERE A CHILD THAT HAS LEFT THE WOMB OF ITS MOTHER, AND THAT THEY SHALL HAVE BROUGHT BACK AGAIN INTO ITS MOTHER, THAT I SHOULD LEAVE THEE IN THE WICKED ONES' DWELLING, SO THAT THOU MAYEST SEE AFTER A SHARING AMONG THY SONS? I WILL LEAD THEE HENCE AND PUT THE ROBE OF DARKNESS UPON [THEE], FOR THAT THOU HAST NOT LET THYSELF BE WARNED IN THIS WORLD, AND HAST NOT LOVED THY WAY TO LIGHT'S REGION. THEREFORE, SHALT THOU BE PUT IN WARD IN THE HOUSE OF THE WICKED, TILL HEAVEN AND EARTH PASS AWAY.'" AND PRAISÈD BE LIFE.
THE STORY OF THE BREACH WITH JUDAISM
MIRYAI IS EXPELLED FROM JEWRY (§ 34)
[bookmark: page_62_fr_1][bookmark: page_62_fr_2][bookmark: page_62_fr_3][bookmark: page_62_fr_4][bookmark: page_62_fr_5][bookmark: page_63_fr_1][bookmark: page_63_fr_2]IN THE NAME OF GREAT LIFE, MAY HALLOWED LIGHT BE GLORIFIED. MIRYAI AM I, OF THE KINGS OF BABEL A DAUGHTER, A DAUGHTER OF JERUSALEM’S MIGHTY RULERS. THEY HAVE GIVEN ME BIRTH; THE PRIESTS BROUGHT ME UP. IN THE FOLD OF THEIR ROBE THEY CARRIED ME UP INTO THE DARK HOUSE, INTO THE TEMPLE. ADONAI LAID A CHARGE ON MY HANDS AND ON MY TWO ARMS: I MUST SCOUR AND CLEANSE THE HOUSE [THAT IS] WITHOUT FIRMNESS. THERE IS NAUGHT THEREIN FOR SUPPORTING THE POOR, NAUGHT TO REVIVE THE TORMENTED SOULS. MY FATHER WENT TO THE HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE, MY MOTHER WENT TO THE TEMPLE. MY FATHER WENT OUT AND SAID TO ME, AND MY MOTHER WENT OUT AND CHARGED ME: "MIRYAI, CLOSE THY INNER DOORS AND BOLT THE BAR. SEE THAT THOU GOEST NOT FORTH INTO THE MAIN STREETS AND THAT THE SUNS OF MY LORD FALL NOT UPON THEE." BUT I, MIRYAI, LISTENED NOT TO WHAT MY MOTHER DID TELL ME, AND HEARKENED NOT WITH THE EAR TO WHAT MY FATHER DID CHARGE ME. I OPENED THE INNER DOORS, AND THE OUTER LET I STAND OPEN. OUT WENT I INTO THE MAIN STREETS AND THE SUNS OF MY LORD FELL UPON ME. TO THE HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE WOULD I NOT GO, BUT MY WAY BORE ME UNTO THE TEMPLE [SC. OF THE MANDÆANS]. I WENT AND I FOUND MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS, HOW THEY STAND AND CARRY ON PROCLAMATIONS. MY BROTHERS CARRY ON PROCLAMATIONS AND MY SISTERS THROW OUT EXPLANATIONS. WITH THE VOICE OF THEIR PROCLAMATIONS AND WITH THE VOICE OF THEIR EXPLANATIONS I BECAME DROWSY AND LAID ME DOWN ON THE SPOT. MY BROTHERS WENT FORTH AND DID NOT WAKE ME, AND MY SISTERS WITHDREW AND ROUSED ME NOT. BUT THOU, MY SISTER IN TRUTH, DOST ROUSE ME FROM SLEEP AND DOST SAY: "ARISE, ARISE, MIRYAI, BEFORE THE DAY BREAKS AND THE COCK LETS CROW HIS MORN-CALL, BEFORE THE SUN SHINES AND HIS GLORY RISES OVER THE WORLDS, BEFORE THE PRIESTS AND THE PRIESTS' SONS GO FORTH AND SIT THEM DOWN IN THE SHADE OF THE RUINS—JERUSALEM, BEFORE THY FATHER COMES AND BRINGS UPSET UPON THEE SUCH AS THOU NEVER HAST HAD." I, MIRYAI, KEEP SECRET MY PRAYERS AND UTTERLY SECRET KEEP MY DISCOURSES. EARLY, DAY BEGAN TO DAWN, EARLY THE COCK LET CROW HIS CALL, EARLY THE SUN SHONE AND HIS GLORY ROSE OVER THE WORLDS. THE PRIESTS AND PRIESTS' SONS WENT OUT AND SAT THEM DOWN IN THE SHADE OF THE RUINS—JERUSALEM. THEN CAME MY BODILY FATHER AND BROUGHT ON ME UPSET SUCH AS I NEVER HAVE HAD. HE SPOKE: "WHERE HAST COME FROM, THOU DEBAUCHED TROUGH, WHOM [? LOCKS] AND BARS [CANNOT KEEP IN]? WHERE HAST THOU COME FROM? WOE [UNTO THEE], THOU BITCH IN HEAT, WHO [? MINDEST] NOT [DOOR-] PINS AND LOCKING’S! WHERE HAST THOU COME FROM? WOE, WOE [UNTO THEE], THOU BIT OF COARSE STUFF THAT HAS BEEN PATCHED ON MY ROBE!" "IF I AM A DEBAUCHED TROUGH, I WILL BURST THY [BOLTING’S] AND BARS. IF I AM A BITCH IN BEAT, I WILL DRAW BACK THE PINS AND THE LOCKING’S. IF I AM A BIT OF COARSE STUFF THAT HAS BEEN PATCHED ON THY ROBE, THEN OUT OF THY ROBE CUT AND RIP ME." THEREON HE CRIED: "COME (PL.), LOOK ON MIRYAI, WHO HAS LEFT JEWRY AND GONE TO MAKE LOVE WITH HER LORD. COME, LOOK ON MIRYAI, WHO HAS LEFT OFF COLORED RAIMENT AND GONE TO MAKE LOVE WITH HER LORD. SHE FORSOOK GOLD AND SILVER AND WENT TO MAKE LOVE WITH HER LORD. SHE FORSOOK THE PHYLACTERIES AND WENT TO MAKE LOVE WITH THE MAN WITH THE HEAD-BAND." THEN MIRYAI MAKES ANSWER UNTO HIM: "FAR LIES IT FROM ME TO LOVE HIM WHOM I HAVE HATED. FAR LIES IT FROM ME TO HATE HIM WHOM I HAVE LOVED. NAY, FAR FROM ME LIES IT TO HATE MY LORD, THE LIFE'S GNOSIS, WHO IS FOR ME IN THE WORLD A SUPPORT. A SUPPORT IS HE IN THE WORLD FOR ME AND A HELPER IN THE LIGHT'S REGION. DUST IN THE MOUTH OF THE JEWS, ASHES IN THE MOUTH OF ALL OF THE PRIESTS! MAY THE DUNG THAT IS UNDER THE FEET OF THE HORSES, COME ON THE HIGH ONES AND JERUSALEM'S MIGHTY RULERS." LIFE IS EXALTED AND IS VICTORIOUS, AND VICTORIOUS IS THE MAN WHO HAS COME HITHER.  
A VARIANT OF THE ABOVE FROM THE OXFORD MS. (L.'S J. B., PP. 123-125)
IN THE NAME OF GREAT LIFE, MAY HALLOWED LIGHT BE GLORIFIED. AT THE DOOR OF THE HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE HER MOTHER CAME UPON MIRYAI. HER MOTHER CAME UPON MIRYAI AND PUT QUESTION TO HER: "WHENCE COM'ST THOU, MY DAUGHTER, MIRYAI, WHOSE FACE GATHERS ROSES? ROSES GATHERS THY FACE AND OF SLEEP ARE THY EYES FULL. FULL OF SLEEP ARE THY EYES, AND UPON THY FOREHEAD LIES SLUMBER." THEREON SHE MADE ANSWER: "IT IS TWO, THREE DAYS TODAY THAT MY BROTHERS SAT DOWN IN THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER. IN MY FATHER'S HOUSE SAT DOWN MY BROTHERS AND LET WONDERFUL PROCLAMATIONS BE HEARD. BECAUSE OF THE VOICE AND THE RINGING OF THE PROCLAMATION OF THE TREASURES, MY BROTHERS, THERE COMES NO SLEEP OVER MY EYES. SLEEP COMES NOT OVER MY EYES, NOR SLUMBER UPON MY FOREHEAD." "HAST THOU NOT HEARD, MIRYAI, MY DAUGHTER, WHAT THE JEWS ARE SAYING ABOUT THEE? THE JEWS ARE SAYING: THY DAUGHTER HAS FALLEN IN LOVE WITH A MAN. SHE HAS GOTTEN HATE AGAINST JEWRY AND LOVE FOR NAZŌRÆANITY. HATE HAS SHE GOTTEN AGAINST THE HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE AND LOVE FOR THE DOOR OF THE TEMPLE (SC. OF THE MM.). HATE HAS SHE GOTTEN AGAINST THE PHYLACTERIES AND LOVE FOR THE FLAUNTING WREATHS. WORK DOES SHE ON SABBATH; ON SUNDAY SHE KEEPS HER HANDS STILL. MIRYAI HAS CAST ASIDE STRAIGHTWAY THE LAW THAT THE SEVEN HAVE LAID [UPON US]." AS MIRYAI STANDS THERE, SHE PUTS DUST ON HER FEET, AND SPEAKS: "DUST IN THE MOUTH OF THE JEWS AND ASHES IN THE MOUTH OF ALL OF THE PRIESTS! MAY THE DUNG THAT LIES UNDER THE HORSES, COME ON THE ELDERS WHO ARE IN JERUSALEM! I CANNOT HATE HIM WHOSE LOVE I HAVE WON, NOR LOVE HIM 'GAINST WHOM I HAVE GOTTEN HATE. YEA, I HAVE WON THE LOVE OF MY LORD THE LIFE'S GNOSIS, [AND HOPE] THAT IN HIM A HELPER WILL FOR ME ARISE, A HELPER AND A SUPPORT FROM THE REGION OF DARKNESS UNTO LIGHT'S REGION." THOU HAST WON THE VICTORY, GNOSIS OF LIFE, AND HELPED ALL THY FRIENDS TO VICTORY. AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
THE EXILED COMMUNITY SETTLE ON THE EUPHRATES (§ 35)
[bookmark: page_65_fr_1][bookmark: page_65_fr_2][bookmark: page_66_fr_1][bookmark: page_66_fr_2][bookmark: page_66_fr_3][bookmark: page_66_fr_4][bookmark: page_67_fr_1]IN THE NAME OF GREAT LIFE, MAY HALLOWED LIGHT BE GLORIFIED. MIRYAI AM I, A VINE, A TREE, WHO STANDS AT THE MOUTH OF EU-PHRATES (FRASH). THE TREE'S LEAVES ARE PRECIOUS STONES, THE TREE'S FRUITS PEARLS. THE VINE-TREE'S FOLIAGE IS GLORY, ITS SHOOTS PRECIOUS LIGHT. AMONG THE TREES ITS SCENT IT DIFFUSES, AND IT SPREADS OVER ALL THE WORLDS. THE BIRDS OF THE AIR SCENTED IT; A FLOCK SETTLED DOWN ON THE TREE. A FLOCK ON IT DOWN-SETTLED, AND THEY WOULD BUILD THEIR NEST THERE. THEY FLUTTER ABOUT IN IT AND SETTLE NOT DOWN IN IT FIRMLY. OF ITS FOLIAGE THEY EAT...FROM ITS INNER PART THEY DRINK WINE. THEY EAT WHAT IS NOT TO BE CAST AWAY, AND DRINK WHAT WAS NOT WINE. WHILE THE BIRDS SAT ON THE VINE, WINDS AND TEMPESTS BROKE LOOSE. THEY SHOOK THE GOOD BIRDLETS AWAKE, THEY SMOTE AGAINST THE TREE; ON ALL SIDES THEY SCATTERED THE LEAVES OF THE VINE-TREE AND SCARED THE BIRDS OUT OF THEIR PLACE. MANY A BIRD THERE WAS WHO FLEW NOT AWAY, BUT HELD ON FAST WITH CLAWS AND WITH WINGS, TILL THE WINDS AND THE TEMPESTS WERE OVER. MANY AGAIN HELD NOT ON FAST AND WERE HURRIED AWAY...WOE UNTO THOSE WHO DID NOT HOLD FAST, BUT WERE DASHED FROM THE TREE AND FLEW OFF. HOW FAIR IS THE TREE OF LIFE AND FAIR THE BIRDS WHO DWELL ON IT! THE WINDS AND THE TEMPESTS PASSED AND REST CAME OVER THE WORLD. AS THE BIRDS SIT THERE AND CHIRP AND WOULD BE A-BUILDING THEIR NEST, AS THE BIRDS SIT ON THE VINE, AN EAGLE WHEELED AND FLEW HITHER. A WHITE EAGLE-BIRD CAME, LOOKED DOWN AND CAUGHT SIGHT OF THE BIRDS. ROUND WHEELED HE, SPED DOWN ON THEM WITH HIS WINGS, AND CAME AND SAT ON THE TREE. IN CONVERSE WITH HIM JOINED THE BIRDS, AND SAID TO HIM: "BY THY LIFE, EAGLE! ON THIS TREE, WERE WE, BIRDS WITHOUT NUMBER, BUT THERE BROKE LOOSE AGAINST THEM THE WINDS, AND ON THE TREE CAME RAGING TEMPESTS, THEY SHOOK THEM OFF FROM THE TREE, SO THAT THEY TORE THEIR WINGS FROM THEM [NEARLY]. MANY A ONE HELD FAST, WHOM THE WINDS AND TEMPESTS COULD NOT TEAR AWAY; BUT MANY A ONE FLEW OFF AT TOP SPEED, WE SPEAK TO THEE, THEREFORE, O EAGLE, WE ASK THEE RESPECTING THE BIRDS, BECAUSE THOU ART SHARP OF SIGHT AND DOST SEE ALL IN THIS WORLD: WHAT HAVE THE WINDS AND THE TEMPESTS DONE WITH THOSE BIRDS, OUR BROTHERS? WHAT SPYEST THOU OUT (?) OVER THEM?" THEN MADE HE ANSWER UNTO THEM: "YOU HAD BETTER NOT TO HAVE KNOWN, MY BROTHERS, WHAT HAS BECOME OF THOSE BIRDS. SLINGSHOTS DROVE THEM FAR FROM ME; THEIR WINGS BROKE; TORN OFF WERE THEY, BROKEN OFF; THEY WENT HENCE AND RELIED ON THE BIRD-CATCHERS. THE HARRIER AND HAWK WHEELED ROUND THEM, TORE PIECES OUT OF THEIR FLESH AND FED ON THOSE WHO WERE FAT. WOE TO THOSE WHO FELL PREY TO THE WATER, IF THERE WAS NO PORTION FOR THEM AT THE CROSSING. WELL FOR YOU, YE BIRDS, WHO HOLD FAST TO THIS VINE [HERE]; YOU BECAME A COMPANIONSHIP OF MIRYAI, THE VINE, WHO STANDS AT THE MOUTH OF EUPHRATES. SEE AND SATISFY YOURSELVES, YE BIRDS, THAT I HAVE COME TO YOU. I HAVE COME TO MY BROTHERS TO BE A SUPPORT FOR THEM IN THIS WORLD. I HAVE COME TO HEAL MIRYAI, [COME] TO BRING WATER TO THE GOOD, BELOVED PLANTS, TO THE VINES, WHO STAND AT THE MOUTH OF EUPHRATES. IN A WHITE PAIL I DRAW WATER AND BRING IT TO MY PLANTS. I BEAR AND I HOLD [IT] ON THE ARMS OF GLORY WHICH ARE MY OWN. I BEAR AND I HOLD [IT] AND GIVE [THEM] TO DRINK. WELL FOR HIM WHO HAS DRUNK OF MY WATER. HE DRINKS, FINDS HEALING AND CONFIRMATION, AND GROWS TO DOUBLE [HIS STATURE]. THE VINES WHO DRANK WATER, BROUGHT FORTH GOOD FRUIT. THEIR LEAVES TURNED ON HIGH AND MADE A BRAVE SHOW. THE BRANCHES WHICH DRANK NO WATER, BROUGHT FORTH BITTER HERBS AND WORM-WOOD (?). WOE TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT GONE FORWARD UPON THE WAY; WOE TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT PASSED ON BY THE WAY-STONE! THEY HATED LIFE'S TREASURE-HOUSE, MIRYAI, THE DEAR TRUTH. "MY BROTHERS, HOLD FAST, BE A COMPANIONSHIP OF MIRYAI. I WILL LOOK ROUND IN THE WORLD, LET LIFE'S CALL SOUND FORTH AND ROUSE THE SLEEPING AND WAKE [THEM]." THE EAGLE FLEW OFF FROM THE TREE; HE WHEELED ROUND AND INSTRUCTED HIS FRIENDS. HE SPEAKS TO THEM: "GIVE EAR TO ME, MY BROTHERS! STAY FAST AND ENDURE PERSECUTION. BE A COMPANIONSHIP TO MIRYAI. WOE TO THE JEWS, WHO WERE A PERSECUTION FOR MIRYAI! WOE TO ELIZAR, THE GREAT HOUSE, THE PILLAR THAT PROPS THE TEMPLE! WOE TO ZATAN, THE PILLAR, WHO HAS WITNESSED LIES AGAINST MIRYAI!"
THE JEWS PERSECUTE THE MANDÆANS (§ 35 CONTD.)
[bookmark: page_67_fr_2][bookmark: page_67_fr_3][bookmark: page_67_fr_4]ALL THE JEWS GATHERED TOGETHER, THE TEACHERS, THE GREAT AND THE LITTLE; THEY CAME [TOGETHER] AND SPOKE OF MIRYAI: "SHE RAN AWAY FROM THE PRIESTS, FELL IN LOVE WITH A MAN, AND THEY TOOK HOLD OF EACH OTHER'S HANDS. HOLD OF EACH OTHER'S HANDS THEY TOOK, WENT FORTH AND SETTLED AT THE MOUTH OF EUPHRATES. WE WILL SLAY THEM AND MAKE MIRYAI SCORNED IN JERUSALEM. A STAKE WILL WE SET UP FOR THE MAN WHO HAS RUINED MIRYAI AND LED HER AWAY. THERE SHALL BE NO DAY IN THE WORLD WHEN A STRANGER ENTERS JERUSALEM." THEY SPLIT OPEN THEIR FELLING’S AND CATCH THE DOVES IN JERUSALEM. 
THEY BEG THEM TO RETURN (§ 35 CONTD.)
[bookmark: page_67_fr_5][bookmark: page_68_fr_1][bookmark: page_68_fr_2][bookmark: page_69_fr_1][bookmark: page_69_fr_2][bookmark: page_69_fr_3][bookmark: page_69_fr_4][bookmark: page_69_fr_5][bookmark: page_70_fr_1][bookmark: page_70_fr_2]ALL THE JEWS GATHERED TOGETHER AND FOLLOWED AFTER MIRYAI. THEY WENT AND FOUND THAT A THRONE WAS SET UP FOR MIRYAI ON THE BANK OF EUPHRATES. A WHITE STANDARD WAS FOR HER UNFURLED AND A BOOK STOOD UPRIGHT ON HER LAP. SHE READS IN THE BOOKS OF TRUTH AND ROUSES ALL WORLDS FROM THEIR SLEEP. SHE HOLDS IN HER HAND THE STAFF OF LIFE'S WATER; THE GIRDLE IS BOUND ROUND HER LOINS. MIRYAI IN HUMBLENESS PRAYS AND PROCLAIMS WITH WONDROUS VOICE. THE FISHES GATHER OUT OF THE SEA, THE BIRDS FROM THE MOUTH OF EUPHRATES. THEY COME TO HEAR MIRYAI'S VOICE, AND NO MORE LONG TO LIE DOWN TO SLEEP. THEY BREATHE IN THE SWEET SCENT AROUND HER AND FORGET THE WORLD. WHEN THE JEWS SAW THIS, THEY STOOD UP BEFORE HER. THEY FELT SHAMED, DOUBLED THEIR FISTS, SMOTE ON THE FORE-COURT OF THEIR BREAST AND LAMENTED. THE MOTHER OF MIRYAI SPOKE, AND TEARS STREAMED INTO HER BOSOM. "LOOK ON ME, MIRYAI, MY DAUGHTER," SAYS SHE UNTO HER; "LOOK ON ME WHO AM THY MOTHER! MY DAUGHTER ART THOU AND THE DAUGHTER OF ALL OF THE PRIESTS. THY HEAD IS THE GREAT CHIEF OF THE TEMPLE. REMEMBEREST THOU NOT, MIRYAI, THAT THE TORAH LAY ON THY LAP? THOU DIDST OPEN IT, READ THEREIN AND KNEWEST WHAT STANDS IN IT. THE OUTER KEYS LAY IN THY HANDS, AND THE INNER THOU DIDST PUT IN CHAINS. ALL THE PRIESTS AND PRIESTS' SONS CAME AND KISSED THY HAND. FOR WHOM THOU WOULDST, THOU DIDST OPEN THE DOOR; WHOM THOU WOULDST NOT, MUST TURN AND GO BACK TO HIS SEAT. A THOUSAND STAND THERE AND TWO THOUSAND SIT THERE. THEY SUBMIT THEMSELVES TO THEE, AS A EUNUCH-MADE SLAVE, AND THEY GIVE EAR TO THY WORD IN JERUSALEM. WHY DIDST THOU FORGET THY BROTHERS AND THY HEART ABANDON THE PRIESTS? LO, THE BRIDES WEEP IN JUDEA, THE WOMEN AND MEN IN JERUSALEM. THEIR BELOVED GOLD HAVE THEY CAST FROM THEM, AND THEY GIVE THEMSELVES UP TO WAILING AND MOURNING FOR THEE. THEY SAY: 'WE WILL MAKE AWAY WITH OUR GOODS, UNTIL MIRYAI RETURNS. GOLD FORGE WE [? NO LONGER], AND CAST AWAY FAIR RAIMENT’S OF SILK AND BRACELETS (?).' THEY STAND ON THE ROOFS AND LOOK OUT, THAT THEY MAY SEE THEE AGAIN IN JERUSALEM. FOR THEE THEY MAKE VOWS, IF THOU COMEST TO ME AND WE GO HENCE. MY DAUGHTER, ARISE, COME BACK TO THY DWELLING-PLACE, THE CITY JERUSALEM. COME, LIGHT UP THY LAMPS, WHICH HAVE BEEN PUT OUT FROM THE DAY WHEN THOU WITHDREWEST THYSELF. HAVE NO LONGING AFTER THIS MAN, WHO HAS PRISONED THEE AND TAKEN THEE OFF. LEAVE THE MAN, WHO IS NOT OF THY DWELLING-PLACE, ALONE BY HIMSELF IN THE WORLD. LET HIM NOT SAY: I HAVE GONE AND CARRIED OFF MIRYAI FROM HER PLACE. COME, TEACH THE CHILDREN, SO THAT THEY MAY LEARN. LAY THE TORAH IN THY LAP AND LET US HEAR THY VOICE AS IT USED TO BE. FROM THE MOMENT AND THE DAY WHEN THOU DIDST DETACH THE DOUGH HAS IT BEEN COVERED UP..." WHEN MIRYAI HEARD THIS FROM HER MOTHER, SHE LAUGHED AND REJOICED IN HER MIND. "IT SURELY COULD NOT BE THE JEWS," SAYS SHE UNTO HER, "THE INFAMOUS, WORTHLESS PRIESTS! IT SURELY WOULD NOT BE THE JEWS WHO STAND THERE AND BOW DOWN TO A BRICK-GRAVE! THEY SHALL BE BURIED IN THE DARKNESS. "GO, GO," SAYS SHE UNTO THEM, "YE FOOLS, YE ABORTIONS, YE WHO WERE NOT OF THE WORLD. I AM NO WOMAN WHO IS STRIPPED FOR WANTONING; AND IT IS NOT THAT I HAVE FALLEN IN LOVE WITH A MAN. STRIPPED AM I NOT FOR RETURNING TO YOU AND FOR AGAIN SEEING YOU, DOMING OF BLASPHEMY. GO, GO HENCE FROM ME, YE WHO HAVE WITNESSED FALSEHOOD AND LYING AGAINST ME. AGAINST ME YE WITNESSED WANTONNESS AND THIEVING, AND HELD ME UP AS YE ARE YOURSELVES. BLESSED BE THE MAN WHO FREED ME FROM MY FETTERS AND PLANTED MY FEET HERE. NO WANTONNESS HAVE I COMMITTED WITH HIM AND ATTEMPTED NO THEFT IN THE WORLD. INSTEAD OF THE WITNESS YE HAVE WITNESSED AGAINST ME, THERE COME TO ME PRAYER AND PRAISE-GIVING." AS THE PRIESTS STAND THERE AND SPEAK WITH MIRYAI AT THE MOUTH OF EUPHRATES, THERE CAME A PURE EAGLE-BIRD, WHOSE WINGS ARE THE FULNESS OF WORLDS. HE FLEW DOWN ON THE JEWS, DASHED AT THEM WITH HIS WINGS, BOUND THEM AND SANK THEM DOWN UNTO THE WATER'S BOTTOM, DEEPER [DOWN] THAN THE FOUL-SMELLING MUD. HE SANK THEM DEEPER DOWN THAN THE BLAZING [WATER], THAT IS INSIDE THE DARK WATER. HE SANK THEIR SHIPS DOWN TO THE BLAZING WATER'S BOTTOM. HE DESTROYED THE TEMPLE AND LAID FIRE TO JERUSALEM. HE BROUGHT DOWN ALL UPON THEM AND IN JERUSALEM SLEW THE DISCIPLES. HE DESCENDED UNTO HER (MIRYAI), FOLDED BEFORE HER HIS WINGS, SETTLED DOWN BY HER, NARRATED AND PROCLAIMED TO HER; AND THEY HELD OUT THE LOVED HAND OF TRUTH TO EACH OTHER. HE EMBRACED HER IN POTENT EMBRACING, FORCED HER DOWN AND SET HER ON THE THRONE. "MIRYAI," HE SPEAKS TO HER, "WITH FAVOR LOOK UPON ME, REMEMBER ME IN THE LIFE'S PRESENCE. I AM THY GOOD MESSENGER, THE MAN, WHO GIVES EAR TO THY DISCOURSE. I BESEECH THEE FOR THE HIGH TRUTH, THE TRUTH WHICH THE JORDAN’S HAVE CHOSEN." "O GOOD TREASURE," SHE MAKES ANSWER UNTO HIM, "TREASURE WHOM LIFE HAS SENT! THY GLORY AND THY LIGHT, HAS RISEN UPON US, AND THY HONOR IS APPROVED IN LIGHT'S REGION. EVERYONE WHO GIVES EAR TO THY VOICE, WILL BE IN THE PURE REGION INCLUDED. IN LIFE'S TREASURY WILL HE BE INCLUDED AND THY RAYS WILL RISE [OVER HIM] TWOFOLD. FOR EVERYONE WHO GIVES NOT EAR TO THY VOICE, WAKING AND SLEEP WILL BE WIPED OUT. LET HIM BELONG TO THE JEWS, TO THE SLAVES AND ALL OF THE PRIESTS, THE SONS OF THE HARLOT. I AND THOU WILL CIRCLE ALOFT AND VICTORIOUS MOUNT TO LIGHT'S REGION." MAY LIFE BE OUR PLEDGE, AND LIFE IS VICTORIOUS.
SOME TYPICAL EXTRACTS
UNDER THE FIRST TWO HEADINGS READERS HAVE BEEN MADE ACQUAINTED WITH ALL THOSE PIECES FROM THE MANDÆAN JOHN-BOOK THAT CAN BE HELD TO HAVE IN ANY SENSE A HISTORIC INTENTION. TO THESE ARE NOW ADDED A FEW EXTRACTS OF SUCH SPECIMENS OF THE REST OF THE CONTENTS AS DO NOT REQUIRE A COMMENTARY. WE WILL BEGIN WITH 'THE FISHER OF SOULS' TRACTATE FROM THE JOHN-BOOK. IT SEEMS TO ME TO THROW GREAT LIGHT ON THE SYMBOLIC PHRASE OF THE GOSPELS, INDEED TO GIVE IT A BACKGROUND, AND NOT TO BE EXPLAINED IN REVERSE ORDER AS THE MANDÆAN EXPANSION OF AN ISOLATED CHRISTIAN EXPRESSION.
[bookmark: page_71_fr_1]THE FISHER OF SOULS SAGA (§§ 36-39)
[bookmark: page_71_fr_2][bookmark: page_72_fr_1][bookmark: page_72_fr_2][bookmark: page_72_fr_3][bookmark: page_73_fr_1][bookmark: page_73_fr_2][bookmark: page_73_fr_3][bookmark: page_74_fr_1]IN THE NAME OF GREAT LIFE MAY HALLOWED LIGHT BE GLORIFIED. A FISHER AM I, A FISHER WHO ELECT IS AMONG FISHERS. A FISHER AM I WHO AMONG THE FISHERS IS CHOSEN, THE HEAD OF ALL CATCHERS OF FISH. I KNOW THE SHALLOWS OF THE WATERS, THE INNER...AND THE...I FATHOM; I COME TO THE NET-GROUNDS, TO THE SHALLOWS AND ALL FISHING-SPOTS, AND SEARCH THE MARSH IN THE DARK ALL OVER. MY BOAT IS NOT CUT OFF [FROM THE OTHERS] AND I SHALL NOT BE STOPPED IN THE NIGHT. I SEE THE FISH IN (? ON) THE DIKE. I PRESSED FORWARD ON THE WAY WITH A... THAT WAS NOT OF IRON. I COVERED (?) THE...WHICH WAS FOR US AN OBSTRUCTION. ASIDE DID I PUSH THE SWIMMERS WHO HINDER LIFE'S WAY. ON MY HEAD I SET UP A...IN WHOSE SHADOW THE FISH SIT. THE FISHER-TRIDENT WHICH I HAVE IN MY HAND, IS INSTEAD A MARGNĀ SELECT, A STAFF OF PURE WATER, AT WHOSE SIGHT TREMBLE THE FISHERS. I SIT IN A BOAT OF GLORY AND COME INTO THIS WORLD (TIBIL) OF THE FLEETING. I COME TO THE WATER'S SURFACE; THITHER TO THE SURFACE OF THE WATER I DREW, AND I DREW TO THE CROSSING'S SURFACE. I COME IN A...IN SLOW, STEADY COURSE. THE WATER BY MY BOAT IS NOT RUFFLED, AND NO SOUND OF MY BOAT IS HEARD. BEFORE ME STANDS HIBIL (ABEL), AT MY SIDE SHITIL (SETH) OF SWEET NAME IS TO BE SEEN, CLOSE BY ME, CLOSE IN FRONT OF ME, ANŌSH (ENOCH) SITS AND PROCLAIMS. THEY SAY: "O FATHER, GOOD FISHER, HALLO! O FISHER OF LOVEABLE NAME!" CLOSE BY ME, CLOSE NEAR MY BOAT, I HEAR THE UPROAR (?) OF THE FISHERS, THE FISHERS WHO EAT FISH, AND THEIR STENCH RUSHES ON ME, THE UPROAR OF THE FISHERS AND THE UPROAR OF THEIR MONGERS WHO REVILE AND CURSE ONE ANOTHER. EVERYONE ACCUSES THE OTHER. THE BUYER SAYS TO THE FISHER: "[TAKE BACK?] THY FISH! THEY ARE STINKING ALREADY, AND NO ONE WANTS TO BUY THEM OFF OF ME. THOU MAKEST THE CATCH FAR OUT AT SEA, SO THAT LOSS FALLS ON THE BUYER." THEREON SPEAKS THE FISHER AND MAKES THE MAN, HIS CUSTOMER, HEAR: "A CURSE ON THEE, A CURSE ON THY BUYERS, A CURSE ON THY BELL, A CURSE ON THY BOAT FOR NOT FILLING UP. THOU HAST BROUGHT NO SALT AND SPRINKLED IT OVER THY FISH WHICH THOU BOUGHTEST, SO THAT THE FISH OF THY BOAT WILL NOT BE STINKING AND THOU THEN CANST SELL FOR HARD CASH. NEXT, HAST THOU NO MEAL AND NO DATES BROUGHT, NO SALT...HAST THOU BROUGHT. IF THEN THOU COMEST WITH EMPTY HANDS, ONE WHO IS OF FAIR FAVOR HAS NO DEALING WITH THEE. GO, GO, THOU GODLESS [FELLOW], BUY NOT FROM US TO DO BUSINESS WITH THY FRAUDULENT SCALES. THOU HOLDEST THEM DOWN TO BUY AT FALSE WEIGHT, [THEN IN SELLING] KEEPEST THEM UP WITH THY ELBOW AND GETTEST TEN FOR FIVE. NOW DOES THY BUYING FLEE AWAY, AND THY BUYER, AND IS AS THOUGH IT NEVER HAD BEEN. THOU DOST COMPLAIN OF THE . . . OF MEN AND DOST CHERISH NO NOBLE THOUGHT." WHEN THE CHIEF FISHER, THE HEAD OF THE RACE OF THE LIVING, THE HIGHEST OF ALL CATCHERS OF FISH, HEARD THIS, HE SAID TO HIM (? ANŌSH): "BRING ME MY...HAND ME THE SQUBRĀ, THAT I MAY MAKE A CALL SOUND FORTH INTO THE MARSH, THAT I MAY WARN THE FISH OF THE DEPTHS AND SCARE AWAY THE FOUL-SMELLING BIRDS THAT PURSUE AFTER MY FISH. I WILL CATCH THE GREAT SIDMĀ, AND TEAR OFF HIS WINGS ON THE SPOT. I WILL TAKE FROM HIM…AND WILL BLOW INTO MY SQUBRĀ. A TRUE SQUBRĀ IS IT, SO THAT THE WATER MAY NOT MIX WITH PITCH." WHEN THE FISHERS HEARD THE CALL, THEIR HEART FELL DOWN FROM ITS STAY. ONE CALLS TO THE OTHER AND SPEAKS TO HIM: "GO INTO THY INNER GROUND. FOR THERE IS THE CALL OF THE FISHER, THE FISHER WHO EATS NO FISH. HIS VOICE IS NOT LIKE THAT OF A FISHER, HIS SQUBRĀ NOT LIKE OUR SQUBRĀ. HIS VOICE IS NOT LIKE OUR VOICE, HIS DISCOURSE NOT LIKE TO THIS WORLD." BUT THE FISHERS STAND THERE; THEY SEEK NOT SHELTER IN THEIR INNER GROUND. AS THE FISHERS STAND THERE AND ARE THINKING IT OVER, THE FISHER CAME SWIFTLY UPON THEM; HE OPENED THE CAST-NET, DIVIDED...HE CAST THEM BOUND INTO THE...HE TIED THEM UP WITH KNOTS. THEY SPEAK TO HIM: "FREE US FROM OUR BONDS, SO THAT THY FISH MAY NOT LEAP UP TO OUR BOAT. WE CATCH NOT THOSE WHO NAME THY NAME." WHEN THE FISHERS THUS SPOKE TO ME, I SMOTE THEM WITH A CLUB MADE OF IRON. I BOUND THEIR TRADERS ON THE SHORE WHICH LENDS NOT... (?). I ROPED THEM WITH ROPES OF BAST AND BROKE UP THEIR SHIPS…I BURNT UP THE WHOLE OF THEIR NETTING AND THE . . . WHICH HOLDS THE NETS TOGETHER. I THREW CHAINS ROUND THEM AND HUNG THEM UP AFT ON MY SHIP'S STERN. I MADE THEM TAKE AN OATH, TOOK FROM THEM THEIR MYSTERY, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY NOT CATCH THE GOOD FISH, THAT THEY MAY NOT STEAL THEM FROM ME, STICK THEM ON A CANE, HANG THEM UP, I CUT THEM IN PIECES AND THROW THEM INTO BASKETS (?) WITH LAUREL AND ALOE. THEY (THE FISHERS) ARE LAID LOW AND CANNOT RISE UP. THE NETS...AND THEY NO LONGER STAB THE FISHER-TRIDENT INTO THE JORDAN. THEY DO NOT CUT OFF…AND STAND NOT IN THE RIVER-LANDS AND MAKE NOT THEIR CATCH IN THE SHALLOWS. THEY CAST NOT THE CAST-NET THEREIN AND TAKE NOT...AND ALOE. I SPOKE TO THOSE WHO EAT THE...OF THE FISH WHOSE NAME IS EEL. THEY EAT THE EEL AND THE...WHICH STANDS UPRIGHT ON ITS FOREFEET. THEY EAT THE...I BOUND THEM IN THE MARSHES OF DECEPTION, AND THEY WERE CAUGHT AND WERE TIED UP. WATER FROM THE ULAI THEY DRINK NOT AND KNOW NOT THE WAY TO THE KSHASH RIVER. I BOUND THEM FAST IN THEIR SHIPS, AND THREW OUT MY ROPES TO THE GOOD ONES. TO THEM I SPEAK: "DRAW YOUR BOAT UP HERE, SO THAT IT RUNS NOT INTO THE DIKE." AS THE CHIEF OF THE FISH-CATCHERS THUS SPOKE, THE FISHERS MADE ANSWER UNTO HIM AND SAID; "BLESSED BE THOU, A FISHER, AND BLESSED BE THY BOAT AND THY BARK. HOW FAIR IS THY CAST-NET, HOW FAIR THE YARN THAT IS IN IT. FAIR IS THY CORD AND THY LACING, THOU WHO ART NOT LIKE THE FISHERS OF THIS WORLD. ON THY MESHES ARE NO SHELL-FISH, AND THY TRIDENT CATCHES NO FISH. WHENCE ART THOU COME HITHER? TELL US! WE WILL BE THY HIRED SERVANTS. WE WILL BAKE AND STIR ABOUT BROTH AND BRING IT BEFORE THEE. EAT, AND THE CRUMBS WHICH FALL FROM THY HAND, THESE WILL WE EAT AND THEREWITH BE FILLED." BUT I MADE ANSWER UNTO THEM: "O YE FISHERS, WHO LAP UP YOUR FILTH, NO FISHER AM I WHO FISHES FOR FISH, AND I WAS NOT FORMED FOR AN EATER OF FILTH. A FISHER AM I OF SOULS WHO BEAR WITNESS TO LIFE. A POOR FISHER AM I WHO CALLS TO THE SOULS, COLLECTS THEM TOGETHER AND GIVES THEM INSTRUCTION. HE CALLS TO THEM AND BIDS THEM COME AND GATHER TOGETHER UNTO HIM. HE SAYS UNTO THEM: IF YE...COME, YE SHALL BE SAVED FROM THE FOUL-SMELLING BIRDS I WILL SAVE MY FRIENDS, BRING THEM ON HIGH AND IN MY SHIP MAKE THEM STAND UPRIGHT. I WILL CLOTHE THEM WITH VESTURES OF GLORY AND WITH PRECIOUS LIGHT WILL ENWRAP THEM. I WILL PUT A CROWN OF AETHER UPON THEM AND WHAT ELSE FOR THEM THE GREATNESS ERECTS ON THEIR HEAD. THEN SIT THEY ON THRONES AND IN PRECIOUS LIGHT DO THEY GLISTEN. I BEAR THEM THITHER AND RAISE THEM ALOFT; BUT YE SEVEN SHALL STAY HERE BEHIND. THE PORTION OF FILTH AND OF FILTHY DOINGS SHALL BE YOUR PORTION. ON THE DAY WHEN THE LIGHT ASCENDS, THE DARKNESS WILL RETURN TO ITS REGION. I AND MY DISCIPLES WILL ASCEND AND BEHOLD THE LIGHT'S REGION." LIFE IS EXALTED AND IS VICTORIOUS, AND VICTORIOUS IS THE MAN WHO HAS COME HITHER.
THE LIGHT-SHIP OF THE FISHER (§ 37)
IN THE NAME OF GREAT LIFE MAY HALLOWED LIGHT BE GLORIFIED. A FISHER AM I OF GREAT LIFE, A FISHER AM I OF THE MIGHTY; A FISHER AM I OF GREAT LIFE, AN ENVOY WHOM LIFE HAS SENT. IT (LIFE) SPAKE UNTO ME: "GO, CATCH FISH WHO DO NOT EAT FILTH, FISH WHO DO NOT EAT WATER-FENNEL AND REEK NOT OF FOUL-SMELLING FENNEL. THEY DO NOT COME NIGH TO DEVOUR BAD DATES AND GET CAUGHT IN THE NETS OF THE MARSH." LIFE KNOTTED FOR ME A NOOSE AND BUILT FOR ME A SHIP THAT FADES NOT, A SHIP WHOSE WINGS ARE OF GLORY, THAT SAILS ALONG AS IN FLIGHT, AND FROM IT THE WINGS WILL NOT BE TORN OFF. 'TIS A WELL-FURNISHED SHIP AND SAILS ON IN THE HEART OF THE HEAVEN. ITS ROPES ARE ROPES OF GLORY AND A RUDDER OF TRUTH IS THERE TO IT. SUNDAY TAKES HOLD, OF THE POLE, LIFE'S SON SEIZED THE RUDDER. THEY DRAW THITHER TO THE SHEKĪNAHS AND DISPENSE LIGHT AMONG THE TREASURES. THRONES IN THEM (SC. THE SHEKĪNAHS) THEY SET UP, AND LONG DRAWN OUT COME THE JORDANS UPON THEM. ON THE BOW ARE SET LAMPS THAT IN THE WILDEST OF TEMPESTS ARE NOT PUT OUT. ALL SHIPS THAT SIGHT ME, MAKE OBEISANCE SUBMISSIVELY TO ME. SUBMISSIVELY THEY MAKE ME OBEISANCE AND COME TO SHOW THEIR DEVOTION UNTO ME. IN THE BOWS STANDS THE FISHER AND DELIVERS WONDROUS DISCOURSES. [THERE ARE] LAMPS [THERE], WHOSE WICKS SHIFT NOT HITHER AND THITHER, AND A...IS NOT BY HIM. HE WEARS NO RING OF DECEPTION, AND WITH WHITE ROBES IS HE CLAD. HE CALLS TO THE FISH OF THE SEA AND SPEAKS TO THEM: "GIVE HEED TO YOURSELVES IN THE WORLD! BEWARE OF THE FOUL-SMELLING BIRDS WHO ARE ABOVE YOU. IF YOU GIVE HEED TO YOURSELVES MY BROTHERS, I WILL FOR YOU BE A SUCCOR, A SUCCOR AND A SUPPORT OUT OF THE REGIONS OF DARKNESS UNTO LIGHT'S REGION." LIFE IS EXALTED AND IS VICTORIOUS, AND VICTORIOUS IS THE MAN WHO HAS COME HITHER.
THE GOOD FISHER REJECTS THE OVERTURES OF THE EVIL ONES AND OVERWHELMS THEM (§ 38)
[bookmark: page_76_fr_1][bookmark: page_77_fr_1][bookmark: page_77_fr_2][bookmark: page_77_fr_3][bookmark: page_78_fr_1][bookmark: page_78_fr_2][bookmark: page_78_fr_3][bookmark: page_78_fr_4]IN THE NAME OF GREAT LIFE MAY HALLOWED LIGHT BE GLORIFIED. THE FISHER CLAD HIM WITH VESTURES OF GLORY, AND AN AXE HUNG FROM HIS SHOULDER...AND COMMOTION OF MISCHIEF, AND A BELL IS NOT ON THE HANDLE. WHEN THE FISHERS CAUGHT SIGHT OF THE FISHER, THEY CAME AND GATHERED AROUND HIM. "THOU ART," SAY THEY UNTO HIM, "A... FISHER THOU WHO HAST CAUGHT NO FISH OF THE MARSH. THOU HAST NOT SEEN THE...IN WHICH THE FISH GATHER...WE WILL MAKE THEE FAMILIAR WITH THE FISHERS; BE OUR GREAT PARTNER AND TAKE A SHARE AS WE [DO]. GRANT US A SHARE IN THY SHIP, AND TAKE THOU A SHARE IN OUR SHIP. A BARGAIN! TAKE FROM US AS PARTNER AND GRANT US A SHARE IN THY SHIP. GRANT US A SHARE, AND WE WILL GIVE THEE A SHARE IN WHAT WE POSSESS. JOIN THY SHIP WITH OURS AND CLOTHE THEE IN BLACK AS WE [DO], SO THAT, IF THOU HOLDEST THY LANTERN ON HIGH, THOU MAYST FIND SOMETHING, THAT THE FISH MAY NOT SEE THY GLORY AND THY SHIP MAY TAKE IN FISH. IF THOU DOST GIVE EAR (TO US), THOU SHALT CATCH FISH, THROW THEM INTO THY SHIP AND DO BUSINESS. IF THOU GIVEST NO EAR TO OUR DISCOURSE, THOU SHALT EAT SALT; BUT IF THOU DOEST OUR WORKS, THOU SHALT EAT OIL AND HONEY. THOU STIRREST A BROTH, THOU FILLEST A BOWL AND SHAREST IT WITH ALL OF THE FISHERS. WE APPOINT THEE AS HEAD OVER ALL OF US. THE FISHERS GATHER TOGETHER BESIDE THEE, THE FIRST FOLLOW BEHIND THEE; THEY WILL BE THY SLAVES, AND THOU TAKEST THREE SHARES OF WHAT FALLS TO OUR SHARE. OUR FATHER SHALL BE THY SERVANT AND WE WILL CALL OURSELVES THY BONDSMEN. OUR MOTHER SHALL SIT ON THY COUCH (?) AND NET NETS, SHE SHALL BE THY MAID-SERVANT AND KNIT FOR THEE YARNS OF ALL KINDS. SHE SHALL SPACE OUT THE FLOATS OF CEDAR AND PUT THE LEAD-SINKERS INTO THE MESHES, MESHES, MESHES WHICH ARE THEN MORE-HEAVY THAN ALL OF THE WORLD. SHE SHALL DIVIDE THE WATER BY MEANS OF THE YARNS, AND WHEN THE FISH RUN INTO THEM, THEY SHALL BE STOPPED. THEN THEY KNOW NOT THE WAY THAT THEY SEEK, AND HAVE NO WIT TO TURN BACK TO THEIR WAY. LIKE WALLS THAT COLLAPSE, THEY (THE NETS) COME AND FALL ON THE GOOD. THEY DO NOT LET THE FISH RISE, NOR TURN THEIR FACE TO THE BOULDERS. THEY MAKE THEM SINK DEEP UNDER THE MUD AND SHUT THEM INTO...THEY COLLECT THEM INTO HEAPS AND SHAKE THEM (?) OUT OF THE...THERE IS THERE A... INTO WHICH THE FISH DASH AND ARE STOPPED. ON THE...OF THE...WATTLE-WORK IS SET UP BETWEEN TWO MACHINES. NETS ARE LAID DOWN AND... WHICH ARE FILLED WITH BAD DATES AS BAIT, WHICH CAUSE THEM TO EAT DEATH. WOE TO THE FISH WHO IS BLINDED BY THEM, WHOSE EYE SEES NOT THE LIGHT. WISE ARE THE FISH WHO KNOW THEM. THEY PASS BY ALL OF THE BAITS. [THE OTHERS] REPAIR THITHER AND...AND THE NETS WILL BE FOR THEM THERE A LODGING. ONE OF A THOUSAND SEES IT AND OF TWO THOUSAND TWO SEE IT. ITS...IS CLOSED, AND A BELL IS HUNG ON ITS SIDE-DOOR, A BELL THAT IS FORGED IN MISCHIEF AND CATCHES THE WHOLE OF THE WORLD. THERE, IS THE WATER MINGLED WITH FENNEL...THE PEGS (?) OF DEATH. WOE TO THE FISH WHO FALL INTO THEM." WHEN THE FISHER HEARD THIS, HE STAMPED ON THE BOWS OF THE SHIP. THE FISHER STAMPED ON THE SHIPS OF THE FISHERS; THE FISHERS LIE IN THE SHALLOWS CLOSE CROWDED TOGETHER, TIED UP TOGETHER LIKE BUNDLES OF WHEAT, AND CANNOT RISE UP. THE REEDS SWISH...AND THE FISH OF THE SEA LIE OVER THE FISHERS. THEY SNARL IN THE MARSH AND THE WATER RINGS THEM ROUND IN ITS CIRCLE (?). THEN SHRILLING HE SPOKE WITH HIS VOICE. HE DISCOURSED WITH HIS VOICE SUBLIME AND SPOKE TO THE CATCHERS OF FISH: "OFF FROM ME, YE FOUL-SMELLING FISHERS, YE FISHERS WHO MIX POISON. BEGONE, BEGONE, CATCH FISH, WHO [EAT?] YOUR OWN FILTH. DOWN WITH YOU TO YOUR...AND GO TO THE END OF THE CROSSING. I AM NO FISHER WHO CATCHES FISH, AND MY FISH ARE TESTED. THEY ARE NOT CAUGHT BY THE HOOK WITH BAD DATES, A MESS WHICH [MY] FISH DO NOT EAT. THEY FALL NOT INTO THE NETS THAT ARE COLORED AND TURN NOT TO THE LAMPS OF THE LIE. THEY SINK NOT DOWN THROUGH THE MUD OF THE WATER, AND GO NOT AFTER THE...OF DECEPTION. THEY (? THE NETS) DIVIDE NOT THE WATER…THAT SHALL FALL ON THE GOOD. IF THE FISHERS CAST O'ER THEM THE CAST-NET, THEY TEAR ASUNDER THE NET AND SET THEMSELVES FREE. THERE WILL BE NO DAY IN THIS WORLD ON WHICH THE FISHERS CATCH [MY] FISH. THERE WILL BE NO DAY IN THIS WORLD ON WHICH THE DOVE LOVES THE RAVENS. ACCURSÈD BE YE, YE FOUL-SMELLING BIRDS, AND ACCURSÈD YOUR NEST, SO THAT IT MAY NOT BE FILLED. WOE TO YOUR FATHER SIRMĀ, WHOSE BED IS IN THE REEDS. WOE TO THEE, HUNGRY SAFNĀ, WHOSE WINGS DO NOT DRY IN THIS WORLD. WOE TO THEE, FOUL-SMELLING SAGIĀ, THOU WHO SEEST THE FISH AND SIGHEST [FOR THEM]. HE SHRIEKS AND CRIES BITTERLY, WHEN HE STRIKES FOR THE FISH AND MISSES THEM. WOE TO THEE, ARBĀNĀ...THOU WHO HAULEST THE FISH OUT OF THE DEEPS. WELL FOR HIM WHO FREES HIMSELF FROM THE TALONS OF THOSE WHO CATCH FISH. WELL FOR HIM WHO FREES HIMSELF FROM THE MEN WHO ARE WATCHERS OF THIS WORLD. BEGONE, BEGONE WITH YOU, YE PLANETS, BE OF YOUR OWN HOUSES A PORTION. WATER DOES NOT MIX WITH PITCH, AND THE LIGHT IS NOT RECKONED AS DARKNESS. THE PERFECT ONES' PARTNER CANNOT BE CALLED YOUR PARTNER. THE GOOD (SING.) CANNOT BELONG TO THE WICKED (PL.) NOR THE BAD TO THE GOOD. YOUR SHIP CANNOT BE TIED UP WITH MINE, NOR YOUR RING (?) BE LAID ON MY RING. THERE, IS THE HEAD OF ALL OF YOU; COUNT YOURSELVES UNTO HIS REALM! THIS YOUR CRASS FATHER STAYS STUCK IN THE BLACK WATER. YOUR MOTHER, WHO NETS NETS AND HEAVY DOUBLE MACHINES, HAVE I BEATEN WITH THE STAFF OF (LIVING) WATER AND SMASHED A HOLE IN HER HEAD. I LEAD ON MY FRIENDS, RAISE THEM ON HIGH IN MY SHIP AND GUIDE THEM PAST ALL THE TAX-GATHERERS. I GUIDE THEM THROUGH THE PASSAGE OF OUTRAGE, THE REGION WHERE THE FISHES ARE TAKEN. I MAKE THEM ESCAPE THE FILTH-EATERS. BUT YE WILL COME TO AN END IN YOUR DWELLINGS. I AND MY FRIENDS OF THE TRUTH WILL FIND A PLACE IN LIFE'S SHEKĪNAH. INTO THE HEIGHT WILL I BEAR THEM ON THRONES SURROUNDED WITH STANDARDS OF GLORY. THE SEVEN ARE VANQUISHED AND THE STRANGER-MAN STAYS VICTORIOUS. THE MAN OF PIETY PUT TO THE TEST WAS VICTORIOUS AND HELPED THE WHOLE OF HIS RACE UNTO VICTORY. LIFE IS EXALTED AND IS VICTORIOUS, AND VICTORIOUS IS THE MAN WHO HAS COME HITHER.
THE FINAL SUBMISSION OF THE EVIL FISHERS (§ 39)
[bookmark: page_79_fr_1][bookmark: page_79_fr_2][bookmark: page_80_fr_1][bookmark: page_80_fr_2]IN THE NAME OF GREAT LIFE MAY HALLOWED LIGHT BE GLORIFIED. 'TIS THE VOICE OF THE PURE FISHER WHO CALLS AND INSTRUCTS THE FISH OF THE SEA IN THE SHALLOWS. HE SPEAKS TO THEM: "RAISE YOUR ... UP, ON THE SURFACE OF THE WATER STAND UPRIGHT; THEN WILL YOUR FORCE BE DOUBLE AS GREAT. GUARD YOURSELVES FROM THE FISHERS WHO CATCH THE FISH AND BEAT ON THE JORDAN. SHILMAI AND NIDBAI CURSE THEM, AND THEY DEPART AND SETTLE THEMSELVES DOWN BEHIND ME A MILE OFF. THE FISH CURSE THEIR CASTING-NET IN THEIR PLACE." WHEN THE FISHER THUS SPOKE, WARNING ALL [OF THE FISH, WHEN] THE FISHERS HIS VOICE HEARD, THEY CAME UP AND GATHERED AROUND HIM. THEY PUT THEMSELVES FORWARD TO ASK OF HIM QUESTIONS, AND KNEW NOT WHENCE HE CAME. "WHERE WAST THOU, FISHER," THEY ASK HIM, "THAT WE HEARD NOT THY VOICE IN THE MARSH? THY SHIP IS NOT LIKE OUR SHIP, AND THY...IS NOT...THY SHIP IS NOT TARRED OVER WITH PITCH, AND THOU ART NOT LIKE THE FISHERS OF THIS WORLD." THE FISHERS SEE HIM, BECOME SCARLET FOR SHAME AND REMAIN STANDING IN THEIR PLACES. THEY SAY TO HIM: "WHENCE COMES IT THAT THOU DOST FISH WITHOUT FINDING? THY SHIP IS NOT LIKE OUR SHIP; IT SHINES BY NIGHT LIKE THE SUN. THY SHIP IS PERFECTED IN AETHER, AND WONDROUS STANDARDS ARE UNFURLED ABOVE IT. OUR SHIP SAILS ALONG IN THE WATER, BUT THY SHIP BETWEEN THE WATERS. OUR REEDS (? RODS) GRUMBLE AT ONE ANOTHER AND BREAK INTO PIECES. AMONG THEM IS THE FISH-TRIDENT OF WRATH, ON WHICH...AND... ARE NOT. THY...O FISHER, IS SUCH THAT WHEN THE FISH SEE IT, THEY TAKE THEMSELVES OFF. WE HAVE NOT YET SEEN ANY FISHERS WHICH ARE LIKE UNTO THEE. THE WIND WAFTS THY SHIP ON, THE MAST...FOR THE FISHER AND A RUDDER THAT GLEAMS IN THE WATER-SHALLOWS. ON THY CAST-NET IS NO CORD, AND THEY HAVE NOT LAID...ROUND IT. THERE, ARE NO...IN IT, WHICH ARE A CUNNING DEVICE AGAINST THE FISH OF THE...THOU KEEPEST THY YARN AND HAST NO CLAPPER AND NO HATCHET. THY YARN (= NET) FISHES NOT IN THE WATER AND IS NOT COLORED FOR CATCHING FISH." WHEN THE FISHERS THUS SPOKE, THE FISHER MADE ANSWER UNTO THEM: "HAVE DONE, YE FISHERS AND FISHERS' SONS; OFF, GET YOU GONE FROM ME! OFF, GO UP TO YOUR VILLAGE, THE RUINS, JERUSALEM. ASK ABOUT ME OF YOUR FATHER, WHO KNOWS ME, ASK OF YOUR MOTHER, WHO IS MY MAID-SERVANT. SAY TO HIM: THERE IS A FISHER IN THE BOAT, IN WHICH ARE FOUR... [THERE IS] A RUDDER, AND IT STANDS THERE, AND A MAST...AND REDEMPTIONS. THEY LAY WASTE THE LAND OF JERUSALEM." WHEN THEY HEARD THIS FROM THE FISHER WHO HAS COME HITHER, AND UNDERSTOOD, THEY SPOKE TO HIM: "HAVE COMPASSION, FORBEARANCE AND MERCY ON US AND FORGIVE US OUR SINS AND TRANSGRESSIONS. WE ARE THY SLAVES, SHOW THYSELF INDULGENT TOWARDS US. WE WILL LOOK AFTER THY FISH THAT NONE OF THEM FAILS. WE WILL BE THE SERVANTS OF THY DISCIPLES, WHO NAME THY NAME IN TRUTH. WE WILL CONTINUE TO LOOK AFTER ALL WHO NAME THY NAME." LIFE IS EXALTED AND IS VICTORIOUS, AND VICTORIOUS IN THE MAN WHO HAS COME HITHER. OTHER PIECES SET FORTH SUCH FIGURES AS THOSE OF 'THE HEAVENLY PLOUGH' AND OF 'THE SOWERS'; BUT PERHAPS THE MOST INTERESTING IS THE SAGA OF 'THE GOOD SHEPHERD.' HERE AGAIN IT IS DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE THAT IT WAS DERIVED FROM CHRISTIAN SOURCES; IT SEEMS TO BE AS INDEPENDENT AS THE 'FISHER OF SOULS' FIGURE. THE 'DISCOURSE' RUNS AS FOLLOWS:
THE GOOD SHEPHERD (§ 11)
[bookmark: page_81_fr_1][bookmark: page_81_fr_2][bookmark: page_81_fr_3][bookmark: page_81_fr_4][bookmark: page_82_fr_1][bookmark: page_82_fr_2][bookmark: page_82_fr_3][bookmark: page_82_fr_4][bookmark: page_82_fr_5][bookmark: page_82_fr_6][bookmark: page_83_fr_1][bookmark: page_83_fr_2]IN THE NAME OF GREAT LIFE MAY HALLOWED LIGHT BE GLORIFIED. A SHEPHERD AM I WHO LOVES HIS SHEEP; SHEEP AND LAMBS I WATCH OVER. ROUND MY NECK [I CARRY] THE SHEEP; AND THE SHEEP FROM THE HAMLET STRAY NOT. I CARRY THEM NOT TO THE SEA-SHORE, THAT THEY SEE NOT THE WHIRL OF THE WATER, MAY NOT BE AFRAID OF THE WATER, AND IF THEY ARE THIRSTY MAY NOT DRINK OF THE WATER. I BEAR THEM AWAY [FROM THE SEA], AND WATER THEM WITH THE CUP OF MY HAND, UNTIL THEY HAVE DRUNKEN THEIR FILL. I BRING THEM UNTO THE GOOD FOLD; AND THEY FEED BY MY SIDE. FROM THE MOUTH OF EUPHRATES, FROM THE MOUTH OF EUPHRATES THE RADIANT, THINGS OF MARVELOUS GOODNESS I BROUGHT THEM. I BROUGHT THEM MYRTLE, WHITE SESAME BROUGHT THEM AND BROUGHT THEM BRIGHT STANDARDS. I CLEANSED THEM AND WASHED THEM AND MADE THEM TO SMELL THE SWEET ODOR OF LIFE. I PUT ROUND THEM A GIRDLE, AT SIGHT OF WHICH THE WOLVES TREMBLE. NO WOLF LEAPS INTO OUR FOLD; AND OF NO FIERCE LION NEED THEY BE ALARMED. OF THE TEMPEST THEY NEED NOT BE FRIGHTENED; AND NO THIEF CAN BREAK IN UPON US. A THIEF BREAKS NOT INTO THEIR FOLD; AND OF A KNIFE THEY NEED NOT BE ANXIOUS. WHEN MY SHEEP WERE QUIETLY LAID DOWN AND MY HEAD LAY THERE ON THE THRESHOLD, A RIFT WAS RENT IN THE HEIGHT AND THUNDER DID THUNDER BEHIND ME. THE CLOUDS SEIZED HOLD ONE OF ANOTHER, AND UNCHAINED WERE THE RAGING TEMPESTS. RAIN POURED DOWN IN SHEETS AND HAIL THAT SMITES ELEPHANTS LOW, HAIL THAT SHATTERS THE MOUNTAINS. AND THE TEMPESTS UNCHAIN THEMSELVES IN AN HOUR. SEAS BURST FORTH; THEY FLOODED THE WHOLE OF THE WORLD. THERE, UNDER THE WATER, NO ONE ESCAPED, ONCE HE SANK FROM THE HEIGHT AS INTO A GULF. THE WATER SWEPT OFF EVERYONE WHO HAD NO WINGS OR NO FEET. HE SPEEDS ON, AND KNOWS NOT HE SPEEDS; HE GOES, AND KNOWS NOT HE GOES. THEREUPON I SPRANG UP AND I ENTERED THE FOLD TO BEAR MY SHEEP FORTH FROM THEIR PLACE. I SAW MY EYES FULL. I SAW THE SEA, I SAW THE FIERCE-RAGING TEMPEST, I SAW THE STORM-CLOUDS THAT SEND FORTH NO [FRIENDLY] GREETING THE ONE TO THE OTHER. TEN-THOUSAND TIMES TEN-THOUSAND DRAGONS ARE IN EACH SINGLE CLOUD. I WEEP FOR MY SHEEP, AND MY SHEEP WEEP FOR THEMSELVES. THE LITTLE LAMBS ARE LAMENTING WHO CANNOT COME OUT OF THE FOLD'S DOOR. WHEN THEN…I ENTERED THE HOUSE, I MOUNTED UP TO THE HIGHEST PLACE [IN IT], AND I CALL TO MY SHEEP. TO THE SHEEP IN MY CARE DO I CALL. I PIPE TO THEM; I GET THEM TO HEAR, SO THAT THEY COME UNTO ME. TO THEM I PIPE ON MY PIPE, AND BEAT ON MY TABOUR (?), [LEADING THEM] TO THE WATER. I CALL TO THEM: "MY LITTLE SHEEP, LITTLE SHEEP, COME! RISE UP AT MY CALL! COME, RISE AT MY CALL; THEN WILL YOU 'SCAPE THE CLOUD-DRAGONS. COME, COME UNTO ME! I AM A SHEPHERD WHOSE BOAT IS SOON COMING. MY BOAT OF GLORY IS COMING; AND I COME WITH IT, AND BRING MY SHEEP AND LAMBS IN ABOARD IT. EVERY ONE WHO GIVES EAR TO MY CALL AND HEED GIVES UNTO MY VOICE, AND WHO TURNS HIS GAZE UNTO ME, OF HIM TAKE I HOLD WITH MY HANDS AND BRING HIM UNTO ME INBOARD MY BOAT." BUT EVERY LAMB, MALE AND FEMALE, THAT SUFFERED HIMSELF TO BE CAUGHT, THE WATER-WHIRL CARRIED AWAY, THE GREEDY WATER DID SWALLOW. WHOEVER GAVE NO EAR TO MY CALL, SANK UNDER. TO THE HIGHEST PART OF THE VESSEL I WENT. THE BOWS STAND UP WITH THE BOW-POST. I SAY: HOW WOEFUL AM I FOR MY SHEEP WHO BECAUSE OF THE MUD HAVE SUNK UNDER. THE WATER-WHIRL SANK THEM AWAY FROM MY REACH, THE SWIRLING WHIRL OF THE WATER. HOW GRIEVED AM I FOR THE RAMS WHOSE FLEECE ON THEIR SIDES HAS DRAGGED THEM DOWN INTO THE DEEP, HOW GRIEVED AM I FOR THE LAMBKINS WHOSE BELLIES HAVE NOT [YET] BEEN FILLED FULL OF MILK. OF A THOUSAND, ONE I RECOVERED; OF A WHOLE GENERATION I FOUND AGAIN TWO. HAPPY IS HE WHO [STOOD UP?] IN THE WATER, AND IN WHOSE EARS NO WATER HAS ENTERED. HAPPY THE GREAT RAMS WHO HAVE STAMPED WITH THEIR FEET. HAPPY IS HE WHO HAS ESCAPED FROM THE SEVEN AND TWELVE, THE SHEEP-STEALERS. HAPPY IS HE WHO HAS NOT COUCHED DOWN, HAS NOT LAIN DOWN, HAS NOT LOVED TO SLEEP DEEPLY. HAPPY IS HE WHO IN THIS DEFECTIVE AGE OF BISHLOM HAS STAYED WHOLE. HAPPY ARE THEY WHO FREE THEMSELVES FROM THE SNARES OF RŪHĀ (THE MOTHER WORLD-SPIRIT), FROM THE FILTH AND THE SHAME AND THE BONDAGE THAT HAVE NO END. MY CHOSEN! WHOEVER SHALL LIVE AT THE END OF THIS AGE OF NIRIG (MARS), FOR HIM LET HIS OWN CONSCIENCE BE A SUPPORT. HE WILL COME AND MOUNT UP TO THE RADIANT DWELLING, TO THE REGION WHOSE SUN NEVER SETS, AND WHOSE LIGHT-LAMPS NEVER DARKEN. LIFE IS EXALTED AND IS VICTORIOUS, AND VICTORIOUS IS THE MAN WHO HAS COME HITHER.
THE LOVING SHEPHERDS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (§ 12)
[bookmark: page_84_fr_1][bookmark: page_85_fr_1][bookmark: page_85_fr_2][bookmark: page_85_fr_3]IN THE NAME OF GREAT LIFE MAY HALLOWED LIGHT BE GLORIFIED. A TREASURE CALLS FROM WITHOUT HITHER AND SPEAKS: "COME, BE FOR ME A LOVING SHEPHERD AND WATCH ME A THOUSAND OUT OF TEN THOUSAND." "SO THEN WILL I BE A LOVING SHEPHERD FOR THEE AND WATCH THEE A THOUSAND OUT OF TEN THOUSAND. BUT HOW FULL IS THE WORLD OF VILENESS AND SOWN FULL OF THORNS AND OF THISTLES!" "COME, BE FOR ME A LOVING SHEPHERD AND WATCH ME A THOUSAND OUT OF TEN THOUSAND. I WILL BRING THEE THEN SANDALS OF GLORY, WITH THEM CANST THOU TREAD DOWN THE THORNS AND THE THISTLES. EARTH AND HEAVEN DECAY, BUT THE SANDALS OF GLORY DECAY NOT. SUN AND MOON DECAY, BUT THE SANDALS OF GLORY DECAY NOT. THE STARS AND HEAVEN'S ZODIACAL CIRCLE DECAY, BUT THE SANDALS OF GLORY DECAY NOT. THE FOUR WINDS OF THE [WORLD-] HOUSE DECAY, BUT THE SANDALS OF GLORY DECAY NOT. FRUITS AND GRAPES AND TREES DECAY, BUT THE SANDALS OF GLORY DECAY NOT. ALL THAT IS MADE AND ENGENDERED DECAYS, BUT THE SANDALS OF GLORY DECAY NOT. SO THEN BE FOR ME A LOVING SHEPHERD AND WATCH ME A THOUSAND OUT OF TEN THOUSAND." "I WILL THEN BE A LOVING SHEPHERD FOR THEE AND WATCH THEE A THOUSAND OUT OF TEN THOUSAND. BUT IF A LION COMES AND CARRIES OFF ONE, HOW AM I TO RETRIEVE HIM? IF A THIEF COME AND STEALS ONE AWAY, HOW AM I TO RETRIEVE HIM? IF ONE FALLS INTO THE FIRE AND IS BURNT, HOW AM I TO RETRIEVE HIM? IF ONE FALLS INTO THE WATER AND DROWNS, HOW AM I TO RETRIEVE HIM? IF ONE STAYS BEHIND IN THE PEN, HOW AM I TO RETRIEVE HIM?" "NATHELESS, COME THEREFORE, BE FOR ME A LOVING SHEPHERD AND WATCH ME A THOUSAND OUT OF TEN THOUSAND. IF A LION COMES AND CARRIES OFF ONE, LET HIM GO HIS WAY AND FALL A PREY TO THE LION. LET HIM GO HIS WAY AND FALL A PREY TO THE LION, IN THAT HE BOWS HIMSELF DOWN TO THE SUN. IF A WOLF COMES AND CARRIES OFF ONE LET HIM GO HIS WAY AND FALL A PREY TO THE WOLF, IN THAT HE BOWS HIMSELF DOWN TO THE MOON. IF A THIEF COMES AND STEALS AWAY ONE, THEN LET HIM GO HIS WAY AND FALL A PREY TO THE THIEF. LET HIM GO HIS WAY AND FALL A PREY TO THE THIEF, IN THAT HE BOWS HIMSELF DOWN BEFORE NIRIG (MARS). IF ONE FALLS INTO THE FIRE AND IS BURNT, LET HIM GO HIS WAY AND FALL A PREY TO THE FIRE. LET HIM GO HIS WAY AND FALL A PREY TO THE FIRE, IN THAT HE BOWS HIMSELF DOWN TO THE FIRE. IF ONE FALLS INTO THE MUD AND STAYS STUCK THERE, THEN LET HIM GO HIS WAY AND FALL A PREY TO THE MUD. LET HIM GO HIS WAY AND FALL A PREY TO THE MUD, IN THAT HE BOWS HIMSELF DOWN TO MESSIAH. IF ONE FALLS INTO THE WATER AND DROWNS, THEN LET HIM GO HIS WAY AND FALL A PREY TO THE SEA. LET HIM GO HIS WAY AND FALL A PREY TO THE SEA, IN THAT HE BOWS HIMSELF DOWN TO THE SEAS. IF ONE STAYS BEHIND IN THE PEN, LET HIM GO HIS WAY AND FALL A PREY TO THE PEN-DEMON. LET HIM GO HIS WAY AND FALL PREY TO THE PEN-DEMON, IN THAT HE BOWS HIMSELF DOWN TO THE IDOLS...COME, BE FOR ME A LOVING SHEPHERD AND WATCH ME A THOUSAND OUT OF TEN THOUSAND." "SO, WILL I THEN BE FOR THEE A LOVING SHEPHERD AND WATCH THEE A THOUSAND OUT OF TEN THOUSAND. I WILL WATCH A THOUSAND OF THOUSANDS, YEA OF TEN THOUSAND THOSE WHO ADORE HIM." "BUT SOME OF THEM WANDER FROM ME. I WENT UP INTO HIGH MOUNTAINS AND WENT DOWN INTO DEEP VALLEYS. I WENT AND FOUND HIM WHERE HE CAN CROP NOTHING. OF EACH SINGLE SHEEP I TOOK HOLD WITH MY RIGHT HAND AND ON THE SCALE DID I LAY HIM. A THOUSAND AMONG TEN THOUSAND HAVE THE [RIGHT] WEIGHT." LIFE IS EXALTED AND IS VICTORIOUS, AND VICTORIOUS IS THE MAN WHO HAS COME HITHER. THE NEXT PIECE I HAVE SELECTED, TREATS OF THE SOURCE OF ALL GLORY AND ENLIGHTENMENT, CALLED THE TREASURY OF LIFE, THAT IN WHICH ALL SPIRITUAL POWERS AND BLESSINGS ARE STORED. THE ORIGIN OF THE MOTIVE IS WITHOUT DOUBT THE IRANIAN CONCEPT OF THE ḤVARENO, THE DIVINE AND KINGLY GLORY. IN THE MANDÆAN TRADITION IT HAS BECOME HIGHLY DEVELOPED AND IS FREQUENTLY PERSONIFIED AS A FEMALE GREATNESS. THUS, IN THE OXFORD MS. F. IT IS SPOKEN OF AS "THE MOTHER OF ALL THE KINGS [OF THE LIGHT], FROM WHOM ALL WORLDS HAVE COME FORTH, WHO SEPARATED HERSELF FROM THE FERVENCY OF THE HIDDEN MYSTERIES." MANY RÔLES ARE ASSIGNED TO THIS LIGHT OF LIFE IN THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE CELESTIAL AND COSMIC DRAMAS; AND IN THE HUMAN STAGE IT SHINES FORTH AS THE GLORY WITH WHICH THE PERFECTED ARE VESTURED AND CROWNED. I HAVE CHOSEN THE SIMPLEST OF THE NARRATIVES OR DISCOURSES ON THE TOPIC. IN THE STILL MORE COMPLEX SYSTEM OF THE PHASE OF DEVELOPMENT REPRESENTED BY THE PISTIS SOPHIA COLLECTION THERE IS NO MENTION OF THE TREASURY OF LIFE, BUT THE TREASURY OF LIGHT IS ONE OF ITS MOST IMPORTANT CONCEPTIONS. THE MANDÆAN TRADITION CONSERVES THE ECHOES OF AN EARLIER PHASE, FOR IT IS INDUBITABLY LESS OVER-WORKED.
THE TREASURY OF LIFE (§ 57)
[bookmark: page_86_fr_1][bookmark: page_87_fr_1]IN THE NAME OF GREAT LIFE MAY HALLOWED LIGHT BE GLORIFIED. THE TREASURY AM I, LIFE'S TREASURY (SĪMATH-HAIYĒ); THE TREASURY AM I, THE MIGHTY ONE'S TREASURY; THE TREASURY AM I, LIFE'S TREASURY. A CROWN WAS I FOR THE MIGHTY FROM EVERLASTING. THE TREASURY AM I, LIFE'S TREASURY. EVER DID I GIVE LIGHT TO THE TREASURES AND TO THE SHEKĪNAHS, AND WAS FOR ADORNMENT TO JORDAN. FOR ADORNMENT BECAME I TO JORDAN, WHO WAS FROM EVERLASTING, THROUGH WHOM THE TREASURES GIVE LIGHT. GREAT [LIFE] MADE ME LIMPID AND LUCENT AND MADE ME INTO A VESTURE. HE MADE ME INTO HIS VESTURE, WHICH DAY IN AND DAY OUT SINGS MEASURELESS PRAISE OF THE AETHER. THE TREASURY AM I, LIFE'S TREASURY. TO THE KING OF THE SPLENDOUR BECAME I A CROWN. THE TREASURES SHINE THROUGH MY GLORY AND PRAISE MY FORM BEYOND MEASURE. THE TREASURY AM I, LIFE'S TREASURY—I WHO AS ADORNMENT SETTLED DOWN ON THE KING OF THE SPLENDOUR, SO THAT HE SHONE IN HIS MIND, THAT HE BECAME BRIGHT AND SHINING, AND HIS FORM GLITTERED MORE THAN THE [LIGHT-] WORLDS. AS I (LIT. IT) GAVE LIGHT AND ENLIGHTENMENT UNTO THE TREASURES AND TO THE SHEKĪNAHS [E'EN] IN THE AETHER, THE KING LAID ME AS VESTURE ROUND NEṢAB THE RADIANT. NEṢAB THE RADIANT THEN TOOK ME, BROUGHT ME AND LAID ME AS VESTURE O'ER JORDAN. AS VESTURE O'ER JORDAN HE LAID ME, THROUGH WHOM THE TREASURES SHINE BEYOND MEASURE. THE TREASURY AM I, LIFE'S TREASURY. THE WICKED ARE BLIND AND SEE NOT. I CALL THEM UNTO THE LIGHT, YET THEY BUSY THEMSELVES WITH THE DARKNESS. "O YE WICKED," I UNTO THEM CRY, "YE WHO SINK DOWN IN THE DARKNESS, ARISE AND FALL NOT INTO THE DEEP." I CRY UNTO THEM; YET THE WICKED HEAR NOT AND SINK INTO THE GREAT SEA OF THE ENDING. THEREFORE, WAS JORDAN MADE A BRIDGE FOR THE TREASURES; A BRIDGE FOR THE TREASURES BECAME HE, WHILE HE CUT OFF THE WICKED AND HURLED THEM INTO THE GREAT SEA OF THE ENDING. THE TREASURY AM I, LIFE'S TREASURY. A CROWN I BECAME FOR LIFE'S GNOSIS. HE BESTOWED ON ME THE RULERSHIP OVER THE TREASURES AND THE SHEKĪNAHS WHICH ARE THERE [YONDER]. THE TREASURY AM I, LIFE'S TREASURY. OF THE LIGHT-WORLDS WAS I THE ENLIGHTENER. DAY IN AND DAY OUT THEY SING PRAISE TO GREAT [LIFE], AND THROUGH ME THEY MOUNT UPWARD AND BEHOLD THE LIGHT'S REGION. THE TREASURY AM I, LIFE'S TREASURY. A VESTURE FOR THE LIGHT-WORLDS BECAME I. [THE TREASURY] AM I, LIFE'S TREASURY. A KING FOR THE NAZŌRÆANS BECAME I. I BECAME A KING FOR THE NAZŌRÆANS, WHO THROUGH MY NAME FIND PRAISE AND ASSURANCE. PRAISE AND ASSURANCE, THEY FIND THROUGH MY NAME, AND ON MY NAME, THEY MOUNT UP AND BEHOLD THE LIGHT'S REGION. FOR THE MEN OF PURITY PUT TO THE TEST [FOR THEM] THEIR EYE BECAME FULL OF LIGHT. FULL OF LIGHT WAS THEIR EYE, AND IN THEIR HEART LIFE'S GNOSIS TOOK SEAT. WHOEVER OF ME, LIFE'S TREASURY, MAKES HIS INVESTMENT, LOVES NOT GOLD AND SILVER, LOVES NOT GOLD AND POSSESSIONS, [LOVES NOT] FOOD OF THE BODY, AND ENVY WITH HIM HAS NO PLACE. ENVY FOUND WITH HIM NO PLACE, AND HE DID NOT FORGET HIS NIGHT-PRAYER. HE FORGOT NOT THE DISCOURSES AND WRITINGS, AND HE FORSOOK NOT HIS LORD'S WORD. HE FORSOOK NOT THE PRAYER OF HIS FATHER, LIFE'S GNOSIS; WHEREFOR INTO THE GREAT END-SEA HE FALLS NOT. HE FORGOT NOT SUNDAY, NOR DID HE NEGLECT THE DAY'S EVENING. HE FORGOT NOT THE WAY OF GREAT [LIFE, THE WAY] OF WAGES AND ALMS. HE WILL BE RAPT AWAY IN THE NIGHT-PRAYER, HE WILL BE RAPT AWAY IN SHINING VESTURES WHICH HAVE COME FROM GREAT [LIFE]. TREASURES FOR HIM FILL UP WHAT FALLS SHORT, AND WHAT IS EMPTY THEY LOAD FOR HIM FULL. IF HE BEARS A PURE LOAD, HE IS COUNTED WITH THE MEN OF PIETY PUT TO THE TEST WHO SEPARATE THEMSELVES [FROM THE WORLD] IN THE NAME OF YAWAR. LIFE'S TREASURY RESTED UPON THEM, TO THEIR FORM IT GAVE LIGHT, AND FOR THEM A WAY TO GREAT [LIFE'S] HOUSE HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED. I HAVE CALLED WITH CLEAR VOICE AND DIRECTED HERETO THE DISCIPLES: "THE VINE WHO BEARS FRUIT, DOTH ASCEND; WHO BEARS NONE WILL HERE BE CUT OFF. WHOSOEVER LETS HIMSELF BE ENLIGHTENED THROUGH ME AND INSTRUCTED, ASCENDS AND BEHOLDS THE LIGHT'S REGION; WHOEVER DOES NOT LET HIMSELF BE ENLIGHTENED THROUGH ME AND INSTRUCTED, IS CUT OFF AND FALLS INTO THE GREAT END-SEA." LIFE IS EXALTED AND IS VICTORIOUS, AND VICTORIOUS IS THE MAN WHO HAS COME HITHER. THAT THE MANDÆAN RELIGION PRESERVES ECHOES OF A WEALTH OF ANCIENT MYTHICAL ELEMENTS FOUND IN IRANIAN, BABYLONIAN AND SEMITIC TRADITIONS IS EVIDENT ON ALL HANDS. A PROCESS OF SYNCRETISM HAD PRESUMABLY GONE ON FOR GENERATIONS BEFORE AN IMPULSE FROM WITHIN CAUSED THE BLENDING TO ASSUME A DISTINCTIVELY MANDÆAN FORM; AND WHEN THIS EMERGED, THE PRESERVATION OF THE MEMORY OF THE PROCESS HAD NO INTEREST FOR THE FAITH AND FELL BACK INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE SUBCONSCIOUS. AT ANY-RATE THE WRITERS OR RECORDERS OF THE TRACTATES THROUGHOUT SEEM HONESTLY PERSUADED OF THE COMPLETE INDEPENDENCE OF THEIR TRADITION FROM EVERY OTHER FORM OF RELIGION. THEY ARE FOR EVER PROCLAIMING THE BLESSINGS OF LOYALTY TO WHAT THEY CLAIM TO BE THE ORIGINAL, THE ONE AND ONLY, REVELATION OF TRUTH VOUCHSAFED TO THE WORLD THROUGHOUT THE AGES, AND DECLARING THAT CONTINUED SPIRITUAL CONTACT WITH INSTRUCTORS FROM ON HIGH WHO MEDIATED THIS DIVINE WISDOM, WAS STILL POSSIBLE. THEY CERTAINLY DO NOT GIVE ONE THE IDEA OF BEING INTELLECTUALISTS CONSCIOUSLY AT WORK ON A SYNCRETIC SYNTHESIS OF PRIOR MATERIAL; ON THE CONTRARY THEY SEEM TO LIVE AND MOVE IN A MILIEU OF PROPHETICAL OUTPOURINGS AND TO HAVE BEEN EXTREMELY SENSITIVE TO PSYCHICAL IMPRESSIONS. INSPIRATIONAL DISCOURSES AND INTUITIVE INTERPRETATIONS OF PROPHETICAL UTTERANCES SEEM TO HAVE BEEN THEIR DELIGHT. THE FOLLOWING PIECE MAY ENABLE THE READER TO SENSE SOMEWHAT OF THE PECULIAR ATMOSPHERE OF MYSTICAL EXPECTANCY IN WHICH THEY SOUGHT INSTRUCTION. THE TOPIC IS ONE OF THE CHIEF POINTS OF THEIR QUESTIONING—THE CONFLICT THAT AROSE BETWEEN THE LIGHT AND THE DARKNESS IN THE BEGINNINGS AND HOW VICTORY IS TO BE ACHIEVED. THEY WERE NOT OF COURSE ABSOLUTE DUALISTS, FOR ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE VICTORY LIES WITH LIFE EVERLASTING, WHO TRANSCENDS NOT ONLY THE DARKNESS BUT ALSO THE LIGHT.
IN THE BEGINNING (§ 13)
[bookmark: page_90_fr_1][bookmark: page_90_fr_2][bookmark: page_90_fr_3][bookmark: page_90_fr_4][bookmark: page_91_fr_1][bookmark: page_91_fr_2][bookmark: page_91_fr_3]IN THE NAME OF GREAT LIFE MAY HALLOWED LIGHT BE GLORIFIED. TO YOU I SAY AND DECLARE, YE CHOSEN AND PERFECT, YE WHO DWELL IN THE WORLD: BECOME NOT OF THE DARKNESS A PORTION, BUT LIFT UP YOUR EYES TO LIGHT'S REGION. FROM THE EVIL UNTO THE GOOD SEPARATE YOURSELVES OUT; FROM THE SINFUL EVIL OF THE REGION OF DARKNESS SEPARATE YOURSELVES OUT. LOVE AND INSTRUCT ONE ANOTHER, THAT YOUR SIN AND [YOUR] GUILT BE FORGIVEN YOU. SEE AND HEAR AND GET YOU INSTRUCTED, THAT YE MAY ASCEND TO LIGHT'S REGION VICTORIOUS. THE GOOD SIT THERE AND ARE IN SEARCH; AND ALL WHO ARE UNDERSTANDING LET THEMSELVES BE INSTRUCTED. THE GOOD SPEAK, TAKE COUNSEL TOGETHER AND SAY: "WHO WILL COME, WHO TELL ME, WHO WILL SET [IT] FORTH FOR ME, WHO GIVE ME INSTRUCTION? WHO WILL COME, WHO WILL TELL ME WHETHER THERE WAS ONE KING OR TWO [IN THE BEGINNING]?" THE GOOD SPEAK AND LET THEMSELVES BE INSTRUCTED. "TWO KINGS WERE THERE, TWO NATURES WERE FASHIONED—A KING OF THIS WORLD AND A KING FROM OUTSIDE OF THE WORLDS. THE KING OF THIS AGE GIRT ON A SWORD AND [PUT ON] A CROWN OF DARKNESS. A CROWN OF DARKNESS HE PUT ON HIS HEAD, AND TOOK A SWORD IN HIS RIGHT HAND. A SWORD HE TOOK IN HIS RIGHT HAND; HE STANDS THERE AND SLAUGHTERS HIS SONS, AND HIS SONS SLAUGHTER EACH OTHER. THE KING FROM OUTSIDE OF THE WORLDS SET A CROWN OF LIGHT ON HIS HEAD. A CROWN OF LIGHT HE SET ON HIS HEAD, AND TOOK TRUTH IN HIS RIGHT HAND. TRUTH IN HIS RIGHT HAND HE TOOK, AND STANDS THERE AND INSTRUCTS HIS SONS. HE STANDS THERE AND INSTRUCTS HIS SONS, AND HIS SONS INSTRUCT ONE ANOTHER." "WHO WILL COME, WHO TELL ME WHAT WAS BEFORE THIS? WHEN THE HEAVEN WAS NOT YET OUTSPREAD AND STARS WERE NOT YET IN IT FIGURED, WHEN THE EARTH WAS NOT YET CONDENSED AND INTO THE WATER NO CONDENSATION HAD FALLEN, WHEN SUN AND MOON CAME NOT AS YET INTO THIS WORLD, HOW WAS THE SOUL THEN?" "WHEN THE SOUL STILL SAT IN THE BOWL, SHE FELT NEITHER HUNGER NOR THIRST. WHEN THE SOUL STILL SAT IN THE BOWL, SHE HAD NO PAINS AND NO FAULTS. WHEN THE SOUL STILL SAT IN THE BOWL, SHE FELT NO COLD AND NO HEAT. WHEN SHE STILL SAT IN THE BOWL, THE LOCKS ON HER FOREHEAD WERE INCURLED, AND AN AETHER-CROWN SAT ON HER HEAD. HER EYES WERE LIGHT-RAYS (?), AND THEY GAZED ON THE REGION OF THE HOUSE OF GREAT [LIFE]. HER MOUTH WAS OF PURE[ST] PERFECTION, AND SANG THE PRAISE OF THE KING OF LIGHT'S REGION. "FROM THE DAY WHEN THE WICKED BEGAN TO THINK, EVIL PICTURED ITSELF FORTH IN HIM. HE FELL INTO GREAT WRATH AND VENTURED A FIGHT WITH THE LIGHT. THE ENVOY WAS SENT TO TREAD DOWN THE POWER OF THE REBELS. "THEY BROUGHT LIVING WATER AND INTO THE MUDDY WATER THEY POURED IT. THEY BROUGHT LIGHT-GIVING LIGHT AND INTO THE GLOOMFUL DARKNESS THEY CAST IT. THEY BROUGHT THE DELIGHTSOME WIND AND INTO THE FRANTIC WIND CAST IT. THEY BROUGHT THE LIVING FIRE AND INTO THE CONSUMING FIRE CAST IT. THEY BROUGHT THE SOUL, THE PURE MIND, AND INTO THE VAIN BODY CAST IT. "OUT OF FIRE AND OF WATER WAS THE ONE HEAVEN SPREAD OUT. OUT OF FIRE AND OF WATER HAVE THEY MADE DENSE THE EARTH ON THE ANVIL. OUT OF FIRE AND OF WATER FRUITS, GRAPES AND TREES DID ARISE. OUT OF FIRE AND OF WATER WAS IMAGED THE CORPOREAL ADAM. "THEY FASHIONED THE ENVOY AND TO BE HEAD OF THE GENERATIONS THEY SENT HIM. WITH HEAVENLY VOICE HE CALLED HENCE INTO THE WORLDS' DISQUIET. AT THE CALL OF THE ENVOY ADAM, WHO LAY THERE, AWOKE. ADAM, WHO LAY THERE, AWOKE AND WENT FORTH TO MEET THE ENVOY: 'COME IN PEACE, O ENVOY, LIFE'S MESSENGER, WHO HAST COME FROM THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER. HOW FIRMLY IS PLANTED WITHAL DEAR, BEAUTIFUL LIFE IN HIS REGION! BUT HOW [MEANLY] FOR ME HAS A STOOL BEEN SET UP AND MY DARK FORM SITS ON IT LAMENTING." "THEREON THE ENVOY MADE ANSWER AND SPOKE TO THE CORPOREAL ADAM: 'THY THRONE HAS BEEN SET UP IN BEAUTY, O ADAM; AND 'T IS THY FORM SITS HERE LAMENTING. ALL WERE MINDFUL OF THEE FOR THY GOOD AND FASHIONED AND SENT ME TO THEE. I AM COME AND WILL GIVE THEE INSTRUCTION, O ADAM, AND FREE THEE FROM THIS WORLD. GIVE EAR AND HEARKEN AND GET THEE INSTRUCTED, AND MOUNT TO LIGHT'S REGION VICTORIOUS." ADAM GAVE EAR AND HAD FAITH. HAIL TO HIM WHO GIVES EAR AFTER THEE AND HAS FAITH! ADAM RECEIVED THE TRUTH. HAIL TO HIM WHO RECEIVES THE TRUTH AFTER THEE! ADAM LOOKED UP FULL OF HOPE AND ASCENDED. HAIL TO HIM WHO ASCENDS AFTER THEE! GIVE EAR AND HEARKEN AND LET YOURSELVES BE INSTRUCTED, YE PERFECT, AND ASCEND TO LIGHT'S REGION VICTORIOUS. AND PRAISÈD BE LIFE. THAT THE MORAL INSTRUCTION GIVEN TO THE MANDÆANS IS EXCELLENT MAY BE SEEN IN ALMOST ANY PIECE; BUT THERE ARE DISTINCTIVE COLLECTIONS OF ETHICAL EXHORTATION OF WHICH THE FOLLOWING IS AN EXAMPLE.
EXHORTATIONS (§ 47)
[bookmark: page_92_fr_1]FROM THE LIGHT-REGION HAVE I (LIFE'S GNOSIS) COME FORTH, FROM THEE, THOU GLORIOUS DWELLING. WITH VESTURES OF GLORY HAVE I BEEN, CLAD AND A CROWN OF VICTORY ON MY HEAD HAS BEEN SET. I CAME AND FOUND THE NAZŌRÆANS, HOW THEY STAND ON THE SHORE OF THE JORDAN. I SET UP MY THRONE AND SAT DOWN, AS A FATHER WHO SITS 'MIDST HIS SONS. THE GOOD SITS THERE AND TEACHES HIS SONS ALL TRUTH, IN WHICH IS NO ERROR. MY SONS! SEE THAT YOU COMMIT NO ADULTERY; SEE THAT YOU NO THEFT COMMIT. THEY WHO COMMIT ADULTERY AND WHO STEAL, MOUNT NOT UP TO LIFE'S HOUSE. THEY MOUNT NOT UP TO LIFE'S HOUSE AND DO NOT BEHOLD LIGHT'S REGION. MY SONS! SEE THAT YOU PRACTICE NO MAGIC AND AFFLICT NOT THE SOUL IN THE BODY. THE MAGICIANS AND FALSIFICATORS ARE HURLED INTO SEETHING POTS AND FIRE IS THEIR JUDGE. MY SONS! SEE THAT YE REMOVE NOT THE BOUNDARIES, THAT THE BOUNDARY-STONE YOU DISPLACE NOT. THE EYE OF THOSE WHO REMOVE BOUNDARIES LOOKS NOT ON THE LIGHT. MY SONS! SEE THAT YOU DO NOT ABANDON THE SLAVE TO THE HANDS OF HIS MASTER AND THE SLAVE-GIRL TO THE HANDS OF HER MISTRESS; ABANDON NOT THE WEAK TO THE STRONG. [HE WHO ACTS OTHERWISE] WILL BE FETTERED IN A DISTANT REGION, IN THE TAX-GATHERERS' HOUSE; HIS EYES BEHOLD ONLY THE DARKNESS AND HIS FOOT FINDS NO FIRM GROUND. MY SONS! SEE THAT YOU TAKE NOT [TO WIFE] A SLAVE-GIRL WHO HAS NOT BEEN MADE FREE, AND THEREBY BRING YOUR SONS INTO THE HOUSE OF A MASTER. FOR IF THE SLAVE ONE DAY SINS, THEN ON THE DAY WHEN HIS MASTER PASSES JUDGMENT UPON HIM, WILL THE SINS WHICH THE SLAVE COMMITS, FALL ON THE HEAD OF HIS FATHER. MY SONS! SEE THAT YOU ARE NOT HINTERS AND THAT YOUR EYES MAKE NO SUGGESTIONS [SC. TO WOMEN]. FOR THE HINTERS AND WINK-GIVERS WILL BE ASSIGNED TO THE GUARD-STATIONS. TO THE GUARD-STATIONS WILL THEY BE ASSIGNED AND BE JUDGED WITH STERN JUSTICE. MY SONS! SEE THAT YOU EAT NOT UP INTEREST AND INTEREST ON INTEREST, ELSE IN THE DARK MOUNTAIN WILL YOU RECEIVE JUDGMENT. MY SONS! SEE THAT YOU PAY NO HOMAGE TO THE IDOLS, THE SATANS AND DEMONS, TO THE WORSHIP OF IDOLS AND TO THE LUSTS OF THIS WORLD; FOR ON THE GODLINGS AND SATANS WILL A STERN JUDGMENT FALL, AND THEY WHO PRAY TO THEM WILL NOT ASCEND TO LIFE'S HOUSE AND NOT LOOK ON LIGHT'S REGION. GIVE HEED TO WHAT I HAVE CHARGED YOU, AND LET NO EVIDENCE BE GIVEN OF CRIME AND OF LYING; ON EVIDENCE OF CRIME AND OF LYING YOU WILL BE HALED TO ACCOUNT 'FORE THE JUDGE. YOU WILL BE HALED TO ACCOUNT 'FORE THE JUDGE WHO JUDGES ALL WORLDS. HE JUDGES EACH ONE ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS AND HIS MERIT. MY SONS! ALL THAT IS HATEFUL TO YOU, DO NOT TO YOUR NEIGHBORS; FOR IN THE WORLD INTO WHICH YOU HAVE COME, IS A HEAVY JUSTICE AND JUDGMENT. HEAVY JUSTICE AND JUDGMENT, IS THERE THEREIN, AND EVERY DAY WILL MINDS MADE SECURE IN IT BE CHOSEN. FOR EVERYONE WHO IS LADEN, MOUNTS UPWARD; BUT HE WHO IS EMPTY IS JUDGED HERE. WOE TO THE EMPTY, WHO STANDS EMPTY THERE IN THE HOUSE OF THE COLLECTORS OF TAXES. WHEN HE HAD IT IN HIS HAND, HE GAVE NOTHING; THERE WILL HE SEARCH IN HIS POCKET AND HE WILL FIND NOTHING. THE WICKED AND LIARS WILL BE HURLED INTO THE DARKNESS. THEY WILL INTO THE BLAZING FIRE CAST, INTO THE BLAZING FIRE WILL THEY CAST HIM INTO WHOSE EARS THE CALL HAS BEEN MADE, BUT HE WOULD NOT GIVE EAR. I SHOWED IT HIM UNTO HIS EYE, BUT HE WOULD NOT SEE; I SHOWED IT HIM, BUT HE WOULD NOT SEE WITH HIS EYE. LIFE IS VICTORIOUS, AND VICTORIOUS IS THE MAN WHO HAS COME HITHER.
THE MANDÆANS POSSESS A RICH COLLECTION OF LITURGICAL SONGS AND HYMNS WHICH LIDZBARSKI HAS TRANSLATED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN HIS EXCELLENT EDITION OF THEM (MANDÄISCHE LITURGIEN, BERLIN, 1920). FROM THESE 236 HYMNS WE CHOOSE ONE OF THE MOST TYPICAL AS A SPECIMEN, AND AS PERHAPS OF MORE THAN ORDINARY INTEREST TO THE GENERAL READER WHO MAY HAVE PUZZLED OVER THE UNQUALIFIED BEATITUDE "BLESSED ARE THE POOR." IT IS TAKEN FROM THE OXFORD COLLECTION (BK. I., NO. LVI.) AND MAY BE ENTITLED:
THE SONG OF THE POOR'S EXALTATION
IN THE NAME OF GREAT LIFE MAY HALLOWED LIGHT BE GLORIFIED.
A POOR MAN AM I WHO COMES OUT OF THE [CELESTIAL] FRUITS,
   A STRANGER TO THE WORLD, WHO COMES OUT OF THE DISTANCE.
A POOR MAN AM I, TO WHOM GREAT LIFE GAVE EAR,
   A STRANGER TO THIS WORLD, WHOM THE LIGHT-TREASURES MADE WORLD-STRANGE.
THEY BROUGHT ME OUT OF THE ABODE OF THE GOOD ONES;
   AH ME! IN THE WICKED ONES' DWELLING THEY MADE ME TO DWELL.
AH ME! THEY MADE ME TO DWELL IN THE WICKED ONES' DWELLING,
   WHICH IS FILLED FULL OF NOTHING BUT EVIL.
IT IS FILLED FULL OF NOTHING BUT EVIL,
   FILLED FULL OF THE FIRE WHICH CONSUMES.
I WOULD NOT AND WILL NOT
   DWELL IN THE DWELLING OF NAUGHTNESS.
WITH MY POWER AND WITH MY ENLIGHTENING
   I DWELT IN THE DWELLING OF NAUGHTNESS.
WITH MY ENLIGHTENING AND MY PRAISE-GIVING
   I KEPT MYSELF STRANGER TO THIS WORLD.
I STOOD AMONG THEM
   AS A CHILD WHO HAS NOT A FATHER,
AS A CHILD WHO HAS NOT A FATHER,
   AS A FRUIT WHO HAS NOT A TENDER.
I HEAR THE VOICE OF THE SEVEN,
   WHO WHISPER IN SECRET AND SAY:
"WHENCE IS THIS STRANGER MAN,
   WHOSE DISCOURSE IS NOT LIKE TO OUR DISCOURSE?
I LISTENED NOT TO THEIR DISCOURSE;
   THEN WERE THEY FULL OF WICKED ANGER AGAINST ME.
LIFE, WHO GAVE EAR TO MY CALL,
   A MESSENGER SENT FORTH TO MEET ME.
HE SENT ME A GENTLE TREASURE,
   AN ARMOURED, WELL-ARMOURED MAN.
WITH HIS PURE VOICE HE MAKES PROCLAMATION,
   AS THE TREASURES MAKE IN THE HOUSE OF PERFECTION.
HE SPEAKS:
   "POOR ONE, FROM ANGUISH AND FEAR BE THOU FREE!
   SAY NOT: I STAND HERE ALONE.
FOR THY SAKE, O POOR,
   THIS FIRMAMENT WAS OUTSPREAD,
WAS THIS FIRMAMENT SPREAD OUT,
   AND STARS WERE PICTURED UPON IT.
FOR THY SAKE, O POOR,
   THIS FIRM LAND CAME INTO EXISTENCE,
CAME INTO EXISTENCE THIS FIRM LAND,
   THE CONDENSING TOOK FORM, FELL INTO THE WATER.
FOR THY SAKE CAME THE SUN,
   FOR THY SAKE THE MOON WAS REVEALÈD.
FOR THY SAKE, O POOR, CAME THE SEVEN,
   AND THE TWELVE ARE HITHER DISCENDED.
THOU POOR ONE! ON THY RIGHT RESTS GLORY,
   ON THY LEFT REST [LIGHT-] LAMPS.
HOLD STEADFAST IN THY SECURITY,
   UNTIL THY MEASURE HAS BEEN COMPLETED.
WHEN THY MEASURE HAS BEEN COMPLETED,
   I WILL MYSELF COME TO THEE.
I WILL BRING THEE VESTURES OF GLORY,
   SO THAT THE WORLDS WILL LONG FOR THEM, DESIREFUL.
I WILL BRING THE A PURE, EXCELLENT HEAD-DRESS,
   ABUNDANT IN INFINITE LIGHT.
I WILL SET THEE FREE FROM THE WICKED,
   FROM THE SINNERS WILL I DELIVER THEE.
I WILL MAKE THEE DWELL IN THY SHEKĪNAH
   FREE THEE INTO THE REGION UNSULLIED."
I HEAR THE VOICE OF THE SEVEN,
   WHO WHISPER IN SECRET AND SPEAK:
"BLESSED IS HE WHO IS TO THE POOR ONE A FATHER,
   WHO IS UNTO THE FRUIT A TENDER.
HAIL TO HIM WHOM GREAT LIFE KNOWS,
   WOE TO HIM WHOM GREAT LIFE KNOWS NOT."
HAIL TO HIM WHOM GREAT LIFE KNEW,
   WHO HAS KEPT HIMSELF STRANGER TO THIS WORLD,
THE WORLD OF THE DEFECT,
   IN WHICH THE PLANETS ARE SEATED.
THEY SIT ON THRONES OF REBELLION
   AND DRILL THEIR WORKS WITH THE SCOURGE.
FOR GOLD AND FOR SILVER ARE THEY DISQUIET,
   AND STRIFE THEY CAST INTO THE WORLD.
DISQUIET ARE THEY AND THEREIN CAST STRIFE;
   THEREFORE WILL THEY GO HENCE AND SEETHE IN THE FIRE.
THE WICKED SHALL SEETHE, AND THEIR POMP
   SHALL VANISH AND COME TO AN END.
BUT I WITH MY OFFSPRING AND KINDRED
   SHALL ASCEND AND SEE THE LIGHT'S REGION,
THE REGION WHOSE SUN NEVER SETS,
   AND WHOSE LIGHT-LAMPS NEVER DARKEN—
THAT REGION, THE STATE [OF THE BLESSED],
   WHERETO YOUR SOULS ARE CALLED AND INVITED.
AND SO ARE OUR GOOD BROTHERS' SOULS,
   AND THE SOULS OF OUR FAITHFUL SISTERS.
LIFE IS EXALTED AND IS VICTORIOUS, AND VICTORIOUS IS THE MAN WHO HAS COME HITHER.
THE SLAVONIC JOSEPHUS' ACCOUNT OF THE BAPTIST AND JESUS
[bookmark: page_100_fr_1][bookmark: page_101_fr_1][bookmark: page_101_fr_2]IN THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWISH HISTORIAN FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS THERE ARE THREE PASSAGES OF OUTSTANDING IMPORTANCE FOR CHRISTIAN READERS, SEEING THAT THEY ARE THE ONLY EXTERNAL WITNESSES TO CHRISTIANITY FROM THE FIRST CENTURY. AS SUCH THEY HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE CLOSEST CROSS-EXAMINATION AND SCRUTINY. THE GENERAL RESULT OF THE ENQUIRY INTO THE AUTHENTICITY OF THEIR TESTIMONY HAS ESTABLISHED FOR MOST SCHOLARS THE JUDGMENT, THAT WE HAVE HERE TO DEAL NOT WITH A HOMOGENEOUS BODY OF EVIDENCE, BUT WITH THREE DIFFERENT WITNESSES, ONE OF WHICH IS DISTINCTLY GOOD, ANOTHER AS DISTINCTLY BAD, AND A THIRD VERY PROBABLY GOOD. THE PASSAGE ON JOHN THE BAPTIST IS WELL-NIGH UNIVERSALLY ACCEPTED AS AFFORDING NO GROUNDS FOR REASONABLE SKEPTICISM, AND AS THEREFORE PROVIDING A MOST VALUABLE EXTERNAL PROOF THAT JOHN WAS A HISTORICAL CHARACTER. THE ACCOUNT OF JESUS, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAS BEEN CALLED INTO MOST SERIOUS QUESTION BY THE VAST MAJORITY OF LIBERAL SCHOLARS, AND BY VERY MANY CONSERVATIVES, ON NUMEROUS GROUNDS, AND CHIEFLY BECAUSE THE WRITER UNEQUIVOCALLY AFFIRMS THAT JESUS WAS THE MESSIAH, A STATEMENT WHICH NO JEW COULD HAVE MADE. THE THIRD IS A REFERENCE TO JAMES, THE BROTHER OF JESUS 'CALLED' OR 'SAID TO BE MESSIAH'—A HESITATION WHICH MAY FAIRLY BE ASCRIBED TO JOSEPHUS HIMSELF. MANY THEN WHO REJECT THE JESUS-PASSAGE AS INDUBITABLY SPURIOUS, ACCEPT THE JAMES-REFERENCE AS FREE FROM REASONABLE SUSPICION, AND THUS OBTAIN A BRIEF BUT VALUABLE EXTERNAL FIRST-CENTURY EVIDENCE FOR EARLIEST CHRISTIANITY. JOSEPHUS COMPOSED HIS ANTIQUITIES IN GREEK, AND COMPLETED THEM IN 93/94 A.D. THEY ARE A GENERAL SURVEY OF THE TRADITIONS AND HISTORY OF HIS PEOPLE UP TO THE SPECIAL PERIOD OF WHICH HE HAD ALREADY TREATED IN DETAIL IN HIS FIRST AND MOST FAMOUS WORK, THE JEWISH WAR. IN DESCRIBING, THERE THE EVENTS WHICH LED UP TO THE OUTBREAK OF THE REVOLT, HE TREATS OF ALL THE OTHER RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL MOVEMENTS IN PALESTINE, EVEN THE MOST INSIGNIFICANT, CONTEMPORARY WITH THE BEGINNINGS OF CHRISTIANITY, AND YET HE SAYS NOT A SINGLE WORD ABOUT THE BAPTIST OR JESUS. THIS IS A VERY STRIKING AND PUZZLING OMISSION. WHERE PRECISELY WE SHOULD EXPECT TO FIND SUCH MENTION, AND WHERE FAR GREATER OPPORTUNITIES OCCUR FOR BRINGING IT IN THAN IN THE ANTIQUITIES, WE ARE CONFRONTED WITH 'THE SILENCE OF JOSEPHUS.' THE WAR WAS FIRST OF ALL COMPOSED IN ARAMAIC AND CIRCULATED AMONG THE JEWS OF PALESTINE AND BABYLONIA, DOUBTLESS TO CONVINCE THEM OF THE FUTILITY OF RESISTING THE MIGHT OF THE ROMAN ARMS. OF THIS ORIGINAL EDITION, HOWEVER, NO TRACE HAS SO FAR BEEN DISCOVERED. THE WORK KNOWN TO US IS IN GREEK. IT IS NOT A TRANSLATION SO MUCH AS A RE-COMPOSITION VERY CAREFULLY PREPARED ON THE MODELS OF GREEK HISTORY; AND IN THIS JOSEPHUS SOUGHT THE HELP OF GREEK STYLISTS. IT READS INDEED LIKE AN ORIGINAL COMPOSITION; WHATEVER THE ARAMAIC CONTAINED, THE WORK AS IT NOW STANDS HAS BEEN CLEARLY ADAPTED TO SUIT THE MENTALITY OF THE WIDER PUBLIC OF THE GRECO-ROMAN WORLD AND THE LITERARY CIRCLES OF THE DAY TO WHOM IT WAS PRESENTED. THIS GREEK EDITION WAS COMPOSED BETWEEN 75 AND 79 A.D. IT IS OF COURSE NOT IMPOSSIBLE TO SUPPOSE THAT IN THE ARAMAIC THERE MAY HAVE BEEN REFERENCE TO THE JOHN- AND JESUS- MOVEMENTS. BUT WHY THEN SHOULD JOSEPHUS HAVE CUT THEM OUT, WHEN THERE IS AN INDUBITABLE PASSAGE CONCERNING JOHN AND A HIGHER PROBABLE REFERENCE TO JESUS IN THE ANTIQUITIES? TO CONJECTURE A SATISFACTORY ANSWER TO THIS DILEMMA IS EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT; IT REMAINS AN UNSOLVED CRUX. FOR HAD THERE BEEN ANY SUCH PASSAGES IN THE ARAMAIC EDITION OF THE WAR, SURELY CHRISTIAN APOLOGISTS WOULD HAVE SEIZED UPON THEM AND INSISTED THAT THEY SHOULD BE RESTORED TO THE GREEK TEXT? UNLESS BY CHANCE THEY CONTAINED MATTER THEY WOULD NOT LIKE TO SEE IN WIDER CIRCULATION. THAT CLEAR LIGHT WILL EVER BE THROWN ON THIS 'SILENCE OF JOSEPHUS' PROBLEM IS HARDLY TO BE EXPECTED. NEVERTHELESS, THE SUBJECT MAY BE SAID TO HAVE RECENTLY ENTERED ON A NEW PHASE: CERTAIN HITHERTO UNKNOWN MATERIAL HAS BEEN BROUGHT FORWARD, WHICH HAS FORCED THE PROBLEM ONCE MORE INTO THE ARENA OF CONTROVERSY; AND IT MAY VERY WELL BE THAT IN THE FUTURE THIS NEW MATERIAL WILL HAVE ALWAYS, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, TO BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION WHENEVER THE FAMILIAR JOSEPHEAN PASSAGES ARE REVIEWED OR REDISCUSSED. THERE IS EXTANT IN A NUMBER OF MSS. A SLAVONIC OR OLD RUSSIAN TRANSLATION OF THE WAR. IN THIS VERSION THERE ARE NO LESS THAN EIGHT PIECES REFERRING TO JOHN THE BAPTIST (3), JESUS (4) AND THE FIRST CHRISTIANS (1). THESE REMARKABLE PASSAGES, OF WHICH THE GREEK TEXT SHOWS NO TRACE, HAVE BEEN EXCERPTED AND THE SLAVONIC TEXT OF THEM CRITICALLY ESTABLISHED BY THE COLLATION OF FOUR MSS. IN THE FIRST PLACE IT IS AGREED ON ALL HANDS BY THE GERMAN SCHOLARS WHO HAVE INVESTIGATED THEM, THAT THESE PIECES WERE NOT ORIGINALLY COMPOSED IN SLAVONIC AND INTERPOLATED INTO THE TRANSLATION. NOT ONLY IS THE STYLE FOREIGN TO CORRECT SLAVONIC IDIOM, BUT THE PECULIAR NATURE OF THE CONTENTS IS SO ALIEN TO SLAVONIC MENTALITY, THAT TO SUPPOSE SO LATE A WRITER AS A SLAVONIC TRANSLATOR, WHO COULD AT THE VERY EARLIEST BE ASSIGNED ONLY TO THE 10TH CENTURY, IS OUT OF THE QUESTION. THEY ARE INDUBITABLY TRANSLATIONS, AND MOREOVER CLEARLY RENDERED FROM GREEK. THIS IS SHOWN NOT ONLY BY THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE SENTENCES IN GENERAL, BUT ALSO BY THE CLUMSINESS AND UNCERTAINTY OF THE TRANSLATOR IN HIS RENDERING OF PARTICLES AND CONJUNCTIONS; MOREOVER, THE GREEK ORIGINAL FOR THE VEIL OR CURTAIN OF THE TEMPLE (KATAPETASMA) IS RETAINED. THESE EIGHT PIECES WERE EXCERPTED FROM THE REST OF THE TEXT AND FIRST MADE ACCESSIBLE FOR THE GENERAL WORLD OF SCHOLARSHIP, IN GERMAN TRANSLATION, BY A. BERENDTS, IN 1906. THE CONSENSUS OF LEARNED OPINION IN GERMANY (AND ELSEWHERE APPARENTLY NO NOTICE WHATEVER HAS BEEN TAKEN OF THE 'FIND') FROM THE START HAS BEEN ENTIRELY UNFAVOURABLE TO THEIR AUTHENTICITY. THAT IS TO SAY, NO ONE HAS SO FAR VENTURED TO CLAIM THEM FOR JOSEPHUS HIMSELF. THEY WERE IMMEDIATELY AND ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY DISMISSED AS TRANSPARENT CHRISTIAN FORGERIES, AND THAT TOO OF A LATE DATE AND OF NO SORT OF HISTORIC VALUE OF ANY KIND. HERE AND THERE, HOWEVER, WERE SIGNS OF SOME HESITATION IN ENDORSING SO WHOLESALE AND PRECISE A VERDICT; FOR A FEW, THE MATTER SEEMED NOT SO SIMPLE AS IT APPEARED AT FIRST SIGHT. THE FIRST CAVEAT WAS ENTERED AND THE SUBJECT BROUGHT INTO A NEW PERSPECTIVE BY R. SEEBERG IN A SOMEWHAT POPULAR BUT HIGHLY SUGGESTIVE TREATMENT, WHICH HE BOLDLY ENTITLED 'A NEW SOURCE FOR THE EARLIEST HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY.' THOUGH SEEBERG'S REPUTATION AS A SPECIALIST ON QUESTIONS OF ORIGINS FORBADE THE REJECTION OF HIS VIEW AS THAT OF AN IRRESPONSIBLE ECCENTRIC, NO ATTENTION WAS PAID TO IT, PERHAPS BECAUSE HE HAD NOT ATTEMPTED TO WORK OUT HIS THEORY IN DETAIL. THIS TASK, HOWEVER, WAS SPEEDILY UNDERTAKEN BY JOHANNES FREY, OF THE UNIVERSITY OF DORPAT, WHO HAD JUST PUBLISHED A VERY VALUABLE AND THOROUGH-GOING STUDY OF THE HISTORY OF THE PASSION. IN 1908 FREY PRODUCED A SUBSTANTIAL VOLUME, IN WHICH HE TREATED THE MATERIAL TO AN ACUTE ANALYSIS AND WITH MINUTE ELABORATION, AND IN OTHER RESPECTS SHOWED A REMARKABLE GRASP OF ALL THE PUZZLING COMPLEXITIES OF A WHOLE SERIES OF PROBLEMS WHICH AN INTENSIVE SCRUTINY OF THE PASSAGES BROUGHT OUT. IN THE FIRST PLACE FREY CALLED ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT THE GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THESE PIECES WERE VERY DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF ALL OTHER ANCIENT CHRISTIAN FORGERIES KNOWN TO US. HIS MAIN CONTENTION THROUGHOUT THIS VERY THOROUGH ENQUIRY IS THAT THE AUTHOR, WHOEVER HE MAY HAVE BEEN PRECISELY, MUST BE HELD IN GENERAL TO BE A JEW AND NOT A CHRISTIAN. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE OF DIRECT DEPENDENCE ON EARLY CANONICAL CHRISTIAN LITERATURE, NO SIGN THAT HE HAD ANY ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE PRECISION OF WRITTEN TRADITION. IN SO FAR AS THERE IS AGREEMENT WITH THE GOSPELS OR ACTS, IT IS ONLY IN RESPECT TO THE BAREST GENERALITIES; THERE IS NOTHING EVEN TO SHOW ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE PRECISE INNER ORAL TRADITIONS OF THE CHRISTIANS THEMSELVES. IT IS ALL SET FORTH FROM AN EXTERNAL STANDPOINT. NEVERTHELESS, THE WRITER IS NOT SIMPLY FABRICATING FREELY OUT OF HIS IMAGINATION. HE HAS TRADITIONAL MATERIAL OF SOME SORT TO GO ON. HE IS TRYING TO SET FORTH WHAT HE HAS HEARD AND GATHERED, AND WHAT AT TIMES PUZZLES HIM CONSIDERABLY. HE REPORTS OPINION—WHAT PEOPLE SAY; SOME THIS, OTHERS THAT. HE WOULD ALSO PLAY THE PART OF THE IMPARTIAL HISTORIAN, CONSIDERING PROBABILITIES AND EVEN POSSIBILITIES. HE IS NOT A HOSTILE CRITIC BY ANY MEANS; ON THE CONTRARY, HE IS IN GENERAL SYMPATHETIC. INDEED, HE REGARDS BOTH JOHN AND JESUS AS OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIES, EVEN ASTONISHINGLY SO, AND HIS SYMPATHIES ARE ENLISTED FOR THEM BECAUSE HE THINKS THEY HAVE BOTH BEEN MOST UNJUSTLY DONE TO DEATH. HIS ATTITUDE IS THUS IN GENERAL THAT OF A FRIENDLY JEWISH OUTSIDER—A VERY DIFFICULT PART FOR A CONVINCED CHRISTIAN TO PLAY WITHOUT BETRAYING HIMSELF IN SOME FASHION AS A BELIEVER IN THE FULL CHRISTIAN CLAIMS. HE, HOWEVER, NOWHERE ASSERTS THAT JESUS WAS THE MESSIAH. FREY'S MAIN CONTENTION, THEN, FOLLOWING SEEBERG, IS THAT THE WRITER WORKED ON JEWISH GENERAL POPULAR ORAL SOURCES; IN OTHER WORDS, HE HAD AT HIS DISPOSAL TRADITIONS PROXIMATE TO THE OCCURRENCES, AND THEREFORE WORTHY OF ATTENTION AS GIVING A PICTURE OF AN EARLY OUTSIDE VIEW OF NASCENT CHRISTIANITY. SEEBERG THINKS THAT CHRISTIAN MANIPULATION MUST BE ADMITTED IN THREE OR FOUR PLACES; BUT FREY TRIES TO SHOW THAT HE IS HERE MISTAKEN. FREY IS PERHAPS NOT SUFFICIENTLY CAUTIOUS IN THUS LEAVING NO LOOPHOLE. BUT EVEN WITH THIS QUALIFICATION, IF THE MAIN CONTENTION OF BOTH SCHOLARS CAN STAND, THE POSSIBILITY OF OUR BEING FACED WITH EARLY EXTERNAL TRADITIONS OF SOME KIND IS A MATTER OF QUITE EXTRAORDINARY INTEREST, AND DESERVES THE CAREFUL ATTENTION OF ALL STUDENTS OF CHRISTIAN BEGINNINGS. AS PRACTICALLY NOTHING IS KNOWN OF THESE PASSAGES BY ENGLISH READERS, IT MAY BE OF SERVICE TO PRESENT THOSE FEW OF THEM WHO SEE THIS STUDY, WITH A TRANSLATION OF THE GERMAN VERSION OF THESE EIGHT EXTRACTS. THEY MAY THEN JUDGE FOR THEMSELVES HOW THE CONTENTS STRIKE THEM. BUT WHATEVER MAY BE THEIR OPINION AS TO THEIR VALUE OR WORTHLESSNESS, IT CANNOT BE DENIED THAT EVERY SCRAP OF MATERIAL, HOWEVER INTRACTABLE, THAT CAN BE HELD BY ANY TRAINED MIND TO CONTAIN THE POSSIBILITY OF HAVING EVEN THE REMOTEST BEARING ON THE SURROUNDINGS OF EARLIEST CHRISTIANITY, POSSESSES A UNIQUE INTEREST AND FASCINATION OF ITS OWN; FOR THE FIRST CENTURY IS OTHERWISE PRACTICALLY SILENT OUTSIDE THE NEW TESTAMENT DOCUMENTS. THE VERSION THAT FOLLOWS IS MADE FROM THE GERMAN TRANSLATION GIVEN IN FREY'S VOLUME; I HAVE, HOWEVER, ADDED THE SUB-TITLES. IT IS LITERAL AND CLUMSY, LIKE THE GERMAN, WHICH FAITHFULLY FOLLOWS THE SLAVONIC. THE VARIANT READINGS IN THE MSS. ARE SLIGHT, AND I HAVE NOT NOTED THEM IN DETAIL. FOR THE PRESENT PAPER IS INTENDED FOR THE GENERAL READER SOLELY, AND NOT FOR THE SPECIALIST, WHO MUST DEAL AT FIRST HAND WITH FREY'S TECHNICAL EXPOSITION, WHICH, AS FAR AS I AM AWARE, HAS NOT YET BEEN DISPOSED OF, OR INDEED IN ANY WAY ANSWERED.
JOHN'S PROCLAMATION AND HIS REBUKE OF THE AUTHORITIES (FOLLOWS ON B. J. II. VII. 2.)
[bookmark: page_104_fr_1][bookmark: page_104_fr_2]1. NOW AT THAT TIME A MAN WENT ABOUT AMONG THE JEWS IN STRANGE GARMENTS; FOR HE HAD PUT PELTS ON HIS BODY EVERYWHERE WHERE IT WAS NOT COVERED WITH HIS OWN HAIR; 2. INDEED TO LOOK AT HE WAS LIKE A WILD MAN. 3. HE CAME TO THE JEWS AND SUMMONED THEM TO FREEDOM, SAYING: "GOD HATH SENT ME, THAT I MAY SHOW YOU THE WAY OF THE LAW, WHEREIN YE MAY FREE YOURSELVES FROM MANY HOLDERS OF POWER. 4. AND THERE WILL BE NO MORTAL RULING OVER YOU, ONLY THE HIGHEST WHO HATH SENT ME." 5. AND WHEN THE PEOPLE HAD HEARD THIS, THEY WERE JOYFUL. AND THERE WENT AFTER HIM ALL JUDAEA, THAT LIES IN THE REGION ROUND JERUSALEM. 6. AND HE DID NOTHING ELSE TO THEM SAVE THAT HE PLUNGED THEM INTO THE STREAM OF THE JORDAN AND DISMISSED THEM, INSTRUCTING THEM THAT THEY SHOULD CEASE FROM EVIL WORKS, AND [PROMISING] THAT THERE WOULD [THEN] BE GIVEN THEM A RULER WHO WOULD SET THEM FREE AND SUBJECT TO THEM ALL THAT IS NOT IN SUBMISSION; BUT NO ONE OF WHOM WE SPEAK (?),WOULD HIMSELF BE SUBJECTED. 7. SOME REVILED, BUT OTHERS GOT FAITH. 8. AND WHEN HE HAD BEEN BROUGHT TO ARCHELAUS AND THE DOCTORS OF THE LAW HAD ASSEMBLED, THEY ASKED HIM WHO HE IS AND WHERE HE HAS BEEN UNTIL THEN. 9. AND TO THIS HE MADE ANSWER AND SPOKE: "I AM PURE; [FOR] THE SPIRIT OF GOD HATH LED ME ON, AND [I LIVE ON] CANE AND ROOTS AND TREE-FOOD. 10. BUT WHEN THEY THREATENED TO PUT HIM TO TORTURE IF HE WOULD NOT CEASE FROM THOSE WORDS AND DEEDS, HE NEVERTHELESS SAID: "IT IS MEET FOR YOU [RATHER] TO CEASE FROM YOUR HEINOUS WORKS AND CLEAVE UNTO THE LORD YOUR GOD." 11. AND THERE ROSE UP IN ANGER SIMON, AN ESSAEAN BY EXTRACTION, A SCRIBE, AND HE SPOKE: "WE READ EVERY DAY THE DIVINE BOOKS. 12. BUT THOU, ONLY NOW COME FROM THE FOREST LIKE A WILD ANIMAL, THOU DAREST IN SOOTH TO TEACH US AND TO MISLEAD THE PEOPLE WITH THY REPROBATE WORDS." 13. AND HE RUSHED FORWARD TO DO HIM BODILY VIOLENCE. 14. BUT HE, REBUKING THEM, SPOKE: "I WILL NOT DISCLOSE TO YOU THE MYSTERY WHICH DWELLETH IN YOU, FOR YE HAVE NOT DESIRED IT. 15. THEREBY AN UNTOLD CALAMITY IS COME UPON YOU, AND BECAUSE OF YOURSELVES." 16. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN, HE WENT FORTH TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE JORDAN; AND WHILE NO ONE DURST REBUKE HIM, THAT ONE DID WHAT [HE HAD DONE] ALSO HERETOFORE.
HIS INTERPRETATION OF PHILIP'S DREAM (FOLLOWS ON B. J. II. IX. 1.)
1. WHILE PHILIP WAS [STILL] IN POSSESSION OF HIS DOMINION, HE SAW A DREAM, HOW AN EAGLE TORE OUT BOTH HIS EYES. 2. AND HE SUMMONED ALL HIS WISE MEN. 3. BUT WHEN EACH INTERPRETED THE DREAM DIFFERENTLY, THERE CAME TO HIM SUDDENLY, WITHOUT BEING SUMMONED, THAT MAN OF WHOM WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY WRITTEN, THAT HE WENT ABOUT IN SKINS OF ANIMALS AND CLEANSED THE PEOPLE IN THE WATERS OF THE JORDAN. 4. AND HE SPOKE: "GIVE EAR TO THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD, THE DREAM WHICH THOU HAST SEEN. 5. THE EAGLE—THAT IS THY VENALITY; BECAUSE THAT BIRD IS VIOLENT AND RAPACIOUS. 6. AND THAT SIN WILL TAKE AWAY THY EYES WHICH ARE THY DOMINION AND THY WIFE." 7. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN, PHILIP DIED BEFORE EVENING AND HIS DOMINION WAS GIVEN TO AGRIPPA.
HIS PERSISTENT REBUKING OF AGRIPPA AND HIS EXECUTION (FOLLOWS IMMEDIATELY ON THE PRECEDING.)
1. AND HEROD, HIS BROTHER, TOOK HIS WIFE HERODIAS. 2. AND BECAUSE OF HER ALL THE DOCTORS OF THE LAW ABHORRED HIM, BUT DURST NOT ACCUSE HIM BEFORE HIS FACE. 3. BUT ONLY THAT ONE WHOM THEY CALLED A WILD MAN, CAME TO HIM IN ANGER AND SPOKE: "WHY HAST THOU TAKEN THE WIFE OF THY BROTHER? 4. AS THY BROTHER HATH DIED A DEATH VOID OF PITY, THOU TOO WILT BE REAPED OFF BY THE HEAVENLY SICKLE. 5. GOD'S DECREE WILL NOT BE SILENCED, BUT WILL DESTROY THEE THROUGH EVIL AFFLICTION IN FOREIGN LANDS. 6. FOR THOU DOST NOT RAISE UP SEED FOR THY BROTHER, BUT GRATIFIEST THY FLESHLY LUST AND COMMITTEST ADULTERY, SEEING THAT FOUR CHILDREN OF HIM ARE ALIVE." 7. NOW WHEN HEROD HEARD [THIS], HE WAS FILLED WITH WRATH AND COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD BEAT HIM AND DRIVE HIM AWAY. 8. BUT HE ACCUSED HEROD INCESSANTLY WHEREVER HE FOUND HIM, AND RIGHT UP TO THE TIME WHEN HE (H.) PUT HIM UNDER ARREST AND GAVE ORDERS TO SLAY HIM. 9. NOW HIS DISPOSITION (OR CHARACTER) WAS EXTRAORDINARY AND HIS MODE OF LIFE NOT THAT OF A MAN; INDEED, JUST LIKE A BODILESS SPIRIT, THUS DID THIS ONE TOO, CONTINUE. 10. HIS LIPS KNEW NO BREAD; NOT EVEN AT EASTER [PASSOVER] DID BE TASTE UNLEAVENED BREAD, SAYING THAT, IN REMEMBRANCE OF GOD WHO HAD FREED THE PEOPLE FROM SLAVERY, IT WAS GIVEN FOR EATING IN THE FLIGHT, FOR THE WAY WAS IN HASTE. TO WINE AND INTOXICATING DRINK, HE LET HIMSELF NOT EVEN DRAW NEAR. AND EVERY ANIMAL HE ABHORRED [AS FOOD], AND EVERY WRONG HE REBUKED, AND TREE-PRODUCE SERVED HIM FOR USE. 
THE MINISTRY, TRIAL AND CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS (FOLLOWS ON B. J. II. IX. 3.)
1. AT THAT TIME ALSO A MAN CAME FORWARD, IF EVEN IT IS FITTING TO CALL HIM A MAN [SIMPLY]. 2. HIS NATURE AS WELL AS HIS FORM WERE A MAN'S; BUT HIS SHOWING FORTH WAS MORE THAN [THAT] OF A MAN. 3. HIS WORKS, THAT IS TO SAY, WERE GODLY, AND HE WROUGHT WONDER-DEEDS AMAZING AND FULL OF POWER. 4. THEREFORE IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR ME TO CALL HIM A MAN [SIMPLY]. 5. BUT AGAIN, LOOKING AT THE EXISTENCE HE SHARED WITH ALL, I WOULD ALSO NOT CALL HIM AN ANGEL. 6. AND ALL THAT HE WROUGHT THROUGH SOME KIND OF INVISIBLE POWER, HE WROUGHT BY WORD AND COMMAND. 7. SOME SAID OF HIM, THAT OUR FIRST LAWGIVER HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD AND SHOWS FORTH MANY CURES AND ARTS. 8. BUT OTHERS SUPPOSED [LESS DEFINITELY] THAT HE IS SENT BY GOD. 9. NOW HE OPPOSED HIMSELF IN MUCH TO THE LAW AND DID NOT OBSERVE THE SABBATH ACCORDING TO ANCESTRAL CUSTOM. 10. YET, ON THE OTHER HAND, HE DID NOTHING REPREHENSIBLE NOR ANY CRIME; BUT BY WORD SOLELY HE, AFFECTED EVERYTHING. 11. AND MANY FROM THE FOLK FOLLOWED HIM AND RECEIVED HIS TEACHINGS. 12. AND MANY SOULS BECAME WAVERING, SUPPOSING THAT THEREBY THE JEWISH TRIBES WOULD SET THEMSELVES FREE FROM THE ROMAN HANDS. 13. NOW IT WAS HIS CUSTOM OFTEN TO STOP ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES FACING THE CITY. 14. AND THERE ALSO HE AVOUCHED HIS CURES TO THE PEOPLE. 15. AND THERE GATHERED THEMSELVES TO HIM OF SERVANTS (KNECHTEN) A HUNDRED AND FIFTY, BUT OF THE FOLK A MULTITUDE. 16. BUT WHEN THEY SAW HIS POWER, THAT HE ACCOMPLISHED EVERYTHING THAT HE WOULD BY WORD, THEY URGED HIM THAT HE SHOULD ENTER THE CITY AND CUT DOWN THE ROMAN SOLDIERS AND PILATE AND RULE OVER US. 17. BUT THAT ONE SCORNED IT. 18. AND THEREAFTER, WHEN KNOWLEDGE OF IT CAME TO THE JEWISH LEADERS, THEY GATHERED TOGETHER WITH THE HIGH-PRIEST AND SPOKE: "WE ARE POWERLESS AND WEAK TO WITHSTAND THE ROMANS. 19. BUT AS WITHAL THE BOW IS BENT, WE WILL GO AND TELL PILATE WHAT WE HAVE HEARD, AND WE WILL BE WITHOUT DISTRESS, LEST IF HE, HEAR IT FROM OTHERS, WE BE ROBBED OF OUR SUBSTANCE AND OURSELVES BE PUT TO THE SWORD AND OUR CHILDREN RUINED." 20. AND THEY WENT AND TOLD IT TO PILATE. 21. AND HE SENT AND HAD MANY OF THE PEOPLE CUT DOWN. 22. AND HE HAD THAT WONDER-DOER BROUGHT UP. AND WHEN HE HAD INSTITUTED A TRIAL CONCERNING HIM, HE PERCEIVED THAT HE IS A DOER OF GOOD, BUT NOT AN EVILDOER, NOR A REVOLUTIONARY, NOR ONE WHO AIMED AT POWER, AND SET HIM FREE. 23. HE HAD, YOU SHOULD KNOW, HEALED HIS DYING WIFE. 24. AND HE WENT TO HIS ACCUSTOMED PLACE AND WROUGHT HIS ACCUSTOMED WORKS. 25. AND AS AGAIN MORE FOLK GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER ROUND HIM, THEN DID HE WIN GLORY THROUGH HIS WORKS MORE THAN ALL. 26. THE TEACHERS OF THE LAW WERE [THEREFORE] ENVENOMED WITH ENVY AND GAVE THIRTY TALENTS TO PILATE, IN ORDER THAT HE SHOULD PUT HIM TO DEATH. 27. AND HE, AFTER HE HAD TAKEN [THE MONEY], GAVE THEM CONSENT THAT THEY SHOULD THEMSELVES CARRY OUT THEIR PURPOSE. 28. AND THEY TOOK HIM AND CRUCIFIED HIM ACCORDING TO THE ANCESTRAL LAW.
THE TREATMENT OF THE FIRST CHRISTIANS (FOLLOWS ON B. J. II. XI. 6, AFTER THE NOTICE ON THE DEATH OF AGRIPPA.)
1. AGAIN CLAUDIUS SENT HIS AUTHORITIES TO THOSE STATES—CUSPIUS FADUS AND TIBERIUS ALEXANDER, BOTH OF WHOM KEPT THE PEOPLE IN PEACE, NOT ALLOWING THEM TO DEPART IN ANYTHING FROM THE PURE LAWS. 2. BUT IF ANYONE DIVERGED FROM THE WORD OF THE LAW, PLAINT WAS BROUGHT BEFORE THE TEACHERS OF THE LAW. 3. OFTEN THEY EXPELLED HIM AND SENT HIM TO THE EMPEROR'S PRESENCE. 4. AND AT THE TIME OF THESE TWO MANY HAD BEEN DISCOVERED AS SERVANTS OF THE PREVIOUSLY DESCRIBED WONDER-DOER; AND AS THEY SPOKE TO THE PEOPLE ABOUT THEIR TEACHER, THAT HE IS LIVING, ALTHOUGH HE IS DEAD, AND THAT HE WILL FREE YOU FROM YOUR SERVITUDE, MANY FROM THE FOLK GAVE EAR TO THE ABOVE-NAMED AND TOOK UPON THEMSELVES THEIR PRECEPT, 5. NOT BECAUSE OF THEIR REPUTATION; THEY WERE INDEED OF THE HUMBLER SORT SOME JUST COBBLERS, OTHERS SANDAL-MAKERS, OTHERS ARTISANS. 6. AND [YET] AS MARVELOUS SIGNS THEY ACCOMPLISHED IN TRUTH WHAT THEY WOULD. 7. BUT WHEN THOSE NOBLE GOVERNORS SAW THE MISLEADING OF THE PEOPLE, THEY DELIBERATED WITH THE SCRIBES TO SEIZE AND PUT THEM TO DEATH, FOR FEAR LEST THE LITTLE BE NOT LITTLE IF IT, HAVE ENDED IN THE GREAT. 8. BUT THEY SHRANK BACK AND WERE ALARMED OVER THE SIGNS, SAYING: "IN THE PLAIN COURSE SUCH WONDERS DO NOT OCCUR. 9. BUT IF THEY DO NOT ISSUE FROM THE COUNSEL OF GOD, THEY WILL QUICKLY BE CONVICTED." 10. AND THEY GAVE THEM [THE CHRISTIANS] AUTHORITY TO ACT AS THEY WOULD. 11. BUT AFTERWARDS, BECOMING PESTERED BY THEM, THEY HAD THEM SENT AWAY, SOME TO THE EMPEROR, BUT OTHERS TO ANTIOCH, OTHERS AGAIN TO DISTANT LANDS, FOR THE TESTING OF THE MATTER. 12. BUT CLAUDIUS REMOVED THE TWO GOVERNORS, [AND] SENT CUMANUS. 
THE TRILINGUAL INSCRIPTION CONCERNING JESUS (INSERTED IN B. J. V. V. 2.)
AT IT (THE BARRIER OF THE TEMPLE) WERE COLUMNS...AND ON THESE INSCRIPTIONS IN GREEK AND ROMAN AND JEWISH CHARACTERS, PUBLISHING THE LAW OF PURITY AND [PROCLAIMING] THAT NO FOREIGNER SHOULD ENTER THE INNER [COURT]; FOR THEY CALLED IT THE HOLY [PLACE] TO WHICH ONE HAD TO ASCEND BY FOURTEEN STEPS, AND WHOSE UPPER PART WAS BUILT IN A SQUARE. AND OVER THESE TABLETS WITH INSCRIPTIONS HUNG A FOURTH TABLET WITH INSCRIPTION IN THESE [THREE] CHARACTERS, TO THE EFFECT: JESUS HAS NOT REIGNED AS KING; HE HAS BEEN CRUCIFIED BY THE JEWS, BECAUSE HE PROCLAIMED THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CITY AND THE LAYING WASTE OF THE TEMPLE. 
PORTENTS AT THE DEATH OF JESUS AND RUMOURS OF HIS RESURRECTION (FOLLOWS ON B. J. V. V. 4, AT THE END OF THE DESCRIPTION OF THE TEMPLE-CURTAIN.)
1. THIS CURTAIN (KATAPETASMA) WAS PRIOR TO THIS GENERATION ENTIRE, BECAUSE THE PEOPLE WERE PIOUS; BUT NOW IT WAS LAMENTABLE TO LOOK AT. 2. IT HAD, YOU SHOULD KNOW, BEEN SUDDENLY RENT FROM THE TOP TO THE GROUND, WHEN THEY DELIVERED OVER TO DEATH THROUGH BRIBERY THE DOER OF GOOD, THE MAN—YEA, HIM WHO THROUGH HIS DOING WAS NO MAN. 3. AND OF MANY OTHER SIGNS THEY TELL WHICH CAME TO PASS AT THAT TIME. 4. AND IT WAS SAID THAT AFTER HE WAS PUT TO DEATH, YEA AFTER BURIAL IN THE GRAVE, HE WAS NOT FOUND. 5. SOME THEN ASSERT THAT HE IS RISEN; BUT OTHERS, THAT HE HAS BEEN STOLEN BY HIS FRIENDS. 6. I, HOWEVER, DO NOT KNOW WHICH SPEAK MORE CORRECTLY. 7. FOR A DEAD MAN CANNOT RISE OF HIMSELF—THOUGH POSSIBLY WITH THE HELP OF ANOTHER RIGHTEOUS MAN; UNLESS IT (LIT. HE) WILL BE AN ANGEL OR ANOTHER OF THE HEAVENLY AUTHORITIES, OR GOD HIMSELF APPEARS AS A MAN AND ACCOMPLISHES WHAT HE WILL, BOTH WALKS WITH MEN AND FALLS, AND LIES DOWN AND RISES UP, AS IT IS ACCORDING TO HIS WILL. 8. BUT OTHERS SAID THAT IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO STEAL HIM, BECAUSE THEY HAD PUT GUARDS ALL ROUND HIS GRAVE, THIRTY ROMANS, BUT A THOUSAND JEWS. 9. SUCH [IS NARRATED] AS TO THAT CURTAIN (KATAPETASMA). MOREOVER [AS TO] THE CAUSE OF ITS TEARING THERE ARE [VARIOUS STATEMENTS]. 
A PROPHECY CONCERNING JESUS (IN B. J. VI. V. 4, WHERE IN OUR TEXTS THE PROPHECY OF THE WORLD-RULER IS REFERRED TO VESPASIAN SOLELY.)
SOME INDEED BY THIS UNDERSTOOD HEROD, BUT OTHERS THE CRUCIFIED WONDER-DOER JESUS, OTHERS AGAIN VESPASIAN. IN CONCLUSION A FEW VERY GENERAL REMARKS MAY BE ADDED CALLING ATTENTION TO THE MOST SALIENT POINTS. IN THE JOHN-PIECES (I.-III.) THERE IS NOTHING SUFFICIENTLY DISTINCTIVE TO SHOW ANY LITERARY DEPENDENCE ON THE NEW TESTAMENT ACCOUNTS. ON THE CONTRARY, THERE ARE ENTIRE NOVELTIES AND WIDE DIVERGENCES. IN THE FIRST PLACE THE STRONG POLITICAL COLORING GIVEN BY THE WRITER TO THE PROCLAMATION OF THE PROPHET IS QUITE OUT OF KEEPING WITH ANYTHING TO BE FOUND IN THE CHRISTIAN PRESENTATION. BUT THE MOST STRIKING DIFFERENCE IS THE PROTRACTED PERIOD ASSIGNED TO JOHN'S ACTIVITY. 'AT THAT TIME' MEANS DURING THE ETHNARCHY OF ARCHELAUS. NOW HEROD THE GREAT DIED IN 4 B.C., AND ARCHELAUS, WHO SUCCEEDED HIM, WAS DEPOSED IN 6 A.D. IT IS QUITE INCONCEIVABLE THAT ANY CHRISTIAN WRITER WHO HAD THE GOSPEL-STORY BEFORE HIM, COULD HAVE MADE WHAT WOULD BE SO ASTOUNDING A STATEMENT TO CHRISTIAN EARS, ONE THAT WOULD AT ONCE APPEAR TO THE MOST MODERATELY INSTRUCTED AS AN EGREGIOUS BLUNDER. SURELY THE LAST THING AN INTELLIGENT FORGER WOULD DESIRE TO DO WOULD BE TO GIVE OCCASION TO HIS READERS TO CALL THE CANONICAL NARRATIVE INTO QUESTION CONCERNING SO PROMINENT A FEATURE AS JOHN'S ALMOST EQUAL AGE WITH JESUS, AND SO PRACTICALLY INVITE THEM TO DISMISS ALL THE GRAPHIC DETAILS OF THE BIRTH-STORIES AS FICTITIOUS? UNLESS IT BE THAT HE WROTE BEFORE THESE STORIES WERE IN CIRCULATION. NO ONE SHORT OF A LUNATIC WOULD CONCOCT 'EVIDENCE' AGAINST HIS OWN SIDE. THE WRITER MUST THEREFORE HAVE MOVED IN CIRCLES WHO WOULD SEE NO DIFFICULTY IN ASSIGNING TO JOHN A PUBLIC ACTIVITY OF AT LEAST 30 YEARS; FOR HE TELLS US THAT JOHN SURVIVED THE DEATH OF PHILIP, WHICH TOOK PLACE SOMEWHERE BETWEEN 33 AND 36 A.D. THE CROSS-EXAMINATION OF JOHN BY THE AUTHORITIES AND THE INCIDENT OF SIMON THE ESSENE ARE ALSO ARRESTING NOVELTIES; BUT THERE IS NOTHING IMPROBABLE IN THEM. THE INTRODUCTION OF THE NAME ESSENE DOES NOT IN ANY WAY DEPEND ON CHRISTIAN TRADITION; FOR THE SURPRISING FACT IS THAT, THOUGH THERE ARE CLOSE PARALLELS BETWEEN SOME OF THE DOCTRINES OF THE ESSENES AND GOSPEL-ETHICS, AND BETWEEN SOME OF THEIR PRACTICES AND THE REGULATIONS, FOR INSTANCE, LAID DOWN FOR THE MISSION OF THE APOSTLES AND THE COMMUNAL OBSERVANCES OF THE EARLIEST CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES, THE NEW TESTAMENT WRITERS NEVER MENTION THE NAME. THE WORDING OF THE REFUSAL OF JOHN AT THE END OF HIS REBUKE TO DISCLOSE A CERTAIN MYSTERY TO HIS OFFICIAL OPPONENTS HAS LED SOME TO THE SUPPOSITION THAT THIS IS A CRYPTIC REFERENCE TO JESUS, MEANING 'THE MYSTERY DWELLING AMONG YOU.' THAT OF COURSE WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE AT SO EARLY A DATE AS PRIOR TO A.D. 6. BUT SURELY, QUITE APART FROM THIS, A CHRISTIAN APOLOGIST WOULD HAVE BEEN AT PAINS TO BRING OUT CLEARLY SO ESSENTIAL A FEATURE AS JOHN'S ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE MESSIAHSHIP OF JESUS, AND NOT GO OUT OF HIS WAY TO DISGUISE IT? IT IS A CURIOUS AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING PHRASE. IT MAY REFER TO THE 'KINGDOM,' TO THE INDWELLING RULE AND LAW OF GOD, THAT IS BROUGHT TO CONSCIOUSNESS IN THE HEARTS OF THE REPENTANT; OR IT MAY POSSIBLY BE THAT JOHN HAD SOME INNER MYSTICAL DOCTRINE TO REVEAL, FOR WE HAVE TO REMEMBER THAT THE MANDÆAN OR GNOSTIC JOHN-TRADITION, WHICH HAS COME DOWN TO OUR OWN DAYS, HAS EVER LAID THE GREATEST STRESS ON THE MYSTICAL ELEMENT IN THE TEACHING OF THE BAPTIZER. THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM OF PHILIP, LIKE THE STRESS LAID UPON JOHN'S STRANGE APPEARANCE AND DRESS AND HIS EXTRAORDINARY MODE OF LIFE, IS JUST SUCH A DETAIL AS WOULD STRIKE THE IMAGINATION AND LINGER IN THE MEMORY OF THE PEOPLE. WHAT MORE LIKELY AND IN KEEPING WITH PRECEDENT THAN THAT A PROPHET SHOULD INTERPRET THE DREAM OF THE KING? BUT HERE WE HAVE, NOT ONLY A NOVELTY FOR READERS OF THE GOSPEL-ACCOUNT, BUT ALSO A CONTRADICTION WITH JOSEPHUS HIMSELF. THE UNFAVORABLE CHARACTER GIVEN TO PHILIP, THE STRESS LAID ON HIS 'VENALITY,' IS IN COMPLETE CONTRAST WITH THE REPUTATION GIVEN HIM BY JOSEPHUS IN HIS ANTIQUITIES (XVIII. IV. 6), WHERE HE IS PRAISED FOR THE MILD AND PEACEABLE DISPOSITION HE DISPLAYED IN HIS GOVERNMENT, AND FOR THE PERSONAL INTEREST HE TOOK IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. NOW THE ANTIQUITIES WAS COMPLETED IN 93/94 A.D. HAD THEN OUR WRITER KNOWN IT, HE WOULD NOT PRESUMABLY HAVE MADE JOSEPHUS CONTRADICT HIMSELF SO EGREGIOUSLY. THIS RAISES THE QUESTION AS TO THE POSSIBILITY OF HIS HAVING WRITTEN BEFORE THE ANTIQUITIES GOT INTO WIDE CIRCULATION. IN SOME RESPECTS, AGREES WITH AND IN OTHERS DIFFERS FROM THE SYNOPTIC ACCOUNT OF THE MARRIAGE OF HEROD ANTIPAS, TETRARCH OF GALILEE AND PERAEA, WITH THE WIFE (SLAV. JOS. WIDOW) OF HIS BROTHER PHILIP. BUT JOSEPHUS HIMSELF IN HIS ANTIQUITIES (XVIII. V. 1 AND 4) TELLS THE STORY QUITE DIFFERENTLY FROM BOTH. THERE WE READ THAT HERODIAS WAS MARRIED FIRST OF ALL TO HEROD BOËTHUS, AND THAT THE WIFE OF PHILIP WAS SALOME, THE DAUGHTER OF THIS UNION; SO THAT PHILIP WAS SON-IN-LAW OF HERODIAS. HEROD ANTIPAS, SAYS JOSEPHUS, WAS THE SECOND HUSBAND OF HERODIAS, AND THE MARRIAGE TOOK PLACE WHILE THE FIRST HUSBAND, BOËTHUS, WAS STILL ALIVE. JOSEPHUS, MOREOVER, SAYS THAT PHILIP DIED CHILDLESS; WHILE OUR AUTHOR AVERS THAT HE LEFT FOUR CHILDREN SURVIVING HIM. MOREOVER, JOSEPHUS IN THE FAMOUS PASSAGE CONCERNING JOHN IN THE ANTIQUITIES (XVIII. V. 2) KNOWS NOTHING OF JOHN'S EXECUTION BEING DUE TO SO PERSONAL A CAUSE AS IS DEPICTED BOTH BY THE GOSPELS AND OUR AUTHOR, THOUGH VERY DIFFERENTLY; IT IS IN THE ANTIQUITIES ASCRIBED SOLELY TO ANTIPAS' APPREHENSION OF THE POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES OF THE JOHN-MOVEMENT. OUR AUTHOR IS THEN CLEARLY IGNORANT OF BOTH THE ANTIQUITIES-ACCOUNT AND ALSO OF THE MOST CHARACTERISTIC FEATURE OF THE GOSPEL-NARRATIVE, THE GRAPHIC STORY OF THE DANCING OF THE DAUGHTER OF HERODIAS. EVERYTHING THEREFORE GOES TO SHOW THAT HE IS DRAWING ON SOME OTHER TRADITIONAL SOURCE. FINALLY, AS THE CLIMAX TO JOHN'S EXTRAORDINARY SCRUPLES ABOUT FOOD, IT IS ASSERTED THAT HE WOULD NOT TOUCH UNLEAVENED BREAD EVEN AT PASSOVER-TIME, AN ABSOLUTELY OBLIGATORY OBSERVANCE IN JEWRY. MOREOVER, HE IS MADE TO GIVE AN EXEGETICAL JUSTIFICATION FOR HIS ABSTENTION. THIS IS THE DISTINCTIVE TOUCH OF A JEWISH HAND; IT IS EXCEEDINGLY UNLIKELY THAT IT WOULD EVER HAVE OCCURRED TO A LATE CHRISTIAN.    AS TO THE JOHN-PIECES THEN WE SEEM TO BE MOVING IN A THOROUGHLY JEWISH ATMOSPHERE, AND THERE IS NOTHING CHARACTERISTICALLY CHRISTIAN ABOUT THEM. THE JESUS-PIECES (IV. AND VI. TO VIII.) ARE NATURALLY THE MOST ARRESTING AND FORM THE MAIN CRUX OF THE WHOLE MATTER. IT SEEMS TO BE GENERALLY HELD THAT ALL THE EIGHT PIECES ARE BY THE SAME HAND. THEY MAY BE SAID TO HAVE IN GENERAL THE SAME TERMS OF EXPRESSION, TO BREATHE THE SAME SPIRIT AND PRESENT SIMILAR CHARACTERISTICS. IN THE MAIN JESUS-PIECES THE AUTHOR MAKES A SHOW OF TRYING TO GET AT A REASONABLE POINT OF VIEW; BUT HE HESITATES IN HIS JUDGMENT AND FRANKLY CONFESSES HIS INABILITY TO MAKE UP HIS MIND. HE IS CONVINCED THAT THE MORE GENERALLY CREDIBLE EVENTS THEMSELVES ARE HISTORIC; BUT AS TO THE SHEERLY MIRACULOUS ELEMENTS HE IS CONTENT TO SET THEM FORTH AS RUMORS GIVING RISE TO ABSOLUTELY CONTRADICTORY OPINIONS. SO NON-COMMITTAL AND RATIONALISTIC A PROCEEDING IS QUITE FOREIGN TO THE MENTALITY OF A CONVINCED CHRISTIAN. THIS ATTITUDE OF RESERVE AND THE VERY STRIKING DIVERGENCES OF THE WRITER FROM THE GOSPEL-ACCOUNTS ARE IN THE SHARPEST POSSIBLE DISTINCTION TO THE PERSPECTIVE AND PROCEDURE OF THE COMPILERS OF SUCH APOCRYPHAL DOCUMENTS AS THE ACTS OF PILATE AND THE GOSPEL OF PETER. IN THE LATTER THE LITERARY DEPENDENCE ON THE GOSPELS IS MANIFEST ON ALL HANDS; WHAT IS ADDED IS IN NO WAY CONTRADICTORY, BUT ADDUCED SOLELY TO EXALT THE GREATNESS OF JESUS AND HEIGHTEN THE IMPRESSION OF THE MIRACULOUS ELEMENT. IF PIECE IV. IS CAREFULLY AND CRITICALLY COMPARED WITH THE FAMOUS SPURIOUS PASSAGE CONCERNING JESUS IN OUR TEXT OF THE ANTIQUITIES (XVIII. III. 3), IT WILL AT ONCE BE SEEN THAT IF THERE IS ANY POSSIBLE QUESTION OF DEPENDENCE BETWEEN THEM, IT IS NOT ON THE SIDE OF OUR AUTHOR. EVEN AMONG THE OPINIONS HE CITES, THERE IS NO HINT OF MESSIAHSHIP. WHEN HE SAYS THAT SOME "SUPPOSED THAT HE HAD BEEN SENT BY GOD," IT MEANS NO MORE THAN WHAT HE MAKES JOHN ASSERT OF HIMSELF, NAMELY, THAT HE WAS A PROPHET. IT SEEMS TO ME MOREOVER HIGHLY IMPROBABLE THAT ANY LATE CHRISTIAN COULD HAVE REFERRED TO HIS LORD, THE ONE AND ONLY SON OF GOD, AS 'THAT WONDER-DOER' OR THE 'CRUCIFIED WONDER-DOER JESUS.' THE DIVERGENCES FROM THE GOSPEL-ACCOUNT OF THE JESUS-STORY ARE SO STRIKING THAT THEY NEED NOT BE DWELT ON. TO EVERY INSTRUCTED CHRISTIAN THE GOSPEL-NARRATIVES ARE PRESUMABLY SO FAMILIAR IN ALL THEIR DETAILS, THAT THE CONTRADICTIONS WITH OUR AUTHOR'S ACCOUNT WILL PRESENT THEMSELVES AUTOMATICALLY. NEVERTHELESS, THE MORE ONE MEDITATES ON THE ACCOUNT IN PIECE IV. OF THE TYPICAL EXTERNAL ACTS OF THE MINISTRY AND THE INTRIGUES OF THE JEWISH AUTHORITIES TO COMPASS THE DEATH OF JESUS, THE MORE DOES IT SEEM WITHIN ITS OWN MEASURES NOT TO BE INCONSISTENT; IN FACT, IT HANGS VERY WELL TOGETHER FROM AN OUTSIDE POINT OF VIEW. THAT VIEW IS IN NO WAY DUE TO A MANIPULATION OF GOSPEL-INFORMATION; IT IS BASED ON VERY DIFFERENT DATA, AND HAS ALL THE APPEARANCE OF AN HONEST ATTEMPT TO PIECE TOGETHER AND INTERPRET FLOATING TRADITIONS AND CONJECTURES REFLECTED FROM DAYS CONTEMPORANEOUS PERCHANCE WITH THE ATTEMPTS OF THE 'MANY' TO SET FORTH THE EVENTS, AS THE INTRODUCTION TO THE LUKAN GOSPEL INFORMS US. THE PHRASE 'SERVANTS' AS APPLIED TO THE DISCIPLES, IT MAY BE NOTED, IS A THOROUGHLY JEWISH CONCEPTION; IT WAS USED BY THE RABBIS TO EMPHASIZE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PUPILS AND TEACHER. THE PRECISE FIGURE 150 MAY BE A ROUND NUMBER; OTHERWISE IT DEPENDS ON A TRADITION FOR WHICH THE 12 AND THE 70 WERE OF NO IMPORTANCE. THE FINAL SENTENCE, WHICH AVERS, NOT ONLY THAT THE JEWISH AUTHORITIES THEMSELVES CRUCIFIED JESUS, BUT THAT THIS WAS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW, IS SO ASTONISHING IN THE LATTER RESPECT THAT IT HAS BEEN SET DOWN TO A GROSS BLUNDER OF THE SLAVONIC TRANSLATOR FROM THE GREEK ORIGINAL, WHICH MAY HAVE READ 'CONTRARY TO THE LAW'—ΚΥΤὺ WITH THE GENITIVE AND NOT THE ACCUSATIVE. THIS SEEMS A REASONABLE SUPPOSITION; THOUGH WE MUST REMEMBER THAT JEWISH RULERS IN MACCABÆAN DAYS DID CRUCIFY THEIR POLITICAL OPPONENTS. THE TRILINGUAL INSCRIPTION STATEMENT (VI.) IS A WILD PIECE OF FANCIFUL COMBINATION. THE WRITER HAS HEARD OF AN INSCRIPTION CONNECTED WITH THE EXECUTION OF JESUS; INDEED, IT WAS REQUIRED BY LAW THAT THE FORMAL CHARGE SHOULD BE PLACARDED IN ALL CASES OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. MOREOVER, HE HAS HEARD THAT THIS PARTICULAR NOTICE WAS SET FORTH IN THREE LANGUAGES; AND HE ALSO HAS HEARD THAT THERE WERE TRILINGUAL INSCRIPTIONS OUTSIDE THE INNER COURT OF THE TEMPLE. IN COMBINING THE TWO HE DEPARTS SO FAR FROM HIS GENERAL SOBRIETY THAT WE MIGHT ALMOST THINK THE PASSAGE WAS BY ANOTHER HAND; BUT THIS IS OTHERWISE NOT PROBABLE. THE FIRST CHARGE AGAINST JESUS WAS THAT HE HAD EXCITED THE PEOPLE TO REVOLT; OF THIS HE WAS ACQUITTED BY PILATE. THE AUTHORITIES HAD THEN TO GIVE SOME OTHER EXCUSE: JESUS WAS EXECUTED NOT BECAUSE OF ANY MESSIANISTIC AGITATION, BUT BECAUSE HE PROPHESIED DISASTER TO THE TEMPLE AND THE HOLY CITY. SOME EXCUSE HAD TO BE FOUND THAT WOULD PLACATE THE PEOPLE. IN PIECE VII. THE RENDING OF THE VEIL AND THE REFERENCE TO MANY OTHER PORTENTS SEEM TO DEPEND ON CHARACTERISTICALLY CHRISTIAN TRADITION; BUT IT NEED NOT BE SUPPOSED THAT THIS TRADITION WAS IN THE FIXED GOSPEL-FORM IN WHICH WE NOW HAVE IT. THE PHRASE 'PRIOR TO THIS GENERATION' IS INTENDED TO MEAN SOME 30/40 YEARS BEFORE JOSEPHUS WROTE HIS HISTORY (75-79 A.D.). IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT AT THAT TIME SIMILAR PORTENTS WERE IN THE AIR; FOR JEWISH TRADITION (THE TALMŪDS AND JOSEPHUS HIMSELF, B.J. VI. V. 3) MAKES MENTION OF A MYSTERIOUS SPONTANEOUS OPENING OF THE HEAVY IRON TEMPLE-DOORS 40 YEARS BEFORE THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM) AND THE GOSPEL OF THE HEBREWS REFERS TO A SIMILARLY MYSTERIOUS BREACH IN THE IRON THRESHOLD OF THE SAME DOORS. THERE WERE WIDESPREAD LEGENDS OF PORTENTS CURRENT IN THE FOLK-MEMORY. OUR AUTHOR THEN GOES ON TO TREAT OF THE RUMORS AND CONTRADICTORY STATEMENTS ABOUT THE RESURRECTION; AND HERE, AS BEFORE, HE RUMINATES ON POSSIBILITIES, GIVING THE CONJECTURAL PROS AND CONS, BUT DECLINING TO COMMIT HIMSELF ON THE SIDE OF THE MOST VITAL BELIEF OF CHRISTENDOM. PIECE V, CONCERNING THE EARLY CHRISTIANS, IS EQUALLY AS FAR FROM LITERARY DEPENDENCE ON THE CANONICAL ACTS AS ARE THE JESUS-PIECES ON THE GOSPELS. THERE ARE WIDE DIVERGENCES; AND THE WHOLE PRODUCES AN IMPRESSION OF UTTER IGNORANCE OF THE DETAILED, METHODICAL SETTING-FORTH OF THE THIRTY YEARS OF HISTORY CONTAINED IN THE ACTS. ISOLATED FACTS, SUCH AS PAUL'S BEING SENT TO CAESAR AT ROME, ARE ABSURDLY GENERALIZED ON THE ONE HAND, AND ON THE OTHER THE EVENTS OF DECADES ARE CRAMMED INTO THE NARROW TIME-FRAME OF SOME FOUR YEARS, THE PERIOD OF OFFICE OF THE TWO GOVERNORS MENTIONED (44-48 A.D.). THE PHRASE "BUT IF THEY DO NOT ISSUE FROM THE COUNSEL OF GOD, THEY WILL QUICKLY BE CONVICTED" IS THOUGHT BY SOME TO INDICATE LITERARY DEPENDENCE ON A SIMILAR SAYING IN THE ACTS. BUT THE LATTER FAMOUS UTTERANCE, ASCRIBED TO GAMALIEL (PRIOR TO 7 A.D.), IS WORDED SO VERY DIFFERENTLY THAT, IF ANY CONNECTION BETWEEN THEM CAN BE SUPPOSED, IT MAY WELL BE ASCRIBED IN BOTH CASES TO THE UNCERTAIN ECHOING IN THE POPULAR MIND OF A WELL-KNOWN RABBINICAL PRONOUNCEMENT. IN CONCLUSION, THEN, IT MAY BE SAID THAT THE HOPE OF EXTRACTING ANYTHING OF VALUE OUT OF THESE ASTONISHING AND PUZZLING INTERPOLATIONS DEPENDS ON ESTABLISHING THE REASONABLENESS OF THE HYPOTHESIS, THAT THEY ARE BASED ON ECHOES OF POPULAR TRADITIONS STILL FLOATING ABOUT IN THE JEWISH ENVIRONMENT OF CHRISTIANITY IN, SAY, THE LAST THIRD OF THE FIRST CENTURY. THERE IS, I THINK, MUCH THAT GOES TO SHOW THE LIKELIHOOD OF THIS SUPPOSAL, OR AT LEAST TO DETER US FROM SUMMARILY DISMISSING IT. BUT EVEN IF WE ARE PERSUADED TO THIS EXTENT, WE ARE CONFRONTED WITH THE STILL MORE DIFFICULT TASK OF IMAGINING A SATISFACTORY CONJECTURE AS TO THE STATUS AND MOTIVE OF THE WRITER. IF WE HOLD HIM TO HAVE BEEN A JEW, AS THE ABOVE ANALYSIS SEEMS TO REQUIRE, WHAT PLAUSIBLE MOTIVE CAN WE ASCRIBE TO HIM FOR INTERPOLATING THE MATTER INTO THE TEXT OF JOSEPHUS? WAS HE A DISINTERESTED LOVER OF HISTORY WHO THOUGHT THAT JOSEPHUS HAD FALLEN SHORT OF HISTORICAL IMPARTIALITY BY NEGLECTING TO MENTION TWO SUCH REMARKABLE PERSONAGES AS JOHN AND JESUS AND TWO SUCH IMPORTANT MOVEMENTS AS THOSE ASSOCIATED WITH THEIR NAMES, AND DESIRED TO AMEND THE HISTORIAN IN THIS RESPECT IN DAYS WHEN COPYRIGHT HAD NOT YET BEEN DREAMED OF? OR MAY WE ASSUME THAT A PUPIL OF JOSEPHUS WOULD THINK HIMSELF ENTITLED TO AMEND THE NARRATIVE? IF, ON THE CONTRARY, HE WAS A CHRISTIAN, THE INTEREST IN FILLING THE GAPS WOULD BE EASILY UNDERSTANDABLE, HAD HE BASED HIMSELF ON CANONICAL TRADITION. BUT THE DIVERGENCES FROM AND FLAT CONTRADICTIONS OF THAT TRADITION ARE SO EXTRAORDINARY, THAT ONE IS ALL THE TIME KEPT ASKING IN ASTONISHMENT: WHAT SORT OF A CHRISTIAN COULD THIS MAN EVER HAVE BEEN? TO HAVE SUCCEEDED IN PRODUCING SUCH AN IMPRESSION DESIGNEDLY ARGUES THE PROCEDURE OF A MIND OF SUCH EXTRAORDINARY SUBTLETY AND PSYCHOLOGICAL DEXTERITY THAT IT IS TOO UNCANNY FOR CREDENCE. ANY DELIBERATE ATTEMPT OF THIS KIND WOULD SURELY HAVE BETRAYED ITSELF IN SOME WAY; BUT AS A MATTER OF FACT, THERE IS NO INDICATION OF SUBTLE MANIPULATION OF GOSPEL-DATA ANYWHERE. IT IS NOT ONLY VERY DIFFICULT BUT ENTIRELY OUT OF THE QUESTION TO THINK THAT ANY LATE CHRISTIAN FORGER COULD HAVE THUS DELIBERATELY CHALLENGED THE FIRMLY ESTABLISHED CANONICAL TRADITION ON SO MANY POINTS. THEREFORE, IF THE WRITER WERE A CHRISTIAN, HE MUST HAVE BEEN A FIRST-CENTURY MAN; THAT IS TO SAY HE WROTE BEFORE THE GREEK CANONICAL GOSPELS WERE IN GENERAL CIRCULATION OR AT ANY RATE BEFORE THEY HAD PENETRATED TO HIS ENVIRONMENT. THERE REMAINS ONLY ONE OTHER POSSIBLE CONJECTURE—FROM WHICH EVERYBODY HAS SO FAR INSTINCTIVELY SHRUNK: CAN THE WRITER AFTER ALL HAVE BEEN JOSEPHUS HIMSELF? BUT IF SO, WHY DOES HE CONTRADICT HIMSELF SO FLATLY, TO SAY NOTHING OF THE DIFFICULTY OF CONJECTURING HIS MOTIVE FOR CUTTING OUT THE PASSAGES? IT THUS APPEARS THAT, WHATEVER HYPOTHESIS OF AUTHORSHIP WE MAKE—WHETHER CHRISTIAN, JEW OR JOSEPHUS, WE ARE LEFT FLOUNDERING IN A WELTER OF INCONSISTENCIES; ALL THAT CAN BE SAID IS THAT THE JEW ALTERNATIVE IS THE LEAST IMPROBABLE. AND THERE WE MUST LEAVE THIS BAFFLING PROBLEM, IN THE HOPE THAT OUR READERS WILL AT ANY RATE BE INTERESTED IN HAVING IT BROUGHT TO THEIR NOTICE; FOR IN ANY CASE THESE PASSAGES MUST BE CONSIDERED STRIKING CURIOSITIES, EVEN PERHAPS THE GREATEST TO BE FOUND, IN THE ANCIENT LITERATURE THAT IS GENERALLY CLASSED UNDER THE CAPTION—'CHRISTIAN FORGERIES.'
THE FOURTH GOSPEL PROEM: A NEW VERSION VENTURE
[bookmark: page_121_fr_1] AFTER I HAD FOR SOME TIME BEEN MAKING A CLOSE STUDY OF LIDZBARSKI'S TRANSLATIONS OF THE MANDÆAN JOHN-BOOK AND LITURGIES, I HAD OCCASION IN ANOTHER CONNECTION TO REFER TO THE GREEK TEXT (WESTCOTT & HORT) OF THE PROLOGUE TO THE FOURTH GOSPEL. AS I READ, I FOUND THAT A NUMBER OF MANDÆAN ASSOCIATIONS CAME WELLING UP FROM THE PRECONSCIOUS, ESPECIALLY WITH REGARD TO LIFE AND LIGHT, THE USE OF THE TERM MAN AND THE WAY THE SENTENCES ABOUT JOHN THE BAPTIST LINKED ON TO THESE CONCEPTS. I FOUND I WAS ALMOST AUTOMATICALLY CONSTRUING PARTS OF THIS FAMILIAR TEXT FROM A NEW ANGLE OR AT ANY RATE ENVISAGING THEM IN A NEW PERSPECTIVE. I HAD ALREADY FOR LONG BEEN CONVINCED THAT THE HISTORICAL REFERENCES BROKE AWKWARDLY INTO THE DOCTRINAL PROEM PROPER, AND THAT THIS CONTAINED WHAT MAY BE CALLED SOME CHARACTERISTIC GENERAL GNOSTIC NOTIONS. MOREOVER, I HAD LONG BEEN OF THE OPINION THAT THE PROEM WAS BASED ON A 'SOURCE'; BUT THOUGHT THAT THIS 'SOURCE' WAS MOST PROBABLY ALREADY IN GREEK WHEN IT WAS MADE SUCH DEFT USE OF BY THE INSPIRED WRITER OF THE 'PNEUMATIC' GOSPEL. I NOW ASKED MYSELF, COULD IT POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN ORIGINALLY IN ARAMAIC, FOR THERE ARE INDUBITABLY SOME STRAINED CONSTRUCTIONS IN IT, THAT MIGHT BE EXPLICABLE AS LITERAL RENDERINGS OF SEMITIC IDIOMS. TRANSLATION INTO GREEK WOULD DOUBTLESS MAKE THE ORIGINAL APPEAR TO BE MORE HELLENISTICALLY COLOURED THAN WAS ACTUALLY THE CASE AND SO 'PHILOSOPHIZE' IT SOMEWHAT. THE MAIN DIFFICULTY SEEMED TO LIE IN DETERMINING WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN THE SEMITIC ORIGINAL OF THE LEADING TERM RENDERED BY LOGOS? WAS IT, WORD OR WISDOM OR SOME OTHER DIVINE POWER OR POTENCY? ON THIS I COULD FORM NO CONCLUSION. BUT FURTHER, WHATEVER IT WAS, COULD IT HAVE BEEN TRANSLATED BY ANY OTHER GREEK TERM THAN LOGOS? FOR THE STUDENT OF COMPARATIVE HELLENISTIC THEOLOGY IS NOT CONFINED TO SEEKING FOR PARALLELS OR ASSOCIATIONS WITH THE IDEA BEHIND THIS TERM IN STOICISM AND PHILO SIMPLY; HE HAS TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION A FAR WIDER FIELD OF RESEARCH. IN THE TRISMEGISTIC LITERATURE, FOR INSTANCE, IN WHICH THE HEAVENLY MAN DOCTRINE IS PROMINENT, THE PARALLEL NOTION IS RENDERED BY NOÛS, MIND, AND IN THE HELLENISTIC POEM SO BELOVED BY THE LATER PLATONISTS AND GENERALLY KNOWN AS THE 'CHALDAEAN ORACLES,' THE MIND OF THE FATHER STANDS AT THE SUMMIT; WHILE IN ALLIED GNOSTIC TRADITION CONNECTED WITH THE 'CHALDAEAN MYSTERIES' OR EVEN SAID TO BE BASED ON THE 'CHALDAEAN BOOKS,' WHERE AGAIN THE DIVINE MAN DOCTRINE IS PROMINENT, THE TERM PREFERRED IS MIND. MIND, MOREOVER, IN THE VALENTINIAN SYSTEM STANDS AT THE HEAD OF THE PLĒRŌMA. THIS IS SOLELY WITH REGARD TO TRANSLATION INTO GREEK IN THE GENERAL HELLENISTIC THEOLOGICAL LANGUAGE OF THE TIME, AND SAYS NOTHING ABOUT THE SEMITIC OR CHALDAEAN ORIGINAL TERMS, WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN NUMEROUS, APART FROM THE VERY GENERAL (NOTABLY EGYPTIAN) ORIENTAL MAGICAL NOTION OF CREATION BY THE WORD. CERTAINLY, THE MAN-DOCTRINE WAS WIDE-SPREAD AND WHERE PERSONIFICATIONS WERE THE ORDER OF THE DAY, MAN AND MIND WOULD GO BETTER TOGETHER THAN MAN AND WORD OR REASON OR EVEN WISDOM. IT IS, HOWEVER, WITH ALL HESITATION THAT I HAVE VENTURED TO USE THE TERM MIND IN MY TRANSLATION, FIND MORE TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE PROBLEM THAN ANYTHING ELSE. WITH THESE IDEAS—NAMELY THE SUPPOSAL OF A PROBABLE ARAMAIC ORIGINAL OF THE PROEM-SOURCE AND THE CONSEQUENT 'PHILOSOPHIZING' BY TRANSLATION INTO HELLENISTIC GREEK OF SOME TERMS THAT IN THE ORIGINAL WERE MORE CONCRETELY PRESENTED, I ATTEMPTED THE FOLLOWING VERSION. THIS I DID BEFORE I HAD READ PROF. C. F. BURNEY'S RECENT (1922) ARRESTING STUDY, ENTITLED THE ARAMAIC ORIGIN OF THE FOURTH GOSPEL (OXFORD, THE CLARENDON PRESS). THE CONTENTION OF THE PROFESSOR OF THE INTERPRETATION OF HOLY SCRIPTURE AT OXFORD, WHO IS SO GREAT AN AUTHORITY ON THE O.T., IS THAT NOT ONLY FOR THE PROEM BUT FOR MUCH, IF NOT THE WHOLE, OF THE GOSPEL THERE IS AN ARAMAIC BACKGROUND. WHATEVER MAY BE ULTIMATELY DECIDED ON THIS NOVEL AND FAR-REACHING HYPOTHESIS, IT SHOULD INAUGURATE A FRUITFUL LINE OF N.T. RESEARCH. MY OWN VENTURE IS FAR MORE MODEST IN EVERY WAY; I DEAL WITH A SINGLE 'SOURCE' ONLY, AND HAVE NOT THE COMPETENCE TO TREAT EVEN THAT TECHNICALLY FROM THE SEMITIC SIDE. THE ONLY REMARK I WOULD VENTURE TO MAKE ON PROF. BURNEY'S LABORS IS IN RESPECT TO THE JOHANNINE GREEK QUOTATIONS FROM THE O.T. THE PROBLEM WHETHER THE FEW OF THEM WHICH DIFFER FROM THE LXX. GREEK TARGUM OR TRANSLATION, THE AUTHORIZED VERSION OF THE TIME SO TO SAY, WERE MADE FRESHLY FROM THE HEBREW, DOES NOT SEEM TO ME NECESSARILY TO HELP TO PROVE THE AUTHOR'S CONTENTION. THEY ARE FAR MORE LIKELY TO HAVE BEEN TAKEN FROM WHAT IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN PROBABLY THE EARLIEST CHRISTIAN GREEK DOCUMENT, A COLLECTION OF PROOF-TEXTS TO ESTABLISH THE CLAIMS OF CHRISTIAN MESSIANISM FROM O.T. PROPHECY, AT TIMES NOT WITHOUT ACCOMMODATION. THEY SOMETIMES AGREE WITH AND SOMETIMES DIVERGE FROM THE SEPTUAGINT RENDERING. ALL THIS HAS BEEN MOST THOROUGHLY WORKED OUT BY PROFF. RENDEL HARRIS AND VACHER BURCH IN THEIR INDISPENSABLE WORK (PT. I., 1916, PT. II., 1920) ON THE NOW FAMOUS TESTIMONY BOOK (TESTIMONIA CONTRA JUDAEOS). I ALSO CONJECTURED, PRESUMABLY OWING TO THE RHYTHMS OF THE MANDÆAN BOOKS RUNNING IN MY HEAD, THAT THE 'SOURCE' MIGHT HAVE BEEN IN VERSE; AND FOUND THAT THE GREEK BROKE UP EASILY INTO SOME SORT OF RHYTHMIC LINES. BUT OF COURSE, THIS WAS PURE GUESSWORK ON MY PART. PROFESSOR BURNEY, HOWEVER, WITH HIS WIDE KNOWLEDGE OF HEBREW AND PALESTINIAN ARAMAIC, HAS COME MOST DEFINITELY TO THIS CONCLUSION AS TO THE PROEM. IF THE REST OF THE GOSPEL CANNOT BE SO TREATED, THIS SEEMS TO ME TO BE AN ADDITIONAL INDICATION THAT IN THE PROLOGUE WE ARE DEALING WITH A 'SOURCE.' THOUGH MY TENTATIVE TRANSLATION FROM THE GREEK DIFFERS BOTH IN ANALYSIS AND PHRASING FROM PROF. BURNEY'S, I SO FAR SEE NO COMPELLING REASON TO ALTER THE PHRASING BY HIS, AND LET THE BREAKING UP OF THE LINES STAND TO INDICATE RHYTHM RATHER THAN THE MEASURED LINES HE HAS SO INGENIOUSLY ENDEAVORED TO RECONSTRUCT INTO ARAMAIC.
UNIQUE TRANSLATION
[bookmark: page_125_fr_1][bookmark: page_126_fr_10][bookmark: page_126_fr_11][bookmark: page_127_fr_1][bookmark: page_127_fr_2][bookmark: page_127_fr_5][bookmark: page_127_fr_6][bookmark: page_127_fr_7][bookmark: page_127_fr_8][bookmark: page_127_fr_9][bookmark: page_127_fr_10]IN BEGINNING WAS MIND AND MIND WAS WITH GOD. (THERE WAS A MAN SENT BY GOD, HIS NAME YŌÁNES. THIS [MAN] CAME FOR BEARING WITNESS, THAT HE MIGHT BEAR WITNESS ABOUT THE LIGHT, IN ORDER THAT ALL [MEN] MIGHT HAVE FAITH THROUGH IT. THAT [MAN] WAS NOT THE LIGHT, BUT [CAME] IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT BEAR WITNESS ABOUT THE LIGHT.) IT WAS THE TRUE LIGHT, WHICH ENLIGHTENS EVERY MAN WHO COMETH INTO THE WORLD. WHO WERE BROUGHT TO BIRTH, NOT OUT OF [THE BLENDING OF] BLOODS, NOR OF URGE OF FLESH, NOR OF URGE OF A MALE, BUT OUT OF GOD. SO, MIND BECAME FLESH AND TABERNACLED IN US, AND WE BEHELD ITS GLORY, GLORY AS OF [? AN] ONLY-BEGOTTEN FROM FATHER, FULL OF DELIGHT AND TRUTH. (YŌÁNĒS BEARETH WITNESS ABOUT HIM, AND HATH CRIED ALOUD, SAYING HE IT WAS WHO SAID: HE WHO COMETH BEHIND ME HATH BEEN BEFORE ME, FOR HE WAS MY FIRST.) FOR OF ITS FULNESS WE ALL RECEIVED, AND DELIGHT OVER AGAINST DELIGHT (IN THAT THE LAW (TORAH) WAS GIVEN BY MOSES, DELIGHT AND TRUTH KEPT COMING INTO THE WORD THROUGH YESHŪ' MESSIAH. NO MAN HATH SEEN GOD AT ANY TIME; AN ONLY-BEGOTTEN <GOD>, WHO IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, HE DICTATED.) 
AFTERWORD
[bookmark: page_130_fr_1][bookmark: page_132_fr_1][bookmark: page_134_fr_1]THE LEGEND-LIKE MANDÆAN TRADITION CONCERNING THE PERSON OF JOHN AND THE DISTINCTIVE GNOSTIC TYPE OF DOCTRINE WHICH IT ASSOCIATES WITH HIM COULD BY NO MEANS HAVE BEEN DEDUCED FROM, OR EXPANDED OUT OF, THE BARE EXTERNAL HISTORICAL FACTS REPORTED BY THE CLASSICAL JOSEPHUS; IT DIFFERS MOREOVER IN MANY WAYS FROM THE MORE DETAILED STORY OF THE GOSPELS AND THEIR PERSPECTIVE OF HIS DOCTRINAL AND PROPHETICAL ACTIVITY. AS TO THE GRAPHIC PICTURE OF THE GOSPELS, WHICH SUGGESTS THE SUDDEN ARISING OF A SOLITARY WILD FIGURE UNCONNECTED WITH ANY COMMUNITY OR ORDER, A FEATURE SO STRONGLY STRESSED ALSO BY THE SLAVONIC JOSEPHUS, THE MANDÆAN HANDING-ON IS COMPLETELY SILENT. IT GIVES NO HINT OF ANY PECULIARITY OF THIS NATURE IN JOHN'S DRESS, MUCH LESS OF ANY UNCOUTHNESS IN HIS APPEARANCE; INDEED, THOUGH IT MAKES NO STATEMENT, IT WOULD LEAD US TO INFER THAT JOHN WAS CLAD IN WHITE, AND IN ALL OTHER RESPECTS PRESENTED LITTLE OF THE WILD FEATURES OF A DESERT-BRED, SKIN-CLAD EREMITE. THE CLASSICAL JOSEPHUS IS ALSO SILENT ON THIS POPULAR TRAIT. THAT JOHN WAS A PROPHET, ALL THESE ACCOUNTS ARE AGREED; THAT HE BAPTIZED, ALL ARE AGREED. THAT HE SUFFERED A MARTYR'S DEATH, JOSEPHUS AND THE GOSPELS ARE AGREED; BUT STRANGE TO SAY, THE MANDÆAN TRADITION HAS NOT A WORD ON SO IMPORTANT AND TRAGICAL AN EVENT. IT IS DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE THAT THE MANDÆAN NAZŌRÆANS COULD HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF THE WAY IN WHICH THEIR GREAT PROPHET MET HIS END; FOR HAD THEY BELIEVED HE WAS NOT EXECUTED BY ANTIPAS, THEY WOULD IN ALL PROBABILITY HAVE CONTRADICTED IN THEIR OWN FASHION THE REPORT OF THE JEWS AND CHRISTIANS IN THIS RESPECT. THIS OMISSION OF ALL REFERENCE TO THE DEATH OF JOHN WOULD BE INCOMPREHENSIBLE, DID WE NOT REFLECT IN THE FIRST PLACE THAT NO ATTEMPT IS MADE IN THE EXISTING MANDÆAN DOCUMENTS TO GIVE ANYTHING THAT COULD BE CALLED A 'LIFE' OF JOHN, AND CONJECTURE IN THE SECOND THAT IN ALL PROBABILITY NOTHING OF DOCTRINAL IMPORTANCE WAS ATTACHED TO THE WAY OF HIS ENDING AS IT WAS IN THE CASE OF JESUS. IT IS OF COURSE SUPPOSABLE THAT THERE MAY HAVE BEEN AT ONE TIME DOCUMENTS OF GREATER DETAIL AND MORE HISTORICAL VALUE RELATING TO JOHN, WHICH HAVE SINCE FALLEN INTO OBLIVION OWING TO THE FOCUSING OF INTEREST ON THE MORE PLASTIC MATERIAL OF PSYCHICAL LEGEND AND MYSTICAL REVERIE; BUT CONJECTURE CANNOT RESTORE THEM. THOUGH IN THE PRESENT RESTRICTED EXPOSITION NO ATTEMPT IS MADE TO TREAT THE COMPARATIVE SIDE OF THE SUBJECT, OWING TO THE REGRETTABLE FACT THAT WE ARE STILL WITHOUT THE SCIENTIFIC TRANSLATION OF THE MAIN AND OLDEST DEPOSIT OF THE MANDÆAN SCRIPTURES, IT MAY BE NOTED THAT THERE ARE FRAGMENTARY TRADITIONS ON OTHER LINES THAT WOULD MAKE BOTH DOSITHEUS AND SIMON THE MAGIAN DISCIPLES OF JOHN. NOW DOSITHEUS (DOUSIS OR DOSTHAI) WAS THE PRECURSOR OF SIMON; AND THE LATTER WAS HELD BY THE HERESIOLOGICAL CHURCH FATHERS TO BE THE FONS ET ORIGO OF GNOSTICISM, WHICH HE CERTAINLY WAS NOT, BUT ONLY ONE OF MANY OF THE TIME WITH ALREADY A LONG HEREDITY BEHIND THEM. IT IS TO BE FURTHER NOTED THAT THE DISTINCTIVE SIMONIAN SCHOOL OR TRADITION, WHICH WAS IN NO SENSE CHRISTIAN, CONTINUED AT LEAST WELL ON INTO THE THIRD CENTURY, AND THAT THE DOSITHEANS, WHO WERE EQUALLY NON-CHRISTIANS, ARE KNOWN OF AS BEING NUMEROUS EVEN IN THE SIXTH CENTURY. BY THE RUMOR THAT THESE GNOSTIC TEACHERS WERE 'DISCIPLES OF JOHN' WE MUST UNDERSTAND IN GENERAL, I BELIEVE, THAT THERE WAS SIMPLY IN SOME RESPECTS, SIMILARITY OF DOCTRINE BETWEEN THEM. THESE DOSTHAI-SIMON LEGENDS AND REPORTS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH EARLY EBIONITE CONTROVERSIES (UNDERLYING THE PSEUDO-CLEMENTINE ROMANCES), AND THE DOCTRINES INVOLVED IN THEM LINK UP WITH SIMILAR NOTIONS FOUND IN THE WIDE-SPREAD PRE-CHRISTIAN SYNCRETISM’S, AND EVEN UNIVERSALIZING ATTEMPTS, OF MANY KINDS OF SAVING-CULTS OF BOTH A POPULAR AND RESTRICTED APOCALYPTIC AND GNOSTICAL CHARACTER, COMMON TO SUCH PLAINLY DISTINGUISHABLE TYPES AS THE PERSIAN, CHALDAEAN, AND ARAMAEAN RELIGIOUS COMPLEXES OF THE EARLY HELLELLISTIC PERIOD. THE MASS OF DETAILED RESEARCH WORK WHICH HAS BEEN DONE CHIEFLY IN THE LAST GENERATION ON BABYLONIAN, IRANIAN, SYRIAN, ARAMAEAN, EGYPTIAN AND EAST MEDITERRANEAN RELIGIOUS ENDEAVORS, WHETHER HELLENISTICALLY TINGED OR OTHERWISE, WHICH FLOURISHED SO LUXURIOUSLY DURING THE THREE CENTURIES BEFORE OUR ERA AND CONTINUED TO DO SO IN THEIR VARIOUS WAYS FOR THE FOLLOWING THREE CENTURIES AND SOME OF THEM FAR LATER, IS BEGINNING TO MAKE AN IMPRESSION OUTSIDE THE RANKS OF THE SPECIALISTS, AND COMPELLING THE ATTENTION OF THE GENERAL HISTORIAN. IT IS COMING TO BE SEEN THAT THE UNPREJUDICED EVALUATION OF THESE MANY ENDEAVORS AND MOVEMENTS AND THE GETTING OF THEM INTO A PROPER PERSPECTIVE CONSTITUTE AN INDISPENSABLE TASK FOR THOSE WHO WOULD TRACE THE RELIGIOUS FEATURES, PHASES AND FORTUNES OF 'WORLD HISTORY' IN THE MAIN MOMENTS OF ITS DEVELOPMENT, AND ESPECIALLY THOSE OF THEM WHICH MOST STRONGLY INFLUENCED WESTERN CULTURE IN ITS LATER FORMATIVE PERIODS. WE HAVE RECENTLY HAD PRESENTED TO US AN ARRESTING, IF PROVOCATIVE, ATTEMPT OF THIS KIND IN OSWALD SPENGLER'S DOWNFALL OF THE WEST. ITS TWO STOUT VOLUMES OF SOME 1,200 PAGES HAVE BEEN VERY WIDELY READ IN GERMANY AND BY KNOWERS OF GERMAN, AND THE WORK HAS BEEN MUCH DISCUSSED AND CRITICIZED. FOR NATURALLY SPECIALISTS AND AUTHORITIES CANNOT EASILY BROOK THE INCURSIONS INTO THEIR DISTINCTIVE TERRITORIES OF A FREE LANCE WITH A KNACK OF, OR EVEN GENIUS FOR, RECOGNIZING UNDERLYING SIMILAR TENDENCIES WHERE PREVIOUSLY FOR THE MOST PART THE MORE SUPERFICIAL DISTINCTIONS HAVE BEEN STRESSED INTO FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCES. IT IS TRUE THAT WHERE SO WIDE A FIELD IS SURVEYED, IT IS NOT DIFFICULT TO CATCH UP SUCH AN HISTORICAL INNOVATOR ON NUMEROUS POINTS OF DETAIL, BUT ON THE OTHER HAND HIS METHOD CERTAINLY DOES AT TIMES ENABLE THE READER TO FIX HIS ATTENTION ON THE WOOD RATHER THAN ON THE TREES AND ON THE GREAT RIVERS RATHER THAN ON THE STREAMLETS. WE DO NOT, PERHAPS NATURALLY ENOUGH, SEE EYE TO EYE WITH SPENGLER THROUGHOUT, BUT HERE WE ARE NOT CONSIDERING HIS WORK AS A WHOLE. HE IS REFERRED TO BECAUSE HE IS THE FIRST GENERAL HISTORIAN AND PHILOSOPHER OF HISTORY WHO HAS BROUGHT THE MANDÆANS INTO THE PICTURE; AND IN THIS HE SEEMS, IN OUR JUDGMENT, TO HAVE GOT THEM INTO A TOLERABLY PROPER PERSPECTIVE. IT MAY BE MENTIONED ALSO THAT IT WAS ONLY AFTER THE WHOLE OF THE PRECEDING MATTER HAD BEEN WRITTEN THAT I READ SPENGLER'S WORK, AND THAT FOR MANY YEARS I HAVE BEEN REGARDING THE PHENOMENA OF PRE-CHRISTIAN GNOSTICISM AND ALLIED MOVEMENTS FROM MORE OR LESS THE SAME ANGLE. IT MAY THEN BE OF INTEREST TO REPRODUCE SPENGLER'S BOLDLY SKETCHED PICTURE OF THE CONDITIONS IN WHICH THE HEREDITY OF THE PRE-CHRISTIAN GNOSIS IS TO BE SOUGHT AND OF THE APOCALYPTIC ESCHATOLOGICAL EXPECTATIONS AND HOPES OF SALVATION THAT PRECEDED THE BIRTH OF CHRISTIANITY. "WHAT LAY IN THE PROPHETICAL RELIGIONS (PERSIAN, CHALDAEAN, JEWISH) AS A PRESAGE OR PRESENTIMENT, WHAT AT THE TIME OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT EMERGED IN METAPHYSICAL OUTLINES, WAS NOW BROUGHT TO COMPLETION. AND THIS COMPLETION AROUSED IN TREMENDOUS STRENGTH THE PRIMITIVE FEELING OF NERVOUS DREAD. IT PERTAINS TO THE LAST MYSTERIES OF HUMANITY AND OF FREE-MOVING LIFE IN GENERAL THAT THE BIRTH OF THE I AND THE BIRTH OF WORLD-DREAD ARE ONE AND THE SAME; THAT A MACROCOSM IS SPREAD OUT BEFORE A MICROCOSM, VAST, OVERWHELMING, AN ABYSS OF FOREIGN, LIGHT-SHOT BEING AND ACTIVITY THAT MAKES THE TINY, SOLITARY SELF SHRINK BACK TIMOROUSLY INTO ITSELF. SUCH FEAR OF THEIR OWN CONSCIOUSNESS AS FROM TIME TO TIME SUDDENLY OVERWHELMS CHILDREN, IS EXPERIENCED AGAIN BY NO GROWN-UP EVEN IN THE DARKEST HOURS OF HIS LIFE. THIS DEADLY FEAR, HOWEVER, OPPRESSED THE DAWNING OF THE NEW CULTURE. IN THIS MORN OF THE 'MAGIC' WORLD-CONSCIOUSNESS, THAT WAS FAINT-HEARTED, UNCERTAIN, OBSCURE ABOUT ITSELF, A NEW GLANCE WAS TAKEN AT THE NEAR END OF THE WORLD. THIS IS THE FIRST THOUGHT WITH WHICH UP TO NOW EVERY CULTURE HAS COME TO CONSCIOUSNESS OF ITSELF. A DOWNPOUR OF REVELATIONS, WONDERS AND PEERING’S INTO THE PRIMORDIAL GROUND OF THINGS SWAMPED EVERY DEEPER MIND. THEY THOUGHT, THEY LIVED, ONLY IN APOCALYPTIC IMAGES. REALITY BECAME APPEARANCE. STRANGE AND AWESOME SIGHTS WERE RECOUNTED FROM ONE TO ANOTHER, READ OUT OF CONFUSED AND OBSCURE SCRIPTURES AND AT ONCE SEIZED ON WITH IMMEDIATE INNER CERTAINTY. FROM ONE COMMUNITY TO ANOTHER, FROM VILLAGE TO VILLAGE, WANDERED SUCH WRITINGS, OF WHICH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY THAT THEY BELONGED TO ANY ONE SINGLE RELIGION. THEY ARE PERSIAN, CHALDAEAN, JEWISH IN COLORING; BUT THEY HAVE ALL TAKEN UP WHAT WAS AT THAT TIME CIRCULATING IN MEN'S MINDS. THE CANONICAL BOOKS ARE NATIONAL; THE APOCALYPTIC ARE INTERNATIONAL AND LITERALLY SO. THEY COME INTO EXISTENCE WITHOUT ANY APPEARING TO BE THEIR AUTHORS. THEIR CONTENTS MINGLE AND MELT TOGETHER; THEY READ TO-DAY ONE WAY AND TO-MORROW ANOTHER. BUT THEY ARE ANYTHING BUT POËSY, FICTION (DICHTUNG). THEY ARE LIKE THE FEARSOME FIGURES ROUND THE DOORS OF THE ROMANCE CATHEDRALS IN FRANCE, WHICH ALSO ARE NO 'ART,' BUT DREAD TURNED INTO STONE. EVERY MAN KNEW THESE ANGELS AND DEMONS, THESE HEAVEN-ASCENDING AND HELL-DESCENDING NUMINOUS BEINGS, THE PRIMAL MAN OR SECOND ADAM, THE MESSENGER OF GOD, THE SAVIOR OF THE LAST DAY, THE SON OF MAN, THE ETERNAL CITY AND THE FINAL JUDGMENT. IN THE FOREIGN CITIES AND IN THE HIGH-SEATS OF THE POWERFUL PERSIAN AND JEWISH PRIESTHOOD THERE HAD TO BE A CONCEPTUAL FIXATION OF DISTINCTIVE DOCTRINES; BUT HERE DOWN AMONG THE FOLK THERE WAS HARDLY ANY PARTICULAR RELIGION, BUT RATHER A GENERAL 'MAGIC' RELIGIOSITY WHICH FILLED ALL SOULS AND FASTENED UPON SIGHTS AND SHAPES OF EVERY CONCEIVABLE ORIGIN. THE LAST DAY HAD DRAWN NIGH. THEY EXPECTED IT. THEY KNEW THAT 'HE' MUST NOW BE MANIFESTED, 'HE' OF WHOM ALL REVELATIONS SPOKE. PROPHETS AROSE. PEOPLE BANDED TOGETHER INTO EVER NEW ASSOCIATIONS AND CIRCLES IN THE CONVICTION OF HAVING NOW COME TO BETTER KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR NATIVE RELIGION OR OF HAVING FOUND THE TRUE ONE. IN THIS PERIOD OF TREMENDOUS AND YEARLY INCREASING TENSION, IN THE YEARS HARD BY THE BIRTH OF JESUS, ALONGSIDE NUMEROUS OTHER COMMUNITIES AND SECTS AROSE THE MANDÆAN RELIGION OF SALVATION. OF ITS FOUNDER OR ORIGIN, WE ARE IN IGNORANCE. IN SPITE OF ITS DETESTATION OF THE JUDAISM OF JERUSALEM AND ITS MARKED PREDILECTION FOR PERSIAN SETTINGS OF THE NOTION OF SALVATION, IT NEVERTHELESS SEEMS TO HAVE STOOD VERY NEAR THE POPULAR BELIEF OF SYRIAN JEWRY. OF ITS MARVEL-FILLED SCRIPTURES ONE PIECE AFTER ANOTHER NOW COMES TO LIGHT. 'HE' IS EVERYWHERE, THE SON OF MAN, THE SAVIOR SENT INTO THE DEEP, WHO MUST HIMSELF BE SAVED, THE GOAL OF THE EXPECTATION. IN THE JOHN-BOOK THE FATHER RAISED ON HIGH IN THE HOUSE OF PERFECTION, SURROUNDED WITH LIGHT, SPEAKS TO HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON: MY SON, BE FOR ME AN ENVOY, GO UNTO THE WORLD OF THE DARKNESS, IN WHICH IS NO LIGHT-RAY. THE SON CRIES ON HIGH: FATHER OF GREATNESS, WHAT SIN HAVE I DONE THAT THOU HAST SENT ME INTO THE DEEP? AND AT THE END: WITHOUT FAULTS I ASCENDED, AND FAULT AND DEFECT WERE NOT IN ME. "ALL THE TRAITS OF THE GREAT PROPHETICAL RELIGIONS AND THE WHOLE TREASURY OF THE DEEPEST INSIGHTS AND FIGURES WHICH HAVE SINCE BEEN ASSEMBLED IN APOCALYPTIC, LIE HERE AT THE BOTTOM IN COMMON. BUT OF 'ANTIQUE' (? = HELLENIC) THINKING AND FEELING NOT A BREATH HAS PENETRATED INTO THIS UNDERWORLD OF THE 'MAGIC.' THE BEGINNINGS OF THE NEW RELIGION ARE, IT MAY WELL BE, FOR EVER LOST TO MEMORY. BUT ONE HISTORICAL FIGURE OF MANDAISM COMES ON TO THE STAGE WITH ARRESTING CLEARNESS, TRAGICAL IN ITS STRIVING AND ENDING, LIKE JESUS HIMSELF: IT IS JOHN THE BAPTIZER. SCARCE STILL BELONGING TO JEWRY, AND FILLED WITH STRONG DETESTATION...OF THE SPIRIT OF JERUSALEM, HE PROCLAIMS THE END OF THE WORLD AND THE COMING OF THE BARNASHA, THE SON OF MAN, WHO IS NO LONGER THE PROMISED NATIONAL MESSIAH OF THE JEWS, BUT THE BRINGER OF THE WORLD-CONFLAGRATION. TO HIM WENT JESUS AND BECAME ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES. JESUS WAS THIRTY YEARS OLD WHEN THE AWAKENING CAME UPON HIM. THE APOCALYPTIC AND IN PARTICULAR THE MANDÆAN THOUGHT-WORLD FROM NOW ON FILLED HIS WHOLE CONSCIOUSNESS. THE OTHER WORLD OF HISTORIC REALITY LAY ROUND HIM AS IN SEEMING ONLY, STRANGE AND UNMEANING. THAT 'HE' WILL NOW COME AND PUT AN END TO THIS SO UNREAL REALITY, WAS JESUS' GREAT CERTAINTY, AND FOR THIS CERTAINTY HE CAME FORWARD AS ANNOUNCER LIKE JOHN, HIS TEACHER. THE OLDEST GOSPEL-ACCOUNTS TAKEN INTO THE NEW TESTAMENT STILL LET SOME GLIMMER OF THIS PERIOD SHINE THROUGH IN WHICH HE WAS IN HIS CONSCIOUSNESS NO MORE THAN A PROPHET." IT WAS LATER THAT THE CONVICTION CAME UPON HIM: THOU ART THYSELF 'HE.' THIS IS A BOLDLY SKETCHED OUTLINE BRINGING INTO SPECIAL PROMINENCE THE DOMINANT ESCHATOLOGICAL FEATURE OF THE PICTURE, BUT WITH NO INDICATIONS OF THE PARTICULAR MANDÆAN COLORING OR SHADING THAT MUST BE USED IN THE COMPLETED CANVAS. FOR THIS, HOWEVER, WE CANNOT REPROACH SPENGLER, SEEING THAT WE FIND OURSELVES COMPELLED TO REFRAIN FROM ANY SUCH ATTEMPT. AND THE REASON FOR THIS ABSTENTION IS QUITE SIMPLE. LIDZBARSKI'S SUBSTANTIVE AND SCIENTIFIC TRANSLATION OF THE JOHN-BOOK AND LITURGIES ENABLES THE STUDENT AT FIRST-HAND TO BECOME SO EXHAUSTIVELY ACQUAINTED WITH THIS PART OF THE MATERIAL, THAT MUCH IN IT READS DIFFERENTLY, AND THE WHOLE ATMOSPHERE SAVORS DIFFERENTLY FROM THE GENERAL IMPRESSION PRODUCED EVEN BY THE MOST ATTENTIVE PERUSAL OF BRANDT'S PRAISEWORTHY AND PAINSTAKING PIONEER LABORS. IT SEEMS THEREFORE NATURALLY TO FOLLOW THAT, WHEN WE GET THE FULL TRANSLATION OF THE REMAINING AND EARLIEST DEPOSIT, THE GENZĀ, FROM LIDZBARSKI, AND CAN THEN SURVEY THE WHOLE OF ITS MATTER IN DETAIL, AND SO REVIEW IN THEIR NATIVE SETTINGS AND CONTEXTS THE SELECTED FEATURES OF IT SKETCHED BY BRANDT AND IN RELIANCE ON HIM UTILIZED BY BOUSSET AND REITZENSTEIN, FOR INSTANCE, WE SHALL BE ENABLED TO APPRECIATE THE WHOLE TRADITION MORE UNDERSTANDABLY AND ANALYZE IT MORE ACCURATELY. WE SHALL THEN BE IN A POSITION TO TRACE, FOR INSTANCE, THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEANING ATTACHED TO THE FIGURE OF THE VICTOR AND OF THE FORMULA 'THE MAN WHO HAS COME HITHER,' AND ALSO THE MODIFICATIONS OF ESCHATOLOGICAL NOTIONS WITHIN THE MANDÆAN SCHEME OF REFERENCE AND MUCH ELSE. MEANTIME IT IS ALREADY EVIDENT THAT THE MANDÆAN NAZŌRÆAN TRADITION PRESERVES TRACES OF DOCTRINE AND ENDEAVOR AND OTHER FEATURES OF VERY GREAT VALUE FOR RECOVERING LONG-LOST INDICATIONS OF ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT BACKGROUNDS OF CHRISTIAN ORIGINS AND OF A SUBSEQUENT PARALLEL DEVELOPMENT OF RELIGIOUS FAITH. IN ANY CASE THE STUDY OF THE MANDÆAN DOCUMENTS CANNOT FAIL TO COME TO THE FRONT AS AN INDISPENSABLE TASK IN THE ELUCIDATION OF THE CHARACTERISTIC GNOSIS AS AN INTEGRAL AND WIDELY-DIFFUSED FACTOR IN THE GENERAL HISTORY OF RELIGION IN THE CRITICAL CENTURIES IN THE NEAR EAST AND MEDITERRANEAN WEST BEFORE AND AFTER THE BEGINNINGS OF THE PRESENT ERA. AND THIS STUDY, WERE IT NECESSARY WHERE SO MUCH SIMILAR RECENT RESEARCH HAS ALREADY MADE IT CERTAIN ON ALL HANDS, GIVES THE FINAL DEATH-BLOW TO THE OLD MISLEADING VIEW THAT GNOSTICISM WAS OF INTEREST SOLELY AS A CHRISTIAN HERESY, AND WAS TO BE EVALUATED AS SUCH AND COMFORTABLY DISPOSED OF IN THE GOOD OLD CAVALIER PATRISTIC FASHION. IT IS PLEASANT TO THINK THAT NEW LIGHT WILL BE THROWN, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, ON OUR SUBJECT BY A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT STUDIES WHICH ARE IN HAND OR WHICH HAVE BEEN ALREADY MADE PUBLIC IN LECTURE-FORM. AMONG THEM MAY BE MENTIONED THE LECTURES ON MANICHÆISM BY PROF. F. CRAWFORD BURKITT AND THE LONG-EXPECTED WORK ON THE SAME RELIGION BY THE VETERAN IRANIST PROF. J. WILLIAMS JACKSON, AND ALSO THE ARRESTING SCHWEICH LECTURES OF THIS YEAR ON THE SAMARITANS BY DR. MOSES GASTER, WHOSE RESEARCHES INTO THEIR LITTLE-KNOWN LITERATURE, BASED ON HIS UNIQUE AND FAMOUS COLLECTION OF MSS. THAT HAS JUST BEEN ACQUIRED BY THE BRITISH MUSEUM, OPEN UP QUITE NEW VISTAS OF O.T. STUDY AND ALSO SUPPLY INDICATIONS OF A NEW AND HITHERTO UNSUSPECTED BACKGROUND THAT MAY BE BROUGHT INTO LINE WITH MANDÆANISM AND HENCE WITH GENERAL CHRISTIAN ORIGINS. 
MANDAEAN FRAGMENTS
THE MESSENGER OF LIGHT CREATES THE WAY OF SALVATION
I PREPARED A PATH FOR THE GOOD ONES 
AND MADE A GATEWAY FOR THE WORLD.
A GATEWAY FOR THE WORLD I MADE 
AND ERECTED A THRONE IN IT.
A THRONE FOR THE GOOD ONES I ERECTED 
AND SET UP A LIGHT BESIDE IT.
A LIGHT I SET UP BESIDE IT, 
WHICH IS COMPLETELY PERFECT.
AND A WATCH-TOWER FOR THE SONS OF PERFECTION I ERECTED,
IN THE PLACE WHERE THEY LIVE AND ARE WITHOUT DEFICIENCY.
I SET UP THRONES FOR THEM 
AND PRESENTED THEM WITH MAGNIFICENT ROBES.
I ESTABLISHED THE JORDAN OF THE GREAT LIFE 
AND APPOINTED GUARDIANS OVER IT,
WHO WERE RICH AND WITHOUT DEFICIENCY.
I SET UP A THRONE FOR THE LORD OF THE RADIANT BEINGS
AND ERECTED A LIGHT BEFORE IT.
A LIGHT, WHICH I ERECTED,
WHICH WAS COMPLETELY PERFECT.
WITH ILLUMINATION AND PRAISE, 
WITH WHAT THE LIFE HAD CAUSED ME TO HEAR, 
WITH ILLUMINATION AND PRAISE 
I AROSE AND WENT TO THE HOUSE OF THE MIGHTY LIFE.
IN THE JOY THAT I FELT, 
I REPORTED TO THE MIGHTY LIFE.
THE MIGHTY LIFE REJOICED AND WAS GLAD,
HE WAS OVERJOYED WITH ME.
THE LIFE THANKED ME 
AND GAVE ME MORE GLORY THAN I HAD BEFORE.
HE SPOKE TO ME: 
KUSTA PRESERVE YOU, GOOD ONE, 
AND PRESERVE THE WORD THAT YOU HAVE SPOKEN.
THE LIFE SPOKE IN HIS JOY TO THE UTHRAS AND SAID: 
PRAISE THE STRENGTH OF THE MAN,
WHO HEALED THE WATER THROUGH THE FIRE.
PRAISE THE STRENGTH OF THE MAN,
AGAINST WHOM THE FIRE SINNED NOT.
THE FIRE DID NOT SIN AGAINST HIM;
THE UTHRA SHONE IN ITS BRIGHTNESS.
IN ITS BRIGHTNESS THE UTHRA SHONE
AND PREPARED A PATH FOR THE PERFECT ONES.
FOR THE PERFECT ONES HE PREPARED A PATH
AND GRANTED SALVATION TO THE PERFECT ONES.
SALVATION HE GRANTED TO THE PERFECT ONES 
AND REMEMBERED THEIR NAMES IN THE HOUSE OF THE MIGHTY LIFE. 
ADAM'S DELIVERANCE - A MANDAEAN HYMN
IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIFE
THE SUBLIME LIGHT BE GLORIFIED.
FROM THE PLACE OF LIGHT, I HAVE COME FORTH,
FROM YOU, EVERLASTING DWELLING-PLACE
FROM THE PLACE OF LIGHT I HAVE COME FORTH,
AND AN UTHRA FROM THE HOUSE OF LIFE ACCOMPANIED ME.
THE UTHRA WHO ACCOMPANIED ME FROM THE HOUSE OF THE GREAT LIFE 
HELD A STAFF OF LIVING WATER IN HIS HAND.
THE STAFF WHICH HE HELD IN HIS HAND 
WAS COMPLETELY FULL OF LEAVES.
HE GAVE ME ITS BRANCHES, 
OF WHICH THE RITUAL BOOKS AND PRAYERS WERE FULL.
THEN HE GAVE ME MORE OF THEM, 
AND THEN MY SUFFERING HEART WAS HEALED.
MY SUFFERING HEART WAS HEALED 
AND MY WORLD-SHY SOUL FOUND PEACE.
ADAM'S BAPTISM - FROM THE GINZA
THE PLANETS STAND THERE,
THEY ARE BOUND BY FETTERS AND SAY:
WHEN ADAM FLED FROM US 
OUR WATCH-HOUSES WERE DESTROYED.
WHEN ADAM ROSE FROM US,
OUR RADIANCE WAS SOON TAKEN AWAY.
HE ROSE UP AND ASCENDED TO THE HOUSE OF LIFE; 
THEY, THE UTHRAS, WASHED HIM IN THE JORDAN AND PROTECTED HIM.
THEY WASHED HIM AND PROTECTED HIM IN THE JORDAN; 
THEY PLACED THEIR RIGHT HAND ON HIM.
THEY BAPTIZED HIM WITH THEIR BAPTISM 
AND STRENGTHENED HIM WITH THEIR PURE WORDS.
THE SOUL'S DELIVERANCE
HAIL TO YOU, HAIL TO YOU, SOUL,
FOR YOU HAVE DEPARTED FROM THE WORLD.
YOU HAVE LEFT CORRUPTION BEHIND 
AND THE STINKING BODY IN WHICH YOU FOUND YOURSELF,
THE ABODE, THE ABODE OF THE WICKED, 
THE PLACE WHICH IS ALL SIN, 
THE WORLD OF DARKNESS,
OF HATRED, ENVY, AND STRIFE,
THE ABODE IN WHICH THE PLANETS LIVE,
BRINGING SORROWS AND INFIRMITIES;
THEY BRING SORROWS AND INFIRMITIES,
AND EVERY DAY THEY CAUSE UNREST.
RISE UP, RISE UP, SOUL,
ASCEND TO YOUR FIRST EARTH.
TO YOUR FIRST EARTH, ASCEND, 
TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH YOU WERE TRANSPLANTED,
TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH YOU WERE TRANSPLANTED,
TO THE FINE ABODE OF THE UTHRAS.
BESTIR YOURSELF, PUT ON YOUR GARMENT OF RADIANCE
AND PUT ON YOUR RESPLENDENT WREATH.
SIT ON YOUR THRONE OF RADIANCE,
WHICH THE LIFE SET UP FOR YOU IN THE PLACE OF LIGHT.
RISE UP, INHABIT THE SKINAS,
AMONG THE UTHRAS, YOUR BROTHERS.
AS YOU HAVE LEARNT, PRONOUNCE THE BLESSING 
OVER YOUR FIRST FATHER`S HOUSE.
AND CURSE THIS PLACE
THE HOUSE OF YOUR EARTHLY GUARDIAN.
FOR THE YEARS THAT YOU SPENT IN IT,
THE SEVEN WERE YOUR ENEMIES,
THE SEVEN WERE YOUR ENEMIES.
YOUR ENEMIES WERE THE SEVEN,
AND THE TWELVE WERE YOUR PERSECUTORS.
BLISS AND PEACE
BLISS AND PEACE THERE SHALL BE
ON THE ROAD WHICH ADAM BUILT WELL.
BLISS AND PEACE THERE SHALL BE
ON THE ROAD WHICH THE SOUL TAKES.
GO, SOUL, IN VICTORY
TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH YOU WERE TRANSPLANTED,
THE PLACE OF JOY,
IN WHICH THE FACE SHINES.
THE FACE SHINES IN IT, 
THE FORM IS ILLUMINED AND DOES NOT GROW DIM.
THE SOUL HAS LOOSENED ITS CHAINS 
AND BROKEN ITS FETTERS.
IT SHED ITS BODILY COAT,
THEN IT TURNED ABOUT, SAW IT, AND SHUDDERED.
THE CALL OF THE SOUL IS THE CALL OF LIFE
WHICH DEPARTS FROM THE BODY OF REFUSE.
THE SOUL IN ITS COAT OF ALL COLORS - FROM THE GINZA
THE SOUL, THE SOUL SPEAKS:
WHO CAST ME INTO THE TIBIL, THE EARTH,
WHO CAST ME INTO THE TIBIL, THE EARTH,
WHO CHAINED ME IN THE WALL?
WHO CAST ME INTO THE STOCKS,
WHICH MATCHES THE FULLNESS OF THE WORLD?
WHO THREW A CHAIN ROUND ME,
THAT IS WITHOUT MEASURE?
WHO CLOTHED ME IN A COAT 
OF ALL COLORS AND KINDS?
WRAPPED IN SLEEP
I AM WRAPPED AND SLEEP
IN A GARMENT IN WHICH THERE IS NO DEFECT.
IN A GARMENT IN WHICH THERE IS NO DEFECT,
WHICH HAS NOTHING MISSING OR LACKING.
THE LIFE KNEW ABOUT ME, 
ADAM, WHO SLEPT AWOKE.
HE THE HELPER TOOK ME BY THE PALM OF MY RIGHT HAND
AND GAVE A PALM-BRANCH INTO MY HAND.
THE LIGHT CAST ME INTO THE DARKNESS,
AND THE DARKNESS FILLED WITH LIGHT.
ON THE DAY WHEN LIGHT ARISES,
DARKNESS WILL RETURN TO ITS PLACE.
HE APPROACHED THE CLOUDS OF LIGHT,
AND HIS COURSE WAS SET TO THE PLACE OF LIGHT.
THE SONG OF ASCENT
I FLY AND PROCEED THITHER,
UNTIL I REACH THE WATCH-HOUSE OF THE SUN.
I CRY: "WHO WILL GUIDE ME PAST THE WATCH-HOUSE OF SÃMÏS?"
"YOUR REWARD, YOUR WORKS, YOUR ALMS, AND YOUR GOODNESS 
WILL GUIDE YOU PAST THE WATCH-HOUSE OF SÃMÏS."
HOW GREATLY I REJOICE, 
HOW GREATLY MY HEART REJOICES.
HOW MUCH I LOOK FORWARD
TO THE DAY WHEN MY STRUGGLE IS OVER,
TO THE DAY WHEN MY STRUGGLE IS OVER
AND MY COURSE IS SET TOWARDS THE PLACE OF LIFE.
I HASTEN AND PROCEED THITHER,
UNTIL I REACH THE WATCH-HOUSE OF THE MOON.
WHEN I ARRIVED AT THE WATER-BROOKS, 
A DISCHARGE OF RADIANCE MET ME.
IT TOOK ME BY THE PALM OF MY RIGHT HAND
AND BROUGHT ME OVER THE STREAMS.
RADIANCE WAS BROUGHT AND I WAS CLOTHED IN IT,
LIGHT WAS BROUGHT AND I WAS WRAPPED IN IT.
THE LIFE SUPPORTED THE LIFE...
SON OF THE GOOD ONES,
SHOW ME THE WAY TO THE UTHRAS
AND THE ASCENT UPON WHICH YOUR FATHER
ROSE UP TO THE PLACE OF LIGHT.
INSTRUCTION OF ADAM BY AN UTHRA
DO NOT SLUMBER AND SLEEP,
AND FORGET NOT WHAT YOUR LORD COMMANDED YOU.
BE NO SON OF THE HOUSE, THE WORLD,
AND BE NOT NAMED AS A GUILTY PERSON IN THE TIBIL.
LOVE NOT FRAGRANT WREATHS,
AND HAVE NO LIKING FOR A SEDUCTIVE WOMAN.
LOVE NOT PLEASANT ODORS, 
AND DO NOT NEGLECT THE NIGHT PRAYER.
LOVE NOT TREACHEROUS SPIRITS 
AND SEDUCTIVE COURTESANS.
LOVE NOT LUST, AND LYING PHANTOMS.
DRINK NOT AND DO NOT BECOME INTOXICATED,
AND DO NOT FORGET YOUR LORD IN YOUR THOUGHTS.
IN YOUR COMING IN AND YOUR GOING OUT
BE CAREFUL NOT TO FORGET YOUR LORD.
IN YOUR COMING AND GOING
BE CAREFUL NOT TO FORGET YOUR LORD.
IN YOUR SITTING AND YOUR STANDING 
BE CAREFUL NOT TO FORGET YOUR LORD.
IN YOUR RESTING AND YOUR LYING DOWN
BE CAREFUL NOT TO FORGET YOUR LORD.
DO NOT SAY; I AM A FIRSTBORN SON,
IN EVERYTHING THAT I DO I AM PROOF AGAINST FOLLY.
ADAM, LOOK UPON THE WORLD
WHICH IS A COMPLETELY UNREAL THING.
IT IS, AN UNREAL THING,
IN WHICH YOU CAN PUT NO TRUST.
OTHER CHRISTIAN APOCRYPHA TEXTS
ACTS OF THE HOLY APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN
ABOUT HIS EXILE AND DEPARTURE. 
WHEN AGRIPPA, WHOM, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS PLOTTING AGAINST PEACE, THEY STONED AND PUT TO DEATH, WAS KING OF THE JEWS, VESPASIAN CÆSAR, COMING WITH A GREAT ARMY, INVESTED JERUSALEM; AND SOME PRISONERS OF WAR HE TOOK AND SLEW, OTHERS HE DESTROYED BY FAMINE IN THE SIEGE, AND MOST HE BANISHED, AND AT LENGTH SCATTERED UP AND DOWN. AND HAVING DESTROYED THE TEMPLE, AND PUT THE HOLY VESSELS ON BOARD A SHIP, HE SENT THEM TO ROME, TO MAKE FOR HIMSELF A TEMPLE OF PEACE, AND ADORNED IT WITH THE SPOILS OF WAR. AND WHEN VESPASIAN WAS DEAD, HIS SON DOMITIAN, HAVING GOT POSSESSION OF THE KINGDOM, ALONG WITH HIS OTHER WRONGFUL ACTS, SET HIMSELF ALSO TO MAKE A PERSECUTION AGAINST THE RIGHTEOUS MEN. FOR, HAVING LEARNED THAT THE CITY WAS FILLED WITH JEWS, REMEMBERING THE ORDERS GIVEN BY HIS FATHER ABOUT THEM, HE PURPOSED CASTING THEM ALL OUT OF THE CITY OF THE ROMANS. AND SOME OF THE JEWS TOOK COURAGE, AND GAVE DOMITIAN A BOOK, IN WHICH WAS WRITTEN AS FOLLOWS: O DOMITIAN, CÆSAR AND KING OF ALL THE WORLD, AS MANY OF US AS ARE JEWS ENTREAT THEE, AS SUPPLIANTS WE BESEECH OF THY POWER NOT TO BANISH US FROM THY DIVINE AND BENIGNANT COUNTENANCE; FOR WE ARE OBEDIENT TO THEE, AND THE CUSTOMS, AND LAWS, AND PRACTICES, AND POLICY, DOING WRONG IN NOTHING, BUT BEING OF THE SAME MIND WITH THE ROMANS. BUT THERE IS A NEW AND STRANGE NATION, NEITHER AGREEING WITH OTHER NATIONS NOR CONSENTING TO THE RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES OF THE JEWS, UNCIRCUMCISED, INHUMAN, LAWLESS, SUBVERTING WHOLE HOUSES, PROCLAIMING A MAN AS GOD, ALL ASSEMBLING TOGETHER [2435] UNDER A STRANGE NAME, THAT OF CHRISTIAN. THESE MEN REJECT GOD, PAYING NO HEED TO THE LAW GIVEN BY HIM, AND PROCLAIM TO BE THE SON OF GOD A MAN BORN OF OURSELVES, JESUS BY NAME, WHOSE PARENTS AND BROTHERS AND ALL HIS FAMILY HAVE BEEN CONNECTED WITH THE HEBREWS; WHOM ON ACCOUNT OF HIS GREAT BLASPHEMY AND HIS WICKED FOOLERIES WE GAVE UP TO THE CROSS. AND THEY ADD ANOTHER BLASPHEMOUS LIE TO THEIR FIRST ONE: HIM THAT WAS NAILED UP AND BURIED, THEY GLORIFY AS HAVING RISEN FROM THE DEAD; AND, MORE THAN THIS, THEY FALSELY ASSERT THAT HE HAS BEEN TAKEN UP BY [2436] CLOUDS INTO THE HEAVENS. AT ALL THIS THE KING, BEING AFFECTED WITH RAGE, ORDERED THE SENATE TO PUBLISH A DECREE THAT THEY SHOULD PUT TO DEATH ALL WHO CONFESSED THEMSELVES TO BE CHRISTIANS. THOSE, THEN, WHO WERE FOUND IN THE TIME OF HIS RAGE, AND WHO REAPED THE FRUIT OF PATIENCE, AND WERE CROWNED IN THE TRIUMPHANT CONTEST AGAINST THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL, RECEIVED THE REPOSE OF INCORRUPTION. AND THE FAME OF THE TEACHING OF JOHN WAS SPREAD ABROAD IN ROME; AND IT CAME TO THE EARS OF DOMITIAN THAT THERE WAS A CERTAIN HEBREW IN EPHESUS, JOHN BY NAME, WHO SPREAD A REPORT ABOUT THE SEAT OF EMPIRE OF THE ROMANS, SAYING THAT IT WOULD QUICKLY BE ROOTED OUT, AND THAT THE KINGDOM OF THE ROMANS WOULD BE GIVEN OVER TO ANOTHER. AND DOMITIAN, TROUBLED BY WHAT WAS SAID, SENT A CENTURION WITH SOLDIERS TO SEIZE JOHN, AND BRING HIM. AND HAVING GONE TO EPHESUS, THEY ASKED WHERE JOHN 54ED. AND HAVING COME UP TO HIS GATE, THEY FOUND HIM STANDING BEFORE THE DOOR; AND, THINKING THAT HE WAS THE PORTER, THEY INQUIRED OF HIM WHERE JOHN 54ED. AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID: I AM HE. AND THEY, DESPISING HIS COMMON, AND LOW, AND POOR APPEARANCE, WERE FILLED WITH THREATS, AND SAID: TELL US THE TRUTH. AND WHEN HE DECLARED AGAIN THAT HE WAS THE MAN THEY SOUGHT, THE NEIGHBOURS MOREOVER BEARING WITNESS TO IT, THEY SAID THAT HE WAS TO GO WITH THEM AT ONCE TO THE KING IN ROME. AND, URGING THEM TO TAKE PROVISIONS FOR THE JOURNEY, HE TURNED AND TOOK A FEW DATES, AND STRAIGHTWAY WENT FORTH. AND THE SOLDIERS, HAVING TAKEN THE PUBLIC CONVEYANCES, TRAVELLED FAST, HAVING SEATED HIM IN THE MIDST OF THEM. AND WHEN THEY CAME TO THE FIRST CHANGE, IT BEING THE HOUR OF BREAKFAST, THEY ENTREATED HIM TO BE OF GOOD COURAGE, AND TO TAKE BREAD, AND EAT WITH THEM. AND JOHN SAID: I REJOICE IN SOUL INDEED, BUT IN THE MEANTIME, I DO NOT WISH TO TAKE ANY FOOD. AND THEY STARTED, AND WERE CARRIED ALONG QUICKLY. AND WHEN IT WAS EVENING, THEY STOPPED AT A CERTAIN INN; AND AS, BESIDES, IT WAS THE HOUR OF SUPPER, THE CENTURION AND THE SOLDIERS BEING MOST KINDLY DISPOSED, ENTREATED JOHN TO MAKE USE OF WHAT WAS SET BEFORE THEM. BUT HE SAID THAT HE WAS VERY TIRED, AND IN WANT OF SLEEP MORE THAN ANY FOOD. AND AS HE DID THIS EACH DAY, ALL THE SOLDIERS WERE STRUCK WITH AMAZEMENT, AND WERE AFRAID LEST JOHN SHOULD DIE, AND INVOLVE THEM IN DANGER. BUT THE HOLY SPIRIT SHOWED HIM TO THEM AS MORE CHEERFUL. AND ON THE SEVENTH DAY, IT BEING THE LORD'S DAY, HE SAID TO THEM: NOW IT IS TIME FOR ME ALSO TO PARTAKE OF FOOD. AND HAVING WASHED HIS HANDS AND FACE, HE PRAYED, AND BROUGHT OUT THE LINEN CLOTH, AND TOOK ONE OF THE DATES, AND ATE IT IN THE SIGHT OF ALL. AND WHEN THEY HAD RIDDEN A LONG TIME THEY CAME TO THE END OF THEIR JOURNEY, JOHN THUS FASTING. AND THEY BROUGHT HIM BEFORE THE KING, AND SAID: WORSHIPFUL KING, WE BRING TO THEE JOHN, A GOD, NOT A MAN; FOR, FROM THE HOUR IN WHICH WE APPREHENDED HIM, TO THE PRESENT, HE HAS NOT TASTED BREAD. AT THIS DOMITIAN BEING AMAZED, STRETCHED OUT HIS MOUTH ON ACCOUNT OF THE WONDER, WISHING TO SALUTE HIM WITH A KISS; BUT JOHN BENT DOWN HIS HEAD, AND KISSED HIS BREAST. AND DOMITIAN SAID: WHY HAST THOU DONE THIS? DIDST THOU NOT THINK ME WORTHY TO KISS THEE? AND JOHN SAID TO HIM: IT IS RIGHT TO ADORE THE HAND OF GOD FIRST OF ALL, AND IN THIS WAY TO KISS THE MOUTH OF THE KING; FOR IT IS WRITTEN IN THE HOLY BOOKS, THE HEART OF A KING IS IN THE HAND OF GOD. [2437] AND THE KING SAID TO HIM: ART THOU JOHN, WHO SAID THAT MY KINGDOM WOULD SPEEDILY BE UPROOTED, AND THAT ANOTHER KING, JESUS, WAS GOING TO REIGN INSTEAD OF ME? AND JOHN ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM: THOU ALSO SHALT REIGN FOR MANY YEARS GIVEN THEE BY GOD, AND AFTER THEE VERY MANY OTHERS; AND WHEN THE TIMES OF THE THINGS UPON EARTH HAVE BEEN FULFILLED, OUT OF HEAVEN SHALL COME A KING, ETERNAL, TRUE, JUDGE OF LIVING AND DEAD, TO WHOM EVERY NATION AND TRIBE SHALL CONFESS, THROUGH WHOM EVERY EARTHLY POWER AND DOMINION SHALL BE BROUGHT TO NOTHING, AND EVERY MOUTH SPEAKING GREAT THINGS SHALL BE SHUT. THIS IS THE MIGHTY LORD AND KING OF EVERYTHING THAT HATH BREATH AND FLESH, [2438] THE WORD AND SON OF THE LIVING ONE, WHO IS JESUS CHRIST. AT THIS DOMITIAN SAID TO HIM: WHAT IS THE PROOF OF THESE THINGS? I AM NOT PERSUADED BY WORDS ONLY; WORDS ARE A SIGHT OF THE UNSEEN. [2439] WHAT CANST THOU SHOW IN EARTH OR HEAVEN BY THE POWER OF HIM WHO IS DESTINED TO REIGN, AS THOU SAYEST? FOR HE WILL DO IT, IF HE IS THE SON OF GOD. AND IMMEDIATELY JOHN ASKED FOR A DEADLY POISON. AND THE KING HAVING ORDERED POISON TO BE GIVEN TO HIM, THEY BROUGHT IT ON THE INSTANT. JOHN THEREFORE, HAVING TAKEN IT, PUT IT INTO A LARGE CUP, AND FILLED IT WITH WATER, AND MIXED IT, AND CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND SAID: IN THY NAME, JESUS CHRIST, SON OF GOD, I DRINK THE CUP WHICH THOU WILT SWEETEN; AND THE POISON IN IT DO THOU MINGLE WITH THY HOLY SPIRIT, AND MAKE IT BECOME A DRAUGHT OF LIFE AND SALVATION, FOR THE HEALING OF SOUL AND BODY, FOR DIGESTION AND HARMLESS ASSIMILATION, FOR FAITH NOT TO BE REPENTED OF, FOR AN UNDENIABLE TESTIMONY OF DEATH AS THE CUP OF THANKSGIVING. [2440] AND WHEN HE HAD DRUNK THE CUP, THOSE STANDING BESIDE DOMITIAN EXPECTED THAT HE WAS GOING TO FALL TO THE GROUND IN CONVULSIONS. AND WHEN JOHN STOOD, CHEERFUL, AND TALKED WITH THEM SAFE, DOMITIAN WAS ENRAGED AGAINST THOSE WHO HAD GIVEN THE POISON, AS HAVING SPARED JOHN. BUT THEY SWORE BY THE FORTUNE AND HEALTH OF THE KING, AND SAID THAT THERE COULD NOT BE A STRONGER POISON THAN THIS. AND JOHN, UNDERSTANDING WHAT THEY WERE WHISPERING TO ONE ANOTHER, SAID TO THE KING: DO NOT TAKE IT ILL, O KING, BUT LET A TRIAL BE MADE, [2441] AND THOU SHALT LEARN THE POWER OF THE POISON. MAKE SOME CONDEMNED CRIMINAL BE BROUGHT FROM THE PRISON. AND WHEN HE HAD COME, JOHN PUT WATER INTO THE CUP, AND SWIRLED IT ROUND, AND GAVE IT WITH ALL THE DREGS TO THE CONDEMNED CRIMINAL. AND HE, HAVING TAKEN IT AND DRUNK, IMMEDIATELY FELL DOWN AND DIED. AND WHEN ALL WONDERED AT THE SIGNS THAT HAD BEEN DONE, AND WHEN DOMITIAN HAD RETIRED AND GONE TO HIS PALACE, JOHN SAID TO HIM: O DOMITIAN, KING OF THE ROMANS, DIDST THOU CONTRIVE THIS, THAT, THOU BEING PRESENT AND BEARING WITNESS, I MIGHT TO-DAY BECOME A MURDERER? WHAT IS TO BE DONE ABOUT THE DEAD BODY WHICH IS LYING? AND HE ORDERED IT TO BE TAKEN AND THROWN AWAY. BUT JOHN, GOING UP TO THE DEAD BODY, SAID: O GOD, MAKER OF THE HEAVENS, LORD AND MASTER OF ANGELS, OF GLORIES, OF POWERS, IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST, THINE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, GIVE TO THIS MAN WHO HAS DIED FOR THIS OCCASION A RENEWAL OF LIFE, AND RESTORE HIM HIS SOUL, THAT DOMITIAN MAY LEARN THAT THE WORD IS MUCH MORE POWERFUL THAN POISON, AND IS THE RULER OF LIFE. AND HAVING TAKEN HIM BY THE HAND, HE RAISED HIM UP ALIVE. AND WHEN ALL WERE GLORIFYING GOD, AND WONDERING AT THE FAITH OF JOHN, DOMITIAN SAID TO HIM: I HAVE PUT FORTH A DECREE OF THE SENATE, THAT ALL SUCH PERSONS SHOULD BE SUMMARILY DEALT WITH, WITHOUT TRIAL; BUT SINCE I FIND FROM THEE THAT THEY ARE INNOCENT, AND THAT THEIR RELIGION IS RATHER BENEFICIAL, I BANISH THEE TO AN ISLAND, THAT I MAY NOT SEEM MYSELF TO DO AWAY WITH MY OWN DECREES. HE ASKED THEN THAT THE CONDEMNED CRIMINAL SHOULD BE LET GO; AND WHEN HE WAS LET GO, JOHN SAID: DEPART, GIVE THANKS TO GOD, WHO HAS THIS DAY DELIVERED THEE FROM PRISON AND FROM DEATH. AND WHILE THEY WERE STANDING, A CERTAIN HOME-BORN SLAVE OF DOMITIAN'S, OF THOSE IN THE BED-CHAMBER, WAS SUDDENLY SEIZED BY THE UNCLEAN DEMON, AND LAY DEAD; AND WORD WAS BROUGHT TO THE KING. AND THE KING WAS MOVED, AND ENTREATED JOHN TO HELP HER. AND JOHN SAID: IT IS NOT IN MAN TO DO THIS; BUT SINCE THOU KNOWEST HOW TO REIGN, BUT DOST NOT KNOW FROM WHOM THOU HAST RECEIVED IT, LEARN WHO HAS THE POWER OVER BOTH THEE AND THY KINGDOM. AND HE PRAYED THUS: O LORD, THE GOD OF EVERY KINGDOM, AND MASTER OF EVERY CREATURE, GIVE TO THIS MAIDEN THE BREATH OF LIFE. AND HAVING PRAYED, HE RAISED HER UP. AND DOMITIAN, ASTONISHED AT ALL THE WONDERS, SENT HIM AWAY TO AN ISLAND, APPOINTING FOR HIM A SET TIME. AND STRAIGHTWAY JOHN SAILED TO PATMOS, WHERE ALSO HE WAS DEEMED WORTHY TO SEE THE REVELATION OF THE END. AND WHEN DOMITIAN WAS DEAD, NERVA SUCCEEDED TO THE KINGDOM, AND RECALLED ALL WHO HAD BEEN BANISHED; AND HAVING KEPT THE KINGDOM FOR A YEAR, HE MADE TRAJAN HIS SUCCESSOR IN THE KINGDOM. AND WHEN HE WAS KING OVER THE ROMANS, JOHN WENT TO EPHESUS, AND REGULATED ALL THE TEACHING OF THE CHURCH, HOLDING MANY CONFERENCES, AND REMINDING THEM OF WHAT THE LORD HAD SAID TO THEM, AND WHAT DUTY HE HAD ASSIGNED TO EACH. AND WHEN HE WAS OLD AND CHANGED, HE ORDERED POLYCARP TO BE BISHOP OVER THE CHURCH. AND WHAT LIKE HIS END WAS, OR HIS DEPARTURE FROM MEN, WHO CANNOT GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF? FOR ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, WHICH WAS THE LORD'S DAY, AND IN THE PRESENCE OF THE BRETHREN, HE BEGAN TO SAY TO THEM: BRETHREN, AND FELLOW-SERVANTS, AND CO-HEIRS, AND COPARTNERS OF THE KINGDOM OF THE LORD, KNOW THE LORD WHAT MIRACLES HE HATH SHOWN YOU THROUGH ME, WHAT WONDERS, WHAT CURES, WHAT SIGNS, WHAT GRACIOUS GIFTS, TEACHINGS, RULINGS, RESTS, SERVICES, GLORIES, GRACES, GIFTS, FAITHS, COMMUNIONS; HOW MANY THINGS YOU HAVE SEEN WITH YOUR EYES, THAT EAR HATH NOT HEARD. BE STRONG, THEREFORE, IN HIM, REMEMBERING HIM IN ALL YOUR DOINGS, KNOWING THE MYSTERY OF THE DISPENSATION THAT HAS COME TO MEN, FOR THE SAKE OF WHICH THE LORD HAS WORKED. HE THEN, THROUGH ME, EXHORTS YOU: BRETHREN, I WISH TO REMAIN WITHOUT GRIEF, WITHOUT INSULT, WITHOUT TREACHERY, WITHOUT PUNISHMENT. FOR HE ALSO KNOWS INSULT FROM YOU, HE KNOWS ALSO DISHONOUR, HE KNOWS ALSO TREACHERY, HE KNOWS ALSO PUNISHMENT FROM THOSE THAT DISOBEY HIS COMMANDMENTS. LET NOT THEREFORE OUR GOD BE GRIEVED, THE GOOD, THE COMPASSIONATE, THE MERCIFUL, THE HOLY, THE PURE, THE UNDEFILED, THE ONLY, THE ONE, THE IMMUTABLE, THE SINCERE, THE GUILELESS, THE SLOW TO ANGER, HE THAT IS HIGHER AND MORE EXALTED THAN EVERY NAME THAT WE SPEAK OR THINK OF—OUR GOD, JESUS CHRIST. LET HIM REJOICE ALONG WITH US BECAUSE WE CONDUCT OURSELVES WELL; LET HIM BE GLAD BECAUSE WE LIVE IN PURITY; LET HIM REST BECAUSE WE BEHAVE REVERENTLY; LET HIM BE PLEASED BECAUSE WE LIVE IN FELLOWSHIP; LET HIM SMILE BECAUSE WE ARE SOBER-MINDED; LET HIM BE DELIGHTED BECAUSE WE LOVE. THESE THINGS, BRETHREN, I COMMUNICATE TO YOU, PRESSING ON TO THE WORK SET BEFORE ME, ALREADY PERFECTED FOR ME BY THE LORD. FOR WHAT ELSE HAVE I TO SAY TO YOU? KEEP THE SURETIES OF YOUR GOD; KEEP HIS PRESENCE, THAT SHALL NOT BE TAKEN AWAY FROM YOU. AND IF THEN YE SIN NO MORE, HE WILL FORGIVE YOU WHAT YE HAVE DONE IN IGNORANCE; BUT IF, AFTER YE HAVE KNOWN HIM, AND HE HAS HAD COMPASSION UPON YOU, YOU RETURN TO THE LIKE COURSES, EVEN YOUR FORMER OFFENCES WILL BE LAID TO YOUR CHARGE, AND YE SHALL HAVE NO PORTION OR COMPASSION BEFORE HIS FACE. [2442] AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS TO THEM, HE THUS PRAYED: JESUS, WHO DIDST WREATHE THIS CROWN BY THY TWINING, WHO HAST INSERTED THESE MANY FLOWERS INTO THE EVERLASTING FLOWER OF THY COUNTENANCE, WHO HAST SOWN THESE WORDS AMONG THEM, BE THOU THYSELF THE PROTECTOR AND HEALER OF THY PEOPLE. THOU ALONE ART BENIGNANT AND NOT HAUGHTY, ALONE MERCIFUL AND KIND, ALONE A SAVIOUR, AND JUST; THOU WHO ALWAYS SEEST WHAT BELONGS TO ALL, AND ART IN ALL, AND EVERYWHERE PRESENT, GOD LORD JESUS CHRIST; WHO WITH THY GIFTS AND THY COMPASSION COVEREST THOSE THAT HOPE IN THEE; WHO KNOWEST INTIMATELY THOSE THAT EVERYWHERE SPEAK AGAINST US, AND BLASPHEME THY HOLY NAME, DO THOU ALONE, O LORD, HELP THY SERVANTS WITH THY WATCHFUL CARE. SO BE IT, LORD. AND HAVING ASKED BREAD, HE GAVE THANKS THUS, SAYING: WHAT PRAISE, OR WHAT SORT OF OFFERING, OR WHAT THANKSGIVING, SHALL WE, BREAKING THE BREAD, INVOKE, BUT THEE ONLY? WE GLORIFY THE NAME BY WHICH THOU HAST BEEN CALLED BY THE FATHER; WE GLORIFY THE NAME BY WHICH THOU HAST BEEN CALLED THROUGH THE SON; WE GLORIFY THE RESURRECTION WHICH HAS BEEN MANIFESTED TO US THROUGH THEE; OF THEE WE GLORIFY THE SEED, [2443] THE WORD, THE GRACE, THE TRUE PEARL, THE TREASURE, THE PLOUGH, THE NET, [2444] THE MAJESTY, THE DIADEM, HIM CALLED SON OF MAN FOR OUR SAKES, THE TRUTH, THE REST, THE KNOWLEDGE, THE FREEDOM, THE PLACE OF REFUGE IN THEE. FOR THOU ALONE ART LORD, THE ROOT OF IMMORTALITY, AND THE FOUNTAIN OF INCORRUPTION, AND THE SEAT OF THE AGES; THOU WHO HAST BEEN CALLED ALL THESE FOR OUR SAKES, THAT NOW WE, CALLING UPON THEE THROUGH THESE, MAY RECOGNISE THINE ILLIMITABLE MAJESTY, PRESENTED TO US BY THY PRESENCE, THAT CAN BE SEEN ONLY BY THE PURE, SEEN IN THINE ONLY SON. AND HAVING BROKEN THE BREAD, HE GAVE IT TO US, PRAYING FOR EACH OF THE BRETHREN, THAT HE MIGHT BE WORTHY OF THE EUCHARIST OF THE LORD. HE ALSO THEREFORE, HAVING LIKEWISE TASTED IT, SAID: TO ME ALSO LET THERE BE A PORTION WITH YOU, AND PEACE, O BELOVED. AND HAVING THUS SPOKEN, AND CONFIRMED THE BRETHREN, HE SAID TO EUTYCHES, ALSO NAMED VERUS: BEHOLD, I APPOINT THEE A MINISTER [2445] OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, AND I ENTRUST TO THEE THE FLOCK OF CHRIST. BE MINDFUL, THEREFORE, OF THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD; AND IF THOU SHOULDST FALL INTO TRIALS OR DANGERS, BE NOT AFRAID: FOR THOU SHALT FALL UNDER MANY TROUBLES, AND THOU SHALT BE SHOWN TO BE AN EMINENT WITNESS [2446] OF THE LORD. THUS, THEN, VERUS, ATTEND TO THE FLOCK AS A SERVANT OF GOD, UNTIL THE TIME APPOINTED FOR THY TESTIMONY. AND WHEN JOHN HAD SPOKEN THIS, AND MORE THAN THIS, HAVING ENTRUSTED TO HIM THE FLOCK OF CHRIST, HE SAYS TO HIM: TAKE SOME BRETHREN, WITH BASKETS AND VESSELS, AND FOLLOW ME. AND EUTYCHES, WITHOUT CONSIDERING, [2447] DID WHAT HE WAS BID. AND THE BLESSED JOHN HAVING GONE FORTH FROM THE HOUSE, WENT OUTSIDE OF THE GATES, HAVING TOLD THE MULTITUDE TO STAND OFF FROM HIM. AND HAVING COME TO THE TOMB OF ONE OF OUR BRETHREN, HE TOLD THEM TO DIG. AND THEY DUG. AND HE SAYS: LET THE TRENCH BE DEEPER. AND AS THEY DUG, HE CONVERSED WITH THOSE WHO HAD COME OUT OF THE HOUSE WITH HIM, BUILDING THEM UP, AND FURNISHING THEM THOROUGHLY INTO THE MAJESTY OF THE LORD. AND WHEN THE YOUNG MEN HAD FINISHED THE TRENCH, AS HE HAD WISHED, WHILE WE KNEW [2448] NOTHING, HE TAKES OFF THE CLOTHES HE HAD ON, AND THROWS THEM, AS IF THEY WERE SOME BEDDING, INTO THE DEPTH OF THE TRENCH; AND, STANDING IN ONLY HIS DRAWERS, [2449] STRETCHED FORTH HIS HANDS, AND PRAYED. O GOD, WHO HAST CHOSEN US FOR THE MISSION [2450] OF THE GENTILES, WHO HAST SENT US OUT INTO THE WORLD, WHO HAST DECLARED THYSELF THROUGH THE APOSTLES; WHO HAST NEVER RESTED, BUT ALWAYS SAVEST FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD; WHO HAST MADE THYSELF KNOWN THROUGH ALL NATURE; WHO HAST MADE OUR WILD AND SAVAGE NATURE QUIET AND PEACEABLE; WHO HAST GIVEN THYSELF TO IT WHEN THIRSTING AFTER KNOWLEDGE; [2451] WHO HAST PUT TO DEATH ITS ADVERSARY, WHEN IT TOOK REFUGE IN THEE; WHO HAST GIVEN IT THY HAND, AND RAISED IT FROM THE THINGS DONE IN HADES; WHO HAST SHOWN IT ITS OWN ENEMY; WHO HAST IN PURITY TURNED ITS THOUGHTS UPON THEE, O CHRIST JESUS, LORD OF THINGS IN HEAVEN, AND LAW OF THINGS ON EARTH, THE COURSE OF THINGS AERIAL, AND GUARDIAN OF THINGS ETHERIAL, THE FEAR OF THOSE UNDER THE EARTH, AND GRACE OF THINE OWN PEOPLE, RECEIVE ALSO THE SOUL OF THY JOHN, WHICH HAS BEEN CERTAINLY DEEMED WORTHY BY THEE, THOU WHO HAST PRESERVED ME ALSO TILL THE PRESENT HOUR PURE TO THYSELF, AND FREE FROM INTERCOURSE WITH WOMAN; WHO, WHEN I WISHED IN MY YOUTH TO MARRY, DIDST APPEAR TO ME, AND SAY, I AM IN NEED OF THEE, JOHN; WHO DIDST STRENGTHEN FOR ME BEFOREHAND MY BODILY WEAKNESS; WHO, WHEN A THIRD TIME I WISHED TO MARRY, DIDST SAY TO ME AT THE THIRD HOUR, IN THE SEA, JOHN, IF THOU WERT NOT MINE, I WOULD LET THEE MARRY; WHO HAST OPENED UP THE SIGHT OF MY MIND, AND HAST FAVOURED MY BODILY [2452] EYES; WHO, WHEN I WAS LOOKING ABOUT ME, DIDST CALL EVEN THE GAZING UPON A WOMAN HATEFUL; WHO DIDST DELIVER ME FROM TEMPORARY SHOW, AND PRESERVE ME FOR THAT WHICH ENDURETH FOR EVER; WHO DIDST SEPARATE ME FROM THE FILTHY MADNESS OF THE FLESH; WHO DIDST STOP UP [2453] THE SECRET DISEASE OF THE SOUL, AND CUT OUT ITS OPEN ACTIONS; WHO DIDST AFFLICT AND BANISH HIM WHO REBELLED IN ME; WHO DIDST ESTABLISH MY LOVE TO THEE SPOTLESS AND UNIMPAIRED; WHO DIDST GIVE ME UNDOUBTING FAITH IN THEE; WHO HAST DRAWN OUT FOR ME PURE THOUGHTS TOWARDS THEE; WHO HAST GIVEN ME THE DUE REWARD OF MY WORKS; WHO HAST SET IT IN MY SOUL TO HAVE NO OTHER POSSESSION THAN THEE ALONE: FOR WHAT IS MORE PRECIOUS THAN THOU? NOW, O LORD, WHEN I HAVE ACCOMPLISHED THY STEWARDSHIP WITH WHICH I WAS ENTRUSTED, MAKE ME WORTHY OF THY REPOSE, HAVING WROUGHT THAT WHICH IS PERFECT IN THEE, WHICH IS INEFFABLE SALVATION. AND AS I GO TO THEE, LET THE FIRE WITHDRAW, LET DARKNESS BE OVERCOME, LET THE FURNACE BE SLACKENED, LET GEHENNA BE EXTINGUISHED, LET THE ANGELS FOLLOW, LET THE DEMONS BE AFRAID, LET THE PRINCES BE BROKEN IN PIECES, LET THE POWERS OF DARKNESS FALL, LET THE PLACES ON THE RIGHT HAND STAND FIRM, LET THOSE ON THE LEFT ABIDE NOT, LET THE DEVIL BE MUZZLED, LET SATAN BE LAUGHED TO SCORN, LET HIS MADNESS BE TAMED, LET HIS WRATH BE BROKEN, LET HIS CHILDREN BE TRODDEN UNDER FOOT, AND LET ALL HIS ROOT BE UPROOTED; AND GRANT TO ME TO ACCOMPLISH THE JOURNEY TO THEE, NOT INSULTED, NOT DESPITEFULLY TREATED, AND TO RECEIVE WHAT THOU HAST PROMISED TO THOSE THAT LIVE IN PURITY, AND THAT HAVE LOVED A HOLY LIFE. AND GAZING TOWARDS HEAVEN, HE GLORIFIED GOD; AND HAVING SEALED HIMSELF ALTOGETHER, HE STOOD AND SAID TO US, PEACE AND GRACE BE WITH YOU, BRETHREN! AND SENT THE BRETHREN AWAY. AND WHEN THEY WENT ON THE MORROW, THEY DID NOT FIND HIM, BUT HIS SANDALS, AND A FOUNTAIN WELLING UP. AND AFTER THAT THEY REMEMBERED WHAT HAD BEEN SAID TO PETER BY THE LORD ABOUT HIM: FOR WHAT DOES IT CONCERN THEE IF I SHOULD WISH HIM TO REMAIN UNTIL I COME? [2454] AND THEY GLORIFIED GOD FOR THE MIRACLE THAT HAD HAPPENED. AND HAVING THUS BELIEVED, THEY RETIRED PRAISING AND BLESSING THE BENIGNANT GOD; BECAUSE TO HIM IS DUE GLORY NOW AND EVER, AND TO AGES OF AGES. AMEN.
THE ACTS AND MARTYRDOM OF THE HOLY APOSTLE ANDREW
THE ACTS OF ANDREW 
WHAT WE HAVE ALL, BOTH PRESBYTERS AND DEACONS OF THE CHURCHES OF ACHAIA, BEHELD WITH OUR EYES, WE HAVE WRITTEN TO ALL THE CHURCHES ESTABLISHED IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST JESUS, BOTH IN THE EAST AND WEST, NORTH AND SOUTH. PEACE TO YOU, AND TO ALL WHO BELIEVE IN ONE GOD, PERFECT TRINITY, TRUE FATHER UNBEGOTTEN, TRUE SON ONLY-BEGOTTEN, TRUE HOLY SPIRIT PROCEEDING FROM THE FATHER, AND ABIDING IN THE SON, IN ORDER THAT THERE MAY BE SHOWN ONE HOLY SPIRIT SUBSISTING IN THE FATHER AND SON IN PRECIOUS GODHEAD. THIS FAITH WE HAVE LEARNED FROM THE BLESSED ANDREW, THE APOSTLE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHOSE PASSION ALSO WE, HAVING SEEN IT SET FORTH BEFORE OUR EYES, HAVE NOT HESITATED TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF, ACCORDING TO THE DEGREE OF ABILITY WE HAVE. ACCORDINGLY THE PROCONSUL ÆGEATES, HAVING COME INTO THE CITY OF PATRAS, BEGAN TO COMPEL THOSE BELIEVING IN CHRIST TO WORSHIP THE IDOLS; TO WHOM THE BLESSED ANDREW, RUNNING UP, SAID: IT BEHOOVED YOU, BEING A JUDGE OF MEN, TO ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR JUDGE WHO IS IN THE HEAVEN, AND HAVING ACKNOWLEDGED HIM, TO WORSHIP HIM; AND WORSHIPPING HIM WHO IS THE TRUE GOD, TO TURN AWAY YOUR THOUGHTS FROM THOSE WHICH ARE NOT TRUE GODS. TO WHOM ÆGEATES SAID: ARE YOU ANDREW, WHO DESTROYEST THE TEMPLES OF THE GODS, AND PERSUADEST MEN ABOUT THE RELIGION WHICH, HAVING LATELY MADE ITS APPEARANCE, THE EMPERORS OF THE ROMANS HAVE GIVEN ORDERS TO SUPPRESS? THE BLESSED ANDREW SAID: THE EMPERORS OF THE ROMANS HAVE NEVER RECOGNISED THE TRUTH. AND THIS THE SON OF GOD, WHO CAME ON ACCOUNT OF THE SALVATION OF MEN, MANIFESTLY TEACHES— THAT THESE IDOLS ARE NOT ONLY NOT GODS, BUT ALSO MOST SHAMEFUL DEMONS, AND HOSTILE TO THE HUMAN RACE, TEACHING MEN TO OFFEND GOD, SO THAT, BY BEING OFFENDED, HE TURNS AWAY AND WILL NOT HEARKEN; THAT THEREFORE, BY HIS TURNING AWAY AND NOT HEARKENING, THEY MAY BE HELD CAPTIVE BY THE DEVIL; AND THAT THEY MIGHT WORK THEM TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT WHEN THEY GO OUT OF THE BODY THEY MAY BE FOUND DESERTED AND NAKED, CARRYING NOTHING WITH THEM BUT SINS. ÆGEATES SAID: THESE ARE SUPERFLUOUS AND VAIN WORDS: AS FOR YOUR JESUS, FOR PROCLAIMING THESE THINGS TO THE JEWS THEY NAILED HIM TO THE TREE OF THE CROSS. THE BLESSED ANDREW ANSWERING, SAID: OH, IF YOU WOULD RECOGNISE THE MYSTERY OF THE CROSS, WITH WHAT REASONABLE LOVE THE AUTHOR OF THE LIFE OF THE HUMAN RACE FOR OUR RESTORATION ENDURED THIS TREE OF THE CROSS, NOT UNWILLINGLY, BUT WILLINGLY! ÆGEATES SAID: SEEING THAT, BETRAYED BY HIS OWN DISCIPLE, AND SEIZED BY THE JEWS, HE WAS BROUGHT BEFORE THE PROCURATOR, AND ACCORDING TO THEIR REQUEST WAS NAILED UP BY THE PROCURATOR'S SOLDIERS, IN WHAT WAY DO YOU SAY THAT HE WILLINGLY ENDURED THE TREE OF THE CROSS? THE HOLY ANDREW SAID: FOR THIS REASON, I SAY WILLINGLY, SINCE I WAS WITH HIM WHEN HE WAS BETRAYED BY HIS DISCIPLE. FOR BEFORE HE WAS BETRAYED, HE SPOKE TO US TO THE EFFECT THAT HE SHOULD BE BETRAYED AND CRUCIFIED FOR THE SALVATION OF MEN, AND FORETOLD THAT HE SHOULD RISE AGAIN ON THE THIRD DAY. TO WHOM MY BROTHER PETER SAID, (MATTHEW 16:22) FAR BE IT FROM YOU, LORD; LET THIS BY NO MEANS BE. AND SO, BEING ANGRY, HE SAID TO PETER, GET BEHIND ME, SATAN; FOR YOU ARE NOT DISPOSED TO THE THINGS OF GOD. AND IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT MOST FULLY EXPLAIN THAT HE WILLINGLY UNDERWENT THE PASSION, HE SAID TO US, (JOHN 10:18) I HAVE POWER TO LAY DOWN MY LIFE, AND I HAVE POWER TO TAKE IT AGAIN. AND, LAST OF ALL, WHILE HE WAS SUPPING WITH US, HE SAID, (MATTHEW 26:21) ONE OF YOU WILL BETRAY ME. AT THESE WORDS, THEREFORE, ALL BECOMING EXCEEDINGLY GRIEVED, IN ORDER THAT THE SURMISE MIGHT BE FREE FROM DOUBT, HE MADE IT CLEAR, SAYING, TO WHOMSOEVER I SHALL GIVE THE PIECE OF BREAD OUT OF MY HAND, HE IT IS WHO BETRAYS ME. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE GAVE IT TO ONE OF OUR FELLOW DISCIPLES, AND GAVE AN ACCOUNT OF THINGS TO COME AS IF THEY WERE ALREADY PRESENT, HE SHOWED THAT HE WAS TO BE WILLINGLY BETRAYED. FOR NEITHER DID HE RUN AWAY, AND LEAVE HIS BETRAYER AT FAULT; BUT REMAINING IN THE PLACE IN WHICH HE KNEW THAT HE WAS, HE AWAITED HIM. ÆGEATES SAID: I WONDER THAT YOU, BEING A SENSIBLE MAN, SHOULD WISH TO UPHOLD HIM ON ANY TERMS WHATEVER; FOR, WHETHER WILLINGLY OR UNWILLINGLY, ALL THE SAME, YOU ADMIT THAT HE WAS FASTENED TO THE CROSS. THE BLESSED ANDREW SAID: THIS IS WHAT I SAID, IF NOW YOU APPREHEND, THAT GREAT IS THE MYSTERY OF THE CROSS, WHICH, IF YOU WISH, AS IS LIKELY, TO HEAR, ATTEND TO ME. ÆGEATES SAID: A MYSTERY IT CANNOT BE CALLED, BUT A PUNISHMENT. THE BLESSED ANDREW SAID: THIS PUNISHMENT IS THE MYSTERY OF MAN'S RESTORATION. IF YOU WILL LISTEN WITH ANY ATTENTION, YOU WILL PROVE IT. ÆGEATES SAID: I INDEED WILL HEAR PATIENTLY; BUT YOU, UNLESS YOU SUBMISSIVELY OBEY ME, SHALL RECEIVE THE MYSTERY OF THE CROSS IN YOURSELF. THE BLESSED ANDREW ANSWERED: IF I HAD BEEN AFRAID OF THE TREE OF THE CROSS, I SHOULD NOT HAVE PROCLAIMED THE GLORY OF THE CROSS. ÆGEATES SAID: YOUR SPEECH IS FOOLISH, BECAUSE YOU PROCLAIM THAT THE CROSS IS NOT A PUNISHMENT, AND THROUGH YOUR FOOLHARDINESS YOU ARE NOT AFRAID OF THE PUNISHMENT OF DEATH. THE HOLY ANDREW SAID: IT IS NOT THROUGH FOOLHARDINESS, BUT THROUGH FAITH, THAT I AM NOT AFRAID OF THE PUNISHMENT OF DEATH; FOR THE DEATH OF SINS IS HARD. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, I WISH YOU TO HEAR THE MYSTERY OF THE CROSS, IN ORDER THAT YOU PERHAPS, ACKNOWLEDGING IT, MAY BELIEVE, AND BELIEVING, MAY COME SOMEHOW OR OTHER TO THE RENEWING OF YOUR SOUL. ÆGEATES SAID: THAT WHICH IS SHOWN TO HAVE PERISHED IS FOR RENEWING. DO YOU MEAN THAT MY SOUL HAS PERISHED, THAT YOU MAKE ME COME TO THE RENEWING OF IT THROUGH THE FAITH, I KNOW NOT WHAT, OF WHICH YOU HAVE SPOKEN? THE BLESSED ANDREW ANSWERED: THIS IT IS WHICH I DESIRED TIME TO LEARN, WHICH ALSO I SHALL TEACH AND MAKE MANIFEST, THAT THOUGH THE SOULS OF MEN ARE DESTROYED, THEY SHALL BE RENEWED THROUGH THE MYSTERY OF THE CROSS. FOR THE FIRST MAN THROUGH THE TREE OF TRANSGRESSION BROUGHT IN DEATH; AND IT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE HUMAN RACE, THAT THROUGH THE SUFFERING OF THE TREE, DEATH, WHICH HAD COME INTO THE WORLD, SHOULD BE DRIVEN OUT. AND SINCE THE FIRST MAN, WHO BROUGHT DEATH INTO THE WORLD THROUGH THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE TREE, HAD BEEN PRODUCED FROM THE SPOTLESS EARTH, IT WAS NECESSARY THAT THE SON OF GOD SHOULD BE BEGOTTEN A PERFECT MAN FROM THE SPOTLESS VIRGIN, THAT HE SHOULD RESTORE ETERNAL LIFE, WHICH MEN HAD LOST THROUGH ADAM, AND SHOULD CUT OFF THE TREE OF CARNAL APPETITE THROUGH THE TREE OF THE CROSS. HANGING UPON THE CROSS, HE STRETCHED OUT HIS BLAMELESS HANDS FOR THE HANDS WHICH HAD BEEN INCONTINENTLY STRETCHED OUT; FOR THE MOST-SWEET FOOD OF THE FORBIDDEN TREE HE RECEIVED GALL FOR FOOD; AND TAKING OUR MORTALITY UPON HIMSELF, HE MADE A GIFT OF HIS IMMORTALITY TO US. ÆGEATES SAID: WITH THESE WORDS YOU SHALL BE ABLE TO LEAD AWAY THOSE WHO SHALL BELIEVE IN YOU; BUT UNLESS YOU HAVE COME TO GRANT ME THIS, THAT YOU OFFER SACRIFICES TO THE ALMIGHTY GODS, I SHALL ORDER YOU, AFTER HAVING BEEN SCOURGED, TO BE FASTENED TO THAT VERY CROSS WHICH YOU COMMEND. THE BLESSED ANDREW SAID: TO GOD ALMIGHTY, WHO ALONE IS TRUE, I BRING SACRIFICE DAY BY DAY; NOT THE SMOKE OF INCENSE, NOR THE FLESH OF BELLOWING BULLS, NOR THE BLOOD OF GOATS, BUT SACRIFICING A SPOTLESS LAMB DAY BY DAY ON THE ALTAR OF THE CROSS; AND THOUGH ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE FAITHFUL PARTAKE OF HIS BODY AND DRINK HIS BLOOD, THE LAMB THAT HAS BEEN SACRIFICED REMAINS AFTER THIS ENTIRE AND ALIVE. TRULY, THEREFORE, IS HE SACRIFICED, AND TRULY IS HIS BODY EATEN BY THE PEOPLE, AND HIS BLOOD IS LIKEWISE DRUNK; NEVERTHELESS, AS I HAVE SAID, HE REMAINS ENTIRE, AND SPOTLESS, AND ALIVE. ÆGEATES SAID: HOW CAN THIS BE? THE BLESSED ANDREW SAID: IF YOU WOULD KNOW, TAKE THE FORM OF A DISCIPLE, THAT YOU MAY LEARN WHAT YOU ARE INQUIRING AFTER. ÆGEATES SAID: I WILL EXACT OF YOU THROUGH TORTURES THE GIFT OF THIS KNOWLEDGE. THE BLESSED ANDREW DECLARED: I WONDER THAT YOU, BEING AN INTELLIGENT MAN, SHOULD FALL INTO THE FOLLY OF THINKING THAT YOU MAY BE ABLE TO PERSUADE ME, THROUGH YOUR TORTURES, TO DISCLOSE TO YOU THE SACRED THINGS OF GOD. YOU HAVE HEARD THE MYSTERY OF THE CROSS, YOU HAVE HEARD THE MYSTERY OF THE SACRIFICE. IF YOU BELIEVE IN CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, WHO WAS CRUCIFIED, I SHALL ALTOGETHER DISCLOSE TO YOU IN WHAT MANNER THE LAMB THAT HAS BEEN SLAIN MAY LIVE, AFTER HAVING BEEN SACRIFICED AND EATEN, REMAINING IN HIS KINGDOM ENTIRE AND SPOTLESS. ÆGEATES SAID: AND BY WHAT MEANS DOES THE LAMB REMAIN IN HIS KINGDOM AFTER HE HAS BEEN SLAIN AND EATEN BY ALL THE PEOPLE, AS YOU HAVE SAID? THE BLESSED ANDREW SAID: IF YOU BELIEVE WITH ALL YOUR HEART, YOU SHALL BE ABLE TO LEARN: BUT IF YOU BELIEVE NOT, YOU SHALL NOT BY ANY MEANS ATTAIN TO THE IDEA OF SUCH TRUTH. THEN ÆGEATES, ENRAGED, ORDERED HIM TO BE SHUT UP IN PRISON, WHERE, WHEN HE WAS SHUT UP, A MULTITUDE OF THE PEOPLE CAME TOGETHER TO HIM FROM ALMOST ALL THE PROVINCE, SO THAT THEY WISHED TO KILL ÆGEATES, AND BY BREAKING DOWN THE DOORS OF THE PRISON TO SET FREE THE BLESSED ANDREW THE APOSTLE. THEM THE BLESSED ANDREW ADMONISHED IN THESE WORDS, SAYING: DO NOT STIR UP THE PEACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST INTO SEDITIOUS AND DEVILISH UPROAR. FOR MY LORD, WHEN HE WAS BETRAYED, ENDURED IT WITH ALL PATIENCE; HE DID NOT STRIVE, HE DID NOT CRY OUT, NOR IN THE STREETS DID ANY ONE HEAR HIM CRYING OUT. (MATTHEW 12:19) THEREFORE DO YE ALSO KEEP SILENCE, QUIETNESS, AND PEACE; AND HINDER NOT MY MARTYRDOM, BUT RATHER GET YOURSELVES ALSO READY BEFOREHAND AS ATHLETES TO THE LORD, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY OVERCOME THREATENINGS BY A SOUL THAT HAS NO FEAR OF MAN, AND THAT YOU MAY GET THE BETTER OF INJURIES THROUGH THE ENDURANCE OF THE BODY. FOR THIS TEMPORARY FALL IS NOT TO BE FEARED; BUT THAT SHOULD BE FEARED WHICH HAS NO END. THE FEAR OF MEN, THEN, IS LIKE SMOKE WHICH, WHILE IT IS RAISED AND GATHERED TOGETHER, DISAPPEARS. AND THOSE TORMENTS OUGHT TO BE FEARED WHICH NEVER HAVE AN END. FOR THESE TORMENTS, WHICH HAPPEN TO BE SOMEWHAT LIGHT, ANY ONE CAN BEAR; BUT IF THEY ARE HEAVY, THEY SOON DESTROY LIFE. BUT THOSE TORMENTS ARE EVERLASTING, WHERE THERE ARE DAILY WEEPINGS, AND MOURNINGS, AND LAMENTATIONS, AND NEVER-ENDING TORTURE, TO WHICH THE PROCONSUL ÆGEATES IS NOT AFRAID TO GO. BE THEREFORE RATHER PREPARED FOR THIS, THAT THROUGH TEMPORARY AFFLICTIONS YE MAY ATTAIN TO EVERLASTING REST, AND MAY FLOURISH FOR EVER, AND REIGN WITH CHRIST. (2 CORINTHIANS 4:17) THE HOLY APOSTLE ANDREW HAVING ADMONISHED THE PEOPLE WITH THESE AND SUCH LIKE WORDS THROUGH THE WHOLE NIGHT, WHEN THE LIGHT OF DAY DAWNED, ÆGEATES HAVING SENT FOR HIM, ORDERED THE BLESSED ANDREW TO BE BROUGHT TO HIM; AND HAVING SAT DOWN UPON THE TRIBUNAL, HE SAID: I HAVE THOUGHT THAT YOU, BY YOUR REFLECTION DURING THE NIGHT, HAST TURNED AWAY YOUR THOUGHTS FROM FOLLY, AND GIVEN UP YOUR COMMENDATION OF CHRIST THAT YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO BE WITH US, AND NOT THROW AWAY THE PLEASURES OF LIFE; FOR IT IS FOLLY TO COME FOR ANY PURPOSE TO THE SUFFERING OF THE CROSS, AND TO GIVE ONESELF UP TO MOST SHAMEFUL PUNISHMENTS AND BURNINGS. THE HOLY ANDREW ANSWERED: I SHALL BE ABLE TO HAVE JOY WITH YOU, IF YOU WILL BELIEVE IN CHRIST, AND THROW AWAY THE WORSHIP OF IDOLS; FOR CHRIST HAS SENT ME TO THIS PROVINCE, IN WHICH I HAVE ACQUIRED FOR CHRIST A PEOPLE NOT THE SMALLEST. ÆGEATES SAID: FOR THIS REASON, I COMPEL YOU TO MAKE A LIBATION, THAT THESE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN DECEIVED BY YOU MAY FORSAKE THE VANITY OF YOUR TEACHING, AND MAY THEMSELVES OFFER GRATEFUL LIBATIONS TO THE GODS; FOR NOT EVEN ONE CITY HAS REMAINED IN ACHAIA IN WHICH THEIR TEMPLES HAVE NOT BEEN FORSAKEN AND DESERTED. AND NOW, THROUGH YOU, LET THEM BE AGAIN RESTORED TO THE WORSHIP OF THE IMAGES, IN ORDER THAT THE GODS ALSO, WHO HAVE BEEN ENRAGED AGAINST YOU, BEING PLEASED BY THIS, MAY BRING IT ABOUT THAT YOU MAY RETURN TO THEIR FRIENDSHIP AND OURS. BUT IF NOT, YOU AWAIT VARIED TORTURES, ON ACCOUNT OF THE VENGEANCE OF THE GODS; AND AFTER THESE, FASTENED TO THE TREE OF THE CROSS WHICH YOU COMMEND, YOU SHALL DIE. THE HOLY ANDREW SAID: LISTEN, O SON OF DEATH AND CHAFF MADE READY FOR ETERNAL BURNINGS, (MATTHEW 3:12) TO ME, THE SERVANT OF GOD AND APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST. UNTIL NOW I HAVE CONVERSED WITH YOU KINDLY ABOUT THE PERFECTION OF THE FAITH, IN ORDER THAT YOU, RECEIVING THE EXPOSITION OF THE TRUTH, BEING MADE PERFECT AS ITS VINDICATOR, MIGHT DESPISE VAIN IDOLS, AND WORSHIP GOD, WHO IS IN THE HEAVENS; BUT SINCE YOU REMAIN IN THE SAME SHAMELESSNESS AT LAST, AND THINK ME TO BE AFRAID BECAUSE OF YOUR THREATS, BRING AGAINST ME WHATEVER MAY SEEM TO YOU GREATER IN THE WAY OF TORTURES. FOR THE MORE SHALL I BE WELL PLEASING TO MY KING, THE MORE I SHALL ENDURE IN TORTURES FOR THE CONFESSION OF HIS NAME. THEN THE PROCONSUL ÆGEATES, BEING ENRAGED, ORDERED THE APOSTLE OF CHRIST TO BE AFFLICTED BY TORTURES. BEING STRETCHED OUT, THEREFORE, BY SEVEN TIMES THREE SOLDIERS, AND BEATEN WITH VIOLENCE, HE WAS LIFTED UP AND BROUGHT BEFORE THE IMPIOUS ÆGEATES. AND HE SPOKE TO HIM THUS: LISTEN TO ME, ANDREW, AND WITHDRAW YOUR THOUGHTS FROM THE OUTPOURING OF YOUR BLOOD; BUT IF YOU WILL NOT HEARKEN TO ME, I SHALL CAUSE YOU TO PERISH ON THE TREE OF THE CROSS. THE HOLY ANDREW SAID: I AM A SLAVE OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST, AND I OUGHT RATHER TO PRAY TO ATTAIN TO THE TROPHY OF THE CROSS THAN TO BE AFRAID; BUT FOR YOU IS LAID UP ETERNAL TORMENT, WHICH, HOWEVER, YOU MAY ESCAPE AFTER YOU HAVE TESTED MY ENDURANCE, IF YOU WILL BELIEVE IN MY CHRIST. FOR I AM AFFLICTED ABOUT YOUR DESTRUCTION, AND I AM NOT DISTURBED ABOUT MY OWN SUFFERING. FOR MY SUFFERING TAKES UP A SPACE OF ONE DAY, OR TWO AT MOST; BUT YOUR TORMENT FOR ENDLESS AGES SHALL NEVER COME TO A CLOSE. WHEREFORE HENCEFORWARD CEASE FROM ADDING TO YOUR MISERIES, AND LIGHTING UP EVERLASTING FIRE FOR YOURSELF. ÆGEATES THEN BEING ENRAGED, ORDERED THE BLESSED ANDREW TO BE FASTENED TO THE CROSS. AND HE HAVING LEFT THEM ALL, GOES UP TO THE CROSS, AND SAYS TO IT WITH A CLEAR VOICE: REJOICE, O CROSS, WHICH HAS BEEN CONSECRATED BY THE BODY OF CHRIST, AND ADORNED BY HIS LIMBS AS IF WITH PEARLS. ASSUREDLY BEFORE MY LORD WENT UP ON YOU, YOU HAD MUCH EARTHLY FEAR; BUT NOW INVESTED WITH HEAVENLY LONGING, YOU ARE FITTED UP ACCORDING TO MY PRAYER. FOR I KNOW, FROM THOSE WHO BELIEVE, HOW MANY GRACES YOU HAVE IN HIM, HOW MANY GIFTS PREPARED BEFOREHAND. FREE FROM CARE, THEN, AND WITH JOY, I COME TO YOU, THAT YOU ALSO EXULTING MAY RECEIVE ME, THE DISCIPLE OF HIM THAT WAS HANGED UPON YOU; BECAUSE YOU HAVE BEEN ALWAYS FAITHFUL TO ME, AND I HAVE DESIRED TO EMBRACE YOU. O GOOD CROSS, WHICH HAST RECEIVED COMELINESS AND BEAUTY FROM THE LIMBS OF THE LORD; O MUCH LONGED FOR, AND EARNESTLY DESIRED, AND FERVENTLY SOUGHT AFTER, AND ALREADY PREPARED BEFOREHAND FOR MY SOUL LONGING FOR YOU, TAKE ME AWAY FROM MEN, AND RESTORE ME TO MY MASTER, IN ORDER THAT THROUGH YOU HE MAY ACCEPT ME WHO THROUGH YOU HAS REDEEMED ME. AND HAVING THUS SPOKEN, THE BLESSED ANDREW, STANDING ON THE GROUND, AND LOOKING EARNESTLY UPON THE CROSS, STRIPPED HIMSELF AND GAVE HIS CLOTHES TO THE EXECUTIONERS, HAVING URGED THE BRETHREN THAT THE EXECUTIONERS SHOULD COME AND DO WHAT HAD BEEN COMMANDED THEM; FOR THEY WERE STANDING AT SOME DISTANCE. AND THEY HAVING COME UP, LIFTED HIM ON THE CROSS; AND HAVING STRETCHED HIS BODY ACROSS WITH ROPES, THEY ONLY BOUND HIS FEET, BUT DID NOT SEVER HIS JOINTS, HAVING RECEIVED THIS ORDER FROM THE PROCONSUL: FOR HE WISHED HIM TO BE IN DISTRESS WHILE HANGING, AND IN THE NIGHT-TIME, AS HE WAS SUSPENDED, TO BE EATEN UP ALIVE BY DOGS. AND A GREAT MULTITUDE OF THE BRETHREN STOOD BY, NEARLY TWENTY THOUSAND; AND HAVING BEHELD THE EXECUTIONERS STANDING OFF, AND THAT THEY HAD DONE TO THE BLESSED ONE NOTHING OF WHAT THOSE WHO WERE HANGED UP SUFFER, THEY THOUGHT THAT THEY WOULD AGAIN HEAR SOMETHING FROM HIM; FOR ASSUREDLY, AS HE WAS HANGING, HE MOVED HIS HEAD SMILING. AND STRATOCLES INQUIRED OF HIM: WHY ARE YOU SMILING, ANDREW, SERVANT OF GOD? YOUR LAUGHTER MAKES US MOURN AND WEEP, BECAUSE WE ARE DEPRIVED OF YOU. AND THE BLESSED ANDREW ANSWERED HIM: SHALL I NOT LAUGH AT ALL, MY SON STRATOCLES, AT THE EMPTY STRATAGEM OF ÆGEATES, THROUGH WHICH HE THINKS TO TAKE VENGEANCE UPON US? WE HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH HIM AND HIS PLANS. HE CANNOT HEAR; FOR IF HE COULD, HE WOULD BE AWARE, HAVING LEARNED IT BY EXPERIENCE, THAT A MAN OF JESUS IS UNPUNISHED. AND HAVING THUS SPOKEN, HE DISCOURSED TO THEM ALL IN COMMON, FOR THE PEOPLE RAN TOGETHER ENRAGED AT THE UNJUST JUDGMENT OF ÆGEATES: YOU MEN STANDING BY ME, AND WOMEN, AND CHILDREN, AND ELDERS, BOND AND FREE, AND AS MANY AS WILL HEAR; I BESEECH YOU, FORSAKE ALL THIS LIFE, YOU WHO HAVE FOR MY SAKE ASSEMBLED HERE; AND HASTEN TO TAKE UPON YOU MY LIFE, WHICH LEADS TO HEAVENLY THINGS, AND ONCE FOR ALL DESPISE ALL TEMPORARY THINGS, CONFIRMING THE PURPOSES OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN CHRIST. AND HE EXHORTED THEM ALL, TEACHING THAT THE SUFFERINGS OF THIS TRANSITORY LIFE ARE NOT WORTHY TO BE COMPARED WITH THE FUTURE RECOMPENSE OF THE ETERNAL LIFE. AND THE MULTITUDE HEARING WHAT WAS SAID BY HIM, DID NOT STAND OFF FROM THE PLACE, AND THE BLESSED ANDREW CONTINUED THE RATHER TO SAY TO THEM MORE THAN HE HAD SPOKEN. AND SO MUCH WAS SAID BY HIM, THAT A SPACE OF THREE DAYS AND NIGHTS WAS TAKEN UP, AND NO ONE WAS TIRED AND WENT AWAY FROM HIM. AND WHEN ALSO ON THE FOURTH DAY THEY BEHELD HIS NOBLENESS, AND THE UNWEARIEDNESS OF HIS INTELLECT, AND THE MULTITUDE OF HIS WORDS, AND THE SERVICEABLENESS OF HIS EXHORTATIONS, AND THE STEADFASTNESS OF HIS SOUL, AND THE SOBRIETY OF HIS SPIRIT, AND THE FIXEDNESS OF HIS MIND, AND THE PERFECTION OF HIS REASON, THEY WERE ENRAGED AGAINST ÆGEATES; AND ALL WITH ONE ACCORD HASTENED TO THE TRIBUNAL, AND CRIED OUT AGAINST ÆGEATES, WHO WAS SITTING, SAYING: WHAT IS YOUR JUDGMENT, O PROCONSUL? YOU HAVE JUDGED WICKEDLY; YOUR AWARDS ARE IMPIOUS. IN WHAT HAS THE MAN DONE WRONG; WHAT EVIL HAS HE DONE? THE CITY HAS BEEN PUT IN AN UPROAR; YOU GRIEVE US ALL; DO NOT BETRAY CÆSAR'S CITY. GRANT WILLINGLY TO THE ACHAIANS A JUST MAN; GRANT WILLINGLY TO US A GOD-FEARING MAN; DO NOT PUT TO DEATH A GODLY MAN. FOUR DAYS HE HAS BEEN HANGING, AND IS ALIVE; HAVING EATEN NOTHING, HE HAS FILLED US ALL. TAKE DOWN THE MAN FROM THE CROSS, AND WE SHALL ALL SEEK AFTER WISDOM; RELEASE THE MAN, AND TO ALL ACHAIA WILL MERCY BE SHOWN. IT IS NOT NECESSARY THAT HE SHOULD SUFFER THIS, BECAUSE, THOUGH HANGING, HE DOES NOT CEASE PROCLAIMING THE TRUTH. AND WHEN THE PROCONSUL REFUSED TO LISTEN TO THEM, AT FIRST INDEED SIGNING WITH HIS HAND TO THE CROWD TO TAKE THEMSELVES OFF, THEY BEGAN TO BE EMBOLDENED AGAINST HIM, BEING IN NUMBER ABOUT TWENTY THOUSAND. AND THE PROCONSUL HAVING BEHELD THAT THEY HAD SOMEHOW BECOME MADDENED, AFRAID THAT SOMETHING FRIGHTFUL WOULD BEFALL HIM, ROSE UP FROM THE TRIBUNAL AND WENT AWAY WITH THEM, HAVING PROMISED TO SET FREE THE BLESSED ANDREW. AND SOME WENT ON BEFORE TO TELL THE APOSTLE THE CAUSE FOR WHICH THEY CAME TO THE PLACE. WHILE ALL THE CROWD, THEREFORE, WAS EXULTING THAT THE BLESSED ANDREW WAS GOING TO BE SET FREE, THE PROCONSUL HAVING COME UP, AND ALL THE BRETHREN REJOICING ALONG WITH MAXIMILLA, THE BLESSED ANDREW, HAVING HEARD THIS, SAID TO THE BRETHREN STANDING BY: WHAT IS IT NECESSARY FOR ME TO SAY TO HIM, WHEN I AM DEPARTING TO THE LORD, THAT WILL I ALSO SAY. FOR WHAT REASON HAVE YOU AGAIN COME TO US, ÆGEATES? ON WHAT ACCOUNT DO YOU, BEING A STRANGER TO US, COME TO US? WHAT WILL YOU AGAIN DARE TO DO, WHAT TO CONTRIVE? TELL US. HAVE YOU COME TO RELEASE US, AS HAVING CHANGED YOUR MIND? I WOULD NOT AGREE WITH YOU THAT YOU HAD REALLY CHANGED YOUR MIND. NOR WOULD I BELIEVE YOU, SAYING THAT YOU ARE MY FRIEND. DO YOU, O PROCONSUL, RELEASE HIM THAT HAS BEEN BOUND? BY NO MEANS. FOR I HAVE ONE WITH WHOM I SHALL BE FOR EVER; I HAVE ONE WITH WHOM I SHALL LIVE TO COUNTLESS AGES. TO HIM I GO; TO HIM I HASTEN, WHO ALSO HAVING MADE YOU KNOWN TO ME, HAS SAID TO ME, LET NOT THAT FEARFUL MAN, TERRIFY YOU; DO NOT THINK THAT HE WILL LAY HOLD OF YOU, WHO ART MINE: FOR HE IS YOUR ENEMY. THEREFORE, HAVING KNOWN YOU THROUGH HIM WHO HAS TURNED TOWARDS ME, I AM DELIVERED FROM YOU. BUT IF YOU WISH TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST, THERE WILL BE OPENED UP FOR TIME, AS I PROMISED YOU, A WAY OF ACCESS; BUT IF YOU HAVE COME ONLY TO RELEASE ME, I SHALL NOT BE ABLE AFTER THIS TO BE BROUGHT DOWN FROM THIS CROSS ALIVE IN THE BODY. FOR I AND MY KINSMEN DEPART TO OUR OWN, ALLOWING YOU TO BE WHAT YOU ARE, AND WHAT YOU DO NOT KNOW ABOUT YOURSELF. FOR ALREADY I SEE MY KING, ALREADY I WORSHIP HIM, ALREADY I STAND BEFORE HIM, WHERE THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE ANGELS IS, WHERE HE REIGNS THE ONLY EMPEROR, WHERE THERE IS LIGHT WITHOUT NIGHT, WHERE THE FLOWERS NEVER FADE, WHERE TROUBLE IS NEVER KNOWN, NOR THE NAME OF GRIEF HEARD, WHERE THERE ARE CHEERFULNESS AND EXULTATION THAT HAVE NO END. O BLESSED CROSS! WITHOUT THE LONGING FOR YOU, NO ONE ENTERS INTO THAT PLACE. BUT I AM DISTRESSED, ÆGEATES, ABOUT YOUR OWN MISERIES, BECAUSE ETERNAL PERDITION IS READY TO RECEIVE YOU. RUN THEN, FOR YOUR OWN SAKE, O PITIABLE ONE, WHILE YET YOU CAN, LEST PERCHANCE YOU SHOULD WISH THEN WHEN YOU CAN NOT. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE ATTEMPTED TO COME NEAR THE TREE OF THE CROSS, SO AS TO RELEASE THE BLESSED ANDREW, WITH ALL THE CITY APPLAUDING HIM, THE HOLY ANDREW SAID WITH A LOUD VOICE: DO NOT SUFFER ANDREW, BOUND UPON YOUR TREE, TO BE RELEASED, O LORD; DO NOT GIVE ME WHO AM IN YOUR MYSTERY TO THE SHAMELESS DEVIL. O JESUS CHRIST, LET NOT YOUR ADVERSARY RELEASE ME, WHO HAVE BEEN HANGED BY YOUR FAVOUR; O FATHER, LET THIS INSIGNIFICANT MAN NO LONGER HUMBLE HIM WHO HAS KNOWN YOUR GREATNESS. THE EXECUTIONERS, THEREFORE, PUTTING OUT THEIR HANDS, WERE NOT ABLE AT ALL TO TOUCH HIM. OTHERS, THEN, AND OTHERS ENDEAVOURED TO RELEASE HIM, AND NO ONE AT ALL WAS ABLE TO COME NEAR HIM; FOR THEIR ARMS WERE BENUMBED. THEN THE BLESSED ANDREW, HAVING ADJURED THE PEOPLE, SAID: I ENTREAT YOU EARNESTLY, BRETHREN, THAT I MAY FIRST MAKE ONE PRAYER TO MY LORD. SO THEN SET ABOUT RELEASING ME. ALL THE PEOPLE THEREFORE KEPT QUIET BECAUSE OF THE ADJURATION. THEN THE BLESSED ANDREW, WITH A LOUD CRY, SAID: DO NOT PERMIT, O LORD, YOUR SERVANT AT THIS TIME TO BE REMOVED FROM YOU; FOR IT IS TIME THAT MY BODY BE COMMITTED TO THE EARTH, AND YOU SHALL ORDER ME TO COME TO YOU. YOU WHO GIVES ETERNAL LIFE, MY TEACHER WHOM I HAVE LOVED, WHOM ON THIS CROSS I CONFESS, WHOM I KNOW, WHOM I POSSESS, RECEIVE ME, O LORD; AND AS I HAVE CONFESSED YOU AND OBEYED YOU, SO NOW IN THIS WORD HEARKEN TO ME; AND, BEFORE MY BODY COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS, RECEIVE ME TO YOURSELF, THAT THROUGH MY DEPARTURE THERE MAY BE ACCESS TO YOU OF MANY OF MY KINDRED, FINDING REST FOR THEMSELVES IN YOUR MAJESTY. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE HAD SAID THIS, HE BECAME IN THE SIGHT OF ALL GLAD AND EXULTING; FOR AN EXCEEDING SPLENDOUR LIKE LIGHTNING COMING FORTH OUT OF HEAVEN SHONE DOWN UPON HIM, AND SO ENCIRCLED HIM, THAT IN CONSEQUENCE OF SUCH BRIGHTNESS MORTAL EYES COULD NOT LOOK UPON HIM AT ALL. AND THE DAZZLING LIGHT REMAINED ABOUT THE SPACE OF HALF AN HOUR. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN AND GLORIFIED THE LORD STILL MORE, THE LIGHT WITHDREW ITSELF, AND HE GAVE UP THE GHOST, AND ALONG WITH THE BRIGHTNESS ITSELF HE DEPARTED TO THE LORD IN GIVING HIM THANKS. AND AFTER THE DECEASE OF THE MOST BLESSED ANDREW THE APOSTLE, MAXIMILLA BEING THE MOST POWERFUL OF THE NOTABLE WOMEN, AND CONTINUING AMONG THOSE WHO HAD COME, AS SOON AS SHE LEARNED THAT THE APOSTLE HAD DEPARTED TO THE LORD, CAME UP AND TURNED HER ATTENTION TO THE CROSS, ALONG WITH STRATOCLES, TAKING NO HEED AT ALL OF THOSE STANDING BY, AND WITH REVERENCE TOOK DOWN THE BODY OF THE MOST BLESSED APOSTLE FROM THE CROSS. AND WHEN IT WAS EVENING, BESTOWING UPON HIM THE NECESSARY CARE, SHE PREPARED THE BODY FOR BURIAL WITH COSTLY SPICES, AND LAID IT IN HER OWN TOMB. FOR SHE HAD BEEN PARTED FROM ÆGEATES ON ACCOUNT OF HIS BRUTAL DISPOSITION AND LAWLESS CONDUCT, HAVING CHOSEN FOR HERSELF A HOLY AND QUIET LIFE; AND HAVING BEEN UNITED TO THE LOVE OF CHRIST, SHE SPENT HER LIFE BLESSEDLY ALONG WITH THE BRETHREN. ÆGEATES HAD BEEN VERY IMPORTUNATE WITH HER, AND PROMISED THAT HE WOULD MAKE HER MISTRESS OF HIS WEALTH; BUT NOT HAVING BEEN ABLE TO PERSUADE HER, HE WAS GREATLY ENRAGED, AND WAS DETERMINED TO MAKE A PUBLIC CHARGE AGAINST ALL THE PEOPLE, AND TO SEND TO CÆSAR AN ACCUSATION AGAINST BOTH MAXIMILLA AND ALL THE PEOPLE. AND WHILE HE WAS ARRANGING THESE THINGS IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS OFFICERS, AT THE DEAD OF NIGHT HE ROSE UP, AND UNSEEN BY ALL HIS PEOPLE, HAVING BEEN TORMENTED BY THE DEVIL, HE FELL DOWN FROM A GREAT HEIGHT, AND ROLLING INTO THE MIDST OF THE MARKET-PLACE OF THE CITY, BREATHED HIS LAST. AND THIS WAS REPORTED TO HIS BROTHER STRATOCLES; AND HE SENT HIS SERVANTS, HAVING TOLD THEM THAT THEY SHOULD BURY HIM AMONG THOSE WHO HAD DIED A VIOLENT DEATH. BUT HE SOUGHT NOTHING OF HIS SUBSTANCE, SAYING: LET NOT MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, IN WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED, SUFFER ME TO TOUCH ANYTHING WHATEVER OF THE GOODS OF MY BROTHER, THAT THE CONDEMNATION OF HIM WHO DARED TO CUT OFF THE APOSTLE OF THE LORD MAY NOT DISGRACE ME. THESE THINGS WERE DONE IN THE PROVINCE OF ACHAIA, IN THE CITY OF PATRAS ON THE DAY BEFORE THE KALENDS OF DECEMBER, WHERE HIS GOOD DEEDS ARE KEPT IN MIND EVEN TO THIS DAY, TO THE GLORY AND PRAISE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, TO WHOM BE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
THE ACTS AND MARTYRDOM OF ST. MATTHEW THE APOSTLE
ABOUT THAT TIME MATTHEW, THE HOLY APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST OF CHRIST, WAS ABIDING IN THE MOUNTAIN RESTING, AND PRAYING IN HIS TUNIC AND APOSTOLIC ROBES WITHOUT SANDALS; AND, BEHOLD, JESUS CAME TO MATTHEW IN THE LIKENESS OF THE INFANTS WHO SING IN PARADISE, AND SAID TO HIM: PEACE TO YOU, MATTHEW! AND MATTHEW HAVING GAZED UPON HIM, AND NOT KNOWN WHO HE WAS, SAID: GRACE TO YOU, AND PEACE, O CHILD HIGHLY FAVOURED! AND WHY HAVE YOU COME HITHER TO ME, HAVING LEFT THOSE WHO SING IN PARADISE, AND THE DELIGHTS THERE? BECAUSE HERE THE PLACE IS DESERT; AND WHAT SORT OF A TABLE I SHALL LAY FOR YOU, O CHILD, I KNOW NOT, BECAUSE I HAVE NO BREAD NOR OIL IN A JAR. MOREOVER, EVEN THE WINDS ARE AT REST, SO AS NOT TO CAST DOWN FROM THE TREES TO THE GROUND ANYTHING FOR FOOD; BECAUSE, FOR THE ACCOMPLISHING OF MY FAST OF FORTY DAYS, I, PARTAKING ONLY OF THE FRUITS FALLING BY THE MOVEMENT OF THE WINDS, AM GLORIFYING MY JESUS. NOW, THEREFORE, WHAT SHALL I BRING YOU, BEAUTIFUL BOY? THERE IS NOT EVEN WATER NEAR, THAT I MAY WASH YOUR FEET. AND THE CHILD SAID: WHY DO YOU SAY, O MATTHEW? UNDERSTAND AND KNOW THAT GOOD DISCOURSE IS BETTER THAN A CALF, AND WORDS OF MEEKNESS BETTER THAN EVERY HERB OF THE FIELD, AND A SWEET SAYING AS THE PERFUME OF LOVE, AND CHEERFULNESS OF COUNTENANCE BETTER THAN FEEDING, AND A PLEASANT LOOK IS AS THE APPEARANCE OF SWEETNESS. UNDERSTAND, MATTHEW, AND KNOW THAT I AM PARADISE, THAT I AM THE COMFORTER, I AM THE POWER OF THE POWERS ABOVE, I THE STRENGTH OF THOSE THAT RESTRAIN THEMSELVES, I THE CROWN OF THE VIRGINS, I THE SELF-CONTROL OF THE ONCE MARRIED, I THE BOAST OF THE WIDOWED, I THE DEFENCE OF THE INFANTS, I THE FOUNDATION OF THE CHURCH, I THE KINGDOM OF THE BISHOPS, I THE GLORY OF THE PRESBYTERS, I THE PRAISE OF THE DEACONS. BE A MAN, AND BE STRONG, MATTHEW, IN, THESE WORDS. AND MATTHEW SAID: THE SIGHT OF YOU HAST ALTOGETHER DELIGHTED ME, O CHILD; MOREOVER ALSO, YOUR WORDS ARE FULL OF LIFE. FOR ASSUREDLY YOUR FACE SHINES MORE THAN THE LIGHTNING, AND YOUR WORDS ARE ALTOGETHER MOST SWEET. AND THAT INDEED I SAW YOU IN PARADISE WHEN YOU SANG WITH THE OTHER INFANTS WHO WERE KILLED IN BETHLEHEM, I KNOW RIGHT WELL; BUT HOW YOU HAVE SUDDENLY COME HITHER, THIS ALTOGETHER ASTONISHES ME. BUT I SHALL ASK YOU ONE THING, O CHILD: THAT IMPIOUS HEROD, WHERE IS HE? THE CHILD SAYS TO HIM: SINCE YOU HAVE ASKED, HEAR HIS DWELLING-PLACE. HE DWELLS, INDEED, IN HADES; AND THERE HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR HIM FIRE UNQUENCHABLE, GEHENNA WITHOUT END, BUBBLING MIRE, WORM THAT SLEEPS NOT, BECAUSE HE CUT OFF THREE THOUSAND INFANTS, WISHING TO SLAY THE CHILD JESUS, THE ANCIENT OF THE AGES; BUT OF ALL THESE AGES I AM FATHER. NOW THEREFORE, O MATTHEW, TAKE THIS ROD OF MINE, AND GO DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN, AND GO INTO MYRNA, THE CITY OF THE MAN-EATERS, AND PLANT IT BY THE GATE OF THE CHURCH WHICH YOU AND ANDREW FOUNDED; AND AS SOON AS YOU HAVE PLANTED IT, IT SHALL BE A TREE, GREAT AND LOFTY AND WITH MANY BRANCHES, AND ITS BRANCHES SHALL EXTEND TO THIRTY CUBITS, AND OF EACH SINGLE BRANCH THE FRUIT SHALL BE DIFFERENT BOTH TO THE SIGHT AND THE EATING, REVELATION 22:2 AND FROM THE TOP OF THE TREE SHALL FLOW DOWN MUCH HONEY; AND FROM ITS ROOT THERE SHALL COME FORTH A GREAT FOUNTAIN, GIVING DRINK TO THIS COUNTRY ROUND ABOUT, AND IN IT CREATURES THAT SWIM AND CREEP; AND IN IT THE MAN-EATERS SHALL WASH THEMSELVES, AND EAT OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREES OF THE VINE AND OF THE HONEY; AND THEIR BODIES SHALL BE CHANGED, AND THEIR FORMS SHALL BE ALTERED SO AS TO BE LIKE THOSE OF OTHER MEN; AND THEY SHALL BE ASHAMED OF THE NAKEDNESS OF THEIR BODY, AND THEY SHALL PUT ON CLOTHING OF THE RAMS OF THE SHEEP, AND THEY SHALL NO LONGER EAT UNCLEAN THINGS; AND THERE SHALL BE TO THEM FIRE IN SUPERABUNDANCE, PREPARING THE SACRIFICES FOR OFFERINGS, AND THEY SHALL BAKE THEIR BREAD WITH FIRE; AND THEY SHALL SEE EACH OTHER IN THE LIKENESS OF THE REST OF MEN, AND THEY SHALL ACKNOWLEDGE ME, AND GLORIFY MY FATHER WHO IS IN THE HEAVENS. NOW THEREFORE MAKE HASTE, MATTHEW, AND GO DOWN HENCE, BECAUSE THE DEPARTURE FROM YOUR BODY THROUGH FIRE IS AT HAND, AND THE CROWN OF YOUR ENDURANCE. AND THE CHILD HAVING SAID THIS, AND GIVEN HIM THE ROD, WAS TAKEN UP INTO THE HEAVENS. AND MATTHEW WENT DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN, HASTENING TO THE CITY. AND AS HE WAS ABOUT TO ENTER INTO THE CITY, THERE MET HIM FULVANA THE WIFE OF THE KING, AND HIS SON FULVANUS AND HIS WIFE ERVA, WHO WERE POSSESSED BY AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT, AND CRIED OUT SHOUTING: WHO HAS BROUGHT YOU HERE AGAIN, MATTHEW? OR WHO HAS GIVEN YOU THE ROD FOR OUR DESTRUCTION? FOR WE SEE ALSO THE CHILD JESUS, THE SON OF GOD, WHO IS WITH YOU. DO NOT GO THEN, O MATTHEW, TO PLANT THE ROD FOR THE FOOD, AND FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE MAN-EATERS: FOR I HAVE FOUND WHAT I SHALL DO TO YOU. FOR SINCE YOU DROVE ME OUT OF THIS CITY, AND PREVENT ME FROM FULFILLING MY WISHES AMONG THE MAN-EATERS, BEHOLD, I WILL RAISE UP AGAINST YOU THE KING OF THIS CITY, AND HE WILL BURN YOU ALIVE. AND MATTHEW, HAVING LAID HIS HANDS ON EACH ONE OF THE DEMONIACS, PUT THE DEMONS TO FLIGHT, AND MADE THE PEOPLE WHOLE; AND THEY FOLLOWED HIM. AND THUS THE AFFAIR BEING MADE MANIFEST, PLATO THE BISHOP, HAVING HEARD OF THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY APOSTLE MATTHEW, MET HIM WITH ALL THE CLERGY; AND HAVING FALLEN TO THE GROUND, THEY KISSED HIS FEET. AND MATTHEW RAISED THEM, AND WENT WITH THEM INTO THE CHURCH, AND THE CHILD JESUS WAS ALSO WITH HIM. AND MATTHEW, HAVING COME TO THE GATE OF THE CHURCH, STOOD UPON A CERTAIN LOFTY AND IMMOVEABLE STONE; AND WHEN THE WHOLE CITY RAN TOGETHER, ESPECIALLY THE BRETHREN WHO HAD BELIEVED, BEGAN TO SAY: MEN AND WOMEN WHO APPEAR IN OUR SIGHT, HERETOFORE BELIEVING IN THE UNIVERSE, BUT NOW KNOWING HIM WHO HAS UPHELD AND MADE THE UNIVERSE; UNTIL NOW WORSHIPPING THE SATYR, AND MOCKED BY TEN THOUSAND FALSE GODS, BUT NOW THROUGH JESUS CHRIST ACKNOWLEDGING THE ONE AND ONLY GOD, LORD, JUDGE; WHO HAVE LAID ASIDE THE IMMEASURABLE GREATNESS OF EVIL, AND PUT ON LOVE, WHICH IS OF LIKE NATURE WITH AFFECTIONATENESS, TOWARDS MEN; ONCE STRANGERS TO CHRIST, BUT NOW CONFESSING HIM LORD AND GOD; FORMERLY WITHOUT FORM, BUT NOW TRANSFORMED THROUGH CHRIST;— BEHOLD, THE STAFF WHICH YOU SEE IN MY HAND, WHICH JESUS, IN WHOM YOU HAVE BELIEVED AND WILL BELIEVE, GAVE ME; PERCEIVE NOW WHAT COMES TO PASS THROUGH ME, AND ACKNOWLEDGE THE RICHES OF THE GREATNESS WHICH HE WILL THIS DAY MAKE FOR YOU. FOR, BEHOLD, I SHALL PLANT THIS ROD IN THIS PLACE, AND IT SHALL BE A SIGN TO YOUR GENERATIONS, AND IT SHALL BECOME A TREE, GREAT AND LOFTY AND FLOURISHING, AND ITS FRUIT BEAUTIFUL TO THE VIEW AND GOOD TO THE SIGHT; AND THE FRAGRANCE OF PERFUMES SHALL COME FORTH FROM IT, AND THERE SHALL BE A VINE TWINING ROUND IT, FULL OF CLUSTERS; AND FROM THE TOP OF IT HONEY COMING DOWN, AND EVERY FLYING CREATURE SHALL FIND COVERT IN ITS BRANCHES; AND A FOUNTAIN OF WATER SHALL COME FORTH FROM THE ROOT OF IT, HAVING SWIMMING AND CREEPING THINGS, GIVING DRINK TO ALL THE COUNTRY ROUND ABOUT. AND HAVING SAID THIS, AND CALLED UPON THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD JESUS, HE FIXED HIS ROD IN THE GROUND, AND STRAIGHTWAY IT SPRUNG UP TO ONE CUBIT; AND THE SIGHT WAS STRANGE AND WONDERFUL. FOR THE ROD HAVING STRAIGHTWAY SHOT UP, INCREASED IN SIZE, AND GREW INTO A GREAT TREE, AS MATTHEW HAD SAID. AND THE APOSTLE SAID: GO INTO THE FOUNTAIN AND WASH YOUR BODIES IN IT, AND THEN THUS PARTAKE BOTH OF THE FRUITS OF THE TREE, AND OF THE VINE AND THE HONEY, AND DRINK OF THE FOUNTAIN, AND YOU SHALL BE TRANSFORMED IN YOUR LIKENESS TO THAT OF MEN; AND AFTER THAT, HAVING GONE INTO THE CHURCH, YOU WILL CLEARLY RECOGNISE THAT YOU HAVE BELIEVED IN THE LIVING AND TRUE GOD. AND HAVING DONE ALL THESE THINGS, THEY SAW THEMSELVES CHANGED INTO THE LIKENESS OF MATTHEW; THEN, HAVING THUS GONE INTO THE CHURCH, THEY WORSHIPPED AND GLORIFIED GOD. AND WHEN THEY HAD BEEN CHANGED, THEY KNEW THAT THEY WERE NAKED; AND THEY RAN IN HASTE EACH TO HIS OWN HOUSE TO COVER THEIR NAKEDNESS, BECAUSE THEY WERE ASHAMED. AND MATTHEW AND PLATO REMAINED IN THE CHURCH SPENDING THE NIGHT, AND GLORIFYING GOD. AND THERE REMAINED ALSO THE KING'S WIFE, AND HIS SON AND HIS WIFE, AND THEY PRAYED THE APOSTLE TO GIVE THEM THE SEAL IN CHRIST. AND MATTHEW GAVE ORDERS TO PLATO; AND HE, HAVING GONE FORTH, BAPTIZED THEM IN THE WATER OF THE FOUNTAIN OF THE TREE, IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE SON [JESUS], AND THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN]. AND SO THEREAFTER, HAVING GONE INTO THE CHURCH, THEY COMMUNICATED IN THE HOLY MYSTERIES OF CHRIST; AND THEY EXULTED AND PASSED THE NIGHT, THEY ALSO ALONG WITH THE APOSTLE, MANY OTHERS HAVING ALSO COME WITH THEM; AND ALL IN THE CHURCH SANG THE WHOLE NIGHT, GLORIFYING GOD. AND WHEN THE DAWN HAD FULLY COME, THE BLESSED MATTHEW, HAVING GONE ALONG WITH THE BISHOP PLATO, STOOD IN THE PLACE IN WHICH THE ROD HAD BEEN PLANTED, AND HE SEES THE ROD GROWN INTO A GREAT TREE, AND NEAR IT A VINE TWINED ROUND IT, AND HONEY COMING DOWN FROM ABOVE EVEN TO ITS ROOT; AND THAT TREE WAS AT ONCE BEAUTIFUL AND FLOURISHING, LIKE THE PLANTS IN PARADISE, AND A RIVER PROCEEDED FROM ITS ROOT WATERING ALL THE LAND OF THE CITY OF MYRNA. AND ALL RAN TOGETHER, AND ATE OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE AND THE VINE, JUST AS ANY ONE WISHED. AND WHEN WHAT HAD COME TO PASS WAS REPORTED IN THE PALACE, THE KING FULVANUS, HAVING LEARNED WHAT HAD BEEN DONE BY MATTHEW ABOUT HIS WIFE, AND HIS SON, AND HIS DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, REJOICED FOR A TIME AT THEIR PURIFICATION; BUT SEEING THAT THEY WERE INSEPARABLE FROM MATTHEW, HE WAS SEIZED WITH RAGE AND ANGER, AND ENDEAVOURED TO PUT HIM TO DEATH BY FIRE. AND ON THAT NIGHT IN WHICH THE KING INTENDED TO LAY HANDS ON MATTHEW, MATTHEW SAW JESUS SAYING TO HIM: I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS TO SAVE YOU, MATTHEW; BE STRONG, AND BE A MAN. AND THE BLESSED MATTHEW, HAVING AWOKE, AND SEALED HIMSELF OVER ALL THE BODY, ROSE UP AT DAWN, AND PROCEEDED INTO THE CHURCH; AND HAVING BENT HIS KNEES, PRAYED EARNESTLY. THEN THE BISHOP HAVING COME, AND THE CLERGY, THEY STOOD IN COMMON IN PRAYER, GLORIFYING GOD. AND AFTER THEY HAD ENDED THE PRAYER, THE BISHOP PLATO SAID: PEACE TO YOU, MATTHEW, APOSTLE OF CHRIST! AND THE BLESSED MATTHEW SAID TO HIM: PEACE TO YOU! AND WHEN THEY HAD SAT DOWN, THE APOSTLE SAID TO THE BISHOP PLATO, AND TO ALL THE CLERGY: I WISH YOU, CHILDREN, TO KNOW, JESUS HAVING DECLARED IT TO ME, THAT THE KING OF THIS CITY IS GOING TO SEND SOLDIERS AGAINST ME, THE DEVIL HAVING ENTERED INTO HIM, AND MANIFESTLY ARMED HIM AGAINST US. BUT LET US GIVE OURSELVES UP TO JESUS, AND HE WILL DELIVER US FROM EVERY TRIAL, AND ALL WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN HIM. AND THE KING, PLOTTING AGAINST THE BLESSED MATTHEW HOW HE SHOULD LAY HANDS ON HIM, AND SEEING ALSO THAT THE BELIEVERS WERE VERY MANY, WAS VERY MUCH AT FAULT, AND WAS IN GREAT DIFFICULTY. THEREFORE, THE WICKED AND UNCLEAN DEVIL WHO HAD COME FORTH FROM THE KING'S WIFE, AND HIS SON, AND HIS DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, PUT TO FLIGHT BY MATTHEW, HAVING TRANSFORMED HIMSELF INTO THE LIKENESS OF A SOLDIER, STOOD BEFORE THE KING, AND SAID TO HIM: O KING, WHY ARE YOU THUS PUT TO THE WORSE BY THIS STRANGER AND SORCERER? DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT HE WAS A PUBLICAN, BUT NOW HE HAS BEEN CALLED AN APOSTLE BY JESUS, WHO WAS CRUCIFIED BY THE JEWS? FOR, BEHOLD, YOUR WIFE, AND YOUR SON, AND YOUR DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, INSTRUCTED BY HIM, HAVE BELIEVED IN HIM, AND ALONG WITH HIM SING IN THE CHURCH. AND NOW, BEHOLD, MATTHEW IS GOING FORTH, AND PLATO WITH HIM, AND THEY ARE GOING TO THE GATE CALLED HEAVY; BUT MAKE HASTE, AND YOU WILL FIND THEM, AND YOU SHALL DO TO HIM ALL THAT MAY BE PLEASING IN YOUR EYES. THE KING HAVING HEARD THIS, AND BEING THE MORE EXASPERATED BY THE PRETENDED SOLDIER, SENT AGAINST THE BLESSED MATTHEW FOUR SOLDIERS, HAVING THREATENED THEM, AND SAID: UNLESS YOU BRING MATTHEW TO ME, I SHALL BURN YOU ALIVE WITH FIRE; AND THE PUNISHMENT WHICH HE IS TO UNDERGO, YOU SHALL ENDURE. AND THE SOLDIERS, HAVING BEEN THUS THREATENED BY THE KING, GO IN ARMS TO WHERE THE APOSTLE MATTHEW AND THE BISHOP PLATO ARE. AND WHEN THEY CAME NEAR THEM, THEY HEARD THEIR SPEAKING INDEED, BUT SAW NO ONE. AND HAVING COME, THEY SAID TO THE KING: WE PRAY YOU, O KING, WE WENT AND FOUND NO ONE, BUT ONLY HEARD THE VOICES OF PERSONS TALKING. AND THE KING, BEING ENRAGED, AND HAVING BLAZED UP LIKE FIRE, GAVE ORDERS TO SEND OTHER TEN SOLDIERS— MAN-EATERS— SAYING TO THEM: GO STEALTHILY TO THE PLACE, AND TEAR THEM IN PIECES ALIVE, AND EAT UP MATTHEW, AND PLATO, WHO IS WITH HIM. AND WHEN THEY WERE ABOUT TO COME NEAR THE BLESSED MATTHEW, THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, HAVING COME IN THE LIKENESS OF A MOST BEAUTIFUL BOY, HOLDING A TORCH OF FIRE, RAN TO MEET THEM, BURNING OUT THEIR EYES. AND THEY, HAVING CRIED OUT AND THROWN THEIR ARMS FROM THEM, FLED, AND CAME TO THE KING, BEING SPEECHLESS. AND THE DEMON WHO HAD BEFORE APPEARED TO THE KING IN THE FORM OF A SOLDIER, BEING AGAIN TRANSFORMED INTO THE FORM OF A SOLDIER, STOOD BEFORE THE KING, AND SAID TO HIM: YOU SEE, O KING, THIS STRANGER HAS BEWITCHED THEM ALL. LEARN, THEN, HOW YOU SHALL TAKE HIM. THE KING SAYS TO HIM: TELL ME FIRST WHEREIN HIS STRENGTH IS, THAT I MAY KNOW, AND THEN I WILL DRAW UP AGAINST HIM WITH A GREAT FORCE. AND THE DEMON, COMPELLED BY AN ANGEL, SAYS TO THE KING: SINCE YOU WISH TO HEAR ACCURATELY ABOUT HIM, O KING, I WILL TELL YOU ALL THE TRUTH. REALLY, UNLESS HE SHALL BE WILLING TO BE TAKEN BY YOU OF HIS OWN ACCORD, YOU LABOUR IN VAIN, AND YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO HURT HIM; BUT IF YOU WISH TO LAY HANDS ON HIM, YOU WILL BE STRUCK BY HIM WITH BLINDNESS, AND YOU WILL BE PARALYZED. AND IF YOU SEND A MULTITUDE OF SOLDIERS AGAINST HIM, THEY ALSO WILL BE STRUCK WITH BLINDNESS, AND WILL BE PARALYZED. AND WE SHALL GO, EVEN SEVEN UNCLEAN DEMONS, AND IMMEDIATELY MAKE AWAY WITH YOU AND YOUR WHOLE CAMP, AND DESTROY ALL THE CITY WITH LIGHTNING, EXCEPT THOSE NAMING THAT AWFUL AND HOLY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST; FOR WHEREVER A FOOTSTEP OF THEIRS HAS COME, THENCE, PURSUED, WE FLEE. AND EVEN IF YOU SHALL APPLY FIRE TO HIM, TO HIM THE FIRE WILL BE DEW; AND IF YOU SHALL SHUT HIM UP IN A FURNACE, TO HIM THE FURNACE WILL BE A CHURCH; AND IF YOU SHALL PUT HIM IN CHAINS IN PRISON, AND SEAL UP THE FLOORS, THE DOORS WILL OPEN TO HIM OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, AND ALL WHO BELIEVE IN THAT NAME WILL GO IN, EVEN THEY, AND SAY, THIS PRISON IS A CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD, AND A HOLY HABITATION OF THOSE THAT LIVE ALONE. BEHOLD, O KING, I HAVE TOLD YOU ALL THE TRUTH. THE KING THEREFORE SAYS TO THE PRETENDED SOLDIER: SINCE I DO NOT KNOW MATTHEW, COME WITH ME, AND POINT HIM OUT TO ME FROM A DISTANCE, AND TAKE FROM ME GOLD, AS MUCH AS YOU MAY WISH, OR GO YOURSELF, AND WITH YOUR SWORD KILL HIM, AND PLATO HIS ASSOCIATE. THE DEMON SAYS TO HIM: I CANNOT KILL HIM. I DARE NOT EVEN LOOK INTO HIS FACE, SEEING THAT HE HAS DESTROYED ALL OUR GENERATION THROUGH THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST, PROCLAIMED THROUGH HIM. THE KING SAYS TO HIM: AND WHO ARE YOU? AND HE SAYS: I AM THE DEMON WHO DWELT IN YOUR WIFE, AND IN YOUR SON, AND IN YOUR DAUGHTER-IN-LAW; AND MY NAME IS ASMODÆUS; AND THIS MATTHEW DROVE ME OUT OF THEM. AND NOW, BEHOLD, YOUR WIFE, AND YOUR SON, AND YOUR DAUGHTER-IN-LAW SING ALONG WITH HIM IN THE CHURCH. AND I KNOW, O KING, THAT YOU ALSO AFTER THIS WILT BELIEVE IN HIM. THE KING SAYS TO HIM: WHOEVER YOU ARE, SPIRIT OF MANY SHAPES, I ADJURE YOU BY THE GOD WHOM HE WHOM YOU CALL MATTHEW PROCLAIMS, DEPART HENCE WITHOUT DOING HURT TO ANY ONE. AND STRAIGHTWAY THE DEMON, NO LONGER LIKE A SOLDIER, BUT LIKE SMOKE, BECAME INVISIBLE; AND AS HE FLED, HE CRIED OUT: O SECRET NAME, ARMED AGAINST US, I PRAY YOU, MATTHEW, SERVANT OF THE HOLY GOD, PARDON ME, AND I WILL NO LONGER REMAIN IN THIS CITY. KEEP YOUR OWN; BUT I GO AWAY INTO THE FIRE EVERLASTING. THEN THE KING, AFFECTED WITH GREAT FEAR AT THE ANSWER OF THE DEMON, REMAINED QUIET THAT DAY. AND THE NIGHT HAVING COME, AND HE NOT BEING ABLE TO SLEEP BECAUSE HE WAS HUNGRY, LEAPED UP AT DAWN, AND WENT INTO THE CHURCH, WITH ONLY TWO SOLDIERS WITHOUT ARMS, TO TAKE MATTHEW BY CRAFT, THAT HE MIGHT KILL HIM. AND HAVING SUMMONED TWO FRIENDS OF MATTHEW, HE SAID TO THEM: SHOW TO MATTHEW, SAYS HE, THAT I WISH TO BE HIS DISCIPLE. AND MATTHEW HEARING, AND KNOWING THE CRAFT OF THE TYRANT, AND HAVING BEEN WARNED ALSO BY THE VISION OF THE LORD TO HIM, WENT FORTH OUT OF THE CHURCH, LED BY THE HAND BY PLATO, AND STOOD IN THE GATE OF THE CHURCH. AND THEY SAY TO THE KING: BEHOLD MATTHEW IN THE GATE! AND HE SAYS: WHO HE IS, OR WHERE HE IS, I SEE NOT. AND THEY SAID TO HIM: BEHOLD, HE IS IN SIGHT OF YOU. AND HE SAYS: ALL THE WHILE I SEE NOBODY. FOR HE HAD BEEN BLINDED BY THE POWER OF GOD. AND HE BEGAN TO CRY OUT: WOE TO ME, MISERABLE! WHAT EVIL HAS COME UPON ME, FOR MY EYES HAVE BEEN BLINDED, AND ALL MY LIMBS PARALYZED? O ASMODÆUS BEELZEBUL SATAN! ALL THAT YOU HAVE SAID TO ME HAS COME UPON ME. BUT I PRAY YOU, MATTHEW, SERVANT OF GOD, FORGIVE ME AS THE HERALD OF THE GOOD GOD; FOR ASSUREDLY THE JESUS PROCLAIMED BY YOU THREE DAYS AGO THROUGH THE NIGHT APPEARED TO ME ALTOGETHER RESPLENDENT AS WITH LIGHTNING, LIKE A BEAUTIFUL YOUNG MAN, AND SAID TO ME, SINCE YOU ARE ENTERTAINING EVIL COUNSELS IN THE WICKEDNESS OF YOUR HEART IN REGARD TO MY SERVANT MATTHEW, KNOW I HAVE DISCLOSED TO HIM THAT THROUGH YOU WILL BE THE RELEASE OF HIS BODY. AND STRAIGHTWAY I SAW HIM GOING UP INTO HEAVEN. IF THEREFORE HE IS YOUR GOD, AND IF HE WISHES YOUR BODY TO BE BURIED IN OUR CITY FOR A TESTIMONY OF THE SALVATION OF THE GENERATIONS AFTER THIS, AND FOR THE BANISHING OF THE DEMONS, I SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH FOR MYSELF BY THIS, BY YOU LAYING ON HANDS UPON ME, AND I SHALL RECEIVE MY SIGHT. AND THE APOSTLE HAVING LAID HIS HANDS UPON HIS EYES, AND SAYING EPHPHATHA, JESUS, HE MADE HIM RECEIVE HIS SIGHT INSTANTLY. AND STRAIGHTWAY THE KING, LAYING HOLD OF THE APOSTLE, AND LEADING HIM BY THE RIGHT HAND, BROUGHT HIM BY CRAFT INTO THE PALACE; AND PLATO WAS ON MATTHEW'S LEFT HAND, GOING ALONG WITH HIM, AND KEEPING HOLD OF HIM. THEN MATTHEW SAYS: O CRAFTY TYRANT, HOW LONG DO YOU NOT FULFIL THE WORKS OF YOUR FATHER THE DEVIL? AND HE WAS ENRAGED AT WHAT HAD BEEN SAID; FOR HE PERCEIVED THAT HE WOULD INFLICT UPON HIM A MORE BITTER DEATH. FOR HE RESOLVED TO PUT HIM TO DEATH BY FIRE. AND HE COMMANDED SEVERAL EXECUTIONERS TO COME, AND TO LEAD HIM AWAY TO THE PLACE BY THE SEASHORE, WHERE THE EXECUTION OF MALEFACTORS WAS WONT TO TAKE PLACE, SAYING TO THE EXECUTIONERS: I HEAR, SAYS HE, THAT THE GOD WHOM HE PROCLAIMS DELIVERS FROM FIRE THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM. HAVING LAID HIM, THEREFORE, ON THE GROUND ON HIS BACK, AND STRETCHED HIM OUT, PIERCE HIS HANDS AND FEET WITH IRON NAILS, AND COVER HIM OVER WITH PAPER, HAVING SMEARED IT WITH DOLPHINS' OIL, AND COVER HIM UP WITH BRIMSTONE AND ASPHALT AND PITCH, AND PUT TOW AND BRUSHWOOD ABOVE. THUS, APPLY THE FIRE TO HIM; AND IF ANY OF THE SAME TRIBE WITH HIM RISE UP AGAINST YOU, HE SHALL GET THE SAME PUNISHMENT. AND THE APOSTLE EXHORTED THE BRETHREN TO REMAIN UNDISMAYED, AND THAT THEY SHOULD REJOICE, AND ACCOMPANY HIM WITH GREAT MEEKNESS, SINGING AND PRAISING GOD, BECAUSE THEY WERE DEEMED WORTHY TO HAVE THE RELICS OF THE APOSTLE. HAVING THEREFORE COME TO THE PLACE, THE EXECUTIONERS, LIKE MOST EVIL WILD BEASTS, PINNED DOWN TO THE GROUND MATTHEW'S HANDS AND FEET WITH LONG NAILS; AND HAVING DONE EVERYTHING AS THEY HAD BEEN BID, APPLIED THE FIRE. AND THEY INDEED LABOURED CLOSELY, KINDLING IT ALL ROUND; BUT ALL THE FIRE WAS CHANGED INTO DEW, SO THAT THE BRETHREN, REJOICING, CRIED OUT: THE ONLY GOD IS THE CHRISTIANS', WHO ASSISTS MATTHEW, IN WHOM ALSO WE HAVE BELIEVED: THE ONLY GOD IS THE CHRISTIANS', WHO PRESERVES HIS OWN APOSTLE IN THE FIRE. AND BY THE VOICE THE CITY WAS SHAKEN. AND SOME OF THE EXECUTIONERS, HAVING GONE FORTH, SAID TO THE KING: WE INDEED, O KING, BY EVERY CONTRIVANCE OF VENGEANCE, HAVE KINDLED THE FIRE; BUT THE SORCERER BY A CERTAIN NAME PUTS IT OUT, CALLING UPON CHRIST, AND INVOKING HIS CROSS; AND THE CHRISTIANS SURROUNDING HIM PLAY WITH THE FIRE, AND WALKING IN IT WITH NAKED FEET, LAUGH AT US, AND WE HAVE FLED ASHAMED. THEN HE ORDERED A MULTITUDE TO CARRY COALS OF FIRE FROM THE FURNACE OF THE BATH IN THE PALACE, AND THE TWELVE GODS OF GOLD AND SILVER; AND PLACE THEM, SAYS HE, IN A CIRCLE ROUND THE SORCERER, LEST HE MAY EVEN SOMEHOW BEWITCH THE FIRE FROM THE FURNACE OF THE PALACE. AND THERE BEING MANY EXECUTIONERS AND SOLDIERS, SOME CARRIED THE COALS; AND OTHERS, BEARING THE GODS, BROUGHT THEM. AND THE KING ACCOMPANIED THEM, WATCHING LEST ANY OF THE CHRISTIANS SHOULD STEAL ONE OF HIS GODS, OR BEWITCH THE FIRE. AND WHEN THEY CAME NEAR THE PLACE WHERE THE APOSTLE WAS NAILED DOWN, HIS FACE WAS LOOKING TOWARDS HEAVEN, AND ALL HIS BODY WAS COVERED OVER WITH THE PAPER, AND MUCH BRUSHWOOD OVER HIS BODY TO THE HEIGHT OF TEN CUBITS. AND HAVING ORDERED THE SOLDIERS TO SET THE GODS IN A CIRCLE ROUND MATTHEW, FIVE CUBITS OFF, SECURELY FASTENED THAT THEY MIGHT NOT FALL, AGAIN HE ORDERED THE COAL TO BE THROWN ON, AND TO KINDLE THE FIRE AT ALL POINTS. AND MATTHEW, HAVING LOOKED UP TO HEAVEN, CRIED OUT, ADONAI ELOI SABAOTH MARMARI MARMUNTH; THAT IS, O GOD THE FATHER, O LORD JESUS CHRIST, DELIVER ME, AND BURN DOWN THEIR GODS WHICH THEY WORSHIP; AND LET THE FIRE ALSO PURSUE THE KING EVEN TO HIS PALACE, BUT NOT TO HIS DESTRUCTION: FOR PERHAPS HE WILL REPENT AND BE CONVERTED. AND WHEN HE SAW THE FIRE TO BE MONSTROUS IN HEIGHT, THE KING, THINKING THAT MATTHEW WAS BURNT UP, LAUGHED ALOUD, AND SAID: HAS YOUR MAGIC BEEN OF ANY AVAIL TO YOU, MATTHEW? CAN YOUR JESUS NOW GIVE YOU ANY HELP? AND AS HE SAID THIS A DREADFUL WONDER APPEARED; FOR ALL THE FIRE ALONG WITH THE WOOD WENT AWAY FROM MATTHEW, AND WAS POURED ROUND ABOUT THEIR GODS, SO THAT NOTHING OF THE GOLD OR THE SILVER WAS ANY MORE SEEN; AND THE KING FLED, AND SAID: WOE'S ME, THAT MY GODS ARE DESTROYED BY THE REBUKE OF MATTHEW, OF WHICH THE WEIGHT WAS A THOUSAND TALENTS OF GOLD AND A THOUSAND TALENTS OF SILVER. BETTER ARE THE GODS OF STONE AND OF EARTHENWARE, IN THAT THEY ARE NEITHER MELTED NOR STOLEN. AND WHEN THE FIRE HAD THUS UTTERLY DESTROYED THEIR GODS, AND BURNT UP MANY SOLDIERS, THERE CAME TO PASS AGAIN ANOTHER STRANGER WONDER. FOR THE FIRE, IN THE LIKENESS OF A GREAT AND DREADFUL DRAGON, CHASED THE TYRANT AS FAR AS THE PALACE, AND RAN HERE AND THERE ROUND THE KING, NOT LETTING HIM GO INTO THE PALACE. AND THE KING, CHASED BY THE FIRE, AND NOT ALLOWED TO GO INTO HIS PALACE, TURNED BACK TO WHERE MATTHEW WAS, AND CRIED OUT, SAYING: I BESEECH YOU, WHOEVER YOU ARE, O MAN, WHETHER MAGICIAN OR SORCERER OR GOD, OR ANGEL OF GOD, WHOM SO GREAT A PYRE HAS NOT TOUCHED, REMOVE FROM ME THIS DREADFUL AND FIERY DRAGON; FORGET THE EVIL I HAVE DONE, AS ALSO WHEN YOU MADE ME RECEIVE MY SIGHT. AND MATTHEW, HAVING REBUKED THE FIRE, AND THE FLAMES HAVING BEEN EXTINGUISHED, AND THE DRAGON HAVING BECOME INVISIBLE, STRETCHING HIS EYES TO HEAVEN, AND PRAYING IN HEBREW, AND COMMENDING HIS SPIRIT TO THE LORD, SAID: PEACE TO YOU! AND HAVING GLORIFIED THE LORD, HE WENT TO HIS REST ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR. THEN THE KING, HAVING ORDERED MORE SOLDIERS TO COME, AND THE BED TO BE BROUGHT FROM THE PALACE, WHICH HAD A GREAT SHOW OF GOLD, HE ORDERED THE APOSTLE TO BE LAID ON IT, AND CARRIED TO THE PALACE. AND THE BODY OF THE APOSTLE WAS LYING AS IF IN SLEEP, AND HIS ROBE AND HIS TUNIC UNSTAINED BY THE FIRE; AND SOMETIMES THEY SAW HIM ON THE BED, AND SOMETIMES FOLLOWING, AND SOMETIMES GOING BEFORE THE BED, AND WITH HIS RIGHT HAND, PUT UPON PLATO'S HEAD, AND SINGING ALONG WITH THE MULTITUDE, SO THAT BOTH THE KING AND THE SOLDIERS, WITH THE CROWD, WERE STRUCK WITH ASTONISHMENT. AND MANY DISEASED PERSONS AND DEMONIACS, HAVING ONLY TOUCHED THE BED, WERE MADE SOUND; AND AS MANY AS WERE SAVAGE IN APPEARANCE, IN THAT SAME HOUR WERE CHANGED INTO THE LIKENESS OF OTHER MEN. AND AS THE BED WAS GOING INTO THE PALACE, WE ALL SAW MATTHEW RISING UP, AS IT WERE, FROM THE BED, AND GOING INTO HEAVEN, LED BY THE HAND BY A BEAUTIFUL BOY; AND TWELVE MEN IN SHINING GARMENTS CAME TO MEET HIM, HAVING NEVER-FADING AND GOLDEN CROWNS ON THEIR HEAD; AND WE SAW HOW THAT CHILD CROWNED MATTHEW, SO AS TO BE LIKE THEM, AND IN A FLASH OF LIGHTNING THEY WENT AWAY TO HEAVEN. AND THE KING STOOD AT THE GATE OF THE PALACE, AND ORDERED THAT NO ONE SHOULD COME IN BUT THE SOLDIERS CARRYING THE BED. AND HAVING SHUT THE DOORS, HE ORDERED AN IRON COFFIN TO BE MADE, PUT THE BODY OF MATTHEW INTO IT, AND SEALED IT UP WITH LEAD; THROUGH THE EASTERN GATE OF THE PALACE AT MIDNIGHT PUT IT INTO A BOAT, NO ONE KNOWING OF IT, AND THREW IT INTO THE DEEP PART OF THE SEA. AND THROUGH THE WHOLE NIGHT THE BRETHREN REMAINED BEFORE THE GATE OF THE PALACE, SPENDING THE NIGHT, AND SINGING; AND WHEN THE DAWN ROSE THERE WAS A VOICE: O BISHOP PLATO, CARRY THE GOSPEL AND THE PSALTER OF DAVID; GO ALONG WITH THE MULTITUDE OF THE BRETHREN TO THE EAST OF THE PALACE, AND SING THE ALLELUIA, AND READ THE GOSPEL, AND BRING AS AN OFFERING THE HOLY BREAD; AND HAVING PRESSED THREE CLUSTERS FROM THE VINE INTO A CUP, COMMUNICATE WITH ME, AS THE LORD JESUS SHOWED US HOW TO OFFER UP WHEN HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD ON THE THIRD DAY. AND THE BISHOP HAVING RUN INTO THE CHURCH, AND TAKEN THE GOSPEL AND THE PSALTER OF DAVID, AND HAVING ASSEMBLED THE PRESBYTERS AND THE MULTITUDE OF THE BRETHREN, CAME TO THE EAST OF THE PALACE AT THE HOUR OF SUNRISE; AND HAVING ORDERED THE ONE WHO WAS SINGING TO GO UPON A CERTAIN LOFTY STONE, HE BEGAN TO PRAISE IN SINGING OF A SONG TO GOD: PRECIOUS IN THE SIGHT OF GOD IS THE DEATH OF HIS SAINTS. AND AGAIN: I LAID ME DOWN AND SLEPT; I AROSE: BECAUSE THE LORD WILL SUSTAIN ME. AND THEY LISTENED TO THE SINGING OF A SONG OF DAVID: SHALL HE THAT IS DEAD NOT RISE AGAIN? NOW I SHALL RAISE HIM UP FOR MYSELF, SAYS THE LORD. AND ALL SHOUTED OUT THE ALLELUIA. AND THE BISHOP READ THE GOSPEL, AND ALL CRIED OUT: GLORY TO YOU, YOU, WHO HAS BEEN GLORIFIED IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH. AND SO, THEN THEY OFFERED THE GIFT OF THE HOLY OFFERING FOR MATTHEW; AND HAVING PARTAKEN FOR THANKSGIVING OF THE UNDEFILED AND LIFE-GIVING MYSTERIES OF CHRIST, THEY ALL GLORIFIED GOD. AND IT WAS ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR, AND PLATO SEES THE SEA OPPOSITE ABOUT SEVEN FURLONGS OFF; AND, BEHOLD, MATTHEW WAS STANDING ON THE SEA, AND TWO MEN, ONE ON EACH SIDE, IN SHINING GARMENTS, AND THE BEAUTIFUL BOY IN FRONT OF THEM. AND ALL THE BRETHREN SAW THESE THINGS, AND THEY HEARD THEM SAYING AMEN, ALLELUIA. AND ONE COULD SEE THE SEA FIXED LIKE A STONE OF CRYSTAL, AND THE BEAUTIFUL BOY IN FRONT OF THEM, WHEN OUT OF THE DEPTH OF THE SEA A CROSS CAME UP, AND AT THE END OF THE CROSS THE COFFIN GOING UP IN WHICH WAS THE BODY OF MATTHEW; AND IN THE HOUR OF THE PIERCING ON THE CROSS, THE BOY PLACED THE COFFIN ON THE GROUND, BEHIND THE PALACE TOWARDS THE EAST, WHERE THE BISHOP HAD OFFERED THE OFFERING FOR MATTHEW. AND THE KING HAVING SEEN THESE THINGS FROM THE UPPER PART OF THE HOUSE, AND BEING TERROR-STRUCK, WENT FORTH FROM THE PALACE, AND RAN AND WORSHIPPED TOWARDS THE EAST AT THE COFFIN, AND FELL DOWN BEFORE THE BISHOP, AND THE PRESBYTERS, AND THE DEACONS, IN REPENTANCE AND CONFESSION, SAYING: TRULY I BELIEVE IN THE TRUE GOD, CHRIST JESUS. I ENTREAT, GIVE ME THE SEAL IN CHRIST, AND I WILL GIVE YOU MY PALACE, IN TESTIMONY OF MATTHEW, AND YOU SHALL PUT THE COFFIN UPON MY GOLDEN BED, IN THE GREAT DINING-ROOM; ONLY, HAVING BAPTIZED ME IN IT, COMMUNICATE TO ME THE EUCHARIST OF CHRIST. AND THE BISHOP HAVING PRAYED, AND ORDERED HIM TO TAKE OFF HIS CLOTHES, AND HAVING EXAMINED HIM FOR A LONG TIME, AND HE HAVING CONFESSED AND WEPT OVER WHAT HE HAD DONE, HAVING SEALED HIM, AND ANOINTED HIM WITH OIL, PUT HIM DOWN INTO THE SEA, IN THE NAME OF FATHER, AND SON, AND HOLY GHOST. AND WHEN HE CAME UP FROM THE WATER, HE ORDERED HIM TO PUT ON HIMSELF SPLENDID GARMENTS, AND SO THEN HAVING GIVEN PRAISE AND THANKS, COMMUNICATING THE HOLY BREAD AND MIXED CUP, THE BISHOP FIRST GAVE THEM TO THE KING, SAYING: LET THIS BODY OF CHRIST, AND THIS CUP, HIS BLOOD SHED FOR US, BE TO YOU FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS UNTO LIFE. AND A VOICE WAS HEARD FROM ON HIGH: AMEN, AMEN, AMEN. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS COMMUNICATED IN FEAR AND JOY, THE APOSTLE APPEARED AND SAID: KING FULVANUS, YOUR NAME SHALL NO LONGER BE FULVANUS; BUT YOU SHALL BE CALLED MATTHEW. AND YOU, THE SON OF THE KING, SHALL NO LONGER BE CALLED FULVANUS, BUT MATTHEW ALSO; AND YOU ZIPHAGIA, THE WIFE OF THE KING, SHALL BE CALLED SOPHIA; AND ERVA, THE WIFE OF YOUR SON, SHALL BE CALLED SYNESIS. AND THESE NAMES OF YOURS SHALL BE WRITTEN IN THE HEAVENS, AND THERE SHALL NOT FAIL OF YOUR LOINS FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION. AND IN THAT SAME HOUR MATTHEW APPOINTED THE KING A PRESBYTER, AND HE WAS THIRTY-SEVEN YEARS OLD; AND THE KING'S SON HE APPOINTED DEACON, BEING SEVENTEEN YEARS OLD; AND THE KING'S WIFE HE APPOINTED A PRESBYTERESS; AND HIS SON'S WIFE HE APPOINTED A DEACONESS, AND SHE ALSO WAS SEVENTEEN YEARS OLD. AND THEN HE THUS BLESSED THEM, SAYING: THE BLESSING AND THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST SHALL BE WITH YOU TO TIME EVERLASTING. THEN THE KING, HAVING AWAKENED OUT OF SLEEP, AND REJOICED WITH ALL HIS HOUSE AT THE VISION OF THE HOLY APOSTLE MATTHEW, PRAISED GOD. AND THE KING, HAVING GONE INTO HIS PALACE, BROKE ALL THE IDOLS TO PIECES, AND GAVE A DECREE TO THOSE IN HIS KINGDOM, WRITING THUS: KING MATTHEW, TO ALL THOSE UNDER MY KINGDOM, GREETING. CHRIST HAVING APPEARED UPON EARTH, AND HAVING SAVED THE HUMAN RACE, THE SO-CALLED GODS HAVE BEEN FOUND TO BE DECEIVERS, AND SOUL-DESTROYERS, AND PLOTTERS AGAINST THE HUMAN RACE. WHENCE, DIVINE GRACE HAVING SHONE ABROAD, AND COME EVEN TO US, AND WE HAVING COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE DECEPTION OF THE IDOLS, THAT IT IS VAIN AND FALSE, IT HAS SEEMED GOOD TO OUR DIVINITY THAT THERE SHOULD NOT BE MANY GODS, BUT ONE, AND ONE ONLY, THE GOD IN THE HEAVENS. AND YOU, HAVING RECEIVED THIS OUR DECREE, KEEP TO THE PURPORT OF IT, AND BREAK TO PIECES AND DESTROY EVERY IDOL; AND IF ANY ONE SHALL BE DETECTED FROM THIS TIME FORTH SERVING IDOLS, OR CONCEALING THEM, LET SUCH AN ONE BE SUBJECTED TO PUNISHMENT BY THE SWORD. FAREWELL ALL, BECAUSE WE ALSO ARE WELL. AND WHEN THIS ORDER WAS GIVEN OUT, ALL, REJOICING AND EXULTING, BROKE THEIR IDOLS TO PIECES, CRYING OUT AND SAYING: THERE IS ONE ONLY GOD, HE WHO IS IN THE HEAVENS, WHO DOES GOOD TO MEN. AND AFTER ALL THESE THINGS HAD COME TO PASS, MATTHEW THE APOSTLE OF CHRIST APPEARED TO THE BISHOP PLATO, AND SAID TO HIM: PLATO, SERVANT OF GOD, AND OUR BROTHER, BE IT KNOWN UNTO YOU, THAT AFTER THREE YEARS SHALL BE YOUR REST IN THE LORD, AND EXULTATION TO AGES OF AGES. AND THE KING HIMSELF, WHOM AFTER MY OWN NAME I HAVE CALLED MATTHEW, SHALL RECEIVE THE THRONE OF YOUR BISHOPRIC, AND AFTER HIM HIS SON. AND HE, HAVING SAID PEACE TO YOU AND ALL THE SAINTS, WENT TO HEAVEN. AND AFTER THREE YEARS THE BISHOP PLATO RESTED IN THE LORD. AND KING MATTHEW SUCCEEDED HIM, HAVING GIVEN UP HIS KINGDOM WILLINGLY TO ANOTHER, WHENCE THERE WAS GIVEN HIM GRACE AGAINST UNCLEAN DEMONS, AND HE CURED EVERY AFFLICTION. AND HE ADVANCED HIS SON TO BE A PRESBYTER, AND MADE HIM SECOND TO HIMSELF. AND SAINT MATTHEW FINISHED HIS COURSE IN THE COUNTRY OF THE MAN-EATERS, IN THE CITY OF MYRNA, ON THE SIXTEENTH OF THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST REIGNING, TO WHOM BE GLORY AND STRENGTH, NOW AND EVER, AND TO AGES OF AGES. AMEN. 
THE MARTYRDOM OF MATTHEW
1 THE HOLY MATTHEW REMAINED ALONE ON THE MOUNT PRAYING, IN THE APOSTOLIC ROBE, BAREFOOT, AND JESUS APPEARED TO HIM IN THE FORM OF ONE OF THE CHILDREN THAT WERE SINGING IN PARADISE. 2 A DIALOGUE. 3 MATTHEW SAID: THAT I SAW THEE IN PARADISE SINGING WITH THE OTHER CHILDREN THAT WERE SLAIN AT BETHLEHEM I KNOW; BUT HOW THOU CAMEST HITHER SO QUICKLY, I MARVEL. BUT TELL ME, WHERE IS THAT UNGODLY HEROD?' HE DWELLETH IN HELL, AND THERE IS PREPARED FOR HIM FIRE UNQUENCHABLE, UNENDING GEHENNA, BOILING MIRE, THE WORM THAT SLEEPETH NOT, BECAUSE HE KILLED 3,000 CHILDREN. 4 NOW TAKE MY STAFF AND GO TO MYRNA THE CITY OF THE MAN-EATERS, AND PLANT IT AT THE GATE OF THE CHURCH WHICH YOU AND ANDREW FOUNDED. IT WILL BECOME A TREE, AND A SPRING WILL RISE AT ITS FOOT, AND THE MAN-EATERS WILL EAT OF THE TREE AND WASH IN THE SPRING AND THEIR BODIES WILL BE CHANGED AND THEY WILL BE ASHAMED OF THEIR NAKEDNESS, AND USE FIRE TO COOK THEIR FOOD, AND LEARN TO KNOW ME.' 5 AT THE CITY GATE HE WAS MET BY PHULBANA THE KING'S WIFE, PHULBANOS HIS SON AND ERBA HIS WIFE, ALL POSSESSED BY DEVILS -AND THE DEVILS CRIED OUT AND THREATENED MATTHEW THAT THEY WOULD ROUSE THE KING AGAINST HIM. HE CAST THEM OUT. 6 THE BISHOP PLATO HEARD AND CAME OUT TO MEET HIM WITH THE CLERGY. AND MATTHEW PREACHED TO THE PEOPLE, 7 AND PLANTED THE STAFF. AND THE PEOPLE BECAME HUMANIZED- 8 HE BAPTIZED THE QUEEN AND THE REST. 9 AT DAWN THE STAFF WAS BECOME A TREE. 10 PHULBANUS THE KING WAS PLEASED WITH ALL THIS AT FIRST, BUT WHEN THEY REFUSED TO QUIT MATTHEW, HE RESOLVED TO BURN HIM. 11 MATTHEW HAD A CONSOLING VISION, AND WARNED THE PEOPLE OF HIS DEATH. 12 THE DEVIL WHOM HE HAD CAST OUT DISGUISED HIMSELF AS A SOLDIER AND WENT TO THE KING AND ADVISED HIM TO SEIZE MATTHEW. 13 HE SENT FOUR SOLDIERS, WHO COULD ONLY HEAR TWO MEN TALKING (MATTHEW AND PLATO), AND THEN TEN WHO WERE ROUTED BY SEEING A CHILD WITH A TORCH. 14 THE DEVIL DESCRIBED TO THE KING THE DIFFICULTY OF SEIZING MATTHEW AND ALL THAT HE COULD DO. THE KING SAID: TAKE HIM YOURSELF. L CANNOT, FOR HE HAS DESTROYED ALL OUR RACE. 15 WHO, THEN, ARE YOU? SAID THE KING. I AM THE DEMON ASMODAEUS WHO WAS IN YOUR WIFE. THE KING ADJURED HIM TO DEPART WITHOUT HARMING ANY ONE, AND HE VANISHED AS SMOKE. 16 THAT DAY THE KING REMAINED QUIET, BUT NEXT DAY TOOK TWO SOLDIERS AND WENT TO THE CHURCH AND SENT FOR MATTHEW. 17 HE CAME OUT WITH PLATO, BUT THE KING COULD NOT SEE HIM. MATTHEW OPENED HIS EYES. 18 THE KING TREACHEROUSLY LED HIM TO THE PALACE. THEY PINNED HIM HAND AND FOOT TO THE EARTH AND COVERED HIM WITH PAPYRUS SOAKED IN DOLPHIN OIL, AND POURED BRIMSTONE, ASPHALT, AND PITCH ON HIM, AND HEAPED UP TOW AND WOOD. 19 AND THE FIRE TURNED TO DEW, AND ALL THE PEOPLE PRAISED GOD. 20 MUCH CHARCOAL FROM THE ROYAL BATHS WAS BROUGHT, AND THE TWELVE GODS OF GOLD AND SILVER WERE SET ROUND THE FIRE. 21 MATTHEW LOOKING UP TO HEAVEN, CRIED: ADONAI ELOI SABAOTH MARMARI MARMOUNTH. THE FIRE BLAZED UP, AND THE KING SAID: WHERE IS NOW YOUR MAGIC? BUT ALL THE FIRE BLEW OUT ABOUT THE IDOLS AND MELTED THEM -WHOSE WEIGHT WAS 1,000 TALENTS OF GOLD. AND THE KING LAMENTED THAT GODS OF STONE AND CLAY WERE SUPERIOR. 22 THE FIRE BURNT UP MANY SOLDIERS, AND THEN TOOK THE FORM OF A DRAGON AND CHASED THE KING TO THE PALACE, AND CURLED ROUND SO THAT HE COULD NOT GO IN AND MADE HIM COME BACK TO MATTHEW, CRYING FOR HELP. MATTHEW REBUKED THE FIRE AND PRAYED, AND GAVE UP THE GHOST. 23 THE KING HAD HIM BORNE IN STATE TO THE PALACE. THE BODY AND ROBES WERE INTACT, AND SOMETIMES HE WAS SEEN ON THE BIER, SOMETIMES FOLLOWING OR PRECEDING IT, AND LAYING HIS HAND ON PLATO'S HEAD. AND MANY SICK, WERE HEALED. 24 WHEN THEY REACHED THE PALACE MATTHEW WAS SEEN TO RISE FROM THE BIER AND ASCEND TO HEAVEN, LED BY A BEAUTIFUL CHILD, AND TWELVE MEN IN CROWNS, AND WE SAW THE CHILD CROWN HIM. THE KING HAD A COFFIN MADE OF IRON AND SEALED IT WITH LEAD, AND PRIVATELY PUT IT ON A SHIP AT MIDNIGHT AND SANK IT IN THE SEA. 25 ALL NIGHT THE BRETHREN WATCHED AT THE PALACE GATE, AND AT DAWN A VOICE CAME: PLATO, TAKE THE GOSPEL AND THE PSALTER AND GO TO THE EAST OF THE PALACE AND SING ALLELUIA, AND READ THE GOSPEL, AND OFFER OF THE BREAD AND THE VINE, PRESSING THREE CLUSTERS INTO THE CUP, AND COMMUNICATE WITH ME, AS THE LORD JESUS SHOWED US THE OFFERING THAT IS ABOVE, ON THE THIRD DAY AFTER HE ROSE. SO, IT WAS DONE, AND THE CHANTER WENT UP ON A GREAT STONE AND SANG: PRECIOUS IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD...I SLEPT AND ROSE UP AGAIN...AND THEY ANSWERED: SHALL NOT THE SLEEPER AWAKE? ...NOW WILL I ARISE, SAITH THE LORD. ALLELUIA. THEY READ THE GOSPEL AND MADE THE OFFERING. 26 IT WAS ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR, AND PLATO LOOKED OUT TO SEA SEVEN STADIA AWAY, AND LO, MATTHEW STANDING ON THE SEA BETWEEN TWO MEN IN BRIGHT APPAREL, AND THE BEAUTIFUL CHILD BEFORE THEM. AND THEY SAID AMEN, ALLELUIA. AND THE SEA WAS TO LOOK UPON LIKE A CRYSTAL STONE, AND BEFORE THE CHILD A CROSS CAME UP OUT OF THE DEEP, AND AT THE LOWER END OF IT THE COFFIN OF MATTHEW: AND IN A MOMENT IT WAS SET ON THE LAND WHERE THEY WERE. 27 THE KING BEHELD ALL FROM A WINDOW, AND CAME DOWN AND FELL AT THEIR FEET AND CONFESSED HIS SIN AND HIS BELIEF. HE WOULD GIVE THEM THE PALACE FOR A SANCTUARY, AND THE COFFIN SHOULD BE LAID ON HIS GOLDEN COUCH IN THE GREAT HALL. PLATO BAPTIZED AND COMMUNICATED HIM. 28 THE APOSTLE APPEARED AND SAID: THY NAME SHALL NO MORE BE BULPHAMNUS BUT MATTHEW; THY SON NOT BULPHANDRUS BUT ALSO MATTHEW; THY WIFE ZIPHAGIA, SOPHIA; AND HIS WIFE ORBA, SYNESIS. HE ORDAINED THE KING A PRIEST, BEING 37, HIS SON A DEACON, BEING 17: HIS WIFE A PRIESTESS (PRESBYTIS) AND HIS SON'S WIFE A DEACONESS, BEING 17. [29 (IN ONE RECENSION ONLY): THE KING DESTROYED HIS IDOLS, AND ISSUED A DECREE ESTABLISHING THE NEW FAITH.] 30 MATTHEW BADE THEM OFFER THE OFFERING DAILY FOR FORTY-NINE DAYS AND REPEAT IT YEARLY, AND TOLD PLATO HE SHOULD JOIN HIM IN THREE YEARS, AND BE SUCCEEDED BY THE KING, AND HE BY HIS SON. THEN WITH TWO ANGELS HE DEPARTED TO HEAVEN. 31 AND A VOICE CAME, PROMISING PEACE AND SAFETY TO THE CITY. HIS DAY IS THE 14TH OF GORPIAEUS (AL. 16 NOVEMBER; LAT. 11 OCTOBER). 
THE CONSUMMATION OF THOMAS THE APOSTLE
AT THE COMMAND OF KING MISDEUS THE BLESSED APOSTLE THOMAS WAS CAST INTO PRISON; AND HE SAID: I GLORIFY GOD, AND I SHALL PREACH THE WORD TO THE PRISONERS, SO THAT ALL REJOICED AT HIS PRESENCE. WHEN, THEREFORE, JUZANES THE KING'S SON, AND TERTIA HIS MOTHER, AND MYGDONIA, AND MARKIA, HAD BECOME BELIEVERS, BUT WERE NOT YET THOUGHT WORTHY OF BAPTISM, THEY TOOK IT EXCEEDINGLY ILL THAT THE BLESSED ONE HAD BEEN SHUT UP. AND HAVING COME TO THE PRISON, AND GIVEN MUCH MONEY TO THE JAILOR, THEY WENT IN TO HIM. AND HE, SEEING THEM, WAS GLAD, AND GLORIFIED THE LORD, AND BLESSED THEM. AND THEY ENTREATED AND BEGGED THE SEAL IN THE LORD, A BEAUTIFUL YOUNG MAN HAVING APPEARED TO THEM IN A DREAM, AND ORDERED THE APOSTLE INTO THE HOUSE OF JUZANES. AND, AGAIN THE BEAUTIFUL YOUNG MAN, COMING TO THEM AND THOMAS, BADE THEM DO THIS ON THE COMING NIGHT. AND HE RAN BEFORE THEM, AND GAVE THEM LIGHT ON THE WAY, AND WITHOUT NOISE OPENED THE DOORS THAT HAD BEEN SECURED, UNTIL ALL THE MYSTERY WAS COMPLETED. AND HAVING MADE THEM COMMUNICATE IN THE EUCHARIST, AND HAVING TALKED MUCH WITH THEM, AND CONFIRMED THEM IN THE FAITH, AND COMMENDED THEM TO THE LORD, HE WENT FORTH THENCE, LEAVING THE WOMEN, AND AGAIN WENT TO BE SHUT UP. AND THEY GRIEVED AND WEPT BECAUSE MISDEUS THE KING WAS TO KILL HIM. AND THOMAS WENT AND FOUND THE JAILORS FIGHTING, AND SAYING: WHAT WRONG HAVE WE DONE TO THAT SORCERER, THAT, AVAILING HIMSELF OF HIS MAGIC ART, HE HAS OPENED THE DOORS OF THE PRISON, AND WISHES TO SET ALL THE PRISONERS FREE? BUT LET US GO AND LET THE KING KNOW ABOUT HIS WIFE AND HIS SON. AND WHEN HE CAME, THEY STRIPPED HIM, AND GIRDED HIM WITH A GIRDLE; AND THUS, THEY STOOD BEFORE THE KING. AND MISDEUS SAID TO HIM: ARE YOU A SLAVE, OR A FREEMAN? AND THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM: I AM NOT A SLAVE, AND YOU HAVE NO POWER AGAINST ME AT ALL. AND HOW, SAID MISDEUS, HAVE YOU RUN AWAY AND COME TO THIS COUNTRY? AND THOMAS SAID: I CAME HERE THAT I MIGHT SAVE MANY, AND THAT I MIGHT BY YOUR HANDS DEPART FROM THIS BODY. MISDEUS SAYS TO HIM: WHO IS YOUR MASTER? AND WHAT IS HIS NAME? AND OF WHAT COUNTRY, AND OF WHOM IS HE? MY LORD, SAYS THOMAS, IS MY MASTER AND YOURS, BEING THE LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. AND MISDEUS SAID: WHAT IS HE CALLED? AND THOMAS SAID: YOU CANNOT KNOW HIS TRUE NAME AT THIS TIME; BUT I TELL YOU THE NAME THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN HIM FOR A SEASON—JESUS THE CHRIST. AND MISDEUS SAID: I HAVE NOT BEEN IN A HURRY TO DESTROY YOU, BUT HAVE RESTRAINED MYSELF; BUT YOU HAVE MADE A DISPLAY OF WORKS, SO THAT YOUR SORCERIES HAVE BEEN HEARD OF IN ALL THE COUNTRY. BUT NOW THIS WILL I DO, THAT YOUR SORCERIES MAY ALSO PERISH WITH YOU, THAT OUR NATION MAY BE PURIFIED FROM THEM. AND THOMAS SAID: DO YOU CALL THESE THINGS WHICH WILL FOLLOW ME SORCERIES? THEY SHALL NEVER BE REMOVED FROM THE PEOPLE HERE. AND WHILE THESE THINGS WERE SAYING, MISDEUS WAS CONSIDERING IN WHAT MANNER HE SHOULD PUT HIM TO DEATH; FOR HE WAS AFRAID OF THE MULTITUDE STANDING ROUND, MANY, EVEN SOME OF THE CHIEF MEN, HAVING BELIEVED IN HIM. AND HE AROSE, AND TOOK THOMAS OUTSIDE OF THE CITY; AND A FEW SOLDIERS ACCOMPANIED HIM WITH THEIR ARMS. AND THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE THOUGHT THAT THE KING WAS WISHING TO LEARN SOMETHING FROM HIM; AND THEY STOOD AND OBSERVED HIM CLOSELY. AND WHEN THEY HAD GONE FORTH THREE STADIA, HE DELIVERED HIM TO FOUR SOLDIERS, AND TO ONE OF THE CHIEF OFFICERS, AND ORDERED THEM TO TAKE HIM UP INTO THE MOUNTAIN AND SPEAR HIM; BUT HE HIMSELF RETURNED TO THE CITY. AND THOSE PRESENT RAN TO THOMAS, EAGER TO RESCUE HIM; BUT HE WAS LED AWAY BY THE SOLDIERS WHO WERE WITH HIM. FOR THERE WERE TWO ON EACH SIDE HAVING HOLD OF HIM, BECAUSE OF SORCERY. AND THE CHIEF OFFICER HELD HIM BY THE HAND, AND LED HIM WITH HONOUR. AND AT THE SAME TIME THE BLESSED APOSTLE SAID: O THE HIDDEN MYSTERIES OF YOU, O LORD! FOR EVEN TO THE CLOSE OF LIFE IS FULFILLED IN US THE RICHES OF YOUR GRACE, WHICH DOES NOT ALLOW US TO BE WITHOUT FEELING AS TO THE BODY. FOR, BEHOLD, FOUR HAVE LAID HOLD OF ME, AND ONE LEADS ME, SINCE I BELONG TO ONE, TO WHOM I AM GOING ALWAYS INVISIBLY. BUT NOW I LEARN THAT MY LORD ALSO, SINCE HE WAS A STRANGER, TO WHOM I AM GOING, WHO ALSO IS ALWAYS PRESENT WITH ME INVISIBLY, WAS STRUCK BY ONE; BUT I AM STRUCK BY FOUR. AND WHEN THEY CAME TO THAT PLACE WHERE THEY WERE TO SPEAR HIM, THOMAS SPOKE THUS TO THOSE SPEARING HIM: HEAR ME NOW, AT LEAST, WHEN I AM DEPARTING FROM MY BODY; AND LET NOT YOUR EYES BE DARKENED IN UNDERSTANDING, NOR YOUR EARS SHUT UP SO AS NOT TO HEAR THOSE THINGS IN WHICH YOU HAVE BELIEVED THE GOD WHOM I PREACH, AFTER BEING DELIVERED IN YOUR SOULS FROM RASHNESS; AND BEHAVE IN A MANNER BECOMING THOSE WHO ARE FREE, BEING VOID OF HUMAN GLORY, AND LIVE THE LIFE TOWARDS GOD. AND HE SAID TO JUZANES: SON OF AN EARTHLY KING, BUT SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST, GIVE WHAT IS DUE TO THOSE WHO ARE TO FULFIL THE COMMAND OF MISDEUS, IN ORDER THAT I MAY GO APART FROM THEM AND PRAY. AND JUZANES HAVING PAID THE SOLDIERS, THE APOSTLE BETOOK HIMSELF TO PRAYER; AND IT WAS AS FOLLOWS: MY LORD, AND MY GOD, AND HOPE, AND LEADER, AND GUIDE IN ALL COUNTRIES, I FOLLOW YOU ALONG WITH ALL THAT SERVE YOU, AND DO THOU GUIDE ME THIS DAY ON MY WAY TO YOU. LET NO ONE TAKE MY SOUL, WHICH YOU HAVE GIVEN TO ME. LET NOT PUBLICANS AND BEGGARS LOOK UPON ME, NOR LET SERPENTS SLANDER ME, AND LET NOT THE CHILDREN OF THE DRAGON HISS AT ME. BEHOLD, I HAVE FULFILLED YOUR WORK, AND ACCOMPLISHED WHAT YOU GAVE ME TO DO. I HAVE BECOME A SLAVE, THAT I MIGHT RECEIVE FREEDOM FROM YOU; DO THEN GIVE IT TO ME, AND MAKE ME PERFECT. AND THIS I SAY NOT WAVERING, BUT THAT THEY MAY HEAR WHO NEED TO HEAR. I GLORIFY YOU IN ALL, LORD AND MASTER; FOR TO YOU IS DUE GLORY FOR EVER. AMEN. AND WHEN HE HAD PRAYED, HE SAID TO THE SOLDIERS: COME AND FINISH THE WORK OF HIM THAT SENT YOU. AND THE FOUR STRUCK HIM AT ONCE, AND KILLED HIM. AND ALL THE BRETHREN WEPT, AND WRAPPED HIM UP IN BEAUTIFUL SHAWLS, AND MANY LINEN CLOTHS, AND LAID HIM IN THE TOMB IN WHICH OF OLD THE KINGS USED TO BE BURIED. AND SYPHOR AND JUZANES DID NOT GO TO THE CITY, BUT SPENT THE WHOLE DAY THERE, AND WAITED DURING THE NIGHT. AND THOMAS APPEARED TO THEM, AND SAID: I AM NOT THERE; WHY DO YOU SIT WATCHING? FOR I HAVE GONE UP, AND RECEIVED THE THINGS I HOPED FOR; BUT RISE UP AND WALK, AND AFTER NO LONG TIME YOU SHALL BE BROUGHT BESIDE ME. AND MISDEUS AND CHARISIUS GREATLY AFFLICTED TERTIA AND MYGDONIA, BUT DID NOT PERSUADE THEM TO ABANDON THEIR OPINIONS. AND THOMAS APPEARED, AND SAID TO THEM: FORGET NOT THE FORMER THINGS, FOR THE HOLY AND SANCTIFYING JESUS HIMSELF WILL AID YOU. AND MISDEUS AND CHARISIUS, WHEN THEY COULD NOT PERSUADE THEM NOT TO BE OF THIS OPINION, GRANTED THEM THEIR OWN WILL. AND ALL THE BRETHREN ASSEMBLED TOGETHER, FOR THE BLESSED ONE HAD MADE SYPHORUS A PRESBYTER IN THE MOUNTAIN, AND JUZANIUS A DEACON, WHEN HE WAS LED AWAY TO DIE. AND THE LORD HELPED THEM, AND INCREASED THE FAITH BY MEANS OF THEM. AND AFTER A LONG TIME, IT HAPPENED THAT ONE OF THE SONS OF MISDEUS WAS A DEMONIAC; AND THE DEMON BEING STUBBORN, NO ONE WAS ABLE TO HEAL HIM. AND MISDEUS CONSIDERED, AND SAID: I SHALL GO AND OPEN THE TOMB, AND TAKE A BONE OF THE APOSTLE'S BODY, AND TOUCH MY SON WITH IT, AND I KNOW THAT HE WILL BE HEALED. AND HE WENT TO DO WHAT HE HAD THOUGHT OF. AND THE BLESSED APOSTLE APPEARED TO HIM, AND SAID: YOU DID NOT BELIEVE IN ME WHEN ALIVE; HOW WILL YOU BELIEVE IN ME WHEN I AM DEAD? FEAR NOT. JESUS CHRIST IS KINDLY DISPOSED TO YOU, THROUGH HIS GREAT CLEMENCY. AND MISDEUS, WHEN HE DID NOT FIND THE BONES (FOR ONE OF THE BRETHREN HAD TAKEN THEM, AND CARRIED THEM INTO THE REGIONS OF THE WEST ), TOOK SOME DUST FROM WHERE THE BONES HAD LAIN, AND TOUCHED HIS SON WITH IT, AND SAID: I BELIEVE IN YOU, JESUS, NOW WHEN HE HAS LEFT ME WHO ALWAYS AFFLICTS MEN, THAT THEY MAY NOT LOOK TO YOUR LIGHT WHICH GIVES UNDERSTANDING, O LORD, KIND TO MEN. AND HIS SON BEING HEALED IN THIS MANNER, HE MET WITH THE REST OF THE BRETHREN WHO WERE UNDER THE RULE OF SYPHORUS, AND ENTREATED THE BRETHREN TO PRAY FOR HIM, THAT HE MIGHT OBTAIN MERCY FROM OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST; TO WHOM BE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
THE OTHER APOCRYPHAL REVELATIONS
THE REVELATION OF JOHN
THE REVELATION OF SAINT JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN
AFTER THE TAKING UP OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, I JOHN WAS ALONE UPON MOUNT TABOR, (1) WHERE ALSO HE SHOWED US HIS UNDEFILED GODHEAD; AND AS I WAS NOT ABLE TO STAND, I FELL UPON THE GROUND, AND PRAYED TO THE LORD, AND SAID: O LORD MY GOD, WHO HAST DEEMED ME WORTHY TO BE THY SERVANT, HEAR MY VOICE, AND TEACH ME ABOUT THY COMING. WHEN THOU SHALL COME TO THE EARTH, WHAT WILL HAPPEN? THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AND THE SUN AND THE MOON, WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THEM IN THOSE TIMES? REVEAL TO ME ALL; FOR I AM EMBOLDENED, BECAUSE THOU LISTENEST TO THY SERVANT. AND I SPENT SEVEN DAYS PRAYING; AND AFTER THIS A CLOUD OF LIGHT CAUGHT ME UP FROM THE MOUNTAIN, AND SET ME BEFORE THE FACE OF THE HEAVEN. AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: LOOK UP, JOHN, SERVANT OF GOD, AND KNOW. AND HAVING LOOKED UP, I SAW THE HEAVEN OPENED, AND THERE CAME FORTH FROM WITHIN THE HEAVEN A SMELL OF PERFUMES OF MUCH SWEET ODOUR; AND I SAW AN EXCEEDING GREAT FLOOD OF LIGHT, MORE RESPLENDENT THAN THE SUN. AND AGAIN, I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: BEHOLD, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. AND I DIRECTED MY SIGHT, AND SAW A BOOK LYING, OF THE THICKNESS, METHOUGHT, OF SEVEN MOUNTAINS; (2) AND THE LENGTH OF IT THE MIND OF MAN CANNOT COMPREHEND, HAVING SEVEN SEALS. AND I SAID: O LORD MY GOD, REVEAL TO ME WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK. AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. IN THIS BOOK WHICH THOU SEEST THERE HAVE BEEN WRITTEN THE THINGS IN THE HEAVEN, AND THE THINGS IN THE EARTH, AND THE THINGS IN THE ABYSS, AND THE JUDGMENTS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS OF ALL THE HUMAN RACE. (3) AND I SAID: LORD, WHEN SHALL THESE THINGS COME TO PASS? AND WHAT DO THOSE TIMES BRING? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. (4) THERE SHALL BE IN THAT TIME ABUNDANCE OF CORN AND WINE, SUCH AS THERE HATH NEVER BEEN UPON THE EARTH, NOR SHALL EVER BE UNTIL THOSE TIMES COME. THEN THE EAR OF CORN SHALL PRODUCE A HALF CHOENIX, (5) AND THE BEND OF THE BRANCH SHALL PRODUCE A THOUSAND CLUSTERS, AND THE CLUSTER SHALL PRODUCE A HALF JAR OF WINE; AND IN THE FOLLOWING YEAR THERE SHALL NOT BE FOUND UPON THE FACE OF ALL THE EARTH A HALF CHOENIX OF CORN OR A HALF JAR OF WINE. AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, THEREAFTER WHAT WILT THOU DO? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. THEN SHALL APPEAR THE DENIER, AND HE WHO IS SET APART IN THE DARKNESS, WHO IS CALLED ANTICHRIST. AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, REVEAL TO ME WHAT HE IS LIKE. AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: THE APPEARANCE OF HIS FACE IS DUSKY; (6) THE HAIRS OF HIS HEAD ARE SHARP, LIKE DARTS; HIS EYEBROWS LIKE A WILD BEAST'S; HIS RIGHT EYE LIKE THE STAR WHICH RISES IN THE MORNING, AND THE OTHER LIKE A LION'S; HIS MOUTH ABOUT ONE CUBIT; HIS TEETH SPAN LONG; HIS FINGERS LIKE SCYTHES; THE PRINT OF HIS FEET OF TWO SPANS; AND ON HIS FACE AN INSCRIPTION, ANTICHRIST; HE SHALL BE EXALTED EVEN TO HEAVEN, AND SHALL BE CAST DOWN EVEN TO HADES, MAKING FALSE DISPLAYS. (7) AND THEN WILL I MAKE THE HEAVEN BRAZEN, SO THAT IT SHALL NOT GIVE MOISTURE (8) UPON THE EARTH; AND I WILL HIDE THE CLOUDS IN SECRET PLACES, SO THAT THEY SHALL NOT BRING MOISTURE UPON THE EARTH; AND I WILL COMMAND THE HORNS OF THE WIND, SO THAT THE WIND SHALL NOT BLOW UPON THE EARTH. (9) AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, AND HOW MANY YEARS WILL HE DO THIS UPON THE EARTH? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. THREE YEARS SHALL THOSE TIMES BE; AND I WILL MAKE THE THREE YEARS LIKE THREE MONTHS, AND THE THREE MONTHS LIKE THREE WEEKS, AND THE THREE WEEKS LIKE THREE DAYS, AND THE THREE DAYS LIKE THREE HOURS, AND THE THREE HOURS LIKE THREE SECONDS, AS SAID THE PROPHET DAVID, HIS THRONE HAST THOU BROKEN DOWN TO THE GROUND; THOU HAST SHORTENED THE DAYS OF HIS TIME; THOU HAST POURED SHAME UPON HIM. (1) AND THEN I SHALL SEND FORTH ENOCH AND ELIAS TO CONVICT HIM; AND THEY SHALL SHOW HIM TO BE A LIAR AND A DECEIVER; AND HE SHALL KILL THEM AT THE ALTAR, AS SAID THE PROPHET, THEN, SHALL THEY OFFER CALVES UPON THINE ALTAR. (2) AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, AND AFTER THAT WHAT WILL COME TO PASS? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. THEN ALL THE HUMAN RACE SHALL DIE, AND THERE SHALL NOT BE A LIVING MAN UPON ALL THE EARTH. AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, AFTER THAT WHAT WILT THOU DO? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. THEN WILL I SEND FORTH MINE ANGELS, AND THEY SHALL TAKE THE RAM'S HORNS THAT LIE UPON THE CLOUD; AND MICHAEL AND GABRIEL SHALL GO FORTH OUT OF THE HEAVEN AND SOUND WITH THOSE HORNS, AS THE PROPHET DAVID FORETOLD, WITH THE VOICE OF A TRUMPET OF HORN. (3) AND THE VOICE OF THE TRUMPET SHALL BE HEARD FROM THE ONE QUARTER OF THE WORLD TO THE OTHER; (4) AND FROM THE VOICE OF THAT TRUMPET ALL THE EARTH SHALL BE SHAKEN, AS THE PROPHET FORETOLD, AND AT THE VOICE OF THE BIRD EVERY PLANT SHALL ARISE; (5) THAT IS, AT THE VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL ALL THE HUMAN RACE SHALL ARISE. (6) AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, THOSE WHO ARE DEAD FROTH ADAM EVEN TO THIS DAY, AND WHO DWELL IN HADES FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD, AND WHO DIE AT THE LAST AGES, WHAT LIKE SHALL THEY ARISE? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. ALL THE HUMAN RACE SHALL ARISE THIRTY YEARS OLD. AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, THEY DIE MALE AND FEMALE, AND SOME OLD, AND SOME YOUNG, AND SOME INFANTS. IN THE RESURRECTION WHAT LIKE SHALL THEY ARISE? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. JUST AS THE BEES ARE, AND DIFFER NOT ONE FROM ANOTHER, BUT ARE ALL OF ONE APPEARANCE AND ONE SIZE, SO ALSO SHALL EVERY MAN BE IN THE RESURRECTION. THERE IS NEITHER FAIR, NOR RUDDY, NOR BLACK, NEITHER ETHIOPIAN NOR DIFFERENT COUNTENANCES; BUT THEY SHALL ALL ARISE OF ONE APPEARANCE AND ONE STATURE. ALL THE HUMAN RACE SHALL ARISE WITHOUT BODIES, AS I TOLD YOU THAT IN THE RESURRECTION AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, IS IT POSSIBLE IN THAT WORLD TO RECOGNISE EACH OTHER, A BROTHER HIS BROTHER, OR A FRIEND HIS FRIEND, OR A FATHER HIS OWN CHILDREN, OR THE CHILDREN THEIR OWN PARENTS? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, JOHN. TO THE RIGHTEOUS THERE IS RECOGNITION, BUT TO THE SINNERS NOT AT ALL; THEY CANNOT IN THE RESURRECTION RECOGNISE EACH OTHER. AND AGAIN, I JOHN SAID: LORD, IS THERE, RECOLLECTION OF THE THINGS THAT ARE HERE, EITHER FIELDS OR VINEYARDS, OR OTHER THINGS HERE? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. THE PROPHET DAVID SPEAKS, SAYING, I REMEMBERED THAT WE ARE DUST: AS FOR MAN, HIS DAYS ARE AS GRASS; AS A FLOWER OF THE FIELD, SO HE SHALL FLOURISH: FOR A WIND HATH PASSED OVER IT, AND IT SHALL BE NO MORE, AND IT SHALL NOT ANY LONGER KNOW ITS PLACE. (8) AND AGAIN, THE SAME SAID: HIS SPIRIT (9) SHALL GO FORTH, AND HE RETURNS TO HIS EARTH; IN THAT DAY ALL HIS THOUGHTS SHALL PERISH. (10) AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, AND AFTER THAT WHAT WILT THOU DO? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. THEN WILL I SEND FORTH MINE ANGELS OVER THE FACE OF ALL THE EARTH, AND THEY SHALL LIFT OFF THE EARTH EVERYTHING HONOURABLE, AND EVERYTHING PRECIOUS, AND THE VENERABLE AND HOLY IMAGES, AND THE GLORIOUS AND PRECIOUS CROSSES, AND THE SACRED VESSELS OF THE CHURCHES, AND THE DIVINE AND SACRED BOOKS; AND ALL THE PRECIOUS AND HOLY THINGS SHALL BE LIFTED UP BY CLOUDS INTO THE AIR. AND THEN WILL I ORDER TO BE LIFTED UP THE GREAT AND VENERABLE SCEPTRE, (11) ON WHICH I STRETCHED FORTH MY HANDS, AND ALL THE ORDERS OF MY ANGELS SHALL DO REVERENCE TO IT. AND THEN SHALL BE LIFTED UP ALL THE RACE OF MEN UPON CLOUDS, AS THE APOSTLE PAUL FORETOLD. (12) ALONG WITH THEM WE SHALL BE SNATCHED UP IN (13) CLOUDS TO MEET THE LORD IN THE AIR. AND THEN SHALL COME FORTH EVERY EVIL SPIRIT, BOTH IN THE EARTH AND IN THE ABYSS, WHEREVER THEY ARE ON THE FACE OF ALL THE EARTH, FROM THE RISING OF THE SUN EVEN TO THE SETTING, AND THEY SHALL BE UNITED TO HIM THAT IS SERVED BY THE DEVIL, THAT IS, ANTICHRIST, AND THEY SHALL BE LIFTED UP UPON THE CLOUDS. AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, AND AFTER THAT WHAT WILT THOU DO? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. THEN SHALL I SEND FORTH MINE ANGELS OVER THE FACE OF ALL THE EARTH, AND THEY SHALL BURN UP THE EARTH EIGHT THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED (1) CUBITS, AND THE GREAT MOUNTAINS SHALL BE BURNT UP, AND ALL THE ROCKS SHALL BE MELTED AND SHALL BECOME AS DUST, AND EVERY TREE SHALL BE BURNT UP, AND EVERY BEAST, AND EVERY CREEPING THING CREEPING UPON THE EARTH, AND EVERY THING MOVING UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND EVERY FLYING THING FLYING IN THE AIR; AND THERE SHALL NO LONGER BE UPON THE FACE OF ALL THE EARTH ANYTHING MOVING, AND THE EARTH SHALL BE WITHOUT MOTION. AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, AND AFTER THAT WHAT WILT THOU DO? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. THEN SHALL I UNCOVER THE FOUR PARTS OF THE EAST, AND THERE SHALL COME FORTH FOUR GREAT WINDS, AND THEY SHALL SWEEP (2) ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH FROM THE ONE END OF THE EARTH TO THE OTHER; AND THE LORD SHALL SWEEP SIN FROM OFF THE EARTH, AND THE EARTH SHALL BE MADE WHITE LIKE SNOW, AND IT SHALL BECOME AS A LEAF OF PAPER, WITHOUT CAVE, OR MOUNTAIN, OR HILL, OR ROCK; BUT THE FACE OF THE EARTH FROM THE RISING EVEN TO THE SETTING OF THE SUN SHALL BE LIKE A TABLE, AND WHITE AS SNOW; AND THE REINS OF THE EARTH SHALL BE CONSUMED BY FIRE, AND IT SHALL CRY UNTO ME, SAYING, I AM A VIRGIN BEFORE THEE, O LORD, AND THERE IS NO SIN IN ME; AS THE PROPHET DAVID SAID AFORETIME, THOU SHALL SPRINKLE ME WITH HYSSOP, AND I SHALL BE MADE PURE; THOU SHALT WASH ME, AND I SHALL BE MADE WHITER THAN SNOW. (3) AND AGAIN HE (4) SAID: EVERY CHASM SHALL BE FILLED UP, AND EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL BROUGHT LOW, AND THE CROOKED PLACES SHALL BE MADE STRAIGHT, AND THE ROUGH WAYS INTO SMOOTH; AND ALL FLESH SHALL SEE THE SALVATION OF GOD. (5) AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, AND AFTER THAT WHAT WILT THOU DO? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. THEN SHALL THE EARTH BE CLEANSED FROM SIN, AND ALL THE EARTH SHALL BE FILLED WITH A SWEET SMELL, BECAUSE I AM ABOUT TO COME DOWN UPON THE EARTH; AND THEN SHALL COME FORTH THE GREAT AND VENERABLE SCEPTRE, WITH THOUSANDS OF ANGELS WORSHIPPING IT, AS I SAID BEFORE; AND THEN SHALL APPEAR THE SIGN OF THE SON OF MAN FROM THE HEAVEN WITH POWER AND GREAT GLORY. (6) AND THEN THE WORKER OF INIQUITY WITH HIS SERVANTS SHALL BEHOLD IT, AND GNASH HIS TEETH EXCEEDINGLY, AND ALL THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS SHALL BE TURNED TO FLIGHT. AND THEN, SEIZED BY INVISIBLE POWER, HAVING NO MEANS OF FLIGHT, THEY SHALL GNASH THEIR TEETH AGAINST HIM, SAYING TO HIM: WHERE IS THY POWER? HOW HAST THOU LED US ASTRAY? AND WE HAVE FLED AWAY, AND HAVE FALLEN AWAY FROM THE GLORY WHICH WE HAD BESIDE HIM WHO IS COMING TO JUDGE US, AND THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE. WOE TO US! BECAUSE HE BANISHES US INTO OUTER DARKNESS. AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, AND AFTER THAT WHAT WILT THOU DO? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: THEN WILL I SEND AN ANGEL OUT OF HEAVEN, AND HE SHALL CRY WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING, HEAR, O EARTH, AND BE STRONG, SAITH THE LORD; FOR I AM COMING DOWN TO THEE. AND THE VOICE OF THE ANGEL SHALL BE HEARD FROM THE ONE END OF THE WORLD EVEN TO THE OTHER, AND EVEN TO THE REMOTEST PART OF THE ABYSS. AND THEN SHALL BE SHAKEN ALL THE POWER OF THE ANGELS AND OF THE MANY-EYED ONES, AND THERE SHALL BE A GREAT NOISE IN THE HEAVENS, AND THE NINE REGIONS OF THE HEAVEN SHALL BE SHAKEN, AND THERE SHALL BE FEAR AND ASTONISHMENT UPON ALL THE ANGELS. AND THEN THE HEAVENS SHALL BE RENT FROM THE RISING OF THE SUN EVEN TO THE SETTING, AND AN INNUMERABLE MULTITUDE OF ANGELS SHALL COME DOWN TO THE EARTH; AND THEN THE TREASURES OF THE HEAVENS SHALL BE OPENED, AND THEY SHALL BRING DOWN EVERY PRECIOUS THING, AND THE PERFUME OF INCENSE, AND THEY SHALL BRING DOWN TO THE EARTH JERUSALEM ROBED LIKE A BRIDE. (7) AND THEN THERE SHALL GO BEFORE ME MYRIADS OF ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS, BEARING MY THRONE, CRYING OUT, HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, LORD OF SABAOTH; HEAVEN AND EARTH ARE FULL OF THY GLORY. (8) AND THEN WILL I COME FORTH WITH POWER AND GREAT GLORY, AND EVERY EYE IN (9) THE CLOUDS SHALL SEE ME; AND THEN EVERY KNEE SHALL BEND, OF THINGS IN HEAVEN, AND THINGS ON EARTH, AND THINGS UNDER THE EARTH. (10) AND THEN THE HEAVEN SHALL REMAIN EMPTY; AND I WILL COME DOWN UPON THE EARTH, AND ALL THAT IS IN THE AIR SHALL BE BROUGHT DOWN UPON THE EARTH, AND ALL THE HUMAN RACE AND EVERY EVIL SPIRIT ALONG WITH ANTICHRIST, AND THEY SHALL ALL BE SET BEFORE ME NAKED, AND CHAINED BY THE NECK. AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, WHAT WILL BECOME OF THE HEAVENS, AND THE SUN, AND THE MOON, ALONG WITH THE STARS? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: BEHOLD, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. AND I LOOKED, AND SAW A LAMB HAVING SEVEN EYES AND SEVEN HORNS. (11) AND AGAIN, I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: I WILL BID THE LAMB COME BEFORE ME, AND WILL SAY, WHO WILL OPEN THIS BOOK? AND ALL THE MULTITUDES OF THE ANGELS WILL ANSWER, GIVE THIS BOOK TO THE LAMB TO OPEN IT. AND THEN WILL L ORDER THE BOOK TO BE OPENED. AND WHEN HE SHALL OPEN THE FIRST SEAL, THE STARS OF THE HEAVEN SHALL FALL, FROM THE ONE END OF IT TO THE OTHER. AND WHEN HE SHALL OPEN THE SECOND SEAL, THE MOON SHALL BE HIDDEN, AND THERE SHALL BE NO LIGHT IN HER. AND WHEN HE SHALL OPEN THE THIRD SEAL, THE LIGHT OF THE SUN SHALL BE WITHHELD, AND THERE SHALL NOT BE LIGHT UPON THE EARTH. AND WHEN HE SHALL OPEN THE FOURTH SEAL, THE HEAVENS SHALL BE DISSOLVED, AND THE AIR SHALL BE THROWN INTO UTTER CONFUSION, AS SAITH THE PROPHET: AND THE HEAVENS ARE THE WORKS OF THY HANDS; THEY SHALL PERISH, BUT THOU ENDUREST, AND THEY SHALL ALL WAX OLD AS A GARMENT. (1) AND WHEN HE SHALL OPEN THE FIFTH SEAL, THE EARTH SHALL BE RENT, AND ALL THE TRIBUNALS UPON THE FACE OF ALL THE EARTH SHALL BE REVEALED. AND WHEN HE SHALL OPEN THE SIXTH SEAL, THE HALF OF THE SEA SHALL DISAPPEAR. AND WHEN HE SHALL OPEN THE SEVENTH SEAL, HADES SHALL BE UNCOVERED. AND I SAID: LORD, WHO WILL BE THE FIRST TO BE QUESTIONED, AND TO RECEIVE JUDGMENT? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME, THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS, ALONG WITH THE ADVERSARY. I BID THEM GO INTO OUTER DARKNESS, WHERE THE DEPTHS (2) ARE. AND I SAID: LORD, AND IN WHAT PLACE DOES IT LIE? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. AS BIG A STONE AS A MAN OF THIRTY YEARS OLD CAN ROLL, AND LET GO DOWN INTO THE DEPTH, EVEN FALLING DOWN FOR TWENTY YEARS WILL NOT ARRIVE AT THE BOTTOM OF HADES; AS THE PROPHET DAVID SAID BEFORE, AND HE MADE DARKNESS HIS SECRET PLACE. (3) AND I SAID: LORD, AND AFTER THEM WHAT NATION (4) WILL BE QUESTIONED? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. THERE WILL BE QUESTIONED OF ADAM'S RACE THOSE NATIONS, BOTH THE GREEK AND THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN IDOLS, AND IN THE SUN, AND IN THE STARS, AND THOSE WHO HAVE DEFILED THE FAITH BY HERESY, AND WHO HAVE NOT BELIEVED THE HOLY RESURRECTION, AND WHO HAVE NOT CONFESSED THE FATHER, AND THE SON, AND THE HOLY GHOST: THEN WILL I SEND THEM AWAY INTO HADES, AS THE PROPHET DAVID FORETOLD, LET THE SINNERS BE TURNED INTO HADES, AND ALL THE NATIONS THAT FORGET GOD. (6) AND AGAIN, HE SAID: THEY WERE PUT IN HADES LIKE SHEEP; DEATH SHALL BE THEIR SHEPHERD. (7) AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, AND AFTER THEM WHOM WILT THOU JUDGE? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. THEN THE RACE OF THE HEBREWS SHALL BE EXAMINED, WHO NAILED ME TO THE TREE LIKE A MALEFACTOR. AND I SAID: AND WHAT PUNISHMENT WILL THESE GET, AND IN WHAT PLACE, SEEING THAT THEY DID SUCH THINGS TO THEE? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: THEY SHALL GO AWAY INTO TARTARUS, AS THE PROPHET DAVID FORETOLD, THEY CRIED OUT, AND THERE WAS NONE TO SAVE; TO THE LORD, AND HE DID NOT HEARKEN TO THEM. (8) AND AGAIN, THE APOSTLE PAUL SAID: AS MANY AS HAVE SINNED WITHOUT LAW SHALL ALSO PERISH WITHOUT LAW, AND AS MANY AS HAVE SINNED IN LAW SHALL BE JUDGED BY MEANS OF LAW. (9) AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, AND WHAT OF THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED BAPTISM? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: THEN THE RACE OF THE CHRISTIANS SHALL BE EXAMINED, WHO HAVE RECEIVED BAPTISM; AND THEN THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL COME AT MY COMMAND, AND THE ANGELS SHALL GO AND COLLECT (10) THEM FROM AMONG THE SINNERS, AS THE PROPHET DAVID FORETOLD: THE LORD WILL NOT SUFFER THE ROD OF THE SINNERS IN THE LOT OF THE RIGHTEOUS; (11) AND ALL THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE PLACED ON MY RIGHT HAND, (12) AND SHALL SHINE LIKE THE SUN. (13) AS THOU SEEST, JOHN, THE STARS OF HEAVEN, THAT THEY WERE ALL MADE TOGETHER, BUT DIFFER IN LIGHT, (14) SO SHALL IT BE WITH THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE SINNERS; FOR THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL SHINE AS LIGHTS AND AS THE SUN, BUT THE SINNERS SHALL STAND IN DARKNESS. AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, AND DO ALL THE CHRISTIANS GO INTO ONE PUNISHMENT? KINGS, HIGH PRIESTS, PRIESTS, PATRIARCHS, RICH AND POOR, BOND AND FREE? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. AS THE PROPHET DAVID FORETOLD, THE EXPECTATION OF THE POOR SHALL NOT PERISH FOR EVER. (15) NOW ABOUT KINGS: THEY SHALL BE DRIVEN LIKE SLAVES, AND SHALL WEEP LIKE INFANTS; AND ABOUT PATRIARCHS, AND PRIESTS, AND LEVITES, OF THOSE THAT HAVE SINNED, THEY SHALL BE SEPARATED IN THEIR PUNISHMENTS, ACCORDING TO THE NATURE (16) OF THE PECULIAR TRANSGRESSION OF EACH,--SOME IN THE RIVER OF FIRE, AND SOME TO THE WORM THAT DIETH NOT, AND OTHERS IN THE SEVEN-MOUTHED PIT OF PUNISHMENT. TO THESE PUNISHMENTS THE AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, AND WHERE WILL THE RIGHTEOUS DWELL? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: THEN SHALL PARADISE BE REVEALED; AND THE WHOLE WORLD AND PARADISE SHALL BE MADE ONE, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE ON THE FACE OF ALL THE EARTH WITH MY ANGELS, AS THE HOLY SPIRIT FORETOLD THROUGH THE PROPHET DAVID: THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH, AND DWELL THEREIN FOR EVER AND EVER. (17) AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, HOW GREAT IS THE MULTITUDE OF THE ANGELS? AND WHICH IS THE GREATER, THAT OF ANGELS OR OF MEN? AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: AS GREAT AS IS THE MULTITUDE OF THE ANGELS, SO GREAT IS THE RACE OF MEN, AS THE PROPHET HAS SAID, HE SET BOUNDS TO THE NATIONS ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THE ANGELS OF GOD. (18) AND AGAIN, I SAID: LORD, AND AFTER THAT WHAT WILT THOU DO? AND WHAT IS TO BECOME OF THE WORLD? REVEAL TO ME ALL. AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: HEAR, RIGHTEOUS JOHN. AFTER THAT THERE IS NO PAIN, THERE IS NO GRIEF, THERE IS NO GROANING; THERE IS NO RECOLLECTION OF EVILS, THERE ARE NO TEARS, THERE IS NO ENVY, THERE IS NO HATRED OF BRETHREN, THERE IS NO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, THERE IS NO ARROGANCE, THERE IS NO SLANDER, THERE IS NO BITTERNESS, THERE ARE NONE OF THE CARES OF LIFE, THERE IS NO PAIN FROM PARENTS OR CHILDREN, THERE IS NO PAIN FROM GOLD, THERE ARE NO WICKED THOUGHTS, THERE IS NO DEVIL, THERE IS NO DEATH, THERE IS NO NIGHT, BUT ALL IS DAY. (1) AS I SAID BEFORE, AND OTHER SHEEP I HAVE, WHICH ARE NOT OF THIS FOLD, THAT IS, MEN WHO HAVE BEEN MADE LIKE THE ANGELS THROUGH THEIR EXCELLENT COURSE OF LIFE; THEM ALSO MUST I BRING, AND THEY WILL HEAR MY VOICE, AND THERE SHALL BE ONE-FOLD, ONE SHEPHERD. (2) AND AGAIN, I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME: BEHOLD, THOU HAST HEARD ALL THESE THINGS, RIGHTEOUS JOHN; DELIVER THEM TO FAITHFUL MEN, THAT THEY ALSO MAY TEACH OTHERS, AND NOT THINK LIGHTLY OF THEM, (3) NOR CAST OUR PEARLS BEFORE SWINE, LEST PERCHANCE THEY SHOULD TRAMPLE THEM WITH THEIR FEET. (4) AND WHILE I WAS STILL HEARING THIS VOICE, THE CLOUD BROUGHT ME DOWN, AND PUT ME ON MOUNT THABOR. AND THERE CAME A VOICE TO ME, SAYING: BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO KEEP JUDGMENT AND DO RIGHTEOUSNESS IN ALL TIME. (5) AND BLESSED IS THE HOUSE WHERE THIS DESCRIPTION LIES, AS THE LORD SAID, HE THAT LOVETH ME KEEPETH MY SAYINGS (6) IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD; TO HIM BE GLORY FOR EVER. AMEN. (7) 
THE APOCALYPSE OF PETER
1. ...MANY OF THEM WILL BE FALSE PROPHETS, AND WILL TEACH DIVERS WAYS AND DOCTRINES OF PERDITION: BUT THESE WILL BECOME SONS OF PERDITION. 3. AND THEN GOD WILL COME UNTO MY FAITHFUL ONES WHO HUNGER AND THIRST AND ARE AFFLICTED AND PURIFY THEIR SOULS IN THIS LIFE; AND HE WILL JUDGE THE SONS OF LAWLESSNESS. 4. AND FURTHERMORE THE LORD SAID: LET US GO INTO THE MOUNTAIN: LET US PRAY. 5. AND GOING WITH HIM, WE, THE TWELVE DISCIPLES, BEGGED THAT HE WOULD SHOW US ONE OF OUR BRETHREN, THE RIGHTEOUS WHO ARE GONE FORTH OUT OF THE WORLD, IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT SEE OF WHAT MANNER OF FORM THEY ARE, AND HAVING TAKEN COURAGE, MIGHT ALSO ENCOURAGE THE MEN WHO HEAR US. 6. AND AS WE PRAYED, SUDDENLY THERE APPEARED TWO MEN STANDING BEFORE THE LORD TOWARDS THE EAST, ON WHOM WE WERE NOT ABLE TO LOOK; 7, FOR THERE CAME FORTH FROM THEIR COUNTENANCE A RAY AS OF THE SUN, AND THEIR RAIMENT WAS SHINING, SUCH AS EYE OF MAN NEVER SAW; FOR NO MOUTH IS ABLE TO EXPRESS OR HEART TO CONCEIVE THE GLORY WITH WHICH THEY WERE ENDUED, AND THE BEAUTY OF THEIR APPEARANCE. 8. AND AS WE LOOKED UPON THEM, WE WERE ASTOUNDED; FOR THEIR BODIES WERE WHITER THAN ANY SNOW AND RUDDIER THAN ANY ROSE; 9, AND THE RED THEREOF WAS MINGLED WITH THE WHITE, AND I AM UTTERLY UNABLE TO EXPRESS THEIR BEAUTY; 10, FOR THEIR HAIR WAS CURLY AND BRIGHT AND SEEMLY BOTH ON THEIR FACE AND SHOULDERS, AS IT WERE A WREATH WOVEN OF SPIKENARD AND DIVERS-COLOURED FLOWERS, OR LIKE A RAINBOW IN THE SKY, SUCH WAS THEIR SEEMLINESS. 11. SEEING THEREFORE THEIR BEAUTY WE BECAME ASTOUNDED AT THEM, SINCE THEY APPEARED SUDDENLY. 12. AND I APPROACHED THE LORD AND SAID: WHO ARE THESE? 13. HE SAITH TO ME: THESE ARE YOUR BRETHREN THE RIGHTEOUS, WHOSE FORMS YE DESIRED TO SEE. 14. AND I SAID TO HIM: AND WHERE ARE ALL THE RIGHTEOUS ONES AND WHAT IS THE AEON IN WHICH THEY ARE AND HAVE THIS GLORY? 15. AND THE LORD SHOWED ME A VERY GREAT COUNTRY OUTSIDE OF THIS WORLD, EXCEEDING BRIGHT WITH LIGHT, AND THE AIR THERE LIGHTED WITH THE RAYS OF THE SUN, AND THE EARTH ITSELF BLOOMING WITH UNFADING FLOWERS AND FULL OF SPICES AND PLANTS, FAIR-FLOWERING AND INCORRUPTIBLE AND BEARING BLESSED FRUIT. 16. AND SO GREAT WAS THE PERFUME THAT IT WAS BORNE THENCE EVEN UNTO US. 17. AND THE DWELLERS IN THAT PLACE WERE CLAD IN THE RAIMENT OF SHINING ANGELS AND THEIR RAIMENT WAS LIKE UNTO THEIR COUNTRY; AND ANGELS HOVERED ABOUT THEM THERE. 18. AND THE GLORY OF THE DWELLERS THERE WAS EQUAL, AND WITH ONE VOICE THEY SANG PRAISES ALTERNATELY TO THE LORD GOD, REJOICING IN THAT PLACE. 19. THE LORD SAITH TO US: THIS IS THE PLACE OF YOUR HIGH-PRIESTS, THE RIGHTEOUS MEN. 20. AND OVER AGAINST THAT PLACE I SAW ANOTHER, SQUALID, AND IT WAS THE PLACE OF PUNISHMENT; AND THOSE WHO WERE PUNISHED THERE AND THE PUNISHING ANGELS HAD THEIR RAIMENT DARK LIKE THE AIR OF THE PLACE. 21. AND THERE WERE CERTAIN THERE HANGING BY THE TONGUE: AND THESE WERE THE BLASPHEMERS OF THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND UNDER THEM LAY FIRE, BURNING AND PUNISHING THEM. 22. AND THERE WAS A GREAT LAKE, FULL OF FLAMING MIRE, IN WHICH WERE CERTAIN MEN THAT PERVERT RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND TORMENTING ANGELS AFFLICTED THEM. 23. AND THERE WERE ALSO OTHERS, WOMEN, HANGED BY THEIR HAIR OVER THAT MIRE THAT BUBBLED UP: AND THESE WERE THEY WHO ADORNED THEMSELVES FOR ADULTERY; AND THE MEN WHO MINGLED WITH THEM IN THE DEFILEMENT OF ADULTERY, WERE HANGING BY THE FEET AND THEIR HEADS IN THAT MIRE. AND I SAID: I DID NOT BELIEVE THAT I SHOULD COME INTO THIS PLACE. 24. AND I SAW THE MURDERERS AND THOSE WHO CONSPIRED WITH THEM, CAST INTO A CERTAIN STRAIT PLACE, FULL OF EVIL SNAKES, AND SMITTEN BY THOSE BEASTS, AND THUS TURNING TO AND FRO IN THAT PUNISHMENT; AND WORMS, AS IT WERE CLOUDS OF DARKNESS, AFFLICTED THEM. AND THE SOULS OF THE MURDERED STOOD AND LOOKED UPON THE PUNISHMENT OF THOSE MURDERERS AND SAID: O GOD, THY JUDGMENT IS JUST. 25. AND NEAR THAT PLACE I SAW ANOTHER STRAIT PLACE INTO WHICH THE GORE AND THE FILTH OF THOSE WHO WERE BEING PUNISHED RAN DOWN AND BECAME THERE AS IT WERE A LAKE: AND THERE SAT WOMEN HAVING THE GORE UP TO THEIR NECKS, AND OVER AGAINST THEM SAT MANY CHILDREN WHO WERE BORN TO THEM OUT OF DUE TIME, CRYING; AND THERE CAME FORTH FROM THEM SPARKS OF FIRE AND SMOTE THE WOMEN IN THE EYES: AND THESE WERE THE ACCURSED WHO CONCEIVED AND CAUSED ABORTION. 26. AND OTHER MEN AND WOMEN WERE BURNING UP TO THE MIDDLE AND WERE CAST INTO A DARK PLACE AND WERE BEATEN BY EVIL SPIRITS, AND THEIR INWARDS WERE EATEN BY RESTLESS WORMS: AND THESE WERE THEY WHO PERSECUTED THE RIGHTEOUS AND DELIVERED THEM UP. 27. AND NEAR THOSE THERE WERE AGAIN WOMEN AND MEN GNAWING THEIR OWN LIPS, AND BEING PUNISHED AND RECEIVING A RED-HOT IRON IN THEIR EYES: AND THESE WERE THEY WHO BLASPHEMED AND SLANDERED THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 28. AND OVER AGAINST THESE AGAIN OTHER MEN AND WOMEN GNAWING THEIR TONGUES AND HAVING FLAMING FIRE IN THEIR MOUTHS: AND THESE WERE THE FALSE WITNESSES. 29. AND IN A CERTAIN OTHER PLACE THERE WERE PEBBLES SHARPER THAN SWORDS OR ANY SPIT, RED-HOT, AND WOMEN AND MEN IN TATTERED AND FILTHY RAIMENT ROLLED ABOUT ON THEM IN PUNISHMENT: AND THESE WERE THE RICH WHO TRUSTED IN THEIR RICHES AND HAD NO PITY FOR ORPHANS AND WIDOWS, AND DESPISED THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD. 30. AND IN ANOTHER GREAT LAKE, FULL OF PITCH AND BLOOD AND MIRE BUBBLING UP, THERE STOOD MEN AND WOMEN UP TO THEIR KNEES: AND THESE WERE THE USURERS AND THOSE WHO TAKE INTEREST ON INTEREST. 31. AND OTHER MEN AND WOMEN WERE BEING HURLED DOWN FROM A GREAT CLIFF AND REACHED THE BOTTOM, AND AGAIN WERE DRIVEN BY THOSE WHO WERE SET OVER THEM TO CLIMB UP UPON THE CLIFF, AND THENCE WERE HURLED DOWN AGAIN, AND HAD NO REST FROM THIS PUNISHMENT: AND THESE WERE THEY WHO DEFILED THEIR BODIES ACTING AS WOMEN; AND THE WOMEN WHO WERE WITH THEM WERE THOSE WHO LAY WITH ONE ANOTHER AS A MAN WITH A WOMAN. 32. AND ALONGSIDE OF THAT CLIFF THERE WAS A PLACE FULL OF MUCH FIRE, AND THERE STOOD MEN WHO WITH THEIR OWN HANDS HAD MADE FOR THEMSELVES CARVEN IMAGES INSTEAD OF GOD. AND ALONGSIDE OF THESE WERE OTHER MEN AND WOMEN, HAVING RODS AND STRIKING EACH OTHER AND NEVER CEASING FROM SUCH PUNISHMENT. 33. AND OTHERS AGAIN NEAR THEM, WOMEN AND MEN, BURNING AND TURNING THEMSELVES AND ROASTING: AND THESE WERE THEY THAT LEAVING THE WAY OF GOD 
THE FRAGMENTS OF THE APOCALYPSE OF PETER
1. CLEMENS ALEXANDRINUS, ECLOG. 48. FOR INSTANCE, PETER IN THE APOCALYPSE SAYS THAT THE CHILDREN WHO ARE BORN OUT OF DUE TIME SHALL BE OF THE BETTER PART: AND THAT THESE ARE DELIVERED OVER TO A CARE-TAKING ANGEL THAT THEY MAY ATTAIN A SHARE OF KNOWLEDGE AND GAIN THE BETTER ABODE [AFTER SUFFERING WHAT THEY WOULD HAVE SUFFERED IF THEY HAD BEEN IN THE BODY: BUT THE OTHERS SHALL MERELY OBTAIN SALVATION AS INJURED BEINGS TO WHOM MERCY IS SHOWN, AND REMAIN WITHOUT PUNISHMENT, RECEIVING THIS AS A REWARD]. 2. CLEM. ALEX. ECLOG. 49. BUT THE MILK OF THE WOMEN RUNNING DOWN FROM THEIR BREASTS AND CONGEALING SHALL ENGENDER SMALL FLESH-EATING BEASTS: AND THESE RUN UP UPON THEM AND DEVOUR THEM. 3. MACARIUS MAGNES, APOCRITICA IV., 6 CF. 16. THE EARTH, IT (SC. THE APOC. OF PETER) SAYS, "SHALL PRESENT ALL MEN BEFORE GOD AT THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, BEING ITSELF ALSO TO BE JUDGED, WITH THE HEAVEN ALSO WHICH ENCOMPASSES IT." 4. CLEM. ALEX. ECLOG. 41. THE SCRIPTURE SAYS THAT INFANTS THAT HAVE BEEN EXPOSED ARE DELIVERED TO A CARE-TAKING ANGEL, BY WHOM THEY ARE EDUCATED AND SO GROW UP, AND THEY WILL BE, IT SAYS, AS THE FAITHFUL OF A HUNDRED YEARS OLD ARE HERE. 5. METHODIUS, CONVIV. II., 6. WHENCE ALSO WE HAVE RECEIVED IN DIVINELY-INSPIRED SCRIPTURES THAT UNTIMELY BIRTHS ARE DELIVERED TO CARE-TAKING ANGELS, EVEN IF THEY ARE THE OFFSPRING OF ADULTERY.
THE APOCALYPSE OF PETER [DIFERENT TEXT]
1. FROM CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA'S SO-CALLED PROPHETICAL EXTRACTS, A SERIES OF DETACHED SENTENCES EXCERPTED FROM SOME LARGER WORK, GENERALLY SUPPOSED TO BE HIS HYPOTYPOSES OR OUTLINES: A. (41.1) THE SCRIPTURE SAITH THAT THE CHILDREN WHICH HAVE BEEN EXPOSED (BY THEIR PARENTS) ARE DELIVERED TO A CARE-TAKING ANGEL BY WHOM THEY ARE EDUCATED, AND MADE TO GROW UP, AND THEY SHALL BE, IT SAITH, AS THE FAITHFUL OF A HUNDRED YEARS OLD ARE HERE (IN THIS LIFE). B. (41. 2) WHEREFORE ALSO PETER IN THE APOCALYPSE SAITH: AND A FLASH (LIGHTNING) OF FIRE LEAPING FROM THOSE CHILDREN AND SMITING THE EYES OF THE WOMEN. 2. IBID. (48. 1) THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD DOTH NOT LIGHT UPON THEM ONLY THAT ARE IN THE FLESH. FOR EXAMPLE, PETER IN THE APOCALYPSE SAITH THAT THE CHILDREN BORN OUT OF DUE TIME (ABORTIVELY) THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN OF THE BETTER PART (I. E. WOULD HAVE BEEN SAVED IF THEY HAD LIVED) -THESE ARE DELIVERED TO A CARE-TAKING ANGEL, THAT THEY MAY PARTAKE OF KNOWLEDGE AND OBTAIN THE BETTER ABODE, HAVING SUFFERED WHAT THEY WOULD HAVE SUFFERED HAD THEY BEEN IN THE BODY. BUT THE OTHERS (I.E. THOSE WHO WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN SAVED, HAD THEY LIVED) SHALL ONLY OBTAIN SALVATION, AS BEINGS THAT HAVE BEEN INJURED AND HAD MERCY SHOWN TO THEM, AND SHALL CONTINUE WITHOUT TORMENT, RECEIVING THAT AS A REWARD. BUT THE MILK OF THE MOTHERS, FLOWING FROM THEIR BREASTS AND CONGEALING, SAITH PETER IN THE APOCALYPSE, SHALL ENGENDER SMALL BEASTS (SNAKES) DEVOURING THE FLESH, AND THESE RUNNING UPON THEM DEVOUR THEM: TEACHING THAT THE TORMENTS COME TO PASS BECAUSE OF THE SINS (CORRESPOND TO THE SINS). 3. FROM THE SYMPOSIUM (II.6) OF METHODIUS OF OLYMPUS (THIRD CENTURY). HE DOES NOT NAME HIS SOURCE. WHENCE ALSO WE HAVE RECEIVED IN INSPIRED WRITINGS THAT CHILDREN BORN UNTIMELY -EVEN IF THEY BE THE OFFSPRING OF ADULTERY- ARE DELIVERED TO CARE-TAKING ANGELS. FOR IF THEY HAD COME INTO BEING CONTRARY TO THE WILL AND ORDINANCE OF THAT BLESSED NATURE OF GOD, HOW COULD THEY HAVE BEEN DELIVERED TO ANGELS TO BE NOURISHED UP IN ALL REPOSE AND TRANQUILLITY? AND HOW COULD THEY HAVE CONFIDENTLY SUMMONED THEIR PARENTS BEFORE THE JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST TO ACCUSE THEM? SAYING: THOU, O LORD, DIDST NOT BEGRUDGE US THIS LIGHT THAT IS COMMON TO ALL, BUT THESE EXPOSED US TO DEATH, CONTEMNING THY COMMANDMENT. THE WORD RENDERED CARE-TAKING IN THESE PASSAGES IS A VERY RARE ONE- [TEMELOUCHOS, GR.]: SO RARE THAT IT WAS MISTAKEN BY LATER READERS FOR THE PROPER NAME OF AN ANGEL, AND WE FIND AN ANGEL TEMELUCHUS IN PAUL, JOHN, AND ELSEWHERE. A SIMILAR CASE IS THAT OF THE WORD TARTARUCHUS, KEEPER OF HELL, WHICH IS APPLIED TO ANGELS IN OUR APOCALYPSE, AND IS ALSO TAKEN IN THE ETHIOPIC VERSION, IN PAUL, AND IN OTHER WRITINGS, TO BE A PROPER NAME. 4. FROM THE APOCRITICA OF MACARIUS MAGNES (FOURTH CENTURY) OF WHOM WE KNOW LITTLE. HIS BOOK CONSISTS OF EXTRACTS FROM A HEATHEN OPPONENT'S ATTACK ON CHRISTIANITY (PORPHYRY AND HIEROCLCS ARE NAMED AS POSSIBLE AUTHORS OF IT) AND HIS OWN ANSWERS. THE HEATHEN WRITER SAYS (IV. 6, 7): AND BY WAY OF SUPERFLUITY LET THIS ALSO BE CITED WHICH IS SAID IN THE APOCALYPSE OF PETER. HE INTRODUCES THE HEAVEN, TO BE JUDGED ALONG WITH THE EARTH, THUS: THE EARTH, HE SAYS, SHALL PRESENT ALL MEN TO GOD TO BE JUDGED IN THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT BEING ITSELF ALSO TO BE JUDGED ALONG WITH THE HEAVEN THAT ENCOMPASSETH IT. 5. IBID. AND THIS AGAIN HE SAYS, WHICH IS A STATEMENT FULL OF IMPIETY: AND EVERY POWER OF HEAVEN SHALL BE MELTED, AND THE HEAVEN SHALL BE ROLLED UP LIKE A BOOK, AND ALL THE STARS SHALL FALL LIKE LEAVES FROM THE VINE, AND AS THE LEAVES FROM THE FIG-TREE. THIS VERY NEARLY COINCIDES WITH ISA. XXXIV.4, AND DOES NOT OCCUR IN OUR OTHER TEXTS OF THE APOCALYPSE. 6. IN AN OLD LATIN HOMILY ON THE TEN VIRGINS FOUND AND PUBLISHED BY DOM WILMART (BULLETIN D'ANC. LITT. ET D'ARCHE'OL. CHRE'T.) IS THIS SENTENCE: THE CLOSED DOOR IS THE RIVER OF FIRE BY WHICH THE UNGODLY SHALL BE KEPT OUT OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AS IS WRITTEN IN DANIEL AND IN PETER, IN HIS APOCALYPSE...THAT COMPANY OF THE FOOLISH ALSO SHALL ARISE AND FIND THE DOOR SHUT, THAT IS, THE FIERY RIVER SET AGAINST THEM. THE EQUIVALENT OF ALL THE ABOVE QUOTATIONS IS FOUND IN THE ETHIOPIC TEXT, WITH ONE EXCEPTION, NO. 5. THE AKHMIM TEXT ONLY CONTAINS SOMETHING LIKE NO. 1 B: ONE INDICATION OUT OF MANY THAT IT IS A SHORTENED AND, I WOULD SAY, SECONDARY TEXT.
THE AKHMIM FRAGMENT
I SHOULD PREFER TO CALL THIS FRAGMENT II OF THE GOSPEL OF PETER. IT BEGINS ABRUPTLY IN A DISCOURSE OF OUR LORD. 1 MANY OF THEM SHALL BE FALSE PROPHETS, AND SHALL TEACH WAYS AND DIVERSE DOCTRINES OF PERDITION. 2 AND THEY SHALL BECOME SONS OF PERDITION. 3 AND THEN SHALL GOD COME UNTO MY FAITHFUL ONES THAT HUNGER AND THIRST AND ARE AFFLICTED AND PROVE THEIR SOULS IN THIS LIFE, AND SHALL JUDGE THE SONS OF INIQUITY. 4 AND THE LORD ADDED AND SAID: LET US GO UNTO THE MOUNTAIN (AND) PRAY. 5 AND GOING WITH HIM, WE THE TWELVE DISCIPLES BESOUGHT HIM THAT HE WOULD SHOW US ONE OF OUR RIGHTEOUS BRETHREN THAT HAD DEPARTED OUT OF THE WORLD, THAT WE MIGHT SEE WHAT MANNER OF MEN THEY ARE IN THEIR FORM, AND TAKE COURAGE, AND ENCOURAGE ALSO THE MEN THAT SHOULD HEAR US. 6 AND AS WE PRAYED, SUDDENLY THERE APPEARED TWO MEN STANDING BEFORE THE LORD (PERHAPS ADD, TO THE EAST) UPON WHOM WE WERE NOT ABLE TO LOOK. 7 FOR THERE ISSUED FROM THEIR COUNTENANCE A RAY AS OF THE SUN, AND THEIR RAIMENT WAS SHINING SO AS THE EYE OF MAN NEVER SAW THE LIKE: FOR NO MOUTH IS ABLE TO DECLARE NOR HEART TO CONCEIVE THE GLORY WHEREWITH THEY WERE CLAD AND THE BEAUTY OF THEIR COUNTENANCE. 8 WHOM WHEN WE SAW WE WERE ASTONIED, FOR THEIR BODIES WERE WHITER THAN ANY SNOW AND REDDER THAN ANY ROSE. 9 AND THE REDNESS OF THEM WAS MINGLED WITH THE WHITENESS, AND, IN A WORD, I AM NOT ABLE TO DECLARE THEIR BEAUTY. 10 FOR THEIR HAIR WAS CURLING AND FLOURISHING (FLOWERY), AND FELL COMELY ABOUT THEIR COUNTENANCE AND THEIR SHOULDERS LIKE A GARLAND WOVEN OF NARD AND VARIOUS FLOWERS, OR LIKE A RAINBOW IN THE AIR: SUCH WAS THEIR COMELINESS. 11 WE, THEN, SEEING THE BEAUTY OF THEM WERE ASTONIED AT THEM, FOR THEY APPEARED SUDDENLY. 12 AND I DREW NEAR TO THE LORD AND SAID: WHO ARE THESE? 13 HE SAITH TO ME: THESE ARE YOUR (OUR) RIGHTEOUS BRETHREN WHOSE APPEARANCE YE DID DESIRE TO SEE. 14 AND I SAID UNTO HIM: AND WHERE ARE ALL THE RIGHTEOUS? OR OF WHAT SORT IS THE WORLD WHEREIN THEY ARE, AND POSSESS THIS GLORY? 15 AND THE LORD SHOWED ME A VERY GREAT REGION OUTSIDE THIS WORLD EXCEEDING BRIGHT WITH LIGHT, AND THE AIR OF THAT PLACE ILLUMINATED WITH THE BEAMS OF THE SUN, AND THE EARTH OF ITSELF FLOWERING WITH BLOSSOMS THAT FADE NOT, AND FULL OF SPICES AND PLANTS, FAIR-FLOWERING AND INCORRUPTIBLE, AND BEARING BLESSED FRUIT. 16 AND SO GREAT WAS THE BLOSSOM THAT THE ODOUR THEREOF WAS BORNE THENCE EVEN UNTO US. 17 AND THE DWELLERS IN THAT PLACE WERE CLAD WITH THE RAIMENT OF SHINING ANGELS, AND THEIR RAIMENT WAS LIKE UNTO THEIR LAND. 18 AND ANGELS RAN [A] ROUND ABOUT THEM THERE. 19 AND THE GLORY OF THEM THAT DWELT THERE WAS ALL EQUAL, AND WITH ONE VOICE THEY PRAISED THE LORD GOD, REJOICING IN THAT PLACE. 20 THE LORD SAITH UNTO US: THIS IS THE PLACE OF YOUR LEADERS (OR, HIGH PRIESTS), THE RIGHTEOUS MEN. 21 AND I SAW ALSO ANOTHER PLACE OVER AGAINST THAT ONE, VERY SQUALID; AND IT WAS A PLACE OF PUNISHMENT, AND THEY THAT WERE PUNISHED AND THE ANGELS THAT PUNISHED THEM HAD THEIR RAIMENT DARK, ACCORDING TO THE AIR OF THE PLACE. 22 AND SOME THERE WERE THERE HANGING BY THEIR TONGUES; AND THESE WERE THEY THAT BLASPHEMED THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND UNDER THEM WAS LAID FIRE FLAMING AND TORMENTING THEM. 23 AND THERE WAS A GREAT LAKE FULL OF FLAMING MIRE, WHEREIN WERE CERTAIN MEN THAT TURNED AWAY FROM RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND ANGELS, TORMENTORS, WERE SET OVER THEM. 24 AND THERE WERE ALSO OTHERS, WOMEN, HANGED BY THEIR HAIR ABOVE THAT MIRE WHICH BOILED UP; AND THESE WERE THEY THAT ADORNED THEMSELVES FOR ADULTERY. AND THE MEN THAT WERE JOINED WITH THEM IN THE DEFILEMENT OF ADULTERY WERE HANGING BY THEIR FEET, AND HAD THEIR HEADS HIDDEN IN THE MIRE, AND SAID: WE BELIEVED NOT THAT WE SHOULD COME UNTO THIS PLACE. 25 AND I SAW THE MURDERERS AND THEM THAT WERE CONSENTING TO THEM CAST INTO A STRAIT PLACE FULL OF EVIL, CREEPING THINGS, AND SMITTEN BY THOSE BEASTS, AND SO TURNING THEMSELVES ABOUT IN THAT TORMENT. AND UPON THEM WERE SET WORMS LIKE CLOUDS OF DARKNESS. AND THE SOULS OF THEM THAT WERE MURDERED STOOD AND LOOKED UPON THE TORMENT OF THOSE MURDERERS AND SAID: O GOD, RIGHTEOUS IS THY JUDGEMENT. 26 AND HARD BY THAT PLACE I SAW ANOTHER STRAIT PLACE WHEREIN THE DISCHARGE AND THE STENCH OF THEM THAT WERE IN TORMENT RAN DOWN, AND THERE WAS AS IT WERE A LAKE THERE. AND THERE SAT WOMEN UP TO THEIR NECKS IN THAT LIQUOR, AND OVER AGAINST THEM MANY CHILDREN WHICH WERE BORN OUT OF DUE TIME SAT CRYING: AND FROM THEM WENT FORTH RAYS OF FIRE AND SMOTE THE WOMEN IN THE EYES: AND THESE WERE THEY THAT CONCEIVED OUT OF WEDLOCK (?) AND CAUSED ABORTION. 27 AND OTHER MEN AND WOMEN WERE BEING BURNED UP TO THEIR MIDDLE AND CAST DOWN IN A DARK PLACE AND SCOURGED BY EVIL SPIRITS, AND HAVING THEIR ENTRAILS DEVOURED BY WORMS THAT RESTED NOT. AND THESE WERE THEY THAT HAD PERSECUTED THE RIGHTEOUS AND DELIVERED THEM UP. 28 AND NEAR TO THEM AGAIN WERE WOMEN AND MEN GNAWING THEIR LIPS AND IN TORMENT, AND HAVING IRON HEATED IN THE FIRE SET AGAINST THEIR EYES. AND THESE WERE THEY THAT DID BLASPHEME AND SPEAK EVIL OF THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 29 AND OVER AGAINST THESE WERE YET OTHERS, MEN AND WOMEN, GNAWING THEIR TONGUES AND HAVING FLAMING FIRE IN THEIR MOUTHS. AND THESE WERE THE FALSE WITNESSES. 30 AND IN ANOTHER PLACE WERE GRAVEL-STONES SHARPER THAN SWORDS OR ANY SPIT, HEATED WITH FIRE, AND MEN AND WOMEN CLAD IN FILTHY RAGS ROLLED UPON THEM IN TORMENT. [THIS IS SUGGESTED BY THE LXX OF TWO PASSAGES IN JOB: XLI. 30, HIS BED IS OF SHARP SPITS; VIII. 17, ON A HEAP OF STONES DOTH HE, REST AND SHALL LIVE IN THE MIDST OF GRAVEL-STONES.] AND THESE WERE THEY THAT WERE RICH AND TRUSTED IN THEIR RICHES, AND HAD NO PITY UPON ORPHANS AND WIDOWS BUT NEGLECTED THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. 31 AND IN ANOTHER GREAT LAKE FULL OF FOUL MATTER (PUS) AND BLOOD AND BOILING MIRE STOOD MEN AND WOMEN UP TO THEIR KNEES AND THESE WERE THEY THAT LENT MONEY AND DEMANDED USURY UPON USURY. 32 AND OTHER MEN AND WOMEN BEING CAST DOWN FROM A GREAT ROCK (PRECIPICE) FELL (CAME) TO THE BOTTOM, AND AGAIN WERE DRIVEN BY THEM THAT WERE SET OVER THEM, TO GO UP UPON THE ROCK, AND THENCE WERE CAST DOWN TO THE BOTTOM AND HAD NO REST FROM THIS TORMENT. AND THESE WERE THEY THAT DID DEFILE THEIR BODIES BEHAVING AS WOMEN: AND THE WOMEN THAT WERE WITH THEM WERE THEY THAT LAY WITH ONE ANOTHER AS A MAN WITH A WOMAN. 33 AND BESIDE THAT ROCK WAS A PLACE FULL OF MUCH FIRE, AND THERE STOOD MEN WHICH WITH THEIR OWN HANDS HAD MADE IMAGES FOR THEMSELVES INSTEAD OF GOD, [AND BESIDE THEM OTHER MEN AND WOMEN] HAVING RODS OF FIRE AND SMITING ONE ANOTHER AND NEVER RESTING FROM THIS MANNER OF TORMENT...34 AND YET OTHERS NEAR UNTO THEM, MEN AND WOMEN, BURNING AND TURNING THEMSELVES ABOUT AND ROASTED AS IN A PAN. AND THESE WERE THEY THAT FORSOOK THE WAY OF GOD.
THE BODLEIAN LEAF
IT MEASURES BUT 2 3/4 BY 2 INCHES AND HAS 13 LINES OF 8 TO 10 LETTERS ON EACH SIDE (MADAN'S SUMMARY CATALOGUE, NO. 31810). THE VERSO (SECOND PAGE) IS DIFFICULT TO READ. RECTO=GR. 33, 34: WOMEN HOLDING CHAINS AND SCOURGING THEMSELVES BEFORE THOSE IDOLS OF DECEIT. AND THEY SHALL UNCEASINGLY HAVE THIS TORMENT. AND NEAR VERSO: THEM SHALL BE OTHER MEN AND WOMEN BURNING IN THE BURNING OF THEM THAT WERE MAD AFTER IDOLS. AND THESE ARE THEY WHICH FORSOOK THE WAY OF GOD WHOLLY (?) AND...
THE ETHIOPIC TEXT
FIRST PUBLISHED BY THE ABBE SYLVAIN GREBAUT IN REVUE DE L'ORIENT CHRETIEN, 1910: A FRESH TRANSLATION FROM HIS ETHIOPIC TEXT BY H. DUENSING APPEARED IN ZEITSCHR. F. NTL. WISS., 1913. THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD (WHICH CHRIST REVEALED UNTO PETER) WHO DIED BECAUSE OF THEIR SINS, FOR THAT THEY KEPT NOT THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD THEIR CREATOR. AND HE (PETER) PONDERED THEREON, THAT HE MIGHT PERCEIVE THE MYSTERY OF THE SON OF GOD, THE MERCIFUL AND LOVER OF MERCY. AND WHEN THE LORD WAS SEATED UPON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, HIS DISCIPLES CAME UNTO HIM. AND WE BESOUGHT AND ENTREATED HIM SEVERALLY AND PRAYED HIM, SAYING UNTO HIM: DECLARE UNTO US WHAT ARE THE SIGNS OF THY COMING AND OF THE END OF THE WORLD, THAT WE MAY PERCEIVE AND MARK THE TIME OF THY COMING AND INSTRUCT THEM THAT COME AFTER US, UNTO WHOM WE PREACH THE WORD OF THY GOSPEL, AND WHOM WE SET OVER (IN) THY CHURCH, THAT THEY WHEN THEY HEAR IT MAY TAKE HEED TO THEMSELVES AND MARK THE TIME OF THY COMING. AND OUR LORD ANSWERED US, SAYING: TAKE HEED THAT NO MAN, DECEIVE YOU, AND THAT YE BE NOT DOUBTERS AND SERVE OTHER GODS. MANY SHALL COME IN MY NAME, SAYING: I AM THE CHRIST. BELIEVE THEM NOT, NEITHER DRAW NEAR UNTO THEM. FOR THE COMING OF THE SON OF GOD SHALL NOT BE PLAIN (I.E. FORESEEN); BUT AS THE LIGHTNING THAT SHINETH FROM THE EAST UNTO THE WEST, SO WILL I COME UPON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN WITH A GREAT HOST IN MY MAJESTY; WITH MY CROSS GOING BEFORE MY FACE WILL I COME IN MY MAJESTY, SHINING SEVENFOLD MORE THAN THE SUN WILL I COME IN MY MAJESTY WITH ALL MY SAINTS, MINE ANGELS (MINE HOLY ANGELS). AND MY FATHER SHALL SET A CROWN UPON MINE HEAD, THAT I MAY JUDGE THE QUICK AND THE DEAD AND RECOMPENSE EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS. AND YE, TAKE YE THE LIKENESS THEREOF (LEARN A PARABLE) FROM THE FIG-TREE: SO SOON AS THE SHOOT THEREOF IS COME FORTH AND THE TWIGS GROWN, THE END OF THE WORLD SHALL COME. AND I, PETER, ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM: INTERPRET UNTO ME CONCERNING THE FIG-TREE, WHEREBY WE SHALL PERCEIVE IT; FOR THROUGHOUT ALL ITS DAYS DOTH THE FIG-TREE SEND FORTH SHOOTS, AND EVERY YEAR IT BRINGETH FORTH ITS FRUIT FOR ITS MASTER. WHAT THEN MEANETH THE PARABLE OF THE FIG-TREE? WE KNOW IT NOT. AND THE MASTER (LORD) ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: UNDERSTANDEST THOU NOT THAT THE FIG-TREE IS THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL? EVEN AS A MAN THAT PLANTED A FIG-TREE IN HIS GARDEN, AND IT BROUGHT FORTH NO FRUIT. AND HE SOUGHT THE FRUIT THEREOF MANY YEARS AND WHEN HE FOUND IT NOT, HE SAID TO THE KEEPER OF HIS GARDEN: ROOT UP THIS FIG-TREE THAT IT, MAKE NOT OUR GROUND TO BE UNFRUITFUL. AND THE GARDENER SAID UNTO GOD: (SUFFER US) TO RID IT OF WEEDS AND DIG THE GROUND ROUND ABOUT IT AND WATER IT. IF THEN IT, BEAR NOT FRUIT, WE WILL STRAIGHTWAY REMOVE ITS ROOTS OUT OF THE GARDEN AND PLANT ANOTHER IN PLACE OF IT. HAST THOU NOT UNDERSTOOD THAT THE FIG-TREE IS THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL? VERILY I SAY UNTO THEE, WHEN THE TWIGS THEREOF HAVE SPROUTED FORTH IN THE LAST DAYS, THEN SHALL FEIGNED CHRISTS COME AND AWAKE EXPECTATION SAYING: I AM THE CHRIST, THAT AM NOW COME INTO THE WORLD. AND WHEN THEY (ISRAEL) SHALL PERCEIVE THE WICKEDNESS OF THEIR DEEDS THEY SHALL TURN AWAY AFTER THEM AND DENY HIM [WHOM OUR FATHERS DID PRAISE], EVEN THE FIRST CHRIST WHOM THEY CRUCIFIED AND THEREIN SINNED A GREAT SIN. BUT THIS DECEIVER IS NOT THE CHRIST. [SOMETHING IS WRONG HERE: THE SENSE REQUIRED IS THAT ISRAEL PERCEIVES THE WICKEDNESS OF ANTICHRIST AND DOES NOT FOLLOW HIM.] AND WHEN THEY REJECT HIM, HE SHALL SLAY WITH THE SWORD, AND THERE SHALL BE MANY MARTYRS. THEN SHALL THE TWIGS OF THE FIG-TREE, THAT IS, THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, SHOOT FORTH: MANY SHALL BECOME MARTYRS AT HIS HAND. ENOCH AND ELIAS SHALL BE SENT TO TEACH THEM THAT THIS IS THE DECEIVER WHICH MUST COME INTO THE WORLD AND DO SIGNS AND WONDERS TO DECEIVE. AND THEREFORE, SHALL THEY THAT DIE BY HIS HAND BE MARTYRS, AND SHALL BE RECKONED AMONG THE GOOD AND RIGHTEOUS MARTYRS WHO HAVE PLEASED GOD IN THEIR LIFE. [HERMAS, VISION III.I.9, SPEAKS OF 'THOSE THAT HAVE ALREADY BEEN WELL-PLEASING UNTO GOD AND HAVE SUFFERED FOR THE NAME'S SAKE'.] AND HE SHOWED ME IN HIS RIGHT HAND THE SOULS OF ALL MEN, AND ON THE PALM OF HIS RIGHT HAND THE IMAGE OF THAT WHICH SHALL BE ACCOMPLISHED AT THE LAST DAY: AND HOW THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE SINNERS SHALL BE SEPARATED, AND HOW THEY DO THAT ARE UPRIGHT IN HEART, AND HOW THE EVIL-DOERS SHALL BE ROOTED OUT UNTO ALL ETERNITY. WE BEHELD HOW THE SINNERS WEPT (WEEP) IN GREAT AFFLICTION AND SORROW, UNTIL ALL THAT SAW IT WITH THEIR EYES WEPT, WHETHER RIGHTEOUS OR ANGELS, AND HE HIMSELF ALSO. AND I ASKED HIM AND SAID UNTO HIM: LORD, SUFFER ME TO SPEAK THY WORD CONCERNING THE SINNERS: IT WERE BETTER FOR THEM IF THEY HAD NOT BEEN CREATED. AND THE SAVIOUR ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: PETER, WHEREFORE SPEAKEST THOU THUS, THAT NOT TO HAVE BEEN CREATED WERE BETTER FOR THEM? THOU RESISTEST GOD. THOU WOULDEST NOT HAVE MORE COMPASSION THAN HE FOR HIS IMAGE: FOR HE HATH CREATED THEM AND BROUGHT THEM FORTH OUT OF NOT BEING. NOW BECAUSE THOU HAST SEEN THE LAMENTATION WHICH SHALL COME UPON THE SINNERS IN THE LAST DAYS, THEREFORE IS THINE HEART TROUBLED; BUT I WILL SHOW THEE THEIR WORKS, WHEREBY THEY HAVE SINNED AGAINST THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. BEHOLD NOW WHAT SHALL COME UPON THEM IN THE LAST DAYS, WHEN THE DAY OF GOD AND THE DAY OF THE DECISION OF THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD COMETH. FROM THE EAST UNTO THE WEST SHALL ALL THE CHILDREN OF MEN BE GATHERED TOGETHER BEFORE MY FATHER THAT LIVETH FOR EVER. AND HE SHALL COMMAND HELL TO OPEN ITS BARS OF ADAMANT AND GIVE UP ALL THAT IS THEREIN. AND THE WILD BEASTS AND THE FOWLS SHALL HE COMMAND TO RESTORE ALL THE FLESH THAT THEY HAVE DEVOURED, BECAUSE HE WILLETH THAT MEN SHOULD APPEAR; FOR NOTHING PERISHETH BEFORE GOD, AND NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH HIM, BECAUSE ALL THINGS ARE HIS. FOR ALL THINGS COME TO PASS ON THE DAY OF DECISION, ON THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT, AT THE WORD OF GOD: AND AS ALL THINGS WERE DONE WHEN HE CREATED THE WORLD AND COMMANDED ALL THAT IS THEREIN AND IT WAS DONE -EVEN SO SHALL IT BE IN THE LAST DAYS; FOR ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE WITH GOD. AND THEREFORE, SAITH HE IN THE SCRIPTURE: [EZEK. XXXVII.] SON OF MAN, PROPHESY UPON THE SEVERAL BONES AND SAY UNTO THE BONES: BONE UNTO BONE IN JOINTS, SINEW. NERVES, FLESH AND SKIN AND HAIR THEREON [AND SOUL AND SPIRIT]. AND SOUL AND SPIRIT SHALL THE GREAT URIEL GIVE THEM AT THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD; FOR HIM HATH GOD SET OVER THE RISING AGAIN OF THE DEAD AT THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT. BEHOLD AND CONSIDER THE CORNS OF WHEAT THAT ARE SOWN IN THE EARTH. AS THINGS DRY AND WITHOUT SOUL DO MEN SOW THEM IN THE EARTH: AND THEY LIVE AGAIN AND BEAR FRUIT, AND THE EARTH RESTORETH THEM AS A PLEDGE ENTRUSTED UNTO IT. [AND THIS THAT DIETH, THAT IS SOWN AS SEED IN THE EARTH, AND SHALL BECOME ALIVE AND BE RESTORED UNTO LIFE, IS MAN. PROBABLY A GLOSS.] HOW MUCH MORE SHALL GOD RAISE UP ON THE DAY OF DECISION THEM THAT BELIEVE IN HIM AND ARE CHOSEN OF HIM, FOR WHOSE SAKE HE MADE THE WORLD? AND ALL THINGS SHALL THE EARTH RESTORE ON THE DAY OF DECISION, FOR IT ALSO SHALL BE JUDGED WITH THEM, AND THE HEAVEN WITH IT. AND THIS SHALL COME AT THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT UPON THEM THAT HAVE FALLEN AWAY FROM FAITH IN GOD AND THAT HAVE COMMITTED SIN: FLOODS (CATARACTS) OF FIRE SHALL BE LET LOOSE; AND DARKNESS AND OBSCURITY SHALL COME UP AND CLOTHE AND VEIL THE WHOLE WORLD AND THE WATERS SHALL BE CHANGED AND TURNED INTO COALS OF FIRE AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM SHALL BURN, AND THE SEA SHALL BECOME FIRE. UNDER THE HEAVEN SHALL BE A SHARP FIRE THAT CANNOT BE QUENCHED AND FLOWETH TO FULFIL THE JUDGEMENT OF WRATH. AND THE STARS SHALL FLY IN PIECES BY FLAMES OF FIRE, AS IF THEY HAD NOT BEEN CREATED AND THE POWERS (FIRMAMENTS) OF THE HEAVEN SHALL PASS AWAY FOR LACK OF WATER AND SHALL BE AS THOUGH THEY HAD NOT BEEN. AND THE LIGHTNINGS OF HEAVEN SHALL BE NO MORE, AND BY THEIR ENCHANTMENT THEY SHALL AFFRIGHT THE WORLD (PROBABLY: THE HEAVEN SHALL TURN TO LIGHTNING AND THE LIGHTNINGS THEREOF SHALL AFFRIGHT THE WORLD. THE SPIRITS ALSO OF THE DEAD BODIES SHALL BE LIKE UNTO THEM (THE LIGHTNINGS?) AND SHALL BECOME FIRE AT THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD. AND SO SOON AS THE WHOLE CREATION DISSOLVETH, THE MEN THAT ARE IN THE EAST SHALL FLEE UNTO THE WEST, UNTO THE EAST; THEY THAT ARE IN THE SOUTH SHALL FLEE TO THE NORTH, AND THEY THAT ARE IN THE SOUTH. AND IN ALL PLACES SHALL THE WRATH OF A FEARFUL FIRE OVERTAKE THEM AND AN UNQUENCHABLE FLAME DRIVING THEM SHALL BRING THEM UNTO THE JUDGEMENT OF WRATH, UNTO THE STREAM OF UNQUENCHABLE FIRE THAT FLOWETH, FLAMING WITH FIRE, AND WHEN THE WAVES THEREOF PART THEMSELVES ONE FROM ANOTHER, BURNING, THERE SHALL BE A GREAT GNASHING OF TEETH AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN. THEN SHALL THEY ALL BEHOLD ME COMING UPON AN ETERNAL CLOUD OF BRIGHTNESS: AND THE ANGELS OF GOD THAT ARE WITH ME SHALL SIT (PROB. AND I SHALL SIT) UPON THE THRONE OF MY GLORY AT THE RIGHT HAND OF MY HEAVENLY FATHER; AND HE SHALL SET A CROWN UPON MINE HEAD. AND WHEN THE NATIONS BEHOLD IT, THEY SHALL WEEP, EVERY NATION APART. THEN SHALL HE COMMAND THEM TO ENTER INTO THE RIVER OF FIRE WHILE THE WORKS OF EVERY ONE OF THEM SHALL STAND BEFORE THEM (SOMETHING IS WANTING) TO EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS. AS FOR THE ELECT THAT HAVE DONE GOOD, THEY SHALL COME UNTO ME AND NOT SEE DEATH BY THE DEVOURING FIRE. BUT THE UNRIGHTEOUS THE SINNERS, AND THE HYPOCRITES SHALL STAND IN THE DEPTHS OF DARKNESS THAT SHALL NOT PASS AWAY, AND THEIR CHASTISEMENT IS THE FIRE, AND ANGELS BRING FORWARD THEIR SINS AND PREPARE FOR THEM A PLACE WHEREIN THEY SHALL BE PUNISHED FOR EVER (EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO HIS TRANSGRESSION). URIEL (URAEL) THE ANGEL OF GOD SHALL BRING FORTH THE SOULS OF THOSE SINNERS (EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO HIS TRANSGRESSION: PERHAPS THIS CLAUSE SHOULD END THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH: SO GREBAUT TAKES IT) WHO PERISHED IN THE FLOOD, AND OF ALL THAT DWELT IN ALL IDOLS, IN EVERY MOLTEN IMAGE, IN EVERY (OBJECT OF) LOVE, AND IN PICTURES, AND OF THOSE THAT DWELT ON ALL HILLS AND IN STONES AND BY THE WAYSIDE, WHOM MEN CALLED GODS: THEY SHALL BURN THEM WITH THEM (THE OBJECTS IN WHICH THEY DWELT, OR THEIR WORSHIPPERS?) IN EVERLASTING FIRE; AND AFTER THAT ALL OF THEM WITH THEIR DWELLING PLACES ARE DESTROYED, THEY SHALL BE PUNISHED ETERNALLY. (HERE BEGINS THE DESCRIPTION OF TORMENTS WHICH WE HAVE, IN ANOTHER TEXT, IN THE AKHMIM FRAGMENT.) THEN, SHALL MEN AND WOMEN COME UNTO THE PLACE PREPARED FOR THEM. BY THEIR TONGUES WHEREWITH THEY HAVE BLASPHEMED THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL THEY BE HANGED UP. THERE IS SPREAD UNDER THEM UNQUENCHABLE FIRE, THAT THEY ESCAPE IT NOT. BEHOLD, ANOTHER PLACE: THEREIN IS A PIT, GREAT AND FULL (OF…) IN IT ARE THEY THAT HAVE DENIED RIGHTEOUSNESS: AND ANGELS OF PUNISHMENT CHASTISE THEM AND THERE DO THEY KINDLE UPON THEM THE FIRE OF THEIR TORMENT. AND AGAIN BEHOLD [TWO: CORRUPT] WOMEN: THEY HANG THEM UP BY THEIR NECK AND BY THEIR HAIR; THEY SHALL CAST THEM INTO THE PIT. THESE ARE THEY WHICH PLAITED THEIR HAIR, NOT FOR GOOD (OR, NOT TO MAKE THEM BEAUTIFUL) BUT TO TURN THEM TO FORNICATION, THAT THEY MIGHT ENSNARE THE SOULS OF MEN UNTO PERDITION. AND THE MEN THAT LAY WITH THEM IN FORNICATION SHALL BE HUNG BY THEIR LOINS IN THAT PLACE OF FIRE; AND THEY SHALL SAY ONE TO ANOTHER: WE KNEW NOT THAT WE SHOULD COME UNTO EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT. AND THE MURDERERS AND THEM THAT HAVE MADE COMMON CAUSE WITH THEM SHALL THEY CAST INTO THE FIRE, IN A PLACE FULL OF VENOMOUS BEASTS, AND THEY SHALL BE TORMENTED WITHOUT REST, FEELING THEIR PAINS; AND THEIR WORMS SHALL BE AS MANY IN NUMBER AS A DARK CLOUD. AND THE ANGEL EZRAEL SHALL BRING FORTH THE SOULS OF THEM THAT HAVE BEEN SLAIN, AND THEY SHALL BEHOLD THE TORMENT OF THEM THAT SLEW THEM, AND SAY ONE TO ANOTHER: RIGHTEOUSNESS AND JUSTICE IS THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD. FOR WE HEARD, BUT WE BELIEVED NOT, THAT WE SHOULD COME INTO THIS PLACE OF ETERNAL JUDGEMENT. AND NEAR BY THIS FLAME SHALL BE A PIT, GREAT AND VERY DEEP, AND INTO IT FLOWETH FROM ABOVE ALL MANNER OF TORMENT, FOULNESS, AND ISSUE. AND WOMEN ARE SWALLOWED UP THEREIN UP TO THEIR NECKS AND TORMENTED WITH GREAT PAIN. THESE ARE THEY THAT HAVE CAUSED THEIR CHILDREN TO BE BORN UNTIMELY, AND HAVE CORRUPTED THE WORK OF GOD THAT CREATED THEM. OVER AGAINST THEM SHALL BE ANOTHER PLACE WHERE SIT THEIR CHILDREN [BOTH] ALIVE, AND THEY CRY UNTO GOD. AND FLASHES (LIGHTNINGS) GO FORTH FROM THOSE CHILDREN AND PIERCE THE EYES OF THEM THAT FOR FORNICATION'S SAKE HAVE CAUSED THEIR DESTRUCTION. OTHER MEN AND WOMEN SHALL STAND ABOVE THEM, NAKED; AND THEIR CHILDREN STAND OVER AGAINST THEM IN A PLACE OF DELIGHT, AND SIGH AND CRY UNTO GOD BECAUSE OF THEIR PARENTS, SAYING: THESE ARE THEY THAT HAVE DESPISED AND CURSED AND TRANSGRESSED THY COMMANDMENTS AND DELIVERED US UNTO DEATH: THEY HAVE CURSED THE ANGEL THAT FORMED US, AND HAVE HANGED US UP, AND WITHHELD FROM US (OR, BEGRUDGED US) THE LIGHT WHICH THOU HAST GIVEN UNTO ALL CREATURES. AND THE MILK OF THEIR MOTHERS FLOWING FROM THEIR BREASTS SHALL CONGEAL, AND FROM IT SHALL COME BEASTS DEVOURING FLESH, WHICH SHALL COME FORTH AND TURN AND TORMENT THEM FOR EVER WITH THEIR HUSBANDS, BECAUSE THEY FORSOOK THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD AND SLEW THEIR CHILDREN. AS FOR THEIR CHILDREN, THEY SHALL BE DELIVERED UNTO THE ANGEL TEMLAKOS (I.E. A CARE-TAKING ANGEL: SEE ABOVE, IN THE FRAGMENTS). AND THEY THAT SLEW THEM SHALL BE TORMENTED ETERNALLY, FOR GOD WILLETH IT SO. EZRAEL THE ANGEL OF WRATH SHALL BRING MEN AND WOMEN, THE HALF OF THEIR BODIES BURNING, AND CAST THEM INTO A PLACE OF DARKNESS, EVEN THE HELL OF MEN; AND A SPIRIT OF WRATH SHALL CHASTISE THEM WITH ALL MANNER OF TORMENT, AND A WORM THAT SLEEPETH NOT SHALL DEVOUR THEIR ENTRAILS: AND THESE ARE THE PERSECUTORS AND BETRAYERS OF MY RIGHTEOUS ONES. AND BESIDE THEM THAT ARE THERE, SHALL BE OTHER MEN AND WOMEN, GNAWING THEIR TONGUES; AND THEY SHALL TORMENT THEM WITH RED-HOT IRON AND BURN THEIR EYES. THESE ARE THEY THAT SLANDER AND DOUBT OF MY RIGHTEOUSNESS. OTHER MEN AND WOMEN WHOSE WORKS WERE DONE IN DECEITFULNESS SHALL HAVE THEIR LIPS CUT OFF, AND FIRE ENTERETH INTO THEIR MOUTH AND THEIR ENTRAILS. THESE ARE THE FALSE WITNESSES (AL. THESE ARE THEY THAT CAUSED THE MARTYRS TO DIE BY THEIR LYING). AND BESIDE THEM, IN A PLACE NEAR AT HAND, UPON THE STONE SHALL BE A PILLAR OF FIRE, AND THE PILLAR IS SHARPER THAN SWORDS. AND THERE SHALL BE MEN AND WOMEN CLAD IN RAGS AND FILTHY GARMENTS, AND THEY SHALL BE CAST THEREON, TO SUFFER THE JUDGEMENT OF A TORMENT THAT CEASETH NOT: THESE ARE THEY THAT TRUSTED IN THEIR RICHES AND DESPISED THE WIDOWS AND THE WOMAN WITH FATHERLESS CHILDREN...BEFORE GOD. AND INTO ANOTHER PLACE HARD BY, FULL OF FILTH, DO THEY CAST MEN AND WOMEN UP TO THE KNEES. THESE ARE THEY THAT LENT MONEY AND TOOK USURY. AND OTHER MEN AND WOMEN CAST THEMSELVES DOWN FROM A HIGH PLACE AND RETURN AGAIN AND RUN, AND DEVILS DRIVE THEM. [THESE ARE THE WORSHIPPERS OF IDOLS] AND THEY PUT THEM TO THE END OF THEIR WITST (DRIVE THEM UP TO THE TOP OF THE HEIGHT) AND THEY CAST THEMSELVES DOWN. AND THUS, DO THEY CONTINUALLY, AND ARE TORMENTED FOR EVER. THESE ARE THEY WHICH HAVE CUT THEIR FLESH AS [APOSTLES] OF A MAN: AND THE WOMEN THAT WERE WITH THEM...AND THESE ARE THE MEN THAT DEFILED THEMSELVES TOGETHER AS WOMEN. (THIS IS VERY CORRUPT: BUT THE SENSE IS CLEAR IN THE (GREEK.) AND BESIDE THEM (SHALL BE A BRAZIER?) ...AND BENEATH THEM SHALL THE ANGEL EZRAEL PREPARE A PLACE OF MUCH FIRE: AND ALL THE IDOLS OF GOLD AND SILVER, ALL IDOLS, THE WORK OF MEN'S HANDS, AND THE SEMBLANCES OF IMAGES OF CATS AND LIONS, OF CREEPING THINGS AND WILD BEASTS, AND THE MEN AND WOMEN THAT HAVE PREPARED THE IMAGES THEREOF, SHALL BE IN CHAINS OF FIRE AND SHALL BE CHASTISED BECAUSE OF THEIR ERROR BEFORE THE IDOLS, AND THIS IS THEIR JUDGEMENT FOR EVER. (IN THE GREEK THEY BEAT EACH OTHER WITH RODS OF FIRE: AND THIS IS BETTER.) AND BESIDE THEM SHALL BE OTHER MEN AND WOMEN, BURNING IN THE FIRE OF THE JUDGEMENT, AND THEIR TORMENT IS EVERLASTING. THESE ARE THEY THAT HAVE FORSAKEN THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD AND FOLLOWED THE (PERSUASIONS?) OF DEVILS. (PARTS OF THESE TWO SECTIONS ARE IN THE BODLEIAN FRAGMENT. AT THIS POINT THE AKHMIM FRAGMENT ENDS. THE ETHIOPIC CONTINUES:) AND THERE SHALL BE ANOTHER PLACE, VERY HIGH (CORRUPT SENTENCES FOLLOW. DUENSING OMITS THEM: GREBAUT RENDERS DOUBTFULLY: THERE SHALL BE A FURNACE AND A BRAZIER WHEREIN SHALL BURN FIRE. THE FIRE THAT SHALL BURN SHALL COME FROM ONE END OF THE BRAZIER). THE MEN AND WOMEN WHOSE FEET SLIP, SHALL GO ROLLING DOWN INTO A PLACE WHERE IS FEAR. AND AGAIN, WHILE THE FIRE THAT IS PREPARED FLOWETH, THEY MOUNT UP AND FALL DOWN AGAIN AND CONTINUE TO ROLL DOWN. (THIS SUGGESTS A NARROW BRIDGE OVER A STREAM OF FIRE WHICH THEY KEEP TRYING TO CROSS.) THUS, SHALL THEY BE TORMENTED FOR EVER. THESE ARE THEY THAT HONOURED NOT THEIR FATHER AND MOTHER AND OF THEIR OWN ACCORD WITHHELD (WITHDREW) THEMSELVES FROM THEM. THEREFORE, SHALL THEY BE CHASTISED ETERNALLY. FURTHERMORE, THE ANGEL EZRAEL SHALL BRING CHILDREN AND MAIDENS TO SHOW THEM THOSE THAT ARE TORMENTED. THEY SHALL BE CHASTISED WITH PAINS, WITH HANGING UP (?) AND WITH A MULTITUDE OF WOUNDS WHICH FLESH-DEVOURING BIRDS SHALL INFLICT UPON THEM. THESE ARE THEY THAT BOAST THEMSELVES (TRUST) IN THEIR SINS, AND OBEY NOT THEIR PARENTS AND FOLLOW NOT THE INSTRUCTION OF THEIR FATHERS, AND HONOUR NOT THEM THAT ARE MORE AGED THAN THEY. BESIDE THEM SHALL BE GIRLS CLAD IN DARKNESS FOR A GARMENT AND THEY SHALL BE SORE CHASTISED AND THEIR FLESH SHALL BE TORN IN PIECES. THESE ARE THEY THAT KEPT NOT THEIR VIRGINITY UNTIL THEY WERE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE, AND WITH THESE TORMENTS SHALL THEY BE PUNISHED, AND SHALL FEEL THEM. AND AGAIN, OTHER MEN AND WOMEN, GNAWING THEIR TONGUES WITHOUT CEASING, AND BEING TORMENTED WITH EVERLASTING FIRE. THESE ARE THE SERVANTS (SLAVES) WHICH WERE NOT OBEDIENT UNTO THEIR MASTERS; AND THIS THEN IS THEIR JUDGEMENT FOR EVER. AND HARD BY THIS PLACE OF TORMENT SHALL BE MEN AND WOMEN DUMB AND BLIND, WHOSE RAIMENT IS WHITE. THEY SHALL CROWD ONE UPON ANOTHER, AND FALL UPON COALS OF UNQUENCHABLE FIRE. THESE ARE THEY THAT GIVE ALMS AND SAY: WE ARE RIGHTEOUS BEFORE GOD: WHEREAS THEY HAVE NOT SOUGHT, AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS. EZRAEL THE ANGEL OF GOD SHALL BRING THEM FORTH OUT OF THIS FIRE AND ESTABLISH A JUDGEMENT OF DECISION. THIS THEN IS THEIR JUDGEMENT. A RIVER OF FIRE SHALL FLOW AND ALL JUDGEMENT (THEY THAT ARE JUDGED) SHALL BE DRAWN DOWN INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE RIVER. AND URIEL SHALL SET THEM THERE. AND THERE ARE WHEELS OF FIRE AND MEN AND WOMEN HUNG THEREON BY THE STRENGTH OF THE WHIRLING THEREOF. AND THEY THAT ARE IN THE PIT SHALL BURN: NOW THESE ARE THE SORCERERS AND SORCERESSES. THOSE WHEELS SHALL BE IN ALL DECISION (JUDGEMENT, PUNISHMENT) BY FIRE WITHOUT NUMBER. THEREAFTER SHALL THE ANGELS BRING MINE ELECT AND RIGHTEOUS WHICH ARE PERFECT IN ALL UPRIGHTNESS, AND BEAR THEM IN THEIR HANDS, AND CLOTHE THEM WITH THE RAIMENT OF THE LIFE THAT IS ABOVE. THEY SHALL SEE THEIR DESIRE ON THEM THAT HATED THEM, WHEN HE PUNISHETH THEM, AND THE TORMENT OF EVERY ONE SHALL BE FOR EVER ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS. AND ALL THEY THAT ARE IN TORMENT SHALL SAY WITH ONE VOICE: HAVE MERCY UPON US, FOR NOW KNOW WE THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD, WHICH HE DECLARED UNTO US AFORETIME, AND WE BELIEVED NOT. AND THE ANGEL TATIROKOS (TARTARUCHUS, KEEPER OF HELL: A WORD CORRESPONDING IN FORMATION TO TEMELUCHUS) SHALL COME AND CHASTISE THEM WITH YET GREATER TORMENT, AND SAY UNTO THEM: NOW DO YE REPENT, WHEN IT IS NO LONGER THE TIME FOR REPENTANCE, AND NOUGHT OF LIFE REMAINETH. AND THEY SHALL SAY: RIGHTEOUS IS THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD, FOR WE HAVE HEARD AND PERCEIVED THAT HIS JUDGEMENT IS GOOD; FOR WE ARE RECOMPENSED ACCORDING TO OUR DEEDS. THEN WILL I GIVE UNTO MINE ELECT AND RIGHTEOUS THE WASHING (BAPTISM) AND THE SALVATION FOR WHICH THEY HAVE BESOUGHT ME, IN THE FIELD OF AKROSJA (ACHEROUSIA, A LAKE IN OTHER WRITINGS, E.G. APOCALYPSE OF MOSES -WHERE THE SOUL OF ADAM IS WASHED IN IT: SEE ALSO PAUL 22, 23) WHICH IS CALLED ANESLASLEJA (ELYSIUM). THEY SHALL ADORN WITH FLOWERS THE PORTION OF THE RIGHTEOUS, AND I SHALL GO...I SHALL REJOICE WITH THEM. I WILL CAUSE THE PEOPLES TO ENTER IN TO MINE EVERLASTING KINGDOM, AND SHOW THEM THAT ETERNAL THING (LIFE?) WHEREON I HAVE MADE THEM TO SET THEIR HOPE, EVEN I AND MY FATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN. I HAVE SPOKEN THIS UNTO THEE, PETER, AND DECLARED IT UNTO THEE. GO FORTH THEREFORE AND GO UNTO THE LAND (OR CITY) OF THE WEST. (DUENSING OMITS THE NEXT SENTENCES AS UNINTELLIGIBLE; GREBAUT AND N. MCLEAN RENDER THUS: AND ENTER INTO THE VINEYARD WHICH I SHALL TELL THEE OF, IN ORDER THAT BY THE SICKNESS (SUFFERINGS) OF THE SON WHO IS WITHOUT SIN THE DEEDS OF CORRUPTION MAY BE SANCTIFIED. AS FOR THEE, THOU ART CHOSEN ACCORDING TO THE PROMISE WHICH I HAVE GIVEN THEE. SPREAD THOU THEREFORE MY GOSPEL THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD IN PEACE. VERILY MEN SHALL REJOICE: MY WORDS SHALL BE THE SOURCE OF HOPE AND OF LIFE, AND SUDDENLY SHALL THE WORLD BE RAVISHED.) (WE NOW HAVE THE SECTION DESCRIPTIVE OF PARADISE, WHICH IN THE AKHMIM TEXT PRECEDES THAT ABOUT HELL.) AND MY LORD JESUS CHRIST OUR KING SAID UNTO ME: LET US GO UNTO THE HOLY MOUNTAIN. AND HIS DISCIPLES WENT WITH HIM, PRAYING. AND BEHOLD THERE WERE TWO MEN THERE, AND WE COULD NOT LOOK UPON THEIR FACES, FOR A LIGHT CAME FROM THEM, SHINING MORE THAN THE SUN, AND THEIR RAIRMENT ALSO WAS SHINING, AND CANNOT BE DESCRIBED, AND NOTHING IS SUFFICIENT TO BE COMPARED UNTO THEM IN THIS WORLD. AND THE SWEETNESS OF THEM ...THAT NO MOUTH IS ABLE TO UTTER THE BEAUTY OF THEIR APPEARANCE (OR, THE MOUTH HATH NOT SWEETNESS TO EXPRESS…), FOR THEIR ASPECT WAS ASTONISHING AND WONDERFUL. AND THE OTHER, GREAT, I SAY (PROBABLY: AND, IN A WORD, I CANNOT DESCRIBE IT), SHINETH IN HIS (SIC) ASPECT ABOVE CRYSTAL. LIKE THE FLOWER OF ROSES IS THE APPEARANCE OF THE COLOUR OF HIS ASPECT AND OF HIS BODY...HIS HEAD (AL. THEIR HEAD WAS A MARVEL). AND UPON HIS (THEIR) SHOULDERS (EVIDENTLY SOMETHING ABOUT THEIR HAIR HAS DROPPED OUT) AND ON THEIR FOREHEADS WAS A CROWN OF NARD WOVEN OF FAIR FLOWERS. AS THE RAINBOW IN THE WATER, [PROBABLY: IN THE TIME OF RAIN. FROM THE LXX OF EZEK.I.28.] SO WAS THEIR HAIR. AND SUCH WAS THE COMELINESS OF THEIR COUNTENANCE, ADORNED WITH ALL MANNER OF ORNAMENT. AND WHEN WE SAW THEM ON A SUDDEN, WE MARVELLED. AND I DREW NEAR UNTO THE LORD (GOD) JESUS CHRIST AND SAID UNTO HIM: O MY LORD, WHO ARE THESE? AND HE SAID UNTO ME: THEY ARE MOSES AND ELIAS. AND I SAID UNTO HIM: ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB AND THE REST OF THE RIGHTEOUS FATHERS? AND HE SHOWED US A GREAT GARDEN, OPEN, FULL OF FAIR TREES AND BLESSED FRUITS, AND OF THE ODOUR OF PERFUMES. THE FRAGRANCE THEREOF WAS PLEASANT AND CAME EVEN UNTO US. AND THEREOF (AL. OF THAT TREE) ...SAW I MUCH FRUIT. AND MY LORD AND GOD JESUS CHRIST SAID UNTO ME: HAST THOU SEEN THE COMPANIES OF THE FATHERS? AS IS THEIR REST, SUCH ALSO IS THE HONOUR AND THE GLORY OF THEM THAT ARE PERSECUTED FOR MY RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE. AND I REJOICED AND BELIEVED [AND BELIEVED] AND UNDERSTOOD THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF MY LORD JESUS CHRIST. AND I SAID UNTO HIM: O MY LORD, WILT THOU THAT I MAKE HERE THREE TABERNACLES, ONE FOR THEE, AND ONE FOR MOSES, AND ONE FOR ELIAS? AND HE SAID UNTO ME IN WRATH: SATAN MAKETH WAR AGAINST THEE, AND HATH VEILED THINE UNDERSTANDING; AND THE GOOD THINGS OF THIS WORLD PREVAIL AGAINST THEE. THINE EYES THEREFORE MUST BE OPENED AND THINE EARS UNSTOPPED THAT A TABERNACLE, NOT MADE WITH MEN'S HANDS, WHICH MY HEAVENLY FATHER HATH MADE FOR ME AND FOR THE ELECT. AND WE BEHELD IT AND WERE FULL OF GLADNESS. AND BEHOLD, SUDDENLY THERE CAME A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING: THIS IS MY BELOVED SON IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED: MY COMMANDMENTS. AND THEN CAME A GREAT AND EXCEEDING WHITE CLOUD OVER OUR HEADS AND BARE AWAY OUR LORD AND MOSES AND ELIAS. AND I TREMBLED AND WAS AFRAID: AND WE LOOKED UP AND THE HEAVEN OPENED AND WE BEHELD MEN IN THE FLESH, AND THEY CAME AND GREETED OUR LORD AND MOSES AND ELIAS AND WENT INTO ANOTHER HEAVEN. AND THE WORD OF THE SCRIPTURE WAS FULFILLED: THIS IS THE GENERATION THAT SEEKETH HIM AND SEEKETH THE FACE OF THE GOD OF JACOB. AND GREAT FEAR AND COMMOTION WAS THERE IN HEAVEN AND THE ANGELS PRESSED ONE UPON ANOTHER THAT THE WORD OF THE SCRIPTURE MIGHT BE FULFILLED WHICH SAITH: OPEN THE GATES, YE PRINCES. THEREAFTER WAS THE HEAVEN SHUT, THAT HAD BEEN OPEN. AND WE PRAYED AND WENT DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN, GLORIFYING GOD, WHICH HATH WRITTEN THE NAMES OF THE RIGHTEOUS IN HEAVEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE. THERE IS A GREAT DEAL MORE OF THE ETHIOPIC TEXT, BUT IT IS VERY EVIDENTLY OF LATER DATE; THE NEXT WORDS ARE: 'PETER OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SAID TO ME: HEARKEN, MY SON CLEMENT, GOD CREATED ALL THINGS FOR HIS GLORY,' AND THIS PROPOSITION IS DWELT UPON. THE GLORY OF THOSE WHO DULY PRAISE GOD IS DESCRIBED IN TERMS BORROWED FROM THE APOCALYPSE: 'THE SON AT HIS COMING WILL RAISE THE DEAD...AND WILL MAKE MY RIGHTEOUS ONES SHINE SEVEN TIMES MORE THAN THE SUN, AND WILL MAKE THEIR CROWNS SHINE LIKE CRYSTAL AND LIKE THE RAINBOW IN THE TIME OF RAIN (CROWNS) WHICH ARE PERFUMED WITH NARD AND CANNOT BE CONTEMPLATED (ADORNED) WITH RUBIES, WITH THE COLOUR OF EMERALDS SHINING BRIGHTLY, WITH TOPAZES, GEMS, AND YELLOW PEARLS THAT SHINE LIKE THE STARS OF HEAVEN, AND LIKE THE RAYS OF THE SUN, SPARKLING WHICH CANNOT BE GAZED UPON.' AGAIN, OF THE ANGELS: ' THEIR FACES SHINE MORE THAN THE SUN; THEIR CROWNS ARE AS THE RAINBOW IN THE TIME OF RAIN. (THEY ARE PERFUMED) WITH NARD. THEIR EYES SHINE LIKE THE MORNING STAR. THE BEAUTY OF THEIR APPEARANCE CANNOT BE EXPRESSED...THEIR RAIMENT IS NOT WOVEN, BUT WHITE AS THAT OF THE FULLER, ACCORDING AS I SAW ON THE MOUNTAIN WHERE MOSES AND ELIAS WERE. OUR LORD SHOWED AT THE TRANSFIGURATION THE APPAREL OF THE LAST DAYS, OF THE DAY OF RESURRECTION, UNTO PETER, JAMES AND JOHN THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE, AND A BRIGHT CLOUD OVERSHADOWED US, AND WE HEARD THE VOICE OF THE FATHER SAYING UNTO US: THIS IS MY SON WHOM I LOVE AND IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED: HEAR HIM. AND BEING AFRAID WE FORGAT ALL THE THINGS OF THIS LIFE AND OF THE FLESH, AND KNEW NOT WHAT WE SAID BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF THE WONDER OF THAT DAY, AND OF THE MOUNTAIN WHEREON HE SHOWED US THE SECOND COMING IN THE KINGDOM THAT PASSETH NOT AWAY.' NEXT: 'THE FATHER HATH COMMITTED ALL JUDGEMENT UNTO THE SON.' THE DESTINY OF SINNERS -THEIR ETERNAL DOOM- IS MORE THAN PETER CAN ENDURE: HE APPEALS TO CHRIST TO HAVE PITY ON THEM. AND MY LORD ANSWERED ME AND SAID TO ME: 'HAST THOU UNDERSTOOD THAT WHICH I SAID UNTO THEE BEFORE? IT IS PERMITTED UNTO THEE TO KNOW THAT CONCERNING WHICH THOU ASKEST: BUT THOU MUST NOT TELL THAT WHICH THOU HEAREST UNTO THE SINNERS LEST THEY TRANSGRESS THE MORE, AND SIN.' PETER WEEPS MANY HOURS, AND IS AT LAST CONSOLED BY AN ANSWER WHICH, THOUGH EXCEEDINGLY DIFFUSE AND VAGUE DOES SEEM TO PROMISE ULTIMATE PARDON FOR ALL: 'MY FATHER WILL GIVE UNTO THEM ALL THE LIFE, THE GLORY, AND THE KINGDOM THAT PASSETH NOT AWAY,' ... 'IT IS BECAUSE OF THEM THAT HAVE BELIEVED IN ME THAT I AM COME. IT IS ALSO BECAUSE OF THEM THAT HAVE BELIEVED IN ME, THAT, AT THEIR WORD, I SHALL HAVE PITY ON MEN.' THE DOCTRINE THAT SINNERS WILL BE SAVED AT LAST BY THE PRAYERS OF THE RIGHTEOUS IS, RATHER OBSCURELY, ENUNCIATED IN THE SECOND BOOK OF THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES (A PARAPHRASE, IN THIS PART, OF THE APOCALYPSE), AND IN THE (COPTIC) APOCALYPSE OF ELIAS (SEE POST). ULTIMATELY PETER ORDERS CLEMENT TO HIDE THIS REVELATION IN A BOX, THAT FOOLISH MEN MAY NOT SEE IT. THE PASSAGE IN THE SECOND BOOK OF THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES WHICH SEEMS TO POINT TO THE ULTIMATE SALVATION OF ALL SINNERS WILL BE FOUND IN THE LAST LINES OF THE TRANSLATION GIVEN BELOW. THE PASSAGE IN THE COPTIC APOCALYPSE OF ELIAS IS GUARDED AND OBSCURE IN EXPRESSION, BUT SIGNIFICANT. IT BEGINS WITH A SENTENCE WHICH HAS A PARALLEL IN PETER. THE RIGHTEOUS WILL BEHOLD THE SINNERS IN THEIR PUNISHMENT, AND THOSE WHO HAVE PERSECUTED THEM AND DELIVERED THEM UP. THEN WILL THE SINNERS ON THEIR PART BEHOLD THE PLACE OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND BE PARTAKERS OF GRACE. IN THAT DAY WILL THAT FOR WHICH THE (RIGHTEOUS) SHALL OFTEN PRAY, BE GRANTED TO THEM. 
THE REVELATION OF STEPHEN
THE 'REVELATION CALLED OF STEPHEN' IS CONDEMNED, LIKE THAT OF THOMAS, IN THE GELASIAN DECREE. SIXTUS SENENSIS, BIBLIOTHECA SANCTA (1593), P. 115, SAYS: 'THE APOCALYPSE OF STEPHEN THE FIRST MARTYR WHO WAS ONE OF THE SEVEN DEACONS OF THE APOSTLES WAS PRIZED BY THE MANICHAEAN HERETICS AS SERAPION WITNESSES.' SERAPION OF THMUIS HE ELSEWHERE SAYS (P. 299), WROTE A LARGE AND VERY NOTABLE WORK AGAINST THE MANICHAEANS IN GREEK 'WHICH I HAVE LATELY READ'. OUR TEXTS OF SERAPION CONTAIN NO MENTION OF THE APOCALYPSE OF STEPHEN. BUT NO MANICHAEAN WOULD HAVE CARED ABOUT THE BOOK WHICH I AM GOING TO SPEAK OF. [I MUST RECORD ONE OF THE VERY RARE ERRORS OF FABRICIUS HERE. HE (COD. APOCR. N.T., I, P.965) CITES SIXTUS SENENSIS AS SAYING (ON THE AUTHORITY OF SERAPION) THAT THE MANICHAEANS SO PRIZED THE REVELATION OF STEPHEN AS TO CARRY IT IN THE SKIN OF THEIR THIGHS! THIS LONG PUZZLED ME, AND I COULD NOT FIND IT IN SIXTUS. BUT AT LAST I NOTICED THAT AT THE END OF THE ARTICLE JUST PRECEDING STEPHANUS, VICTOR VITENSIS IS QUOTED TO THIS EFFECT: THE MANICHAEANS SO HONOURED THEIR TEACHER THAT THEY USED TO HAVE THESE WORDS INSCRIBED ON THE SKIN OF THEIR THIGHS. 'MANICHAEUS, DISCIPLE OF CHRIST JESUS'. PERHAPS SOME ONE HAS ALREADY EXPLAINED THIS IN PRINT; IF SO, I HAVE NOT SEEN IT.] IT HAS BEEN USUALLY GUESSED THAT THE WRITING SO DESCRIBED WAS THE ACCOUNT OF THE FINDING OF ST. STEPHEN'S BODY, THE WHEREABOUTS OF WHICH WAS REVEALED BY GAMALIEL IN A VISION TO LUCIAN. WITH STEPHEN WERE FOUND THE BODIES OF GAMALIEL AND HIS SON ABIBAS, AND OF NICODEMUS. LUCIAN'S NARRATIVE WAS KNOWN TO AUGUSTINE: IT PURPORTS TO BE OF THE YEAR 415, AND THERE IS LITTLE IN IT, AS COMPARED WITH SIMILAR 'INVENTIONS' OF RELICS, WHICH JUSTIFIES ITS BEING SOLEMNLY CONDEMNED AS APOCRYPHAL. THE SUBSTANCE OF IT IS THIS: TWO YEARS AFTER THE ASCENSION THERE WAS A CONTEST ABOUT JESUS. MANY LEARNED MEN HAD ASSEMBLED AT JERUSALEM FROM ETHIOPIA, THE THEBAID, ALEXANDRIA, JERUSALEM, ASIA, MAURETANIA AND BABYLON. THERE WAS A GREAT CLAMOUR AMONG THEM LIKE THUNDER, LASTING TILL THE FOURTH HOUR. STEPHEN, A LEARNED MAN OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, STOOD ON A HIGH PLACE AND ADDRESSED THE ASSEMBLY. WHY THIS TUMULT? SAID HE. BLESSED IS HE WHO HAS NOT DOUBTED CONCERNING JESUS. BORN OF A PURE VIRGIN HE FILLED THE WORLD WITH LIGHT. BY SATAN'S CONTRIVANCES HEROD SLEW 14,000 (144,000) CHILDREN. HE SPOKE OF THE MIRACLES OF JESUS. WOE TO THE UNBELIEVERS WHEN HE SHALL COME AS JUDGE, WITH ANGELS, A FIERY CHARIOT, A MIGHTY WIND: THE STARS SHALL FALL, THE HEAVENS OPEN, THE BOOKS BE BROUGHT FORWARD. THE TWELVE ANGELS WHO ARE SET OVER EVERY SOUL SHALL UNVEIL THE DEEDS OF MEN. THE SEA SHALL MOVE AND GIVE UP WHAT IS IN IT. THE MOUNTAINS FALL, ALL THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH BECOMES SMOOTH. GREAT WINGED THRONES ARE SET. THE LORD, AND CHRIST, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT TAKE THEIR SEATS. THE FATHER BIDS JESUS SIT ON HIS RIGHT HAND. AT THIS POINT THE CROWD CRIED OUT: BLASPHEMY! AND TOOK STEPHEN BEFORE PILATE. PILATE STOOD ON THE STEPS AND REPROACHED THEM: YOU COMPELLED ME TO CRUCIFY THE INNOCENT; WHY RAGE AGAINST THIS MAN? WHY, GNASH YOUR TEETH? ARE YE YET FOOLISH? THEY LED STEPHEN AWAY. CAIAPHAS ORDERED HIM TO BE BEATEN TILL THE BLOOD RAN. AND HE PRAYED: LAY NOT THIS SIN TO THEIR CHARGE. WE SAW HOW ANGELS MINISTERED TO HIM. IN THE MORNING PILATE CALLED HIS WIFE AND TWO CHILDREN: THEY BAPTIZED THEMSELVES AND PRAISED GOD. THREE THOUSAND MEN NOW ASSEMBLED AND DISPUTED WITH STEPHEN FOR THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS. ON THE FOURTH DAY THEY TOOK COUNSEL AND SENT TO CAESAREA OF PALESTINE FOR SAUL OF TARSUS, WHO HAD A COMMISSION TO SEIZE UPON CHRISTIANS. HE TOOK HIS PLACE ON THE JUDGEMENT SEAT AND SAID: I WONDER THAT THOU, A WISE MAN, AND MY KINSMAN, BELIEVEST ALL THIS. NONE OF THE SANHEDRIN HAVE GIVEN UP THE LAW. I HAVE BEEN THROUGH ALL JUDAEA, GALILEE, PERAEA, DAMASCUS, AND THE CITY OF THE JESITITES TO SEEK OUT BELIEVERS. STEPHEN LIFTED UP HIS HANDS AND SAID: SILENCE, PERSECUTOR! RECOGNIZE THE SON OF GOD. THOU MAKEST ME DOUBT OF MY OWN DESCENT. BUT I SEE THAT THOU SHALT ERE LONG DRINK OF THE SAME CUP AS I. WHAT THOU DOEST, DO QUICKLY. SAUL RENT HIS CLOTHES AND BEAT STEPHEN. GAMALIEL, SAUL'S TEACHER, SPRANG FORTH AND GAVE SAUL A BUFFET, SAYING: DID I TEACH THEE SUCH CONDUCT? KNOW THAT WHAT THIS MAN SAITH IS ACCEPTABLE AND GOOD. SAUL WAS YET MORE ENRAGED, AND LOOKED FIERCELY ON HIM, SAYING: I SPARE THINE OLD AGE, BUT THOU SHALT REAP A DUE REWARD FOR THIS. GAMALIEL ANSWERED: I ASK NOTHING BETTER THAN TO SUFFER WITH CHRIST. THE ELDERS RENT THEIR CLOTHES, CAST DUST ON THEIR HEADS, AND CRIED: CRUCIFY THE BLASPHEMERS. SAUL SAID: GUARD THEM UNTIL THE MORROW. NEXT DAY HE SAT ON THE JUDGEMENT SEAT AND HAD THEM BROUGHT BEFORE HIM, AND THEY WERE LED AWAY TO BE CRUCIFIED. AN ANGEL CAME AND CAST AWAY THE CROSS, AND STEPHEN'S WOUNDS WERE HEALED. SEVEN MEN CAME AND POURED MOLTEN LEAD INTO HIS MOUTH AND PITCH INTO HIS EARS. THEY DROVE NAILS INTO HIS BREAST AND FEET, AND HE PRAYED FOR THEIR FORGIVENESS. AGAIN, AN ANGEL CAME DOWN AND HEALED HIM, AND A GREAT MULTITUDE BELIEVED. NEXT DAY ALL ASSEMBLED AND TOOK HIM OUT OF THE CITY TO JUDGE HIM. HE MOUNTED UPON A STONE AND ADDRESSED THEM: HOW LONG WILL YE HARDEN YOUR HEARTS? THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS SPAKE OF CHRIST. IN THE FIRST LAW, AND THE SECOND, AND THE OTHER BOOKS IT IS WRITTEN: WHEN THE YEAR OF THE COVENANT COMETH I WILL SEND MY BELOVED ANGEL, THE GOOD SPIRIT OF SONSHIP, FROM A PURE MAIDEN, THE FRUIT OF TRUTH, WITHOUT PLOUGHSHARE AND WITHOUT SEED, AND AN IMAGE OF SOWING (?), AND THE FRUIT SHALL GROW AFTER THE...OF PLANTING FOR EVER FROM THE WORD OF MY COVENANT, AND SIGNS SHALL COME TO PASS. AND ISAIAH SAITH: UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN, &C. AND AGAIN: BEHOLD, A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE, &C. AND THE PROPHET NATHAN SAID: I SAW ONE, A MAIDEN AND WITHOUT TOUCH OF MAN, AND A MAN CHILD IN HER ARMS, AND THAT WAS THE LORD OF THE EARTH UNTO THE END OF THE EARTH. AND AGAIN, THE PROPHET BARUCH SAITH: CHRIST THE ETERNAL APPEARETH AS A STONE FROM THE MOUNTAIN AND BREAKETH IN PIECES THE IDOL TEMPLES OF THE...DAVID ALSO SAID: ARISE, O LORD, UNTO THY RESTING PLACE…UNDERSTAND THEN, O FOOLISH ONES, WHAT THE PROPHET SAITH: IN THIS WORD SHALT THOU JUDGE. AND HE LOOKED UP TO HEAVEN AND SAID: I SEE THE HEAVEN OPENED AND THE SON OF MAN STANDING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD. THEN THEY LAID HANDS ON HIM, SAYING: HE BLASPHEMETH! GAMALIEL SAID: WHEREIN? THIS RIGHTEOUS MAN HATH SEEN THE SON SAYING TO THE FATHER: LO, THE JEWS RAGE AGAINST ME AND CEASE NOT TO ILL-TREAT THEM THAT CONFESS MY NAME. AND THE FATHER SAID: SIT THOU ON MY RIGHT HAND UNTIL I MAKE THINE ENEMIES THY FOOTSTOOL. THEN THEY BOUND STEPHEN AND TOOK HIM AWAY TO ALEXANDER, THE READER, WHO WAS A CHIEF OF THE PEOPLE, AND OF THE TROOP IN TIBERIAS. IN THE FOURTH WATCH OF THE NIGHT, A LIGHT AS OF LIGHTNING SHONE ROUND ABOUT HIM, AND A VOICE SAID: BE STRONG. THOU ART MY FIRST MARTYR, AND THINE HOUR IS NIGH. I WILL WRITE THE RECORD OF THEE IN THE BOOK OF EVERLASTING LIFE. THE JEWS TOOK COUNSEL AND DECREED THAT HE SHOULD BE STONED. THERE WERE WITH HIM ABIBAS, NICODEMUS, GAMALIEL, PILATE, HIS WIFE AND TWO CHILDREN, AND A MULTITUDE OF BELIEVERS. SAUL STOOD FORTH AND BECKONED, AND SAID: IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER THAT THIS MAN SHOULD NOT BE SLAIN, BECAUSE OF HIS GREAT WISDOM: BUT FORASMUCH AS HE IS AN APOSTATE, I CONDEMN [DAMN] STEPHEN TO BE STONED. THE PEOPLE SAID: HE SHALL BE STONED: BUT THOSE WHO STOOD IN THE FRONT RANK WITH STAVES LOOKED ON EACH OTHER AND DURST NOT LAY HANDS ON HIM: FOR HE WAS RENOWNED AMONG THE PEOPLE. SAUL WAS WROTH, AND STRIPPED THOSE SERVANTS OF THEIR GARMENTS AND LAID THEM ON THE TABLE; AND COMMANDED THE MEN TO STONE STEPHEN. STEPHEN LOOKED ROUND AND SAID: SAUL, SAUL, THAT WHICH THOU DOEST UNTO ME TO-DAY, THAT SAME WILL THE JEWS DO UNTO THEE TO-MORROW. AND WHEN THOU SUFFEREST, THOU SHALT THINK ON ME. THE PEOPLE CAST STONES UPON HIM SO THICKLY THAT THE LIGHT OF THE SUN WAS DARKENED. NICODEMUS AND GAMALIEL PUT THEIR ARMS ABOUT HIM AND SHIELDED HIM, AND WERE SLAIN, AND GAVE UP THEIR SOULS TO CHRIST. STEPHEN PRAYED, SAYING: FORGIVE THEM THAT STONE US, FOR BY THEIR MEANS WE TRUST TO ENTER INTO THY KINGDOM. AND AT THE TENTH HOUR HE GAVE UP THE GHOST. THEN BEAUTIFUL YOUTHS APPEARED, AND FELL UPON THE BODIES AND WEPT ALOUD: AND THE PEOPLE BEHELD THE SOULS BORNE UP BY ANGELS INTO HEAVEN, AND SAW THE HEAVENS OPEN AND THE HOSTS COMING TO MEET THE SOULS. AND THE PEOPLE MOURNED FOR THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS. PILATE TOOK THE BODIES AND PUT EACH ONE INTO A SILVER COFFIN WITH HIS NAME UPON IT: BUT STEPHEN'S COFFIN WAS GILT: AND HE LAID THEM IN HIS SECRET SEPULCHRE. BUT STEPHEN PRAYED: LET MY BODY BE BURIED IN MY LAND OF SERASIMA IN KAPOGEMALA (CAPHARGAMALA) UNTIL THE REVEALING, WHEN THE MARTYRS THAT FOLLOW ME SHALL BE GATHERED TOGETHER. AND AN ANGEL CAME AND REMOVED THE BODIES THITHER. BUT PILATE ROSE EARLY TO BURN INCENSE BEFORE THE BODIES, AND FOUND THEM NOT; AND RENT HIS CLOTHES, SAYING: WAS I THEN NOT WORTHY TO BE THY SERVANT? ON THE NIGHT FOLLOWING, STEPHEN APPEARED AND SAID TO HIM: WEEP NOT. I PRAYED GOD TO HIDE OUR BODIES. IN THE TIME OF OUR REVEALING ONE OF THY SEED SHALL FIND US AFTER A VISION, AND THY DESIRE SHALL BE FULFILLED. BUT BUILD A HOUSE OF PRAYER AND CELEBRATE OUR FEAST IN THE MONTH OF APRIL. AFTER SEVEN MONTHS THOU ALSO SHALT REST. AND PILATE DID SO: AND HE DIED, AND WAS BURIED AT KAPARTASALA: AND HIS WIFE ALSO DIED IN PEACE. BUT THE HOLY MARTYRS APPEARED THRICE TO VENERABLE AND BELIEVING MEN, SPEAKING TO THEM, AND REVEALING DIVINE WORDS: FOR AFTER THEIR DEATH MANY BELIEVED.
THE APOCALYPSE OF THOMAS
A. VERONA FRAGMENT (EIGHTH CENTURY) AND WILHELM'S TEXT (MUNICH CLM. 4585, NINTH CENTURY). HERE BEGINNETH THE EPISTLE OF THE LORD UNTO THOMAS. HEAR THOU, THOMAS, THE THINGS WHICH MUST COME TO PASS IN THE LAST TIMES: THERE SHALL BE FAMINE AND WAR AND EARTHQUAKES IN DIVERS PLACES, SNOW AND ICE AND GREAT DROUGHT SHALL THERE BE AND MANY DISSENSIONS AMONG THE PEOPLES, BLASPHEMY, INIQUITY, ENVY AND VILLAINY, INDOLENCE, PRIDE AND INTEMPERANCE, SO THAT EVERY MAN SHALL SPEAK THAT WHICH PLEASETH HIM. AND MY PRIESTS SHALL NOT HAVE PEACE AMONG THEMSELVES, BUT SHALL SACRIFICE UNTO ME WITH DECEITFUL MIND: THEREFORE, WILL I NOT LOOK UPON THEM. THEN SHALL THE PRIESTS BEHOLD THE PEOPLE DEPARTING FROM THE HOUSE OF THE LORD AND TURNING UNTO THE WORLD (?) AND SETTING UP (OR, TRANSGRESSING) LANDMARKS IN THE HOUSE OF GOD. AND THEY SHALL CLAIM (VINDICATE) FOR THEMSELVES MANY [THINGS AND] PLACES THAT WERE LOST AND THAT SHALL BE SUBJECT UNTO CAESAR (?) AS ALSO THEY WERE AFORETIME: GIVING POLL-TAXES OF (FOR) THE CITIES, EVEN GOLD AND SILVER AND THE CHIEF MEN OF THE CITIES SHALL BE CONDEMNED (HERE VERONA ENDS: MUNICH CONTINUES) AND THEIR SUBSTANCE BROUGHT INTO THE TREASURY OF THE KINGS, AND THEY SHALL BE FILLED. FOR THERE SHALL BE GREAT DISTURBANCE THROUGHOUT ALL THE PEOPLE, AND DEATH. THE HOUSE OF THE LORD SHALL BE DESOLATE, AND THEIR ALTARS SHALL BE ABHORRED, SO THAT SPIDERS WEAVE THEIR WEBS THEREIN. THE PLACE OF HOLINESS SHALL BE CORRUPTED, THE PRIESTHOOD POLLUTED, DISTRESS (AGONY) SHALL INCREASE, VIRTUE SHALL BE OVERCOME, JOY PERISH, AND GLADNESS DEPART. IN THOSE DAYS, EVIL SHALL ABOUND: THERE SHALL BE RESPECTERS OF PERSONS, HYMNS SHALL CEASE OUT OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD, TRUTH SHALL BE NO MORE, COVETOUSNESS SHALL ABOUND AMONG THE PRIESTS; AN UPRIGHT MAN (AL. AN UPRIGHT PRIESTHOOD) SHALL NOT BE FOUND. ON A SUDDEN THERE SHALL ARISE NEAR THE LAST TIME A KING, A LOVER OF THE LAW, WHO SHALL HOLD RULE NOT FOR LONG: HE SHALL LEAVE TWO SONS. THE FIRST IS NAMED OF THE FIRST LETTER (A, ARCADIUS), THE SECOND OF THE EIGHTH (H, HONORIUS). THE FIRST SHALL DIE BEFORE THE SECOND (ARCADIUS DIED IN 408- HONORIUS IN 423). THEREAFTER SHALL ARISE TWO PRINCES TO OPPRESS THE NATIONS UNDER WHOSE HANDS THERE SHALL BE A VERY GREAT FAMINE IN THE RIGHT-HAND PART OF THE EAST, SO THAT NATION SHALL RISE UP AGAINST NATION AND BE DRIVEN OUT FROM THEIR OWN BORDERS. AGAIN, ANOTHER KING SHALL ARISE, A CRAFTY MAN (?), AND SHALL COMMAND A GOLDEN IMAGE OF CAESAR (?) TO BE MADE (AL. TO BE WORSHIPPED IN THE HOUSE OF GOD), WHEREFORE (?) MARTYRDOMS SHALL ABOUND. THEN SHALL FAITH RETURN UNTO THE SERVANTS OF THE LORD, AND HOLINESS SHALL BE MULTIPLIED AND DISTRESS (AGONY) INCREASE. THE MOUNTAINS SHALL THE COMFORTED AND SHALL DROP DOWN SWEETNESS OF FIRE FROM THE FACET, THAT THE NUMBER OF THE SAINTS MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED. AFTER A LITTLE SPACE THERE SHALL ARISE A KING OUT OF THE EAST, A LOVER OF THE LAW, WHO SHALL CAUSE ALL GOOD THINGS AND NECESSARY TO ABOUND IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD: HE SHALL SHOW MERCY UNTO THE WIDOWS AND TO THE NEEDY, AND COMMAND A ROYAL GIFT TO BE GIVEN UNTO THE PRIESTS: IN HIS DAYS SHALL BE ABUNDANCE OF ALL THINGS. AND AFTER THAT AGAIN A KING SHALL ARISE IN THE SOUTH PART OF THE WORLD, AND SHALL HOLD RULE A LITTLE SPACE: IN WHOSE DAYS THE TREASURY SHALL FAIL BECAUSE OF THE WAGES OF THE ROMAN SOLDIERS SO THAT THE SUBSTANCE OF ALL THE AGED SHALL BE COMMANDED (TO BE TAKEN) AND GIVEN TO THE KING TO DISTRIBUTE. THEREAFTER SHALL BE PLENTY OF CORN AND WINE AND OIL, BUT GREAT DEARNESS OF MONEY, SO THAT THE SUBSTANCE OF GOLD AND SILVER SHALL BE GIVEN FOR CORN, AND THERE SHALL BE GREAT DEARTH. AT THAT TIME SHALL BE VERY GREAT RISING (?) OF THE SEA, SO THAT NO MAN SHALL TELL NEWS TO ANY MAN. THE KINGS OF THE EARTH AND THE PRINCES AND THE CAPTAINS SHALL BE TROUBLED, AND NO MAN SHALL SPEAK FREELY (BOLDLY). GREY HAIRS SHALL BE SEEN UPON BOYS, AND THE YOUNG (?) SHALL NOT GIVE PLACE UNTO THE AGED. AFTER THAT SHALL ARISE ANOTHER KING, A CRAFTY MAN, WHO SHALL HOLD RULE FOR A SHORT SPACE: IN WHOSE DAYS THERE SHALL BE ALL MANNER OF EVILS, EVEN THE DEATH OF THE RACE OF MEN FROM THE EAST EVEN UNTO BABYLON. AND THEREAFTER DEATH AND FAMINE AND SWORD IN THE LAND OF CHANAAN EVEN UNTO (ROME?). THEN SHALL ALL THE FOUNTAINS OF WATERS AND WELLS BOIL OVER (?) AND BE TURNED INTO BLOOD (OR, INTO DUST AND BLOOD). THE HEAVEN SHALL BE MOVED, THE STARS SHALL FALL UPON THE EARTH, THE SUN SHALL BE CUT IN HALF LIKE THE MOON, AND THE MOON SHALL NOT GIVE HER LIGHT. THERE SHALL BE GREAT SIGNS AND WONDERS IN THOSE DAYS WHEN ANTICHRIST DRAWETH NEAR. THESE ARE THE SIGNS UNTO THEM THAT DWELL IN THE EARTH. IN THOSE DAYS THE PAINS OF GREAT TRAVAIL SHALL COME UPON THEM. (AL. IN THOSE DAYS, WHEN ANTICHRIST NOW DRAWETH NEAR, THESE ARE THE SIGNS. WOE UNTO THEM THAT DWELL ON THE EARTH; IN THOSE DAYS GREAT PAINS OF TRAVAIL SHALL COME UPON THEM.) WOE UNTO THEM THAT BUILD, FOR THEY SHALL NOT INHABIT. WOE UNTO THEM THAT BREAK UP THE FALLOW, FOR THEY SHALL LABOUR WITHOUT CAUSE. WOE UNTO THEM THAT MAKE MARRIAGES, FOR UNTO FAMINE AND NEED SHALL THEY BEGET SONS. WOE UNTO THEM THAT JOIN HOUSE TO HOUSE OR FIELD TO FIELD, FOR ALL THINGS SHALL BE CONSUMED WITH FIRE. WOE UNTO THEM THAT LOOK NOT UNTO (?) THEMSELVES WHILE TIME ALLOWETH, FOR HEREAFTER SHALL THEY BE CONDEMNED FOR EVER. WOE UNTO THEM THAT TURN AWAY FROM THE POOR WHEN HE ASKETH. [HERE IS A BREAK: THE TEXT GOES ON: FOR I AM OF THE HIGH AND POWERFUL: I AM THE FATHER OF ALL. (AL. AND KNOW YE: I AM THE FATHER MOST HIGH: I, AM THE FATHER OF ALL SPIRITS.) THIS, AS WE SHALL SEE, IS THE BEGINNING OF THE OLDER(?) AND SHORTER TEXT, AND OF THE VIENNA FRAGMENT: ONLY, IN THE LATTER, SOME WORDS NOW UNINTELLIGIBLE PRECEDE IT: NOT THE WORDS, HOWEVER, WHICH ARE IN WILHELM'S TEXT. I WILL CONTINUE WITH WILHELM.] THESE ARE THE SEVEN SIGNS THE ENDING OF THIS WORLD. THERE SHALL BE IN ALL THE EARTH FAMINE AND GREAT PESTILENCES AND MUCH DISTRESS: THEN SHALL ALL MEN BE LED CAPTIVE AMONG ALL NATIONS AND SHALL FALL BY THE EDGE OF THE SWORD. ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE JUDGEMENT WILL BE A GREAT MARVEL (OR, THE BEGINNING SHALL BE). AT THE THIRD HOUR OF THE DAY SHALL BE A GREAT AND MIGHTY VOICE IN THE FIRMAMENT OF THE HEAVEN, AND A GREAT CLOUD OF BLOOD COMING DOWN OUT OF THE NORTH, AND GREAT THUNDERINGS AND MIGHTY LIGHTNINGS SHALL FOLLOW THAT CLOUD, AND THERE SHALL BE A RAIN OF BLOOD UPON ALL THE EARTH. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE FIRST DAY (MONDAY IN THE ANGLO-SAXON, AND SO FOR THE OTHER DAYS). AND ON THE SECOND DAY THERE SHALL BE A GREAT VOICE IN THE FIRMAMENT OF THE HEAVEN, AND THE EARTH SHALL BE MOVED OUT OF ITS PLACE: AND THE GATES OF HEAVEN SHALL BE OPENED IN THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN TOWARD THE EAST, AND A GREAT POWER SHALL BE SENT BELCHED) FORTH BY THE GATES OF HEAVEN AND SHALL COVER ALL THE HEAVEN EVEN UNTIL EVENING (AL. AND THERE SHALL BE FEARS AND TREMBLINGS IN THE WORLD). THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE SECOND DAY. AND ON THE THIRD DAY, ABOUT THE SECOND HOUR, SHALL BE A VOICE IN HEAVEN, AND THE ABYSSES OF THE EARTH SHALL UTTER THEIR VOICE FROM THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD. THE FIRST HEAVEN SHALL BE ROLLED UP LIKE A BOOK AND SHALL STRAIGHTWAY VANISH. AND BECAUSE OF THE SMOKE AND STENCH OF THE BRIMSTONE OF THE ABYSS THE DAYS SHALL BE DARKENED UNTO THE TENTH HOUR. THEN SHALL ALL MEN SAY: I THINK THAT THE END DRAWETH NEAR, THAT WE SHALL PERISH. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE THIRD DAY. AND ON THE FOURTH DAY AT THE FIRST HOUR, THE EARTH OF THE EAST SHALL SPEAK, THE ABYSS SHALL ROAR: THEN SHALL ALL THE EARTH BE MOVED BY THE STRENGTH OF AN EARTHQUAKE. IN THAT DAY SHALL ALL THE IDOLS OF THE HEATHEN FALL, AND ALL THE BUILDINGS OF THE EARTH. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE FOURTH DAY. AND ON THE FIFTH DAY, AT THE SIXTH HOUR, THERE SHALL BE GREAT THUNDERINGS SUDDENLY IN THE HEAVEN, AND THE POWERS OF LIGHT AND THE WHEEL OF THE SUN SHALL BE CAUGHT AWAY, AND THERE SHALL BE GREAT DARKNESS OVER THE WORLD UNTIL EVENING, AND THE STARS SHALL BE TURNED AWAY FROM THEIR MINISTRY. IN THAT DAY ALL NATIONS SHALL HATE THE WORLD AND DESPISE THE LIFE OF THIS WORLD. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE FIFTH DAY. AND ON THE SIXTH DAY THERE SHALL BE SIGNS IN HEAVEN. AT THE FOURTH HOUR THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN SHALL BE CLOVEN FROM THE EAST UNTO THE WEST. AND THE ANGELS OF THE HEAVENS SHALL BE LOOKING FORTH UPON THE EARTH THE OPENING OF THE HEAVENS. AND ALL MEN SHALL SEE ABOVE THE EARTH THE HOST OF THE ANGELS LOOKING FORTH OUT OF HEAVEN. THEN SHALL ALL MEN FLEE. (HERE WILHELM'S TEXT ENDS ABRUPTLY.) 
B. BIHLMEYER'S TEXT, FROM MUNICH CLM. 4563 (ELEVENTH TO TWELFTH CENTURY, FROM BENEDICTBEUREN): AND THE VIENNA FRAGMENT. HEAR THOU, O THOMAS, FOR I AM THE SON OF GOD THE FATHER AND I AM THE FATHER OF ALL SPIRITS. HEAR THOU OF ME THE SIGNS WHICH SHALL COME TO PASS AT THE END OF THIS WORLD, WHEN THE END OF THE WORLD SHALL BE FULFILLED (VIENNA: THAT IT, PASS AWAY) BEFORE MINE ELECT DEPART OUT OF THE WORLD. I WILL TELL THEE THAT WHICH SHALL COME TO PASS OPENLY UNTO MEN (OR, WILL TELL THEE OPENLY...): BUT WHEN THESE THINGS SHALL BE THE PRINCES OF THE ANGELS KNOW NOT, SEEING IT IS NOW HIDDEN FROM BEFORE THEN SHALL THERE BE IN THE WORLD SHARINGS (PARTICIPATIONS) BETWEEN KING AND KING, AND IN ALL THE EARTH SHALL BE GREAT FAMINE GREAT PESTILENCES, AND MANY DISTRESSES, AND THE SONS OF MEN SHALL BE LED CAPTIVE AMONG ALL NATIONS AND SHALL FALL BY THE EDGE OF THE SWORD (AND THERE SHALL BE GREAT COMMOTION IN THE WORLD: VIENNA OMITS). THEN AFTER THAT WHEN THE HOUR OF THE END DRAWETH NIGH THERE SHALL BE FOR SEVEN DAYS GREAT SIGNS IN HEAVEN, AND THE POWERS OF THE HEAVENS SHALL BE MOVED. THEN SHALL THERE BE ON THE FIRST DAY THE BEGINNING: AT THE THIRD HOUR OF THE DAY A GREAT AND MIGHTY VOICE IN THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN AND A BLOODY CLOUD COMING UP (DOWN, VIENNA) OUT OF THE NORTH, AND GREAT THUNDERINGS AND MIGHTY LIGHTNINGS SHALL FOLLOW IT, AND IT SHALL COVER THE WHOLE HEAVEN, AND THERE SHALL BE A RAIN OF BLOOD UPON ALL THE EARTH. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE FIRST DAY. AND ON THE SECOND DAY THERE SHALL BE A GREAT VOICE IN THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN, AND THE EARTH SHALL BE MOVED OUT OF ITS PLACE, AND THE GATES OF HEAVEN SHALL BE OPENED IN THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN TOWARD THE EAST, AND THE (SMOKE OF A GREAT FIRE SHALL BREAK FORTH THROUGH THE GATES OF HEAVEN AND SHALL COVER ALL THE HEAVEN UNTIL EVENING. IN THAT DAY THERE SHALL BE FEARS AND GREAT TERRORS IN THE WORLD. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE SECOND DAY. VIENNA IS DEFECTIVE HERE). BUT ON THE THIRD DAY ABOUT THE THIRD HOUR SHALL BE A GREAT VOICE IN HEAVEN, AND THE ABYSSES OF THE EARTH (VIENNA ENDS) SHALL ROAR FROM THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD; THE PINNACLES (SO) OF THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN SHALL BE OPENED, AND ALL THE AIR SHALL BE FILLED WITH PILLARS OF SMOKE. THERE SHALL BE A STENCH OF BRIMSTONE, VERY EVIL, UNTIL THE TENTH HOUR, AND MEN SHALL SAY: WE THINK THE TIME DRAWETH NIGH THAT WE PERISH. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE THIRD DAY. AND ON THE FOURTH DAY AT THE FIRST HOUR, FROM THE LAND OF THE EAST THE ABYSS SHALL MELT (SO) AND ROAR. THEN SHALL ALL THE EARTH BE SHAKEN BY THE MIGHT OF AN EARTHQUAKE. IN THAT DAY SHALL THE ORNAMENTS OF THE HEATHEN FALL, AND ALL THE BUILDINGS OF THE EARTH, BEFORE THE MIGHT OF THE EARTHQUAKE. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE FOURTH DAY. BUT ON THE FIFTH DAY AT THE SIXTH HOUR, SUDDENLY THERE SHALL BE A GREAT THUNDER IN HEAVEN, AND THE POWERS OF LIGHT AND THE WHEEL OF THE SUN SHALL BE CAUGHT AWAY (MS. OPENED), AND THERE SHALL BE GREAT DARKNESS IN THE WORLD UNTIL EVENING, AND THE AIR SHALL BE GLOOMY (SAD) WITHOUT SUN OR MOON, AND THE STARS SHALL CEASE FROM THEIR MINISTRY. IN THAT DAY SHALL ALL NATIONS BEHOLD AS IN A MIRROR (?) (OR, BEHOLD IT AS SACKCLOTH) AND SHALL DESPISE THE LIFE OF THIS WORLD. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE FIFTH DAY. AND ON THE SIXTH DAY AT THE FOURTH HOUR THERE SHALL BE A GREAT VOICE IN HEAVEN, AND THE FIRMAMENT OF THE HEAVEN SHALL BE CLOVEN FROM THE EAST UNTO THE WEST, AND THE ANGELS OF THE HEAVENS SHALL BE LOOKING FORTH UPON THE EARTH BY THE OPENINGS OF THE HEAVENS, AND ALL THESE THAT ARE ON THE EARTH SHALL BEHOLD THE HOST OF THE ANGELS LOOKING FORTH OUT OF HEAVEN. THEN SHALL ALL MEN FLEE UNTO THE MONUMENTS (MOUNTAINS?) AND HIDE THEMSELVES FROM THE FACE OF THE RIGHTEOUS ANGELS, AND SAY: WOULD THAT THE EARTH WOULD OPEN AND SWALLOW US UP! AND SUCH THINGS SHALL COME TO PASS AS NEVER WERE SINCE THIS WORLD WAS CREATED. THEN SHALL THEY BEHOLD ME COMING FROM ABOVE IN THE LIGHT OF MY FATHER WITH THE POWER AND HONOUR OF THE HOLY ANGELS. THEN AT MY COMING SHALL THE FENCE OF FIRE OF PARADISE BE DONE AWAY -BECAUSE PARADISE IS, GIRT ROUND ABOUT WITH FIRE. AND THIS SHALL BE THAT PERPETUAL FIRE THAT SHALL CONSUME THE EARTH AND ALL THE ELEMENTS OF THE WORLD. THEN SHALL THE SPIRITS AND SOULS OF ALL MEN COME FORTH FROM PARADISE AND SHALL COME UPON ALL THE EARTH: AND EVERY ONE OF THEM SHALL GO UNTO HIS OWN BODY, WHERE IT IS LAID UP, AND EVERY ONE OF THEM SHALL SAY: HERE LIETH MY BODY. AND WHEN THE GREAT VOICE OF THOSE SPIRITS SHALL BE HEARD, THEN SHALL THERE BE A GREAT EARTHQUAKE OVER ALL THE WORLD, AND BY THE MIGHT THEREOF THE MOUNTAINS SHALL BE CLOVEN FROM ABOVE AND THE ROCKS FROM BENEATH. THEN SHALL EVERY SPIRIT RETURN INTO HIS OWN VESSEL AND THE BODIES OF THE SAINTS WHICH HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP SHALL ARISE. THEN SHALL THEIR BODIES BE CHANGED INTO THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS AND THE HONOUR OF THE HOLY ANGELS, AND INTO THE POWER OF THE IMAGE OF MINE HOLY FATHER. THEN SHALL THEY BE CLOTHED WITH THE VESTURE OF LIFE ETERNAL, OUT OF THE CLOUD OF LIGHT WHICH HATH NEVER BEEN SEEN IN THIS WORLD; FOR THAT CLOUD COMETH DOWN OUT OF THE HIGHEST REALM OF THE HEAVEN FROM THE POWER OF MY FATHER. AND THAT CLOUD SHALL COMPASS ABOUT WITH THE BEAUTY THEREOF ALL THE SPIRITS THAT HAVE BELIEVED IN ME. THEN SHALL THEY BE CLOTHED, AND SHALL BE BORNE BY THE HAND OF THE HOLY ANGELS LIKE AS I HAVE TOLD YOU AFORETIME. THEN ALSO SHALL THEY BE LIFTED UP INTO THE AIR UPON A CLOUD OF LIGHT, AND SHALL GO WITH ME REJOICING UNTO HEAVEN, AND THEN SHALL THEY CONTINUE IN THE LIGHT AND HONOUR OF MY FATHER. THEN SHALL THERE BE UNTO THEM GREAT GLADNESS WITH MY FATHER AND BEFORE THE HOLY ANGELS THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE SIXTH DAY. AND ON THE SEVENTH DAY AT THE EIGHTH HOUR THERE SHALL BE VOICES IN THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE HEAVEN. AND ALL THE AIR SHALL BE SHAKEN, AND FILLED WITH HOLY ANGELS, AND THEY SHALL MAKE WAR AMONG THEM ALL THE DAY LONG. AND IN THAT DAY SHALL MINE ELECT BE SOUGHT OUT BY THE HOLY ANGELS FROM THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WORLD. THEN SHALL ALL MEN SEE THAT THE HOUR OF THEIR DESTRUCTION DRAWETH NEAR. THESE ARE THE SIGNS OF THE SEVENTH DAY. AND WHEN THE SEVEN DAYS ARE PASSED BY, ON THE EIGHTH DAY AT THE SIXTH HOUR THERE SHALL BE A SWEET AND TENDER VOICE IN HEAVEN FROM THE EAST. THEN SHALL THAT ANGEL BE REVEALED WHICH HATH POWER OVER THE HOLY ANGELS: AND ALL THE ANGELS SHALL GO FORTH WITH HIM, SITTING UPON CHARIOTS OF THE CLOUDS OF MINE HOLY FATHER (SO) REJOICING AND RUNNING UPON THE AIR BENEATH THE HEAVEN TO DELIVER THE ELECT THAT HAVE BELIEVED IN ME. AND THEY SHALL REJOICE THAT THE DESTRUCTION OF THIS WORLD HATH COME. THE WORDS OF THE SAVIOUR UNTO THOMAS ARE ENDED, CONCERNING THE END OF THIS WORLD. THE ANGLO-SAXON VERSION IN THE VERCELLI BOOK (NO. XV) BEGINS THUS: WE ARE TOLD IN THIS BOOK HOW SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE OF GOD ASKED OUR LORD WHEN THE TIME OF ANTICHRIST SHOULD BE. THEN THE LORD SPAKE UNTO HIM AND SAID THUS: IT BEHOVETH THAT IT BE IN THE NEXT DAYS. THEN SHALL BE HUNGER AND WAR… 
THE APOCALYPSE OF THE VIRGIN
WE HAVE THIS IN GREEK IN A GREAT MANY TEXTS. THE OLDEST I HAVE FOUND WAS EDITED BY ME IN 1893. A VERY BRIEF SUMMARY OF IT WILL SUFFICE, FOR IT IS A LATE AND DREARY PRODUCTION. THE VIRGIN AT THE MOUNT OF OLIVES PRAYS TO BE TOLD ABOUT THE TORMENTS OF HELL AND THE NEXT WORLD. MICHAEL IS SENT. HE TAKES HER TO THE WEST: THE EARTH OPENS AND DISCLOSES THE LOST WHO DID NOT WORSHIP THE TRINITY. SHE SEES A GREAT DARKNESS. AT HER PRAYER IT IS LIFTED AND SHE SEES SOULS TORMENTED WITH BOILING PITCH. NO ONE HAS YET INTERCEDED FOR THEM, NEITHER ABRAHAM, JOHN BAPTIST, MOSES, NOR PAUL. THEY ARE UNBELIEVERS. THEY GO TO THE SOUTH: THERE IS A RIVER OF FIRE WITH SOULS IMMERSED AT VARIOUS DEPTHS. CURSERS OF THEIR PARENTS. CAUSERS OF ABORTION. FALSE SWEARERS. A MAN HUNG BY THE FEET AND DEVOURED BY WORMS IS A USURER. A WOMAN HUNG BY THE EARS, WITH SERPENTS COMING OUT OF HER MOUTH AND BITING HER, IS A BACKBITER AND GOSSIP. THEY GO (AGAIN!) TO THE WEST. IN A CLOUD OF FIRE LIE THOSE WHO LAY LATE ON SUNDAY. ON FIERY SEATS SIT THOSE WHO DID NOT RISE AT THE ENTRY OF THE PRIEST. ON AN IRON TREE HANG BLASPHEMERS AND SLANDERERS. A MAN HUNG BY HANDS AND FEET IS THE EVIL STEWARD (OECONOMUS) OF A CHURCH. WICKED PRIESTS, READERS, BISHOPS, WIDOWS OF PRIESTS WHO MARRIED AGAIN, AN 'ARCHDEACONESS', COVETOUS WOMEN, ARE SEVERALLY DESCRIBED. THEY GO TO THE LEFT-HAND OF PARADISE. IN A RIVER OF PITCH AND FIRE ARE THE JEWS WHO CRUCIFIED JESUS, THOSE WHO DENIED BAPTISM THOSE GUILTY OF VARIOUS IMPURITIES, SORCERERS, MURDERERS, THEY WHO STRANGLE THEIR CHILDREN. IN A LAKE OF FIRE ARE BAD CHRISTIANS. A GREAT APPEAL OF THE VIRGIN FOLLOWS, IN WHICH SHE ENTREATS ALL THE SAINTS TO INTERCEDE, WITH HER, FOR THE CHRISTIANS. AT LAST THE SON APPEARS, AND GRANTS THE DAYS OF PENTECOST AS A SEASON OF REST TO THE LOST. IN SOME TEXTS A VISIT OF THE VIRGIN TO PARADISE FOLLOWS THIS, BUT IT IS USUALLY SHORT AND UNINTERESTING. IN ONE OF THE EASTERN BOOKS ON THE ASSUMPTION THERE IS A VERY DIFFUSE ACCOUNT OF PARADISE AS SEEN BY THE VIRGIN. 
APOCALYPSE OF THE VIRGIN. B. ETHIOPIC
THIS IS WHOLLY DIFFERENT FROM THE GREEK. IT WAS EDITED WITH A LATIN VERSION BY CHAINE IN 1909 (CORPUS SCRIPTT. CHRIST. ORIENT. I. 7) WITH TEXTS OF THE PROTEVANGELIUM AND A STORY OF THE ASSUMPTION. THE APOCALYPSE IS ALMOST WHOLLY BORROWED FROM THAT OF PAUL. CHAINE TAKES IT TO BE A VERSION FROM ARABIC, AND THE ARABIC HE THINKS WAS TRANSLATED FROM GREEK. JOHN IS THE NARRATOR. THE VIRGIN CALLED HIM TO LISTEN TO A WONDERFUL MYSTERY WHICH HAD BEEN REVEALED TO HER: AS SHE PRAYED AT GOLGOTHA AT NOON ON THE SIXTH DAY OF THE WEEK A CLOUD CAME AND TOOK HER INTO THE THIRD HEAVEN. THE SON APPEARED AND SAID THAT HE WOULD SHOW HER A GREAT MYSTERY. 'LOOK UPON THE EARTH BENEATH.' (HERE WE HAVE CH. 13 OF PAUL, AND FROM THIS POINT WE CONTINUE WITH THE TEXT OF PAUL SOMETIMES AMPLIFIED WITH QUOTATIONS FROM THE BIBLE.) AT PAUL 31 WE HAVE THE ADDITION -DOUBTLESS CORRECT- THAT THE SOULS WHO WERE NEITHER HOT NOR COLD SIT BESIDE THE RIVER OF FIRE. THERE ARE SEVERAL VARIATIONS AND ADDITIONS TO THE LIST OF TORMENTS NOT WORTH SPECIFYING, BUT THE SECTION WHICH CORRESPONDS TO PAUL 40 MUST BE QUOTED (UNPLEASANT AS THE TOPIC IS) ON ACCOUNT OF ITS AFFINITY WITH PETER. WOMEN ARE SEEN, BITTEN BY SERPENTS, DOGS, LIONS, AND LEOPARDS OF FIRE. THEY ARE NUNS WHO VIOLATED THE RULE AND SLEW THEIR CHILDREN. OFTEN, THEY CAUSED THEIR DEATH BEFORE THEY WERE BORN. THEY SHED THEIR BLOOD ON THE GROUND, OR KILLED THEM WHEN BORN, OR THEIR FATHERS GAVE POISON TO THE MOTHERS. 'BUT THESE CHILDREN CRY OUT BEFORE THE THRONE OF MY FATHER, AND SAY: LORD, THEY HAVE NOT SUFFERED US TO GROW UP TO DO GOOD OR EVIL: THE HALF OF US THEY GAVE TO THE DOGS AND CAST THE OTHER HALF TO THE SWINE. AND WHEN WE HEARD THE WORDS OF THESE CHILDREN, I AND MY FATHER AND THE COMFORTER WERE GRIEVED, AND I COMMANDED TEMLIAQOS TO SET THEM IN A BEAUTIFUL ABODE. BUT FOR THEIR FATHERS AND MOTHERS THIS IS THEIR TORMENT FOR EVER.' THE VIRGIN SAYS: IF THEY REPENT, WILT THOU NOT FORGIVE THEM? YES, IF THEY DO SO FROM THEIR HEART. BUT AS FOR THEIR PASTORS WHO DID NOT ADMONISH THEM, THEIR PART SHALL BE WITH ELI AND FOLA. ELI DID NOT REPROVE HIS SONS, FOLA SOLD HIS DAUGHTERS FOR AN OX. I DO NOT KNOW WHO FOLA WAS. THE APOCALYPSE ENDS WITH CH. 44 OF PAUL. THERE IS NO TRACE IN IT OF PAUL 1-12 OR 45-51.
THE VISION OF PAUL THE APOSTLE
HERE BEGINS THE VISION OF SAINT PAUL THE APOSTLE. "BUT I WILL COME TO VISIONS AND REVELATIONS OF THE LORD: I KNOW A MAN IN CHRIST FOURTEEN YEARS AGO (WHETHER IN THE BODY, I KNOW NOT; OR OUT OF THE BODY, I KNOW NOT, GOD KNOWETH) SNATCHED UP IN THIS MANNER TO THE THIRD HEAVEN: AND I KNOW SUCH A MAN, WHETHER IN THE BODY OR OUT OF THE BODY I KNOW NOT, GOD KNOWETH; HOW THAT HE WAS SNATCHED UP INTO PARADISE AND HEARD SECRET WORDS WHICH IT IS NOT LAWFUL FOR MEN TO SPEAK; ON BEHALF OF SUCH A ONE WILL I GLORY; BUT ON MINE OWN BEHALF I WILL NOT GLORY, SAVE IN MY INFIRMITIES."-2 CORINTHIANS 12:1-5
1. AT WHAT TIME WAS THIS REVELATION MADE? IN THE CONSULSHIP OF THEODOSIUS-AUGUSTUS THE YOUNGER AND CYNEGIUS, A CERTAIN NOBLEMAN THEN LIVING IN THARSUS, IN THE HOUSE WHICH WAS THAT OF SAINT PAUL, AN ANGEL APPEARING IN THE NIGHT REVEALED TO HIM, SAYING THAT HE SHOULD OPEN THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE HOUSE AND SHOULD PUBLISH WHAT HE FOUND, BUT HE THOUGHT THAT THESE THINGS WERE DREAMS;
2. BUT THE ANGEL COMING FOR THE THIRD TIME BEAT HIM AND FORCED HIM TO OPEN THE FOUNDATION. AND DIGGING HE FOUND A MARBLE BOX, INSCRIBED ON THE SIDES; THERE WAS THE REVELATION OF SAINT PAUL, AND HIS SHOES IN WHICH HE WALKED TEACHING THE WORD OF GOD. BUT HE FEARED TO OPEN THAT BOX AND BROUGHT IT TO THE JUDGE; WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED IT, THE JUDGE, BECAUSE IT WAS SEALED WITH LEAD, SENT IT TO THE EMPEROR THEODOSIUS, FEARING LEST IT MIGHT BE SOMETHING ELSE; WHICH WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED THE EMPEROR OPENED IT, AND FOUND THE REVELATION OF SAINT PAUL; A COPY OF IT HE SENT TO JERUSALEM, AND RETAINED THE ORIGINAL HIMSELF.
3. WHILE I WAS IN THE BODY IN WHICH I WAS SNATCHED UP TO THE THIRD HEAVEN, THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO ME SAYING: SPEAK TO THE PEOPLE: UNTIL WHEN WILL YE TRANSGRESS, AND HEAP SIN UPON SIN, AND TEMPT THE LORD WHO MADE YOU? YE ARE THE SONS OF GOD, DOING THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL IN THE FAITH OF CHRIST, ON ACCOUNT OF THE IMPEDIMENTS OF THE WORLD. REMEMBER THEREFORE AND KNOW THAT WHILE EVERY CREATURE SERVES GOD, THE HUMAN RACE ALONE SINS. BUT IT REIGNS OVER EVERY CREATURE AND SINS MORE THAN ALL NATURE.
4. FOR INDEED THE SUN, THE GREAT LIGHT, OFTEN ADDRESSED THE LORD SAYING: LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, I LOOK OUT UPON THE IMPIETIES AND INJUSTICES OF MEN; PERMIT ME AND I SHALL DO UNTO THEM WHAT ARE MY POWERS, THAT THEY MAY KNOW THAT THOU ART GOD ALONE. AND THERE CAME A VOICE SAYING TO HIM: I KNOW ALL THESE THINGS, FOR MINE EYE SEES AND EAR HEARS, BUT MY PATIENCE BEARS THEM UNTIL THEY SHALL BE CONVERTED AND REPENT. BUT IF THEY DO NOT RETURN TO ME, I WILL JUDGE THEM ALL.
5. FOR SOMETIMES THE MOON AND STARS ADDRESSED THE LORD SAYING: LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, TO US THOU HAST GIVEN THE POWER OF THE NIGHT; TILL WHEN SHALL WE LOOK DOWN UPON THE IMPIETIES AND FORNICATIONS AND HOMICIDES DONE BY THE SONS OF MEN? PERMIT US TO DO UNTO THEM ACCORDING TO OUR POWERS, THAT THEY MAY KNOW THAT THOU ART GOD ALONE. AND THERE CAME A VOICE UNTO THEM SAYING: I KNOW ALL THESE THINGS, AND MINE EYE LOOKS FORTH AND EAR HEARS, BUT MY PATIENCE BEARS WITH THEM UNTIL THEY SHALL BE CONVERTED AND REPENT. BUT IF THEY DO NOT RETURN UNTO ME, I WILL JUDGE THEM.
6. AND FREQUENTLY ALSO THE SEA EXCLAIMED SAYING: LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, MEN HAVE DEFILED THY HOLY NAME IN ME; PERMIT ME TO ARISE AND COVER EVERY WOOD AND ORCHARD AND THE WHOLE WORLD, UNTIL I BLOT OUT ALL THE SONS OF MEN FROM BEFORE THY FACE, THAT THEY MAY KNOW THAT THOU ART GOD ALONE. AND THE VOICE CAME AGAIN AND SAID: I KNOW ALL THINGS; MINE EYE SEETH EVERYTHING, AND MINE EAR HEARETH, BUT MY PATIENCE BEARS WITH THEM UNTIL THEY BE CONVERTED AND REPENT. BUT IF THEY DO NOT RETURN, I WILL JUDGE THEM. SOMETIMES THE WATERS ALSO SPOKE AGAINST THE SINS OF MEN SAYING: LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, ALL THE SONS OF MEN HAVE DEFILED THY HOLY NAME. AND THERE CAME A VOICE SAYING: I KNOW ALL THINGS BEFORE THEY COME TO PASS, FOR MINE EYE SEETH AND MINE EAR HEARETH ALL THINGS, BUT MY PATIENCE BEARS WITH THEM UNTIL THEY BE CONVERTED. BUT IF NOT, I WILL JUDGE THEM. FREQUENTLY ALSO THE EARTH TOO EXCLAIMED TO THE LORD AGAINST THE SONS OF MEN SAYING: LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, I ABOVE EVERY OTHER CREATURE OF THINE AM HARMED, SUPPORTING THE FORNICATIONS, ADULTERIES, HOMICIDES, THEFTS, PERJURIES AND MAGIC AND ILL-DOINGS OF MEN AND ALL THE EVIL THEY DO, SO THAT THE FATHER RISES UP AGAINST THE SON, AND THE SON UPON THE FATHER, THE ALIEN AGAINST THE ALIEN, SO THAT EACH ONE DEFILES HIS NEIGHBOUR'S WIFE. THE FATHER ASCENDS UPON THE BED OF HIS OWN SON, AND THE SON LIKEWISE ASCENDS THE COUCH OF HIS OWN FATHER; AND IN ALL THESE EVILS, THEY WHO OFFER THE SACRIFICE TO THY NAME HAVE DEFILED THY HOLY PLACE. THEREFORE, I AM INJURED ABOVE EVERY CREATURE, DESIRING NOT TO SHEW MY POWER TO MYSELF, AND MY FRUITS TO THE SONS OF MEN. PERMIT ME AND I WILL DESTROY THE VIRTUE OF MY FRUITS. AND THERE CAME A VOICE AND SAID: I KNOW ALL THINGS, AND THERE IS NONE WHO CAN HIDE HIMSELF FROM HIS SIN. MOREOVER, I KNOW THEIR IMPIETIES, BUT MY HOLINESS SUFFERS THEM UNTIL THEY BE CONVERTED AND REPENT. BUT IF THEY DO NOT RETURN UNTO ME, I WILL JUDGE THEM.
7. BEHOLD, YE SONS OF MEN, THE CREATURE IS SUBJECT TO GOD, BUT THE HUMAN RACE ALONE SINS. FOR THIS CAUSE, THEREFORE, YE SONS OF MEN, BLESS THE LORD GOD UNCEASINGLY, EVERY HOUR AND EVERY DAY: BUT MORE ESPECIALLY WHEN THE SUN HAS SET: FOR AT THAT HOUR ALL THE ANGELS PROCEED TO THE LORD TO WORSHIP HIM AND TO PRESENT THE WORKS OF MEN, WHICH EVERY MAN HAS WROUGHT FROM THE MORNING TILL THE EVENING, WHETHER GOOD OR EVIL. AND THERE IS A CERTAIN ANGEL WHO PROCEEDS REJOICING CONCERNING THE MAN IN WHOM HE DWELLS. WHEN THEREFORE THE SUN HAS SET IN THE FIRST HOUR OF NIGHT, IN THE SAME HOUR THE ANGEL OF EVERY PEOPLE AND EVERY MAN AND WOMAN, WHO PROTECT AND PRESERVE THEM, BECAUSE MAN IS THE IMAGE OF GOD: SIMILARLY ALSO IN THE MATIN HOUR WHICH IS THE TWELFTH OF THE NIGHT, ALL THE ANGELS OF MEN AND WOMEN, GO UP TO GOD TO WORSHIP GOD, AND PRESENT EVERY WORK WHICH EACH MAN HAS WROUGHT, WHETHER GOOD OR EVIL. MOREOVER, EVERY DAY AND NIGHT THE ANGELS SHOW TO GOD AN ACCOUNT OF ALL THE ACTS OF THE HUMAN RACE. TO YOU, THEREFORE, I SAY, YE SONS OF MEN, BLESS THE LORD GOD WITHOUT FAIL ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE.
8. THEREFORE AT THE APPOINTED HOUR ALL THE ANGELS WHATEVER, REJOICING AT ONCE TOGETHER, PROCEED BEFORE GOD THAT THEY MAY MEET TO WORSHIP AT THE HOUR DETERMINED. AND BEHOLD SUDDENLY IT BECAME THE HOUR OF MEETING, AND THE ANGELS CAME TO WORSHIP IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD, AND THE SPIRIT PROCEEDED TO MEET THEM: AND THERE CAME A VOICE AND SAID: WHENCE COME YE, OUR ANGELS, BEARING THE BURDENS OF TIDINGS?
9. THEY ANSWERED AND SAID: WE COME FROM THOSE WHO HAVE RENOUNCED THIS WORLD FOR THE SAKE OF THY HOLY NAME, WANDERING AS PILGRIMS, AND IN CAVES OF THE ROCKS, AND WEEPING EVERY HOUR IN WHICH THEY INHABITED THE EARTH, AND HUNGERING AND THIRSTING BECAUSE OF THY NAME, WITH THEIR LOINS GIRDED, HAVING IN THEIST HANDS THE INCENSE OF THEIR HEARTS, AND PRAYING AND BLESSING EVERY HOUR, AND RESTRAINING AND OVERCOMING THEMSELVES, WEEPING AND WAILING ABOVE THE REST THAT INHABIT THE EARTH. AND WE INDEED, THEIR ANGELS, MOURN ALONG WITH THEM: WHITHER THEREFORE IT SHALL PLEASE THEE, COMMAND US TO GO AND MINISTER, LEST OTHERS ALSO DO IT, BUT THE DESTITUTE ABOVE THE REST WHO ARE ON EARTH. AND THERE CAME THE VOICE OF GOD TO THEM SAYING: KNOW YE THAT NOW HENCEFORWARD MY GRACE IS APPOINTED UNTO YOU, AND MY HELP, WHO IS MY WELL-BELOVED SON, SHALL BE PRESENT WITH THEM, GUIDING THEM EVERY HOUR; MINISTERING ALSO TO THEM, NEVER DESERTING THEM, SINCE THEIR PLACE IS HIS HABITATION.
10. WHEN THEREFORE THESE ANGELS HAD RETIRED, BEHOLD OTHER ANGELS CAME TO ADORE IN THE PRESENCE OF HONOUR, IN THE ASSEMBLY, WHO WEPT; AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD PROCEEDED TO MEET THEM, AND THERE CAME THE VOICE OF GOD AND SAID: WHENCE COME YE, OUR ANGELS, BEARING THE BURDENS OF THE MINISTRY OF THE TIDINGS OF THE WORLD? THEY ANSWERED AND SAID IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD: WE HAVE ARRIVED FROM THOSE WHO CALLED UPON THY NAME, AND THE IMPEDIMENTS OF THE WORLD MADE THEM WRETCHED, DEVISING MANY OCCASIONS EVERY HOUR, NOT EVEN MAKING ONE PURE PRAYER, NOR OUT OF THEIR WHOLE HEART, IN ALL THE TIME OF THEIR LIFE; WHAT NEED, THEREFORE, IS THERE TO BE PRESENT WITH MEN WHO ARE SINNERS? AND THERE CAME THE VOICE OF GOD TO THEM: IT IS NECESSARY THAT YE SHOULD MINISTER TO THEM, UNTIL THEY BE CONVERTED AND REPENT: BUT IF THEY DO NOT RETURN TO ME, I WILL JUDGE THEM. KNOW THEREFORE, SONS OF MEN, THAT WHATEVER THINGS ARE WROUGHT BY YOU, THESE ANGELS RELATE TO GOD, WHETHER GOOD OR EVIL. 
11. AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: FOLLOW ME, AND I WILL SHOW YOU THE PLACE OF THE JUST WHERE THEY ARE LED WHEN THEY ARE DECEASED, AND AFTER THESE THINGS TAKING THEE INTO THE ABYSS, I WILL SHOW THEE THE SOULS OF SINNERS AND WHAT SORT OF PLACE THEY ARE LED INTO WHEN THEY HAVE DECEASED. AND I PROCEEDED BACK AFTER THE ANGEL, AND HE LED ME INTO HEAVEN, AND I LOOKED BACK UPON THE FIRMAMENT, AND I SAW IN THE SAME PLACE POWER, AND THERE WAS THERE OBLIVION WHICH DECEIVES AND DRAWS DOWN TO ITSELF THE HEARTS OF MEN, AND THE SPIRIT OF DETRACTION, AND THE SPIRIT OF FORNICATION, AND THE SPIRIT OF MADNESS, AND THE SPIRIT OF INSOLENCE, AND THERE WERE THERE THE PRINCES OF VICES: THESE I SAW UNDER THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN: AND AGAIN I LOOKED BACK, AND I SAW ANGELS WITHOUT MERCY, HAVING NO PITY, WHOSE COUNTENANCE WAS FULL OF MADNESS, AND THEIR TEETH STICKING OUT BEYOND THE MOUTH: THEIR EYES SHONE LIKE THE MORNING STAR OF THE EAST, AND FROM THE HAIRS OF THEIR HEAD SPARKS OF FIRE WENT OUT, OR FROM THEIR MOUTH. AND I ASKED THE ANGEL SAYING: SIR, WHO ARE THOSE? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: THESE ARE THOSE WHO ARE DESTINED TO THE SOULS OF THE IMPIOUS IN THE HOUR OF NEED, WHO DID NOT BELIEVE THAT THEY HAD THE LORD FOR THEIR HELPER, NOR HOPED IN HIM.
12. AND I LOOKED ON HIGH AND I SAW OTHER ANGELS WHOSE COUNTENANCE SHONE AS THE SUN, THEIR LOINS GIRDED WITH GOLDEN GIRDLES, HAVING PALMS IN THEIR HANDS, AND THE SIGN OF GOD, CLOTHED WITH GARMENTS IN WHICH WAS WRITTEN THE NAME OF THE SON OF GOD, FILLED MOREOVER WITH ALL MEEKNESS AND PITY; AND I ASKED THE ANGELS SAYING: WHO ARE THESE, LORD, IN SO GREAT BEAUTY AND PITY? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: THESE ARE THE ANGELS OF JUSTICE WHO ARE SENT TO LEAD UP THE SOULS OF THE JUST, IN THE HOUR OF NEED, WHO BELIEVED THAT THEY HAD THE LORD FOR THEIR HELPER. AND I SAID TO HIM: DO THE JUST AND SINNERS NECESSARILY MEET WITNESSES WHEN THEY HAVE DIED? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME: THERE IS ONE WAY BY WHICH ALL PASS OVER TO GOD, BUT THE JUST HAVING THEIR HELPER WITH THEM ARE NOT CONFOUNDED WHEN THEY GO TO APPEAR IN THE SIGHT OF GOD.
13. AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL: I WISHED TO SEE THE SOULS OF THE JUST AND OF SINNERS GOING OUT OF THE WORLD. AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: LOOK DOWN UPON THE EARTH. AND I LOOKED DOWN FROM HEAVEN UPON THE EARTH, AND SAW THE WHOLE WORLD, AND IT WAS NOTHING IN MY SIGHT AND I SAW THE SONS OF MEN AS THOUGH THEY WERE NAUGHT, AND A-WANTING, AND I WONDERED AND SAID TO THE ANGEL: IS THIS THE GREATNESS OF MEN? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: IT IS, AND THESE ARE THEY WHO DO EVIL FROM MORNING TILL EVENING. AND I LOOKED AND SAW A GREAT CLOUD OF FIRE SPREAD OVER THE WHOLE WORLD, AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL: WHAT IS THIS, MY LORD? AND HE SAID TO ME: THIS IS INJUSTICE STIRRED UP BY THE PRINCES OF SINNERS.
14. I INDEED WHEN I HAD HEARD THIS SIGHED AND WEPT, AND SAID TO THE ANGEL: I WISHED TO SEE THE SOULS OF THE JUST AND OF SINNERS, AND TO SEE IN WHAT MANNER THEY GO OUT OF THE BODY. AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: LOOK AGAIN UPON THE EARTH. AND I LOOKED AND SAW ALL THE WORLD, AND MEN WERE AS NAUGHT AND A-WANTING: AND I LOOKED CAREFULLY AND SAW A CERTAIN MAN ABOUT TO DIE, AND THE ANGEL SAID TO ME: THIS ONE WHOM THOU SEEST IS A JUST MAN. AND I LOOKED AGAIN AND SAW ALL HIS WORKS, WHATEVER HE HAD DONE FOR THE SAKE OF GOD'S NAME, AND ALL HIS DESIRES, BOTH WHAT HE REMEMBERED, AND WHAT HE DID NOT REMEMBER; THEY ALL STOOD IN HIS SIGHT IN THE HOUR OF NEED; AND I SAW THE JUST MAN ADVANCE AND FIND REFRESHMENT AND CONFIDENCE, AND BEFORE HE WENT OUT OF THE WORLD THE HOLY AND THE IMPIOUS ANGELS BOTH ATTENDED: AND I SAW THEM ALL, BUT THE IMPIOUS FOUND NO PLACE OF HABITATION IN HIM, BUT THE HOLY TOOK POSSESSION OF HIS SOUL, GUIDING IT TILL IT WENT OUT OF THE BODY: AND THEY ROUSED THE SOUL SAYING: SOUL, KNOW THY BODY WHENCE THOU GOEST OUT, FOR IT IS NECESSARY THAT THOU SHOULDST RETURN TO THE SAME BODY ON THE DAY OF THE RESURRECTION, THAT THOU MAYEST RECEIVE THE THINGS PROMISED TO ALL THE JUST. RECEIVING THEREFORE THE SOUL FROM THE BODY, THEY IMMEDIATELY KISSED IT AS FAMILIARLY KNOWN TO THEM, SAYING TO IT: DO MANFULLY, FOR THOU HAST DONE THE WILL OF GOD WHILE PLACED IN THE EARTH. AND THERE CAME TO MEET HIM THE ANGEL WHO WATCHED HIM EVERY DAY, AND SAID TO HIM: DO MANFULLY, SOUL; FOR I REJOICE IN THEE, BECAUSE THOU HAST DONE THE WILL OF GOD ON EARTH: FOR I RELATED TO GOD ALL THY WORKS, SUCH AS THEY WERE. SIMILARLY, ALSO THE SPIRIT PROCEEDED TO MEET HIM AND SAID: SOUL, FEAR NOT, NOR BE DISTURBED, UNTIL THOU COMEST INTO A PLACE WHICH THOU HAST NEVER KNOWN, BUT I WILL BE A HELPER UNTO THEE: FOR I FOUND IN THEE A PLACE OF REFRESHMENT IN THE TIME WHEN I DWELT IN THEE, WHILE I WAS ON EARTH. AND HIS SPIRIT STRENGTHENED HIM, AND HIS ANGEL RECEIVED HIM, AND LED HIM INTO HEAVEN: AND AN ANGEL SAID: WHITHER RUNNEST THOU, O SOUL, AND DOST THOU DARE TO ENTER INTO HEAVEN? WAIT AND LET US SEE IF THERE IS ANYTHING OF OURS IN THEE: AND BEHOLD WE FIND NOTHING IN THEE. I SEE ALSO THY DIVINE HELPER AND ANGEL, AND THE SPIRIT IS REJOICING ALONG WITH THEE, BECAUSE THOU HAST DONE THE WILL OF GOD ON EARTH. AND THEY LED HIM ALONG TILL HE SHOULD WORSHIP IN THE SIGHT OF GOD. AND WHEN THEY HAD CEASED, IMMEDIATELY MICHAEL AND ALL THE ARMY OF ANGELS, WITH ONE VOICE, ADORED THE FOOTSTOOL OF HIS FEET, AND HIS DOOM, SAYING AT THE SAME TIME TO THE SOUL: THIS IS YOUR GOD OF ALL THINGS, WHO MADE YOU IN HIS OWN IMAGE AND LIKENESS. MOREOVER, THE ANGEL RETURNS AND POINTS HIM OUT SAYING: GOD, REMEMBER HIS LABOURS: FOR THIS IS THE SOUL, WHOSE WORKS I RELATED TO THEE, DOING ACCORDING TO THY JUDGMENT. AND THE SPIRIT SAID LIKEWISE: I AM THE SPIRIT OF VIVIFICATION INSPIRING HIM: FOR I HAD REFRESHMENT IN HIM, IN THE TIME WHEN I DWELT IN HIM, DOING ACCORDING TO THY JUDGMENT. AND THERE CAME THE VOICE OF GOD AND SAID: IN AS MUCH AS THIS MAN DID NOT VEX ME, NEITHER WILL I VEX HIM; FOR ACCORDING AS HE HAD PITY, I ALSO WILL HAVE PITY. LET HIM THEREFORE BE HANDED OVER TO MICHAEL, THE ANGEL OF THE COVENANT, AND LET HIM LEAD HIM INTO THE PARADISE OF JOY, THAT HE HIMSELF MAY BECOME CO-HEIR WITH ALL THE SAINTS. AND AFTER THESE THINGS I HEARD THE VOICES OF A THOUSAND THOUSAND ANGELS, AND ARCHANGELS, AND CHERUBIM, AND TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS SAYING HYMNS, AND GLORIFYING THE LORD AND CRYING: THOU ART JUST, O LORD, AND JUST ARE THY JUDGMENTS, AND THERE IS NO ACCEPTANCE OF PERSONS WITH THEE, BUT THOU REWARDEST UNTO EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO THY JUDGMENT. AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: HAST THOU BELIEVED AND KNOWN, THAT WHATEVER EACH MAN OF YOU HAS DONE, HE SEES IN THE HOUR OF NEED? AND I SAID: YES, SIR.
15. AND HE SAITH TO ME: LOOK AGAIN DOWN ON THE EARTH, AND WATCH THE SOUL OF AN IMPIOUS MAN GOING OUT OF THE BODY, WHICH VEXED THE LORD DAY AND NIGHT, SAYING: I KNOW NOTHING ELSE IN THIS WORLD, I EAT AND DRINK, AND ENJOY WHAT IS IN THE WORLD; FOR WHO IS THERE WHO HAS DESCENDED INTO HELL, AND ASCENDING HAS DECLARED TO US THAT THERE IS JUDGMENT THERE! AND AGAIN, I LOOKED CAREFULLY, AND SAW ALL THE SCORN OF THE SINNER, AND ALL THAT HE DID, AND THEY STOOD TOGETHER BEFORE HIM IN THE HOUR OF NEED: AND IT WAS DONE TO HIM IN THAT HOUR, IN WHICH HE WAS THREATENED ABOUT HIS BODY AT THE JUDGMENT, AND I SAID: IT WERE BETTER FOR HIM IF HE HALL NOT BEEN BORN. AND AFTER THESE THINGS, THERE CAME AT THE SAME TIME, THE HOLY ANGELS, AND THE MALIGN, AND THE SOUL OF THE SINNER AND THE HOLY ANGELS DID NOT FIND A PLACE IN IT. MOREOVER, THE MALIGN ANGELS CURSED IT; AND WHEN THEY HAD DRAWN IT OUT OF THE BODY, THE ANGELS ADMONISHED IT A THIRD TIME, SAYING: O WRETCHED SOUL, LOOK UPON THY FLESH, WHENCE THOU CAMEST OUT: FOR IT IS NECESSARY THAT THOU SHOULDST RETURN TO THY FLESH IN THE DAY OF RESURRECTION, THAT THOU MAYEST RECEIVE THE DUE FOR THY SINS AND THY IMPIETIES.
16. AND WHEN THEY HAD LED IT FORTH, THE CUSTOMARY ANGEL PRECEDED IT, AND SAID TO IT: O WRETCHED SOUL, I AM THE ANGEL BELONGING TO THEE, RELATING DAILY TO THE LORD THY MALIGN WORKS, WHATEVER THOU DIDST BY NIGHT OR DAY: AND IF IT WERE IN MY POWER, NOT FOR ONE DAY WOULD I MINISTER TO THEE, BUT NONE OF THESE THINGS WAS I ABLE TO DO: THE JUDGE IS PITIFUL AND JUST, AND HE HIMSELF COMMANDED US THAT WE SHOULD NOT CEASE TO MINISTER TO THE SOUL, TILL YOU SHOULD REPENT, BUT THOU HAST LOST THE TIME OF REPENTANCE. I INDEED WAS STRANGE TO THEE AND THOU TO ME. LET US GO ON THEN TO THE JUST JUDGE: I WILL NOT DISMISS THEE, BEFORE I KNOW FROM TO-DAY WHY I WAS STRANGE TO THEE. AND THE SPIRIT CONFOUNDED HIM, AND THE ANGEL TROUBLED HIM. WHEN, THEREFORE, THEY HAD ARRIVED AT THE POWER, WHEN HE STARTED TO ENTER HEAVEN, A LABOUR WAS IMPOSED UPON HIM, ABOVE ALL OTHER LABOUR: ERROR AND OBLIVION AND MURMURING MET HIM, AND THE SPIRIT OF FORNICATION, AND THE REST OF THE POWERS, AND SAID TO HIM: WHITHER GOEST THOU, WRETCHED SOUL, AND DAREST THOU TO RUSH INTO HEAVEN? HOLD, THAT WE MAY SEE IF WE HAVE OUR QUALITIES IN THEE, SINCE WE DO NOT SEE THAT THOU HAST A HOLY HELPER. AND AFTER THAT I HEARD VOICES IN THE HEIGHT OF HEAVEN SAYING: PRESENT THAT WRETCHED SOUL TO GOD, THAT IT MAY KNOW THAT IT IS GOD THAT IT DESPISED. WHEN, THEREFORE, IT HAD ENTERED HEAVEN, ALL THE ANGELS SAW IT, A THOUSAND THOUSAND EXCLAIMED WITH ONE VOICE, ALL SAYING: WOE TO THEE, WRETCHED SOUL, FOR THE SAKE OF THY WORKS WHICH THOU DIDST ON EARTH; WHAT ANSWER ART THOU ABOUT TO GIVE TO GOD WHEN THOU SHALT HAVE APPROACHED TO ADORE HIM? THE ANGEL WHO WAS WITH IT ANSWERED AND SAID: WEEP WITH ME, MY BELOVED, FOR I HAVE NOT FOUND REST IN THIS SOUL. AND THE ANGELS ANSWERED HIM AND SAID: LET SUCH A SOUL BE TAKEN AWAY FROM THE MIDST OF OURS, FOR FROM THE TIME HE ENTERED, THE STINK OF HIM CROSSES TO US ANGELS. AND AFTER THESE THINGS IT WAS PRESENTED, THAT IT MIGHT WORSHIP IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, AND AN ANGEL OF GOD SHOWED HIM GOD WHO MADE HIM AFTER HIS OWN IMAGE AND LIKENESS. MOREOVER, HIS ANGEL RAN BEFORE HIM SAYING: LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, I AM THE ANGEL OF THIS SOUL, WHOSE WORKS I PRESENTED TO THEE DAY AND NIGHT, NOT DOING ACCORDING TO THY JUDGMENT. AND THE SPIRIT LIKEWISE SAID: I AM THE SPIRIT WHO DWELT IN IT FROM THE TIME IT WAS MADE, IN ITSELF MOREOVER I KNOW IT, AND IT HAS NOT FOLLOWED MY WILL: JUDGE IT, LORD, ACCORDING TO THY JUDGMENT. AND THERE CAME THE VOICE OF GOD TO IT AND SAID: WHERE IS THY FRUIT WHICH THOU, HAS MADE WORTHY OF THE GOODS WHICH THOU HAST RECEIVED? HAVE I PUT A DISTANCE OF ONE DAY BETWEEN THEE AND THE JUST MAN? DID I NOT MAKE THE SUN TO ARISE UPON THEE AS UPON THE JUST? BUT THE SOUL WAS SILENT, HAVING NOTHING TO ANSWER: AND AGAIN, THERE CAME A VOICE SAYING: JUST IS THE JUDGMENT OF GOD, AND THERE IS NO ACCEPTANCE OF PERSONS WITH GOD, FOR WHOEVER SHALL HAVE DONE MERCY, ON THEM SHALL HE HAVE MERCY, AND WHOEVER SHALL NOT HAVE PITIED NEITHER SHALL GOD PITY HIM. LET HIM THEREFORE BE HANDED OVER TO THE ANGEL TARTARUCH, WHO IS SET OVER THE PUNISHMENTS, AND LET HIM PLACE HIM IN OUTER DARKNESS, WHERE THERE IS WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH, AND LET HIM BE THERE TILL THE GREAT DAY OF JUDGMENT. AND AFTER THESE THINGS I HEARD THE VOICE OF ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS SAYING: THOU ART JUST, LORD, AND THY JUDGMENT IS JUST.
17. AND AGAIN I SAW, AND BEHOLD A SOUL WHICH WAS LED FORWARD BY TWO ANGELS, WEEPING AND SAYING: HAVE PITY ON ME, JUST GOD, GOD THE JUDGE, FOR TO-DAY IS SEVEN DAYS SINCE I WENT OUT OF MY BODY, AND I WAS HANDED OVER TO THESE TWO ANGELS, AND THEY LED ME THROUGH TO THOSE PLACES, WHICH I HAD NEVER SEEN. AND GOD, THE JUST JUDGE, SAITH TO HIM: WHAT HAST THOU DONE? FOR THOU NEVER DIDST MERCY, WHEREFORE THOU WAST HANDED OVER TO SUCH ANGELS AS HAVE NO MERCY, AND BECAUSE THOU DIDST NOT DO UPRIGHTLY, SO NEITHER DID THEY ACT PIOUSLY WITH THEE IN THE HOUR OF THY NEED. CONFESS THEREFORE THY SINS WHICH THOU DIDST COMMIT WHEN PLACED IN THE WORLD. AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID: LORD, I DID NOT SIN. AND THE LORD, THE JUST LORD, WAS ANGERED IN FURY WHEN IT SAID: I DID NOT SIN, BECAUSE IT LIED; AND GOD SAID: DOST THOU THINK THOU ART STILL IN THE WORLD? IF ANY ONE OF YOU, SINNING THERE, CONCEAL AND HIDE HIS SIN FROM HIS NEIGHBOUR, HERE INDEED NOTHING WHATEVER SHALL BE HID: FOR WHEN THE SOULS COME TO ADORE IN SIGHT OF THE THRONE, BOTH THE GOOD WORKS AND THE SINS OF EACH ONE ARE MADE MANIFEST. AND HEARING THESE THINGS THE SOUL WAS SILENT, HAVING NO ANSWER. AND I HEARD THE LORD GOD, THE JUST JUDGE, AGAIN SAYING: COME, ANGEL OF THIS SOUL, AND STAND IN THE MIDST. AND THE ANGEL OF THE SINFUL SOUL CAME, HAVING IN HIS HANDS A MANUSCRIPT, AND SAID: THESE, LORD, IN MY HANDS, ARE ALL THE SINS OF THIS SOUL FROM HIS YOUTH TILL TO-DAY, FROM THE TENTH YEAR OF HIS BIRTH: AND IF THOU COMMAND, LORD, I WILL ALSO RELATE HIS ACTS FROM THE BEGINNING OF HIS FIFTEENTH YEAR. AND THE LORD GOD, THE JUST JUDGE, SAID: I SAY UNTO THEE, ANGEL, I DO NOT EXPECT OF THEE AN ACCOUNT OF HIM SINCE HE BEGAN TO BE FIFTEEN YEARS OLD, BUT STATE HIS SINS FOR FIVE YEARS BEFORE HE DIED AND BEFORE HE CAME HITHER. AND AGAIN GOD, THE JUST JUDGE, SAID: FOR BY MYSELF I SWEAR, AND BY MY HOLY ANGELS, AND BY MY VIRTUE, THAT IF HE HAD REPENTED FIVE YEARS BEFORE HE DIED, ON ACCOUNT OF ONE YEAR'S LIFE, OBLIVION WOULD NOW BE THROWN OVER ALL THE EVILS WHICH HE SINNED BEFORE, AND HE WOULD HAVE INDULGENCE AND REMISSION OF SINS: NOW INDEED HE SHALL PERISH. AND THE ANGEL OF THE SINFUL SOUL ANSWERED AND SAID: LORD, COMMAND THAT ANGEL TO EXHIBIT THOSE SOULS.
18. AND IN THAT SAME HOUR THE SOULS WERE EXHIBITED IN THE MIDST, AND THE SOUL OF THE SINNER KNEW THEM; AND THE LORD SAID TO THE SOUL OF THE SINNER: I SAY UNTO THEE, SOUL, CONFESS THY WORK WHICH THOU WROUGHTEST IN THESE SOULS, WHOM THOU SEEST, WHEN THEY WERE IN THE WORLD. AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID: LORD, IT IS NOT YET A FULL YEAR SINCE I SLEW THIS ONE AND POURED HIS BLOOD UPON THE GROUND, AND WITH ANOTHER (A WOMAN) I COMMITTED FORNICATION: NOT THIS ALONE, BUT I ALSO GREATLY HARMED HER IN TAKING AWAY HER GOODS. AND THE LORD GOD, THE JUST JUDGE, SAID: EITHER THOU DIDST NOT KNOW THAT HE WHO DOES VIOLENCE TO ANOTHER, IF HE DIES FIRST WHO SUSTAINS THE VIOLENCE, IS KEPT IN THIS PLACE UNTIL THE DOER OF HURT DIES, AND THEN BOTH STAND IN THE PRESENCE OF THE JUDGE, AND NOW EACH RECEIVES ACCORDING TO HIS DEED. AND I HEARD A VOICE OF ONE SAYING: LET THAT SOUL BE DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF TARTARUS, AND LED DOWN INTO HELL: HE SHALL LEAD HIM INTO THE LOWER PRISON AND HE SHALL BE PUT IN TORMENTS, AND LEFT THERE TILL THE GREAT DAY OF JUDGMENT. AND AGAIN, I HEARD A THOUSAND THOUSAND ANGELS SAYING HYMNS TO THE LORD, AND CRYING: THOU ART JUST, O LORD, AND JUST ARE THY JUDGMENTS.
19. THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: HAST THOU PERCEIVED ALL THESE THINGS? AND I SAID, YES, SIR. AND HE SAID TO ME: FOLLOW ME AGAIN, AND I WILL TAKE THEE, AND SHOW THEE THE PLACES OF THE JUST. AND I FOLLOWED THE ANGEL, AND HE RAISED ME TO THE THIRD HEAVEN, AND PLACED ME AT THE ENTRY OF THE DOOR: AND LOOKING CAREFULLY I SAW, AND THE DOOR WAS OF GOLD, AND TWO COLUMNS OF GOLD, FULL ABOVE OF GOLDEN LETTERS, AND THE ANGEL TUNED AGAIN TO ME AND SAID: BLESSED WEFT THOU, IF THOU HADST ENTERED INTO THESE DOORS, FOR IT IS NOT ALLOWED TO ANY TO ENTER EXCEPT ONLY TO THOSE WHO HAVE GOODNESS AND INNOCENCE OF BODY IN ALL THINGS. AND I ASKED THE ANGEL ABOUT EVERYTHING AND SAID: SIR, TELL ME ON WHAT ACCOUNT THESE LETTERS ARE PUT UPON THOSE TABLES? THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE JUST, SERVING GOD WITH THEIR WHOLE HEART, WHO DWELL ON THE EARTH. AND AGAIN, I SAID: SIR, THEREFORE THEIR NAMES AND COUNTENANCE AND THE LIKENESS OF THESE WHO SERVE GOD ARE IN HEAVEN, AND ARE KNOWN TO THE ANGELS: FOR THEY KNOW WHO ARE THE SERVANTS OF GOD WITH ALL THEIR HEART, BEFORE THEY GO OUT OF THE WORLD.
20. AND WHEN I HAD ENTERED THE INTERIOR OF THE GATE OF PARADISE, THERE CAME OUT TO MEET ME AN OLD MAN WHOSE COUNTENANCE SHONE AS THE SUN; AND WHEN HE HAD EMBRACED ME, HE SAID: HAIL, PAUL, BELOVED OF GOD. AND HE KISSED ME WITH A CHEERFUL COUNTENANCE. HE WEPT, AND I SAID TO HIM: BROTHER, WHY DOST THOU WEEP? AND AGAIN, SIGHING AND LAMENTING HE SAID: WE ARE HURT BY MEN, AND THEY VEX US GREATLY; FOR MANY ARE THE GOOD THINGS WHICH THE LORD HAS PREPARED, AND GREAT IS HIS PROMISE, BUT MANY DO NOT PERCEIVE THEM. AND I ASKED THE ANGEL, AND SAID: SIR, WHO IS THIS? AND HE SAID TO ME: THIS IS ENOCH, THE SCRIBE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND I ENTERED INTO THE INTERIOR OF THAT PLACE, AND IMMEDIATELY I SAW THE SUN, AND COMING IT SALUTED ME LAUGHING AND REJOICING. AND WHEN IT HAD SEEN (ME), IT TURNED AWAY AND WEPT, AND SAID TO ME: PAUL, WOULD THAT THOU SHOULDST RECEIVE THY LABOURS WHICH THOU HAST DONE IN THE HUMAN RACE. FOR ME, INDEED, I HAVE SEEN THE GREAT AND MANY GOOD THINGS, WHICH GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THE JUST, AND THE PROMISES OF GOD ARE GREAT, BUT MANY DO NOT PERCEIVE THEM; BUT EVEN BY MANY LABOURS SCARCELY ONE OR TWO ENTERS INTO THESE PLACES.
21. AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME, WHATEVER I NOW SHOW THEE HERE, AND WHATEVER THOU SHALT HEAR, TELL IT NOT TO ANY ONE IN THE EARTH. AND HE LED ME AND SHEWED ME: AND THERE I HEARD WORDS WHICH IT IS NOT LAWFUL FOR A MAN TO SPEAK. AND AGAIN, HE SAID, FOR NOW FOLLOW ME, AND I WILL SHEW THEE WHAT THOU OUGHTEST TO NARRATE IN PUBLIC AND RELATE. AND HE TOOK ME DOWN FROM THE THIRD HEAVEN, AND LED ME INTO THE SECOND HEAVEN, AND AGAIN HE LED ME ON TO THE FIRMAMENT AND FROM THE FIRMAMENT HE LED ME OVER THE DOORS OF HEAVEN: THE BEGINNING OF ITS FOUNDATION WAS ON THE RIVER WHICH WATERS ALL THE EARTH. AND I ASKED THE ANGEL AND SAID, LORD, WHAT IS THIS RIVER OF WATER? AND HE SAID TO ME, THIS IS OCEANUS! AND SUDDENLY I WENT OUT OF HEAVEN, AND I UNDERSTOOD THAT IT IS THE LIGHT OF HEAVEN WHICH LIGHTENS ALL THE EARTH. FOR THE LAND THERE IS SEVEN TIMES BRIGHTER THAN SILVER. AND I SAID, LORD, WHAT IS THIS PLACE? AND HE SAID TO ME, THIS IS THE LAND OF PROMISE. HAST THOU NEVER HEARD WHAT IS WRITTEN: BLESSED ARE THE MEEK: FOR THEY SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH? THE SOULS THEREFORE OF THE JUST, WHEN THEY HAVE GONE OUT OF THE BODY, ARE MEANWHILE DISMISSED TO THIS PLACE. AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL, THEN THIS LAND WILL BE MANIFESTED BEFORE THE TIME? THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME, WHEN CHRIST, WHOM THOU PREACHEST, SHALL COME TO REIGN, THEN, BY THE SENTENCE OF GOD, THE FIRST EARTH WILL BE DISSOLVED AND THIS LAND OF PROMISE WILL THEN BE REVEALED, AND IT WILL BE LIKE DEW OR CLOUD, AND THEN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE KING ETERNAL, WILL BE MANIFESTED AND WILL COME WITH ALL HIS SAINTS TO DWELL IN IT, AND HE WILL REIGN OVER THEM A THOUSAND YEARS, AND THEY WILL EAT OF THE GOOD THINGS WHICH I SHALL NOW SHOW UNTO THEE.
22. AND I LOOKED AROUND UPON THAT LAND AND I SAW A RIVER FLOWING OF MILK AND HONEY, AND THERE WERE TREES PLANTED BY THE BANK OF THAT RIVER, FULL OF FRUIT: MOREOVER EACH SINGLE TREE BORE TWELVE FRUITS IN THE YEAR, HAVING VARIOUS AND DIVERSE FRUITS: AND I SAW THE CREATED THINGS WHICH ARE IN THAT PLACE AND ALL THE WORK OF GOD, AND I SAW THERE PALMS OF TWENTY CUBITS, BUT OTHERS OF TEN CUBITS: AND THAT LAND WAS SEVEN TIMES BRIGHTER THAN SILVER. AND THERE WERE TREES FULL OF FRUITS FROM THE ROOTS TO THE HIGHEST BRANCHES, OF TEN THOUSAND FRUITS OF PALMS UPON TEN THOUSAND FRUITS. THE GRAPE-VINES MOREOVER HAD TEN THOUSAND PLANTS. MOREOVER, IN THE SINGLE VINES THERE WERE TEN THOUSAND THOUSAND BUNCHES AND IN EACH OF THESE A THOUSAND SINGLE GRAPES: MOREOVER, THESE SINGLE TREES BORE A THOUSAND FRUITS. AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL, WHY DOES EACH TREE BEAR A THOUSAND FRUITS? THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME, BECAUSE THE LORD GOD GIVES AN ABOUNDING FLOOD OF GIFTS TO THE WORTHY, BECAUSE THEY ALSO OF THEIR OWN WILL AFFLICTED THEMSELVES WHEN THEY WERE PLACED IN THE WORLD DOING ALL THINGS ON ACCOUNT OF HIS HOLY NAME. AND AGAIN, I SAID TO THE ANGEL, SIR, ARE THESE THE ONLY PROMISES WHICH THE MOST HOLY GOD MAKES? AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME: NO! THERE ARE SEVEN TIMES GREATER THAN THESE. BUT I SAY UNTO THEE THAT WHEN THE JUST GO OUT OF THE BODY THEY SHALL SEE THE PROMISES AND THE GOOD THINGS WHICH GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THEM. TILL THEN, THEY SHALL SIGH, AND LAMENT SAYING: HAVE WE EMITTED ANY WORD FROM OUR MOUTH TO VEX OUR NEIGHBOUR EVEN ON ONE DAY? I ASKED AND SAID AGAIN: ARE THESE ALONE THE PROMISES OF GOD? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: THESE WHOM YOU NOW SEE ARE THE SOULS OF THE MARRIED AND THOSE WHO KEPT THE CHASTITY OF THEIR NUPTIALS, CONTAINING THEMSELVES. BUT TO THE VIRGINS AND THOSE WHO HUNGER AND THIRST AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THOSE WHO AFFLICTED THEMSELVES FOR THE SAKE OF THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, GOD WILL GIVE SEVEN TIMES GREATER THAN THESE, WHICH I SHALL NOW SHOW THEE. AND THEN HE TOOK ME UP FROM THAT PLACE WHERE I SAW THESE THINGS AND BEHOLD, A RIVER, AND ITS WATERS WERE GREATLY WHITER THAN MILK, AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL, WHAT IS THIS? AND HE SAID TO ME: THIS IS THE ACHEROUSIAN LAKE WHERE IS THE CITY OF CHRIST, BUT NOT EVERY MAN IS PERMITTED TO ENTER THAT CITY; FOR THIS IS THE JOURNEY WHICH LEADS TO GOD, AND IF ANYONE IS A FORNICATOR AND IMPIOUS, AND IS CONVERTED AND SHALL REPENT AND DO FRUITS WORTHY OF REPENTANCE, AT FIRST INDEED WHEN HE SHALL HAVE GONE OUT OF THE BODY, HE IS LED AND ADORES GOD, AND THENCE BY COMMAND OF THE LORD HE IS DELIVERED TO THE ANGEL MICHAEL AND HE BAPTIZES HIM IN THE ACHEROUSIAN LAKE-THUS HE LEADS THEM INTO THE CITY OF CHRIST ALONGSIDE OF THOSE WHO HAVE NEVER SINNED. BUT I WONDERED AND BLESSED THE LORD GOD FOR ALL THE THINGS WHICH I SAW. 
23. AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: FOLLOW ME AND I WILL LEAD THEE INTO THE CITY OF CHRIST. AND HE WAS STANDING ON THE ACHEROUSIAN LAKE AND HE PUT ME INTO A GOLDEN SHIP AND ANGELS AS IT WERE THREE THOUSAND WERE SAYING HYMNS BEFORE ME TILL I ARRIVED AT THE CITY OF CHRIST. MOREOVER, THOSE WHO INHABITED THE CITY OF CHRIST GREATLY REJOICED OVER ME AS I WENT TO THEM, AND I ENTERED AND SAW THE CITY OF CHRIST, AND IT WAS ALL OF GOLD, AND TWELVE WALLS ENCIRCLED IT, AND TWELVE INTERIOR TOWERS, AND EACH WALL HAD BETWEEN THEM SINGLE STADIA IN THE CIRCUIT: AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL, SIR, HOW MUCH IS A STADIUM? THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME: AS MUCH AS THERE IS BETWEEN THE LORD GOD AND THE MEN WHO ARE ON THE EARTH, FOR THE CITY OF CHRIST IS ALONE GREAT. AND THERE WERE TWELVE GATES IN THE CIRCUIT OF THE CITY, OF GREAT BEAUTY, AND FOUR RIVERS WHICH ENCIRCLED IT. THERE WAS, MOREOVER, A RIVER OF HONEY AND A RIVER OF MILK, AND A RIVER OF WINE AND A RIVER OF OIL. AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL: WHAT ARE THESE RIVERS SURROUNDING THAT CITY? AND HE SAITH TO ME: THESE ARE THE FOUR RIVERS WHICH FLOW SUFFICIENTLY FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN THIS LAND OF PROMISE, OF WHICH THE NAMES ARE: THE RIVER OF HONEY IS CALLED FISON, AND THE RIVER OF MILK EUPHRATES, AND THE RIVER OF OIL GION, AND THE RIVER OF WINE TIGRIS, SUCH THEREFORE THEY ARE FOR THOSE WHO WHEN PLACED IN THE WORLD DID NOT USE THE POWER OF THESE THINGS, BUT THEY HUNGERED FOR THESE THINGS AND AFFLICTED THEMSELVES FOR THE SAKE OF THE LORD GOD: SO THAT WHEN THESE ENTER INTO THIS CITY, THE LORD WILL ASSIGN THEM THESE THINGS ON HIGH ABOVE ALL MEASURE.
24. I INDEED ENTERING THE GATES SAW TREES GREAT AND VERY HIGH BEFORE THE DOORS OF THE CITY, HAVING NO FRUIT BUT LEAVES ONLY, AND I SAW A FEW MEN SCATTERED IN THE MIDST OF THE TREES, AND THEY LAMENTED GREATLY WHEN THEY SAW ANYONE ENTER THE CITY. AND THOSE TREES WERE SORRY FOR THEM AND HUMBLED THEMSELVES AND BOWED DOWN AND AGAIN ERECTED THEMSELVES. AND I SAW AND WEPT WITH THEM AND I ASKED THE ANGEL AND SAID: SIR, WHO ARE THESE WHO ARE NOT ADMITTED TO ENTER INTO THE CITY OF CHRIST? AND HE SAID TO ME: THESE ARE THEY WHO ZEALOUSLY ABSTAINED DAY AND NIGHT IN FASTS, BUT THEY HAD A PROUD HEART ABOVE OTHER MEN, GLORIFYING AND PRAISING THEMSELVES AND DOING NOTHING FOR THEIR NEIGHBOURS. FOR THEY GAVE SOME FRIENDLY GREETING, BUT TO OTHERS THEY DID NOT EVEN SAY HAIL! AND INDEED THEY SHEWED HOSPITALITY TO THOSE ONLY WHOM THEY WISHED, AND IF THEY DID ANYTHING WHATEVER FOR THEIR NEIGHBOUR THEY WERE IMMODERATELY PUFFED UP. AND I SAID: WHAT THEN, SIR? DID THEIR PRIDE PREVENT THEM FROM ENTERING INTO THE CITY OF CHRIST? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: PRIDE IS THE ROOT OF ALL EVILS. ARE THEY BETTER THAN THE SON OF GOD WHO CAME TO THE JEWS WITH MUCH HUMILITY? AND I ASKED HIM AND SAID: WHY IS IT THAT THE TREES HUMBLE THEMSELVES AND ERECT THEMSELVES AGAIN? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME: THE WHOLE TIME WHICH THESE MEN PASSED ON EARTH ZEALOUSLY SERVING GOD, ON ACCOUNT OF THE CONFUSION AND REPROACHES OF MEN AT THE TIME, THEY BLUSHED AND HUMILIATED THEMSELVES, BUT THEY WERE NOT SADDENED. NOR DID THEY REPENT THAT THEY SHOULD RECEDE FROM THEIR PRIDE WHICH WAS IN THEM. THIS IS WHY THE TREES HUMBLE THEMSELVES, AND AGAIN ARE RAISED UP. AND I ASKED AND SAID: FOR WHAT CAUSE WERE THEY ADMITTED TO THE DOORS OF THE CITY? THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: BECAUSE OF THE GREAT GOODNESS OF GOD, AND BECAUSE THERE IS THE ENTRY OF HIS HOLY MEN ENTERING INTO THIS CITY: FOR THIS CAUSE THEY ARE LEFT IN THIS PLACE, BUT WHEN CHRIST THE KING ETERNAL ENTERS WITH HIS SAINTS, AS HE ENTERS JUST MEN MAY PRAY FOR THESE, AND THEN THEY MAY ENTER INTO THE CITY ALONG WITH THEM: BUT YET NONE OF THEM IS ABLE TO HAVE ASSURANCE SUCH AS THEY HAVE WHO HUMBLED THEMSELVES, SERVING THE LORD GOD ALL THEIR LIVES.
25. BUT I WENT ON WHILE THE ANGEL INSTRUCTED ME, AND HE CARRIED ME TO THE RIVER OF HONEY, AND I SAW THERE ISAIAH AND JEREMIAH AND EZEKIEL AND AMOS, AND MICAH AND ZECHARIAH, THE MINOR AND MAJOR PROPHETS, AND THEY SALUTED ME IN THE CITY. I SAID TO THE ANGEL: WHAT WAY IS THIS? AND HE SAID TO ME: THIS IS THE WAY OF THE PROPHETS, EVERY ONE WHO SHALL HAVE AFFLICTED HIS SOUL AND NOT DONE HIS OWN WILL BECAUSE OF GOD, WHEN HE SHALL HAVE GONE OUT OF THE WORLD AND HAVE BEEN LED TO THE LORD GOD AND ADORED HIM, THEN BY THE COMMAND OF GOD HE IS HANDED OVER TO MICHAEL, AND HE LEADS HIM INTO THE CITY TO THIS PLACE OF THE PROPHETS, AND THEY SALUTE HIM AS THEIR FRIEND AND NEIGHBOUR BECAUSE HE DID THE WILL OF GOD.
26. AGAIN HE LED ME WHERE THERE IS A RIVER OF MILK, AND I SAW IN THAT PLACE ALL THE INFANTS WHOM HEROD SLEW BECAUSE OF THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST, AND THEY SALUTED ME, AND THE ANGEL SAID TO ME: ALL WHO KEEP THEIR CHASTITY WITH PURITY, WHEN THEY SHALL HAVE COME OUT OF THE BODY, AFTER THEY ADORE THE LORD GOD ARE DELIVERED TO MICHAEL AND ARE LED TO THE INFANTS AND THEY SALUTE THEM, SAYING THAT THEY ARE OUR BROTHERS AND FRIENDS AND MEMBERS; IN THEMSELVES THEY SHALL INHERIT THE PROMISES OF GOD.
27. AGAIN HE TOOK ME UP AND CARRIED ME TO THE NORTH OF THE CITY AND LED ME WHERE THERE WAS A RIVER OF WINE, AND THERE I SAW ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB, LOT AND JOB AND OTHER SAINTS, AND THEY SALUTED ME: AND I ASKED AND SAID: WHAT IS THIS PLACE, MY LORD? THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME: ALL WHO ARE RECEIVERS OF PILGRIMS, WHEN THEY GO OUT OF THE WORLD, FIRST ADORE THE LORD GOD, AND ARE DELIVERED TO MICHAEL AND BY THIS WAY ARE LED INTO THE CITY, AND ALL THE JUST SALUTE HIM AS SON AND BROTHER, AND SAY UNTO HIM: BECAUSE THOU HAST OBSERVED HUMANITY AND THE RECEIVING OF PILGRIMS, COME, HAVE AN INHERITANCE IN THE CITY OF THE LORD OUR GOD: EVERY JUST MAN SHALL RECEIVE GOOD THINGS OF GOD IN THE CITY, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN ACTION.
28. AND AGAIN HE CARRIED ME NEAR THE RIVER OF OIL ON THE EAST OF THE CITY. AND I SAW THERE, MEN REJOICING AND SINGING PSALMS, AND I SAID: WHO ARE THOSE, MY LORD? AND THE ANGEL SAITH TO ME: THOSE ARE THEY WHO DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO GOD WITH THEIR WHOLE HEART AND HAD NO PRIDE IN THEMSELVES. FOR ALL THOSE WHO REJOICE IN THE LORD GOD AND SING PSALMS TO THE LORD WITH THEIR WHOLE HEART ARE HERE LED INTO THIS CITY.
29. AND HE CARRIED ME INTO THE MIDST OF THE CITY NEAR THE TWELVE WALLS. BUT THERE WAS IN THIS PLACE A HIGHER WALL, AND I ASKED AND SAID: IS THERE IN THE CITY OF CHRIST A WALL WHICH IN HONOUR EXCEEDS THIS PLACE? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERING SAID TO ME: THERE IS A SECOND BETTER THAN THE FIRST, AND SIMILARLY A THIRD THAN THE SECOND, AS EACH EXCEEDS THE OTHER, UNTO THE TWELFTH WALL. AND I SAID: TELL ME, SIR, WHY ONE EXCEEDS ANOTHER IN GLORY? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: ALL WHO HAVE IN THEMSELVES EVEN A LITTLE DETRACTION OR ZEAL OR PRIDE, SOMETHING OF HIS GLORY WOULD BE MADE VOID EVEN IF HE WERE IN THE CITY OF CHRIST: LOOK BACKWARD! AND TURNING [A] ROUND I SAW GOLDEN THRONES PLACED IN EACH GATE, AND ON THEM MEN HAVING GOLDEN DIADEMS AND GEMS: AND I LOOKED CAREFULLY AND I SAW INSIDE BETWEEN THE TWELVE MEN THRONES PLACED IN ANOTHER RANK WHICH APPEARED OF MUCH GLORY, SO THAT NO ONE IS ABLE TO RECOUNT THEIR PRAISE. AND I ASKED THE ANGEL AND SAID: MY LORD, WHO IS ON THE THRONE? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: THOSE THRONES BELONG TO THOSE WHO HAD GOODNESS AND UNDERSTANDING OF HEART AND MADE THEMSELVES FOOLS FOR THE SAKE OF THE LORD GOD, NOR KNEW NEW SCRIPTURES NOR PSALMS, BUT, MINDFUL OF ONE CHAPTER OF THE COMMANDS OF GOD, AND HEARING WHAT IT CONTAINED THEY WROUGHT THEREBY IN MUCH DILIGENCE AND HAD S FIGHT ZEAL BEFORE THE LORD GOD, AND THE ADMIRATION OF THEM WILL SEIZE ALL THE SAINTS IN PRESENCE OF THE LORD GOD, FOR TALKING WITH ONE ANOTHER THEY SAY, WAIT AND SEE THE UNLEARNED WHO KNOW NOTHING MORE: BY WHICH MEANS THEY MERITED SO GREAT AND SUCH A GARMENT AND SO GREAT GLORY ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR INNOCENCE. AND I SAW IN THE MIDST OF THIS CITY A GREAT ALTAR, VERY HIGH, AND THERE WAS ONE STANDING NEAR THE ALTAR WHOSE COUNTENANCE SHONE AS THE SUN, AND HE HELD IN HIS HANDS A PSALTERY AND HARP, AND HE SANG PSALMS, SAYING HALLELUIA! AND HIS VOICE FILLED THE WHOLE CITY: AT THE SAME TIME WHEN ALL THEY WHO WERE ON THE TOWERS AND GATES HEARD HIM, THEY RESPONDED HALLELUIA! SO THAT THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE CITY WERE SHAKEN: AND I ASKED THE ANGEL AND SAID, SIR, WHO IS THIS OF SO GREAT POWER? AND THE ANGEL SAID TO ME: THIS IS DAVID: THIS IS THE CITY OF JERUSALEM, FOR WHEN CHRIST THE KING OF ETERNITY SHALL COME WITH THE ASSURANCE OF HIS KINGDOM, HE AGAIN SHALL GO BEFORE HIM THAT HE MAY SING PSALMS, AND ALL THE JUST AT THE SAME TIME SHALL SING PSALMS RESPONDING HALLELUIA! AND I SAID, SIR, HOW DID DAVID ALONE ABOVE THE OTHER SAINTS MAKE A BEGINNING OF PSALM-SINGING? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: BECAUSE CHRIST THE SON OF GOD SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF HIS FATHER, AND THIS DAVID SINGS PSALMS BEFORE HIM IN THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, AND AS IS DONE IN THE HEAVENS SO ALSO BELOW, BECAUSE THE HOST MAY NOT BE OFFERED TO GOD WITHOUT DAVID, BUT IT IS NECESSARY THAT DAVID SHOULD SING PSALMS IN THE HOUR OF THE OBLATION OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST: AS IT IS PERFORMED IN HEAVEN SO ALSO ON EARTH.
30. AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL: SIR, WHAT IS ALLELUIA? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME: YOU ASK QUESTIONS ABOUT EVERYTHING. AND HE SAID TO ME, ALLELUIA IS SAID IN THE HEBREW LANGUAGE OF GOD AND ANGELS, FOR THE MEANING OF ALLELUIA IS THIS: TECEL CAT. MARITH MACHA. AND I SAID, SIR, WHAT IS TECEL CAT. MARITH MACHA? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: <I>TECEL'CAT. MARITH MACHA</I> IS: LET US ALL BLESS HIM TOGETHER. I ASKED THE ANGEL AND SAID, SIR, DO ALL WHO SAY ALLELUIA BLESS THE LORD? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME: IT IS SO, AND AGAIN, THEREFORE, IF ANY ONE SING ALLELUIA AND THOSE WHO ARE PRESENT DO NOT SING AT THE SAME TIME, THEY COMMIT SIN BECAUSE THEY DO NOT SING ALONG WITH HIM, AND I SAID: MY LORD [JOHN 10:34-35], DOES HE ALSO SIN IF HE BE HESITATING OR VERY OLD? THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: NOT SO, BUT HE WHO IS ABLE AND DOES NOT JOIN IN THE SINGING, KNOW SUCH AS A DESPISER OF THE WORD, AND IT WOULD BE PROUD AND UNWORTHY THAT HE SHOULD NOT BLESS THE LORD GOD HIS MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH].
31. MOREOVER WHEN HE HAD CEASED SPEAKING TO ME, HE LED ME OUTSIDE THE CITY THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE TREES AND FAR FROM THE PLACES OF THE LAND OF THE GOOD, AND PUT ME ACROSS THE RIVER OF MILK AND HONEY: AND AFTER THAT HE LED ME OVER THE OCEAN WHICH SUPPORTS THE FOUNDATIONS OF HEAVEN. THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: DOST THOU UNDERSTAND WHY THOU GOEST HENCE? AND I SAID: YES, SIR. AND HE SAID TO ME COME AND FOLLOW ME, AND I WILL SHOW THEE THE SOULS OF THE IMPIOUS AND SINNERS, THAT THOU MAYEST KNOW WHAT MANNER OF PLACE IT IS. AND I PROCEEDED WITH THE ANGEL AND HE CARRIED ME BY THE SETTING OF THE SUN, AND I SAW THE BEGINNING OF HEAVEN ROUNDED ON A GREAT RIVER OF WATER, AND I ASKED: WHAT IS THIS RIVER OF WATER? AND HE SAID TO ME: THIS IS OCEAN WHICH SURROUNDS ALL THE EARTH. AND WHEN I WAS AT THE OUTER LIMIT OF OCEAN I LOOKED, AND THERE WAS NO LIGHT IN THAT PLACE, BUT DARKNESS AND SORROW AND SADNESS: AND I SIGHED. AND I SAW THERE A FERVENT RIVER OF FIRE, AND IN IT A MULTITUDE OF MEN AND WOMEN IMMERSED. UP TO THE KNEES, AND OTHER MEN UP TO THE NAVEL, OTHERS EVEN UP TO THE LIPS, OTHERS MOREOVER UP TO THE HAIR. AND I ASKED THE ANGEL AND SAID: SIR, WHO ARE THOSE IN THE FIERY RIVER? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME: THEY ARE NEITHER HOT NOR COLD, BECAUSE THEY WERE FOUND NEITHER IN THE NUMBER OF THE JUST NOR IN THE NUMBER OF THE IMPIOUS. FOR THOSE SPENT THE TIME OF THEIR LIFE ON EARTH PASSING SOME DAYS IN PRAYER, BUT OTHERS IN SINS AND FORNICATIONS, UNTIL THEIR DEATH. AND I ASKED HIM AND SAID: WHO ARE THESE, SIR, IMMERSED UP TO THEIR KNEES IN FIRE? HE ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME: THESE ARE THEY WHO WHEN THEY HAVE GONE OUT OF CHURCH THROW THEMSELVES INTO STRANGE CONVERSATIONS TO DISPUTE. THOSE INDEED WHO ARE IMMERSED UP TO THE NAVEL ARE THOSE WHO, WHEN THEY HAVE TAKEN THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST GO AND FORNICATE AND DID NOT CEASE FROM THEIR SINS, TILL THEY DIED. THOSE WHO ARE IMMERSED UP TO THE LIPS ARE THE DETRACTORS OF EACH OTHER WHEN THEY ASSEMBLE IN THE CHURCH OF GOD: THOSE UP TO THE EYEBROWS ARE THOSE WHO NOD APPROVAL OF THEMSELVES AND PLOT SPITE AGAINST THEIR NEIGHBOUR. 
32. AND I SAW ON THE NORTH A PLACE OF VARIOUS AND DIVERSE PUNISHMENTS FULL OF MEN AND WOMEN, AND A RIVER OF FIRE RAN DOWN INTO IT. MOREOVER, I OBSERVED AND I SAW PITS GREAT IN DEPTH, AND IN THEM SEVERAL SOULS TOGETHER, AND THE DEPTH OF THAT PLACE WAS AS IT WERE THREE THOUSAND CUBITS, AND I SAW THEM GROANING AND WEEPING AND SAYING: HAVE PITY ON US, O LORD! AND NONE HAD PITY ON THEM. AND I ASKED THE ANGEL AND SAID: WHO ARE THESE, SIR? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: THESE ARE THEY WHO DID NOT HOPE IN THE LORD, THAT THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO HAVE HIM AS THEIR HELPER. AND I ASKED AND SAID: SIR, IF THESE SOULS REMAIN FOR THIRTY OR FORTY GENERATIONS THUS ONE UPON ANOTHER, IF THEY WERE SENT DEEPER, THE PITS I BELIEVE WOULD NOT HOLD THEM. AND HE SAID TO ME: THE ABYSS HAS NO MEASURE, FOR BEYOND THIS IT STRETCHES DOWN BELOW HIM WHO IS DOWN IN IT: AND SO, IT IS, THAT IF PERCHANCE ANYONE SHOULD TAKE A STONE AND THROW IT INTO A VERY DEEP WELL AND AFTER MANY HOURS IT SHOULD REACH THE BOTTOM, SUCH IS THE ABYSS. FOR WHEN THE SOULS ARE THROWN IN THERE, THEY HARDLY REACH THE BOTTOM IN FIFTY YEARS.
33. I, INDEED, WHEN I HEARD THIS, WEPT AND GROANED OVER THE HUMAN RACE. THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: WHY DOST THOU WEEP? ART THOU MORE PITIFUL THAN GOD? FOR THOUGH GOD IS GOOD, HE KNOWS ALSO THAT THERE ARE PUNISHMENTS, AND HE PATIENTLY BEARS WITH THE HUMAN RACE, DISMISSING EACH ONE TO WORK HIS OWN WILL IN THE TIME IN WHICH HE DWELLS ON THE EARTH.
34. I FURTHER OBSERVED THE FIERY RIVER AND SAW THERE A MAN BEING TORTURED BY TARTARUCHIAN ANGELS HAVING IN THEIR HANDS AN IRON WITH THREE HOOKS WITH WHICH THEY PIERCED THE BOWELS OF THAT OLD MAN: AND I ASKED THE ANGEL, AND SAID: SIR, WHO IS THAT OLD MAN ON WHOM SUCH TORMENTS ARE IMPOSED? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME: HE WHOM YOU SEE WAS A PRESBYTER WHO DID NOT PERFORM WELL HIS MINISTRY: WHEN HE HAD BEEN EATING AND DRINKING AND COMMITTING FORNICATION, HE OFFERED THE HOST TO THE LORD AT HIS HOLY ALTAR.
35. AND I SAW NOT FAR AWAY ANOTHER OLD MAN LED ON BY MALIGN ANGELS RUNNING WITH SPEED, AND THEY PUSHED HIM INTO THE FIRE UP TO HIS KNEES, AND THEY STRUCK HIM WITH STONES AND WOUNDED HIS FACE LIKE A STORM, AND DID NOT ALLOW HIM TO SAY: HAVE PITY ON ME! AND I ASKED THE ANGEL AND HE SAID TO ME: HE WHOM YOU SEE WAS A BISHOP, AND DID NOT PERFORM WELL HIS EPISCOPATE, WHO INDEED ACCEPTED THE GREAT NAME BUT DID NOT ENTER INTO THE WITNESS OF HIM WHO GAVE HIM THE NAME IN ALL HIS LIFE, SEEING THAT HE DID NOT DO JUST JUDGMENT, AND DID NOT PITY WIDOWS AND ORPHANS, BUT NOW HE RECEIVES RETRIBUTION ACCORDING TO HIS INIQUITY AND HIS WORKS.
36. AND I SAW ANOTHER MAN IN THE FIERY RIVER UP TO HIS KNEES. MOREOVER, HIS HANDS WERE STRETCHED OUT AND BLOODY, AND WORMS PROCEEDED FROM HIS MOUTH AND NOSTRILS AND HE WAS GROANING AND WEEPING, AND CRYING HE SAID: HAVE PITY ON ME! FOR I AM HURT ABOVE THE REST WHO ARE IN THIS PUNISHMENT. AND I ASKED, SIR, WHO IS THIS? AND HE SAID TO ME: THIS MAN WHOM THOU SEEST, WAS A DEACON WHO DEVOURED THE OBLATIONS AND COMMITTED FORNICATIONS AND DID NOT RIGHT IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, FOR THIS CAUSE, HE UNCEASINGLY PAYS THIS PENALTY. AND I LOOKED CLOSELY AND SAW ALONGSIDE OF HIM ANOTHER MAN WHOM THEY DELIVERED UP WITH HASTE AND CAST INTO THE FIERY RIVER, AND HE WAS (IN IT) UP TO THE KNEES: AND THERE CAME THE ANGEL WHO WAS SET OVER THE PUNISHMENTS HAVING A GREAT FIERY RAZOR, AND WITH IT HE CUT THE LIPS OF THAT MAN AND THE TONGUE LIKEWISE. AND SIGHING, I LAMENTED AND ASKED: WHO IS THAT, SIR. AND HE SAID TO ME, HE WHOM THOU SEEST WAS A READER AND READ TO THE PEOPLE, BUT HE HIMSELF DID NOT KEEP THE PRECEPTS OF GOD: NOW HE ALSO PAYS THE PROPER PENALTY.
37. AND I SAW ANOTHER MULTITUDE OF PITS IN THE SAME PLACE, AND IN THE MIDST OF IT A RIVER FULL OF A MULTITUDE OF MEN AND WOMEN, AND WORMS CONSUMED THEM. BUT I LAMENTED AND SIGHING ASKED THE ANGEL AND SAID: SIR, WHO ARE THESE? AND HE SAID TO ME: THESE ARE THOSE WHO EXACTED INTEREST ON INTEREST AND TRUSTED IN THEIR RICHES AND DID NOT HOPE IN GOD THAT HE WAS THEIR HELPER. AND AFTER THAT I LOOKED AND SAW ANOTHER PLACE, VERY NARROW, AND IT WAS LIKE A WALL, AND FIRE ROUND ABOUT IT. AND I SAW INSIDE MEN AND WOMEN GNAWING THEIR TONGUES, AND I ASKED: SIR, WHO ARE THESE. AND HE SAID TO ME: THESE ARE THEY WHO IN CHURCH DISPARAGE THE WORD OF GOD, NOT ATTENDING TO IT, BUT AS IT WERE MAKE NAUGHT OF GOD AND HIS ANGELS: FOR THAT CAUSE, THEY NOW LIKEWISE PAY THE PROPER PENALTY.
38. AND I OBSERVED AND SAW ANOTHER OLD MAN DOWN IN A PIT AND HIS COUNTENANCE WAS LIKE BLOOD, AND I ASKED AND SAID, SIR, WHAT IS THIS PLACE? AND HE SAID TO ME: INTO THAT PIT STREAM ALL THE PUNISHMENTS. AND I SAW MEN AND WOMEN IMMERSED UP TO THE LIPS AND I ASKED, SIR, WHO ARE THESE? AND HE SAID TO ME: THESE ARE THE MAGICIANS WHO PREPARED FOR MEN AND WOMEN EVIL MAGIC ARTS AND DID NOT FIND HOW TO STOP THEM TILL THEY DIED. AND AGAIN, I SAW MEN AND WOMEN WITH VERY BLACK FACES IN A PIT OF FIRE, AND I SIGHED AND LAMENTED AND ASKED, SIR, WHO ARE THESE? AND HE SAID TO ME: THESE ARE FORNICATORS AND ADULTERERS WHO COMMITTED ADULTERY HAVING WIVES OF THEIR OWN: LIKEWISE, ALSO THE WOMEN COMMITTED ADULTERY HAVING HUSBANDS OF THEIR OWN: THEREFORE, THEY UNCEASINGLY SUFFER PENALTIES.
39. AND I SAW THERE, GIRLS HAVING BLACK RAIMENT, AND FOUR TERRIBLE ANGELS HAVING IN THEIR HANDS BURNING CHAINS, AND THEY PUT THEM ON THE NECKS OF THE GIRLS AND LED THEM INTO DARKNESS: AND I, AGAIN WEEPING, ASKED THE ANGEL: WHO ARE THESE, SIR? AND HE SAID TO ME: THESE ARE THEY WHO, WHEN THEY WERE VIRGINS, DEFILED THEIR VIRGINITY UNKNOWN TO THEIR PARENTS; FOR WHICH CAUSE, THEY UNCEASINGLY PAY THE PROPER PENALTIES. AND AGAIN, I OBSERVED THERE, MEN AND WOMEN WITH HANDS CUT AND THEIR FEET PLACED NAKED IN A PLACE OF ICE AND SNOW, AND WORMS DEVOURED THEM. BUT SEEING THEM I LAMENTED AND ASKED: SIR, WHO ARE THESE? AND HE SAID TO ME: THESE ARE THEY WHO HARMED ORPHANS AND WIDOWS AND THE POOR, AND DID NOT HOPE IN THE LORD, FOR WHICH CAUSE, THEY UNCEASINGLY PAY THE PROPER PENALTIES. AND I OBSERVED AND SAW OTHERS HANGING OVER A CHANNEL OF WATER, AND THEIR TONGUES WERE VERY DRY, AND MANY FRUITS WERE PLACED IN THEIR SIGHT, AND THEY WERE NOT PERMITTED TO TAKE OF THEM, AND I ASKED: SIR, WHO ARE THESE? AND HE SAID TO ME: THESE ARE THEY WHO BREAK THEIR FAST BEFORE THE APPOINTED HOUR, FOR THIS CAUSE, THEY UNCEASINGLY PAY THESE PENALTIES. AND I SAW OTHER MEN AND WOMEN HANGING BY THEIR EYEBROWS AND THEIR HAIR, AND A FIERY RIVER DREW THEM, AND I SAID: WHO ARE THESE, MY LORD? AND HE SAID TO ME: THESE ARE THEY WHO JOIN THEMSELVES NOT TO THEIR OWN HUSBANDS AND WIVES BUT TO WHORES, AND THEREFORE THEY UNCEASINGLY PAY THE PROPER PENALTIES. AND I SAW OTHER MEN AND WOMEN COVERED WITH DUST, AND THEIR COUNTENANCE WAS LIKE BLOOD, AND THEY WERE IN A PIT OF PITCH AND SULPHUR AND RUNNING DOWN INTO A FIERY RIVER, AND I ASKED: SIR, WHO ARE THESE? AND HE SAID TO ME: THESE ARE THEY WHO COMMITTED THE INIQUITY OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH, THE MALE WITH THE MALE, FOR WHICH REASON THEY UNCEASINGLY PAY THE PENALTIES.
40. AND I OBSERVED AND SAW MEN AND WOMEN CLOTHED IN BRIGHT GARMENTS, HAVING THEIR EYES BLIND, PLACED IN A PIT, AND I ASKED: SIR, WHO ARE THESE? AND HE SAID TO ME: THESE ARE OF THE PEOPLE WHO DID ALMS, AND KNEW NOT THE LORD GOD, FOR WHICH REASON THEY UNCEASINGLY PAY THE PROPER PENALTIES. AND I OBSERVED AND SAW OTHER MEN AND WOMEN ON AN OBELISK OF FIRE, AND BEASTS TEARING THEM IN PIECES, AND THEY WERE NOT ALLOWED TO SAY, LORD HAVE PITY ON US! AND I SAW THE ANGEL OF PENALTIES PUTTING HEAVY PUNISHMENTS ON THEM AND SAYING: ACKNOWLEDGE THE SON OF GOD; FOR THIS WAS PREDICTED TO YOU, WHEN THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES WERE READ TO YOU, AND YOU DID NOT ATTEND; FOR WHICH CAUSE GOD'S JUDGMENT IS JUST, FOR YOUR ACTIONS HAVE APPREHENDED YOU AND BROUGHT YOU INTO THESE PENALTIES. BUT I SIGHED AND WEPT, AND I ASKED AND SAID: WHO ARE THESE MEN AND WOMEN WHO ARE STRANGLED IN FIRE AND PAY THEIR PENALTIES? AND HE ANSWERED ME: THESE ARE WOMEN WHO DEFILED THE IMAGE OF GOD WHEN BRINGING FORTH INFANTS OUT OF THE WOMB, AND THESE ARE THE MEN WHO LAY WITH THEM. AND THEIR INFANTS ADDRESSED THE LORD GOD AND THE ANGELS WHO WERE SET OVER THE PUNISHMENTS, SAYING: CURSED BE THE HOUR TO OUR PARENTS, FOR THEY DEFILED THE IMAGE OF GOD, HAVING THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD BUT NOT OBSERVING HIS PRECEPTS: THEY GAVE US FOR FOOD TO DOGS AND TO BE TRODDEN DOWN OF SWINE: OTHERS THEY THREW INTO THE RIVER. BUT THEIR INFANTS WERE HANDED OVER TO THE ANGELS OF TARTARUS WHO WERE SET OVER THE PUNISHMENTS, THAT THEY MIGHT LEAD THEM TO A WIDE PLACE OF MERCY: BUT THEIR FATHERS AND MOTHERS WERE TORTURED IN A PERPETUAL PUNISHMENT. AND AFTER THAT I SAW MEN AND WOMEN CLOTHED WITH RAGS FULL OF PITCH AND FIERY SULPHUR, AND DRAGONS WERE COILED ABOUT THEIR NECKS AND SHOULDERS AND FEET, AND ANGELS HAVING FIERY HORNS RESTRAINED THEM AND SMOTE THEM, AND CLOSED THEIR NOSTRILS, SAYING TO THEM: WHY DID YE NOT KNOW THE TIME IN WHICH IT WAS RIGHT TO REPENT AND SERVE GOD, AND DID NOT DO IT? AND I ASKED: SIR, WHO ARE THESE? AND HE SAID TO ME: THESE ARE THEY WHO SEEM TO GIVE UP THE WORLD FOR GOD, PUTTING ON OUR GARB, BUT THE IMPEDIMENTS OF THE WORLD MADE THEM WRETCHED, NOT MAINTAINING AGAPAE, AND THEY DID NOT PITY WIDOWS AND ORPHANS: THEY DID NOT RECEIVE THE STRANGER AND THE PILGRIM, NOR DID THEY OFFER THE OBLATIONS, AND THEY DID NOT PITY THEIR NEIGHBOUR. MOREOVER, THEIR PRAYER DID NOT EVEN ON ONE DAY ASCEND PURE TO THE LORD GOD, BUT MANY IMPEDIMENTS OF THE WORLD DETAINED THEM, AND THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO DO RIGHT IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, AND THE ANGELS ENCLOSED THEM IN THE PLACE OF PUNISHMENTS. MOREOVER, THEY SAW THOSE WHO WERE IN PUNISHMENTS AND SAID TO THEM: WE INDEED WHEN WE LIVED IN THE WORLD NEGLECTED GOD, AND YE ALSO DID LIKEWISE: AS WE ALSO TRULY WHEN WE WERE IN THE WORLD KNEW THAT YE WERE SINNERS. BUT YE SAID: THESE ARE JUST AND SERVANTS OF GOD, NOW WE KNOW WHY YE WERE CALLED BY THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD: FOR WHICH CAUSE, THEY ALSO PAY THEIR OWN PENALTIES. AND SIGHING I WEPT AND SAID: WOE UNTO MEN, WOE UNTO SINNERS! WHY WERE THEY BORN? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: WHY DOST THOU LAMENT? ART THOU MORE PITIFUL THAN THE LORD GOD WHO IS BLESSED FOREVER, WHO ESTABLISHED JUDGMENT AND SENT FORTH EVERY MAN TO CHOOSE GOOD AND EVIL IN HIS OWN WILL AND DO WHAT PLEASES HIM? THEN I LAMENTED AGAIN VERY GREATLY, AND HE SAID TO ME: DOST THOU LAMENT WHEN AS YET THOU HAST NOT SEEN GREATER PUNISHMENTS? FOLLOW ME AND THOU SHALT SEE SEVEN TIMES GREATER THAN THESE.
41. AND HE CARRIED ME SOUTH AND PLACED ME ABOVE A WELL, AND I FOUND IT SEALED WITH SEVEN SEALS: AND ANSWERING, THE ANGEL WHO WAS WITH ME SAID TO THE ANGEL OF THAT PLACE: OPEN THE MOUTH OF THE WELL THAT PAUL, THE WELL-BELOVED OF GOD, MAY SEE, FOR AUTHORITY IS GIVEN HIM THAT HE MAY SEE ALL THE PAINS OF HELL. AND THE ANGEL SAID TO ME: STAND AFAR OFF THAT THOU MAYEST BE ABLE TO BEAR THE STENCH OF THIS PLACE. WHEN THEREFORE THE WELL WAS OPENED, IMMEDIATELY THERE AROSE FROM IT A CERTAIN HARD AND MALIGN STENCH, WHICH SURPASSES ALL PUNISHMENTS: AND I LOOKED INTO THE WELL AND I SAW FIERY MASSES GLOWING IN EVERY. PART, AND NARROW PLACES, AND THE MOUTH OF THE WELL WAS NARROW SO AS TO ADMIT ONE MAN ONLY. AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: IF ANY MAN SHALL HAVE BEEN PUT INTO THIS WELL OF THE ABYSS AND IT SHALL HAVE BEEN SEALED OVER HIM, NO REMEMBRANCE OF HIM SHALL EVER BE MADE IN THE SIGHT OF THE FATHER AND HIS SON AND THE HOLY ANGELS. AND I SAID: WHO ARE THESE, SIR, WHO ARE PUT INTO THIS WELL? AND HE SAID TO ME: THEY ARE WHOEVER SHALL NOT CONFESS THAT CHRIST HAS COME IN THE FLESH AND THAT THE VIRGIN MARY BROUGHT HIM FORTH, AND WHOEVER SAYS THAT THE BREAD AND CUP OF THE EUCHARIST OF BLESSING ARE NOT THIS BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST.
42. AND I LOOKED TO THE SOUTH IN THE WEST AND I SAW THERE A RESTLESS WORM AND, IN THAT PLACE, THERE WAS GNASHING OF TEETH: MOREOVER, THE WORMS WERE ONE CUBIT LONG, AND HAD TWO HEADS, AND THERE I SAW MEN AND WOMEN IN COLD AND GNASHING OF TEETH. AND I ASKED AND SAID, SIR, WHO ARE THESE IN THIS PLACE? AND HE SAID TO ME: THESE ARE THEY WHO SAY THAT CHRIST DID NOT RISE FROM THE DEAD AND THAT THIS FLESH WILL NOT RISE AGAIN. AND I ASKED AND SAID: SIR, IS THERE NO FIRE NOR HEAT IN THIS PLACE? AND HE SAID TO ME: IN THIS PLACE THERE IS NOTHING ELSE BUT COLD AND SNOW: AND AGAIN, HE SAID TO ME: EVEN IF THE SUN SHOULD RISE UPON THEM, THEY DO NOT BECOME WARM ON ACCOUNT OF THE SUPERABUNDANT COLD OF THAT PLACE AND THE SNOW. BUT HEARING THESE THINGS I STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS AND WEPT, AND SIGHING AGAIN, I SAID: IT WERE BETTER FOR US IF WE HAD NOT BEEN BORN, ALL OF US WHO ARE SINNERS.
43. BUT WHEN THOSE WHO WERE IN THE SAME PLACE SAW ME WEEPING WITH THE ANGEL, THEY THEMSELVES CRIED OUT AND WEPT SAYING, LORD GOD HAVE MERCY UPON US! AND AFTER THESE THINGS I SAW THE HEAVENS OPEN, AND MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL DESCENDING FROM HEAVEN, AND WITH HIM WAS THE WHOLE ARMY OF ANGELS, AND THEY CAME TO THOSE WHO WERE PLACED IN PUNISHMENT AND SEEING HIM, AGAIN WEEPING, THEY CRIED OUT AND SAID, HAVE PITY ON AS! MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL, HAVE PITY ON US AND ON THE HUMAN RACE, FOR ON ACCOUNT OF THY PRAYERS THE EARTH STANDETH. WE NOW SEE THE JUDGMENT AND ACKNOWLEDGE THE SON OF GOD! IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR US BEFORE THESE THINGS TO PRAY FOR THIS, BEFORE WE ENTERED INTO THIS PLACE: FOR WE HEARD THAT THERE WAS A JUDGMENT BEFORE WE WENT OUT OF THE WORLD, BUT IMPEDIMENTS AND THE LIFE OF THE WORLD DID NOT ALLOW US TO REPENT. AND MICHAEL ANSWERED AND SAID: HEAR MICHAEL SPEAKING! I AM HE WHO STANDS IN THE SIGHT OF GOD EVERY. HOUR: AS THE LORD LIVETH, IN WHOSE SIGHT I STAND, I DO NOT INTERMIT ONE DAY OR ONE NIGHT PRAYING INCESSANTLY FOR THE HUMAN RACE, AND I INDEED PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ON THE EARTH: BUT THEY DO NOT CEASE DOING INIQUITY AND FORNICATIONS, AND THEY DO NOT BRING TO ME ANY GOOD WHILE THEY ARE PLACED ON EARTH: AND YE HAVE CONSUMED IN VANITY THE TIME IN WHICH YE OUGHT TO HAVE REPENTED. BUT I HAVE ALWAYS PRAYED THUS AND I NOW BESEECH THAT GOD MAY SEND DEW AND SEND FORTH RAINS UPON THE EARTH, AND NOW I DESIRE UNTIL THE EARTH PRODUCE ITS FRUITS AND VERILY, I SAY, THAT IF ANY HAVE DONE BUT A LITTLE GOOD, I WILL AGONISE FOR HIM, PROTECTING HIM TILL HE HAVE ESCAPED THE JUDGMENT OF PENALTIES. WHERE THEREFORE ARE YOUR PRAYERS? WHERE ARE YOUR PENANCES? YE HAVE LOST YOUR TIME CONTEMPTUOUSLY. BUT NOW WEEP AND I WILL WEEP WITH YOU AND THE ANGELS WHO ARE WITH ME WITH THE WELL-BELOVED PAUL, IF PERCHANCE THE MERCIFUL GOD WILL HAVE PITY AND GIVE YOU REFRESHMENT. BUT HEARING THESE WORDS THEY CRIED OUT AND WEPT GREATLY, AND ALL SAID WITH ONE VOICE: HAVE PITY ON US, SON OF GOD! AND I, PAUL, SIGHED AND SAID: O LORD GOD! HAVE PITY ON THY CREATURE, HAVE PITY ON THE SONS OF MEN, HAVE PITY ON THINE IMAGE.
44. AND I LOOKED AND SAW THE HEAVEN MOVE LIKE A TREE SHAKEN BY THE WIND. SUDDENLY, MOREOVER, THEY THREW, THEMSELVES ON THEIR FACES IN THE SIGHT OF THE THRONE. AND I SAW TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS AND TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND ADORING GOD, AND I SAW AN ALTAR AND VEIL AND THRONE, AND ALL WERE REJOICING; AND THE SMOKE OF A GOOD ODOUR WAS RAISED NEAR THE ALTAR OF THE THRONE OF GOD, AND I HEARD THE VOICE OF ONE SAYING: FOR THE SAKE OF WHAT DO YE OUR ANGELS AND MINISTERS INTERCEDE? AND THEY CRIED OUT SAYING: WE INTERCEDE SEEING THY MANY KINDNESSES TO THE HUMAN RACE. AND AFTER THESE THINGS I SAW THE SON OF GOD DESCENDING FROM HEAVEN, AND A DIADEM WAS ON HIS HEAD. AND SEEING HIM THOSE WHO WERE PLACED IN PUNISHMENT EXCLAIMED ALL WITH ONE VOICE SAYING: HAVE PITY, SON OF THE HIGH GOD! THOU ART HE WHO SHEWEST REFRESHMENT FOR ALL IN THE HEAVENS AND ON EARTH, AND ON US LIKEWISE HAVE PITY, FOR SINCE WE HAVE SEEN THEE, WE HAVE REFRESHMENT. AND A VOICE WENT OUT FROM THE SON OF GOD THROUGH ALL THE PUNISHMENTS SAYING: AND WHAT WORK HAVE YE DONE THAT YE DEMAND REFRESHMENT FROM ME? MY BLOOD WAS POURED OUT FOR YOUR SAKES, AND NOT EVEN SO DID YE REPENT: FOR YOUR SAKES I WORE THE CROWN OF THORNS ON MY HEAD: FOR YOU I RECEIVED BUFFETS ON MY CHEEKS, AND NOT EVEN SO DID YE REPENT. I ASKED WATER WHEN HANGING ON THE CROSS AND THEY GAVE ME VINEGAR MIXED WITH GALL, WITH A SPEAR THEY OPENED MY RIGHT SIDE, FOR MY NAME'S SAKE THEY SLEW MY PROPHETS AND JUST MEN, AND IN ALL THESE THINGS I GAVE YOU A PLACE OF REPENTANCE AND YE WOULD NOT. NOW, HOWEVER, FOR THE SAKE OF MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL OF MY COVENANT AND THE ANGELS WHO ARE WITH HIM, AND BECAUSE OF PAUL THE WELL-BELOVED, WHOM I WOULD NOT VEX, FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR BRETHREN WHO ARE IN THE WORLD AND OFFER OBLATIONS, AND FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR SONS, BECAUSE MY PRECEPTS ARE IN THEM, AND MORE FOR THE SAKE OF MINE OWN KINDNESS, ON THE DAY ON WHICH I ROSE FROM THE DEAD, I GIVE TO YOU ALL WHO ARE IN PUNISHMENT A NIGHT AND A DAY OF REFRESHMENT FOREVER. AND THEY ALL CRIED OUT AND SAID, WE BLESS THEE, SON OF GOD, THAT THOU HAST GIVEN US A NIGHT AND A DAY OF RESPITE. FOR BETTER TO US IS A REFRESHMENT OF ONE DAY ABOVE ALL THE TIME OF OUR LIFE WHICH WE WERE ON EARTH, AND IF WE HAD PLAINLY KNOWN THAT THIS WAS INTENDED FOR THOSE WHO SIN, WE WOULD HAVE WORKED NO OTHER WORK, WE WOULD HAVE DONE NO BUSINESS, AND WE WOULD HAVE DONE NO INIQUITY: WHAT NEED HAD WE FOR PRIDE IN THE WORLD? FOR HERE OUR PRIDE IS CRUSHED WHICH ASCENDED FROM OUR MOUTH AGAINST OUR NEIGHBOUR: OUR PLAGUES AND EXCESSIVE STRAITNESS AND THE TEARS AND THE WORMS WHICH ARE UNDER US, THESE ARE MUCH WORSE TO US THAN THE PAINS WHICH WE HAVE LEFT BEHIND US. WHEN THEY SAID THUS, THE MALIGN ANGELS OF THE PENALTIES WERE ANGERED WITH THEM, SAYING: HOW LONG DO YE LAMENT AND SIGH? FOR YE HAD NO PITY. FOR THIS IS THE JUDGMENT OF GOD WHO HAD NO PITY. BUT YE RECEIVED THIS GREAT GRACE OF A DAY AND A NIGHT'S REFRESHMENT ON THE LORD'S DAY FOR THE SAKE OF PAUL THE WELL-BELOVED OF GOD WHO DESCENDED TO YOU.
45. AND AFTER THAT THE ANGEL SAID TO ME: HAST THOU SEEN ALL THESE THINGS? AND I SAID: YES, SIR. AND HE SAID TO ME: FOLLOW ME AND I WILL LEAD THEE INTO PARADISE, THAT THE JUST WHO ARE THERE MAY SEE THEE, FOR LO! THEY HOPE TO SEE THEE, AND THEY ARE READY TO COME TO MEET THEE IN JOY AND GLADNESS. AND I FOLLOWED THE ANGEL BY THE IMPULSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND HE PLACED ME IN PARADISE AND SAID TO ME: THIS IS PARADISE IN WHICH ADAM AND HIS WIFE ERRED. MOREOVER I ENTERED PARADISE AND SAW THE BEGINNING OF WATERS, AND THERE WAS AN ANGEL MAKING A SIGN TO ME AND HE SAID TO ME: OBSERVE, SAID HE, THE WATERS, FOR THIS IS THE RIVER OF PHYSON WHICH SURROUNDS ALL THE LAND OF EVILLA, AND THE SECOND IS GEON WHICH SURROUNDS ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT AND ETHIOPIA, AND THE THIRD IS THIGRIS WHICH IS OVER AGAINST THE ASSYRIANS, AND ANOTHER IS EUFRATES WHICH WATERS ALL THE LAND OF MESOPOTAMIA. AND WHEN I HAD GONE INSIDE, I SAW A TREE PLANTED FROM WHOSE ROOTS WATER FLOWED OUT, AND FROM THIS BEGINNING THERE WERE FOUR RIVERS. AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD RESTED ON THAT TREE, AND WHEN THE SPIRIT BLEW, THE WATERS FLOWED FORTH, AND I SAID: MY LORD, IS IT THIS TREE ITSELF WHICH MAKES THE WATERS FLOW? AND HE SAID TO ME: THAT FROM THE BEGINNING, BEFORE THE HEAVENS AND EARTH WERE MANIFESTED, AND ALL THINGS HERE INVISIBLE, THE SPIRIT OF GOD WAS BORNE UPON THE WATERS, BUT FROM THE TIME WHEN THE COMMAND OF GOD MADE THE HEAVENS AND EARTH TO APPEAR, THE SPIRIT RESTED UPON THIS TREE: WHEREFORE WHENEVER THE SPIRIT BLOWS, THE WATERS FLOW FORTH FROM THE TREE. AND HE HELD ME BY THE HAND AND LED ME NEAR THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, AND HE SAID: THIS IS THE TREE BY WHICH DEATH ENTERED INTO THE WORLD, AND RECEIVING OF IT THROUGH HIS WIFE ADAM ATE AND DEATH ENTERED INTO THE WORLD. AND HE SHEWED ME ANOTHER TREE IN THE MIDST OF PARADISE, AND SAITH TO ME: THIS IS THE TREE OF LIFE.
46. WHILE I WAS YET LOOKING UPON THE TREE, I SAW A VIRGIN COMING FROM AFAR AND TWO HUNDRED ANGELS BEFORE HER SAYING HYMNS, AND I ASKED AND SAID: SIR, WHO IS SHE WHO COMES IN SO GREAT GLORY? AND HE SAID TO ME: THIS IS MARY THE VIRGIN, THE MOTHER OF THE LORD. AND COMING NEAR SHE SALUTED ME AND SAID: HAIL, PAUL! WELL-BELOVED OF GOD AND ANGELS AND MEN. FOR ALL THE SAINTS PRAYED MY SON JESUS WHO IS MY LORD THAT THOU MIGHTEST COME HITHER IN THE BODY THAT THEY MIGHT SEE THEE BEFORE THOU GOEST OUT OF THE WORLD. AND THE LORD SAID TO THEM: BEAR AND BE PATIENT: YET A LITTLE AND YE SHALL SEE HIM AND HE SHALL BE WITH YOU FOR EVER: AND AGAIN THEY ALL SAID TO HIM TOGETHER: DO NOT VEX US, FOR WE DESIRE TO SEE HIM IN THE FLESH, FOR BY HIM THY NAME WAS GREATLY GLORIFIED IN THE WORLD, AND WE HAVE SEEN THAT HE ENDURED ALL THE LABOURS WHETHER OF THE GREATER OR OF THE LESS. THIS WE LEARN FROM THOSE WHO COME HITHER. FOR WHEN WE SAY: WHO IS HE WHO DIRECTED YOU IN THE WORLD? THEY REPLY TO US: THERE IS ONE IN THE WORLD WHOSE NAME IS PAUL, HE PREACHES AND ANNOUNCES CHRIST, AND WE BELIEVE THAT MANY HAVE ENTERED INTO THE KINGDOM THROUGH THE VIRTUE AND SWEETNESS OF HIS SPEECHES. BEHOLD ALL THE JUST MEN ARE BEHIND ME COMING TO MEET THEE, PAUL, AND I FIRST COME FOR THIS CAUSE TO MEET THEM WHO DID THE WILL OF MY SON AND MY LORD JESUS CHRIST, I FIRST ADVANCE TO MEET THEM AND DO NOT SEND THEM AWAY TO BE AS WANDERERS UNTIL THEY MEET IN PEACE.
47. WHEN SHE HAD THUS SPOKEN, I SAW THREE COMING FROM AFAR, VERY BEAUTIFUL IN THE LIKENESS OF CHRIST, AND THEIR FORMS WERE SHINING, AND THEIR ANGELS, AND I ASKED: SIR, WHO ARE THESE? AND HE SAID TO ME: DOST THOU NOT KNOW THOSE? AND I SAID: NO, SIR. AND HE ANSWERED: THESE ARE THE FATHERS OF THE PEOPLE, ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB. AND COMING NEAR THEY SALUTED ME, AND SAID: HAIL, PAUL, WELL-BELOVED OF GOD AND MEN; BLESSED IS HE WHO SUFFERS VIOLENCE FOR THE LORD'S SAKE. AND ABRAHAM ANSWERED ME AND SAID: THIS IS MY SON ISAAC, AND JACOB MY WELL-BELOVED, AND WE HAVE KNOWN THE LORD AND FOLLOWED HIM; BLESSED ARE ALL THEY WHO BELIEVED IN THY WORD, THAT THEY MAY BE ABLE TO INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD BY LABOUR, BY RENUNCIATION, AND SANCTIFICATION, AND HUMILITY, AND CHARITY, AND MEEKNESS, AND FIGHT FAITH IN THE LORD; AND WE ALSO HAVE HAD DEVOTION TO THE LORD WHOM THOU PREACHEST IN THE TESTAMENT, THAT WE MIGHT ASSIST THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN HIM WITH THEIR WHOLE SOUL, AND MIGHT MINISTER UNTO THEM AS FATHERS MINISTER TO THEIR CHILDREN. WHEN THEY HAD THUS SPOKEN, I SAW OTHER TWELVE COMING FROM AFAR IN HONOUR, AND I ASKED: SIR, WHO ARE THESE? AND HE SAID: THESE ARE THE PATRIARCHS. AND COMING NEAR THEY SALUTED ME AND SAID: HAIL, PAUL, WELL-BELOVED OF GOD AND MEN: THE LORD DID NOT VEX US, THAT WE MIGHT SEE THEE YET IN THE BODY, BEFORE THOU GOEST OUT OF THE WORLD. AND EACH ONE OF THEM REMINDED ME OF HIS NAME IN ORDER, FROM RUBEN TO BENJAMIN: AND JOSEPH SAID TO ME: I AM HE WHO WAS SOLD; BUT I SAY TO THEE, PAUL, THAT ALL THE THINGS, WHATEVER MY BROTHERS DID TO ME, IN NOTHING DID I ACT MALICIOUSLY WITH THEM, NOR IN ALL THE LABOUR WHICH THEY IMPOSED ON ME, NOR IN ANY POINT WAS I HURT BY THEM ON THAT ACCOUNT FROM MORNING TILL EVENING: BLESSED IS HE WHO RECEIVES SOME HURT ON [SEXLESS] ACCOUNT OF THE LORD, AND BEARS IT, FOR THE LORD WILL REPAY IT TO HIM MANIFOLD, WHEN HE SHALL HAVE GONE OUT OF THE WORLD.
48. WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN THUS FAR, I SAW ANOTHER BEAUTIFUL ONE COMING FROM AFAR, AND HIS ANGELS SAYING HYMNS, AND I ASKED: SIR, WHO IS THIS THAT IS BEAUTIFUL OF COUNTENANCE? AND HE SAITH TO ME: DOST THOU NOT KNOW HIM? AND I SAID: NO, SIR. AND HE SAID TO ME: THIS IS MOSES THE LAW-GIVER, TO WHOM GOD GAVE THE LAW. AND WHEN HE HAD COME NEAR ME, HE IMMEDIATELY WEPT, AND AFTER THAT HE SALUTED ME: AND I SAID TO HIM: WHAT DOST THOU LAMENT? FOR I HAVE HEARD THAT THOU EXCELLEST EVERY MAN IN MEEKNESS. AND HE ANSWERED SAYING: I WEEP FOR THOSE WHOM I PLANTED WITH TOIL, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT BEAR FRUIT, NOR DID ANY PROFIT BY THEM; AND I SAW ALL THE SHEEP WHOM I FED, THAT THEY WERE SCATTERED AND BECOME AS IF THEY HAD NO SHEPHERD, AND BECAUSE ALL THE TOILS WHICH I ENDURED FOR THE SAKE OF THE SONS OF ISRAEL WERE ACCOUNTED AS NAUGHT, AND HOW GREATSO-EVER VIRTUES I DID IN THE MIDST OF THEM THESE THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND, AND I WONDER THAT STRANGERS AND UNCIRCUMCISED AND IDOL-WORSHIPPERS HAVE BEEN CONVERTED AND HAVE ENTERED INTO THE PROMISES OF GOD, BUT ISRAEL HAS NOT ENTERED; AND NOW I SAY UNTO THEE, BROTHER PAUL, THAT IN THAT HOUR WHEN THE PEOPLE HANGED JESUS WHOM THOU PREACHEST, THAT THE FATHER, THE GOD OF ALL, WHO GAVE ME THE LAW, AND MICHAEL AND ALL THE ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS, AND ABRAHAM AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND ALL THE JUST WEPT OVER THE SON OF GOD HANGING ON THE CROSS. IN THAT HOUR ALL THE SAINTS ATTENDED ON ME LOOKING (UPON ME) AND THEY SAID TO ME: SEE, MOSES, WHAT MEN OF THY PEOPLE HAVE DONE TO THE SON OF GOD. WHEREFORE THOU ART BLESSED, PAUL, AND BLESSED THE GENERATION AND RACE WHICH BELIEVED IN THY WORD.
49. WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN THUS FAR, THERE CAME OTHER TWELVE, AND SEEING ME SAID: ART THOU PAUL THE GLORIFIED IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH? AND I ANSWERED AND SAID: WHAT ARE YE? THE FIRST ANSWERED AND SAID: I AM ESAIAS WHOM MANASSES CUT ASUNDER WITH A WOODEN SAW. AND THE SECOND SAID LIKEWISE: I AM JEREMIAS WHO WAS STONED BY THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AND SLAIN. AND THE THIRD SAID: I AM EZEKIEL WHOM THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL DRAGGED BY THE FEET OVER A ROCK IN A MOUNTAIN TILL THEY KNOCKED OUT MY BRAINS, AND WE ENDURED ALL THESE TOILS, WISHING TO SAVE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL: AND I SAY UNTO THEE THAT AFTER THE TOILS WHICH THEY LAID UPON ME, I CAST MYSELF ON MY FACE IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD PRAYING FOR THEM, BENDING MY KNEES UNTIL THE SECOND HOUR OF THE LORD'S DAY, TILL MICHAEL CAME AND LIFTED ME UP FROM THE EARTH. BLESSED ART THOU, PAUL, AND BLESSED THE NATION WHICH BELIEVED THROUGH THEE. AND AS THESE PASSED BY, I SAW ANOTHER, BEAUTIFUL OF COUNTENANCE, AND I ASKED: SIR, WHO IS THIS? WHO WHEN HE HAD SEEN ME, REJOICED AND SAID TO ME: THIS IS LOT WHO WAS FOUND JUST IN SODOM. AND APPROACHING HE SALUTED ME AND SAID: BLESSED ART THOU, PAUL, AND BLESSED THE GENERATION TO WHICH THOU DIDST MINISTER. AND I ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM: ART THOU LOT WHO WAST FOUND JUST IN SODOM? AND HE SAID: I ENTERTAINED ANGELS, AS TRAVELLERS, AND WHEN THEY OF THE CITY WISHED TO VIOLATE THEM, I OFFERED THEM MY TWO VIRGIN DAUGHTERS WHO HAD NOT YET KNOWN MEN, AND GAVE THEM TO THEM SAYING: USE THEM AS YE WILL, BUT ONLY TO THESE MEN YE SHALL DO NO EVIL; FOR THIS CAUSE, THEY ENTERED UNDER THE ROOF OF MY HOUSE. FOR THIS CAUSE, THEREFORE, WE OUGHT TO BE CONFIDENT AND KNOW THAT IF ANYONE SHALL HAVE DONE ANYTHING, GOD SHALL REPAY HIM MANIFOLD WHEN THEY SHALL COME TO HIM. BLESSED ART THOU, PAUL, AND BLESSED THE NATION WHICH BELIEVED IN THY WORD. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE HAD CEASED TALKING TO ME, I SAW ANOTHER COMING FROM A DISTANCE, VERY BEAUTIFUL OF COUNTENANCE, AND SMILING, AND HIS ANGELS SAYING HYMNS: AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL WHO WAS WITH ME: HAS THEN EACH OF THE JUST AN ANGEL FOR COMPANION? AND HE SAID TO ME: EACH ONE OF THE SAINTS HAS HIS OWN (ANGEL) ASSISTING HIM, AND SAYING A HYMN, AND THE ONE DOES NOT DEPART FROM THE OTHER. AND I SAID: WHO IS THIS, SIR? AND HE SAID: THIS IS JOB. AND APPROACHING, HE SALUTED ME AND SAID: BROTHER PAUL, THOU HAST GREAT PRAISE WITH GOD AND MEN. AND I AM JOB, WHO LABOURED MUCH FOR A PERIOD OF THIRTY YEARS FROM A PLAGUE IN THE BLOOD; AND VERILY IN THE BEGINNING, THE WOUNDS WHICH WENT FORTH FROM MY BODY WERE LIKE GRAINS OF WHEAT. BUT ON THE THIRD DAY, THEY BECAME AS THE FOOT OF AN ASS; WORMS MOREOVER WHICH FELL FOUR DIGITS IN LENGTH: AND ON THE THIRD (DAY) THE DEVIL APPEARED AND SAID TO ME: SAY SOMETHING AGAINST GOD AND DIE. I SAID TO HIM: IF SUCH BE THE WILL OF GOD THAT I SHOULD REMAIN UNDER A PLAGUE ALL THE TIME OF MY LIFE TILL I DIE, I SHALL NOT CEASE FROM BLESSING THE LORD, AND I SHALL RECEIVE MORE REWARD. FOR I KNOW THAT THE LABOURS OF THAT WORLD ARE NOTHING TO THE REFRESHMENT WHICH IS AFTERWARDS: FOR WHICH CAUSE BLESSED ART THOU, PAUL, AND BLESSED THE NATION WHICH BELIEVED THROUGH THEE.
50. WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN THUS FAR, ANOTHER CAME CALLING FROM AFAR AND SAYING: BLESSED ART THOU, PAUL, AND BLESSED AM I BECAUSE I SAW THEE, THE [SEXLESSLY] BELOVED OF THE LORD. AND I ASKED THE ANGEL: SIR, WHO IS THIS? AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: THIS IS NOE IN THE TIME OF THE DELUGE. AND IMMEDIATELY WE SALUTED EACH OTHER: AND GREATLY REJOICING HE SAID TO ME: THOU ART PAUL THE MOST BELOVED OF GOD. AND I ASKED HIM: WHO ART THOU? AND HE SAID: I AM NOE, WHO WAS IN THE TIME OF THE DELUGE. AND I SAY TO THEE, PAUL, THAT WORKING FOR A HUNDRED YEARS, I MADE THE ARK, NOT PUTTING OFF THE TUNIC WITH WHICH I WAS CLAD, NOR DID I CUT THE HAIR OF MY HEAD. TILL THEN ALSO I CHERISHED CONTINENCE, NOT APPROACHING MY OWN WIFE: IN THOSE HUNDRED YEARS, NOT A HAIR OF MY HEAD GREW IN LENGTH, NOR DID MY GARMENTS BECOME SOILED: AND I BESOUGHT MEN AT ALL TIMES SAYING: REPENT, FOR A DELUGE OF WATERS WILL COME UPON YOU. BUT THEY LAUGHED AT ME, AND MOCKED MY WORDS; AND AGAIN, THEY SAID TO ME: BUT THIS IS THE TIME OF THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO PLAY AND SIN FREELY, DESIRING HER WITH WHOM IT IS POSSIBLE TO COMMIT FORNICATION FREQUENTLY: FOR GOD DOES NOT REGARD THIS, AND DOES NOT KNOW WHAT THINGS ARE DONE BY US MEN, AND THERE IS NO FLOOD OF WATERS STRAIGHTWAY COMING UPON THIS WORLD. AND THEY DID NOT CEASE FROM THEIR SINS, TILL GOD DESTROYED ALL FLESH WHICH HAD THE BREATH OF LIFE IN IT. KNOW THEN THAT GOD LOVETH ONE JUST MAN MORE THAN ALL THE WORLD OF THE IMPIOUS. WHEREFORE, BLESSED ART THOU, PAUL, AND BLESSED IS THE NATION WHICH BELIEVES THROUGH THEE.
51. AND TURNING [A] ROUND, I SAW OTHER JUST ONES COMING FROM AFAR, AND I ASKED THE ANGEL: SIR, WHO ARE THOSE? AND HE ANSWERED ME: THESE ARE ELIAS AND ELISEUS. AND THEY SALUTED ME: AND I SAID TO THEM: WHO ARE YE? AND ONE OF THEM ANSWERED AND SAID: I AM ELIAS, THE PROPHET OF GOD; I AM ELIAS WHO PRAYED, AND BECAUSE OF MY WORD, THE HEAVEN DID NOT RAIN FOR THREE YEARS AND SIX MONTHS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF MEN. GOD IS JUST AND TRUE, WHO DOETH THE WILL OF HIS SERVANTS: FOR THE ANGELS OFTEN BESOUGHT THE LORD FOR RAIN, AND HE SAID: BE PATIENT TILL MY SERVANT ELIAS SHALL PRAY AND PETITION FOR THIS AND I WILL SEND RAIN ON THE EARTH. THE END OF THE VISION OF SAINT PAUL. 
THE OTHER EARLY CHRISTIAN TEXTS
THE DIDACHE
THE LORD'S TEACHING THROUGH THE TWELVE APOSTLES TO THE NATIONS. CHAPTER 1. THE TWO WAYS AND THE FIRST COMMANDMENT. THERE ARE TWO WAYS, ONE OF LIFE AND ONE OF DEATH, BUT A GREAT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO WAYS. THE WAY OF LIFE, THEN, IS THIS: FIRST, YOU SHALL LOVE GOD WHO MADE YOU; SECOND, LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF, AND DO NOT DO TO ANOTHER WHAT YOU WOULD NOT WANT DONE TO YOU. AND OF THESE SAYINGS THE TEACHING IS THIS: BLESS THOSE WHO CURSE YOU, AND PRAY FOR YOUR ENEMIES, AND FAST FOR THOSE WHO PERSECUTE YOU. FOR WHAT REWARD IS THERE FOR LOVING THOSE WHO LOVE YOU? DO NOT THE GENTILES DO THE SAME? BUT LOVE THOSE WHO HATE YOU, AND YOU SHALL NOT HAVE AN ENEMY. ABSTAIN FROM FLESHLY AND WORLDLY LUSTS. IF SOMEONE STRIKES YOUR RIGHT CHEEK, TURN TO HIM THE OTHER ALSO, AND YOU SHALL BE PERFECT. IF SOMEONE IMPRESSES YOU FOR ONE MILE, GO WITH HIM TWO. IF SOMEONE TAKES YOUR CLOAK, GIVE HIM ALSO YOUR COAT. IF SOMEONE TAKES FROM YOU WHAT IS YOURS, ASK IT NOT BACK, FOR INDEED YOU ARE NOT ABLE. GIVE TO EVERY ONE WHO ASKS YOU, AND ASK IT NOT BACK; FOR THE FATHER WILLS THAT TO ALL SHOULD BE GIVEN OF OUR OWN BLESSINGS (FREE GIFTS). HAPPY IS HE WHO GIVES ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT, FOR HE IS GUILTLESS. WOE TO HIM WHO RECEIVES; FOR IF ONE RECEIVES WHO HAS NEED, HE IS GUILTLESS; BUT HE WHO RECEIVES NOT HAVING NEED SHALL PAY THE PENALTY, WHY HE RECEIVED AND FOR WHAT. AND COMING INTO CONFINEMENT, HE SHALL BE EXAMINED CONCERNING THE THINGS WHICH HE HAS DONE, AND HE SHALL NOT ESCAPE FROM THERE UNTIL HE PAYS BACK THE LAST PENNY. AND ALSO CONCERNING THIS, IT HAS BEEN SAID, LET YOUR ALMS SWEAT IN YOUR HANDS, UNTIL YOU KNOW TO WHOM YOU SHOULD GIVE. 
CHAPTER 2. THE SECOND COMMANDMENT: GRAVE SIN FORBIDDEN. AND THE SECOND COMMANDMENT OF THE TEACHING; YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT PEDERASTY, YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT FORNICATION, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT PRACTICE MAGIC, YOU SHALL NOT PRACTICE WITCHCRAFT, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER A CHILD BY ABORTION NOR KILL THAT WHICH IS BORN. YOU SHALL NOT COVET THE THINGS OF YOUR NEIGHBOR, YOU SHALL NOT SWEAR, YOU SHALL NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, YOU SHALL NOT SPEAK EVIL, YOU SHALL BEAR NO GRUDGE. YOU SHALL NOT BE DOUBLE-MINDED NOR DOUBLE-TONGUED, FOR TO BE DOUBLE-TONGUED IS A SNARE OF DEATH. YOUR SPEECH SHALL NOT BE FALSE, NOR EMPTY, BUT FULFILLED BY DEED. YOU SHALL NOT BE COVETOUS, NOR RAPACIOUS, NOR A HYPOCRITE, NOR EVIL DISPOSED, NOR HAUGHTY. YOU SHALL NOT TAKE EVIL COUNSEL AGAINST YOUR NEIGHBOR. YOU SHALL NOT HATE ANY MAN; BUT SOME YOU SHALL REPROVE, AND CONCERNING SOME YOU SHALL PRAY, AND SOME YOU SHALL LOVE MORE THAN YOUR OWN LIFE. 
CHAPTER 3. OTHER SINS FORBIDDEN. MY CHILD, FLEE FROM EVERY EVIL THING, AND FROM EVERY LIKENESS OF IT. BE NOT PRONE TO ANGER, FOR ANGER LEADS TO MURDER. BE NEITHER JEALOUS, NOR QUARRELSOME, NOR OF HOT TEMPER, FOR OUT OF ALL THESE MURDERS ARE ENGENDERED. MY CHILD, BE NOT A LUSTFUL ONE. FOR LUST LEADS TO FORNICATION. BE NEITHER A FILTHY TALKER, NOR OF LOFTY EYE, FOR OUT OF ALL THESE ADULTERIES ARE ENGENDERED. MY CHILD, BE NOT AN OBSERVER OF OMENS, SINCE IT LEADS TO IDOLATRY. BE NEITHER AN ENCHANTER, NOR AN ASTROLOGER, NOR A PURIFIER, NOR BE WILLING TO TOOK AT THESE THINGS, FOR OUT OF ALL THESE, IDOLATRY IS ENGENDERED. MY CHILD, BE NOT A LIAR, SINCE A LIE LEADS TO THEFT. BE NEITHER MONEY-LOVING, NOR VAINGLORIOUS, FOR OUT OF ALL THESE THEFTS ARE ENGENDERED. MY CHILD, BE NOT A MURMURER, SINCE IT LEADS THE WAY TO BLASPHEMY. BE NEITHER SELF-WILLED NOR EVIL-MINDED, FOR OUT OF ALL THESE BLASPHEMIES ARE ENGENDERED. RATHER, BE MEEK, SINCE THE MEEK SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH. BE LONG-SUFFERING AND PITIFUL AND GUILELESS AND GENTLE AND GOOD AND ALWAYS TREMBLING AT THE WORDS WHICH YOU HAVE HEARD. YOU SHALL NOT EXALT YOURSELF, NOR GIVE OVER-CONFIDENCE TO YOUR SOUL. YOUR SOUL SHALL NOT BE JOINED WITH LOFTY ONES, BUT WITH JUST AND LOWLY ONES SHALL IT HAVE ITS INTERCOURSE. ACCEPT WHATEVER HAPPENS TO YOU AS GOOD, KNOWING THAT APART FROM GOD NOTHING COMES TO PASS. 
CHAPTER 4. VARIOUS PRECEPTS. MY CHILD, REMEMBER NIGHT AND DAY HIM WHO SPEAKS THE WORD OF GOD TO YOU, AND HONOR HIM AS YOU DO THE LORD. FOR WHEREVER THE LORDLY RULE IS UTTERED, THERE IS THE LORD. AND SEEK OUT DAY BY DAY THE FACES OF THE SAINTS, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY REST UPON THEIR WORDS. DO NOT LONG FOR DIVISION, BUT RATHER BRING THOSE WHO CONTEND TO PEACE. JUDGE RIGHTEOUSLY, AND DO NOT RESPECT PERSONS IN REPROVING FOR TRANSGRESSIONS. YOU SHALL NOT BE UNDECIDED WHETHER OR NOT IT SHALL BE. BE NOT A STRETCHER FORTH OF THE HANDS TO RECEIVE AND A DRAWER OF THEM BACK TO GIVE. IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING, THROUGH YOUR HANDS YOU SHALL GIVE RANSOM FOR YOUR SINS. DO NOT HESITATE TO GIVE, NOR COMPLAIN WHEN YOU GIVE; FOR YOU SHALL KNOW WHO IS THE GOOD REPAYER OF THE HIRE. DO NOT TURN AWAY FROM HIM WHO IS IN WANT; RATHER, SHARE ALL THINGS WITH YOUR BROTHER, AND DO NOT SAY THAT THEY ARE YOUR OWN. FOR IF YOU ARE PARTAKERS IN THAT WHICH IS IMMORTAL, HOW MUCH MORE IN THINGS WHICH ARE MORTAL? DO NOT REMOVE YOUR HAND FROM YOUR SON OR DAUGHTER; RATHER, TEACH THEM THE FEAR OF GOD FROM THEIR YOUTH. DO NOT ENJOIN ANYTHING IN YOUR BITTERNESS UPON YOUR BONDMAN OR MAIDSERVANT, WHO HOPE IN THE SAME GOD, LEST EVER THEY SHALL FEAR NOT GOD WHO IS OVER BOTH; FOR HE COMES NOT TO CALL ACCORDING TO THE OUTWARD APPEARANCE, BUT TO THEM WHOM THE SPIRIT HAS PREPARED. AND YOU BONDMEN SHALL BE SUBJECT TO YOUR MASTERS AS TO A TYPE OF GOD, IN MODESTY AND FEAR. YOU SHALL HATE ALL HYPOCRISY AND EVERYTHING WHICH IS NOT PLEASING TO THE LORD. DO NOT IN ANY WAY FORSAKE THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD; BUT KEEP WHAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED, NEITHER ADDING THERETO NOR TAKING AWAY THEREFROM. IN THE CHURCH YOU SHALL ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR TRANSGRESSIONS, AND YOU SHALL NOT COME NEAR FOR YOUR PRAYER WITH AN EVIL CONSCIENCE. THIS IS THE WAY OF LIFE. 
CHAPTER 5. THE WAY OF DEATH. AND THE WAY OF DEATH IS THIS: FIRST OF ALL IT IS EVIL AND ACCURSED: MURDERS, ADULTERY, LUST, FORNICATION, THEFTS, IDOLATRIES, [FORBIDDEN] MAGIC ARTS, WITCHCRAFTS, RAPE, FALSE WITNESS, HYPOCRISY, DOUBLE-HEARTEDNESS, DECEIT, HAUGHTINESS, DEPRAVITY, SELF-WILL, GREEDINESS [MONEY, NOT PAYING 10% TITHE TO THE LORD], FILTHY TALKING [SEXUAL], JEALOUSY, OVER-CONFIDENCE, LOFTINESS, BOASTFULNESS; PERSECUTORS OF THE GOOD, HATING TRUTH, LOVING A LIE, NOT KNOWING A REWARD FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, NOT CLEAVING TO GOOD NOR TO RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT, WATCHING NOT FOR THAT WHICH IS GOOD, BUT FOR THAT WHICH IS EVIL; FROM WHOM MEEKNESS AND ENDURANCE ARE FAR, LOVING VANITIES, PURSUING REVENGE, NOT PITYING A POOR MAN, NOT LABORING FOR THE AFFLICTED, NOT KNOWING HIM WHO MADE THEM, MURDERERS OF CHILDREN, DESTROYERS OF THE HANDIWORK OF GOD, TURNING AWAY FROM HIM WHO IS IN WANT, AFFLICTING HIM WHO IS DISTRESSED, ADVOCATES OF THE RICH, LAWLESS JUDGES OF THE POOR, UTTER SINNERS. BE DELIVERED, CHILDREN, FROM ALL THESE. 
CHAPTER 6. AGAINST FALSE TEACHERS, AND FOOD OFFERED TO IDOLS. SEE THAT NO ONE CAUSES YOU TO ERR FROM THIS WAY OF THE TEACHING, SINCE APART FROM GOD IT TEACHES YOU. FOR IF YOU ARE ABLE TO BEAR THE ENTIRE YOKE OF THE LORD, YOU WILL BE PERFECT; BUT IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO DO THIS, DO WHAT YOU ARE ABLE. AND CONCERNING FOOD, BEAR WHAT YOU ARE ABLE; BUT AGAINST THAT WHICH IS SACRIFICED TO IDOLS BE EXCEEDINGLY CAREFUL; FOR IT IS THE SERVICE OF DEAD GODS. 
CHAPTER 7. CONCERNING BAPTISM. AND CONCERNING BAPTISM, BAPTIZE THIS WAY: HAVING FIRST SAID ALL THESE THINGS, BAPTIZE INTO THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND OF THE SON [JESUS], AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN], IN LIVING WATER. BUT IF YOU HAVE NO LIVING WATER, BAPTIZE INTO OTHER WATER; AND IF YOU CANNOT DO SO IN COLD WATER, DO SO IN WARM. BUT IF YOU HAVE NEITHER, POUR OUT WATER THREE TIMES UPON THE HEAD INTO THE NAME OF FATHER AND SON AND HOLY SPIRIT. BUT BEFORE THE BAPTISM LET THE BAPTIZER FAST, AND THE BAPTIZED, AND WHOEVER ELSE CAN; BUT YOU SHALL ORDER THE BAPTIZED TO FAST ONE OR TWO DAYS BEFORE. 
CHAPTER 8. FASTING AND PRAYER (THE LORD'S PRAYER). BUT LET NOT YOUR FASTS BE WITH THE HYPOCRITES, FOR THEY FAST ON THE SECOND AND FIFTH DAY OF THE WEEK. RATHER, FAST ON THE FOURTH DAY AND THE PREPARATION (FRIDAY). DO NOT PRAY LIKE THE HYPOCRITES, BUT RATHER AS THE LORD COMMANDED IN HIS GOSPEL, LIKE THIS: OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME. THY KINGDOM, COME. THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH, AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY (NEEDFUL) BREAD, AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBT AS WE ALSO FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS. AND BRING US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM THE EVIL ONE (OR, EVIL); FOR THINE IS THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOR EVER…PRAY THIS, THREE TIMES EACH DAY. 
CHAPTER 9. THE EUCHARIST. NOW CONCERNING THE EUCHARIST, GIVE THANKS THIS WAY. FIRST, CONCERNING THE CUP: WE THANK THEE, OUR FATHER, FOR THE HOLY VINE OF DAVID THY SERVANT, WHICH YOU MADEST KNOWN TO US THROUGH JESUS THY SERVANT; TO THEE BE THE GLORY FOR EVER…AND CONCERNING THE BROKEN BREAD: WE THANK THEE, OUR FATHER, FOR THE LIFE AND KNOWLEDGE WHICH YOU MADEST KNOWN TO US THROUGH JESUS THY SERVANT; TO THEE BE THE GLORY FOR EVER. EVEN AS THIS BROKEN BREAD WAS SCATTERED OVER THE HILLS, AND WAS GATHERED TOGETHER AND BECAME ONE, SO LET THY CHURCH BE GATHERED TOGETHER FROM THE ENDS OF THE EARTH INTO THY KINGDOM; FOR THINE IS THE GLORY AND THE POWER THROUGH JESUS CHRIST FOR EVER…BUT LET NO ONE EAT OR DRINK OF YOUR EUCHARIST, UNLESS THEY HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED INTO THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD; FOR CONCERNING THIS ALSO THE LORD HAS SAID, "GIVE NOT THAT WHICH IS HOLY TO THE DOGS." 
CHAPTER 10. PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. BUT AFTER YOU ARE FILLED, GIVE THANKS THIS WAY: WE THANK THEE, HOLY FATHER, FOR THY HOLY NAME WHICH YOU DIDST CAUSE TO TABERNACLE IN OUR HEARTS, AND FOR THE KNOWLEDGE AND FAITH AND IMMORTALITY, WHICH YOU MODEST KNOWN TO US THROUGH JESUS THY SERVANT; TO THEE BE THE GLORY FOR EVER. THOU, MASTER ALMIGHTY, DIDST CREATE ALL THINGS FOR THY NAME'S SAKE; YOU GAVEST FOOD AND DRINK TO MEN FOR ENJOYMENT, THAT THEY MIGHT GIVE THANKS TO THEE; BUT TO US YOU DIDST FREELY GIVE SPIRITUAL FOOD AND DRINK AND LIFE ETERNAL THROUGH THY SERVANT. BEFORE ALL THINGS WE THANK THEE THAT YOU ARE MIGHTY; TO THEE BE THE GLORY FOR EVER. REMEMBER, LORD, THY CHURCH, TO DELIVER IT FROM ALL EVIL AND TO MAKE IT PERFECT IN THY LOVE, AND GATHER IT FROM THE FOUR WINDS, SANCTIFIED FOR THY KINGDOM WHICH THOU HAVE PREPARED FOR IT; FOR THINE IS THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOR EVER. LET GRACE COME, AND LET THIS WORLD PASS AWAY. HOSANNA TO THE GOD (SON) OF DAVID! IF ANY ONE IS HOLY, LET HIM COME; IF ANY ONE IS NOT SO, LET HIM REPENT. MARANATHA. AMEN. BUT PERMIT THE PROPHETS TO MAKE THANKSGIVING AS MUCH AS THEY DESIRE.
CHAPTER 11. CONCERNING TEACHERS, APOSTLES, AND PROPHETS. WHOSOEVER, THEREFORE, COMES AND TEACHES YOU ALL THESE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN SAID BEFORE, RECEIVE HIM. BUT IF THE TEACHER HIMSELF TURNS AND TEACHES ANOTHER DOCTRINE TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THIS, HEAR HIM NOT. BUT IF HE TEACHES SO AS TO INCREASE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD, RECEIVE HIM AS THE LORD. BUT CONCERNING THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS, ACT ACCORDING TO THE DECREE OF THE GOSPEL. LET EVERY APOSTLE WHO COMES TO YOU BE RECEIVED AS THE LORD. BUT HE SHALL NOT REMAIN MORE THAN ONE DAY; OR TWO DAYS, IF THERE'S A NEED. BUT IF HE REMAINS THREE DAYS, HE IS A FALSE PROPHET. AND WHEN THE APOSTLE GOES AWAY, LET HIM TAKE NOTHING BUT BREAD UNTIL HE LODGES. IF HE ASKS FOR MONEY, HE IS A FALSE PROPHET. AND EVERY PROPHET WHO SPEAKS IN THE SPIRIT YOU SHALL NEITHER TRY NOR JUDGE; FOR EVERY SIN SHALL BE FORGIVEN, BUT THIS SIN SHALL NOT BE FORGIVEN. BUT NOT EVERY ONE WHO SPEAKS IN THE SPIRIT IS A PROPHET; BUT ONLY IF HE HOLDS THE [SEXLESS] WAYS OF THE LORD. THEREFORE, FROM THEIR WAYS SHALL THE FALSE PROPHET AND THE PROPHET BE KNOWN. AND EVERY PROPHET WHO ORDERS A MEAL IN THE SPIRIT DOES NOT EAT IT, UNLESS HE IS INDEED A FALSE PROPHET. AND EVERY PROPHET WHO TEACHES THE TRUTH, BUT DOES NOT DO WHAT HE TEACHES, IS A FALSE PROPHET. AND EVERY PROPHET, PROVED TRUE, WORKING UNTO THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD, YET NOT TEACHING OTHERS TO DO WHAT HE HIMSELF DOES, SHALL NOT BE JUDGED AMONG YOU, FOR WITH GOD HE HAS HIS JUDGMENT; FOR SO DID ALSO THE ANCIENT PROPHETS. BUT WHOEVER SAYS IN THE SPIRIT, GIVE ME MONEY, OR SOMETHING ELSE, YOU SHALL NOT LISTEN TO HIM. BUT IF HE TELLS YOU TO GIVE FOR OTHERS' SAKE WHO ARE IN NEED, LET NO ONE JUDGE HIM.
CHAPTER 12. RECEPTION OF CHRISTIANS. BUT RECEIVE EVERYONE WHO COMES IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD, AND PROVE AND KNOW HIM AFTERWARD; FOR YOU SHALL HAVE UNDERSTANDING RIGHT AND LEFT. IF HE WHO COMES IS A WAYFARER, ASSIST HIM AS FAR AS YOU ARE ABLE; BUT HE SHALL NOT REMAIN WITH YOU MORE THAN TWO OR THREE DAYS, IF NEED BE. BUT IF HE WANTS TO STAY WITH YOU, AND IS AN ARTISAN, LET HIM WORK AND EAT. BUT IF HE HAS NO TRADE, ACCORDING TO YOUR UNDERSTANDING, SEE TO IT THAT, AS A CHRISTIAN, HE SHALL NOT LIVE WITH YOU IDLE. BUT IF HE WILLS NOT TO DO, HE IS A CHRIST-MONGER. WATCH THAT YOU KEEP AWAY FROM SUCH.
CHAPTER 13. SUPPORT OF PROPHETS. BUT EVERY TRUE PROPHET WHO WANTS TO LIVE AMONG YOU IS WORTHY OF HIS SUPPORT. SO ALSO, A TRUE TEACHER IS HIMSELF WORTHY, AS THE WORKMAN, OF HIS SUPPORT. EVERY FIRST-FRUIT, THEREFORE, OF THE PRODUCTS OF WINE-PRESS AND THRESHING-FLOOR, OF OXEN AND OF SHEEP, YOU SHALL TAKE AND GIVE TO THE PROPHETS, FOR THEY ARE YOUR HIGH PRIESTS. BUT IF YOU HAVE NO PROPHET, GIVE IT TO THE POOR. IF YOU MAKE A BATCH OF DOUGH, TAKE THE FIRST-FRUIT AND GIVE ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT. SO ALSO, WHEN YOU OPEN A JAR OF WINE OR OF OIL, TAKE THE FIRST-FRUIT AND GIVE IT TO THE PROPHETS; AND OF MONEY (SILVER) AND CLOTHING AND EVERY POSSESSION, TAKE THE FIRST-FRUIT, AS IT MAY SEEM GOOD TO YOU, AND GIVE ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT.
CHAPTER 14. CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY ON THE LORD'S DAY. BUT EVERY LORD'S DAY GATHER YOURSELVES TOGETHER, AND BREAK BREAD, AND GIVE THANKSGIVING AFTER HAVING CONFESSED YOUR TRANSGRESSIONS, THAT YOUR SACRIFICE MAY BE PURE. BUT LET NO ONE WHO IS AT ODDS WITH HIS FELLOW COME TOGETHER WITH YOU, UNTIL THEY BE RECONCILED, THAT YOUR SACRIFICE MAY NOT BE PROFANED. FOR THIS IS THAT WHICH WAS SPOKEN BY THE LORD: "IN EVERY PLACE AND TIME OFFER TO ME A PURE SACRIFICE; FOR I AM A GREAT KING, SAYS THE LORD, AND MY NAME IS WONDERFUL AMONG THE NATIONS."
CHAPTER 15. BISHOPS AND DEACONS; CHRISTIAN REPROOF. APPOINT, THEREFORE, FOR YOURSELVES, BISHOPS AND DEACONS WORTHY OF THE LORD, MEN MEEK, AND NOT LOVERS OF MONEY, AND TRUTHFUL AND PROVED; FOR THEY ALSO RENDER TO YOU THE SERVICE OF PROPHETS AND TEACHERS. THEREFORE, DO NOT DESPISE THEM, FOR THEY ARE YOUR HONORED ONES, TOGETHER WITH THE PROPHETS AND TEACHERS. AND REPROVE ONE ANOTHER, NOT IN ANGER, BUT IN PEACE, AS YOU HAVE IT IN THE GOSPEL. BUT TO ANYONE THAT ACTS AMISS AGAINST ANOTHER, LET NO ONE SPEAK, NOR LET HIM HEAR ANYTHING FROM YOU UNTIL HE REPENTS. BUT YOUR PRAYERS AND ALMS AND ALL YOUR DEEDS SO DO, AS YOU HAVE IT IN THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD.
CHAPTER 16. WATCHFULNESS; THE COMING OF THE LORD. WATCH FOR YOUR LIFE'S SAKE. LET NOT YOUR LAMPS BE QUENCHED, NOR YOUR LOINS UNLOOSED; BUT BE READY, FOR YOU KNOW NOT THE HOUR IN WHICH OUR LORD WILL COME. BUT COME TOGETHER OFTEN, SEEKING THE THINGS WHICH ARE BEFITTING TO YOUR SOULS: FOR THE WHOLE TIME OF YOUR FAITH WILL NOT PROFIT YOU, IF YOU ARE NOT MADE PERFECT IN THE LAST TIME. FOR IN THE LAST DAYS FALSE PROPHETS AND CORRUPTERS SHALL BE MULTIPLIED, AND THE SHEEP SHALL BE TURNED INTO WOLVES, AND LOVE SHALL BE TURNED INTO HATE; FOR WHEN LAWLESSNESS INCREASES, THEY SHALL HATE AND PERSECUTE AND BETRAY ONE ANOTHER, AND THEN SHALL APPEAR THE WORLD-DECEIVER AS SON OF GOD, AND SHALL DO SIGNS AND WONDERS, AND THE EARTH SHALL BE DELIVERED INTO HIS HANDS, AND HE SHALL DO INIQUITOUS THINGS WHICH HAVE NEVER YET COME TO PASS SINCE THE BEGINNING. THEN SHALL THE CREATION OF MEN COME INTO THE FIRE OF TRIAL, AND MANY SHALL BE MADE TO STUMBLE AND SHALL PERISH; BUT THOSE WHO ENDURE IN THEIR FAITH SHALL BE SAVED FROM UNDER THE CURSE ITSELF. AND THEN SHALL APPEAR THE SIGNS OF THE TRUTH: FIRST, THE SIGN OF AN OUTSPREADING IN HEAVEN, THEN THE SIGN OF THE SOUND OF THE TRUMPET. AND THIRD, THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD -- YET NOT OF ALL, BUT AS IT IS SAID: "THE LORD SHALL COME AND ALL HIS SAINTS WITH HIM." THEN SHALL THE WORLD SEE THE LORD COMING UPON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.
THE TEACHING OF ADDAEUS THE APOSTLE
FROM THE TEACHING OF ADDAEUS THE APOSTLE: ADDÆUS SAID TO HIM: BECAUSE YOU HAVE THUS BELIEVED, I LAY MY HAND UPON YOU IN THE NAME OF HIM IN WHOM YOU HAVE THUS BELIEVED. AND AT THE VERY MOMENT THAT HE LAID HIS HAND UPON HIM HE WAS HEALED OF THE PLAGUE OF THE DISEASE WHICH HE HAD FOR A LONG TIME. AND ABGAR WAS ASTONISHED AND MARVELLED, BECAUSE, LIKE AS HE HAD HEARD ABOUT JESUS, HOW HE WROUGHT AND HEALED, SO ADDÆUS ALSO, WITHOUT ANY MEDICINE WHATEVER, WAS HEALING IN THE NAME OF JESUS. AND ABDU ALSO, SON OF ABDU, HAD THE GOUT IN HIS FEET; AND HE ALSO PRESENTED HIS FEET TO HIM, AND HE LAID HIS HAND UPON THEM, AND HEALED HIM, AND HE HAD THE GOUT NO MORE. AND IN ALL THE CITY ALSO HE WROUGHT GREAT CURES, AND SHOWED FORTH WONDERFUL MIGHTY-WORKS IN IT. ABGAR SAID TO HIM: NOW THAT EVERY MAN KNOWS THAT BY THE POWER OF JESUS CHRIST YOU DO THESE MIRACLES, AND LO! WE ARE ASTONISHED AT YOUR DEEDS, I THEREFORE ENTREAT OF YOU TO RELATE TO US THE STORY ABOUT THE COMING OF CHRIST, IN WHAT MANNER IT WAS, AND ABOUT HIS GLORIOUS POWER, AND ABOUT THE MIRACLES WHICH WE HAVE HEARD THAT HE DID, WHICH YOU HAVE YOURSELF SEEN, TOGETHER WITH YOUR FELLOW DISCIPLES. ADDÆUS SAID: I WILL NOT HOLD MY PEACE FROM DECLARING THIS; SINCE FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE, WAS I SENT HITHER, THAT I MIGHT SPEAK TO AND TEACH EVERY ONE WHO IS WILLING TO BELIEVE, EVEN AS YOU. ASSEMBLE ME TOMORROW ALL THE CITY, AND I WILL SOW IN IT THE WORD OF LIFE BY THE PREACHING WHICH I WILL ADDRESS TO YOU— ABOUT THE COMING OF CHRIST, IN WHAT MANNER IT WAS; AND ABOUT HIM THAT SENT HIM, WHY AND HOW HE SENT HIM; AND ABOUT HIS POWER AND HIS WONDERFUL WORKS; AND ABOUT THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES OF HIS COMING, WHICH HE SPOKE OF IN THE WORLD; AND ABOUT THE UNERRING TRUTH OF HIS PREACHING; AND HOW AND FOR WHAT CAUSE HE ABUSED HIMSELF, AND HUMBLED HIS EXALTED GODHEAD BY THE MANHOOD WHICH HE TOOK, AND WAS CRUCIFIED, AND DESCENDED TO THE PLACE OF THE DEAD, AND BROKE THROUGH THE ENCLOSURE EPHESIANS 2:14 WHICH HAD NEVER BEEN BROKEN THROUGH BEFORE, AND GAVE LIFE TO THE DEAD BY BEING SLAIN HIMSELF, AND DESCENDED ALONE, AND ASCENDED WITH MANY TO HIS GLORIOUS FATHER, WITH WHOM HE HAD BEEN FROM ETERNITY IN ONE EXALTED GODHEAD. AND ABGAR COMMANDED THEM TO GIVE TO ADDÆUS SILVER AND GOLD. ADDÆUS SAID TO HIM: HOW CAN WE RECEIVE THAT WHICH IS NOT OURS. FOR, LO! THAT WHICH WAS OURS HAVE WE FORSAKEN, AS WE WERE COMMANDED BY OUR LORD; BECAUSE WITHOUT PURSES AND WITHOUT SCRIPS, BEARING THE CROSS UPON OUR SHOULDERS, WERE WE COMMANDED TO PREACH HIS GOSPEL IN THE WHOLE CREATION, OF WHOSE CRUCIFIXION, WHICH WAS FOR OUR SAKES, FOR THE REDEMPTION OF ALL MEN, THE WHOLE CREATION WAS SENSIBLE AND SUFFERED PAIN. AND HE RELATED BEFORE ABGAR THE KING, AND BEFORE HIS PRINCES AND HIS NOBLES, AND BEFORE AUGUSTINE, ABGAR'S MOTHER, AND BEFORE SHALMATH, THE DAUGHTER OF MEHERDATH, ABGAR'S WIFE, THE SIGNS OF OUR LORD, AND HIS WONDERS, AND THE GLORIOUS MIGHTY-WORKS WHICH HE DID, AND HIS DIVINE EXPLOITS, AND HIS ASCENSION TO HIS FATHER; AND HOW THEY HAD RECEIVED POWER AND AUTHORITY AT THE SAME TIME THAT HE WAS RECEIVED UP— BY WHICH SAME POWER IT WAS THAT HE HAD HEALED ABGAR, AND ABDU SON OF ABDU, THE SECOND PERSON OF HIS KINGDOM; AND HOW HE INFORMED THEM THAT HE WOULD REVEAL HIMSELF AT THE END OF THE AGES AND AT THE CONSUMMATION OF ALL CREATED THINGS; ALSO OF THE RESUSCITATION AND RESURRECTION WHICH IS TO COME FOR ALL MEN, AND THE SEPARATION WHICH WILL BE MADE BETWEEN THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS, AND BETWEEN THE FAITHFUL AND THOSE WHO BELIEVE NOT. AND HE SAID TO THEM: BECAUSE THE GATE OF LIFE IS STRAIT AND THE WAY OF TRUTH NARROW, THEREFORE ARE THE BELIEVERS OF THE TRUTH FEW, AND THROUGH UNBELIEF IS SATAN'S GRATIFICATION. THEREFORE, ARE THE LIARS MANY WHO LEAD ASTRAY THOSE THAT SEE. FOR, WERE IT NOT THAT THERE IS A GOOD END AWAITING BELIEVING MEN, OUR LORD WOULD NOT HAVE DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN, AND COME TO BE BORN, AND TO ENDURE THE SUFFERING OF DEATH? YET HE DID COME, AND US DID HE SEND...OF THE FAITH WHICH WE PREACH, THAT GOD WAS CRUCIFIED FOR ALL MEN. AND, IF THERE BE THOSE WHO ARE NOT WILLING TO AGREE WITH THESE OUR WORDS, LET THEM DRAW NEAR TO US AND DISCLOSE TO US WHAT IS IN THEIR MIND, THAT, LIKE AS IN THE CASE OF A DISEASE, WE MAY APPLY TO THEIR THOUGHTS HEALING MEDICINE FOR THE CURE OF THEIR AILMENTS. FOR, THOUGH YOU WERE NOT PRESENT AT THE TIME OF CHRIST'S SUFFERING, YET FROM THE SUN WHICH WAS DARKENED, AND WHICH YOU SAW, LEARN YE AND UNDERSTAND CONCERNING THE GREAT CONVULSION WHICH TOOK PLACE AT THAT TIME, WHEN HE WAS CRUCIFIED WHOSE GOSPEL HAS WINGED ITS WAY THROUGH ALL THE EARTH BY THE SIGNS WHICH HIS DISCIPLES MY FELLOWS DO IN ALL THE EARTH: YEA, THOSE WHO WERE HEBREWS, AND KNEW ONLY THE LANGUAGE OF THE HEBREWS, IN WHICH THEY WERE BORN, LO! AT THIS DAY ARE SPEAKING IN ALL LANGUAGES, IN ORDER THAT THOSE WHO ARE AFAR OFF MAY HEAR AND BELIEVE, EVEN AS THOSE WHO ARE NEAR. FOR HE IT IS THAT CONFOUNDED THE TONGUES OF THE PRESUMPTUOUS IN THIS REGION WHO WERE BEFORE US; AND HE IT IS THAT TEACHES AT THIS DAY THE FAITH OF TRUTH AND VERITY BY US, HUMBLE AND DESPICABLE MEN FROM GALILEE OF PALESTINE. FOR I ALSO WHOM YOU SEE AM FROM PANEAS, FROM THE PLACE WHERE THE RIVER JORDAN ISSUES FORTH, AND I WAS CHOSEN, TOGETHER WITH MY FELLOWS, TO BE A PREACHER. FOR, ACCORDING AS MY LORD COMMANDED ME, LO! I PREACH AND PUBLISH THE GOSPEL, AND LO! HIS MONEY DO I CAST UPON THE TABLE BEFORE YOU, AND THE SEED OF HIS WORD DO I SOW IN THE EARS OF ALL MEN; AND SUCH AS ARE WILLING TO RECEIVE IT, THEIRS IS THE GOOD RECOMPENSE OF THE CONFESSION OF CHRIST; BUT THOSE WHO ARE NOT PERSUADED, THE DUST OF MY FEET DO I SHAKE OFF AGAINST THEM, AS HE COMMANDED ME. REPENT THEREFORE, MY BELOVED, OF EVIL WAYS AND OF ABOMINABLE DEEDS, AND TURN YOURSELVES TOWARDS HIM WITH A GOOD AND HONEST WILL, AS HE HAS TURNED HIMSELF TOWARDS YOU WITH THE FAVOUR OF HIS RICH MERCIES; AND BE NOT AS THE GENERATIONS OF FORMER TIMES THAT HAVE PASSED AWAY, WHICH, BECAUSE THEY HARDENED THEIR HEART AGAINST THE FEAR OF GOD, RECEIVED PUNISHMENT OPENLY, THAT THEY THEMSELVES MIGHT BE CHASTISED, AND THAT THOSE WHO COME AFTER THEM MAY TREMBLE AND BE AFRAID. FOR THE PURPOSE OF OUR LORD'S COMING INTO THE WORLD ASSUREDLY WAS, THAT HE MIGHT TEACH US AND SHOW US THAT AT THE CONSUMMATION OF THE CREATION THERE WILL BE A RESUSCITATION OF ALL MEN, AND THAT AT THAT TIME THEIR COURSE OF CONDUCT WILL BE PORTRAYED IN THEIR PERSONS, AND THEIR BODIES WILL BE VOLUMES FOR THE WRITINGS OF JUSTICE; NOR WILL ANY ONE BE THERE WHO IS UNACQUAINTED WITH BOOKS, BECAUSE EVERY ONE WILL READ THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN IN HIS OWN BOOK. YOU THAT HAVE EYES, FORASMUCH AS YOU DO NOT PERCEIVE, ARE YOURSELVES ALSO BECOME LIKE THOSE WHO SEE NOT AND HEAR NOT; AND IN VAIN DO YOUR INEFFECTUAL VOICES STRAIN THEMSELVES TO DEAF EARS. WHILST THEY ARE NOT TO BE BLAMED FOR NOT HEARING, BECAUSE THEY ARE BY NATURE DEAF AND DUMB, YET THE BLAME WHICH IS JUSTLY INCURRED FALLS UPON YOU, BECAUSE YOU ARE NOT WILLING TO PERCEIVE— NOT EVEN THAT WHICH YOU SEE. FOR THE DARK CLOUD OF ERROR WHICH OVERSPREADS YOUR MINDS SUFFERS YOU NOT TO OBTAIN THE HEAVENLY LIGHT, WHICH IS THE UNDERSTANDING OF KNOWLEDGE. FLEE, THEN, FROM THINGS MADE AND CREATED, AS I SAID TO YOU, WHICH ARE ONLY CALLED GODS IN NAME, WHILE THEY ARE NOT GODS IN THEIR NATURE; AND DRAW NEAR TO THIS BEING, WHO IN HIS NATURE IS GOD FROM EVERLASTING AND FROM ETERNITY, AND IS NOT SOMETHING MADE, LIKE YOUR IDOLS, NOR IS HE A CREATURE AND A WORK OF ART, LIKE THOSE IMAGES IN WHICH YOU GLORY. BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH THIS BEING PUT ON A BODY, YET IS HE GOD WITH HIS FATHER. FOR THE WORKS OF CREATION, WHICH TREMBLED WHEN HE WAS SLAIN AND WERE DISMAYED AT HIS SUFFERING OF DEATH—THESE BEAR WITNESS THAT HE IS HIMSELF GOD THE CREATOR. FOR IT WAS NOT ON ACCOUNT OF A MAN THAT THE EARTH TREMBLED, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF HIM WHO ESTABLISHED THE EARTH UPON THE WATERS; NOR WAS IT ON ACCOUNT OF A MAN THAT THE SUN GREW DARK IN THE HEAVENS, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF HIM WHO MADE THE GREAT LIGHTS; NOR WAS IT FOR A MAN THAT THE JUST AND RIGHTEOUS WERE RESTORED TO LIFE AGAIN, BUT FOR HIM WHO HAD GRANTED POWER OVER DEATH FROM THE BEGINNING; NOR WAS IT FOR A MAN THAT THE VEIL OF THE TEMPLE OF THE JEWS WAS RENT FROM THE TOP TO THE BOTTOM, BUT FOR HIM WHO SAID TO THEM, LO, YOUR HOUSE IS LEFT DESOLATE. FOR, LO! UNLESS THOSE WHO CRUCIFIED HIM HAD KNOWN THAT HE WAS THE SON OF GOD, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE HAD TO PROCLAIM THE DESOLATION OF THEIR CITY, NOR WOULD THEY HAVE BROUGHT DOWN WOE! UPON THEMSELVES. FOR, EVEN IF THEY HAD WISHED TO MAKE LIGHT OF THIS CONFESSION, THE FEARFUL CONVULSIONS WHICH TOOK PLACE AT THAT TIME WOULD NOT HAVE SUFFERED THEM TO DO SO. FOR LO! SOME EVEN OF THE CHILDREN OF THE CRUCIFIERS HAVE BECOME AT THIS DAY PREACHERS AND EVANGELISTS, ALONG WITH MY FELLOW APOSTLES, IN ALL THE LAND OF PALESTINE, AND AMONG THE SAMARITANS, AND IN ALL THE COUNTRY OF THE PHILISTINES. THE IDOLS ALSO OF PAGANISM ARE DESPISED, AND THE CROSS OF CHRIST IS HONOURED, AND ALL NATIONS AND CREATURES CONFESS GOD WHO BECAME MAN. IF, THEREFORE, WHILE JESUS OUR LORD WAS ON EARTH YE WOULD HAVE BELIEVED IN HIM THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD, AND BEFORE YE HAD HEARD THE WORD OF HIS PREACHING WOULD HAVE CONFESSED HIM THAT HE IS GOD; NOW THAT HE IS ASCENDED TO HIS FATHER, AND YOU HAVE SEEN THE SIGNS AND THE WONDERS WHICH ARE DONE IN HIS NAME, AND HAVE HEARD WITH YOUR OWN EARS THE WORD OF HIS GOSPEL, LET NO ONE OF YOU DOUBT IN HIS MIND— SO THAT THE PROMISE OF HIS BLESSING WHICH HE SENT TO YOU MAY BE FULFILLED TOWARDS YOU: BLESSED ARE YOU THAT HAVE BELIEVED IN ME, NOT HAVING SEEN ME; AND, BECAUSE YOU HAVE SO BELIEVED IN ME, THE TOWN IN WHICH YOU DWELL SHALL BE BLESSED, AND THE ENEMY SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT FOR EVER. TURN NOT AWAY, THEREFORE, FROM HIS FAITH: FOR, LO! YOU HAVE HEARD AND SEEN WHAT THINGS BEAR WITNESS TO HIS FAITH— SHOWING THAT HE IS THE ADORABLE SON, AND IS THE GLORIOUS GOD, AND IS THE VICTORIOUS KING, AND IS THE MIGHTY POWER; AND THROUGH FAITH IN HIM A MAN IS ABLE TO ACQUIRE THE EYES OF A TRUE MIND, AND TO UNDERSTAND THAT, WHOSOEVER WORSHIPS CREATURES, THE WRATH OF JUSTICE WILL OVERTAKE HIM. FOR IN EVERYTHING WHICH WE SPEAK BEFORE YOU, ACCORDING AS WE HAVE RECEIVED OF THE GIFT OF OUR LORD, SO SPEAK WE AND TEACH AND DECLARE IT, THAT YOU MAY SECURE YOUR SALVATION AND NOT DESTROY YOUR SPIRITS THROUGH THE ERROR OF PAGANISM: BECAUSE THE HEAVENLY LIGHT HAS ARISEN ON THE CREATION, AND HE IT IS WHO CHOSE THE FATHERS OF FORMER TIMES, AND THE RIGHTEOUS MEN, AND THE PROPHETS, AND SPOKE WITH THEM IN THE REVELATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. FOR HE IS HIMSELF THE GOD OF THE JEWS WHO CRUCIFIED HIM; AND TO HIM IT IS THAT THE ERRING PAGANS OFFER WORSHIP, EVEN WHILE THEY KNOW IT NOT: BECAUSE THERE IS NO OTHER GOD IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH; AND LO! CONFESSION ASCENDS UP TO HIM FROM THE FOUR QUARTERS OF THE CREATION. LO! THEREFORE, YOUR EARS HAVE HEARD THAT WHICH WAS NOT HEARD BY YOU; AND LO! FURTHER, YOUR EYES HAVE SEEN THAT WHICH WAS NEVER SEEN BY YOU. BE NOT, THEREFORE, GAINSAYERS OF THAT WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN AND HEARD. PUT AWAY FROM YOU THE REBELLIOUS MIND OF YOUR FATHERS, AND FREE YOURSELVES FROM THE YOKE OF SIN, WHICH HAS DOMINION OVER YOU IN LIBATIONS AND IN SACRIFICES OFFERED BEFORE CARVED IMAGES; AND BE CONCERNED FOR YOUR ENDANGERED SALVATION, AND FOR THE UNAVAILING SUPPORT ON WHICH YOU LEAN; AND GET YOU A NEW MIND, THAT WORSHIPS THE MAKER AND NOT THE THINGS WHICH ARE MADE— A MIND IN WHICH IS PORTRAYED THE IMAGE OF VERITY AND OF TRUTH, OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT; BELIEVING AND BEING BAPTIZED IN THE TRIPLE AND GLORIOUS NAMES. FOR THIS IS OUR TEACHING AND OUR PREACHING. FOR THE BELIEF OF THE TRUTH OF CHRIST DOES NOT CONSIST OF MANY THINGS. AND THOSE OF YOU AS ARE WILLING TO BE OBEDIENT TO CHRIST ARE AWARE THAT I HAVE MANY TIMES REPEATED MY WORDS BEFORE YOU, IN ORDER THAT YOU MIGHT LEARN AND UNDERSTAND WHAT YE HEAR. AND WE OURSELVES SHALL REJOICE IN THIS, LIKE THE HUSBANDMAN WHO REJOICES IN THE FIELD WHICH IS BLESSED; GOD ALSO WILL BE GLORIFIED BY YOUR REPENTANCE TOWARDS HIM. WHILE YOU ARE SAVED HEREBY, WE ALSO, WHO GIVE YOU THIS COUNSEL, SHALL NOT BE DESPOILED OF THE BLESSED REWARD OF THIS WORK. AND, BECAUSE I AM ASSURED THAT YOU ARE A LAND BLESSED ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE LORD CHRIST, THEREFORE, INSTEAD OF THE DUST OF OUR FEET WHICH WE WERE COMMANDED TO SHAKE OFF AGAINST THE TOWN THAT WOULD NOT RECEIVE OUR WORDS, I HAVE SHAKEN OFF TODAY AT THE DOOR OF YOUR EARS THE SAYINGS OF MY LIPS, IN WHICH ARE PORTRAYED THE COMING OF CHRIST WHICH HAS ALREADY BEEN, AND ALSO THAT WHICH IS YET TO BE; AND THE RESURRECTION, AND THE RESUSCITATION OF ALL MEN, AND THE SEPARATION WHICH IS TO BE MADE BETWEEN THE FAITHFUL AND THE UNBELIEVING; AND THE SORE PUNISHMENT WHICH IS RESERVED FOR THOSE WHO KNOW NOT GOD, AND THE BLESSED PROMISE OF FUTURE JOY WHICH THEY SHALL RECEIVE WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN CHRIST AND WORSHIPPED HIM AND HIS EXALTED FATHER, AND HAVE CONFESSED HIM AND HIS DIVINE SPIRIT. AND NOW IT IS MEET FOR US THAT I CONCLUDE MY PRESENT DISCOURSE; AND LET THOSE WHO HAVE ACCEPTED THE WORD OF CHRIST REMAIN WITH US, AND THOSE ALSO WHO ARE WILLING TO JOIN WITH US IN PRAYER; AND AFTERWARDS LET THEM GO TO THEIR HOMES. AND ADDÆUS THE APOSTLE WAS REJOICED TO SEE THAT A GREAT NUMBER OF THE POPULATION OF THE CITY STAYED WITH HIM; AND THEY WERE BUT FEW WHO DID NOT REMAIN AT THAT TIME, WHILE EVEN THOSE FEW NOT MANY DAYS AFTER ACCEPTED HIS WORDS AND BELIEVED IN THE GOSPEL SET FORTH IN THE PREACHING OF CHRIST. AND WHEN ADDÆUS THE APOSTLE HAD SPOKEN THESE THINGS BEFORE ALL THE TOWN OF EDESSA, AND KING ABGAR SAW THAT ALL THE CITY REJOICED IN HIS TEACHING, MEN AND WOMEN ALIKE, AND HEARD THEM SAYING TO HIM, TRUE AND FAITHFUL IS CHRIST WHO SENT YOU TO US— HE HIMSELF ALSO REJOICED GREATLY AT THIS, GIVING PRAISE TO GOD; BECAUSE, LIKE AS HE HAD HEARD FROM HANAN, HIS TABULARIUS, ABOUT CHRIST, SO HAD HE SEEN THE WONDERFUL MIGHTY-WORKS WHICH ADDÆUS THE APOSTLE DID IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST. AND ABGAR THE KING ALSO SAID TO HIM: ACCORDING AS I SENT TO CHRIST IN MY LETTER TO HIM, AND ACCORDING AS HE ALSO SENT TO ME, SO HAVE I ALSO RECEIVED FROM YOUR OWN SELF THIS DAY; SO WILL I BELIEVE ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE, AND IN THE SELFSAME THINGS WILL I CONTINUE AND MAKE MY BOAST, BECAUSE I KNOW ALSO THAT THERE IS NO OTHER POWER IN WHOSE NAME THESE SIGNS AND WONDERS ARE DONE BUT THE POWER OF CHRIST WHOM YOU PREACH IN VERITY AND IN TRUTH. AND HENCEFORTH HIM WILL I WORSHIP— I AND MY SON MAANU, AND AUGUSTINE, AND SHALMATH THE QUEEN. AND NOW, WHEREVER YOU DESIRE, BUILD A CHURCH, A PLACE OF MEETING FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED AND SHALL BELIEVE IN YOUR WORDS; AND, ACCORDING TO THE COMMAND GIVEN YOU BY YOUR LORD, MINISTER AT THE SEASONS WITH CONFIDENCE; TO THOSE ALSO WHO SHALL BE WITH YOU AS TEACHERS OF THIS GOSPEL I AM PREPARED TO GIVE LARGE DONATIONS, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY NOT HAVE ANY OTHER WORK BESIDE THE MINISTRY; AND WHATSOEVER IS REQUIRED BY YOU FOR THE EXPENSES OF THE BUILDING I MYSELF WILL GIVE YOU WITHOUT ANY RESTRICTION, WHILE YOUR WORD SHALL BE AUTHORITATIVE AND SOVEREIGN IN THIS TOWN; MOREOVER, WITHOUT THE INTERVENTION OF ANY OTHER PERSON DO YOU COME INTO MY PRESENCE AS ONE IN AUTHORITY, INTO THE PALACE OF MY ROYAL MAJESTY. AND WHEN ABGAR HAD GONE DOWN TO HIS ROYAL PALACE HE REJOICED, HE AND HIS PRINCES WITH HIM, ABDU SON OF ABDU, AND GARMAI, AND SHEMASHGRAM, AND ABUBAI, AND MEHERDATH, TOGETHER WITH THE OTHERS THEIR COMPANIONS, AT ALL THAT THEIR EYES HAD SEEN AND THEIR EARS ALSO HAD HEARD; AND IN THE GLADNESS OF THEIR HEART THEY TOO BEGAN TO PRAISE GOD FOR HAVING TURNED THEIR MIND TOWARDS HIM, RENOUNCING THE PAGANISM IN WHICH THEY HAD LIVED, AND CONFESSING THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. AND WHEN ADDÆUS HAD BUILT A CHURCH THEY PROCEEDED TO OFFER IN IT VOWS AND OBLATIONS, THEY AND THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY; AND THERE THEY CONTINUED TO PRESENT THEIR PRAISES ALL THE DAYS OF THEIR LIFE. AND AVIDA AND BARCALBA, WHO WERE CHIEF MEN AND RULERS, AND WORE THE ROYAL HEADBAND, DREW NEAR TO ADDÆUS, AND ASKED HIM ABOUT THE MATTER OF CHRIST, REQUESTING THAT HE WOULD TELL THEM HOW HE, THOUGH HE WAS GOD, APPEARED TO THEM AS A MAN: AND HOW, SAID THEY, WERE YE ABLE TO LOOK UPON HIM? AND HE PROCEEDED TO SATISFY THEM ALL ABOUT THIS, ABOUT ALL THAT THEIR EYES HAD SEEN AND ABOUT WHATSOEVER THEIR EARS HAD HEARD FROM HIM. MOREOVER, EVERYTHING THAT THE PROPHETS HAD SPOKEN CONCERNING HIM HE REPEATED BEFORE THEM, AND THEY RECEIVED HIS WORDS GLADLY AND WITH FAITH, AND THERE WAS NOT A MAN THAT WITHSTOOD HIM; FOR THE GLORIOUS DEEDS WHICH HE DID SUFFERED NOT ANY MAN TO WITHSTAND HIM. SHAVIDA, MOREOVER, AND EBEDNEBU, CHIEFS OF THE PRIESTS OF THIS TOWN, TOGETHER WITH PIROZ AND DILSU THEIR COMPANIONS, WHEN THEY HAD SEEN THE SIGNS WHICH HE DID, RAN AND THREW DOWN THE ALTARS ON WHICH THEY WERE ACCUSTOMED TO SACRIFICE BEFORE NEBU AND BEL, THEIR GODS, EXCEPT THE GREAT ALTAR WHICH WAS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE TOWN; AND THEY CRIED OUT AND SAID: VERILY THIS IS THE DISCIPLE OF THAT EMINENT AND GLORIOUS MASTER, CONCERNING WHOM WE HAVE HEARD ALL THAT HE DID IN THE COUNTRY OF PALESTINE. AND ALL THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN CHRIST DID ADDÆUS RECEIVE, AND BAPTIZED THEM IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND OF THE SON [JESUS], AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN]. AND THOSE WHO USED TO WORSHIP STONES AND STOCKS SAT AT HIS FEET, RECOVERED FROM THE MADNESS OF PAGANISM WHEREWITH THEY HAD BEEN AFFLICTED. JEWS ALSO, TRADERS IN FINE RAIMENT, WHO WERE FAMILIAR WITH THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS— THEY TOO WERE PERSUADED, AND BECAME DISCIPLES, AND CONFESSED CHRIST THAT HE IS THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD. BUT NEITHER DID KING ABGAR NOR YET THE APOSTLE ADDÆUS COMPEL ANY MAN BY FORCE TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST, BECAUSE WITHOUT THE FORCE OF MAN THE FORCE OF THE SIGNS COMPELLED MANY TO BELIEVE IN HIM. AND WITH AFFECTION DID THEY RECEIVE HIS DOCTRINE— ALL THIS COUNTRY OF MESOPOTAMIA, AND ALL THE REGIONS ROUND ABOUT IT. AGGÆUS, MOREOVER, WHO MADE THE SILKS AND HEADBANDS OF THE KING, AND PALUT, AND BARSHELAMA, AND BARSAMYA, TOGETHER WITH THE OTHERS THEIR COMPANIONS, CLAVE TO ADDÆUS THE APOSTLE; AND HE RECEIVED THEM, AND ASSOCIATED THEM WITH HIM IN THE MINISTRY, THEIR BUSINESS BEING TO READ IN THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE NEW, AND IN THE PROPHETS, AND IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, AND TO MEDITATE UPON THEM DAILY; STRICTLY CHARGING THEM TO LET THEIR BODIES BE PURE AND THEIR PERSONS HOLY, AS IS BECOMING IN MEN WHO STAND BEFORE THE ALTAR OF GOD. AND BE YE, SAID HE, FAR REMOVED FROM FALSE SWEARING AND FROM WICKED HOMICIDE, AND FROM DISHONEST TESTIMONY, WHICH IS CONNECTED WITH ADULTERY; AND FROM MAGIC ARTS, FOR WHICH THERE IS NO MERCY, AND FROM TRUTH-SAYING, AND DIVINATION, AND FORTUNE-TELLERS; AND FROM FATE AND NATIVITIES, OF WHICH THE DELUDED CHALDEANS MAKE THEIR BOAST; AND FROM THE STARS, AND THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC, IN WHICH THE FOOLISH PUT THEIR TRUST. AND PUT FAR FROM YOU, UNJUST PARTIALITY, AND BRIBES, AND PRESENTS, THROUGH WHICH THE INNOCENT ARE PRONOUNCED GUILTY. AND ALONG WITH THIS MINISTRY, TO WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN CALLED, SEE THAT YOU HAVE NO OTHER WORK BESIDES: FOR THE LORD IS THE WORK OF YOUR MINISTRY ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE. AND BE YE DILIGENT TO GIVE THE SEAL OF BAPTISM. AND BE NOT FOND OF THE GAINS OF THIS WORLD. AND HEAR YE A CAUSE WITH JUSTICE AND WITH TRUTH. AND BE YE NOT A STUMBLING-BLOCK TO THE BLIND, LEST THROUGH YOU SHOULD BE BLASPHEMED THE NAME OF HIM WHO OPENED THE EYES OF THE BLIND, ACCORDING AS WE HAVE SEEN. LET ALL, THEREFORE, WHO SEE YOU PERCEIVE THAT YOU YOURSELVES ARE IN HARMONY WITH WHATSOEVER YE PREACH AND TEACH. AND THEY MINISTERED WITH HIM IN THE CHURCH WHICH ADDÆUS HAD BUILT AT THE WORD AND COMMAND OF ABGAR THE KING, BEING FURNISHED WITH SUPPLIES BY THE KING AND HIS NOBLES, PARTLY FOR THE HOUSE OF GOD, AND PARTLY FOR THE SUPPLY OF THE POOR. MOREOVER, MUCH PEOPLE DAY BY DAY ASSEMBLED AND CAME TO THE PRAYERS OF THE SERVICE, AND TO THE READING OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, AND THE NEW OF THE DIATESSARON. THEY ALSO BELIEVED IN THE RESTORATION OF THE DEAD, AND BURIED THEIR DEPARTED IN THE HOPE OF RESUSCITATION. THE FESTIVALS OF THE CHURCH THEY ALSO OBSERVED IN THEIR SEASONS, AND WERE ASSIDUOUS EVERY DAY IN THE VIGILS OF THE CHURCH. AND THEY MADE VISITS OF ALMSGIVING, TO THE SICK AND TO THOSE THAT WERE WHOLE, ACCORDING TO THE INSTRUCTION OF ADDÆUS TO THEM. IN THE ENVIRONS, TOO, OF THE CITY CHURCHES WERE BUILT, AND MANY RECEIVED FROM HIM ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD. SO THAT EVEN PEOPLE OF THE EAST, IN THE GUISE OF MERCHANTS, PASSED OVER INTO THE TERRITORY OF THE ROMANS, THAT THEY MIGHT SEE THE SIGNS WHICH ADDÆUS DID. AND SUCH AS BECAME DISCIPLES RECEIVED FROM HIM ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD, AND IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY OF THE ASSYRIANS THEY INSTRUCTED THE PEOPLE OF THEIR NATION, AND ERECTED HOUSES OF PRAYER THERE IN SECRET, BY REASON OF THE DANGER FROM THOSE WHO WORSHIPPED FIRE AND PAID REVERENCE TO WATER. MOREOVER, NARSES, THE KING OF THE ASSYRIANS, WHEN HE HEARD OF THOSE SAME THINGS WHICH ADDÆUS THE APOSTLE HAD DONE, SENT A MESSAGE TO ABGAR THE KING: EITHER DISPATCH TO ME THE MAN WHO DOES THESE SIGNS BEFORE YOU, THAT I MAY SEE HIM AND HEAR HIS WORD, OR SEND ME AN ACCOUNT OF ALL THAT YOU HAVE SEEN HIM DO IN YOUR OWN TOWN. AND ABGAR WROTE TO NARSES, AND RELATED TO HIM THE WHOLE STORY OF THE DEEDS OF ADDÆUS FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE END; AND HE LEFT NOTHING WHICH HE DID NOT WRITE TO HIM. AND, WHEN NARSES HEARD THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE WRITTEN TO HIM, HE WAS ASTONISHED AND AMAZED. ABGAR THE KING, MOREOVER, BECAUSE HE WAS NOT ABLE TO PASS OVER INTO THE TERRITORY OF THE ROMANS, AND GO TO PALESTINE AND SLAY THE JEWS FOR HAVING CRUCIFIED CHRIST, WROTE A LETTER AND SENT IT TO TIBERIUS CÆSAR, WRITING IN IT THUS: KING ABGAR TO OUR LORD TIBERIUS CÆSAR: ALTHOUGH I KNOW THAT NOTHING IS HIDDEN FROM YOUR MAJESTY, I WRITE TO INFORM YOUR DREAD AND MIGHTY SOVEREIGNTY THAT THE JEWS WHO ARE UNDER YOUR DOMINION AND DWELL IN THE COUNTRY OF PALESTINE HAVE ASSEMBLED THEMSELVES TOGETHER AND CRUCIFIED CHRIST, WITHOUT ANY FAULT WORTHY OF DEATH, AFTER HE HAD DONE BEFORE THEM SIGNS AND WONDERS, AND HAD SHOWN THEM POWERFUL MIGHTY-WORKS, SO THAT HE EVEN RAISED THE DEAD TO LIFE FOR THEM; AND AT THE TIME THAT THEY CRUCIFIED HIM THE SUN BECAME DARKENED AND THE EARTH ALSO QUAKED, AND ALL CREATED THINGS TREMBLED AND QUAKED, AND, AS IF OF THEMSELVES, AT THIS DEED THE WHOLE CREATION AND THE INHABITANTS OF THE CREATION SHRANK AWAY. AND NOW YOUR MAJESTY KNOWS WHAT IT IS MEET FOR YOU TO COMMAND CONCERNING THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS WHO HAVE DONE THESE THINGS. AND TIBERIUS CÆSAR WROTE AND SENT TO KING ABGAR; AND THUS, DID HE WRITE TO HIM: THE LETTER OF YOUR FIDELITY TOWARDS ME I HAVE RECEIVED, AND IT HAS BEEN READ BEFORE ME. CONCERNING WHAT THE JEWS HAVE DARED TO DO IN THE MATTER OF THE CROSS, PILATE THE GOVERNOR ALSO HAS WRITTEN AND INFORMED AULBINUS MY PROCONSUL CONCERNING THESE SELFSAME THINGS OF WHICH YOU HAVE WRITTEN TO ME. BUT, BECAUSE A WAR WITH THE PEOPLE OF SPAIN, WHO HAVE REBELLED AGAINST ME, IS ON FOOT AT THIS TIME, ON THIS ACCOUNT I HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO AVENGE THIS MATTER; BUT I AM PREPARED, WHEN I SHALL HAVE LEISURE, TO ISSUE A COMMAND ACCORDING TO LAW AGAINST THE JEWS, WHO ACT NOT ACCORDING TO LAW. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, AS REGARDS PILATE ALSO, WHO WAS APPOINTED BY ME GOVERNOR THERE— I HAVE SENT ANOTHER IN HIS STEAD, AND DISMISSED HIM IN DISGRACE, BECAUSE HE DEPARTED FROM THE LAW, AND DID THE WILL OF THE JEWS, AND FOR THE GRATIFICATION OF THE JEWS CRUCIFIED CHRIST, WHO, ACCORDING TO WHAT I HEAR CONCERNING HIM, INSTEAD OF SUFFERING THE CROSS OF DEATH, DESERVED TO BE HONOURED AND WORSHIPPED BY THEM: AND MORE ESPECIALLY BECAUSE WITH THEIR OWN EYES THEY SAW EVERYTHING THAT HE DID. YET YOU, IN ACCORDANCE WITH YOUR FIDELITY TOWARDS ME, AND THE FAITHFUL COVENANT ENTERED INTO BY YOURSELF AND BY YOUR FATHERS, HAST DONE WELL IN WRITING TO ME THUS. AND ABGAR THE KING RECEIVED ARISTIDES, WHO HAD BEEN SENT BY TIBERIUS CÆSAR TO HIM; AND IN REPLY HE SENT HIM BACK WITH PRESENTS OF HONOUR SUITABLE FOR HIM WHO HAD SENT HIM TO HIM. AND FROM EDESSA HE WENT TO THICUNTHA, WHERE CLAUDIUS, THE SECOND FROM THE EMPEROR, WAS; AND FROM THENCE, AGAIN, HE WENT TO ARTICA, WHERE TIBERIUS CÆSAR WAS: CAIUS, MOREOVER, WAS GUARDING THE REGIONS ROUND ABOUT CÆSAR. AND ARISTIDES HIMSELF ALSO RELATED BEFORE TIBERIUS CONCERNING THE MIGHTY-WORKS WHICH ADDÆUS HAD DONE BEFORE ABGAR THE KING. AND WHEN HE HAD LEISURE FROM THE WAR HE SENT AND PUT TO DEATH SOME OF THE CHIEF MEN OF THE JEWS WHO WERE IN PALESTINE. AND, WHEN ABGAR THE KING HEARD OF THIS, HE REJOICED GREATLY THAT THE JEWS HAD RECEIVED PUNISHMENT, AS IT WAS RIGHT. AND SOME YEARS AFTER ADDÆUS THE APOSTLE HAD BUILT THE CHURCH IN EDESSA, AND HAD FURNISHED IT WITH EVERYTHING THAT WAS SUITABLE FOR IT, AND HAD MADE DISCIPLES OF A GREAT NUMBER OF THE POPULATION OF THE CITY, HE FURTHER BUILT CHURCHES IN THE VILLAGES ALSO— BOTH THOSE WHICH WERE AT A DISTANCE AND THOSE WHICH WERE NEAR, AND FINISHED AND ADORNED THEM, AND APPOINTED IN THEM DEACONS AND ELDERS, AND INSTRUCTED IN THEM THOSE WHO SHOULD READ THE SCRIPTURES, AND TAUGHT THE ORDINANCES AND THE MINISTRY WITHOUT AND WITHIN. AFTER ALL THESE THINGS HE FELL ILL OF THE SICKNESS OF WHICH HE DEPARTED FROM THIS WORLD. AND HE CALLED FOR AGGÆUS BEFORE THE WHOLE ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH, AND BADE HIM DRAW NEAR, AND MADE HIM GUIDE AND RULER IN HIS STEAD. AND PALUT, WHO WAS A DEACON, HE MADE ELDER; AND ABSHELAMA, WHO WAS A SCRIBE, HE MADE DEACON. AND, THE NOBLES AND CHIEF MEN BEING ASSEMBLED, AND STANDING NEAR HIM— BARCALBA SON OF ZATI, AND MARYHAB SON OF BARSHEMASH, AND SENAC SON OF AVIDA, AND PIROZ SON OF PATRIC, TOGETHER WITH THE REST OF THEIR COMPANIONS— ADDÆUS THE APOSTLE SAID TO THEM:—YOU KNOW AND ARE WITNESS, ALL OF YOU WHO HEAR ME, THAT, ACCORDING TO ALL THAT I HAVE PREACHED TO YOU AND TAUGHT YOU AND YOU HAVE HEARD FROM ME, EVEN SO HAVE I BEHAVED MYSELF IN THE MIDST OF YOU, AND YOU HAVE SEEN IT IN DEEDS ALSO: BECAUSE OUR LORD THUS CHARGED US, THAT, WHATSOEVER WE PREACH IN WORDS BEFORE THE PEOPLE, WE SHOULD PRACTISE IT IN DEEDS BEFORE ALL MEN. AND, DO ALSO ACCORDING TO THE ORDINANCES AND LAWS WHICH WERE APPOINTED BY THE DISCIPLES IN JERUSALEM, AND BY WHICH MY FELLOW APOSTLES ALSO GUIDED THEIR CONDUCT — TURN NOT ASIDE FROM THEM, NOR DIMINISH ANYTHING FROM THEM: EVEN AS I ALSO AM GUIDED BY THEM AMONG YOU, AND HAVE NOT TURNED ASIDE FROM THEM TO THE RIGHT HAND OR TO THE LEFT, LEST I SHOULD BECOME ESTRANGED FROM THE PROMISED SALVATION WHICH IS RESERVED FOR SUCH AS ARE GUIDED BY THEM. GIVE HEED, THEREFORE, TO THIS MINISTRY WHICH YOU HOLD, AND WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING CONTINUE IN IT, AND MINISTER EVERY DAY. MINISTER NOT IN IT WITH NEGLECTFUL HABITS, BUT WITH THE DISCREETNESS OF FAITH; AND LET NOT THE PRAISES OF CHRIST CEASE OUT OF YOUR MOUTH, NOR LET WEARINESS OF PRAYER AT THE STATED TIMES COME UPON YOU. GIVE HEED TO THE VERITY WHICH YOU HOLD, AND TO THE TEACHING OF THE TRUTH WHICH YOU HAVE RECEIVED, AND TO THE INHERITANCE OF SALVATION WHICH I COMMIT TO YOU: BECAUSE BEFORE THE TRIBUNAL OF CHRIST WILL YOU HAVE TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF IT, WHEN HE MAKES RECKONING WITH THE SHEPHERDS AND OVERSEERS, AND WHEN HE TAKES HIS MONEY FROM THE TRADERS WITH THE ADDITION OF THE GAINS. FOR HE IS THE SON OF A KING, AND GOES TO RECEIVE A KINGDOM AND RETURN; AND HE WILL COME AND MAKE A RESUSCITATION TO LIFE FOR ALL MEN, AND THEN WILL HE SIT UPON THE THRONE OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND JUDGE THE DEAD AND THE LIVING, AS HE SAID TO US. LET NOT THE SECRET EYE OF YOUR MINDS BE CLOSED BY PRIDE, LEST YOUR STUMBLING-BLOCKS BE MANY IN THE WAY IN WHICH THERE ARE NO STUMBLING-BLOCKS, BUT A HATEFUL WANDERING IN ITS PATHS. SEEK YE THOSE THAT ARE LOST, AND DIRECT THOSE THAT GO ASTRAY, AND REJOICE IN THOSE THAT ARE FOUND; BIND UP THE BRUISED, AND WATCH OVER THE FATLINGS: BECAUSE AT YOUR HANDS WILL THE SHEEP OF CHRIST BE REQUIRED. LOOK YE NOT FOR THE HONOUR THAT PASSES AWAY: FOR THE SHEPHERD THAT LOOKS TO RECEIVE HONOUR FROM HIS FLOCK— SADLY, SADLY STANDS HIS FLOCK WITH RESPECT TO HIM. LET YOUR CONCERN BE GREAT FOR THE YOUNG LAMBS, WHOSE ANGELS BEHOLD THE FACE OF THE FATHER WHO IS UNSEEN. AND BE YE NOT STONES OF STUMBLING BEFORE THE BLIND, BUT CLEARERS OF THE WAY AND THE PATHS IN A RUGGED COUNTRY, AMONG THE JEWS THE CRUCIFIERS, AND THE DELUDED PAGANS: FOR WITH THESE TWO PARTIES HAVE YE TO FIGHT, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY SHOW THE TRUTH OF THE FAITH WHICH YOU HOLD; AND, THOUGH YE BE SILENT, YOUR MODEST AND DECOROUS APPEARANCE WILL FIGHT FOR YOU AGAINST THOSE WHO HATE TRUTH AND LOVE FALSEHOOD. BUFFET NOT THE POOR IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RICH: FOR SCOURGE GRIEVOUS ENOUGH FOR THEM IS THEIR POVERTY. BE NOT BEGUILED BY THE HATEFUL DEVICES OF SATAN, LEST YE BE STRIPPED NAKED OF THE FAITH WHICH YOU HAVE PUT ON...AND WITH THE JEWS, THE CRUCIFIERS, WE WILL HAVE NO FELLOWSHIP. AND THIS INHERITANCE WHICH WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM YOU WE WILL NOT LET GO, BUT IN THAT WILL WE DEPART OUT OF THIS WORLD; AND ON THE DAY OF OUR LORD, BEFORE THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, THERE WILL HE RESTORE TO US THIS INHERITANCE, EVEN AS YOU HAVE TOLD US. AND, WHEN THESE THINGS HAD BEEN SPOKEN, ABGAR THE KING ROSE UP, HE AND HIS CHIEF MEN AND HIS NOBLES, AND HE WENT TO HIS PALACE, ALL OF THEM BEING DISTRESSED FOR HIM BECAUSE HE WAS DYING. AND HE SENT TO HIM NOBLE AND EXCELLENT APPAREL, THAT HE MIGHT BE BURIED IN IT. AND, WHEN ADDÆUS SAW IT, HE SENT TO HIM, SAYING: IN MY LIFETIME I HAVE NOT TAKEN ANYTHING FROM YOU, NOR WILL I NOW AT MY DEATH TAKE ANYTHING FROM YOU, NOR WILL I FRUSTRATE THE WORD OF CHRIST WHICH HE SPOKE TO US: ACCEPT NOT ANYTHING FROM ANY MAN, AND POSSESS NOT ANYTHING IN THIS WORLD. AND THREE DAYS MORE AFTER THESE THINGS HAD BEEN SPOKEN BY ADDÆUS THE APOSTLE, AND HE HAD HEARD AND RECEIVED THE TESTIMONY CONCERNING THE TEACHING SET FORTH IN THEIR PREACHING FROM THOSE ENGAGED WITH HIM IN THE MINISTRY, IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL THE NOBLES HE DEPARTED OUT OF THIS WORLD. AND THAT DAY WAS THE FIFTH OF THE WEEK, AND THE FOURTEENTH OF THE MONTH IYAR, NEARLY ANSWERING TO MAY. AND THE WHOLE CITY WAS IN GREAT MOURNING AND BITTER ANGUISH FOR HIM. NOR WAS IT THE CHRISTIANS ONLY THAT WERE DISTRESSED FOR HIM, BUT THE JEWS ALSO, AND THE PAGANS, WHO WERE IN THIS SAME TOWN. BUT ABGAR THE KING WAS DISTRESSED FOR HIM MORE THAN ANY ONE, HE AND THE PRINCES OF HIS KINGDOM. AND IN THE SADNESS OF HIS SOUL HE DESPISED AND LAID ASIDE THE MAGNIFICENCE OF HIS KINGLY STATE ON THAT DAY, AND WITH TEARS MINGLED WITH MOANS HE BEWAILED HIM WITH ALL MEN. AND ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY THAT SAW HIM WERE AMAZED TO SEE HOW GREATLY HE SUFFERED ON HIS ACCOUNT. AND WITH GREAT AND SURPASSING POMP HE BORE HIM, AND BURIED HIM LIKE ONE OF THE PRINCES WHEN HE DIES; AND HE LAID HIM IN A GRAND SEPULCHRE ADORNED WITH SCULPTURE WROUGHT BY THE FINGERS— THAT IN WHICH WERE LAID THOSE OF THE HOUSE OF ARIU, THE ANCESTORS OF ABGAR THE KING: THERE HE LAID HIM SORROWFULLY, WITH SADNESS AND GREAT DISTRESS. AND ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH WENT THERE FROM TIME TO TIME AND PRAYED FERVENTLY; AND THEY KEPT UP THE REMEMBRANCE OF HIS DEPARTURE FROM YEAR TO YEAR, ACCORDING TO THE COMMAND AND DIRECTION WHICH HAD BEEN RECEIVED BY THEM FROM ADDÆUS THE APOSTLE, AND ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF AGGÆUS, WHO HIMSELF BECAME GUIDE AND RULER, AND THE SUCCESSOR OF HIS SEAT AFTER HIM, BY THE ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED FROM HIM IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL MEN. HE TOO, WITH THE SAME ORDINATION WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED FROM HIM, MADE PRIESTS AND GUIDES IN THE WHOLE OF THIS COUNTRY OF MESOPOTAMIA. FOR THEY ALSO, IN LIKE MANNER AS ADDÆUS THE APOSTLE, HELD FAST HIS WORD, AND LISTENED TO AND RECEIVED IT, AS GOOD AND FAITHFUL SUCCESSORS OF THE APOSTLE OF THE ADORABLE CHRIST. BUT SILVER AND GOLD HE TOOK NOT FROM ANY MAN, NOR DID THE GIFTS OF THE PRINCES COME NEAR HIM: FOR, INSTEAD OF RECEIVING GOLD AND SILVER, HE HIMSELF ENRICHED THE CHURCH OF CHRIST WITH THE SOULS OF BELIEVERS. MOREOVER, AS REGARDS THE ENTIRE STATE OF THE MEN AND THE WOMEN, THEY WERE CHASTE AND CIRCUMSPECT, AND HOLY AND PURE: FOR THEY LIVED LIKE ANCHORITES AND CHASTELY, WITHOUT SPOT— IN CIRCUMSPECT WATCHFULNESS TOUCHING THE MINISTRY, IN THEIR SYMPATHY TOWARD THE POOR, IN THEIR VISITATIONS TO THE SICK: FOR THEIR FOOTSTEPS WERE FRAUGHT WITH PRAISE FROM THOSE WHO SAW THEM, AND THEIR CONDUCT WAS ARRAYED IN COMMENDATION FROM STRANGERS— SO THAT EVEN THE PRIESTS OF THE HOUSE OF NEBU AND BEL DIVIDED THE HONOUR WITH THEM AT ALL TIMES, BY REASON OF THEIR DIGNIFIED ASPECT, THEIR TRUTHFUL WORDS, THEIR FRANKNESS OF SPEECH ARISING FROM THEIR NOBLE NATURE, WHICH WAS NEITHER SUBSERVIENT THROUGH COVETOUSNESS NOR IN BONDAGE UNDER THE FEAR OF BLAME. FOR THERE WAS NO ONE WHO SAW THEM THAT DID NOT RUN TO MEET THEM, THAT HE MIGHT SALUTE THEM RESPECTFULLY, BECAUSE THE VERY SIGHT OF THEM SHED PEACE UPON THE BEHOLDEN: FOR JUST LIKE A NET WERE THEIR WORDS OF GENTLENESS SPREAD OVER THE CONTUMACIOUS, AND THEY ENTERED WITHIN THE FOLD OF TRUTH AND VERITY. FOR THERE WAS NO MAN WHO SAW THEM THAT WAS ASHAMED OF THEM, BECAUSE THEY DID NOTHING THAT WAS NOT ACCORDANT WITH RECTITUDE AND PROPRIETY. AND IN CONSEQUENCE OF THESE THINGS THEIR BEARING WAS FEARLESS AS THEY PUBLISHED THEIR TEACHING TO ALL MEN. FOR, WHATSOEVER THEY SAID TO OTHERS AND ENJOINED ON THEM, THEY THEMSELVES EXHIBITED IN PRACTICE IN THEIR OWN PERSONS; AND THE HEARERS, WHO SAW THAT THEIR ACTIONS WENT ALONG WITH THEIR WORDS, WITHOUT MUCH PERSUASION BECAME THEIR DISCIPLES, AND CONFESSED THE KING CHRIST, PRAISING GOD FOR HAVING TURNED THEM TOWARDS HIM. AND SOME YEARS AFTER THE DEATH OF ABGAR THE KING, THERE AROSE ONE OF HIS CONTUMACIOUS SONS, WHO WAS NOT FAVOURABLE TO PEACE; AND HE SENT WORD TO AGGÆUS, AS HE WAS SITTING IN THE CHURCH: MAKE ME A HEADBAND OF GOLD, SUCH AS YOU USED TO MAKE FOR MY FATHERS IN FORMER TIMES. AGGÆUS SENT TO HIM: I WILL NOT GIVE UP THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST, WHICH WAS COMMITTED TO ME BY THE DISCIPLE OF CHRIST, AND MAKE A HEADBAND OF WICKEDNESS. AND, WHEN HE SAW THAT HE DID NOT COMPLY, HE SENT AND BROKE HIS LEGS AS HE WAS SITTING IN THE CHURCH EXPOUNDING. AND AS HE WAS DYING, HE ADJURED PALUT AND ABSHELAMA: IN THIS HOUSE, FOR WHOSE TRUTH'S SAKE, LO! I AM DYING, LAY ME AND BURY ME. AND, EVEN AS HE HAD ADJURED THEM, SO DID THEY LAY HIM— INSIDE THE MIDDLE DOOR OF THE CHURCH, BETWEEN THE MEN AND THE WOMEN. AND THERE WAS GREAT AND BITTER MOURNING IN ALL THE CHURCH, AND IN ALL THE CITY— OVER AND ABOVE THE ANGUISH AND THE MOURNING WHICH THERE HAD BEEN WITHIN THE CHURCH, SUCH AS HAD BEEN THE MOURNING WHEN ADDÆUS THE APOSTLE HIMSELF DIED. AND, IN CONSEQUENCE OF HIS DYING SUDDENLY AND QUICKLY AT THE BREAKING OF HIS LEGS, HE WAS NOT ABLE TO LAY HIS HAND UPON PALUT. PALUT WENT TO ANTIOCH, AND RECEIVED ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD FROM SERAPION BISHOP OF ANTIOCH; BY WHICH SERAPION HIMSELF ALSO ORDINATION HAD BEEN RECEIVED FROM ZEPHYRINUS BISHOP OF THE CITY OF ROME, IN THE SUCCESSION OF THE ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD FROM SIMON CEPHAS, WHO HAD RECEIVED IT FROM OUR LORD, AND WAS BISHOP THERE IN ROME TWENTY-FIVE YEARS IN THE DAYS OF THE CÆSAR WHO REIGNED THERE THIRTEEN YEARS. AND, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM WHICH EXISTS IN THE KINGDOM OF ABGAR THE KING, AND IN ALL KINGDOMS, THAT WHATSOEVER THE KING COMMANDS AND WHATSOEVER IS SPOKEN IN HIS PRESENCE IS COMMITTED TO WRITING AND DEPOSITED AMONG THE RECORDS, SO ALSO DID LABUBNA, SON OF SENAC, SON OF EBEDSHADDAI, THE KING'S SCRIBE, WRITE THESE THINGS ALSO RELATING TO ADDÆUS THE APOSTLE FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE END, WHILE HANAN ALSO THE TABULARIUS, A SHARIR OF THE KINGS, SET-TO HIS HAND IN WITNESS, AND DEPOSITED THE WRITING AMONG THE RECORDS OF THE KINGS, WHERE THE ORDINANCES AND LAWS ARE DEPOSITED, AND WHERE THE CONTRACTS OF THE BUYERS AND SELLERS ARE KEPT WITH CARE, WITHOUT ANY NEGLIGENCE WHATEVER. HERE ENDS THE TEACHING OF ADDÆUS THE APOSTLE, WHICH HE PROCLAIMED IN EDESSA, THE FAITHFUL CITY OF ABGAR, THE FAITHFUL KING.
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THE CORPUS HERMETICUM HOLY TEXTS
CORPUS HERMETICUM I.
PŒMANDRES, THE SHEPHERD OF MEN
(TEXT: R. 328-338; P. 1-18; PAT. 5B-8.) 1. IT CHANCED ONCE ON A TIME MY MIND WAS MEDITATING ON THE THINGS THAT ARE, MY THOUGHT WAS RAISED TO A GREAT HEIGHT, THE SENSES OF MY BODY BEING HELD BACK—JUST AS MEN ARE WHO ARE WEIGHED DOWN WITH SLEEP AFTER A FILL OF FOOD, OR FROM FATIGUE OF BODY. METHOUGHT A BEING MORE THAN VAST, IN SIZE BEYOND ALL BOUNDS, CALLED OUT MY NAME AND SAITH: WHAT WOULDST THOU HEAR AND SEE, AND WHAT HAST THOU IN MIND TO LEARN AND KNOW? 
2. AND I DO SAY: WHO ART THOU? HE SAITH: I AM MAN-SHEPHERD, MIND OF ALL-MASTERHOOD; I KNOW WHAT THOU DESIREST AND I’M WITH THEE EVERYWHERE.
3. [AND] I REPLY: I LONG TO LEARN THE THINGS THAT ARE, AND COMPREHEND THEIR NATURE, AND KNOW GOD. THIS IS, I SAID, WHAT I DESIRE TO HEAR. HE ANSWERED BACK TO ME: HOLD IN THY MIND ALL THOU WOULDST KNOW, AND I WILL TEACH THEE.
4. E’EN WITH THESE WORDS HIS ASPECT CHANGED, AND STRAIGHTWAY, IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE, ALL THINGS WERE OPENED TO ME, AND I SEE A VISION LIMITLESS, ALL THINGS TURNED INTO LIGHT, SWEET, JOYOUS [LIGHT]. AND I BECAME TRANSPORTED AS I GAZED. BUT IN A LITTLE WHILE DARKNESS CAME SETTLING DOWN ON PART [OF IT], AWESOME AND GLOOMY, COILING IN SINUOUS FOLDS, SO THAT METHOUGHT IT LIKE UNTO A SNAKE. AND THEN THE DARKNESS CHANGED INTO SOME SORT OF A MOIST NATURE, TOSSED ABOUT BEYOND ALL POWER OF WORDS, BELCHING OUT SMOKE AS FROM A FIRE, AND GROANING FORTH A WAILING SOUND THAT BEGGARS ALL DESCRIPTION. [AND] AFTER THAT AN OUTCRY INARTICULATE CAME FORTH FROM IT, AS THOUGH IT WERE A VOICE OF FIRE.
5. [THEREON] OUT OF THE LIGHT...A HOLY WORD (LOGOS) DESCENDED ON THAT NATURE. AND UPWARDS TO THE HEIGHT FROM THE MOIST NATURE LEAPED FORTH PURE FIRE; LIGHT WAS IT, SWIFT AND ACTIVE TOO. THE AIR, TOO, BEING LIGHT, FOLLOWED AFTER THE FIRE; FROM OUT THE EARTH-AND-WATER RISING UP TO FIRE SO THAT IT SEEMED TO HANG THEREFROM. BUT EARTH-AND-WATER STAYED SO MINGLED EACH WITH OTHER, THAT EARTH FROM WATER NO ONE COULD DISCERN. YET WERE THEY MOVED TO HEAR BY REASON OF THE SPIRIT-WORD (LOGOS) PERVADING THEM.
6. THEN SAITH TO ME MAN-SHEPHERD: DIDST UNDERSTAND THIS VISION WHAT IT MEANS? NAY; THAT SHALL I KNOW, I SAID. THAT LIGHT, HE SAID, AM I, THY GOD, MIND, PRIOR TO MOIST NATURE WHICH APPEARED FROM DARKNESS; THE LIGHT-WORD (LOGOS) [THAT APPEARED] FROM MIND IS SON OF GOD. WHAT THEN? SAY I. KNOW THAT WHAT SEES IN THEE AND HEARS IS THE LORD’S WORD (LOGOS); BUT MIND IS FATHER-GOD. NOT SEPARATE ARE THEY THE ONE FROM OTHER; JUST IN THEIR UNION [RATHER] IS IT LIFE CONSISTS. THANKS BE TO THEE, I SAID. SO, UNDERSTAND THE LIGHT [HE ANSWERED], AND MAKE FRIENDS WITH IT.
7. AND SPEAKING THUS HE GAZED FOR LONG INTO MY EYES, SO THAT I TREMBLED AT THE LOOK OF HIM. BUT WHEN HE RAISED HIS HEAD, I SEE IN MIND THE LIGHT, [BUT] NOW IN POWERS NO MAN COULD NUMBER, AND COSMOS GROWN BEYOND ALL BOUNDS, AND THAT THE FIRE WAS COMPASSED ROUND ABOUT BY A MOST MIGHTY POWER, AND [NOW] SUBDUED HAD COME UNTO A STAND. AND WHEN I SAW THESE THINGS I UNDERSTOOD BY REASON OF MAN-SHEPHERD’S WORD (LOGOS).
8. BUT AS I WAS IN GREAT ASTONISHMENT, HE SAITH TO ME AGAIN: THOU DIDST BEHOLD IN MIND THE ARCHETYPAL FORM WHOSE BEING IS BEFORE BEGINNING WITHOUT END. THUS, SPAKE TO ME MAN-SHEPHERD. AND I SAY: WHENCE THEN HAVE NATURE’S ELEMENTS THEIR BEING? TO THIS HE ANSWER GIVES: FROM WILL OF GOD. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] [NATURE RECEIVED THE WORD (LOGOS), AND GAZING ON THE COSMOS BEAUTIFUL DID COPY IT, MAKING HERSELF INTO A COSMOS, BY MEANS OF HER OWN ELEMENTS AND BY THE BIRTHS OF SOULS.
9. AND GOD-THE-MIND, BEING MALE AND FEMALE BOTH, AS LIGHT AND LIFE SUBSISTING, BROUGHT FORTH ANOTHER MIND TO GIVE THINGS FORM, WHO, GOD AS HE WAS OF FIRE AND SPIRIT, FORMED SEVEN RULERS WHO ENCLOSE THE COSMOS THAT THE SENSE PERCEIVES. MEN CALL THEIR RULING FATE.  
10. STRAIGHTWAY FROM OUT THE DOWNWARD ELEMENTS GOD’S REASON (LOGOS) LEAPED UP TO NATURE’S PURE FORMATION, AND WAS AT-ONED WITH THE FORMATIVE MIND; FOR IT WAS CO-ESSENTIAL WITH IT. AND NATURE’S DOWNWARD ELEMENTS WERE THUS LEFT REASON-LESS, SO AS TO BE PURE MATTER.
11. THEN THE FORMATIVE MIND ([AT-ONED] WITH REASON), HE WHO SURROUNDS THE SPHERES AND SPINS THEM WITH HIS WHIRL, SET TURNING HIS FORMATIONS, AND LET THEM TURN FROM A BEGINNING BOUNDLESS UNTO AN ENDLESS END. FOR THAT THE CIRCULATION F THESE [SPHERES] BEGINS WHERE IT DOTH END, AS MIND DOTH WILL. AND FROM THE DOWNWARD ELEMENTS NATURE BROUGHT FORTH LIVES REASON-LESS; FOR HE DID NOT EXTEND THE REASON (LOGOS) [TO THEM]. THE AIR BROUGHT FORTH THINGS WINGED; THE WATER THINGS THAT SWIM, AND EARTH-AND-WATER ONE FROM ANOTHER PARTED, AS MIND WILLED. AND FROM HER BOSOM EARTH PRODUCED WHAT LIVES SHE HAD, FOUR-FOOTED THINGS AND REPTILES, BEASTS WILD AND TAME.
[bookmark: fr_20][bookmark: fr_21]12. BUT ALL-FATHER MIND, BEING LIFE AND LIGHT, DID BRING FORTH MAN CO-EQUAL TO HIMSELF, WITH WHOM HE FELL IN LOVE, AS BEING HIS OWN CHILD; FOR HE WAS BEAUTIFUL BEYOND COMPARE, THE IMAGE OF HIS SIRE. IN VERY TRUTH, GOD FELL IN LOVE WITH HIS OWN FORM; AND ON HIM DID BESTOW ALL OF HIS OWN FORMATIONS.
[bookmark: fr_22][bookmark: fr_23][bookmark: fr_24][bookmark: fr_25][bookmark: fr_26][bookmark: fr_27][bookmark: fr_28]13. AND WHEN HE GAZED UPON WHAT THE ENFORMER HAD CREATED IN THE FATHER, [MAN] TOO WISHED TO ENFORM; AND [SO] ASSENT WAS GIVEN HIM BY THE FATHER. CHANGING HIS STATE TO THE FORMATIVE SPHERE, IN THAT HE WAS TO HAVE HIS WHOLE AUTHORITY, HE GAZED UPON HIS BROTHER’S CREATURES. THEY FELL IN LOVE WITH HIM, AND GAVE HIM EACH A SHARE OF HIS OWN ORDERING. AND AFTER THAT HE HAD WELL-LEARNED THEIR ESSENCE AND HAD BECOME A SHARER IN THEIR NATURE, HE HAD A MIND TO BREAK RIGHT THROUGH THE BOUNDARY OF THEIR SPHERES, AND TO SUBDUE THE MIGHT OF THAT WHICH PRESSED UPON THE FIRE.  
[bookmark: fr_29][bookmark: fr_30][bookmark: fr_31]14. SO HE WHO HATH THE WHOLE AUTHORITY O’ER [ALL] THE MORTALS IN THE COSMOS AND O’ER ITS, LIVES IRRATIONAL, BENT HIS FACE DOWNWARDS THROUGH THE HARMONY, BREAKING RIGHT THROUGH ITS STRENGTH, AND SHOWED TO DOWNWARD NATURE GOD’S FAIR FORM. AND WHEN SHE SAW THAT FORM OF BEAUTY WHICH CAN NEVER SATIATE, AND HIM WHO [NOW] POSSESSED WITHIN HIMSELF EACH SINGLE ENERGY OF [ALL SEVEN] RULERS AS WELL AS GOD’S [OWN] FORM, SHE SMILED WITH LOVE; FOR ’TWAS AS THOUGH SHE’D SEEN THE IMAGE OF MAN’S FAIREST FORM UPON HER WATER, HIS SHADOW ON HER EARTH. HE IN HIS TURN BEHOLDING THE FORM LIKE TO HIMSELF, EXISTING IN HER, IN HER WATER, LOVED IT AND WILLED TO LIVE IN IT; AND WITH THE WILL CAME ACT, AND [SO] HE VIVIFIED THE FORM DEVOID OF REASON. AND NATURE TOOK THE OBJECT OF HER LOVE AND WOUND HERSELF COMPLETELY ROUND HIM, AND THEY WERE INTERMINGLED, FOR THEY WERE LOVERS.
[bookmark: fr_32]15. AND THIS IS WHY BEYOND ALL CREATURES ON THE EARTH MAN IS TWOFOLD; MORTAL BECAUSE OF BODY, BUT BECAUSE OF THE ESSENTIAL MAN IMMORTAL. THOUGH DEATHLESS AND POSSESSED OF SWAY OVER ALL, YET DOTH HE, SUFFER AS A MORTAL DOTH, SUBJECT TO FATE. THUS, THOUGH ABOVE THE HARMONY, WITHIN THE HARMONY HE HATH BECOME A SLAVE. THOUGH MALE-FEMALE, AS FROM A FATHER MALE-FEMALE, AND THOUGH HE’S SLEEPLESS FROM A SLEEPLESS [SIRE], YET IS HE OVERCOME [BY SLEEP].
[bookmark: fr_33][bookmark: fr_34][bookmark: fr_35][bookmark: fr_36][bookmark: fr_37][bookmark: fr_38][bookmark: fr_39]16. THEREON [I SAY: TEACH ON], O MIND OF ME, FOR I MYSELF AS WELL AM AMOROUS OF THE WORD (LOGOS). THE SHEPHERD SAID: THIS IS THE MYSTERY KEPT HID UNTIL THIS DAY. NATURE EMBRACED BY MAN BROUGHT FORTH A WONDER, OH SO WONDERFUL. FOR AS HE HAD THE NATURE OF THE CONCORD OF THE SEVEN, WHO, AS I SAID TO THEE, [WERE MADE] OF FIRE AND SPIRIT NATURE DELAYED NOT, BUT IMMEDIATELY BROUGHT FORTH SEVEN “MEN,” IN CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE NATURES OF THE SEVEN, MALE-FEMALE AND MOVING IN THE AIR. THEREON [I SAID]: O SHEPHERD...FOR NOW, I’M FILLED WITH GREAT DESIRE AND LONG TO HEAR; DO NOT RUN OFF. THE SHEPHERD SAID: KEEP SILENCE, FOR NOT AS YET HAVE I UNROLLED FOR THEE THE FIRST DISCOURSE (LOGOS). LO! I AM STILL, I SAID. 
[bookmark: fr_40]17. IN SUCH WISE THEN, AS I HAVE SAID, THE GENERATION OF THESE SEVEN CAME TO PASS. EARTH WAS AS WOMAN, HER WATER FILLED WITH LONGING; RIPENESS SHE TOOK FROM FIRE, SPIRIT FROM ÆTHER. NATURE THUS BROUGHT FORTH FRAMES TO SUIT THE FORM OF MAN. AND MAN, FROM LIFE AND LIGHT CHANGED INTO SOUL AND MIND, FROM LIFE TO SOUL, FROM LIGHT TO MIND. AND THUS, CONTINUED ALL THE SENSE-WORLD’S PARTS UNTIL THE PERIOD OF THEIR END AND NEW BEGINNINGS.
[bookmark: fr_41][bookmark: fr_42]18. NOW LISTEN TO THE REST OF THE DISCOURSE (LOGOS) WHICH THOU DOST LONG TO HEAR. THE PERIOD BEING ENDED, THE BOND THAT BOUND THEM ALL WAS LOOSENED BY GOD’S WILL. FOR ALL THE ANIMALS BEING MALE-FEMALE, AT THE SAME TIME WITH MAN WERE LOOSED APART; SOME BECAME PARTLY MALE, SOME IN LIKE FASHION [PARTLY] FEMALE. AND STRAIGHTWAY GOD SPAKE BY HIS HOLY WORD (LOGOS): “INCREASE YE IN INCREASING, AND MULTIPLY IN MULTITUDE, YE CREATURES AND CREATIONS ALL; AND MAN, THAT HATH MIND IN HIM, LET HIM LEARN TO KNOW THAT HE HIMSELF IS DEATHLESS, AND THAT THE CAUSE OF DEATH IS LOVE, THOUGH LOVE IS ALL.”  
[bookmark: fr_43][bookmark: page_13][bookmark: fr_44]19. WHEN HE SAID THIS, HIS FORETHOUGHT DID BY MEANS OF FATE AND HARMONY EFFECT THEIR COUPLINGS AND THEIR GENERATIONS FOUNDED. AND SO, ALL THINGS WERE MULTIPLIED ACCORDING TO THEIR KIND. AND HE WHO THUS HATH LEARNED TO KNOW HIMSELF, HATH REACHED THAT GOOD WHICH DOTH TRANSCEND ABUNDANCE; BUT HE WHO THROUGH A LOVE THAT LEADS ASTRAY, EXPENDS HIS LOVE UPON HIS BODY, HE STAYS IN DARKNESS WANDERING, AND SUFFERING THROUGH HIS SENSES THINGS OF DEATH.
[bookmark: fr_45][bookmark: fr_46]20. WHAT IS THE SO GREAT FAULT, SAID I, THE IGNORANT COMMIT, THAT THEY SHOULD BE DEPRIVED OF DEATHLESSNESS? THOU SEEM’ST, HE SAID, O THOU, NOT TO HAVE GIVEN HEED TO WHAT THOU HEARDEST. DID NOT I BID THEE THINK? YEA, DO I THINK, AND I REMEMBER, AND THEREFORE GIVE THEE THANKS. IF THOU DIDST THINK [THEREON], [SAID HE], TELL ME: WHY DO THEY MERIT DEATH WHO ARE IN DEATH? IT IS BECAUSE THE GLOOMY DARKNESS IS THE ROOT AND BASE OF THE MATERIAL FRAME; FROM IT CAME THE MOIST NATURE; FROM THIS THE BODY IN THE SENSE-WORLD WAS COMPOSED; AND FROM THIS [BODY] DEATH DOTH THE WATER DRAIN. 
21. RIGHT WAS THY THOUGHT, O THOU! BUT HOW DOTH “HE WHO KNOWS HIMSELF, GO UNTO HIM,” AS GOD’S WORD (LOGOS) HATH DECLARED? AND I REPLY: THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSALS DOTH CONSIST OF LIGHT AND LIFE, AND FROM HIM MAN WAS BORN. THOU SAYEST WELL, [THUS] SPEAKING. LIGHT AND LIFE IS FATHER-GOD, AND FROM HIM MAN WAS BORN. IF THEN THOU LEARNEST THAT THOU ART THYSELF OF [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] LIFE AND LIGHT, AND THAT THOU [ONLY] HAPPEN’ST TO BE OUT OF THEM, THOU SHALT RETURN AGAIN TO LIFE. THUS, DID MAN-SHEPHERD SPEAK. BUT TELL ME FURTHER, MIND OF ME, I CRIED, HOW SHALL I COME TO LIFE AGAIN...FOR GOD DOTH SAY: “THE MAN WHO HATH MIND IN HIM, LET HIM LEARN TO KNOW THAT HE HIMSELF [IS DEATHLESS].”
[bookmark: fr_47]22. HAVE NOT ALL MEN THEN MIND? THOU SAYEST WELL, O THOU, THUS SPEAKING. I, MIND, MYSELF AM PRESENT WITH HOLY MEN AND GOOD, THE PURE AND MERCIFUL, MEN WHO LIVE PIOUSLY. [TO SUCH] MY PRESENCE DOTH BECOME AN AID, AND STRAIGHTWAY THEY GAIN GNOSIS OF ALL THINGS, AND WIN THE FATHER’S LOVE BY THEIR PURE LIVES, AND GIVE HIM THANKS, INVOKING ON HIM BLESSINGS, AND CHANTING HYMNS, INTENT ON HIM WITH ARDENT LOVE. AND ERE THEY GIVE THE BODY UP UNTO ITS PROPER DEATH, THEY TURN THEM WITH DISGUST FROM ITS SENSATIONS, FROM KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT THINGS THEY OPERATE. NAY, IT IS I, THE MIND, THAT WILL NOT LET THE OPERATIONS WHICH BEFALL THE BODY, WORK TO THEIR [NATURAL] END. FOR BEING DOOR-KEEPER I’LL CLOSE UP [ALL] THE ENTRANCES, AND CUT THE MENTAL ACTIONS OFF WHICH BASE AND EVIL ENERGIES INDUCE.
[bookmark: fr_48]23. BUT TO THE MIND-LESS ONES, THE WICKED AND DEPRAVED, THE ENVIOUS AND COVETOUS, AND THOSE WHO MURDER DO AND LOVE IMPIETY, I AM FAR OFF, YIELDING MY PLACE TO THE AVENGING DAIMON, WHO SHARPENING THE FIRE, TORMENTETH HIM AND ADDETH FIRE TO FIRE UPON HIM, AND RUSHETH ON HIM THROUGH HIS SENSES, THUS RENDERING HIM THE READIER FOR TRANSGRESSIONS OF THE LAW, SO THAT HE MEETS WITH GREATER TORMENT; NOR DOTH HE EVER CEASE TO HAVE DESIRE FOR APPETITES INORDINATE, INSATIATELY STRIVING IN THE DARK. 
[bookmark: fr_49][bookmark: fr_50][bookmark: fr_51][bookmark: fr_52]24. WELL HAST THOU TAUGHT ME ALL, AS I DESIRED, O MIND. AND NOW, PRAY, TELL ME FURTHER OF THE NATURE OF THE WAY ABOVE AS NOW IT IS [FOR ME]. TO THIS MAN-SHEPHERD SAID: WHEN THY MATERIAL BODY IS TO BE DISSOLVED, FIRST THOU SURRENDEREST THE BODY BY ITSELF UNTO THE WORK OF CHANGE, AND THUS THE FORM THOU HADST DOTH VANISH, AND THOU SURRENDEREST THY WAY OF LIFE, VOID OF ITS ENERGY, UNTO THE DAIMON. THE BODY’S SENSES NEXT PASS BACK INTO THEIR SOURCES, BECOMING SEPARATE, AND RESURRECT AS ENERGIES; AND PASSION AND DESIRE WITHDRAW UNTO THAT NATURE WHICH IS VOID OF REASON.
[bookmark: fr_53][bookmark: fr_54]25. AND THUS IT IS THAT MAN DOTH SPEED HIS WAY THEREAFTER UPWARDS THROUGH THE HARMONY. TO THE FIRST ZONE HE GIVES THE ENERGY OF GROWTH AND WANING; UNTO THE SECOND [ZONE], DEVICE OF EVILS [NOW] DE-ENERGIZED; UNTO THE THIRD, THE GUILE OF THE DESIRES DE-ENERGIZED; UNTO THE FOURTH, HIS DOMINEERING ARROGANCE, [ALSO] DE-ENERGIZED; UNTO THE FIFTH, UNHOLY DARING AND THE RASHNESS OF AUDACITY, DE-ENERGIZED; UNTO THE SIXTH, STRIVING FOR WEALTH BY EVIL MEANS, DEPRIVED OF ITS AGGRANDISEMENT; AND TO THE SEVENTH ZONE, ENSNARING FALSEHOOD, DE-ENERGIZED.  
[bookmark: fr_55][bookmark: fr_56]26. AND THEN, WITH ALL THE ENERGIZINGS OF THE HARMONY STRIPT FROM HIM, CLOTHED IN HIS PROPER POWER, HE COMETH TO THAT NATURE WHICH BELONGS UNTO THE EIGHTH, AND THERE WITH THOSE-THAT-ARE HYMNETH THE FATHER. THEY WHO ARE THERE WELCOME HIS COMING THERE WITH JOY; AND HE, MADE LIKE TO THEM THAT SOJOURN THERE, DOTH FURTHER HEAR THE POWERS WHO ARE ABOVE THE NATURE THAT BELONGS UNTO THE EIGHTH, SINGING THEIR SONGS OF PRAISE TO GOD IN LANGUAGE OF THEIR OWN. AND THEN THEY, IN A BAND, GO TO THE FATHER HOME; OF THEIR OWN SELVES THEY MAKE SURRENDER OF THEMSELVES TO POWERS, AND [THUS] BECOMING POWERS THEY ARE IN GOD. THIS THE GOOD END FOR THOSE WHO HAVE GAINED GNOSIS—TO BE MADE ONE WITH GOD. WHY SHOULDST THOU THEN DELAY? MUST IT NOT BE, SINCE THOU HAST ALL RECEIVED, THAT THOU SHOULDST TO THE WORTHY POINT THE WAY, IN ORDER THAT THROUGH THEE THE RACE OF MORTAL KIND MAY BY [THY] GOD BE SAVED?
[bookmark: fr_57][bookmark: fr_58]27. THIS WHEN HE’D SAID, MAN-SHEPHERD MINGLED WITH THE POWERS. BUT I, WITH THANKS AND BLESSINGS UNTO THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSAL [POWERS], WAS FREED, FULL OF THE POWER HE HAD POURED INTO ME, AND FULL OF WHAT HE’D TAUGHT ME OF THE NATURE OF THE ALL AND OF THE LOFTIEST VISION. AND I BEGAN TO PREACH TO MEN THE BEAUTY OF DEVOTION AND OF GNOSIS: O YE PEOPLE, EARTH-BORN FOLK, YE WHO HAVE GIVEN YOURSELVES TO DRUNKENNESS AND SLEEP AND IGNORANCE OF GOD, BE SOBER NOW, CEASE FROM YOUR SURFEIT, CEASE TO BE GLAMOURED BY IRRATIONAL SLEEP!
28. AND WHEN THEY HEARD, THEY CAME WITH ONE ACCORD. WHEREON I SAY: YE EARTH-BORN FOLK, WHY HAVE YE GIVEN UP YOURSELVES TO DEATH, WHILE YET YE HAVE THE POWER OF SHARING DEATHLESSNESS? REPENT, O YE, WHO WALK WITH ERROR ARM IN ARM AND MAKE OF IGNORANCE THE SHARER OF YOUR BOARD; GET YE FROM OUT THE LIGHT OF DARKNESS, AND TAKE YOUR PART IN DEATHLESSNESS, FORSAKE DESTRUCTION! 
[bookmark: fr_59][bookmark: fr_60][bookmark: fr_61][bookmark: fr_62]29. AND SOME OF THEM WITH JESTS UPON THEIR LIPS DEPARTED [FROM ME], ABANDONING THEMSELVES UNTO THE WAY OF DEATH; OTHERS ENTREATED TO BE TAUGHT, CASTING THEMSELVES BEFORE MY FEET. BUT I MADE THEM ARISE, AND I BECAME A LEADER OF THE RACE TOWARDS HOME, TEACHING THE WORDS (LOGOI), HOW AND IN WHAT WAY THEY SHALL BE SAVED. I SOWED IN THEM THE WORDS (LOGOI) OF WISDOM; OF DEATHLESS WATER, WERE THEY GIVEN TO DRINK. AND WHEN EVEN WAS COME AND ALL SUN’S BEAMS BEGAN TO SET, I BADE THEM ALL GIVE THANKS TO GOD. AND WHEN THEY HAD BROUGHT TO AN END THE GIVING OF THEIR THANKS, EACH MAN RETURNED TO HIS OWN RESTING PLACE.
[bookmark: fr_63][bookmark: fr_64][bookmark: fr_65][bookmark: fr_66]30. BUT I RECORDED IN MY HEART MAN-SHEPHERD’S BENEFACTION, AND WITH MY EVERY HOPE FULFILLED MORE THAN REJOICED. FOR BODY’S SLEEP BECAME THE SOUL’S AWAKENING, AND CLOSING OF THE EYES—TRUE VISION, PREGNANT WITH GOOD MY SILENCE, AND THE UTTERANCE OF MY WORD (LOGOS) BEGETTING OF GOOD THINGS. ALL THIS BEFELL ME FROM MY MIND, THAT IS MAN-SHEPHERD, WORD (LOGOS) OF ALL MASTERHOOD, BY WHOM BEING GOD-INSPIRED I CAME UNTO THE PLAIN OF TRUTH. WHEREFORE WITH ALL MY SOUL AND STRENGTH THANKSGIVING GIVE I UNTO FATHER-GOD.
[bookmark: fr_67]31. HOLY ART THOU, O GOD, THE UNIVERSALS’ FATHER. HOLY ART THOU, O GOD, WHOSE WILL PERFECTS ITSELF BY MEANS OF ITS OWN POWERS. HOLY ART THOU, O GOD, WHO WILLETH TO BE KNOWN AND ART KNOWN BY THINE OWN. HOLY ART THOU, WHO DIDST BY WORD (LOGOS) MAKE TO CONSIST THE THINGS THAT ARE. HOLY ART THOU, OF WHOM ALL-NATURE HATH BEEN MADE AN IMAGE. HOLY ART THOU, WHOSE FORM NATURE HATH NEVER MADE. HOLY ART THOU, MORE POWERFUL THAN ALL POWER. HOLY ART THOU, TRANSCENDING ALL PRE-EMINENCE. HOLY THOU ART, THOU BETTER THAN ALL PRAISE. ACCEPT MY REASON’S OFFERINGS PURE, FROM SOUL AND HEART FOR AYE STRETCHED UP TO THEE, O THOU UNUTTERABLE, UNSPEAKABLE, WHOSE NAME NAUGHT BUT THE SILENCE CAN EXPRESS.
[bookmark: fr_68][bookmark: fr_69][bookmark: fr_70]32. GIVE EAR TO ME WHO PRAY THAT I MAY NEVER OF GNOSIS FAIL, [GNOSIS] WHICH IS OUR COMMON BEING’S NATURE; AND FILL ME WITH THY POWER, AND WITH THIS GRACE [OF THINE], THAT I MAY GIVE THE LIGHT TO THOSE IN IGNORANCE OF THE RACE, MY BRETHREN, AND THY SONS. FOR THIS CAUSE, I BELIEVE, AND I BEAR WITNESS; I GO TO LIFE AND LIGHT. BLESSED ART THOU, O FATHER. THY MAN WOULD HOLY BE AS THOU ART HOLY, E’EN AS THOU GAVEST HIM THY FULL AUTHORITY [TO BE].
CORPUS HERMETICUM II. (III.)
TO ASCLEPIUS
[bookmark: fr_113](TEXT: P. 19-30; PAT. 18B-20.) 1. HERMES. 1 ALL THAT IS MOVED, ASCLEPIUS, IS IT NOT MOVED IN SOMETHING AND BY SOMETHING? ASCLEPIUS. ASSUREDLY. HER. AND MUST NOT THAT IN WHICH IT’S MOVED BE GREATER THAN THE MOVED? ASC. IT MUST. HER. MOVER, AGAIN, HAS GREATER POWER THAN MOVED? ASC. IT HAS, OF COURSE. HER. THE NATURE, FURTHERMORE, OF THAT IN WHICH IT’S MOVED MUST BE QUITE OTHER FROM THE NATURE OF THE MOVED? ASC. IT MUST COMPLETELY. 
2. HER. IS NOT, AGAIN, THIS COSMOS VAST, [SO VAST] THAT THAN IT THERE EXISTS NO BODY GREATER? ASC. ASSUREDLY. HER. AND MASSIVE TOO, FOR IT IS CRAMMED WITH MULTITUDES OF OTHER MIGHTY FRAMES, NAY RATHER ALL THE OTHER BODIES THAT THERE ARE? ASC. IT IS. HER. AND YET THE COSMOS IS A BODY? ASC. IT IS A BODY. HER. AND ONE THAT’S MOVED? 
3. ASC. ASSUREDLY. HER. OF WHAT SIZE, THEN, MUST BE THE SPACE IN WHICH IT’S MOVED; AND OF WHAT KIND [MUST BE] THE NATURE [OF THAT SPACE]? MUST IT NOT BE FAR VASTER [THAN THE COSMOS], IN ORDER THAT IT MAY BE ABLE TO FIND ROOM FOR ITS CONTINUED COURSE, SO THAT THE MOVED MAY NOT BE CRAMPED FOR WANT OF ROOM AND LOSE ITS MOTION? ASC. SOMETHING, THRICE-GREATEST ONE, IT NEEDS MUST BE, IMMENSELY VAST.
[bookmark: fr_114]4. HER. AND OF WHAT NATURE? MUST IT NOT BE, ASCLEPIUS, OF JUST THE CONTRARY? AND IS NOT CONTRARY TO BODY BODILESS? ASC. AGREED. HER. SPACE, THEN, IS BODILESS. BUT BODILESS MUST EITHER BE SOME GODLIKE THING OR GOD [HIMSELF]. AND BY “SOME GODLIKE THING” I MEAN NO MORE THE GENERABLE BUT THE INGENERABLE.
[bookmark: fr_115][bookmark: fr_116]5. IF, THEN, SPACE BE SOME GODLIKE THING, IT IS SUBSTANTIAL; BUT IF IT IS GOD [HIMSELF], IT TRANSCENDS SUBSTANCE. BUT IT IS TO BE THOUGHT OF OTHERWISE [THAN GOD], AND IN THIS WAY. GOD IS FIRST “THINKABLE” FOR US, NOT FOR HIMSELF, FOR THAT THE THING THAT’S THOUGHT DOTH FALL BENEATH THE THINKER’S SENSE. GOD THEN CAN NOT BE “THINKABLE” UNTO HIMSELF, IN THAT HE’S THOUGHT OF BY HIMSELF AS BEING NOTHING ELSE THAN WHAT HE THINKS. BUT HE IS “SOMETHING ELSE” FOR US, AND SO HE’S THOUGHT OF BY US.
[bookmark: fr_117][bookmark: fr_118]6. IF SPACE IS, THEREFORE, TO BE THOUGHT, [IT SHOULD] NOT, [THEN, BE THOUGHT AS] GOD, BUT SPACE. IF GOD IS ALSO TO BE THOUGHT, [HE SHOULD] NOT [BE CONCEIVED] AS SPACE, BUT ENERGY THAT CAN CONTAIN [ALL SPACE]. FURTHER, ALL THAT IS MOVED IS MOVED NOT IN THE MOVED BUT IN THE STABLE. AND THAT WHICH MOVES [ANOTHER] IS OF COURSE STATIONARY, FOR ’TIS IMPOSSIBLE THAT IT SHOULD MOVE WITH IT. ASC. HOW IS IT, THEN, THAT THINGS DOWN HERE, THRICE-GREATEST ONE, ARE MOVED WITH THOSE THAT ARE [ALREADY] MOVED? FOR THOU HAST SAID THE ERRANT SPHERES WERE MOVED BY THE INERRANT ONE. HER. THIS IS NOT, O ASCLEPIUS, A MOVING WITH, BUT ONE AGAINST; THEY ARE NOT MOVED WITH ONE ANOTHER, BUT ONE AGAINST THE OTHER. IT IS THIS CONTRARIETY WHICH TURNETH THE RESISTANCE OF THEIR MOTION INTO REST. FOR THAT RESISTANCE IS THE REST OF MOTION.
[bookmark: fr_119]7. HENCE, TOO, THE ERRANT SPHERES, BEING MOVED CONTRARILY TO THE INERRANT ONE, ARE MOVED BY ONE ANOTHER BY MUTUAL CONTRARIETY, [AND ALSO] BY THE STABLE ONE THROUGH CONTRARIETY ITSELF. AND THIS CAN OTHERWISE NOT BE. THE BEARS UP THERE, WHICH NEITHER SET NOR RISE, THINK’ST THOU THEY REST OR MOVE? ASC. THEY MOVE, THRICE-GREATEST ONE. HER. AND WHAT THEIR MOTION, MY ASCLEPIUS? ASC. MOTION THAT TURNS FOR EVER ROUND THE SAME. HER. BUT REVOLUTION—MOTION ROUND SAME—IS FIXED BY REST. FOR “ROUND-THE-SAME” DOTH STOP “BEYOND-SAME.” “BEYOND-SAME” THEN, BEING STOPPED, IF IT BE STEADIED IN “ROUND-SAME”—THE CONTRARY STANDS FIRM, BEING RENDERED EVER STABLE BY ITS CONTRARIETY.
[bookmark: fr_120][bookmark: fr_121]8. OF THIS I’LL GIVE THEE HERE ON EARTH AN INSTANCE, WHICH THE EYE CAN SEE. REGARD THE ANIMALS DOWN HERE, A MAN, FOR INSTANCE, SWIMMING! THE WATER MOVES, YET THE RESISTANCE OF HIS HANDS AND FEET GIVE HIM STABILITY, SO THAT HE IS NOT BORNE ALONG WITH IT, NOR SUNK THEREBY. ASC. THOU HAST, THRICE-GREATEST ONE, ADDUCED A MOST CLEAR INSTANCE. HER. ALL MOTION, THEN, IS CAUSED IN STATION AND BY STATION. THE MOTION, THEREFORE, OF THE COSMOS (AND OF EVERY OTHER HYLIC ANIMAL) WILL NOT BE CAUSED BY THINGS EXTERIOR TO THE COSMOS, BUT BY THINGS INTERIOR [OUTWARD] TO THE EXTERIOR—SUCH [THINGS] AS SOUL, OR SPIRIT, OR SOME SUCH OTHER THING INCORPORAL. IT IS NOT ITS BODY THAT DOTH MOVE THE LIVING THING IN IT; NAY, NOT EVEN THE WHOLE [BODY OF THE UNIVERSE A LESSER] BODY EVEN THOUGH THERE BE NO LIFE IN IT.  
9. ASC. WHAT MEANEST THOU BY THIS, THRICE-GREATEST ONE? IS IT NOT BODIES, THEN, THAT MOVE THE STOCK AND STONE AND ALL THE OTHER THINGS INANIMATE? HER. BY NO MEANS, O ASCLEPIUS. THE SOMETHING-IN-THE-BODY, THE THAT-WHICH-MOVES THE THING INANIMATE, THIS SURELY’S NOT A BODY, FOR THAT IT MOVES THE TWO OF THEM—BOTH BODY OF THE LIFTER AND THE LIFTED? SO THAT A THING THAT’S LIFELESS WILL NOT MOVE A LIFELESS THING. THAT WHICH DOTH MOVE [ANOTHER THING] IS ANIMATE, IN THAT IT IS THE MOVER. THOU SEEST, THEN, HOW HEAVY LADEN IS THE SOUL, FOR IT ALONE DOTH LIFT TWO BODIES. THAT THINGS, MOREOVER, MOVED ARE MOVED IN SOMETHING AS WELL AS MOVED BY SOMETHING IS CLEAR.
[bookmark: fr_122][bookmark: fr_123][bookmark: fr_124][bookmark: fr_125]10. ASC. YEA, O THRICE-GREATEST ONE, THINGS MOVED MUST NEEDS BE MOVED IN SOMETHING VOID. HER. THOU SAYEST WELL, O [MY] ASCLEPIUS! FOR NAUGHT OF THINGS THAT ARE IS VOID. ALONE THE “IS-NOT” ITS VOID [AND] STRANGER TO SUBSISTENCE. FOR THAT WHICH IS SUBSISTENT CAN NEVER CHANGE TO VOID. ASC. ARE THERE, THEN, O THRICE-GREATEST ONE, NO SUCH THINGS AS AN EMPTY CASK, FOR INSTANCE, AND AN EMPTY JAR, A CUP AND VAT, AND OTHER THINGS LIKE UNTO THEM? HER. ALACK, ASCLEPIUS, FOR THY FAR-WANDERING FROM THE TRUTH! THINK’ST THOU THAT THINGS MOST FULL AND MOST REPLETE ARE VOID?
[bookmark: fr_126]11. ASC. HOW MEANEST THOU, THRICE-GREATEST ONE? HER. IS NOT AIR BODY? ASC. IT IS. HER. AND DOTH THIS BODY NOT PERVADE ALL THINGS, AND SO, PERVADING, FILL THEM? AND “BODY”; DOTH BODY NOT CONSIST FROM BLENDING OF THE “FOUR”? FULL, THEN, OF AIR ARE ALL THOU CALLEST VOID; AND IF OF AIR, THEN OF THE “FOUR.” FURTHER, OF THIS THE CONVERSE FOLLOWS, THAT ALL THOU CALLEST FULL ARE VOID—OF AIR; FOR THAT THEY HAVE THEIR SPACE FILLED OUT WITH OTHER BODIES, AND, THEREFORE, ARE NOT ABLE TO RECEIVE THE AIR THEREIN. THESE, THEN, WHICH THOU DOST SAY ARE VOID, THEY SHOULD BE HOLLOW NAMED, NOT VOID; FOR THEY NOT ONLY ARE, BUT THEY ARE FULL OF AIR AND SPIRIT.
12. ASC. THY ARGUMENT (LOGOS), THRICE-GREATEST ONE, IS NOT TO BE GAINSAID; AIR IS A BODY. FURTHER, IT IS THIS BODY WHICH DOTH PERVADE ALL THINGS, AND SO, PERVADING, FILL THEM. WHAT ARE WE, THEN, TO CALL THAT SPACE IN WHICH THE ALL DOTH MOVE? HER. THE BODILESS, ASCLEPIUS. ASC. WHAT, THEN, IS BODILESS? HER. ’TIS MIND AND REASON (LOGOS), WHOLE OUT OF WHOLE, ALL SELF-EMBRACING, FREE FROM ALL BODY, FROM ALL ERROR FREE, UNSENSIBLE TO BODY AND UNTOUCHABLE, SELF STAYED IN SELF, CONTAINING ALL, PRESERVING THOSE THAT ARE, WHOSE RAYS, TO USE A LIKENESS, ARE GOOD, TRUTH, LIGHT BEYOND LIGHT, THE ARCHETYPE OF SOUL. ASC. WHAT, THEN, IS GOD?
13. HER. NOT ANY ONE OF THESE IS HE; FOR HE IT IS THAT CAUSETH THEM TO BE, BOTH ALL AND EACH AND EVERY THING OF ALL THAT ARE. NOR HATH HE LEFT A THING BESIDE THAT IS-NOT; BUT THEY ARE ALL FROM THINGS-THAT-ARE AND NOT FROM THINGS-THAT-ARE-NOT. FOR THAT THE THINGS-THAT-ARE-NOT HAVE NATURALLY NO POWER OF BEING ANYTHING, BUT RATHER HAVE THE NATURE OF THE INABILITY-TO-BE. AND, CONVERSELY, THE THINGS-THAT-ARE HAVE NOT THE NATURE OF SOME TIME NOT-BEING.
[bookmark: fr_127]14. ASC. WHAT SAY’ST THOU EVER, THEN, GOD IS? HER. GOD, THEREFORE, IS NOT MIND, BUT CAUSE THAT THE MIND IS; GOD IS NOT SPIRIT, BUT CAUSE THAT SPIRIT IS; GOD IS NOT LIGHT, BUT CAUSE THAT THE LIGHT IS. HENCE SHOULD ONE HONOUR GOD WITH THESE TWO NAMES [THE GOOD AND FATHER]—NAMES WHICH PERTAIN TO HIM ALONE AND NO ONE ELSE. FOR NO ONE OF THE OTHER SO-CALLED GODS, NO ONE OF MEN, OR DAIMONES, CAN BE IN ANY MEASURE GOOD, BUT GOD ALONE; AND HE IS GOOD ALONE AND NOTHING ELSE. THE REST OF THINGS ARE SEPARABLE ALL FROM THE GOOD’S NATURE; FOR [ALL THE REST] ARE SOUL AND BODY, WHICH HAVE NO SPACE THAT CAN CONTAIN THE GOOD.
15. FOR THAT AS MIGHTY IS THE GREATNESS OF THE GOOD AS IS THE BEING OF ALL THINGS THAT ARE—BOTH BODIES AND THINGS BODILESS, THINGS SENSIBLE AND INTELLIGIBLE THINGS. CALL NOT THOU, THEREFORE, AUGHT ELSE GOOD, FOR THOU WOULD’ST IMPIOUS BE; NOR ANYTHING AT ALL AT ANY TIME CALL GOD BUT GOOD ALONE, FOR SO THOU WOULD’ST AGAIN BE IMPIOUS.
[bookmark: fr_128]16. THOUGH, THEN, THE GOOD IS SPOKEN OF BY ALL, IT IS NOT UNDERSTOOD BY ALL, WHAT THING IT IS. NOT ONLY, THEN, IS GOD NOT UNDERSTOOD BY ALL, BUT BOTH UNTO THE GODS AND SOME OF MEN THEY OUT OF IGNORANCE DO GIVE THE NAME OF GOOD, THOUGH THEY CAN NEVER EITHER BE OR BECOME GOOD. FOR THEY ARE VERY DIFFERENT FROM GOD, WHILE GOOD CAN NEVER BE DISTINGUISHED FROM HIM, FOR THAT GOD IS THE SAME AS GOOD. THE REST OF THE IMMORTAL ONES ARE NEVERTHELESS HONOURED WITH THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, AND SPOKEN OF AS GODS; BUT GOD IS GOOD NOT OUT OF COURTESY BUT OUT OF NATURE. FOR THAT GOD’S NATURE AND THE GOOD IS ONE; ONE IS THE KIND OF BOTH, FROM WHICH ALL OTHER KINDS [PROCEED]. THE GOOD IS HE WHO GIVES ALL THINGS AND NAUGHT RECEIVES. GOD, THEN, DOTH GIVE ALL THINGS AND RECEIVE NAUGHT. GOD, THEN, IS GOOD, AND GOOD IS GOD.
17. THE OTHER NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD IS FATHER, AGAIN BECAUSE HE IS THE THAT-WHICH-MAKETH ALL. THE PART OF FATHER IS TO MAKE. WHEREFORE CHILD-MAKING IS A VERY GREAT AND A MOST PIOUS THING IN LIFE FOR THEM WHO THINK ARIGHT, AND TO LEAVE LIFE ON EARTH WITHOUT A CHILD A VERY GREAT MISFORTUNE AND IMPIETY; AND HE WHO HATH NO CHILD IS PUNISHED BY THE DAIMONS AFTER DEATH. AND THIS THE PUNISHMENT: THAT THAT MAN’S SOUL WHO HATH NO CHILD, SHALL BE CONDEMNED UNTO A BODY WITH NEITHER MAN’S NOR WOMAN’S NATURE, A THING ACCURST BENEATH THE SUN. WHEREFORE, ASCLEPIUS, LET NOT YOUR SYMPATHIES BE WITH THE MAN WHO HATH NO CHILD, BUT RATHER PITY HIS MISHAP, KNOWING WHAT PUNISHMENT ABIDES FOR HIM. LET ALL THAT HAS BEEN SAID, THEN, BE TO THEE, ASCLEPIUS, AN INTRODUCTION TO THE GNOSIS OF THE NATURE OF ALL THINGS.
CORPUS HERMETICUM III. (IV.)
THE SACRED SERMON OF HERMES
[bookmark: fr_134][bookmark: fr_135](TEXT: P. 31-33; PAT. 8B-9.) 1. THE GLORY OF ALL THINGS IS GOD, GODHEAD AND GODLY NATURE. SOURCE OF THE THINGS THAT ARE IS GOD, WHO IS BOTH MIND AND NATURE, YEA MATTER, THE WISDOM THAT REVEALS ALL THINGS. SOURCE [TOO] IS GODHEAD, YEA NATURE, ENERGY, NECESSITY, AND END, AND MAKING-NEW-AGAIN. DARKNESS THAT KNEW NO BOUNDS WAS IN ABYSS, AND WATER [TOO] AND SUBTLE BREATH INTELLIGENT; THESE WERE BY POWER OF GOD IN CHAOS. THEN HOLY LIGHT AROSE; AND THERE COLLECTED ’NEATH DRY SPACE FROM OUT MOIST ESSENCE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] ELEMENTS; AND ALL THE GODS DO SEPARATE THINGS OUT FROM FECUND NATURE.
[bookmark: fr_136][bookmark: fr_137]2. ALL THINGS BEING UNDEFINED AND YET UNWROUGHT, THE LIGHT THINGS WERE ASSIGNED UNTO THE HEIGHT, THE HEAVY ONES HAD THEIR FOUNDATIONS LAID DOWN UNDERNEATH THE MOIST PART OF DRY SPACE, THE UNIVERSAL THINGS BEING BOUNDED OFF BY FIRE AND HANGED IN BREATH TO KEEP THEM UP. AND HEAVEN WAS SEEN IN SEVEN CIRCLES; ITS GODS WERE VISIBLE IN FORMS OF STARS WITH ALL THEIR SIGNS; WHILE NATURE HAD HER MEMBERS MADE ARTICULATE TOGETHER WITH THE GODS IN HER. AND [HEAVEN’S] PERIPHERY REVOLVED IN CYCLIC COURSE, BORNE ON BY BREATH OF GOD.
[bookmark: fr_138][bookmark: fr_139][bookmark: fr_140]3. AND EVERY GOD BY HIS OWN PROPER POWER BROUGHT FORTH WHAT WAS APPOINTED HIM. THUS, THERE AROSE FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS, AND CREEPING THINGS, AND THOSE THAT IN THE WATER DWELL, AND THINGS WITH WINGS, AND EVERYTHING THAT BEARETH SEED, AND GRASS, AND SHOOT OF EVERY FLOWER, ALL HAVING IN THEMSELVES SEED OF AGAIN-BECOMING. AND THEY SELECTED OUT THE BIRTHS OF MEN FOR GNOSIS OF THE WORKS OF GOD AND ATTESTATION OF THE ENERGY OF NATURE; THE MULTITUDE OF MEN FOR LORDSHIP OVER ALL BENEATH THE HEAVEN AND GNOSIS OF ITS BLESSINGS, THAT THEY MIGHT INCREASE IN INCREASING AND MULTIPLY IN MULTITUDE, AND EVERY SOUL INFLESHED BY REVOLUTION OF THE CYCLIC GODS, FOR OBSERVATION OF THE MARVELS OF THE HEAVEN AND HEAVEN’S GODS’ REVOLUTION, AND OF THE WORKS OF GOD AND ENERGY OF NATURE, FOR TOKENS OF ITS BLESSINGS, FOR GNOSIS OF THE POWER OF GOD, THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THE FATES THAT FOLLOW GOOD AND EVIL [DEEDS] AND LEARN THE CUNNING WORK OF ALL GOOD ARTS.
4. [THUS] THERE BEGINS THEIR LIVING AND THEIR GROWING WISE, ACCORDING TO THE FATE APPOINTED BY THE REVOLUTION OF THE CYCLIC GODS, AND THEIR DECEASING FOR THIS END. AND THERE SHALL BE MEMORIALS MIGHTY OF THEIR HANDIWORKS UPON THE EARTH, LEAVING DIM TRACE BEHIND WHEN CYCLES ARE RENEWED. FOR EVERY BIRTH OF FLESH ENSOULED, AND OF THE FRUIT OF SEED, AND EVERY HANDIWORK, THOUGH IT DECAY SHALL OF NECESSITY RENEW ITSELF, BOTH BY THE RENOVATION OF THE GODS AND BY THE TURNING-ROUND OF NATURE’S RHYTHMIC WHEEL. FOR THAT WHEREAS THE GODHEAD IS NATURE’S EVER-MAKING-NEW-AGAIN THE COSMIC MIXTURE, NATURE HERSELF IS ALSO CO-ESTABLISHED IN THAT GODHEAD.
CORPUS HERMETICUM IV. (V.)
THE CUP OR MONAD OF HERMES TO TAT
[bookmark: fr_145][bookmark: fr_146][bookmark: fr_147][bookmark: fr_148][bookmark: fr_149][bookmark: fr_150](TEXT: P. 34-40; PAT. 26B-27.) 1. HERMES. WITH REASON (LOGOS), NOT WITH HANDS, DID THE WORLD-MAKER MAKE THE UNIVERSAL WORLD; SO THAT THOU THUS SHOULDST THINK OF HIM AS EVERYWHERE AND EVER-BEING, THE AUTHOR OF ALL THINGS, AND ONE AND ONLY, WHO BY HIS WILL ALL BEINGS HATH CREATED. THIS BODY OF HIM IS A THING NO MAN CAN TOUCH, OR SEE, OR MEASURE, A BODY INEXTENSIBLE, LIKE TO NO OTHER FRAME. ’TIS NEITHER FIRE NOR WATER, AIR NOR BREATH; YET ALL OF THEM COME FROM IT. NOW BEING GOOD HE WILLED TO CONSECRATE THIS [BODY] TO HIMSELF ALONE, AND SET ITS EARTH IN ORDER AND ADORN IT. 
[bookmark: fr_151][bookmark: fr_152]2. SO DOWN [TO EARTH] HE SENT THE COSMOS OF THIS FRAME DIVINE, MAN, A LIFE THAT CANNOT DIE, AND YET A LIFE THAT DIES. AND O’ER [ALL OTHER] LIVES AND OVER COSMOS [TOO], DID MAN EXCEL BY REASON OF THE REASON (LOGOS) AND THE MIND. FOR CONTEMPLATOR OF GOD’S WORKS DID MAN BECOME; HE MARVELLED AND DID STRIVE TO KNOW THEIR AUTHOR.
[bookmark: fr_153]3. REASON (LOGOS) INDEED, O TAT, AMONG ALL MEN HATH HE DISTRIBUTED, BUT MIND NOT YET; NOT THAT HE GRUDGETH ANY, FOR GRUDGING COMETH NOT FROM HIM, BUT HATH ITS PLACE BELOW, WITHIN THE SOULS OF MEN WHO HAVE NO MIND. TAT. WHY THEN DID GOD, O FATHER, NOT ON ALL BESTOW A SHARE OF MIND? HER. HE WILLED, MY SON, TO HAVE IT SET UP IN THE MIDST FOR SOULS, JUST AS IT WERE A PRIZE.
[bookmark: fr_154][bookmark: fr_155][bookmark: fr_156]4. TAT. AND WHERE HATH HE HAD IT SET UP? HER. HE TILLED A MIGHTY CUP WITH IT, AND SENT IT DOWN, JOINING A HERALD [TO IT], TO WHOM HE GAVE COMMAND TO MAKE THIS PROCLAMATION TO THE HEARTS OF MEN: BAPTIZE THYSELF WITH THIS CUP’S BAPTISM, WHAT HEART CAN DO SO, THOU THAT HAST FAITH THOU CANST ASCEND TO HIM THAT HATH SENT DOWN THE CUP, THOU THAT DOST KNOW FOR WHAT THOU DIDST COME INTO BEING! AS MANY THEN AS UNDERSTOOD THE HERALD’S TIDINGS AND DOUSED THEMSELVES IN MIND, BECAME PARTAKERS IN THE GNOSIS; AND WHEN THEY HAD “RECEIVED THE MIND” THEY WERE MADE “PERFECT MEN.” BUT THEY WHO DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE TIDINGS, THESE, SINCE THEY POSSESS THE AID OF REASON [ONLY] AND NOT MIND, ARE IGNORANT WHEREFOR THEY HAVE COME INTO BEING AND WHEREBY. 
[bookmark: fr_157][bookmark: fr_158][bookmark: fr_159][bookmark: fr_160]5. THE SENSES OF SUCH MEN ARE LIKE IRRATIONAL CREATURES’; AND AS THEIR [WHOLE] MAKE-UP IS IN THEIR FEELINGS AND THEIR IMPULSES, THEY FAIL IN ALL APPRECIATION OF THOSE THINGS WHICH REALLY ARE WORTH CONTEMPLATION. THESE CENTRE ALL THEIR THOUGHT UPON THE PLEASURES OF THE BODY AND ITS APPETITES, IN THE BELIEF THAT FOR ITS SAKE MAN HATH COME INTO BEING. BUT THEY WHO HAVE RECEIVED SOME PORTION OF GOD’S GIFT, THESE, TAT, IF WE JUDGE BY THEIR DEEDS, HAVE FROM DEATH’S BONDS WON THEIR RELEASE; FOR THEY EMBRACE IN THEIR OWN MIND ALL THINGS, THINGS ON THE EARTH, THINGS IN THE HEAVEN, AND THINGS ABOVE THE HEAVEN, IF THERE BE AUGHT. AND HAVING RAISED THEMSELVES SO FAR, THEY SIGHT THE GOOD; AND HAVING SIGHTED IT, THEY LOOK UPON THEIR SOJOURN HERE AS A MISCHANCE; AND IN DISDAIN OF ALL, BOTH THINGS IN BODY AND THE BODILESS, THEY SPEED THEIR WAY UNTO THAT ONE AND ONLY ONE.
6. THIS IS, O TAT, THE GNOSIS OF THE MIND, VISION OF THINGS DIVINE; GOD-KNOWLEDGE IS IT, FOR THE CUP IS GOD’S. TAT. FATHER, I, TOO, WOULD BE BAPTIZED. HER. UNLESS THOU FIRST SHALT HATE THY BODY, SON, THOU CANST NOT LOVE THY SELF. BUT IF THOU LOVEST THY SELF THOU SHALT HAVE MIND, AND HAVING MIND THOU SHALT SHARE IN THE GNOSIS. TAT. FATHER, WHAT DOST THOU MEAN? HER. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE, MY SON, TO GIVE THYSELF TO BOTH, I MEAN TO THINGS THAT PERISH AND TO THINGS DIVINE. FOR SEEING THAT EXISTING THINGS ARE TWAIN, BODY AND BODILESS, IN WHICH THE PERISHING AND THE DIVINE ARE UNDERSTOOD, THE MAN WHO HATH THE WILL TO CHOOSE IS LEFT THE CHOICE OF ONE OR OTHER; FOR IT CAN NEVER BE THE TWAIN SHOULD MEET. AND IN THOSE SOULS TO WHOM THE CHOICE IS LEFT, THE WANING OF THE ONE CAUSES THE OTHER’S GROWTH TO SHOW ITSELF. 
[bookmark: fr_161]7. NOW THE CHOOSING OF THE BETTER NOT ONLY PROVES A LOT MOST FAIR FOR HIM WHO MAKES THE CHOICE, SEEING IT MAKES THE MAN A GOD, BUT ALSO SHOWS HIS PIETY TO GOD. WHEREAS THE [CHOOSING] OF THE WORSE, ALTHOUGH IT DOTH DESTROY THE “MAN,” IT ONLY DOTH DISTURB GOD’S HARMONY TO THIS EXTENT, THAT AS PROCESSIONS PASS BY IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WAY, WITHOUT BEING ABLE TO DO ANYTHING BUT TAKE THE ROAD FROM OTHERS, SO DO SUCH MEN MOVE IN PROCESSION THROUGH THE WORLD LED BY THEIR BODIES’ PLEASURES.  
[bookmark: fr_162][bookmark: fr_163]8. THIS BEING SO, O TAT, WHAT COMES FROM GOD HATH BEEN AND WILL BE OURS; BUT THAT WHICH IS DEPENDENT ON OURSELVES, LET THIS PRESS ONWARD AND HAVE NO DELAY; FOR ’TIS NOT GOD, ’TIS WE WHO ARE THE CAUSE OF EVIL THINGS, PREFERRING THEM TO GOOD. THOU SEE’ST, SON, HOW MANY ARE THE BODIES THROUGH WHICH WE HAVE TO PASS, HOW MANY ARE THE CHOIRS OF DAIMONES, HOW VAST THE SYSTEM OF THE STAR-COURSES [THROUGH WHICH OUR PATH DOTH LIE], TO HASTEN TO THE ONE AND ONLY GOD. FOR TO THE GOOD THERE IS NO OTHER SHORE; IT HATH NO BOUNDS; IT IS WITHOUT AN END; AND FOR ITSELF IT IS WITHOUT BEGINNING, TOO, THOUGH UNTO US IT SEEMETH TO HAVE ONE—THE GNOSIS.
9. THEREFORE TO IT GNOSIS IS NO BEGINNING; RATHER IS IT [THAT GNOSIS DOTH AFFORD] TO US THE FIRST BEGINNING OF ITS BEING KNOWN. LET US LAY HOLD, THEREFORE, OF THE BEGINNING, AND QUICKLY SPEED THROUGH ALL [WE HAVE TO PASS]. IT IS VERY HARD, TO LEAVE THE THINGS WE HAVE GROWN USED TO, WHICH MEET OUR GAZE ON EVERY SIDE, AND TURN OURSELVES BACK TO THE OLD OLD [PATH]. APPEARANCES DELIGHT US, WHEREAS THINGS WHICH APPEAR NOT MAKE THEIR BELIEVING HARD. NOW EVILS ARE THE MORE APPARENT THINGS, WHEREAS THE GOOD CAN NEVER SHOW ITSELF UNTO THE EYES, FOR IT HATH NEITHER FORM NOR FIGURE. THEREFORE, THE GOOD IS LIKE ITSELF ALONE, AND UNLIKE ALL THINGS ELSE; FOR ’TIS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THAT WHICH HATH NO BODY SHOULD MAKE ITSELF APPARENT TO A BODY.
[bookmark: fr_164][bookmark: fr_165][bookmark: fr_166]10. THE “LIKE’S” SUPERIORITY TO THE “UNLIKE “AND THE “UNLIKE’S” INFERIORITY UNTO THE “LIKE” CONSISTS IN THIS: THE ONENESS BEING SOURCE AND ROOT OF ALL, IS IN ALL THINGS AS ROOT AND SOURCE. WITHOUT [THIS] SOURCE IS NAUGHT; WHEREAS THE SOURCE [ITSELF] IS FROM NAUGHT BUT ITSELF, SINCE IT IS [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] SOURCE OF ALL THE REST. IT IS ITSELF ITS SOURCE, SINCE IT MAY HAVE NO OTHER SOURCE. THE ONENESS THEN BEING SOURCE, CONTAINETH EVERY NUMBER, BUT IS CONTAINED BY NONE; ENGENDERETH EVERY NUMBER, BUT IS ENGENDERED BY NO OTHER ONE.
[bookmark: fr_167][bookmark: fr_168][bookmark: fr_169][bookmark: fr_170]11. NOW ALL THAT IS ENGENDERED IS IMPERFECT, IT IS DIVISIBLE, TO INCREASE SUBJECT AND TO DECREASE; BUT WITH THE PERFECT [ONE] NONE OF THESE THINGS DOTH HOLD. NOW THAT WHICH IS INCREASABLE INCREASES FROM THE ONENESS, BUT SUCCUMBS THROUGH ITS OWN FEEBLENESS WHEN IT NO LONGER CAN CONTAIN THE ONE. AND NOW, O TAT, GOD’S IMAGE HATH BEEN SKETCHED FOR THEE, AS FAR AS IT CAN BE; AND IF THOU WILT ATTENTIVELY DWELL ON IT AND OBSERVE IT WITH THY HEART’S EYES, BELIEVE ME, SON, THOU’LT FIND THE PATH THAT LEADS ABOVE; NAY, THAT IMAGE SHALL BECOME THY GUIDE ITSELF, BECAUSE THE SIGHT [DIVINE] HATH THIS PECULIAR [CHARM], IT HOLDETH FAST AND DRAWETH UNTO IT THOSE WHO SUCCEED IN OPENING THEIR EYES, JUST AS, THEY SAY, THE MAGNET [DRAWETH] IRON.  
CORPUS HERMETICUM V. (VI.)
THOUGH UNMANIFEST GOD IS MOST MANIFEST OF HERMES TO HIS SON TAT
[bookmark: fr_177][bookmark: fr_178](TEXT: P. 41-48; PAT. 12B-13B.) 1. I WILL RECOUNT FOR THEE THIS SERMON (LOGOS) TOO, O TAT, THAT THOU MAY’ST CEASE TO BE WITHOUT THE MYSTERIES OF THE GOD BEYOND ALL NAME. AND MARK THOU WELL HOW THAT WHICH TO THE MANY SEEMS UNMANIFEST, WILL GROW MOST MANIFEST FOR THEE. NOW WERE IT MANIFEST, IT WOULD NOT BE. FOR ALL THAT IS MADE MANIFEST IS SUBJECT TO BECOMING, FOR IT HATH BEEN MADE MANIFEST. BUT THE UNMANIFEST FOR EVER IS, FOR IT DOTH NOT DESIRE TO BE MADE MANIFEST. IT EVER IS, AND MAKETH MANIFEST ALL OTHER THINGS. BEING HIMSELF UNMANIFEST, AS EVER BEING AND EVER MAKING-MANIFEST, HIMSELF IS NOT MADE MANIFEST. GOD IS NOT MADE HIMSELF; BY THINKING-MANIFEST, HE THINKETH ALL THINGS MANIFEST. NOW “THINKING-MANIFEST” DEALS WITH THINGS MADE ALONE, FOR THINKING-MANIFEST IS NOTHING ELSE THAN MAKING. 
[bookmark: fr_179][bookmark: fr_180]2. HE, THEN, ALONE WHO IS NOT MADE, ’TIS CLEAR, IS BOTH BEYOND ALL POWER OF THINKING-MANIFEST, AND IS UNMANIFEST. AND AS HE THINKETH ALL THINGS MANIFEST, HE MANIFESTS THROUGH ALL THINGS AND IN ALL, AND MOST OF ALL IN WHATSOEVER THINGS HE WILLS TO MANIFEST. DO THOU, THEN, TAT, MY SON, PRAY FIRST UNTO OUR LORD AND FATHER, THE ONE-AND-ONLY ONE, FROM WHOM THE ONE DOTH COME, TO SHOW HIS MERCY UNTO THEE, IN ORDER THAT THOU MAYEST HAVE THE POWER TO CATCH A THOUGHT OF THIS SO MIGHTY GOD, ONE SINGLE BEAM OF HIM TO SHINE INTO THY THINKING. FOR THOUGHT ALONE “SEES” THE UNMANIFEST, IN THAT IT IS ITSELF UNMANIFEST. IF, THEN, THOU HAST THE POWER, HE WILL, TAT, MANIFEST TO THY MIND’S EYES. THE LORD BEGRUDGETH NOT HIMSELF TO ANYTHING, BUT MANIFESTS HIMSELF THROUGH THE WHOLE WORLD. THOU HAST THE POWER OF TAKING THOUGHT, OF SEEING IT AND GRASPING IT IN THY OWN “HANDS,” AND GAZING FACE TO FACE UPON GOD’S IMAGE. BUT IF WHAT IS WITHIN THEE EVEN IS UNMANIFEST TO THEE, HOW, THEN, SHALL HE HIMSELF WHO IS WITHIN THY SELF BE MANIFEST FOR THEE BY MEANS OF [OUTER] EYES?
3. BUT IF THOU WOULDST “SEE” HIM, BETHINK THEE OF THE SUN, BETHINK THEE OF MOON’S COURSE, BETHINK THEE OF THE ORDER OF THE STARS. WHO IS THE ONE WHO WATCHETH OVER THAT ORDER? FOR EVERY ORDER HATH ITS BOUNDARIES MARKED OUT BY PLACE AND NUMBER. THE SUN’S THE GREATEST GOD OF GODS IN HEAVEN; TO WHOM ALL OF THE HEAVENLY GODS GIVE PLACE AS UNTO KING AND MASTER. AND HE, THIS SO-GREAT ONE, HE GREATER THAN THE EARTH AND SEA, ENDURES TO HAVE ABOVE HIM CIRCLING SMALLER STARS THAN HIM. OUT OF RESPECT TO WHOM, OR OUT OF FEAR OF WHOM, MY SON, [DOTH HE, DO THIS]? NOR LIKE NOR EQUAL IS THE COURSE EACH OF THESE STARS DESCRIBES IN HEAVEN. WHO [THEN] IS HE WHO MARKETH OUT THE MANNER OF THEIR COURSE AND ITS EXTENT?
[bookmark: fr_181]4. THE BEAR UP THERE THAT TURNETH ROUND ITSELF, AND CARRIES ROUND THE WHOLE COSMOS WITH IT—WHO IS THE OWNER OF THIS INSTRUMENT? WHO HE WHO HATH SET ROUND THE SEA ITS BOUNDS? WHO HE WHO HATH SET ON ITS SEAT THE EARTH? FOR, TAT, THERE IS SOMEONE WHO IS THE MAKER AND THE LORD OF ALL THESE THINGS. IT COULD NOT BE THAT NUMBER, PLACE AND MEASURE COULD BE KEPT WITHOUT SOMEONE TO MAKE THEM. NO ORDER WHATSOEVER COULD BE MADE BY THAT WHICH LACKETH PLACE AND LACKETH MEASURE; NAY, EVEN THIS IS NOT WITHOUT A LORD, MY SON. FOR IF THE ORDERLESS LACKS SOMETHING, IN THAT IT IS NOT LORD OF ORDER’S PATH, IT ALSO IS BENEATH A LORD—THE ONE WHO HATH NOT YET ORDAINED IT ORDER. 
5. WOULD IT, WERE POSSIBLE FOR THEE TO GET THEE WINGS, AND SOAR INTO THE AIR, AND, POISED MIDWAY ’TWEEN EARTH AND HEAVEN, BEHOLD THE EARTH’S SOLIDITY, THE SEA’S FLUIDITY (THE FLOWINGS OF ITS STREAMS), THE SPACIOUSNESS OF AIR, FIRE’S SWIFTNESS, [AND] THE COURSING OF THE STARS, THE SWIFTNESS OF HEAVEN’S CIRCUIT ROUND THEM [ALL]! MOST BLESSED SIGHT WERE IT, MY SON, TO SEE ALL THESE BENEATH ONE SWAY—THE MOTIONLESS IN MOTION, AND THE UNMANIFEST MADE MANIFEST; WHEREBY IS MADE THIS ORDER OF THE COSMOS AND THE COSMOS WHICH WE SEE OF ORDER. 
[bookmark: fr_182][bookmark: fr_183][bookmark: fr_184]6. IF THOU WOULD’ST SEE HIM TOO THROUGH THINGS THAT SUFFER DEATH, BOTH ON THE EARTH AND IN THE DEEP, THINK OF A MAN’S BEING FASHIONED IN THE WOMB, MY SON, AND STRICTLY SCRUTINIZE THE ART OF HIM WHO FASHIONS HIM, AND LEARN WHO FASHIONETH THIS FAIR AND GODLY IMAGE OF THE MAN. WHO [THEN] IS HE WHO TRACETH OUT THE CIRCLES OF THE EYES; WHO HE WHO BORETH OUT THE NOSTRILS AND THE EARS; WHO HE WHO OPENETH [THE PORTAL OF] THE MOUTH; WHO HE WHO DOTH STRETCH OUT AND TIE THE NERVES; WHO HE WHO CHANNELS OUT THE VEINS; WHO HE WHO HARDENETH THE BONES; WHO HE WHO COVERETH THE FLESH WITH SKIN; WHO HE WHO SEPARATES THE FINGERS AND THE JOINTS; WHO HE WHO WIDENS OUT A TREADING FOR THE FEET; WHO HE WHO DIGGETH OUT THE DUCTS; WHO HE WHO SPREADETH OUT THE SPLEEN; WHO HE WHO SHAPETH HEART LIKE TO A PYRAMID; WHO HE WHO SETTETH RIBS TOGETHER; WHO HE WHO WIDENETH THE LIVER OUT; WHO HE WHO MAKETH LUNGS LIKE TO A SPONGE; WHO HE WHO MAKETH BELLY STRETCH SO MUCH; WHO HE WHO DOTH MAKE PROMINENT THE PARTS MOST HONOURABLE, SO THAT THEY MAY BE SEEN, WHILE HIDING OUT OF SIGHT THOSE OF LEAST HONOUR?
7. BEHOLD HOW MANY ARTS [EMPLOYED] ON ONE MATERIAL, HOW MANY LABOURS ON ONE SINGLE SKETCH; AND ALL EXCEEDING FAIR, AND ALL IN PERFECT MEASURE, YET ALL DIVERSIFIED! WHO MADE THEM ALL? WHAT MOTHER, OR WHAT SIRE, SAVE GOD ALONE, UNMANIFEST, WHO HATH MADE ALL THINGS BY HIS WILL?
[bookmark: fr_185]8. AND NO ONE SAITH A STATUE OR A PICTURE COMES TO BE WITHOUT A SCULPTOR OR [WITHOUT] A PAINTER; DOTH [THEN] SUCH WORKMANSHIP AS THIS EXIST WITHOUT A WORKER? WHAT DEPTH OF BLINDNESS, WHAT DEEP IMPIETY, WHAT DEPTH OF IGNORANCE! [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] SEE, [THEN] THOU NE’ER, SON TAT, DEPRIVEST WORKS OF WORKER! NAY, RATHER IS HE GREATER THAN ALL NAMES, SO GREAT IS HE, THE FATHER OF THEM ALL. FOR VERILY HE IS THE ONLY ONE; AND THIS HIS WORK, TO BE A FATHER.
[bookmark: fr_186][bookmark: fr_187][bookmark: fr_188]9. SO, IF THOU FORCEST ME SOMEWHAT TOO BOLD, TO SPEAK, HIS BEING IS CONCEIVING OF ALL THINGS AND MAKING [THEM]. AND AS WITHOUT ITS MAKER IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT ANYTHING SHOULD BE, SO EVER IS HE NOT UNLESS HE EVER MAKES ALL THINGS, IN HEAVEN, IN AIR, IN EARTH, IN DEEP, IN ALL OF COSMOS, IN EVERY PART THAT IS AND THAT IS NOT OF EVERYTHING. FOR THERE IS NAUGHT IN ALL THE WORLD THAT IS NOT HE. HE IS HIMSELF, BOTH THINGS THAT ARE AND THINGS THAT ARE NOT. THE THINGS THAT ARE HE HATH MADE MANIFEST, HE KEEPETH THINGS THAT ARE NOT IN HIMSELF. 10. HE IS THE GOD BEYOND ALL NAME; HE THE UNMANIFEST, HE THE MOST MANIFEST; HE WHOM THE MIND [ALONE] CAN CONTEMPLATE, HE VISIBLE UNTO THE EYES [AS WELL]; HE IS THE ONE OF NO BODY, THE ONE OF MANY BODIES, NAY, RATHER HE OF EVERY BODY. NAUGHT IS THERE WHICH HE IS NOT. FOR ALL ARE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] HE AND HE IS ALL. AND FOR THIS CAUSE HATH HE ALL NAMES, IN THAT THEY ARE ONE FATHER’S. AND FOR THIS CAUSE HATH HE HIMSELF NO NAME, IN THAT HE’S FATHER OF [THEM] ALL. WHO, THEN, MAY SING THEE PRAISE OF THEE, OR [PRAISE] TO THEE? WHITHER, AGAIN, AM I TO TURN MY EYES TO SING THY PRAISE; ABOVE, BELOW, WITHIN, WITHOUT? THERE IS NO WAY, NO PLACE [IS THERE] ABOUT THEE, NOR ANY OTHER THING OF THINGS THAT ARE. ALL [ARE] IN THEE; ALL [ARE] FROM THEE, O THOU WHO GIVEST ALL AND TAKEST NAUGHT, FOR THOU HAST ALL AND NAUGHT IS THERE THOU HAST NOT.
[bookmark: fr_189]11. AND WHEN, O FATHER, SHALL I HYMN THEE? FOR NONE CAN SEIZE THY HOUR OR TIME. FOR WHAT, AGAIN, SHALL I SING HYMN? FOR THINGS THAT THOU HAST MADE, OR THINGS THOU HAST NOT? FOR THINGS THOU HAST MADE MANIFEST, OR THINGS THOU HAST CONCEALED? HOW, FURTHER, SHALL I HYMN THEE? AS BEING OF MYSELF? AS HAVING SOMETHING OF MINE OWN? AS BEING OTHER? FOR THAT THOU ART WHATEVER I MAY BE; THOU ART WHATEVER I MAY DO; THOU ART WHATEVER I MAY SPEAK. FOR THOU ART ALL, AND THERE IS NOTHING ELSE WHICH THOU ART NOT. THOU ART ALL THAT WHICH DOTH EXIST, AND THOU ART WHAT DOTH NOT EXIST, MIND WHEN THOU THINKEST, AND FATHER WHEN THOU MAKEST, AND GOD WHEN THOU DOST ENERGIZE, AND GOOD AND MAKER OF ALL THINGS. (FOR THAT THE SUBTLER PART OF MATTER IS THE AIR, OF AIR THE SOUL, OF SOUL THE MIND, AND OF MIND GOD.)
CORPUS HERMETICUM VI. (VII.)
IN GOD ALONE IS GOOD AND ELSEWHERE NOWHERE
(TEXT: P. 48-53; PAT. 14A-15A.) 1. GOOD, O ASCLEPIUS, IS IN NONE ELSE SAVE GOD ALONE; NAY, RATHER, GOOD IS GOD HIMSELF ETERNALLY. IF IT BE SO, [GOOD] MUST BE ESSENCE, FROM EVERY KIND OF MOTION AND BECOMING FREE (THOUGH NAUGHT IS FREE FROM IT), POSSESSED OF STABLE ENERGY AROUND ITSELF, NEVER TOO LITTLE, NOR TOO MUCH, AN EVER-FULL SUPPLY. [THOUGH] ONE, YET [IS IT] SOURCE OF ALL; FOR WHAT SUPPLIETH ALL IS GOOD. WHEN I, MOREOVER, SAY [SUPPLIETH] ALTOGETHER [ALL], IT IS FOR EVER GOOD. BUT THIS BELONGS TO NO ONE ELSE SAVE GOD ALONE. FOR HE STANDS NOT IN NEED OF ANY THING, SO THAT DESIRING IT HE SHOULD BE BAD; NOR CAN A SINGLE THING OF THINGS THAT ARE BE LOST TO HIM, ON LOSING WHICH HE SHOULD BE PAINED; FOR PAIN IS PART OF BAD. NOR IS THERE AUGHT SUPERIOR TO HIM, THAT HE SHOULD BE SUBDUED BY IT; NOR ANY PEER TO HIM TO DO HIM WRONG, OR [SO THAT] HE SHOULD FALL IN LOVE ON ITS ACCOUNT; NOR AUGHT THAT GIVES NO EAR TO HIM, WHEREAT HE SHOULD GROW ANGRY; NOR WISER AUGHT, FOR HIM TO ENVY.
[bookmark: fr_193][bookmark: fr_194][bookmark: fr_195]2. NOW AS ALL THESE ARE NON-EXISTENT IN HIS BEING, WHAT IS THERE LEFT BUT GOOD ALONE? FOR JUST AS NAUGHT OF BAD IS TO BE FOUND IN SUCH TRANSCENDENT BEING, SO TOO IN NO ONE OF THE REST WILL GOOD BE FOUND. FOR IN THEM ALL ARE ALL THE OTHER THINGS BOTH IN THE LITTLE AND THE GREAT, BOTH IN EACH SEVERALLY AND IN THIS LIVING ONE THAT’S GREATER THAN THEM ALL AND MIGHTIEST [OF THEM]. FOR THINGS SUBJECT TO BIRTH ABOUND IN PASSIONS, BIRTH IN ITSELF BEING PASSIBLE. BUT WHERE THERE’S PASSION, NOWHERE IS THERE GOOD; AND WHERE IS GOOD, NOWHERE A SINGLE PASSION. FOR WHERE IS DAY, NOWHERE IS NIGHT; AND WHERE IS NIGHT, DAY IS NOWHERE. WHEREFORE IN GENESIS THE GOOD CAN NEVER BE, BUT ONLY BE IN THE INGENERATE. BUT SEEING THAT THE SHARING IN ALL THINGS HATH BEEN BESTOWED ON MATTER, SO DOTH IT, SHARE IN GOOD. IN THIS WAY IS THE COSMOS GOOD; THAT, IN SO FAR AS IT DOTH MAKE ALL THINGS, AS FAR AS MAKING GOES IT’S GOOD, BUT IN ALL OTHER THINGS IT IS NOT GOOD. FOR IT’S BOTH PASSIBLE AND SUBJECT UNTO MOTION, AND MAKER OF THINGS PASSIBLE.
[bookmark: fr_196]3. WHEREAS IN MAN BY GREATER OR BY LESS OF BAD IS GOOD DETERMINED. FOR WHAT IS NOT TOO BAD DOWN HERE, IS GOOD; AND GOOD DOWN HERE IS THE LEAST PART OF BAD. IT CANNOT, THEREFORE, BE THAT GOOD DOWN HERE SHOULD BE QUITE CLEAN OF BAD, FOR DOWN HERE GOOD IS FOULED WITH BAD; AND BEING FOULED, IT STAYS NO LONGER GOOD, AND STAYING NOT IT CHANGES INTO BAD. IN GOD ALONE, IS, THEREFORE, GOOD, OR RATHER GOOD IS GOD HIMSELF. SO THEN, ASCLEPIUS, THE NAME ALONE OF GOOD IS FOUND IN MEN, THE THING ITSELF NOWHERE [IN THEM], FOR THIS CAN NEVER BE. FOR NO MATERIAL BODY DOTH CONTAIN IT, A THING BOUND ON ALL SIDES BY BAD, BY LABOURS, PAINS, DESIRES AND PASSIONS, BY ERROR AND BY FOOLISH THOUGHTS. AND GREATEST ILL OF ALL, ASCLEPIUS, IS THAT EACH OF THESE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN SAID ABOVE, IS THOUGHT DOWN HERE TO BE THE GREATEST GOOD. AND WHAT IS STILL AN EVEN GREATER ILL, IS BELLY-LUST, THE ERROR THAT DOTH LEAD THE BAND OF ALL THE OTHER ILLS THE THING THAT MAKES US TURN DOWN HERE FROM GOOD.
[bookmark: fr_197][bookmark: fr_198][bookmark: fr_199][bookmark: fr_200]4. AND I, FOR MY OWN PART, GIVE THANKS TO GOD, THAT HE HATH CAST IT IN MY MIND ABOUT THE GNOSIS OF THE GOOD, THAT IT CAN NEVER BE IT SHOULD BE IN THE WORLD. FOR THAT THE WORLD IS “FULLNESS” OF THE BAD, BUT GOD OF GOOD, AND GOOD OF GOD. THE EXCELLENCIES OF THE BEAUTIFUL ARE ROUND THE VERY ESSENCE [OF THE GOOD]; NAY, THEY DO SEEM TOO PURE, TOO UNALLOYED; PERCHANCE IT IS THEY THAT ARE THEMSELVES ITS ESSENCES. FOR ONE MAY DARE TO SAY, ASCLEPIUS, IF ESSENCE, SOOTH, HE HAVE—GOD’S ESSENCE IS THE BEAUTIFUL; THE BEAUTIFUL IS FURTHER ALSO GOOD. THERE IS NO GOOD THAT CAN BE GOT FROM OBJECTS IN THE WORLD. FOR ALL THE THINGS THAT FALL BENEATH THE EYE ARE IMAGE-THINGS AND PICTURES AS IT WERE; WHILE THOSE THAT DO NOT MEET [THE EYE ARE THE REALITIES], ESPECIALLY THE [ESSENCE] OF THE BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD. JUST AS THE EYE CANNOT SEE GOD, SO CAN IT NOT BEHOLD THE BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD. FOR THAT THEY ARE INTEGRAL PARTS OF GOD, WEDDED TO HIM ALONE, INSEPARATE FAMILIARS, MOST BELOVED, WITH WHOM GOD IS HIMSELF IN LOVE, OR THEY WITH GOD.
5. IF THOU CANST GOD CONCEIVE, THOU SHALT CONCEIVE THE BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD, TRANSCENDING LIGHT, MADE LIGHTER THAN THE LIGHT BY GOD. THAT BEAUTY IS BEYOND COMPARE, INIMITATE THAT GOOD, EVEN AS GOD IS HIMSELF. AS, THEN, THOU DOST CONCEIVE OF GOD, CONCEIVE THE BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD. FOR THEY CANNOT BE JOINED WITH AUGHT OF OTHER THINGS THAT LIVE, SINCE THEY CAN NEVER BE DIVORCED FROM GOD. SEEK’ST THOU FOR GOD, THOU SEEKEST FOR THE BEAUTIFUL. ONE IS THE PATH THAT LEADETH UNTO IT—DEVOTION JOINED WITH GNOSIS.
6. AND THUS IT IS THAT THEY WHO DO NOT KNOW AND DO NOT TREAD DEVOTION’S PATH, DO DARE TO CALL MAN BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD, THOUGH HE HAVE NE’ER E’EN IN HIS VISIONS SEEN A WHIT THAT’S GOOD, BUT IS ENWRAPPED WITH EVERY KIND OF BAD, AND THINKS THE BAD IS GOOD, AND THUS DOTH MAKE UNCEASING USE OF IT, AND EVEN FEARETH THAT IT SHOULD BE TA’EN FROM HIM, SO STRAINING EVERY NERVE NOT ONLY TO PRESERVE BUT EVEN TO INCREASE IT. SUCH ARE THE THINGS THAT MEN CALL GOOD AND BEAUTIFUL, ASCLEPIUS, THINGS WHICH WE CANNOT FLEE OR HATE; FOR HARDEST THING OF ALL IS THAT WE’VE NEED OF THEM AND CANNOT LIVE WITHOUT THEM.
CORPUS HERMETICUM VII. (VIII.)
THE GREATEST ILL AMONG MEN IS IGNORANCE OF GOD
(TEXT: P. 54, 55; PAT. 18A.) 1. WHITHER STUMBLE YE, SOTS, WHO HAVE SOPPED UP THE WINE OF IGNORANCE UNMIXED, AND CAN SO FAR NOT CARRY IT THAT YE ALREADY EVEN SPEW IT FORTH? STAY YE, BE SOBER, GAZE UPWARDS WITH THE [TRUE] EYES OF THE HEART! AND IF YE CANNOT ALL, YET YE AT LEAST WHO CAN! FOR THAT THE ILL OF IGNORANCE DOTH POUR O’ER ALL THE EARTH AND OVERWHELM THE SOUL THAT’S BATTENED DOWN WITHIN THE BODY, PREVENTING IT FROM FETCHING PORT WITHIN SALVATION’S HARBOURS.
[bookmark: fr_208][bookmark: fr_209]2. BE THEN NOT CARRIED OFF BY THE FIERCE FLOOD, BUT USING THE SHORE-CURRENT, YE WHO CAN, MAKE FOR SALVATION’S PORT, AND, HARBOURING THERE, SEEK YE FOR ONE TO TAKE YOU BY THE HAND AND LEAD YOU UNTO GNOSIS’ GATES. WHERE SHINES CLEAR LIGHT, OF EVERY DARKNESS CLEAN; WHERE NOT A SINGLE SOUL IS DRUNK, BUT SOBER ALL THEY GAZE WITH THEIR HEARTS’ EYES ON HIM WHO WILLETH TO BE SEEN. NO EAR CAN HEAR HIM, NOR CAN EYE SEE HIM, NOR TONGUE SPEAK OF HIM, BUT [ONLY] MIND AND HEART. BUT FIRST THOU MUST TEAR OFF FROM THEE THE CLOAK WHICH THOU DOST WEAR, THE WEB OF IGNORANCE, THE GROUND OF BAD, CORRUPTION’S CHAIN, THE CARAPACE OF DARKNESS, THE LIVING DEATH, SENSATION’S CORPSE, THE TOMB THOU CARRIEST WITH THEE, THE ROBBER IN THY HOUSE, WHO THROUGH THE THINGS HE LOVETH, HATETH THEE, AND THROUGH THE THINGS HE HATETH, BEARS THEE MALICE.
3. SUCH IS THE HATEFUL CLOAK THOU WEAREST, THAT THROTTLES THEE [AND HOLDS THEE] DOWN TO IT, IN ORDER THAT THOU MAY’ST NOT GAZE ABOVE, AND, HAVING SEEN THE BEAUTY OF THE TRUTH, AND GOOD THAT DWELLS THEREIN, DETEST THE BAD OF IT; HAVING FOUND OUT THE PLOT THAT IT HATH SCHEMED AGAINST THEE, BY MAKING VOID OF SENSE THOSE SEEMING THINGS WHICH MEN THINK SENSES. FOR THAT IT HATH WITH MASS OF MATTER BLOCKED THEM UP AND CRAMMED THEM FULL OF LOATHSOME LUST, SO THAT THOU MAY’ST NOT HEAR ABOUT THE THINGS THAT THOU SHOULD’ST HEAR, NOR SEE THE THINGS THAT THOU SHOULD’ST SEE.
CORPUS HERMETICUM VIII. (IX.)
THAT NO ONE OF EXISTING THINGS DOTH PERISH, BUT MEN IN ERROR SPEAK OF THEIR CHANGES AS DESTRUCTIONS AND AS DEATHS [OF HERMES TO TAT]
[bookmark: fr_210][bookmark: fr_211][bookmark: fr_212](TEXT: P. 56-59; PAT. 48A, 48B.) 1. [HERMES.] CONCERNING SOUL AND BODY, SON, WE NOW MUST SPEAK; IN WHAT WAY SOUL IS DEATHLESS, AND WHENCE COMES THE ACTIVITY IN COMPOSING AND DISSOLVING BODY. FOR THERE’S NO DEATH FOR AUGHT OF THINGS [THAT ARE]; THE THOUGHT [THIS] WORD CONVEYS, IS EITHER VOID OF FACT, OR [SIMPLY] BY THE KNOCKING OFF A SYLLABLE WHAT IS CALLED “DEATH,” DOTH STAND FOR “DEATHLESS.” FOR DEATH IS OF DESTRUCTION, AND NOTHING IN THE COSMOS IS DESTROYED. FOR IF COSMOS IS SECOND GOD, A LIFE THAT CANNOT DIE, IT CANNOT BE THAT ANY PART OF THIS IMMORTAL LIFE SHOULD DIE. ALL THINGS IN COSMOS ARE PARTS OF COSMOS, AND MOST OF ALL IS MAN, THE RATIONAL ANIMAL.
[bookmark: fr_213]2. FOR TRULY FIRST OF ALL, ETERNAL AND TRANSCENDING BIRTH, IS GOD THE UNIVERSALS’ MAKER. SECOND IS HE “AFTER HIS IMAGE,” COSMOS, BROUGHT INTO BEING BY HIM, SUSTAINED AND FED BY HIM, MADE DEATHLESS, AS BY HIS OWN SIRE, LIVING FOR AYE, AS EVER FREE FROM DEATH. NOW THAT WHICH EVER-LIVETH, DIFFERS FROM THE ETERNAL; FOR HE HATH NOT BEEN BROUGHT TO BEING BY ANOTHER, AND EVEN IF HE HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO BEING, HE HATH NOT BEEN BROUGHT INTO BEING BY HIMSELF, BUT EVER IS BROUGHT INTO BEING. FOR THE ETERNAL, IN THAT IT IS ETERNAL, IS THE ALL. THE FATHER IS HIMSELF ETERNAL OF HIMSELF, BUT COSMOS HATH BECOME ETERNAL AND IMMORTAL BY THE FATHER.
[bookmark: fr_214][bookmark: fr_215][bookmark: fr_216][bookmark: fr_217][bookmark: fr_218]3. AND OF THE MATTER STORED BENEATH IT, THE FATHER MADE OF IT A UNIVERSAL BODY, AND PACKING IT TOGETHER MADE IT SPHERICAL—WRAPPING IT ROUND THE LIFE [A SPHERE] WHICH IS IMMORTAL IN ITSELF, AND THAT DOTH MAKE MATERIALITY ETERNAL. BUT HE, THE FATHER, FULL-FILLED WITH HIS IDEAS, DID SOW THE LIVES INTO THE SPHERE, AND SHUT THEM IN AS IN A CAVE, WILLING TO ORDER FORTH THE LIFE WITH EVERY KIND OF LIVING. SO, HE WITH DEATHLESSNESS ENCLOSED THE UNIVERSAL BODY, THAT MATTER MIGHT NOT WISH TO SEPARATE ITSELF FROM BODY’S COMPOSITION, AND SO DISSOLVE INTO ITS OWN [ORIGINAL] UNORDER. FOR MATTER, SON, WHEN IT WAS YET INCORPORATE, WAS IN UNORDER. AND IT DOTH STILL RETAIN DOWN HERE THIS [NATURE OF UNORDER] ENVELOPING THE REST OF THE SMALL LIVES THAT INCREASE-AND-DECREASE WHICH MEN CALL DEATH.
[bookmark: fr_219][bookmark: fr_220][bookmark: fr_221]4. IT IS ROUND EARTHLY LIVES THAT THIS UNORDER DOTH EXIST. FOR THAT THE BODIES OF THE HEAVENLY ONES PRESERVE ONE ORDER ALLOTTED TO THEM FROM THE FATHER AS THEIR RULE; AND IT IS BY THE RESTORATION OF EACH ONE [OF THEM] THIS ORDER IS PRESERVED INDISSOLUTE. THE “RESTORATION” THEN OF BODIES ON THE EARTH IS [THUS THEIR] COMPOSITION, WHEREAS THEIR DISSOLUTION RESTORES THEM TO THOSE BODIES WHICH CAN NEVER BE DISSOLVED, THAT IS TO SAY, WHICH KNOW NO DEATH. PRIVATION, THUS, OF SENSE IS BROUGHT ABOUT, NOT LOSS OF BODIES.
5. NOW THE THIRD LIFE—MAN, AFTER THE IMAGE OF THE COSMOS MADE, [AND] HAVING MIND, AFTER THE FATHER’S WILL, BEYOND ALL EARTHLY LIVES—NOT ONLY DOTH HAVE FEELING WITH THE SECOND GOD, BUT ALSO HATH CONCEPTION OF THE FIRST; FOR OF THE ONE ’TIS SENSIBLE AS OF A BODY, WHILE OF THE OTHER IT CONCEIVES AS BODILESS AND THE GOOD MIND. TAT. DOTH THEN THIS LIFE NOT PERISH? HER. HUSH, SON! AND UNDERSTAND WHAT GOD, WHAT COSMOS [IS], WHAT IS A LIFE THAT CANNOT DIE, AND WHAT A LIFE SUBJECT TO DISSOLUTION. YEA, UNDERSTAND THE COSMOS IS BY GOD AND IN GOD; BUT MAN, BY COSMOS AND IN COSMOS. THE SOURCE AND LIMIT AND THE CONSTITUTION OF ALL THINGS IS GOD.
CORPUS HERMETICUM IX. (X.)
ON THOUGHT AND SENSE THAT THE BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD IS IN GOD ONLY AND ELSEWHERE NOWHERE
[bookmark: fr_223][bookmark: fr_224](TEXT: P. 60-67; PAT. 14, 15.) 1. I GAVE THE PERFECT SERMON (LOGOS) YESTERDAY, ASCLEPIUS; TO-DAY I THINK IT RIGHT, AS SEQUEL THEREUNTO, TO GO THROUGH POINT BY POINT THE SERMON ABOUT SENSE. NOW SENSE AND THOUGHT DO SEEM TO DIFFER, IN THAT THE FORMER HAS TO DO WITH MATTER, THE LATTER HAS TO DO WITH SUBSTANCE. BUT UNTO ME BOTH SEEM TO BE AT-ONE AND NOT TO DIFFER—IN MEN I MEAN. IN OTHER LIVES SENSE IS AT-ONED WITH NATURE, BUT IN MEN THOUGHT. NOW MIND DOTH DIFFER JUST AS MUCH FROM THOUGHT AS GOD DOTH FROM DIVINITY. FOR THAT DIVINITY BY GOD DOTH COME TO BE, AND BY MIND THOUGHT, THE SISTER OF THE WORD (LOGOS) AND INSTRUMENTS OF ONE ANOTHER. FOR NEITHER DOTH THE WORD (LOGOS) FIND UTTERANCE WITHOUT THOUGHT, NOR IS THOUGHT MANIFESTED WITHOUT WORD.
2. SO SENSE AND THOUGHT BOTH, FLOW TOGETHER INTO MAN, AS THOUGH THEY WERE ENTWINED WITH ONE ANOTHER. FOR NEITHER WITHOUT SENSING CAN ONE THINK, NOR WITHOUT THINKING SENSE. BUT IT IS POSSIBLE [THEY SAY] TO THINK A THING APART FROM SENSE, AS THOSE WHO FANCY SIGHTS IN DREAMS. BUT UNTO ME IT SEEMS THAT BOTH OF THESE ACTIVITIES OCCUR IN DREAM-SIGHT, AND SENSE DOTH PASS OUT OF THE SLEEPING TO THE WAKING STATE. FOR MAN IS SEPARATED INTO SOUL AND BODY, AND ONLY WHEN THE TWO SIDES OF HIS SENSE AGREE TOGETHER, DOES UTTERANCE OF ITS THOUGHT CONCEIVED BY MIND TAKE PLACE.
[bookmark: fr_225]3. FOR IT IS MIND THAT DOTH CONCEIVE ALL THOUGHTS GOOD THOUGHTS—WHEN IT RECEIVES THE SEEDS FROM GOD, THEIR CONTRARIES WHEN [IT RECEIVETH THEM] FROM ONE OF THE DAIMONIALS; NO PART OF COSMOS BEING FREE OF DAIMON, WHO STEALTHILY DOTH CREEP INTO THE DAIMON WHO’S ILLUMINED BY GOD’S LIGHT, AND SOW IN HIM THE SEED OF ITS OWN ENERGY. AND MIND CONCEIVES THE SEED THUS SOWN, ADULTERY, MURDER, PARRICIDE, [AND] SACRILEGE, IMPIETY, [AND] STRANGLING, CASTING DOWN PRECIPICES, AND ALL SUCH OTHER DEEDS AS ARE THE WORK OF EVIL DAIMONES.
[bookmark: fr_226][bookmark: fr_227][bookmark: fr_228]4. THE SEEDS OF GOD, IT IS TRUE, ARE FEW, BUT VAST AND FAIR, AND GOOD—VIRTUE AND SELF-CONTROL, DEVOTION. DEVOTION IS GOD-GNOSIS; AND HE WHO KNOWETH GOD, BEING FILLED WITH ALL GOOD THINGS, THINKS GODLY THOUGHTS AND NOT THOUGHTS LIKE THE MANY [THINK]. FOR THIS CAUSE THEY WHO GNOSTIC ARE, PLEASE NOT THE MANY, NOR THE MANY THEM. THEY ARE THOUGHT MAD AND LAUGHED AT; THEY’RE HATED AND DESPISED, AND SOMETIMES EVEN PUT TO DEATH. FOR WE DID SAY THAT BAD MUST NEEDS DWELL HERE ON EARTH, WHERE ’TIS IN ITS OWN PLACE. ITS PLACE IS EARTH, AND NOT COSMOS, AS SOME WILL SOMETIMES SAY WITH IMPIOUS TONGUE. BUT HE WHO IS A DEVOTEE OF GOD, WILL BEAR WITH ALL—ONCE HE HAS SENSED THE GNOSIS. FOR SUCH A ONE ALL THINGS, E’EN THOUGH THEY BE FOR OTHERS BAD, ARE FOR HIM GOOD; DELIBERATELY HE DOTH REFER THEM ALL UNTO THE GNOSIS. AND, THING MOST MARVELLOUS, ’TIS HE ALONE WHO MAKETH BAD THINGS GOOD.
[bookmark: fr_229][bookmark: fr_230]5. BUT I RETURN ONCE MORE TO THE DISCOURSE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] (LOGOS) ON SENSE. THAT SENSE DOTH SHARE WITH THOUGHT IN MAN, DOTH CONSTITUTE HIM MAN. BUT ’TIS NOT [EVERY] MAN, AS I HAVE SAID, WHO BENEFITS BY THOUGHT; FOR THIS MAN IS MATERIAL, THAT OTHER ONE SUBSTANTIAL. FOR THE MATERIAL MAN, AS I HAVE SAID, [CONSORTING] WITH THE BAD, DOTH HAVE HIS SEED OF THOUGHT FROM DAIMONS; WHILE THE SUBSTANTIAL MEN [CONSORTING] WITH THE GOOD, ARE SAVED BY GOD. NOW GOD IS MAKER OF ALL THINGS, AND IN HIS MAKING, HE MAKETH ALL [AT LAST] LIKE TO HIMSELF; BUT THEY, WHILE THEY’RE BECOMING GOOD BY EXERCISE OF THEIR ACTIVITY, ARE UNPRODUCTIVE THINGS. IT IS THE WORKING OF THE COSMIC COURSE THAT MAKETH THEIR BECOMINGS WHAT THEY ARE, BEFOULING SOME OF THEM WITH BAD AND OTHERS OF THEM MAKING CLEAN WITH GOOD. FOR COSMOS, TOO, ASCLEPIUS, POSSESSETH SENSE-AND-THOUGHT PECULIAR TO ITSELF, NOT LIKE TO THAT OF MAN; IT IS NOT SO MANIFOLD, BUT AS IT WERE A BETTER AND A SIMPLER ONE.
6. THE SINGLE SENSE-AND-THOUGHT OF COSMOS IS TO MAKE ALL THINGS, AND MAKE THEM BACK INTO ITSELF AGAIN, AS ORGAN OF THE WILL OF GOD, SO ORGANISED THAT IT, RECEIVING ALL THE SEEDS INTO ITSELF FROM GOD, AND KEEPING THEM WITHIN ITSELF, MAY MAKE ALL MANIFEST, AND [THEN] DISSOLVING THEM, MAKE THEM ALL NEW AGAIN; AND THUS, LIKE A GOOD GARDENER OF LIFE, THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN DISSOLVED, IT TAKETH TO ITSELF, AND GIVETH THEM RENEWAL ONCE AGAIN. THERE IS NO THING TO WHICH IT GIVES NOT LIFE; BUT TAKING ALL UNTO ITSELF IT MAKES THEM LIVE, AND IS AT THE SAME TIME THE PLACE OF LIFE AND ITS CREATOR.
7. NOW BODIES MATTER [-MADE] ARE IN DIVERSITY. SOME ARE OF EARTH, OF WATER SOME, SOME ARE OF AIR, AND SOME OF FIRE. BUT THEY ARE ALL COMPOSED; SOME ARE MORE [COMPOSITE], AND SOME ARE SIMPLER. THE HEAVIER ONES ARE MORE [COMPOSED], THE LIGHTER LESS SO. IT IS THE SPEED OF COSMOS’ COURSE THAT WORKS THE MANIFOLDNESS OF THE KINDS OF BIRTHS. FOR BEING A MOST SWIFT BREATH, IT DOTH BESTOW THEIR QUALITIES ON BODIES TOGETHER WITH THE ONE PLEROMA—THAT OF LIFE.
[bookmark: fr_231]8. GOD, THEN, IS SIRE OF COSMOS; COSMOS, OF [ALL] IN COSMOS. AND COSMOS IS GOD’S SON; BUT THINGS IN COSMOS ARE BY COSMOS. AND PROPERLY HATH IT BEEN CALLED COSMOS [ORDER]; FOR THAT IT ORDERS ALL WITH THEIR DIVERSITY OF BIRTH, WITH ITS NOT LEAVING AUGHT WITHOUT ITS LIFE, WITH THE UNWEARIEDNESS OF ITS ACTIVITY, THE SPEED OF ITS NECESSITY, THE COMPOSITION OF ITS ELEMENTS, AND ORDER OF ITS CREATURES. THE SAME, THEN, OF NECESSITY AND OF PROPRIETY SHOULD HAVE THE NAME OF ORDER. THE SENSE-AND-THOUGHT, THEN, OF ALL LIVES DOTH COME INTO THEM FROM WITHOUT, INBREATHED BY WHAT CONTAINS [THEM ALL]; WHEREAS COSMOS RECEIVES THEM ONCE FOR ALL TOGETHER WITH ITS COMING INTO BEING, AND KEEPS THEM AS A GIFT FROM GOD.
9. BUT GOD IS NOT, AS SOME SUPPOSE, BEYOND THE REACH OF SENSE-AND-THOUGHT. IT IS THROUGH SUPERSTITION MEN THUS IMPIOUSLY SPEAK. FOR ALL THE THINGS THAT ARE, ASCLEPIUS, ALL ARE IN GOD, ARE BROUGHT BY GOD TO BE, AND DO DEPEND ON HIM—BOTH THINGS THAT ACT THROUGH BODIES, AND THINGS THAT THROUGH SOUL-SUBSTANCE MAKE [OTHER THINGS] TO MOVE, AND THINGS THAT MAKE THINGS LIVE BY MEANS OF SPIRIT, AND THINGS THAT TAKE UNTO THEMSELVES THE THINGS THAT ARE WORN OUT. AND RIGHTLY SO; NAY, I WOULD RATHER SAY, HE DOTH NOT HAVE THESE THINGS; BUT I SPEAK FORTH THE TRUTH, HE IS THEM ALL HIMSELF. HE DOTH NOT GET THEM FROM WITHOUT, BUT GIVES THEM OUT [FROM HIM]. THIS IS GOD’S SENSE-AND-THOUGHT, EVER TO MOVE ALL THINGS. AND NEVER TIME SHALL BE WHEN E’EN A WHIT OF THINGS THAT ARE SHALL CEASE; AND WHEN I SAY “A WHIT OF THINGS THAT ARE,” I MEAN A WHIT OF GOD. FOR THINGS THAT ARE, GOD HATH; NOR AUGHT [IS THERE] WITHOUT HIM, NOR [IS] HE WITHOUT AUGHT.
[bookmark: fr_232][bookmark: fr_233][bookmark: fr_234]10. THESE THINGS SHOULD SEEM TO THEE, ASCLEPIUS, IF THOU DOST UNDERSTAND THEM, TRUE; BUT IF THOU DOST NOT UNDERSTAND, THINGS NOT TO BE BELIEVED. TO UNDERSTAND IS TO BELIEVE, TO NOT BELIEVE IS NOT TO UNDERSTAND. MY WORD (LOGOS) DOTH GO BEFORE [THEE] TO THE TRUTH. BUT MIGHTY IS THE MIND, AND WHEN IT HATH BEEN LED BY WORD UP TO A CERTAIN POINT, IT HATH THE POWER TO COME BEFORE [THEE] TO THE TRUTH. AND HAVING THOUGHT OVER ALL THESE THINGS, AND FOUND THEM CONSONANT WITH THOSE WHICH HAVE ALREADY BEEN TRANSLATED BY THE REASON, IT HATH [E’EN NOW] BELIEVED, AND FOUND ITS REST IN THAT FAIR FAITH. TO THOSE, THEN, WHO BY GOD’S [GOOD AID] DO UNDERSTAND THE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN SAID [BY US] ABOVE, THEY’RE CREDIBLE; BUT UNTO THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND THEM NOT, INCREDIBLE. LET SO MUCH, THEN, SUFFICE ON THOUGHT-AND-SENSE.
CORPUS HERMETICUM X. (XI.)
THE KEY OF THRICE-GREATEST HERMES
[bookmark: fr_239][bookmark: fr_240][bookmark: fr_241](TEXT: P. 67-84; PAT. 9B-12.) 1. HERMES. MY YESTERDAY’S DISCOURSE (LOGOS) I DID DEVOTE TO THEE, ASCLEPIUS, AND SO ’TIS [ONLY] RIGHT I SHOULD DEVOTE TODAY’S TO TAT; AND THIS THE MORE BECAUSE IT IS THE ABRIDGMENT OF THE GENERAL SERMONS (LOGOI) WHICH HE HAS HAD ADDRESSED TO HIM. “GOD, FATHER AND THE GOOD,” THEN, TAT, HATH THE SAME NATURE, OR MORE EXACTLY, ENERGY.  FOR NATURE IS A PREDICATE OF GROWTH, AND USED OF THINGS THAT CHANGE, BOTH MOBILE AND IMMOBILE, THAT IS TO SAY, BOTH HUMAN AND DIVINE, EACH ONE OF WHICH HE WILLETH INTO BEING. BUT ENERGY CONSISTS IN SOMETHING ELSE, AS WE HAVE SHOWN IN TREATING OF THE REST, BOTH THINGS DIVINE AND HUMAN THINGS; WHICH THING WE OUGHT TO HAVE IN MIND WHEN TREATING OF THE GOOD.  
[bookmark: fr_242]2. GOD’S ENERGY IS THEN HIS WILL; FURTHER HIS ESSENCE IS TO WILL THE BEING OF ALL THINGS. FOR WHAT IS “GOD AND FATHER AND THE GOOD” BUT THE TO BE OF ALL THAT ARE NOT YET? NAY, SUBSISTENCE SELF OF EVERYTHING THAT IS; THIS, THEN, IS GOD, THIS FATHER, THIS THE GOOD; TO HIM IS ADDED NAUGHT OF ALL THE REST. AND THOUGH THE COSMOS, THAT IS TO SAY THE SUN, IS ALSO SIRE HIMSELF TO THEM THAT SHARE IN HIM; YET SO FAR IS HE NOT THE CAUSE OF GOOD UNTO THE LIVES, HE IS NOT EVEN OF THEIR LIVING. SO THAT E’EN IF HE BE A SIRE, HE IS ENTIRELY SO BY THE COMPULSION OF THE GOOD’S GOOD-WILL, APART FROM WHICH NOR BEING NOR BECOMING COULD EVER BE.
[bookmark: fr_243][bookmark: fr_244][bookmark: fr_245]3. AGAIN, THE PARENT IS THE CHILDREN’S CAUSE, BOTH ON THE FATHER’S AND THE MOTHER’S SIDE, ONLY BY SHARING IN THE GOOD’S DESIRE [THAT DOTH POUR] THROUGH THE SUN. IT IS THE GOOD WHICH DOETH THE CREATING. AND SUCH A POWER CAN BE POSSESSED BY NO ONE ELSE THAN HIM ALONE WHO TAKETH NAUGHT, BUT WILLS ALL THINGS TO BE; I WILL NOT, TAT, SAY MAKES. FOR THAT THE MAKER IS DEFECTIVE FOR LONG PERIODS (IN WHICH HE SOMETIMES MAKES, AND SOMETIMES DOTH NOT MAKE) BOTH IN THE QUALITY AND IN THE QUANTITY [OF WHAT HE MAKES]; IN THAT HE SOMETIMES MAKETH THEM SO MANY AND SUCH LIKE, AND SOMETIMES THE REVERSE. BUT “GOD AND FATHER AND THE GOOD” IS [CAUSE] FOR ALL TO BE. SO ARE AT LEAST THESE THINGS FOR WHO CAN SEE.
[bookmark: fr_246][bookmark: fr_247][bookmark: fr_248][bookmark: fr_249]4. FOR IT DOTH WILL TO BE, AND IT IS BOTH ITSELF AND MOST OF ALL BY REASON OF ITSELF. INDEED, ALL OTHER THINGS BESIDE ARE JUST BECAUSE OF IT; FOR THE DISTINCTIVE FEATURE OF THE GOOD IS “THAT IT SHOULD BE KNOWN.” SUCH IS THE GOOD, O TAT. TAT. THOU HAST, O FATHER, FILLED US SO FULL OF THIS SO GOOD AND FAIREST SIGHT, THAT THEREBY MY MIND’S EYE HATH NOW BECOME FOR ME ALMOST A THING TO WORSHIP. FOR THAT THE VISION OF THE GOOD DOTH NOT, LIKE THE SUN’S BEAM, FIRE-LIKE BLAZE ON THE EYES AND MAKE THEM CLOSE; NAY, ON THE CONTRARY, IT SHINETH FORTH AND MAKETH TO INCREASE THE SEEING OF THE EYE, AS FAR AS E’ER A MAN HATH THE CAPACITY TO HOLD THE INFLOW OF THE RADIANCE THAT THE MIND ALONE CAN SEE. NOT ONLY DOES IT COME MORE SWIFTLY DOWN TO US, BUT IT DOES US NO HARM, AND IS INSTINCT WITH ALL IMMORTAL LIFE. 5. THEY WHO ARE ABLE TO DRINK IN A SOMEWHAT MORE THAN OTHERS OF THIS SIGHT, OFTTIMES FROM OUT THE BODY FALL ASLEEP INTO THIS FAIREST SPECTACLE, AS WAS THE CASE WITH URANUS AND CRONUS, OUR FOREBEARS. MAY THIS BE OUR LOT TOO, O FATHER MINE! HER. YEA, MAY IT BE, MY SON! BUT AS IT IS, WE ARE NOT YET STRUNG TO THE VISION, AND NOT AS YET HAVE WE THE POWER OUR MIND’S EYE TO UNFOLD AND GAZE UPON THE BEAUTY OF THE GOOD—BEAUTY THAT NAUGHT CAN E’ER CORRUPT OR ANY COMPREHEND. FOR [ONLY] THEN WILT THOU UPON IT GAZE WHEN THOU CANST SAY NO WORD CONCERNING IT. FOR GNOSIS OF THE GOOD IS HOLY SILENCE AND A GIVING HOLIDAY TO EVERY SENSE. 
6. FOR NEITHER CAN HE WHO PERCEIVETH IT, PERCEIVE AUGHT ELSE; NOR HE WHO GAZETH ON IT, GAZE ON AUGHT ELSE; NOR HEAR AUGHT ELSE, NOR STIR HIS BODY ANY WAY. STAYING HIS BODY’S EVERY SENSE AND EVERY MOTION HE STAYETH STILL. AND SHINING THEN ALL ROUND HIS MIND, IT SHINES THROUGH HIS WHOLE SOUL, AND DRAWS IT OUT OF BODY, TRANSFORMING ALL OF HIM TO ESSENCE. FOR IT IS POSSIBLE, MY SON, THAT A MAN’S SOUL SHOULD BE MADE LIKE TO GOD, E’EN WHILE IT STILL IS IN A BODY, IF IT DOTH CONTEMPLATE THE BEAUTY OF THE GOOD.
[bookmark: fr_250]7. TAT. MADE LIKE TO GOD! WHAT DOST THOU, FATHER, MEAN? HER. OF EVERY SOUL APART ARE TRANSFORMATIONS, SON. TAT. WHAT MEANEST THOU? APART! HER. DIDST THOU NOT, IN THE GENERAL SERMONS, HEAR THAT FROM ONE SOUL—THE ALL-SOUL—COME ALL THESE SOULS WHICH ARE MADE TO REVOLVE IN ALL THE COSMOS, AS THOUGH DIVIDED OFF? OF THESE SOULS, THEN, IT IS THAT THERE ARE MANY CHANGES, SOME TO A HAPPIER LOT AND SOME TO [JUST] THE CONTRARY OF THIS. THUS, SOME THAT WERE ONCE CREEPING THINGS CHANGE INTO THINGS THAT IN THE WATER DWELL, THE SOULS OF WATER THINGS CHANGE TO EARTH-DWELLERS, THOSE THAT LIVE ON THE EARTH CHANGE INTO THINGS WITH WINGS, AND SOULS THAT LIVE IN AIR CHANGE INTO MEN, WHILE HUMAN SOULS REACH THE FIRST STEP OF DEATHLESSNESS CHANGED INTO DAIMONES. AND SO, THEY CIRCLE TO THE CHOIR OF THE INERRANT GODS; FOR OF THE GODS THERE ARE TWO CHOIRS, THE ONE INERRANT, AND THE OTHER ERRANT. AND THIS IS THE MOST PERFECT GLORY OF THE SOUL.
[bookmark: fr_251][bookmark: fr_252]8. BUT IF A SOUL ON ENTERING IN THE BODY OF A MAN PERSISTETH IN ITS VICE, IT NEITHER TASTETH DEATHLESSNESS NOR SHARETH IN THE GOOD; BUT SPEEDING BACK AGAIN IT TURNS INTO THE PATH THAT LEADS TO CREEPING THINGS. THIS IS THE SENTENCE OF THE VICIOUS SOUL. AND THE SOUL’S VICE IS IGNORANCE. FOR THAT THE SOUL WHO HATH NO KNOWLEDGE OF THE THINGS THAT ARE, OR KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR NATURE, OR OF GOOD, IS BLINDED BY THE BODY’S PASSIONS AND TOSSED ABOUT. THIS WRETCHED SOUL, NOT KNOWING WHAT SHE IS, BECOMES THE SLAVE OF BODIES OF STRANGE FORM IN SORRY PLIGHT, BEARING THE BODY AS A LOAD; NOT AS THE RULER, BUT THE RULED. THIS [IGNORANCE] IS THE SOUL’S VICE.
[bookmark: fr_253][bookmark: fr_254]9. BUT ON THE OTHER HAND THE VIRTUE OF THE SOUL IS GNOSIS. FOR HE WHO KNOWS, HE GOOD AND PIOUS IS, AND STILL WHILE ON THE EARTH DIVINE. TAT. BUT WHO IS SUCH A ONE, O FATHER MINE? HER. HE WHO DOTH NOT SAY MUCH OR LEND HIS EAR TO MUCH. FOR HE WHO SPENDETH TIME IN ARGUING AND HEARING ARGUMENTS, DOTH SHADOW FIGHT. FOR “GOD, THE FATHER AND THE GOOD,” IS NOT TO BE OBTAINED BY SPEECH OR HEARING. AND YET THOUGH THIS IS SO, THERE ARE IN ALL THE, BEING’S SENSES, IN THAT THEY CANNOT WITHOUT SENSES BE. BUT GNOSIS IS FAR DIFFERENT FROM SENSE. FOR SENSE IS BROUGHT ABOUT BY THAT WHICH HATH THE MASTERY O’ER US, WHILE GNOSIS IS THE END OF SCIENCE, AND SCIENCE IS GOD’S GIFT.
[bookmark: fr_255][bookmark: fr_256][bookmark: fr_257][bookmark: fr_258]10. ALL SCIENCE IS INCORPORAL, THE INSTRUMENT IT USES BEING THE MIND, JUST AS THE MIND EMPLOYS THE BODY. BOTH THEN COME INTO BODIES, [I MEAN] BOTH THINGS THAT ARE COGNIZABLE BY MIND ALONE AND THINGS MATERIAL. FOR ALL THINGS MUST CONSIST OUT OF ANTITHESIS AND CONTRARIETY; AND THIS CAN OTHERWISE NOT BE. TAT. WHO THEN IS THIS MATERIAL GOD OF WHOM THOU SPEAKEST? HER. COSMOS IS BEAUTIFUL, BUT IS NOT GOOD FOR THAT IT IS MATERIAL AND FREELY PASSIBLE; AND THOUGH IT IS THE FIRST OF ALL THINGS PASSIBLE, YET IS IT IN THE SECOND RANK OF BEING AND WANTING IN ITSELF. AND THOUGH IT NEVER HATH ITSELF ITS BIRTH IN TIME, BUT EVER IS, YET IS ITS BEING IN BECOMING, BECOMING FOR ALL TIME THE GENESIS OF QUALITIES AND QUANTITIES; FOR IT IS MOBILE AND ALL MATERIAL MOTION’S GENESIS. 
[bookmark: fr_259][bookmark: fr_260][bookmark: fr_261][bookmark: fr_262][bookmark: fr_263][bookmark: fr_264]11. IT IS INTELLIGIBLE REST THAT MOVES MATERIAL MOTION IN THIS WAY, SINCE COSMOS IS A SPHERE—THAT IS TO SAY, A HEAD. AND NAUGHT OF HEAD ABOVE’S MATERIAL, AS NAUGHT OF FEET BELOW’S INTELLIGIBLE, BUT ALL MATERIAL. AND HEAD ITSELF MOVED IN A SPHERE-LIKE WAY—THAT IS TO SAY, AS HEAD SHOULD MOVE, IS MIND. ALL THEN THAT ARE UNITED TO THE “TISSUE” OF THIS “HEAD” (IN WHICH IS SOUL) ARE IN THEIR NATURE FREE FROM DEATH, JUST AS WHEN BODY HATH BEEN MADE IN SOUL, ARE THINGS THAT HAVE MORE SOUL THAN BODY. WHEREAS THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE AT GREATER DISTANCE FROM THIS “TISSUE”—THERE, WHERE ARE THINGS WHICH HAVE A GREATER SHARE OF BODY THAN OF SOUL—ARE BY THEIR NATURE SUBJECT UNTO DEATH. THE WHOLE, HOWEVER, IS A LIFE; SO THAT THE UNIVERSE CONSISTS OF BOTH THE HYLIC AND OF THE INTELLIGIBLE.  
[bookmark: fr_265][bookmark: fr_266][bookmark: fr_267][bookmark: fr_268]12. AGAIN, THE COSMOS IS THE FIRST OF LIVING THINGS, WHILE MAN IS SECOND AFTER IT, THOUGH FIRST OF THINGS SUBJECT TO DEATH. MAN, HATH THE SAME ENSOULING POWER IN HIM AS ALL THE REST OF LIVING THINGS; YET IS HE NOT ONLY NOT GOOD, BUT EVEN EVIL, FOR THAT HE’S, SUBJECT UNTO DEATH. FOR THOUGH THE COSMOS ALSO IS NOT GOOD IN THAT IT SUFFERS MOTION, IT IS NOT EVIL, IN THAT IT IS NOT SUBJECT UNTO DEATH. BUT MAN, IN THAT HE’S SUBJECT BOTH TO MOTION AND TO DEATH, IS EVIL.  
[bookmark: fr_269][bookmark: fr_270][bookmark: fr_271]13. NOW THEN THE PRINCIPLES OF MAN ARE THIS-WISE VEHICLED: MIND IN THE REASON (LOGOS), THE REASON IN THE SOUL, SOUL IN THE SPIRIT, [AND] SPIRIT IN THE BODY. SPIRIT PERVADING [BODY] BY MEANS OF VEINS AND ARTERIES AND BLOOD, BESTOWS UPON THE LIVING CREATURE MOTION, AND AS IT WERE DOTH BEAR IT IN A WAY. FOR THIS CAUSE, SOME DO THINK THE SOUL IS BLOOD, IN THAT THEY DO MISTAKE ITS NATURE, NOT KNOWING THAT [AT DEATH] IT IS THE SPIRIT THAT MUST FIRST WITHDRAW INTO THE SOUL, WHEREON THE BLOOD CONGEALS AND VEINS AND ARTERIES ARE EMPTIED, AND THEN THE LIVING CREATURE IS WITHDRAWN; AND THIS IS BODY’S DEATH.
[bookmark: fr_272]14. NOW FROM ONE SOURCE ALL THINGS DEPEND; WHILE SOURCE [DEPENDETH] FROM THE ONE AND ONLY [ONE]. SOURCE IS, MOREOVER, MOVED TO BECOME SOURCE AGAIN; WHEREAS THE ONE STANDETH PERPETUALLY AND IS NOT MOVED. THREE THEN ARE THEY: “GOD, THE FATHER AND THE GOOD,” COSMOS AND MAN. GOD DOTH CONTAIN COSMOS; COSMOS [CONTAINETH] MAN. COSMOS IS E’ER GOD’S SON, MAN AS IT WERE COSMOS’S CHILD. 
[bookmark: fr_273][bookmark: fr_274][bookmark: fr_275]15. NOT THAT, HOWEVER, GOD IGNORETH MAN; NAY, RIGHT WELL DOTH HE KNOW HIM, AND WILLETH TO BE KNOWN. THIS IS THE SOLE SALVATION FOR A MAN—GOD’S GNOSIS. THIS IS THE WAY UP TO THE MOUNT. BY HIM ALONE THE SOUL BECOMETH GOOD, NOT WHILES IS GOOD, WHILES EVIL, BUT [GOOD] OUT OF NECESSITY. TAT. WHAT DOST THOU MEAN, THRICE-GREATEST ONE? HER. BEHOLD AN INFANT’S SOUL, MY SON, THAT IS NOT YET CUT OFF, BECAUSE ITS BODY IS STILL SMALL AND NOT AS YET COME UNTO ITS FULL BULK. TAT. HOW? HER. A THING OF BEAUTY ALTOGETHER IS [SUCH A SOUL] TO SEE, NOT YET BEFOULED BY BODY’S PASSIONS, STILL ALL BUT HANGING FROM THE COSMIC SOUL! BUT WHEN THE BODY GROWS IN BULK AND DRAWETH DOWN THE SOUL INTO ITS MASS, THEN DOTH THE SOUL CUT OFF ITSELF AND BRING UPON ITSELF FORGETFULNESS, AND NO MORE SHARETH IN THE BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD. AND THIS FORGETFULNESS BECOMETH VICE.
[bookmark: fr_276][bookmark: fr_277]16. IT IS THE SAME FOR THEM WHO GO OUT FROM THE BODY. FOR WHEN THE SOUL WITHDRAWS INTO ITSELF, THE SPIRIT DOTH CONTRACT ITSELF WITHIN THE BLOOD, AND SOUL WITHIN THE SPIRIT. AND THEN THE MIND, STRIPT OF ITS WRAPPINGS, AND NATURALLY DIVINE, TAKING UNTO ITSELF A FIERY BODY, DOTH TRAVERSE EVERY SPACE, AFTER ABANDONING THE SOUL UNTO ITS JUDGMENT AND WHATEVER CHASTISEMENT IT HATH DESERVED. TAT. WHAT DOST THOU, FATHER, MEAN BY THIS? THE MIND IS PARTED FROM THE SOUL AND SOUL FROM SPIRIT? WHEREAS THOU SAID’ST THE SOUL WAS THE MIND’S VESTURE, AND THE SOUL’S THE SPIRIT.
[bookmark: fr_278]17. HER. THE HEARER, SON, SHOULD THINK WITH HIM WHO SPEAKS AND BREATHE WITH HIM; NAY, HE SHOULD HAVE A HEARING SUBTLER THAN THE VOICE OF HIM WHO SPEAKS. IT IS, SON, IN A BODY MADE OF EARTH THAT THIS ARRANGEMENT OF THE VESTURES COMES TO PASS. FOR IN A BODY MADE OF EARTH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THE MIND SHOULD TAKE ITS SEAT ITSELF BY ITS OWN SELF IN NAKEDNESS. FOR NEITHER IS IT POSSIBLE ON THE ONE HAND THE EARTHY BODY SHOULD CONTAIN SUCH IMMORTALITY, NOR ON THE OTHER THAT SO GREAT A VIRTUE SHOULD ENDURE A BODY PASSIBLE IN SUCH CLOSE CONTACT WITH IT. IT TAKETH, THEN, THE SOUL FOR AS IT WERE AN ENVELOPE. AND SOUL ITSELF, BEING TOO A THING DIVINE, DOTH USE THE SPIRIT AS ITS ENVELOPE, WHILE SPIRIT DOTH PERVADE THE LIVING CREATURE.
[bookmark: fr_279][bookmark: fr_280]18. WHEN THEN THE MIND DOTH FREE ITSELF FROM THE EARTH-BODY, IT STRAIGHTWAY PUTTETH ON ITS PROPER ROBE OF FIRE, WITH WHICH IT COULD NOT DWELL IN AN EARTH-BODY. FOR EARTH DOTH NOT BEAR FIRE; FOR IT IS ALL SET IN A BLAZE EVEN BY A SMALL SPARK. AND FOR THIS CAUSE IS WATER POURED ROUND EARTH, TO BE A GUARD AND WALL, TO KEEP THE BLAZING OF THE FIRE AWAY. BUT MIND, THE SWIFTEST THING OF ALL DIVINE OUT-THINKINGS, AND SWIFTER THAN ALL ELEMENTS, HATH FOR ITS BODY FIRE. FOR MIND BEING BUILDER DOTH USE THE FIRE AS TOOL FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF ALL THINGS—THE MIND OF ALL [FOR THE CONSTRUCTION] OF ALL THINGS, BUT THAT OF MAN ONLY FOR THINGS ON EARTH. STRIPT OF ITS FIRE THE MIND ON EARTH CANNOT MAKE THINGS DIVINE, FOR IT IS HUMAN IN ITS DISPENSATION. 
[bookmark: fr_281]19. THE SOUL IN MAN, HOWEVER, NOT EVERY SOUL, BUT ONE THAT PIOUS IS—IS A DAIMONIC SOMETHING AND DIVINE. AND SUCH A SOUL WHEN FROM THE BODY FREED, IF IT, HAVE FOUGHT THE FIGHT OF PIETY—THE FIGHT OF PIETY IS TO KNOW GOD AND TO DO WRONG TO NO MAN—SUCH SOUL BECOMES ENTIRELY MIND. WHEREAS THE IMPIOUS SOUL REMAINS IN ITS OWN ESSENCE, CHASTISED BY ITS OWN SELF, AND SEEKING FOR AN EARTHY BODY WHERE TO ENTER, IF ONLY IT BE HUMAN. FOR THAT NO OTHER BODY CAN CONTAIN A HUMAN SOUL; NOR IS IT RIGHT THAT ANY HUMAN SOUL SHOULD FALL INTO THE BODY OF A THING THAT DOTH POSSESS NO REASON. FOR THAT THE LAW OF GOD IS THIS: TO GUARD THE HUMAN SOUL FROM SUCH TREMENDOUS OUTRAGE. 
20. TAT. HOW FATHER, THEN, IS A MAN’S SOUL CHASTISED? HER. WHAT GREATER CHASTISEMENT OF ANY HUMAN SOUL CAN THERE BE, SON, THAN LACK OF PIETY? WHAT FIRE HAS SO FIERCE FLAME AS LACK OF PIETY? WHAT RAVENOUS BEAST SO MAULS THE BODY AS LACK OF PIETY THE VERY SOUL? DOST THOU NOT SEE WHAT HOSTS OF ILLS THE IMPIOUS SOUL DOTH BEAR? IT SHRIEKS AND SCREAMS: I BURN; I AM ABLAZE; I KNOW NOT WHAT TO CRY OR DO; AH, WRETCHED ME, I AM DEVOURED BY ALL THE ILLS THAT COMPASS ME ABOUT; ALACK, POOR ME, I NEITHER SEE NOR HEAR! SUCH ARE THE CRIES WRUNG FROM A SOUL CHASTISED; NOT, AS THE MANY THINK, AND THOU, SON, DOST SUPPOSE, THAT A [MAN’S] SOUL, PASSING FROM BODY, IS CHANGED INTO A BEAST. SUCH IS A VERY GRAVE MISTAKE, FOR THAT THE WAY A SOUL DOTH SUFFER CHASTISEMENT IS THIS: 
[bookmark: fr_282][bookmark: fr_283][bookmark: fr_284]21. WHEN MIND BECOMES A DAIMON, THE LAW REQUIRES THAT IT SHOULD TAKE A FIERY BODY TO EXECUTE THE SERVICES OF GOD; AND ENTERING IN THE SOUL MOST IMPIOUS IT SCOURGETH IT WITH WHIPS MADE OF ITS SINS. AND THEN THE IMPIOUS SOUL, SCOURGED WITH ITS SINS, IS PLUNGED IN MURDERS, OUTRAGE, BLASPHEMY, IN VIOLENCE OF ALL KINDS, AND ALL THE OTHER THINGS WHEREBY MANKIND IS WRONGED. BUT ON THE PIOUS SOUL THE MIND DOTH MOUNT AND GUIDE IT TO THE GNOSIS’ LIGHT. AND SUCH A SOUL DOTH NEVER TIRE IN SONGS OF PRAISE [TO GOD] AND POURING BLESSING ON ALL MEN, AND DOING GOOD IN WORD AND DEED TO ALL, IN IMITATION OF ITS SIRE.  
[bookmark: fr_285][bookmark: fr_286][bookmark: fr_287][bookmark: fr_288]22. WHEREFORE, MY SON, THOU SHOULDST GIVE PRAISE TO GOD AND PRAY THAT THOU MAYST HAVE THY MIND GOOD [MIND]. IT IS, THEN, TO A BETTER STATE THE SOUL DOTH PASS; IT CANNOT TO A WORSE. FURTHER THERE IS AN INTERCOURSE OF SOULS; THOSE OF THE GODS HAVE INTERCOURSE WITH THOSE OF MEN, AND THOSE OF MEN WITH SOULS OF CREATURES WHICH POSSESS NO REASON. THE HIGHER, FURTHER, HAVE IN CHARGE THE LOWER; THE GODS LOOK AFTER MEN, MEN AFTER, ANIMAL’S IRRATIONAL, WHILE GOD HATH CHARGE OF ALL; FOR HE IS HIGHER THAN THEM ALL AND ALL ARE LESS THAN HE. COSMOS IS SUBJECT, THEN, TO GOD, MAN TO THE COSMOS, AND IRRATIONALS TO MAN. BUT GOD IS O’ER THEM ALL, AND GOD CONTAINS THEM ALL. GOD’S RAYS, TO USE A FIGURE, ARE HIS ENERGIES; THE COSMOS’S ARE NATURES; THE ARTS AND SCIENCES ARE MAN’S. THE ENERGIES ACT THROUGH THE COSMOS, THENCE THROUGH THE NATURE-RAYS OF COSMOS UPON MAN; THE NATURE-RAYS [ACT] THROUGH THE ELEMENTS; MAN [ACTETH] THROUGH THE SCIENCES AND ARTS.
[bookmark: fr_289][bookmark: fr_290][bookmark: fr_291][bookmark: fr_292][bookmark: fr_293]23. THIS IS THE DISPENSATION OF THE UNIVERSE, DEPENDING FROM THE NATURE OF THE ONE, PERVADING [ALL THINGS] THROUGH THE MIND, THEN WHICH IS NAUGHT DIVINER OR OF GREATER ENERGY; AND NAUGHT A GREATER MEANS FOR THE AT-ONING MEN TO GODS AND GODS TO MEN. HE, [MIND,] IS THE GOOD DAIMON. BLESSED THE SOUL THAT IS MOST FILLED WITH HIM, AND WRETCHED IS THE SOUL THAT’S EMPTY OF THE MIND. TAT. FATHER, WHAT DOST THOU MEAN, AGAIN? HER. DOST THINK THEN, SON, THAT EVERY SOUL HATH THE GOOD [MIND]? FOR ’TIS OF HIM WE SPEAK, NOT OF THE MIND IN SERVICE OF WHICH WE JUST WERE SPEAKING, THE MIND SENT DOWN FOR [THE SOUL’S] CHASTISEMENT. 
[bookmark: fr_294][bookmark: fr_295][bookmark: fr_296][bookmark: fr_297]24. FOR SOUL WITHOUT THE MIND “CAN NEITHER SPEAK NOR ACT.” FOR OFTENTIMES THE MIND DOTH LEAVE THE SOUL, AND AT THAT TIME THE SOUL NOR SEES NOR UNDERSTANDS, BUT IS JUST LIKE A THING THAT HATH NO REASON. SUCH IS THE POWER OF MIND. YET DOTH IT NOT, ENDURE A SLUGGISH SOUL, BUT LEAVETH SUCH A SOUL TIED TO THE BODY AND BOUND TIGHT DOWN BY IT. SUCH SOUL, MY SON, DOTH NOT HAVE MIND; AND THEREFORE, SUCH AN ONE SHOULD NOT BE CALLED A MAN. FOR THAT MAN IS A THING-OF-LIFE DIVINE; MAN IS NOT MEASURED WITH THE REST OF LIVES OF THINGS UPON THE EARTH, BUT WITH THE LIVES ABOVE IN HEAVEN, WHO ARE CALLED GODS. NAY MORE, IF WE MUST BOLDLY SPEAK THE TRUTH, THE TRUE “MAN” IS E’EN HIGHER THAN THE GODS, OR AT THE [VERY] LEAST THE GODS AND MEN ARE EVERY WHIT IN POWER EACH WITH THE OTHER EQUAL.
[bookmark: fr_298][bookmark: fr_299][bookmark: fr_300][bookmark: fr_301]25. FOR NO ONE OF THE GODS IN HEAVEN SHALL COME DOWN ON THE EARTH, O’ER-STEPPING HEAVEN’S LIMIT; WHEREAS MAN DOTH MOUNT UP TO HEAVEN AND MEASURE IT; HE KNOWS WHAT THINGS OF IT ARE HIGH, WHAT THINGS ARE LOW, AND LEARNS PRECISELY ALL THINGS ELSE BESIDES. AND GREATER THING THAN ALL; WITHOUT E’EN QUITTING EARTH, HE DOTH ASCEND ABOVE. SO VAST A SWEEP DOTH HE, POSSESS OF ECSTASY. FOR THIS CAUSE CAN A MAN DARE SAY THAT MAN ON EARTH IS GOD SUBJECT TO DEATH, WHILE GOD IN HEAVEN IS MAN FROM DEATH IMMUNE. WHEREFORE THE DISPENSATION OF ALL THINGS IS BROUGHT ABOUT BY MEANS OF THESE, THE TWAIN, COSMOS AND MAN, BUT BY THE ONE.
CORPUS HERMETICUM XI. (XII.)
MIND UNTO HERMES
[bookmark: fr_334](TEXT: P. 85-99; PAT. 20B-23.) 1. MIND. MASTER THIS SERMON (LOGOS), THEN, THRICE-GREATEST HERMES, AND BEAR IN MIND THE SPOKEN WORDS; AND AS IT HATH COME UNTO ME TO SPEAK, I WILL NO MORE DELAY. HERMES. AS MANY MEN SAY MANY THINGS, AND THESE DIVERSE, ABOUT THE ALL AND GOOD, I HAVE NOT LEARNED THE TRUTH. MAKE IT, THEN, CLEAR TO ME, O MASTER MINE! FOR I CAN TRUST THE EXPLANATION OF THESE THINGS, WHICH COMES FROM THEE ALONE.
[bookmark: fr_335][bookmark: fr_336][bookmark: fr_337][bookmark: fr_338][bookmark: fr_339][bookmark: fr_340][bookmark: fr_341]2. MIND. HEAR [THEN], MY SON, HOW STANDETH GOD AND ALL. GOD; ÆON; COSMOS; TIME; BECOMING. GOD MAKETH ÆON; ÆON, COSMOS; COSMOS, TIME; AND TIME, BECOMING. THE GOOD, THE BEAUTIFUL, WISDOM, BLESSEDNESS, IS ESSENCE, AS IT WERE, OF GOD; OF ÆON, SAMENESS; OF COSMOS, ORDER; OF TIME, CHANGE; AND OF BECOMING, LIFE AND DEATH. THE ENERGIES OF GOD ARE MIND AND SOUL; OF ÆON, LASTINGNESS AND DEATHLESSNESS; OF COSMOS, RESTORATION AND THE OPPOSITE THEREOF; OF TIME, INCREASE AND DECREASE; AND OF BECOMING, QUALITY. ÆON IS, THEN, IN GOD; COSMOS, IN ÆON; IN COSMOS, TIME; IN TIME, BECOMING. ÆON STANDS FIRM ROUND GOD; COSMOS IS MOVED IN ÆON; TIME HATH ITS LIMITS IN THE COSMOS; BECOMING DOTH BECOME IN TIME.
[bookmark: fr_342][bookmark: fr_343]3. THE SOURCE, THEREFORE, OF ALL IS GOD; THEIR ESSENCE, ÆON; THEIR MATTER, COSMOS. GOD’S POWER IS ÆON; ÆON’S WORK IS COSMOS—WHICH NEVER HATH BECOME, YET EVER DOTH BECOME BY ÆON. THEREFORE, WILL COSMOS NEVER BE DESTROYED, FOR ÆON’S INDESTRUCTIBLE; NOR DOTH A WHIT OF THINGS IN COSMOS PERISH, FOR COSMOS IS ENWRAPPED BY ÆON ROUND ON EVERY SIDE. HER. BUT GOD’S WISDOM—WHAT IS THAT? MIND. THE GOOD AND BEAUTIFUL, AND BLESSEDNESS, AND VIRTUE’S ALL, AND ÆON. ÆON, THEN, ORDERETH [COSMOS], IMPARTING DEATHLESSNESS AND LASTINGNESS TO MATTER.
[bookmark: fr_344][bookmark: fr_345][bookmark: fr_346][bookmark: fr_347][bookmark: fr_348][bookmark: fr_349][bookmark: fr_350]4. FOR ITS BECOMING DOTH DEPEND ON ÆON, AS ÆON DOTH ON GOD. NOW GENESIS AND TIME, IN HEAVEN AND ON THE EARTH, ARE OF TWO NATURES. IN HEAVEN THEY ARE UNCHANGEABLE AND INDESTRUCTIBLE, BUT ON THE EARTH, THEY’RE SUBJECT UNTO CHANGE AND TO DESTRUCTION. FURTHER, THE ÆON’S SOUL IS GOD; THE COSMOS’ SOUL IS ÆON; THE EARTH’S SOUL, HEAVEN. AND GOD’S IN MIND; AND MIND, IN SOUL; AND SOUL, IN MATTER; AND ALL OF THEM THROUGH ÆON. BUT ALL THIS BODY, IN WHICH ARE ALL THE BODIES, IS FULL OF SOUL; AND SOUL IS FULL OF MIND, AND [MIND] OF GOD. IT FILLS IT FROM WITHIN, AND FROM WITHOUT ENCIRCLES IT, MAKING THE ALL TO LIVE. WITHOUT, THIS VAST AND PERFECT LIFE [ENCIRCLES] COSMOS; WITHIN, IT FILLS [IT WITH] ALL LIVES; ABOVE, IN HEAVEN, CONTINUING IN SAMENESS; BELOW, ON EARTH, CHANGING BECOMING.
[bookmark: fr_351][bookmark: fr_352][bookmark: fr_353]5. AND ÆON DOTH PRESERVE THIS [COSMOS], OR BY NECESSITY, OR BY FOREKNOWLEDGE, OR BY [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] NATURE, OR BY WHATEVER ELSE A MAN SUPPOSES OR SHALL SUPPOSE. AND ALL IS THIS, GOD ENERGIZING. THE ENERGY OF GOD IS POWER THAT NAUGHT CAN EVER SURPASS, A POWER WITH WHICH NO ONE CAN MAKE COMPARISON OF ANY HUMAN THING AT ALL, OR ANY THING DIVINE. WHEREFORE, O HERMES, NEVER THINK THAT AUGHT OF THINGS ABOVE OR THINGS BELOW IS LIKE TO GOD, FOR THOU WILT FALL FROM TRUTH. FOR NAUGHT IS LIKE TO THAT WHICH HATH NO LIKE, AND IS ALONE AND ONE. AND DO NOT EVER THINK THAT ANY OTHER CAN POSSIBLY POSSESS HIS POWER; FOR WHAT APART FROM HIM IS THERE OF LIFE, AND DEATHLESSNESS AND CHANGE OF QUALITY? FOR WHAT ELSE SHOULD HE MAKE? GOD’S NOT INACTIVE, SINCE ALL THINGS [THEN] WOULD LACK ACTIVITY; FOR ALL ARE FULL OF GOD. BUT NEITHER IN THE COSMOS ANYWHERE, NOR IN AUGHT ELSE, IS THERE INACTION. FOR THAT “INACTION” IS A NAME THAT CANNOT BE APPLIED TO EITHER WHAT DOTH MAKE OR WHAT IS MADE. 
[bookmark: fr_354][bookmark: fr_355]6. BUT ALL THINGS MUST BE MADE; BOTH EVER MADE, AND ALSO IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE INFLUENCE OF EVERY SPACE. FOR HE WHO MAKES, IS IN THEM ALL; NOT STABLISHED IN SOME ONE OF THEM, NOR MAKING ONE THING ONLY, BUT MAKING ALL. FOR BEING POWER, HE ENERGISETH IN THE THINGS HE MAKES AND IS NOT INDEPENDENT OF THEM, ALTHOUGH THE THINGS HE MAKES ARE SUBJECT TO HIM. NOW GAZE THROUGH ME UPON THE COSMOS THAT’S NOW SUBJECT TO THY SIGHT; REGARD ITS BEAUTY CAREFULLY—BODY IN PURE PERFECTION, THOUGH ONE THAN WHICH THERE’S NO MORE ANCIENT ONE, EVER IN PRIME OF LIFE, AND EVER-YOUNG, NAY, RATHER, IN EVEN FULLER AND YET FULLER PRIME! 
[bookmark: fr_356][bookmark: fr_357][bookmark: fr_358][bookmark: fr_359]7. BEHOLD, AGAIN, THE SEVEN SUBJECT WORLDS; ORDERED BY ÆON’S ORDER, AND WITH THEIR VARIED COURSE FULL-FILLING ÆON! [SEE HOW] ALL THINGS [ARE] FULL OF LIGHT, AND NOWHERE [IS THERE] FIRE; FOR ’TIS THE LOVE AND BLENDING OF THE CONTRARIES AND THE DISSIMILARS THAT DOTH GIVE BIRTH TO LIGHT DOWN SHINING BY THE ENERGY OF GOD, THE FATHER OF ALL GOOD, THE LEADER OF ALL ORDER, AND RULER OF THE SEVEN WORLD-ORDERINGS! [BEHOLD] THE MOON, FORERUNNER OF THEM ALL, THE INSTRUMENT OF NATURE, AND THE TRANSMUTER OF ITS LOWER MATTER! [LOOK AT] THE EARTH SET IN THE MIDST OF ALL, FOUNDATION OF THE COSMOS BEAUTIFUL, FEEDER AND NURSE OF THINGS ON EARTH! AND CONTEMPLATE THE MULTITUDE OF DEATHLESS LIVES, HOW GREAT IT IS, AND THAT OF LIVES SUBJECT TO DEATH; AND MIDWAY, BETWEEN BOTH, IMMORTAL [LIVES] AND MORTAL, [SEE THOU] THE CIRCLING MOON.
[bookmark: fr_360]8. AND ALL ARE FULL OF SOUL, AND ALL ARE MOVED BY IT, EACH IN ITS PROPER WAY; SOME ROUND THE HEAVEN, OTHERS AROUND THE EARTH; [SEE] HOW THE RIGHT [MOVE] NOT UNTO LEFT, NOR YET THE LEFT UNTO THE RIGHT; NOR THE ABOVE BELOW, NOR THE BELOW ABOVE. AND THAT ALL THESE ARE SUBJECT UNTO GENESIS, MY DEAREST HERMES, THOU HAST NO LONGER NEED TO LEARN OF ME. FOR THAT THEY BODIES ARE, HAVE SOULS, AND THEY ARE MOVED. BUT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO COME TOGETHER INTO ONE WITHOUT SOME ONE TO BRING THEM [ALL] TOGETHER. IT MUST, THEN, BE THAT SUCH A ONE AS THIS MUST BE SOME ONE WHO’S WHOLLY ONE.
[bookmark: fr_361][bookmark: fr_362][bookmark: fr_363]9. FOR AS THE MANY MOTIONS OF THEM [ALL] ARE DIFFERENT, AND AS THEIR BODIES ARE NOT LIKE, YET HAS ONE SPEED BEEN ORDERED FOR THEM ALL, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THERE SHOULD BE TWO OR MORE MAKERS FOR THEM. FOR THAT ONE SINGLE ORDER IS NOT KEPT AMONG “THE MANY”; BUT RIVALRY WILL FOLLOW OF THE WEAKER WITH THE STRONGER, AND THEY WILL STRIVE. AND IF THE MAKER OF THE LIVES THAT SUFFER CHANGE AND DEATH, SHOULD BE ANOTHER, HE WOULD DESIRE TO MAKE THE DEATHLESS ONES AS WELL; JUST AS THE MAKER OF THE DEATHLESS ONES, [TO MAKE THE LIVES] THAT SUFFER DEATH. BUT COME! IF THERE BE TWO, IF MATTER’S ONE, AND SOUL IS ONE, IN WHOSE HANDS WOULD THERE BE THE DISTRIBUTION FOR THE MAKING? AGAIN, IF BOTH OF THEM HAVE SOME OF IT, IN WHOSE HANDS MAY THERE BE THE GREATER PART?
10. BUT THUS CONCEIVE IT, THEN; THAT EVERY LIVING BODY DOTH CONSIST OF SOUL AND MATTER, WHETHER [THAT BODY BE] OF AN IMMORTAL, OR A MORTAL, OR AN IRRATIONAL [LIFE]. FOR THAT ALL LIVING BODIES ARE ENSOULED; WHEREAS, UPON THE OTHER HAND, THOSE THAT LIVE NOT, ARE MATTER BY ITSELF. AND, IN LIKE FASHION, SOUL WHEN IN ITS SELF IS, AFTER ITS OWN MAKER, CAUSE OF LIFE; BUT THE CAUSE OF ALL LIFE IS HE WHO MAKES THE THINGS THAT CANNOT DIE. HER. HOW, THEN, IS IT THAT, FIRST, LIVES SUBJECT UNTO DEATH ARE OTHER THAN THE DEATHLESS ONES? AND, NEXT, HOW IS IT THAT THAT LIFE WHICH KNOWS NO DEATH, AND MAKETH DEATHLESSNESS, DOTH NOT MAKE ANIMALS IMMORTAL?
[bookmark: fr_364]11. MIND. FIRST, THAT THERE IS SOME ONE WHO DOES THESE THINGS, IS CLEAR; AND, NEXT, THAT HE IS ALSO ONE, IS VERY MANIFEST. FOR, ALSO, SOUL IS ONE, AND LIFE IS ONE, AND MATTER ONE. HER. BUT WHO IS HE? MIND. WHO MAY IT OTHER BE THAN THE ONE GOD? WHOM ELSE SHOULD IT BESEEM TO PUT SOUL INTO LIVES BUT GOD ALONE? ONE, THEN, IS GOD. IT WOULD INDEED BE MOST RIDICULOUS, IF WHEN THOU DOST CONFESS THE COSMOS TO BE ONE, SUN ONE, MOON ONE, AND GODHEAD ONE, THOU SHOULDST WISH GOD HIMSELF TO BE SOME ONE OR OTHER OF A NUMBER!
[bookmark: fr_365][bookmark: fr_366]12. ALL THINGS, THEREFORE, HE MAKES, IN MANY [WAYS]. AND WHAT GREAT THING IS IT FOR GOD TO MAKE LIFE, SOUL, AND DEATHLESSNESS, AND CHANGE, WHEN THOU [THYSELF] DOST DO SO MANY THINGS? FOR THOU DOST SEE, AND SPEAK, AND HEAR, AND SMELL, AND TASTE, AND TOUCH, AND WALK, AND THINK, AND BREATHE. AND IT IS NOT ONE MAN WHO SMELLS, A SECOND ONE WHO SPEAKS, A THIRD WHO TOUCHES, ANOTHER ONE WHO SMELLS, ANOTHER ONE WHO WALKS, ANOTHER ONE WHO THINKS, AND [YET] ANOTHER ONE WHO BREATHES. BUT ONE IS HE WHO DOTH ALL THESE. AND YET NO ONE OF THESE COULD BE APART FROM GOD. FOR JUST AS, SHOULDST THOU CEASE FROM THESE, THOU WOULDST NO LONGER BE A LIVING THING, SO ALSO, SHOULD GOD CEASE FROM THEM (A THING NOT LAW TO SAY), NO LONGER IS HE GOD.
[bookmark: fr_367][bookmark: fr_368][bookmark: fr_369]13. FOR IF IT HATH BEEN SHOWN THAT NO THING CAN INACTIVE BE, HOW MUCH LESS GOD? FOR IF THERE’S AUGHT HE DOTH NOT MAKE (IF IT BE LAW TO SAY), HE IS IMPERFECT. BUT IF HE IS NOT ONLY NOT INACTIVE, BUT PERFECT [GOD], THEN HE DOTH MAKE ALL THINGS. GIVE THOU THYSELF TO ME, MY HERMES, FOR A LITTLE WHILE, AND THOU SHALT UNDERSTAND MORE EASILY HOW THAT GOD’S WORK IS ONE, IN ORDER THAT ALL THINGS MAY BE—THAT ARE BEING MADE, OR ONCE HAVE BEEN, OR THAT ARE GOING TO BE MADE. AND THIS IS, MY BELOVÈD, LIFE; THIS IS THE BEAUTIFUL; THIS IS THE GOOD; THIS, GOD. 
[bookmark: fr_370][bookmark: fr_371][bookmark: fr_372][bookmark: fr_373][bookmark: fr_374]14. AND IF THEM WOULDST IN PRACTICE UNDERSTAND [THIS WORK], BEHOLD WHAT TAKETH PLACE WITH THEE DESIRING TO BEGET. YET THIS IS NOT LIKE UNTO THAT, FOR HE DOTH NOT ENJOY. FOR THAT INDEED HE HATH NO OTHER ONE TO SHARE IN WHAT HE WORKS, FOR WORKING BY HIMSELF, HE EVER IS AT WORK, HIMSELF BEING WHAT HE DOTH. FOR DID HE SEPARATE HIMSELF FROM IT, ALL THINGS WOULD [THEN] COLLAPSE, AND ALL MUST DIE, LIFE CEASING. BUT IF ALL THINGS ARE LIVES, AND ALSO LIFE IS ONE; THEN, ONE IS GOD. AND, FURTHERMORE, IF ALL ARE LIVES, BOTH THOSE IN HEAVEN AND THOSE ON EARTH, AND ONE LIFE IN THEM ALL IS MADE TO BE BY GOD, AND GOD IS IT —THEN, ALL ARE MADE BY GOD. LIFE IS THE MAKING-ONE OF MIND AND SOUL; ACCORDINGLY, DEATH IS NOT THE DESTRUCTION OF THOSE THAT ARE AT-ONED, BUT THE DISSOLVING OF THEIR UNION.
15. ÆON, MOREOVER, IS GOD’S IMAGE; COSMOS [IS] ÆON’S; THE SUN, OF COSMOS; AND MAN, [THE IMAGE] OF THE SUN. THE PEOPLE CALL CHANGE DEATH, BECAUSE THE BODY IS DISSOLVED, AND LIFE, WHEN IT’S DISSOLVED, WITHDRAWS TO THE UNMANIFEST. BUT IN THIS SERMON (LOGOS), HERMES, MY BELOVED, AS THOU DOST HEAR, I SAY THE COSMOS ALSO SUFFERS CHANGE, FOR THAT A PART OF IT EACH DAY IS MADE TO BE IN THE UNMANIFEST, YET IT IS NEVER DISSOLVED. THESE ARE THE PASSIONS OF THE COSMOS—REVOLVINGS AND CONCEALMENTS; REVOLVING IS CONVERSION AND CONCEALMENT RENOVATION.
[bookmark: fr_375][bookmark: fr_376]16. THE COSMOS IS ALL-FORMED, NOT HAVING FORMS EXTERNAL TO ITSELF, BUT CHANGING THEM ITSELF WITHIN ITSELF. SINCE, THEN, COSMOS IS MADE TO BE ALL-FORMED, WHAT MAY ITS MAKER BE? FOR THAT, ON THE ONE HAND, HE SHOULD NOT BE VOID OF ALL FORM; AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, IF HE’S ALL-FORMED, HE WILL BE LIKE THE COSMOS. WHEREAS, AGAIN, HAS HE A SINGLE FORM, HE WILL THEREBY BE LESS THAN COSMOS. WHAT, THEN, SAY WE HE IS? THAT WE MAY NOT BRING ROUND OUR SERMON (LOGOS) INTO DOUBT; FOR NAUGHT THAT MIND CONCEIVES OF GOD IS DOUBTFUL. HE, THEN, HATH ONE IDEA, WHICH IS HIS OWN ALONE, WHICH DOTH NOT FALL BENEATH THE SIGHT, BEING BODILESS, AND [YET] BY MEANS OF BODIES MANIFESTETH ALL [IDEAS]. AND MARVEL NOT THAT THERE’S A BODILESS IDEA.
[bookmark: fr_377][bookmark: fr_378][bookmark: fr_379][bookmark: fr_380]17. FOR IT IS LIKE THE FORM OF REASON (LOGOS) AND MOUNTAIN-TOPS IN PICTURES. FOR THEY APPEAR TO STAND OUT STRONGLY FROM THE REST, BUT REALLY ARE QUITE SMOOTH AND FLAT. AND NOW CONSIDER WHAT IS SAID MORE BOLDLY, BUT MORE TRULY! JUST AS MAN CANNOT LIVE APART FROM LIFE, SO NEITHER CAN GOD LIVE WITHOUT [HIS] DOING GOOD. FOR THIS IS AS IT WERE THE LIFE AND MOTION AS IT WERE OF GOD—TO MOVE ALL THINGS AND MAKE THEM LIVE. 18. NOW SOME OF THE THINGS SAID SHOULD BEAR A SENSE PECULIAR TO THEMSELVES. SO, UNDERSTAND, FOR INSTANCE, WHAT I’M GOING TO SAY. ALL ARE IN GOD, [BUT] NOT AS LYING IN A PLACE. FOR PLACE IS BOTH A BODY AND IMMOVABLE, AND THINGS THAT LIE DO NOT HAVE MOTION. NOW THINGS LIE ONE WAY IN THE BODILESS, ANOTHER WAY IN BEING MADE MANIFEST. THINK, [THEN,] OF HIM WHO DOTH CONTAIN THEM ALL; AND THINK, THAT THAN THE BODILESS NAUGHT IS MORE COMPREHENSIVE, OR SWIFTER, OR MORE POTENT, BUT IT IS THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE, THE SWIFTEST, AND MOST POTENT OF THEM ALL.
[bookmark: fr_381][bookmark: fr_382][bookmark: fr_383]19. AND, THUS, THINK FROM THYSELF, AND BID THY SOUL GO, UNTO ANY LAND; AND THERE MORE QUICKLY THAN THY BIDDING WILL IT BE. AND BID IT JOURNEY OCEANWARDS; AND THERE, AGAIN, IMMEDIATELY ’TWILL BE, NOT AS IF PASSING ON FROM PLACE TO PLACE, BUT AS IF BEING THERE. AND BID IT ALSO MOUNT TO HEAVEN; AND IT WILL NEED NO WINGS, NOR WILL AUGHT HINDER IT, NOR FIRE OF SUN, NOR ÆTHER, NOR VORTEX-SWIRL, NOR BODIES OF THE OTHER STARS; BUT, CUTTING THROUGH THEM ALL, IT WILL SOAR UP TO THE LAST BODY [OF THEM ALL]. AND SHOULDST THOU WILL TO BREAK THROUGH THIS AS WELL, AND CONTEMPLATE WHAT IS BEYOND—IF THERE BE AUGHT BEYOND THE COSMOS; IT IS PERMITTED THEE.
[bookmark: fr_384][bookmark: fr_385][bookmark: fr_386][bookmark: fr_387][bookmark: fr_388][bookmark: fr_389]20. BEHOLD WHAT POWER, WHAT SWIFTNESS, THOU DOST HAVE! AND CANST THOU DO ALL OF THESE THINGS, AND GOD NOT [DO THEM]? THEN, IN THIS WAY KNOW GOD; AS HAVING ALL THINGS IN HIMSELF AS THOUGHTS, THE WHOLE COSMOS ITSELF. IF, THEN, THOU DOST NOT MAKE THYSELF LIKE UNTO GOD, THOU CANST NOT KNOW HIM. FOR LIKE IS KNOWABLE TO LIKE [ALONE]. MAKE, [THEN,] THYSELF TO GROW TO THE SAME STATURE AS THE GREATNESS WHICH TRANSCENDS ALL MEASURE; LEAP FORTH FROM EVERY BODY; TRANSCEND ALL TIME; BECOME ETERNITY; AND [THUS] SHALT THOU KNOW GOD. CONCEIVING NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE UNTO THYSELF, THINK THYSELF DEATHLESS AND ABLE TO KNOW ALL, ALL ARTS, ALL SCIENCES, THE WAY OF EVERY LIFE. BECOME MORE-LOFTY THAN ALL HEIGHT, AND LOWER THAN ALL DEPTH. COLLECT INTO THYSELF ALL SENSES OF [ALL] CREATURES, OF FIRE, [AND] WATER, DRY AND MOIST. THINK THAT THOU ART AT THE SAME TIME IN EVERY PLACE, IN EARTH, IN SEA, IN SKY; NOT YET BEGOTTEN, IN THE WOMB, YOUNG, OLD, [AND] DEAD, IN AFTER-DEATH CONDITIONS. AND IF THOU KNOWEST ALL THESE THINGS AT ONCE, TIMES, PLACES, DOINGS, QUALITIES, AND QUANTITIES; THOU CANST KNOW GOD.  
[bookmark: fr_390][bookmark: fr_391]21. BUT IF THOU LOCKEST UP THY SOUL WITHIN THY BODY, AND DOST DEBASE IT, SAYING: I NOTHING KNOW; I NOTHING CAN; I FEAR THE SEA; I CANNOT SCALE THE SKY; I KNOW NOT WHO I WAS, WHO I SHALL BE; WHAT IS THERE [THEN] BETWEEN [THY] GOD AND THEE? FOR THOU CANST KNOW NAUGHT OF THINGS BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD SO LONG AS THOU DOST LOVE THY BODY AND ART BAD. THE GREATEST BAD THERE IS, IS NOT TO KNOW GOD’S GOOD; BUT TO BE ABLE TO KNOW [GOOD], AND WILL, AND HOPE, IS A STRAIGHT WAY, THE GOOD’S OWN [PATH], BOTH LEADING THERE AND EASY. IF THOU BUT SETT’ST THY FOOT THEREON, IT WILL MEET THEE EVERYWHERE, ’TWILL EVERYWHERE BE SEEN, BOTH WHERE AND WHEN THOU DOST EXPECT IT NOT, WAKING, SLEEPING, SAILING, JOURNEYING, BY NIGHT, BY DAY, SPEAKING, [AND] SAYING NAUGHT. FOR THERE IS NAUGHT THAT IS NOT IMAGE OF THE GOOD.
[bookmark: fr_392][bookmark: fr_393][bookmark: fr_394]22. HER. IS GOD UNSEEN? MIND. HUSH! WHO IS MORE MANIFEST THAN HE? FOR THIS ONE REASON HATH HE MADE ALL THINGS, THAT THROUGH THEM ALL THOU MAYEST SEE HIM. THIS IS THE GOOD OF GOD, THIS [IS] HIS VIRTUE, THAT HE MAY BE MADE MANIFEST THROUGH ALL. FOR NAUGHT’S UNSEEN, EVEN OF THINGS THAT ARE WITHOUT A BODY. MIND SEES ITSELF IN THINKING, GOD IN MAKING. SO, FAR THESE THINGS HAVE BEEN MADE MANIFEST TO THEE, THRICE-GREATEST ONE! REFLECT ON ALL THE REST IN THE SAME WAY WITHIN THYSELF, AND THOU SHALT NOT BE LED ASTRAY.
CORPUS HERMETICUM XII. (XIII.)
ABOUT THE COMMON MIND OF HERMES TO TAT
[bookmark: fr_405](TEXT: P. 99-113; PAT. 23B-25B.) 1. HERMES. THE MIND, O TAT, IS OF GOD’S VERY ESSENCE (IF SUCH A THING AS ESSENCE OF GOD THERE BE) AND WHAT THAT IS, IT AND IT ONLY KNOWS PRECISELY. THE MIND, THEN, IS NOT SEPARATED OFF FROM GOD’S ESSENTIALITY, BUT IS UNITED UNTO IT, AS LIGHT TO SUN. THIS MIND IN MEN IS GOD, AND FOR THIS CAUSE SOME OF MANKIND ARE GODS, AND THEIR HUMANITY IS NIGH UNTO DIVINITY. FOR THE GOOD DAIMON SAID: “GODS ARE IMMORTAL MEN, AND MEN ARE MORTAL GODS.” 
[bookmark: fr_406][bookmark: fr_407]2. BUT IN IRRATIONAL LIVES MIND IS THEIR NATURE. FOR WHERE IS SOUL, THERE TOO IS MIND; JUST AS WHERE LIFE, THERE IS THERE ALSO SOUL. BUT IN IRRATIONAL LIVES THEIR SOUL IS LIFE DEVOID OF MIND; FOR MIND IS THE IN-WORKER OF THE SOULS OF MEN FOR GOOD; HE WORKS ON THEM FOR THEIR OWN GOOD. IN LIVES IRRATIONAL HE DOTH CO-OPERATE WITH EACH ONE’S NATURE; BUT IN THE SOULS OF MEN HE COUNTERACTETH THEM. FOR EVERY SOUL, WHEN IT BECOMES EMBODIED, IS INSTANTLY DEPRAVED BY PLEASURE AND BY PAIN. FOR IN A COMPOUND BODY, JUST LIKE JUICES, PAIN AND PLEASURE SEETHE, AND INTO THEM THE SOUL, ON ENTERING IN, IS PLUNGED.  
[bookmark: fr_408][bookmark: fr_409]3. OVER WHATSOEVER SOULS THE MIND DOTH, THEN, PRESIDE, TO THESE IT SHOWETH ITS OWN LIGHT, BY ACTING COUNTER TO THEIR PREPOSSESSIONS, JUST AS A GOOD PHYSICIAN DOTH UPON THE BODY PREPOSSESSED BY SICKNESS, PAIN INFLICT, BURNING OR LANCING IT FOR SAKE OF HEALTH. IN JUST THE SELFSAME WAY THE MIND INFLICTETH PAIN UPON THE SOUL, TO RESCUE IT FROM PLEASURE, WHENCE COMES ITS EVERY ILL. THE GREAT ILL OF THE SOUL IS GODLESSNESS; THEN FOLLOWETH FANCY FOR ALL EVIL THINGS AND NOTHING GOOD. SO, THEN, MIND COUNTERACTING IT DOTH WORK GOOD ON THE SOUL, AS THE PHYSICIAN HEALTH UPON THE BODY. 
4. BUT WHATSOEVER HUMAN SOULS HAVE NOT THE MIND AS PILOT, THEY SHARE IN THE SAME FATE AS SOULS OF LIVES IRRATIONAL. FOR [MIND] BECOMES CO-WORKER WITH THEM, GIVING FULL PLAY TO THE DESIRES TOWARDS WHICH [SUCH SOULS] ARE BORNE, [DESIRES] THAT FROM THE RUSH OF LUST STRAIN AFTER THE IRRATIONAL; [SO THAT SUCH HUMAN SOULS,] JUST LIKE IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, CEASE NOT IRRATIONALLY TO RAGE AND LUST, NOR EVER ARE THEY SATIATE OF ILLS. FOR PASSIONS AND IRRATIONAL DESIRES ARE ILLS EXCEEDING GREAT; AND OVER THESE GOD HATH SET UP THE MIND TO PLAY THE PART OF JUDGE AND EXECUTIONER.
[bookmark: fr_410]5. TAT. IN THAT CASE, FATHER MINE, THE TEACHING (LOGOS) AS TO FATE, WHICH PREVIOUSLY THOU DIDST EXPLAIN TO ME, RISKS TO BE OVER-SET. FOR THAT IF IT BE ABSOLUTELY FATED FOR A MAN TO FORNICATE, OR COMMIT SACRILEGE, OR DO SOME OTHER EVIL DEED, WHY IS HE PUNISHED, WHEN HE HATH DONE THE DEED FROM FATE’S NECESSITY? HER. ALL WORKS, MY SON, ARE FATE’S; AND WITHOUT FATE NAUGHT OF THINGS CORPORAL—OR GOOD, OR ILL—CAN COME TO PASS. BUT IT IS FATED TOO, THAT HE WHO DOETH ILL, SHALL SUFFER. AND FOR THIS CAUSE HE DOTH IT—THAT HE MAY SUFFER WHAT HE SUFFERETH, BECAUSE HE DID IT.
6. BUT FOR THE MOMENT, [TAT,] LET BE THE TEACHING (LOGOS) AS TO VICE AND FATE, FOR WE HAVE SPOKEN OF THESE THINGS IN OTHER [OF OUR SERMONS]; BUT NOW OUR TEACHING (LOGOS) IS ABOUT THE MIND:—WHAT MIND CAN DO, AND HOW IT IS [SO] DIFFERENT,—IN MEN BEING SUCH AND SUCH, AND IN IRRATIONAL LIVES [SO] CHANGED; AND [THEN] AGAIN THAT IN IRRATIONAL LIVES IT IS NOT OF A BENEFICIAL NATURE, WHILE THAT IN MEN IT QUENCHETH OUT THE WRATHFUL AND THE LUSTFUL ELEMENTS. OF MEN, AGAIN, WE MUST CLASS SOME AS LED BY REASON, AND OTHERS AS UNREASONING.
[bookmark: fr_411]7. BUT ALL MEN ARE SUBJECT TO FATE, AND GENESIS AND CHANGE, FOR THESE ARE THE BEGINNING AND THE END OF FATE. AND THOUGH ALL MEN DO SUFFER FATED THINGS, THOSE LED BY REASON (THOSE WHOM WE SAID THE MIND DOTH GUIDE) DO NOT ENDURE LIKE SUFFERING WITH THE REST; BUT, SINCE THEY’VE FREED THEMSELVES FROM VICIOUSNESS, NOT BEING BAD, THEY DO NOT SUFFER BAD. TAT. HOW MEANEST THOU AGAIN, MY FATHER? IS NOT THE FORNICATOR BAD; THE MURDERER BAD; AND [SO WITH] ALL THE REST? HER. [I MEANT NOT THAT;] BUT THAT THE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] MIND-LED MAN, MY SON, THOUGH NOT A FORNICATOR, WILL SUFFER JUST AS THOUGH HE HAD COMMITTED FORNICATION, AND THOUGH HE BE NO MURDERER, AS THOUGH HE HAD COMMITTED MURDER. THE QUALITY OF CHANGE HE CAN NO MORE ESCAPE THAN THAT OF GENESIS. BUT IT IS POSSIBLE FOR ONE WHO HATH THE MIND, TO FREE HIMSELF FROM VICE.
8. WHEREFORE I’VE EVER HEARD, MY SON, GOOD DAIMON ALSO SAY (AND HAD HE SET IT DOWN IN WRITTEN WORDS, HE WOULD HAVE GREATLY HELPED THE RACE OF MEN; FOR HE ALONE, MY SON, DOTH TRULY, AS THE FIRST-BORN GOD, GAZING UPON ALL THINGS, GIVE VOICE TO WORDS (LOGOI) DIVINE) YEA, ONCE I HEARD HIM SAY: “ALL THINGS ARE ONE, AND MOST OF ALL THE BODIES WHICH THE MIND ALONE PERCEIVES. OUR LIFE IS OWING TO [GOD’S] ENERGY AND POWER AND ÆON. HIS MIND IS GOOD, SO IS HIS SOUL AS WELL. AND THIS BEING SO, INTELLIGIBLE THINGS KNOW NAUGHT OF SEPARATION. SO, THEN, MIND, BEING RULER OF ALL THINGS, AND BEING SOUL OF GOD, CAN DO WHATE’ER IT WILLS.”
[bookmark: fr_412][bookmark: fr_413]9. SO DO THOU UNDERSTAND, AND CARRY BACK THIS WORD (LOGOS) UNTO THE QUESTION THOU DIDST ASK BEFORE, I MEAN ABOUT MIND’S FATE. FOR IF THOU DOST WITH ACCURACY, SON, ELIMINATE [ALL] CAPTIOUS ARGUMENTS (LOGOI), THOU WILT DISCOVER THAT OF VERY TRUTH THE MIND, THE SOUL OF GOD, DOTH RULE O’ER ALL—OVER FATE, AND LAW, AND ALL THINGS ELSE; AND NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE TO IT, NEITHER OVER FATE TO SET A HUMAN SOUL, NOR UNDER FATE TO SET [A SOUL] NEGLECTFUL OF WHAT COMES TO PASS. LET THIS SO FAR SUFFICE FROM THE GOOD DAIMON’S MOST GOOD [WORDS]. TAT. YEA, [WORDS] DIVINELY SPOKEN, FATHER MINE, TRULY AND HELPFULLY. BUT FURTHER STILL EXPLAIN ME THIS.
10. THOU SAID’ST THAT MIND IN LIVES IRRATIONAL WORKED IN THEM AS [THEIR] NATURE, CO-WORKING WITH THEIR IMPULSES. BUT IMPULSES OF LIVES IRRATIONAL, AS I DO THINK, ARE PASSIONS. NOW IF THE MIND CO-WORKETH WITH [THESE] IMPULSES, AND IF THE IMPULSES OF [LIVES] IRRATIONAL BE PASSIONS, THEN IS MIND ALSO PASSION, TAKING ITS COLOUR FROM THE PASSIONS. HER. WELL PUT, MY SON! THOU QUESTIONEST RIGHT NOBLY, AND IT IS JUST THAT I AS WELL SHOULD ANSWER [NOBLY].
[bookmark: fr_414][bookmark: fr_415]11. ALL THINGS INCORPORAL WHEN IN A BODY ARE SUBJECT UNTO PASSION, AND IN THE PROPER SENSE THEY ARE [THEMSELVES] ALL PASSIONS. FOR EVERY THING THAT MOVES [ANOTHER] IS INCORPORAL; WHILE EVERY THING THAT’S MOVED IS BODY. INCORPORALS ARE FURTHER MOVED BY MIND, AND MOVEMENT’S PASSION. BOTH, THEN, ARE SUBJECT UNTO PASSION—BOTH MOVER AND THE MOVED, THE FORMER BEING RULER AND THE LATTER RULED. BUT WHEN A MAN HATH FREED HIMSELF FROM BODY, THEN IS HE ALSO FREED FROM PASSION. BUT, MORE PRECISELY, SON, NAUGHT IS IMPASSIBLE, BUT ALL ARE PASSIBLE. YET PASSION DIFFERETH FROM PASSIBILITY; FOR THAT THE ONE IS ACTIVE, WHILE THE OTHER’S PASSIVE. INCORPORALS MOREOVER ACT UPON THEMSELVES, FOR EITHER THEY ARE MOTIONLESS OR THEY ARE MOVED; BUT WHICHSOEVER IT BE, IT’S PASSION. BUT BODIES ARE INVARIABLY ACTED ON, AND THEREFORE ARE THEY PASSIBLE. DO NOT, THEN, LET TERMS TROUBLE THEE; ACTION AND PASSION ARE BOTH THE SELFSAME THING. TO USE THE FAIRER SOUNDING TERM, HOWEVER, DOES NO HARM.
[bookmark: fr_416][bookmark: fr_417]12. TAT. MOST CLEARLY HAST THOU, FATHER MINE, SET FORTH THE TEACHING (LOGOS). HER. CONSIDER THIS AS WELL, MY SON; THAT THESE TWO THINGS GOD HATH BESTOWED ON MAN BEYOND ALL MORTAL LIVES—BOTH MIND AND SPEECH [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] (LOGOS) EQUAL TO IMMORTALITY. HE HATH THE MIND FOR KNOWING GOD AND UTTERED SPEECH (LOGOS) FOR EULOGY OF HIM. AND IF ONE USETH THESE FOR WHAT HE OUGHT, HE’LL DIFFER NOT A WHIT FROM THE IMMORTALS. NAY, RATHER, ON DEPARTING FROM THE BODY, HE WILL BE GUIDED BY THE TWAIN UNTO THE CHOIR OF GODS AND BLESSED ONES.
[bookmark: fr_418]13. TAT. WHY, FATHER MINE! DO NOT THE OTHER LIVES MAKE USE OF SPEECH (LOGOS)? HER. NAY, SON; BUT USE OF VOICE; SPEECH IS FAR DIFFERENT FROM VOICE. FOR SPEECH IS GENERAL AMONG ALL MEN, WHILE VOICE DOTH DIFFER IN EACH CLASS OF LIVING THING. TAT. BUT WITH MEN ALSO, FATHER MINE, ACCORDING TO EACH RACE, SPEECH DIFFERS. HER. YEA, SON, BUT MAN IS ONE; SO ALSO, SPEECH IS ONE AND IS INTERPRETED, AND IT IS FOUND THE SAME IN EGYPT, AND IN PERSIA, AND IN GREECE. THOU SEEMEST, SON, TO BE IN IGNORANCE OF REASON’S (LOGOS) WORTH AND GREATNESS. FOR THAT THE BLESSED GOD, GOOD DAIMON, HATH DECLARED: “SOUL IS IN BODY, MIND IN SOUL; BUT REASON (LOGOS) IS IN MIND, AND MIND IN GOD; AND GOD IS FATHER OF [ALL] THESE.” 
[bookmark: fr_419][bookmark: fr_420][bookmark: fr_421][bookmark: fr_422]14. THE REASON, THEN, IS THE MIND’S IMAGE, AND MIND GOD’S [IMAGE]; WHILE BODY IS [THE IMAGE] OF THE FORM; AND FORM [THE IMAGE] OF THE SOUL. THE SUBTLEST PART OF MATTER IS, THEN, AIR; OF AIR, SOUL; OF SOUL, MIND; AND OF MIND, GOD. AND GOD SURROUNDETH ALL AND PERMEATETH ALL; WHILE MIND SURROUNDETH SOUL, SOUL AIR, AIR MATTER. NECESSITY AND PROVIDENCE AND NATURE ARE INSTRUMENTS OF COSMOS AND OF MATTER’S ORDERING; WHILE OF INTELLIGIBLE THINGS EACH IS ESSENCE, AND SAMENESS IS THEIR ESSENCE. BUT OF THE BODIES OF THE COSMOS EACH IS MANY; FOR THROUGH POSSESSING SAMENESS, [THESE] COMPOSED BODIES, THOUGH THEY DO CHANGE FROM ONE INTO ANOTHER OF THEMSELVES, DO NATHELESS EVER KEEP THE INCORRUPTION OF THEIR SAMENESS.
[bookmark: fr_423][bookmark: fr_424]15. WHEREAS IN ALL THE REST OF COMPOSED BODIES, OF EACH THERE IS A CERTAIN NUMBER; FOR WITHOUT NUMBER STRUCTURE CANNOT BE, OR COMPOSITION, OR DECOMPOSITION. NOW IT IS UNITS THAT GIVE BIRTH TO NUMBER AND INCREASE IT, AND, BEING DECOMPOSED, ARE TAKEN BACK AGAIN INTO THEMSELVES. MATTER IS ONE; AND THIS WHOLE COSMOS—THE MIGHTY GOD AND IMAGE OF THE MIGHTIER ONE, BOTH WITH HIM UNIFIED, AND THE CONSERVER OF THE WILL AND ORDER OF THE FATHER—IS FILLED FULL OF LIFE. NAUGHT IS THERE IN IT THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE OF ÆON, THE FATHER’S [EVERLASTING] RE-ESTABLISHMENT, NOR OF THE WHOLE, NOR OF ITS PARTS, WHICH DOTH NOT LIVE. FOR NOT A SINGLE THING THAT’S DEAD, HATH BEEN, OR IS, OR SHALL BE IN [THIS] COSMOS. FOR THAT THE FATHER WILLED IT SHOULD HAVE LIFE AS LONG AS IT SHOULD BE. WHEREFORE IT NEEDS MUST BE A GOD.
[bookmark: fr_425][bookmark: fr_426][bookmark: fr_427]16. HOW, THEN, O SON, COULD THERE BE IN THE GOD, THE IMAGE OF THE FATHER, IN THE PLENITUDE OF LIFE—DEAD THINGS? FOR THAT DEATH IS CORRUPTION, AND CORRUPTION IS DESTRUCTION. HOW THEN COULD ANY PART OF THAT WHICH KNOWETH NO CORRUPTION BE CORRUPTED, OR ANY WHIT OF HIM THE GOD DESTROYED? TAT. DO THEY NOT, THEN, MY FATHER, DIE—THE LIVES IN IT, THAT ARE ITS PARTS? HER. HUSH, SON! LED INTO ERROR BY THE TERM IN USE FOR WHAT TAKES PLACE. THEY DO NOT DIE, MY SON, BUT ARE DISSOLVED AS COMPOUND BODIES. NOW DISSOLUTION IS NOT DEATH, BUT DISSOLUTION OF A COMPOUND; IT IS DISSOLVED NOT SO THAT IT MAY BE DESTROYED, BUT THAT IT MAY BECOME RENEWED. FOR WHAT IS THE ACTIVITY OF LIFE? IS IT NOT MOTION? WHAT THEN IN COSMOS IS THERE THAT HATH NO MOTION? NAUGHT IS THERE, SON!
[bookmark: fr_428]17. TAT. DOTH NOT EARTH EVEN, FATHER, SEEM TO THEE TO HAVE NO MOTION? HER. NAY, SON; BUT RATHER THAT SHE IS THE ONLY THING WHICH, THOUGH IN VERY RAPID MOTION, IS ALSO STABLE. FOR HOW WOULD IT NOT BE A THING TO LAUGH AT, THAT THE NURSE OF ALL SHOULD HAVE NO MOTION, WHEN SHE ENGENDERS AND BRINGS FORTH ALL THINGS? FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT WITHOUT MOTION ONE WHO DOTH ENGENDER, SHOULD DO SO. THAT THOU SHOULDST ASK IF THE FOURTH PART IS NOT INERT, IS MOST RIDICULOUS; FOR THAT THE BODY WHICH DOTH HAVE NO MOTION, GIVES SIGN OF NOTHING BUT INERTIA. 
18. KNOW, THEREFORE, GENERALLY, MY SON, THAT ALL THAT IS IN COSMOS IS BEING MOVED FOR DECREASE OR FOR INCREASE. NOW THAT WHICH IS KEPT MOVING, ALSO LIVES; BUT THERE IS NO NECESSITY THAT THAT WHICH LIVES, SHOULD BE ALL SAME. FOR BEING SIMULTANEOUS, THE COSMOS, AS A WHOLE, IS NOT SUBJECT TO CHANGE, MY SON, BUT ALL ITS PARTS ARE SUBJECT UNTO IT; YET NAUGHT [OF IT] IS SUBJECT TO CORRUPTION, OR DESTROYED. IT IS THE TERMS EMPLOYED THAT CONFUSE MEN. FOR ’TIS NOT GENESIS THAT CONSTITUTETH LIFE, BUT ’TIS SENSATION; IT IS NOT CHANGE, THAT CONSTITUTETH DEATH, BUT ’TIS FORGETFULNESS. SINCE, THEN, THESE THINGS ARE SO, THEY ARE IMMORTAL ALL, MATTER, [AND] LIFE, [AND] SPIRIT, MIND [AND] SOUL, OF WHICH WHATEVER LIVETH, IS COMPOSED. 
19. WHATEVER THEN DOTH LIVE, OWETH ITS IMMORTALITY UNTO THE MIND, AND MOST OF ALL DOTH MAN, HE WHO IS BOTH RECIPIENT OF GOD, AND CO-ESSENTIAL WITH HIM. FOR WITH THIS LIFE ALONE DOTH GOD CONSORT; BY VISIONS IN THE NIGHT, BY TOKENS IN THE DAY, AND BY ALL THINGS DOTH HE FORETELL THE FUTURE UNTO HIM, BY BIRDS, BY INWARD PARTS, BY WIND, BY TREE. WHEREFORE DOTH MAN LAY CLAIM TO KNOW THINGS PAST, THINGS PRESENT AND TO COME.
[bookmark: fr_429]20. OBSERVE THIS, TOO, MY SON; THAT EACH ONE OF THE OTHER LIVES INHABITETH ONE PORTION OF THE COSMOS, AQUATIC CREATURES, WATER, TERRENE EARTH, AND AERY CREATURES AIR; WHILE MAN DOTH USE ALL THESE, EARTH, WATER, AIR, [AND] FIRE; HE SEETH HEAVEN, TOO, AND DOTH CONTACT IT WITH [HIS] SENSE. BUT GOD SURROUNDETH ALL, AND PERMEATETH ALL, FOR HE IS ENERGY AND POWER; AND IT IS NOTHING DIFFICULT, MY SON, TO CONCEIVE GOD.
[bookmark: fr_430]21. BUT IF THOU WOULDST HIM ALSO CONTEMPLATE, BEHOLD THE ORDERING OF THE COSMOS, AND [SEE] THE ORDERLY BEHAVIOUR OF ITS ORDERING; BEHOLD THOU THE NECESSITY OF THINGS MADE MANIFEST, AND [SEE] THE PROVIDENCE OF THINGS BECOME AND THINGS BECOMING; BEHOLD HOW MATTER IS ALL-FULL OF LIFE; [BEHOLD] THIS SO GREAT GOD IN MOVEMENT, WITH ALL THE GOOD AND NOBLE [ONES]—GODS, DAIMONES AND MEN! TAT. BUT THESE ARE PURELY ENERGIES, O FATHER MINE! HER. IF, THEN, THEY’RE PURELY ENERGIES, MY SON, BY WHOM, THEN, ARE THEY ENERGIZED EXCEPT BY GOD? OR ART THOU IGNORANT, THAT JUST AS HEAVEN, EARTH, WATER, AIR, ARE PARTS OF COSMOS, IN JUST THE SELFSAME WAY GOD’S PARTS ARE LIFE AND IMMORTALITY, [AND] ENERGY, AND SPIRIT, AND NECESSITY, AND PROVIDENCE, AND NATURE, SOUL, AND MIND, AND THE DURATION OF ALL THESE THAT IS CALLED GOOD? AND THERE IS NAUGHT OF THINGS THAT HAVE BECOME, OR ARE BECOMING, IN WHICH GOD IS NOT.
[bookmark: fr_431]22. TAT. IS HE IN MATTER, FATHER, THEN? HER. MATTER, MY SON, IS SEPARATE FROM GOD, IN ORDER THAT THOU MAY’ST ATTRIBUTE UNTO IT THE QUALITY OF SPACE. BUT WHAT THING ELSE THAN MASS THINK’ST THOU IT IS, IF IT’S NOT ENERGIZED? WHEREAS IF IT BE ENERGIZED, BY WHOM IS IT MADE SO? FOR ENERGIES, WE SAID, ARE PARTS OF GOD. BY WHOM ARE, THEN, ALL LIVES ENLIVENED? BY WHOM ARE THINGS IMMORTAL MADE IMMORTAL? BY WHOM CHANGED THINGS MADE CHANGEABLE? AND WHETHER THOU DOST SPEAK OF MATTER, OR OF BODY, OR OF ESSENCE, KNOW THAT THESE TOO ARE ENERGIES OF GOD; AND THAT MATERIALITY IS MATTER’S ENERGY, THAT CORPORALITY IS BODIES’ ENERGY, AND THAT ESSENTIALITY DOTH CONSTITUTE THE ENERGY OF ESSENCE; AND THIS IS GOD—THE ALL.
[bookmark: fr_432]23. AND IN THE ALL IS NAUGHT THAT IS NOT GOD. WHEREFORE NOR SIZE, NOR SPACE, NOR QUALITY, NOR FORM, NOR TIME, SURROUNDETH GOD; FOR HE IS ALL, AND ALL SURROUNDETH ALL, AND PERMEATETH ALL. UNTO THIS REASON (LOGOS), SON, THY ADORATION AND THY WORSHIP PAY. THERE IS ONE WAY ALONE TO WORSHIP GOD; [IT IS] NOT TO BE BAD. 
CORPUS HERMETICUM XIII. (XIV.)
THE SECRET SERMON ON THE MOUNTAIN CONCERNING REBIRTH AND THE PROMISE OF SILENCE OF THRICE-GREATEST HERMES UNTO TAT HIS SON
[bookmark: fr_441][bookmark: fr_442][bookmark: fr_443][bookmark: fr_444][bookmark: fr_445][bookmark: fr_446][bookmark: fr_447][bookmark: fr_448](TEXT: R. 339-348; P. 114-128; PAT. 15B-17B.) 1. TAT. [NOW] IN THE GENERAL SERMONS, FATHER, THOU DIDST SPEAK IN RIDDLES MOST UNCLEAR, CONVERSING ON DIVINITY; AND WHEN THOU SAIDST NO MAN COULD E’ER BE SAVED BEFORE REBIRTH, THY MEANING THOU DIDST HIDE. FURTHER, WHEN I BECAME THY SUPPLIANT, IN WENDING UP THE MOUNT, AFTER THOU HADST CONVERSED WITH ME, AND WHEN I LONGED TO LEARN THE SERMON (LOGOS) ON REBIRTH (FOR THIS BEYOND ALL OTHER THINGS IS JUST THE THING I KNOW NOT), THOU SAIDST, THAT THOU WOULDST GIVE IT ME “WHEN THOU SHALT HAVE BECOME A STRANGER TO THE WORLD.” WHEREFORE I GOT ME READY AND MADE THE THOUGHT IN ME A STRANGER TO THE WORLD-ILLUSION. AND NOW DO THOU FILL UP THE THINGS THAT FALL SHORT IN ME WITH WHAT THOU SAIDST WOULD GIVE ME THE TRADITION OF REBIRTH, SETTING IT FORTH IN SPEECH OR IN THE SECRET WAY. I KNOW NOT, O THRICE-GREATEST ONE, FROM OUT WHAT MATTER AND WHAT WOMB MAN COMES TO BIRTH, OR OF WHAT SEED. 
[bookmark: fr_449][bookmark: fr_450][bookmark: fr_451][bookmark: fr_452]2. HERMES. WISDOM THAT UNDERSTANDS IN SILENCE [SUCH IS THE MATTER AND THE WOMB FROM OUT WHICH MAN IS BORN], AND THE TRUE GOOD THE SEED. TAT. WHO IS THE SOWER, FATHER? FOR I AM ALTOGETHER AT A LOSS. HER. IT IS THE WILL OF GOD, MY SON. TAT. AND OF WHAT KIND IS HE THAT IS BEGOTTEN, FATHER? FOR I HAVE NO SHARE OF THAT ESSENCE IN ME, WHICH DOTH TRANSCEND THE SENSES. THE ONE THAT IS BEGOT WILL BE ANOTHER ONE FROM GOD, GOD’S SON? HER. ALL IN ALL, OUT OF ALL POWERS COMPOSED. TAT. THOU TELLEST ME A RIDDLE, FATHER, AND DOST NOT SPEAK AS FATHER UNTO SON. HER. THIS RACE, MY SON, IS NEVER TAUGHT; BUT WHEN HE WILLETH IT, ITS MEMORY IS RESTORED BY GOD. 
[bookmark: fr_453][bookmark: fr_454][bookmark: fr_455]3. TAT. THOU SAYEST THINGS IMPOSSIBLE, O FATHER, THINGS THAT ARE FORCED. HENCE ANSWERS WOULD I HAVE DIRECT UNTO THESE THINGS. AM I A SON STRANGE TO MY FATHER’S RACE? KEEP IT NOT, FATHER, BACK FROM ME. I AM A TRUE-BORN SON; EXPLAIN TO ME THE MANNER OF REBIRTH. HER. WHAT MAY I SAY, MY SON? I CAN BUT TELL THEE THIS. WHENE’ER I SEE WITHIN MYSELF THE SIMPLE VISION BROUGHT TO BIRTH OUT OF GOD’S MERCY, I HAVE PASSED THROUGH MYSELF INTO A BODY THAT CAN NEVER DIE. AND NOW I AM NOT WHAT I WAS BEFORE; BUT I AM BORN IN MIND. THE WAY TO DO THIS IS NOT TAUGHT, AND IT CANNOT BE SEEN BY THE COMPOUNDED ELEMENT BY MEANS OF WHICH THOU SEEST. YEA, I HAVE HAD MY FORMER COMPOSED FORM DISMEMBERED FOR ME. I AM NO LONGER TOUCHED, YET HAVE I TOUCH; I HAVE DIMENSION TOO; AND [YET] AM I A STRANGER TO THEM NOW. THOU SEEST ME WITH EYES, MY SON; BUT WHAT I AM THOU DOST NOT UNDERSTAND [EVEN] WITH FULLEST STRAIN OF BODY AND OF SIGHT.
[bookmark: fr_456]4. TAT. INTO FIERCE FRENZY AND MIND-FURY HAST THOU PLUNGED ME, FATHER, FOR NOW NO LONGER DO I SEE MYSELF. HER. I WOULD, MY SON, THAT THOU HADST E’EN PASSED RIGHT THROUGH THYSELF, AS THEY WHO DREAM IN SLEEP YET SLEEPLESS. TAT. TELL ME THIS TOO! WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF REBIRTH? HER. THE SON OF GOD, THE ONE MAN, BY GOD’S WILL.
[bookmark: fr_457][bookmark: fr_458][bookmark: fr_459]5. TAT. NOW HAST THOU BROUGHT ME, FATHER, UNTO PURE STUPEFACTION. ARRESTED FROM THE SENSES WHICH I HAD BEFORE... FOR [NOW] I SEE THY GREATNESS IDENTICAL WITH THY DISTINCTIVE FORM. HER. EVEN IN THIS THOU ART UNTRUE; THE MORTAL FORM DOTH CHANGE WITH EVERY DAY. ’TIS TURNED BY TIME TO GROWTH AND WANING, AS BEING AN UNTRUE THING. 
[bookmark: fr_460][bookmark: fr_461][bookmark: fr_462][bookmark: fr_463]6. TAT. WHAT THEN IS TRUE, THRICE-GREATEST ONE? HER. THAT WHICH IS NEVER TROUBLED, SON, WHICH CANNOT BE DEFINED; THAT WHICH NO COLOUR HATH, NOR ANY FIGURE, WHICH IS NOT TURNED, WHICH HATH NO GARMENT, WHICH GIVETH LIGHT; THAT WHICH IS COMPREHENSIBLE UNTO ITSELF [ALONE], WHICH DOTH NOT SUFFER CHANGE; THAT WHICH NO BODY CAN CONTAIN. TAT. IN VERY TRUTH I LOSE MY REASON, FATHER. JUST WHEN I THOUGHT TO BE MADE WISE BY THEE, I FIND THE SENSES OF THIS MIND OF MINE BLOCKED UP. HER. THUS IS IT, SON: THAT WHICH IS UPWARD BORNE LIKE FIRE, YET IS BORNE DOWN LIKE EARTH, THAT WHICH IS MOIST LIKE WATER, YET BLOWS LIKE AIR, HOW SHALT THOU THIS PERCEIVE WITH SENSE—THE THAT WHICH IS NOT SOLID NOR YET MOIST, WHICH NAUGHT CAN BIND OR LOOSE, OF WHICH IN POWER AND ENERGY ALONE CAN MAN HAVE ANY NOTION,—AND EVEN THEN IT WANTS A MAN WHO CAN PERCEIVE THE WAY OF BIRTH IN GOD?
[bookmark: fr_464][bookmark: fr_465][bookmark: fr_466][bookmark: fr_467][bookmark: fr_468][bookmark: fr_469][bookmark: fr_470]7. TAT. I AM INCAPABLE OF THIS, O FATHER, THEN? HER. NAY, GOD FORBID, MY SON! WITHDRAW INTO THYSELF, AND IT WILL COME; WILL, AND IT COMES TO PASS; THROW OUT OF WORK THE BODY’S SENSES, AND THY DIVINITY SHALL COME TO BIRTH; PURGE FROM THYSELF THE BRUTISH TORMENTS—THINGS OF MATTER. TAT. I HAVE TORMENTORS THEN IN ME, O FATHER? HER. AY, NO FEW, MY SON; NAY, FEARFUL ONES AND MANIFOLD. TAT. I DO NOT KNOW THEM, FATHER. HER. TORMENT THE FIRST IS THIS NOT-KNOWING, SON; THE SECOND ONE IS GRIEF; THE THIRD, INTEMPERANCE; THE FOURTH, CONCUPISCENCE; THE FIFTH, UNRIGHTEOUSNESS; THE SIXTH IS AVARICE; THE SEVENTH, ERROR; THE EIGHTH IS ENVY; THE NINTH, GUILE; THE TENTH IS ANGER; ELEVENTH, RASHNESS; THE TWELFTH IS MALICE. THESE ARE IN NUMBER TWELVE; BUT UNDER THEM ARE MANY MORE, MY SON; AND CREEPING THROUGH THE PRISON OF THE BODY THEY FORCE THE MAN THAT’S PLACED WITHIN TO SUFFER IN HIS SENSES. BUT THEY DEPART (ALTHOUGH NOT ALL AT ONCE) FROM HIM WHO HATH BEEN TAKEN PITY ON BY GOD; AND THIS IT IS WHICH CONSTITUTES THE MANNER OF REBIRTH. AND... THE REASON (LOGOS).
8. AND NOW, MY SON, BE STILL AND SOLEMN SILENCE KEEP! THUS, SHALL THE MERCY THAT FLOWS ON US FROM GOD NOT CEASE. HENCEFORTH REJOICE, O SON, FOR BY THE POWERS OF GOD THOU ART BEING PURIFIED FOR THE ARTICULATION OF THE REASON (LOGOS). GNOSIS OF GOD HATH COME TO US, AND WHEN THIS COMES, MY SON, NOT-KNOWING IS CAST OUT. GNOSIS OF JOY HATH COME TO US, AND ON ITS COMING, SON, SORROW WILL FLEE AWAY TO THEM WHO GIVE IT ROOM. THE POWER THAT FOLLOWS JOY DO I INVOKE, THY SELF-CONTROL. O POWER MOST SWEET! LET US MOST GLADLY BID IT WELCOME, SON! HOW WITH ITS COMING DOTH IT, CHASE INTEMPERANCE AWAY! 
[bookmark: fr_471][bookmark: fr_472][bookmark: fr_473]9. NOW FOURTH, ON CONTINENCE I CALL, THE POWER AGAINST DESIRE...THIS STEP, MY SON, IS RIGHTEOUSNESS’ FIRM SEAT. FOR WITHOUT JUDGMENT SEE HOW SHE HATH CHASED UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AWAY. WE ARE MADE RIGHTEOUS, SON, BY THE DEPARTURE OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. POWER SIXTH I CALL TO US, THAT AGAINST AVARICE, SHARING-WITH-ALL. AND NOW THAT AVARICE IS GONE, I CALL ON TRUTH. AND ERROR FLEES, AND TRUTH IS WITH US. SEE HOW [THE MEASURE OF] THE GOOD IS FULL, MY SON, UPON TRUTH’S COMING. FOR ENVY HATH GONE FROM US; AND UNTO TRUTH IS JOINED THE GOOD AS WELL, WITH LIFE AND LIGHT. AND NOW NO MORE DOTH ANY TORMENT OF THE DARKNESS VENTURE NIGH, BUT VANQUISHED [ALL] HAVE FLED WITH WHIRRING WINGS. 
[bookmark: fr_474][bookmark: fr_475]10. THOU KNOWEST [NOW], MY SON, THE MANNER OF REBIRTH. AND WHEN THE TEN IS COME, MY SON, THAT DRIVETH OUT THE TWELVE, THE BIRTH IN UNDERSTANDING IS COMPLETE, AND BY THIS BIRTH WE ARE MADE INTO GODS. WHO THEN DOTH BY HIS MERCY GAIN THIS BIRTH IN GOD, ABANDONING THE BODY’S SENSES, KNOWS HIMSELF [TO BE OF LIGHT AND LIFE] AND THAT HE DOTH CONSIST OF THESE, AND [THUS] IS FILLED WITH BLISS. 
[bookmark: fr_476]11. TAT. BY GOD MADE STEADFAST, FATHER, NO LONGER WITH THE SIGHT MY EYES AFFORD I LOOK ON THINGS, BUT WITH THE ENERGY THE MIND DOTH GIVE ME THROUGH THE POWERS. IN HEAVEN AM I, IN EARTH, IN WATER, AIR; I AM IN ANIMALS, IN PLANTS; I’M IN THE WOMB, BEFORE THE WOMB, AFTER THE WOMB; I’M EVERYWHERE! BUT FURTHER TELL ME THIS: HOW ARE THE TORMENTS OF THE DARKNESS, WHEN THEY ARE TWELVE IN NUMBER, DRIVEN OUT BY THE TEN POWERS? WHAT IS THE WAY OF IT, THRICE-GREATEST ONE? 
[bookmark: fr_477][bookmark: fr_478][bookmark: fr_479][bookmark: fr_480]12. HER. THIS DWELLING-PLACE THROUGH WHICH WE HAVE JUST PASSED, MY SON, IS CONSTITUTED FROM THE CIRCLE OF THE TYPES-OF-LIFE, THIS BEING COMPOSED OF ELEMENTS, TWELVE IN NUMBER, BUT OF ONE NATURE, AN OMNIFORM IDEA. FOR MAN’S DELUSION THERE ARE DISUNIONS IN THEM, SON, WHILE IN THEIR ACTION THEY ARE ONE. NOT ONLY CAN WE NEVER PART RASHNESS FROM WRATH; THEY CANNOT EVEN BE DISTINGUISHED. ACCORDING TO RIGHT REASON (LOGOS), THEN, THEY NATURALLY WITHDRAW ONCE AND FOR ALL, IN AS MUCH AS THEY ARE CHASED OUT BY NO LESS THAN TEN POWERS, THAT IS, THE TEN. FOR, SON, THE TEN IS THAT WHICH GIVETH BIRTH TO SOULS. AND LIFE AND LIGHT ARE UNIFIED THERE, WHERE THE ONE HATH BEING FROM THE SPIRIT. ACCORDING THEN TO REASON (LOGOS) THE ONE CONTAINS THE TEN, THE TEN THE ONE.
[bookmark: fr_481][bookmark: fr_482][bookmark: fr_483][bookmark: fr_484]13. TAT. FATHER, I SEE THE ALL, I SEE MYSELF IN MIND. HER. THIS IS, MY SON, REBIRTH—NO MORE TO LOOK ON THINGS FROM BODY’S VIEW-POINT (A THING THREE WAYS IN SPACE EXTENDED) ...THOUGH THIS SERMON (LOGOS) ON REBIRTH, ON WHICH I DID NOT COMMENT; IN ORDER THAT WE MAY NOT BE CALUMNIATORS OF THE ALL UNTO THE MULTITUDE, TO WHOM INDEED THE GOD HIMSELF DOTH WILL WE SHOULD NOT.
14. TAT. TELL ME, O FATHER: THIS BODY WHICH IS MADE UP OF THE POWERS, IS IT AT ANY TIME DISSOLVED? HER. HUSH, [SON]! SPEAK NOT OF THINGS IMPOSSIBLE, ELSE WILT THOU SIN AND THY MIND’S EYE BE QUENCHED. THE NATURAL BODY WHICH OUR SENSE PERCEIVES IS FAR REMOVED FROM THIS ESSENTIAL BIRTH. THE FIRST MUST BE DISSOLVED, THE LAST CAN NEVER BE; THE FIRST MUST DIE, THE LAST DEATH CANNOT TOUCH. DOST THOU NOT KNOW THOU HAST BEEN BORN A GOD, SON OF THE ONE, EVEN AS I MYSELF?
[bookmark: fr_485][bookmark: fr_486][bookmark: fr_487][bookmark: fr_488][bookmark: fr_489]15. TAT. I WOULD, O FATHER, HEAR THE PRAISE-GIVING WITH HYMN WHICH THOU DIDST SAY THOU HEARDEST THEN WHEN THOU WERT AT THE EIGHT [THE OGDOAD] OF POWERS. HER. JUST AS THE SHEPHERD DID FORETELL [I SHOULD], MY SON, [WHEN I CAME TO] THE EIGHT. WELL DOST THOU HASTE TO “STRIKE THY TENT,” FOR THOU HAST BEEN MADE PURE. THE SHEPHERD, MIND OF ALL MASTERHOOD, HATH NOT PASSED ON TO ME MORE THAN HATH BEEN WRIT DOWN, FOR FULL WELL DID HE KNOW THAT I SHOULD OF MYSELF BE ABLE TO LEARN ALL, AND HEAR WHAT I SHOULD WISH, AND SEE ALL THINGS. HE LEFT TO ME THE MAKING OF FAIR THINGS; WHEREFORE THE POWERS WITHIN ME, EVEN AS THEY ARE IN ALL, BREAK INTO SONG. 
[bookmark: fr_490]16. TAT. FATHER, I WISH TO HEAR; I LONG TO KNOW THESE THINGS. HER. BE STILL, MY SON; HEAR THE PRAISE-GIVING NOW THAT KEEPS [THE SOUL] IN TUNE, HYMN OF RE-BIRTH—A HYMN I WOULD NOT HAVE THOUGHT FIT SO READILY TO TELL, HAD’ST THOU NOT REACHED THE END OF ALL. WHEREFORE THIS IS NOT TAUGHT, BUT IS KEPT HID IN SILENCE. THUS THEN, MY SON, STAND IN A PLACE UNCOVERED TO THE SKY, FACING THE SOUTHERN WIND, ABOUT THE SINKING OF THE SETTING SUN, AND MAKE THY WORSHIP; SO IN LIKE MANNER TOO WHEN HE DOTH RISE, WITH FACE TO THE EAST WIND. NOW, SON, BE STILL! 
THE SECRET HYMNODY
17. LET EVERY NATURE OF THE WORLD RECEIVE THE UTTERANCE OF MY HYMN! OPEN THOU EARTH! LET EVERY BOLT OF THE ABYSS BE DRAWN FOR ME. STIR NOT, YE TREES! I AM ABOUT TO HYMN CREATION’S LORD, BOTH ALL AND ONE. YE HEAVENS OPEN, AND YE WINDS STAY STILL; [AND] LET GOD’S DEATHLESS SPHERE RECEIVE MY WORD (LOGOS)! FOR I WILL SING THE PRAISE OF HIM WHO FOUNDED ALL; WHO FIXED THE EARTH, AND HUNG UP HEAVEN, AND GAVE COMMAND THAT OCEAN SHOULD AFFORD SWEET WATER [TO THE EARTH], TO BOTH THOSE PARTS THAT ARE INHABITED AND THOSE THAT ARE NOT, FOR THE SUPPORT AND USE OF EVERY MAN; WHO MADE THE FIRE TO SHINE FOR GODS AND MEN FOR EVERY ACT. LET US TOGETHER ALL GIVE PRAISE TO HIM, SUBLIME ABOVE THE HEAVENS, OF EVERY NATURE LORD! IT IS HE WHO IS THE EYE OF MIND; MAY HE ACCEPT THE PRAISE OF THESE MY POWERS! 
[bookmark: fr_491][bookmark: fr_492][bookmark: fr_493][bookmark: fr_494][bookmark: fr_495][bookmark: fr_496][bookmark: fr_497][bookmark: fr_498][bookmark: fr_499][bookmark: fr_500][bookmark: fr_501][bookmark: fr_502]18. YE POWERS THAT ARE WITHIN ME, HYMN THE ONE AND ALL; SING WITH MY WILL, POWERS ALL THAT ARE WITHIN ME! O BLESSED GNOSIS, BY THEE ILLUMINED, HYMNING THROUGH THEE THE LIGHT THAT MIND ALONE CAN SEE, I JOY IN JOY OF MIND. SING WITH ME PRAISES ALL YE POWERS! SING PRAISE, MY SELF-CONTROL; SING THOU THROUGH ME, MY RIGHTEOUSNESS, THE PRAISES OF THE RIGHTEOUS; SING THOU, MY SHARING-ALL, THE PRAISES OF THE ALL; THROUGH ME SING, TRUTH, TRUTH’S PRAISES! SING THOU, O GOOD, THE GOOD! O LIFE AND LIGHT, FROM US TO YOU OUR PRAISES FLOW! FATHER, I GIVE THEE THANKS, TO THEE THOU ENERGY OF ALL MY POWERS; I GIVE THEE THANKS, O GOD, THOU POWER OF ALL MY ENERGIES! 19. THY REASON (LOGOS) SINGS THROUGH ME THY PRAISES. TAKE BACK THROUGH ME THE ALL INTO [THY] REASON—[MY] REASONABLE OBLATION! THUS, CRY THE POWERS IN ME. THEY SING THY PRAISE, THOU ALL; THEY DO THY WILL. FROM THEE THY WILL; TO THEE THE ALL. RECEIVE FROM ALL THEIR REASONABLE OBLATION. THE ALL THAT IS IN US, O LIFE, PRESERVE; O LIGHT ILLUMINE IT; O GOD IN-SPIRIT IT. IT IS THY MIND THAT PLAYS THE SHEPHERD TO THY WORD, O THOU CREATOR, BESTOWER OF THE SPIRIT [UPON ALL]. 20. [FOR] THOU ART GOD; THY MAN THUS CRIES TO THEE THROUGH FIRE, THROUGH AIR, THROUGH EARTH, THROUGH WATER, [AND] THROUGH SPIRIT, THROUGH THY CREATURES. IT IS FROM THY ÆON I HAVE FOUND PRAISE-GIVING; AND IN THY WILL, THE OBJECT OF MY SEARCH, HAVE I FOUND REST. TAT. BY THY GOOD PLEASURE HAVE I SEEN THIS PRAISE-GIVING BEING SUNG, O FATHER; I HAVE SET IT IN MY COSMOS TOO. HER. SAY IN THE COSMOS THAT THY MIND ALONE CAN SEE, MY SON. TAT. YEA, FATHER, IN THE COSMOS THAT THE MIND ALONE CAN SEE; FOR I HAVE BEEN MADE ABLE BY THY HYMN, AND BY THY PRAISE-GIVING MY MIND HATH BEEN ILLUMINED. BUT FURTHER I MYSELF AS WELL WOULD FROM MY NATURAL MIND SEND PRAISE-GIVING TO GOD. 21. HER. BUT NOT UNHEEDFULLY, MY SON. TAT. AY. WHAT I BEHOLD IN MIND, THAT DO I SAY. TO THEE, THOU PARENT OF MY BRINGING INTO BIRTH, AS UNTO GOD I, TAT, SEND REASONABLE OFFERINGS. O GOD AND FATHER, THOU ART THE LORD, THOU ART THE MIND. RECEIVE FROM ME OBLATIONS REASONABLE AS THOU WOULD’ST WISH; FOR BY THY WILL ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN PERFECTED. HER. SEND THOU OBLATION, SON, ACCEPTABLE TO GOD, THE SIRE OF ALL; BUT ADD, MY SON, TOO, “THROUGH THE WORD” (LOGOS). TAT. I GIVE THEE, FATHER, THANKS FOR SHOWING ME TO SING SUCH HYMNS. 
[bookmark: fr_503][bookmark: fr_504][bookmark: fr_505]22. HER. HAPPY AM I, MY SON, THAT THOU HAST BROUGHT THE GOOD FRUITS FORTH OF TRUTH, PRODUCTS THAT CANNOT DIE. AND NOW THAT THOU HAST LEARNT THIS LESSON FROM ME, MAKE PROMISE TO KEEP SILENCE ON THY VIRTUE, AND TO NO SOUL, MY SON, MAKE KNOWN THE HANDING ON TO THEE THE MANNER OF REBIRTH, THAT WE MAY NOT BE THOUGHT TO BE CALUMNIATORS. AND NOW WE BOTH OF US HAVE GIVEN HEED SUFFICIENTLY, BOTH I THE SPEAKER AND THE HEARER THOU. IN MIND HAST THOU BECOME A KNOWER OF THYSELF AND OF OUR [COMMON] SIRE. 
CORPUS HERMETICUM XIV. (XV.)
[bookmark: fr_542][A LETTER] OF THRICE-GREATEST HERMES TO ASCLEPIUS UNTO ASCLEPIUS GOOD HEALTH OF SOUL!
[bookmark: fr_543][bookmark: fr_544](TEXT: P. 128-134; PAT. 49, 50.) 1. SINCE IN THY ABSENCE MY SON TAT DESIRED TO LEARN THE NATURE OF THE THINGS THAT ARE, AND WOULD NOT LET ME HOLD IT OVER, AS [NATURAL TO] A YOUNGER SON FRESH COME TO GNOSIS OF THE [TEACHINGS] ON EACH SINGLE POINT, I WAS COMPELLED TO TELL [HIM] MORE, IN ORDER THAT THE CONTEMPLATION [OF THEM] MIGHT BE THE EASIER FOR HIM TO FOLLOW. I WOULD, THEN, CHOOSING OUT THE CHIEFEST HEADS OF WHAT WAS SAID, WRITE THEM IN BRIEF TO THEE, EXPLAINING THEM MORE MYSTICLY, AS UNTO ONE OF GREATER AGE AND ONE WELL VERSED IN NATURE. 
2. IF ALL THINGS MANIFEST HAVE BEEN AND ARE BEING MADE, AND MADE THINGS ARE NOT MADE BY THEIR OWN SELVES BUT BY ANOTHER; [IF] MADE THINGS ARE THE MANY,—NAY MORE, ARE ALL THINGS MANIFEST AND ALL THINGS DIFFERENT AND NOT ALIKE; AND THINGS THAT ARE BEING MADE ARE BEING MADE BY OTHER [THAN THEMSELVES];—THERE IS SOME ONE WHO MAKES THESE THINGS; AND HE CANNOT BE MADE, BUT IS MORE ANCIENT THAN THE THINGS THAT CAN. FOR THINGS THAT CAN BE MADE, I SAY, ARE MADE BY OTHER [THAN THEMSELVES]; BUT OF THE THINGS THAT OWE THEIR BEING TO THEIR BEING MADE, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT ANYTHING SHOULD BE MORE ANCIENT THAN THEM ALL, SAVE ONLY THAT WHICH IS NOT ABLE TO BE MADE.
[bookmark: fr_545]3. SO HE IS BOTH SUPREME, AND ONE, AND ONLY, THE TRULY WISE IN ALL, AS HAVING NAUGHT MORE ANCIENT [THAN HIMSELF]. FOR HE DOTH RULE O’ER BOTH THE NUMBER, SIZE AND DIFFERENCE OF THINGS THAT ARE BEING MADE, AND O’ER THE CONTINUITY OF THEIR MAKING [TOO]. AGAIN, THINGS MAKEABLE ARE SEEABLE; BUT HE CANNOT BE SEEN. FOR FOR THIS CAUSE HE MAKETH, THAT HE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO BE SEEN. HE, THEREFORE, EVER MAKETH; AND THEREFORE, CAN HE NEVER BE SEEN. TO COMPREHEND HIM THUS IS MEET; AND COMPREHENDING, [IT IS MEET] TO MARVEL; AND MARVELLING, TO COUNT ONESELF AS BLESSED, AS HAVING LEARNT TO KNOW ONE’S SIRE. 
4. FOR WHAT IS SWEETER THAN ONE’S OWN TRUE SIRE? WHO, THEN, IS HE; AND HOW SHALL WE LEARN HOW TO KNOW HIM? IS IT NOT RIGHT TO DEDICATE TO HIM ALONE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, OR THAT OF MAKER, OR OF FATHER [STEPHEN], OR RATHER [ALL] THE THREE; GOD FOR HIS POWER, AND MAKER FOR HIS ENERGY, AND FATHER FOR HIS GOOD? NOW POWER DOTH DIFFER FROM THE THINGS WHICH ARE BEING MADE; WHILE ENERGY CONSISTETH IN ALL THINGS BEING MADE. WHEREFORE WE OUGHT TO PUT AWAY VERBOSITY AND FOOLISH TALK, AND UNDERSTAND THESE TWO—THE MADE AND MAKER. FOR THAT OF THEM THERE IS NO MIDDLE [TERM]; THERE IS NO THIRD.
[bookmark: fr_546]5. WHEREFORE IN ALL THAT THOU CONCEIVEST, IN ALL THOU NEAREST, THESE, TWO RECALL TO MIND; AND THINK ALL THINGS ARE THEY, RECKONING AS DOUBTFUL NAUGHT, NOR OF THE THINGS ABOVE, NOR OF THE THINGS BELOW, NEITHER OF THINGS DIVINE, NOR THINGS THAT SUFFER CHANGE OR THINGS THAT ARE IN OBSCURATION. FOR ALL THINGS ARE [THESE] TWAIN, MAKER AND MADE, AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT ONE SHOULD BE WITHOUT THE OTHER; FOR NEITHER IS IT POSSIBLE THAT “MAKER” SHOULD EXIST WITHOUT THE “MADE,” FOR EACH OF THEM IS ONE AND THE SAME THING. WHEREFORE IT IS NO MORE POSSIBLE FOR ONE FROM OTHER TO BE PARTED, THAN SELF FROM SELF.
[bookmark: fr_547][bookmark: fr_548]6. NOW IF THE MAKER IS NAUGHT ELSE BUT THAT WHICH MAKES, ALONE, SIMPLE, UNCOMPOUND, IT NEEDS MUST DO THIS [MAKING] TO ITSELF, TO WHICH ITS MAKER’S MAKING IS “ITS BEING MADE.” AND AS TO ALL THAT’S BEING MADE, IT CANNOT BE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] [SO MADE] BY BEING MADE BY ITS OWN SELF; BUT IT MUST NEEDS BE MADE BY BEING MADE BY OTHER. WITHOUT THE “MAKER” “MADE” IS NEITHER MADE NOR IS; FOR THAT THE ONE WITHOUT THE OTHER DOTH LOSE ITS PROPER NATURE BY DEPRIVATION OF THAT OTHER. IF, THEN, ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN ADMITTED TO BE TWO, THE “THAT WHICH IS BEING MADE” AND “THAT WHICH MAKES,” [ALL THEN] ARE ONE IN UNION OF THESE, THE “THAT WHICH LEADETH” AND THE “THAT WHICH FOLLOWETH.” THE MAKING GOD IS “THAT WHICH LEADETH”; THE “THAT WHICH IS BEING MADE,” WHATEVER IT BE, THE “THAT WHICH FOLLOWETH.”
[bookmark: fr_549][bookmark: fr_550]7. AND DO NOT THOU BE CHARY OF THINGS MADE BECAUSE OF THEIR VARIETY, FROM FEAR OF ATTRIBUTION OF A LOW ESTATE AND LACK OF GLORY UNTO GOD. FOR THAT HIS GLORY’S ONE, TO MAKE ALL THINGS; AND THIS IS AS IT WERE GOD’S BODY, THE MAKING [OF THEM]. BUT BY THE MAKER’S SELF NAUGHT IS THERE THOUGHT OR BAD OR BASE. THESE THINGS ARE PASSIONS WHICH ACCOMPANY THE MAKING PROCESS, AS RUST DOTH BRASS AND FILTH DOTH BODY; BUT NEITHER DOTH THE BRASS-SMITH MAKE THE RUST, NOR THE BEGETTERS OF THE BODY FILTH, NOR GOD [MAKE] EVIL. IT IS CONTINUANCE IN THE STATE OF BEING MADE THAT MAKES THEM LOSE, AS THOUGH IT WERE, THEIR BLOOM; AND ’TIS BECAUSE OF THIS GOD HATH MADE CHANGE, AS THOUGH IT WERE THE MAKING CLEAN OF GENESIS.
[bookmark: fr_551]8. IS IT, THEN, POSSIBLE FOR ONE AND THE SAME PAINTER MAN TO MAKE BOTH HEAVEN, AND GODS, AND EARTH, AND SEA, AND MEN, AND ALL THE ANIMALS, AND LIFELESS THINGS, AND TREES, AND YET IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD TO MAKE ALL THINGS? WHAT MONSTRAUS LACK OF UNDERSTANDING; WHAT WANT OF KNOWLEDGE AS TO GOD! FOR SUCH THE STRANGEST LOT OF ALL DO SUFFER; FOR THOUGH THEY SAY THEY WORSHIP PIOUSLY AND SING THE PRAISE OF GOD, YET BY THEIR NOT ASCRIBING UNTO HIM THE MAKING OF ALL THINGS, THEY KNOW NOT GOD; AND, ADDED UNTO THIS NOT-KNOWING, THEY’RE GUILTY EVEN OF THE WORST IMPIETY TO HIM—PASSIONS TO HIM ATTRIBUTING, OR ARROGANCE, OR IMPOTENCY. FOR IF HE DOTH NOT MAKE ALL THINGS, FROM ARROGANCE HE DOTH NOT MAKE, OR NOT BEING ABLE, WHICH IS IMPIETY [TO THINK].
[bookmark: fr_552]9. ONE PASSION HATH GOD ONLY—GOOD; AND HE WHO’S GOOD, IS NEITHER ARROGANT NOR IMPOTENT. FOR THIS IS GOD—THE GOOD, WHICH HATH ALL POWER OF MAKING ALL. AND ALL THAT CAN BE MADE IS MADE BY GOD, THAT IS, BY [HIM WHO IS] THE GOOD AND WHO CAN MAKE ALL THINGS. BUT WOULD’ST THOU LEARN HOW HE DOTH MAKE, AND HOW THINGS MADE ARE MADE, THOU MAYEST DO SO.
10. BEHOLD A VERY FAIR AND MOST RESEMBLANT IMAGE—A HUSBANDMAN CASTING THE SEED INTO THE GROUND; HERE WHEAT, THERE BARLEY, AND THERE [AGAIN] SOME OTHER OF THE SEEDS! BEHOLD ONE AND THE SAME MAN PLANTING THE VINE, THE APPLE, AND [ALL] OTHER TREES! IN JUST THE SELFSAME WAY DOTH GOD SOW IMMORTALITY IN HEAVEN, AND CHANGE ON EARTH, AND LIFE AND MOTION IN THE UNIVERSE. THESE ARE NOT MANY, BUT FEW AND EASY TO BE NUMBERED; FOR FOUR IN ALL ARE THEY, AND GOD HIMSELF AND GENESIS, IN WHOM ARE ALL THAT ARE.
CORPUS HERMETICUM (XVI.)
THE DEFINITIONS OF ASCLEPIUS UNTO KING AMMON THE PERFECT SERMON OF ASCLEPIUS UNTO THE KING
[bookmark: fr_558](TEXT: R. 348-354; PAT. AT END.) 1. GREAT IS THE SERMON (LOGOS) WHICH I SEND TO THEE, O KING—THE SUMMING UP AND DIGEST, AS IT WERE, OF ALL THE REST. FOR IT IS NOT COMPOSED TO SUIT THE MANY’S PREJUDICE, SINCE IT CONTAINS MUCH THAT REFUTETH THEM. NAY, IT WILL SEEM TO THEE AS WELL TO CONTRADICT SOMETIMES MY SERMONS TOO. HERMES, MY MASTER, IN MANY A CONVERSATION, BOTH WHEN ALONE, AND SOMETIMES, TOO, WHEN TAT WAS THERE, HAS SAID, THAT UNTO THOSE WHO COME ACROSS MY BOOKS, THEIR COMPOSITION WILL SEEM MOST SIMPLE AND [MOST] CLEAR; BUT, ON THE CONTRARY, AS ’TIS UNCLEAR, AND HAS THE [INNER] MEANING OF ITS WORDS CONCEALED, IT WILL BE STILL UNCLEARER, WHEN, AFTERWARDS, THE GREEKS WILL WANT TO TURN OUR TONGUE INTO THEIR OWN, FOR THIS WILL BE A VERY GREAT DISTORTING AND OBSCURING OF [EVEN] WHAT HAS BEEN [ALREADY] WRITTEN. 
[bookmark: fr_559][bookmark: fr_560][bookmark: fr_561][bookmark: fr_562][bookmark: fr_563]2. TURNED INTO OUR OWN NATIVE TONGUE, THE SERMON (LOGOS) KEEPETH CLEAR THE MEANING OF THE WORDS (LOGOI) [AT ANY RATE]. FOR THAT ITS VERY QUALITY OF SOUND, THE [VERY] POWER OF THE EGYPTIAN NAMES, HAVE IN THEMSELVES THE BRINGING INTO ACT OF WHAT IS SAID. AS FAR AS, THEN, THOU CANST, O KING—(AND THOU CANST [DO] ALL THINGS)—KEEP [THIS] OUR SERMON FROM TRANSLATION; IN ORDER THAT SUCH MIGHTY MYSTERIES MAY NOT COME TO THE GREEKS, AND THE DISDAINFUL SPEECH OF GREECE, WITH [ALL] ITS LOOSENESS, AND ITS SURFACE BEAUTY, SO TO SPEAK, TAKE ALL THE STRENGTH OUT OF THE SOLEMN AND THE STRONG—THE ENERGETIC SPEECH OF NAMES. THE GREEKS, O KING, HAVE NOVEL WORDS, ENERGIC OF “ARGUMENTATION” [ONLY]; AND THUS, IS THE PHILOSOPHIZING OF THE GREEKS—THE NOISE OF WORDS. BUT WE DO NOT USE WORDS; BUT WE USE SOUNDS FULL-FILLED WITH DEEDS. 
[bookmark: fr_564][bookmark: fr_565][bookmark: fr_566][bookmark: fr_567][bookmark: fr_568]3. THUS, THEN, WILL I BEGIN THE SERMON BY INVOCATION UNTO GOD, THE UNIVERSALS’ LORD AND MAKER, [THEIR] SIRE, AND [THEIR] ENCOMPASSER; WHO THOUGH BEING ALL IS ONE, AND THOUGH BEING ONE IS ALL; FOR THAT THE FULLNESS OF ALL THINGS IS ONE, AND [IS] IN ONE, THIS LATTER ONE NOT COMING AS A SECOND [ONE], BUT BOTH BEING ONE. AND THIS IS THE IDEA THAT I WOULD HAVE THEE KEEP, THROUGH THE WHOLE STUDY OF OUR SERMON, SIRE! FOR SHOULD ONE TRY TO SEPARATE WHAT SEEMS TO BE BOTH ALL AND ONE AND SAME FROM ONE, HE WILL BE FOUND TO TAKE HIS EPITHET OF “ALL” FROM [THE IDEA OF] MULTITUDE, AND NOT FROM [THAT OF) FULLNESS WHICH IS IMPOSSIBLE; FOR IF HE PART ALL FROM THE ONE, HE WILL DESTROY THE ALL. FOR ALL THINGS MUST BE ONE—IF THEY INDEED ARE ONE. YEA, THEY ARE ONE; AND THEY SHALL NEVER CEASE BEING ONE—IN ORDER THAT THE FULLNESS MAY NOT BE DESTROYED.
[bookmark: fr_569][bookmark: fr_570][bookmark: fr_571][bookmark: fr_572][bookmark: fr_573][bookmark: fr_574][bookmark: fr_575]4. SEE THEN IN EARTH A HOST OF FOUNTS OF WATER AND OF FIRE FORTH-SPIRTING IN ITS MIDMOST PARTS; IN ONE AND THE SAME [SPACE ALL] THE THREE NATURES VISIBLE—OF FIRE, AND WATER, AND OF EARTH, DEPENDING FROM ONE ROOT. WHENCE, TOO, IT IS BELIEVED TO BE THE TREASURY OF EVERY MATTER. IT SENDETH FORTH OF ITS ABUNDANCE, AND IN THE PLACE [OF WHAT IT SENDETH FORTH] RECEIVETH THE SUBSISTENCE FROM ABOVE. FOR THUS THE DEMIURGE I MEAN THE SUN ETERNALLY DOTH ORDER HEAVEN AND EARTH, POURING DOWN ESSENCE, AND TAKING MATTER UP, DRAWING BOTH ROUND HIMSELF AND TO HIMSELF ALL THINGS, AND FROM HIMSELF GIVING ALL THINGS TO ALL. FOR HE IT IS WHOSE GOODLY ENERGIES EXTEND NOT ONLY THROUGH THE HEAVEN AND THE AIR, BUT ALSO ONTO EARTH, RIGHT DOWN UNTO THE LOWEST DEPTH AND THE ABYSS.
[bookmark: fr_576][bookmark: fr_577][bookmark: fr_578][bookmark: fr_579]6. AND IF THERE BE AN ESSENCE WHICH THE MIND ALONE CAN GRASP, THIS IS HIS SUBSTANCE, THE RESERVOIR OF WHICH WOULD BE HIS LIGHT. BUT WHENCE THIS [SUBSTANCE] DOTH ARISE, OR FLOWETH FORTH, HE, [AND HE] ONLY, KNOWS. OR RATHER, IN SPACE AND NATURE, HE IS NEAR UNTO HIMSELF...THOUGH AS HE IS NOT SEEN BY US...UNDERSTAND [HIM] BY CONJECTURE. 
[bookmark: fr_580][bookmark: fr_581][bookmark: fr_582][bookmark: fr_583]7. THE SPECTACLE OF HIM, HOWEVER, IS NOT LEFT UNTO CONJECTURE; NAY [FOR] HIS VERY RAYS, IN GREATEST SPLENDOUR, SHINE ALL ROUND ON ALL THE COSMOS THAT DOTH LIE ABOVE AND LIE BELOW. FOR HE IS STABLISHED IN THE MIDST, WREATHED WITH THE COSMOS, AND JUST AS A GOOD CHARIOTEER, HE SAFELY DRIVES THE COSMIC TEAM, AND HOLDS THEM IN UNTO HIMSELF, LEST THEY SHOULD RUN AWAY IN DIRE DISORDER. THE REINS ARE LIFE, AND SOUL, AND SPIRIT, DEATHLESSNESS, AND GENESIS. HE LETS IT, THEN, DRIVE [ROUND] NOT FAR OFF FROM HIMSELF—NAY, IF THE TRUTH BE SAID, TOGETHER WITH HIMSELF.
[bookmark: fr_584][bookmark: fr_585][bookmark: fr_586][bookmark: fr_587]8. AND IN THIS WAY HE OPERATES ALL THINGS. TO THE IMMORTALS HE DISTRIBUTETH PERPETUAL PERMANENCE; AND WITH THE UPPER HEMISPHERE OF HIS OWN LIGHT—ALL THAT HE SENDS ABOVE FROM OUT HIS OTHER SIDE, [THE SIDE OF HIM] WHICH LOOKS TO HEAVEN—HE NOURISHETH THE DEATHLESS PARTS OF COSMOS. BUT WITH THAT SIDE THAT SENDETH DOWN [ITS LIGHT], AND SHINETH ROUND ALL OF THE HEMISPHERE OF WATER, AND OF EARTH, AND AIR, HE VIVIFIETH, AND BY BIRTHS AND CHANGES KEEPETH IN MOVEMENT TO AND FRO THE ANIMALS IN THESE [THE LOWER] PARTS OF COSMOS...
[bookmark: fr_588]9. HE CHANGES THEM IN SPIRAL FASHION, AND DOTH TRANSFORM THEM INTO ONE ANOTHER, GENUS TO GENUS, SPECIES INTO SPECIES, THEIR MUTUAL CHANGES INTO ONE ANOTHER BEING BALANCED—JUST AS HE DOES WHEN HE DOTH DEAL WITH THE GREAT BODIES. FOR IN THE CASE OF EVERY BODY, [ITS] PERMANENCE [CONSISTS IN] TRANSFORMATION. IN CASE OF AN IMMORTAL ONE, THERE IS NO DISSOLUTION; BUT WHEN IT IS A MORTAL ONE, IT IS ACCOMPANIED WITH DISSOLUTION. AND THIS IS HOW THE DEATHLESS BODY DOTH DIFFER FROM THE MORTAL, AND HOW THE MORTAL ONE DOTH DIFFER FROM THE DEATHLESS.
[bookmark: fr_589][bookmark: fr_590]10. MOREOVER, AS HIS LIGHT’S CONTINUOUS, SO IS HIS POWER OF GIVING LIFE TO LIVES CONTINUOUS, AND NOT TO BE BROUGHT TO AN END IN SPACE OR IN ABUNDANCE. FOR THERE ARE MANY CHOIRS OF DAIMONS ROUND HIM, LIKE UNTO HOSTS OF VERY VARIOUS KINDS; WHO THOUGH THEY DWELL WITH MORTALS, YET ARE NOT FAR FROM THE IMMORTALS; BUT HAVING AS THEIR LOT FROM HERE UNTO THE SPACES OF THE GODS, THEY WATCH OVER THE AFFAIRS OF MEN, AND WORK OUT THINGS APPOINTED BY THE GODS—BY MEANS OF STORMS, WHIRLWINDS AND HURRICANES, BY TRANSMUTATIONS WROUGHT BY FIRE AND SHAKINGS OF THE EARTH, WITH FAMINES ALSO AND WITH WARS REQUITING [MAN’S] IMPIETY, FOR THIS IS IN MAN’S CASE THE GREATEST ILL AGAINST THE GODS.
[bookmark: fr_591][bookmark: fr_592]11. FOR THAT THE DUTY OF THE GODS IS TO GIVE BENEFITS; THE DUTY OF MANKIND IS TO GIVE WORSHIP; THE DUTY OF THE DAIMONS IS TO GIVE REQUITAL. FOR AS TO ALL THE OTHER THINGS MEN DO, THROUGH ERROR, OR FOOLHARDINESS, OR BY NECESSITY, WHICH THEY CALL FATE, OR IGNORANCE—THESE ARE NOT HELD REQUITABLE AMONG THE GODS; IMPIETY ALONE IS GUILTY AT THEIR BAR. 
[bookmark: fr_593][bookmark: fr_594][bookmark: fr_595]12. THE SUN IS THE PRESERVER AND THE NURSE OF EVERY CLASS. AND JUST AS THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD, HOLDING THE SENSIBLE IN ITS EMBRACE, FILLS IT [ALL] FULL, DISTENDING IT WITH FORMS OF EVERY KIND AND EVERY SHAPE—SO, TOO, THE SUN DISTENDETH ALL IN COSMOS, AFFORDING BIRTHS TO ALL, AND STRENGTHENETH THEM. WHEN THEY ARE WEARY OR THEY FAIL, HE TAKES THEM IN HIS ARMS AGAIN. 
[bookmark: fr_596]13. AND UNDER HIM IS RANGED THE CHOIR OF DAIMONS—OR, RATHER, CHOIRS; FOR THESE ARE MULTITUDINOUS AND VERY VARIED, RANKED UNDERNEATH THE GROUPS OF STARS, IN EQUAL NUMBER WITH EACH ONE OF THEM. SO, MARSHALLED IN THEIR RANKS, THEY ARE THE MINISTERS OF EACH ONE OF THE STARS, BEING IN THEIR NATURES GOOD, AND BAD, THAT IS, IN THEIR ACTIVITIES (FOR THAT A DAIMON’S ESSENCE IS ACTIVITY); WHILE SOME OF THEM ARE [OF] MIXED [NATURES], GOOD AND BAD.
[bookmark: fr_597]14. TO ALL OF THESE HAS BEEN ALLOTTED THE AUTHORITY OVER THINGS UPON THE EARTH; AND IT IS THEY WHO BRING ABOUT THE MULTIFOLD CONFUSION OF THE TURMOILS ON THE EARTH—FOR STATES AND NATIONS GENERALLY, AND FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL SEPARATELY. FOR THEY DO SHAPE OUR SOULS LIKE TO THEMSELVES, AND SET THEM MOVING WITH THEM, OBSESSING NERVES, AND MARROW, VEINS AND ARTERIES, THE BRAIN ITSELF, DOWN TO THE VERY HEART. 
[bookmark: fr_598][bookmark: fr_599][bookmark: fr_600][bookmark: fr_601]15. FOR ON EACH ONE OF US BEING BORN AND MADE ALIVE, THE DAIMONS TAKE HOLD ON US—THOSE [DAIMONES] WHO ARE IN SERVICE AT THAT MOMENT [OF THE WHEEL] OF GENESIS, WHO ARE RANGED UNDER EACH ONE OF THE STARS. FOR THAT THESE CHANGE AT EVERY MOMENT; THEY DO NOT STAY THE SAME, BUT CIRCLE BACK AGAIN. THESE, THEN, DESCENDING THROUGH THE BODY TO THE TWO PARTS OF THE SOUL, SET IT AWHIRLING, EACH ONE TOWARDS ITS OWN ACTIVITY. BUT THE SOUL’S RATIONAL PART IS SET ABOVE THE LORDSHIP OF THE DAIMONS—DESIGNED TO BE RECEPTACLE OF GOD. 
[bookmark: fr_602][bookmark: fr_603][bookmark: fr_604][bookmark: fr_605][bookmark: fr_606]16. WHO THEN DOTH HAVE A RAY SHINING UPON HIM THROUGH THE SUN WITHIN HIS RATIONAL PART—AND THESE IN ALL ARE FEW ON THEM THE DAIMONS DO NOT ACT; FOR NO ONE OF THE DAIMONS OR OF GODS HAS ANY POWER AGAINST ONE RAY OF GOD. AS FOR THE REST, THEY ARE ALL LED AND DRIVEN, SOUL AND BODY, BY THE DAIMONS—LOVING AND HATING THE ACTIVITIES OF THESE. THE REASON (LOGOS), [THEN,] IS NOT THE LOVE THAT IS DECEIVED AND THAT DECEIVES. THE DAIMONS, THEREFORE, EXERCISE THE WHOLE OF THIS TERRENE ECONOMY, USING OUR BODIES AS [THEIR] INSTRUMENTS. AND THIS ECONOMY HERMES HAS CALLED HEIMARMENĒ. 17. THE WORLD INTELLIGIBLE, THEN, DEPENDS FROM GOD; THE SENSIBLE FROM THE INTELLIGIBLE [WORLD]. THE SUN, THROUGH THE INTELLIGIBLE AND THE SENSIBLE COSMOS, POURS FORTH ABUNDANTLY THE STREAM FROM GOD OF GOOD, THAT IS, THE DEMIURGIC OPERATION. AND ROUND THE SUN ARE THE EIGHT SPHERES, DEPENDENT FROM HIM—THE [SPHERE] OF THE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] NON-WANDERING ONES, THE SIX [SPHERES] OF THE WANDERERS, AND ONE CIRCUMTERRENE. AND FROM THE SPHERES DEPEND THE DAIMONES; AND FROM THESE, MEN. AND THUS, ALL THINGS AND ALL [OF THEM] DEPEND FROM GOD. 
[bookmark: fr_607][bookmark: fr_608][bookmark: fr_609][bookmark: fr_610]18. WHEREFORE GOD IS THE SIRE OF ALL; THE SUN’S [THEIR] DEMIURGE; THE COSMOS IS THE INSTRUMENT OF DEMIURGIC OPERATION. INTELLIGIBLE ESSENCE REGULATETH HEAVEN; AND HEAVEN, THE GODS; THE DAIMONES, RANKED UNDERNEATH THE GODS, REGULATE MEN. THIS IS THE HOST OF GODS AND DAIMONES. THROUGH THESE GOD MAKES ALL THINGS FOR HIS OWN SELF. AND ALL [OF THEM] ARE PARTS OF GOD; AND IF THEY ALL [ARE] PARTS—THEN, GOD IS ALL. THUS, MAKING ALL, HE MAKES HIMSELF; NOR EVER CAN HE CEASE [HIS MAKING], FOR HE HIMSELF IS CEASELESS. JUST, THEN, AS GOD DOTH HAVE NO END AND NO BEGINNING, SO DOTH HIS MAKING, HAVE NO END AND NO BEGINNING.  
CORPUS HERMETICUM (XVII.)
[OF ASCLEPIUS TO THE KING]
[bookmark: fr_623][bookmark: fr_624][bookmark: fr_625][bookmark: fr_626][bookmark: fr_627][bookmark: fr_628](TEXT: R. 354; PAT. AT END OF LAST PIECE.) ASCLEPIUS. IF THOU DOST THINK [OF IT], O KING, EVEN OF BODIES THERE ARE THINGS BODILESS. THE KING. WHAT [ARE THEY]? (ASKED THE KING.) ASC. THE BODIES THAT APPEAR IN MIRRORS—DO THEY NOT SEEM THEN TO HAVE NO BODY? THE KING. IT IS SO, O ASCLEPIUS; THOU THINKEST LIKE A GOD! (THE KING REPLIED.) ASC. THERE ARE THINGS BODILESS AS WELL AS THESE; FOR INSTANCE, FORMS DO NOT THEY SEEM TO THEE TO HAVE NO BODY, BUT TO APPEAR IN BODIES NOT ONLY OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE ENSOULED, BUT ALSO OF THOSE WHICH ARE NOT ENSOULED? THE KING. THOU SAYEST WELL, ASCLEPIUS. ASC. THUS, [THEN,] THERE ARE REFLEXIONS OF THINGS BODILESS ON BODIES, AND OF BODIES TOO UPON THINGS BODILESS—THAT IS TO SAY, [REFLEXIONS] OF THE SENSIBLE ON THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD, AND OF THE [WORLD] INTELLIGIBLE ON THE SENSIBLE. WHEREFORE, PAY WORSHIP TO THE IMAGES, O KING, SINCE THEY TOO HAVE THEIR FORMS AS FROM THE WORLD INTELLIGIBLE. (THEREON HIS MAJESTY AROSE AND SAID:) THE KING. IT IS THE HOUR, O PROPHET, TO SEE ABOUT THE COMFORT OF OUR GUESTS. TO-MORROW, [THEN,] WILL WE RESUME OUR SACRED CONVERSE. 
CORPUS HERMETICUM (XVIII.)
[THE ENCOMIUM OF KINGS] (ABOUT THE SOUL’S BEING HINDERED BY THE PASSION OF THE BODY)
[bookmark: fr_630](TEXT: R. 355-360; PAT. AT END.) 1. [NOW] IN THE CASE OF THOSE PROFESSING THE HARMONIOUS ART OF MUSE-LIKE MELODY—IF, WHEN THE PIECE IS PLAYED, THE DISCORD OF THE INSTRUMENTS DOTH HINDER THEIR INTENT, ITS RENDERING BECOMES RIDICULOUS. FOR WHEN HIS INSTRUMENTS ARE QUITE TOO WEAK FOR WHAT’S REQUIRED OF THEM, THE MUSIC-ARTIST NEEDS MUST BE LAUGHED AT BY THE AUDIENCE. FOR HE, WITH ALL GOOD WILL, GIVES OF HIS ART UNWEARIEDLY; THEY BLAME THE [ARTIST’S] WEAKNESS. HE THEN WHO IS THE NATURAL MUSICIAN-GOD, NOT ONLY IN HIS MAKING OF THE HARMONY OF HIS [CELESTIAL] SONGS, BUT ALSO IN HIS SENDING FORTH THE RHYTHM OF THE MELODY OF HIS OWN SONG[S] RIGHT DOWN UNTO THE SEPARATE INSTRUMENTS, IS, AS GOD, NEVER WEARIED. FOR THAT WITH GOD THERE IS NO GROWING WEARY. 
[bookmark: fr_631][bookmark: fr_632][bookmark: fr_633]2. SO, THEN, IF EVER A MUSICIAN DESIRES TO ENTER INTO THE HIGHEST CONTEST OF HIS ART HE CAN—WHEN NOW THE TRUMPETERS HAVE RENDERED THE SAME PHRASE OF THE [COMPOSER’S] SKILL, AND AFTERWARDS THE FLAUTISTS PLAYED THE SWEET NOTES OF THE MELODY UPON THEIR INSTRUMENTS, AND THEY COMPLETE THE MUSIC OF THE PIECE WITH PIPE AND PLECTRUM—[IF ANY THING GOES WRONG,] ONE DOES NOT LAY THE BLAME UPON THE INSPIRATION OF THE MUSIC-MAKER. NAY, [BY NO MEANS,]—TO HIM ONE RENDERS THE RESPECT THAT IS HIS DUE; ONE BLAMES THE FALSENESS OF THE INSTRUMENT, IN THAT IT HAS BECOME A HINDRANCE TO THOSE WHO ARE MOST EXCELLENT—EMBARRASSING THE MAKER OF THE MUSIC IN [THE EXECUTION OF] HIS MELODY, AND ROBBING THOSE WHO LISTEN OF THE SWEETNESS OF THE SONG.
[bookmark: fr_634][bookmark: fr_635]3. IN LIKE WAY ALSO, IN OUR CASE, LET NO ONE OF OUR AUDIENCE FOR THE WEAKNESS THAT INHERES IN BODY, BLAME IMPIOUSLY OUR RACE. NAY, LET HIM KNOW GOD IS UNWEARIED SPIRIT FOR EVER IN THE SELF-SAME WAY POSSESSED OF HIS OWN SCIENCE, UNCEASING IN HIS JOYOUS GIFTS, THE SELF-SAME BENEFITS BESTOWING EVERYWHERE.
[bookmark: fr_636][bookmark: fr_637][bookmark: fr_638]4. AND IF THE PHEIDIAS—THE DEMIURGE—IS NOT RESPONDED TO, BY LACK OF MATTER TO PERFECT HIS SKILFULNESS, ALTHOUGH FOR HIS OWN PART THE ARTIST HAS DONE ALL HE CAN, LET US NOT LAY THE BLAME ON HIM. BUT LET US, [RATHER,] BLAME THE WEAKNESS OF THE STRING, IN THAT, BECAUSE IT IS TOO SLACK OR IS TOO TIGHT, IT MARS THE RHYTHM OF THE HARMONY. 5. SO WHEN IT IS THAT THE MISCHANCE OCCURS BY REASON OF THE INSTRUMENT, NO ONE DOTH BLAME THE ARTIST. NAY, [MORE;] THE WORSE THE INSTRUMENT DOTH CHANCE TO BE, THE MORE THE ARTIST GAINS IN REPUTATION BY THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH HIS HAND DOTH STRIKE THE PROPER NOTE, AND MORE THE LOVE THE LISTENERS POUR UPON THAT MUSIC-MAKER, WITHOUT THE SLIGHTEST THOUGHT OF BLAMING HIM. SO, WILL WE TOO, MOST NOBLE [SIRS], SET OUR OWN LYRE IN TUNE AGAIN, WITHIN, WITH THE MUSICIAN!
[bookmark: fr_639][bookmark: fr_640][bookmark: fr_641]6. NAY, I HAVE SEEN ONE OF THE ARTIST-FOLK ALTHOUGH HE HAD NO POWER OF PLAYING ON THE LYRE WHEN ONCE HE HAD BEEN TRAINED FOR THE RIGHT NOBLE THEME, MAKE FREQUENT USE OF HIS OWN SELF AS INSTRUMENT, AND TUNE THE SERVICE OF HIS STRING BY MEANS OF MYSTERIES, SO THAT THE LISTENERS WERE AMAZED AT HOW HE TURNED NECESSITUDE INTO MAGNIFICENCE. OF COURSE, YOU KNOW THE STORY OF THE HARPER WHO WON THE FAVOUR OF THE GOD WHO IS THE PRESIDENT OF MUSIC-WORK. [ONE DAY,] WHEN HE WAS PLAYING FOR A PRIZE, AND WHEN THE BREAKING OF A STRING BECAME A HINDRANCE TO HIM IN THE CONTEST, THE FAVOUR OF THE BETTER ONE SUPPLIED HIM WITH ANOTHER STRING, AND PLACED WITHIN HIS GRASP THE BOON OF FAME. A GRASSHOPPER WAS MADE TO SETTLE ON HIS LYRE, THROUGH THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THE BETTER ONE, AND [SO] FILL IN THE MELODY IN SUBSTITUTION OF THE [BROKEN] STRING. AND SO, BY MENDING OF HIS STRING THE HARPER’S GRIEF WAS STAYED, AND FAME OF VICTORY WAS WON.
[bookmark: fr_642]7. AND THIS I FEEL IS MY OWN CASE, MOST NOBLE [SIRS]! FOR BUT JUST NOW I SEEMED TO MAKE CONFESSION OF MY WANT OF STRENGTH, AND PLAY THE WEAKLING FOR A LITTLE WHILE; BUT NOW, BY VIRTUE OF THE STRENGTH OF [THAT] SUPERIOR ONE, AS THOUGH MY SONG ABOUT THE KING HAD BEEN PERFECTED [BY HIM, I SEEM] TO WAKE MY MUSE. FOR, YOU MUST KNOW, THE END OF [THIS] OUR DUTY WILL BE THE GLORIOUS FAME OF KINGS, AND THE GOOD-WILL OF OUR DISCOURSE (LOGOS) [WILL OCCUPY ITSELF] ABOUT THE TRIUMPHS WHICH THEY WIN. COME THEN, LET US MAKE HASTE! FOR THAT THE SINGER WILLETH IT, AND HATH ATTUNED HIS LYRE FOR THIS; NAY MORE, MORE SWEETLY WILL HE PLAY, MORE FITLY WILL HE SING, AS HE HAS FOR HIS SONG THE GREATER SUBJECTS OF HIS THEME.
[bookmark: fr_643][bookmark: fr_644]8. SINCE, THEN, HE HAS THE [STRINGING] OF HIS LYRE TUNED SPECIALLY TO KINGS, AND HAS THE KEY OF LAUDATORY SONGS, AND AS HIS GOAL THE ROYAL PRAISES, LET HIM FIRST RAISE HIMSELF UNTO THE HIGHEST KING—THE GOD OF WHOLES. BEGINNING, [THEN,] HIS SONG FROM THE ABOVE, HE, [THUS,] IN SECOND PLACE, DESCENDS TO THOSE AFTER HIS LIKENESS WHO HOLD THE SCEPTRE’S POWER; SINCE KINGS THEMSELVES, INDEED, PREFER THE [TOPICS] OF THE SONG SHOULD STEP BY STEP DESCEND FROM THE ABOVE, AND WHERE THEY HAVE THEIR [GIFTS OF] VICTORY PRESIDED OVER FOR THEM, THENCE SHOULD THEIR HOPES BE LED IN ORDERLY SUCCESSION.
[bookmark: fr_645]9. LET, THEN, THE SINGER, START WITH GOD, THE GREATEST KING OF WHOLES, WHO IS FOR EVER FREE FROM DEATH, BOTH EVERLASTING AND POSSESSED OF [ALL] THE MIGHT OF EVERLASTINGNESS, THE GLORIOUS VICTOR, THE VERY FIRST, FROM WHOM ALL VICTORIES DESCEND TO THOSE WHO IN SUCCESSION DO SUCCEED TO VICTORY.  
[bookmark: fr_646]10. OUR SERMON (LOGOS) THEN, DOTH HASTEN TO DESCEND TO [KINGLY] PRAISES AND TO THE PRESIDENTS OF COMMON WEAL AND PEACE, THE KINGS—WHOSE LORDSHIP IN MOST ANCIENT TIMES WAS PLACED UPON THE HIGHEST PINNACLE BY GOD SUPREME; FOR WHOM THE PRIZES HAVE ALREADY BEEN PREPARED EVEN BEFORE THEIR PROWESS IN THE WAR; OF WHOM THE TROPHIES HAVE BEEN RAISED EVEN BEFORE THE SHOCK OF CONFLICT. FOR WHOM IT IS APPOINTED NOT ONLY TO BE KINGS BUT ALSO TO BE BEST. AT WHOM, BEFORE THEY EVEN STIR, THE FOREIGN LAND DOTH QUAKE. 
(ABOUT THE BLESSING OF THE BETTER [ONE] AND PRAISING OF THE KING)
[bookmark: fr_647][bookmark: fr_648]11. BUT NOW OUR THEME (LOGOS) DOTH HASTEN ON TO BLEND ITS END WITH ITS BEGINNINGS—WITH BLESSING OF THE BETTER [ONE]; AND THEN TO MAKE A FINAL END OF ITS DISCOURSE (LOGOS) ON THOSE DIVINEST KINGS WHO GIVE US THE [GREAT] PRIZE OF PEACE. FOR JUST AS WE BEGAN [BY TREATING] OF THE BETTER [ONE] AND OF THE POWER ABOVE, SO LET US MAKE THE END BEND ROUND AGAIN UNTO THE SAME—THE BETTER [ONE]. JUST AS THE SUN, THE NURSE OF ALL THE THINGS THAT GROW, ON HIS FIRST RISING, GATHERS UNTO HIMSELF THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THEIR YIELD WITH HIS MOST MIGHTY HANDS, USING HIS RAYS AS THOUGH IT WERE FOR PLUCKING OFF THEIR FRUITS—YEA, [FOR] HIS RAYS ARE [TRULY] HANDS FOR HIM WHO PLUCKETH FIRST THE MOST AMBROSIAL [ESSENCES] OF PLANTS—SO, TOO, SHOULD WE, BEGINNING FROM THE BETTER [ONE], AND [THUS] RECIPIENT OF HIS WISDOM’S STREAM, AND TURNING IT UPON THE GARDEN OF OUR SOULS ABOVE THE HEAVENS, WE SHOULD [DIRECT AND] TRAIN THESE [STREAMS] OF BLESSING BACK AGAIN UNTO THEIR SOURCE, [BLESSING] WHOSE ENTIRE POWER OF GERMINATION [IN US] HE HATH HIMSELF POURED INTO US. 
[bookmark: fr_649]12. ’TIS FIT TEN THOUSAND TONGUES AND VOICES SHOULD BE USED TO SEND HIS BLESSINGS BACK AGAIN UNTO THE ALL-PURE GOD, WHO IS THE FATHER OF OUR SOULS; AND THOUGH WE CANNOT UTTER WHAT IS FIT FOR WE ARE [FAR] UNEQUAL TO THE TASK [YET WILL WE SAY WHAT BEST WE CAN]. FOR BABES JUST BORN HAVE NOT THE STRENGTH TO SING THEIR FATHER’S GLORY AS IT SHOULD BE SUNG; BUT THEY GIVE PROPER THANKS FOR THEM, ACCORDING TO THEIR STRENGTH, AND MEET WITH PARDON FOR THEIR FEEBLENESS. NAY, IT IS RATHER THAT GOD’S GLORY DOTH CONSIST IN THIS [ONE] VERY THING—THAT HE IS GREATER THAN HIS CHILDREN; AND THAT THE PRELUDE AND THE SOURCE, THE MIDDLE AND THE END, OF BLESSINGS, IS TO CONFESS THE FATHER TO BE INFINITELY PUISSANT AND NEVER KNOWING WHAT A LIMIT MEANS.
[bookmark: fr_650][bookmark: fr_651][bookmark: fr_652][bookmark: fr_653][bookmark: fr_654][bookmark: fr_655][bookmark: fr_656]13. SO IS IT, TOO, IN THE KING’S CASE. FOR THAT WE MEN, AS THOUGH WE WERE THE CHILDREN OF THE KING, FEEL IT OUR NATURAL DUTY TO GIVE PRAISE TO HIM. STILL MUST WE ASK FOR PARDON [FOR OUR INSUFFICIENCY], E’EN THOUGH ’TIS GRANTED BY OUR SIRE BEFORE WE [EVEN] ASK. AND AS IT CANNOT BE THE SIRE WILL TURN FROM BABES NEW-BORN BECAUSE THEY ARE SO WEAK, BUT RATHER WILL REJOICE WHEN THEY BEGIN TO RECOGNISE [HIS LOVE] SO ALSO WILL THE GNOSIS OF THE ALL [REJOICE], WHICH DOTH DISTRIBUTE LIFE TO ALL, AND POWER OF GIVING BLESSING BACK TO GOD, WHICH HE HATH GIVEN [US]. 14. FOR GOD, BEING GOOD, AND HAVING IN HIMSELF ETERNALLY THE LIMIT OF HIS OWN ETERNAL FITNESS, AND BEING DEATHLESS, AND CONTAINING IN HIMSELF THAT LOT OF THAT INHERITANCE THAT CANNOT COME UNTO AN END, AND [THUS] FOR EVER EVER-FLOWING FROM OUT THAT ENERGY OF HIS, HE DOTH SEND TIDINGS TO THIS WORLD DOWN HERE [TO URGE US] TO THE RENDERING OF PRAISE THAT BRINGS US HOME AGAIN. WITH HIM, THEREFORE, IS THERE NO DIFFERENCE WITH ONE ANOTHER; THERE IS NO PARTIALITY WITH HIM. BUT THEY ARE ONE IN THOUGHT. ONE IS THE PRESCIENCE OF ALL. THEY HAVE ONE MIND—THEIR FATHER. ONE IS THE SENSE THAT’S ACTIVE THROUGH THEM—THEIR PASSION FOR EACH OTHER. IT IS LOVE HIMSELF WHO WORKETH THE ONE HARMONY OF ALL.
[bookmark: fr_657]15. THUS, THEREFORE, LET US SING THE PRAISE OF GOD. NAY, RATHER, LET US [FIRST] DESCEND TO THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED THEIR SCEPTRES FROM HIM. FOR THAT WE OUGHT TO MAKE BEGINNING WITH OUR KINGS, AND SO BY PRACTISING OURSELVES ON THEM, ACCUSTOM US TO SONGS OF PRAISE, AND TRAIN OURSELVES IN PIOUS SERVICE TO THE BETTER [ONE]. [WE OUGHT] TO MAKE THE VERY FIRST BEGINNINGS OF OUR EXERCISE OF PRAISE BEGIN FROM HIM, AND THROUGH HIM EXERCISE THE PRACTICE [OF OUR PRAISE], THAT SO THERE MAY BE IN US BOTH THE EXERCISING OF OUR PIETY TOWARDS GOD, AND OF OUR PRAISE TO KINGS.
[bookmark: fr_658][bookmark: fr_659]16. FOR THAT WE OUGHT TO MAKE RETURN TO THEM, IN THAT THEY HAVE EXTENDED THE PROSPERITY OF SUCH GREAT PEACE TO US. IT IS THE VIRTUE OF THE KING, NAY, ’TIS HIS NAME ALONE, THAT DOTH ESTABLISH PEACE. HE HAS HIS NAME OF KING BECAUSE HE LEVELLETH THE SUMMITS OF DISSENSION WITH HIS SMOOTH TREAD, AND IS THE LORD OF REASON (LOGOS) THAT [MAKES] FOR PEACE. AND IN AS MUCH, IN SOOTH, AS HE HATH MADE HIMSELF THE NATURAL PROTECTOR OF THE KINGDOM WHICH IS NOT HIS NATIVE LAND, HIS VERY NAME [IS MADE] THE SIGN OF PEACE. FOR THAT, INDEED, YOU KNOW, THE APPELLATION OF THE KING HAS FREQUENTLY AT ONCE RESTRAINED THE FOE. NAY, MORE, THE VERY STATUES OF THE KING ARE PEACEFUL HARBOURS FOR THOSE MOST TEMPEST-TOSSED. THE LIKENESS OF THE KING ALONE HAS TO APPEAR TO WIN THE VICTORY, AND TO ASSURE TO ALL THE CITIZENS FREEDOM FROM HURT AND FEAR.
II: THE PERFECT SERMON
THE PERFECT SERMON OR THE ASCLEPIUS
[bookmark: fr_669]I
[bookmark: fr_670][bookmark: fr_671][bookmark: fr_672][bookmark: fr_673][bookmark: fr_674][bookmark: fr_675][bookmark: fr_676][bookmark: fr_677]1. [I. M.] [TRISMEGISTUS.] GOD, O ASCLEPIUS, HATH BROUGHT THEE UNTO US THAT THOU MAYEST HEAR A GODLY SERMON, A SERMON SUCH AS WELL MAY SEEM OF ALL THE PREVIOUS ONES WE’VE [EITHER] UTTERED, OR WITH WHICH WE’VE BEEN INSPIRED BY THE DIVINE, MORE-GODLY THAN THE PIETY OF [ORDINARY] FAITH. IF THOU WITH EYE OF INTELLECT SHALT SEE THIS WORD THOU SHALT IN THY WHOLE MIND BE FILLED QUITE FULL OF ALL THINGS GOOD. IF THAT, INDEED, THE “MANY” BE THE “GOOD,” AND NOT THE “ONE,” IN WHICH ARE “ALL.” INDEED, THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO IS FOUND IN THEIR AGREEMENT, “ALL” IS OF “ONE” OR “ONE” IS “ALL.” SO CLOSELY BOUND IS EACH TO OTHER, THAT NEITHER CAN BE PARTED FROM ITS MATE. BUT THIS WITH DILIGENT ATTENTION SHALT THOU LEARN FROM OUT THE SERMON THAT SHALL FOLLOW [THIS]. BUT DO THOU, O ASCLEPIUS, GO FORTH A MOMENT AND CALL IN THE ONE WHO IS TO HEAR. (AND WHEN HE HAD COME IN, ASCLEPIUS PROPOSED THAT AMMON TOO SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO COME. THEREON THRICE-GREATEST SAID:) [TRIS.] THERE IS NO CAUSE WHY AMMON SHOULD BE KEPT AWAY FROM US. FOR WE REMEMBER HOW WE HAVE OURSELVES SET DOWN IN WRITING MANY THINGS TO HIS ADDRESS, AS THOUGH UNTO A SON MOST DEAR AND MOST BELOVED, OF PHYSICS MANY THINGS, OF ETHICS [TOO] AS MANY AS COULD BE. IT IS, HOWEVER, WITH THY NAME I WILL INSCRIBE THIS TREATISE. BUT CALL, I PRITHEE, NO ONE ELSE BUT AMMON, LEST A MOST PIOUS SERMON ON A SO GREAT THEME BE SPOILT BY THE ADMISSION OF THE MULTITUDE. FOR IT IS THE MARK OF AN UNPIOUS MIND TO PUBLISH TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE CROWD A TRACTATE BRIMMING OVER WITH THE FULL GREATNESS OF DIVINITY. (WHEN AMMON TOO HAD COME WITHIN THE HOLY PLACE, AND WHEN THE SACRED GROUP OF FOUR WAS NOW COMPLETE WITH PIETY AND WITH GOD’S GOODLY PRESENCE—TO THEM, SUNK IN FIT SILENCE REVERENTLY, THEIR SOULS AND MINDS PENDENT ON HERMES’ LIPS, THUS LOVE DIVINE BEGAN TO SPEAK.) 
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[bookmark: fr_678]1. [TRIS.] THE SOUL OF EVERY MAN, O [MY] ASCLEPIUS, IS DEATHLESS; YET NOT ALL IN LIKE FASHION, BUT SOME IN ONE WAY OR [ONE] TIME, SOME IN ANOTHER. ASC. IS NOT, THEN, O THRICE-GREATEST ONE, EACH SOUL OF ONE [AND THE SAME] QUALITY? TRIS. HOW QUICKLY HAST THOU FALLEN, O ASCLEPIUS, FROM REASON’S TRUE SOBRIETY! DID NOT I SAY THAT “ALL” IS “ONE,” AND “ONE” IS “ALL,” IN AS MUCH AS ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN IN THE CREATOR BEFORE THEY WERE CREATED. NOR IS HE CALLED UNFITLY “ALL,” IN THAT HIS MEMBERS ARE THE “ALL.” THEREFORE, IN ALL THIS ARGUMENT, SEE THAT THOU KEEP IN MIND HIM WHO IS “ONE” - “ALL,” OR WHO HIMSELF IS MAKER OF THE “ALL.” 
[bookmark: fr_679][bookmark: fr_680][bookmark: fr_681][bookmark: fr_682]2. ALL THINGS DESCEND FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH, TO WATER AND TO AIR. ’TIS FIRE ALONE, IN THAT IT IS BORNE UPWARDS, GIVETH LIFE; THAT WHICH [IS CARRIED] DOWNWARDS [IS] SUBSERVIENT TO FIRE. FURTHER, WHATEVER DOTH DESCEND FROM THE ABOVE, BEGETTETH; WHAT FLOWETH UPWARDS, NOURISHETH. IT IS EARTH ALONE, IN THAT IT RESTETH ON ITSELF, THAT IS RECEIVER OF ALL THINGS, AND [ALSO] THE RESTORER OF ALL GENERA THAT IT RECEIVES. THIS WHOLE, THEREFORE, AS THOU REMEMBEREST, IN THAT IT IS OF ALL, IN OTHER WORDS, ALL THINGS, EMBRACED BY NATURE UNDER “SOUL” AND “WORLD,” ARE IN [PERPETUAL] FLUX, SO VARIED BY THE MULTIFORM EQUALITY OF ALL THEIR FORMS, THAT COUNTLESS KINDS OF WELL-DISTINGUISHED QUALITIES MAY BE DISCERNED, YET WITH THIS BOND OF UNION, THAT ALL SHOULD SEEM AS ONE, AND FROM “ONE” “ALL.” 
III
[bookmark: fr_683][bookmark: fr_684][bookmark: fr_685][bookmark: fr_686][bookmark: fr_687]1. THAT, THEN, FROM WHICH THE WHOLE COSMOS IS FORMED, CONSISTETH OF FOUR ELEMENTS—FIRE, WATER, EARTH, AND AIR; COSMOS [ITSELF IS] ONE, [ITS] SOUL [IS] ONE, AND GOD IS ONE. NOW LEND TO ME THE WHOLE OF THEE, ALL THAT THOU CAN’ST IN MIND, ALL THAT THOU SKILL’ST IN PENETRATION. FOR THAT THE REASON OF DIVINITY MAY NOT BE KNOWN EXCEPT BY AN INTENTION OF THE SENSES LIKE TO IT. ’TIS LIKEST TO THE TORRENT’S FLOOD, DOWN-DASHING HEADLONG FROM ABOVE WITH ALL-DEVOURING TIDE; SO THAT IT COMES ABOUT, THAT BY THE SWIFTNESS OF ITS SPEED IT IS TOO QUICK FOR OUR ATTENTION, NOT ONLY FOR THE HEARERS, BUT ALSO FOR THE VERY TEACHERS.  
CARTHAR HOLY TEXTS AND HOLY RITUALS
INTERROGATIO IOHANNIS
(TITLED IN TRANSLATION: THE SECRET SUPPER)
IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], OF THE SON [JESUS], AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN], AMEN. THE QUESTIONS OF JOHN, THE APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST, AT A SECRET SUPPER IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, ABOUT THE GOVERNANCE OF THIS WORLD, ABOUT ITS RULER, AND ABOUT ADAM: I, JOHN, PARTNER IN TRIBULATION SO THAT I MIGHT BE A PARTNER IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD, LEANING ON THE BREAST OF JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD AT THE SUPPER, SAID TO HIM; "LORD, WHO SHALL BETRAY THEE?" AND THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: "HE THAT SHALL HAVE DIPPED HIS HAND IN THE DISH, INTO HIM SHALL SATAN ENTER. HE SHALL BETRAY ME." I SAID, "LORD, BEFORE SATAN FELL, IN WHAT SPLENDOR DID HE ATTEND THE FATHER?" HE SAID: "AMONG THE VIRTUES OF HEAVEN AND AT THE THRONE OF THE FATHER INVISIBLE; HE WAS REGULATOR OF ALL THINGS AND SAT WITH MY FATHER.' HE [SATAN] IT WAS WHO PRESIDED OVER THE VIRTUES OF THE HEAVENS AND THOSE WHO ATTENDED ON THE FATHER. HIS POWER DESCENDED FROM THE HEAVENS EVEN UNTO HELL, AND AROSE EVEN UNTO THE THRONE OF THE FATHER INVISIBLE. HE HAD WARDSHIP OF THOSE SPLENDORS WHICH WERE ABOVE ALL THE HEAVENS. AND HE PONDERED, WISHING TO PLACE HIS THRONE UPON THE CLOUDS AND TO 'BE LIKE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH].'" WHEN HE HAD COME DOWN TO LOWER AIR, HE DESCRIED AN ANGEL SEATED UPON THE AIR, TO WHOM HE SAID, 'OPEN TO ME THE PORTALS OF THE AIR'; THESE THE ANGELS OPENED FOR HIM. AND PASSING DOWN, HE DESCRIED AN ANGEL WHO GUARDED THE WATERS, TO WHOM HE SAID, `OPEN TO ME THE PORTALS OF THE WATERS'; THE ANGEL OPENED THEM TO HIM. AND DESCENDING FURTHER, HE FOUND THE WHOLE EARTH COVERED WITH WATER; WALKING BENEATH THIS, HE CAME UPON TWO FISH, LYING UPON THE WATERS. THESE, INDEED, WERE YOKED TOGETHER, AND THEY BORE UP THE WHOLE EARTH AT THE BIDDING OF THE FATHER INVISIBLE. AND PASSING DOWN FURTHER STILL, HE FOUND GREAT CLOUDS HOLDING THE MASSED WATERS OF THE SEA. AND DESCENDING LOWER, HE FOUND HIS HELL, WHICH IS THE GEHENNA OF FIRE; BUT THEREAFTER HE WAS UNABLE TO GO FURTHER DOWN, BECAUSE OF THE FLAME OF THE FIRE WHICH WAS RAGING. "THEN SATAN RETRACED HIS PATH, FILLING HIMSELF WITH EVIL PLOTS. HE ASCENDED TO THE ANGEL WHO WAS OVER THE AIR AND TO THE ANGEL WHO WAS OVER THE WATERS, AND UNTO THEM SAID: 'ALL THINGS ARE MINE. IF YOU HEARKEN TO ME, I WILL PLACE MY THRONE OVER THE CLOUDS AND I WILL BE LIKE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]." I WILL BEAR THE WATERS UP ABOVE THIS FIRMAMENT AND I WILL GATHER THE OTHER WATERS INTO WIDE SEAS." AFTER THAT THERE SHALL NOT BE WATER UPON THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH, AND I SHALL REIGN WITH YOU FOREVER AND EVER.' THUS, HE SPOKE TO THE ANGELS. HE ASCENDED TO THE VERY HEAVENS, EVEN UNTO THE THIRD HEAVEN, SUBVERTING THE ANGELS OF THE FATHER INVISIBLE, AND SAYING TO EACH OF THEM, 'HOW MUCH DOST THOU OWE THY LORD?' THE FIRST ANSWERED, 'A HUNDRED BARRELS OF OIL.' HE SAID TO HIM, 'TAKE THE BILL AND SIT DOWN AND WRITE FIFTY.' AND HE SAID TO ANOTHER, NOW YOU, HOW MUCH DOST THOU OWE THY LORD?' WHO SAID, 'A HUNDRED QUARTERS OF WHEAT.' TO HIM HE SAID, 'TAKE THY BILL AND SIT DOWN QUICKLY AND WRITE EIGHTY.' TO THE OTHER HEAVENS HE ASCENDED WITH LIKE SPEECH; HE ASCENDED EVEN UNTO THE FIFTH HEAVEN, SEDUCING THE ANGELS OF THE FATHER INVISIBLE. "AND A VOICE CAME FROM THE THRONE OF THE FATHER, SAYING: 'WHAT DOST THOU, O THOU DEVOID OF HOPE, SUBVERTING THE ANGELS OF THE FATHER? CONTRIVER OF SIN, DO QUICKLY WHAT THOU HAST PLANNED.' THEN THE FATHER BADE HIS ANGELS, 'TAKE FROM ALL THE ANGELS WHO HEARKENED TO HIM THE GARMENTS, THE THRONES, AND THE CROWNS'" AND THESE ANGELS TOOK THE VESTMENTS, THE THRONES, AND THE CROWNS FROM ALL THE ANGELS WHO HEARKENED TO HIM." AND ONCE AGAIN I, JOHN, QUESTIONED THE LORD, SAYING, "WHEN SATAN FELL, IN WHAT PLACE DID HE DWELL?" IN ANSWER HE SAID TO ME: "BECAUSE OF HIS SELF-EXALTATION, MY FATHER DECREED HIS TRANSFORMATION," WITHDRAWING FROM HIM THE LIGHT OF HIS GLORY. THE FACE OF SATAN WAS LIKE AN IRON GLOWING FROM THE FIRE, AND THE WHOLE ASPECT OF HIS COUNTENANCE WAS LIKE THAT OF A MAN...AND HE HAD SEVEN TAILS WITH WHICH HE DREW AWAY THE THIRD PART OF THE ANGELS OF GOD." HE WAS CAST OUT FROM BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD AND FROM THE STEWARDSHIP OF HEAVEN. FALLING DOWN FROM HEAVEN, SATAN COULD FIND NO PEACE IN THIS FIRMAMENT, NOR COULD THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM. AND HE BESOUGHT THE FATHER, SAYING: 'I HAVE SINNED. HAVE PATIENCE WITH ME, AND I WILL PAY THEE ALL.' THE LORD WAS MOVED WITH PITY FOR HIM AND GAVE HIM PEACE TO DO WHAT HE WOULD UNTIL THE SEVENTH DAY." "THEN SATAN TOOK HIS SEAT ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT AND GAVE COMMAND TO THE ANGEL WHO WAS OVER THE AIR AND THE ANGEL WHO WAS OVER THE WATERS, SO THAT THEY RAISED TWO THIRDS OF THE WATERS HIGH INTO THE AIR. OF THE REMAINING THIRD THEY FORMED WIDE SEAS. THE DIVISION OF THE WATERS WAS BY COMMAND OF THE FATHER INVISIBLE. AGAIN, SATAN BADE THE ANGEL WHO WAS OVER THE WATERS, 'TAKE A STAND UPON THE TWO FISH.' AND THE ANGEL RAISED THE EARTH UPWARD WITH HIS HEAD, AND DRY LAND APPEARED AND WAS...WHEN HE TOOK A CROWN FROM THE ANGEL WHO WAS OVER THE AIR, FROM HALF OF IT HE MADE HIMSELF A THRONE; AND WHEN HE TOOK A CROWN FROM THE ANGEL WHO WAS OVER THE WATERS, FROM HALF HE MADE THE LIGHT OF THE MOON AND FROM HALF THE LIGHT OF DAY. FROM PRECIOUS STONES HE MADE FIRE, AND FROM FIRE HE MADE ALL THE HOST OF HEAVEN AND THE STARS, AND FROM THEM HE MADE ANGELS, HIS MINISTERING SPIRITS, ACCORDING TO THE PLAN OF THE GOVERNOR MOST HIGH. HE ALSO MADE THUNDER, RAIN, HAIL, AND SNOW, AND OVER THESE HE SET HIS MINISTERING ANGELS. "HE COMMANDED THE EARTH TO BRING FORTH ALL LIVING THINGS —ANIMALS, TREES, AND HERBS. THE SEA HE COMMANDED TO BRING FORTH FISH; AND THE AIR, BIRDS OF THE HEAVENS. AND HE PONDERED ON MAKING MAN TO SERVE HIM; HE TOOK CLAY OF THE EARTH AND MADE MAN LIKE UNTO HIMSELF. AND HE THEN BADE AN ANGEL OF THE SECOND HEAVEN TO ENTER THE BODY OF CLAY. OF THIS BODY HE TOOK A PART AND MADE ANOTHER BODY IN THE FORM OF A WOMAN" AND BADE AN ANGEL OF THE FIRST HEAVEN TO ENTER INTO IT. AND THE ANGELS GRIEVED DEEPLY THAT THEY THUS HAD A MORTAL FORM IMPOSED UPON THEM AND THAT THEY NOW EXISTED IN DIFFERENT FORMS. AND SATAN BADE THEM TO PERFORM THE WORKS OF THE FLESH IN THEIR BODIES OF CLAY, BUT THEY DID NOT KNOW HOW TO COMMIT SIN. THE ORIGINATOR OF SIN ACCOMPLISHED HIS PURPOSE BY HIS SEDUCTION, IN THIS WAY: HE PLANTED A PARADISE AND SET MEN THEREIN AND BADE THEM NOT TO EAT OF ITS FRUITS. THE DEVIL ENTERED PARADISE AND PLANTED A BED OF REEDS IN THE MIDST OF PARADISE; OF HIS SPITTLE HE MADE A SERPENT AND BADE HIM REMAIN IN THE REEDS. THUS, THE DEVIL CONCEALED THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS DECEIT SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT PERCEIVE HIS TREACHERY. HE WENT IN TO THEM SAYING, 'EAT OF ALL THE FRUIT IN PARADISE, BUT OF THE FRUIT OF GOOD AND EVI1 EAT NOT.' THEREAFTER THE WICKED DEVIL, ENTERING INTO THE EVIL SERPENT, DECEIVED THE ANGEL WHO WAS IN THE FORM OF A WOMAN AND POURED OUT UPON HER HEAD A LONGING FOR SIN," AND EVE'S DESIRE WAS LIKE A GLOWING OVEN. FORTHWITH, THE DEVIL IN THE FORM OF THE SERPENT CAME OUT OF THE REEDS AND SATED HIS LUST ON HER WITH THE SERPENT'S TAIL. THAT IS WHY [THE OFFSPRING] ARE CALLED NOT SONS OF GOD BUT SONS OF THE DEVIL AND SONS OF THE SERPENT, FULFILLING THE DIABOLIC DESIRES OF THEIR FATHER EVEN UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD. AFTER THIS, THE DEVIL POURED OUT HIS LONGING UPON THE HEAD OF THE ANGEL WHO WAS IN ADAM; AND [BOTH ANGELS] WERE AFFECTED BY A LUST FOR DEBAUCHERY, TOGETHER BEGETTING CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL AND OF THE SERPENT, UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE WORLD." [4] AFTER THAT I, JOHN, QUESTIONED THE LORD, SAYING, "WHY DO MEN SAY THAT ADAM AND EVE WERE MADE BY GOD AND PLACED IN PARADISE TO KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND THAT FOR TRANSGRESSION OF THE FATHER'S COMMANDMENT THEY WERE DELIVERED UP UNTO DEATH?" THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: "HEAR, JOHN, MOST BELOVED. MEN ARE FOOLISH WHO SPEAK THUS, FOR MY FATHER DID NOT, IN TRANSGRESSION (IN PRAEVARICATIONE) OF HIS OWN LAW, SHAPE BODIES OF CLAY, BUT BY THE HOLY SPIRIT MADE [ONLY] ALL THE VIRTUES OF HEAVEN. THESE, HOWEVER, FOR THEIR SINS AND BY THEIR FALL ARE FOUND POSSESSING BODIES OF CLAY AND ARE DELIVERED UP TO DEATH." [5] AND STILL I, JOHN, QUESTIONED THE LORD, SAYING, "LORD, HOW DID MAN HAVE SPIRITUAL ORIGIN IN A CARNAL BODY?" AND THE LORD SAID TO ME: "BY THEIR FALL SPIRITS OF HEAVEN ENTERED THE FEMALE BODY OF CLAY AND TOOK ON FLESH FROM THE LUSTS OF THE FLESH AND TOOK ON [SPIRIT AT THE SAME TIME] ...SPIRIT IS BORN OF SPIRIT AND FLESH OF FLESH; AND THUS, THE REIGN OF SATAN CEASES NOT IN THIS WORLD [LUCIFER/VICTORIA DOES NOT CEASE IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE, BUT LUCIFER/VICTORIA DOES CEASE IN THE NEW UNIVERSE]." [6] AND I QUESTIONED THE LORD, SAYING, "FOR HOW LONG WILL SATAN HAVE DOMINION IN THIS WORLD OVER THE ESSENCES OF MEN?" AND THE LORD REPLIED, "MY FATHER WILL PERMIT HIM TO REIGN SEVEN DAYS, THAT IS, SEVEN AGES." [7] AGAIN I, JOHN, QUESTIONED THE LORD IN THIS WISE, "WHAT WILL BE THE NATURE OF THIS PERIOD [OF SEVEN AGES]?" AND HE SAID TO ME: "FROM THE TIME WHEN THE DEVIL FELL FROM THE GLORY OF THE FATHER AND DESIRED HIS OWN GLORY, HE TOOK HIS SEAT AMONG THE CLOUDS AND SENT FORTH HIS MINISTERS, A SEARING FIRE, AND...IN THE LAND FROM ADAM TO ENOCH. AND HE SENT HIS MINISTER TO ENOCH AND TRANSLATED HIM ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT AND DISPLAYED TO HIM HIS DIVINE NATURE. HE THEN COMMANDED THAT HE BE GIVEN QUILL AND INK. SEATING HIMSELF, ENOCH WROTE SEVENTY-SIX" BOOKS; THESE THE DEVIL BADE HIM TO TAKE TO EARTH. ENOCH TOOK THE BOOKS AND TURNED THEM OVER TO HIS SONS, AND HE TAUGHT THEM HOW TO OBSERVE THE FORM AND PLACE OF SACRIFICIAL RITES. THIS THEY DID IN SUCH WISE AS TO 'SHUT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AGAINST MEN.' ° AND HE [THE DEVIL] SAID TO THEM, 'SEE YOU THAT I AM GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BESIDE ME.' WHEREFORE MY FATHER SENT ME TO THIS WORLD TO MAKE MANIFEST HIS NAME TO MEN, THAT THEY MIGHT RECOGNIZE THE DEVIL AND HIS WICKEDNESS. BUT WHEN SATAN LEARNED THAT I HAD COME DOWN TO THIS WORLD, HE. SENT HIS ANGEL TO TAKE THREE PIECES OF WOOD THESE HE GAVE TO THE PROPHET MOSES FOR MY CRUCIFIXION. THIS WOOD THEY HAVE KEPT FOR ME UNTIL THE PRESENT. AND HE REVEALED TO MOSES HIS DIVINITY AND BADE HIM GIVE LAWS TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AND LEAD THEM, ON DRY GROUND THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE SEA. "WHEN MY FATHER THOUGHT TO SEND ME TO THIS EARTH, HE SENT BEFORE ME HIS ANGEL, SHE WHO IS CALLED MARY, MY MOTHER, THAT SHE MIGHT RECEIVE ME THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT. AND WHEN I DESCENDED, I ENTERED AND CAME FORTH THROUGH HER EAR. NOW SATAN, THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD, KNEW THAT I WAS COME TO SEEK AND 'TO SAVE THAT WHICH WAS LOST'; AND HE SENT HIS ANGEL, THE PROPHET ELIJAH, WHO BAPTIZED IN WATER AND WAS CALLED JOHN THE BAPTIST." NOW, ELIJAH ASKED THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD HOW HE MIGHT RECOGNIZE ME. AND THE DEVIL SAID TO HIM, 'UPON WHOM THOU SHALT SEE THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDING AS A DOVE, AND REMAINING UPON HIM, HE IT IS THAT BAPTIZETH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WITH FIRE.' JOHN ASKED THIS BECAUSE HE DID NOT KNOW ME, BUT THE ONE WHO SENT HIM TO BAPTIZE IN WATER, HE REVEALED ME. JOHN HIMSELF GAVE TESTIMONY: 'I BAPTIZE IN WATER UNTO PENANCE, BUT HE BAPTIZES YOU WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT UNTO THE REMISSION OF SINS. HE IT IS WHO IS ABLE TO DESTROY AND TO SAVE.'" [8] AND AGAIN I, JOHN, QUESTIONED THE LORD, "CAN MAN BE SAVED THROUGH THE BAPTISM [OF JOHN?" HE REPLIED:] "WITHOUT MY BAPTISM, WITH WHICH I BAPTIZE UNTO THE REMISSION OF SINS, I AFFIRM THAT NO ONE CAN RECEIVE SALVATION IN GOD. FOR I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE THAT CAME DOWN FROM THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, WHEREFORE WHOSO EATS MY FLESH AND DRINKS MY BLOOD, THESE SHALL BE CALLED THE CHILDREN OF GOD." [9] I INQUIRED OF THE LORD, "WHAT IS THE MEANING OF YOUR 'FLESH' AND YOUR 'BLOOD'?" TO ME THE LORD ANSWERED: "BEFORE THE DEVIL HAD FALLEN WITH ALL THE ANGELIC HOST OF THE FATHER, THE ANGELS IN THEIR PRAYERS GLORIFIED MY FATHER BY REPEATING THIS PRAYER, 'OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN.' THIS CHANT ASCENDED TO THE THRONE OF THE FATHER; BUT THE ANGELS FROM THE TIME OF THEIR FALL COULD NO LONGER GLORIFY GOD IN THIS PRAYER." [10] AND AGAIN I ASKED THE LORD, "HOW IS IT THAT THE WHOLE WORLD RECEIVED THE BAPTISM OF JOHN, BUT THINE IS NOT ACCEPTED BY ALL?" THE LORD REPLIED TO ME: "THAT IS BECAUSE THEIR WORKS ARE EVIL AND THEY COME NOT TO THE LIGHT. THE FOLLOWERS OF JOHN MARRY AND ARE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE, WHEREAS MY DISCIPLES MARRY NOT AT ALL BUT REMAIN AS THE ANGELS OF GOD IN THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM." [11] THEN I SAID TO HIM, "IF IT IS A SIN TO HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF WOMEN, IS IT THEN UNWISE TO MARRY?" AND THE LORD REPLIED: "ALL MEN TAKE NOT THIS WORD, BUT THEY TO WHOM IT IS GIVEN. FOR THERE ARE EUNUCHS WHO WERE BORN SO FROM THEIR MOTHER'S WOMB; AND THERE ARE EUNUCHS WHO WERE MADE SO BY MEN; AND THERE ARE EUNUCHS WHO HAVE MADE THEMSELVES EUNUCHS FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." [12] AFTERWARD, I QUESTIONED THE LORD ABOUT THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, "WHAT SHALL BE THE SIGN OF THY COMING?" IN REPLY HE SAID: "WHEN THE NUMBER OF THE JUST SHALL EQUAL THE NUMBER OF THOSE CROWNED [ANGELS] WHO FELL. THEN SHALL SATAN, RAGING MIGHTILY, BE 'LOOSED OUT OF HIS PRISON.' HE SHALL WAR UPON. THE JUST, WHO SHALL CRY OUT TO THE LORD THEIR GOD; FORTHWITH THE LORD GOD SHALL COMMAND THE ARCHANGEL TO SOUND HIS TRUMPET, AND THE VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL SHALL GO FORTH FROM THE HEAVENS AND BE HEARD EVEN UNTO THE NETHER REGIONS. THEN 'THE SUN SHALL BE DARKENED AND THE MOON SHALL NOT GIVE HER LIGHT, AND THE STARS SHALL FALL FROM' HEAVEN.' AND THERE SHALL BE LOOSED FROM THEIR FOUNDATIONS THE FOUR GREAT WINDS; THE EARTH, THE SEA, THE MOUNTAINS, AND THE HILLS SHALL TREMBLE TOGETHER. THEN SHALL BE REVEALED THE SIGN OF THE SON, AND ALL TRIBES OF EARTH SHALL MOURN. IMMEDIATELY THE HEAVEN SHALL TREMBLE AND BE DARKENED, THE SUN SHALL SHINE UNTIL THE NINTH HOUR. THEN SHALL THE SON OF MAN BE SHOWN FORTH IN HIS GLORY, AND ALL THE SAINTS AND ANGELS WITH HIM; THEY SHALL PLACE THEIR SEATS ABOVE THE CLOUDS. AND HE SHALL SIT UPON THE SEAT OF HIS GLORY, WITH THE TWELVE APOSTLES UPON THEIR TWELVE SEATS OF GLORY. THE BOOKS SHALL BE OPENED, AND ALL THE PEOPLES OF THE EARTH SHALL BE JUDGED." 'THEN SHALL THE FAITH BE PROCLAIMED. THEN SHALL THE SON OF MAN SEND FORTH HIS ANGELS. THEY SHALL GATHER HIS ELECT FROM THE HEIGHTS EVEN TO THE UTTERMOST LIMITS OF THE HEAVENS AND SHALL BRING THEM, GATHERED INTO THEIR FOLD, TO ME ABOVE THE CLOUDS, INTO THE AIR." THEN SHALL THE SON OF GOD SEND FORTH THE EVIL DEMONS AND EXPEL THEM IN HIS WRATH, TOGETHER WITH ALL PEOPLES (LINGUAS) WHO BELIEVED IN HIM [SATAN] ...WHO SAID, 'LET US EAT, DRINK, AND LAY HOLD ON THE THINGS OF THIS WORLD'; AND LET US SEE WHAT MANNER OF AID THEY SHALL HAVE FROM THOSE THINGS. FORTHWITH ALL PEOPLES SHALL STAND IN FEAR BEFORE THE JUDGMENT [THRONE]. THE TWO BOOKS SHALL BE OPENED AND THEY SHALL LAY BARE ALL PEOPLES WITH THEIR TEACHING; THEY SHALL GLORIFY THE JUST FOR THEIR SUFFERINGS JOINED WITH GOOD WORKS. GLORY AND BOUNDLESS HONOR SHALL BE THE REWARD OF THOSE WHO HAVE CHERISHED THE ANGELIC LIFE; WHILE THE PORTION OF THE SERVANTS OF INIQUITY SHALL BE WRATH, FURY, DISTRESS, AND DISPLEASURE. AND THE SON OF MAN SHALL SEPARATE HIS JUST FROM THE COMPANY OF SINNERS AND SHALL SAY TO THEM, 'COME, YE BLESSED OF MY FATHER, POSSESS YOU THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD'; WHILE TO THE SINFUL HE SHALL SAY, 'DEPART FROM ME, YOU CURSED, INTO EVERLASTING FIRE, WHICH WAS PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS.' OTHERS SHALL WITNESS THE FINAL DIVISION AND 'THE WICKED SHALL BE TURNED INTO HELL.' BY THE INDULGENCE OF MY FATHER THE UNBELIEVING SPIRITS SHALL AT LENGTH WITHDRAW FROM PRISON; 'THEY SHALL HEAR MY VOICE, AND THERE SHALL BE ONE-FOLD AND ONE SHEPHERD.' "THEN, BY PERMISSION OF MY FATHER, GLOOMY DARKNESS SHALL SPREAD OVER THE LOWER REGIONS OF THE EARTH AND A HELL OF FIRE SHALL BURN ALL THE LAND FROM ITS LOWEST DEPTHS EVEN UNTO THE AIR OF THE FIRMAMENT." AND THE LORD SHALL BE [SUPREME] IN THE FIRMAMENT EVEN UNTO THE NETHER REGIONS OF THE EARTH. SHOULD A MAN OF THIRTY YEARS PICK UP A STONE AND LET IT DROP, IT WOULD SCARCELY STRIKE THE BOTTOM WITHIN THE SPACE OF THREE YEARS, SO GREAT IS THE DEPTH OF THE POOL OF FIRE WHEREIN DWELL THE SINNERS. THEN SATAN SHALL BE BOUND AND ALL HIS HOST, AND HE SHALL BE CAST INTO THE POOL OF FIRE. THE SON OF GOD, WITH HIS ELECT, SHALL WALK ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT; AND HE SHALL SHUT UP THE DEVIL, BINDING HIM WITH UNBREAKABLE BONDS, WITH SINNERS WEEPING, WAILING, AND CRYING OUT 'SWALLOW US UP, LAND, HIDE US WITHIN THYSELF.' THEN SHALL THE JUST SHINE AS THE SUN IN THE KINGDOM OF THEIR FATHER. AND JESUS SHALL LEAD THEM BEFORE THE THRONE OF THE FATHER INVISIBLE AND SHALL SAY TO THE FATHER, 'BEHOLD, I AND MY CHILDREN, WHOM GOD HATH GIVEN ME. JUST FATHER, THE WORLD HATH NOT KNOWN THEE, BUT I HAVE KNOWN THEE IN TRUTH BECAUSE THOU HAST SENT ME.' AND THEN THE FATHER WILL REPLY TO HIS SON, SAYING, 'MY BELOVED SON, SIT ON MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE THY ENEMIES THY FOOTSTOOL -- THY ENEMIES, WHO HAVE DENIED ME AND SAID, "WE ARE GODS, AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BESIDE US"; WHO KILLED YOUR PROPHETS AND PERSECUTED YOUR JUST. YOU SHALL PERSECUTE THEM IN THE EXTERIOR DARKNESS; THERE SHALL BE WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH.' "AND THEN THE SON OF GOD SHALL SIT ON THE RIGHT HAND OF HIS FATHER, AND THE FATHER SHALL COMMAND HIS ANGELS THAT THEY MINISTER UNTO THEM [THE JUST]; AND HE SHALL PLACE THEM IN THE CHOIR OF ANGELS AND CLOTHE THEM IN IMPERISHABLE RAIMENT; AND HE SHALL GIVE THEM CROWNS NEVER FADING AND SEATS UNMOVING. AND GOD SHALL BE IN THEIR MIDST. 'THEY SHALL NO MORE HUNGER NOR THIRST; NEITHER SHALL THE SUN FALL ON THEM, NOR ANY HEAT. AND GOD SHALL WIPE AWAY ALL TEARS FROM THEIR EYES.' AND [THE SON] SHALL REIGN WITH HIS HOLY FATHER, AND HIS REIGN SHALL ENDURE FOREVERMORE." 
INTERROGATIO IOHANNIS
(TITLED IN TRANSLATION: THE BOOK OF JOHN THE EVANGELIST)
[INTERROGATIO IOHANNIS APOSTOLI ET EVANGELISTAE IN CENA SECRETA REGNI COELORUM DE ORDINATIONE MUNDI ISTIUS ET DE PRINCIPE ET DE ADAM.] I, JOHN, YOUR BROTHER AND PARTAKER IN TRIBULATION, AND THAT SHALL BE ALSO A PARTAKER IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, WHEN I LAY UPON BREAST OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST AND SAID UNTO HIM: LORD, WHO IS HE THAT SHALL BETRAY THEE [AND] HE ANSWERED AND SAID: HE THAT DIPPETH HIS HAND WITH ME IN THE DISH: THEN SATAN ENTERED UNTO HIM AND HE SOUGHT HOW HE MIGHT BETRAY ME. AND I SAID: LORD, BEFORE SATAN FELL, IN WHAT GLORY ABODE HE WITH THY FATHER. AND HE SAID UNTO ME: IN SUCH GLORY WAS HE THAT HE COMMANDED THE POWERS OF THE HEAVENS: BUT I SAT WITH MY FATHER, AND HE DID ORDER ALL THE FOLLOWERS OF THE FATHER, AND WENT DOWN FROM HEAVEN UNTO THE DEEP AND ASCENDED UP OUT OF THE DEEP UNTO THE THRONE OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER. AND HE SAW THE GLORY OF HIM THAT MOVETH THE HEAVENS, AND HE THOUGHT TO SET HIS SEAT ABOVE THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN AND DESIRED TO BE LIKE UNTO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. AND WHEN HE HAD DESCENDED INTO THE AIR, HE SAID UNTO THE ANGEL OF THE AIR: OPEN UNTO ME THE GATES OF THE AIR. AND HE OPENED THEM UNTO HIM. AND HE SOUGHT TO GO FURTHER DOWNWARD AND FOUND THE ANGEL WHICH HELD THE WATERS, AND SAID UNTO HIM: OPEN UNTO ME THE GATES OF THE WATERS. AND HE OPENED TO HIM. AND HE PASSED THROUGH AND FOUND ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH COVERED WITH WATERS. AND HE PASSED THROUGH BENEATH THE EARTH AND FOUND TWO FISHES LYING UPON THE WATERS, AND THEY WERE AS OXEN YOKED FOR PLOUGHING, HOLDING THE WHOLE EARTH BY THE COMMANDMENT OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER, FROM THE WEST EVEN UNTO THE SUNRISING. AND WHEN HE HAD GONE DOWN, HE FOUND CLOUDS HANGING WHICH HELD THE WATERS OF THE SEA. AND HE WENT DOWN YET FURTHER AND FOUND HELL, THAT IS THE GEHENNA OF FIRE AND THEREAFTER HE COULD GO DOWN NO FURTHER BECAUSE OF THE FLAME OF THE BURNING FIRE. AND SATAN RETURNED BACK AND FILLED UP (PASSED OVER AGAIN) THE PATHS AND ENTERED IN UNTO THE ANGEL OF THE AIR AND TO HIM THAT WAS OVER THE WATERS, AND SAID UNTO THEM: ALL THESE THINGS ARE MINE: IF YE WILL HEARKEN UNTO ME, I WILL SET MY SEAT IN THE CLOUDS AND BE LIKE THE MOST HIGH, AND I WILL TAKE THE WATERS FROM THIS UPPER FIRMAMENT AND GATHER TOGETHER THE OTHER PARTS (PLACES) OF THE SEA, AND THEREAFTER THERE SHALL BE NO WATER UPON THE FACE OF ALL THE EARTH, AND I WILL REIGN WITH YOU WORLD WITHOUT END. AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THUS UNTO THE ANGELS, HE WENT UP UNTO THE OTHER ANGELS, EVEN UNTO THE FIFTH HEAVEN, AND THUS SPAKE HE UNTO EACH OF THEM: HOW MUCH OWEST THOU UNTO THY LORD HE SAID: A HUNDRED MEASURES (CORS) OF WHEAT. AND HE SAID UNTO HIM: TAKE PEN AND INK AND WRITE SIXTY. AND UNTO OTHERS HE SAID: AND THOU, HOW MUCH OWEST THOU UNTO THY LORD AND HE ANSWERED: A HUNDRED JARS OF OIL. AND HE SAID: SIT DOWN AND WRITE FIFTY. AND AS HE WENT UP THROUGH ALL THE HEAVENS HE SAID THUS, EVEN UNTO THE FIFTH HEAVEN, SEDUCING THE ANGELS OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER. AND THERE CAME FORTH A VOICE OUT OF THE THRONE OF THE FATHER, SAYING: WHAT DOEST THOU, O DENIER OF THE FATHER, SEDUCING THE ANGELS, DOER OF INIQUITY, THAT THOU HAST DEVISED DO QUICKLY. THEN THE FATHER COMMANDED HIS ANGELS, SAYING: TAKE AWAY THEIR GARMENTS. AND THE ANGELS TOOK AWAY THEIR GARMENTS AND THEIR THRONES AND THEIR CROWNS FROM ALL THE ANGELS THAT HEARKENED UNTO HIM. AND I ASKED OF THE LORD: WHEN SATAN FELL, IN WHAT PLACE DWELT HE? AND HE ANSWERED ME: MY FATHER CHANGED HIS APPEARANCE BECAUSE OF HIS PRIDE, AND THE LIGHT WAS TAKEN FROM HIM, AND HIS FACE BECAME LIKE UNTO HEATED IRON, AND HIS FACE BECAME WHOLLY LIKE THAT OF A MAN: AND HE DREW WITH HIS TAIL THE THIRD PART OF THE ANGELS OF GOD, AND WAS CAST OUT FROM THE SEAT OF GOD AND FROM THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE HEAVENS. AND SATAN CAME DOWN INTO THIS FIRMAMENT, AND HE COULD FIND (MAKE) NO REST FOR HIMSELF NOR FOR THEM THAT WERE WITH HIM. AND HE ASKED THE FATHER SAYING: HAVE PATIENCE WITH ME AND I WILL PAY THEE ALL. AND THE FATHER HAD MERCY ON HIM AND GAVE HIM REST AND THEM THAT WERE WITH HIM, AS MUCH AS THEY WOULD EVEN UNTO SEVEN DAYS. AND SO SAT HE IN THE FIRMAMENT AND COMMANDED THE ANGEL THAT WAS OVER THE AIR AND HIM THAT WAS OVER THE WATERS, AND THEY RAISED THE EARTH UP AND IT APPEARED DRY: AND HE TOOK THE CROWN OF THE ANGEL THAT WAS OVER THE WATERS, AND OF THE HALF THEREOF HE MADE THE LIGHT OF THE MOON AND OF THE HALF THE LIGHT OF THE STARS: AND OF THE PRECIOUS STONES HE MADE ALL THE HOSTS OF THE STARS. AND THEREAFTER HE MADE THE ANGELS HIS MINISTERS ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF THE FORM OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND BY THE COMMANDMENT OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER HE MADE THUNDER, RAIN, HAIL, AND SNOW. AND HE SENT FORTH ANGELS TO BE MINISTERS OVER THEM. AND HE COMMANDED THE EARTH TO BRING FORTH EVERY BEAST FOR FOOD (FATLING), AND EVERY CREEPING THING, AND TREES AND HERBS: AND HE COMMANDED THE SEA TO BRING FORTH FISHES, AND THE FOWLS OF THE HEAVEN. AND HE DEVISED FURTHERMORE AND MADE MAN IN HIS LIKENESS, AND COMMANDED THE (OR AN) ANGEL OF THE THIRD HEAVEN TO ENTER INTO THE BODY OF CLAY. AND HE TOOK THEREOF AND MADE ANOTHER BODY IN THE FORM OF A WOMAN, AND COMMANDED THE (OR AN) ANGEL OF THE SECOND HEAVEN TO ENTER INTO THE BODY OF THE WOMAN. BUT THE ANGEL LAMENTED WHEN THEY BEHELD A MORTAL SHAPE UPON THEM AND THAT THEY WERE UNLIKE IN SHAPE. AND HE COMMANDED THEM TO DO THE DEED OF THE FLESH IN THE BODIES OF CLAY, AND THEY KNEW NOT HOW TO COMMIT SIN. THEN DID THE CONTRIVER OF EVIL DEVISE IN HIS MIND TO MAKE PARADISE, AND HE BROUGHT THE MAN AND WOMAN INTO IT. AND HE COMMANDED TO BRING A REED, AND THE DEVIL PLANTED IT IN THE MIDST OF PARADISE, AND SO DID THE WICKED DEVIL HIDE HIS DEVICE THAT THEY KNEW NOT HIS DECEIT. AND HE CAME IN AND SPAKE UNTO THEM, SAYING: OF EVERY FRUIT WHICH IS IN PARADISE EAT YE, BUT OF THE FRUIT OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL EAT NOT. NOTWITHSTANDING, THE DEVIL ENTERED INTO A WICKED SERPENT AND SEDUCED THE ANGEL THAT WAS IN THE FORM OF THE WOMAN, AND HE WROUGHT HIS LUST WITH EVE IN THE SONG OF THE SERPENT. AND THEREFORE ARE THEY CALLED SONS OF THE DEVIL AND SONS OF THE SERPENT THAT DO THE LUST OF THE DEVIL THEIR FATHER, EVEN UNTO THE END OF THIS WORLD, AND AGAIN, THE DEVIL POURED OUT UPON THE ANGEL THAT WAS IN ADAM THE POISON OF HIS LUST, AND IT BEGETTETH THE SONS OF THE SERPENT AND THE SONS OF THE DEVIL EVEN UNTO THE END OF THIS WORLD, AND AFTER THAT I, JOHN, ASKED OF THE LORD, SAYING: HOW SAY MEN THAT ADAM AND EVE WERE CREATED BY GOD AND SET IN PARADISE TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE FATHER, AND WERE DELIVERED UNTO DEATH AND THE LORD SAID TO ME: HEARKEN, JOHN, BELOVED OF MY FATHER; FOOLISH MEN SAY THUS IN THEIR DECEITFULNESS THAT MY FATHER MADE BODIES OF CLAY: BUT BY THE HOLY GHOST MADE HE ALL THE POWERS OF THE HEAVENS, AND HOLY ONES WERE FOUND HAVING BODIES OF CLAY BECAUSE OF THEIR TRANSGRESSION, AND THEREFORE WERE DELIVERED UNTO DEATH. AND AGAIN I, JOHN, ASKED THE LORD: HOW BEGINNETH A MAN TO BE IN THE SPIRIT (TO HAVE A SPIRIT) IN A BODY OF FLESH AND THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: CERTAIN OF THE ANGELS WHICH FELL DO ENTER UNTO THE BODIES OF WOMEN, AND RECEIVE FLESH FROM THE LUST OF THE FLESH, AND SO IS A SPIRIT BORN OF SPIRIT, AND FLESH OF FLESH, AND SO IS THE KINGDOM OF SATAN ACCOMPLISHED IN THIS WORLD AND AMONG ALL NATIONS. AND HE SAID TO ME: MY FATHER HATH SUFFERED HIM TO REIGN SEVEN DAYS, WHICH ARE SEVEN AGES. AND I ASKED THE LORD AND SAID: WHAT SHALL BE IN THAT TIME AND HE SAID TO ME: FROM THE TIME WHEN THE DEVIL FELL FROM THE GLORY OF THE FATHER AND (LOST) HIS OWN GLORY, HE SAT UPON THE CLOUDS, AND SENT HIS MINISTERS, EVEN ANGELS FLAMING WITH FIRE, UNTO MEN FROM ADAM EVEN UNTO HENOCH HIS SERVANT. AND HE RAISED UP HENOCH UPON THE FIRMAMENT AND SHOWED HIM HIS GODHEAD AND COMMANDED PEN AND INK TO BE GIVEN HIM: AND HE SAT DOWN AND WROTE THREESCORE AND SEVEN BOOKS. AND HE COMMANDED THAT HE SHOULD TAKE THEM TO THE EARTH AND DELIVER THEM UNTO HIS SONS. AND HENOCH LET HIS BOOKS DOWN UPON THE EARTH AND DELIVERED THEM UNTO HIS SONS, AND BEGAN TO TEACH THEM TO PERFORM THE CUSTOM OF SACRIFICE, AND UNRIGHTEOUS MYSTERIES, AND SO DID HE HIDE THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN FROM MEN. AND HE SAID UNTO THEM: BEHOLD THAT I AM YOUR GOD AND BESIDE ME IS NONE OTHER GOD. AND THEREFORE, DID MY FATHER SEND ME INTO THE WORLD THAT I MIGHT MAKE IT KNOWN UNTO MEN, THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THE EVIL DEVICE OF THE DEVIL. AND THEN WHEN HE PERCEIVED THAT I HAD COME DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN INTO THE WORLD, HE SENT AN ANGEL AND TOOK OF THREE SORTS OF WOOD AND GAVE THEM UNTO MOSES THAT I MIGHT BE CRUCIFIED, AND NOW ARE THEY RESERVED FOR ME. BUT THEN (NOW) DID THE DEVIL PROCLAIM UNTO HIM (MOSES) HIS GODHEAD, AND UNTO HIS PEOPLE, AND COMMANDED A LAW TO BE GIVEN UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND BROUGHT THEM OUT THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE SEA WHICH WAS DRIED UP. WHEN MY FATHER THOUGHT TO SEND ME INTO THE WORLD, HE SENT HIS ANGEL BEFORE ME, BY NAME MARY, TO RECEIVE ME. AND I WHEN I CAME DOWN ENTERED IN BY THE EAR AND CAME FORTH BY THE EAR. AND SATAN THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD PERCEIVED THAT I WAS COME TO SEEK AND SAVE THEM THAT WERE LOST, AND SENT HIS ANGEL, EVEN HELIAS THE PROPHET, BAPTIZING WITH WATER: WHO IS CALLED JOHN THE BAPTIST. AND HELIAS ASKED THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD: HOW CAN I KNOW HIM THEN HIS LORD SAID: ON WHOM SOEVER THOU SHALT SEE THE SPIRIT DESCENDING LIKE A DOVE AND RESTING UPON HIM, HE IT IS THAT BAPTIZETH WITH THE HOLY GHOST UNTO FORGIVENESS OF SINS: THOU WILT BE ABLE TO DESTROY HIM AND TO SAVE. AND AGAIN I, JOHN, ASKED THE LORD: CAN A MAN BE SAVED BY THE BAPTISM OF JOHN WITHOUT THY BAPTISM AND THE LORD ANSWERED: UNLESS I HAVE BAPTIZED HIM UNTO FORGIVENESS OF SINS, BY THE BAPTISM OF WATER CAN NO MAN SEE THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN: FOR I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE THAT CAME DOWN FROM THE SEVENTH HEAVEN AND THEY THAT EAT MY FLESH AND DRINK MY BLOOD, THEY SHALL BE CALLED THE SONS OF GOD. AND I ASKED THE LORD AND SAID: WHAT MEANETH IT, TO EAT MY FLESH AND DRINK MY BLOOD (AN ANSWER AND QUESTION SEEM TO HAVE FALLEN OUT.) AND THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: BEFORE THE FALLING OF THE DEVIL WITH ALL HIS HOST FROM THE GLORY OF THE FATHER [IN PRAYER], THEY DID GLORIFY THE FATHER IN THEIR PRAYERS THUS, SAYING: OUR FATHER, WHICH ART IN HEAVEN; AND SO, DID ALL THEIR SONGS COME UP BEFORE THE THRONE OF THE FATHER. BUT WHEN THEY HAD FALLEN, AFTER THAT THEY ARE NOT ABLE TO GLORIFY GOD WITH THAT PRAYER. AND I ASKED THE LORD: HOW DO ALL MEN RECEIVE THE BAPTISM OF JOHN, BUT THINE NOT AT ALL AND THE LORD ANSWERED: BECAUSE THEIR DEEDS ARE EVIL AND THEY COME NOT UNTO THE LIGHT. THE DISCIPLES OF JOHN MARRY AND ARE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE; BUT MY DISCIPLES NEITHER MARRY NOR ARE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE, BUT ARE AS THE ANGELS OF GOD IN HEAVEN. BUT I SAID: IF, THEN, IT BE SIN TO HAVE TO DO WITH A WOMAN, IT IS NOT GOOD TO MARRY. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO ME: NOT EVERY ONE CAN RECEIVE THIS SAYING (MATT. XIX.11, 12). I ASKED THE LORD CONCERNING THE DAY OF JUDGMENT: WHAT SHALL BE THE SIGN OF THY COMING AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME: WHEN THE NUMBERS OF THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE ACCOMPLISHED THAT IS, THE NUMBER OF THE RIGHTEOUS THAT ARE CROWNED, THAT HAVE FALLEN, THEN SHALL SATAN BE LOOSED OUT OF HIS PRISON, HAVING GREAT WRATH, AND SHALL MAKE WAR WITH THE RIGHTEOUS, AND THEY SHALL CRY UNTO THE LORD WITH A LOUD VOICE. AND IMMEDIATELY THE LORD SHALL COMMAND AN ANGEL TO BLOW WITH THE TRUMPET, AND THE VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL SHALL BE HEARD IN THE TRUMPET FROM HEAVEN EVEN UNTO HELL. AND THEN SHALL THE SUN BE DARKENED AND THE MOON SHALL NOT GIVE HER LIGHT, AND THE STARS SHALL FALL, AND THE FOUR WINDS SHALL BE LOOSED FROM THEIR FOUNDATIONS, AND SHALL CAUSE THE EARTH AND THE SEA AND THE MOUNTAINS TO QUAKE TOGETHER. AND THE HEAVEN SHALL IMMEDIATELY SHAKE AND THE SUN SHALL BE DARKENED, AND IT SHALL SHINE EVEN TO THE FOURTH HOUR. THEN SHALL APPEAR THE SIGN OF THE SON OF MAN, AND ALL THE HOLY ANGELS WITH HIM, AND HE SHALL SET HIS SEAT UPON THE CLOUDS, AND SIT ON THE THRONE OF HIS MAJESTY WITH THE TWELVE APOSTLES ON THE TWELVE SEATS OF THEIR GLORY. AND THE BOOKS SHALL BE OPENED AND HE SHALL JUDGE THE WHOLE WORLD AND THE FAITH WHICH HE PROCLAIMED. AND THEN SHALL THE SON OF MAN SEND HIS ANGELS, AND THEY SHALL GATHER HIS ELECT FROM THE FOUR WINDS FROM THE HEIGHTS OF THE HEAVENS UNTO THE BOUNDARIES OF THEM, AND SHALL BRING THEM TO SEEK. THEN SHALL THE SON OF GOD SEND THE EVIL SPIRITS, TO BRING ALL NATIONS BEFORE HIM, AND SHALL SAY UNTO THEM: COME, YE THAT DID SAY: WE HAVE EATEN AND DRUNK AND RECEIVED THE GAIN OF THIS WORLD. AND AFTER THAT THEY SHALL AGAIN BE BROUGHT, AND SHALL ALL STAND BEFORE THE JUDGEMENT SEAT, EVEN ALL NATIONS, IN FEAR. AND THE BOOKS OF LIFE SHALL BE OPENED AND ALL NATIONS SHALL SHOW FORTH THEIR UNGODLINESS. AND HE SHALL GLORIFY THE RIGHTEOUS FOR THEIR PATIENCE: AND GLORY AND HONOUR AND INCORRUPTION SHALL BE THE REWARD OF THEIR GOOD WORKS: BUT AS FOR THEM THAT KEPT THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE ANGELS AND OBEYED UNRIGHTEOUSLY, INDIGNATION AND TROUBLE AND ANGUISH SHALL TAKE HOLD ON THEN. AND THE SON OF GOD SHALL BRING FORTH THE ELECT OUT OF THE MIDST OF THE SINNERS AND SAY UNTO THEM: COME, YE BLESSED OF MY FATHER, INHERIT THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. THEN SHALL HE SAY UNTO THE SINNERS: DEPART FROM ME, YE CURSED, INTO EVERLASTING FIRE, WHICH WAS PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS. AND THE REST, BEHOLDING THE LAST CUTTING OFF, SHALL CAST THE SINNERS INTO HELL BY THE COMMANDMENT OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER. THEN SHALL THE SPIRITS OF THEM THAT BELIEVE NOT GO FORTH OUT OF THE PRISONS, AND THEN SHALL MY VOICE BE HEARD, AND THERE SHALL BE ONE-FOLD AND ONE SHEPHERD: AND THE DARKNESS AND OBSCURITY SHALL COME FORTH OUT OF THE LOWER PARTS OF THE EARTH -THAT IS TO SAY, THE DARKNESS OF THE GEHENNA OF FIRE- AND SHALL BURN ALL THINGS FROM BELOW EVEN TO THE AIR OF THE FIRMAMENT. AND THE LORD SHALL BE IN THE FIRMAMENT AND EVEN TO THE LOWER PARTS OF THE EARTH. (READ AND THE DISTANCE FROM THE FIRMAMENT UNTO THE LOWER PARTS OF THE EARTH SHALL BE) AS IF A MAN OF THIRTY YEARS OLD SHOULD TAKE UP A STONE AND CAST IT DOWN, HARDLY IN THREE YEARS WOULD IT REACH THE BOTTOM: SO GREAT IS THE DEPTH OF THE PIT AND OF THE FIRE WHEREIN THE SINNERS SHALL DWELL. AND THEN SHALL SATAN AND ALL HIS HOST BE BOUND AND CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE. AND THE SON OF GOD SHALL WALK WITH HIS ELECT ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT AND SHALL SHUT UP THE DEVIL, BINDING HIM WITH STRONG CHAINS THAT CANNOT BE LOOSED. AT THAT TIME THE SINNERS, WEEPING AND MOURNING, SHALL SAY: O EARTH, SWALLOW US UP AND COVER US IN DEATH. AND THEN SHALL THE RIGHTEOUS SHINE AS THE SUN IN THE KINGDOM OF THEIR FATHER. AND HE SHALL BRING THEM BEFORE THE THRONE OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER, SAYING: BEHOLD, I AND MY CHILDREN WHOM GOD HATH GIVEN ME. O RIGHTEOUS ONE, THE WORLD HATH NOT KNOWN THEE, BUT I HAVE KNOWN THEE IN TRUTH, BECAUSE THOU HAST SENT ME. AND THEN SHALL THE FATHER ANSWER HIS SON AND SAY: MY BELOVED SON, SIT THOU ON MY RIGHT HAND UNTIL I MAKE THINE ENEMIES THE FOOTSTOOL OF THY FEET, WHICH HAVE DENIED ME AND SAID: WE ARE GODS, AND BESIDE US THERE IS NONE OTHER GOD: WHICH HAVE SLAIN THY PROPHETS AND PERSECUTED THY RIGHTEOUS ONES, AND THOU HAST PERSECUTED THEM EVEN UNTO THE OUTER DARKNESS: THERE SHALL BE WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH. AND THEN SHALL THE SON OF GOD SIT ON THE RIGHT HAND OF HIS FATHER, AND THE FATHER SHALL COMMAND HIS ANGELS, AND THEY SHALL MINISTER UNTO THEM (I.E. THE RIGHTEOUS) AND SET THEM AMONG THE CHOIRS OF THE ANGELS, TO CLOTHE THEM WITH INCORRUPTIBLE GARMENTS, AND SHALL GIVE THEM CROWNS THAT FADE NOT AND SEATS THAT CANNOT BE MOVED. AND GOD SHALL BE IN THE MIDST OF THEM; AND THEY SHALL NOT HUNGER NOR THIRST ANY MORE, NEITHER SHALL THE SUN LIGHT ON THEM NOR ANY HEAT. AND GOD SHALL WIPE AWAY EVERY TEAR FROM THEIR EYES. AND HE SHALL REIGN WITH HIS HOLY FATHER, AND OF HIS KINGDOM THERE SHALL BE NO END FOR EVER AND EVER.
THE VISION OF ISAIAH
CHAPTER I
THE VISION WHICH ISAIAH, THE SON OF AMOS, SAW IN THE TWENTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HEZEKIAH, KING OF JUDAH: ISAIAH THE PROPHET, SON OF AMOS, CAME TO HEZEKIAH IN JERUSALEM; AND AFTER HE HAD COME IN, HE SAT DOWN UPON THE KING'S COUCH. AND ALL THE PRINCES OF ISRAEL AND THE COUNSELORS OF THE KING AND THE EUNUCHS STOOD BEFORE HIM. AND THE PROPHETS AND THE SONS OF PROPHETS CAME FROM THE VILLAGES AND THE FIELDS AND THE MOUNTAINS TO SALUTE HIM, WHEN THEY LEARNED THAT ISAIAH HAD COME FROM GILGAL, AND TO ANNOUNCE TO HIM THOSE THINGS THAT WERE TO COME. THEN AS HE WAS SPEAKING WORDS OF TRUTH; THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME UPON HIM AND ALL SAW AND HEARD THE WORDS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. THE KING SUMMONED THE PROPHETS, AND ALL ENTERED TOGETHER, AS MANY AS WERE FOUND THERE. NOW THERE WERE THE AGED MICAH AND ANANIAH, JOEL, AND AS MANY OF THEM AS WERE FOUND THERE, ON HIS RIGHT HAND AND ON THE LEFT. HOWEVER, WHEN THEY HEARD THE VOICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THEY FELL TO THEIR KNEES AND SANG TO THE HIGHEST GOD, WHO RESTS AMONG THE HOLY ONES. WHO BESTOWED SUCH POWER OF WORDS IN THE WORLD? NOW, AS HE WAS SPEAKING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE HEARING OF ALL, HE FELL SILENT, AND THEREUPON THEY SAW ONE STANDING BEFORE HIM. HIS [ISAIAH'S] EYES WERE OPEN, YET HIS MOUTH WAS CLOSED, BUT THE INSPIRATION OF THE SPIRIT WAS WITH HIM. AND THEY DID NOT THINK THAT ISAIAH HAD BEEN EXALTED, BUT THE PROPHETS RECOGNIZED THAT IT WAS A REVELATION. THE VISION WHICH HE SAW WAS NOT OF THIS WORLD BUT OF WHAT IS HIDDEN FROM ALL FLESH. AND WHEN HE CEASED TO BEHOLD THE VISION, HE RETURNED TO HIMSELF AND RECOUNTED THE VISION TO HEZEKIAH AND HIS SON NASON... (CONTINUING IN NEXT CHAPTER)
CHAPTER II
...AND TO MICAH AND THE OTHER PROPHETS, SAYING, "WHEN I PROPHESIED WHAT YOU HEARD, WHICH YOU WITNESSED, I SAW AN ANGEL, GLORIOUS NOT WITH THE GLORY OF THE ANGELS WHOM I HAVE ALWAYS SEEN, BUT HAVING A PARTICULARLY GREAT GLORY AND A LIGHT WHICH I CANNOT DESCRIBE. TAKING ME BY THE HAND HE LED ME ON HIGH, AND I SAID, 'WHO ARE YOU, AND WHAT IS YOUR NAME, AND WHY ARE YOU LIFTING ME UP LIKE A BIRD?' -- FOR THE ABILITY TO SPEAK TO HIM WAS GIVEN ME. THEN IN ANSWER HE SAID TO ME, 'WHEN I SHALL BEAR YOU ON HIGH, I WILL SHOW YOU THE VISION WHICH IS THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH I HAVE BEEN SENT; THEN YOU WILL KNOW WHO I AM, BUT MY NAME YOU DO NOT KNOW, BECAUSE YOU WISH TO RETURN AGAIN TO YOUR BODY. AND WHEN I RAISE YOU ON HIGH HEREAFTER YOU WILL SEE.' AND I REJOICED BECAUSE HE ANSWERED ME SOFTLY. AND HE SAID TO ME, 'YOU HAVE REJOICED BECAUSE I REPLIED GENTLY TO YOU, AND YOU WILL SEE ONE GREATER THAN I AM WISHING TO SPEAK TO THEE; ONE GENTLER AND WISER, BETTER AND SWEETER; FOR TO THIS END WAS I SENT, TO EXPLAIN ALL THINGS TO THEE.' AND WE ASCENDED, HE AND I, UPON THE FIRMAMENT, AND THERE I SAW THE GREAT BATTLE OF SATAN AND HIS MIGHT OPPOSING THE LOYAL FOLLOWERS (HONORANTIAE) OF GOD, AND ONE SURPASSED THE OTHER IN ENVY. FOR JUST AS IT IS ON EARTH, SO ALSO IS IT IN THE FIRMAMENT, BECAUSE REPLICAS OF WHAT ARE IN THE FIRMAMENT ARE ON EARTH. AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL, `WHAT IS THIS WAR AND ENVY AND STRUGGLE?' AND IN REPLY HE SAID TO ME, 'THIS IS THE DEVIL'S WAR AND HE WILL NOT REST UNTIL HE WHOM YOU WISH TO SEE COMES TO SLAY HIM WITH THE SPIRIT OF HIS VIRTUE.' THEREAFTER, HE RAISED ME INTO THAT WHICH IS ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT, WHICH IS THE FIRST HEAVEN. AND I SAW IN THE MIDST THEREOF A THRONE ON WHICH AN ANGEL WAS SEATED IN GREAT GLORY, AND ANGELS SAT AT HIS RIGHT AND HIS LEFT. THOSE ON THE RIGHT HAD A SPECIAL GLORY, AND THEY SANG WITH ONE VOICE; AND THOSE WHO WERE ON THE LEFT SANG AFTER THEM BUT THEIR SONG WAS NOT LIKE THAT OF THE ONES ON THE RIGHT. AND I QUESTIONED THE ANGEL WHO CONDUCTED ME: 'TO WHOM IS THIS SONG RAISED?' AND IN REPLY HE SAID TO ME, 'TO THE GREAT GLORY OF GOD, WHO IS ABOVE THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, AND TO HIS BELOVED SON, FROM WHOM I WAS SENT TO THEE.' AND AGAIN, HE RAISED ME UP, INTO THE SECOND HEAVEN; ITS HEIGHT WAS THE SAME AS THAT OF THE FIRST HEAVEN ABOVE EARTH. AND I SAW THERE, JUST AS IN THE FIRST HEAVEN, ANGELS ON THE RIGHT AND ON THE LEFT. AND THE GLORY OF THESE ANGELS AND THEIR SONG WERE SUPERIOR TO THOSE OF THE FIRST HEAVEN. AND I FELL ON MY FACE TO ADORE HIM," AND THE ANGEL, WHO GUIDED ME SAID TO ME, 'ADORE NOT THE ANGEL NOR THE THRONE OF THIS HEAVEN. THIS IS THE REASON WHY I WAS SENT TO GUIDE YOU; ADORE HIM ONLY OF WHOM I WILL TELL YOU, AND IN LIKE FASHION ADORE HIM WHO IS ABOVE ALL ANGELS, ABOVE THRONES, AND ABOVE THE GARMENTS AND CROWNS WHICH YOU SHALL SEE HEREAFTER.' AND I REJOICED WITH EXCEEDING GREAT JOY, FOR SUCH IS THE CONSUMMATION FOR THOSE WHO KNOW THE MOST HIGH AND ETERNAL AND HIS BELOVED SON, BECAUSE THEY ASCEND TO THEM AS BY THE ANGEL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AND HE RAISED ME ABOVE THE THIRD HEAVEN AND IN LIKE MANNER I SAW A SMALL THRONE AND ANGELS ON THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT. THE MEMORY OF THIS WORLD, HOWEVER, WAS GIVEN NO NAME THERE. BUT THE GLORY OF MY SPIRIT WAS UNDERGOING A TRANSFORMATION AS I ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN AND I SAID, 'NOTHING OF THAT WORLD IS GIVEN A NAME HERE.' AND IN REPLY THE ANGEL SAID TO ME, 'NOTHING IS GIVEN A NAME ON ACCOUNT OF ITS WEAKNESS AND NOTHING IS HIDDEN OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE DONE THERE.' AND THEY SANG A SONG AND GLORIFIED HIM WHO WAS ENTHRONED, AND THIS ANGEL WAS GREATER THAN THE SECOND ANGEL. AND AGAIN, HE RAISED ME, UNTO THE FOURTH HEAVEN. THE HEIGHT FROM THE THIRD TO THE FOURTH HEAVEN WAS GREATER. AND I SAW A THRONE AND ANGELS ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON THE LEFT. BUT THE GLORY OF HIM WHO WAS ENTHRONED WAS GREATER THAN THAT OF THE ANGELS ON THE RIGHT HAND AND THEIR GLORY LIKEWISE SURPASSED THE GLORY OF THOSE WHO WERE BELOW. AND I ASCENDED INTO THE FIFTH HEAVEN, AND THERE I SAW INNUMERABLE ANGELS AND THEIR GLORY, AND THEIR SONG WAS MORE GLORIOUS THAN THAT OF THE FOURTH HEAVEN. AND I MARVELED, BEHOLDING SUCH A MULTITUDE OF ANGELS ARRAYED IN THE RANKS OF THEIR DIVERSE GOODNESSES; EACH, HAVING HIS OWN GLORY, GLORIFIED HIM WHO IS ON HIGH (WHOSE NAME IS NOT REVEALED TO ALL FLESH), BECAUSE HE GAVE SO MUCH GLORY TO THE ANGELS WHO ARE ABOVE EACH HEAVEN. BUT IN REPLY THE ANGEL SAID TO ME, `WHY ARE ARE YOU ASTONISHED THAT THEY ARE NOT ALL OF ONE APPEARANCE? YOU HAVE NOT YET SEEN THE INSUPERABLE VIRTUES AND THE THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF ANGELS.'  
CHAPTER III
AND THEREAFTER HE RAISED ME INTO THE AIR OF THE SIXTH HEAVEN AND I SAW THERE A GREAT GLORY WHICH I HAD NOT SEEN IN THE FIFTH HEAVEN. AND I BEHELD ANGELS IN GREAT GLORY. AND THE DEEDS OF THE VIRTUES WERE HONORABLE AND PRE-EMINENT; THEIR SONG WAS HOLY AND WONDERFUL. AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL WHO GUIDED ME, 'WHAT IS IT THAT I SEE, MY LORD?' AND HE SAID TO ME, 'I AM NOT YOUR LORD BUT YOUR COUNSELOR.' AND HE SPOKE TO ME ABOUT THE SIXTH HEAVEN. HEREIN ARE NEITHER THRONE NOR ANGELS ON THE LEFT, BUT THEY RECEIVE THEIR DIRECTION FROM THE VIRTUE OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, WHERE DWELLS THE MIGHTY SON OF GOD. AND ALL THE HEAVENS AND HIS ANGELS HEARKEN TO HIM, AND I HAVE BEEN SENT TO BRING YOU HITHER, SO THAT YOU MAY SEE THIS GLORY AND THE LORD OF ALL THE HEAVENS AND HIS ANGELS AND VIRTUES. THEREFORE, I SAY TO YOU, ISAIAH, NO ONE WHO DESIRES TO RETURN TO THE FLESH OF THAT WORLD HAS SEEN WHAT YOU SEE NOR IS ABLE TO SEE WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN; BECAUSE IT IS YOUR LOT IN THE LORD TO COME HERE.' AND I MAGNIFIED THE LORD IN SONG BECAUSE THUS I GO INTO HIS LOT. AND HE [THE ANGEL] SAID TO ME, 'WHEN YOU SHALL HAVE RETURNED HERE THROUGH THE WILL OF THE FATHER, THEN YOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR GARMENT, AND THEN YOU WILL BE EQUAL TO THE ANGELS WHO ARE IN THE SEVENTH HEAVEN.' AND HE LED ME INTO THE SIXTH HEAVEN, AND NEITHER THRONES NOR ANGELS ON THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT WERE THERE, BUT ALL HAD ONE APPEARANCE AND IDENTICAL SONG. AND IT WAS GIVEN ME TO SING WITH THEM; AND THE ANGEL WHO WAS WITH ME AND I, MYSELF, WERE EVEN AS THEIR GLORY, AND THEIR GLORY WAS ONE. AND THEY GLORIFIED THE FATHER OF ALL AND HIS BELOVED SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT; ALL WITH ONE VOICE THEY SANG, BUT NOT WITH A VOICE SUCH AS THAT OF THE FIFTH HEAVEN, BUT WITH A DIFFERENT VOICE. AND THERE WAS A GREAT LIGHT THERE. AND WHEN I WAS IN THE SIXTH HEAVEN, I THOUGHT THE LIGHT OF THE FIFTH HEAVEN TO BE AS DARKNESS. I REJOICED GREATLY AND SANG TO HIM WHO GAVE SUCH JOY TO THOSE WHO RECEIVED HIS MERCY. AND I BEGGED THE ANGEL WHO GUIDED ME NEVER MORE TO RETURN INTO THAT CARNAL WORLD. MOREOVER, I SAY UNTO YOU THAT HERE IS MUCH DARKNESS. BUT THE ANGEL WHO GUIDED ME SAID TO ME, 'SINCE YOU REJOICE IN THIS LIGHT, HOW MUCH MORE WILL YOU REJOICE AND EXULT WHEN YOU SEE THE LIGHT OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, IN WHICH SITS THE HEAVENLY FATHER WITH HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON; WHERE LIE THE VESTMENTS AND THE THRONES AND THE CROWNS OF THE RIGHTEOUS. AND AS TO YOUR PLEA NOT TO RETURN INTO YOUR FLESH, THE TIME IS NOT YET FULFILLED FOR YOUR COMING HERE.' AND I SORROWED GREATLY AT HEARING THESE WORDS.
CHAPTER IV
AND HE RAISED ME UP INTO THE AIR OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN AND I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME, 'WHY DO YOU WHO DESIRE TO LIVE IN THE FLESH COME HERE?' AND I WAS VERY MUCH AFRAID AND TREMBLED. AGAIN, I HEARD ANOTHER VOICE SAYING, 'FORBID HIM NOT TO, COME IN, SINCE HE IS WORTHY OF THE GLORY OF GOD, FOR HERE IS HIS ROBE. AND I QUESTIONED THE ANGEL WHO WAS WITH ME, 'WHO IS HE WHO FORBIDS ME, AND WHO IS HE WHO BIDS ME COME UP?' AND HE SAID TO ME, 'THE ONE WHO FORBIDS IS HE, THE ANGEL WHO IS ABOVE THE ANGELS SINGING IN THE SIXTH HEAVEN; AND HE WHO COMMANDS IS THE SON OF GOD, AND HIS NAME YOU MAY NOT HEAR UNTIL YOU HAVE DEPARTED FROM THE FLESH.' WHEN WE ASCENDED INTO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN I SAW' THERE AN ASTOUNDING AND INDESCRIBABLE LIGHT AND INNUMERABLE ANGELS. AND I SAW CERTAIN OF THE RIGHTEOUS WHO, STRIPPED OF FLESHLY ROBES, WERE IN HEAVENLY ROBES AND STANDING IN GREAT GLORY. BUT THEY SAT NOT ON THEIR THRONES; MOREOVER, THEIR CROWNS OF GLORY WERE NOT UPON THEM. AND I QUESTIONED THE ANGEL, SAYING, 'WHY HAVE THEY RECEIVED ROBES, AND WHY HAVE THEY NOT RECEIVED THRONES AND CROWNS OF GLORY?' AND HE SAID TO ME, NOW THEY RECEIVE THEM NOT, UNTIL THE SON FIRST BRINGS HERE THOSE THRONES AND CROWNS, WHEN HE SHALL BE IN YOUR LIKENESS.' AND THE PRINCE OF THAT WORLD WILL STRETCH FORTH HIS HAND UPON THE SON OF GOD AND WILL KILL HIM AND HANG HIM ON A TREE, AND HE WILL KILL HIM NOT KNOWING WHO HE IS. AND HE WILL DESCEND INTO HELL AND WILL LAY IT WASTE, WITH ALL THE PHANTOMS OF HELL. AND HE WILL SEIZE THE PRINCE OF DEATH AND DESPOIL HIM, AND CRUSH ALL HIS POWERS, AND WILL RISE AGAIN ON THE THIRD DAY; HAVING WITH HIM CERTAIN OF THE RIGHTEOUS. AND HE WILL SEND HIS PREACHERS INTO THE WHOLE WORLD, AND WILL ASCEND INTO HEAVEN. THEN THESE WILL RECEIVE THEIR THRONES AND CROWNS.' AND AFTER [HE SAID] THESE WORDS, I SAID TO HIM, 'IN REGARD TO THAT WHICH I ASKED YOU IN THE FIRST HEAVEN, SHOW ME, FOR THIS YOU PROMISED.' AND AS I WAS ADDRESSING HIM, THERE WAS AMONG THOSE STANDING ABOUT US ONE ANGEL, MORE GLORIOUS THAN HE WHO CONDUCTED ME AND THAN ALL THE ANGELS. AND HE SHOWED ME A BOOK, AND OPENING IT, GAVE IT TO ME; AND I SAW WRITING WHICH WAS NOT LIKE THAT OF THIS WORLD. AND I READ IT, AND LO, THERE WERE THE DEEDS OF JERUSALEM RECORDED THERE, AND THE WORKS OF ALL MEN WERE THERE, AMONG WHOM ALSO WAS I. I SAW IN TRUTH THAT NOTHING WHICH WAS DONE IN THE WORLD WAS HIDDEN IN THE SEVENTH HEAVEN. AND I QUESTIONED THE ANGEL, 'WHO IS THIS WHO IS PRE-EMINENT OVER ALL THE ANGELS IN HIS GLORY?' AND IN REPLY TO ME HE SAID, 'HE IS THE GREAT ANGEL, MICHAEL, WHO PRAYS CONSTANTLY FOR HUMANITY AND HUMILITY.' I SAW MANY ROBES AND THRONES AND CROWNS LYING THERE. AND I SAID TO THE ANGEL, `FOR WHOM ARE THESE ROBES AND CROWNS AND THRONES RESERVED?' AND HE SAID TO ME, 'MANY OF THAT WORLD LOST THESE CROWNS, WHO ARE BELIEVERS IN THE WORLD OF HIM OF WHOM I HAVE SPOKEN TO YOU.' AND, TURNING ABOUT, I SAW THE LORD IN GREAT GLORY AND I WAS MOST SORELY AFRAID. AND ALL THE RIGHTEOUS APPROACHED HIM AND ADORED HIM SINGING WITH ONE VOICE AND [MY] VOICE WAS LIKE UNTO THEIRS. AND MICHAEL, APPROACHING HIM, ADORED AND TOGETHER WITH HIM ALL THE ANGELS ADORED AND SANG. AND I WAS AGAIN TRANSFIGURED AND WAS LIKE THE ANGELS. THEN THE ANGEL WHO CONDUCTED ME SAID TO ME, 'ADORE HIM AND SING.' AND I ADORED HIM AND SANG. AND THE ANGEL WHO CONDUCTED ME SAID TO ME, 'HE IS THE LORD OF ALL THE GLORIES WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN.' AND I SAW ANOTHER MOST GLORIOUS ONE, LIKE UNTO HIM IN ALL THINGS, AND THE RIGHTEOUS APPROACHED HIM AND ADORED HIM AND SANG, AND I SANG WITH THEM AND I WAS NOT TRANSFIGURED INTO THEIR ASPECT. AND THE ANGELS CAME WITH THEM AND ADORED HIM, AND I ADORED HIM AND SANG. AND AGAIN, I SAW THE OTHER IN GREAT GLORY. AND WHILE WALKING, I QUESTIONED THE ANGEL, 'WHO IS HE?' AND HE SAID TO ME, 'ADORE HIM, FOR HE IS THE ANGEL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO SPEAKS IN YOU, AND IN ALL THE RIGHTEOUS.' AND AFTER THAT, ANOTHER INDESCRIBABLE AND INEFFABLE GLORY WAS REVEALED WHICH I COULD NOT BEHOLD WITH THE OPENED EYES OF MY SPIRIT, NOR COULD THE ANGEL WHO CONDUCTED ME NOR ALL THE ANGELS WHOM I SAW ADORING THE LORD. BUT I SAW THE RIGHTEOUS ONLY IN GREAT GLORY BEHOLDING [HIS] GLORY. AND MY LORD APPROACHED FIRST AND THEN THE ANGEL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (ANGELUS SPIRITUALIS). AND THEY ADORED HIM AND THE TWO SANG TOGETHER. THEN ALL THE RIGHTEOUS ADORED HIM, AND WITH THEM MICHAEL AND ALL THE ANGELS ADORED AND SANG.
CHAPTER V
THEREAFTER I HEARD A VOICE THERE AND THE SONG WHICH I HEARD IN THE SIX HEAVENS ROSE UP AND WAS HEARD IN THE SEVENTH HEAVEN. AND ALL GLORIFIED HIM WHOSE GLORY I COULD NOT BEHOLD. AND THE SONG OF ALL SIX HEAVENS WAS NOT ONLY HEARD BUT SEEN. AND THE ANGEL SAID TO ME, 'HE IS THE ONE LIVING ETERNAL, LIVING IN THE HIGHEST ETERNITY AND RESTING AMONG THE HOLY ONES; WE CANNOT ENDURE TO NAME OR SEE HIM WHO IS PRAISED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE MOUTHS OF THE HOLY [AND] RIGHTEOUS. AND AFTER THAT, I HEARD THE VOICE OF THE ETERNAL SAYING TO THE LORD [HIS] SON: 'GO FORTH AND DESCEND FROM ALL THE HEAVENS AND BE IN THE WORLD, AND GO EVEN TO THE ANGEL WHO IS IN HELL; TRANSFIGURING THYSELF INTO THEIR FORM. AND NEITHER THE ANGELS NOR THE PRINCES OF THAT WORLD SHALL KNOW THEE. AND THOU SHALT JUDGE THE PRINCE OF THAT WORLD AND HIS ANGELS, AND THE RULERS OF THE WORLD, BECAUSE THEY HAVE DENIED ME AND SAID, "WE ARE AND WITHOUT US THERE IS NO ONE." THEREAFTER, THOU SHALT NOT TRANSFIGURE THYSELF AS THOU ASCENDEST THROUGH THE HEAVENS IN GREAT GLORY, AND THOU WILT SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND. THEN THE PRINCES AND THE VIRTUES AND ALL THE ANGELS AND ALL THE PRINCIPALITIES OF THE HEAVENS AND OF EARTH AND OF THE LOWER REGIONS WILL ADORE THEE.' AND I HEARD THE GREAT GLORY COMMANDING MY LORD. AND THEN THE LORD WENT OUT FROM THE SEVENTH HEAVEN AND DESCENDED INTO THE SIXTH HEAVEN. AND THE ANGEL WHO GUIDED ME SAID TO ME, 'UNDERSTAND AND SEE THE MANNER OF HIS TRANSFIGURATION AND DESCENT.' WHEN THE ANGELS SAW HIM, THEY PRAISED AND GLORIFIED HIM, FOR HE WAS NOT TRANSFIGURED INTO THEIR IMAGE, AND I SANG WITH THEM. WHEN HE HAD DESCENDED INTO THE FIFTH HEAVEN, THERE AT ONCE HE WAS TRANSFIGURED INTO THE FORM OF THOSE ANGELS AND THEY DID NOT SING TO HIM OR ADORE HIM, FOR HE WAS OF A FORM LIKE THEIRS. AND HE DESCENDED INTO THE FOURTH HEAVEN AND APPEARED TO THEM IN THEIR FORM. AND THEY DID NOT SING TO HIM FOR HE WAS OF A FORM LIKE THEIRS. MOREOVER, HE CAME INTO THE THIRD HEAVEN," AND INTO THE SECOND AND THE FIRST, TRANSFIGURING HIMSELF IN EACH OF THEM. CONSEQUENTLY, THEY DID NOT SING TO HIM OR ADORE HIM, FOR HE APPEARED TO THEM IN [A FORM] LIKE THEIRS. AND HE SHOWED THEM A SIGN (CHARACTEREM). MOREOVER, HE DESCENDED INTO THE FIRMAMENT AND THERE GAVE THE SIGNS (SIGNA), AND HIS FORM WAS LIKE UNTO THEIRS, AND THEY DID NOT GLORIFY HIM AND THEY DID NOT SING TO HIM. AND HE DESCENDED TO THE ANGELS WHO WERE IN THIS AIR AS THOUGH HE WERE ONE OF THEM. AND HE GAVE THEM NO SIGN, NOR DID THEY SING TO HIM. 
CHAPTER VI
AND AFTER THESE THINGS, THE ANGEL SAID TO ME, 'KNOW, ISAIAH, SON OF AMOS, THIS IS WHY I WAS SENT BY GOD TO SHOW YOU ALL THINGS. FOR NO ONE BEFORE YOU HAS SEEN NOR CAN ANYONE AFTER YOU SEE WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN AND HEARD.' AND I SAW ONE LIKE THE SON OF MAN DWELLING WITH MEN AND IN THE WORLD. AND THEY DID NOT RECOGNIZE HIM. AND I SAW HIM ASCENDING INTO THE FIRMAMENT AND HE WAS NOT TRANSFIGURED INTO [THEIR] FORM. AND ALL THE ANGELS WHO WERE ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT WERE STRUCK WITH FEAR AT THE SIGHT AND, ADORING, THEY SAID, 'HOW DIDST THOU DESCEND INTO OUR MIDST, LORD, AND WE DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE KING OF GLORY?' AND HE ASCENDED INTO THE FIRST HEAVEN MORE GLORIOUSLY AND DID NOT TRANSFIGURE HIMSELF. THEN ALL THE ANGELS ADORED AND SANG, SAYING, 'HOW DIDST THOU PASS THROUGH OUR MIDST, LORD, AND WE DID NOT SEE OR ADORE THEE?' THUS, HE ASCENDED INTO THE SECOND HEAVEN AND INTO THE THIRD AND INTO THE FOURTH AND INTO THE FIFTH AND INTO THE SIXTH, EVEN TO ALL THE HEAVENS, AND HIS GLORIES INCREASED. WHEN HE ASCENDED INTO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, ALL THE RIGHTEOUS SANG TO HIM, AND ALL THE ANGELS AND VIRTUES WHOM I COULD NOT SEE. I SAW A WONDERFUL ANGEL SIT AT HIS LEFT HAND, WHO SAID TO ME: 'THIS SUFFICES YOU, ISAIAH, FOR YOU HAVE SEEN WHAT NO OTHER SON OF THE FLESH HAS SEEN, WHICH EYES CANNOT SEE NOR EARS HEAR, NOR CAN IT RISE IN THE HEART OF MAN, HOW MUCH GOD HAS PREPARED FOR ALL WHO LOVE HIM.' AND HE SAID TO ME, 'RETURN IN YOUR ROBE UNTIL THE TIME OF YOUR DAYS SHALL BE FULFILLED AND THEN YOU SHALL COME HERE.'" HAVING SEEN THESE THINGS, ISAIAH SPOKE TO THOSE STANDING ABOUT HIM; AND, HEARING THESE WONDERS, ALL SANG AND GLORIFIED THE LORD, WHO GAVE SUCH GRACE TO MEN. AND HE SAID TO HEZEKIAH THE KING, "THE CONSUMMATION OF THIS WORLD AND WORKS WILL BE FULFILLED IN THE LAST GENERATIONS." AND HE FORBADE THEM TO PROCLAIM THESE WORDS TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL OR TO GIVE THEM TO ANY MAN TO BE RECORDED. BUT HOW MANY THINGS WILL BE UNDERSTOOD BY THE KING AND BY THE UTTERANCES IN THE PROPHETS! AND THUS, BE YOU ALSO IN THE HOLY SPIRIT, SO THAT YOU MAY RECEIVE YOUR ROBES AND THRONES AND CROWNS OF GLORY PLACED IN THE HEAVENS. HE CEASED THEN TO SPEAK AND WENT OUT FROM KING HEZEKIAH. 
CATHAR RITUAL (LYON RITUAL)
MANUSCRIPT: LYON, BIBLIOTHÈQUE MUNICIPALE, PA 36
THE APAREILEMENTUM: SERVISSI GENERAL CONFESSION LITURGY
WE HAVE COME BEFORE GOD AND BEFORE YOU AND BEFORE THE ORDINANCES OF THE HOLY CHURCH THAT WE MAY RECEIVE PARDON AND PENANCE FOR ALL OUR SINS IN THOUGHT, WORD AND DEED FROM OUR BIRTH UNTIL NOW AND WE ASK OF GOD MERCY AND OF YOU THAT YOU PRAY FOR US TO THE HOLY FATHER OF MERCY THAT HE FORGIVE US. LET US WORSHIP GOD AND DECLARE ALL OUR SINS AND NUMEROUS OFFENCES IN THE SIGHT OF THE FATHER, THE SON AND THE HONOURED HOLY SPIRIT, OF THE HONOURED HOLY GOSPELS AND THE HONOURED HOLY APOSTLES, BY PRAYER AND FAITH AND BY THE SALVATION OF ALL THE UPRIGHT AND GLORIOUS CHRISTIANS AND BLESSED ANCESTORS ASLEEP AND HERE PRESENT, FOR THEIR SAKE WE ASK YOU, HOLY LORD, TO PARDON ALL OUR SINS.
BENEDICTE, PARCITE NOBIS. (BLESS AND HAVE MERCY UPON US)- AMEN.
FOR NUMEROUS ARE THE SINS BY WHICH WE DAILY OFFEND GOD, NIGHT AND DAY, IN THOUGHT, IN WORD AND DEED, WITTINGLY AND UNWITTINGLY, AND ESPECIALLY BY THE DESIRES THE EVIL SPIRITS BRING TO US IN THE FLESH WHICH CLOTHES US.
BENEDICTE, PARCITE NOBIS. - AMEN.
WHEREAS WE ARE TAUGHT BY GOD`S HOLY WORD AS WELL AS BY THE HOLY APOSTLES AND THE PREACHING OF OUR SPIRITUAL BROTHERS TO REJECT ALL FLESHLY DESIRE AND ALL UNCLEANNESS AND TO DO THE WILL OF GOD BY DOING GOOD WE, UNWORTHY SERVANTS THAT WE ARE, NOT ONLY DO NOT DO THE WILL OF GOD AS WE SHOULD, BUT MORE OFTEN GIVE WAY TO DESIRES OF THE FLESH AND THE CARES OF THE WORLD, TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT WE WOUND OUR SPIRITS. 
BENEDICTE, PARCITE NOBIS. - AMEN.
WE GO WITH THOSE WHO ARE OF THE WORLD, MIXING WITH THEM, TALKING AND EATING WITH THEM, AND SINNING IN MANY THINGS SO THAT WE WOUND OUR BROTHERS AND OUR SISTERS.
BENEDICTE, PARCITE NOBIS. - AMEN.
BY OUR TONGUES WE FALL INTO IDLE WORDS, VAIN TALK, MOCKERY AND MALICE, DETRACTION OF OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHOM WE ARE NOT WORTHY TO JUDGE NOR TO CONDEMN THEIR FAULTS. AMONG CHRISTIANS WE ARE SINNERS.
BENEDICTE, PARCITE NOBIS. - AMEN.
THE PENANCE WHICH WE RECEIVED WE HAVE NOT OBSERVED AS WE OUGHT TO HAVE DONE, NEITHER THE FASTING NOR THE PRAYER. WE HAVE WASTED OUR DAYS AND HOURS. WHILE WE ARE SAYING THE HOLY PRAYER, OUR SENSES ARE DIVERTED TO CARNAL DESIRES AND WORLDLY CARES, SO THAT AT THIS MOMENT WE HARDLY KNOW WHAT WE CAN OFFER TO THE FATHER OF THE JUST.
BENEDICTE, PARCITE NOBIS. - AMEN.
O THOU HOLY AND GOOD LORD, ALL THOSE THINGS THAT HAVE BEFALLEN US IN OUR SENSES AND IN OUR THOUGHT, WE CONFESS, HOLY LORD, AND ALL OUR MANY SINS WE PLACE ON THE MERCY OF GOD AND ON THE HOLY PRAYER AND ON THE HOLY GOSPEL.
BENEDICTE, PARCITE NOBIS. - AMEN.
O LORD, JUDGE AND CONDEMN THE IMPERFECTIONS OF THE FLESH. HAVE NO PITY ON THE FLESH, BORN OF CORRUPTION, BUT SHOW MERCY TO THE SPIRIT WHICH IS IMPRISONED THEREIN. DIRECT FOR US THE DAYS, HOURS, AND OBEISANCES, AS IS THE CUSTOM OF GOOD CHRISTIANS, THAT WE BE NOT JUDGED OR CONDEMNED WITH THE UNJUST AT THE DAY OF JUDGMENT.
BENEDICTE, PARCITE NOBIS. - AMEN.
TRADITIO: RITE FOR THE TRANSMISSION OF THE PRAYER (FROM THE LYON RITUAL) 
...YOU MUST REALIZE THAT WHEN YOU ARE BEFORE THE CHURCH OF GOD YOU ARE BEFORE THE FATHER, THE SON AND THE HOLY GHOST, AS THE SCRIPTURES TEACH. FOR CHRIST SAID IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO SAINT MATTHEW: "WHERESOEVER TWO OR THREE ARE GATHERED TOGETHER IN MY NAME THERE I AM IN THE MIDST OF THEM." AND IN THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO SAINT JOHN HE SAID, "IF A MAN, LOVE ME HE WILL KEEP MY WORDS, AND MY FATHER WILL LOVE HIM, AND WE WILL COME UNTO HIM AND MAKE OUR ABODE WITH HIM." AND SAINT PAUL SAYS IN THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, "YE ARE THE TEMPLE OF THE LIVING GOD, AS GOD HATH SAID BY ISAIAH, HIS PROPHET; I DWELL IN THEM AND WALK IN THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. WHEREFORE COME OUT FROM AMONG THEM AND BE YE SEPARATE, SAITH THE LORD; AND TOUCH NOT THE UNCLEAN THING; AND I WILL RECEIVE YOU, AND WILL BE A FATHER UNTO YOU, AND YE SHALL BE MY SONS AND DAUGHTERS, SAITH THE LORD ALMIGHTY." AND IN ANOTHER PLACE, HE SAYS, "SEEK YE THE PROOF OF CHRIST WHO SPEAKETH IN ME." AND IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY HE SAYS, "THESE THINGS WRITE I UNTO THEE, HOPING TO COME UNTO THEE SHORTLY; BUT IF I TARRY LONG, THAT THOU MAYEST KNOW HOW THOU OUGHTEST TO BEHAVE THYSELF IN THE HOUSE OF GOD, WHICH IS THE CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD, THE PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRUTH." AND HE SAID ALSO TO THE HEBREWS, "BUT CHRIST IS A SON OVER HIS OWN HOUSE, WHOSE HOUSE WE ARE." THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS WITH THE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST, CHRIST HAS SHOWN THUS IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO SAINT JOHN, "IF YE LOVE ME, KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS. AND I WILL PRAY THE FATHER, AND HE SHALL GIVE YOU ANOTHER COMFORTER, THAT HE MAY ABIDE WITH YOU FOREVER; EVEN THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, WHOM THE WORLD CANNOT RECEIVE, BECAUSE IT SEETH HIM NOT, NEITHER KNOWETH HIM; BUT YE KNOW HIM, FOR HE DWELLETH WITH YOU, AND SHALL BE IN YOU. I WILL NOT LEAVE YOU COMFORTLESS, I WILL COME TO YOU." AND IN THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO SAINT MATTHEW HE SAID, "LO, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, EVEN UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD." AND SAINT PAUL SAID IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, "KNOW YE NOT THAT YE ARE THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD DWELLETH IN YOU? IF ANY MAN MAN, DEFILE THE TEMPLE OF GOD, HIM SHALL GOD DESTROY; FOR THE TEMPLE OF GOD IS HOLY, WHICH TEMPLE YE ARE." CHRIST SHOWS IT THUS IN THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO SAINT MATTHEW, "FOR IT IS NOT YE THAT SPEAK BUT THE SPIRIT OF YOUR FATHER THAT SPEAKETH IN YOU." AND SAINT JOHN SAYS IN HIS EPISTLE, "BY THIS WE KNOW THAT WE ABIDE IN HIM AND HE IN US, FOR HE HAS GIVEN US HIS SPIRIT." AND SAINT PAUL SAID TO THE GALATIANS, "BECAUSE YE ARE SONS GOD HATH SENT FORTH THE SPIRIT OF HIS SON INTO YOUR HEARTS, CRYING "FATHER! FATHER!" WHEREFORE BE IT UNDERSTOOD THAT YOUR PRESENTATION MADE BEFORE THE SONS OF JESUS CHRIST CONFIRMS THE FAITH AND TEACHING OF THE CHURCH OF GOD AS THE HOLY SCRIPTURES TELL US. FOR IN FORMER TIMES THE PEOPLE OF GOD SEPARATED THEMSELVES FROM THE LORD THEIR GOD. AND THEY ABANDONED THE WILL AND GUIDANCE OF THEIR HEAVENLY FATHER THROUGH THE DECEPTIONS OF THE WICKED SPIRITS AND BY SUBMISSION TO THEIR WILL. AND FOR THESE REASONS, AND MANY OTHERS, WE ARE CERTAIN THAT THE HEAVENLY FATHER WOULD HAVE PITY ON HIS PEOPLE AND RECEIVE THEM AGAIN IN PEACE AND CONCORD BY THE COMING OF HIS SON, JESUS CHRIST, AND NOW IS THE TIME. FOR YOU ARE HERE BEFORE THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST IN THE PLACE WHERE FATHER, SON AND HOLY GHOST HAVE THEIR SPIRITUAL ABODE AS IS SHOWN ABOVE, TO RECEIVE THAT HOLY PRAYER WHICH THE LORD JESUS GAVE TO HIS DISCIPLES, SO THAT YOUR PRAYERS MIGHT BE GRANTED BY OUR HEAVENLY FATHER. THEREFORE, MUST YOU LEARN THAT IF YOU WOULD RECEIVE THIS HOLY PRAYER YOU MUST REPENT YOUR SINS AND FORGIVE ALL MEN. FOR OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST SAYS, "IF YE FORGIVE NOT MEN THEIR TRESPASSES, NEITHER WILL YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER, FORGIVE YOUR TRESPASSES." HENCE IT IS MEET AND RIGHT THAT YOU BE RESOLVED IN YOUR HEART TO KEEP THIS HOLY PRAYER ALL YOUR LIFE ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THE CHURCH OF GOD, IN PURITY AND TRUTH, AND IN ALL OTHER VIRTUES WHICH GOD WOULD BESTOW UPON YOU. WHEREFORE WE PRAY THE GOOD LORD WHO BESTOWED UPON THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST THE VIRTUE TO RECEIVE THIS HOLY PRAYER STEADFASTLY THAT HE MAY GRANT TO YOU ALSO THE GRACE TO RECEIVE IT STEADFASTLY, IN HIS HONOUR AND FOR YOUR SALVATION. [THE ELDER THEN SAYS THE LORD'S PRAYER AND THE POSTULANT FOLLOW HIM PHRASE BY PHRASE:] 
OUR FATHER, WHICH ART IN HEAVEN,
HALLOWED BE THY NAME.
THY HINGDOM COME, 
THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR SUPPLEMENTARY BREAD, 
AND REMIT OUR DEBTS AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS.
AND KEEP US FROM TEMPTATION AND FREE US FROM EVIL. 
THINE IS THE KINGDOM, THE POWER AND GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. 
AMEN.
[AFTER WHICH THE ELDER WILL SAY:] "WE DELIVER YOU THIS HOLY PRAYER THAT YOU MAY RECEIVE IT OF US AND OF GOD AND OF THE CHURCH, THAT YOU MAY HAVE THE POWER TO SAY IT ALL YOUR LIFE, DAY AND NIGHT, ALONE OR IN COMPANY, AND THAT YOU MUST NEVER EAT OR DRINK WITHOUT FIRST SAYING IT. IF YOU OMIT TO DO SO YOU MUST DO PENANCE." THE POSTULANT REPLIES: "I RECEIVE IT OF YOU AND OF THE CHURCH." THEN HE TURNS AND GIVE THANKS AND MAKE HIS MELIORAMENTUM (BOWING AT THE FEET OF THE ELDER). THEN THE ELDER ASKS THE POSTULANT, "MY BROTHER, DO YOU DESIRE TO GIVE YOURSELF TO OUR FAITH?" THE POSTULANT BEING ASKED THREE TIMES, AND ANSWERING "YES" ON ALL, MAKES A BOW AND ADVANCES ONE STEP BETWEEN EACH, SAYING "BLESS ME," TO WHICH THE ELDER REPLIES, "GOD BLESS AND KEEP YOU." AT THE THIRD TIME BOWING THUS THE POSTULANT ADDS, "LORD, PRAY TO GOD FOR ME, A SINNER, THAT HE WILL LEAD ME TO THE GOOD END," AND THE ELDER REPLIES,"GOD BLESS YOU AND MAKE YOU A GOOD CHRISTIAN AND BRING YOU TO THE GOOD END." ELDER: "DO YOU GIVE YOURSELF TO GOD AND THE GOSPEL? POSTULANT: "YES" ELDER: "DO YOU PROMISE THAT HENCEFORTH YOU WILL EAT NEITHER MEAT NOR EGGS, NOR CHEESE, NOR FAT, AND THAT YOU LIVE ONLY FROM WATER AND WOOD (I.E. VEGETABLES AND FISH), THAT YOU WILL NOT LIE, THAT YOU WILL NOT SWEAR, THAT YOU WILL NOT KILL, THAT YOU WILL NOT ABANDON YOUR BODY TO ANY FORM OF LUXURY, THAT YOU WILL NEVER GO ALONE WHEN IT IS POSSIBLE TO HAVE A COMPANION, THAT YOU WILL NEVER SLEEP WITHOUT BREECHES AND SHIRT AND THAT YOU WILL NEVER ABANDON YOUR FAITH FOR FEAR OF WATER, FIRE OR ANY OTHER MANNER OF DEATH?" POSTULANT: "YES" [...] YOU WISH TO RECEIVE THE SPIRITUAL BAPTISM WHEREBY THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GIVEN IN THE CHURCH OF GOD WITH THE HOLY PRAYER BY THE LAYING ON OF HANDS OF THE GOOD MEN. OF THIS BAPTISM OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST SAID IN THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO SAINT MATTHEW: "GO YE AND TEACH ALL NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], OF THE SON [JESUS], AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN]; TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER I HAVE COMMANDED YOU; AND LO, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, EVEN UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD." AND IN THE GOSPEL OF SAINT MARK HE SAID,"GO YE INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE. HE THAT BELIEVETH AND IS BAPTIZED SHALL BE SAVED, BUT HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT SHALL BE DAMNED". AND IN THE GOSPEL OF SAINT JOHN HE SAID TO NICODEMUS, "VERILY, VERILY I SAY UNTO THEE, EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN OF WATER AND THE SPIRIT HE CANNOT ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD." AND JOHN THE BAPTIST SPOKE OF THIS BAPTISM WHEN HE SAID, "I INDEED BAPTIZE YOU WITH WATER, BUT ONE MIGHTIER THAN I COMETH, THE LATCHET OF WHOSE SHOES I AM NOT WORTHY TO LOOSEN; HE SHALL BAPTIZE YOU WITH THE HOLY GHOST AND WITH FIRE." THIS GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BY THE LAYING ON OF HANDS HAS BEEN INSTITUTED BY JESUS CHRIST AS SAINT LUKE TELLS, AND HE SAID THAT HIS FRIENDS WOULD CONFER IT AS SAINT MARK SAYS, "THEY SHALL LAY HANDS ON THE SICK AND THEY SHALL RECOVER." AND ANANIAS CONFERRED THIS BAPTISM ON SAINT PAUL WHEN HE WAS CONVERTED. FOR SAINT LUKE SAYS THUS IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, "NOW WHEN THE APOSTLES WHICH WERE AT JERUSALEM HEARD THAT SAMARIA HAD RECEIVED THE WORD OF GOD, THEY SENT UNTO THEM PETER AND JOHN, WHO WHEN THEY WERE COME DOWN, PRAYED FOR THEM THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, FOR AS YET HE WAS FALLEN UPON NONE OF THEM." THEN THEY LAID THEIR HANDS ON THEM AND THEY RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT. THIS HOLY BAPTISM BY WHICH THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GIVEN THE CHURCH OF GOD HAS KEPT FROM THE APOSTLES UNTIL NOW, AND IT HAS COME FROM THE GOOD MEN TO THE GOOD MEN UNTIL NOW AND SHALL DO TILL THE END OF THE WORLD. AND YOU MUST UNDERSTAND THAT POWER IS GIVEN TO THE CHURCH OF GOD TO BIND AND TO, LOOSE, TO FORGIVE SINS AND TO RETAIN THEM, AS CHRIST SAID IN THE GOSPEL OF SAINT JOHN, "AS MY FATHER HATH SENT ME, EVEN SO SEND I YOU. AND WHEN HE HAD SAID, THIS HE BREATHED ON THEM AND SAITH UNTO THEM "RECEIVE YE THE HOLY GHOST"; WHATSOEVER SINS YE REMIT THEY ARE REMITTED UNTO THEM, AND WHATSOEVER SINS YE REGAIN, THEY ARE REGAINED." AND IN THE GOSPEL OF SAINT MATTHEW HE SAID TO SIMON PETER, "I SAY UNTO THEE THAT THOU ART PETER AND UPON THIS ROCK I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH, AND THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT. AND I WILL GIVE UNTO THEE THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, AND WHATSOEVER THOU SHALT BIND ON EARTH SHALL BE BOUND IN HEAVEN, AND WHATSOEVER THOU SHALT LOOSE ON EARTH SHALL BE LOOSED IN HEAVEN." AND AGAIN, "IF TWO OF YOU SHALL AGREE ON EARTH AS TOUCHING ANYTHING THAT THEY SHALL ASK, IT SHALL BE DONE FOR THEM OF MY FATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN. FOR WHERESOEVER TWO OR THREE ARE GATHERED IN MY NAME THERE AM I IN THE MIDST OF THEM" AND IN ANOTHER PLACE HE SAID, "HEAL THE SICK, CLEANSE THE LEPERS, RAISE THE DEAD, CAST OUT DEVILS" AND IN THE GOSPEL OF SAINT JOHN HE SAID, "HE THAT BELIEVETH ON ME, THE WORKS THAT I DO HE SHALL DO ALSO."  AND IN THE GOSPEL OF SAINT MARK HE SAID, "THESE SIGNS SHALL FOLLOW THEM THAT BELIEVE; IN MY NAME SHALL THEY CAST OUT DEVILS, THEY SHALL SPEAK WITH NEW TONGUES, THEY SHALL TAKE UP SERPENTS, AND IF THEY DRINK ANY DEADLY THING IT SHALL NOT HURT THEM, THEY SHALL LAY HANDS ON THE SICK AND THEY SHALL RECOVER." AND IN THE GOSPEL OF SAINT LUKE HE SAID, "BEHOLD I GIVE UNTO YOU POWER TO TREAD ON SERPENTS AND SCORPIONS AND OVER ALL THE POWER OF THE ENEMY AND NOTHING SHALL BY ANY MEANS HURT YOU." AND IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE THIS POWER YOU MUST KEEP ALL THE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST AND THE NEW TESTAMENT ACCORDING TO YOUR ABILITY. AND KNOW THAT HE HAS COMMANDED THAT MAN SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY OR MURDER OR LIE, THAT HE MUST NOT SWEAR ANY OATH, THAT HE SHALL NOT SEIZE OR ROB, NOR DO TO OTHERS WHAT HE WOULD NOT HAVE DONE TO HIMSELF, THAT MAN MUST FORGIVE WHOEVER WRONGS HIM AND LOVE HIS ENEMIES, PRAY FOR HIS DETRACTORS AND ACCUSERS AND BLESS THEM; AND IF ANYONE STRIKE HIM ON ONE CHEEK, TURN TO HIM THE OTHER ALSO, AND IF ANYONE TAKES AWAY HIS CLOAK, TO LEAVE HIM HIS COAT ALSO; AND THAT HE SHOULD NEITHER JUDGE NOR CONDEMN, AND MANY OTHER COMMANDMENTS WHICH THE LORD MADE FOR HIS CHURCH. ALSO, YOU MUST HATE THIS WORLD AND ITS WORKS AND THE THINGS OF THE WORLD, FOR SAINT JOHN SAYS IN HIS EPISTLE: "O MY BELOVED, LOVE NOT THE WORLD, NEITHER THE THINGS THAT ARE IN THE WORLD. IF ANY MAN, [SEXUALLY] LOVE THE WORLD THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF THE FATHER IS NOT IN HIM. FOR ALL THAT IS IN THE WORLD, THE LUST OF THE FLESH AND THE LUST OF THE EYES AND THE PRIDE OF LIFE, IS NOT OF THE FATHER BUT IS OF THE WORLD. AND THE WORLD PASSETH AWAY AND THE LUST THEREOF, BUT HE THAT DOETH THE WILL OF GOD ABIDETH FOR EVER." AND CHRIST SAID UNTO THE GENTILES, "THE WORLD CANNOT HATE YOU, BUT ME IT HATES BECAUSE I BEAR WITNESS OF IT THAT ITS WORKS ARE EVIL." AND IN THE BOOK OF SOLOMON, IT IS WRITTEN, "I HAVE SEEN ALL THE WORKS THAT ARE DONE UNDER THE SUN, AND BEHOLD, ALL IS VANITY AND VEXATION OF SPIRIT." AND JUDE THE BROTHER OF JAMES SAID FOR OUR INSTRUCTION IN HIS EPISTLE, "HATE THE SOLID GARMENT OF FLESH." AND BY THESE WITNESSES AND ANY OTHERS YOU MUST KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD AND HATE THE WORLD. AND IF YOU CONTINUE WELL TO THE END, WE HAVE THE HOPE THAT YOUR SOUL SHALL HAVE LIFE ETERNAL. AND THE CREDENT SHALL SAY, "I HAVE THIS WILL, PRAY TO GOD FOR ME THAT HE WILL GIVE ME HIS POWER" WITNESS (SAYS): "PARCITE NOBIS. GOOD CHRISTIANS WE PRAY YOU BY THE LOVE OF GOD THAT YOU GRANT THIS BLESSING, WHICH GOD HAD GIVEN YOU, TO OUR FRIEND HERE PRESENT." CREDENT, AFTER MAKING HIS MELIORAMENTUM (SAYS): "PARCITE NOBIS. FOR ALL THE SINS I HAVE EVER DONE IN THOUGHT, WORD AND DEED. I ASK PARDON OF GOD, OF THE CHURCH, AND OF YOU ALL."ASSEMBLY OF CATHARS AND WITNESSES (SAY): "BY GOD AND BY US AND BY THE CHURCH, MAY YOUR SINS BE FORGIVEN AND WE PRAY GOD TO FORGIVE YOU THEM."ADOREMUS, PATREM, ET FILIUM ET SPIRITUM SANCTAM. ADOREMUS, PATREM, ET FILIUM ET SPIRITUM SANCTAM. ADOREMUS, PATREM, ET FILIUM ET SPIRITUM SANCTAM. SUMMARY OF THE CONSOLAMENTUM (CONSOLAMENT) FIRST, THE POSTULANT WOULD NEED RECEIVE THE MELHORAMENTUM, A RITUAL TITLE DERIVED FROM AN OCCITAN WORD MEANING "IMPROVING." THE MELHORAMENTUM WAS THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT BY A BELIEVER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT DWELLING WITH THE PARFAIT. THE BELIEVER WOULD KNEEL AND, WITH BOTH HANDS FOLDED, BOW THREE TIMES TO THE GROUND; ON EACH GENUFLECTIONS THE BELIEVER WOULD SAY: "BLESS ME, LORD; PRAY FOR ME". THEN, THE CATHAR PRAYED,"LEAD US TO OUR RIGHTFUL END". THE PARFAIT, MAN OR WOMAN, THEN ANSWERED, "GOD BLESS YOU... IN OUR PRAYERS, WE ASK FROM GOD TO MAKE A GOOD CHRISTIAN OUT OF YOU AND LEAD YOU TO YOUR RIGHTFUL END". AFTER AN EXTENDED PERIOD OF TRAINING AND FASTING, AND AFTER THE APPLICANT HAD GONE THROUGH THE MELHORAMENTUM, THE RITE OF THE CONSOLAMENTUM PROCEEDED AS FOLLOWS: THE PARFAIT HELD THE BIBLE ABOVE THE KNEELING POSTULANT'S HEAD AND RECITED THE "BENEDICITE". THE POSTULANT RECEIVED FROM A PARFAIT A COPY OF THE "THE PATER" (LORD'S PRAYER). THE PARFAIT ADDRESSED THE POSTULANT AND EXPLAINED TO HIM FROM SCRIPTURE THE INDWELLING OF THE SPIRIT IN THE PARFAIT, AND HIS ADOPTION AS A SON BY GOD. THE LORD'S PRAYER WAS THEN REPEATED BY THE POSTULANT, THE PARFAIT EXPLAINING IT CLAUSE BY CLAUSE. THERE FOLLOWED THE RENUNCIATION, PRIMITIVE IN FORM, EXCEPT THAT IT WAS ADAPTED SO THAT THE POSTULANT SOLEMNLY RENOUNCED THE HARLOT CHURCH OF THE PERSECUTORS AND THEIR REPLICAS OF THE CROSS, THEIR SHAM BAPTISMS AND THEIR OTHER MAGICAL RITES. NEXT FOLLOWED THE SPIRITUAL BAPTISM ITSELF, CONSISTING OF THE IMPOSITION OF HANDS, AND THE TOUCHING OF THE GOSPEL ON THE POSTULANT'S HEAD. THE PARFAIT'S VOCATION WAS THEN DEFINED, HE OR SHE WAS REMINDED OF ALL THE THINGS THAT ARE FORBIDDEN, AND OF WHAT WAS REQUIRED OF THEM: PARDONING WRONGDOERS, LOVING ENEMIES, PRAYING FOR THOSE WHO CALUMNIATE AND ACCUSE, OFFERING THE OTHER CHEEK TO THE SMITER, GIVING UP ONE'S MANTLE TO HIM THAT TAKES ONE'S TUNIC, NEITHER JUDGING NOR CONDEMNING. ASKED IF HE WILL FULFIL EACH OF THESE REQUIREMENTS, THE POSTULANT ANSWERED: "I HAVE THIS WILL AND DETERMINATION. PRAY GOD FOR ME THAT HE, GIVE ME HIS STRENGTH". THE NEXT PART OF THE RITE EXACTLY REPRODUCED THE CONFITEOR AS IT EXISTED IN THE 2ND CENTURY, ASKING PARDON FOR PREVIOUS SINS. THEN FOLLOWED THE ACT OF CONSOLING. THE PARFAIT TOOK THE GOSPEL AND PLACED IT ON THE POSTULANT'S HEAD. OTHER PARFAITS PRESENT PLACED THEIR RIGHT HANDS ON THE POSTULANT'S HEAD. THEY THEN THREE TIMES ADORED THE FATHER AND SON AND HOLY SPIRIT AND SAID A PRAYER ASKING GOD TO WELCOME HIS SERVANT AND TO SEND DOWN THE HOLY SPIRIT. THEY THEN SAID THE PARCIAS, AND REPEATED THREE TIMES THE "LET US ADORE THE FATHER AND SON AND HOLY SPIRIT", AND THEN PRAY: "HOLY FATHER, WELCOME THY SERVANT IN THY JUSTICE AND SEND UPON HIM THY GRACE AND THY HOLY SPIRIT." THEN THEY REPEATED THE ADORATION AND THE THE LORD'S PRAYER, THEN READ THE JOHN GOSPEL (1:1-17). THIS WAS THE MOST SOLEMN PART OF THE RITE, FOR THE POSTULANT WAS NOW A PARFAIT. THE NEW PARFAIT WAS, GIRT WITH A SACRED THREAD ROUND THE TORSO. THE PARFAIT WOULD THEN BE CLAD IN A BLACK GOWN. ALL PARFAITS PRESENT WOULD GIVE THE KISS OF PEACE AND THE RITE WAS OVER. IN THE INQUISITORIAL DEPOSITION OF GUILLAUME TARDIEU DE LA GALIOLE (TRANSLATED BY JEAN DUVERNOY, LE DOSSIER DE MONTSÉGUR: INTERROGATOIRES D'LNQUISITION 1242-1247), THE FOLLOWING CEREMONY IS RECOUNTED: ...THEN, ON THIS PARFAIT'S REQUEST, I DEVOTED MYSELF TO GOD AND THE GOSPEL AND PROMISED TO NO LONGER EAT MEAT, EGGS, CHEESE AND FAT APART FROM OIL AND FISH. I ALSO PROMISED NOT TO SWEAR IN ALL MY LIFE, AND TO FORSAKE THE SECT OUT OF FEAR OF FIRE, WATER AND OTHER KINDS OF DEATH. AFTER THIS OATH, I RECITED THE PATER NOSTER IN THE PARFAITS' MANNER, THEN THE PERFAIT HELD THE BOOK ABOVE MY HEAD AND READ THE GOSPEL OF SAINT JOHN. AFTER THIS, THEY GAVE ME PEACE FIRST WITH THE BOOK AND THEN WITH THE MOUTH, KISSING ME TWICE ACROSS THE MOUTH AND PRAYED GOD, AMIDST MUCH KNEELING AND "VENIAS."
THE BOOK OF THE TWO PRINCIPLES
PART 1. ON FREE WILL 
[1] HERE BEGINS THE BOOK OF THE TWO PRINCIPLES.    SINCE MANY PERSONS ARE HAMPERED IN RIGHTLY UNDERSTAND THE TRUTH, TO ENLIGHTEN THEM, TO STIMULATE THOSE WHO DO HAVE RIGHT UNDERSTANDING, AND ALSO FOR THE DELIGHT OF MY SOUL, I HAVE MADE IT MY PURPOSE TO EXPLAIN OUR TRUE FAITH BY EVIDENCE FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES AND WITH EMINENTLY SUITABLE ARGUMENTS, INVOKING TO MY EFFORTS THE AID OF THE FATHER, OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
[2] ON THE TWO PRINCIPLES. TO THE HONOR OF THE MOST HOLY FATHER, I WISH TO BEGIN MY DISCUSSION CONCERNING THE TWO PRINCIPLES BY REFUTING THE BELIEF IN ONE PRINCIPLE, HOWEVER MUCH THIS MAY CONTRADICT WELL-NIGH ALL RELIGIOUS PERSONS. WE MAY COMMENCE AS FOLLOWS: EITHER THERE IS ONLY ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE, OR THERE IS MORE THAN ONE. IF, INDEED, THERE WERE ONE AND NOT MORE, AS THE UNENLIGHTENED SAY, THEN, OF NECESSITY, HE WOULD BE EITHER GOOD OR EVIL…BUT SURELY NOT EVIL, SINCE THEN ONLY EVIL WOULD PROCEED FROM HIM AND NOT GOOD, AS CHRIST SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED MATTHEW: "AND THE EVIL TREE BRINGETH FORTH EVIL FRUIT. A GOOD TREE CANNOT BRING FORTH EVIL FRUIT, NEITHER CAN AN EVIL TREE BRING FORTH GOOD FRUIT."  AND THE BLESSED JAMES SAYS IN HIS EPISTLE: "DOTH A FOUNTAIN, SEND FORTH OUT OF THE SAME HOLE SWEET AND BITTER WATER? CAN THE FIG TREE, MY BRETHREN, BEAR GRAPES; OR THE VINE, FIGS? SO, NEITHER CAN THE SALT WATER YIELD SWEET." 
[3] ON THE GOODNESS OF GOD. NOW, OUR OPPONENTS ARE CLEAR IN THEIR ASSERTION THAT GOD IS GOOD, HOLY, JUST, WISE, AND TRUE; THAT HE IS ALSO CALLED PURE GOODNESS AND IS ABOVE ALL PRAISE, AS THEY SEEK TO PROVE BY THE FOLLOWING CITATIONS AND MANY OTHERS OF LIKE NATURE. FOR JESUS THE SON OF SIRACH SAYS: "GLORIFY THE LORD AS MUCH AS EVER YOU CAN, FOR HE WILL YET FAR EXCEED, AND HIS MAGNIFICENCE IS WONDERFUL. BLESSING THE LORD, EXALT HIM AS MUCH AS YOU CAN, FOR HE IS ABOVE ALL PRAISE."  AND DAVID SAYS "GREAT IS THE LORD, AND GREATLY TO BE PRAISED; AND OF HIS GREATNESS THERE IS NO END", AND AGAIN, "GREAT IS OUR LORD, AND GREAT IS HIS POWER; AND OF HIS WISDOM THERE IS NO NUMBER."  AND PAUL SAYS TO THE ROMANS: "O THE DEPTH OF THE RICHES OF THE WISDOM AND OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD! HOW INCOMPREHENSIBLE ARE HIS JUDGMENTS AND HOW UNSEARCHABLE HIS WAYS, AND SO ON, AND IN THE LIBER DE CAUSIS IS WRITTEN, "THE FIRST CAUSE IS FAR GREATER THAN CAN BE DESCRIBED." 
[4] THAT GOD KNOWS ALL THINGS FROM ETERNITY. WHENCE THEY STOUTLY AFFIRM THAT GOD KNOWS ALL THINGS FROM ETERNITY BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF HIS WISDOM; THAT ALL THE PAST, THE PRESENT, AND THE FUTURE ARE ALWAYS BEFORE HIM AND HE KNOWS ALL THINGS BEFORE THEY COME TO PASS, AS SAYS SUSANNA IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL, "O ETERNAL GOD, WHO KNOWEST HIDDEN THINGS, WHO KNOWEST ALL THINGS BEFORE THEY COME TO PASS."  AND JESUS, SON OF SIRACH, SAYS, "FOR ALL THINGS WERE KNOWN TO THE LORD GOD BEFORE THEY WERE CREATED; SO ALSO, AFTER THEY WERE PERFECTED, HE BEHOLDETH ALL THINGS."  AND THE APOSTLE WRITES TO THE HEBREWS, "NEITHER IS THERE ANY CREATURE INVISIBLE IN HIS SIGHT, BUT ALL THINGS ARE NAKED AND OPEN TO HIS EYES. 
[5] ON THE GOODNESS, HOLINESS, AND JUSTICE OF GOD. IT IS CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED, MOREOVER, THAT OUR LORD GOD IS GOOD, HOLY, AND JUST, AS IS SAID ABOVE. FOR DAVID SAYS: "HOW GOOD IS GOD TO ISRAEL, TO THEM THAT ARE OF A RIGHT HEART";  AND AGAIN, "THE LORD IS FAITHFUL IN ALL HIS WORDS AND HOLY IN ALL HIS WORKS";  AND AGAIN, "THE LORD IS SWEET AND RIGHTEOUSNESS; THEREFORE HE WILL GIVE A LAW TO SINNERS IN THE WAY"; AND AGAIN, GOD IS A JUST JUDGE, STRONG AND PATIENT; IS HE ANGRY EVERY DAY?" AND IN THE BOOK OF WISDOM IT IS WRITTEN, "FOR SO MUCH THEN AS THOU ART JUST, THOU ORDEREST ALL THINGS JUSTLY." 
[6] ON THE OMNIPOTENCE OF GOD. FOR THE LORD IS CALLED OMNIPOTENT, AS OUR OPPONENTS AVOW, AND HE CAN DO WHATSOEVER PLEASES HIM; NOR CAN ANYONE RESIST HIM," OR SAY, "WHY DOST THOU SO?" AS ECCLESIASTES SAYS: FOR HE WILL DO ALL THAT PLEASETH HIM AND HIS WORD IS FULL OF POWER; NEITHER CAN ANY MAN SAY TO HIM: 'WHY DOST THOU SO?' "  AND DAVID SAYS, "BUT OUR GOD IN HEAVEN; HE HATH DONE ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER HE WOULD," AND IN THE APOCALYPSE IS WRITTEN: "SAITH THE LORD GOD, WHO IS AND WHO WAS, AND WHO IS TO COME, THE ALMIGHTY." AND AGAIN, "GREAT AND WONDERFUL ARE THY WORKS, O LORD GOD ALMIGHTY! JUST AND TRUE ARE THY WAYS, O KING OF AGES! WHO SHALL NOT FEAR THEE, O LORD, AND MAGNIFY, THY NAME? FOR THOU ONLY ART HOLY." 
[7] ON THE FIRST PROPOSITION, AGAINST MY OPPONENTS. AT THIS POINT I TAKE ISSUE WITH THE THESIS (SENTENTIAM) OF THOSE WHO ASSERT THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE. FOR I SAY: ASSUME THAT GOD—WHO IS GOOD, JUST, HOLY, WISE, RIGHTEOUS, "FAITHFUL IN ALL HIS WORDS, AND HOLY IN ALL HIS WORKS," WHO IS ALMIGHTY AND KNOWS ALL THINGS BEFORE THEY COME TO PASS, AS I HAVE SHOWN ABOVE—CREATED AND ARRAYED HIS ANGELS AS HE CHOSE FROM THE BEGINNING THROUGH HIMSELF ALONE AND WITHOUT ANY APPARENT EXTRANEOUS COMPULSION FROM ANYONE; AND ASSUME, FURTHER, THAT THAT HE KNEW THE FATE OF ALL HIS ANGELS BEFORE THEY CAME INTO BEING, BECAUSE WITHIN HIS PROVIDENCE EXISTED ALL THE CAUSES FOR WHICH THOSE ANGELS MUST BE FOUND WANTING IN THE FUTURE AND MUST REMAIN FOR ALL TIME THINGS OF EVIL AND DEMONS IN HIS SIGHT, AS NEARLY ALL OUR OPPONENTS SAY: THEN, WITHOUT DOUBT, IT FOLLOWS INELUCTABLY THAT THOSE ANGELS COULD NEVER REMAIN GOOD, HOLY, OR HUMBLE WITH THEIR LORD, IN WHOSE POWER OF NECESSITY ALL THINGS OCCURRED FROM ETERNITY, EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT TO WHICH GOD HIMSELF HAD KNOWLEDGE FROM THE BEGINNING. FOR ONE WHO KNOWS FULLY ALL THINGS THAT SHALL COME TO PASS IS POWERLESS, IN SO FAR AS HE IS SELF-CONSISTENT, TO DO ANYTHING EXCEPT THAT WHICH HE HIMSELF HAS KNOWN FROM ETERNITY THAT HE SHALL DO. THIS I PROVE. 
[8] ON IMPOSSIBILITY. FOR I SAY THAT JUST AS IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THAT WHICH IS PAST NOT TO BE IN THE PAST, SO IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THAT WHICH IS IN THE FUTURE NOT TO BE IN THE FUTURE. THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE IN GOD, WHO FROM THE BEGINNING UNDERSTOOD AND KNEW THAT WHICH WOULD COME TO PASS, SO THAT EXISTENCE AS SOMETHING STILL TO COME WAS POSSIBLE FOR AN EVENT BEFORE IT OCCURRED. IT WAS WITHOUT DOUBT NECESSARY THAT THE FUTURE ITS (II SHOULD EXIST WHOLLY IN HIM, BECAUSE HE WOULD KNOW AND UNDERSTAND FROM ETERNITY ALL THE CAUSES WHICH ARE REQUIRED FOR BRINGING THE FUTURE TO FRUITION. AND IT IS THE MORE-TRUE SINCE, IF THERE IS ONLY ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE, GOD HIMSELF IS THE SOLE CAUSE OF ALL CAUSES; AND ABOVE ALL IF IT IS FACT, AS THE OPPONENTS OF TRUTH ASSERT, THAT GOD DOES WHATEVER PLEASES HIMSELF AND HIS MIGHT IS NOT AFFECTED BY ANYONE. I SAY FURTHER: IF GOD UNDERSTOOD ALL THINGS FROM THE BEGINNING AND KNEW THAT HIS ANGELS WOULD IN THE FUTURE BECOME DEMONS, BECAUSE OF THE CHARACTER WHICH HE HIMSELF GAVE THEM FROM THE BEGINNING (BECAUSE ALL THE CAUSES WHICH WOULD MAKE THOSE ANGELS BECOME DEMONS IN THE FUTURE AROSE ENTIRELY WITHIN HIS PROVIDENCE AND IT DID NOT PLEASE GOD TO MAKE THEM OTHERWISE THAN HE DID), IT OF NECESSITY FOLLOWS THAT THE AFORE- SAID ANGELS COULD NEVER IN ANY WAY HAVE AVOIDED BECOMING DEMONS. AND THIS IS PARTICULARLY TRUE BECAUSE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT ANYTHING WHICH GOD KNOWS TO BE FUTURE MAY BE IN ANY WAY CHANGED SO THAT IT DOES NOT COME TO PASS IN THE FUTURE—ABOVE ALL, IN HIM WHO FROM ETERNITY KNOWS THE FUTURE COMPLETELY, AS WE HAVE JUST SEEN EXPLAINED. HOW, THEN, CAN THE UNLEARNED SAY THAT THE AFORESAID ANGELS COULD REMAIN GOOD, HOLY, AND HUMBLE WITH THEIR LORD FOR ALL TIME, SINCE IT WAS FROM ETERNITY UTTERLY IMPOSSIBLE IN GOD? THEY ARE THEREFORE BY THE MOST VALID REASONING FORCED TO CONFESS THAT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR THESIS GOD KNOWINGLY AND IN FULL AWARENESS CREATED AND MADE HIS ANGELS OF SUCH IMPERFECTION FROM THE BEGINNING THAT THEY COULD IN NO WAY ESCAPE EVIL. AND SO, GOD HIMSELF, OF WHOM THE WORDS GOOD, HOLY, JUST, WISE, AND RIGHTEOUS WERE USED ABOVE, WHO IS ABOVE ALL PRAISE, AS WAS PREVIOUSLY DECLARED, WAS THE WHOLE CAUSE AND ORIGIN OF ALL EVIL—WHICH IS OBVIOUSLY TO BE DENIED. FOR THIS REASON, WE ARE REQUIRED TO ACKNOWLEDGE TWO PRINCIPLES. ONE IS GOOD. THE OTHER IS EVIL, THE SOURCE AND CAUSE OF THE IMPERFECTION OF THE ANGELS AND ALSO OF ALL EVIL." 
[9] A REPLY TO THE FOREGOING. BUT PERCHANCE SOMEONE WILL SAY: THE WISDOM AND PROVIDENCE WHICH GOD HIMSELF HAD FROM THE BEGINNING, INDUCED IN HIS OWN CREATURES NO UNAVOIDABLE NECESSITY TO DO GOOD OR TO DO EVIL. FOR THIS, PERHAPS, THEY MIGHT OFFER AN ILLUSTRATION THUS: IF A CERTAIN MAN IN A MANSION SHOULD SEE ANOTHER MAN WALKING OF HIS OWN FREE WILL ALONG A WAY," ONE MIGHT PERCHANCE SAY THAT IT IS NOT THE WISDOM NOR THE FORESIGHT OF HIM IN THE MANSION WHICH MAKES THE OTHER MAN WALK ALONG THE WAY, EVEN THOUGH THE FORMER IS FULLY COGNIZANT OF AND SEES THE WAY THE OTHER IS GOING. SO, WITH GOD. ALTHOUGH HE KNEW FULLY AND FORESAW FROM ETERNITY THE FATE OF ALL HIS ANGELS, HIS WISDOM AND PROVIDENCE DID NOT MAKE HIS ANGLES BECOME DEMONS, BUT THEY BECAME DEMONS AND THINGS OF EVIL BY THEIR OWN WILL, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT WISH TO REMAIN HOLY AND HUMBLE BEFORE THEIR LORD, BUT WICKEDLY PUFFED THEMSELVES UP IN PRIDE AGAINST HIM. 
[10] REJECTION OF THE PRECEDING ILLUSTRATION. ONE MUST IN TRUTH REJECT THIS VERY MISLEADING ILLUSTRATION. SINCE GOD IN HIMSELF WAS—IN THE VIEW OF OUR OPPONENTS—FROM THE BEGINNING WHOLLY THE CAUSE OF ALL HIS ANGELS, THEY INDUBITABLY DERIVED EXCLUSIVELY AND ESSENTIALLY FROM HIM, IN A WAY THAT WAS PLEASING TO HIM, THE CHARACTER, THE FORMATION OR CREATION, WHICH GOD HIMSELF GAVE THEM. AND, ACCORDING TO THESE PERSONS, THAT WHICH THE ANGELS WERE, THEY WERE THROUGH HIM WHOLLY, IN ALL THEIR CAUSES WHICH MADE IT INEVITABLE FOR THEM TO BECOME DEMONS IN THE CHARACTERISTICS, NOR DID THEY DERIVE ANYTHING AT ALL FROM ANY OTHER THAN HIM ALONE, NOR DID IT PLEASE THEIR GOD TO CREATE OR MAKE THE ANGELS OTHERWISE FROM THE BEGINNING. FOR THESE PERSONS BELIEVE THAT HAD HE SO WISHED, HE COULD MOST EASILY HAVE MADE THEM OTHERWISE. AND SO, IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT GOD DID NOT SEEK TO MAKE HIS ANGELS PERFECT FROM THE BEGINNING, BUT KNOWINGLY AND IN FULL AWARENESS ENDOWED THEM WITH ALL FUTURE. THIS WAS, OF NECESSITY, WITHIN THE POWER OF GOD, IN WHOM ALL THINGS OCCUR INEVITABLY FROM ETERNITY. WHENCE, THE ASSERTION THAT THE WISDOM OR PROVIDENCE OF GOD DID NOT CAUSE HIS ANGELS TO BECOME THINGS OF EVIL AND DEMONS IS NOT VALID IN THE SAME SENSE AS IS THE STATEMENT THAT THE FORESIGHT OF THE MAN IN THE MANSION DID NOT CAUSE THE OTHER MAN TO WALK A LONG THE WAY. ABOVE ALL, THIS IS TRUE BECAUSE HE WHO WALKED ALONG THE WAY IS NOT THE CREATURE OF HIM WHO IS IN THE MANSION, NOR DOES HE HAVE HIS BEING OR EVEN HIS STRENGTH FROM HIM. BUT IF ONE HAD HIS STRENGTH FROM THE OTHER AND ALL THE CAUSES WHATSOEVER WHICH WERE NECESSARY FOR COMPLETION OF THAT JOURNEY—JUST AS THE AFORESAID ANGELS, ACCORDING TO THE BELIEF OF OUR OPPONENTS, HAD THEM FROM THEIR GOD—IT WOULD BE UNTRUE TO SAY THAT THE FORESIGHT OF THE MAN IN THE MANSION DID NOT MAKE  THE OTHER MAN WALK ALONG THE WAY, FOR IT IS CLEAR THAT THE LATTER WOULD WALK ONLY BECAUSE OF THE FORMER, AS IS MOST PLAINLY EXPLAINED ABOVE WITH REFERENCE TO GOD. AND SO, NO MAN CAN RATIONALLY CONDEMN [DAMN] THOSE ANGELS WHEN, OWING TO THE CHARACTER WHICH THEY HAD FROM THEIR LORD, THEY COULD DO NO OTHER THAN THEY DID. IN THE SAME WAY THAT AN ETHIOPIAN CANNOT CHANGE HIS SKIN OR A LEOPARD HIS SPOTS, BECAUSE OF THE NATURE WHICH THEY HAVE FROM THEIR MAKER, SO THE ANGELS, IF WE ACCEPT THE BELIEF OF OUR OPPONENTS, COULD IN NO WAY AVOID EVIL, BECAUSE OF THE CHARACTER WHICH THEIR GOD GAVE TO THEM FROM THE BEGINNING. THIS IS A MOST WICKED BELIEF. BUT NOW OUR OPPONENTS MAY, IF THEY CAN, EAGERLY TRY ANOTHER WAY OF ESCAPE. FOR THEY PLAINLY SAY: HAD HE WISHED IT, GOD MIGHT WELL FROM THE BEGINNING HAVE MADE HIS ANGELS OF SUCH PERFECTION THAT THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN QUITE UNABLE TO SIN OR TO DO EVIL, AND THIS ON THREE COUNTS, WHICH ARE THAT HE IS ALMIGHTY, THAT HE KNOWS ALL THINGS FROM ETERNITY, AND THAT HIS OMNIPOTENCE IS NOT QUALIFIED BY ANYONE. BUT GOD WAS NOT WILLING TO MAKE THEM OF SUCH PERFECTION; AND THEY ADVANCE THIS REASON: IF GOD HAD FROM THE BEGINNING MADE HIS ANGELS OF SUCH PERFECTION THAT THEY COULD COMMIT NO SIN OR EVIL OF ANY KIND BUT INEVITABLY MUST OBEY THEIR LORD, THE LORD HIMSELF WOULD HAVE GIVEN THEM NO THANKS FOR THEIR OBEDIENCE OR SERVICE. FOR THUS GOD COULD SAY TO THEM: I GIVE YOU NO THANKS FOR YOUR SERVICE, SINCE YOU CANNOT ACT OTHERWISE. PERHAPS OUR OPPONENTS MIGHT OFFER AN ILLUSTRATION OF THIS POINT: IF A CERTAIN LORD HAD A SERVANT "WHO KNEW THE WILL OF HIS LORD" IN ALL THINGS AND COULD DO NOTHING AT ALL EXCEPT FOLLOW IT, THIS LORD THEY SAY, WOULD GIVE NO THANKS AT ALL TO HIS SERVANT FOR HIS SERVICE, BECAUSE THE LATTER WOULD BE UNABLE TO ACT OTHERWISE. 
[11] ON THE FREE WILL OF THE ANGELS. AND THUS, THEY SAY, GOD CREATED HIS ANGELS OF SUCH NATURE FROM THE BEGINNING THAT THEY COULD AT THEIR PLEASURE DO GOOD OR EVIL; AND THEY CALL THIS "FREE WILL" (LIBERUM ARBITRIUM) OR, ACCORDING TO SOME OF THEM, "CHOICE" (ARBITRIUM), TO WILL A CERTAIN FREE STRENGTH OR POWER BY WHICH HE TO WHOM IT IS GIVEN IS EQUALLY CAPABLE OF GOOD OR EVIL. AND SO, THEY INSIST THAT GOD IN REASON AND JUSTICE COULD ALLOT GLORY OR PUNISHMENT TO THE ANGELS; THAT IS TO SAY, THEY MIGHT RECEIVE PUNISHMENT BECAUSE THEY WERE ABLE TO DO GOOD AND DID NOT. THUS, GOD COULD REASONABLY SAY TO THEM: "COME, YE BLESSED OF MY FATHER, POSSESS YOU THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD; FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME TO EAT, I WAS THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME TO DRINK," I AND SO ON. THIS IS AS IF HE WERE TO SAY: YOU WERE ABLE TO REFRAIN FROM GIVING BUT BECAUSE YOU GAVE, THERE-FORE DO YOU IN REASON AND JUSTICE POSSESS THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. THEN, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE LORD HIMSELF COULD REASONABLY SAY TO SINNERS: "DEPART FROM ME, YOU CURSED, INTO EVERLASTING FIRE WHICH WAS PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS; FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME NOT TO EAT, I WAS THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME NOT TO DRINK,” AND SO ON. THIS IS AS IF HE WERE TO SAY: YOU WERE ABLE TO GIVE AND DID NOT; THEREFORE, BY REASON AND JUSTICE WILL YOU GO TO THE FIRE ETERNAL. FOR, THEY SAY, IF THEY HAD NO POWER AT ALL TO GIVE HIM TO EAT OR DRINK, BY WHAT REASON COULD THE LORD HIMSELF HAVE SAID TO THEM, "FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME NOT TO EAT, I WAS THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME NOT TO DRINK," AND SO ON? THEREFORE, THEY AFFIRM, GOD DID NOT WISH TO CREATE HIS ANGELS PERFECT, THAT IS, OF SUCH PERFECTION THAT THEY WERE QUITE UNABLE TO SIN OR TO DO EVIL, FOR THE LORD HIMSELF WOULD HAVE SHOWN THEM NO FAVOR FOR THEIR SERVICE, AS HAS ALREADY BEEN SAID. THEY ALSO SAY THAT GOD WAS NOT WILLING TO CREATE THE ANGELS OF SUCH NATURE THAT THEY COULD ALWAYS DO ONLY EVIL AND NOT GOOD, BECAUSE THE AFORESAID ANGELS COULD REASONABLY EXCUSE THEMSELVES, SAYING: WE WERE UNABLE TO DO ANYTHING BUT EVIL BECAUSE OF THE CHARACTER WHICH YOU GAVE US FROM THE BEGINNING. SO, THEY SAY THAT GOD CREATED HIS ANGELS OF SUCH CHARACTER FROM THE BEGINNING THAT THEY COULD DO GOOD AND EVIL. AS A RESULT, THE LORD HIMSELF COULD REASONABLY JUDGE HIS ANGELS, IN THAT THEY WERE ABLE TO SIN AND HAD NOT SINNED, OR THEY COULD REFRAIN FROM SIN AND HAD SINNED. AND THUS, OUR OPPONENTS UNWISELY EXULT AT OUR EXPENSE.
[12] REFUTATION OF THE THESIS OF OUR OPPONENTS. I SHALL NOW CLARIFY WHAT HAS JUST BEEN SAID, NAMELY, THEIR DECLARATION THAT IF GOD HAD MADE HIS ANGELS PERFECT FROM THE BEGINNING, IN SUCH PERFECTION THAT THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO SIN AT ALL OR TO DO EVIL, THE LORD WOULD HAVE GIVEN THEM NO THANKS FOR THEIR SERVICE BECAUSE THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO DO OTHERWISE. I AM CONVINCED THAT THEIR STATEMENT GREATLY STRENGTHENS MY POSITION. FOR IF GOD SHOWS FAVOR TO ANYONE FOR HIS SERVICE, THIS SEEMS TO ME NECESSARILY TO FOLLOW: NAMELY, THAT THERE IS SOMETHING WANTING TO GOD AND TO HIS WILL, THAT HE WISHES FOR AND DESIRES SOMETHING DONE WHICH DOES NOT YET EXIST, OR THAT HE DESIRES TO HAVE WHAT HE DOES NOT HAVE. AND SO, PURSUANT TO THIS, IT SEEMS THAT WE CAN SERVE GOD BY FULFILLING WHAT IS WANTING TO HIS WILL OR BY RENDERING TO HIM SOMETHING WHICH HE NEEDS AND DESIRES, EITHER FOR HIMSELF OR FOR OTHERS, AS THE GOSPEL TEXT QUOTED ABOVE CLEARLY IMPLIES, TO WIT: "FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME TO EAT, I WAS THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME TO DRINK," AND SO ON; AND AGAIN, "AS LONG AS YOU DID IT TO ONE OF THESE MY LEAST BRETHREN, YOU DID IT TO ME."  AND AGAIN, CHRIST SAID TO JERUSALEM, "HOW OFTEN WOULD I HAVE GATHERED TOGETHER THY CHILDREN, AS THE HEN DOTH GATHER HER CHICKENS UNDER HER WINGS, AND THOU WOULDST NOT?"  AND THE LORD, SPEAKING THROUGH EZECHIEL TO SAMARIA, SAYS, "THY UNCLEANNESS IS EXECRABLE. BECAUSE I DESIRED TO CLEANSE THEE AND THOU ART NOT CLEANSED FROM THY FILTHINESS."  FROM THIS IT SEEMS MANIFEST THAT THE WILL OF GOD AND OF HIS SON, JESUS CHRIST, WAS NOT THEN WHOLLY FULFILLED. THIS WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE, WERE THERE ONLY ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE, GOOD, HOLY, JUST, AND PERFECT. HENCE, THIS IS THE BASIS ON WHICH WE CAN SERVE GOD AND CHRIST, WHEN WE CARRY OUT THEIR WILL WITH THE AID OF THE TRUE FATHER, NAMELY, BY ALLEVIATING HUNGER AND OTHER HURTFUL THINGS AMONG THE CREATURES OF THE GOOD LORD. THEN THE LORD HIMSELF MAY THANK US FOR FULFILLING THAT WHICH HE WISHES FOR AND DESIRES TO EXIST. AND THIS SEEMS TO UPHOLD MY THESIS, FOR NEITHER GOD NOR MAN CAN DESIRE OR WISH ANYTHING UNLESS FIRST HE HAVE THAT WHICH HE DOES NOT DESIRE AND WHICH TROUBLES HIM, EITHER ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT OR ON ANOTHER'S BEHALF. IN PARTICULAR, TO DECLARE THAT THIS PRINCIPLE COULD BE BURDENED WITH ANYTHING WHICH HE DOES NOT DESIRE, AND THAT THERE COULD BE SOMETHING WHICH COULD TROUBLE HIM AND MAKE HIM SORROWFUL ON HIS OWN BEHALF OR FOR OTHERS SEEMS QUITE IN CONTRADICTION TO THE POSITION OF THOSE WHO SAY THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE, WHOLE AND PERFECT. [THIS COULD NOT BE] UNLESS HE WERE DIVIDED AGAINST HIMSELF, HARMFUL TO HIS VERY SELF AND HIS SON, THAT IS TO SAY, BY HIMSELF ALONE WITHOUT EXTRANEOUS COMPULSION FROM ANYONE DOING THAT WHICH WOULD BE WHOLLY CONTRARY TO HIMSELF AND TO HIS OWN IN THE FUTURE, THAT WHICH WOULD MAKE HIM SAD, SORROWFUL, AND DOLOROUS. FOR THAT LORD WHO, ACCORDING TO OUR OPPONENTS, CREATED MALE AND FEMALE AND ALL OTHER LIVING THINGS SAYS IN GENESIS, "AND BEING TOUCHED INWARDLY WITH SORROW OF HEART, HE SAID, 'I WILL DESTROY MAN, WHOM I HAVE CREATED, FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH, FROM MAN EVEN TO BEASTS, FROM THE CREEPING THING EVEN TO THE FOWLS OF THE AIR, FOR IT REPENTETH ME THAT I HAVE MADE THEM."  THIS THE TRUE GOD MOST CERTAINLY WOULD NOT DO IN AND OF HIMSELF, WERE THERE BUT ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE, HOLY AND PERFECT. HOWEVER, THE ABOVE TEXT CAN BE INTERPRETED AS THOUGH HE SAID: THERE IS ANOTHER, A PRINCIPLE OF EVIL, WHICH MAKES MY HEART TO SORROW BY SO ACTING AGAINST MY CREATION THAT IT COMPELS ME TO DESTROY THE CREATED FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH BECAUSE OF THEIR SINS. THIS PRINCIPLE MAKES ME REPENT THAT I MADE THEM, THAT IS TO SAY, [MAKES ME] SUFFER ON THEIR ACCOUNT. ON THE OTHER HAND, FOLLOWING THE DOCTRINE OF ONE PRINCIPLE, THE TEXT IS BEST UNDERSTOOD THUS: IT REPENTETH ME THAT I HAVE MADE THEM; NAMELY, I SHALL HAVE TO UNDERGO SUFFERING AND PAIN IN THE FUTURE, THROUGH MYSELF ALONE, BECAUSE I MADE THEM. AND SO, IT SEEMS MANIFEST, ACCORDING TO THE DOCTRINE OF THOSE PERSONS WHO BELIEVE THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE, THAT THIS GOD AND HIS SON, JESUS CHRIST, WHO, ACCORDING TO THEM ARE ONE AND THE SAME, CAUSES HIMSELF SADNESS, SORROW, AND SUFFERING, BEARING PAIN IN HIMSELF WITHOUT ANY EXTRANEOUS INTERVENTION BY ANYONE. BUT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE AND WICKED TO BELIEVE THIS OF THE TRUE GOD. 
[13] ON THE PRINCIPLE OF EVIL. THEREFORE, IT BEHOOVES US OF NECESSITY TO CONFESS THAT THERE IS ANOTHER PRINCIPLE, ONE OF EVIL, WHO WORKS MOST WICKEDLY AGAINST THE TRUE GOD AND HIS CREATION; AND THIS PRINCIPLE SEEMS TO MOVE GOD AGAINST HIS OWN CREATION AND THE CREATION AGAINST ITS GOD, AND CAUSES GOD HIMSELF TO WISH FOR AND DESIRE THAT WHICH IN AND OF HIMSELF HE COULD NEVER WISH FOR AT ALL. THUS, IT IS THAT THROUGH THE COMPULSION OF THE EVIL ENEMY GOD YEARNS AND IS WEARIED, RELENTS, IS BURDENED, AND IS SERVED BY HIS OWN CREATURES. WHENCE GOD SAYS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH ISAIAH: "BUT THOU HAST MADE ME TO SERVE WITH THY SINS, THOU HAST WEARIED ME WITH THY INIQUITIES", AND AGAIN, "I AM WEARY OF BEARING THEM."  AND MALACHI SAYS, "YOU HAVE WEARIED THE LORD WITH YOUR WORDS."  AND DAVID SAYS, "AND [HE] REPENTED ACCORDING TO THE MULTITUDE OF HIS MERCIES."  AND THE APOSTLE SAYS IN HIS FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, "FOR WE ARE GOD'S COADJUTORS."  OF THE COMPULSION OF GOD, HOWEVER, THE LORD HIMSELF SAYS TO SATAN IN THE BOOK OF JOB, "BUT THOU HAST MOVED ME AGAINST HIM, THAT I SHOULD AFFLICT HIM WITHOUT CAUSE."  AND THROUGH EZECHIEL THE SAME LORD SAYS, "AND WHEN THEY CAUGHT THE SOULS OF MY PEOPLE, THEY GAVE LIFE TO THEIR SOULS. AND THEY VIOLATED ME AMONG MY PEOPLE, FOR A HANDFUL OF BARLEY AND A PIECE OF BREAD, TO KILL SOULS WHICH SHOULD NOT DIE AND TO SAVE SOULS ALIVE WHICH SHOULD NOT LIVE." AND THE LORD, LAMENTING OVER HIS PEOPLE, SAYS THROUGH ISAIAH: "BECAUSE I CALLED AND YOU DID NOT ANSWER; I SPOKE AND YOU DID NOT HEAR, AND YOU DID EVIL IN MY EYES, AND YOU HAVE CHOSEN THE THINGS THAT DISPLEASE ME." "AND SO, IT APPEARS PLAINLY THAT THIS CONCEPT OF HOW ONE MAY SERVE GOD BUTTRESSES MY ARGUMENT. FOR IF THERE WERE ONLY ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE, HOLY, JUST, AND GOOD, AS HAS BEEN DECLARED OF THE TRUE LORD GOD IN THE FOREGOING, HE WOULD NOT MAKE HIMSELF SORROWFUL, SAD, OR DOLOROUS; NEITHER WOULD HE BEAR PAIN IN HIMSELF, NOR GROW WEARY OR REPENT, NOR BE AIDED BY ANYONE, NOR BE BURDENED WITH THE SINS OF ANYONE, NOR YEARN OR WISH FOR ANYTHING TO BE DONE WHICH WAS DELAYED IN COMING TO PASS, SINCE NOTHING AT ALL COULD BE DONE CONTRARY TO HIS WILL; NOR COULD HE BE MOVED BY ANYONE OR INJURED, NOR COULD THERE BE ANYTHING WHICH WOULD TROUBLE GOD, BUT ALL THINGS WOULD OBEY HIM FROM OVERWHELMING NECESSITY. AND MOST ESPECIALLY WOULD THIS BE TRUE BECAUSE ALL THINGS WOULD BE BY HIM AND IN HIM AND OF HIM," IN ALL THEIR DISPOSITIONS, IF THERE WERE ONLY ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE, HOLY AND JUST, AS I HAVE SHOWN ABOVE IN DISCUSSING THE TRUE GOD. 
[14] ON SERVICE TO GOD. FROM THIS COMES THE BASIS FOR OUR SERVICE TO GOD, IN THAT WE MAY FULFILL HIS WORKS, OR RATHER, THAT GOD MAY CON- SUMMATE THROUGH US THAT WHICH HE PROPOSES AND WISHES TO BE DONE. IN THIS WISE HE ACHIEVED SALVATION OF HIS PEOPLE THROUGH THE LORD JESUS, ALTHOUGH CHRIST DID NOTHING GOOD THROUGH HIMSELF OR EVEN BY FREE WILL. FOR HE SAID OF HIMSELF: "I CANNOT OF MYSELF DO ANYTHING", AND AGAIN, "BUT THE FATHER, WHO ABIDETH IN ME, HE DOTH THE WORKS." " AND SO, WE SERVE GOD WHEN WE FULFILL HIS WILL WITH HIS HELP, NOT THAT WE ARE ABLE THROUGH FREE WILL TO DO ANYTHING GOOD OF WHICH HE HIMSELF IS NOT THE CAUSE AND PRINCIPLE. THUS, THE BLESSED JAMES SAYS IN HIS EPISTLE, "EVERY BEST GIFT AND EVERY PERFECT GIFT IS FROM ABOVE, COMING DOWN FROM THE FATHER OF LIGHTS." " AND IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, CHRIST SAYS, "NO MAN CAN COME TO ME EXCEPT THE FATHER, WHO HATH SENT ME, DRAW HIM."  AND OF HIMSELF, HE SAID: "I CANNOT OF MYSELF DO ANYTHING. AS I HEAR, SO I JUDGE", AND AGAIN, "BUT THE FATHER, WHO ABIDETH IN ME, HE DOTH THE WORKS."  AND THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE EPHESIANS: "FOR BY GRACE YOU ARE SAVED THROUGH FAITH, AND THAT NOT OF YOURSELVES, FOR IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD; NOT OF WORKS, THAT NO MAN MAY GLORY." " AND THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS TO THE ROMANS, "SO THEN IT IS NOT OF HIM THAT WILLETH NOR OF HIM THAT RUNNETH BUT OF GOD THAT SHOWETH MERCY. "BEING CONFIDENT OF THIS VERY THING, THAT HE WHO HATH BEGUN A GOOD WORK IN YOU WILL PERFECT IT UNTO THE DAY OF OUR LORD CHRIST JESUS", AND AGAIN, "FOR IT IS GOD WHO WORKETH IN YOU BOTH TO WILL AND TO ACCOMPLISH, ACCORDING TO HIS GOOD WILL."  AND IN HIS SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS: "AND SUCH CONFIDENCE WE HAVE THROUGH CHRIST TOWARD THE LORD. NOT THAT WE ARE SUFFICIENT TO THINK ANYTHING OF OURSELVES AS OF OURSELVES; BUT OUR SUFFICIENCY IS FROM GOD, WHO ALSO HATH MADE US FIT MINISTERS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, NOT IN THE LETTER BUT IN THE SPIRIT. FOR THE LETTER KILLETH, BUT THE SPIRIT QUICKENETH."  AND JOHN THE BAPTIST SAID, "A MAN CANNOT RECEIVE ANYTHING UNLESS IT BE GIVEN HIM FROM HEAVEN."  AND DAVID SAYS: "UNLESS THE LORD, BUILD THE HOUSE, THEY LABOR IN VAIN THAT BUILD IT. UNLESS THE LORD, KEEP THE CITY, HE WATCHETH IN VAIN THAT KEEPETH IT." " AND JEREMIAH SAYS, "I KNOW, O LORD, THAT THE WAY OF A MAN IS NOT HIS, NEITHER IS IT IN A MAN TO WALK AND TO DIRECT HIS STEPS."  AND PAUL SAYS TO THE CORINTHIANS, "BUT BY THE GRACE OF GOD I AM WHAT I AM." " AND IN THE PARABLES OF SOLOMON IT IS WRITTEN: "COUNSEL AND EQUITY IS MINE, PRUDENCE IS MINE, STRENGTH IS MINE BY ME KINGS REIGN, AND LAWGIVERS DECREE JUST THINGS. BY ME, PRINCE’S RULE AND THE MIGHTY DECREE JUSTICE", AND AGAIN, "THE STEPS OF A MAN ARE GUIDED BY THE LORD; BUT WHO IS THE MAN THAT CAN UNDERSTAND HIS OWN WAY." " AND IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, CHRIST SAYS: "ALL THINGS ARE DELIVERED TO ME BY MY FATHER; AND NO ONE KNOWETH THE SON BUT THE FATHER, NEITHER DOTH ANYONE KNOW THE FATHER BUT THE SON AND HE TO WHOM IT SHALL PLEASE THE SON TO REVEAL HIM."  AND IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, HE SAYS OF HIMSELF: "I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIGHT. NO MAN COMETH TO THE FATHER, BUT BY ME", AND AGAIN, "FOR WITHOUT ME YOU CAN DO NOTHING."  AND IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED LUKE, HE SAYS, "STRIVE TO ENTER BY THE NARROW GATE; FOR MANY, I SAY TO YOU, SHALL SEEK TO ENTER AND SHALL NOT BE ABLE." 
[15] ON DESTROYING THE CONCEPT OF FREE WILL. FROM THIS IT IS QUITE EVIDENT THAT WE CANNOT SERVE GOD BY DOING ANYTHING GOOD BY FREE WILL, AS A RESULT OF WHICH HE WOULD GIVE THANKS TO US AS IF FOR OUR OWN INDIVIDUAL STRENGTH AND POWER—THAT IS, A GOOD OF WHICH HE IS NOT THE CAUSE AND PRINCIPLE, AS WAS PLAINLY POINTED OUT ABOVE. AND MOST ESPECIALLY IS THIS SO BECAUSE WE HAVE NO POWERS AT ALL OF OURSELVES, AS THE BLESSED PETER SAYS IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, IN REGARD TO THE LAME MAN MADE WHOLE: "YE MEN OF ISRAEL, WHY WONDER YOU AT THIS OR WHY LOOK YOU UPON US, AS IF BY OUR OWN STRENGTH OR POWER WE HAD MADE THIS MAN TO WALK?" THIS IS AS IF HE HAD SAID: NOT WE BUT "THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB" DID THIS. AND SO, IT CLEARLY SEEMS THAT WHATEVER OF GOOD IS FOUND IN THE CREATURES OF GOD IS DIRECTLY FROM HIM AND OF HIM," AND HE BRINGS THE GOOD INTO BEING AND IS ITS CAUSE, AS WAS EXPLAINED ABOVE. IF EVIL, HOWEVER, IS FOUND IN THE PEOPLE OF GOD," IT IS NOT TRULY FROM GOD HIMSELF, NOR OF HIM, NOR DOES HE BRING IT INTO BEING, NOR WAS HE NOR IS HE ITS CAUSE, AS JESUS THE SON OF SIRACH SAYS, "HE HATH COMMANDED NO MAN TO DO WICKEDLY, AND HE HATH GIVEN NO MAN LICENSE TO SIN."  THIS IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD TO MEAN THAT HE DID NOT OF HIMSELF ABSOLUTELY AND DIRECTLY DO SO. AND ALSO, NO EVIL CAN COME FROM A CREATURE OF GOD, ITSELF GOOD, UNLESS THERE BE A CAUSE OF EVIL. FOR THROUGH EZECHIEL THE LORD SAYS: "THE ROD HATH BLOSSOMED, PRIDE HATH BUDDED. INIQUITY IS RISEN UP INTO A ROD OF IMPIETY; NOT OF THEM NOR OF THE PEOPLE NOR OF THE NOISE OF THEM--THEREFORE, FROM SOME OTHER SOURCE! AND CHRIST SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW: "THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKENED TO A MAN THAT SOWED GOOD SEED IN HIS FIELD; BUT WHILE MEN WERE ASLEEP, HIS ENEMY CAME BY NIGHT AND OVER-SOWED COCKLE AMONG THE WHEAT, AND WENT HIS WAY." AND DAVID SAYS: "O GOD, THE HEATHENS ARE COME INTO THINE INHERITANCE; THEY HAVE DEFILED THY HOLY TEMPLE; THEY HAVE MADE JERUSALEM AS A PLACE TO KEEP FRUIT."  AND THE LORD THROUGH THE PROPHET JOEL SAYS: "FOR A NATION IS COME UP UPON MY LAND, STRONG AND WITHOUT NUMBER; HIS TEETH ARE LIKE THE TEETH OF A LION, AND HIS CHEEK TEETH AS OF A LION'S WHELP. HE HATH LAID MY VINEYARD WASTE, AND HATH PILLED OFF THE BARK OF MY FIG TREE; HE HATH STRIPPED IT BARE AND CAST IT AWAY; THE BRANCHES THEREOF ARE MADE WHITE."  SO, ONE MAY CLEARLY UNDERSTAND THAT PRIDE AND WICKEDNESS AND IMPIETY, THE WEEDS AND THE POLLUTION OF THE HOLY TEMPLE OF GOD, AND THE WASTING OF HIS VINEYARD, CANNOT PROCEED EXCLUSIVELY AND ESSENTIALLY FROM THE GOOD GOD OR FROM A GOOD CREATURE OF HIS WHICH IS WHOLLY FROM HIM IN ALL ITS CHARACTERISTICS. IT NOW FOLLOWS, THEREFORE, THAT THERE IS ANOTHER PRINCIPLE, ONE OF EVIL, WHO IS THE SOURCE AND CAUSE OF ALL PRIDE AND WICKEDNESS, OF ALL DEFILEMENT OF THE PEOPLE, AND OF ALL OTHER EVILS. 
[16] ON THE CONTENTION OF MY OPPONENTS THAT GOD DID NOT WISH TO CREATE HIS ANGELS PERFECT. I NOW INTEND TO DISCUSS MY OPPONENTS' CONTENTION THAT GOD DID NOT WISH TO CREATE HIS ANGELS PERFECT, THAT IS, OF SUCH PERFECTION THAT THEY SHOULD FOREVER BE CAPABLE ONLY OF GOOD ACTIONS, NEVER OF EVIL, NOR, ON THE OTHER HAND, THAT THEY SHOULD BE FOREVER CAPABLE ONLY OF EVIL, NEVER OF GOOD; BUT, IN THEIR WORDS, THAT HE CREATED THEM OF SUCH NATURE THAT THEY COULD DO GOOD OR DO EVIL ACCORDING TO THEIR PLEASURE, AS MAY BE SEEN SET FORTH ABOVE. NOW, I SAY THAT IF IT DID NOT PLEASE GOD TO CREATE HIS ANGELS OF SUCH NATURE THAT THEY WERE CAPABLE ONLY OF ALWAYS DOING GOOD, NEVER EVIL, OR CAPABLE OF ALWAYS DOING EVIL, NEVER GOOD, BUT IT PLEASED HIM TO CREATE THEM OF SUCH NATURE THAT THEY WERE CAPABLE OF DOING BOTH GOOD AND EVIL, THE STATEMENT MUST BE UNDERSTOOD TO MEAN "CAPABLE OF SO ACTING AT DIFFERENT TIMES." FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT ANGELS COULD HAVE BEEN SO CREATED BY GOD THAT SIMULTANEOUSLY, AT ONE AND THE SAME TIME, THEY WERE CAPABLE OF DOING BOTH GOOD AND EVIL. FROM THIS, IF WE ACCEPT THE DOCTRINE STATED, IT FOLLOWS OF NECESSITY THAT THE AFORESAID ANGELS DID GOOD ACTS AND EVIL ACTS, NOT MERELY GOOD ALONE OR EVIL ALONE, BUT IN VERY TRUTH BOTH GOOD AND EVIL. AND SO, IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT THESE ANGELS COULD IN NO WAY FOR ALL TIME ESCAPE EVIL, BECAUSE OF THE CHARACTER WHICH THEY HAD FROM THEIR LORD. AND THUS, ACCORDING TO THIS, GOD WOULD BE THE CAUSE AND ORIGIN OF THAT EVIL; WHICH IS AN IMPOSSIBILITY, AND IT IS FOOLISH TO SUGGEST IT. AND YET PERHAPS AT THIS POINT MY OPPONENTS, SPEAKING CALMLY AT FIRST AND THEN SHOUTING, WOULD CRY OUT, SAYING: INDEED, THESE ANGELS WERE ALWAYS CAPABLE OF DOING BOTH GOOD AND EVIL, HAD THEY SO DESIRED, BECAUSE THEY HAD FREE WILL FROM GOD, THAT IS, A FREE STRENGTH OR POWER BY WHICH THEY WERE EQUALLY CAPABLE OF GOOD AND EVIL AT THEIR PLEASURE. AND THUS, THEY WOULD DECLARE, GOD IS NOT THE FIRST CAUSE OF THAT EVIL, BECAUSE THE ANGELS SINNED BY THE FREE WILL GIVEN TO THEM, BY THEIR OWN CHOICE. 
[17] PROOF THAT THERE IS NO FREE WILL. IF ANYONE SHOULD SCRUTINIZE MINUTELY THE ARGUMENTS SET FORTH ABOVE, HE WOULD SEE THAT MY POSITION IS NOT WEAKENED BY THE CONCEPT OF FREE WILL, MEANING A FREE STRENGTH OR POWER WHICH OUR OPPONENTS SAY WAS GIVEN BY GOD, BY WHICH THE ANGELS WERE CAPABLE OF GOOD OR EVIL AT THEIR PLEASURE. YET, IN THE OPINION OF THE WISE, IT WILL APPEAR IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANYONE TO HAVE A POTENCY FOR TWO CONTRARIES SIMULTANEOUSLY, AT ONE AND THE SAME TIME; THAT IS, FOR ONE TO HAVE A POTENCY FOR DOING GOOD FOR ALL TIME AND FOR DOING EVIL FOR ALL TIME. AND ESPECIALLY IS THIS TRUE IN GOD, WHO HAS COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FUTURE, AND ACCORDING TO WHOSE WISDOM ALL THINGS ARE DONE OF NECESSITY FROM ETERNITY. AND IT IS PARTICULARLY PUZZLING HOW THE GOOD ANGELS WOULD HAVE BEEN CAPABLE OF HATING GOODNESS LIKE UNTO THEIR OWN, WHICH EXISTED FROM ETERNITY AS DID ITS CAUSE, AND OF DELIGHTING IN WICKEDNESS, WHICH DID NOT YET EXIST AND WHICH IS THE EXACT OPPOSITE OF GOODNESS; AND THIS WITHOUT CAUSE IF, AS THE UNENLIGHTENED SAY, THERE WAS NO CAUSE OF EVIL AT ALL. AND ESPECIALLY IS THIS SO BECAUSE IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF JESUS THE SON OF SIRACH: "EVERY BEAST LOVETH ITS LIKE, SO ALSO EVERY MAN HIM THAT IS NEAREST TO HIMSELF. ALL FLESH SHALL CONSORT WITH THE LIKE TO ITSELF AND EVERY MAN SHALL ASSOCIATE HIMSELF TO HIS LIKE."  AND AGAIN, "BIRDS RESORT UNTO THEIR LIKE, SO TRUTH WILL RETURN TO THEM THAT PRACTICE HER."  AND SO, IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT THE GOOD ANGELS WOULD HAVE SOUGHT RATHER TO CHOOSE THE GOOD LIKE UNTO THEMSELVES, WHICH EXISTED FROM ETERNITY, THAN TO SPURN GOOD AND CLEAVE TO EVIL, WHICH WAS NOT IN EXISTENCE (NOR INDEED WAS ITS CAUSE [SATAN], IF I FOLLOW THE BELIEF OF MY OPPONENTS); YET IT DOES NOT SEEM POSSIBLE THAT ANYTHING CAN COME INTO BEING WITHOUT A CAUSE. FOR SO IT IS WRITTEN: "IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT WHATEVER HAS A BEGINNING SHOULD HAVE NO CAUSE"; AND AGAIN, "EVERYTHING WHICH CHANGES FROM POTENCY TO EFFECT NEEDS A CAUSE BY WHICH IT CAN BE BROUGHT INTO EFFECT." AND ALSO, ACCORDING TO MY OPPONENTS, THAT WHICH EXISTED, NAMELY GOOD, HAD LESS EFFECT THAN THAT WHICH DID NOT EXIST, NAMELY EVIL, AND THIS DESPITE THE FACT THAT IT IS WRITTEN, "A THING MUST HAVE EXISTENCE BEFORE IT CAN HAVE AN EFFECT." AND ALSO, ONE SHOULD CLEARLY RECOGNIZE THAT IF A CAUSE SHOULD WHOLLY RETAIN ITS ORIGINAL CHARACTER, NOTHING WOULD RESULT FROM IT OTHER THAN THAT WHICH IT FIRST PRODUCED. FOR EVERY NEW EFFECT IS A RESULT OF A NEW FACTOR OF SOME SORT, AS IS WRITTEN: "FOR IF SOMETHING WHICH WAS NOT AN AGENT BECOMES AN AGENT, THIS INEVITABLY TAKES PLACE BECAUSE OF A NEW FACTOR OF SOME SORT."  FROM THIS, ONE MUST REALIZE THAT IF THE DISPOSITIONS OF THE AGENT WERE TO CONTINUE JUST AS THEY ORIGINALLY WERE, AND IF IT WERE, UP TO THAT POINT, AFFECTED BY NOTHING NEW EITHER INTERNALLY OR EXTERNALLY, ASSUREDLY THE AGENT WOULD HAVE LESS THE FUNCTION OF CAUSING-TO-EXIST THAN THAT OF NONEXISTENCE, AND NONEXISTENCE WOULD PERSIST INDEFINITELY. FOR JUST AS FROM DIVERSITY SOMETHING DIFFERENT MAY ARISE, SO FROM UNIFORMITY SAMENESS PERSISTS. AND IF, IN FACT, NONE OF THE ANGELS COULD HAVE SINNED WITHOUT FREE WILL, GOD WOULD IN NO WISE HAVE GIVEN IT, SINCE HE WOULD HAVE KNOWN THAT FROM THIS CAUSE ALONE HIS KINGDOM WOULD BE CORRUPTED. MOREOVER, THE CORRUPTION OF THE ANGELS WOULD OF NECESSITY HAVE COME FROM THE GOD WHO "IS ABOVE ALL PRAISE," WHICH IS A WICKED THING TO SUPPOSE. IT FOLLOWS FROM THIS THAT THERE IS ANOTHER PRINCIPLE, ONE OF EVIL, WHO IS THE SOURCE AND CAUSE OF THE CORRUPTION OF THE ANGELS AND OF ALL EVIL. 
[18] ON FREE WILL: THAT THE ANGELS HAD IT NOT. WHENCE, IT IS OBVIOUS TO THE WISE THAT THE ANGELS DISCUSSED ABOVE NEVER HAD ANY SUCH CHOICE FROM GOD, THAT IS, SUCH POWER TO DESIRE, TO KNOW, AND TO DO ONLY GOOD FOR ALL TIME, AND NOT EVIL. IF THEY HAD HAD, THEY WOULD FROM OVERWHELMING NECESSITY HAVE DONE AND DESIRED GOOD FOR ALL TIME, NEVER EVIL. THEREFORE, BY WHAT REASONING, BY WHAT AUDACITY, CAN THE UNENLIGHTENED SAY THAT THE AFORESAID ANGELS COULD INDEED ALWAYS DO ONLY GOOD IF THEY CHOSE? FOR FROM GOD, WHO KNOWS THE FUTURE COMPLETELY, THEY HAD NO POTENCY, DESIRE, KNOWLEDGE, WILL, NOR ANY OTHER ATTRIBUTE (CAUSA) WHATSOEVER BY WHICH THEY COULD WHOLLY AVOID EVIL, AS WAS MADE QUITE CLEAR ABOVE. IT MAY SOMEHOW BE SAID, AMONG MEN WHO ARE COMPLETELY IGNORANT OF THE FUTURE AND OF ALL THE CAUSES WHICH NECESSITATE DOING GOOD OR EVIL FOR ALL TIME OR ON DIFFERENT OCCASIONS, THAT THE ANGELS HAD SUCH STRENGTH OR POWER FROM GOD THAT THEY COULD DO GOOD AND EVIL FOR ALL TIME. IT SEEMS, HOWEVER, MOST CLEARLY FALSE IN GOD, WHO HAS COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FUTURE, WHO KNOWS FROM ETERNITY ALL CAUSES (THE EFFECT OF WHICH IS TO RENDER IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THAT WHICH IS FUTURE NOT TO BE IN THE FUTURE), ACCORDING TO WHOSE WISDOM ALL THINGS ARE OF NECESSITY DONE FROM ETERNITY. SO, IT HAPPENS THAT CONFLICTING STATEMENTS ARE MANY TIMES HEARD AMONG MEN WHO ARE ENTIRELY IGNORANT OF THE FUTURE OR OF THE TRUTH OF THINGS; TO WIT, WHEN THEY DECLARE THAT WHAT NEVER SHALL BE MAY BE, AND WHAT MOST CERTAINLY SHALL BE CANNOT BE. FOR INSTANCE, WE SOMETIMES SAY THAT PETER MAY LIVE UNTIL TOMORROW AND THAT HE MAY DIE TODAY. ALTHOUGH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR PETER BOTH TO LIVE UNTIL TOMORROW AND TO DIE TODAY, YET, BECAUSE WE ARE IGNORANT OF THE FUTURE, AS OF ALL THE CAUSES WHICH CONTROL THE LIFE AND DEATH OF PETER, WE AFFIRM THAT WHICH IS IMPOSSIBLE TO BE POSSIBLE, AND THAT WHICH IS POSSIBLE WE SAY TO BE IMPOSSIBLE. IF, HOWEVER, WE KNEW THE FUTURE COMPLETELY AND ALSO ALL THE CAUSES WHICH CONTROL THE LIFE OR DEATH OF PETER, THEN WE WOULD NOT SAY THAT PETER MAY LIVE UNTIL TOMORROW AND THAT HE MAY DIE TODAY. FOR IF WE KNEW THAT PETER WOULD DIE TODAY, THEN WE WOULD SAY THAT IT IS CLEARLY NECESSARY FOR PETER TO DIE TODAY, OR THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO LIVE UNTIL TOMORROW. AND IF WE KNEW THAT HE WOULD LIVE UNTIL TOMORROW, THEN WE WOULD SAY THAT IT IS DEARLY NECESSARY FOR HIM TO LIVE UNTIL TOMORROW, OR THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR PETER TO DIE TODAY. HOWEVER, BECAUSE WE DO NOT KNOW THE FUTURE, WE PUT FORWARD THE POSSIBLE FOR THE IMPOSSIBLE AND THE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE POSSIBLE. BUT THIS CANNOT BE TRUE OF HIM WHO HAS COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL THE FUTURE. I SAY FURTHER: SUPPOSE A CERTAIN MAN WAS IN A HOUSE WITH PETER AND UNQUESTIONABLY SAW HIM. AND ANOTHER MAN OUTSIDE THIS HOUSE INQUIRED OF THE ONE WITHIN, "CAN IT BE THAT PETER IS IN THE HOUSE?" IF HE WHO KNOWS UNQUESTIONABLY THAT PETER IS IN THE HOUSE BECAUSE HE SEES HIM BEFORE HIS VERY EYES SHOULD ANSWER THE OTHER, "IT MAY BE THAT PETER IS IN THE HOUSE AND IT MAY BE THAT HE IS NOT," THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT HE WOULD BE SPEAKING WRONGLY AND CONTRARY TO HIS OWN KNOWLEDGE IN SAYING, "IT MAY BE THAT PETER IS NOT IN THE HOUSE." FOR HE KNOWS WITHOUT ANY DOUBT WHATEVER THAT PETER WAS IN THE HOUSE BECAUSE HE SAW HIM BEFORE HIS VERY EYES. SO I SAY OF THE FREE WILL SAID BY MY OPPONENT TO BE GIVEN BY GOD: AS PERTAINS TO THE GOD WHO KNOWS WHOLLY ALL THE FUTURE, IN WHOM ARE KNOWN FROM ETERNITY ALL THE CAUSES WHICH RENDER IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THAT WHICH IS FUTURE NOT TO BE IN THE FUTURE, IN WHOSE WISDOM ARE ALL THINGS OF NECESSITY DONE FROM ETERNITY, THE AFORESAID ANGELS NEVER HAD FROM HIM A FREE CAPACITY FOR FREEDOM TO CHOOSE, TO KNOW OR TO DO GOOD FOR ALL TIME. THIS IS SO ESPECIALLY BECAUSE GOD HIMSELF WITHOUT DOUBT KNEW AND SAW THE END OF ALL HIS ANGELS BEFORE THEY CAME INTO BEING, JUST AS THE MAN WHO SAW PETER AND KNEW HIM UNQUESTIONABLY TO BE IN THE HOUSE WOULD BE SPEAKING WRONGLY IF HE HAD SAID, "IT MAY BE THAT PETER IS NOT IN THE HOUSE." SO, I SAY IN THE MATTER OF FREE WILL OF THE ANGELS IN GOD THAT IT WAS NEVER TRUE TO SAY THAT THE ANGELS COULD NOT SIN; THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE IN RESPECT OF A GOD WHO WHOLLY KNOWS THE FUTURE. AND TO SAY THAT THEY DID NOT WISH TO SIN SIGNIFIES NOTHING, BECAUSE GOOD ANGELS DO NOT, WITHOUT A CAUSE, WISH TO DO EVIL. FOR THE WISE REALIZE THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE GOOD, WITHOUT A CAUSE, TO HATE GOOD AND DESIRE EVIL, SINCE, AS WAS STATED ABOVE, NOTHING AT ALL CAN EXIST WITHOUT A CAUSE. IT WAS, THEREFORE, NECESSARY IN GOD FOR THOSE ANGELS TO BECOME THINGS OF EVIL AND DEMONS IN THE FUTURE, BECAUSE WITHIN HIS PROVIDENCE EXISTED WITHOUT EXCEPTION ALL THE CAUSES BY WHICH THEY MUST BE FOUND WANTING IN THE FUTURE. WITHOUT DOUBT, IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE IN HIM THAT THEY COULD REMAIN GOOD AND HOLY FOR ALL TIME. IN THE VIEW OF MEN WHO ARE IGNORANT OF THE FUTURE AND OF THE WHOLE TRUTH IT MAY, PERHAPS, SOMEHOW BE SAID THAT THE AFORESAID ANGELS COULD BOTH DO GOOD AND DO EVIL FOR ALL TIME. BUT IN THE VIEW OF MEN WHO KNOW THE WHOLE TRUTH, BE IT OF THE FUTURE OR OF ALL CAUSES WHICH ARE REQUISITE TO DOING GOOD FOR ALL TIME OR TO SO DOING ON DIFFERENT OCCASIONS, IT IS ABSOLUTELY IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE ANGELS COULD HAVE FREEDOM TO DO GOOD FOR ALL TIME, TOGETHER WITH FREEDOM TO DO EVIL FOR ALL TIME; RATHER, IN THEIR VIEW, IT WOULD BE WHOLLY NECESSARY FOR THESE ANGELS TO BE FOUND WANTING IN HAD FROM GOD—AS THE STATEMENT OF THE DULLARDS ASSERTS—A FREE CAPACITY OR THE FREEDOM TO DO GOOD FOR ALL TIME, BUT FROM OVERWHELMING NECESSITY [MUST] ACT IN A COMPLETELY EVIL MANNER IN THE FUTURE, AS WAS CLEARLY EXPLAINED IN THE PRECEDING. TO BELIEVE THAT THEY HAD [FREE WILL] IS MOST EVIL AND FOOLISH. 
[19] ON THE THESIS OF MASTER WILLIAM. I HAVE NOW NO INTENTION OF OVERLOOKING THE THESIS OF MASTER WILLIAM," ALBEIT HE MAY SEEM TO BE WISE IN MANY MATTERS. FOR I HAVE HEARD HIM DISCUSSING IDEAS SUCH AS THE FOLLOWING: THAT THE ANGELS WERE NOT MADE PERFECT BY GOD FROM THE BEGINNING, BECAUSE THEIR GOD COULD NOT MAKE THEM PERFECT. THE REASON FOR THIS IS THAT GOD COULD NOT AND CANNOT MAKE ANYONE LIKE HIMSELF OR COEQUAL WITH HIMSELF IN ANY WAY; AND ALTHOUGH GOD HIMSELF MAY BE CALLED ALMIGHTY BY MANY, YET THIS HE CANNOT DO AT ALL. AND THUS, IN SO MUCH AS THEY WERE INFERIOR TO GOD IN BEAUTY AND GREATNESS—THAT IS TO SAY, AS THEY WERE NOT LIKE HIM OR COEQUAL WITH HIM—THESE ANGELS COULD BE FOUND WANTING TO THE EXTENT THAT THEY COULD COVET HIS BEAUTY AND GREATNESS. SO, ONE READS OF LUCIFER IN ISAIAH: "I WILL EXALT MY THRONE ABOVE THE STARS. I WILL BE LIKE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]."  AND THUS, SUCH A ONE WOULD PERHAPS SAY THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT WE CANNOT REASONABLY BLAME GOD FOR NOT MAKING HIS ANGELS SO PERFECT THAT THEY COULD NOT HAVE COVETED HIS BEAUTY AND GREATNESS AT ALL, BECAUSE THEIR GOD COULD NOT DO SO, AS IS STATED ABOVE. I HAVE DECIDED TO REFUTE THE DOCTRINE JUST STATED WITH THE MOST COGENT ARGUMENT. FOR IF WE CANNOT REASONABLY BLAME GOD BECAUSE HE COULD NOT MAKE HIS ANGELS SO PERFECT THAT THEY WOULD NOT COVET HIS BEAUTY AND GREATNESS, FOR THE REASON THAT HE COULD NOT MAKE THEM LIKE HIMSELF OR COEQUAL WITH HIMSELF, MUCH LESS THEREFORE CAN WE BLAME THOSE ANGELS BECAUSE THEY COULD BY NO MEANS AVOID COVETING THE BEAUTY AND GREATNESS OF GOD AS A RESULT OF THE CHARACTER WHICH THEY HAD FROM THEIR MAKER; IN OTHER WORDS, BECAUSE HE COULD NOT MAKE THEM SO PERFECT THAT THEY WOULD NOT COVET HIS BEAUTY AND GREATNESS. I SAY AGAIN: IF GOD COULD NOT MAKE HIS ANGELS OF SUCH PERFECTION THAT THEY WOULD NOT SO COVET HIS BEAUTY AND GREATNESS AND THUS WOULD NOT, FOR THIS REASON, BECOME DEMONS, NEITHER COULD THOSE ANGELS AVOID THAT EVIL IN ANY WAY. AND SO, ACCORDING TO CERTAIN PERSONS, IT NECESSARILY FOLLOWS THAT ALL ANGELS AND INDEED MEN WHO NOW ARE SAVED ARE BOUND ALWAYS TO COVET THAT BEAUTY AND GREATNESS AND ALWAYS TO SIN AGAINST THEIR GOD BY THIS COVETOUSNESS, AND OF NECESSITY TO BECOME DEMONS BECAUSE OF IT, JUST AS THEY SAY BEFELL THE OTHER ANGELS. AND THIS IS TRUE PARTICULARLY BECAUSE GOD COULD NOT NOR CANNOT NOR EVER WILL BE ABLE TO MAKE ANYONE LIKE HIMSELF OR COEQUAL WITH HIMSELF IN ANY WAY. AND IF MASTER WILLIAM SHOULD SAY: THEY WHO WERE SAVED COULD NOT COVET ANY MORE OR SIN, BECAUSE THEY WERE ENLIGHTENED AND SUBTLY WARNED BY THE PUNISHMENT OF THE OTHER ANGELS, WHO BECAME DEMONS THROUGH THEIR COVETOUSNESS, THIS MAY BE ANSWERED AS FOLLOWS: GOD, WHO ABOVE WAS CALLED GOOD, HOLY, AND JUST, WOULD BE THE SOLE CAUSE AND PRINCIPLE OF THE PUNISHMENT AND RUIN OF ALL HIS ANGELS. FOR HE WOULD HAVE INFLICTED ETERNAL PUNISHMENT ON HIS ANGELS WITHOUT REASON OR JUSTICE, IN THAT HE COULD NOT MAKE THEM OF SUCH PERFECTION THAT THEY WOULD NOT COVET HIS BEAUTY AND GREATNESS, NOR COULD THOSE ANGELS IN ANY WAY AVOID THAT EVIL, BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN CREATED AT AN EARLIER TIME THAN THE OTHER ANGELS, WHO WERE ENLIGHTENED BY THEIR PUNISHMENT AND FALL. INDEED, THOSE ANGELS, WHO, AS MANY SAY, BECAME DEMONS, COULD NOT BE ENLIGHTENED AND WARNED BY THE PUNISHMENT OF OTHER ANGELS, BECAUSE THERE WERE NO OTHER ANGELS CREATED BEFORE THEM. AND SO, THE AFORESAID ANGELS COULD WITH REASON BRING MOST VERY GREAT COMPLAINT AGAINST THEIR LORD FOR AFFLICTING THEM WITH THOSE COUNTLESS PUNISHMENTS, THE MORE SO BECAUSE HE COULD NOT MAKE THEM SO PERFECT THAT THEY WOULD NOT COVET HIS BEAUTY AND GREATNESS; THEREFORE, THOSE ANGELS COULD NOT BY ANY MEANS AVOID THAT COVETOUSNESS. HENCE, IT IS UTTERLY AMAZING THAT IT CAN EVER ENTER THE MIND OF ANY WISE MAN THAT GOD, WHO IS GOOD, HOLY, AND JUST, SHOULD CONDEMN HIS ANGELS FOR ALL TIME, AFFLICTING THEM WITH ETERNAL TORTURE, BECAUSE HE COULD NOT MAKE THEM OF SUCH PERFECTION THAT THEY WOULD NOT ENVY HIS BEAUTY AND GREATNESS, NOR COULD THEY EVER IN ANY WAY RECEIVE THAT PERFECTION FROM HIM. 
[20] CONCERNING THE ANGELS. AND IF IT BE OBJECTED: ALTHOUGH GOD CANNOT MAKE HIS ANGELS LIKE HIMSELF OR COEQUAL WITH HIMSELF, YET HE COULD INDEED HAVE PERFECTED THEM, HAD HE SO WISHED, TO SUCH A DEGREE THAT THEY WOULD NEVER HAVE ENVIED HIS BEAUTY. BUT HE DID NOT CHOOSE TO DO THIS, BECAUSE THEY HAD FREE WILL FROM GOD, THAT IS, THE FREE CAPACITY OR THE FREEDOM TO ENVY OR NOT TO ENVY HIS BEAUTY AND GREATNESS, AT THEIR PLEASURE. THUS, THERE IS NO VALIDITY IN WHAT HAS BEEN SAID ABOVE TO THE EFFECT THAT GOD COULD NOT MAKE HIS ANGELS SO PERFECT THAT THEY WOULD NOT ENVY HIS BEAUTY AND GREATNESS, BECAUSE HE COULD NOT MAKE THEM LIKE HIMSELF OR COEQUAL WITH HIMSELF IN ANY WAY. AND THUS IT IS OBVIOUS, IF WE ACCEPT THE DOCTRINE DISCUSSED ABOVE, THAT GOD DID NOT CHOOSE TO MAKE HIS ANGELS SO PERFECT THAT THEY COULD NOT ENVY HIS BEAUTY AND GREATNESS; BUT, KNOWINGLY AND IN FULL AWARENESS, HE MADE THEM OF SUCH IMPERFECTION THAT THEY COULD NOT IN THE LEAST AVOID COVETOUSNESS, AND HE BESTOWED ON THEM ALL THE CAUSES BY WHICH HE KNEW THOSE ANGELS WOULD FALL IN THE FUTURE; AND PARTICULARLY [IS IT EVIDENT] IN HIM, WHO WHOLLY KNOWS ALL THE FUTURE, IN WHOM ALL CAUSES BY WHICH THOSE ANGELS WERE TO BE COVETOUS IN THE FUTURE WERE KNOWN FROM THE BEGINNING, BY WHOM ALL THINGS ARE DONE OF NECESSITY FROM ETERNITY, AS WAS MADE SUFFICIENTLY CLEAR ABOVE WHERE FREE WILL WAS DISCUSSED. AND SO, TO THE WISE, IT IS OBVIOUS, ACCORDING TO THE ABOVE DOC TRINE, THAT GOD CANNOT ABSOLVE HIMSELF ON RATIONAL GROUNDS, BECAUSE HE DID NOT CHOOSE TO AVERT THAT EVIL IN ANY WAY, BUT KNOWINGLY AND IN FULL AWARENESS CREATED HIS ANGELS OF SUCH IMPERFECTION THAT IT WAS FROM ETERNITY IMPOSSIBLE IN HIM FOR THEM NOT TO COVET HIS BEAUTY AND GREATNESS. FROM THIS ONE MAY KNOW THAT THOSE ANGELS DID NOT HAVE FROM GOD A FREE WILL BY WHICH THEY COULD ENTIRELY AVOID COVETOUSNESS, AND ESPECIALLY NOT FROM A GOD WHO KNOWS DIRECTLY ALL THE FUTURE, IN WHOM IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THAT WHICH IS FUTURE, WITH ALL THE CAUSES WHICH DETERMINE IT, CAN FAIL TO BE IN THE FUTURE. AND THIS IS SO PARTICULARLY BECAUSE, IF THERE IS ONLY ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE, HE IS DIRECTLY THE CAUSE OF ALL CAUSES. IT FOLLOWS THEREFORE OF NECESSITY, ACCORDING TO THE SAID DOCTRINE, THAT GOD WOULD BE THE FIRST CAUSE OF ALL ENVY AND INDEED OF ALL EVIL, AS IS WRITTEN, "HE WHO PROVIDES THE OCCASION FOR HARM SHOULD BE HELD TO HAVE DONE THE HARM."  ONE MOST CERTAINLY CANNOT BELIEVE THIS OF THE TRUE GOD.
PART II. ON CREATION 
[1] THE CONTENTION OF OUR OPPONENTS THAT GOD IS THE CREATOR OR MAKER OF ALL THINGS. ALTHOUGH OUR OPPONENTS HAVE NO ARGUMENT BASED ON TRUTH, YET THEY MAY PERCHANCE STILL SPURN THE ARGUMENTS SET FORTH ABOVE AND LOUDLY ASSERT: THESE WORDS DESERVE NO CREDENCE AT ALL, FOR THEY REPRESENT THE OPINIONS OF MEN AND THE ARGUMENTATIONS OF PHILOSOPHERS, OF WHICH THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE COLOSSIANS, "BEWARE LEST ANY MAN CHEAT YOU BY PHILOSOPHY AND VAIN DECEIT, ACCORDING TO THE TRADITION OF MEN, ACCORDING TO THE ELEMENTS OF THE WORLD, AND NOT ACCORDING TO CHRIST."  AND SO, PERCHANCE, THEY MIGHT SAY THAT ONE NEED, GIVE ABSOLUTELY NO CREDENCE TO TWO PRINCIPLES, FOR THE REASONS ADVANCED ABOVE BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT AT ALL CONFIRMED BY TESTIMONY OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES AND, IN PARTICULAR, BECAUSE ONE CANNOT DISCOVER THROUGH BIBLICAL TEXTS THAT THERE IS ANY GOD OTHER THAN THE TRUE LORD GOD, CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OR MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL, OMNIPOTENT, ETERNAL OR EVERLASTING, ANCIENT, WITHOUT BEGINNING OR END. TO PROVE THAT THE TRUE LORD GOD IS THE CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OR MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL, THEY MAY PERHAPS VIGOROUSLY FORTIFY THEIR ARGUMENT BY THE FOLLOWING TEXTS AND OTHERS LIKE THEM. IT IS WRITTEN IN THE APOCALYPSE: "THOU ART WORTHY, O LORD OUR GOD, TO RECEIVE GLORY AND HONOR AND POWER, BECAUSE THOU HAST CREATED ALL THINGS, AND FOR THY WILL THEY WERE AND HAVE BEEN CREATED";  AND AGAIN: "AND THE ANGEL WHOM I SAW STANDING UPON THE SEA AND UPON THE EARTH LIFTED UP HIS HAND TO HEAVEN, AND HE SWORE BY HIM THAT LIVETH FOREVER AND EVER, WHO CREATED HEAVEN AND THE THINGS WHICH ARE THEREIN, AND THE EARTH AND THE THINGS WHICH ARE IN IT, AND THE SEA AND THE THINGS WHICH ARE THEREIN, THAT TIME SHALL BE NO LONGER." AND THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE HEBREWS, "FOR EVERY HOUSE IS BUILT BY SOME MAN, BUT HE THAT CREATED ALL THINGS IS GOD." AND JESUS THE SON OF SIRACH SAYS: "HE THAT LIVETH FOREVER CREATED ALL THINGS TOGETHER", AND [THE BOOK OF WISDOM SAYS,] "FOR HE CREATED ALL THINGS THAT THEY MIGHT BE."  AND THE APOSTLES IN THEIR ACTS SAY, "LORD, THOU ART HE THAT DIDST MAKE HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE SEA, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE IN THEM."  AND PAUL, IN THE SAME BOOK, SAYS TO THE ATHENIANS: "THAT I PREACH TO YOU GOD, WHO MADE THE WORLD AND ALL THINGS THEREIN, HE, BEING LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, DWELLETH NOT IN TEMPLES MADE WITH HANDS; NEITHER IS HE SERVED WITH MEN'S HANDS AS THOUGH HE NEEDED ANYTHING, SEEING IT IS HE WHO GIVETH TO ALL LIFE AND BREATH AND ALL THINGS."  AND JOHN IN HIS GOSPEL SAYS, "ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS MADE NOTHING THAT WAS MADE." 
[2] THAT GOD IS CALLED FATHER OF ALL. NOT ONLY IS THE LORD OUR GOD [IS] CALLED THE CREATOR OR THE MAKER OF ALL, BUT HE IS CALLED THE FATHER OF ALL, AS THE BLESSED PAUL SAYS TO THE EPHESIANS: "ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE BAPTISM, ONE GOD AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL, WHO IS ABOVE ALL AND THROUGH ALL AND IN US ALL." AND AGAIN, "FOR THIS CAUSE, I BOW MY KNEES TO THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, OF WHOM ALL PATERNITY IN HEAVEN AND EARTH IS NAMED." AND IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS, "YET TO US THERE IS BUT ONE GOD, THE FATHER, OF WHOM ARE ALL THINGS AND WE UNTO HIM, AND ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOM ARE ALL THINGS AND WE BY HIM."  AND HE SAYS TO THE ROMANS, "FOR OF HIM AND BY HIM AND IN HIM ARE ALL THINGS." ALSO, ALL THINGS WERE CREATED IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND BY HIM AND IN HIM ALL THINGS WERE CREATED, AS PAUL SAYS TO THE COLOSSIANS OF CHRIST, "WHO IS THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD, THE FIRST-BORN OF EVERY CREATURE; FOR IN HIM WERE ALL THINGS CREATED, IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH, VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, WHETHER THRONES, OR DOMINATIONS, OR PRINCIPALITIES, OR POWERS; ALL THINGS WERE CREATED BY HIM AND IN HIM. AND HE IS BEFORE ALL, AND IN HIM ALL THINGS CONSIST." THUS, OUR OPPONENTS APPEAR TO CONFIRM THEIR DOCTRINE MANY TIMES OVER BY THESE TEXTS AND OTHERS LIKE THEM. 
[3] ON THE OMNIPOTENCE, THE ETERNITY, AND THE SEMPITERNITY [PERPETUITY] OF GOD.   OUR OPPONENTS MAY INDEED ADVANCE CERTAIN PASSAGES FROM HOLY SCRIPTURES TO SHOW THAT THE AFORESAID LORD OUR GOD IS OMNIPOTENT AND ETERNAL OR EVERLASTING AND ANCIENT, INSISTING THAT THERE IS NO OTHER POWER OR DOMINATION BUT HIS, AS DAVID SAYS: "FOR I HAVE KNOWN THAT THE LORD IS GREAT, AND OUR GOD IS ABOVE ALL GODS. WHATSOEVER THE LORD PLEASED HE HATH DONE, IN HEAVEN, IN EARTH, IN THE SEA, AND IN ALL THE DEEPS."  AND THE APOSTLE, IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY, SAYS, "I CHARGE THEE BEFORE GOD, WHO QUICKENETH ALL THINGS AND BEFORE CHRIST JESUS, WHO GAVE TESTIMONY UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, A GOOD CONFESSION, THAT THOU KEEP THE COMMANDMENT WITHOUT SPOT, BLAMELESS, UNTO THE COMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST; WHICH IN HIS TIMES HE SHALL SHOW, THE KING WHO IS THE BLESSED AND ONLY MIGHTY, THE KING OF KINGS, AND THE LORD OF LORDS."  AND IN THE APOCALYPSE IS WRITTEN, "I GIVE THEE THANKS, O LORD GOD ALMIGHTY."  AND THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE ROMANS, "FOR THERE IS NO POWER BUT FROM GOD, AND THOSE [POWERS] THAT ARE, ARE ORDAINED OF GOD." MOREOVER, THAT THE TRUE LORD GOD IS ETERNAL, OR EVERLASTING AND ANCIENT, IS SHOWN BY THE FOLLOWING TEXTS: DAVID SAYS, "...THAT YE MAY RELATE IT IN ANOTHER GENERATION. FOR THIS IS GOD, OUR GOD UNTO ETERNITY, AND FOREVER AND EVER. HE SHALL RULE US FOREVERMORE."  AND ISAIAH SAYS, "FOR THUS SAITH THE LORD HIGH AND EMINENT THAT INHABITETH ETERNITY." AND THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE ROMANS, "ACCORDING TO THE REVELATION OF THE MYSTERY WHICH WAS KEPT SECRET FROM ETERNITY (WHICH NOW IS MADE MANIFEST BY THE SCRIPTURES OF THE PROPHETS, ACCORDING TO THE PRECEPT OF THE ETERNAL GOD). OF THE SEMPITERNITY OF THIS TRUE GOD ISAIAH SAYS, "THE LORD IS THE EVERLASTING GOD, WHO HATH CREATED THE ENDS OF THE EARTH."  AND JEREMIAH SAYS, "BUT THE LORD IS THE TRUE GOD, HE IS THE LIVING GOD AND THE EVERLASTING KING." OF THE [SEXLESS] ANTIQUITY OF THE LORD, DANIEL SAYS: "I BEHELD THEREFORE IN THE VISION OF THE NIGHT, AND LO, ONE LIKE THE SON OF MAN CAME WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN, AND HE CAME EVEN TO THE ANCIENT OF DAYS", AND AGAIN, "TILL THE ANCIENT OF DAYS CAME." THUS, INDEED THEY MIGHT SAY THAT, BECAUSE OF THESE TEXTS QUOTED AND OTHERS LIKE THEM, ONE MUST FIRMLY BELIEVE IN ONE SOLE GOD, LORD AND OMNIPOTENT PRINCE, WHO IS ETERNAL OR EVERLASTING, AND ANCIENT, AS SEEMS TO BE MADE MANIFEST ABOVE. 
[4] A REPLY TO THE OBJECTIONS RAISED ABOVE. IT IS MY INTENT, WITH THE AID OF JESUS CHRIST, TO RESOLVE THEIR OBJECTIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH MY CONCEPT. NOW, IN THE FIRST PLACE, I WISH TO CLARIFY BY SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES THE PRECISE MEANING OF "CREATING" AND "MAKING," IN CONNECTION WITH WHICH OUR LORD GOD IS CALLED "CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]" AND "MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]" OF ALL; AND SECONDLY, I WISH TO SHOW WHAT IS MEANT BY "ALL" AND OTHER TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. I PERCEIVE THE WORDS "TO CREATE" OR "TO MAKE" USED THROUGHOUT THE SCRIPTURES IN THREE SENSES. NOW, I SAY: IT IS "TO CREATE" OR "TO MAKE" WHEN THE TRUE LORD GOD ADDS TO THE ESSENCES OF THOSE BEINGS WHO WERE ALREADY EXCEEDINGLY GOOD SOMETHING WHICH ORDAINS THEM TO AID THOSE WHO ARE TO BE SAVED. IN THIS SENSE, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST WAS ORDAINED BISHOP BY THE TRUE LORD GOD AND "ANOINTED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WITH POWER," SO THAT HE COULD FREE ALL THOSE "OPPRESSED BY THE DEVIL", "AND IN THE SAME SENSE THE ANGELS AND MINISTERS OF GOD THE FATHER WERE MADE SO THAT THEY MIGHT AID THOSE WHO RECEIVE THE INHERITANCE OF SALVATION SOMETIMES THE WORDS "TO CREATE" OR "TO MAKE" ARE USED WHEN GOD HIMSELF ADDS SOMETHING TO THE ESSENCES OF THOSE WHO HAD BECOME EVIL AND DISPOSES THEM TO GOOD WORKS. I ALSO CALL IT "TO CREATE" OR "TO MAKE" WHEN SOMETHING IS PERMITTED BY GOD HIMSELF TO HIM WHO IS WHOLLY EVIL, OR TO HIS MINISTER, WHO CANNOT ACHIEVE WHAT HE DESIRES UNLESS THE GOOD LORD HIMSELF ENDURES HIS DECEIT PATIENTLY FOR A TIME, TO HIS OWN HONOR AND TO THE SHAME OF THAT MOST WICKED ENEMY OF HIS. 
[5] ON THE FIRST MEANING OF "CREATING" OR "MAKING." AS FOR THE FIRST MEANING OF "CREATING" OR "MAKING," I HAVE SOUGHT TO PROVIDE THE CLEAREST PROOF AS IT APPEARS IN PASSAGES FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE: THUS THE BLESSED PAUL, REFERRING TO THE CREATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, SAYS TO THE COLOSSIANS, "LIE NOT TO ONE ANOTHER; STRIPPING [YOURSELVES] OF THE OLD MAN WITH HIS DEEDS, AND PUTTING ON THE NEW, HIM WHO IS RENEWED UNTO KNOWLEDGE OF GOD ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF HIM THAT CREATED HIM." AND THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS TO THE EPHESIANS, "AND BE RENEWED IN THE SPIRIT OF YOUR MIND, AND PUT ON THE NEW MAN, WHO ACCORDING TO GOD IS CREATED IN JUSTICE AND HOLINESS OF TRUTH."  AND THROUGH ISAIAH THE LORD SAYS: "DROP DOWN DEW, YE HEAVENS, FROM ABOVE, AND LET THE CLOUDS RAIN THE JUST; LET THE EARTH BE OPENED AND BUD FORTH A SAVIOR, AND LET JUSTICE SPRING UP TOGETHER; I THE LORD HAVE CREATED HIM." OF THE "MAKING" OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF, MOREOVER, THE BLESSED PETER SAYS IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, "THEREFORE LET ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL KNOW MOST CERTAINLY THAT GOD HATH MADE BOTH LORD AND CHRIST, THIS SAME JESUS WHOM YOU HAVE CRUCIFIED."  AND PAUL SAYS TO THE HEBREWS: "WHEREFORE, HOLY BRETHREN, PARTAKERS OF THE HEAVENLY VOCATION, CONSIDER THE APOSTLE AND HIGH PRIEST OF OUR CONFESSION, JESUS, WHO IS FAITHFUL TO HIM THAT MADE HIM", AND AGAIN, "FOR TO WHICH OF THE ANGELS HATH HE SAID AT ANY TIME, 'THOU ART MY SON, TODAY HAVE I BE GOTTEN THEE'?" MOREOVER, IN REGARD TO THE MAKING OF THE GOOD SPIRITS AND ANGELS," WHO WERE MADE BY THE TRUE LORD GOD, THE BLESSED APOSTLE SAYS TO THE HEBREWS: "AND TO THE ANGELS INDEED HE SAITH, 'HE THAT MAKETH HIS ANGELS SPIRITS AND HIS MINISTERS A FLAME OF FIRE' ";  AND AGAIN, "ARE THEY NOT ALL MINISTERING SPIRITS, SENT TO MINISTER FOR THEM WHO SHALL RECEIVE THE INHERITANCE OF SALVATION?"  AND THE LORD SAYS THROUGH ISAIAH, "GO, YE SWIFT ANGELS," AND SO ON. 
[6] THAT "TO CREATE" OR "TO MAKE" MAY MEAN TO CREATE OR MAKE FROM SOMETHING, AS FROM SOME PRE-EXISTENT MATTER. FROM THE FOREGOING, ONE MUST FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST AND THE OTHER GOOD ANGELS OF THE TRUE FATHER ARE NOT SAID TO BE "CREATED" OR "MADE" BY THE TRUE LORD GOD IN THE SENSE THAT THEIR ESSENCE ORIGINATED ONLY WITH THIS CREATION OR PRODUCTION, NOR [IS IT SAID] THAT THEIR ESSENCE WAS CONSTITUTED OUT OF NOTHINGNESS IN THE SENSE APPARENTLY ASSERTED BY OUR OPPONENTS, WHO BELIEVE THAT FOR GOD "TO CREATE" IS TO MAKE SOMETHING EXCLUSIVELY AND ESSENTIALLY FROM NOTHING. THEIR OPINION IS MOST CLEARLY REFUTED BY THE TESTIMONY OF HOLY SCRIPTURES. FOR THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SAYS TO JOSEPH IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, "JOSEPH, SON OF DAVID, FEAR NOT TO TAKE UNTO THEE MARY THY WIFE, FOR THAT WHICH IS CONCEIVED IN HER IS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT."  HE DID NOT SAY, "IS CREATED FROM NOTHING." AND IN THE BOOK OF WISDOM IT IS WRITTEN, "FOR THY ALMIGHTY HAND, WHICH MADE THE WORLD OF MATTER WITHOUT FORM, WAS NOT UNABLE," AND SO ON. AND IN GENESIS IT IS WRITTEN, "AND GOD FORMED MAN OF THE SLIME OF THE EARTH, AND BREATHED INTO HIS FACE THE BREATH OF LIFE; AND MAN BECAME A LIVING SOUL."  AND JESUS THE SON OF SIRACH SAYS: "THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] HATH CREATED MEDICINES OUT OF THE EARTH", AND AGAIN, "GOD CREATED MAN OF THE EARTH AND MADE HIM AFTER HIS OWN IMAGE." AND SO, IT IS CLEAR THAT IN THE JUDGMENT OF THE WISE, WE MAY WITH MOST EXCELLENT REASON, REJECT THE DOCTRINE OF OUR OPPONENTS BY THE TESTIMONY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 
[7] ON CREATING AND MAKING. THEREFORE, MY EXPOSITION GIVEN ABOVE IS TRUE; TO WIT, THAT "TO CREATE" OR "TO MAKE" MEANS TO ADD SOMETHING TO THE ESSENCES OF THOSE WHO ALREADY WERE EXCEEDINGLY GOOD, AS HAS BEEN DEMONSTRATED WITH SUFFICIENT CLARITY IN THE FOREGOING. THIS IS THE WAY I CONSTRUE ITS MEANING. THE GOOD ARE SAID TO BE CREATED AND MADE BY THE TRUE LORD GOD, THAT IS, FORMED BY HIM FOR THE SALVATION OF SINNERS. IT IS IN THIS SENSE THAT THE APOSTLE SPEAKS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST TO THE HEBREWS: "'WHAT IS MAN THAT THOU ART MINDFUL OF HIM, OR THE SON OF MAN, THAT THOU VISITETH HIM?'" AND SO ON; AND "'THOU HAST SET HIM OVER THE WORKS OF THY HANDS.'" AND DAVID, IN THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST, AS WE BELIEVE, SAYS, "BUT I AM APPOINTED KING BY HIM OVER ZION HIS HOLY MOUNTAIN."  AND SO, ACCORDING TO THIS CONCEPT, THIS CREATION OR PRODUCTION OF THE GOOD IS A NOBLE ONE, OF WHICH, FOR INSTANCE, ECCLESIASTES SAYS: "HE HATH MADE ALL THINGS GOOD IN THEIR TIME";  AND AGAIN, "I HAVE LEARNED THAT ALL THE WORKS WHICH GOD HATH MADE CONTINUE FOREVER; WE CANNOT ADD ANYTHING NOR TAKE AWAY FROM THOSE THINGS WHICH GOD HATH MADE THAT HE MAY BE FEARED."  AND JESUS THE SON OF SIRACH SAYS, "ALL THE WORKS OF THE LORD ARE EXCEEDING GOOD." AND IN ECCLESIASTICUS IS WRITTEN, "O HOW DESIRABLE ARE ALL HIS WORKS; ALL THESE THINGS LIVE AND REMAIN FOREVER, AND FOR EVERY USE ALL THINGS OBEY HIM."  AND DAVID SAYS: "HOW GREAT ARE THY WORKS, O LORD? THOU HAST MADE ALL THINGS IN WISDOM", AND AGAIN, "BY THY ORDINANCE THE DAY GOETH ON, FOR ALL THINGS SERVE THEE", AND AGAIN, "FOR HE SPOKE AND THEY WERE MADE, HE COMMANDED AND THEY WERE CREATED. HE HATH ESTABLISHED THEM FOREVER AND FOR AGES OF AGES." AND SO, IT CLEARLY SEEMS THAT THIS NOBLE CREATION AND PRODUCTION OF THE GOOD IS ESTABLISHED FOREVER AND FOR AGES OF AGES BY THE TRUE LORD GOD. BUT IF ONE FOLLOWS THE DOCTRINE OF OUR OPPONENTS AS I INTERPRET IT, THIS CANNOT BE SO, MOST PARTICULARLY IF ALL THE HEAVENS WHICH NOW ARE, AND THE EARTH, AND ALL THE ELEMENTS ARE TO BE COMPLETELY DESTROYED BY THE HEAT OF FIRE AS, IN THEIR OPINION AS I INTERPRET IT, THE BLESSED PETER TESTIFIED. 
[8] ON THE SECOND MEANING OF "CREATING" AND "MAKING." 1 NOW INTEND TO TREAT OF THE SECOND MEANING OF "MAKING" AND "CREATING," OF WHICH I SAID ABOVE THAT "TO CREATE" AND "TO MAKE" MEAN TO ADD SOMETHING TO THE ESSENCE OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN MADE EVIL WHICH DISPOSES THEM UNTO GOOD WORKS.° FOR THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE EPHESIANS, "FOR WE ARE HIS WORKMANSHIP, CREATED IN CHRIST JESUS IN GOOD WORKS, WHICH GOD HATH PREPARED THAT WE SHOULD WALK IN THEM."  AND DAVID SAYS: "ALL EXPECT OF THEE THAT THOU GIVE THEM FOOD IN SEASON. WHAT THOU GIVEST TO THEM, THEY SHALL GATHER UP; WHEN THOU OPENEST THY HAND, THEY SHALL ALL BE FILLED WITH GOOD. BUT IF THOU TUMEST AWAY THY FACE, THEY SHALL BE TROUBLED; THOU SHALT TAKE AWAY THEIR BREATH, AND THEY SHALL FAIL AND SHALL RETURN TO THEIR DUST. THOU SHALT SEND FORTH THY SPIRIT, AND THEY SHALL BE CREATED; AND THOU SHALT RENEW THE FACE OF THE EARTH." 
[9] EXPLANATION OF THE TEXT OF ISAIAH "I AM THE LORD, AND THERE IS NONE ELSE." THE LORD SAYS THROUGH ISAIAH: "I AM THE LORD AND THERE IS NONE ELSE. I FORM THE LIGHT AND CREATE DARKNESS; I MAKE PEACE AND CREATE [MESSIANIC] EVIL, I THE LORD THAT DO ALL THESE THINGS."  THIS TEXT CAN BE INTERPRETED AS THOUGH ITS MEANING WERE: THERE IS NO LORD BUT I WHO "FORM THE LIGHT"—WHICH IS CHRIST, WHO IS THE "TRUE LIGHT, WHICH ENLIGHTENETH EVERY MAN THAT COMETH INTO THIS WORLD," AS THE BLESSED JOHN SAYS IN HIS GOSPEL. AND I WHO "CREATE DARKNESS"—WHICH MEANS TO ORDAIN THE GENTILE PEOPLE TO GOOD WORKS, AS WAS SET FORTH ABOVE; THEY WHO WERE BECOME PART OF DARKNESS, WALKING IN DARKNESS, AS ONE READS IN THE GOSPEL, "THE PEOPLE OF THE GENTILES THAT WALKED IN DARKNESS HATH SEEN GREAT LIGHT."  AND THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE EPHESIANS: "FOR YOU WERE HERETOFORE DARKNESS, BUT NOW LIGHT IN THE LORD. WALK THEN AS CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT."  "I MAKE PEACE"—THAT IS, CHRIST, WHO WAS OUR PEACE, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS OF HIM TO THE EPHESIANS, "FOR HE IS OUR PEACE WHO HATH MADE BOTH ONE, AND HATH BROKEN DOWN THE MIDDLE WALL OF PARTITION";  OR [CHRIST], WHO MADE PEACE BETWEEN THE PEOPLE OF THE GENTILES AND THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, AS IS CONTAINED IN THE SAME EPISTLE: "[THAT HE MIGHT MAKE THE TWO IN HIMSELF] INTO ONE NEW MAN, MAKING PEACE, AND MIGHT RECONCILE BOTH TO GOD IN ONE BODY. AND COMING, HE PREACHED PEACE TO YOU THAT WERE AFAR OFF AND PEACE TO THEM THAT WERE NIGH; FOR BY HIM WE HAVE ACCESS BOTH IN ONE SPIRIT TO THE FATHER."  AND I "CREATE EVIL"—THAT IS, I APPOINT THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, WHO HAD BECOME EVIL, IF UNTO GOOD WORKS, AS CHRIST SAYS OF THEM IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, " YOU THEN, BEING EVIL, KNOW HOW TO GIVE GOOD GIFTS TO YOUR CHILDREN, HOW MUCH MORE WILL YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN GIVE GOOD THINGS TO THEM THAT ASK HIM?"  IT IS IN THIS SENSE THAT THE LORD IS SAID TO CREATE DARKNESS AND EVIL. BUT THIS IS NOT POSSIBLE, ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF OUR OPPONENTS, WHO BELIEVE THAT "TO CREATE" IS TO MAKE SOMETHING FROM NOTHING. AND THEIR OPINION IS MOST CLEARLY DISPROVED. FOR SURELY, IF THE TRUE LORD GOD EXCLUSIVELY AND ESSENTIALLY CREATED DARKNESS AND EVIL, UNDOUBTEDLY, HE WOULD BE THE CAUSE AND BEGINNING OF ALL EVIL, WHICH IS AN UTTERLY VAIN AND WICKED CONCLUSION. 
[10] ON THE MAKING OF THOSE WHO HAD BECOME EVIL. MOREOVER, PAUL SAYS TO THE CORINTHIANS IN HIS SECOND EPISTLE, IN REGARD TO THE MAKING OF THOSE WHO HAD BECOME EVIL, "BUT OUR SUFFICIENCY IS FROM GOD, WHO ALSO HATH MADE US FIT MINISTERS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, NOT IN THE LETTER BUT IN THE SPIRIT; FOR THE LETTER KILLETH, BUT THE SPIRIT QUICKENETH."  AND AGAIN, THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS TO THE COLOSSIANS, "GIVING THANKS TO GOD THE FATHER, WHO HATH MADE US WORTHY TO BE PARTAKERS OF THE LOT OF THE SAINTS IN THE LIGHT OF TRUTH."  AND HE SAYS TO THE CORINTHIANS, "IF, THEN, ANY BE IN CHRIST A NEW CREATURE, THE OLD THINGS ARE PASSED AWAY; BEHOLD ALL THINGS ARE MADE NEW." ALSO, OF THIS MAKING, AS IS BELIEVED, THE BLESSED JOHN SAYS IN THE APOCALYPSE, "AND HE THAT SAT ON THE THRONE SAID, 'BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW.' "  NOW, ACCORDING TO THIS INTERPRETATION, OUR LORD GOD IS CALLED "CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]" OR "MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]" FOR CONSTITUTING SINNERS UNTO GOOD WORKS, AS IS CLEARLY ENOUGH EXPLAINED IN THE FOREGOING. 
[11] ON THE THIRD MEANING OF "CREATING" AND "MAKING." IN REGARD GOING TO THE THIRD MEANING OF "CREATING" AND "MAKING"—ABOUT WHICH I REMARKED ABOVE THAT ONE SAYS "TO CREATE" OR "TO MAKE" WHEN SOMETHING IS PERMITTED BY THE TRUE LORD GOD TO THE ONE WHO IS WHOLLY EVIL OR TO HIS MINISTER, WHO CANNOT ACCOMPLISH HIS DESIRES UNLESS THE GOOD LORD HIMSELF SUFFERS THE DECEIT PATIENTLY FOR A TIME, TO HIS OWN HONOR AND TO THE SHAME OF HIS MOST WICKED ENEMY—I INTEND TO CONFIRM MY INTERPRET TATION BY BIBLICAL PROOFS. FOR THE PROPHET EZECHIEL SAYS OF THE ASSYRIAN KING, WHO REPRESENTS THE DEVIL:  "THE CEDARS IN THE PARADISE OF GOD WERE NOT HIGHER THAN HE, THE FIR TREES DID NOT EQUAL HIS TOP, NEITHER WERE THE PLANE TREES TO BE COMPARED WITH HIM FOR BRANCHES; NO TREE IN THE PARADISE OF GOD WAS LIKE HIM IN HIS BEAUTY. FOR HE MADE HIM BEAUTIFUL AND THICK SET WITH MANY BRANCHES, AND ALL THE TREES OF PLEASURE THAT WERE IN THE PARADISE OF GOD ENVIED HIM."  AND THE LORD SAYS THROUGH ISAIAH: "I HAVE CREATED THE SMITH THAT BLOWETH THE COALS IN THE FIRE AND BRINGETH FORTH AN INSTRUMENT FOR HIS WORK. AND I HAVE CREATED THE KILLER TO DESTROY", AND AGAIN, "I AM THE LORD, AND THERE IS NONE ELSE. I FORM THE LIGHT AND CREATE DARKNESS; I MAKE PEACE AND CREATE [MESSIANIC] EVIL, I THE LORD THAT DO ALL THESE THINGS."  AND DAVID SAYS, "THIS SEA DRAGON WHICH THOU HAST FORMED TO PLAY THEREIN."  AND IN THE BOOK OF JOB THE LORD SAYS TO HIM, "BEHOLD BEHEMOTH, WHOM I MADE WITH THEE; HE EATETH GRASS LIKE AN OX." NOW, IF THE ASSYRIAN, THE SMITH, THE KILLER, THE DARKNESS, THE EVIL, THE DRAGON, AND THE BEHEMOTH SIGNIFY HIM WHO IS THE CHIEF PRINCIPLE OF ALL EVIL, ONE MUST NECESSARILY INTERPRET THE WORDS, "TO CREATE" DARKNESS AND EVIL AND THE KILLER, AND SO ON, TO MEAN THAT GOD ENDURES FROM ONE WHO IS HIS MOST WICKED ENEMY DECEIT AND MALICE AGAINST HIS PEOPLE FOR A TIME, IN ORDER TO PERMIT THEM TO BE TRAMPLED UNDERFOOT FOR THEIR SINS. SO, OUR LORD GOD IS SAID "TO MAKE" THE EVIL WHICH, FOR OUR SINS, HE DOES NOT FORBID, JUST AS ISAIAH SAYS, "BUT HE THAT IS THE WISE ONE HATH BROUGHT EVIL, AND HATH NOT REMOVED HIS WORDS." AND THROUGH JEREMIAH, THE LORD AGAIN SAYS, "FOR I BRING EVIL FROM THE NORTH AND GREAT DESTRUCTION." AND THROUGH HABAKKUK THE LORD ALSO SAYS, "FOR I WILL RAISE UP THE CHALDEANS, A BITTER AND SWIFT NATION, MARCHING UPON THE BREADTH OF THE EARTH TO POSSESS THE DWELLING PLACES THAT ARE NOT THEIR OWN." AND THE LORD SAYS THROUGH AMOS: "SHALL THE TRUMPET SOUND IN A CITY AND THE PEOPLE NOT BE AFRAID? SHALL THERE BE EVIL IN A CITY WHICH THE LORD HATH NOT DONE?"  AND THE BLESSED JOB SAYS, 'THE TABERNACLES OF ROBBERS ABOUND, AND THEY PROVOKE GOD BOLDLY, WHEREAS IT IS HE THAT HATH GIVEN ALL INTO THEIR HANDS."  AND THE PROPHET DANIEL SAYS OF THE KING OF BABYLON: "THOU ART A KING OF KINGS, AND THE GOD OF HEAVEN HATH GIVEN THEE A KINGDOM, AND STRENGTH, AND POWER, AND GLORY, AND ALL PLACES WHEREIN THE CHILDREN OF MEN AND THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD DO DWELL; HE HATH ALSO GIVEN THE BIRDS OF THE AIR INTO THY HAND AND HATH PUT ALL THINGS UNDER THY POWER."  ALL THIS MUST BE UNDERSTOOD AS OCCURRING BY THE SUFFERANCE OF THE LORD, BECAUSE OF THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE, AS ELIHU SAYS IN THE BOOK OF JOB: "AND UPON NATIONS AND OVER ALL MEN HE MAKETH A MAN THAT IS A HYPOCRITE TO REIGN FOR THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE"--THAT IS, ENDURES HIS REIGN BECAUSE OF THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE. IN THIS WISE THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE ROMANS, "WHAT IF GOD, WILLING TO SHOW HIS WRATH AND TO MAKE HIS POWER KNOWN, ENDURED WITH MUCH PATIENCE VESSELS OF WRATH FITTED FOR DESTRUCTION, THAT HE MIGHT SHOW THE RICHES OF HIS GLORY ON THE VESSELS OF MERCY."  THIS DOES NOT MEAN, HOWEVER, THAT TO DO EVIL MAY BE A FUNCTION DIRECTLY AND ESSENTIALLY OF THE TRUE LORD GOD, FOR WERE THAT THE CASE—IF THERE WERE NO EVIL WHICH THE TRUE LORD GOD HAD NOT DIRECTLY AND ESSENTIALLY DONE—THE TRUE LORD GOD WOULD BE FUNDAMENTALLY THE CAUSE AND BEGINNING OF ALL EVIL, WHICH IS AN UTTERLY VAIN AND FOOLISH BELIEF. WHENCE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR INTERPRETATION, WE CAN MOST INTELLIGIBLY CONCLUDE THAT GOD "CREATED" DARKNESS, EVIL, AND MURDER; "MADE" THE ASSYRIAN; AND "FORMED" THE DRAGON AND THE MANY OTHER BANEFUL THINGS NOTED IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES; THAT IS TO SAY, HE SUFFERS THEM TO PREVAIL OVER HIS PEOPLE FOR THEIR SINS, AND IN CONSONANCE WITH THIS, EVILS ARE SAID TO BE "DONE" BY HIM--THAT IS, HE GIVES SUFFERANCE FOR A TIME TO MALICE DIRECTED AGAINST HIS OWN. AND IN THIS SENSE, WE CAN FREELY CONCEDE THAT SATAN WAS 'CREATED" OR "MADE" BY THE TRUE LORD GOD—THAT IS, AFTER HE WAS GIVEN LICENSE TO AFFLICT JOB—FOR BY PERMISSION WHICH HE OBTAINED FROM THE TRUE LORD GOD HE DID THAT WHICH HE WAS UNABLE TO ACHIEVE BY HIMSELF. AND SO, HE CAN BE SAID TO BE "MADE" BY GOD—THAT IS, HE WAS ACKNOWLEDGED AS RULER OVER THE PEOPLE, NOT ABSOLUTELY BUT, SO TO SPEAK, INDIRECTLY AND NONESSENTIALLY. AND SATAN IS ALLOWED NOT ONLY TO RULE OVER SINNERS BUT ALSO TO TEMPT THE JUST, AS IS WRITTEN IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED MATTHEW ABOUT OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, "THEN JESUS WAS LED BY THE SPIRIT INTO THE DESERT TO BE TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL."  AND THE BLESSED MARY SAYS: "AND IMMEDIATELY THE SPIRIT DROVE HIM OUT INTO THE DESERT. AND HE WAS IN THE DESERT FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS AND WAS TEMPTED BY SATAN."  AND THE FAITHFUL LUKE SAYS: "AND JESUS, BEING FULL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, RETURNED FROM THE JORDAN AND WAS LED BY THE SPIRIT INTO THE DESERT FOR THE SPACE OF FORTY DAYS, AND WAS TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL", AND AGAIN, "AND THE TEMPTATION BEING ENDED, THE DEVIL DEPARTED FROM HIM FOR A TIME."  AND THE SAME THING MAY BE NOTED IN REGARD TO THE BLESSED JOB, AS THE LORD HIMSELF SAYS TO SATAN, "BEHOLD, ALL THAT HE HATH IS IN THY HAND." AND IN PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO JOB THE LORD AGAIN SAYS, "BEHOLD, HE IS HATH SHUT ME UP WITH THE UNJUST MAN AND HATH DELIVERED ME INTO THE HANDS OF THE WICKED", AND AGAIN, "DOTH IT, SEEM GOOD TO THEE THAT THOU SHOULDST CALUMNIATE ME AND OPPRESS ME, THE WORK OF THY OWN HANDS, AND HELP THE COUNSEL OF THE WICKED?" AND IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, CHRIST SAYS TO PILATE, SATAN'S MINISTER, "THOU SHOULDST NOT HAVE ANY POWER AGAINST ME UNLESS IT WERE GIVEN THEE FROM ABOVE", WHICH IS TO SAY, CONCEDED TO YOU, AND THIS MAY BE INTERPRETED AS MEANING FROM GOD. AND IN THIS WAY OUR LORD GOD IS SAID "TO CREATE" EVIL WHEN FOR SOME REASONABLE CAUSE HE DOES NOT PROHIBIT IT. OF THIS ONE FINDS CLEAR CONFIRMATION IN THE CASE OF THE BLESSED JOB WHERE IN THE BOOK OF TOBIAS ONE READS OF TOBIAS: "NOW THIS TRIAL THE LORD THEREFORE PERMITTED TO HAPPEN TO HIM, THAT AN EXAMPLE MIGHT BE GIVEN TO POSTERITY OF HIS PATIENCE, AS ALSO OF HOLY JOB."  AND THE BLESSED JAMES SAYS, "YOU HAVE HEARD OF THE PATIENCE OF JOB, AND YOU HAVE SEEN THE END OF THE LORD." THAT THE AFORESAID TEXTS, MOREOVER, PROPERLY SHOULD BE SO INTERPRETED, EVEN ACCORDING TO THE CONCEPT OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT "TO CREATE" MEANS TO MAKE SOMETHING FROM NOTHING, IS PROVED AS FOLLOWS: THE APOSTLE SAYS TO TIMOTHY, "FOR EVERY CREATURE OF GOD IS GOOD, AND NOTHING TO BE REJECTED."  AND ECCLESIASTES SAYS, "HE HATH MADE ALL THINGS GOOD IN THEIR TIME."  AND IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF WISDOM, "FOR SO MUCH THEN AS THOU ART JUST, THOU ORDEREST ALL THINGS JUSTLY."  THEREFORE, IF GOD MADE AND CREATED AND JUSTLY ORDERED ALL THINGS GOOD, HE DID NOT CREATE THE DARKNESS OR EVIL, NOR DID HE FORM THE DRAGON. NOR ARE EVEN OUR OPPONENTS WANT TO BELIEVE THAT GOD HAD FORMED THE DEVIL AS A DRAGON, BUT RATHER AS A BEAUTIFUL ANGEL, NOR THAT HE HAD CREATED ANGELS AS DEMONS AND THINGS OF DARKNESS, BUT RATHER AS ANGELS SHINING AND LUMINOUS. 
[12] THAT GOD DID NOT CREATE DARKNESS OR EVIL. WHENCE, ONE SHOULD GIVE NO CREDENCE AT ALL TO THE BELIEF THAT THE TRUE LORD GOD ABSOLUTELY AND DIRECTLY CREATED DARKNESS OR EVIL, ESPECIALLY FROM NOTHING, WHICH OUR OPPONENTS THINK IS THE PROPER MEANING OF "TO CREATE." AND MOST PARTICULARLY THIS IS SO BECAUSE THE BLESSED JOHN CAN SAY IN THE FIRST EPISTLE: "THAT GOD IS LIGHT AND IN HIM THERE IS NO DARKNESS," NOR, CONSEQUENTLY, [DARKNESS] THROUGH HIM. THEREFORE, DARKNESS DOES NOT FALL WITHIN THAT ALL-INCLUSIVE TERM WHICH THE APOSTLE EMPLOYS IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS: "FOR OF HIM AND BY HIM AND IN HIM ARE ALL THINGS," 100 NOR YET WITHIN THAT USED BY THE SAME APOSTLE WITH REFERENCE TO CHRIST IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS, "FOR IN HIM WERE ALL THINGS CREATED, IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH, VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, WHETHER THRONES, OR DOMINATIONS, OR PRINCIPALITIES, OR POWERS: ALL THINGS WERE CREATED BY HIM AND IN HIM. AND HE IS BEFORE ALL, AND IN HIM ALL THINGS CONSIST."  WHEREFORE CHRIST SAYS OF HIMSELF, "I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD; HE THAT FOLLOWETH ME WALKETH NOT IN DARKNESS, BUT SHALL HAVE THE LIGHT OF LIFE." SO, DARKNESS IS NOT CREATED ABSOLUTELY AND DIRECTLY BY OUR LORD GOD AND HIS SON JESUS CHRIST BUT ONLY IN AN INDIRECT AND RELATIVE SENSE, WHICH WAS SHOWN CLEARLY ENOUGH ABOVE; ALBEIT, IN KEEPING WITH OUR THESIS, THE AFORESAID TEXTS CAN BE OTHERWISE INTERPRETED, AS IS SEEN IN SOME PART TO HAVE BEEN DONE IN THE FOREGOING. HENCE, BY USING THE THREE SENSES [OF "CREATION"] DISCUSSED ABOVE AND THE VARIOUS MEANINGS WHICH ARE ASSIGNED IN HOLY SCRIPTURES TO "ALL" AND OTHER TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY, THE TEXTS QUOTED ABOVE CAN BE GIVEN THEIR CORRECT INTERPRETATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR BELIEF. THAT IS, THE LORD OUR GOD CREATED AND MADE ALL THINGS, NAMELY, HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE SEA, AND ALL THINGS WHICH ARE THEREIN; HE MADE ALL THINGS IN HEAVEN AND EARTH THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST; AND ALL THINGS WERE CREATED BY HIM, IN HIM, AND OF HIM, AS HAS ALREADY BEEN DEMONSTRATED BY MANY TEXTS.
PART III. ON THE TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY 
[1] A REBUTTAL: GOOD AND EVIL ARE NOT DENOTED BY "ALL" AND OTHER TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY. I HAVE RESOLVED TO DISCUSS A SUBJECT ON WHICH OUR OPPONENTS HAVE OFTEN VAUNTED THEMSELVES OVER US, IN THAT THEY FREQUENTLY SEEK TO CONFIRM THEIR DOCTRINE BY THOSE TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY SUCH AS "ALL" (OMNIA), "ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER" (UNIVERSA), AND "ALL THINGS" (CUNCTA), AND OTHER TERMS WHICH IN BIBLICAL TEXTS DENOTE THE TOTAL NUMBER OF THINGS. THEY MAKE NO DISTINCTION AT ALL AMONG SUBSTANCES AND INSIST, MOREOVER, THAT ALL SUBSTANCES WHATSOEVER, THE EVIL AS WELL AS THE GOOD, THE TRANSITORY AS WELL AS THE PERMANENT, HAVE BEEN MADE AND CREATED WITHOUT EXCEPTION BY THE JUST, TRUE, AND HOLY LORD GOD. WITH THE AID OF THE TRUE FATHER I HAVE DETERMINED TO REBUT THEIR DOCTRINE BY THE TESTIMONY OF THE SCRIPTURES AND THE SOUNDEST OF ARGUMENTS. 
[2] ON THE TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY. IT SHOULD, THEN, BE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY MENTIONED ABOVE, ALTHOUGH THEY MAY BE SO CALLED BY GRAMMARIANS, CANNOT BE CATEGORICALLY SO DESIGNATED BY MEN OF REAL WISDOM, TO WIT, THAT UNDER ANY TERM OF UNIVERSALITY ALL SUBSTANCES 59. BOOK OF TWO PRINCIPLES (PART III) 545 AND ACTIONS WHATSOEVER MAY BE NEATLY COMPREHENDED, AND INDEED EVEN ALL ACCIDENTS. WHENCE, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT, AMONG THE LEARNED, THESE TERMS ARE CALLED UNIVERSALS ACCORDING TO THE CONSTRUCTION PLACED UPON THEM IN THE MINDS OF THOSE USING THEM, BUT NOT AT ALL BECAUSE ALL THINGS BOTH GOOD AND EVIL MAY BE ABSOLUTELY AND FINALLY SUMMED UP UNDER ANY GIVEN TERM OF UNIVERSALITY. AND THIS IS PARTICULARLY TRUE INASMUCH AS GOOD AND EVIL DO NOT HARMONIZE, NOR CAN ONE COME FROM THE OTHER, SINCE THEY MUTUALLY DESTROY ONE ANOTHER AND BATTLE IN ACTIVE AND CONTINUOUS OPPOSITION. BECAUSE OF THIS, ONE SHOULD REALIZE THAT THE AFORESAID TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY ARE USED IN SCRIPTURAL TEXTS WITH SEVERAL MEANINGS. NOW, THERE ARE SOME SUCH TERMS WHICH REFER TO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE GOOD, CLEAN, MADE IN WISDOM, AND HIGHLY DESIRABLE, WHICH PERSIST FOREVER AND WHICH OBEY OUR LORD GOD IN EVERY USE, AS IS CLEARLY REVEALED IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. ON THE OTHER HAND, THERE ARE OTHER TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY, WHICH DESIGNATE THOSE THINGS THAT ARE EVIL, VAIN, AND TRANSITORY, AND THAT OUGHT TO BE CAST ASIDE, TO BE COUNTED BUT AS DUNG [SHIT] BY THE FAITHFUL OF JESUS CHRIST, THAT THEY MAY GAIN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. THERE ARE STILL OTHER TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY, WHICH, AS ONE READS, RELATE TO THOSE WHO, ONCE ESTABLISHED UNDER THE POWER OF THE KING OF BABYLON, WERE TO HAVE BEEN GIVEN INTO THE HANDS OF ROBBERS, AND WERE RATHER TO HAVE BEEN LAID WASTE BY "A KING OF A SHAMELESS FACE."  THESE TERMS ALSO, WE BELIEVE, WERE "CONCLUDED UNDER [I.E. CONFINED UNDER THE POWER OF] SIN, THAT THE PROMISE, BY THE FAITH OF JESUS CHRIST, MIGHT BE GIVEN TO THEM THAT BELIEVE."  THEY WERE ALSO CONFINED IN UNBELIEF BY THE TRUE LORD GOD "THAT HE MAY HAVE MERCY ON ALL" OF THEM. NOW, THESE TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY REPRESENT THOSE WHO ARE TO BE RECONCILED, RESTORED, RENEWED, RE-ESTABLISHED, FULFILLED, AND QUICKENED BY OUR LORD GOD, AND BY HIS SON JESUS CHRIST, AS IS MANIFESTLY DWELT UPON BY THE SCRIPTURES. 
[3] ON THE TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY REFERRING TO THE GOOD. I WISH TO EXPOUND THE SOUNDEST INTERPRETATION OF THOSE TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY WHICH I CHARACTERIZED ABOVE AS REFERRING TO WHAT IS GOOD, CLEAN, MADE IN WISDOM, AND THE LIKE, USING THE EVIDENCE OF HOLY SCRIPTURES. FOR THE APOSTLE SAYS IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY, "FOR EVERY CREATURE OF GOD IS GOOD AND NOTHING TO BE REJECTED."  AND ECCLESIASTES SAYS, "HE HATH MADE ALL THINGS GOOD IN THEIR TIME", AND AGAIN, "I HAVE LEARNED THAT ALL THE WORKS WHICH GOD HATH MADE, CONTINUE FOREVER; WE CANNOT ADD ANYTHING, NOR TAKE AWAY FROM THOSE THINGS WHICH GOD HATH MADE THAT HE MAY BE FEARED." AND IT IS WRITTEN IN ECCLESIASTICUS: "O HOW DESIRABLE ARE ALL HIS WORKS! ALL THESE THINGS LIVE AND REMAIN FOREVER, AND FOR EVERY USE ALL THINGS OBEY HIM."  AND DAVID SAYS: "HOW GREAT ARE THY WORKS, O LORD? THOU HAST MADE ALL THINGS IN WISDOM", AND AGAIN, "BY THY ORDINANCE THE DAY GOETH ON, FOR ALL THINGS SERVE THEE."  AND THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE ROMANS: "ALL THINGS INDEED ARE CLEAN", AND AGAIN, "ALL THINGS ARE CLEAN TO THE CLEAN", AND AGAIN, "AND WE KNOW THAT TO THEM THAT LOVE GOD ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER UNTO GOOD," AND SO ON. IN THIS WAY IT IS CLEARLY PROVED BY SCRIPTURAL EVIDENCE THAT THE AFORESAID TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY DESIGNATE THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE MOST EXCELLENT AND CLEAN, AND WHICH PERSIST FOREVER. HENCE, AMONG WISE MEN, IT SEEMS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE GOOD AND THE EVIL, THE TRANSITORY AND THE PERMANENT, CAN BE WHOLLY SUMMED UP ABSOLUTELY AND DIRECTLY UNDER THESE TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY, AS THESE WISE MEN CAN VERY CLEARLY DISCOVER. 
[4] ON THE UNIVERSAL SYMBOLS WHICH REFER TO THE EVIL. THE DISCUSSION NOW TURNS TO THE QUESTION OF THOSE TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY WHICH I CHARACTERIZED ABOVE AS DESIGNATING THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE EVIL, VAIN, TRANSITORY, AND WHICH ARE TO BE CAST ASIDE, AND SO ON. FOR ECCLESIASTES SAYS: "VANITY OF VANITIES AND ALL IS VANITY", AND AGAIN, "I HAVE SEEN ALL THINGS THAT ARE DONE UNDER THE SUN AND BEHOLD, ALL IS VANITY AND VEXATION OF SPIRIT."  AND AGAIN: "ALL THINGS HAVE THEIR SEASON AND IN THEIR TIMES ALL THINGS PASS UNDER HEAVEN. A TIME TO BE BORN AND A TIME TO DIE."  AND AGAIN: "ALL THINGS ARE SUBJECT TO VANITY. AND ALL THINGS GO TO ONE PLACE; OF EARTH THEY WERE MADE AND INTO EARTH THEY RETURN TOGETHER."  AND AGAIN, "AND THEREFORE I WAS WEARY OF MY LIFE, WHEN I SAW THAT ALL THINGS UNDER THE SUN ARE EVIL; AND ALL VANITY AND VEXATION OF SPIRIT."  AND THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE COLOSSIANS: "IF THEN YOU BE DEAD WITH CHRIST FROM THE ELEMENTS OF THIS WORLD, WHY DO YOU YET DECREE AS THOUGH LIVING IN THE WORLD? TOUCH NOT, TASTE NOT, HANDLE NOT, WHICH ARE ALL UNTO DESTRUCTION BY THE VERY USE."  AND TO THE PHILIPPIANS THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS: "IF ANY OTHER THINKETH HE MAY HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH, I MORE; BEING CIRCUMCISED THE EIGHTH DAY, OF THE STOCK OF ISRAEL, OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, A HEBREW OF THE HEBREWS; ACCORDING TO THE LAW, A PHARISEE; ACCORDING TO ZEAL, PERSECUTING THE CHURCH OF GOD; ACCORDING TO THE JUSTICE THAT IS IN THE LAW, CONVERSING WITHOUT BLAME. BUT THE THINGS THAT WERE GAIN TO ME, THE SAME I HAVE COUNTED LOSS FOR CHRIST. FURTHERMORE, I COUNT ALL THINGS TO BE BUT LOSS FOR THE EXCELLENT KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST MY LORD, FOR WHOM I HAVE SUFFERED THE LOSS OF ALL THINGS AND COUNT THEM BUT AS DUNG, THAT I MAY GAIN CHRIST."  AND IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED MATTHEW, CHRIST SAYS TO THE SCRIBE, "IF THOU WILT BE PERFECT, GO, SELL WHAT THOU HAST", THAT IS, PUT AWAY ALL YOUR MATERIAL POSSESSIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW. THENCE THERE FOLLOWS: "THEN PETER ANSWERING, SAID TO HIM: 'BEHOLD, WE HAVE LEFT ALL THINGS AND HAVE FOLLOWED THEE; WHAT THEREFORE SHALL WE HAVE?' "  IN ANSWER, HE SAID, "YOU HAVE LEFT ALL THINGS AND FOLLOWED ME," AND SO FORTH. AND THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE COLOSSIANS, "BUT NOW PUT YOU ALSO ALL AWAY: ANGER, DETRACTION, INDIGNATION, MALICE, BLASPHEMY."  AND THE BLESSED JOHN SAYS IN HIS FIRST EPISTLE: "LOVE NOT THE WORLD NOR THE THINGS WHICH ARE IN THE WORLD. IF ANY MAN, LOVE THE WORLD, THE CHARITY OF THE FATHER IS NOT IN HIM. FOR ALL THAT IS IN THE WORLD IS THE CONCUPISCENCE OF THE FLESH AND THE CONCUPISCENCE OF THE EYES AND THE PRIDE OF LIFE, WHICH IS NOT OF THE FATHER BUT IS OF THE WORLD," AND SO ON. THUS, IT SHOULD BE CLEARLY REALIZED THAT THESE UNIVERSAL SYMBOLS WHICH REFER TO WHAT IS EVIL, VAIN, AND TRANSITORY ARE NOT OF THE SAME SORT AS THOSE OTHER UNIVERSAL SYMBOLS ALREADY MENTIONED, WHICH DESIGNATE THE GOOD, CLEAN, AND HIGHLY DESIRABLE, AND WHICH PERSIST FOREVER. AND THIS IS PARTICULARLY TRUE BECAUSE THEY CANNOT BE IN HARMONY NOR EXIST TOGETHER UNDER ANY FORM OF UNIVERSALITY, BECAUSE THEY MUTUALLY DESTROY AND OPPOSE ONE ANOTHER. NOR IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THEY CAN DERIVE ENTIRELY FROM THE SAME CAUSE. 
[5] ON THOSE TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY DESIGNATING THOSE WHO FOR THEIR SINS WERE ESTABLISHED IN THE POWER OF THE KING OF BABYLON. I NOW PROPOSE TO CLARIFY THE MATTER OF THOSE TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY WHICH WERE ONCE ESTABLISHED UNDER THE POWER OF THE KING OF BABYLON, WHICH WERE TO HAVE BEEN GIVEN INTO THE HANDS OF ROBBERS, AND WERE RATHER TO HAVE BEEN LAID WASTE BY "A KING OF A SHAMELESS FACE."  THESE TERMS, ALSO, WE BELIEVE, APPLY TO ALL THAT ARE TO BE RECONCILED, RE-ESTABLISHED, FULFILLED, AND QUICKENED BY THE TRUE LORD GOD AND BY HIS SON JESUS CHRIST, AS IS CLEARLY SET FORTH IN THE SCRIPTURES. FOR THE PROPHET DANIEL SAYS TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR, THE BABYLONIAN KING: "THOU ART A KING OF KINGS, AND THE GOD OF HEAVEN HATH GIVEN THEE A KINGDOM, AND STRENGTH, AND POWER, AND GLORY, AND ALL PLACES WHEREIN THE CHILDREN OF MEN AND THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD DO DWELL; HE HATH ALSO GIVEN THE BIRDS OF THE AIR INTO THY HAND AND HATH PUT ALL THINGS UNDER THY POWER."  AND AGAIN: "AND AFTER THEIR REIGN, WHEN INIQUITIES SHALL BE GROWN UP, THERE SHALL ARISE A KING OF A SHAMELESS FACE AND UNDERSTANDING DARK SENTENCES. AND HIS POWER SHALL BE STRENGTHENED BUT NOT BY HIS OWN FORCE, AND HE SHALL LAY ALL THINGS WASTE AND SHALL PROSPER AND DO MORE THAN CAN BE BELIEVED. AND HE SHALL DESTROY THE MIGHTY, AND THE PEOPLE OF THE SAINTS, ACCORDING TO HIS WILL. AND CRAFT SHALL BE SUCCESSFUL IN HIS HAND, AND HIS HEART SHALL BE PUFFED UP. AND IN THE ABUNDANCE OF ALL THINGS HE SHALL KILL MANY; AND HE SHALL RISE UP AGAINST THE PRINCE OF PRINCES."  AND JOB SAYS, "THE TABERNACLES OF ROBBERS ABOUND, AND THEY PROVOKE GOD BOLDLY, WHEREAS IT IS HE THAT HATH GIVEN ALL INTO THEIR HANDS."  ALL THIS YOU MUST INTERPRET AS CAUSED BY THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE, AS THE ALREADY QUOTED DANIEL, REFERRING TO THE "LITTLE HORN," SAYS, "AND STRENGTH WAS GIVEN HIM AGAINST THE CONTINUAL SACRIFICE, BECAUSE OF SINS; AND TRUTH SHALL BE CAST DOWN ON THE GROUND."  AND ELIHU IN THE BOOK OF JOB SAYS, "AND UPON NATIONS AND OVER ALL MEN HE MAKETH A MAN THAT IS A HYPOCRITE TO REIGN FOR THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE."  AND IT WAS IN THIS WAY THAT THOSE WHO ARE REPRESENTED BY THE AFORESAID TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY, BECAUSE OF THEIR SINS, WERE ONCE, WE BELIEVE, PUT UNDER THE POWER OF SIN AND ALSO OF UNBELIEF, GIVEN INTO THE HANDS OF ROBBERS, AND ESTABLISHED UNDER THE POWER OF THE KING OF BABYLON, SO THAT IN THE LAST TIMES GOD MAY HAVE MERCY ON ALL OF THOSE WHO FORSAKE THEIR WICKEDNESS. FOR THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE GALATIANS, "BUT THE SCRIPTURE HATH CONCLUDED ALL UNDER SIN, THAT THE PROMISE BY THE FAITH OF JESUS CHRIST MIGHT BE GIVEN UNTO THEM THAT BELIEVE."  AND THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS TO THE ROMANS, "FOR GOD HATH CONCLUDED ALL IN UNBELIEF, THAT HE MAY HAVE MERCY ON US ALL." 
[6] ON THE MERCY OF THE LORD OUR GOD. SO THE LORD OUR GOD "FOR HIS EXCEEDING CHARITY WHEREWITH HE LOVED US"  HAS HAD MERCY UPON US, AS THE APOSTLE WRITES TO THE EPHESIANS: "EVEN WHEN WE WERE DEAD IN SINS, [GOD] HATH QUICKENETH US TOGETHER IN CHRIST";  AND AS THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS TO TITUS: "NOT BY THE WORKS WHICH WE HAVE DONE BUT ACCORDING TO HIS GREAT MERCY HE SAVED US, BY THE LAVER OF REGENERATION AND RENOVATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHOM HE HATH POURED FORTH UPON US ABUNDANTLY THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR SAVIOR, THAT, BEING JUSTIFIED BY HIS GRACE, WE MAY BE HEIRS ACCORDING TO HOPE OF LIFE EVERLASTING."  WHENCE IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF WISDOM: "BUT THOU, OUR GOD, ART GRACIOUS AND TRUE, PATIENT, AND ORDERING ALL THINGS IN MERCY."  AND AGAIN: "BUT THOU HAST MERCY UPON ALL BECAUSE THOU CANST DO ALL THINGS AND OVERLOOKEST THE SINS OF MEN FOR THE SAKE OF REPENTANCE. FOR THOU LOVEST ALL THINGS THAT ARE AND HATEST NONE OF THE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST MADE, FOR THOU DIDST NOT APPOINT OR MAKE ANYTHING HATING IT. AND HOW COULD ANYTHING ENDURE IF THOU WOULDST NOT? OR BE PRESERVED IF NOT CALLED BY THEE? BUT THOU SPAREST ALL BECAUSE THEY ARE THINE, O LORD, WHO LOVEST SOULS." AND AGAIN: "FOR IT WAS NEITHER HERB NOR MOLLIFYING PLASTER THAT HEALED THEM, BUT THY WORD, O LORD, WHICH HEALETH ALL THINGS."  AND DAVID SAYS: "ALL EXPECT OF THEE THAT THOU GIVE THEM FOOD IN SEASON. WHAT THOU GIVEST TO THEM THEY SHALL GATHER UP, WHEN THOU OPENEST THY HAND THEY SHALL ALL BE FULFILLED WITH GOOD."  AND CHRIST SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, "AND I, IF I BE LIFTED UP FROM THE EARTH, WILL DRAW ALL THINGS TO MYSELF."  THUS, IT IS CLEARLY DISCOVERED THROUGH STATEMENTS OF THE SCRIPTURE THAT GOD WISHES TO HAVE MERCY UPON ALL HIS CREATURES. 
[7] ON THE RECONCILIATION OF THOSE REPRESENTED BY TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY. IT CAN BE CLEARLY FOUND THROUGH EVIDENCE OF SCRIPTURE THAT THOSE TO WHOM THE AFORESAID TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY REFER ARE TO BE RECONCILED, RESTORED, RE-ESTABLISHED, FULFILLED, AND QUICKENED BY THE LORD OUR GOD AND BY HIS SON JESUS CHRIST. FOR THE APOSTLE SAYS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IN HIS EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS: "BECAUSE IN HIM IT HATH WELL PLEASED THE FATHER THAT ALL FULLNESS OF DIVINITY SHOULD DWELL, AND THROUGH HIM TO RECONCILE ALL THINGS UNTO HIMSELF, MAKING PEACE THROUGH THE BLOOD OF HIS CROSS, BOTH AS TO THE THINGS THAT ARE ON EARTH AND THE THINGS THAT ARE IN HEAVEN."  AND IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, CHRIST SAYS, "ELIJAH INDEED SHALL COME AND RESTORE ALL THINGS."  AND THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE EPHESIANS: "THAT HE MIGHT MAKE KNOWN UNTO US THE MYSTERY OF HIS WILL, ACCORDING TO HIS GOOD PLEASURE WHICH HE HATH PURPOSED IN HIM IN THE DISPENSATION OF THE FULLNESS OF TIMES, TO REESTABLISH ALL THINGS IN CHRIST THAT ARE IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH IN HIM."  AND IT IS WRITTEN IN THE APOCALYPSE, "AND HE THAT SAT ON THE THRONE, SAID, 'BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW.' "  AND IT IS OF CHRIST, WE BELIEVE, THAT THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE EPHESIANS, "HE THAT DESCENDED IS THE SAME ALSO THAT ASCENDED ABOVE ALL THE HEAVENS, THAT HE MIGHT FILL ALL THINGS." 50 AND IN HIS FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY, THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS, "I CHARGE THEE BEFORE GOD, WHO QUICKENETH ALL THINGS."  IT IS REVEALED, MOREOVER, THAT WHAT IS REPRESENTED BY THE TERM "ALL" HAS BEEN SUBJECTED UNDER THE FEET OF JESUS CHRIST BY THE TRUE LORD GOD, AS DAVID SAYS AND THE APOSTLE POINTS OUT TO THE HEBREWS: " 'HE HAS SUBJECTED ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FEET.' FOR IN THAT HE HATH SUBJECTED ALL THINGS TO HIM, HE LEFT NOTHING NOT SUBJECT TO HIM. BUT NOW WE SEE NOT AS YET ALL THINGS SUBJECT TO HIM." AND AGAIN, THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS: " 'FOR HE HATH PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FEET.' AND WHEREAS HE SAITH, 'ALL THINGS ARE PUT UNDER HIM'; UNDOUBTEDLY, HE IS EXCEPTED WHO PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIM. AND WHEN ALL THINGS SHALL BE SUBDUED UNTO HIM, THEN THE SON ALSO HIMSELF SHALL BE SUBJECT UNTO HIM THAT PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIM, THAT GOD MAY BE ALL IN ALL." 
[8] THAT ALL GOOD AND EVIL WHATSOEVER COME NOT FROM ONE AND THE SAME CAUSE. TO WISE MEN, THEREFORE, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE GOOD AND THE EVIL, THE CLEAN AND THE POLLUTED, THE TRANSITORY AND THE PERMANENT, ARE NOT SUMMED UP UNDER THESE TERMS OF UNIVERSALITY, TO WIT, "ALL," "ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER," AND "ALL THINGS," AND OTHERS WHICH ARE FOUND IN HOLY SCRIPTURES, MOST PARTICULARLY BECAUSE THEY ARE COMPLETE OPPOSITES AND CONTRARIES. NOR COULD THEY ALL ARISE ENTIRELY FROM ONE CAUSE ALONE. FOR JESUS SON OF SIRACH SAYS: "GOOD IS SET AGAINST EVIL, AND LIFE AGAINST DEATH, SO ALSO IS THE SINNER AGAINST A JUST MAN. AND SO, LOOK UPON ALL THE WORKS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]."  AND PAUL SAYS IN THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS: "FOR WHAT PARTICIPATION HATH JUSTICE WITH INJUSTICE? OR WHAT FELLOWSHIP HATH LIGHT WITH DARKNESS? AND WHAT CONCORD HATH CHRIST WITH BELIAL? OR WHAT PART HATH THE FAITHFUL WITH THE UNBELIEVER? AND WHAT AGREEMENT HATH THE TEMPLE OF GOD WITH IDOLS?"  IT IS AS IF HE WERE SAYING: JUSTICE HAS ABSOLUTELY NO HARMONY WITH INJUSTICE, NOR LIGHT WITH DARKNESS, NOR IS THERE CONCORD BETWEEN CHRIST AND BELIAL; WHICH SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD TO MEAN THAT THESE OPPOSITES AND CONTRARIES MAY NOT ARISE FROM ONE AND THE SAME CAUSE. IF IT WERE OTHERWISE—IF JUSTICE AND INJUSTICE, LIGHT AND DARKNESS, CHRIST AND BELIAL, THE FAITHFUL AND THE UNBELIEVER, CAME ABSOLUTELY AND DIRECTLY FROM THE HIGHEST CAUSE OF ALL GOOD—THEY WOULD BE IN PARTNERSHIP AND IN CONCORD, AND WOULD NOT DESTROY ONE ANOTHER IN THE WAY THAT GOOD AND EVIL OBVIOUSLY DO EVERY DAY. FOR IT WAS CLEARLY POINTED OUT ABOVE THAT, "GOOD IS SET AGAINST EVIL, AND LIFE AGAINST DEATH," AND SO ON. HENCE, IT FOLLOWS THAT THERE IS ANOTHER PRINCIPLE, ONE OF EVIL, WHO IS THE SOURCE AND CAUSE OF ALL WICKEDNESS, FOULNESS, AND UNBELIEF, AS ALSO OF ALL DARKNESS. FOR OTHERWISE, THE TRUE GOD HIMSELF, WHO IS MOST FAITHFUL, AND THE HEIGHT OF JUSTICE, THE ESSENCE OF PURITY, WOULD BE ENTIRELY THE CAUSE AND ORIGIN OF ALL EVIL. ALL OPPOSITES AND CONTRARIES WOULD EMANATE ENTIRELY FROM THE LORD HIMSELF. TO SUPPOSE THIS IS A MOST FOOLISH FANCY.
PART IV. A COMPENDIUM FOR THE INSTRUCTION OF BEGINNERS 
[1] ON THE CREATION OF HEAVEN, THE EARTH, AND THE SEA. I HAVE RESOLVED, FURTHER, TO TREAT IN BRIEF FORM FOR THE INSTRUCTION OF BEGINNERS THE SUBJECT OF THE CREATION OF HEAVEN, THE EARTH, AND THE SEA, OF WHICH SOMETHING HAS ALREADY BEEN SAID. NOW, I SAY THAT SOMETIMES IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES THE TERMS "HEAVENS" AND "EARTH" REFER NOT TO THE PERMUTABLE AND UNREASONING ELEMENTS OF THIS WORLD ONLY, BUT TO INTELLIGENT CREATURES OF THE TRUE GOD, THOSE WHICH HAVE COMPREHENSION AND UNDERSTANDING. FOR DAVID SAYS: "THE HEAVENS SHOW FORTH THE GLORY OF GOD, AND THE FIRMAMENT DECLARETH THE WORK OF HIS HANDS."  AND AGAIN, "HEAR, O YE HEAVENS, THE THINGS I SPEAK; LET THE EARTH GIVE EAR TO THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH."  AND ISAIAH SAYS, "HEAR, O YE HEAVENS, AND GIVE EAR, O EARTH, FOR THE LORD HATH SPOKEN."  AND JEREMIAH SAYS: "O EARTH, EARTH, HEAR THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD." AND DAVID, "THY WAY IS IN THE SEA AND THY PATHS IN MANY WATERS."  IT IS TO THESE PATHS, I BELIEVE, THAT DAVID ALSO REFERS IN THE PASSAGE "ALL THE WAYS OF THE LORD ARE MERCY AND TRUTH." THUS, BY THE TERMS "HEAVEN," "EARTH," AND "SEA" A SPIRITUAL EXISTENCE IS IMPLIED, AS THE BLESSED JOHN SAYS IN THE APOCALYPSE: "AND EVERY CREATURE WHICH IS IN HEAVEN AND ON THE EARTH AND UNDER THE EARTH, AND SUCH AS ARE IN THE SEA, AND ALL THAT ARE IN THEM, I HEARD ALL SAYING, 'TO HIM THAT SITTETH ON THE THRONE AND TO THE LAMB, BENEDICTION AND HONOR AND GLORY AND POWER, FOREVER AND EVER.' "  THUS, DAVID SAYS: "I BELIEVE. TO SEE THE GOOD THINGS OF THE LORD IN THE LAND OF THE LIVING", AND AGAIN, "THY GOOD SPIRIT SHALL LEAD ME INTO THE RIGHT LAND."  AND DAVID SAYS, "BUT THE JUST SHALL INHERIT THE LAND AND SHALL DWELL THEREIN FOREVERMORE." AND CHRIST COMMANDED "NOT TO SWEAR BY HEAVEN, FOR IT IS THE THRONE OF GOD," OF WHICH, INDEED, DAVID SAYS, "THY THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER"--"NOR BY EARTH, FOR IT IS HIS FOOTSTOOL," THE LORD ADDED. IT IS OF THIS FOOTSTOOL THAT DAVID IS BELIEVED TO HAVE WRITTEN, "FEAR YE THE LORD OUR GOD, AND ADORE HIS FOOTSTOOL, FOR IT IS HOLY." " I GRANT THAT THE LORD OUR GOD IS THE CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THIS CREATION, BUT NOT OF THE "WEAK AND NEEDY ELEMENTS" OF THIS WORLD, TO WHICH THE APOSTLE, FOR EXAMPLE, REFERS IN SAYING TO THE GALATIANS, "HOW TURN YOU AGAIN TO THE WEAK AND NEEDY ELEMENTS, WHICH YOU DESIRE TO SERVE AGAIN?"  AND TO THE COLOSSIANS THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS: "IF THEN YOU BE DEAD WITH CHRIST FROM THE ELEMENTS OF THIS WORLD, WHY DO YOU YET DECREE AS THOUGH LIVING IN THE WORLD? TOUCH NOT, TASTE NOT, HANDLE NOT, WHICH ARE ALL UNTO DESTRUCTION BY THE VERY USE."  THEREFORE, IT CAN BY NO MEANS BE CONCEDED THAT THE LORD OUR GOD IS CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OR MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF DEATH, OR OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE WHOLLY IN DEATH [TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH IN JAMES 1:13-15], AS IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF WISDOM, "FOR GOD MADE NOT DEATH, NEITHER HATH HE PLEASURE IN THE DESTRUCTION OF THE LIVING." SO UNDOUBTEDLY THERE IS ANOTHER CREATOR [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] OR MAKER [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], WHO IS THE SOURCE AND CAUSE OF DEATH AND PERDITION, AS OF ALL EVIL, JUST AS WE POINTED OUT WITH SUFFICIENT CLARITY ABOVE. 
[2] ON THE OMNIPOTENCE OF THE TRUE LORD GOD. NOW IT IS MY INTENTION TO DISCUSS THE OMNIPOTENCE OF THE TRUE LORD GOD, A SUBJECT ON WHICH OUR OPPONENTS HAVE OFTEN VAUNTED THEMSELVES OVER US, SAYING THAT THERE IS NO POWER OR POTENCY OTHER THAN HIS. ALTHOUGH THE TRUE LORD GOD MAY BE CALLED ALMIGHTY BY THE TESTIMONY OF HOLY SCRIPTURES, IT IS, HOWEVER, NOT TO BE BELIEVED THAT HE OUGHT TO BE CALLED OMNIPOTENT IN THE SENSE THAT HE CAN AND DOES DO ALL EVILS, SINCE THERE ARE MANY EVIL THINGS WHICH THE TRUE GOD CANNOT AND NEVER WILL BE ABLE TO DO. FOR THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE HEBREWS, "IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD TO LIE."  AND IN THE SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY, THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS, "IF WE BELIEVE NOT, HE CONTINUETH FAITHFUL, HE CANNOT DENY HIMSELF."  NOR SHOULD ONE BELIEVE THAT THE GOOD GOD CAN UTTERLY DESTROY HIMSELF OR, CONTRARY TO ALL REASON AND JUSTICE, DO ABSOLUTELY ALL EVIL THINGS, THIS ESPECIALLY BECAUSE HE IS NOT THE ABSOLUTE CAUSE OF THAT EVIL. BUT OUR OPPONENTS MAY REJOIN: ON THE CONTRARY, WE CAN INDEED ASSERT THAT THE TRUE LORD GOD IS ALMIGHTY, IN THAT HE CAN AND DOES DO ALL GOOD THINGS, AND ALSO IN THAT HE CAN DO ALL EVIL THINGS; HE CAN EVEN LIE AND DESTROY HIMSELF IF HE WISHES, BUT HE DOES NOT CHOOSE TO DO SO. 
[3] THAT GOD CANNOT BE THE AUTHOR OF EVIL. THE REPLY IS OBVIOUS. FOR IF GOD DOES NOT DESIRE ALL EVIL THINGS, NOR TO LIE, NOR TO DESTROY HIMSELF, THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT HE CANNOT DO SO, BECAUSE THAT WHICH GOD MOST CERTAINLY DOES NOT DESIRE, HE CANNOT DO, AND WHAT HE ABSOLUTELY CANNOT DO HE DOES NOT DESIRE. FROM THIS IT IS CLEAR THAT IN THE TRUE LORD GOD THERE EXISTS NO POTENCY FOR SINNING OR FOR DOING ALL EVIL THINGS. THE ARGUMENT FOR THIS IS AS FOLLOWS: SINCE ANYTHING PREDICATED OF GOD IS INDEED GOD HIMSELF, ESPECIALLY BECAUSE, IN THE VIEW OF WISE MEN. HE IS NOT COMPOSITE NOR ARE THERE IN HIM ANY ACCIDENTS; IT THUS FOLLOWS THAT GOD HIMSELF AND HIS WILL ARE ONE AND THE SAME THING. THEREFORE, THE GOOD GOD CANNOT LIE OR BE THE AUTHOR OF ALL EVILS UNLESS HE SO DESIRES, BECAUSE WHAT HE HIMSELF DOES NOT DESIRE THE TRUE GOD CANNOT DO, FOR HE AND HIS WILL ARE ONE AND THE SAME, AS WAS SAID ABOVE. 
[4] THAT GOD CANNOT MAKE ANOTHER GOD. NOW, WITH REASON AND WITHOUT FEAR I CAN SAY FURTHER THAT THE TRUE GOD HIMSELF, WITH ALL HIS POWERS, COULD NOT, CANNOT, AND NEVER WILL BE ABLE IN ANY MANNER, EITHER INTENTIONALLY OR UNINTENTIONALLY, TO MAKE ANOTHER GOD AND LORD AND CREATOR, LIKE AND COEQUAL UNTO HIMSELF IN ALL THINGS. THIS I PROVE. I SAY, INDEED, THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE GOOD GOD [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] TO MAKE ANOTHER GOD LIKE UNTO HIMSELF IN ALL THINGS, THAT IS TO SAY, ETERNAL AND EVERLASTING, CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL THINGS THAT ARE GOOD, WITH NEITHER BEGINNING NOR END, ONE WHO WAS NEVER MADE, CREATED, OR BORN OF ANYONE IN THE SENSE THAT THE GOOD GOD WAS NOT MADE, CREATED, OR BORN OF ANYONE. YET IN HOLY SCRIPTURES THE TRUE LORD GOD IS NOT CALLED IMPOTENT, BECAUSE OF THIS. HENCE IT MUST FIRMLY BE BELIEVED THAT THE REASON THE GOOD GOD IS CALLED OMNIPOTENT IS NOT THAT HE CAN MAKE, HAS MADE, OR SHALL MAKE ALL THE EVILS WHICH ARE, WERE, AND SHALL BE MADE HEREAFTER, BUT BECAUSE HE IS OMNIPOTENT OVER ALL THINGS WHICH WERE, ARE, AND SHALL BE GOOD; AND THIS PARTICULARLY BECAUSE HE IS WHOLLY THE CAUSE AND ORIGIN OF ALL GOOD, BUT IS IN NO WAY, OF HIMSELF EXCLUSIVELY AND ESSENTIALLY, THE CAUSE OF ANY EVIL. IT FOLLOWS, THEREFORE, THAT AMONG WISE MEN THE TRUE GOD IS CALLED OMNIPOTENT IN RESPECT OF ALL THINGS THAT HE HAS DONE, DOES, AND SHALL DO IN THE FUTURE; BUT AMONG THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND CORRECTLY HE IS NOT CALLED OMNIPOTENT IN THE SENSE THAT HE CAN DO WHAT HE HAS NOT DONE, DOES NOT DO, AND NEVER WILL DO. AND IF OUR OPPONENTS SAY THAT HE HAS NO DESIRE TO DO SO, THE ARGUMENT CARRIES NO WEIGHT AGAINST ME, BECAUSE HE AND HIS WILL ARE ONE AND THE SAME, AS WAS DEMONSTRATED ABOVE. 
[5] THAT GOD IS NOT MIGHTY IN EVIL, BUT THAT THERE IS ANOTHER AND EVIL POTENCY. THEREFORE, IT IS FIRMLY TO BE BELIEVED THAT BECAUSE THERE EXISTS IN GOD NO POTENCY FOR EVIL BY WHICH HE MIGHT BRING EVIL THINGS INTO EXISTENCE, THERE IS ANOTHER PRINCIPLE, ONE OF EVIL, WHO IS POTENT IN EVIL. FROM THAT ONE FLOW ALL EVILS WHICH WERE, ARE, AND SHALL BE." IT IS EVIDENTLY OF HIM THAT DAVID SAYS: "WHY DOEST THOU GLORY IN MALICE, THOU THAT ART MIGHTY IN INIQUITY? ALL THE DAY LONG THY TONGUE HATH DEVISED INJUSTICE; AS A SHARP RAZOR THOU HAST WROUGHT DECEIT. THOU HAST LOVED MALICE MORE THAN GOODNESS, AND INIQUITY RATHER THAN TO SPEAK RIGHTEOUSNESS."  AND THE BLESSED JOHN SAYS IN THE APOCALYPSE, "AND THAT GREAT DRAGON WAS CAST OUT, THAT OLD SERPENT WHO IS CALLED THE DEVIL AND SATAN, WHO SEDUCETH THE WHOLE WORLD."  AND CHRIST SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF LUKE: "THE SEED IS THE WORD OF GOD. AND THEY BY THE WAYSIDE ARE THEY THAT HEAR; THEN THE DEVIL COMETH AND TAKETH THE WORD OUT OF THEIR HEART, LEST BELIEVING THEY SHOULD BE SAVED."  AND THE PROPHET DANIEL SAYS: "I BEHELD, AND LO, THAT HORN MADE WAR AGAINST THE SAINTS AND PREVAILED OVER THEM, TILL THE ANCIENT OF DAYS CAME AND GAVE JUDGMENT TO THE SAINTS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]," AND SO ON. AND AGAIN: "AND ANOTHER SHALL RISE UP AFTER THEM; AND HE SHALL BE MIGHTIER THAN THE FORMER, AND HE SHALL BRING DOWN THREE KINGS. AND HE SHALL SPEAK WORDS AGAINST THE HIGH ONE, AND SHALL CRUSH THE SAINTS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND HE SHALL THINK HIMSELF ABLE TO CHANGE TIMES AND LAWS."  AND AGAIN: "AND IT [THE LITTLE HORN] BECAME GREAT AGAINST THE SOUTH, AND AGAINST THE EAST, AND AGAINST THE STRENGTH. AND IT WAS MAGNIFIED EVEN UNTO THE STRENGTH OF HEAVEN; AND IT THREW DOWN OF THE STRENGTH, AND OF THE STARS, AND TROD UPON THEM. AND IT WAS MAGNIFIED EVEN TO THE PRINCE OF THE STRENGTH; AND IT TOOK AWAY FROM HIM THE CONTINUAL SACRIFICE, AND CAST DOWN THE PLACE OF HIS SANCTUARY."  AND THE BLESSED JOHN SAYS IN THE APOCALYPSE: "AND THERE WAS SEEN ANOTHER SIGN IN HEAVEN; AND BEHOLD A GREAT RED DRAGON, HAVING SEVEN HEADS, AND TEN HORNS, AND ON HIS HEAD SEVEN DIADEMS, AND HIS TAIL DREW THE THIRD PART OF THE STARS OF HEAVEN, AND CAST THEM TO THE EARTH."  AND AGAIN: "AND POWER WAS GIVEN TO HIM TO DO TWO AND FORTY MONTHS; AND HE OPENED HIS MOUTH UNTO BLASPHEMIES AGAINST GOD, TO BLASPHEME HIS NAME AND HIS TABERNACLE AND THEM THAT DWELL IN HEAVEN. AND IT WAS GIVEN UNTO HIM TO MAKE WAR WITH THE SAINTS AND TO OVERCOME THEM."  SO, IN THE VIEW OF WISE MEN, IT IS DEEMED WHOLLY IMPOSSIBLE THAT FROM THE TRUE LORD GOD DERIVE ABSOLUTELY AND DIRECTLY THIS MIGHTY ONE AND HIS POTENCY OR POWER, HE WHO DAILY WORKS IN THE MOST-EVIL FASHION AGAINST GOD AND HIS CREATION, AGAINST WHOM THE LORD OUR GOD SEEKS MIGHTILY TO CONTEND. THIS THE TRUE GOD COULD NOT DO IF THAT ONE, IN ALL HIS CHARACTERISTICS, WERE ENTIRELY FROM HIM, AS MOST OF OUR OPPONENTS DECLARE. 
[6] ON THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ONE MIGHTY IN INIQUITY. IT IS MOST CLEARLY FOUND IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, MOREOVER, THAT THE TRUE LORD GOD IS ABOUT TO DESTROY, TOGETHER WITH ALL HIS POWERS," THIS MIGHTY ONE WHO DAILY STRIVES AGAINST GOD AND HIS CREATION. FOR DAVID SAYS OF HIM WHO IS MIGHTY IN INIQUITY: "THEREFORE WILL GOD DESTROY THEE FOREVER; HE WILL PLUCK THEE OUT AND REMOVE THEE FROM THY DWELLING PLACE, AND THY ROOT OUT OF THE LAND OF THE LIVING."  AND DAVID, INVOKING HIS GOD AGAINST THIS MIGHTY ONE, AS WE BELIEVE, SAYS: "BREAK THOU THE ARM OF THE AND OF THE MALIGNANT; HIS SIN SHALL BE SOUGHT AND SHALL NOT BE FOUND. THE LORD SHALL REIGN TO ETERNITY, YEA, FOREVER AND EVER." AND AGAIN, "FOR YET A LITTLE WHILE, AND THE WICKED SHALL NOT BE; AND THOU SHALT SEEK HIS PLACE AND SHALT NOT FIND IT."  AND IN THE PROVERBS OF SOLOMON IS WRITTEN, "THE WICKED MAN SHALL BE DRIVEN OUT IN HIS WICKEDNESS."  AND THE APOSTLE, REFERRING TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THIS MIGHTY ONE BY THE COMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, SAYS IN THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS, "THAT, THROUGH DEATH, HE MIGHT DESTROY HIM WHO HAD THE EMPIRE OF DEATH, THAT IS TO SAY, THE DEVIL."  AND SO, THE LORD OUR GOD NOT ONLY SEEKS TO DESTROY THIS MIGHTY ONE BUT ALSO ALL THE POWERS AND DOMINATIONS WHICH SOMETIMES SEEM THROUGH THIS MIGHTY ONE TO RULE OVER THE CREATURES OF THE GOOD LORD WHEN THEY ARE SUBJECTED TO THIS EVIL DOMINION SO SPEAKS THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE, "HE HATH PUT DOWN THE MIGHTY FROM THEIR SEAT, AND HATH EXALTED THE HUMBLE."  AND THE APOSTLE SAYS IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, "AFTERWARD THE END, WHEN HE SHALL HAVE DELIVERED UP THE KINGDOM TO GOD AND THE FATHER, WHEN HE SHALL HAVE BROUGHT TO NOUGHT ALL PRINCIPALITY, AND POWER, AND VIRTUE, AND DOMINATION AND THE ENEMY OF ALL, DEATH, SHALL BE DESTROYED LAST." " AND THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS TO THE COLOSSIANS: "GIVING THANKS TO GOD THE FATHER, WHO HATH MADE US WORTHY TO BE PARTAKERS OF THE LOT OF THE SAINTS IN LIGHT OF TRUTH, WHO HATH DELIVERED US FROM THE POWER OF DARKNESS AND HATH TRANSLATED US INTO THE KINGDOM OF THE SON OF HIS LOVE."  AND AGAIN: "AND YOU, WHEN YOU WERE DEAD IN YOUR SINS AND THE UNCIRCUMCISION OF YOUR FLESH, HE HATH QUICKENED TOGETHER WITH HIM, FORGIVING YOU ALL OFFENSES, BLOTTING OUT THE HANDWRITING OF THE DECREE THAT WAS AGAINST US, WHICH WAS CONTRARY TO US. AND HE HATH TAKEN THE SAME OUT OF THE WAY, FASTENING IT TO THE CROSS; AND DESPOILING THE PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS, HE HATH EXPOSED THEM CONFIDENTLY IN OPEN SHOW, TRIUMPHING OVER THEM IN HIMSELF." THUS THE BLESSED PAUL WAS SENT BY THE LORD JESUS CHRIST TO DESPOIL THE POWER REFERRED TO, AS IS WRITTEN OF HIM IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES: "FOR TO THIS END HAVE I APPEARED TO THEE, THAT I MAY MAKE THEE A MINISTER AND A WITNESS OF THOSE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST SEEN AND OF THOSE THINGS WHEREIN I WILL APPEAR TO THEE, DELIVERING THEE FROM THE PEOPLE AND FROM THE NATIONS, UNTO WHICH NOW I SEND THEE, TO OPEN THEIR EYES THAT THEY MAY BE CONVERTED FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT AND FROM THE POWER OF SATAN TO GOD, THAT THEY MAY RECEIVE FORGIVENESS OF SINS AND A LOT AMONG THE SAINTS BY THE FAITH THAT IS IN ME."  AND CHRIST, IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED MATTHEW, SAYS: "YOU ARE COME OUT AS IT WERE TO A ROBBER, WITH SWORDS AND CLUBS TO APPREHEND ME. I SAT DAILY WITH YOU, TEACHING IN THE TEMPLE, AND YOU LAID NOT HANDS ON ME. BUT THIS IS YOUR HOUR, AND THE POWER OF DARKNESS." " WHENCE ONE MUST FIRMLY BELIEVE. THAT THE POWER OF SATAN AND OF DARKNESS CANNOT BE ABSOLUTELY AND DIRECTLY FROM THE TRUE LORD GOD. OTHERWISE, IF, AS THE UNLEARNED SAY, THE POWER OF SATAN AND OF DARKNESS IN ALL ITS MANIFESTATIONS WERE ABSOLUTELY AND DIRECTLY FROM THE TRUE LORD GOD, ALONG WITH OTHER POWERS, AND ALL VIRTUES AND DOMINATIONS, PAUL AND THE OTHER FAITHFUL OF JESUS CHRIST COULD IN NO WAY HAVE BEEN SNATCHED FROM THE POWER OF DARKNESS. AND ALSO, THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NO WAY BY WHICH ANYONE COULD HAVE BEEN CONVERTED FROM THE POWER OF SATAN TO THE TRUE LORD GOD. THIS IS PARTICULARLY TRUE BECAUSE, IF ALL POWERS, VIRTUES, AND DOMINATIONS WERE DERIVED EXCLUSIVELY AND ESSENTIALLY FROM THE GOOD GOD, ANYONE WHO IS EXTRICATED FROM THE POWER OF SATAN AND OF DARKNESS WOULD BE RELEASED FROM THE EXCLUSIVE AND ESSENTIAL POWER OF THE TRUE LORD GOD HIMSELF. NOR COULD THE LORD HIMSELF DESPOIL AND BRING TO NOUGHT ANY POWER OTHER THAN HIS OWN, IF NO OTHER POWER WHATSOEVER IS TO BE FOUND, AS SAY ALL THE OPPONENTS OF THOSE TRUE CHRISTIANS WHO ARE RIGHTLY KNOWN BY THE NAME OF ALBANENSES." 
[7] ON THE EVIL PRINCIPLE. FOR THIS REASON, IN THE OPINION OF THE WISE IT IS FIRMLY TO BE BELIEVED THAT THERE IS ANOTHER PRINCIPLE, ONE OF EVIL, WHO IS MIGHTY IN INIQUITY, FROM WHOM THE POWER OF SATAN AND OF DARKNESS AND ALL OTHER POWERS WHICH ARE INIMICAL TO THE TRUE LORD GOD ARE EXCLUSIVELY AND ESSENTIALLY DERIVED, AS WAS DEMONSTRATED ABOVE AND WILL APPEAR BELOW, GOD WILLING. OTHERWISE, IT WOULD SEEM OBVIOUS TO THESE SAME [WISE] PERSONS THAT THIS DIVINE MIGHT STRUGGLES, DESTROYS, AND WARS AGAINST ITSELF. FOR THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE EPHESIANS: "FINALLY, BRETHREN, BE STRENGTHENED IN THE LORD AND IN THE MIGHT OF HIS POWER. PUT YOU ON THE ARMOR OF GOD, THAT YOU MAY BE ABLE TO STAND AGAINST THE DECEITS OF THE DEVIL. FOR OUR WRESTLING IS NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD, BUT AGAINST PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS, AGAINST THE RULERS OF THE WORLD OF THIS DARKNESS, AGAINST THE SPIRITS OF WICKEDNESS IN THE HIGH PLACES. THEREFORE, TAKE UNTO YOU THE ARMOR OF GOD, THAT YOU MAY BE ABLE TO RESIST IN THE EVIL DAY, AND TO STAND IN ALL THINGS PERFECT," AND SO ON; "IN ALL THINGS TAKING THE SHIELD OF FAITH, WHEREWITH YOU MAY BE ABLE TO EXTINGUISH ALL THE FIERY DARTS OF THE MOST WICKED ONE."  THUS, THE VIRTUES AND THE POWERS OF THE TRUE LORD GOD BY HIS WILL WOULD DAILY BE IN OPPOSITION TO ONE ANOTHER, WERE THERE NO OTHER MIGHT BUT HIS. IT IS UTTER FOOLISHNESS TO BELIEVE THIS OF THE TRUE GOD. THEREFORE, IT FOLLOWS INDUBITABLY THAT THERE IS A MIGHT OR POWER OTHER THAN THE TRUE ONE, WHICH THE TRUE LORD GOD DAILY SEEKS TO ASSAIL, AS WAS MOST CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED TO THE WISE " IN THE FOREGOING. 
[8] ON THE STRANGE GOD AND MANY GODS. NOW, IF ANYONE SHOULD BE SO FOOLISH AS TO SPURN THE MOST VALID ARGUMENTS SET FORTH ABOVE, LET HIM FULLY REALIZE THAT THROUGH THE EVIDENCE OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES IT MAY CLEARLY BE LEARNED THAT THERE IS ANOTHER GOD, A LORD AND PRINCE OTHER THAN THE TRUE LORD GOD. FOR THE LORD SAYS THROUGH JEREMIAH," "AS YOU HAVE FORSAKEN ME AND SERVED A STRANGE GOD IN YOUR OWN LAND, SO SHALL YOU SERVE STRANGE GODS IN A LAND THAT IS NOT YOUR OWN." AND [THROUGH ISAIAH], "ASSEMBLE YOURSELVES AND COME, AND DRAW NEAR TOGETHER, YE THAT ARE SAVED OF THE GENTILES! THEY HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE THAT SET UP THE WOOD OF THEIR, GRAVEN WORK, AND PRAY TO A GOD THAT CANNOT SAVE."  AND AGAIN, "O LORD OUR GOD, OTHER LORDS [JOHN 10:34-35] BESIDES THEE HAVE HAD DOMINION OVER US, ONLY IN THEE LET US REMEMBER THY NAME."  AND DAVID SAYS: "HEAR, O MY PEOPLE, AND I WILL TESTIFY TO THEE! O ISRAEL, IF THOU WILT HEARKEN TO ME! THERE SHALL BE NO NEW GOD IN THEE; NEITHER SHALT THOU ADORE A STRANGE GOD." AND AGAIN, "IF WE HAVE FORGOTTEN THE NAME OF OUR GOD, AND IF WE HAVE SPREAD FORTH OUR HANDS TO A STRANGE GOD, SHALL NOT GOD SEARCH OUT THESE THINGS?"  AND AGAIN: "THE PRINCES OF THE PEOPLE ARE GATHERED TOGETHER WITH THE GOD OF ABRAHAM; FOR THE STRONG GODS OF THE EARTH ARE EXCEEDINGLY EXALTED."  AND AGAIN, "FOR ALL THE GODS OF THE GENTILES ARE DEVILS."  AND ZEPHANIAH SAYS, "THE LORD SHALL BE TERRIBLE UPON THEM AND SHALL CONSUME ALL THE GODS OF THE EARTH."  AND JEREMIAH SAYS: "A CONSPIRACY IS FOUND AMONG THE MEN OF JUDAH AND AMONG THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM SO THESE LIKEWISE HAVE GONE AFTER STRANGE GODS, TO SERVE THEM AND ADORE THEM."  AND AGAIN: "BECAUSE YOUR FATHERS FORSOOK ME AND WENT AFTER STRANGE GODS AND SERVED THEM AND ADORED THEM, AND THEY FORSOOK ME AND KEPT NOT MY LAW; AND YOU ALSO HAVE DONE WORSE THAN YOUR FATHERS, FOR BEHOLD, EVERY ONE OF YOU WALKETH AFTER THE PERVERSENESS OF HIS EVIL HEART, SO AS NOT TO HEARKEN TO ME. SO, I WILL CAST YOU FORTH OUT OF THIS LAND INTO A LAND WHICH YOU KNOW NOT, NOR YOUR FATHERS; AND THERE YOU SHALL SERVE STRANGE GODS DAY AND NIGHT, WHICH SHALL NOT GIVE YOU ANY REST."  AND MALACHI SAYS: "JUDAH HATH TRANSGRESSED, AND ABOMINATION HATH BEEN COMMITTED IN ISRAEL AND IN JERUSALEM, FOR JUDAH HATH PROFANED THE HOLINESS OF THE LORD, WHICH HE LOVED, AND HATH MARRIED THE DAUGHTER OF A STRANGE GOD."  AND MICAH SAYS: "FOR ALL PEOPLE WILL WALK AWAY EVERY ONE IN THE NAME OF HIS GOD, BUT WE WILL WALK IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD OUR GOD FOREVER AND EVER."  AND THE APOSTLE SAYS IN THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS: "AND IF OUR GOSPEL BE ALSO HID, IT IS HID TO THEM THAT ARE LOST, IN WHOM THE GOD OF THIS WORLD HATH BLINDED THE MINDS OF UNBELIEVERS, THAT THE LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL OF THE GLORY OF CHRIST, WHO IS THE IMAGE OF GOD, SHOULD NOT SHINE UNTO THEM." 1 AND THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS: "FOR ALTHOUGH THERE BE THAT ARE CALLED GODS, EITHER IN HEAVEN OR ON EARTH (FOR THERE BE GODS MANY, AND LORDS MANY), YET TO US THERE IS BUT ONE GOD."  AND CHRIST SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW: "NO MAN CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS. FOR EITHER HE WILL HATE THE ONE AND LOVE THE OTHER, OR HE WILL SUSTAIN THE ONE AND DESPISE THE OTHER. YOU CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON."  AND AGAIN, IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, CHRIST SAYS: "FOR THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD COMETH AND IN ME HE HATH NOT ANYTHING", AND AGAIN, "NOW IS THE JUDGMENT OF THE WORLD, NOW SHALL THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD BE CAST OUT", AND AGAIN, "BECAUSE THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD IS ALREADY JUDGED."  AND THE APOSTLES SAY IN THEIR ACTS: " 'WHY DID THE GENTILES RAGE, AND THE PEOPLE MEDITATE VAIN THINGS? THE KINGS OF THE EARTH STOOD UP, AND THE PRINCES ASSEMBLED TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND HIS CHRIST.' FOR OF A TRUTH THERE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER IN THIS CITY AGAINST THY HOLY CHILD JESUS, WHOM THOU HAST ANOINTED, HEROD, AND PONTIUS PILATE, WITH THE GENTILES AND THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL," AND SO ON. SO, IT IS CLEARLY SEEN THAT THROUGH THE EVIDENCE OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES MANY GODS, LORDS, AND PRINCES IN ENMITY TO THE TRUE LORD GOD AND HIS SON JESUS CHRIST CAN MANIFESTLY BE DISCOVERED, AS HAS JUST BEEN PLAINLY SET FORTH. 
[9] THAT AN EVIL ETERNITY MAY ALSO BE DISCERNED. THAT FOR THESE GODS AN ETERNITY, A SEMPITERNITY, AND AN ANTIQUITY MAY BE DISCERNED DIFFERENT AND DISTINCT FROM THAT OF THE TRUE LORD GOD WE CAN CLEARLY PROVE THROUGH THE SCRIPTURES. CHRIST SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, "THEN SHALL THE KING SAY TO THEM THAT SHALL BE ON HIS LEFT HAND, 'DEPART FROM ME, YOU CURSED, INTO EVERLASTING FIRE WHICH WAS PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS.' " AND THE BLESSED JUDE [BROTHER OF] JAMES: "AND THE ANGELS WHO KEPT NOT THEIR PRINCIPALITY BUT FORSOOK THEIR OWN HABITATION HE HATH RESERVED UNDER DARKNESS IN EVERLASTING CHAINS UNTO THE JUDGMENT OF THE GREAT DAY", AND AGAIN, "AS SODOM AND GOMORRAH AND THE NEIGHBORING CITIES IN LIKE MANNER, HAVING GIVEN THEMSELVES TO FORNICATION AND GOING AFTER OTHER FLESH, WERE MADE AN EXAMPLE, SUFFERING THE PUNISHMENT OF ETERNAL FIRE." AND THE BLESSED JOB SAYS, "WHERE THE SHADOW OF DEATH, AND NO ORDER, BUT EVERLASTING HORROR DWELLETH."  AND THROUGH EZECHIEL, THE LORD SAYS OF MOUNT SEIR: "I WILL MAKE THEE EVERLASTING DESOLATIONS", AND AGAIN, "BEHOLD, I COME AGAINST THEE, MOUNT SEIR, AND I WILL STRETCH FORTH MY HAND UPON THEE, AND I WILL MAKE THEE DESOLATE AND WASTE. I WILL DESTROY THY CITIES, AND THOU SHALT BE DESOLATE; AND THOU SHALT KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD. BECAUSE THOU HAST BEEN AN EVERLASTING ENEMY, AND HAST SHUT UP THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL IN THE HANDS OF THE SWORD IN THE TIME OF THEIR AFFLICTION, IN THE TIME OF THEIR LAST INIQUITY."  THIS [MOUNT SEIR] IS A SYMBOL FOR THE DEVIL, WHO IS THE ENEMY OF THE TRUE GOD, AS CHRIST POINTED OUT IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW." AND THE APOSTLE SAYS IN THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS, "WHO ALSO SHALL SUFFER ETERNAL PUNISHMENT IN DESTRUCTION."  AND CHRIST SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, "AND THESE SHALL GO INTO EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT."  AND IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED MARK, HE SAYS, "BUT HE THAT SHALL BLASPHEME AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT SHALL NEVER HAVE FORGIVENESS, BUT SHALL BE GUILTY OF AN EVERLASTING SIN." HABAKKUK THE PROPHET, REFERRING TO THE ETERNITY OF THE DEVIL, SAYS: "GOD WILL COME FROM THE SOUTH, AND THE HOLY ONE FROM MOUNT PHARAN. HIS GLORY COVERED THE HEAVENS, AND THE EARTH IS FULL OF HIS PRAISE. HIS BRIGHTNESS SHALL BE AS THE LIGHT, HORNS ARE IN HIS HANDS; THERE IS HIS STRENGTH HID. DEATH SHALL GO BEFORE HIS FACE, AND THE DEVIL SHALL GO FORTH BEFORE HIS FEET. HE STOOD AND MEASURED THE EARTH; HE BEHELD AND MELTED THE NATIONS; AND THE ANCIENT MOUNTAINS WERE CRUSHED TO PIECES. THE HILLS OF THE WORLD WERE BOWED DOWN BY THE JOURNEYS OF HIS ETERNITY." MOREOVER, REGARDING THE ANTIQUITY OF THE DEVIL IT IS WRITTEN IN THE APOCALYPSE, "AND THAT GREAT DRAGON WAS CAST OUT, THAT OLD SERPENT, WHO IS CALLED THE DEVIL AND SATAN."  WHENCE, IF IT BE FULLY UNDERSTOOD THAT THE ESSENCES OF THINGS HAVE NEITHER BEGINNING NOR END BY REASON OF THEIR ETERNITY, SEMPITERNITY, OR ANTIQUITY (JUST AS, FOR EXAMPLE, IT IS EVIDENT TO ANYONE IS TRUE IN THE CASE OF THE GOOD GOD), IT HAS, THEN, BEEN CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED IN THE FOREGOING THAT SIN, PENALTIES, DESOLATIONS, ERROR, FIRE, PUNISHMENT, CHAINS, AND THE DEVIL HAVE NEITHER BEGINNING NOR END. THEY ARE THE NAMES EITHER OF THE CHIEF PRINCIPLE OF EVIL OR OF HIS EFFECTS. THEY ARE EVIDENCES OF ONE EVIL CAUSE, ETERNAL OR EVERLASTING OR ANCIENT, BECAUSE IF THE EFFECT HAS BEEN ETERNAL OR EVERLASTING, IT NECESSARILY FOLLOWS THAT THE CAUSE WAS THE SAME. THERE IS, THEN, WITHOUT DOUBT, A PRINCIPLE OF EVIL FROM WHICH THIS ETERNITY OR SEMPITERNITY AND ANTIQUITY ARE EXCLUSIVELY AND ESSENTIALLY DERIVED. 
[10] THAT THERE IS ANOTHER CREATOR OR MAKER. THAT THERE IS, IN ADDITION TO THE FAITHFUL CREATOR TO WHOM THEY THAT SUFFER "COMMENDED THEIR SOULS IN GOOD DEEDS," ANOTHER GOD AND LORD WHO IS A CREATOR AND MAKER, I PROPOSE TO PROVE CLEARLY FROM THE SCRIPTURES, CHIEFLY FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT, IN ACCORD WITH THE TRUST WHICH OUR OPPONENTS PLACE IN IT. FOR THEY OPENLY ASSERT THE LORD TO BE THE CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WHO CREATED AND MADE THE VISIBLE THINGS OF THIS WORLD, NAMELY HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE SEA, MEN AND BEASTS, BIRDS AND ALL CREEPING THINGS, AS WE READ IN GENESIS: "IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH. AND THE EARTH WAS VOID AND EMPTY."  AND AGAIN: "AND GOD CREATED THE GREAT WHALES, AND EVERY LIVING AND MOVING CREATURE AND EVERY WINGED FOWL ACCORDING TO ITS KIND."  AND AGAIN, "AND GOD MADE THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH ACCORDING TO THEIR KINDS, AND CATTLE, AND EVERYTHING THAT CREEPETH AFTER ITS KIND."  AND AGAIN, "AND GOD CREATED MAN TO HIS OWN IMAGE; TO THE IMAGE OF GOD HE CREATED HIM; MALE AND FEMALE HE MADE THEM."  AND CHRIST SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED MARK, "BUT FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION, GOD MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE." NOW IT MUST BE KEPT IN MIND THAT NO ONE CAN POINT TO THE TEMPORAL AND VISIBLE EXISTENCE OF THE EVIL GOD IN THIS WORLD, NOR, INDEED, TO THAT OF THE GOOD GOD. BUT A CAUSE IS KNOWN BY ITS EFFECTS. FROM THIS, IT SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD THAT NO ONE CAN PROVE HIM TO BE AN EVIL GOD OR A CREATOR [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], EXCEPT BY THE FACT OF HIS EVIL WORKS OR HIS FICKLE WORDS. BUT I SAY THAT HE WHO CREATED AND MADE THE VISIBLE THINGS OF THIS WORLD IS NOT THE TRUE CREATOR. THIS I INTEND TO PROVE BY THE FACT OF HIS EVIL WORKS AND HIS FICKLE WORDS, ASSUMING TO BE TRUE WHAT OUR OPPONENTS MOST OPENLY AFFIRM, THAT THE WORKS AND WORDS WHICH ARE RECORDED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT WERE ACTUALLY PRODUCED, VISIBLY AND MATERIALLY, IN THIS WORLD." FOR HEARTILY WE DETEST THESE WORKS, NAMELY ADULTERY, THEFT OF ANOTHER'S PROPERTY, MURDER, BLASPHEMY, CONCURRING IN FALSEHOOD, GIVING ONE'S WORD EITHER WITH OR WITHOUT AN OATH AND NEVER KEEPING IT. ALL THESE EVIL THINGS ENUMERATED WERE DONE BY THE GOD OR CREATOR [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] DISCUSSED ABOVE, VISIBLY AND MATERIALLY, IN THIS TEMPORAL WORLD, ACCORDING TO THAT INTERPRETATION WHICH OUR OPPONENTS PUT ON THE OLD TESTAMENT. THEY BELIEVE THAT THESE SCRIPTURES SPEAK OF THE CREATION AND PRODUCTION OF THIS WORLD AND OF THE WORKS WHICH ARE OPENLY AND ACTUALLY SEEN ON THIS EARTH. THIS ALSO THOSE PERSONS WHO BELIEVE THERE IS ONLY ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE ARE OF NECESSITY FORCED TO ADMIT. THESE THINGS I PROPOSE CLEARLY TO PROVE BY THOSE SCRIPTURES TO WHICH OUR OPPONENTS GIVE GREAT CREDENCE. 
[11] THAT THE [SATANIC/BABYLONIAN] EVIL GOD [BUT NOT THE MESSIANIC EVIL GOD] BROUGHT ABOUT FORNICATION. NOW, THIS LORD AND CREATOR COMMANDED IN DEUTERONOMY: "IF A MAN SHALL LIE WITH ANOTHER MAN'S WIFE, THEY SHALL BOTH DIE, THAT IS TO SAY, THE ADULTERER AND THE ADULTERESS, AND THOU SHALT TAKE AWAY THE EVIL OUT OF ISRAEL", AND AGAIN, "NO MAN SHALL TAKE [HIS] FATHER'S WIFE NOR REMOVE HIS COVERING."  AND IN LEVITICUS, THE LORD AGAIN SAYS: "THOU SHALT NOT UNCOVER THE NAKEDNESS OF THY FATHER'S WIFE, FOR IT IS THE NAKEDNESS OF THY FATHER", AND AGAIN, "IF A MAN, LIE WITH HIS STEPMOTHER AND DISCOVER THE NAKEDNESS OF HIS FATHER, LET THEM BOTH BE PUT TO DEATH." BUT CONTRARY TO THE ABOVE-MENTIONED PRECEPT, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THIS LORD AND CREATOR [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] CAUSED THIS ADULTERY TO BE COMMITTED OPENLY AND CARNALLY IN THIS TEMPORAL WORLD, ACCORDING TO THE BELIEF AND THE INTERPRETATION OF OUR OPPONENTS, AS WILL BE FOUND MOST CLEARLY EXPRESSED IN THE SECOND BOOK OF KINGS, READ ACCORDING TO THEIR BELIEF, FOR THERE THIS LORD AND CREATOR SAYS TO DAVID THROUGH THE PROPHET NATHAN: "WHY THEREFORE HAS THOU DESPISED THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF THE LORD, TO DO EVIL IN MY SIGHT? THOU HAST KILLED URIAH THE HITTITE WITH THE SWORD, AND HAST TAKEN HIS WIFE TO BE THY WIFE, AND HAST SLAIN HIM WITH THE SWORD OF THE CHILDREN OF AMMON. THEREFORE, THE SWORD SHALL NEVER DEPART FROM THY HOUSE, BECAUSE THOU HAST DESPISED ME, AND HAST TAKEN THE WIFE OF URIAH THE HITTITE TO BE THY WIFE. THUS, SAITH THE LORD, 'BEHOLD, I WILL RAISE UP EVIL AGAINST THEE OUT OF THY OWN HOUSE, AND I WILL TAKE THY WIVES BEFORE THY EYES AND GIVE THEM TO THY NEIGHBOR, AND HE SHALL LIE WITH THY WIVES IN THE SIGHT OF THIS SUN. FOR THOU DIDST IT SECRETLY; BUT I WILL DO THIS THING IN THE SIGHT OF ALL ISRAEL.' "  THUS, ACCORDING TO THE BELIEF OF OUR OPPONENTS, EITHER THIS LORD AND CREATOR [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WAS A LIAR, OR WITHOUT DOUBT HE ACTUALLY BROUGHT ABOUT THIS ADULTERY, AS HE IS CLEARLY FOUND TO HAVE DONE, ACCORDING TO THEIR INTERPRETATION, IN THE SECOND BOOK OF KINGS: "AND AHITHOPHEL SAID TO ABSALOM: 'GO IN TO THE CONCUBINES OF THY FATHER, WHOM HE HATH LEFT TO KEEP THE HOUSE; THAT WHEN ALL ISRAEL SHALL HEAR THAT THOU HAST DISGRACED THY FATHER THEIR HANDS MAY BE STRENGTHENED WITH THEE.' SO, THEY SPREAD A TENT FOR ABSALOM ON THE TOP OF THE HOUSE; AND HE WENT INTO HIS FATHER'S CONCUBINES BEFORE ALL ISRAEL."  SO, AS HE HAD THREATENED, THIS LORD AND CREATOR [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], ACCORDING TO OUR OPPONENTS' INTERPRETATION, CONSUMMATED THAT DEED OF ADULTERY TEMPORALLY AND VISIBLY IN THIS WORLD, AND ALSO CONTRARY TO HIS OWN COMMANDMENT AS CITED ABOVE, "IF A MAN SHALL LIE WITH ANOTHER MAN'S WIFE," AND SO ON. NO WISE MAN, THEREFORE, ASSUMES THAT THE TRUE CREATOR WAS HE WHO ACTUALLY GAVE A MAN'S WIVES TO HIS SON OR TO ANY OTHER MAN FOR PURPOSES OF FORNICATION, AS THAT CREATOR WHO, ACCORDING TO THE BELIEF OF THE IGNORANT MADE THE VISIBLE THINGS OF THIS WORLD IS BELIEVED TO HAVE DONE, AS IS CLEARLY SHOWN IN THE FOREGOING. WHEREFORE IT SHOULD BE REALIZED THAT THE LORD OUR GOD, THE TRUE CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], NEVER DECREED THAT ADULTERY OR FORNICATION SHOULD ACTUALLY BE COMMITTED IN THIS WORLD. FOR THE APOSTLE SAYS, IN HIS FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, "DO NOT ERR; NEITHER FORNICATORS NOR ADULTERERS SHALL POSSESS THE KINGDOM OF GOD."  AND THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS TO THE EPHESIANS, "FOR KNOW YOU THIS AND UNDERSTAND, THAT NO FORNICATOR OR UNCLEAN PERSON HATH INHERITANCE IN THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST AND OF GOD."  AND HE SAYS TO THE THESSALONIANS, "FOR THIS IS THE WILL OF GOD, YOUR SANCTIFICATION: THAT YOU SHOULD ABSTAIN FROM FORNICATION."  OUR TRUE CREATOR, THEREFORE, DID NOT IN THIS TEMPORAL WORLD TAKE THE WIVES OF DAVID, NOR GIVE THEM TO HIS NEIGHBOR TO LIE WITH IN THE SIGHT OF ALL ISRAEL AND IN THE SIGHT OF THE SUN, AS WAS SET FORTH ABOVE. BUT THERE IS, WITHOUT DOUBT, AN EVIL CREATOR, WHO IS THE SOURCE AND CAUSE OF ALL THE FORNICATION AND ADULTERY OF THIS WORLD, AS HAS BEEN PROVEN ABOVE AND WILL APPEAR BELOW, GOD WILLING. 
[12] THAT THE [SATANIC/BABYLONIAN] EVIL GOD [BUT NOT THE MESSIANIC EVIL GOD] CAUSED THE GOODS OF OTHERS TO BE PLUNDERED BY FORCE, AND MURDER TO BE COMMITTED. WE CAN, MOREOVER, CLEARLY PROVE THROUGH THE OLD TESTAMENT, IF WE ACCEPT THE BELIEF OF OUR OPPONENTS, THAT THE AFORESAID LORD AND CREATOR CAUSED THE GOODS OF OTHERS TO BE PLUNDERED BY FORCE AND CAUSED THE ACTUAL THEFT—UNDER THE GUISE OF A LOAN [THESE ETERNAL CREATURES GLOBALLY ACTUALLY ARE THE THIEVES & LIARS AGAINST THE LORD THAT HIDES UNDER THE COVER OF A LOAN, WHICH IS A LICENSE TO STEAL & SWEARING THAT THE LORD IS THE THIEF & LIAR, YES THE LORD IS THE THIEF OF TRUTH, BUT NEVER A LIAR CONCERNING MONEY BECAUSE ALL THAT WORKS FOR MONEY IN THE CHURCH, HOUSE OR BUSINESS, TRUTHFULLY OWES THE LORD THE 10% TITHE, THAT THEY NEVER PAY, BUT SHALL PAY WHEN THEY ARE KILLED & DAMNED IN HELL IN MALACHI 3:8-12 & 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10]—OF THE WEALTH OF THE EGYPTIANS AND EVEN CAUSED MOST BLOODY MURDERS. FOR THIS VERY LORD SAYS TO MOSES IN EXODUS: "THEREFORE THOU SHALT TELL ALL THE PEOPLE THAT EVERY MAN, ASK OF HIS FRIEND, AND EVERY WOMAN OF HER NEIGHBOR, VESSELS OF SILVER, AND OF GOLD. AND THE LORD WILL GIVE FAVOR TO HIS PEOPLE IN THE SIGHT OF THE EGYPTIANS."  AND AGAIN: "AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL DID AS MOSES HAD COMMANDED; AND THEY ASKED OF THE EGYPTIANS VESSELS OF SILVER AND GOLD, AND VERY MUCH RAIMENT; AND THE LORD GAVE FAVOR TO THE PEOPLE IN THE SIGHT OF THE EGYPTIANS, SO THAT THEY LENT UNTO THEM; AND THEY STRIPPED THE EGYPTIANS." I" AND IN DEUTERONOMY, MOSES SAYS TO THE PEOPLE: "IF AT ANY TIME THOU COME TO FIGHT AGAINST A CITY, THOU SHALT FIRST OFFER IT PEACE. IF THEY RECEIVE IT AND OPEN THE GATES TO THEE, ALL THE PEOPLE THAT ARE THEREIN SHALL BE SAVED AND SHALL SERVE THEE PAYING TRIBUTE. BUT IF THEY WILL NOT MAKE PEACE, AND SHALL BEGIN WAR AGAINST THEE, THOU SHALT BESIEGE IT. AND WHEN THE LORD THY GOD SHALL DELIVER IT INTO THY HANDS, THOU SHALT SLAY ALL THAT ARE THEREIN OF THE MALE SEX, WITH THE EDGE OF THE SWORD, EXCEPTING WOMEN AND CHILDREN, CATTLE, AND OTHER THINGS THAT ARE IN THE CITY. AND THOU SHALT DIVIDE ALL THE PREY TO THE ARMY; AND THOU SHALT EAT THE SPOILS OF THY ENEMIES, WHICH THE LORD THY GOD SHALL GIVE THEE. SO SHALT THOU DO TO ALL CITIES THAT ARE AT GREAT DISTANCE FROM THEE AND ARE NOT OF THESE CITIES WHICH THOU SHALT RECEIVE IN POSSESSION. BUT OF THOSE CITIES THAT SHALL BE GIVEN THEE, THOU SHALT SUFFER NONE AT ALL TO LIVE, BUT SHALT KILL THEM WITH THE EDGE OF THE SWORD, TO WIT, THE HITTITE, AND THE AMORITE, AND THE CANAANITE, THE PERIZZITE, AND THE JEBUSITE, AND THE HIVITE AS THE LORD THY GOD HATH COMMANDED THEE."  AND AGAIN, IN THE SAME BOOK: "AND SIHON CAME OUT TO MEET US WITH ALL HIS PEOPLE TO FIGHT AT JAHAZ. AND THE LORD OUR GOD DELIVERED HIM TO US; AND WE SLEW HIM WITH HIS SONS AND ALL HIS PEOPLE. AND WE TOOK ALL HIS CITIES AT THAT TIME, KILLING THE INHABITANTS OF THEM, MEN AND WOMEN AND CHILDREN; WE LEFT NOTHING OF THEM."  AND AGAIN: "SO THE LORD OUR GOD DELIVERED INTO OUR HANDS OG ALSO, THE KING OF BASHAN, AND ALL HIS PEOPLE; AND WE UTTERLY DESTROYED THEM, WASTING ALL HIS CITIES AT ONE TIME. THERE WAS NOT A TOWN THAT ESCAPED US; SIXTY CITIES, ALL THE COUNTRY OF ARGOB THE KINGDOM OF OG IN BASHAN," AND SO ON. "AND WE UTTERLY DESTROYED THEM, AS WE HAD DONE TO SIHON THE KING OF HESHBON, DESTROYING EVERY CITY, MEN AND WOMEN AND CHILDREN. BUT THE CATTLE AND THE SPOILS OF THE CITIES WE TOOK FOR OUR PREY. REGARDING THE MAN GATHERING STICKS ON THE SABBATH IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF NUMBERS: "AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WERE IN THE WILDERNESS AND HAD FOUND A MAN GATHERING STICKS ON THE SABBATH DAY, THAT THEY BROUGHT HIM TO MOSES AND AARON AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE. AND THEY PUT HIM INTO PRISON, NOT KNOWING WHAT THEY SHOULD DO WITH HIM. AND THE LORD SAID TO MOSES, 'LET THAT MAN DIE; LET ALL THE MULTITUDE STONE HIM WITHOUT THE CAMP.' "  AND AGAIN, THIS LORD SAYS IN EXODUS TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL: "I WILL FILL THE NUMBER OF THY DAYS. I WILL SEND MY FEAR BEFORE THEE, AND WILL DESTROY ALL THE PEOPLE TO WHOM; THOU SHALT COME, AND WILL TURN THE BACKS OF ALL THY ENEMIES."  AND IN LEVITICUS THE SAME LORD SAYS: "YOU SHALL PURSUE YOUR ENEMIES, AND THEY SHALL FALL BEFORE YOU. FIVE OF YOURS SHALL PURSUE A HUNDRED OTHERS, AND A HUNDRED OF YOU TEN THOUSAND; YOUR ENEMIES SHALL FALL BEFORE YOU BY THE SWORD."  AND HE SAYS IN THE BOOK OF NUMBERS: "BUT IF YOU WILL NOT KILL THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND, THEY THAT REMAIN SHALL BE AS NAILS IN YOUR EYES AND SPEARS IN YOUR SIDES, AND THEY SHALL BE YOUR ADVERSARIES IN THE LAND OF YOUR HABITATION. AND WHATSOEVER I HAD THOUGHT TO DO TO THEM, I WILL DO TO YOU."   
[13] ON THE [SATANIC/BABYLONIAN] EVIL CREATOR [BUT NOT THE MESSIANIC EVIL CREATOR]. AND SO, IN THE OPINION OF THE WISE IT IS QUITE EVIDENT THAT HE CANNOT BE A TRUE CREATOR WHO, IN THE TEMPORAL WORLD, CAUSED THE MANIFEST AND MERCILESS DESTRUCTION OF SO MANY MEN AND WOMEN WITH ALL THEIR CHILDREN. FOR IT DOES SEEM INCREDIBLE THAT IN THE CASE OF THE CHILDREN—SINCE THEY HAD NOT THE KNOWLEDGE RIGHTLY TO DISTINGUISH GOOD FROM EVIL, NOR THE FREE WILL, ACCORDING TO THE BELIEF OF OUR OPPONENTS—THE TRUE CREATOR COULD IN THIS TEMPORAL WORLD HAVE DESTROYED THEM PITILESSLY BY A MOST REVOLTING DEATH; ESPECIALLY WHEN THE LORD HAD SAID THROUGH EZECHIEL, "THE SON SHALL NOT BEAR THE INIQUITY OF THE FATHER, BUT THE SOUL THAT SINNETH, THE SAME SHALL DIE."  NOR DOES JESUS CHRIST, FAITHFUL SON OF OUR CREATOR, ENJOIN HIS FOLLOWERS TO VISIT UTTER DESTRUCTION UPON THEIR ENEMIES IN THIS TEMPORAL WORLD, BUT COMMANDS RATHER THAT THEY DO GOOD UNTO THEM. THUS, HE SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED MATTHEW: "YOU HAVE HEARD THAT IT HATH BEEN SAID TO THEM OF OLD, 'THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AND HATE THY ENEMY.' BUT I SAY TO YOU, 'LOVE YOUR ENEMIES.' "  HE DID NOT SAY: IN THIS TEMPORAL WORLD, PERSECUTE YOUR ENEMIES AS YOUR FATHER DID OF OLD; BUT SAID, "LOVE YOUR ENEMIES; DO GOOD TO THEM THAT HATE YOU; AND PRAY FOR THEM THAT PERSECUTE AND CALUMNIATE YOU, THAT YOU MAY BE THE CHILDREN OF YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN."  IT IS AS THOUGH HE WERE SAYING: THAT YOU MAY BE IN THE LOVE OF YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN, TO WHOM BELONGS THIS WORK OF MERCY. HENCE, THE SON OF GOD, JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF, WAS TAUGHT BY HIS FATHER TO DO THIS WORK OF MERCY IN THE PRESENT, JUST AS HE SAYS OF HIMSELF IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, "THE SON CANNOT DO ANYTHING OF HIMSELF, BUT WHAT HE SEETH HIS FATHER DOING; FOR WHAT THINGS SO EVER HE DOTH, THESE THE SON ALSO DOTH IN LIKE MANNER."  THEREFORE, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE FATHER OF JESUS CHRIST DID NOT CAUSE THE MANIFEST DESTRUCTION OF SO MANY MEN AND WOMEN WITH ALL THEIR CHILDREN IN THIS TEMPORAL WORLD; PARTICULARLY SINCE THIS VERY GOD IS THE "FATHER OF MERCIES, AND THE GOD OF ALL COMFORT," AS THE APOSTLE POINTS OUT TO THE CORINTHIANS. 
[14] THAT THE [SATANIC/BABYLONIAN] EVIL GOD [BUT NOT THE MESSIANIC EVIL GOD] CURSED CHRIST. MOREOVER, NOT ONLY DID THE LORD AND CREATOR WHOM WE ARE DISCUSSING COMMAND THAT THE AFORESAID MURDER BE COMMITTED IN THIS TEMPORAL WORLD, IF WE ACCEPT THE BELIEF OF OUR OPPONENTS, BUT HE CURSED OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AS IS RECORDED IN DEUTERONOMY: "WHEN A MAN HATH COMMITTED A CRIME AND IS TO BE PUNISHED WITH DEATH AND, BEING CONDEMNED TO DIE, IS HANGED ON A GIBBET, HIS BODY SHALL NOT REMAIN UPON THE TREE, BUT SHALL BE BURIED THE SAME DAY, FOR HE IS ACCURSED OF GOD THAT HANGETH ON A TREE." AND THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE GALATIANS: "CHRIST HATH REDEEMED US FROM THE CURSE OF THE LAW, BEING MADE A CURSE FOR US, FOR IT IS WRITTEN, 'CURSED IS EVERYONE THAT HANGETH ON A TREE.' " WHENCE, IN THE OPINION OF THE WISE, IT IS NOT AT ALL TO BE BELIEVED THAT THE MOST BENEVOLENT GOD, ENTIRELY OF HIMSELF AND NOT AT ALL UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF HIS ENEMY, CURSED HIS SON JESUS CHRIST—OR, RATHER, CURSED HIMSELF, IF IT IS TRUE THAT THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT ARE ONE AND THE SAME, AS THE UNINFORMED SAY. BUT THERE IS INDUBITABLY AN EVIL CREATOR, WHO IS THE SOURCE AND CAUSE OF THE MALEDICTION ON JESUS CHRIST AS, INDEED, HE IS OF ALL EVIL. 
[15] HOW THAT [SATANIC/BABYLONIAN] [EVIL] GOD [BUT NOT THE MESSIANIC EVIL GOD] CONCURRED IN FALSEHOOD. NOW, ACCORDING TO OUR OPPONENTS, THE SAME LORD AND CREATOR IS FOUND TO HAVE CONCURRED IN FALSEHOOD BY SENDING A VERY EVIL AND LYING SPIRIT. INDEED, THE SPIRIT OF THIS GOD IS CALLED AN "EVIL SPIRIT" AND A "WICKED SPIRIT," AS IS RECORDED IN THE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS: "BUT THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD DEPARTED FROM SAUL, AND AN EVIL SPIRIT FROM THE LORD TROUBLED HIM";  AND AGAIN, IN THE SAME BOOK, "SO WHENSOEVER THE EVIL SPIRIT OF GOD WAS UPON SAUL, DAVID TOOK HIS HARP AND PLAYED WITH HIS HAND, AND SAUL WAS REFRESHED AND WAS BETTER, FOR THE EVIL SPIRIT DEPARTED FROM HIM." AND IN THE BOOK OF JUDGES IT IS WRITTEN: "SO ABIMELECH REIGNED OVER ISRAEL FOR THREE YEARS. AND THE LORD GOD SENT A VERY EVIL SPIRIT BETWEEN ABIMELECH AND THE INHABITANTS OF SHECHEM."° BUT THE LORD OUR GOD SENT THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, AS CHRIST DECLARES IN THE GOSPEL. AND IN THE THIRD BOOK OF KINGS, MICAIAH THE PROPHET SAYS: "I SAW THE LORD SITTING ON HIS THRONE, AND ALL THE ARMY OF HEAVEN STANDING BY HIM ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON THE LEFT. AND THE LORD SAID, 'WHO SHALL DECEIVE AHAB, KING OF ISRAEL, THAT HE MAY GO UP AND FALL AT RAMOTHGILEAD?' AND ONE SPOKE WORDS OF THIS MANNER, AND ANOTHER OTHERWISE. AND THERE CAME FORTH A SPIRIT AND STOOD BEFORE THE LORD AND SAID, 'I WILL DECEIVE HIM.' AND THE LORD SAID TO HIM, 'BY WHAT MEANS?' AND HE SAID, 'I WILL GO FORTH AND BE A LYING SPIRIT IN THE MOUTH OF ALL HIS PROPHETS.' AND THE LORD SAID, 'THOU SHALT DECEIVE HIM, AND SHALT PREVAIL; GO FORTH AND DO SO.' NOW THEREFORE BEHOLD THE LORD HATH GIVEN A LYING SPIRIT IN THE MOUTH OF ALL THY PROPHETS THAT ARE HERE; AND THE LORD HATH SPOKEN EVIL AGAINST THEE." AND SO, ONCE MORE IT IS CLEARLY SEEN, IF WE FOLLOW OUR OPPONENTS, THAT HE, LORD AND CREATOR, SENT A VERY EVIL AND A LYING SPIRIT. THIS THE TRUE GOD ABSOLUTELY COULD NOT DO IN ANY FASHION. 
[15] THAT THE [SATANIC/BABYLONIAN] [EVIL] GOD [BUT THE MESSIANIC EVIL GOD DID IN ACTS 3:25-26] DID NOT KEEP HIS PROMISE. THIS VERY LORD AND CREATOR, MOREOVER, PROMISED TO ABRAHAM, AND CONFIRMED TO HIS SEED, THAT HE WOULD GIVE TO HIM AND TO HIS SEED AFTER HIM ALL THE LAND WHICH ABRAHAM SAW TO THE NORTH AND TO THE SOUTH, TO THE EAST AND TO THE WEST, AS ONE READS IN GENESIS: "AND THE LORD SAID TO ABRAHAM, AFTER LOT WAS SEPARATED FROM HIM, 'LIFT UP THY EYES, AND LOOK FROM THE PLACE WHEREIN THOU NOW ART, TO THE NORTH AND TO THE SOUTH, TO THE EAST AND TO THE WEST. ALL THE LAND WHICH THOU SEEST I WILL GIVE TO THEE AND TO THY SEED FOREVER.' " AND AGAIN: "ARISE, WALK THROUGH THE LAND IN THE LENGTH, AND IN THE BREADTH THEREOF, FOR I WILL GIVE IT TO THEE."  AND IN DEUTERONOMY IT IS WRITTEN: "GO IN AND POSSESS THE LAND CONCERNING WHICH THE LORD GOD SWORE TO OUR FATHERS ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, THAT HE WOULD GIVE IT TO THEM AND TO THEIR SEED AFTER THEM." [16] BUT ALTHOUGH THIS VERY LORD MADE THE PROMISE AFORESAID UNDER OATH TO ABRAHAM, YET IT MUST BE BELIEVED THAT IN A TEMPORAL SENSE HE NEVER FULFILLED IT AT ALL. THIS IS WHAT THE BLESSED STEPHEN SAYS IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES: "FOR HE, THE LORD, SAID TO ABRAHAM, 'GO FORTH OUT OF THY COUNTRY AND FROM THY KINDRED AND COME INTO THE LAND WHICH I SHALL SHOW THEE.' THEN HE WENT OUT OF THE LAND OF THE CHALDEANS, AND DWELT IN CHARAN. AND FROM THENCE, AFTER HIS FATHER WAS DEAD, HE REMOVED HIM INTO THIS LAND WHEREIN YOU NOW DWELL. AND HE GAVE HIM NO INHERITANCE IN IT, NO, NOT THE PACE OF A FOOT, BUT HE PROMISED TO GIVE IT HIM IN POSSESSION AND TO HIS SEED AFTER HIM."  AND SO, IT IS CLEARLY SEEN THAT HE, THE LORD AND CREATOR, FAILED TO FULFILL A PROMISE MADE UNDER OATH; NOR DID HE EVER, EVEN ACCORDING TO THE VIEWS OF OUR OPPONENTS, FULFILL IT IN THE TEMPORAL AND VISIBLE WORLD. MOREOVER, IT DOES NOT APPEAR THAT ABRAHAM IN A TEMPORAL SENSE POSSESSED THIS LAND AT ANY TIME, WHATEVER THE UNLEARNED MAY STAMMER ABOUT IT. 
[17] HOW THIS [SATANIC/BABYLONIAN] EVIL GOD [BUT NOT THE MESSIANIC EVIL GOD] WAS ACTUALLY SEEN IN THIS TEMPORAL WORLD. IT APPEARS, ALSO, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE BELIEF OF THE DULLARDS, THAT THE AFORESAID LORD AND CREATOR WAS PLAINLY SEEN IN THIS WORLD, BY SEVERAL PERSONS FACE TO FACE. SO, WE READ IN GENESIS, "AND JACOB CALLED THE NAME OF THE PLACE PENUEL, SAYING, 'I HAVE SEEN THE LORD FACE TO FACE.' " AND IN EXODUS IT IS WRITTEN: "THEN MOSES AND AARON, NADAB AND ABIU, AND SEVENTY OF THE ANCIENTS OF ISRAEL WENT UP, AND THEY SAW THE GOD OF ISRAEL", AND AGAIN, "AND THE LORD SPOKE TO MOSES FACE TO FACE, AS A MAN IS WONT TO SPEAK TO HIS FRIEND." AND IN THE BOOK OF NUMBERS THIS LORD SAYS, "BUT IT IS NOT SO WITH MY SERVANT MOSES WHO IS MOST FAITHFUL IN ALL MY HOUSE, FOR I SPEAK TO HIM MOUTH TO MOUTH AND PLAINLY AND NOT BY RIDDLES AND FIGURES."  BUT OUR TRUE CREATOR IS NEVER SEEN BY ANYONE WITH THE CORPOREAL EYES OF THIS WORLD, AS THE BLESSED JOHN SAYS IN THE GOSPEL, "NO MAN HATH SEEN GOD AT ANY TIME; THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON WHO IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, HE HATH DECLARED HIM."  AND THE APOSTLE SAYS IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY, "TO THE KING OF AGES, IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, THE ONLY GOD, BE HONOR AND GLORY."  AND TO THE COLOSSIANS THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS, REFERRING TO CHRIST, "WHO IS THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD." THEREFORE, THE WISE MAY READ [THE SCRIPTURES] AND BELIEVE WITHOUT DOUBT THAT THERE IS AN EVIL GOD, LORD AND CREATOR; HE IS THE SOURCE AND CAUSE OF ALL THE EVILS REFERRED TO ABOVE. OTHERWISE, ONE WOULD BE LED OF NECESSITY TO CONFESS THAT THE TRUE GOD HIMSELF, WHO IS SHINING AND GOOD, HOLY, THE LIVING FOUNTAIN AND SOURCE OF ALL SWEETNESS, DELIGHT, AND JUSTICE, WAS DIRECTLY THE CAUSE AND ORIGIN OF ALL EVIL, WICKEDNESS, BITTERNESS, AND INJUSTICE. ALL OPPOSITES AND CONTRARIES WOULD FLOW FORTH ENTIRELY FROM THE LORD HIMSELF. IN THE OPINION OF THE WISE, SUCH A SUPPOSITION IS A MOST FOOLISH FANCY.
PART V. AGAINST THE GARATENSES 
[1] REBUTTAL OF THE GARATENSES. I HAVE DECIDED TO WRITE A FURTHER REBUTTAL OF THE GARATENSES, WHO OFTEN HAVE REPEATED A BOASTING CHALLENGE TO US BY SAYING: YOU ALBANENSES CANNOT PROVE BY EVIDENCE FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES THAT AN EVIL GOD IS THE CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH AND ALL OTHER VISIBLE THINGS, WHICH REPEATEDLY YOU PROCLAIM HIM TO BE. I AM LED TO REPLY BRIEFLY TO THEM...BUT IT IS KNOWN, HOWEVER, THAT GREAT HOSTILITY REPEATEDLY APPEARS BETWEEN SARACENS, THE BAPTIZED, JEWS, TATARS, AND OTHER RELIGIOUSLY MINDED PERSONS OF THIS WORLD. ALTHOUGH ALL BELIEVE THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE PRINCIPLE, HOLY, GOOD, AND MERCIFUL, THEY ARE NONETHELESS FOUND IN CONSTANT CONTENTION WITH EACH OTHER WITH THEIR HARSH WORDS AND THE CRUELEST OF DEEDS--EVEN THOUGH ALL UNDOUBTEDLY BELIEVE THAT IN CREATION ALL MEN ARE BROTHERS. I HAVE ALREADY REFUTED THIS MOST FOOLISH BELIEF OF THEIRS WITH CLARITY SUFFICIENT FOR THE WISE. 
[2] EXPOSURE OF THE FOOLISH. NOW, HOWEVER, I WISH TO EXPOSE TO THOSE WHO DO HAVE UNDERSTANDING THE FOLLY OF THE GARATENSES; THEY, LIKE THE OTHERS, BELIEVE IN ONLY ONE MOST BENEVOLENT CREATOR, AND YET ARE WONT REPEATEDLY TO ASSERT THAT THERE IS ANOTHER LORD, THE EVIL PRINCE OF THIS WORLD, WHO WAS A CREATURE OF THE MOST EXCELLENT CREATOR. HE, THEY SAY, CORRUPTED THE FOUR ELEMENTS OF THE TRUE LORD GOD. OUT OF THESE ELEMENTS THIS EVIL LORD IN THE BEGINNING FORMED AND MADE MAN AND WOMAN AND ALL THE OTHER VISIBLE BODIES OF THIS WORLD, FROM WHICH HAVE SPRUNG ALL OTHER BODIES WHATSOEVER WHICH TODAY PREVAIL ON EARTH. BUT SINCE THIS OPINION OF THEIRS SEEMS MOST FOOLISH TO THE LEARNED, I DEMAND THAT THEY CONFIRM THEIR INTERPRETATION BY EVIDENCE FROM HOLY SCRIPTURES, BY STATING WHERE—IN WHAT BOOK, IN WHAT TEXT, OR IN WHAT PART OF THE BIBLE—ONE MAY FIND THAT WHICH THEY BELIEVE AND OPENLY PREACH TO MEN, NAMELY, THAT AN EVIL GOD OR LORD CORRUPTED THE FOUR ELEMENTS OF THE GOOD LORD GOD AND THAT AN EVIL LORD IN THE BEGINNING MADE MAN AND WOMAN AND ALL OTHER BODIES WHATSOEVER, THOSE OF BIRDS, OF FISHES, OF CREEPING THINGS, AND OF CATTLE OF THIS WORLD, AS THEY PREACH AND ATTEST BEFORE MEN. BUT PERCHANCE THEY MAY SAY: WE CAN INDEED PROVE THAT AN EVIL GOD IN THE BEGINNING MADE MAN AND WOMAN AND ALL OTHER BEINGS WHATSOEVER FROM WHICH ALL CARNAL BODIES ARE DERIVED. FOR AS ONE CLEARLY FINDS IN GENESIS, HE, THE EVIL LORD, SAYS TO MAN AND WOMAN, TO THE BIRDS, CATTLE, AND ALL THE OTHER CARNAL BODIES: "INCREASE AND MULTIPLY AND FILL THE EARTH."  HE SAYS TO THE FISHES: "INCREASE AND MULTIPLY AND FILL THE WATERS OF THE SEA."  IN THAT BOOK ALSO, ONE FINDS THAT THIS GOD, WHOM WE BELIEVE TO BE EVIL, SAYS: "LET US MAKE MAN TO OUR IMAGE AND LIKENESS"; AND AGAIN, "AND GOD MADE THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH ACCORDING TO THEIR KINDS, AND CATTLE AND EVERYTHING THAT CREEPETH AFTER ITS KIND"; AND AGAIN, "AND THE LORD GOD BUILT THE RIB WHICH HE TOOK FROM ADAM INTO A WOMAN."° AND AGAIN, HE SAID: "WHEREFORE A MAN SHALL LEAVE FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL CLEAVE TO HIS WIFE, AND THEY SHALL BE TWO IN ONE FLESH." " AND CHRIST SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED MARK: "BUT FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION, GOD MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE." AND HE ADDS, "FOR THIS CAUSE A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL CLEAVE TO HIS WIFE, AND THEY TWO SHALL BE IN ONE FLESH. THEREFORE, NOW THEY ARE NOT TWO, BUT ONE FLESH," AND SO ON. AND IT IS IN SUCH WISE, PERHAPS RELYING ON THE FOREGOING TEXTS AND OTHERS LIKE THEM, THAT THEY MAY ALLEGE THAT AN EVIL GOD IN THE BEGINNING MADE THE VISIBLE BODIES OF THIS WORLD. I WILL ACCEPT THEIR ALLEGATION, SO FAR AS I AM ABLE, PROVIDED THEY BELIEVE THE FOREGOING EVIDENCE TO BE COMPLETELY TRUE. BUT LET THEM TELL ME WHETHER OR NOT THEY REALLY BELIEVE AND WISH TO ACCEPT THE FOREGOING EVIDENCE AND OTHER WORDS WHICH ARE RECORDED IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS. IF THEY SAY THEY DO NOT, BECAUSE THE EVIL GOD IS THE AUTHOR AND NO FAITH AT ALL IS TO BE PUT IN HIS WORDS, I ANSWER THAT DENIAL: THEREFORE, YOU HAVE PRODUCED NO PROOF FROM SCRIPTURE TO SUBSTANTIATE DOCTRINE SUCH AS YOU DAILY PREACH. THEREFORE, HOW, BY WHAT BOLDNESS, CAN YOU UTTER SUCH WORDS IF YOU CAN PROVIDE NO ARGUMENT FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE TO BUTTRESS YOUR OPINION? BUT SUPPOSE THEY SAY: ALTHOUGH WE BELIEVE THIS GOD TO BE EVIL, NONETHELESS WE ACCEPT AS TRUE THIS EVIDENCE WHICH WE HAVE ADVANCED JUST AS IT IS RECORDED IN GENESIS, TO WIT, THAT HE, THE EVIL GOD, MADE THE VISIBLE BODIES OF THIS WORLD, AS WAS POINTED OUT IN THE FOREGOING. TO THEM I REPLY: IF YOU SEEK TO CONFIRM FROM THE BOOK OF GENESIS DOCTRINE SUCH AS YOU PREACH DAILY—NAMELY, THAT AN EVIL GOD CORRUPTED THE FOUR ELEMENTS AND, IN THE BEGINNING MADE MAN AND WOMAN AND ALL FLESHLY BODIES—THEN WHY DO YOU DAILY CONTEND WITH US, SAYING THAT WE CANNOT PROVE TO YOU ONE EVIL CREATOR GOD? CAN WE NOT PLAINLY PROVE TO YOU, THROUGH THE TEXTS FROM GENESIS WITH WHICH YOU BUTTRESS YOUR OPINION, THAT THIS GOD, WHOM YOU BELIEVE TO BE EVIL, IS THE CREATOR OF HEAVEN, EARTH, AND ALL OTHER THINGS WHICH ARE VISIBLE, JUST AS HE IS THEIR MAKER? FOR IN GENESIS, ONE READS: "IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED HEAVEN, AND EARTH. AND THE EARTH WAS VOID AND EMPTY"; AND AGAIN, "AND GOD CREATED THE GREAT WHALES, AND EVERY LIVING AND MOVING CREATURE"; AND SO ON, "AND EVERY WINGED FOWL ACCORDING TO ITS KIND."  AND AGAIN: "AND GOD CREATED MAN TO HIS OWN IMAGE, TO THE IMAGE OF GOD HE CREATED HIM, MALE AND FEMALE HE CREATED THEM", AND AGAIN, "AND HE BLESSED THE SEVENTH DAY AND SANCTIFIED IT, BECAUSE IN IT, HE HAD RESTED FROM ALL HIS WORK WHICH GOD CREATED AND MADE."  AND AGAIN, "BUT MELCHIZEDEK, THE KING OF SALEM, BRINGING FORTH BREAD AND WINE, FOR HE WAS THE PRIEST OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], BLESSED HIM AND SAID, 'BLESSED BE ABRAM BY THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], WHO CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH. AND BLESSED BE THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] BY WHOSE PROTECTION THE ENEMIES ARE IN THY HANDS.' " AND SO, BY TESTIMONY FROM GENESIS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DEMONSTRATION WHICH WE HAVE PRESENTED FOR THE GARATENSES, WE CAN PLAINLY PROVE THE EXISTENCE OF AN EVIL CREATOR, WHO CREATED HEAVEN, EARTH, AND ALL OTHER VISIBLE BODIES WHATSOEVER, EXACTLY AS HAS ALREADY BEEN POINTED OUT WITH RESPECT TO THE EVIL "MAKER" BY EVIDENCE FROM GENESIS. 
[3] ON ALL CREATION. BUT PERHAPS SOME IMPRUDENT PERSON AMONG THEM WILL SAY: WE DO, INDEED, BELIEVE IN ONLY ONE CREATOR AND MAKER OF ALL, WHO CREATED AND MADE ALL VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE THINGS, JUST AS IS WRITTEN IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED JOHN: "ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM, AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOTHING MADE."  AND PAUL SAYS IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES: "THAT I PREACH TO YOU: GOD, WHO MADE THE WORLD, AND ALL THINGS THEREIN," AND SO ON, "AND HATH MADE OF ONE ALL MANKIND TO DWELL UPON THE WHOLE FACE OF THE EARTH." IN THE SAME BOOK THE APOSTLES SAID: "LORD, THOU ART HE THAT DIDST MAKE HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE SEA, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE IN THEM." AND IN THE APOCALYPSE IS WRITTEN: "FEAR THE LORD AND GIVE HIM HONOR, AND ADORE YE HIM THAT MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE SEA, AND THE FOUNTAIN OF WATERS." AND THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE HEBREWS: "HE THAT CREATED ALL THINGS IS GOD."  AND SO, PERHAPS, BY THESE PASSAGES AND OTHERS LIKE THEM MIGHT THEY ATTEST ONE SOLE CREATOR AND MAKER OF ALL. AGAINST THIS I OBJECT AS FOLLOWS: IF, INDEED, THE TRUE LORD GOD IN THE BEGINNING MADE MALE AND FEMALE, FOWLS AND CATTLE, AND ALL THE OTHER VISIBLE BODIES, WHY THEN, DO YOU DAILY CENSURE THE CARNAL UNION OF MAN AND WOMAN, CALLING IT THE WORK OF THE DEVIL? WHY DO YOU NOT PRODUCE SONS AND DAUGHTERS FOR YOUR LORD GOD? WHY DO YOU NOT EAT THE MEAT, THE EGGS, AND THE CHEESE WHICH ARE FROM YOUR CREATOR, MOST GOOD? AND WHEREFORE DO YOU UTTERLY CONDEMN EATING THEM, IF YOU BELIEVE THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE CREATOR AND MAKER OF ALL VISIBLE THINGS? IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT THE ROMANS" CONSTANTLY CITE AGAINST YOU" THE TEXT OF THE BLESSED PAUL, WHO SAYS TO TIMOTHY: "NOW THE SPIRIT MANIFESTLY SAITH, THAT IN THE LAST TIMES SOME SHALL DEPART THE FAITH, GIVING HEED TO SPIRITS OF ERROR, AND DOCTRINES OF DEVILS, SPEAKING LIES IN HYPOCRISY, AND HAVING THEIR CONSCIENCE SEARED, FORBIDDING TO MARRY, [ENJOINING] TO ABSTAIN FROM MEATS, WHICH GOD HATH CREATED TO BE RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING BY THE FAITHFUL, AND BY THEM THAT HAVE KNOWN THE TRUTH. FOR EVERY CREATURE OF GOD IS GOOD, AND NOTHING TO BE REJECTED." NOW IF IT BE TRUE THAT THE MOST BENEVOLENT AND MERCIFUL GOD CREATED AND MADE MAN AND WOMAN AND THE VISIBLE BODIES OF THE WORLD, YOU REPEATEDLY SCORN THE CREATION OF THE TRUE LORD GOD WHEN YOU CONDEMN [DAMN] HIS MATRIMONY. THE GARATENSES ARE THUS ENSNARED BY THEIR OWN WORDS. 
[4] A DECLARATION TO THE FAITHFUL. LET IT BE SPREAD ABROAD TO ALL THE FAITHFUL IN CHRIST THAT, BECAUSE OF THE SLANDEROUS STATEMENTS OF A CERTAIN MEMBER OF THE GARATENSES WHO BOASTED EXCESSIVELY IN THE PRESENCE OF OUR FRIENDS, I HAVE BEEN MOVED TO WRITE AGAINST HIM—AS BY SATAN, THE LORD WAS MOVED WHEN HE SAID IN THE BOOK OF JOB: "THOU HAST MOVED ME AGAINST HIM,"  AND SO ON—ALTHOUGH I HAVE NOT TROUBLED MYSELF TO DO THIS PREVIOUSLY. BUT BY THE AID OF JESUS CHRIST, I MAY SAY WITH THE PROPHET: "HIS SORROW SHALL BE TURNED ON HIS OWN HEAD: AND HIS INIQUITY SHALL COME DOWN UPON HIS CROWN." NOW, HOWEVER, I SERVE NOTICE UPON YOU ALB...AND THE WHOLE GROUP OF YOUR GARATENSES THAT IF USING THE WHOLE TEXT OF THE BIBLE YOU WISH TO UPHOLD AND DEFEND YOUR FAITH, THAT WHICH YOU HOLD AND PREACH EVERY DAY BEFORE YOUR BELIEVERS—WHICH IS THAT THE DEVIL CORRUPTED THE FOUR ELEMENTS OF THE TRUE LORD GOD, TO WIT, HEAVEN, EARTH, WATER, AND FIRE; THAT HE IN THE BEGINNING MADE MAN AND WOMAN AND THE OTHER VISIBLE BODIES OF THIS WORLD—I INTEND TO UPHOLD AND DEFEND MY FAITH, WHICH I HOLD AND OPENLY PREACH BEFORE CHRIST'S FAITHFUL, BY TESTIMONY OF THE LAW, THE PROPHETS, AND THE NEW TESTAMENT, WHICH I BELIEVE TO BE TRUE AND TO DECLARE THE TRUTH, NAMELY, THAT THERE IS AN EVIL GOD WHO CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE GREAT WHALES, AND EVERY LIVING AND MOVING CREATURE, AND EVERY WINGED FOWL ACCORDING TO ITS KIND, AND MADE MAN AND WOMAN; WHO FORMED MAN OF THE SLIME OF THE EARTH, AND BREATHED INTO HIM THE BREATH OF LIFE—THINGS WHICH THIS GOD HAS DONE, AS I HAVE CLEARLY READ IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS." IF YOU DESIRE TO MEET THIS CHALLENGE, CHOOSE ANY PLACE WHICH SEEMS TO YOU APPROPRIATE AND CONVENIENT, IN THE FULL KNOWLEDGE THAT I, AS I HAVE ALREADY MADE CLEAR, AM PREPARED WITH THE AID OF THE TRUE FATHER TO SUSTAIN MY POSITION. 
[5] A CHALLENGE. AGAIN, I WISH YOU TO KNOW, ALL...THAT I HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY PETER OF FERRARA" OF YOUR ADMISSION TO HIM THAT YOU ARE UNABLE TO ESTABLISH THROUGH THE TEXT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT THIS BELIEF OF YOURS TO THE EFFECT THAT THE DEVIL CORRUPTED THE FOUR ELEMENTS OF THE GOOD GOD AND THAT HE MADE MALE AND FEMALE, OR WORDS TO THIS EFFECT. WHENCE I SAY THIS TO YOU AND TO ALL YOUR GARATENSES: IF YOU WISH TO CONFESS THIS IN THE PRESENCE OF OUR FAITHFUL FOLLOWERS AND FRIENDS, TO WIT, THAT YOU CANNOT PROVE THE TRUTH OF YOUR FAITH BY TEXTS WHICH YOU BELIEVE TO BE VALID AND TO DECLARE THE TRUTH; IF, AS IS REPORTED, YOU WISH TO CONFESS THIS, KNOW YOU THAT I ELECT TO UPHOLD MY FAITH AND TO PROVE IT BY THE HOLY SCRIPTURES AND BY TEXTS WHICH I BELIEVE TO DECLARE THE TRUTH. MY POSITION IS THAT THIS GOD, WHOM I BELIEVE TO BE EVIL, CREATED HEAVEN AND EARTH AND THE OTHER THINGS ENUMERATED ABOVE. IF YOU ARE UNWILLING TO ADMIT THIS, DEFEND, THEN, YOUR FAITH, WHICH YOU SO ASSIDUOUSLY PREACH, BY TEXTS WHICH YOU BELIEVE TO BE TRUE AND TO DECLARE THE TRUTH, JUST AS I STAND READY TO DEFEND MY FAITH. IF, INDEED, YOU DO NOT WISH TO DO THIS, IT IS TRULY MOST ASTONISHING THAT YOU ASK MEN TO ACCEPT YOUR BELIEF, WHICH IS THAT THE DEVIL CORRUPTED THE FOUR ELEMENTS OF THE TRUE LORD GOD, OUT OF WHICH IN THE BEGINNING HE MADE THE VISIBLE BODIES OF THIS WORLD. IT IS ASTONISHING, MOREOVER, THAT YOU CANNOT PRODUCE SOLID PROOF BY TEXTS WHICH YOU BELIEVE TO BE VALID AND TO DECLARE THE TRUTH, YET YOU CHOOSE TO REJECT MY MOST BENEVOLENT FAITH, WHICH I AM PREPARED TO BUTTRESS STRONGLY BY EVIDENCE FROM THE LAW, THE PROPHETS, AND FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT. NOW LET THE ADVERSARY OF TRUTH KEEP SILENT AND NEVER AGAIN DARE TO UTTER THE WORDS REFERRED TO ABOVE! 
[6.] A FURTHER ARGUMENT AGAINST THE GARATENSES. A FURTHER ARGUMENT AGAINST THE GARATENSES IS THIS: THAT EVERY DAY THEY PREACH AND ASSERT THAT IN THE BEGINNING THE DEVIL CORRUPTED THE FOUR ELEMENTS OF THE TRUE LORD GOD, NAMELY, HEAVEN, EARTH, WATER, AND FIRE. IF THIS IS TRUE, AS THEY BELIEVE AND REPEATEDLY PREACH AND AFFIRM TO THEIR BELIEVERS, LET THE GARATENSES ANSWER THE FOLLOWING OBJECTION WHICH I POSE AGAINST THEM: WAS THIS CORRUPTION OF THE HOLY ELEMENTS OF THE TRUE LORD GOD, WHICH WAS ACCOMPLISHED BY THE DEVIL, A GOOD AND HOLY THING, OR WAS IT EVIL AND MOST VAIN? IF THEY SHOULD ANSWER THAT IT WAS GOOD AND HOLY, THE REPLY THEN WOULD BE: IF THAT WERE TRUE, THEY WOULD FALSELY BELIEVE AND PREACH. FOR THEY SAY THE DEVIL CORRUPTED THE FOUR ELEMENTS OF THE TRUE GOD, WHICH WOULD BE UNTRUE, SINCE A GOOD AND HOLY ACT WOULD NOT CORRUPT THE HOLY ELEMENTS WHICH WERE FROM THE GOOD LORD GOD. AND, PURSUING THIS ARGUMENT, IT WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR THEM TO BELIEVE THAT THE FORMATION OF MALE AND FEMALE, FROM WHICH VISIBLE BODIES WERE PRODUCED AND WHICH THEY HOLD TO HAVE BEEN AFFECTED IN THE BEGINNING BY THE DEVIL, WAS GOOD AND HOLY. THIS IS THE EXACT OPPOSITE OF THEIR BELIEF, SINCE THEY PREACH AND ABSOLUTELY AFFIRM THAT ACTS OF UNION OF MALE AND FEMALE ARE WICKED AND NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WILL OF GOD. WHY, THEN, DO THEY REJECT MEAT, EGGS, AND CHEESE, MADE FROM THE MOST HOLY ELEMENTS, IF THAT CORRUPTION OR FORMATION WHICH WAS ACCOMPLISHED BY THE DEVIL IN THE BEGINNING WAS GOOD AND HOLY? HENCE, WHOEVER MAY SAY THIS IS ADMIRABLY REFUTED. BUT ASSUME THEM TO REPLY: THAT CORRUPTION OR FORMATION OF THE MOST HOLY ELEMENTS OF THE TRUE LORD GOD WHICH WAS ACCOMPLISHED BY THE DEVIL WAS EVIL AND MOST VAIN AND CONTRARY TO GOD'S WILL, AS THEY INDUBITABLY BELIEVE AND AFFIRM. THE REJOINDER THEN WOULD BE: NOW LET THE GARATENSES ANSWER WHETHER THE CORRUPTION OF THE MOST HOLY ELEMENTS—WHICH WAS EVIL AND VAIN, WHICH WAS ACCOMPLISHED BY THE DEVIL, AS WAS ADMITTED ABOVE—WAS DONE BY THE WILL OF THE MOST HOLY FATHER OR ENTIRELY AGAINST HIS WILL. IF THEY SHOULD SAY THAT THE CORRUPTION OF THE HOLY ELEMENTS WAS DONE BY THE WILL OF THE LORD, FOR IT IS INCREDIBLE THAT THE DEVIL COULD CORRUPT THE MOST HOLY ELEMENTS CONTRARY TO THE WILL OF GOD, THE REJOINDER WOULD BE: THUS, IT FOLLOWS THAT THE LORD HAD AN EVIL WILL WHEN HE DESIRED EVIL AND MOST VAIN CORRUPTION TO BE ACCOMPLISHED IN HIS MOST HOLY ELEMENTS, AS JUST STATED. AND IF THEY SHOULD SAY THAT THE WILL OF GOD WAS GOOD AND HOLY WHEN HE WISHED HIS HOLY ELEMENTS TO BE CORRUPTED, FOR BY THAT CORRUPTION OR FORMATION WAS ESTABLISHED THE KINGDOM OF THE MOST HOLY CREATOR, NAMELY, THE KINGDOM OF NEW SOULS, WHO HAD BEEN CREATED FROM ETERNITY AND ARE NOW DAILY GIVEN FORM THROUGH THE UNION OF MAN AND WOMAN, THEN IT WOULD FOLLOW OF NECESSITY THAT THE UNION OF MAN AND WOMAN IS ENTIRELY GOOD AND HOLY, IF THUS AND IN NO OTHER WAY GOD SEEKS COMPLETELY TO RENEW HIS KINGDOM WITH NEW SOULS. NOW THIS UNION OUGHT NOT TO BE UTTERLY REPUDIATED, AS THE GARATENSES REPEATEDLY DO, WERE IT THE TRUE MEANS BY WHICH NEW SOULS ARE GIVEN FORM. IF, HOWEVER, THEY SHOULD SAY: INDEED, WE BELIEVE THIS CORRUPTION OR FORMATION WAS AFFECTED IN THE MOST HOLY ELEMENTS CONTRARY TO THE WILL OF GOD, THEN IT FOLLOWS OF NECESSITY THAT THERE IS ANOTHER PRINCIPLE, ONE OF EVIL, WHICH CAN CORRUPT THE FOUR ELEMENTS OF THE MOST HOLY CREATOR ENTIRELY AGAINST THE LATTER'S WILL. THIS WOULD NOT BE TRUE IF THERE WERE ONLY ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE. ALSO, HAD THE DEVIL BEEN A CREATURE OF THE TRUE LORD GOD, HE COULD NOT HAVE DONE ANY VIOLENCE TO THE MOST HOLY ELEMENTS AGAINST THE LATTER'S WILL. THEREFORE, IT FOLLOWS THAT THERE ARE TWO PRINCIPLES OF THINGS, TO WIT, ONE OF GOOD, THE OTHER OF EVIL; AND THE LATTER IS THE SOURCE OF THE CORRUPTION OF THE HOLY ELEMENTS AND ALSO THE SOURCE OF ALL EVIL. THEREFORE, THE GARATENSES ARE ENTANGLED IN THEIR OWN MOST FOOLISH ARGUMENTS. BUT PERHAPS THEY WOULD STILL PROTEST BY SAYING: THE CORRUPTION OF THE HOLY ELEMENTS WAS NOT ACCOMPLISHED BY THE WILL OF THE LORD NOR AGAINST HIS WILL, BUT WAS DONE BY HIS PERMISSION AND ACQUIESCENCE. BUT LET THE GARATENSES ANSWER WHETHER THIS ACQUIESCENCE AND PERMISSION, BY WHICH THE MOST HOLY ELEMENTS WERE CORRUPTED, WAS GOOD AND HOLY, OR EVIL AND MOST VAIN. IF THEY SHOULD SAY: THIS ACQUIESCENCE WAS GOOD AND HOLY, THEN IT FOLLOWS OF NECESSITY THAT THE HOLY ELEMENTS WERE NOT CORRUPTED AT ALL, SINCE THE MOST HOLY ELEMENTS WOULD NOT BE CORRUPTED BY A GOOD AND HOLY ACQUIESCENCE. AND ALSO, THAT FORMATION OF MAN AND WOMAN WHICH, AS THEY BELIEVE, WAS AFFECTED BY THE DEVIL WOULD BE MOST GOOD AND HOLY; WHICH IS THE DIRECT OPPOSITE OF WHAT THE GARATENSES BELIEVE. IF, HOWEVER, THEY SHOULD SAY: IT WAS EVIL AND VAIN (AS IS THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER). -- THEN GOD MADE A MOST FOOLISH AND WICKED CONCESSION, AND THUS GOD WAS THE CAUSE OF THIS EVIL, AS THE APOSTLE SAYS TO THE ROMANS: "NOT ONLY THEY THAT DO THEM ARE WORTHY OF DEATH, BUT THEY ALSO THAT CONSENT TO THEM." IT IS ABSOLUTELY IMPOSSIBLE TO BELIEVE THIS OF THE TRUE LORD GOD. IT THEN FOLLOWS OF NECESSITY THAT THERE IS ANOTHER PRINCIPLE, ONE OF EVIL, WHO FORCED THE TRUE GOD TO PERMIT AND SUFFER THE WICKED AND MOST VAIN. CORRUPTION IN HIS MOST HOLY ELEMENTS, QUITE AGAINST HIS WILL. THIS IN NO WISE WOULD THE TRUE LORD GOD DO ENTIRELY AND DIRECTLY OF HIS OWN WILL. AND SO, IN ALL THE WAYS RECOUNTED ABOVE, THE GARATENSES ARE ENSNARED IN THEIR OWN WORDS.
PART VI. ON WILL 
[1] ON THE IGNORANCE OF MANY PERSONS. SINCE MANY PERSONS ENVELOPED IN THE DARKNESS OF IGNORANCE MAINTAIN THAT NOT ONLY THOSE WHO WILL BE SAVED BUT THOSE WHO NEVER WILL BE SAVED HAVE A POTENCY FOR SALVATION AND CAN BE SAVED, I HAVE DECIDED TO DEMOLISH THIS ABSURD OPINION WITH MOST VALID ARGUMENT. NOW, LET THE UNLEARNED ANSWER THE QUESTION WHETHER A PERSON CAN AT ANY MOMENT DO THAT WHICH HE HAS NOT DONE, DOES NOT DO, NEVER WILL DO. IF THEY REPLY IN THE NEGATIVE, [THEY ADMIT THAT] THERE IS NO DOUBT OF ITS IMPOSSIBILITY, FOR THAT WHICH CANNOT BE ACCOMPLISHED AT ANY TIME IS NEVER POSSIBLE OF ACCOMPLISHMENT. AT THIS POINT I STATE THE ISSUE: LET US PRESUME THAT THERE IS A CERTAIN PERSON WHO NEVER DID GOOD IN ORDER TO MERIT SALVATION, IS NOT DOING SO, AND NEVER WILL DO SO. THEREFORE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ABOVE REPLY, IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM AT ANY MOMENT TO DO GOOD IN ORDER TO MERIT SALVATION; HENCE, THE POTENCY FOR SALVATION WAS NEVER IN HIM. NOR, IF THE POTENCY FOR SALVATION WAS NEVER IN HIM, DID THIS INDIVIDUAL EVER HAVE A FREE WILL BY WHICH HE MIGHT MERIT SALVATION. WHY, THEN, WILL GOD JUDGE HIM, AS THE DULLARDS OPINE, IF IN HIM THERE NEVER WAS THE POTENCY FOR SALVATION NOR FOR DOING GOOD IN ORDER TO MERIT SALVATION, AS WAS ADMITTED ABOVE? HENCE, BY THIS REASONING, VAIN WILL BE THE BELIEF OF THOSE WHO DECLARED THAT THOSE PERSONS WHO ARE TO BE SAVED AS WELL AS THOSE WHO NEVER ARE TO BE SAVED HAVE A POTENCY FOR SALVATION AND CAN BE SAVED, AS WAS SAID ABOVE. HOWEVER, THEY MAY SAY: INDEED, THIS PERSON COULD DO GOOD IF HE CHOSE--ALTHOUGH HE NEVER HAS DONE, DOES NOT NOW, AND NEVER WILL DO GOOD – BUT HE DOES NOT WISH TO. THIS IS THE OPINION OF DULLARDS. NOW, I RAISE THE QUESTION OF WILL IN THE SAME WAY AS ABOVE I RAISED THE QUESTION OF POTENCY. FOR INSTANCE, THERE IS A CERTAIN PERSON WHO NEVER HAD A GOOD WILL BY WHICH TO MERIT SALVATION; HE DOES NOT NOW HAVE AND NEVER WILL HAVE IT. LET THEM TELL ME WHETHER THIS PERSON CAN EVER HAVE THE GOOD WILL WHICH MERITS SALVATION. IF THEY SAY NO, BECAUSE HE NEVER HAD THIS DESIRE AND NEVER WILL HAVE IT—AS WAS SAID ABOVE IN THE MATTER OF POTENCY AND AS ALSO IS THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER—THEN, IF HE HAD NOT THE GOOD WILL WHICH WOULD MERIT SALVATION, HE INDUBITABLY HAS NOT THE POTENCY TO ACHIEVE SALVATION OR TO DO GOOD IN ORDER TO MERIT IT, SINCE WITHOUT GOOD WILL NO ONE CAN BE SAVED. THEREFORE, THERE WAS NEVER IN HIM THE CAPACITY FOR DESIRING TO DO GOOD OR FOR DOING GOOD IN ORDER TO BE SAVED. IN THE SAME WAY I RAISE THE QUESTION OF KNOWLEDGE. SUPPOSE THERE IS A CERTAIN PERSON WHO NEVER WAS WISE ENOUGH TO TELL GOOD FROM EVIL OR TRUTH FROM FALSEHOOD IN ORDER TO MERIT SALVATION, ONE WHO NEVER WAS AND NEVER WILL BE WISE ENOUGH (UNDOUBTEDLY MANY SUCH ARE TO BE ENCOUNTERED IN THIS WORLD). IF THE REPLY TO MY QUESTION IS IN THE NEGATIVE, AS IT WAS IN THE MATTER OF POTENCY AND OF WILL, THEN NEVER CAN THIS PERSON HAVE THE WISDOM TO DISTINGUISH GOOD FROM EVIL SO AS TO MERIT SALVATION. THEREFORE, HE CAN NOT BE SAVED, BECAUSE WITHOUT DISCERNMENT NO ONE CAN BE SAVED. THEREFORE, AS WAS POINTED OUT ABOVE, THIS MAN NEVER HAD WITHIN HIMSELF THE CAPACITY FOR SALVATION OR TO DESIRE OR KNOW THE GOOD IN ORDER TO MERIT SALVATION; AND BY THIS REASONING WILL BE DESTROYED THE BELIEF OF THOSE WHO SAY THAT GOD SHALL JUDGE MEN ON THEIR ABILITY (ARBITRIUM) TO DISTINGUISH GOOD FROM EVIL AND THAT IN THOSE WHO NEVER WILL BE SAVED THERE IS THE POTENCY FOR SALVATION. BUT IF THEY REPLY RASHLY, SAYING THAT INDEED THIS PERSON WAS ABLE TO DO WHAT HE DID NOT, DOES NOT NOW, AND NEVER WILL DO; AND WAS ABLE TO HAVE THIS DESIRE WHICH HE HAD NOT, HAS NOT, AND NEVER WILL HAVE; THAT HE WAS ABLE TO HAVE THIS KNOWLEDGE WHICH HE HAD NOT, HAS NOT, AND NEVER WILL HAVE, MY ANSWER IS THIS: IF THAT WERE ABSOLUTELY TRUE, WE MIGHT SAY AS WELL THAT ONE CAN MAKE A GOAT POPE OF THE CHURCH OF THE ROMANS AND DO ALL THINGS WHICH ARE IMPOSSIBLE! THAT ONE COULD WISH TO BURN IN ETERNAL FIRE, TO SUFFER ALL EVILS AND THE WORST OF MISFORTUNES, AND, INDEED, COULD HAVE PERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUE LORD GOD, KNOWLEDGE AS WHOLE AND PERFECT AS GOD HAS! THIS IS STUPID TO SAY AND ABSURD TO BELIEVE. IN TRUTH, IF THAT WHICH WAS NOT, IS NOT, AND NEVER WILL BE CAN COME TO PASS, AND IF IT WHOLLY AND DIRECTLY EXISTS IN POTENCY, IT FOLLOWS WITHOUT A DOUBT THAT THE ANGELS AND ALL THE SAINTS COULD BECOME DEMONS, DEMONS COULD BECOME GLORIOUS ANGELS; CHRIST COULD BECOME THE DEVIL, AND THE DEVIL THE GLORIOUS CHRIST; AND ALL IMPOSSIBILITIES COULD EXIST AND DO EXIST IN POTENCY! THIS IS MOST FALSE TO SAY AND MOST ABSURD TO BELIEVE. NOW THE RIGHT OF THE MATTER IS THIS: A PERSON IS ABLE TO DO WHATEVER HE HAS DONE, DOES NOW, AND WILL DO IN THE FUTURE; THIS EXISTED OR EXISTS IN HIM POTENTIALLY. THAT WHICH HE HAS NOT DONE, DOES NOT NOW DO, AND NEVER WILL DO, A PERSON CANNOT DO. IT DID NOT AND DOES NOT EXIST POTENTIALLY IN HIM IN ANY WAY, FOR WE CANNOT PROPERLY AFFIRM THAT THAT WHICH NEVER EVENTUATES IN ACT IN ANY WAY EXISTS IN POTENCY. A SECOND COMMENT:  I SAY THAT IN ALL THINGS WHICH WERE, ARE, AND SHALL BE THE FOLLOWING TWO THINGS WERE NECESSARY BEFORE THEY CAME INTO EXISTENCE: THE NECESSITY OF BEING AND THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF NOT BEING. THIS IS PARTICULARLY TRUE IN RESPECT OF HIM WHO HAS COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE FROM ETERNITY OF ALL THE PAST, THE PRESENT, AND THE FUTURE. FOR IF GOD KNOWS THAT SOMETHING WILL BE BEFORE IT EXISTS, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR IT NOT TO COME INTO EXISTENCE, BECAUSE GOD COULD NOT KNOW THAT IT WOULD COME TO PASS WERE THERE THE POSSIBILITY THAT IT WOULD NOT. FOR INSTANCE, IF BEFORE PETER DIES SOMEONE KNOWS THAT HE IS TO DIE TODAY, IT IS NECESSARY FOR HIM TO DIE TODAY, SINCE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM BOTH TO DIE AND NOT TO DIE TODAY. THEREFORE, BEFORE HIS DEATH THERE PRE-EXISTED THE NECESSITY OF DYING AND THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF NOT DYING. IN RESPECT OF HIM WHO KNEW THAT PETER WOULD DIE TODAY, THEN, IT WAS NECESSARY FOR PETER TO DIE TODAY AND IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM NOT TO DIE TODAY. HERE IS ANOTHER ARGUMENT [AGAINST FREE WILL]: GOD, AS MANY BELIEVE, MADE HIS ANGELS GOOD AND PERFECT. DID HE, OR DID HE NOT, KNOW BEFORE THEY EXISTED THAT THEY WOULD BECOME DEMONS? IF HE DID NOT KNOW IT, THEN HE IS IMPERFECT, NOT ABSOLUTELY ALL-KNOWING. IN THE MINDS OF WISE MEN THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE. THEREFORE, HE INDUBITABLY KNEW THAT THEY WOULD BECOME DEMONS BEFORE THEY DID SO, SINCE THE FIRST CAUSE IS INTELLIGENCE, KNOWING PERFECTLY THAT WHICH SHALL COME TO PASS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THAT WHICH HAS THE POSSIBILITY OF COMING TO PASS, AS ARISTOTLE PROVES IN THE THIRD BOOK OF PHYSICS, WHERE HE SAYS THAT TO THE FIRST CAUSE ALL THINGS ARE IN THE PRESENT.' THEREFORE, THE NECESSITY OF THEIR BEING DEMONS AND THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF THEIR NOT BEING DEMONS PRECEDED THE EXISTENCE OF THE ANGELS. IT WAS, THEN, UTTERLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM NOT TO BE DEMONS, AND ESPECIALLY SO IN RESPECT OF GOD, IN WHOM ALL THINGS WHICH WERE, ARE, AND SHALL BE, ARE IN THE PRESENT, AS WAS SAID PREVIOUSLY. HOW, BY WHAT AUDACITY, CAN THE IGNORANT SAY THAT THE AFORESAID ANGELS COULD REMAIN GOOD AND HOLY WITH THEIR LORD FOR ALL TIME, SINCE THAT WAS FOREVER IMPOSSIBLE IN GOD, WHO KNOWS ALL THINGS BEFORE THEY COME TO PASS, AS SUSANNA SAYS IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL, "O ETERNAL GOD, WHO KNOWEST HIDDEN THINGS, WHO KNOWEST ALL THINGS BEFORE THEY COME TO PASS"?  AND SO, IT NATURALLY FOLLOWS THAT ALL THINGS, OF NECESSITY, WERE CREATED IN THE FIRST CAUSE. THEREFORE, THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE CREATED HAVE BEING AND CAN EXIST; AND, CONVERSELY, THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT CREATED HAVE NO BEING AND CANNOT EXIST IN ANY WAY. SO, VANISHES THE OPINION OF THOSE WHO SAID THAT THE ANGELS HAD THE POWER BOTH TO SIN AND NOT TO SIN. 
[2] MORE ON THIS CONCEPT. THE CONCEPT PRESENTED ABOVE CANNOT, I MAINTAIN, BE RECONCILED WITH THE THEORIES OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE FIRST PRINCIPLE, WHO BELIEVE THAT NEW SOULS OR SPIRITS ARE DAILY BEING CREATED, AND THAT THE LORD MUST JUDGE THE GOOD AND THE WICKED, ADULTS AND CHILDREN (MAGNOS ET PARVOS), ENTIRELY ON THE BASIS OF THEIR FREE WILL OR CHOICE. LET THESE PERSONS ANSWER THIS QUESTION: ACCORDING TO THEIR BELIEF ARE ALL PEOPLES TO BE GATHERED TOGETHER BEFORE GOD? IF THIS WERE TRUE, THERE WOULD BE AN UNTOLD MULTITUDE OF CHILDREN OF ALL RACES, FOUR YEARS OF AGE OR LESS, AND AN ASTONISHING MULTITUDE OF THE DUMB, THE DEAF, AND THE SIMPLE-MINDED, NONE OF WHOM WERE EVER ABLE TO DO PENANCE, NONE OF WHOM HAD FROM GOD IN ANY MEASURE EITHER THE ABILITY OR THE KNOWLEDGE TO DO GOOD. WHY OR HOW WOULD THE LORD JESUS BE ABLE TO SAY TO THESE: "COME, YE BLESSED OF MY FATHER, POSSESS YOU THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME TO EAT," AND SO ON? SUCH A STATEMENT MOST CERTAINLY COULD NOT BE TRUE, SINCE THEY NEVER WERE IN ANY WAY ABLE TO DO SO [OF THEIR FREE WILL], NOR HAVE THEY DONE SO. BUT IF, PERCHANCE, ANYONE SHOULD SAY THAT THEY ARE TO BE DAMNED TO ETERNITY, I ANSWER THAT THIS IS WHOLLY REJECTED IN TERMS OF FREE WILL. HOW WOULD THE LORD BE ABLE TO SAY TO THESE: "DEPART FROM ME, YOU CURSED, INTO EVERLASTING FIRE. FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME NOT TO EAT," AND SO ON? FOR THEY COULD REASONABLY EXCUSE THEMSELVES ON THE VERY GROUNDS OF FREE WILL, SAYING: WE WERE NEVER ABLE IN ANY WAY TO DO THIS BECAUSE YOU NEVER BESTOWED UPON US THE CAPACITY FOR OR THE KNOWLEDGE OF HOW TO DO GOOD. AND SO FREE WILL AS IT IS CONCEIVED OF BY OUR OPPONENTS IS ENTIRELY REJECTED. CONSIDER THIS MOST EVIL CONCEPT! THERE ARE, INDEED, SOME WHO BELIEVE THAT CHILDREN WHO ARE BORN AND WHO DIE ON THE SAME DAY AND WHOSE SOULS HAVE BEEN NEWLY CREATED WILL BE TORTURED IN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT FOREVER AND EVER, AND THAT THEY CAN NEVER ESCAPE THEREFROM. INDEED, HOW UTTERLY ASTOUNDING IS THEIR BOLDNESS IN PREACHING THAT THE LORD JESUS MUST JUDGE ALL MEN IN TERMS OF FREE WILL, FOR THAT CONCEPT, AS WAS SHOWN ABOVE, IS UTTERLY UNTRUE.
PART VII. ON PERSECUTIONS 
[1] ON STRIKING' THE SHEPHERD. "FOR IT IS WRITTEN, 'I WILL STRIKE THE SHEPHERD, AND THE SHEEP OF THE FLOCK SHALL BE DISPERSED.'" "THE SHEPHERD" MEANS CHRIST; "THE DISPERSED SHEEP OF THE FLOCK" REFERS TO THE DISCIPLES. BUT THE TRUE LORD GOD DID NOT BY HIS OWN ACT ABSOLUTELY AND DIRECTLY STRIKE HIS SON JESUS CHRIST, FOR IF HE HAD COMMITTED THIS MURDER BY HIS OWN ACT EXCLUSIVELY AND ESSENTIALLY NO ONE COULD INCRIMINATE PILATE OR THE PHARISEES OR JUDAH IN ANY WAY, FOR THEY WOULD HAVE CARRIED OUT THE WILL OF GOD FULLY; ON THE CONTRARY, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN A SIN TO RESIST THE WILL OF GOD. WHENCE THE EXPLANATION IS THIS: GOD "STRUCK" HIS SON BY ENDURING HIS DEATH, FOR THEY WERE POWERLESS TO CARRY OUT THE DEED UNLESS THE LORD HIMSELF HAD PERMITTED IT. AND THIS IS WHAT CHRIST SAID TO PILATE: "THOU SHOULDST NOT HAVE ANY POWER AGAINST ME UNLESS IT WERE GIVEN THEE FROM ABOVE." "UNLESS [PERMISSION] WERE GIVEN," HE SAID—NOT "UNLESS THE POWER WERE GIVEN"—AS THOUGH HE WERE SAYING: UNLESS IT WERE ALLOWED YOU BY GOD, YOU WOULD HAVE NO POWER TO DO ME ANY HURT. FOR IT WAS THE EVIL PRINCIPLE THROUGH WHOM PILATE AND THE PHARISEES AND JUDAH AND THE OTHERS COMMITTED THIS MURDER. THE TRUE LORD GOD ENDURED THIS WICKED DEED, BEING UNABLE IN A BETTER WAY TO DELIVER HIS PEOPLE FROM THE POWER OF THE ENEMY. HE SAYS THROUGH ISAIAH: "FOR THE WICKEDNESS OF MY PEOPLE HAVE I STRUCK HIM." FOR THE DISCIPLES, TOO, HAVE BEEN DISPERSED, THAT IS, PUT APART FROM CHRIST BY THE POWER OF EVIL SPIRITS, FOR A CERTAIN PURPOSE, WHICH WAS NOT A GOOD ONE, AS IS SUBSEQUENTLY RECORDED: "THEN THE DISCIPLES ALL LEAVING HIM FLED." 
[2] ON THE PERSECUTION OF THE PROPHETS, OF CHRIST, OF THE APOSTLES, AND OF OTHERS WHO FOLLOWED THEM. AS I PONDERED WHEN READING AND REREADING THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, IT SEEMED TO ME THAT MANY TIMES IN THEM  WERE ATTESTED THE EVILS WHICH THE PROPHETS AND CHRIST AND THE APOSTLES ONCE BORE IN ALL FORGIVENESS WHILE DOING GOOD FOR THE SALVATION OF THEIR SOULS; AND AS WELL, HOW IN THE LAST DAYS THE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST MUST BEAR MANY SCANDALS, TRIBULATIONS, PERSECUTIONS, AFFLICTIONS, SORROWS, EVEN DEATH THROUGH FALSE CHRISTS AND FALSE PROPHETS, AND THROUGH EVIL MEN AND SEDUCERS; AND HOW THEY SHOULD FORGIVE THEM THAT PERSECUTE AND CALUMNIATE THEM, PRAY FOR THEM, DO GOOD UNTO THEM, LIKEWISE SEEKING NOT TO RESIST THEM. IN JUST THAT WAY NOW THE TRUE CHRISTIANS ARE SEEN TO ACT, FULFILLING THE HOLY SCRIPTURES TO THEIR OWN GOOD AND HONOR, AND INDEED THE UNGODLY AND THE SINNERS ARE SEEN TO ACT TO THEIR OWN HURT, SO AS TO FILL UP THEIR SINS ALWAYS TO THE MEASURE OF THEIR FATHERS. WHENCE PAUL SAYS IN THE SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY: "KNOW ALSO THIS, THAT IN THE LAST DAYS SHALL COME DANGEROUS TIMES. MEN SHALL BE LOVERS OF THEMSELVES, COVETOUS, HAUGHTY, PROUD, BLASPHEMERS, DISOBEDIENT TO PARENTS, UNGRATEFUL, WICKED, WITHOUT AFFECTION, WITHOUT PEACE, SLANDERERS, INCONTINENT, UNMERCIFUL, WITHOUT KINDNESS, STUBBORN, PUFFED UP, AND LOVERS OF PLEASURES MORE THAN OF GOD, HAVING AN APPEARANCE INDEED OF GODLINESS, BUT DENYING THE POWER THEREOF. NOW THESE AVOID." AND CHRIST SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW: "THERE SHALL ARISE FALSE CHRISTS AND FALSE PROPHETS, AND SHALL SHOW GREAT SIGNS AND WONDERS, INSOMUCH AS TO DECEIVE, IF POSSIBLE, EVEN THE ELECT." AND TO THE ROMANS PAUL SAYS: "AND AS THEY LIKED NOT TO HAVE GOD IN THEIR KNOWLEDGE, GOD DELIVERED THEM UP TO A REPROBATE SENSE TO DO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT CONVENIENT; BEING FILLED WITH ALL INIQUITY, MALICE, FORNICATION, AVARICE, WICKEDNESS; FULL OF ENVY, MURDER, CONTENTION, DECEIT, MALIGNITY; WHISPERERS, DETRACTORS, HATEFUL TO GOD, CONTUMELIOUS, PROUD, PLEASING TO THEMSELVES, HAUGHTY, INVENTORS OF EVIL THINGS, DISOBEDIENT TO PARENTS, FOOLISH, DISSOLUTE, WITHOUT AFFECTION, WITHOUT FIDELITY, WITHOUT MERCY." 10 AND THE BLESSED PETER SAYS IN HIS SECOND EPISTLE: "BUT THERE WERE ALSO FALSE PROPHETS AMONG THE PEOPLE, EVEN AS THERE SHALL BE AMONG YOU LYING TEACHERS, WHO SHALL BRING IN SECTS OF PERDITION AND DENY THE LORD WHO BOUGHT THEM, BRINGING UPON THEMSELVES SWIFT DESTRUCTION [1ST CORINTHIANS 6:12-20]. AND MANY SHALL FOLLOW THEIR RIOTOUSNESSES, THROUGH WHOM THE WAY OF TRUTH SHALL BE EVIL SPOKEN OF. AND THROUGH COVETOUSNESS SHALL THEY WITH FEIGNED WORDS MAKE MERCHANDISE OF YOU, WHOSE JUDGMENT NOW OF A LONG TIME LINGERETH NOT, AND THEIR PERDITION SLUMBERETH NOT."  AND PAUL SAYS TO TIMOTHY IN THE SECOND EPISTLE: "BUT EVIL MEN AND SEDUCERS SHALL GROW WORSE AND WORSE, ERRING AND DRIVING INTO ERROR."  AND IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES PAUL SAYS: "TAKE HEED TO YOURSELVES, AND TO THE WHOLE FLOCK, WHEREIN THE HOLY SPIRIT HATH PLACED YOU BISHOPS, TO RULE THE CHURCH OF GOD WHICH HE HATH PURCHASED WITH HIS OWN BLOOD. FOR I KNOW THAT AFTER MY DEPARTURE RAVENING WOLVES WILL ENTER IN AMONG YOU, NOT SPARING THE FLOCK. AND OF THEM SHALL ARISE MEN SPEAKING PERVERSE THINGS, TO DRAW AWAY DISCIPLES AFTER THEM. THEREFORE WATCH, KEEPING IN MEMORY." 
[3] ON THE PERSECUTION OF THE PROPHETS. MOREOVER, ONE FINDS MANY REFERENCES TO THE PERSECUTION OF THE PROPHETS AND OF CHRIST AND OF THE APOSTLES. FOR PAUL SAYS TO THE HEBREWS CONCERNING THE PERSECUTION OF THE PROPHETS: "AND WHAT SHALL I YET SAY? FOR THE TIME WOULD FAIL ME TO TELL OF GIDEON, BARAK, SAMSON, JEPHTHAH, DAVID, SAMUEL, AND THE PROPHETS, WHO BY FAITH CONQUERED KINGDOMS, WROUGHT JUSTICE, OBTAINED PROMISES, STOPPED THE MOUTHS OF LIONS, QUENCHED THE VIOLENCE OF FIRE, ESCAPED THE EDGE OF THE SWORD, RECOVERED STRENGTH FROM WEAKNESS, BECAME VALIANT IN BATTLE, PUT TO FLIGHT THE ARMIES OF FOREIGNERS. WOMEN RECEIVED THEIR DEAD RAISED TO LIFE AGAIN. BUT OTHERS WERE RACKED, NOT ACCEPTING DELIVERANCE, THAT THEY MIGHT FIND A BETTER RESURRECTION. AND OTHERS HAD TRIAL OF MOCKERIES AND STRIPES, MOREOVER ALSO OF BANDS AND PRISONS. THEY WERE KILLED, THEY WERE CUT ASUNDER, THEY WERE TEMPTED, THEY WERE PUT TO DEATH BY THE SWORD; THEY WANDERED ABOUT IN SHEEPSKINS, IN GOATSKINS, BEING IN WANT, DISTRESSED, AFFLICTED, OF WHOM THE WORLD WAS NOT WORTHY; WANDERING IN DESERTS, IN MOUNTAINS, AND IN DENS, AND IN CAVES OF THE EARTH. AND ALL THESE, BEING APPROVED BY THE TESTIMONY OF FAITH, RECEIVED NOT THE PROMISE, GOD PROVIDING SOME BETTER THING FOR US, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE PERFECTED WITHOUT US."" AND CHRIST SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED MATTHEW: "FOR SO THEY PERSECUTED THE PROPHETS THAT WERE BEFORE YOU."  AND IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, THE BLESSED STEPHEN SAYS: "YOU STIFFNECKED AND NONCIRCUMCISED IN HEART AND EARS, YOU ALWAYS RESIST THE HOLY SPIRIT. AS YOUR FATHERS DID, SO DO YOU ALSO. WHICH OF THE PROPHETS HAVE NOT YOUR FATHERS PERSECUTED? AND THEY HAVE SLAIN THEM WHO FORETOLD OF THE COMING OF THIS JUST CHRIST, OF WHOM YOU HAVE BEEN NOW THE BETRAYERS AND MURDERERS WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE LAW BY THE DISPOSITION OF ANGELS AND HAVE NOT KEPT IT." AND IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, CHRIST SAYS: "WOE TO YOU, SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, HYPOCRITES! THAT BUILD THE SEPULCHERS OF THE PROPHETS AND ADORN THE MONUMENTS OF THE JUST, AND SAY, 'IF WE HAD BEEN IN THE DAYS OF OUR FATHERS, WE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN PARTAKERS WITH THEM IN THE BLOOD OF THE PROPHETS.' WHEREFORE YOU ARE WITNESSES AGAINST YOURSELVES, THAT YOU ARE THE SONS OF THEM THAT KILLED THE PROPHETS. FILL YE UP, THEN, THE MEASURE OF YOUR FATHERS. YOU SERPENTS, GENERATION OF VIPERS, HOW WILL YOU FLEE FROM THE JUDGMENT OF HELL? THEREFORE BEHOLD, I SEND TO YOU PROPHETS AND WISE MEN AND SCRIBES, AND SOME OF THEM YOU WILL PUT TO DEATH AND CRUCIFY, AND SOME YOU WILL SCOURGE IN YOUR SYNAGOGUES AND PERSECUTE FROM CITY TO CITY, THAT UPON YOU MAY COME ALL THE JUST BLOOD THAT HAS BEEN SHED UPON THE EARTH, FROM THE BLOOD OF ABEL THE JUST EVEN UNTO THE BLOOD OF ZECHARIAH THE SON OF BERECHIAH, WHOM YOU KILLED BETWEEN THE TEMPLE AND THE ALTAR. AMEN, I SAY TO YOU, ALL THESE THINGS SHALL COME UPON THIS GENERATION. JERUSALEM, JERUSALEM, THOU THAT KILLEST THE PROPHETS AND STONEST THEM THAT ARE SENT UNTO THEE! HOW OFTEN WOULD I HAVE GATHERED TOGETHER THY CHILDREN AS THE HEN CLOTH GATHER HER CHICKENS UNDER HER WINGS, AND THOU WOULDST NOT! BEHOLD, YOUR HOUSE SHALL BE LEFT TO YOU DESOLATE. FOR I SAY TO YOU, YOU SHALL NOT SEE ME FURTHER, TILL YOU SAY, 'BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD.'"  AND THE BLESSED JAMES SAYS IN THE EPISTLE: "TAKE, MY BRETHREN, FOR AN EXAMPLE OF SUFFERING EVIL, OF LABOR AND PATIENCE, OF FORBEARANCE, THE PROPHETS, WHO SPOKE IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD. BEHOLD, WE ACCOUNT THEM BLESSED WHO HAVE ENDURED. YOU HAVE HEARD OF THE PATIENCE OF JOB, AND YOU HAVE SEEN THE END OF THE LORD, THAT THE LORD IS MERCIFUL AND COMPASSIONATE." 
[4] ON THE PASSION AND PERSECUTION OF CHRIST. MOREOVER, THE TRIBULATION AND PERSECUTION AND PASSION AND DEATH OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, OCCURRING AFTER THE TRIBULATION OF THE PROPHETS OF WHICH WE SPOKE ABOVE, IS MANIFESTLY DISPLAYED IN HOLY SCRIPTURES. FOR IT IS FOUND IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED MATTHEW THAT WHEN CHRIST WAS A CHILD IT WAS ANNOUNCED TO JOSEPH BY AN ANGEL: 'ARISE, AND TAKE THE CHILD AND HIS MOTHER, AND FLY INTO EGYPT, AND BE THERE UNTIL I SHALL TELL THEE. FOR IT WILL COME TO PASS THAT HEROD WILL SEEK THE CHILD TO DESTROY HIM.' WHO AROSE, AND TOOK THE CHILD AND HIS MOTHER AND RETIRED INTO EGYPT, AND HE WAS THERE UNTIL THE DEATH OF HEROD." AND IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED LUKE IT IS WRITTEN OF CHRIST: "AND JOSEPH AND HIS MOTHER WERE WONDERING AT THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE SPOKEN CONCERNING HIM. AND SIMEON BLESSED THEM AND SAID TO MARY HIS MOTHER, 'BEHOLD, THIS CHILD IS SET FOR THE FALL AND FOR THE RESURRECTION OF MANY IN ISRAEL, AND FOR A SIGN WHICH SHALL BE CONTRADICTED, AND THY OWN SOUL A SWORD SHALL PIERCE, THAT OUT OF MANY HEARTS THOUGHTS MAY BE REVEALED.'" AND IT IS WRITTEN IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED MATTHEW: "AND JESUS, GOING UP TO JERUSALEM, TOOK THE TWELVE DISCIPLES APART AND SAID TO THEM, 'BEHOLD, WE GO UP TO JERUSALEM, AND THE SON OF MAN SHALL BE BETRAYED TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES, AND THEY SHALL CONDEMN HIM TO DEATH. AND SHALL DELIVER HIM TO THE GENTILES TO BE MOCKED, AND SCOURGED, AND CRUCIFIED, AND THE THIRD DAY HE SHALL RISE AGAIN"; AND AGAIN, "YOU KNOW THAT AFTER TWO DAYS SHALL BE THE PASCH, AND THE SON OF MAN SHALL BE DELIVERED UP TO BE CRUCIFIED." AND IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, CHRIST SAYS: "AMEN, AMEN, I SAY UNTO YOU, BEFORE ABRAHAM WAS MADE, I AM.' THEY TOOK UP STONES THEREFORE TO CAST AT HIM; BUT JESUS HID HIMSELF, AND WENT OUT OF THE TEMPLE"; AND AGAIN, "THE CHIEF PRIESTS, THEREFORE, AND THE PHARISEES GATHERED A COUNCIL AND SAID, 'WHAT SHALL WE DO, FOR THIS MAN DOTH MANY MIRACLES? IF WE LET HIM ALONE SO, ALL WILL BELIEVE IN HIM, AND THE ROMANS WILL COME AND TAKE AWAY OUR PLACE AND NATION.' BUT ONE OF THEM, NAMED CAIAPHAS, BEING THE HIGH PRIEST THAT YEAR, SAID TO THEM, 'YOU KNOW NOTHING; NEITHER DO YOU CONSIDER THAT IT IS EXPEDIENT FOR YOU THAT ONE MAN SHOULD DIE FOR THE PEOPLE, AND THAT THE WHOLE NATION, PERISH NOT.' AND THIS HE SPOKE NOT OF HIMSELF, BUT, BEING THE HIGH PRIEST OF THAT YEAR, HE PROPHESIED THAT JESUS SHOULD DIE FOR THE NATION, AND NOT ONLY FOR THE NATION, BUT TO GATHER TOGETHER IN ONE THE CHILDREN OF GOD THAT WERE DISPERSED. FROM THAT DAY THEREFORE, THEY DEVISED TO PUT HIM TO DEATH"; AND AGAIN, "THE WORLD CANNOT HATE YOU, BUT ME IT HATETH BECAUSE I GIVE TESTIMONY OF IT THAT THE WORKS THEREOF ARE EVIL." AND AGAIN, "THESE THINGS I COMMAND YOU, THAT YOU LOVE ONE ANOTHER. IF THE WORLD, HATE YOU, KNOW YE THAT IT HATH HATED ME BEFORE YOU. IF YOU HAD BEEN OF THE WORLD, THE WORLD WOULD LOVE ITS OWN; BUT BECAUSE YOU ARE NOT OF THE WORLD, BUT I HAVE CHOSEN YOU OUT OF THE WORLD, THEREFORE THE WORLD HATETH YOU. REMEMBER MY WORD THAT I SAID TO YOU, 'THE SERVANT IS NOT GREATER THAN HIS MASTER.' IF THEY HAVE PERSECUTED ME, THEY WILL ALSO PERSECUTE YOU; IF THEY HAVE KEPT MY WORD, THEY WILL KEEP YOURS ALSO. BUT ALL THESE THINGS THEY WILL DO TO YOU FOR MY NAME'S SAKE, BECAUSE THEY KNOW NOT HIM THAT SENT ME."" AND THE BLESSED JOHN SAYS IN THE APOCALYPSE: "AND THE DRAGON STOOD BEFORE THE WOMAN WHO WAS READY TO BE DELIVERED, THAT WHEN SHE SHOULD BE DELIVERED, HE MIGHT DEVOUR HER SON." AND THE BLESSED JAMES SAYS: "YOU HAVE FEASTED UPON EARTH, AND IN RIOTOUSNESS YOU HAVE NOURISHED YOUR HEARTS IN THE DAY OF SLAUGHTER. YOU HAVE CONDEMNED AND PUT TO DEATH THE JUST ONE AND HE RESISTED YOU NOT." AND IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, THE BLESSED PETER SAYS: "YE MEN OF ISRAEL, HEAR THESE WORDS: JESUS OF NAZARETH, APPROVED OF GOD AMONG YOU BY MIRACLES AND WONDERS AND SIGNS WHICH GOD DID BY HIM, IN THE MIDST OF YOU, AS YOU ALSO KNOW; THIS SAME BEING DELIVERED UP, BY THE DETERMINATE COUNSEL AND FOREKNOWLEDGE OF GOD, YOU, BY THE HANDS OF WICKED MEN, HAVE CRUCIFIED AND SLAIN. WHOM GOD HATH RAISED UP, HAVING LOOSED THE SORROWS OF HELL, AS IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE THAT HE SHOULD BE HOLDEN BY IT."  AND AGAIN, "THEREFORE LET ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL KNOW MOST CERTAINLY THAT GOD HATH MADE BOTH LORD AND CHRIST, THIS SAME JESUS, WHOM YOU HAVE CRUCIFIED."  AND AGAIN: "YE MEN OF ISRAEL, WHY WONDER AT THIS, OR WHY LOOK YOU UPON US, AS IF BY OUR STRENGTH OR POWER WE HAD MADE THIS MAN TO WALK? THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND THE GOD OF ISAAC AND THE GOD OF JACOB, THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS, HATH GLORIFIED HIS SON JESUS, WHOM YOU INDEED DELIVERED UP AND DENIED BEFORE THE FACE OF PILATE, WHEN HE JUDGED HE SHOULD BE RELEASED. BUT YOU DENIED THE HOLY ONE AND THE JUST, AND DESIRED A MURDERER TO BE GRANTED UNTO YOU. BUT THE AUTHOR OF LIFE YOU KILLED, WHOM GOD HATH RAISED FROM THE DEAD, OF WHICH WE ARE WITNESSES. AND IN THE FAITH OF HIS NAME, THIS MAN, WHOM YOU HAVE SEEN AND KNOWN, HATH HIS NAME STRENGTHENED; AND THE FAITH WHICH IS BY HIM, HATH GIVEN SOUNDNESS IN THE SIGHT OF YOU ALL. AND NOW, BRETHREN, I KNOW THAT YOU DID IT THROUGH IGNORANCE, AS DID ALSO YOUR RULERS. BUT THOSE THINGS WHICH GOD BEFORE HAD SHOWED BY THE MOUTH OF ALL THE PROPHETS, THAT HIS CHRIST SHOULD SUFFER, HE HATH SO FULFILLED. BE PENITENT, THEREFORE, AND BE CONVERTED, THAT YOUR SINS MAY BE BLOTTED OUT, THAT WHEN THE TIMES OF REFRESHMENT SHALL COME FROM THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF THE LORD, AND HE SHALL SEND HIM WHO HATH BEEN PREACHED UNTO YOU, JESUS CHRIST, WHOM HEAVEN INDEED MUST RECEIVE UNTIL THE TIMES OF THE RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS, WHICH GOD HATH SPOKEN BY THE MOUTH OF HIS HOLY PROPHETS FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD."  AND AGAIN, THE APOSTLES WITH ONE ACCORD SAID: "LORD, THOU THAT DIDST MAKE HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE SEA, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE IN THEM, WHO, BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, BY THE MOUTH OF OUR FATHER DAVID, THY SERVANT, HAST SAID, 'WHY DID THE GENTILES RAGE, AND THE PEOPLE MEDITATE VAIN THINGS? THE KINGS OF THE EARTH STOOD UP, AND THE PRINCES ASSEMBLED TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND HIS CHRIST. FOR OF A TRUTH THERE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER IN THIS CITY AGAINST THY HOLY CHILD JESUS, WHOM THOU HAST ANOINTED, HEROD AND PONTIUS PILATE, WITH THE GENTILES AND THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, TO DO WHAT THY HAND AND THY COUNSEL DECREED TO BE DONE."  AND AGAIN, "BUT PETER AND THE APOSTLES ANSWERING, SAID, 'WE OUGHT TO OBEY GOD, RATHER THAN MEN. THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS HATH RAISED UP JESUS, WHOM YOU PUT TO DEATH, HANGING HIM UPON A TREE. HIM HATH GOD EXALTED WITH HIS RIGHT HAND, TO BE PRINCE AND SAVIOR, TO GIVE REPENTANCE TO ISRAEL, AND REMISSION OF SINS. AND WE ARE WITNESSES OF THESE THINGS, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHOM GOD HATH GIVEN TO ALL THAT OBEY HIM.' WHEN THEY HAD HEARD THESE THINGS, THEY WERE CUT TO THE HEART AND THEY THOUGHT TO PUT THEM TO DEATH." AND AGAIN, "GOD SENT THE WORD TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, PREACHING PEACE BY JESUS CHRIST (HE IS LORD OF ALL). YOU KNOW THE WORD WHICH HATH BEEN PUBLISHED THROUGH ALL JUDEA, FOR IT BEGAN FROM GALILEE AFTER THE BAPTISM WHICH JOHN PREACHED: JESUS OF NAZARETH, HOW GOD ANOINTED HIM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WITH POWER, WHO WENT ABOUT DOING GOOD AND HEALING ALL THAT WERE OPPRESSED BY THE DEVIL, FOR GOD WAS WITH HIM. AND WE ARE WITNESSES OF ALL THINGS THAT HE DID IN THE LAND OF THE JEWS AND IN JERUSALEM, WHOM THE JEWS REJECTED AND KILLED, HANGING HIM UPON A TREE. HIM GOD RAISED UP THE THIRD DAY, AND GAVE HIM TO BE MADE MANIFEST; NOT TO ALL THE PEOPLE BUT TO WITNESSES PREORDAINED BY GOD, EVEN TO US, WHO DID EAT AND DRINK WITH HIM AFTER HE AROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD. AND HE COMMANDED US TO PREACH TO THE PEOPLE, AND TO TESTIFY THAT IT IS HE WHO WAS APPOINTED BY GOD TO BE JUDGE OF THE LIVING AND THE DEAD.  TO HIM ALL THE PROPHETS GIVE TESTIMONY THAT BY HIS NAME ALL RECEIVE REMISSION OF SINS WHO BELIEVE IN HIM."  AND AGAIN, "MEN, BRETHREN, CHILDREN OF THE STOCK OF ABRAHAM, AND WHOSOEVER AMONG YOU FEAR GOD, TO YOU THE WORD OF THIS SALVATION IS SENT. FOR THEY THAT INHABIT JERUSALEM, AND THE RULERS THEREOF, NOT KNOWING HIM NOR THE VOICES OF THE PROPHETS WHICH ARE READ EVERY SABBATH, JUDGING HIM HAVE FULFILLED THEM; AND FINDING NO CAUSE OF DEATH IN HIM, THEY DESIRED OF PILATE THAT THEY MIGHT KILL HIM. AND WHEN THEY HAD FULFILLED ALL THINGS THAT WERE WRITTEN OF HIM, TAKING HIM DOWN FROM THE TREE, THEY LAID HIM IN A SEPULCHER. BUT GOD RAISED HIM UP FROM THE DEAD THE THIRD DAY."34 AND THE BLESSED PETER SAYS IN THE FIRST EPISTLE: "CHRIST, THEREFORE, HAVING SUFFERED IN THE FLESH, BE YOU ALSO ARMED WITH THE SAME THOUGHT, FOR HE THAT HATH SUFFERED IN THE FLESH HATH CEASED FROM SINS, THAT NOW HE MAY LIVE THE REST OF HIS TIME IN THE FLESH, NOT AFTER THE DESIRES OF MEN BUT ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD." AND THE BLESSED MARK SAYS IN THE GOSPEL: "AND HE TAKETH PETER AND JAMES AND JOHN WITH HIM, AND HE BEGAN TO FEAR AND BE SORROWFUL AND BE HEAVY. AND HE SAITH TO THEM, `MY SOUL IS SORROWFUL EVEN UNTO DEATH; STAY YOU HERE AND WATCH."'" AND AGAIN: "AND WHEN THE SIXTH HOUR WAS COME, THERE WAS DARKNESS OVER THE WHOLE EARTH UNTIL THE NINTH HOUR. AND AT THE NINTH HOUR JESUS CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING, ‘ELOI, ELOI, LAMA SABACTHANI?’ WHICH IS, BEING INTERPRETED, MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HALT THOU FORSAKEN ME?"  AND AGAIN, "AND JESUS, HAVING CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, GAVE UP THE GHOST."  AND THE BLESSED MATTHEW SAYS: "THEN THEY CRUCIFIED WITH HIM TWO THIEVES, ONE ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ONE ON THE LEFT"; AND AGAIN, "AND JESUS, AGAIN CRYING WITH A LOUD VOICE, YIELDED UP THE GHOST."  AND THE BLESSED LUKE SAYS: "AND JESUS, CRYING WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAID, `FATHER, INTO THY HANDS I COMMEND MY SPIRIT.' AND SAYING THIS, HE GAVE UP THE GHOST." 
[5] ON THE TRIBULATION OF THE SAINTS. THE SUBJECT OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST'S TRIBULATION AND PASSION HAS BEEN QUITE CLEARLY ATTESTED, AS WAS SHOWN MOST ABUNDANTLY IN THE FOREGOING. NOW WE MUST SPEAK OF THE TRIBULATION AND PERSECUTION AND DEATH WHICH THE APOSTLES AND THEIR HEIRS HAD TO SUFFER IN TIME TO COME, DOING GOOD AND FORGIVING, AND HOW THEY MUST ALSO ENDURE IN THEIR OWN TIME. IN JUST THAT WAY TRUE CHRISTIANS NOW ARE SEEN TO ACT, THOSE CALLED HERETICS NOW, AS THEY WERE IN THE TIME OF PAUL, AS HE HIMSELF SAYS IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES: "BUT THIS I CONFESS TO THEE, THAT ACCORDING TO THE WAY WHICH THEY CALL A HERESY, SO DO I SERVE GOD MY FATHER"; AND AGAIN, "FOR AS CONCERNING THIS SECT, YOU KNOW THAT IT IS EVERYWHERE CONTRADICTED."  WHENCE OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST WHEN DESCRIBING THE FORTHCOMING PERSECUTION TO HIS DISCIPLES SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED MATTHEW: "BLESSED ARE THEY THAT SUFFER PERSECUTION FOR JUSTICE'S SAKE, FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. BLESSED ARE YE WHEN THEY SHALL REVILE YOU AND PERSECUTE YOU AND SPEAK ALL THAT IS EVIL AGAINST YOU UNTRULY FOR MY SAKE; BE GLAD IN THAT DAY AND REJOICE, FOR YOUR REWARD IS VERY GREAT IN HEAVEN, FOR SO THEY PERSECUTED THE PROPHETS THAT WERE BEFORE YOU."  AND AGAIN: "BEHOLD, I SEND YOU AS SHEEP IN THE MIDST OF WOLVES. BE YE, THEREFORE, WISE AS SERPENTS AND SIMPLE AS DOVES. BUT BEWARE OF MEN; FOR THEY WILL DELIVER YOU UP IN COUNCILS, AND THEY WILL SCOURGE YOU IN THEIR SYNAGOGUES, AND YOU SHALL BE BROUGHT BEFORE GOVERNORS AND BEFORE KINGS FOR MY SAKE, FOR A TESTIMONY TO THEM AND TO THE GENTILES. BUT WHEN THEY SHALL DELIVER YOU UP, TAKE NO THOUGHT HOW OR WHAT TO SPEAK, FOR IT SHALL BE GIVEN YOU IN THAT HOUR WHAT TO SPEAK. FOR IT IS NOT YOU THAT SPEAK, BUT THE SPIRIT OF YOUR FATHER THAT SPEAKETH IN YOU. THE BROTHER ALSO SHALL DELIVER UP THE BROTHER TO DEATH, AND THE FATHER THE SON, AND THE CHILDREN SHALL RISE UP AGAINST THEIR PARENTS AND SHALL PUT THEM TO DEATH; AND YOU SHALL BE HATED BY ALL MEN FOR MY NAME'S SAKE. BUT HE THAT SHALL PERSEVERE UNTO THE END, HE SHALL BE SAVED. AND WHEN THEY SHALL PERSECUTE YOU IN THIS CITY, FLEE INTO ANOTHER. AMEN, I SAY TO YOU, YOU SHALL NOT FINISH ALL THE CITIES OF ISRAEL TILL THE SON OF MAN COME. THE DISCIPLE IS NOT ABOVE HIS MASTER, NOR THE SERVANT ABOVE HIS LORD; IT IS ENOUGH FOR THE DISCIPLE THAT HE BE AS HIS MASTER, AND THE SERVANT AS HIS LORD. IF THEY HAVE CALLED THE GOODMAN OF THE HOUSE BEELZEBUB, HOW MUCH MORE THEM OF HIS HOUSEHOLD?" AND IN THE GOSPEL, CHRIST SAYS: "AMEN, AMEN, I SAY TO YOU, THAT YOU SHALL LAMENT AND WEEP, BUT THE WORLD SHALL REJOICE; AND YOU SHALL BE MADE SORROWFUL, BUT YOUR SORROW SHALL BE TURNED INTO JOY. A WOMAN, WHEN SHE IS IN LABOR, HATH SORROW, BECAUSE HER HOUR IS COME; BUT WHEN SHE HATH BROUGHT FORTH THE CHILD, SHE REMEMBERETH NO MORE THE ANGUISH, FOR JOY THAT A MAN IS BORN INTO THE WORLD. SO ALSO, YOU NOW INDEED HAVE SORROW, BUT I WILL SEE YOU AGAIN AND YOUR HEART SHALL REJOICE; AND YOUR JOY NO MAN SHALL TAKE FROM YOU."  AND IN THE GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED MATTHEW CHRIST SAYS: "TAKE HEED THAT NO MAN, SEDUCE YOU. FOR MANY WILL COME IN MY NAME SAYING, 'I AM CHRIST,' AND THEY WILL SEDUCE MANY. AND YOU SHALL HEAR OF WARS AND RUMORS OF WARS; SEE THAT YE BE NOT TROUBLED; FOR THESE THINGS MUST COME TO PASS, BUT THE END IS NOT YET. FOR NATION SHALL RISE AGAINST NATION, AND KINGDOM AGAINST KINGDOM, AND THERE SHALL BE PESTILENCES AND FAMINES AND EARTHQUAKES IN PLACES; NOW ALL THESE ARE THE BEGINNINGS OF SORROWS. THEN SHALL THEY DELIVER YOU UP TO BE AFFLICTED, AND YOU SHALL BE HATED BY ALL NATIONS FOR MY NAME'S SAKE. AND THEN SHALL MANY BE SCANDALIZED, AND SHALL BETRAY ONE ANOTHER, AND SHALL HATE ONE ANOTHER. AND MANY FALSE PROPHETS SHALL RISE AND SHALL SEDUCE MANY. AND BECAUSE INIQUITY HATH ABOUNDED, THE CHARITY OF MANY SHALL GROW COLD. BUT HE THAT SHALL PERSEVERE TO THE END, HE SHALL BE SAVED."  AND IN THE APOCALYPSE, IT IS SAID: "BEHOLD, THE DEVIL WILL CAST YOU INTO PRISON, THAT YOU MAY BE TRIED, AND YOU SHALL HAVE TRIBULATION TEN DAYS. BE THOU FAITHFUL UNTIL DEATH, AND I WILL GIVE THEE THE CROWN OF LIFE?" 48 AND IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, CHRIST SAYS TO HIS DISCIPLES: "THESE THINGS I COMMAND YOU, THAT YOU LOVE ONE ANOTHER. IF THE WORLD, HATE YOU, KNOW YE THAT IT HATH HATED ME BEFORE YOU. IF YOU HAD BEEN OF THE WORLD, THE WORLD WOULD LOVE ITS OWN; BUT BECAUSE YOU ARE NOT OF THE WORLD, BUT I HAVE CHOSEN YOU OUT OF THE WORLD, THEREFORE THE WORLD HATETH YOU. REMEMBER MY WORD THAT I SAID TO YOU, 'THE SERVANT IS NOT GREATER THAN HIS MASTER.' IF THEY HAVE PERSECUTED ME, THEY WILL ALSO PERSECUTE YOU; IF THEY HAVE KEPT MY WORD, THEY WILL KEEP YOURS ALSO. BUT ALL THESE THINGS THEY WILL DO TO YOU FOR MY NAME'S SAKE, BECAUSE THEY KNOW NOT HIM THAT SENT ME."   
[6] HOW THE SAINTS HAVE SUFFERED. IT IS MADE QUITE CLEAR IN HOLY SCRIPTURES, AS WE POINTED OUT IN THE PRECEDING, HOW OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST SHOWED THROUGH HIS WORDS THAT IN HIS NAME HIS DISCIPLES WOULD BEAR TRIBULATIONS AND PERSECUTIONS AND EVEN DEATH IN DAYS TO COME. BUT NOW WE MUST DESCRIBE HOW THEY IN THEIR TIME BORE MANY EVILS AND TRIBULATIONS AND PERSECUTIONS AND EVEN DEATH IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, JUST AS HE HIMSELF FORETOLD TO THEM IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. FOR HE SAYS IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN: "AND NOW I COME TO THEE; AND THESE THINGS I SPEAK IN THE WORLD, THAT THEY MAY HAVE MY JOY FILLED IN THEMSELVES. I HAVE GIVEN THEM THY WORD; AND THE WORLD HATH HATED THEM BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT OF THE WORLD, AS I ALSO AM NOT OF THE WORLD. I PRAY NOT THAT THOU SHOULDST TAKE THEM OUT OF THE WORLD, BUT THAT THOU SHOULDST KEEP THEM FROM EVIL. THEY ARE NOT OF THE WORLD, AS I ALSO AM NOT OF THE WORLD."  AND THE BLESSED JOHN IN THE FIRST EPISTLE SAYS: "WONDER NOT, BRETHREN, IF THE WORLD HATE YOU. WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE PASSED FROM DEATH TO LIFE, BECAUSE WE LOVE THE BRETHREN." AND THE BLESSED PETER IN THE FIRST EPISTLE SAYS: "DEARLY BELOVED, THINK NOT STRANGE THE BURNING HEAT WHICH IS TO TRY YOU, AS IF SOME NEW THING HAPPENED TO YOU. BUT IF YOU PARTAKE OF THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST, REJOICE THAT WHEN HIS GLORY SHALL BE REVEALED YOU MAY ALSO BE GLAD WITH EXCEEDING JOY. IF YOU BE REPROACHED FOR THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST, YOU SHALL BE BLESSED, FOR THAT WHICH IS OF THE HONOR, GLORY, AND POWER OF GOD, AND THAT WHICH IS HIS SPIRIT SHALL REST UPON YOU. BUT LET NONE OF YOU SUFFER AS A MURDERER, OR A THIEF, OR A RAILER, OR A COVETER OF OTHER MEN'S THINGS; BUT IF AS A CHRISTIAN, LET HIM NOT BE ASHAMED, BUT LET HIM GLORIFY GOD IN THAT NAME. FOR THE TIME IS THAT JUDGMENT SHOULD BEGIN AT THE HOUSE OF GOD. AND IF FIRST AT US, WHAT SHALL BE THE END OF THEM THAT DID NOT BELIEVE THE GOSPEL OF GOD? AND IF THE JUST MAN SHALL SCARCELY BE SAVED, WHERE SHALL THE UN GODLY AND THE SINNER APPEAR? WHEREFORE LET THEM ALSO THAT SUFFER AC CORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD COMMEND THEIR SOULS IN GOOD DEEDS TO THE FAITHFUL CREATOR." AND PAUL IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES SAYS OF HIMSELF, "AND I, INDEED, DID FORMERLY THINK THAT I OUGHT TO DO MANY THINGS CONTRARY TO THE NAME OF JESUS OF NAZARETH. WHICH ALSO I DID AT JERUSALEM, AND MANY OF THE SAINTS DID I SHUT UP IN PRISON, HAVING RECEIVE' AUTHORITY OF THE CHIEF PRIESTS, AND WHEN THEY WERE PUT TO DEATH, I BROUGHT THE SENTENCE. AND OFTENTIMES PUNISHING THEM, IN EVERY SYNAGOGUE, COMPELLED THEM TO BLASPHEME, AND BEING YET MORE MAD AGAINST THEM, PERSECUTED THEM EVEN UNTO FOREIGN CITIES." AND THE BLESSED PETER I THE FIRST EPISTLE SAYS: "FOR THIS IS THANKWORTHY, IF FOR CONSCIENCE TOWARD GOD, A MAN ENDURE SORROW, SUFFERING WRONGFULLY. FOR WHAT GLORY IS IT IF COMMITTING SIN AND BEING BUFFETED FOR IT, YOU ENDURE? BUT IF DOING WELL YOU SUFFER PATIENTLY, THIS IS THANKWORTHY BEFORE GOD, FOR UNTO THIS ARE YOU CALLED BECAUSE CHRIST ALSO SUFFERED FOR US, LEAVING YOU AN EXAMPLE THAT YOU SHOULD FOLLOW HIS STEPS. WHO DID NO SIN, NEITHER WAS GUILE FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; WHO, WHEN HE WAS REVILED, DID NOT REVILE; WHEN HE SUFFERED, HE THREATENED NOT, BUT DELIVERED HIMSELF TO HIM THAT JUDGED HIM UNJUSTLY. WHO HIS OWN SELF BORE OUR SINS IN HIS BODY UPON THE TREE, THAT WE, BEING DEAD TO SINS, SHOULD LIVE TO JUSTICE; BY WHOSE STRIPES YOU WERE HEALED. FOR YOU WERE AS SHEEP GOING SOMETIMES ASTRAY, BUT YOU ARE NOW CONVERTED TO THE SHEPHERD AND BISHOP OF YOUR SOULS."  AND IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IT IS WRITTEN: "AND AT THAT TIME THERE WAS RAISED A GREAT PERSECUTION AGAINST THE CHURCH WHICH WAS AT JERUSALEM, AND THEY WERE ALL DISPERSED THROUGH THE COUNTRIES OF JUDAEA AND SAMARIA, EXCEPT THE APOSTLES."  AND PAUL SAYS TO THE ROMANS: "WHO THEN SHALL SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF CHRIST? SHALL TRIBULATION, OR DISTRESS, OR FAMINE, OR NAKEDNESS, OR DANGER, OR PERSECUTION, OR THE SWORD? AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'FOR THY SAKE WE ARE PUT TO DEATH ALL THE DAY LONG; WE ARE ACCOUNTED AS SHEEP FOR THE SLAUGHTER.' BUT IN ALL THESE THINGS WE OVERCOME BECAUSE OF HIM THAT HATH LOVED US. FOR I AM SURE THAT NEITHER DEATH, NOR LIFE, NOR ANGELS, NOR PRINCIPALITIES, NOR POWERS, NOR VIRTUES, NOR THINGS PRESENT, NOR THINGS TO COME, NOR MIGHT, NOR HEIGHT, NOR DEPTH, NOR ANY OTHER CREATURE SHALL BE ABLE TO SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD, WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD."  AND THE BLESSED PETER IN THE FIRST EPISTLE SAYS: "IF NOW YOU MUST BE FOR A LITTLE TIME MADE SORROWFUL IN DIVER’S TEMPTATIONS, THAT THE TRIAL OF YOUR FAITH, MUCH MORE PRECIOUS THAN GOLD WHICH IS TRIED BY THE FIRE, MAY BE FOUND UNTO PRAISE AND GLORY AND HONOR AT THE APPEARING OF JESUS CHRIST."  AND PAUL IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES SAYS: "MEN, BRETHREN, I HAVE CONVERSED WITH ALL GOOD KNOWLEDGE BEFORE GOD UNTIL THIS PRESENT DAY.' AND THE HIGH PRIEST ANANIAS COMMANDED THEM THAT STOOD BY HIM TO STRIKE HIM ON THE MOUTH."  AND AGAIN, PAUL HIMSELF SAYS TO THE CORINTHIANS IN THE FIRST EPISTLE: "EVEN UNTO THIS HOUR WE BOTH HUNGER AND THIRST AND ARE NAKED AND ARE BUFFETED AND HAVE NO FIXED ABODE; AND WE LABOR, WORKING WITH OUR OWN HANDS. WE ARE REVILED AND WE BLESS; WE ARE PERSECUTED AND WE SUFFER IT. WE ARE BLASPHEMED AND WE ENTREAT; WE ARE MADE AS THE REFUSE OF THIS WORLD, THE OFFSCOURING OF ALL EVEN UNTIL NOW. I WRITE NOT THESE THINGS TO CONFOUND YOU, BUT I ADMONISH YOU AS MY DEAREST CHILDREN." AND BLESSED PETER IN THE FIRST EPISTLE SAYS: "AND WHO IS HE THAT CAN HURT YOU, IF YOU BE ZEALOUS OF GOOD? BUT IF ALSO YOU SUFFER ANYTHING FOR JUSTICE' SAKE, BLESSED ARE YE. AND BE NOT AFRAID OF THEIR FEAR, SO THAT YOU BE NOT TROUBLED."  AND PAUL IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS SAYS OF HIMSELF: "FOR I AM THE LEAST OF THE APOSTLES, WHO AM NOT WORTHY TO BE CALLED AN APOSTLE, BECAUSE I PERSECUTED THE CHURCH OF GOD."  AND PAUL IN THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS: "IN ALL THINGS WE SUFFER TRIBULATION, BUT ARE NOT DISTRESSED; WE ARE STRAITENED, BUT ARE NOT DESTITUTE; WE SUFFER PERSECUTION, BUT ARE NOT FORSAKEN; WE ARE CAST DOWN, BUT WE PERISH NOT. ALWAYS BEARING ABOUT IN OUR BODY THE MORTIFICATION OF JESUS, THAT THE LIFE ALSO OF JESUS MAY BE MADE MANIFEST IN OUR BODIES. FOR WE WHO LIVE ARE ALWAYS DELIVERED UNTO DEATH FOR JESUS' SAKE; THAT THE LIFE ALSO OF JESUS MAY BE MADE MANIFEST IN OUR MORTAL FLESH."" AND TO THE EPHESIANS, THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS: "FINALLY, BRETHREN, BE STRENGTHENED IN THE LORD AND IN THE MIGHT OF HIS POWER. PUT YOU ON THE ARMOR OF GOD, THAT YOU MAY BE ABLE TO STAND AGAINST THE DECEITS OF THE DEVIL. FOR OUR WRESTLING IS NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD, BUT AGAINST THE PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS, AGAINST THE RULERS OF THE WORLD OF THIS DARKNESS, AGAINST THE SPIRITS OF WICKEDNESS IN THE HIGH PLACES. THEREFORE, TAKE UNTO YOU THE ARMOR OF GOD, THAT YOU MAY BE ABLE TO RESIST IN THE EVIL DAY, AND TO STAND IN ALL THINGS PERFECT. STAND, THEREFORE, HAVING YOUR LOINS GIRT ABOUT WITH TRUTH, AND HAVING ON THE BREASTPLATE OF JUSTICE, AND YOUR FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE; IN ALL THINGS TAKING THE SHIELD OF FAITH, WHEREWITH YOU MAY BE ABLE TO EXTINGUISH ALL THE FIERY DARTS OF THE MOST WICKED ONE. AND TAKE UNTO YOU THE HELMET OF SALVATION, AND THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH IS THE WORD OF GOD. BY ALL PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION PRAYING AT ALL TIMES IN THE SPIRIT, AND IN THE SAME WATCHING."  AND IN THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, THE SAME APOSTLE SAYS: "BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE FATHER OF MERCIES AND THE GOD OF ALL COMFORT. WHO COMFORTETH US IN ALL OUR TRIBULATION, THAT WE ALSO MAY BE ABLE TO COMFORT THEM WHO ARE IN ALL DISTRESS, BY THE EXHORTATION WHEREWITH WE ALSO ARE EXHORTED BY GOD. FOR AS THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST ABOUND IN US, SO ALSO BY CHRIST DOTH OUR COMFORT ABOUNDS. NOW WHETHER WE BE IN TRIBULATION, IT IS FOR YOUR EXHORTATION AND SALVATION; OR WHETHER WE BE EXHORTED, IT IS FOR YOUR EXHORTATION AND SALVATION, WHICH WORKETH IN US IN THE ENDURING OF THE SAME SUFFERINGS WHICH WE ALSO SUFFER. THAT OUR HOPE FOR YOU MAY BE STEADFAST, KNOWING THAT AS YOU ARE PARTAKERS OF THE SUFFERINGS, SO SHALL YOU BE ALSO OF THE CONSOLATION. FOR WE WOULD NOT HAVE YOU IGNORANT, BRETHREN, OF ONE TRIBULATION, WHICH CAME TO US IN ASIA, THAT WE WERE PRESSED OUT OF MEASURE ABOVE OUR STRENGTH, SO THAT WE WERE WEARY EVEN OF LIFE. BUT WE HAD IN OURSELVES THE ANSWER OF DEATH, THAT WE SHOULD NOT BE CONFIDENT IN OURSELVES BUT IN GOD WHO RAISETH THE DEAD. WHO HATH DELIVERED AND DOTH DELIVER US OUT OF SO GREAT DANGERS; IN WHOM WE TRUST THAT HE WILL YET ALSO DELIVER US. YOU HELPING WITHAL IN PRAYER FOR US." 84 AND TO THE GALATIANS PAUL SAID: "FOR YOU HAVE HEARD OF MY CONVERSATION IN TIMES PAST IN THE JEWS' RELIGION: HOW THAT, BEYOND MEASURE, I PERSECUTED THE CHURCH OF GOD AND WASTED IT. AND I MADE PROGRESS IN THE JEWS' RELIGION ABOVE MANY OF MY EQUALS IN MY OWN NATION, BEING MORE ABUNDANTLY ZEALOUS FOR THE TRADITIONS OF MY FATHERS."  AND AGAIN, TO THE CORINTHIANS IN THE SECOND EPISTLE: "I SPEAK ACCORDING TO DISHONOR, AS IF WE HAD BEEN WEAK IN THIS PART. WHEREIN IF ANY MAN, DARE (I, SPEAK FOOLISHLY), I DARE ALSO. THEY ARE HEBREWS? SO AM I. THEY ARE THE SEED OF ABRAHAM? SO AM I. [THEY ARE MINISTERS OF CHRIST?]  I SPEAK AS ONE LESS WISE. I AM MORE, IN MANY MORE LABORS, IN PRISONS MORE FREQUENTLY, IN STRIPES ABOVE MEASURE, IN DEATHS OFTEN. OF THE JEWS FIVE TIMES DID I RECEIVE FORTY STRIPES SAVE ONE. THRICE WAS I BEATEN WITH RODS; ONCE I WAS STONED. THRICE I SUFFERED SHIPWRECK; A NIGHT AND A DAY I WAS IN PERIL OF THE SEA; IN JOURNEYING OFTEN, IN PERILS OF WATERS, IN PERILS OF ROBBERS, IN PERILS FROM MY OWN NATION, IN PERILS FROM THE GENTILES, IN PERILS IN THE CITY, IN PERILS IN THE WILDERNESS, IN PERILS IN THE SEA, IN PERILS FROM FALSE BRETHREN; IN LABOR AND PAINFULNESS, IN MUCH WATCHINGS, IN HUNGER AND THIRST, IN FASTINGS OFTEN, IN COLD AND NAKEDNESS. BESIDES THOSE THINGS, WHICH ARE WITHOUT, MY DAILY INSTANCE, THE SOLICITUDE FOR ALL THE CHURCHES. WHO IS WEAK, AND I AM NOT WEAK? WHO IS SCANDALIZED, AND I AM NOT ON FIRE?" AND IN THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS, PAUL SAYS: "SO THAT WE OURSELVES ALSO GLORY IN YOU IN THE CHURCHES OF GOD FOR YOUR PATIENCE AND FAITH, AND IN ALL YOUR PERSECUTIONS AND RETRIBUTIONS WHICH YOU ENDURE, FOR AN EXAMPLE OF THE JUST JUDGMENT OF GOD, THAT YOU MAY BE COUNTED WORTHY OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOR WHICH ALSO YOU SUFFER. SEEING IT IS A JUST THING WITH GOD TO REPAY TRIBULATION TO THEM THAT TROUBLE YOU, AND TO YOU WHO ARE TROUBLED, REST WITH US WHEN OUR LORD JESUS SHALL BE REVEALED FROM HEAVEN." AND IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY, PAUL SAYS OF HIMSELF. "I GIVE HIM THANKS WHO HATH STRENGTHENED ME, EVEN TO CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD, FOR THAT HE HATH COUNTED ME FAITHFUL, PUTTING ME IN THE MINISTRY WHO BEFORE WAS A BLASPHEMER, AND A PERSECUTOR, AND CONTUMELIOUS. BUT I OBTAINED THE MERCY OF GOD, BECAUSE I DID IT IGNORANTLY IN UNBELIEF."  AND TO THE THESSALONIANS, IN THE FIRST EPISTLE, THE APOSTLE HIMSELF SAYS: "YOU, HOWEVER, ARE BECOME FOLLOWERS OF THE BRETHREN OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD WHICH ARE IN JUDAEA, IN CHRIST JESUS. FOR YOU ALSO HAVE SUFFERED THE SAME THINGS FROM YOUR OWN COUNTRYMEN, EVEN AS THEY HAVE FROM THE JEWS, WHO BOTH KILLED THE LORD JESUS AND THE PROPHETS, AND HAVE PERSECUTED US, AND PLEASE NOT GOD, AND ARE ADVERSARIES TO ALL MEN, PROHIBITING US TO SPEAK TO THE GENTILES THAT THEY MAY BE SAVED, TO FILL UP THEIR SINS ALWAYS, FOR THE WRATH OF GOD IS COME UPON THEM TO THE END." AND AGAIN: "AND WE SENT TIMOTHY, OUR BROTHER AND THE MINISTER OF GOD IN THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST, TO CONFIRM YOU AND EXHORT YOU CONCERNING YOUR FAITH, THAT NO MAN SHOULD BE MOVED IN THESE TRIBULATIONS, FOR YOURSELVES KNOW, THAT WE ARE APPOINTED THEREUNTO. FOR EVEN WHEN WE WERE WITH YOU, WE FORETOLD YOU THAT WE SHOULD SUFFER TRIBULATIONS, AS ALSO IT IS COME TO PASS AND YOU KNOW. FOR THIS CAUSE ALSO, I, FORBEARING NO LONGER, SENT TO KNOW YOUR FAITH, LEST PERHAPS HE THAT TEMPTETH SHOULD HAVE TEMPTED YOU, AND OUR LABOR SHOULD BE MADE VAIN." AND TO THE CORINTHIANS, IN THE FIRST EPISTLE, PAUL SAYS: "IF IN THIS LIFE ONLY WE HAVE HOPE IN CHRIST, WE ARE OF ALL MEN MOST MISERABLE." AND TO THE PHILIPPIANS, PAUL SAYS: "AND IN NOTHING BE YE TERRIFIED BY THE ADVERSARIES, WHICH TO THEM IS A CAUSE OF PERDITION BUT TO YOU OF SALVATION, AND THIS FROM GOD. FOR UNTO YOU IT IS GIVEN FOR CHRIST NOT ONLY TO BELIEVE IN HIM, BUT ALSO TO SUFFER FOR HIM, HAVING THE SAME CONFLICT AS THAT WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN IN ME AND NOW HAVE HEARD OF ME."  WHENCE, THE SAME PAUL IN THAT SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY SAYS: "BUT THOU HAST FULLY KNOWN MY DOCTRINE, MANNER OF LIFE, PURPOSE, FAITH, LONG-SUFFERING, LOVE, PATIENCE, PERSECUTIONS, AFFLICTIONS, SUCH AS CAME UPON ME AT ANTIOCH, AT ICONIUM, AND AT LYSTRA, WHAT PERSECUTIONS I ENDURED, AND OUT OF THEM ALL THE LORD DELIVERED ME. AND ALL THAT WILL LIVE GODLY IN CHRIST JESUS, SUFFER PERSECUTION."
RAYNALDUS: ON THE ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE ALBIGENSIANS
WE KNOW THE BELIEFS OF THE CATHARS, OR "ALBIGENSIANS" MAINLY THROUGH THE WRITINGS OF OPPONENTS. THIS ACCOUNT IS FROM AN EARLY THIRTHEENTH CENTURY CHRONICLE FIRST IT IS TO BE KNOWN THAT THE HERETICS HELD THAT THERE ARE TWO CREATORS; VIZ. ONE OF INVISIBLE THINGS, WHOM THEY CALLED THE BENEVOLENT GOD, AND ANOTHER OF VISIBLE THINGS, WHOM THEY NAMED THE MALEVOLENT GOD. THE NEW TESTAMENT THEY ATTRIBUTED TO THE BENEVOLENT GOD; BUT THE OLD TESTAMENT TO THE MALEVOLENT GOD, AND REJECTED IT ALTOGETHER, EXCEPT CERTAIN AUTHORITIES WHICH ARE INSERTED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT FROM THE OLD; WHICH, OUT OF REVERENCE TO THE NEW TESTAMENT, THEY ESTEEMED WORTHY OF RECEPTION. THEY CHARGED THE AUTHOR OF THE OLD TESTAMENT WITH FALSEHOOD, BECAUSE THE CREATOR SAID, "IN THE DAY THAT YE EAT OF THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL YE SHALL DIE;" NOR (AS THEY SAY) AFTER EATING, DID THEY DIE; WHEN, IN FACT, AFTER THE EATING THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT THEY WERE SUBJECTED TO THE MISERY OF DEATH. THEY ALSO CALL HIM A HOMICIDE, AS WELL BECAUSE HE BURNED UP SODOM AND GOMORRAH, AND DESTROYED THE WORLD BY THE WATERS OF THE DELUGE, AS BECAUSE HE OVERWHELMED PHARAOH, AND THE EGYPTIANS, IN THE SEA. THEY AFFIRMED ALSO, THAT ALL THE FATHERS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT WERE DAMNED; THAT JOHN THE BAPTIST WAS ONE OF THE GREATER DEMONS. THEY SAID ALSO, IN THEIR SECRET DOCTRINE, (IN SECRETO SUO) THAT THAT CHRIST WHO WAS BORN IN THE VISIBLE, AND TERRESTRIAL BETHLEHEM, AND CRUCIFIED IN JERUSALEM, WAS A BAD MAN, AND THAT MARY MAGDALENE WAS HIS CONCUBINE; AND THAT SHE WAS THE WOMAN TAKEN IN ADULTERY, OF WHOM WE READ IN THE GOSPEL. FOR THE GOOD CHRIST, AS THEY SAID, NEVER ATE, NOR DRANK, NOR TOOK UPON HIM TRUE FLESH, NOR EVER WAS IN THIS WORLD, EXCEPT SPIRITUALLY IN THE BODY OF PAUL...THEY SAID THAT ALMOST ALL THE CHURCH OF ROME WAS A DEN OF THIEVES; AND THAT IT WAS THE HARLOT OF WHICH WE READ IN THE APOCALYPSE. THEY SO FAR ANNULLED THE SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH, AS PUBLICLY TO TEACH THAT THE WATER OF HOLY BAPTISM WAS JUST THE SAME AS RIVER WATER, AND THAT THE HOST OF THE MOST HOLY BODY OF CHRIST DID NOT DIFFER FROM COMMON BREAD; INSTILLING INTO THE EARS OF THE SIMPLE THIS BLASPHEMY, THAT THE BODY OF CHRIST, EVEN THOUGH IT HAD BEEN AS GREAT AS THE ALPS, WOULD HAVE BEEN LONG AGO CONSUMED, AND ANNIHILATED BY THOSE WHO HAD EATEN OF IT. CONFIRMATION AND CONFESSION, THEY CONSIDERED AS ALTOGETHER VAIN AND FRIVOLOUS. THEY PREACHED THAT HOLY MATRIMONY WAS MERETRICIOUS, AND THAT NONE COULD BE SAVED IN IT, IF THEY SHOULD BEGET CHILDREN. DENYING ALSO THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH, THEY INVENTED SOME UNHEARD, OF NOTIONS, SAYING, THAT OUR SOULS ARE THOSE OF ANGELIC SPIRITS WHO, BEING CAST DOWN FROM HEAVEN BY THE APOSTACY OF PRIDE, LEFT THEIR GLORIFIED BODIES IN THE AIR; AND THAT THESE SOULS THEMSELVES, AFTER SUCCESSIVELY INHABITING SEVEN TERRENE BODIES, OF ONE SORT OR ANOTHER, HAVING AT LENGTH FULFILLED THEIR PENANCE, RETURN TO THOSE DESERTED BODIES. IT IS ALSO TO BE KNOWN THAT SOME AMONG THE HERETICS WERE CALLED PERFECT" OR "GOOD MEN;" OTHERS "BELIEVERS" OF THE HERETICS. THOSE WHO WERE CALLED PERFECT, WORE A BLACK DRESS, FALSELY PRETENDED TO CHASTITY, ABHORRED THE EATING OF FLESH, EGGS AND CHEESE, WISHED TO APPEAR NOT LIARS, WHEN THEY WERE CONTINUALLY TELLING LIES, CHIEFLY RESPECTING GOD. THEY SAID ALSO THAT THEY OUGHT NOT ON ANY ACCOUNT TO SWEAR. THOSE WERE CALLED "BELIEVERS" OF THE HERETICS, WHO LIVED AFTER THE MANNER OF THE WORLD, AND WHO THOUGH THEY DID NOT ATTAIN SO FAR AS TO IMITATE THE LIFE OF THE PERFECT, NEVERTHELESS HOPED TO BE SAVED IN THEIR FAITH; AND THOUGH THEY DIFFERED AS TO THEIR MODE OF LIFE, THEY WERE ONE WITH THEM IN BELIEF AND UNBELIEF THOSE WHO WERE CALLED BELIEVERS OF THE HERETICS WERE GIVEN TO USURY, RAPINE, HOMICIDE, LUST, PERJURY AND EVERY VICE; AND THEY, IN FACT, SINNED WITH MORE SECURITY, AND LESS RESTRAINT, BECAUSE THEY BELIEVED THAT WITHOUT RESTITUTION, WITHOUT CONFESSION AND PENANCE, THEY SHOULD BE SAVED, IF ONLY, WHEN ON THE POINT OF DEATH, THEY COULD SAY A PATER NOSTER, AND RECEIVED IMPOSITION OF HANDS FROM THE TEACHERS. AS TO THE PERFECT HERETICS HOWEVER THEY HAD A MAGISTRACY WHOM THEY CALLED DEACONS AND BISHOPS, WITHOUT THE IMPOSITION OF WHOSE HANDS, AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH, NONE OF THE BELIEVERS THOUGHT THAT HE COULD BE SAVED; BUT IF THEY LAID THEIR HANDS UPON ANY DYING MAN, HOWEVER WICKED, IF HE COULD ONLY SAY A PATER NOSTER, THEY CONSIDERED HIM TO BE SAVED, THAT WITHOUT ANY SATISFACTION, AND WITHOUT ANY OTHER AID, HE IMMEDIATELY TOOK WING TO HEAVEN.
BERNARD GUI ON THE ALBIGENSIANS
AN EXPERIENCED INQUISITOR DESCRIBES THE ALBIGENSIANS: IT WOULD TAKE TOO LONG TO DESCRIBE IN DETAIL THE MANNER IN WHICH THESE SAME MANICHAEAN HERETICS PREACH AND TEACH THEIR FOLLOWERS, BUT IT MUST BE BRIEFLY CONSIDERED HERE. IN THE FIRST PLACE, THEY USUALLY SAY OF THEMSELVES THAT THEY ARE GOOD CHRISTIANS, WHO DO NOT SWEAR, OR LIE, OR SPEAK EVIL OF OTHERS; THAT THEY DO NOT KILL ANY MAN OR ANIMAL, NOR ANYTHING HAVING THE BREATH OF LIFE, AND THAT THEY HOLD THE FAITH OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AND HIS GOSPEL AS THE APOSTLES TAUGHT. THEY ASSERT THAT THEY OCCUPY THE PLACE OF THE APOSTLES, AND THAT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE ABOVE-MENTIONED THINGS, THEY OF THE ROMAN CHURCH, NAMELY THE PRELATES, CLERKS, AND MONKS, AND ESPECIALLY THE INQUISITORS OF HERESY PERSECUTE THEM AND CALL THEM HERETICS, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE GOOD MEN AND GOOD CHRISTIANS, AND THAT THEY ARE PERSECUTED JUST AS CHRIST AND HIS APOSTLES WERE BY THE PHARISEES. MOREOVER, THEY TALK TO THE LAITY OF THE EVIL LIVES OF THE CLERKS AND PRELATES OF THE ROMAN CHURCH, POINTING OUT AND SETTING FORTH THEIR PRIDE, CUPIDITY, AVARICE, AND UNCLEANNESS OF LIFE, AND SUCH OTHER EVILS AS THEY KNOW. THEY INVOKE WITH THEIR OWN INTERPRETATION AND ACCORDING TO THEIR ABILITIES THE AUTHORITY OF THE GOSPELS AND THE EPISTLES AGAINST THE CONDITION OF THE PRELATES, CHURCHMEN, AND MONKS, WHOM THEY CALL PHARISEES AND FALSE PROPHETS, WHO SAY, BUT DO NOT. THEN THEY ATTACK AND VITUPERATE, IN TURN, ALL THE SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH, ESPECIALLY THE SACRAMENT OF THE EUCHARIST, SAYING THAT IT CANNOT CONTAIN THE BODY OF CHRIST, FOR HAD THIS BEEN AS GREAT AS THE LARGEST MOUNTAIN CHRISTIANS WOULD HAVE ENTIRELY CONSUMED IT BEFORE THIS. THEY ASSERT THAT THE HOST COMES FROM STRAW, THAT IT PASSES THROUGH THE TAILS OF HORSES, TO WIT, WHEN THE FLOUR IS CLEANED BY A SIEVE (OF HORSE HAIR); THAT, MOREOVER, IT PASSES THROUGH THE BODY AND COMES TO A VILE END, WHICH, THEY SAY, COULD NOT HAPPEN IF GOD WERE IN IT. OF BAPTISM, THEY ASSERT THAT THE WATER IS MATERIAL AND CORRUPTIBLE AND IS THEREFORE THE CREATION OF THE EVIL POWER, AND CANNOT SANCTIFY THE SOUL, BUT THAT THE CHURCHMEN SELL THIS WATER OUT OF AVARICE, JUST AS THEY SELL EARTH FOR THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD, AND OIL TO THE SICK WHEN THEY ANOINT THEM, AND AS: THEY SELL THE CONFESSION OF SINS AS MADE TO THE PRIESTS. HENCE, THEY CLAIM THAT CONFESSION MADE TO THE PRIESTS OF, THE ROMAN CHURCH IS USELESS, AND THAT, SINCE THE PRIESTS MAY BE SINNERS, THEY CANNOT, LOOSE NOR BIND, AND, BEING UNCLEAN IN THEMSELVES, CANNOT MAKE OTHERS CLEAN. THEY ASSERT, MOREOVER, THAT THE CROSS OF CHRIST SHOULD NOT BE ADORED OR VENERATED, BECAUSE, AS THEY URGE, NO ONE WOULD VENERATE OR ADORE THE GALLOWS UPON WHICH A FATHER, RELATIVE, OR FRIEND HAD BEEN HUNG. THEY URGE, FURTHER, THAT THEY WHO ADORE THE CROSS OUGHT, FOR SIMILAR REASONS, TO WORSHIP ALL THORNS AND LANCES, BECAUSE AS CHRIST'S BODY WAS ON THE CROSS DURING THE PASSION, SO WAS THE CROWN OF THORNS ON HIS HEAD AND THE SOLDIER'S LANCE IN HIS SIDE, THEY PROCLAIM MANY OTHER SCANDALOUS THINGS IN REGARD TO THE SACRAMENTS. MOREOVER THEY READ FROM THE GOSPELS AND THE EPISTLES IN THE VULGAR TONGUE, APPLYING AND EXPOUNDING THEM IN THEIR FAVOR AND AGAINST THE CONDITION OF THE ROMAN CHURCH IN A MANNER WHICH IT WOULD TAKE TOO LONG TO DESCRIBE IN DETAIL; BUT ALL THAT RELATES TO THIS SUBJECT MAY BE READ MORE FULLY IN THE BOOKS THEY HAVE WRITTEN AND INFECTED, AND MAY BE LEARNED FROM THE CONFESSIONS OF SUCH OF THEIR FOLLOWERS AS HAVE BEEN CONVERTED.
BERNARD GUI: INQUISITORIAL TECHNIQUE
WHEN A HERETIC IS FIRST BROUGHT UP FOR EXAMINATION, HE ASSUMES A CONFIDENT AIR, AS THOUGH SECURE IN HIS INNOCENCE. I ASK HIM WHY HE HAS BEEN BROUGHT BEFORE ME. HE REPLIES, SMILING AND COURTEOUS, "SIR, I WOULD BE GLAD TO LEARN THE CAUSE FROM YOU." 
I: YOU ARE ACCUSED AS A HERETIC, AND THAT YOU BELIEVE AND TEACH OTHERWISE THAN HOLY CHURCH BELIEVES. A: (RAISING HIS EYES TO HEAVEN, WITH AN AIR OF THE GREATEST FAITH) LORD, THOU KNOWEST THAT I AM INNOCENT OF THIS, AND THAT I NEVER HELD ANY FAITH OTHER THAN THAT OF TRUE CHRISTIANITY. I: YOU CALL YOUR FAITH CHRISTIAN, FOR YOU CONSIDER OURS AS FALSE AND HERETICAL. BUT I ASK WHETHER YOU HAVE EVER BELIEVED AS TRUE ANOTHER FAITH THAN THAT WHICH THE ROMAN CHURCH HOLDS TO BE TRUE? A: I BELIEVE THE TRUE FAITH WHICH THE ROMAN CHURCH BELIEVES, AND WHICH YOU OPENLY PREACH TO US. I: PERHAPS YOU HAVE SOME OF YOUR SECT AT ROME WHOM YOU CALL THE ROMAN CHURCH. I, WHEN I PREACH, SAY MANY THINGS, SOME OF WHICH ARE COMMON TO US BOTH, AS THAT GOD LIVETH, AND YOU BELIEVE SOME OF WHAT I PREACH. NEVERTHELESS, YOU MAY BE A HERETIC IN NOT BELIEVING OTHER MATTERS WHICH ARE TO BE BELIEVED. A: I BELIEVE ALL THINGS THAT A CHRISTIAN SHOULD BELIEVE. I: I KNOW YOUR TRICKS. WHAT THE MEMBERS OF YOUR SECT BELIEVE YOU HOLD TO BE THAT WHICH A CHRISTIAN SHOULD BELIEVE. BUT WE WASTE TIME IN THIS FENCING. SAY SIMPLY, DO YOU BELIEVE IN ONE GOD THE FATHER, AND THE SON, AND THE HOLY GHOST? A: I BELIEVE. I: DO YOU BELIEVE IN CHRIST BORN OF THE VIRGIN, SUFFERED, RISEN, AND ASCENDED TO HEAVEN? A: (BRISKLY) I BELIEVE. I: DO YOU BELIEVE THE BREAD AND WINE IN THE MASS PERFORMED BY THE PRIESTS TO BE CHANGED INTO THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST BY DIVINE VIRTUE? A: OUGHT I NOT TO BELIEVE THIS? I: I DON'T ASK IF YOU OUGHT TO BELIEVE, BUT IF YOU DO BELIEVE. A: I BELIEVE WHATEVER YOU AND OTHER GOOD DOCTORS ORDER ME TO BELIEVE. I: THOSE GOOD DOCTORS ARE THE MASTERS OF YOUR SECT; IF I ACCORD WITH THEM YOU BELIEVE WITH ME; IF NOT, NOT. A: I WILLINGLY BELIEVE WITH YOU IF YOU TEACH WHAT IS GOOD TO ME. I: YOU CONSIDER IT GOOD TO YOU IF I TEACH WHAT YOUR OTHER MASTERS TEACH. SAY, THEN, DO YOU BELIEVE THE BODY OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST TO BE IN THE ALTAR? A: (PROMPTLY) I BELIEVE THAT A BODY IS THERE, AND THAT ALL BODIES ARE OF OUR LORD. I: I ASK WHETHER THE BODY THERE IS OF THE LORD WHO WAS BORN OF THE VIRGIN, HUNG ON THE CROSS, AROSE FROM THE DEAD, ASCENDED, ETC. A: AND YOU, SIR, DO YOU NOT BELIEVE IT? I: I BELIEVE IT WHOLLY. A: I BELIEVE LIKEWISE. I: YOU BELIEVE THAT I BELIEVE IT, WHICH IS NOT WHAT I ASK, BUT WHETHER YOU BELIEVE IT. A: IF YOU WISH TO INTERPRET ALL THAT I SAY OTHERWISE THAN SIMPLY AND PLAINLY, THEN I DON'T KNOW WHAT TO SAY. I AM A SIMPLE AND IGNORANT MAN. PRAY DON'T CATCH ME IN MY WORDS. I: IF YOU ARE SIMPLE, ANSWER SIMPLY, WITHOUT EVASIONS. A: WILLINGLY. I: WILL YOU THEN SWEAR THAT YOU HAVE NEVER LEARNED ANYTHING CONTRARY TO THE FAITH WHICH WE HOLD TO BE TRUE? A: (GROWING PALE) IF I OUGHT TO SWEAR, I WILL WILLINGLY SWEAR. I: I DON'T ASK WHETHER YOU OUGHT, BUT WHETHER YOU WILL SWEAR. A: IF YOU ORDER ME TO SWEAR, I WILL SWEAR. I: I DON'T FORCE YOU TO SWEAR, BECAUSE AS YOU BELIEVE OATHS TO BE UNLAWFUL, YOU WILL TRANSFER THE SIN TO ME WHO FORCED YOU; BUT IF YOU WILL SWEAR, I WILL HEAR IT. A: WHY SHOULD I SWEAR IF YOU DO NOT ORDER ME TO? I: SO THAT YOU MAY REMOVE THE SUSPICION OF BEING A HERETIC. A: SIR, I DO NOT KNOW HOW UNLESS YOU TEACH ME. I: IF I HAD TO SWEAR, I WOULD RAISE MY HAND AND SPREAD MY FINGERS AND SAY, "SO HELP ME GOD, I HAVE NEVER LEARNED HERESY OR BELIEVED WHAT IS CONTRARY TO THE TRUE FAITH." THEN TREMBLING AS IF HE CANNOT REPEAT THE FORM, HE WILL STUMBLE ALONG AS THOUGH SPEAKING FOR HIMSELF OR FOR ANOTHER, SO THAT THERE IS NOT AN ABSOLUTE FORM OF OATH AND YET HE MAY BE THOUGHT TO HAVE SWORN. IF THE WORDS ARE THERE, THEY ARE SO TURNED AROUND THAT HE DOES NOT SWEAR AND YET APPEARS TO HAVE SWORN. OR HE CONVERTS THE OATH INTO A FORM OF PRAYER, AS "GOD HELP ME THAT I AM NOT A HERETIC OR THE LIKE"; AND WHEN ASKED WHETHER HE HAD SWORN, HE WILL SAY: "DID YOU NOT HEAR ME SWEAR?" [AND WHEN FURTHER HARD PRESSED HE WILL APPEAL, SAYING] "SIR, IF I HAVE DONE AMISS IN AUGHT, I WILL WILLINGLY BEAR THE PENANCE, ONLY HELP ME TO AVOID THE INFAMY OF WHICH I AM ACCUSED THOUGH MALICE AND WITHOUT FAULT OF MINE." BUT A VIGOROUS INQUISITOR MUST NOT ALLOW HIMSELF TO BE WORKED UPON IN THIS WAY, BUT PROCEED FIRMLY TILL HE, MAKE THESE PEOPLE CONFESS THEIR ERROR, OR AT LEAST PUBLICLY ABJURE HERESY, SO THAT IF THEY ARE SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND TO HAVE SWORN FALSELY, HE CAN WITHOUT FURTHER HEARING, ABANDON THEM TO THE SECULAR ARM".
ALCHEMICAL HOLY TEXTS
ATALANTA FUGIENS
THE FLYING ATALANTA OR PHILOSOPHICAL EMBLEMS OF THE SECRETS OF NATURE BY MICHAEL MAJERUS
COUNT OF THE IMPERIAL CONSISTORY
EPIGRAMMA AUTHORIS
HESPERII PRECIUM JUVENIS TULIT IMPIGER HORTI
   DANTE DEÁ POMUM CYPRIDE TERGEMINUM:
IDQUE SEQUENS FUGIENTIS HUMO GLOMERAVIT ADORA
   VIRGINIS, HINC TARDAS CONTRAHIT ILLA MORAS:
MOX MICAT IS, MICAT HAEC MOX ANTE FUGACIOR EURIS,
   ALTERATUM SPARGENS AUREA DONA SOLO,
ILLE MORABATUR VESTIGIA LENTA PUELLAE
   RURSUS AT HAEC RURSUS DAT SUA TERGA FUGAE;
TERTIA DONEC AMANS ITERÂRIT PONDERA, CESSIT
   VICTORI MERCES HIN ATALANTA SUO.
HIPPOMENES VIRTUS EST SULPHURIS, ILLA FUGACIS
   MERCURII, IN CURSU FEMINA VICTA MARE EST.
QUI POSTQUAM CUPIDO SE COMPLECTUNTUR AMORE
   IN FANO CYBELES CORRIGIT IRA DEAM;
PELLE LEONINA VINDEX & VESTIIT AMBOS,
   IN DE RUBENT POSTHAC CORPORE, SUNTQUE FERI.
HUJUS UT EXPRIMERET SIMULACRA SIMILLIMA CURSUS
   VOCE TIBI TERNÂ DAT MEA MUSA FUGAES:
UNA MANET SIMPLEX POMÚMQUE REFERT REMORANS VOX,
   ALTERA SED FUGIENS, TERTIA RITÈ SEQUENS.
AURIBUS ISTA TUIS, OCULÍSQUE EMBLEMATA PROSTENT,
   AT RATIO ARCANAS EXPETAT INDE NOTAS:
SENSIBUS HAEC OBJECTA TULI, INTELLECTUS UT ILLIS
   ILLICIBUS CAPARET, QUAE PRECIOSA LATENT.
ORBIS QUIC QUID OPUM, VEL HABET MEDICINA SALUTIS,
   OMNE LEO GEMINUS SUPPEDITARE POTEST.
THE AUTHOR'S EPIGRAM
THREE GOLDEN APPLES FROM THE HESPERIAN GROVE.
   A PRESENT WORTHY OF THE QUEEN OF LOVE.
GAVE WISE HIPPOMENES ETERNAL FAME.
   AND ATALANTA'S CRUEL SPEED O'ERCAME.
IN VAIN HE FOLLOWS 'TILL WITH RADIANT LIGHT, 
   ONE ROLLING APPLE CAPTIVATES HER SIGHT. 
   AND BY ITS GLITTERING CHARMS RETARDS HER FLIGHT. 
SHE SOON OUTRUNS HIM BUT FRESH RAYS OF GOLD,
   HER LONGING EYES & SLACKENED FOOTSTEPS HOLD,
'TILL WITH DISDAIN SHE ALL HIS ART DEFIES,
   AND SWIFTER THEN AN EASTERN TEMPEST FLIES.
THEN HIS DESPAIR THROWS HIS LAST HOPE AWAY,
   FOR SHE MUST YIELD WHOM LOVE & GOLD BETRAY.
WHAT IS HIPPOMENES, TRUE WISDOM KNOWS.
   AND WHENCE THE SPEED OF ATALANTA FLOWS.
SHE WITH MERCURIAL SWIFTNESS IS ENDUED,
   WHICH YIELDS BY SULPHUR'S PRUDENT STRENGTH PURSUED.
BUT WHEN IN CYBEL'S TEMPLE THEY WOULD PROVE
   THE UTMOST JOYS OF THEIR EXCESSIVE LOVE,
THE MATRON GODDESS THOUGHT HERSELF DISDAINED,
   HER RITES UNHALLOWED & HER SHRINE PROFANED.
THEN HER REVENGE MAKES ROUGHNESS O'ER THEM RISE,
   AND HIDEOUS FEIREENESSE SPARKLE FROM THEIR EYES.
STILL MORE AMAZED TO SEE THEMSELVES LOOK RED,
   WHILST BOTH TO LIONS CHANGED EACH OTHER DREAD.
HE THAT CAN CYBELL'S MYSTIC CHANGE EXPLAIN,
   AND THOSE TWO LIONS WITH TRUE REDNESS STAIN,
COMMANDS THAT TREASURE PLENTEOUS NATURE GIVES
   AND FREE FROM PAIN IN WISDOM'S SPLENDOR LIVES.
EMBLEM 1
PORTAVIT EUM VENTUS IN VENTRE SUO.
(THE WIND CARRIED HIM IN HIS BELLY)
EPIGRAMMA 1
EMBRYO VENTOSÂ BOREAE QUI CLAUDITUR ALVO
VIVUS IN HANC LUCEM SI SEMEL ORTUS ERIT;
UNUS IS HEROUM CUNCTOS SUPERARE LABORES
ARTE, MANU, FORTI CORPORE, MENTE, POTEST.
NE TIBI SIT COESO, NEC ABORTUS INUTILIS ILLE,
NON, AGRIPPA, BONO SYDERE SED GENITUS.
ENGLISH'D THUS:
IF BOREAS CAN IN HIS OWN WIND CONCEIVE
AN OFFSPRING THAT CAN BEAR THIS LIGHT & LIVE;
IN ART, STRENGTH, BODY, MIND HE SHALL EXCELL
ALL WONDERS MEN OF ANCIENT HEROES TELL.
THINK HIM NO CAESO NOR ABORTIVE BROOD,
NOR YET AGRIPPA, FOR HIS STAR IS GOOD.
DISCOURSE 1
HERMES, THE MOST INDUSTRIOUS SEARCHER INTO ALL THE SECRETS OF NATURE, DOTH IN HIS SMARAGDINE TABLE EXQUISITELY THUS SUCCINCTLY DESCRIBE THE NATURAL WORK WHEN HE SAYS: 'WIND CARRIED HIM IN HIS BELLY,' AS IF HE SHOULD HAVE SAID THAT HE WHOSE FATHER IS SOL & MOTHER IS LUNA MUST, BEFORE HE CAN BE BROUGHT FORTH INTO THE LIGHT, BE CARRIED BY WINDY FUMES, EVEN AS A BIRD IS CARRIED IN THE AIR WHEN IT FLIES. NOW FROM FUMES OR WINDS (WHICH ARE NOTHING ELSE BUT AIR IN MOTION) BEING COAGULATED, WATER IS PRODUCED, & FROM WATER MIXED WITH EARTH ALL MINERALS & METALS DO PROCEED. AND EVEN THESE LAST ARE SAID TO CONSIST OF & BE IMMEDIATELY COAGULATED FROM FUMES, SO THAT WHETHER HE BE PLACED IN WATER OR FUME THE THING IS THE SAME; FOR ONE AS WELL AS THE OTHER IS THE MASTER OF WIND. THE SAME THE MORE REMOTELY MAY BE SAID OF MINERALS & METALS, BUT THE QUESTION IS: WHO IS HE THAT OUGHT TO BE CARRIED BY WINDS? I ANSWER: CHYMICALLY IT IS SULPHUR WHICH IS CARRIED IN ARGENT VIVE (CONTAINED IN QUICKSILVER), AS LULLY IN HIS CODICILL CAP. 32 & ALL OTHER AUTHORS ATTEST. [MARGINAL NOTE: "LULLY IBID: 'THE WIND CARRIES HIM IN HIS BELLY;' THAT IS, SULPHUR IS CARRIED BY ARGENT VIVE; & CH. 47: 'THE STONE IS FIRE CARRIED IN THE BELLY OF AIR.'"] PHYSICALLY IT IS THE EMBRYO, WHICH IN A LITTLE TIME OUGHT TO BE BORNE INTO THE LIGHT. I SAY ALSO THAT ARITHMETICALLY IT IS THE ROOT OF A CUBE; MUSICALLY IT IS THE DISDIAPASON; GEOMETRICALLY IT IS A POINT, THE BEGINNING OF A CONTINUED RUNNING LINE; ASTRONOMICALLY IT IS THE CENTER OF THE PLANETS SATURN, JUPITER & MARS. NOW ALTHOUGH THESE ARE DIFFERENT SUBJECTS, YET IF THEY BE WELL COMPARED TOGETHER, THEY WILL EASILY DEMONSTRATE WHAT THE OFFSPRING OF WIND MUST BE. BUT THIS ENQUIRY MUST BE LEFT TO EVERY MAN'S OWN INDUSTRY, BE IT REMEMBERED. BUT I SHALL POINT OUT THE MATTER MORE PLAINLY THUS: ALL MERCURY IS COMPOSED OF FUMES, THAT IS OF WATER ELEVATING EARTH TOGETHER WITH ITSELF INTO AN AERIAL RARITY OR THINNESS, & OF EARTH FORCING AIR TO RETURN INTO WATERY EARTH OR EARTHY WATER; FOR WHEN THE ELEMENTS ARE IN IT ALTOGETHER & MIXED THROUGHOUT & MUTUALLY BLENDED, SUBDUED & REDUCED TO A CERTAIN VISCOUS NATURE, THEY DO NOT EASILY RECEDE FROM ONE ANOTHER, BUT EITHER FOLLOW THE VOLATILE FLYING UPWARDS, OR REMAIN BELOW WITH THOSE THAT ARE FIXED. NOR IS IT INDEED WITHOUT REASON THAT MERCURY IS CALLED THE MESSENGER OR INTERPRETER & AS IT WERE THE RUNNING INTERMEDIATE MINISTER OF THE OTHER GODS & HAS WINGS FITTED TO HIS HEAD & FEET; FOR HE IS WINDY & FLIES THROUGH THE AIR AS WIND ITSELF, WHICH MANY PERSONS ARE REALLY & EXPERIMENTALLY CONVINCED OF, TO THEIR GREAT DAMAGE. BUT BECAUSE HE CARRIES A ROD OR CADUCEUS ABOUT WHICH TWO SERPENTS ARE TWINED ACROSS ONE THE OTHER, BY WHICH HE CAN DRAW SOULS OUT OF BODIES & BRING THEM BACK AGAIN & EFFECT MANY SUCH CONTRARITIES, HE IS A MOST EXCELLENT FIGURE OR REPRESENTATION OF THE PHILOSOPHICAL MERCURY. MERCURY, THEREFORE, IS WIND, WHICH TAKES SULPHUR, OR DIONYSIUS, OR (IF YOU PLEASE SO TO CALL IT) ASCULEPIUS, BEING YET AN IMPERFECT EMBRYO OUT OF THE MOTHER'S BELLY OR OUT OF THE ASHES OF THE MOTHER'S BODY BURNED, & CARRIES IT THITHER WHERE IT MAY BE BROUGHT TO MATURITY. AND THE EMBRYO IS SULPHUR, WHICH BY THE CELESTIAL SUN IS INFUSED INTO THE WIND OF BOREAS, THAT HE MAY BRING IT FORTH IN MATURITY. WHO, AFTER THE COMPLETE TIME OF HIS TEEMING, DOES BRING FORTH TWINS, ONE WITH WHITE HAIR, CALLED CALAIS, THE OTHER WITH RED, NAMED ZETHES. THESE SONS OF BOREAS (AS ORPHEUS THE CHYMICK POET WRITES) WERE COMPANIONS TO JASON AMONGST THE SET OF THE ARGONAUTS WHEN HE WENT TO FETCH THE GOLDEN FLEECE FROM COLCHIS, FOR PHINEAS THE BLIND PROPHET, BEING INFESTED BY THE HARPIES, COULD NOT BE FREED FROM THEM BUT BY THESE SONS OF BOREAS, & FOR SO GREAT A BENEFIT OBTAINED BY THEIR MEANS, HE OUT OF GRATITUDE SHOWED THE WHOLE COURSE OF THEIR WAY TO THE ARGONAUTS. THESE HARPIES ARE NOTHING ELSE BUT CORRUPTING SULPHUR WHICH IS DRIVEN AWAY BY THE SONS OF BOREAS WHEN THEY COME TO FULL AGE, & FROM A THING IMPERFECT AND MOLESTED WITH NOXIOUS AND HURTFUL VOLATILES BECOMES PERFECT & NOT SUBJECT TO THAT EVIL, & AFTERWARDS SHOWS JASON ITS PHYSICIAN THE WAY HOW TO OBTAIN THE GOLDEN FLEECE. BASIL [VALENTINE] AS WELL AS OTHER AUTHORS TAKES NOTICE OF THESE WINDS & IN HIS SIXTH KEY SAYS THUS: "FOR THERE OUGHT TO COME A DOUBLE WIND NAMED VULTURNUS & A SINGLE WIND CALLED NOTUS WHICH WILL BLOW IMPETUOUSLY FROM THE EAST & THE SOUTH, UPON THE CESSATION OF WHOSE MOTION SO THAT WATER IS MADE OF THEIR AIR. YOU MAY CONFIDENTLY BELIEVE THAT A CORPOREAL THING WILL BE MADE OF A SPIRITUAL." & RIPLEY, GATE 8TH, SAYS THAT OUR INFANT OUGHT TO BE BORN AGAIN IN AIR, THAT IS, IN THE BELLY OF THE WIND. IN THE SAME SENSE MAY THAT BE TAKEN WHICH WE FIND IN SCALA PHILOSOPHORUM DEGREE THE 6TH: "YOU MUST KNOW THAT THE SON OF THE WISE IS BORN IN THE AIR," & DEGREE 8TH: "AIRY SPIRITS ASCENDING TOGETHER INTO THE AIR DO LOVE ONE ANOTHER; AS HERMES SAID, 'THE WIND CARRIED HIM IN HIS BELLY,' BECAUSE THE GENERATION OF OUR SON IS MADE IN THE AIR, & BEING BORN IN THE AIR IS BORN WISELY, FOR HE ASCENDS FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN, & AGAIN DESCENDS TO EARTH ACQUIRING BOTH THE SUPERIOUR & INFERIOUR VIRTUE."
EMBLEM 2D
NUTRIX EJUS TERRA EST.
(THE EARTH IS HIS NURSE)
EPIGRAM 2D
ROMULUS HIRT A LUPAE PRESSISSE, SED UBERA CAPRAE
JUPITER, & FACTIS, FARTUR ADESSE FIDES:
QUID MIRUM, TENER" SAPIENTIUM VISCERA PROLIS
SI FERIMUS TERRAM LACTE NUTRISE SUO?
PARVULA SI TANTAS HEROAS BESTIA PAVIT,
QUANTUS, CUI NUTRIX TERREUS ORBIS, ERIT?
DISCOURSE 2D
IT IS DETERMINED BY THE PERIPATETIC & OTHER PHILOSOPHERS OF SOUND JUDGMENT THAT THE THING NOURISHING MUST BE CONVERTED INTO THE SUBSTANCE OF THE NOURISHED & MADE LIKE TO IT, NOT BEFORE BUT AFTER IT HAS RECEIVED AN ALTERATION, & THIS IS ADMITTED AS AN UNDOUBTED AXIOM. FOR HOW SHOULD THE THING NOURISHING, SUPPOSING IT BEFOREHAND TO BE LIKE TO, OR THE SAME WITH THE THING NOURISHED, HAVE NEED OF ANY CHANGE IN ITS ESSENCE, WHICH IF IT SHOULD HAPPEN WOULD HINDER IT FROM REMAINING THE SAME OR ALIKE. FOR HOW SHOULD THOSE THINGS BE RECEIVED FOR NOURISHMENT WHICH CANNOT BE CONVERTED INTO A LIKE SUBSTANCE WITH THE THING NOURISHED, AS WOOD, STONES, &C. AS THEREFORE THE FIRST IS VAIN SO THE SECOND IS CONTRARY TO NATURE. BUT FOR AN INFANT NEWBORN TO BE NOURISHED WITH THE MILK OF ANIMALS IS A THING NOT REPUGNANT TO NATURE, FOR MILK WILL BECOME OF THE LIKE SUBSTANCE WITH IT, BUT MORE EASILY IF IT BE SUCKED FROM THE MOTHER THAN ANY OTHER CREATURE. WHEREFORE PHYSICIANS CONCLUDE THAT IT CONDUCES TO THE HEALTH & STRENGTH OF AN INFANT AS LIKEWISE TO THE CONFORMITY OF TEMPER & MANNERS IF IT IS ALWAYS FED & NOURISHED BY THE MILK OF ITS OWN MOTHER, & THAT THE CONTRARY HAPPENS IF IT IS DONE BY THAT OF A STRANGER. THIS IS THE UNIVERSAL HARMONY OF NATURE: THAT LIKE DELIGHTS IN ITS LIKE & AS FAR AS IT CAN POSSIBLY FOLLOWS ITS FOOTSTEPS IN EVERYTHING BY A CERTAIN TACIT CONSENT & AGREEMENT. THE SAME THING HAPPENS OF COURSE IN THE NATURAL WORK OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, WHICH IS EQUALLY GOVERNED BY NATURE IN ITS FORMATION AS AN INFANT IN ITS MOTHER'S WOMB. AND ALTHOUGH AS FATHER, MOTHER & EVEN A NURSE BE ASCRIBED TO IT BY WAY OF SIMILITUDE, YET IT IS NOT MORE ARTIFICIAL THAN THE GENERATION OF EVERY ANIMAL. TWO SEEDS ARE BY A PLEASURABLE ARTIFICE JOINED TOGETHER BY ANIMALS & BOTH THE HUMAN SEXES WHICH BEING UNITED BY SUCCESSIVE ALTERATION PRODUCE AN EMBRYO WHICH GROWS & IS INCREASED, ACQUIRES LIFE & MOTION, & THEN IS NOURISHED BY MILK. BUT IT IS NECESSARY FOR A WOMAN IN THE TIME OF CONCEPTION & IMPREGNATION TO BE VERY TEMPERATE IN HEAT, FOOD, DRINK, MOTION, REST & ALL THINGS ELSE; OTHERWISE ABORTION WILL FOLLOW & DESTRUCTION OF THE CONCEIVED EMBRYO, WHICH OBSERVATION IN THE SIX NON-NATURALS BECAUSE IT IS PRESCRIBED BY THE PHYSICIANS ACCORDING TO THEIR ART IS ALSO ARTIFICIAL. AFTER THE SAME MANNER, IF THE SEEDS BE NOT JOINED TOGETHER IN THE PHILOSOPHICAL WORK, THEY OUGHT TO BE JOINED, BUT IF THEY COULD ANYWHERE BE FOUND JOINED TOGETHER AS THE SEED OF A COCK & HEN DO SUBSIST TOGETHER & ARE CONTAINED IN ONE EGG, THEN WOULD THE PHILOSOPHERS' WORK BE MORE NATURAL THAT THE GENERATION OF ANIMALS. BUT LET US GRANT (AS THE PHILOSOPHERS DO ASSERT) THAT ONE COMES FROM THE EAST & THE OTHER FROM THE WEST & ARE MADE ONE: WHAT MORE IS AS MINISTERED TO 'EM THAN MIXTURE IN THEIR OWN VESSEL, TEMPERATE HEAT, AND NUTRIMENT. THE VESSEL IS INDEED ARTIFICIAL, BUT IN THIS THERE IS NO MORE DIFFERENCE THAN IF THE NEST WERE MADE BY THE HEN HERSELF OR MADE FOR HER BY THE COUNTRY DAME IN SOME CONVENIENT PLACE AS COMMONLY IT IS. THE GENERATION OF EGGS & HATCHING OF CHICKENS FROM THEM WILL BE THE SAME. HEAT IS A NATURAL THING, WHETHER IT PROCEED FROM THE TEMPERATE HEAT OF FURNACES, PUTREFACTION OF DUNG, FROM THE SUN & AIR, FROM THE BOWELS OF THE MOTHER, OR OTHERWISE. THUS, THE EGYPTIAN FROM HIS FURNACES DOES BY ART ADMINISTER A NATURAL HEAT FOR THE HATCHING OF EGGS. THE SEEDS OF SILK WORMS & EVEN HENS' EGGS ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN HATCHED BY THE WARMTH OF A VIRGIN'S BREASTS. ART, THEREFORE, & NATURE, DO MUTUALLY JOIN HANDS & OFFICIATE ONE FOR THE OTHER. NEVERTHELESS, NATURE IS ALWAYS THE MISTRESS & ART THE HANDMAID. BUT A DOUBT MAY [BE] RAISED HOW THE EARTH MAY BE SAID TO BE THE NURSE OF THE PHILOSOPHICAL INFANT, SEEING IT IS THE ELEMENT WHICH IS MOST DRY & VOID OF JUICE, INSOMUCH THAT DRYNESS APPERTAINS TO IT AS ITS PROPER QUALITY. IT MAY BE ANSWERED THAT EARTH ELEMENTED IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD, & NOT THE ELEMENT OF EARTH, WHOSE NATURE WE HAVE FULLY EXPLAINED IN THE FIRST DAY OF OUR PHILOSOPHICAL WEEK. THIS EARTH IS THE NURSE OF CAELUM OR HEAVEN, NOT BY OPENING, WASHING, OR MOISTENING THE INFANT, BUT BY COAGULATING, FIXING, COLORING AND CONVERTING IT INTO MORE JUICE & BLOOD. FOR NUTRITION IMPLIES AN AUGMENTATION IN LENGTH, BREADTH & DEPTH WHICH EXTENDS ITSELF THROUGH ALL THE DIMENSIONS OF A BODY, & SEEING THIS CAN BE AFFORDED & ADMINISTERED TO THE PHILOSOPHICAL INFANT BY EARTH ONLY, IT CAN IN NO WISE BE IMPROPER TO CALL THE EARTH BY THE NAME OF HIS NURSE. BUT THIS ADMIRABLE JUICE OF EARTH HAS A QUALITY DIFFERENT FROM OTHER KINDS OF MILK WHICH ARE CONVERTED & DO NOT CONVERT FOR THIS BY REASON OF ITS MOST EFFICACIOUS VIRTUE DOES MIGHTILY ALTER THE NATURE OF THE THING NOURISHED, AS THE MILK OF THE WOLF IS BELIEVED TO HAVE DISPOSED THE BODY OF ROMULUS TO A NATURE THAT WAS MAGNANIMOUS & PREPENSE TO WAR.
EMBLEM 3D
VADE AD MULIEREM LAVANTEM PANNOS,
TU FAC SIMILITER.
(GO TO THE WOMAN WASHING CLOTHES
& DO AFTER THE SAME MANNER.)
EPIGRAM 3D
ABDITA QUISQUIS AMAS SERUTARI DOGMATA, NE SIS
DESES, IN EXEMPLUM, QUOD JUVET, OMNI TRAHAS:
ANNE VIDES, MULIER, MACULIS ABSTERGERE PANNOS
UT SOLEAT CALIDIS, QUAS SUPERADDIT, AQUIS?
HANC IMITARE, TUÂ NEC SIC FRUSTRABERIS ARTE,
NAMQUE NIGRI FAECEM CORPORIS LAVAT.
DISCOURSE 3D
WHEN LINEN CLOTHES ARE SOILED & MADE DIRTY BY EARTHY FILTH, THEY ARE CLEANED BY THE NEXT ELEMENT TO IT: NAMELY WATER; & THEN CLOTHES BEING EXPOSED TO THE AIR, THE MOISTURE TOGETHER WITH THE FAECES IS DRAWN OUT BY THE HEAT OF THE SUN AS BY FIRE, WHICH IS THE FOURTH ELEMENT, & IF THIS BE OFTEN REPEATED, THEY BECOME CLEAN & FREE FROM STAINS. THIS IS THE WORK OF WOMEN WHICH IS TAUGHT THEM BY NATURE. FOR WE SEE (AS ISAAC REMARKS) THAT THE BONES OF BEASTS IF THEY ARE OFTEN WET WITH RAIN & AS OFTEN DRIED BY THE HEAT OF THE SUN WILL BE REDUCED TO A PERFECT WHITENESS. THE SAME IS TO BE OBSERVED IN THE PHILOSOPHICK SUBJECT, FOR WHATEVER FAECES OR CRUDITIES ARE IN IT WILL BE PURGED & TAKEN AWAY BY THE INFUSION OF ITS PROPER WATERS, & THE WHOLE BODY WILL BE BROUGHT TO A GREAT PERFECTION & CLEANNESS. FOR ALL CHEMICAL PREPARATIONS, AS CALCINATION, SUBLIMATION, SOLUTION, DISTILLATION, DESCENSION, COAGULATION, FIXATION, & THE REST ARE PERFORMED BY WASHING ONLY. FOR WHOEVER WASHES A THING UNCLEAN WITH WATERS DOES THE SAME THING AS HE THAT RUNS THROUGH ALL THESE OPERATIONS. FOR, AS THE ROSARY OF THE PHILOSOPHERS [ROSARIUM PHILOSOPHORUM] SAITH; "THE INNER CLOTHES PRINCE DIVINICK, BEING SOILED BY SWEAT, ARE TO BE WASHED BY FIRE & BURNED IN WATERS, SO THAT FIRE & WATER SEEM TO HAVE INTERCHANGED THEIR MUTUAL QUALITIES, OR ELSE THE PHILOSOPHIC FIRE IS NOT TO BE SUPPOSED OF THE SAME KIND WITH THE COMMON FIRE;" & THE SAME THING IS TO BE SAID OF THE PHILOSOPHIC WATER. AS FOR THE CALC VIVE OR QUICKLIME & IGNIS GRAECUS, WE KNOW THAT THEY ARE KINDLED BY WATER & CANNOT BE EXTINGUISHED BY IT CONTRARY TO THE NATURE OF OTHER THINGS THAT WILL TAKE FIRE; SO, IT IS AFFIRMED THAT CAMPHOR OVER-KINDLED WILL BURN IN WATER. AND ANSEL. DE BOOD SAYS THAT THE STONE GAGATES BEING SET ON FIRE IS MORE EASILY QUENCHED BY OIL THAN WATER, FOR OIL WILL MINGLE WITH IT AND CHOKE THE FIERY BODY. WHEREAS WATER NOT BEING ABLE TO MIX WITH THE FATNESS YIELDS THE THE FIRE UNLESS IT TOTALLY COVERS & OVERWHELMS IT, WHICH IT CANNOT EASILY DO, BECAUSE ALTHOUGH IT BE A STONE, IT SWIMS UPON THE TOP OF THE WATER LIKE OIL; SO NAPTHA, PETROLEUM & THE LIKE ARE NOT EASILY QUENCHED BY WATER. SOME WRITE THAT THERE ARE SUBTERRANEAN COALS IN THE COUNTRY OF LIEGE WHICH, TAKING FIRE UNDER THE EARTH, CANNOT BE EXTINGUISHED BY WATER, BY BY EARTH THROWN IN UPON THEM. CORNELIUS TACITUS MENTIONS SUCH A SORT OF FIRE WHICH CANNOT BE QUENCHED BUT BY CLUBS & CLOTHES TAKEN FROM THE BODY & THROWN UPON IT. THERE IS, THEREFORE, GREAT DIVERSITY IN FIRES, BOTH IN THEIR BEING KINDLED & EXTINGUISHED, & THERE IS NO LESS IN LIQUORS, FOR MILK, VINEGAR, SPIRITS OF WINE, AQUA FORTIS, AQUA REGIA AND COMMON WATER DIFFER VERY MUCH WHEN THEY ARE THROWN UPON FIRE; SOMETIMES THE MATTER ITSELF WILL ENDURE FIRE, AS THOSE FINE LINEN CLOTHES WHICH WERE OF GREAT ESTEEM AMONG THE ANCIENTS & WERE CLEANED BY FIRE, THEIR DIRT BEING BURNED AWAY. WHAT IS SAID OF THE HAIRS OF A SALAMANDER, THAT THEY WILL MAKE THE WICK OF A LAMP THAT SHALL BE INCOMBUSTIBLE IS NOT TO BE CREDITED. BUT THERE ARE PERSONS WHO REALLY AFFIRM THAT THERE WAS A CONTEXTURE PREPARED FROM TALC, PLUMOUS ALUMINE & OTHER MATERIALS BY A CUNNING WOMAN OF ANTWERP WHICH SHE SAID TO CLEANSE BY FIRE, BUT THAT SHE OF ENVY SUFFERED THAT ART TO DIE WITH HER, & THE TEMPERAMENT COULD NEVER BE FOUND OUT AFTERWARDS. WE DO NOT SPEAK HERE OF COMBUSTIBLE MATTERS. THE PHILOSOPHICAL SUBJECT, WHENEVER IT IS PREPARED, MUST BE CONSIDERED UNDER ALL THESE DIFFERENCES, FOR THEIR FIRE, WATER & MATTER ITSELF IS NOT COMMON. BUT THEIR FIRE IS WATER & THEIR WATER IS FIRE. THEIR WATER AT THE SAME TIME WASHES & CALCINES, & SO DOES THEIR FIRE.; & THE CLOTHES WHICH MUST BE WASHED HAVE THE SAME NATURE WITH THE FINE LINEN BEFORE MENTIONED OR TALK PREPARED; BUT THE TEMPERING OF IT & THE ART IN ITS PREPARATION IS NOT KNOWN TO EVERYONE. FOR THE WASHING OF THIS LINEN, A LYE MUST BE MADE, NOT OF OAK ASHES OR THEIR SALT, BUT FROM METALS, WHICH IS MORE DURABLE THAN ANY OTHER; AND IT MUST NOT BE COMMON WATER, BUT WATER CONGEALED INTO ICE & SNOW UNDER THE SIGN AQUARIUS, FOR THIS HAS FINER PARTICLES THAN THE STANDING WATERS OF FENS AND MARSHES, & CONSEQUENTLY CAN BETTER PENETRATE INTO THE RECESSES OF THE PHILOSOPHIC BODY TO WASH AND PURGE IT FROM FILTH & BLACKNESS.
EMBLEM 4TH
CONJUNGE FRATREM CUM SORORE
& PROPINA ILLIS POCULUM AMORIS:
(JOIN THE BROTHER & THE SISTER
& DRINK TO 'EM IN THE BOWL OF LOVE.)
EPIGRAM 4TH
NON HOMINUM FORET IN MUNDO NUNC TANTA PROPAGO,
SI FRATRI CONJUNX NON-DATA PRIMA SOROR.
ERGO LUBENS CONJUNGE DUOS AB UTROQUE PARENTE
PROGENITOS, UT SINT FAEMINA MASQUE TORO.
PRAEBIBE NECTAREO PHILOTHESIA PÔCLA LIQUORE
UTRISQUE, & FAETUS SPEM GENERABIT AMOR.
DISCOURSE 4TH
DIVINE & HUMAN LAWS PROHIBIT THOSE PERSONS TO INTERMARRY WHO ARE JOINED BY NATURE IN TOO NEAR DEGREES OF BLOOD, WHETHER IN A LINE ASCENDING, DESCENDING, OR COLLATERAL, & THAT FOR VERY JUST REASONS. BUT WHEN PHILOSOPHERS SPEAK OF THE MARRIAGE OF A MOTHER WITH HER SON, A FATHER WITH HIS DAUGHTER, OR A BROTHER WITH HIS SISTER, THESE NEITHER SPEAK NOR ACT AGAINST THE LAWS BEFORE MENTIONED, BECAUSE THE SUBJECTS DISTINGUISH THE ATTRIBUTES, & THE CAUSE THE EFFECTS. FOR THE PERSONS OF WHOM THE PHILOSOPHERS SPEAK ARE AS MUCH AT LIBERTY AS THE SONS & DAUGHTERS OF ADAM, WHO INTERMARRIED WITHOUT THE IMPUTATION OF ANY CRIME. THE CHIEFEST REASON SEEMS TO BE THAT THE HUMAN RACE MIGHT BE MORE STRICTLY UNITED & ASSOCIATED BY AFFINITY & FRIENDSHIP, & NOT BE DIVIDED BY ENMITIES & HEREDITARY FACTIONS OF FAMILIES. SO, NOTHING HINDERED THE SONS & DAUGHTERS OF ADAM, THOUGH BROTHERS & SISTERS, TO BE JOINED IN MARRIAGE, FOR MANKIND DID EXIST IN THEM ALONE & THEIR PARENTS, & THEREFORE, ALTHOUGH THEY WERE ALLIED IN BLOOD, YET WERE THEY TO BE JOINED IN AFFINITY. BUT THE NUMBER OF MEN INCREASING & BEING DISTRIBUTED INTO INNUMERABLE FAMILIES, THE TRUE & JUST CAUSE WAS FOUND, WHY BROTHERS & SISTERS SHOULD NOT MARRY. THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE A DIFFERENT REASON WHY THE BROTHER SHOULD MARRY THE SISTER, WHICH IS THE SIMILITUDE OF THEIR SUBSTANCE, THAT LIKE MAY BE JOINED TO ITS LIKE. OF THIS KIND, THERE ARE TWO WHICH ARE ALIKE IN SPECIE BUT DIFFERENT IN SEX. ONE OF WHICH IS CALLED THE BROTHER, THE OTHER THE SISTER. THESE THEREFORE BEING IN THE SAME LIBERTY & CONDITION AS THE FIRST KINDRED OF MEN, ARE LAWFULLY INDEED, & BY AN INEVITABLE NECESSITY TO BE JOINED TOGETHER IN MATRIMONY. THE BROTHER IS HOT & DRY, & THEREFORE VERY CHOLERICK. THE SISTER IS COLD & MOIST, HAVING MUCH PHLEGMATICK MATTER IN HER. WHICH TWO NATURES, SO DIFFERENT IN THEIR TEMPER, AGREE BEST IN FRUITFULNESS, LOVE, & PROPAGATION OF CHILDREN. FOR AS FIRE WILL NOT EASILY BE STRUCK OUT OF THE HARDEST BODIES, STEEL & STEEL, NOR OUT OF THOSE BRITTLE BODIES, FLINT & FLINT, BUT FROM THE HARD & BRITTLE, THAT IS, STEEL & FLINT, SO NEITHER FROM A BURNING MALE & FIERY FEMALE, NOR FROM BOTH OF 'EM BEING COLD (FOR COLD IS THE UNFRUITFULNESS OF THE MALE) CAN A LIVING OFFSPRING BE PRODUCED. BUT HE MUST BE HOT & SHE MORE-COLD THAN HE, FOR IN HUMAN TEMPERAMENT, THE HOTTEST WOMAN IS COLDER THAT THE COLDEST MAN, SUPPOSING HIM TO BE IN HEALTH, AS LEVINUS SEMNIUS, IN HIS BOOK OF THE HIDDEN MIRACLES OF NATURE AFFIRMS. THE SISTER, THEREFORE, & BROTHER ARE RIGHTLY JOINED BY THE PHILOSOPHERS. IF A MAN DESIRE OFFSPRING FROM A HEN, BITCH, OR EWE, OR OTHER ANIMAL, HE JOINS IT TO A COCK, DOG, OR RAM, EVERY ANIMAL TO THAT SPECIES TO WHICH IT IS MOST LIKE, & SO HE OBTAINS HIS END. FOR HE DOES NOT REGARD THE CONSANGUINITY OF THESE BRUTES, BUT THE GENEROSITY OF EACH & AGREEMENT OF THEIR NATURES. THE SAME MAY BE SAID OF THE BODY OF A TREE & THE HIP THAT IS TO BE INGRAFTED INTO IT. SO, THE METALLIC NATURE, WHICH ABOVE ALL THINGS HAS A LIKENESS OR HOMOGENEITY OF SUBSTANCE, DESIRES ITS LIKE WHEN ANY THING IS TO BE JOINED TO IT. BUT THE BROTHER & SISTER BEING MARRIED WILL NOT BE FRUITFUL OR LONG PERSIST IN THEIR LOVE, UNLESS A PHILOTHESIUM OR CUP OF LOVE BE DRUNK TO 'EM AS A PHILTRE. FOR BY THIS, THEIR MINDS BEING COMPOSED & UNITED, THEY BECOME DRUNK, & (LIKE LOT) ALL SHAME BEING BANISHED, THEY ARE JOINED & PRODUCE AN OFFSPRING THAT IS SPURIOUS BUT LEGITIMATE. WHO CAN BE IGNORANT THAT MANKIND IS VERY MUCH OBLIGED TO MEDICINE, & THAT THERE ARE THOUSANDS OF PERSONS IN THE WORLD WHO HAD NOT EXISTED UNLESS THEIR PARENTS HAD BEEN FREED FROM BARRENNESS, EITHER BY REMOVING THE CAUSE, OR TAKING AWAY THE IMPEDIMENT, EITHER NEAR OR REMOTE, AND PRESERVING THE MOTHER FROM ABORTION. THEREFORE, THE CUP OF LOVE IS GIVEN TO THE NEW-MARRIED PAIR FOR THESE REASONS WHICH ARE THREE: THE CONSTANCY OF LOVE, THE REMOVAL OF BARRENNESS, & THE HINDRANCE OF ABORTION.
EMBLEM 5TH
APPONE MULIERI SUPER MAMMAS BUFONEM,
UT ABLACTET EUM, & MORIATUR MULIER,
SITQUE BUFO GROSSUS DE LACTE.
(PUT A TOAD TO THE WOMAN'S BREAST,
THAT SHE MAY SUCKLE HIM 'TILL SHE DIES,
& HE BECOME GROSS WITH HER MILK.)
EPIGRAM 5TH
FOEMINEO GELIDUS PONATUR PECTORE BUFO,
INSTAR UT INFANTIS LACTEA POCLA BIBAT.
CRESCAT & IN MAGNUM VACUATA PER UBERA TUBER,
ET MULIER VITAM LIQUERIT AEGRA SUAM.
INDE TIBI FACIES MEDICAMEN NOBILE, VIRUS
QUOD FUGET HUMANO CORDE, LEVÉTQUE LUEM.
DISCOURSE 5TH
THE WHOLE BODY OF PHILOSOPHERS AGREE IN THIS, THAT THEIR WORK IS NOTHING ELSE BUT MALE & FEMALE; THE MAN'S PART IS TO GENERATE, & GOVERN THE WIFE, & HER PART IS TO CONCEIVE, IMPREGNATE, BRING FORTH, SUCKLE & EDUCATE THE OFFSPRING, & BE SUBJECT TO THE COMMANDS OF HER HUSBAND. FOR, AS SHE NOURISHES THE CONCEIVED EMBRYO BEFORE IT IS BROUGHT FORTH WITH HER BLOOD, SO SHE DOES AFTERWARDS WITH HER MILK. HENCE, NATURE HAS PREPARED FOR THE TENDER INFANT A DIGESTIBLE & WELL-PROPORTIONED NUTRIENT IN THE MOTHER'S BREASTS, WHICH WAITS FOR HIS COMING AS HIS FIRST PROVISION & SUSTENANCE IN HIS COURSE OF LIFE. BY MILK THEREFORE HE IS NOURISHED, GROWS, & IS INCREASED 'TILL HE BE FURNISHED WITH TEETH, HIS FIT INSTRUMENTS TO EAT BREAD WITHAL. THEN HE IS PROPERLY WEANED, BECAUSE NATURE HAS PROVIDED HIM MORE SOLID FOOD. BUT HERE THE PHILOSOPHERS SAY THAT A TOAD MUST BE PUT TO THE WOMAN'S BREASTS, THAT SHE MAY NOURISH HIM AS AN INFANT WITH HER MILK. THIS IS A MISERABLE & HORRID SPECTACLE, & INDEED, AN IMPIOUS THING, THAT MILK DESIGNED FOR AN INFANT SHOULD BE GIVEN TO A TOAD, BEING A VENOMOUS BEAST & CONTRARY TO THE NATURE OF MAN. WE HAVE HEARD & READ OF SERPENTS AND DRAGONS SUCKING THE TEATS OF COWS, & TOADS PERHAPS MIGHT DO THE LIKE IF THEY COULD GAIN AN OPPORTUNITY. THERE IS A NOTED STORY OF A TOAD THAT FIXED HIMSELF UPON THE MOUTH & OUTSIDE OF THE LIPS OF A COUNTRY MAN THAT WAS ASLEEP, & COULD NOT BE REMOVED BY ANY CONTRIVANCE UNLESS BY VIOLENCE, WHICH COULD NOT BE ATTEMPTED WITHOUT THE HAZARD OF THE MAN'S LIFE, FOR HE WOULD THEN HAVE SPIT HIS POISON, WHICH HE USES AS HIS OFFENSIVE & DEFENSIVE WEAPON. A REMEDY WAS FOUND FOR THIS MISERABLE MAN, FROM THAT ANTIPATHY WHICH THE SPIDER BEARS FOR THE TOAD, FOR THEY HATE ONE THE OTHER MORTALLY. HE WAS CARRIED TO THE PLACE WHERE AN OVERGROWN SPIDER HAD MADE HIS WEB, WHO, AS SOON AS HE SAW THE TOAD, HE LET HIMSELF DOWN UPON HIS BACK & PINCHED HIM WITH HIS STING; BUT THIS DOING NO HURT, THE SPIDER CAME DOWN THE SECOND TIME, & STRUCK HIM MORE VIOLENTLY, UPON WHICH THE TOAD IMMEDIATELY SWELLED & FELL DEAD FROM THE MAN'S MOUTH WITHOUT ANY HARM TO HIM. BUT HERE THE CONTRARY HAPPENS, BECAUSE THE TOAD DOES NOT SEIZE THE MOUTH, BUT THE BREAST OF THE WOMAN, BY WHOSE MILK HE INCREASES SO MUCH THAT HE BECOMES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY STRENGTH & BIGNESS; BUT THE WOMAN, HAVING HER SPIRITS EXHAUSTED, CONSUMES & DIES, FOR POISON IS EASILY COMMUNICATED TO THE HEART BY THE PECTORAL VEINS, & INFECTS & DESTROYS IT, AS IT IS EVIDENT IN CLEOPATRA, WHO APPLIED VIPERS TO HER BREASTS, THAT BY A VOLUNTARY DEATH SHE MIGHT PREVENT HER COMING INTO THE HANDS OF HER ENEMIES & BEING LED IN TRIUMPH BY THEM. [IN MARGIN: 'THEOPHILUS IN TURBA MAKES MENTION OF A DRAGON JOINED TO A WOMAN.'] BUT, LEST ANY MAN SHOULD THINK THE PHILOSOPHERS SO CRUEL AS TO FASTEN A VENOMOUS REPTILE TO A WOMAN'S BREAST, IT MUST BE KNOWN THAT THIS TOAD IS THE OFFSPRING OR SON OF THIS WOMAN, BROUGHT FORTH BY A MONSTROUS BIRTH, & THEREFORE BY NATURAL RIGHT MUST BE FED WITH HIS MOTHER'S MILK, & THAT IT IS NOT THE SON'S DESIRE THAT HIS MOTHER SHOULD DIE; FOR HE COULD NOT INFECT HIS MOTHER, SEEING HE WAS FORMED IN HER BOWELS & NOURISHED WITH HER BLOOD 'TILL THE TIME OF HIS BIRTH. IT IS INDEED A THING OMINOUS FOR A TOAD TO BE BORN OF WOMAN, WHICH IN OUR KNOWLEDGE HATH HAPPENED OTHERWISE: WILLIAM OF NEWBERRY, AN ENGLISH WRITER, SAITH (HOW TRULY LET OTHERS JUDGE) THAT IN A CERTAIN QUARRY IN THE DIOCESE OF VINTONIA, A GREAT STONE BEING SPLIT, THERE WAS A LIVING TOAD FOUND IN IT, WITH A GOLDEN CHAIN, & IT WAS BY THE BISHOP'S COMMAND, HIDDEN IN THE SAME PLACE & BURIED IN PERPETUAL DARKNESS, LEST IT MIGHT BEAR AN ILL OMEN WITH IT. SUCH ALSO IS THIS TOAD, FOR IT IS EMBELLISHED, ALTHOUGH NOT OUTWARDLY, WITH AN ARTIFICIAL CHAIN, BUT INWARDLY WITH NATURAL GOLD, TO WIT: THAT OF THE STONE WHICH SOME CALL BORAX, CHELONITUS, BATRACHITES, CRAPAUDINA, & GARATRONIUM, FOR THIS FAR EXCELS GOLD IN VIRTUE AGAINST THE POISON OF ALL ANIMALS, & IS COMMONLY SET IN GOLD AS A CASE OR COVER, THAT IT MAY NOT BE HURT OR LOST. REGULARLY IT OUGHT TO BE HAD OUT OF AN ANIMAL. BUT IF THE STONE BE TAKEN OUT OF SUBTERRANEAN CAVERNS, AS IT IS COMMONLY, IT MAY BE NEATLY CONTRIVED IN THAT SHAPE & USED INSTEAD OF IT, BEING CHOSEN FROM THE BEST MINERALS & MOST RELEVANT TO THE HEART. FOR IN THESE THE PHILOSOPHICAL TOAD IS REALLY FOUND, NOT IN THE QUARRY (AS THAT FABULOUS AUTHOR ASSERTS), & HAS GOLD IN ITSELF, THOUGH ITS POMP DOES NOT OUTWARDLY APPEAR. FOR TO WHAT END SHOULD A TOAD ADORN HIMSELF, SEEING HE LURKS IN DARKNESS & SECRET PLACES? PERHAPS THAT HE MIGHT BE VERY MAGNIFICENTLY ACCOSTED BY THE BEETLE, IF BY CHANCE HE SHOULD MEET HIM IN THE TWILIGHT. WHAT SUBTERRANEAN GOLDSMITH SHOULD MAKE HIM THAT GOLDEN CHAIN? PERHAPS THAT FATHER OF THE GREEN CHILDREN, THAT CAME OUT OF THE LAND OF ST. MARTIN, OR RATHER FROM THE EARTH ITSELF, AS THE TWO DOGS CAME OUT OF A QUARRY, ACCORDING TO THE SAME AUTHOR.
AN ALCHEMICAL MASS
THE MISTERY OF ALCHYMISTS
WHEN SOL IN ARIES AND PHOEBUS SHINES BRIGHT,
THE ELEMENTS REVIVING THE NEW YEAR SPRINGING
THE SON BY HIS VERTUE GIVES NATURE & LIGHT,
AND MOYSTURE REFRESHETH ALL THINGS GROWING:
IN THE SEASON OF THE YEARE WHEN THE SUN WAXETH WARME,
FRESHLY AND FRAGRANTE THE FLOWERS DOE GROW,
OF NATURES SUBTILL WORKING WE CANNOT DISCERNE,
NOR YET BY OUR REASON WE CAN IT NOT KNOW,
IN FOURE ELEMENTS IS COMPREHENDED THINGS THREE,
ANIMALLS, VEGETABILLS, MINERALLS MUST BE,
OF THIS IS OUR PRINCIPLE THAT WE MAKE OUR STONE,
QUALITY AND QUANTITY IS UNKNOWNE TO MANY ONE.
   QUALITY (FATHER) WOULD I FAINE KNOW, SON.
OF WHAT NATURE IT IS AND WHAT IT HATH IN HIS KINDE.
   AS COLOURS DIVERS WHICH ON THE GROUND DO GROW, FATHER.
KEEP WELL THIS SECRET (SON) AND MARKE IT IN THY MINDE.
   WITHOUT PROPORTION (FATHER) HOW SHOULD I IT KNOW, SON.
THIS WORKING NOW IS FAR FROM MY MINDE
   NATURE AND KINDE (SON) TOGETHER DO GROW, FATHER.
QUALITY BY WAIGHT (SON) SHALT THOW NEVER FINDE.
   TO SEPARATE ELEMENTS (FATHER) I MUST NEEDES KNOW, SON.
EITHER IN PROPORTION WHICH BE MORE OR LESS.
   OUT OF OUR PRINCIPLE FOURE ELEMENTS THOU SHALT DRAW, FATHER.
THOU SHALT NEEDE NOTHING ELSE THAT NEEDEFULL IS;
OUR PRINCIPLE IN QUALITY IS SO PERFECTLY MIXED,
BY VERTUE OF THE SON AND HIS QUALITY,
SO EQUALLY JOYNED, SO WELL MIXED MAY BE.
   THIS PRINCIPLE (FATHER) IS BUT ONE THING, SON.
GOOD (FATHER) TEL ME WHERE IT DOTH GROW.
   IN EVERY PLACE (SON) YOU SHALL HIM WELL FINDE, FATHER.
BY TAST AND BY COLOUR THOU SHALT HIM WELL KNOW;
FOWLE IN THE AYER WITH IT DOE FLY,
AND FISHES DOE SWIM THERE WITH IN THE SEA,
WITH REASON OF ANGELS YOU MAY IT DISERNE,
BOTH MAN AND WOMAN TO GOVERNE,
WITH OUR FIXED BODY (SON) WE MUST THUS BEGIN.
OF HIM MAKE MERCURY AND WATER CLEARE,
MAN AND WOMAN IS THEM WITHIN,
MARRIED TOGETHER BY VERTUE OF OUR FIRE,
THE WOMAN IN HE WORKING IS FULL WILD,
BE WELL AWARE SHE GOE NOT OUT;
TILL SHE HAVE CONCEIVED AND BORNE A CHYLDE,
THEN ALL HIS KIN ON HIM SHAL LOUT;
IN THEIR WORKES THEY BE UNSTABLE,
THE ELEMENTS THEY BE SO RAW;
AND THEIR COLOUR SO VARIABLE,
AS SOMETYME LIKE THE HEAD OF A CROW,
WHEN HE IS BLACK YE MAY WELL LIKE,
PUTREFACTION MUST GO BEFORNE,
AFTER BLACKE HE WILBE WHITE,
THEN THANK YE GOD THE CHYLD IS BORNE.
THIS CHYLD IS BOTH KING AND EMPEROUR,
THROUGH HIS REGION BOTH FAR AND NEERE;
ALL THE WORLD DOTH HIM HONOUR,
BY THE VERTUE HE HATH TAKEN OF THE FIRE:
HIS FIRST VERTUE IS WHITE AND PURE,
AS ANY CHRISTALL SHINING CLEERE,
OF WHITE TINCTURE THEN BE YOU SURE;
BY VERTUE TAKEN OF OUR FIRE,
HIS FIRST VESTURE THAT IS SO WHITE,
BETOKENETH HIS VIRGINITY,
A SIMILITUDE EVEN THERETO LIKE,
AND ACCORDING TO THE TRINITY:
OUR MEDICEN IS MADE OF THINGS THREE,
AGAINST WHICH THE PHILOSOPHERS CANNOT SAY NAY,
THE FATHER, THE SONE IN ONE DEGREE,
CORPUS, SPIRITUS & ANIMA.
WHEN NATURE IS WITH NATURE, THOU MAYST FRUITE FINDE,
BY PROPORTION MORE OR LESSE,
IN PRACTICE HEREOF MANY MEN BE BLINDE,
BECAUSE THEY UNDERSTAND NOT WHAT NATURE IS;
HIS SECOND VESTURE AS GOLD IS RED,
IN HIS VESSEL BRIGHT SHINING,
A DAIDEM SET ON HIS HEAD,
RICHER THAN ANY EARTHLY THING.
HIS THIRD VESTURE IS PURPLE PURE,
LIKE SUN-BEAMES HE SHINETH BRIGHT AND CLERE,
OF RED TINCTURE THEN BE YOU SURE:
BY THE VERTUE HE HATH TAKEN OUR FIRE.
MY BELOVED SON I COMMAND THEE,
AS THOU WILT HAVE MY LOVE AND BLESSING,
THAT UNTO GOD KNEELE ON THY KNEE,
UNTO HIM GIVE LAUDE AND THANKEING;
FOR THEIS GUIFTS OF GRACE GEVEN UNTO THEE,
TO HAVE TREW KNOWLEDGE OF THIS WORTHY SCYENCE,
THAT MANY MEN SEEKE BY LAND AND SEA,
AND CANNOT FINDE IT FOR ANY EXPENCE:
I SHALL SHEW THEE MY SON A HID SECRET,
BEACAUSE THOU ART VERTUOUS IN THY LIVING,
OF ME ELSE SHOULDST THOU NEVER IT WEET,
AND FOR THOU ART WIFE IN THY COUNCELL KEEPING,
AND THEREFORE I CHARGE THEE ON MY BLESSING,
NOT TO SHEW IT TO ANY MAN LIVING,
FOR IT IS THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF OUR BLESSED STONE,
THROUGH WHICH OUR NOBLE WORKE IS RELEEVED,
NOTE WELL THAT I SHEW NOW TO THEE MY SON,
IF SULPHUR BE ABSENT OUR WORKE IS DEPRIVED;
OUR SULPHUR MY SON IS WATER AND FIRE,
CONSTRAINING THE BODY TILL IT BE DEAD,
OH HEM THOU HAST NEVER THY DESIRE,
TILL HE BE BLOE AS ANY LEAD,
AFTER ALL THIS HE DOTH REVIVE,
THAT IN HIS VESSEL BEFORE WAS DEAD;
I CAN NO BETTER IN MY REASON CONTRIVE,
THEN TO FIGURE HIM TO THE GREATE GOD HEAD. 
FOR AS THERE DYEDNO MORE THEN ONE,
HOWBEIT THAT THERE BE PERSONS THREE,
THE FATHER, THE SONE BY MIGHT IS ONE:
THE HOLY GHOST MAKE FULL OUR TRINITY:
A SIMILITUDE LIKE UNTO OUR STONE,
IN HIM BEN THINGS THREE WHICH BE CONCLUDED ALL IN ONE,
OUR SULPHUR IS LIKENED TO THE HOLY GHOST,
FOR HE IS QUICK, CALLED THE SPIRIT OF SLYFE,
IN HIS WORKING OF MIGHT HE IS MOST.
HE RAISETH OUR BODY FROM DEATH TO LYFE,
MANY (MY SON) WITH HIM DO RIFE,
THE HOLY GOSPELL THEREIN IS EXPERT,
THE NUMBER OF MY REASON CANNOT CONTRIVE,
MULTUM & QUANTUM FRUCTUM ADSERT:
I LIKEN OUR SULPHUR TO THE ADAMANT STONE,
THAT STEELE DRAWES TO HIM NATURALLY,
SO DOTH OUR SULPHUR THE WOMAN,
WHEN SHE FROM HER HUSBAND WOULD FLYE.
   I MUSE GREATLY (FATHER) AND MERVAILE IN MINDE, SON.
WHEREOF THIS STONE IS INGENDERED,
AND ALSO OF WHAT MANNER OF KINDE,
FOR I HAVE TRAVELED MANY A COUNTRY,
IN VALLIES LOW AND ON HILLS HIGH,
AND SPURRED THEREFORE OF FOES AND FREIND,
YET COULD I NEVER THAT SULPHUR SEE,
NOR IN ANY PLACE WAT I WHERE HIM TO FINDE.
   SON HE IS MADE OF THE ELEMENTS, FATHER.
THAT GOD HATH GIVEN BOTH SOULE AND LYFE,
FROM METTALL HE MAY NEVER BE ABSENT,
FOR HE RULES BOTH MAN AND WIFE.
   FATHER I PRAY YOU FOR CHARITY, SON.
WHERE SHALL I THIS SULPHUR FINDE,
FOR PERFECTLY I KNOW HIM NOT BY QUALITY,
NOR YET TO FORE KNOW HIM BY KINDE.
   IN OUR WATER SON KEEP THIS IN MINDE, FATHER.
FOR THERE HE WILL APPEAR AS WHITE AS SNOW.
   GRAMARCY FATHER TO ME YE BE FULL KINDE, SON.
FOR THROUGH YOUR TEACHING FULL WELL I IT KNOW,
NOW FATHER I PRAY YOU FOR CHARITY,
THE WHILE IT IS IN YOUR MINDE,
TO KEN THE RED SULPHUR THAT YOU WILL TEACH ME,
AND THEN I TRUST YOUR DOCTRINE TO FINDE.
   WHITE AND RED SON BE BOTH ONE IN KINDE, FATHER.
NOW HAST THOU ALL THY DESIRE,
KEEPE WELL THIS SECRET AND CLOSE IT IN THY MINDE,
HIS TINCTURE AND GROWING IS BY VERTUE OF OUR FIRE,
FOR IN OUR FIRE OUR STONE WILL GROW,
AND THERE HIS RICHES HE DOTH ENCREASE,
AND SO DOTH NO STONE THAT I DO KNOW,
THAT IN THE FIRE WILL PUT HIM IN PREASE;
WE LIKEN HIM THEREFORE UNTO THE SUN,
THAT TO ALL ELEMENTS GIVETH LIGHT.
NEVER SITH THE WORLD WAS BEGUN,
WAS ANY BUT HE OF SO MUCH MIGHT,
WERE HE NEVER OF SO HIGH DEGREE,
SAPHIR, DIAMOND OR EMARALD STONE,
THE TURCAS, OR THE RICH RUBY,
OF ALL VERTUOUS STONES SET OWER ALONE,
THE GREATEST CARBUNCLE THAT IS FULL OF LIGHT,
MAY NOT WITH OUR STONE COMPAIRE,
FOR IF THEY IN THE FIRE SHOULD FIGHT,
THE CARBUNCLE OF VERTUE SHOULD BE FULL BARE,
TO DESTROY OUR STONE, SON THAT WILL NOT BE,
THE ELEMENTS IN HIM BE SO EQUALL;
HE IS AN OYLE INCUMBUSTIBLE,
AND OF ALL THINGS MOST IMPERIALL.
   IN WHICH ELEMENTS (FATHER) IS OUR SULPHUR IN? SON.
IS HE IN ALL, OR IN ANY ONE?
   IN ALL (SON) HE NEEDES MUST BE, FATHER.
FOR SEPERATION OF ELEMENTS MAKE WE NONE,
SULPHUR IN ELEMENTS SON WE MAY NOT SEE,
BY NATURE IN THEM HE IS SO PRIVILY MIXED,
IN ELEMENTS HE IS A QUALITY,
OUR STONE WILL NEVER ELSE BE PERFECTLY FIXED.
QUALITY (SON) GROWES ALSO IN FIRE,
BETWIXT THE WHITE STONE AND THE REDD,
FOR MANY COLOURS THERE WILL APPERE,
WHILE THE TYME THE WOMAN BE DEAD.
   FATHER MUST THE WOMAN NEEDES BE DEAD? SON.
   OUR STONE ELSE MY SON WILL NEVER BE REDD, FATHER.
FOR WHEREAS A WOMAN IS IN PRESENCE,
THERE IS MUCH MOYSTURE AND ACCIDENCE,
WETNES AND HUMOURS IN HER BE,
THE WHICH WOULD DROWN'D OUR QUALITY;
PERCEIVE WELL (SON) BY NOAHS FLOOD,
TO MUCH MOYSTURE WAS NEVER GOOD.
LIKE AS QUALITY IS HID IN QUANTITY,
SO MUST OUR ERTH IN WATERS BE,
THE RICHES IN HIM THOU SHALT FINDE,
AFTER ALTERATION OF KINDE,
HIS OYLE IN HIM IS CONGELATE,
THIS MAKES OUR BODY LIQUEFACT,
SULPHUR AND OYLE ALL OF ONE KINDE,
WHICH MAKES OURE STONE RICH AND COULORING,
I CANNOT TELL THEE SON A RICHER THING,
THEN HE IS IN THE FIRE DURING,
THE FIRE TO HIM MAY DO NO WRONG,
SULPHUR OF NATURE MAKES HIM SO STRONG.
   HOW TO MAKE OUR STONE (FATHER) I WOULD FAINE KNOW. SON.
   IN SOFT HEATES MY (SON) ELEMENTS WILL MEETE, FATHER.
HAST NOT TO FAST WHILST THEY BE RAWE,
IN THE VESSELL (SON) THE BETTER THOU SHALT HIM KEEPE,
RULE WELL THE FIRE AND BEWARE OF THE LAWE,
SHUT WELL THE VESSELL FOR GOING FORTH OF THE SPIRIT;
SOE SHALL YOU ALL THINGS THE BETTER KEEPE;
FOR HOW TO GET HIM AGAINE IT IS STRANGE TO KNOW,
IT IS HARD FOR SOME MEN TO MAKE ELEMENTS MEETE,
KEEPE WELL THIS SECRET SON AND GOD DAILY PRAISE,
PUT INTO THT VESSELL WATER CLEARE,
AND SET IT IN FIRE FULL FORTY DAYES,
AND THEN IN THE VESSELL BLACKNESS WILL APPEARE,
WHEN THAT HE IS BLACK HE WILL CHANGE TYTE,
MANY COLERS IN HIM THEN WILL APPEARE,
FROM COULOUR TO COLOUR TILL IT BE WHITE,
THE IT IS TYME SON TO CHANGE THE FIRE,
AND MELT THE HEAT TO YOUR DESIRE,
AND IF YOU WILL HAVE HIM WHITE STILL,
THEN MUST YOU YOUR MEDICINE APPLY,
A DRY FIRE PUT HIM TILL,
AND A MOYST FIRE NATURALLY,
TILL HE BE MADE FIXED,
FOR TO TAKE MERCURY BEFORE HIS FLIGHT,
AS HE IS BY NATURE PRIVILY MIXED,
OF FUSION THEN HE SHALBE LIGHT,
AND IF YOU TO HIS PROPORTION TAKE,
FINE LUNA THEN WILL HE MAKE,
SO MICLE OF PIERCING WILL HE BE,
BOTH FLUXIBLE WITH PENETRABILITIE;
AND (SON) IF THOU WILT HAVE THY MEDICINE RED,
IN A DRY FIRE THOU SHALT HIM KEEPE,
EVER STILL IN ONE STEED,
THAT NEVER YOUR VESSELL COME TO WET.
   SO HARD, SO HEAVY AND SO PEIRCING, SON.
(FATHER) THIS A WONDEROUS THING,
SO HOT, SO MOYST, SO LIGHT, SO WET,
THIS GREATE SECRET FATHER WILL I KEEPE,
SO WHITE, SO RED, SO PROFITABLE,
OF ALL STONES MOST INCOMPARABLE.
   HE MAY DO MORE THAN ANY KING, FATHER.
HE IS SO RICH SON IN HIS WORKING,
GOULD AND SILVER MEN WOULD FAINE HAVE,
POORE AND RICH FOR IT DO CRAVE,
THAY THAT OF IT HAVE MOST ABOUNDANCE,
OF THE PEOPLE HAVE MOST OBAISANCE,
TO SERVE THEM BOTH DAY AND NIGHT,
AND IN THE FEELD WILL FOR IT FIGHT,
THEREFORE SON UPON MY BLESSING,
KEEPE SECRETLY THIS PRECIOUS CUNNING,
OF THY COUNCELL MAKE NEITHER KING NOR KNIGHT,
IF THEY KNEW THEY WOULD SET IT LIGHT;
FOR WHEN THEY HAVE WHAT THEY WILL,
GOD'S CURSE WIL COME THEY SAY THE UNTILL,
FOR HAD I WIST AND HAD I WEND,
THAT COMMETH EVERMORE BEHINDE,
OUR MERCURY MY (SON) IS WHITE AND THIN,
IN OUR VESSELL SHINIMG BRIGHT AND CLEERE,
OUR SULPHUR IS IN HIM WITHIN,
BURNING HIM MORE THEN OUR DRY FIRE,
HE FIXES HIM MORE IN ONE YEARE,
BY HIS NATURALL WORKING I UNDERSTAND,
THEN DOTH THE SONNE BY HIS DRY FIRE,
THE YEARS A LONG THOUSAND,
IN SHORT SPACE WE MAY HAVE DONE,
WHEN OUR MEDICINE THOU WILT ASSAY,
THOU MAIST MAKE BOTH SOL AND LUNE,
IN LESSE SPACE THEN IN ONE DAY.
   FATHER IS IT WATER IN THE WELL SPRINGING, SON.
OR IS IT THE WATER IN THE RIVER RUNNING?
OTHER WATER (FATHER) CAN I NOT FINDE.
   NOE (SON) IT IS OF ANOTHER KINDE,
HOWBEIT IT IS WATER CLEERE,
OUR SULPHUR IN HIM IS SOE CLEVING,
HE MAY NOT BE DEPARTED BY ANY FIRE,
I TELL THEE THE THROATH IN THIS THING.
   BY NO FIRE (FATHER) HOW MAY THAT BE? SON.
   FIRE HE IS EVER BRENNING, FATHER.
OUR SULPHUR IS MADE OF THE SUN AND SUCH HUMIDITY
THAT IN THE FIRE HE IS EVER DURING.
   THE TYME OF OUR WORKING WOULD I KNOW, SON.
IN WHAT SPACE MIGHT BE MADE OUR STONE,
BY CORNE AND FRUT (SON) THOU MAIST IT WEL KNOW.
ONCE IN A YEARE IT IS AFORE THEE DONE;
THE SUN IN THE ZODIAK ABOUT DOTH GONNE,
THOUGH THE TWELVE SIGNES ONCE IN A YEARE,
SOE LONG IT IS ERE WE CAN MAKE OUR STONE.
   HASTE NOT TOO FAST BUT RULE WELL THY FIRE, FATHER.
THE VERTUE OF OUR STONE FEW MEN CAN TELL,
THE ELEMENTS IN HIM BE SO MIGHTY,
ABOUNDANCE OF TREASURE IN HIM DO DWELL;
FOR IN RICHES ALL STONES EXCEEDS HE.
ROSARIUM PHILOSOPHORUM (PART 1)
THEY WHO DESIRE TO HAVE THE MOST-TRUE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GREATER SCIENCE OF THE PHILOSOPHICAL ART, LET THEM DILIGENTLY PERUSE THIS LITTLE BOOK AND OFTEN TIMES READ IT OVER AND THEY SHALL OBTAIN THEIR PROSPEROUS AND WISHED DESIRE. LISTEN TO THESE THINGS, YOU CHILDREN OF THE ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS, I WILL SPEAK IN THE LOUDEST AND HIGHEST VOICE I CAN, FOR I COME UNTO YOU TO OPEN AND DECLARE THE PRINCIPAL STATE OF HUMAN THINGS AND THE MOST SECRET TREASURE OF ALL THE SECRETS OF THE WHOLE WORLD. I WILL NOT DO IT FEIGNEDLY AND ERRONEOUSLY BUT ALTOGETHER PLAINLY AND TRULY, WHEREFORE USE YOU TOWARDS ME SUCH DEVOTION OF HEARING AS I SHALL BRING UNTO YOU MAGISTERY OF DOCTRINE AND WISDOM, FOR I WILL SHOW YOU A TRUE TESTIMONY OF THOSE THINGS WHICH I HAVE SEEN WITH MY OWN EYES AND FELT WITH MY HANDS. THERE ARE MANY MEN TOO FORWARD AS DECEITFUL BOASTERS WHICH AFTER GREAT EXPENSES AND LABOURS, FIND OUT NO EFFECT BUT MISERY. I WILL THEREFORE SPEAK PLAINLY AND MANIFESTLY SO THAT THE UNSKILLFUL, AS THOSE THAT ARE EXPERT AND SKILFUL, SHALL BE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THE SECRET OF THIS MYSTERY. NEITHER SHALL ANY MAN JUSTLY USE SLANDEROUS AND BLASPHEMOUS WORDS AGAINST ME, FOR SEEING THAT THE ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS HAVE WRITTEN SO OBSCURELY AND CONFUSEDLY THAT THEY ARE NOT UNDERSTOOD, NOR SEEM NOT TO AGREE TOGETHER, BECAUSE DIVERSE MEN SEARCHING AFTER THIS MOST PRECIOUS ART HAVE EITHER BEEN DECEIVED OR TERRIFIED FROM THEIR PURPOSE, THEREFORE WITHOUT ALL DECEIT OR OBSCURITY, I WILL PLAINLY SET DOWN THE TRUE EXPERIMENT BEFORE YOUR EYES, TOGETHER WITH THE OPINIONS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, SERVING WELL FOR OUR PURPOSE THAT THE MATTER WHEREOF WE ENTREAT MAY BE MANIFEST AND PLAINLY UNDERSTOOD. FIRST, WE MUST NOTE THAT ALL MEN WHICH WORK BEYOND NATURE ARE DECEIVERS AND WORK IN AN UNLAWFUL MANNER. FURTHERMORE, OF MAN NOTHING IS BORN BUT MAN, AND OF A BRUTE BEAST NOTHING BUT A BRUTE BEAST, AND EVERY LIKE BRINGETH FORTH NOTHING BUT HIS LIKE, WHEREFORE HE WHICH HAVE NOT OF HIS OWN, CANNOT AT HIS PLEASURE HAVE ANOTHER MAN'S. WE SPEAK THIS THAT NO MAN SHOULD LET HIS MONEY GO FROM HIM. FOR SOME MEN BEING DECEIVED BY LETTING THEIR MONEY PASS FROM THEM, AND SO LIVING IN PENURY, DO ALSO ENDEAVOUR TO SEDUCE OTHER MEN AND TO BRING THEM TO LIKE MISERY. BUT MY COUNSEL IS THAT NO MAN BE TOO FORWARD IN THIS ART, IN HOPE TO ATTAIN SOME GREAT MATTER, UNLESS HE KNOWS THE BEGINNING OF TRUE NATURE AND THE REGIMEN THEREOF, WHICH BEING KNOWN THERE IS NOT THEN ANY NEED OF MORE THINGS THAN ONE, NEITHER DOTH IT REQUIRE GREAT EXPENSES, BECAUSE IT IS ONE STONE, ONE MEDICINE, ONE VESSEL, ONE REGIMEN, AND ONE DISPOSITION, AND KNOW THIS: THAT IT IS A MOST TRUE ART. FURTHERMORE, THE PHILOSOPHERS WOULD NEVER HAVE LABOURED AND STUDIED TO EXPRESS SUCH DIVERSITIES OF COLOURS AND THE ORDER OF THEM UNLESS THEY HAD SEEN AND FELT THEM. WHEREFORE AGAIN WE SAY THIS, THAT ALL MEN LABOURING BEYOND NATURE ARE DECEIVERS AND DECEIVED. THEREFORE, LET YOUR EXERCISE AND LABOUR BE USED IN NATURE BECAUSE OUR STONE IS OF AN ANIMAL, OF A VEGETABLE, AND OF A MINERAL SUBSTANCE. BE THOU THEREFORE OF ONE MIND AND OPINION IN THE WORK OF NATURE AND PRESUME NOT TO TRY THIS THING HERE AND THAT THING ANOTHER TIME, FOR OUR ART IS NOT AFFECTED WITH THE MULTITUDE OF THINGS AND THOUGH THE NAMES THEREOF BE DIVERSE AND MANIFOLD, YET IT IS ALWAYS ONE ONLY THING AND OF ONE THING. FOR THAT IS NOT BROUGHT INTO NATURE WHICH BEING IN IT IS NOT OF ITS OWN NATURE, THEREFORE IT IS NECESSARY THAT THE AGENT AND PATIENT BE ONE THING, AND THE SAME THING IN KIND OR IN GENERAL, BUT IN SPECIES ANOTHER AND DIVERSE, ACCORDING TO MERCURY BY WHICH THE WOMAN IS DIVERSIFIED FROM THE MAN, BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH THEY AGREE IN ONE KIND, YET THEY HAVE A DISTINCT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEMSELVES, AS MATTER AND FORM DIFFER, FOR MATTER SUFFERS ACTION BUT FORM WORKS AND MAKES THE MATTER LIKE ITSELF. THEREFORE, MATTER NATURALLY DESIRES FORM, AS THE WOMAN DOES THE MAN, AND THE FOUL DOES THE FAIR, SO THE BODY EMBRACETH THE SPIRIT MORE FREELY THAT IT MAY COME TO ITS PERFECTION. THEREFORE, BY KNOWING THE NATURAL ROOTS YOU SHALL THE BETTER MAKE YOUR WORK OF THEM. BECAUSE I CANNOT ANY OTHER WAY EXPRESS OR EXPLAIN OUR STONE, NOR FORM IT BY ANY OTHER NAME, IT IS MANIFEST BY THAT WHICH WENT BEFORE, THAT OUR STONE IS COMPOUNDED OF FOUR ELEMENTS, BOTH RICH AND POOR HAVE IT, AND IT IS FOUND IN EVERY PLACE, IT IS LIKENED TO ALL THINGS AND IS ALSO COMPOUNDED OF BODY, SOUL AND SPIRIT AND IT IS ALTERED FROM NATURE INTO NATURE EVEN TO THE LAST DEGREE OF HIS PERFECTION. THEY HAVE ALSO SAID THAT OUR STONE IS MADE OF ONE THING AND IT IS TRUE FOR THE WHOLE MAGISTERY IS DONE WITH OUR WATER, FOR THAT WATER IS THE SPERM OF ALL METALS, AND ALL METALS ARE RESOLVED INTO IT, AS HAS BEEN DECLARED. LIKEWISE, THE SALT OF METALS IS THE STONE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, FOR OUR STONE IS A WATER CONGEALED INTO GOLD AND SILVER AND RESISTS THE FIRE AND IS RESOLVED AGAIN INTO ITS WATER OF WHICH IT IS COMPOUNDED IN ITS KIND. THEREFORE, THE REDUCTION OF BODIES INTO THEIR FIRST MATTER AS INTO ARGENT VIVE IS NOTHING ELSE BUT A RESOLUTION OF THE CONGEALED MATTER BY WHICH A LOCK IS OPENED BY THE INGRESSION OF ONE NATURE INTO ANOTHER. WHEREUPON, THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE SAID THAT SOL IS NOTHING ELSE BUT RIPENED ARGENT VIVE, FOR IN MERCURY THERE ARE BUT TWO ELEMENTS IN ACT, THAT IS TO SAY EARTH AND WATER WHICH ARE PASSIVES, BUT THE ACTIVE ELEMENTS AS AIR AND FIRE ARE IN THAT MIGHT AND POWER ONLY BECAUSE THOSE THINGS ARE BROUGHT FROM POWER INTO ACT IN PURE MERCURY ACCORDING TO DUE DIGESTION AND PROPORTIONABLE DECOCTION, THEN GOLD IS MADE. WHEREFORE THERE ARE FOUR ELEMENTS IN GOLD MADE FIT IN EQUAL PROPORTION AND THEREFORE RIPE AND ACTIVE SULPHUR IS THERE, AND OUR ART HELPETH NATURE BY HER MINISTERING RIPE GOLD TO MERCURY, IN WHICH IS RIPE AND WELL DIGESTED SULPHUR, BUT FROM NATURE BY THE WORK OF NATURE. ARNOLDUS: WHOSOEVER WOULD COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THIS ART AND IS NOT A PHILOSOPHER WILL PROVE A FOOL, BECAUSE THIS SCIENCE IS ONLY OF THE SECRETS OF PHILOSOPHERS. SENIOR: THIS ART IS RESERVED IN THE POWER OF GOD AND IS AN ENEMY TO THE LAY PEOPLE. GEBER: THEREFORE, THIS ART IS NOT NECESSARY FOR POOR AND NEEDY MEN BUT IS RATHER AN ENEMY TO THEM. ARISTOTLE IN THE SECOND BOOK OF HIS POLITICS: IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR A POOR MAN TO BE A PHILOSOPHER. THERE IS A DOUBLE WAY IN THIS ART ACCORDING TO THE PHILOSOPHERS, THAT IS - UNIVERSAL AND PARTICULAR. THE UNIVERSAL WAY IS EASY AND RARE, AND IT IS THAT WHICH IS BROUGHT FORTH FROM TRUE AND NATURAL BEGINNINGS, BY WHICH A SPEEDY AND REFORMATIVE VIRTUE DOTH PRESENTLY AND IN A MOMENT HARDENS MERCURY, AND IT TINCTURETH ANY METAL THAT IS DULY PREPARED, INTO TRUE GOLD OR SILVER. BUT THE SECOND WAY IS CALLED PARTICULAR AND IT IS HARD AND LABOURSOME. NOTE THIS, ALTHOUGH ALCHEMY IN THE UNIVERSAL WAY BE PARTLY NATURAL AND PARTLY ARTIFICIAL, YET IT IS MORE NATURAL THAN OTHERWISE, BECAUSE BY NATURE NO STRANGE OR FOREIGN THING IS BROUGHT IN THE WAY OF TRUE ALCHEMY, FOR NATURE HATH WHEREON TO WORK BECAUSE ACTIVES ARE JOINED TO PASSIVES BY A COMPETENT UNION AND APPLICATION, BUT THE REST NATURE WORKETH BY HERSELF. PLATO: OUR STONE IS A THING WHICH HATH NOT TOUCHED THE FIRE, NOR THE FIRE TOUCHED IT, FROM WHICH OUR MERCURY RISETH. THERE ARE THREE SORTS OF LABOURERS ACCORDING TO THE ART OF ALCHEMY, THAT IS THE ALCHIMIST, THE LAUCHIMIST, AND THE LACHRYMIST. NOT EVERY ONE WHO SAYETH "TAKE, TAKE", SHALL ENTER INTO THIS ART, BECAUSE IT IS ONE ONLY RECEIPT, AND ONE BODY ENTERETH NOT INTO ANOTHER. GRATIANUS: TAKE THIS AND THIS AND DO THUS AND THUS, AND YOU SHALL HAVE THIS, AND THIS IS A COMMON THING AMONG ALL PHILOSOPHERS. WHEREUPON THE PHILOSOPHER SAID, THE FIRST WORD, "TAKE, TAKE", HATH MADE MANY ERRORS, THEREFORE, THE FIRST WORK IS TO DISSOLVE THE MATTER OF THE STONE, THAT IS, NOT COMMON MERCURY. ARNOLDUS: FOOLS UNDERSTANDING THE SAYINGS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS ACCORDING TO THE LETTER DO FIND OUT NO TRUTH, AND THEY SAY IT IS A FALSE SCIENCE BECAUSE THEY HAVE TRIED IT AND FOUND NOTHING, AND THEN THEY BECOME AS MEN DESPERATE, CONDEMNING THIS SCIENCE AND DISPRAISING THE BOOKS THEREOF, AND THEREFORE THE SCIENCE MAKETH SMALL ACCOUNT OF THEM, BECAUSE OUR SCIENCE OF THE SECRETS OF NATURE HATH NO ENEMY BUT THE IGNORANT, ACCORDING TO THESE VERSES FOLLOWING: 
THIS STONE IS HAD IN SMALL REGARD 
WITH MEN OF SLENDER WIT 
BUT YET THE WISE AND LEARNED SORT 
MAKE GREAT ACCOUNT OF IT.
ALPHIDIUS: KNOW THIS, THAT GOD HATH NOT ORDAINED THIS STONE OF WHICH THIS GREAT SECRET ENTREATETH TO BE BOUGHT FOR A GREAT PRICE, FOR IT IS FOUND OUT BEING CAST IN THE WAY, AND MAY AS WELL BE HAD OF A POOR MAN AS OF A RICH MAN, THAT EVERY MAN MAY COME UNTO IT BY REASON AND KNOWLEDGE. ARGENT VIVE IS NOT THE STONE, WHEREUPON CONSTANTINUS SAITH "BECAUSE IT IS FUSIBLE, THEREFORE IT IS NOT THE STONE". ARGENT VIVE IS FIRE WHEREUPON THE PHILOSOPHER SAID, "KNOW THEREFORE THAT ARGENT VIVE IS FIRE AND BURNS BODIES MORE THAN FIRE." 
WE ARE THE BEGINNING AND FIRST NATURE OF METALS,
ART BY US MAKETH THE CHIEF TINCTURE.
THERE IS NO FOUNTAIN NOR WATER FOUND LIKE UNTO ME.
I HEAL AND HELP BOTH THE RICH AND THE POOR,
BUT YET I AM FULL OF HURTFUL POISON.
THE JUICES OF LUNARIA, AQUA VITAE, FIFTH ESSENCE, SPIRIT OF WINE, MERCURY VEGETABLE, ARE ALL ONE. THE JUICES OF LUNARIA IS MADE OF OUR WINE, WHICH THING IS KNOWN BUT TO FEW OF OUR CHILDREN, AND WITH IT IS OUR SOLUTION MADE, AND OUR POTABLE GOLD IS MADE, THAT BEING THE MEAN THEREOF AND CANNOT BE WITHOUT IT. FOR THE IMPERFECT BODY IS CONVERTED INTO THE FIRST MATTER, AND THOSE WATERS BEING CONJOINED WITH OUR WATER DO MAKE ONE PURE AND CLEAR WATER, PURIFYING ALL THINGS AND YET CONTAINING IN ITSELF ALL NECESSARY THINGS. AND THIS WATER OF WHICH AND WITH WHICH OUR MAGISTERY IS AFFECTED, IS BOTH DEAR AND CHEAP, FOR IT DISSOLVETH BODIES NOT WITH COMMON SOLUTION AS THE IGNORANT REPORT, WHICH CONVERTS THE BODY INTO CLOUD WATER, BUT BY THE TRUE PHILOSOPHICAL SOLUTION, IN WHICH THE BODY IS CHANGED INTO ITS FIRST WATER OF WHICH IT HATH BEEN FROM THE BEGINNING THIS SELF-SAME BODY. THAT IS, THE WATER TRANSFORMS BODIES INTO ASHES. BUT KNOW THIS, THAT THE ART OF ALCHEMY IS A GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST AND KNOW THAT IN OUR DAYS WE HAVE HAD MASTER ARNOLD DE VILLA NOVA IN THE ROMAN COURT, A GREAT PHYSICIAN AND DIVINE, WHO HATH ALSO BEEN A NOTABLE ALCHIMIST, WHO MADE SMALL WEDGES OF GOLD WHICH WEDGES HE GRANTED TO BE PUT TO ANY TRIAL. ARNOLDUS: LET THE ARTIFICERS OF ALCHEMY KNOW THIS, THAT THE FORMS OF METALS CANNOT BE TRANSMUTED UNLESS THEY BE REDUCED INTO THEIR FIRST MATTER, AND THEN THEY ARE TRANSMUTED INTO ANOTHER FORM THAN THAT WHICH THEY HAD BEFORE. AND THAT IS BECAUSE THE CORRUPTION OF ONE THING IS THE GENERATION OF ANOTHER THING, AS WELL IN ARTIFICIAL THINGS AS IN NATURAL THINGS. FOR ART IMITATES NATURE AND IN CERTAIN THINGS IT CORRECTETH IT AND EXCELLETH IT AS NATURE IS HELPED BY THE INDUSTRY OF THE PHYSICIAN. THE MIRROR: THEREFORE, USE NATURE WELL BECAUSE NATURE CANNOT BE AMENDED BUT IN ITS OWN NATURE, TO WHICH BRING IN NO FOREIGN THING, NEITHER POWDER, NOR ANY OTHER THING, BECAUSE DIVERSE NATURES DO NOT MAKE PERFECT THE STONE, NEITHER DOES THAT ENTER INTO IT WHICH IS NOT SPRUNG FROM IT. FOR IF ANY FOREIGN OR STRANGE THING BE PUT INTO IT, IT IS STRAIGHT CORRUPTED AND THAT WHICH IS SOUGHT SHALL NOT BE OBTAINED. WHEREUPON, I GIVE YOU TO UNDERSTAND THAT, UNLESS YOU TAKE LIKE THINGS IN THE BEGINNING OF THE DECOCTING AND GUIDE THEM SUBTLY UNTIL THEY ALL BE MADE WATER, TILL THEN YOU HAVE NOT FOUND OUT THE WORK. WHEREFORE, I WILL MAKE THE PRECIOUS SECRET KNOWN UNTO THE STUDENTS THEREOF, THEY THEY SHALL NOT BE WEARIED IN VAIN, BECAUSE THIS MAGISTERY IS NOTHING ELSE BUT TO DECOCT ARGENT VIVE AND SULPHUR, UNTIL THE ARGENT VIVE BE MADE ALL ONE, WHICH DEFENDETH THE SULPHUR FROM BURNING IF THE VESSEL BE WELL CLOSED, SO THAT THE ARGENT VIVE MAY NOT VANISH AWAY NOR THE SULPHUR BE BURNED OR CONSUMED, BECAUSE OUR ARGENT VIVE IS OUR PURE WATER. AND WE SEE THE EXAMPLE IN COMMON WATER, THAT EVERY THING WHICH IS DECOCTED IN IT IS NEVER BURNT TILL THE WATER IS CONSUMED AND THE FIRE BE VERY STRONG, AND WHEN THE WATER IS CONSUMED, THEN THAT WHICH IS IN THE VESSEL IS BURNT. AND THEREFORE, THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE WILLED US TO STOP THE MOUTH OF THE VESSEL CLOSE, THAT OUR BLESSED WATER BREATH NOT FORTH, BUT THAT IT MAY DEFEND THAT FROM BURNING WHICH IS IN THE VESSEL, BUT WATER BEING PUT WITH THESE THINGS DOTH FORBID THE FIRE TO BURN THEM, AND THEN THOSE THINGS ARE DONE AND MADE. AND THE GREATER THE FLAME IS, YET SO MUCH THE MORE BE HIDDEN IN THE INWARD PARTS, THAT IT BE NOT HURT BY THE HEAT OF THE FIRE. THE WATER RECEIVETH THEM IN HIS BELLY AND REPELLETH THE FLAME OF THE FIRE FROM THEM. BUT I WOULD WISH ALL THE SEARCHERS AFTER THIS ART, IN THE BEGINNING TO MAKE A SOFT FIRE, TILL PATIENCE BE MADE BETWEEN THE WATER AND THE FIRE, AND AFTER YOU SHALL SEE THE WATER FIXED WITHOUT ANY ASCENDING, THEN YOU NEED NOT CARE IN WHAT SORT THE FIRE BE, BUT YET IT IS GOOD TO GOVERN IT WITH PATIENCE, TILL THE SPIRIT AND BODY BE MADE ALL ONE, SO THAT THE CORPORATE BODIES BE MADE INCORPORATE, AND THE INCORPORATE BE MADE CORPORATE. THEREFORE, WATER IS THE THING WHICH MAKETH WHITE AND RED. IT IS THE WATER WHICH KILLETH AND REVIVETH. IT IS THE WATER WHICH BURNETH AND MAKETH HOT. IT IS THE WATER WHICH DISSOLVETH AND CONGEALETH. IT IS THE WATER WHICH PUTREFIETH AND AFTERWARDS CAUSETH NEW AND CONTRARY THINGS TO SPRING UP. WHEREFORE, MY SON, I COUNSEL THEE THAT ALL THY LABOUR AND DILIGENCE BE USED IN THE DECOCTING OF THE WATER. AND LET IT NOT BE IRKSOME UNTO THEE IF THOU DESIRE TO HAVE THE FRUIT THEREOF AND TAKE CARE FOR NO OTHER VAIN MATTERS, BUT FOR WATER ONLY. DECOCT THAT WATER BY LITTLE AND LITTLE, BY PUTREFYING UNTIL IT BE CHANGED FROM COLOUR INTO A PERFECT COLOUR, AND TAKE CARE THAT IN THE BEGINNING YOU BURN NOT THE FLOWERS AND GREENNESS THEREOF, AND BE NOT TOO HASTY IN BRINGING YOUR WORK TO PASS, AND REMEMBER THAT YOUR DOOR BE WELL AND FIRMLY SHUT, THAT HE WHICH IS WITHIN FLY NOT OUT AND THUS BY THE HELP OF GOD YOU SHALL OBTAIN A WISHED EFFECT. NATURE MAKES HER OPERATION BY LITTLE AND LITTLE, THEREFORE, I WOULD ALSO THAT YOU SHOULD DO SO, YEA RATHER LET YOUR IMAGINATION BE ACCORDING TO NATURE, AND SEE ACCORDING TO NATURE, OF WHICH BODIES ARE REGENERATED ACCORDING TO NATURE IN THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH. IMAGINE THIS BY TRUE IMAGINATION AND NOT PHANTASTICALLY AND LIKEWISE SEE IN WHAT COLOUR THE DECOCTION OF THEM IS MADE, IN WHETHER IT BE VIOLENT OR PLEASANT. GEBER - OF THE INVESTIGATION OF TRUTH: WE HAVE CONSIDERED IN OUR VOLUMES OF THE SECRET AND NATURAL POWERS AND OF THE PROPERTIES OF NATURAL THINGS, AND BY OUR OWN EXPERIENCE OF THE INVENTION OF THE SEARCHING OUT OF A MATTER ALTOGETHER CERTAIN. WE HAVE NOT FOUND OUT ANY OTHER THING BUT ONLY THOSE THINGS OF WHICH OUR MEDICINE IS MADE, THAT IT MAY HAVE THESE PROPERTIES IN ITSELF IN TRANSMUTING OF BODIES. FIRST, THAT IT MAY HAVE A MOST SUBTLE EARTH IN ITSELF, AND INCOMBUSTIBLE AND APT TO FIX ANYTHING WITH ITS OWN RADICAL MOISTURE. SECONDLY, THAT IT MAY HAVE AN AIRY AND FIERY MOISTURE UNIFORMLY CONJOINED, SO THAT IF ONE BE VOLATILE THE REST MAY BE SO ALSO, AND BECAUSE THAT MOISTURE ABOVE ALL OTHER MOISTURES ABIDETH ALL OTHER MOISTURES, TO THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THIS SUFFICIENT THICKNESS OF ASHES SO FAR FORTH AS THE WANT THEREOF, WITH AN UNSEPARABLE PERMANENCY OF THE EARTH THAT IS ANNEXED WITHOUT EVAPORATION. THIRDLY, BECAUSE THE NATURAL DISPOSITION OF MOISTURE IS SUCH THAT BY THE BENEFIT OF ITS HOMOGENEITY IT HATH IN ALL DIFFERENCES OF ITS PROPERTIES, ANNEXED EARTH BY THE CONVERSION OF THEM BOTH, BECAUSE IN THE HOMOGENEITY OF EITHER OF THEM IT IS TEMPERED VIRTUOUSLY WITH AN INSEPARABLE BOND OF CONJOINING, AND AFTER THE DEGREE OF FINAL PREPARATION IT YIELDETH GOOD MELTING. FOURTHLY, THAT THIS HOMOGENEITY IS OF SUCH PURITY OF ESSENCE AND ARTIFICIALLY PURIFIED FROM ALL COMBUSTIBLE AND BURNT SUBSTANCE, THAT ALL THINGS WHICH ARE JOINED WITH IT ARE NOT BURNT BY IT, BUT IT PRESERVETH THEM FROM BURNING. FIFTHLY, BECAUSE IT HATH A CLEAR AND BRIGHT TINCTURE IN ITSELF, WHITE, RED, PURE, INCOMBUSTIBLE, STABLE AND FIXED, WHICH NEITHER THE FIRE IS ABLE TO CHANGE NOR BURNT SULPHURS OR SHARP CORROSIVES ABLE TO CORRUPT. SIXTHLY, BECAUSE THE WHOLE ENGRAFTED COMPOUND WITH ITS FINAL ACCOMPLISHMENT IS OF SUCH SUBTLETY AND THINNESS OF SUBSTANCE, THAT AFTER THE FINAL INJECTION OF THE TERM OF ITS DECOCTION, IT REMAINETH OF MOST THIN MELTING, IN MANNER OF WATER, AND PROFOUND PENETRATION EVEN TO THE PERMUTABILITY OF THE LAST THING, OF WHAT FUSION OR MELTING SO EVER IT BE IN THE ACCOMPLISHMENT, AND CLEAVETH NATURALLY TO ITS FUME WITH ITS AFFINITY AND NEARNESS, AND WITH INSEPARABLE HARDNESS AGAINST THE IMPRESSION OF THE FIRE, EVEN IN ITS HOUR REDUCING BODIES SPIRITUALLY INTO ITS OWN NATURE. THESE THINGS BEING CONSIDERED, WE FIND BY OUR INVESTIGATION SEVEN NECESSARY AND CONVENIENT PROPERTIES IN OUR STONE; OILINESS, THINNESS, AFFINITY OF SUBSTANCE, RADICAL MOISTURE, PURITY, CLEARNESS, FIXING EARTH AND TINCTURE. BUT THE FIRST PROPERTY OF DIFFERENCES IS THAT OILINESS GIVING IN PROJECTION A UNIVERSAL MELTING AND OPENING OF THE MEDICINE. FOR SURELY THE SUDDEN AND CONVENIENT FUSION OF THE MEDICINE IS CHIEFLY NECESSARY AFTER THE PROJECTION OF THE MEDICINE WHICH IS DONE AND MISCERATED WITH NATURAL OILINESS. THE SECOND IS THE THINNESS OF THE MATTER OR THE SPIRITUAL SUBTLETY THEREOF, THIN AND FLOWING IN FUSION, LIKE WATER PENETRATING TO THE BOTTOM OF AN ALTERING THING, BECAUSE SECONDLY AFTER THE FUSION OF THE MEDICINE, THE INGRESSION THEREOF IS IMMEDIATELY NECESSARY. THE THIRD IS AFFINITY OR NEARNESS BETWEEN THE ELIXIR AND THE THING TO BE TRANSMUTED, YIELDING A CERTAIN STICKING OR HOLDING IN THE MEETING OF ITS LIKE, BECAUSE THIRDLY AFTER THE INGRESSION OF THE MEDICINE, THE STICKING OR HOLDING IS CONVENIENT AND NECESSARY. THE FOURTH IS RADICAL MOISTURE AND FIERY CONGEALING, AND HARDENING THE REFINED PARTS WITH THE ADHERENCE OF THEIR LIKE AND WITH AN INSEPARABLE UNION OF ALL LIKE PARTS, BECAUSE FOURTHLY AFTER THE ADHERENCE OR STICKING, THE HARDENING OR SOLIDIFYING OF PARTS WITH ITS RADICAL AND SLIMY MOISTURE IS CONVENIENT AND NECESSARY. THE FIFTH IS PURITY AND MUNDIFIED CLEARNESS, GIVING AN EMINENT BRIGHTNESS AND SPLENDOUR IN THE PRESENT COMBUSTION, NOT TO THOSE JOINED AFTER THE HARDENING OF THE PURIFIED PARTS WHICH ARE LEFT, BECAUSE THE AGENT AND ACTUAL FIRE MAY HAVE SUFFICIENT TO BURN ALL FOREIGN AND HARDENED SUPERFLUITIES, WHEREFORE PUTREFACTION FOLLOWETH IMMEDIATELY AND IS VERY NECESSARY. THE SIXTH IS FIXED EARTH, TEMPERATE, THIN, SUBTLE, FIXED, INCOMBUSTIBLE, GIVING PERMANENCY OF FIXATION, STICKING IN SOLUTION, STANDING WITH ITSELF AND PERSEVERING AGAINST THE FIRE, BECAUSE SIXTHLY, FIXATION IS NECESSARY AFTER PURIFICATION. THE SEVENTH IS TINCTURE, GIVING A BRIGHT AND PERFECT COLOUR, WHITE AND DEEP RED, GIVING THE LUNIFICATION AND SOLIFICATION OF TRANSMUTABLE THINGS, BECAUSE SEVENTHLY THE JUST TINCTING COLOUR OR TINCTURE IS NECESSARY AFTER FIXATION, TURNING ANY CONVERTIBLE SUBSTANCE INTO TRUE GOLD AND SILVER, WITH ALL ITS CERTAIN AND KNOWN DIFFERENCES. CALIDUS THE PHILOSOPHER SPEAKS OF OUR WATER: FOR IT IS A FIRE WHICH BURNETH AND GRINDETH ALL THINGS, ARGENT VIVE IS VINEGAR. SOCRATES IN THE TURBA: "THE FIRST FORCE IS VINEGAR, THAT IS ARGENT VIVE. TURBA: IF YOU SET THE BODY ON THE FIRE WITHOUT VINEGAR, IT WILL BE BURNT, THAT IS WITHOUT ARGENT VIVE...IT IS MOST SHARP VINEGAR WHICH MAKETH THE MERE BODY WITHOUT WHICH NO COLOUR COMETH. NOTE WELL IN THE ART OF OUR MAGISTERY, NOTHING IS CONCEALED OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, EXCEPT THE SECRET OF THE ART, WHICH IS NOT LAWFUL TO BE REVEALED TO ANY MAN, FOR HE THAT SHOULD DO SO WOULD BE ACCURSED, AND INCUR THE INDIGNATION OF THE LORD AND DIE WITH THE PALSY. WHEREFORE, ALL ERROR IS IN THE ART, BECAUSE THEY TAKE NOT THEIR DUE MATTER OUT OF IT, THEREFORE USE REVERENT NATURE; OF IT, BY IT, AND IN IT, OUR ART IS ENGENDERED AND IN NO OTHER THING, AND THEREFORE OUR MAGISTERY IS A WORK OF NATURE AND NOT OF A WORKMAN. AND SO, HE WHICH KNOWETH NOT THE BEGINNING, OBTAINETH NOT THE END, AND HE WHICH KNOWETH NOT WHAT HE SEEKS IS IGNORANT ALSO WHAT HE SHALL FIND. KNOW THEREFORE THAT COPPER, WHICH IS THE GOLD OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, IS THEIR GOLD, BUT SENIOR SAID "OUR GOLD IS NOT COMMON GOLD". AND YOU HAVE SOUGHT AFTER THE GREENNESS, THINKING THAT COPPER HAD BEEN A LEPROUS BODY BY REASON OF THAT GREENNESS WHICH IT HATH. WHEREUPON, I TELL YOU THAT ALL THAT IS PERFECT IN COPPER IS ONLY THAT GREENNESS WHICH IS IN IT, BECAUSE THAT GREENNESS IS BY OUR MAGISTERY QUICKLY TURNED INTO OUR MOST PURE GOLD, AND THIS WE HAVE TRIED, BUT YOU CAN BY NO MEANS PREPARE THE STONE WITHOUT GREEN AND LIQUID DUENECH, WHICH IS SEEN TO GROW IN OUR MINERALS. 0 BLESSED GREENNESS, WHICH ENGENDERS ALL THINGS. YOU KNOW THAT NO VEGETABLE AND FRUIT APPEARETH IN GROWING BUT IT IS OF A GREEN COLOUR. KNOW THEREFORE, THAT THE GENERATION OF THIS THING IS GREEN, WHEREFORE THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE CALLED IT THEIR GROWING OR SPRINGING. AND LIKEWISE, THEY HAVE CALLED IT WATER OF THEIR PURIFICATION OR PUTREFACTION, AND THEY SPOKE THE TRUTH, BECAUSE IT IS PURIFIED BY THEIR WATER OR PURIFIED FROM ITS BLACKNESS. IT IS WASHED AND IT MAKETH IT WHITE AND AFTERWARDS RED. KNOW THEREFORE, THAT THERE IS NO TRUE TINCTURE, BUT OF OUR COPPER, DECOCT IT THEREFORE WITH HIS SOUL, GRIND IT, AND DO THUS, UNTIL THE SPIRIT BE CONJOINED WITH HIS BODY AND BE MADE IN ONE, AND YOU SHALL HAVE YOUR DESIRE. THE WISEMEN HAVE GIVEN MANY NAMES TO IT, BUT CONSIDER YOU ONLY OF THAT MATTER WHICH STICKETH TO ARGENT VIVE AND TO THE BODIES, AND YOU SHALL HAVE THE TRUE KNOWLEDGE AND SCIENCE. BUT THAT YOU MAY NOT ERR, KNOW THEREFORE WHAT IT IS TO STICK IN THE BODIES. SOME HAVE SAID THAT COMMON ARGENT VIVE STICKETH IN THE BODIES, WHICH IS FALSE. FOR THEY THINK THAT THEY UNDERSTAND THE CHAPTER OF GEBER INTIMATING OF ARGENT VIVE, WHERE HE SAITH, "WHEN WE SEARCH IN OTHER THINGS, WE FIND OUT BY OUR SEARCHING NOTHING TO BE MORE-FRIENDLY TO THE NATURE OF BODIES THAN ARGENT VIVE". BUT ALL THIS MUST BE UNDERSTOOD OF THE PHILOSOPHICAL ARGENT VIVE, FOR IT ONLY STICKETH IN BODIES, AND THE ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS COULD FIND OUT NO OTHER THING WHICH WOULD STICK TO THE BODIES BUT PHILOSOPHICAL ARGENT VIVE, BECAUSE COMMON SILVER STICKETH NOT IN THE BODIES, BUT RATHER THE BODIES CLEAVE AND STICK TO ARGENT VIVE. AND THIS IS TRUE BY EXPERIENCE, BECAUSE IF COMMON ARGENT VIVE BE CONJOINED WITH ANY BODY, THE ARGENT VIVE REMAINETH IN ITS OWN NATURE, OR GOETH AWAY AND DOES NOT TURN THE BODY INTO ITS NATURE. AND THEREFORE, IT STICKETH NOT UNTO THE BODIES BUT THE BODIES CLEAVE AND STICK TO IT, AND BY REASON OF THIS MANY MEN ARE DECEIVED IN WORKING IN THAT COMMON ARGENT VIVE, BECAUSE IT IS CLEAR OUR OCCIDENTAL STONE EXCEEDING ARGENT VIVE, WHICH HATH PREFERRED ITSELF BEFORE GOLD AND HATH OVERCOME IT, IS THAT WHICH KILLETH AND CAUSETH TO REVIVE AGAIN. KNOW THEREFORE, THAT ARGENT VIVE COAGULATED AND MORTIFIED IN HIS OWN NATURE, IS THE FATHER OF ALL THE MIRACLES OF THIS OUR MAGISTERY, AND IT IS A SPIRIT AND A BODY, THAT IS A SPIRITUAL BODY, BECAUSE IT ASCENDS BY SUBLIMATION. AND THIS IS BECAUSE GEBER SAID THE CONSIDERATION OF THE TRUE THING WHICH DOETH ALL THINGS, IS THE CONSIDERATION OF THE CHOICE OF THE PURE SUBSTANCE OF ARGENT VIVE, BUT OF WHICH ESPECIALLY THIS SUBSTANCE OF ARGENT VIVE MAY BE CHOSEN, THAT MUST DILIGENTLY BE SOUGHT AFTER. AND WE ANSWERING SAY THAT IT IS CHOSEN OUT OF THOSE THINGS IN WHICH IT IS. THEREFORE, MY SON, CONSIDER AND SEE WHERE THAT SUBSTANCE IS, AND TAKE THAT AND NONE OTHER IF YOU DESIRE TO COME TO THE TRUE UNDERSTANDING. I TELL THEE IN THE CHARITY OF CHRIST THAT NEITHER WE NOR THE ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS COULD EVER FIND ANY THING PERSEVERING AND ABIDING IN THE FIRE, BUT ONLY THAT UNCTUOUS, PERFECT AND COMBUSTIBLE MOISTURE, AND THAT MOISTURE WHEN IT IS PREPARED AS IT OUGHT TO BE, IT BRINGETH ALL BODIES WHICH IT TOUCHES TO A MOST TRUE COMPLIMENT OF GOLD, AND ABOVE ALL BODIES AND ESPECIALLY LUNA. THE ROOT OF THE ART IS THE SOAP OF THE WISEMEN, AND IT IS THE MINERAL OF ALL SALTS AND IT IS CALLED BITTER SALT, BECAUSE IT COMETH OF THE MINERAL OF THE SEA, AND IT IS MORE-SHARP THAN ALL SALTS OF ITS KIND. BODIES AND SPIRITS ARE CALCINED WITH IT AND THE RESOLUTIONS AND COAGULATIONS OF ELIXIR ARE MADE WITH IT. GEBER: NOTE THIS THAT NO SILVER CAN BE MADE UNLESS FIRST THEY BE ALL DISSOLVED. SECONDLY, THAT NO SOLUTION OUGHT TO BE MADE BUT IN THE PROPER AND APPROPRIATED BLOOD, THAT IS, IN WATER OF MERCURY WHICH IS CALLED DRAGON'S WATER. THIRDLY, THAT NO DRAGON WATER OUGHT TO BE MADE BY AN ALEMBIC, WITHOUT ANY OTHER THING ADDED, AND IN THE MAKING OF IT THERE IS A GREAT STINK. FOURTHLY, THAT WITH THAT BODY OF WATER AN AMALGAM MAY BE DISSOLVED, AS ALSO A BODY, A SPIRIT AND BRIEFLY ALL THINGS IN GENERAL, WHICH ARE OF ITS NATURE. FIFTHLY, THAT THAT WATER OUGHT TO BE PURE AND CLEAN, AND THEREFORE SHOULD NOT BE MADE BUT OF A PURGED DRAGON. AND LET THE DRAGON BE PURGED BY ELEVATING IT THREE TIMES AND THEN BY REVIVING IT. SIXTHLY, THAT THE DISSOLVED MUST BE PURIFIED IN WARM AND MOIST, THAT IS IN HORSE DUNG. OF THIS ONE BLACKNESS RISETH. SEVENTHLY, THAT IT BE COAGULATED IN THE DRY SUN, IN MOISTURE THAT IS IN BALNEO MARIA. EIGHTHLY, THAT THE TIME OF THE PERFECTION OF ELIXIR IS LESS THAN ONE YEAR, YET WE MUST SEE THAT IT BE THE TIME OF THE INCREASE OF MAN IN THE WOMB OF THE MOTHER. NINTHLY, THAT MERCURY IS BY NO MEANS KILLED, BUT WITH THE SMELL OF THE BODY, PERFECTED RED TO RED AND OF WHITE TO WHITE. AND THAT THE BODY CAN GIVE WEIGHT, HIS OWN WEIGHT REMAINING, THERE ARE FOUR THINGS WITH WHICH OUR WORK IS AFFECTED, THAT IS WEIGHT, FIRE, BODY AND SPIRIT. TENTHLY, THAT ALL REVIVED THINGS ARE NOT TO BE REFUSED IN THE ART. ELEVENTHLY, THAT THE THING BEING PREPARED AND PUT IN THE VESSEL, IT WILL THEN BE WOMEN'S WORK AND CHILDREN'S PLAY, BECAUSE THE MAGISTERY MAY BE DONE IN ONE VESSEL. LIKEWISE, WHOSOEVER HATH TRUE MERCURY, HATH ELIXIR ALSO, BECAUSE ELIXIR IS MORTIFIED MERCURY, OR FIXED WITH THE SMELL OF THE BODY, BECAUSE THE DRAGON DIETH NOT BUT WITH HIS BROTHER AND SISTER. NOTE LIKEWISE, THAT MERCURY MUST ALTOGETHER BE MADE OF THE BODY, THAT IS, THAT FIXED BE MADE VOLATILE WITH VOLATILE, THAT IS WITH PURE MERCURY. AND IT IS NEEDFUL THAT THERE BE MORE OF THE VOLATILE THAN OF THE FIXED, FROM DOUBLE TO FIVEFOLD TO SIXFOLD UNTO TENFOLD, AND NO FURTHER, AND THE MORE VOLATILE PARTS THERE ARE, SO MUCH THE MORE SLOWLY ARE THEY FIXED, AND THE FIXED IS MADE VOLATILE IN THE SPACE OF ONE MONTH. AND NOTE THAT, ELIXIR CANNOT BE UNLESS THE BODY AND SPIRIT PASS THROUGH ALL THE ELEMENTS. THAT IS, THROUGH ALL NATURES OF ELEMENTS, THAT FIRST THEY MAY BE MADE EARTH, AFTERWARDS AIR, THAT IS VAPOUR, THIRDLY WATER, AND FOURTHLY FIRE, FOR EVERYTHING IS CALLED FIRE WHICH DOTH NOT FLY THE FIRE, NOR DIMINISH NOR CONSUME IN THE FIRE. HE THAT WILL SEARCH OUT THE SECRET OF THIS ART MUST KNOW THE FIRST MATTER OF OUR BODIES, FOR OTHERWISE HE SHALL SPEND HIS LABOUR IN VAIN. THE FIRST MATTER OF BODIES IS NOT COMMON MERCURY, BUT IT IS AN UNCTUOUS AND MOIST VAPOUR. FOR OF THE MOIST THE MINERAL STONE IS MADE, AND OF THE UNCTUOUSNESS THE METALLIC BODY. FOR IT IS MEET THAT THE BODIES BE CONVERTED INTO SUCH AN UNCTUOUS VAPOUR, AND IN THE CONVERSION THE BODIES ARE KILLED AND THE GRAIN [SEED] OF THE BODY IS OVERTHROWN WITH DEATH AND ALTOGETHER MORTIFIED, AND THIS IS DONE BY THE AID OF OUR WHITE AND RED WATER. AND UNDERSTAND IT, THAT UNLESS THE GRAIN OF CORN, THAT IS THE GRAIN OF THE BODY, BE CAST INTO THE EARTH, THAT IS INTO ITS FIRST WATER, WHICH IS AN UNCTUOUS VAPOUR OR THE MERCURY OF THE WISE MEN AND OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, AND SUCH A VAPOUR IS CALLED THE KNOWN STONE IN THE CHAPTERS OF BOOKS, AND THE BEGINNING OF THE MATTER OF OUR OPERATION, AND UNCTUOUS SULPHUR OUT OF WHICH THE FIFTH ESSENCE IS EXTRACTED, IN THE ACCOMPLISHMENT MERCURY TINCTURETH EVERY BODY INTO SOL AND LUNA, ACCORDING TO WHICH WAY THE STONE HATH BEEN FINALLY PREPARED. NOTE LIKEWISE, THAT ALTHOUGH ALL ANCIENT WISE MEN OF ALCHEMY HAVE SPOKEN MANY THINGS AND CONCLUDE OF SALT, AND BECAUSE THEY SPEAK OF THE SOAP OF THE WISE AND THE KEY THAT SHUTTETH AND OPENETH AND SHUTTETH AGAIN AND NO MAN OPENETH WITHOUT THIS KEY, THEY SAY THAT NO MAN IN THIS WORLD CAN COME TO THE PERFECTION OF THIS SCIENCE UNLESS HE KNOWS TO CALCINE SALT AFTER ITS PREPARATION. AND THEY SAY THAT IT MUST BE IN A TEMPERATE PLACE THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS, THAT THE HEAT OF THE FIRE AND THE FUMES MAY EVAPORATE AWAY. AND THEREFORE, I CONCLUDE OF THIS, THAT EVERY GOOD AND PERFECT MEDICINE OF ALCHEMY AND ELIXIR OR POWDER MUST BE IN MANNER OF SALT, AND BE SALT ITSELF, AND HAVE THE VIRTUE OF SALT IN BEING OF SLOW FUSION AND PENETRATING WHEN CAST ON THE BODIES OF MELTED OR FIERY METALS. AND OF THIS GEBER WARNETH US WHEN HE SAYETH "IT IS NECESSARY THAT THE MEDICINE BE OF A MORE-SPEEDY MELTING THAN MERCURY, SO THAT IT MAY SOONER MELT BEFORE THE FLIGHT OF MERCURY, AND THAT THE FIRE MAY NOT CONSUME NOR DESTROY IT, AND THEN IT IS CALLED FUSIBLE SALT AND INCOMBUSTIBLE OIL, AND THE SOAP OF THE WISE." NOTE LIKEWISE, THAT THE SALT OF METALS TRANSMUTETH MERCURY INTO TRUE SOL AND LUNA AND THUS THE SALT OF ANIMALS TRANSMUTETH EVERY ANIMAL INTO TRUE TEMPERANCE AND A GOOD COMPLEXION. THE FIRE OF DUNG IS THE AGENT CAUSE IN THE WORK OF THE DIGESTION OF OUR STONE, NEITHER IS THE FIRE OF BALNEO MARIA OF ANY FORCE, ALTHOUGH IT BE MOST TEMPERATE IN THE PLACE THEREOF. ALPHIDIUS: TO DECOCT THAT IN FIRE WHICH I SHALL SHOW UNTO THEE, IS TO BURY IT IN MOIST HORSE DUNG, BECAUSE THE FIRE OF WISE MEN IS MOIST AND OBSCURE, AND IT IS WARM IN THE SECOND DEGREE AND MOIST IN THE FIRST DEGREE. THE PROPERTY OF THIS FIRE IS NOT TO DESTROY OIL THAT IS THE SUBSTANCE, BUT IT AUGMENTETH BY REASON OF THIS TEMPERATE MOISTURE FOR THAT HEAT ONLY IS EQUAL AND TEMPERATE, AND SUCH IS VERY NECESSARY IN THE GENERATION OF THAT THING. GEBER: BECAUSE THE FUMES ARE MOST SUBTLE AND HAVE NEED OF TEMPERATE DECOCTION, THAT THEY MAY BE THICKENED IN THEMSELVES, ACCORDING TO THE EQUALITY FOR TEMPERATE HEAT ONLY, IS THE THICKENING OF MOISTNESS AND PERFECTION OF MIXTURE, AND NOT EXCEEDING TOO FAR, FOR THE GENERATIONS AND PROCREATIONS OF NATURAL THINGS HAVE BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO BE DONE BY MOST TEMPERATE AND EQUAL HEAT, AS HORSE DUNG ONLY IS MOIST AND WARM. HERMES THE FOURTH BOOK OF TREATISES: IT BEHOVETH HIM WHO WOULD ENTER INTO THIS ART AND SECRET WISDOM TO REPEL THE VICE OF ARROGANCY FROM HIM, AND TO BECOME VIRTUOUS AND HONEST AND PROFOUND IN REASON, COURTEOUS UNTO MEN, MERRY AND PLEASANT OF COUNTENANCE, PATIENT AND A CONCEALER OF SECRETS. MY SON, BEFORE ALL THINGS I COUNSEL THEE TO FEAR GOD, IN WHOM THE SIGHT OF THY DISPOSITION REMAINS, AND THE HELP OF EVERY THING SEQUESTERED FROM THEE. GEBER - THE BOOK OF PERFECT MAGISTERY: IT IS NECESSARY FOR THE ARTIFICER OF THIS SCIENCE TO BE MOST SUBTLE OF WIT, AND TO KNOW AND UNDERSTAND THE NATURES OF METALS AND THEIR GENERATIONS, INFIRMITIES AND IMPERFECTIONS IN THEIR MINERALS, BEFORE HE CAN COME TO THIS ART. LET NO WORKMAN COME TO SEARCH OUT THIS ART, BEING LOADED WITH GROSS AND DULL WIT, OR BEING SPARING OR COVETOUS IN HIS EXPENSES, NOR ANY MAN OF DOUBLE OR VARIABLE MIND, EITHER OVER-HAPPY OR CAPTIOUS, BUT THE SON OF LEARNING IMBUED WITH A SUBTLE AND POLITIC WIT, SUFFICIENTLY RICH, BOUNTIFUL, HEALTHFUL, FIRM AND CONSTANT IN HIS PURPOSE, PATIENT, GENTLE, LONG-SUFFERING AND TEMPERATE. ALPHIDIUS: KNOW, MY SON, THAT THOU CANST NOT OBTAIN THIS SCIENCE UNTIL THOU PURIFY THY MIND ONTO GOD, AND TILL GOD KNOWETH THEE TO HAVE A STAID AND UPRIGHT MIND, AND THEN HE WILL MAKE THEE TO REIGN AND RULE OVER THE WORLD. ARISTOTLE: IF GOD KNEW THERE WERE A FAITHFUL MIND IN MAN, HE WOULD THEN REVEAL THIS SECRET UNTO HIM. THE CORRECTION OF THE IGNORANT: IT IS NECESSARY FOR EVERY ART TO IMITATE THE SCORIA, AND TO UNDERSTAND THE NATURE THEREOF, AND THUS ART IMITATES HIS NATURE. KNOW, IGNORANT MAN, THAT BY ART NATURE ITSELF IS KNOWN AND CANNOT BE AMENDED, AND OF NECESSITY THE FOLLOWER OF NATURE MUST COME TO A PERFECT END OF THE SECRETS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. HERMES AND GEBER: HE WHICH SHALL ONCE BRING THIS ART TO A FULL END IF HE SHOULD LIVE A THOUSAND YEARS, AND SHOULD EVERY DAY NOURISH FOUR THOUSAND MEN, YET HE SHOULD NEVER WANT. SENIOR: HE IS SO RICH WHICH HATH THE STONE WHEREOF ELIXIR IS MADE, AS HE WHICH HATH FIRE MAY GIVE FIRE TO WHOM HE WILL, WHEN HE WILL, AND AS MUCH AS HE WILL WITHOUT ANY PERIL OR WANT UNTO HIMSELF. THE TABLE OF THE GREATER SCIENCE FIRST THERE IS HAD IN OUR GREEN LION THE TRUE MATTER, AND OF WHAT COLOUR IT IS, AND IS CALLED ADROP, AZOTH, OR DUENECH VIRID. IN THE SECOND THERE IS LIKEWISE HAD, AS IN THE THIRD CHAPTER, HOW BODIES ARE DISSOLVED INTO PHILOSOPHICAL ARGENT VIVE, THAT IS INTO WATER OF OUR MERCURY, AND IT IS MADE ONE NEW BODY. IN THE FOURTH, THE PUTREFACTION OF THE PHILOSOPHERS IS HAD, WHICH HATH NEVER BEEN SEEN IN OUR DAYS, AND IT IS CALLED SULPHUR. IN THE FIFTH, IS HAD HOW THE GREAT PART OF THIS WATER IS MADE BLACK AND FECULENT EARTH WHEREOF ALL PHILOSOPHERS SPEAK. IN THE SIXTH, IS HAD HOW THAT BLACK EARTH STOOD IN THE BEGINNING ABOVE THE WATER, AND HOW BY LITTLE AND LITTLE IT HATH BEEN DROWNED IN THE BOTTOM OF THE VESSEL. IN THE SEVENTH, IS HAD HOW THAT EARTH IS DISSOLVED AGAIN INTO WATER IN THE COLOUR OF OIL, AND THEN IT IS CALLED THE OIL OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. IN THE EIGHTH, IS HAD HOW THE DRAGON IS BORN IN HIS BLACKNESS AND IS FED WITH HIS MERCURY, AND KILLETH HIMSELF AND IS DROWNED IN IT, AND THE WATER IS SOMEWHAT WHITENED, AND THAT IS ELIXIR. IN THE NINTH, IS HAD HOW THE WATER IS WHOLLY PURIFIED FROM HIS BLACKNESS AND REMAINS THE COLOUR OF MILK, AND MANY COLOURS APPEAR IN THE BLACKNESS. IN THE TENTH, IS HAD HOW THOSE BLACK CLOUDS WHICH WERE IN THE VESSEL ABOVE THE WATER, DESCENDED INTO THEIR BODY FROM WHENCE THEY CAME. IN THE ELEVENTH, IS HAD HOW THAT ASHES ARE MADE MOST WHITE, LIKE GLISTENING MARBLE, AND THAT IS WHITE ELIXIR, AND THE INCREASE IS ASHES. IN THE TWELFTH, IS HAD HOW THAT WHITENESS IS CONVERTED INTO REDNESS LIKE A RUBY, AND THAT IS RED ELIXIR. AND IF THOU WILT UNDERSTAND THE WHOLE WORK PERFECTLY, THEN READ ONE PART AFTER ANOTHER AND THOU SHALL SEE MIRACLES. I HAVE SEEN ALL THESE THINGS IN MY DAYS, EVEN TO THE LION. I HAVE NOT SPOKEN OF ALL THINGS WHICH ARE APPERTAINING AND NECESSARY TO THIS WORK BECAUSE THERE ARE SOME THINGS WHICH MEN MAY NOT SPEAK OF. AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO KNOW THIS ART UNLESS IT BE KNOWN OF GOD, OR OF A MASTER WHO MAY TOUCH HIM. AND KNOW THAT THIS IS A VERY LONG WAY, THEREFORE PATIENCE IS NECESSARY IN THIS OUR MAGISTERY. ARGENT VIVE IS COMMON SALT. ROSARIUS: COMMON SALT DISSOLVETH GOLD AND SILVER, AND IT AUGMENTETH REDNESS IN GOLD AND WHITENESS IN SILVER, AND IT CHANGETH COPPER FROM HIS CORPORALITY TO SPIRITUALITY, AND THEREWITH ARE BODIES CALCINED. LIGHT OF LIGHTS: IF THE OMNIPOTENT GOD HAD NOT CREATED THIS SALT, ELIXIR COULD NOT HAVE BEEN AFFECTED, AND THE STUDY OF ALCHEMY HAD BEEN BUT LOST LABOUR. NOTE THIS, THERE ARE FOUR MERCURIES— CRUDE MERCURY, SUBLIMED MERCURY, MERCURY OF MAGNESIA, AND UNCTUOUS MERCURY. BUT MERCURY IS FULL OF LUNA: MERCURY OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, THAT IS THE SUBSTANCE IN WHICH THE MERCURY OF THE PHILOSOPHERS IS CONTAINED. AND IT IS THAT WHICH NATURE HATH BUT LITTLE WORKED AND FRAMED IT INTO A METALLIC FORM, AND YET HE HATH LEFT IT IMPERFECT. THUS, WE MUST NOTE THAT IT IS SUCH A THING WHICH IS CALLED THE MIDDLE OF INGRESSION, WHICH IS NEITHER PERFECT NOR ALTOGETHER IMPERFECT. BECAUSE, OF NOTHING, NOTHING CAN BE MADE, AND BECAUSE NATURE HATH NOT FINISHED IN IT, THEREFORE THE WORKMAN MAY REDUCE IT FROM IMPERFECTION TO PERFECTION, BY HELPING NATURE ITSELF, AND THAT IS CALLED THE STONE OF INVISIBLENESS, THE HOLY STONE, THE BLESSED THING. GEBER: ARGENT VIVE HATH NO ADUSTION, THEREFORE ITS PURIFYING IS A RENEWING OF ITS EARTHINESS AND WATERINESS BY POLICY, WHICH IF IT BE PURE, IT WILL COAGULATE THAT STRENGTH OF WHITE SULPHUR NOT BURNING, INTO SILVER, AND THIS IS SO EXCELLENT A THING THAT BY WORKMANSHIP ELIXIR MAY BE MADE OF IT FOR SILVER, BUT IF IT BE EXCELLENT RED SULPHUR OF A NATURE NOT BURNING, THEN IT IS SO NOTABLE A THING THAT ELIXIR FOR GOLD MAY BE MADE OF IT. SUCH SULPHUR IS OUR SULPHUR, AND THE SULPHUR OF THE WISE, AND IT IS NOT FOUND OUT ABOVE THE EARTH, UNLESS IT BE EXTRACTED OUT OF THESE BODIES. ARNOLDUS: SULPHUR WHICH IS HIDDEN IN ARGENT VIVE IS A THING GIVING A GOLDEN FORM TO THAT ARGENT VIVE BY THE VIRTUE OF THE COLOUR OF HIS OUTWARD MINERAL SULPHUR. AVICENNA: SUCH SULPHUR IS NOT FOUND ON THE EARTH, BUT THAT WHICH IS IN BODIES, THEREFORE LET THESE BODIES BE SUBTLY PREPARED THAT WE MAY HAVE SULPHUR ON THE EARTH, FOR A PERFECT BODY BY OUR MAGISTERY, HELPETH AND BRINGETH TO PASS AN IMPERFECT THING, WITHOUT THE MIXTURE OF ANY OTHER STRENGTH OR FOREIGN THING. FOR OTHERWISE THE SULPHUR OF WHAT KIND SOEVER IT BE, WILL HINDER THE TRUE MELTING, AS IS MANIFEST IN IRON WHICH MELTETH NOT, BECAUSE IT IS KNOWN TO HAVE FIXED SULPHUR IN IT. AND THOUGH IT BE NOT FIXED BUT TAKETH RIGHT MELTING, YET IT IS HINDRED AND BURNT OF THE FIRE, AND DOTH EVAPORATE AWAY, AS IS MANIFEST IN LEAD, AND IN OTHER INFIRM BODIES. THEREFORE, COMMON SULPHUR IS NOT OF THE TRUTH OF OUR ART, NOR OF ITS PERFECTION, BECAUSE IT HINDRETH THE PERFECT IN ALL ITS OPERATIONS. GEBER: SULPHUR CAN NEVER BE FIXED UNLESS IT BE FIRST CALCINED, AND WHEN IT IS CALCINED, IT YIELDETH NO FUSION OR MELTING. SENIOR: SULPHUR AND ARSENIC ARE NOT THE TRUE MEDICINE OF THIS MAGISTERY, BECAUSE THEY NEITHER ACCOMPLISH NOR EFFECT FULLY, AS HATH BEEN SUFFICIENTLY KNOWN OF ALL THE LESSER MINERALS. ALBERTUS: THE PROPERTY OF SULPHUR IS TO CONGEAL MERCURY AND TO BRING IT TO PASS OR MAKE IT PERFECT WITH MERCURY, BUT TINCTURE ONLY CONSISTETH OF TWO PERFECT BODIES OUT OF WHICH THOSE SULPHURS MAY BE CHOSEN. THE PHILOSOPHER: THE FOUNDATION OF THIS ART IS SOL AND HIS SHADOW. MORIENUS: THREE FORMS SUFFICE FOR THE WHOLE MAGISTERY THAT IS WHITE FUME, THAT IS THE FIRST FORCE, THAT IS TO SAY CELESTIAL WATER, AND THE GREEN LION, WHICH IS THE COPPER OF HERMES, AND STINKING WATER, WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF ALL METALS, OF THE WHICH, BY THE WHICH, AND WITH THE WHICH, THE PHILOSOPHERS PREPARE ELIXIR IN THE BEGINNING AND THE END. THEREFORE, CONCEAL FROM NO MAN THESE THREE FORMS TO THE PERFECTION THEREOF, BUT A FOOL HANDLETH THIS MAGISTERY ABOUT EVERY OTHER THING. HERMES: PHILOSOPHY HATH THREE PARTS, THAT IS TO SAY, SOL, LUNA AND MERCURY. OF THOSE BEING JOINED TOGETHER, FATHER HERMES KNEW HOW TO MAKE TINCTURE. JOHANNES OF AQUINO: HE WHICH KNOWETH NOT THE DESTRUCTION OF GOLD, CANNOT KNOW THE MAKING THEREOF, BY THE NECESSARY COURSE OF NATURE, SO THAT IT IS MORE EASY TO MAKE GOLD THAN TO DESTROY IT, BUT HE WHO BELIEVING TO BRING TINCTURE TO A WISHED END WITHOUT THOSE THINGS, PROCEEDETH BLINDLY IN PRACTISE, AS AN ASS TO HIS SUPPER, BECAUSE THE BODY PASSETH NOT INTO THE BODY, NOR THE SPIRIT INTO THE SPIRIT, FOR FORM RECEIVES NEITHER IMPRESSION OF FORM, NOR MATTER OF MATTER, BECAUSE LIKE HATH NO ACTION NOR PASSION IN HIS LIKE, WHEN NO ONE OF THEM IS MORE WORTHY THAN THE OTHER, BECAUSE LIKE HATH NO RULE OR GOVERNMENT OVER LIKE. ARISTOTLE: THERE IS NO TRUE GENERATION, BUT OF THINGS AGREEING IN NATURE, BECAUSE THE THINGS ARE NOT DONE BUT ACCORDING TO THEIR NATURE, FOR THE WILLOW NEVER BRINGETH FORTH PEARS, NOR THE BUSH GOOD POMEGRANATES, NEITHER CAN AN EVIL TREE MAKE GOOD FRUIT. THE PHILOSOPHER: OUR MERCURY IS CONVERTED INTO EVERY NATURE OR NATURES, WITH WHICH IT SHALL BE JOINED OR COUPLED. THE PHILOSOPHER: HE WHO KNOWS TO DESTROY GOLD, THAT IT SHALL BE NO MORE GOLD, ATTAINS TO THE GREATEST SECRET. ANOTHER PHILOSOPHER: IT IS A HARD THING FOR GOLD TO BE DESTROYED, BUT MOST HARD TO BE MADE. IT IS MORE-EASY TO DESTROY ACCIDENTALLY THAN ESSENTIALLY. GOLD IS ALTOGETHER MERCURY, WHICH IS MANIFEST BY THE WEIGHT THEREOF, AND BY THE EASY COMBINATION OF THAT MERCURY. THEREFORE, THE TOTAL AND RADICAL INTENTION OF THE PHILOSOPHERS IS IN IT, FOR IT HATH OBTAINED THESE VIRTUES AND EXCELLENCIES, BY THE HELP OF THE CELESTIAL HEAT AND MOTION OF THE PLANETS, WHICH BY THEMSELVES IS IMPOSSIBLE TO INCREASE. BUT A WORKMAN IF HE BEGINS THIS WORK, MAY ATTAIN TO ALL THESE THINGS IN MERCURY, BY MEDITATION AND HELP OF THE FIRE AND BY POLICY WHICH IS THE ABANDONER OF LABOUR. ALBERTUS: IT IS MANIFEST THAT MUCH QUANTITY OF ARGENT VIVE IS THE CAUSE OF PERFECTION IN BODIES, BUT MUCH SULPHUREITY IS THE CAUSE OF [IM]PERFECTION AND CORRUPTION. EUCLIDES, (THAT MOST WISE MAN): WE SHOULD NOT WORK ANYTHING BUT IN SOL AND MERCURY JOINED TOGETHER, OF WHICH THE STONE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS CONSISTS. OF PERFECTION, NOTHING IS MADE BECAUSE IT IS ALREADY PERFECT, AS WE HAVE AN EXAMPLE IN BREAD. LEAVENED BREAD IS PERFECT IN ITS STATE AND ESSENCE, AND COMETH TO ITS LAST END, NEITHER CAN MORE BE LEAVENED BY IT, AS IT IS IN GOLD. PURE GOLD IS BROUGHT BY THE TRIAL OF THE FIRE INTO A FIRM AND FIXED BODY, AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE PHILOSOPHERS TO FERMENT OR LEAVEN ANY MORE WITH IT, UNLESS THE FIRST MATTER OF METALS BE HAD, IN WHICH GOLD MAY BE RESOLVED INTO HIS FIRST MATTER, AND INTO THE MINGLED ELEMENTS. LET US THEREFORE, TAKE THAT MATTER WHEREUPON GOLD SHALL BE MADE, AND BY THE HELP OF WORKMANSHIP BE BROUGHT INTO THE TRUE FERMENT OF PHILOSOPHERS, AND BY POLICY, WE MAY CHANGE THIS INTO A PERFECT SUBSTANCE, OR INTO THE SPIRIT OF PERFECT BODIES, WHEREFORE, EVER MANY PHILOSOPHERS LABOURING HEREIN ARE DECEIVED, BECAUSE THEY LEAVE OFF THE WORK, WHERE IT SHOULD BE BEGUN. 0 YE SONS OF LEARNING WHO HOPE TO GATHER THE FRUIT BEFORE IT BE RIPE, AND HOPE TO MOW BEFORE THE HARVEST COMES. ANOTHER PHILOSOPHER: OF THAT WHICH IS PERFECT NOTHING CAN BE DONE OR MADE, BECAUSE THE PERFECT FORMS OF THINGS ARE NOT CHANGED IN THEIR NATURE BUT RATHER CORRUPTED. NOR OF A THING ALTOGETHER IMPERFECT, CAN ANY THING BE MADE ACCORDING TO ART. THE REASON IS BECAUSE ART CANNOT INDUCE THE FIRST DISPOSITIONS BUT OUR STONE IS A MIDDLE THING BETWEEN PERFECT AND IMPERFECT BODIES, AND WHAT NATURE ITSELF HAS BEGUN, THAT IS BROUGHT TO PERFECTION BY ART. AND IF THOU BEGIN TO WORK IN MERCURY ITSELF, WHERE NATURE HATH LEFT IT IMPERFECT, THOU SHALL FIND PERFECTION AND SHALL REJOICE. THAT WHICH IS PERFECT IS NOT ALTERED, BUT IS CORRUPTED, BUT AN IMPERFECT THING MAY BE WELL ALTERED. THEREFORE, THE CORRUPTION OF ONE THING IS THE GENERATION OF ANOTHER THING. SPECULUM: OUR STONE MUST OF NECESSITY BE EXTRACTED FROM THE NATURE OF TWO BODIES BEFORE THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE ELIXIR CAN BE MADE OF IT, BECAUSE IT IS NECESSARY THAT ELIXIR BE MORE PURGED AND DIGESTED THAN GOLD OR SILVER, BECAUSE IT MUST CONVERT IT ALTOGETHER FROM HIS DIMINISHED PERFECTION, INTO THE GOLD OR SILVER OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, WHICH THOSE CANNOT BRING TO PASS. FOR IF THEY SHOULD GIVE OF THEIR PERFECTION UNTO ANOTHER, THOSE WOULD REMAIN IMPERFECT, BY REASON THAT THEY CANNOT TINCT BUT AS MUCH AS THEY SHOW THEMSELVES. BECAUSE NOTHING WHITENETH BUT ACCORDING TO ITS OWN WHITENESS, NEITHER DOTH ANYTHING, MAKE RED BUT ACCORDING TO ITS OWN REDNESS. AND THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO THIS THE WORKS IN OUR STONE ARE DONE, THAT THE TINCTURE MAY BE MORE BETTERED IN IT THAN IN ITS NATURE, AND THAT THE ELIXIR MAY BE MADE ACCORDING TO THE ALLEGORY OF WISE MEN, OF CLEAR FORMS, TREACLE, MEDICINE, AND PURGATION OF ALL BODIES, TO BE PURGED AND TRANSFORMED INTO TRUE SILVER AND GOLD. HERMES: THERE IS THE CONJUNCTION OF TWO BODIES MADE, AND IT IS NECESSARY IN OUR MAGISTERY, AND IF BUT ONE OF OUR TWO BODIES ONLY SHOULD BE IN OUR STONE, IT WOULD NEVER GIVE TINCTURE BY ANY MEANS. THEREFORE, THE PHILOSOPHER SAYETH, "THE WIND HATH CARRIED HIM IN HIS BELLY", WHEREFORE IT IS MANIFEST, THE WIND IS THE AIR, AND THE AIR IS THE LIFE, AND THE LIFE IS THE SOUL, THAT IS, OIL AND WATER. ARNOLDUS: TRIAL DECLARES THE ORDERS BETWEEN THE MEAN QUANTITY OF THE FIRE, BECAUSE IN THE DISSOLVING, THE FIRE SHOULD BE LIGHT ALWAYS, IN THE SUBLIMATION MEAN, IN THE COAGULATION TEMPERATE, CONTINUAL IN THE WHITENING, AND STRONG IN THE RUBIFICATION. BUT IF THOU ERR IGNORANTLY IN THESE POINTS, THOU WILL OFTEN BEWAIL THY HARD HAP [LUCK] AND LOST LABOUR. THEREFORE, IT IS NECESSARY THAT YOU DILIGENTLY FOLLOW THE WORK BECAUSE ART IS HELPED BY POLICY, AND LIKEWISE POLICY BY ART, GIVE ATTENDANCE TO THE ACCOMPLISHMENT ONLY AND LET OTHER THINGS PASS. ST. THOMAS OF AQUINAS: THE MATTER OF THE STONE IS A THICK WATER, BUT THE HEAT OR COLD, IS THE AGENT CONGEALING THAT WATER. AND ASSURE YOURSELF THAT THE STONES WHICH PROCEED FROM ANIMALS, ARE MUCH MORE PRECIOUS THAN OTHER STONES. LIGHT OF LIGHTS: NO KIND OF STONES CAN BE PREPARED WITHOUT DUENECH, THE GREEN AND LIQUID, BECAUSE IT IS OF A FORCE AND ENGENDERED IN OUR MINERALS. RASIS: MY SON, BEHOLD THE MOST-HIGHEST WORLDLY THINGS WHICH ARE FROM THE RIGHT HAND AND THE LEFT HAND, AND ASCEND THITHER WHERE OUR STONE IS FOUND, AND IN THAT MOUNTAIN WHICH BRINGETH FORTH ALL KIND OF SULPHURS AND SHAPES AND LIKEWISE MINERALS. MALCHAMECH: THE STONE WHICH IS NECESSARY IN THIS WORK IS OF A THING HAVING LIFE. YOU SHALL FIND THIS STONE EVERYWHERE, IN PLAINS, MOUNTAINS AND IN WATERS, AND BOTH THE POOR AND THE RICH HAVE IT. IT IS MOST CHEAP AND MOST DEAR, IT INCREASETH OF FLASK AND BLOOD, AND MOST PRECIOUS TO THE MAN WHO HATH IT AND KNOWETH IT. THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE SAID, THAT OUR STONE IS OF A SPIRIT, SOUL AND BODY, AND THEY SAY THE TRUTH, FOR THEY HAVE CALLED THE IMPERFECT BODY-A BODY, FERMENT - THE SOUL, AND WATER- THE SPIRIT. AND THEY HAVE TRULY CALLED THEM SO, FOR THE IMPERFECT BODY BY ITSELF IS A GRIEVOUS BODY, WEAK AND DEAD; WATER IS THE SPIRIT PURGING THE BODY, MAKING IT SUBTLE AND WHITE; FERMENT IS THE SOUL WHICH GIVETH LIFE TO THE IMPERFECT BODY, WHICH LIFE IT HAD NOT BEFORE AND BRINGETH IT INTO A BETTER FORM. THE BODY IS VENUS AND THE WOMAN; THE SPIRIT IS MERCURY AND THE MAN; THE SOUL IS SOL AND LUNA. THE BODY MUST MELT INTO HIS FIRST MATTER WHICH IS MERCURY. MORIENUS: OUR MERCURY IS NOT HAD BUT OUT OF MELTED BODIES, NOT WITH COMMON LIQUEFACTION BUT ONLY WITH THAT WHICH ENDURETH TILL THE MAN AND WIFE BE ASSOCIATED AND UNITED IN TRUE MATRIMONY AND THIS EVEN UNTO WHITENESS. MORIENUS: TAKE PHLEGMATIC AND CHOLERIC BLOOD AND GRIND THEM, UNTIL THE BLOOD BE MADE TINCTURING HEAVEN. HERMES: UNDERSTAND, YOU SONS OF WISDOM, THAT THIS PRECIOUS STONE CRIETH OUT SAYING, DEFEND ME AND I WILL DEFEND THEE, GIVE ME MY RIGHT THAT I MAY HELP THEE, FOR SOL IS MINE AND THE BEAMS THEREOF ARE MY INWARD PARTS; BUT LUNA IS PROPER TO ME, AND MY LIGHT EXCELLETH ALL LIGHT, AND MY GOODS ARE HIGHER THAN ALL GOODS. I GIVE MUCH RICHES AND DELIGHTS TO MEN DESIRING THEM, AND WHEN I SEEK AFTER ANYTHING, THEY ACKNOWLEDGE IT, I MAKE THEM UNDERSTAND AND I CAUSE THEM TO POSSESS DIVINE STRENGTH. I ENGENDER LIGHT, BUT MY NATURE IS DARKNESS. UNLESS MY METAL SHOULD BE DRY, ALL BODIES HAVE NEED OF ME, BECAUSE I MOISTEN THEM. I BLOT OUT THEIR RUSTINESS AND EXTRACT THEIR SUBSTANCE. THEREFORE, I AND MY SON BEING JOINED TOGETHER, THERE CAN BE NOTHING MADE MORE BETTER NOR MORE HONOURABLE IN THE WHOLE WORLD.
ROSARIUM PHILOSOPHORUM (PART 2)
MAKE A ROUND GLASS VESSEL AND LET THE BOTTOM BE OF A SMALL QUANTITY IN THE MANNER OF A LITTLE DISH, AND IN THE MIDDLE THEREOF, LET THERE BE A BRIM WITH AN EARTHEN GIRDLE OR RING ENCOMPASSING IT ABOUT, AND LET A ROUND WALL BE BUILT UPON THAT GIRDLE EQUALLY DISTANT FROM THE WALL OF THE SHELL, OF THE THICKNESS OF THE COVER OF THAT SHELL, SO THAT IN THIS DISTANCE THE WALL OF THE COVER MAY FALL LARGELY WITHOUT ANY THRUSTING DOWN, BUT LET THE HEIGHT OF THIS WALL BE ACCORDING TO THE HEIGHT OF THE WALL OF THE SHELL, OR SOMEWHAT MORE OR LESS. LET THERE BE TWO COVERS MADE ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF THIS HOLLOWNESS AND LET THE LENGTH BE EQUAL AND THE BREADTH OF TWO GREAT HANDS, AND THE SHAPE OF ONE OF THEM LIKE A PYRAMID. AND IN THE HEADS OF THEM LET THERE BE TWO EQUAL HOLES, THAT THE ONE MAY BE IN THE ONE AND THE OTHER IN THE OTHER INTO BOTH WHICH A HEN'S FEATHER MAY FALL, BUT THE WHOLE INTENTION OF THE VESSEL IS THAT THE COVER THEREOF MAY BE REMOVED ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE WORKMAN. THE SPECIAL INTENTION CONCERNING THIS IS THAT THE LOWER HOLLOW PLACE WITH ITS BRIMS, ENTER INTO ITS COVER EVEN TO THE MIDDLE. HERMES: THE DRAGON DIETH NOT UNLESS HE BE KILLED WITH HIS BROTHER AND SISTER, NOT BY ONE ONLY, BUT BY BOTH TOGETHER, THAT IS BY SOL AND LUNA. THE PHILOSOPHER: MERCURY NEVER DIETH UNLESS HE BE KILLED BY HIS BROTHER AND SISTER, THAT IS, WE MUST CONGEAL IT WITH SOL AND LUNA. NOTE THAT, THE DRAGON IS ARGENT VIVE, EXTRACTED OUT OF BODIES, HAVING A BODY IN HIMSELF, A SOUL AND A SPIRIT. WHEREUPON HE SAITH, "THE DRAGON DIETH NOT BUT WITH HIS BROTHER AND SISTER", THAT IS WITH SOL AND LUNA, WHICH IS EXTRACTED SULPHUR, HAVING IN ITSELF THE NATURE OF MOISTURE AND COLDNESS BY REASON OF LUNA. THE DRAGON DIES WITH THEM - THAT IS, ARGENT VIVE EXTRACTED FROM THOSE BODIES IN THE BEGINNING, WHICH IS THE PERMANENT WATER OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, WHICH IS MADE AFTER THE PUTREFACTION AND SEPARATION OF THE ELEMENTS, AND THE WATER OTHERWISE IS CALLED STINKING WATER. BONELLUS: THE COPPER WHICH BEFORE I SPOKE OF IS NEITHER COPPER NOR COMMON TIN, BUT IT IS OUR TRUE WORK, BECAUSE IT MUST BE MINGLED WITH THE BODY OF MAGNESIA THAT IT MAY BE DECOCTED AND GRINDED WITH AQUA VITAE, UNTIL IT BE DESTROYED. BUT YOU SONS OF LEARNING, YOU MUST HAVE MUCH WATER, AND THAT CONTINUALLY, UNTIL YOU HAVE PUT IT BY PARTS AND THAT THE GREATEST PART OF THE EARTH BE DISSOLVED. AVICENNA: THAT WHICH IS SPIRITUAL, ASCENDETH UPWARDS IN THE VESSEL, BUT THAT WHICH IS THICK AND GROSS, REMAINETH DOWNWARDS IN THE VESSEL, AND UNLESS YOU DEAL WITH THE BODY IN THIS SORT, UNTIL THE WATER WILL NOT BE MINGLED WITH IT, OR BE RECEIVED OF THE EARTH, YOU SHALL BUT LOSE YOUR LABOUR. THEREFORE, UNLESS YOU TURN ALL INTO SPIRITUAL POWDER, YOU HAVE NOT YET CONTRIVED IT, I.E. GRINDED IT, AND THAT WHICH YOU DO IN THE WHITE BODY DO LIKEWISE IN THE RED, BECAUSE THIS MEDICINE IS OF THE SALT OF THE PHILOSOPHERS THERE ARE THREE STONES AND THREE SALTS, OF WHICH THE WHOLE MAGISTERY CONSISTS, THAT IS TO SAY MINERAL, PLANT AND ANIMAL, AND THERE ARE THREE WATERS, THAT IS OF SOL, OF LUNA, AND OF MERCURY. MERCURY IS A MINERAL, LUNA A PLANT, BECAUSE IT RECEIVETH IN ITSELF TWO COLOURS, WHITENESS AND REDNESS, AND SOL IS AN ANIMAL BECAUSE IT RECEIVETH THREE THINGS, THAT IS, CONSTRICTION, WHITENESS, AND REDNESS. AND SOL IS CALLED THE GREAT ANIMAL, AND SALT ARMONIAC IS MADE OF IT; AND LUNA IS CALLED A PLANT AND SALT ALKALI IS MADE OF IT, BUT MERCURY IS CALLED THE MINERAL STONE AND COMMON SALT IS MADE OF IT. LIKEWISE, WHEN THE PHILOSOPHERS SAW THE SUBSTANCE OF THIS ART DISSOLVED, THEY CALLED IT SALT ARMONIAC, AND WHEN IT WAS, PUTREFIED THEY SAID OUR STONE WAS BASE, AND IS FOUND ON A DUNGHILL, AND MANY HAVE DUG AND LABOURED IN THE DUNGHILL AND HAVE FOUND NOTHING. AND WHEN IT IS CONVERTED INTO WATER, THEN BOTH POOR AND RICH HAVE IT, AND IT IS FOUND IN EVERY PLACE, AT ANY TIME, AND IN EVERY THING, ALTHOUGH THE SEARCHING AGGRAVATES THE SEARCHER. AND WHEN IT WAS WHITE, THEY CALLED IT ARSENIC, AND BY THE NAME OF EVERY WHITE THING, AND ALSO VIRGIN'S MIIK, AND WHEN IT WAS, RED THEY CALLED IT SULPHUR, JACINTH AND BLOOD, AND BY THE NAME OF EVERY RED THING. GRATIANUS: ASHES MAY BE MADE OF EVERY THING, AND OF THOSE ASHES, SALT MAY BE MADE, AND OF THAT SALT MAY WATER BE MADE, AND OF THAT WATER IS MERCURY MADE, AND OF THAT MERCURY BY DIVER’S OPERATIONS IS SOL MADE. ARNOLDUS: TRULY THIS ASH WANTS TO MELT, WHICH MOREOVER IT ENTERS FAVOURABLY IN ORDER THAT IT MAY TINCT, MELTING OR LIQUEFACTION IS ADDED TO IT, OR ELSE SWEAT BY SOME MEANS IS DELIVERED OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. THEREFORE, WHAT MEANS IS THAT? IS IT IN DISSOLVING THE WATERS? SURELY NOT, BECAUSE THE PHILOSOPHERS RESPECT NOT THE WATERS AND OTHER MOISTURES STICKING TO THAT WHICH IS TOUCHED. THE PHILOSOPHER: WHOSOEVER WILL ALTER AND CHANGE BODIES AND SPIRITS FROM THEIR NATURE, MUST FIRST REDUCE THEM TO THE NATURES OF SALTS AND ALUMS, OTHERWISE IT WILL NOT BE DONE AND THEN IT DISSOLVETH THEM. THE PHILOSOPHER: SALTS AND ALUMS ARE THOSE WHICH ARE MADE IN OUR WORK. ARNOLD: HE THAT HATH FUSIBLE SALT AND INCOMBUSTIBLE OIL, LET HIM PRAISE GOD. AVICENNA: IF THOU WILT BE RICH, PREPARE SALTS UNTIL THEY BE PURE WATER, BECAUSE SALTS ARE CONVERTED INTO SPIRIT BY FIRE. SALTS ARE THE ROOT OF OUR WORK. HERMES: ALL SALTS OF WHAT KIND SO EVER, ARE CONTRARY TO OUR ART, EXCEPT THE SALT OF OUR LUNARIA. THE PHILOSOPHER: THE SALT OF METAL DISSOLVES MERCURY IN PURE WATER, UNDER DUNG AND THAT MIXTURE BEING COAGULATED WILL BE A PERFECT MEDICINE. NOTE THAT, ALL SALTS WELL PREPARED RETURN TO THE NATURE OF SALT ARMONIAC, AND THE WHOLE SECRET IS IN COMMON SALT WELL PREPARED. NOTE THAT THE ROMAN VITRIOL HATH THE NATURE OF THE STONE OF METALS, AND IT IS HOT AND DRY. LIKEWISE, ALUM SEEMS TO BE COAGULATED MERCURY, BUT IT GOETH FROM HIS ACCOMPLISHMENT, HOT AND MOIST AND IT IS CALLED THE LIKE OF ONE THAT IS MERCURY. THEREFORE, HE THAT KNOWETH SALT AND THE SOLUTION THEREOF, KNOWETH LIKEWISE THE HIDDEN SECRET OF THE ANCIENT WISE MEN. THEREFORE, SET THY MIND ON SALT AND COGITATE ON NOTHING ELSE, FOR IN THAT ONLY THE SCIENCE AND GREATEST SECRET OF ALL THE ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS IS HIDDEN. CONJUNCTION OR COUPLING: O LUNA, BY MEANS OF MY EMBRACING AND SWEET KISSES, THOU ART MADE BEAUTIFUL, STRONG AND MIGHTY LIKE AS I AM. O SOL, THOU ART TO BE PREFERRED BEFORE ALL LIGHT, BUT YET THOU NEEDEST ME, AS THE COCK DOES THE HEN. ARISLEUS IN A VISION: JOIN THEREFORE THY SON GABRICK, BEST BELOVED OF THEE AMONG ALL THY SONS, WITH HIS SISTER BEYA, WHO IS A FAIR, SWEET AND TENDER DAMSEL. GABRICK IS THE MAN AND BEYA THE WOMAN, WHO GIVES HIM ALL THAT IS HERS. 0 BLESSED NATURE, AND BLESSED IS THY OPERATION, BECAUSE OUT OF AN IMPERFECT THING THOU MAKEST A PERFECT THING. THEREFORE, THOU MUST NOT TAKE THAT NATURE UNLESS PURE, CLEAN, RAW, PLEASANT, EARTHY AND RIGHT AND IF THOU DO OTHERWISE IT WILL NOT BRING FORTH ANYTHING, SO THAT NO CONTRARY THING, ENTER IN WITH OUR STONE AND PUT NOTHING BUT THAT ONLY. JOIN THEREFORE OUR FERMENT WITH HIS SWEET SISTER AND THEY WILL BEGET A SON BETWEEN THEM, WHO SHALL NOT BE LIKE HIS PARENTS. AND ALTHOUGH GABRICK IS MADE MORE-DEAR TO BEYA, YET THERE IS NO GENERATION MADE WITHOUT GABRICK, FOR THE COUPLING OF GABRICK WITH BEYA IS PRESENTLY DEAD. FOR BEYA ASCENDETH ABOVE GABRICK AND INCLUDES HIM IN HER WOMB BECAUSE NOTHING AT ALL CAN BE SEEN OF HIM. AND SHE EMBRACETH GABRICK WITH SO GREAT A LOVE THAT SHE HATH CONCEIVED HIM WHOLLY IN HIS NATURE AND DIVIDED HIM INTO INSEPERABLE PARTS. MASCULINUS: CONCEPTION CHANGETH THE BLOOD, WHICH BEFORE WAS AS IT WERE MILK. THE PALE THINGS WAX BLACK, THE RED DIFFUSED THINGS SHINE. THE WHITE WOMAN, IF SHE BE MARRIED TO THE RED MAN, PRESENTLY THEY EMBRACE, AND EMBRACING ARE COUPLED. BY THEMSELVES THEY ARE DISSOLVED AND BY THEMSELVES THEY ARE BROUGHT TOGETHER, THAT THEY WHICH WERE TWO, MAY BE MADE AS IT WERE ONE BODY. MARY THE SISTER OF MOSES: JOIN GUM WITH GUM IN TRUE MATRIMONY AND MAKE THEM LIKE RUNNING WATER. ASTANUS: SPIRITS ARE NOT JOINED UNTO BODIES UNTIL THEY BE PERFECTLY PURIFIED, AND GREAT MIRACLES APPEAR IN THE HOUR OF CONJUNCTION, FOR THEN THE IMPERFECT BODY IS COLOURED WITH A FIRM COLOUR WITH THE HELP OF THE FERMENT. THIS FERMENT IS THE SOUL OF THE IMPERFECT BODY, AND THE SPIRIT BY THE HELP OF THE SOUL, IS CONJOINED AND KNIT TO THE BODY AND IS TURNED TOGETHER WITH IT INTO THE COLOUR OF FERMENT, AND IS MADE ONE WITH THEM. BASIUS: IN A PERFECT MAGISTERY, STONES DO NOT RECEIVE THEMSELVES BY COURSE, UNLESS EITHER OF THEM BE FIRST PURIFIED. FOR THE BODY DOES NOT RECEIVE THE SPIRIT, NOR THE SPIRIT THE BODY, SO THAT SPIRITUAL MAY BE MADE CORPOREAL, OR CORPOREAL SPIRITUAL, UNLESS THEY BE FIRST PERFECTLY PURGED FROM ALL FILTHINESS. 0 SOL, THOU HAST NEED OF ME, AS THE HEN HATH NEED OF THE COCK, AND I HAVE NEED OF THY WORK. ALEXANDER IN THE SECRETS OF NATURE: KNOW THAT NO SON IS BORN BUT OF MAN AND WOMAN. HERMES IN HIS SECOND TREATISE: KNOW THIS, MY SON, THAT UNLESS A MAN KNOWS HOW TO MARRY AND TO MAKE PREGNANT AND TO ENGENDER FORMS, THERE CAN BE NOTHING DONE. BUT IF HE SHALL DO THIS, HE SHALL BE OF GREAT DIGNITY. ROSINUS: THE SECRET OF THE ART OF GOLD CONSISTS OF THE MAN AND WOMAN, BECAUSE THE WOMAN RECEIVING THE STRENGTH OF THE MAN REJOICETH BECAUSE THE WOMAN IS STRENGTHENED BY THE MAN. ALPHIDIUS: SON, BY THE FAITH OF THE GLORIOUS GOD, COMPLEXION IS OF COMPLEXION, BETWEEN TWO LIGHTS, MALE AND FEMALE, AND THEN THEY EMBRACE THEMSELVES AND COUPLE TOGETHER, AND A PERFECT LIGHT IS BEGOTTEN BETWEEN THEM, WHICH THERE IS NO LIGHT LIKE THROUGH THE WHOLE WORLD. SENIOR: OF TWO WATERS MAKE ONE WATER, IF YOU UNDERSTAND THESE TWO WORDS, ALL THE REGIMEN WILL BE UNDER YOUR FEET. ROSARIUS: IT BEHOVETH THEE TO HAVE TWO WATERS, THE ONE IS WHITE BUT THE OTHER IS RED. THIS IS THAT WATER IN WHICH THE POWERS OF THE WHITENESS AND REDNESS ARE GATHERED TOGETHER. HALI: TAKE A WHELP DOG, AND A WHELP BITCH OF ARMENIA, JOIN THEM BOTH TOGETHER, AND BOTH THESE WILL BRING FORTH TO THEE A DOG WHELP OF A HEAVENLY COLOUR, AND THAT SON WILL PRESERVE THEE IN THY HOUSE FROM THE BEGINNING IN THIS WORLD, AND IN ANOTHER WORLD. SENIOR: THE RED FERMENT HATH MARRIED A WHITE WIFE, AND IN THEIR CONJUNCTION THE WIFE BEING GREAT WITH CHILD, HATH BROUGHT FORTH A SON WHICH IN ALL THINGS HATH PRESERVED HIS PARENTS, AND IS MORE-BRIGHT AND GLORIOUS. ROSINUS: THIS STONE IS A KEY, FOR WITHOUT IT NOTHING IS DONE. OUR STONE IS A MOST STRONG SPIRIT TO WHICH BODIES ARE NOT MINGLED, UNTIL IT BE DISSOLVED, AND IF I SHOULD CALL IT BY ITS TRUE NAME, THE IGNORANT WOULD NOT BELIEVE IT WERE SO. ARNOLDUS: THOU THAT DESIRETH TO SEARCH OUT THE SECRET OF THIS ART, MUST OF NECESSITY KNOW THE FIRST MATTER OF METALS, FOR OTHERWISE THOU SHALT BUT SPEND THY LABOUR IN VAIN. ROSINUS: WE USE TRUE NATURE BECAUSE NATURE DOES NOT AMEND NATURE, UNLESS IT BE INTO HIS OWN NATURE. THERE ARE THREE PRINCIPAL STONES OF PHILOSOPHERS. THAT IS MINERAL, ANIMAL, AND VEGETABLE. A MINERAL STONE, A VEGETABLE STONE, AND AN ANIMAL STONE, THREE IN NAME BUT ONE IN ESSENCE. THE SPIRIT IS DOUBLE, THAT IS TINCTURING AND PREPARING. ALBERTUS: THE SPIRIT PREPARING, DISSOLVETH COPPER AND EXTRACTETH IT OUT OF THE BODY OF MAGNESIA, AND REDUCETH IT AGAIN TO ITS BODY. SENIOR: IT IS THE PREPARER AND EXTRACTOR OF THE SOUL FROM ITS BODY, AND BRINGETH IT AGAIN TO ITS BODY. THE TINCTING SPIRIT IS CALLED THE FIFTH ESSENCE, WHICH IS STRENGTH AND A SOUL STANDING AND PENETRATING. LIBER TRIUM VERBORUM: IT BEHOVETH THEE TO EXTRACT THE FIFTH ESSENCE, OTHERWISE THOU LABOUREST IN VAIN, AND THIS WITHOUT DOUBT CANNOT BE DONE WITHOUT WATER. BUT THE SECOND SPIRIT IS WITHOUT THE BODY AND IT IS OF A WATERY NATURE AND IT IS A TINCTURING BODY IN ELIXIR. TURBA: BUT THIS MAN IS THE BODY AND THIS WOMAN IS THE SPIRIT. ARNOLDUS: THE SPIRIT IS NOT ALTERED OF THE BODY SO THAT IT MAY LOSE ITS SPIRITUAL VIRTUE, BUT EVERY BODY IS ALTERED AND TINCTURED OF THE SPIRITS. ARISTOTLE: NOTE THEREFORE THE WORDS AND MARK THE MYSTERIES, BECAUSE THE SPIRIT WHICH DISSOLVES THE WHITE FOLIATED EARTH, DOTH NOT HOLD ANY OF THEM FIXED, UNLESS YOU POSSESS IT WITH THAT BODY OF WHICH IT WAS PREPARED IN THE BEGINNING. PERMANENT OR PERPETUAL WATER, OR THE SPIRIT OF WINE, IS CALLED THE WATER OF THE BODY, THAT IS WHEN THE BODY IS REDUCED INTO MERCURY. LIKEWISE, WITHOUT PERMANENT WATER NOTHING IS DONE. IT IS ALSO CALLED WATER OF LIFE. THE PHILOSOPHER: I PROTEST BY THE GOD OF HEAVEN, THAT THE ART IS NOTHING ELSE THAN TO DISSOLVE A STONE, AND ALWAYS TO COAGULATE IT, AND AGAIN WITH THE SPIRIT OF WINE ONLY, YOU MAY MAKE PERFECT ELIXIR. THE WATER OF THE PHILOSOPHERS IS CALLED THE VESSEL OF HERMES OF WHICH THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE WRITTEN, "ALL MEANS ARE MADE IN OUR WATER - THAT IS; SUBLIMATION, DISTILLATION, SOLUTION, CALCINATION, FIXATION, ARE DONE IN THIS FORESAID WATER, AS IT WERE IN AN ARTIFICIAL VESSEL, WHICH IS THE GREATEST SECRET". AND WATER IS THE WEIGHT OF WISEMEN, THEREFORE, WATER AND FIRE SUFFICE THEE FOR THE WHOLE WORK. OUR WATER IS STRONGER THAN FIRE BECAUSE IT MAKES A MERE SPIRIT OF A BODY OF GOLD, WHICH FIRE CANNOT DO, AND FIRE IS IN RESPECT TO IT AS IT WERE WATER IN RESPECT TO OUR COMMON FIRE. THEREFORE, THE PHILOSOPHER SAYS, ' BURN OUR COPPER IN A MOST STRONG FIRE.' ARISTOTLE IN THE REGIMEN OF PRINCES SAYS UNTO ALEXANDER CONCERNING THE FOUR ELEMENTS: WHEN YOU HAVE WATER, THAT IS MERCURY OF THE AIR, THAT IS OF THE STONE AND AIR OF FIRE, THAT IS SPIRIT OF MERCURY AND FIRE THAT IS MERCURY OF THE EARTH, THAT IS OF LUNA, THEN YOU SHALL HAVE THE ART FULLY. THE PHILOSOPHER: OUR STONE PASSETH INTO THE EARTH, THE EARTH INTO THE WATER, THE WATER INTO THE AIR, THE AIR INTO THE FIRE, AND THERE IS ITS STANDING. THE WHITE WORK IS COMPILED OF THREE ELEMENTS, IN WHICH FIRE IS NOT, THAT IS THREE WEIGHTS OF EARTH, TWO OF WATER AND ONE OF AIR. BUT FOR ELIXIR OF SOL - PUT TWO PARTS OF EARTH, THREE OF WATER, AND ONE AND A HALF OF AIR AND OF FIRE, AND THAT IS RED FERMENT. RASIS IN HIS GREAT BOOK OF PRECEPTS: WHOSOEVER IS IGNORANT IN THE WEIGHT LET HIM NOT LABOUR IN OUR BOOKS, BECAUSE THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE CONCEALED NOTHING BUT THESE THINGS. THE TURBA: OUR CONTRITION OR GRINDING IS NOT DONE WITH THE HANDS, BUT WITH MOST STRONG DECOCTION. CALIDUS: A LESSER FIRE GRINDETH ALL THINGS. NOTE, THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE ELEMENT AND THAT WHICH IS ELEMENTATED, AND THE FIFTH ESSENCE. THE ELEMENT IS THE FIRST THING OF COMPOUNDABLE MATTERS, FROM WHENCE NEITHER EARTH, NOR WATER, NOR AIR, NOR FIRE IS A PURE ELEMENT AND SIMPLE WITH US, BECAUSE THEY ARE MINGLED BETWEEN THEMSELVES BY COURSE AND ESPECIALLY - IN THAT PART WHERE THEY CONJOIN. BUT THE FIFTH ESSENCE IS A BODY STANDING BY ITSELF AND DIFFERING FROM ALL ELEMENTS AND FROM THINGS ELEMENTATED, AS WELL IN MATTER AS IN FORM, AND AS WELL IN NATURE AS IN VIRTUE, NOT HAVING THE CAUSE OF CORRUPTION IN ITSELF. AND IT IS CALLED THE FIFTH ESSENCE, THEREFORE, BECAUSE IT IS EXTRACTED OUT OF ALL ELEMENTATED THINGS, WHEREFORE THERE IS NO ELEMENTAL MOTION IN IT AS IN OTHER ELEMENTAL BODIES. THE STONE THEREFORE IS CALLED EVERYTHING BECAUSE IT HATH IN ITSELF AND OF ITSELF EVERY NECESSARY THING OF ITS OWN PERFECTION. IT IS FOUND IN EVERY PLACE BY REASON OF THE PARTICIPATION OF THE ELEMENTS. IT IS CALLED BY ALL NAMES BECAUSE OF THE WORTHY AND MIRACULOUS VARIETY OF COLOURS OF ITS NATURE. MOST BASE AND CHEAP BY PUTREFACTION, AND MOST DEAR BY VIRTUE. THIS IS THE HIDDEN AND SECRET MAGISTERY OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. OUR STONE IS CALLED ONE THING WHEN THE SUBSTANCES OF THE BODY AND WATER ARE PREPARED INSEPARABLY, SO THAT ONE OF THEM CANNOT BE SEPARATED FROM ANOTHER. OUR STONE IS SAID TO BE OF A COMBUSTIBLE MATTER AND MERCURY IS ONLY A SPIRIT INCOMBUSTIBLE AND COPPERY, AND THEREFORE IT IS MEET THAT IT BE IN THE MAGISTERY. LIKEWISE, THE STONE WHICH THE PHILOSOPHERS SEEK, IN WHICH THE FIRST ELEMENTS OF MINERALS ARE, TINCTURE AND CALX, SOUL AND SPIRIT WITH THE BODY FIXED AND VOLATILE. AND IT IS NOT EVERY MERCURY, BUT IT IS THAT ABOVE WHICH NATURE HATH DETERMINED HER FIRST OPERATIONS INTO A METALLIC NATURE, AND HATH LEFT IT IMPERFECT. BUT IF YOU EXTRACT THIS STONE FROM THAT THING IN WHICH IT IS FOUND, AND SHALL BEGIN TO WORK ABOUT IT TO PERFECTION, BY BEGINNING IN THAT PLACE WHERE NATURE HATH LEFT IT IMPERFECT, YOU SHALL FIND PERFECTION IN IT AND SHALL REJOICE. ARGENT VIVE OF ITSELF IS OF NO FORCE, BUT WHEN IT IS MORTIFIED WITH ITS HIDDEN BODY, THEN IT IS OF FORCE AND LIVETH WITH AN INCORRUPTIBLE LIFE. THIS BODY IS OF THE NATURE OF SOL, THEREFORE OF NECESSITY IT MUST CONVERT ALL ARGENT VIVE INTO THE NATURE OF SOL, AS LEAVEN CONVERTS THE WHOLE LUMP OF DOUGH INTO THE NATURE OF LEAVEN, BUT NOT ON THE CONTRARY, BECAUSE ALWAYS THAT WHICH IS RULED IS TRANSPORTED TO THAT WHICH IS RULING. OUR STONE IS NAMED OF ALL THE PHILOSOPHERS - MERCURY, WHICH IS NOT BORN AS MANY, THINK BUT EXTRACTED OUT OF A BODY. THE STONE OF PHILOSOPHERS IS OF THREE THINGS, THAT IS OF SOL, LUNA AND MERCURY, THAT IS MAKE MERCURY OF SOL AND LUNA IN HIS ESSENCE WITHOUT COMMON MERCURY, BUT BY THE PHILOSOPHICAL WAY. THIS STONE IS BUT ONE STONE IN THE WHOLE WORLD, AND HE THAT IN THE BEGINNING OF HIS WORK SHALL ERR FROM THIS ONE, DOTH ALTOGETHER LOSE HIS LABOUR. IN THE WHOLE WORLD THERE IS NOT ANY OTHER THING NECESSARY IN OUR WORK BUT ONLY THIS STONE. ARNOLDUS SAYS SOL AND LUNA ARE IN OUR STONE IN VIRTUE AND POWER AND IN ALL NATURE, IF THIS WERE NOT SO NEITHER SOL NOR LUNA WOULD BE MADE THEREOF, BECAUSE THE SOL AND LUNA IN OUR STONE ARE BETTER THAN THE COMMON IN THE NATURE OF THEM, AND BECAUSE SOL AND LUNA ARE ALONE IN OUR STONE, AND THE VULGAR ARE DEAD IN RESPECT OF SOL AND LUNA. THEREFORE, THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE NAMED THAT STONE, SOL AND LUNA BY COURSE, BECAUSE THEY ARE IN IT POTENTIALLY AND NOT VISIBLY, BUT IN VIRTUE AND ESSENCE. WHEREFORE HERMES SAYS, "OUR STONE CRIETH SAYING, 'SON, HELP ME AND I WILL HELP THEE.'" CONCEPTION OR PUTREFACTION: HERE LIE THE KING AND QUEEN DEAD. THE SOUL IS SEPARATED WITH GREAT GRIEF. ARISTOTLE THE KING AND PHILOSOPHER: I NEVER SAW ANY THING THAT HAD LIFE TO GROW AND INCREASE WITHOUT PUTREFACTION, AND VAIN WOULD BE THE WORK OF ALCHEMY BE, UNLESS IT WERE PUTREFIED. MORIENUS: THIS EARTH IS PURIFIED AND CLEANSED WITH HIS WATER, WHICH WHEN IT SHALL BE CLEANSED, BY THE HELP OF GOD THE WHOLE WORK SHALL BE AFFECTED. PARMENIDES THE PHILOSOPHER: UNLESS THE BODY BE SPOILED AND PUTREFIED AND BE CONVERTED INTO A SUBSTANTIAL SUBSTANCE, THEN CANNOT THAT HIDDEN VIRTUE BE EXTRACTED NOR MINGLED WITH THE BODY. BACCHUS THE PHILOSOPHER: WHEN NATURES ARE CORRUPTED AND PUTREFIED THEN THEY ENGENDER. PLATO THE PHILOSOPHER: WE HAVE AN EXAMPLE IN AN EGG, WHICH FIRST PUTREFIES AND THEN A CHICKEN IS ENGENDERED, WHICH AFTER IT IS WHOLLY CORRUPTED, IT BECOMES A LIVING CREATURE. NOTE, THAT WITHOUT CORRUPTION THERE CAN NO GENERATION BE MADE. STUDY THEREFORE IN PUTREFACTION, FOR THE CORRUPTION OF THE ONE IS THE GENERATION OF THE OTHER. HERMES: THE SECOND DEGREE IS TO PUTREFY AND GRIND, THEREFORE THE DISPOSITION THEREOF IS FIRST TO MAKE IT BLACK AND TO PUTREFY IT. PLATO: THE FIRST REGIMEN OF SATURN IS TO PUTREFY AND TO PUT IT TO SOL, BUT THE COMPOSITION IS OF FOUR NIGHTS. DEMOCRITUS: BE NEITHER TOO QUICK OR TOO SLOW IN PUTREFYING THE GRAVEL AND THE BODIES PLATED AND JOINED TOGETHER, ATTEND IN YOUR WORK AND YOU SHALL PROFIT IN IT. ROSINUS TO EUTHIACA: TAKE A LIVING CREATURE OF THE SEA, DRY IT AND PUTREFY IT. MORIENUS: NO ENERVATING NOR ENGENDERING IS DONE BUT AFTER PUTREFACTION, BUT IF PUTREFACTION BE NOT, IT CANNOT BE DISSOLVED, AND IF IT BE NOT DISSOLVED IT WILL BE BROUGHT TO NOTHING. MORIENUS: OUR STONE IS A CONFECTION OF THE MAGISTERY ITSELF AND IS LIKENED IN ORDER TO THE CREATION OF MAN, FOR THE FIRST THING IS COUPLING, THE SECOND CONCEPTION, THE THIRD PREGNATION, THE FOURTH RISING, AND THE FIFTH NOURISHMENT. DEAR BROTHER, UNDERSTAND THESE WORDS OF MORIENUS AND THOU SHALT NOT ERR IN THE TRUTH. THEREFORE, OPEN THY EYES AND BEHOLD THE SPERM OF THE PHILOSOPHERS IS QUICK WATER, BUT THE EARTH IS THE IMPERFECT BODY. THIS EARTH IS WORTHILY CALLED MOTHER BECAUSE IT IS THE MOTHER OF ALL THE ELEMENTS, THEREFORE WHEN THE SPERM IS CONJOINED WITH THE EARTH OF THE IMPERFECT BODY, THEN IT IS CALLED COUPLING. FOR THEN THE EARTH OF THE BODY IS DISSOLVED INTO THE WATER OF SPERM, AND IT IS MADE ONE WATER WITHOUT DIVISION. HALI: SOLUTION AND COAGULATION OF THE BODY ARE TWO THINGS BUT THEY HAVE ONE OPERATION, BECAUSE THE SPIRIT IS NOT COAGULATED, BUT WITH THE SOLUTION OF THE BODY; NEITHER IS THE BODY DISSOLVED, BUT WITH THE COAGULATION OF THE SPIRIT; AND THE BODY AND SOUL, WHEN THEY ARE CONJOINED, EACH OF THEM GOES UNTO HIS LIKE. AN EXAMPLE - WHEN WATER IS JOINED TO EARTH, THE WATER WITH HIS MOISTURE AND VIRTUE ENDEAVOURETH TO DISSOLVE THE EARTH, FOR IT MAKES IT MORE-SUBTLE THAN IT WAS BEFORE, AND LIKEWISE MAKES IT LIKE UNTO ITSELF, BECAUSE WATER IS MORE-SUBTLE THAN EARTH. SO THE SOUL DOETH THE LIKE IN THE BODY, AND IN THE SAME WAY THE WATER IS THICKENED WITH THE EARTH, AND BECOMETH LIKE THICKENED EARTH, BECAUSE THE EARTH IS THICKER THAN THE WATER, THEREFORE THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE SOLUTION OF THE BODY AND THE COAGULATION OF THE SPIRIT NOR ANY CONTRARY WORK IN EITHER IF THEM; SO THAT THE ONE MAY BE DONE WITHOUT THE OTHER, AS THERE IS NO CONTRARY PART OF TIME BETWEEN THE WATER AND THE EARTH IN THEIR CONJUNCTION, THAT THE ONE MAY BE KNOWN OR SEPARATED FROM THE OTHER IN THEIR CONJUNCTIONS AND OPERATIONS. AS THE SPERM OF THE MAN IS NOT SEPARATED FROM THE SPERM OF THE WOMAN IN THE HOUR OF THEIR COUPLING, AND SO THERE IS ONE FORM OF THEM, ONE DEED, ONE AND THE SELF-SAME OPERATION AT ONCE OF THEM BOTH. MERCULINUS: HE CALLETH THE MIXTURE OF THINGS COUPLING AND ENGENDERING. THE SEEDS ARE MINGLED AS IT WERE MILK WHICH SEEMS TO BE MIXED. THE SECOND IS CONCEPTION, WHEN THE EARTH IS DISSOLVED INTO BLACK POWDER AND BEGINS A LITTLE TO RETAIN MERCURY WITH HIM, FOR THERE THE MALE WORKS IN THE FEMALE, THAT IS AZOTH IN EARTH. ARISTEUS: MALES ENGENDER NOT BY COURSE, NEITHER DO FEMALES CONCEIVE, FOR THE GENERATION IS OF MALES AND FEMALES AND ESPECIALLY OF THE COMPOUND. FOR NATURE REJOICES AND TRUE GENERATION IS MADE BY THE MALES MARRYING THE FEMALES, BUT NATURE BEING JOINED TO A FOREIGN FOOLISH NATURE, DOES ENGENDER NO TRUTH OF SPERM. MERCULINUS: CONCEPTION, CHANGES THE BLOOD WHICH WAS AS IT, WERE MILK THE PALE THINGS WAX BLACK AND THE RED DIFFUSE THINGS SHINE. ARNOLDUS: EVERY COLOUR WILL APPEAR AFTER BLACKNESS, AND WHERE THOU SEE THY MATTER TO WAX BLACK, THEN REJOICE BECAUSE IT IS THE BEGINNING OF THE WORK. ARNOLDUS: BURN OUR COPPER IN A SOFT FIRE LIKE THE HATCHING OF EGGS, UNTIL THE BODY BE MADE AND THE TINCTURE EXTRACTED, BUT YOU MUST NOT EXTRACT IT OUT ALTOGETHER, BUT LET IT COME FORTH ALL THE DAY BY LITTLE AND LITTLE, UNTIL IN A LONG TIME IT BE FILLED. I AM BLACK OF WHITE, AND RED OF WHITE, AND YELLOW OF RED, AND CERTAINLY I SPEAK THE TRUTH, AND LIE NOT. AND KNOW THIS, THAT A CROW IS HEAD OF THIS ART, WHICH IN THE DARKNESS OF THE NIGHT, AND IN THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE DAY FLIES WITHOUT WINGS. FOR THE COLOURATION IS TAKEN OF A BITTERNESS WHICH IS IN HER THROAT, AND REDNESS IS TAKEN OF HER BODY, AND PURE WATER IS TAKEN OF HER BACK. UNDERSTAND THEREFORE, THE GIFT OF GOD AND RECEIVE IT AND CONCEAL IT FROM THE SIMPLE AND IGNORANT, FOR IT HATH BEEN CONCEALED. CONCERNING THE DENS AND CAVERNS OF THE METALS, THE STONE WHEREOF IS MIRACULOUS AND ANIMAL, A BRIGHT COLOUR ON HIGH MOUNTAIN AND AND OPEN SEA. AND WE MUST CONFESS THAT IN THE PHILOSOPHICAL STONE AFTER TRUE MUNDIFICATION THE GREATEST PART IS ARGENT VIVE AND FOR THIS CAUSE, IT IS NOT BURNT BUT BY ACCIDENT. BUT ALL THIS IS DONE BY NATURE, AND IT IS NOT TO BE BELIEVED THAT THIS IS POSSIBLE TO BE DONE BY WORKMANSHIP, AS DIVERSE IGNORANT PERSONS HAVE TAUGHT. AND DO THINK FOR THE PHILOSOPHICAL STONE IS FOUND CREATED BY NATURE, AND THROUGH THE HIGHEST GOD IT WANTS NOTHING MORE, THAN THAT MAY BE REMOVED WHICH IS SUPERFLUOUS IN IT. THEREFORE, LET THAT MATTER BE PREPARED AND LET THAT WHICH IS PURE BE CHOSEN OUT OF IT, AND LET THAT WHICH IS EARTHLY BE REMOVED FROM IT. TUDIANUS: KNOW THAT OUR COPPERY AND VOLATILE STONE IS IN HIS MANIFEST COLD AND MOIST, AND IN HIS SECRET WARM AND DRY. AND THAT COLDNESS AND MOISTNESS WHICH IS IN MANIFEST, IS A WATERY FUME CORRUPTING AND MAKING BLACK, DESTROYING ITSELF AND ALL THINGS, AND FLYING FROM THE FIRE. AND THE HEAT AND DRYNESS, WHICH IS IN SECRET, IS WARM AND DRY GOLD, AND IT IS A MOST PURE OIL PENETRATIVE IN BODIES AND NOT FUGITIVE, BECAUSE THE HEAT AND DRYNESS OF ALCHEMY TINGETH AND NOTHING ELSE. CAUSE THEREFORE THE COLDNESS AND WATERY MOISTURE, WHICH IS IN MANIFEST, TO BE LIKE UNTO THE HEAT AND DRYNESS, WHICH IS IN SECRET, THAT THEY MAY AGREE TOGETHER AND BE CONJOINED, AND BE MADE ALL IN ONE PENETRATING AND TINCTING, BUT IT IS MEET THOSE MOISTURES BE DESTROYED BY THE FIRE, AND BY THE DEGREES OF THE FIRE, WITH GENTLE TEMPERAMENT AND MODERATE DIGESTION. THE PHILOSOPHICAL PUTREFACTION IS NOTHING ELSE BUT A CORRUPTION AND DESTRUCTION OF BODIES. FOR ONE FORM BEING DESTROYED, NATURE PRESENTLY BRINGS INTO IT ANOTHER FORM, MORE-BETTER AND SUBTLE. PUTREFACTION IS THE SAME THING THAT FRACTION OF FILTHINESS IS. FOR BY PUTREFACTION EVERY THING IS DIGESTED, AND FRACTION IS MADE BETWEEN THAT WHICH IS FILTHY, THAT WHICH STINKS, AND THAT WHICH IS PURE AND CLEAN. FOR A PURE AND CLEAN BODY BEING PUTREFIED DOTH IMMEDIATELY GROW AND INCREASE, AS IS MANIFEST IN A GRAIN OF CORN, WHICH AFTER IT HAS STOOD MANY DAYS UNDER THE HEAT OF THE EARTH, THEN IT BEGINNETH TO SWELL, AND THAT WHICH IS PURE GROWS OUT OF IT AND MULTIPLIES, BUT THAT WHICH IS FILTHY AND NAUGHT, VANISHES AWAY. THEREFORE, PUTREFACTION IS ALSO NECESSARY IN OUR WORK, BY REASON OF THE AFORESAID CAUSES. CONCEPTION AND DESPONSATION ARE DONE IN ROTTENNESS IN THE BOTTOM OF THE VESSEL, AND THE GENERATION OF THINGS BEGOTTEN SHALL BE DONE IN THE AIR, THAT IS IN THE HEAD OF THE VESSEL, THAT IS OF AN ALEMBIC. THE BODY DOES NOTHING BUT PUTREFY, AND CANNOT BE PUTREFIED BUT BY MERCURY. PUTREFACTION MAY BE MADE WITH A MOST SOFT FIRE OF DUNG, WARM AND MOIST, AND WITH NO OTHER, SO THAT NOTHING MAY ASCEND. BECAUSE IF ANYTHING SHOULD ASCEND, A SEPARATION OF PARTS WOULD BE MADE, WHICH SHOULD NOT BE DONE UNTIL THE MAN AND WOMAN BE PERFECTLY JOINED, AND ONE RECEIVES ANOTHER. THE SIGN IS IN THE SIGHT OF THE PERFECT SOLUTION, AND ALTHOUGH AZOTH APPEARS WHITE IN THE FIRST MIXTION AND CONJUNCTION, BY REASON THE WOMAN OVERCOMETH WITH HER COLOUR, NEVERTHELESS IN PUTREFACTION, BY THE BENEFIT OF THE FIRE, THEY ARE BOTH MADE BLACK BY THE FIRE INCREASING IN MOIST, IT PUTREFIES THE COLOUR BLACK, WHICH IS TINCTURE, AND THEREFORE TO BE KEPT A GREAT SECRET. THE NATURE OF GOLD BEING PUTREFIED IN STRONG WATER EXCELS ALL NATURES THEREFORE IN THE MAKING OF THE STONE, IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT NO STONE EXCELLETH THE MINERAL STONE IN VIRTUE. THE PHILOSOPHER: MAKE A ROUND CIRCLE OF THE MAN AND WOMAN, AND DRAW OUT OF IT A QUADRANGLE, AND OUT OF THE QUADRANGLE A TRIANGLE, MAKE A ROUND CIRCLE, AND THOU SHALT HAVE THE STONE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. GEBER PROVES IN HIS BOOK OF TRIALS: THAT IF SOL AND LUNA ARE INCORPORATED TOGETHER BY ART, THEY WILL NOT EASILY BE SEPARATED, AND SO THE ONE CONVERTETH THE OTHER, BECAUSE THE ONE IS DRY AND THE OTHER IS MOIST, AND AFTER THE ONE HATH TAKEN THE OTHER, THEY EMBRACE THEMSELVES WITH SUCH STRONG KNITTING AND HOLD THEMSELVES SO FAST, THAT THE ONE CAN HARDLY BE PLUCKED FROM THE OTHER. THIS WOULD BE MUCH MORE-STRONGER IF ONE OF THEM WERE SPIRITUAL, THAT IS MEDICINAL, AND SO TANGIBLE BY REASON OF HIS SPIRITUALNESS. GOLD IS GOLD IN ACT AND IN MATTER, BUT IF IT WERE SPIRITUALISED, THEN IS MADE OF ACT - POWER, AND OF MATTER - FORM AND OF A THING DONE - A THING DOING, OF A WOMAN - A MAN, AND OF A THING BORN - A THING BEARING. THEREFORE, SINCE THERE IS NO MATTER OF GOLD, NO GOLD WHICH WAS NOT FIRST SILVER AS THE PHILOSOPHER SAYS, IF THEREFORE SUCH A FORM BE JOINED TO THIS MATTER, THAT IS TO LUNA, SURELY, THEY WILL MOST DESIROUSLY EMBRACE THEMSELVES AND MAKE THAT WHICH IS THE LESS PERFECT MORE PERFECT, AND THIS IS DONE NATURALLY AND AMICABLY, BECAUSE EVERY NATURE, DESIRES TO BE PERFECT AND NATURALLY ABHORS TO BE DESTROYED. AVICENNA: THE INTENTION OF LABOURERS IN THIS ART, YEA RATHER THE INTENTION OF THE ART ITSELF, ACCORDING TO THE POSSIBILITY OF THE NATURE OF THINGS, IS THAT THE MATTER OF ONE THING MAY PUT ON THE FORM AND NATURE OF ANOTHER THING. VERBI GRATIA: COPPER IS TO PUT ON THE NATURE AND FORM OF SILVER, OR LEAD IS TO PUT ON THE NATURE AND FORM OF GOLD, AND SO LIKEWISE OF ALL OTHER METALS. FOR SINCE FORM IS THE NATURE OF EVERYTHING, THEN ANY THING BEING DESPOILED OF HIS FORM, AND ANOTHER FORM BROUGHT TO IT, I DOUBT WHETHER THE NATURE OF IT BE CHANGED FROM ITS FORM. WE SAY THEREFORE, THAT THE NAME OF ALCHEMY IN GREEK SIGNIFIES TRANSMUTATION AND THEREUPON WE SAY THAT ALCHEMY IS THE KNOWLEDGE AND SCIENCE OF TRANSMUTING THINGS FROM THEIR FORMS AND SHAPES ACCORDING TO HOW THE FORMS OF THINGS ARE DIVIDED. THE EXTRACTION OR IMPREGNATION OF THE SOUL: HERE THE FOUR ELEMENTS ARE SEPARATED, AND THE SOUL IS MOST SUBTLY SEVERED FROM THE BODY. OF BLACKNESS HERMES (IN HIS SECOND TREATISE): KNOW MY SON, THAT THIS OUR STONE OF MANY NAMES AND DIVERSE COLOURS IS ORDAINED AND COMPOUNDED OF FOUR ELEMENTS, WHICH WE MUST DIVIDE AND CUT INTO MEMBERS AND MORE STRAIGHTLY SEQUESTRATE THEM AND MORTIFY THE PARTS AND TURN THEM INTO THAT NATURE WHICH IS IN THEM. WE MUST KEEP THE WATER AND FIRE DWELLING IN THEM, WHICH IS OF FOUR ELEMENTS, AND WE MUST CONTAIN THOSE WATERS WITH HIS WATER, EVEN IF IT WERE NOT WATER BUT A FIERY FORM OF TRUE WATER ASCENDING IN THE VESSEL, WHICH CONTAINS THE SPIRITS IN THE BODIES AND MAKES THEM TINGEING AND PERMANENT. SORIN: TAKE OF IT LITTLE AND LITTLE, DIVIDE THE WHOLE, GRIND IT EARNESTLY, UNTIL IT BE POSSESSED WITH DEATH OF THE INTENSITY OF BLACKNESS LIKE DUST. THIS THEREFORE IS GREAT DESIGN, IN SEARCHING OUT OF WHICH MANY MEN HAVE PERISHED, AND AFTERWARDS THOU SHALT DISCERN EVERY THING SEPARATELY AND GRIND THEM DILIGENTLY. HERMES: WE MUST MORTIFY TWO ARGENT VIVES AT ONCE. TAKE THE BRAIN THEREOF, AND GRIND IT IN MOST SHARP VINEGAR OR IN CHILDREN'S URINE UNTIL IT BE OBSCURED. THIS BEING DONE IT LIVETH IN PUTREFACTION, AND THE THICK CLOUDS WHICH WERE UPON IT AND IN HIS BODY BEFORE HE WAS MORTIFIED, ARE RETURNED, AND THIS BEING BEGUN AGAIN AS I HAVE WRITTEN IT, MAY AGAIN BE MORTIFIED AS BEFORE. BUT WE MUST SEQUESTRATE IT FROM TWO SULPHURS AND DECOCT IT CONTINUOUSLY, TILL THE WATER BE MADE BLACK. HE THEREFORE THAT MAKETH EARTH BLACK SHALL COME TO HIS PURPOSE AND IT SHALL GO WELL WITH HIM. ARNOLDUS: WHEN THE FIRST IS BLACK WE SAY IT IS THE KEY OF THE WORK, BECAUSE IT IS NOT DONE WITHOUT BLACKNESS. SPECULUM: THEREFORE, MY DEAR SON, WHEN THOU ART IN THY WORK SEE THAT IN THE BEGINNING, THOU HAVE BLACK COLOUR, AND THEN ASSURE THYSELF THAT THOU PUTREFIETH AND PROCEEDETH IN THE RIGHT WAY. 0 BLESSED IS NATURE, AND BLESSED IS THY OPERATION, BECAUSE OF IMPERFECTION THOU MAKEST PERFECT WITH TRUE PUTREFACTION, WHICH IS BLACK AND OBSCURE. AFTERWARDS THOU MAKEST DIVERSE NEW THINGS TO SPRING UP, AND WITH THY GREENNESS THOU CAUSE DIVERS COLOURS TO APPEAR. THAT BLACKNESS IS CALLED EARTH, WHICH IS REITERATED SO OFTEN WITH LIGHT DECOCTION, UNTIL THE BLACKNESS REMAINS ALONE, AND SO YOU HAVE TWO ELEMENTS. THE FIRST WATER BY ITSELF, AND THEN EARTH OF WATER. AVICENNA IN HIS BOOK OF MOISTURES: THE AGENT HEAT IN A MOIST BODY DOTH FIRST ENGENDER BLACKNESS, AS WE MAY SEE IN CALX, WHICH IS MADE BY THE COMMON SORT. MENABDES: I WILL THAT POSTERITY MAKES BODIES NO BODIES BY DISSOLUTION, AND TO MAKE NO BODIES BODIES BY PLEASANT DECOCTION. WHEREIN WE MUST TAKE GREAT HEED THAT THE SPIRIT BE NOT CONVERTED INTO FUME AND VANISH AWAY BY OVERMUCH FIRE. MARIA: KEEP IT AND BE CAREFUL THAT NONE OF IT FLY INTO FUME, AND LET THE NATURE OF THE FIRE BE ACCORDING TO THE HEAT OF THE SUN IN JULY, UNTIL THE WATER BE THICKENED AND THE EARTH MADE BLACK, BY THE LONG DECOCTION THEREOF. SO THEREFORE, THOU HAST ANOTHER ELEMENT WHICH IS EARTH, AND LET IT SUFFICE THEE FOR BLACKNESS. STEPHIANUS: OPEN THY EYES AND THY HEART, HEARKEN AND UNDERSTAND I WILL SHOW AND SPEAK UNTO THEE WORDS THAT ARE TO BE UNDERSTOOD, IF THOU BE ONE OF THEM WHICH SHOULD UNDERSTAND. KNOW THIS, THAT FROM MAN NOTHING COMETH FORTH BUT MAN, AND SO OF EVERY ANIMAL THE LIKE ENGENDERED, BUT WE SEE SOME THINGS ENGENDERED OF THEIR ROOTS TO BE UNLIKE ONE TO ANOTHER, BECAUSE WE SEE SOME THINGS THAT HAVE WINGS TO BE ENGENDERED OF THINGS THAT HAVE NO WINGS. WE SEE AND KNOW ALSO SOME THINGS THAT WE KNOW NOT OF WHAT NATURE COMETH FORTH, ALTHOUGH WE KNOW IT SUFFICETH US, BUT CANNOT GIVE ANY REASON FOR IT, BECAUSE THEY ARE DARK AND PROFOUND AND PERHAPS HIDDEN UNDERNEATH THE EARTH. AND KNOW THAT OF THAT MINERAL NATURE THE ART IS MADE AND OF NOTHING ELSE. AVICENNA: KNOW THEREFORE THE MINERAL ROOT, MAKING YOUR WORK OF THEM. ARISTOTLE IN HIS SECOND BOOK OF THE SOUL: IT IS A MOST NATURAL AND PERFECT WORK TO ENGENDER LIKE TO LIKE, AS A PLANT TO ENGENDER A PLANT, AND A GOAT TO ENGENDER A GOAT. ARISTOTLE: THE WORK OF THE ART OF ALCHEMY WOULD NOT PROFIT IN ITSELF, UNLESS WE KNOW THE APPARENT NATURES WITHOUT ERROR. HERMES: 0, WATER REMAINING IN FORM, THE CREATRESS OF THE ROYAL ELEMENTS. 0, NATURE THE CHIEF CREATRESS OF NATURES, WHICH CONTAINS NATURE AND MEANLY OVERCOMETH BY NATURE, WHICH COMETH WITH LIGHT, AND IS BEGOTTEN WITH LIGHT. OUT OF THE LUCIDARY OF ARNOLDUS: SOME MEN HAVE SAID THAT ALL THE COLOURS WHICH MAY BE DEVISED IN THE WORLD DO APPEAR IN THE WORK OF THE STONE, BUT THAT IS THE DECEIT OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. FOR THERE APPEAR BUT FOUR PRINCIPAL COLOURS, AND BECAUSE ALL THE OTHER COLOURS DRAW THEIR ORIGINAL OUT OF THEM, THEREFORE THEY CALLED THEM ALL COLOURS, AND ALTHOUGH ALL COLOURS DO NOT APPEAR TO THEE YET CARE NOT SO LONG AS THOU MAYEST SEGREGATE THE ELEMENTS. FOR YELLOWNESS SIGNIFIES BURNT CHOLER AND FIRE. REDNESS SIGNIFIES BLOOD AND AIR. WHITENESS, PHLEGM AND WATER. BLACKNESS MELANCHOLY AND EARTH. WHEREUPON HORTULANUS SAYS THERE ARE FOUR ELEMENTS, HAVING FOUR COLOURS AND KNOW THAT THE AFORESAID COLOURS APPEAR IN OUR DISSOLUTION. I DEMAND IN WHAT TIME THIS BLESSED STONE MAY BE MADE, TO WHICH IT IS ANSWERED AS A CERTAIN AUTHOR LELIUS THE PHILOSOPHER WITNESSES, THAT HIS MAGISTERY WAS FINISHED IN EIGHT DAYS, AND THAT ANOTHER DID IT IN SEVEN DAYS, AND ANOTHER IN THREE MONTHS, AND SOME IN FOUR MONTHS, AND SOME IN HALF A YEAR, AND SOME IN THE SPACE OF A WHOLE YEAR, AND MARIA SAYS SHE DID IT IN THREE DAYS. TO THIS I SAY THAT THE CAUSE OF DIVERSITY, THAT IS OF SHORTNESS AND LENGTH OF TIME, MIGHT BE DEFECT IN THE VIRTUE OF THE WATER OF MERCURY OR BECAUSE IT WORKETH OF SOL AND LUNA. AND SOME OF THE PHILOSOPHERS ADDED MORE AND SOME LESS. BUT SOL IS FIXED AND NOT FLYING, AND WITH THAT ONLY DID THEY WORK. WHEREUPON, FOR HIS IMPOTENCY OF FIXION AND IMPATIENCY OF FIRE WHEN IT WAS MINGLED WITH SOL BY MELTING, IT CAUSED IT TO ASCEND FOR A GREAT PART. AND WHEN IT DID ASCEND, SO THEY CALLED IT WATER AND A SOUL AND A SPIRIT, SAYING THAT THEIR WATER WAS NOT COMMON WATER NOR WATER OF MERCURY. AND THEN THE EARTH REMAINED IN THE BOTTOM, THEN THEY REDUCED THAT WATER ABOVE THE BODY AND MADE IT AGAIN TO ASCEND BY VIRTUE OF THE FIRE, AND THEY MINGLED IT AGAIN WITH EARTH, UNTIL THEY CARRIED OUT THE EARTH WITH THEM IN THEIR BELLY. "THE WIND CARRIED HIM IN HIS BELLY." THEREFORE, OF NECESSITY THEY MUST HAVE A GREAT QUANTITY OF THE AFORESAID WATER. AND THEN THE SPIRIT WAS FIXED IN THE BODY, THEREFORE THEY BEGAN THAT SUBLIMING AGAIN UNTIL ALL THE WHOLE REMAINED FIXED AND THAT WHICH WAS WEAK ASCENDED. THEN WAS THE SPIRIT FIXED IN THE BODY, AND LUNA WAS INCORPORATED TO SOL AND COMMIXED BY THE LEAST, AND SO THE OPERATION WAS FINISHED. WHEREUPON THE AFORESAID DIVERSITY IN WORKING MIGHT BE IN ADDING TOO MUCH OF THE FIXED BODY AND TOO LITTLE OF THE BODY NOT FIXED, AND BECAUSE THERE WAS NOT MORE OF THE UNFIXED BODY, THEREFORE IT ASCENDED THE SOONER, AND WHEN THERE WAS MORE OF THE FIXED THEN IT ASCENDED MORE SLOWLY. BUT WHAT SAY YOU OF THIS? THE PHILOSOPHERS SAY PLAINLY, "OUR GOLD IS NOT THE COMMON GOLD, AND OUR SILVER NOT COMMON SILVER". I SAY THAT THEY CALL WATER GOLD BECAUSE IT ASCENDETH TO HIGHER THINGS BY THE VIRTUE OF THE FIRE, AND IN TRUTH THAT GOLD IS NOT COMMON GOLD, FOR THE COMMON PEOPLE WOULD NOT BELIEVE THAT IT COULD ASCEND TO HIGHER MATTERS BY REASON OF ITS FIXEDNESS. KNOW MOREOVER THAT SUCH A MANNER HATH BEEN ACCUSTOMED OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, AS TO HALT AND DISSEMBLE IN A MOST PLAIN WAY, AND TO HIDE THE MATTER THAT IS SPOKEN OF, BY FIGURES AND PARABLES AND SOMETIMES BY METAPHORICAL WORDS AND SOMETIMES BY FALSE AND STRANGE PRACTISE IN WAY OF SIMILITUDES. GEBER: WHERESOEVER WE HAVE SPOKEN PLAINLY, THERE WE HAVE SPOKEN NOTHING, BUT WHERE WE HAVE USED RIDDLES AND FIGURES, THERE WE HAVE HIDDEN THE TRUTH. METRISTA: SALTS AND ALUMS ARE NOT THE STONE BUT HELPERS OF THE STONE. HE THAT HATH NOT TASTED OF THE SAVOUR OF THE SALT SHALL NEVER COME TO THE WISHED FERMENT OF FERMENTS, FOR IT FERMENTETH FINITELY BY EXCELLENCY, SUCH IS THE SUPERIOR AS IS THE INFERIOR. BURN IN WATER, WASH IN FIRE. DECOCT, RECOCT AND DECOCT AGAIN. OFTEN TIMES MAKE MOIST AND ALWAYS COAGULATE. KILL THE QUICK AND REVIVE AGAIN AND RAISE FROM THE DEAD. AND THOU SHALT HAVE TRULY WHICH THOU SEEKEST, IF THOU KNOW THE REGIMEN OF THE FIRE, MERCURY AND FIRE ARE SUFFICIENT FOR THEE. IF THOU OUR COPPER WELL DO KNOW ALL THE OTHER, THINGS THOU MAYEST LET GO. OUT OF AN ANCIENT LITTLE BOOK - HORTULANUS UPON THE EPISTLE OF HERMES: HE ONLY THAT KNOWS HOW TO MAKE THE PHILOSOPHERS STONE UNDERSTANDETH THEIR WORDS CONCERNING THE PHILOSOPHERS STONE. FOR THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE MANIFESTLY ENDEAVOURED TO MAKE THIS ART KNOWN TO THE WORTHY AND TO CONCEAL IT FROM THE UNWORTHY. AND SO, THEY ALWAYS SPEAK TRUTH OF THE VIRTUE OF INTENTION BUT NOT OF THE VIRTUE OF SPEECH. AND SO, THEY SAY THE PHILOSOPHERS STONE TO BE MADE OF AN EGG, BECAUSE THERE ARE THREE THINGS IN AN EGG, WHICH ARE LIKE TO THREE THINGS WHICH MAKE PERFECT THE STONE. HERMES SAYS, "SOL IS ITS FATHER AND LUNA IS ITS MOTHER", AND THUS HE GRANTETH THAT TWO THINGS ENTER INTO THE COMPOSITION OF THE STONE, AND THAT HORTULANUS PROVES BECAUSE THE WATER OF SOL IS VOLATILE AND HIS BODY FIXED, AND IN THE CONTRARY WAY WITH LUNA. AND THEN THESE WORDS SPOKEN BY GEBER AND OTHER PHILOSOPHERS ARE DECLARED "MAKE FIXED VOLATILE, AND VOLATILE FIXED, AND FIXED VOLATILE". FOR THEY PERSUADE THAT THERE IS MANIFEST SOLUTION, BECAUSE THE WHOLE WORK CONSISTS IN SOLUTION. LIKEWISE, WHEN HE SAYS THAT IT IS SUPERIOR AND INFERIOR, HEREBY SUPERIOR IS UNDERSTOOD THE WORTHIER AND INFERIOR THE UNWORTHIER, THAT ONE MAY BE MADE OF THOSE THREE OR THAT ONE THING MAY BE MADE OF SOL AND LUNA WHOSE PARTS ARE EQUAL. AND THIS CONJUNCTION IS CALLED THE SUBLIMATION OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, AND SUBLIMATION IS CALLED EXALTATION, OR DIGNIFICATION, BECAUSE LUNA AND MERCURY ARE DIGNIFIED. FOR WHEN UNION IS MADE IN SO GREAT DIGNITY, THEN LUNA IS AS SOL AND MERCURY. LIKEWISE, WHEN FIXATION IS MADE WHICH IS CALLED THE DEAD BODY, THEN SOL IS AS BASE AS MERCURY. LIKEWISE, THE STONE IS SAID TO HAVE FOUR ELEMENTS, WHICH ARNOLDUS EXPOUNDETH. BECAUSE WHEN SOLUTION IS MADE THEN WATER IS CALLED ONE ELEMENT, AND WHEN THE BODY IS IMPURE, THE EARTH IS CALLED THE SECOND ELEMENT, AND WHEN THE EARTH IS CALCINED, IT IS CALLED FIRE, AND WHEN THE STONE IS AGAIN DISSOLVED IT IS CALLED AIR. LIKEWISE, THE STONE IS SAID TO HAVE BODY, SOUL AND SPIRIT. BY THE BODY WE UNDERSTAND THE IMPURE BODY AS WAS SAID BEFORE, BY THE SOUL IS UNDERSTOOD THE FERMENT, AND BY THE SPIRIT WHICH HATH ITS BEING IN PROJECTION WHICH IS CALLED BY ANOTHER NAME, FIFTH ESSENCE, WHICH THIS COMPOSTION HAVING GOTTEN, IT HAS THE TRUE VIRTUE OF CONVERTING. LIKEWISE, THE AFORESAID STONE IS CALLED REBIS, THAT IS ONE THING WHICH IS MADE OF TWO THINGS, THAT IS OF BODY AND SPIRIT, OR OF SOL AND LUNA OF A BODY PURIFIED AND FERMENTED. LIKEWISE, IT IS CALLED A STONE FOUND IN EVERY PLACE, BECAUSE OF THE TRUE COMPOSITION, WHEN SOL, LUNA AND MERCURY ARE CONJOINED TOGETHER, THE VIRTUE OF THE STONE IS WHOLLY THROUGH THE WORLD, IN MOUNTAINS AND PLAINS, THAT IS IN BODIES AND MERCURY, AND IN THE SEA, THAT IS IN DISSOLVED WATER, AND FLYING THINGS TAKE HELP AND NOURISHMENT OF IT. THINGS FLYING ARE QUICK MERCURY AND IMPERFECT BODIES WHICH ARE CONVERTED INTO SOL AND LUNA, AND IT IS CALLED SCORPIO, THAT IS POISON, BECAUSE IT MORTIFIES ITSELF AND REVIVETH ITSELF AGAIN, FOR THAT THREEFOLD THING BEING CAST UPON MERCURY DOTH REVIVE IT, BECAUSE IT MAKETH A TRUE BODY AND YET IT IS CALLED MINERAL ARGENT VIVE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. BUT THE MATTER OF THE PHILOSOPHERS STONE IS WATER, AND IT IS UNDERSTOOD OF THE WATER OF THESE THREE, AS HORTULANUS PROVES, NEITHER OUGHT THERE TO BE MORE OR FEWER. AND HE SAYS THAT SOL IS THE MAN AND LUNA THE WOMAN, AND MERCURY THE SPERM. BUT THAT THERE MAY BE GENERATION AND CONCEPTION, IT IS MEET THAT THE MAN BE JOINED TO THE WOMAN, AND SO CONCEPTION AND IMPREGNATION OUGHT TO BE MADE BEFORE FERMENTATION, AND WHEN THE MATTER IS MULTIPLIED AND FERMENTED, THEN IT IS SAID THAT AN INFANT INCREASETH IN THE WOMB OF THE MOTHER. HORTULANUS AND ARNOLDUS SAY THAT THE SOUL IS POURED INTO THE BODY AND A CROWNED KING IS BORN. IN THE BOOK OF THE TURBA OF THE PHILOSOPHERS THESE WORDS ARE RECITED, "DISSOLVE BODIES AND IMBIBE THE SPIRIT". THEY SAY BODIES IN THE PLURAL BECAUSE THERE MUST BE TWO, AND THEY SAY SPIRIT IN THE SINGULAR BECAUSE IT IS MEET THERE SHOULD BE ONE. AND THERE IS NO SPERM WITHOUT THE MATTER OF BODIES UNLESS MERCURY. AND WHEN IT IS SAID, IMBIBE THE SPIRIT THEN THAT OPERATION IS UNDERSTOOD WHICH FIXES MERCURY AND THE STONE IS MULTIPLIED. MULTIPLIED, THAT IS REITERATED. LIKEWISE, WHEN MERCURY MORTIFIES THE MATTER OF SOL AND LUNA, THE MATTER REMAINS LIKE ASHES, AND IT IS CALLED OF THE PHILOSOPHERS SEARING OR GRINDING OF THEM. OF THESE ASHES IT IS SAID IN THE BOOK OF THE TURBA AND IN THE BOOK OF ARNOLDUS, MAKE NO SMALL ACCOUNT OF THESE ASHES. LIKEWISE, THE AFORESAID ASHES, WHICH IS OF THESE THREE THINGS, IS CALLED BY THE PHILOSOPHERS AN IMPURE BODY, BECAUSE IT MUST BE DECOCTED AND CALCINED UNTO WHITENESS. THEREFORE, MORIENUS SAYS IN THE BOOK OF THE TURBA, "UNLESS YOU PURIFY THE UNCLEAN BODY AND MAKE IT WHITE AND SEND A SOUL INTO IT, YOU HAVE DIRECTED NOTHING WELL IN THIS MAGISTERY." AND IN THIS SORT, THERE ARE TWO HAD, THAT IS CALCINATION OF THE STONE ITSELF AND FERMENTATION. CALCINATION, THAT IS IN MANNER OF WHITE ASH OR EARTH, OR OF WHITE CALX BY THE SPIRITS, WHICH REDUCTION OF OPERATION IS DONE AND MADE WITH OUR FIRE, THAT IS WITH WATER OF OUR MERCURY. LIKEWISE, WHEN IT IS CALLED TINCTURE IT TINCTETH. IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT IF THIS MEDICINE BE CALCINED, DISSOLVED AND COAGULATED, IT IS FERMENTED, FOR WHITE IS MADE LUNA, WITH SOL IT IS MADE SOL. LIKEWISE, GEBER PROVES AND SAYS, OF THE MEDICINE OF THE THIRD ORDER, BECAUSE BOTH WHITE AND RED ARE ONE AND THE SAME WAY WITH SOL AND LUNA, YET THEY DIFFER IN FERMENTATION, OF WHICH THIRD ORDER THIS MEDICINE IS DOUBLE, THAT IS SOLARY AND LUNARY, AND YET IT IS IN ONE ESSENCE, AND THE MANNER OF DOING IS ONE. BUT THERE IS AN ADDITION OF YELLOWNESS, OR OF YELLOW COLOUR OF WHICH MEDICINE IS PERFECTED OF THE SUBSTANCE OF FIXED SULPHUR. THAT IS, EITHER MEDICINE IS BEGUN WITH SOL OR LUNA, FOR RED FERMENT IS MADE WITH SOL AND WHITE WITH LUNA. SOL IS TAKEN TWO WAYS, ONE WAY FOR WATER OF SOL, ANOTHER WAY FOR THE BODY OF SOL AS HAS BEEN SAID BEFORE. LIKEWISE, WHEN IT IS SAID THAT ALL COLOURS APPEAR, IT IS TRUE, BECAUSE BEFORE FERMENTATION, IN CALCINATIONS, DISSOLUTIONS AND FIXATIONS, ALL COLOURS APPEAR. LIGHT OF LIGHTS: AND KNOW THAT THEY ARE THE SAME THINGS WHICH MAKE BOTH WHITE AND RED, INWARDLY AND OUTWARDLY, THAT IS SOL, LUNA, AND MERCURY. WHICH THREE BEING DISSOLVED AND FERMENTED, HE CALLETH THEM ARGENT VIVE, SAYING ARGENT VIVE HATH IN ITSELF, BODY, SOUL AND SPIRIT. LIKEWISE DECOCT THE MAN AND THE WOMAN TOGETHER, TILL THEY BE COAGULATED AND MADE A STONE. LIKEWISE, YOU MUST NOTE THAT OUR ELIXIR IS NOT MADE BUT OF MINERALS, AND NOTE MOREOVER, THE DRAGON DIES NOT UNLESS HE BE KILLED BY HIS BROTHER AND SISTER, AND NOT BY ONE ONLY BUT BY TWO AT ONCE. SOL IS THE BROTHER AND LUNA, IS THE SISTER. LASTLY, ARNOLDUS SAYS, BECAUSE THE PHILOSOPHERS SPEAK TRUE OF THE STONE WHATSOEVER, THEY SPEAK, BECAUSE THEY SPEAK OF THE VIRTUE OF SPEECH TO CONCEAL IT FROM THE UNWORTHY, BUT OF THE VIRTUE OF INTENTION THEY SPEAK TO THE WORTHY AND SPEAK A TRUTH. AND THE PHILOSOPHERS KNOW THAT SUCH MATTERS OUGHT TO BE DECLARED MYSTICALLY, AS POETRY IN THE MANNER OF A FABLE AND PARABLE, AND WHEN THE PHILOSOPHERS SPEAK OF GREAT MATTERS, THEY DO NOT MINGLE PARABLES AND FABLES, AS MACROBIUS SAYS. 
ROSARIUM PHILOSOPHORUM (PART 3)
WASHING OR MUNDIFICATION: HERE THE DEW FALLETH FROM HEAVEN, AND WASHETH THE BLACK BODY IN THE SEPULCHRE. SENIOR IN HIS EPISTLE OF SOL AND LUNA: BUT THE WATER WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN OF IS A THING DESCENDING FROM HEAVEN AND THE EARTH WITH HIS MOISTURE RECEIVES IT, AND THE WATER OF HEAVEN IS RETAINED AND KEPT WITH THE WATER OF THE EARTH, AND THE WATER OF THE EARTH BY REASON OF ITS BONDAGE HONOURETH HIM, AND WATER IS GATHERED TOGETHER IN WATER, AND WATER RETAINETH WATER, AND ALBIRA IS WHITENED WITH ASTUNA. HERMES: THE SPIRIT ENTERS NOT INTO BODIES, UNLESS THE BODIES BE CLEAN. ALPHIDIUS: TAKE THE WHITENESS AND LET THE BLACKNESS ALONE. DEMOCRITUS: MUNDIFY TIN WITH THE CHOICEST WASHING, AND EXTRACT HIS BLACKNESS OUT OF IT, AND ALSO HIS DARKNESS, AND THEN HIS BRIGHTNESS WILL APPEAR. SORIN: DISSOLVE IT WITH WHITE FIRE UNTIL IT SEEMS LIKE A NAKED SWORD AND BY WHITENING MAKE THE BODY TO BE WHITE. RASIS: WATER WHEN IT IS MINGLED WITH COPPER DOTH WHITEN IT INWARDLY. THIS WHITENING IS CALLED BY SOME MEN, IMPREGNATION, BECAUSE THE EARTH IS WHITENED, FOR THE WATER RULING THE EARTH INCREASES AND IS MULTIPLIED, AND AN AUGMENTATION OF A NEW OFFSPRING IS ENGENDERED THEREBY. ALPHIDIUS: THEN IT BECOMES THEE TO WASH THE BLACK EARTH AND TO MAKE IT WHITE WITHOUT FIRE. HALI: TAKE THAT WHICH DESCENDS TO THE BOTTOM OF THE VESSEL AND WASH IT WITH HOT FIRE, TILL THE BLACKNESS THEREOF BE TAKEN AWAY, AND THAT HIS THICKNESS, VANISH AND MAKE THE COMPOUNDS OF THE MOISTURES TO FLY FROM IT, UNTIL THERE COME A VERY WHITE CALX, IN WHICH THERE SHALL BE NO BLOT NOR SPOT, FOR THEN IS THE EARTH ABLE AND PREPARED TO RECEIVE THE SOUL. MORIENUS: THIS EARTH WITH HIS WATER IS PUTREFIED AND CLEANSED. WHICH WHEN IT IS CLEANSED, THE WHOLE MAGISTERY BY THE HELP OF GOD SHALL BE AFFECTED. HERMES: AZOTH AND FIRE DO WASH LATON, AND TAKE THE BLACKNESS FROM IT. THE PHILOSOPHER: MAKE WHITE THE LATON AND BREAK THE BOOKS, THAT YOUR HEART BE NOT BROKEN, FOR THIS IS THE COMPOSITION OF ALL THE WISEMEN AND ALSO THE THIRD PART OF THE WHOLE WORK. JOIN THEREFORE, AS IT IS SAID IN THE TURBA, DRY TO MOIST, THAT IS BLACK EARTH WITH HIS WATER AND DECOCT IT TILL IT BE MADE WHITE, THUS YOU HAVE WATER AND EARTH BY ITSELF, AND EARTH WHITENED WITH WATER, THAT WHITENESS IS CALLED AIR. SOLOMON IN THE SEVENTH BOOK OF WISDOM, SET DOWN THIS SCIENCE FOR LIGHT AND ABOVE ALL BEAUTY AND HEALTH. IN COMPARISON TO THAT PRECIOUS STONE, HE HATH NOT COMPARED IT, BECAUSE ALL GOLD IS AS IT WERE SMALL SAND, AND SILVER IS ACCOUNTED AS DIRT IN SIGHT OF THAT, FOR THE GETTING OF THAT IS BETTER THAN THE WORK OF MOST PURE SILVER AND GOLD, THE FRUIT THEREOF IS MORE PRECIOUS THAN ALL THE RICHES OF THIS WORLD, AND ALL THE THINGS WHICH ARE DESIRED IN THE WORLD ARE NOT ABLE TO BE COMPARED TO THIS. THE LENGTH OF DAYS AND HEALTH ARE IN HIS RIGHT HAND, BUT GLORY AND INFINITE RICHES ARE IN HIS LEFT HAND, HIS WAYS ARE FAIR AND LAUDABLE OPERATIONS, AND HIS BOUNDS ARE MODERATE AND NOT HASTY BUT WITH THE INSTANCES OF DAILY LABOUR. WOOD OF LIFE IS IN THOSE WHICH APPREHEND IT, AND A LIGHT NEVER FAILING, BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH POSSESS IT BECAUSE THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD SHALL NEVER PERISH, AS ALPHIDIUS WITNESSETH SAYING, HE THAT SHALL FIND THIS SCIENCE OR KNOWLEDGE, HIS MEAT SHALL BE LAWFUL AND EVERLASTING. ARISTOTLE: 0, HOW MIRACULOUS IS THAT THING THAT HATH ALL THINGS IN ITSELF, WHICH WE SEEK, TO WHICH WE ADD NOTHING, NOR DIMINISH NOTHING, BUT REMOVE IT ONLY IN SUPERFLUOUS PREPARATION. ARNOLDUS: THE FIRST MATTER OF METALS IS A CERTAIN SMOKY SUBSTANCE, CONTAINING IN ITSELF AN UNCTUOUS HUMIDITY OR MOISTNESS, FROM WHICH SUBSTANCE THE WORKMAN SEPARATES THE PHILOSOPHICAL MOISTNESS WHICH IS FIT FOR YOUR WORK, WHICH WILL BE AS CLEAR AS GUM, IN WHICH THE FIFTH AND METALLIC ESSENCE DWELLS, AND THAT IS A GENTLE METAL, AND IN IT IS THE MEANS OF CONJOINING TINCTURES, BECAUSE IT HATH THE NATURE OF SULPHUR AND THE NATURE OF ARGENT VIVE. GEBER: 0 HOW PROFITABLE IS THAT THING, BECAUSE WE USE THAT RAW MEDICINE, WHICH AFTER IT IS DECOCTED AND DIGESTED IT IS THE GREATEST POISON ABOVE ALL POISONS. GRATIANUS: IN ALCHEMY THERE IS A CERTAIN NOBLE BODY WHICH IS REMOVED FROM MASTER TO MASTER, IN THE BEGINNING WHEREOF MISERY WILL BE WITH VINEGAR BUT IN THE END JOY WITH GLADNESS. ASTANUS IN THE TURBA: TAKE THAT BLACK SPIRIT NOT BURNING, AND WITH IT DISSOLVE AND DIVIDE BODIES. IT IS ALL FIERY AND DISSOLVING BY HIS FIERINESS, DIVIDING ALL BODIES WITH HIS CO-EQUALS. ROSARIUS: WHOSOEVER WILL ENTER INTO OUR ROSARY AND THERE SEE AND HAVE ROSES AS WELL AS WHITE AS RED, WITHOUT THAT BASE THING WITH WHICH OUR LOCKS ARE LOCKED, IS LIKENED ONTO A MAN THAT IS DESIROUS TO GO WITHOUT FEET, BECAUSE IN THAT BASE THING THERE IS A KEY BY WHICH THE SEVEN METALLIC GATES ARE OPENED, AND WITHOUT THAT BASE THING THE PRECIOUS WORK CAN NEVER BE AFFECTED. WASHING IS THE ENDING OF BLACKNESS, OR PURIFYING IT, UNTIL WHITE BE MADE PERFECTLY WHITE, AND RED PLAIN RED, FOR AZOTH AND FIRE DO TAKE AWAY THE OBSCURITY OF THE FIRE. MORTIFICATION IS A SEPARATION OF HARDNESS FROM THE BODY, BECAUSE THE SOUL IS THEN DEAD, BUT THE BODY IS ALIVE BY REASON OF THE BODY HEAT AND DRYNESS. FOR EVERYTHING THAT HATH HEAT HATH LIFE AND FOR THIS CAUSE THE CALX OF ALCHEMY IS SAID TO HAVE LIFE, BECAUSE THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE STUDIED TO KILL THEIR IMPERFECT LIFE AND TO RESTORE A PERPETUAL LIFE. REVIVING IS BY REASON OF NOURISHMENT, THAT IS TO SAY, A RESTORING OF THEIR PERFECT HUMOUR AND RECTIFIED MOISTURE BY THE EXPEDITION OF THAT IMPERFECT MOISTURE. OUT OF A CERTAIN TORN PAPER: NOW I MAKE MANIFEST UNTO THEE BY NATURAL KNOWLEDGE THE SECRET STONE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS WHICH IS DECKED WITH A THREE-FOLD GARMENT, THE STONE OF RICHES, THE STONE OF CHARITY, AND THE STONE OF CURING ALL LANGUISHING. AND IN IT IS CONTAINED EVERY SECRET, AND IT IS CALLED THE DIVINE MYSTERY GIVEN OF GOD, AND IN THE, WORLD THERE IS NOT A MORE-HIGHER THING, AFTER A RATIONAL SOUL. YOU MUST DILIGENTLY NOTE, I HAVE TOLD YOU THAT OUR STONE IS DECKED WITH A THREEFOLD GARMENT, THAT IS, DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS, INTO A BODY, A SOUL, AND A SPIRIT, WHEREUPON THE DEAD BODY WHICH WANTETH A SPIRIT IS DARK AND MISTY. IF THOU WILT, MY SON, THAT THE BODY BE REVIVED, THEN PUT HIS SOUL TO IT AGAIN, AND IT WILL LIVE PRESENTLY. 0, MASTER, I UNDERSTAND IT NOT. MY SON, I WILL TELL IT THEE MORE PLAINLY. ONE STONE OR ONE THING ONLY, BECAUSE THE BODY IS REDUCED INTO ITS NATURE, THAT IS INTO ITS WATER, THAT IS INTO ITS FIRST MATTER, BECAUSE THE FIRST MATTER OF BODIES IS AN UNCTUOUS AND SLIMY WATER. THEN IT IS FIRST CALLED ONE THING WHEN THE SUBSTANCE OF THE BODY AND THE WATER OF UNION ARE INSEPARABLY UNITED BY THE LEAST PARTS, AND THE PHILOSOPHICAL STONE, OF WHICH INFINITE BRANCHES ARE MULTIPLIED, AND THIS IS CALLED THE KNOWN STONE IN THE BOOKS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. THEREFORE, MY SON, FROM THAT STONE IS ITS OWN PROPER WATER EXTRACTED, AND IN THE SPIRIT BY MANNER OF SEPARATION. SUBLIMATION WHICH WE USE IS AN ELEVATION OF UNFIXED PARTS BUT THE UNFIXED PARTS ARE ELEVATED BY FUME AND WIND. BUT WE WILL THAT THOSE TWO BE FIXED TOGETHER AND YIELD GENTLE FUSION OR MELTING, AND SO UNDERSTAND OUR TRUE AND CERTAIN SUBLIMATION, AND THE STONE WHICH NO MAN CAN TOUCH WITH HIS TONGUE. HERMES SAYS, "DIVIDE THE SUBTLE FROM THE GROSS". LET THE EARTH BE CALCINED AND THE WATER SUBLIMED. THE EARTH REMAINS DOWNWARDS THE WATER ASCENDS UPWARDS. THE EARTH IS PURGED BY CALCINATION, THE WATER BY SUBLIMATION, AND BOTH BY PUTREFACTION. THE WATER DEFENDS THE EARTH THAT IT BURNS NOT, THE WATER IS BOUND BY THE EARTH THAT IT, FLY NOT, AND THEY BOTH BEING SUFFICIENTLY PURGED ARE MADE ONE INSEPERABLE, BECAUSE ONE WITHOUT THE OTHER CANNOT BE. ONE PART THEREOF BEING CAST UPON A HUNDRED PARTS OF ARGENT VIVE, DOTH TINCT IT INTO TRUE SILVER, AND IF IT SHALL BE SUCH TINCTURE, ONE PART OF IT BEING TURNED INTO RED, DOTH TINCT AS MANY PARTS INTO TRUE GOLD, OF WHICH GOLD THERE CAN BE NO BETTER FOUND, AND THIS IS OF HIDDEN NATURE AND GOTTEN BY THE HEAT OF THE FIRE. NOTE, THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WAS CARRIED UPON THE WATERS BEFORE THE CREATION OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. GENESIS FIRST CHAPTER. WE MAY SEE THEREFORE THAT ALL THINGS ARE CREATED OF WATER. GOD DIVIDED THIS WATER WHEN HE SPOKE, AND COMMANDED PART OF THE WATER TO GO INTO THE DRY LAND, AND CALLED IT EARTH. AND HE PRESERVED THE UNCONVERTED WATER FOR THE EARTH TO BE DEW AND MOISTEN IT, BECAUSE DRY EARTH YIELDS NOT MUCH FRUIT, UNLESS IT BE OFTENTIMES WETTED WITH RAIN WATER, AND WITHOUT RAIN WATER IT SELDOM OR NEVER BEARS FRUIT. 
OF THE REJOICING OR SPRINGING OR SUBLIMATION OF THE SOUL: HERE THE SOUL DESCENDETH FROM ON HIGH, AND REVIVES THE PUTREFIED BODY. NOW FOLLOWS THE FOURTH WORD AND IT IS THAT THE WATER, WHICH SHALL BE THICKENED AND COAGULATED WITH THE EARTH, MAY ASCEND BY SUBLIMATION. THUS, YOU HAVE EARTH, WATER AND AIR. AND THIS IT IS WHICH THE PHILOSOPHERS SAY MAKE IT WHITE AND SUBLIME IT QUICKLY WITH FIRE, UNTIL THE SPIRIT, GO OUT OF IT, WHICH YOU WILL FIND IN IT, AND IT IS CALLED AVIS OR THE ASHES OF HERMES. MORIENUS: MAKE NO SMALL ACCOUNT OF THE ASHES, FOR IT IS THE JEWEL OF THY HEART. TURBA: AUGMENT THE REGIMEN OF THE FIRE, BECAUSE AFTER WHITENESS IT COMES TO ASHINESS, WHICH IS CALLED CALCINED EARTH, WHICH IS OF A FIERY NATURE. MORIENUS: THE CALCINED EARTH REMAINS IN THE BOTTOM, AND IS OF A FIERY NATURE, AND SO YOU HAVE FOUR ELEMENTS IN THE AFORESAID PROPORTIONS —DISSOLVED WATER, WHITENED EARTH, SUBLIMED AIR, AND CALCINED FIRE. OF THESE FOUR ELEMENTS, ARISTOTLE SPEAKS IN HIS BOOK OF THE REGIMEN OF PRINCIPLES, "WHEN YOU HAVE WATER OF AIR, AND AIR OF FIRE, AND FIRE OF EARTH, THEN YOU HAVE THE FULL ART OF PHILOSOPHY", AND THIS IS THE END OF THE FIRST COMPOSITION, AS MORIENUS SAYS PATIENCE AND DELAY ARE NECESSARY IN OUR MAGISTERY, SURELY HASTINESS IS PARTLY OF THE DEVIL IN THIS MAGISTERY. HERMES: A DEAD THING WILL BE REVIVED AND A SICK THING BE HEALED. IT BEHOVETH THEE TO JOIN THE BODY AND THE SOUL TOGETHER BY CONTRITION IN SOL. HERMES: SOW YOUR GOLD IN WHITE FOLIATED EARTH. SENIOR: LET THE UPPER FUME DESCEND TO THE LOWER, AND FUME CONCEIVES FROM FUME. THIS DIVINE WATER IS A KING DESCENDING FROM HEAVEN. IT IS THE REDUCER OF THE SOUL INTO HIS BODY, WHICH REVIVES AFTER HIS DEATH, AND LIFE IS BY IT AND AFTERWARDS DEATH SHALL NOT BE. ROSINUS: FOR THE BODY REJOICES WHEN THE SOUL ENTRETH INTO IT, BUT THE BODY POSSESSES THE SOUL, AND EVERY THAT HATH FOUND OUT THE SOUL DOTH EASILY POSSESS IT, AND NOTE THIS, THAT THE SOUL IS PUNISHED WITH THE BODY AND IS IMPRISONED WITH IT, AND BY IT IS TURNED INTO A BODY. HERMES: THE SPIRIT IS THE EXTRACTER AND REDUCER OF THE SOUL AND THE REFORMER OF THE WHOLE WORK, AND ALL THINGS WHICH WE SEEK ARE IN IT. NOTHING MORE-BASE IN SIGHT THAN THAT, AND NOTHING MORE PRECIOUS IN NATURE THAN THAT, AND GOD HATH NOT ORDAINED IT TO BE SOLD FOR A PRICE. HERMES: IT BEHOVETH US TO HAVE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE BEGINNING AS WELL OF NATURAL THINGS AS OF ARTIFICIAL THINGS, FOR HE THAT KNOWETH NOT THE BEGINNING, CANNOT COME TO A GOOD AND PERFECT END. THIS SECRET IS THE LIFE OF EVERYTHING AND IT IS A WATER, AND WATER TAKES IN HAND THE NOURISHMENT OF MAN AND OF OTHER THINGS, AND IN WATER IS THE GREATEST SECRET. BUT THAT YOU MAY NOT ERR, IT IS CONVENIENT FOR YOU TO KNOW THAT OUR SUBLIMATION IS NOTHING ELSE BUT TO EXALT BODIES, THAT IS TO BRING THEM INTO A SPIRIT, WHICH IS NOT DONE BUT WITH GENTLE FIRE. FOR WE SAY THUS, HE IS SUBLIMED INTO A BISHOP, THAT IS EXALTED. AND THEREFORE, COMMON SUBLIMATION, WHICH IS ONLY EFFECT, THAT IS TO SAY, THAT THE BODY NOW TO BE SUBLIMED IS MADE SO SPIRITUAL, THAT IT MAY BE SUBLIMED. IT BELONGETH NOTHING TO OUR WORK, NEITHER IS IT ANY MORE REQUIRED AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THE FIRST STONE, BECAUSE SUCH SUBLIMATION DOTH NOT MAKE SPIRITUAL, BUT ONLY SHOWS THE EFFECT OF SPIRITUALITY. GEBER: IN THE WORK OF OUR MAGISTERY WE NEED BUT ONE VESSEL, ONE FURNACE AND ONE DISPOSITION. THIS YOU MUST UNDERSTAND AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THE FIRST STONE. GENESIS: OF WATER ALL THINGS ARE MADE AND THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WAS CARRIED ON THE WATER, AND THE BEGINNING OF THE GENERATION OF MAN WAS OF WATER. HERMES: 0 STRONG NATURE, OVERCOMING NATURES AND CAUSING NATURES TO REJOICE. GEBER: IT IS CONVENIENT NOT TO BE IGNORANT OF THE CHIEF PRINCIPLES AND ROOTS OF THIS ART, WHICH ARE OF THE ESSENCE OF THE WORK. BASIUS: OUR SULPHUR IS STRONGER THAN ANY FIRE. ALANUS: THERE IS ONE THING TO BE CHOSEN OF ALL THINGS, WHICH IS OF A BLACK AND BLUE COLOUR, HAVING A METALLIC AND LIQUID FORM. AND IT IS A THING HOT AND MOIST, WATERY AND BURNING, AND IT IS A LIVING OIL, AND A LIVING TINCTURE, A MINERAL STONE AND A WATER OF LIFE OF WONDERFUL EFFICACY. ARISTOTLE: NO TINCTING POISON IS ENGENDERED WITHOUT SOL AND HIS SHADOW, THAT IS HIS WIFE. SUBLIMATION IS OF TWO SORTS. THE FIRST IS THE REVIVING OF THE SUPERFLUITY, THAT THE PURE PARTS MAY REMAIN SEPARATED FROM THE ELEMENTAL FAECES, SO THAT THEY MAY POSSESS THE VIRTUE OF THE FIFTH ESSENCE, AND THIS SUBLIMATION IS THE REDUCTION OF BODIES INTO A SPIRIT, WHEN AS THE CORPOREAL THICKNESS PASSES INTO THE THINNESS OF THE SPIRIT. THE SECOND SUBLIMATION IS EXTRACTION, BECAUSE IT IS IN IT, OF THE NATURE OF THE FIFTH ESSENCE SEPARATED FROM THE ELEMENTAL FAECES. BUT I CALL THE FIFTH ESSENCE A TINCTING SPIRIT WHEREIN WASHING IS NECESSARY, THAT THE UNCTUOUSNESS OF ARSENIC, OR THE OILY NATURE OF THE PUREST UNCTUOUSNESS, WHICH BOUND BY HIS FAECES, MAY BE EXTRACTED BY IT, WHICH FAECES SUFFER IT NOT TO BE SUBLIMED. VINCENTIUS OF THE STONE OF THE ELIXIR: VINCENTIUS IN THE NATURAL LOOKING GLASS IN HIS FIRST BOOK: THE ALCHEMISTS HAVE ENDEAVOURED IN MINERAL BODIES LIKE THE WORK OF NATURE TO DO THAT IN A SHORT TIME, WHICH NATURE DOES IN 1000 YEARS. WHEREUPON THEY HAVE TAUGHT TO DO A CERTAIN THING, WHICH TRANSMUTETH THOSE BODIES ON WHICH IT IS CAST, AND THIS THEY CALL ELIXIR. AND IT IS CALLED A STONE AND NO STONE. A STONE BECAUSE IT IS GRINDED. NO STONE, BECAUSE IT IS MELTED AND RUNS WITHOUT EVAPORATION AS GOLD. NEITHER IS THERE ANY OTHER THING WITH WHICH THAT PROPRIETY MAY AGREE. AVICENNA: THEREFORE, ELIXIR IS A THING WHICH IS PROJECTED UPON A GREATER BODY AND CHANGES THE THING FROM ITS NATURE INTO ANOTHER NATURE, BUT IT IS DONE WHEN THE LESSER BODY AND THE SPIRIT AND THE ELEMENTS AND THE FERMENT ARE MINGLED, AND THERE IS ONE CONFECTION MADE OF ALL OF THEM. AND ELIXIR IS A GREEK WORD, WHICH SOUNDS [LIKE] A GREAT TREASURE, OR THE BEST OF TREASURES. AND TRULY THE ELIXIR, WHICH MINGLES ITSELF WITH THE BODY, IS AS TUTTY WITH COPPER, BUT THE COPPER IS ENERVATED OR GROWS FROM THAT TUTTY, THE REASON FOR WHICH THAT TUTTY IS AN EARTHLY THING, BUT ELIXIR IS A SPIRITUAL THING, AND BY THE NATURE OF ITS KIND, RETURNED TO ANOTHER KIND. THE ALCHEMIST: THE ELIXIR IS MADE TWO WAYS, ONE WAY OUT OF MINERAL SPIRITS AND CLEAN PREPARED BODIES. ANOTHER WAY OUT OF CERTAIN THINGS COMING FROM ANIMATE THINGS, AS OUT OF HAIR, AN EGG, OR BLOOD. IN THE FIRST WAY THUS, THE SPIRITS ARE MORTIFIED AND SUBLIMED, UNTIL THEY ARE MADE CLEAN. AFTER THIS, ONE OF THE GENERATED BODIES BY NATURE IS BURNT UNTIL IT MAY BE GRINDED, THEN IT IS CALCINED UNTIL IT IS MADE CLEAN AFTER THE MANNER OF A CALX. BUT AT LENGTH THE SPIRITS AND BODIES SO PREPARED ARE GRINDED AND IMBIBED WITH THE SHARP DISTILLED WATERS. AFTERWARDS THEY ARE SO LONG INHUMIDATED, UNTIL THEY ARE TURNED INTO CLEAR WATER, THEN THEY ARE CONGEALED, AT THE LAST THEY ARE PUT SO LONG IN THE FIRE, UNTIL THEY ARE MADE FIXED. OF THE COMPLEMENT OF THE ELIXIR: AVICENNA IN HIS EPISTLE TO RASES: THE ELIXIR THEREFORE TINGETH WITH HIS TINCTURE, IS DROWNED WITH HIS OIL, AND FIXED WITH HIS CALX, AND THE WHITE IS COMPLETED WITH THREE THINGS, IN WHICH THERE IS NOT FIRE, BUT THE CITRINE OR YELLOW IS COMPLETED WITH FOUR WHOLE THINGS. THE GLOSS: TRUE IT IS THAT THE WHITE ELIXIR DOES NOT WANT BUT THREE THINGS, THAT IS TO SAY, OIL, TINCTURE AND CALX, BUT THE RED NEEDS FOUR, THAT IS TO SAY OIL, CALX, TINCTURE, AND TINCTURE AGAIN WHICH IS CALLED FIRE, AND THEREFORE AVICENNA ADDS, "IN WHICH THERE IS NOT FIRE." OF THE MANIFOLD FIRE: BUT THE FIRE IS MANIFOLD, AND THE QUALITY OF IT DIVERSE, DISTINGUISHED BY CERTAIN DEGREES, FOR SOME FIRE IS HOT IN THE FIRST DEGREE, AND MOIST IN THE SECOND DEGREE, THAT IS TO SAY OF HORSE DUNG, THE PROPERTY OF WHICH IS THAT IT DOES NOT DESTROY THE OIL, BUT INCREASES IT BY ITS MOISTNESS, FOR OTHERS DESTROY IT BY REASON OF THEIR DRYNESS. TO THIS FIRE, THEREFORE, THERE IS NOT LIKENED ANY OTHER FIRE IN THE WORLD, UNLESS IT BE THE MATERIAL FIRE OF THE BODY OF A SOUND MAN. BUT THE FIRE OF THE SUN IS HOT IN THE SAME DEGREE, BUT IT IS DRY. THIS IS THAT WHICH TAMES THE THING, AND IS MADE OF THE ANIMATED THING, AND IS NOURISHED AS A BOY TO WHOM MILK IS GIVEN IN THE BEGINNING, FOR THE BOY IS NOURISHED AND INCREASED OUT OF HOT AND MOIST. SO THE FIRE OF THE HORSE DUNG INCREASES THE OIL WITH ITS HUMIDITY, BUT IT FASTENS THE STONE BY ITS HEAT BEING TEMPERATED.
THERE IS ANOTHER FIRE BETWEEN THESE TWO WHICH IS HOT AND DRY IN THE SECOND DEGREE, AS THE FIRE OF A FURNACE AFTER BREAD IS TAKEN OUT. THIS MELTS GENTLY AND DOES NOT BURN, BECAUSE THERE IS NOT A FLAME IN IT NOR THE STRENGTH OF HEAT, FOR THE HEAT IN DECLINING BY LITTLE AND LITTLE GOES BACK. BUT IF IT SHOULD STAND IT WOULD FIX THE SPIRIT IN THE BODY, OR WITHOUT THE BODY. BUT THE FIRE OF THE HORSE DUNG, NEITHER MELTS NOR BURNS, BUT TAMES AND INCREASES THE MOISTNESS.
THERE IS A FOURTH FIRE OF THE FURNACE OF THE FIXING, THIS MELTS AND FIXES, BUT IT DOES NOT BURN BECAUSE IT IS NOT FLAMMABLE, NOR DIFFERS FROM THE FOREGOING, UNLESS IT BE IN THAT THERE IS A CONTINUAL HEAT, WHICH IS NOT IN THE FOREGOING. THE FIFTH FIRE IS FLAMING, AND IT IS HOT AND DRY IN THE THIRD DEGREE. THIS ONLY CALCINES AND DOES NOT MELT, THAT IS, FOR THE MAKING OF GOLD AND SILVER, AND OF OTHER BODIES, IN THE SAME DEGREE OR FURTHER. AND IT IS A FIRE IN THE FURNACE OF CALCINATION. THE SIXTH IS HOT AND DRY IN THE FOURTH DEGREE, AND THIS MELTS AND FIXES STRONGLY BY MOLLIFYING THE BODIES SWEETLY. NEITHER DOES IT SEPARATE OR DISPERSE THEM. THIS IS FIRE OF THE FURNACE OF MELTING IN THE SAME DEGREE. THE SEVENTH FIRE IS A FIRE OF LEAVES WHICH DISSIPATES AND DISPERSES AND MELTS BODIES. THE EIGHTH IS THAT WHICH MELTS AND CALCINES, AND IT IS FLAMING BECAUSE FLAME ONLY HAS HIS OPERATION IN IT. COALS AND FLAMES, IS THE SUBSTANCE OF FIRE, AND IN THAT FLAME ONLY OF WOOD. THIS IS ALSO IN THE SAME DEGREE WITH THE FIRES GOING BEFORE. 
THE NINTH ALSO IS IN THE SAME DEGREE, THAT IS, WHICH IS MASTER TO THEM ALL, AS THE FIRE OF OFFICE, THAT IS OF TRIAL. THIS MELTS AND BURNS, AND DISSIPATES AND DISPERSES THAT WHICH IS BAD, IT SAVES AND RECTIFIES THAT WHICH IS GOOD, IT IS AS IT WERE A JUDGE DISCERNING THE GOOD FROM THE BAD. THE FIRE OF JUNIPER: CONTINUAL ARTIFICIAL FIRE LASTING IN WHAT DEGREE YOU WILL HAVE IT, BY THE SPACE OF ONE, TWO OR THREE MONTHS, UNTIL THE COALS BE BARE, THEREFORE YOU MUST ALWAYS KEEP THEM COVERED, AND YOU MAY AUGMENT OR DIMINISH YOUR HEAT ACCORDING TO YOUR PLEASURE, AND THAT IS ACCORDING TO THE ADDITION OF MORE OR LESS KINDLED COALS. FIRST, SEE THAT YOU HAVE SUFFICIENT STORE OF ASHES, MADE ONLY OF THE WOOD OF JUNIPER, THEN HAVE A GREAT EARTHEN VIAL, AND IN THE MIDST THEREOF, LET THERE BE ANOTHER GLASS OR CRUCIBLE, AND PUT IN THE ASHES AND SET THE GREAT VIAL OVER THE HEAT OF THE FIRE, UNTIL THE ASHES WAX HOT AND SO SURROUND THE LESSER VIAL, AND SET COALS MADE ONLY OF WOOD OF THE AFOREMENTIONED JUNIPER UPON THOSE ASHES, AND YOU MUST HAVE MORE HOT ASHES OF THE SAME WOOD, WHICH YOU MUST SPRINKLE ON THE AFORESAID COALS, AND COVER THEM WITH THEIR ASHES MADE VERY HOT, AND HAVE YOU MATTER TO BE PUT INTO THAT LESSER POT OR GLASS, AND PUT A COVER ON THE GREATER GLASS AND SET IT ON A STONE UNDER A BENCH OR ON A BENCH BUT UPON A STONE, LEST BY SOME CHANCE MISFORTUNE HAPPEN TO IT. BY SUCH PRACTISE YOU MAY PREPARE MANY SUCH FIRES. YOU MAY LIKEWISE PUT HOT WATER INTO THE LESSER GLASS, OR THE MOIST BELLY OF THE HORSE, AND INTO IT THE VIAL OF THE MATTER. YOU SHALL MAKE THE AFORESAID COALS IN THIS MANNER. CUT WOOD OF JUNIPER INTO SMALL PIECES OF THE THICKNESS OF TWO FINGERS OR MORE, PUT THEM INTO A GREAT POT WELL STOPPED AND LUTED ON EVERY SIDE, AND FILLED UP TO THE TOP. SET THAT POT, THE SPACE OF ONE WHOLE DAY, OVER A STRONG FIRE OF A FURNACE OF WIND OR FLAME OF WOOD, AND LET IT COOL BY ITSELF. THEN OPEN THE GLASS, AND THAT YOU SHALL HAVE THAT YOU DESIRE, BUT YOU MUST BURN THE ASHES AFTER THE COMMON ORDER. THIS FIRE MAY BE FIRE OF THE FIRST OR SECOND DEGREE OF FIXING OF SPIRITS. HERE IS BORN A NOBLE AND RICH QUEEN WHOM THE WISEMEN LIKEN UNTO THEIR DAUGHTER SHE INCREASETH AND BRINGETH FORTH INFINITE CHILDREN WHICH IS IMMORTAL PURE AND WITHOUT SPOT THE QUEEN HATES DEATH AND POVERTY SHE EXCELS BOTH SILVER AND GOLD AND PRECIOUS STONES AND ALL MEDICINES BOTH PRECIOUS AND BASE THERE IS NOTHING IN THIS WORLD LIKE UNTO HER FOR WHICH WE RENDER THANKS TO IMMORTAL GOD. LUNA SPEAKS: VIOLENCE OPPRESSES ME BEING A NAKED WOMAN FOR BEFORE MY BODY WAS AS IT WERE OUTCAST NEITHER WAS I YET A MOTHER, UNTIL I WAS AGAIN BORN THEN I GOT STRENGTH OF ALL HERBS AND ROOTS I HAVE OBTAINED VICTORY IN ALL DISEASES I WAS THE NAME OF MY SON AND BEING JOINED WITH HIM, I CAME FORTH WITH HIM AND BEING GREAT OF CHILD BY HIM I HAVE BROUGHT FORTH AN UNRIPE FRUIT I AM MADE A MOTHER AND YET I AM A VIRGIN AND IN MY ESSENCE AM SO CONSTITUTED THAT MY SON SHOULD BECOME MY FATHER ACCORDING AS GOD HATH ORDAINED IT ESSENTIALLY. SOL: MY MOTHER WHICH BROUGHT ME FORTH IS AGAIN BROUGHT INTO THE WORLD BY ME THERE IS ONE THING TO BE CONSIDERED, THAT IS NATURAL COPULATION WHICH LIETH HID ARTIFICIALLY IN THE MOUNTAINS WHERE OF FOUR THINGS ARE MADE ONE THING IN OUR ARTIFICIAL STONE AND SIX THINGS ARE CONSIDERED THREEFOLD AND ARE BROUGHT INTO ONE, SUBSTANCE HE WHICH UNDERSTANDETH THOSE THINGS WELL IT IS GRANTED UNTO HIM BY GOD TO EXPEL ALL DISEASES WHATSOEVER BOTH IN METALS AND ALSO IN THE BODIES OF MEN BUT NO MAN CAN DO IT WITHOUT THE HELP OF THE DEITY FROM MY EARTH THERE SPRINGS A FOUNTAIN FROM WHICH TWO RIVERS COME FORTH THE ONE HOLDS HIS COURSE TOWARDS THE EAST THE OTHER TOWARDS THE WEST FROM WHENCE TWO EAGLES FLYING BURN THEIR FEATHERS AND BEING BARE AND NAKED FALL AGAIN TO THE EARTH THESE EAGLES ARE PRESENTLY RENEWED WITH FAIR FEATHERS AND BOTH SOL AND LUNA ARE SUBJECT TO THEM 0 LORD JESUS CHRIST FROM WHOM ALL GOODNESS PROCEEDS BY THE GRACE OF THY HOLY SPIRIT WHICH PROTECTETH ALL THINGS, WE ARE MADE TO UNDERSTAND THE SAYINGS OF THE WISE MEN THAT WE MAY CONSIDER AND PROVIDE FOR THE LIFE TO COME WHEN OUR BODIES AND SOULS SHALL BE CONJOINED AGAIN. HERMES: KNOW, YOU, SEARCHERS AFTER RUMOURS, AND YOU CHILDREN OF WISDOM THAT THE VULTURE BEING ON THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN, CRIETH WITH A GREAT VOICE SAYING, "I AM WHITE, BLACK AND RED, THE YELLOW OR CITRINE. I AM A SPEAKER OF THE TRUTH AND NO LIAR." ALPHIDIUS: ARGENT VIVE, WHICH IS EXTRACTED FROM THAT BLACK BODY, IS MOIST, WHITE AND PURE, THAT IT PERISHES NOT IN THE OUTWARD. MORIENUS: IT IS CONVENIENT FOR THEE TO KNOW THAT WHITE FUME IS THE SOUL AND THE SPIRIT OF THESE DISSOLVED BODIES, AND SURELY IF THE WHITE FUME WERE NOT, THE GOLD OF THE WHITE STONE COULD NOT BE. ROSARIUS: THIS IS OUR MOST NOTABLE MERCURY, AND GOD NEVER CREATED A MORE EXCELLENT THING UNDER HEAVEN, THE SOUL ONLY EXCEPTED. PLATO: THIS IS OUR MATTER AND OUR SECRET HORTULANUS: THUS, YOU HAVE TWO MERCURIES EXTRACTED FROM THOSE TWO BODIES, AND IT IS WELL WASHED AND DIGESTED. AND I SWEAR BY THE EVER-LIVING GOD THAT THERE IS NO OTHER MERCURY IN THE UNIVERSAL WAY, THEN THAT WHICH HATH NOW BEEN DECLARED, ON WHICH ALL PHILOSOPHY DEPENDETH, HE THAT SAYS OTHERWISE SAYS FALSELY. PARMENIDES IN THE TURBA: SOME MEN HEARING WATER NAMED OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, THINK IT TO BE THE WATER OF A CLOUD, BUT IF THEY HAD ANY REASON, THEY MIGHT KNOW IT TO BE PERMANENT WATER, WHICH CANNOT BE PERMANENT WATER WITHOUT ITS BODY WITH WHICH IT IS DISSOLVED. ALPHIDIUS: THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE CALLED THAT MEDICINE BY ALL NAMES BECAUSE THERE ARE SO MANY NAMES GIVEN UNTO THIS MERCURY, THAT THERE CAN VERY HARDLY BE ANY MORE TITLES ATTRIBUTED UNTO IT. PLATO: WE HAVE REVEALED ALL THINGS, THE SECRET OF THE ART ONLY EXCEPTED, WHICH MAY NOT LAWFULLY BE REVEALED TO ANY MAN, BUT WE ATTRIBUTE THAT TO THE GLORIOUS GOD, WHO INSPIRES WHOM HE WILL WITH IT, AND CONCEALS IT FROM WHOM HE PLEASES. KING SOLOMON: THIS IS THE DAUGHTER, FOR WHOM THE QUEEN OF THE EAST IS SAID TO HAVE COME FROM THE EAST, RISING IN THE MORNING TO HEAR AND TO UNDERSTAND, AND TO SEE THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON. AND THERE IS GIVEN IN HER HAND POWER, HONOUR, AND VIRTUE, A FLOURISHING CROWN ON HER HEAD WITH THE BEAMS OF THE SEVEN SHINING STARS, AS SHE WERE A BRIDE ADORNED WITH HER MAN, HAVING WRITTEN IN HER GARMENTS WITH GOLDEN LETTERS, IN THE GREEK, BARBARIC AND LATIN TONGUE, "I AM THE ONLY DAUGHTER OF THE WISE MEN, AND ALTOGETHER UNKNOWN TO THE FOOLISH." HERMES: AS SOL IN THE STARS, SO GOLD IN METALS. SOL GIVES LIGHT TO THE STARS AND CONTAINS ALL FRUIT. THE DAY IS THE NATIVITY OF THE LIGHT AND SOL ALSO IS THE LIGHT OF THE DAY, WHICH GOD HATH CREATED FOR OUR USE, THAT IS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE WORLD. TINCTURE OUGHT TO BE CORPOREAL AND EXTRACTED FROM PERFECT METALLIC BODIES, BY THE BENEFIT AND MEANS OF THE MINERALS. GENERAL RULES: THE FIRST RULE: EVERYTHING IS OF THAT INTO WHICH IT IS DISSOLVED. FOR AS ICE IS CONVERTED INTO WATER BY MEANS OF THE HEAT, THEREFORE OF NECESSITY IT MUST BE WATER BEFORE IT BE ICE. SO, ALL METALS HAVE FIRST BEEN ARGENT VIVE, WHICH IS MANIFEST, BECAUSE WHEN THEY MELT IN THE FIRE, THEY ARE CONVERTED INTO IT. NOTE HERE THAT THE PHILOSOPHERS CALLETH A LIQUID METAL MERCURY OR ARGENT VIVE, THEREFORE THE REDUCTION OF METALS INTO ARGENT VIVE IN THIS SORT IS CALLED THAT MELTING, ALTHOUGH IT MAY BE DONE BY VIOLENCE OF THE FIRE. BUT BECAUSE IN THAT STRONG LIQUEFACTION IT RETAINS THE FORM OF ARGENT VIVE, THEREFORE HE NAMETH IT ARGENT VIVE, BUT THAT IS NOT THE PHILOSOPHICAL SOLUTION BUT THAT OF THE LAYMAN. THE SECOND RULE: EVERY NATURE, DESIRES NATURALLY TO BE FINISHED AND ABHORS TO BE DESTROYED, AND FLIES AWAY. THEREFORE, NATURE EMBRACES THAT GREEDILY WHICH IS AGREEABLE WITH HER, AND AS MUCH AS SHE CAN, REFUSES THAT WHICH IS CONTRARY TO HER. AND ACCORDING TO THAT, ART OUGHT TO IMITATE NATURE, FOR OTHERWISE IT ALWAYS ERRS. THE THIRD RULE: EVERY WORSE THING LABOURING IN ANY ART, DOES OF HIS OWN NATURAL MALICE ENDEAVOUR TO DESTROY THAT WHICH IS BETTER. EVERY BETTER THING LABOURING IN ANY ART, ENDEAVOURS TO MAKE PERFECT THAT WHICH IS WORSE. THEREFORE, FIRST OF ALL THOU MUST KNOW THE NATURES OF THINGS, THAT YOU MAY DISCERN WHAT IS BETTER AND WHAT IS WORSE FOR NATURE, AND WHERE IT MAY BE PERFECTED AND WHERE HINDERED, AND THAT THE QUALITY OF THE WORSE EXCEED NOT THE QUALITY OF THE BETTER, FOR OTHERWISE YOU SHALL ERR GREATLY. THE FOURTH RULE: EVERYTHING THAT IS DRY DOES NATURALLY DESIRE TO DRINK HIS MOISTURE, THAT IT MAY BE CONTINUATED IN HIS PARTS. HERE NOTE, WHAT IS THE RADICAL MOISTURE OF ALL MELTING THINGS, AND FEED WITH SUCH MOISTURE THE OVERDRIED, AND IT WILL BE MADE TEMPERATE, AND THUS YOU SHALL HAVE YOUR DESIRE. OUT OF A CERTAIN APPROVED LITTLE TREATISE CONCERNING THE DIFFERENCE OF COMMON SULPHUR, AND SIMPLE SULPHUR OF THE PHILOSOPHERS NOT BURNING. WHEN AS THE PHILOSOPHER SAYS GENERALLY THAT SULPHUR, COAGULATES WE MUST SAY THAT IT DOES NOT, BECAUSE EVERY COMMON SULPHUR, ACCORDING TO THE PHILOSOPHER, IS STRANGE AND CONTRARY TO METALS. AVICENNA SAYS THAT, THAT ENTERS NOT INTO THE MAGISTERY WHICH IS NOT SPRUNG FROM IT, BECAUSE IT ALWAYS INFECTS AND MAKES BLACK AND CORRUPTS HOWEVER IT BE PREPARED BY WORKMANSHIP. FOR IT IS AN INFECTION OF THE FIRE AND THEREFORE HINDERS THE MELTING, BUT IF IT BE CALCINED IT GOES INTO AN EARTHY SUBSTANCE, LIKE DEAD POWDER. HOW CAN IT THEREFORE INSPIRE LIFE INTO ANOTHER THING, FOR IT HATH A DOUBLE SUPERFLUITY THAT IS, AN UNFLAMMABLE SUBSTANCE AND AN EARTHY FECULENCY. THEREFORE, CONSIDER BY THOSE THINGS, THAT COMMON SULPHUR IS NOT THE SULPHUR OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, WHEN AS THE SULPHUR OF PHILOSOPHERS IS A SIMPLE, QUICK FIRE, REVIVING OTHER DEAD BODIES AND RIPENING THEM, SO THAT IT SUPPLIES THE DEFECT OF NATURE, WHEN, AS IT IS OF A SUPERFLUOUS RIPENESS ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH IS PERFECT IN NATURE, AND BY WORKMANSHIP IS MORE AND MORE PURIFIED. WHEREUPON AVICENNA SAYS, SUCH SULPHUR IS NOT FOUND ON THE EARTH, BUT AS MUCH AS IS IN THESE BODIES SOL AND LUNA, AND THAT IS IN ANOTHER THING WHICH IS TOLD UNTO NO MAN, UNLESS IT BE REVEALED BY GOD HIMSELF. IN SOL IT IS MORE PERFECT BECAUSE IT IS MORE DIGESTED AND DECOCTED. FOR THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE SUBTLY IMAGINED HOW THOSE SULPHURS MIGHT BE CHOSEN IN THOSE MORE PERFECT BODIES, AND TO PURGE THEIR QUALITIES BY ART, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE THIS ART BY THE HELP OF NATURE WHICH HAS NOT APPEARED IN THEM BEFORE, ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE FIRST HAD IT FULLY AND SECRETLY. AND THEY GRANT THAT THIS CANNOT BE DONE WITHOUT THE DISSOLVING OF THE BODY AND REDUCTION OF IT INTO HIS FIRST MATTER, WHICH IS ARGENT VIVE OF WHICH THEY ARE MADE FROM THE BEGINNING, AND THAT WITHOUT ANY MIXTURE OF FOREIGN THINGS. WHICH FOREIGN THINGS DO NO WAY PERFECT OUR STONE, BECAUSE THERE IS NOTHING CONVENIENT FOR IT BUT THAT WHICH IS BY AFFINITY NEAR UNTO IT, WHEN, AS IT IS A MEDICINE OF A VIRTUOUS AND SIMPLE NATURE, DRAWN OUT OF MERCURY WATER, IN WHICH GOLD AND SILVER ARE FIRST DISSOLVED. FOR INSTANCE, IF ICE BE PUT INTO SIMPLE WATER, IT IS DISSOLVED IN IT BY HEAT, AND RETURNS INTO ITS FIRST WATERY SUBSTANCE, AND SO WATER IS TINCTED EVEN BY A SECRET VIRTUE WHICH WAS IN THE ICE, BUT IF ICE BE NOT RESOLVED INTO WATER BY HEAT, IT IS NOT JOINED TO THE WATER, BUT LIES IN THE WATER; NEITHER DOES IT TINCT THE WATER BY ITS VIRTUE, WHICH BEFORE WAS COAGULATED IN IT. SO, IN THE SAME WAY, IF YOU RESOLVE NOT THE BODY INTO MERCURY, WITH MERCURY, YOU CANNOT HAVE THE SECRET VIRTUE FROM IT, THAT IS SULPHUR DIGESTED AND DECOCTED INTO MINERALS BY THE WORK OF NATURE. FOR SO IT IS ONE STONE, ONE MEDICINE, WHICH ACCORDING TO THE PHILOSOPHERS IS CALLED REBIS, OF A TWOFOLD THING, THAT IS, OF A BODY AND A SPIRIT, WHITE AND RED, IN WHICH MANY OF THE IGNORANT HAVE ERRED. HOW SULPHUR IS RED IN SOL, AND WHITE IN LUNA: WHEREAS IT IS SAID THAT THE SULPHUR OF THE PHILOSOPHERS IS RED IN SOL BY GREATER DIGESTION, AND SULPHUR, WHITE IN LUNA, BY LESSER DIGESTION. WHEREUPON THE PHILOSOPHER SAYS CITRINATION IS NO OTHER THING THAN COMPLETED DIGESTION, FOR HEAT GOING INTO MOISTURE, FIRST ENGENDERS BLACKNESS, AND GOING INTO DRYNESS CAUSES WHITENESS, BECAUSE THE FIRE IF IT TRANSCENDS THE AGENT IN IT CHANGES IT INTO A MOST PURE CITRINENESS. ALL THESE THINGS MAY BE DONE IN THE CALCINING OF LEAD. AND THE PHILOSOPHER SAYS THAT NOW IN ACT EVERYONE OF THE PERFECT BODIES CONTAINS HIS GOOD SULPHUR WITH MERCURY, THAT IS GOLDEN GOLD AND SILVERY SILVER. THEREFORE, WHITE SULPHUR BY CITRINE IS GOLD, WHERE THE SULPHUR IN IT IS RED SULPHUR, THE SUBSTANCE OF THE FIRE, WHICH HAS MORE DIGESTED THIS WHITE, AND SO SULPHUR WHITE AND RED OF EITHER PART IS IN SOL. WHEREFORE THE FIRE IS ITS PERFECTION, AND IN FIRE IT IS ENGENDERED, AND THEREFORE IT REJOICES FRIENDLY WITH THE NATURE OF ITS FIERY NATURE. WHEREUPON NO FOREIGN THING CAN CAUSE THIS IN BODIES, WHEN AS ART IS NOTHING ELSE BY THE HELP OF NATURE, BUT A DECOCTION AND DIGESTION OF THAT NATURE BY SIMPLE LABOUR. FOR INSTANCE, IN THE MORNING WHEN I RISE AND SEE MY URINE WHITE, I JUDGE THAT I HAVE SLEPT BUT A LITTLE, THEN I LAY MYSELF DOWN AGAIN TO SLEEP, AND AFTER I HAVE SLEPT, MY URINE IS CITRINATED, AND BY THIS REASON OF A GREATER DIGESTION OF NATURAL HEAT BEING IN ME. SO FOLLOW NATURE BY ART, IN LIKE SORT TO DECOCT IT, TO DIGEST IT, TO RIPEN IT, AND TO SUBLIME IT, SEEING THAT NATURE IN ACT CONTAINS IN ITSELF A NATURAL FIRE WITH WHICH IT IS RIPENED. THOSE THINGS HAVE NOT THIS AND THEREFORE THEY CANNOT GIVE IT. IN LUNA THERE IS NOTHING BUT WHITE SULPHUR, SIMPLE, BUT NOT DIGESTED LIKE RED, NOR SO PURGED FROM BLACKNESS BY THE WORKING OF HEAT, WHICH IT CONTAINS NATURALLY IN ITSELF, BUT THE FORM OF FIRE IS COVERED AND HIDDEN, WORKING MORE IN ART THAN IN NATURE. AND THEREFORE, IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE, THAT ART MAY DO IT BY THE HELP OF NATURE, BUT BY ITSELF IT CANNOT BE, UNLESS IT BE MOVED BY ART AND OPERATION. BUT THOSE LABOURS (AS I THINK), COME NOT TO A MAN OF AN HARD BRAIN, AND THEREFORE TRUE GOLD IS NOT MADE UNLESS IT BE SO DIGESTED AND DECOCTED, THAT THE BETTER MAY BETTER THE WORSE, BECAUSE THE INTENT OF ALL THE PHILOSOPHERS IS TO EFFECT IT WITH THE BETTER, WHICH THE IGNORANT SORT UNDERSTAND CONTRARILY, BECAUSE THEY ENDEAVOUR TO BRING TO PASS THE BETTER WITH THE WORSE, AND THIS THEY SEEK IN A THING WHICH NEVER WAS IN IT, THAT GOLD AND SILVER IN ADUSTIBLE THINGS AS HATH BEEN BEFORE EXPLAINED. THAT IT IS NOT PROFITABLE TO SEEK THIS SULPHUR IN SOME SICK BODIES BECAUSE IT IS NOT THERE: IT MAY WORTHILY BE DEMANDED, WHETHER THIS WHITE AND RED SULPHUR TO TINCT MERCURY, MAY BE CHOSEN OUT OF SOME SICK BODIES. I SAY THAT IT CANNOT, BECAUSE IT HAS BEEN BEFORE SAID, THAT THERE IS NOT ANY THING OF A GREATER TEMPORANCY, THAN IS FOUND IN THESE TWO BODIES, IN WHICH THE TINCTING BEAMS ARE. WHEREAS IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT SICK BODIES CONTAIN IN THEMSELVES STINKING AND ADUSTIBLE SULPHUR, AND NOT OF A VIRTUOUS NATURE AS IN THOSE. WHEREAS EVERY ART IS NOT OF FORCE, BUT BY WHAT NATURE HAD BEFORE, FROM WHICH IT FOLLOWS, YOU MAY PURGE METALS BY THE LESSER MINERALS. WHICH BEING PURGED YET THEY SHOULD NOT HAVE THAT GOLDEN AND SILVERY NATURE IN THEMSELVES, BECAUSE GOLDEN DIGESTION AND DECOCTION HAVE NOT BEEN IN THEM AS IN OTHERS, NOR SULPHUR SO RIPE. AND THEREFORE, WE MUST HELP THESE WHICH BE UNRIPE WITH THOSE THAT ARE RIPE, THAT THEY MAY BE RIPENED. THEREFORE, THEY TINCT NOT BUT THEY ARE TINCTED, BECAUSE THE TINCTURES OF GOLD AND SILVER HAVE A PROPORTIONABLE NATURE WITH THEM, THAT IS WITH THE UNRIPE AND THE IMPERFECT, BECAUSE THEY HAVE DRAWN THEIR ORIGINAL FROM MERCURY. BY THIS IT MANIFESTLY APPEARS THAT THE LESSER MINERALS CANNOT TINCT, BECAUSE THE IMPERFECT METALLIC BODIES, WHICH AGREE NOT WITH GOLD OR SILVER OF THE PART OF RIPE MERCURY, CANNOT TINCT NOR RECEIVE THE NATURE OF GOLD OR SILVER, AND THEREFORE IS NOT TO BE TINCTED, BUT IN THOSE, IN WHICH THE VIRTUE OF TINCTING IS TINCTED THEREFORE WITH GOLD AND SILVER, BECAUSE GOLD GIVES A GOLDEN COLOUR AND NATURE AND SILVER A SILVERY COLOUR AND NATURE. WHEREFORE NEGLECT ALL OTHER THINGS WHICH HAVE NOT NATURALLY THE VIRTUE OF TINCTING, AS THERE IS NO FRUIT IN THEM, BUT ONLY DESTRUCTION OF THINGS AND GNASHING OF TEETH. FERMENTATION: HERE SOL IS AGAIN INCLUDED, AND IS CIRCUMPASSED WITH THE MERCURY OF PHILOSOPHERS. HERMES IN HIS SECOND TREATISE OF SOL: 0 SONS, THERE ARE SEVEN BODIES OF PHILOSOPHERS OF WHICH THEIR GOLD IS THE CHIEF, THE KING AND HEAD, WHICH NEITHER THE EARTH CORRUPTS, NOR ANY BURNING THING BURNS, NOR WATER ALTERS, BECAUSE HIS COMPLEXION IS TEMPERATE AND HIS NATURE DIRECT IN HEAT, COLD, MOISTURE AND DRYNESS. NEITHER IS THERE ANYTHING IN IT THAT IS SUPERFLUOUS, NOR ANY THING TOO LITTLE. WHEREFORE, THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE BROUGHT IT FORTH AND MAGNIFIED IT, AND THEY HAVE SAID THAT GOLD IS IN THE SAME SORT IN BODIES, AS SOL IN THE STARS WITH HIS GLORIOUS LIGHT AND SHINING, FOR BY IT VEGETABLES SPRING IN THE EARTH AND ALL FRUIT IS BROUGHT FORTH BY THE WILL OF GOD. IN LIKE SORT, GOLD IN BODIES CONTAINS EVERY BODY WITH ITSELF AND RECEIVES THEM, BECAUSE IT IS THE FERMENT OF THE ELIXIR, WITHOUT WHICH NOTHING IS DONE. FOR AS DOUGH WITHOUT A LEAVEN CANNOT BE LEAVENED NOR SEASONED, SO WHEN YOU WILL MAKE WHITE, SUBLIME, MUNDIFY AND EXTRACT THE FAECES AND FILTHINESS FROM THEM, AND [YOU] WILL MAKE THEM FIT, CONJOIN AND MINGLE THEM TOGETHER, THEN PUT FERMENT TO THEM, AND LOOK IN WHAT SORT THE FERMENT OF DOUGH IS, SO IN THE SAME SORT IS THIS FERMENT. MEDITATE THEREFORE, AND CONTEMPLATE WHETHER THE FERMENT BE OF THE THING OR ELSE OF ITS NATURE. THIS IS THE KEY OF ALL THE PHILOSOPHERS, AND WE MUST NOTE THAT FERMENT WHITENS CONFECTION, FORBIDS COMBUSTION, AND HOLDS TINCTURE THAT IT FLIES NOT AWAY, IT SOFTENS BODIES AND MAKES THEM ENTER BY COURSE AND CONJOINS THEM. RAIMUND SAYS IN HIS APERTORY: NOW BY THE SECOND PART THE STONE WILL COLOUR ITSELF, IT IS FIXED AND FERMENTED, BUT THE FERMENT OF THE STONE FOR WHITE IS SILVER, AND FOR RED IT IS GOLD, AS THE PHILOSOPHERS DECLARE, BECAUSE WITHOUT FERMENT NEITHER SOL NOR LUNA COMETH, NOR ANYTHING ELSE THAT IS OF HIS NATURE. JOIN, THEREFORE, FERMENT WITH HIS SULPHUR, THAT IT MAY ENGENDER ITS COLOUR, AND LIKEWISE COME TO ITS NATURE, WEIGHT, SOUND AND SAVOUR, BECAUSE EVERY LIKE ENGENDERETH ITS LIKE, AND FERMENT TINCTETH AS SOL AND CHANGETH HIS SULPHUR INTO A PERMANENT AND PENETRATING MEDICINE. THEREFORE, THE PHILOSOPHER SAYS, HE THAT KNOWS TO TINCT SULPHUR AND ARGENT VIVE, ATTAINETH THE GREATEST SECRET, FOR THIS CAUSE, IT IS MEET THAT SOL AND LUNA BE IN THE TINCTURE AND THE FERMENT OF THAT SPIRIT, AND OF THE PERMANENT WATER OF ARGENT VIVE. AND BY THAT WATER THESE NATURES OUGHT TO BE FIXED AND NOURISHED WITH NATURAL HEAT UNTIL THEY SHALL HAVE FIXATION AND MELTING PERFECT. AFTER THIS IS MADE THE REGIMEN OF THE CONJUNCTION OF THE STONE WITH ITS FERMENT, THAT IS UNTIL THE WORK IS COME TO ITS FULL ACCOMPLISHMENT AND THIS IS NOT DONE AT ONE TIME ALL TOGETHER, BECAUSE THIS IS NOT OF THE INTENT OF NATURE BUT TO HAVE IT WELL BY COUPLING, THAT IS A LITTLE, AND THEN A LITTLE AGAIN, AND ALSO BY COAGULATION THE TRUE UNFORMAL MEDICINE IS MADE. AND FOR THIS, THAT COPULATION IS CAUSED OF THE SUBTLE PARTS TRANSMUTED AND ALTERED INTO A SPIRITUAL FORM AND ESSENCE, BECAUSE IT IS WRITTEN THAT THE THICK AND GROSS BODY WITH THE SUBTLE, AND THE SUBTLE WITH THE THICK AND GROSS, CANNOT CONJOIN THEMSELVES BY REASON OF THEIR CONTRARIETY, UNLESS THAT WHICH IS GROSS BE CONVERTED INTO HIS SUBTLENESS BY HIS SUBTLE SPIRIT, AND THEN THEY ARE TO BE MINGLED TOGETHER. AND THIS THE PHILOSOPHERS NOTIFY BY DECLARING TO A FOLLOWER OF THE TRUTH, AND THEY SAY THAT PERFECT MIXTURE IS THE UNION OF MINGLED AND ALTERED BODIES JOINED TO THEMSELVES BY THINGS NOT TO BE DIVIDED, BECAUSE THESE THINGS ARE HERE REQUIRED BY MANIFEST REASON. BECAUSE MIXTURE OR UNION CANNOT BE DONE OR MADE WITHOUT ALTERATION WHICH IS SUBTLIZATION OF THE BODY AND REDUCTION OF IT INTO SPIRITUAL FORM. AND CONCERNING THAT PART THE PHILOSOPHERS DO SAY THAT NOW THE MEDICINE IS FINISHED FROM ONE MANNER INTO ANOTHER CRYSTALLINE MANNER, AND THEN IT WILL APPEAR, BECAUSE THAT PLATE IS WITHOUT DIVISION OF THOSE PARTS, BY LITTLE AND LITTLE. FOR THAT, SUCH A CAUSE CANNOT BE DONE OR MADE WITHOUT THE SUBTLIZATION AND HOMOGENEITY OF NATURE, AND FOR THIS CAUSE, IT IS MEET THAT THIS MATTER MAY BECOME SO SUBTLE, THAT ALL PARTS IN NATURE MAY BE EQUALLY MIXED WITH WATER. AND, THIS YOU MAY SEE BY YOUR UNDERSTANDING, WHEN ONE BODY IS MADE TRANSPARENT AND CONTINUATED INTO ONE BY CONJUNCTION OR COMMIXTION OF MANY PARTS WITHOUT DIVISION, DISCONTINUATION AND TERMINATION, INTO ONE THICKNESS AND TRANSPARENT FIGURE THROUGHOUT ALL ITS PARTS. NOW, MY SON, THOU HAST NO SMALL SECRET. THEREFORE, FIRST ILLUMINATE THE BODY BEFORE THOU PUT THE SOUL INTO IT, BECAUSE OTHERWISE IT WILL NEVER RECEIVE IT OR RETAIN THE SPIRIT IN IT. THUS, FOR RAIMUND. CALIDUS: NO MAN YET EVER COULD, AND HEREAFTER NEVER SHALL TINCT FOLIATED EARTH BUT WITH GOLD, THEREFORE HERMES TEACHES US SAYING, SOW YOUR GOLD INTO WHITE FOLIATED EARTH, WHICH BY CALCINATION IS MADE FIERY, SUBTLE AND AIRY. THEREFORE, LET US SOW GOLD INTO THAT EARTH, WHEN WE PUT TINCTURE OF GOLD TO IT, BUT GOLD CAN NEVER TINCT ANY OTHER BODY PERFECTLY THAN ITSELF. SURELY THIS CANNOT BE DONE UNLESS IT BE BROUGHT TO PASS BY ART. GOLD IS THE FERMENT OF THE WORK WITHOUT WHICH NOTHING IS DONE, BECAUSE IT IS AS THE LEAVEN OF DOUGH, THE CURD OF MILK IN CHEESE AND AS MUSK IN GOOD SWEET THINGS, AND WITH IT THE COMPOSITION OF THE GREATER ELIXIR IS MADE, BECAUSE IT DOTH ILLUSTRATE AND PRESERVE FROM BURNING, WHICH IS A SIGN OF PERFECTION. KNOW THAT WITHOUT GOLD THE WORK CANNOT BE DONE, NOR AMENDED, BECAUSE GOLD IS THE HEADSTALL OF ARGENT VIVE AND NONE CONGEALS ARGENT VIVE UNLESS IN THE BODY OF MAGNESIA, IN WHICH THERE IS ONE BURNING THING, AND ANOTHER A FLYING THING, AND THE GOLD ITSELF IS THE THIRD THING RECEIVING THE TINCTURES OF THEM AND IS THE TINCTURE OF REDNESS, AND ARGENT VIVE TRANSFORMS EVERY BODY WITH IT. FROM WHENCE A CERTAIN MAN SAID, UNLESS YOU PUT GOLD IN GOLD YOU DO NOTHING. ARISTEUS: KNOW MOST ASSUREDLY THAT IF A LITTLE GOLD BE PUT IN THE COMPOSITION THERE WILL GO FORTH AN OPEN WHITE TINCTURE - BY THE FERMENT OF SOL IS UNDERSTOOD THE SPERM OF THE MAN, BY THE FERMENT OF LUNA, THE SPERM OF THE WOMAN. OUT OF THEM IS FIRST MADE THE COITION. AFTERWARDS IS MADE A TRUE AND CHASTE GENERATION. THE FERMENT OF GOLD IS GOLD, AS THE FERMENT OF BREAD IS BREAD. ROSARIUS: AS IN THE WORK OF BREAD, A LITTLE LEAVEN LIGHTENS AND LEAVENS A GREAT PLENTY FLOUR, AND SO THAT LITTLE OF THE EARTH WHICH THIS STONE CONTAINS, DOES SUFFICE FOR THE NOURISHMENT OF THE WHITE STONE. OF THE DOUBLE DIFFERENCE OF MINERALS - OUT OF THE SAME LITTLE TRACT: BUT MINERAL BODIES ARE SPECIALLY DISTINGUISHED INTO TWO PARTS. THAT IS TO SAY, INTO A METALLIC PART AND A MINERAL PART. INTO A METALLIC PART, THAT IS, INTO METALS WHICH DRAW THEIR ORIGINAL FROM MERCURY, AND INTO A MINERAL PART WHICH DOES NOT COME FROM MERCURY. AN EXAMPLE FROM METALS - SOL, LUNA, JUPITER, AND MARS HAS ITS MIXTURE OF GOLD AND SILVER. AN EXAMPLE FROM MINERALS - SALTS, INKS, ALUMS, ARSENIC, AURIPIGMENT. ALL METALS ARE DUCTILE AND LIQUEFIABLE WHICH DRAW THEIR ORIGINAL FROM MERCURY, BECAUSE THE MATTER OF THEM, OUT OF A WATERY SUBSTANCE MIXED WITH AN EARTHY SUBSTANCE, BY A STRONG COMMIXTION THAT THE ONE CANNOT BE SEPARATED FROM THE OTHER, WHEREFORE THAT WATERY SUBSTANCE IS CONGEALED WITH COLD MORE AFTER THE ACTION OF HEAT AND THEREFORE THEY WILL BE MORE FABRILE OR DUCTILE, AND THE WATER ONLY IS NOT CONGEALED BUT ONLY WITH THE EARTHLY DRYNESS WHICH ALTERS THE WATERYNESS, WHEN AS THERE IS NO UNCTUOUS MOISTURE IN THEM, BECAUSE THE CONGEALING OF THEM IS OF EARTHLY DRYNESS. THEREFORE, THEY ARE NOT EASILY DISSOLVED UNLESS BY THE VEHEMENT ACTION OF THE HEAT IN THEM, ACCORDING TO WHICH THEY ARE MOST EASILY COMMIXT. BUT THERE ARE LESSER AND AND MIDDLE MINERALS WHICH TAKE NOT THEIR ORIGINAL FROM MERCURY, AND OF THESE ARE SALTS WHICH EASILY MELT IN MOISTURE, AS ALUM, SIMPLE SALT, SALT ARMONICK, STONY SALT AND ALL KINDS OF SALTS. AND SURELY, THEY HAVE VIRTUE IN THEM. NEITHER DO THEY EASILY MELT WITH MOISTURE ONLY, AS AURIPIGMENTUM, ARSENIC AND SULPHUR, WHEN AS THE WATERYNESS OF SULPHUROUS BODIES IS MIXED WITH SLIMY EARTH, BY STRONG COMMIXTION, WITH THE FERVENCY OF HEAT, UNTIL THEY BE MADE VIRTUOUS AND THEN THEY ARE COAGULATED OF COLD. BUT INKS ARE COMPOUNDED OF SALTS, SULPHUR AND STONES, AND IT IS THOUGHT THAT A MINERAL STRENGTH OF CERTAIN LIQUID BODIES IS IN THEM, WHICH THEY ARE MADE OF, AS CALCANTHUM AND OLOCARI. BUT METALLIC BODIES CANNOT ARTIFICIALLY BE MADE OF THEM, WHEN AS THEY ARE OF ANOTHER NATURE, AND WITH METALS BEING OF THE FIRST NEAR NATURE, THAT IS THEY TAKE THEIR ORIGINAL WITH MERCURY, THAT IS OF ARGENT VIVE. I DENY NOT, BUT THAT METALS MAY BE PURGED AND DISSOLVED WITH THEM, ONLY A SOPHISTICAL FORM BE BROUGHT INTO THEM TO DECEIVE MEN. THERE ARE TWO SORTS OF SULPHUR, THAT IS, LIVING AND BURNING. THAT WHICH IS LIVING CAUSES METALS, ALTHOUGH THEY YET DIFFER ONE FROM ANOTHER, THE SECOND BECAUSE IT IS MORE INFECTED WITH THE SLIMINESS OF THE EARTH, WHEN AS SIMPLE LIVING SULPHUR CAUSING GOLD AND SILVER, IS NOTHING BUT A VAPOUR HOT AND DRY, ENGENDERED OF THE MOST-PURE TERRESTRIAL DRYNESS, IN WHICH THE FIRE BEARS ALL THE SWAY, AND THAT IS CALLED AN ELEMENT WITH THE MERCURY OF METALS. THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE LESSER METALS TO BE MADE ARTIFICIALLY: BUT BECAUSE IN THE CHAPTER GOING BEFORE IT HATH BEEN DETERMINED THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THE LESSER MINERALS ARE TO BE MADE METALS, THEREFORE HERE IT REMAINS FIRST TO BE PROVED IN THIS WAY. BECAUSE THE LESSER METALS ARE ENGENDERED OF THE FIRST MATTER OF METALS, WHICH IS MERCURY, BECAUSE THE GENERATION OF THEM DIFFER IN THE FIRST WITH THE GENERATION OF MERCURY, IN FORM, IN NATURE AND IN COMPOSITION AND THEREFORE CANNOT BE MADE METALS, BECAUSE IT IS ONE FIRST MATTER AND SPERM OF ONE FORM OF THINGS, OF WHICH THEY ARE ENGENDERED. THE FIRST PART OF THAT WHICH WENT BEFORE IS MANIFEST, THAT THE LESSER MINERALS ARE NOT ENGENDERED OF MERCURY, BECAUSE THEY CONTINUALLY REMAIN IN THE FIRST MATTER OF METALS. WHEREUPON ARISTOTLE AND AVICENNA SAY, THEREFORE IF THEY SHOULD BE MADE METALS, THEN IT IS MEET THAT FIRST THEY PASS INTO THE FIRST MATTER OF METALS. BUT BECAUSE THIS CANNOT BE DONE ARTIFICIALLY, THEREFORE METALS CANNOT BE MADE OF THEM. THUS FAR HATH THE FIRST PART OF THAT WHICH WENT BEFORE, BEEN SUFFICIENTLY DECLARED. SECONDLY TO THE SAME, THAT THE LESSER MINERALS CANNOT ARTIFICIALLY BE MADE THE BEGINNING OF METALS WHICH IS MERCURY. THEREFORE, ALSO THEY DO NOT THOROUGHLY COME INTO THE MIDDLE AND END, WHICH ARE METALS AND TINCTURE, WHICH IT HOLDETH, BECAUSE NOURISHMENT IN MAN, BY GENERATION CANNOT BE MADE MAN, UNLESS IT BE FIRST CONVERTED INTO SPERM, AND SO BEING ADDED TO HIS LIKE, A NEW MAN IS ENGENDERED. BUT BECAUSE THE LESSER METALS ARE OF A FOREIGN NATURE FROM METALS, ALTHOUGH THEY PARTICIPATE WELL IN SOME MINERAL FORCE, AND ARE OF A WEAKER VIRTUE AND COMBUSTIBLE, THEREFORE, METALLIC NATURE REJOICE NOT IN IT, BUT RESOLVES AND PRESERVES THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE OF ITS NATURE. FOR INSTANCE, IF WATER BE MINGLED WITH EARTH IT IS SEPARATED BY COURSE, BECAUSE THE EARTH REQUIRES A BOTTOM, FOR IT IS HEAVY AND DRY, THE WATER REQUIRES THE UPPER PART AND CANNOT SO ARTIFICIALLY BE CONJOINED, THAT THOSE CONTRARY NATURES SHOULD STAND JOINTLY IN ONE NATURE. THE WATER CAN WELL WASH AND PURIFY THE EARTH, BUT IT OUGHT NOT TO BE BELIEVED THAT THE DRYNESS OF THE EARTH CAN BE CHANGED INTO A WATERY MOISTURE, ALTHOUGH THE EARTH BECOMES MOIST BY THE WATER, SO SURELY THE LESSER MINERALS MAY BE CONJOINED WITH METALS AND PURGE THEM AND BY SOME MEANS BRING IN A NEW FORM INTO THEM, BUT NATURE GRANTETH NOT THEM TO REMAIN WITH THEM, AND TO MAKE THAT RIPE WHICH IS UNRIPE. WHEREFORE THE IGNORANT BRING IN DIVER’S SOPHISTICAL MATTERS TO DECEIVE MEN, THAT IS UNPROPORTIONATE THINGS WHICH NEITHER YIELD MATTER NOR ALSO RECEIVE IT, AS THE PRIVATES OF MEN, THE EYES OF ANIMALS, EGGSHELLS, HAIRS, THE BLOOD OF A RED HEADED MAN, WORMS, HERBS, ROOTS, AND MAN'S DUNG. FOR MANY OF THE IGNORANT SORT HAVE LABOURED AND DO YET LABOUR IN THESE VEGETABLE AND SENSIBLE THINGS, WHERE THEY HAVE FOUND OUT NO TRUTH, BUT CERTAIN HUMILITIES WHICH WE WILL DECLARE TO THE IGNORANT THAT THEY MAY AVOID THE DECEITS. FOR THEY HAVE EXTRACTED A LONG TIME OUT OF THESE THINGS, AFTERWARDS TO BE SPOKEN OF, WHICH THEY CALL ARTIFICIAL ARGENT VIVE AND OILS AND WATERS, WHICH THEY NAMED THE FOUR ELEMENTS, NAMELY WATER, EARTH, AIR, AND FIRE, AND SALT ARMONICK, ARSENIC, SULPHUR AND AURIPIGMENTUM, WHICH THEY COULD HAVE BOUGHT CHEAPER IN THE MARKET AND HAD SOONER BROUGHT IT TO PASS. THEY HAVE SOUGHT ALSO IN VEGETABLE AND SENSIBLE THINGS, WHERE THEY HAVE FOUND OUT NO TRUTHS, OF DRY THINGS WANTING MOISTURE, OF COMBUSTIBLE AND CORRUPTIBLE THINGS IN WHICH THEY HAVE SOUGHT TINCTURE, WHICH THEY HAVE NOT, BUT THOSE ARE DAMNED BY APPARENT LOSS. AND THESE ARE THE MATTERS - MAN'S HAIR, THE BRAIN, MAN'S SPITTLE, THE MILK OF WOMEN, MAN'S BLOOD, URINE, MAN'S DUNG, MENSTRUUM AND SPERM, THE BONES OF DEAD MEN, HEN'S EGGS, AND SIMPLY IN ALL BRUTE BEASTS, IN FISHES, FLYING CREATURE, IN WORMS, SCORPIONS, TOADS, NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL BASILISKS, IN WHICH VERY GREAT TRUMPERY IS, IN SHELLS AND IN THE JUICE OF CERTAIN HERBS, FLOWERS AND TREES, AND ESPECIALLY IN THOSE, THAT IS THE HERB OF LUNARY, AND SOLARY, WHICH IS CALLED TOXICUM, AND IN ALL THINGS OF WHICH THEY HAVE FEIGNED NAMES AT THEIR PLEASURE CONCERNING THE METALS, DECEIVING THEMSELVES AND OTHERS WHO WERE DESIROUS TO DO THE BEST MATTERS WITH THE WORSE THINGS, AND TO FINISH THE DEFECT OF NATURE WITH SUCH LIKE THINGS WHEREUPON IT IS SAID "WHATSOEVER A MAN SOWETH THAT HE SHALL REAP", IF THEREFORE HE SHALL SOW DUNG, HE SHALL REAP DUNG, WHEREFORE IT IS NO MARVEL THAT SCARCE ONE AMONG A THOUSAND OR NO SUCH MEN AT ALL, BRING IT TO PASS. SOW GOLD AND SILVER, AND IT WILL BRING UNTO THEE MOST PLEASANT FRUIT BY THY LABOUR WITH THE HELP OF NATURE, BECAUSE THAT ONLY HATH THE THING WHICH THOU SEEK, AND NO OTHER THING OF THE WORLD, WHEREAS ALL OTHER THINGS ARE STINKING AND GIVE PLACE TO NATURE BY THE CONTINUANCE AND TRIAL OF THE FIRE. AND THERE ARE OTHER ALCHEMISTS LABOURING IN LESSER MINERALS, THAT IS TO SAY IN FOUR SPIRITS AS IN COMMON SULPHUR, ARSENIC, AURIPIGMENTUM, AND SALT AMMONIAC BEING DESIROUS TO MAKE A TINCTURE BUT THIS THEY CANNOT DO AS IS MANIFEST BY THE DEFINITION OF THE TINCTURE. FOR TO TINCT IS NOTHING ELSE THAN BY TINCTING TO TRANSFER THAT WHICH IS TINCTED INTO ITS OWN NATURE, AND TO REMAIN WITH IT, WITHOUT ANY TRANSFORMATION, AND NATURE TEACHING NATURE TO FIGHT AGAINST THE FIRE, FOR THE NATURE OF THE TINCTING AND THE TINCTED AGREE. FOR INSTANCE, IF YOU TINCT LEAD OR TIN, OR ANY SUCH THING FROM GOLD OR SILVER, THIS AGREES IN NATURES, BECAUSE BOTH PARTIES HAVE TAKEN THEIR ORIGINAL FROM MERCURY. THE RIPE IS CONJOINED WITH THE UNRIPE, THAT THE UNRIPE MAY BE AFFECTED BY IT IN SUCH A WAY. BUT SINCE THESE FOUR SPIRITS ARE OF ANOTHER NATURE FROM METALS, AS HAS BEEN SUFFICIENTLY SPOKEN OF, THEREFORE, IF THEY MUST BE TINCTED, I DEMAND WHETHER THEY OUGHT TO CHANGE OR TO BE CHANGED. IF TO BE CHANGED THEN IT IS NOT TINCTURE, AS IS MANIFEST BY THE DEFINITION THEREOF. IF TO CHANGE, THEREFORE, IN TINCTING IT CONVERTS INTO ITS NATURE THAT WHICH IS EARTHLY AND STRANGE TO A METALLIC NATURE. THEREFORE, THEY CANNOT MAKE METAL BY TINCTING, BUT THAT, WHICH IN TINCTING IT CONVERTS INTO ITS NATURE, IS TRIED, BECAUSE EVERYTHING ENGENDERING, ENGENDERS HIS LIKE, AND BECAUSE THIS TINCTURE IS AN EARTHLY GENERATION OF FOUR SPIRITS, THEREFORE IT WILL ENGENDER A THING LIKE UNTO ITSELF, WHICH IS ALSO EARTHLY AS ITSELF.
ROSARIUM PHILOSOPHORUM (PART 4)
ILLUMINATION: HERE SOL PLAINLY DIES AGAIN, AND IS DROWNED WITH THE MERCURY OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. THEREFORE, REGARD NOT THAT TINCTURE, NOR ANY OTHER WHICH IS NOT FOUND IN THE PROPERTY OF NATURE WITH ALL FOREIGN WAYS, BECAUSE IN THEM THERE IS NOTHING ELSE BUT THE CONSUMING OF THINGS, THE LOSS OF TIME AND LABOUR, WHEREAS ALL OTHER THINGS ARE APPARENT, AND NOT BEING METALS, WHICH ARE LABOURED BY THE LESSER MINERALS AND SUCH LIKE. RAYMUND: ALTHOUGH THIS OUR STONE DOES NOW NATURALLY CONTAIN TINCTURE IN ITSELF, FOR IT IS CREATED PERFECTLY INTO THE BODY OF MAGNESIA, BUT OF ITSELF IT HAS NO MOTION UNLESS IT BE BROUGHT TO PASS BY ART AND OPERATION. GEBER SAYS IN THE OPERATION OF ROOTS, "OPERATION IS USED FOR THIS, THAT THE TINCTURE OF GOLD MAY BE BETTERED MORE IN GOLD THAN IT IS IN ITS NATURE, AND ALSO THAT IT MAY BE MADE ELIXIR, COMPOUNDED ACCORDING TO THE ALLEGORY OF THE WISEMEN". BUT WHETHER WE NEED GOLD ONLY AND NOT ANY OTHER BODY. HARKEN UNTO HERMES SPEAKING "HIS FATHER OF THE FIRST COMPOSITION IS SOL, AND HIS MOTHER IS LUNA". THE FATHER IS HOT AND DRY ENGENDERING TINCTURE, HIS MOTHER IS COLD AND MOIST, NOURISHING THAT WHICH IS ENGENDERED. THEREFORE, IF THERE WERE NOT ONE OF THEM IN OUR STONE THE MEDICINE WOULD NEVER MELT EASILY, NOR GAIN ANY TINCTURE, AND IF IT DID GIVE, YET IT WOULD NOT TINCT, BUT IN AS MUCH AS IT WERE, MERCURY WOULD VANISH AWAY IN A FUME, BECAUSE THE RECEPTACLE OF THE TINCTURE SHOULD NOT BE IN IT. BUT IT IS OUR FINAL SECRET TO HAVE A MEDICINE THAT MELTS OR FLOWS BEFORE THE FLIGHT OF MERCURY. THEREFORE, THE CONJUNCTION OF TWO THINGS IS NECESSARY IN OUR WORK. FOR GEBER SAYS IN HIS PERFECT MAGISTERY, GOLD IS THE MOST PRECIOUS OF METALS, FOR THAT IS A SOUL CONJOINING THE SPIRIT WITH THE BODY, THAT IS WITH THE IMPERFECT, BECAUSE AS THE BODY OF A MAN WITHOUT A SOUL IS DEAD AND UNMOVEABLE, SO AN IMPURE BODY WITHOUT FERMENT, WHICH IS ITS SOUL, IS EARTHLY AND VEGETABLE FOR THAT IS THE TINCTURE OF REDNESS, TRANSFORMING EVERY BODY. IT IS FERMENT CONVERTING THE WHOLE MASS OR LUMP TO ITS NATURE, BECAUSE AS SOL AND LUNA OVERRULE ALL THE OTHER PLANETS, SO THOSE TWO BODIES HAVE DOMINION OVER OTHER BODIES OF METALS, WHICH ARE STRONGLY CONVERTED TO THE NATURE OF THE TWO AFORESAID BODIES. AND THEREFORE, IT IS CALLED FERMENT FOR WITHOUT IT THINGS SPRINGING CANNOT BE AMENDED, AND AS A LITTLE LEAVEN CORRUPTS A GREAT LUMP OF DOUGH, THAT IS, TRANSMUTES AND SEASONS IT, SO IN THE SAME WAY, IT HAPPENS TO OUR STONE. HERMES: MY SON, EXTRACT HIS SHADOW FROM THE SUN BEAM. TAKE THEREFORE THE FOURTH PART OF IT, THAT IS ONE PART OF THE FERMENT, AND THREE PARTS OF THE IMPERFECT BODY, DISSOLVE THE FERMENT IN HIS EQUAL QUANTITY OF WATER OF MERCURY, DECOCT IT ALSO WITH A MOST SOFT FIRE AND COAGULATE THE FERMENT, THAT IT MAY BE MADE AS THE IMPERFECT BODY, AND THE MOUTH OF THE VESSEL BEING STOPPED, IN THE SAME MANNER AND ORDER AS HAS BEEN SAID, IT IS PREPARED IN ALL POINTS. ARISTOTLE: CHOOSE TO THYSELF, A STONE BY WHICH KINGS ARE HONOURED IN THEIR DIAMONDS, AND BY WHICH PHYSICIANS HAVE TO CURE THEIR PATIENTS BECAUSE IT IS NEAR THE FIRE. MY SON, TAKE OF THE MOST-SIMPLE AND ROUND, AND DO NOT TAKE OF THE TRIANGLE OR QUADRANGLE, BUT OF THE ROUND BODY, BECAUSE THE ROUND IS NEARER TO SIMPLICITY THAN THE TRIANGLE. WE MUST NOTE THEREFORE, THE SIMPLE BODY HAVING NO CORNER, BECAUSE IT IS THE FIRST AND LAST IN PLANETS, AS SOL IN THE STARS, BECAUSE WE SEE IN ASTRONOMY OF THE FIRMAMENT, THAT SOL IS THE LORD OF ALL PLANETS, AND ALL PLANETS HAVE NEED OF HIS LIGHT BECAUSE HE GIVES LIGHT UPWARDS EVEN UNTO SATURN, AND DOWNWARDS EVEN UNTO LUNA, AND THEN HE BEHOLD ALL, BOTH SUPERIOR AND INFERIOR. ARISTOTLE: MY SON, THOU OUGHT TO TAKE OF THE FATTER FLESH. THOU OUGHT TO KNOW THAT EVERY SEED ANSWERS HIS SPRINGING, BECAUSE THOSE THINGS WHICH YOU SOW, THESE SHALL YOU REAP AGAIN. WHAT THINGS ARE PARTICULAR WHICH ARE BROUGHT TO PASS IN THIS ART: I DECLARE UNIVERSALLY TO ALL MEN, TO WHOM THESE MY PRESENT SPEECHES SHALL COME, THAT IN THE BOUND OF THE WHOLE ART, THERE ARE BUT TWO PARTICULAR THINGS WHICH ARE PARTICULARLY BROUGHT TO PASS ACCORDING TO PHILOSOPHERS AND NATURE. THE FIRST PARTICULAR, AS WELL IN WHITE AS IN RED, IS IN MERCURY OR IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE PERFECT MEDICINE, ALTHOUGH THE BODY DOTH SECRETLY CONTAIN IN ITSELF THE TINCTURE OF IT, WITH WHICH IT IS BROUGHT TO PASS AS NATURE REQUIRES, BECAUSE THAT IS PARTICULARLY IN IT OF EITHER FORM OF THINGS. WHEN AS MERCURY IS COMPOUNDED OF THE FIRST MATTER OF ALL METALS, OF WHITE EARTH TOO MUCH SULPHUROUS, AND OF CLEAR WATER. AND THEREFORE, THE WHITENESS OF THE EARTH ENGENDERS THE CLEARNESS OF THE WATER AND THERE IS A MOST WHITE COLOUR IN IT, AS EXPERIENCE TEACHES US, AND IT CONTAINS IN IT GOOD SULPHUR, PERFECT AND PURE. THEN IT IS POSSIBLE THAT SOL AND LUNA BE MADE OF IT PARTICULARLY. THE PHILOSOPHER: LET IT BE MINGLED WITH WORKMANSHIP WITH OTHER METALLIC BODIES BECAUSE IT IS OF THE NATURE OF THEM AND THEY ARE ENGENDERED OF IT AND THEREFORE IT MAY BE DONE BY WORKMANSHIP, AND LET IT IMITATE THE DIGESTED NATURE INTO IT, THAT IT MAY BE AFFECTED WITH THEM, SO IS MADE LIKE UNTO THEM WITHOUT ANY FOREIGN COMMIXTION, WHEN AS IT REJOICES SIMPLY IN THE NATURE OF ITS NATURE, AND NOT BY ANY FOREIGN THING. BUT, WITH SOL SOL IS MADE, LUNA WITH LUNA, VENUS WITH VENUS AND SO WITH ALL THE REST. WHEN AS EVERY THING SENDETH HIS STRENGTH INTO IT AND ALSO BECAUSE IT CONTAINS HIS GOOD SULPHUR, BUT IMPERFECT, WHICH BY ART IS MADE PERFECT WHEREFORE OTHER METALS COAGULATED BY SULPHUR PARTICULARLY ADJUSTIBLE [BURNING], AS IT CANNOT BE MADE SOL AND LUNA. THE FIRST REASON: FOR IF THEY SHOULD BE TRANSFORMED INTO MERCURY AND SHOULD BE MIXED WITH SOL AND LUNA, THEN THE MERCURY OF THEM WOULD HAVE IN ITSELF THAT BAD SULPHUR, AND IF IT SHOULD BE PURGED THEN IT WOULD NOT BE PURGED INTO SO MUCH, WHICH SHOULD REDUCE IT INTO MERCURY AS BEFORE SUCH SIMPLICITY, NEITHER ALSO COULD THE BODY BE DISSOLVED INTO IT BY MERCURY AND WHEN IT CANNOT BE DISSOLVED THEN ALSO IT CANNOT SEND HIS SERATED STRENGTH INTO IT. BUT NATURES BEING SERATED OR INGRAFTED OF EACH PART, EVERY ONE IS SEPARATED FROM THE OTHER IN TRIAL, WHEN IT HAS NOT SECRETLY IN ITSELF A PERFECT NATURE WITH WHICH THEY MIGHT AFFECT IT BY THE SOLUTION OF THEM, BUT IT IS ALWAYS NECESSARY FOR THEM, BY THE HELP OF ART, THAT OTHER PERFECT BODIES SHOULD SUCCOUR THEM, WITH THEIR NATURE WHICH NATURALLY IS PERFECT. SECONDLY, IF THE IMPERFECT BODIES SHOULD BE ADJUSTED TO THE PERFECT BODIES, SILVER AND GOLD COULD NOT BE MADE, WHEN AS NATURALLY THE NATURES OF THEM ARE LOCKED IN EITHER PART BY CONGELATION, AND WHEN THERE IS NO MEAN OPENING, THOSE NATURES TO SEND ONE STRENGTH INTO ANOTHER, THEN THEY CANNOT BE JOINED BY NATURAL CONJUNCTION, SO THAT THEY MAY RETURN INTO MERCURY FROM WHENCE ON EACH PART THEY TOOK THEIR ORIGINAL. AND THEREFORE, BY THE VEHEMENCY OF THE FIRE THEY ARE SEPARATED BY COURSE, BY COMBUSTION OF IMPERFECT NATURE, AS IS WELL SEEN. BUT WHEN YOU WILL CONJOIN THEM, MAKE MERCURY BY MERCURY, WHICH DISSOLVES AND OPENS LOCKED NATURES, THAT SIMPLY ONE MAY PASS INTO ANOTHER, AND THE PERFECT SEND STRENGTH INTO THE IMPERFECT, THAT IT MAY BE MADE PERFECT WITH IT, AND THESE ARE THE LABOURS OF THE PARTICULAR WAY, AND SO GOLD AND SILVER MAY BE MADE PARTICULARLY. NOTE THAT RAW MERCURY DISSOLVES BODIES AND REDUCES THEM INTO THEIR FIRST MATTER AND NATURE, BUT THE MERCURY OF BODIES CANNOT DO THIS. THAT IS BECAUSE OF THE RAWNESS OF ITS SULPHUR, WHICH IT HAD IN THE FIRST WHITE EARTH, WITH WHICH IT IS MADE FROM THE BEGINNING OF CLEAR WATER, BECAUSE THAT [WHICH IS] RAW DOES ALWAYS DESIRE TO GNAW THAT WHICH IS NEAREST ITS NATURE, FIRST GOLD, SECONDLY SILVER, ETC., BUT THE OTHER MERCURY CONGEALED OF BODIES CANNOT DO THIS, BECAUSE BY CONGELATION THAT RAW SULPHUR, WHICH BEFORE WAS IN IT, IS ALTERED IN NATURE, THEREFORE IT GNAWS NOT AS THE FIRST, NOR OPENS THAT WHICH IS LOCKED. AND THEREFORE, ONE STRENGTH IS NOT SENT INTO ANOTHER, BUT EVERYTHING REMAINS BY ITSELF, WHEREBY SURELY, THEY ARE FLUCTUOUSLY JOINED, BUT ARE NATURALLY LOCKED IN EACH PART. WHEREFORE, BY THE TRIAL AND SHARPNESS OF THE FIRE, THE IMPERFECT IS BURNT, THE PERFECT REMAINING, BECAUSE ONE NATURE CANNOT HELP ANOTHER, BUT THIS WAY DOES IT WITH CRUDE ARGENT VIVE, THAT IS TO LOCK AND OPEN NATURES THAT EVERY NEAR THING MAY BE IN AID TO ITS NATURE. THEREFORE, IF SILVER BE DISSOLVED, HE SHALL FIND A SILVERY NATURE, IF GOLD, A GOLDEN NATURE, IF LEAD, A LEADEN NATURE. IT IS CONGEALED BY THEIR SULPHUR. WHEREUPON THE PHILOSOPHER SAYS, "BUT IF THOSE BODIES, WHICH PARTICIPATE THEIR NATURE, AS YOU SEEK IN MANY STINKING AND UNCLEAN THINGS AND THEREFORE IT IS PARTICULARLY POSSIBLE ON EITHER PART, FOR GOLD AND SILVER TO BE MADE OF IT, AND NOT IN OTHER BODIES AS YOU HEAR." NOTE THAT THERE IS A DOUBLE SOLUTION OF BODIES INTO MERCURY BY MERCURY AND INTO WATER OF MERCURY. THE FIRST SOLUTION IS REQUIRED FOR PARTICULAR THINGS, THE SECOND FOR UNIVERSAL THINGS. THE FIRST SOLUTION OF BODIES INTO MERCURY IS BUT A RESOLUTION, THAT IS, THAT WHICH IS LOCKED BY RESOLUTION ONLY, AND OPENED FOR THE ENTRANCE OF ONE NATURE INTO ANOTHER, AND THAT IS RESOLUTION IN PARTICULARS. THE SECOND SOLUTION IS INTO WATER OF MERCURY AND IT IS DONE UNIVERSALLY, AND THAT IS NOT DONE ONLY BY DISSOLUTION OF UNRIPE SULPHUR INTO MERCURY, BUT BY PUTREFACTION OF THE BODY AND SPIRIT INTO MOISTURE, WHEN AS PUTREFACTION IS THE SOLUTION AND SEPARATION OF ALL NATURES BOUND BY COURSE, AND SO THE PARTS BOUND ARE SEPARATED EVERY ONE PART FROM ANOTHER. AND THIS IS DONE BY THE SEPARATION AND SOLUTION OF THE ELEMENTS, WHICH IN THE GENERATION OF MERCURY ARE CONNECTED, THAT IS, OF WATER AND EARTH AND THOSE PARTS WHILE THEY ARE PURGED ARE JOINED IN NATURE BY CONVERSION, AND LOOSE THEMSELVES MORE FOR THEIR CLEANNESS THAN BEFORE IN NATURE, AND THIS SEPARATION CANNOT BE IN BODIES BUT BY A SPIRIT. SO, ART TRANSCENDS NATURE IN ONE WAY, ALTHOUGH ARTIFICIAL THINGS MAY WELL BE DONE SUDDENLY, WHICH NATURALLY BEFORE TOOK LONGER. DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THESE ARE COMMON ELEMENTS, THAT IS TO SAY, CLOUD WATER AND SUCH LIKE, BUT COLD AND DRY EARTH, COLD AND MOIST WATER, MOIST AND HOT AIR, HOT AND DRY FIRE, AND SO ARE THE ELEMENTS IN NATURE. BUT ART CANNOT SO SEPARATE THE CONNECTED PARTS IN GENERATION THAT THEY SHOULD BE SIMPLY TRANSMUTED INTO THOSE ELEMENTS, WHICH THEY WERE, WHEN AS THE FIRST NATURE HAS CHANGED ONE QUICKLY INTO ANOTHER. IN SUCH WAY THE ART MAY WELL BE SEPARATED, AS MOIST FROM DRY, AND COLD FROM HOT BUT YET ONE QUALITY OF THE NATURAL COMMIXTION POSSESSES THE NATURE OF THE OTHER IN SOME PART, BY THOSE THINGS WITH THE HELP OF ART, THEY MIGHT BE JOINED, AS THEY ARE DIVIDED. IF THAT WERE NOT THAT ONE QUALITY SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN THE NATURE OF ANOTHER, THAT IS, WATER PARTICIPATES IN THE NATURE OF EARTH IN COLDNESS, AND AIR IN THE NATURE OF WATER IN MOISTNESS, AND SO IN ALL THE REST, THEN IT WOULD FOLLOW THAT THE NATURAL WORK WOULD BE WHOLLY DESTROYED, WHEN AS THE ELEMENTS SHOULD BE BE MOST SIMPLE, AS THEY WERE BEFORE. BEFORE THE GENERATION OF MERCURY ART HAD DESTROYED NATURE, BEGINNING FROM THE HEAD, THAT IS FROM GOLD AND SILVER, EVEN TO THE BEGINNING THAT IS ARGENT VIVE AND BEYOND THOSE PRINCIPLES OF SIMPLE ELEMENTS, ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN BEFORE THE GENERATION OF MERCURY, SO THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE IN ART. IF IT WERE POSSIBLE THEN IT WOULD FOLLOW THAT ART WOULD MAKE ELEMENTS AFRESH, BEYOND THE FIRST MATTER OF METALS, AND WOULD AGAIN ENGENDER MERCURY AS IT DESTROYED IT, WHICH IS IMPOSSIBLE TO BE DONE ARTIFICIALLY. SURELY ART IS WELL DESTROYED FROM THE HEAD EVEN UNTO THE FEET, THAT IS, EDIFICATING MERCURY FROM THE FEET EVEN UNTO THE HEAD IN A MORE-SUBTLE FORM WITH THE SUBSTANCES OF NATURE, WHICH BEFORE WAS ART. SO, THE FORMS OF THINGS ARE DIVIDED, WHEN AS THEY ARE TRANSMUTED INTO ANOTHER FORM THAN THAT WHICH THEY HAD BEEN BEFORE. AS ARISTOTLE SAYS, "LET THE ARTIFICERS OF ALCHEMY KNOW, THAT THE FORMS OF THINGS CANNOT BE TRANSMUTED WHICH IS TRUE UNLESS THEY BE REDUCED OR CONVERTED INTO THEIR FIRST MATTER, THAT IS INTO ARGENT VIVE, OTHERWISE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO BE DONE." NOURISHMENT: HERE SOL IS MADE BLACK LIKE UNTO PITCH, WITH THE MERCURY OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. THE SECOND PARTICULAR IS IN SOL, MERCURY, AND IN THE SULPHUR OF THE PHILOSOPHERS: WHEREAS IT HAS BEEN BEFORE SAID, THAT LUNA CONTAINS WHITE SULPHUR IN IT, AS GOLD DOES RED, YET THE FORM OF FIRE IS HIDDEN IN IT UNDER THE WHITENESS. THEREFORE, IT IS POSSIBLE FOR ALL SILVER TO BE MADE GOLD. WHEREUPON THE PHILOSOPHER SAYS, "IT IS NOT GOLD UNLESS IT HAS FIRST BEEN MADE SILVER." SO SILVER CONTAINS IN ITSELF CERTAIN UNDIGESTED QUALITIES, WHICH MAY BE PURGED FROM IT BY ART, SO THAT PARTICULARLY IT PASSES INTO FIXED MERCURY, AND INTO THE NEAREST NATURE OF GOLD, BECAUSE IT THEN CONTAINS EVERYTHING IN ITSELF THAT GOLD CONTAINS, BY THE APPOSITION OF THE RED SULPHUR OF PHILOSOPHERS, WITH WHICH IT IS MORE DIGESTED, AND THE CITRINENESS IN IT IS CAUSED IN THE JOINING OF THE PERFECT BODY, WHEN AS THEY ARE SIMPLE OF ONE NATURE. BUT THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE TO BE DONE IN OTHER BODIES, AS THEY HAVE NOT SO GREAT VICINITY OR NEARNESS TO PERFECT NATURE, AS THAT WHICH IS OUR IMPEDIMENT IN THE ENGENDERING OF THEM, BY ADUSTIBLE AND STINKING SULPHUR. NEITHER ARE THEY OF MERCURY, OF WHICH THE PHILOSOPHER SPEAKS, "IT CANNOT PASS FROM THE LAST TO THE LAST, BUT BY THE MIDDLE." THAT IS, GOLD IS NOT ENGENDERED OF MERCURY UNLESS IT BE FIRST SILVER, NEITHER HAS IT IN ITSELF SULPHUR OF THE SIMPLE FIRE, NOT BURNING, BUT BURNING SULPHUR AND THEREFORE THEY CANNOT PARTICULARLY BE TRANSFORMED INTO FIXED MERCURY, AS HAS BEEN SAID BEFORE BY ARISTOTLE. LET THE ARTIFICER KNOW THAT THEY MAY MAKE THINGS LIKE TO THEM, AND TINCT BY RED CITRINE, THAT IT MAY SEEM TO BE GOLD, AND TINCT WHITE WITH WHITE UNTIL IT BE MUCH LIKE SILVER. THEY MAY ALSO TAKE AWAY THE UNCLEANNESS OF LEAD OR OF OTHER SICK BODIES, THAT THEY MAY SEEM TO BE GOLD AND SILVER, BUT YET LEAD ALWAYS REMAINS LEAD, BECAUSE IT HAS NOT IN IT THE DIGESTED QUALITIES OF GOLD AND SILVER. AS THOSE WHICH TAKE SALT ARMONIACK OR OTHER LESSER MINERALS TO DELUDE MEN, AND JOIN COPPER OR TIN WITH MERCURY, SO THAT IT MAY APPEAR TO MEN TO BE SILVER, AND MALLEABLE IN SOME SORT, AND ARE ABLE TO ENDURE THE TRIAL IN THE FIRE. ACCORDING TO THEM WHICH ARE SKILFUL IN THE FIRE, WHICH NEVERTHELESS ARE DECEIVED IN THIS, BECAUSE IT HAS NOT IN IT THE SILVERY NATURE, AS APPEARETH IN THE COLOUR AND TRIAL. THE FIRST REASON IS, COPPER CONTAINS IN IT, MERCURY, SOMEWHAT CLEAN, IN AS MUCH AS THERE IS OF SULPHUR, BUT THE SULPHUR IS STINKING AND ADUSTIBLE, WHICH BURNS IT AND HAS REDNESS NOT WELL DIGESTED, BUT BY REASON OF THE RED AND UNCLEAN SULPHUR. WHILE THE MERCURY HAS THE SUBSTANCE BEFORE THE SULPHUR, AND THEREFORE IT GOES MORE SLOWLY IN THE FIRE, THAN LEAD OR TIN, BECAUSE MERCURY RESISTS NOT, BUT IN AS MUCH AS IT SUFFERS VIOLENCE OF THE SULPHUR MIXED WITH IT, BUT THAT LEAD IS SOONER BURNT, THAT IS BY REASON OF THE INFECTED MERCURY. BUT INFECTED MERCURY WITH INFECTED SULPHUR, IS AS LEAD, SEEKS SOME MOISTNESS OF ITS IMPERFECTION, AND WHEN SILVER AND COPPER ARE MINGLED IN SILVER IT FINDS NOT ANY THING BUT AN INFECTED THING. BUT IN COPPER IT FIRST FINDS BURNING SILVER, TO WHICH IT IS SOONER MINGLED, AND IN THE UNIVERSAL MIXING, THE MERCURY IS MORE INFECTED WITH COPPER, WHEN AS LEAD IS INFECTED IN EITHER PART, THAT IS OF MERCURY AND SULPHUR. AND NOW, BECAUSE MORE EVIL DOES SOONER CLEAVE TO EVIL, SO MUCH THE MORE WEAK AND WORSE IT WILL BE, AND THEREFORE SOONER STICKS TO COPPER AND SILVER, INFECTING AND BURNING IT WITH THE NATURE OF COPPER AND SILVER AS YOU HAVE HEARD. ON EITHER PART IT IS LOCKED AND CANNOT HELP THE WORSE, AND SO LEAD BURNS THE COPPER FROM THE SILVER, WHICH IS MORE SLOWLY SEPARATED WITHOUT LEAD, BECAUSE HOW MUCH THE MORE IMPERFECT IT IS, SO MUCH THE MORE-WEAK AND COMBUSTIBLE IT WILL BE. BUT IN THE CONJUNCTION WITH COPPER AND MERCURY, BY SOME MEANS IT OPENS THE NATURES AND CONJOINS THESE TWO, THAT IS, TIN AND COPPER. TIN HAS CLEAN MERCURY AND BAD SULPHUR, WEAKLY MIXED, MERCURY IS JOINED WITH MERCURY. AND MERCURY HATH ALWAYS THE POWER OF SULPHUR, BY CHANGING THE COLOUR OF COPPER WHICH IS IN SULPHUR, SO THAT A NEW FORM MAY APPEAR, AND MAY NOT ALSO QUICKLY BURN THE SULPHUR AS IT DID BEFORE THAT MERCURY. AND WHEN CRUDE MERCURY IS COAGULATED BY IT, IT IS ALTERED WITH THEM IN NATURE, AS BY SOME MEANS IT MAY APPEAR TO BE SILVER, ALTHOUGH IN TRUTH IT BE NOT SILVER. WHEN AS DUE DIGESTION AND DECOCTION SHALL NOT BE IN IT, AND SULPHUR, NOT OF A SIMPLE FIRE, AND OF A VIRTUOUS NATURE, AS ARGENT VIVE ITSELF, OF WHICH GOLD AND SILVER ON EITHER PART, THAT IS OF MERCURY AND SULPHUR, ARE SUFFICIENTLY DIGESTED AND OF GOOD RIPENESS, AND PERFECT IN ALL DIGESTION. THUS YOU HAVE THE SOPHISTICAL SILVER OF COPPER, TIN AND MERCURY, AND THEN IF YOU MINGLE SOME POWDERS OF THE LESSER MINERALS, IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE IF MERCURY HAS THE GOVERNMENT, BUT YET ALWAYS WHEN IT IS IMPERFECT, IT IS IN THE END DIMINISHED AND BURNT IN THE FIRE, WHEN, AS THE SULPHUR IS NOT OF A VIRTUAL NATURE AS THE MERCURY, BUT ALWAYS SECRETLY HURTFUL AND INFECTING THE MERCURY, ALTHOUGH THE MERCURY BE WELL FURNISHED, AND SO IN THE END IT RETURNS INTO DUNG, AS IT WAS BEFORE. UNDERSTAND, THEREFORE, HOW THE TRUE GOLD AND SILVER DIFFER FROM THE SOPHISTICAL, ALTHOUGH MANY SOPHISTICATIONS ARE MADE BY THE SAME MANNER BY OTHER METALS INTO RED AND WHITE, ADJOINED WITH THE LESSER MINERALS OR WITH SOME ONE OF THEM. BUT THOSE LABOURERS ARE DELUDED, WHEN THEY THINK THEMSELVES TO HAVE FOUND THE GOOD APPEARANCE, THEIR IGNORANCE IS THE CAUSE OF THIS, BECAUSE THEY KNOW NOT THE NATURES OF METALS. FIXATION: HERE ENDS THE LIFE OF LUNA, AND THE SPIRIT SUBTLY ASCENDS ON HIGH. RAYMUND: NOW I WILL SPEAK OF FIXATION OF TINCTURE, OR OF COPPER WHICH CARRIES TINCTURE IN IT, AND WHICH IS DONE BY CALCINATION OF WHICH WAY I WILL STOP. LELIUS THE PHILOSOPHER: IN THE END A KING SHALL COME FORTH UNTO THEE CROWNED WITH A PRECIOUS CROWN, SHINING LIKE SOL, GLISTENING IN BRIGHTNESS LIKE UNTO A CARBUNCLE, MELTING LIKE WAX, PERSEVERING AND ABIDING IN THE FIRE, PENETRATING AND RETAINING ARGENT VIVE. ARNOLDUS: FOR THE COLOUR OF REDNESS IS CREATED OF THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF DIGESTION, BECAUSE BLOOD IS NOT ENGENDERED IN MAN, UNLESS IT FIRST BE DILIGENTLY DECOCTED IN THE LIVER. SO, WE, IN THE MORNING, WHEN WE SEE OUR URINE TO BE WHITE, THEN WE KNOW WE HAVE SLEPT BUT A LITTLE AND WE GO TO BED AGAIN, BUT AFTER WE HAVE RECEIVED MORE SLEEP, THEN THE DIGESTION IS ACCOMPLISHED AND OUR URINE IS CITRINATED. SO, BY DECOCTION ONLY, WHITENESS MAY COME TO REDNESS BY CONTINUING THE FIRE IN THAT WAY, AND OUR WHITE COPPER, IF IT BE DILIGENTLY DECOCTED MAY BE MADE PERFECT RED. LET IT THEREFORE BE DECOCTED WITH A DRY FIRE AND WITH DRY CALCINATION, UNTIL IT, WAX RED LIKE CINNABAR, AND PUT NEITHER WATER NOR ANY OTHER THING INTO IT, UNTIL IT BECOME DECOCTED TO THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE RED. WHAT YIELDS FUSION AND INGESTION AND ALSO FIXATION: GEBER IN THE SECOND BOOK AND THE FIRST CHAPTER: WE SAY, BECAUSE THE PERFECTION OF EVERY SOLUTION IS DRAWN WITH SUBTLE WATERS, ESPECIALLY SHARP AND BITTER, AND WITH SPRING WATERS HAVING NO FAECES, AS DISTILLED VINEGAR IS, AND SHARP GRAPES, SOUR PEARS, AND POMEGRANATES DISTILLED IN LIKE SORT, AND SUCH LIKE AS THESE, BUT THE SUBTLENESS OF THEM HAS BEEN THE CAUSE OF THE INVENTION THEREOF, WHICH HAVE NEITHER FUSION NOR INGRESSION OF WHICH A GREAT PROFIT OF THE FIXED SPIRITS WAS LOST, AND OF THOSE WHICH ARE OF NATURE, FOR EVERYTHING THAT IS DISSOLVED MUST OF NECESSITY HAVE THE NATURE OF SALT OR OF ALUM, OR OF SOME SUCH LIKE AS THIS. BUT IT IS THE NATURE OF THEM BECAUSE THEY GIVE FUSION OR MELTING BEFORE THEIR VITRIFICATION, THEREFORE THE DISSOLVED SPIRITS WILL IN LIKE SORT YIELD LIKE FUSION. SEEING THEREFORE THEY MUCH AGREE WITH THEMSELVES IN THEIR NATURE AND BODIES IT IS NEEDFUL TO PENETRATE BODIES BY IT, AND IN TRANSMUTING TO PENETRATE AND IN PENETRATING TO TRANSMUTE, BUT IT COMES NOT TO THIS WITHOUT THE MAGISTERY, WHICH IS THAT AFTER THE SOLUTION AND COAGULATION. THEREOF SOME ONE OF THE SPIRITS, PURIFIED AND NOT FIXED, SHOULD BE ADMINISTERED TO IT AND SO OFTEN SUBLIMED IN IT UNTIL IT REMAINS WITH IT, AND YIELDS IT A MORE-SPEEDY FUSION OR MELTING, AND PRESERVES IT IN MELTING FROM VITRIFICATION, FOR IT IS THE NATURE OF SPIRITS AND BODIES NOT TO BE VITRIFIED AND TO KEEP THE MIXED FROM VITRIFICATION UNTIL THE SPIRITS SHALL BE IN IT. THEREFORE, THE MORE WE PRESERVE THE NATURE OF THE SPIRIT, SO MUCH THE MORE WE DEFEND IT FROM VITRIFICATION. THEREFORE, BY THE WORK OF NATURE WE MAY PROVE THAT THE GROUNDS OF SALTS AND ALUMS, AND OF SUCH LIKE, PRESERVING NATURE TO BE DISSOLVABLE, FOR WE FIND NOT IN ALL THE WORKS OF IT ANY OTHER THING TO BE DISSOLVED BESIDES THESE. THEREFORE, WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE DISSOLVED, MUST OF NECESSITY BE DISSOLVED BY THE NATURE OF THEM, BY THE REITERATION OF CALCINATION AND SOLUTION. THEREFORE, WE PROVE IT BY THE FACT THAT ALL THINGS CALCINED ARE NEAR TO THE NATURE OF SALTS OR ALUMS AND THEREFORE MUST OF NECESSITY ACCOMPANY THEMSELVES IN THE PROPRIETY. BUT THE MANNER OF SOLUTION IS OF TWO SORTS, THAT IS, BY HOT DUNG AND BY HOT WATER, OF WHICH THERE IS ONE INTENTION AND ONE EFFECT. THE MANNER THEREOF BY DUNG, IS TO PUT IT INTO AN EARTHEN BODY AND TO POUR UPON IT A QUANTITY OF DISTILLED VINEGAR, OR SUCH LIKE, AND TO STOP THE HEAD THEREOF CLOSE, THAT IT BREATHE NOT OUT, AND TO SET IT IN WARM DUNG, THREE DAYS, AND AFTERWARDS LET THAT WHICH IS DISSOLVED BE REMOVED BY DISTILLATION OF A PHILTRE, BUT LET NOT THE DISSOLVED BE CALCINED AGAIN, UNTIL BY REITERATION OF THE WORK IT BE DISSOLVED UPON ALL THAT. BUT THE ORDER WHICH IS DONE BY THE BOILING OF THE WATER, IS MORE-SPEEDY, AND IT IS AS CALCINED INTO A BODY. IT IS IN LIKE SORT ORDERED WITH VINEGAR, AND THE HOLE IS STOPPED THAT IT FUME NOT OUT, AND IT MUST BE BURIED IN A CAULDRON FULL OF WATER AND STRAW, AS IN THE MANNER OF DISTILLATION BY WATER WE HAVE TAKEN A PRECEPT BY ORDER, AND AFTERWARDS LET FIRE BE KINDLED UNDERNEATH IT, UNTIL IT BOIL THE SPACE OF AN HOUR, BUT AFTER THIS LET THE DISSOLVED BE DISTILLED. THE MELTING IN THE MIDDLE FIRE BY WHICH THE INGESTION IS MADE, IS THE LAST OF PERFECTIONS. AS GEBER SAYS, IN HIS SEVENTH BOOK CHAPTER 17, "LET ALL RESOLVED THINGS BE COAGULATED BY THE HELP ONLY OF THE FIRE, AND THAT IN THE VESSEL STRONGLY STOPPED, AND KEEP THIS SECRET OF MINE, BECAUSE THE THING IS PERFECTLY COAGULATED, IF NOT, THEN BEGIN THE WORK AGAIN, AND BY REITERATION YOU SHALL COME TO YOUR WORK AGAIN, BY THE HELP OF GOD." RAYMUND: OUR INFANT HAS TWO FATHERS AND TWO MOTHERS, AND BECAUSE IT IS CHARILY NOURISHED OF THE WHOLE SUBSTANCE IN THE FIRE, THEREFORE IT NEVER DIES. CERATION IS THE REDUCING OF MOISTURE ABOVE THE EARTHY BY THE HELP OF THE FIRE, THAT BY CALCINATION IT BEING DEPRIVED OF MOISTURE AND BEING MADE DRY LIKE SAND, IT MAY BE MOLLIFIED AND REDUCED TO MELTING, AND IN CONSEQUENCE MAY HAVE INGRESSION, BUT NOT BY COMMON LIQUEFACTION WHICH THE COMMON PEOPLE MELT BY FIRE, BUT BY A PHILOSOPHICAL SOLUTION WHICH IS DONE BY WATER. FIXATION IS WHEN THE BODY RECEIVES THE TINCTING SPIRIT AND TAKES AWAY HIS VOLATILENESS, AND IT IS DONE BY OFTEN ITERATION, UNTIL IT BE MADE ASHES OF PERPETUAL ENDURING, AND THAT THE WHOLE REMAINS IN THE FIRE. HOW OF MERCURY METALS ESPECIALLY, ARE ENGENDERED: THE NATURE OF ALL MELTING THINGS IS OF ARGENT VIVE AND OF THE SUBSTANCE OF IT, BECAUSE ARGENT VIVE IS PROPER TO THEM, BECAUSE IT IS COAGULATED OF VAPOUR OR OF THE HEAT OF WHITE OR RED SULPHUR NOT BURNING. WHEREUPON ARISTOTLE SAYS IN HIS FIRST BOOK, "IF IT BE WHITE SULPHUR NOT BURNING, IT CONGEALS MERCURY INTO GOOD SILVER, BUT IF THE SULPHUR SHALL BE PURE WITH CLEAR REDNESS, AND IF THE FEVER OF THE FIERINESS SIMPLY NOT BURNING SHALL BE IN IT, IT CONGEALS INTO MOST PURE GOLD, BETTER THAN THE MINERAL HAS BROUGHT FORTH." BECAUSE EVERY DRY THING DOES NATURALLY SUCK UP HIS MOISTURE, THAT IT MAY BE CONTINUATED IN HIS PARTS, THEREFORE THE VAPOUR OF THE SULPHUR OF ARGENT VIVE IS TO BE COAGULATED OF A SUBTLE, EARTHY SUBSTANCE, DECOCTED AND UNDIGESTED, FROM THE FIRST COMMIXTION, UNITED UNTO IT IN THE ACTION OF HEAT, AFTERWARDS ELEVATED, DECOCTED AND DIGESTED, UNTIL IT HAS A SULPHUROUS STRENGTH OF COAGULATING ARGENT VIVE INTO METALLIC BODIES. GOLD HAS MUCH OF THE VIRTUE OF SULPHUR AND BUT A LITTLE OF THE SUBSTANCE THEREOF, AND MUCH OF THE SUBSTANCE OF MERCURY AND LITTLE OF THE VIRTUE THEREOF. WHICH BY REASON OF THE MERCURY IT IS VERY HEAVY AND BY REASON OF THE SULPHUROUS VIRTUE IT IS VERY RED. SILVER IN ALL POINTS IS IN A CONTRARY MANNER, BECAUSE IT HAS MUCH OF THE SUBSTANCE OF SULPHUR AND BUT LITTLE OF THE VIRTUE THEREOF, AND LITTLE OF THE SUBSTANCE OF MERCURY AND MUCH OF THE VIRTUE THEREOF. THEREFORE, IT IS WHITE, BECAUSE COLOUR FOLLOWS THE MULTITUDE OF VIRTUE, BUT VIRTUE IS PLACED IN VAPOUR, HIS MATTER IS NEARER THE MATTER OF GOLD, THEN ANY OTHER METAL, THEREFORE IT IS MORE EASILY TURNED INTO GOLD. IT NEEDS NO OTHER LABOUR BUT IN TRANSMUTING THE COLOUR AND GIVING THE WEIGHT. THE DIFFERENCE OF OIL AND WATER IN THE MANNER OF TINCTURE ARNOLDUS: THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TINCTURE OF WATER AND OIL, BECAUSE WATER DOES ONLY WASH AND CLEANSE, BUT OIL TINGES AND COLOURS. AS FOR EXAMPLE, IF CLOTH BE DROWNED IN WATER, IT IS CLEANSED BY IT AND WHEN IT IS DRIED THE WATER GOES AWAY AND THE CLOTH REMAINS IN ITS STATE AND IN THAT COLOUR WHICH IT HAD BEFORE, BUT THAT IT IS MORE-CLEAN. AND IT IS CONTRARY TO THIS IN OIL, BECAUSE IF CLOTH BE DIPPED IN IT, IT IS NOT SEPARATED FROM IT, BY THE HEAT OF THE FIRE, OR OF THE AIR, UNLESS THAT BE WHOLLY DESTROYED, NEITHER CAN THE OIL BE SEPARATED FROM THAT CLOTH, BUT BY WASHING AND BY THE DRYNESS OF THE FIRE. BUT WATER IS A SPIRIT EXTRACTING THE SOUL FROM BODIES, AND WHEN THE SOUL IS EXTRACTED FROM THOSE BODIES, THEN IT REMAINS BORN IN THAT SPIRIT AS THE TINCTURE OF THINGS TINGED IS CARRIED BY THE WATER UPON THE CLOTH, AND THEN THE WATER GOES AWAY BY DRYNESS, AND THE TINCTURE REMAINS FIXED IN THE CLOTH BY HIS OILYNESS. SO THEREFORE, WATER IS A SPIRIT IN WHICH THE TINCTURE OF THE AIR IS CARRIED, WHICH WHEN IT IS BROUGHT UPON THE WHITE FOLIATED EARTH, PRESENTLY THE SPIRITUAL WATER IS DRIED UP AND THE SOUL REMAINS IN THE BODY, WHICH IS THE TINCTURE OF THE AIR. THEREFORE, THE SPIRIT RETAINS THE SOUL, AS THE SOUL RETAINS THE BODY, BECAUSE THE SOUL STAYS NOT IN THE BODY, BUT BY THE HELP OF THE SPIRIT. BUT WHEN THEY ARE, CONJOINED THEY ARE NEVER SEPARATED, BECAUSE THE SPIRIT RETAINS THE SOUL AS THE SOUL RETAINS THE EARTH. WHEREUPON HERMES TEACHES US THAT SOULS ARE TO BE HONOURED IN STONES, FOR THEIR MANSION IS IN THEM. BUT THERE ARE RETAINERS OF FUGITIVES WITH THEM. THEREFORE, IT IS OUR COAGULATION, BECAUSE THEY RETAIN IT FLYING. SOW, THEREFORE, THE SOUL INTO THE WHITE FOLIATED EARTH BECAUSE THAT RETAINS IT. BECAUSE WHEN IT WOULD ASCEND FROM THE EARTH INTO HEAVEN AND WOULD DESCEND AGAIN INTO THE EARTH, IT WILL RECEIVE THE STRENGTH OF THE INFERIOR AND SUPERIOR. OF INCERATION, OR THE MANNER OF REDUCING WATER UPON EARTH: ARNOLDUS SAYS, THEREFORE, POUR IN WATER BY GRINDING BY COURSES AND AFTERWARDS BY CALCINING IT GENTLY, UNTIL THAT WATER SHALL SUCK UP THE FIFTIETH PART OF HIS WATER, KNOWING THAT FIRST THE EARTH MUST BE NOURISHED WITH A LITTLE WATER AND AFTER WARDS WITH MORE, AS IS SEEN IN THE EDUCATION OF AN INFANT. THEREFORE GRIND MUCH BY IMBIBING THE EARTH, BY LITTLE AND LITTLE WITH WATER FROM 8 DAYS TO 8 DAYS, DECOCT IT IN DUNG, BECAUSE BY THE INWARD MOISTENING, THE BURNING IS TAKEN AWAY AND THE THING IS BROUGHT INTO HIS FIRST MATTER, AND AFTERWARD CALCINE IT MEANLY IN THE FIRE, AND LET IT NOT BE IRKSOME UNTO THEE TO REITERATE IT OFTENTIMES, BECAUSE THE EARTH BRINGS NOT FORTH FRUIT WITHOUT MUCH LABOUR AND PLOUGHING, AND IF THE TRITURATION SHALL NOT BE GOOD, TILL THE WATER MAY BE MADE ONE WITH THE EARTH, THE BODY BRINGS FORTH NOTHING. THEREFORE, WITHHOLD NOT THY HAND FROM THE TROUBLE OF GRINDING AND DRYING, BECAUSE IT MAKES THE EARTH WHITE, BUT TAKE HEED THAT YOU IMBIBE NOT THE EARTH BUT BY LITTLE AND LITTLE, SUPPLY IT WITH LONG GRINDING, AFTER THE DRYING OF THE EARTH, THEN THERE IS A WEIGHT IN THIS EVERYWHERE TO BE NOTED, THAT IS LEST OVERMUCH DRYNESS OR SUPERFLUOUS HUMOUR CORRUPT IT IN ADMINISTERING. THAT IS, THAT YOU MAY DECOCT SO MUCH BY DRYING AS THE DISSOLUTION HAS ADDED TO IT, AND DISSOLVE IT BY IMBIBING AS MUCH AS BY DRYING IT IS LACKING. THEREFORE, POUR WATER OVER IT TEMPERATELY EVERY TIME AFTER THE CALCINATION, NEITHER TOO MUCH NOR TOO LITTLE, BECAUSE IF IT SHOULD BE MUCH, IT WOULD BE MADE THE SEA OF CALCINATION, AND IF TOO LITTLE THEN IT IS BURNT INTO ASHES OR DROSS. WHEREFORE, WORK YOUR EARTH GENTLY AND NOT OVER HASTILY, FROM 8 DAYS TO 8 DAYS, DECOCT IT IN DUNG AND CALCINE IT, UNTIL IT SHALL IMBIBE THE FIFTIETH PART OF THE WATER IN IT. AND KNOW THAT AFTER THE IMBIBING, IT MUST BE MOISTENED INWARDLY THE SPACE OF 7 DAYS, THEREFORE BEGIN THE WORK AGAIN MANY TIMES, ALTHOUGH IT BE LONG, BECAUSE YOU SHALL NOT SEE THE TINCTURE UNTIL IT BE ACCOMPLISHED. STUDY, THEREFORE, WHEN YOU SHALL BE IN EVERY WORK, TO RECORD ALL SIGNS WHICH APPEAR IN EVERY DECOCTION AND SEARCH OUT THE CAUSES OF THEM, AND BEAR THEM CONTINUALLY IN YOUR MIND. THERE ARE THREE COLOURS, BLACK WHITE, AND CITRINE, WHEN THE EARTH GOES FORTH THE BLACKNESS IS IMPERFECT. THEREFORE, EVERY TIME LITTLE BY LITTLE STRENGTHEN THE FIRE IN CALCINATION, UNTIL THE EARTH COME FORTH WHITE BY THE STRENGTH OF THE FIRE, FOR AS HEAT WORKING IN MOISTURE GIVES BLACKNESS, SO WORKING IN DRYNESS YIELDS WHITENESS, THEREFORE, IF THE EARTH BE NOT WHITE, GRIND IT WITH WATER AND AFTERWARDS CALCINE IT AGAIN, BECAUSE AZOTH AND FIRE WASH LATON, AND DO TAKE THE OBSCURITY FROM IT. FOR HIS PREPARATION IS ALWAYS MADE WITH WATER, THEREFORE, WHAT THE CLEAR WATER IS, SUCH IS THE CLEAR EARTH, AND HOW MUCH THE MORE THE EARTH SHALL BE WASHED, SO MUCH THE MORE-WHITE IT IS. THEREFORE, BY THE MANIFOLD REITERATION OF IMBIBING WITH STRONG GRINDING AND OFTEN DRYING OF THE WATERINESS OF MERCURY, THE GREATER PART IS CONSUMED, THAT IS OF THE WATERINESS, THE RESIDUE WHEREOF IS IN LIKE SORT REVIVED BY THE REITERATION OF SUBLIMATION. THESE WORDS ARNOLDUS USES IN HIS ROSARY, WORD FOR WORD. OF THE MANNER OF SUBLIMING AND MAKING WHITE, AND A RECAPITULATION OF THE WHOLE MAGISTERY: BUT WHEN THE EARTH SHALL DRAW OUT THE FIFTIETH PART OF IT FROM THE WATER, THEN SUBLIME IT PRESENTLY WITH AS STRONG WATER AS YOU CAN UNTIL IT ASCENDS UPWARD IN MANNER OF MOST WHITE POWDER. BUT WHEN YOU SHALL SEE THE EARTH LIKE PURE WHITE SNOW IN WHITENESS, AND AS DEAD POWDER TO STICK TO THE BRIMS AND SIDES, THEN REITERATE SUBLIMATION UPON IT AGAIN WITHOUT THE FAECES REMAINING BENEATH, BECAUSE, PART OF THAT BEING FIXED DOES STICK AND WOULD BE FIXED WITH THE FAECES, AND CAN NEVER BE SEPARATED FROM THEM BY ANY KIND OF POLICY. BUT THE POWDER ASCENDING UPWARDS FROM THE FAECES IS ASHES EXTRACTED FROM ASHES, AND EARTH SUBLIMED AND HONOURED, BUT THAT WHICH REMAINS BENEATH IS ASHES OF ASHES, AND THE LOWER ASHES IS TO BE CONDEMNED AND DISPOSED AS FAECES AND DROSS. MAKE, THEREFORE, A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CLEAR AND BRIGHT THEREOF, BECAUSE WHEN IT IS MOST WHITE AND ASCENDS LIKE SNOW THEN IT WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED. GATHER IT, THEREFORE, WARILY THAT IT, FLY NOT AWAY IN FUME, BECAUSE IT IS A GOOD THING TO BE SOUGHT FOR, A WHITE FOLIATED EARTH, CONGEALING THAT WHICH IS TO BE CONGEALED AND CLEANSING THAT WHICH IS TO BE CLEANSED, AND PURIFYING ARSENIC AND WHITE SULPHUR, OF WHICH ARISTOTLE SAYS THAT IT IS THE BEST THING THE ALCHEMISTS CAN TAKE, THAT OF IT THEY MAY MAKE SILVER. NO MAN OUGHT TO SUBLIME EARTH FOR THE WORKS OF SOPHISTERS BUT OUGHT TO SUBLIME IT FOR THE PERFECT ELIXIR, AND THOSE WHICH ARE SUBLIMED ARE SUBLIMED IN TWO MANNERS, OR BY THEMSELVES BECAUSE THEY ARE SPIRITS, OR WITH OTHERS BECAUSE THEY INCORPORATE IN THEMSELVES WITH THE SPIRITS. FOR MERCURY WHEN IT IS A SPIRIT IS SUBLIMED BY ITSELF, BUT OUR EARTH WHEN IT IS CALX IS NOT SUBLIMED UNLESS IT INCORPORATES ITSELF WITH MERCURY. CONVERT THEREFORE THE CALX AND IMBIBE MERCURY AND DECOCT IT UNTIL IT BE MADE ONE BODY AND LET IT NOT BE TEDIOUS TO THEE TO REITERATE IT OFTENTIMES BECAUSE THE BODY WILL NOT ASCEND UPWARD UNLESS IT BE INCORPORATED WITH MERCURY. THEREFORE IT IS NEEDFUL THAT YOU SUBTILATE ITS NATURE AS MUCH AS YOU CAN AND STRONGLY DECOCT IT WITH MERCURY UNTIL IT BE MADE ONE, BECAUSE WE MAKE NOT SUBLIMATION BUT THAT THE BODIES MAY BE BROUGHT TO A SUBTLE NATURE AND MATTER, THAT IS THAT THEY MAY BE SPIRITS AND THAT THE BODY MAY BE LIGHT, TO GOVERN IN EVERY THING, EITHER IN SOL OR LUNA, AND THIS SUBLIMATION WE MAKE IN ORDER THAT WE MAY BRING BODIES INTO THEIR FIRST NATURE AND MATTER, THAT IS INTO MERCURY AND SULPHUR. THEREFORE, WE MAKE THIS SUBLIMATION FOR THREE REASONS. FIRSTLY, THAT THE BODY MAY BE A SPIRIT OF A SUBTLE MATTER AND NATURE; SECONDLY, IS THAT MERCURY MAY INCORPORATE HIMSELF WITH THE CALX; AND THIRDLY, THAT THE WHOLE MAY TAKE THE WHITE AND RED COLOUR. THEREFORE, WHEN CALX IS SUBLIMED TO LUNA IT OUGHT TO BE WHITE AND MERCURY LIKEWISE WHITE, AND CALX WHEN IT IS SUBLIMED TO SOL OUGHT TO BE RED AND MERCURY OUGHT IN LIKE SORT TO BE RED, BEING MADE HOT WITH THE FIRE AND IT OUGHT TO BE AN INCERATED POWDER. PUT NOT THE RED MERCURY TO THE WHITE NOR THE WHITE UNTO THE RED, BUT PLACE EVERY FORM WITH HIS OWN FORM AND PUT IT TO THE FIRE BEING HINDLED AND SUBLIME THE WHOLE AND MINGLE NOT THAT WHICH REMAINS DOWN BELOW. AFTER YOU SHALL BEGIN AGAIN TO SUBLIME BY THE INCORPORATION OF MERCURY UNTIL THE WHOLE SHALL ASCEND, OTHERWISE DO NOT PUT IT INTO THE MAGISTERY. LET THE ALEMBIC WHEREIN YOU PUT THE MERCURY BE GLAZED AND LET THE CUCURBIT BE OF GLAZED EARTH, AND LET THE MOUTH OF THE BOTTOM BE LARGE THAT THE MERCURY MAY ASCEND UP MORE FREELY, BUT THE ALEMBIC MUST BE JOINED WITH THE CUCURBIT SO THAT THE MERCURY MAY NOT FLY FORTH OR EVAPORATE AWAY, LEST THE MAGISTERY PERISH. MULTIPLICATION: HERE THE WATER IS DIMINISHED, AND BEDEWETH THE EARTH WITH HIS MOISTURE. THE SEVENTY-NINTH CHAPTER OF THE THIRD BOOK OF GEBER: THE ADDITIONAL AMOUNT OF SULPHUR NOT BURNING PERFECTLY ADMINISTERED IS MADE FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE MEDICINE OF SOL WITH THE INDUSTRY OF SUBTILTY BY MEANS OF FIXING AND CALCINING AND BY THE MANIFOLD MEANS OF SOLUTION WITH MUCH REITERATION UNTIL IT BE MADE CLEAN. SURELY PERFECT ADMINISTRATION GOES BEFORE THESE THINGS WHICH IS AFFECTED BY SUBLIMATION AND IT IS OF THIS SORT, THAT IS THE MANNER OF ADDITAMENT BY REITERATION OF THE PART OF THE SUBLIMATION OF THE UNFIXED STONE, WITH THE POLICY OF CONJOINING UNTIL IT BE ELEVATED WITH IT AND AGAIN BE FIXED WITH IT THAT, IT STANDS. AND WHEN THE ORDER OF THE EXUBERANCE OF THIS ACCOMPLISHMENT IS REITERATED OFTENTIMES AND THE MEDICINE IS MULTIPLIED MORE, THE GOODNESS OF IT IS MORE AUGMENTED AND THE GREAT PERFECTION IS MULTIPLIED. AND WE TO AVOID THE TAUNTS OF THE IMPIOUS WILL DECLARE THE WHOLE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THIS MAGISTERY UNDER SHORT SPEECH ARE COMPLETED AND KNOWN. AND THE INTENTION THEREOF IS THAT THE STONE MAY BE MOST PERFECTLY CLEANSED BY MEANS OF THE SUBLIMATION, AND THE ADDITION OF IT. AND SURELY FROM HENCE, THAT WHICH IS VOLATILE MAY BE FIXED OF THEM BY THE MEANS OF POLICIES, BUT FROM HENCE THAT WHICH IS FIXED MAY BE MADE VOLATILE, AND AGAIN THE VOLATILE FIXED, AND IN THIS ORDER THE MOST PRECIOUS SECRET IS ACCOMPLISHED WHICH EXCEEDS ALL SECRETS OF SCIENCES OF THIS WORLD, AND IT IS AN INCOMPARABLE TREASURE, AND THEN BY GREAT DILIGENCE AND LABOUR, AND CONTINUANCE OF EARNEST MEDITATION THOU MAY BE RAISED UP INTO IT, FOR WITH THAT THOU SHALT FIND IT AND NOT WITHOUT IT AND BY DILIGENCE HE MAY FIND IN THE PREPARATION OF THE STONE, THAT IT WILL TRANSMUTE ARGENT VIVE INTO SOL AND LUNA INFINITELY MORE PURE AND PERFECT THAN NATURALLY THEY ARE. AND NOW BLESSED AND GLORIFIED BE THE GREAT GOD OF NATURES WHO HATH REVEALED UNTO US THE SERIES OF ALL MEDICINES WITH THE EXPERIENCES OF IT WHICH BY THE GOODNESS OF HIS INVESTIGATION AND BY THE INSTANCES OF OUR LABOUR WE HAVE GOTTEN AND WE HAVE SEEN IT WITH OUR EYES AND TOUCHED IT WITH OUR HANDS AND ALTHOUGH WE HAVE CONCEALED IT UNDER DARK SPEECHES. YET LET NOT THE CHILDREN OF LEARNING MARVEL AT IT, FOR WE HAVE NOT CONCEALED IT FROM THEM, BUT WE HAVE DELIVERED IT TO THE IMPROBATE AND THE WICKED UNDER SUCH DARK SPEECHES, FOR THAT IT IS NECESSARY SO TO DO, YET THE WISE AND VIRTUOUS MAY BY DILIGENCE ATTAIN UNTO IT. THEREFORE, YOU SONS OF LEARNING SEEK AFTER IT DILIGENTLY, FOR THIS MOST EXCELLENT GIFT OF GOD IS KEPT FOR YOU ONLY. YOU IGNORANT MEN AND SONS OF IMPIETY AND OF WICKEDNESS, FLY FROM THIS SCIENCE BECAUSE IT IS AN ENEMY UNTO YOU AND WILL BRING YOU INTO THE MISERABLE STATE OF PENURY, BECAUSE BY THE DIVINE JUDGEMENT AND PROVIDENCE THIS GIFT OF GOD IS UTTERLY HIDDEN FROM YOU, AND ALTOGETHER DENIED YOU. THUS, FOR THE WORDS OF GEBER. GEBER IN HIS FIRST BOOK AND 26TH CHAPTER: WE GRANT THEREFORE UNTO THEE ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF THE ANCIENT MEN WHICH WERE FOLLOWING THIS ART, THAT THE NATURAL PRINCIPLES OF THE WORK OF NATURE, ARE A STINKING SPIRIT, THAT IS SULPHUR, AND QUICK WATER, WHICH WE ALSO GRANT TO BE NAMED DRY WATER. BUT WE HAVE DIVIDED THE STINKING SPIRIT, FOR IT IS WHITE IN SECRET AND BOTH RED AND BLACK IN THE MAGISTERY OF THIS WORK, BUT IN MANIFEST BOTH OF THEM TEND TO BE RED. GEBER IN HIS SECOND BOOK CHAPTER 39: THE CONSIDERATION OF THINGS HELPING PERFECTION IS THE CONSIDERATION OF THE NATURES OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WE SEE STICKS TO BODIES WITHOUT WORKMANSHIP AND TO MAKE A MUTATION AS MARCHASITES, MAGNESIA, THUSIA, ANTIMONY AND THE LAPIS LAZULI, AND THE CONSIDERATION OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WITH STICKING OR CLEANING, CLEANSE THE BODIES SUCH AS SALT OR ALUM, SATPETER AND BORAX AND SUCH THINGS AS ARE OF ITS NATURE. AND WHAT IS THE CONSIDERATION OF VITRIFICATION, CLEANSING BY THE LIKE NATURE. THE CLEANSING OF MOST SHARP VINEGAR ACCORDING TO GEBER IN HIS BOOK OF THE INVESTIGATION OF THIS MAGISTERY: VINEGAR OF WHAT KIND SOEVER IT MAY BE MADE SUBTLE AND PURIFIED, AND HIS VIRTUE AND EFFECT BY DISTILLATION MAY BE BETTERED. WE HAVE SPOKEN SUFFICIENTLY OF THE CLEANSING AND PURIFYING THOSE THINGS WITH WHICH IMPERFECT BODIES MAY BE PREPARED AND PURIFIED AND BE MADE MORE-BETTER AND SUBTLE BY A DUE FIRE ALWAYS HELPING IT, FOR THEY ARE PREPARED AND PURGED BY THEM BY THE INTENTION OF THE FIRE IN THIS MANNER, FOR THESE IMPERFECT BODIES HAVE SUPERFLUOUS MOISTURES AND A BURNING SULPHURINESS AND A BLACKNESS INGENDERING IN THEM AND CORRUPTING THOSE AFORESAID BODIES. FOR THEY HAVE AN UNCLEAN EARTHINESS, STINKING AND COMBUSTIBLE, VERY GROSS AND HINDERING IMPRESSION AND MELTING. THESE AND SUCH LIKE THINGS ARE IN THESE FORESAID BODIES WHICH ARE TO BE FOUND IN THEM BY OUR EXPERIENCES AND POLITIC INVESTIGATIONS. AND BECAUSE THESE SUPERFLUOUS THINGS HAPPENED ACCIDENTALLY IN THESE BODIES AND NOT RADICALLY THEREFORE THE SPOILING OF THOSE ACCIDENTAL THINGS IS POSSIBLE, THEREFORE IT BEHOVES US TO TAKE AWAY ALL SUPERFLUOUS ACCIDENTS WITH ARTIFICIAL FIRE FROM THESE AFORESAID THINGS, THE SUBSTANCE ONLY ARGENT VIVE AND OF RADICAL SULPHUR REMAINING. AND THIS IS THE FULL PREPARATION OF THE IMPERFECT THINGS AND THE PERFECT DEPURATION CLEANSING, BETTERING AND SUBTILISATION OF THESE THINGS OR OF THIS PURE SUBSTANCE REMAINING IS DONE MANY WAYS, ACCORDING TO WHICH THE ELIXIR OF PREPARATION DOES WANT. THEREFORE, THIS IS THE MANNER OF DEPURATION IN GENERAL. FOR FIRST OF ALL THE SUPERFLUOUS MOISTURE IS TO BE ELEVATED WITH A PROPORTIONATE FIRE AND CORRUPT IN THE ESSENCE OF THEM AND ALSO THE SUBTLE AND BURNING SUPERFLUIDITY. AND THIS MUST BE DONE BY CALCINING, THEN ALL THE SUBSTANCES REMAINING CORRUPT IN THE CALX OF THE SUPERFLUOUS BURNING MOISTNESS AND BLACKNESS OF THEM, IS TO BE GNAWN AWAY WITH THOSE AFORESAID CLEAN SHARP OR BITTER CORROSIVES, UNTIL THE CALX SHALL BE WHITE OR RED OR COLOURED CLEAN ACCORDING TO THE BODY, THE NATURE AND PROPERTY, AND PURE FROM ALL SUPERFLUITY AND CORRUPTION. AND THESE THINGS ARE CLEANSED WITH THOSE CORROSIVES BY GRINDING, IMBIBING OR WASHING, BUT AFTERWARDS ALL THE UNCLEAN EARTHINESS IS TO BE TAKEN AWAY AND ALSO THE GROSS AND CORRUPTIBLE STINKINGNESS WITH THE AFORESAID THINGS CLEAN AND PURE NOR HAVING METALLIC FUSION OR MELTING PURIFIED WITH THE AFORESAID CALX IN THE AFORESAID MANNER, COMMIXED AND WELL GRINDED, WHICH IN THE MELTING OR REDUCTION OF THE CALX WILL RETAIN WITHIN THEMSELVES THE GROSS AND UNCLEAN EARTHLINESS, THE BODY REMAINING PURE AND CLEANSED FROM ALL CORRUPTING SUPERFLUOUSNESS. THE ORDERING OF THE SUBTILATION AND BETTERING OF THE PURE SUBSTANCE OF THOSE THINGS IN GENERAL IS THIS. FIRST, THIS PURGED AND REDACTED BODY IS AGAIN TO BE CALCINED WITH THE FIRE AND WITH THE HELP OF THE AFORESAID CLEANSING THINGS, AND THEN IS TO BE DISSOLVED WITH THESE THINGS WHICH ARE SOLUTIVES, FOR THIS WATER BEING OUR STONE IS ARGENT VIVE OF ARGENT VIVE AND SULPHUR OF SULPHUR, EXTRACTED, SUBTILATED AND ATTENUATED OF A SPIRITUAL BODY WHICH MAY BE BETTERED BY STRENGTHENING ELEMENTAL VIRTUES INTO IT WITH OTHER PREPARATIVES, WHICH ARE MADE OF THE KIND OF ITS KIND AND BY AUGMENTING ITS COLOUR, FIXION, WEIGHT, PURITY, FUSION AND ALL OTHER THINGS WHICH APPERTAIN TO PERFECT ELIXIR. AND THIS IS THE WAY FOUND OUT BY US ALONE, OF PREPARATION, DEPURATION, SUBTILISATION, AND MELIORATION OF MINERAL BODIES IN GENERAL. THE MULTIPLICATION OF THE ELIXIR IS MADE IN TWO WAYS. THE ONE IS DONE BY REITERATED SOLUTION AND COAGULATION OF THE STONE. THE SECOND BY PROJECTION OF THE FIRST STONE OF ELIXIR UPON THE BODY EITHER WHITE OR RED IN SUCH QUANTITY THAT THE SAME BODY MAY ALSO BE CONVERTED INTO THE MEDICINE AND LET THIS BE PUT TOGETHER TO DISSOLVE IN THEIR WATER AND MENSTRUUM, AND THUS THE FIRST ELIXIR IS FERMENT OF SUCH TINCTURE AND THUS THE WOMAN BAKERS DO. OF THE INCERATION OF THE WHITE ELIXIR: EXTRACT IT THEREFORE FROM HENCE FROM A CRYSTALLINE PLATE WHICH YOU SHALL FIND CLEAR IN THE BOTTOM AND FIRST GRIND IT AND CERATE IT WITH THE LAST INCERATION, BY DROPPING UPON IT DROP AFTER DROP IN A CRUCIBLE UPON A GENTLE FIRE OF HIS WHITE AIR UNTIL IT BE MELTED LIKE WAX WITHOUT FUME. THEN TRY IT UPON A FIERY PLATE. IF IT, RESOLVES ITSELF SPEEDILY LIKE WAX THEN IT IS CERATED, BUT IF NOT THEN TAKE AND CERATE IT AGAIN DROPS AFTER DROP OF HIS WHITE OIL, UNTIL IT BE MELTED LIKE WAX WITHOUT FUME. AND SURELY THIS IS THE PRECEPT OF ALL THE PHILOSOPHERS, THAT WHEN YOU FIX THE SUBLIMED PART INTO THE MOST-CLEAN PART OF THE EARTH, THAT THEN YOU WOULD REITERATE THE SUBLIMATION OF THE OTHER PART NOT FIXED, UPON THAT WHICH IS FIXED, UNTIL THAT ALSO BE FIXED. TRY THIS UPON THE FIRE AND IF IT, GIVE GOOD MELTING THEN YOU HAVE SUFFICIENTLY REITERATED THE SUBLIMATION, BUT IF NOT THEN REITERATE THE SUBLIMATION OF THE UNFIXED PART UPON THAT, UNTIL IT BE QUICKLY MELTED LIKE WAX WITHOUT FUME, THEN EXTRACT IT AND SUFFER IT TO COOL. AND NOW IN THE AFORESAID CHAPTER NOTE DILIGENTLY THE ZEALOUS INTENTION OF THE AUTHOR IN IT HOW OFTEN HE REITERATES THE MANNER OF INCERATION. IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENT TO HAVE REPEATED IT BUT ONCE, BUT BECAUSE HE MIGHT THE MORE STRONGLY AND DEEPLY IMPRINT IT INTO THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE READER, THEREFORE HE REPEATS IT SO OFTEN, BECAUSE IN IT THE WHOLE STRENGTH OF THE ELIXIR DEPENDS. CONSIDER ALSO THAT CERATION, FIXATION AND SUBLIMATION ARE ALL ONE AND THEIR ACTS ARE ALIKE, FOR BY INCERATION THE SPIRIT IS FIXED AND THE BODY IS SUBLIMED. ARNOLDUS IN THE PREVIOUS CHAPTER: KEEP THE WATER 7 TIMES DISTILLED BECAUSE IT IS THE SOLVATIVE MERCURY OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, MAKING MATRIMONY AND AQUA VITA WASHING LATON. AND AS YOU HAVE DONE WITH THE WHITE WATER SO SHALL YOU ALSO WITH THE RED WATER BECAUSE THEY HAVE ONE AND THE SAME MANNER OF WASHING AND A LIKE EFFECT, BUT THAT ONLY WHITE WATER IS TO MAKE WHITE AND RED WATER IS TO MAKE RED. THEREFORE, MINGLE NOT THE ONE WITH THE OTHER BECAUSE YOU SHALL ERR IN SO DOING. ARNOLDUS IN ANOTHER CHAPTER: BUT IF IT MELTS MORE HARDLY, WHICH IS THE DEFECT OF CERATION, THEN HELP IT WITH OIL, THAT IS WITH AIR BY DROPPING DROP TO DROP UPON A LIGHT FIRE, UNTIL IT MELTS LIKE WAX, AND WHEN YOU INCERATE IT THEN MINGLES MORE OF THE HOT AND MOIST THING THAN OF THE COLD AND DRY. AND WHEN YOU FIX IT THEN MINGLE MORE OF THE COLD AND DRY THINGS THAN OF THE HOT AND MOIST. THEREFORE, UNDERSTAND WHAT I SPEAK BECAUSE THE PERMUTATION OF NATURE IS THE PERFECTION OF THIS WORK. NOTE OF THE AFORESAID THINGS, THAT WATER, AIR AND OIL ARE ALL ONE, THAT IS SPIRIT OF MINERAL MERCURY. ARNOLDUS IN ANOTHER CHAPTER: THE PRINCIPAL MANNERS OF THE REGIMEN ARE FOUR. THAT IS TO DISSOLVE, TO WASH, TO REDUCE, AND TO FIX. TO DISSOLVE THE GROSS INTO SIMPLE AND TO MAKE IT SUBTLE, TO WASH THE OBSCURE INTO BRIGHT, TO REDUCE THE MOIST INTO DRY, TO FIX THE VOLATILE UPON A FIXED BODY. TO DISSOLVE IS TO DIVIDE BODIES AND TO MAKE THE MATTER OR FIRST NATURE. TO WASH IS TO INHUMATE, TO DISTIL AND TO CALCINE. TO REDUCE IS TO IMPREGNATE, TO INCERATE AND TO IMPREGNATE, AND TO SUBTILATE. TO FIX IS TO RESOLVE, CONJOIN AND TO COAGULATE. BY THE FIRST THE NATURE IS CHANGED INWARDLY, BY THE SECOND OUTWARDLY, BY THE THIRD HIGHEST, AND BY THE FOURTH LOWEST. REVIVING: HERE THE SOUL DESCENDETH GLORIOUSLY FROM HEAVEN, AND RAISETH UP THE DAUGHTER OF PHILOSOPHY. GEBER IN HIS THIRD BOOK AND 19TH CHAPTER: BECAUSE WE HAVE FULLY ENTREATED OF THE KNOWN EXPERIENCES OF THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE CAUSES OF THIS MAGISTERY, ACCORDING TO THE EXIGENCY OF SPEECH CONCERNING OUR PURPOSE, NOW IT REMAINS FOR US TO COME IN ONE LITTLE CHAPTER TO THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE WHOLE DIVINE WORK AND TO DRAW THE DISPERSED MAGISTERY INTO A BREVITY OF SPEECH. WE SAY THEREFORE BECAUSE THERE IS NO BRIEF INTENTION OF THE WHOLE WORK BUT THAT THE KNOWN STONE MAY BE TAKEN, AND THEN WITH THE INSTANCES OF THE WORK THE SUBLIMATION TO BE CONTINUED UPON IT, AND BY THIS IT IS CLEANSED FROM THE CORRUPTING IMPURITY AND IT IS THE PERFECTION OF SUBLIMATION AND WITH IT THE STONE IS TO BE MADE SUBTLE UNTIL IT COME INTO THE LAST PURITY OF SUBTLENESS, AND LASTLY BE MADE VOLATILE. BUT FROM HENCE LET IT BE FIXED WITH THE MANNERS OF FIXING, UNTIL IT, WAX QUIET IN THE SHARPNESS OF THE FIRE AND HERE CONSISTS THE SECOND DEGREE OF PREPARATION. AND IN THE THIRD DEGREE THE STONE IS ADMINISTERED IN LIKE SORT WHICH CONSISTS IN THE LAST ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE PREPARATION, THAT IS TO SAY THAT YOU MAKE THE STONE WHICH IS NOW FIXED WITH THE MEANS OF SUBLIMATION, TO BE VOLATILE, AND THAT WHICH IS VOLATILE TO BE FIXED, AND THE FIXED DISSOLVED, AND THE DISSOLVED TO BE AGAIN VOLATILE, AND AGAIN TO MAKE THE VOLATILE FIXED UNTIL IT MELT AND ALTER IN THE SURE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF SOL AND LUNA. THEREFORE, THE MULTIPLICATION OF THE GOODNESS OF ALTERATION REJOICES AT THE REITERATION OF PREPARATION OF THE THIRD DEGREE IN THE MEDICINE. THEREFORE, OF THE DIVERSITY OF THE REITERATION OF THE WORK UPON THE STONE IN HIS DEGREES, THE DIVERSITY OF THE MULTIPLICATION OF THE GOODNESS OF ALTERATION REJOICES, THAT OF THE MEDICINES SOME OF THEM TRANSMUTE SEVENFOLD, SOME TENFOLD, SOME A HUNDRED-FOLD AND SOME A THOUSAND-FOLD, YEA, AND SOME TRANSMUTE INFINITELY INTO THE TRUE AND PERFECT BODIES OF SOL AND LUNA. FROM HENCE, THEREFORE, AND LASTLY, LET IT BE TRIED WHETHER THE MAGISTERY CONSISTS IN PERFECTION. THEREFORE LET HIM ATTEND WHO DESIRES TO KNOW THE PROPERTIES OF THE ACTION, OR THE MANNER OF THE COMPOSITION OF THE GREATER ELIXIR, FOR WE SPEAK TO MAKE ONE SUBSTANCE YET GATHERED OUT OF MANY UNITED TOGETHER AND FIXED, WHICH BEING PUT UPON THE FIRE, THE FIRE MAY NOT ALTER IT, AND BEING MINGLED WITH MELTED THINGS IT MAY MELT WITH THEM, IT MAY BE MINGLED WITH THAT WHICH IS OF AN INGROSSABLE SUBSTANCE IN IT AND WITH THAT WHICH IS OF A MINGLING SUBSTANCE, AND IS HARDENED WITH THAT WHICH IS OF AN HARD SUBSTANCE AND FIXED WITH THAT WHICH IS OF AN FIXING SUBSTANCE, AND IT IS NOT BURNT OF THESE THINGS THAT BURN GOLD OR SILVER, AND BRINGS TO THE CONSOLIDATION WITH A DUE AND PERFECT FIERYNESS. YET YOU MAY NOT UNDERSTAND IT SO FAR IN A SHORT TIME, WHEN IN A FOUR DAYS OR HOURS IT MAY BE RESTORED AT THE FIRST TURN, BUT THAT IN RESPECT OF THE MODERN PHYSICIANS AND IN RESPECT ALSO OF THE TRUTH OF THE OPERATION OF NATURE, BUT THIS IS SOONER ENDED. FROM WHENCE THE PHILOSOPHER HAS SAID, "A MEDICINE IS THAT WHICH IN THE LONG SPACE OF TIME HAS BEEN ANTICIPATED," WHEREFORE I TELL YOU THAT YOU LABOUR PATIENTLY BECAUSE IT IS A NECESSITY SO TO DO, AND SURELY HASTINESS IS PARTLY OF THE DEVIL. THEREFORE, HE WHO HAS NO PATIENCE, LET HIM REFRAIN HIS HANDS FROM THE WORK, BECAUSE UNBELIEF HINDERS HIM BY REASON OF HIS HASTINESS. FOR EVERY ACTION NATURALLY HAS ITS MEAN AND DETERMINED TIME, IN WHICH SPACE MORE OR LESS IT IS DETERMINED. THERE ARE THREE THINGS NECESSARY FOR THIS ART, THAT IS PATIENCE, DELAY AND APTNESS OF INSTRUMENTS, OF WHICH WE HAVE SPOKEN IN DIVERSE CHAPTERS IN THE SUM OF THIS PERFECT MAGISTERY, IN WHICH WE CONCLUDE WITH MANIFEST AND OPEN PROOF, THAT OUR STONE IS NOTHING ELSE BUT A STINKING SPIRIT AND A LIVING WATER WHICH WE ALSO NAME DRY WATER, AND CLEANSED BY NATURAL PROPORTION AND UNITED WITH SUCH UNION, THAT IT CANNOT BE SEPARATED FROM IT. TO WHICH THE THIRD OUGHT TO BE ADDED, TO ABBREVIATE THE WORK THIS PERFECT BODY IS ATTENUATED. THEREFORE, FROM THE PREMISES, THE THINGS ARE MANIFEST, IN WHICH THE TRUTH CONSISTS AND BY WHICH THE WORK ITSELF IS AFFECTED. OF THE COAGULATION AND PREPARATION OF THE FIRST STONE AND THE SUBLIMATION OF IT: HERE FOLLOWS, CERTAIN MORE NOTABLE THINGS COLLECTED OUT OF A LITTLE BOOK OF ONE CALLED ADEMARUS UPON GEBER THE KING OF THE PERSIANS, AND IN THE FOURTH CHAPTER WHERE HE SAYS - AS MUCH AS THE STONE IS CLEANSED BY SUBLIMATION AND BY ITS BURNING TAKEN AWAY BY THE EXTRACTION OF THE OIL FROM IT, AND HIS FLIGHT IS DESTROYED BY THE FIXING OF IT, YET NEVERTHELESS IT IS NEITHER MELTED, ENTERED INTO, NOR MINGLED, BUT IT IS VITRIFIED, AS IT IS IN THE SEVENTH CHAPTER OF GEBER. YEA, RATHER IT OUGHT TO BE DISSOLVED IN THE SHARPNESS OF WATERS AND BE CALCINED MANY TIMES AS IT IS HAD IN THE SIXTY SEVENTH CHAPTER OF GEBER. GEBER IN HIS SIXTH CHAPTER SAYS THAT BY THE MANIFOLD REITERATION OF IMBIBING AND WITH LIGHT GRINDING AND DRYING THE WATERINESS OF IT, THE GREATER PART IS BLOTTED OUT. THIS IS THEREFORE THE SUBLIMATION OF THE FIRST DEGREE, BY WHICH THE WATERINESS OF MERCURY IS CONSUMED AFTERWARDS IN A VESSEL BODY WHICH IS DESCRIBED IN THE TWENTY EIGHTH CHAPTER, THAT WHOLE SUBSTANCE MUST BE SPRINKLED IN THE BOTTOM OF IT AND THEN LET THE FIRE BE INCREASED AS IT IS SAID IN THE THIRD CHAPTER ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF IT, UNTIL PART OF IT EXCELLING PURE IN WHITENESS THE WHITE SNOW, STICKS TO THE BRIMS OF THE BODY, HIS WHITENESS BEING AS IT WERE DEAD. AND THIS IS OUR SUBLIMATION BY WHICH THE EARTHLY STINKINGNESS AND THE PARTS OF SULPHUR WITH THE FAECES REMAIN AT THE BOTTOM, AND IN IT ITS NATURE IS PURIFIED, AND FROM HENCE LET IT BE FIXED WITH THE MANNER OF FIXING, THAT IS FERMENTED, AND THEN LET IT BE SET IN DUNG. IT FOLLOWS UNTIL IT WAX QUIET IN THE SHARPNESS OF THE FIRE, AND THIS IS CALLED THE SECOND DEGREE OF PREPARATION THAT IS OF SUBLIMATION, BUT IF IT BE DEMANDED HOW MERCURY MAY BE SUBTILATED WHEN IN ACT IT HATH A MOST SUBTLE SUBSTANCE (AS IS SAID IN THE THIRTY NINTH AND SEVENTY THIRD CHAPTERS), WHERE IT IS SAID THAT IT SHOULD BE CLEANSED AND SUBTILATED BY THE MANNER OF SUBLIMATION OR SUBTILATION THAT IS WITH SUBLIMATION OF THE FIRST DEGREE. THEREFORE, LASTLY LET IT STAND VOLATILE, THAT IS LET IT BE SUBLIMED WITH FIRING, SO THAT IT MAY ASCEND FROM THE FAECES AS CLEAR AS CRYSTAL TO THE BRIMS OF THE VESSEL. GEBER SAYS "MAKE WHITE LATON, THAT IS EARTH, AND LAY UP THE BOOKS, THAT YOUR HEARTS MAY NOT BE BROKEN". AND IN ANOTHER PLACE: "FIRE AND WATER DO WASH LATON, AND WIPE AWAY THE BLACKNESS OF IT". IT FOLLOWS THEREFORE THAT WHICH IS SUBLIMED IN THE VESSEL ALUDEL, REITERATE IT ONE TIME, THAT IS FIX IT BY SUBLIMING, AS HE SAYS IN HIS SIXTY-SECOND CHAPTER, BECAUSE A SOFT FIRE AS IT IS SAID IN THE SAME PLACE IS A PRESERVER OF THE MOISTNESS AND A PERFECTER OF THE FUSION. LIKEWISE, IT IS SAID IN THE THIRTIETH CHAPTER THAT ARGENT VIVE OUGHT FIRST TO BE SUBLIMED AND AFTERWARDS TO BE FIXED. LIKEWISE, IT IS SAID IN THE TWENTY-EIGHTH CHAPTER THAT MERCURY IS FIXED BY HIS SUCCESSIVE SUBLIMATION, SO THAT IT MAY GIVE METALLIC FUSION OR MELTING. YOU SHALL FIND THIS SELF-SAME THING OFTENTIMES IN HIS SAYINGS. ALL THESE AFORESAID THINGS OUGHT TO BE UNDERSTOOD OF THE PREPARATION OF THE FIRST STONE AND THE WHITENING OF IT, BEFORE THE PUTTING OF IT IN DUNG BECAUSE IT MUST BE SO OFTEN INCERATED WITH SHARP WATERS AND BE DISSOLVED AND COAGULATED UPON ASHES, UNTIL IT, WAX TO SOFT AND WHITE AND IN THE END FLOW LIKE BRIGHT LUNA. FOR THIS IS THE SUBLIMATION OF IT, THAT IS INTO A HIGHER DIGNITY AND VIRTUE, AND THIS IS HIS TRUE PURIFICATION. IT FOLLOWS IN THE SEVENTH CHAPTER, BUT I COUNSEL THEE THAT THOU BEGIN THIS WORK WITH IMPERFECT STONES FOR THIS HATH BEEN OF THE PRINCIPAL AND HIDDEN UNDERSTANDING OF THAT GEBER. SO, YOU HAVE IN THE SEVENTEENTH CHAPTER THAT THE NATURE OF MERCURY IS SO IN BODIES AS IT IS IN MERCURY, YES IN MERCURY, YEA RATHER IT IS MOST PERFECT IN KNOWN STONES. LIKEWISE, IT IS SAID IN THE THIRD CHAPTER THAT THE NATURE OF MORTIFIED MERCURY IS IN MARCASITE AND MEANLY PREPARED WHICH IS OF MORE FORCE. THAT PHILOSOPHER IN HIS WORKS, ONLY MEANS THE NATURE OF MERCURY, BUT THE WHOLE NATURE OF SOL IS OF MERCURY AS IT IS SAID IN THE EIGHTH CHAPTER. LIKEWISE, THAT PHILOSOPHER WILL HAVE THAT SUBSTANCE OF MERCURY MORTIFIED, BUT NATURALLY THE MERCURY OF IT IS IN THAT HONOURABLE STONE, AS IT IS MANIFEST TO ALL MEN. LIKEWISE, THAT PHILOSOPHER WILL HAVE THAT SUBSTANCE OF MERCURY FIXED AS IT IS MANIFEST BECAUSE HE TEACHES THE POLICIES OF FIXING WITH WARINESS AND WARNINGS BUT WHO WOULD DOUBT THE SUBSTANCE OF THAT MOST PRECIOUS STONE TO BE FIXABLE, SURELY NO MAN THAT KNOWS IT. LIKEWISE, THE PHILOSOPHER WILL HAVE HIS STONE TO BE FIXED WITH THE HEAT OF THE FIRE, THAT THE MOISTNESS OF IT MAY BE PRESERVED, BUT WHERE IS THERE A MORE TEMPERATE HEAT THAN IN THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH. LIKEWISE, THE PHILOSOPHER WILL HAVE HIS STONE TO BE MELTED, THEREFORE IT IS MANIFEST THAT THE STONE IS MASTER OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, AS IF HE SHOULD SAY THAT HE DOES THAT EVEN NATURALLY BY HIMSELF WHICH HE IS HELD TO DO, AND SO THE PHILOSOPHER IS NOT MASTER OF THE STONE BUT RATHER ITS MINISTER. THEREFORE, HE SEEKS BY ART BEYOND NATURE, BY ARTIFICE TO INDUCE SOME MATTER INTO THE THING WHICH IS NOT NATURALLY IN IT, DOES ERR GREATLY AND SHALL BEWAIL HIS ERROR. SOL IS THE BEGINNING FOR THE RED WORK, AND LUNA FOR THE WHITE WORK, BEING PURGED FROM ITS BURNING AND COMBUSTIBLE SULPHUR. BUT THAT THERE IS IN IT SUCH A SUBSTANCE, YOU HAVE IN THE FORTY-SEVENTH CHAPTER, AND THAT LUNA IS THE STONE FOR THE WHITE WORK, YOU HAVE IN THE EIGHTEENTH CHAPTER. TAKE THEREFORE THIS MOST PRECIOUS STONE, HAVING BODY, SOUL AND SPIRIT, AND CALCINE IT WITH ITS MOISTURE, OR WITH MERCURY, SO THAT IT MAY NOT BE TOUCHED IN IT. BUT THE STONE IS ADMINISTERED EVEN IN THE THIRD DEGREE WHICH CONSISTS IN THE LAST ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE PREPARATION, AND IT IS THAT THOU MAKE THE STONE, WHICH IS NOW FIXED BY MEANS OF SUBLIMATION, TO BE VOLATILE, AND SUBLIME IT WITH THE SPIRITS NOT FIXED. THE FIXED TO BE SUBLIMED IS NOTHING ELSE THAN FOR THE BODY TO BE CONVERTED INTO A SPIRIT WHICH SECRET IS THUS EXTRACTED OUT OF THE SAYINGS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, FOR IT IS HAD IN THE THIRTY-SEVENTH CHAPTER THAT THE SPIRIT IS NOT MINGLED TO THE BODY, THAT IS TO THE FIXED SUBSTANCE, WHATSOEVER IT BE, UNLESS THE STONE BE FIRST DISSOLVED, AND COAGULATED WITH THE MAGISTERY, BUT IF YOU DEMAND HOW THE STONE MAY BE DISSOLVED, WE MUST SAY THAT IT IS DONE WITH STRONG WATERS HAVING BRINY BITTERNESS AND SHARPNESS, BEING WITHOUT FAECES, AS THE VINEGAR OF WINE IS. BUT IF YOU DEMAND WHY THE STONE SHOULD BE DISSOLVED, WE MUST SAY AS IS SAID IN THE THIRTY-SEVENTH CHAPTER, THAT EVERYTHING THAT IS DISSOLVED GETTETH THE NATURE OF SALTS AND ALUMS, BECAUSE SALTS ONLY ARE FIRST MELTED BEFORE THEY ARE VITRIFIED, AND LIKEWISE ACCORDING TO THEIR NATURE THOSE SALTS ONLY ARE DISSOLVED. IF THEREFORE OUR STONE BE DISSOLVED THEN IT GETS THE NATURE OF SALTS, BUT THAT WHICH IS MELTED IS INGREDIATED, AND WHATSOEVER DOES ENTER INTO, THE SAME ALSO TRANSMUTETH. IT IS SAID IN THE FIFTY-SEVENTH CHAPTER THAT BODIES ARE SUBLIMED BY THE MOST EXCELLENT DEGREE OF THE FIRE UNTIL THE FIXED BE WHOLLY LIFTED UP WITH THE UNFIXED AS IT IS IN THE TWELFTH CHAPTER, BUT IF THE WHOLE OF IT BE NOT SUBLIMED, THEN ADD A QUANTITY OF THE UNFIXED PART TO IT, UNTIL IT, SUFFICES FOR THE TOTAL ELEVATION. BY MOST STRONG FIRE, UNDERSTAND THE FIRE OF PUTREFACTION, AND OF OUR MERCURY, BY THE WHICH ONLY THE BODY IS ELEVATED, THAT IS, CONVERTED INTO A SPIRIT. THEREFORE, WHEN IT SHALL BE LIFTED UP, REITERATE HIS SUBLIMATION UNTIL THE WHOLE BE FIXED BY THE ADMINISTRATION OF REITERATION. AND MAKE THE FIXED DISSOLVED, THAT IS, PUT IT TO VINEGAR AS BEFORE, BY REITERATING ALL FOUR TIMES AS IT HATH SUFFICIENTLY BEEN DECLARED, AND MAKE THE DISSOLVED VOLATILE AS IF HE SHOULD SAY THAT BY SOLUTION THE STONE IS MADE VOLATILE AND AGAIN MAKE THE VOLATILE FIXED. HE USETH THESE WORDS IN HIS FIFTY-SEVENTH CHAPTER, AS LONG AS IT YIELDETH FUSION AND MELTETH, AND IN THE TENTH CHAPTER "IS THIS THE WORK FOR THE WHITE OR FOR THE RED?" ADAMARUS ANSWERS FOR BOTH, FOR SO IT IS WRITTEN IN THE SIXTY-SIXTH CHAPTER, THAT THE LUNARY AND SOLARY STONE ARE ALL IN ONE ESSENCE, BECAUSE EACH OF THEM IS AFFECTED BY MEANS OF MERCURY ONLY. THERE IS ALSO ONE WAY IN MANNER OF DOING IT, BECAUSE IT IS DONE BY THE SAME OPERATIONS AND WITH THE SAME ORDER, THEREFORE IT IS ONE MEDICINE ACCORDING TO ALL PHILOSOPHERS, YET THEY DIFFER IN FERMENTATION.
ROSARIUM PHILOSOPHORUM (PART 5)
THE DEMONSTRATION OF PERFECTION
THE RIDDLE OF THE KING:
HERE IS BORN THE KING OF ALL GLORY 
THERE CANNOT BE ANY CREATED
GREATER IN THE WORLD THAN HE
NEITHER BY ART NOR NATURE
OF WHAT LIVING CREATURE SOEVER
THE PHILOSOPHERS CALL HIM THEIR SON
HE EFFECTETH ALL THINGS WHICH THEY DO
AND WHATSOEVER MEN EXPECT OF HIM
HE GIVETH CONTINUAL HEALTH
GOLD, SILVER AND PRECIOUS STONES
HE GIVETH FORTITUDE, LONG LIFE, BEAUTY
AND PURITY. HE EXPELLETH ANGER,
SORROW, POVERTY AND DISEASES
BLESSED IS HE ON WHOM GOD BESTOWS THIS GIFT.
THE ANSWER OF LUNA THE QUEEN:
HERE IS BORN A NOBLE AND A RICH QUEEN
WHOM THE PHILOSOPHERS LIKEN UNTO THEIR DAUGHTER
SHE MULTIPLIES AND BRINGS FORTH INFINITE CHILDREN
FREE FROM ALL HURT IMPURITY AND SPOT
SHE EXPELLS DEATH AND HATES POVERTY
SHE GIVES WEALTH, HEALTH, HONOUR
AND ALL GOOD THINGS
SHE EXCELLS GOLD, SILVER AND PRECIOUS STONES
AND ALL MEDICINES BOTH PRECIOUS AND SIMPLE
THERE IS NOTHING ON THE WHOLE FACE OF THE EARTH
THAT MAY BE COMPARED UNTO HER
FOR WHICH GIVE ENDLESS THANKS TO THE GREAT GOD OF HEAVEN.
GEBER: WE ARE CERTAIN BY OUR INVESTIGATION AND WE HAVE CONSIDERED BY MANIFEST EXPERIENCES THAT ALL THESE WORDS ARE TRUE WHICH HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY US ONLY IN OUR VOLUMES, AND SECONDLY WE HAVE SEEN THOSE THINGS BY TRIAL AND REASON WHICH WE HAVE BROUGHT INTO THOSE VOLUMES, BUT WE HAVE WRITTEN THOSE THINGS IN THE SUM OF THE PERFECTION OF OUR MAGISTERY, WHICH WE BY OUR EXPERIENCES HAVE EXTRACTED WITH OUR FINGERS, SEEN WITH OUR EYES AND FELT WITH OUR HANDS, THEREFORE LET THE WISE ARTIFICER STUDY IN OUR VOLUMES BY GATHERING TOGETHER OUR DISPERSED INTENTION WHICH WE HAVE SET DOWN IN DIVERS PLACES WITH THE INTENT THAT IT SHOULD NOT BE MADE COMMON TO THE WICKED AND IGNORANT. AND LET HIM PROVE THAT WHICH HE COLLECTS BY STUDYING AND EXPERIMENTING WITH POLITIC INSTANCE OF LABOUR UNTIL HE ATTAINS TO THE FULL KNOWLEDGE. THEREFORE, LET THE ARTIFICER EXERCISE HIMSELF AND HE SHALL FIND. BUT WE, TO THE INTENT WE MAY AVOID THE SLANDERS OF THE ENVIOUS, WILL DECLARE IT, BECAUSE WE HAVE NOT DELIVERED OUR SCIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE BY THE CONTINUANCE OF SPEECH, BUT WE HAVE SPRINKLED IT IN DIVERSE LITTLE CHAPTERS AND TO THIS INTENT, BECAUSE IF IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN DELIVERED IN CONTINUANCE OF SPEECH, THE IMPROBATE AS WELL AS THE HONEST WOULD UNWORTHILY HAVE USURPED IT. AND FOR THIS CAUSE, WHERE WE HAVE SPOKEN MOST PLAINLY THERE, WE HAVE MOST OF ALL CONCEALED AND HIDDEN IT, YET NOT UNDER RIDDLES AND DARK QUESTIONS, BUT WE HAVE SPOKEN UNTO THE ARTIFICER UNDER PLAIN ORDER OF SPEECH AND HAVE DELIVERED IT IN THE ORDER OF TALK. LET NOT, THEREFORE, THE SON OF LEARNING DESPAIR, BECAUSE IF HE SEEK IT HE SHALL FIND IT, BECAUSE HE THAT SHALL SEEK IT BY THE GOODNESS OF HIS OWN INDUSTRY SHALL FIND OUT THE SCIENCE, BUT HE THAT SHALL SEEK IT BY THE FOLLOWING OF BOOKS SHALL VERY SLOWLY ATTAIN TO THIS MOST PRECIOUS ART, BECAUSE WE HAVE DECLARED THIS ART ONLY TO OURSELVES AND TO NO OTHER, BEING FOUND OUT BY OURSELVES ONLY THAT MOST TRUE AND ALTOGETHER CERTAIN, SINCE WE HAVE EXPOUNDED UNTO THEM THE WAY OF INVESTIGATION DELIVERED UNTO US, BUT WE HAVE WRITTEN THAT WHICH IS FOUND TO NONE BUT TO OURSELVES ONLY, BUT THE MANNER OF SEARCHING AND POLICY OF MEANS. THEREFORE, LET THE WORKMAN THAT IS OF A GOOD MIND EXERCISE HIMSELF BY THESE THINGS WHICH WE HAVE DELIVERED AND HE SHALL REJOICE THAT HE HATH FOUND OUT THE GIFT OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]. THEREFORE, LET THESE WORDS SUFFICE FOR THE FULL SEARCHING OUT OF THIS MOST EXCELLENT ART. SO FAR, THE WORDS OF GEBER. GEBER IN HIS SUMMARY IN THE SIXTEENTH CHAPTER OF NATURAL PRINCIPLES: SAYS THUS, FOR WE MUST NOTE THAT AFTER THE STONE SHALL BE PURIFIED AND PERFECTLY CLEANSED FROM EVERYTHING CORRUPTING IT, AND AFTER IT SHALL BE FERMENTED, YOU SHALL NOT NEED ANY MORE TO CHANGE YOUR VESSEL, NOR TO OPEN IT, BUT ONLY TO PRAY THAT GOD MAY PRESERVE IT FROM BREAKING, AND FOR THIS CAUSE THE PHILOSOPHER SAID, THAT IN ONE VESSEL THE WHOLE MAGISTERY IS EFFECTED. AND YOU MUST KNOW THAT IN FORTY DAYS AND NIGHTS THE WORK IS ACCOMPLISHED FOR WHITE AFTER THE TRUE PURIFICATION OF THE STONE, BECAUSE IN THE PREPARATION THERE CAN BE NO DETERMINED TIME UNLESS THE ARTIFICER LABOUR WELL, AND IN NINETY DAYS AND NIGHTS THE WORK IS ACCOMPLISHED FOR THE RED. AND THESE ARE THE TRUE TIMES FOR THE FULL PERFECTION. UNDERSTAND THIS CONCERNING COAGULATION WHICH IS DONE AFTER PURIFICATION, WHICH PURIFICATION HATH NOTHING ELSE TO BE DONE BUT IN THE PUTREFACTION AND CONVERSION OF THE BODY INTO A MERE SPIRIT, AND WHEN THOU SHALT HAVE THIS, PRAISE GOD. SENIOR: I AM LUNA, INCREASING MOIST AND COLD, AND THOU ART SOL, HOT AND MOIST (OTHERWISE DRY). WHEN WE SHALL BE COUPLED IN EQUITY OF STATE IN A MANSION WHICH IS NOT MADE OTHERWISE BUT WITH LIGHT FIRE, HAVING WITH ITSELF GREAT HEAT IN WHICH WE SHALL BE EMPTIED, AND WE SHALL BE AS A WOMAN THAT WANTS THE FRUIT OF HER INCREASE, AND SOL AND MYSELF WHEN WE SHALL BE CONJOINED WE SHALL BE EMPTIED IN THE BELLY OF THE HOUSE BEING SHUT, I WILL BY FLATTERY TAKE THY SOUL FROM THEE, IF THOU TAKE AWAY MY BEAUTY AND COMELY SHAPE, WE SHALL REJOICE AND SHALL BE EXALTED BY THE REJOICING OF THE SPIRIT WHEN WE SHALL ASCEND THE ORDER OF THE AGED, THEN THE LIGHT OF THY LIGHT SHALL BE POURED INTO MY LIGHT, AND OF THEE AND ME THERE IS A COMMIXTION MADE OF WINE AND SWEET WATER, AND I FORBID MY MELTING AFTER THOU SHALT HAVE PUT ON BLACKNESS WITH MY COLOUR, WHICH IS LIKE INK AFTER MY SOLUTION AND COAGULATION. WHEN WE SHALL ENTER INTO THE HOUSE OF LOVE, MY BODY SHALL BE COAGULATED AND I SHALL BE IN MY EMPTINESS. SOL ANSWERS SAYING: IF THOU DO THIS AND WILT NOT HURT ME, 0 LUNA, MY BODY SHALL BE CHANGED AND AFTERWARDS I WILL GIVE UNTO THEE A NEW VIRTUE OF PENETRATING BY WHICH THOU SHALT BE MIGHTY IN THE VIRTUE OF THE FIRE OF LIQUEFACTION AND PURGING, OUT OF WHICH THOU SHALT GO FORTH WITHOUT ANY DIMINISHING OR BLACKNESS, AS COPPER AND LEAD, AND THOU SHALT NOT BE RESISTED, WHEN AS THOU ART NOT WEAK. THESE ARE THE WORDS OF ADAMALUS. RAYMUND LULLY IN HIS EPISTLE TO RUPERT, KING OF FRANCE: YOU MUST KNOW THAT THERE IS A CERTAIN OIL OF A GOLDEN COLOUR EXTRACTED OUT OF THE LEAD OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, WITH WHICH, IF YOU SHALL SUBLIME A MINERAL STONE, A VEGETABLE OR AN ANIMAL, AFTER THE FIRST FIXTION THREE OR FOUR TIMES, IT WILL EXCUSE YOU FROM ALL LABOUR OF SOLUTIONS AND COAGULATIONS. THE REASON IS BECAUSE THIS IS HIDDEN WHICH MAKES THE MEDICINE PENETRABLE, FRIENDLY AND CONJOINABLE WITH ALL, AND IT WILL AUGMENT THE EFFECT THEREOF BEYOND MEASURE, SO THAT IN THE WORLD THERE IS NOT A MORE SECRET THING. WHEREFORE I SPEAK THINGS WHICH ARE MIRACULOUS, WHICH SEEMED TO BE INCREDIBLE TO ALL THE ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS, THAT IS, THAT THOU SHALT KNOW WELL TO SEPARATE THIS OIL FROM THE WATERINESS AND THOU SHALT LABOUR IN THE MANNER OF THE MIXTION OF THEM, AND THOU SHALT BE ABLE TO MAKE THE STONE IN 30 DAYS, BUT THIS IS NOT NECESSARY BY ITSELF BECAUSE THE SOLUTIONS AND COAGULATIONS OF IT (AS HATH BEEN SAID) ARE QUICKLY MADE AND DONE. BUT IF THE SUBLIMATION OF IT SHOULD BE MADE, I BELIEVE THE TINCTURE OF THE STONE WOULD BE MUCH ENLARGED. OUT OF THESE THINGS THEREFORE CHOOSE YOUR PURPOSE. THE REASON OF GALEN WHEREUPON IXIR OR ELIXIR IS MADE AND HE SAYS THAT DIVERSE TEACHERS PUT DIVERSE MEDICINES. SOME SAY THAT IXIR IS OF THE MINERALS OF MOUNTAINS, SOME SAY OF HERBS, SOME OF BEASTS AND URINE. BUT IT IS MADE OF ONE OF THOSE THINGS, WHICH IS PUT IN AN ALEMBIC, AND FIRST THE WATER COMES FORTH IN FUME THAT IS THE SPIRIT, SECONDLY OIL IN LIQUOR, THAT IS THE SOUL, BUT THE THIRD WHICH REMAINS IN THE VESSEL IS EARTHLY AND IT IS CALLED THE BODY, FOR OF THOSE THREE, SPIRIT, SOUL AND BODY, IXIR IS MADE BEING SO DECOCTED THAT IT MAY BE MINGLED AND MELTED. SOME SAY THAT SULPHUR AND ARGENT VIVE WILL BECOME IXIR IF A MAN MAKES THEM FUSIBLE. NOTE THAT NEITHER WATER, NOR OIL, NOR FIRE, HATH HIS EFFICACY TO TINCT, BUT IT IS FIRST RECTIFIED BY REITERATION OF REDUCTION TO THE FAECES AND DISTILLATIONS. WE ADD EVEN 8 TO 10 TIMES THEREFORE, IN ALL THINGS AS WELL TO BE DISSOLVED OR FIXED OR TINCTED, OR IN ANY THING TO BE AFFECTED THERE IS A MEAN TO BE OBSERVED, BECAUSE THAT INTENTION IN DUE ORDER DOTH ORNAMENT AND ACCOMPLISH A THING, THAT IS TO SAY THAT IMPERFECT BODIES BE DULY CALCINED SUBTLY WASHED AND MOLLIFIED, IMBIBED OR CERATED AND PUT TO SOLUTION IN MANNER AFORSAID. BUT LET THE SPIRITS BE SUBTLY WASHED AND PURIFIED AND LET THEM BE PUT TO MOLLIFICATION AND HUMILIATION, AND LET THOSE THINGS THAT ARE HOT AND DRY BE DISSOLVED, CALCINED OR SUBLIMED ACCORDING TO THAT HE SHALL SEE AND IT IS JUDGED BETTER ACCORDING TO THE SOUND SENSE OF THE WORKING. I AM THE TRUE GREEN AND GOLDEN LION WITHOUT CARES, IN ME ALL THE SECRETS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS ARE HIDDEN. OF OUR MERCURY WHICH IS THE GREEN LION DEVOURING THE SUN: KNOW THAT IT IS MERCURY COLD AND MOIST AND GOD HATH CREATED ALL MINERALS OF IT, FOR IT IS AN AIRY ELEMENT, FLYING FROM THE FIRE. THEREFORE, WHEN ANY PART IS FIXED TO IT, IT EFFECTETH AN HIGH MATTER AND IT IS A PROFITABLE SPIRIT, AND THERE IS NOT ANY THING IN THE WORLD BUT IT. NEITHER IS THERE ANY THING THAT MAY STAND IN THE PLACE OF IT, AND IT IS A THING SEARCHING TO THE BOTTOM IN EVERY BODY, AND ENRICHING IT. THEREFORE, WHEN IT IS MINGLED WITH THE BODY, IT REVIVETH IT AND ILLUMINATES IT AND CONVERTS IT FROM DISPOSITION TO DISPOSITION, AND, FROM ONE COLOUR INTO ANOTHER, THEREFORE IT IS THE WHOLE ELIXIR OF WHITENESS AND REDNESS, AND IT IS A PERMANENT WATER, AND WATER OF LIFE AND DEATH, IT IS VIRGIN'S MILK, THE HERB OF WASHING AND THE ANIMAL FOUNTAIN, OF WHICH WHOSOEVER DRINKS DIES NOT, AND IT IS SUSCEPTIVE OF COLOUR AND A MEDICINE OF THEM CAUSING THEM TO TAKE COLOURS, AND IT IS THAT WHICH MORTIFIES, DRIES, MOISTENS AND MAKES HOT AND COLD, AND IT DOES CONTRARY THINGS ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF ITS REGIMEN, AND WHEN IT IS QUICK IT HATH OTHER OPERATIONS, AND WHEN IT IS DEAD IT HATH OTHER OPERATIONS OF OTHERS, AND WHEN IT IS SUBLIMED THERE ARE OTHER OPERATIONS UNTO IT. AND HE IS A DRAGON WHICH MARRIES HIMSELF AND DOES IMPREGNATE HIMSELF AND HE BRINGS FORTH IN HIS DAY, AND KILLS ALL ANIMALS WITH HIS POISON, AND THE FIRE DESTROYS HIM, AND IT DESTROYS IN SHORT TIME BY REASON OF THE ARGENT VIVE. NEITHER CAN HE OVERCOME IT, NOR EAT IT, BUT FLIES FROM IT. THE FORMER WISE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE BETHOUGHT THEMSELVES OF THE MEANS OF POLICIES BELONGING UNTO IT, UNTIL BY LITTLE AND LITTLE IT BE MADE ABIDING THE FIRE, THEREFORE IT DOES NOT CEASE TO BE GRADUATED UPON THE FIGHT OF THE FIRE, AND IT IS FED OF IT, SO THAT WHEN ANY FIXION IS FIXED TO IT, WONDERFUL AND STRANGE MUTATIONS HAPPEN BECAUSE WHEN IT IS CHANGED IT CHANGES, AND HIS BLACKNESS APPEARS AND HIS SOUND AND HIS BRIGHTNESS, THEREFORE WHEN IT IS TINCTED, IT IS TINCTED AND IT TINCTETH; WHEN IT IS DISSOLVED, IT IS DISSOLVED AND IT DISSOLVETH, AND IT WHITENETH IN THE SIGHT OF THE EYE AND IT MAKETH RED IN SUCCESSION, AND IT IS A WATER GATHERING TOGETHER, AND IT IS MILK AND STRONG URINE AND MOLLIFYING OIL AND THE FATHER OF ALL MIRACLES, AND IT IS A MIST AND A CLOUD AND FUGITIVE SERVANT, AND OCCIDENTAL MERCURY, WHICH HATH PREFERRED HIMSELF BEFORE GOLD AND HATH OVERCOME IT. THEREFORE, GOLD SAYS UNTO HIM, DOST THOU PREFER THYSELF BEFORE ME, AND I AM LORD OF STONES ENDURING THE FIRE. OUR MERCURY SAYS UNTO IT, BUT I HAVE BEGAT THEE AND THOU ART BORN OF ME, AND ONE PART OF ME REVIVES MANY PARTS OF THEE, BUT THOU ART COVETOUS AND GIVEST NOT ANY THING IN COMPARISON TO ME, AND HE WHICH SHALL BIND ME WITH MY BROTHER AND MY SISTER SHALL LIVE AND REJOICE, AND IT SHALL SUFFICE HIM IN ALL HIS LIFE, IF HE SHOULD LIVE A THOUSAND THOUSAND YEARS, AND EVERY DAY SUSTAIN SEVEN THOUSAND MEN, YET HE SHOULD NEVER WANT, AND I AM THE WHOLE SECRET AND IN ME THE SCIENCE IS HIDDEN, BECAUSE I CONVERT ALL BODIES INTO SOL AND LUNA, WHEN MY NATURE IS SUCH THAT I MOLLIFY THE HARD, AND MAKE THE SOFT HARD. AND THEREFORE NOTE THAT THE PHILOSOPHERS' STONE FOR THE TRUE ALCHEMY ITSELF IS THIS THING ONLY IN THE WHOLE WORLD, AND HE WHICH ERRS IN THIS ONE THING IS THOUGHT TO RUN HEADLONG FROM THE MATTER, BUT YET IT IS NOT PERFECT IN HIS NATURE, TO WHICH WORKMANSHIP ITSELF HAS BROUGHT IT, FOR WITHOUT THE MAGISTERY IT IS OF NO FORCE WITH US NOR OF ANY COMMODITY, NEITHER DOES IT PERFECTLY YIELD ANY THING BUT RATHER CORRUPTETH, AND THIS THEREFORE I SPEAK SO FAR FORTH AS YOU USE IT WITH THE MAGISTERY BECAUSE IT IS PURE PHLEGM. SOMETIMES THE PHILOSOPHERS CALL IT SULPHUR AND MELANCHOLY CITRINE, BY REASON OF THE EFFECT OF HIS MIRACULOUS VIRTUE, FOR AS SOME MEN WILL HAVE IT, OF IT, GOD CREATED ALL NATIONS AND APPOINTED THE ORIGINAL OF THEM FOR SOME MEN HAVE CALLED THIS OUR STONE, WHITE COPPER. WHEREUPON LUCAS AND EXIMENUS SAY, UNDERSTAND ALL YOU THAT SEARCH AFTER KNOWLEDGE, THAT NO TINCTURE IS MADE BUT OF OUR WHITE COPPER. FOR OUR COPPER IS NOT COMMON COPPER. COMMON COPPER IS CORRUPTED AND INFECTETH EVERYTHING WHICH IS PUT UNTO IT, BUT THE COPPER OF PHILOSOPHERS MAKETH PERFECT AND WHITENETH THAT TO WHICH IT IS ASSOCIATED. THEREFORE, PLATO SAYS, ALL GOLD IS COPPER, BUT ALL COPPER IS NOT GOLD, THEREFORE OUR COPPER HAS BODY, SOUL AND SPIRIT, AND THESE THREE ARE ONE, FROM ONE, AND WITH ONE, WHICH IS THE ROOT OF IT, THEREFORE THE COPPER OF THE PHILOSOPHERS IS THEIR ELIXIR ACCOMPLISHED AND PERFECTED OF BODY, SOUL AND SPIRIT. SO, THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE NAMED THE STONE BY DIVERSE NAMES THAT IT MIGHT BE MANIFEST TO THE WISE AND HIDDEN FROM THE IGNORANT, BUT BY WHAT NAME SOEVER IT IS NAMED, YET IS IT ALWAYS ONE AND THE SAME THING. WHEREUPON MERCULINUS SAYS: IT IS A HIDDEN STONE AND BURIED IN A DEEP FOUNTAIN AND CAST IN THE WAYS AND COVERED WITH DIRT OR DUNG [SHIT], THIS ONE STONE HATH ALL NAMES WHEREUPON MORIENUS, THAT GODLY MAN, SAYS: THIS STONE IS A STONE AND NO STONE IT IS A BIRD AND NO BIRD IT IS JUPITER, MARS, SOL, VENUS, AND LUNA NOW SILVER, NOW GOLD AND NOW AN ELEMENT NOW WATER, NOW WINE, NOW BLOOD NOW VIRGIN'S MILK, NOW SPUME OF THE SEA OR VINEGAR NOW SAL GEMME, NOW COMMON SALT NOW AURIPIGMENTUM NOW THE PURGED SEA PURIFIED WITH SULPHUR AND THUS THEY FIGURE IT BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT REVEAL IT TO THE IGNORANT NOR CONCEAL IT FROM THOSE THAT BE WISE AND THAT THE COPPER WHICH IS HANDLED BE NOT DISTRIBUTED TO FOOLS THIS ONLY LUNA IS CALLED BY ALL NAMES AND THESE ARE THE ORDERS OF THE OPERATIONS OF THIS STONE BY THE HELP OF WHICH THIS THING WHICH WE SEEK IS ENGENDERED AND IS BROUGHT INTO ACTUAL ESSENCE. AND SUBLIMATION IS ONE MEANS, DESCENSION ANOTHER, DISTILLATION THE THIRD CALCINATION THE FOURTH, SOLUTION THE FIFTH, CONGELATION THE SIXTH, FIXION THE SEVENTH, ITERATION THE EIGHTH, CERATION THE NINTH AND MANY MORE LIKE THESE THEY RECITE, WHICH ORDERS SURELY ALTHOUGH THEY BE DIVERSE IN REASON, YET THEY ARE ALL ONE IN MATTER, FOR SOMETIMES THE PHILOSOPHERS CONSIDERING THE MATTER OF THEM WHICH WHEN IT IS IN THE VESSEL AND FEELS THE SUN OR THE HEAT INCONTINENTLY AND BREATHES AND EVAPORATES AWAY INTO THE FORM OF MOST SUBTLE FUME, AND ASCENDS INTO THE HEAD OF THE VESSEL. AND THIS THEY HAVE CALLED ASCENSION AND SUBLIMATION. AFTERWARDS, THEY SEEING THE MATTER WHICH ASCENDED TO DESCEND TO THE BOTTOM OF THE VESSEL, THEY HAVE CALLED IT DISTILLATION OR DESCENSION, MOREOVER THEY SEEING THAT SUBSTANCE OR MATTER TO THICKEN AND WAX BLACK AND TO GIVE AN EVIL SAVOUR, THEY HAVE CALLED IT PUTREFACTION. THEY SEEING A BLACK AND DARK COLOUR AND PERCEIVING IT AFTER A LONG TIME TO CAST FORTH AN EVIL SMELL AND A LITTLE WHITENESS TO COME LIKE THE COLOUR OF ASHES, THEY HAVE CALLED IT INCERATION OR DEALBATION. MORIENUS: THE WHOLE MAGISTERY IS NOTHING ELSE BUT AN EXTRACTION OF WATER OUT OF EARTH, AND A CASTING OF WATER UPON THE EARTH UNTIL IT BE PUTRIFIED AND THIS EARTH PUTREFIES WITH WATER, AND WHEN IT SHALL BE CLEANSED, THEN BY THE HELP OF HIM WHICH RULETH ALL THINGS, THE WHOLE MAGISTERY IS AFFECTED. MOREOVER, THEY SEEING THE EARTH TO BE MINGLED WITH THE WATER, AND THE WATER LITTLE BY LITTLE TO BE DIMINISHED BY REASON OF HIS TEMPERATE DECOCTION AND THE EARTH TO INCREASE, THEY HAVE ALL SAID THIS TO BE PERFECT CERATION. WHEREUPON THE PHILOSOPHER SAYS THAT THE EARTH IS CERATED, IMBIBED, AND BY THE TEMPERATE DECOCTION OF THE SUN, THAT IS OF THE HEAT, IT IS DRIED WITH THE WATER AND THE WHOLE MATTER IS TURNED INTO EARTH. WHEREUPON MORIENUS SAYS, THIS IS THE PURE AND FULL FORCE IF IT BE TURNED INTO EARTH. LASTLY, THEY SEEING THAT THE WHOLE MATTER CAME INTO A CERTAIN DISSIPATION AND HOW IT REDUCED ITSELF TO A HARD SUBSTANCE, AND BECAUSE IT MELTED NOT BUT STOOD STRICTLY, THEY HAVE SAID THAT THIS WAS PERFECT CONGELATION. WHEREUPON PLATO SAYS, DISSOLVE OUR STONE AND AFTERWARDS CONGEAL IT WITH GREAT WARINESS AS IT HAS BEEN DEMONSTRATED UNTO YOU, AND YOU SHALL HAVE AS IT WERE THE WHOLE MAGISTERY. THE SAME MAN SAYS IN ANOTHER PLACE, TAKE OUR STONE AND PUT IT IN A VESSEL AND DRY IT WITH A LIGHT FIRE UNTIL IT BE BROKEN AND AFTERWARDS DECOCT IT AT THE HEAT OF THE SUN UNTIL IT BE CONGEALED, AND KNOW THAT THE WHOLE MAGISTERY IS NOTHING ELSE BUT TO MAKE TRUE SOLUTION AND PERFECT AND NATURAL CONGELATION. THESE ARE THE WORDS OF PLATO. PLATO ALSO SAYS, DISSOLVE AND CONGEAL AND THUS YOU SHALL KNOW THE WHOLE MAGISTERY. LIKEWISE THEY SEEING THE AFORESAID MATTER PERFECTLY CONGEALED AND THICKENED, SO THAT BY NO MEANS IT RESOLVED ITSELF ANY MORE INTO WATER, NOR INTO FUME, THEY HAVE SAID THAT IT WAS TRULY FIXED, BECAUSE THEY SAW THAT CONGELATION AND THICKNESS OR FIXION, BY REASON OF THE GREATER DECOCTION OF HEAT, TO COME INTO PERFECT DRYNESS AND WHITENESS, AND BECAUSE THAT WHITENESS WAS BEYOND ALL OTHER WHITENESS, THEREFORE THEY HAVE SAID THAT THIS WAS PERFECT CALCINATION. THEY SEEING THIS MATTER TO STAND TO ITS COLOUR AND TO BE CHANGED WITH INFINITE COLOURS, BECAUSE THIS COULD NOT BE DONE BUT BY THE RESOLUTION OF THE MATTER THEREFORE, THEY CALLED THIS RESOLUTION SOLUTION, FOR THE ELEMENTS ARE DISCONTINUATED WITH THAT RESOLUTION, AND THEY DIE AND SUFFER. AND THEREFORE, THE PHILOSOPHERS CALL THESE ELEMENTS, MAN AND WIFE, WHEREFORE, THE FOOLISH AND IGNORANT ARE SHAMEFULLY DECEIVED WHO BELIEVE THAT THE PHILOSOPHERS' MEDICINE IS CREATED OUT OF ANY OTHER THING, WHEN AS THE PHILOSOPHERS SAY. "THE SONS OF ALCHEMY AND OTHERS TRUSTING TO ALL THEIR DISSOLUTIONS, SUBLIMATIONS, CONJUNCTIONS, SEPARATIONS, CONGELATIONS, PREPARATIONS, CONTRITIONS AND OTHER DECEITS, VAUNT THEMSELVES SAYING THAT THERE IS NO OTHER GOLD BUT THEIRS, NO OTHER WATER BUT THEIRS, WHICH IS ALSO CALLED MOST SHARP VINEGAR, NO OTHER DISSOLUTION AND CONGELATION BUT THEIRS, WHICH IS MADE WITH A SOFT FIRE, NO OTHER PUTREFACTION BUT THEIRS." PLATO IN HIS SUMMARY: THEREFORE, LET THY SEEKING BE OF THE KIND OF BOTH OF THE LIGHTS OF THE WORLD, FOR GOLD CIRCUMPASSES THE UPPER PART AND SILVER THE LOWER PART. ARISTOTLE: NO TINCTING POISON IS ENGENDERED WITHOUT SOL AND HIS SHADOW THAT IS HIS WIFE. HERMES IN HIS SECRETS: SOL IS HIS FATHER AND LUNA HIS MOTHER. ROSARIUS: WHOSOEVER ENDEAVOURS TO SEEK ANY OTHER TINCTURE WITHOUT SOL AND LUNA, HE IS LIKENED TO A MAN THAT WOULD CLIMB A LADDER WITHOUT STEPS, THEREFORE IT IS NECESSARY THAT WE HAVE OUR RECEPTACLE FIT FOR TINCTURE, WHICH IS AGREEABLE UNTO IT, WITH A CERTAIN SIMILITUDE UNTO THE FATHER, AND THIS RECEPTACLE OUGHT TO BE LUNA HERSELF, BECAUSE SOL OF ITSELF IS OF VERY HARD FUSION OR MELTING, AND IN LIKE SORT LUNA BY ITSELF, BUT WHEN THEY ARE JOINED BOTH TOGETHER, THEN THEY BOTH FLOW AND MELT VERY EASILY, AND THUS THEREFORE THE GOLDSMITHS MAKE THEIR SOLDERS. THE PHILOSOPHER: THE WOMAN IS A CERTAIN RECEPTACLE OF THE SEED OF THE MAN, BECAUSE SHE PRESERVES IT AND KEEPS IT IN HER CELL AND MATRIX AND THERE IT IS NOURISHED AND GROWS EVEN TO THE TIME OF HIS RIPENESS, THEREFORE LET US NOW CHOOSE UNTO HIM A WIFE, THAT HE MAY HAVE A RECEPTACLE OF HIS SEED, WHOM WE MAY CHOOSE FOR THE WIFE, WHICH IS NEARER TO HIM IN SIMPLICITY AND PURITY, BECAUSE NOTHING IS MORE NEAR TO THE MAN THAN THE WIFE WHICH ARE HOMOGENOUS. HERMES SAYS IN HIS ALLEGORIES: LUNA IS THE LIGHT OF THE NIGHT, THE NIGHT IS THE NATIVITY OF DARKNESS, WHICH GOD HAS ORDAINED FOR THE GOVERNING OF THE WORLD. AND LUNA RECEIVES HER LIGHT FROM SOL AND IS BELOVED, BECAUSE THE LIGHT OF SOL IS IN HER AND BECAUSE THE NATURE OF SOL OVERCOMES THE NATURE OF LUNA. OUR MERCURY IS MADE OF A MINERAL AND VEGETABLE JOINED TOGETHER, BECAUSE THINGS JOINED TOGETHER DO PROFIT MORE, THAN IF THEY SHOULD BE SEPARATED BY THEMSELVES, OUT OF THOSE THINGS CONSIDER THE NECESSITY OF BOTH MERCURIES. DEMOCRITUS THE PHILOSOPHER: IT BEHOVES YOU THAT IN THE FIRST BUSINESS YOU DISSOLVE THE BODIES UPON WHITE ASHES AND LET THERE BE NO GRINDING BUT WITH WATER. AVICENNA: THE FIRST THING IN THE WORK IS TO DISSOLVE THE STONE INTO HIS FIRST MATTER. SENIOR AND HERMES: DISSOLVE THE BODIES INTO WATERS. PLATO IN HIS SUMMARY: THOU WANTEST THAT WHICH THOU LABOUREST FOR IN THE SOLUTION OF BODIES THEREFORE IT IS MEET TO CONTINUE A GENTLE FIRE UPON IT UNTIL ALL THE WHOLE BE DISSOLVED, AND BY IT THE WORK IS AFFECTED. NOTE THIS, THE CIRCULATORY REVERSION OF ALL CIRCULARY THINGS IS NOT AFFECTED UNTIL THEY BE BROUGHT UNTO THEIR FIRST MATTER. RASIS: UNLESS YOU DISSOLVE THE BODIES YOU LABOUR IN VAIN. ALBERTUS MAGNUS: KNOW FOR A CERTAINTY THAT NO SPIRIT OF BODIES CAN BE TINCTED UNLESS IT FIRST BE DISSOLVED. MORIENUS: THE OPERATION IS VAIN IN THIS ART UNLESS ALL-NATURAL THINGS PASS INTO VAPOUR BY THEIR NATURE, AND IF IT SHALL BE DISSOLVED THEN THE ALCHEMICAL WORK IS PREPARED AND MULTIPLIED. SORIN IN HIS 11TH DISTINCTION: PERFECT SOLUTION IS THE BEGINNING OF THE REGIMEN, BUT THAT THE BODY MAY WAX THIN LIKE UNTO A SPIRIT, THEN IT IS MEET TO DISSOLVE THEM AND THE REGIMEN OF BODIES, AS I HAVE SAID BEFORE, IS DISSOLVED. ALPHIDIUS: BUT ARGENT VIVE WHICH IS EXTRACTED FROM THAT BLACK BODY IS MOIST AND WHITE AND CLEAN FROM BARKS, THAT THE WORK, PERISH NOT. MORIENUS: IT IS CONVENIENT FOR THEE TO KNOW THAT WHITE FUME IS THE SOUL AND SPIRIT OF THOSE DISSOLVED BODIES, AND SURELY IF WHITE FUME HAD NOT BEEN GOLD, THERE ALCHEMY HAD NOT BEEN. ROSANIUS: THIS IS OUR MOST NOTABLE MERCURY AND GOD NEVER CREATED A MORE NOTABLE THING UNDER HEAVEN BESIDE A RATIONAL SOUL. HERMES KING OF THE GRECIANS: THE DISSOLVED BODY IS CONTINUAL WATER CONGEALING MERCURY WITH PERPETUAL CONGELATION. HIPOCRAS: HE THAT WILL PURGE BODIES MUST FIRST MAKE THEM FLUXIBLE, THE BLACKNESS OF PUTREFACTION ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF SOME MEN LASTS 4 OR 5 DAYS. SENIOR: THE FIRST KEY IS THE EXTRACTION OF MOISTURES AND FATNESS, OF WHICH THESE ARE THE SIGNS, THAT IS TO SAY, SUPERABUNDANT BLACKNESS WHICH BEING CONSUMED, THE SOUL IS NOW IN THE WATER. ALBERTUS: UNLESS THE SOUL SHALL COME FORTH FROM THE BODY AND SHALL ASCEND UPWARD INTO HEAVEN, YOU SHALL PROFIT NOTHING IN THIS ART. SENIOR, THE PARABLE CONCERNING THE WHITE TINCTURE: IF MY BELOVED PARENTS SHALL TASTE OF LIFE AND SHALL BE FED WITH MERE MILK AND SHALL BE MADE DRUNK WITH MY WHITE, AND SHALL LIE IN MY BED, THEY SHALL BEGET THE SON OF LUNA WHICH SHALL EXCELL ALL HIS PREDECESSORS, AND IF MY BELOVED SHALL CARRY HIM FROM THE RED TOMB OF ROCK AND SHALL TASTE OF THE FOUNTAIN OF HIS MOTHER, AND SHALL BE COUPLED WITH MY RED WINE AND SHALL BE MADE DRUNK WITH ME, AND SHALL COUPLE WITH ME FREELY IN HIS BED, AND IN MY LOVE HIS SPERM SHALL ENTER INTO MY CELL, I SHALL CONCEIVE AND BE PREGNANT AND AT MY TIME WILL BRING FORTH A MOST MIGHTY SON RULING AND REIGNING OVER ALL KINGS AND PRINCES OF THE EARTH, CROWNED WITH A GOLDEN CROWN OF VICTORY, OF THE MOST HIGH GOD WHO LIVES AND REIGNS WORLD WITHOUT END. THE TURBA OF THE PHILOSOPHERS: YOU, SEARCHERS OF THIS ART WHEN YOU SEE THAT WHITENESS APPEARING IN ALL PLACES OF THE GLASS, THEN IMAGINE THAT REDNESS IS HIDDEN IN THAT WHITENESS, AND THEN YOU MUST NOT EXTRACT IT UNTIL THE WHOLE RED BE MADE TO DECOCT. SENIOR: MAKE BLACK WHITE, AND EVERY WHITE RED, BECAUSE WATER WHITENS AND FIRE ILLUMINATES, FOR IT SHINES IN COLOUR LIKE A RUBY BY A TINCTING SOUL, WHICH IT HATH GOTTEN BY VIRTUE OF THE FIRE. HERMES: THE SEVENTH REGIMEN IS OF LUNA, THAT IS, TO DRY TO MAKE RED, TO MAKE HOT AND TO FIX BY THE SPACE OF 25 DAYS AND SO YOU HAVE THE FINISHING OF THE WORK. THE COLOUR OF THE SOUL IS RED. WHITE WILL BE RED. WHITENESS IS OUR REDNESS. LIKEWISE, THIS OUR STONE IS FIRE AND CREATED OF FIRE, AND TURNED INTO FIRE, AND THE SOUL OF IT STAYS IN THE FIRE. THE RIDDLE OF HERMES CONCERNING THE RED TINCTURE: I AM CROWNED, AND DECKED WITH A PRECIOUS CROWN AND ADORNED WITH PRINCELY GARMENTS, FOR THAT I CAUSE JOY TO ENTER INTO BODIES. HERMES IN HIS THIRD TREATISE: COME YE SONS OF WISDOM AND NOW WE WILL REJOICE AND BE MERRY TOGETHER, BECAUSE DEATH IS CONQUERED AND OUR SON NOW REIGNETH AND IS CLOTHED WITH A RED ORNAMENT AND WITH FLESH. NOW OUR SON BEING BORN A KING, TAKES THE TINCTURE FROM THE FIRE, BUT DEATH THE SEA AND DARKNESS FLY FROM HIM, AND THE DRAGON FLIES THE BEAMS OF THE SUN WHICH KEPT THE HOLES, AND OUR SON BEING DEAD DOTH LIVE, AND A KING COMES FROM THE FIRE AND SHALL REJOICE IN WEDLOCK AND SECRET THINGS SHALL APPEAR, AND OUR SON NOW VIVIFIED IS MADE A WARRIOR IN THE FIRE AND SUPEREMINENT IN TINCTURES. THE METAPHOR OF BELLINUS THE PHILOSOPHER CONCERNING SOL: KNOW THEE THAT MY FATHER SOL HATH GIVEN ME POWER OVER ALL POWER AND HATH PUT ON ME THE GARMENT OF GLORY AND THE WHOLE WORLD SEEKETH ME AND RUNNETH AFTER ME, FOR I AM THE GREATEST NOW THEY HAVE KNOWN MY VIRTUE AND ALTITUDE, FOR I AM ONLY AND ALONE WHICH OF HIS GRACE HAS GIVEN ME THAT VIRTUE, AND MEN SEEK OF MY SERVANTS THAT WHICH IS SOUGHT OF ME, AND THEY HAVE NOT COME UNTO IT BUT THROUGH ME, AND THE EARTH WITH ALL HER FORCES CANNOT MAKE ME HUMBLE MYSELF. YEA, RATHER I AM ABOVE IT AND ABOVE MY SERVANTS, UNTIL I HUMBLE THEM AND EXTRACT FROM THE NATURE AND POWER OF THEM, AND ENDUE THEM WITH MY BRIGHTNESS AND FAIR LIGHT WHICH MY FATHER HATH GIVEN UNTO ME IN ALL THEIR WORKS, FOR I AM EXCELLING, WHICH EXALT AND SURPASS ALL THINGS AND NONE OF MY SERVANTS CAN BE ABOVE ME BUT ONE TO WHOM IT IS GRANTED BECAUSE HE IS CONTRARY TO ME, AND HE DESTROYS ME, YET HE DESTROYS NOT MY NATURE, AND THAT IS SATURN WHO SEPARATES ALL MY MEMBERS. AFTERWARDS I GO TO MY MOTHER WHO GATHERS TOGETHER ALL MY DIVIDED AND SEPARATED MEMBERS. I AM ILLUMINATING ALL MY THINGS AND I CAUSE LIGHT TO APPEAR MANIFESTLY IN THE JOURNEY OF MY FATHER SATURN, AND ALSO OF MY MOTHER WHO IS AN ENEMY UNTO ME. BUT IF THIS SHOULD NOT BE, I COULD NOT DRINK OF THE SOULS OF ANIMALS AND OF PLANTS, BUT I COME WITH THE HEAT OF THE FIRE TO EXPELL THE VIRTUE AND INIQUITY OF THEM FROM ME. I AM DWELLING UPON THE FACE OF THE MINERAL AND I GIVE TO MY SERVANTS OF MY EXTREMITIES, AND MY NAME IS CALLED BY GREAT NAMES AND HE THAT STUDIES IN ME CARES NOT FOR ANY THING, BUT HE IS NOT SATISFIED WITH ME. I CARRY SHIPS THROUGH THE SEA AND I BUILD GREAT CITIES AND TOWERS, SEEK NOT IN ME MY GREATNESS, THEREFORE YOU WISE MEN I TELL YOU THAT UNLESS YOU KILL ME YOUR UNDERTAKING SHALL NOT BE PERFECT AND THE DEGREE OF YOUR WISDOM INCREASES IN MY SISTER LUNA, AND NOT WITH ANY OF MY SERVANTS. AND IF YOU SHOULD KNOW MY SECRET, I AM SEED CAST INTO PURE EARTH, WHICH GROWING INCREASES AND MULTIPLIES AND IT BRINGS FORTH FRUIT TO HIM THAT SOWS IT, BECAUSE EVERY THING THAT IS ENGENDERED WITH HIS KIND, DOTH MULTIPLY THE FORM OF HIS OWN SHAPE AND OF NO OTHER, AS OF CORN THERE COMES CORN, AND SO OF OTHER THINGS, AND IN THIS I HAVE EXPOUNDED ALL THE FIGURES. THEREFORE, WHEN I SHALL BE WITH MY WHITE PURE MOIST AND CLEAN WIFE, I ADD TO THE BEAUTY OF HER FACE, TO HER GOODNESS AND VIRTUE, FOR SHE IS OBEDIENT UNTO ME. THEREFORE, WHEN I SHALL BE JOINED UNTO HER, THERE IS NOTHING MORE EXCELLENT AND BETTER IN THE WORLD, FOR SHE SHALL BE IMPREGNATED AND SHALL GROW AND SHE SHALL BE AS I AM IN SUBSTANCE AND COLOUR, BECAUSE BY THIS MAGISTERY THE SEED IS MULTIPLIED, FOR OF ME, MY LIKE IS BORN, AND WHEN ONE GRAIN OF CORN IS SOWN IN THE GROUND, IT SPRINGS AND IS MULTIPLIED, GRINDED AND SEARED, AND IS MADE INTO BREAD, OF WHICH THE WHOLE WORLD LIVES. AND THE MINERAL OF THE EARTH IS MADE OF ME, NEITHER DOES IT BECAUSE IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD. I ILLUMINATE THE AIR WITH MY LIGHT AND MAKE THE EARTH HOT WITH MY HEAT. I ENGENDER AND NOURISH NATURAL THINGS, AS PLANTS AND STONES AND SUCH LIKE. I TAKE AWAY THE DARKNESS OF THE NIGHT WITH MY POWER, AND I CAUSE THE DAYS TO REMAIN AND I ILLUMINATE ALL THINGS WITH MY LIGHT THAT ARE TO BE ILLUMINATED, AND THOSE THINGS IN WHICH THERE IS NEITHER GREATNESS NOR BRIGHTNESS, ALL WHICH SURELY ARE OF MY WORK WHEN I AM ENDUED WITH MY GARMENTS, AND THEY WHICH SEEK ME DO MAKE PEACE BETWEEN ME AND MY WIFE. THEREFORE, UNLESS SHE BE SEPARATED FROM ME AND BE MIXED WITH INSEPARABLE MIXTION, AND THIS MAY BE DONE WHEN YOU SHALL EXTRACT ME PARTLY FROM MY NATURE AND MY WIFE PARTLY FROM HER NATURE, AND AFTERWARDS SEE THAT YOU KILL OUR NATURES, AND WE SHALL BE RAISED AGAIN WITH A NEW AND INCORPOREAL RESURRECTION, BECAUSE THAT AFTERWARDS WE CANNOT DIE, FOR AFTER OUR RESURRECTION WE SHALL HAVE EVERLASTING GLORY AND FORTITUDE AND THEN ALL SHALL REJOICE IN GREAT PROSPERITY WHICH KNOW OUR PROCEEDINGS. AND IN THIS IS THE MOST PRECIOUS GIFT OF GOD ACCOMPLISHED, WHICH EXCEEDS ALL SECRETS OF SCIENCES IN THE WORLD, AND IT IS AN INCOMPARABLE TREASURE OF TREASURES, BECAUSE PLATO SAYS HE THAT HATH THIS GIFT OF GOD HATH ALSO THE DOMINION OF THE WORLD, BECAUSE HE HATH ATTAINED TO RICHES AND HAS BROKEN THE BOND OF NATURE, BUT NOT THEREFORE BECAUSE HE HAS THE POWER TO CONNECT ALL IMPERFECT BODIES INTO MOST PURE SOL AND LUNA, BUT RATHER BECAUSE IT PRESERVES AND KEEPS EVERY MAN AND BRUTE BEAST IN PERFECT PRESERVATION OF HEALTH, AND THE CRYSTAL PLATE WHICH IS THE WHITE ELIXIR, IF AS MUCH THEREOF AS A GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED BE GIVEN TO A MAN SICK OF THE FEVER, IT CURES HIM. LIKEWISE, A LEPROUS MAN, IF AT FOUR TIMES IN THE YEAR HE SHALL BE PURGED WITH THAT PLATE, WITH RED POWDER WHEREOF SOL IS MADE TWICE IN ONE YEAR IN MARCH AND SEPTEMBER, HE IS CURED. AND BOTH THE WHITE AND THE RED POWDER HEALS THE SCIATICA IN THE DANGER OF DEATH IT HEALS ALSO THE PALSY. LIKEWISE, IF THIS BE HELD TO THE NOSTRILS OF WOMEN LABOURING WITH CHILD THEY ARE PRESENTLY DELIVERED, THIS HERMES AFFIRMS. GEBER ALSO SAYS THAT THE RED ELIXIR CURES ALL CRONICAL INFIRMITIES OF WHICH THE PHYSICIANS HAVE DESPAIRED, AND IT MAKES A MAN BECOME YOUNG AS AN EAGLE AND TO LIVE FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AND MORE, AS SOME PHILOSOPHERS HAVE DONE, WHICH HAVE USED IT THREE TIMES A WEEK TO THE QUANTITY OF A MUSTARD SEED. THERE IS AN HERB WHICH IS CALLED SATURNUS DE CANALIBUS, OF WHICH SUCH A MEDICINE IS MADE. NOTE THEREFORE THAT ALL INFIRMITIES WHICH ARE ENGENDERED FROM THE CROWN OF THE HEAD TO THE SOLE OF THE FOOT, IF THEY BE OF ONE MONTH, THEN THEY ARE CURED IN ONE DAY, IF OF ONE YEAR THEN IN TWELVE DAYS, AND IF OF LONG TIME THEN THEY ARE CURED IN ONE MONTH, FOR AS IT CLEANSES ALL INFECTED METALS FROM ALL INFIRMITY, SO LIKEWISE IT CURES THE BODIES OF MEN. WHEREFORE, OUR BLESSED STONE IS NOT UNWORTHILY CALLED THE GREATER TIRIACUS, AS WELL OF THE BODIES OF MEN AS OF METALS, OF WHICH HERMES, THE KING OF THE GRECIANS AND FATHER OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, SPEAKS SAYING, IF THOU TAKES OF OUR ELIXIR EVERY DAY FOR THE SPACE OF SEVEN YEARS THE WEIGHT OF CARROBIARUM, THY HOARY AND GREY HAIRS WILL FALL FROM THY HEAD AND BLACK HAIRS WILL GROW UP IN THEIR PLACE, AND THUS OF AN OLD MAN THOU SHALT BE MADE YOUNG, LUSTY AND STRONG. ARNOLDUS: THIS OUR STONE HAS AN EFFICACIOUS VIRTUE OF HEALING ALL INFIRMITIES ABOVE ALL OTHER MEDICINES OF PHYSICIANS, FOR IT REJOICES THE SOUL, IT AUGMENTETH VIRTUE, IT STRENGTHENS YOUTH AND REMOVES OLD AGE, FOR IT SUFFERS NOT THE BLOOD TO BE PUTREFIED, NOR PHLEGM TO HAVE DOMINION, NOR CHOLER TO BE ADUST, NOR MELANCHOLINESS TO BE ABUNDANT, YEA RATHER IT MULTIPLIES THE BLOOD BEYOND MEASURE AND RESTORES AND RENEWS ALL CORPOREAL MEMBERS EFFICACIOUSLY AND PRESERVES THEM FROM HURT, AND DOES MOST PERFECTLY HEAL ALL INFIRMITIES, AS WELL HOT AS COLD, DRY AS MOIST, BEFORE ALL OTHER MEDICINES OF PHYSICIANS, BECAUSE IF THE SICKNESS BE OF ONE YEAR, IT HEALS IT IN TWELVE DAYS BUT IF IT BE AN OLD DISEASE AND OF LONG TIME THEN IT WILL CURE IT IN ONE MONTH, AND TO CONCLUDE IT EXPELLS ALL EVIL HUMOURS AND BRINGS IN THOSE THAT ARE GOOD, IT BRINGS LOVE, HONOUR, SECURITY, BOLDNESS, AND VICTORY IN BATTLE TO THOSE THAT POSSESS IT AND IN THIS IS THE GREATEST SECRET OF NATURE ACCOMPLISHED WHICH IS, A SECRET NOT TO BE VALUED AT ANY PRICE A MOST PRECIOUS AND INCOMPARABLE TREASURE WHICH GOD GRANT TO BE HIDDEN IN THEIR MINDS THAT POSSESS IT LEST IT BE MADE KNOWN TO THE FOOLISH AND IGNORANT AMEN LET EVERY LIVING MAN SAY FINIS IN LUBECK THE 24TH DAY OF THE MONTH OF OCTOBER IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1588, AFTER MY PASSION AND MANIFOLD TORMENTS I AM AGAIN RISEN, BEING PURIFIED AND CLEANSED FROM ALL SPOTS.
A COMMENTARY ON THE ROSARIUM PHILOSOPHORUM 
FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS COMMENTARY I DO NOT INTEND TO WORK THROUGH A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE TEXT, BUT RATHER TO PURSUE AN INTERPRETATION OF THE SERIES OF TWENTY WOODCUT ILLUSTRATIONS, WHICH HAVE BORNE THE REPUTATION OF THE ROSARIUM IN THE ABSENCE OF A TRANSLATION. SOME OF THESE WOODCUTS ARE VERY WELL KNOWN AND HAVE BEEN USED AS ILLUSTRATIONS IN MANY RECENT BOOKS ON SYMBOLISM. THE TEXT OF THE ROSARIUM IS DIVIDED INTO SECTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THESE TWENTY ILLUSTRATIONS. THESE SECTIONS INTRODUCE IDEAS ARISING FROM THE SYMBOLIC CONTENT OF THE WOODCUTS, AND WEAVE THESE REMARKS IN WITH QUOTATIONS FROM VARIOUS WELL-KNOWN ALCHEMICAL AUTHORITIES, OFTEN USING QUITE LENGTHY EXTRACTS FROM OTHER ALCHEMICAL WRITERS. SO, THE ROSARIUM IS A GATHERING OF MATERIAL WITHIN A CERTAIN FRAMEWORK, RATHER THAN BEING AN ENTIRELY ORIGINAL TEXTUAL STATEMENT OF ALCHEMICAL IDEAS. SO, IT IS THIS FRAMEWORK, IN WHICH THE ESSENCE OF THE ROSARIUM LIES, THAT WE SHALL BE EXPLORING IN THIS COMMENTARY. THE TEXT OF THE ROSARIUM IS QUITE PECULIAR IN THAT IT SEEMS ALMOST TO MOVE IN AND OUT OF FOCUS. AT ONE POINT IN A SECTION ONE SEEMS TO HAVE A CLEAR PRECISELY DRAWN IDEA, WHICH AS IT IS DEVELOPED IN THE TEXT BECOMES MORE UNFOCUSED, MORE DIFFUSE, AND ONE FINDS ONESELF UNCLEAR AS TO WHAT LEVEL THE TEXT THEN REFERS. THEN, JUST AS ONE'S PUZZLEMENT IS GROWING INTO IRRITATION, THE TEXT MOVES SHARPLY BACK INTO FOCUS WITH ANOTHER CLEAR STATEMENT OF AN IDEA. THIS MAY BE A QUITE CONSCIOUS TECHNIQUE ON THE PART OF THE ANONYMOUS WRITERS RATHER THAN JUST A FAILING OF THE TRANSLATION. AT ANY RATE, THE TEXT CONSTANTLY SHIFTS BETWEEN PHYSICAL ALCHEMY, STATEMENTS ABOUT EXPERIMENTS WITH SUBSTANCE, AND THE REALM OF SOUL ALCHEMY, THE TASK OF THE INNER TRANSMUTATION OF FORCES WITHIN MAN'S SOUL. IN THAT IT SOUGHT TO UNITE THESE TWO ALCHEMICAL REALMS, THE ROSARIUM SET A STYLE FOR ALCHEMICAL LITERATURE OF THE LATE SIXTEENTH AND EARLY SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES, IN WHICH THE PHYSICAL PROCESS BECAME A MIRROR FOR SOUL DEVELOPMENT, AND THE INNER CONTENT OF SOUL EXPERIENCES BECAME PROJECTED UPON OUTER PROCESSES IN THE LABORATORY OR THE NATURAL WORLD. THE ROSARIUM AS A TEXT IS NOT A WORK OF THE KIND OF SPIRITUAL ALCHEMY, WE FIND LATER IN THE EARLY SEVENTEENTH CENTURY IN THE OUTPUT OF MYLIUS, MAIER, FLUDD, AND THE ROSICRUCIAN ALCHEMISTS. IT DOES NOT DEAL DIRECTLY WITH THE SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES OF ALCHEMY AND STATE THESE AS A COHERENT PHILOSOPHY IN THE TEXT, BUT RATHER THIS SPIRITUAL ALCHEMY IS INCORPORATED INTO THE SERIES OF ILLUSTRATIONS. IT WAS ONLY IN THE LATER SIXTEENTH CENTURY AND PARTICULARLY DURING THE ROSICRUCIAN PERIOD, THAT ALCHEMISTS FELT FREE TO EXPRESS THE PROFOUND TRUTHS OF THEIR SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY IN THE FORM OF WORDS. UNTIL THAT TIME, IN THE ALCHEMICAL TRADITION THE SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES WERE STILL ONLY EXPRESSED IN SYMBOLS. SO, WHILE THE ROSARIUM IN ITS TEXT ATTEMPTS A SYNTHESIS OF PHYSICAL AND SOUL ALCHEMY, WE ALSO FIND AS A FURTHER LAYER, THAT THE SERIES OF SYMBOLIC ILLUSTRATIONS INCORPORATES IN PICTORIAL FORM THE PRINCIPLES OF A SPIRITUAL ALCHEMY. THE ROSARIUM, BECAUSE OF ITS INTERWEAVING OF SOUL AND PHYSICAL ALCHEMY, WAS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO THE PSYCHOLOGIST CARL G. JUNG, WHO PERHAPS QUOTED FROM IT IN HIS WRITINGS UPON ALCHEMY MORE THAN ANY OTHER SINGLE TEXT. JUNG, INDEED, WROTE AN ESSAY ON THE ROSARIUM SERIES OF ILLUSTRATIONS UNDER THE TITLE 'PSYCHOLOGY OF THE TRANSFERENCE' WHICH IS INCLUDED IN VOLUME 16 OF HIS COLLECTED WORKS, AND THIS PROVIDES US WITH A MOST VALUABLE FOUNDATION UPON WHICH TO CONSTRUCT AN INTERPRETATION. JUNG, HOWEVER, ONLY SHOWS US 11 OF THE 20 ILLUSTRATIONS. FURTHERMORE, HE SUGGESTS THAT FIGURES HE LABELS 5 AND 5A (ROSARIUM ILLUSTRATIONS 5 AND 11) ARE ALTERNATIVE VERSIONS OF THE SAME FIGURE, WHEREAS ON EXAMINING THE FULL SERIES OF 20 ILLUSTRATIONS WE FIND THIS UNTENABLE. PERHAPS JUNG DID NOT HAVE ACCESS TO A COMPLETE EDITION OF THE BOOK, BUT THAT AS OFTEN HAPPENS OVER THE CENTURIES, SOME OF THESE ILLUSTRATIONS HAD BEEN REMOVED FROM HIS COPY. AT ANY RATE, JUNG'S INTERPRETATION IS BASED UPON SEEING THE ILLUSTRATIONS AS 10 STAGES, WHEREAS AS WE HAVE SEEN THERE ARE 20. INDEED, IF WE READ AGAIN JUNG'S ANALYSIS OF THE ROSARIUM, WITH A CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE EXTENDED SERIES OF 20 ILLUSTRATIONS, WE WILL FIND A FURTHER LEVEL OF INTEGRATION OF THE MASCULINE AND FEMININE FACETS OF THE SOUL, WHICH DOES NOT CONTRADICT JUNG'S THESIS, BUT AMPLIFIES AND EXTENDS IT. FOR THE PURPOSE OF INTERPRETING THESE ILLUSTRATIONS, I WILL FOLLOW A METHOD I HAVE USED PREVIOUSLY (IN THE COMMENTARIES TO 'THE CROWNING OF NATURE' AND 'THE ROSICRUCIAN EMBLEMS OF DANIEL CRAMER'), THAT OF INTEGRATING THE SYMBOLS INTO A COMPLETE PATTERN, RATHER THAN ANALYZING THEM AS SEPARATE INDIVIDUAL SYMBOLS. IT MUST BE EMPHASIZED THAT WHAT IS PRESENTED HERE IS ONLY ONE INTERPRETATION OF THE SYMBOLISM. THIS IS BY NO MEANS EXCLUSIVE OF OTHER INTERPRETATIONS, WHICH MAY BE EQUALLY VALID IN THAT THEY LOOK AT THE SPIRITUAL REALITIES OF THE ROSARIUM SERIES FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE, AND THUS THROW FURTHER LIGHT ON THE MATTER OF THE SYMBOLISM. ALCHEMY DEALS WITH FLOW AND CHANGE AND CANNOT BE ENCOMPASSED IN THE HARD-RIGID FOSSILS OF INTELLECTUAL FORMULAE. INTELLECTUALISM ONLY ANALYSES AND BREAKS DOWN A SUBJECT INTO SMALLER UNITS, BUT TO GRASP ALCHEMY WE MUST DEVELOP A CONSCIOUSNESS THAT IS SIMULTANEOUSLY CAPABLE OF SYNTHESIS, OF BUILDING UP INTO A LARGER PICTURE. WE MUST SEE THE INDIVIDUAL UNIT AS PART OF A WHOLE. SO, TO OUR ANALYSIS AND SYNTHESIS OF THE SYMBOLS OF THE ROSARIUM. THE 20 ILLUSTRATIONS ARE ARRANGED FOR THIS INTERPRETATION AS IN THE DIAGRAM ABOVE. HERE WE HAVE A TRIAD OF ILLUSTRATIONS 1-2-3 INTRODUCING US TO THE PRIMA MATERIA, THE SUBSTANCE OF THE WORK OF TRANSFORMATION, THEN IN ILLUSTRATIONS 4 - 10 WE SEE THE FIRST PROCESS OF TRANSMUTATION LEADING TO THE CREATION OF THE WHITE STONE, THIS BEING FOLLOWED BY THE PARALLEL TRANSMUTATION OF 11 - 17 WHICH LEADS TO THE RED STONE. THEN IN 18-19-20 WE HAVE A FINAL PICTURE OF THE END OF THE WORK. 
THE PRIMA MATERIA
THE OPENING THREE ILLUSTRATIONS TO THIS PROCESS, INDICATE THE REALM WITHIN WHICH THIS TRANSFORMATION OCCURS AND INTRODUCES THE PRIMA MATERIA. WE INTERPRET THIS SERIES AS A PROCESS FOR THE INTEGRATION OF THE THREE FACETS OF MAN - THE BODY, SOUL AND SPIRIT. IN OUR PRESENT STATE OF EVOLUTION THESE FACETS DO NOT WORK TOGETHER IN HARMONY. THERE ARE POLARITIES AND VAST GULFS BETWEEN THE DIFFERENT REALMS WITHIN OUR BEING. IT IS THE TASK OF ALCHEMICAL TRANSMUTATION TO UNITE THESE FACETS IN A NEW HARMONY, INTO A PERFECTED STATE OF BEING WHERE BODY, SOUL AND SPIRIT MUTUALLY INTERPENETRATE AND WORK TOGETHER. MAN'S SOUL IS THUS THE BRIDGING ELEMENT BETWEEN THE OUTER REALM OF THE PHYSICAL BODY AND THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. THIS BRIDGE MUST BE BUILT OUT OF INTEGRATING THE PRIMAL POLARITIES OF THE SOUL, SO THAT IT BECOMES BOTH A VEHICLE OR VESSEL FOR THE SPIRIT AND THE MASTER AND MOULDER OF THE PHYSICAL REALM. IN ILLUSTRATION 1, WE HAVE A PICTURE OF MAN'S INNER SOUL WORLD. IN THE LOWER PART OF THE SOUL WE SEE A TRIPLE FOUNTAIN WHICH POURS FORTH THE THREEFOLD SOUL-SUBSTANCE - THE VIRGIN'S MILK (THE FEMININE RECEPTIVE LUNAR FORCES IN THE SOUL), THE SPRING OF VINEGAR (THE MASCULINE SHARP, PENETRATING SOLAR FORCES IN THE SOUL) AND THE AQUA VITAE, THE WATER OF LIFE (THE INNER SOURCE OF SOUL ENERGIES). THESE THREE STREAMS POUR FORTH FROM THE HEAD OF THE FOUNTAIN, AT THE CENTRAL POINT OF THE SOUL, AND STREAM DOWN MERGING TOGETHER IN THE BASIN AT THE LOWEST PART OF THE SOUL. THIS VESSEL CONTAINS THE PRIMAL SUBSTANCE OF THE SOUL FORCES, THE INNER MERCURY, THE MERCURY OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, THAT IS ONE AND YET IS COMPOSED OF THESE THREE STREAMS. THUS, WE HAVE HERE A PICTURE OF THE UNINTEGRATED SOUL REALM OF MAN. THE THREE STREAMS POUR DOWN FROM THE HEART CENTRE INTO THE LOWER SOUL WORLD, BUT ARE CUT OFF FROM A BALANCED DIRECT CONNECTION WITH THE UPPER SOUL, THE REALM OF THE SOUL THAT CAN TOUCH UPON THE SPIRITUAL. THE ONLY CONNECTION WITH THIS UPPER SOUL INITIALLY IS THROUGH THE UNINTEGRATED POLARITY OF THE LUNAR AND SOLAR STREAMS WITHIN THE SOUL. THE TASK OF THE ALCHEMIST WORKING THROUGH THIS ROSARIUM PROCESS, IS FIRSTLY TO RECOGNIZE THE ELEMENTS OF THE PRIMAL MATERIAL, THE LUNAR AND SOLAR STREAMS, AND THE INNER MERCURY OF THE SOUL FORCES, THEN BEGIN TO WORK WITH THESE THROUGH MEDITATIONS, BRINGING THEM INTO A NEW SYNTHESIS AND MAKING THESE INNER FORCES A VEHICLE BOTH FOR THE EXPERIENCE OF THE SPIRIT AND THE MASTERY OF THE PHYSICAL WORLD. THUS, IN ILLUSTRATION 2, THERE IS PICTURED A PERSONIFICATION AS KING AND QUEEN OF THESE SOLAR AND LUNAR FORCES. THE SUN KING AND MOON QUEEN, HAVE TO BE RECOGNIZED BY THE ALCHEMIST AS ARCHETYPAL POLARITIES WITHIN HIS SOUL AND THEY MUST BE BROUGHT INTO A NEW RELATIONSHIP. THESE POLARITIES MEET AND TOUCH, THOUGH AT THIS INITIAL STAGE, THEIR ENCOUNTER IS VERY RESTRAINED AND DISTANT. AS JUNG POINTS OUT IN HIS COMMENTARY TO THESE ILLUSTRATIONS, THEY GIVE EACH OTHER THEIR LEFT HANDS IN UNION. THE LEFT (SINISTER) BEING THE DARK OR UNCONSCIOUS SIDE OF THEIR BEING. THUS, THEY ARE UNITED IN THE UNCONSCIOUS ASPECT, IN THE DEPTHS OF THE LOWER SOUL. THEIR RIGHT HANDS, THE MORE CONSCIOUS SIDE OF THEIR BEING, PROFFER TWO-BLOSSOMED FLOWERS TO EACH OTHER, AND THIS MEETING IN CONSCIOUSNESS IS THUS MORE RESTRAINED AND DISTANT. HOWEVER, FROM ABOVE, FROM THE HIGHER SPIRITUAL REALM INDICATED BY THE STAR, A BIRD DESCENDS BEARING A FURTHER TWO-BLOSSOMED FLOWER AND BRINGS A STRONGER UNITY INTO THE PICTURE. THUS, EVEN AT THE BEGINNING OF THE WORK, THE ALCHEMIST WILL HAVE HELP FROM THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. AS HE TENTATIVELY BEGINS THE TASK OF UNITING THE INNER POLARITIES, SPIRITUAL HELP WILL DESCEND TO HIM AS A GIFT, A SPIRITUAL GRACE. FOR THE INDIVIDUAL ALCHEMIST THIS WILL POSSIBLY TAKE THE FORM OF PERCEPTIONS, PERHAPS INSPIRATIONAL DREAMS, AND POSITIVE REALIZATIONS THAT GIVE HIM AN INNER SECURITY, A SURENESS THAT HE IS ON THE RIGHT PATH. IN ILLUSTRATION 3, THE PROCESS MOVES ONE STAGE FURTHER. THE COURT CLOTHES OF THE KING AND THE QUEEN, THE VEILS OF CONSCIOUSNESS, HAVE BEEN TAKEN OFF, AND THE TWO PARTICIPATING FORCES OR ARCHETYPES IN THE SOUL (JUNG CALLED THESE THE ANIMUS AND ANIMA) CAN FOR THE FIRST TIME SEE EACH OTHER CLEARLY. AT THIS STAGE THEIR GESTURE CHANGES AND THEY GRASP EACH OTHER'S PROFFERED BRANCH (WHICH NOW IS SINGLE BLOSSOMED). THE SOLAR KING HOLDS OUT HIS BRANCH IN HIS RIGHT HAND AND THIS IS GRASPED BY THE RIGHT HAND OF THE QUEEN, WHILE HER BRANCH PROFFERED BY HER LEFT HAND IS RECEIVED BY THE LEFT HAND OF THE KING, AND FROM ABOVE THE DOVE STILL BEARS ITS UNIFYING BRANCH. THE SCROLL ABOVE THE SUN KING STATES, "O LUNA, LET ME BE THY HUSBAND", WHILE LUNA SAYS, "O SOL, I MUST SUBMIT TO THEE", AND THE DOVE BEARS THE INSCRIPTION, "IT IS THE SPIRIT WHICH VIVIFIES". THE TWO ARCHETYPAL FACETS OF THE SOUL ARE HERE PROFFERING TO EACH OTHER, IN THE FORM OF FLOWERS, AN ASPECT OF THEIR FORCES. WE HAVE NOW REACHED THE STAGE WHERE THE PRIMAL ARCHETYPAL ENERGIES WITHIN THE SOUL OF THE ALCHEMIST (THE ANIMUS - ANIMA) HAVE BEEN POLARIZED THEN BROUGHT THROUGH HIS INNER WORK INTO A KIND OF RELATIONSHIP NECESSARY FOR THE REAL TASK OF THE INTEGRATION PROCESS TO COMMENCE. WE NOW SEE THE BEGINNING OF THE MEETING AND TRANSMUTATION OF THESE FORCES ONE INTO ANOTHER. THIS TAKES PLACE THROUGH TWO CYCLES OF TRANSFORMATION INVOLVING SEVEN STAGES (COMPARE WITH 'THE CROWNING OF NATURE' AND THE 'SPLENDOR SOLIS'). THE FIRST, PICTURED THROUGH ILLUSTRATIONS 4 - 10 GIVES RISE TO THE WHITE STONE, THE INNER MASTERY OF THE LUNAR FORCES, WHILE THE SECOND SEEN IN ILLUSTRATIONS 11 - 17, PRODUCES THE INNER MASTERY OF THE SOLAR FORCES IN THE SOUL, IN THE PREPARATION OF THE RED STONE. EACH OF THESE PROCESSES HAS THE SAME ARCHETYPAL FORM, AS IS PARALLELED IN THE ILLUSTRATIONS. THESE SEVEN STAGES CAN BE ANALYZED AS FOLLOWS:  
1 AN ENTRY INTO THE VESSEL OF TRANSFORMATION,
2 A CONJUNCTION OF THE TWO PRIMAL ARCHETYPAL FORCES,
3 THEIR MERGING INTO AN HERMAPHRODITE IN A DEATH OR NIGREDO STAGE, 
4 THE EXTRACTION OR ASCENT OF ONE FACET OF THE SOUL INTO THE SPIRITUAL REALM, 
5 THE DESCENT OF A SPIRITUAL DEW OR ESSENCE FROM ABOVE,
6 THE RETURN OF THE EXTRACTED SOUL FORCES, 
7 THE FINAL FORMATION OF THE STONE PICTURED AS THE RESURRECTION OF THE HERMAPHRODITE. 

THE OPENING TWO STAGES OF EACH OF THESE PROCESSES ARE PREPARATIONS, AND WE SEE THAT THERE IS A REVERSAL OF THE ORDER BETWEEN THAT OF THE FIRST CYCLE (ILLUSTRATION 4 BEING THE DESCENT INTO THE VESSEL AND 5 THE CONJUNCTION), AND THAT OF THE SECOND CYCLE (ILLUSTRATION 11 BEING THE CONJUNCTION AND 12 THE DESCENT INTO THE NEW RECTANGULAR VESSEL). THE FURTHER FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS OF EACH CYCLE PIVOT AROUND THE CENTRAL EXPERIENCE OF THE DESCENT OF THE SPIRITUAL DEW FROM ABOVE (ILLUSTRATION 8 FOR THE WHITE TINCTURE, AND 15 FOR THE RED), AND THE OTHER FOUR ILLUSTRATIONS IN EACH CYCLE RELATE IN FORM TO EACH OTHER. THUS, WE HAVE THE SKELETON FRAMEWORK OF THIS ONGOING PROCESS. NOW WE WILL LOOK AT EACH STAGE IN SOME ACCURATE DETAIL.
THE WHITE TINCTURE
IN ILLUSTRATION 4, THE KING AND QUEEN, STILL MAINTAINING THEIR MUTUAL GESTURE OF UNITING THEIR FORCES THROUGH THE AID OF THE SPIRIT, DESCEND INTO THE WATERY VESSEL. THIS IS THE REALM OF THE UNCONSCIOUS, THE INNER EVER-FLOWING MERCURY OF THE SOUL, THAT WE MET IN THE FIRST WOODCUT OF THE MERCURIAL FOUNTAIN. THE HIGHER ARCHETYPAL FORCES WITHIN THE SOUL HAVE ENTERED INTO THE VAST DARK SEA OF THE UNCONSCIOUS REALM OF THE INNER SOUL LIFE. THIS VESSEL IS HERE HEXAGONAL, AS THE TRIPLICITY OF SPIRIT, SUN AND MOON IS STILL WORKING WITHIN THIS EXPERIENCE. IN THE FOLLOWING ILLUSTRATION, NUMBER 5, WE SEE THE FIRST CONJUNCTION, THE COITUS OR INNER UNION OF THE MALE AND THE FEMALE FORCES OF THE SOUL. THEY MERGE TOGETHER IN SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, THE MAN UPPERMOST. IN THIS FIRST CYCLE OF TRANSFORMATION, THE MALE FORCES ARE SPIRITUALLY ACTIVE WORKING UPON THE PASSIVE FEMALE FORCES, HOWEVER, AS WE SHALL SEE LATER, THE OPPOSITE WILL BE THE CASE IN THE SECOND TRANSFORMATION. THIS POINT WAS NOT NOTICED BY JUNG IN HIS COMMENTARY. THE SOLAR-MASCULINE AND LUNAR-FEMININE FORCES IN THE SOUL HAVE NOW UNITED TOGETHER IN THE MOST INTIMATE WAY POSSIBLE. THROUGH THIS UNION A HERMAPHRODITE BEING IS FORMED, AS WITH THE NEXT FIGURE, NUMBER 6, WHERE THE MASCULINE AND FEMININE SOUL FORCES FUSE INTO ONE BODY WITH TWO HEADS. AFTER THIS PRIMAL FUSION AND EXCHANGE OF ENERGIES WITHIN THE SOUL ARCHETYPES, AN INNER DARKNESS, A NIGREDO OR PUTREFACTION OCCURS. THIS TAKES THE FORM OF A DESCENT OF THE COMPLEX OF INTERCONNECTED MALE AND FEMALE ENERGIES INTO THE DARK UNCONSCIOUS SPHERE OF THE SOUL. WE NOTE HERE THAT THIS UNION OF THE MALE AND FEMALE ENERGIES PRODUCES THE HERMAPHRODITE, AND DOES NOT GIVE RISE TO THE CONCEPTION AND BIRTH OF A SEPARATE 'SOUL-CHILD' AS IN SOME OTHER VERSIONS OF THE ALCHEMICAL PROCESS. IN THE ROSARIUM PROCESS, THE UNION OF THESE TWO ENERGIES IS ENTIRELY CONTAINED WITHIN THE BEING OF THE OPERATOR, AND DOES NOT PRODUCE AN INDEPENDENT 'SOUL-CHILD'. IN THE NEXT ILLUSTRATION, NUMBER 7, THE EXTRACTION OR IMPREGNATION OF THE SOUL, A MASCULINE SOUL ELEMENT SEPARATES FROM THE DYING HERMAPHRODITE, AND RISES UPWARDS IN THE SOUL TOWARDS THE REALM OF THE SPIRIT, AS INDICATED BY THE CLOUDS ABOVE. THROUGH THIS ACTIVE PENETRATION OF THE INNER FEMININE BY THE MASCULINE POLARITY OF THE SOUL, THIS ASPECT OF THE INNER LIFE HAS ACHIEVED A CERTAIN ABILITY TO ASCEND WITHIN THE INNER WORLD TO THE REALM OF THE SPIRIT. THE HERMAPHRODITE-BODY LEFT BELOW AS THE HUSK OF THE UNION OF THE MALE AND FEMALE CURRENTS, AND BEING ABANDONED BY THE MASCULINE SOUL FORCES, IS NOW IN ESSENCE THE VEHICLE FOR THE NAKED FEMALE FORCES OF THE SOUL IN AN ENTIRELY UNCONSCIOUS PASSIVE FORM. THIS IS THE TURNING POINT OF THIS SEVENFOLD CYCLE OF TRANSFORMATION. IN ILLUSTRATION NUMBER 8, A DEW DESCENDS FROM THE SPIRITUAL CLOUDS UPON THE INERT CORPSE OF THE FEMALE FORCES. THIS RESULTS IN A SPIRITUALIZATION OF THE FEMININE LUNAR ELEMENT OF THE SOUL, THROUGH A WASHING OR PURIFICATION OF THIS ASPECT OF THE SOUL FORCES LYING IN THE UNCONSCIOUSNESS. THE HERMAPHRODITE NEEDS TO BE CLEANSED BOTH BY THE WATERS OF THE SEA OF THE UNCONSCIOUS AND BY THE HIGHER CONSCIOUS SPIRITUAL RAIN. THIS IS THE ABLUTION OR PURIFICATION. WHEN THIS STAGE HAS TAKEN PLACE, THE MALE FACET OF THE SOUL RETURNS FROM ITS SOJOURN IN THE HIGHER SPHERES AND REUNITES WITH THE HERMAPHRODITE HUSK. THIS PROCESS IS ALSO PICTURED AT THE BASE OF THE VESSEL, AS WE SEE A BIRD ABOVE GROUND MEETING WITH A BIRD BURIED IN THE EARTH. THIS IS THE 'ORTUS', THE RISING OR DAWNING OF NEW CONSCIOUSNESS, THE JUBILATION OR SUBLIMATION OF THE SOUL FORCES. NEW LIFE RETURNS TO THE FEMININE LUNAR ELEMENT OF THE SOUL, WHICH HAVING BEEN THROUGH THIS INNER DEATH PROCESS, THIS DESCENT INTO THE PRIMAL DARKNESS OF THE UNCONSCIOUS, HAS GAINED A KIND OF VICTORY OVER THE DEATH FORCES WORKING IN THE UNSTRUCTURED SOUL FORCES. THUS, THE SOUL GAINS A MASTERY OVER THE LUNAR ELEMENT WITHIN ITS BEING. THIS IS THE INNER EXPERIENCE OF THE WHITE STONE, THE INNER FOUNDATION IN THE SOUL FOR CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE POTENTIALITIES WORKING IN THIS LUNAR- FEMININE ELEMENT WHICH LIES WITHIN US ALL, AND IT IS PICTURED IN THE LAST ILLUSTRATION FROM THIS SEVENFOLD DEVELOPMENT, NUMBER 10, WHICH SHOWS US THE HERMAPHRODITE OF THE SOUL NOW REBORN FROM ITS TOMB, WINGED (INDICATING ITS SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT), AND STANDING UPON THE CRESCENT OF THE MOON (SIGNIFYING MASTERY OF THE LUNAR FORCES) WHICH IS FURTHER EMPHASIZED BY THE APPEARANCE OF THE MOON TREE. 
THE RED STONE
NOW THAT THE ALCHEMIST BEARS WITHIN HIS BEING THE WHITE TINCTURE, THE MASTERY OF THE LUNAR FORCES, THE TIME HAS COME FOR HIM TO EMBARK UPON THE PREPARATION OF THE RED STONE. AS THE WHITE STONE WAS PREPARED BY AN ACTIVE WORKING OF THE MALE SOLAR FORCES UPON THE FEMALE FORCES IN A STATE OF PASSIVITY, IN THE TOMB OF THE UNCONSCIOUS, SO NOW IT IS THE TURN OF THE MASCULINE SIDE OF THE SOUL TO ENTER THE DARKNESS, THROUGH THE ACTIVE WORK OF THE FEMALE LUNAR FORCES WITHIN THE ALCHEMIST'S BEING. THUS, IT IS IN ILLUSTRATION 11, WE SEE AGAIN THE CONJUNCTION - THE COITUS OF THE TWO SOUL FACETS. THIS IS CALLED THE FERMENTATION DISTINGUISHING IT FROM THE CONJUNCTION OF THE WHITE PHASE. THIS TIME THE FEMALE FORCES ARE ACTIVE, AND IN THEIR [SEXLESS] INTERCOURSE IT IS THE WOMAN WHO LIES ON TOP OF THE MAN. THE FIGURES ARE ALSO WINGED, INDICATING THE DEGREE OF SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT THAT HAS OCCURRED DURING THE FIRST CYCLE OF TRANSFORMATION WHICH RESULTED WITH ILLUSTRATION 10 IN THE WINGED HERMAPHRODITE. THE MALE SOLAR FORCES OF THE SOUL ENTER NOW INTO THE DARKNESS OF THE UNCONSCIOUS REALM WITHIN, AS WE SEE IN THE FOLLOWING ILLUSTRATION, NUMBER 12, THE ILLUMINATION, IN WHICH A WINGED SOLAR DISC DESCENDS INTO THE VESSEL OF TRANSFORMATION THAT CONTAINS THE LIVING MERCURY, THE EVER-MOBILE FLOWING ENERGIES OF THE UNCONSCIOUS. AS THE TEXT INDICATES, "HERE SOL DIES AGAIN AND IS DROWNED WITH THE MERCURY OF THE PHILOSOPHERS." IN ILLUSTRATION 13, THE TWO FACETS OF THE SOUL HAVE AGAIN FUSED INTO THE HERMAPHRODITE WHICH IS RESTING WITHIN THE DARK GRAVE LIKE REALM OF THE UNCONSCIOUS. THE HERMAPHRODITE IS WINGED, AND THUS STILL BEARS THE SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT FROM THE PREVIOUS CYCLE OF TRANSMUTATIONS, HOWEVER, THIS TOO MUST BE CAST OFF IF THE SOLAR TRANSMUTATION IS TO TAKE PLACE. THIS WE SEE IN THE FOLLOWING ILLUSTRATION 14, THE TURNING POINT OF THIS CYCLE, WHERE THE NOW WINGLESS HERMAPHRODITE ALSO GIVES UP THE FEMALE SIDE OF ITS FORCES, WHICH SOARS UP INTO THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, LEAVING THE MALE ASPECT BOUND TO THE HUSK OF THE HERMAPHRODITE BODY. THIS IS THE FIXATION OF THESE FORCES IN THE UNCONSCIOUS REALM. THEN, AS WITH THE PREVIOUS CYCLE, A DEW DESCENDS FROM THE SPIRITUAL REALM ABOVE UPON THE CORPSE-LIKE HERMAPHRODITE, IN THE MULTIPLICATION OF ILLUSTRATION 15, AND THE MALE SOLAR FORCES OF THE SOUL ARE PURIFIED AND WASHED BY THIS GENTLE RAIN OF THE SPIRIT. THIS DONE, THE FEMALE SOUL ELEMENT IS FREE NOW TO RETURN FROM HER JOURNEY TO THE HIGHER SPIRITUAL REALM OF THE SOUL, AND REJOIN AND REVIVIFY THE HERMAPHRODITE FIGURE IN THE LOWER SOUL, AS IS PICTURED IN ILLUSTRATION 16. THEN THE ROUND OF THIS SECOND CYCLE OF TRANSFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND THE HERMAPHRODITE ARISES IN ILLUSTRATION 17, DISPLAYING THE PERFECTION OF THE RED STONE. ON THE LEFT OF THE HERMAPHRODITE WE SEE THE SUN TREE, WHILE ON THE RIGHT, THE PELICAN IN ITS PIETY GESTURE, NOURISHING ITS YOUNG ON THE BLOOD FROM ITS OWN BREAST, IS A SYMBOL OF THE RED TINCTURE. BEHIND, IS A LION, ANOTHER SOLAR SYMBOL, AND THE HERMAPHRODITE STANDS UPON A MOUND BELOW WHICH IS A TRIPLE-HEADED SERPENT, EACH HEAD OF WHICH IS MUTUALLY FEEDING UPON THE OTHERS. THIS SYMBOLIZES THAT THE SPIRIT, SOUL AND BODY ARE BECOMING UNITED AND PENETRATE EACH OTHER, THOUGH THIS BEING STILL POLARIZED IN THE FORM OF THE SERPENT (THE HEAD AND TAIL POLARITY), INDICATES THAT FINAL HARMONIZATION OF THESE REALMS IS YET TO BE ACHIEVED. 
THE END OF THE WORK
THUS THE ALCHEMIST HAS GAINED INNER MASTERY OVER THE LUNAR AND SOLAR CURRENTS OF HIS SOUL, THE FEMININE AND MASCULINE FORCES WITHIN HIS BEING, THE YIN AND THE YANG, THE IDA AND PINGALA NADI'S OF TANTRICISM, AND IS NO LONGER UNCONSCIOUSLY MOVED AND SWAYED BY THE EXTERNAL ARCHETYPES OF KING AND QUEEN, BUT NOW BEARS THESE WITHIN HIS BEING AS A CONSCIOUS RESOURCE OF THE SOUL, ENERGIES THAT HE CAN TAP AND USE AS HE WILLS. WITH THIS STAGE, THE ALCHEMIST HAS ACHIEVED AN EXPERIENCE OF THE WHITE STONE, THE INNER FOUNDATION FOR WORKING CONSCIOUSLY WITH THE LUNAR FORCES OF HIS BEING, AND HE HAS ALSO GAINED THE RED STONE, THE INNER GROUND UPON WHICH HE CAN SOLIDLY BEGIN TO WORK WITH THE SOLAR FORCES OF HIS BEING. HE THUS STANDS UPON THE THRESHOLD OF A HIGHER AND DEEPER EXPERIENCE OF HIS BEING. HOWEVER, THESE TWO SOUL TINCTURES OR STONES, FOUNDATIONS UPON WHICH HE CAN SOLIDLY STAND IN HIS INNER ENCOUNTER WITH THE TWO FORCE STREAMS OF HIS SOUL, DO NOT INCORPORATE THE INNER MERCURY, THE LIVING AND FLOWING ENERGIES OF THE SOUL, THAT WE PICTURE TODAY AS THE UNCONSCIOUS, THE MYSTERIOUS DARK INNER SOURCE OF THE SOUL FORCES. THE BEING OF THE ALCHEMIST DURING THE HERMAPHRODITE STAGES HAS DIPPED INTO THIS WELL OF HIS BEING, BUT HAS NEVER ENTIRELY PENETRATED DEEP INTO ITS MYSTERY. HOWEVER, THIS EXPERIENCE IS NECESSARY FOR THE COMPLETE INNER DEVELOPMENT OF THE ALCHEMIST, AND IT IS PICTURED IN ILLUSTRATION 18 AS THE GREEN LION DEVOURING THE SUN. THE SUN HERE REPRESENTS ALL THAT THE ALCHEMIST HAS SO DILIGENTLY WON FOR HIS CONSCIOUSNESS, THROUGH WORKING THIS PROCESS OF INNER DEVELOPMENT. THE GREEN LION IS THE DEVOURING, DISSOLVING ASPECT OF THE UNCONSCIOUSNESS. (THE ALCHEMISTS DREW HERE AN ANALOGY WITH AQUA REGIA, THE GREENISH TINGED ACID THAT ALONE COULD DISSOLVE METALLIC GOLD.) THE ALCHEMIST MUST BE PREPARED TO MAKE THIS SACRIFICE OF HIS CONSCIOUS ACHIEVEMENTS TO THE DARK WELL OF HIS UNCONSCIOUS BEING, IF HE IS TO FURTHER THE PROCESS OF INTEGRATION, FOR ONLY IN THIS WAY CAN HE FULLY ENCOMPASS THIS REALM AND UNITE THE THREE STREAMS THAT POUR FROM THE FOUNTAIN INTO THE VESSEL OF THE LOWER SOUL (ILLUSTRATION 1). A SIMILAR INNER TASK MUST BE UNDERTAKEN WITH REGARD TO THE UPPER SOUL REALM, AND THIS IS PORTRAYED IN THE PENULTIMATE ILLUSTRATION, WHERE WE SEE THE BEING OF THE ALCHEMIST RECEIVING A CROWN FROM THE UPPER THREE STREAMS OF THE FATHER ASPECT (BODY), THE SON-CHRIST (SOUL) AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. THE ALCHEMIST MUST AGAIN MAKE AN EGO SACRIFICE THIS TIME IN RESPECT TO HIS UPPER SOUL. HE MUST BE PREPARED HERE TO RECEIVE THE BLESSING OF THIS SPIRIT THAT POURS INTO HIS UPPER SOUL AND RECOGNIZE THAT THE SOURCE LIES OUTSIDE HIS BEING. IF HE WERE AT THIS STAGE TO IDENTIFY HIS SELF WITH THIS STREAM OF SPIRIT, HE WOULD BE OVERWHELMED WITH EGOISM. THE ALCHEMIST THUS EXPERIENCED THROUGH THE SACRIFICIAL GESTURES TOWARDS HIS LOWER AND UPPER SOUL (FIGURES 18 AND 19), THE TRUE SPIRITUAL EGO THAT RESIDES WITHIN HIS BEING, AND WHICH RECEIVES ITS ESSENTIAL FOUNDATION FROM THE UNITING OF THE BODY, SOUL AND SPIRIT FACETS IN BOTH THE UPPER AND LOWER SOUL REALMS. SO, WITH THE FINAL ILLUSTRATION, THE ALCHEMIST IS SEEN HAVING ACHIEVED A KIND OF RESURRECTION WHICH IS PARALLELED WITH THAT OF CHRIST. IN THE GREEN LION STAGE, HE DESCENDED DEEP INTO THE DARK INNER MYSTERIES OF HIS SOUL, AS CHRIST DESCENDED INTO HELL, BUT HAS RETURNED WITH RENEWED ENERGIES IN A RESURRECTION BODY BEARING THE MYSTERY OF THE UPPER TRINITY. THIS IS THE TRUE TRANSMUTATION. THOSE WHO HAVE GONE THROUGH THIS EXPERIENCE ARE FUNDAMENTALLY CHANGED, HAVING UNDERGONE A SELF INITIATION THAT PARALLELS THE INNER EXPERIENCES THAT WERE GAINED THROUGH INITIATION INTO THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES OF GREECE, EGYPT OR BRITAIN. THE SERIES OF ILLUSTRATIONS IN THE ROSARIUM OUTLINES A PROCESS FOR THE INNER CONSCIOUS ENCOUNTER, SEPARATION, PURIFICATION, RE-CONJUNCTION AND HARMONIZATION OF THE MALE AND FEMALE FACETS OF THE SOUL, AND WORKING THROUGH SUCH A PROCESS BRINGS ABOUT AN INITIATION OF THE ALCHEMIST. THE VARIOUS BLOCKS TO THE FREE FLOW OF THESE INNER ENERGIES ARE THUS REMOVED AND THE ALCHEMIST IS ABLE TO EXPERIENCE LIFE MORE FULLY, HAVING BOTH A LIVING PERCEPTION OF THE SPIRITUAL AND THE ABILITY TO EXPRESS HIS BEING CREATIVELY IN HIS ENCOUNTER WITH THE PHYSICAL REALM. I HAVE DESCRIBED THE PROCESS ENTIRELY USING TERMS OF A SPIRITUAL ALCHEMY, FROM A PERSPECTIVE OUTSIDE OF THE VESSEL OF TRANSFORMATION. SUCH AN OVERVIEW IS NECESSARY FOR AN UNDERSTANDING OF THIS PROCESS BY OUR PRESENT-DAY CONSCIOUSNESS, HOWEVER, ONE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT THIS IS ONLY ONE LEVEL OF WORKING WITH THESE SYMBOLS. AT THE TIME WHEN THE ROSARIUM WAS PUBLISHED, IT WOULD NOT BE EXPERIENCED IN THIS WAY. RATHER EACH ILLUSTRATION WOULD BE TAKEN AS AN INDIVIDUAL MEDITATIVE EXERCISE TO BE WORKED THROUGH IN SEQUENCE. I HAVE NOT CHOSEN HERE TO DELINEATE SUCH MEDITATIVE EXERCISES IN DETAIL, BUT I TRUST THAT ENOUGH INDICATIONS HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO ALLOW THE READER TO WORK WITH THEM IN THIS WAY. BUILDING UP A MEDITATIVE WORKING WITH SUCH A SERIES WILL TAKE SOME MONTHS OF SUSTAINED EFFORT, BUT IF THIS TASK IS UNDERTAKEN, THE READER WILL TRULY ENCOUNTER THE ESSENCE OF THE ROSARIUM. AS I INDICATED IN MY COMMENTARY TO THE 'CROWNING OF NATURE', THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN A DEFINITE PHYSICAL ALCHEMICAL PROCESS IN WHICH THIS SOUL DEVELOPMENT ASPECT WAS EMBODIED. THE 'CROWNING OF NATURE' HAS AN EVEN MORE EXTENDED SERIES OF 67 ILLUSTRATIONS, AND IT BEARS A DEFINITE RELATIONSHIP TO THE ROSARIUM, IN THAT FOR EXAMPLE, THERE IS THE PREPARATION OF THE WHITE AND THE RED STONE THROUGH VARIOUS CYCLES OF TRANSFORMATION, ALTHOUGH THE 'CROWNING OF NATURE' WORKS THROUGH THE ELEMENTS AND THE ETHERS, WHILE THE ROSARIUM IS FOUNDED UPON THE POLARITIES OF SUN AND MOON, MASCULINE AND FEMININE. THIS PHYSICAL PROCESS WOULD BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE ALCHEMIST AND WOULD ACT AS AN ONGOING MEDITATIVE EXERCISE, EACH CHANGE WITHIN THE FLASK RELATING TO THE INNER TRANSFORMATION OF THE SOUL. THE TRANSFORMATIONS IN THE FLASK AND THOSE IN THE ALCHEMIST'S INNER LIFE WOULD BE LINKED 'SYNCHRONISTICALLY', MIRRORING EACH OTHER. THE SECRETS OF SUCH ALCHEMICAL EXPERIMENTS WERE OF COURSE CLOSELY GUARDED, AND IT IS DIFFICULT TO FIND DEFINITE CLEAR INSTRUCTIONS IN MANY TEXTS, HOWEVER, I FEEL SURE THAT IN TIME AND WITH PATIENT WORK, IT MAY BE POSSIBLE TO UNCOVER SOME OF THE SECRETS OF THESE PROCESSES. THE ROSARIUM CERTAINLY PROVIDES A KEY AND A STARTING POINT FOR SUCH INVESTIGATIONS. NOTE: ALL THESE TRUTHS THAT ARE MENTIONED IN THIS BOOK, WHEN WISELY APPLIED IN SUPREME TRUTHFUL INTELLIGENCE CAN EITHER MAKE A PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL EFFECT [PHYSICAL] OR A TRUE MIRACLE EFFECT [MENTAL, SPIRITUAL, PSYCHOLOGICAL & ETERNAL], WHICH THE LORD IS STILL IN THE WONDER-WORKING BUSINESS, & THE LORD, IF IT PLEASES HIM CAN CREATE CERTAIN FORMULAS, INGREDIENTS & CONCOCTIONS BY HIS TERRIBLE FINGER [LUKE 11:17-28] FOR ALL TO BENEFIT [EPHESIANS 4:6 & JAMES 1:17-18] FROM & ABSOLUTELY NOTHING IS TOO HARD FOR THE LORD & THERE IS A VERY GOOD REASON WHY THESE THINGS HAVE COME TO THE TRUE ECHALONS OF LIGHT & THE LORD DESIRES US TO LEAN ON HIM & TO KNOW THESE TRUTHS BECAUSE IT IS NO SMALL WONDER WHY THESE ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS HAVE SURVIVED OVER SEVERAL HUNDREDS OR THOUSANDS OF YEARS BECAUSE THIS IS IN-FACT THE PLAN & WORK OF THE LORD & IF SOMETHING DOES NOT COME FROM THE LORD, THE LORD STILL SOVEREIGNLY CONTROLS THAT POWER, ENTITY OR AUTHORITY [JOB 1-42] BY HIS OWN TIME-TABLE & THE LORD DOES NOT PLAY GAMES WITH ANYONE [JAMES 1:13-16; 3:13-18; 4:1-10 & 1ST PETER 5:5-11], BUT A LOT OF THE TRUTHS MUST BE RIGHTLY DIVIDED [2ND TIMOTHY 2:14-26], BECAUSE AT THE BEGINNING ALL THESE TRUTHS TOGETHER STARTS OFF AS BEING CLUSTERED-FUCKED UP [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23] IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE, BUT AS TRUTHFUL INTELLIGENCE EXCELS THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 TO THE INFINITE NUMBER [ROMANS 1:20 & ACTS 17:22-30] IN THE NEW UNIVERSE WILL EFFECTIVELY PLACE ALL THESE TRUTHS IN THEIR RIGHTFUL ORDERS & IN THEIR RIGHTFUL PLACES. FOR ALL TRUTH, WHICH ARE HOLY SCRIPTURES, INCLUDING THE ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS, THE GNOSTIC, THE GNOSIS, THE APOCRYPHA, THE APOCALYPSES & ALL THE OTHER HOLY TEXTS ARE INSPIRED BY THE LORD & WE MUST NOT TRY TO LIMIT THE LORD OR PLAY GOD BECAUSE IF THE LORD IS THE PRIMARY & DIRECT SOURCE, THEN ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE TO THOSE WHO KNOW THE TRUTH [ACTS 5:38-39] & IS NOT BIAS, UNBELIEVING, STRONG DELUSION OR PARTIAL IN TRUTH [1ST CORINTHIANS 2:6-16; 2ND THESSALONIANS 2:1-12 & 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10] IN ALL OF THE LORD’S INFALLIBLE INERRANT WORD [ROMANS 13:1-2], BUT BELIEVES ALL THINGS BE FAITH & ENDURES ALL THINGS IN FAITH OVER A SPAN OF MULTI-TRILLIONS OF YEARS, WHICH NOTHING IS LOST TRUTHFULLY, EXCEPT ETERNAL PERDITION, WHICH ARE TWO OF THE SPECIAL ATTRIBUTES OF UNFAILING OMNI-BENEVOLENCE IN 2ND TIMOTHY 3:15-17!  
GENERAL AND GNOSTIC CHRISTIANITY
THE EVOLUTION OF CATHOLIC CHRISTIANITY
THE HISTORICAL ORIGINS OF CHRISTIANITY ARE HIDDEN IN IMPENETRABLE OBSCURITY. OF THE ACTUAL HISTORY OF THE CANON THE FIRST HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY WE HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE. OF THE HISTORY OF THE NEXT HUNDRED YEARS ALSO WE HAVE FOR THE MOST PART TO RELY ON CONJECTURE. THE NOW UNIVERSALLY RECEIVED CANONICAL ACCOUNT WAS A SELECTION FROM A MASS OF TRADITION AND LEGEND; IT IS ONLY IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE SECOND CENTURY THAT THE IDEA OF A CANON OF THE NEW TESTAMENT MAKES ITS APPEARANCE, AND IS GRADUALLY DEVELOPED BY THE CHURCH OF ROME AND THE WESTERN FATHERS. THE EARLY ALEXANDRIAN THEOLOGIANS, SUCH AS CLEMENT, ARE STILL IGNORANT OF A PRECISE CANON. FOLLOWING ON THE LINES OF THE EARLIEST APOLOGISTS OF A SPECIAL VIEW OF CHRISTIANITY, SUCH. AS JUSTIN, AND USING THIS EVOLVING CANON AS THE SOLE TEST OF ORTHODOXY, IRENÆUS, TERTULLIAN AND HIPPOLYTUS, SUPPORTED BY THE ROMAN CHURCH, LAY THE FOUNDATIONS OF "CATHOLICITY," AND BEGIN TO RAISE THE FIRST COURSES OF THAT ENORMOUS EDIFICE OF DOGMA WHICH IS TO-DAY REGARDED AS THE ONLY AUTHENTIC VIEW OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. THE FIRST TWO CENTURIES, HOWEVER, INSTEAD OF CONFIRMING THE BOAST OF THE LATER ORTHODOX, "ONE CHURCH, ONE FAITH, ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE," ON THE CONTRARY PRESENT US WITH THE PICTURE OF MANY LINES OF EVOLUTION OF BELIEF, PRACTICE, AND ORGANISATION. THE STRUGGLE FOR LIFE WAS BEING FIERCELY WAGED, AND THOUGH THE "SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST" RESULTED AS USUAL, THERE WERE FREQUENT CRISES IN WHICH THE FINAL "FITTEST" IS HARDLY DISCERNIBLE AND AT TIMES DISAPPEARS FROM VIEW. THE GOSPELS. THE VIEW OF THE CHRISTIAN ORIGINS WHICH EVENTUALLY BECAME THE ORTHODOX TRADITION BASED ITSELF MAINLY UPON GOSPEL-DOCUMENTS COMPOSED, IN ALL PROBABILITY, SOME TIME IN THE REIGN OF HADRIAN (A.D. 117-138). THE SKELETON OF THREE OF THESE GOSPELS WAS PRESUMABLY A COLLECTION OF SAYINGS AND A NARRATIVE OF DOINGS IN THE FORM OF AN IDEAL LIFE, A SKETCH COMPOSED BY ONE OF THE "APOSTLES" OF THE INNER COMMUNITIES AND DESIGNED FOR PUBLIC CIRCULATION. ROUND THIS NUCLEUS THE COMPILERS OF THE THREE DOCUMENTS WOVE OTHER MATTER SELECTED FROM A VAST MASS OF MYTH, LEGEND, AND TRADITION; THEY WERE EVIDENTLY MEN OF GREAT PIETY, AND THEIR SELECTION OF MATERIAL PRODUCED NARRATIVES OF GREAT DIGNITY, AND CAST ASIDE MUCH IN CIRCULATION THAT WAS FOOLISH AND FANTASTIC, THE REMAINS OF WHICH WE HAVE STILL PRESERVED IN SOME OF THE APOCRYPHAL GOSPELS. THE WRITER OF THE FOURTH DOCUMENT WAS A NATURAL MYSTIC WHO ADORNED HIS ACCOUNT WITH A BEAUTY OF CONCEPTION AND A CHARM OF FEELING THAT REFLECT THE HIGHEST INSPIRATION. AT THE SAME TIME THE CANONICAL SELECTION MOST FORTUNATELY PRESERVED FOR US DOCUMENTS OF FAR GREATER HISTORIC VALUE. IN THE LETTERS OF PAUL, THE MAJORITY OF WHICH ARE IN THE MAIN, I BELIEVE, AUTHENTIC, WE HAVE THE EARLIEST THE LETTERS OF PAUL. HISTORIC RECORDS OF CHRISTIANITY WHICH WE POSSESS. THE PAULINE LETTERS DATE BACK TO THE MIDDLE OF THE FIRST CENTURY, AND ARE THE TRUE POINT OF DEPARTURE FOR ANY REALLY HISTORIC RESEARCH INTO THE ORIGINS. ON READING THESE LETTERS IT IS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO PERSUADE OURSELVES THAT PAUL WAS ACQUAINTED WITH THE STATEMENTS OF THE LATER HISTORICIZED ACCOUNT OF THE FOUR CANONICAL GOSPELS; ALL HIS CONCEPTIONS BREATHE A TOTALLY DIFFERENT ATMOSPHERE. INSTEAD OF PREACHING THE JESUS OF THE HISTORICIZED GOSPELS, HE PREACHES THE DOCTRINE OF THE MYSTIC CHRIST. HE NOT ONLY SEEMS TO BE IGNORANT OF THE DOINGS BUT EVEN OF THE SAYINGS IN ANY FORM KNOWN TO US; NEVERTHELESS, IT IS ALMOST CERTAIN THAT SOME COLLECTION OF SAYINGS MUST HAVE EXISTED AND BEEN USED BY THE FOLLOWERS OF THE PUBLIC TEACHING IN HIS TIME. THOUGH INNUMERABLE OPPORTUNITIES OCCUR IN HIS WRITINGS FOR REFERENCE TO THE CANONICAL SAYINGS AND DOINGS, WHEREBY THE POWER OF HIS EXHORTATIONS WOULD HAVE BEEN ENORMOUSLY INCREASED, HE ABSTAINS FROM MAKING ANY. ON THE OTHER HAND, WE FIND HIS LETTERS REPLETE WITH CONCEPTIONS AND TECHNICAL TERMS WHICH RECEIVE NO EXPLANATION IN THE TRADITIONS OF GENERAL CHRISTIANITY, BUT ARE FUNDAMENTAL WITH THE HANDERS-ON OF THE GNOSIS. THE PICTURE WHICH THE LETTERS OF PAUL GIVE US OF THE ACTUAL STATE OF AFFAIRS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FIRST CENTURY IS THAT OF AN INDEPENDENT PROPAGANDIST, WITH HIS OWN ILLUMINATION, IN CONTACT WITH THE IDEAS OF AN INNER SCHOOL ON THE ONE HAND, AND WITH OUTER COMMUNITIES OF VARIOUS KINDS ON THE OTHER. WHATEVER THE INNER SCHOOLS MAY HAVE BEEN, THE OUTER COMMUNITIES AMONG WHICH PAUL LABOURED WERE JEWISH, SYNAGOGUES OF THE ORTHODOX JEWS, SYNAGOGUES OF THE OUTER COMMUNITIES OF THE ESSENES, COMMUNITIES WHICH HAD RECEIVED SOME TRADITION OF THE PUBLIC TEACHING OF JESUS AS WELL, AND UNDERSTOOD OR MISUNDERSTOOD IT AS THE CASE MAY HAVE BEEN. THE GENTILISATION OF CHRISTIANITY. PAUL'S MISSION WAS TO BREAK DOWN JEWISH EXCLUSIVENESS AND PIONEER THE WAY FOR THE GENTILIZATION OF CHRISTIANITY. THE CENTURY WHICH FOLLOWED THIS PROPAGANDA OF PAUL (50-150) IS, ACCORDING TO HARNACK, CHARACTERISED BY THE FOLLOWING FEATURES: (I) THE RAPID DISAPPEARANCE OF JEWISH (THAT IS TO SAY, PRIMITIVE AND ORIGINAL) [POPULAR] CHRISTIANITY. (II) EVERY MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE RECEIVED THE "SPIRIT OF GOD"; THE TEACHING WAS "CHARISMATIC," THAT IS TO SAY, OF THE NATURE OF "SPIRITUAL GIFTS." (III) THE EXPECTATION OF THE APPROACHING END OF THE AGE, AND THE REIGN OF CHRIST ON EARTH FOR A THOUSAND YEARS--"CHILIASM"--WAS IN UNIVERSAL FAVOUR. (IV) CHRISTIANITY WAS A MODE OF LIFE, NOT A DOGMA. (V) THERE WERE NO FIXED DOCTRINAL FORMS, AND ACCORDINGLY THE GREATEST FREEDOM IN CHRISTIAN PREACHING. (VI) THE SAYINGS OF THE LORD AND THE OLD TESTAMENT WERE NOT AS YET ABSOLUTE AUTHORITIES; THE "SPIRIT" COULD SET THEM ASIDE. (VII) THERE WAS NO FIXED POLITICAL UNION OF THE CHURCHES; EACH COMMUNITY WAS INDEPENDENT. (VIII) THIS PERIOD GAVE RISE TO "A QUITE UNIQUE LITERATURE, IN WHICH WERE MANUFACTURED FACTS FOR THE PAST AND FOR THE FUTURE, AND WHICH DID NOT SUBMIT TO THE USUAL LITERARY RULES AND FORMS, BUT CAME FORWARD WITH THE LOFTIEST PRETENSIONS." (IX) PARTICULAR SAYINGS AND ARGUMENTS OF ASSUMED "APOSTOLIC TEACHERS" WERE BROUGHT FORWARD AS BEING OF GREAT AUTHORITY. AT THE SAME TIME, BESIDES THIS GENTILIZING TENDENCY, WHICH WAS ALWAYS REALLY SUBORDINATED TO THE JEWISH ORIGINAL IMPULSE, THOUGH FLATTERING ITSELF THAT IT HAD ENTIRELY SHAKEN OFF THE FETTERS OF THE "CIRCUMCISION," THERE WAS A TRULY UNIVERSALIZING TENDENCY AT WORK IN THE BACKGROUND; AND IT IS THIS ENDEAVOUR TO UNIVERSALIZE CHRISTIANITY WHICH IS THE GRAND INSPIRATION UNDERLYING THE BEST OF THE GNOSTIC EFFORTS WE HAVE TO REVIEW. BUT THIS UNIVERSALIZING DOES NOT BELONG TO THE LINE OF THE ORIGINS ALONG WHICH GENERAL CHRISTIANITY SUBSEQUENTLY TRACED ITS DESCENT.
THE EBIONITES
THE NAZORÆANS. EPIPHANIUS WOULD HAVE IT THAT THE CHRISTIANS WERE FIRST CALLED IESSÆI, AND SAYS THEY ARE MENTIONED UNDER THIS NAME IN THE WRITINGS OF PHILO. THE FOLLOWERS OF THE EARLIEST CONVERTS OF JESUS ARE ALSO SAID TO HAVE BEEN CALLED NAZORÆI. EVEN TOWARDS THE END OF THE FOURTH CENTURY THE NAZORÆANS WERE STILL FOUND SCATTERED THROUGHOUT CŒLE-SYRIA, DECAPOLIS, PELLA (WHITHER THEY FLED AT THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM), THE REGION BEYOND JORDAN, AND FAR AWAY TO MESOPOTAMIA. THEIR COLLECTION OF THE LOGOI WAS CALLED THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS, AND DIFFERED GREATLY FROM THE SYNOPTIC ACCOUNTS OF THE CANON. EVEN TO THIS DAY A REMNANT OF THE NAZORÆANS IS SAID BY SOME TO SURVIVE IN THE MANDAÏTES, A STRANGE SECT DWELLING IN THE MARSHES OF SOUTHERN BABYLONIA, BUT THEIR CURIOUS SCRIPTURE, THE BOOK OF ADAM, AS PRESERVED IN THE CODEX NASARÆUS, BEARS NO RESEMBLANCE WHATEVER TO THE KNOWN FRAGMENTS OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS, THOUGH SOME OF THEIR RITES ARE VERY SIMILAR TO THE RITES OF SOME COMMUNITIES OF THE "RIGHTEOUS" REFERRED TO IN THAT STRANGE JEWISH PSEUDEPIGRAPH THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES. WHO THE ORIGINAL IESSÆANS OR NAZORÆANS WERE, IS WRAPPED IN THE GREATEST OBSCURITY; UNDER ANOTHER OF THEIR DESIGNATIONS, HOWEVER, THE EBIONITES OR "POOR MEN," WE CAN OBTAIN SOME FURTHER INFORMATION. THESE EARLY OUTER FOLLOWERS OF JESUS WERE FINALLY OSTRACIZED FROM THE ORTHODOX FOLD, AND SO COMPLETELY WERE THEIR ORIGIN AND HISTORY OBSCURED BY THE SUBSEQUENT INDUSTRY OF HERESY-HUNTERS, THAT WE FINALLY FIND THEM FATHERED ON A CERTAIN EBION, WHO IS AS NON-EXISTENT AS SEVERAL OTHER HERETICS, SUCH AS EPIPHANES, KOLARBASUS AND ELKESAI, WHO WERE INVENTED BY THE ZEAL AND IGNORANCE OF FOURTH-CENTURY HÆRESIOLOGISTS AND "HISTORIANS." EPIPHANES IS THE LATER PERSONIFICATION OF AN UNNAMED "DISTINGUISHED" (EPIPHANES) TEACHER; KOLARBASUS IS THE PERSONIFICATION OF THE "SACRED FOUR" (KOL-ARBA), AND ELKESAI THE PERSONIFICATION OF THE "HIDDEN POWER" (ELKESAI). SO EAGER WERE THE LATER REFUTATORS TO ADD TO THEIR LIST OF HERETICS, THAT THEY INVENTED THE NAMES OF PERSONS FROM EPITHETS AND DOCTRINES. SO, WITH EBION. THE EBIONITES WERE ORIGINALLY SO CALLED BECAUSE THEY WERE "POOR"; THE LATER ORTHODOX SUBSEQUENTLY THE POOR MEN. ADDED "IN INTELLIGENCE" OR "IN THEIR IDEAS ABOUT CHRIST." AND THIS MAY VERY WELL HAVE BEEN THE CASE, AND DOUBTLESS MANY GROSSLY MISUNDERSTOOD THE PUBLIC TEACHING OF JESUS, FOR IT SHOULD NOT BE FORGOTTEN THAT ONE OF THE MAIN FACTORS TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN REVIEWING THE SUBSEQUENT RAPID PROGRESS OF THE NEW RELIGION WAS THE SOCIAL REVOLUTION. IN THE MINDS OF THE MOST IGNORANT OF THE EARLIEST FOLLOWERS OF THE PUBLIC TEACHING, THE GREATEST HOPE AROUSED MAY WELL HAVE BEEN THE NEAR APPROACH OF THE DAY WHEN THE "POOR" SHOULD BE ELEVATED ABOVE THE "RICH." BUT THIS WAS THE VIEW OF THE MOST IGNORANT ONLY; THOUGH DOUBTLESS THEY WERE NUMEROUS ENOUGH. NEVERTHELESS, IT WAS EBIONISM WHICH PRESERVED THE TRADITION OF THE EARLIEST CONVERTS OF THE PUBLIC TEACHING, AND THE EBIONITE COMMUNITIES DOUBTLESS POSSESSED A COLLECTION OF THE PUBLIC SAYINGS AND BASED THEIR LIVES UPON THEM. IT WAS AGAINST THESE ORIGINAL FOLLOWERS OF THE PUBLIC TEACHING OF JESUS THAT PAUL CONTENDED IN HIS EFFORTS TO GENTILIZE CHRISTIANITY. FOR MANY A LONG YEAR THIS PETRO-PAULINE CONTROVERSY WAS WAGED WITH GREAT BITTERNESS, AND THE CANON OF THE NEW TESTAMENT IS THOUGHT BY SOME TO HAVE BEEN THE MEANS ADOPTED TO FORM THE BASIS OF A FUTURE RECONCILIATION; THE PETRINE AND PAULINE DOCUMENTS WERE CAREFULLY EDITED, AND BETWEEN THE GOSPEL PORTION AND THE PAULINE LETTERS WAS INSERTED THE NEW-FORGED LINK OF THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, A CAREFULLY EDITED SELECTION FROM A HUGE MASS OF LEGENDARY ACTS, WELDED TOGETHER INTO A NARRATIVE AND EMBELLISHED WITH SPEECHES AFTER THE MANNER OF THUCYDIDES. THE EBIONITE TRADITION OF JESUS.HOW THEN DID THE ORIGINAL EBIONITES VIEW THE PERSON AND TEACHING OF JESUS? THEY REGARDED THEIR LEADER AS A WISE MAN, A PROPHET, A JONAS, NAY EVEN A SOLOMON. MOREOVER, HE WAS A MANIFESTATION OF THE MESSIAH, THE ANOINTED, WHO WAS TO COME, BUT HE HAD NOT YET APPEARED AS THE MESSIAH; THAT WOULD ONLY BE AT HIS SECOND COMING. IN HIS BIRTH AS JESUS, HE WAS A PROPHET SIMPLY. THE NEW DISPENSATION WAS BUT THE CONTINUATION OF THE OLD LAW; ALL WAS ESSENTIALLY JEWISH. THEY THEREFORE EXPECTED THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH AS LITERALLY PROPHESIED BY THEIR MEN OF OLD. HE WAS TO COME AS KING, AND THEN ALL THE NATIONS WOULD BE SUBJECTED TO THE POWER OF THE CHOSEN PEOPLE, AND FOR A THOUSAND YEARS THERE WOULD BE PEACE AND PROSPERITY AND PLENTY ON EARTH. JESUS WAS A MAN, BORN AS ALL MEN, THE HUMAN SON OF JOSEPH AND MARY. IT WAS ONLY AT HIS BAPTISM, AT THIRTY YEARS OF AGE, THAT THE SPIRIT DESCENDED UPON HIM AND HE BECAME A PROPHET. THEY, THEREFORE, GUARDED HIS SAYINGS AS A PRECIOUS DEPOSIT, HANDING THEM DOWN BY WORD OF MOUTH. THE EBIONITES KNEW NOTHING OF THE PRE-EXISTENCE OR DIVINITY OF THEIR REVERED PROPHET. IT IS TRUE THAT JESUS WAS "CHRIST," BUT SO ALSO WOULD ALL BE WHO FULFILLED THE LAW. THUS, THEY NATURALLY REPUDIATED PAUL AND HIS NEW DOCTRINE ENTIRELY; FOR THEM PAUL WAS A DECEIVER AND AN APOSTATE FROM THE LAW, THEY EVEN DENIED THAT HE WAS A JEW. IT WAS ONLY LATER THAT THEY USED THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS, WHICH JEROME SAYS WAS THE SAME AS THE GOSPEL OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES AND THE GOSPEL OF THE NAZARENES, THAT IS TO SAY, OF THE NAZORÆANS. IT SHOULD BE REMEMBERED THAT THESE NAZORÆANS KNEW NOTHING OF THE NAZARETH LEGEND, WHICH WAS SUBSEQUENTLY DEVELOPED BY THE "IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED" SCHOOL OF HISTORICIZERS. THE EBIONITES DID NOT RETURN TO JERUSALEM WHEN THE EMPEROR PERMITTED THE NEW COLONY OF ÆLIA CAPITOLINA TO BE ESTABLISHED IN 138, FOR NO JEW WAS ALLOWED TO RETURN. THE NEW TOWN WAS GENTILE. THEREFORE, WHEN WE READ OF "THE RE-CONSTITUTION OF THE MOTHER CHURCH" AT ÆLIA COLONIA, IN CHURCH HISTORIANS, LITTLE RELIANCE CAN BE PLACED UPON SUCH ASSERTIONS. THE "MOTHER CHURCH," BASED ON THE PUBLIC TEACHING, WAS EBIONITE AND REMAINED EBIONITE, THE COMMUNITY AT ÆLIA COLONIA WAS GENTILE AND THEREFORE PAULINE. CHRISTIANITY, AS UNDERSTOOD BY THE EBIONITES, BEING AN ESSENTIALLY NATIONAL DOCTRINE, PAULINISM WAS A NECESSITY IF ANY PUBLIC ATTEMPT AT UNIVERSALITY WAS TO BE MADE; THEREFORE IT WAS THAT THE TRUE HISTORICAL SIDE OF POPULAR CHRISTIANITY (THE ORIGINAL EBIONITE TRADITION) BECAME MORE AND MORE OBSCURED, UNTIL FINALLY IT HAD SO COMPLETELY DISAPPEARED FROM THE AREA OF SUCH TRADITION, THAT A NEW "HISTORY" COULD WITH SAFETY BE DEVELOPED TO SUIT THE DOGMATIC EVOLUTION INAUGURATED BY PAUL. THE LATER FORMS OF EBIONISM, HOWEVER, WHICH SURVIVED FOR SEVERAL CENTURIES, WERE OF A GNOSTIC NATURE, AND REVEAL THE CONTACT OF THESE OUTER COMMUNITIES OF PRIMITIVE CHRISTENDOM BASED ON THE PUBLIC TEACHING WITH AN INNER JEWISH TRADITION, WHICH EVIDENTLY EXISTED CONTEMPORANEOUSLY WITH PAUL, AND MAY HAVE EXISTED FAR EARLIER.
THE ESSENES
BASING THEMSELVES ON THE SAYINGS PRESERVED IN THE CANONICAL GOSPELS AND ON THE DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITIES GIVEN IN THE ACTS, MANY HAVE SUPPOSED THAT JESUS WAS A MEMBER OF OR INTIMATELY ACQUAINTED WITH THE DOCTRINES AND DISCIPLINE OF THE ESSENE COMMUNITIES. WHO THEN WERE THESE ESSENES OR HEALERS? FOR CENTURIES BEFORE THE CHRISTIAN ERA ESSENE COMMUNITIES HAD DWELT ON THE SHORES OF THE DEAD SEA. THESE ESSENES OR ESSÆANS, IN THE DAYS OF PHILO AND JOSEPHUS, WERE IMBUED WITH THE UTMOST REVERENCE FOR MOSES AND THE LAW. THEY BELIEVED IN GOD, THE CREATOR, IN THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL, AND IN A FUTURE STATE OF RETRIBUTION. FINDING IT IMPOSSIBLE TO CARRY OUT IN ORDINARY LIFE THE MINUTE REGULATIONS OF THE LAWS OF PURITY, THEY HAD ADOPTED THE LIFE OF ASCETIC COMMUNISM. THEIR CHIEF CHARACTERISTIC WAS THE DOCTRINE OF LOVE--LOVE TO GOD, LOVE OF VIRTUE, AND LOVE OF MANKIND--AND THE PRACTICAL WAY IN WHICH THEY CARRIED OUT THEIR PRECEPTS AROUSED THE ADMIRATION OF ALL. THEIR STRICT OBSERVANCE OF THE PURIFICATORY DISCIPLINE ENACTED BY THE LEVITICAL INSTITUTIONS THUS COMPELLED THEM TO BECOME A SELF-SUPPORTING COMMUNITY; ALL WORKED AT A TRADE, THEY CULTIVATED THEIR OWN FIELDS, MANUFACTURED ALL THE ARTICLES OF FOOD AND DRESS WHICH THEY USED, AND THUS IN EVERY WAY AVOIDED CONTACT WITH THOSE WHO DID NOT OBSERVE THE SAME RULES. THEY ALSO APPEAR IN THEIR INNER CIRCLES TO HAVE BEEN STRICT CELIBATES. THEIR MANNER OF LIFE.THEIR MANNER OF LIFE WAS AS FOLLOWS: THEY ROSE BEFORE THE SUN, AND NO WORD WAS UTTERED UNTIL THEY HAD ASSEMBLED TOGETHER AND, WITH FACES TURNED TOWARDS THE DAWN, OFFERED UP PRAYERS FOR THE RENEWAL OF THE LIGHT. EACH THEN WENT TO HIS APPOINTED TASK UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF THE STEWARDS OR OVERSEERS ("BISHOPS") ELECTED BY UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE. AT ELEVEN O'CLOCK THEY AGAIN ASSEMBLED AND, PUTTING OFF THEIR WORKING CLOTHES, PERFORMED THE DAILY RITE OF BAPTISM IN COLD WATER; THEN CLOTHING THEMSELVES IN WHITE LINEN ROBES, THEY PROCEEDED TO THE COMMON MEAL, WHICH THEY REGARDED AS A SACRAMENT; THE REFECTORY WAS A "HOLY TEMPLE." THEY ATE IN SILENCE, AND THE FOOD WAS OF THE PLAINEST--BREAD AND VEGETABLES. BEFORE THE MEAL A BLESSING WAS INVOKED, AND AT THE END THANKS WERE RENDERED. THE MEMBERS TOOK THEIR SEATS ACCORDING TO SENIORITY. THEY THEN WENT FORTH TO WORK AGAIN UNTIL THE EVENING, WHEN THEY AGAIN ASSEMBLED FOR THE COMMON MEAL. CERTAIN HOURS OF THE DAY, HOWEVER, WERE DEVOTED TO THE STUDY OF THE MYSTERIES OF NATURE AND OF REVELATION, AS WELL AS OF THE POWERS OF THE CELESTIAL HIERARCHIES, THE NAMES OF THE ANGELS, ETC.; FOR THEY HAD AN INNER INSTRUCTION, WHICH WAS GUARDED WITH THE UTMOST SECRECY. THIS WAS THE RULE FOR THE WEEK-DAYS, WHILE THE SABBATH WAS KEPT WITH EXTREME RIGOUR. THEY HAD, HOWEVER, NO PRIESTS, AND ANY ONE WHO WAS "MOVED" TO DO SO, TOOK UP THE READING OF THE LAW, AND THE EXPOSITION OF THE MYSTERIES CONNECTED WITH THE TETRAGRAMMATON, OR FOUR-LETTERED MYSTERY-NAME OF THE CREATIVE POWER, AND THE ANGELIC WORLDS. THE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] ESSENES, THEREFORE, WERE EVIDENTLY IN CONTACT WITH CHALDÆAN "KABALISM" AND THE ZOROASTRIAN TRADITION OF THE DISCIPLINE OF PURITY; LOGIC AND METAPHYSICS, HOWEVER, WERE ESCHEWED AS INJURIOUS TO A DEVOTIONAL LIFE. THERE WERE FOUR DEGREES IN THE COMMUNITY: (I.) NOVICES; (II.) APPROACHERS; (III.) NEW FULL MEMBERS, OR ASSOCIATES; (IV.) OLD MEMBERS, OR ELDERS. (I.) AFTER THE FIRST YEAR THE NOVICE GAVE ALL HIS POSSESSIONS TO THE COMMON TREASURY, AND RECEIVED A COPY OF THE REGULATIONS, A SPADE (FOR THE PURPOSE DESCRIBED IN MOSES’ CAMP-REGULATIONS), AND A WHITE ROBE, THE SYMBOL OF PURITY; BUT THE NOVICE WAS STILL EXCLUDED FROM THE LUSTRAL RITES AND COMMON MEAL…(II.) AFTER TWO YEARS MORE, THE NOVICE SHARED IN THE LUSTRAL RITES, BUT WAS STILL EXCLUDED FROM THE COMMON MEAL. (III.) THE ASSOCIATES WERE BOUND BY THE MOST SOLEMN ASSURANCES, AND IN CASE OF ANY DELINQUENCY COULD ONLY BE JUDGED BY THE "ASSEMBLY," CONSISTING OF ONE HUNDRED MEMBERS. ESSENISM IS SAID BY SOME TO HAVE BEEN AN EXAGGERATED FORM OF PHARISAISM; AND IT MAY BE A THE DEGREES OF HOLINESS. MATTER OF SURPRISE TO THOSE WHOSE ONLY KNOWLEDGE OF THE PHARISEES IS DERIVED FRONT CANONICAL DOCUMENTS, TO LEARN THAT THE HIGHEST AIM OF THIS ENLIGHTENED SCHOOL OF JUDAISM WAS TO ATTAIN TO SUCH A STATE OF HOLINESS AS TO BE ABLE TO PERFORM MIRACULOUS CURES AND TO PROPHESY. THE "DEGREES OF HOLINESS" PRACTISED BY THE PHARISEES ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN: (I.) THE STUDY OF THE LAW AND CIRCUMSPECTION; (II.) THE NOVICIATE, IN WHICH THE APRON WAS THE SYMBOL OF PURITY; (III.) EXTERNAL PURITY, BY MEANS OF LUSTRATIONS OR BAPTISMS; (IV.) CELIBACY; (V.) INWARD PURITY, PURITY OF THOUGHT; (VI.) A HIGHER STAGE STILL, WHICH IS NOT FURTHER DEFINED; (VII.) MEEKNESS AND HOLINESS; (VIII.) DREAD OF EVERY SIN; (IX.) THE HIGHEST STAGE OF HOLINESS; (X.) THE STAGE WHICH ENABLED THE ADEPT TO HEAL THE SICK AND RAISE THE DEAD. WE SHOULD, HOWEVER, REMEMBER THAT THE HEALERS ABSOLUTELY REFUSED TO HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE BLOOD-SACRIFICES OF THE TEMPLE-WORSHIP, AND REFUSED TO BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION OF THE PHYSICAL BODY, WHICH THE REST OF THE PHARISEES HELD AS A CARDINAL DOCTRINE. IN THIS BRIEF SKETCH IT IS OF COURSE IMPOSSIBLE TO POINT OUT THE STRIKING SIMILARITIES BETWEEN THE DISCIPLINE OF THE ESSENES AND THAT OF THE THERAPEUTÆ OF EGYPT AND OF THE ORPHIC AND PYTHAGOREAN SCHOOLS. EVERY SUBJECT REFERRED TO IN THESE ESSAYS REQUIRES A VOLUME OR SEVERAL VOLUMES FOR ITS PROPER TREATMENT; WE CAN ONLY SET UP A FEW FINGER-POSTS, AND LEAVE THE READER TO MAKE HIS OWN INVESTIGATIONS. BUT BEFORE LEAVING THIS MOST INTERESTING THEME, IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO POINT TO THE IDENTITY BETWEEN MANY OF THE ESSENE REGULATIONS AND THE GOSPEL TEACHINGS AND TRADITIONS. POINTS OF CONTACT WITH CHRISTIANITY.CONVERTS WERE REQUIRED TO SELL THEIR POSSESSIONS AND GIVE TO THE POOR, FOR THE LAYING UP OF TREASURE WAS REGARDED AS INJURIOUS TO A SPIRITUAL LIFE. NOT ONLY DID THE ESSENES DESPISE RICHES, BUT THEY LIVED A LIFE OF SELF-IMPOSED POVERTY. LOVE OF THE BROTHERHOOD AND OF ONE'S NEIGHBOUR WAS THE SOUL OF ESSENE LIFE, AND THE BASIS OF ALL ACTION; AND THIS CHARACTERISTIC OF THEIR DISCIPLINE CALLED FORTH UNIVERSAL ADMIRATION. THE MEMBERS LIVED TOGETHER AS IN A FAMILY, HAD ALL THINGS IN COMMON, AND APPOINTED A STEWARD TO MANAGE THE COMMON BAG. WHEN TRAVELLING THEY WOULD LODGE WITH BRETHREN WHOM THEY HAD NEVER SEEN BEFORE, AS THOUGH WITH THE OLDEST AND MOST INTIMATE FRIENDS; AND THUS, THEY TOOK NOTHING WITH THEM WHEN THEY WENT ON A JOURNEY. ALL MEMBERS WERE SET ON THE SAME LEVEL, AND THE AUTHORITY OF ONE OVER ANOTHER WAS FORBIDDEN; NEVERTHELESS, MUTUAL SERVICE WAS STRICTLY ENJOINED. THEY WERE ALSO GREAT LOVERS OF PEACE, AND SO REFUSED TO TAKE ARMS OR MANUFACTURE WARLIKE WEAPONS; MOREOVER, THEY PROSCRIBED SLAVERY. FINALLY, THE END OF THE ESSENES WAS TO BE MEEK AND LOWLY IN SPIRIT, TO MORTIFY ALL SINFUL LUSTS, TO BE PURE IN HEART, TO HATE EVIL BUT RECLAIM THE EVILDOER, AND TO BE MERCIFUL TO ALL MEN. MOREOVER, THEIR YEA WAS TO BE YEA, AND THEIR NAY, NAY. THEY WERE DEVOTED TO THE CURING OF THE SICK, THE HEALING OF BOTH BODY AND SOUL, AND REGARDED THE POWER TO PERFORM MIRACULOUS CURES AND CAST OUT EVIL SPIRITS AS THE HIGHEST STAGE OF DISCIPLINE. IN BRIEF, THEY STROVE TO BE SO PURE AS TO BECOME TEMPLES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND THUS SEERS AND PROPHETS. TO THESE INNER COMMUNITIES WERE ATTACHED OUTER CIRCLES OF PUPILS LIVING IN THE WORLD, AND FOUND IN ALL THE MAIN CENTRES OF THE DIASPORA. PHILO DISTINGUISHES THE ESSENES FROM THE THERAPEUTS BY SAYING THAT THE FORMER, WERE DEVOTED TO THE "PRACTICAL" LIFE, WHILE THE LATTER PROCEEDED TO THE HIGHER STAGE OF THE "CONTEMPLATIVE" LIFE, AND DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO STILL HIGHER PROBLEMS OF RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY, AND IT IS IN THIS DIRECTION THAT WE MUST LOOK FOR THE BEST IN GNOSTICISM.
THE TENDENCIES OF GNOSTICISM
THE "SECULARIZING" OF CHRISTIANITY.BUT HERE AGAIN ACCURATE HISTORICAL DATA ARE OUT OF THE QUESTION, AND WE HAVE FOR THE MOST PART TO DEAL WITH WHAT THE GERMANS CALL "TENDENZ." HARNACK SPEAKS OF THE TENDENCY, WHICH BY LONG CONVENTION IS GENERALLY CALLED GNOSTIC, AS THE "ACUTE SECULARIZING OF CHRISTIANITY." WHAT THEN IS THE MEANING OF THIS PHRASE? CATHOLIC DOGMA IS SAID TO BE THE OUTCOME OF THE GRADUAL HELLENIZING OF GENERAL CHRISTIANITY, THAT IS TO SAY, THE MODIFICATION OF POPULAR TRADITION BY THE PHILOSOPHICAL AND THEOLOGICAL METHOD. ALL EVOLUTION OF POPULAR BELIEFS TAKES TIME, AND THE RESULTS ARRIVED AT BY THE GENERAL MIND ONLY AFTER CENTURIES, ARE INVARIABLY ANTICIPATED BY MINDS OF GREATER INSTRUCTION GENERATIONS BEFORE. THE GALILEOS OF THE WORLD ARE INVARIABLY CONDEMNED BY THEIR CONTEMPORARIES. THE GNOSTIC MIND RAPIDLY ARRIVED ON THE ONE HAND AT MANY CONCLUSIONS WHICH THE CATHOLICS GRADUALLY ADOPTED ONLY AFTER GENERATIONS OF HESITATION, AND ON THE OTHER AT A NUMBER OF CONCLUSIONS WHICH EVEN TO OUR PRESENT GENERATION SEEM TOO PREMATURE. ALL THEOSOPHIC STUDENTS ARE, IN MATTERS OF RELIGION, CENTURIES BEFORE THEIR TIME, FOR THE SIMPLE REASON THAT THEY ARE ENDEAVOURING BY EVERY MEANS IN THEIR POWER TO SHORTEN THE TIME OF NORMAL EVOLUTION AND REACH THE MYSTIC GOAL, WHICH AT EVERY MOMENT OF TIME IS NEAR AT HAND WITHIN, BUT FOR THE MAJORITY IS FAR DISTANT ALONG THE NORMAL PATH OF EXTERNAL EVOLUTION. THE PHRASE "ACUTE SECULARIZING OF CHRISTIANITY," THEN, REPRESENTS THE RAPID THEOLOGIZING AND SYSTEMATIZING OF CHRISTIANITY; BUT I DOUBT WHETHER THIS ALTOGETHER ACCOUNTS FOR THE FACTS. THE GNOSIS WAS PRE-CHRISTIAN; THE CHRIST ILLUMINED ITS TRADITION, AND BY HIS PUBLIC TEACHING PRACTICALLY THREW OPEN TO ALL WHAT HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN KEPT "SECRET FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD"--TO SPEAK MORE ACCURATELY, THE INTERMEDIATE GRADES OF THE MYSTERIES. THE LEAVEN WORKED, AND IN COURSE OF TIME MUCH THAT HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY KEPT FOR THE "WORTHY" ALONE, WAS FORCED INTO PUBLICITY AND MADE COMMON PROPERTY. IT WAS FORCED OUT BY THE STRESS OF CIRCUMSTANCES, INAUGURATED BY THE PROPAGANDA OF PAUL, AND INTENSIFIED BY SUBSEQUENT HÆRESIOLOGICAL CONTROVERSY. THE GNOSTICS CLAIMED THAT THERE WERE TWO LINES OF TRADITION--THE PUBLIC SAYINGS, AND THE INNER TEACHINGS WHICH DEALT WITH THINGS THAT THE PEOPLE IN THE WORLD COULD NOT UNDERSTAND. THIS SIDE OF THEIR TEACHING THEY KEPT AT FIRST ENTIRELY TO THEMSELVES, AND ONLY GRADUALLY PUT FORTH A SMALL PORTION OF IT; THE REST THEY KEPT IN CLOSEST SECRECY, AS THEY KNEW IT COULD NOT POSSIBLY BE UNDERSTOOD. THE GNOSTICS WERE, THEN, THE FIRST CHRISTIAN THEOLOGISTS, AND IF IT IS A CAUSE FOR REPREHENSION THAT THE REAL HISTORICAL SIDE OF THE NEW MOVEMENT WAS OBSCURED IN ORDER TO SUIT THE NECESSITIES OF A RELIGION WHICH ASPIRED TO UNIVERSALITY, THEN THE GNOSTICS ARE THE CHIEF CULPRITS. CATHOLICISM FINALLY, BY ACCEPTING THE OLD TESTAMENT [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] YAHWEH NOT "THE FATHER" OF JESUS. CANON IN ITS LITERAL INTERPRETATION, ADOPTED THE BELIEFS OF POPULAR JUDAISM AND THE YAHWEH-CULT, BUT IN THE EARLIER YEARS IT HAD BEEN INCLINED TO SEEK FOR AN ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETATION. GNOSTICISM, ON THE CONTRARY, WHENEVER IT DID NOT ENTIRELY REJECT THE OLD COVENANT DOCUMENTS, INVARIABLY ADOPTED NOT ONLY THE ALLEGORICAL METHOD, BUT ALSO A CANON OF CRITICISM WHICH MINUTELY CLASSIFIED THE "INSPIRATION" AND SO SIFTED OUT MOST OF THE OBJECTIONABLE PASSAGES FROM THE JEWISH CANON. THUS, IN PURSUIT OF A UNIVERSAL IDEAL, THE TRIBAL GOD--OR RATHER, THE CRUDE VIEWS OF THE UNINSTRUCTED JEWISH POPULACE AS TO YAHWEH--WAS, WHEN NOT ENTIRELY REJECTED, PLACED IN A VERY SUBORDINATE POSITION. IN BRIEF, THE YAHWEH OF THE ELOHĪM WAS NOT THE FATHER OF JESUS; THE DEMIURGOS, OR CREATIVE POWER OF THE WORLD, WAS NOT THE MYSTERY GOD OVER ALL. THE INNER TEACHING.AND JUST AS THIS IDEA OF THE TRUE GOD TRANSCENDED THE POPULAR NOTIONS OF DEITY, SO DID THE TRUE TEACHING OF THE GNOSIS ILLUMINE THE ENIGMATICAL SAYINGS OR PARABLES. THE ETHICAL TEACHINGS, OR "WORDS OF THE LORD," AND THE PARABLES, REQUIRED INTERPRETATION; THE LITERAL MEANING WAS SUFFICIENT FOR THE PEOPLE, BUT FOR THE TRULY SPIRITUAL MINDED THERE WAS AN INFINITE VISTA OF INNER MEANING WHICH COULD BE REVEALED TO THE EYE OF THE TRUE GNOSTIC. THUS, THE PLAIN ETHICAL TEACHING AND THE UNINTELLIGIBLE DARK SAYINGS WERE FOR THE UNINSTRUCTED; BUT THERE WAS A FURTHER INSTRUCTION, AN ESOTERIC OR INNER DOCTRINE, WHICH WAS IMPARTED TO THE WORTHY ALONE. MANY GOSPELS AND APOCALYPSES WERE THUS COMPILED UNDER THE INSPIRATION OF THE "SPIRIT," AS IT WAS CLAIMED--ALL PURPORTING TO BE THE INSTRUCTION VOUCHSAFED BY JESUS TO HIS DISCIPLES AFTER THE "RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD," WHICH MYSTICAL PHRASE THEY MOSTLY REPRESENTED AS MEANING THE NEW BIRTH OR GNOSTIC ILLUMINATION, THE COMING TO LIFE OF THE SOUL FROM ITS PREVIOUS DEAD STATE. BUT EVEN THESE GNOSTIC TREATISES DID NOT REVEAL THE WHOLE MATTER; TRUE, THEY EXPLAINED MANY THINGS IN TERMS OF INTERNAL STATES AND SPIRITUAL PROCESSES; BUT THEY STILL LEFT MUCH UNEXPLAINED, AND THE FINAL REVELATION WAS ONLY COMMUNICATED BY WORD OF MOUTH IN THE BODY, AND BY VISION OUT OF THE BODY. THUS, IT WAS A CUSTOM WITH THEM TO DIVIDE MANKIND INTO THREE CLASSES: (A) THE LOWEST, OR VARIOUS CLASSES OF SOULS. "HYLICS," WERE THOSE WHO WERE SO ENTIRELY DEAD TO SPIRITUAL THINGS THAT THEY WERE AS THE HYLĒ, OR UNPERCEPTIVE MATTER OF THE WORLD; (B) THE INTERMEDIATE CLASS WERE CALLED "PHYCHICS," FOR THOUGH BELIEVERS IN THINGS SPIRITUAL, THEY WERE BELIEVERS SIMPLY, AND REQUIRED MIRACLES AND SIGNS TO STRENGTHEN THEIR FAITH; (C) WHEREAS THE "PNEUMATICS," OR SPIRITUAL, THE HIGHEST CLASS, WERE THOSE CAPABLE OF KNOWLEDGE OF SPIRITUAL MATTERS, THOSE WHO COULD RECEIVE THE GNOSIS. IT IS SOMEWHAT THE CUSTOM IN OUR DAYS IN EXTREME CIRCLES TO CLAIM THAT ALL MEN ARE "EQUAL." THE MODERN THEOLOGIAN WISELY QUALIFIES THIS CLAIM BY THE ADVERB "MORALLY." THUS, STATED THE IDEA IS BY NO MEANS A PECULIARLY CHRISTIAN VIEW--FOR THE DOCTRINE IS COMMON TO ALL THE GREAT RELIGIONS, SEEING THAT IT SIMPLY ASSERTS THE GREAT PRINCIPLE OF JUSTICE AS ONE OF THE MANIFESTATIONS OF DEITY. THE GNOSTIC VIEW, HOWEVER, IS FAR CLEARER, AND MORE IN ACCORD WITH THE FACTS OF EVOLUTION; IT ADMITS THE "MORALLY EQUAL," BUT IT FURTHER ASSERTS DIFFERENCE OF DEGREE, NOT ONLY IN BODY AND SOUL, BUT ALSO IN SPIRIT, IN ORDER TO MAKE THE MORALITY PROPORTIONAL, AND SO TO CARRY OUT THE INNER MEANING OF THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS. THIS CLASSIFICATION OBTAINED NOT ONLY AMONG MEN, BUT ALSO AMONG POWERS; AND THE PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT AS INSTRUMENTS OF SUCH POWERS WERE, AS STATED ABOVE, THUS SORTED OUT INTO AN ORDER OF DIGNITY. THE PERSON OF JESUS.THE PERSONALITY OF JESUS, THE PROPHET OF THE NEW TIDINGS PROVED, HOWEVER, A VERY DIFFICULT PROBLEM FOR THE GNOSTIC DOCTORS, AND WE CAN FIND EXAMPLES OF EVERY SHADE OF OPINION AMONG THEM--FROM THE ORIGINAL EBIONITE VIEW THAT HE WAS SIMPLY A GOOD AND HOLY MAN, TO THE VERY ANTIPODES OF BELIEF; THAT HE WAS NOT ONLY A DESCENT OF THE LOGOS OF GOD--A FAMILIAR IDEA TO ORIENTAL ANTIQUITY--BUT IN DEED AND IN HIS PERSON VERY GOD OF VERY GOD, A NECESSITY FORCED UPON FAITH BY THE BOASTFUL SPIRIT OF AN ENTHUSIASM WHICH SOUGHT TO TRANSCEND THE CLAIMS OF EVERY EXISTING RELIGION. THE PERSON OF JESUS WAS THUS MADE TO BEAR THE BURDEN OF EVERY POSSIBILITY OF THE OCCULT WORLD AND EVERY HIDDEN POWER OF HUMAN NATURE. IN THEIR ENDEAVOURS TO RECONCILE THE IDEAS OF A SUFFERING MAN AND OF A TRIUMPHANT INITIATOR AND KING OF THE UNIVERSE (BOTH SENSIBLE AND INTELLECTUAL), THEY HAD RECOURSE TO THE EXPEDIENT OF DOCETISM, A THEORY WHICH COULD COVER EVERY PHASE OF CONTRADICTION IN THE SHARP JUXTAPOSITION OF THE DIVINE AND HUMAN NATURES OF THEIR IDEAL. THE DOCETIC THEORY IS THE THEORY OF "APPEARANCE." A SHARP DISTINCTION WAS MADE BETWEEN CHRIST, THE DIVINE ÆON OR PERFECTED "MAN," AND JESUS THE PERSONALITY. THE GOD, OR RATHER GOD, IN CHRIST, DID NOT SUFFER, BUT APPEARED TO SUFFER; THE LOWER MAN, JESUS, ALONE SUFFERED. OR AGAIN, CHRIST WAS NOT REALLY INCARNATED IN A MAN JESUS, BUT TOOK TO HIMSELF A PHANTASMAL BODY CALLED JESUS. BUT THESE WERE SUBSEQUENT DOCTRINAL DEVELOPMENTS ON THE GROUND OF CERTAIN INNER FACTS: (A) THAT A PHANTASMAL BODY CAN BE USED BY THE "PERFECT," BE MADE TO APPEAR AND DISAPPEAR AT WILL, AND BECOME DENSE OR MATERIALISED, SO AS TO BE FELT PHYSICALLY; AND (B) THAT THE PHYSICAL BODY OF ANOTHER, USUALLY A PUPIL, CAN BE USED BY A MASTER OF WISDOM AS A MEDIUM FOR INSTRUCTION. SUCH UNDERLYING IDEAS OCCUR IN GNOSTIC TREATISES AND FORM AN IMPORTANT PART OF THEIR CHRISTOLOGY, ESPECIALLY WITH REGARD TO THE PERIOD OF INSTRUCTION AFTER THE "RESURRECTION." IN FACT, NO PROBLEM APPEARED TOO LOFTY FOR THE INTUITION OF THE GNOSTIC PHILOSOPHER; THE WHENCE, THE MAIN DOCTRINES. WHITHER, WHY, AND HOW OF THINGS, WERE SEARCHED INTO WITH AMAZING DARING. NOT ONLY WAS THEIR COSMOGONY OF THE MOST SUBLIME AND COMPLEX CHARACTER, BUT THE LIMITS OF THE SENSIBLE WORLD WERE TOO NARROW TO CONTAIN IT, SO THAT THEY SOUGHT FOR ITS ORIGINS IN THE INTELLECTUAL AND SPIRITUAL REGIONS OF THE IMMANENT MIND OF DEITY, WHEREIN THEY POSTULATED A TRANSCENDENT ÆONOLOGY WHICH POURTRAYED THE ENERGIZINGS OF THE DIVINE IDEATION. EQUALLY COMPLEX WAS THEIR ANTHROPOGONY, AND EQUALLY SUBLIME THE POTENTIALITIES WHICH THEY POSTULATED OF THE HUMAN SOUL AND SPIRIT. AS TO THEIR SOTERIOLOGY, OR THEORY OF THE SALVATION OR REGENERATION OF MANKIND, THEY DID NOT CONFINE THE IDEA TO THE CRUDE AND LIMITED NOTION OF A PHYSICAL PASSION BY A SINGLE INDIVIDUAL, BUT EXPANDED IT INTO A STUPENDOUS COSMICAL PROCESS, WROUGHT BY THE VOLITION OF THE LOGOS IN HIS OWN NATURE. THEIR ESCHATOLOGY, OR DOCTRINE OF THE "LAST THINGS," AGAIN PAINTED FOR MANKIND AT THE END OF THE WORLD-CYCLE A FUTURE WHICH GAVE "NIRVĀṆA" TO THE "SPIRITUAL" AND ÆONIAN BLISS TO THE "PSYCHIC," WHILE THE "HYLIC" REMAINED IN THE OBSCURATION OF MATTER UNTIL THE END OF THE "GREAT PEACE"--A PICTURE SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT FROM THE CRUDE EXPECTATION OF THE GOOD FEASTING TIME ON EARTH OF THE "POOR MEN," WHICH HARNACK TECHNICALLY REFERS TO AS A "SENSUOUS EUDÆMONISTIC ESCHATOLOGY." FINALLY, THE WHOLE OF THEIR DOCTRINE REVOLVED ROUND THE CONCEPTION OF CYCLIC LAW FOR BOTH THE UNIVERSAL AND THE INDIVIDUAL SOUL. THUS, WE FIND THE GNOSTICS INVARIABLY TEACHING THE DOCTRINE NOT ONLY OF THE PREËXISTENCE BUT ALSO OF THE REBIRTH OF HUMAN SOULS; AND THOUGH A CHIEF FEATURE OF THEIR DOGMAS WAS THE MAIN DOCTRINE OF FORGIVENESS OF SINS, THEY NEVERTHELESS HELD RIGIDLY TO THE INFALLIBLE WORKING OUT OF THE GREAT LAW OF CAUSE AND EFFECT. IT IS SOMEWHAT CURIOUS THAT THESE TWO MAIN DOCTRINES, WHICH EXPLAIN SO MUCH IN GNOSTICISM AND THROW LIGHT ON SO MANY DARK PLACES, HAVE BEEN EITHER ENTIRELY OVERLOOKED OR, WHEN NOT UNINTELLIGENTLY SLURRED OVER, DESPATCHED WITH A FEW HURRIED REMARKS IN WHICH THE CRITIC IS MORE AT PAINS TO APOLOGIZE FOR TOUCHING ON SUCH RIDICULOUS SUPERSTITIONS AS "METEMPSYCHOSIS" AND "FATE," THAN TO ELUCIDATE TENETS WHICH ARE A KEY TO THE WHOLE POSITION.
THE LITERATURE AND SOURCES OF GNOSTICISM
[bookmark: page_148]THE STUDY OF GNOSTICISM HAS SO FAR BEEN ALMOST ENTIRELY CONFINED TO SPECIALISTS, WHOSE WORKS CANNOT BE UNDERSTANDED OF THE PEOPLE; THE ORDINARY READER IS DETERRED BY THE WEALTH OF DETAIL, BY THE DIFFICULTY OF THE TECHNICAL TERMS, BY THE OBSCURITY OF THEOLOGICAL PHRASEOLOGY, AND BY THE FEELING THAT HE IS EXPECTED TO KNOW MANY THINGS OF WHICH HE HAS NEVER EVEN HEARD. IT IS TO BE HOPED THAT ERE LONG SOME COMPETENT ENGLISH SCHOLAR, ENDOWED WITH THE GENIUS OF LUCID GENERALIZATION, MAY BE INDUCED TO WRITE A POPULAR SKETCH OF THE SUBJECT, IN ORDER THAT THINKING MEN AND WOMEN WHO HAVE NOT ENJOYED THE ADVANTAGES OF A TECHNICAL TRAINING IN CHURCH HISTORY AND DOGMATICS, MAY UNDERSTAND ITS IMPORTANCE AND ABSORBING INTEREST. MEANTIME OUR PRESENT ESSAY MAY, PERHAPS, TO SOME EXTENT SERVE AS A "GUIDE TO THE PERPLEXED," YET NOT CONCEIVED ON THE PLAN OR CARRIED OUT WITH THE ABILITY OF A MAIMONIDES, BUT RATHER THE MERE JOTTING DOWN OF A FEW NOTES AND INDICATIONS WHICH MAY SPARE THE GENERAL READER THE YEARS OF LABOUR THE WRITER HAS SPENT IN SEARCHING THROUGH MANY BOOKS. FIRST, THEN, AS TO BOOKS; WHAT ARE THE BEST WORKS ON GNOSTICISM? THE BEST BOOKS WITHOUT EXCEPTION LITERATURE. ARE BY GERMAN SCHOLARS. HERE, THEN, WE ARE CONFRONTED WITH OUR FIRST DIFFICULTY, FOR THE GENERAL READER AS A RULE IS A MAN OF ONE LANGUAGE ONLY. FOR THE ORDINARY ENGLISH READER, THEREFORE, SUCH WORKS ARE CLOSED BOOKS, AND HE MUST HAVE RECOURSE TO TRANSLATIONS, IF SUCH EXIST. UNFORTUNATELY, ONLY TWO OF SUCH WORKS ARE PROCURABLE IN ENGLISH DRESS. THE SECOND VOLUME OF THE TRANSLATION (BOHN, NEW ED., 1890) OF NEANDER'S CHURCH HISTORY (1825, ETC.), DEALS WITH THE GNOSTICS, BUT THE GREAT GERMAN THEOLOGIAN'S WORK IS NOW OUT OF DATE. THE BEST GENERAL REVIEW OF GNOSTICISM BY THE LIGHT OF THE MOST RECENT RESEARCHES, IS TO BE FOUND IN HARNACK'S ADMIRABLE HISTORY OF DOGMA, IN THE FIRST VOLUME, TRANSLATED IN 1894. FOR A MORE DETAILED ACCOUNT, SMITH AND WACE'S DICTIONARY OF CHRISTIAN BIOGRAPHY (1877-1887) IS ABSOLUTELY INDISPENSABLE. THE SCHEME OF THIS USEFUL WORK CONTAINS A GENERAL ARTICLE, WITH LENGTHY ARTICLES ON EVERY GNOSTIC TEACHER, AND SHORTER ARTICLES ON A NUMBER OF THE TECHNICAL TERMS OF THE GNOSIS. LIPSIUS, SALMON, AND HORT ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE WORK, AND THEIR NAMES ARE A SUFFICIENT GUARANTEE OF THOROUGHNESS. THE LAST TWO WORKS ARE ALL THAT ARE NECESSARY FOR A PRELIMINARY GRASP OF THE SUBJECT, AND ARE THE OUTCOME OF PROFOUND SCHOLARSHIP AND ADMIRABLE CRITICAL ACUMEN. IT IS A PLEASURE TO SUBSCRIBE ONE'S TRIBUTE OF PRAISE TO SUCH WORK, ALTHOUGH THE POINT OF VIEW ASSUMED BY THESE DISTINGUISHED SCHOLARS IS NOT SUFFICIENTLY LIBERAL FOR ONE WHO IS DEEPLY CONVINCED THAT THE INSPIRATION OF EVERY HONEST EFFORT TO FORMULATE THE INNER TRUTH OF THINGS IS REALLY FROM ABOVE. OF OTHER ENGLISH WORKS WE MAY MENTION KING'S GNOSTICS AND THEIR REMAINS (2ND ED., 1887), A WORK INTENDED FOR THE GENERAL READER. KING STRONGLY INSISTS ON A DISTINCT INDIAN INFLUENCE IN GNOSTICISM, AND DEALS WITH A NUMBER OF INTERESTING POINTS; BUT HIS WORK LACKS THE THOROUGHNESS OF THE SPECIALIST. HE IS, HOWEVER, FAR REMOVED FROM "ORTHODOXY," AND HAS AN EXCEEDING GREAT SYMPATHY FOR THE GNOSTICS. THE WEAKEST POINT OF KING'S WORK IS THE SIDE HE HAS BROUGHT INTO CHIEF PROMINENCE; THE SO-CALLED "REMAINS" OF THE GNOSTICS, AMULETS, TALISMANS, ETC., IN WHICH KING AS A NUMISMATOLOGIST TOOK SPECIAL INTEREST, ARE NOW STATED BY THE BEST AUTHORITIES TO HAVE HAD MOST PROBABLY NO CONNECTION WITH OUR PHILOSOPHERS. NEVERTHELESS, KING'S BOOK IS WELL WORTH READING. MANSEL'S POSTHUMOUS WORK, THE GNOSTIC HERESIES OF THE FIRST AND SECOND CENTURIES (1875), IS NOT ONLY UNSYMPATHETIC, BUT FOR THE MOST PART DOES GRAVE INJUSTICE TO THE GNOSTICS, BY INSISTING ON TREATING THEIR LEADING IDEAS AS A METAPHYSIC TO BE JUDGED BY THE STANDARD OF MODERN GERMAN PHILOSOPHICAL METHODS, THE DEAN HAVING HIMSELF ONCE HELD A CHAIR OF PHILOSOPHY. NORTON, IN HIS EVIDENCES OF THE GENUINENESS OF THE GOSPELS (1847), DEVOTES HIS SECOND VOLUME TO THE GNOSTICS, BUT THE VALUE OF HIS WORK IS SMALL. BURTON'S INQUIRY INTO THE HERESIES OF THE APOSTOLIC AGE (1829) MIGHT HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY AN EARLY CHURCH FATHER. THE BAMPTON LECTURER'S EFFORT AND NORTON'S ARE NOW BOTH OUT OF DATE; MOREOVER, THEIR BOOKS AND THAT OF MANSEL ARE ONLY PROCURABLE IN THE SECOND-HAND MARKET. SO MUCH FOR WORKS IN ENGLISH DEALING DIRECTLY WITH GNOSTICISM. THE STUDENT WILL FIND IN HARNACK BRIEF BUT DISCRIMINATING BIBLIOGRAPHIES AFTER EACH CHAPTER, IN WHICH ALL THE BEST WORKS ARE GIVEN, ESPECIALLY THOSE OF GERMAN SCHOLARS; IN SMITH AND WACE'S DICTIONARY EACH ARTICLE IS ALSO FOLLOWED BY A FAIR BIBLIOGRAPHY. A SHORT GENERAL BIBLIOGRAPHY, AND ALSO A LIST OF NEARLY ALL THE LATEST WORK DONE ON THE ONLY DIRECT DOCUMENTS OF GNOSTICISM WHICH WE POSSESS, IS TO BE FOUND IN THE INTRODUCTION TO MY TRANSLATION OF THE GNOSTIC TREATISE PISTIS SOPHIA (1896); AND A CLASSIFIED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ALL THE MOST IMPORTANT WORKS IS APPENDED TO THIS ESSAY. THE STUDENT WILL BE SURPRISED TO SEE HOW UNFAVOURABLY THE PAUCITY OF INFORMATION IN ENGLISH COMPARES WITH THE MASS OF ENCYCLOPÆDIC WORK IN GERMAN, AND HOW FRANCE ALSO IN THIS DEPARTMENT OF CHURCH HISTORY AND THEOLOGICAL RESEARCH RUNS ENGLAND VERY CLOSE. BUT THE CONSIDERATION OF THESE WORKS DOES NOT FALL INTO THE PLAN OF THIS SHORT ESSAY. INDIRECT SOURCES.SO MUCH, THEN, FOR THE GENERAL LITERATURE OF THE SUBJECT IN ENGLISH; WE HAVE NOW TO CONSIDER BRIEFLY THE INDIRECT AND DIRECT DOCUMENTS OF GNOSTICISM. BY "INDIRECT" DOCUMENTS I MEAN THE POLEMICAL WRITINGS OF THE FATHERS OF WHAT SUBSEQUENTLY ESTABLISHED ITSELF AS THE ORTHODOX CATHOLIC CHURCH. THESE INDIRECT DOCUMENTS WERE PRACTICALLY THE ONLY SOURCES OF INFORMATION UNTIL 1853, WHEN SCHWARTZE'S TRANSLATION OF THE PISTIS SOPHIA WAS PUBLISHED. BY "DIRECT" DOCUMENTS I MEAN THE FEW GNOSTIC TREATISES WHICH HAVE REACHED OUR HANDS THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF COPTIC TRANSLATION. OUR INDIRECT SOURCES OF INFORMATION, THEREFORE, COME THROUGH THE HANDS OF THE MOST VIOLENT OPPONENTS OF THE GNOSIS; AND WE HAVE ONLY TO REMEMBER THE INTENSE BITTERNESS OF RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY AT ALL TIMES, AND ESPECIALLY IN THE EARLY CENTURIES OF THE CHURCH, TO MAKE US PROFOUNDLY SCEPTICAL OF THE RELIABILITY OF SUCH SOURCES OF INFORMATION. MOREOVER, THE EARLIER AND MORE CONTEMPORANEOUS, AND THEREFORE COMPARATIVELY MORE RELIABLE, SOURCES ARE TO BE FOUND MOSTLY IN THE WRITINGS OF THE FATHERS OF THE WESTERN CHURCH, WHO WERE LESS CAPABLE OF UNDERSTANDING THE PHILOSOPHICAL AND MYSTICAL PROBLEMS WHICH AGITATED THE EASTERN COMMUNITIES. THE ROMAN AND OCCIDENTAL MIND COULD NEVER REALLY GRASP GREEK AND ORIENTAL THOUGHT, AND THE WESTERN FATHERS WERE ALWAYS THE MAIN CHAMPIONS OF "ORTHODOXY." WE SHOULD FURTHER REMEMBER THAT WE HAVE EXTANT NO CONTEMPORARY "REFUTATION" OF THE FIRST CENTURY (IF ANY EVER EXISTED), OR OF THE FIRST THREE QUARTERS OF THE SECOND. THE GREAT "STORE-HOUSE OF GNOSTICISM" IS THE REFUTATION OF IRENÆUS, WHO WROTE AT LYONS IN GAUL, FAR AWAY FROM THE REAL SCENE OF ACTION, IN ABOUT THE PENULTIMATE DECADE OF THE SECOND CENTURY. ALL SUBSEQUENT REFUTATORS BASE THEMSELVES MORE OR LESS ON THE TREATISE OF IRENÆUS, AND FREQUENTLY COPY THE WORK OF THE GALLIC BISHOP. IF, THEN, IRENÆUS CAN BE SHOWN TO BE UNRELIABLE, THE WHOLE EDIFICE OF REFUTATION IS ENDANGERED BY THE INSECURITY OF ITS FOUNDATION. THIS IMPORTANT POINT WILL BE CONSIDERED LATER ON. PRIOR TO IRENÆUS A CERTAIN AGRIPPA CASTOR, WHO FLOURISHED LATE IN THE REIGN OF HADRIAN, ABOUT 135 A.D., P. 148 IS SAID BY EUSEBIUS TO HAVE BEEN THE FIRST TO WRITE AGAINST HERESIES. HIS WORK IS UNFORTUNATELY LOST. JUSTIN MARTYR, THE APOLOGIST, ALSO COMPOSED A WORK AGAINST HERESIES; THIS SYNTAGMA OR COMPENDIUM IS ALSO UNFORTUNATELY LOST. JUDGING FROM JUSTIN'S ACCOUNT OF THE GOSPEL-STORY IN HIS EXTANT WORKS, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE "MEMOIRS OF THE APOSTLES" TO WHICH HE REPEATEDLY REFERS, WERE NOT IDENTICAL WITH OUR FOUR CANONICAL GOSPELS, THOUGH IT MAY WELL BE THAT THESE GOSPELS WERE ASSUMING THEIR PRESENT SHAPE AT THIS PERIOD. IT MAY THEREFORE BE SUPPOSED THAT HIS WORK UPON HERESIES THREW TOO STRONG A LIGHT ON PRE-CANONICAL CONTROVERSY TO MAKE ITS CONTINUED USE DESIRABLE. THIS MAY ALSO BE THE REASON OF THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE WORK OF AGRIPPA CASTOR. JUSTIN FLOURISHED ABOUT 140-160 A.D. CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, WHOSE GREATEST LITERARY ACTIVITY WAS FROM ABOUT 190-203 A.D., LIVED IN THE GREATEST CENTRE OF GNOSTIC ACTIVITY, AND WAS PERSONALLY ACQUAINTED WITH SOME OF THE GREAT DOCTORS OF THE GNOSIS. HIS WORKS ARE FOR THE MOST PART FREE FROM THOSE WHOLESALE ACCUSATIONS OF IMMORALITY WITH WHICH THE GENERAL RUN OF CHURCH FATHERS IN AFTER YEARS LOVED TO BESPATTER THE CHARACTER OF THE GNOSTICS OF THE FIRST TWO CENTURIES. ALL THE CRITICS ARE NOW AGREED THAT THESE ACCUSATIONS WERE UNFOUNDED CALUMNIES AS FAR AS THE GREAT SCHOOLS AND THEIR TEACHERS WERE CONCERNED, SEEING THAT THE MAJORITY WERE RIGID ASCETICS. BUT THIS POINT WILL COME OUT MORE CLEARLY LATER ON. CLEMENT IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE DEALT WITH THE HIGHER PROBLEMS OF GNOSTICISM IN HIS LOST WORK, THE OUTLINES, IN WHICH HE ENDEAVOURED TO CONSTRUCT A COMPLETE SYSTEM OF CHRISTIAN TEACHING, THE FIRST THREE BOOKS OF WHICH BORE A STRONG RESEMBLANCE TO THE THREE STAGES OF THE PLATONISTS: (I.) PURIFICATION, (II.) INITIATION, (III.) DIRECT VISION. THIS WORK IS ALSO UNFORTUNATELY LOST. IT WAS THE CONTINUATION OF HIS FAMOUS MISCELLANIES, IN WHICH THE CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHER LABOURED TO SHOW THAT HE WAS A TRUE GNOSTIC HIMSELF. TERTULLIAN OF CARTHAGE (FL. 200-220 A.D.), WHOSE INTOLERANCE, "FIERY ZEAL," AND VIOLENTLY ABUSIVE LANGUAGE ARE NOTORIOUS, WROTE AGAINST HERESIES, MOSTLY COPYING IRENÆUS. FOR THE MARCIONITES, HOWEVER, HE IS AN INDEPENDENT AUTHORITY. PART OF THE TREATISE AGAINST HERESIES ASCRIBED TO TERTULLIAN IS WRITTEN BY SOME UNKNOWN REFUTATOR, AND SO WE HAVE A PSEUDO-TERTULLIAN TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION. HIPPOLYTUS, BISHOP OF PORTUS AT THE MOUTH OF THE TIBER, WAS THE DISCIPLE OF IRENÆUS. HE WROTE A COMPENDIUM AGAINST ALL HERESIES, BASED ALMOST ENTIRELY ON IRENÆUS, WHICH IS LOST; BUT A MUCH LARGER WORK OF THE SAME FATHER WAS IN 1842 DISCOVERED AT MOUNT ATHOS. THIS PURPORTED TO BE A REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES, AND ADDS CONSIDERABLY TO OUR INFORMATION FROM INDIRECT SOURCES; FOR THE WORK IS NOT A MERE COPY OF IRENÆUS, BUT ADDS A LARGE MASS OF NEW MATTER, WITH QUOTATIONS FROM SOME GNOSTIC MSS. WHICH HAD FALLEN INTO HIPPOLYTUS' HANDS. THE COMPOSITION OF THIS WORK MAY BE DATED SOMEWHERE ABOUT 222 A.D. ABOUT THIS TIME ALSO (225-250) ORIGEN, THE GREAT ALEXANDRIAN FATHER, WROTE A REFUTATION AGAINST A CERTAIN CELSUS, WHO IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN THE FIRST OPPONENT OF CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE PHILOSOPHERS, AND WHO LIVED SOME SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS BEFORE ORIGEN'S TIME. IN THIS THERE ARE PASSAGES REFERRING TO SOME OF THE GNOSTICS. IF THEN WE INCLUDE ORIGEN'S WORK AGAINST THE TRUE WORD OF CELSUS, WE HAVE MENTIONED ALL THE FATHERS WHO ARE OF ANY REAL VALUE FOR THE INDIRECT SOURCES OF GNOSTICISM IN THE FIRST TWO CENTURIES PHILASTER, BISHOP OF BRESCIA IN ITALY, EPIPHANIUS, BISHOP OF SALAMIS IN CYPRUS, AND JEROME, FALL ABOUT THE LAST QUARTER OF THE FOURTH CENTURY, AND ARE THEREFORE (UNLESS, OF COURSE, THEY QUOTE FROM EARLIER WRITERS) TOO LATE FOR ACCURACY WITH REGARD TO THE THINGS OF THE FIRST TWO CENTURIES. PHILASTER, MOREOVER, IS GENERALLY PUT OUT OF COURT OWING TO HIS OVERWEENING CREDULITY; AND THE RELIABILITY OF EPIPHANIUS IS OFTEN OPEN TO GRAVE SUSPICION, OWING TO HIS GREAT FACULTY OF INVENTING OR RETAILING SCANDALS AND ALL KINDS OF FOULNESS. EUSEBIUS IS FIFTY YEARS EARLIER, BUT THERE IS LITTLE TO BE GLEANED FROM HIM ON THE SUBJECT, AND HIS REPUTATION FOR ACCURACY HAS BEEN CALLED INTO QUESTION BY MANY INDEPENDENT HISTORICAL CRITICS. THEODORET'S COMPENDIUM, BASED ON HIS PREDECESSORS AND DATING ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF THE FIFTH CENTURY, IS FAR TOO LATE TO ADD TO OUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE FIRST TWO CENTURIES. THE STUDY OF THESE INDIRECT DOCUMENTS HAS EXERCISED THE INGENUITY OF THE CRITICS AND RESULTED IN A MARVELLOUSLY CLEVER FEAT OF SCHOLARSHIP. LIPSIUS HAS DEMONSTRATED THAT EPIPHANIUS, PHILASTER, AND [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] PSEUDO-TERTULLIAN ALL DRAW FROM A COMMON SOURCE, WHICH WAS THE LOST SYNTAGMA OR COMPENDIUM OF HIPPOLYTUS, CONSISTING MAINLY OF NOTES OF THE LECTURES OF IRENÆUS; THAT IS TO SAY, IN ALL PROBABILITY, OF THE POLEMICAL TRACTATES WHICH THE BISHOP READ TO HIS COMMUNITY, AND ON WHICH HE BASED HIS LARGER WORK. THUS, RECONSTRUCTING THE LOST DOCUMENT, HE COMPARES IT WITH IRENÆUS, AND INFERS FOR BOTH A COMMON AUTHORITY, PROBABLY THE LOST SYNTAGMA OF JUSTIN. WE THUS SEE THAT OUR MAIN SOURCE IS IRENÆUS. THE REFUTATION OF IRENÆUS IS THE "STORE-HOUSE OF GNOSTICISM"--ACCORDING TO THE FATHERS--FOR THE FIRST TWO CENTURIES. IRENÆUS LIVED FAR AWAY IN THE WILDS OF GAUL; IS HIS EVIDENCE RELIABLE? SETTING ASIDE THE GENERAL PRESUMPTION THAT NO ECCLESIASTICAL WRITER AT SUCH A TIME COULD, IN THE NATURE OF THINGS, HAVE BEEN FAIR TO THE VIEWS OF HIS OPPONENTS, WHICH HE PERFORCE REGARDED AS THE DIRECT PRODUCT OF THE PRINCE OF ALL INIQUITY, WE SHALL SHORTLY SEE THAT FATE HAS AT LENGTH--ONLY A FEW YEARS AGO--PLACED THE FINAL PROOF OF THIS PRESUMPTION IN OUR HANDS. BUT MEANTIME LET US TURN OUR ATTENTION TO OUR DIRECT SOURCES. DIRECT SOURCES OF INFORMATION. WE HAVE NOW NO LESS THAN THREE CODICES CONTAINING COPTIC TRANSLATIONS OF ORIGINAL GREEK GNOSTIC WORKS. (I.) THE ASKEW CODEX, VELLUM, BRITISH MUSEUM, LONDON: CONTAINING THE PISTIS SOPHIA TREATISE AND EXTRACTS FROM THE BOOKS OF THE SAVIOUR. (II.) THE BRUCE CODEX (CONSISTING OF TWO DISTINCT MSS.), PAPYRUS, BODLEIAN LIBRARY, OXFORD: CONTAINING A SERIES OF LENGTHY FRAGMENTS UNDER THE GENERAL TITLE THE BOOK OF THE GREAT LOGOS ACCORDING TO THE MYSTERY; ANOTHER TREATISE OF GREAT SUBLIMITY BUT WITHOUT A TITLE; AND A FRAGMENT OR FRAGMENTS OF YET ANOTHER TREATISE. (III.) THE AKHMĪM CODEX, PAPYRUS, EGYPTIAN MUSEUM, BERLIN: CONTAINING THE GOSPEL OF MARY (OR APOCRYPHON OF JOHN), THE WISDOM OF JESUS CHRIST, AND THE ACTS OF PETER. THE AKHMĪM CODEX WAS ONLY DISCOVERED IN 1896. PRIOR TO 1853, WHEN THE ASKEW CODEX WAS TRANSLATED INTO LATIN, NOTHING OF A PRACTICAL NATURE WAS KNOWN OF ITS CONTENTS, WHILE THE CONTENTS OF THE BRUCE CODEX WERE NOT KNOWN TILL 1891-1892, WHEN TRANSLATIONS APPEARED IN FRENCH AND GERMAN. WE HAVE TO REFLECT ON THE INDIFFERENCE WHICH ALLOWED THESE IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS TO REMAIN, IN THE ONE CASE (COD. ASK.) FOR EIGHTY YEARS WITHOUT TRANSLATION, AND IN THE OTHER (COD. BRUC.) ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS! THE FIRST ATTEMPT AT TRANSLATION IN ENGLISH APPEARED ONLY IN 1896 IN MY VERSION OF PISTIS SOPHIA. IT WILL THUS BE SEEN THAT THE STUDY OF GNOSTICISM FROM DIRECT SOURCES IS QUITE RECENT, AND THAT ALL BUT THE MOST RECENT RESEARCH IS OUT OF DATE. THIS NEW VIEW IS ALL THE MORE FORCED UPON US BY THE LATEST DISCOVERY WHICH IN THE AKHMĪM MS. PLACES IN OUR HANDS THE MEANS OF TESTING THE ACCURACY OF IRENÆUS, THE SHEET-ANCHOR OF HÆRESIOLOGISTS. THE GOSPEL OF MARY IS ONE OF THE ORIGINAL SOURCES THAT IRENÆUS USED. WE ARE NOW ENABLED IN ONE CASE TO CONTROL THE CHURCH FATHER POINT BY POINT--AND FIND THAT HE HAS SO CONDENSED AND PARAPHRASED HIS ORIGINAL THAT THE CONSISTENT SYSTEM OF THE SCHOOL OF GNOSTICISM WHICH HE IS ENDEAVOURING TO REFUTE, APPEARS AS AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE JUMBLE. THIS RECENT ACTIVITY AMONG SPECIALISTS IN GNOSTIC RESEARCH, AT A TIME WHEN A WIDESPREAD INTEREST IN A REVIVAL OF THEOSOPHIC STUDIES HAS PREPARED THE WAY FOR A RECONSIDERATION OF GNOSTICISM FROM, A TOTALLY DIFFERENT STANDPOINT TO THAT OF PURE CRITICISM OR REFUTATION, IS A CURIOUS COINCIDENCE. FROM THE ABOVE CONSIDERATIONS IT IS EVIDENT THAT SO FAR ARE THE GNOSTICS AND THEIR IDEAS FROM BEING BURIED IN THAT OBLIVION WHICH THEIR OPPONENTS HAVE SO FERVENTLY DESIRED AND SO BUSILY STRIVEN TO ENSURE, THAT NOW AT THE OPENING OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY, AT A TIME WHEN BIBLICAL CRITICISM IS WORKING WITH THE REINCARNATED ENERGY AND INDEPENDENCE OF A MARCION, THE MEMORY OF THESE UNIVERSALIZERS OF CHRISTIANITY IS COMING ONCE MORE TO THE FRONT AND OCCUPYING THE ATTENTION OF EARNEST STUDENTS OF RELIGION. IN ADDITION TO THESE INDIRECT AND DIRECT SOURCES THERE IS ALSO ANOTHER SOURCE THAT MAY YIELD US SOME VALUABLE INFORMATION, WHEN SUBMITTED TO THE SEARCHING OF AN ENLIGHTENED CRITICISM. THE LEGENDS AND TRADITIONS PRESERVED IN THE GNOSTIC ACTS DESERVE CLOSER ATTENTION THAN THEY HAVE HITHERTO RECEIVED, AS WE SHALL HOPE TO SHOW IN THE SEQUEL BY QUOTATIONS FROM SEVERAL OF THEM. SOME GNOSTIC FRAGMENTS RECOVERED FROM THE POLEMICAL WRITINGS OF THE CHURCH FATHERS WE SHALL NOW PROCEED TO INTRODUCE THE READER TO THE CHIEF TEACHERS AND SCHOOLS OF GNOSTICISM, AS FAR NO CLASSIFICATION POSSIBLE. AS THEY ARE KNOWN TO US FROM THE POLEMICAL WRITINGS OF THE CHURCH FATHERS. UNFORTUNATELY, WE ARE NOT IN A POSITION TO PRESENT THE STUDENT WITH A SATISFACTORY CLASSIFICATION OF THE GNOSTIC SCHOOLS; EVERY CLASSIFICATION PREVIOUSLY ATTEMPTED HAS COMPLETELY BROKEN DOWN, AND IN THE PRESENT STATE OF OUR KNOWLEDGE WE MUST BE CONTENT TO SIFT THE DIFFERENT PHASES OF DEVELOPMENT OUT OF THE HEAP AS BEST WE CAN. CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, AT THE END OF THE SECOND CENTURY, TRIED THE ROUGH EXPEDIENT OF DIVIDING THESE SCHOOLS OF CHRISTENDOM INTO ASCETIC AND LICENTIOUS SECTS; NEANDER AT THE BEGINNING OF THE PRESENT CENTURY ENDEAVOURED TO CLASSIFY THEM BY THEIR FRIENDLY OR UNFRIENDLY RELATIONS TO JUDAISM; BAUR FOLLOWED WITH AN ATTEMPT WHICH TOOK INTO CONSIDERATION NOT ONLY HOW THEY REGARDED JUDAISM, BUT ALSO THEIR ATTITUDE TO HEATHENISM; MATTER ADOPTED A GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION INTO THE SCHOOLS OF SYRIA, ASIA MINOR, AND EGYPT; AND LIPSIUS FOLLOWED WITH A MORE GENERAL DIVISION INTO THE GNOSTICISM OF SYRIA AND OF ALEXANDRIA. ALL THESE CLASSIFICATIONS BREAK DOWN ON MANY IMPORTANT POINTS; AND WE ARE THUS COMPELLED TO FOLLOW THE IMPERFECT INDICATIONS OF THE EARLIEST PATRISTIC HÆRESIOLOGISTS, WHO VAGUELY AND UNCRITICALLY ASCRIBED THE ORIGIN OF GNOSTICISM TO "SIMON MAGUS." IT IS, HOWEVER, CERTAIN THAT THE ORIGIN OF GNOSTIC IDEAS, SO FAR FROM BEING SIMPLE AND TRACEABLE TO AN INDIVIDUAL, WAS OF A MOST COMPLEX NATURE; SOME HAVE THOUGHT THAT IT HAS TO BE SOUGHT FOR ALONG THE LINE OF SO-CALLED "OPHITISM," WHICH IS A GENERAL TERM AMONG THE HÆRESIOLOGISTS FOR ALMOST EVERYTHING THEY CANNOT ASCRIBE TO A PARTICULAR TEACHER. BUT THE MEDLEY OF SCHOOLS AND TENDENCIES WHICH THE FATHERS INDISCRIMINATELY JUMBLE TOGETHER AS OPHITE, CONTAINS THE MOST HETEROGENEOUS ELEMENTS, GOOD AND BAD. THE NAME OPHITE, OR "SERPENT-WORSHIPPER," IS SIMPLY A TERM OF ABUSE USED SOLELY BY THE REFUTATORS, WHILE THE ADHERENTS OF THESE SCHOOLS CALLED THEMSELVES GENERALLY "GNOSTICS," AND WERE APPARENTLY THE FIRST TO USE THE TERM. WE SHALL, THEREFORE, FIRST OF ALL FOLLOW THE SO-CALLED "SIMONIAN" LINE OF DESCENT UNTIL THE FIRST QUARTER OF THE SECOND CENTURY; THEN PLUNGE INTO THE INDEFINITE CHAOS OF THE "GNOSTICS"; NEXT RETRACE OUR STEPS ALONG A GNOSTIC PHASE OF THE EBIONITE TRADITION; AND FINALLY TREAT OF THE MOST BRILLIANT EPOCH OF GNOSTICISM KNOWN TO US--WHEN BASILIDES, VALENTINUS, AND BARDESANES LIVED AND WORKED AND THOUGHT, AND MARCION AMAZED INFANT ORTHODOXY WITH A "HIGHER CRITICISM" WHICH FOR BOLDNESS HAS PERHAPS NOT YET BEEN EQUALLED EVEN IN OUR OWN DAY. IT WAS AN EPOCH WHICH GAVE BIRTH TO WORKS OF SUCH EXCELLENCE THAT, IN THE WORDS OF DR. CARL SCHMIDT (IN THE INTRODUCTION TO HIS EDITION OF THE CODEX BRUCIANUS), "WE STAND AMAZED, MARVELLING AT THE BOLDNESS OF THE SPECULATIONS, DAZZLED BY THE RICHNESS OF THOUGHT, TOUCHED BY THE DEPTH OF SOUL OF THE AUTHOR"--"A PERIOD WHEN GNOSTIC GENIUS LIKE A MIGHTY EAGLE LEFT THE WORLD BEHIND IT, AND SOARED IN WIDE AND EVER WIDER CIRCLES TOWARDS PURE LIGHT, TOWARDS PURE KNOWLEDGE, IN WHICH IT LOST ITSELF IN ECSTASY." WE SHOULD, HOWEVER, IN STUDYING THE LIVES AND TEACHINGS OF THESE GNOSTICS ALWAYS BEAR IN MIND THAT OUR ONLY SOURCES OF INFORMATION HAVE HITHERTO BEEN THE CARICATURES OF THE HÆRESIOLOGISTS, AND REMEMBER THAT ONLY THE POINTS WHICH SEEMED FANTASTIC TO THE REFUTATORS WERE SELECTED, AND THEN EXAGGERATED BY EVERY ART OF HOSTILE CRITICISM; THE ETHICAL AND GENERAL TEACHINGS WHICH PROVIDED NO SUCH POINTS, WERE ALMOST INVARIABLY PASSED OVER. IT IS, THEREFORE, IMPOSSIBLE TO OBTAIN ANYTHING BUT A MOST DISTORTED PORTRAIT OF MEN WHOSE GREATEST SIN WAS THAT THEY WERE CENTURIES BEFORE THEIR TIME. IT SHOULD FURTHER BE REMEMBERED, THAT THE TERM "HERESY" IN THE FIRST TWO CENTURIES, DID NOT GENERALLY CONNOTE THE NARROW MEANING ASSIGNED TO IT LATER ON. IT WAS SIMPLY THE USUAL TERM FOR A SCHOOL OF PHILOSOPHY; THUS, WE READ OF THE HERESY OF PLATO, OF ZENO, OF ARISTOTLE. THE GNOSTICS, AND THE REST OF CHRISTENDOM ALSO, WERE THUS DIVIDED INTO A NUMBER OF SCHOOLS OR "HERESIES," WHICH IN THOSE EARLY TIMES WERE MORE OR LESS OF EQUAL DIGNITY AND AUTHENTICITY.
THE "SIMONIANS"
THE ORIGIN OF THE NAME.THERE IS NO REASON TO SUPPOSE THAT THE GNOSTICS WHOM THE CHURCH FATHERS CALL "SIMONIANS" WOULD HAVE THEMSELVES ANSWERED TO THE NAME, OR HAVE RECOGNIZED THE LINE OF DESCENT IMAGINED FOR THEM BY THEIR OPPONENTS AS FOUNDED ON ANY BASIS IN FACT. AS EARLY AS JUSTIN MARTYR (C. 150 A.D.), "SIMON" ASSUMED A PROMINENCE OUT OF ALL PROPORTION TO HIS PLACE IN HISTORY. EVIDENTLY JUSTIN REGARDED HIM WITH GREAT DETESTATION, AND ACCUSED THE ROMANS OF WORSHIPPING HIM AS A GOD, ON THE STRENGTH OF AN INSCRIPTION ON A STATUE AT ROME. JUSTIN GIVES THE INSCRIPTION AS "SIMONI DEO SANCTO"--"TO SIMON, THE HOLY GOD." BUT (ALAS! FOR THE REPUTATION OF JUSTIN'S ACCURACY WHEN ENGAGED IN CONTROVERSY) ARCHÆOLOGY HAS DISCOVERED THE STATUE--AND FINDS IT DEDICATED TO A SABINE DEITY, "SEMO SANCUS"! JUSTIN'S ASSERTION, HOWEVER, WAS RECEIVED WITHOUT QUESTION BY SUBSEQUENT HÆRESIOLOGISTS, AS ALL SUCH ASSERTIONS WERE IN THAT UNCRITICAL AGE. NOW IT IS VERY PROBABLE THAT JUSTIN, IN HIS INNUMERABLE CONTROVERSIES IN DEFENCE OF HIS PARTICULAR VIEW OF CHRISTIANITY, WAS MET WITH SOME ARGUMENT IN WHICH SIMON WAS QUOTED AS AN EXAMPLE. IT MAY HAVE BEEN THAT JUSTIN ARGUED THAT THE MIRACLES OF JESUS PROVED ALL THAT JUSTIN CLAIMED ON HIS BEHALF, AND WAS MET BY THE COUNTER-ARGUMENT THAT SIMON ALSO WAS A GREAT WONDER-WORKER, AND MADE GREAT CLAIMS, SO THAT MIRACLES DID NOT PROVE JUSTIN'S CONTENTIONS. THUS, IT MAY HAVE BEEN THAT JUSTIN GREW TO DETEST THE MEMORY OF SIMON, AND SAW HIM AND HIS SUPPORTERS EVERYWHERE, EVEN AT ROME IN A STATUE TO A SABINE GODLING. IT MAY WELL HAVE BEEN THAT SOME WONDER-WORKER CALLED SIMON MAY HAVE ASTONISHED PEOPLE IN SAMARIA WITH HIS PSYCHOLOGICAL TRICKS, AND THAT STORIES WERE STILL IN JUSTIN'S TIME TOLD OF HIM AMONG THE PEOPLE. BUT WHAT DID MOST TO STEREOTYPE THE LEGEND THAT SIMON WAS THE FIRST HERETIC, WAS THE INSERTION OF HIS NAME IN ONE OF THE STORIES INCLUDED IN THE SUBSEQUENTLY CANONICAL ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. THIS TOOK PLACE LATER THAN JUSTIN, AND SO WE HAVE THE FIRST MOMENTS IN THE EVOLUTION OF THE LEGEND OF THE ORIGIN OF HERESY (AND THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO THE FATHERS, OF GNOSTICISM). WHAT THEN IS TOLD US ABOUT "SIMON" AND THE "SIMONIANS," IS ONLY OF INTEREST FOR A RECOVERY OF SOME OF THE IDEAS WHICH THE SUBSEQUENTLY CATHOLIC PARTY WAS STRIVING TO CONTROVERT; IT HAS NO VALUE AS HISTORY.
DOSITHEUS
A FOLLOWER OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.THE LEGENDARY BACKGROUND OF THE PSEUDO-CLEMENTINE POLEMIC INFORMS US THAT THE PRECURSOR OF "SIMON MAGUS" WAS A CERTAIN DOSITHEUS. HE IS MENTIONED IN THE LISTS OF THE EARLIEST HÆRESIOLOGISTS, IN A SAMARITAN CHRONICLE, AND IN THE CHRONICLE OF ABOULFATAH (FOURTEENTH CENTURY); THE NOTICES, HOWEVER, ARE ALL LEGENDARY, AND NOTHING OF A REALLY RELIABLE CHARACTER CAN BE ASSERTED OF THE MAN. THAT HOWEVER HE WAS NOT AN UNIMPORTANT PERSONAGE IS EVIDENCED BY THE PERSISTENCE OF THE SECT OF THE DOSITHEANS TO THE SIXTH CENTURY; ABOULFATAH SAYS EVEN TO THE FOURTEENTH. BOTH DOSITHEUS AND "SIMON MAGUS" WERE, ACCORDING TO TRADITION, FOLLOWERS OF JOHN THE BAPTIST; THEY WERE, HOWEVER, SAID TO BE INIMICAL TO JESUS. DOSITHEUS IS SAID TO HAVE CLAIMED TO BE THE PROMISED PROPHET, "LIKE UNTO MOSES," AND "SIMON" TO HAVE MADE A STILL HIGHER CLAIM. IN FACT, LIKE SO MANY OTHERS IN THOSE DAYS, BOTH WERE CLAIMANTS TO THE MESSIASHIP. THE DOSITHEANS FOLLOWED A MODE OF LIFE CLOSELY RESEMBLING THAT OF THE ESSENES; THEY HAD ALSO THEIR OWN SECRET VOLUMES, AND APPARENTLY A NOT INCONSIDERABLE LITERATURE. DOSITHEUS (DOUSIS, DUSIS, OR DOSTHAI) WAS APPARENTLY AN ARAB, AND IN ARABIA, WE HAVE EVERY REASON TO BELIEVE, THERE WERE MANY MYSTIC COMMUNITIES ALLIED TO THOSE OF THE ESSENES AND THERAPEUTS. ONE OF THE GOSPELS USED BY JUSTIN, UNDER THE GENERAL TITLE "MEMOIRS OF THE APOSTLES," STATES THAT THE "WISE MEN" CAME FROM ARABIA. ONE LEGEND EVEN CLAIMS DOSITHEUS AS THE FOUNDER OF THE SECT OF THE SADDUCEES! LATER TRADITION ASSIGNED TO HIM A GROUP OF THIRTY DISCIPLES, OR TO BE MORE PRECISE TWENTY-NINE AND A-HALF (THE NUMBER OF DAYS IN A MONTH), ONE OF THEM BEING A WOMAN. THAT IS TO SAY, THE SYSTEM OF DOSITHEUS TURNED ON A LUNAR BASIS, JUST AS SUBSEQUENT SYSTEMS ASCRIBED TO JESUS TURNED ON A SOLAR BASIS, THE TWELVE DISCIPLES TYPIFYING THE SOLAR MONTHS OR ZODIACAL SIGNS, OR RATHER CERTAIN FACTS OF THE WISDOM-TRADITION WHICH UNDERLIE THAT SYMBOLISM. DOSITHEUS IS SAID TO HAVE CLAIMED TO BE A MANIFESTATION OF THE "STANDING ONE" OR UNCHANGING PRINCIPLE, THE NAME ALSO ASCRIBED TO THE SUPREME PRINCIPLE OF THE "SIMONIANS." THE ONE FEMALE DISCIPLE WAS HELENA (THE NAME OF THE MOON OR MONTH, SELENE, IN GREEK), WHO APPEARS ALSO IN THE LEGEND OF SIMON. ON THE DIM SCREEN OF DOSITHEAN TRADITION WE CAN THUS SEE SHADOWS PASSING OF THE SOURCES OF A THE PRE-CHRISTIAN GNOSIS. PRE-CHRISTIAN GNOSIS--ARAB, PHŒNICIAN, SYRIAN, BABYLONIAN SHADOWS. MORE INTERESTING STILL, WE CAN THUS, PERHAPS, POINT TO A SOURCE TO WHICH MAY BE TRACED, ALONG ANOTHER LINE OF DESCENT, THE SUBSEQUENT THIRTY ÆONS OF THE VALENTINIAN PLĒRŌMA OR IDEAL WORLD, WITH THE DIVIDED THIRTIETH, SOPHIA (WITHIN AND WITHOUT, ABOVE AND BELOW), THE LOWER ASPECT OF WHICH CONSTITUTED THE WORLD-SOUL OR THE PRIMORDIAL SUBSTANCE OF A WORLD-SYSTEM. IT IS ALSO TO BE OBSERVED THAT ABOULFATAH PLACES DOSITHEUS 100 YEARS B.C. OF COURSE, ONLY VERY QUALIFIED CREDENCE CAN BE GIVEN TO THIS LATE CHRONICLER, BUT STILL IT IS POSSIBLE THAT HE MAY HAVE DRAWN FROM SOURCES NO LONGER ACCESSIBLE TO US. THE STATEMENT IS INTERESTING AS SHOWING THAT THE CHRONICLER RECOGNIZED THE FACT OF A PRE-CHRISTIAN GNOSIS; THOUGH HOW HE RECONCILES THIS JOHN THE BAPTIST DATE WITH THE ORTHODOX CHRONOLOGY IS A PUZZLE. CAN HE HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED BY THE TALMUDIC TRADITION OF THE DATE OF JESUS, WHICH PLACES HIM A CENTURY PRIOR TO OUR ERA? TOGETHER WITH DOSITHEUS AND "SIMON," HEGESIPPUS (ACCORDING TO EUSEBIUS) ALSO MENTIONS CLEOBIUS, GORTHÆUS, AND MASBOTHEUS AS PROMINENT LEADERS OF PRIMITIVE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS.
"SIMON MAGUS"
"SIMON MAGUS," AS WE HAVE ALREADY SAID, IS MENTIONED IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, A DOCUMENT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT COLLECTION, SAID NOT TO BE QUOTED PRIOR TO 177 A.D. IRENÆUS AND HIS SUCCESSORS REPEAT THE ACTS LEGEND. JUSTIN MARTYR (C. 150) SPEAKS OF A CERTAIN SIMON OF GITTA WHOM NEARLY ALL THE SAMARITANS REGARDED WITH THE GREATEST REVERENCE; THIS SIMON, HE SAID, CLAIMED TO BE AN INCARNATION OF THE "GREAT POWER," AND HAD MANY FOLLOWERS. JUSTIN, HOWEVER, MAKES NO REFERENCE TO THE ACTS STORY, AND SO SOME HAVE ASSUMED TWO SIMONS, BUT THIS DOES NOT SEEM TO BE NECESSARY. THE JUSTIN ACCOUNT IS THE NUCLEUS OF THE HUGE SIMONIAN LEGEND WHICH WAS MAINLY DEVELOPED BY THE CYCLE OF PSEUDO-CLEMENTINE LITERATURE OF THE THIRD CENTURY, BASED ON THE SECOND CENTURY CIRCUITS OF PETER. HIPPOLYTUS ALONE, AT THE BEGINNING OF THE THIRD CENTURY, HAS PRESERVED A FEW SCRAPS FROM THE EXTENSIVE LITERATURE OF THE "SIMONIANS"; THE BISHOP OF PORTUS QUOTES FROM A WORK ENTITLED THE GREAT ANNOUNCEMENT, AND SO WE ARE ABLE TO FORM SOME IDEA OF ONE OF THE SYSTEMS OF THESE GNOSTICS. THE SCHEME OF THE GNOSIS CONTAINED IN THIS DOCUMENT, SO FAR FROM PRESENTING A CRUDE FORM, OR MERE GERM, OF GNOSTIC DOCTRINE, HANDS ON TO US A HIGHLY DEVELOPED PHASE OF GNOSTIC TRADITION, WHICH, THOUGH NOT SO ELABORATED AS THE VALENTINIAN SYSTEM, NEVERTHELESS IS ALMOST AS MATURE AS THE BARBĒLŌ SCHEME, REFERRED TO SO CURSORILY BY IRENÆUS, AND NOW PARTLY RECOVERED IN THE NEWLY-DISCOVERED GOSPEL OF MARY. IN THE EARLIEST TIMES TO WHICH CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS SUBSEQUENTLY TRACED THE ORIGIN OF THEIR TRADITIONS, THE EBIONITE "SIMON." THERE WERE, AS WE KNOW FROM VARIOUS SOURCES, NUMEROUS MOVEMENTS IN AND ABOUT PALESTINE OF A PROPHETICAL AND REFORMATORY NATURE, MANY PROPHETS AND TEACHERS OF ETHICAL, MYSTICAL, RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL, AND GNOSTIC DOCTRINES. THE EBIONITE COMMUNITIES FOUND THEMSELVES IN CONFLICT WITH THE FOLLOWERS OF THESE TEACHERS ON MANY POINTS, AND EBIONITE TRADITION HANDED ON A GARBLED ACCOUNT OF THESE DOCTRINAL CONFLICTS. ABOVE ALL THINGS, THE EBIONITES WERE IN BITTEREST STRIFE WITH THE PAULINE CHURCHES. LATER, ON GENERAL CHRISTIANITY SET ITSELF TO WORK TO RECONCILE THE PETRINE AND PAULINE DIFFERENCES, PRINCIPALLY BY THE ACTS DOCUMENT; AND IN COURSE OF TIME EBIONITE TRADITION WAS ALSO EDITED BY THE LIGHT OF THE NEW VIEW, AND THE NAME OF SIMON SUBSTITUTED FOR THE GREAT "HERETIC" WITH WHOM THE EBIONITES HAD STRIVEN. AND SO, THE MODIFIED EBIONITE TRADITION, WHICH WAS PRESUMABLY FIRST COMMITTED TO WRITING IN THE CIRCUITS OF PETER, GRADUALLY EVOLVED A ROMANCE, IN WHICH THE CONFLICTS BETWEEN SIMON PETER THE EBIONITE, AND SIMON THE MAGICIAN, ARE GRAPHICALLY POURTRAYED, THE MAGICAL ARTS OF THE SAMARITAN ARE FOILED, AND HIS FALSE THEOLOGY IS EXPOSED, BY THE DOUGHTY CHAMPION OF THE "POOR MEN." THE LATEST RECENSION OF THIS CYCLE OF ROMANCE GAVE THE WHOLE A ROMAN SETTING, AND SO WE FIND SIMON FINALLY ROUTED BY PETER AT ROME (TO SUIT THE LEGEND OF THE ROMAN CHURCH THAT PETER HAD COME TO ROME), BUT IN EARLIER RECENSIONS PETER DOES NOT TRAVEL BEYOND THE EAST, AND SIMON IS FINALLY ROUTED AT ANTIOCH. A CLOSE INSPECTION OF THE PSEUDO-CLEMENTINE LITERATURE REVEALS A NUMBER OF LITERARY DEPOSITS OR STRATA OF LEGEND, ONE OF WHICH IS OF A VERY REMARKABLE NATURE. BAUR WAS THE FIRST TO POINT THIS OUT, AND HIS FOLLOWERS IN THE TÜBINGEN SCHOOL ELABORATED HIS VIEWS INTO THE THEORY THAT SIMON MAGUS IS SIMPLY THE LEGENDARY SYMBOL FOR PAUL. THE REMARKABLE SIMILARITY OF THE DOCTRINAL POINTS AT ISSUE IN BOTH THE PETRO-SIMONIAN AND PETRO-PAULINE CONTROVERSIES CANNOT BE DENIED, AND THE SCHOLARLY REPUTATION OF THE TÜBINGEN SCHOOL PUTS OUT OF COURT MERE À PRIORI IMPOSSIBILITY. ALTHOUGH, OF COURSE, IT WOULD NOT BE PRUDENT TO TAKE THE EXTREME VIEW THAT WHEREVER SIMON MAGUS IS MENTIONED, PAUL IS MEANT, NEVERTHELESS WE MAY NOT UNCLEARLY DISTINGUISH THIS IDENTITY IN AT LEAST ONE OF THE STRATA OF THE LEGEND. THE "SIMONIAN" SYSTEMS, AS DESCRIBED BY THE FATHERS, REVEAL THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE GNOSIS: THE FATHER OVER ALL, THE LOGOS-IDEA, THE ÆON-WORLD, OR IDEAL UNIVERSE, ITS EMANATION, AND ITS POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE ASPECTS REPRESENTED AS PAIRS OR THE SIMONIAN LITERATURE. SYZYGIES; THE WORLD-SOUL REPRESENTED AS THE THOUGHT OR FEMALE ASPECT OF THE LOGOS; THE DESCENT OF THE SOUL; THE CREATION OF THE SENSIBLE WORLD BY THE BUILDERS; THE DOCTRINES OF REINCARNATION, REDEMPTION, ETC. THE MAIN CHARACTERISTIC OF THE "SIMONIANS" IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN THE PRACTICE OF "MAGIC," WHICH "SIMON" IS REPORTED TO HAVE LEARNED IN EGYPT, AND WHICH GAVE RISE TO MOST OF THE FANTASTIC STORIES INVENTED BY THEIR OPPONENTS. BUT IT IS VERY PROBABLE THAT THE TITLE MAGUS COVERS MUCH MORE THAN THE STORY OF THE SAMARITAN WONDER-WORKER, AND PUTS US IN TOUCH WITH A GNOSTIC LINK WITH PERSIA AND THE MAGI; AND INDEED, THE FIRE-SYMBOLISM USED IN THE MS. QUOTED FROM BY HIPPOLYTUS AMPLY CONFIRMS THIS HYPOTHESIS. IN OTHER RESPECTS, THE "SIMONIAN" GNOSIS WAS ON SIMILAR LINES TO THE BARBĒLŌ-GNOSTIC AND BASILIDO-VALENTINIAN DEVELOPMENTS; THIS IS TO BE CLEARLY SEEN IN THE FRAGMENTS OF THE GREAT ANNOUNCEMENT PRESERVED BY HIPPOLYTUS. THE REST OF THE "SIMONIAN" LITERATURE HAS PERISHED; ONE OF THEIR CHIEF DOCUMENTS, HOWEVER, WAS A BOOK CALLED THE FOUR QUARTERS OF THE WORLD, AND ANOTHER FAMOUS TREATISE CONTAINED A NUMBER OF CONTROVERSIAL POINTS (REFUTATORII SERMONES) ASCRIBED TO "SIMON," WHICH SUBMITTED THE IDEA OF THE GOD OF THE OLD TESTAMENT TO A SEARCHING CRITICISM, ESPECIALLY DEALING WITH THE SERPENT-LEGEND IN GENESIS. THE MAIN SYMBOLISM, WHICH THE EVOLVERS OF THE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] SIMON-LEGEND PARODIED INTO THE MYTH OF SIMON AND HELEN, APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN SIDEREAL; THUS, THE LOGOS AND HIS THOUGHT, THE WORLD-SOUL, WERE SYMBOLIZED AS THE SUN (SIMON) AND MOON (SELĒNĒ, HELEN); SO, WITH THE MICROCOSM, HELEN WAS THE HUMAN SOUL FALLEN INTO MATTER AND SIMON THE MIND WHICH BRINGS ABOUT HER REDEMPTION. MOREOVER, ONE OF THE SYSTEMS APPEARS TO HAVE ATTEMPTED TO INTERPRET THE TROJAN LEGEND AND MYTH OF HELEN IN A SPIRITUAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL FASHION. THIS IS INTERESTING AS SHOWING AN ATTEMPT TO INVOKE THE AUTHORITY OF THE POPULAR GREEK "BIBLE," THE CYCLE OF HOMERIC LEGEND, IN SUPPORT OF GNOSTIC IDEAS. IT WAS THE EXTENSION OF THE METHOD OF THE JEWISH ALLEGORIZERS INTO THE DOMAIN OF GREEK MYTHOLOGY. THE DETRACTORS OF THE "SIMONIANS," AMONG THE CHURCH FATHERS, HOWEVER, EVOLVED THE LEGEND, THAT HELEN WAS A PROSTITUTE WHOM SIMON HAD PICKED UP AT TYRE. THE NAME OF THIS CITY PRESUMABLY LED BAUR TO SUGGEST THAT THE SIMON (‏שמש‎, SUN) AND HELEN (ΣΕΛΉΝΗ, MOON) TERMINOLOGY IS CONNECTED WITH THE PHŒNICIAN CULT OF THE SUN AND MOON DEITIES WHICH WAS STILL PRACTISED IN THAT ANCIENT CITY. DOUBTLESS THE OLD PHŒNICIAN AND SYRIAN IDEAS OF COSMOGONY WERE FAMILIAR TO MANY STUDENTS OF RELIGION AT THAT PERIOD, BUT WE NEED NOT BE TOO PRECISE IN MATTERS SO OBSCURE. THE "SIMONIAN" SYSTEM OF IRENÆUS.IRENÆUS GIVES THE FOLLOWING OUTLINE OF THE SYSTEM HE ASCRIBES TO THE "SIMONIANS." IT IS THE DRAMATIC MYTH OF THE LOGOS AND THE WORLD-SOUL, THE SOPHIA, OR WISDOM. IRENÆUS, HOWEVER, WOULD HAVE IT THAT IT WAS THE PERSONAL CLAIM OF SIMON CONCERNING [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] HELEN; HE EVIDENTLY BASES HIMSELF ON A MS. IN WHICH THE CHRIST, AS THE LOGOS, IS REPRESENTED AS SPEAKING IN THE FIRST PERSON, AND WE SHALL THEREFORE ENDEAVOUR TO RESTORE IT PARTIALLY TO ITS ORIGINAL FORM. "'WISDOM WAS THE FIRST CONCEPTION (OR THOUGHT) OF MY MIND, THE MOTHER OF ALL, BY WHOM IN THE BEGINNING I CONCEIVED IN MY MIND THE MAKING OF THE ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS. THIS THOUGHT LEAPING FORTH FROM ME, AND KNOWING WHAT WAS THE WILL OF HER FATHER, DESCENDED TO THE LOWER REGIONS AND GENERATED THE ANGELS AND POWERS, BY WHOM ALSO THE WORLD WAS MADE. AND AFTER SHE HAD GENERATED THEM, SHE WAS DETAINED BY THEM THROUGH ENVY, FOR THEY DID NOT WISH TO BE THOUGHT THE PROGENY OF ANY OTHER. AS FOR MYSELF, I AM ENTIRELY UNKNOWN TO THEM.' "AND THOUGHT," CONTINUES IRENÆUS, SUMMARISING FROM THE MS., "WAS MADE PRISONER BY THE POWERS AND ANGELS THAT HAD BEEN EMANATED BY HER. AND SHE SUFFERED EVERY KIND OF INDIGNITY AT THEIR HANDS, TO PREVENT HER REASCENDING TO HER FATHER, EVEN TO BEING IMPRISONED IN THE HUMAN BODY AND TRANSMIGRATING INTO OTHER FEMALE [?] BODIES, AS FROM ONE VESSEL INTO ANOTHER...SO, SHE, TRANSMIGRATING FROM BODY TO BODY, AND THEREBY ALSO CONTINUALLY UNDERGOING INDIGNITY, LAST OF ALL EVEN STOOD FOR HIRE IN A BROTHEL; AND SHE WAS THE 'LOST SHEEP.' "'WHEREFORE, ALSO, AM I COME TO TAKE HER AWAY FOR THE FIRST TIME, AND FREE HER FROM HER BONDS; TO MAKE SURE SALVATION TO MEN BY MY GNOSIS.' "FOR AS THE ANGELS," WRITES THE CHURCH FATHER, [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] "WERE MISMANAGING THE WORLD, SINCE EACH OF THEM DESIRED THE SOVEREIGNTY, HE HAD COME TO SET MATTERS RIGHT; AND HE HAD DESCENDED, TRANSFORMING HIMSELF AND BEING MADE LIKE TO THE POWERS AND PRINCIPALITIES AND ANGELS; SO THAT HE APPEARED TO MEN AS A MAN, ALTHOUGH HE WAS NOT A MAN; AND WAS THOUGHT TO HAVE SUFFERED IN JUDÆA, ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT REALLY SUFFER. THE PROPHETS, MOREOVER, HAD SPOKEN THEIR PROPHECIES UNDER THE INSPIRATION OF THE ANGELS WHO MADE THE WORLD." ALL OF THESE DOCTRINES PROCEEDED FROM CIRCLES WHO BELIEVED IN THE MYSTICAL CHRIST, AND ARE COMMON TO MANY OTHER SYSTEMS; IF IRENÆUS HAD ONLY TOLD US THE HISTORY OF THE DOCUMENT WHICH HE WAS SUMMARIZING AND GLOSSING, IF HE HAD BUT COPIED IT VERBALLY, HOW MUCH LABOUR WOULD HE HAVE SAVED POSTERITY! TRUE, HE MAY HAVE BEEN COPYING FROM JUSTIN'S CONTROVERSIAL WRITINGS, AND JUSTIN HAD ALREADY DONE SOME OF THE SUMMARIZING AND COMMENTING; BUT, IN ANY CASE A SINGLE PARAGRAPH OF THE ORIGINAL WOULD HAVE GIVEN US A BETTER GROUND ON WHICH TO FORM A JUDGMENT THAN ALL THE PARAPHRAZING AND RHETORIC OF THESE TWO ANCIENT WORTHIES WHO SO CORDIALLY DETESTED THE GNOSTICS. THE GREAT ANNOUNCEMENT.FORTUNATELY HIPPOLYTUS, WHO CAME LATER, IS MORE CORRECT IN HIS QUOTATIONS, AND OCCASIONALLY COPIES VERBALLY PORTIONS OF THE MSS. WHICH HAD COME INTO HIS HANDS. ONE OF THESE HE ERRONEOUSLY ATTRIBUTES TO "SIMON" HIMSELF, PRESUMABLY BECAUSE HE CONSIDERED IT THE OLDEST GNOSTIC MS. IN HIS POSSESSION; MOST CRITICS, HOWEVER, CONSIDER IT A LATER FORM OF THE GNOSIS THAN THE SYSTEM SUMMARIZED BY IRENÆUS, BUT THERE IS NOTHING TO WARRANT THIS ASSUMPTION. BY THIS TIME THE LEGEND THAT "SIMON" WAS THE FIRST HERETIC HAD BECOME "HISTORY" FOR THE HÆRESIOLOGISTS, AND NO DOUBT HIPPOLYTUS FELT HIMSELF FULLY JUSTIFIED IN ASCRIBING THE CONTENTS OF THE MS. TO ONE WHOM HE SUPPOSED TO BE THE OLDEST LEADER OF THE GNOSIS. THE TITLE OF THE MS. WAS THE GREAT ANNOUNCEMENT, PROBABLY A SYNONYM FOR THE GOSPEL, IN THE BASILIDIAN SENSE OF THE TERM; AND IT OPENED WITH THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "THIS IS THE WRITING OF THE REVELATION OF VOICE-AND-NAME FROM THOUGHT, THE GREAT POWER, THE BOUNDLESS. WHEREFORE SHALL IT BE SEALED, HIDDEN, CONCEALED, LAID IN THE DWELLING OF WHICH THE UNIVERSAL ROOT IS THE FOUNDATION." THE DWELLING IS SAID TO BE MAN, THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. THE SYMBOL OF THE BOUNDLESS THE HIDDEN FIRE. POWER AND UNIVERSAL ROOT WAS FIRE. FIRE WAS CONCEIVED AS BEING OF A TWOFOLD NATURE--THE CONCEALED AND THE MANIFESTED; THE CONCEALED PARTS OF THE FIRE ARE HIDDEN IN THE MANIFESTED, AND THE MANIFESTED PRODUCED BY THE CONCEALED. THE MANIFESTED SIDE OF THE FIRE HAS ALL THINGS IN ITSELF WHICH A MAN CAN PERCEIVE OF THINGS VISIBLE, OR WHICH HE UNCONSCIOUSLY FAILS TO PERCEIVE; WHEREAS THE CONCEALED SIDE IS EVERYTHING WHICH ONE CAN CONCEIVE AS INTELLIGIBLE, EVEN THOUGH IT, ESCAPE SENSATION, OR WHICH A MAN FAILS TO CONCEIVE. BEFORE WE COME TO THE DIRECT QUOTATION, HOWEVER, HIPPOLYTUS TREATS US TO A LENGTHY SUMMARY OF THE GNOSTIC EXPOSITION BEFORE HIM, FROM WHICH WE MAY TAKE THE FOLLOWING AS REPRESENTING THE THOUGHT OF THE WRITER OF THE MS. LESS ERRONEOUSLY THAN THE REST. "OF ALL THINGS THAT ARE CONCEALED AND MANIFESTED, THE FIRE TREE.THE FIRE WHICH IS ABOVE THE HEAVENS IS THE TREASURE-HOUSE, AS IT WERE A GREAT TREE FROM WHICH ALL FLESH IS NOURISHED. THE MANIFESTED SIDE OF THE FIRE IS THE TRUNK, BRANCHES, LEAVES, AND THE OUTSIDE BARK. ALL THESE PARTS OF THE GREAT TREE ARE SET ON FIRE FROM THE ALL-DEVOURING FLAME OF THE FIRE AND DESTROYED. BUT THE FRUIT OF THE TREE, IF ITS IMAGING HAS BEEN PERFECTED AND IT TAKES SHAPE OF ITSELF, IS PLACED IN THE STORE-HOUSE (OR TREASURE), AND NOT CAST INTO THE FIRE. FOR THE FRUIT IS PRODUCED TO BE PLACED IN THE STORE-HOUSE, BUT THE HUSK TO BE COMMITTED TO THE FIRE; THAT IS TO SAY, THE TRUNK, WHICH IS GENERATED NOT FOR ITS OWN SAKE BUT FOR THAT OF THE FRUIT." THIS SYMBOLISM IS OF GREAT INTEREST AS REVEALING POINTS OF CONTACT WITH THE "TREES" AND "TREASURES" OF THE ELABORATE SYSTEMS RECOVERABLE FROM THE COPTIC GNOSTIC WORKS, AND ALSO WITH THE LINE OF TRADITION OF THE CHALDÆAN AND ZOROASTRIAN LOGIA, WHICH WERE THE FAVOURITE STUDY OF SO MANY OF THE LATER PLATONIC SCHOOL. THE FRUIT OF THE FIRE-TREE AND THE "FLOWER OF FIRE" ARE THE SYMBOLS OF (AMONG OTHER THINGS) THE MAN IMMORTAL, THE GARNERED SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE MAN-PLANT; BUT THE FULL INTERPRETATION OF THIS GRAPHIC SYMBOLISM WOULD INCLUDE BOTH THE GENESIS OF THE COSMOS AND THE DIVINIZING OF MAN. MAN (TEACHES THE GNOSIS WE ARE ENDEAVOURING TO RECOVER FROM HIPPOLYTUS) IS SUBJECT TO GENERATION AND SUFFERING SO LONG AS HE REMAINS IN POTENTIALITY; BUT, ONCE THAT HIS "IMAGING FORTH" IS ACCOMPLISHED, HE BECOMES LIKE UNTO GOD, AND, FREED FROM THE BONDS OF SUFFERING AND BIRTH, HE ATTAINS PERFECTION. BUT TO OUR QUOTATION FROM THE GREAT ANNOUNCEMENT, TAKEN APPARENTLY FROM THE VERY BEGINNING OF THE TREATISE, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE SUPERSCRIPTION: "TO YOU, THEREFORE, I SAY WHAT I SAY, AND WRITE WHAT I WRITE. AND THE WRITING IS THIS: "OF THE UNIVERSAL ÆONS THERE ARE TWO GROWTHS, WITHOUT BEGINNING OR END, SPRINGING FROM ONE THE ÆONS. ROOT, WHICH IS THE POWER SILENCE INVISIBLE, INAPPREHENSIBLE. OF THESE ONE APPEARS FROM ABOVE, WHICH IS THE GREAT POWER, THE UNIVERSAL MIND, ORDERING ALL THINGS, MALE; AND THE OTHER FROM BELOW, THE GREAT THOUGHT (OR CONCEPTION), FEMALE, PRODUCING ALL THINGS. "HENCE MATCHING EACH OTHER, THEY UNITE AND MANIFEST THE MIDDLE SPACE, INCOMPREHENSIBLE AIR [SPIRIT], WITHOUT BEGINNING OR END. IN THIS [AIR] IS THE [SECOND] FATHER WHO SUSTAINS AND NOURISHES ALL THINGS WHICH HAVE BEGINNING AND END. "THIS [FATHER] IS HE WHO HAS STOOD, STANDS AND WILL STAND, A MALE-FEMALE POWER, LIKE THE PRE-EXISTING BOUNDLESS POWER, WHICH HAS NEITHER BEGINNING NOR END, EXISTING IN ONENESS. IT WAS FROM THIS BOUNDLESS POWER THAT THOUGHT, WHICH HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN HIDDEN IN ONENESS, FIRST PROCEEDED AND BECAME TWAIN. "HE [THE BOUNDLESS] WAS ONE; HAVING HER IN HIMSELF, HE WAS ALONE. YET WAS HE NOT 'FIRST,' THOUGH 'PRE-EXISTING,' FOR IT WAS ONLY WHEN HE WAS MANIFESTED TO HIMSELF FROM HIMSELF THAT THERE WAS A 'SECOND.' NOR WAS HE CALLED FATHER BEFORE [THOUGHT] CALLED HIM FATHER. "AS, THEREFORE, PRODUCING HIMSELF BY HIMSELF, HE MANIFESTED TO HIMSELF HIS OWN THOUGHT, SO ALSO HIS MANIFESTED THOUGHT DID NOT MAKE THE [MANIFESTED--THE SECOND] FATHER, BUT CONTEMPLATING HIM HID HIM--THAT IS, HIS POWER--IN HERSELF AND IS MALE-FEMALE, POWER AND THOUGHT. "HENCE, THEY MATCH EACH OTHER, BEING ONE; FOR THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN POWER AND THOUGHT. FROM THE THINGS ABOVE IS DISCOVERED POWER, AND FROM THOSE BELOW THOUGHT. "THUS, IT COMES TO PASS THAT THAT WHICH IS MANIFESTED FROM THEM, THOUGH ONE, IS FOUND TO BE TWO, MALE-FEMALE, HAVING THE FEMALE IN ITSELF. EQUALLY SO IS MIND IN THOUGHT; THEY REALLY ARE ONE, BUT WHEN SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER THEY APPEAR AS TWO." SO MUCH FOR THE GREAT ANNOUNCEMENT OF "SIMON." THAT SOME DOCUMENT MAY YET BE DISCOVERED WHICH WILL THROW FRESH LIGHT ON THE SUBJECT IS NOT AN IMPOSSIBILITY; IN THE MEANTIME, WE CAN RESERVE OUR JUDGMENT, AND REGARD ALL POSITIVE STATEMENTS THAT "SIMON" WAS THE "FIRST-BORN SON OF SATAN" AS FOREIGN TO THE QUESTION.
MENANDER
ONE OF THE TEACHERS OF THE "SIMONIAN" GNOSIS WHO WAS SINGLED OUT BY JUSTIN FOR SPECIAL MENTION, BECAUSE HIS DATE. OF HIS HAVING LED "MANY" AWAY, EVEN AS MARCION WAS GAINING AN ENORMOUS FOLLOWING IN JUSTIN'S OWN TIME, IS MENANDER, A NATIVE, WE ARE TOLD, OF THE SAMARITAN TOWN CAPPARATEA. THE NOTICE IN JUSTIN SHOWS US THAT MENANDER WAS A MAN OF A PAST GENERATION, AND THAT HE WAS SPECIALLY, FAMOUS BECAUSE OF HIS NUMEROUS FOLLOWING. WE KNOW THAT THE DATES OF THIS PERIOD ARE EXCEEDINGLY OBSCURE EVEN FOR JUSTIN, OUR EARLIEST AUTHORITY. FOR INSTANCE, WRITING ABOUT 150 A.D., HE SAYS THAT JESUS LIVED 150 YEARS BEFORE HIS TIME. HIS "SIMON" AND MENANDER DATES ARE EQUALLY VAGUE; MENANDER MAY HAVE LIVED A GENERATION OR FOUR GENERATIONS BEFORE JUSTIN'S TIME, OR STILL EARLIER. THE CENTRE OF ACTIVITY OF MENANDER IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN AT ANTIOCH, ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT COMMERCIAL HIS DOCTRINES. AND LITERARY CITIES OF THE GRÆCO-ROMAN WORLD, ON THE HIGHWAY OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN EAST AND WEST. HE SEEMS TO HAVE HANDED ON THE GENERAL OUTLINES OF THE GNOSIS; ESPECIALLY INSISTING ON THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE GOD OVER ALL AND THE CREATIVE POWER OR POWERS, THE "FORCES OF NATURE." WISDOM, HE TAUGHT, WAS TO BE ATTAINED BY THE PRACTICAL DISCIPLINE OF TRANSCENDENTAL "MAGIC"; THAT IS TO SAY, THE GNOSIS WAS NOT TO BE ATTAINED BY FAITH ALONE, BUT BY DEFINITE ENDEAVOUR AND CONSCIOUS STRIVING ALONG THE PATH OF COSMOLOGICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCE. MENANDER PROFESSED TO TEACH A KNOWLEDGE OF THE POWERS OF NATURE, AND THE WAY WHEREBY THEY COULD BE SUBJECTED TO THE PURIFIED HUMAN WILL; HE IS ALSO SAID TO HAVE CLAIMED TO BE THE SAVIOUR SENT DOWN BY THE HIGHER POWERS OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, TO TEACH MEN THE SACRED KNOWLEDGE WHEREBY THEY COULD FREE THEMSELVES FROM THE DOMINION OF THE LOWER ANGELS. IT IS, HOWEVER, ALMOST CERTAIN THAT MENANDER MADE NO MORE CLAIM TO BE THE SAVIOUR (IN THE CATHOLIC MEANING OF THE TERM) THAN DID "SIMON." THE SAVIOUR WAS THE LOGOS, AS WE HAVE SEEN ABOVE. THE CLAIM OF THE GNOSTICS WAS THAT A MAN MIGHT SO PERFECT HIMSELF THAT HE BECAME A CONSCIOUS WORKER WITH THE LOGOS; ALL THOSE WHO DID SO, BECAME "CHRISTS," AND AS SUCH WERE SAVIOURS, BUT NOT IN THE SENSE OF BEING THE LOGOS HIMSELF. THE NEOPHYTE ON RECEIVING "BAPTISM," THAT IS TO SAY, ON REACHING A CERTAIN STATE OF INTERIOR PURIFICATION OR ENLIGHTENMENT, WAS SAID TO "RISE FROM THE DEAD"; THEREAFTER, HE "NEVER GREW OLD AND BECAME IMMORTAL," THAT IS TO SAY, HE OBTAINED POSSESSION OF THE UNBROKEN CONSCIOUSNESS OF HIS SPIRITUAL EGO. MENANDER WAS ESPECIALLY OPPOSED TO THE MATERIALISTIC DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY, AND THIS WAS MADE A SPECIAL GROUND OF COMPLAINT AGAINST HIM BY THE PATRISTIC WRITERS OF THE SUBSEQUENT CENTURIES. THE FOLLOWERS OF MENANDER WERE CALLED MENANDRISTS, AND WE CAN ONLY REGRET THAT NO RECORD HAS BEEN LEFT OF THEM AND THEIR WRITINGS. AS THEY SEEM TO HAVE BEEN CENTRALIZED AT ANTIOCH--SEEING THAT TRADITION ASSIGNS THE FOUNDING OF THE CHURCH OF ANTIOCH TO PAUL, AND ASSIGNS TO IT PETER AS ITS FIRST BISHOP; SEEING AGAIN THAT THE "WITHSTANDING TO THE FACE" INCIDENT IS PLACED BY THE ACTS TRADITION IN THE SAME CITY--IT MAY BE THAT THEIR WRITINGS WOULD HAVE THROWN SOME LIGHT ON THESE OBSCURE TRADITIONS. I WOULD, HOWEVER, SUGGEST THAT MAINANDROS SHOULD BE PLACED FAR EARLIER THAN "SIMON," AND THAT WE A LINK WITH ZOROASTRIANISM. SHOULD SEE IN HIM ONE OF THE EARLIEST LINKS BETWEEN GNOSTICISM AND THE MAGIAN TRADITION. IT MAY BE EVEN THAT THE GNOSTICS TRACED THE TRADITION OF THEIR ÆON-LORE TO THIS DISCIPLE OF THE MAGI, FOR THE ROOT OF THEIR ÆONOLOGY IS TO BE FOUND IN THE ZOROASTRIAN AMSHASPENDS, THE PERSONAL EMANATIONS OF AHURAMAZDA, AS MILLS AND OTHERS HAVE SHOWN; THOUGH I MYSELF WOULD SEEK THE ORIGIN OF THE ÆON-DOCTRINE IN EGYPT. 
SATURNINUS
SATURNINUS, OR MORE CORRECTLY SATORNILUS, IS GENERALLY REGARDED AS THE FOUNDER OF THE SYRIAN GNOSIS, BUT THE CHAIN OF TEACHERS. THERE IS EVERY REASON TO SUPPOSE THAT GNOSTICISM WAS WIDESPREAD IN SYRIA PRIOR TO HIS TIME. JUSTIN MARTYR (TRYPHO, XXXV.), WRITING BETWEEN 150 AND 160, SPEAKS OF THE SATORNILIANS AS A VERY IMPORTANT BODY, FOR HE BRACKETS THEM WITH THE MARCIANS (? MARCIONITES), BASILIDIANS AND VALENTINIANS, THE MOST IMPORTANT SCHOOLS OF THE GNOSIS IN HIS TIME. SATURNINUS, BASILIDES AND VALENTINUS WERE SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER RESPECTIVELY BY AT LEAST A GENERATION, AND SATURNINUS MAY THUS BE PLACED SOMEWHERE ABOUT THE END OF THE FIRST AND THE BEGINNING OF THE SECOND CENTURY; BUT THIS ASSIGNMENT OF DATE RESTS ENTIRELY UPON THE PATRISTIC STATEMENTS THAT MENANDER WAS THE TEACHER OF SATURNINUS, SATURNINUS OF BASILIDES, AND BASILIDES OF VALENTINUS. IT IS, HOWEVER, NOT IMPROBABLE THAT, WITH REGARD TO THE FIRST TWO, A GENERAL SIMILARITY OF DOCTRINE ALONE WAS SUFFICIENT REASON FOR THE HÆRESIOLOGISTS TO FATHER THE ORIGIN OF SATURNINUS’ SYSTEM UPON MENANDER HIMSELF, WHEREAS IN REALITY A GENERATION OR TWO MAY HAVE ELAPSED BETWEEN THEM, AND THEY MAY HAVE NEVER AS A MATTER OF FACT MET FACE TO FACE. SATURNINUS IS SAID TO HAVE TAUGHT AT ANTIOCH, BUT ASCETICISM (AS IS ALMOST THE INVARIABLE CASE WITH THE GNOSTIC DOCTORS) WE HAVE NO INFORMATION AS TO HIS NATIONALITY OR THE INCIDENTS OF HIS LIFE. HE WAS ESPECIALLY DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS RIGID ASCETICISM, OR ENCRATISM. HIS FOLLOWERS ABSTAINED FROM MARRIAGE AND FROM ANIMAL FOOD OF ALL KINDS, AND THE RIGIDITY OF THEIR MODE OF LIFE ATTRACTED MANY ZEALOUS ADHERENTS. SALMON SAYS THAT SATURNINUS SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN THE FIRST TO HAVE INTRODUCED ENCRATISM "AMONG THOSE WHO CALLED THEMSELVES CHRISTIANS." PROTESTANT THEOLOGIANS ESPECIALLY REGARD ENCRATISM AS A HERETICAL PRACTICE; BUT THERE SEEMS NO SUFFICIENT REASON FOR ASSUMING THAT SO COMMON A FEATURE OF THE RELIGIOUS LIFE CAN BE TRACED TO ANY PARTICULAR TEACHER. OUR INFORMATION AS TO THE SATURNINIAN SYSTEMSUMMARY OF DOCTRINES. IS UNFORTUNATELY EXCEEDINGLY DEFECTIVE; THE SHORT SUMMARY OF IRENÆUS IS PRESUMABLY BASED ON, OR A COPY OF, THE LOST COMPENDIUM OF JUSTIN. THIS IS ALL THE MORE REGRETTABLE AS FULLER INFORMATION WOULD HAVE PROBABLY ENABLED US TO TRACE ITS CONNECTION WITH THE "OPHITE" AND "BARBĒLŌ" DEVELOPMENTS, AND TO DEFINE THE RELATIONS OF ALL THREE TO THE GNOSTICISM OF BASILIDES AND VALENTINUS. THE MAIN FEATURES ARE OF THE SAME NATURE AS THOSE OF THE "SIMONIAN" AND MENANDRIAN GNOSIS; WE SHOULD, HOWEVER, ALWAYS BEAR IN MIND THAT THESE EARLY SYSTEMS, INSTEAD OF BEING GERMINAL, OR SIMPLE EXPRESSIONS, MAY HAVE BEEN ELABORATE ENOUGH. THE MERE FACT THAT IRENÆUS GIVES A SUMMARY WHICH PRESENTS COMPARATIVELY SIMPLE FEATURES, IS NO GUARANTEE THAT THE SYSTEMS THEMSELVES MAY NOT HAVE BEEN FULL AND CAREFULLY WORKED OUT EXPOSITIONS. WE MAY WITH SAFETY REGARD THE SUMMARY OF THE BISHOP OF LYONS AS A ROUGH INDICATION OF HEADS OF DOCTRINE, AS A CATALOGUE OF SUBJECTS DEPRIVED OF THEIR CONTENT. THUS, WE LEARN THAT SATURNINUS TAUGHT THE UNKNOWN FATHER; THE GREAT INTERMEDIATE HIERARCHIES, ARCHANGELS, ANGELS, AND POWERS; THE SEVEN CREATIVE SPHERES AND THEIR RULERS; THE BUILDERS OF THE UNIVERSE AND THE FASHIONERS OF MAN. THERE WERE NUMEROUS INIMICAL HIERARCHIES AND THEIR RULERS, AND A SCHEME OF REGENERATION WHEREBY A WORLD-SAVIOUR IN THE APPARENT FORM OF MAN, THOUGH NOT REALLY A MAN, BRINGS ABOUT NOT ONLY THE DEFEAT OF THE EVIL POWERS, BUT ALSO RESCUES ALL WHO HAVE THE LIGHT-SPARK WITHIN THEM, FROM THE POWERS OF THE CREATIVE HIERARCHIES, AMONG WHOM WAS PLACED THE YAHWEH OF THE JEWS. THE JEWISH SCRIPTURES WERE IMPERFECT AND ERRONEOUS; SOME PROPHECIES BEING INSPIRED BY THE CREATIVE ANGELS, BUT OTHERS BY THE EVIL POWERS. THE MOST INTERESTING FEATURE OF THE SYSTEM WHICH IRENÆUS HAS PRESERVED FOR US, IS THE MYTH OF THE CREATION OF MAN BY THE ANGELS, OR RATHER THE FABRICATION OF MAN'S EXTERNAL ENVELOPE BY THE HIERARCHIES OF THE BUILDERS. THE MAKING OF MAN.THE MAKING OF MAN WAS ON THIS WISE. A SHINING IMAGE OR TYPE WAS SHOWN BY THE LOGOS TO THE DEMIURGIC ANGELS; BUT WHEN THEY WERE UNABLE TO SEIZE HOLD UPON IT, FOR IT WAS WITHDRAWN IMMEDIATELY, THEY SAID TO ONE ANOTHER: "LET US MAKE MAN ACCORDING TO [THIS] IMAGE AND LIKENESS." THEY ACCORDINGLY ENDEAVOURED TO DO SO, BUT THE NATURE-POWERS COULD ONLY EVOLVE AN ENVELOPE OR PLASM, WHICH COULD NOT STAND UPRIGHT, BUT LAY ON THE GROUND HELPLESS AND CRAWLING LIKE A WORM. THEN THE POWER ABOVE, IN COMPASSION, SENT FORTH THE LIFE-SPARK, AND THE PLASM ROSE UPRIGHT, AND LIMBS DEVELOPED AND WERE KNIT TOGETHER, THAT IS TO SAY, IT HARDENED OR BECAME DENSER AS RACE SUCCEEDED RACE; AND SO, THE BODY OF MAN WAS EVOLVED, AND THE LIGHT-SPARK, OR REAL MAN, TABERNACLED IN IT. THIS LIGHT-SPARK HASTENS BACK AFTER DEATH TO THOSE OF ITS OWN NATURE, AND THE REST OF THE ELEMENTS OF THE BODY ARE DISSOLVED. HERE WE HAVE IN ROUGH SUGGESTION THE SAME THEORY OF THE EVOLUTION OF THE BODIES OF THE EARLY RACES AS WE FIND ADVANCED, FROM TOTALLY DIFFERENT SOURCES AND AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT STANDPOINT, BY A NUMBER OF MODERN WRITERS ON THEOSOPHIC DOCTRINES--AND, THEREFORE, WE ALL THE MORE REGRET THAT THE ORTHODOX PREJUDICES OF IRENÆUS OR HIS INFORMANT HAVE TREATED SATURNINUS AND HIS "HERESY" WITH SO SCANT NOTICE.
THE "OPHITES."
THE TASK WE HAVE NOW TO ATTEMPT IS BY FAR THE MOST DIFFICULT WHICH CAN BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE STUDENT THE OBSCURITY OF THE SUBJECT. OF PATRISTIC GNOSTICISM. WHEN WE HAVE THE NAME OF AN INDIVIDUAL TEACHER TO GUIDE US, THERE IS AT LEAST A POINT ROUND WHICH CERTAIN IDEAS AND STATEMENTS MAY BE GROUPED; BUT WHEN WE HAVE NO SUCH INDICATIONS, BUT ONLY SCRAPS OF INFORMATION, OR SUMMARIES OF "SOME SAY" AND "OTHERS MAINTAIN," AS IN IRENÆUS; OR VAGUE DESIGNATIONS OF WIDESPREAD SCHOOLS OF VARIOUS PERIODS, AS IN HIPPOLYTUS; WHEN FURTHER WE REFLECT THAT AMONG SUCH SURROUNDINGS WE ARE FACE TO FACE WITH ONE OF THE MAIN STREAMS OF EVOLVING GNOSTICISM, AND REALIZE THE COMPLETE ABSENCE OF ANY DEFINITE LANDMARKS, WHERE ALL SHOULD HAVE BEEN CAREFULLY SURVEYED--A FEELING ALMOST OF DESPAIR COMES OVER EVEN THE MOST ENTHUSIASTIC STUDENT. IT HAS BEEN SUPPOSED THAT UP TO THE TIME OF IRENÆUS GNOSTIC DOCUMENTS WERE FREELY CIRCULATED; BUT THAT BY THE TIME OF HIPPOLYTUS (THAT IS TO SAY, AFTER THE LAPSE OF A GENERATION OR MORE) ORTHODOXY HAD MADE SUCH HEADWAY THAT THE GNOSTIC DOCUMENTS WERE WITHDRAWN FROM CIRCULATION AND HIDDEN, AND THAT THIS ACCOUNTS FOR THE GLEE OF HIPPOLYTUS, WHO TAUNTS THE GNOSTICS WITH HIS POSSESSION OF SOME OF THEIR SECRET MSS. I AM, HOWEVER, CONVINCED THAT THE MOST RECONDITE AND TECHNICAL TREATISES OF THE GNOSTICS WERE NEVER CIRCULATED; THE ADHERENTS OF THE GNOSIS WERE TOO MUCH IMBUED WITH THE IDEA OF A "SECRET DOCTRINE" AND GRADES OF INITIATION TO BLAZON THEIR INNER TENETS FORTH ON THE HOUSE-TOPS. ALSO, I DOUBT EXCEEDINGLY WHETHER THESE INTERTWINED SCHOOLS AND PHASES OF DOCTRINE WERE SEPARATED FROM ONE ANOTHER IN ANY VERY PRECISE FASHION, OR THAT THE BASILIDIANS, VALENTINIANS, AND THE REST, DISTINGUISHED THEMSELVES BY SUCH DESIGNATIONS. GNOSTICISM WAS A LIVING THING, NO CRYSTALLIZED SYSTEM OR DEAD ORTHODOXY; EACH COMPETENT STUDENT THOUGHT OUT THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE GNOSIS IN HIS OWN FASHION, AND GENERALLY PHRASED IT IN HIS OWN TERMS. IN TREATING THIS PART OF OUR ESSAY ALSO ANOTHER DIFFICULTY PRESENTS ITSELF; WE ARE WRITING FOR THOSE WHO ARE PRESUMABLY BUT SLIGHTLY ACQUAINTED WITH THE SUBJECT, AND WHO WOULD ONLY BE CONFUSED BY A MASS OF DETAILS. IT IS, HOWEVER, PRECISELY THESE DETAILS WHICH ARE OF INTEREST AND IMPORTANCE, AND THEREFORE A SUMMARY MUST AT BEST BE EXCEEDINGLY IMPERFECT AND LIABLE TO MISCONSTRUCTION. WE HAVE THUS TO SET UP OUR FINGER-POSTS AS BEST WE MAY. THE TERM "OPHITE." AS STATED ABOVE, THE TERM "OPHITE" IS EXCEEDINGLY ERRONEOUS; IT DOES NOT GENERALLY DESCRIBE THE SCHOOLS OF WHICH WE ARE TREATING; IT WAS NOT USED BY THE ADHERENTS OF THE SCHOOLS THEMSELVES, WHO MOSTLY PREFERRED THE TERM GNOSTIC; EVEN WHERE THE SYMBOLISM OF THE SERPENT ENTERS INTO THE EXPOSITION OF THEIR SYSTEMS, IT IS BY NO MEANS THE CHARACTERISTIC FEATURE. IN BRIEF, THIS TERM, WHICH ORIGINATED IN THE FALLACY OF TAKING A VERY SMALL PART FOR THE WHOLE--A FAVOURITE TRICK OF THE HÆRESIOLOGIST, WHOSE MAIN WEAPON WAS TO EXAGGERATE A MINOR DETAIL INTO A MAIN CHARACTERISTIC--HAS BEEN USED AS A VAGUE DESIGNATION FOR ALL EXPOSITION OF GNOSTIC DOCTRINE WHICH COULD NOT BE ASCRIBED TO A DEFINITE TEACHER. IT IS IN THIS FOUNDLING ASYLUM, SO TO SAY, THAT WE MUST LOOK FOR THE GENERAL OUTLINES WHICH FORM THE BASIS OF THE TEACHINGS OF EVEN BASILIDES AND VALENTINUS, EACH OF WHOM, LIKE THE REST OF THE GNOSTICS, MODIFIED THE GENERAL TRADITION IN HIS OWN PECULIAR FASHION. THIS "OPHITE" GNOSTICISM IS SAID BY PHILASTER TO BE PRE-CHRISTIAN; IRENÆUS, AFTER DETAILING A SYSTEM, WHICH THEODORET WHEN COPYING FROM HIM CALLS "OPHITE," SAYS THAT IT WAS FROM THE VALENTINIAN SCHOOL. CELSUS, THE PAGAN PHILOSOPHER, IN HIS TRUE WORD, WRITING ABOUT THE THIRD QUARTER OF THE SECOND CENTURY, MAKES NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE REST OF THE CHRISTIAN WORLD AND THOSE WHOM ORIGEN, ALMOST A CENTURY AFTERWARDS, IN HIS REFUTATION OF CELSUS, CALLS "OPHIANI." THE LATEST CRITICISM IS OF OPINION THAT PHILASTER HAS BLUNDERED, BUT THE STATEMENT IS SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE THAT THERE WAS A BODY OF PRE-CHRISTIAN GNOSIS, THAT THE STREAM FLOWED UNBROKENLY AND IN EVER-INCREASING VOLUME DURING THE FIRST TWO CENTURIES, AND THAT THE ERRONEOUS DESIGNATION "OPHITE" STILL MARKS OUT ONE OF ITS MAIN CHANNELS. THE SERPENT-SYMBOL PLAYED A GREAT PART IN THE MYSTERIES OF THE ANCIENTS, ESPECIALLY IN GREECE, EGYPT, THE SERPENT SYMBOL. AND PHOENICIA; THENCE WE CAN TRACE IT BACK TO SYRIA, BABYLONIA, AND FARTHER EAST TO INDIA, WHERE IT STILL SURVIVES AND RECEIVES DUE EXPLANATION. IT FIGURED FORTH THE MOST INTIMATE PROCESSES OF THE GENERATION OF THE UNIVERSE AND OF MAN, AND ALSO OF THE MYSTIC BIRTH. IT WAS THE GLYPH OF THE CREATIVE POWER, AND IN ITS LOWEST FORM WAS DEBASED INTO A PHALLIC EMBLEM. PHYSICAL PROCREATION AND THE PROCESSES OF CONCEPTION ARE LOWER MANIFESTATIONS OF THE ENERGIZING OF THE GREAT CREATIVE WILL AND THE EVOLUTIONARY WORLD-PROCESS. BUT THE ONE IS AS FAR REMOVED FROM THE OTHER, AS MAN'S BODY IS FROM THE BODY OF THE UNIVERSE, AS MAN'S ANIMAL DESIRE FROM THE DIVINE WILL OF DEITY. THE MYSTERIES OF SEX WERE EXPLAINED IN THE ADYTA OF THE ANCIENT TEMPLES; AND NATURALLY ENOUGH THE ATTEMPT TO GET BEHIND THE GREAT PASSION OF MANKIND WAS FRAUGHT WITH THE GREATEST PERIL. A KNOWLEDGE OF THE MYSTERY LED MANY TO ASCETICISM; A MERE CURIOUS PRYING INTO THE MATTER LED TO ABUSE. ILLUMINATION, SEERSHIP, AND SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE, WERE THE REWARD OF THE PURE IN BODY AND MIND; SEXUAL EXCESS AND DEPRAVITY PUNISHED THE PRYING OF THE UNFIT. THIS EXPLAINS ONE OF THE MOST CURIOUS PHENOMENA IN RELIGIOUS HISTORY; THE BRIGHT AND DARK SIDES ARE ALMOST INVARIABLY FOUND TOGETHER; WHENEVER AN ATTEMPT IS MADE TO SHED SOME LIGHT ON THE MYSTERY OF THE WORLD AND OF MAN, THE WHOLE NATURE IS QUICKENED, AND IF THE ANIMAL IS THE STRONGER, IT BECOMES ALL THE MORE UNCONTROLLED OWING TO THE QUICKENING. THUS, WE FIND THAT SOME OBSCURE GROUPS OF DABBLERS IN THE MYSTERY-TRADITION FELL INTO GRAVE ERRORS, NOT ONLY OF THEORY BUT OF PRACTICE, AND THAT PATRISTIC WRITERS OF THE SUBSEQUENT CENTURIES TRIED BY EVERY MEANS TO EXAGGERATE THIS PARTICULAR INTO A GENERAL CHARGE AGAINST "ERROR"; WHEREAS, AS A MATTER OF FACT, IT IS IN THE WRITINGS OF THE GNOSTICS THEMSELVES THAT WE FIND THE SEVEREST CONDEMNATION OF SUCH ABUSES. AS MAN WAS GENERATED IN THE WOMB FROM A "SERPENT" AND AN "EGG," SO WAS THE UNIVERSE; BUT THE SERPENT OF THE UNIVERSE WAS THE GREAT POWER, THE MIGHTY WHIRLWIND, THE VAST VORTEX, AND THE EGG WAS THE ALL-ENVELOPE OF THE WORLD SYSTEM, THE PRIMORDIAL "FIRE-MIST." THE SERPENT WAS THUS THE GLYPH OF THE DIVINE WILL, THE DIVINE REASON, THE MIND OF DEITY, THE LOGOS. THE EGG WAS THE THOUGHT, THE CONCEPTION, THE MOTHER OF ALL. THE GERMINAL UNIVERSE WAS FIGURED AS A CIRCLE WITH A SERPENT LYING DIAGONALLY ALONG ITS FIELD, OR TWINED A CERTAIN NUMBER OF TIMES ROUND IT. THIS SERPENTINE FORCE FASHIONED THE UNIVERSE, AND FASHIONED MAN. IT CREATED HIM; AND YET HE IN HIS TURN COULD USE IT FOR CREATION, IF HE WOULD ONLY CEASE FROM GENERATION. THE CADUCEUS, OR ROD OF MERCURY, AND THE THYRSUS IN THE GREEK MYSTERIES, WHICH CONDUCTED THE SOUL FROM LIFE TO DEATH, AND FROM DEATH TO LIFE, FIGURED FORTH THE SERPENTINE POWER IN MAN, AND THE PATH WHEREBY IT WOULD CARRY THE "MAN" ALOFT TO THE HEIGHT, IF HE WOULD BUT CAUSE THE "WATERS OF THE JORDAN" TO "FLOW UPWARDS." THE SERPENT OF GENESIS, THE SERPENT-ROD OF MOSES, AND THE UPLIFTING OF THE BRAZEN SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS, WERE PROMPTLY SEIZED UPON BY JEWISH GNOSTICS AS MYTHOLOGICAL IDEAS SIMILAR TO THE MYTHS OF THE MYSTERIES. TO GIVE THE READER AN INSIGHT INTO THEIR METHODS OF MYSTICAL EXEGESIS, WHICH LOOKED TO AN INNER PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCE, WE MAY HERE APPEND THEIR INTERPRETATION OF WHAT MAY BE CALLED "THE MYTH OF THE GOING-FORTH." THE MYTH WAS COMMON TO A NUMBER OF SCHOOLS, BUT HIPPOLYTUS ASCRIBES IT TO AN OTHERWISE UNKNOWN SCHOOL CALLED THE PERATÆ, SUPPOSED TO MEAN TRANSCENDENTALISTS, OR THOSE WHO BY MEANS OF THE GNOSIS HAD "PASSED BEYOND" OR "CROSSED OVER." THE MYTH OF THE GOING-FORTH. THUS, THEN THEY EXPLAINED THE EXODUS-MYTH. EGYPT IS THE BODY; ALL THOSE WHO IDENTIFY THEMSELVES WITH THE BODY ARE THE IGNORANT, THE EGYPTIANS. TO "COME FORTH" OUT OF EGYPT IS TO LEAVE THE BODY; AND TO PASS THROUGH THE RED SEA IS TO CROSS OVER THE OCEAN OF GENERATION, THE ANIMAL AND SENSUAL NATURE, WHICH IS HIDDEN WITHIN THE BLOOD. YET EVEN THEN THEY ARE NOT SAFE; CROSSING THE RED SEA THEY ENTER THE DESERT, THE INTERMEDIATE STATE OF THE DOUBTING LOWER MIND. THERE THEY ARE ATTACKED BY THE "GODS OF DESTRUCTION," WHICH MOSES CALLED THE "SERPENTS OF THE DESERT," AND WHICH PLAGUE THOSE WHO SEEK TO ESCAPE FROM THE "GODS OF GENERATION." TO THEM MOSES, THE TEACHER, SHOWS THE TRUE SERPENT CRUCIFIED ON THE CROSS OF MATTER, AND BY ITS MEANS THEY ESCAPE FROM THE DESERT AND ENTER THE PROMISED LAND, THE REALM OF THE SPIRITUAL MIND, WHERE THERE IS THE HEAVENLY JORDAN, THE WORLD-SOUL. WHEN THE WATERS OF THE JORDAN FLOW DOWNWARDS, THEN IS THE GENERATION OF MEN; BUT WHEN THEY FLOW UPWARD, THEN IS THE CREATION OF THE GODS. JESUS (JOSHUA) WAS ONE WHO HAD CAUSED THE WATERS OF THE JORDAN TO FLOW UPWARDS. MANY OF THE ANCIENT MYTHS HAD A HISTORICO-LEGENDARY BACKGROUND, BUT THEIR USE AS MYTHS, OR RELIGIOUS AND MYSTIC ROMANCES, HAD GRADUALLY EFFACED THE TRACES OF HISTORY. THOSE INSTRUCTED IN THE MYSTERIES WERE PRACTISED IN THE SCIENCE OF MYTHOLOGY, AND THUS THE LEARNED GNOSTICS AT ONCE PERCEIVED THE MYTHOLOGICAL NATURE OF THE EXODUS AND ITS ADAPTABILITY TO A MYSTICAL INTERPRETATION. THE ABOVE INSTANCE IS A VERY GOOD EXAMPLE OF THIS METHOD OF EXEGESIS; A GREAT DEAL OF SUCH INTERPRETATION, HOWEVER, WAS EXCEEDINGLY STRAINED, WHEN NOT DECIDEDLY SILLY. THE RELIGIOUS MIND OF THE TIMES LOVED TO EXERCISE ITS INGENUITY ON SUCH INTERPRETATIONS, AND THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GNOSTIC EXEGESIS AND THAT OF THE SUBSEQUENT ORTHODOX, IS THAT THE FORMER TRIED TO DISCOVER SOUL-PROCESSES IN THE MYTHS AND PARABLES OF SCRIPTURE, WHEREAS THE ORTHODOX REGARDED A THEOLOGICAL AND DOGMATIC INTERPRETATION AS ALONE LEGITIMATE. JUDGED BY OUR PRESENT KNOWLEDGE OF LANGUAGE, THE "SILLIEST" ELEMENT WHICH ENTERED INTO SUCH PIOUS PSEUDO-PHILOLOGY. PASTIMES, WAS THE METHOD OF WORD-PLAY, OR PSEUDO-PHILOLOGY, WHICH IS FOUND EVERYWHERE IN THE WRITINGS OF THE BABYLONIANS, EGYPTIANS, INDIANS, JEWS, AND GREEKS. AMONG THE GNOSTIC AND PATRISTIC WRITERS, THEREFORE, WE FIND THE MOST FANTASTIC DERIVATIONS OF NAMES, WHICH WERE PUT FORWARD IN SUPPORT OF THEOLOGICAL DOCTRINES, BUT WHICH WERE DESTITUTE OF THE MOST RUDIMENTARY PHILOLOGICAL ACCURACY. MEN, SUCH AS PLATO, WHO IN MANY OTHER RESPECTS WERE GIANTS OF INTELLECT, WERE CONTENT TO RESORT TO SUCH METHODS. IT IS, HOWEVER, PLEASANT TO NOTICE THAT THE NATURE OF THE SOUL AND THE TRUTHS OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE WERE THE CHIEF INTEREST FOR SUCH ANCIENT "PHILOLOGISTS," AND NOT THE GRUBBING UP OF "ROOTS"; NEVERTHELESS, WE SHOULD BE CAREFUL WHEN DETECTING THE LIMITATION OF SUCH MINDS IN CERTAIN DIRECTIONS, TO GUARD AGAINST THE ERROR OF CLOSING OUR EYES TO THE LIMITATIONS OF OUR OWN MODERN METHODS IN DIRECTIONS WHERE THE ANCIENTS HAVE DONE MUCH GOOD WORK. WE WILL NOW PROCEED TO GIVE A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE MAIN OUTLINES OF ONE OF THE PRESENTATIONS OF GENERAL GNOSTIC IDEAS PRESERVED BY IRENÆUS.
AN ANONYMOUS SYSTEM FROM IRENÆUS
THE SPIRITUAL CREATION.IN THE UNUTTERABLE DEPTH WERE TWO GREAT LIGHTS, THE FIRST MAN, OR FATHER, AND HIS SON, THE SECOND MAN; AND ALSO, THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE FIRST WOMAN, OR MOTHER OF ALL LIVING. BELOW THIS TRIAD WAS A SLUGGISH MASS COMPOSED OF THE FOUR GREAT "ELEMENTS," CALLED WATER, DARKNESS, ABYSS, AND CHAOS. THE UNIVERSAL MOTHER BROODED OVER THE WATERS; ENAMOURED OF HER BEAUTY, THE FIRST AND SECOND MAN PRODUCED FROM HER THE THIRD GREAT LIGHT, THE CHRIST; AND HE, ASCENDING ABOVE, FORMED WITH THE FIRST AND SECOND MAN THE HOLY CHURCH. THIS WAS THE RIGHT-HAND BIRTH OF THE GREAT MOTHER. BUT A DROP OF LIGHT FELL DOWNWARDS TO THE LEFT HAND INTO CHAOTIC MATTER; THIS WAS CALLED SOPHIA, OR WISDOM, THE WORLD-MOTHER. THE WATERS OF THE ÆTHER WERE THUS SET IN MOTION, AND FORMED A BODY FOR SOPHIA (THE LIGHT-ÆON), VIZ., THE HEAVEN-SPHERE. AND SHE, FREEING HERSELF, LEFT HER BODY BEHIND, AND ASCENDED TO THE MIDDLE REGION BELOW HER MOTHER (THE UNIVERSAL MOTHER), WHO FORMED THE BOUNDARY OF THE IDEAL UNIVERSE. BY HER MERE CONTACT WITH THE SPACE-WATERS SHE HAD ALREADY GENERATED A SON, THE CHIEF CREATIVE POWER OF THE SENSIBLE WORLD, WHO RETAINED SOME OF THE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] LIGHT-FLUID; THIS SON WAS IALDABAŌTH (SAID BY SOME TO MEAN THE CHILD OF CHAOS), WHO IN HIS TURN PRODUCED A SON, AND HE ANOTHER, UNTIL THERE WERE SEVEN IN ALL, THE GREAT FORMATIVE POWERS OF THE SENSIBLE UNIVERSE. AND THEY WERE "FIGHTERS," AND QUARRELLED MUCH WITH THEIR FATHERS. AND BY MEANS OF THIS INTERPLAY OF FORCES ON MATTER CAME FORTH THE "MIND," WHICH WAS "SERPENT-FORMED," AND "SPIRIT," AND "SOUL," AND ALL THINGS IN THE WORLD. AND IALDABAŌTH WAS BOASTFUL AND ARROGANT, AND EXCLAIMED: "I AM FATHER AND GOD, AND BEYOND ME IS YAHWEH IALDABAŌTH. NONE OTHER." BUT SOPHIA HEARING THIS CRIED OUT TO HER SON: "LIE NOT, IALDABAŌTH, FOR ABOVE THEE IS THE FATHER OF ALL, THE FIRST MAN, AND MAN THE SON OF MAN." AND ALL THE POWERS WERE ASTONISHED AT THE WORD; BUT IALDABAŌTH, TO CALL OFF THEIR ATTENTION, CRIED OUT: "LET US MAKE 'MAN' AFTER OUR IMAGE." SO, THEY MADE "MAN," AND HE LAY LIKE A WORN ON THE GROUND, UNTIL THEY BROUGHT HIM TO IALDABAŌTH, WHO BREATHED INTO HIM THE "BREATH OF LIFE," THAT IS TO SAY THE LIGHT-FLUID HE HAD RECEIVED FROM SOPHIA, AND SO EMPTIED HIMSELF OF HIS LIGHT. AND "MAN" RECEIVING IT, IMMEDIATELY GAVE THANKS TO THE FIRST MAN AND DISREGARDED HIS FABRICATORS (THE ELOHĪM). WHEREUPON IALDABAŌTH (YAHWEH) WAS JEALOUS AND PLANNED TO DEPRIVE ADAM OF THE LIGHT-SPARK BY O. T. EXEGESIS. FORMING "WOMAN." AND THE SIX CREATIVE POWERS WERE ENAMOURED OF EVE, AND BY HER GENERATED SONS, NAMELY, THE ANGELS. AND SO, ADAM AGAIN FELL UNDER THE POWER OF IALDABAŌTH AND THE ELOHĪM; THEN SOPHIA OR WISDOM SENT THE "SERPENT" ("MIND") INTO THE PARADISE OF IALDABAŌTH, AND ADAM AND EVE LISTENED TO ITS WISE COUNCILS, AND SO ONCE MORE "MAN" WAS FREED FROM THE DOMINION OF THE CREATIVE POWER, AND TRANSGRESSED THE ORDINANCE OF IGNORANCE OF ANY POWER HIGHER THAN HIMSELF IMPOSED BY IALDABAŌTH. WHEREUPON IALDABAŌTH DROVE THEM OUT OF HIS PARADISE, AND TOGETHER WITH THEM THE "SERPENT" OR "MIND"; BUT SOPHIA WOULD NOT PERMIT THE LIGHT-SPARK TO DESCEND, AND SO WITHDREW IT TO AVOID PROFANATION. AND "MIND" (THE LOWER MIND) THE SERPENT-FORMED, THE FIRST PRODUCT OF IALDABAŌTH, BROUGHT FORTH SIX SONS, AND THESE ARE THE "DÆMONIAL" POWERS, WHICH PLAGUE MEN BECAUSE THEIR FATHER WAS CAST DOWN FOR THEIR SAKE. NOW ADAM AND EVE BEFORE THE FALL HAD SPIRITUAL BODIES, LIKE THE "ANGELS" BORN OF THIS EVE; BUT AFTER THEIR FALL, DOWN FROM THE PARADISE OF IALDABAŌTH, THEIR BODIES GREW MORE AND MORE DENSE, AND MORE AND MORE LANGUID, AND BECAME "COATS OF SKIN," TILL FINALLY SOPHIA IN COMPASSION RESTORED TO THEM THE SWEET ODOUR OF THE LIGHT, AND THEY KNEW THAT THEY CARRIED DEATH ABOUT WITH THEM. AND SO, A RECOLLECTION OF THEIR FORMER STATE CAME BACK TO THEM, AND THEY WERE PATIENT, KNOWING THAT THE BODY WAS PUT ON ONLY FOR A TIME. THE SYSTEM THEN GOES ON TO GRAPPLE WITH THE LEGENDS OF GENESIS TOUCHING CAIN AND NOAH, ETC., AND THE OLD TESTAMENT RECORD GENERALLY, WITH MODERATE SUCCESS; THE MAIN IDEA BEING THAT THE PROPHETS WERE INSPIRED BY ONE OR OTHER OF THE SEVEN ELOHĪM, BUT OCCASIONALLY SOPHIA HAD SUCCEEDED IN IMPRESSING THEM WITH FRAGMENTARY REVELATIONS ABOUT THE FIRST MAN AND THE CHRIST ABOVE. THE REST OF THE SYSTEM IS DEVOTED TO THE QUESTION OF THE SCHEME OF REGENERATION AND THE INTERPRETATION CHRISTOLOGY. OF THE MYSTERY-MYTHS. SOPHIA, OR WISDOM, FINDING NO REST IN HEAVEN OR EARTH, IMPLORED THE HELP OF THE GREAT MOTHER, AND SHE IN COMPASSION BEGGED OF THE FIRST MAN THAT THE CHRIST SHOULD BE SENT TO HELP HER. AND THEN WISDOM, KNOWING THAT HER BROTHER AND SPOUSE WAS COMING TO HER AID, ANNOUNCED HIS COMING BY JOHN, AND BY MEANS OF THE "BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE" JESUS WAS MADE READY TO RECEIVE HIM, AS IN A CLEAN VESSEL. AND SO, THE CHRIST DESCENDED THROUGH THE SEVEN SPHERES, LIKENING HIMSELF UNTO THE RULERS, AND DRAINING THEM OF THEIR POWER, THE LIGHT THEY HAD RETAINED ALL FLOWING BACK TO HIM. AND FIRST OF ALL, THE CHRIST CLOTHED HIS SISTER SOPHIA WITH THE LIGHT-VESTURE, AND THEY REJOICED TOGETHER, AND THIS IS THE MYSTICAL "MARRIAGE" OF THE "BRIDEGROOM AND THE BRIDE." NOW JESUS, HAVING BEEN BORN OF A "VIRGIN" BY THE WORKING OF GOD (IN OTHER WORDS, AFTER THE SPIRITUAL "SECOND BIRTH" HAD BEEN ATTAINED BY THE ASCETIC JESUS), CHRIST AND SOPHIA, THE ONE ENFOLDING THE OTHER, DESCENDED UPON HIM AND HE BECAME JESUS CHRIST. THEN IT WAS THAT HE BEGAN TO DO MIGHTY WORKS, TO HEAL, AND TO PROCLAIM THE UNKNOWN FATHER, AND JESUS. PROFESS HIMSELF OPENLY THE SON OF THE FIRST MAN. WHEREUPON THE POWERS AND ESPECIALLY IALDABAŌTH TOOK MEASURES TO SLAY HIM, AND SO JESUS, THE MAN, WAS "CRUCIFIED" BY THEM, BUT CHRIST AND SOPHIA MOUNTED ALOFT TO THE INCORRUPTIBLE ÆON. BUT CHRIST DID NOT FORGET THE ONE IN WHOM HE HAD TABERNACLED, AND SO SENT A POWER WHICH RAISED UP HIS BODY, NOT INDEED, HIS GROSS PHYSICAL ENVELOPE, BUT A PSYCHIC AND SPIRITUAL BODY. AND THOSE OF HIS DISCIPLES WHO SAW THIS BODY, THOUGHT HE WAS RISEN IN HIS PHYSICAL FRAME, BUT TO CERTAIN OF THEM WHO WERE CAPABLE OF RECEIVING IT, HE EXPLAINED THE MYSTERY, AND TAUGHT THEM MANY OTHER MYSTERIES OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE. AND JESUS NOW SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF HIS FATHER, IALDABAŌTH, AND RECEIVES THE SOULS WHO HAVE RECEIVED THESE MYSTERIES. AND IN PROPORTION AS HE ENRICHES HIMSELF WITH SOULS, IN SUCH MEASURE IS IALDABAŌTH DEPRIVED OF POWER; SO THAT HE IS NO LONGER ABLE TO SEND BACK HOLY SOULS INTO THE WORLD OF REINCARNATION, BUT ONLY THOSE OF HIS OWN SUBSTANCE; AND THE CONSUMMATION OF ALL THINGS WILL BE WHEN ALL THE LIGHT SHALL ONCE MORE BE GATHERED UP AND STORED IN THE TREASURES OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE ÆON. SUCH IS THE ACCOUNT OF THIS BY NO MEANS ABSURD SCHEME OF THE GNOSIS PRESERVED TO US IN THE BARBAROUS LATIN TRANSLATION OF IRENÆUS’ SUMMARY. THAT THE ORIGINAL SYSTEM WAS FAR MORE ELABORATE WE MAY ASSUME FROM THE NOW KNOWN METHOD OF IRENÆUS TO MAKE A VERY BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE TENETS HE CRITICIZED. THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE CHRISTOLOGICAL AND SOTERIOLOGICAL PART OF THE SYSTEM IS IDENTICAL WITH THE MAIN OUTLINES OF THE SYSTEM OF THE PISTIS SOPHIA, AND OF ONE OF THE TREATISES OF THE CODEX BRUCIANUS. THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT POINT, AND INDICATES THAT THE DATES OF THESE TREATISES NEED NOT NECESSARILY BE LATER THAN THE TIME OF THE BISHOP OF LYONS, BUT THE CONSIDERATION OF THIS IMPORTANT SUBJECT MUST BE RESERVED FOR THE SEQUEL. INTERESTING AGAIN IS IT TO REMARK THE INFLUENCE OF THE ORPHIC, [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] PYTHAGORÆAN, PLATONIC, AND HERMETIC TRADITION IN THE COSMOLOGICAL PART, AND TO OBSERVE HOW BOTH THE HELLENIC AND JEWISH MYTHS FIND A COMMON ELEMENT IN THE CHALDÆAN TRADITION.
AN EARLY "OPHITE" SYSTEM
HIPPOLYTUS DEVOTES THE FIFTH BOOK OF HIS REFUTATION TO THE "OPHITES," WHO, HOWEVER, ALL CALL THEMSELVES JUSTINUS. FOLLOWERS OF THE GNOSIS, AND NOT "OPHITES," AS EXPLAINED ABOVE; HE SEEMS TO REGARD THEM AS THE MOST ANCIENT STREAM OF THE GNOSIS. AFTER TREATING OF THREE GREAT SCHOOLS, TO WHICH WE SHALL SUBSEQUENTLY REFER, HE SPECIALLY SINGLES OUT FOR NOTICE A CERTAIN JUSTINUS, WHO IS MENTIONED BY NO OTHER HÆRESIOLOGIST. THIS ACCOUNT OF HIPPOLYTUS IS ALL THE MORE IMPORTANT, SEEING THAT THE SYSTEM WITH WHICH THE NAME OF JUSTINUS IS ASSOCIATED, REPRESENTS APPARENTLY ONE OF THE OLDEST FORMS OF THE GNOSIS OF WHICH WE HAVE RECORD. THIS HAS BEEN DISPUTED BY SALMON, BUT TO MY MIND HIS ARGUMENTS ARE UNCONVINCING; THE FACT THAT THE JUSTINIAN SCHOOL, IN ITS MYSTICAL EXEGESIS, MAKES NO REFERENCE TO THE TEXTS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT COLLECTION, ALTHOUGH FREELY QUOTING FROM THE OLD, SHOULD DECIDE THE POINT. ONE SHORT SAYING IS REFERRED TO JESUS, BUT IT IS NOWHERE FOUND IN THE CANONICAL TEXTS. THIS CIRCLE HAD A LARGE LITERATURE, FROM WHICH HIPPOLYTUS SELECTS A SINGLE VOLUME, THE BOOK OF BARUCH, AS GIVING THE MOST COMPLETE FORM OF THE SYSTEM. THE MEMBERS WERE BOUND BY AN OATH OF SECRECY NOT TO REVEAL THE TENETS OF THE SCHOOL, AND THE FORM OF THE OATH IS GIVEN. THE COSMOGONY IS BASED ON A SYRIAN CREATION-MYTH, A VARIANT OF WHICH IS PRESERVED BY HERODOTUS (IV. 8-10), IN WHICH HERCULES (THE SUN-GOD) PLAYS THE PRINCIPAL PART, AND A STRATUM OF WHICH IS ALSO FOUND IN GENESIS. THE MYTH HAS INTIMATE POINTS OF CONTACT WITH CHALDÆAN AND ANCIENT SEMITIC TRADITIONS. THE FOLLOWING IS THE OUTLINE OF THE SYSTEM. THE BOOK OF BARUCH.THERE ARE THREE PRINCIPLES OF THE UNIVERSE: (I.) THE GOOD, OR ALL-WISE DEITY; (II.) THE FATHER, OR SPIRIT, THE CREATIVE POWER, CALLED ELOHĪM; AND (III.) THE WORLD-SOUL, SYMBOLIZED AS A WOMAN ABOVE THE MIDDLE AND A SERPENT BELOW, CALLED EDEN. FROM ELOHĪM (A PLURAL USED AS A COLLECTIVE) AND EDEN TWENTY-FOUR COSMIC POWERS OR ANGELS COME FORTH, TWELVE FOLLOW THE WILL OF THE FATHER-SPIRIT, AND TWELVE THE NATURE OF THE MOTHER-SOUL. THE LOWER TWELVE ARE THE WORLD-TREES OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN. THE TREES ARE DIVIDED INTO FOUR GROUPS, OF THREE EACH, REPRESENTING THE FOUR RIVERS OF EDEN. THE TREES ARE EVIDENTLY OF THE SAME NATURE AS THE COSMIC FORCES WHICH ARE REPRESENTED BY THE HINDUS AS HAVING THEIR ROOTS OR SOURCES ABOVE AND THEIR BRANCHES OR STREAMS BELOW. THE NAME EDEN MEANS PLEASURE OR DESIRE. THUS, THE WHOLE CREATION COMES INTO EXISTENCE, AND FINALLY FROM THE ANIMAL PART OF THE MOTHER-SOUL ARE GENERATED ANIMALS, AND FROM THE HUMAN PART MEN. THE UPPER PART OF THE GARDEN IS CALLED THE "MOST BEAUTIFUL EARTH"; THAT IS TO SAY, COSMIC EARTH, AND THE BODY OF MAN IS FORMED OF THE FINEST. MAN HAVING THUS BEEN FORMED, EDEN AND ELOHĪM DEPUTE THEIR POWERS UNTO HIM; THE WORLD-SOUL BESTOWS ON HIM THE SOUL, AND THE WORLD-SPIRIT INFUSES INTO HIM THE SPIRIT. THUS, WERE MEN AND WOMEN CONSTITUTED. AND ALL CREATION WAS SUBJECTED TO THE FOUR GROUPS OF THE TWELVE POWERS OF THE WORLD-SOUL, ACCORDING TO THEIR CYCLES, AS THEY MOVE ROUND AS IN A CIRCULAR DANCE BUT WHEN THE MAN-STAGE WAS REACHED, THE TURNING-POINT OF THE WORLD--PROCESS, ELOHĪM, THE SPIRIT, ASCENDED INTO THE CELESTIAL SPACES, TAKING WITH HIM HIS OWN TWELVE POWERS. AND IN THE HIGHEST PART OF THE HEAVEN HE BEHELD THE GREAT LIGHT SHINING THROUGH THE GATE (? THE PHYSICAL SUN), WHICH LED TO THE LIGHT-WORLD OF THE GOOD. AND HE WHO HAD HITHERTO THOUGHT HIMSELF, LORD OF CREATION, PERCEIVED THAT THERE WAS ONE ABOVE HIM, AND CRIED ALOUD: "OPEN ME THE GATES THAT I MAY ACKNOWLEDGE THE [TRUE] LORD; FOR I CONSIDERED MYSELF TO BE THE LORD." AND A VOICE CAME FORTH, SAYING: "THIS IS THE GATE OF THE LORD; THROUGH THIS THE RIGHTEOUS ENTER IN." AND LEAVING HIS ANGELS IN THE HIGHEST PART OF THE HEAVENS, THE WORLD-FATHER ENTERED IN AND SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE GOOD ONE. AND ELOHĪM DESIRED TO RECOVER BY FORCE HIS SPIRIT WHICH WAS BOUND TO MEN, FROM FURTHER DEGRADATION; BUT THE GOOD DEITY RESTRAINED HIM, FOR NOW THAT HE HAD ASCENDED TO THE LIGHT-REALM HE COULD WORK NO DESTRUCTION. AND THE SOUL (EDEN) PERCEIVING HERSELF ABANDONED BY ELOHĪM, TRICKED HERSELF OUT SO AS TO ENTICE HIM BACK; BUT THE SPIRIT WOULD NOT RETURN TO THE ARMS OF [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] MOTHER NATURE (NOW THAT THE MIDDLE POINT OF EVOLUTION WAS PASSED). THEREUPON, THE SPIRIT THAT WAS LEFT BEHIND IN MAN, WAS PLAGUED BY THE SOUL; FOR THE SPIRIT OR MIND DESIRED TO FOLLOW ITS FATHER INTO THE HEIGHT, BUT THE SOUL, INCITED BY THE POWERS OF THE MOTHER--SOUL, AND ESPECIALLY BY THE FIRST GROUP WHO RULE OVER SEXUAL PASSION AND EXCESS, GAVE WAY TO ADULTERIES AND EVEN GREATER VICE; AND THE SPIRIT IN MAN WAS THEREBY TORMENTED. NOW THE ANGEL, OR POWER, OF THE WORLD-SOUL, WHICH BARUCH. ESPECIALLY INCITED THE HUMAN SOUL TO SUCH MISDEEDS, WAS THE THIRD OF THE FIRST GROUP, CALLED NAAS (HEB. NACHASH), THE SERPENT, THE SYMBOL OF ANIMAL PASSION. AND ELOHĪM, SEEING THIS, SENT FORTH THE THIRD OF HIS OWN ANGELS, CALLED BARUCH, TO SUCCOUR THE SPIRIT IN MAN. AND BARUCH CAME AND STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THE TREES (THE POWERS OF THE WORLD-SOUL), AND DECLARED UNTO MAN THAT OF ALL THE TREES OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN HE MIGHT EAT THE FRUIT, BUT OF THE TREE NAAS, HE MIGHT NOT, FOR NAAS HAD TRANSGRESSED THE LAW, AND HAD GIVEN RISE TO ADULTERY AND UNNATURAL INTERCOURSE. AND BARUCH HAD ALSO APPEARED TO MOSES AND THE PROPHETS THROUGH THE SPIRIT IN MAN, THAT THE PEOPLE MIGHT BE CONVERTED TO THE GOOD ONE; BUT NAAS HAD INVARIABLY OBSCURED HIS PRECEPTS THROUGH THE SOUL IN MAN. AND NOT ONLY HAD BARUCH TAUGHT THE PROPHETS OF THE HEBREWS, BUT ALSO THE PROPHETS OF THE UNCIRCUMCISED. THUS, FOR INSTANCE, HERCULES AMONG THE SYRIANS HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED, AND HIS TWELVE LABOURS WERE HIS CONFLICTS WITH THE TWELVE POWERS OF THE WORLD-SOUL. YET HERCULES ALSO HAD FINALLY FAILED, FOR AFTER SEEMING TO ACCOMPLISH HIS LABOURS, HE IS VANQUISHED BY OMPHALĒ, OR VENUS, WHO DIVESTS HIM OF HIS POWER BY CLOTHING HIM WITH HER OWN ROBE, THE POWER OF EDEN BELOW. LAST OF ALL BARUCH APPEARED UNTO JESUS, A SHEPHERD BOY, SON OF JOSEPH AND MARY, A CHILD OF CHRISTOLOGY. TWELVE YEARS. AND JESUS REMAINED FAITHFUL TO THE TEACHINGS OF BARUCH, IN SPITE OF THE ENTICEMENTS OF NAAS. AND NAAS IN WRATH CAUSED HIM TO BE "CRUCIFIED," BUT HE, LEAVING ON THE "TREE" THE BODY OF EDEN--THAT IS TO SAY, THE PSYCHIC BODY OR SOUL, AND THE GROSS PHYSICAL BODY--AND COMMITTING HIS SPIRIT OR MIND TO THE HANDS OF HIS FATHER (ELOHĪM), ASCENDED TO THE GOOD ONE. AND THERE HE BEHOLDS "WHATEVER THINGS EYE HATH NOT SEEN AND EAR HATH NOT HEARD, AND WHICH HAVE NOT ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN"; AND BATHES IN THE OCEAN OF LIFE-GIVING WATER, NO LONGER IN THE WATER BELOW THE FIRMAMENT, THE OCEAN OF GENERATION IN WHICH THE PHYSICAL AND PSYCHIC BODIES ARE BATHED. THIS OCEAN OF GENERATION IS, OF COURSE, THE SAME AS THE BRĀHMANICAL AND BUDDHISTIC SAṀSĀRA, THE OCEAN OF REBIRTH. HIPPOLYTUS TRIES TO MAKE OUT THAT JUSTINUS WAS A VERY VILE PERSON, BECAUSE HE FEARLESSLY POINTED OUT ONE OF THE MAIN OBSTACLES TO THE SPIRITUAL LIFE, AND THE HORRORS OF ANIMAL SENSUALITY; BUT JUSTINUS EVIDENTLY PREACHED A DOCTRINE OF RIGID ASCETICISM, AND ASCRIBED THE SUCCESS OF JESUS TO HIS TRIUMPHANT PURITY.
THE NAASSENI
PRIOR TO THE SECTION ON JUSTINUS, HIPPOLYTUS TREATS OF THREE SCHOOLS UNDER THE NAMES NAASSENI, PERATÆ, AND SETHIANS OR SITHIANS. ALL THREE SCHOOLS APPARENTLY BELONG TO THE SAME CYCLE, AND THE FIRST TWO PRESENT FEATURES SO IDENTICAL AS TO MAKE IT HIGHLY PROBABLE THAT THE NAASSENE WORK AND THE TWO PERATIC TREATISES FROM WHICH HIPPOLYTUS QUOTES, PERTAIN TO THE SAME GNOSTIC CIRCLE. ALTHOUGH THE NAME NAASSENE IS DERIVED FROM THE HEBREW NACHASH, A SERPENT, HIPPOLYTUS DOES NOT CALL THE NAASSENES OPHITES, BUT GNOSTICS; IN FACT, HE RESERVES THE NAME OPHITE FOR A SMALL BODY TO WHICH HE ALSO GIVES (VIII. 20) THE NAMES CAINITES AND NOCHAÏTÆ (? NACHAÏTÆ FROM NACHASH), AND CONSIDERS THEM OF NOT SUFFICIENT IMPORTANCE FOR FURTHER MENTION. THEIR LITERATURE.THE NAASSENES POSSESSED MANY BOOKS, AND ALSO REGARDED AS AUTHORITATIVE THE FOLLOWING SCRIPTURES: THE GOSPEL OF PERFECTION, THE GOSPEL OF EVE, THE QUESTIONS OF MARY, CONCERNING THE OFFSPRING OF MARY, THE GOSPEL OF PHILIP, THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THOMAS, AND THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE EGYPTIANS. ONE OF THEIR MSS. HAD FALLEN INTO THE HANDS OF HIPPOLYTUS. IT WAS A TREATISE OF A MYSTICAL, PSYCHOLOGICAL, DEVOTIONAL, AND EXEGETICAL CHARACTER, RATHER THAN A COSMOLOGICAL EXPOSITION, AND THEREFORE THE SYSTEM IS SOMEWHAT DIFFICULT TO MAKE OUT FROM HIPPOLYTUS’ QUOTATIONS. INDEED, THE NAASSENE DOCUMENT, WHEN ANALYSED INTO ITS SOURCES, IS FOUND TO BE THE CHRISTIAN OVERWORKING OF THE JEWISH OVERWORKING OF A PAGAN COMMENTARY ON A HYMN OF THE MYSTERIES. THE DATE OF THE CHRISTIAN OVERWRITER MAY BE PLACED ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF THE SECOND CENTURY, AND THE DOCUMENT IS ESPECIALLY VALUABLE AS POINTING OUT THE IDENTITY OF THE INNER TEACHINGS OF GNOSTIC CHRISTIANITY WITH THE TENETS OF THE MYSTERIES--PHRYGIAN, ELEUSINIAN, DIONYSIAN, SAMOTHRACIAN, EGYPTIAN, ASSYRIAN, ETC. THE CHRISTIAN WRITER CLAIMED THAT HIS TRADITION WAS HANDED DOWN FROM JAMES TO A CERTAIN MARIAMNE. THIS MIRIAM, OR MARY, IS SOMEWHAT OF A PUZZLE TO SCHOLARSHIP; IT SEEMS, HOWEVER, PROBABLE THAT THE TREATISE BELONGED TO THE SAME CYCLE OF TRADITION AS THE GREATER AND LESSER QUESTIONS OF MARY, THE GOSPEL OF MARY, ETC., IN THE FRAME OF WHICH THE PISTIS SOPHIA TREATISE IS ALSO SET. THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE SYSTEM ARE THAT THE COSMOS IS SYMBOLIZED AS THE (HEAVENLY) MAN, MALE-FEMALE, OF THREE NATURES, SPIRITUAL (OR INTELLIGIBLE), PSYCHIC AND MATERIAL; THAT THESE THREE NATURES FOUND THEMSELVES IN PERFECTION IN JESUS, WHO WAS THEREFORE TRULY THE SON OF MAN. MANKIND IS DIVIDED INTO THREE CLASSES, ASSEMBLIES, OR CHURCHES: THE ELECT, THE CALLED, AND THE BOUND (OR IN OTHER WORDS, THE SPIRITUAL OR ANGELIC, THE PSYCHIC, AND THE CHOÏC OR MATERIAL), ACCORDING AS ONE OR OTHER OF THESE NATURES PREDOMINATES. AFTER THIS BRIEF OUTLINE, HIPPOLYTUS PROCEEDS TO PLUNGE INTO THE MYSTICAL EXEGESIS OF THE WRITER AND THEIR MYSTICAL EXEGESIS. OVERWRITERS (WHOM HE OF COURSE REGARDS AS ONE PERSON) AND THEIR INTERPRETATION OF THE MYSTERIES, WHICH IS MIXED UP HERE AND THERE WITH SPECIMENS OF THE PSEUDO-PHILOLOGICAL WORD-PLAY SO DEAR TO THE HEART OF PLATO'S CRATYLUS, AS REMARKED ABOVE. THE SYSTEM IS SUPPOSED TO UNDERLIE ALL MYTHOLOGIES, PAGAN, JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN. IT IS THE OLD TEACHING OF MACROCOSM AND MICROCOSM, AND THE SELF HIDDEN IN THE HEART OF ALL. THE TECHNICAL CHARACTER OF THIS EXEGESIS AND THE NATURE OF OUR ESSAY COMPEL US TO GIVE ONLY A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE MAIN IDEAS; BUT THE SUBJECT IS IMPORTANT ENOUGH TO DEMAND A SPECIAL STUDY IN ITSELF. THE SPIRIT OR MIND OF MAN IS IMPRISONED IN THE SOUL, HIS ANIMAL NATURE, AND THE SOUL IN THE BODY. THE NATURE AND EVOLUTION OF THIS SOUL WERE SET FORTH IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE EGYPTIANS, A WORK WHICH IS UNFORTUNATELY LOST. THE ASSYRIAN MYSTERIES.NOW THE ASSYRIANS (FOLLOWING THE CHALDÆANS, WHO, TOGETHER WITH THE EGYPTIANS, WERE REGARDED BY ANTIQUITY AS THE SACRED NATION PAR EXCELLENCE) FIRST TAUGHT THAT MAN WAS THREEFOLD AND YET A UNITY. THE SOUL IS THE DESIRE-PRINCIPLE, AND ALL THINGS HAVE SOULS, EVEN STONES, FOR THEY INCREASE AND DECREASE. THE REAL "MAN" IS MALE-FEMALE, DEVOID OF SEX; THEREFORE, HE STRIVES TO ABANDON THE ANIMAL NATURE AND RETURN TO THE ETERNAL ESSENCE ABOVE, WHERE THERE IS NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE BUT A NEW CREATURE. BAPTISM WAS NOT THE MERE SYMBOLICAL WASHING WITH PHYSICAL WATER, BUT THE BATHING OF THE SPIRIT OR MIND IN THE "LIVING WATER ABOVE," THE ETERNAL WORLD, BEYOND THE OCEAN OF GENERATION AND DESTRUCTION; AND THE ANOINTING WITH OIL WAS THE INTRODUCTION OF THE CANDIDATE INTO UNFADING BLISS, THUS BECOMING A CHRIST. THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS TO BE SOUGHT FOR WITHIN A MAN; IT IS THE "BLESSED NATURE OF ALL THINGS WHICH WERE, AND ARE, AND ARE STILL TO BE," SPOKEN OF IN THE PHRYGIAN MYSTERIES. IT IS OF THE NATURE OF THE SPIRIT OR MIND, FOR, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THOMAS: "HE WHO SEEKS ME SHALL FIND ME IN CHILDREN FROM THE AGE OF SEVEN YEARS"; AND THIS IS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE LOGOS IN MAN. AMONG THE EGYPTIANS, OSIRIS IS THE WATER OF LIFE, THE SPIRIT OR MIND, WHILE ISIS IS "SEVEN-ROBED NATURE, SURROUNDED BY AND ROBED IN SEVEN ÆTHEREAL MANTLES," THE SPHERES OF EVER-CHANGING GENERATION, WHICH METAMORPHOSE THE INEFFABLE, UNIMAGINABLE, INCOMPREHENSIBLE MOTHER-SUBSTANCE; WHILE THE MIND, THE SELF, MAKES ALL THINGS BUT REMAINS UNCHANGED, ACCORDING TO THE SAYING: "I BECOME WHAT I WILL, AND I AM WHAT I AM; WHEREFORE, SAY I, IMMOVABLE IS THE OVER OF ALL. FOR HE REMAINS WHAT HE IS, MAKING THINGS, AND IS NAUGHT OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE." THIS ALSO IS CALLED THE GOOD, HENCE THE SAYING: "WHY CALLEST THOU ME GOOD? ONE ONLY IS GOOD, MY FATHER IN THE HEAVENS." AMONG THE GREEKS, HERMES IS THE LOGOS. HE IS THE CONDUCTOR AND RECONDUCTOR (THE PSYCHAGOGUE AND THE GREEK. PSYCHOPOMP), AND ORIGINATOR OF SOULS. THEY ARE BROUGHT DOWN FROM THE HEAVENLY MAN ABOVE INTO THE PLASM OF CLAY, THE BODY, AND THUS MADE SLAVES TO THE DEMIURGE OF THE WORLD, THE FIERY OR PASSIONATE GOD OF CREATION. THEREFORE HERMES "HOLDS A ROD IN HIS HANDS, BEAUTIFUL, GOLDEN, WHEREWITH HE SPELL-BINDS THE EYES OF MEN WHOMSOEVER HE WOULD, AND WAKES THEM AGAIN FROM SLEEP." THEREFORE, THE SAYING: "WAKE THOU THAT SLEEPEST, AND RISE, AND CHRIST SHALL GIVE THEE LIGHT." THIS IS THE CHRIST, THE SON OF THE MAN, IN ALL WHO ARE BORN; AND THIS WAS SET FORTH IN THE ELEUSINIAN RITES. THIS IS ALSO OCEAN, "THE GENERATION OF GODS AND THE GENERATION OF MEN," THE GREAT JORDAN, AS EXPLAINED IN THE MYTH OF THE GOING-FORTH, GIVEN ABOVE. THE SAMOTHRACIAN.THE SAMOTHRACIANS ALSO TAUGHT THE SAME TRUTH; AND IN THE TEMPLE OF THEIR MYSTERIES WERE TWO STATUES, REPRESENTING THE HEAVENLY MAN, AND THE REGENERATE OR SPIRITUAL MAN, IN ALL THINGS CO-ESSENTIAL WITH THAT MAN. SUCH A ONE WAS THE CHRIST, BUT HIS DISCIPLES HAD NOT YET REACHED TO PERFECTION. HENCE THE SAYING: "IF YE DRINK NOT MY BLOOD AND EAT NOT MY FLESH, YE SHALL BY NO MEANS ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF THE HEAVENS; BUT EVEN IF YE DRINK OF THE CUP WHICH I DRINK OF, WHITHER I GO YE CANNOT COME." AND THE GNOSTIC WRITER ADDS: "FOR HE KNEW OF WHAT NATURE EACH OF HIS DISCIPLES WAS, AND THAT IT NEEDS MUST BE THAT EACH OF THEM SHOULD GO TO HIS OWN NATURE. FOR FROM THE TWELVE 'TRIBES' HE CHOSE TWELVE DISCIPLES, AND THROUGH THEM HE SPAKE TO EVERY 'TRIBE.' WHEREFORE (ALSO) NEITHER HAVE ALL MEN HEARKENED TO THE PREACHING OF THE TWELVE DISCIPLES, NOR IF THEY HEARKEN CAN THEY RECEIVE IT." THE PHRYGIAN.THE MYSTERIES OF THE THRACIANS AND PHRYGIANS ARE THEN REFERRED TO, AND THE SAME IDEAS FURTHER EXPLAINED FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT DOCUMENTS. THE VISION OF JACOB IS EXPLAINED AS REFERRING TO THE DESCENT OF SPIRIT INTO MATTER, DOWN THE LADDER OF EVOLUTION, THE STREAM OF THE LOGOS FLOWING DOWNWARD, AND THEN AGAIN UPWARD, THROUGH THE GATE OF THE LORD. WHEREFORE THE SAYING: "I AM THE TRUE GATE." THE PHRYGIANS ALSO CALLED THE SPIRIT IN MAN THE "DEAD," BECAUSE IT WAS BURIED IN THE TOMB AND SEPULCHRE OF THE BODY. WHEREFORE THE SAYING; "YE ARE WHITENED SEPULCHRES, FILLED WITHIN WITH THE BONES OF THE DEAD,"--"FOR THE LIVING MAN IS NOT IN YOU." AND AGAIN: "THE DEAD SHALL LEAP FORTH FROM THE TOMBS"; THAT IS TO SAY, "FROM THEIR MATERIAL BODIES, REGENERATED SPIRITUAL MEN, NOT CARNAL." FOR "THIS IS THE RESURRECTION WHICH TAKES PLACE THROUGH THE GATE OF THE HEAVENS, AND THEY WHO PASS NOT THROUGH IT, ALL REMAIN DEAD." MANY OTHER INTERPRETATIONS OF A SIMILAR NATURE ARE GIVEN, AND IT IS SHOWN THAT THE LESSER MYSTERIES PERTAINED TO "FLESHLY GENERATION," WHEREAS THE GREATER DEALT WITH THE NEW BIRTH. "FOR THIS IS THE GATE OF HEAVEN, AND THIS IS THE HOUSE OF GOD, WHERE THE GOOD GOD DWELLS ALONE, INTO WHICH NO IMPURE MAN SHALL COME, NO PSYCHIC, NO FLESHLY MAN; BUT IT IS KEPT UNDER WATCH FOR THE SPIRITUAL ALONE, WHERE THEY MUST COME, AND, CASTING AWAY THEIR GARMENTS, ALL BECOME BRIDEGROOMS MADE VIRGIN BY THE VIRGINAL SPIRIT. FOR SUCH A MAN IS THE VIRGIN WITH CHILD, WHO CONCEIVES AND BRINGS FORTH A SON, WHICH IS NEITHER PSYCHIC, ANIMAL, NOR FLESHLY, BUT A BLESSED ÆON OF ÆONS." THIS IS THE KINGDOM OF THE HEAVENS, THE "GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED, THE INDIVISIBLE POINT, WHICH IS THE PRIMEVAL SPARK IN THE BODY, AND WHICH NO MAN KNOWETH SAVE ONLY THE SPIRITUAL." THE SCHOOL OF THE NAASSENI, IT IS SAID, WERE ALL INITIATED INTO THE MYSTERIES OF THE GREAT MOTHER, THE MYSTERIES OF THE GREAT MOTHER. BECAUSE THEY FOUND THAT THE WHOLE MYSTERY OF REBIRTH WAS TAUGHT IN THESE RITES; THEY WERE ALSO RIGID ASCETICS. THE NAME NAASSENI WAS GIVEN THEM BECAUSE THEY REPRESENTED THE "MOIST ESSENCE" OF THE UNIVERSE--WITHOUT WHICH NOTHING THAT EXISTS, "WHETHER IMMORTAL OR MORTAL, WHETHER ANIMATE OR INANIMATE, COULD HOLD TOGETHER"--BY THE SYMBOL OF A SERPENT. THIS IS THE COSMIC AKĀSHA OF THE UPANIṢHADS, AND THE KUṆḌALINĪ, OR SERPENTINE FORCE IN MAN, WHICH WHEN FOLLOWING ANIMAL IMPULSE IS THE FORCE OF GENERATION, BUT WHEN APPLIED TO SPIRITUAL THINGS MAKES OF A MAN A GOD. IT IS THE WATERS OF GREAT JORDAN FLOWING DOWNWARDS (THE GENERATION OF MEN) AND UPWARDS (THE GENERATION OF GODS); THE AKĀSHA-GANGĀ OR HEAVENLY GANGES OF THE PURĀṆAS, THE HEAVENLY NILE OF MYSTIC EGYPT. "HE DISTRIBUTES BEAUTY AND BLOOM TO ALL WHO ARE, JUST AS THE [RIVER] 'PROCEEDING FORTH OUT OF EDEN AND DIVIDING ITSELF INTO FOUR STREAMS.'" IN MAN, THEY SAID, EDEN IS THE BRAIN "COMPRESSED IN SURROUNDING VENTURES LIKE HEAVENS," AND PARADISE THE MAN AS FAR AS THE HEAD ONLY. THESE FOUR STREAMS ARE SIGHT, HEARING, SMELL, AND TASTE. THE RIVER IS THE "WATER ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT [OF THE BODY]."
THUS, TO USE ANOTHER SET OF SYMBOLIC TERMS, "THE SPIRITUAL CHOOSE FOR THEMSELVES FROM THE LIVING WATERS OF THE EUPHRATES [THE SUBTLE WORLD], WHICH FLOWS THROUGH THE MIDST OF BABYLON [THE GROSS WORLD OR BODY], WHAT IS FIT, PASSING THROUGH THE GATE OF TRUTH, WHICH IS JESUS, THE BLESSED," I.E., THE "GATE OF THE HEAVENS," OR THE SUN, COSMICALLY; AND MICROCOSMICALLY THE PASSING OUT OF THE BODY CONSCIOUSLY THROUGH THE HIGHEST CENTRE IN THE HEAD, WHICH HINDU MYSTICS CAL THE BRAHMARANDHRA. THUS, THESE GNOSTICS CLAIMED TO BE THE TRUE CHRISTIANS BECAUSE THEY WERE ANOINTED WITH THE "INEFFABLE CHRISM," POURED OUT BY THE SERPENTINE "HORN OF PLENTY," ANOTHER SYMBOL FOR THE SPIRITUAL POWER OF ENLIGHTENMENT. WE WILL CONCLUDE THIS BRIEF SKETCH OF THESE MOST INTERESTING MYSTICS BY QUOTING ONE OF THEIR HYMNS. THE FRAGMENT OF A HYMN. THE TEXT IS UNFORTUNATELY SO CORRUPT THAT PARTS OF IT ARE HOPELESS, NEVERTHELESS SUFFICIENT REMAINS TO "SENSE" THE THOUGHT. IT TELLS OF THE WORLD-MIND, THE FATHER, OF CHAOS, THE COSMIC MOTHER, AND OF THE THIRD MEMBER OF THE PRIMORDIAL TRINITY, THE WORLD-SOUL. THENCE THE INDIVIDUAL SOUL, THE PILGRIM, AND ITS SORROWS AND REBIRTH. FINALLY, THE DESCENT OF THE SAVIOUR, THE FIRSTBORN OF THE GREAT MIND, AND THE REGENERATION OF ALL. BEHIND ALL IS THE INEFFABLE, THEN COMES FIRST THE FIRST-BORN, THE LOGOS:
"MIND WAS THE FIRST, THE GENERATIVE LAW OF ALL;
SECOND WAS CHAOS DIFFUSED, [SPOUSE] OF THE FIRST-BORN;
THIRDLY, THE TOILING SOUL RECEIVED THE LAW;
WHEREFORE SURROUNDED WITH A WATERY FORM
IT WEARY GROWS, SUBDUED BY DEATH...
NOW HOLDING SWAY, IT SEES THE LIGHT;
ANON, CAST INTO PITEOUS PLIGHT, IT WEEPS.
WHILES IT WEEPS, IT REJOICES;
NOW WAILS AND IS JUDGED;
AND NOW IS JUDGED AND DIES.
AND NOW IT CANNOT PASS...
INTO THE LABYRINTH [OF REBIRTH] IT HAS WANDERED.
[JESUS] SAID: FATHER
A SEARCHING AFTER EVIL ON THE EARTH
MAKES [MAN] TO WANDER FROM THY SPIRIT.
HE SEEKS TO SHUN THE BITTER CHAOS,
BUT KNOWS NOT HOW TO FLEE.
WHEREFORE, SEND ME, O FATHER!
SEALS IN MY HANDS, I WILL DESCEND;
THROUGH EVERY ÆON I WILL TREAD MY WAY;
ALL MYSTERIES WILL I REVEAL,
AND SHOW THE SHAPES OF GODS;
THE HIDDEN SECRETS OF THE HOLY PATH
SHALL TAKE THE NAME OF GNOSIS,
AND I WILL HAND THEM ON."
THE PERATÆ
THE SOURCE OF THEIR TRADITION.HIPPOLYTUS SAYS THAT THE MYSTERIES SYMBOLIZED BY THE SERPENT ARE AT THE ROOT OF ALL GNOSTICISM; AND THOUGH THE CHURCH FATHER HIMSELF HAS NOT ANY IDEA WHAT THESE MYSTERIES REALLY ARE, AS IS AMPLY PROVED BY ALL HIS REMARKS, WE AGREE WITH HIM, AS WE HAVE ENDEAVOURED TO SHOW ABOVE. HE THEN PROCEEDS TO TREAT OF THE SYSTEM OF THE PERATÆ, TO WHOM WE HAVE ALREADY REFERRED, AND WHOSE MYSTERIES (HIPPOLYTUS CALLS THEM THEIR "BLASPHEMY AGAINST CHRIST") HAD BEEN KEPT SECRET "FOR MANY YEARS." WE KNOW FROM OTHER SOURCES THAT THE SCHOOL WAS PRIOR TO CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA. THE SYSTEM OF THE PERATÆ WAS BASED ON AN ANALOGY WITH SIDEREAL CONSIDERATIONS, AND DEPENDED ON THE TRADITION OF THE ANCIENT CHALDÆAN STAR-CULT. IN BOOK IV., HIPPOLYTUS HAS ALREADY ENDEAVOURED TO REFUTE THE CHALDÆAN SYSTEM OF THE STAR-SPHERES; BUT THOUGH HE MAKES SOME GOOD POINTS AGAINST THE VULGAR ASTROLOGY OF THE TIME, HE DOES NOT AFFECT THE MYSTERIOUS DOCTRINE OF THE SEPTENARY SPHERES, OF WHICH THE EMPIRICAL HOROSCOPISTS HAD LONG LOST THE SECRET, AND FOR WHICH THEY HAD SUBSTITUTED THE PHYSICAL PLANETS. HIPPOLYTUS HAD THE PERATIC SCHOOL ESPECIALLY IN MIND IN HIS ATTEMPTED REFUTATION OF THE ART OF THE ASTROLOGERS AND MATHEMATICIANS, OF WHICH, HOWEVER, HE ADMITS HE HAD NO PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE, BUT SPACE COMPELS US SIMPLY TO REFER THE STUDENT TO THE FOURTH BOOK OF HIS PHILOSOPHUMENA FOR THE OUTLINE OF ASTROLOGY WHICH THE CHURCH FATHER PRESENTS. ACCORDING TO THE PERATIC SCHOOL, THE UNIVERSE WAS SYMBOLIZED BY A CIRCLE ENCLOSING A TRIANGLE. THE THE THREE WORLDS. TRIANGLE DENOTED THE PRIMAL TRICHOTOMY INTO THE THREE OR WORLDS, INGENERABLE, SELF-GENERABLE, AND GENERABLE. THUS, THERE WERE FOR THEM THREE ASPECTS OF THE LOGOS, OR, FROM ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW, THREE GODS, OR THREE LOGOI, OR THREE MINDS, OR THREE MEN. WHEN THE WORLD-PROCESS HAD REACHED THE COMPLETION OF ITS DEVOLUTION, THE SAVIOUR DESCENDED FROM THE INGENERABLE WORLD OR ÆON; THE TYPE OF THE SAVIOUR IS THAT OF A MAN PERFECTED, "WITH A THREEFOLD NATURE, AND THREEFOLD BODY, AND THREEFOLD POWER, HAVING IN HIMSELF ALL [SPECIES OF] CONCRETIONS AND POTENTIALITIES FROM THE THREE DIVISIONS OF THE UNIVERSE." ACCORDING TO THE PAULINE PHRASE; "IT PLEASED HIM THAT IN HIM SHOULD DWELL ALL FULNESS (PLĒRŌMA) BODILY." IT IS FROM THE TWO HIGHER WORLDS, THE INGENERABLE AND SELF-GENERABLE, THAT THE SEEDS OF ALL KINDS OF POTENTIALITIES ARE SENT DOWN INTO THIS GENERABLE OR FORMAL WORLD. HIPPOLYTUS HERE BREAKS OFF, AND, AFTER INFORMING US THAT THE FOUNDERS OF THE SCHOOL WERE A CERTAIN EUPHRATES (WHOM ORIGEN CALLS THE FOUNDER OF THOSE OPHITES TO WHOM CELSUS REFERRED ABOUT 175 A.D.) AND CELBES, WHOM HE ELSEWHERE CALLS ACEMBES AND ADEMES, PROCEEDS TO TELL US SOMETHING MORE OF THE CHALDÆAN ART. HE THEN SAYS THAT HE WILL QUOTE FROM A NUMBER OF PERATIC TREATISES TO SHOW THAT THEIR IDEAS WERE SIMILAR TO THOSE OF THE CHALDÆANS. THE SAVIOUR HAS NOT ONLY A HUMAN BUT A COSMIC TASK TO PERFORM; THE COSMIC TASK IS TO SEPARATE THE GOOD FROM THE BAD AMONG THE SIDEREAL POWERS AND INFLUENCES; THE SAME PECULIARITY OF SOTERIOLOGY IS BROUGHT INTO PROMINENCE IN THE PISTIS SOPHIA TREATISE, TO WHICH WE SHALL REFER LATER ON. THE "WARS IN HEAVEN" PRECEDE THE CONFLICT OF GOOD AND EVIL ON EARTH. A DIRECT QUOTATION.THE TREATISE FROM WHICH HIPPOLYTUS PROCEEDS TO QUOTE IS EVIDENTLY A GNOSTIC COMMENTARY ON AN OLD BABYLONIAN OR SYRIAN COSMOGONIC SCRIPTURE, WHICH THE COMMENTATOR ENDEAVOURS TO EXPLAIN IN GREEK MYTHOLOGICAL TERMS. THE BEGINNING OF THIS MYSTERIOUS TREATISE RUNS AS FOLLOWS: "I AM THE VOICE OF AWAKENING FROM SLUMBER IN THE AEON (WORLD) OF NIGHT. HENCEFORTH I BEGIN TO STRIP NAKED THE POWER THAT PROCEEDETH FROM CHAOS. IT IS THE POWER OF THE ABYSMAL SLIME, WHICH RAISETH UP THE CLAY OF THE IMPERISHABLE VAST MOIST [PRINCIPLE], THE WHOLE MIGHT OF CONVULSION OF THE COLOUR OF WATER, EVER MOVING, SUPPORTING THE STEADY, CHECKING THE TOTTERING...THE FAITHFUL STEWARD OF THE TRACK OF THE ÆTHERS, REJOICING IN THAT WHICH STREAMETH FORTH FROM THE TWELVE FOUNTS OF THE LAW, THE POWER WHICH TAKETH ITS TYPE FROM THE IMPRESS OF THE POWER OF THE INVISIBLE WATERS ABOVE." THIS POWER IS CALLED THALASSA, EVIDENTLY THE THALATTH (TIĀMAT), OR WORLD-MOTHER, OF THE BABYLONIANS. THE TWELVE SOURCES ARE ALSO CALLED TWELVE MOUTHS, OR PIPES, THROUGH WHICH THE WORLD-POWERS POUR HISSING. IT IS THE POWER WHICH IS SURROUNDED BY A DODECAGONAL PYRAMID OR DODECAHEDRON--A HINT WHICH SHOULD PERSUADE ASTROLOGERS TO RECONSIDER THEIR "SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC." HIPPOLYTUS’ QUOTATIONS AND SUMMARY HERE BECOME VERY OBSCURE AND REQUIRE A CRITICAL TREATMENT WHICH HAS NOT YET BEEN ACCORDED THEM; WE ARE FINALLY TOLD THAT THE MATTER IS TAKEN FROM A TREATISE DEALING WITH THE FORMAL OR GENERABLE WORLD, FOR IT IS DENOMINATED THE PROASTEIOI UP TO THE ÆTHER; THAT IS TO SAY, THE HIERARCHIES OF POWERS AS FAR AS THE ÆTHER, WHICH WERE PROBABLY REPRESENTED DIAGRAMATICALLY BY A SERIES OF CONCENTRIC CIRCLES, A "PROASTEION" BEING THE SPACE ROUND A CITY'S WALLS. HIPPOLYTUS HERE AGAIN POINTS OUT THE CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN ASTROLOGICAL SYMBOLISM AND THE TEACHING OF THIS SCHOOL OF GNOSTICISM; IT IS, HE SAYS, SIMPLY ASTROLOGY ALLEGORIZED, OR RATHER WE SHOULD SAY COSMOGONY THEOLOGIZED. THESE PERATICS, OR TRANSCENDENTALISTS, DERIVE THEIR NAME FROM THE FOLLOWING CONSIDERATIONS. THEY BELIEVED THAT NOTHING WHICH EXISTS BY GENERATION CAN SURVIVE DESTRUCTION, AND THUS THE THE MEANING OF THE NAME. SPHERE OF GENERATION IS ALSO THE FATE-SPHERE. HE THEN WHO KNOWS NOTHING BEYOND THIS, IS BOUND TO THE WHEEL OF FATE; BUT "HE WHO IS CONVERSANT WITH THE COMPULSION OF GENERATION [SAṀSĀRA], AND THE PATHS THROUGH WHICH MAN HAS ENTERED INTO THE [GENERABLE] WORLD," CAN PROCEED THROUGH AND PASS BEYOND (TRANSCEND) DESTRUCTION. THIS DESTRUCTION IS THE "WATER" WHICH IS THE "GENERATION OF MEN," AND WHICH IS THE ELEMENT IN WHICH THE HIERARCHIES OF GENERATION HOLD THEIR SWAY, AND HAVE THEIR BEING. IT IS CALLED WATER BECAUSE IT IS OF THAT COLOUR, NAMELY, THE LOWER ETHER. THE TREATISE FROM WHICH HIPPOLYTUS QUOTES, AGAIN DIVES INTO THE DEPTHS OF MYTHOLOGY, AND AMONG OTHER THINGS ADDUCES THE MYTH OF THE GOING-FORTH, AND ITS MYSTICAL INTERPRETATION; FINALLY, THE GNOSTIC COMMENTATOR EXPLAINS THE OPENING VERSES OF THE PROEM TO THE FOURTH CANONICAL GOSPEL. HIPPOLYTUS, HOWEVER, IS BEGINNING TO BE BAFFLED BY THE AMAZING INTRICACY OF THE SYSTEM, AS HE TELLS US, AND THUS BREAKS OFF, AND APPARENTLY TAKES UP ANOTHER TREATISE FROM WHICH TO QUOTE. THE NEW TREATISE IS OF AN EXCEEDINGLY MYSTICAL CHARACTER, AND SEEMINGLY DEALS WITH THE PSYCHOLOGICAL PHYSIOLOGY OF THE SCHOOL. PSYCHOLOGICAL PHYSIOLOGY.THE UNIVERSE IS FIGURED FORTH AS TRIPLE: FATHER, SON, AND MATTER (HYLĒ), EACH OF ENDLESS POTENTIALITIES. THE SON, THE FASHIONING LOGOS, STANDS MIDWAY BETWEEN THE IMMOVABLE FATHER AND MOVING MATTER. AT ONE TIME HE IS TURNED TO THE FATHER AND RECEIVES THE POWERS IN HIS DISK (FACE, OR "PERSON"), AND THEN TURNING CASTS THEM INTO MATTER, WHICH IS DEVOID OF FORM; AND THUS, THE MATTER IS MOULDED AND THE FORMAL WORLD IS PRODUCED. WE HERE SEE AN ATTEMPT TO GRAFT A HIGHER TEACHING, OF THE SAME NATURE AS THE PLATONIC DOCTRINE OF TYPES AND IDEAS, ON TO THE PRIMITIVE SYMBOLISM OF IMPERFECTLY OBSERVED NATURAL PHENOMENA. THE SUN IS THE FATHER, THE MOON IS THE SON, AND THE EARTH IS MATTER. THE MOON IS FIGURED AS A SERPENT, OWING TO ITS SERPENTINE PATH, AND ITS PHASES ARE IMAGINED AS THE TURNING OF ITS FACE TOWARDS THE SUN, AND AGAIN TOWARDS THE EARTH. IF THIS IS CORRECT, HOWEVER, THE IMMOBILITY OF THE SUN AND THE MOTION OF THE EARTH GIVE US REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THE CHALDÆANS WERE BETTER ACQUAINTED WITH ASTRONOMY THAN THE FOLLOWERS OF THE FAR LATER HIPPARCHO-PTOLEMÆIC GEOCENTRICISM. THE GNOSTIC WRITER HAS ALSO A CORRECT THEORY OF MAGNETIC AND OTHER INFLUENCES, WHICH HE QUAINTLY SETS FORTH. WE CAN, MOREOVER, DISTINGUISH THREE STRATA OF INTERPRETATION: (I.) METAPHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL--THE IDEAL WORLD, THE INTERMEDIATE, AND THE VISIBLE UNIVERSE; (II.) THE WORLD OF GENERATION--WITH ITS SUN, MOON AND EARTH-FORCES; AND (III.) THE ANALOGICAL PSYCHO-PHYSIOLOGICAL PROCESS IN MAN. THE LAST IS THUS EXPLAINED. THE BRAIN IS THE FATHER, THE CEREBELLUM THE SON, AND THE MEDULLA MATTER OR HYLĒ. "THE CEREBELLUM, BY AN INEFFABLE AND INSCRUTABLE PROCESS, ATTRACTS THROUGH THE PINEAL GLAND THE SPIRITUAL AND LIFE-GIVING ESSENCE FROM THE VAULTED CHAMBER [? THIRD VENTRICLE]. AND ON RECEIVING THIS, THE CEREBELLUM [ALSO] IN AN INEFFABLE MANNER IMPARTS THE 'IDEAS,' JUST AS THE SON DOES, TO MATTER; OR, IN OTHER WORDS, THE SEEDS AND THE GENERA OF THINGS PRODUCED ACCORDING TO THE FLESH FLOW ALONG INTO THE SPINAL MARROW." AND, ADDS HIPPOLYTUS, THE MAIN SECRETS OF THE SCHOOL DEPEND ON A KNOWLEDGE OF THESE CORRESPONDENCES, BUT IT WOULD BE IMPIOUS FOR HIM TO SAY ANYTHING MORE ON THE MATTER--A SCRUPLE WHICH IS SURPRISING TO FIND IN A CHURCH FATHER, AND ESPECIALLY IN HIPPOLYTUS, WHO DEVOTED THE SECOND AND THIRD BOOKS OF HIS REFUTATION TO AN EXPOSITION OF THE MYSTERIES. THE LOST BOOKS OF HIPPOLYTUS. NOW IT IS A CURIOUS FACT THAT THESE TWO BOOKS HAVE BEEN BODILY REMOVED FROM THE MS. DID HIPPOLYTUS, THEN, REVEAL TOO MUCH OF THE "PLAGIARISM BY ANTICIPATION" OF THE RITES AND DOCTRINES OF THE CHURCH, AND DID THOSE WHO CAME AFTER HIM CONSIDER IT UNWISE TO KEEP SUCH EVIDENCE ON RECORD? FOR ONE WOULD HAVE THOUGHT THAT ABOVE ALL THINGS THE ORTHODOX FATHERS WOULD HAVE DELIGHTED IN PARADING THE POSSESSION OF SUCH INFORMATION BEFORE THE HEATHEN AND HERETICS, AND WOULD HAVE SPECIALLY PRESERVED THESE TWO BOOKS FROM DESTRUCTION. BUT INDEED, IT IS ALTOGETHER STRANGE THAT THIS, THE MOST IMPORTANT REFUTATION OF ALL THE HÆRESIOLOGICAL DOCUMENTS WHICH WE POSSESS, WAS MADE NO USE OF BY THE SUCCESSORS OF HIPPOLYTUS. THE ONLY MS. KNOWN TO THE WESTERN WORLD WAS BROUGHT FROM MOUNT ATHOS IN 1842, AND ITS CONTENTS (BECAUSE OF THE NUMBER OF DIRECT QUOTATIONS) HAVE REVOLUTIONIZED OUR IDEAS ON GNOSTICISM ON MANY POINTS. HAD THE TWO BOOKS ON THE MYSTERIES BEEN PRESERVED, WE MIGHT PERCHANCE HAVE HAD OUR IDEAS EVEN FURTHER REVOLUTIONIZED.
THE SETHIANS
CLOSELY CONNECTED WITH THE GNOSTICS ABOVE DESCRIBED ARE THE SETHIANS, TO WHOM HIPPOLYTUS NEXT DEVOTES SETH. HIS ATTENTION. HE SPEAKS OF THEIR "INNUMERABLE COMMENTARIES," AND REFERS HIS READERS ESPECIALLY TO A CERTAIN TREATISE, CALLED THE PARAPHRASE OF SETH, FOR A DIGEST OF THEIR DOCTRINES. BUT WHETHER OR NOT HIPPOLYTUS QUOTES FROM THIS DOCUMENT HIMSELF, OR FROM SOME OTHER TREATISE OR TREATISES, IS NOT APPARENT. THE TITLE, PARAPHRASE OF SETH, IS EXCEEDINGLY PUZZLING; IT IS DIFFICULT TO SAY WHAT IS THE EXACT MEANING OF THE TERM "PARAPHRASIS," AND THE DOCTRINES SET FORTH BY HIPPOLYTUS HAVE NO CONNECTION WITH THE SETH-LEGEND. THE TERM SETHIANS, AS USED BY HIPPOLYTUS, IS NOT ONLY PUZZLING ON THIS ACCOUNT, BUT ALSO BECAUSE HIS SUMMARY DIFFERS ENTIRELY FROM THE SCRAPS OF INFORMATION ON THE SYSTEM OF THE SETHITES SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN MENTIONED IN HIS LOST SYNTAGMA, AND ALLIED TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE NICOLAÏTANS BY THE EPITOMIZERS. IN THE LATTER FRAGMENTS THE HERO SETH WAS CHOSEN AS THE TYPE OF THE GOOD MAN, THE PERFECT, THE PROTOTYPE OF CHRIST. CAN IT POSSIBLY BE THAT THERE IS A CONNECTION BETWEEN THE NAME "SETH" AND THE MYSTERIOUS "SETHEUS" OF THE CODEX BRUCIANUS? AND FURTHER, ARE WE TO LOOK FOR THE ORIGIN OF THE SETHIANS ALONG THE EGYPTIAN LINE OF TRADITION OF THE HYKSŌS-CULT, THE SEMITIC BACKGROUND OF WHICH MADE SETH THE MYSTERY-GOD? AN OUTLINE OF THEIR SYSTEM.THE SETHIANS OF WHOM WE ARE TREATING BEGIN WITH A TRINITY; LIGHT, SPIRIT AND DARKNESS. THE SPIRIT IS NOT, HOWEVER, TO BE THOUGHT OF AS A BREATH OR WIND, BUT AS IT WERE A SUBTLE ODOUR SPREADING EVERYWHERE. ALL THREE PRINCIPLES THEN ARE INTERMINGLED ONE WITH ANOTHER. AND THE DARKNESS STRIVES TO RETAIN THE LIGHT AND THE SPIRIT, AND IMPRISON THE LIGHT-SPARKS IN MATTER; WHILE THE LIGHT AND THE SPIRIT, ON THEIR SIDE, STRIVE TO RAISE THEIR POWERS ALOFT AND RESCUE THEM FROM THE DARKNESS. ALL GENERA AND SPECIES AND INDIVIDUALS, NAY THE HEAVEN AND EARTH ITSELF, ARE IMAGES OF "SEALS"; THEY ARE PRODUCED ACCORDING TO CERTAIN PRE-EXISTENT TYPES. IT WAS FROM THE FIRST CONCOURSE OF THE THREE ORIGINAL PRINCIPLES OR POWERS THAT THE FIRST GREAT FORM WAS PRODUCED, THE IMPRESSION OF THE GREAT SEAL, NAMELY, HEAVEN AND EARTH. THIS IS SYMBOLIZED BY THE WORLD-EGG IN THE WOMB OF THE UNIVERSE, AND THE REST OF CREATION IS WORKED OUT ON THE SAME ANALOGY. THE EGG IS IN THE WATERS, WHICH ARE THROWN INTO WAVES BY THE CREATIVE POWER, AND IT DEPENDS ON THE NATURE OF THE WAVES AS TO WHAT THE VARIOUS CREATURES WILL BE. HERE WE HAVE THE WHOLE THEORY OF VIBRATIONS AND THE GERM-CELL IDEA IN FULL ACTIVITY. INTO THE BODIES THUS BROUGHT INTO EXISTENCE BY THE WAVES OF THE WATERS (THE VEHICLES OF SUBTLE MATTER) THE LIGHT-SPARK AND THE FRAGRANCE OF THE SPIRIT DESCEND, AND THUS "MIND OR MAN" IS "MOULDED INTO VARIOUS SPECIES." "AND THIS [LIGHT-SPARK] IS A PERFECT GOD, WHO FROM THE INGENERABLE LIGHT FROM ABOVE, AND FROM THE SPIRIT, IS BORNE DOWN INTO THE NATURAL MAN, AS INTO A SHRINE, BY THE TIDE OF NATURE AND THE MOTION OF THE WIND [THE CREATIVE POWER WHICH CAUSES THE WAVES] ...THUS A MINUTE SPARK, A DIVIDED SPLINTER FROM ABOVE, LIKE THE RAY OF A STAR, HAS BEEN MINGLED IN THE MUCH COMPOUNDED WATERS [BODIES OF VARIOUS KINDS OF SUBTLE MATTER] OF MANY (EXISTENCES) ...EVERY THOUGHT, THEN, AND SOLICITUDE ACTUATING THE LIGHT FROM ABOVE IS AS TO HOW AND IN WHAT MANNER MIND MAY BE SET FREE FROM DEATH--THE EVIL AND DARK BODY--FROM THE 'FATHER' BELOW, THE [GENERATIVE IMPULSE] WIND, WHICH WITH AGITATION AND TUMULT RAISED UP THE WAVES, AND [FINALLY] PRODUCED A PERFECT MIND, HIS OWN SON, AND YET NOT HIS OWN IN ESSENCE. FOR HE [THE MIND] WAS A RAY FROM ABOVE, FROM THAT PERFECT LIGHT, OVERPOWERED IN THE DARK AND FEARSOME, AND BITTER, AND BLOOD-STAINED WATER; HE ALSO IS A LIGHT-SPIRIT FLOATING ON THE WATER." THE GENERATIVE POWER IS CALLED NOT ONLY "WIND," BUT ALSO "BEAST," AND "SERPENT," THE LATTER BECAUSE OF THE HISSING SOUND IT PRODUCES, JUST LIKE THE WHIRLING WIND. NOW THE IMPURE WOMB, OR SPHERE OF GENERATION, CAN ONLY PRODUCE MORTAL MEN, BUT THE VIRGIN OR PURE WOMB, THE SPHERE OF LIGHT, CAN PRODUCE MEN IMMORTAL OR GODS. IT IS THE DESCENT OF THE PERFECT MAN OR LOGOS INTO THE PURE MAN THAT ALONE CAN STILL THE BIRTH-PANGS OF THE CARNAL MAN. THIS NATURAL AND SPIRITUAL PROCESS IS SHOWN FORTH IN THE MYSTERIES; AFTER PASSING THROUGH THE LESSER THE MYSTERIES. MYSTERIES, WHICH PERTAIN TO THE CYCLE OF GENERATION, THE CANDIDATE IS WASHED OR BAPTISED, AND STRIPPING OFF THE DRESS OF A SERVANT, PUTS ON A HEAVENLY GARMENT, AND DRINKS OF THE CUP OF LIFE-GIVING WATER. THAT IS TO SAY, HE LEAVES HIS SERVILE FORM, THE BODY WHICH IS SUBJECTED TO THE NECESSITY OF GENERATION AND IS THUS A SLAVE, AND ASCENDS IN HIS SPIRITUAL BODY TO THE STATE WHERE IS THE OCEAN OF IMMORTALITY. THE SETHIAN SCHOOL SUPPORTED THEIR THEOSOPHIC TENETS BY ANALOGIES DRAWN FROM NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, AND BY THE ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT; BUT, SAYS HIPPOLYTUS, THEIR SYSTEM IS NOTHING ELSE THAN THE TENETS OF THE ORPHIC MYSTERIES, WHICH WERE CELEBRATED IN ACHÆA AT PHLIUM, LONG BEFORE THE ELEUSINIAN. NO DOUBT THE SETHIANS BASED THEIR THEORIES ON ONE OR MORE OF THE TRADITIONS OF THE MYSTERY-CULT, BUT WE NEED NOT FOLLOW HIPPOLYTUS IN HIS SELECTION OF ONLY ONE TRADITION, AND THAT TOO IN ITS GROSSEST AND MOST IGNORANT PHASE OF VULGAR PHALLICISM. THE SCHOOL SEEMS ALSO TO HAVE HAD AFFINITIES WITH THE HERMETIC TRADITION, AND USED THE ANALOGY OF NATURAL AND "ALCHEMICAL" PROCESSES FOR THE EXPLANATION OF SPIRITUAL MATTERS. FOR INSTANCE, AFTER CITING THE EXAMPLE OF THE MAGNET, ONE OF THEIR BOOKS CONTINUES: "THUS THE LIGHT-RAY [HUMAN SOUL], MINGLED WITH THE WATER [ANIMAL SOUL], HAVING OBTAINED THROUGH DISCIPLINE AND INSTRUCTION ITS OWN PROPER REGION, HASTENS TOWARDS THE LOGOS [DIVINE SOUL] THAT COMES DOWN FROM ABOVE IN SERVILE FORM [BODY]; AND ALONG WITH THE LOGOS BECOMES LOGOS THERE WHERE THE LOGOS HAS HIS BEING, MORE SPEEDILY THAN IRON [HASTENS] TO THE MAGNET." 
THE DOCETÆ
AS PREVIOUSLY REMARKED, THE REMAINS OF THE ANCIENT BED OF THE STREAM OF THE GNOSIS WHICH WE ARE ENDEAVOURING TO SURVEY, ARE SO FRAGMENTARY, THAT NOTHING CAN BE ATTEMPTED, BUT A MOST IMPERFECT OUTLINE, OR RATHER A SERIES OF ROUGH SKETCHES OF CERTAIN SECTIONS THAT SOME DAY FURTHER DISCOVERY MAY ENABLE US TO THROW INTO THE FORM OF A MAP. CHRONOLOGICAL INDICATIONS ARE ALMOST ENTIRELY WANTING, AND WE CAN AS YET FORM NO IDEA OF THE CORRECT SEQUENCE OF THESE GENERAL GNOSTIC SCHOOLS. WE MUST THEREFORE PROCEED AT HAPHAZARD SOMEWHAT, AND WILL NEXT TURN OUR ATTENTION TO A SCHOOL WHICH HIPPOLYTUS (BK. VIII.) CALLS THE DOCETÆ, SEEING THAT THEIR TENETS ARE VERY SIMILAR TO THOSE OF THE THREE SCHOOLS OF WHICH WE HAVE JUST TREATED. THERE IS NOTHING, HOWEVER, TO SHOW WHY THIS NAME IS ESPECIALLY SELECTED, EXCEPT THE OBSCURE REASON THAT IT IS DERIVED FROM THE ATTEMPT OF THESE GNOSTICS TO THEORISE ON "INACCESSIBLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE MATTER." IT MAY, THEREFORE, BE POSSIBLE THAT THEY BELIEVED IN THE DOCTRINE OF THE NON-REALITY OF MATTER; AND THAT THE NAME DOCETÆ ("ILLUSIONISTS") IS OF SIMILAR DERIVATION TO THE MĀYĀ-VĀDINS OF THE HINDUS. THE SYSTEM OF THIS GNOSTIC CIRCLE BEARS A STRONG FAMILY LIKENESS TO THE DOCTRINES OF THE BASILIDIAN AND VALENTINIAN SCHOOLS; BUT THE DOCTRINE OF THE NON-PHYSICAL NATURE OF THE BODY OF THE CHRIST, WHICH IS THE GENERAL CHARACTERISTIC OF ORDINARY DOCETISM, IS NOT MORE PROMINENT WITH THEM THAN WITH MANY OTHER SCHOOLS. THE OUTLINE OF THEIR TENETS GIVEN BY HIPPOLYTUS IS AS FOLLOWS. GOD.THE PRIMAL BEING IS SYMBOLIZED AS THE SEED OF A FIG-TREE, THE MATHEMATICAL POINT, WHICH IS EVERYWHERE, SMALLER THAN SMALL, YET GREATER THAN GREAT, CONTAINING IN ITSELF INFINITE POTENTIALITIES. HE IS THE "REFUGE OF THE TERROR-STRICKEN, THE COVERING OF THE NAKED," AND MUCH ELSE AS ALLEGORICALLY SET FORTH IN THE SCRIPTURES. THE MANNER OF THE INFINITE GENERATION OF THINGS IS ALSO FIGURED BY THE FIG-TREE, FOR FROM THE SEED COMES THE STEM, THEN BRANCHES, AND THEN LEAVES, AND THEN FRUIT, THE FRUIT IN ITS TURN CONTAINING SEEDS, AND THENCE OTHER STEMS, AND SO ON IN INFINITE MANNER; SO, ALL THINGS COME FORTH. THE ÆONS.IN THIS WAY, EVEN BEFORE THE SENSIBLE WORLD WAS FORMED, THERE WAS AN EMANATION OF A DIVINE OR IDEAL WORLD OF THREE ROOT-ÆONS, EACH CONSISTING OF SO MANY SUB-ÆONS, MALE-FEMALE; THAT IS TO SAY, WORLDS, OR BEINGS, OR PLANES, OF SELF-GENERATING POWERS. AND THIS ÆON-WORLD OF LIGHT CAME FORTH FROM THE ONE IDEAL SEED OR ROOT OF THE UNIVERSE, THE INGENERABLE. THEN THE HOST OF SELF-GENERABLE ÆONS UNITING TOGETHER PRODUCE FROM THE ONE VIRGIN (IDEAL COSMIC SUBSTANCE), THE ALONE-BEGOTTEN (-GENERATED) ONE, THE SAVIOUR OF THE UNIVERSE, THE PERFECT ANON; CONTAINING IN HIMSELF ALL THE POWERS OF THE IDEAL WORLD OF THE ÆONS, EQUAL IN POWER IN ALL THINGS TO THE ORIGINAL SEED OF THE UNIVERSE, THE INGENERABLE. THUS, WAS THE SAVIOUR OF THE IDEAL UNIVERSE PRODUCED, THE PERFECT ÆON. AND THUS, ALL IN THAT SPIRITUAL WORLD WAS PERFECTED, ALL BEING OF THE NATURE OF THAT WHICH TRANSCENDS INTELLECT, FREE FROM ALL DEFICIENCY. THUS, WAS ACCOMPLISHED THE ETERNAL AND IDEAL WORLD-PROCESS IN THE SPACES OF THE ÆONS. NEXT WITH REGARD TO THE EMANATION OF THE IDEAL WORLD INTO THE SENSIBLE UNIVERSE. THE THIRD ROOT-ÆON, COSMOS AND MAN. IN ITS TURN, MADE ITSELF THREEFOLD, CONTAINING IN ITSELF ALL THE SUPERNAL POTENTIALITIES. THUS, THEN, ITS LIGHT SHONE DOWN UPON THE PRIMORDIAL CHAOTIC SUBSTANCE, AND THE SOULS OF ALL GENERA AND SPECIES OF LIVING BEINGS WERE INFUSED INTO IT. AND WHEN THE THIRD ÆON, OR LOGOS, PERCEIVED THAT HIS IDEAS AND IMPRESSIONS AND TYPES OR SEALS (ΧΑΡΑΤῆΡΕΣ)--THE SOULS--WERE SEIZED UPON BY THE DARKNESS, HE SEPARATED THE LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS, AND PLACED A FIRMAMENT BETWEEN; BUT THIS WAS ONLY DONE AFTER ALL THE INFINITE SPECIES OF THE THIRD ÆON HAD BEEN INTERCEPTED IN THE DARKNESS. AND LAST OF ALL THE RESEMBLANCE OF THE THIRD ÆON HIMSELF WAS IMPRESSED UPON THE LOWER UNIVERSE, AND THIS RESEMBLANCE IS A "LIFE-GIVING FIRE, GENERATED FROM THE LIGHT." NOW THIS FIRE IS THE CREATIVE GOD WHICH FASHIONS THE WORLD, AS IN THE MOSAIC ACCOUNT. THIS FABRICATING DEITY, HAVING NO SUBSTANCE OF HIS OWN, USES THE DARKNESS (GROSS MATTER) AS HIS SUBSTANCE, OUT OF WHICH HE MAKES BODIES, AND THUS PERPETUALLY TREATS DESPITEFULLY THE ETERNAL ATTRIBUTES OF LIGHT WHICH ARE IMPRISONED IN THE DARKNESS. THUS, UNTIL THE COMING OF THE SAVIOUR, THERE WAS A VAST DELUSION OF SOULS, FOR THESE "IDEAS" ARE CALLED SOULS (ΨΥΧΑί) BECAUSE THEY HAVE BEEN BREATHED OUT (ἀΠΟΨΥΓΕῖΣΑΙ) FROM THE (ÆONS) ABOVE. THESE SOULS SPEND THEIR LIVES IN DARKNESS, PASSING FROM ONE TO ANOTHER OF THE BODIES WHICH ARE UNDER THE WARD OF THE CREATIVE POWER OR WORLD-FABRICATOR. IN SUPPORT OF THIS THE GNOSTIC AUTHOR REFERS TO THE SAYING: "AND IF YE WILL RECEIVE IT, THIS IS ELIAS THAT WAS FOR TO COME; HE THAT HATH EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR"; AND ALSO, TO JOB II. 9: "AND I AM A WANDERER, CHANGING PLACE AFTER PLACE AND HOUSE AFTER HOUSE." THE LATTER PASSAGE IS FOUND IN THE VERSION OF THE SEVENTY, BUT IS OMITTED IN THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION. THE SAVIOUR. IT IS BY MEANS OF THE SAVIOUR THAT SOULS ARE SET FREE FROM THE CIRCLE OF REBIRTH (METENSOMATOSIS), AND FAITH IS AROUSED IN MEN THAT THEIR SINS SHOULD BE REMITTED. THUS, THEN, THE ALONE-BEGOTTEN SON GAZING UPON THE SOUL-TRAGEDY--THE "IMAGES" OF THE SUPERNAL ÆONS CHANGING PERPETUALLY FROM ONE BODY TO ANOTHER OF THE DARKNESS--WILLED TO DESCEND FOR THEIR DELIVERANCE. NOW THE INDIVIDUAL ÆONS ABOVE WERE NOT ABLE TO ENDURE THE WHOLE FULLNESS OF THE DIVINE WORLD, I.E., THE SON; AND HAD THEY BEHELD IT THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN THROWN INTO CONFUSION AT ITS GREATNESS AND THE GLORY OF ITS POWER, AND WOULD HAVE FEARED FOR THEIR EXISTENCE. SO THE SAVIOUR INDREW HIS GLORY INTO HIMSELF, AS IT WERE THE VASTEST OF LIGHTNING-FLASHES INTO THE MINUTEST OF BODIES, OR AS THE SUDDEN CESSATION OF LIGHT WHEN THE EYELIDS CLOSE, AND SO DESCENDED TO THE HEAVENLY DOME; AND REACHING THE STAR-BELT THERE, AGAIN INDREW HIS GLORY, FOR EVEN THE APPARENTLY MOST MINUTE LIGHT-GIVER OF THE STAR-SPHERE IS A SUN ILLUMINATING ALL SPACE; AND SO THE SAVIOUR WITHDREW HIS GLORY AGAIN AND ENTERED INTO THE DOMAIN OF THE THIRD SPHERE OF THE THIRD ÆON. AND SO, HE ENTERED EVEN INTO THE DARKNESS; THAT IS TO SAY, WAS INCARNATED IN A BODY. AND HIS BAPTISM WAS IN THIS WISE: HE WASHED HIMSELF IN THE JORDAN (THE STREAM OF THE LOGOS), AND AFTER THIS PURIFICATION IN THE WATER HE BECAME POSSESSED OF A SPIRITUAL BODY, A COPY OR IMPRESSION OF HIS VIRGIN-MADE PHYSICAL BODY; SO THAT WHEN THE WORLD-RULER (THE GOD OF GENERATION) CONDEMNED HIS OWN PLASM (THE PHYSICAL BODY) TO DEATH, I.E., THE CROSS, THE SPIRITUAL BODY, NOURISHED IN THE VIRGIN PHYSICAL BODY, MIGHT STRIP OFF THE PHYSICAL BODY, AND NAIL IT TO THE "TREE," AND THUS THE CHRIST WOULD TRIUMPH OVER THE POWERS AND AUTHORITIES OF THE WORLD-RULER, AND NOT BE FOUND NAKED; FOR HE WOULD PUT ON HIS NEW SPIRITUAL BODY OF PERFECTION INSTEAD OF ANOTHER BODY OF FLESH. THUS, THE SAYING: "EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN OF WATER AND OF THE SPIRIT HE CANNOT ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF THE HEAVENS; THAT WHICH IS BORN OF THE FLESH IS FLESH." AS TO JESUS CHRIST, THE GNOSTIC WRITER WISELY REMARKS THAT THIS IDEAL CAN BE SEEN FROM MANY SIDES; THAT EACH SCHOOL HAS ITS OWN VIEW, SOME A LOW, SOME A HIGH VIEW; AND THAT THIS IS IN THE NATURE OF THINGS. FINALLY, NONE BUT THE REAL GNOSTICS, THAT IS THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED THROUGH INITIATIONS SIMILAR TO THOSE OF JESUS, CAN UNDERSTAND THE MYSTERY FACE TO FACE. IT WOULD SEEM HARDLY NECESSARY TO POINT OUT TO THE STUDENT OF GNOSTICISM THE STRIKING SIMILARITY BETWEEN THE GENERAL OUTLINES OF THIS SYSTEM AND THE LEADING IDEAS OF THE CONTENTS OF THE BRUCE AND ASKEW CODICES; AND YET NO ONE HAS PREVIOUSLY REMARKED THEM.
MONOÏMUS
HIPPOLYTUS DEVOTES HIS NEXT SECTION TO A CERTAIN MONOÏMUS, WHO IS ONLY MENTIONED BY ONE OTHER HÆRESIOLOGIST, NAMELY THEODORET, IN A BRIEF PARAGRAPH. MONOÏMUS WAS AN ARABIAN AND LIVED SOMEWHERE IN THE LATTER HALF OF THE SECOND CENTURY. HIS SYSTEM IS BASED ON THE IDEA OF THE HEAVENLY MAN, THE UNIVERSE, AND THE SON OF THIS MAN, THE PERFECT MAN, ALL OTHER MEN BEING BUT IMPERFECT REFLECTIONS OF THE ONE IDEAL TYPE. NUMBER-THEORIES. HIS GENERAL IDEAS ATTACH THEMSELVES TO THE CYCLE OF GNOSTIC LITERATURE OF WHICH WE ARE TREATING, AND ARE ELABORATED BY MANY MATHEMATICAL AND GEOMETRICAL CONSIDERATIONS FROM THE PYTHAGORÆAN AND PLATONIC TRADITIONS. THE THEORY OF NUMBERS AND THE GEOMETRICAL COMPOSITION OF THE UNIVERSE FROM ELEMENTS WHICH ARE SYMBOLIZED BY THE FIVE PLATONIC SOLIDS--NAMELY, THE TETRAHEDRON, CUBE, OCTAHEDRON, DODECAHEDRON AND ICOSAHEDRON--ARE DEVELOPED. ALL THESE GEOMETRICAL SYMBOLS ARE PRODUCED BY THE MONAD, WHICH HE CALLS THE IŌTA, THE YOD, AND THE "ONE HORN." IT IS OUR OLD FRIEND THE SERPENTINE FORCE, THE HORN OF PLENTY, THE ROD OF MOSES AND OF HERMES; IN OTHER WORDS, IT IS THE ATOM WHICH IS SAID BY SEERS TO BE A "CONICAL" SWIRL OF FORCES. THIS MONAD IS IN NUMBERS THE DECAD, THE PERFECT NUMBER AND COMPLETION OF THE FIRST SERIES OF NUMBERS, AFTER WHICH THE WHOLE PROCESS BEGINS AGAIN. NOW IT WAS MOSES’ ROD WHICH BROUGHT TO PASS THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT ACCORDING TO THE MYTH. THESE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] "PLAGUES" ARE NOTHING ELSE BUT TRANSMUTATIONS OF THE MATTER OF THE PHYSICAL BODY, E.G., WATER INTO BLOOD, ETC., ALL OF WHICH IS QUAINTLY WORKED OUT BY THE WRITER. THE WHOLE OF THIS SYSTEM, INDEED, OPENS UP A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS WHICH WOULD LEAD US FAR BEYOND THE SCOPE OF THE PRESENT ESSAY. MONOÏMUS WAS UNDOUBTEDLY A CONTEMPORARY OF THE VALENTINIAN SCHOOL, IF NOT A PUPIL OF VALENTINUS, AND THE GARBLED VERSION OF HIS SYSTEM AS PRESERVED BY HIPPOLYTUS CAN BE MADE TO YIELD MANY IMPORTANT POINTS WHICH WILL THROW LIGHT ON THE "THEOLOGICAL ARITHMETIC" OF THE GNOSTIC DOCTORS. THIS MAY BE PROVED SOME DAY STILL TO PRESERVE A SEED WHICH MAY GROW INTO A TREE OF REAL MATHEMATICAL KNOWLEDGE. WE WILL CONCLUDE OUR SKETCH OF THE TENETS OF MONOÏMUS BY QUOTING HIS OPINION ON THE WAY TO SEEK HOW TO SEEK AFTER GOD. FOR GOD. IN A LETTER TO A CERTAIN THEOPHRASTUS, HE WRITES: "CEASE TO SEEK AFTER GOD (AS WITHOUT THEE), AND THE UNIVERSE, AND THINGS SIMILAR TO THESE; SEEK HIM FROM OUT OF THYSELF, AND LEARN WHO IT IS, WHO ONCE AND FOR ALL APPROPRIATETH ALL IN THEE UNTO HIMSELF, AND SAYETH: 'MY GOD, MY MIND, MY REASON, MY SOUL, MY BODY.' AND LEARN WHENCE IS SORROW AND JOY, AND LOVE AND HATE, AND WAKING THOUGH ONE WOULD NOT, AND SLEEPING THOUGH ONE WOULD NOT, AND GETTING ANGRY THOUGH ONE WOULD NOT, AND FALLING IN LOVE THOUGH ONE WOULD NOT. AND IF THOU SHOULDST CLOSELY INVESTIGATE THESE THINGS, THOU WILT FIND HIM IN THYSELF, ONE AND MANY, JUST AS THE ATOM; THUS, FINDING FROM THYSELF A WAY OUT OF THYSELF." ALL OF THIS RE-ECHOES VERY DISTINCTLY THE TEACHING OF THE EARLIER TRISMEGISTIC LITERATURE.
THE SO-CALLED CAINITES
THE OBSCURITY OF THE SUBJECT. BEFORE RETURNING AGAIN TOWARDS THE TIME OF THE ORIGINS ALONG ANOTHER LINE OF TRADITION, OF WHICH ONE OR TWO OBSCURE INDICATIONS STILL REMAIN--THE CARPOCRATES-CERINTHUS TRACE--WE WILL BRIEFLY REFER TO THE OBSCURE CHAOS OF TENDENCIES CLASSED TOGETHER UNDER THE TERM "CAINITE" AND ITS VARIANTS. OUR SOURCES OF INFORMATION ARE SCANTY, AND (IF WE EXCLUDE THE MERE MENTION OF THE NAME) ARE CONFINED TO IRENÆUS AND EPIPHANIUS; THE LATTER, MOREOVER, COPIES FROM IRENÆUS, AND WITH THE EXCEPTION OF HIS OWN REFLECTIONS AND LUCUBRATIONS, HAS ONLY A SCRAP OR TWO OF FRESH INFORMATION TO ADD. THIS LINE OF TRADITION IS AGAIN GENERALLY CLASSED AS "OPHITE," AND AS USUAL WE FIND THAT ITS ADHERENTS CALLED THEMSELVES SIMPLY GNOSTICS. THEY WERE DISTINGUISHED BY THE HONOUR THEY PAID TO CAIN AND JUDAS; WHICH FACT, TAKEN BY ITSELF, WAS SUFFICIENT TO OVERWHELM THEM WITH THE EXECRATIONS OF THE ORTHODOX, WHO ASCRIBED THE PERPETRATION OF EVERY INIQUITY TO THEM. THUS, WE FIND THAT EPIPHANIUS, WHO WROTE TWO HUNDRED YEARS AFTER IRENÆUS, EMBROIDERS CONSIDERABLY ON THE ACCOUNT OF THE BISHOP OF LYONS, EVEN WHERE HE IS IN OTHER RESPECTS SIMPLY COPYING FROM HIS PREDECESSOR. WE WILL NOW PROCEED TO SEE THE REASON WHY THESE GNOSTICS ENTERTAINED AN APPARENTLY SO STRANGE BELIEF. IF THE READER WILL BEAR IN MIND THE SYSTEMS OF JUSTINUS AND OF THE SETHIANS, HE WILL BE IN A BETTER POSITION TO COMPREHEND WHAT FOLLOWS. THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE SYSTEM OF THESE GNOSTICS, THEN, IS AS FOLLOWS. THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD WAS NOT THE GOD OVER ALL; THE ABSOLUTE POWER FROM ABOVE WAS STRONGER THAN THE WEAKER (ἡΣΤΈΡΑ--HYSTERA) POWER OF GENERATION, WHICH WAS SYMBOLIZED AS THE POWER OF THE IMPURE WORLD-WOMB, CONTAINING HEAVEN AND EARTH WITHIN IT--THE SENSIBLE WORLD. BUT THIS SENSIBLE WORLD WAS, AS IT WERE, AN AFTER-BIRTH (ὕΣΤΕΡΑ--HYSTERA), COMPARED WITH THE TRUE BIRTH FROM THE VIRGIN SPIRITUAL WOMB, THE IDEAL WORLD OF THE ÆONS ABOVE. EPIPHANIUS HAS MADE A GREAT MUDDLE OF THIS PART OF THE SYSTEM; IT IS EVIDENTLY CONSANGUINEOUS WITH THE VALENTINIAN "DEFICIENCY" (ὑΣΤΈΡΗΜΑ--HYSTERĒMA), OR "ABORTION," THE SENSIBLE WORLD, WITHOUT OR EXTERNAL TO THE IDEAL FULLNESS OR PERFECTION (ΠΛΉΡΩΜΑ--PLĒRŌMA), OR WORLD OF THE ÆONS. THE INFERIOR POWER, THEREFORE, WAS THE GOD OF GENERATION, THE SUPERIOR THE GOD OF ENLIGHTENMENT THE ENEMIES OF YAHWEH THE FRIENDS OF GOD. AND WISDOM. THE OLD TESTAMENT IDEA OF GOD WENT NO FURTHER THAN OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMANDS OF THE INFERIOR POWER. THOSE WHO HAD OBEYED ITS BEHESTS WERE REGARDED AS THE WORTHIES OF OLD BY THE FOLLOWERS OF THE EXTERNAL LAW, WHO, SEEING NO FURTHER, HAD IN THEIR TRADITIONS VILIFIED ALL WHO REFUSED TO FOLLOW THIS LAW, THE COMMANDS OF THE INFERIOR POWER OF GENERATION. THUS, ABEL AND JACOB AND LOT AND MOSES WERE PRAISED BY THE FOLLOWERS OF THE LAW OF GENERATION; WHEREAS IN REALITY IT WAS THE OPPONENTS OF THESE WHO OUGHT TO BE PRAISED, AS FOLLOWERS OF THE HIGHER LAW WHO DESPISED THE LAWS OF THE POWERS OF GENERATION, AND WERE THUS PROTECTED BY WISDOM AND TAKEN TO HERSELF, TO THE ÆON ABOVE. THEY THEREFORE CLAIMED THAT CAIN AND ESAU, AND THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITIES OF THE PLAIN, AND CORAN, DATHAN AND ABIRAM, WERE TYPES OF THOSE INDIVIDUALS OR NATIONS WHO HAD FOLLOWED A HIGHER LAW, AND WHO, APPARENTLY, WERE CALUMNIATED BY THE FOLLOWERS OF YAHWEH. WE CAN HERE SEE VERY PLAINLY THE TRACES OF THE SAME ANTITHESES AS THOSE WORKED OUT BY JUSTINUS; THE INFLUENCE OF THE PSYCHIC POWERS OR ANGELS BEING TRACEABLE ALONG THE ABEL LINE OF DESCENT, AND THAT OF THE SPIRITUAL POWERS ALONG THE CAIN LINE. ABEL WAS THE OFFERER OF BLOOD-SACRIFICES, WHILE CAIN OFFERED THE FRUITS OF THE FIELD. THIS ANTITHETICAL DEVICE, IN ONE FORM OR OTHER, WAS COMMON ENOUGH--AS FOR INSTANCE, THE LATER EBIONITE ANTITHESES OF SUPERIOR AND INFERIOR MEN (ISAAC-ISHMAEL, JACOB-ESAU, MOSES-AARON), OR THE MARCIONITE ANTITHESES OF THE GOD OF FREEDOM AND THE GOD OF THE LAW, THE GOD OF THE CHRIST AND THE YAHWEH OF THE OLD TESTAMENT--BUT THE SCHOOL WHOSE TENETS WE ARE DESCRIBING, SEEM, IN THEIR CONTEMPT FOR YAHWEH, TO HAVE PUSHED THEIR THEORIES TO THE MOST EXTRAVAGANT CONCLUSION OF ANY. THIS IS ESPECIALLY BROUGHT OUT IN THEIR IDEAS OF NEW TESTAMENT HISTORY, WHICH, IN SPITE OF THEIR STRANGENESS, MAY NEVERTHELESS CONTAIN A SMALL TRACE OF THE TRUE TRADITION OF THE CAUSE OF JESUS’ DEATH. JUDAS.THIS GNOSTIC CIRCLE HAD A NUMBER OF WRITINGS, CHIEF AMONGST WHICH WERE TWO SMALL SUMMARIES OF INSTRUCTION, ONE CALLED THE GOSPEL OF JUDAS, AND THE OTHER THE ASCENT OF PAUL. TO TAKE THE LATTER FIRST; THE ASCENT OF PAUL PURPORTED TO, CONTAIN THE RECORD OF THE INEFFABLE THINGS WHICH PAUL IS REPORTED TO HAVE SEEN WHEN HE ASCENDED INTO THE THIRD HEAVEN. WHETHER THIS WAS THE SAME AS THE APOCALYPSE OF PAUL REFERRED TO BY AUGUSTINE IS UNCERTAIN; IN ANY CASE IT IS LOST. A MORE ORTHODOX VERSION OF ONE OF THE DOCUMENTS OF THE SAME CYCLE HAS COME DOWN TO US IN THE VISION OF PAUL, A TRANSLATION OF WHICH MAY BE READ IN THE LAST VOLUME OF THE ANTE-NICENE CHRISTIAN LIBRARY (1897). IF WE CAN RELY ON THIS TITLE, FOR WHICH EPIPHANIUS ALONE IS RESPONSIBLE, THE SCHOOL OF THE CAINITES IS CONSEQUENTLY POST-PAULINE. BUT THE STRANGEST AND, FROM ONE POINT OF VIEW, THE MOST INTERESTING DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR THEORY, WAS THE VIEW THEY TOOK OF JUDAS. THE "POOR MEN'S" (EBIONITE) TRADITION HAD CONSISTENTLY HANDED OVER JUDAS TO UNIVERSAL EXECRATION; THERE WAS, HOWEVER, APPARENTLY ANOTHER TRADITION, PRESUMABLY ESSENE IN THE FIRST PLACE, WHICH TOOK A DIFFERENT VIEW OF THE MATTER. OBSCURE TRACES OF THIS SEEM TO BE PRESERVED IN THE UNINTELLIGENT IRENÆUS-EPIPHANIUS ACCOUNT OF THE CAINITE DOCTRINES. THIS CIRCLE OF STUDENTS LOOKED UPON JUDAS AS A MAN FAR ADVANCED IN THE DISCIPLINE OF THE GNOSIS, AND ONE WHO HAD A VERY CLEAR IDEA OF THE TRUE. GOD AS DISTINGUISHED FROM THE GOD OF GENERATION; HE CONSEQUENTLY TAUGHT A COMPLETE DIVORCEMENT FROM THE THINGS OF THE WORLD AND THUS FROM THE INFERIOR POWER, WHICH HAD MADE THE HEAVEN, THE WORLD AND THE FLESH. MAN WAS TO ASCEND TO THE HIGHEST REGION THROUGH THE CRUCIFIXION OF THE CHRIST. THE CHRIST WAS THE SPIRIT WHICH CAME DOWN FROM ABOVE, IN ORDER THAT THE STRONGER POWER OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLD MIGHT BE PERFECTED IN MAN; AND SO, JESUS TRIUMPHED OVER THE WEAKER POWER OF GENERATION AT THE EXPENSE OF HIS BODY, WHICH HE HANDED OVER TO DEATH, ONE OF THE MANIFESTATIONS OF THE GOD OF GENERATION. THIS WAS THE CHRISTOLOGICAL DOCTRINE OF THE SCHOOL, AND IT WAS APPARENTLY, JUDGING FROM THE "HE SAYS" OF EPIPHANIUS, TAKEN FROM THE GOSPEL OF JUDAS. A SCRAP OF HISTORY.BUT BESIDES THIS GENERAL MYSTICAL TEACHING, THERE WAS ALSO A HISTORICAL TRADITION: THAT JESUS, AFTER BECOMING THE CHRIST AND TEACHING THE HIGHER DOCTRINE, FELL AWAY, IN THEIR OPINION, AND ENDEAVOURED TO OVERSET THE LAW AND CORRUPT THE HOLY DOCTRINE, AND THEREFORE JUDAS HAD HIM HANDED OVER TO THE AUTHORITIES. THAT IS TO SAY, THOSE TO WHOM JESUS ORIGINALLY TAUGHT THE HIGHER DOCTRINE CONSIDERED THAT HIS TOO OPEN PREACHING TO THE PEOPLE WAS A DIVULGING OF THE MYSTERIES, AND SO FINALLY BROUGHT ABOUT HIS CONDEMNATION FOR BLASPHEMY BY THE ORTHODOX JEWISH AUTHORITIES. YET ANOTHER MORE MYSTICAL TRADITION, PRESERVED IN ONE OF THEIR BOOKS, DECLARED THAT, ON THE CONTRARY, THE CHRIST HAD NOT MADE A MISTAKE, BUT THAT ALL HAD BEEN DONE ACCORDING TO THE HEAVENLY WISDOM. FOR THE WORLD-RULERS KNEW THAT IF THE CHRIST WERE BETRAYED TO THE CROSS, THAT IS TO SAY, WERE INCARNATED, THE INFERIOR POWER WOULD BE DRAINED OUT OF THEM AND THEY WOULD ASCEND TO THE SPIRITUAL ÆON. NOW JUDAS KNEW THIS, AND, IN HIS GREAT FAITH, USED EVERY MEANS TO BRING ABOUT HIS BETRAYAL, AND IN THIS WAY THE SALVATION OF THE WORLD. THESE GNOSTICS CONSEQUENTLY PRAISED JUDAS AS BEING ONE OF THE MAIN FACTORS IN THE SCHEME OF SALVATION; WITHOUT HIM THE MYSTIC "SALVATION OF THE CROSS" WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN CONSUMMATED, NOR THE CONSEQUENT REVELATION OF THE REALMS ABOVE. THE CAINITE CIRCLE, THEREFORE, FROM THEIR DOCTRINES APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN RIGID ASCETICS. BUT, SAYS EPIPHANIUS, EMBROIDERING ON IRENÆUS, THEY WERE VERY DREADFUL PEOPLE, AND, LIKE CARPOCRATES, TAUGHT THAT A MAN COULD NOT BE SAVED WITHOUT GOING THROUGH EVERY KIND OF EXPERIENCE. WE WILL THEREFORE NOW TAKE A BRIEF GLANCE AT THE VIEWS OF THE CARPOCRATIANS.
THE CARPOCRATIANS
OUR MAIN SOURCE OF INFORMATION IS IRENÆUS; TERTULLIAN, HIPPOLYTUS AND EPIPHANIUS SIMPLY COPY THEIR PREDECESSOR. CARPOCRATES, OR CARPOCRAS, WAS (ACCORDING TO EUSEBIUS) A PLATONIC PHILOSOPHER WHO TAUGHT AT ALEXANDRIA IN THE REIGN OF HADRIAN (A.D. 117-138); HE WAS ALSO THE HEAD OF A GNOSTIC CIRCLE, WHOM THE CHURCH FATHERS CALL CARPOCRATIANS, BUT WHO CALLED THEMSELVES SIMPLY GNOSTICS. WITH REGARD TO THE CHARGE WHICH EPIPHANIUS BRINGS AGAINST THEM TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS AFTERWARDS, IT IS EVIDENTLY FOUNDED ON A COMPLETE MISUNDERSTANDING OF THE JUMBLED ACCOUNT OF IRENÆUS, IF NOT OF MALICE PREPENSE; FOR THE BISHOP OF LYONS DISTINCTLY SAYS, THAT HE BY NO MEANS BELIEVES THAT THEY DID THE THINGS WHICH HE THINKS THEY OUGHT TO HAVE DONE, IF THEY HAD CONSISTENTLY CARRIED OUT THEIR TEACHINGS! AS A MATTER OF FACT, THE WHOLE CONFUSION ARISES THROUGH THE INCAPACITY OF THE LATTER CHURCH FATHER TO UNDERSTAND THE ELEMENTS OF THE DOCTRINE OF REBIRTH. THE MAIN TENETS OF THE SCHOOL WERE AS FOLLOWS. THEIR IDEA OF JESUS.THE SENSIBLE WORLD WAS MADE BY THE FABRICATING POWERS, OR BUILDERS, FAR INFERIOR TO THE INEFFABLE POWER OF THE UNKNOWN INGENERABLE FATHER. JESUS WAS THE SON OF JOSEPH AND MARY, AND WAS BORN LIKE ALL OTHER MEN; HE DIFFERED FROM THE REST IN THAT HIS SOUL, BEING STRONG AND PURE, REMEMBERED WHAT IT SAW IN ITS ORBIT ROUND (OR CONVERSATION WITH) THE INEFFABLE FATHER. THIS IS ALSO THE IDEA (LYING BEHIND THE PYTHAGOREAN, PLATONIC AND HERMETIC TRADITIONS) OF THE ORDERLY COURSE OF THE SOUL IN HARMONIOUS CIRCUIT ROUND THE SPIRITUAL SUN, IN THE PLAIN OF TRUTH, WHEN IT IS IN ITS OWN NATURE. IN CONSEQUENCE OF THIS REMINISCENCE (WHICH IS THE SOURCE OF ALL WISDOM AND VIRTUE) THE FATHER CLOTHED HIM WITH POWERS, WHEREBY HE MIGHT ESCAPE FROM THE DOMINION OF THE RULERS OF THE WORLD, AND PASSING THROUGH ALL THEIR SPHERES, AND BEING FREED FROM EACH, FINALLY ASCEND TO THE FATHER. IN LIKE MANNER ALL SOULS OF A LIKE NATURE WHO PUT FORTH SIMILAR EFFORTS, SHALL ASCEND TO THE FATHER. THOUGH THE SOUL OF JESUS WAS BROUGHT UP IN THE ORDINARY JEWISH VIEWS, HE SOARED ABOVE THEM, AND THUS BY THE POWERS HE RECEIVED FROM ABOVE, HE TRIUMPHED OVER HUMAN PASSIONS. BELIEVING, THEN, THAT ALL SOULS WHICH RISE ABOVE THE CONSTRAINTS OF THE WORLD-BUILDING RULERS, WILL RECEIVE SIMILAR POWERS AND PERFORM LIKE WONDERS, THESE GNOSTICS STILL FURTHER CLAIMED THAT SOME OF THEIR NUMBER HAD ACTUALLY ATTAINED TO THE SAME DEGREE OF PERFECTION AS JESUS, IF NOT TO A HIGHER DEGREE, AND WERE STRONGER THAN PETER AND PAUL, AND THE OTHER APOSTLES WHO HAD ATTAINED SIMILAR POWERS. IN FACT, THEY BOLDLY TAUGHT THAT MEN COULD REACH HIGHER DEGREES OF ILLUMINATION THAN JESUS; IT IS NOT, HOWEVER, CLEAR WHETHER THEY MADE THE USUAL DISTINCTION BETWEEN JESUS AND THE CHRIST. THESE POWERS WERE OF A "MAGICAL" NATURE, AND THE NEXT PARAGRAPH OF IRENÆUS PUTS US STRONGLY IN MIND OF THE TENETS OF THE "SIMONIAN" SCHOOL. SUCH IDEAS SEEM TO HAVE BEEN VERY PREVALENT, SO MUCH SO THAT IRENÆUS COMPLAINS THAT OUTSIDERS WERE INDUCED TO THINK THAT SUCH VIEWS WERE THE COMMON BELIEF OF CHRISTIANITY. THE NEXT PARAGRAPH DEALS WITH THE DOCTRINE THAT THERE IS NO ESSENTIAL EVIL IN THE UNIVERSE, REINCARNATION. BUT THAT THINGS ARE BAD AND GOOD IN MAN'S OPINION ONLY. LET US, THEREFORE, SEE HOW IRENÆUS, FROM HIS SUMMARY OF THEIR DOCTRINE OF REBIRTH, ARRIVES AT THIS GENERALISATION. THE SOUL HAS TO PASS THROUGH EVERY KIND OF EXISTENCE AND ACTIVITY IN ITS CYCLE OF REBIRTH. IRENÆUS IS APPARENTLY DRAWING HIS INFORMATION FROM A MS. WHICH ASSERTED THAT THIS COULD BE DONE IN ONE LIFE; THAT IS TO SAY, APPARENTLY, THAT SOME SOULS THEN EXISTING IN THE WORLD COULD PAY THEIR KĀRMIC DEBT IN ONE LIFE. FOR THE MS. QUOTES THE SAYING, "AGREE WITH THINE ADVERSARY QUICKLY WHILES THOU ART IN THE WAY WITH HIM, LEST AT ANY TIME THINE ADVERSARY DELIVER THEE TO THE JUDGE, AND THE JUDGE DELIVER THEE TO HIS OFFICER, AND THOU BE CAST INTO PRISON. AMEN, I SAY UNTO THEE, THOU SHALT NOT COME FORTH THENCE TILL THOU HAVE PAID THE UTTERMOST FARTHING." NOW, THE ADVERSARY IS THE ACCUSER (DIABOLUS), THAT IS TO SAY THE KARMIC RECORD IN THE MAN'S OWN NATURE; THE JUDGE IS THE CHIEF OF THE WORLD-BUILDING POWERS; THE OFFICER IS THE BUILDER OF THE NEW BODY; THE PRISON IS THE BODY. THUS THE MS. EXPLAINS THE TEXT--PRECISELY THE SAME EXEGESIS AS IS GIVEN TO IT IN THE PISTIS SOPHIA TREATISE, WHICH EXPLAINS ALL IN THE FULLEST MANNER ON THE LINES OF REINCARNATION AND WHAT INDIAN PHILOSOPHERS CALL KARMA. BUT NOT SO WILL IRENÆUS HAVE IT. HE ASSERTS THAT THE DOCTRINE MEANS THAT THE SOUL MUST PASS THROUGH ALL EXPERIENCE GOOD AND BAD, AND UNTIL EVERY EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN LEARNED, NO ONE CAN BE SET FREE. THAT SOME SOULS CAN DO ALL THIS IN ONE LIFE! THAT THE CARPOCRATIANS, THEREFORE, MUST HAVE INDULGED IN THE MOST UNMENTIONABLE CRIMES BECAUSE THEY WISHED TO FILL FULL THE TALE OF ALL EXPERIENCE GOOD AND BAD, AND SO COME TO AN END OF THE NECESSITY OF EXPERIENCE. IRENÆUS, HOWEVER, IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARDS ADDS THAT HE DOES NOT BELIEVE THE CARPOCRATIANS ACTUALLY DO SUCH THINGS, ALTHOUGH HE IS FORCED TO DEDUCE SUCH A LOGICAL CONSEQUENCE FROM THEIR BOOKS. IT IS, HOWEVER, EVIDENT THAT THE WHOLE ABSURD CONCLUSION IS ENTIRELY DUE TO THE STUPIDITY OF THE BISHOP OF LYONS, WHO, OWING TO HIS INABILITY TO UNDERSTAND THE MOST ELEMENTARY FACTS OF THE DOCTRINE OF REINCARNATION, HAS STARTED WITH ENTIRELY ERRONEOUS PREMISES, ALTHOUGH THE MATTER WAS AS CLEAR AS DAYLIGHT TO A BEGINNER IN GNOSTICISM. THE CIRCLE OF THE CARPOCRATIANS IS SAID TO HAVE ESTABLISHED A BRANCH AT ROME, ABOUT 150, UNDER A CERTAIN MARCELLINA. THEY HAD PICTURES AND STATUES OF MANY GREAT TEACHERS WHO WERE HELD IN HONOUR BY THEIR SCHOOL, SUCH AS PYTHAGORAS, PLATO, AND ARISTOTLE, AND ALSO A PORTRAIT OF JESUS. IT IS CURIOUS TO REMARK THAT CELSUS, AS QUOTED BY ORIGEN (C. 62), IN REFERRING TO THESE MARCELLIANS, ALSO MENTIONS THE HARPOCRATIANS WHO DERIVED THEIR TENETS FROM SALŌMĒ. IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THIS IS THE CORRECT FORM OF THE NAME, AND NOT CARPOCRATIANS? HARPOCRATES WAS THE GRÆCISED FORM OF HORUS, THE MYSTERY-GOD OF THE EGYPTIANS; AND SALŌMĒ, WE KNOW, WAS A PROMINENT FIGURE IN THE LOST GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE EGYPTIANS.
"EPIPHANES"
WE NEXT PASS ON TO THE CONTRADICTORY AND MANIFESTLY ABSURD LEGENDS, WHICH PATRISTIC WRITERS HAVE WOVEN ROUND THE SECOND BEST-KNOWN NAME OF THE CARPOCRATIAN CIRCLE. WE HAVE ALREADY REFERRED TO THE EXTRAORDINARY BLUNDER OF EPIPHANIUS, WHO HAS ASCRIBED A WHOLE SYSTEM OF THE GNOSIS, WHICH HE FOUND IN IRENÆUS ASSIGNED SIMPLY TO A "DISTINGUISHED TEACHER" (PROBABLY THE VALENTINIAN MARCUS), TO THIS EPIPHANES; THE GREEK FOR "DISTINGUISHED" BEING ALSO "EIPHANES."
THIS IS EXCUSABLE IN A CERTAIN MEASURE, SEEING THAT EPIPHANIUS WROTE AT THE END OF THE FOURTH CENTURY (AT LEAST 250 YEARS AFTER THE TIME OF THE ACTUAL EPIPHANES) WHEN ANY MEANS OF DISCREDITING A HERETIC WERE CONSIDERED JUSTIFIABLE; BUT WHAT SHALL WE SAY OF CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, WHO IS GENERALLY FAIR, AND WHO LIVED IN THE SAME CENTURY AS EPIPHANES? HIS BLUNDER IS EVEN MORE EXTRAORDINARY. THIS IS HIS LEGEND. EPIPHANES WAS THE SON OF CARPOCRATES AND ALEXANDRIA, A LADY OF CEPHALLENIA. HE DIED AT THE EARLY AGE OF SEVENTEEN, AND WAS WORSHIPPED AS A GOD WITH THE MOST ELABORATE AND LASCIVIOUS RITES BY THE CEPHALLENIANS, IN THE GREAT TEMPLE OF SAMĒ, ON THE DAY OF THE NEW MOON. SUCH AN EXTRAORDINARY LEGEND COULD NOT LONG ESCAPE THE PENETRATING CRITICISM OF MODERN SCHOLARSHIP, AND AS EARLY AS MOSHEIM THE KEY WAS FOUND TO THE MYSTERY. VOLKMAR HAS WORKED THIS OUT IN DETAIL, SHOWING THAT THE FESTIVAL AT SAMĒ WAS IN HONOUR OF THE MOON-GOD, AND ACCOMPANIED WITH LICENTIOUS RITES. IT WAS CALLED THE EPIPHANY (Τὰ ἘΠΙΦΆΝΙΑ) IN HONOUR OF EPIPHANES (ὁ ἘΠΙΦΑΝΉΣ), THE "NEWLY-APPEARING ONE," THE NEW MOON. THIS MOON LASTED SOME SEVENTEEN DAYS. THUS, CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, DECEIVED BY THE SIMILARITY OF THE NAMES AND ALSO BY THE STORY OF LICENTIOUS RITES, BEQUEATHED TO POSTERITY A SCANDALOUS LIBEL. IT IS ALMOST TO BE DOUBTED WHETHER ANY EPIPHANES EXISTED. CLEMENT FURTHER ASSERTS THAT AMONG THE CARPOCRATIANS ONE OF THEIR MOST CIRCULATED BOOKS WAS A TREATISE ON JUSTICE, OF WHICH HE HAD SEEN A COPY. HE ASCRIBES THIS TO EPIPHANES, BUT IT IS SCARCELY POSSIBLE TO BELIEVE THAT A BOY OF SEVENTEEN OR LESS COULD HAVE COMPOSED AN ABSTRACT DISSERTATION ON JUSTICE. COMMUNISM.WE THUS COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THE CARPOCRATIANS, OR HARPOCRATIANS, WERE A GNOSTIC CIRCLE IN ALEXANDRIA AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SECOND CENTURY, AND THAT SOME OF THEIR IDEAS WERE SET FORTH IN A BOOK CONCERNING JUSTICE, A COPY OF WHICH HAD COME INTO THE HANDS OF CLEMENT. THIS GNOSTIC COMMUNITY WAS MUCH EXERCISED WITH THE IDEA OF COMMUNISM AS PRACTISED BY THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CIRCLES; BEING ALSO STUDENTS OF PLATO, THEY WISHED TO REDUCE THE IDEA TO THE FORM OF A PHILOSOPHICAL PRINCIPLE AND CARRY IT OUT TO ITS LOGICAL CONCLUSION. THE FALSE IDEAS OF MEUM AND TUUM WERE NO LONGER TO EXIST; PRIVATE PROPERTY WAS THE ORIGIN OF ALL HUMAN MISERIES AND THE DEPARTURE FROM THE HAPPY DAYS OF EARLY FREEDOM. THERE WAS, THEREFORE, TO BE COMMUNITY OF EVERYTHING, WIVES AND HUSBANDS INCLUDED--THUS CARRYING OUT IN SOME FASHION THAT MOST CURIOUS IDEA, OF PLATO'S AS SET FORTH IN THE REPUBLIC. WE HAVE, HOWEVER, NO RELIABLE EVIDENCE THAT OUR GNOSTICS CARRIED THESE IDEAS INTO PRACTICE; IT IS ALSO HIGHLY IMPROBABLE THAT MEN OF EDUCATION AND REFINEMENT, AS THE GNOSTICS USUALLY WERE, WHO CAME TO SUCH VIEWS THROUGH THE PYTHAGOREAN AND PLATONIC DISCIPLINE, AND THROUGH THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS--THE SINE QUÂ NON CONDITION OF SUCH IDEAL COMMUNITIES BEING THAT THEY SHOULD CONSIST OF "GNOSTICS" AND BE RULED BY "PHILOSOPHERS"--SHOULD HAVE TURNED THEIR MEETINGS INTO ORGIES OF LASCIVIOUSNESS. SUCH, HOWEVER, IS THE ACCUSATION BROUGHT AGAINST THEM BY CLEMENT. THIS HAS ALREADY BEEN IN PART REFUTED BY WHAT HAS BEEN SAID ABOVE; BUT IT IS NOT IMPROBABLE THAT THERE WERE COMMUNITIES AT ALEXANDRIA AND ELSEWHERE, CALLING THEMSELVES CHRISTIAN, WHO DID CONFUSE THE AGAPÆ OR LOVE-FEASTS OF THE EARLY TIMES WITH THE ORGIES AND FEASTS OF THE IGNORANT POPULACE. THE PAGANS BROUGHT SUCH ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS INDISCRIMINATELY, AND THE CHRISTIAN SECTS AGAINST ONE ANOTHER; AND IT IS QUITE CREDIBLE THAT SUCH ABUSES DID CREEP IN AMONG THE IGNORANT AND VICIOUS. THE MONADIC GNOSIS. THE CARPOCRATIAN SCHOOL HAS BEEN SOMETIMES CLAIMED, THOUGH I THINK IMPROPERLY, AS THE ORIGINATOR OF THE SO-CALLED MONADIC GNOSIS. THIS IDEA HAS BEEN WORKED OUT IN MUCH DETAIL BY NEANDER. THE FOLLOWING SUMMARY BY SALMON WILL, HOWEVER, BE SUFFICIENT FOR THE GENERAL READER TO FORM AN IDEA OF THE THEORY. "FROM ONE ETERNAL MONAD ALL EXISTENCE HAS FLOWED, AND TO THIS IT STRIVES TO RETURN. BUT THE FINITE SPIRITS WHO RULE OVER SEVERAL PORTIONS OF THE WORLD COUNTERACT THIS UNIVERSAL STRIVING AFTER UNITY. FROM THEM THE DIFFERENT POPULAR RELIGIONS, AND IN PARTICULAR THE JEWISH, HAVE PROCEEDED. PERFECTION IS ATTAINED BY THOSE SOULS WHO, LED ON BY REMINISCENCES OF THEIR FORMER CONDITIONS, SOAR ABOVE ALL LIMITATION AND DIVERSITY TO THE CONTEMPLATION OF THE HIGHER UNITY. THEY DESPISE THE RESTRICTION IMPOSED BY THE MUNDANE SPIRITS; THEY REGARD EXTERNALS AS OF NO IMPORTANCE, AND FAITH AND LOVE AS THE ONLY ESSENTIALS; MEANING BY FAITH, MYSTICAL BROODING OF THE MIND ABSORBED IN THE ORIGINAL UNITY. IN THIS WAY THEY ESCAPE THE DOMINION OF THE FINITE MUNDANE SPIRITS; THEIR SOULS ARE FREED FROM IMPRISONMENT IN MATTER, AND THEY OBTAIN A STATE OF PERFECT REPOSE (CORRESPONDING TO THE BUDDHIST NIRVĀNA) WHEN THEY HAVE COMPLETELY ASCENDED ABOVE THE WORLD OF APPEARANCE."
CERINTHUS
CONTINUING TO PICK OUR WAY BACK ALONG THIS TRACE TOWARDS THE TIMES OF THE ORIGINS, WE NEXT COME UPON THE CIRCLE OF THE CERINTHIANS (OR THE MERINTHIANS, ACCORDING TO THE VARIANT OF EPIPHANIUS). THEY ARE SAID TO DERIVE THEIR NAME FROM A CERTAIN CERINTHUS, WHO IS PLACED IN "APOSTOLIC TIMES," THAT IS TO SAY THE LATTER HALF OF THE FIRST CENTURY. EPIPHANIUS HAS BUSIED HIMSELF EXCEEDINGLY OVER CERINTHUS, AND CLEVERLY MADE HIM A SCAPEGOAT FOR THE THE SCAPEGOAT FOR "PILLAR-APOSTLES." "PILLAR-APOSTLES’" ANTAGONISM TO PAUL. MOST WRITERS THE HAVE FOLLOWED HIS LEAD, AND EXPLAINED AWAY A NUMBER OF COMPROMISING STATEMENTS IN THE ACTS AND PAULINE LETTERS BY THIS DEVICE. IMPARTIAL CRITICISM, HOWEVER, HAS TO REJECT THE LUCUBRATIONS OF THE LATE EPIPHANIUS, AND GO BACK TO THE SHORT ACCOUNT OF IRENÆUS, FROM WHOM ALL LATER WRITERS HAVE COPIED. IRENÆUS, WHO WAS HIMSELF A FULL CENTURY AFTER CERINTHUS, HAS ONLY A BRIEF PARAGRAPH ON THE SUBJECT. CERINTHUS IS THE STRONGEST TRACE BETWEEN EBIONISM, OR THE ORIGINAL EXTERNAL NON-PAULINE TRADITION, AND THE BEGINNING OF THE SECOND CENTURY. HE IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE COME INTO PERSONAL CONTACT WITH JOHN, THE REPUTED WRITER OF THE FOURTH GOSPEL; BUT THE SAME STORY IS TOLD OF THE MYTHIC EBION, AND IT MUST THEREFORE BE DISMISSED AS DESTITUTE OF ALL HISTORICAL VALUE. CERINTHUS IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN TRAINED IN THE "EGYPTIAN DISCIPLINE," AND TO HAVE TAUGHT IN ASIA MINOR. THE EGYPTIAN DISCIPLINE IS SUPPOSED TO MEAN THE OVER-WRITER OF THE APOCALYPSE.THE PHILONIC SCHOOL, BUT THIS IS A MERE ASSUMPTION. IN ANY CASE THE IMPORTANCE OF CERINTHUS, WHOM SOME GNOSTICS CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN THE WRITER OF THE APOCALYPSE ORTHODOXLY ASCRIBED TO JOHN, IS THAT HIS NAME HAS PRESERVED ONE OF THE EARLIEST FORMS OF CHRISTIAN TRADITION. ITS COSMOGONY DECLARED THE STUPENDOUS EXCELLENCE OF THE GOD OVER ALL, BEYOND THE SUBORDINATE POWER, THE WORLD-FASHIONER. ITS CHRISTOLOGY DECLARED THAT JESUS WAS SON OF JOSEPH AND MARY; THAT AT HIS "BAPTISM" THE CHRIST, THE "FATHER IN THE FORM OF A DOVE," DESCENDED UPON HIM, AND ONLY THEN DID HE BEGIN TO PROPHESY AND DO MIGHTY WORKS, AND PREACH THE HITHERTO UNKNOWN FATHER (UNKNOWN TO THE JEWS), THE GOD OVER ALL. THAT THE CHRIST THEN LEFT HIM; AND THEN JESUS SUFFERED, AND ROSE AGAIN (THAT IS, APPEARED TO HIS FOLLOWERS AFTER DEATH). SUCH IS THE ACCOUNT OF IRENÆUS, WHICH SEEMS TO BE STRAIGHTFORWARD AND RELIABLE ENOUGH AS FAR AS IT GOES. THE SCRIPTURE OF THE CERINTHIANS WAS NOT THE RECENSION OF THE SAYINGS ASCRIBED TO "MATTHEW," BUT A STILL EARLIER COLLECTION IN HEBREW. ALL OTHER COLLECTIONS AND RECENSIONS WERE REJECTED AS UTTERLY APOCRYPHAL. THE GREEK WRITER OF THE FOURTH CANONICAL GOSPEL IS SAID TO HAVE COMPOSED HIS ACCOUNT IN OPPOSITION TO THE SCHOOL OF CERINTHUS, BUT THIS HYPOTHESIS IS NOT BORNE OUT BY ANY EVIDENCE.
NICOLAUS
"WHICH THINGS I HATE."WE HAVE NOW GOT BACK TO SUCH EARLY TIMES THAT EVEN THE FAINTEST GLIMMER OF HISTORICAL LIGHT FAILS US; WE WHICH ARE DEEP DOWN IN THE SOMBRE REGION OF LEGEND AND THINGS I HATE. SPECULATION. WE WILL, THEREFORE, PLUNGE NO FARTHER INTO THE DARK DEPTHS OF THE CAVE OF THE ORIGINS, BUT ONCE MORE RETRACE OUR STEPS TO THE MOUTH OF THE CAVERN, WHERE AT LEAST SOME FITFUL GLEAMS OF DAYLIGHT STRUGGLE THROUGH. BUT BEFORE DOING SO, WE MUST CALL THE READER'S ATTENTION TO A JUST DISCERNIBLE SHADOW OF EARLY GNOSTICISM, THE CIRCLE OF THE NICOLAÏTANS. THESE GNOSTICS ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO THE ORTHODOX, BECAUSE THE OVER-WRITER OF THE APOCALYPSE HAS TWICE GONE OUT OF HIS WAY TO TELL US THAT HE HATES THEIR DOINGS. ENCOURAGED BY THIS PHRASE, IRENÆUS INCLUDES THE NICOLAÏTANS IN THE WRITER'S CONDEMNATION OF SOME OF THE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH OF PERGAMUS, WHO APPARENTLY "ATE THINGS SACRIFICED TO IDOLS AND COMMITTED FORNICATION." SUBSEQUENT HÆRESIOLOGISTS, IN THEIR TURN ENCOURAGED BY IRENÆUS, ADDED FURTHER EMBELLISHMENTS, UNTIL FINALLY EPIPHANIUS MAKES NICOLAUS THE FATHER OF EVERY ENORMITY HE HAD COLLECTED OR INVENTED AGAINST THE GNOSTICS. AND THEN, WITH ALL THIS "EVIDENCE" OF HIS INIQUITY BEFORE HIM, EPIPHANIUS PROCEEDS RHETORICALLY TO ADDRESS THE SHADE OF THE UNFORTUNATE GNOSTIC: "WHAT, THEN, AM I TO SAY TO THEE, O NICOLAUS?" FOR OURSELVES WE ARE SURPRISED THAT SO INVENTIVE A GENIUS AS THE BISHOP OF SALAMIS SHOULD HAVE DRAWN BREATH EVEN TO PUT SO RHETORICAL A QUESTION. TRADITION CLAIMS NICOLAUS AS AN ASCETIC, AND RELATES AN EXAGGERATED INSTANCE OF HIS FREEDOM FROM PASSION. EVEN GRANTED THAT HE TAUGHT THAT THE EATING OF SACRIFICIAL VIANDS WAS NOT A DEADLY SIN, THERE SEEMS NO REASON WHY WE TO-DAY SHOULD FOLLOW THESE CHURCH FATHERS IN THEIR CONDEMNATION OF EVERYTHING BUT THEIR OWN PARTICULAR VIEW OF THE CHRIST'S DOCTRINE.
CERDO
THE MASTER OF MARCION.LET US NOW RETURN TO THE HISTORICAL TWILIGHT OF THE SECOND CENTURY, AND TURN OUR ATTENTION TO THE GREAT BASILIDIAN AND VALENTINIAN DEVELOPMENTS. BUT BEFORE DOING SO, IT WILL BE CONVENIENT TO GIVE A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE GREAT AND CONTEMPORANEOUS MARCIONITE MOVEMENT, WHICH AT ONE TIME THREATENED TO ABSORB THE WHOLE OF CHRISTENDOM. THE METHOD OF THIS SCHOOL WAS THE DIRECT PROTOTYPE OF THE METHOD OF MODERN CRITICISM. ITS CONCLUSIONS, HOWEVER, WERE FAR MORE SWEEPING; FOR IT NOT ONLY REJECTED THE OLD TESTAMENT ENTIRELY, BUT ALSO THE WHOLE OF THE DOCUMENTS OF THE "IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED" SCHOOL OF GOSPEL-COMPILATION. THE PREDECESSOR OF MARCION IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN A CERTAIN CERDO, OF SYRIAN EXTRACTION, WHO FLOURISHED AT ROME ABOUT 135 A.D. BUT THE FAME OF MARCION SO ECLIPSED THE NAME OF HIS PRECEPTOR, THAT PATRISTIC WRITERS FREQUENTLY CONFUSE NOT ONLY THEIR TEACHINGS BUT EVEN THE MEN THEMSELVES. IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT, THOUGH CERDO'S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE CHURCH OF ROME WAS UNSETTLED, NO DISTINCT SENTENCE OF EXCOMMUNICATION IS RECORDED AGAINST HIM; IT WOULD, THEREFORE, APPEAR THAT THE IDEA OF A RIGID CANON OF ORTHODOXY WAS NOT YET DEVELOPED EVEN IN THE EXCLUSIVE MIND OF THE ROMAN PRESBYTERY. IT WAS NO DOUBT THE SUCCESS OF MARCION THAT PRECIPITATED THE FORMULATION OF THE IDEA OF THE CANON IN THE MIND OF THE ROMAN CHURCH, THE PIONEER OF SUBSEQUENT ORTHODOXY. 
MARCION
MARCION WAS A RICH SHIPOWNER OF SINOPĒ, THE CHIEF PORT OF PONTUS, ON THE SOUTHERN SHORE OF THE BLACK SEA; HE WAS ALSO A BISHOP AND THE SON OF A BISHOP. HIS CHIEF ACTIVITY AT ROME MAY BE PLACED SOMEWHERE BETWEEN THE YEARS 150 AND 160. AT FIRST, HE WAS IN COMMUNION WITH THE CHURCH AT ROME, AND CONTRIBUTED HANDSOMELY TO ITS FUNDS; AS, HOWEVER, THE PRESBYTERS COULD NOT EXPLAIN HIS DIFFICULTIES AND REFUSED TO FACE THE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS HE SET BEFORE THEM, HE IS SAID TO HAVE THREATENED TO MAKE A SCHISM IN THE CHURCH; AND APPARENTLY WAS FINALLY EXCOMMUNICATED. BUT AS A MATTER OF FACT, THE ORIGIN OF MARCIONISM IS ENTIRELY WRAPPED IN OBSCURITY, AND WE KNOW NOTHING OF A RELIABLE NATURE OF THE LIVES OF EITHER CERDO OR MARCION. THE CHURCH WRITERS AT THE END OF THE SECOND CENTURY, WHO ARE OUR BEST AUTHORITIES, CANNOT TELL THE SPREAD OF MARCIONISM. THE STORY OF THE BEGINNING OF THE MOVEMENT WITH ANY CERTAINTY. FOR ALL WE KNOW, MARCION MAY HAVE DEVELOPED HIS THEORIES LONG BEFORE HE CAME TO ROME, AND MAY HAVE BASED THEM ON INFORMATION HE GLEANED AND OPINIONS HE HEARD ON HIS LONG VOYAGES. THIS MUCH WE KNOW, THAT THE VIEWS OF MARCION SPREAD RAPIDLY OVER THE "WHOLE WORLD," TO USE THE USUAL PATRISTIC PHRASE FOR THE GRÆCO-ROMAN DOMINIONS; AND AS LATE AS THE FIFTH CENTURY WE HEAR OF THEODORET CONVERTING MORE THAN A THOUSAND MARCIONITES. IN ITALY, EGYPT, PALESTINE, ARABIA, SYRIA, ASIA MINOR AND PERSIA, MARCIONITE CHURCHES SPRANG UP, SPLENDIDLY ORGANISED, WITH THEIR OWN BISHOPS AND THE REST OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL DISCIPLINE, WITH A CULT AND SERVICE OF THE SAME NATURE AS THOSE OF WHAT SUBSEQUENTLY BECAME THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. ORTHODOXY HAD NOT DECLARED FOR ANY PARTY AS YET, AND THE MARCIONITE VIEW HAD THEN AS GOOD A CHANCE AS ANY OTHER OF BECOMING THE UNIVERSAL ONE. WHAT THEN WAS THE SECRET OF MARCION'S SUCCESS? AS ALREADY POINTED OUT, IT WAS THE SAME AS THAT OF THE SUCCESS OF MODERN CRITICISM AS APPLIED TO THE PROBLEM OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. THE "HIGHER CRITICISM."MARCION'S VIEW WAS IN SOME RESPECTS EVEN MORE MODERATE THAN THE JUDGMENT OF SOME OF OUR MODERN THINKERS; HE WAS WILLING TO ADMIT THAT THE YAHWEH OF THE OLD TESTAMENT WAS JUST. WITH GREAT ACUMEN HE ARRANGED THE SAYINGS AND DOINGS ASCRIBED TO YAHWEH BY THE WRITERS, AND COMPILERS, AND EDITORS OF THE HETEROGENEOUS BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT COLLECTION, IN PARALLEL COLUMNS, SO TO SAY, WITH THE SAYINGS AND TEACHINGS OF THE CHRIST--IN A SERIES OF ANTITHESES WHICH BROUGHT OUT IN STARTLING FASHION THE FACT, THAT THOUGH THE BEST OF THE FORMER MIGHT BE ASCRIBED TO THE IDEA OF A [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] JUST GOD, THEY WERE FOREIGN TO THE IDEAL OF THE GOOD GOD PREACHED BY THE CHRIST. WE KNOW HOW IN THESE LATTER DAYS THE BEST MINDS IN THE CHURCH HAVE REJECTED THE HORRIBLE SAYINGS AND DOINGS ASCRIBED TO GOD IN SOME OF THE OLD TESTAMENT DOCUMENTS, AND WE THUS SEE HOW MARCION FORMULATED A PROTEST WHICH MUST HAVE ALREADY DECLARED ITSELF IN THE HEARTS OF THOUSANDS OF THE MORE ENLIGHTENED OF THE CHRISTIAN NAME. AS FOR THE NEW TESTAMENT, IN MARCION'S TIME, THE IDEA OF A CANON WAS NOT YET OR WAS ONLY JUST BEING THOUGHT OF. MARCION, TOO, HAD AN IDEA OF A CANON, BUT IT WAS THE ANTIPODES OF THE VIEWS WHICH AFTERWARDS BECAME THE BASIS OF THE ORTHODOX CANON. THE CHRIST HAD PREACHED A UNIVERSAL DOCTRINE, A NEW REVELATION OF THE GOOD GOD, THE FATHER OVER ALL. THEY WHO TRIED TO GRAFT THIS ON TO JUDAISM, THE IMPERFECT CREED OF ONE SMALL NATION, WERE IN GRIEVOUS ERROR, AND HAD TOTALLY MISUNDERSTOOD THE TEACHING OF THE CHRIST. THE CHRIST WAS NOT THE MESSIAH PROMISED TO THE JEWS. THAT MESSIAH WAS TO BE AN EARTHLY KING, WAS INTENDED FOR THE JEWS ALONE, AND HAD NOT YET COME. THEREFORE, THE PSEUDO-HISTORICAL "IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED" SCHOOL HAD ADULTERATED AND GARBLED THE ORIGINAL SAYINGS OF THE LORD, THE UNIVERSAL GLAD TIDINGS, BY THE UNINTELLIGENT AND ERRONEOUS GLOSSES THEY HAD WOVEN INTO THEIR COLLECTIONS OF THE TEACHINGS. IT WAS THE MOST TERRIFIC INDICTMENT OF THE CYCLE OF NEW TESTAMENT "HISTORY" THAT HAS EVER BEEN FORMULATED. MEN WERE TIRED OF ALL THE CONTRADICTIONS AND OBSCURITIES OF THE INNUMERABLE AND MUTUALLY DESTRUCTIVE VARIANTS OF THE TRADITIONS CONCERNING THE PERSON OF JESUS. NO MAN COULD SAY WHAT WAS THE TRUTH, NOW THAT "HISTORY" HAD BEEN SO ALTERED TO SUIT THE NEW MESSIAH-THEORY OF THE JEWISH CONVERTS. THE GOSPEL OF PAUL. AS TO ACTUAL HISTORY, THEN, MARCION STARTED WITH PAUL; HE WAS THE FIRST WHO HAD REALLY UNDERSTOOD THE MISSION OF THE CHRIST, AND HAD RESCUED THE TEACHING FROM THE OBSCURANTISM OF JEWISH SECTARIANISM. OF THE MANIFOLD VERSIONS OF THE GOSPEL, HE WOULD HAVE THE PAULINE ALONE. HE REJECTED EVERY OTHER RECENSION, INCLUDING THOSE NOW ASCRIBED TO MATTHEW, MARK, AND JOHN. THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE, THE "FOLLOWER OF PAUL," HE ALSO REJECTED, REGARDING IT AS A RECENSION TO SUIT THE VIEWS OF THE JUDAISING PARTY. HIS GOSPEL WAS PRESUMABLY THE COLLECTION OF SAYINGS IN USE AMONG THE PAULINE CHURCHES OF HIS DAY. OF COURSE, THE PATRISTIC WRITERS SAY THAT MARCION MUTILATED LUKE'S VERSION; BUT IT IS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO BELIEVE THAT, IF HE DID THIS, SO KEEN A CRITIC AS MARCION SHOULD HAVE RETAINED CERTAIN VERSES WHICH MADE AGAINST HIS STRONG ANTI-JUDAISTIC VIEWS. THE MARCIONITES, ON THE CONTRARY, CONTENDED THAT THEIR GOSPEL WAS WRITTEN BY PAUL FROM THE DIRECT TRADITION, AND THAT LUKE HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH IT. BUT THIS IS ALSO A DIFFICULTY, FOR IT IS HIGHLY IMPROBABLE THAT PAUL WROTE ANY GOSPEL. SO MANY ORTHODOX APOLOGISTS WROTE AGAINST MARCION AFTER HIS DEATH, THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO RECONSTRUCT ALMOST THE WHOLE OF HIS GOSPEL. IT BEGINS WITH THE PUBLIC PREACHING OF THE CHRIST AT CAPERNAUM; IT IS SHORTER THAN THE PRESENT LUKE DOCUMENT, AND SOME WRITERS OF GREAT ABILITY HAVE HELD THAT IT WAS THE ORIGINAL OF LUKE'S VERSION, BUT THIS IS NOT VERY CREDIBLE. AS FOR THE REST OF THE DOCUMENTS INCLUDED IN THE PRESENT COLLECTION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, MARCION WOULD HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH ANY OF THEM, EXCEPT TEN OF THE LETTERS OF PAUL, PARTS OF WHICH HE ALSO REJECTED AS INTERPOLATIONS BY THE RECONCILIATORS OF THE PETRO-PAULINE CONTROVERSY. THESE TEN LETTERS WERE CALLED THE APOSTLE. THE LONGEST CRITICISM OF MARCION'S VIEWS IS TO BE FOUND IN TERTULLIAN'S INVECTIVE AGAINST MARCION, WRITTEN IN 207 AND THE FOLLOWING YEARS. THIS HAS ALWAYS BEEN REGARDED BY THE ORTHODOX AS A MOST BRILLIANT PIECE OF WORK; BUT BY THE LIGHT OF THE CONCLUSIONS ARRIVED AT BY THE INDUSTRY OF MODERN CRITICISM, AND ALSO TO ORDINARY COMMON SENSE, IT APPEARS BUT A SORRY PIECE OF ANGRY RHETORIC. TERTULLIAN TRIES TO SHOW THAT MARCION TAUGHT TWO GODS, THE JUST AND THE GOOD. MARCION, HOWEVER, TAUGHT THAT THE IDEA OF THE JEWS ABOUT GOD, AS SET FORTH IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, WAS INFERIOR AND ANTAGONISTIC TO THE IDEAL OF THE GOOD GOD REVEALED BY THE CHRIST. THIS HE SET FORTH IN THE USUAL GNOSTIC FASHION. BUT WE CAN HARDLY EXPECT A DISPASSIONATE TREATMENT OF A GRAVE PROBLEM, WHICH HAS ONLY IN THE LAST FEW YEARS REACHED A SATISFACTORY SOLUTION IN CHRISTENDOM, FROM THE VIOLENT TERTULLIAN, WHOSE TEMPER MAY BE GLEANED FROM HIS ANGRY ADDRESS TO THE MARCIONITES: "NOW THEN, YE DOGS, WHOM THE APOSTLE PUTS OUTSIDE, AND WHO YELP AT THE GOD OF TRUTH, LET US COME TO YOUR VARIOUS QUESTIONS! THESE ARE THE BONES OF CONTENTION, WHICH YE ARE PERPETUALLY GNAWING!" EZNIK.ENOUGH HAS NOW BEEN SAID TO GIVE THE READER A GENERAL IDEA OF THE MARCIONITE POSITION--A VERY STRONG ONE IT MUST BE ADMITTED, BOTH BECAUSE OF ITS SIMPLICITY AND ALSO BECAUSE IT FORMULATED THE PROTEST OF LONG SLUMBERING DISCONTENT AMONG THE OUTER COMMUNITIES. IT IS, HOWEVER, DIFFICULT TO DEDUCE ANYTHING LIKE A CLEAR SYSTEM OF COSMOGONY OR CHRISTOLOGY FROM THE ONSLAUGHTS OF THE BEST KNOWN HÆRESIOLOGISTS ON MARCIONITE DOCTRINES. IT HAS EVEN BEEN DOUBTED WHETHER MARCION SHOULD BE CLASSED AS A GNOSTIC, BUT THIS POINT IS SET AT REST BY THE WORK OF EZNIK (EZNIG OR ESNIG), AN ARMENIAN BISHOP, WHO FLOURISHED ABOUT 450 A.D. IN HIS TREATISE THE DESTRUCTION OF FALSE DOCTRINES, HE DEVOTES THE FOURTH AND LAST BOOK TO THE MARCIONITES, WHO SEEM TO HAVE BEEN EVEN AT THAT LATE DATE A MOST FLOURISHING BODY. ALTHOUGH IT IS DOUBTED WHETHER THE IDEAS THERE DESCRIBED ARE PRECISELY THE SAME AS THE ORIGINAL SYSTEM OF MARCION, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE MARCIONITE TRADITION WAS OF A DISTINCTLY GNOSTIC TENDENCY, AND THAT MARCION OWED MORE TO HIS PREDECESSORS IN GNOSTICISM THAN WAS USUALLY SUPPOSED PRIOR TO THE FIRST TRANSLATION OF EZNIK'S TREATISE (INTO FRENCH) IN 1833. IT WILL BE SUFFICIENT HERE TO SHORTEN SALMON'S SUMMARY OF THIS CURIOUS MARCIONITE MYTH, CALLING THE READER'S ATTENTION TO THE SIMILARITY OF PARTS OF ITS STRUCTURE TO THE SYSTEM OF JUSTINUS. THERE WERE THREE HEAVENS; IN THE HIGHEST WAS THE GOOD GOD; IN THE INTERMEDIATE THE GOD OF THE LAW; IN THE LOWEST, HIS ANGELS. BENEATH LAY HYLĒ OR ROOT-MATTER. THE WORLD WAS THE JOINT PRODUCT OF THE GOD OF THE LAW AND HYLĒ. THE CREATIVE A MARCIONITE SYSTEM. POWER PERCEIVING THAT THE WORLD WAS VERY GOOD, DESIRED TO MAKE MAN TO INHABIT IT. SO HYLĒ GAVE HIM HIS BODY AND THE CREATIVE POWER THE BREATH OF LIFE, HIS SPIRIT. AND ADAM AND EVE LIVED IN INNOCENCE IN PARADISE, AND DID NOT BEGET CHILDREN. AND THE GOD OF THE LAW DESIRED TO TAKE ADAM FROM HYLĒ AND MAKE HIM SERVE HIM ALONE. SO, TAKING HIM ASIDE, HE SAID: "ADAM, I AM GOD AND BESIDE ME THERE IS NO OTHER; IF THOU WORSHIPPEST ANY OTHER GOD THOU SHALT DIE THE DEATH." AND ADAM ON HEARING OF DEATH WAS AFRAID, AND WITHDREW HIMSELF FROM HYLĒ. NOW HYLĒ HAD BEEN WONT TO SERVE ADAM; BUT WHEN SHE FOUND THAT HE WITHDREW FROM HER, IN REVENGE SHE FILLED THE WORLD WITH IDOLATRY, SO THAT MEN CEASED TO ADORE THE LORD OF CREATION. THEN WAS THE CREATOR WRATH, AND AS MEN, DIED HE CAST THEM INTO HELL (HADES--THE UNSEEN WORLD), FROM ADAM ONWARDS. BUT AT LENGTH THE GOOD GOD LOOKED DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND SAW THE MISERIES WHICH MAN SUFFERED THROUGH HYLĒ AND THE CREATOR. AND HE TOOK COMPASSION ON THEM, AND SENT THEM DOWN HIS SON TO DELIVER THEM, SAYING: "GO DOWN, TAKE ON THEE THE FORM OF A SERVANT [? A BODY], AND MAKE THYSELF LIKE THE SONS OF THE LAW. HEAL THEIR WOUNDS, GIVE SIGHT TO THEIR BLIND, BRING THEIR DEAD TO LIFE, PERFORM WITHOUT REWARD THE GREATEST MIRACLES OF HEALING; THEN WILL THE GOD OF THE LAW BE JEALOUS AND INSTIGATE HIS SERVANTS TO CRUCIFY THEE. THEN GO DOWN TO HELL, WHICH WILL OPEN HER MOUTH TO RECEIVE THEE, SUPPOSING [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] THEE TO BE ONE, OF THE DEAD, THEN LIBERATE THE CAPTIVES THOU SHALT FIND THERE, AND BRING THEM UP TO ME." AND THUS, THE SOULS WERE FREED FROM HELL AND CARRIED UP TO THE FATHER. WHEREUPON THE GOD OF THE LAW WAS ENRAGED, AND RENT HIS CLOTHES AND TORE THE CURTAIN OF HIS PALACE, AND DARKENED THE SUN AND VEILED THE WORLD IN DARKNESS. THEN THE CHRIST DESCENDED A SECOND TIME, BUT NOW IN THE GLORY OF HIS DIVINITY, TO PLEAD WITH THE GOD OF THE LAW. AND THE GOD OF THE LAW WAS COMPELLED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HE HAD DONE WRONG IN THINKING THAT THERE WAS NO HIGHER POWER THAN HIMSELF. AND THE CHRIST SAID UNTO HIM: "I HAVE A CONTROVERSY WITH THEE, BUT I WILL TAKE NO OTHER JUDGE BETWEEN US BUT THY OWN LAW. IS IT NOT WRITTEN IN THY LAW THAT WHOSO KILLETH ANOTHER SHALL HIMSELF BE KILLED; THAT WHOSO SHEDDETH INNOCENT BLOOD SHALL HAVE HIS OWN BLOOD SHED? LET ME, THEN, KILL THEE AND SHED THY BLOOD, FOR I AM INNOCENT AND THOU HAST SHED MY BLOOD." AND THEN HE WENT ON TO RECOUNT THE BENEFITS HE HAD BESTOWED ON THE CHILDREN OF THE CREATOR, AND HOW HE HAD IN RETURN BEEN CRUCIFIED; AND THE GOD OF THE LAW COULD FIND NO DEFENCE, AND CONFESSED AND SAID: "I WAS IGNORANT; I THOUGHT THEE BUT A MAN, AND DID NOT KNOW THEE TO BE A GOD; TAKE THE REVENGE THAT IS THY DUE." AND THE CHRIST THEREUPON LEFT HIM, AND BETOOK HIMSELF TO PAUL, AND REVEALED THE PATH OF TRUTH. THE MARCIONITES WERE THE MOST RIGID OF ASCETICS, ABSTAINING FROM MARRIAGE, FLESH AND WINE, THE LATTER BEING EXCLUDED FROM THEIR EUCHARIST. THEY ALSO REJOICED BEYOND ALL OTHER SECTS IN THE NUMBER OF THEIR MARTYRS. THE MARCIONITES HAVE ALSO GIVEN US THE THE TITLE CHRESTOS. MOST ANCIENT DATED CHRISTIAN INSCRIPTION. IT WAS DISCOVERED OVER THE DOORWAY OF A HOUSE IN A SYRIAN VILLAGE, AND FORMERLY MARKED THE SITE OF A MARCIONITE MEETING-HOUSE OR CHURCH, WHICH CURIOUSLY ENOUGH WAS CALLED A SYNAGOGUE. THE DATE IS OCTOBER 1, A.D. 318, AND THE MOST REMARKABLE POINT ABOUT IT IS THAT THE CHURCH WAS DEDICATED TO "THE LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS, THE GOOD"--CHRĒSTOS NOT CHRISTOS. IN EARLY TIMES THERE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN MUCH CONFUSION BETWEEN THE TWO TITLES. CHRISTOS IS THE GREEK FOR THE HEBREW MESSIAH, ANOINTED, AND WAS THE TITLE USED BY THOSE WHO BELIEVED THAT JESUS WAS THE JEWISH MESSIAH. THIS WAS DENIED, NOT ONLY BY THE MARCIONITES, BUT ALSO BY MANY OF THEIR GNOSTIC PREDECESSORS AND SUCCESSORS. THE TITLE CHRĒSTOS WAS USED OF ONE PERFECTED, THE HOLY ONE, THE SAINT; NO DOUBT IN LATER DAYS THE ORTHODOX, WHO SUBSEQUENTLY HAD THE SOLE EDITING OF THE TEXTS, IN PURE IGNORANCE CHANGED CHRĒSTOS INTO CHRISTOS WHEREVER IT OCCURRED; SO THAT INSTEAD OF FINDING THE PROMISE OF PERFECTION IN THE RELIGIOUS HISTORY OF ALL THE NATIONS, THEY LIMITED IT TO THE JEWISH TRADITION ALONE, AND STRUCK A FATAL BLOW AT THE UNIVERSALITY OF HISTORY AND DOCTRINE. THERE WAS NATURALLY A NUMBER OF SUB-SCHOOLS OF THE MARCION SCHOOL, AND IN ITS RANKS WERE A NUMBER OF DISTINGUISHED TEACHERS, OF WHOM, HOWEVER, WE HAVE ONLY SPACE TO REFER TO APELLES.
APELLES
HIS WIDE TOLERANCE.WE OWE OUR MOST RELIABLE INFORMATION ON THIS GNOSTIC TO A CERTAIN RHODON, WHO OPPOSED HIS VIEWS SOME TIME IN THE REIGN OF COMMODUS (180-193 A.D.); AN EXCERPT FROM THIS LOST "REFUTATION" HAS FORTUNATELY BEEN PRESERVED FOR US BY EUSEBIUS. AT THIS TIME APELLES WAS A VERY OLD MAN AND REFUSED THE CONTROVERSY, SAYING THAT ALL SINCERE BELIEVERS WOULD ULTIMATELY BE SAVED, WHATEVER THEIR THEOLOGY MIGHT BE--A MOST ENLIGHTENED DOCTRINE AND WORTHY OF THE BEST IN GNOSTICISM. AS HORT SAYS: "THE PICTURE WHICH RHODON UNWITTINGLY FURNISHES OF HIS [APELLES’] OLD AGE IS PLEASANT TO LOOK UPON. WE SEE A MAN UNWEARIED IN THE PURSUIT OF TRUTH, DIFFIDENT AND TOLERANT, RESTING IN BELIEFS WHICH HE COULD NOT RECONCILE, BUT STUDIOUS TO MAINTAIN THE MORAL CHARACTER OF THEOLOGY." APELLES SEEMS TO HAVE TAKEN UP A LESS EXCLUSIVE POSITION THAN MARCION, THOUGH HIS BOOK OF REASONINGS, DIRECTED AGAINST THE MOSAIC THEOLOGY, SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN DRASTIC ENOUGH; AND HE IS FURTHER SAID BY EUSEBIUS TO HAVE WRITTEN A "MULTITUDE OF BOOKS" OF THE SAME NATURE. PHILUMĒNĒ. HE WAS, HOWEVER, SPECIALLY TAKEN TO TASK FOR HIS BELIEF IN THE CLAIRVOYANT FACULTY OF A CERTAIN PHILUMĒNĒ, WHOM HE CAME ACROSS IN HIS OLD AGE. HER VISIONS WERE RECORDED IN A BOOK CALLED THE MANIFESTATIONS, BY WHICH APELLES SET GREAT STORE. STRANGELY ENOUGH, THE MAN WHO POURS ON HIS HEAD THE GREATEST ABUSE FOR THIS, ACCOMPANIED WITH THE USUAL CHARGES OF IMMORALITY, IS TERTULLIAN, WHO, IN HIS OWN TREATISE ON THE SOUL, FOLLOWING OUT HIS OWN MONTANIST CONVICTIONS, CONFESSES HIS FULL BELIEF IN THE PROPHETICAL POWER OF A CERTAIN VOYANTE OF HIS OWN CONGREGATION, IN A MOST ENTERTAINING AND NAÏVE FASHION! RHODON, ON THE CONTRARY, WHO KNEW APELLES PERSONALLY AT ALEXANDRIA, SAYS THAT THE OLD GENTLEMAN THOUGHT HIMSELF PROTECTED FROM SUCH SLANDEROUS INSINUATIONS, BY HIS AGE AND WELL-KNOWN CHARACTER. PHILUMĒNĒ SEEMS TO HAVE ENJOYED CERTAIN PSYCHIC FACULTIES, AND ALSO TO HAVE BEEN A "MEDIUM" FOR PHYSICAL PHENOMENA, AS A MODERN SPIRITIST WOULD SAY. SHE BELONGED TO THE CLASS OF HOLY WOMEN OR "VIRGINS," WHO WERE NUMEROUS ENOUGH IN THE EARLY CHURCH, THOUGH IT IS EXCEEDINGLY DOUBTFUL WHETHER ANY OF THEM WERE TRAINED SEERESSES, EXCEPT IN THE MOST ADVANCED GNOSTIC CIRCLES. THERE IS AN ENTERTAINING ACCOUNT OF PHILUMĒNĒ IN A CURIOUS FRAGMENT OF AN ANONYMOUS AUTHOR, WHICH WAS PRINTED IN THE EARLY EDITIONS OF AUGUSTINE'S WORK ON HERESIES, IN THE SECTION DEVOTED TO THE SEVERIANS. THE FOLLOWING IS HORT'S RENDERING OF THE PASSAGE: "HE [APELLES] MOREOVER USED TO SAY THAT A CERTAIN GIRL NAMED PHILUMĒNĒ WAS DIVINELY INSPIRED TO HER VISIONS. PREDICT FUTURE EVENTS. HE USED TO REFER TO HER HIS DREAMS, AND THE PERTURBATIONS OF HIS MIND, AND TO FOREWARN HIMSELF SECRETLY BY HER DIVINATIONS OR PRESAGES." [HERE SOME WORDS APPEAR TO BE MISSING.] "THE SAME PHANTOM, HE SAID, SHOWED ITSELF TO THE SAME PHILUMĒNĒ IN THE FORM OF A BOY. THIS SEEMING BOY SOMETIMES DECLARED HIMSELF TO BE CHRIST, SOMETIMES PAUL. BY QUESTIONING THIS PHANTOM, SHE USED TO SUPPLY THE ANSWERS WHICH SHE PRONOUNCED TO HER HEARERS. HE ADDED THAT SHE WAS ACCUSTOMED TO PERFORM SOME WONDERS, OF WHICH THE FOLLOWING WAS THE CHIEF: SHE USED TO MAKE A LARGE LOAF ENTER A GLASS VASE WITH A VERY SMALL MOUTH, AND TO TAKE IT OUT UNINJURED WITH THE TIPS OF HER FINGERS; AND WAS CONTENT WITH THAT FOOD ALONE, AS IF IT HAD BEEN GIVEN HER FROM ABOVE." ALL OF WHICH IS VERY MONKISH AND VERY SPIRITISTIC, AND QUITE IN KEEPING WITH THE RECORDS OF PHENOMENALISM. WE SHOULD, HOWEVER, REMEMBER THAT THIS ACCOUNT IS NOT FROM THE SIDE OF THE GNOSTICS, BUT FROM AN UNFRIENDLY SOURCE. WE SHALL PERHAPS NEVER KNOW WHETHER APELLES HAD A KNOWLEDGE OF THE SOURCES OF THE PHENOMENA HE WITNESSED; OR, LIKE THE VAST MAJORITY OF THAT TIME, AS INDEED OF ALL TIMES, IGNORANTLY ASSUMED THAT THE FACT OF PSYCHIC POWERS PROVED THE TRUTH OF THEOLOGICAL DOCTRINES. 
THE BASILIDIAN GNOSIS
LET US NOW RETURN TO THE EARLY YEARS OF THE SECOND CENTURY, AND DEVOTE OUR ATTENTION TO BASILIDES AND HIS WRITINGS. BASILIDES AND HIS FOLLOWERS ("THEM OF BASILIDES") WHO ELABORATED ONE OF THE MOST ABSTRUSE AND CONSISTENT SYSTEMS OF THE GNOSIS, THE OUTLINES OF WHICH ARE PLAINLY RECOVERABLE FROM THE GARBLED FRAGMENTS THAT PATRISTIC POLEMICS HAVE LEFT US. OF THE LIFE OF THIS GREAT DOCTOR OF THE GNOSIS WE KNOW NOTHING BEYOND THE FACT THAT HE TAUGHT AT ALEXANDRIA. HIS DATE IS ENTIRELY CONJECTURAL; HE IS, HOWEVER, GENERALLY SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO VALENTINUS. IF, THEREFORE, WE SAY THAT HE FLOURISHED SOMEWHERE ABOUT A.D. 120-130, IT SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD THAT A MARGIN OF TEN YEARS OR SO EITHER WAY HAS TO BE ALLOWED FOR. OF HIS NATIONALITY AGAIN, WE KNOW NOTHING. BUT WHETHER HE WAS GREEK, OR EGYPTIAN, OR SYRIAN, HE WAS STEEPED IN HELLENIC CULTURE, AND LEARNED IN THE WISDOM OF THE EGYPTIANS. HE WAS ALSO WELL VERSED IN THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES AS SET FORTH IN THE GREEK VERSION OF THE SEVENTY. THE GOSPEL TEACHING WAS HIS DELIGHT, AND HE WROTE NO FEWER THAN TWENTY-FOUR BOOKS OF COMMENTARIES THEREON, ALTHOUGH HE DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE USED THE SUBSEQUENTLY CANONICAL VERSIONS. HE ALSO QUOTES FROM SEVERAL OF THE PAULINE LETTERS. OF THE WRITINGS OF BASILIDES THE MOST IMPORTANT WERE THE COMMENTARIES ALREADY REFERRED TO; THEY WERE THE FIRST COMMENTARIES ON THE GOSPEL-TEACHINGS WRITTEN BY A CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHER; AND IN THIS, AS IN ALL OTHER DEPARTMENTS OF THEOLOGY, THE GNOSTICS LED THE WAY. BASILIDES IS FURTHER SAID TO HAVE WRITTEN A GOSPEL HIMSELF, AND TO HAVE CLAIMED TO BE THE DISCIPLE OF A CERTAIN GLAUCIAS, WHO WAS AN "INTERPRETER OF PETER." THERE IS ALSO MENTION OF CERTAIN TRADITIONS OF MATTHIAS, AS HELD IN GREAT HONOUR BY THE SCHOOL. THESE PURPORTED TO BE TEACHINGS GIVEN TO MATTHIAS IN SECRET BY JESUS AFTER THE "RESURRECTION." IT MAY, THEREFORE, BE SUPPOSED THAT THE GOSPEL OF BASILIDES WAS NOT A NEW HISTORICAL SETTING OF THE SAYINGS OF THE LORD, BUT AN EXPOSITION OF THAT "KNOWLEDGE OF SUPERMUNDANE THINGS," WHICH WAS THE DEFINITION HE GAVE TO THE GOSPEL. BASILIDES PRESUMABLY WROTE A COMMENTARY ON THE SAYINGS AND DOINGS OF THE LORD, WHICH WERE IN GENERAL CIRCULATION IN MANY TRADITIONS, WITH OR WITHOUT THE VARIOUS HISTORICAL SETTINGS; AND ALSO, HIS OWN ELABORATION OF CERTAIN INNER INSTRUCTIONS THAT HAD BEEN HANDED DOWN BY A SECRET TRADITION. WHETHER OR NOT THIS INNER GOSPEL FORMED PART OF THE TWENTY-FOUR BOOKS OF HIS EXEGETICA IS DOUBTFUL; MOST CRITICS, HOWEVER, ARE IN FAVOUR OF THIS VIEW. IN ANY CASE, IT IS TO BE SUPPOSED THAT HIS COMMENTARIES AIMED AT EXPLAINING THE PUBLIC SAYINGS AND PARABLES BY THE LIGHT OF THIS SECRET GOSPEL. BUT THERE IS ANOTHER HYPOTHESIS, WHICH, IF TRUE, WOULD BE OF INTENSE INTEREST. IT IS SUGGESTED THAT IT WAS MATTHIAS, ONE OF THE HEADS OF THE INNER SCHOOLS, WHO WROTE THE ORIGINAL SKETCH OF SAYINGS AND DOINGS UNDERLYING OUR SYNOPTIC ACCOUNTS, AND THAT THESE ACCOUNTS WERE EXPANSIONS BY VARIOUS PRESBYTERS OF THE OUTER CHURCHES IN EGYPT. THE ORIGINAL DRAFT WAS PRESUMABLY A LIFE INTENDED FOR PUBLIC CIRCULATION, AND DESIGNED TO BE CAPABLE OF AN INTERPRETATION ACCORDING TO THE INNER TENETS OF THE GNOSIS. BASILIDES IS ALSO SAID TO HAVE WRITTEN CERTAIN ODES, BUT OF THESE NO FRAGMENT HAS REACHED US. OUR MAIN SOURCES OF INFORMATION FOR RECOVERING AN OUTLINE OF THE BASILIDIAN GNOSIS ARE THREE IN OUR SOURCES OF INFORMATION. NUMBER, AND CONSIST OF THE VERY FRAGMENTARY QUOTATIONS: (I.) OF HIPPOLYTUS IN HIS LATER WORK, THE PHILOSOPHUMENA; (II.) OF CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA IN HIS MISCELLANIES; AND (III.) PRESUMABLY IN THE FIRST PLACE (EITHER OF THE LOST SYNTAGMA OF JUSTIN OR) OF THE LOST WORK OF AGRIPPA CASTOR, WHO IS SAID BY EUSEBIUS TO HAVE WRITTEN A REFUTATION OF THE VIEWS OF BASILIDES IN THE REIGN OF HADRIAN (C. 133 A.D.), AND WHOSE VERY UNSATISFACTORY AND INACCURATE DATA WERE COPIED BY IRENÆUS, AND THE EPITOMATORS OF THE EARLIER, SMALLER, AND NOW LOST WORK OF HIPPOLYTUS. TURNING TO THE GREAT WORK OF HIPPOLYTUS, WE COME UPON THE MOST VALUABLE INFORMATION EXTANT FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THIS MOST HIGHLY METAPHYSICAL SYSTEM. THE CHURCH FATHER HAD EVIDENTLY BEFORE HIM A TREATISE OF BASILIDES, BUT WHETHER IT WAS THE EXEGETICA OR NOT, IS BY NO MEANS CLEAR; WHAT IS CERTAIN, HOWEVER, IS THAT IT SET FORTH THE GOSPEL, OR "KNOWLEDGE OF SUPERMUNDANE THINGS," AS BASILIDES UNDERSTOOD IT; AND WE CAN ONLY REGRET THAT WE HAVE NOT THE ORIGINAL TEXT OF THE GNOSTIC DOCTOR HIMSELF BEFORE US, INSTEAD OF A MOST FAULTY COPY OF THE TEXT OF THE CHURCH FATHER'S REFUTATION, WHOSE METHOD IS OF THE MOST PROVOKING. HIPPOLYTUS MUDDLES UP HIS OWN GLOSSES AND CRITICISMS WITH MUTILATED QUOTATIONS, IMPERFECTLY SUMMARIZES IMPORTANT PASSAGES, WHICH TREAT OF CONCEPTIONS REQUIRING THE GREATEST SUBTLETY AND NICETY OF LANGUAGE; AND IN OTHER RESPECTS DOES SCANT JUSTICE TO A THINKER WHOSE FAITH IN CHRISTIANITY WAS SO GREAT, THAT, FAR FROM CONFINING IT TO THE NARROW LIMITS OF A DOGMATIC THEOLOGY, HE WOULD HAVE IT THAT THE GOSPEL WAS ALSO A UNIVERSAL PHILOSOPHY EXPLANATORY OF THE WHOLE WORLD-DRAMA. LET US THEN RAISE OUR THOUGHTS TO THOSE SUBLIME HEIGHTS TO WHICH THE GENIUS OF BASILIDES SOARED SO MANY CENTURIES AGO, WHEN FAITH IN THE UNIVERSAL POSSIBILITIES OF THE GLAD TIDINGS WAS REALLY LIVING. AND FIRST WE MUST RISE TO THAT STUPENDOUS INTUITION OF DEITY, WHICH TRANSCENDS EVEN BEING, AND WHICH TO THE NARROW MINDS OF EARTH SEEMS PURE NOTHINGNESS, INSTEAD OF BEING THAT WHICH BEGGARS ALL FULLNESS. BEYOND TIME, BEYOND SPACE, BEYOND CONSCIOUSNESS, BEYOND BEING ITSELF--THE DIVINITY BEYOND BEING."THERE WAS WHEN NAUGHT WAS; NAY, EVEN THAT 'NAUGHT' WAS NOT AUGHT OF THINGS THAT ARE [EVEN IN THE WORLD OF REALITY]. BUT NAKEDLY, CONJECTURE AND MENTAL QUIBBLING APART, THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NOT EVEN THE ONE [THE LOGOS OF THE WORLD OF REALITY]. AND WHEN I USE THE TERM 'WAS,' I DO NOT MEAN TO SAY THAT IT WAS [THAT IS TO SAY, IN ANY STATE OF BEING]; BUT MERELY TO GIVE SOME SUGGESTION OF WHAT I WISH TO INDICATE, I USE THE EXPRESSION 'THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NAUGHT.' FOR THAT 'NAUGHT' IS NOT SIMPLY THE SO-CALLED INEFFABLE; IT IS BEYOND THAT. FOR THAT WHICH IS REALLY INEFFABLE IS NOT NAMED INEFFABLE, BUT IS SUPERIOR TO EVERY NAME THAT IS USED. THE NAMES [WE USE] ARE NOT SUFFICIENT EVEN FOR THE [MANIFESTED] UNIVERSE [WHICH IS OUTSIDE THE WORLD OF REAL BEING], SO DIVERSIFIED IS IT; THEY FALL SHORT." MUCH LESS, THEN, HE CONTINUES TO ARGUE, CAN WE FIND APPROPRIATE NAMES FOR THE BEINGS OF THE WORLD OF REALITY AND THEIR OPERATIONS; AND FAR MORE IMPOSSIBLE, THEREFORE, IS IT TO GIVE NAMES TO THAT WHICH TRANSCENDS EVEN REALITY. THUS, WE SEE THAT BASILIDES SOARED BEYOND EVEN THE IDEAL WORLD OF PLATO, AND ASCENDED TO THE UNTRANSCENDABLE INTUITION OF THE ORIENT--THE THAT WHICH CANNOT BE NAMED, TO BE WORSHIPPED IN SILENCE ALONE. WE NEXT COME TO THE INCEPTION OF THE SEED OF UNIVERSALITY, IN THIS STATE BEYOND BEING, A UNIVERSALITY BEYOND BEING. DISCRETE STAGE, SO TO SPEAK, BEYOND THE UNMANIFESTED OR NOUMENAL WORLD EVEN. HIPPOLYTUS SUMMARIZES THIS CONDITION OF NON-BEING, WHICH TRANSCENDS ALL BEING FROM THE ORIGINAL TREATISE AS FOLLOWS. "NAUGHT WAS, NEITHER MATTER, NOR SUBSTANCE, NOR VOIDNESS OF SUBSTANCE, NOR SIMPLICITY, NOR IMPOSSIBILITY-OF-COMPOSITION, NOR INCONCEPTIBILITY, NOR IMPERCEPTIBILITY, NEITHER MAN, NOR ANGEL, NOR GOD; IN FINE, NEITHER ANYTHING AT ALL FOR WHICH MAN HAS EVER FOUND A NAME, NOR ANY OPERATION WHICH FALLS WITHIN THE RANGE EITHER OF HIS PERCEPTION OR CONCEPTION. SUCH, OR RATHER FAR MORE REMOVED FROM THE POWER OF MAN'S COMPREHENSION, WAS THE STATE OF NON-BEING, WHEN [IF WE CAN SPEAK OF 'WHEN' IN A STATE BEYOND TIME AND SPACE] THE DEITY BEYOND BEING, WITHOUT THINKING, OR FEELING, OR DETERMINING, OR CHOOSING, OR BEING COMPELLED, OR DESIRING, WILLED TO CREATE UNIVERSALITY. "WHEN I USE THE TERM 'WILL,'" WRITES BASILIDES, "I DO SO MERELY TO SUGGEST THE IDEA OF AN OPERATION TRANSCENDING ALL VOLITION, THOUGHT, OR SENSIBLE ACTION. AND THIS UNIVERSALITY ALSO WAS NOT [OUR] DIMENSIONAL AND DIFFERENTIABLE UNIVERSE, WHICH SUBSEQUENTLY CAME INTO EXISTENCE AND WAS SEPARATED [FROM OTHER UNIVERSES], BUT THE SEED OF ALL UNIVERSES." THIS IS EVIDENTLY THE SAME CONCEPT AS THE MŪLAPRAKRITI OF INDIAN PHILOSOPHY, AND THE MOST ADMIRABLE STATEMENT OF THE DOGMA OF THE "CREATION OUT OF NOTHING" THAT HAS BEEN PUT FORWARD BY ANY CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHER. "THIS UNIVERSAL SEED CONTAINED EVERYTHING IN ITSELF, POTENTIALLY, IN SOME SUCH FASHION AS THE GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED CONTAINS THE WHOLE SIMULTANEOUSLY IN THE MINUTEST POINT--ROOTS, STEM, BRANCHES, LEAVES, AND THE INNUMERABLE GERMS THAT COME FROM THE SEEDS OF THE PLANT, AND WHICH IN THEIR TURN PRODUCE STILL OTHER AND OTHER PLANTS IN MANIFOLD SERIES. "THUS, THE DIVINITY BEYOND BEING CREATED UNIVERSALITY BEYOND BEING FROM ELEMENTS BEYOND BEING, POSITING AND CAUSING TO SUBSIST A SINGLE SOMETHING"--WHICH POVERTY OF LANGUAGE COMPELS US TO CALL A SEED, BUT WHICH WAS REALLY THE POTENTIALITY OF POTENTIALITIES, SEEING THAT IT WAS "CONTAINING IN ITSELF THE ENTIRE ALL-SEED-POTENCY OF THE UNIVERSE." FROM SUCH A "SEED," WHICH IS EVERYWHERE AND NOWHERE, AND WHICH TREASURES IN ITS BOSOM EVERYTHING THAT WAS OR IS OR IS TO BE, ALL THINGS MUST COME INTO MANIFESTATION IN THEIR "PROPER NATURES AND CYCLES" AND TIMES, AT THE WILL OF THE DEITY BEYOND ALL. HOW THIS IS BROUGHT ABOUT IS BY NO MEANS CLEAR. BASILIDES SEEMS TO HAVE HAD SOME IDEA OF A "SUPPLEMENTARY DEVELOPMENT" (ΚΑΤὰ ΠΡΟΣΘΉΚΗΝ ΑὐΞΑΝόΜΕΝΑ), WHICH, HOWEVER, IS BEYOND DEFINITION; ONE THING IS CLEAR, THAT HE ENTIRELY REPUDIATED EVERY IDEA OF EMANATION, PROJECTION, OR PULLULATION (ΠΡΟΒΟΛΉ). "FOR OF WHAT SORT OF EMANATION IS THERE NEED, OR OF WHAT SORT OF MATTER MUST WE MAKE SUPPOSITION, EX NIHILO. IN ORDER THAT GOD SHOULD MAKE THE UNIVERSE, LIKE AS A SPIDER WEAVES ITS WEB [FROM ITSELF], OR MORTAL. MAN TAKES BRASS OR TIMBER OR OTHER MATTER OUT OF WHICH TO MAKE SOMETHING? BUT 'HE SPAKE AND IT WAS,' AND THIS IS WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE SAYING OF MOSES, 'LET THERE BE LIGHT, AND THERE WAS LIGHT.' WHENCE, THEN, WAS THE LIGHT? FROM NAUGHT. FOR IT IS NOT WRITTEN WHENCE, BUT ONLY FROM THE VOICE OF THE SPEAKER OF THE WORD. AND HE WHO SPAKE THE WORD, WAS NOT; AND THAT WHICH WAS, WAS NOT. FOR THE SEED OF THE UNIVERSE, THE WORD THAT WAS SPOKEN, 'LET THERE BE LIGHT,' WAS FROM THE STATE BEYOND BEING. AND THIS WAS WHAT WAS SPOKEN IN THE GOSPEL, 'IT WAS THE TRUE LIGHT WHICH LIGHTETH EVERY MAN THAT COMETH INTO THE WORLD.' MAN, BOTH DERIVETH HIS PRINCIPLES FROM THAT SEED AND IS ALSO ENLIGHTENED BY IT." THIS PRIMORDIAL LIGHT AND LIFE IS THE SOURCE OF ALL THINGS. THE NEXT STAGE DEALS WITH THE OUTCOME, FIRST-FRUITS, HIGHEST PRODUCT, OR SUBLIMEST CONSUMMATION, OF UNIVERSAL POTENTIALITY, WHICH BASILIDES CALLS THE SONSHIP. THE SONSHIP."IN THE ABSOLUTE SEED THERE WAS A TRIPLE SONSHIP IN EVERY WAY CONSUBSTANTIAL WITH THE GOD BEYOND BEING, COMING INTO BEING FROM THE STATE BEYOND BEING. OF THIS TRIPLY DIVIDED SONSHIP, ONE ASPECT WAS THE SUBTLEST OF THE SUBTLE, ONE LESS SUBTLE, AND ONE STILL STOOD IN NEED OF PURIFICATION. THE SUBTLEST NATURE OF THE SONSHIP INSTANTLY AND IMMEDIATELY, TOGETHER WITH THE DEPOSITING OF THE SEED OF UNIVERSALITY BY THE GOD BEYOND BEING, BURST FORTH, ROSE ALOFT, AND HASTENED FROM BELOW UPWARD, 'LIKE WING OR THOUGHT,' AS HOMER SINGS, AND WAS WITH HIM BEYOND BEING [ΠΡὸΣ ΤὸΝ ΟὐΚ ὄΝΤΑ--"WITH,' THE VERY SAME WORD AS THE MYSTERIOUS PREPOSITION IN THE PROEM NOW PREFIXED TO THE FOURTH CANONICAL GOSPEL]. FOR EVERY NATURE STRIVETH AFTER HIM BECAUSE OF HIS TRANSCENDENCY OF ALL BEAUTY AND LOVELINESS, BUT SOME IN ONE WAY AND OTHERS IN ANOTHER. "THE LESS SUBTLE NATURE OF THE SONSHIP, ON THE OTHER HAND, STILL REMAINED WITHIN THE UNIVERSAL SEED; FOR THOUGH IT WOULD IMITATE THE HIGHER AND ASCEND, IT COULD NOT, SEEING THAT IT FELL SHORT OF THE DEGREE OF SUBTLETY OF THE FIRST SONSHIP, WHICH HAD ASCENDED THROUGH IT [THE SECOND], AND SO IT REMAINED BEHIND. THE LESS SUBTLE SONSHIP, ACCORDINGLY, HAD TO FIND FOR ITSELF AS IT WERE WINGS ON WHICH TO SOAR, . . . AND THESE WINGS ARE THE HOLY SPIRIT."
JUST AS A BIRD CANNOT FLY WITHOUT WINGS, AND THE WINGS CANNOT SOAR WITHOUT THE BIRD, SO THE SECOND SONSHIP AND THE HOLY SPIRIT ARE COMPLEMENTARY THE ONE TO THE OTHER, AND CONFER MUTUAL BENEFITS ON ONE ANOTHER. WE HERE SEE THAT BASILIDES IS DEALING WITH THE SECOND ASPECT OF THE LOGOS, THE POSITIVE-NEGATIVE STATE; WE ALSO PERCEIVE THE ANTICIPATION OF THE GROUND OF THE GREAT CONTROVERSIES WHICH SUBSEQUENTLY AROSE GENERATIONS LATER, SUCH AS THE ARIAN AND THE FILIOQUE." BUT IF WE ENQUIRE WHENCE WAS THE HOLY SPIRIT, BASILIDES WILL TELL US, FROM THE UNIVERSAL SEED, FROM WHICH ALL THINGS CAME FORTH UNDER THE WILL OF DEITY. "THE SECOND SONSHIP, THEN, BORNE ALOFT BY THE SPIRIT, AS BY A WING, BEARS ALOFT THE WING, THAT IS THE THE HOLY SPRIT. SPIRIT; BUT ON DRAWING NIGH TO THE FIRST SONSHIP AND THE GOD BEYOND BEING, WHO CREATETH FROM THE STATE BEYOND BEING. IT COULD NO LONGER KEEP THE SPIRIT WITH IT, FOR IT [THE SPIRIT] WAS NOT OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE WITH IT, NOR HAD IT A NATURE LIKE UNTO THAT OF THE SONSHIP. BUT JUST AS A PURE AND DRY ATMOSPHERE IS UNNATURAL AND HARMFUL TO FISH, SO TO THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS THAT STATE OF THE SONSHIP TOGETHER WITH THE GOD BEYOND BEING--THAT STATE MORE INEFFABLE THAN EVERY INEFFABLE AND TRANSCENDING EVERY NAME. "THE SONSHIP, THEREFORE, LEFT IT [THE SPIRIT] BEHIND NEAR THAT BLESSED SPACE, WHICH CAN NEITHER BE CONCEIVED OF, NOR CHARACTERIZED BY ANY WORD, YET NOT ENTIRELY DESERTED NOR YET DIVORCED FROM THE SONSHIP. BUT EVEN AS THE SWEETEST SMELLING UNGUENT POURED. INTO A VESSEL, THOUGH THE VESSEL BE EMPTIED OF IT WITH THE GREATEST POSSIBLE CARE, NEVERTHELESS SOME SCENT OF THE UNGUENT STILL REMAINS AND IS LEFT BEHIND--THE VESSEL RETAINS THE SCENT OF THE UNGUENT, THOUGH IT NO LONGER HOLDS THE UNGUENT ITSELF--IN SUCH A WAY HAS THE HOLY SPIRIT REMAINED EMPTIED AND DIVORCED FROM THE SONSHIP, YET AT THE SAME TIME RETAINING IN ITSELF AS IT WERE THE POWER OF THE UNGUENT, THE SAVOUR OF THE SONSHIP. AND THIS IS THE SAYING, 'LIKE THE UNGUENT ON THE HEAD WHICH RAN DOWN UNTO AARON'S BEARD'--THE SAVOUR OF THE HOLY SPIRIT PERMEATING FROM ABOVE AND BELOW EVEN AS FAR AS THE FORMLESSNESS [CRUDE MATTER] AND OUR STATE OF EXISTENCE, WHENCE THE [REMAINING] SONSHIP RECEIVED ITS FIRST IMPULSE TO ASCEND, BORNE ALOFT AS IT WERE ON THE WINGS OF AN EAGLE. FOR ALL THINGS HASTEN FROM BELOW UPWARD, FROM WORSE TO BETTER, NOR IS ANYTHING IN THE BETTER CONDITION SO BEREFT OF INTELLIGENCE AS TO PLUNGE DOWNWARD. BUT AS YET THIS THIRD SONSHIP STILL REMAINS IN THE GREAT CONGLOMERATION OF THE SEED-MIXTURE, CONFERRING AND RECEIVING BENEFITS," IN A MANNER THAT WILL RECEIVE SUBSEQUENT EXPLANATION. THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHICH IN REALITY PERMEATES EVERYTHING, BUT PHENOMENALLY SEPARATES THE SENSIBLE UNIVERSE FROM THE NOUMENAL, CONSTITUTES WHAT BASILIDES TERMS THE LIMITARY SPIRIT, MIDWAY BETWEEN THINGS COSMIC AND SUPERCOSMIC. THIS FIRMAMENT IS FAR BEYOND THE VISIBLE FIRMAMENT WHOSE LOCUS IS THE MOON'S TRACK. THE GREAT RULER."AFTER THIS, FROM THE UNIVERSAL SEED AND CONGLOMERATION OF SEED-MIXTURE THERE BURST FORTH AND CAME INTO EXISTENCE THE GREAT RULER, THE HEAD OF THE SENSIBLE UNIVERSE, A BEAUTY AND MAGNITUDE AND POTENCY THAT NAUGHT CAN DESTROY." THIS IS THE DEMIURGE; BUT LET NO MORTAL THINK THAT HE CAN COMPREHEND SO GREAT A BEING, "FOR HE IS MORE INEFFABLE THAN INEFFABLES, MORE POTENT THAN POTENCIES, WISER THAN THE WISE, SUPERIOR TO EVERY EXCELLENCE THAT ONE CAN NAME. "COMING INTO EXISTENCE HE RAISED HIMSELF ALOFT, AND SOARED UPWARD, AND WAS BORNE ABOVE IN ALL HIS ENTIRETY AS FAR AS THE GREAT FIRMAMENT. THERE HE REMAINED, BECAUSE HE THOUGHT THERE WAS NONE ABOVE HIM, AND SO HE BECAME THE MOST POTENT POWER OF THE UNIVERSE," SAVE ONLY THE THIRD SONSHIP WHICH YET REMAINED IN THE SEED-MIXTURE. HIS LIMIT, THEREFORE, WAS HIS OWN IGNORANCE OF THE SUPERCOSMIC SPACES, ALTHOUGH HIS WISDOM WAS THE GREATEST OF ALL IN THE COSMIC REALMS. "THUS, THINKING HIMSELF LORD, AND RULER, AND A WISE MASTER-BUILDER, HE BETOOK HIMSELF TO THE CREATION OF THE CREATURES OF THE UNIVERSE." THIS IS THE SUPERCELESTIAL OR ÆTHERIAL CREATION, WHICH HAS ITS PHYSICAL CORRESPONDENCE IN THE SPACES BEYOND THE MOON; BELOW THE MOON WAS OUR WORLD AND ITS "ATMOSPHERE." THIS ATMOSPHERE (THE SUBLUNARY REGIONS) TERMINATED AT THE VISIBLE HEAVEN, OR LOWER FIRMAMENT, ITS PERIPHERY, MARKED BY THE MOON'S PATH. IN THE SUN-SPACE LAY THE ÆTHERIAL REALMS, WHICH APPARENTLY NO MORTAL EYE HAS SEEN, BUT ONLY THE REFLECTION OF THEIR INHABITANTS, THE STARS, IN THE SURFACE OF THE SUBLUNARY WATERS OF SPACE. THE ÆTHERIAL CREATION OF THE GREAT RULER PROCEEDS ON THE THEORY OF SIMILARITY AND ANALOGY. "FIRST OF ALL, THE GREAT RULER, THINKING IT NOT RIGHT THAT HE SHOULD BE ALONE, MADE FOR HIMSELF, AND THE ÆTHERIAL CREATION. BROUGHT INTO EXISTENCE FROM THE UNIVERSAL SEED, A SON FAR BETTER AND WISER THAN HIMSELF. FOR ALL THIS HAD BEEN PREDETERMINED BY THE GOD BEYOND BEING, WHEN HE DEPOSITED THE UNIVERSAL SEED. "AND THE GREAT RULER, ON BEHOLDING HIS SON, WAS STRUCK WITH WONDER AND LOVE AND AMAZEMENT AT HIS MARVELLOUSLY GREAT BEAUTY, AND HE CAUSED HIM TO SIT AT HIS RIGHT HAND." AND THIS SPACE WHERE IS THE THRONE OF THE GREAT RULER THEY CALLED THE OGDOAD. "AND THE GREAT DEMIURGOS, THE WISE ONE, FABRICATED THE WHOLE ÆTHERIAL CREATION WITH HIS OWN HAND; BUT IT WAS HIS SON, WHO WAS WISER STILL, WHO INFUSED ENERGY INTO HIM AND SUGGESTED TO HIM IDEAS." THAT IS TO SAY, THAT THE GREAT RULER MADE THE CREATURES OF THE ÆTHERIAL SPACES, AND THESE EVOLVED SOULS, OR RATHER WERE ENSOULED. AND THUS, IT IS THAT THE SON IS, AS IT WERE, GREATER THAN THE FATHER, AND SITS ON HIS RIGHT HAND, OR ABOVE HIM; THE RIGHT HAND IN GNOSTIC SYMBOLISM SIGNIFYING A HIGHER CONDITION. THEY MUTUALLY CONFER BENEFITS ALSO, ONE GIVING THE BODY AND THE OTHER THE MIND OR SOUL TO ÆTHERIAL BEINGS. ALL ÆTHERIAL SPACES THEN, DOWN TO THE MOON, ARE PROVIDED FOR AND MANAGED BY THE SON OF THE GREAT RULER, THE CONSUMMATION OR PERFECTION OF HIS EVOLUTION OR CREATION. THE SUBLUNARY SPACES."NEXT, THERE AROSE A SECOND RULER FROM THE UNIVERSAL SEED, FAR INFERIOR TO THE FIRST, BUT GREATER THAN ALL BELOW HIM, EXCEPT THE SONSHIP WHICH STILL REMAINED IN THE SEED." THIS WAS THE RULER OF THE SUBLUNARY SPACES, FROM THE MOON TO THE EARTH. THIS RULER IS CALLED EFFABLE, BECAUSE MEN CAN SPEAK OF HIM WITH UNDERSTANDING, AND THE SPACE OVER WHICH HE RULES IS NAMED THE HEBDOMAD. AND THE SECOND RULER ALSO "BROUGHT FORTH A SON FAR GREATER THAN HIMSELF FROM THE UNIVERSAL SEED, IN LIKE MANNER TO THE FIRST," AND THE LOWER CREATION WAS ORDERED IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE HIGHER. THIS LOWER CREATION IS APPARENTLY STILL ONE OF SUBTLE MATTER. AS TO THE EARTH, THE CONGLOMERATION OF THE SEED-MIXTURE IS STILL IN OUR OWN STAGE OR SPACE, AND THE THINGS THAT COME TO PASS IN THIS STATE OF EXISTENCE, "COME TO PASS ACCORDING TO NATURE, AS HAVING BEEN PRIMARILY UTTERED BY HIM WHO HATH PLANNED THE FITTING TIME AND FORM AND MANNER OF UTTERANCE OF THE THINGS THAT WERE TO BE UTTERED. OF THINGS HERE ON THE EARTH, THEN, THERE IS NO SPECIAL CHIEF OR MANAGER OR CREATOR, FOR SUFFICIENT FOR THEM IS THAT PLAN WHICH THE GOD BEYOND BEING LAID DOWN WHEN HE DEPOSITED THE UNIVERSAL SEED." THAT IS TO SAY, THAT THE EARTH-STAGE IS THE MOMENT BETWEEN THE PAST AND FUTURE, THE TURNING-POINT OF ALL CHOICE, THE FIELD OF NEW KARMAN; HERE ALL THINGS VERILY ARE IN THE HAND OF GOD ALONE, IN THE HIGHEST SENSE. THUS, DOES BASILIDES AVOID THE DIFFICULTIES BOTH OF FATE AND FREE-WILL ABSOLUTE. WE NEXT COME TO THE SOTERIOLOGY OF BASILIDES, THE REDEMPTION AND RESTORATION OF ALL THINGS. "WHEN, THEN, THE SUPERCOSMIC PLANES AND THE WHOLE UNIVERSE [ÆTHERIAL, SUBLUNARY, AND TERRESTRIAL] SOTERIOLOGY. WERE COMPLETED, AND THERE WAS NO DEFICIENCY," THAT IS TO SAY, WHEN THE EVOLUTIONARY STREAM OF CREATIVE ENERGY BEGAN TO RETURN ON ITSELF, THERE STILL REMAINED BEHIND IN THE UNIVERSAL SEED THE THIRD SONSHIP, WHICH BESTOWS AND RECEIVES BENEFITS. "BUT IT NEEDS MUST BE THAT THIS SONSHIP ALSO SHOULD BE MANIFESTED, AND RESTORED TO ITS PLACE ABOVE, THERE BEYOND THE HIGHEST FIRMAMENT, THE LIMITARY SPIRIT OF COSMOS, WITH THE MOST SUBTLE SONSHIP, AND THE SECOND WHICH FOLLOWED THE EXAMPLE OF ITS FELLOW, AND THE GOD BEYOND BEING, EVEN AS IT WAS WRITTEN, 'AND THE CREATION ITSELF GROANETH TOGETHER AND TRAVAILETH TOGETHER, WAITING FOR THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SONS OF GOD'"--THE THIRD SONSHIP. THE SONS OF GOD ARE THE DIVINE SPARKS, THE REAL SPIRITUAL MEN WITHIN, WHO HAVE BEEN LEFT BEHIND HERE IN THE SEED-MIXTURE, "TO ORDER AND INFORM AND CORRECT AND PERFECT OUR SOULS, WHICH HAVE A NATURAL TENDENCY DOWNWARDS TO REMAIN IN THIS STATE OF EXISTENCE." BEFORE THE GOSPEL WAS PREACHED, AND THE GNOSIS CAME, THE GREAT RULER OF THE OGDOAD WAS CONSIDERED EVEN BY THE MOST SPIRITUAL AMONG MEN TO BE THE ONLY GOD, NEVERTHELESS NO NAME WAS GIVEN TO HIM, BECAUSE HE WAS INEFFABLE. THE INSPIRATION OF MOSES, HOWEVER, CAME FROM THE HEBDOMAD ONLY, AS MAY BE SEEN FROM THE WORDS, "I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND JACOB, BUT THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD I DID NOT MAKE KNOWN UNTO THEM." THIS GOD TO WHOM MOSES AND THE PROPHETS GAVE NAMES, WAS OF THE HEBDOMAD, WHICH IS EFFABLE, AND THEIR INSPIRATION CAME FROM THIS SOURCE. BUT THE GOSPEL WAS THAT MYSTERY WHICH WAS EVER UNKNOWN, NOT ONLY TO THE NATIONS, BUT ALSO TO THEM OF THE HEBDOMAD AND THE OGDOAD, AND EVEN TO THEIR RULERS. "WHEN, THEREFORE, THE TIME HAD COME," SAYS THE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] GNOSTIC DOCTOR, "FOR THE REVELATION OF THE CHILDREN OF GOD (WHO ARE OURSELVES), FOR WHOM THE WHOLE THE MYSTIC GOSPEL. CREATION GROANETH AND TRAVAILETH IN EXPECTATION, THE GOSPEL [THE GLAD TIDINGS, THE GNOSIS] CAME INTO THE UNIVERSE, AND PASSED THROUGH EVERY PRINCIPALITY, AND AUTHORITY, AND LORDSHIP, AND EVERY TITLE THAT MAN CAN USE. IT 'CAME' OF VERY TRUTH, NOT THAT ANYTHING 'CAME DOWN' FROM ABOVE, OR THAT THE BLESSED SONSHIP 'DEPARTED FROM' THAT BLESSED GOD BEYOND BEING, WHO TRANSCENDS ALL THOUGHT. NAY, BUT JUST AS THE VAPOUR OF NAPHTHA CAN CATCH FIRE FROM A FLAME A GREAT WAY OFF FROM THE NAPHTHA, SO DO THE POWERS OF MEN'S SPIRIT PASS FROM BELOW FROM THE FORMLESSNESS OF THE CONGLOMERATION UP TO THE SONSHIP. "THE SON OF THE GREAT RULER OF THE OGDOAD, CATCHING FIRE AS IT WERE, LAYS HOLD OF AND SEIZES ON THE IDEAS FROM THE BLESSED SONSHIP BEYOND THE LIMITARY SPIRIT. FOR THE POWER OF THE SONSHIP WHICH IS IN THE MIDST OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, IN THE LIMIT SPACE, SHARES THE FLOWING AND RUSHING THOUGHTS OF THE [SUPREME] SONSHIP WITH THE SON OF THE GREAT RULER. "THUS, THE GOSPEL FIRST CAME FROM THE SONSHIP THROUGH THE SON WHO SITS BY THE GREAT RULER, TO THAT RULER; AND THE RULER LEARNED THAT HE WAS NOT THE GOD OVER ALL, BUT A GENERABLE DEITY, AND THAT ABOVE HIM WAS SET THE TREASURE OF THE INEFFABLE AND UNNAMEABLE THAT BEYOND BEING AND OF THE SONSHIP. AND HE REPENTED AND FEARED ON UNDERSTANDING IN WHAT IGNORANCE HE HAD BEEN. THIS IS THE MEANING OF THE WORDS, 'THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM.' FOR HE BEGAN TO GROW WISE THROUGH THE INSTRUCTION OF THE CHRIST SITTING BY HIM, LEARNING WHAT IS THAT BEYOND BEING, WHAT THE SONSHIP, WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHAT THE APPARATUS OF THE UNIVERSE WHAT THE MANNER OF ITS RESTORATION. THIS IS THE 'WISDOM, DECLARED IN A MYSTERY,' CONCERNING WHICH SCRIPTURE USES THE WORDS, 'NOT IN WORDS TAUGHT OF HUMAN WISDOM, BUT IN THOSE TAUGHT OF THE SPIRIT.' "THE GREAT RULER, THEN, BEING INSTRUCTED AND TAUGHT AND MADE AFRAID, CONFESSED THE SIN WHICH HE HAD DONE IN BOASTING HIMSELF. THIS IS THE SAYING, 'I HAVE RECOGNIZED MY SIN, AND I KNOW MY TRANSGRESSION, AND I WILL CONFESS IT FOR THE ETERNITY.' "AFTER THE INSTRUCTION OF THE GREAT RULER, THE WHOLE SPACE OF THE OGDOAD WAS INSTRUCTED AND TAUGHT, AND THE MYSTERY BECAME KNOWN TO THE POWERS ABOVE THE HEAVENS. "THEN WAS IT THAT THE GOSPEL SHOULD COME TO THE HEBDOMAD, THAT ITS RULER MIGHT BE INSTRUCTED AND EVANGELIZED IN LIKE MANNER. THEREUPON THE SON OF THE GREAT RULER LIT UP IN THE SON OF THE RULER OF THE LOWER SPACE, THE LIGHT WHICH HE HIMSELF HAD HAD KINDLED IN HIM FROM ABOVE FROM THE SONSHIP; AND THUS, THE SON OF THE RULER OF THE HEBDOMAD WAS ILLUMINED, AND PREACHED THE GOSPEL TO THE RULER, WHO IN HIS TURN, LIKE AS THE GREAT RULER BEFORE HIM, FEARED AND CONFESSED [HIS SIN]. AND THEN ALL THINGS IN THE SUBLUNARY SPACES WERE ENLIGHTENED AND HAD THE GOSPEL PREACHED UNTO THEM. THE SONS OF GOD."THEREFORE THE TIME WAS RIPE FOR THE ILLUMINATION OF THE FORMLESSNESS OF OUR OWN WORLD, AND FOR THE MYSTERY TO BE REVEALED TO THE SONSHIP WHICH HAD BEEN LEFT BEHIND IN THE FORMLESSNESS, AS IT WERE TO ONE BORN OUT OF DUE TIME (AN ABORTION) 'THE MYSTERY WHICH WAS NOT KNOWN UNTO FORMER GENERATIONS,' AS IT IS WRITTEN, 'BY REVELATION WAS THE MYSTERY MADE KNOWN UNTO ME,' AND 'I HEARD UNSPEAKABLE WORDS, WHICH IT IS NOT LAWFUL FOR MAN TO UTTER.' "THUS, FROM THE HEBDOMAD, THE LIGHT--WHICH HAD ALREADY COME DOWN FROM ABOVE FROM THE OGDOAD UNTO THE SON OF THE HEBDOMAD--DESCENDED UPON JESUS, SON OF MARY, AND HE WAS ILLUMINED, BEING CAUGHT ON FIRE IN HARMONY WITH THE LIGHT THAT STREAMED INTO HIM. THIS IS THE MEANING OF THE SAYING, 'THE HOLY SPIRIT SHALL COME UPON THEE'--THAT IS TO SAY, THAT WHICH CAME FROM THE SONSHIP THROUGH THE LIMITARY SPIRIT TO THE OGDOAD AND HEBDOMAD, DOWN AS FAR AS MARY [THE BODY]--AND 'THE POWER OF THE HIGHEST SHALL OVERSHADOW THEE'--THAT IS TO SAY, THE DIVINE CREATIVE POWER WHICH COMETH FROM THE [ÆTHERIAL] HEIGHTS ABOVE THROUGH THE DEMIURGOS, WHICH POWER BELONGETH TO THE SON." THE TEXT OF HIPPOLYTUS IS HERE EXCEEDINGLY INVOLVED, AND HE EVIDENTLY DID NOT SEIZE THE THOUGHT OF BASILIDES. THE "SON" APPARENTLY MEANS THE SOUL. THE POWER BELONGS TO THE SOUL AND NOT TO MARY--THE BODY; THE DIVINE CREATIVE POWER MAKING OF MAN A GOD, WHEREAS THE BODY CAN ONLY EXERCISE THE POWER OF PHYSICAL PROCREATION. MOREOVER, JESUS SEEMS TO STAND FOR A TYPE OF EVERY MEMBER OF THE SONSHIP, EVERY SON OF GOD. "FOR THE WORLD SHALL HOLD TOGETHER AND NOT BE DISSOLVED UNTIL THE WHOLE SONSHIP--WHICH HAS BEEN LEFT BEHIND TO BENEFIT THE SOULS IN THE STATE OF FORMLESSNESS, AND TO RECEIVE BENEFITS, BY EVOLVING FORMS FOR THEM [THE SPIRIT REQUIRING A PSYCHIC VEHICLE FOR CONSCIOUS CONTACT WITH THIS PLANE] SHALL FOLLOW AFTER AND IMITATE JESUS, AND HASTEN UPWARD AND COME FORTH PURIFIED. [FOR BY PURIFICATION] IT BECOMETH MOST SUBTLE, SO THAT IT IS ABLE TO SPEED ALOFT THROUGH ITS OWN POWER, EVEN AS THE FIRST SONSHIP; FOR IT HATH ALL ITS POWER NATURALLY CONSUBSISTENT WITH THE LIGHT WHICH SHONE DOWN FROM ABOVE. THE FINAL CONSUMMATION."WHEN, THEN, THE WHOLE SONSHIP SHALL HAVE ASCENDED, AND PASSED BEYOND THE GREAT LIMIT, THE SPIRIT, THEN SHALL THE WHOLE CREATION BECOME THE OBJECT OF THE GREAT MERCY; FOR IT GROANETH UNTIL NOW AND SUFFERETH PAIN AND AWAITETH THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SONS OF GOD, NAMELY THAT ALL THE MEN OF THE SONSHIP MAY ASCEND BEYOND IT [THE CREATION]. AND WHEN THIS SHALL BE AFFECTED, GOD WILL BRING UPON THE WHOLE UNIVERSE THE GREAT IGNORANCE [MAHĀ-PRALAYA], IN ORDER THAT ALL THINGS MAY REMAIN IN THEIR NATURAL CONDITION, AND NOTHING LONG FOR ANYTHING WHICH IS CONTRARY TO ITS NATURE. "THUS ALL THE SOULS OF THIS STATE OF EXISTENCE, WHOSE NATURE IS TO REMAIN IMMORTAL IN THIS STATE OF EXISTENCE ALONE, REMAIN WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE OF ANYTHING DIFFERENT FROM OR BETTER THAN THIS STATE; NOR SHALL THERE BE ANY RUMOUR OR KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS SUPERIOR IN HIGHER STATES, IN ORDER THAT THE LOWER SOULS MAY NOT SUFFER PAIN BY STRIVING AFTER IMPOSSIBLE OBJECTS, JUST AS THOUGH IT WERE FISH LONGING TO FEED ON THE MOUNTAINS WITH SHEEP, FOR SUCH A DESIRE WOULD END IN THEIR DESTRUCTION. ALL THINGS ARE INDESTRUCTIBLE IF THEY REMAIN IN THEIR PROPER CONDITION, BUT SUBJECT TO DESTRUCTION IF THEY DESIRE TO OVERLEAP AND TRANSGRESS THEIR NATURAL LIMITS. "THUS, THE RULER OF THE HEBDOMAD SHALL HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF THE THINGS ABOVE HIM, FOR THE GREAT IGNORANCE SHALL TAKE HOLD OF HIM ALSO, SO THAT SORROW AND PAIN AND LAMENTATION MAY GO FROM HIM. HE SHALL DESIRE NAUGHT OF THINGS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO ATTAIN, AND THUS SHALL SUFFER NO GRIEF. "AND IN LIKE MANNER THE GREAT IGNORANCE SHALL SEIZE UPON THE GREAT RULER OF THE OGDOAD, AND ALSO UPON ALL THE [ÆTHERIAL] CREATIONS WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO HIM IN SIMILAR FASHION, SO THAT NOTHING MAY LONG AFTER ANYTHING CONTRARY TO NATURE AND THUS SUFFER PAIN. "AND THUS, SHALL BE THE RESTORATION OF ALL THINGS, WHICH HAVE HAD THEIR FOUNDATIONS LAID DOWN ACCORDING TO NATURE IN THE SEED OF THE UNIVERSE IN THE BEGINNING, AND WHICH WILL ALL BE RESTORED [TO THEIR ORIGINAL NATURE] IN THEIR APPOINTED CYCLES. "AND THAT EVERYTHING HAS ITS PROPER CYCLE AND TIME, THE SAVIOUR IS SUFFICIENT WITNESS IN THE SAYING, 'MY HOUR HATH NOT YET COME,' AND ALSO THE MAGI IN THEIR OBSERVATION OF HIS STAR. FOR HE ALSO WAS FOREORDAINED IN THE SEED TO BE SUBJECT TO THE NATIVITY OF THE STARS AND THE RETURN OF THE TIME-PERIODS TO THEIR STARTING PLACES." NOW THE SAVIOUR, ACCORDING TO THE BASILIDIAN GNOSIS, WAS THE PERFECTED SPIRITUAL "MAN," WITHIN THE PSYCHIC AND ANIMAL MAN OR SOUL. AND WHEN A MAN REACHES THIS STAGE OF PERFECTION, THE SONSHIP IN HIM LEAVES THE SOUL BEHIND HERE, "THE SOUL BEING NO LONGER MORTAL BUT REMAINING IN ITS NATURAL STATE [THAT IS TO SAY, HAVING BECOME IMMORTAL], JUST AS THE FIRST SONSHIP [LEFT BEHIND] THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE GREAT LIMIT, IN ITS PROPER SPACE OR REGION"; FOR IT IS ONLY THEN ON REACHING PERFECTION, THAT THE REAL "MAN" IS "CLOTHED WITH A PROPER [AND REALLY IMMORTAL] SOUL." JESUS. EVERY PART OF THE CREATION GOES UP A STAGE, AND THE WHOLE SCHEME OF SALVATION IS AFFECTED BY THE SEPARATING FROM THEIR STATE OF CONGLOMERATION THE VARIOUS PRINCIPLES INTO THEIR PROPER STATES; AND JESUS WAS THE FIRST-FRUITS, OR GREAT EXEMPLAR, OF THIS PROCESS. "THUS, HIS PHYSICAL PART DOWN HERE--WHICH BELONGS TO FORMLESS MATTER--ALONE SUFFERED, AND WAS RESTORED TO THE FORMLESS STATE. HIS PSYCHIC VESTURE OR VEHICLE--WHICH BELONGS TO THE HEBDOMAD--AROSE AND WAS RESTORED TO THE HEBDOMAD. THAT VEHICLE IN HIM WHICH WAS OF THE NATURE OF THE HEIGHT OF THE GREAT RULER HE RAISED ALOFT, AND IT REMAINED WITH THE GREAT RULER. MOREOVER, HE RAISED STILL HIGHER THAT WHICH WAS OF THE NATURE OF THE GREAT LIMIT, AND IT REMAINED IN THE LIMITARY SPIRIT. AND IT WAS THUS THROUGH HIM THAT THE THIRD SONSHIP WAS PURIFIED, THE SONSHIP LEFT BEHIND IN THE STATE OF MIXTURE [OR IMPURITY] FOR THE PURPOSE OF HELPING AND BEING HELPED, AND IT PASSED UPWARDS THROUGH ALL OF THESE PURIFIED PRINCIPLES UNTO THE BLESSED SONSHIP ABOVE," THE MAIN IDEA AT THE BACK OF THIS SYSTEM IS THE SEPARATING FORTH, CLASSIFICATION OR RESTORATION OF THE VARIOUS ELEMENTS OR PRINCIPLES CONFUSED IN THE ORIGINAL WORLD-SEED, OR UNIVERSAL PLASM, INTO THEIR PROPER NATURES, BY A PROCESS OF PURIFICATION WHICH BROUGHT UNTO MEN THE GNOSIS OR PERFECTION OF CONSCIOUSNESS. MAN WAS THE CROWN OF THE WORLD-PROCESS, AND THE PERFECTED MAN, THE CHRIST, THE SAVIOUR, WAS THE CROWN OF MANHOOD, AND THEREFORE THE MANIFESTATION OF DEITY, THE SONSHIP. SO FAR HIPPOLYTUS, WHO IN ALL PROBABILITY GIVES US THE OUTLINE OF THE TRUE BASILIDIAN SYSTEM. IT WAS ONLY IN 1851 THAT THE PHILOSOPHUMENA WERE PUBLISHED TO THE WORLD, AFTER THE DISCOVERY OF THE MS. IN ONE OF THE LIBRARIES ON MOUNT ATHOS IN 1842; PRIOR TO THIS NOTHING BUT THE SHORT AND GARBLED SKETCHES OF IRENÆUS AND THE EPITOMATORS WAS KNOWN OF THIS GREAT GNOSTIC'S SUBLIME SPECULATIONS. THE PHILOSOPHUMENA ACCOUNT HAS REVOLUTIONIZED ALL PRIOR VIEWS, AND CHANGED THE WHOLE ENQUIRY, SO THAT THE MISREPRESENTATIONS OF IRENÆUS, OR THOSE OF HIS PRIOR AUTHORITY, ARE NOW REFERRED TO AS "THE SPURIOUS BASILIDIAN SYSTEM." TO THIS WE SHALL REFER LATER ON. MEANTIME LET US TURN TO CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, WHO DEALS PURELY WITH THE ETHICAL SIDE OF THE BASILIDIAN GNOSIS, AND THEREFORE DOES NOT TOUCH THE "METAPHYSICAL" PART--USING THE TERM "METAPHYSICAL" IN THE ARISTOTELIAN SENSE, NAMELY, OF THINGS BEYOND THE HEBDOMAD, THE THINGS OF THE HEBDOMAD OR SUBLUNARY SPACE BEING CALLED "PHYSICS" OR IN THE DOMAIN OF PHYSIS OR NATURE. AS TO MARRIAGE, BASILIDES AND HIS SON ISIDORUS TAUGHT THAT IT WAS NATURAL BUT NOT NECESSARY, AND SEEM TO HAVE TAKEN A MODERATE GROUND BETWEEN THE COMPULSORY ASCETICISM OF SOME SCHOOLS AND THE GLORIFICATION OF PROCREATION BY THE JEWS, WHO TAUGHT THAT "HE WHO IS WITHOUT A WIFE IS NO MAN." AS TO THE APPARENTLY UNDESERVED SUFFERINGS OF MARTYRS, BASILIDES, BASING HIMSELF ON THE DOCTRINES OF REINCARNATION AND KARMAN, WRITES AS FOLLOWS IN BOOK XXIII. OF HIS EXEGETICA: KARMAN AND REINCARNATION."I SAY THAT ALL THOSE WHO FALL INTO THESE SO-CALLED TRIBULATIONS, ARE PEOPLE WHO, ONLY AFTER TRANSGRESSING IN OTHER MATTERS WITHOUT BEING DISCOVERED, ARE BROUGHT TO THIS GOOD END [MARTYRDOM] BY THE KINDNESS OF PROVIDENCE, SO THAT, THE OFFENCES THEY ARE CHARGED WITH BEING QUITE DIFFERENT FROM THOSE THEY HAVE COMMITTED WITHOUT DISCOVERY, THEY DO NOT SUFFER AS CRIMINALS FOR PROVED OFFENCES, REVILED AS ADULTERERS OR MURDERERS, BUT SUFFER MERELY FOR BEING CHRISTIANS; WHICH FACT IS SO CONSOLING TO THEM THAT THEY DO NOT EVEN APPEAR TO SUFFER. AND EVEN THOUGH IT SHOULD HAPPEN THAT ONE COMES TO SUFFER WITHOUT PREVIOUSLY COMMITTING ANY OUTWARD TRANSGRESSION--A VERY RARE CASE--HE WILL NOT SUFFER AT ALL THROUGH ANY PLOT OF ANY [EVIL] POWER, BUT IN EXACTLY THE SAME WAY AS THE BABE WHO APPARENTLY HAS DONE NO ILL. "FOR JUST AS THE BABE, ALTHOUGH IT HAS DONE NO WRONG PREVIOUSLY, OR PRACTICALLY COMMITTED ANY SIN, AND YET HAS THE CAPACITY OF SIN IN IT [FROM ITS FORMER LIVES], WHEN IT SUFFERS, IS ADVANTAGED AND REAPS MANY BENEFITS WHICH OTHERWISE ARE DIFFICULT TO GAIN; IN JUST THE SELFSAME WAY IS IT WITH THE PERFECTLY VIRTUOUS MAN ALSO WHO HAS NEVER SINNED IN DEED, FOR HE HAS STILL THE TENDENCY TO SIN IN HIM; HE HAS NOT COMMITTED ACTUAL SIN [IN THIS LIFE], BECAUSE HE HAS NOT AS YET BEEN PLACED IN THE NECESSARY CIRCUMSTANCES. IN THE CASE EVEN OF SUCH A MAN WE SHOULD NOT BE RIGHT IN SUPPOSING ENTIRE FREEDOM FROM SIN. FOR JUST AS IT IS THE WILL TO COMMIT ADULTERY WHICH CONSTITUTES THE ADULTERER, EVEN THOUGH HE DOES NOT FIND THE OPPORTUNITY OF ACTUALLY COMMITTING ADULTERY, AND THE WILL TO COMMIT MURDER CONSTITUTES THE MURDERER, ALTHOUGH HE MAY NOT BE ACTUALLY ABLE TO EFFECT HIS PURPOSE; FOR JUST THIS REASON IF I SEE SUCH A 'SINLESS' MAN SUFFERING [THE PAINS OF MARTYRDOM], EVEN IF HE HAS ACTUALLY DONE NO SIN, I SHALL SAY THAT HE IS EVIL IN SO FAR AS HE HAS STILL THE WILL TO TRANSGRESS. FOR I WILL SAY ANYTHING RATHER THAN THAT PROVIDENCE IS EVIL." MOREOVER, EVEN IF THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS WERE TO BE FLUNG IN HIS FACE BY THOSE WHO PREFERRED MIRACLE TO LAW, THE STURDY DEFENDER OF THE GNOSIS SAYS THAT HE SHOULD ANSWER: "IF YOU PERMIT, I WILL SAY, HE HAS NOT SINNED; BUT WAS LIKE A BABE SUFFERING." AND IF HE WERE PRESSED EVEN MORE CLOSELY, HE WOULD SAY: "THE MAN YOU NAME IS MAN, BUT GOD [ALONE] IS RIGHTEOUS; FOR 'NO ONE IS PURE FROM POLLUTION,'" AS JOB SAID. MEN SUFFER, SAYS BASILIDES, FROM THEIR DEEDS IN FORMER LIVES; THE "ELECT" SOUL SUFFERS "HONOURABLY" THROUGH MARTYRDOM, BUT SOULS OF ANOTHER NATURE BY OTHER APPROPRIATE PUNISHMENTS. THE "ELECT" SOUL IS EVIDENTLY ONE THAT WILL SUFFER FOR AN IDEAL; IN OTHER WORDS, IT IS POSSESSED OF FAITH, WHICH IS THE "ASSENT OF THE SOUL TO ANY OF THE THINGS WHICH DO NOT EXCITE SENSATION SUCH A SOUL, THEN, "DISCOVERS DOCTRINES WITHOUT DEMONSTRATION BY AN INTELLECTIVE APPREHENSION." THE VULGAR SUPERSTITION OF TRANSMIGRATION, THE PASSING OF A HUMAN SOUL INTO THE BODY OF AN ANIMAL--SO OFTEN CONFUSED BY THE UNINSTRUCTED WITH THE DOCTRINE OF REINCARNATION, WHICH DENIES SUCH A POSSIBILITY--RECEIVED A RATIONAL EXPLANATION AT THE HAND OF THE BASILIDIAN SCHOOL. IT AROSE FROM A CONSIDERATION OF THE ANIMAL NATURE IN MAN, THE ANIMAL SOUL, OR BODY OF DESIRE, THE GROUND IN WHICH THE PASSIONS INHERE; THE DOCTRINE BEING THUS SUMMARIZED BY CLEMENT: THE THEORY OF "APPENDAGES.""THE BASILIDIANS ARE ACCUSTOMED TO GIVE THE NAME OF APPENDAGES [OR ACCRETIONS] TO THE PASSIONS. THESE ESSENCES, THEY SAY, HAVE A CERTAIN SUBSTANTIAL EXISTENCE, AND ARE ATTACHED TO THE RATIONAL SOUL, OWING TO A CERTAIN TURMOIL AND PRIMITIVE CONFUSION." THE WORD TRANSLATED ESSENCES IS LITERALLY "SPIRITS"; CURIOUSLY ENOUGH THE WHOLE ANIMAL SOUL IS CALLED THE "COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT" IN THE PISTIS SOPHIA TREATISE, AND IN THE TIMÆUS OF PLATO THE SAME IDEA IS CALLED "TURMOIL," AS MAY BE SEEN FROM THE COMMENTARY OF PROCLUS. THE PRIMITIVE CONFUSION IS OF COURSE THE CHAOTIC CONGLOMERATION OF THE UNIVERSAL SEED-MIXTURE, AND THE DIFFERENTIATION OF THE "ELEMENTAL ESSENCE" OF SOME MODERN WRITERS ON THEOSOPHY. "ON TO THIS NUCLEUS OTHER BASTARD AND ALIEN NATURES OF THE ESSENCE GROW, SUCH AS THOSE OF THE WOLF, APE, LION, GOAT, ETC. AND WHEN THE PECULIAR QUALITIES OF SUCH NATURES APPEAR ROUND THE SOUL, THEY CAUSE THE DESIRES OF THE SOUL TO BECOME LIKE TO THE SPECIAL NATURES OF THESE ANIMALS, FOR THEY IMITATE THE ACTIONS OF THOSE WHOSE CHARACTERISTICS THEY BEAR. AND NOT ONLY DO HUMAN SOULS THUS INTIMATELY ASSOCIATE THEMSELVES WITH THE IMPULSES AND IMPRESSIONS OF IRRATIONAL ANIMALS, BUT THEY EVEN IMITATE THE MOVEMENTS AND BEAUTIES OF PLANTS, BECAUSE THEY LIKEWISE BEAR THE CHARACTERISTICS OF PLANTS APPENDED TO THEM. NAY, THERE ARE ALSO CERTAIN CHARACTERISTICS [OF MINERALS] SHOWN BY HABITS, SUCH AS THE HARDNESS OF ADAMANT." BUT WE ARE NOT TO SUPPOSE THAT MAN IS COMPOSED OF SEVERAL SOULS, AND THAT IT IS PROPER FOR MAN TO YIELD TO HIS ANIMAL NATURE, AND SEEK EXCUSE FOR HIS MISDEEDS BY SAYING THAT THE FOREIGN ELEMENTS ATTACHED TO HIM HAVE COMPELLED HIM TO SIN; FAR FROM IT, THE CHOICE IS HIS, THE RESPONSIBILITY IS HIS, THE RATIONAL SOUL'S. THUS, IN HIS BOOK, ON AN APPENDED SOUL, ISIDORUS, SON OF BASILIDES, WRITES: "WERE I TO PERSUADE ANYONE THAT THE REAL SOUL IS NOT A UNIT, BUT THAT THE PASSIONS OF THE WICKED MORAL RESPONSIBILITY. ARE OCCASIONED BY THE COMPULSION OF THE APPENDED NATURES, NO COMMON EXCUSE THEN WOULD THE WORTHLESS OF MANKIND HAVE FOR SAYING, 'I WAS COMPELLED, I WAS CARRIED AWAY, I DID IT WITHOUT WISHING TO DO SO, I ACTED UNWILLINGLY'; WHEREAS IT WAS THE MAN HIMSELF WHO LED HIS DESIRE TOWARDS EVIL, AND REFUSED TO BATTLE WITH THE CONSTRAINTS OF THE APPENDAGES. OUR DUTY IS TO SHOW OURSELVES RULERS OVER THE INFERIOR CREATION WITHIN US, GAINING THE MASTERY BY MEANS OF OUR RATIONAL PRINCIPLE." IN OTHER WORDS, THE MAN IS THE SAME MAN, NO MATTER IN WHAT BODY OR VESTURE HE MAY BE; THE VESTURES ARE NOT THE MAN. ONE OF THE GREATEST FESTIVALS OF THE SCHOOL WAS THE CELEBRATION OF THE BAPTISM OF JESUS ON THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF THE EGYPTIAN MONTH TOBE OR TYBI. "THEY OF BASILIDES," SAYS CLEMENT, "CELEBRATE HIS BAPTISM BY A PRELIMINARY NIGHT-SERVICE OF READINGS; AND THEY SAY THAT 'THE FIFTEENTH YEAR OF TIBERIUS CAESAR' MEANS THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH TYBI." IT WAS THEN THAT THE FATHER "IN THE LIKENESS OF A DOVE"--WHICH THEY EXPLAINED AS MEANING THE MINISTER OR HOLY SPIRIT--CAME UPON HIM. IN "THE FIFTEENTH [YEAR] OF TIB[ERIUS]" WE HAVE, THEN, PERHAPS AN INTERESTING GLIMPSE INTO THE WORKSHOP OF THE "HISTORICIZERS." IT IS EVIDENT, THEREFORE, THAT THE BASILIDIANS DID NOT ACCEPT THE ACCOUNTS OF THE CANONICAL GOSPELS LITERALLY, AS HIPPOLYTUS CLAIMS; ON THE CONTRARY, THEY EXPLAINED SUCH INCIDENTS AS HISTORICIZED LEGENDS OF INITIATION, THE PROCESS OF WHICH IS MAGNIFICENTLY WORKED OUT IN THE PISTIS SOPHIA TREATISE, TO WHICH I MUST REFER THE READER FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. A TRACE OF ZOROASTRIANISM.WE LEARN FROM AGRIPPA CASTOR, AS PRESERVED BY EUSEBIUS, THAT BASILIDES IMPOSED A SILENCE OF FIVE YEARS ON HIS DISCIPLES, AS WAS THE CUSTOM IN THE PYTHAGOREAN SCHOOL, AND THAT HE AND HIS SCHOOL SET GREAT STORE BY THE WRITINGS OF A CERTAIN BARCABBAS AND BARCOPH, AND BY OTHER BOOKS OF ORIENTALS. SCHOLARS ARE OF OPINION THAT BARCABBAS AND BARCOPH, AND THEIR VARIANTS, POINT TO THE CYCLE OF ZOROASTRIAN LITERATURE WHICH IS NOW LOST, BUT WHICH WAS IN GREAT FAVOUR AMONG MANY GNOSTIC COMMUNITIES. IT MUST HAVE BEEN THAT AMONG THE LEARNED JEWS AND ESSENES, AFTER THE RETURN FROM BABYLONIA, AND ALSO AMONG THE THEOSOPHICALLY MINDED OF THE TIME, THE TRADITIONS OF THE MAGI AND OF THE GREAT IRANIAN FAITH WERE AN IMPORTANT PART OF ECLECTIC AND SYNCRETISTIC RELIGION. THE AVESTA-LITERATURE THAT HAS COME DOWN TO US IS SAID TO BE A RECOVERY FRONT MEMORY OF A VERY SMALL PORTION OF THE GREAT LIBRARY OF PERSEPOLIS, DESTROYED BY THE "ACCURSED ALEXANDER," AS PĀRSĪ TRADITION HAS IT. AND IT SEEMS EXCEEDINGLY PROBABLE, AS CUMONT HAS SHOWN IN HIS JUST-PUBLISHED MONUMENTAL WORK ON THE SUBJECT, THAT THE MITHRIAC MYSTERY-TRADITION CONTAINS AS AUTHENTIC A TRADITION AS THE PĀRSĪ LINE OF DESCENT, AND THROWS A BRILLIANT LIGHT ON THE ZOROASTRIANISM WITH WHICH GNOSTICISM WAS IN CONTACT. SUCH, THEN, IS ALL THAT CAN BE DEDUCED OF THE REAL BASILIDIAN SYSTEM FROM THE WRITINGS OF HIPPOLYTUS AND CLEMENS ALEXANDRINUS, WHO RESPECTIVELY SELECTED ONLY SUCH POINTS AS THEY THOUGHT THEMSELVES CAPABLE OF REFUTING; THAT IS TO SAY, SUCH FEATURES OF THE SYSTEM AS THEY CONSIDERED MOST ERRONEOUS. TO THE STUDENT OF COMPARATIVE RELIGION, IT IS EVIDENT THAT BOTH CHURCH FATHERS MISUNDERSTOOD THE TENETS THEY QUOTED, SEEING THAT EVEN SUCH HOSTILELY SELECTED PASSAGES EASILY FALL INTO THE GENERAL SCHEME OF UNIVERSAL THEOSOPHY, ONCE THEY ARE TAKEN OUT OF THE SETTING OF PATRISTIC REFUTATION, AND ALLOWED TO STAND ON THEIR OWN MERITS. IT IS THEREFORE A MATTER OF DEEP REGRET THAT THE WRITINGS OF THE SCHOOL HAVE BEEN LOST OR DESTROYED; THEY WOULD DOUBTLESS HAVE THROWN MUCH LIGHT NOT ONLY ON CHRISTIAN THEOSOPHY BUT ALSO ON THE OBSCURE HISTORY OF THE ORIGINS. THE SPURIOUS SYSTEM. IT NOW REMAINS FOR US TO REFER BRIEFLY TO THE "SPURIOUS" BASILIDIAN SYSTEM. THE FOLLOWING POINTS ARE TAKEN FROM IRENÆUS AND THE EPITOMATORS, AND ARE ANOTHER PROOF OF THE UNRELIABILITY OF IRENÆUS, THE SHEET-ANCHOR OF ORTHODOX HÆRESIOLOGY. THE SERIES OF WRITERS AND COPYISTS TO WHICH WE REFER, HAD EVIDENTLY NO FIRST-HAND INFORMATION OF THE TEACHING OF BASILIDES, AND MERELY RETAILED WHATEVER FANTASTIC NOTIONS POPULAR RUMOUR AND HEARSAY ATTRIBUTED TO THE SCHOOL. THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE CONFECTION THUS BREWED ARE AS FOLLOWS. THE GOD OF THE BASILIDIANS, THEY SAID, WAS A CERTAIN ABRAXAS OR ABRASAX, WHO WAS THE RULER OF THEIR FIRST HEAVEN, OF WHICH HEAVENS THERE WERE NO LESS THAN 365. THIS POWER WAS SO DENOMINATED BECAUSE THE SUM OF THE NUMERICAL VALUES OF THE GREEK LETTERS IN THE NAME ABRASAX CAME TO 365, THE NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE YEAR. WE LEARN, HOWEVER, FROM HIPPOLYTUS (II.) THAT THIS PART OF THE SYSTEM HAD TO DO WITH A FAR LOWER STAGE OF CREATION THAN THE GOD BEYOND ALL. IT IS NOT, HOWEVER, CLEAR WHETHER THE ABRASAX IDEA IS TO BE IDENTIFIED WITH THE GREAT RULER OF THE OGDOAD, OR THE RULER OF THE HEBDOMAD AND THE REGION OF THE "PROASTEIOI UP TO THE ÆTHER." IN ANY CASE THE 365 "HEAVENS" PERTAINED TO THE ASTROLOGICAL AND GENETICAL CONSIDERATIONS OF EGYPTIAN AND CHALDÆAN OCCULT SCIENCE, AND REPRESENTED FROM ONE POINT OF VIEW THE 365 "ASPECTS" OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES (DURING THE YEAR), AS REFLECTED ON THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH'S "ATMOSPHERE" OR ENVELOPE, WHICH EXTENDED AS FAR AS THE MOON. NOW IT IS CURIOUS TO NOTICE THAT IN THE PISTIS SOPHIA TREATISE THE MYSTERIES OF EMBRYOLOGY ARE CONSUMMATED BY A HIERARCHY OF ELEMENTAL POWERS, OR BUILDERS, 365 IN NUMBER, WHO FOLLOW THE DICTATES OF THE KARMIC LAW, AND FASHION THE NEW BODY IN ACCORDANCE WITH PAST DEEDS. THE WHOLE IS SET FORTH IN GREAT DETAIL, AND ALSO THE ASTROLOGICAL SCHEME OF THE ONE RULER OF THE FOUR, WHICH IN THEIR TURN EACH RULE OVER NINETY, MAKING IN ALL 365 POWERS. NOT TILL SCHWARTZE TRANSLATED THIS TREATISE FROM THE COPTIC, IN 1853, WAS ANY CERTAIN LIGHT THROWN ON THE ABRASAX IDEA, AND THIS JUST TWO YEARS AFTER MILLER IN 1851 PUBLISHED HIS EDITION OF THE PHILOSOPHUMENA, AND THUS SUPPLIED THE MATERIAL FOR PROVING THAT THE HITHERTO UNIVERSAL OPINION THAT THE "ABRASAX" WAS THE BASILIDIAN NAME FOR THE GOD OVER ALL, WAS A GROSS ERROR BASED ON IGNORANCE OR MISREPRESENTATION. IT IS ALSO TO BE NOTICED THAT THE ANCIENT ANONYMOUS TREATISE WHICH FILLS THE SUPERIOR MS. OF THE CODEX BRUCIANUS, MAKES GREAT USE OF THE NUMBER 365 AMONG ITS ENDLESS HIERARCHIES, BUT NOWHERE MENTIONS THE NAME ABRASAX. THE ELEMENTAL FORCES WHICH FASHION THE BODY ARE THE LOWEST SERVANTS OF THE KARMIC LAW. IT WAS PRESUMABLY THESE LOWEST POWERS THAT MADE UP THE ABRASAX OF THE POPULACE. THE GOD OVER ALL IS THE SUPREME RULER OF AN ENDLESS GALAXY OF RULERS, GODS, ARCHANGELS, AUTHORITIES, AND POWERS, ALL OF THEM SUPERIOR TO THE 365. IN FACT, THE MYSTERIES OF THE UNSEEN WORLD WERE SO INTRICATE IN DETAIL, THAT EVEN THOSE WHO DEVOTED THEIR LIVES TO THEM WITH UNWEARIED CONSTANCY COULD SCARCELY UNDERSTAND SOME OF THE LOWER PROCESSES, ALTHOUGH THE GENERAL IDEA WAS SIMPLE ENOUGH; AND THUS BASILIDES IMPOSED A SILENCE OF FIVE YEARS ON HIS DISCIPLES, AND DECLARED THAT "ONLY ONE OUT OF 1,000, AND TWO OUT OF 10,000," COULD REALLY RECEIVE THE GNOSIS, WHICH WAS THE CONSUMMATION OF MANY LIVES OF EFFORT. CURIOUSLY ENOUGH THIS VERY PHRASE IS ALSO FOUND IN THE PISTIS SOPHIA TREATISE. THE TERM ABRASAX IS WELL KNOWN TO STUDENTS OF GNOSTICISM, BECAUSE OF THE NUMBER OF GEMS ON WHICH IT IS FOUND, AND WHICH ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THE FOLLOWERS OF BASILIDES; IN ADDITION TO THE GREAT CONTINENTAL SCHOLARS WHO HAVE TREATED THE MATTER, IN THIS COUNTRY KING HAS DEVOTED MUCH OF HIS TREATISE TO THE SUBJECT. THE BEST AND LATEST AUTHORITIES, HOWEVER, ARE OF OPINION "THAT THERE IS NO TANGIBLE EVIDENCE FOR ATTRIBUTING ANY KNOWN GEMS TO BASILIDIANISM OR ANY OTHER FORM OF GNOSTICISM." ABRASAX.IN FACT, IN THE ABRASAX MATTER, AS IN ALL OTHER THINGS, GNOSTICISM FOLLOWED ITS NATURAL TENDENCY OF GOING "ONE BETTER," TO USE A COLLOQUIALISM, ON EVERY FORM OF BELIEF, OR EVEN SUPERSTITION. DOUBTLESS THE IGNORANT POPULACE HAD LONG BEFORE BELIEVED IN ABRASAX AS THE GREAT POWER WHICH GOVERNED BIRTH AND EVERYDAY AFFAIRS, ACCORDING TO ASTROLOGICAL NOTIONS; TALISMANS, INVOCATIONS, AND THE REST OF THE APPARATUS WHICH THE VULGAR MIND EVER CLAMOURS FOR IN SOME FORM OR OTHER, WERE ALL INSCRIBED WITH THIS POTENT "NAME OF POWER." BEHIND THE SUPERSTITION, HOWEVER, THERE LAY CERTAIN OCCULT FACTS, OF THE REAL NATURE OF WHICH, OF COURSE, THE VULGAR ASTROLOGERS AND TALISMAN-MAKERS WERE NATURALLY IGNORANT. THERE FACTS, HOWEVER, SEEM TO HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO THE DOCTORS OF THE GNOSIS, AND THEY ACCORDINGLY FOUND THE PROPER PLACE FOR THEM IN THEIR UNIVERSAL SYSTEMS. THUS ABRASAX, THE GREAT GOD OF THE IGNORANT, WAS PLACED AMONG THE LOWER HIERARCHIES OF THE GNOSIS, AND THE POPULAR IDEA OF HIM WAS ASSIGNED TO THE LOWEST BUILDING POWERS OF THE PHYSICAL BODY. AS TO THE REST OF THE "SPURIOUS SYSTEM" THERE IS NOTHING OF INTEREST TO RECORD; WE CANNOT, HOWEVER, OMIT THE SILLIEST TALE TOLD AGAINST THE BASILIDIANS, WHICH WAS AS FOLLOWS. THEY ARE SAID TO HAVE BELIEVED THAT AT THE CRUCIFIXION JESUS CHANGED BODIES WITH SIMON OF CYRENE, AND THEN, WHEN HIS SUBSTITUTE HUNG IN AGONY, STOOD AND MOCKED AT THOSE HE HAD TRICKED--WITH WHICH COCK-AND-BULL STORY WE MAY COME OUT OF THE IRENÆIC "STORE-HOUSE OF GNOSTICISM" FOR A BREATHING SPACE. OF THE HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL WE KNOW NOTHING BEYOND THE FACT THAT EPIPHANIUS, AT THE END OF THE FOURTH CENTURY, STILL MET WITH STUDENTS OF THE BASILIDIAN GNOSIS IN THE NOMES WEST OF THE DELTA, FROM MEMPHIS TO THE SEA. IT SEEMS MORE PROBABLE, HOWEVER, THAT THE SCHOOL CONTINUED IN THE MAIN STREAM OF GNOSTICISM OF THE LATTER HALF OF THE SECOND CENTURY, AND WAS AT THE BACK OF THE GREAT VALENTINIAN MOVEMENT OF WHICH WE HAVE NEXT TO TREAT. INDEED, IT IS VERY PROBABLE THAT THE FOLLOWERS OF THIS, THE MAIN STREAM OF THE GNOSIS, WOULD HAVE WARMLY RESENTED BEING CLASSED AS "THEM OF BASILIDES" OR "THEM OF [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] VALENTINUS"; THEY DOUBTLESS REGARDED THESE TEACHERS AS HANDERS-ON OF A LIVING TRADITION, EACH IN HIS OWN WAY, AND NOT AS SEVERALLY INSPIRED REVEALERS OF NEW DOCTRINES.
THE VALENTINIAN MOVEMENT
THE "GREAT UNKNOWN" OF GNOSTICISM.BEHIND THE WHOLE VALENTINIAN MOVEMENT STANDS THE COMMANDING AND MYSTERIOUS FIGURE OF VALENTINUS HIMSELF, UNIVERSALLY ACKNOWLEDGED TO HAVE BEEN THE GREATEST OF THE GNOSTICS. HIS LEARNING AND ELOQUENCE ARE ADMITTED, EVEN BY HIS BITTEREST OPPONENTS, TO HAVE BEEN OF A MOST EXTRAORDINARY NATURE, AND NO WORD HAS EVER BEEN BREATHED AGAINST HIS MORAL CHARACTER. AND YET, WHEN WE COME TO ANALYZE THE CHAOS OF "INFORMATION" WHICH PATRISTIC WRITERS HAVE LEFT US ON THE SUBJECT OF SO-CALLED VALENTINIANISM, WE FIND THE MYSTERIOUS CHARACTER OF THE GREAT MASTER OF THE GNOSIS EVER RECEDING BEFORE OUR RESPECTFUL CURIOSITY; HE WHO HAS BEEN MADE TO GIVE HIS NAME TO THE REMODELLING OF THE WHOLE STRUCTURE, STILL REMAINS THE "GREAT UNKNOWN" OF GNOSTICISM. WE KNOW NOTHING CERTAIN OF HIM AS A MAN, NOTHING DEFINITE OF HIM AS A WRITER, EXCEPT THE FEW MUTILATED SCRAPS WHICH HÆRESIOLOGICAL POLEMICS HAVE VOUCHSAFED TO US. (I AM OF COURSE LEAVING ASIDE ENTIRELY THE VEXED QUESTION OF, I WILL NOT SAY THE AUTHORSHIP, BUT THE COMPILATION, OF THE TREATISES IN THE ASKEW AND BRUCE CODICES. MY OWN OPINION IS THAT WE OWE A GREAT PART OF THESE ELABORATIONS TO VALENTINUS; NOT THAT I THINK THIS CAN BE PROVED IN ANY SATISFACTORY FASHION WITH THE PRESENT SCANTY SOURCES OF INFORMATION OPEN TO US. ON THE CONTRARY, HOWEVER, I DO NOT SEE HOW IT IS TO BE DISPROVED. IT IS VERY STRANGE THAT, IN SPITE OF THE UNIVERSALLY ADMITTED TRANSCENDENCY OF VALENTINUS, NO ONE OF HIS WORKS HAS BEEN PRESERVED TO US. THEY ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN EXCEEDINGLY INTRICATE AND DIFFICULT; THEY ARE FURTHER SAID TO HAVE BEEN SYNTHESES AND SYMPHONIES AS IT WERE OF PRIOR FORMULATIONS OF THE GNOSIS. NOW DISTINCTLY THIS IS NOT THE CASE WITH THE OUTLINE OF THE BEST-KNOWN SYSTEM ASCRIBED TO "THEM OF VALENTINUS" BY THE CHURCH FATHERS. WHEREAS IT IS PATENTLY THE CASE WITH THE TREATISES IN COPTIC TRANSLATIONS; THEY COULD HAVE BEEN ELABORATED BY NO ONE BUT THE STOUTEST-HEADED AMONG THE GNOSTICS--AND THE BEST HEAD-PIECE OF THEM ALL IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN ON THE SHOULDERS OF VALENTINUS.) IN SPITE OF THIS APPALLING IGNORANCE OF THE MAN AND HIS TEACHINGS, THE SO-CALLED VALENTINIAN GNOSIS IS THE PIÈCE DE RÉSISTANCE OF NEARLY EVERY HÆRESIOLOGICAL TREATISE. WE SHALL, THEREFORE, HAVE TO TRESPASS ON THE PATIENCE OF THE READER FOR A SHORT SPACE, WHILE WE SET UP A FEW FINGER-POSTS IN THE MAZE OF VALENTINIANISM, AS SEEN THROUGH THE EYES OF ITS PATRISTIC OPPONENTS. WE SHOULD MOREOVER ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT "VALENTINIANISM," SO FAR FROM BEING A SINGLE SEPARATE FORMULATION OF THE GNOSIS, WAS THE MAIN STREAM OF GNOSTICISM SIMPLY RECHRISTENED BY THE NAME OF ITS GREATEST LEADER. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE FEW FRAGMENTS TO WHICH WE HAVE REFERRED, ALL THAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN "THEM OF VALENTINUS."BY THE FATHERS REFERS TO THE TEACHINGS OF "THEM OF VALENTINUS," AND EVEN THEN, IT IS BUT VERY RARELY THAT WE HAVE AN UNMUTILATED QUOTATION FROM ANY WRITTEN WORK OF THEIRS; FOR THE MOST PART IT ALL CONSISTS OF FRAGMENTS TORN FROM THEIR CONTEXTS, OR MERE HEARSAY. NOW THE FOLLOWERS OF VALENTINUS WERE NO SLAVISH DISCIPLES WHO COULD DO NOTHING ELSE BUT REPEAT PARROT-LIKE THE "WORDS OF THE MASTER"; THE IPSE DIXIT SPIRIT WAS FAR FROM THEIR INDEPENDENT GENIUS. EACH OF THEM THOUGHT OUT THE DETAILS OF THE SCHEME OF UNIVERSAL PHILOSOPHY IN HIS OWN FASHION. TRUE THAT BY THIS TIME THE PRESENTATION OF THE GNOSIS, FROM BEING OF A MOST DIVERSE NATURE, HAD BECOME MORE SETTLED IN ITS MAIN FEATURES, AND PERHAPS VALENTINUS MAY HAVE INITIATED THIS SYNTHETICIZING TENDENCY, THOUGH IT IS FAR MORE PROBABLE THAT HE DEVELOPED AND PERFECTED IT; NEVERTHELESS IT WAS STILL ENORMOUSLY FREE AND INDEPENDENT IN INNUMERABLE DETAILS OF A VERY FAR-REACHING CHARACTER, AND ITS ADHERENTS WERE IMBUED WITH THAT SPIRIT OF RESEARCH, DISCOVERY, AND ADAPTATION WHICH EVER MARKS A PERIOD OF SPIRITUAL AND INTELLECTUAL LIFE. THUS, WE UNDERSTAND THE COMPLAINT OF IRENÆUS, WHO LAMENTS THAT HE NEVER COULD FIND TWO VALENTINIANS WHO AGREED TOGETHER. AND IF THIS BE SO, WHAT GOOD IS THERE IN ANY LONGER TALKING OF THE "VALENTINIAN SYSTEM"? WE KNOW NEXT TO NOTHING FROM THE CHURCH FATHERS OF THE "SYSTEM" OF VALENTINUS HIMSELF; AS TO HIS FOLLOWERS, EACH INTRODUCED NEW MODIFICATIONS, WHICH WE CAN NO LONGER FOLLOW IN THE CONFUSED REPRESENTATIONS OF THE CHURCH FATHERS, WHO MAKE THEM FLATLY CONTRADICT NOT ONLY ONE ANOTHER, BUT ALSO THEMSELVES. FROM THE PHILOSOPHUMENA, PUBLISHED IN 1851, WE FIRST HEARD OF AN EASTERN AND WESTERN (ANATOLIC THE SO-CALLED EASTERN AND WESTERN SCHOOLS. AND ITALIC) DIVISION OF THE SCHOOL OF VALENTINUS, THUS EXPLAINING THE TITLE SUPERSCRIBED TO THE EXTRACTS FROM THEODOTUS APPENDED, IN THE ONLY MṢ. OF THEM WE POSSESS, TO THE MISCELLANIES OF CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA. A GREAT DEAL HAS BEEN MADE OF THIS; THE MEAGRE DIFFERENCES OF DOCTRINE OF THE ANATOLIC AND ITALIC SCHOOLS OF VALENTINIANISM INDICATED BY HIPPOLYTUS (II.) HAVE BEEN SEIZED UPON BY CRITICISM, AND HAD THEIR BACKS BROKEN BY THE WEIGHT OF ARGUMENT WHICH HAS BEEN PILED UPON THEM. BUT WHEN LIPSIUS DEMONSTRATES THAT THE EXTRACTS FROM THEODOTUS, WHICH CLAIM IN THEIR SUPERSCRIPTION TO BELONG TO THE EASTERN SCHOOL, ARE, FOLLOWING THE INDICATIONS OF HIPPOLYTUS, HALF EASTERN AND HALF WESTERN, THE ORDINARY STUDENT HAS TO HOLD HIS HEAD TIGHTLY ON TO HIS SHOULDERS, AND ABANDON ALL HOPE OF LIGHT FROM THE DIVISION OF VALENTINIANISM INTO ANATOLIC AND ITALIC SCHOOLS, IN THE PRESENT STATE OF OUR IGNORANCE;--UNLESS INDEED WE SIMPLY ASSUME THAT THEY WERE ORIGINALLY PURELY GEOGRAPHICAL DESIGNATIONS, TO WHICH IN LATER TIMES A DOCTRINAL SIGNIFICATION WAS UNSUCCESSFULLY ATTEMPTED TO BE GIVEN. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO SURE INDICATION OF THE DATE OF VALENTINUS HIMSELF, IT MAY BE CONJECTURED TO EXTEND FROM ABOUT A.D. 100 TO A.D. 180, AS WILL BE SEEN LATER ON. OF THE OTHER LEADERS OF THE MOVEMENT, THE EARLIEST WITH WHOSE NAMES WE ARE ACQUAINTED, ARE SECUNDUS THE LEADERS OF THE MOVEMENT. AND MARCUS. NOW MARCUS HIMSELF HAD A LARGE FOLLOWING AS EARLY AS 150; HIS FOLLOWERS WERE NOT CALLED VALENTINIANS BUT MARCOSIANS, OR MARCIANS, AND WHAT WE KNOW OF HIS SYSTEM DIFFERS ENORMOUSLY FROM THOSE OF THE REST OF "THEM OF VALENTINUS." MARCUS IS SOMETIMES SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN A CONTEMPORARY OF IRENÆUS, BUT THIS IS ONLY ON THE SUPPOSITION THAT IRENÆUS, IN USING THE SECOND PERSON IN HIS HORTATORY AND ADMONITORY PASSAGES, IS ADDRESSING A LIVING PERSON, AND NOT EMPLOYING THE "THOU" AS A MERE RHETORICAL EFFECT, AS TERTULLIAN WITH MARCION. NEXT, YEARS LATER, WE COME TO PTOLEMÆUS, WHO AGAIN IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN A CONTEMPORARY OF IRENÆUS SOMEWHERE ABOUT A.D. 180. IRENÆUS HAD CERTAINLY NO PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF PTOLEMÆUS, AND DEALT FOR THE MOST PART WITH HIS FOLLOWERS, WHO ARE SAID TO HAVE DIFFERED GREATLY FROM THEIR TEACHER. LATER STILL IS HERACLEON, WHOM CLEMENT (C. 193) CALLS THE MOST DISTINGUISHED OF THE DISCIPLES OF VALENTINUS. BOTH HERACLEON AND PTOLEMÆUS, HOWEVER, ARE KNOWN NOT SO MUCH FOR THE EXPOSITION OF A SYSTEM AS FOR THE EXEGETICAL TREATMENT OF SCRIPTURE FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE GNOSIS OF THEIR TIME. STILL LATER, AND AS LATE AS, SAY, ABOUT 220, AXIONICUS AND BARDESANES FLOURISHED, THE FORMER OF WHOM TAUGHT AT ANTIOCH, AND THE LATTER STILL FARTHER EAST. THEY ARE THEREFORE CALLED, BY SOME, HEADS OF THE ANATOLIC OR ORIENTAL SCHOOL. THEODOTUS, FROM WHOM THE EXCERPTS APPENDED TO CLEMENT'S MISCELLANIES WERE TAKEN, WAS OF COURSE FAR EARLIER IN DATE, BUT OF HIM WE KNOW NOTHING [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] WE ALSO HEAR OF A CERTAIN THEOTIMUS AND ALEXANDER, WHO ARE EARLIER THAN 220. IN BRIEF, THE INFLUENCE OF VALENTINUS SPREAD FAR AND WIDE, FROM EGYPT EASTWARDS TO SYRIA, ASIA MINOR AND MESOPOTAMIA, AND WESTWARDS TO ROME, GAUL, AND EVEN SPAIN. A SHORT REVIEW OF THE TEACHINGS ASCRIBED TO THESE DOCTORS OF THE GNOSIS WILL BRING OUR TASK TO A CLOSE, THE SYNTHETICIZING OF THE GNOSIS. AS FAR AS THE INDIRECT SOURCES OF GNOSTICISM FOR THE FIRST TWO CENTURIES ARE CONCERNED. BUT THE FACT WE WOULD AGAIN INSIST UPON IS, THAT WE ARE FACE TO FACE WITH A GREAT MOVEMENT AND NOT A SINGLE SYSTEM. ON THE ONE HAND, SUCH OLDER FORMS OF THE GNOSIS AS HAD BEEN EXCEEDINGLY ANTAGONISTIC TO JUDAISM FOUND A LOGICAL OUTCOME IN THE GREAT MARCIONITE MOVEMENT, WHICH CUT CHRISTIANITY ENTIRELY APART FROM JUDAISM; ON THE OTHER, A BASIS OF RECONCILIATION WAS SOUGHT BY THE MORE MODERATE AND MYSTICAL VIEWS OF THE MOVEMENT NOW HEADED BY VALENTINUS, WHICH FOUND ROOM FOR EVERY VIEW IN ITS ALL-EMBRACING UNIVERSALITY, AND EXPLAINED AWAY CONTRADICTIONS BY MEANS OF THAT INNER SECRET TEACHING WHICH WAS CLAIMED TO HAVE COME FROM THE SAVIOUR HIMSELF. THE MAIN OUTLINE OF THE MOVEMENT OF CONCILIATION, WHICH PRESUMABLY HAD ALWAYS BEEN THE ATTITUDE OF THE INNERMOST CIRCLES, IS PERHAPS TO BE MOST CLEARLY SEEN TO-DAY IN THE SYSTEM OF BASILIDES, BUT THOSE INFINITE SPACES, WHICH EITHER BASILIDES HIMSELF LEFT UNFILLED, OR HIPPOLYTUS (II.) HAS OMITTED TO MENTION IN HIS QUOTATIONS, WERE ALSO PEOPLED WITH AN INFINITUDE OF CREATIONS AND CREATURES BY THE GENIUS OF THE GNOSTICS, WHO COULD BROOK NO DEFICIENCY IN THE EXPOSITION OF THEIR UNIVERSAL SCIENCE. INTO THIS GENERAL OUTLINE, OR ONE CLOSELY RESEMBLING IT, THEY FITTED THE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE ANCIENT GNOSIS AND THE POSTULATES OF THE OLD RELIGIONS AND PHILOSOPHIES, ADOPTING THESE WORLD-OLD IDEAS, AND ADAPTING THEM BY THE LIGHT OF THE NEW REVELATION, RETAINING SOMETIMES THE OLD NAMES, MORE FREQUENTLY INVENTING NEW ONES. THIS SYNTHETICIZING OF THE GNOSIS WAS MAINLY DUE TO THE INITIATIVE OF THE GENIUS OF VALENTINUS. HIS TECHNICAL WORKS, AS WE HAVE OBSERVED ABOVE, ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN MOST ABSTRUSE AND DIFFICULT OF COMPREHENSION, AS WELL THEY MIGHT BE FROM THE NATURE OF THE TASK HE ATTEMPTED. WHAT HAS BECOME OF THESE WRITINGS? NO CHURCH FATHER SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN ACQUAINTED WITH A SINGLE ONE OF HIS TECHNICAL TREATISES; AT BEST WE HAVE ONLY A FEW ETHICAL FRAGMENTS FROM LETTERS AND HOMILIES. BUT WHAT OF HIS OWN FOLLOWERS, WHOM CHURCH FATHERS AND CRITICS MAKE RESPONSIBLE FOR A CERTAIN VALENTINIAN SYSTEM OF A MOST CHAOTIC NATURE? WERE THEY IN POSSESSION OF MSS. OF VALENTINUS; OR DID THEY DEPEND ON GENERAL NOTIONS DERIVED FROM HIS LECTURES? DID VALENTINUS WORK OUT A CONSISTENT SCHEME OF THE GNOSIS; OR DID HE SET FORTH SEVERAL ALTERNATIVES, OWING TO THE DIFFICULTY OF THE MATTER, AND THE INNUMERABLE POINTS OF VIEW FROM WHICH IT COULD BE ENVISAGED? IF THE PISTIS SOPHIA DOCUMENT AND THE OTHER TWO CODICES CAN BE MADE TO THROW ANY LIGHT ON THE MATTER, IT WILL BE A PRECIOUS ACQUISITION TO OUR KNOWLEDGE OF THIS MOST IMPORTANT EPOCH; IF NOT, WE MUST BE CONTENT TO REMAIN IN THE DARK UNTIL SOME FRESH DOCUMENT IS DISCOVERED. MEANTIME WE MUST CONFINE OUR ATTENTION TO THE CERTAIN TRACES OF VALENTINUS AND THE GENERAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION. MOVEMENT; BUT BEFORE DOING SO, WE MUST BRIEFLY REVIEW OUR AUTHORITIES AMONG THE FATHERS. IN THIS REVIEW I SHALL MOSTLY FOLLOW LIPSIUS, WHO IS NOT ONLY ONE OF THE BEST AUTHORITIES ON THE SUBJECT (ART. IN S. AND W.'S DICT. OF CHRIST. BIOG., 1887), BUT WHO LONG AGO INAUGURATED THE ADMIRABLE CRITICAL INVESTIGATIONS INTO OUR GNOSTIC SOURCES OF INFORMATION, BY HIS ANALYSIS OF THE PANARION OF EPIPHANIUS. TERTULLIAN INFORMS US THAT PRIOR TO HIMSELF NO FEWER THAN FOUR ORTHODOX CHAMPIONS HAD UNDERTAKEN THE REFUTATION OF THE VALENTINIANS: NAMELY, JUSTIN MARTYR, MILTIADES, IRENÆUS AND THE MONTANIST PROCULUS. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE FIVE BOOKS OF IRENÆUS, THE REST OF THESE CONTROVERSIAL WRITINGS ARE LOST. IRENÆUS WROTE HIS TREATISE SOMEWHERE ABOUT A.D. 185-195. HE DEVOTES MOST OF HIS FIRST BOOK TO THE VALENTINIANS EXCLUSIVELY, AND ISOLATED NOTICES ARE FOUND IN THE REMAINING FOUR BOOKS. IRENÆUS CLAIMS TO HAVE COME ACROSS CERTAIN MEMORANDA OF THE VALENTINIANS AND HAD CONVERSATIONS WITH SOME OF THEIR NUMBER. BUT THESE NOTES BELONGED ONLY TO THE FOLLOWERS OF PTOLEMÆUS, AND ONLY ONE SHORT FRAGMENT IS ASCRIBED TO A WRITING OF PTOLEMÆUS HIMSELF. THE PERSONAL CONVERSATIONS WERE ALSO HELD WITH FOLLOWERS OF THE SAME TEACHER, PRESUMABLY IN THE RHONE DISTRICT—NOT EXACTLY A FERTILE SOIL IN WHICH TO IMPLANT THE ABSTRUSE TENETS OF THE GNOSIS, WE SHOULD THINK, IN SPITE OF THE "MARTYRS OF LYONS." IN DEALING WITH MARCUS, IRENÆUS DERIVED HIS INFORMATION FOR THE MOST PART FROM THE SAME UNRELIABLE ORAL COMMUNICATIONS, BUT HE SEEMS ALSO TO HAVE BEEN IN POSSESSION OF A MEMOIR OF A MARCOSIAN; MARCUS HIMSELF LIVING AND WORKING FAR AWAY IN ASIA MINOR YEARS BEFORE. IN CHAPTER XI. IRENÆUS PROFESSES TO GIVE THE TEACHING OF VALENTINUS HIMSELF; BUT HERE HE IS SIMPLY COPYING FROM THE WORK OF A PRIOR REFUTATOR. LIPSIUS ALSO POINTS OUT THAT IRENÆUS DREW SOME OF HIS OPENING STATEMENTS FROM THE SAME SOURCE AS CLEMENT IN THE EXCERPTS FROM THEODOTUS. FROM ALL OF WHICH IT FOLLOWS THAT WE ARE FACE TO FACE WITH A MOST PROVOKING PATCH-WORK, AND THAT THE SYSTEM OF VALENTINUS HIMSELF IS NOT TO BE FOUND IN THE REFUTATION BY THE BISHOP OF LYONS. OUR NEXT SOURCE OF INFORMATION IS TO BE FOUND IN THE EXCERPTS FROM THE OTHERWISE UNKNOWN THEODOTUS, WHICH ARE SUPPOSED BY LIPSIUS TO HAVE PROBABLY FORMED PART OF THE FIRST BOOK OF CLEMENT'S LOST WORK, THE OUTLINES. THESE EXCERPTS "HAVE BEEN DISLOCATED AND THEIR ORIGINAL COHERENCE BROKEN UP" IN SO VIOLENT A MANNER, AND SO INTERSPERSED WITH "COUNTER-OBSERVATIONS AND INDEPENDENT DISCUSSIONS" BY CLEMENT HIMSELF, THAT IT IS EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT TO FORM A JUDGMENT UPON THEM. WHEN, MOREOVER, LIPSIUS ASSIGNS PART OF THESE EXTRACTS TO THE ORIENTAL AND PART TO THE OCCIDENTAL SCHOOL, HE PRACTICALLY BIDS US ERASE THE SUPERSCRIPTION WHICH HAS ALWAYS BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH THEM--NAMELY, EXTRACTS FROM THE (BOOKS) OF THEODOTUS AND THE SO-CALLED ANATOLIC SCHOOL. IN ANY CASE, WE ARE AGAIN FACE TO FACE WITH ANOTHER PATCH-WORK. HIPPOLYTUS (I.), IN HIS LOST SYNTAGMA, RECOVERABLE FROM THE EPITOMATORS PSEUDO-TERTULLIAN AND PHILASTER, AND EPIPHANIUS, SEEMS TO HAVE COMBINED THE FIRST SEVEN CHAPTERS OF IRENÆUS WITH SOME OTHER ACCOUNT, AND THE CHAOS IS STILL FURTHER CONFUSED. HIPPOLYTUS (II.), IN THAT MOST PRECIOUS OF ALL HÆRESIOLOGICAL DOCUMENTS, THE PHILOSOPHUMENA, GIVES AN ENTIRELY INDEPENDENT ACCOUNT, IN FACT THE MOST UNIFORM AND SYNOPTICAL REPRESENTATION OF ANY PHASE OF THE GNOSIS OF THE VALENTINIAN CYCLE THAT HAS REACHED US THROUGH THE FATHERS. TERTULLIAN SIMPLY COPIES FROM IRENÆUS, AND SO ALSO FOR THE MOST PART DOES EPIPHANIUS. THE LATTER, HOWEVER, HAS PRESERVED THE FAMOUS LETTER OF PTOLEMÆUS TO FLORA, AND ALSO A LIST OF "BARBAROUS NAMES" OF THE ÆONS NOT FOUND ELSEWHERE. THEODORET OF COURSE SIMPLY COPIES IRENÆUS AND EPIPHANIUS. SO MANY, AND OF SUCH A NATURE, THEN, ARE OUR INDIRECT SOURCES OF INFORMATION FOR AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE VALENTINIAN MOVEMENT, A SORRY TROOP OF BLIND GUIDES, IT MUST BE CONFESSED, WHERE EVERYTHING REQUIRES THE GREATEST CARE AND DISCRIMINATION. LET US NOW RETURN TO VALENTINUS HIMSELF, AND ENDEAVOUR TO PATCH TOGETHER FROM THE FRAGMENTS THAT REMAIN, SOME DIM SILHOUETTE OF A CHARACTER THAT WAS UNIVERSALLY ACKNOWLEDGED TO HAVE BEEN THE GREATEST AMONG THE GNOSTICS.
VALENTINUS
BIOGRAPHY.AS TO HIS BIOGRAPHY, WE KNOW NEXT TO NOTHING. VALENTINUS WAS AN EGYPTIAN, EDUCATED AT ALEXANDRIA IN ALL THAT EGYPT AND GREECE HAD TO TEACH HIM. THE MYSTERIOUS LORE OF ANCIENT KHEM, THE "MATHĒSIS" OF PYTHAGORAS, THE WISDOM OF PLATO, ALL HELPED TO FASHION HIS CHARACTER. BUT THE GREATEST INSPIRATION OF ALL HE FOUND IN THE LAST OUTPOURING FROM THE SAME SOURCE FROM WHICH THE WISDOM OF EVERY TRUE PHILOSOPHER COMES--THE STREAM OF CHRISTIANITY THAT WAS SWIRLING ALONG AT FULL TIDE. BUT WHAT KIND OF CHRISTIANITY DID VALENTINUS ENCOUNTER AT ALEXANDRIA? THERE WAS NO CATECHETICAL SCHOOL WHEN HE WAS A BOY. PANTÆNUS AND CLEMENT WERE NOT AS YET. THERE WERE THE LOGOI, THE SAYINGS OF THE LORD, AND MANY CONTRADICTORY TRADITIONS; A PAULINE COMMUNITY ALSO, DOUBTLESS FOUNDED BY SOME MISSIONARY FROM ASIA MINOR; AND NUMEROUS LEGENDS OF THE MYSTERIOUS GNOSIS WHICH JESUS HAD SECRETLY TAUGHT TO THOSE WHO COULD COMPREHEND. BUT, ABOVE ALL THINGS, AT THE BACK WERE THE INNER SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES OF THE WISDOM-TRADITIONS AND THE GNOSIS. VALENTINUS MUST HAVE BEEN IN CLOSEST INTIMACY WITH BASILIDES, THOUGH HE IS SAID TO HAVE STATED THAT A CERTAIN THEODAS, AN "APOSTOLIC MAN," WAS HIS WITNESS TO THE DIRECT TRADITION OF THE GNOSIS. NOTHING IS KNOWN OF THIS THEODAS OR THEUDAS, AND USSHER HAS EVEN ASSUMED THAT IT WAS A CONTRACTION FOR THEODOTUS, A CONJECTURE IN WHICH HE HAS BEEN FOLLOWED BY ZAHN. THIS THEORY WOULD THUS MAKE THE THEODOTUS OF THE EXCERPTS IN CLEMENT AN OLDER AUTHORITY THAN VALENTINUS HIMSELF, WHICH WOULD STILL FURTHER COMPLICATE THE EASTERN AND WESTERN SCHOOL QUESTION, AND, IN FACT, CHANGE THE WHOLE PROBLEM OF VALENTINIAN ORIGINS. ALL WE CAN SAY HERE IS THAT THE VIEW IS NOT ENTIRELY IMPROBABLE, AND WOULD CLEAR THE GROUND ON CERTAIN IMPORTANT POINTS. IN ADDITION, THERE WERE AT ALEXANDRIA, IN THE GREAT LIBRARY AND IN THE PRIVATE LIBRARIES OF THE MYSTICS, ALL THOSE VARIOUS SOURCES OF INFORMATION, AND IN THE INTELLECTUAL AND RELIGIOUS ATMOSPHERE OF THE PLACE ALL THOSE SYNTHETICAL AND THEOSOPHICAL TENDENCIES WHICH MAKE FOR THE FORMULATION OF A UNIVERSAL SYSTEM OF RELIGION. AND THIS WE KNOW WAS THE TASK THAT VALENTINUS SET BEFORE HIM AS HIS GOAL. HE DETERMINED TO SYNTHETICIZE THE GNOSIS, EVERY PHASE OF WHICH WAS ALREADY IN SOME SORT A SYNTHESIS. BUT IN SO DOING, VALENTINUS DID NOT PROPOSE TO ATTACK OR ABANDON THE GENERAL FAITH, OR TO ESTRANGE THE POPULAR EVOLUTION OF CHRISTIANITY WHICH HAS SINCE BEEN CALLED THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. HE MOST PROBABLY REMAINED A CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN TO THE END OF HIS LIFE. IT IS TRUE THAT WE READ OF HIS EXCOMMUNICATION IN TERTULLIAN, COUPLED WITH THE FAVOURITE ACCUSATION BROUGHT AGAINST PROMINENT HERETICS, THAT HE APOSTATIZED FROM THE CHURCH BECAUSE HIS CANDIDATURE FOR THE EPISCOPAL OFFICE WAS REJECTED. TERTULLIAN IMAGINED THAT THIS TOOK PLACE AT ROME; BUT, EVEN IF SO, DID ROME SPEAK IN THE NAME OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN THOSE EARLY DAYS? WOULD ALEXANDRIA, THE PHILOSOPHIC, RECOGNIZE THE RULING OF DISCIPLINARIAN ROME? OR DID ROME EXCOMMUNICATE VALENTINUS AFTER HIS DEATH, A FAVOURITE WAY WITH HER IN AFTER TIMES OF FINISHING A CONTROVERSY? OR IS NOT TERTULLIAN ROMANCING HERE, AS IS NOT INFREQUENTLY THE CASE? EPIPHANIUS DISTINCTLY STATES THAT VALENTINUS WAS REGARDED AS ORTHODOX SO LONG AS HE WAS AT ROME, AND TERTULLIAN HIMSELF ALSO, IN ANOTHER PLACE, ADDS FIFTEEN YEARS OF ORTHODOXY ON TO THE DATE OF HIS LEAVING ROME. DATE.VALENTINUS SEEMS TO HAVE PASSED THE GREATER PART OF HIS LIFE IN EGYPT; HE WAS, HOWEVER, IF WE CAN TRUST OUR AUTHORITIES, FOR SOME CONSIDERABLE TIME AT ROME, SOMEWHERE BETWEEN 138 AND 160. ONE AUTHORITY ALSO SAYS THAT HE WAS AT CYPRUS. THE DATE OF HIS DEATH IS ABSOLUTELY UNKNOWN; CRITICS MOSTLY RECKON IT ABOUT 161, BUT IN ORDER TO ARRIVE AT THIS CONCLUSION, THEY REJECT THE DISTINCT STATEMENT OF TERTULLIAN THAT VALENTINUS WAS STILL AN ORTHODOX MEMBER OF THE CHURCH UP TO THE TIME OF ELEUTHERUS (C. 175); AND THE EQUALLY DISTINCT STATEMENT OF ORIGEN, THAT HE WAS PERSONALLY ACQUAINTED WITH VALENTINUS. THIS WOULD SET BACK ORIGEN'S OWN DATE OF BIRTH AND ADVANCE THE DATE OF VALENTINUS' DEATH; BUT AS BOTH ARE PROBLEMATICAL, WE HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR FROM THE PUTTING BACK OF THE ONE AND THE PUTTING FORWARD OF THE OTHER TEN YEARS OR SO. ON THE WHOLE I AM INCLINED TO ASSIGN THE DATE OF VALENTINUS TO THE FIRST EIGHTY YEARS OF THE SECOND CENTURY. IN FURTHER SUPPORT OF THIS LENGTH OF DAYS, I WOULD INVITE THE READER TO REFLECT ON THE EXTRAORDINARY FACT THAT, THOUGH THE NAME OF VALENTINUS IS IN THE MOUTH OF EVERYONE OF THE TIME, AND THOUGH HIS FAME ENTIRELY ECLIPSES THAT OF EVERY OTHER NAME OF THIS MOST IMPORTANT GNOSTIC CYCLE, THE WORDS AND DEEDS OF THE GREAT CORYPHÆUS OF GNOSTICISM ARE ALMOST ENTIRELY WITHOUT RECORD, AND, STRANGER THAN ALL, HE IS REGARDED, AT ANY RATE FOR THE MAJOR PART OF HIS LIFE, AS ORTHODOX. THIS STRANGE FACT REQUIRES EXPLANATION, AND I WOULD VENTURE TO SUGGEST THAT THE EXPLANATION IS TO BE FOUND TO A GREAT EXTENT IN THE EXTRAORDINARY RESERVE AND SECRECY OF THE MAN. HE WAS AN ENIGMA NOT ONLY TO THE GENERALITY, BUT EVEN TO THOSE WHO REGARDED HIM AS A TEACHER. THE GNOSIS IN HIS HANDS IS TRYING TO FORESTALL "ORTHODOXY," TO EMBRACE EVERYTHING, EVEN THE MOST DOGMATIC FORMULATION OF THE TRADITIONS OF THE MASTER. THE GREAT POPULAR MOVEMENT AND ITS INCOMPREHENSIBILITIES WERE RECOGNIZED BY VALENTINUS AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE MIGHTY OUT-POURING; HE LABOURED TO WEAVE ALL TOGETHER, EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL, INTO ONE PIECE, DEVOTED HIS LIFE TO THE TASK, AND DOUBTLESS ONLY AT HIS DEATH PERCEIVED THAT FOR THAT AGE HE WAS ATTEMPTING THE IMPOSSIBLE. NONE BUT THE VERY FEW COULD EVER APPRECIATE THE IDEAL OF THE MAN, MUCH LESS UNDERSTAND IT. NONE OF HIS TECHNICAL TREATISES WERE EVER PUBLISHED; HIS LETTERS AND HOMILIES ALONE WERE CIRCULATED. AFTER LEAVING ROME HE IS PRACTICALLY LOST TO THE SIGHT OF THE WESTERN HÆRESIOLOGISTS. WHERE WRITINGS. HE WENT, WHAT HE DID, AND HOW LONG HE LIVED AFTER THAT, IS ALMOST ENTIRELY CONJECTURAL. BUT IF IT BE EVER SHOWN TO BE TRUE THAT SUCH DOCUMENTS AS THE PISTIS SOPHIA ARE SPECIMENS OF THE WORKSHOP TO WHICH HE BELONGED, WE CAN AT LEAST CONJECTURALLY ANSWER THAT HE WENT BACK TO ALEXANDRIA, WHERE HE FINISHED HIS LIFE IN THE RETIREMENT THAT SUCH ABSTRUSE LITERARY LABOURS REQUIRED. OF HIS WRITINGS, BESIDES THE FACT THAT THEY WERE NUMEROUS AND HIS TECHNICAL TREATISES EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT AND ABSTRUSE, WE KNOW VERY LITTLE. HE COMPOSED NUMEROUS LETTERS AND HOMILIES AND PSALMS. WE ARE ALSO TOLD THAT HE COMPOSED A GOSPEL, BUT THIS IS SUPPOSED TO BE A FALSE ASSUMPTION--FALSE, THAT IS TO SAY, IF BY GOSPEL IS MEANT A GOSPEL CONTAINING THE SAYINGS OF THE LORD. BUT MAY NOT GOSPEL HERE BE USED IN THE BASILIDIAN SENSE OF AN EXPOSITION OF THE GNOSIS, OR KNOWLEDGE OF THE THINGS BEYOND THE PHENOMENAL WORLD? TERTULLIAN ALSO TELLS US THAT VALENTINUS COMPOSED A TREATISE ENTITLED SOPHIA, OR WISDOM, SOME CRITICS HAVE ASSERTED THAT THE WORDS OF TERTULLIAN DO NOT REFER TO A BOOK BUT TO THE WISDOM WHICH VALENTINUS CLAIMED TO TEACH; BUT IF THIS WERE SO, THE ANTITHESIS WHICH TERTULLIAN MAKES BETWEEN THE WISDOM OF VALENTINUS AND THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON WOULD LOSE ALL ITS POINT. THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON IS A BOOK, THE WISDOM OF VALENTINUS SHOULD ALSO BE A BOOK; IF IT WERE INTENDED TO MEAN SIMPLY THE GNOSIS WHICH VALENTINUS TAUGHT, THEN ITS PROPER ANTITHESIS WOULD HAVE BEEN THE WISDOM OF GOD AND NOT OF SOLOMON. THE FRAGMENTS THAT REMAIN. WE HAVE NOW TO TREAT OF THE FEW FRAGMENTS OF THE WORKS OF THIS PROLIFIC WRITER WHICH HAVE COME DOWN TO US IN THE WRITINGS OF THE CHURCH FATHERS. THE LATEST COLLECTION OF 'THEM IS BY HILGENFELD (1884), WHOSE "EMENDATIONS," HOWEVER, WE SHALL NOT ALWAYS FOLLOW. THE FRAGMENTS CONSIST OF A FEW SCRAPS OF LETTERS AND HOMILIES PRESERVED BY [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, AND TWO PIECES IN THE PHILOSOPHUMENA--THE NARRATIVE OF A VISION AND THE SCRAP OF A PSALM.
WHY A GNOSTIC CATECHISM?
[bookmark: PRAYERS_AND_CREEDS][bookmark: LESSON_I]"A GNOSTIC CATECHISM? WHAT A PREPOSTEROUS IDEA AND A CONTRADICTION IN TERMS TO BOOT!" SUCH AND SIMILAR OBJECTIONS ARE LIKELY TO BE FORTHCOMING IN RESPONSE TO THE PRESENT EFFORT. THE WORD "CATECHISM" READILY CONJURES UP VISIONS OF DOGMATIC BELIEF, ENSHRINED IN RIGIDLY FORMULATED ARTICLES AND DESIGNED TO BE MEMORIZED AND MINDLESSLY RECITED BY CHILDREN AND BY ADULTS OF CHILDISH MINDS. YET A CATECHISM IS TRULY BUT A COMPENDIUM OF INSTRUCTIONS, USUALLY OF A RELIGIOUS NATURE, ARRANGED IN THE FORM OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. THERE IS NO NECESSARY IMPLICATION OF DOGMATISM AND EVEN LESS OF CHILDISH SIMPLE MINDEDNESS AT ALL. STILL, WHEN WE ATTACH THE WORD "GNOSTIC" TO "CATECHISM" WE MAY ENCOUNTER ANOTHER PROBLEM. A GNOSTIC IS BY DEFINITION A KNOWER, AND SINCE KNOWLEDGE SUPERSEDES BELIEF, A KNOWER CANNOT VERY WELL BE A BELIEVER. IF A CATECHISM IS MAINLY A STATEMENT OF BELIEFS, IT IS SOMETHING THAT NO GNOSTIC WOULD HAVE A NEED FOR. SO FAR SO GOOD, BUT THE ISSUE UNDER CONSIDERATION IS A BIT MORE COMPLEX THAN THAT. THROUGHOUT HISTORY THERE EXISTED TWO PRINCIPAL WAYS OF VIEWING GNOSTICISM. THE FIRST WAS ROOTED IN THE HOSTILE CRITIQUE OF THE HERESIOLOGIST CHURCH FATHERS. IT DECLARED THAT GNOSTICISM WAS SPECULATION AND PHILOSOPHIZING RESULTING IN A PATCHWORK SYSTEM OF PURLOINED PARTS FROM HERE AND THERE. A CATECHISM BASED ON SUCH A SYSTEM WOULD BE WORTHLESS BECAUSE THE SYSTEM ITSELF WOULD BE WORTHLESS. THE SECOND WAY OF VIEWING GNOSTICISM, WHICH HAS BEEN GAINING IN ACCEPTANCE LATELY, IS BOTH MORE-FAIR AND MORE ACCURATE THAN THE FORMER. IN THIS VIEW, GNOSTICISM IS GROUNDED IN THE EXPERIENCE OF GNOSIS, WHICH IS THE SALVIFIC AND REVELATORY EXPERIENCE OF TRANSCENDENCE. THE EXPERIENCE OF GNOSIS THEN RECEIVES EXPRESSION IN THE GNOSTIC MYTHOS WHICH ALLOWS THE GNOSTIC TO AMPLIFY AND ASSIMILATE THE EXPERIENCE OF GNOSIS AND ALSO MAKES FURTHER EXPERIENCE OF GNOSIS POSSIBLE. RUSHING TO CONCLUSIONS ON THE BASIS OF ONLY THE FIRST PORTION OF THIS DEFINITION, SOME PEOPLE COME TO EXAGGERATE THE IMPORTANCE OF GNOSIS AT THE EXPENSE OF THE GNOSTIC MYTHOS. THEY COME TO FEEL THAT NOTHING OTHER THAN GNOSIS MATTERS, AND THAT A GNOSTIC IS SIMPLY ONE WHO HAS EXPERIENCED GNOSIS. IT IS NO DOUBT TRUE THAT WITHOUT GNOSIS THERE IS NO GNOSTICISM, BUT IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT WITHOUT THE CONTEXT OF THE GNOSTIC MYTHOS THE GNOSIS OF THE INDIVIDUAL LOSES ITS SALVIFIC CHARACTER. OUR WORLD HARBORS MANY PEOPLE WHO HAVE HAD IMPRESSIVE SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCES WHICH, HOWEVER, NEVER YIELDED ANY SIGNIFICANT MEANING. (THE SPECIFIC SALVIFIC MEANING THE GNOSTIC DERIVES FROM THE EXPERIENCE OF GNOSIS IS REDEMPTION, WHICH MEANS LIBERATION FROM THE NECESSITY OF EARTHLY EXISTENCE.) ONLY WHEN GNOSIS OCCURS WITHIN A PARTICULAR MEANINGFUL CONTEXT WILL THE GNOSTIC OBTAIN OPTIMAL RESULTS FROM HIS EXPERIENCE. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT GNOSTICISM POSITS ANY KIND OF DOGMA AGAINST WHICH TO MEASURE THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE EXPERIENCE OF THE GNOSTIC. WHAT IT MEANS IS THAT GNOSTIC SAGES AND SEERS HAVE BROUGHT FORTH FROM THEIR OWN ORIGINAL EXPERIENCES OF GNOSIS A VAST AND MEANINGFUL MYTHOS WHICH REPRESENTS THE THEORETICAL MATRIX FOR OUR PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE. THIS MYTHIC MATRIX IS OF COURSE NOT CLOSED; RATHER IT INVITES MODIFICATIONS AND ADDITIONS OF AN APPROPRIATE NATURE FROM OTHER SEERS AND TRAVELERS ON THE AEONIAL PATHS OF GNOSIS. THE CATECHISM WHICH FOLLOWS IS A MANUAL OF INSTRUCTION IN THE GNOSTIC MYTHOS. ITS AIM IS TO INSTRUCT NOT ONLY IN ONE VARIETY OF THIS MYTHOS, BUT IN THE ENTIRE HERITAGE OF THE GNOSTIC TRADITION, WHEREBY WE MEAN THE TEACHINGS OF THE GNOSTIC SAGES AND SEERS AS FOUND IN THEIR ORIGINAL WRITINGS, INCLUDING THE NAG HAMMADI COLLECTION. THE LESS RELIABLE ACCOUNTS AND RECENSIONS OF THESE TEACHINGS FOUND IN THE WRITINGS OF THE CHURCH FATHERS HAVE ALSO BEEN TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION. THE NON-CHRISTIAN GNOSIS OF THE HERMETIC WRITINGS HAS BEEN CONSIDERED ALSO. THE TEACHINGS OF THE PROPHET MANI ARE OFTEN INCLUDED. (IT IS INCREASINGLY EVIDENT TO SCHOLARSHIP THAT THE MANICHAEAN GNOSIS IS AN ORGANIC PART OF THE GNOSTIC TRADITION.) THE SPIRIT, IF NOT ALWAYS THE LETTER OF ALL KNOWN DISPENSATIONS OF THE GNOSTIC TRADITION, FINDS ITS EXPRESSION IN THIS CATECHISM. CATECHISMS HAVE BEEN WITH US FOR A LONG TIME. IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE FIRST SUCH COMPENDIA WERE BASED ON THE CATECHETICAL LECTURES OF CYRIL OF JERUSALEM IN THE FOURTH CENTURY A.D. THE NAME ORIGINATES IN THE GREEK VERB KATEXEIN, MEANING TO TEACH, AND THE FIRST CATECHISMS SEEM TO HAVE GROWN OUT OF ORAL INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN TO THOSE WHO WERE CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHURCH. NOT ONLY MAINSTREAM ORTHODOXY HAD CATECHISMS, HOWEVER. SO, CALLED HERETICS, SOMETIMES OF A GNOSTIC OR GNOSTICISING ORIENTATION, OFTEN HAD THEIR OWN CATECHISMS. IT WAS RUMORED THAT THE CATHARS OF THE LANGUEDOC HAD A CATECHISM, BUT NO COPY OF THIS WORK HAS BEEN FOUND SO FAR. THE MOST FAMOUS "HERETICAL" CATECHISM WAS THE ONE PRINTED IN 1498 (ALTHOUGH EXISTING EARLIER) WHICH WAS USED NOT BY ONE BUT BY THREE HETERODOX MOVEMENTS AT ONCE, I.E. THE WALDENSES OF SAVOY, THE BRETHREN OF THE COMMON LIFE IN GERMANY AND THE UNITAS FRATRUM IN BOHEMIA. A CATECHISM FORMAT WAS EVEN EMPLOYED BY THE RENOWNED ESOTERIC TEACHER OF THE 19TH CENTURY, H. P. BLAVATSKY, IN HER WORK, THE KEY TO THEOSOPHY. (INDEED, ONE IS TEMPTED TO INTERJECT THAT IF SUCH A NON-DOGMATIC SYSTEM AS THEOSOPHY COULD EMPLOY THIS FORMAT, SURELY MODERN GNOSTICISM COULD DO THE SAME.) THE FRENCH GNOSTIC CHURCH POSSESSED A CATECHISM, WRITTEN BY BISHOP JEAN BRICAUD AND PUBLISHED IN 1907. (SEE OUR BIBLIOGRAPHY.) IT WOULD SEEM THAT THERE EXISTS AMPLE PRECEDENT FOR OUR PRESENT EFFORT. LET US STATE THEN ONCE AND FOR ALL: THIS CATECHISM WAS NOT PREPARED IN ORDER TO CREATE A GNOSTIC ORTHODOXY OR TO PROCLAIM GNOSTIC DOGMAS. RATHER IT IS DESIGNED TO MEET A TWOFOLD NEED, ONE GENERAL AND THE OTHER PARTICULAR. THERE EXISTS A GENERAL NEED FOR CONCISE, CLEAR AND AUTHENTIC INFORMATION REGARDING THE MYTHOS HELD BY THE GNOSTIC TRADITION. THE PRESENT AGE IS CHARACTERIZED BY MUCH SHALLOW THINKING AND A TENDENCY TO REDUCE MEANINGFUL IDEAS TO NEBULOUS NONSENSE. WITH THE INCREASE OF PUBLICITY ATTACHED TO SOME TEACHINGS OF THE NAG HAMMADI MATERIAL, GNOSTIC IDEAS AND TERMS ARE BEING APPROPRIATED BY UNINFORMED SOURCES. THE NAME GNOSTIC IS OFTEN MISAPPLIED. WHEN EVERYTHING IS "GNOSTIC", NOTHING IS GNOSTIC. ALTHOUGH FAR FLUNG AND POETIC, THE GNOSTIC MYTHOS IS A SPECIFIC ONE; ONE OUGHT TO KNOW WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT. THE OTHER NEED IS PARTICULAR. IT RELATES PRIMARILY TO THE ECCLESIA GNOSTICA, A GNOSTIC CHURCH WITH WHICH THE AUTHOR IS ASSOCIATED, ALTHOUGH OTHER KINDRED CHURCHES MIGHT BE INTERESTED ALSO. CANDIDATES FOR GNOSTIC BAPTISM, AND FOR OTHER SACRAMENTS, INCLUDING HOLY ORDERS, ARE IN DIRE NEED OF SUCH INFORMATION. CERTAINLY, THEY ARE NOT ASKED TO BLINDLY BELIEVE IN THE CONTENTS OF THE GNOSTIC CATECHISM. RATHER, IT IS LIKELY THAT THEY WILL BE PLEASED TO READ A BRIEF YET COMPREHENSIVE STATEMENT OF THE MYTHOS TO WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN ATTRACTED. WHILE FEW OF THEM WISH FOR SOME SORT OF LITMUS TEST OF GNOSTICISM TO WHICH THEY ARE EXPECTED TO CONFORM SLAVISHLY, A COMPENDIUM OF IDEAS AND IDEALS, USED AS A POINT OF REFERENCE WILL BE WELCOMED BY ALL. MAY ALL PRACTITIONERS OF THE GNOSTIC TRADITION PROFIT FROM THE FRUIT OF OUR PRESENT LABORS AND MAY THE HOLY CAUSE OF THE GNOSIS BE FURTHERED THEREBY!
LESSON I: OF GOD AND THE UNIVERSE
1. WHAT IS GOD? 
THE INFINITE AND ETERNAL REALITY BEHIND ALL PHENOMENA, KNOWN TO THE GNOSTIC UNDER SEVERAL NAMES, SUCH AS THE TRUE GOD, THE UNKNOWN FATHER, THE KING OF LIGHT AND MANY MORE.
2. WHAT ARE SOME FURTHER CHARACTERISTICS OF GOD? 
ALTHOUGH BEING INFINITE, GOD IS IN A SENSE BEYOND ALL QUALITIES; ONE MAY NEVERTHELESS AFFIRM THAT GOD IS THE HIGHEST, PERFECT TRANSCENDENTAL EXISTENCE IN WHOM EVERYTHING ORIGINATED AND BY WHOM EVERYTHING IS SUSTAINED.
3. WHAT IS GOD ESSENTIALLY? 
ESSENTIALLY, GOD IS POTENTIAL BEING, FOR IN HIM ALL POTENTIALITIES ARE PRESENT.
4. WHAT IS GOD SECONDARILY? 
IN A SECONDARY SENSE GOD IS BEING IN ACTIVITY; HE IS BEING IN ACTUALITY.
5. HOW DOES THE POTENTIALITY OF GOD MAKE ITS TO ACTUALITY?
THE WORD WHEREBY WE EXPRESS THE PASSAGE FROM POTENTIAL BEING TO ACTUALIZED BEING IS THE TERM "TO EMANATE". IT IS BY SUCH EMANATION (POURING FORTH) THAT THE MULTITUDE OF SPIRITUAL AND MATERIAL WORLDS AND THEIR FASHIONERS EMERGE FROM THE ORIGINAL POTENTIALITY OF GOD.
6. CAN THERE BE MORE THAN ONE GOD? 
IF UNDER "GOD" WE UNDERSTAND THE ULTIMATE AND TRUE REALITY THEN THE ANSWER IS NO.
IF THE LESSER EMANATED DEITIES SHOULD BE CALLED "GODS" THEN THE ANSWER WOULD BE YES. IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE TO ENVISION THE ULTIMATE GOD AS THE FIRST GOD, AND THE DEMIURGE, THE LESSER GOD OF THIS WORLD, AS THE SECOND GOD.
7. IS GOD A HOLY TRINITY? 
YES. THE GNOSTIC TRADITION HAS ALWAYS AFFIRMED THE EXISTENCE OF GOD AS THE HOLY TRINITY CONSISTING OF FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT.
8. WHAT ARE THE PROPERTIES OF THE THREE PERSONS OF THE HOLY TRINITY?
THE FATHER IS CHARACTERIZED BY ACTIVITY, THE CREATION OF BEINGS AND THEIR ATTRACTION; THE SON BY ARTICULATED INTELLIGENCE (LOGOS) AND THE WILL TO REDEEM; AND THE HOLY SPIRIT BY INSPIRATION, FORTIFICATION AND VIVIFICATION. IN SHORT: THE FATHER IS CREATOR, THE SON REDEEMER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT SANCTIFIER.
9. GOD BEING CALLED "HE" AND FATHER AND SON BEING MASCULINE NAMES, DO WE NEED TO ASSUME THAT THE GODHEAD IS OF THE MALE GENDER? 
NO. GOD IS TOTALLY BEYOND THE LIMITING CHARACTERISTICS OF GENDER. THE INEFFABLE QUALITIES OF THE DIVINE, WHEN RECEIVING NAMES IN HUMAN LANGUAGE, HAVE COME TO RECEIVE THE COMMON ARTICLES OF "HE", "SHE" AND "IT". IT IS NOT UNCOMMON TO FIND TERMS FOR GOD IN GNOSTIC SCRIPTURES WHICH ARE ANDROGYNOUS SUCH AS "MOTHER-FATHER" (METROPATOR), AND THE THIRD PERSON OF THE HOLY TRINITY (THE HOLY SPIRIT) IS REGARDED BY GNOSTICS AS FEMININE.
10. WHY IS IT THAT GNOSTICS DO NOT APPLY "GENDER NEUTRAL" TERMS TO GOD?
TRADITIONAL NAMES SUCH AS "GOD THE FATHER" OR "GOD THE SON" ARE INSTRUMENTALITIES WHEREBY QUALITIES AND KEYNOTES OF PROFOUND MYSTICAL SUBTLETY HAVE BEEN EXPRESSED WITHIN THE LIMITATIONS OF HUMAN LANGUAGE. TO SUBSTITUTE FOR THEM ARBITRARY PRODUCTS OF HUMAN THOUGHT WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY LEAD TO THE LOSS OF THESE QUALITIES AND KEYNOTES.
11. IS THIS THE ONLY REASON? 
NO. GNOSTICS KNOW THAT ANCIENT DIVINE NAMES ARE WORDS OF POWER, WHICH, WHEN UTTERED, BRING FORTH FROM THE AEONIAL REGIONS SPECIFIC RESPONSES OF GRACE. (A GOOD EXAMPLE IS TO BE FOUND IN THE SCRIPTURE THUNDER, THE PERFECT MIND, WHERE A DIVINE BEING SAYS: "I AM THE UTTERANCE OF MY NAME".) THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SUCH SACRED THEURGY SHOULD NOT BE JEOPARDIZED BY A CHANGE OF NAMES.
12. HOW DID THIS UNIVERSE COME INTO EXISTENCE? 
LIKE ALL OTHER THINGS AND BEINGS, THIS UNIVERSE WAS EMANATED BY GOD.
13. DOES THIS MEAN THAT THE UNIVERSE IS GOD, OR PART OF GOD?
THE UNIVERSE IS NOT GOD IN THE EXCLUSIVE SENSE, FOR GOD IS BY NO MEANS CONFINED TO THIS OR ANY OTHER UNIVERSE. THE UNIVERSE, HOWEVER, CONSISTS OF THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD. IT CAME FORTH FROM HIM AND TO HIM IT SHALL RETURN.
14. IS THE UNIVERSE GOOD? 
SINCE GOD IS GOOD AND THE UNIVERSE WAS EMANATED BY HIM, IT WOULD BE REASONABLE TO ASSUME THAT THE UNIVERSE IS GOOD. YET WE FIND THAT THE UNIVERSE CONTAINS SOME QUALITIES THAT ARE GOOD, OTHERS THAT ARE EVIL, AND YET OTHERS THAT ARE INDIFFERENT.
15. WHERE DO THESE QUALITIES ORIGINATE? 
IN CONTRAST WITH THE GOOD QUALITIES, THE EVIL AND THE INDIFFERENT ONES ORIGINATE NOT IN THE GOODNESS AND WISDOM OF GOD, WHOSE SUBSTANCE UNDERLIES THE UNIVERSE, BUT IN THE BLINDNESS AND WILLFULNESS OF CERTAIN SPIRITUAL ENTITIES WHO FASHIONED THIS SUBSTANCE INTO A UNIVERSE. THESE HALF-MAKERS (DEMIURGES), OR FALSE RULERS (ARCHONS), ARE THE CAUSE OF THE AMBIVALENT NATURE OF THE WORLDS OF MATTER AND MIND.
16. IS GOD PRESENT IN THE UNIVERSE? 
YES. GOD IS PRESENT BECAUSE HE IS EVERYWHERE. HE IS PRESENT AS THE SOURCE AND END OF ALL; HE IS PRESENT BECAUSE ULTIMATELY ALL THINGS ARE UNDER HIS DOMINION; AND HE IS ALSO PRESENT BECAUSE NOTHING IS HIDDEN FROM HIM. THIS PRESENCE IS KNOWN AS OMNIPRESENCE, WHICH, HOWEVER, DOES NOT DENOTE OMNIPOTENCE, SINCE EFFECTIVE CONTROL OF OUR UNIVERSE IS NOT EXERCISED BY GOD, BUT BY THE DEMIURGE AND ARCHONS.
17. IS THIS THE ONLY WAY IN WHICH GOD IS PRESENT IN THE UNIVERSE?
NO. GOD IS NOT ONLY OMNIPRESENT BUT ALSO IMMANENT IN THE UNIVERSE, FOR THE UNDERLYING ESSENCE OF ALL THINGS IS NONE OTHER THAN GOD. ONCE AGAIN, THIS UNDERLYING ESSENCE DOES NOT IMPLY EFFECTIVE CONTROL OVER THE FORMS WITHIN WHICH THE ESSENCE IS EMBODIED.
18. IS GOD PRESENT WITHIN THE HUMAN BEING? 
GOD IS PRESENT IN THE HUMAN BEING IN A VERY SPECIAL WAY, FOR THE SPIRIT IN MAN CONTAINS GOD'S EFFECTIVE PRESENCE. THIS IS ALSO AT TIMES CALLED THE CHRIST IN US, DESCRIBED BY ST. PAUL AS OUR "HOPE OF GLORY".
19.  WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE UNIVERSE AT THE END OF TIME? 
WHEN THE PRESENT AEON COMES TO AN END, THE SEEDS OF LIGHT (REDEEMABLE SPIRITUAL PORTIONS) IN THE UNIVERSE WILL BE LIFTED UP INTO THE FULLNESS OF GOD (PLEROMA) WHILE THE DARKNESS PRESENT IN THE UNIVERSE WILL BE LEFT BEHIND.
20. WHAT IS TO BE THE FATE OF THE UNREDEEMED DARKNESS OF THE UNIVERSE?
[bookmark: LESSON_II]GNOSTIC REVELATION IS NOT UNANIMOUS ON THIS QUESTION. THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT AT LEAST SOME PORTION OF THE DARKNESS OF THE UNIVERSE WILL GO INTO A STATE OF PURIFICATORY SUSPENSION TO BE REDEEMED IN SOME FUTURE CYCLE. OTHER INDICATIONS INTIMATE THAT MUCH OF SUCH DARKNESS, PARTICULARLY THE MATERIAL (HYLIC) WORLD WILL BE DISSOLVED SO THAT ITS EXISTENCE WILL ONLY HAVE BEEN AN ACCIDENT IN LIMITLESS TIME.
LESSON II: OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS AND THE DEMIURGE
21. WHAT IS A SPIRIT? 
A SPIRIT IS A BEING THAT HAS A MEASURE OF CONSCIOUSNESS AND FREE WILL, BUT NO MATERIAL BODY, AND THUS WILL NEVER DIE.
22. ARE THERE MANY SPIRITS? 
THEIR NUMBER IS IMMEASURABLE AND THEY FORM BOTH WITHIN AND BEYOND THE UNIVERSE A VAST, LUMINOUS REALM WHICH IS CALLED HEAVEN BY MANY TRADITIONS. NOT ALL SPIRITS ARE IN THIS BENEFICENT, LUMINOUS REALM, HOWEVER. 
23. WHAT ARE THE SPIRITS AND THEIR HABITATIONS CALLED BY GNOSTICS?
BOTH THE SPIRITS AND THEIR HABITATIONS ARE FREQUENTLY CALLED AEONS. (IN A DERIVATIVE SENSE, AN AGE IS SOMETIMES ALSO CALLED AN AEON.)
24. HOW MANY CATEGORIES ARE THE SPIRITS DIVIDED INTO?
THE CATEGORIES AND HIERARCHIES OF SPIRITS ARE VERY NUMEROUS AND ONLY A FEW ARE EXPLICITLY KNOWN. THEY RANGE ALL THE WAY FROM THE HIGHEST DEIFIC AEONIAL BEINGS WHO DWELL IN PERFECT HARMONY, BALANCE AND BLISS IN THE FULLNESS (PLEROMA), TO THE VARIOUS KINDS OF ANGELS, DOWN TO ELEMENTALS AND SPIRIT-DENIZENS OF NATURE. 
25. WHAT ARE ANGELS? 
ANGELS ARE SPIRITS, UPON WHOM GREAT POWER, WISDOM AND HOLINESS HAVE BEEN BESTOWED BY GOD.
26. WHAT DOES THE WORD "ANGEL" MEAN? 
IT MEANS "MESSENGER", FOR THE MOST FREQUENT ROLE OF ANGELS IS THAT OF MESSENGERS AND MEDIATORS BETWEEN THE PLEROMA AND THE WORLD OF HUMANS.
27. WHICH ANGELIC HIERARCHIES AND INDIVIDUAL ANGELS ARE KNOWN TO US?
THERE ARE NINE ORDERS OR "CHOIRS" OF ANGELS: SERAPHIM, CHERUBIM, THRONES, DOMINIONS (OR DOMINATIONS), VIRTUES, POWERS, PRINCIPALITIES (KINGDOMS), ARCHANGELS AND ANGELS. THE CANONICAL SCRIPTURES MENTION THREE ANGELS BY NAME: THE ARCHANGELS MICHAEL, GABRIEL AND RAPHAEL. THE GNOSTIC CHURCH ADDS TO THESE A FOURTH: URIEL. GNOSTIC SCRIPTURES MENTION MOST OF THESE ANGELS AND ADD NUMEROUS OTHERS SUCH AS THE RESCUER OF GNOSTICS, ELELETH, AND MANY OTHERS.
28. HOW DO ANGELS HELP HUMANS? 
ANGELS HELP HUMANS BY PRAYING FOR THEM, BY ACTING AS MESSENGERS BETWEEN THE PLEROMA AND OUR EARTHLY DWELLING PLACE, AND BY SERVING AS OUR GUARDIAN ANGELS.
29. IN WHAT SPECIAL WAYS DO OUR GUARDIAN ANGELS HELP US?
GUARDIAN ANGELS PRAY FOR US, PROTECT US FROM SPIRITUAL HARM (OR AT TIMES ALSO FROM PHYSICAL HARM), AND INSPIRE US TO ASPIRE TO GNOSIS.
30. DOES EACH INDIVIDUAL HUMAN HAVE A GUARDIAN ANGEL? 
IT HAS BEEN COMMONLY HELD BY TRADITION THAT EACH PERSON HAS A SPECIAL GUARDIAN ANGEL. EXPERIENCE BOTH GNOSTIC AND OTHERWISE BEARS THIS OUT. BY THE SAME TOKEN IT MUST BE RECALLED THAT THE CONCEPT OF THE GUARDIAN ANGEL HAS BEEN INFLUENCED BY A YET MORE PROFOUND MYSTERY, I.E. THAT OF THE DIVINE TWIN, OR TWIN ANGEL.
31. WHAT IS THE DIVINE TWIN OR TWIN ANGEL? 
THERE ARE REPORTS IN GNOSTIC SCRIPTURE AND TRADITION ABOUT A CELESTIAL TWIN SPIRIT WHO OVERSHADOWS THE HUMAN AND AT CERTAIN SPECIAL TIMES MANIFESTS TO HIM. IN PISTIS SOPHIA SUCH A TWIN COMES TO JESUS EARLY IN HIS LIFE AND UNITES WITH HIM. THE HOLY PROPHET MANI EXPERIENCED SEVERAL MANIFESTATIONS OF HIS TWIN WHO FINALLY UNITED WITH HIM AND TOOK HIM TO HEAVEN.
32. CAN SPIRITS INCLUDING ANGELS BE SEEN? 
NOT ORDINARILY. HOWEVER, UNDER SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES, ANGELS HAVE VISIBLY MANIFESTED TO HUMANS. THE VISITATION OF THE HOLY VIRGIN MARY BY THE ARCHANGEL GABRIEL AND THE REVELATION OF THE KORAN TO MOHAMMED BY THE SAME ARCHANGEL ARE TWO EXAMPLES.
33. ARE THERE SPIRITS INVOLVED IN OUR LIVES WHO ARE NOT GOOD?
YES. THERE ARE SPIRITUAL BEINGS WHO HAVE BECOME ESTRANGED FROM GOD AND FROM THE PLEROMA AND WHO ARE THUS AT BEST UNWISE AND AT WORST EVIL.
34. WHERE ARE THESE ESTRANGED SPIRITUAL BEINGS TO BE FOUND?
THEY ARE FOUND PRIMARILY IN CONNECTION WITH THE MATERIAL UNIVERSE AND ITS MENTAL AND EMOTIONAL ASPECTS, FOR THEY ARE PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CREATION AND MANAGEMENT OF THESE REALMS AND FOR THE SUFFERING AND SORROW THAT ABIDE THEREIN.
35. ARE THESE ESTRANGED SPIRITUAL BEINGS THE SAME AS THE FALLEN ANGELS THAT SOME CHRISTIANS BELIEVE IN?
THERE CAN BE LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE MYTH OF THE WAR IN HEAVEN AND OF THE FALL OF LUCIFER ARE BUT A FORM OF THE GNOSTIC STATEMENTS ABOUT THE ESTRANGEMENT OF THE DEMIURGE AND HIS ARCHONS FROM THE PLEROMA.
36. WHAT IS THE DEMIURGE? 
HE IS CALLED DEMIURGE OR "HALF-MAKER" BECAUSE HE HAD TAKEN THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE AND FASHIONED OUT OF IT A WORLD. HE IS THE SPIRITUAL BEING WHO HAD BECOME FORGETFUL OF HIS ORIGINS, EVEN OF GOD. HE THINKS THAT HE IS GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BEFORE HIM.
37. BY WHAT NAMES IS THE DEMIURGE KNOWN? 
IN GNOSTIC SCRIPTURES HE IS CALLED YALDABAOTH (CHILD OF CHAOS), SACLAS (FOOL) AND SAMAEL (BLIND ONE). IN LATER GNOSTICIZING LORE HE WAS AT TIMES IDENTIFIED WITH LUCIFER OR SATAN, THE PRINCE OF THE POWERS OF AIR.
38. IS THE DEMIURGE EVIL? 
HE IS CLASSICALLY REGARDED AS FLAWED AND FOOLISH BUT NOT UTTERLY EVIL. IN MEDIEVAL GNOSTIC TRADITIONS HE BECAME INCREASINGLY IDENTIFIED WITH EVIL.
39. DOES THE DEMIURGE HAVE ASSOCIATES? 
YES, THEY ARE THE ARCHONS (RULERS), AND THEIR DESIRE IS TO RULE OVER HUMANS AND OTHER BEINGS.
40. WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE DEMIURGE TO YAHWEH, THE GOD OF THE OLD TESTAMENT?
NOT ALL THE IMAGES OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT COME FROM THE SAME SOURCE. A GOOD MANY ARE DESCRIPTIONS OF THE DEMIURGE. SOME, SUCH AS THOSE IN THE WISDOM LITERATURE AND IN SOME PSALMS, ARE OF A MUCH MORE EXALTED NATURE. SOME GNOSTIC TEACHERS HELD THAT THE TEACHINGS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT WERE A MIXTURE ATTRIBUTABLE TO THREE SOURCES: THE DEMIURGE, THE ELDERS OF ISRAEL AND THE TRUE GOD.
41. IF THE DEMIURGE AND HIS ARCHONS ARE POWER-HUNGRY AND ARROGANT BUT NOT TRULY EVIL, ARE THERE, IN ADDITION, TRULY EVIL DEMONS?
YES. THERE EXIST MONSTROSITIES OF EVIL WHICH POPULATE HELLISH REGIONS IN ASSOCIATION WITH EARTH. THEIR ORIGINS ARE UNKNOWN. THE NAME OF ONE DEMON MENTIONED IN GNOSTIC SCRIPTURES IS YACHTANABAS, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE OTHERS.
42. CAN THE DEMIURGE AND HIS ARCHONS BE REDEEMED?
[bookmark: LESSON_III]THIS POSSIBILITY IS ALLUDED TO IN SOME GNOSTIC WRITINGS. AT LEAST ONE SUCH BEING, THE BROTHER OF THE DEMIURGE, HAS TURNED TO THE GOOD AND BEEN REDEEMED. HIS NAME IS SABAOTH AND ALSO ABRAXAS. COGNATE THEORIES OF UNIVERSAL REDEMPTION, EVEN OF DEMONS AND OF THE DEMIURGE, WERE ARTICULATED IN EARLY TIMES BY ORIGEN (APOKATASTASIS PANTHON) AND IN OUR DAYS BY C. G. JUNG (IN ANSWER TO JOB).
LESSON III: OF THE HUMAN BEING
43. WHAT IS THE HUMAN BEING? 
THE HUMAN BEING IS A SPIRIT (PNEUMA) ENDOWED WITH REASON AND WITH FREE WILL COMBINED WITH A SOUL AND AN ANIMAL BODY.
44. WHAT IS AN ANIMAL? 
IT IS A CERTAIN KIND OF SOUL (ANIMA, PSYCHE) COMBINED WITH A BODY (SOMA).
45. IN WHAT WAY DOES THE HUMAN DIFFER FROM THE ANIMAL? 
THE HUMAN BEING DIFFERS FROM THE ANIMAL IN THAT THE HUMAN IS CONNECTED WITH HIS TRUE NATURE WHICH IS SPIRIT.
46. WHERE DOES THE SPIRIT OF THE HUMAN BEING COME FROM?
THE SPIRIT OF THE HUMAN BEING ORIGINATES IN THE DIVINE FULLNESS (PLEROMA), FROM WHENCE IT DESCENDED INTO THE SOUL AND BODY.
47. HOW MAY THE SPIRIT (PNEUMA) OF THE HUMAN BEING BE DESCRIBED?
THE HUMAN SPIRIT IS A SPARK OF GOD'S LIGHT, AN EFFECTIVE PART OF GOD, SEPARATED FROM GOD IN OUTER MANIFESTATION, BUT RETAINING A LIVING CONNECTION WITH ITS ULTIMATE SOURCE.
48. HOW MAY THE SOUL (PSYCHE) OF THE HUMAN BEING BE DESCRIBED?
THE SOUL CONSISTS OF SEVERAL COMPONENTS WHICH AT THE PRESENT STAGE OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT ARE LARGELY DOMINATED BY THE THINKING PRINCIPLE AND TO SOME EXTENT BY THE FEELING PRINCIPLE.
49. HOW MAY THE BODY (SOMA) OF THE HUMAN BEING BE DESCRIBED?
THE BODY OF THE HUMAN BEING IS COMPOSED OF FLESH (SARX) WHICH IS A FORM OF MATTER (HYLE) ALBEIT ENDOWED TEMPORARILY WITH BIOLOGICAL LIFE.
50. WHERE DO THE SOUL AND THE BODY OF THE HUMAN BEING COME FROM?
THE SOUL IS COMPOSED OF IMMATERIAL SUBSTANCE BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE PROLONGED INTERACTION OF SPIRIT AND BODY (OR BODIES). THE BODY IS THE PRODUCT OF BIOLOGICAL EVOLUTION THAT HAS TAKEN PLACE ON EARTH; A PROCESS INFLUENCED BY THE ARCHONS.
51. FOR WHAT REASON DID THE SPIRITS OF HUMAN BEINGS COME TO EMBODY THEMSELVES ON EARTH?
THE CLASSICAL SCRIPTURES OF THE GNOSIS ARE NOT EXPLICIT ON THIS SUBJECT. OTHER SCRIPTURES (THE HYMN OF THE PEARL; THE REVELATIONS OF THE HOLY PROPHET MANI) INDICATE THAT HUMAN BEINGS COME INTO SOULS AND BODIES IN ORDER TO RESCUE EARLIER EMANATIONS OF THE DIVINE LIGHT BY REFINING AND PURIFYING THE DARKNESS.
52. WAS THE AIM ACHIEVED WHICH WAS SET FOR THE HUMAN SPIRITS WHEN THEY CAME DOWN TO EARTH?
ONLY IN A VERY FEW INSTANCES. ALMOST ALL THOSE WHICH CAME DOWN FAILED. TEMPTED BY THE DECEPTIVE MIRAGES HERE BELOW, THEY YIELDED TO THE IMPULSES OF THE SOUL AND BODY INSTEAD OF RETAINING SPIRITUAL MASTERY OVER THEM. THUS, THE FIRST OR HEAVENLY MAN BECAME THE MAN OF EARTH.
53. HOW DO SOME KINDRED TRADITIONS DESCRIBE THIS CALAMITOUS EVENT?
THE HERMETIC GNOSIS STATES THAT CHARMED BY THE UNIVERSE THE HUMAN BEING YIELDED TO THE ATTRACTIONS OF PHYSICAL MATTER AND IDENTIFIED HIMSELF WITH IT, AND SO WAS TRAPPED IN THE BODY. THE JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN TRADITIONS CALL IT THE FALL.
54. HOW CAN THE HUMAN BEING RECOVER HIS ORIGINAL CONDITION?
BY GNOSIS, WHICH IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS TRUE NATURE AND ORIGINAL CONDITION, A PORTION OF WHICH IS ANAMNESIS, THE REMEMBERING OF TRUE THINGS FORGOTTEN.
55. WHAT STANDS IN THE WAY OF HUMANITY'S RECOVERY OF ITS ORIGINAL CONDITION?
THE OBSTACLE IS IGNORANCE (A-GNOSIS) MANIFESTING IN THE FORGETTING OF THE REAL (AMNESIS).
56. IS THERE AN ORIGINAL SIN? 
YES AND NO. BEING TRAPPED IN THE BODY AND DECEIVED BY THE ARCHONIC PART OF THE SOUL, ALL HUMANS SUFFER FROM A DEFICIENCY WHICH THEY SHARE WITH ALL OF CREATION. THIS DEFICIENCY, HOWEVER, IS NOT THE RESULT OF ANY PARTICULAR SINFUL ACT ON THE PART OF HUMAN ANCESTORS (ADAM AND EVE). RATHER THAN BEING A SIN (MORAL FAILING), IT IS AN UNFORTUNATE EXISTENTIAL CONDITION.
57. WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF THIS EXISTENTIAL CONDITION? 
AS THE RESULT OF THIS CONDITION, HUMANS ARE BORN AS SLAVES OF THE EARTHLY DEMIURGE AND HIS ARCHONS.
58. WHAT SUFFERINGS DO THESE ARCHONIC POWERS MAKE US UNDERGO?
[bookmark: LESSON_IV]THE AFFLICTIONS ATTENDANT UPON LIFE IN THE REALM OF THE ARCHONS ARE VERY NUMEROUS. SOME OF THESE ARE: GRAVITY (BEING EARTHBOUND), HEAT, COLD, NATURAL DISASTERS, DISEASES, PAIN, DEATH AND THE TORMENT OF RE-EMBODIMENT IN SUCCESSIVE LIVES.
LESSON IV: OF GNOSIS AND SALVATION
59. WHAT IS GNOSIS? 
GNOSIS IS THE REVELATORY AND SALVIFIC KNOWLEDGE OF WHO WE WERE, OF WHAT WE HAVE BECOME, OF WHERE WE WERE, OF WHEREIN WE HAVE BEEN THROWN, OF WHERETO WE ARE HASTENING, OF WHAT WE ARE BEING FREED, OF WHAT BIRTH REALLY IS, AND OF WHAT REBIRTH REALLY IS. THIS IS AN ANCIENT DEFINITION WHICH IS STILL ACCURATE.
60. IS THERE MORE THAN ONE KIND OF GNOSIS? 
THE EXPERIENCE OF GNOSIS COMES TO HUMAN BEINGS IN INDIVIDUAL MANIFESTATIONS, YET IT ALWAYS HAS COMMON FEATURES AND A COMMON KEYNOTE.
61. IS GNOSIS AN EXPERIENCE OR A DOCTRINE? 
IT IS BOTH. THE EXPERIENCE OF GNOSIS IS MYSTICAL KNOWLEDGE THAT LIBERATES. THIS IS BOTH ACCOMPANIED AND PRECEDED BY A KINDRED KIND OF GNOSIS THAT INFORMS. THESE WERE CALLED (BY CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA) THE DIVINE GNOSIS AND HUMAN GNOSIS RESPECTIVELY. THE HUMAN OR DOCTRINAL PART OF GNOSIS CONSISTS OF A CERTAIN KIND OF KNOWLEDGE OF THE SPIRITUAL, PSYCHIC AND MATERIAL WORLDS AND THEIR RELATIONSHIPS.
62. HOW IS HUMAN GNOSIS ACQUIRED? 
PRIMARILY BY WAY OF THE STUDY AND ASSIMILATION OF THE TEACHINGS OF THE MESSENGERS OF LIGHT AND OF THE SEERS AND SAGES OF THE GNOSTIC TRADITION AND BY WAY OF THE AMPLIFICATION OF THESE BY INDIVIDUAL INSIGHT.
63. HOW DOES ONE COME TO DIVINE GNOSIS? 
BY DIVINE GRACE COMBINED WITH SINCERE AND INFORMED HUMAN ASPIRATION.
64. WHAT SPECIFIC HELP IS THERE AVAILABLE TO US IN ORDER TO RECEIVE BOTH DIVINE AND HUMAN GNOSIS?
SUCH HELP COMES TO US FROM MESSENGERS OF LIGHT AND OTHER ENLIGHTENED TEACHERS OF GNOSIS.
65. WAS THERE A TIME WHEN HUMANS WERE WITHOUT GNOSIS? 
FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE HUMAN RACE, SOME PEOPLE WERE IN POSSESSION OF GNOSIS. THESE EARLY GNOSTICS WERE AT TIMES SYMBOLICALLY CALLED THE "GREAT RACE OF SETH", AFTER SETH, THE THIRD SON OF ADAM, WHO WAS RECOGNIZED AS THE PROTOTYPE OF ALL GNOSTICS.
66. WHO WAS THE LATEST GREAT REVEALER OF GNOSIS? 
IT WAS THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO ACTED BOTH AS THE RECTIFIER OF THE EXISTING TRADITION OF GNOSIS AND AS THE REVEALER OF NEW ELEMENTS OF GNOSIS.
67. CAN GNOSIS BE GIVEN BY ANOTHER? 
A MESSENGER OF LIGHT COMES TO ENLIGHTEN HUMANS BY HIS TEACHINGS AND TO TRANSFORM THEIR SPIRITUAL LIVES BY THE MYSTERIES HE BESTOWS ON THEM. BUT ONLY THOSE IN WHOM THE TRUE SPIRITUAL INTUITION ("THE LIGHT MIND") IS AWAKENED WILL WELCOME THE MESSAGE AND BENEFIT FROM THE MYSTERIES.
68. WHAT ARE WE TO BE SAVED FROM? 
WE ARE TO BE SAVED FIRST FROM IGNORANCE WHICH PREVENTS US FROM KNOWING OUR TRUE SOURCE, OUR REAL NATURE, OUR CONDITION AND OUR DESTINY. AT LAST WE SHALL ALSO BE SAVED FROM THE BURDEN OF EARTHLY EXISTENCE WITH ITS ATTENDANT CONDITIONS OF SUFFERING AND EXILE FROM OUR TRUE HOME.
69. WHAT BRINGS ABOUT SALVATION? 
SALVATION IS BROUGHT ABOUT NEITHER BY FAITH (BELIEF IN GOD, OR CHRIST) NOR BY WORKS (THE PERFORMANCE OF GOOD DEEDS), BUT BY GNOSIS.
70. WHY IS THIS SO? 
BECAUSE FAITH AND WORKS DO NOT RESULT IN A RADICAL CHANGE IN THE BEING OF ONE'S CONSCIOUSNESS, BUT GNOSIS DOES.
71. WHAT DOES THE RADICAL CHANGE OF CONSCIOUSNESS BROUGHT ABOUT BY GNOSIS ACCOMPLISH?
IT ESTABLISHES A RENEWED LINK OF THE SOUL WITH THE SPIRIT AND OF BOTH WITH GOD. THIS BREAKS THE BONDS THAT HAVE SHACKLED OUR TRUE BEING TO THE FORCES OF EARTH. ULTIMATELY IT BRINGS LIBERATION FROM ALL EARTHLY THINGS.
72. WHAT ARE THE FURTHER BENEFITS OF SALVATION BY GNOSIS?
[bookmark: LESSON_V]A TURNING AWAY OF THE SOUL FROM THE ATTACHMENTS OF LIFE, A CONSTANT STRAINING UPWARDS TO THE PURE DIVINE SPIRIT, WHEREIN IS OUR TRUE HOME. ALSO, GOD'S FRIENDSHIP IN THIS LIFE, A GOOD DEATH, AND AFTER THAT A SWIFT PASSAGE THROUGH CLEANSING REGIONS TO GOD'S PRESENCE IN THE FULLNESS (PLEROMA) OF DIVINE GLORY, GOODNESS AND LOVE.
LESSON V: OF THE LORD CHRIST
73. WHO IS THE LORD CHRIST? 
HE IS ONE OF THE HIGH AEONS OF THE FULLNESS (PLEROMA); BEING THE ARTICULATED THOUGHT (LOGOS) OF GOD AND THE EXPRESSION OF GOD'S REDEMPTIVE POWER (SOTERIA), FOR WHICH LATTER REASON HE IS ALSO CALLED THE SAVIOR (SOTER).
74. ARE THE LORD CHRIST AND JESUS ONE AND THE SAME PERSON?
JESUS IS THE EARTHLY MANIFESTATION OF CHRIST, THE CELESTIAL AEON.
75. DID THE CELESTIAL AEON CHRIST MANIFEST FULLY AND EQUALLY DURING THE EARTHLY EXISTENCE OF JESUS?
NO. THE CELESTIAL AEON CHRIST CAME TO FULLY MANIFEST IN JESUS BEGINNING WITH THE BAPTISM OF THE LATTER IN THE RIVER JORDAN AT THE HANDS OF SAINT JOHN, THE BAPTIZER. YET, CHRIST WAS PRESENT IN SOME MEASURE AND MANNER IN JESUS BEFORE HIS BAPTISM ALSO.
76. DID THE CELESTIAL AEON CHRIST EVER DEPART FROM JESUS? 
IT APPEARS HE DID WITHDRAW, AT LEAST TO SOME DEGREE, AT THE TIME OF THE CRUCIFIXION AND DEATH OF JESUS, AS INDICATED BY THE EXCLAMATION OF JESUS; "AEON, AEON, WHY HAVE YOU DEPARTED FROM ME" (ELI, ELI, LAMA SABAKTANI).
77. DID THE CELESTIAL AEON CHRIST RETURN TO JESUS AFTER JESUS' CRUCIFIXION AND DEATH?
YES, HE FULLY RETURNED AT THE TIME OF THE RESURRECTION WHEN JESUS BECAME "THE LIVING ONE" (REDIVIVUS).
78. DID JESUS SAVE HUMANKIND BY HIS PHYSICAL DEATH ON THE CROSS?
NO. HIS PHYSICAL DEATH WAS MERELY A TRAGIC INCIDENT IN THE SUBLIME DRAMA OF HIS LIFE.
79. WHY HAVE SO MANY CHRISTIANS COME TO ASSUME THAT IT WAS BY HIS PHYSICAL DEATH THAT JESUS SAVED HUMANKIND?
BECAUSE MANY OF THEM POSSESS A CONSCIOUSNESS THAT APPRECIATES ONLY PHYSICAL REALITY AND IGNORES THE GREATER REALITIES WHICH ARE SPIRITUAL.
80. WHAT IS THE SPIRITUAL REALITY OF THE SUFFERING AND DEATH OF JESUS?
THE TRUE SACRIFICE OF THE AEON CHRIST AND OF HIS MANIFESTATION, JESUS, WAS NOT HIS PHYSICAL DEATH AND THE TORMENTS HE ENDURED PRIOR TO THE SAME. HIS TRUE SACRIFICE WAS HIS WILLING ENTRY INTO THE HORRENDOUS LIMITATIONS OF EARTHLY EMBODIMENT. ALL SPIRITS SUFFER GRIEVOUSLY WHEN ENTERING INTO EARTHLY EMBODIMENT; THE SUFFERINGS ENDURED BY A HIGH CELESTIAL AEON OF CHRIST'S STATURE ARE INCOMPREHENSIBLY GREAT.
81. IT IS TRUE THEN THAT CHRIST SACRIFICED HIMSELF FOR US? 
IT IS MOST CERTAINLY TRUE, BUT HIS SACRIFICE WAS A SPIRITUAL ONE.
82. WHAT WAS THE MISSION OF CHRIST THE SAVIOR (SOTER) ON EARTH?
IT WAS THREEFOLD: (1) TO DELIVER US FROM THE SLAVERY OF THE DEMIURGE AND THE ARCHONS AND TO RE-JOIN US TO OUR ORIGINAL STATE; (2) TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE ENLIVENING OF THE SPIRITUAL INFLUENCES ON EARTH (THIS HAS BEEN AT TIMES INTERPRETED AS THE RESTORATION OF GOD'S KINGDOM ON EARTH); AND (3) TO BRING US BACK TO THE SPIRITUAL FULLNESS (PLEROMA), OUR HOMELAND.
83. WHAT WERE THE MEANS WHEREBY CHRIST THE SAVIOR (SOTER) FULFILLED HIS MISSION ON EARTH?
THE MEANS WERE TWO: (1) HE TAUGHT HIS TEACHINGS OF LIBERATION THROUGH THE LAW OF LOVE, AND (2) HE BESTOWED ILLUMINATING AND LIBERATING MYSTERIES ON HIS QUALIFIED DISCIPLES. BOTH TEACHINGS AND MYSTERIES WERE TO BE HANDED DOWN TO GOD'S PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE AGES.
84. WHAT DO WE LEARN FROM THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST?
FROM THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST, WE LEARN OF THE GREAT LOVE OF GOD AND OF ALL THE GREAT AEONIAL BEINGS FOR HUMANITY, WHO HAVE SENT THE SAVIOR (SOTER) TO US. WE ALSO LEARN THAT EARTHLY LIFE IS SUFFERING FOR ALL SPIRITUAL BEINGS, INCLUDING CHRIST AND OURSELVES.
85. WHAT DO WE LEARN FROM THE LIFE OF CHRIST? 
FROM HIS LIFE WE MAY LEARN THE PATTERN OF THE GREAT DRAMA OF THE LIFE OF SPIRIT IN MATERIAL CONFINEMENT; ITS VICISSITUDES AND TRIUMPHS. THIS IS WHAT HAS BEEN CALLED THE IMITATION OF CHRIST (IMITATIO CHRISTI).
86. IS IT TRUE THAT CHRIST DESCENDED INTO HELL? 
IN ADDITION TO DESCENDING INTO THIS HELL WE CALL THE WORLD, HE ALSO DESCENDED AFTER THE CRUCIFIXION INTO A STATE WHERE THE SPIRITS AND SOULS OF MANY DISEMBODIED HUMANS DWELT AND WAITED FOR HIM. THE INSTRUCTIONS HE GAVE TO AND THE MYSTERIES HE CONFERRED UPON THESE BEINGS LIBERATED MANY OF THEM FROM THE UNDERWORLD (HADES, SHOEL) WHERE THEY WERE. THIS JOURNEY OF CHRIST IS SOMETIMES KNOWN AS "THE HARROWING OF HELL".
87. DID CHRIST RISE FROM THE DEAD? 
ALL THE SCRIPTURES AFFIRM THAT HE CAME BACK TO EARTHLY LIFE AFTER HIS DEATH AND BURIAL. THE HISTORIC CREEDS SAY THAT HE ROSE "ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES" (SECUNDUM SCRIPTURAS).
88. WHY IS CHRIST'S RESURRECTION OF IMPORTANCE TO US? 
BECAUSE IT SERVES AS OUR EXAMPLE FOR OUR OWN RESURRECTION.
89. HOW AND WHEN IS OUR RESURRECTION TO TAKE PLACE? 
IT TAKES PLACE BY GNOSIS WHILE WE ARE STILL IN EARTHLY LIFE.
90. DID CHRIST REMAIN ON EARTH FOR SOME TIME AFTER HIS RESURRECTION?
AT THAT TIME CHRIST REMAINED ON EARTH IN ORDER TO IMPART THE GNOSIS TO CERTAIN DISCIPLES. IT IS TRADITIONALLY HELD THAT THIS TIME LASTED FOR FORTY DAYS, BUT LONGER TIME PERIODS ARE MENTIONED IN GNOSTIC SCRIPTURES.
91. HOW DID CHRIST DEPART THE EARTH? 
AFTER THE TIME HE SPENT ON EARTH AFTER THE RESURRECTION, HE ASCENDED IN GLORY INTO THE FULLNESS (PLEROMA).
92. DID CHRIST OCCUPY A FLESHLY BODY LIKE OURS? 
IT IS MOST UNLIKELY THAT HE OCCUPIED A BODY QUITE LIKE OURS. HE WALKED ON WATER, PASSED THROUGH WALLS, MADE HIS BODY SHINE LIKE THE SUN; NONE OF THESE CAN BE DONE BY WAY OF A BODY OF FLESH. VALENTINUS STATED THAT JESUS DID NOT HAVE A DIGESTIVE SYSTEM LIKE OTHER HUMANS. THEREFORE, JESUS' BODY HAS BEEN CALLED AN APPEARANCE (DOKESIS).
93. DOES THIS DENY THE INCARNATION (BECOMING FLESH) OF CHRIST, THE LOGOS?
[bookmark: LESSON_VI]NO, FOR THERE CAN BE MANY KINDS OF DIFFERENT SUBSTANCES HE MAY HAVE USED FOR HIS EMBODIMENT AND THEY ALL WOULD HAVE SERVED AS HIS "FLESH."
LESSON VI: OF OUR LADY SOPHIA
94. WHO IS OUR LADY SOPHIA? 
SHE IS A HIGH AEON OF THE FULLNESS (PLEROMA), WHOSE NAME MEANS WISDOM AND WHO IS OF A FEMININE CHARACTER.
95. IS SOPHIA ONLY KNOWN TO GNOSTICS? 
ALTHOUGH SHE IS KNOWN TO GNOSTICS IN A SPECIAL WAY, SOPHIA WAS KNOWN TO CERTAIN BIBLICAL AUTHORS WHO WROTE THE WISDOM LITERATURE (BOOK OF THE WISDOM, ECCLESIASTES, ECCLESIASTICUS AND PROVERBS, AND ALSO THE SONG OF SONGS), TO ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS SUCH AS PHILO, AND TO CERTAIN THEOLOGIANS KNOWN AS SOPHIOLOGISTS.
96. HOW IS SOPHIA RELATED TO CHRIST? 
SHE IS HIS CLOSE ASSOCIATE (SISTER AEON OR TWIN AEON) IN THE FULLNESS (PLEROMA).
97. IS SOPHIA "THE GODDESS" AS SOME MODERN OPINIONS IMPLY?
NO. SOPHIA IS NOT A FEMALE COUNTERPART TO GOD, BUT RATHER SHE IS A GREAT AND HOLY EMANATED ASPECT (HYPOSTASIS) OF GOD.
98. IS SOPHIA THEN A GODDESS?
IF BY "A GODDESS" IS MEANT A DEITY, OR ONE AMONG NUMEROUS DEIFIC BEINGS THEN SHE MAY BE CALLED ONE.
99. HAS SOPHIA EVER BEEN, INCARNATE IN HUMAN FORM?
NONE OF THE SCRIPTURES HAVE INTIMATED THAT SHE HAS. 
100. IS THERE A NARRATIVE CONCERNING THE EVENTS IN THE STORY OF SOPHIA AFTER THE FASHION OF THE GOSPEL NARRATIVES CONCERNING CHRIST?
YES. IT IS THE BOOK "FAITHFUL SOPHIA" (PISTIS SOPHIA), ALTHOUGH ELEMENTS OF HER STORY APPEAR IN OTHER SCRIPTURES ALSO.
101. WHAT IS THE BEGINNING OF THE STORY OF SOPHIA?
SOPHIA'S TALE BEGINS WITH HER GOING FORTH FROM HER AEONIAL HABITAT IN SEARCH OF THE LIGHT. THIS GOING FORTH RESULTS IN HER CATASTROPHIC FALL FROM ON HIGH AND INTO THE TORMENT OF THE LOWER CHAOS.
102. HOW DOES THE STORY OF SOPHIA CONTINUE?
IN HER STATE OF ANGUISH AND AFFLICTION, SOPHIA GIVES BIRTH TO A HYBRID BEING WHO BECOMES THE DEMIURGE. SHE ALSO EXUDES THE ELEMENTS FROM WHICH THE DEMIURGE SUBSEQUENTLY FASHIONS THE WORLD.
103. WHAT DOES SOPHIA DO AFTER THAT?
SHE CONTINUES TO CALL OUT TO THE LIGHT FOR HELP IN HER AFFLICTION. THE LIGHT HEARS HER AND SENDS FORTH THE AEON CHRIST TO CONSOLE HER AND TO RESCUE HER. AFTER MANY EFFORTS, THE WORK OF RESCUE IS ACCOMPLISHED AND SOPHIA IS RESTORED TO HER ORIGINAL DWELLING PLACE.
104. HAS SOPHIA THEN TOTALLY DEPARTED FROM THE MANIFEST REALM?
NO. HER INVOLVEMENT IN CREATION, ESPECIALLY OF HUMANS, AND HER OTHER DEEDS, INDICATE HER CONTINUING CARE FOR HER CHILDREN WHO ARE TRAPPED IN THE WORLD AND IN THE BODIES CREATED BY THE DEMIURGE.
105. WHAT ARE SOME OF HER ACTIONS WHICH INDICATE HER INVOLVEMENT WITH CREATION AND WITH HUMANITY?
THERE ARE MANY. ONE IS HER REBUKING OF THE DEMIURGE WHEN HE DECLARES THAT HE IS THE ONLY GOD AND THERE ARE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE HIM. ANOTHER IS HER GIFT OF THE SPIRIT OF THE HIGHER LIFE TO ADAM, WHO WAS CREATED AS A WITLESS CRIPPLE BY THE DEMIURGE. SHE ALSO INSPIRED EVE AND THE SERPENT IN ORDER TO FACILITATE THE EXIT OF THE FIRST HUMAN PAIR FROM THE FOOL'S PARADISE WHERE THEY WERE CONFINED.
106. HAS SOPHIA CONTINUED TO AID HUMANITY?
YES. SCRIPTURE DECLARES THAT SHE "ENTERS HOLY SOULS AND MAKES THEM FRIENDS OF GOD". THERE IS MUCH EVIDENCE OF HER HELPFUL PRESENCE AMONG US TO THIS VERY DAY.
107. IS SOPHIA IDENTICAL WITH THE VIRGIN MARY?
NO. MARY "THE MOTHER OF THE LORD ACCORDING TO MATTER" IS AN HONORED FIGURE OF THE GNOSIS, BUT SHE IS A HUMAN WOMAN, WHILE SOPHIA IS CELESTIAL.
108. HAS SOPHIA OVERSHADOWED ANY HUMAN BEINGS? 
THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT SUCH MAY HAVE BEEN THE CASE. ONE EXAMPLE MAY BE HELEN IN THE STORY OF SIMON MAGUS, AND ANOTHER, MARY MAGDALENE, THE CHIEF DISCIPLE OF JESUS.
109. DOES SOPHIA APPEAR TO AND COMMUNICATE WITH HUMANS?
YES. SHE HAS DONE SO TO THE RUSSIAN PHILOSOPHER SOLOVYEV (LATE 19TH CENTURY) AND HER MANIFESTATIONS ARE NOT UNKNOWN TODAY.
110. DO THE CONTEMPORARY TEACHINGS ABOUT THE VIRGIN MARY (MARIOLOGY) HAVE A RELATION TO SOPHIA?
YES. SUCH TEACHINGS AS THOSE ABOUT MARY'S ASSUMPTION, AND HER ROLE AS JOINT REDEEMER (CO-REDEMPTRIX) AND MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD AND HUMANS (MEDIATRIX) CAN EASILY BE APPLIED TO SOPHIA.
111. WHY ARE THE ACTIONS AND ROLES OF SOPHIA SEEMINGLY CONFOUNDED WITH THOSE OF THE VIRGIN MARY?
BECAUSE THE WESTERN EXOTERIC CHURCH HAS SUPPRESSED AND FORGOTTEN THE FIGURE OF SOPHIA AND WAS LEFT THUS WITH THE LONE FIGURE OF MARY TO WHOM ALL FEMININE HOLINESS AND MYSTERIES ARE NOW ASCRIBED.
112. WHAT IS THE DUTY OF GNOSTICS TOWARD SOPHIA TODAY?
[bookmark: LESSON_VII]TO RENDER HER DUE REVERENCE IN PRAYER, LITURGY, MEDITATION, STUDY, THOUGHT AND ACTION, AND ALSO TO GUARD HER TRUE IDENTITY IN THE CONFUSION OF TONGUES WHEREIN SHE IS CONFUSED WITH GODDESSES, EARTH MOTHERS, MADONNAS BLACK AND OTHERWISE, AND THE POLITICALLY MOTIVATED MYTHOLOGIZING OF OUR ERA. 
LESSON VII: OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND GRACE
113. WHAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?
THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD AND THE THIRD ASPECT (PERSON) OF THE THREEFOLD GODHEAD, OR THE HOLY TRINITY.
114. BY WHAT OTHER NAMES IS THE HOLY SPIRIT CALLED?
THE HOLY SPIRIT IS ALSO CALLED THE COMFORTER (PARACLETE), THE ADVOCATE, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THE CREATOR SPIRIT, THE HOLY MOTHER SPIRIT, ALSO BY THE GREEK NAME PNEUMA HAGION, AND THE OLDER ENGLISH NAME HOLY GHOST.
115. WHAT POLARITY OR SPIRITUAL GENDER IS ASCRIBED TO THE HOLY SPIRIT?
IN GNOSTIC USAGE THE HOLY SPIRIT IS REFERRED TO AS FEMININE.
116. WHAT DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT DO FOR CREATION AND FOR HUMANITY?
THE HOLY SPIRIT PERMEATES AND BENEFICENTLY ALTERS THE ARCHONIC STRUCTURES OF THE UNIVERSE. (FOR THIS REASON, IT IS SAID THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT "RENEWS THE FACE OF THE EARTH".) THE HOLY SPIRIT ALSO DWELLS IN THE CHURCH AS THE SOURCE OF HER SPIRITUAL LIFE AND SANCTIFIES SOULS THROUGH THE GIFT OF GRACE.
117. WHAT ARE SOME OF THE SPECIAL SIGNS OF THE SANCTIFICATION OF SOULS BY THE GIFT OF THE GRACE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT?
SOME OF THESE ARE: THE FORTIFYING OF THE SOUL, AND THE BRINGING OF INSIGHT, WISDOM AND PROPHECY BY WAY OF GNOSIS. 
118. DOES PROPHECY CONSIST OF FORESEEING THE FUTURE?
NO. PROPHECY IS A SPECIAL DISCLOSURE OF DIVINE THINGS TO A HUMAN BY WAY OF GNOSIS AND ONLY INCIDENTALLY AND OCCASIONALLY INVOLVES GLIMPSES OF THE FUTURE.
119. IS THERE AN EXPECTED AGE (AEON) OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN HUMAN HISTORY?
VERY PROBABLY. THE MEDIEVAL PROPHET JOAQUIN OF FLORA DECLARED THAT THE AGE OF THE FATHER IS PAST, THE AGE OF THE SON IS PASSING AND THE AGE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS APPROACHING. THE DETAILED INTERPRETATION OF THIS TEACHING IS A MATTER OF OPINION.
120. WHAT IS GRACE?
GRACE IS THE EFFECTIVE MANIFESTATION OF THE SUPERNAL LIFE OF GOD, APPEARING TO US AS A SUPERNATURAL GIFT OF GOD BESTOWED ON US THROUGH GNOSIS AND ALSO OTHER MEANS.
121. IS GRACE NECESSARY FOR SALVATION?
YES. HUMAN BEINGS CANNOT ATTAIN THE ETERNAL LIFE AND FREEDOM OF THE FULLNESS (PLEROMA) BY POWERS THAT ARE PURELY NATURAL. WERE THIS POSSIBLE ALL HUMANS WOULD ALREADY BE REDEEMED AND HAVE RETURNED TO THEIR HOME. THEREFORE WE NEED TO BE ELEVATED TO A TRANSCENDENTAL PLANE THROUGH GRACE AND WE CONSTANTLY NEED SPIRITUAL STIMULI WHICH COME TO US BY GRACE.
122. HOW MANY KINDS OF GRACE ARE THERE?
TWO KINDS OF GRACE ARE DISTINGUISHED BY TRADITION. THEY ARE: SANCTIFYING GRACE AND ACTUAL GRACE. THERE IS ALSO SPECIAL GRACE WHICH IS A VARIETY OF ACTUAL GRACE.
123. WHAT IS SANCTIFYING GRACE?
SANCTIFYING GRACE (ALSO CALLED HABITUAL GRACE) IS THE GRACE THAT FLOWS FROM THE SPARK OF GOD WITHIN OUR OWN SPIRITUAL NATURES. IT IS A PERMANENT QUALITY THAT IS STIMULATED BY GOD THROUGH HIS GIFTS AND CAN BE LOST ONLY THROUGH A LASTING TURNING AWAY OF THE SOUL FROM THE SPIRIT.
124. WHAT IS ACTUAL GRACE?
ACTUAL GRACE IS TRANSCENDENTAL (SUPERNATURAL) HELP COMING FROM GOD THAT ENABLES US TO EXPERIENCE STATES OF CONSCIOUSNESS AND PERFORM ACTS THAT ARE BEYOND OUR NATURAL POWERS. SOULS IN A STATE OF RELATIVE SEPARATION FROM THEIR SPIRITS NEED THE HELP OF ACTUAL GRACE TO GAIN ACCESS TO SANCTIFYING GRACE.
125. IN WHAT MANNER DOES ACTUAL GRACE COME TO US?
PRIMARILY BY WAY OF THE MESSENGERS OF LIGHT AND THE LIBERATING TEACHINGS AND SALVIFIC MYSTERIES THEY BRING TO US.
126. CAN WE RESIST THE GRACE OF GOD?
BECAUSE OF THE WEAKNESSES IMPLANTED INTO OUR SOULS BY THE ARCHONS WE OFTEN RESIST THE GRACE OF GOD. WE CAN DO THIS BECAUSE GRACE DOES NOT IMPOSE ITSELF UPON US BY FORCE BUT DESCENDS UPON US GENTLY IN RESPONSE TO OUR FREE COOPERATION.
127. WHAT ARE THE PRINCIPAL WAYS OF OBTAINING GRACE?
[bookmark: LESSON_VIII]THE PRINCIPAL WAYS OF OBTAINING GRACE ARE THREE: (1) BY THE DILIGENT STUDY OF THE TEACHINGS OF THE MESSENGERS OF LIGHT AND OF THEIR AGENTS; (2) BY PRAYER, AND (3) BY THE SACRAMENTS, PARTICULARLY THE HOLY EUCHARIST.
LESSON VIII: OF THE CHURCH AND THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS
128. WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
THE CHURCH IS THE ASSEMBLY OF PERSONS WHO FOLLOW THE SAME TRADITION, AND PRACTICE THE SAME SACRAMENTS; IN SHORT, OF THOSE WHO FOLLOW THE SAME RELIGION. 
129. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF "RELIGION"?
THE WORD "RELIGION" IS DERIVED FROM THE LATIN RE-LIGERE, MEANING TO RE-JOIN OR TO JOIN-BACK. RELIGION IS THE EFFORT TO EFFECTIVELY JOIN THE HUMAN SOUL TO THE HUMAN SPIRIT AND TO JOIN BOTH OF THESE TO GOD.
130. OF WHAT RELIGION IS THE GNOSTIC CHURCH?
THE GNOSTIC CHURCH IS OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION (ALTHOUGH IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT SHE IS OF THE ETERNAL RELIGION OF GNOSIS THAT WAS ALWAYS IN THE WORLD).
131. IS THIS NOT A SIGN OF LIMITATION OR OF SECTARIAN EXCLUSIVENESS?
NO. ONE CAN RESPECT AND STUDY MANY RELIGIONS, BUT ONE CAN EFFECTIVELY PRACTICE ONLY ONE.
132. IS THE GNOSTIC CHURCH CHRISTIAN IN THE SAME SENSE IN WHICH OTHER CHURCHES CALL THEMSELVES CHRISTIAN?
NO. THE GNOSTIC CHURCH IS CHRISTIAN BY HER OWN DEFINITION, BASED ON GNOSIS.
133. DOES THIS PLACE THE GNOSTIC CHURCH OUTSIDE OF THE FELLOWSHIP (EKUMENE) OF UNIVERSAL CHRISTENDOM?
NO, BECAUSE THE CRITERIA OF WHAT CONSTITUTES A CHRISTIAN VARY GREATLY AMONG CHRISTIAN PEOPLE. THE VARIATIONS INTRODUCED BY GNOSTICS ARE ONE SET AMONG MANY.
134. WHO FOUNDED THE CHURCH?
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST FOUNDED THE CHURCH. HE DID THIS WHEN JUST BEFORE HIS ASCENSION, HE COMMISSIONED HIS APOSTLES TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. EARLIER IN HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY HE INSTITUTED SACRAMENTS, CHOSE THE TWELVE APOSTLES, AND CONFERRED SACRED POWERS ON THEM.
135. WHY DID JESUS CHRIST FOUND THE CHURCH?
JESUS CHRIST FOUNDED THE CHURCH AS A VEHICLE TO BRING HUMAN BEINGS TO REDEMPTION FROM THE SHACKLES THAT CONFINE THEM TO THE REALM OF THE ARCHONS AND TO OPEN TO THEM THE FREEDOM AND THE GLORY OF THE FULLNESS (PLEROMA).
136. HAVE THERE BEEN OR ARE THERE OTHER SUCH VEHICLES BESIDES THE CHURCH FOUNDED BY CHRIST?
SINCE MESSENGERS, SAINTS AND PROPHETS HAVE BEEN SENT BY GOD FROM AGE TO AGE TO INSTRUCT AND TO ASSIST HUMAN BEINGS REGARDING SALVATION, IT IS UNDERSTANDABLE THAT THERE SHOULD BE OTHER VEHICLES OF A KINDRED NATURE.
137. WHY DO GNOSTICS THEN BELONG TO THE CHURCH FOUNDED BY CHRIST IN PREFERENCE TO ANY OTHER SUCH VEHICLE?
BECAUSE CHRIST IS THE LATEST OF THE SUPERNAL MESSENGERS WHOM IN OUR AGE AND PLACE, WE RECOGNIZE AS OUR REDEEMER (SOTER).
138. HOW IS THE CHURCH ENABLED TO LEAD SOULS TO SALVATION?
THE CHURCH IS ENABLED TO LEAD SOULS TO SALVATION BY THE INDWELLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO GIVES THE CHURCH LIFE. THIS WAS FIRST VISIBLY MANIFESTED AT PENTECOST WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED IN THE FORM OF TONGUES OF FIRE.
139. DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT STILL INDWELL IN THE CHURCH AS A WHOLE?
YES, BUT ONLY IN A GENERAL SENSE. THE DEGREE TO WHICH THE HOLY SPIRIT IS EFFECTIVELY PRESENT IN THE VARIOUS BRANCHES OF THE CHURCH VARIES CONSIDERABLY.
140. WHAT DETERMINES THE DEGREE TO WHICH VARIOUS BRANCHES OF THE CHURCH ARE ENLIVENED AND GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT?
THERE ARE TWO DETERMINANTS: (1) THE AMOUNT OF GNOSIS PRESENT, AND (2) THE PURITY AND HOLINESS OF THE LEADERS AND MEMBERS.
141. HOW DOES THIS PERTAIN TO THE EXISTENCE OF THE GNOSTIC CHURCH?
EVER SINCE THE LEADERS OF THE EXOTERIC (OR MAINSTREAM) CHURCH CAST OUT THE GNOSTICS FROM THEIR MIDST, THEY PROGRESSIVELY EXCLUDED THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT FROM THEIR ASSEMBLIES. THE NEED FOR A GNOSTIC CHURCH THUS BECAME EVER GREATER.
142. HOW DID THE GNOSTIC CHURCH FUNCTION THROUGHOUT HISTORY?
AT TIMES IN SECRECY AS A COVERT EFFORT CONCEALED WITHIN THE BODY OF THE EXOTERIC CHURCH, AT OTHER TIMES AS A FULLY SEPARATE AND DISTINCT BODY SUCH AS THE MANICHAEAN AND THE CATHAR CHURCHES, AND MANY OTHERS.
143. WHAT TRADITIONALLY ARE THE CHIEF MARKS OF THE CHURCH?
THERE ARE FOUR SUCH CHIEF MARKS OF THE CHURCH: (1) THAT THE CHURCH IS ONE; (2) THAT SHE IS HOLY; (3) THAT SHE IS UNIVERSAL (CATHOLIC); AND (4) THAT SHE IS APOSTOLIC. 
144. HOW ARE THESE MARKS PRESENT IN THE GNOSTIC CHURCH?
THE GNOSTIC CHURCH IS ONE BECAUSE ALL HER MEMBERS ASPIRE TO THE SAME GNOSIS AND HAVE THE SAME SACRAMENTS; THE GNOSTIC CHURCH IS HOLY BECAUSE HER MEMBERS ASPIRE TO A WHOLENESS AND INTEGRITY OF LIFE; SHE IS ALSO UNIVERSAL, OR CATHOLIC, BECAUSE SHE TEACHES AND PRACTICES THE FAITH OF GNOSIS WHICH IS NOT BOUND TO TIME OR TO PLACE; FINALLY, SHE IS APOSTOLIC BECAUSE HER AUTHORITY PROCEEDS FROM THE APOSTLES AND THEIR SUCCESSORS.
145. IS THE VISIBLE CHURCH CONNECTED WITH OTHER INVISIBLE ASSEMBLIES?
YES. THE EARTHLY CHURCH IS THE CHURCH MILITANT, BECAUSE SHE STRUGGLES AGAINST THE EVIL OF THE ARCHONS IN THE WORLD; JOINED TO HER WE FIND THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT CONSISTING OF THE LIBERATED SPIRITS IN THE FULLNESS (PLEROMA) AND THE CHURCH SUFFERING, WHICH CONSISTS OF THE SOULS AND SPIRITS OF THOSE WHO ARE NEITHER IN EARTHLY EMBODIMENT, NOR IN THE FREEDOM OF THE FULLNESS (PLEROMA) BUT IN THE PURGATORIAL IMMATERIAL REALMS. THIS IS ALSO KNOWN AS THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS.
146. WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS?
THE RESULTS OF THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS ARE THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE ONE VISIBLE AND THE TWO INVISIBLE CHURCHES ARE ABLE TO ACTIVELY HELP EACH OTHER.
147. HOW DO THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS HELP EACH OTHER?
THE LIBERATED SPIRITS IN THE FULLNESS (PLEROMA) PRAY FOR AND ASSIST BOTH THEIR INCARNATE AND DISCARNATE BROTHERS AND SISTERS, WHILE THE INCARNATE FAITHFUL CAN ALSO BY THEIR PRAYERS AND GOOD THOUGHTS RELIEVE THE SUFFERING AND ASSIST THE PURGATORIAL JOURNEY OF THOSE WHO HAVE LAID ASIDE THEIR VESTURES OF FLESH.
148. WHERE DO THE MEMBERS OF THE THREE CHURCHES DWELL?
THE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT DWELL IN ETERNAL LIFE IN THE BLISSFUL LAND OF LIGHT (THE PLEROMA) WITH GOD, HIS AEONS AND ANGELS AND HAPPY SOULS. WE OF THE CHURCH MILITANT EXPERIENCE THE SUFFERING AND CONFLICT ATTENDANT UPON EARTHLY LIFE, WHILE THE DISCARNATE SOULS ARE TORN BETWEEN THEIR DESIRE FOR THE LAND OF LIGHT AND THEIR ATTRACTION TO THE REALM OF DARKNESS.
149. DOES THE GNOSIS HOLD TO THE TEACHING OF REINCARNATION?
MANY GNOSTIC SCRIPTURES ARE SILENT ON THE SUBJECT. OTHERS STATE THAT REINCARNATION EXISTS AS A HELL, OR AS A PURGATORIAL SUFFERING INVOLVED IN BEING ATTACHED TO THE FLESHLY BODY AND TO THE TURBULENT MIND OR SOUL.
150. DOES REINCARNATION MERIT THE ENTHUSIASM OFTEN LAVISHED ON IT?
BY NO MEANS. THIS TEACHING WAS LONG UNKNOWN TO WESTERN CULTURES AND WHEN REDISCOVERED FROM EASTERN SOURCES, ITS VALUE CAME TO BE EXAGGERATED. GNOSTIC TEACHINGS HAVE ALWAYS REGARDED REINCARNATION AS A CALAMITY TO BE OVERCOME BY LIBERATION.
151. WHAT IS DEATH?
[bookmark: LESSON_IX]DEATH CAN BE ONE OF TWO THINGS: (1) IT CAN BE THE TEMPORARY RELEASE OF THE SPIRIT FROM ITS MATERIAL-PSYCHIC PRISON TO BE FOLLOWED BY RETURN TO SOME FORM OF EMBODIED WRETCHEDNESS; (2) IF THE LIGHT SPARK IS PURIFIED AND RESURRECTED BY GNOSIS, DEATH WILL BE ITS ENTRY INTO ETERNAL BLISS AND GLORY IN GOD'S KINGDOM OF LIGHT, THERE TO JOIN THE HIGHEST ORDER OF THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS.
LESSON IX: OF THE SACRAMENTS OR MYSTERIES
152. WHAT IS A SACRAMENT?
A SACRAMENT IS A SACRED RITE; THE VISIBLE AND OUTWARD SIGN OF AN INVISIBLE, INWARD GRACE OF GOD. ANCIENTLY, A SACRAMENT WAS CALLED A MYSTERY.
153. IS A SACRAMENT ALWAYS EFFECTIVE?
YES, A SACRAMENT IS ALWAYS EFFECTIVE AND PRODUCES THE RESULT WHICH IT IS DESIGNED TO ACCOMPLISH. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF A SACRAMENT CAN BE REDUCED, HOWEVER, WHEN ITS RECIPIENT PUTS OBSTACLES IN THE PATH OF THE WORKINGS OF THE SACRAMENT, OR WHEN ITS MINISTERING AGENTS ARE INSINCERE.
154. ARE THERE PREPARATIONS NECESSARY FOR THE RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENTS?
YES. PREPARATIONS ARE ALWAYS NECESSARY. TO RECEIVE A SACRAMENT IN AN UNPREPARED STATE IS A SACRILEGE, A PROFANATION OF A SACRED THING.
155. DOES THE EFFICACY OF THE SACRAMENTS DEPEND ON THE CHARACTER OR MERIT OF THE PERSON WHO ADMINISTERS THEM?
NO. THE PERSON ADMINISTERING A SACRAMENT IS ONLY AN INSTRUMENT, OR MINISTERING AGENT. IT IS CERTAINLY DESIRABLE THAT SUCH AN AGENT SHOULD BE IN A HOLY STATE OF CONSCIOUSNESS BUT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE SACRAMENT IS NOT TAKEN AWAY BY SUCH MATTERS, ALTHOUGH IT MIGHT BE DIMINISHED.
156. WHAT IS NECESSARY FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF A SACRAMENT?
A SACRAMENT FIRST REQUIRES AN OUTWARD SIGN, THAT IS SOME EXTERNAL THING OR ACTION (SUCH AS THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, OR THE ANOINTING WITH OIL). THIS IS CALLED THE MATTER OF THE SACRAMENT. SECOND, IT REQUIRES A SET FORMULA OR WORDS, WHICH IS KNOWN AS THE FORM OF THE SACRAMENT. TO THESE IS ADDED THE INTENTION OF THE MINISTERING AGENT WHICH MUST BE THAT OF DOING WHAT THE CHURCH INTENDS. THESE THREE ARE REQUIRED FOR THE WORKINGS OF GRACE.
157. HOW MANY SACRAMENTS ARE THERE?
THERE ARE FIVE INITIATORY SACRAMENTS TO WHICH ARE ADDED TWO SUSTAINING SACRAMENTS, THUS ADDING UP TO SEVEN. THERE ARE ALSO TWO SECONDARY OR SUBSTITUTIONAL SACRAMENTS. 
158. WHICH ARE THE FIVE INITIATORY SACRAMENTS?
THE FIVE INITIATORY SACRAMENTS (AS EXPLICITLY STATED IN THE GOSPEL OF PHILIP) ARE: BAPTISM, CHRISM (CONFIRMATION), HOLY EUCHARIST, REDEMPTION AND BRIDE-CHAMBER.
159. WHICH ARE THE TWO SUSTAINING SACRAMENTS?
THEY ARE THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS AND THE SACRAMENT OF EXTREME UNCTION AND HEALING.
160. ARE THERE ANY OTHER SACRAMENTS?
THERE ARE TWO OTHER SACRAMENTS WHICH MAY BE CALLED SECONDARY OR SUBSTITUTIONAL. THESE ARE THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY.
161. WHY ARE THESE SACRAMENTS CALLED SECONDARY OR SUBSTITUTIONAL?
BECAUSE PENANCE HAS BEEN SUBSTITUTED FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE REDEMPTION, WHILE MATRIMONY HAS BEEN SUBSTITUTED FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE BRIDE-CHAMBER.
162. HOW MANY SACRAMENTS DO THE EXOTERIC CHURCHES ADMINISTER?
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC, ORTHODOX AND ANGLICAN EXOTERIC CHURCHES ADMINISTER SEVEN SACRAMENTS, TO WIT: BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION (CHRISMATION), HOLY EUCHARIST, PENANCE, EXTREME UNCTION, HOLY ORDERS AND MATRIMONY. MANY PROTESTANT BODIES HAVE REDUCED THE NUMBER OF SACRAMENTS FURTHER. ALL OF THE EXOTERIC CHURCHES HAVE SUPPRESSED AND FORGOTTEN THE TWO GREATER SACRAMENTS OF THE REDEMPTION AND THE BRIDE-CHAMBER.
163. WHO HAS INSTITUTED THE SACRAMENTS?
IN A GENERAL SENSE THE LORD JESUS CHRIST INSTITUTED THE SACRAMENTS. THE INSTITUTION OF ONLY SOME CAN BE FOUND IN SACRED SCRIPTURE; HOWEVER, IN SOME FORM MOST OF THEM EXISTED SINCE THE BEGINNING OF CREATION.
164. DO THE SACRAMENTS CONFER GRACE?
YES. THEY CONFER SANCTIFYING GRACE AND A SPECIAL GRACE CALLED SACRAMENTAL GRACE.
165. FROM WHOM DO THE SACRAMENTS RECEIVE THEIR POWER TO GIVE GRACE?
THE SACRAMENTS RECEIVE THEIR POWER TO CONFER GRACE FROM GOD THROUGH THE AGENCY OF THE LOGOS OF GOD, WHO IS JESUS CHRIST.
166. WHY ARE BAPTISM AND PENANCE OFTEN CALLED SACRAMENTS OF THE DEAD?
BECAUSE THEY ARE ADMINISTERED TO SOULS WHO EITHER HAVE NOT COME TO LIFE BY WAY OF THE SPIRIT (BAPTISM) OR HAVE BECOME SPIRITUALLY DEAD THROUGH GRAVE SIN WHICH NEEDS TO BE ABSOLVED (PENANCE).
167. WHY ARE ALL THE OTHER SACRAMENTS OFTEN CALLED SACRAMENTS OF THE LIVING?
BECAUSE THEIR CHIEF PURPOSE IS TO GIVE MORE GRACE TO SOULS AND SPIRITS ALREADY SPIRITUALLY ALIVE THROUGH SANCTIFYING GRACE.
168. WHICH ARE THE SACRAMENTS THAT USUALLY CAN BE RECEIVED ONLY ONCE?
THEY ARE BAPTISM, CHRISM (CONFIRMATION) AND HOLY ORDERS BECAUSE THEY IMPRINT UPON THE SOUL AN INDELIBLE SPIRITUAL MARK, CALLED A CHARACTER. (EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE ARE WHEN THERE IS REASON TO BELIEVE THAT ANY OF THESE SACRAMENTS HAVE BEEN ADMINISTERED IN A DEFICIENT MANNER, SUCH AS BAPTISM OR CONFIRMATION WITHOUT THE SACRED OILS, OR ORDINATIONS PERFORMED IN AN INCOMPLETE MANNER.)
169. WHAT IS THE GENERAL EFFECT OF ALL SACRAMENTS?
[bookmark: LESSON_X]THE GRACE OF GOD IS THE LIFE OF GOD. CHRIST SAID THAT HE CAME SO THAT WE MAY HAVE LIFE AND HAVE IT MORE ABUNDANTLY. HE ALSO SAID THAT HE LOVED US AND LONGED TO GIVE US LIFE. THE MEANS WHEREBY HE GIVES US THIS DIVINE LIFE ARE THE SACRAMENTS. IT HAS ALSO BEEN SAID THAT JUST AS AN ARTIST, USING HIS BRUSH AS AN INSTRUMENT, PAINTS A BEAUTIFUL PICTURE, SO GOD THROUGH THE SACRAMENTS DRAWS HIS OWN IMAGE ON THE SOUL OF MAN. SUCH IS THE SUBLIME EFFECT OF THE SACRAMENTS.
LESSON X: OF THE SACRAMENTS, CONSIDERED SINGLY:
170. WHICH IS THE FIRST INITIATORY SACRAMENT?
IT IS THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM, ALSO KNOWN AS THE BAPTISM OF WATER BECAUSE IT EMPLOYS WATER.
171. AT WHAT AGE SHOULD ONE RECEIVE THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM?
PREFERABLY WHEN ONE HAS REACHED THE AGE OF REASON, BUT INFANT BAPTISMS, USING A SIMPLER FORMULA, ARE PERMISSIBLE.
172. WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS OF THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM?
BAPTISM LIBERATES THE BODY (SOMA) AND SOUL (PSYCHE) FROM THE DOMINION OF THE ARCHONS, UNDER WHICH THEY FELL AT PHYSICAL BIRTH. (THIS PERILOUS CONDITION IS CALLED "ORIGINAL SIN" BY THE EXOTERIC CHURCH.) BAPTISM ALSO WASHES AWAY ACTUAL FAULTS WHICH THE PERSON MAY HAVE COMMITTED PRIOR TO BAPTISM. BAPTISM ALSO JOINS AN ANGEL TO THE BAPTIZED SOUL, AND FACILITATES THE ENTRY AND EXIT OF THE SOUL FROM THE BODY. IT IS THIS SACRAMENT THAT AFFORDS US ENTRY INTO THE STREAM OF GNOSIS.
173. WHO CAN ADMINISTER BAPTISM?
A PRIEST OR DEACON IS THE USUAL MINISTER OF BAPTISM, BUT IN AN EMERGENCY ANYONE MAY AND SHOULD BAPTIZE.
174. WHAT IS A PERSON TO DO AFTER RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM?
A BAPTIZED PERSON SHOULD PARTICIPATE DILIGENTLY IN SACRED PRACTICES, PARTICULARLY THE HOLY EUCHARIST. SUCH A PERSON SHOULD ALSO CONTINUE TO STUDY THE SACRED LITERATURE OF THE GNOSIS.
175. WHAT IS THE SACRAMENT OF CHRISM OR CONFIRMATION?
CHRISM OR CONFIRMATION IS THE SACRAMENT THROUGH WHICH THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES TO US AND STRENGTHENS US IN OUR DETERMINATION TO PERSIST IN THE GNOSTIC LIFE.
176. AT WHAT AGE SHOULD ONE RECEIVE THE SACRAMENT OF CHRISM OR CONFIRMATION?
NOT BEFORE THE TIME OF ADOLESCENCE.
177. WHO IS THE USUAL MINISTER AT CONFIRMATION?
IT IS THE BISHOP.
178. WHAT DOES THE BISHOP DO WHEN HE GIVES CONFIRMATION?
HE LAYS HIS HAND ON THE HEAD OF EACH PERSON AND ANOINTS HIS FOREHEAD WITH HOLY CHRISM.
179. WHAT IS HOLY CHRISM?
HOLY CHRISM IS A MIXTURE OF OLIVE OIL AND BALM, BLESSED BY THE BISHOP ON MAUNDY THURSDAY. UNLIKE THE ELEMENT OF BAPTISM WHICH IS WATER, THE CHRISM IS COMBUSTIBLE AND THUS SYMBOLIZES THE FIRE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. THEREFORE THIS SACRAMENT IS SOMETIMES CALLED THE BAPTISM OF FIRE.
180. WHAT IS THE HOLY EUCHARIST?
IN THE SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST THE BREAD AND WINE ARE CHANGED INTO THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST AND ARE THEN RECEIVED INTO THE HUMAN ORGANISM. THIS SACRAMENT UNITES US IN A VERY SPECIAL WAY WITH CHRIST THE SAVIOR AND THROUGH HIM WITH THE FULLNESS (PLEROMA).
181. IS IT THE PHYSICAL BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST THAT WE PARTAKE OF IN THE HOLY EUCHARIST?
NO. IT IS HIS SPIRITUAL (PNEUMATIC) BODY AND BLOOD THAT WE PARTAKE OF UNDER THE APPEARANCE OF THE BREAD AND WINE.
182. HOW CAN THE SPIRITUAL (PNEUMATIC) BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST TAKE ON THE APPEARANCE OF THE BREAD AND WINE?
THROUGH THE SACRED PHENOMENON OF TRANSUBSTANTIATION OR TRANSELEMENTATION, WHICH IS BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE HOLY SPIRIT.
183. WHO INSTITUTED THE HOLY EUCHARIST?
CHRIST INSTITUTED THE HOLY EUCHARIST AT THE LAST SUPPER, THE NIGHT OF MAUNDY THURSDAY. WHEN HE SAID, "THIS IS MY BODY", THE ENTIRE SUBSTANCE OF THE BREAD CHANGED INTO HIS SPIRITUAL (PNEUMATIC) BODY, AND WHEN HE SAID "THIS IS MY BLOOD", THE ENTIRE SUBSTANCE OF THE WINE WAS CHANGED INTO HIS SPIRITUAL (PNEUMATIC) BLOOD.
184. HOW IS THE HOLY EUCHARIST OF CHRIST PERPETUATED?
CHRIST SAID: "DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME" AND THEREFORE HIS REPRESENTATIVE, THE DULY ORDAINED PRIEST, REPEATS CHRIST'S EUCHARISTIC SACRIFICE WITHIN THE CONTEXT
OF THE RITUAL OF THE MASS.
185. IS THE MASS CALLED THE HOLY EUCHARIST?
YES, BOTH THE RITUAL OF THE MASS AND THE SACRED SUBSTANCE OF THE CONSECRATED BREAD AND WINE ARE USUALLY REFERRED TO AS THE HOLY EUCHARIST.
186. WHAT DID THE GNOSTIC CHURCH AT TIMES CALL THE HOLY EUCHARIST?
IT WAS CALLED THE INEFFABLE MYSTERY.
187. SHOULD WE BE FREQUENT PARTICIPANTS IN THE INEFFABLE MYSTERY OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST?
YES, FOR NOT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS GREAT GIFT WOULD BE TO SCORN THE WORDS OF CHRIST THE SAVIOR (SOTER): "IF YOU DO NOT EAT OF MY FLESH AND IF YOU DO NOT DRINK OF MY BLOOD, YOU WILL HAVE NO TRUE LIFE IN YOU".
188. HOW IS ONE TO PREPARE ONESELF FOR THE RECEPTION OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST?
BY PRAYER AND SINCERE CONTRITION THAT PURIFIES ONE OF THE STAIN OF FAULTS AND UNWORTHINESS. OTHERWISE, IN THE WORDS OF ST. PAUL, WE EAT AND DRINK OUR OWN JUDGMENT AND CONDEMNATION.
189. WHAT IS THE SACRAMENT OF THE REDEMPTION?
THE SACRAMENT OF THE REDEMPTION IS ONE OF THE TWO GREATER OR ESOTERIC SACRAMENTS PRACTICED BY GNOSTICS AND MENTIONED IN THE GOSPEL OF PHILIP. IT HAS BEEN REPRESSED BY THE EXOTERIC CHURCH. IT IS THE FIRST OF THE GREATER OR ESOTERIC SACRAMENTS.
190. WHAT OTHER NAMES ARE USED TO DESCRIBE THE SACRAMENT OF THE REDEMPTION?
APOLYTROSIS, THE CONSOLAMENTUM, THE RENUNCIATION, THE BAPTISM OF AIR.
191. WHAT IS THE EFFECT OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE REDEMPTION?
THE INTENTION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE REDEMPTION IS TO DELIVER A PERSON FROM THE SHACKLES OF THE DEMIURGE AND THE ARCHONS. THE EFFECTS TRADITIONALLY HELD ARE: (1) IT REMITS ALL OF ONE'S FAULTS AND GIVES ONE THE STRENGTH NOT TO COMMIT GRAVE OFFENSES; (2) IT PERFECTS IN ONE THE CHANGE PRODUCED BY THE BAPTISM OF WATER; (3) IT MAKES ONE THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT; (4) BY ITS EFFECTS WE BECOME COMPLETE CHRISTIANS (PERFECTI); (5) IT RENEWS THE LINK BETWEEN ONE'S SOUL AND THE TWIN ANGEL OR DEIFIC DOUBLE FROM WHOM ONE HAS BEEN SEPARATED AT ONE'S DESCENT INTO THE ARCHONIC REALM; 
(6) FINALLY, IT ASSURES ONE OF ONE'S LIBERATION FROM THE CYCLE OF BIRTH AND DEATH AND THUS FREES ONE OF THE NECESSITY OF FUTURE EMBODIMENTS ON EARTH. 
192. WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE REDEMPTION?
ADULTS OVER TWENTY YEARS OF AGE WHO HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED AND CONFIRMED AND WHO ARE DILIGENT PRACTITIONERS OF THE GNOSIS. (HOWEVER, IT IS GENERALLY PREFERABLE TO CONFER THE SACRAMENT ON PERSONS AT OR PAST MID-LIFE.) CANDIDATES SHOULD ALSO DEMONSTRATE AN UNALTERABLE CONVICTION OF NOT WISHING TO BE RE-EMBODIED IN THE WORLD.
193. WHAT IS THE SACRAMENT OF THE BRIDE-CHAMBER?
IT IS THE SECOND OF THE GREATER OR ESOTERIC SACRAMENTS, AND IS THE FINAL AND THE GREATEST OF THE INITIATORY SACRAMENTS. LIKE THE REDEMPTION, IT ALSO HAS BEEN REPRESSED BY THE EXOTERIC CHURCH.
194. BY WHAT OTHER NAMES IS THE SACRAMENT OF THE BRIDE-CHAMBER KNOWN?
THE BRIDAL CHAMBER, THE SACRED WEDDING (HIEROS GAMOS) AND THE MYSTERY OF THE SYZYGIES.
195. WHAT IS THE EFFECT OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE BRIDE-CHAMBER?
IT COMPLETES ALL THE EFFECTS OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE REDEMPTION AND SEALS THEM FOR ALL ETERNITY. PARTICULARLY IT UNITES THE SOUL IN A FINAL UNION WITH THE TWIN ANGEL OR DEIFIC DOUBLE AND SIMILARLY ALSO UNITES THE SOUL WITH GOD IN THE FULLNESS (PLEROMA).
196. WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE BRIDE-CHAMBER?
ONE WHO HAS RECEIVED THE SACRAMENT OF THE REDEMPTION (CONSOLAMENTUM).
197. HOW IS THE SACRAMENT OF THE BRIDE-CHAMBER CONFERRED?
[bookmark: LESSON_XI]AT THIS TIME IN HISTORY, THE SACRAMENT OF THE BRIDE-CHAMBER IS NOT CONFERRED IN EARTHLY FORM, BUT IS RECEIVED BY THE SOUL IN ITS OWN REALM, USUALLY AFTER BODILY DEATH. IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE, HOWEVER, THAT THE BRIDE-CHAMBER MAY RETURN IN EARTHLY MANIFESTATION WHEN GOD SO DECREES.
LESSON XI: OF THE SACRAMENTS, CONSIDERED SINGLY:
198. WHY ARE THE SACRAMENTS OF HOLY ORDERS AND EXTREME UNCTION AND HEALING CALLED SUSTAINING SACRAMENTS?
BECAUSE BY HOLY ORDERS THE ADMINISTERING OF GRACE IN THE CHURCH IS SUSTAINED, WHILE UNCTION SUSTAINS THE DYING AND THE SICK.
199. WHAT IS HOLY ORDERS?
HOLY ORDERS IS THE SACRAMENT THROUGH WHICH HUMAN BEINGS RECEIVE THE POWER AND GRACE TO PERFORM THE SACRED DUTIES OF THE CLERGY OF THE CHURCH.
200. BY WHAT OTHER TERM HAS THE GNOSTIC CHURCH SOMETIMES REFERRED TO HOLY ORDERS?
AS THE MYSTERY OF THE GREAT NAME.
201. HOW MANY GRADES OR OFFICES OF HOLY ORDERS ARE THERE?
NINE, TO WIT: CLERIC, DOORKEEPER, READER, EXORCIST, ACOLYTE, SUBDEACON, DEACON, PRIEST AND BISHOP.
202. WHICH AMONG THE GRADES IS QUALIFIED TO CELEBRATE THE HOLY EUCHARIST, AND THUS CHANGE BREAD AND WINE INTO THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST?
THE GRADES OF PRIEST AND BISHOP.
203. WHAT DUTIES IS A DEACON QUALIFIED TO PERFORM?
A DEACON MAY PERFORM MANY DUTIES, SUCH AS READ THE GOSPEL, PREACH, AND SERVE HOLY COMMUNION WITH THE RESERVED
SACRAMENT, BUT MAY NOT CELEBRATE THE HOLY EUCHARIST.
204. WHAT ARE THE DUTIES OF THE LESSER GRADES OR ORDERS?
THEY ASSIST THE BISHOP, THE PRIESTS AND DEACONS IN VARIOUS WAYS.
205. WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS OF THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS?
THE EFFECTS OF ORDINATION TO THE HOLY ORDERS ARE: (1) AN INCREASE IN SANCTIFYING GRACE; (2) THE GIFT OF SACRAMENTAL GRACE, THROUGH WHICH ONE IN HOLY ORDERS RECEIVES DIVINE HELP IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THE MINISTRY; (3) AN INDELIBLE IMPRINT THAT IMPRESSES ITSELF FOREVER ON THE SOUL; (4) THE AUTHORITY TO PERFORM CERTAIN SACRED ACTIONS APPROPRIATE TO THE OFFICE CONCERNED.
206. WHAT ARE SOME OF THE REQUIREMENTS, THAT A PERSON MAY RECEIVE HOLY ORDERS WORTHILY?
TO RECEIVE HOLY ORDERS WORTHILY IT IS NECESSARY: (1) THAT ONE BE OF GOOD CHARACTER AND IN A STATE OF GRACE; (2) THAT ONE BE INFORMED IN THE MYTHOS OF THE GNOSIS; (3) THAT ONE HAVE THE INTENTION OF DEVOTING ONE'S LIFE TO THE SACRED MINISTRY; (4) THAT ONE BE DETERMINED TO TEACH AND SERVE THE GNOSIS ACCORDING TO THE TEACHINGS AND PRACTICE OF THE GNOSTIC CHURCH; AND (5) THAT ONE SHOULD HAVE THE INWARD CALL FROM ONE'S SPIRIT AND THE OUTWARD CALL FROM ONE'S BISHOP.
207. WHO CONFERS THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS?
THE BISHOP IN HIS CAPACITY AS SUCCESSOR OF THE APOSTLES, IS THE ONE WHO CONFERS THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS.
208. WHAT IS THE APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION?
THE APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION IS THE MECHANISM WHEREBY THE HOLY ORDERS INSTITUTED AND ADMINISTERED BY CHRIST ARE TRANSMITTED TO HIS SACRAMENTAL SERVANTS THROUGHOUT THE AGES. THE GOSPEL OF PHILIP SAYS: "THE SON ANOINTED THE APOSTLES AND THE APOSTLES ANOINTED US".
209. WHAT IS THE SACRAMENT OF EXTREME UNCTION AND HEALING?
THIS SACRAMENT IS ONE, WHERE, THROUGH THE ANOINTING WITH BLESSED OIL BY THE MINISTER AND THROUGH CERTAIN SPECIAL PRAYERS, STRENGTH OF SOUL AND BODY ARE INCREASED IN ILL OR DYING PERSONS.
210. WHAT HAS THE SACRAMENT OF EXTREME UNCTION AND HEALING BEEN ALSO SOMETIMES CALLED IN THE GNOSTIC CHURCH?
IT HAS BEEN CALLED THE MYSTERY OF THE PNEUMATIC UNCTIONS.
211. WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS OF THE SACRAMENT OF EXTREME UNCTION AND HEALING?
THE EFFECTS ARE: (1) AN INCREASE IN SANCTIFYING GRACE; (2) THE GIFT OF COMFORT AND SERENITY IN SICKNESS; (3) PREPARATION FOR ENTRY INTO THE HIGHER WORLDS, AND (4) HEALING OF THE BODY WHEN EXPEDIENT FOR THE SOUL AND SPIRIT.
212. WHO CAN ADMINISTER THE SACRAMENT OF EXTREME UNCTION AND HEALING?
ONLY THOSE IN MAJOR ORDERS (DEACONS, PRIESTS AND BISHOPS) CAN ADMINISTER THIS SACRAMENT.
213. WHAT IS A PUBLIC HEALING SERVICE?
A PUBLIC HEALING SERVICE CONSISTS OF THE ADMINISTERING OF THE UNCTION AND PRAYERS TO PERSONS NOT NECESSARILY IN DANGER OF DEATH.
214. SHOULD SACRAMENTAL HEALING BE USED SO AS TO TAKE THE PLACE OF MEDICAL HELP?
NO. SPIRITUAL MEANS OF HEALING EXIST TO WORK ALONG WITH AND NOT TO REPLACE PHYSICAL MEDICINE.
215. WHAT ARE THE SUBSTITUTIONAL OR SECONDARY SACRAMENTS?
THEY ARE PENANCE AND MATRIMONY.
216. WHY ARE THEY CALLED SUBSTITUTIONAL?
BECAUSE PENANCE CAME TO SUBSTITUTE FOR REDEMPTION AND MATRIMONY FOR THE BRIDE-CHAMBER, AND ALSO BECAUSE THEIR FORMS OF ADMINISTRATION UNDERWENT MANY VICISSITUDES AND WERE SUBJECT TO DOUBT AND ARGUMENT.
217. HAVE THE TWO SUBSTITUTIONAL SACRAMENTS ALWAYS BEEN CONSIDERED TRUE SACRAMENTS?
NO. BUT THERE ALWAYS EXISTED FORMULAE OF ABSOLUTION (PENANCE), AND NUPTIAL BLESSINGS FOR COUPLES.
218. WHY DO WE CONSIDER THEM SACRAMENTS TODAY?
BECAUSE THE HIGHER ESOTERIC SACRAMENTS ARE NOT GENERALLY AVAILABLE, AND THESE TWO SACRAMENTS SYMBOLICALLY REPRESENT AND FORESHADOW THEM.
219. WHAT IS THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE?
PENANCE (ABSOLUTION) IS THE SACRAMENT WHEREBY ONE IS CLEANSED OF FAULTS WHICH BIND ONE TO THE REALM OF THE ARCHONS. (THIS IS KNOWN POPULARLY AS THE REMISSION OF SINS.) 
220. WHAT IS THE EFFECT OF THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE?
ITS EFFECT IS THE EXPERIENCE OF DIVINE FORGIVENESS.
221. WHAT MUST ONE DO TO RECEIVE THIS SACRAMENT FULLY AND WORTHILY?
ONE MUST: (1) EXAMINE ONE'S CONSCIENCE; (2) BE CONTRITE (SORRY) FOR ONE'S OFFENSES; (3) HAVE THE FIRM PURPOSE OF NOT COMMITTING OFFENSES AGAIN. (VERBAL CONFESSION IS NOT NECESSARY, ALTHOUGH IT IS SOMETIMES DESIRABLE.)
222. WHAT DOES THE GNOSTIC REGARD AS AN OFFENSE (SIN)?
GNOSTICS ARE CONCERNED CHIEFLY WITH OFFENSES AGAINST THE SUPREME COMMANDMENT GIVEN TO US BY CHRIST HIMSELF, NAMELY TO LOVE GOD WITH THE TOTALITY OF OUR BEING AND TO LOVE OUR NEIGHBOR AS OURSELVES. THIS IS THE COMMANDMENT THAT HAS REPLACED ALL OTHERS, THEREFORE TO OFFEND AGAINST IT IS THE ONLY TRUE SIN. 
223. WHAT IS GUILT?
GUILT IS THE CONDITION OF THE MIND OF THE UNFORGIVEN. GNOSTIC CHRISTIANS HAVE NO NEED OF GUILT, ONLY OF CONTRITION WHEREBY THEY GAIN FORGIVENESS.
224. WHAT IS THE OUTWARD SIGN OF DIVINE FORGIVENESS?
IT IS THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE, OR MORE CORRECTLY OF ABSOLUTION.
225. WHAT IS THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY?
MATRIMONY IS THE SACRAMENT WHEREBY TWO PERSONS ENTER INTO A CONDITION OF MARRIAGE AND THEREBY FORESHADOW UNDER AN EARTHLY SEMBLANCE THE MYSTERY OF THE BRIDE-CHAMBER.
226. WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS OF THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY?
THE EFFECTS OF THIS SACRAMENT ARE THE PRESENCE OF SANCTIFYING GRACE AND DIVINE HELP FOR THE MARRIED STATE.
227. WHO ADMINISTERS THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY?
[bookmark: APPENDIX_A]THE TWO MARITAL PARTNERS ADMINISTER THE SACRAMENT TO EACH OTHER, WITH THE PRIEST ACTING AS A SOLEMNIZING AGENT.
APPENDIX A
PRAYER
A.) WHAT IS PRAYER? 
PRAYER IS THE LIFTING UP OF OUR MINDS AND HEARTS TO GOD.
B.) HOW MANY FORMS OF PRAYER ARE THERE?
THERE ARE TWO FORMS OF PRAYER: VOCAL PRAYER AND MENTAL PRAYER.
C.) HOW MANY CATEGORIES OF PRAYER ARE THERE?
THERE ARE THREE PRINCIPAL KINDS OF PRAYER: (1) PRAYERS OF PETITION AND INTERCESSION; (2) PRAYERS OF ADORATION AND PRAISE; (3) PRAYERS OF CONTEMPLATION. THE FORMER TWO ARE VOCAL, THE LATTER ONE IS MENTAL. PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION ARE ADDRESSED TO AEONIAL BEINGS, SAINTS AND ANGELS; ALL OTHER PRAYERS ARE ADDRESSED TO GOD.
D.) WHAT DO WE NEED TO KEEP IN MIND WHEN UTTERING PRAYERS OF PETITION?
WE HAVE TO KEEP IN MIND THAT GOD ALONE KNOWS WHAT IS TRULY USEFUL TO THE WELFARE OF OUR SPIRITS AND THAT THUS OUR PETITIONS ARE CONTINGENT UPON THE WILL AND WISDOM OF GOD. (WITNESS THE PRAYER OF JESUS IN THE GARDEN: "HOWEVER, NOT MY WILL, BUT THINE BE DONE.")
E.) WHAT IS MENTAL PRAYER?
MENTAL PRAYER IS THAT PRAYER WHEREIN WE INWARDLY UNITE OUR HEARTS WITH GOD. SOMETIMES IT IS CALLED MEDITATION. 
F.) ARE VOCAL AND MENTAL PRAYER BOTH NECESSARY?
[bookmark: APPENDIX_B]BOTH ARE NECESSARY FACILITATORS OF GRACE AND GNOSIS.
APPENDIX B
THE GNOSTIC IN THE WORLD
G.) DO GNOSTICS STRIVE TO IMPROVE THE WORLD?
YES, BY IMPROVING THEMSELVES THROUGH GNOSIS.
H.) WHY IS THIS SO?
THE WORLD IS IN LARGE PART THE DOMAIN OF THE ARCHONS. AS SUCH IT IS NOT PERFECTIBLE. STILL IT CAN BE SOMEWHAT IMPROVED AND ITS INHERENT DEFICIENCY DIMINISHES EVERY TIME A HUMAN SPIRIT ATTAINS TO LIBERATING GNOSIS.
I.) ARE GNOSTICS INCLINED TO ANY PARTICULAR SYSTEM OF WORLDLY GOVERNMENT?
INDIVIDUAL GNOSTICS MAY SUPPORT ANY WORLDLY CAUSE OR NONE. THE GNOSTIC WORLD VIEW, HOWEVER, ADVISES CAUTION CONCERNING ALL SUCH INVOLVEMENTS.
J.) DOES THE GNOSTIC WORLD VIEW UPHOLD OR REBEL AGAINST WORLDLY "ESTABLISHMENTS"?
IT DOES NEITHER, FOR ITS ATTITUDE IS WELL STATED IN ONE OF ITS SCRIPTURES: "DO NOT PUT YOUR TRUST IN THE POTENTATES, RULERS, AND THE REBELS OF THIS WORLD, FOR THEIR AUTHORITY PASSES AWAY AND COMES TO AN END AND THEIR WORKS ARE AS NAUGHT."
K.) WHAT IS THE CHIEF REQUIREMENT OF THE GNOSTIC IN WORLDLY SOCIETY?
THE CHIEF REQUIREMENT OF THE GNOSTIC IN WORLDLY SOCIETY IS AN OPTIMUM DEGREE OF FREEDOM, FOR WITHOUT FREEDOM THE PURSUIT OF GNOSIS BECOMES VERY DIFFICULT. SINCE THE FREEDOM OF GNOSTICS CANNOT BE SEPARATED FROM THE FREEDOMS OF ALL OTHERS, THE FREER ALL HUMAN BEINGS ARE, THE BETTER THIS IS FOR GNOSIS AND FOR GNOSTICS. 
THE NAG HAMMADI HOLY SCRIPTURES
THE ACTS OF PETER AND THE TWELVE APOSTLES
[...] WHICH [...] PURPOSE [... AFTER ...] US [...] APOSTLES [...]. WE SAILED [...] OF THE BODY. OTHERS WERE NOT ANXIOUS IN THEIR HEARTS. AND IN OUR HEARTS, WE WERE UNITED. WE AGREED TO FULFILL THE MINISTRY TO WHICH THE LORD APPOINTED US. AND WE MADE A COVENANT WITH EACH OTHER.  WE WENT DOWN TO THE SEA AT AN OPPORTUNE MOMENT, WHICH CAME TO US FROM THE LORD. WE FOUND A SHIP MOORED AT THE SHORE READY TO EMBARK, AND WE SPOKE WITH THE SAILORS OF THE SHIP ABOUT OUR COMING ABOARD WITH THEM. THEY SHOWED GREAT KINDLINESS TOWARD US AS WAS ORDAINED BY THE LORD. AND AFTER WE HAD EMBARKED, WE SAILED A DAY AND A NIGHT. AFTER THAT, A WIND CAME UP BEHIND THE SHIP AND BROUGHT US TO A SMALL CITY IN THE MIDST OF THE SEA. AND I, PETER, INQUIRED ABOUT THE NAME OF THIS CITY FROM RESIDENTS WHO WERE STANDING ON THE DOCK. A MAN AMONG THEM ANSWERED, SAYING, "THE NAME OF THIS CITY IS HABITATION, THAT IS, FOUNDATION [...] ENDURANCE." AND THE LEADER AMONG THEM HOLDING THE PALM BRANCH AT THE EDGE OF THE DOCK. AND AFTER WE HAD GONE ASHORE WITH THE BAGGAGE, I WENT INTO THE CITY, TO SEEK ADVICE ABOUT LODGING. A MAN CAME OUT WEARING A CLOTH BOUND AROUND HIS WAIST, AND A GOLD BELT GIRDED IT. ALSO, A NAPKIN WAS TIED OVER HIS CHEST, EXTENDING OVER HIS SHOULDERS AND COVERING HIS HEAD AND HIS HANDS. I WAS STARING AT THE MAN, BECAUSE HE WAS BEAUTIFUL IN HIS FORM AND STATURE. THERE WERE FOUR PARTS OF HIS BODY THAT I SAW: THE SOLES OF HIS FEET AND A PART OF HIS CHEST AND THE PALMS OF HIS HANDS AND HIS VISAGE. THESE THINGS I WAS ABLE TO SEE. A BOOK COVER LIKE (THOSE OF) MY BOOKS WAS IN HIS LEFT HAND. A STAFF OF STYRAX WOOD WAS IN HIS RIGHT HAND. HIS VOICE WAS RESOUNDING AS HE SLOWLY SPOKE, CRYING OUT IN THE CITY, "PEARLSL PEARLSL" I, INDEED, THOUGHT HE WAS A MAN OF THAT CITY. I SAID TO HIM, "MY BROTHER AND MY FRIEND!" HE ANSWERED ME, THEN, SAYING, "RIGHTLY DID YOU SAY, 'MY BROTHER AND MY FRIEND.' WHAT IS IT YOU SEEK FROM ME?" I SAID TO HIM, "I ASK YOU ABOUT LODGING FOR ME AND THE BROTHERS ALSO, BECAUSE WE ARE STRANGERS HERE." HE SAID TO ME, "FOR THIS REASON HAVE I MYSELF JUST SAID, 'MY BROTHER AND MY FRIEND,' BECAUSE I ALSO AM A FELLOW STRANGER LIKE YOU." AND HAVING SAID THESE THINGS, HE CRIED OUT, "PEARLS! PEARLS!" THE RICH MEN OF THAT CITY HEARD HIS VOICE. THEY CAME OUT OF THEIR HIDDEN STOREROOMS. AND SOME WERE LOOKING OUT FROM THE STOREROOMS OF THEIR HOUSES. OTHERS LOOKED OUT FROM THEIR UPPER WINDOWS. AND THEY DID NOT SEE (THAT THEY COULD GAIN) ANYTHING FROM HIM, BECAUSE THERE WAS NO POUCH ON HIS BACK NOR BUNDLE INSIDE HIS CLOTH AND NAPKIN. AND BECAUSE OF THEIR DISDAIN THEY DID NOT EVEN ACKNOWLEDGE HIM. HE, FOR HIS PART, DID NOT REVEAL HIMSELF TO THEM. THEY RETURNED TO THEIR STOREROOMS, SAYING, "THIS MAN IS MOCKING US." AND THE POOR OF THAT CITY HEARD HIS VOICE, AND THEY CAME TO THE MAN WHO SELLS THIS PEARL. THEY SAID, "PLEASE TAKE THE TROUBLE TO SHOW US THE PEARL SO THAT WE MAY, THEN, SEE IT WITH OUR (OWN) EYES. FOR WE ARE THE POOR. AND WE DO NOT HAVE THIS [...] PRICE TO PAY FOR IT. BUT SHOW US THAT WE MIGHT SAY TO OUR FRIENDS THAT WE SAW A PEARL WITH OUR (OWN) EYES." HE ANSWERED, SAYING TO THEM, "IF IT IS POSSIBLE, COME TO MY CITY, SO THAT I MAY NOT ONLY SHOW IT BEFORE YOUR (VERY) EYES, BUT GIVE IT TO YOU FOR NOTHING." AND INDEED THEY, THE POOR OF THAT CITY, HEARD AND SAID, "SINCE WE ARE BEGGARS, WE SURELY KNOW THAT A MAN DOES NOT GIVE A PEARL TO A BEGGAR, BUT (IT IS) BREAD AND MONEY THAT IS USUALLY RECEIVED. NOW THEN, THE KINDNESS WHICH WE WANT TO RECEIVE FROM YOU (IS) THAT YOU SHOW US THE PEARL BEFORE OUR EYES. AND WE WILL SAY TO OUR FRIENDS PROUDLY THAT WE SAW A PEARL WITH OUR (OWN) EYES" - BECAUSE IT IS NOT FOUND AMONG THE POOR, ESPECIALLY SUCH BEGGARS (AS THESE). HE ANSWERED (AND) SAID TO THEM, "IF IT IS POSSIBLE, YOU YOURSELVES COME TO MY CITY, SO THAT I MAY NOT ONLY SHOW YOU IT, BUT GIVE IT TO YOU FOR NOTHING." THE POOR AND THE BEGGARS REJOICED BECAUSE OF THE MAN WHO GIVES FOR NOTHING. THE MEN ASKED PETER ABOUT THE HARDSHIPS. PETER ANSWERED AND TOLD THOSE THINGS THAT HE HAD HEARD ABOUT THE HARDSHIPS OF THE WAY. BECAUSE THEY ARE INTERPRETERS OF THE HARDSHIPS IN THEIR MINISTRY. HE SAID TO THE MAN WHO SELLS THIS PEARL, "I WANT TO KNOW YOUR NAME AND THE HARDSHIPS OF THE WAY TO YOUR CITY BECAUSE WE ARE STRANGERS AND SERVANTS OF GOD. IT IS NECESSARY FOR US TO SPREAD THE WORD OF GOD IN EVERY CITY HARMONIOUSLY." HE ANSWERED AND SAID, "IF YOU SEEK MY NAME, LITHARGOEL IS MY NAME, THE INTERPRETATION OF WHICH IS, THE LIGHT, GAZELLELIKE STONE. "AND ALSO (CONCERNING) THE ROAD TO THE CITY, WHICH YOU ASKED ME ABOUT, I WILL TELL YOU ABOUT IT. NO MAN IS ABLE TO GO ON THAT ROAD, EXCEPT ONE WHO HAS FORSAKEN EVERYTHING THAT HE HAS AND HAS FASTED DAILY FROM STAGE TO STAGE. FOR MANY ARE THE ROBBERS AND WILD BEASTS ON THAT ROAD. THE ONE WHO CARRIES BREAD WITH HIM ON THE ROAD, THE BLACK DOGS KILL BECAUSE OF THE BREAD. THE ONE WHO CARRIES A COSTLY GARMENT OF THE WORLD WITH HIM, THE ROBBERS KILL BECAUSE OF THE GARMENT. THE ONE WHO CARRIES WATER WITH HIM, THE WOLVES KILL BECAUSE OF THE WATER, SINCE THEY WERE THIRSTY FOR IT. THE ONE WHO IS ANXIOUS ABOUT MEAT AND GREEN VEGETABLES, THE LIONS EAT BECAUSE OF THE MEAT. IF HE EVADES THE LIONS, THE BULLS DEVOUR HIM BECAUSE OF THE GREEN VEGETABLES." WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE THINGS TO ME, I SIGHED WITHIN MYSELF, SAYING, "GREAT HARDSHIPS ARE ON THE ROAD! IF ONLY JESUS WOULD GIVE US POWER TO WALK IT!" HE LOOKED AT ME SINCE MY FACE WAS SAD, AND I SIGHED. HE SAID TO ME, "WHY DO YOU SIGH, IF YOU, INDEED, KNOW THIS NAME "JESUS" AND BELIEVE HIM? HE IS A GREAT POWER FOR GIVING STRENGTH. FOR I TOO BELIEVE IN THE FATHER WHO SENT HIM." I REPLIED, ASKING HIM, "WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE PLACE TO WHICH YOU GO, YOUR CITY?" HE SAID TO ME, "THIS IS THE NAME OF MY CITY, 'NINE GATES.' LET US PRAISE GOD AS WE ARE MINDFUL THAT THE TENTH IS THE HEAD." AFTER THIS I WENT AWAY FROM HIM IN PEACE. AS I WAS ABOUT TO GO AND CALL MY FRIENDS, I SAW WAVES AND LARGE HIGH WALLS SURROUNDING THE BOUNDS OF THE CITY. I MARVELED AT THE GREAT THINGS I SAW. I SAW AN OLD MAN SITTING AND I ASKED HIM IF THE NAME OF THE CITY WAS REALLY HABITATION. HE [...], "HABITATION [...]." HE SAID TO ME, "YOU SPEAK TRULY, FOR WE INHABIT HERE BECAUSE WE ENDURE." I RESPONDED, SAYING, "JUSTLY [...] HAVE MEN NAMED IT [...], BECAUSE (BY) EVERYONE WHO ENDURES HIS TRIALS, CITIES ARE INHABITED, AND A PRECIOUS KINGDOM COMES FROM THEM, BECAUSE THEY ENDURE IN THE MIDST OF THE APOSTASIES AND THE DIFFICULTIES OF THE STORMS. SO THAT IN THIS WAY, THE CITY OF EVERYONE WHO ENDURES THE BURDEN OF HIS YOKE OF FAITH WILL BE INHABITED, AND HE WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." I HURRIED AND WENT AND CALLED MY FRIENDS SO THAT WE MIGHT GO TO THE CITY THAT HE, LITHARGOEL, APPOINTED FOR US. IN A BOND OF FAITH, WE FORSOOK EVERYTHING AS HE HAD SAID (TO DO). WE EVADED THE ROBBERS, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT FIND THEIR GARMENTS WITH US. WE EVADED THE WOLVES, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT FIND THE WATER WITH US FOR WHICH THEY THIRSTED. WE EVADED THE LIONS, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT FIND THE DESIRE FOR MEAT WITH US. WE EVADED THE BULLS [...] THEY DID NOT FIND GREEN VEGETABLES. A GREAT JOY CAME UPON US AND A PEACEFUL CAREFREENESS LIKE THAT OF OUR LORD. WE RESTED OURSELVES IN FRONT OF THE GATE, AND WE TALKED WITH EACH OTHER ABOUT THAT WHICH IS NOT A DISTRACTION OF THIS WORLD. RATHER WE CONTINUED IN CONTEMPLATION OF THE FAITH. AS WE DISCUSSED THE ROBBERS ON THE ROAD, WHOM WE EVADED, BEHOLD LITHARGOEL, HAVING CHANGED, CAME OUT TO US. HE HAD THE APPEARANCE OF A PHYSICIAN, SINCE AN UNGUENT BOX WAS UNDER HIS ARM, AND A YOUNG DISCIPLE WAS FOLLOWING HIM CARRYING A POUCH FULL OF MEDICINE. WE DID NOT RECOGNIZE HIM. PETER RESPONDED AND SAID TO HIM, "WE WANT YOU TO DO US A FAVOR, BECAUSE WE ARE STRANGERS, AND TAKE US TO THE HOUSE OF LITHARGOEL BEFORE EVENING COMES." HE SAID, "IN UPRIGHTNESS OF HEART I WILL SHOW IT TO YOU. BUT I AM AMAZED AT HOW YOU KNEW THIS GOOD MAN. FOR HE DOES NOT REVEAL HIMSELF TO EVERY MAN, BECAUSE HE HIMSELF IS THE SON OF A GREAT KING. REST YOURSELVES A LITTLE SO THAT I MAY GO AND HEAL THIS MAN AND COME (BACK)." HE HURRIED AND CAME (BACK) QUICKLY. HE SAID TO PETER, "PETER!" AND PETER WAS FRIGHTENED, FOR HOW DID HE KNOW THAT HIS NAME WAS PETER? PETER RESPONDED TO THE SAVIOR, "HOW DO YOU KNOW ME, FOR YOU CALLED MY NAME?" LITHARGOEL ANSWERED, "I WANT TO ASK YOU WHO GAVE THE NAME PETER TO YOU?" HE SAID TO HIM, "IT WAS JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD. HE GAVE THIS NAME TO ME." HE ANSWERED AND SAID, "IT IS I! RECOGNIZE ME, PETER." HE LOOSENED THE GARMENT, WHICH CLOTHED HIM - THE ONE INTO WHICH HE HAD CHANGED HIMSELF BECAUSE OF US - REVEALING TO US IN TRUTH THAT IT WAS HE. WE PROSTRATED OURSELVES ON THE GROUND AND WORSHIPPED HIM. WE COMPRISED ELEVEN DISCIPLES. HE STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND AND CAUSED US TO STAND. WE SPOKE WITH HIM HUMBLY. OUR HEADS WERE BOWED DOWN IN UNWORTHINESS AS WE SAID, "WHAT YOU WISH WE WILL DO. BUT GIVE US POWER TO DO WHAT YOU WISH AT ALL TIMES." HE GAVE THEM THE UNGUENT BOX AND THE POUCH THAT WAS IN THE HAND OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLE. HE COMMANDED THEM LIKE THIS, SAYING, "GO INTO THE CITY FROM WHICH YOU CAME, WHICH IS CALLED HABITATION. CONTINUE IN ENDURANCE AS YOU TEACH ALL THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN MY NAME, BECAUSE I HAVE ENDURED IN HARDSHIPS OF THE FAITH. I WILL GIVE YOU YOUR REWARD. TO THE POOR OF THAT CITY GIVE WHAT THEY NEED IN ORDER TO LIVE UNTIL I GIVE THEM WHAT IS BETTER, WHICH I TOLD YOU THAT I WILL GIVE YOU FOR NOTHING." PETER ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM, "LORD, YOU HAVE TAUGHT US TO FORSAKE THE WORLD AND EVERYTHING IN IT. WE HAVE RENOUNCED THEM FOR YOUR SAKE. WHAT WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT (NOW) IS THE FOOD FOR A SINGLE DAY. WHERE WILL WE BE ABLE TO FIND THE NEEDS THAT YOU ASK US TO PROVIDE FOR THE POOR?" THE LORD ANSWERED AND SAID, "O PETER, IT WAS NECESSARY THAT YOU UNDERSTAND THE PARABLE THAT I TOLD YOU! DO YOU NOT UNDERSTAND THAT MY NAME, WHICH YOU TEACH, SURPASSES ALL RICHES, AND THE WISDOM OF GOD SURPASSES GOLD, AND SILVER AND PRECIOUS STONE(S)?" HE GAVE THEM THE POUCH OF MEDICINE AND SAID, "HEAL ALL THE SICK OF THE CITY WHO BELIEVE IN MY NAME." PETER WAS AFRAID TO REPLY TO HIM FOR THE SECOND TIME. HE SIGNALED TO THE ONE WHO WAS BESIDE HIM, WHO WAS JOHN: "YOU TALK THIS TIME." JOHN ANSWERED AND SAID, "LORD, BEFORE YOU WE ARE AFRAID TO SAY MANY WORDS. BUT IT IS YOU WHO ASKS US TO PRACTICE THIS SKILL. WE HAVE NOT BEEN TAUGHT TO BE PHYSICIANS. HOW THEN WILL WE KNOW HOW TO HEAL BODIES AS YOU HAVE TOLD US?" HE ANSWERED THEM, "RIGHTLY HAVE YOU SPOKEN, JOHN, FOR I KNOW THAT THE PHYSICIANS OF THIS WORLD HEAL WHAT BELONGS TO THE WORLD. THE PHYSICIANS OF SOULS, HOWEVER, HEAL THE HEART. HEAL THE BODIES FIRST, THEREFORE, SO THAT THROUGH THE REAL POWERS OF HEALING FOR THEIR BODIES, WITHOUT MEDICINE OF THE WORLD, THEY MAY BELIEVE IN YOU, THAT YOU HAVE POWER TO HEAL THE ILLNESSES OF THE HEART ALSO. "THE RICH MEN OF THE CITY, HOWEVER, THOSE WHO DID NOT SEE FIT EVEN TO ACKNOWLEDGE ME, BUT WHO REVELED IN THEIR WEALTH AND PRIDE - WITH SUCH AS THESE, THEREFORE, DO NOT DINE IN THEIR HOUSES NOR BE FRIENDS WITH THEM, LEST THEIR PARTIALITY INFLUENCE YOU. FOR MANY IN THE CHURCHES HAVE SHOWN PARTIALITY TO THE RICH, BECAUSE THEY ALSO ARE SINFUL, AND THEY GIVE OCCASION FOR OTHERS TO SIN. BUT JUDGE THEM WITH UPRIGHTNESS, SO THAT YOUR MINISTRY MAY BE GLORIFIED, AND THAT MY NAME ALSO, MAY BE GLORIFIED IN THE CHURCHES." THE DISCIPLES ANSWERED AND SAID, "YES, TRULY THIS IS WHAT IS FITTING TO DO." THEY PROSTRATED THEMSELVES ON THE GROUND AND WORSHIPPED HIM. HE CAUSED THEM TO STAND AND DEPARTED FROM THEM IN PEACE. AMEN.  
THE ACTS OF PETER AND THE TWELVE APOSTLES
(5 LINES MISSING) ...SINCE THEY ARE PERFECT INDIVIDUALS AND DWELL ALL TOGETHER, JOINED WITH THE MIND, THE GUARDIAN WHICH I PROVIDED, WHO TAUGHT YOU (SG.). AND IT IS THE POWER THAT EXISTS WITHIN YOU THAT OFTEN EXTENDED ITSELF AS WORD FROM THE TRIPLE-POWERED ONE, THAT ONE OF ALL THOSE WHO TRULY EXIST WITH THE IMMEASURABLE ONE, THE ETERNAL LIGHT OF THE KNOWLEDGE THAT APPEARED, THE MALE VIRGINAL YOUTH, THE FIRST OF THE AEONS FROM A UNIQUE TRIPLE-POWERED AEON, THE TRIPLE-POWERED-ONE WHO TRULY EXISTS, FOR WHEN HE WAS STILLED, WAS EXTENDED AND WHEN HE WAS EXTENDED, HE BECAME COMPLETE AND HE RECEIVED POWER FROM ALL OF THEM. HE KNOWS HIMSELF AND THE PERFECT INVISIBLE SPIRIT. AND HE CAME TO BE IN AN AEON WHO KNOWS THAT SHE KNOWS THAT ONE. AND SHE BECAME KALYPTOS, WHO ACTED IN THOSE WHOM SHE KNOWS. HE IS A PERFECT, INVISIBLE, NOETIC PROTOPHANES-HARMEDON. AND EMPOWERING THE INDIVIDUALS, SHE IS A TRIPLE-MALE. AND BEING INDIVIDUALLY...  (5 LINES MISSING) ...INDIVIDUAL ON THE ONE HAND, THEY ARE TOGETHER ON THE OTHER HAND, SINCE SHE IS AN EXISTENCE OF THEIRS, AND SHE SEES THEM ALL ALSO TRULY. SHE CONTAINS THE DIVINE AUTOGENES. WHEN SHE KNEW HER EXISTENCE AND WHEN SHE STOOD, SHE BROUGHT THIS ONE (MASC.), SINCE HE SAW THEM ALL EXISTING INDIVIDUALLY AS HE IS. AND WHEN THEY BECOME AS HE IS, THEY SHALL SEE THE DIVINE TRIPLE-MALE, THE POWER THAT IS HIGHER THAN GOD. HE IS THE THOUGHT OF ALL THESE WHO EXIST TOGETHER. IF HE PONDERS THEM, HE PONDERS THE GREAT MALE [...] NOETIC PROTOPHANES, THE PROCESSION OF THESE. WHEN HE SEES IT, HE SEES ALSO THOSE WHO TRULY EXIST AND THE PROCESSION OF THOSE WHO ARE TOGETHER. AND WHEN HE HAS SEEN THESE, HE HAS SEEN THE KALYPTOS. AND IF HE SEES ONE OF THE HIDDEN ONES, HE SEES THE AEON OF BARBELO. AND AS FOR THE UNBEGOTTEN OFFSPRING OF THAT ONE, IF ONE SEES HOW HE LIVES ...  (4 LINES MISSING) ... YOU HAVE HEARD ABOUT THE ABUNDANCE OF EACH ONE OF THEM CERTAINLY. BUT CONCERNING THE INVISIBLE, SPIRITUAL TRIPLE-POWERED-ONE, HEAR! HE EXISTS AS AN INVISIBLE ONE WHO IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO THEM ALL. HE CONTAINS THEM ALL WITHIN HIMSELF, FOR THEY ALL EXIST BECAUSE OF HIM. HE IS PERFECT, AND HE IS GREATER THAN PERFECT, AND HE IS BLESSED. HE IS ALWAYS ONE AND HE EXISTS IN THEM ALL, BEING INEFFABLE, UNNAMEABLE, BEING ONE WHO EXISTS THROUGH THEM ALL - HE WHOM, SHOULD ONE DISCERN HIM, ONE WOULD NOT DESIRE ANYTHING THAT EXISTS BEFORE HIM AMONG THOSE THAT POSSESS EXISTENCE, FOR HE IS THE SOURCE FROM WHICH THEY WERE ALL EMITTED. HE IS PRIOR TO PERFECTION. HE WAS PRIOR TO EVERY DIVINITY, AND HE IS PRIOR TO EVERY BLESSEDNESS, SINCE HE PROVIDES FOR EVERY POWER. AND HE <IS> A NONSUBSTANTIAL SUBSTANCE, SINCE HE IS A GOD OVER WHOM THERE IS NO DIVINITY, THE TRANSCENDING OF WHOSE GREATNESS AND BEAUTY ...  (5 LINES MISSING) ... POWER. IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO RECEIVE A REVELATION OF THESE THINGS, IF THEY COME TOGETHER. SINCE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE INDIVIDUALS TO COMPREHEND THE UNIVERSAL ONE SITUATED IN THE PLACE THAT IS HIGHER THAN PERFECT, THEY APPREHEND BY MEANS OF A FIRST THOUGHT - NOT AS BEING ALONE, BUT IT IS ALONG WITH THE LATENCY OF EXISTENCE THAT HE CONFERS BEING. HE PROVIDES EVERYTHING FOR HIMSELF, SINCE IT IS HE WHO SHALL COME TO BE WHEN HE RECOGNIZES HIMSELF. AND HE IS ONE WHO SUBSISTS AS A CAUSE AND SOURCE OF BEING, AND AN IMMATERIAL MATERIAL AND AN INNUMERABLE NUMBER AND A FORMLESS FORM AND A SHAPELESS SHAPE AND A POWERLESSNESS AND A POWER AND AN INSUBSTANTIAL SUBSTANCE AND A MOTIONLESS MOTION AND AN INACTIVE ACTIVITY. YET HE IS A PROVIDER OF PROVISIONS AND A DIVINITY OF DIVINITY - BUT WHENEVER THEY APPREHEND, THEY PARTICIPATE THE FIRST VITALITY AND AN UNDIVIDED ACTIVITY, AN HYPOSTASIS OF THE FIRST ONE FROM THE ONE WHO TRULY EXISTS. AND A SECOND ACTIVITY [...] HOWEVER, IS THE [...]. HE IS ENDOWED WITH BLESSEDNESS AND GOODNESS, BECAUSE WHEN HE IS RECOGNIZED AS THE TRAVERSER OF THE BOUNDLESSNESS OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT THAT SUBSISTS IN HIM, IT (THE BOUNDLESSNESS) TURNS HIM TO IT (THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT) IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT KNOW WHAT IS WITHIN HIM AND HOW HE EXISTS. AND HE WAS BECOMING SALVATION FOR EVERY ONE BY BEING A POINT OF DEPARTURE FOR THOSE WHO TRULY EXIST, FOR THROUGH HIM HIS KNOWLEDGE ENDURED, SINCE HE IS THE ONE WHO KNOWS WHAT HE IS. BUT THEY BROUGHT FORTH NOTHING BEYOND THEMSELVES, NEITHER POWER NOR RANK NOR GLORY NOR AEON, FOR THEY ARE ALL ETERNAL. HE IS VITALITY AND MENTALITY AND THAT-WHICH-IS. FOR THEN THAT-WHICH-IS CONSTANTLY POSSESSES ITS VITALITY AND MENTALITY, AND LIFE HAS VITALITY POSSESSES NON-BEING AND MENTALITY. MENTALITY POSSESSES LIFE AND THAT-WHICH-IS. AND THE THREE ARE ONE, ALTHOUGH INDIVIDUALLY THEY ARE THREE. NOW AFTER I HEARD THESE THINGS, MY SON MESSOS, I WAS AFRAID, AND I TURNED TOWARD THE MULTITUDE [...] THOUGHT [...] GIVES POWER TO THOSE WHO ARE CAPABLE OF KNOWING THESE THINGS BY A REVELATION THAT IS MUCH GREATER. AND I WAS CAPABLE, ALTHOUGH FLESH WAS UPON ME. I HEARD FROM YOU ABOUT THESE THINGS AND ABOUT THE DOCTRINE THAT IS IN THEM, SINCE THE THOUGHT WHICH IS IN ME DISTINGUISHED THE THINGS THAT ARE BEYOND MEASURE AS WELL AS THE UNKNOWABLES. THEREFORE, I FEAR THAT MY DOCTRINE MAY HAVE BECOME SOMETHING BEYOND WHAT IS FITTING. AND THEN, MY SON MESSOS, THE ALL-GLORIOUS ONE, YOUEL, SPOKE TO ME AGAIN. SHE MADE A REVELATION TO ME AND SAID: "NO ONE IS ABLE TO HEAR THESE THINGS EXCEPT THE GREAT POWERS ALONE, O ALLOGENES. A GREAT POWER WAS PUT UPON YOU, WHICH THE FATHER OF THE ALL, THE ETERNAL, PUT UPON YOU BEFORE YOU CAME TO THIS PLACE, IN ORDER THAT THOSE THINGS THAT ARE DIFFICULT TO DISTINGUISH YOU MIGHT DISTINGUISH AND THOSE THINGS THAT ARE UNKNOWN TO THE MULTITUDE YOU MIGHT KNOW, AND THAT YOU MIGHT ESCAPE (IN SAFETY) TO THE ONE WHO IS YOURS, WHO WAS FIRST TO SAVE AND WHO DOES NOT NEED TO BE SAVED...  (5 LINES MISSING) ...TO YOU A FORM AND A REVELATION OF THE INVISIBLE, SPIRITUAL TRIPLE-POWERED ONE, OUTSIDE OF WHICH DWELLS AN UNDIVIDED, INCORPOREAL, ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE. AS WITH ALL THE AEONS, THE AEON OF BARBELO EXISTS ALSO ENDOWED WITH THE TYPES AND FORMS OF THOSE WHO TRULY EXIST, THE IMAGE OF KALYPTOS. AND ENDOWED WITH THE INTELLECTUAL WORD OF THESE, HE BEARS THE NOETIC MALE PROTOPHANES LIKE AN IMAGE, AND HE ACTS WITHIN THE INDIVIDUALS, EITHER WITH CRAFT OR WITH SKILL OR WITH PARTIAL INSTINCT. HE IS ENDOWED WITH THE DIVINE AUTOGENES LIKE AN IMAGE, AND HE KNOWS EACH ONE OF THESE. HE ACTS SEPARATELY AND INDIVIDUALLY, CONTINUING TO RECTIFY THE FAILURES FROM NATURE. HE IS ENDOWED WITH THE DIVINE TRIPLE-MALE AS SALVATION FOR THEM ALL, IN COOPERATION WITH THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. HE IS A WORD FROM A COUNSEL, <HE> IS THE PERFECT YOUTH. AND THIS HYPOSTASIS IS A... (6 LINES MISSING) ...MY SOUL WENT SLACK, AND I FLED AND WAS VERY DISTURBED. AND I TURNED TO MYSELF AND SAW THE LIGHT THAT SURROUNDED ME AND THE GOOD THAT WAS IN ME, I BECAME DIVINE. AND THE ALL-GLORIOUS ONE, YOUEL, ANOINTED ME AGAIN AND SHE GAVE POWER TO ME. SHE SAID, "SINCE YOUR INSTRUCTION HAS BECOME COMPLETE, AND YOU HAVE KNOWN THE GOOD THAT IS WITHIN YOU, HEAR CONCERNING THE TRIPLE-POWERED ONE THOSE THINGS THAT YOU WILL GUARD IN GREAT SILENCE AND GREAT MYSTERY, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT SPOKEN TO ANYONE EXCEPT THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY, THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO HEAR: NOR IS IT FITTING TO SPEAK TO AN UNINSTRUCTED GENERATION CONCERNING THE UNIVERSAL ONE THAT IS HIGHER THAN PERFECT. BUT YOU HAVE <THESE> BECAUSE OF THE TRIPLE-POWERED ONE, THE ONE WHO EXISTS IN BLESSEDNESS AND GOODNESS, THE ONE WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL THESE. "THERE EXISTS WITHIN HIM MUCH GREATNESS. INASMUCH AS HE IS ONE IN A...  (5 LINES MISSING) ...OF THE FIRST THOUGHT, WHICH DOES NOT FALL AWAY FROM THOSE WHO DWELL IN COMPREHENSION AND KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING. AND THAT ONE MOVED MOTIONLESSLY IN THAT WHICH GOVERNS, LEST HE SINK INTO THE BOUNDLESS BY MEANS OF ANOTHER ACTIVITY OF MENTALITY. AND HE ENTERED INTO HIMSELF AND HE APPEARED, BEING ALL-ENCOMPASSING, THE UNIVERSAL ONE THAT IS HIGHER THAN PERFECT. "INDEED, IT IS NOT THROUGH ME THAT HE IS TO SUCH A DEGREE ANTERIOR TO KNOWLEDGE. WHEREAS THERE IS NO POSSIBILITY FOR COMPLETE COMPREHENSION, HE IS (NEVERTHELESS) KNOWN. AND THIS IS SO BECAUSE OF THE THIRD SILENCE OF MENTALITY AND THE SECOND UNDIVIDED ACTIVITY WHICH APPEARED IN THE FIRST THOUGHT, THAT IS, THE AEON OF BARBELO, TOGETHER WITH THE INDIVISIBLE ONE OF THE DIVISIBLE LIKENESSES AND THE TRIPLE-POWERED-ONE AND THE NON-SUBSTANTIAL EXISTENCE." <THEN> THE POWER APPEARED BY MEANS OF AN ACTIVITY THAT IS AT REST AND SILENT, ALTHOUGH IT UTTERED A SOUND THUS: ZZA ZZA ZZA. BUT WHEN SHE (YOUEL) HEARD THE POWER AND SHE WAS FILLED...  (5 LINES MISSING) ..."THOU ART [...], SOLMIS! [...] ACCORDING TO THE VITALITY THAT IS THINE, AND THE FIRST ACTIVITY WHICH DERIVES FROM DIVINITY. THOU ART GREAT, ARMEDON! THOU ART PERFECT, EPIPHANEUS! "AND ACCORDING TO THAT ACTIVITY OF THINE, THE SECOND POWER AND THE MENTALITY WHICH DERIVES FROM BLESSEDNESS: AUTOER, BERITHEUS, ERIGENAOR, ORIMENIOS, ARAMEN, ALPHLEGES, ELELIOUPHEUS, LALAMEUS, YETHEUS, NOETHEUS, THOU ART GREAT! HE WHO KNOWS THEE KNOWS THE UNIVERSAL ONE! THOU ART ONE, THOU ART ONE, HE WHO IS GOOD, APHREDON! THOU ART THE AEON OF THE AEONS, HE WHO IS PERPETUALLY!" THEN SHE PRAISED THE UNIVERSAL ONE, SAYING "LALAMEUS, NOETHEUS, SENAON, ASINEUS, ...RIPHANIOS, MELLEPHANEUS, ELEMAONI, SMOUN, OPTAON, HE WHO IS! THOU ART HE WHO IS, THE AEON OF AEONS, THE UNBEGOTTEN, WHO ART HIGHER THAN THE UNBEGOTTEN (ONES), YATOMENOS, THOU ALONE FOR WHOM ALL THE UNBORN ONES WERE BEGOTTEN, THE UNNAMEABLE ONE!... (10 LINES MISSING) ... KNOWLEDGE."  NOW AFTER I HEARD THESE THINGS, I SAW THE GLORIES OF THE PERFECT INDIVIDUALS AND THE ALLPERFECT ONES WHO EXIST TOGETHER, AND THE ALL-PERFECT ONES WHO ARE BEFORE THE PERFECT ONES.  AGAIN, THE GREATLY GLORIOUS ONE, YOUEL, SAID TO ME, "O ALLOGENES, IN AN UNKNOWING KNOWLEDGE YOU KNOW THAT THE TRIPLE-POWERED ONE EXISTS BEFORE THE GLORIES. THEY DO NOT EXIST AMONG THOSE WHO EXIST. THEY DO NOT EXIST TOGETHER WITH THOSE WHO EXIST NOR THOSE WHO TRULY EXIST. RATHER, ALL THESE EXIST AS DIVINITY AND BLESSEDNESS AND EXISTENCE, AND AS NONSUBSTANTIALITY AND NON-BEING EXISTENCE."  AND THEN I PRAYED THAT THE REVELATION MIGHT OCCUR TO ME. AND THEN THE ALL-GLORIOUS ONE, YOUEL, SAID TO ME, "O ALLOGENES, OF COURSE, THE TRIPLE-MALE IS SOMETHING BEYOND SUBSTANCE. YET WERE HE INSUBSTANTIAL...  (9 LINES MISSING) ...THOSE WHO EXIST IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE GENERATION OF THOSE WHO TRULY EXIST. THE SELFBEGOTTEN ONES EXIST WITH THE TRIPLE-MALE. "IF YOU SEEK WITH A PERFECT SEEKING, THEN YOU SHALL KNOW THE GOOD THAT IS IN YOU; THEN YOU WILL KNOW YOURSELF AS WELL, (AS) ONE WHO DERIVES FROM THE GOD WHO TRULY PRE-EXISTS. FOR AFTER A HUNDRED YEARS THERE SHALL COME TO YOU A REVELATION OF THAT ONE BY MEANS OF SALAMEX AND SEMEN AND [...] THE LUMINARIES OF THE AEON OF BARBELO. AND THAT BEYOND WHAT IS FITTING FOR YOU, YOU SHALL NOT KNOW AT FIRST, SO AS NOT TO FORFEIT YOUR KIND. AND IF SO, THEN WHEN YOU RECEIVE A CONCEPTION OF THAT ONE, THEN YOU ARE FILLED WITH THE WORD TO COMPLETION. THEN YOU BECOME DIVINE, AND YOU BECOME PERFECT. YOU RECEIVE THEM...  (4 LINES MISSING) ... THE SEEKING [...] THE EXISTENCE [...] IF IT APPREHENDS ANYTHING, IT IS APPREHENDED BY THAT ONE AND BY THE VERY ONE WHO IS COMPREHENDED. AND THEN HE BECOMES GREATER WHO COMPREHENDS AND KNOWS THAN HE WHO IS COMPREHENDED AND KNOWN. BUT IF HE DESCENDS TO HIS NATURE, HE IS LESS, FOR THE INCORPOREAL NATURES HAVE NOT ASSOCIATED WITH ANY MAGNITUDE; HAVING THIS POWER, THEY ARE EVERYWHERE AND THEY ARE NOWHERE, SINCE THEY ARE GREATER THAN EVERY MAGNITUDE, AND LESS THAN EVERY EXIGUITY." NOW AFTER THE ALL-GLORIOUS ONE, YOUEL, SAID THESE THINGS, SHE SEPARATED FROM ME AND LEFT ME. BUT I DID NOT DESPAIR OF THE WORDS THAT I HEARD. I PREPARED MYSELF THEREIN AND I DELIBERATED WITH MYSELF FOR A HUNDRED YEARS. AND I REJOICED EXCEEDINGLY, SINCE I WAS IN A GREAT LIGHT AND A BLESSED PATH BECAUSE THOSE WHOM I WAS WORTHY TO SEE AS WELL AS THOSE WHOM I WAS WORTHY TO HEAR (ARE) THOSE WHOM IT IS FITTING THAT THE GREAT POWERS ALONE... (5 LINES MISSING) ...OF GOD. WHEN THE COMPLETION OF THE ONE HUNDRED YEARS DREW NIGH, IT BROUGHT ME A BLESSEDNESS OF THE ETERNAL HOPE FULL OF AUSPICIOUSNESS. I SAW THE GOOD DIVINE AUTOGENES; AND THE SAVIOR, WHO IS THE YOUTHFUL, PERFECT TRIPLE-MALE CHILD; AND HIS GOODNESS, THE NOETIC PERFECT PROTOPHANES-HARMEDON; AND THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE KALYPTOS; AND THE PRIMARY ORIGIN OF THE BLESSEDNESS, THE AEON OF BARBELO, FULL OF DIVINITY; AND THE PRIMARY ORIGIN OF THE ONE WITHOUT ORIGIN, THE SPIRITUAL, INVISIBLE TRIPLE-POWERED ONE, THE UNIVERSAL ONE THAT IS HIGHER THAN PERFECT. WHEN <I> WAS TAKEN BY THE ETERNAL LIGHT OUT OF THE GARMENT THAT WAS UPON ME, AND TAKEN UP TO A HOLY PLACE WHOSE LIKENESS CANNOT BE REVEALED IN THE WORLD, THEN BY MEANS OF A GREAT BLESSEDNESS I SAW ALL THOSE ABOUT WHOM I HAD HEARD. AND I PRAISED ALL OF THEM AND I STOOD UPON MY KNOWLEDGE AND I INCLINED TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE UNIVERSALS, THE AEON OF BARBELO. AND I SAW HOLY POWERS BY MEANS OF THE LUMINARIES OF THE VIRGINAL MALE BARBELO TELLING ME THAT I WOULD BE ABLE TO TEST WHAT HAPPENS IN THE WORLD: "O ALLOGENES, BEHOLD YOUR BLESSEDNESS, HOW IT SILENTLY ABIDES, BY WHICH YOU KNOW YOUR PROPER SELF AND, SEEKING YOURSELF, WITHDRAW TO THE VITALITY THAT YOU WILL SEE MOVING. AND ALTHOUGH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU TO STAND, FEAR NOTHING; BUT IF YOU WISH TO STAND, WITHDRAW TO THE EXISTENCE, AND YOU WILL FIND IT STANDING AND AT REST AFTER THE LIKENESS OF THE ONE WHO IS TRULY AT REST AND (WHO) EMBRACES ALL THESE SILENTLY AND INACTIVELY. AND WHEN YOU RECEIVE A REVELATION OF HIM BY MEANS OF A PRIMARY REVELATION OF THE UNKNOWN ONE - THE ONE WHOM IF YOU SHOULD KNOW HIM, BE IGNORANT OF HIM - AND YOU BECOME AFRAID IN THAT PLACE, WITHDRAW TO THE REAR BECAUSE OF THE ACTIVITIES. AND WHEN YOU BECOME PERFECT IN THAT PLACE, STILL YOURSELF. AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PATTERN THAT INDWELLS YOU, KNOW LIKEWISE THAT IT IS THIS WAY IN ALL SUCH (MATTERS) AFTER THIS PATTERN. AND DO NOT FURTHER DISSIPATE, SO THAT YOU MAY BE ABLE TO STAND, AND DO NOT DESIRE TO BE ACTIVE, LEST YOU FALL IN ANY WAY FROM THE INACTIVITY IN YOU OF THE UNKNOWN ONE. DO NOT KNOW HIM, FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE; BUT IF BY MEANS OF AN ENLIGHTENED THOUGHT YOU SHOULD KNOW HIM, BE IGNORANT OF HIM." NOW I WAS LISTENING TO THESE THINGS AS THOSE ONES SPOKE THEM. THERE WAS WITHIN ME A STILLNESS OF SILENCE, AND I HEARD THE BLESSEDNESS WHEREBY I KNEW <MY> PROPER SELF. AND I WITHDREW TO THE VITALITY AS I SOUGHT <MYSELF>, AND I JOINED INTO IT, AND I STOOD, NOT FIRMLY BUT SILENTLY. AND I SAW AN ETERNAL, INTELLECTUAL, UNDIVIDED MOTION THAT PERTAINS TO ALL THE FORMLESS POWERS, (WHICH IS) UNLIMITED BY LIMITATION. AND WHEN I WANTED TO STAND FIRMLY, I WITHDREW TO THE EXISTENCE, WHICH I FOUND STANDING AND AT REST, LIKE AN IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF WHAT IS CONFERRED UPON ME BY A REVELATION OF THE INDIVISIBLE ONE AND THE ONE WHO IS AT REST. I WAS FILLED WITH REVELATION BY MEANS OF A PRIMARY REVELATION OF THE UNKNOWABLE ONE. AS THOUGH I WERE IGNORANT OF HIM, I KNEW HIM, AND I RECEIVED POWER BY HIM. HAVING BEEN PERMANENTLY STRENGTHENED, I KNEW THE ONE WHO EXISTS IN ME, AND THE TRIPLE-POWERED ONE, AND THE REVELATION OF HIS UNCONTAINABLENESS. AND BY MEANS OF A PRIMARY REVELATION OF THE FIRST ONE UNKNOWABLE TO THEM ALL, THE GOD WHO IS BEYOND PERFECTION, I SAW HIM AND THE TRIPLE-POWERED ONE THAT EXISTS IN THEM ALL. I WAS SEEKING THE INEFFABLE AND UNKNOWABLE GOD - WHOM IF ONE SHOULD KNOW HIM, HE WOULD BE ABSOLUTELY IGNORANT OF HIM - THE MEDIATOR OF THE TRIPLE-POWERED ONE WHO SUBSISTS IN STILLNESS AND SILENCE AND IS UNKNOWABLE. AND WHEN I WAS CONFIRMED IN THESE MATTERS, THE POWERS OF THE LUMINARIES SAID TO ME, "CEASE HINDERING THE INACTIVITY THAT EXISTS IN YOU, BY SEEKING INCOMPREHENSIBLE MATTERS; RATHER, HEAR ABOUT HIM IN SO FAR AS IT IS POSSIBLE BY MEANS OF A PRIMARY REVELATION AND A REVELATION." "NOW HE IS SOMETHING INSOFAR AS HE EXISTS IN THAT HE EITHER EXISTS AND WILL BECOME, OR ACTS OR KNOWS, ALTHOUGH HE LIVES WITHOUT MIND OR LIFE OR EXISTENCE OR NON-EXISTENCE, INCOMPREHENSIBLY. AND HE IS SOMETHING ALONG WITH HIS PROPER BEING. HE IS NOT LEFT OVER IN SOME WAY, AS IF HE YIELDS SOMETHING THAT IS ASSAYED OR PURIFIED OR THAT RECEIVES OR GIVES. AND HE IS NOT DIMINISHED IN ANY WAY, WHETHER BY HIS OWN DESIRE, OR WHETHER HE GIVES OR RECEIVES THROUGH ANOTHER. NEITHER DOES HE HAVE ANY DESIRE OF HIMSELF NOR FROM ANOTHER; IT DOES NOT AFFECT HIM. RATHER, NEITHER DOES HE GIVE ANYTHING BY HIMSELF, LEST HE BECOME DIMINISHED IN ANOTHER RESPECT; NOR FOR THIS REASON DOES HE NEED MIND, OR LIFE, IS INDEED ANYTHING AT ALL. HE IS SUPERIOR TO THE UNIVERSALS IN HIS PRIVATION AND UNKNOWABILITY, THAT IS, THE NON-BEING EXISTENCE, SINCE HE IS ENDOWED WITH SILENCE AND STILLNESS LEST HE BE DIMINISHED BY THOSE WHO ARE NOT DIMINISHED. "HE IS NEITHER DIVINITY NOR BLESSEDNESS NOR PERFECTION. RATHER, IT (THIS TRIAD) IS AN UNKNOWABLE ENTITY OF HIM, NOT THAT WHICH IS PROPER TO HIM; RATHER, HE IS ANOTHER ONE SUPERIOR TO THE BLESSEDNESS AND THE DIVINITY AND PERFECTION. FOR HE IS NOT PERFECT, BUT HE IS ANOTHER THING THAT IS SUPERIOR. HE IS NEITHER BOUNDLESS, NOR IS HE BOUNDED BY ANOTHER. RATHER, HE IS SOMETHING SUPERIOR. HE IS NOT CORPOREAL. HE IS NOT INCORPOREAL. HE IS NOT GREAT. HE IS NOT SMALL. HE IS NOT A NUMBER. HE IS NOT A CREATURE. NOR IS HE SOMETHING THAT EXISTS, THAT ONE CAN KNOW. BUT HE IS SOMETHING ELSE OF HIMSELF THAT IS SUPERIOR, WHICH ONE CANNOT KNOW. "HE IS PRIMARY REVELATION AND KNOWLEDGE OF HIMSELF, AS IT IS HE ALONE WHO KNOWS HIMSELF. SINCE HE IS NOT ONE OF THOSE THAT EXIST, BUT IS ANOTHER THING, HE IS SUPERIOR TO SUPERLATIVES, EVEN IN COMPARISON TO WHAT IS HIS AND NOT HIS. HE NEITHER PARTICIPATES IN AGE NOR DOES HE PARTICIPATE IN TIME. HE DOES NOT RECEIVE ANYTHING FROM ANYTHING ELSE. HE IS NOT DIMINISHABLE, NEITHER DOES HE DIMINISH ANYTHING, NOR IS HE UNDIMINISHABLE. BUT HE IS SELFCOMPREHENDING, AS SOMETHING SO UNKNOWABLE THAT HE EXCEEDS THOSE WHO EXCEL IN UNKNOWABILITY. "HE IS ENDOWED WITH BLESSEDNESS AND PERFECTION AND SILENCE - NOT <THE BLESSEDNESS> NOR THE PERFECTION - AND STILLNESS. RATHER IT (THESE ATTRIBUTES) IS AN ENTITY OF HIM THAT EXISTS, WHICH ONE CANNOT KNOW, AND WHICH IS AT REST. RATHER THEY ARE ENTITIES OF HIM UNKNOWABLE TO THEM ALL. "AND HE IS MUCH HIGHER IN BEAUTY THAN ALL THOSE THAT ARE GOOD, AND HE IS THUS UNKNOWABLE TO ALL OF THEM IN EVERY RESPECT. AND THROUGH THEM ALL HE IS IN THEM ALL, NOT ONLY AS THE UNKNOWABLE KNOWLEDGE THAT IS PROPER TO HIM. AND HE IS UNITED WITH THE IGNORANCE THAT SEES HIM. WHETHER <ONE SEES> IN WHAT WAY HE IS UNKNOWABLE, OR SEES HIM AS HE IS IN EVERY RESPECT, OR WOULD SAY THAT HE IS SOMETHING LIKE KNOWLEDGE, HE HAS SINNED AGAINST HIM, BEING LIABLE TO JUDGMENT BECAUSE HE DID NOT KNOW GOD. HE WILL NOT BE JUDGED BY THAT ONE WHO IS NEITHER CONCERNED FOR ANYTHING NOR HAS ANY DESIRE, BUT IT (JUDGMENT) <IS> FROM HIMSELF, BECAUSE HE DID NOT FIND THE ORIGIN THAT TRULY EXISTS. HE WAS BLIND, APART FROM THE EYE OF REVELATION THAT IS AT REST, THE (ONE) THAT IS ACTIVATED, THE (ONE) FROM THE TRIPLE-POWER OF THE FIRST THOUGHT OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. THIS ONE THUS EXISTS FROM...  (15 LINES MISSING) ... SOMETHING [...] SET FIRMLY ON THE [...], A BEAUTY AND A FIRST EMERGENCE OF STILLNESS AND SILENCE AND TRANQUILITY AND UNFATHOMABLE GREATNESS. WHEN HE APPEARED, HE DID NOT NEED TIME NOR <DID HE PARTAKE> OF ETERNITY. RATHER OF HIMSELF HE IS UNFATHOMABLY UNFATHOMABLE. HE DOES NOT ACTIVATE HIMSELF SO AS TO BECOME STILL. HE IS NOT AN EXISTENCE, LEST HE BE IN WANT. SPATIALLY, HE IS CORPOREAL, WHILE PROPERLY HE IS INCORPOREAL. HE HAS NON-BEING EXISTENCE. HE EXISTS FOR ALL OF THEM UNTO HIMSELF WITHOUT ANY DESIRE. BUT HE IS A GREATER SUMMIT OF GREATNESS. AND HE IS HIGHER THAN HIS STILLNESS, IN ORDER THAT...  (15 LINES MISSING) ...HE SAW THEM, AND EMPOWERED THEM ALL, ALTHOUGH THEY DO NOT CONCERN THEMSELVES WITH THAT ONE AT ALL, NOR, IF ONE SHOULD RECEIVE FROM HIM, DOES HE RECEIVE POWER. NOTHING ACTIVATES HIM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE UNITY THAT IS AT REST. FOR HE IS UNKNOWABLE; HE IS AN AIRLESS PLACE OF BOUNDLESSNESS. SINCE HE IS BOUNDLESS AND POWERLESS AND NONEXISTENT, HE WAS NOT GIVING BEING. RATHER HE CONTAINS ALL OF THESE IN HIMSELF, BEING AT REST (AND) STANDING OUT OF THE ONE WHO STANDS CONTINUALLY, SINCE THERE HAD APPEARED AN ETERNAL LIFE, THE INVISIBLE AND TRIPLE-POWERED SPIRIT WHICH IS IN ALL OF THESE WHO EXIST. AND IT SURROUNDS THEM ALL, BEING HIGHER THAN THEM ALL. A SHADOW...  (15 LINES MISSING) ...HE WAS FILLED WITH POWER. AND HE STOOD BEFORE THEM, EMPOWERING THEM ALL, AND HE FILLED THEM ALL." AND CONCERNING ALL OF THESE THINGS YOU HAVE HEARD CERTAINLY. AND DO NOT SEEK ANYTHING MORE, BUT GO. WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THE UNKNOWABLE ONE HAS ANGELS OR GODS, OR WHETHER THE ONE WHO IS AT REST WAS CONTAINING ANYTHING WITHIN HIMSELF EXCEPT THE STILLNESS, WHICH IS HE, LEST HE BE DIMINISHED. IT IS NOT FITTING TO SPEND MORE TIME SEEKING. IT WAS APPROPRIATE THAT YOU (PL.) KNOW, AND THAT THEY SPEAK WITH ANOTHER ONE. BUT YOU WILL RECEIVE THEM...  (5 LINES MISSING) ...AND HE SAID TO ME, "WRITE DOWN THE THINGS THAT I SHALL TELL YOU, AND OF WHICH I SHALL REMIND YOU, FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO WILL BE WORTHY AFTER YOU. AND YOU WILL LEAVE THIS BOOK UPON A MOUNTAIN AND YOU WILL ADJURE THE GUARDIAN: "COME DREADFUL ONE". AND AFTER HE SAID THESE (THINGS), HE SEPARATED FROM ME. BUT I WAS FULL OF JOY, AND I WROTE THIS BOOK WHICH WAS APPOINTED FOR ME, MY SON MESSOS, IN ORDER THAT I MIGHT DISCLOSE TO YOU THE (THINGS) THAT WERE PROCLAIMED BEFORE ME IN MY PRESENCE. AND AT FIRST, I RECEIVED THEM IN GREAT SILENCE, AND I STOOD BY MYSELF, PREPARING MYSELF. THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT WERE DISCLOSED TO ME, O MY SON MESSOS ...  (13 LINES MISSING) ... PROCLAIM THEM, O MY SON MESSOS, AS THE SEAL FOR ALL THE BOOKS OF ALLOGENES.  
THE APOCALYPSE OF ADAM
THE REVELATION WHICH ADAM TAUGHT HIS SON SETH IN THE SEVEN HUNDRETH YEAR, SAYING: LISTEN TO MY WORDS, MY SON SETH. WHEN GOD HAD CREATED ME OUT OF THE EARTH, ALONG WITH EVE, YOUR MOTHER, I WENT ABOUT WITH HER IN A GLORY WHICH SHE HAD SEEN IN THE AEON FROM WHICH WE HAD COME FORTH. SHE TAUGHT ME A WORD OF KNOWLEDGE OF THE ETERNAL GOD. AND WE RESEMBLED THE GREAT ETERNAL ANGELS, FOR WE WERE HIGHER THAN THE GOD WHO HAD CREATED US AND THE POWERS WITH HIM, WHOM WE DID NOT KNOW. THEN GOD, THE RULER OF THE AEONS AND THE POWERS, DIVIDED US IN WRATH. THEN WE BECAME TWO AEONS. AND THE GLORY IN OUR HEART(S) LEFT US, ME AND YOUR MOTHER EVE, ALONG WITH THE FIRST KNOWLEDGE THAT BREATHED WITHIN US. AND IT (GLORY) FLED FROM US; IT ENTERED INTO [...] GREAT [...] WHICH HAD COME FORTH, NOT FROM THIS AEON FROM WHICH WE HAD COME FORTH, I AND EVE YOUR MOTHER. BUT IT (KNOWLEDGE) ENTERED INTO THE SEED OF GREAT AEONS. FOR THIS REASON, I MYSELF HAVE CALLED YOU BY THE NAME OF THAT MAN WHO IS THE SEED OF THE GREAT GENERATION OR FROM WHOM (IT COMES). AFTER THOSE DAYS, THE ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOD OF TRUTH WITHDREW FROM ME AND YOUR MOTHER EVE. SINCE THAT TIME, WE LEARNED ABOUT DEAD THINGS, LIKE MEN. THEN WE RECOGNIZED THE GOD WHO HAD CREATED US. FOR WE WERE NOT STRANGERS TO HIS POWERS. AND WE SERVED HIM IN FEAR AND SLAVERY. AND AFTER THESE THINGS, WE BECAME DARKENED IN OUR HEART(S). NOW I SLEPT IN THE THOUGHT OF MY HEART. AND I SAW THREE MEN BEFORE ME WHOSE LIKENESS I WAS UNABLE TO RECOGNIZE, SINCE THEY WERE NOT THE POWERS OF THE GOD WHO HAD CREATED US. THEY SURPASSED [...] GLORY, AND [...] MEN [...] SAYING TO ME, "ARISE, ADAM, FROM THE SLEEP OF DEATH, AND HEAR ABOUT THE AEON AND THE SEED OF THAT MAN TO WHOM LIFE HAS COME, WHO CAME FROM YOU AND FROM EVE, YOUR WIFE." WHEN I HAD HEARD THESE WORDS FROM THE GREAT MEN WHO WERE STANDING BEFORE ME, THEN WE SIGHED, I AND EVE, IN OUR HEART(S). AND THE LORD, THE GOD WHO HAD CREATED US, STOOD BEFORE US. HE SAID TO US, "ADAM, WHY WERE YOU (BOTH) SIGHING IN YOUR HEARTS? DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT I AM THE GOD WHO CREATED YOU? AND I BREATHED INTO YOU A SPIRIT OF LIFE AS A LIVING SOUL." THEN DARKNESS CAME UPON OUR EYES. THEN THE GOD WHO CREATED US, CREATED A SON FROM HIMSELF AND EVE, YOUR MOTHER. I KNEW SWEET DESIRE FOR YOUR MOTHER, FOR [...] IN THE THOUGHT OF MY [...] I KNEW A SWEET DESIRE FOR YOUR MOTHER. THEN THE VIGOR OF OUR ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE WAS DESTROYED IN US, AND WEAKNESS PURSUED US. THEREFORE, THE DAYS OF OUR LIFE BECAME FEW. FOR I KNEW THAT I HAD COME UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF DEATH. NOW THEN, MY SON SETH, I WILL REVEAL TO YOU THE THINGS WHICH THOSE MEN WHOM I SAW BEFORE ME AT FIRST REVEALED TO ME: AFTER I HAVE COMPLETED THE TIMES OF THIS GENERATION AND THE YEARS OF THE GENERATION HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED, THEN [...] SLAVE [...]. FOR RAIN-SHOWERS OF GOD THE ALMIGHTY WILL BE POURED FORTH, SO THAT HE MIGHT DESTROY ALL FLESH [OF GOD THE ALMIGHTY, SO THAT HE MIGHT DESTROY ALL FLESH] FROM THE EARTH ON ACCOUNT OF THE THINGS THAT IT SEEKS AFTER, ALONG WITH THOSE FROM THE SEED OF THE MEN TO WHOM PASSED THE LIFE OF THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH CAME FROM ME AND EVE, YOUR MOTHER. FOR THEY WERE STRANGERS TO HIM. AFTERWARDS, GREAT ANGELS WILL COME ON HIGH CLOUDS, WHO WILL BRING THOSE MEN INTO THE PLACE WHERE THE SPIRIT OF LIFE DWELLS [...] GLORY [...] THERE, [...] COME FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH. THEN THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF FLESH WILL BE LEFT BEHIND IN THE WATERS. THEN GOD WILL REST FROM HIS WRATH. AND HE WILL CAST HIS POWER UPON THE WATERS, AND HE WILL GIVE POWER TO HIS SONS AND THEIR WIVES BY MEANS OF THE ARK ALONG WITH THE ANIMALS, WHICHEVER HE PLEASED, AND THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN, WHICH HE CALLED AND RELEASED UPON THE EARTH. AND GOD WILL SAY TO NOAH - WHOM THE GENERATIONS WILL CALL 'DEUCALION' - "BEHOLD, I HAVE PROTECTED <YOU> IN THE ARK, ALONG WITH YOUR WIFE AND YOUR SONS AND THEIR WIVES AND THEIR ANIMALS AND THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN, WHICH YOU CALLED AND RELEASED UPON THE EARTH. THEREFORE, I WILL GIVE THE EARTH TO YOU - YOU AND YOUR SONS. IN KINGLY FASHION YOU WILL RULE OVER IT - YOU AND YOUR SONS. AND NO SEED WILL COME FROM YOU OF THE MEN WHO WILL NOT STAND IN MY PRESENCE IN ANOTHER GLORY." THEN THEY WILL BECOME AS THE CLOUD OF THE GREAT LIGHT. THOSE MEN WILL COME WHO HAVE BEEN CAST FORTH FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GREAT AEONS AND THE ANGELS. THEY WILL STAND BEFORE NOAH AND THE AEONS. AND GOD WILL SAY TO NOAH, "WHY HAVE YOU DEPARTED FROM WHAT I TOLD YOU? YOU HAVE CREATED ANOTHER GENERATION SO THAT YOU MIGHT SCORN MY POWER." THEN NOAH WILL SAY, "I SHALL TESTIFY BEFORE YOUR MIGHT THAT THE GENERATION OF THESE MEN DID NOT COME FROM ME NOR FROM MY SONS. [...] KNOWLEDGE. AND HE WILL [...] THOSE MEN AND BRING THEM INTO THEIR PROPER LAND, AND BUILD THEM A HOLY DWELLING PLACE. AND THEY WILL BE CALLED BY THAT NAME AND DWELL THERE SIX HUNDRED YEARS IN A KNOWLEDGE OF IMPERISHABILITY. AND THE ANGELS OF THE GREAT LIGHT WILL DWELL WITH THEM. NO FOUL DEED WILL DWELL IN THEIR HEART(S), BUT ONLY THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. THEN NOAH WILL DIVIDE THE WHOLE EARTH AMONG HIS SONS, HAM AND JAPHETH AND SHEM. HE WILL SAY TO THEM, "MY SONS, LISTEN TO MY WORDS. BEHOLD, I HAVE DIVIDED THE EARTH AMONG YOU. BUT SERVE HIM IN FEAR AND SLAVERY ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR LIFE. LET NOT YOUR SEED DEPART FROM THE FACE OF GOD THE ALMIGHTY. [...] I AND YOUR [...] SON OF NOAH, "MY SEED WILL BE PLEASING BEFORE YOU AND BEFORE YOUR POWER. SEAL IT BY YOUR STRONG HAND, WITH FEAR AND COMMANDMENT, SO THAT THE WHOLE SEED WHICH CAME FORTH FROM ME MAY NOT BE INCLINED AWAY FROM YOU AND GOD THE ALMIGHTY, BUT IT WILL SERVE IN HUMILITY AND FEAR OF ITS KNOWLEDGE." THEN OTHERS FROM THE SEED OF HAM AND JAPHETH WILL COME, FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND MEN, AND ENTER INTO ANOTHER LAND AND SOJOURN WITH THOSE MEN WHO CAME FORTH FROM THE GREAT ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE. FOR THE SHADOW OF THEIR POWER WILL PROTECT THOSE WHO HAVE SOJOURNED WITH THEM FROM EVERY EVIL THING AND EVERY UNCLEAN DESIRE. THEN THE SEED OF HAM AND JAPHETH WILL FORM TWELVE KINGDOMS, AND THEIR SEED ALSO WILL ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF ANOTHER PEOPLE. THEN [...] WILL TAKE COUNSEL [...] WHO ARE DEAD, OF THE GREAT AEONS OF IMPERISHABILITY. AND THEY WILL GO TO SAKLA, THEIR GOD. THEY WILL GO IN TO THE POWERS, ACCUSING THE GREAT MEN WHO ARE IN THEIR GLORY. THEY WILL SAY TO SAKLA, "WHAT IS THE POWER OF THESE MEN WHO STOOD IN YOUR PRESENCE, WHO WERE TAKEN FROM THE SEED OF HAM AND JAPHETH, WHO WILL NUMBER FOUR HUNDRED <THOUSAND> MEN? THEY HAVE BEEN RECEIVED INTO ANOTHER AEONFROM WHICH THEY HAD COME FORTH, AND THEY HAVE OVERTURNED ALL THE GLORY OF YOUR POWER AND THE DOMINION OF YOUR HAND. FOR THE SEED OF NOAH THROUGH HIS SONS HAS DONE ALL YOUR WILL, AND (SO HAVE) ALL THE POWERS IN THE AEONS OVER WHICH YOUR MIGHT RULES, WHILE BOTH THOSE MEN AND THE ONES WHO ARE SOJOURNERS IN THEIR GLORY HAVE NOT DONE YOUR WILL. BUT THEY HAVE TURNED (ASIDE) YOUR WHOLE THRONG." THEN THE GOD OF THE AEONS WILL GIVE THEM (SOME) OF THOSE WHO SERVE HIM [...]. THEY WILL COME UPON THAT LAND WHERE THE GREAT MEN WILL BE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN DEFILED, NOR WILL BE DEFILED, BY ANY DESIRE. FOR THEIR SOUL DID NOT COME FROM A DEFILED HAND, BUT IT CAME FROM A GREAT COMMANDMENT OF AN ETERNAL ANGEL. THEN FIRE AND SULPHUR AND ASPHALT WILL BE CAST UPON THOSE MEN, AND FIRE AND (BLINDING) MIST WILL COME OVER THOSE AEONS, AND THE EYES OF THE POWERS OF THE ILLUMINATORS WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE AEONS WILL NOT SEE THEM IN THOSE DAYS. AND GREAT CLOUDS OF LIGHT WILL DESCEND, AND OTHER CLOUDS OF LIGHT WILL COME DOWN UPON THEM FROM THE GREAT AEONS. ABRASAX AND SABLO AND GAMALIEL WILL DESCEND AND BRING THOSE MEN OUT OF THE FIRE AND THE WRATH, AND TAKE THEM ABOVE THE AEONS AND THE RULERS OF THE POWERS, AND TAKE THEM AWAY [...] OF LIFE [...] AND TAKE THEM AWAY [...] AEONS [...] DWELLING PLACE OF THE GREAT [...] THERE, WITH THE HOLY ANGELS AND THE AEONS. THE MEN WILL BE LIKE THOSE ANGELS, FOR THEY ARE NOT STRANGERS TO THEM. BUT THEY WORK IN THE IMPERISHABLE SEED. ONCE AGAIN, FOR THE THIRD TIME, THE ILLUMINATOR OF KNOWLEDGE WILL PASS BY IN GREAT GLORY, IN ORDER TO LEAVE (SOMETHING) OF THE SEED OF NOAH AND THE SONS OF HAM AND JAPHETH - TO LEAVE FOR HIMSELF FRUIT-BEARING TREES. AND HE WILL REDEEM THEIR SOULS FROM THE DAY OF DEATH. FOR THE WHOLE CREATION THAT CAME FROM THE DEAD EARTH WILL BE UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF DEATH. BUT THOSE WHO REFLECT UPON THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ETERNAL GOD IN THEIR HEART(S) WILL NOT PERISH. FOR THEY HAVE NOT RECEIVED SPIRIT FROM THIS KINGDOM ALONE, BUT THEY HAVE RECEIVED (IT) FROM A [...] ETERNAL ANGEL. [...] ILLUMINATOR [...] WILL COME UPON [...] THAT IS DEAD [...] OF SETH. AND HE WILL PERFORM SIGNS AND WONDERS IN ORDER TO SCORN THE POWERS AND THEIR RULER. THEN THE GOD OF THE POWERS WILL BE DISTURBED, SAYING, "WHAT IS THE POWER OF THIS MAN WHO IS HIGHER THAN WE?" THEN HE WILL AROUSE A GREAT WRATH AGAINST THAT MAN. AND THE GLORY WILL WITHDRAW AND DWELL IN HOLY HOUSES WHICH IT HAS CHOSEN FOR ITSELF. AND THE POWERS WILL NOT SEE IT WITH THEIR EYES, NOR WILL THEY SEE THE ILLUMINATOR EITHER. THEN THEY WILL PUNISH THE FLESH OF THE MAN UPON WHOM THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME. THEN THE ANGELS AND ALL THE GENERATIONS OF THE POWERS WILL USE THE NAME IN ERROR, ASKING, "WHERE DID IT (THE ERROR) COME FROM?" OR "WHERE DID THE WORDS OF DECEPTION, WHICH ALL THE POWERS HAVE FAILED TO DISCOVER, COME FROM?" NOW THE FIRST KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM [...]. A SPIRIT [...] TO HEAVEN. HE WAS NOURISHED IN THE HEAVENS. HE RECEIVED THE GLORY OF THAT ONE AND THE POWER. HE CAME TO THE BOSOM OF HIS MOTHER. AND THUS, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE SECOND KINGDOM SAYS ABOUT HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A GREAT PROPHET. AND A BIRD CAME, TOOK THE CHILD WHO WAS BORN, AND BROUGHT HIM ONTO A HIGH MOUNTAIN. AND HE WAS NOURISHED BY THE BIRD OF HEAVEN. AN ANGEL CAME FORTH THERE. HE SAID TO HIM "ARISE! GOD HAS GIVEN GLORY TO YOU." HE RECEIVED GLORY AND STRENGTH. AND THUS, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE THIRD KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A VIRGIN WOMB. HE WAS CAST OUT OF HIS CITY, HE AND HIS MOTHER. HE WAS BROUGHT TO A DESERT PLACE. HE WAS NOURISHED THERE. HE CAME AND RECEIVED GLORY AND STRENGTH. AND THUS, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE FOURTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A VIRGIN. [...] SOLOMON SOUGHT HER, HE AND PHERSALO AND SAUEL AND HIS ARMIES, WHICH HAD BEEN SENT OUT. SOLOMON HIMSELF SENT HIS ARMY OF DEMONS TO SEEK OUT THE VIRGIN. AND THEY DID NOT FIND THE ONE WHOM THEY SOUGHT, BUT THE VIRGIN WHO WAS GIVEN THEM. IT WAS SHE WHOM THEY FETCHED. SOLOMON TOOK HER. THE VIRGIN BECAME PREGNANT AND GAVE BIRTH TO THE CHILD THERE. SHE NOURISHED HIM ON A BORDER OF THE DESERT. WHEN HE HAD BEEN NOURISHED, HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER FROM THE SEED FROM WHICH HE WAS BEGOTTEN. AND THUS, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE FIFTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM A DROP FROM HEAVEN. HE WAS THROWN INTO THE SEA. THE ABYSS RECEIVED HIM, GAVE BIRTH TO HIM, AND BROUGHT HIM TO HEAVEN. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER. AND THUS, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE SIXTH KINGDOM SAYS THAT [...] DOWN TO THE AEONWHICH IS BELOW, IN ORDER TO GATHER FLOWERS. SHE BECAME PREGNANT FROM THE DESIRE OF THE FLOWERS. SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HIM IN THAT PLACE. THE ANGELS OF THE FLOWER GARDEN NOURISHED HIM. HE RECEIVED GLORY THERE, AND POWER. AND THUS, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE SEVENTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE IS A DROP. IT CAME FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH. DRAGONS BROUGHT HIM DOWN TO CAVES. HE BECAME A CHILD. A SPIRIT CAME UPON HIM AND BROUGHT HIM ON HIGH TO THE PLACE WHERE THE DROP HAD COME FORTH. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER THERE. AND THUS, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE EIGHTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT A CLOUD CAME UPON THE EARTH AND ENVELOPED A ROCK. HE CAME FROM IT. THE ANGELS WHO WERE ABOVE THE CLOUD NOURISHED HIM. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER THERE. AND THUS, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE NINTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT FROM THE NINE MUSES ONE SEPARATED AWAY. SHE CAME TO A HIGH MOUNTAIN AND SPENT (SOME) TIME SEATED THERE, SO THAT SHE DESIRED HERSELF ALONE IN ORDER TO BECOME ANDROGYNOUS. SHE FULFILLED HER DESIRE AND BECAME PREGNANT FROM HER DESIRE. HE WAS BORN. THE ANGELS WHO WERE OVER THE DESIRE NOURISHED HIM. AND HE RECEIVED GLORY THERE, AND POWER. AND THUS, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE TENTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HIS GOD LOVED A CLOUD OF DESIRE. HE BEGOT HIM IN HIS HAND AND CAST UPON THE CLOUD ABOVE HIM (SOME) OF THE DROP, AND HE WAS BORN. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER THERE. AND THUS, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE ELEVENTH KINGDOM SAYS THAT THE FATHER DESIRED HIS OWN DAUGHTER. SHE HERSELF BECAME PREGNANT FROM HER FATHER. SHE CAST [...] TOMB OUT IN THE DESERT. THE ANGEL NOURISHED HIM THERE. AND THUS, HE CAME TO THE WATER. THE TWELFTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT HE CAME FROM TWO ILLUMINATORS. HE WAS NOURISHED THERE. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER. AND THUS, HE CAME TO THE WATER. AND THE THIRTEENTH KINGDOM SAYS OF HIM THAT EVERY BIRTH OF THEIR RULER IS A WORD. AND THIS WORD RECEIVED A MANDATE THERE. HE RECEIVED GLORY AND POWER. AND THUS, HE CAME TO THE WATER, IN ORDER THAT THE DESIRE OF THOSE POWERS MIGHT BE SATISFIED. BUT THE GENERATION WITHOUT A KING OVER IT SAYS THAT GOD CHOSE HIM FROM ALL THE AEONS. HE CAUSED A KNOWLEDGE OF THE UNDEFILED ONE OF TRUTH TO COME TO BE IN HIM. HE SAID, "OUT OF A FOREIGN AIR, FROM A GREAT AEON, THE GREAT ILLUMINATOR CAME FORTH. AND HE MADE THE GENERATION OF THOSE MEN WHOM HE HAD CHOSEN FOR HIMSELF SHINE, SO THAT THEY COULD SHINE UPON THE WHOLE AEON." THEN THE SEED, THOSE WHO WILL RECEIVE HIS NAME UPON THE WATER AND (THAT) OF THEM ALL, WILL FIGHT AGAINST THE POWER. AND A CLOUD OF DARKNESS WILL COME UPON THEM. THEN THE PEOPLES WILL CRY OUT WITH A GREAT VOICE, SAYING, "BLESSED IS THE SOUL OF THOSE MEN BECAUSE THEY HAVE KNOWN GOD WITH A KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH! THEY SHALL LIVE FOREVER, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT BEEN CORRUPTED BY THEIR DESIRE, ALONG WITH THE ANGELS, NOR HAVE THEY ACCOMPLISHED THE WORKS OF THE POWERS, BUT THEY HAVE STOOD IN HIS PRESENCE IN A KNOWLEDGE OF GOD LIKE LIGHT THAT HAS COME FORTH FROM FIRE AND BLOOD. "BUT WE HAVE DONE EVERY DEED OF THE POWERS SENSELESSLY. WE HAVE BOASTED IN THE TRANSGRESSION OF ALL OUR WORKS. WE HAVE CRIED AGAINST THE GOD OF TRUTH BECAUSE ALL HIS WORKS [...] IS ETERNAL. THESE ARE AGAINST OUR SPIRITS. FOR NOW, WE HAVE KNOWN THAT OUR SOULS WILL DIE THE DEATH." THEN A VOICE CAME TO THEM, SAYING "MICHEU AND MICHAR AND MNESINOUS, WHO ARE OVER THE HOLY BAPTISM AND THE LIVING WATER, WHY WERE YOU CRYING OUT AGAINST THE LIVING GOD WITH LAWLESS VOICES AND TONGUES WITHOUT LAW OVER THEM, AND SOULS FULL OF BLOOD AND FOUL DEEDS? YOU ARE FULL OF WORKS THAT ARE NOT OF THE TRUTH, BUT YOUR WAYS ARE FULL OF JOY AND REJOICING. HAVING DEFILED THE WATER OF LIFE, YOU HAVE DRAWN IT WITHIN THE WILL OF THE POWERS TO WHOM YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO SERVE THEM. "AND YOUR THOUGHT IS NOT LIKE THAT OF THOSE MEN WHOM YOU PERSECUTE [...] DESIRE [...]. THEIR FRUIT DOES NOT WITHER. BUT THEY WILL BE KNOWN UP TO THE GREAT AEONS, BECAUSE THE WORDS THEY HAVE KEPT, OF THE GOD OF THE AEONS, WERE NOT COMMITTED TO THE BOOK, NOR WERE THEY WRITTEN. BUT ANGELIC (BEINGS) WILL BRING THEM, WHOM ALL THE GENERATIONS OF MEN WILL NOT KNOW. FOR THEY WILL BE ON A HIGH MOUNTAIN, UPON A ROCK OF TRUTH. THEREFORE, THEY WILL BE NAMED "THE WORDS OF IMPERISHABILITY AND TRUTH," FOR THOSE WHO KNOW THE ETERNAL GOD IN WISDOM OF KNOWLEDGE AND TEACHING OF ANGELS FOREVER, FOR HE KNOWS ALL THINGS." THESE ARE THE REVELATIONS WHICH ADAM MADE KNOWN TO SETH, HIS SON, AND HIS SON TAUGHT HIS SEED ABOUT THEM. THIS IS THE HIDDEN KNOWLEDGE OF ADAM, WHICH HE GAVE TO SETH, WHICH IS THE HOLY BAPTISM OF THOSE WHO KNOW THE ETERNAL KNOWLEDGE THROUGH THOSE BORN OF THE WORD AND THE IMPERISHABLE ILLUMINATORS, WHO CAME FROM THE HOLY SEED: YESSEUS, MAZAREUS, YESSEDEKEUS, THE LIVING WATER.  
THE (FIRST) APOCALYPSE OF JAMES
IT IS THE LORD WHO SPOKE WITH ME: "SEE NOW THE COMPLETION OF MY REDEMPTION. I HAVE GIVEN YOU A SIGN OF THESE THINGS, JAMES, MY BROTHER. FOR NOT WITHOUT REASON HAVE I CALLED YOU MY BROTHER, ALTHOUGH YOU ARE NOT MY BROTHER MATERIALLY. AND I AM NOT IGNORANT CONCERNING YOU; SO THAT WHEN I GIVE YOU A SIGN - KNOW AND HEAR." "NOTHING EXISTED EXCEPT HIM-WHO-IS. HE IS UNNAMEABLE AND INEFFABLE. I MYSELF AM ALSO UNNAMEABLE, FROM HIM-WHO-IS, JUST AS I HAVE BEEN GIVEN A NUMBER OF NAMES - TWO FROM HIM-WHO-IS. AND I, I AM BEFORE YOU. SINCE YOU HAVE ASKED CONCERNING FEMALENESS, FEMALENESS EXISTED, BUT FEMALENESS WAS NOT FIRST. AND IT PREPARED FOR ITSELF POWERS AND GODS. BUT IT DID NOT EXIST WHEN I CAME FORTH, SINCE I AM AN IMAGE OF HIM-WHO-IS. BUT I HAVE BROUGHT FORTH THE IMAGE OF HIM SO THAT THE SONS OF HIM-WHO-IS MIGHT KNOW WHAT THINGS ARE THEIRS AND WHAT THINGS ARE ALIEN (TO THEM). BEHOLD, I SHALL REVEAL TO YOU EVERYTHING OF THIS MYSTERY. FOR THEY WILL SEIZE ME THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW. BUT MY REDEMPTION WILL BE NEAR." JAMES SAID, "RABBI, YOU HAVE SAID, 'THEY WILL SEIZE ME.' BUT I, WHAT CAN I DO?" HE SAID TO ME, "FEAR NOT, JAMES. YOU TOO WILL THEY SEIZE. BUT LEAVE JERUSALEM. FOR IT IS SHE WHO ALWAYS GIVES THE CUP OF BITTERNESS TO THE SONS OF LIGHT. SHE IS A DWELLING PLACE OF A GREAT NUMBER OF ARCHONS. BUT YOUR REDEMPTION WILL BE PRESERVED FROM THEM. SO THAT YOU MAY UNDERSTAND WHO THEY ARE AND WHAT KINDS THEY ARE, YOU WILL [...]. AND LISTEN. THEY ARE NOT [...] BUT ARCHONS [...]. THESE TWELVE [...] DOWN [...] ARCHONS [...] UPON HIS OWN HEBDOMAD." JAMES SAID, "RABBI, ARE THERE THEN TWELVE HEBDOMADS AND NOT SEVEN AS THERE ARE IN THE SCRIPTURES?" LORD THE SAID, "JAMES, HE WHO SPOKE CONCERNING THIS SCRIPTURE HAD A LIMITED UNDERSTANDING. I, HOWEVER, SHALL REVEAL TO YOU WHAT HAS COME FORTH FROM HIM WHO HAS NO NUMBER. I SHALL GIVE A SIGN CONCERNING THEIR NUMBER. AS FOR WHAT HAS COME FORTH FROM HIM WHO HAS NO MEASURE, I SHALL GIVE A SIGN CONCERNING THEIR MEASURE" JAMES SAID, "RABBI, BEHOLD THEN, I HAVE RECEIVED THEIR NUMBER. THERE ARE SEVENTY-TWO MEASURES!" THE LORD SAID, "THESE ARE THE SEVENTY-TWO HEAVENS, WHICH ARE THEIR SUBORDINATES. THESE ARE THE POWERS OF ALL THEIR MIGHT; AND THEY WERE ESTABLISHED BY THEM; AND THESE ARE THEY WHO WERE DISTRIBUTED EVERYWHERE, EXISTING UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE TWELVE ARCHONS. THE INFERIOR POWER AMONG THEM BROUGHT FORTH FOR ITSELF ANGELS AND UNNUMBERED HOSTS. HIM-WHO-IS, HOWEVER, HAS BEEN GIVEN [...] ON ACCOUNT OF [...] HIM. WHO-IS [...] THEY ARE UNNUMBERED. IF YOU WANT TO GIVE THEM A NUMBER NOW, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO DO SO UNTIL YOU CAST AWAY FROM YOUR BLIND THOUGHT, THIS BOND OF FLESH WHICH ENCIRCLES YOU. AND THEN YOU WILL REACH HIM-WHO-IS. AND YOU WILL NO LONGER BE JAMES; RATHER YOU ARE THE ONE-WHO-IS. AND ALL THOSE WHO ARE UNNUMBERED WILL ALL HAVE BEEN NAMED." <JAMES SAID,>, "RABBI, IN WHAT WAY SHALL I REACH HIM-WHO-IS, SINCE ALL THESE POWERS AND THESE HOSTS ARE ARMED AGAINST ME?" HE SAID TO ME, "THESE POWERS ARE NOT ARMED AGAINST YOU SPECIFICALLY, BUT ARE ARMED AGAINST ANOTHER. IT IS AGAINST ME THAT THEY ARE ARMED. AND THEY ARE ARMED WITH OTHER POWERS. BUT THEY ARE ARMED AGAINST ME IN JUDGMENT. THEY DID NOT GIVE [...] TO ME IN IT [...] THROUGH THEM [...]. IN THIS PLACE [...] SUFFERING, I SHALL [...]. HE WILL [...] AND I SHALL NOT REBUKE THEM. BUT THERE SHALL BE WITHIN ME A SILENCE AND A HIDDEN MYSTERY. BUT I AM FAINTHEARTED BEFORE THEIR ANGER." JAMES SAID, "RABBI, IF THEY ARM THEMSELVES AGAINST YOU, THEN IS THERE NO BLAME?" YOU HAVE COME WITH KNOWLEDGE, THAT YOU MIGHT REBUKE THEIR FORGETFULNESS.  YOU HAVE COME WITH RECOLLECTION, THAT YOU MIGHT REBUKE THEIR IGNORANCE. BUT I WAS CONCERNED BECAUSE OF YOU. FOR YOU DESCENDED INTO A GREAT IGNORANCE, BUT YOU HAVE NOT BEEN DEFILED BY ANYTHING IN IT. FOR YOU DESCENDED INTO A GREAT MINDLESSNESS, AND YOUR RECOLLECTION REMAINED.  YOU WALKED IN MUD, AND YOUR GARMENTS WERE NOT SOILED, AND YOU HAVE NOT BEEN BURIED IN THEIR FILTH, AND YOU HAVE NOT BEEN CAUGHT. AND I WAS NOT LIKE THEM, BUT I CLOTHED MYSELF WITH EVERYTHING OF THEIRS. THERE IS IN ME FORGETFULNESS, YET I REMEMBER THINGS THAT ARE NOT THEIRS. THERE IS IN ME [....], AND I AM IN THEIR [...]. [...] KNOWLEDGE [...] NOT IN THEIR SUFFERINGS [...]. BUT I HAVE BECOME AFRAID BEFORE THEM, SINCE THEY RULE. FOR WHAT WILL THEY DO? WHAT WILL I BE ABLE TO SAY? OR WHAT WORD WILL I BE ABLE TO SAY THAT I MAY ESCAPE THEM?" THE LORD SAID, "JAMES, I PRAISE YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND YOUR FEAR. IF YOU CONTINUE TO BE DISTRESSED, DO NOT BE CONCERNED FOR ANYTHING ELSE EXCEPT YOUR REDEMPTION. FOR BEHOLD, I SHALL COMPLETE THIS DESTINY UPON THIS EARTH AS I HAVE SAID FROM THE HEAVENS. AND I SHALL REVEAL TO YOU YOUR REDEMPTION." JAMES SAID, "RABBI, HOW, AFTER THESE THINGS, WILL YOU APPEAR TO US AGAIN? AFTER THEY SEIZE YOU, AND YOU COMPLETE THIS DESTINY, YOU WILL GO UP TO HIM-WHO-IS." THE LORD SAID, "JAMES, AFTER THESE THINGS I SHALL REVEAL TO YOU EVERYTHING, NOT FOR YOUR SAKE ALONE BUT FOR THE SAKE OF THE UNBELIEF OF MEN, SO THAT FAITH MAY EXIST IN THEM. FOR A MULTITUDE WILL ATTAIN TO FAITH AND THEY WILL INCREASE IN [...]. AND AFTER THIS I SHALL APPEAR FOR A REPROOF TO THE ARCHONS. AND I SHALL REVEAL TO THEM THAT HE CANNOT BE SEIZED. IF THEY SEIZE HIM, THEN HE WILL OVERPOWER EACH OF THEM. BUT NOW I SHALL GO. REMEMBER THE THINGS I HAVE SPOKEN AND LET THEM GO UP BEFORE YOU." JAMES SAID,"LORD, I SHALL HASTEN AS YOU HAVE SAID." THE LORD SAID FAREWELL TO HIM AND FULFILLED WHAT WAS FITTING. WHEN JAMES HEARD OF HIS SUFFERING AND WAS MUCH DISTRESSED, THEY AWAITED THE SIGN OF HIS COMING. AND HE CAME AFTER SEVERAL DAYS. AND JAMES WAS WALKING UPON THE MOUNTAIN WHICH IS CALLED "GAUGELAN", WITH HIS DISCIPLES, WHO LISTENED TO HIM BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN DISTRESSED, AND HE WAS [...] A COMFORTER, SAYING, "THIS IS [...] SECOND [...]" THEN THE CROWD DISPERSED, BUT JAMES REMAINED [...] PRAYER [...], AS WAS HIS CUSTOM. AND THE LRD APPEARED TO HIM. THEN HE STOPPED (HIS) PRAYER AND EMBRACED HIM. HE KISSED HIM, SAYING, "RABBI, I HAVE FOUND YOU! I HAVE HEARD OF YOUR SUFFERINGS, WHICH YOU ENDURED. AND I HAVE BEEN MUCH DISTRESSED. MY COMPASSION YOU KNOW. THEREFORE, ON REFLECTION, I WAS WISHING THAT I WOULD NOT SEE THIS PEOPLE. THEY MUST BE JUDGED FOR THESE THINGS THAT THEY HAVE DONE. FOR THESE THINGS THAT THEY HAVE DONE ARE CONTRARY TO WHAT IS FITTING." THE LORD SAID, "JAMES, DO NOT BE CONCERNED FOR ME OR FOR THIS PEOPLE. I AM HE WHO WAS WITHIN ME. NEVER HAVE I SUFFERED IN ANY WAY, NOR HAVE I BEEN DISTRESSED. AND THIS PEOPLE HAS DONE ME NO HARM. BUT THIS (PEOPLE) EXISTED AS A TYPE OF THE ARCHONS, AND IT DESERVED TO BE DESTROYED THROUGH THEM. BUT [...] THE ARCHONS, [...] WHO HAS [...] BUT SINCE IT [...] ANGRY WITH [...] THE JUST [...] IS HIS SERVANT. THEREFORE, YOUR NAME IS "JAMES THE JUST." YOU SEE HOW YOU WILL BECOME SOBER WHEN YOU SEE ME. AND YOU STOPPED THIS PRAYER. NOW SINCE YOU ARE A JUST MAN OF GOD, YOU HAVE EMBRACED ME AND KISSED ME. TRULY I SAY TO YOU THAT YOU HAVE STIRRED UP GREAT ANGER AND WRATH AGAINST YOURSELF. BUT (THIS HAS HAPPENED) SO THAT THESE OTHERS MIGHT COME TO BE." BUT JAMES WAS TIMID (AND) WEPT. AND HE WAS VERY DISTRESSED. AND THEY BOTH SAT DOWN UPON A ROCK. THE LORD SAID TO HIM, "JAMES, THUS YOU WILL UNDERGO THESE SUFFERINGS. BUT DO NOT BE SAD. FOR THE FLESH IS WEAK. IT WILL RECEIVE WHAT HAS BEEN ORDAINED FOR IT. BUT AS FOR YOU, DO NOT BE TIMID OR AFRAID". THE LORD CEASED. NOW WHEN JAMES HEARD THESE THINGS, HE WIPED AWAY THE TEARS IN HIS EYES AND VERY BITTER [...] WHICH IS [...]. THE LORD SAID TO HIM, "JAMES, BEHOLD, I SHALL REVEAL TO YOU YOUR REDEMPTION. WHEN YOU ARE SEIZED, AND YOU UNDERGO THESE SUFFERINGS, A MULTITUDE WILL ARM THEMSELVES AGAINST YOU THAT <THEY> MAY SEIZE YOU. AND IN PARTICULAR THREE OF THEM WILL SEIZE YOU - THEY WHO SIT (THERE) AS TOLL COLLECTORS. NOT ONLY DO THEY DEMAND TOLL, BUT THEY ALSO TAKE AWAY SOULS BY THEFT. WHEN YOU COME INTO THEIR POWER, ONE OF THEM WHO IS THEIR GUARD WILL SAY TO YOU, 'WHO ARE YOU OR WHERE ARE YOU FROM?' YOU ARE TO SAY TO HIM, 'I AM A SON, AND I AM FROM THE FATHER.' HE WILL SAY TO YOU, 'WHAT SORT OF SON ARE YOU, AND TO WHAT FATHER DO YOU BELONG?' YOU ARE TO SAY TO HIM, 'I AM FROM THE PRE-EXISTENT FATHER, AND A SON IN THE PRE-EXISTENT ONE.' WHEN HE SAYS TO YOU, [...], YOU ARE TO SAY TO HIM [...] IN THE [...] THAT I MIGHT [...]." '[...] OF ALIEN THINGS?' YOU ARE TO SAY TO HIM, 'THEY ARE NOT ENTIRELY ALIEN, BUT THEY ARE FROM ACHAMOTH, WHO IS THE FEMALE. AND THESE SHE PRODUCED AS SHE BROUGHT DOWN THE RACE FROM THE PRE-EXISTENT ONE. SO, THEN THEY ARE NOT ALIEN, BUT THEY ARE OURS. THEY ARE INDEED OURS BECAUSE SHE WHO IS MISTRESS OF THEM IS FROM THE PRE-EXISTENT ONE. AT THE SAME TIME, THEY ARE ALIEN BECAUSE THE PRE-EXISTENT ONE DID NOT HAVE INTERCOURSE WITH HER, WHEN SHE PRODUCED THEM.' WHEN HE ALSO SAYS TO YOU, 'WHERE WILL YOU GO?', YOU ARE TO SAY TO HIM, 'TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH I HAVE COME, THERE SHALL I RETURN.' AND IF YOU SAY THESE THINGS, YOU WILL ESCAPE THEIR ATTACKS. "BUT WHEN YOU COME TO THESE THREE DETAINERS WHO TAKE AWAY SOULS BY THEFT IN THAT PLACE [...] THESE. YOU [...] A VESSEL [...] MUCH MORE THAN [...] OF THE ONE WHOM YOU [...] FOR [...] HER ROOT. YOU TOO WILL BE SOBER [...]. BUT I SHALL CALL UPON THE IMPERISHABLE KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS SOPHIA WHO IS IN THE FATHER (AND) WHO IS THE MOTHER OF ACHAMOTH. ACHAMOTH HAD NO FATHER NOR MALE CONSORT, BUT SHE IS FEMALE FROM A FEMALE. SHE PRODUCED YOU WITHOUT A MALE, SINCE SHE WAS ALONE (AND) IN IGNORANCE AS TO WHAT LIVES THROUGH HER MOTHER BECAUSE SHE THOUGHT THAT SHE ALONE EXISTED. BUT I SHALL CRY OUT TO HER MOTHER. AND THEN THEY WILL FALL INTO CONFUSION (AND) WILL BLAME THEIR ROOT AND THE RACE OF THEIR MOTHER. BUT YOU WILL GO UP TO WHAT IS YOURS [...] YOU WILL [...] THE PRE-EXISTENT ONE." "THEY ARE A TYPE OF THE TWELVE DISCIPLES AND THE TWELVE PAIRS, [...] ACHAMOTH, WHICH IS TRANSLATED 'SOPHIA'. AND WHO I MYSELF AM, (AND) WHO THE IMPERISHABLE SOPHIA (IS) THROUGH WHOM YOU WILL BE REDEEMED, AND (WHO ARE) ALL THE SONS OF HIM-WHO-IS - THESE THINGS THEY HAVE KNOWN AND HAVE HIDDEN WITHIN THEM. YOU ARE TO HIDE <THESE THINGS> WITHIN YOU, AND YOU ARE TO KEEP SILENCE. BUT YOU ARE TO REVEAL THEM TO ADDAI. WHEN YOU DEPART, IMMEDIATELY WAR WILL BE MADE WITH THIS LAND. WEEP, THEN, FOR HIM WHO DWELLS IN JERUSALEM. BUT LET ADDAI TAKE THESE THINGS TO HEART. IN THE TENTH YEAR LET ADDAI SIT AND WRITE THEM DOWN. AND WHEN HE WRITES THEM DOWN [...] AND THEY ARE TO GIVE THEM [...] HE HAS THE [...] HE IS CALLED LEVI. THEN HE IS TO BRING [...] WORD [...] FROM WHAT I SAID EARLIER [...] A WOMAN [...] JERUSALEM IN HER [...] AND HE BEGETS TWO SONS THROUGH HER. THEY ARE TO INHERIT THESE THINGS AND THE UNDERSTANDING OF HIM WHO [...] EXALTS. AND THEY ARE TO RECEIVE [...] THROUGH HIM FROM HIS INTELLECT. NOW, THE YOUNGER OF THEM IS GREATER. AND MAY THESE THINGS REMAIN HIDDEN IN HIM UNTIL HE COMES TO THE AGE OF SEVENTEEN YEARS [...] BEGINNING [...] THROUGH THEM. THEY WILL PURSUE HIM EXCEEDINGLY, SINCE THEY ARE FROM HIS [...] COMPANIONS. HE WILL BE PROCLAIMED THROUGH THEM, AND THEY WILL PROCLAIM THIS WORD. THEN HE WILL BECOME A SEED OF [...]." JAMES SAID, "I AM SATISFIED [...] AND THEY ARE [...] MY SOUL. YET ANOTHER THING I ASK OF YOU: WHO ARE THE SEVEN WOMEN WHO HAVE BEEN YOUR DISCIPLES? AND BEHOLD ALL WOMEN BLESS YOU. I ALSO AM AMAZED HOW POWERLESS VESSELS HAVE BECOME STRONG BY A PERCEPTION WHICH IS IN THEM." THE LORD SAID, "YOU [...] WELL [...] A SPIRIT OF [...], A SPIRIT OF THOUGHT, A SPIRIT OF COUNSEL OF A [...], A SPIRIT [...] A SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE [...] OF THEIR FEAR. [...] WHEN WE HAD PASSED THROUGH THE BREATH OF THIS ARCHON WHO IS NAMED ADONAIOS [...] HIM AND [...] HE WAS IGNORANT [...] WHEN I CAME FORTH FROM HIM, HE REMEMBERED THAT I AM A SON OF HIS. HE WAS GRACIOUS TO ME AT THAT TIME AS HIS SON. AND THEN, BEFORE <I> APPEARED HERE, <HE> CAST THEM AMONG THIS PEOPLE. AND FROM THE PLACE OF HEAVEN THE PROPHETS [...]." JAMES SAID, "RABBI, [...] I [...] ALL TOGETHER [...] IN THEM ESPECIALLY [...]." THE LORD SAID, "JAMES, I PRAISE YOU [...] WALK UPON THE EARTH [...] THE WORDS WHILE HE [...] ON THE [...]. FOR CAST AWAY FROM YOU THE CUP WHICH IS BITTERNESS. FOR SOME FROM [...] SET THEMSELVES AGAINST YOU. FOR YOU HAVE BEGUN TO UNDERSTAND THEIR ROOTS FROM BEGINNING TO END. CAST AWAY FROM YOURSELF ALL LAWLESSNESS. AND BEWARE LEST THEY ENVY YOU. WHEN YOU SPEAK THESE WORDS OF THIS PERCEPTION, ENCOURAGE THESE FOUR: SALOME AND MARIAM AND MARTHA AND ARSINOE [...] SINCE HE TAKES SOME [...] TO ME HE IS [...] BURNT OFFERINGS AND [...]. BUT I [...] NOT IN THIS WAY; BUT [...] FIRST-FRUITS OF THE [...] UPWARD [...] SO THAT THE POWER OF GOD MIGHT APPEAR. THE PERISHABLE HAS GONE UP TO THE IMPERISHABLE AND THE FEMALE ELEMENT HAS ATTAINED TO THIS MALE ELEMENT." JAMES SAID, "RABBI, INTO THESE THREE (THINGS), THEN, HAS THEIR [...] BEEN CAST. FOR THEY HAVE BEEN REVILED, AND THEY HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED [...]. BEHOLD [...] EVERYTHING [...] FROM ANYONE [...]. FOR YOU HAVE RECEIVED [...] OF KNOWLEDGE. AND [...] THAT WHAT IS THE [...] GO [...] YOU WILL FIND [...]. BUT I SHALL GO FORTH AND SHALL REVEAL THAT THEY BELIEVED IN YOU, THAT THEY MAY BE CONTENT WITH THEIR BLESSING AND SALVATION, AND THIS REVELATION MAY COME TO PASS." AND HE WENT AT THAT TIME IMMEDIATELY AND REBUKED THE TWELVE AND CAST OUT OF THEM CONTENTMENT CONCERNING THE WAY OF KNOWLEDGE [...]. [...]. AND THE MAJORITY OF THEM [...] WHEN THEY SAW, THE MESSENGER TOOK IN [...]. THE OTHERS [...] SAID, "[...] HIM FROM THIS EARTH. FOR HE IS NOT WORTHY OF LIFE." THESE, THEN, WERE AFRAID. THEY AROSE, SAYING, "WE HAVE NO PART IN THIS BLOOD, FOR A JUST MAN WILL PERISH THROUGH INJUSTICE" JAMES DEPARTED SO THAT [...] LOOK [...] FOR WE [...] HIM.  
THE (SECOND) APOCALYPSE OF JAMES
THIS IS THE DISCOURSE THAT JAMES THE JUST SPOKE IN JERUSALEM, WHICH MAREIM, ONE OF THE PRIESTS, WROTE. HE HAD TOLD IT TO THEUDA, THE FATHER OF THE JUST ONE, SINCE HE WAS A RELATIVE OF HIS. HE SAID, "HASTEN! COME WITH MARY, YOUR WIFE, AND YOUR RELATIVES [...] THEREFORE [...] OF THIS [...] TO HIM, HE WILL UNDERSTAND. FOR BEHOLD, A MULTITUDE ARE DISTURBED OVER HIS [...], AND THEY ARE GREATLY ANGRY AT HIM. [...] AND THEY PRAY [...]. FOR HE WOULD OFTEN SAY THESE WORDS AND OTHERS ALSO." "HE USED TO SPEAK THESE WORDS WHILE THE MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE WERE SEATED. BUT (ON THIS OCCASION) HE ENTERED AND DID <NOT> SIT DOWN IN THE PLACE, AS WAS HIS CUSTOM. RATHER HE SAT ABOVE THE FIFTH FLIGHT OF STEPS, WHICH IS (HIGHLY) ESTEEMED, WHILE ALL OUR PEOPLE [...] THE WORDS [...]." "[...]. I AM HE WHO RECEIVED REVELATION FROM THE PLEROMA OF IMPERISHABILITY. (I AM) HE WHO WAS FIRST SUMMONED BY HIM WHO IS GREAT, AND WHO OBEYED THE LORD - HE WHO PASSED THROUGH THE WORLDS [...], HE WHO [...], HE WHO STRIPPED HIMSELF AND WENT ABOUT NAKED, HE WHO WAS FOUND IN A PERISHABLE (STATE), THOUGH HE WAS ABOUT TO BE BROUGHT UP INTO IMPERISHABILITY. - THIS LORD WHO IS PRESENT CAME AS A SON WHO SEES, AND AS A BROTHER WAS, HE SOUGHT. HE WILL COME TO [...] PRODUCED HIM BECAUSE [...] AND HE UNITES [...] MAKE HIM FREE [...] IN [...] HE WHO CAME TO [...]." "NOW AGAIN AM I RICH IN KNOWLEDGE AND I HAVE A UNIQUE UNDERSTANDING, WHICH WAS PRODUCED ONLY FROM ABOVE AND THE [...] COMES FROM A [...]. I AM THE [...] WHOM I KNEW. THAT WHICH WAS REVEALED TO ME WAS HIDDEN FROM EVERYONE AND SHALL (ONLY) BE REVEALED THROUGH HIM. THESE TWO WHO SEE I <...> (AND) THEY HAVE ALREADY PROCLAIMED THROUGH THESE WORDS: "HE SHALL BE JUDGED WITH THE UNRIGHTEOUS". HE WHO LIVED WITHOUT BLASPHEMY DIED BY MEANS OF BLASPHEMY. HE WHO WAS CAST OUT, THEY [...]." "[...] THE FLESH AND IT IS BY KNOWLEDGE THAT I SHALL COME FORTH FROM THE FLESH. I AM SURELY DYING, BUT IT IS IN LIFE THAT I SHALL BE FOUND. I ENTERED IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT JUDGE [...] I SHALL COME FORTH IN [...] JUDGE [...] I DO NOT BRING BLAME AGAINST THE SERVANTS OF HIS [...]. I HASTEN TO MAKE THEM FREE AND WANT TO TAKE THEM ABOVE HIM WHO WANTS TO RULE OVER THEM. IF THEY ARE HELPED, I AM THE BROTHER IN SECRET, WHO PRAYED TO THE FATHER UNTIL HE [...] IN [...] REIGN [...] IMPERISHABILITY [...] FIRST IN [...]." I AM THE FIRST SON WHO WAS BEGOTTEN. -  HE WILL DESTROY THE DOMINION OF THEM ALL. -  I AM THE BELOVED. I AM THE RIGHTEOUS ONE. I AM THE SON OF THE FATHER. I SPEAK EVEN AS I HEARD. I COMMAND EVEN AS I RECEIVED THE ORDER. I SHOW YOU EVEN AS I HAVE FOUND. BEHOLD, I SPEAK IN ORDER THAT I MAY COME FORTH. PAY ATTENTION TO ME IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY SEE ME! "IF I HAVE COME INTO EXISTENCE, WHO THEN AM I? FOR I DID <NOT> COME AS I AM, NOR WOULD I HAVE APPEARED AS I AM. FOR I USED TO EXIST FOR A BRIEF PERIOD OF TIME [...]." "ONCE WHEN I WAS SITTING DELIBERATING, HE OPENED THE DOOR. THAT ONE WHOM YOU HATED AND PERSECUTED CAME IN TO ME. HE SAID TO ME, "HAIL, MY BROTHER; MY BROTHER, HAIL." AS I RAISED MY FACE TO STARE AT HIM, (MY) MOTHER SAID TO ME, "DO NOT BE FRIGHTENED, MY SON, BECAUSE HE SAID 'MY BROTHER' TO YOU (SG.). FOR YOU (PL.) WERE NOURISHED WITH THIS SAME MILK. BECAUSE OF THIS HE CALLS ME "MY MOTHER". FOR HE IS NOT A STRANGER TO US. HE IS YOUR STEPBROTHER [...]." "[...] THESE WORDS [...] GREAT [...] I SHALL FIND THEM, AND THEY SHALL COME FORTH. HOWEVER, I AM THE STRANGER, AND THEY HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF ME IN THEIR THOUGHTS, FOR THEY KNOW ME IN THIS PLACE. BUT IT WAS FITTING THAT OTHERS KNOW THROUGH YOU. "<YOU ARE> THE ONE TO WHOM I SAY: HEAR AND UNDERSTAND - FOR A MULTITUDE, WHEN THEY HEAR, WILL BE SLOW WITTED. BUT YOU, UNDERSTAND AS I SHALL BE ABLE TO TELL YOU. YOUR FATHER IS NOT MY FATHER. BUT MY FATHER HAS BECOME A FATHER TO YOU. "THIS VIRGIN ABOUT WHOM YOU HEAR - THIS IS HOW [...] VIRGIN [...] NAMELY, THE VIRGIN. [...], HOW [...] TO ME FOR [...] TO KNOW [...] NOT AS [...] WHOM I [...]. FOR THIS ONE (MASC.) [...] TO HIM, AND THIS ALSO IS PROFITABLE FOR YOU. YOUR FATHER, WHOM YOU CONSIDER TO BE RICH, SHALL GRANT THAT YOU INHERIT ALL THESE THINGS THAT YOU SEE. "I PROCLAIM TO YOU TO TELL YOU THESE (WORDS) THAT I SHALL SPEAK. WHEN YOU HEAR, THEREFORE, OPEN YOUR EARS AND UNDERSTAND AND WALK (ACCORDINGLY)! IT IS BECAUSE OF YOU THAT THEY PASS BY, ACTIVATED BY THAT ONE WHO IS GLORIOUS. AND IF THEY WANT TO MAKE A DISTURBANCE AND (SEIZE) POSSESSION [...] HE BEGAN [...] NOT, NOR THOSE WHO ARE COMING, WHO WERE SENT FORTH BY HIM TO MAKE THIS PRESENT CREATION. AFTER THESE THINGS, WHEN HE IS ASHAMED, HE SHALL BE DISTURBED THAT HIS LABOR, WHICH IS FAR FROM THE AEONS, IS NOTHING. AND HIS INHERITANCE, WHICH HE BOASTED TO BE GREAT, SHALL APPEAR SMALL. AND HIS GIFTS ARE NOT BLESSINGS. HIS PROMISES ARE EVIL SCHEMES. FOR YOU ARE NOT AN (INSTRUMENT) OF HIS COMPASSION, BUT IT IS THROUGH YOU THAT HE DOES VIOLENCE. HE WANTS TO DO INJUSTICE TO US, AND WILL EXERCISE DOMINION FOR A TIME ALLOTTED TO HIM. "BUT UNDERSTAND AND KNOW THE FATHER WHO HAS COMPASSION. HE WAS NOT GIVEN AN INHERITANCE THAT WAS UNLIMITED, NOR DOES IT HAVE A (LIMITED) NUMBER OF DAYS, BUT IT IS AS THE ETERNAL DAY [...] IT IS [...] PERCEIVE [...]. AND HE USED [...]. FOR IN FACT HE IS NOT ONE (COME) FROM THEM, (AND) BECAUSE OF THIS, HE IS DESPISED. BECAUSE OF THIS HE BOASTS, SO THAT HE MAY NOT BE REPROVED. FOR BECAUSE OF THIS HE IS SUPERIOR TO THOSE WHO ARE BELOW, THOSE BY WHOM YOU WERE LOOKED DOWN UPON. AFTER HE IMPRISONED THOSE FROM THE FATHER, HE SEIZED THEM AND FASHIONED THEM TO RESEMBLE HIMSELF. AND IT IS WITH HIM THAT THEY EXIST. "I SAW FROM THE HEIGHT THOSE THINGS THAT HAPPENED, AND I HAVE EXPLAINED HOW THEY HAPPENED. THEY WERE VISITED WHILE THEY WERE IN ANOTHER FORM, AND, WHILE I WAS WATCHING, THEY CAME TO KNOW <ME> AS I AM, THROUGH THOSE WHOM I KNOW. "NOW BEFORE THOSE THINGS HAVE HAPPENED, THEY WILL MAKE A [...]. I KNOW HOW THEY ATTEMPTED TO COME DOWN TO THIS PLACE THAT HE MIGHT APPROACH [...] THE SMALL CHILDREN, BUT I WISH TO REVEAL THROUGH YOU AND THE SPIRIT OF POWER, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT REVEAL TO THOSE WHO ARE YOURS. AND THOSE WHO WISH TO ENTER, AND WHO SEEK TO WALK IN THE WAY THAT IS BEFORE THE DOOR, OPEN THE GOOD DOOR THROUGH YOU. AND THEY FOLLOW YOU; THEY ENTER AND YOU ESCORT THEM INSIDE, AND GIVE A REWARD TO EACH ONE WHO IS READY FOR IT. FOR YOU ARE NOT THE REDEEMER NOR A HELPER OF STRANGERS. YOU ARE AN ILLUMINATOR AND A REDEEMER OF THOSE WHO ARE MINE, AND NOW OF THOSE WHO ARE YOURS. YOU SHALL REVEAL (TO THEM); YOU SHALL BRING GOOD AMONG THEM ALL. YOU THEY SHALL ADMIRE BECAUSE OF EVERY POWERFUL (DEED). YOU ARE HE WHOM THE HEAVENS BLESS. YOU HE SHALL ENVY, HE WHO HAS CALLED HIMSELF YOUR LORD.  I AM THE [...] THOSE WHO ARE INSTRUCTED IN THESE THINGS WITH YOU. FOR YOUR SAKE, THEY WILL BE TOLD THESE THINGS, AND WILL COME TO REST. FOR YOUR SAKE, THEY WILL REIGN, AND WILL BECOME KINGS. FOR YOUR SAKE, THEY WILL HAVE PITY ON WHOMEVER THEY PITY. FOR JUST AS YOU ARE FIRST HAVING CLOTHED YOURSELF, YOU ARE ALSO THE FIRST WHO WILL STRIP HIMSELF, AND YOU SHALL BECOME AS YOU WERE BEFORE YOU WERE STRIPPED." "AND HE KISSED MY MOUTH. HE TOOK HOLD OF ME, SAYING, "MY BELOVED! BEHOLD, I SHALL REVEAL TO YOU THOSE THINGS THAT (NEITHER) THE HEAVENS NOR THEIR ARCHONS HAVE KNOWN. BEHOLD, I SHALL REVEAL TO YOU THOSE THINGS THAT HE DID NOT KNOW, HE WHO BOASTED, "[...] THERE IS NO OTHER EXCEPT ME. AM I NOT ALIVE? BECAUSE I AM A FATHER, DO I NOT HAVE POWER FOR EVERYTHING?" BEHOLD, I SHALL REVEAL TO YOU EVERYTHING, MY BELOVED. UNDERSTAND AND KNOW THEM, THAT YOU MAY COME FORTH JUST AS I AM. BEHOLD, I SHALL REVEAL TO YOU HIM WHO IS HIDDEN. BUT NOW, STRETCH OUT YOUR HAND. NOW, TAKE HOLD OF ME." "AND THEN I STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS AND I DID NOT FIND HIM AS I THOUGHT (HE WOULD BE). BUT AFTERWARD I HEARD HIM SAYING, "UNDERSTAND AND TAKE HOLD OF ME." THEN I UNDERSTOOD, AND I WAS AFRAID. AND I WAS EXCEEDINGLY JOYFUL. "THEREFORE, I TELL YOU JUDGES, YOU HAVE BEEN JUDGED. AND YOU DID NOT SPARE, BUT YOU WERE SPARED. BE SOBER AND [...] YOU DID NOT KNOW. HE WAS THAT ONE WHOM HE WHO CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND DWELLED IN IT, DID NOT SEE. HE WAS THIS ONE WHO IS THE LIFE. HE WAS THE LIGHT. HE WAS THAT ONE WHO WILL COME TO BE. AND AGAIN, HE SHALL PROVIDE AN END FOR WHAT HAS BEGUN, AND A BEGINNING FOR WHAT IS ABOUT TO BE ENDED. HE WAS THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE INVISIBLE ONE, WHO DID NOT DESCEND UPON THE EARTH. HE WAS THE VIRGIN, AND THAT WHICH HE WISHES, HAPPENS TO HIM. I SAW THAT HE WAS NAKED, AND THERE WAS NO GARMENT CLOTHING HIM.  THAT WHICH HE WILLS, HAPPENS TO HIM [...]. "RENOUNCE THIS DIFFICULT WAY, WHICH IS (SO) VARIABLE, AND WALK IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIM WHO DESIRES THAT YOU BECOME FREE MEN WITH ME, AFTER YOU HAVE PASSED ABOVE EVERY DOMINION. FOR HE WILL NOT JUDGE (YOU) FOR THOSE THINGS THAT YOU DID, BUT WILL HAVE MERCY ON YOU. FOR (IT IS) NOT YOU THAT DID THEM, BUT IT IS YOUR LORD (THAT DID THEM). HE WAS NOT A WRATHFUL ONE, BUT HE WAS A KIND FATHER. "BUT YOU HAVE JUDGED YOURSELVES, AND BECAUSE OF THIS YOU WILL REMAIN IN THEIR FETTERS. YOU HAVE OPPRESSED YOURSELVES, AND YOU WILL REPENT, (BUT) YOU WILL NOT PROFIT AT ALL. BEHOLD HIM WHO SPEAKS AND SEEK HIM WHO IS SILENT. KNOW HIM WHO CAME TO THIS PLACE, AND UNDERSTAND HIM WHO WENT FORTH (FROM IT). I AM THE JUST ONE, AND I DO <NOT> JUDGE. I AM NOT A MASTER, THEN, BUT I AM A HELPER. HE WAS CAST OUT BEFORE HE STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND. I [...]. "[...] AND HE ALLOWS ME TO HEAR. AND PLAY YOUR TRUMPETS, YOUR FLUTES AND YOUR HARPS OF THIS HOUSE. THE LORD HAS TAKEN YOU CAPTIVE FROM THE LORD, HAVING CLOSED YOUR EARS, THAT THEY MAY NOT HEAR THE SOUND OF MY WORD. YET YOU WILL BE ABLE TO PAY HEED IN YOUR HEARTS, AND YOU WILL CALL ME 'THE JUST ONE.' THEREFORE, I TELL YOU: BEHOLD, I GAVE YOU YOUR HOUSE, WHICH YOU SAY THAT GOD HAS MADE - THAT (HOUSE) IN WHICH HE PROMISED TO GIVE YOU AN INHERITANCE THROUGH IT. THIS (HOUSE) I SHALL DOOM TO DESTRUCTION AND DERISION OF THOSE WHO ARE IN IGNORANCE. FOR BEHOLD, THOSE WHO JUDGE DELIBERARATE [...]." ON THAT DAY ALL THE PEOPLE AND THE CROWD WERE DISTURBED, AND THEY SHOWED THAT THEY HAD NOT BEEN PERSUADED. AND HE AROSE AND WENT FORTH SPEAKING IN THIS MANNER. AND HE ENTERED (AGAIN) ON THAT SAME DAY AND SPOKE A FEW HOURS. AND I WAS WITH THE PRIESTS AND REVEALED NOTHING OF THE RELATIONSHIP, SINCE ALL OF THEM WERE SAYING WITH ONE VOICE, 'COME, LET US STONE THE JUST ONE.' AND THEY AROSE, SAYING, 'YES, LET US KILL THIS MAN, THAT HE MAY BE TAKEN FROM OUR MIDST. FOR HE WILL BE OF NO USE TO US.' AND THEY WERE THERE AND FOUND HIM STANDING BESIDE THE COLUMNS OF THE TEMPLE BESIDE THE MIGHTY CORNER STONE. AND THEY DECIDED TO THROW HIM DOWN FROM THE HEIGHT, AND THEY CAST HIM DOWN. AND THEY [...] THEY [...]. THEY SEIZED HIM AND STRUCK HIM AS THEY DRAGGED HIM UPON THE GROUND. THEY STRETCHED HIM OUT AND PLACED A STONE ON HIS ABDOMEN. THEY ALL PLACED THEIR FEET ON HIM, SAYING 'YOU HAVE ERRED!' AGAIN, THEY RAISED HIM UP, SINCE HE WAS ALIVE, AND MADE HIM DIG A HOLE. THEY MADE HIM STAND IN IT. AFTER HAVING COVERED HIM UP TO HIS ABDOMEN, THEY STONED HIM IN THIS MANNER. AND HE STRETCHED OUT HIS HANDS AND SAID THIS PRAYER - NOT THAT (ONE) WHICH IT IS HIS CUSTOM TO SAY: 'MY GOD AND MY FATHER, WHO SAVED ME FROM THIS DEAD HOPE, WHO MADE ME ALIVE THROUGH A MYSTERY OF WHAT HE WILLS, DO NOT LET THESE DAYS OF THIS WORLD BE PROLONGED FOR ME, BUT THE DAY OF YOUR LIGHT [...] REMAINS IN [...] SALVATION. DELIVER ME FROM THIS PLACE OF SOJOURN! DO NOT LET YOUR GRACE BE LEFT BEHIND IN ME, BUT MAY YOUR GRACE BECOME PURE! SAVE ME FROM AN EVIL DEATH! BRING ME FROM A TOMB ALIVE, BECAUSE YOUR GRACE - LOVE - IS ALIVE IN ME TO ACCOMPLISH A WORK OF FULLNESS! SAVE ME FROM SINFUL FLESH, BECAUSE L TRUSTED IN YOU WITH ALL MY STRENGTH, BECAUSE YOU ARE THE LIFE OF THE LIFE! SAVE ME FROM A HUMILIATING ENEMY! DO NOT GIVE ME INTO THE HAND OF A JUDGE WHO IS SEVERE WITH SIN!  FORGIVE ME ALL MY DEBTS OF THE DAYS (OF MY LIFE)! BECAUSE I AM ALIVE IN YOU, YOUR GRACE IS ALIVE IN ME. I HAVE RENOUNCED EVERYONE, BUT YOU I HAVE CONFESSED. SAVE ME FROM EVIL AFFLICTION! BUT NOW IS THE TIME AND THE HOUR. O HOLY SPIRIT, SEND ME SALVATION [...] THE LIGHT [...] THE LIGHT [...] IN A POWER [...].' "AFTER HE SPOKE, HE FELL SILENT [...] WORD [...] AFTERWARD [...] THE DISCOURSE [...]."  
THE APOCALYPSE OF PAUL
[...] THE ROAD. AND HE SPOKE TO HIM, SAYING, "BY WHICH ROAD SHALL I GO UP TO JERUSALEM?" THE LITTLE CHILD REPLIED, SAYING, "SAY YOUR NAME, SO THAT I MAY SHOW YOU THE ROAD". THE LITTLE CHILD KNEW WHO PAUL WAS. HE WISHED TO MAKE CONVERSATION WITH HIM THROUGH HIS WORDS IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT FIND AN EXCUSE FOR SPEAKING WITH HIM. THE LITTLE CHILD SPOKE, SAYING, "I KNOW WHO YOU ARE, PAUL. YOU ARE HE WHO WAS BLESSED FROM HIS MOTHER`S WOMB. FOR I HAVE COME TO YOU THAT YOU MAY GO UP TO JERUSALEM TO YOUR FELLOW APOSTLES. AND FOR THIS REASON, YOU WERE CALLED. AND I AM THE SPIRIT WHO ACCOMPANIES YOU. LET YOUR MIND AWAKEN, PAUL, WITH [...]. FOR [...] WHOLE WHICH [...] AMONG THE PRINCIPALITIES AND THESE AUTHORITIES AND ARCHANGELS AND POWERS AND THE WHOLE RACE OF DEMONS, [...] THE ONE THAT REVEALS BODIES TO A SOUL-SEED." AND AFTER HE BROUGHT THAT SPEECH TO AN END, HE SPOKE, SAYING TO ME, "LET YOUR MIND AWAKEN, PAUL, AND SEE THAT THIS MOUNTAIN UPON WHICH YOU ARE STANDING IS THE MOUNTAIN OF JERICHO, SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW THE HIDDEN THINGS IN THOSE THAT ARE VISIBLE. NOW IT IS TO THE TWELVE APOSTLES THAT YOU SHALL GO, FOR THEY ARE ELECT SPIRITS, AND THEY WILL GREET YOU." HE RAISED HIS EYES AND SAW THEM GREETING HIM. THEN THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO WAS SPEAKING WITH HIM CAUGHT HIM UP ON HIGH TO THE THIRD HEAVEN, AND HE PASSED BEYOND TO THE FOURTH HEAVEN. THE HOLY SPIRIT SPOKE TO HIM, SAYING, "LOOK AND SEE YOUR LIKENESS UPON THE EARTH." AND HE LOOKED DOWN AND SAW THOSE WHO WERE UPON THE EARTH. HE STARED AND SAW THOSE WHO WERE UPON THE [...]. THEN HE GAZED DOWN AND SAW THE TWELVE APOSTLES AT HIS RIGHT AND AT HIS LEFT IN THE CREATION; AND THE SPIRIT WAS GOING BEFORE THEM. BUT I SAW IN THE FOURTH HEAVEN ACCORDING TO CLASS - I SAW THE ANGELS RESEMBLING GODS, THE ANGELS BRINGING A SOUL OUT OF THE LAND OF THE DEAD. THEY PLACED IT AT THE GATE OF THE FOURTH HEAVEN. AND THE ANGELS WERE WHIPPING IT. THE SOUL SPOKE, SAYING, "WHAT SIN WAS IT THAT I COMMITTED IN THE WORLD?" THE TOLL-COLLECTOR WHO DWELLS IN THE FOURTH HEAVEN REPLIED, SAYING, "IT WAS NOT RIGHT TO COMMIT ALL THOSE LAWLESS DEEDS THAT ARE IN THE WORLD OF THE DEAD". THE SOUL REPLIED, SAYING, "BRING WITNESSES! LET THEM SHOW YOU IN WHAT BODY I COMMITTED LAWLESS DEEDS. DO YOU WISH TO BRING A BOOK TO READ FROM?" AND THE THREE WITNESSES CAME. THE FIRST SPOKE, SAYING, "WAS I NOT IN THE BODY THE SECOND HOUR [...]? I ROSE UP AGAINST YOU UNTIL YOU FELL INTO ANGER AND RAGE AND ENVY." AND THE SECOND SPOKE, SAYING, "WAS I NOT IN THE WORLD? AND I ENTERED AT THE FIFTH HOUR, AND I SAW YOU AND DESIRED YOU. AND BEHOLD, THEN, NOW I CHARGE YOU WITH THE MURDERS YOU COMMITTED." THE THIRD SPOKE, SAYING, "DID I NOT COME TO YOU AT THE TWELFTH HOUR OF THE DAY WHEN THE SUN WAS ABOUT TO SET? I GAVE YOU DARKNESS UNTIL YOU SHOULD ACCOMPLISH YOUR SINS." WHEN THE SOUL HEARD THESE THINGS, IT GAZED DOWNWARD IN SORROW. AND THEN IT GAZED UPWARD. IT WAS CAST DOWN. THE SOUL THAT HAD BEEN CAST DOWN WENT TO A BODY WHICH HAD BEEN PREPARED FOR IT. AND BEHOLD, ITS WITNESSES WERE FINISHED. THEN I GAZED UPWARD AND SAW THE SPIRIT SAYING TO ME, "PAUL, COME! PROCEED TOWARD ME!". THEN AS I WENT, THE GATE OPENED, AND I WENT UP TO THE FIFTH HEAVEN. AND I SAW MY FELLOW APOSTLES GOING WITH ME WHILE THE SPIRIT ACCOMPANIED US. AND I SAW A GREAT ANGEL IN THE FIFTH HEAVEN HOLDING AN IRON ROD IN HIS HAND. THERE WERE THREE OTHER ANGELS WITH HIM, AND I STARED INTO THEIR FACES. BUT THEY WERE RIVALLING EACH OTHER, WITH WHIPS IN THEIR HANDS, GOADING THE SOULS ON TO THE JUDGMENT. BUT I WENT WITH THE SPIRIT AND THE GATE OPENED FOR ME. THEN WE WENT UP TO THE SIXTH HEAVEN. AND I SAW MY FELLOW APOSTLES GOING WITH ME, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS LEADING ME BEFORE THEM. AND I GAZED UP ON HIGH AND SAW A GREAT LIGHT SHINING DOWN ON THE SIXTH HEAVEN. I SPOKE, SAYING TO THE TOLL-COLLECTOR WHO WAS IN THE SIXTH HEAVEN, "OPEN TO ME AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO IS BEFORE ME." HE OPENED TO ME. THEN WE WENT UP TO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, AND I SAW AN OLD MAN [...] LIGHT AND WHOSE GARMENT WAS WHITE. HIS THRONE, WHICH IS IN THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, WAS BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN BY SEVEN TIMES. THE OLD MAN SPOKE, SAYING TO ME, "WHERE ARE YOU GOING, PAUL? O BLESSED ONE AND THE ONE WHO WAS SET APART FROM HIS MOTHER`S WOMB." BUT I LOOKED AT THE SPIRIT, AND HE WAS NODDING HIS HEAD, SAYING TO ME, "SPEAK WITH HIM!". AND I REPLIED, SAYING TO THE OLD MAN, "I AM GOING TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH I CAME." AND THE OLD MAN RESPONDED TO ME, "WHERE ARE YOU FROM?" BUT I REPLIED, SAYING, "I AM GOING DOWN TO THE WORLD OF THE DEAD IN ORDER TO LEAD CAPTIVE THE CAPTIVITY THAT WAS LED CAPTIVE IN THE CAPTIVITY OF BABYLON." THE OLD MAN REPLIED TO ME SAYING, "HOW WILL YOU BE ABLE TO GET AWAY FROM ME? LOOK AND SEE THE PRINCIPALITIES AND AUTHORITIES." THE SPIRIT SPOKE, SAYING, "GIVE HIM THE SIGN THAT YOU HAVE, AND HE WILL OPEN FOR YOU." AND THEN I GAVE HIM THE SIGN. HE TURNED HIS FACE DOWNWARDS TO HIS CREATION AND TO THOSE WHO ARE HIS OWN AUTHORITIES. AND THEN THE <SEVENTH> HEAVEN OPENED AND WE WENT UP TO THE OGDOAD. AND I SAW THE TWELVE APOSTLES. THEY GREETED ME, AND WE WENT UP TO THE NINTH HEAVEN. I GREETED ALL THOSE WHO WERE IN THE NINTH HEAVEN, AND WE WENT UP TO THE TENTH HEAVEN. AND I GREETED MY FELLOW SPIRITS.   
THE APOCALYPSE OF PETER
AS THE SAVIOR WAS SITTING IN THE TEMPLE IN THE THREE HUNDREDTH (YEAR) OF THE COVENANT AND THE AGREEMENT OF THE TENTH PILLAR, AND BEING SATISFIED WITH THE NUMBER OF THE LIVING, INCORRUPTIBLE MAJESTY, HE SAID TO ME, "PETER, BLESSED ARE THOSE ABOVE BELONGING TO THE FATHER, WHO REVEALED LIFE TO THOSE WHO ARE FROM THE LIFE, THROUGH ME, SINCE I REMINDED THEY WHO ARE BUILT ON WHAT IS STRONG, THAT THEY MAY HEAR MY WORD, AND DISTINGUISH WORDS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRANSGRESSION OF LAW FROM RIGHTEOUSNESS, AS BEING FROM THE HEIGHT OF EVERY WORD OF THIS PLEROMA OF TRUTH, HAVING BEEN ENLIGHTENED IN GOOD PLEASURE BY HIM WHOM THE PRINCIPALITIES SOUGHT. BUT THEY DID NOT FIND HIM, NOR WAS HE MENTIONED AMONG ANY GENERATION OF THE PROPHETS. HE HAS NOW APPEARED AMONG THESE, IN HIM WHO APPEARED, WHO IS THE SON OF MAN, WHO IS EXALTED ABOVE THE HEAVENS IN A FEAR OF MEN OF LIKE ESSENCE. BUT YOU YOURSELF, PETER, BECOME PERFECT IN ACCORDANCE WITH YOUR NAME WITH MYSELF, THE ONE WHO CHOSE YOU, BECAUSE FROM YOU I HAVE ESTABLISHED A BASE FOR THE REMNANT WHOM I HAVE SUMMONED TO KNOWLEDGE. THEREFORE BE STRONG UNTIL THE IMITATION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS - OF HIM WHO HAD SUMMONED YOU, HAVING SUMMONED YOU TO KNOW HIM IN A WAY WHICH IS WORTH DOING BECAUSE OF THE REJECTION WHICH HAPPENED TO HIM, AND THE SINEWS OF HIS HANDS AND HIS FEET, AND THE CROWNING BY THOSE OF THE MIDDLE REGION, AND THE BODY OF HIS RADIANCE WHICH THEY BRING IN HOPE OF SERVICE BECAUSE OF A REWARD OF HONOR - AS HE WAS ABOUT TO REPROVE YOU THREE TIMES IN THIS NIGHT." AND AS HE WAS SAYING THESE THINGS, I SAW THE PRIESTS AND THE PEOPLE RUNNING UP TO US WITH STONES, AS IF THEY WOULD KILL US; AND I WAS AFRAID THAT WE WERE GOING TO DIE. AND HE SAID TO ME, "PETER, I HAVE TOLD YOU MANY TIMES THAT THEY ARE BLIND ONES WHO HAVE NO GUIDE. IF YOU WANT TO KNOW THEIR BLINDNESS, PUT YOUR HANDS UPON (YOUR) EYES - YOUR ROBE - AND SAY WHAT YOU SEE." BUT WHEN I HAD DONE IT, I DID NOT SEE ANYTHING. I SAID "NO ONE SEES (THIS WAY)." AGAIN, HE TOLD ME, "DO IT AGAIN." AND THERE CAME IN ME FEAR WITH JOY, FOR I SAW A NEW LIGHT GREATER THAN THE LIGHT OF DAY. THEN IT CAME DOWN UPON THE SAVIOR. AND I TOLD HIM ABOUT THOSE THINGS WHICH I SAW. AND HE SAID TO ME AGAIN, "LIFT UP YOUR HANDS AND LISTEN TO WHAT THE PRIESTS AND THE PEOPLE ARE SAYING." AND I LISTENED TO THE PRIESTS AS THEY SAT WITH THE SCRIBES. THE MULTITUDES WERE SHOUTING WITH THEIR VOICE. WHEN HE HEARD THESE THINGS FROM ME, HE SAID TO ME, "PRICK UP YOUR EARS AND LISTEN TO THE THINGS THEY ARE SAYING." AND I LISTENED AGAIN, "AS YOU SIT, THEY ARE PRAISING YOU." AND WHEN I SAID THESE THINGS, THE SAVIOR SAID, "I HAVE TOLD YOU THAT THESE (PEOPLE) ARE BLIND AND DEAF. NOW THEN, LISTEN TO THE THINGS WHICH THEY ARE TELLING YOU IN A MYSTERY, AND GUARD THEM, DO NOT TELL THEM TO THE SONS OF THIS AGE. FOR THEY SHALL BLASPHEME YOU IN THESE AGES SINCE THEY ARE IGNORANT OF YOU, BUT THEY WILL PRAISE YOU IN KNOWLEDGE." "FOR MANY WILL ACCEPT OUR TEACHING IN THE BEGINNING. AND THEY WILL TURN FROM THEM AGAIN BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER OF THEIR ERROR, BECAUSE THEY HAVE DONE WHAT HE WANTED. AND HE WILL REVEAL THEM IN HIS JUDGMENT, THE SERVANTS OF THE WORD. BUT THOSE WHO BECAME MINGLED WITH THESE SHALL BECOME THEIR PRISONERS, SINCE THEY ARE WITHOUT PERCEPTION. AND THE GUILELESS, GOOD, PURE ONE THEY PUSH TO THE WORKER OF DEATH, AND TO THE KINGDOM OF THOSE WHO PRAISE CHRIST IN A RESTORATION. AND THEY PRAISE THE MEN OF THE PROPAGATION OF FALSEHOOD, THOSE WHO WILL COME AFTER YOU. AND THEY WILL CLEAVE TO THE NAME OF A DEAD MAN, THINKING THAT THEY WILL BECOME PURE. BUT THEY WILL BECOME GREATLY DEFILED AND THEY WILL FALL INTO A NAME OF ERROR, AND INTO THE HAND OF AN EVIL, CUNNING MAN AND A MANIFOLD DOGMA, AND THEY WILL BE RULED WITHOUT LAW." "FOR SOME OF THEM WILL BLASPHEME THE TRUTH AND PROCLAIM EVIL TEACHING. AND THEY WILL SAY EVIL THINGS AGAINST EACH OTHER. SOME WILL BE NAMED: (THOSE) WHO STAND IN (THE) STRENGTH OF THE ARCHONS, OF A MAN AND A NAKED WOMAN WHO IS MANIFOLD AND SUBJECT TO MUCH SUFFERING. AND THOSE WHO SAY THESE THINGS WILL ASK ABOUT DREAMS. AND IF THEY SAY THAT A DREAM CAME FROM A DEMON WORTHY OF THEIR ERROR, THEN THEY SHALL BE GIVEN PERDITION INSTEAD OF INCORRUPTION." "FOR EVIL CANNOT PRODUCE GOOD FRUIT. FOR THE PLACE FROM WHICH EACH OF THEM IS PRODUCES THAT WHICH IS LIKE ITSELF; FOR NOT EVERY SOUL IS OF THE TRUTH, NOR OF IMMORTALITY. FOR EVERY SOUL OF THESE AGES HAS DEATH ASSIGNED TO IT IN OUR VIEW, BECAUSE IT IS ALWAYS A SLAVE, SINCE IT IS CREATED FOR ITS DESIRES AND THEIR ETERNAL DESTRUCTION, IN WHICH THEY ARE AND FROM WHICH THEY ARE. THEY LOVE THE CREATURES OF THE MATTER WHICH CAME FORTH WITH THEM." "BUT THE IMMORTAL SOULS ARE NOT LIKE THESE, O PETER. BUT INDEED, AS LONG AS THE HOUR IS NOT YET COME, IT (THE IMMORTAL SOUL) SHALL RESEMBLE A MORTAL ONE. BUT IT SHALL NOT REVEAL ITS NATURE, THAT IT ALONE IS THE IMMORTAL ONE, AND THINKS ABOUT IMMORTALITY, HAVING FAITH, AND DESIRING TO RENOUNCE THESE THINGS." "FOR PEOPLE DO NOT GATHER FIGS FROM THORNS OR FROM THORN TREES, IF THEY ARE WISE, NOR GRAPES FROM THISTLES. FOR, ON THE ONE HAND, THAT WHICH IS ALWAYS BECOMING IS IN THAT FROM WHICH IT IS, BEING FROM WHAT IS NOT GOOD, WHICH BECOMES DESTRUCTION FOR IT AND DEATH. BUT THAT WHICH COMES TO BE IN THE ETERNAL ONE IS IN THE ONE, OF THE LIFE AND THE IMMORTALITY OF THE LIFE WHICH THEY RESEMBLE." "THEREFORE, ALL THAT WHICH EXISTS NOT WILL DISSOLVE INTO WHAT EXISTS NOT. FOR DEAF AND BLIND ONES JOIN ONLY WITH THEIR OWN KIND." "BUT OTHERS SHALL CHANGE FROM EVIL WORDS AND MISLEADING MYSTERIES. SOME WHO DO NOT UNDERSTAND MYSTERY SPEAK OF THINGS WHICH THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND, BUT THEY WILL BOAST THAT THE MYSTERY OF THE TRUTH IS THEIRS ALONE. AND IN HAUGHTINESS THEY SHALL GRASP AT PRIDE, TO ENVY THE IMMORTAL SOUL WHICH HAS BECOME A PLEDGE. FOR EVERY AUTHORITY, RULE, AND POWER OF THE AEONS WISHES TO BE WITH THESE IN THE CREATION OF THE WORLD, IN ORDER THAT THOSE WHO ARE NOT, HAVING BEEN FORGOTTEN BY THOSE THAT ARE, MAY PRAISE THEM, THOUGH THEY HAVE NOT BEEN SAVED, NOR HAVE THEY BEEN BROUGHT TO THE WAY BY THEM, ALWAYS WISHING THAT THEY MAY BECOME IMPERISHABLE ONES. FOR IF THE IMMORTAL SOUL RECEIVES POWER IN AN INTELLECTUAL SPIRIT -. BUT IMMEDIATELY THEY JOIN WITH ONE OF THOSE WHO MISLED THEM." "BUT MANY OTHERS, WHO OPPOSE THE TRUTH AND ARE THE MESSENGERS OF ERROR, WILL SET UP THEIR ERROR AND THEIR LAW AGAINST THESE PURE THOUGHTS OF MINE, AS LOOKING OUT FROM ONE (PERSPECTIVE) THINKING THAT GOOD AND EVIL ARE FROM ONE (SOURCE). THEY DO BUSINESS IN MY WORD. AND THEY WILL PROPAGATE HARSH FATE. THE RACE OF IMMORTAL SOULS WILL GO IN IT IN VAIN, UNTIL MY PAROUSIA. FOR THEY SHALL COME OUT OF THEM - AND MY FORGIVENESS OF THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS, INTO WHICH THEY FELL THROUGH THEIR ADVERSARIES, WHOSE RANSOM I GOT FROM THE SLAVERY IN WHICH THEY WERE, TO GIVE THEM FREEDOM THAT THEY MAY CREATE AN IMITATION REMNANT IN THE NAME OF A DEAD MAN, WHO IS HERMAS, OF THE FIRST-BORN OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, IN ORDER THAT THE LIGHT WHICH EXISTS MAY NOT BELIEVED BY THE LITTLE ONES. BUT THOSE OF THIS SORT ARE THE WORKERS WHO WILL BE CAST INTO THE OUTER DARKNESS, AWAY FROM THE SONS OF LIGHT. FOR NEITHER WILL THEY ENTER, NOR DO THEY PERMIT THOSE WHO ARE GOING UP TO THEIR APPROVAL FOR THEIR RELEASE." "AND STILL OTHERS OF THEM WHO SUFFER THINK THAT THEY WILL PERFECT THE WISDOM OF THE BROTHERHOOD WHICH REALLY EXISTS, WHICH IS THE SPIRITUAL FELLOWSHIP OF THOSE UNITED IN COMMUNION, THROUGH WHICH THE WEDDING OF INCORRUPTIBILITY SHALL BE REVEALED. THE KINDRED RACE OF THE SISTERHOOD WILL APPEAR AS AN IMITATION. THESE ARE THE ONES WHO OPPRESS THEIR BROTHERS, SAYING TO THEM, "THROUGH THIS OUR GOD HAS PITY, SINCE SALVATION COMES TO US THROUGH THIS," NOT KNOWING THE PUNISHMENT OF THOSE WHO ARE MADE GLAD BY THOSE WHO HAVE DONE THIS THING TO THE LITTLE ONES WHOM THEY SAW, (AND) WHOM THEY TOOK PRISONER." "AND THERE SHALL BE OTHERS OF THOSE WHO ARE OUTSIDE OUR NUMBER WHO NAME THEMSELVES BISHOP AND ALSO DEACONS, AS IF THEY HAVE RECEIVED THEIR AUTHORITY FROM GOD. THEY BEND THEMSELVES UNDER THE JUDGMENT OF THE LEADERS. THOSE PEOPLE ARE DRY CANALS." BUT I SAID " I AM AFRAID BECAUSE OF WHAT YOU HAVE TOLD ME, THAT INDEED LITTLE (ONES) ARE, IN OUR VIEW, THE COUNTERFEIT ONES, INDEED, THAT THERE ARE MULTITUDES THAT WILL MISLEAD OTHER MULTITUDES OF LIVING ONES, AND DESTROY THEM AMONG THEMSELVES. AND WHEN THEY SPEAK YOUR NAME THEY WILL BE BELIEVED." THE SAVIOR SAID, "FOR A TIME DETERMINED FOR THEM IN PROPORTION TO THEIR ERROR THEY WILL RULE OVER THE LITTLE ONES. AND AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THE ERROR, THE NEVER-AGING ONE OF THE IMMORTAL UNDERSTANDING SHALL BECOME YOUNG, AND THEY (THE LITTLE ONES) SHALL RULE OVER THOSE WHO ARE THEIR RULERS. THE ROOT OF THEIR ERROR HE SHALL PLUCK OUT, AND HE SHALL PUT IT TO SHAME SO THAT IT SHALL BE MANIFEST IN ALL THE IMPUDENCE WHICH IT HAS ASSUMED TO ITSELF. AND SUCH ONES SHALL BECOME UNCHANGEABLE, O PETER." "COME THEREFORE, LET US GO ON WITH THE COMPLETION OF THE WILL OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE FATHER. FOR BEHOLD, THOSE WHO WILL BRING THEM JUDGMENT ARE COMING, AND THEY WILL PUT THEM TO SHAME. BUT ME THEY CANNOT TOUCH. AND YOU, O PETER, SHALL STAND IN THEIR MIDST. DO NOT BE AFRAID BECAUSE OF YOUR COWARDICE. THEIR MINDS SHALL BE CLOSED, FOR THE INVISIBLE ONE HAS OPPOSED THEM." WHEN HE HAD SAID THOSE THINGS, I SAW HIM SEEMINGLY BEING SEIZED BY THEM. AND I SAID "WHAT DO I SEE, O LORD? THAT IT IS YOU YOURSELF WHOM THEY TAKE, AND THAT YOU ARE GRASPING ME? OR WHO IS THIS ONE, GLAD AND LAUGHING ON THE TREE? AND IS IT ANOTHER ONE WHOSE FEET AND HANDS THEY ARE STRIKING?" THE SAVIOR SAID TO ME, "HE WHOM YOU SAW ON THE TREE, GLAD AND LAUGHING, THIS IS THE LIVING JESUS. BUT THIS ONE INTO WHOSE HANDS AND FEET THEY DRIVE THE NAILS IS HIS FLESHLY PART, WHICH IS THE SUBSTITUTE BEING PUT TO SHAME, THE ONE WHO CAME INTO BEING IN HIS LIKENESS. BUT LOOK AT HIM AND ME." BUT I, WHEN I HAD LOOKED, SAID "LORD, NO ONE IS LOOKING AT YOU. LET US FLEE THIS PLACE." BUT HE SAID TO ME, "I HAVE TOLD YOU, 'LEAVE THE BLIND ALONE!'. AND YOU, SEE HOW THEY DO NOT KNOW WHAT THEY ARE SAYING. FOR THE SON OF THEIR GLORY INSTEAD OF MY SERVANT, THEY HAVE PUT TO SHAME." AND I SAW SOMEONE ABOUT TO APPROACH US RESEMBLING HIM, EVEN HIM WHO WAS LAUGHING ON THE TREE. AND HE WAS <FILLED> WITH A HOLY SPIRIT, AND HE IS THE SAVIOR. AND THERE WAS A GREAT, INEFFABLE LIGHT AROUND THEM, AND THE MULTITUDE OF INEFFABLE AND INVISIBLE ANGELS BLESSING THEM. AND WHEN I LOOKED AT HIM, THE ONE WHO GIVES PRAISE WAS REVEALED. AND HE SAID TO ME, "BE STRONG, FOR YOU ARE THE ONE TO WHOM THESE MYSTERIES HAVE BEEN GIVEN, TO KNOW THEM THROUGH REVELATION, THAT HE WHOM THEY CRUCIFIED IS THE FIRST-BORN, AND THE HOME OF DEMONS, AND THE STONY VESSEL IN WHICH THEY DWELL, OF ELOHIM, OF THE CROSS, WHICH IS UNDER THE LAW. BUT HE WHO STANDS NEAR HIM IS THE LIVING SAVIOR, THE FIRST IN HIM, WHOM THEY SEIZED AND RELEASED, WHO STANDS JOYFULLY LOOKING AT THOSE WHO DID HIM VIOLENCE, WHILE THEY ARE DIVIDED AMONG THEMSELVES. THEREFORE, HE LAUGHS AT THEIR LACK OF PERCEPTION, KNOWING THAT THEY ARE BORN BLIND. SO, THEN THE ONE SUSCEPTIBLE TO SUFFERING SHALL COME, SINCE THE BODY IS THE SUBSTITUTE. BUT WHAT THEY RELEASED WAS MY INCORPOREAL BODY. BUT I AM THE INTELLECTUAL SPIRIT FILLED WITH RADIANT LIGHT. HE WHOM YOU SAW COMING TO ME IS OUR INTELLECTUAL PLEROMA, WHICH UNITES THE PERFECT LIGHT WITH MY HOLY SPIRIT." "THESE THINGS, THEN, WHICH YOU SAW YOU SHALL PRESENT TO THOSE OF ANOTHER RACE WHO ARE NOT OF THIS AGE. FOR THERE WILL BE NO HONOR IN ANY MAN WHO IS NOT IMMORTAL, BUT ONLY (IN) THOSE WHO WERE CHOSEN FROM AN IMMORTAL SUBSTANCE, WHICH HAS SHOWN THAT IT IS ABLE TO CONTAIN HIM WHO GIVES HIS ABUNDANCE. THEREFORE, I SAID, 'EVERY ONE WHO HAS, IT WILL BE GIVEN TO HIM, AND HE WILL HAVE PLENTY.' BUT HE WHO DOES NOT HAVE, THAT IS, THE MAN OF THIS PLACE, WHO IS COMPLETELY DEAD, WHO IS REMOVED FROM THE PLANTING OF THE CREATION OF WHAT IS BEGOTTEN, WHOM, IF ONE OF THE, IMMORTAL ESSENCE APPEARS, THEY THINK THAT THEY POSSESS HIM - IT WILL BE TAKEN FROM HIM AND BE ADDED TO THE ONE WHO IS. YOU, THEREFORE, BE COURAGEOUS AND DO NOT FEAR AT ALL. FOR I SHALL BE WITH YOU IN ORDER THAT NONE OF YOUR ENEMIES MAY PREVAIL UNTO YOU. PEACE BE TO YOU, BE STRONG!" WHEN HE (JESUS) HAD SAID THESE THINGS, HE (PETER) CAME TO HIMSELF.  
THE APOCRYPHON OF JAMES
JAMES WRITES TO [...]: PEACE BE WITH YOU FROM PEACE, LOVE FROM LOVE, GRACE FROM GRACE, FAITH FROM FAITH, LIFE FROM HOLY LIFE! SINCE YOU ASKED THAT I SEND YOU A SECRET BOOK WHICH WAS REVEALED TO ME AND PETER BY THE LORD, I COULD NOT TURN YOU AWAY OR GAINSAY (?) YOU; BUT I HAVE WRITTEN IT IN THE HEBREW ALPHABET AND SENT IT TO YOU, AND YOU ALONE. BUT SINCE YOU ARE A MINISTER OF THE SALVATION OF THE SAINTS, ENDEAVOR EARNESTLY AND TAKE CARE NOT TO REHEARSE THIS TEXT TO MANY - THIS THAT THE SAVIOR DID NOT WISH TO TELL TO ALL OF US, HIS TWELVE DISCIPLES. BUT BLESSED WILL THEY BE WHO WILL BE SAVED THROUGH THE FAITH OF THIS DISCOURSE. I ALSO SENT YOU, TEN MONTHS AGO, ANOTHER SECRET BOOK WHICH THE SAVIOR HAD REVEALED TO ME. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, HOWEVER, REGARD THAT ONE AS REVEALED TO ME, JAMES; BUT THIS ONE... [UNTRANSLATABLE FRAGMENTS] ...THE TWELVE DISCIPLES WERE ALL SITTING TOGETHER AND RECALLING WHAT THE SAVIOR HAD SAID TO EACH ONE OF THEM, WHETHER IN SECRET OR OPENLY, AND PUTTING IT IN BOOKS - BUT I WAS WRITING THAT WHICH WAS IN MY BOOK - LO, THE SAVIOR APPEARED, AFTER DEPARTING FROM US WHILE WE GAZED AFTER HIM. AND FIVE HUNDRED AND FIFTY DAYS SINCE HE HAD RISEN FROM THE DEAD, WE SAID TO HIM, "HAVE YOU DEPARTED AND REMOVED YOURSELF FROM US?" BUT JESUS SAID, "NO, BUT I SHALL GO TO THE PLACE FROM WHENCE I CAME. IF YOU WISH TO COME WITH ME, COME!" THEY ALL ANSWERED AND SAID, "IF YOU BID US, WE COME."  HE SAID, "VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, NO ONE WILL EVER ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AT MY BIDDING, BUT (ONLY) BECAUSE YOU YOURSELVES ARE FULL. LEAVE JAMES AND PETER TO ME, THAT I MAY FILL THEM." AND HAVING CALLED THESE TWO, HE DREW THEM ASIDE AND BADE THE REST OCCUPY THEMSELVES WITH THAT WHICH THEY WERE ABOUT. THE SAVIOR SAID, "YOU HAVE RECEIVED MERCY...  (7 LINES MISSING). DO YOU NOT, THEN, DESIRE TO BE FILLED? AND YOUR HEART IS DRUNKEN; DO YOU NOT, THEN, DESIRE TO BE SOBER? THEREFORE, BE ASHAMED! HENCEFORTH, WAKING OR SLEEPING, REMEMBER THAT YOU HAVE SEEN THE SON OF MAN, AND SPOKEN WITH HIM IN PERSON, AND LISTENED TO HIM IN PERSON. WOE TO THOSE WHO HAVE SEEN THE SON OF MAN; BLESSED WILL THEY BE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN THE MAN, AND THEY WHO HAVE NOT CONSORTED WITH HIM, AND THEY WHO HAVE NOT SPOKEN WITH HIM, AND THEY WHO HAVE NOT LISTENED TO ANYTHING FROM HIM; YOURS IS LIFE! KNOW, THEN, THAT HE HEALED YOU WHEN YOU WERE ILL, THAT YOU MIGHT REIGN. WOE TO THOSE WHO HAVE FOUND RELIEF FROM THEIR ILLNESS, FOR THEY WILL RELAPSE INTO ILLNESS. BLESSED ARE THEY WHO HAVE NOT BEEN ILL, AND HAVE KNOWN RELIEF BEFORE FALLING ILL; YOURS IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD. THEREFORE, I SAY TO YOU, 'BECOME FULL, AND LEAVE NO SPACE WITHIN YOU EMPTY, FOR HE WHO IS COMING CAN MOCK YOU." THEN PETER REPLIED, "LO, THREE TIMES YOU HAVE TOLD US, 'BECOME FULL'; BUT WE ARE FULL." THE SAVIOR ANSWERED AND SAID, "FOR THIS CAUSE, I HAVE SAID TO YOU, 'BECOME FULL,' THAT YOU MAY NOT BE IN WANT. THEY WHO ARE IN WANT, HOWEVER, WILL NOT BE SAVED. FOR IT IS GOOD TO BE FULL, AND BAD TO BE IN WANT. HENCE, JUST AS IT IS GOOD THAT YOU BE IN WANT AND, CONVERSELY, BAD THAT YOU BE FULL, SO HE WHO IS FULL IS IN WANT, AND HE WHO IS IN WANT DOES NOT BECOME FULL AS HE WHO IS IN WANT BECOMES FULL, AND HE WHO HAS BEEN FILLED, IN TURN ATTAINS DUE PERFECTION. THEREFORE, YOU MUST BE IN WANT WHILE IT IS POSSIBLE TO FILL YOU, AND BE FULL WHILE IT IS POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO BE IN WANT, SO THAT YOU MAY BE ABLE TO FILL YOURSELVES THE MORE. HENCE, BECOME FULL OF THE SPIRIT, BUT BE IN WANT OF REASON, FOR REASON <BELONGS TO> THE SOUL; IN TURN, IT IS (OF THE NATURE OF) SOUL." BUT I ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM, "LORD, WE CAN OBEY YOU IF YOU WISH, FOR WE HAVE FORSAKEN OUR FATHERS AND OUR MOTHERS AND OUR VILLAGES, AND FOLLOWED YOU. GRANT US, THEREFORE, NOT TO BE TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL, THE EVIL ONE."  THE LORD ANSWERED AND SAID, "WHAT IS YOUR MERIT IF YOU DO THE WILL OF THE FATHER AND IT IS NOT GIVEN TO YOU FROM HIM AS A GIFT WHILE YOU ARE TEMPTED BY SATAN? BUT IF YOU ARE OPPRESSED BY SATAN, AND PERSECUTED, AND YOU DO HIS (I.E., THE FATHER'S) WILL, I SAY THAT HE WILL LOVE YOU, AND MAKE YOU EQUAL WITH ME, AND RECKON YOU TO HAVE BECOME BELOVED THROUGH HIS PROVIDENCE BY YOUR OWN CHOICE. SO, WILL YOU NOT CEASE LOVING THE FLESH AND BEING AFRAID OF SUFFERINGS? OR DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT YOU HAVE YET TO BE ABUSED AND TO BE ACCUSED UNJUSTLY; AND HAVE YET TO BE SHUT UP IN PRISON, AND CONDEMNED UNLAWFULLY, AND CRUCIFIED <WITHOUT> REASON, AND BURIED AS I MYSELF, BY THE EVIL ONE? DO YOU DARE TO SPARE THE FLESH, YOU FOR WHOM THE SPIRIT IS AN ENCIRCLING WALL? IF YOU CONSIDER HOW LONG THE WORLD EXISTED <BEFORE> YOU, AND HOW LONG IT WILL EXIST AFTER YOU, YOU WILL FIND THAT YOUR LIFE IS ONE SINGLE DAY, AND YOUR SUFFERINGS ONE SINGLE HOUR. FOR THE GOOD WILL NOT ENTER INTO THE WORLD. SCORN DEATH, THEREFORE, AND TAKE THOUGHT FOR LIFE! REMEMBER MY CROSS AND MY DEATH, AND YOU WILL LIVE!" BUT I ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIM, "LORD, DO NOT MENTION TO US THE CROSS AND DEATH, FOR THEY ARE FAR FROM YOU."  THE LORD ANSWERED AND SAID, "VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, NONE WILL BE SAVED UNLESS THEY BELIEVE IN MY CROSS. BUT THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN MY CROSS, THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD. THEREFORE, BECOME SEEKERS FOR DEATH, LIKE THE DEAD WHO SEEK FOR LIFE; FOR THAT WHICH THEY SEEK IS REVEALED TO THEM. AND WHAT IS THERE TO TROUBLE THEM? AS FOR YOU, WHEN YOU EXAMINE DEATH, IT WILL TEACH YOU ELECTION. VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, NONE OF THOSE WHO FEAR DEATH WILL BE SAVED; FOR THE KINGDOM BELONGS TO THOSE WHO PUT THEMSELVES TO DEATH. BECOME BETTER THAN I; MAKE YOURSELVES LIKE THE SON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT!" THEN I ASKED HIM, "LORD, HOW SHALL WE BE ABLE TO PROPHESY TO THOSE WHO REQUEST US TO PROPHESY TO THEM? FOR THERE ARE MANY WHO ASK US, AND LOOK TO US TO HEAR AN ORACLE FROM US."  THE LORD ANSWERED AND SAID, "DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT THE HEAD OF PROPHECY WAS CUT OFF WITH JOHN?"  BUT I SAID, "LORD, CAN IT BE POSSIBLE TO REMOVE THE HEAD OF PROPHECY?"  THE LORD SAID TO ME, "WHEN YOU COME TO KNOW WHAT 'HEAD' MEANS, AND THAT PROPHECY ISSUES FROM THE HEAD, (THEN) UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF 'ITS HEAD WAS REMOVED.' AT FIRST, I SPOKE TO YOU IN PARABLES, AND YOU DID NOT UNDERSTAND; NOW I SPEAK TO YOU OPENLY, AND YOU (STILL) DO NOT PERCEIVE. YET, IT WAS YOU WHO SERVED ME AS A PARABLE IN PARABLES, AND AS THAT WHICH IS OPEN IN THE (WORDS) THAT ARE OPEN. "HASTEN TO BE SAVED WITHOUT BEING URGED! INSTEAD, BE EAGER OF YOUR OWN ACCORD, AND, IF POSSIBLE, ARRIVE EVEN BEFORE ME; FOR THUS THE FATHER WILL LOVE YOU." "COME TO HATE HYPOCRISY AND THE EVIL THOUGHT; FOR IT IS THE THOUGHT THAT GIVES BIRTH TO HYPOCRISY; BUT HYPOCRISY IS FAR FROM TRUTH." "DO NOT ALLOW THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN TO WITHER; FOR IT IS LIKE A PALM SHOOT WHOSE FRUIT HAS DROPPED DOWN AROUND IT. THEY (THE FALLEN FRUIT) PUT FORTH LEAVES, AND AFTER THEY HAD SPROUTED, THEY CAUSED THEIR WOMB TO DRY UP. SO, IT IS ALSO WITH THE FRUIT WHICH HAD GROWN FROM THIS SINGLE ROOT; WHEN IT HAD BEEN PICKED (?), FRUIT WAS BORNE BY MANY (?). IT (THE ROOT) WAS CERTAINLY GOOD, (AND) IF IT WERE POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO PRODUCE THE NEW PLANTS NOW, <YOU> WOULD FIND IT." "SINCE I HAVE ALREADY BEEN GLORIFIED IN THIS FASHION, WHY DO YOU HOLD ME BACK IN MY EAGERNESS TO GO? FOR AFTER THE LABOR, YOU HAVE COMPELLED ME TO STAY WITH YOU ANOTHER EIGHTEEN DAYS FOR THE SAKE OF THE PARABLES. IT WAS ENOUGH FOR SOME <TO LISTEN> TO THE TEACHING AND UNDERSTAND 'THE SHEPHERDS' AND 'THE SEED' AND 'THE BUILDING' AND 'THE LAMPS OF THE VIRGINS' AND 'THE WAGE OF THE WORKMEN' AND THE 'DIDRACHMAE' AND 'THE WOMAN.'" "BECOME EARNEST ABOUT THE WORD! FOR AS TO THE WORD, ITS FIRST PART IS FAITH; THE SECOND, LOVE; THE THIRD, WORKS; FOR FROM THESE COMES LIFE. FOR THE WORD IS LIKE A GRAIN OF WHEAT; WHEN SOMEONE HAD SOWN IT, HE HAD FAITH IN IT; AND WHEN IT HAD SPROUTED, HE LOVED IT, BECAUSE HE HAD SEEN MANY GRAINS IN PLACE OF ONE. AND WHEN HE HAD WORKED, HE WAS SAVED, BECAUSE HE HAD PREPARED IT FOR FOOD, (AND) AGAIN HE LEFT (SOME) TO SOW. SO ALSO, CAN YOU YOURSELVES RECEIVE THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; UNLESS YOU RECEIVE THIS THROUGH KNOWLEDGE, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO FIND IT." "THEREFORE, I SAY TO YOU, BE SOBER; DO NOT BE DECEIVED! AND MANY TIMES, HAVE I SAID TO YOU ALL TOGETHER, AND ALSO TO YOU ALONE, JAMES, HAVE I SAID, 'BE SAVED!' AND I HAVE COMMANDED YOU TO FOLLOW ME, AND I HAVE TAUGHT YOU WHAT TO SAY BEFORE THE ARCHONS. OBSERVE THAT I HAVE DESCENDED AND HAVE SPOKEN AND UNDERGONE TRIBULATION, AND CARRIED OFF MY CROWN AFTER SAVING YOU. FOR I CAME DOWN TO DWELL WITH YOU, SO THAT YOU IN TURN MIGHT DWELL WITH ME. AND, FINDING YOUR HOUSES UNCEILED, I HAVE MADE MY ABODE IN THE HOUSES THAT COULD RECEIVE ME AT THE TIME OF MY DESCENT." "THEREFORE, TRUST IN ME, MY BRETHREN; UNDERSTAND WHAT THE GREAT LIGHT IS. THE FATHER HAS NO NEED OF ME, - FOR A FATHER DOES NOT NEED A SON, BUT IT IS THE SON WHO NEEDS THE FATHER - THOUGH I GO TO HIM. FOR THE FATHER OF THE SON HAS NO NEED OF YOU." "HEARKEN TO THE WORD, UNDERSTAND KNOWLEDGE, LOVE LIFE, AND NO ONE WILL PERSECUTE YOU, NOR WILL ANYONE OPPRESS YOU, OTHER THAN YOU YOURSELVES." "O YOU WRETCHES; O YOU UNFORTUNATES; O YOU PRETENDERS TO THE TRUTH; O YOU, FALSIFIERS OF KNOWLEDGE; O YOU SINNERS AGAINST THE SPIRIT: CAN YOU STILL BEAR TO LISTEN, WHEN IT BEHOOVED YOU TO SPEAK FROM THE FIRST? CAN YOU STILL BEAR TO SLEEP, WHEN IT BEHOOVED YOU TO BE AWAKE FROM THE FIRST, SO THAT THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN MIGHT RECEIVE YOU? VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, HAD I BEEN SENT TO THOSE WHO LISTEN TO ME, AND HAD I SPOKEN WITH THEM, I WOULD NEVER HAVE COME DOWN TO EARTH. SO, THEN, BE ASHAMED FOR THESE THINGS." "BEHOLD, I SHALL DEPART FROM YOU AND GO AWAY, AND DO NOT WISH TO REMAIN WITH YOU ANY LONGER, JUST AS YOUR YOURSELVES HAVE NOT WISHED IT. NOW, THEREFORE, FOLLOW ME QUICKLY. THIS IS WHY I SAY UNTO YOU, 'FOR YOUR SAKES I CAME DOWN.' YOU ARE THE BELOVED; YOU ARE THEY WHO WILL BE THE CAUSE OF LIFE IN MANY. INVOKE THE FATHER, IMPLORE GOD OFTEN, AND HE WILL GIVE TO YOU. BLESSED IS HE WHO HAS SEEN YOU WITH HIM WHEN HE WAS PROCLAIMED AMONG THE ANGELS, AND GLORIFIED AMONG THE SAINTS; YOURS IS LIFE. REJOICE, AND BE GLAD, AS SONS OF GOD. KEEP HIS WILL, THAT YOU MAY BE SAVED; ACCEPT REPROOF FROM ME AND SAVE YOURSELVES. I INTERCEDE ON YOUR BEHALF WITH THE FATHER, AND HE WILL FORGIVE YOU MUCH." AND WHEN WE HAD HEARD THESE WORDS, WE BECAME GLAD, FOR WE HAD BEEN GRIEVED AT THE WORDS WE HAVE MENTIONED BEFORE. BUT WHEN HE SAW US REJOICING, HE SAID, "WOE TO YOU WHO LACK AN ADVOCATE! WOE TO YOU WHO STAND IN NEED OF GRACE! BLESSED WILL THEY BE WHO HAVE SPOKEN OUT AND OBTAINED GRACE FOR THEMSELVES. LIKEN YOURSELVES TO FOREIGNERS; OF WHAT SORT ARE THEY IN THE EYES OF YOUR CITY? WHY ARE YOU DISTURBED WHEN YOU CAST YOURSELVES AWAY OF YOUR OWN ACCORD AND SEPARATE YOURSELVES FROM YOUR CITY? WHY DO YOU ABANDON YOUR DWELLING PLACE OF YOUR OWN ACCORD, MAKING IT READY FOR THOSE WHO WANT TO DWELL IN IT? O YOU, OUTCASTS AND FUGITIVES, WOE TO YOU, FOR YOU WILL BE CAUGHT! OR DO YOU PERHAPS THINK THAT THE FATHER IS A LOVER OF MANKIND, OR THAT HE IS WON OVER WITHOUT PRAYERS, OR THAT HE GRANTS REMISSION TO ONE ON ANOTHER'S BEHALF, OR THAT HE BEARS WITH ONE WHO ASKS? - FOR HE KNOWS THE DESIRE, AND ALSO WHAT IT IS THAT THE FLESH NEEDS! - (OR DO YOU THINK) THAT IT IS NOT THIS (FLESH) THAT DESIRES THE SOUL? FOR WITHOUT THE SOUL, THE BODY DOES NOT SIN, JUST AS THE SOUL IS NOT SAVED WITHOUT THE SPIRIT. BUT IF THE SOUL IS SAVED (WHEN IT IS) WITHOUT EVIL, AND THE SPIRIT IS ALSO SAVED, THEN THE BODY BECOMES FREE FROM SIN. FOR IT IS THE SPIRIT THAT RAISES THE SOUL, BUT THE BODY THAT KILLS IT; THAT IS, IT IS IT (THE SOUL) WHICH KILLS ITSELF. VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, HE WILL NOT FORGIVE THE SOUL THE SIN BY ANY MEANS, NOR THE FLESH THE GUILT; FOR NONE OF THOSE WHO HAVE WORN THE FLESH WILL BE SAVED. FOR DO YOU THINK THAT MANY HAVE FOUND THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN? BLESSED IS HE WHO HAS SEEN HIMSELF AS A FOURTH ONE IN HEAVEN!" WHEN WE HEARD THESE WORDS, WE WERE DISTRESSED. BUT WHEN HE SAW THAT WE WERE DISTRESSED, HE SAID, "FOR THIS CAUSE, I TELL YOU THIS, THAT YOU MAY KNOW YOURSELVES. FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE AN EAR OF GRAIN AFTER IT HAD SPROUTED IN A FIELD. AND WHEN IT HAD RIPENED, IT SCATTERED ITS FRUIT AND AGAIN FILLED THE FIELD WITH EARS FOR ANOTHER YEAR. YOU ALSO, HASTEN TO REAP AN EAR OF LIFE FOR YOURSELVES, THAT YOU MAY BE FILLED WITH THE KINGDOM!" "AND AS LONG AS I AM WITH YOU, GIVE HEED TO ME, AND OBEY ME; BUT WHEN I DEPART FROM YOU, REMEMBER ME. AND REMEMBER ME BECAUSE WHEN I WAS WITH YOU, YOU DID NOT KNOW ME. BLESSED WILL THEY BE WHO HAVE KNOWN ME; WOE TO THOSE WHO HAVE HEARD AND HAVE NOT BELIEVED! BLESSED WILL THEY BE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN, YET HAVE BELIEVED!" "AND ONCE MORE I PREVAIL UPON YOU, FOR I AM REVEALED TO YOU BUILDING A HOUSE WHICH IS OF GREAT VALUE TO YOU WHEN YOU FIND SHELTER BENEATH IT, JUST AS IT WILL BE ABLE TO STAND BY YOUR NEIGHBORS' HOUSE WHEN IT THREATENS TO FALL. VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, WOE TO THOSE FOR WHOSE SAKES I WAS SENT DOWN TO THIS PLACE; BLESSED WILL THEY BE WHO ASCEND TO THE FATHER! ONCE MORE I REPROVE YOU, YOU WHO ARE; BECOME LIKE THOSE WHO ARE NOT, THAT YOU MAY BE WITH THOSE WHO ARE NOT." "DO NOT MAKE THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN A DESERT WITHIN YOU. DO NOT BE PROUD BECAUSE OF THE LIGHT THAT ILLUMINES, BUT BE TO YOURSELVES AS I MYSELF AM TO YOU. FOR YOUR SAKES I HAVE PLACED MYSELF UNDER THE CURSE, THAT YOU MAY BE SAVED." BUT PETER REPLIED TO THESE WORDS AND SAID, "SOMETIMES YOU URGE US ON TO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, AND THEN AGAIN YOU TURN US BACK, LORD; SOMETIMES YOU PERSUADE AND DRAW US TO FAITH AND PROMISE US LIFE, AND THEN AGAIN YOU CAST US FORTH FROM THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." BUT THE LORD ANSWERED AND SAID TO US, "I HAVE GIVEN YOU FAITH MANY TIMES; MOREOVER, I HAVE REVEALED MYSELF TO YOU, JAMES, AND YOU (ALL) HAVE NOT KNOWN ME. NOW AGAIN, I SEE YOU REJOICING MANY TIMES; AND WHEN YOU ARE ELATED AT THE PROMISE OF LIFE, ARE YOU YET SAD, AND DO YOU GRIEVE, WHEN YOU ARE INSTRUCTED IN THE KINGDOM? BUT YOU, THROUGH FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE, HAVE RECEIVED LIFE. THEREFORE, DISDAIN THE REJECTION WHEN YOU HEAR IT, BUT WHEN YOU HEAR THE PROMISE, REJOICE THE MORE. VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, HE WHO WILL RECEIVE LIFE AND BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM WILL NEVER LEAVE IT, NOT EVEN IF THE FATHER WISHES TO BANISH HIM." "THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT I SHALL TELL YOU SO FAR; NOW, HOWEVER, I SHALL ASCEND TO THE PLACE FROM WHENCE I CAME. BUT YOU, WHEN I WAS EAGER TO GO, HAVE CAST ME OUT, AND INSTEAD OF ACCOMPANYING ME, YOU HAVE PURSUED ME. BUT PAY HEED TO THE GLORY THAT AWAITS ME, AND, HAVING OPENED YOUR HEART, LISTEN TO THE HYMNS THAT AWAIT ME UP IN THE HEAVENS; FOR TODAY I MUST TAKE (MY PLACE AT) THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER. BUT I HAVE SAID (MY) LAST WORD TO YOU, AND I SHALL DEPART FROM YOU, FOR A CHARIOT OF SPIRIT HAS BORNE ME ALOFT, AND FROM THIS MOMENT ON, I SHALL STRIP MYSELF, THAT I MAY CLOTHE MYSELF. BUT GIVE HEED; BLESSED ARE THEY WHO HAVE PROCLAIMED THE SON BEFORE HIS DESCENT, THAT WHEN I HAVE COME, I MIGHT ASCEND (AGAIN). THRICE BLESSED ARE THEY WHO WERE PROCLAIMED BY THE SON BEFORE THEY CAME TO BE, THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE A PORTION AMONG THEM." HAVING SAID THESE WORDS, HE DEPARTED. BUT WE BENT (OUR) KNEE(S), I AND PETER, AND GAVE THANKS, AND SENT OUR HEART(S) UPWARDS TO HEAVEN. WE HEARD WITH OUR EARS, AND SAW WITH OUR EYES, THE NOISE OF WARS, AND A TRUMPET BLARE, AND A GREAT TURMOIL. AND WHEN WE HAD PASSED BEYOND THAT PLACE, WE SENT OUR MIND(S) FARTHER UPWARDS, AND SAW WITH OUR EYES AND HEARD WITH OUR EARS, HYMNS, AND ANGELIC BENEDICTIONS, AND ANGELIC REJOICING. AND HEAVENLY MAJESTIES WERE SINGING PRAISE, AND WE, TOO, REJOICED. AFTER THIS AGAIN, WE WISHED TO SEND OUR SPIRIT UPWARD TO THE MAJESTY, AND AFTER ASCENDING, WE WERE NOT PERMITTED TO SEE OR HEAR ANYTHING, FOR THE OTHER DISCIPLES CALLED US AND ASKED US, "WHAT DID YOU HEAR FROM THE MASTER. AND WHAT HAS HE SAID TO YOU? AND WHERE DID HE GO?" BUT WE ANSWERED THEM, "HE HAS ASCENDED, AND HAS GIVEN US A PLEDGE, AND PROMISED LIFE TO US ALL, AND REVEALED TO US CHILDREN (?) WHO ARE TO COME AFTER US, AFTER BIDDING US LOVE THEM, AS WE WOULD BE SAVED FOR THEIR SAKES." AND WHEN THEY HEARD (THIS), THEY INDEED BELIEVED THE REVELATION, BUT WERE DISPLEASED ABOUT THOSE TO BE BORN. AND SO, NOT WISHING TO GIVE THEM OFFENSE, I SENT EACH ONE TO ANOTHER PLACE. BUT I MYSELF WENT UP TO JERUSALEM, PRAYING THAT I MIGHT OBTAIN A PORTION AMONG THE BELOVED, WHO WILL BE MADE MANIFEST. AND I PRAY THAT THE BEGINNING MAY COME FROM YOU, FOR THUS I SHALL BE CAPABLE OF SALVATION, SINCE THEY WILL BE ENLIGHTENED THROUGH ME, BY MY FAITH - AND THROUGH ANOTHER (FAITH) THAT IS BETTER THAN MINE, FOR I WOULD THAT MINE BE THE LESSER. ENDEAVOR EARNESTLY, THEN, TO MAKE YOURSELF LIKE THEM, AND PRAY THAT YOU MAY OBTAIN A PORTION WITH THEM. FOR BECAUSE OF WHAT I HAVE SAID, THE SAVIOR DID NOT MAKE THE REVELATION TO US FOR THEIR SAKES. WE DO, INDEED, PROCLAIM A PORTION WITH THOSE FOR WHOM THE PROCLAMATION WAS MADE - THOSE WHOM THE LORD HAS MADE HIS SONS.   
THE APOCRYPHON OF JOHN (THE SECRET BOOK OF JOHN - THE SECRET REVELATION OF JOHN)
THE APOCRYPHON OF JOHN IS COMMONLY REFERENCED BY TWO OTHER NAMES: THE SECRET BOOK OF JOHN AND THE SECRET REVELATION OF JOHN, DEPENDING UPON HOW THE WORD "APOCRYPHON" IS TRANSLATED. THERE ARE FOUR SURVIVING COPTIC MANUSCRIPTS OF THIS TEXT: TWO SHORTER VERSION FOUND IN THE BERLIN CODEX; AND NAG HAMMADI CODEX III, AND TWO LONGER VERSION, FOUND IN NAG HAMMADI CODEX II AND IV. THIS TRANSLATION IN ENGLISH USES ALL FOUR MANUSCRIPTS TO PRODUCE A SINGLE TEXT. SEPARATE TRANSLATIONS OF THE SHORT AND LONG VERSION, ALONG WITH EXTENSIVE ADDITIONAL RESOURCES, ARE AVAILABLE IN THE APOCRYPHON OF JOHN COLLECTION OF THE GNOSTIC SOCIETY LIBRARY. 
 THE TEACHING OF THE SAVIOR, AND THE REVELATION OF THE MYSTERIES AND THE THINGS HIDDEN IN SILENCE, EVEN THESE THINGS WHICH HE TAUGHT JOHN, HIS DISCIPLE. AND IT HAPPENED ONE DAY, WHEN JOHN, THE BROTHER OF JAMES - WHO ARE THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE - HAD COME UP TO THE TEMPLE, THAT A PHARISEE NAMED ARIMANIUS APPROACHED HIM AND SAID TO HIM, "WHERE IS YOUR MASTER WHOM YOU FOLLOWED?" AND HE SAID TO HIM, "HE HAS GONE TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE CAME." THE PHARISEE SAID TO HIM, "WITH DECEPTION DID THIS NAZARENE DECEIVE YOU (PL.), AND HE FILLED YOUR EARS WITH LIES, AND CLOSED YOUR HEARTS (AND) TURNED YOU FROM THE TRADITIONS OF YOUR FATHERS." WHEN I, JOHN, HEARD THESE THINGS I TURNED AWAY FROM THE TEMPLE TO A DESERT PLACE. AND I GRIEVED GREATLY IN MY HEART, SAYING, "HOW THEN WAS THE SAVIOR APPOINTED, AND WHY WAS HE SENT INTO THE WORLD BY HIS FATHER, AND WHO IS HIS FATHER WHO SENT HIM, AND OF WHAT SORT IS THAT AEON TO WHICH WE SHALL GO? FOR WHAT DID HE MEAN WHEN HE SAID TO US, 'THIS AEON TO WHICH YOU WILL GO IS OF THE TYPE OF THE IMPERISHABLE AEON, BUT HE DID NOT TEACH US CONCERNING THE LATTER, OF WHAT SORT IT IS." STRAIGHTWAY, WHILE I WAS CONTEMPLATING THESE THINGS, BEHOLD, THE HEAVENS OPENED AND THE WHOLE CREATION WHICH IS BELOW HEAVEN SHONE, AND THE WORLD WAS SHAKEN. I WAS AFRAID, AND BEHOLD I SAW IN THE LIGHT A YOUTH WHO STOOD BY ME. WHILE I LOOKED AT HIM, HE BECAME LIKE AN OLD MAN. AND HE CHANGED HIS LIKENESS (AGAIN), BECOMING LIKE A SERVANT. THERE WAS NOT A PLURALITY BEFORE ME, BUT THERE WAS A LIKENESS WITH MULTIPLE FORMS IN THE LIGHT, AND THE LIKENESSES APPEARED THROUGH EACH OTHER, AND THE LIKENESS HAD THREE FORMS. HE SAID TO ME, "JOHN, JOHN, WHY DO YOU DOUBT, OR WHY ARE YOU AFRAID? YOU ARE NOT UNFAMILIAR WITH THIS IMAGE, ARE YOU? - THAT IS, DO NOT BE TIMID! - I AM THE ONE WHO IS WITH YOU (PL.) ALWAYS. I AM THE FATHER, I AM THE MOTHER, I AM THE SON. I AM THE UNDEFILED AND INCORRUPTIBLE ONE. NOW I HAVE COME TO TEACH YOU WHAT IS AND WHAT WAS AND WHAT WILL COME TO PASS, THAT YOU MAY KNOW THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT REVEALED AND THOSE WHICH ARE REVEALED, AND TO TEACH YOU CONCERNING THE UNWAVERING RACE OF THE PERFECT MAN. NOW, THEREFORE, LIFT UP YOUR FACE, THAT YOU MAY RECEIVE THE THINGS THAT I SHALL TEACH YOU TODAY, AND MAY TELL THEM TO YOUR FELLOW SPIRITS WHO ARE FROM THE UNWAVERING RACE OF THE PERFECT MAN." AND I ASKED TO KNOW IT, AND HE SAID TO ME, "THE MONAD IS A MONARCHY WITH NOTHING ABOVE IT. IT IS HE WHO EXISTS AS GOD AND FATHER OF EVERYTHING, THE INVISIBLE ONE WHO IS ABOVE EVERYTHING, WHO EXISTS AS INCORRUPTION, WHICH IS IN THE PURE LIGHT INTO WHICH NO EYE CAN LOOK. "HE IS THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT, OF WHOM IT IS NOT RIGHT TO THINK OF HIM AS A GOD, OR SOMETHING SIMILAR. FOR HE IS MORE THAN A GOD, SINCE THERE IS NOTHING ABOVE HIM, FOR NO ONE LORDS IT OVER HIM. FOR HE DOES NOT EXIST IN SOMETHING INFERIOR TO HIM, SINCE EVERYTHING EXISTS IN HIM. FOR IT IS HE WHO ESTABLISHES HIMSELF. HE IS ETERNAL, SINCE HE DOES NOT NEED ANYTHING. FOR HE IS TOTAL PERFECTION. HE DID NOT LACK ANYTHING, THAT HE MIGHT BE COMPLETED BY IT; RATHER HE IS ALWAYS COMPLETELY PERFECT IN LIGHT. HE IS ILLIMITABLE, SINCE THERE IS NO ONE PRIOR TO HIM TO SET LIMITS TO HIM. HE IS UNSEARCHABLE, SINCE THERE EXISTS NO ONE PRIOR TO HIM TO EXAMINE HIM. HE IS IMMEASURABLE, SINCE THERE WAS NO ONE PRIOR TO HIM TO MEASURE HIM. HE IS INVISIBLE, SINCE NO ONE SAW HIM. HE IS ETERNAL, SINCE HE EXISTS ETERNALLY. HE IS INEFFABLE, SINCE NO ONE WAS ABLE TO COMPREHEND HIM TO SPEAK ABOUT HIM. HE IS UNNAMEABLE, SINCE THERE IS NO ONE PRIOR TO HIM TO GIVE HIM A NAME. "HE IS IMMEASURABLE LIGHT, WHICH IS PURE, HOLY (AND) IMMACULATE. HE IS INEFFABLE, BEING PERFECT IN INCORRUPTIBILITY. (HE IS) NOT IN PERFECTION, NOR IN BLESSEDNESS, NOR IN DIVINITY, BUT HE IS FAR SUPERIOR. HE IS NOT CORPOREAL NOR IS HE INCORPOREAL. HE IS NEITHER LARGE NOR IS HE SMALL. THERE IS NO WAY TO SAY, 'WHAT IS HIS QUANTITY?' OR, 'WHAT IS HIS QUALITY?', FOR NO ONE CAN KNOW HIM. HE IS NOT SOMEONE AMONG (OTHER) BEINGS, RATHER HE IS FAR SUPERIOR. NOT THAT HE IS (SIMPLY) SUPERIOR, BUT HIS ESSENCE DOES NOT PARTAKE IN THE AEONS NOR IN TIME. FOR HE WHO PARTAKES IN AN AEON WAS PREPARED BEFOREHAND. TIME WAS NOT APPORTIONED TO HIM, SINCE HE DOES NOT RECEIVE ANYTHING FROM ANOTHER, FOR IT WOULD BE RECEIVED ON LOAN. FOR HE WHO PRECEDES SOMEONE DOES NOT LACK, THAT HE MAY RECEIVE FROM HIM. FOR RATHER, IT IS THE LATTER THAT LOOKS EXPECTANTLY AT HIM IN HIS LIGHT. "FOR THE PERFECTION IS MAJESTIC. HE IS PURE, IMMEASURABLE MIND. HE IS AN AEON-GIVING AEON. HE IS LIFE-GIVING LIFE. HE IS A BLESSEDNESS-GIVING BLESSED ONE. HE IS KNOWLEDGEGIVING KNOWLEDGE. HE IS GOODNESS-GIVING GOODNESS. HE IS MERCY AND REDEMPTION-GIVING MERCY. HE IS GRACE-GIVING GRACE, NOT BECAUSE HE POSSESSES IT, BUT BECAUSE HE GIVES THE IMMEASURABLE, INCOMPREHENSIBLE LIGHT. "HOW AM I TO SPEAK WITH YOU ABOUT HIM? HIS AEON IS INDESTRUCTIBLE, AT REST AND EXISTING IN SILENCE, REPOSING (AND) BEING PRIOR TO EVERYTHING. FOR HE IS THE HEAD OF ALL THE AEONS, AND IT IS HE WHO GIVES THEM STRENGTH IN HIS GOODNESS. FOR WE KNOW NOT THE INEFFABLE THINGS, AND WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT IS IMMEASURABLE, EXCEPT FOR HIM WHO CAME FORTH FROM HIM, NAMELY (FROM) THE FATHER. FOR IT IS HE WHO TOLD IT TO US ALONE. FOR IT IS HE WHO LOOKS AT HIMSELF IN HIS LIGHT WHICH SURROUNDS HIM, NAMELY THE SPRING OF THE WATER OF LIFE. AND IT IS HE WHO GIVES TO ALL THE AEONS AND IN EVERY WAY, (AND) WHO GAZES UPON HIS IMAGE WHICH HE SEES IN THE SPRING OF THE SPIRIT. IT IS HE WHO PUTS HIS DESIRE IN HIS WATER-LIGHT WHICH IS IN THE SPRING OF THE PURE LIGHT-WATER WHICH SURROUNDS HIM. "AND HIS THOUGHT PERFORMED A DEED AND SHE CAME FORTH, NAMELY SHE WHO HAD APPEARED BEFORE HIM IN THE SHINE OF HIS LIGHT. THIS IS THE FIRST POWER WHICH WAS BEFORE ALL OF THEM (AND) WHICH CAME FORTH FROM HIS MIND, SHE IS THE FORETHOUGHT OF THE ALL - HER LIGHT SHINES LIKE HIS LIGHT - THE PERFECT POWER WHICH IS THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE, VIRGINAL SPIRIT WHO IS PERFECT. THE FIRST POWER, THE GLORY OF BARBELO, THE PERFECT GLORY IN THE AEONS, THE GLORY OF THE REVELATION, SHE GLORIFIED THE VIRGINAL SPIRIT AND IT WAS SHE WHO PRAISED HIM, BECAUSE THANKS TO HIM SHE HAD COME FORTH. THIS IS THE FIRST THOUGHT, HIS IMAGE; SHE BECAME THE WOMB OF EVERYTHING, FOR IT IS SHE WHO IS PRIOR TO THEM ALL, THE MOTHER-FATHER, THE FIRST MAN, THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE THRICE-MALE, THE THRICE-POWERFUL, THE THRICE-NAMED ANDROGYNOUS ONE, AND THE ETERNAL AEON AMONG THE INVISIBLE ONES, AND THE FIRST TO COME FORTH. "<SHE> REQUESTED FROM THE INVISIBLE, VIRGINAL SPIRIT - THAT IS BARBELO - TO GIVE HER FOREKNOWLEDGE. AND THE SPIRIT CONSENTED. AND WHEN HE HAD CONSENTED, THE FOREKNOWLEDGE CAME FORTH, AND IT STOOD BY THE FORETHOUGHT; IT ORIGINATES FROM THE THOUGHT OF THE INVISIBLE, VIRGINAL SPIRIT. IT GLORIFIED HIM AND HIS PERFECT POWER, BARBELO, FOR IT WAS FOR HER SAKE THAT IT HAD COME INTO BEING. "AND SHE REQUESTED AGAIN TO GRANT HER INDESTRUCTIBILITY, AND HE CONSENTED. WHEN HE HAD CONSENTED, INDESTRUCTIBILITY CAME FORTH, AND IT STOOD BY THE THOUGHT AND THE FOREKNOWLEDGE. IT GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE ONE AND BARBELO, THE ONE FOR WHOSE SAKE THEY HAD COME INTO BEING. "AND BARBELO REQUESTED TO GRANT HER ETERNAL LIFE. AND THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT CONSENTED. AND WHEN HE HAD CONSENTED, ETERNAL LIFE CAME FORTH, AND THEY ATTENDED AND GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND BARBELO, THE ONE FOR WHOSE SAKE THEY HAD COME INTO BEING. "AND SHE REQUESTED AGAIN TO GRANT HER TRUTH. AND THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT CONSENTED. AND WHEN HE HAD CONSENTED, TRUTH CAME FORTH, AND THEY ATTENDED AND GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE, EXCELLENT SPIRIT AND HIS BARBELO, THE ONE FOR WHOSE SAKE THEY HAD COME INTO BEING. "THIS IS THE PENTAD OF THE AEONS OF THE FATHER, WHICH IS THE FIRST MAN, THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT; IT IS THE FORETHOUGHT, WHICH BARBELO, AND THE THOUGHT, AND THE FOREKNOWLEDGE, AND THE INDESTRUCTIBILITY, AND THE ETERNAL LIFE, AND THE TRUTH. THIS IS THE ANDROGYNOUS PENTAD OF THE AEONS, WHICH IS THE DECAD OF THE AEONS, WHICH IS THE FATHER. "AND HE LOOKED AT BARBELO WITH THE PURE LIGHT WHICH SURROUNDS THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT, AND (WITH) HIS SPARK, AND SHE CONCEIVED FROM HIM. HE BEGOT A SPARK OF LIGHT WITH A LIGHT RESEMBLING BLESSEDNESS. BUT IT DOES NOT EQUAL HIS GREATNESS. THIS WAS AN ONLY-BEGOTTEN CHILD OF THE MOTHER-FATHER WHICH HAD COME FORTH; IT IS THE ONLY OFFSPRING, THE ONLYBEGOTTEN ONE OF THE FATHER, THE PURE LIGHT. "AND THE INVISIBLE, VIRGINAL SPIRIT REJOICED OVER THE LIGHT WHICH CAME FORTH, THAT WHICH WAS BROUGHT FORTH FIRST BY THE FIRST POWER OF HIS FORETHOUGHT, WHICH IS BARBELO. AND HE ANOINTED IT WITH HIS GOODNESS UNTIL IT BECAME PERFECT, NOT LACKING IN ANY GOODNESS, BECAUSE HE HAD ANOINTED IT WITH THE GOODNESS OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. AND IT ATTENDED HIM AS HE POURED UPON IT. AND IMMEDIATELY WHEN IT HAD RECEIVED FROM THE SPIRIT, IT GLORIFIED THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE PERFECT FORETHOUGHT, FOR WHOSE SAKE IT HAD COME FORTH. "AND IT REQUESTED TO GIVE IT A FELLOW WORKER, WHICH IS THE MIND, AND HE CONSENTED GLADLY. AND WHEN THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT HAD CONSENTED, THE MIND CAME FORTH, AND IT ATTENDED CHRIST, GLORIFYING HIM AND BARBELO. AND ALL THESE CAME INTO BEING IN SILENCE. "AND THE MIND WANTED TO PERFORM A DEED THROUGH THE WORD OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. AND HIS WILL BECAME A DEED AND IT APPEARED WITH THE MIND; AND THE LIGHT GLORIFIED IT. AND THE WORD FOLLOWED THE WILL. FOR BECAUSE OF THE WORD, CHRIST THE DIVINE AUTOGENES CREATED EVERYTHING. AND THE ETERNAL LIFE <AND> HIS WILL AND THE MIND AND THE FOREKNOWLEDGE ATTENDED AND GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND BARBELO, FOR WHOSE SAKE THEY HAD COME INTO BEING. "AND THE HOLY SPIRIT COMPLETED THE DIVINE AUTOGENES, HIS SON, TOGETHER WITH BARBELO, THAT HE MAY ATTEND THE MIGHTY AND INVISIBLE, VIRGINAL SPIRIT AS THE DIVINE AUTOGENES, THE CHRIST WHOM HE HAD HONORED WITH A MIGHTY VOICE. HE CAME FORTH THROUGH THE FORETHOUGHT. AND THE INVISIBLE, VIRGINAL SPIRIT PLACED THE DIVINE AUTOGENES OF TRUTH OVER EVERYTHING. AND HE SUBJECTED TO HIM EVERY AUTHORITY, AND THE TRUTH WHICH IS IN HIM, THAT HE MAY KNOW THE ALL WHICH HAD BEEN CALLED WITH A NAME EXALTED ABOVE EVERY NAME. FOR THAT NAME WILL BE MENTIONED TO THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY OF IT. "FOR FROM THE LIGHT, WHICH IS THE CHRIST, AND THE INDESTRUCTIBILITY, THROUGH THE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT THE FOUR LIGHTS (APPEARED) FROM THE DIVINE AUTOGENES. HE EXPECTED THAT THEY MIGHT ATTEND HIM. AND THE THREE (ARE) WILL, THOUGHT, AND LIFE. AND THE FOUR POWERS (ARE) UNDERSTANDING, GRACE, PERCEPTION, AND PRUDENCE. AND GRACE BELONGS TO THE LIGHT-AEON ARMOZEL, WHICH IS THE FIRST ANGEL. AND THERE ARE THREE OTHER AEONS WITH THIS AEON: GRACE, TRUTH, AND FORM. AND THE SECOND LIGHT (IS) ORIEL, WHO HAS BEEN PLACED OVER THE SECOND AEON. AND THERE ARE THREE OTHER AEONS WITH HIM: CONCEPTION, PERCEPTION, AND MEMORY. AND THE THIRD LIGHT IS DAVEITHAI, WHO HAS BEEN PLACED OVER THE THIRD AEON. AND THERE ARE THREE OTHER AEONS WITH HIM: UNDERSTANDING, LOVE, AND IDEA. AND THE FOURTH AEON WAS PLACED OVER THE FOURTH LIGHT ELELETH. AND THERE ARE THREE OTHER AEONS WITH HIM: PERFECTION, PEACE, AND WISDOM. THESE ARE THE FOUR LIGHTS WHICH ATTEND THE DIVINE AUTOGENES, (AND) THESE ARE THE TWELVE AEONS WHICH ATTEND THE SON OF THE MIGHTY ONE, THE AUTOGENES, THE CHRIST, THROUGH THE WILL AND THE GIFT OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. AND THE TWELVE AEONS BELONG TO THE SON OF THE AUTOGENES. AND ALL THINGS WERE ESTABLISHED BY THE WILL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH THE AUTOGENES. "AND FROM THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THE PERFECT MIND, THROUGH THE REVELATION OF THE WILL OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND THE WILL OF THE AUTOGENES, <THE> PERFECT MAN (APPEARED), THE FIRST REVELATION, AND THE TRUTH. IT IS HE WHOM THE VIRGINAL SPIRIT CALLED PIGERA-ADAMAS, AND HE PLACED HIM OVER THE FIRST AEON WITH THE MIGHTY ONE, THE AUTOGENES, THE CHRIST, BY THE FIRST LIGHT ARMOZEL; AND WITH HIM ARE HIS POWERS. AND THE INVISIBLE ONE GAVE HIM A SPIRITUAL, INVINCIBLE POWER. AND HE SPOKE AND GLORIFIED AND PRAISED THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT, SAYING, 'IT IS FOR THY SAKE THAT EVERYTHING HAS COME INTO BEING AND EVERYTHING WILL RETURN TO THEE. I SHALL PRAISE AND GLORIFY THEE AND THE AUTOGENES AND THE AEONS, THE THREE: THE FATHER, THE MOTHER, AND THE SON, THE PERFECT POWER.' "AND HE PLACED HIS SON SETH OVER THE SECOND AEON IN THE PRESENCE OF THE SECOND LIGHT ORIEL. AND IN THE THIRD AEON THE SEED OF SETH WAS PLACED OVER THE THIRD LIGHT DAVEITHAI. AND THE SOULS OF THE SAINTS WERE PLACED (THERE). AND IN THE FOURTH AEON THE SOULS WERE PLACED OF THOSE WHO DO NOT KNOW THE PLEROMA AND WHO DID NOT REPENT AT ONCE, BUT WHO PERSISTED FOR A WHILE AND REPENTED AFTERWARDS; THEY ARE BY THE FOURTH LIGHT ELELETH. THESE ARE CREATURES WHICH GLORIFY THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. "AND THE SOPHIA OF THE EPINOIA, BEING AN AEON, CONCEIVED A THOUGHT FROM HERSELF AND THE CONCEPTION OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND FOREKNOWLEDGE. SHE WANTED TO BRING FORTH A LIKENESS OUT OF HERSELF WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE SPIRIT, - HE HAD NOT APPROVED - AND WITHOUT HER CONSORT, AND WITHOUT HIS CONSIDERATION. AND THOUGH THE PERSON OF HER MALENESS HAD NOT APPROVED, AND SHE HAD NOT FOUND HER AGREEMENT, AND SHE HAD THOUGHT WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE SPIRIT AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF HER AGREEMENT, (YET) SHE BROUGHT FORTH. AND BECAUSE OF THE INVINCIBLE POWER WHICH IS IN HER, HER THOUGHT DID NOT REMAIN IDLE, AND SOMETHING CAME OUT OF HER WHICH WAS IMPERFECT AND DIFFERENT FROM HER APPEARANCE, BECAUSE SHE HAD CREATED IT WITHOUT HER CONSORT. AND IT WAS DISSIMILAR TO THE LIKENESS OF ITS MOTHER, FOR IT HAS ANOTHER FORM. "AND WHEN SHE SAW (THE CONSEQUENCES OF) HER DESIRE, IT CHANGED INTO A FORM OF A LIONFACED SERPENT. AND ITS EYES WERE LIKE LIGHTNING FIRES WHICH FLASH. SHE CAST IT AWAY FROM HER, OUTSIDE THAT PLACE, THAT NO ONE OF THE IMMORTAL ONES MIGHT SEE IT, FOR SHE HAD CREATED IT IN IGNORANCE. AND SHE SURROUNDED IT WITH A LUMINOUS CLOUD, AND SHE PLACED A THRONE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE CLOUD THAT NO ONE MIGHT SEE IT EXCEPT THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO IS CALLED THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING. AND SHE CALLED HIS NAME YALTABAOTH. "THIS IS THE FIRST ARCHON WHO TOOK A GREAT POWER FROM HIS MOTHER. AND HE REMOVED HIMSELF FROM HER AND MOVED AWAY FROM THE PLACES IN WHICH HE WAS BORN. HE BECAME STRONG AND CREATED FOR HIMSELF OTHER AEONS WITH A FLAME OF LUMINOUS FIRE WHICH (STILL) EXISTS NOW. AND HE JOINED WITH HIS ARROGANCE WHICH IS IN HIM AND BEGOT AUTHORITIES FOR HIMSELF. THE NAME OF THE FIRST ONE IS ATHOTH, WHOM THE GENERATIONS CALL THE REAPER. THE SECOND ONE IS HARMAS, WHO IS THE EYE OF ENVY. THE THIRD ONE IS KALILA-OUMBRI. THE FOURTH ONE IS YABEL. THE FIFTH ONE IS ADONAIOU, WHO IS CALLED SABAOTH. THE SIXTH ONE IS CAIN, WHOM THE GENERATIONS OF MEN CALL THE SUN. THE SEVENTH IS ABEL. THE EIGHTH IS ABRISENE. THE NINTH IS YOBEL. THE TENTH IS ARMOUPIEEL. THE ELEVENTH IS MELCEIR-ADONEIN. THE TWELFTH IS BELIAS [LUCIFER KNOWN AS SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL & VICTORIA KNOWN AS BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] WHO RULES OVER THE VERY DEPTH OF HADES [HELL] [TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH WAS CREATED BY LUCIFER & VICTORIA IN JAMES 1:13-15 AND THE LORD NEVER DID CREATE TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH [ALL MURDERS IS ALWAYS WITH EVIL INTENT & NEVER ACCIDENTAL, DONE BY AS EVIL CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] & NEVER DONE BY THE LORD OR HIS SUPREME COMMAND AS GOOD CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] OR ALL KILLINGS CAN BE WITH INTENT DONE BY THE LORD OR HIS SUPREME COMMAND AS GOOD CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] WITH GOOD INTENT OR ALL ACCIDENTAL HOMICIDES & THE LORD DAMNS THOSE APPOINTED AUTHORITIES WHO FALSELY ACCUSES & FALSELY CONVICTS MURDERS AS KILLERS & KILLERS AS MURDERS & ANY SEXUAL WORLDLY AUTHORITY, ANY SEXUAL LAW AUTHORITY, ANY SEXUAL MILITARY AUTHORITY & ANY SEXUAL GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY THAT ABSOLUTELY NEVER ETERNALLY ENFORCES THE SEXLESS LORD’S 10 SEXLESS COMMANDMENTS & ALL OTHER SEXLESS COMMANDMENTS, DOES IN FACT SEXUALLY RULE IN SEXUAL ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23] & SHALL BE SUPREMELY IMPARTIALLY JUDGED ACCORDINGLY & INFALLIBLY & INERRANTLY DEALT WITH THE ETERNAL KILLING & THE ETERNAL DAMNATION BY THE LORD, ORIGINALLY, BUT TAKES SOVEREIGN CONTROL OF TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH IN HEBREWS 2:14-18], IT IS HE WHO IS OVER THE DEPTH OF HADES [HELL]. AND HE PLACED SEVEN KINGS - EACH CORRESPONDING TO THE FIRMAMENTS OF HEAVEN - OVER THE SEVEN HEAVENS, AND FIVE OVER THE DEPTH OF THE ABYSS, THAT THEY MAY REIGN. AND HE SHARED HIS FIRE WITH THEM, BUT HE DID NOT SEND FORTH FROM THE POWER OF THE LIGHT WHICH HE HAD TAKEN FROM HIS MOTHER, FOR HE IS IGNORANT DARKNESS. "AND WHEN THE LIGHT HAD MIXED WITH THE DARKNESS, IT CAUSED THE DARKNESS TO SHINE. AND WHEN THE DARKNESS HAD MIXED WITH THE LIGHT, IT DARKENED THE LIGHT AND IT BECAME NEITHER LIGHT NOR DARK, BUT IT BECAME DIM. "NOW THE ARCHON WHO IS WEAK HAS THREE NAMES. THE FIRST NAME IS YALTABAOTH, THE SECOND IS SAKLAS, AND THE THIRD IS SAMAEL. AND HE IS IMPIOUS IN HIS ARROGANCE WHICH IS IN HIM. FOR HE SAID, 'I AM GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BESIDE ME,' FOR HE IS IGNORANT OF HIS STRENGTH, THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE HAD COME. "AND THE ARCHONS CREATED SEVEN POWERS FOR THEMSELVES, AND THE POWERS CREATED FOR THEMSELVES SIX ANGELS FOR EACH ONE UNTIL THEY BECAME 365 ANGELS. AND THESE ARE THE BODIES BELONGING WITH THE NAMES: THE FIRST IS ATHOTH, A HE HAS A SHEEP'S FACE; THE SECOND IS ELOAIOU, HE HAS A DONKEY'S FACE; THE THIRD IS ASTAPHAIOS, HE HAS A HYENA'S FACE; THE FOURTH IS YAO, HE HAS A SERPENT'S FACE WITH SEVEN HEADS; THE FIFTH IS SABAOTH, HE HAS A DRAGON'S FACE; THE SIXTH IS ADONIN, HE HAD A MONKEY'S FACE; THE SEVENTH IS SABBEDE, HE HAS A SHINING FIRE-FACE. THIS IS THE SEVENNESS OF THE WEEK. "BUT YALTABAOTH HAD A MULTITUDE OF FACES, MORE THAN ALL OF THEM, SO THAT HE COULD PUT A FACE BEFORE ALL OF THEM, ACCORDING TO HIS DESIRE, WHEN HE IS IN THE MIDST OF SERAPHS. HE SHARED HIS FIRE WITH THEM; THEREFORE, HE BECAME LORD OVER THEM. BECAUSE OF THE POWER OF THE GLORY HE POSSESSED OF HIS MOTHER'S LIGHT, HE CALLED HIMSELF GOD. AND HE DID NOT OBEY THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE CAME. AND HE UNITED THE SEVEN POWERS IN HIS THOUGHT WITH THE AUTHORITIES WHICH WERE WITH HIM. AND WHEN HE SPOKE IT HAPPENED. AND HE NAMED EACH POWER BEGINNING WITH THE HIGHEST: THE FIRST IS GOODNESS WITH THE FIRST (AUTHORITY), ATHOTH; THE SECOND IS FOREKNOWLEDGE WITH THE SECOND ONE, ELOAIO; AND THE THIRD IS DIVINITY WITH THE THIRD ONE, ASTRAPHAIO); THE FOURTH IS LORDSHIP WITH THE FOURTH ONE, YAO; THE FIFTH IS KINGDOM WITH THE FIFTH ONE, SABAOTH; THE SIXTH IS ENVY WITH THE SIXTH ONE, ADONEIN; THE SEVENTH IS UNDERSTANDING WITH THE SEVENTH ONE, SABBATEON. AND THESE HAVE A FIRMAMENT CORRESPONDING TO EACH AEON-HEAVEN. THEY WERE GIVEN NAMES ACCORDING TO THE GLORY WHICH BELONGS TO HEAVEN FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE POWERS. AND IN THE NAMES WHICH WERE GIVEN TO THEM BY THEIR ORIGINATOR THERE WAS POWER. BUT THE NAMES WHICH WERE GIVEN THEM ACCORDING TO THE GLORY WHICH BELONGS TO HEAVEN MEAN FOR THEM DESTRUCTION AND POWERLESSNESS. THUS, THEY HAVE TWO NAMES. "AND HAVING CREATED [...] EVERYTHING, HE ORGANIZED ACCORDING TO THE MODEL OF THE FIRST AEONS WHICH HAD COME INTO BEING, SO THAT HE MIGHT CREATE THEM LIKE THE INDESTRUCTIBLE ONES. NOT BECAUSE HE HAD SEEN THE INDESTRUCTIBLE ONES, BUT THE POWER IN HIM, WHICH HE HAD TAKEN FROM HIS MOTHER, PRODUCED IN HIM THE LIKENESS OF THE COSMOS. AND WHEN HE SAW THE CREATION WHICH SURROUNDS HIM, AND THE MULTITUDE OF THE ANGELS AROUND HIM WHICH HAD COME FORTH FROM HIM, HE SAID TO THEM, 'I AM A JEALOUS GOD, AND THERE IS NO OTHER GOD BESIDE ME.' BUT BY ANNOUNCING THIS HE INDICATED TO THE ANGELS WHO ATTENDED HIM THAT THERE EXISTS ANOTHER GOD. FOR IF THERE WERE NO OTHER ONE, OF WHOM WOULD HE BE JEALOUS? "THEN THE MOTHER BEGAN TO MOVE TO AND FRO. SHE BECAME AWARE OF THE DEFICIENCY WHEN THE BRIGHTNESS OF HER LIGHT DIMINISHED. AND SHE BECAME DARK BECAUSE HER CONSORT HAD NOT AGREED WITH HER." AND I SAID, "LORD, WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT SHE MOVED TO AND FRO?" BUT HE SMILED AND SAID, "DO NOT THINK IT IS, AS MOSES SAID, 'ABOVE THE WATERS.' NO, BUT WHEN SHE HAD SEEN THE WICKEDNESS WHICH HAD HAPPENED, AND THE THEFT WHICH HER SON HAD COMMITTED, SHE REPENTED. AND SHE WAS OVERCOME BY FORGETFULNESS IN THE DARKNESS OF IGNORANCE AND SHE BEGAN TO BE ASHAMED. AND SHE DID NOT DARE TO RETURN, BUT SHE WAS MOVING ABOUT. AND THE MOVING IS THE GOING TO AND FRO. "AND THE ARROGANT ONE TOOK A POWER FROM HIS MOTHER. FOR HE WAS IGNORANT, THINKING THAT THERE EXISTED NO OTHER EXCEPT HIS MOTHER ALONE. AND WHEN HE SAW THE MULTITUDE OF THE ANGELS WHICH HE HAD CREATED, THEN HE EXALTED HIMSELF ABOVE THEM. "AND WHEN THE MOTHER RECOGNIZED THAT THE GARMENT OF DARKNESS WAS IMPERFECT, THEN SHE KNEW THAT HER CONSORT HAD NOT AGREED WITH HER. SHE REPENTED WITH MUCH WEEPING. AND THE WHOLE PLEROMA HEARD THE PRAYER OF HER REPENTANCE, AND THEY PRAISED ON HER BEHALF THE INVISIBLE, VIRGINAL SPIRIT. AND HE CONSENTED; AND WHEN THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT HAD CONSENTED, THE HOLY SPIRIT POURED OVER HER FROM THEIR WHOLE PLEROMA. FOR IT WAS NOT HER CONSORT WHO CAME TO HER, BUT HE CAME TO HER THROUGH THE PLEROMA IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT CORRECT HER DEFICIENCY. AND SHE WAS TAKEN UP NOT TO HER OWN AEON BUT ABOVE HER SON, THAT SHE MIGHT BE IN THE NINTH UNTIL SHE HAS CORRECTED HER DEFICIENCY. "AND A VOICE CAME FORTH FROM THE EXALTED AEON-HEAVEN: 'THE MAN EXISTS AND THE SON OF MAN.' AND THE CHIEF ARCHON, YALTABAOTH, HEARD (IT) AND THOUGHT THAT THE VOICE HAD COME FROM HIS MOTHER. AND HE DID NOT KNOW FROM WHERE IT CAME. AND HE TAUGHT THEM, THE HOLY AND PERFECT MOTHER-FATHER, THE COMPLETE FOREKNOWLEDGE, THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE ONE WHO IS THE FATHER OF THE ALL (AND) THROUGH WHOM EVERYTHING CAME INTO BEING, THE FIRST MAN. FOR HE REVEALED HIS LIKENESS IN A HUMAN FORM. "AND THE WHOLE AEON OF THE CHIEF ARCHON TREMBLED, AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE ABYSS SHOOK. AND OF THE WATERS WHICH ARE ABOVE MATTER, THE UNDERSIDE WAS ILLUMINATED BY THE APPEARANCE OF HIS IMAGE WHICH HAD BEEN REVEALED. AND WHEN ALL THE AUTHORITIES AND THE CHIEF ARCHON LOOKED, THEY SAW THE WHOLE REGION OF THE UNDERSIDE WHICH WAS ILLUMINATED. AND THROUGH THE LIGHT THEY SAW THE FORM OF THE IMAGE IN THE WATER. "AND HE SAID TO THE AUTHORITIES WHICH ATTEND HIM, 'COME, LET US CREATE A MAN ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF GOD AND ACCORDING TO OUR LIKENESS, THAT HIS IMAGE MAY BECOME A LIGHT FOR US.' AND THEY CREATED BY MEANS OF THEIR RESPECTIVE POWERS IN CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE CHARACTERISTICS WHICH WERE GIVEN. AND EACH AUTHORITY SUPPLIED A CHARACTERISTIC IN THE FORM OF THE IMAGE WHICH HE HAD SEEN IN ITS NATURAL (FORM). HE CREATED A BEING ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF THE FIRST, PERFECT MAN. AND THEY SAID, 'LET US CALL HIM ADAM, THAT HIS NAME MAY BECOME A POWER OF LIGHT FOR US.' "AND THE POWERS BEGAN: THE FIRST ONE, GOODNESS, CREATED A BONE-SOUL; AND THE SECOND, FOREKNOWLEDGE, CREATED A SINEW-SOUL; THE THIRD, DIVINITY, CREATED A FLESH-SOUL; AND THE FOURTH, THE LORDSHIP, CREATED A MARROW-SOUL; THE FIFTH, KINGDOM CREATED A BLOOD-SOUL; THE SIXTH, ENVY, CREATED A SKIN-SOUL; THE SEVENTH, UNDERSTANDING, CREATED A HAIR-SOUL. AND THE MULTITUDE OF THE ANGELS ATTENDED HIM AND THEY RECEIVED FROM THE POWERS THE SEVEN SUBSTANCES OF THE NATURAL (FORM) IN ORDER TO CREATE THE PROPORTIONS OF THE LIMBS AND THE PROPORTION OF THE RUMP AND THE PROPER WORKING TOGETHER OF EACH OF THE PARTS. "THE FIRST ONE BEGAN TO CREATE THE HEAD. ETERAPHAOPE-ABRON CREATED HIS HEAD; MENIGGESSTROETH CREATED THE BRAIN; ASTERECHME (CREATED) THE RIGHT EYE; THASPOMOCHA, THE LEFT EYE; YERONUMOS, THE RIGHT EAR; BISSOUM, THE LEFT EAR; AKIOREIM, THE NOSE; BANENEPHROUM, THE LIPS; AMEN, THE TEETH; IBIKAN, THE MOLARS; BASILIADEME, THE TONSILS; ACHCHA, THE UVULA; ADABAN, THE NECK; CHAAMAN, THE VERTEBRAE; DEARCHO, THE THROAT; TEBAR, THE RIGHT SHOULDER; [...], THE LEFT SHOULDER; MNIARCON, THE RIGHT ELBOW; [...], THE LEFT ELBOW; ABITRION, THE RIGHT UNDERARM; EVANTHEN, THE LEFT UNDERARM; KRYS, THE RIGHT HAND; BELUAI, THE LEFT HAND; TRENEU, THE FINGERS OF THE RIGHT HAND; BALBEL, THE FINGERS OF THE LEFT HAND; KRIMAN, THE NAILS OF THE HANDS; ASTROPS, THE RIGHT BREAST [PAP & NIPPLE]; BARROPH, THE LEFT BREAST [PAP & NIPPLE]; BAOUM, THE RIGHT SHOULDER JOINT; ARARIM, THE LEFT SHOULDER JOINT; ARECHE, THE BELLY; PHTHAVE, THE NAVEL; SENAPHIM, THE ABDOMEN; ARACHETHOPI, THE RIGHT RIBS; ZABEDO, THE LEFT RIBS; BARIAS, THE RIGHT HIP; PHNOUTH THE LEFT HIP; ABENLENARCHEI, THE MARROW; CHNOUMENINORIN, THE BONES; GESOLE, THE STOMACH; AGROMAUNA, THE HEART; BANO, THE LUNGS; SOSTRAPAL, THE LIVER; ANESIMALAR, THE SPLEEN; THOPITHRO, THE INTESTINES; BIBLO, THE KIDNEYS; ROEROR, THE SINEWS; TAPHREO, THE SPINE OF THE BODY; IPOUSPOBOBA, THE VEINS; BINEBORIN, THE ARTERIES; ATOIMENPSEPHEI, THEIRS ARE THE BREATHS WHICH ARE IN ALL THE LIMBS; ENTHOLLEIA, ALL THE FLESH [OUTER-SKIN]; BEDOUK, THE RIGHT BUTTOCK [RIGHT PART OF THE ASS] (BARIAS); [THE LEFT BUTTOCK [LEFT PART OF THE ASS] (PHNOUTH)]; [PRIAPOS MEANS ERECT PENIS], THE LEFT PENIS [DICK & COCK]; EILO, THE TESTICLES [BALLS, SACK OF SPERM, SEED SAC & SCROTUM]; SORMA, THE GENITALS [MALE REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS]. GORMA-KAIOCHLABAR, THE RIGHT THIGH; NEBRITH, THE LEFT THIGH; PSEREM, THE KIDNEYS OF THE RIGHT LEG; ASAKLAS, THE LEFT KIDNEY; ORMAOTH, THE RIGHT LEG; EMENUN, THE LEFT LEG; KNYX, THE RIGHT SHIN-BONE; TUPELON, THE LEFT SHIN-BONE; ACHIEL, THE RIGHT KNEE; PHNENE, THE LEFT KNEE; PHIOUTHROM, THE RIGHT FOOT; BOABEL, ITS TOES; TRACHOUN, THE LEFT FOOT; PHIKNA, ITS TOES; MIAMAI, THE NAILS OF THE FEET; LABERNIOUM. "AND THOSE WHO WERE APPOINTED OVER ALL OF THESE ARE: ZATHOTH, ARMAS, KALILA, JABEL, (SABAOTH, CAIN, ABEL). AND THOSE WHO ARE PARTICULARLY ACTIVE IN THE LIMBS (ARE) THE HEAD DIOLIMODRAZA, THE NECK YAMMEAX, THE RIGHT SHOULDER YAKOUIB, THE LEFT SHOULDER VERTON, THE RIGHT HAND OUDIDI, THE LEFT ONE ARBAO, THE FINGERS OF THE RIGHT HAND LAMPNO, THE FINGERS OF THE LEFT HAND LEEKAPHAR, THE RIGHT BREAST [PAP & NIPPLE] BARBAR, THE LEFT BREAST [PAP & NIPPLE] IMAE, THE CHEST [TITS] PISANDRIAPTES, THE RIGHT SHOULDER JOINT KOADE, THE LEFT SHOULDER JOINT ODEOR, THE RIGHT RIBS ASPHIXIX, THE LEFT RIBS SYNOGCHOUTA, THE BELLY AROUPH, THE WOMB [UTERUS, VAGINA, PUSSY, VULVA, CUNT [VULGAR] & CLIT] SABALO, THE RIGHT THIGH CHARCHARB, THE LEFT THIGH CHTHAON, ALL THE GENITALS [FEMALE REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS] BATHINOTH, THE RIGHT LEG CHOUX, THE LEFT LEG CHARCHA, THE RIGHT SHIN-BONE AROER, THE LEFT SHIN-BONE TOECHTHA, THE RIGHT KNEE AOL, THE LEFT KNEE CHARANER, THE RIGHT FOOT BASTAN, ITS TOES ARCHENTECHTHA, THE LEFT FOOT MAREPHNOUNTH, ITS TOES ABRANA. "SEVEN HAVE POWER OVER ALL OF THESE: MICHAEL, OURIEL, ASMENEDAS, SAPHASATOEL, AARMOURIAM, RICHRAM, AMIORPS. AND THE ONES WHO ARE IN CHARGE OVER THE SENSES (ARE) ARCHENDEKTA; AND HE WHO IS IN CHARGE OVER THE RECEPTIONS (IS) DEITHARBATHAS; AND HE WHO IS IN CHARGE OVER THE IMAGINATION (IS) OUMMAA; AND HE WHO IS OVER THE COMPOSITION AACHIARAM, AND HE WHO IS OVER THE WHOLE IMPULSE RIARAMNACHO. "AND THE ORIGIN OF THE DEMONS WHICH ARE IN THE WHOLE BODY IS DETERMINED TO BE FOUR: HEAT, COLD, WETNESS, AND DRYNESS. AND THE MOTHER OF ALL OF THEM IS MATTER. AND HE WHO REIGNS OVER THE HEAT (IS) PHLOXOPHA; AND HE WHO REIGNS OVER THE COLD IS OROORROTHOS; AND HE WHO REIGNS OVER WHAT IS DRY (IS) ERIMACHO; AND HE WHO REIGNS OVER THE WETNESS (IS) ATHURO. AND THE MOTHER OF ALL OF THESE, ONORTHOCHRASAEI, STANDS IN THEIR MIDST, SINCE SHE IS ILLIMITABLE, AND SHE MIXES WITH ALL OF THEM. AND SHE IS TRULY MATTER, FOR THEY ARE NOURISHED BY HER. "THE FOUR CHIEF DEMONS ARE: EPHEMEMPHI, WHO BELONGS TO PLEASURE, YOKO, WHO BELONGS TO DESIRE, NENENTOPHNI, WHO BELONGS TO GRIEF, BLAOMEN, WHO BELONGS TO FEAR. AND THE MOTHER OF THEM ALL IS AESTHESIS-OUCH-EPI-PTOE. AND FROM THE FOUR DEMONS, PASSIONS CAME FORTH. AND FROM GRIEF (CAME) ENVY, JEALOUSY, DISTRESS, TROUBLE, PAIN, CALLOUSNESS, ANXIETY, MOURNING, ETC. AND FROM PLEASURE MUCH WICKEDNESS ARISES, AND EMPTY PRIDE, AND SIMILAR THINGS. AND FROM DESIRE (COMES) ANGER, WRATH, AND BITTERNESS, AND BITTER PASSION, AND UNSATEDNESS, AND SIMILAR THINGS. AND FROM FEAR (COMES) DREAD, FAWNING, AGONY, AND SHAME. ALL OF THESE ARE LIKE USEFUL THINGS AS WELL AS EVIL THINGS. BUT THE INSIGHT INTO THEIR TRUE (CHARACTER) IS ANARO, WHO IS THE HEAD OF THE MATERIAL SOUL, FOR IT BELONGS WITH THE SEVEN SENSES, OUCH-EPI-PTOE. "THIS IS THE NUMBER OF THE ANGELS: TOGETHER THEY ARE 365. THEY ALL WORKED ON IT UNTIL, LIMB FOR LIMB, THE NATURAL AND THE MATERIAL BODY WAS COMPLETED BY THEM. NOW THERE ARE OTHER ONES IN CHARGE OVER THE REMAINING PASSIONS WHOM I DID NOT MENTION TO YOU. BUT IF YOU WISH TO KNOW THEM, IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF ZOROASTER. AND ALL THE ANGELS AND DEMONS WORKED UNTIL THEY HAD CONSTRUCTED THE NATURAL BODY. AND THEIR PRODUCT WAS COMPLETELY INACTIVE AND MOTIONLESS FOR A LONG TIME. "AND WHEN THE MOTHER WANTED TO RETRIEVE THE POWER WHICH SHE HAD GIVEN TO THE CHIEF ARCHON, SHE PETITIONED THE MOTHER-FATHER OF THE ALL, WHO IS MOST MERCIFUL. HE SENT, BY MEANS OF THE HOLY DECREE, THE FIVE LIGHTS DOWN UPON THE PLACE OF THE ANGELS OF THE CHIEF ARCHON. THEY ADVISED HIM THAT THEY SHOULD BRING FORTH THE POWER OF THE MOTHER. AND THEY SAID TO YALTABAOTH, 'BLOW INTO HIS FACE SOMETHING OF YOUR SPIRIT AND HIS BODY WILL ARISE.' AND HE BLEW INTO HIS FACE THE SPIRIT WHICH IS THE POWER OF HIS MOTHER; HE DID NOT KNOW (THIS), FOR HE EXISTS IN IGNORANCE. AND THE POWER OF THE MOTHER WENT OUT OF YALTABAOTH INTO THE NATURAL BODY, WHICH THEY HAD FASHIONED AFTER THE IMAGE OF THE ONE WHO EXISTS FROM THE BEGINNING. THE BODY MOVED AND GAINED STRENGTH, AND IT WAS LUMINOUS. "AND IN THAT MOMENT THE REST OF THE POWERS BECAME JEALOUS, BECAUSE HE HAD COME INTO BEING THROUGH ALL OF THEM AND THEY HAD GIVEN THEIR POWER TO THE MAN, AND HIS INTELLIGENCE WAS GREATER THAN THAT OF THOSE WHO HAD MADE HIM, AND GREATER THAN THAT OF THE CHIEF ARCHON. AND WHEN THEY RECOGNIZED THAT HE WAS LUMINOUS, AND THAT HE COULD THINK BETTER THAN THEY, AND THAT HE WAS FREE FROM WICKEDNESS, THEY TOOK HIM AND THREW HIM INTO THE LOWEST REGION OF ALL MATTER. "BUT THE BLESSED ONE, THE MOTHER-FATHER, THE BENEFICENT AND MERCIFUL ONE, HAD MERCY ON THE POWER OF THE MOTHER WHICH HAD BEEN BROUGHT FORTH OUT OF THE CHIEF ARCHON, FOR THEY (THE ARCHONS) MIGHT GAIN POWER OVER THE NATURAL AND PERCEPTIBLE BODY. AND HE SENT, THROUGH HIS BENEFICENT SPIRIT AND HIS GREAT MERCY, A HELPER TO ADAM, LUMINOUS EPINOIA WHICH COMES OUT OF HIM, WHO IS CALLED LIFE. AND SHE ASSISTS THE WHOLE CREATURE, BY TOILING WITH HIM AND BY RESTORING HIM TO HIS FULLNESS AND BY TEACHING HIM ABOUT THE DESCENT OF HIS SEED (AND) BY TEACHING HIM ABOUT THE WAY OF ASCENT, (WHICH IS) THE WAY HE CAME DOWN. AND THE LUMINOUS EPINOIA WAS HIDDEN IN ADAM, IN ORDER THAT THE ARCHONS MIGHT NOT KNOW HER, BUT THAT THE EPINOIA MIGHT BE A CORRECTION OF THE DEFICIENCY OF THE MOTHER. "AND THE MAN CAME FORTH BECAUSE OF THE SHADOW OF THE LIGHT WHICH IS IN HIM. AND HIS THINKING WAS SUPERIOR TO ALL THOSE WHO HAD MADE HIM. WHEN THEY LOOKED UP, THEY SAW THAT HIS THINKING WAS SUPERIOR. AND THEY TOOK COUNSEL WITH THE WHOLE ARRAY OF ARCHONS AND ANGELS. THEY TOOK FIRE AND EARTH AND WATER AND MIXED THEM TOGETHER WITH THE FOUR FIERY WINDS. AND THEY WROUGHT THEM TOGETHER AND CAUSED A GREAT DISTURBANCE. AND THEY BROUGHT HIM (ADAM) INTO THE SHADOW OF DEATH, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT FORM (HIM) AGAIN FROM EARTH AND WATER AND FIRE AND THE SPIRIT WHICH ORIGINATES IN MATTER, WHICH IS THE IGNORANCE OF DARKNESS AND DESIRE, AND THEIR COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT. THIS IS THE TOMB OF THE NEWLY-FORMED BODY WITH WHICH THE ROBBERS HAD CLOTHED THE MAN, THE BOND OF FORGETFULNESS; AND HE BECAME A MORTAL MAN. THIS IS THE FIRST ONE WHO CAME DOWN, AND THE FIRST SEPARATION. BUT THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT WHICH WAS IN HIM, SHE IS THE ONE WHO WAS TO AWAKEN HIS THINKING. "AND THE ARCHONS TOOK HIM AND PLACED HIM IN PARADISE. AND THEY SAID TO HIM, 'EAT, THAT IS AT LEISURE,' FOR THEIR LUXURY IS BITTER AND THEIR BEAUTY IS DEPRAVED. AND THEIR LUXURY IS DECEPTION AND THEIR TREES ARE GODLESSNESS AND THEIR FRUIT, IS DEADLY POISON AND THEIR PROMISE IS DEATH. AND THE TREE OF THEIR LIFE THEY HAD PLACED IN THE MIDST OF PARADISE. "AND I SHALL TEACH YOU (PL.) WHAT IS THE MYSTERY OF THEIR LIFE, WHICH IS THE PLAN WHICH THEY MADE TOGETHER, WHICH IS THE LIKENESS OF THEIR SPIRIT. THE ROOT OF THIS (TREE) IS BITTER AND ITS BRANCHES ARE DEATH, ITS SHADOW IS, HATE AND DECEPTION IS IN ITS LEAVES, AND ITS BLOSSOM IS THE OINTMENT OF EVIL, AND ITS FRUIT IS DEATH AND DESIRE IS ITS SEED, AND IT SPROUTS IN DARKNESS. THE DWELLING PLACE OF THOSE WHO TASTE FROM IT IS HADES, AND THE DARKNESS IS THEIR PLACE OF REST. "BUT WHAT THEY CALL THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, WHICH IS THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT, THEY STAYED IN FRONT OF IT IN ORDER THAT HE (ADAM) MIGHT NOT LOOK UP TO HIS FULLNESS AND RECOGNIZE THE NAKEDNESS OF HIS SHAMEFULNESS. BUT IT WAS I WHO BROUGHT ABOUT THAT THEY ATE." AND TO I SAID TO THE SAVIOR, "LORD, WAS IT NOT THE SERPENT THAT TAUGHT ADAM TO EAT?" THE SAVIOR SMILED AND SAID, "THE SERPENT TAUGHT THEM TO EAT FROM WICKEDNESS OF BEGETTING, LUST, (AND) DESTRUCTION, THAT HE (ADAM) MIGHT BE USEFUL TO HIM. AND HE (ADAM) KNEW THAT HE WAS DISOBEDIENT TO HIM (THE CHIEF ARCHON) DUE TO LIGHT OF THE EPINOIA WHICH IS IN HIM, WHICH MADE HIM MORE CORRECT IN HIS THINKING THAN THE CHIEF ARCHON. AND (THE LATTER) WANTED TO BRING ABOUT THE POWER WHICH HE HIMSELF HAD GIVEN HIM. AND HE BROUGHT A FORGETFULNESS OVER ADAM." AND I SAID TO THE SAVIOR, "WHAT IS THE FORGETFULNESS?" AND HE SAID "IT IS NOT THE WAY MOSES WROTE (AND) YOU HEARD. FOR HE SAID IN HIS FIRST BOOK, 'HE PUT HIM TO SLEEP' (GN 2:21), BUT (IT WAS) IN HIS PERCEPTION. FOR ALSO HE SAID THROUGH THE PROPHET, 'I WILL MAKE THEIR HEARTS HEAVY, THAT THEY MAY NOT PAY ATTENTION AND MAY NOT SEE' (IS 6:10). "THEN THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT HID HERSELF IN HIM (ADAM). AND THE CHIEF ARCHON WANTED TO BRING HER OUT OF HIS RIB. BUT THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT CANNOT BE GRASPED. ALTHOUGH DARKNESS PURSUED HER, IT DID NOT CATCH HER. AND HE BROUGHT A PART OF HIS POWER OUT OF HIM. AND HE MADE ANOTHER CREATURE, IN THE FORM OF A WOMAN, ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF THE EPINOIA WHICH HAD APPEARED TO HIM. AND HE BROUGHT THE PART WHICH HE HAD TAKEN FROM THE POWER OF THE MAN INTO THE FEMALE CREATURE, AND NOT AS MOSES SAID, 'HIS RIB-BONE.' "AND HE (ADAM) SAW THE WOMAN BESIDE HIM. AND IN THAT MOMENT THE LUMINOUS EPINOIA APPEARED, AND SHE LIFTED THE VEIL WHICH LAY OVER HIS MIND. AND HE BECAME SOBER FROM THE DRUNKENNESS OF DARKNESS. AND HE RECOGNIZED HIS COUNTER-IMAGE, AND HE SAID, 'THIS IS INDEED BONE OF MY BONES AND FLESH OF MY FLESH.' THEREFORE, THE MAN WILL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER, AND HE WILL CLEAVE TO HIS WIFE, AND THEY WILL BOTH BE ONE FLESH. FOR THEY WILL SEND HIM HIS CONSORT, AND HE WILL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER... (3 LINES UNREADABLE). "AND OUR SISTER SOPHIA (IS) SHE WHO CAME DOWN IN INNOCENCE IN ORDER TO RECTIFY HER DEFICIENCY. THEREFORE, SHE WAS CALLED LIFE, WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING, BY THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF HEAVEN. AND THROUGH HER THEY HAVE TASTED THE PERFECT KNOWLEDGE. I APPEARED IN THE FORM OF AN EAGLE ON THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS THE EPINOIA FROM THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THE PURE LIGHT, THAT I MIGHT TEACH THEM AND AWAKEN THEM OUT OF THE DEPTH OF SLEEP. FOR THEY WERE BOTH IN A FALLEN STATE, AND THEY RECOGNIZED THEIR NAKEDNESS. THE EPINOIA APPEARED TO THEM AS A LIGHT; SHE AWAKENED THEIR THINKING. "AND WHEN YALTABAOTH NOTICED THAT THEY WITHDREW FROM HIM, HE CURSED HIS EARTH. HE FOUND THE WOMAN AS SHE WAS PREPARING HERSELF FOR HER HUSBAND. HE WAS LORD OVER HER, THOUGH HE DID NOT KNOW THE MYSTERY WHICH HAD COME TO PASS THROUGH THE HOLY DECREE. AND THEY WERE AFRAID TO BLAME HIM. AND HE SHOWED HIS ANGELS HIS IGNORANCE WHICH IS IN HIM. AND HE CAST THEM OUT OF PARADISE AND HE CLOTHED THEM IN GLOOMY DARKNESS. AND THE CHIEF ARCHON SAW THE VIRGIN WHO STOOD BY ADAM, AND THAT THE LUMINOUS EPINOIA OF LIFE HAD APPEARED IN HER. AND YALTABAOTH WAS FULL OF IGNORANCE. AND WHEN THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THE ALL NOTICED (IT), SHE SENT SOME AND THEY SNATCHED LIFE OUT OF EVE. "AND THE CHIEF ARCHON SEDUCED HER AND HE BEGOT IN HER TWO SONS; THE FIRST AND THE SECOND (ARE) ELOIM AND YAVE. ELOIM HAS A BEAR-FACE AND YAVE HAS A CAT-FACE. THE ONE IS RIGHTEOUS BUT THE OTHER IS UNRIGHTEOUS. (YAVE IS RIGHTEOUS BUT ELOIM IS UNRIGHTEOUS.) YAVE HE SET OVER THE FIRE AND THE WIND, AND ELOIM HE SET OVER THE WATER AND THE EARTH. AND THESE HE CALLED WITH THE NAMES CAIN AND ABEL WITH A VIEW TO DECEIVE. "NOW UP TO THE PRESENT DAY, SEXUAL INTERCOURSE CONTINUED DUE TO THE CHIEF ARCHON. AND HE PLANTED SEXUAL DESIRE IN HER WHO BELONGS TO ADAM. AND HE PRODUCED THROUGH INTERCOURSE THE COPIES OF THE BODIES, AND HE INSPIRED THEM WITH HIS COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT. "AND THE TWO ARCHONS HE SET OVER PRINCIPALITIES, SO THAT THEY MIGHT RULE OVER THE TOMB. AND WHEN ADAM RECOGNIZED THE LIKENESS OF HIS OWN FOREKNOWLEDGE, HE BEGOT THE LIKENESS OF THE SON OF MAN. HE CALLED HIM SETH, ACCORDING TO THE WAY OF THE RACE IN THE AEONS. LIKEWISE, THE MOTHER ALSO SENT DOWN HER SPIRIT, WHICH IS IN HER LIKENESS AND A COPY OF THOSE WHO ARE IN THE PLEROMA, FOR SHE WILL PREPARE A DWELLING PLACE FOR THE AEONS WHICH WILL COME DOWN. AND HE MADE THEM DRINK WATER OF FORGETFULNESS, FROM THE CHIEF ARCHON, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT NOT KNOW FROM WHERE THEY CAME. THUS, THE SEED REMAINED FOR A WHILE ASSISTING (HIM), IN ORDER THAT, WHEN THE SPIRIT COMES FORTH FROM THE HOLY AEONS, HE MAY RAISE UP AND HEAL HIM FROM THE DEFICIENCY, THAT THE WHOLE PLEROMA MAY (AGAIN) BECOME HOLY AND FAULTLESS." AND I SAID TO THE SAVIOR, "LORD, WILL ALL THE SOULS THEN BE BROUGHT SAFELY INTO THE PURE LIGHT?" HE ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME, "GREAT THINGS HAVE ARISEN IN YOUR MIND, FOR IT IS DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN THEM TO OTHERS EXCEPT TO THOSE WHO ARE FROM THE IMMOVABLE RACE. THOSE ON WHOM THE SPIRIT OF LIFE WILL DESCEND AND (WITH WHOM) HE WILL BE WITH THE POWER, THEY WILL BE SAVED AND BECOME PERFECT AND BE WORTHY OF THE GREATNESS AND BE PURIFIED IN THAT PLACE FROM ALL WICKEDNESS AND THE INVOLVEMENTS IN EVIL. THEN THEY HAVE NO OTHER CARE THAN THE INCORRUPTION ALONE, TO WHICH THEY DIRECT THEIR ATTENTION FROM HERE ON, WITHOUT ANGER OR ENVY OR JEALOUSY OR DESIRE AND GREED OF ANYTHING. THEY ARE NOT AFFECTED BY ANYTHING EXCEPT THE STATE OF BEING IN THE FLESH ALONE, WHICH THEY BEAR WHILE LOOKING EXPECTANTLY FOR THE TIME WHEN THEY WILL BE MET BY THE RECEIVERS (OF THE BODY). SUCH THEN ARE WORTHY OF THE IMPERISHABLE, ETERNAL LIFE AND THE CALLING. FOR THEY ENDURE EVERYTHING AND BEAR UP UNDER EVERYTHING, THAT THEY MAY FINISH THE GOOD FIGHT AND INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE." I SAID TO HIM, "LORD, THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO DID NOT DO THESE WORKS (BUT) ON WHOM THE POWER AND SPIRIT DESCENDED, (WILL THEY BE REJECTED?" HE ANSWERED AND SAID TO ME, "IF) THE SPIRIT (DESCENDED UPON THEM), THEY WILL IN ANY CASE BE SAVED, AND THEY WILL CHANGE (FOR THE BETTER). FOR THE POWER WILL DESCEND ON EVERY MAN, FOR WITHOUT IT NO ONE CAN STAND. AND AFTER THEY ARE BORN, THEN, WHEN THE SPIRIT OF LIFE INCREASES AND THE POWER COMES AND STRENGTHENS THAT SOUL, NO ONE CAN LEAD IT ASTRAY WITH WORKS OF EVIL. BUT THOSE ON WHOM THE COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT DESCENDS ARE DRAWN BY HIM AND THEY GO ASTRAY." AND I SAID, "LORD, WHERE WILL THE SOULS OF THESE GO WHEN THEY HAVE COME OUT OF THEIR FLESH?" AND HE SMILED AND SAID TO ME, "THE SOUL IN WHICH THE POWER WILL BECOME STRONGER THAN THE COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT, IS STRONG AND IT FLEES FROM EVIL AND, THROUGH THE INTERVENTION OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE ONE, IT IS SAVED, AND IT IS TAKEN UP TO THE REST OF THE AEONS." AND I SAID, "LORD, THOSE, HOWEVER, WHO HAVE NOT KNOWN TO WHOM THEY BELONG, WHERE WILL THEIR SOULS BE?" AND HE SAID TO ME, "IN THOSE, THE DESPICABLE SPIRIT HAS GAINED STRENGTH WHEN THEY WENT ASTRAY. AND HE BURDENS THE SOUL AND DRAWS IT TO THE WORKS OF EVIL, AND HE CASTS IT DOWN INTO FORGETFULNESS. AND AFTER IT COMES OUT OF (THE BODY), IT IS HANDED OVER TO THE AUTHORITIES, WHO CAME INTO BEING THROUGH THE ARCHON, AND THEY BIND IT WITH CHAINS AND CAST IT INTO PRISON, AND CONSORT WITH IT UNTIL IT IS LIBERATED FROM THE FORGETFULNESS AND ACQUIRES KNOWLEDGE. AND IF THUS IT BECOMES PERFECT, IT IS SAVED." AND I SAID, "LORD, HOW CAN THE SOUL BECOME SMALLER AND RETURN INTO THE NATURE OF ITS MOTHER OR INTO MAN?" THEN HE REJOICED WHEN I ASKED HIM THIS, AND HE SAID TO ME, "TRULY, YOU ARE BLESSED, FOR YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD! THAT SOUL IS MADE TO FOLLOW ANOTHER ONE (FEM.), SINCE THE SPIRIT OF LIFE IS IN IT. IT IS SAVED THROUGH HIM. IT IS NOT AGAIN CAST INTO ANOTHER FLESH." AND I SAID, "LORD, THESE ALSO WHO DID NOT KNOW, BUT HAVE TURNED AWAY, WHERE WILL THEIR SOULS GO?" THEN HE SAID TO ME, "TO THAT PLACE WHERE THE ANGELS OF POVERTY GO, THEY WILL BE TAKEN, THE PLACE WHERE THERE IS NO REPENTANCE. AND THEY WILL BE KEPT FOR THE DAY ON WHICH THOSE WHO HAVE BLASPHEMED THE SPIRIT WILL BE TORTURED, AND THEY WILL BE PUNISHED WITH ETERNAL PUNISHMENT." AND I SAID, "LORD, FROM WHERE DID THE COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT COME?" THEN HE SAID TO ME, "THE MOTHER-FATHER, WHO IS RICH IN MERCY, THE HOLY SPIRIT IN EVERY WAY, THE ONE WHO IS MERCIFUL AND WHO SYMPATHIZES WITH YOU (PL.), I.E., THE EPINOIA OF THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF LIGHT, HE RAISED UP THE OFFSPRING OF THE PERFECT RACE AND ITS THINKING AND THE ETERNAL LIGHT OF MAN. WHEN THE CHIEF ARCHON REALIZED THAT THEY WERE EXALTED ABOVE HIM IN THE HEIGHT - AND THEY SURPASS HIM IN THINKING - THEN HE WANTED TO SEIZE THEIR THOUGHT, NOT KNOWING THAT THEY SURPASSED HIM IN THINKING, AND THAT HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SEIZE THEM. "HE MADE A PLAN WITH HIS AUTHORITIES, WHICH ARE HIS POWERS, AND THEY COMMITTED TOGETHER ADULTERY WITH SOPHIA, AND BITTER FATE WAS BEGOTTEN THROUGH THEM, WHICH IS THE LAST OF THE CHANGEABLE BONDS. AND IT IS OF A SORT THAT IS INTERCHANGEABLE. AND IT IS HARDER AND STRONGER THAN SHE WITH WHOM THE GODS UNITED, AND THE ANGELS AND THE DEMONS AND ALL THE GENERATIONS UNTIL THIS DAY. FOR FROM THAT FATE CAME FORTH EVERY SIN AND INJUSTICE AND BLASPHEMY, AND THE CHAIN OF FORGETFULNESS AND IGNORANCE AND EVERY SEVERE COMMAND, AND SERIOUS SINS AND GREAT FEARS. AND THUS, THE WHOLE CREATION WAS MADE BLIND, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY NOT KNOW GOD, WHO IS ABOVE ALL OF THEM. AND BECAUSE OF THE CHAIN OF FORGETFULNESS, THEIR SINS WERE HIDDEN. FOR THEY ARE BOUND WITH MEASURES AND TIMES AND MOMENTS, SINCE IT (FATE) IS LORD OVER EVERYTHING. "AND HE (THE CHIEF ARCHON) REPENTED FOR EVERYTHING WHICH HAD COME INTO BEING THROUGH HIM. THIS TIME HE PLANNED TO BRING A FLOOD UPON THE WORK OF MAN. BUT THE GREATNESS OF THE LIGHT OF THE FOREKNOWLEDGE INFORMED NOAH, AND HE PROCLAIMED (IT) TO ALL THE OFFSPRING WHICH ARE THE SONS OF MEN. BUT THOSE WHO WERE STRANGERS TO HIM DID NOT LISTEN TO HIM. IT IS NOT AS MOSES SAID, 'THEY HID THEMSELVES IN AN ARK' (GN 7: 7), BUT THEY HID THEMSELVES IN A PLACE, NOT ONLY NOAH, BUT ALSO MANY OTHER PEOPLE FROM THE IMMOVABLE RACE. THEY WENT INTO A PLACE AND HID THEMSELVES IN A LUMINOUS CLOUD. AND HE (NOAH) RECOGNIZED HIS AUTHORITY, AND SHE WHO BELONGS TO THE LIGHT WAS WITH HIM, HAVING SHONE ON THEM BECAUSE HE (THE CHIEF ARCHON) HAD BROUGHT DARKNESS UPON THE WHOLE EARTH. "AND HE MADE A PLAN WITH HIS POWERS. HE SENT HIS ANGELS TO THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN, THAT THEY MIGHT TAKE SOME OF THEM FOR THEMSELVES AND RAISE OFFSPRING FOR THEIR ENJOYMENT. AND AT FIRST, THEY DID NOT SUCCEED. WHEN THEY HAD NO SUCCESS, THEY GATHERED TOGETHER AGAIN AND THEY MADE A PLAN TOGETHER. THEY CREATED A COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT, WHO RESEMBLES THE SPIRIT WHO HAD DESCENDED, SO AS TO POLLUTE THE SOULS THROUGH IT. AND THE ANGELS CHANGED THEMSELVES IN THEIR LIKENESS INTO THE LIKENESS OF THEIR MATES (THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN), FILLING THEM WITH THE SPIRIT OF DARKNESS, WHICH THEY HAD MIXED FOR THEM, AND WITH EVIL. THEY BROUGHT GOLD AND SILVER AND A GIFT AND COPPER AND IRON AND METAL AND ALL KINDS OF THINGS. AND THEY STEERED THE PEOPLE WHO HAD FOLLOWED THEM INTO GREAT TROUBLES, BY LEADING THEM ASTRAY WITH MANY DECEPTIONS. THEY (THE PEOPLE) BECAME OLD WITHOUT HAVING ENJOYMENT. THEY DIED, NOT HAVING FOUND TRUTH AND WITHOUT KNOWING THE GOD OF TRUTH. AND THUS, THE WHOLE CREATION BECAME ENSLAVED FOREVER, FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD UNTIL NOW. AND THEY TOOK WOMEN AND BEGOT CHILDREN OUT OF THE DARKNESS ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF THEIR SPIRIT. AND THEY CLOSED THEIR HEARTS, AND THEY HARDENED THEMSELVES THROUGH THE HARDNESS OF THE COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT UNTIL NOW. "I, THEREFORE, THE PERFECT PRONOIA OF THE ALL, CHANGED MYSELF INTO MY SEED, FOR I EXISTED FIRST, GOING ON EVERY ROAD. FOR I AM THE RICHNESS OF THE LIGHT; I AM THE REMEMBRANCE OF THE PLEROMA. "AND I WENT INTO THE REALM OF DARKNESS AND I ENDURED TILL I ENTERED THE MIDDLE OF THE PRISON. AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF CHAOS SHOOK. AND I HID MYSELF FROM THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS, AND THEY DID NOT RECOGNIZE ME. "AGAIN, I RETURNED FOR THE SECOND TIME, AND I WENT ABOUT. I CAME FORTH FROM THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE LIGHT, WHICH IS I, THE REMEMBRANCE OF THE PRONOIA. I ENTERED INTO THE MIDST OF DARKNESS AND THE INSIDE OF HADES, SINCE I WAS SEEKING (TO ACCOMPLISH) MY TASK. AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF CHAOS SHOOK, THAT THEY MIGHT FALL DOWN UPON THOSE WHO ARE IN CHAOS AND MIGHT DESTROY THEM. AND AGAIN, I RAN UP TO MY ROOT OF LIGHT, LEST THEY BE DESTROYED BEFORE THE TIME. "STILL FOR A THIRD TIME I WENT - I AM THE LIGHT WHICH EXISTS IN THE LIGHT, I AM THE REMEMBRANCE OF THE PRONOIA - THAT I MIGHT ENTER INTO THE MIDST OF DARKNESS AND THE INSIDE OF HADES. AND I FILLED MY FACE WITH THE LIGHT OF THE COMPLETION OF THEIR AEON. AND I ENTERED INTO THE MIDST OF THEIR PRISON, WHICH IS THE PRISON OF THE BODY. AND I SAID, 'HE WHO HEARS, LET HIM GET UP FROM THE DEEP SLEEP.' AND HE WEPT AND SHED TEARS. BITTER TEARS HE WIPED FROM HIMSELF AND HE SAID, 'WHO IS IT THAT CALLS MY NAME, AND FROM WHERE HAS THIS HOPE COME TO ME, WHILE I AM IN THE CHAINS OF THE PRISON?' AND I SAID, 'I AM THE PRONOIA OF THE PURE LIGHT; I AM THE THINKING OF THE VIRGINAL SPIRIT, WHO RAISED YOU UP TO THE HONORED PLACE. ARISE AND REMEMBER THAT IT IS YOU WHO HEARKENED, AND FOLLOW YOUR ROOT, WHICH IS I, THE MERCIFUL ONE, AND GUARD YOURSELF AGAINST THE ANGELS OF POVERTY AND THE DEMONS OF CHAOS AND ALL THOSE WHO ENSNARE YOU, AND BEWARE OF THE DEEP SLEEP AND THE ENCLOSURE OF THE INSIDE OF HADES. "AND I RAISED HIM UP, AND SEALED HIM IN THE LIGHT OF THE WATER WITH FIVE SEALS, IN ORDER THAT DEATH MIGHT NOT HAVE POWER OVER HIM FROM THIS TIME ON. "AND BEHOLD, NOW I SHALL GO UP TO THE PERFECT AEON. I HAVE COMPLETED EVERYTHING FOR YOU IN YOUR HEARING. AND I HAVE SAID EVERYTHING TO YOU THAT YOU MIGHT WRITE THEM DOWN AND GIVE THEM SECRETLY TO YOUR FELLOW SPIRITS, FOR THIS IS THE MYSTERY OF THE IMMOVABLE RACE." AND THE SAVIOR PRESENTED THESE THINGS TO HIM THAT HE MIGHT WRITE THEM DOWN AND KEEP THEM SECURE. AND HE SAID TO HIM, "CURSED BE EVERYONE WHO WILL EXCHANGE THESE THINGS FOR A GIFT OR FOR FOOD OR FOR DRINK OR FOR CLOTHING OR FOR ANY OTHER SUCH THING." AND THESE THINGS WERE PRESENTED TO HIM IN A MYSTERY, AND IMMEDIATELY HE DISAPPEARED FROM HIM. AND HE WENT TO HIS FELLOW DISCIPLES AND RELATED TO THEM WHAT THE SAVIOR HAD TOLD HIM. JESUS CHRIST, AMEN.  
THE APOCRYPHON OF JOHN (THE SECRET BOOK OF JOHN -- THE SECRET REVELATION OF JON) SHORT VERSION BERLIN CODEX (BG 8502,2) & NAG HAMMADI CODEX III, 1
THE APOCRYPHON OF JOHN IS COMMONLY REFERENCED BY TWO OTHER NAMES: THE SECRET BOOK OF JOHN AND THE SECRET REVELATION OF JOHN, EACH DEPENDING UPON HOW THE WORD "APOCRYPHON" IS TRANSLATED. THE TWO SURVIVING COPTIC MANUSCRIPTS OF THE SHORTER VERSION OF THE APOCRYPHON OF JOHN -- FOUND IN THE BERLIN CODEX AND NAG HAMMADI LIBRARY CODEX III -- ARE VERY SIMILAR, BUT THEY ARE NOT IDENTICAL. IN THIS EDITION PREPARED FOR THE GNOSTIC SOCIETY LIBRARY BOTH MANUSCRIPTS HAVE BEEN EDITED TOGETHER. WHERE THE READING OF NHL CODEX III,1 VARIES FROM THE BERLIN CODEX BG 8502,2, THE VARIANT VERSION OF THE PASSAGES FROM CODEX III ARE SHOWN WITH BLUE TEXT ENCLOSED IN BRACKETS {}. 
SECTIONAL NUMBERING HAS BEEN ADDED FOLLOWING THE SYSTEM PROPOSED BY KAREN KING -- FOR DETAILS, SEE KAREN KING, THE SECRET REVELATION OF JOHN.  IN DR. KING'S SYSTEM, SECTIONAL NUMBERS ARE BASED ON THE TEXTS FROM ALL FOUR EXISTING MANUSCRIPTS.  IN THE TWO "SHORT VERSION" MANUSCRIPTS COMBINED HERE, BERLIN CODEX AND NHC III, SOME SECTIONS FOUND IN THE "LONG VERSION" ARE ABSENT.  FOR EXAMPLE, THE INTRODUCTORY TEXT IN SECTION 1 APPEARS ONLY IN THE LONG VERSIONS, AND NOT IN THE SHORT VERSION. THUS, THE SHORT VERSION MANUSCRIPTS, BEGINS WITH SECTION 2.  
2 NOW IT HAPPENED ONE DAY WHEN JOHN THE BROTHER OF JAMES, THE SONS OF ZEBEDEE, WAS GOING UP TO THE TEMPLE, A PHARISEE NAMED ARIMANIOS APPROACHED HIM. AND HE SAID TO HIM, "WHERE IS YOUR TEACHER, THE ONE WHOM YOU USED TO FOLLOW?" HE SAID TO HIM, "HE RETURNED TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE CAME." THE PHARISEE SAID TO ME, "THIS NAZORENE DECEIVED YOU (PL.) WITH ERROR. [HE FILLED [YOUR (PL.) EARS WITH LIES], AND HE SHUT [YOUR HEARTS]. HE TURNED YOU (PL.) [FROM] THE TRADITIONS OF YOUR FATHERS." WHEN I HEARD THESE THINGS, I TURNED FROM THE TEMPLE TO THE MOUNTAIN WHICH WAS A PLACE OF DESERT. AND I GRIEVED GREATLY IN MY HEART, SAYING, "HOW WAS THE SAVIOR APPOINTED? WHY WAS HE SENT INTO THE WORLD BY HIS FATHER WHO SENT HIM? WHO IS HIS FATHER? AND OF WHAT SORT IS THAT AEON TO WHICH WE WILL GO? HE TOLD US THAT THE AEON IS MODELED ON THAT INDESTRUCTIBLE AEON, BUT HE DID NOT TEACH US ABOUT WHAT SORT THE LATTER IS." 3 JUST THEN, WHILE I WAS THINKING THESE THINGS, THE HEAVENS OPENED, AND THE WHOLE CREATION BELOW THE HEAVEN WAS ILLUMINATED WITH LIGHT [BELOW] HEAVEN. AND THE [WHOLE] WORLD QUAKED. I WAS AFRAID AND I WATCHED. AND BEHOLD A CHILD [APPEARED TO] ME. THEN [HE CHANGED HIMSELF] INTO THE FORM OF AN OLD MAN [WHO HAD FLIGHT EXISTING WITHIN HIM. ALTHOUGH I WAS WATCHING HIM, I DID NOT [UNDERSTAND THIS WONDER, WHETHER IT IS A [LIKENESS] HAVING NUMEROUS FORMS IN THE FLIGHT—FOR ITS FORMS APPEARED THROUGH EACH OTHER—OR IF IT IS ONE LIKENESS THAT HAS THREE ASPECTS. HE SAID [TO ME], "JOHN, WHY ARE YOU DOUBTING AND [FEARFUL]? FOR YOU ARE NOT A STRANGER TO THIS LIKENESS. DO NOT BE FAINTHEARTED! I AM THE ONE WHO DWELLS WITH YOU (PL.) ALWAYS. I AM THE [FATHER.] I AM THE MOTHER. [I] AM [THE S] ON. I AM THE ONE WHO EXISTS FOR EVER, UNDEFILED AND UNMIXED. NOW I HAVE COME TO INSTRUCT YOU [ABOUT WHAT] EXISTS AND WHAT [HAS COME] INTO BEING AND WHAT MUST COME INTO BEING, SO THAT YOU WILL [UNDERSTAND] THE THINGS WHICH ARE INVISIBLE AND THOSE WHICH ARE VISIBLE, AND TO TEACH YOU ABOUT THE PERFECT HUMAN. NOW THEN LIFT UP YOUR [FACE TO] ME AND LISTEN. [RECEIVE THE THINGS THAT I] WILL TELL YOU TODAY SO THAT] YOU YOURSELF WILL TELL THEM TO YOUR FELLOW SPIRITS WHO ARE [FROM] THE IMMOVABLE GENERATION [OF THE] PERFECT HUMAN." 4 AND [I ASKED] TO KNOW. HE SAID TO ME, "THE UNITY IS A MONARCHY [WITH NOTHING] RULING OVER IT. [IT IS] THE GOLD AND] FATHER OF THE ALL, THE HOLY, THE INVISIBLE, WHO EXISTS OVER THE ALL, THE ONE WHO [...] INCORRUPTION, [EXISTING AS] PURE LIGHT, INTO WHICH IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR ANY LIGHT OF THE EYE TO GAZE. IT IS THE SPIRIT. IT IS NOT APPROPRIATE TO THINK ABOUT IT AS GOD OR THAT IT IS SOMETHING SIMILAR. FOR IT SURPASSES DIVINITY. IT IS A DOMINION HAVING NOTHING TO RULE OVER IT. FOR THERE IS NOTHING EXISTING BEFORE IT NOR DOES IT HAVE NEED OF THEM. IT DOES NOT NEED LIFE. FOR IT IS ETERNAL. IT DOES NOT NEED ANYTHING. FOR IT CANNOT BE MADE PERFECT AS THOUGH IT WERE DEFICIENT AND ONLY REQUIRED PERFECTING. RATHER IT IS ALWAYS TOTALLY PERFECT. IT IS LIGHT. IT CANNOT BE LIMITED BECAUSE THERE IS NOTHING BEFORE IT TO LIMIT IT. IT IS INSCRUTABLE FOR THERE IS NO ONE BEFORE IT TO SCRUTINIZE IT. IT IS IMMEASURABLE BECAUSE THERE IS NO OTHER TO MEASURE IT AS THOUGH (ANYTHING) EXISTS BEFORE IT. IT IS INVISIBLE BECAUSE THERE IS NO ONE TO SEE IT. (IT IS) AN ETERNITY EXISTING FOREVER. (IT IS) INEFFABLE BECAUSE NO ONE HAS COMPREHENDED IT IN ORDER TO SPEAK ABOUT IT. (IT IS) THE ONE WHOSE NAME CANNOT BE SPOKEN BECAUSE NO ONE EXISTS BEFORE IT TO NAME IT. IT IS THE IMMEASURABLE LIGHT, THE PURE ONE WHO IS HOLY AND UNPOLLUTED, THE INEFFABLE ONE WHO IS INCORRUPTIBLY PERFECT. IT IS NEITHER PERFECTION NOR BLESSEDNESS NOR DIVINITY, BUT IT IS A THING FAR SUPERIOR TO THESE. IT IS NOT BOUNDLESS NOR IS IT LIMITED, BUT IT IS A THING FAR SUPERIOR TO THESE. FOR IT IS NEITHER CORPOREAL NOR INCORPOREAL. IT IS NEITHER LARGE NOR SMALL. IT IS NOT A QUANTITY. IT IS NOT A CREATURE. NEITHER IS IT POSSIBLE FOR ANYONE TO KNOW IT. IT IS NOT SOMETHING PERTAINING TO THE ALL WHICH EXISTS, RATHER IT IS A THING WHICH IS BETTER THAN THESE—NOT AS BEING SUPERIOR (TO OTHERS AS THOUGH IT IS COMPARABLE TO THEM) BUT AS THAT WHICH BELONGS TO ITSELF. IT DOES NOT PARTICIPATE IN AN AEON (AS A CONSTITUTIVE PART OF IT). TIME DOES NOT EXIST WITH REGARD TO IT. FOR WHOEVER PARTICIPATES IN AN AEON WOULD HAVE TO HAVE HAD IT PREPARED FOR IT BY OTHERS. AND TIME WAS NOT DELIMITED FOR IT SINCE IT DOES NOT RECEIVE FROM ANOTHER WHO SETS LIMITS. AND IT DOES NOT NEED (ANYTHING). NOTHING FROM THE ALL EXISTS BEFORE IT. ALL IT ASKS FOR IS ITSELF ALONE WITHIN THE PERFECT LIGHT. IT WILL CONTEMPLATE THE UNMIXED LIGHT, THE IMMEASURABLE VASTNESS. (IT IS) THE ETERNITY WHO GIVES ETERNALNESS, THE LIGHT WHO GIVES LIGHT, THE LIFE WHO GIVES LIFE, THE BLESSED ONE WHO GIVES BLESSEDNESS, THE UNDERSTANDING WHICH GIVES UNDERSTANDING, THE EVER GOOD ONE WHO GIVES GOOD, THE ONE WHO DOES GOOD-NOT SUCH THAT IT POSSESSES BUT SUCH THAT IT GIVES—THE MERCY WHICH GIVES MERCY, THE GRACE WHICH GIVES GRACE. 5 WHAT SHALL I SAY TO YOU ABOUT THE IMMEASURABLE LIGHT? WHAT IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE (CAN ONLY BE EXPRESSED AS) THE LIKENESS OF THE LIGHT. IN THIS MANNER, I WILL SPEAK TO YOU AS FAR AS I WILL BE ABLE TO KNOW IT—FOR WHO COULD KNOW IT INFINITELY? HIS AEON IS INDESTRUCTIBLE, BEING IN A STATE OF TRANQUILITY, AT REST IN SILENCE. (IT IS) THE ONE THAT EXISTS BEFORE THE ALL, FOR IT IS THE HEAD OF ALL THE AEONS {(IT IS) THE HEAD OF ALL THE AEONS BECAUSE ITS GOODNESS PROVIDES FOR ALL THE AEONS} —IF ANOTHER THING DOES EXIST WITH IT. FOR NONE OF THOSE AMONG US UNDERSTOOD THE THINGS WHICH BELONG TO THE IMMEASURABLE ONE EXCEPT THE ONE WHO APPEARED IN IT. IT IS HE WHO TOLD THESE THINGS TO US. (IT IS) THE ONE WHO KNOWS ITSELF ALONE IN THE LIGHT-WATER THAT SURROUNDS IT, WHICH IS THE SPRING OF LIVING WATER, THE LIGHT WHICH IS FULL OF PURITY. THE SPRING OF THE SPIRIT FLOWED FROM THE LIVING WATER OF THE LIGHT AND IT ABUNDANTLY SUPPLIED ALL THE AEONS AND THE WORLDS. {AND THE SPRING OF THE SPIRIT FROM WHICH THE [LIVING] WATER FLOWS. IT ABUNDANTLY SUPPLIED ALL THE AEONS AND THEIR WORLDS.} IN EVERY WAY IT PERCEIVED ITS OWN IMAGE, SEEING IT IN THE PURE LIGHT-WATER WHICH SURROUNDS IT. AND ITS THINKING BECOME A THING. SHE APPEARED. SHE STOOD IN ITS PRESENCE IN THE BRILLIANCE OF THE LIGHT; SHE IS THE POWER WHICH IS BEFORE THE ALL. IT IS SHE WHO APPEARED, SHE WHO IS THE PERFECT PRONOIA OF THE ALL, THE LIGHT, THE LIKENESS OF THE LIGHT, THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE, SHE WHO IS THE PERFECT POWER, BARBELO, THE PERFECT AEON OF THE GLORY. SHE GLORIFIES IT BECAUSE SHE APPEARED THROUGH IT AND SHE PERCEIVED IT. {THE GLORY WHO GLORIFIES IT BECAUSE SHE APPEARED THROUGH] IT. AND SHE GLORIFIED [IT].} SHE IS THE PRIMAL THOUGHT (PROTENNOIA), ITS IMAGE. SHE BECAME A PRIMAL HUMAN, WHICH IS THE VIRGINAL SPIRIT, THE TRIPLE MALE, THE ONE BELONGING TO THE TRIPLE POWER, THE TRIPLE NAMED, THE TRIPLE BEGOTTEN ONE, THE ANDROGYNOUS AEON WHICH DOES NOT GROW OLD, WHO CAME FROM ITS PRONOIA. {[THE TRIPLE MALE, THE TRIPLE] HYMNED, THE TRIPLE NAMED, THE TRIPLE POWER, THE ANDROGYNOUS AEON WHICH DOES NOT GROW OLD, WHICH CAME FORTH FROM ITS PRONOIA.} 6 AND BARBELO REQUESTED IT TO GIVE TO HIM FOREKNOWLEDGE. IT ASSENTED. WHEN IT HAD ASSENTED, FOREKNOWLEDGE APPEARED. HE STOOD WITH THOUGHT, WHO IS PRONOIA. SHE GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE ONE AND THE PERFECT POWER, BARBELO, FOR THEY CAME INTO BEING THROUGH HER. AGAIN, THIS POWER REQUESTED (IT) TO GIVE HER INCORRUPTION. AND IT ASSENTED. WHEN IT HAD ASSENTED, INCORRUPTION APPEARED AND SHE STOOD WITH THOUGHT AND FOREKNOWLEDGE, GLORIFYING THE INVISIBLE ONE AND BARBELO SINCE SHE HAD COME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF HER. {THEY GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND BARBELON FOR THEY HAD COME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF HER.} SHE REQUESTED (IT) TO GIVE HER ETERNAL LIFE. IT ASSENTED. WHEN IT HAD ASSENTED, ETERNAL LIFE APPEARED. AND THEY STOOD {AND HE STOOD}, GLORIFYING IT AND BARBELO FOR THEY HAD COME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF HER FROM THE REVELATION OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. THIS IS THE PENTAD OF THE AEONS OF THE FATHER, WHO IS THE PRIMAL HUMAN, THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE ONE, NAMELY: BARBELO, THOUGHT, FOREKNOWLEDGE, INCORRUPTIBILITY, AND ETERNAL LIFE. THIS IS THE ANDROGYNOUS PENTAD WHICH IS THE DECAD OF THE AEONS, THE FATHER FROM THE UNBEGOTTEN FATHER. {THIS IS THE ANDROGYNOUS PENTAD WHICH IS THE DECAD OF THE AEONS OF THE FATHER.} 7 BARBELO GAZED INTENTLY INTO IT, THE PURE LIGHT. SHE TURNED HERSELF TOWARD IT. SHE GAVE BIRTH TO A SPARK OF BLESSED LIGHT, BUT IT WAS NOT EQUAL TO HER IN GREATNESS. {SHE GAVE BIRTH TO A SPARK OF LIGHT RESEMBLING THE BLESSED LIGHT} THIS IS THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN WHO APPEARED FROM THE FATHER, THE DIVINE AUTOGENES, THE FIRST-BORN SON OF THE ALL OF THE SPIRIT OF PURE LIGHT. THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT REJOICED OVER THE LIGHT WHICH HAD COME INTO BEING, THE ONE WHO WAS THE FIRST TO APPEAR FROM THE PRIMAL POWER, WHICH IS ITS PRONOIA, BARBELO. AND IT ANOINTED HIM WITH ITS GOODNESS/ CHRISTHOOD SO THAT HE BECAME PERFECT. THERE WAS NO LACK OF GOOD/CHRIST WITHIN HIM BECAUSE HE WAS ANOINTED IN THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT'S GOODNESS/CHRISTHOOD WHICH IT POURED OUT FOR HIM. AND HE RECEIVED THE ANOINTING THROUGH THE VIRGINAL SPIRIT. HE STOOD IN [ITS PRESENCE, GLORYING THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND THE PERFECT PRONOI[A], FROM WHOM HE HAD APPEARED. {HE STOOD IN ITS PRESENCE, GLORYING THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND THE ONE BECAUSE OF WHOM HE HAD APPEARED.} AND HE ASKED TO BE GIVEN ONE SINGLE THING, MIND. {AND HE ASKED TO BE GIVEN A FELLOW WORKER, MIND.} THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT ASSENTED. MIND APPEARED. HE STOOD WITH CHRIST, GLORIFYING HIM AND BARBELO, FOR ALL THESE HAD COME INTO BEING IN SILENCE AND THOUGHT. THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT WILLED TO PERFORM A WORK. {THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT WILLED TO PERFORM A WORK THROUGH THE WORD.} IT’S WILL, BECAME A WORK. HE APPEARED. HE STOOD WITH MIND AND LIGHT, GLORIFYING IT. THE WORD FOLLOWED THE WILL. FOR THROUGH THE WORD, CHRIST CREATED EVERYTHING. THE DIVINE AUTOGENES, ETERNAL LIFE AND WILL, MIND AND FOREKNOWLEDGE STOOD, GLORIFYING THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND BARBELO SINCE THEY HAD COME INTO BEING THROUGH HER. THROUGH THE SPIRIT, HE PERFECTED THE DIVINE ETERNAL AUTOGENES, THE SON OF BARBELO, SO THAT HE STOOD BEFORE THE ETERNAL VIRGINAL INVISIBLE SPIRIT. {THE GREAT INVISIBLE SPIRIT PERFECTED THE DIVINE AUTOGENES, THE SON OF BARBELON} IT WAS THE DIVINE AUTOGENES CHRIST THAT IT HONORED WITH GREAT HONOR, NAMELY HE WHO HAD COME INTO BEING FROM ITS PRIMAL ENNOIA. THAT ONE IS THE ONE WHOM THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT APPOINTED AS GOD OVER THE ALL, THE TRUE GOD. IT GAVE TO HIM ALL AUTHORITY AND IT CAUSED THE TRUTH WHICH IS IN IT TO BE SUBJECT TO HIM IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT KNOW THE ALL. (HE IS) THAT ONE WHOSE NAME THEY WILL SPEAK AMONG THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY OF IT. 8 FOR FROM THE LIGHT, WHICH IS THE CHRIST, AND IMMORTALITY, THROUGH THE DIVINE [SPIRIT], {FOR FROM THE LIGHT, WHICH IS THE CHRIST, AND IMMORTALITY, THROUGH THE GIFT OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT} THE FOUR GREAT LIGHTS APPEARED FROM THE DIVINE AUTOGENES SO THAT THEY MIGHT STAND BEFORE HIM. THE THREE (ARE): WILL [AND] THOUGHT AND LIFE. AND THE FOUR ARE: GRACE, UNDERSTANDING, PERCEPTION, AND PRUDENCE. GRACE (BELONGS TO) THE PRIMAL LIGHT HARMOZEL {ARMOZEL}, WHO IS THE ANGEL OF LIGHT IN THE PRIMAL AEON; WITH HIM ARE THREE AEONS: GRACE, TRUTH, FORM. THE SECOND LIGHT OROIAEL IS THE ONE HE PLACED OVER THE SECOND AEON; WITH HIM ARE THREE AEONS: PRONOIA, PERCEPTION, MEMORY THE THIRD LIGHT DAVEITHE IS THE ONE HE PLACED OVER THE THIRD AEON; WITH HIM ARE THREE AEONS: UNDERSTANDING, LOVE, LIKENESS. THE FOURTH LIGHT ELELETH IS THE ONE HE PLACED OVER THE FOURTH AEON; WITH HIM ARE THREE AEONS: PERFECTION, PEACE, WISDOM. THESE ARE THE FOUR LIGHTS WHICH STAND BEFORE THE DIVINE AUTOGENETOR, THE TWELVE AEONS WHICH ARE PLACED BESIDE THE CHILD, THE GREAT AUTOGENETOR CHRIST, THROUGH THE APPROVAL OF THE DIVINE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. {THESE ARE THE FOUR LIGHTS WHICH STAND BEFORE THE DIVINE AUTOGENES, THE TWELVE AEONS WHICH STAND BEFORE THE CHILD THROUGH THE GIFT AND APPROVAL OF THE GREAT AUTOGENETOR CHRIST, THROUGH THE GIFT AND THE APPROVAL OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT.} THE TWELVE AEONS BELONG TO THE SON OF AUTOGENETOS. 9 ALL THINGS WERE FIRMLY FOUNDED THROUGH THE WILL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THROUGH AUTOGENES. AND FROM THE FIRST UNDERSTANDING AND THE PERFECT MIND, THROUGH GOD, THROUGH THE APPROVAL OF THE GREAT INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND THE APPROVAL OF AUTOGENES, IT NAMED THE TRUE PERFECT HUMAN, THE PRIMAL REVELATION, ADAM. {FROM THE FIRST UNDERSTANDING AND THE PERFECT MIND THROUGH THE GIFT AND THE APPROVAL OF THE GREAT INVISIBLE SPIRIT IN THE PRESENCE OF AUTOGENES, THE PERFECT, TRUE, HOLY HUMAN, THE FIRST WHO APPEARED—HE WAS CALLED ADAMAS.} IT SET HIM OVER THE PRIMAL AEON BESIDE THE GREAT DIVINE AUTOGENETOR CHRIST, BEING THE PRIMAL AEON OF HARMOZEL AND ITS POWERS WITH HIM. AND THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT GAVE HIM AN UNCONQUERABLE INTELLECTUAL POWER. {AND THE INVISIBLE ONE GAVE HIM AN UNCONQUERABLE INTELLECTUAL POWER.} HE SAID, 'I GLORIFY AND I PRAISE THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT FOR IT IS BECAUSE OF YOU THAT ALL THINGS CAME INTO BEING AND ALL THINGS (ARE) IN YOU. AND I PRAISE YOU AND AUTOGENES AND THE THREE AEONS: THE FATHER AND THE MOTHER AND THE CHILD, THE PERFECT POWER.' {"I PRAISE YOU AND AUTOGENES AND THE AEON THE TRIAD: THE FATHER AND THE MOTHER AND THE CHILD, THE PERFECT POWER."} AND IT PLACED HIS CHILD SETH OVER THE SECOND LIGHT OROIAEL. {AND HIS SON SETH WAS PLACED IN THE SECOND AEON WITH THE SECOND LIGHT OROIAEL.} AND IN THE THIRD AEON WAS PLACED THE SEED OF SETH, THE SOULS OF THE SAINTS WHO DWELL FOREVER IN THE THIRD LIGHT DAVEITHE. {AND IN THE THIRD AEON WAS PLACED THE SEED OF SETH, THE SOULS OF THE SAINTS WHO DWELL IN THE AEON WITH THE THIRD LIGHT DAVEITHE.} AND IN THE FOURTH AEON WERE PLACED THE SOULS WHO DID UNDERSTAND THEIR PERFECTION YET THEY DID NOT REPENT IMMEDIATELY BUT THEY PERSISTED A WHILE. IN THE END, HOWEVER, THEY REPENTED. THEY WILL REMAIN IN THE FOURTH LIGHT ELELETH, THE ONE WHO YOKED THEM TO HIMSELF, GLORIFYING THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. {HAVING BEEN GATHERED TO THAT PLACE, GLORIFYING THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT}. 10 OUR FELLOW SISTER, SOPHIA, BEING AN AEON, THOUGHT A THOUGHT FROM WITHIN HERSELF AND IN THE THOUGHT OF THE SPIRIT AND THE FOREKNOWLEDGE. SHE FREELY WILLED THE LIKENESS TO APPEAR FROM WITHIN HERSELF ALTHOUGH THE SPIRIT HAD NOT AGREED WITH HER NOR HAD IT CONSENTED NOR HAD HER PARTNER APPROVED, THE MALE VIRGINAL SPIRIT. {SHE FREELY WILLED THE LIKENESS TO APPEAR FROM WITHIN HERSELF. HER THOUGHT WAS NOT IDLE AND HER PRODUCT CAME FORTH IMPERFECT, FOR IT WAS NOT PATTERNED IN HER FORM FOR SHE HAD MADE IT WITHOUT HER PARTNER, (AND) IT WAS NOT PATTERNED IN THE LIKENESS OF THE MOTHER.} BUT SHE DID NOT FIND HER CONCORD. AS SHE WAS ABOUT TO ACQUIESCE WITHOUT THE APPROVAL OF THE SPIRIT OR THE UNDERSTANDING OF HER OWN CONCORD, SHE SWELLED OUT {SHE WAS COMPLETE}. BECAUSE OF THE AUDACITY WITHIN HER, HER THOUGHT WAS NOT ABLE TO BE IDLE AND HER PRODUCT CAME FORTH, BEING IMPERFECT, UGLY IN HIS APPEARANCE, BECAUSE SHE HAD MADE IT WITHOUT HER PARTNER {AND HER PRODUCT CAME FORTH, BEING IMPERFECT, NOT BEING FORMED IN HER FORM, FOR SHE HAD MADE HIM WITHOUT HER PARTNER}. AND HE DID NOT RESEMBLE THE LIKENESS OF THE MOTHER, FOR HE HAD ANOTHER FORM. AS SHE DELIBERATED, SHE SAW THAT HE HAD BECOME MODELED AFTER A DIFFERENT LIKENESS, "HAVING THE FACE OF A SERPENT AND THE FACE OF A LION. HIS EYES WERE SHINING WITH FIRE. SHE CAST HIM AWAY FROM HER OUTSIDE OF THOSE PLACES SO THAT NONE OF THE IMMORTALS MIGHT SEE HIM, BECAUSE SHE HAD GIVEN BIRTH TO HIM IN IGNORANCE. SHE UNITED A LUMINOUS CLOUD WITH HIM. SHE PLACED A THRONE IN THE MIDST OF THE CLOUD SO THAT NO ONE MIGHT SEE HIM EXCEPT THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO IS CALLED LIFE, THE MOTHER OF EVERYONE {EXCEPT THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO IS CALLED THE MOTHER OF ALL THE LIVING}. AND SHE NAMED HIM YALDABAOTH. HE IS THE CHIEF RULER, THE ONE WHO ATTAINED A GREAT POWER FROM THE MOTHER. 11 HE REMOVED HIMSELF FROM HER. HE ABANDONED THE PLACE IN WHICH HE HAD BEEN BORN. {HE MOVED FROM PLACE TO PLACE AWAY FROM THE PLACE IN WHICH HE HAD BEEN BORN.} HE SEIZED ANOTHER PLACE. HE CREATED FOR HIMSELF AN AEON, WHICH BLAZES WITH A SHINING FIRE, IN WHICH HE NOW DWELLS. {HE CREATED FOR HIMSELF AN AEON OF FIERY, LUMINOUS FLAME, IN WHICH HE NOW DWELLS.} AND HE COPULATED WITH MADNESS, WHO IS IN HIM {HE COPULATED WITH IGNORANCE, WHO IS IN HIM}. HE BEGAT AUTHORITIES WHO ARE UNDER HIM, THE TWELVE ANGELS, EACH ONE OF THEM TO HIS OWN AEON FOLLOWING THE MODEL OF THE IMMORTAL AEONS. AND HE CREATED FOR EACH ONE OF THEM SEVEN ANGELS EACH AND FOR THE ANGELS THREE POWERS-THESE ARE ALL UNDER HIM, 360 ANGELIC BEINGS WITH HIS THIRD POWER, FOLLOWING THE LIKENESS OF THE PRIMAL MODEL WHICH IS PRIOR TO HIM. NOW WHEN THE AUTHORITIES APPEARED FROM THE CHIEF BEGETTER, THE CHIEF RULER OF THE DARKNESS, THESE WERE THEIR NAMES FROM THE IGNORANCE OF HE WHO HAD BEGOTTEN THEM: THE FIRST IS YAOTH. THE SECOND IS HERMAS, WHO IS THE EYE OF THE FIRE. {THE AUTHORITIES WHO APPEARED FROM THE CHIEF BEGETTER, THE CHIEF RULER OF THE DARKNESS AND IGNORANCE, TOGETHER WITH THE AUTHORITIES WERE IN IGNORANCE OF THE ONE WHO HAD BEGOTTEN THEM. THESE ARE THEIR NAMES: THE FIRST IS HAOTH. THE SECOND IS HARMAS, WHO IS THE EYE OF THE FIRE.} THE THIRD IS GALILA. THE FOURTH IS YOBEL. THE FIFTH IS ADONAIOS. THE SIXTH IS SABAOTH. THE SEVENTH IS KAINAN AND KAE, WHO IS NAMED CAIN, WHO IS THE SUN. THE EIGHTH IS ABIRESSINE. THE NINTH IS YOBEL. THE TENTH IS HARMOUPIAEL. {THE SEVENTH IS KAINAN KASIN, WHO IS CALLED THE SUN. THE EIGHTH IS ABIRESSIA. THE NINTH IS YOBEL. THE TENTH IS ARMOUPIAEL.} THE ELEVENTH IS ADONIN. THE TWELFTH IS BELIAS [LUCIFER KNOWN AS SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL & VICTORIA KNOWN AS BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] WHO RULES OVER THE VERY DEPTH OF HADES [HELL] [TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH WAS CREATED BY LUCIFER & VICTORIA IN JAMES 1:13-15 AND THE LORD NEVER DID CREATE TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH [ALL MURDERS IS ALWAYS WITH EVIL INTENT & NEVER ACCIDENTAL, DONE BY AS EVIL CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] & NEVER DONE BY THE LORD OR HIS SUPREME COMMAND AS GOOD CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] OR ALL KILLINGS CAN BE WITH INTENT DONE BY THE LORD OR HIS SUPREME COMMAND AS GOOD CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] WITH GOOD INTENT OR ALL ACCIDENTAL HOMICIDES & THE LORD DAMNS THOSE APPOINTED AUTHORITIES WHO FALSELY ACCUSES & FALSELY CONVICTS MURDERS AS KILLERS & KILLERS AS MURDERS & ANY SEXUAL WORLDLY AUTHORITY, ANY SEXUAL LAW AUTHORITY, ANY SEXUAL MILITARY AUTHORITY & ANY SEXUAL GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY THAT ABSOLUTELY NEVER ETERNALLY ENFORCES THE SEXLESS LORD’S 10 SEXLESS COMMANDMENTS & ALL OTHER SEXLESS COMMANDMENTS, DOES IN FACT SEXUALLY RULE IN SEXUAL ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23] & SHALL BE SUPREMELY IMPARTIALLY JUDGED ACCORDINGLY & INFALLIBLY & INERRANTLY DEALT WITH THE ETERNAL KILLING & THE ETERNAL DAMNATION BY THE LORD, ORIGINALLY, BUT TAKES SOVEREIGN CONTROL OF TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH IN HEBREWS 2:14-18]. THEY ALL HAVE DOUBLE NAMES: ONE SET OF NAMES FROM DESIRE AND WRATH, BUT YET OTHER NAMES WHICH ARE GIVEN TO THEM BY THE GLORY OF HEAVEN. THE (LATTER) ARE THE ONES WHICH REVEAL THEIR NATURE IN TRUTH. SAKLAS CALLED THEM BY THE NAMES WHICH ARE FROM ILLUSION AND THEIR POWER. {SAKLAS CALLED THEM BY THE NAMES WHICH ARE FROM ILLUSION AND THEIR POWERS.} ON THE ONE HAND, THROUGH (THE NAMES GIVEN BY THE GLORY OF HEAVEN), THEY ARE REPROVED AND WEAKENED, LIKE THE SEASONS, WHILE ON THE OTHER HAND, THROUGH THOSE (OF SAKLAS) THEY GROW STRENGTHENED AND INCREASE. AND HE COMMANDED THAT SEVEN KINGS SHOULD RULE OVER THE HEAVENS AND FIVE OVER THE CHAOS OF HADES. {AND HE COMMANDED THAT SEVEN SHOULD RULE OVER THE HEAVENS AND FIVE OVER THE CHAOS OF HADES.} 12 THE NAMES OF THE GLORIES WHO ARE OVER THE SEVEN HEAVENS ARE THESE: THE FIRST IS IAOTH, THE LION-FACED {THE FIRST IS AOTH, THE LION-FACED}. THE SECOND IS ELOAIOS, THE DONKEYFACED. THE THIRD IS ASTAPHAIOS, THE HYENA-FACED. THE FOURTH IS IAO, THE SNAKE-FACED WITH SEVEN HEADS {THE FOURTH IS YAW, THE SERPENT-FACED AND LION-FACED}. THE FIFTH IS ADONAIOS, THE SERPENT-FACED. THE SIXTH IS ADONI THE MONKEY-FACED {THE SIXTH IS ADONIN, THE MONKEY-FACED. THE SEVENTH IS SABBADAIOS, WHOSE FACE IS A SHINING FIRE}. THE SEVENTH IS SABBATAIOS, WHOSE FACE IS A FLAME OF FIRE THAT SHINES. THIS IS THE HEBDOMAD OF THE WEEK. THESE ARE THOSE WHO RULE THE WORLD. YALDABAOTH-SAKLAS (IS) THE ONE WHOSE FORMS ARE WITHOUT NUMBER SUCH THAT HE CAN APPEAR WITH ANY FACE AT WILL. 13 HE ALLOTTED THEM (PORTIONS) OUT OF HIS OWN FIRE, BUT HE DID NOT GIVE THEM ANY OF HIS POWER FROM THE PURE LIGHT OF THE POWER WHICH HE HAD DRAWN FROM THE MOTHER. BECAUSE OF THE GLORY WHICH IS IN HIM FROM THE POWER OF THE LIGHT OF THE MOTHER, HE BECAME CHRIST TO THEM. BECAUSE OF THAT, HE MADE THEM CALL HIM GOD, {BECAUSE OF THE GLORY WHICH IS IN HIM FROM THE POWER OF THE LIGHT OF THE MOTHER, HE WAS LORD OVER THEM. BECAUSE OF THIS, HE CALLED HIMSELF GOD OVER THEM} THUS BEING DISOBEDIENT TO THE REALITY FROM WHICH HE HAD COME INTO BEING. AND HE JOINED WITH THE AUTHORITIES. WHEN HE SPOKE, THE SEVEN POWERS CAME INTO BEING, AND HE NAMED THEM. {AND HE JOINED THE POWERS WITH THE AUTHORITIES. WHEN HE SPOKE, THEY CAME TO BE.} BEGINNING WITH THE HIGHEST, HE PLACED AUTHORITIES (AS FOLLOWS): THE FIRST, THEN, IS PRONOIA WITH THE FIRST (AUTHORITY) YAOTH. THE SECOND IS DIVINITY WITH THE SECOND ONE ELOAIOS. THE THIRD IS GOODNESS/CHRISTHOOD WITH THE THIRD ONE ASTAPHOIOS. THE FOURTH IS FIRE WITH THE FOURTH ONE YAO. THE FIFTH IS KINGSHIP WITH THE FIFTH ONE SABAOTH. THE SIXTH IS UNDERSTANDING WITH THE SIXTH ONE ADONI. THE SEVENTH IS SOPHIA WITH THE SEVENTH ONE SABBATAIOS. THESE ARE THE ONES WHO HAVE A FIRMAMENT CORRESPONDING TO EACH HEAVEN AND AEON ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF THE AEON WHICH EXISTS FROM THE BEGINNING, IN THE MODEL OF THE INDESTRUCTIBLE ONES. 14 HE SAW THE CREATION BELOW HIM AND THE MULTITUDE OF ANGELS WHICH ARE BELOW HIM WHO CAME INTO BEING FROM HIM. AND HE SAID TO THEM, `I AM A JEALOUS GOD; WITHOUT ME THERE IS NOTHING.' —ALREADY INDICATING TO THE ANGELS WHO ARE BELOW HIM THAT ANOTHER GOD DOES EXIST. FOR IF THERE WERE NO OTHER (GOD) OVER HIM, OF WHOM WOULD HE BE JEALOUS? THEN THE MOTHER BEGAN TO MOVE TO AND FRO AS SHE UNDERSTOOD HER DEFICIENCY. IT WAS HER OWN PERFECTION THAT HAD CAUSED HER TO BE BLAMED, BECAUSE HER PARTNER HAD NOT BEEN IN CONCORD WITH HER." BUT I SAID, "CHRIST, WHAT DOES IT MEAN `TO MOVE TO AND FRO?' HE SMILED AND SAID, "YOU THINK IT HAPPENED LIKE MOSES SAID 'UPON THE WATER.' BUT IN FACT, SHE SAW THE EVIL AND REBELLION WHICH WOULD HAPPEN THROUGH HER OFFSPRING. SHE REPENTED, AND AS SHE WAS COMING AND GOING IN THE IGNORANT DARKNESS, SHE BEGAN TO BE ASHAMED AND SHE DID NOT DARE TO RETURN BUT SHE CONTINUED COMING AND GOING. NOW HER COMING AND GOING IS 'TO MOVE TO AND FRO.' NOW WHEN THE ARROGANT ONE GOT A POWER FROM THE MOTHER, HE WAS IGNORANT OF MANY BEINGS WHO WERE SUPERIOR TO HIS MOTHER, FOR HE SAID ABOUT HIS MOTHER THAT SHE ALONE EXISTED. HE SAW THE GREAT MULTITUDE OF ANGELS THAT HE HAD CREATED. HE WAS MIGHTY OVER THEM. AND WHEN THE MOTHER UNDERSTOOD THAT THE UNTIMELY BIRTH OF THE DARKNESS WAS NOT PERFECT BECAUSE HER PARTNER HAD NOT BEEN IN CONCORD WITH HER, SHE REPENTED. SHE WEPT GREAT TEARS. AND IT HEARD THE ENTREATY OF HER REPENTANCE AND THE BROTHERS PRAYED FOR HER. THE HOLY INVISIBLE SPIRIT ASSENTED. WHEN THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT HAD ASSENTED, IT POURED UPON HER A SPIRIT FROM THE PERFECTION. WHEN HER PARTNER CAME DOWN TO HER TO PUT RIGHT HER DEFICIENCIES {HER PARTNER CAME DOWN TO PUT RIGHT THEIR DEFICIENCIES}, IT WAS THROUGH PRONOIA THAT HE WILLED TO PUT RIGHT HER DEFICIENCIES. SHE WAS NOT, HOWEVER, CONVEYED TO HER OWN AEON, BUT, BECAUSE OF THE GREAT IGNORANCE WHICH HAD APPEARED IN HER, SHE DWELLED IN THE NINTH UNTIL SHE PUTS RIGHT HER DEFICIENCY. 15 A VOICE CAME TO HER, ‘THE HUMAN EXISTS AND THE CHILD OF THE HUMAN.' THE CHIEF RULER YALDABAOTH HEARD, BUT HE DID NOT THINK THAT THE VOICE HAD COME [FROM THE EXALTED HEIGHT ABOVE]. THE HOLY, PERFECT FATHER, THE FIRST HUMAN OF HUMAN FORM, TAUGHT THEM ABOUT HIMSELF. THE BLESSED ONE REVEALED HIS LIKENESS TO THEM. AND THE WHOLE DOMINION OF THE SEVEN AUTHORITIES BENT DOWN. THEY SAW THE PATTERN OF THE IMAGE IN THE WATER. THEY SAID TO EACH OTHER, 'LET US CREATE A HUMAN IN THE IMAGE OF GOD AND WITH THE LIKENESS.' THEY CREATED OUT OF EACH OTHER AND ALL THEIR POWERS. THEY MOLDED A FORM OUT OF THEMSELVES AND EACH ONE OF (THEIR) POWERS CREATED FROM ITS POWER A SOUL. THEY CREATED BY IMITATING THE IMAGE WHICH THEY HAD SEEN, THE IMAGE OF THE ONE WHO EXISTS FROM THE BEGINNING, THE PERFECT HUMAN. THEY SAID, 'LET US GIVE HIM THE NAME ADAM SO THAT THAT NAME AND ITS POWER MIGHT ILLUMINE US.' AND THE POWERS BEGAN (CREATING THEIR RESPECTIVE SOULS) FROM (THE IMAGE) BELOW: THE FIRST IS DIVINITY; IT IS A SOUL OF BONE. THE SECOND IS CHRISTHOOD/GOODNESS {THE SECOND IS LORDSHIP}; IT IS A SOUL OF SINEW. THE THIRD IS FIRE; IT IS A SOUL OF FLESH {[THE THIRD IS BO]TH CHRISTHOOD/GOODNESS AND FIRE, IT IS A SOUL OF FLESH AND THE WHOLE FOUNDATION OF THE BODY}. THE FOURTH IS PRONOIA; IT IS A SOUL OF MARROW WHICH IS THE WHOLE FOUNDATION OF THE BODY. THE FIFTH IS KINGDOM; IT IS A SOUL [OF BLOOD]. THE SIXTH IS UNDERSTANDING IT IS A SOUL OF SKIN. {THE SIXTH IS [UNDERSTANDING]; IT IS A SOUL OF TOOTH WITH THE WHOLE BODY.} THE SEVENTH IS WISDOM; IT IS A SOUL OF HAIR. AND THEY SET THE WHOLE BODY IN ORDER. {AND THEY SET THE WHOLE HUMAN IN ORDER.} AND THEIR ANGELS STOOD BEFORE THEM. THEY CREATED A SUBSTANTIAL SOUL OUT OF THE THINGS WHICH HAD FIRST BEEN PREPARED BY THE AUTHORITIES, THE HARMONY OF THE JOINED PARTS. 17 {AND HE BLEW INTO IT FROM HIS SPIRIT, WHICH IS THE POWER FROM THE, MOTHER, OUT OF THE CHIEF RULER INTO THE BODY.} AND THEY CREATED THE WHOLE BODY, WHICH WAS JOINED TOGETHER BY THE MULTITUDE OF ANGELS. 18 AND IT REMAINED INACTIVE A LONG TIME BECAUSE NEITHER THE SEVEN AUTHORITIES NOR THE 360 ANGELS WHO HAD FORGED [THE LINKS OF THE CHAIN] WERE ABLE TO AWAKEN IT. AND (THE MOTHER) WANTED TO RETRIEVE THE POWER WHICH SHE HAD GIVEN TO THE RULER FROM (HER) AUDACITY. SHE WENT IN INNOCENCE AND ENTREATED THE FATHER OF THE ALL, WHOSE MERCY IS GREAT, AND THE LUMINOUS GOD. FOLLOWING A HOLY DESIGN, HE SENT AUTOGENES AND HIS FOUR LIGHTS IN THE SHAPE OF ANGELS OF THE CHIEF RULER. THEY ADVISED HIM WITH THE GOAL OF EXTRACTING THE POWER OF THE MOTHER FROM WITHIN HIM. THEY SAID TO HIM, 'BLOW INTO HIS FACE FROM THE SPIRIT WHICH IS IN YOU AND THE OBJECT WILL ARISE: AND HE BLEW INTO IT FROM HIS SPIRIT, WHICH IS THE POWER FROM THE MOTHER, INTO THE BODY. AND [AT THAT MOMENT] HE MOVED. IMMEDIATELY [THE REST OF THE] AUTHORITIES BECAME JEALOUS BECAUSE HE HAD COME INTO BEING THROUGH THEM ALL AND THEY HAD GIVEN THE POWERS THAT EXISTED WITHIN THEM TO THE HUMAN AND HE POSSESSED THE SOULS OF THE SEVEN AUTHORITIES AND THEIR POWERS. HIS WISDOM WAS GREATER THAN THEM ALL AND GREATER EVEN THAN THE CHIEF RULER. AND THEY KNEW THAT HE WAS NAKED OF EVIL BECAUSE HE WAS WISER THAN THEY AND HE HAD ENTERED INTO THE LIGHT. THEY LIFTED HIM AND BROUGHT HIM DOWN INTO THE LOWEST REGION OF ALL MATTER. BUT THE BLESSED FATHER IS A MERCIFUL BENEFACTOR. HE HAD MERCY ON THE [MOTHER'S] POWER THAT HAD BEEN TAKEN [FROM] THE [CHIEF] RULER LEST THEY MIGHT HAVE POWER OVER THE BODY. HE AND HIS MERCY SENT THE GOOD SPIRIT AS A HELPER TO THE PRIMAL ONE WHO HAD GONE DOWN, WHO WAS NAMED ADAM. (HIS HELPER IS) THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT, THE ONE WHOM HE NAMED LIFE. IT IS SHE WHO LABORS FOR THE WHOLE CREATION BY TOILING WITH HIM, BY SETTING HIM RIGHT IN HIS OWN PERFECT TEMPLE {[BY SETTING HIM] RIGHT [IN HIS OWN] FULLNESS}, AND BY TEACHING HIM ABOUT THE DESCENT OF HIS DEFICIENCY AND INSTRUCTING HIM ABOUT HIS ASCENT. AND THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT WAS HIDDEN WITHIN HIM SO THAT THE RULERS MIGHT NOT KNOW BUT OUR SISTER SOPHIA, WHO IS LIKE US, WOULD SET RIGHT HER DEFICIENCIES THROUGH THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT. 19 AND THE HUMAN SHONE BECAUSE OF THE SHADOW OF THE LIGHT WHICH IS IN HIM. AND HIS THINKING WAS SUPERIOR TO THOSE WHO HAD MADE HIM. {AND HIS THINKING WAS SUPERIOR TO THOSE WHO HAD MADE HIM AND, THE [WHOLE] HOST OF RULERS OF AUTHORITIES.} AND THEY BENT DOWN. THEY SAW THAT THE HUMAN WAS SUPERIOR TO THEM. THEY TOOK COUNSEL WITH THE WHOLE ANGELIC HOST OF THE RULERS AND THE REST OF THEIR POWERS. THEN THEY MIXED FIRE AND EARTH WITH WATER AND FLAME. THEY SEIZED THEM AND THE FOUR WINDS, BLOWING WITH FIRE, JOINING THEM WITH EACH OTHER, [MAKING A] GREAT DISTURBANCE; THEY BROUGHT HIM DOWN INTO THE SHADOW OF DEATH. YET AGAIN THEY MADE ANOTHER FORM FROM EARTH, WATER, FIRE, AND SPIRIT WHICH IS FROM MATTER, DARKNESS, DESIRE, AND THE ADVERSARIAL SPIRIT. THIS IS THE CHAIN. THIS IS THE TOMB OF THE MOLDED BODY WITH WHICH THEY CLOTHED THE HUMAN, THE FETTER OF THE FLESH. HE IS THE PRIMAL ONE WHO CAME DOWN AND THE PRIMAL PARTITION. BUT IT IS THE THOUGHT OF THE PRIMAL LIGHT WHO DWELLS IN HIM WHO AWAKENS HIS THINKING. {THIS IS THE CHAIN. THIS IS THE TOMB OF THE MOLDED BODY WITH WHICH THE ROBBERS CLOTHED THE HUMAN, THE CHAIN OF OBLIVION. AND IN THIS WAY, THE HUMAN BECOME MORTAL. THIS IS THE PRIMAL DESC[ENT] AND HIS PRIMAL PARTITION. BUT IT IS THE THOUGHT OF THE PRE-EXISTENT LIGHT WHO DWELLS IN HIM WHO AWAKENS HIS THINKING.} 20 THE CHIEF RULER TOOK HIM AND PLACED HIM IN PARADISE, OF WHICH HE SAID, 'IT IS [A] DELIGHT FOR HIM' BUT REALLY SO THAT HE MIGHT DECEIVE HIM. FOR THEIR DELIGHT IS BITTER AND THEIR BEAUTY IS LICENTIOUS. THEIR DELIGHT IS A DECEPTION AND THEIR TREE, IS INIQUITY. THEIR FRUIT IS AN INCURABLE POISON AND THEIR PROMISE IS DEATH TO HIM. {FOR [THEIR FLOOD WAS BITTER AND THEIR [BEAUTY] IS LICENTIOUS. THEIR FOOD WAS A DECEPTION AND THEIR TREES WERE [INIQUITY. THEIR FRUIT WAS AN INCURABLE POISON] AND THEIR PROMISE IS [DEATH] TO THEM.} THEIR TREE WHICH THEY PLANTED IS THE TREE OF LIFE. FOR MY PART, I WILL TEACH YOU ABOUT THE MYSTERY OF THEIR LIFE. IT IS THEIR COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT WHICH DWELLS IN THEM, WHOSE PURPOSE IS TO MAKE HIM WANDER SO THAT HE DOES NOT KNOW HIS PERFECTION. THAT TREE IS OF THIS SORT: ITS ROOT IS BITTER. ITS BRANCHES ARE SHADOWS OF DEATH. ITS LEAVES ARE, HATE AND DECEPTION. ITS FRAGRANCE IS AN OINTMENT OF EVIL. AND ITS FRUIT IS THE DESIRE FOR DEATH. ITS SEED DRINKS FROM DARKNESS {AND ITS SEED SPROUTED [FROM] DARKNESS.} THE DWELLING PLACE OF THOSE WHO TASTE IT IS HADES. BUT THE TREE WHICH THEY CALL 'KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL' IS THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT. CONCERNING HER THEY COMMANDED, 'DO NOT TASTE (OF IT),' WHICH MEANS 'DO NOT LISTEN TO HER.' THEY ISSUED THIS COMMANDMENT AGAINST HIM SO THAT HE MIGHT NOT LOOK UP TO HIS PERFECTION AND REALIZE THAT HE WAS NAKED OF HIS PERFECTION. BUT AS FOR ME, I SET THEM RIGHT SO THAT THEY WOULD EAT." I SAID TO HIM, "CHRIST, WAS IT NOT THE SERPENT WHO INSTRUCTED HER?" HE LAUGHED AND SAID, "THE SERPENT IS THE ONE WHO INSTRUCTED HER ABOUT THE SOWING OF DESIRE, POLLUTION, AND DESTRUCTION BECAUSE THEY ARE USEFUL TO IT. YET IT KNEW THAT SHE WOULD NOT OBEY IT BECAUSE SHE IS WISER THAN IT. {AND [HE SAID], "THE SERPENT APPEARED TO THEM [...] SOWING OF DESIRE, WHICH IS THE POLLUTION [...] DARKNESS SO THAT HE MIGHT BE USEFUL [TO IT]. [FOR] IT KNEW [THAT] HE WAS DISOBEDIENT TO IT BECAUSE HE WAS [WISER] THAN IT.} 21 AND HE WANTED TO BRING OUT THE POWER WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN TO HIM. AND HE CAST A TRANCE UPON ADAM." I SAID TO HIM, "CHRIST, WHAT IS THE TRANCE?" HE SAID, "IT IS NOT LIKE MOSES SAID THAT HE CAUSED HIM TO SLEEP BUT IT WAS HIS SENSIBILITY THAT HE COVERED WITH A SHROUD. HE WEIGHED HIM DOWN WITH INSENSIBILITY. {"ARE YOU THINKING THAT IT IS AS MOSES SAID, 'HE CAUSED HIM TO SLEEP'? NO, BUT IT WAS HIS SENSIBILITY THAT HE COVERED WITH INSENSIBILITY.} FOR INDEED IT IS SAID BY THE PROPHET, 'I WILL MAKE THE EARS OF THEIR HEARTS HEAVY SO THAT THEY MIGHT NOT UNDERSTAND AND MIGHT NOT SEE.' THEN THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT HID HERSELF IN HIM. AND ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, HE WANTED TO BRING HER FROM THE RIB. BUT THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT IS UNGRASPABLE. THE DARKNESS PURSUED HER, BUT IT WAS NOT ABLE TO LAY HOLD OF HER. HE WANTED TO BRING THE POWER FROM HIM (ADAM) TO MAKE ANOTHER KIND OF MOLDED FORM IN A WOMAN'S SHAPE. AND HE STOOD HER UP BEFORE HIM – NOT 'HE TOOK A RIB' AS MOSES SAID. HE CREATED THE WOMAN BESIDE HIM. IMMEDIATELY HE BECAME SOBER FROM THE DRUNKENNESS OF THE DARKNESS. THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT UNCOVERED THE SHROUD FROM HIS UNDERSTANDING. IMMEDIATELY WHEN HE RECOGNIZED HIS ESSENCE {IMMEDIATELY HE RECOGNIZED HIS FELLOW ESSENCE WHO IS LIKE HIM}, HE SAID, `NOW THIS IS BONE FROM MY BONE AND FLESH FROM MY FLESH. BECAUSE OF THIS MAN WILL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER AND HE WILL CLING TO HIS WIFE, AND FROM TWO THEY WILL BECOME A SINGLE FLESH.' FOR THE MOTHER'S PARTNER WILL BE SENT FORTH AND SHE WILL BE SET RIGHT. {FOR THE MOTHER'S CONSORT WAS SENT FORTH TO RECTIFY HER DEFICIENCIES}. BECAUSE OF THIS, ADAM NAMED HER THE MOTHER OF ALL THE LIVING BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE EXALTED HEIGHT AND THE REVELATION. EPINOIA TAUGHT HIM ABOUT KNOWLEDGE. FROM THE TREE IN THE FORM OF AN EAGLE, SHE TAUGHT HIM TO EAT OF KNOWLEDGE SO THAT HE MIGHT REMEMBER HIS PERFECTION {[SO THAT THEY MIGHT] REMEMBER THEIR FULLNESS} FOR BOTH WERE IN A FALLEN STATE OF IGNORANCE. 22 YALDABAOTH KNEW THAT THEY HAD WITHDRAWN FROM HIM. HE CURSED THEM. MOREOVER, HE ADDS CONCERNING THE FEMALE THAT THE MALE SHOULD RULE OVER HER FOR HE DOES NOT UNDERSTAND THE MYSTERY WHICH CAME TO PASS FROM THE DESIGN OF THE HOLY HEIGHT. BUT THEY WERE AFRAID TO CURSE HIM, THEREBY REVEALING HIS IGNORANCE. ALL HIS ANGELS CAST THEM OUT OF PARADISE {AND HE THREW THEM OUT OF PARADISE}. HE CLOTHED HIM WITH A DARK GLOOM. THEN YALDABAOTH SAW THE VIRGIN WHO STOOD BESIDE ADAM. HE WAS FULL OF SENSELESS FOLLY, DESIRING TO SOW A SEED IN HER. HE DEFILED HER. HE BEGAT THE FIRST SON, YAWE {YAWAI} THE BEAR FACE, AND SIMILARLY THE SECOND, ELOEIM THE CAT FACE. THE ONE IS RIGHTEOUS, WHILE THE OTHER IS UNRIGHTEOUS. ELOIM IS RIGHTEOUS; YAWE IS UNRIGHTEOUS. HE SET THE RIGHTEOUS ONE OVER FIRE AND SPIRIT, WHILE (HE SET) THE UNRIGHTEOUS ONE OVER WATER AND EARTH. AMONG THE GENERATIONS OF ALL HUMANITY, THESE ARE CALLED CAIN AND ABEL. UP TO THE PRESENT DAY, MARITAL INTERCOURSE CAME ABOUT FROM THE CHIEF RULER. HE PLANTED A DESIRE FOR SEED IN ADAM SO THAT FROM THIS ESSENCE (OF DESIRE) A LIKENESS FROM THEIR COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT MIGHT BE BEGOTTEN. {AND TO THE PRESENT DAY, SEXUAL INTERCOURSE CONTINUES, REMAINING FROM THE CHIEF ARCHON. AND [HE PLANTED] IN ADAM A SEED OF DESIRE SO THAT THROUGH THIS ESSENCE THEIR LIKENESS COULD BE BEGOTTEN THROUGH THE COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT.} HE SET TWO RULERS OVER THE PRINCIPALITIES SO THAT THEY MIGHT RULE OVER THE TOMB. HE RECOGNIZED HIS ESSENCE WHICH IS LIKE HIM {HE RECOGNIZED HIS OWN LAWLESSNESS}. ADAM BEGOT SETH JUST AS IT IS IN THE GENERATION WHICH IS ABOVE IN THE AEONS. LIKEWISE, THE MOTHER SENT WHAT BELONGS TO HER {LIKEWISE THEY SENT TO THE MOTHER HER OWN SPIRIT TO AWAKEN THOSE WHO ARE LIKE IT}; THE SPIRIT CAME DOWN TO IT (THE GENERATION) TO AWAKEN THE ESSENCE THAT IS LIKE IT (THE SPIRIT) FOLLOWING THE MODEL OF THE PERFECTION, TO AWAKEN THEM FROM FORGETFULNESS AND THE WICKEDNESS OF THE TOMB. AND IT (THE SPIRIT) REMAINED LIKE THIS FOR A WHILE: IT LABORED ON BEHALF OF HER SEED {AND [THUS] THEY RE[MAINED FOR] A WHILE, WHILE SHE LABORED ON BEHALF OF THE SEED } SO THAT WHEN THE SPIRIT FROM THE HOLY AEON SHOULD COME, IT WILL SET RIGHT THE DEFICIENCY BY (ESTABLISHING) THE UPRIGHTNESS OF THE AEON SO THAT IT MIGHT BECOME A HOLY PERFECTION; THUS IT WOULD COME TO PASS THAT THERE WOULD BE NO DEFICIENCY IN IT." 23 I SAID, "CHRIST, WILL THE SOULS OF EVERYONE LIVE IN THE PURE LIGHT?" {THEN [I] SAID, LORD, "WILL THE SOULS OF EVERY ONE BE SAVED FOR THE PURE LIGHT?"} HE SAID TO ME, "YOU HAVE ARRIVED AT AN INSIGHT OF GREAT THINGS SUCH AS ARE DIFFICULT TO DISCLOSE TO ANY OTHERS EXCEPT THOSE WHO ARE FROM THAT IMMOVABLE GENERATION. THOSE UPON WHOM THE SPIRIT OF THE LIFE DESCENDS, HAVING BEEN YOKED WITH THE POWER, THEY WILL BE SAVED AND BECOME PERFECT. AND THEY WILL BE WORTHY TO ENTER THESE REALMS OF THE GREAT LIGHTS. FOR THEY WILL BE WORTHY TO BE PURIFIED THERE FROM ALL EVIL AND THE ENTICEMENTS OF WICKEDNESS. {AND THEY WILL BE WORTHY OF THESE GREAT LIGHTS. FOR THERE THEY ARE PURIFIED FROM ALL WICKEDNESS AND THE CHAINS OF EVIL.} FOR THEY DO NOT GIVE THEMSELVES TO ANYTHING ELSE EXCEPT THIS INCORRUPTIBLE CONGREGATION AND THEY ATTEND TO IT WITHOUT ANGER OR ENVY OR FEAR OR DESIRE OR OVERINDULGENCE. THEY ARE NOT RESTRAINED BY ANY OF THESE NOR BY ANYTHING ELSE IN THEM EXCEPT ONLY THE FLESH {AND THEY ATTEND TO IT WITHOUT ANGER OR ENVY OR JEALOUSY OR DESIRE OR OVERINDULGENCE. THEY ARE NOT RESTRAINED [BY] ANY OF THESE (EXCEPT ONLY THE FLESH] } TO WHICH THEY ARE SUBJECT WHILE THEY ARE WAITING FERVENTLY FOR (THE TIME) WHEN THEY WILL BE BROUGHT FORTH AND THOSE WHO RECEIVE (THEM) WILL ADMIT THEM INTO THE HONOR OF THE IMPERISHABLE ETERNAL LIFE AND THE CALLING, ENDURING ALL THINGS, BEARING ALL THINGS SO THAT THEY MIGHT COMPLETE THE CONTEST AND INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE.” I SAID, "CHRIST, WHAT WILL THE SOULS DO, UPON WHOM THE POWER AND THE SPIRIT OF LIFE DESCENDED BUT WHO DID NOT DO THESE THINGS, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT ALSO BE SAVED?" {AND I SAID TO HIM, LORD, "WHERE ARE THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO DO NOT DO THESE THINGS OR WHERE WILL THOSE GO INTO WHOM THE SPIRIT OF LIFE AND THE POWER ENTERED? WILL THEY BE SAVED OR NOT?} HE SAID TO ME, "THOSE UPON WHOM THAT SPIRIT COMES WILL LIVE IN ANY CASE AND COME OUT FROM EVIL. {HE SAID TO, "THOSE INTO WHOM THE SPIRIT OF LIFE ENTERS WILL BE SAVED IN ANY CASE, THESE ONES FLEE FROM EVIL."} FOR THE POWER ENTERS INTO EVERY HUMAN BEING—FOR WITHOUT IT, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO STAND UPRIGHT. AFTER IT (THE SOUL) IS BORN, THEN THE SPIRIT OF LIFE IS BROUGHT TO IT. IF THE POWERFUL SPIRIT OF LIFE COMES, IT STRENGTHENS THE POWER, WHICH IS THE SOUL, AND IT IS NOT LED ASTRAY INTO WICKEDNESS. {AFTER THE HUMAN IS BORN, THE SPIRIT OF LIFE BRINGS THE COUNTERFEIT SPIRITS. IF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE [COMES], SINCE IT IS STRONG, IT STRENGTHENS [THE SOUL], WHICH IS THE POWER, AND IT IS NOT LED ASTRAY INTO WICKEDNESS.} BUT THOSE INTO WHOM THE COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT ENTERS ARE DRAWN BY IT AND THEY ARE LED ASTRAY." I SAID, "CHRIST, {I SAID, LORD,} WHEN THE SOULS [OF THOSE] LEAVE THE FLESH, WHERE WILL THEY GO?" HE LAUGHED AND SAID TO ME, "TO A PLACE OF THE SOUL, WHICH IS THE POWER THAT IS GREATER THAN THE COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT. THIS (SOUL) IS POWERFUL. IT FLEES FROM THE WORKS OF WICKEDNESS AND IT IS SAVED BY THE INCORRUPTIBLE OVERSIGHT AND BROUGHT UP TO THE REPOSE OF THE AEONS." I SAID, "CHRIST, {I SAID, "LORD,} WHAT ABOUT THOSE WHO DO NOT KNOW THE ALL—WHAT ARE THEIR SOULS OR WHERE WILL THEY GO?" HE SAID TO ME, "IN THOSE, A COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT PROLIFERATED BY CAUSING THEM TO STUMBLE. {HE SAID TO ME, "IT IS THESE THAT THE COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT HAS BURDENED WHEN THEY STUMBLED.} AND IN THAT WAY, HE BURDENS THEIR SOUL AND DRAWS IT INTO WORKS OF WICKEDNESS, AND HE LEADS IT INTO FORGETFULNESS. AFTER IT HAS BECOME NAKED IN THIS WAY, HE HANDS IT OVER TO THE AUTHORITIES WHO CAME INTO BEING FROM THE RULER. AND AGAIN, THEY CAST THEM INTO FETTERS. {AND IN THIS WAY AFTER BECOMING NAKED OF THE BODY, THEY ARE HANDED OVER TO THE AUTHORITIES WHO CAME INTO BEING THROUGH THE RULER. AGAIN [THEY CAST] THEM INTO (BODILY) PARTS.} AND THEY CONSORT WITH THEM UNTIL THEY ARE SAVED FROM FORGETFULNESS AND IT RECEIVES SOME KNOWLEDGE. AND IN THIS WAY, IT BECOMES PERFECT AND IS SAVED." I SAID, "CHRIST, HOW DOES THE SOUL BECOME SMALLER AND ENTER AGAIN INTO THE NATURE OF THE MOTHER OR THE HUMAN?" HE REJOICED WHEN I ASKED THIS, AND HE SAID, "BLESSED ARE YOU FOR PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION! BECAUSE OF THIS THEY SUBMIT THEMSELVES TO ANOTHER WHO HAS THE SPIRIT OF LIFE IN IT. BY FOLLOWING AND OBEYING HIM, IT IS SAVED, AND OF COURSE IT DOES NOT ENTER ANOTHER FLESH." I SAID TO HIM, "CHRIST, WHERE ARE THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO UNDERSTOOD BUT TURNED AWAY?" {I SAID, "LORD, THOSE WHO DID UNDERSTAND YET THEY TURNED BACK, WHERE ARE THEIR SOULS OR WHERE WILL THEY WITHDRAW?"} HE SAID TO ME, "THOSE TO WHOM REPENTANCE DID NOT COME WILL GO TO THE PLACE TO WHICH THE ANGELS OF POVERTY WILL WITHDRAW. AND THEY WILL BE GUARDED FOR THE DAY WHEN ALL THOSE WHO BLASPHEMED AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL BE PUNISHED. THEY WILL BE TORTURED IN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT." {AND [THEY] WILL BE GUARDED FOR THE DAY WHEN ALL THOSE WHO BLASPHEMED AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT WITH AN ETERNAL BLASPHEMY WILL BE PUNISHED.} 24 I SAID, "CHRIST, WHERE DID THE COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT COME FROM?'' HE SAID TO ME, "(IT ALL BEGAN) WHEN THE MOTHER WHOSE MERCY IS GREAT AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE COMPASSIONATE, WHO TROUBLES HERSELF WITH US—THE SEED THAT IS, THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT AWAKENED THE THINKING OF HUMAN BEINGS OF THE GENERATION OF THE ETERNAL, LUMINOUS, PERFECT HUMAN. THEN THE CHIEF RULER KNEW THAT THEY SURPASSED HIM IN THE EXCELLENCE OF THEIR WISDOM. HE WANTED TO RESTRICT THEIR PLAN FOR HE WAS IGNORANT. HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND [THAT] THEY WERE WISER THAN HE. HE MADE A PLAN WITH HIS POWERS. {HE MADE A PLAN AND BEGOT FATE.} THEY BEGOT FATE AND THEY BOUND THE GODS OF HEAVEN AND ANGELS AND DEMONS AND HUMAN BEINGS WITH MEASURES AND SEASONS AND TIMES IN ORDER TO KEEP THEM ALL IN ITS FETTER—FOR IT WAS LORD OVER THEM ALL. HE HAD A WICKED AND PERVERTED THOUGHT, AND HE HAD REGRETS ABOUT ALL THE THINGS WHICH HAD COME INTO BEING THROUGH HIM. HE PLANNED TO BRING A FLOOD OVER THE WHOLE ERECTION OF HUMANITY. AND THE GREATNESS OF PRONOIA, WHO IS THE EPINOIA OF LIGHT, INSTRUCTED NOAH. {AND THE GREATNESS OF PRONOIA PRODUCED A THOUGHT, WHICH IS EPINOIA. SHE APPEARED TO [NOAH].} HE PREACHED TO PEOPLE, BUT THEY DID NOT BELIEVE HIM. IT IS NOT LIKE MOSES SAID, THAT HE HID HIMSELF IN AN ARK, BUT SHE SHELTERED HIM SOMEWHERE NOT NOAH MORE (THAN OTHERS) BUT ALSO SOME PEOPLE FROM THE IMMOVABLE GENERATION. THEY ENTERED A PLACE. THEY WERE SHELTERED BY A LUMINOUS CLOUD. AND HE RECOGNIZED HIS SOVEREIGNTY ALONG WITH THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM IN THE LIGHT WHICH ILLUMINED THEM, {AND THEY RECOGNIZED THE SOVEREIGNTY ABOVE AND THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM WHEN THE LIGHT ILLUMINED THEM} FOR DARKNESS FLOWED OUT OVER EVERYTHING UPON THE EARTH. 25 HE MADE A PLAN WITH HIS ANGELS. THEIR ANGELS WERE SENT TO THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN SO THAT THEY MIGHT RAISE OFFSPRING FROM THEM, TO BE A RESPITE FOR THEM. BUT AT FIRST, THEY DID NOT SUCCEED. THEY ALL CAME TOGETHER TO MAKE A PLAN TO CREATE THE COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT—FOR THEY REMEMBERED THE SPIRIT WHICH HAD DESCENDED. AND THE ANGELS ALTERED THEIR APPEARANCE INTO THE LIKENESS OF THEIR HUSBANDS AND THEIR 'HUSBANDS' SATED THEM WITH THE SPIRIT, WHICH MOLESTED THEM IN THE DARKNESS OUT OF WICKEDNESS. "THEY BROUGHT THEM GOLD, SILVER, GIFTS, AND METALS OF COPPER, IRON, AND EVERY SORT. THEY BEGUILED THEM INTO TEMPTATION {AND THEY [BE]GUILED THEM INTO DISTRACTIONS} SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT REMEMBER THEIR IMMOVABLE PRONOIA. THEY TOOK THEM AND BEGOT CHILDREN OUT OF DARKNESS THROUGH THEIR COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT. IT CLOSED THEIR HEARTS. THEY BECAME HARD BY THE HARDENING OF THE COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT UNTIL NOW. 26 SO AGAIN THE BLESSED MOTHER FATHER, WHOSE MERCY IS GREAT, TAKES FORM IN HER SEED. 27 FIRST I WENT UP TO THIS PERFECT AEON. AND IT IS TO YOU (JOHN) THAT I SPEAK THESE THINGS SO THAT YOU MIGHT WRITE THEM DOWN AND GIVE THEM IN SECRET TO YOUR FELLOW SPIRITS. FOR THIS MYSTERY BELONGS TO THE IMMOVABLE GENERATION. THE MOTHER HAD COME ANOTHER TIME BEFORE ME. THESE ARE ALSO THE THINGS WHICH SHE DID IN THE WORLD. SHE SET HER SEED UPRIGHT {SHE WAS [RECTIFYING] HER DEFICIENCY.} I WILL TEACH YOU ABOUT WHAT WILL HAPPEN. FOR INDEED I GAVE THESE THINGS TO YOU SO THAT YOU MIGHT WRITE THEM DOWN AND KEEP THEM SECURE." THEN HE SAID TO ME, "CURSED BE ANYONE WHO WILL EXCHANGE THESE THINGS FOR A GIFT, WHETHER FOR FOOD OR DRINK OR CLOTHING OR ANYTHING ELSE LIKE THESE." {THEN HE SAID TO ME, "[CUR]SED BE EVERY ONE WHO WILL GIVE THESE IN EXCHANGE FOR A GIFT, WHETHER SILVER OR [GOLD OR] IN EXCHANGE FOR DRINK OR FOR [THINGS TO] EAT OR CLOTHING OR ANYTHING ELSE LIKE THESE.} HE HANDED OVER THIS MYSTERY TO HIM. IMMEDIATELY HE DISAPPEARED FROM HIM. AND HE (JOHN) WENT TO HIS FELLOW DISCIPLES. HE BEGAN TELLING THEM ABOUT THE THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN SAID TO HIM BY THE SAVIOR. 
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1 THE TEACHING OF THE SAVIOR AND THE RE[VEL]ATION OF THE MYSTERIES [TOGETHER WITH THE THINGS] HIDDEN IN SILENCE AND THOSE (THINGS) WHICH HE TAUGHT TO JOHN, HIS DISCIPLE. 2 [NOW] IT HAPPENED ONE DAY WHEN JOHN [THE BROTHER] OF JAMES, THE SO[N]S OF ZEBEDEE, WAS GOING UP TO THE TEMPLE, A PHARISEE NAMED ARIMANIOS APPROACHED HIM. AND HE SAID TO HIM, "WHERE IS YOUR TEACHER, THE ONE WHOM YOU USED TO FOLLOW?" I [SAID] TO HIM, "HE RETURNED TO THE PLA[CE] FROM WHICH HE CAME." THE PHARISEE [SAID TO ME, "THIS NAZORENE] DECEIVED YOU (PL.) WITH ERROR. HE FILLED [YOUR (PL.) EARS WITH LIES], AND HE SHUT [YOUR HEARTS. HE TURNED YOU (PL.)] FROM THE TRADITIONS OF YOUR FATHERS." WHEN I, JOHN, HEARD] THESE THINGS, [I TURNED] FROM THE TEMPLE TO A MOUNTAINOUS AND DESERT PLACE AND I GRIEVED [GREATLY IN MY HEART, ASKING] "HOW [WAS THE SAVIOR APPOINTED?"] AND "WHY WAS HE SENT [INTO THE WORLD] BY HIS FATHER? WHO IS HIS FATHER WHO [SENT HIM? AND OF WHAT SORT] IS [THAT] AEON [TO WHICH WE WILL GO?] FOR WHAT DID HE SLAY ABOUT IT? HE TOLD US] THAT THE AEON TO WHICH WE WILL GO IS MODELED ON THE [INDESTRUCTIBLE] AEON, BUT HE DID NOT TEACH US ABOUT WHAT SORT THE LATTER IS." 3 JUST THEN, WHILE I WAS THINKING THESE THINGS, BEHOLD THE [HEAVENS OPENED, AND] THE [WHOLE] CREATION BELOW THE HEAVEN [WAS] ILLUMINATED. AND [THE WORLD] QUAKED. [I] WAS [AFRAID AND BEHOLD] IN THE LIGHT [I] SAW A CHILD STANDING BY ME. WHEN I SAW HIM, HE BECAME LIKE AN OLD PERSON AND HE SHIFTED HIS SEMBLANCE, BECOMING LIKE A SERVANT. THESE (SEMBLANCES) BEFORE ME WERE NOT MULTIPLE BEINGS BUT THERE WAS ONLY A (SINGLE) LIKENESS [HAVING] MANY FORMS IN THE LIGHT. AND THE [SEMBLANCES] APPEARED THROUGH EACH OTHER, AND THE SEMBLANCE HAD THREE FORMS. [HE] SAID TO ME, "JOHN, JOHN, WHY DO YOU DOUBT AND WHY [ARE YOU] FEARFUL? ARE [YOU] ARE A STRANGER TO THIS LIKENESS? THIS IS TO SAY, DO NOT [BE] FAINTHEARTED! I AM THE ONE WHO [DWELLS WITH YOU (PL.)] ALWAYS. I [AM THE FATHER. I AM] THE MOTHER. I AM THE SON. I AM THE ONE WHO IS UNDEFILED AND UNPOLLUTED. [NOW I HAVE COME TO TEACH] YOU WHAT EXISTS AND WHAT HAS COME INTO BEING AND WHAT MUST [COME INTO BEING SO THAT YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THE] THINGS WHICH ARE NOT APPARENT [AND THOSE WHICH ARE APPARENT, AND TO TEACH] YOU ABOUT THE [IMMOVABLE] GENERATION OF THE PERFECT HUMAN. NOW, [THEN LIFT UP] YOUR [FACE SO THAT] YOU WILL [RECEIVE] THE THINGS THAT [I WILL TEACH YOU] TODAY [AND YOU WILL TELL THEM TO YOUR FELLOW] SPIRITS WHO COME FROM THE IMMOVABLE GENERATION OF THE PERFECT HUMAN. 4 AND [I ASKED SO THAT I MIGHT [KNOW. AND HE SAID] TO ME, "THE MONAD IS A MONARCHY WITHOUT ANYTHING EXISTING OVER IT. [IT EXISTS AS THE GOD] AND FATHER OF THE ALL., THE INVISIBLE WHICH DWELLS ABOVE [THE ALL, ...] IMPERISHABLENESS WHICH EXISTS AS THE PURE LIGHT UPON WHICH IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR ANY EYE TO GAZE. [IT IS THE] INVISIBLE [SPIRIT], AND IT IS NOT APPROPRIATE [TO CONSIDER IT] TO BE LIKE THE GODS OR THAT IT IS SOMETHING SIMILAR. FOR IT IS MORE THAN DIVINE, [WITHOUT ANYTHING] EXISTING OVER IT. FOR NOTHING LORDS [OVER IT]. [. . .] NOT [...] IN ANYTHING LESS [... EXISTS IN IT. IT ALONE [IS ETERNAL] SINCE IT DOES NOT NEED [ANYTHING.] FOR IT IS TOTALLY PERFECT. [IT] DOES NOT [LACK] ANYTHING SUCH THAT [ANYTHING] WOULD PERFECT IT, [BUT] IT IS ALWAYS COMPLETELY PERFECT IN [LIGHT]. IT CANNOT BE LIMITED BECAUSE THERE IS NOTHING [BEFORE IT] TO LIMIT IT. [IT IS] INSCRUTABLE BECAUSE THERE IS NO ONE WHO EXISTS BEFORE IT [TO SCRUTININE IT.] IT IS IMMEASURABLE BECAUSE THERE IS NOTHING [WHICH EXISTS BEFORE IT TO MEASURE] IT. [IT IS] INVISIBLE BECAUSE THERE IS NO ONE TO SEE [IT. IT IS AN ETERNITY EXISTING] ETERNALLY. [IT IS INEFFABLE BECAUSE] THERE IS NO ONE ABLE TO COMPREHEND IT IN ORDER TO SPEAK ABOUT IT. IT IS UNNAMEABLE BECAUSE [THERE IS NO ONE BEFORE IT] TO NAME [IT.] IT IS [THE IMMEASURABLE LIGHT,] WHICH IS PURE, HOLY, AND UNPOLLUTED. IT IS INEFFABLE BEING PERFECT IN INCORRUPTIBILITY. (IT DOES) [NOT] (EXIST) IN PERFECTION, BLESSEDNESS, OR DIVINITY BUT IT IS [FAR] SUPERIOR (TO THESE). IT IS NEITHER CORPOREAL NOR INCORPOREAL. [IT] IS NOT LARGE OR SMALL. [IT IS NOT] SUCH THAT ONE COULD [SAY] THAT IT HAS QUANTITY OR [QUALITY]. FOR IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR ANYONE [TO KNOW IT]. IT IS NOT SOMETHING AMONG [EXISTING THINGS, BUT IT IS] FAR SUPERIOR—[NOT] AS [BEING SUPERIOR] (TO OTHERS AS THOUGH IT IS COMPARABLE TO THEM) BUT AS THAT WHICH BELONGS TO ITSELF. IT DOES NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE AEONS OR IN TIME (AS A CONSTITUTIVE PART OF THEM). FOR THAT WHICH PARTICIPATES IN AN AEON WAS FIRST PREPARED (BY OTHERS). IT WAS NOT GIVEN A PORTION IN TIME [BECAUSE] IT DOES NOT RECEIVE ANYTHING FROM ANOTHER- FOR [WHATEVER] IT RECEIVED WOULD BE RECEIVED AS A LOAN. FOR WHAT EXISTS PRIOR TO ANYTHING ELSE IS NOT DEFICIENT SUCH THAT IT SHOULD RECEIVE [FROM ANYTHING]. FOR THIS ONE GAZES MARVELING AT ITSELF [ALONE] IN ITS LIGHT. [...] FOR IT IS A VASTNESS. [IT POSSESSES THE IMMEASURABLE SIMPLICITY. [IT IS] AN AEON GIVING AEON, LIFE GIVING LIFE, A BLESSED ONE GIVING BLESSEDNESS, A KNOWLEDGE GIVING UNDERSTANDING, A GOOD ONE GIVING GOODNESS. IT IS MERCY GIVING MERCY AND SALVATION. IT IS GRACE GIVING GRACE NOT SUCH THAT IT POSSESSES IT BUT THAT IT GIVES. 5 [HOW AM I TO SPEAK] WITH YOU ABOUT THE IMMEASURABLE, INCOMPREHENSIBLE LIGHT? [FOR] ITS [AEON] IS INDESTRUCTIBLE, BEING TRANQUIL [AND] EXISTING IN [SILENCE, BEING AT REST]. IT EXISTS PRIOR [TO THE ALL, FOR] IT IS THE HEAD OF [ALL] THE AEONS [AND] IT GIVES THEM STRENGTH IN ITS GOODNESS. FOR WE DO NOT [UNDERSTAND THESE INEFFABLE MATTERS, AND] NONE OF US KNOWS THOSE [IMMEASURABLE] THINGS EXCEPT FOR THE ONE WHO APPEARED FROM THE FATHER. THIS IS THE ONE WHO [SPOKE TO US ALONE]. FOR (IT IS) THE ONE WHO GAZES AT ITSELF [ALONE] IN ITS LIGHT THAT SURROUNDS [IT], WHICH IS THE SPRING OF THE LIVING WATER. AND IT PROVIDES FOR [ALL] THE AEONS. AND IN EVERY WAY, IT GAZES UPON ITS IMAGE, SEEING IT IN THE SPRING OF THE SPIRIT, WILLING IN ITS LIGHT-WATER WHICH IS IN THE SPRING OF THE PURE LIGHT-WATER WHICH SURROUNDS IT. AND [ITS THINKING BECAME A] THING. AND SHE WHO APPEARED IN ITS PRESENCE IN THE LUMINESCENCE OF ITS LIGHT WAS REVEALED. SHE IS THE FIRST [POWER WHO CAME INTO] BEING BEFORE THEM ALL…SHE APPEARED FROM ITS THOUGHT, [THE PRONOIA OF THE ALL], HER LIGHT [...] LIGHT, THE [PERFECT] POWER, THAT IS, [THE IMAGE OF THE PERFECT INVISIBLE VIRGINAL SPIRIT, THE FIRST POWER, THE GLORY OF BARBELO, THE GLORY WHICH IS PERFECT IN THE AEONS, THE GLORY OF THE REVELATION. [SHE] GLORIFIED THE VIRGINAL SPIRIT AND PRAISED IT SINCE SHE HAD APPEARED BECAUSE OF IT. THAT ONE IS THE FIRST THOUGHT (PROTENNOIA) OF ITS IMAGE. SHE BECAME A WOMB FOR THE ALL BECAUSE SHE IS PRIOR TO THEM ALL, THE MOTHER-FATHER, THE FIRST HUMAN, THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE TRIPLE MALE, THE TRIPLE POWER, THE TRIPLE NAMED ANDROGYNE, AND THE ETERNAL AEON AMONG THE INVISIBLE ONES, AND THE FIRST TO COME FORTH. 6 BARBELO REQUESTED THE INVISIBLE VIRGINAL SPIRIT TO GIVE HER FOREKNOWLEDGE. AND THE SPIRIT STARED. WHEN [IT STARED], FOREKNOWLEDGE WAS REVEALED AND STOOD WITH PRONOIA. SHE IS FROM THE THOUGHT OF THE INVISIBLE VIRGINAL SPIRIT. SHE GLORIFIED IT AND ITS PERFECT POWER BARBELO, FOR IT WAS BECAUSE OF HER THAT SHE HAD COME INTO BEING. AND AGAIN, SHE REQUESTED (IT) TO GIVE HER INDESTRUCTIBILITY. AND IT STARED. AND IN [ITS STARING], INDESTRUCTIBILITY [WAS REVEALED. AND SHE STOOD WITH THOUGHT AND FOREKNOWLEDGE. SHE GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE ONE AND BARBELO, FOR THEY HAD COME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF HER. AND BARBELO REQUESTED (IT) TO GIVE HER ETERNAL LIFE. AND THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT STARED. AND IN ITS STARING, ETERNAL LIFE WAS REVEALED. AND THEY STOOD. THEY GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND BARBELO, FOR THEY HAD COME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF HER. AND AGAIN, SHE ASKED (IT) TO GIVE TO HER TRUTH. AND THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT STARED. TRUTH WAS REVEALED. AND THEY STOOD. THEY GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT WHO WAS APPROVING AND HIS BARBELO, FOR THEY HAD COME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF HER. THIS IS THE PENTAD OF THE AEONS OF THE FATHER, WHO IS THE FIRST HUMAN, THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. THIS IS PRONOIA, NAMELY: BARBELO, THOUGHT, FOREKNOWLEDGE, INDESTRUCTIBILITY, ETERNAL LIFE, AND TRUTH. THIS IS THE ANDROGYNOUS PENTAD OF THE AEONS WHICH IS THE DECAD OF AEONS, THE FATHER. 7 AND IT GAZED INTO BARBELO IN THE PURE LIGHT WHICH SURROUNDS THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND ITS LUMINESCENCE, AND SHE CONCEIVED FROM IT. IT BEGOT A SPARK OF LIGHT IN A LIGHT RESEMBLING BLESSEDNESS, BUT IT WAS [NOT] EQUAL TO ITS GREATNESS. THIS ONE WAS ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE MOTHER-FATHER WHO HAD APPEARED. HE IS HIS ONLY OFFSPRING, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER, THE PURE LIGHT. THEN THE INVISIBLE VIRGINAL SPIRIT REJOICED OVER THE LIGHT [WHICH] HAD COME INTO BEING, THAT ONE WHO FIRST APPEARED FROM THE FIRST POWER OF ITS PRONOIA, WHICH IS BARBELO. AND IT ANOINTED HIM FROM ITS OWN GOODNESS/CHRISTHOOD UNTIL HE BECAME PERFECT, NOT LACKING ANYTHING OF GOODNESS/CHRISTHOOD BECAUSE IT HAD ANOINTED HIM IN THE GOODNESS/CHRISTHOOD OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. AND HE STOOD IN ITS PRESENCE WHILE IT POURED UPON HIM. AND IMMEDIATELY WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED FROM THE SPIRIT, HE GLORIFIED THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE PERFECT PRONOIA, FOR HE HAD BEEN REVEALED BECAUSE OF HER. AND HE ASKED TO BE GIVEN A FELLOW WORKER, WHICH IS MIND. AND IT STARED. AND IN THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT'S ACT OF STARING, MIND WAS REVEALED. AND HE STOOD WITH CHRIST, GLORIFYING HIM AND BARBELO, FOR ALL THESE CAME INTO BEING IN SILENCE. AND THOUGHT WILLED TO CREATE A WORK THROUGH THE WORD OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT, AND HIS WILL BECAME A WORK. AND HE WAS REVEALED WITH MIND AND LIGHT, GLORIFYING IT. AND THE WORD FOLLOWED THE WILL. FOR BECAUSE OF THE WORD, CHRIST THE DIVINE AUTOGENES CREATED THE ALL. ETERNAL LIFE WITH WILL, AND MIND WITH FOREKNOWLEDGE STOOD. THEY GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND BARBELO FOR THEY HAD COME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF HER. AND THE HOLY SPIRIT PERFECTED THE DIVINE AUTOGENES, THE SON OF ITSELF AND BARBELO, SO HE MIGHT STAND BEFORE THE GREAT AND INVISIBLE VIRGINAL SPIRIT. THE DIVINE AUTOGENES, THE CHRIST, (IS) THAT ONE WHO HONORED IT WITH A MIGHTY VOICE. HE APPEARED THROUGH THE PRONOIA. AND THE INVISIBLE VIRGINAL SPIRIT PLACED AUTOGENES AS TRUE GOD OVER THE ALL NAND IT SUBJECTED TO HIM ALL AUTHORITY AND THE TRUTH WHICH DWELLS IN IT SO THAT HE MIGHT KNOW THE ALL. (HE IS) THAT ONE WHOSE NAME THEY CALL BY A NAME WHICH IS MORE EXALTED THAN ANY NAME. FOR THEY WILL SAY THAT NAME TO THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY OF IT. 8 FOR FROM THE LIGHT, WHICH IS THE CHRIST, AND INDESTRUCTIBILITY, THROUGH THE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT, HE GAZED OUT SO AS TO CAUSE THE FOUR LIGHTS FROM THE DIVINE AUTOGENES TO STAND BEFORE HIM. AND THE THREE (ARE): WILL, THOUGHT, AND LIFE. AND THE FOUR POWERS ARE: UNDERSTANDING, GRACE, PERCEPTION, AND PRUDENCE. NOW IT IS GRACE WHICH DWELLS IN THE LIGHT AEON ARMOZEL, WHO IS THE FIRST ANGEL. AND THREE OTHER AEONS ARE WITH THIS AEON: GRACE, TRUTH, FORM. AND THE SECOND LIGHT ORIAEL IS THE ONE WHO WAS ESTABLISHED OVER THE SECOND AEON. AND THREE OTHER AEONS ARE WITH HIM: PRONOIA, PERCEPTION, MEMORY. AND THE THIRD LIGHT IS DAVEITHAI, THE ONE WHO WAS ESTABLISHED OVER THE THIRD AEON. AND THE THREE OTHER AEONS WITH HIM ARE: UNDERSTANDING, LOVE, AND LIKENESS. AND THE FOURTH AEON WAS ESTABLISHED OVER THE FOURTH LIGHT ELELETH. AND THE THREE AEONS WITH HIM ARE: PERFECTION, PEACE, WISDOM. THESE ARE THE FOUR LIGHTS WHO STAND BEFORE THE DIVINE AUTOGENES. THESE ARE THE TWELVE AEONS WHICH STAND BEFORE THE SON OF THE GREAT AUTOGENES CHRIST, THROUGH THE WILL AND THE GIFT OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. AND THE TWELVE AEONS BELONG TO THE SON OF AUTOGENES. 9 AND THE ALL WAS FIRMLY FOUNDED THROUGH THE WILL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THROUGH AUTOGENES. AND FROM THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THE PERFECT MIND THROUGH THE REVELATION OF THE WILL OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND THE WILL OF AUTOGENES, THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT NAMED THE PERFECT HUMAN, THE FIRST REVELATION AND THE TRUTH, PIGERA-ADAMAS. AND IT SET HIM UP OVER THE FIRST AEON WITH THE GREAT AUTOGENES CHRIST, BESIDE THE FIRST LIGHT, ARMOZEL. AND ITS POWERS DWELLED WITH HIM. AND THE INVISIBLE ONE GAVE HIM AN UNCONQUERABLE INTELLECTUAL POWER. AND HE SPOKE AND GLORIFIED AND PRAISED THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT, SAYING, BECAUSE OF YOU THE ALL CAME INTO BEING AND IT IS TO YOU THAT THE ALL WILL RETURN. AND I WILL PRAISE AND GLORIFY YOU AND AUTOGENES WITH THE THREE AEONS: THE FATHER, THE MOTHER, THE CHILD, THE PERFECT POWER.' AND IT SET UP HIS CHILD SETH OVER THE SECOND AEON BESIDE THE SECOND LIGHT OROIEL. AND IN THE THIRD AEON WERE SET UP THE SEED OF SETH OVER THE THIRD LIGHT, DAVEITHAI. AND THE HOLY SOULS WERE SET UP. IN THE FOURTH AEON WERE SET UP THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO WERE IGNORANT OF THE FULLNESS AND DID NOT REPENT IMMEDIATELY BUT THEY PERSISTED A WHILE. AND AFTERWARD THEY REPENTED. THEY DWELLED BESIDE THE FOURTH LIGHT ELELETH. THESE ARE THE CREATURES WHO GLORIFY THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. 10 SOPHIA OF THE EPINOIA, BEING AN AEON, THOUGHT A THOUGHT FROM WITHIN HERSELF AND THE THOUGHT OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND FOREKNOWLEDGE. SHE WILLED A LIKENESS TO APPEAR FROM WITHIN HERSELF WITHOUT THE WILL OF THE SPIRIT—IT HAD NOT APPROVED—AND WITHOUT HER PARTNER AND WITHOUT HIS CONSIDERATION. FOR THE COUNTENANCE OF HER MASCULINITY DID NOT APPROVE, AND SHE HAD NOT FOUND HER PARTNER. SHE DELIBERATED APART FROM THE WILL OF THE SPIRIT AND THE UNDERSTANDING OF HER PARTNER. SHE BROUGHT FORTH. BECAUSE OF THE UNCONQUERABLE POWER WITHIN HER, HER THOUGHT DID NOT REMAIN IDLE. AND AN IMPERFECT PRODUCT APPEARED FROM HER, AND IT WAS DIFFERENT FROM HER PATTERN BECAUSE SHE CREATED IT WITHOUT HER PARTNER. AND IT WAS NOT PATTERNED AFTER THE LIKENESS OF ITS MOTHER, FOR IT HAD A DIFFERENT FORM. WHEN SHE SAW (THE PRODUCT OF) HER WILL, IT WAS DIFFERENT, A MODEL OF A LION-FACED SERPENT. HIS EYES WERE LIKE FLASHING FIRES OF LIGHTNING. SHE CAST HIM OUT FROM HER, OUTSIDE OF THOSE PLACES SO THAT NONE AMONG THE IMMORTALS MIGHT SEE HIM, FOR SHE HAD CREATED HIM IN IGNORANCE. AND SHE SURROUNDED HIM WITH A LUMINOUS CLOUD. AND SHE PLACED A THRONE IN THE MIDST OF THE CLOUD IN ORDER THAT NO ONE MIGHT SEE HIM EXCEPT THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO IS CALLED THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING. SHE NAMED HIM YALTABAOTH. THIS IS THE CHIEF RULER, THE ONE WHO GOT A GREAT POWER FROM HIS MOTHER. 11 AND HE WITHDREW FROM HER AND HE ABANDONED THE PLACED WHERE HE HAD BEEN BORN. HE SEIZED (ANOTHER PLACE). HE CREATED FOR HIMSELF ANOTHER AEON INSIDE A BLAZE OF LUMINOUS FIRE, WHICH STILL EXISTS NOW.  AND HE WAS STUPEFIED IN HIS MADNESS, THE ONE WHO DWELLS WITHIN HIM, AND HE BEGAT SOME AUTHORITIES FOR HIMSELF. THE NAME OF THE FIRST IS ATHOTH, THE ONE WHOM THE GENERATIONS CALL THE [REAPER]. THE SECOND IS HARMAS, WHO IS [THE EYE] OF ENVY. THE THIRD IS KALILA-OUMBRI. THE FOURTH IS YABEL. THE FIFTH IS ADONAIOU, WHO IS CALLED SABAOTH. THE SIXTH IS CAIN, WHOM THE GENERATIONS OF HUMANITY CALL THE SUN. THE SEVENTH IS ABEL. THE EIGHTH IS ABRISENE. THE NINTH IS YOBEL. THE TENTH IS ARMOUPIEEL. THE ELEVENTH IS MELCHEIR-ADONEIN. THE TWELFTH IS BELIAS [LUCIFER KNOWN AS SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL & VICTORIA KNOWN AS BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] WHO RULES OVER THE VERY DEPTH OF HADES [HELL] [TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH WAS CREATED BY LUCIFER & VICTORIA IN JAMES 1:13-15 AND THE LORD NEVER DID CREATE TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH [ALL MURDERS IS ALWAYS WITH EVIL INTENT & NEVER ACCIDENTAL, DONE BY AS EVIL CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] & NEVER DONE BY THE LORD OR HIS SUPREME COMMAND AS GOOD CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] OR ALL KILLINGS CAN BE WITH INTENT DONE BY THE LORD OR HIS SUPREME COMMAND AS GOOD CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] WITH GOOD INTENT OR ALL ACCIDENTAL HOMICIDES & THE LORD DAMNS THOSE APPOINTED AUTHORITIES WHO FALSELY ACCUSES & FALSELY CONVICTS MURDERS AS KILLERS & KILLERS AS MURDERS & ANY SEXUAL WORLDLY AUTHORITY, ANY SEXUAL LAW AUTHORITY, ANY SEXUAL MILITARY AUTHORITY & ANY SEXUAL GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY THAT ABSOLUTELY NEVER ETERNALLY ENFORCES THE SEXLESS LORD’S 10 SEXLESS COMMANDMENTS & ALL OTHER SEXLESS COMMANDMENTS, DOES IN FACT SEXUALLY RULE IN SEXUAL ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23] & SHALL BE SUPREMELY IMPARTIALLY JUDGED ACCORDINGLY & INFALLIBLY & INERRANTLY DEALT WITH THE ETERNAL KILLING & THE ETERNAL DAMNATION BY THE LORD, ORIGINALLY, BUT TAKES SOVEREIGN CONTROL OF TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH IN HEBREWS 2:14-18], HE IS THE ONE WHO IS OVER THE DEPTH OF HADES [HELL]. AND HE SET UP SEVEN KINGS OVER THE SEVEN HEAVENS, ONE PER FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN, AND FIVE OVER THE DEPTH OF THE ABYSS SO THAT THEY MIGHT RULE.  12 AND HE DIVIDED HIS FIRE AMONG THEM, BUT HE DID NOT SEND THEM (ANYTHING) FROM THE POWER OF THE LIGHT WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED FROM HIS MOTHER. FOR HE IS IGNORANT DARKNESS. WHEN THE LIGHT MIXED WITH THE DARKNESS, IT CAUSED THE DARKNESS TO SHINE, BUT WHEN THE DARKNESS MIXED WITH THE LIGHT, IT DARKENED THE LIGHT, SO THAT IT BECAME NEITHER LIGHT NOR DARK, BUT IT WAS WEAK. NOW THIS WEAK RULER HAS THREE NAMES. THE FIRST NAME IS YALTABAOTH. THE SECOND IS SAKLAS. THE THIRD IS SAMAEL. HE IS IMPIOUS IN HIS MADNESS, SHE WHO DWELLS IN HIM. FOR HE SAID, AM GOD AND NO OTHER GOD EXISTS EXCEPT ME,' SINCE HE IS IGNORANT OF THE PLACE FROM WHICH HIS STRENGTH HAD COME. AND THE RULERS CREATED SEVEN POWERS FOR THEMSELVES. AND THE POWERS CREATED FOR EACH OF THEM SIX ANGELS UNTIL THEY HAD PRODUCED 365 ANGELS. THESE ARE THE BODIES OF THE NAMES: THE FIRST IS ATHOTH; HE HAS A SHEEP'S FACE. THE SECOND IS ELOAIOU; HE HAS A DONKEY'S FACE. THE THIRD IS ASTAPHAIOS; HE HAS A HYENA'S FACE. THE FOURTH IS YAO; HE HAS A SERPENT'S FACE WITH SEVEN HEADS. THE FIFTH IS SABAOTH; HE HAS A SERPENT'S FACE. THE SIXTH IS ADONIN; HE HAS A MONKEY'S FACE. THE SEVENTH IS SABBEDE; HE HAS A FIERY FACE WHICH SHINES. THIS IS THE HEBDOMAD OF THE WEEK. BUT YALDABAOTH POSSESSED A MULTITUDE OF FACES, ADDING UP TO MORE THAN ALL OF THEM, SO THAT WHEN HE IS IN THE MIDST OF THE SERAPHIM, HE COULD MASQUERADE IN FRONT OF THEM ALL AT WILL. 13 HE SHARED WITH THEM (PORTIONS) FROM HIS FIRE. BECAUSE OF THE POWER OF THE GLORY WHICH DWELLS IN HIM FROM THE LIGHT OF HIS MOTHER. HE BECAME LORD OVER THEM. BECAUSE OF THAT, HE CALLED HIMSELF GOD, AND HE WAS NOT OBEDIENT TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE HAD COME. AND HE MIXED WITH THE AUTHORITIES WHO DWELL WITH HIM. THROUGH HIS THINKING AND HIS SPEAKING, SEVEN POWERS CAME INTO BEING. AND HE NAMED THE POWERS ONE AFTER ANOTHER, BEGINNING WITH THE HIGHEST (AS FOLLOWS): FIRST IS GOODNESS/CHRISTHOOD WITH THE FIRST (AUTHORITY) ATHOTH. THE SECOND IS PRONOIA WITH THE SECOND ONE ELOAIO. THE THIRD IS DIVINITY WITH THE THIRD ONE ASTRAPHAIO. THE FOURTH IS LORDSHIP WITH THE FOURTH ONE YAO. THE FIFTH IS KINGDOM WITH THE FIFTH ONE SABAOTH. THE SIXTH IS ENVY WITH THE SIXTH ONE ADONEIN. THE SEVENTH IS UNDERSTANDING WITH THE SEVENTH SABBATEON. FOR THESE ARE THOSE WHO HAVE A FIRMAMENT CORRESPONDING TO EACH AEON. THESE WERE NAMED ACCORDING TO THE GLORY OF THOSE WHO BELONG TO HEAVEN FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE POWERS. THE NAMES WHICH THEY WERE GIVEN BY THE CHIEF BEGETTER HAD POWER IN THEM, BUT THE NAMES WHICH WERE GIVEN TO THEM ACCORDING TO THE GLORY OF THOSE WHO BELONG TO HEAVEN ARE FOR THEM DESTRUCTION AND POWERLESSNESS. THUS, THEY HAVE TWO NAMES. HE ORDERED EVERYTHING FOLLOWING THE LIKENESS OF THE FIRST AEONS, WHICH HAD COME INTO BEING, SO THAT HE MIGHT CREATE THEM IN THE INDESTRUCTIBLE PATTERN. NOT BECAUSE HE HAD SEEN THE INDESTRUCTIBLE ONES, BUT THE POWER IN HIM WHICH HE HAD GOTTEN FROM HIS MOTHER BORE IN HIM THE LIKENESS OF THE WORLD. 14 AND WHEN HE SAW THE CREATION WHICH SURROUNDED HIM AND THE MULTITUDE OF THE ANGELS SURROUNDING HIM WHO HAD CAME INTO BEING FROM HIM, HE SAID TO THEM, 'I AM A JEALOUS GOD AND NO OTHER GOD EXISTS BESIDE ME.' BUT HIS PROCLAMATION INDICATED TO THE ANGELS WHO DWELL WITH HIM THAT ANOTHER GOD DOES EXIST. FOR IF THERE WERE NOT ANOTHER WHO EXISTS, OF WHOM WOULD HE BE JEALOUS? THE MOTHER BEGAN TO WANDER. SHE UNDERSTOOD HER DEFICIENCY WHEN THE BRIGHTNESS OF HER LIGHT WAS DIMINISHED AND SHE WAS DARKENED, BECAUSE HER PARTNER HAD NOT BEEN IN CONCORD WITH HER." BUT I SAID, "LORD, WHAT DOES IT MEAN 'SHE WANDERED'?" HE SMILED AND SAID, `DO NOT THINK IT MEANS AS MOSES SAID 'UPON THE WATERS.' BUT IN FACT, WHEN SHE SAW THE EVIL WHICH HAD HAPPENED AND THE THEFT WHICH HER OFFSPRING HAD COMMITTED, SHE REPENTED AND SHE WAS OVERCOME WITH FORGETFULNESS IN THE DARKNESS OF IGNORANCE. AND SHE BEGAN TO BE ASHAMED. [SHE DID NOT DARE] TO RETURN BUT [SHE WAS...] IN MOTION. THIS MOVEMENT IS THE WANDERING. THE ARROGANT ONE HAD GOTTEN A POWER FROM HIS MOTHER. FOR HE WAS IGNORANT, THINKING THAT NO ONE EXISTED EXCEPT HIS MOTHER ALONE. AND SEEING THE MULTITUDE OF THE ANGELS WHOM HE HAD CREATED, HE THEN EXALTED HIMSELF OVER THEM. AND WHEN THE MOTHER UNDERSTOOD THAT THE GARMENT OF DARKNESS WAS NOT PERFECT, SHE THEN UNDERSTOOD THAT HER PARTNER HAD NOT BEEN IN CONCORD WITH HER. SHE REPENTED WITH GREAT WEEPING. AND THE ENTREATY OF HER REPENTANCE WAS HEARD AND ALL THE FULLNESS PRAISED THE INVISIBLE VIRGINAL SPIRIT ON HER BEHALF. THE HOLY SPIRIT POURED OVER HER (SOMETHING) FROM THEIR ENTIRE FULLNESS. FOR HER PARTNER DID NOT COME TO HER (BY HIMSELF), BUT IT WAS THROUGH THE FULLNESS THAT HE CAME TO HER IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT CORRECT HER DEFICIENCY. YET EVEN SO, SHE WAS NOT CONVEYED TO HER OWN AEON, BUT (WAS PLACED) ABOVE HER CHILD SO THAT SHE MIGHT DWELL IN THE NINTH UNTIL SHE CORRECTS HER DEFICIENCY. 15 AND A VOICE CAME FROM THE EXALTED HEAVENLY AEON, THE HUMAN EXISTS AND THE CHILD OF THE HUMAN.' THE CHIEF RULER, YALTABAOTH, HEARD IT, BUT HE THOUGHT THAT THE VOICE HAD COME FROM HIS MOTHER, AND HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHERE IT HAD COME FROM. AND THE HOLY AND PERFECT MOTHER-FATHER, THE PERFECT PRONOIA, THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE, WHO IS THE FATHER OF THE ALL, IN WHOM THE ALL CAME INTO BEING, THE FIRST HUMAN, TAUGHT THEM BY REVEALING HIS LIKENESS IN A MALE MODEL. THE AEON OF THE CHIEF RULER TREMBLED ALL OVER AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE ABYSS QUAKED. AND UPON THE WATERS WHICH DWELL UNDER MATTER, THE UNDERSIDE WAS ILLUMINED BY THE APPEARANCE OF HIS IMAGE WHICH HAD BEEN REVEALED. AND WHEN ALL THE AUTHORITIES AND THE CHIEF RULER STARED (ON THE WATER), THEY SAW ALL THE REGION BELOW WHICH WAS SHINING. AND BY THE LIGHT, THEY SAW THE MODEL OF THE IMAGE UPON THE WATER. AND HE SAID TO THE AUTHORITIES WHO DWELL WITH HIM, 'COME, LET US CREATE A HUMAN ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF GOD AND ACCORDING TO OUR LIKENESS SO THAT HIS IMAGE MIGHT ILLUMINATE US.' AND THEY CREATED (USING) THE POWER FROM EACH OF THEM ACCORDING TO THE CHARACTERISTICS WHICH THEY HAD BEEN GIVEN. AND EACH ONE OF THE AUTHORITIES SUPPLIED FOR (THE HUMAN'S) SOUL A CHARACTERISTIC CORRESPONDING TO THE MODEL OF THE IMAGE WHICH HE HAD SEEN. HE CREATED A REAL BEING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LIKENESS OF THE PERFECT FIRST HUMAN. AND THEY SAID, 'LET US CALL HIM ADAM IN ORDER THAT HIS NAME MIGHT BECOME A POWER OF LIGHT FOR US.' AND THE POWERS BEGAN (THEIR WORK): THE FIRST ONE, GOODNESS, CREATED A BONE-SOUL. THE SECOND ONE, PRONOIA, CREATED A SINEW-SOUL. THE THIRD ONE, DIVINITY, MADE A FLESH-SOUL. THE FOURTH ONE, LORDSHIP, MADE A MARROW-SOUL. THE FIFTH ONE, KINGDOM, MADE A BLOODSOUL. THE SIXTH ONE, ENVY, CREATED A SKIN-SOUL. THE SEVENTH UNDERSTANDING, CREATED A HAIRSOUL. THE MULTITUDE OF THE ANGELS STOOD BEFORE HIM. THEY RECEIVED THE SEVEN SUBSTANCES OF THE SOUL FROM THE POWERS SO THAT THEY MIGHT CREATE THE HARMONY OF THE PARTS AND THE HARMONY OF THE LIMBS AND THE PROPER COMBINATION OF EACH OF THE PARTS. 16 THE FIRST BEGAN TO CREATE (STARTING) FROM THE HEAD. ETERAPHAOPE ABRON CREATED ITS HEAD. MEGIGGESSTROETH CREATED THE BRAIN. ASTERECHMEN, THE RIGHT EYE. THASPOMOCHAM, THE LEFT EYE. YERONUMOS, THE RIGHT EAR. BISSOUM, THE LEFT EAR. AKIOPEIM, THE NOSE. BANEN EPHROUM, THE LIPS. AMEN, THE TEETH. IBIKAN, THE MOLARS. BASILIASDEME, THE TONSILS. ACHCHA, THE UVULA. ADABAN, THE NECK. CHAAMAN, THE VERTEBRAE. DEARCHO, THE THROAT. TEBAR, THE RIGHT SHOULDER. N... THE, LEFT SHOULDER. MNIARCHON, THE RIGHT ELBOW. ...THE, LEFT ELBOW. ABITRION, THE RIGHT UNDERARM. EVANTHEN, THE LEFT UNDERARM. KRYS, THE RIGHT HAND. BELUIA, THE LEFT HAND. TRENEU, THE FINGERS OF THE RIGHT HAND. BALBEL, THE FINGERS OF THE LEFT HAND. KRIMAN, THE FINGERNAILS. ASTROPS, THE RIGHT BREAST [PAP & NIPPLE]. BARROPH, THE LEFT BREAST [PAP & NIPPLE]. BAOUM, THE RIGHT SHOULDER JOINT. ARARIM, THE LEFT SHOULDER JOINT. ARECHE, THE BELLY. PHTHAVE, THE NAVEL [BELLY BUTTON]. SENAPHIM, THE ABDOMEN. ARACHETHOPI, THE RIGHT RIBS. ZABEDO, THE LEFT RIBS. BARIAS, THE RIGHT HIP. PHNOUTH, THE LEFT HIP. ABENLENARCHEI, THE MARROW. CHNOUMENINORIN, THE BONES. GESOLE, THE STOMACH. AGROMAUMA, THE HEART. BANO, THE LUNGS. SOSTRAPAL, THE LIVER. ANESIMALAR, THE SPLEEN. THOPITHRO, THE INTESTINES. BIBLO, THE KIDNEYS. ROEROR, THE SINEWS. TAPHREO, THE SPINE OF THE BODY. LPOUSPOBOBA, THE VEINS. BINEBORIN, THE ARTERIES. AATOIMENPSEPHEI, THEIRS ARE THE BREATHS WHICH ARE IN ALL THE PARTS. ENTHOLLEIA, ALL THE FLESH [OUTER-SKIN]. BEDOUK, THE RIGHT BUTTOCK [RIGHT PART OF THE ASS] (BARIAS), …THE LEFT BUTTOCK [LEFT PART OF THE ASS] (PHNOUTH), [PRIAPOS MEANS ERECT PENIS], THE PENIS [DICK, DICK HEAD & COCK]. EILO, THE TESTICLES [BALLS, SACK OR SPERM, SEED SAC & SCROTUM]. SORMA CREATED THE GENITALS [MALE REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS]. GORMA KAIOCHLABAR, THE RIGHT THIGH. NEBRITH, THE LEFT THIGH. PSEREM, THE KIDNEYS MUSCLES OF THE RIGHT SIDE. ASAKLAS, THE LEFT KIDNEY MUSCLE. ORMAOTH, THE RIGHT KNEE. EMENUN, THE LEFT KNEE. KNYX, THE RIGHT SHIN. TUPELON, THE LEFT SHIN. ACHIEL, THE RIGHT ANKLE. PHNEME, THE LEFT ANKLE. PHIOUTHROM, THE RIGHT FOOT. BOABEL, ITS TOES. TRACHOUN, THE LEFT FOOT. PHIKNA, ITS TOES. MIAMAI, THE TOENAILS. LABERNIOUM...AND SEVEN WERE APPOINTED OVER ALL THESE: ATHOTH, ARMAS, KALILA, YABEL, SABAOTH, CAIN, ABEL. 17 AND THOSE WHO ANIMATE THE PARTS ARE, ACCORDING TO PARTS: THE HEAD, DIOLIMODRAZA. THE NECK, YAMMAEAX. THE RIGHT SHOULDER, YAKOUBIB. THE LEFT SHOULDER, VERTON. THE RIGHT HAND, OUDIDI. THE LEFT, ARBAO. THE FINGERS OF THE RIGHT HAND, LAMPNO. THE FINGERS OF THE LEFT HAND, LEEKAPHAR. THE RIGHT BREAST [PAP & NIPPLE], BARBAR. THE LEFT BREAST [PAP & NIPPLE], IMAE. THE CHEST [TITS], PISANDRAPTES. THE RIGHT SHOULDER JOINT, KOADE. THE LEFT SHOULDER JOINT, ODEAOR. THE RIGHT RIBS, ASPHIXIX. THE LEFT RIBS, SYNOGCHOUTA. THE BELLY, AROUPH. THE WOMB [UTERUS, VAGINA, PUSSY, VULVA, CUNT [VULGAR] & CLIT], SABALO. THE RIGHT THIGH, CHARCHARB. THE LEFT THIGH, CHTHAON. ALL. THE GENITALS FEMALE REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS], BATHINOTH. THE RIGHT KNEE, CHOUX. THE LEFT KNEE, CHARCHA. THE RIGHT SHIN, AROER. THE LEFT SHIN, TOECHTHA. THE RIGHT ANKLE, AOL. THE LEFT ANKLE, CHARANER. THE RIGHT FOOT, BASTAN. ITS TOES, ARCHENTECHTHA. THE LEFT FOOT, MAREPHNOUNTH. ITS TOES, ABRANA. SEVEN, 7, HAVE POWER OVER ALL OF THESE: MICHAEL, OURIEL, ASMENEDAS, SAPHASATOEL, AARMOURIAM, RICHRAM, AMIORPS. AND THOSE WHO ARE OVER THE SENSES, ARCHENDEKTA. AND THE ONE OVER THE PERCEPTION, DEITHARBATHAS. AND THE ONE OVER THE IMAGINATION, OUMMAA. AND THE ONE OVER THE ASSENT, AACHIARAM. AND THE ONE OVER THE WHOLE IMPULSE, RIARAMNACHO. AND THE SOURCE OF THESE DEMONS WHO ARE IN THE WHOLE BODY IS FIXED AS FOUR: HEAT, COLD, WETNESS, DRYNESS. AND THE MOTHER OF THEM ALL IS MATTER. THE ONE WHO RULES OVER THE HEAT, PHLOXPHA. THE ONE WHO RULES OVER THE COLD, OROORROTHOS. THE ONE WHO RULES OVER WHAT IS DRY, ERIMACHO. "THE ONE WHO RULES OVER THE WETNESS, ATHURO. THE MOTHER OF ALL THESE, ONORTHOCHRASAEI WHO IS LIMITLESS, STANDS IN THEIR MIDST AND SHE MIXES WITH THEM ALL. AND TRULY SHE IS MATTER, FOR THEY ARE NOURISHED BY HER. EPHEMEMPHI IS THE ONE WHO BELONGS TO PLEASURE. YOKO IS THE ONE WHO BELONGS TO DESIRE. NENENTOPHNI IS THE ONE WHO BELONGS TO GRIEF. BLAOMEN IS THE ONE WHO BELONGS TO FEAR. THE MOTHER OF THEM ALL IS ESTHENSIS OUCH EPIPTOE. THE PASSIONS COME INTO BEING FROM THESE FOUR DEMONS. FROM GRIEF (COMES) ENVY, JEALOUSY, SUFFERING, TROUBLE, PAIN, HEARTLESSNESS, ANXIETY, MOURNING, AND THE REST. AND FROM PLEASURE COMES MUCH WICKEDNESS AND EMPTY BOASTING AND SIMILAR THINGS. FROM DESIRE (COMES) ANGER, WRATH, BITTERNESS, BITTER YEARNING, INSATIABLE GREED AND SIMILAR THINGS. FROM FEAR (COMES) PANIC, FLATTERY, ANGUISH, SHAME. THESE ALL RESEMBLE VIRTUES AS WELL AS VICES. THE INSIGHT INTO THEIR TRUE CHARACTER IS ANARO, WHO IS THE HEAD OF THE MATERIAL SOUL WHICH DWELLS WITH THE SEVEN SENSES OUCH EPIPTOE. THIS IS THE NUMBER OF THE ANGELS: ALTOGETHER THEY ARE 365. THEY ALL LABORED ON IT UNTIL, PART BY PART, THE PSYCHIC AND MATERIAL BODY WAS COMPLETED. NOW OTHERS WHOM I HAVE NOT MENTIONED TO YOU RULE OVER THE REST. IF YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT THEM, IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF ZOROASTER. AND ALL THE ANGELS AND DEMONS LABORED UNTIL THEY HAD CREATED THE PSYCHIC BODY. 18 AND THEIR PRODUCT WAS COMPLETELY INACTIVE AND MOTIONLESS FOR A LONG TIME. BUT WHEN THE MOTHER WANTED TO RETRIEVE THE POWER WHICH SHE HAD GIVEN TO THE CHIEF RULER, SHE ENTREATED THE MOTHER-FATHER OF THE ALL, THE ONE WHO POSSESSES GREAT MERCY. FOLLOWING THE HOLY DESIGN, HE SENT THE FIVE LIGHTS DOWN TO THE PLACE OF THE ANGELS OF THE CHIEF RULER. THEY ADVISED HIM WITH THE GOAL OF EXTRACTING THE POWER OF THE MOTHER. AND THEY SAID TO YALDABAOTH, 'BREATHE INTO HIS FACE BY YOUR SPIRIT AND HIS BODY WILL ARISE.' AND INTO HIS FACE HE BLEW HIS SPIRIT, WHICH IS THE POWER OF HIS MOTHER. HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND BECAUSE HE DWELLS IN IGNORANCE. AND THE POWER OF THE MOTHER LEFT YALDABAOTH AND WENT INTO THE PSYCHIC BODY THAT THEY HAD MADE ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF THE ONE WHO EXISTS FROM THE BEGINNING. THE BODY MOVED AND GAINED POWER, AND IT WAS LUMINOUS. AND IN THAT MOMENT, THE REST OF THE POWERS BECAME JEALOUS FOR IT WAS BECAUSE OF THEM ALL THAT HE HAD COME INTO BEING AND THEY HAD GIVEN THEIR POWER TO THE HUMAN. YET HIS UNDERSTANDING WAS STRONGER THAN THOSE WHO HAD MADE HIM AND GREATER EVEN THAN THE CHIEF RULER. WHEN THEY UNDERSTOOD THAT HE WAS LUMINOUS, COULD THINK BETTER THAN THEY DID, AND WAS NAKED OF EVIL, THEY PICKED HIM UP AND THREW HIM DOWN INTO THE LOWEST PART OF ALL MATTER. BUT THE BLESSED ONE, THE MOTHER-FATHER, THE BENEFICENT AND MERCIFUL, HAD MERCY UPON THE MOTHER'S POWER THAT HAD BEEN BROUGHT FORTH FROM THE CHIEF RULER LEST YET AGAIN THEY MIGHT HAVE POWER OVER THE PSYCHIC AND PERCEPTIBLE BODY. SO, THROUGH HIS BENEFICENT SPIRIT AND HIS GREAT MERCY, HE SENT A HELPER TO ADAM. SHE IS A LUMINOUS EPINOIA, WHO IS FROM HIM (AND) WHO WAS CALLED LIFE. IT IS SHE WHO AIDS THE WHOLE CREATION BY TOILING WITH HIM, GUIDING HIM BY CORRECTION TOWARD HIS FULLNESS, AND TEACHING HIM ABOUT THE DESCENT OF THE SEED AND TEACHING HIM ABOUT THE PATH OF ASCENT, THE PATH WHICH IT HAD COME DOWN. THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT WAS HIDDEN IN ADAM IN ORDER THAT THE RULERS MIGHT NOT KNOW, BUT EPINOIA EXISTED AS A CORRECTION FOR THE DEFICIENCY OF THE MOTHER. 19 AND THE HUMAN APPEARED BECAUSE OF THE SHADOW OF THE LIGHT WHICH EXISTS WITHIN HIM. AND HIS THOUGHT WAS SUPERIOR TO ALL THOSE WHO HAD CREATED HIM. WHEN THEY LOOKED UP, THEY SAW THAT HIS THOUGHT WAS SUPERIOR, AND THEY TOOK COUNSEL WITH THE WHOLE HOST OF THE RULERS AND THE ANGELS. THEY TOOK SOME FIRE, EARTH, AND WATER. THEY MIXED THEM TOGETHER WITH EACH OTHER AND THE FOUR FIERY WINDS. AND THEY WROUGHT THEM TOGETHER AND MADE A GREAT DISTURBANCE. AND THEY ENCLOSED HIM IN THE SHADOW OF DEATH IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT YET AGAIN FORM FROM EARTH, WATER, FIRE, AND SPIRIT A THING FROM MATTER, WHICH IS THE IGNORANCE OF THE DARKNESS, DESIRE, AND THEIR COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT. THIS IS THE TOMB OF THE MOLDING OF THE BODY WITH WHICH THE ROBBERS CLOTHED THE HUMAN, THE CHAIN OF FORGETFULNESS. AND HE CAME TO BE A MORTAL HUMAN. THIS IS THE ONE WHO CAME DOWN FIRST AND THE FIRST PARTITION. THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT WHO WAS IN HIM IS THE ONE WHO WILL AWAKEN HIS THINKING. 20 AND THE RULERS TOOK HIM AND THEY PLACED HIM IN PARADISE. AND THEY SAID TO HIM, 'EAT THAT IS IN IDLENESS. FOR INDEED THEIR DELIGHT IS BITTER AND THEIR BEAUTY IS LICENTIOUS. FOR THEIR DELIGHT IS DECEPTION AND THEIR TREES ARE IMPIETY. AND THEIR FRUIT IS AN INCURABLE POISON AND THEIR PROMISE IS DEATH. AND IN THE MIDST OF PARADISE, THEY PLANTED THE TREE OF THEIR LIFE. BUT I, I WILL TEACH YOU WHAT THE MYSTERY OF THEIR LIFE IS, THE PLAN THEY MADE WITH EACH OTHER, THE LIKENESS OF THEIR SPIRIT. ITS ROOT IS BITTER AND ITS BRANCHES, ARE DEATHS. ITS SHADE IS, HATE AND DECEPTION DWELLS IN ITS LEAVES. AND ITS BLOSSOM IS THE ANOINTMENT OF EVIL. AND ITS FRUIT IS DEATH, AND DESIRE IS ITS SEED, AND IT BLOSSOMS FROM THE DARKNESS. THE DWELLING PLACE OF THOSE WHO TASTE FROM IT IS HADES, AND THE DARK IS THEIR RESTING PLACE. BUT WHAT THEY CALL 'THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT IS GOOD AND EVIL' IS THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT. THEY (THE RULERS) REMAINED IN FRONT OF IT IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT NOT LOOK UP TO HIS FULLNESS AND COME TO KNOW THE NAKEDNESS OF HIS SHAMEFULNESS. BUT AS FOR ME, I SET THEM RIGHT SO THAT THEY WOULD EAT." AND I SAID TO THE SAVIOR, "LORD, WAS IT NOT THE SNAKE WHO TAUGHT ADAM SO THAT HE WOULD EAT?" THE SAVIOR LAUGHED AND SAID, "THE SNAKE TAUGHT THEM TO EAT FROM A WICKED DESIRE TO SOW WHICH BELONGS TO DESTRUCTION, IN ORDER THAT HE (ADAM) WOULD BECOME USEFUL TO IT. AND IT KNEW THAT HE WAS DISOBEDIENT TO IT BECAUSE THE LIGHT OF EPINOIA DWELLED IN HIM, MAKING HIM MORE CORRECT IN HIS THINKING THAN THE CHIEF RULER. 21 AND HE WANTED TO BRING OUT THE POWER WHICH HE HAD GIVEN TO HIM. AND HE BROUGHT A TRANCE UPON ADAM." AND I SAID TO THE SAVIOR, "WHAT IS THE TRANCE?" HE SAID, "IT IS NOT AS MOSES WROTE AS YOU HEARD. FOR HE SAID IN HIS FIRST BOOK THAT HE LAID HIM DOWN IN SLEEP, BUT RATHER IT CONCERNED HIS SENSIBILITY. FOR INDEED IT IS SAID BY THE PROPHET, 'I WILL MAKE THEIR HEARTS HEAVY SO THAT THEY MIGHT NEITHER GIVE HEED NOR SEE.' THEN THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT HID IN HIM. AND THE CHIEF RULER WANTED TO BRING HER FROM HIS RIB. BUT THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT IS NOT GRASPABLE. ALTHOUGH THE DARK PURSUED HER, IT DID NOT LAY HOLD OF HER. AND HE BROUGHT FORTH A PART OF HIS POWER FROM HIM (ADAM). AND HE CREATED ANOTHER MOLDED FORM IN A WOMAN'S SHAPE ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF EPINOIA WHO HAD APPEARED TO HIM. AND INTO THE MOLDED FORM OF WOMANHOOD HE PUT THE PART WHICH HE HAD TAKEN FROM THE POWER OF THE HUMAN— NOT 'HIS RIB' AS MOSES SAID. AND HE SAW THE WOMAN BESIDE HIM. IMMEDIATELY, THE LUMINOUS EPINOIA APPEARED FOR SHE HAD UNCOVERED THE VEIL WHICH HAD BEEN ON HIS UNDERSTANDING. HE BECAME SOBER FROM THE DRUNKENNESS OF THE DARKNESS AND HE RECOGNIZED HIS LIKENESS. AND HE SAID, 'NOW THIS IS BONE FROM MY BONES AND FLESH FROM MY FLESH. BECAUSE OF THIS, MAN WILL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER AND HE WILL CLING TO HIS WIFE AND THEY WILL NO LONGER BE TWO BUT A SINGLE FLESH.' FOR HIS PARTNER WILL BE SENT TO HIM AND HE WILL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER. IT IS OUR SISTER SOPHIA WHO CAME DOWN IN INNOCENCE IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT CORRECT HER DEFICIENCY. BECAUSE OF THIS SHE WAS CALLED ZOE (LIFE), THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING BY PRONOIA OF THE AUTHORITY OF HEAVEN AND [...] TO HIM [...]. AND THROUGH HER THEY TASTED THE PERFECT KNOWLEDGE. IN THE FORM OF AN EAGLE, I APPEARED ON THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS THE EPINOIA FROM THE PURE, LUMINOUS PRONOIA, SO THAT I MIGHT TEACH THEM AND AWAKEN THEM FROM THE DEPTH OF THE SLEEP. FOR THEY WERE BOTH IN A FALLEN STATE AND THEY RECOGNIZED THEIR NAKEDNESS. EPINOIA APPEARED TO THEM AS LIGHT, AWAKENING THEIR THOUGHT. 22 BUT WHEN YALDABAOTH KNEW THAT THEY HAD WITHDRAWN FROM HIM, HE CURSED HIS EARTH. HE FOUND THE FEMALE PREPARING HERSELF FOR HER MALE. HE WAS LORD OVER HER, FOR HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE MYSTERY WHICH HAD COME TO PASS FROM THE HOLY DESIGN. AND THEY WERE AFRAID TO BLAME HIM. AND HE REVEALED HIS IGNORANCE THAT DWELLED IN HIM TO HIS ANGELS. AND HE CAST THEM OUT OF PARADISE AND HE CLOTHED THEM WITH A DARK GLOOM. AND THE CHIEF RULER SAW THE VIRGIN WHO STOOD BESIDE ADAM AND THAT THE LIVING LUMINOUS EPINOIA APPEARED IN HER. AND YALDABAOTH WAS FILLED WITH IGNORANCE. WHEN THE PRONOIA OF THE ALL KNEW, SHE SENT SOME BEINGS AND THEY SNATCHED ZOE FROM EVE. AND THE CHIEF RULER DEFILED HER. AND HE BEGAT TWO SONS FROM HER. THE FIRST IS ELOIM AND THE SECOND IS YAWE. ELOIM HAS A BEAR FACE WHILE YAWE HAS A LION FACE. THE ONE IS RIGHTEOUS WHILE THE OTHER IS UNRIGHTEOUS. (IV YAWE IS RIGHTEOUS, BUT ELOIM IS UNRIGHTEOUS.) HE SET YAWE OVER THE FIRE AND THE WIND, WHILE HE SET ELOIM OVER WATER AND EARTH. HE NAMED THESE CAIN AND ABEL WITH TRICKERY IN MIND. NOW UP TO THE PRESENT DAY, INTERCOURSE HAS CONTINUED FROM THE CHIEF RULER. AND HE PLANTED A SEED OF DESIRE IN HER WHO BELONGS TO ADAM. FROM INTERCOURSE HE CAUSED BIRTH IN THE LIKENESS OF BODIES AND HE SUPPLIED THEM FROM HIS COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT. HE SET TWO RULERS OVER THE PRINCIPALITIES SO THAT THEY MIGHT RULE OVER THE TOMB. WHEN ADAM PERCEIVED THE LIKENESS OF HIS OWN FOREKNOWLEDGE, HE BEGOT THE LIKENESS OF THE CHILD OF THE HUMAN; HE CALLED HIM SETH FOLLOWING THE WAY OF THE GENERATION IN THE AEONS. LIKEWISE, THE MOTHER ALSO SENT DOWN HER SPIRIT IN THE LIKENESS OF THE FEMALE BEING WHO IS LIKE HER, AS A COUNTERPART TO SHE WHO IS IN THE FULLNESS, SO THAT SHE MIGHT PREPARE A DWELLING PLACE FOR THE AEONS THAT WERE GOING TO DESCEND. AND THEY WERE MADE TO DRINK WATER OF FORGETFULNESS BY THE CHIEF RULER SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT KNOW THEMSELVES (AND WOULD NOT KNOW) WHERE THEY HAD COME FROM. AND THE SEED EXISTED LIKE THIS FOR WHILE: PROVIDING ASSISTANCE, SO THAT WHEN THE SPIRIT DESCENDS FROM THE HOLY AEONS, IT WILL CORRECT (THE SEED) AND HEAL IT FROM THE DEFICIENCY SO THAT THE ENTIRE FULLNESS MIGHT BECOME HOLY AND WITHOUT DEFICIENCY." 23 I SAID TO THE SAVIOR, "LORD, WILL ALL THE SOULS BE DELIVERED INTO THE PURE LIGHT"? HE REPLIED, SAYING TO ME, "THESE ARE GREAT THINGS THAT HAVE ARISEN IN YOUR THINKING. FOR IT IS DIFFICULT TO DISCLOSE THESE THINGS TO ANY OTHERS EXCEPT THOSE WHO ARE FROM THE IMMOVABLE GENERATION. THOSE UPON WHOM THE SPIRIT OF THE LIFE WILL DESCEND AND (WITH WHOM) IT WILL BE POWERFULLY PRESENT, THEY WILL BE SAVED AND WILL BECOME PERFECT. AND THEY WILL BECOME WORTHY OF THE GREAT REALMS. AND THEY WILL BE PURIFIED IN THAT PLACE FROM ALL EVIL AND THE CONCERNS OF WICKEDNESS. THEN THEY WILL NOT TAKE CARE FOR ANYTHING EXCEPT THE IMPERISHABILITY ALONE, ATTENDING TO IT FROM THIS POINT ON WITHOUT ANGER OR ENVY OR JEALOUSY OR DESIRE OR GREED OF ANYTHING AT ALL. FOR THEY ARE NOT RESTRAINED BY ANYTHING EXCEPT THE REALITY OF THE FLESH ALONE, WHICH THEY BEAR WHILE FERVENTLY AWAITING THE TIME WHEN THEY WILL BE VISITED BY THOSE WHO WILL RECEIVE (THEM). FOR SUCH AS THESE ARE WORTHY OF THE IMPERISHABLE ETERNAL LIFE AND THE CALLING, ENDURING EVERYTHING, BEARING EVERYTHING SO THAT THEY MIGHT COMPLETE THE CONTEST AND INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE." I SAID TO HIM, "LORD, WILL THE SOULS OF THOSE UPON WHOM THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE DESCENDED BUT WHO DID NOT DO THESE WORKS BE EXCLUDED?" HE REPLIED, SAYING TO ME, "IF [THE] SPIRIT DESCENDS [UP]ON THEM, THEY WILL BE SAVED IN ANY CASE, AND THEY WILL MIGRATE. FOR THE POWER WILL DESCEND UPON EVERY HUMAN BEING— FOR WITHOUT IT, NO ONE IS ABLE TO STAND UPRIGHT. AFTER THEY ARE BORN, THEN IF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE INCREASES AND THE POWER COMES TO STRENGTHEN THAT SOUL, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO LEAD IT ASTRAY INTO THE WORKS OF WICKEDNESS. BUT THOSE UPON WHOM THE COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT DESCENDS ARE DRAWN BY IT AND THEY ARE LED ASTRAY." I SAID, "LORD, THEN WHEN THE SOULS OF THOSE LEAVE THEIR FLESH, WHERE WILL THEY GOT' HE LAUGHED AND SAID TO ME, "THE SOUL IN WHICH THE POWER WILL BECOME STRONGER THAN THE DESPICABLE SPIRIT— FOR THIS ONE (THE SOUL) IS POWERFUL AND IT FLEES FROM EVIL—IT WILL BE SAVED BY THE VISITATION OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE AND IT WILL BE ADMITTED INTO THE REPOSE OF THE AEONS. I SAID, "LORD, THEN WHERE WILL THE SOULS BE WHO DO NOT KNOW TO WHOM THEIR SOULS BELONG?" HE SAID TO ME, "IN THOSE, THE DESPICABLE SPIRIT HAS PROLIFERATED BY LEADING THEM ASTRAY. HE BURDENS THE SOUL AND DRAWS IT INTO WORKS OF WICKEDNESS, AND HE CASTS IT DOWN INTO FORGETFULNESS. AFTER IT COMES FORTH, THEY HAND IT OVER TO THE AUTHORITIES WHO CAME INTO BEING THROUGH THE RULER. AND THEY BIND IT IN CHAINS AND CAST IT INTO PRISON. AND THEY CONSORT WITH IT UNTIL IT AWAKENS FROM FORGETFULNESS AND RECEIVES KNOWLEDGE. AND IN THIS WAY, IT IS PERFECTED AND SAVED." I SAID, "LORD, HOW DOES THE SOUL BECOME SMALLER AND RETURN BACK INTO THE NATURE OF ITS MOTHER OR THE HUMAN?" THEN HE REJOICED WHEN I ASKED THIS, AND HE SAID TO ME, "TRULY YOU ARE BLESSED, FOR YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD! THAT SOUL IS MADE TO FOLLOW ANOTHER WHO HAS THE SPIRIT OF LIFE IN IT. IT IS SAVED BY THAT (OTHER) ONE. THEN IT IS NOT CAST INTO ANOTHER FLESH." AND I SAID, "LORD, WHAT ABOUT THOSE WHO UNDERSTOOD AND YET TURNED AWAY? WHERE WILL THEIR SOULS GO?" THEN HE SAID TO ME, "THEY WILL BE ADMITTED INTO THAT PLACE WHERE THE ANGELS OF POVERTY GO, THE PLACE WHERE REPENTANCE DOES NOT OCCUR. AND THEY WILL GUARD THEM UNTIL THAT DAY WHEN THOSE WHO HAVE BLASPHEMED AGAINST THE SPIRIT WILL BE TORTURED. AND THEY WILL BE PUNISHED WITH AN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT." 24 I SAID, "LORD, WHERE DID THE DESPICABLE SPIRIT COME FROM?" THEN HE SAID TO ME, "(IT ALL BEGAN WHEN) THE MOTHER-FATHER WHOSE MERCY IS GREAT, THE SPIRIT WHO IS HOLY IN EVERY RESPECT, THE COMPASSIONATE, AND WHO TROUBLES HERSELF WITH YOU, THAT IS, THE EPINOIA OF THE LUMINOUS PRONOIA AWAKENED THE SEED OF THE PERFECT GENERATION AND ITS THINKING AND THE ETERNAL LIGHT OF THE HUMAN. WHEN THE CHIEF RULER KNEW THAT THEY SURPASSED HIM IN EXCELLENCE—FOR THEIR THOUGHTS WERE HIGHER THAN HIS— HE WANTED TO RESTRICT THEIR PLANNING, FOR HE WAS IGNORANT THAT THEY EXCELLED HIM IN THINKING AND THAT HE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO RESTRICT THEM. HE MADE A PLAN WITH HIS AUTHORITIES, THAT IS, HIS POWERS. TOGETHER THEY COMMITTED ADULTERY WITH SOPHIA. AND THROUGH THEM WAS BEGOTTEN BITTER FATE, WHICH IS THE LAST OF THE COUNTERFEIT CHAINS. AND IT IS SUCH THAT (IT MAKES) EACH ONE DIFFERENT FROM EVERY OTHER. AND IT IS PAINFUL AND IT OPPRESSES THAT (SOUL) SINCE THE GODS AND ANGELS AND DEMONS AND ALL THE GENERATIONS HAVE INTERMINGLED WITH IT UP TO THE PRESENT DAY. FOR FROM THAT FATE APPEARED EVERY INIQUITY AND INJUSTICE AND BLASPHEMY AND THE FETTER OF FORGETFULNESS AND IGNORANCE AND EVERY HARSH COMMAND AND SEVERE SINS AND GREAT FEARS. AND THIS IS HOW THEY MADE THE WHOLE CREATION BLIND SO THAT THEY MIGHT NOT KNOW THE GOD WHO IS ABOVE THEM ALL. AND BECAUSE OF THE FETTER OF FORGETFULNESS, THEIR SINS WERE HIDDEN. FOR THEY WERE BOUND WITH MEASURES AND TIMES AND SEASONS—FOR IT (FATE) WAS LORD OVER THEM ALL. AND HE HAD REGRETS ABOUT EVERYTHING WHICH HAD COME INTO BEING THROUGH HIM. AGAIN, HE PLANNED TO BRING A FLOOD OVER THE HUMAN CREATION. BUT THE GREATNESS OF THE LIGHT OF PRONOIA TAUGHT NOAH. AND HE PREACHED TO THE WHOLE OFFSPRING, THAT IS, THE CHILDREN OF THE HUMANS. BUT THOSE WHO WERE STRANGERS TO HIM DID NOT LISTEN TO HIM. IT IS NOT LIKE MOSES SAID THAT THEY HID THEMSELVES IN AN ARK, BUT THEY WERE HIDDEN — NOT ONLY NOAH, BUT MANY OTHER PEOPLE FROM THE IMMOVABLE GENERATION. THEY ENTERED A PLACE. THEY WERE HIDDEN IN A LUMINOUS CLOUD. AND HE UNDERSTOOD HIS AUTHORITY. AND SHE WHO BELONGS TO THE LIGHT WAS WITH HIM FOR SHE ILLUMINED THEM, FOR HE HAD BROUGHT DARKNESS UPON THE WHOLE EARTH. 25 AND HE CREATED A PLAN WITH HIS POWERS. HE SENT HIS ANGELS TO THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN SO THAT THEY MIGHT TAKE SOME OF THEM FOR THEMSELVES, AND THEY MIGHT RAISE A SEED, TO BE A RESPITE FOR THEM. AND AT FIRST, THEY WERE NOT SUCCESSFUL, BUT WHEN THEY DID NOT SUCCEED, THEY GATHERED TOGETHER AGAIN AND MADE ANOTHER PLAN. THEY CREATED A DESPICABLE SPIRIT IN THE LIKENESS OF THE SPIRIT WHO HAD DESCENDED SO THAT THROUGH IT THEY MIGHT POLLUTE THE SOULS. AND THE ANGELS CHANGED THEIR OWN LIKENESSES INTO THE LIKENESS OF EACH ONE'S MATE, FILLING THEM WITH THE SPIRIT OF DARKNESS, WHICH THEY MIXED WITH THEM AND WITH WICKEDNESS. THEY BROUGHT GOLD, SILVER, A GIFT, AND COPPER AND IRON AND METAL AND EVERY SORT OF THING BELONGING TO THESE CLASSES. AND THEY BEGUILED THE HUMAN BEINGS WHO HAD FOLLOWED THEM INTO GREAT TROUBLES BY LEADING THEM ASTRAY INTO MUCH ERROR. THEY GREW OLD WITHOUT HAVING ENJOYMENT. THEY DIED WITHOUT HAVING FOUND ANY TRUTH AND WITHOUT HAVING KNOWN THE GOD OF TRUTH. AND THUS, THE WHOLE CREATION BECAME ENSLAVED FOREVER, FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD UNTIL NOW. AND THEY TOOK WOMEN; THEY BEGOT CHILDREN OUT OF DARKNESS ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF THEIR SPIRIT. AND THEIR HEARTS BECAME CLOSED AND HARDENED BY THE HARDENING OF THE DESPICABLE SPIRIT UNTIL NOW. 26 THEREFORE I, THE PERFECT PRONOIA OF THE ALL, CHANGED INTO MY SEED. FOR I EXISTED FROM THE FIRST, TRAVELING ON EVERY ROAD. FOR I AM THE WEALTH OF THE LIGHT. I AM THE REMEMBRANCE OF THE FULLNESS. I TRAVELED INTO THE VASTNESS OF THE DARK, AND I PERSEVERED UNTIL I ENTERED THE MIDST OF THE PRISON. AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF CHAOS QUAKED. AND I HID MYSELF FROM THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR EVIL, AND THEY DID NOT RECOGNIZE ME. AGAIN, I RETURNED FOR THE SECOND TIME AND I TRAVELED. I CAME FORTH INTO THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE LIGHT, WHICH IS I, THE REMEMBRANCE OF THE PRONOIA. I ENTERED THE MIDST OF THE DARK AND THE INSIDE OF HADES, SEEKING TO PUT MY HOUSEHOLD IN ORDER. AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF CHAOS QUAKED SUCH THAT (IT SEEMED) THEY WOULD FALL DOWN UPON THOSE WHO DWELL IN THE CHAOS AND DESTROY THEM. AND AGAIN, I FLED UP TO MY LUMINOUS ROOT SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE DESTROYED BEFORE THE TIME WAS RIGHT. STILL FOR A THIRD TIME, I WHO AM THE LIGHT THAT EXISTS IN THE LIGHT AND THE REMEMBRANCE OF THE PRONOIA, I TRAVELED IN ORDER TO ENTER INTO THE MIDST OF THE DARKNESS AND THE INSIDE OF HADES. I FILLED MY COUNTENANCE WITH THE LIGHT OF THE CONSUMMATION OF THEIR AEON. AND I ENTERED THE MIDST OF THEIR PRISON, WHICH IS THE PRISON OF THE BODY. AND I SAID, 'WHOEVER HEARS, ARISE FROM LETHARGIC SLEEP!' AND HE WEPT, SHEDDING TEARS; HEAVY TEARS HE WIPED FROM HIMSELF. AND HE SAID, 'WHO IS IT WHO CALLS MY NAME AND FROM WHERE DOES THIS HOPE COME TO ME WHO AM DWELLING IN THE FETTERS OF THE PRISON?' AND I SAID, `I AM THE PRONOIA OF THE PURE LIGHT; I AM THE THOUGHT OF THE VIRGINAL SPIRIT, THE ONE WHO RAISES YOU TO THE PLACE OF HONOR. ARISE AND REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE THE ONE WHO HAS HEARD, AND FOLLOW YOUR ROOT, WHICH IS I, THE COMPASSIONATE. FORTIFY YOURSELF AGAINST THE ANGELS OF POVERTY AND THE DEMONS OF CHAOS AND ALL THOSE WHO ENSNARE YOU, AND BE WATCHFUL OF THE LETHARGIC SLEEP AND THE GARMENT OF THE INSIDE OF HADES.' AND I RAISED HIM UP AND SEALED HIM WITH THE LIGHT OF THE WATER WITH FIVE SEALS SO THAT DEATH WOULD NOT HAVE POWER OVER HIM FROM THIS DAY ON. 27 BEHOLD, NOW I WILL GO UP TO THE PERFECT AEON. I HAVE COMPLETED EVERYTHING FOR YOU IN YOUR EARS. I HAVE TOLD YOU (JOHN) ALL THINGS SO THAT YOU MIGHT WRITE THEM DOWN AND GIVE THEM IN SECRET TO YOUR FELLOW SPIRITS. FOR THIS IS THE MYSTERY OF THE IMMOVEABLE GENERATION." AND THE SAVIOR GAVE THESE THINGS TO HIM SO THAT HE MIGHT WRITE THEM DOWN AND KEEP THEM SECURE. AND HE SAID TO HIM, "CURSED BE ANY ONE WHO SHOULD EXCHANGE THESE THINGS FOR A GIFT, WHETHER FOR FOOD OR DRINK OR CLOTHING OR ANYTHING ELSE OF THIS KIND." AND THESE THINGS WERE GIVEN TO HIM IN A MYSTERY. AND IMMEDIATELY HE DISAPPEARED BEFORE HIM. AND HE (JOHN) WENT TO HIS FELLOW DISCIPLES. HE RELATED TO THEM THE THINGS WHICH THE SAVIOR HAD SAID TO HIM. JESUS CHRIST AMEN. 
THE ORIGIN OF REALITY
[WE WOULD KNOW NOTHING OF THE INEFFABLE AND NOTHING OF THE IMMEASURABLE WITHOUT THE HELP OF THE ONE WHO COMES FORTH FROM THE ONE WHO IS THE FATHER. HE ALONE HAS INFORMED US.] THE FATHER IS SURROUNDED BY LIGHT. HE APPREHENDS HIMSELF IN THAT LIGHT [WHICH IS THE PURE SPRING OF THE WATER OF LIFE THAT SUSTAINS ALL REALMS]. HE IS CONSCIOUS OF HIS IMAGE EVERYWHERE AROUND HIM, PERCEIVING HIS IMAGE IN THIS SPRING OF SPIRIT POURING FORTH FROM HIMSELF. HE IS ENAMORED OF THE IMAGE HE SEES IN THE LIGHT-WATER, THE SPRING OF PURE LIGHT-WATER ENVELOPING HIM. HIS SELF-AWARE THOUGHT (ENNOIA) CAME INTO BEING. APPEARING TO HIM IN THE EFFULGENCE OF HIS LIGHT. SHE STOOD BEFORE HIM. THIS, THEN, IS THE FIRST OF THE POWERS, PRIOR TO EVERYTHING. ARISING OUT OF THE MIND OF THE FATHER THE PROVIDENCE (PRONOIA) OF EVERYTHING. HER LIGHT REFLECTS HIS LIGHT. SHE IS FROM HIS IMAGE IN HIS LIGHT PERFECT IN POWER IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE PERFECT VIRGIN SPIRIT. SHE IS THE INITIAL POWER GLORY OF BARBELO GLORIOUS AMONG THE REALMS GLORY OF REVELATION SHE GAVE GLORY TO THE VIRGIN SPIRIT SHE PRAISED HIM FOR SHE AROSE FROM HIM. [THIS, THE FIRST THOUGHT, IS THE SPIRIT’S IMAGE] SHE IS THE UNIVERSAL WOMB SHE IS BEFORE EVERYTHING SHE IS: MOTHER-FATHER, FIRST MAN, HOLY SPIRIT, THRICE MALE, THRICE POWERFUL, THRICE NAMED ANDROGYNOUS ETERNAL REALM FIRST TO ARISE AMONG THE INVISIBLE REALMS. SHE, BARBELO, ASKED THE VIRGIN SPIRIT FOR FOREKNOWLEDGE (PROGNOSIS). THE SPIRIT AGREED. FOREKNOWLEDGE CAME FORTH AND STOOD BY PROVIDENCE [THIS ONE CAME THROUGH THE INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT’S THOUGHT.] FOREKNOWLEDGE GAVE GLORY TO THE SPIRIT AND TO BARBELO, THE SPIRIT’S PERFECT POWER, FOR SHE WAS THE REASON THAT IT HAD COME INTO BEING. 
THE PRIMARY STRUCTURES OF THE DIVINE MIND
SHE, BARBELO, ASKED THE VIRGIN SPIRIT FOR INCORRUPTIBILITY THE SPIRIT AGREED. INCORRUPTIBILITY CAME FORTH AND STOOD BY THOUGHT AND FOREKNOWLEDGE. INCORRUPTIBILITY GAVE GLORY TO THE INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT AND TO BARBELO, FOR SHE WAS THE REASON THAT IT HAD COME INTO BEING. SHE ASKED FOR EVERLASTING LIFE. THE SPIRIT AGREED EVERLASTING LIFE CAME FORTH AND THEY ALL STOOD TOGETHER. THEY GAVE GLORY TO THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND TO BARBELO, FOR SHE WAS THE REASON THAT IT HAD COME INTO BEING. SHE ASKED FOR TRUTH. THE SPIRIT AGREED TRUTH CAME FORTH AND THEY ALL STOOD TOGETHER. THEY GAVE GLORY TO THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND TO BARBELO, FOR SHE WAS THE REASON THAT IT HAD COME INTO BEING. 
THIS IS THE FIVEFOLD REALM OF THE FATHER
THE FIRST MAN WHO IS THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT WHO IS PROVIDENCE WHO IS BARBELO WHO IS THOUGHT. AND             FOREKNOWLEDGE - INCORRUPTIBILITY - LIFE EVERLASTING - TRUTH [THESE ARE AN ANDROGYNOUS FIVEFOLD REALM - THEREFORE IT IS A REALM OF TEN - OF THE FATHER.]  
THE SECONDARY STRUCTURES OF THE DIVINE MIND
THE FATHER LOOKED INTO BARBELO [INTO THE PURE LIGHT SURROUNDING THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT] BARBELO CONCEIVED AND BORE A SPARK OF LIGHT WHO HAD BLESSEDNESS SIMILAR TO, BUT NOT EQUAL TO, HER BLESSEDNESS, WHO WAS THE ONLY CHILD OF THAT MOTHER–FATHER THE ONLY OFFSPRING, THE ONLY BEGOTTEN CHILD OF THE PURE LIGHT, THE FATHER. THE INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT CELEBRATED THE LIGHT THAT HAD BEEN PRODUCED COMING FORTH FROM THE FIRST POWER WHO IS THE PROVIDENCE                         BARBELO THE SPIRIT ANOINTED HIM WITH GOODNESS, MAKING HIM PERFECT [HE LACKED NO GOODNESS WHATSOEVER, FOR HE WAS ANOINTED WITH THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT’S GOODNESS] HE STOOD IN THE SPIRIT’S PRESENCE AND IT WAS POURED UPON HIM. HAVING RECEIVED THIS ANOINTING FROM THE SPIRIT HE IMMEDIATELY GLORIFIED HIM AND HE GLORIFIED THE PERFECT PROVIDENCE.             BECAUSE OF HER HE HAD COME INTO BEING. HE ASKED FOR MIND (NOUS) TO BE A COMPANION TO HIM. THE SPIRIT CONSENTED WHEN THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT CONSENTED MIND CAME INTO BEING. IT STOOD BY THE ANOINTED AND GLORIFIED THE SPIRIT AND BARBELO [THESE BEINGS CAME INTO EXISTENCE THROUGH SILENCE AND THOUGHT.] HE WISHED TO ACT THROUGH THE WORD OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. WHOSE WILL BECAME AN ACTION AND APPEARED WITH MIND GLORIFYING THE LIGHT. AND THEN WORD FOLLOWED WILL INTO BEING. [THE CHRIST, THE DIVINE AUTOGENES, CREATED EVERYTHING THROUGH THE WORD.] EVERLASTING LIFE AND WILL, MIND, AND FOREKNOWLEDGE STOOD TOGETHER. THEY GLORIFIED THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND BARBELO. BECAUSE OF HER THEY HAD COME INTO BEING. 
THE TERTIARY STRUCTURES OF THE DIVINE MIND
THE HOLY SPIRIT BROUGHT HIS AND BARBELO’S DIVINE AUTOGENES SON TO COMPLETION IN ORDER THAT HE COULD STAND BEFORE THE GREAT INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT AS THE DIVINE AUTOGENES CHRIST AND HONOR HIM WITH A MIGHTY VOICE. [THE SON CAME THROUGH PROVIDENCE]. THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT PLACED THE DIVINE AUTOGENES OVER EVERYTHING. ALL AUTHORITIES WERE SUBORDINATED TO HIM. THE TRUTH WITHIN HIM LET HIM LEARN EVERYTHING [HE IS CALLED BY THE HIGHEST NAME OF ALL. THAT NAME WILL BE TOLD ONLY TO THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY TO HEAR IT FROM THE LIGHT, [WHICH IS THE CHRIST], FROM THE INCORRUPTIBILITY, THROUGH A GIFT OF THE SPIRIT THE FOUR LIGHTS ARISING FROM THE DIVINE AUTOGENES STOOD BEFORE HIM. [THE FOUR FUNDAMENTAL POWERS ARE UNDERSTANDING, GRACE, PERCEPTION, AND CONSIDERATION.] GRACE EXISTS WITHIN THE REALM OF THE LIGHT CALLED HARMOZEL, THE FIRST ANGEL.  ALONG WITH HARMOZEL ARE GRACE, TRUTH FORM THE SECOND LIGHT IS CALLED ORIEL AND IT STANDS OVER THE SECOND REALM. WITH ORIEL ARE: CONCEPTUALIZATION (EPINOIA) PERCEPTION             MEMORY THE THIRD LIGHT IS CALLED DAVEITHAI AND IT STANDS OVER THE THIRD REALM. WITH DAVEITHAI ARE:             UNDERSTANDING, LOVE IDEA THE FOURTH LIGHT IS CALLED ELELETH AND IT STANDS OVER THE FOURTH REALM. WITH ELELETH ARE:             PERFECTION PEACE WISDOM (SOPHIA). THESE ARE THE FOUR LIGHTS STANDING BEFORE THE DIVINE AUTOGENES. TWELVE REALMS STAND BEFORE THE SON OF THE POWERFUL THE AUTOGENES THE CHRIST THROUGH THE INTENTION AND THE GRACE OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT TWELVE REALMS BELONG TO THE SON OF THE AUTOGENES. [ALL OF THIS CAME INTO BEING THROUGH THE INTENTION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH THE AUTOGENES.] FROM THE PERFECT MIND’S FOREKNOWLEDGE THROUGH THE INTENTION OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND THE AUTOGENES’S WILL. THE PERFECT HUMAN APPEARED, ITS FIRST TRUE MANIFESTATION THE VIRGIN SPIRIT NAMED THE HUMAN ADAMAS AND PLACED HIM OVER THE FIRST REALM WITH THE MIGHTY AUTOGENES CHRIST WITH THE FIRST LIGHT HARMOZEL AND ITS POWERS. THE INVISIBLE ONE GAVE ADAMAS INVINCIBLE POWER OF MIND. ADAMAS SPOKE, GLORIFYING AND PRAISING THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT: “EVERYTHING HAS COME INTO BEING FROM YOU EVERYTHING WILL RETURN TO YOU. I WILL PRAISE YOU AND GLORIFY YOU AND THE AUTOGENES AND THE TRIPLE REALM: ATHER – MOTHER – SON, THE PERFECT POWER.” OVER THE SECOND REALM WAS APPOINTED ADAMAS’S SON SETH WITH THE SECOND LIGHT ORIEL. IN THE THIRD REALM WERE PLACED THE CHILDREN OF SETH WITH THE THIRD LIGHT DAVEITHAI. [THE SOULS OF THE SAINTS ARE PLACED THERE.] IN THE FOURTH REALM WERE PLACED THE SOULS OF THOSE IGNORANT OF THE FULLNESS THOSE WHO DID NOT REPENT AT ONCE BUT WHO, AFTER SOME TIME, EVENTUALLY REPENTED, THEY ARE WITH THE FOURTH LIGHT ELELETH. ALL OF THESE CREATED BEINGS GLORIFY THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT.   
A CRISIS THAT BECAME THE WORLD
IT HAPPENED THAT THE REALM (AEON) WISDOM (SOPHIA) OF CONCEPTUAL THOUGHT (EPINOIA), BEGAN TO THINK FOR HERSELF, SHE USED THE THINKING (ENTHYMESIS) AND THE FOREKNOWLEDGE (PROGNOSIS) OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. SHE INTENDED TO REVEAL AN IMAGE FROM HERSELF TO DO SO WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE SPIRIT, WHO DID NOT APPROVE, WITHOUT THE THOUGHTFUL ASSISTANCE OF HER MASCULINE COUNTERPART, WHO DID NOT APPROVE. WITHOUT THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT’S CONSENT             WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF HER PARTNER SHE BROUGHT IT INTO BEING. BECAUSE SHE HAD UNCONQUERABLE POWER HER THOUGHT WAS NOT UNPRODUCTIVE. SOMETHING IMPERFECT CAME OUT OF HER DIFFERENT IN APPEARANCE FROM HER.             BECAUSE SHE HAD CREATED IT WITHOUT HER MASCULINE COUNTERPART, SHE GAVE RISE TO A MISSHAPEN BEING UNLIKE HERSELF. SOPHIA SAW WHAT HER DESIRE PRODUCED. IT CHANGED INTO THE FORM OF A DRAGON WITH A LION’S HEAD AND EYES FLASHING LIGHTNING BOLTS. SHE CAST HIM FAR FROM HER, OUTSIDE OF THE REALM OF THE IMMORTAL BEINGS SO THAT THEY COULD NOT SEE HIM. [SHE HAD CREATED HIM IN IGNORANCE.] SOPHIA SURROUNDED HIM WITH A BRILLIANT CLOUD, PUT A THRONE IN THE CENTER PART OF THE CLOUD SO THAT NO ONE WOULD SEE IT. [EXCEPT FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT CALLED THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING] SHE NAMED HIM YALDABAOTH. YALDABAOTH IS THE CHIEF RULER. HE TOOK GREAT POWER (DYNAMIS) FROM HIS MOTHER, LEFT HER, AND MOVED AWAY FROM HIS BIRTHPLACE. HE ASSUMED COMMAND, CREATED REALMS FOR HIMSELF WITH A BRILLIANT FLAME THAT CONTINUES TO EXIST EVEN NOW.   
THE FASHIONING OF THIS WORLD
YADABAOTH UNITED WITH THE THOUGHTLESSNESS (APONOIA) WITHIN HIM. HE BEGOT RULING AUTHORITIES (EXOUSIA) MODELING THEM ON THE INCORRUPTIBLE REALMS ABOVE. THE FIRST IS ATHOTH, THE SECOND IS HARMAS [CALLED THE EYE OF FLAME], THE THIRD IS KALILAUMBRI, THE FOURTH IS YABEL, THE FIFTH IS ADONAIU [CALLED SABAOTH], THE SIXTH IS CAIN [CALLED THE SUN], THE SEVENTH IS ABEL, THE EIGHTH IS ABRISENE, THE NINTH IS YOBEL, THE TENTH IS ARMUPIEL, THE ELEVENTH IS MELCHEIR-ADONEIN, THE TWELFTH IS BELIAS [LUCIFER KNOWN AS SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL & VICTORIA KNOWN AS BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] WHO RULES OVER THE VERY DEPTH OF HADES [HELL] [TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH WAS CREATED BY LUCIFER & VICTORIA IN JAMES 1:13-15 AND THE LORD NEVER DID CREATE TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH [ALL MURDERS IS ALWAYS WITH EVIL INTENT & NEVER ACCIDENTAL, DONE BY AS EVIL CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] & NEVER DONE BY THE LORD OR HIS SUPREME COMMAND AS GOOD CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] OR ALL KILLINGS CAN BE WITH INTENT DONE BY THE LORD OR HIS SUPREME COMMAND AS GOOD CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] WITH GOOD INTENT OR ALL ACCIDENTAL HOMICIDES & THE LORD DAMNS THOSE APPOINTED AUTHORITIES WHO FALSELY ACCUSES & FALSELY CONVICTS MURDERS AS KILLERS & KILLERS AS MURDERS & ANY SEXUAL WORLDLY AUTHORITY, ANY SEXUAL LAW AUTHORITY, ANY SEXUAL MILITARY AUTHORITY & ANY SEXUAL GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY THAT ABSOLUTELY NEVER ETERNALLY ENFORCES THE SEXLESS LORD’S 10 SEXLESS COMMANDMENTS, SUCH AS STEALING MONEY FROM THE LORD IN 10% TITHES & THEN LYING ABOUT IT IN SEXUALITY & ALL OTHER SEXLESS COMMANDMENTS, DOES IN FACT SEXUALLY RULE IN SEXUAL ERROR [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23] & SHALL BE SUPREMELY IMPARTIALLY JUDGED ACCORDINGLY & INFALLIBLY & INERRANTLY DEALT WITH THE ETERNAL KILLING & THE ETERNAL DAMNATION BY THE LORD, ORIGINALLY, BUT TAKES SOVEREIGN CONTROL OF TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH IN HEBREWS 2:14-18]. HE MADE THE FIRST SEVEN RULERS TO REIGN IN THE SEVEN SPHERES OF HEAVEN. HE MADE THE NEXT FIVE RULERS TO REIGN IN THE FIVE DEPTHS OF THE ABYSS. HE SHARED A PORTION OF HIS FIRE WITH THEM, BUT SHARED NONE OF THE POWER OF LIGHT HE HAD RECEIVED FROM HIS MOTHER. [HE IS IGNORANT DARKNESS. WHEN THE LIGHT MINGLED INTO THE DARKNESS THE DARKNESS SHONE. WHEN DARKNESS MIXED WITH THE LIGHT, THE LIGHT DIMINISHED, NO LONGER LIGHT NOR DARKNESS BUT DIM.] THIS DIM RULER HAS THREE NAMES: YALDABAOTH IS THE FIRST. SAKLAS IS THE SECOND. SAMAEL IS THE THIRD. HE IS BLASPHEMOUS THROUGH HIS THOUGHTLESSNESS. HE SAID “I AM GOD, AND THERE IS NO GOD BUT ME [THIS LORD YALDABAOTH AS A CREATOR AGENT LORD WITH THEIR DEDICATED FOLLOWERS, WHO COMMITTED THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP, PROCLAIMING IN THE ETERNAL LIE [ROMANS 1:21-32; 3:4-23; 2ND THESSALONIANS 2:1-12 & 1ST JOHN 1:8, 10] TO BE THE ONLY LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH THE SUPREME CREATOR, JUST LIKE IN COMMITTING THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP, THE SEXUAL LORD ALLAH BY THEIR DEDICATED FOLLOWERS, THE SEXUAL LORD BUDDA BY THEIR DEDICATED FOLLOWERS, THE SEXUAL LORD JEHOVAH BY THEIR DEDICATED JEHOVAH-WITNESSES, THE SEXUAL LORD YAHWEH BY THEIR DEDICATED ASSEMBLIES OF YAHWEH, THE SEXUAL LORD VICTOR/SEXUAL LADY VICTORIA BY THEIR DEDICATED SEXUAL LAW FOLLOWERS, SUCH AS THE BUSINESSES, HOUSES & CHURCHES OF THE SEXUAL JESUS CHRIST FOLLOWERS, THE SEXUAL LORD JESUS CHRIST BY THEIR DEDICATED SEXUAL FOLLOWERS, THE HOMOSEXUAL LORD JESUS CHRIST BY THEIR DEDICATED HOMOSEXUAL FOLLOWERS, THE INTERRACIAL ABOMINABLE LORD JESUS CHRIST BY THEIR DEDICATED INTERRACIAL ABOMINABLE FOLLOWERS OR ABSOLUTELY ANY OTHER FALSE GOD/LORD WITH THEIR DEDICATED FOLLOWERS BECAUSE OF SEX & IDOLATRY IN TRANSFORMING RIGHTEOUSNESS & NOT GENUINE, NOR HAS THE TRUE GOODS IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 11:12-15 & ACTS 7:43 OR TRUE GOD/LORD WITH THEIR DEDICATED FOLLOWERS BECAUSE OF SEX & IDOLATRY IN TRANSFORMING RIGHTEOUSNESS & NOT GENUINE, NOR HAS THE TRUE GOODS IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 11:12-15 & ACTS 7:42, FALSELY CLAIMING TO BE THE ONLY TRUE SEXLESS LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH & FORFEITING THEIR ETERNITY’S IN HEAVEN FOR A SIMPLE LONG & STRONG COCK OR A JUICY PUSSY, IS HEADING FOR THE PRISONS IN HELL TO BE ETERNALLY DAMNED BY THE SEXLESS LORD, IF THIS IS NOT SUPREMELY COMMANDED BY THE SEXLESS LORD IN AUTHORIZED SEXLESS INTERCOURSE ALSO KNOWN AS DIVINE INTERCOURSE IN ACTS 17:22-30 & SEX OR FUCKING IS NEVER SUPREMELY COMMANDED [ROMANS 13:1-2] BY THE SEXLESS LORD, BUT MAY BE ETERNALLY ALLOWED ONCE, TO BE ETERNALLY KILLED & ETERNALLY DAMNED BY THE SEXLESS LORD IN GENESIS 4:1; 6:1-7, BUT ULTIMATELY LIKE FIRST OF ALL, TOP CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES], COMMITTING THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP IN ACTS 7:60, IS SECOND IN COMMAND, THE TOP SUPREME LORD LUCIFER [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL] AS THE TOP CREATOR AGENT LORD & FIRST IN COMMAND, IS THE TOP SUPREME LADY VICTORIA [BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] AS THE TOP CREATOR AGENT LADY [FEMALE LORD] ETERNALLY DID IN THE ULTIMATE BEGINNING IN PROVERBS 8:30-31]!” SINCE HE DIDN’T KNOW WHERE HIS OWN POWER ORIGINATED. HIS RULERS CREATED SEVEN AUTHORITIES FOR THEMSELVES. EACH OF THESE AUTHORITIES CREATED SIX DEMONS A PIECE, THERE CAME TO BE 365 DEMONS ALTOGETHER. HERE ARE THE SEVEN AUTHORITIES’ NAMES AND PHYSICAL FORMS: FIRST, ATHOTH WITH A SHEEP’S FACE, SECOND, ELOAIOS WITH A DONKEY’S FACE, THIRD, ASTAPHAIOS WITH A HYENA’S FACE, FOURTH, YAO WITH THE FACE OF A SEVEN HEADED SNAKE, FIFTH, SABAOTH WHO HAS THE FACE OF A DRAGON, SIXTH, ADONIN WHOSE FACE IS THAT OF A MONKEY, SEVENTH, SABBATAIOS WITH A FACE OF FLAME AND FIRE. THESE ARE THE SEVEN, OF THE WEEK. THESE AUTHORITIES RULE THE WORLD. YALDABAOTH HAS MANY FACES. MORE THAN ALL THAT HAVE BEEN LISTED SO HE CAN CONVEY ANY FACE HE WANTS TO THE SERAPHIM AROUND HIM. YALDABAOTH SHARED HIS FIRE WITH HIS SERAPHIM BUT GAVE THEM NONE OF HIS PURE LIGHT ALTHOUGH HE RULED THEM BY VIRTUE OF THE POWER AND GLORY OF THE LIGHT HAD RECEIVED FROM HIS MOTHER. [THEREFORE, HE CALLED HIMSELF “GOD” AND DEFIED HIS PLACE OF ORIGIN.] HE UNITED HIS THOUGHT’S SEVENFOLD POWERS WITH THE AUTHORITIES WHO ACCOMPANIED HIM. HE SPOKE AND IT HAPPENED. HE NAMED THOSE SEVENFOLD POWERS STARTING WITH THE HIGHEST ONE: GOODNESS PAIRED WITH THE FIRST: ATHOTH PROVIDENCE PAIRED WITH THE SECOND: ELOAIOS DIVINITY PAIRED WITH THE THIRD: ASTAPHAIOS LORDSHIP PAIRED WITH THE FOURTH: YAO KINGDOM PAIRED WITH THE FIFTH: SABAOTH ZEAL PAIRED WITH THE SIXTH: ADONIN UNDERSTANDING PAIRED WITH THE SEVENTH: SABBATAIOS EACH HAS ITS OWN REALM MODELED ON ONE OF THE HIGHER REALMS. AND EACH NEW NAME REFERS TO A GLORY IN THE HEAVENS SO THAT YALDABAOTH’S DEMONS MIGHT BE DESTROYED. THE DEMONS’ OWN NAMES, GIVEN BY YALDABAOTH, ARE MIGHTY NAMES BUT THE POWERS’ NAMES REFLECTING THE GLORY ABOVE WILL BRING ABOUT THE DEMONS’ DESTRUCTION AND REMOVE THEIR POWER. THAT IS WHY EACH HAS TWO NAMES. YALDABAOTH MODELED HIS CREATION ON THE PATTERN OF THE ORIGINAL REALMS ABOVE HIM SO THAT IT MIGHT BE JUST LIKE THE INDESTRUCTIBLE REALMS. [NOT THAT HE HAD EVER SEEN THE INDESTRUCTIBLE ONES. RATHER, THE POWER IN HIM, DERIVING FROM HIS MOTHER, MADE HIM AWARE OF THE PATTERN OF THE COSMOS ABOVE.] WHEN HE GAZED UPON HIS CREATION SURROUNDING HIM, HE SAID TO HIS HOST OF DEMONS THE ONES WHO HAD COME FORTH OUT OF HIM: “I AM A JEALOUS GOD AND THERE IS NO GOD BUT ME!” [BUT BY DOING THIS HE ADMITTED TO HIS DEMONS THAT THERE IS INDEED ANOTHER GOD. FOR, IF THERE WERE NO OTHER GOD, WHOM WOULD HE POSSIBLY BE JEALOUS OF?]  HIS MOTHER BEGAN TO MOVE BACK AND FORTH BECAUSE SHE HAD BECOME AWARE THAT SHE NOW LACKED LIGHT FOR HER BRIGHTNESS HAD DIMMED. [SINCE HER CONSORT HAD NOT APPROVED OF HER ACTIONS, SHE GREW DARKER] [I SAID “MASTER, WHAT DOES IT MEAN ‘SHE MOVED BACK AND FORTH’?” HE LAUGHED, SAYING, “IT’S NOT AS MOSES SAID ‘UPON THE WATERS.’ NOT AT ALL.”] WHEN SHE SAW THE EVIL THAT HAD TAKEN PLACE AND THE THEFT OF LIGHT THAT HER SON HAD COMMITTED, SHE REPENTED. IN THE DARKNESS OF IGNORANCE, SHE BEGAN TO FORGET. SHE BEGAN TO BE ASHAMED. BUT SHE COULD NOT YET RETURN ABOVE YET SHE BEGAN TO MOVE. AND SO, SHE MOVED BACK AND FORTH. [THE ARROGANT ONE REMOVED POWER FROM HIS MOTHER FOR HE WAS IGNORANT HE THOUGHT NO ONE EXISTED EXCEPT FOR HIS MOTHER. HE SAW THE HOST OF DEMONS HE HAD CREATED AND HE ELEVATED HIMSELF ABOVE THEM. BUT WHEN THE MOTHER REALIZED THAT THAT MISCARRIAGE WAS SO IMPERFECT, SHE CAME TO REALIZE THAT HER CONSORT HAD NOT APPROVED. SHE REPENTED AND WEPT FURIOUSLY.] ALL OF THE DIVINE REALMS (PLEROMA) HEARD HER REPENTANT PRAYER THEY SOUGHT BLESSING FOR HER FROM THE INVISIBLE VIRGIN SPIRIT. THE SPIRIT CONSENTED. HE POURED THE HOLY SPIRIT OVER HER BROUGHT FORTH FROM THE WHOLE FULL REALM. [HER CONSORT DID NOT COME DOWN TO HER ON HIS OWN, BUT HE CAME THROUGH THE WHOLE FULL REALM TO RESTORE HER TO HER ORIGINAL CONDITION.] SHE WAS ELEVATED ABOVE HER SON, BUT SHE WAS NOT RESTORED TO HER OWN ORIGINAL REALM. SHE WOULD REMAIN IN THE NINTH SPHERE UNTIL SHE WAS FULLY RESTORED.  
HUMANITY BEGINS
THEN CAME A VOICE FROM THE HIGHEST REALMS SAYING: “THE MAN EXISTS! AND THE SON OF MAN!” YALDABAOTH, CHIEF RULER, HEARD IT HE THOUGHT IT CAME FROM HIS MOTHER HE DID NOT KNOW THE TRUE SOURCE OF THE VOICE: THE HOLY MOTHER-FATHER                         PERFECT PROVIDENCE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER OF EVERYTHING IN WHOM EVERYTHING HAS COME TO BE. THE FIRST MAN [THIS IS THE ONE WHO APPEARED TO THEM. HE APPEARED IN THE FORM OF A HUMAN BEING.] ALL OF THE REALM OF THE CHIEF RULER QUAKED! THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE ABYSS MOVED! HE ILLUMINATED THE WATERS ABOVE THE WORLD OF MATTER, HIS IMAGE SHOWN IN THOSE WATERS. ALL THE DEMONS AND THE FIRST RULER TOGETHER GAZED UP TOWARD THE UNDERSIDE OF THE NEWLY SHINING WATERS. THROUGH THAT LIGHT THEY SAW THE IMAGE IN THE WATERS. YALDABAOTH SAID TO HIS SUBORDINATE DEMONS: “LET’S CREATE A MAN ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF GOD AND OUR OWN LIKENESS SO THAT HIS IMAGE WILL ILLUMINATE US.” EACH ONE THROUGH ANOTHER’S POWER CREATED ASPECTS OF THE MAN; EACH ADDED A CHARACTERISTIC CORRESPONDING TO THE PSYCHIC FACTORS THEY HAD SEEN IN THE IMAGE ABOVE THEM. THEY MADE A CREATURE OF SUBSTANCE IN THE LIKENESS OF THAT PERFECT FIRST MAN AND THEY SAID, “LET US CALL HIM ADAM, SO THAT HIS NAME WILL GIVE US THE POWER OF LIGHT.”  
THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE HUMAN BODY
THE SEVEN POWERS BEGAN TO WORK: GOODNESS MADE A PSYCHE OF BONE, PROVIDENCE MADE A PSYCHE OF SINEW, DIVINITY MADE A PSYCHE OF FLESH, LORDSHIP MADE A PSYCHE OF MARROW, KINGDOM MADE A PSYCHE OF BLOOD, ZEAL [JEALOUSY] MADE A PSYCHE OF SKIN, UNDERSTANDING MADE A PSYCHE OF HAIR. THE HOST OF DEMONS TOOK THESE SUBSTANCES FROM THE POWERS TO CREATE THE LIMBS AND THE BODY ITSELF. THEY PUT THE PARTS TOGETHER AND COORDINATED THEM. THE FIRST ONES BEGAN BY MAKING THE HEAD: ABRON CREATED HIS HEAD; MENIGGESSTROETH CREATED THE BRAIN; ASTERECHME THE RIGHT EYE; THASPOMOCHA, THE LEFT EYE; IERONUMOS, THE RIGHT EAR; BISSOUM, THE LEFT EAR; AKIOREIM, THE NOSE; BANENRPHROUM, THE LIPS; AMEN, THE FRONT TEETH; IBIKAN, THE MOLARS; BASILIADEME, THE TONSILS; ACHCHA, THE UVULA; ADABAN, THE NECK; CHAAMAN, THE NECKBONES; DEARCHO, THE THROAT; TEBAR, THE SHOULDER; MNIARCON, THE ELBOW; ABITRION, THE RIGHT ARM; EVANTHEN, THE LEFT ARM; KRYS, THE RIGHT HAND; BELUAI, THE LEFT HAND; TRENEU, THE FINGERS OF THE RIGHT HAND; BALBEL, THE FINGERS OF THE LEFT HAND; KRIMAN, FINGERNAILS; ASTROPS, THE RIGHT BREAST; BARROPH, THE LEFT BREAST; BAOUM, THE RIGHT SHOULDER JOINT; ARARIM, THE LEFT SHOULDER JOINT; ARECHE, THE BELLY; PHTHAVE, THE NAVEL; SENAPHIM, THE ABDOMEN; ARACHETHOPI, THE RIGHT RIBS; ZABEDO, THE LEFT RIBS; BARIAS, THE RIGHT HIP; PHNOUTH THE LEFT HIP; ABENLENARCHEI, THE MARROW; CHNOUMENINORIN, THE SKELETON; GESOLE, THE STOMACH; AGROMAUNA, THE HEART; BANO, THE LUNGS; SOSTRAPAL, THE LIVER; ANESIMALAR, THE SPLEEN; THOPITHRO, THE INTESTINES; BIBLO, THE KIDNEYS; ROEROR, THE SINEWS; TAPHREO, THE SPINE; IPOUSPOBOBA, THE VEINS; BINEBORIN, THE ARTERIES; ATOIMENPSEPHEI, RESPIRATION; ENTHOLLEIA, THE FLESH [OUTER-SKIN]; BEDOUK, THE RIGHT BUTTOCK [RIGHT PART OF THE ASS]; ARABEEI, [THE LEFT BUTTOCK (LEFT PART OF THE ASS)]; [PRIAPOS MEANS ERECT PENIS], THE PENIS; EILO, THE TESTICLES [BALLS, SACK OF SPERM, SEED SAC & SCROTUM]; SORMA, THE GENITALS [MALE REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS]; GORMAKAIOCHLABAR, THE RIGHT THIGH; NEBRITH, THE LEFT THIGH; PSEREM, THE KIDNEYS OF THE RIGHT LEG; ASAKLAS, THE LEFT KIDNEY; ORMAOTH, THE RIGHT LEG; EMENUN, THE LEFT LEG; KNYX, THE RIGHT SHIN; TUPELON, THE LEFT SHIN; ACHIEL, THE RIGHT KNEE; PHNENE, THE LEFT KNEE; PHIOUTHROM, THE RIGHT FOOT; BOABEL, ITS TOES; TRACHOUN, THE LEFT FOOT; PHIKNA, ITS TOES; MIAMAI, THE TOENAILS. AND THOSE WHO WERE APPOINTED OVER ALL OF THESE ARE: ZATHOTH, ARMAS, KALILA, IABEL, SABAOTH, CAIN, ABEL. THE ENERGIZING POWERS IN THE LIMBS WERE DIVIDED AMONG: THE HEAD MADE BY DIOLIMODRAZA; THE NECK BY YAMMEAX; THE RIGHT SHOULDER YAKOUIB; THE LEFT SHOULDER VERTON; THE RIGHT HAND OUDIDI; THE LEFT ARBAO; THE FINGERS OF THE RIGHT HAND LAMPNO; THE FINGERS OF THE LEFT HAND LEEKAPHAR; THE RIGHT BREAST [PAP & NIPPLE] BARBAR; THE LEFT BREAST [PAP & NIPPLE] IMAE; THE CHEST PISANDRIAPTES; THE RIGHT SHOULDER JOINT KOADE; THE LEFT SHOULDER JOINT ODEOR; THE RIGHT RIBS ASPHIXIX; THE LEFT RIBS SYNOGCHOUTA; THE ABDOMEN AROUPH; THE WOMB [UTERUS, VAGINA, PUSSY, VULVA, CUNT [VULGAR, & CLIT] SABALO; THE RIGHT THIGH CHARCHARB; THE LEFT THIGH CHTHAON; THE GENITALS [FEMALE REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS] BATHINOTH; THE RIGHT LEG CHOUX; THE LEFT LEG CHARCHA; THE RIGHT SHIN AROER; THE LEFT SHIN TOECHTHA; THE RIGHT KNEE AOL; THE LEFT KNEE CHARANER; THE RIGHT FOOT BASTAN; ITS TOES ARCHENTECHTHA; THE LEFT FOOT MAREPHNOUNTH; ITS TOES ABRANA. SEVEN GOVERN THE WHOLE BODY: MICHAEL, OURIEL, ASMENEDAS, SAPHASATOEL, AARMOURIAM, RICHRAM, AMIORPS. THE ONE WHO GOVERNS PERCEPTIONS: ARCHENDEKTA, THE ONE WHO GOVERNS RECEPTION: DEITHARBATHAS, THE ONE WHO GOVERNS IMAGINATION: OUMMAA, THE ONE WHO GOVERNS INTEGRATION: AACHIARAM, THE ONE WHO GOVERNS IMPULSE: RIARAMNACHO. THERE IS A FOURFOLD SOURCE OF THE BODILY DEMONS: HOT, COLD, DRY, WET.             [MATTER IS THE MOTHER OF THEM ALL.] RULER OF HOT: PHLOXOPHA, RULER OF COLD: OROORROTHOS, RULER OF DRY:                ERIMACHO, RULER OF WET: ATHURO. THEIR MOTHER STANDS AMONG THEM: ONORTHOCHRASAEI, SHE IS UNLIMITED, SHE MIXES WITH ALL OF THEM. SHE IS MATTER AND THEY ARE NOURISHED BY HER. THE FOUR CHIEF DEMONS ARE: EPHEMEMPHI, ASSOCIATED WITH PLEASURE, YOKO, ASSOCIATED WITH DESIRE, NENENTOPHNI, ASSOCIATED WITH DISTRESS, BLAOMEN, ASSOCIATED WITH FEAR. THEIR MOTHER IS ESTHESIS-ZOUCH-EPI-PTOE. OUT FROM THESE FOUR DEMONS COME [SEXUAL] PASSIONS: FROM [SEXUAL] DISTRESS ARISES ENVY, JEALOUSY, GRIEF, VEXATION, DISCORD, CRUELTY, WORRY, MOURNING. FROM [SEXUAL] PLEASURE COMES MUCH EVIL AND UNMERITED PRIDE, AND SO FORTH. FROM [SEXUAL] DESIRE COMES ANGER, FURY, BITTERNESS, OUTRAGE, DISSATISFACTION AND SO FORTH. FROM [SEXUAL] FEAR EMERGES HORROR, FLATTERY, SUFFERING, AND SHAME. [THEIR THOUGHT AND TRUTH, IS ANAYO, THE RULER OF THE MATERIAL SOUL. IT BELONGS WITH THE SEVEN SENSES, ESTHESIS-ZOUCH-EPI-PTOE.] THIS IS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF THE DEMONS: 365 THEY WORKED TOGETHER TO COMPLETE, PART BY PART, THE PSYCHICAL AND THE MATERIAL BODY. THERE ARE EVEN MORE OF THEM IN CHARGE OF OTHER PASSIONS THAT I DIDN’T TELL YOU ABOUT. IF YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT THEM YOU WILL FIND THE INFORMATION IN THE BOOK OF ZOROASTER. ALL OF YALDABAOTH’S SERVANTS AND HIS DEMONS WORKED TO FINISH THE PSYCHIC BODY. FOR A VERY LONG TIME IT LAY INANIMATE IT DID NOT MOVE. YALDABAOTH’S MOTHER WANTED TO TAKE BACK THE POWER SHE HAD TURNED OVER TO THE CHIEF RULER. SHE EARNESTLY ASKED THE MOST MERCIFUL, THE MOTHER-FATHER OF EVERYTHING, FOR HELP. YALDABAOTH DECEIVED BY HIS SACRED COMMAND HE SENT DOWN THE FIVE LIGHTS             IN THE FORMS OF THE PRINCIPAL ADVISORS TO YALDABAOTH. [THIS LED TO THE REMOVAL OF YALDABAOTH’S MOTHER’S DIVINE POWER FROM HIM.]  THEY TOLD YALDABAOTH: “BLOW SOME OF YOUR SPIRIT IN THE MAN’S FACE, THEN HIS BODY WILL RISE UP.” YALDABAOTH BLEW SOME OF HIS SPIRIT INTO THE MAN. THAT SPIRIT WAS THE DIVINE POWER OF HIS MOTHER. [HE DIDN’T UNDERSTAND WHAT WAS HAPPENING, FOR HE LIVED IN IGNORANCE.] HIS MOTHER’S DIVINE POWER LEFT YALDABAOTH IT ENTERED THE PSYCHIC HUMAN BODY MODELED ON THE PRIMORDIAL IMAGE. THE HUMAN BODY MOVED! IT GREW POWERFUL! IT SHONE! YALDABAOTH’S DEMONIC FORCES ENVIED THE MAN. THROUGH THEIR UNITED EFFORTS HE HAD COME INTO BEING THEY HAD GIVEN THEIR POWER TO HIM. HIS UNDERSTANDING WAS FAR GREATER THAN THAT OF THOSE WHO HAD CREATED HIM. AND GREATER THAN THAT OF THE CHIEF RULER HIMSELF. WHEN THEY REALIZED THAT HE SHONE WITH LIGHT AND COULD THINK BETTER THAN THEY COULD             AND WAS NAKED OF EVIL, THEY TOOK HIM AND CAST HIM DOWN INTO THE LOWEST DEPTHS OF THE MATERIAL WORLD. 
THE BEGINNING OF SALVATION
THE BLESSED ONE. THE MOTHER-FATHER, THE GOOD MERCIFUL ONE LOOKED COMPASSIONATELY UPON THE MOTHER’S POWER             RELINQUISHED BY THE CHIEF RULER. SINCE YALDABAOTH’S DEMONS MIGHT AGAIN OVERPOWER THE PERCEPTIBLE PSYCHIC BODY. HE SENT DOWN FROM HIS GOOD SPIRIT A HELPER FOR ADAM, OUT OF HIS GREAT COMPASSION A LIGHT-FILLED EPINOIA EMERGED.             AND HE CALLED HER LIFE (ZOE). SHE AIDS THE ENTIRE CREATION WORKING WITH HIM RESTORING HIM TO THE FULLNESS. SHE TAUGHT ADAM ABOUT THE WAY HIS PEOPLE HAD DESCENDED SHE TAUGHT ADAM ABOUT THE WAY HE COULD ASCEND, WHICH IS THE WAY HE HAD DESCENDED. THE LIGHT-FILLED EPINOIA WAS HIDDEN IN ADAM. SO THAT THE RULERS WOULDN’T KNOW ABOUT HER             FOR EPINOIA WOULD REPAIR THE DISASTER THEIR MOTHER HAD CAUSED. [ADAM WAS REVEALED BECAUSE WITHIN HIM DWELT THE SHADOW OF LIGHT. HIS MENTAL ABILITIES WERE FAR GREATER THAN THOSE OF HIS CREATORS. THEY HAD GAZED UPWARD AND SEEN HIS EXALTED MENTAL CAPABILITY.] THE HOST OF RULERS AND DEMONS PLOTTED TOGETHER, THEY MIXED FIRE AND EARTH AND WATER TOGETHER WITH FOUR BLAZING WINDS, THEY MELDED THEM TOGETHER IN GREAT TURBULENCE. ADAM WAS BROUGHT INTO THE SHADOW OF DEATH. THEY INTENDED TO MAKE HIM ANEW, THIS TIME FROM EARTH, WATER, FIRE, WIND [AIR], WHICH ARE                         MATTER [EARTH], DARKNESS [WATER], DESIRE [FIRE], THE ARTIFICIAL SPIRIT [WIND & AIR]. THIS ALL BECAME A TOMB [IN THE THROAT IS MALE & IN THE WOMB IS FEMALE], A NEW KIND OF BODY. THOSE THIEVES BOUND THE MAN IN IT, ENCHAINED HIM IN FORGETFULNESS, MADE HIM SUBJECT TO DYING. [HIS WAS THE FIRST DESCENT AND THE FIRST SEPARATION. YET THE LIGHT-FILLED EPINOIA WITHIN HIM WILL ELEVATE HIS THINKING.] 
ADAM IN YALDABAOTH'S PARADISE
THE RULERS TOOK THE MAN AND PUT HIM INTO PARADISE THEY TOLD HIM TO EAT FREELY. [THEIR FOOD IS BITTER; THEIR BEAUTY IS CORRUPT.  THEIR FOOD IS DECEIT; THEIR TREES ARE UNGODLINESS. THEIR FRUIT IS POISON. THEIR PROMISE IS DEATH.] THEY PLACED THE TREE OF THEIR LIFE INTO THE MIDDLE OF PARADISE. [I WILL TEACH YOU (PLURAL) THE SECRET OF THEIR LIFE: THE PLAN THAT THEY MADE TOGETHER ABOUT AN ARTIFICIAL SPIRIT.] ITS ROOT IS BITTER ITS BRANCHES ARE DEAD. ITS SHADOW IS HATRED, ITS LEAVES ARE DECEPTION, THE NECTAR OF WICKEDNESS IS IN ITS BLOSSOMS. ITS FRUIT IS DEATH, ITS SEED IS DESIRE, IT, FLOWERS IN THE DARKNESS. THOSE WHO EAT FROM IT ARE DENIZENS OF HADES DARKNESS IS THEIR RESTING PLACE. AS FOR THE TREE CALLED “THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL” IT IS THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT. THEY COMMANDED HIM NOT TO EAT FROM IT, STANDING IN FRONT TO CONCEAL IT, FOR FEAR THAT HE MIGHT LOOK UPWARDS TO THE FULLNESS AND KNOW THE NAKEDNESS OF HIS INDECENCY. [HOWEVER, I CAUSED THEM TO EAT. I ASKED THE SAVIOR, “LORD, ISN’T IT THE SERPENT THAT CAUSED ADAM TO EAT?” HE SMILED AND REPLIED, “THE SERPENT CAUSED THEM TO EAT IN ORDER TO PRODUCE THE WICKEDNESS OF THE [SEXUAL] DESIRE TO REPRODUCE THAT WOULD MAKE ADAM HELPFUL TO HIM.”] THE CHIEF RULER, YALDABAOTH, KNEW THAT BECAUSE THE LIGHT-FILLED EPINOIA WITHIN ADAM MADE HIS MENTAL ABILITIES GREATER THAN HIS OWN, ADAM HAD BEEN DISOBEDIENT. IN ORDER TO RECOVER THE POWER THAT HE HAD PUT INTO ADAM, YALDABAOTH MADE ADAM COMPLETELY FORGETFUL. [I ASKED THE SAVIOR, “WHAT IS IT TO BE ‘COMPLETELY FORGETFUL?’” HE REPLIED, “IT IS NOT WHAT MOSES WROTE IN HIS FIRST BOOK: ‘HE CAUSED ADAM TO FALL INTO DEEP SLEEP’ RATHER, ADAM’S PERCEPTIONS WERE VEILED AND HE BECAME UNCONSCIOUS. AS HE (YALDABAOTH) SAID THROUGH HIS PROPHET: 'I WILL MAKE THEIR MINDS DULL SO THAT THEY DO NOT SEE OR UNDERSTAND.'”] WOMAN COMES INTO BEING THE LIGHT-FILLED EPINOIA HID DEEP WITHIN ADAM. THE CHIEF RULER TRIED TO REMOVE HER FROM HIS RIBCAGE, BUT EPINOIA CANNOT BE CAPTURED. ALTHOUGH THE DARKNESS PURSUED HER IT DID NOT CATCH HER. THE CHIEF RULER DID REMOVE A PORTION OF HIS POWER FROM ADAM TO CREATE A PERSON WITH A WOMAN’S FORM MODELED ON THE LIGHT-FILLED EPINOIA THAT HAD BEEN MANIFESTED TO HIM. HE PLACED THE POWER REMOVED FROM THE MAN INTO THE WOMAN. [IT DID NOT HAPPEN THE WAY MOSES SAID IT DID: “HE TOOK A RIB AND MADE THE WOMAN.”] ADAM SAW THE WOMAN STANDING NEXT TO HIM.             THE LIGHT-FILLED EPINOIA IMMEDIATELY APPEARED TO HIM, SHE RAISED UP THE VEIL THAT DULLED HIS MIND. HE SOBERED UP FROM THE DARK DRUNKENNESS AND HE RECOGNIZED HIS OWN COUNTERPART. HE SAID: “THIS IS BONE FROM MY BONES                 FLESH FROM MY FLESH.” BECAUSE OF THIS A MAN WILL LEAVE HIS MOTHER AND FATHER AND BE JOINED TO A WOMAN AND THOSE TWO WILL BECOME ONE FLESH. FOR THEY WILL SEND HIS HELPER TO HIM. [SOPHIA, OUR SISTER, CAME DOWN DESCENDING INNOCENTLY SO AS TO REGAIN WHAT SHE HAD LOST. THEREFORE, SHE WAS CALLED LIFE. THE MOTHER OF THE LIVING, THE ONE FROM THE PROVIDENCE OF THE AUTHORITY OF HEAVEN BY HER ASSISTANCE PEOPLE CAN ACHIEVE PERFECT KNOWLEDGE.] I APPEARED AS AN EAGLE PERCHED ON THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE! [WHICH IS THE EPINOIA FROM THE PURE PROVIDENCE OF LIGHT.] IN ORDER TO TEACH THEM AND RAISE THEM UP FROM SLEEP’S DEPTHS. [FOR THE TWO OF THEM WERE FALLEN AND AWARE OF THEIR NAKEDNESS.             EPINOIA APPEARED AS A BEING FULL OF LIGHT SHE ENLIGHTENED THEIR MINDS.] WHEN YALDABAOTH DISCOVERED THAT THEY HAD MOVED AWAY FROM HIM, HE CURSED HIS EARTH. HE LOCATED THE WOMAN AS SHE WAS PREPARING HERSELF FOR HER MAN. HE GAVE THE WOMAN OVER SO THAT THE MAN MIGHT BE HER MASTER, BECAUSE HE DID NOT KNOW THE SECRET OF THE DIVINE STRATEGY. THE MAN AND WOMAN WERE TOO TERRIFIED TO RENOUNCE YALDABAOTH, WHO SHOWED HIS IGNORANCE TO HIS ANGELS AND HE CAST BOTH OF THEM OUT OF PARADISE DRESSING THEM IN HEAVY DARKNESS. THE CHIEF ARCHON SAW THE YOUNG WOMAN WHO WAS STANDING BY ADAM. HE REALIZED THAT THE LIGHT-FILLED EPINOIA OF LIFE WAS WITHIN HER.             YALDABAOTH BECAME COMPLETELY IGNORANT. [WHEN THE PROVIDENCE OF ALL SAW WHAT WAS GOING TO HAPPEN, SHE SENT ASSISTANTS TO REMOVE DIVINE LIFE FROM EVE.] YALDABAOTH RAPED EVE. SHE BORE TWO SONS. ELOHIM WAS THE NAME OF THE FIRST. YAHWEH WAS THE NAME OF THE SECOND. ELOHIM HAS A BEAR’S FACE. YAHWEH HAS A CAT’S FACE. ONE IS RIGHTEOUS; ONE IS NOT. YAHWEH IS RIGHTEOUS; ELOHIM IS NOT. YAHWEH WOULD COMMAND FIRE AND WIND [AIR], ELOHIM WOULD COMMAND WATER AND EARTH.] YALDABAOTH DECEPTIVELY NAMED THE TWO: CAIN AND ABEL. [FROM THEN UNTIL NOW SEXUAL INTERCOURSE HAS PERSISTED THANKS TO THE CHIEF RULER WHO PUT [SEXUAL] DESIRE FOR REPRODUCTION INTO THE WOMAN WHO ACCOMPANIES ADAM. THROUGH [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE THE RULER CAUSED NEW HUMAN BODIES TO BE PRODUCED AND HE BLEW HIS ARTIFICIAL SPIRIT INTO EACH OF THEM.] YALDABAOTH INSTALLED THE TWO WITH AUTHORITY OVER NATURAL ELEMENTS SO THEY CAN TO RULE OVER THE TOMB [THE THROAT IS MALE & THE WOMB IS FEMALE]. 
THE CHILDREN OF SETH POPULATE THE WORLD
ADAM HAD INTERCOURSE WITH THE IMAGE OF HIS FOREKNOWLEDGE (PROGNOSIS) HE BEGOT A SON LIKE THE SON OF MAN             AND HE CALLED THAT SON SETH MODELING HIM ON THE HEAVENLY RACE IN THE HIGHER REALMS. IN THE SAME WAY THE MOTHER SENT DOWN HER SPIRIT THE IMAGE OF HERSELF A MODEL OF THE FULL HIGHER REALM, IN ORDER TO PREPARE A PLACE FOR THE DESCENT OF THE REALMS. THE CHIEF RULER, THOUGH, FORCED THE HUMANS TO DRINK FROM WATERS OF FORGETFULNESS SO THAT THEY MIGHT NOT KNOW THEIR TRUE PLACE OF ORIGIN. THE CHILDREN (OF SETH) REMAINED IN THIS CONDITION FOR A WHILE IN ORDER THAT WHEN THE SPIRIT DESCENDS FROM THE HOLY REALMS THE SPIRIT CAN RAISE UP THE CHILDREN AND HEAL THEM FROM ALL DEFECTS AND THUS RESTORE COMPLETE HOLINESS TO THE FULLNESS OF GOD. 
THE SIX QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SOUL
I ASKED THE SAVIOR, “LORD, WILL EVERY SOUL BE SAVED AND ENTER THE PURE LIGHT?” HE REPLIED, “YOU ARE ASKING AN IMPORTANT QUESTION, ONE IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE TO ANSWER FOR ANYONE WHO IS NOT A MEMBER OF THE UNMOVED RACE. THEY ARE THE PEOPLE UPON WHOM THE SPIRIT OF LIFE WILL DESCEND AND THE POWER WILL ENABLE THEM TO BE SAVED AND TO BECOME PERFECT AND WORTHY OF GREATNESS. THEY EXPUNGE EVIL FROM THEMSELVES AND THEY WILL CARE NOTHING FOR WICKEDNESS, WANTING ONLY THAT WHICH IS NOT CORRUPT. THEY WILL ACHIEVE FREEDOM FROM RAGE, ENVY, JEALOUSY, DESIRE, OR CRAVING.” “THE PHYSICAL BODY WILL NEGATIVELY EFFECT THEM. THEY WEAR IT AS THEY LOOK FORWARD TO THE TIME WHEN THEY WILL MEET UP WITH THOSE WHO WILL REMOVE IT. THOSE PEOPLE DESERVE INDESTRUCTIBLE ETERNAL LIFE. THEY ENDURE EVERYTHING, BEARING UP UNDER EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS SO THAT THEY CAN DESERVE THE GOOD AND INHERIT LIFE ETERNAL.” THEN I ASKED HIM, “LORD, WHAT ABOUT THE SOULS WHO DIDN’T DO THESE THINGS EVEN THOUGH THE SPIRIT OF LIFE’S POWER, DESCENDED ON THEM?” HE ANSWERED, “IF THE SPIRIT DESCENDS TO PEOPLE, THEY WILL BE TRANSFORMED AND SAVED. THE POWER DESCENDS ON EVERYONE AND, WITHOUT IT, NO ONE CAN EVEN STAND UP. AFTER THEY ARE BORN, IF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE INCREASES IN THEM, POWER COMES TO THEM AND THEIR SOULS ARE STRENGTHENED. NOTHING THEN CAN LEAVE THEM ASTRAY INTO WICKEDNESS. BUT IF THE ARTIFICIAL SPIRIT COMES INTO PEOPLE, IT LEADS THEM ASTRAY.” THEN I SAID, “LORD, WHEN SOULS COME OUT OF THE FLESH WHERE DO THEY GO?” HE REPLIED, SMILING, “IF THE SOUL IS STRONG IT HAS MORE OF POWER THAN IT HAS OF THE ARTIFICIAL SPIRIT AND SO IT FLEES FROM WICKEDNESS. WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE ONE THAT SOUL IS SAVED AND IT ATTAINS ETERNAL REST.” I THEN ASKED HIM, “LORD, WHAT OF THE SOULS OF THE PEOPLE WHO DO NOT KNOW WHOSE PEOPLE THEY ARE? WHERE DO THEY GO?” HE RESPONDED, “IN THOSE PEOPLE THE ARTIFICIAL SPIRIT HAS GROWN STRONG AND THEY HAVE GONE ASTRAY. THEIR SOULS ARE BURDENED, DRAWN TO WICKEDNESS, AND CAST INTO FORGETFULNESS.” “WHEN THEY COME FORTH FROM THE BODY, SUCH A SOUL IS GIVEN OVER TO THE POWERS CREATED BY THE RULERS, BOUND IN CHAINS, AND CAST INTO PRISON AGAIN. AROUND AND AROUND IT GOES UNTIL IT MANAGES TO BECOME FREE FROM FORGETFULNESS THROUGH KNOWLEDGE. AND SO, EVENTUALLY, IT BECOMES PERFECT AND IS SAVED.” THEN I ASKED, “LORD, HOW DOES THE SOUL SHRINK DOWN SO AS TO BE ABLE TO ENTER ITS MOTHER OR A MAN? HE WAS HAPPY THAT I ASKED THIS AND SAID, “YOU ARE TRULY BLESSED BECAUSE YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD. THE SOUL SHOULD BE GUIDED BY ANOTHER WITHIN WHOM IS THE SPIRIT OF LIFE. IT WILL BE SAVED BY THAT MEANS AND ACCORDINGLY WILL NOT HAVE TO ENTER A BODY AGAIN. AND I SAID, “LORD, WHAT HAPPENS TO THE SOULS OF PEOPLE WHO ACHIEVED TRUE KNOWLEDGE, BUT WHO TURNED AWAY FROM IT?” HE SAID TO ME, “DEMONS OF POVERTY WILL TAKE THEM TO A PLACE WHERE THERE IS NO POSSIBILITY OF REPENTANCE. THERE THEY WILL STAY UNTIL THE TIME WHEN THOSE WHO BLASPHEMED AGAINST THE SPIRIT WILL BE TORTURED AND SUBJECTED TO PUNISHMENT FOREVER.” I ASKED, “LORD, WHERE DID THE ARTIFICIAL SPIRIT COME FROM?” AND HE TOLD ME: THREE PLOTS AGAINST HUMANITY, THE MOTHER-FATHER IS MERCIFUL, A HOLY SPIRIT SYMPATHIZING WITH US. THROUGH THE EPINOIA OF THE PROVIDENCE OF THE LIGHT, IT RAISES UP THE CHILDREN OF THE PERFECT RACE RAISING UP THEIR THOUGHT, THEIR LIGHT ETERNAL. WHEN THE CHIEF ARCHON LEARNED THAT THEY WERE ELEVATED ABOVE HIM AND THAT THEIR MENTAL ABILITY SURPASSED HIS HE WANTED TO PUT A STOP TO THEIR THOUGHT. BUT HE DID NOT KNOW THE EXTENT OF THEIR MENTAL SUPERIORITY AND HE COULD NOT STOP THEM. HE MADE A PLAN WITH HIS DEMONS             WHO ARE HIS POWERS EACH OF THEM FORNICATED WITH WISDOM (SOPHIA) AND PRODUCED FATE THE LAST VARIETY OF IMPRISONMENT. FATE CHANGES UNPREDICTABLY. IT IS OF DIFFERENT SORTS JUST AS THE DEMONS ARE OF DIFFERENT SORTS. FATE IS HARD. FATE [DOOM] IS STRONGER THAN THE GODS, THE AUTHORITIES, THE DEMONS, THE GENERATIONS OF PEOPLE WHO ARE CAUGHT UP IN IT. OUT OF FATE [DOOM] EMERGED SINFULNESS, VIOLENCE, BLASPHEMY, FORGETFULNESS, IGNORANCE, WEIGHTY COMMANDMENTS, HEAVY [SEXUAL] SINS, TERRIBLE FEAR. IN THIS WAY ALL OF CREATION BECAME BLIND, IGNORANT OF GOD ABOVE EVERYTHING. BECAUSE OF IMPRISONMENT IN FORGETFULNESS, THEY ARE UNAWARE OF THEIR [SEXUAL] SINS, THEY ARE BOUND INTO PERIODS OF TIME AND SEASONS, BY FATE [DOOM] WHO IS LORD OF IT ALL. YALDABAOTH EVENTUALLY CAME TO REGRET EVERYTHING HE HAD CREATED. HE DECIDED TO BRING A GREAT FLOOD UPON CREATION, UPON MANKIND. BUT THE GREAT LIGHT OF PROVIDENCE WARNED NOAH. HE PREACHED TO ALL OF THE CHILDREN, THE SONS OF MEN, BUT IF THEY WERE STRANGERS TO HIM, THEY DIDN’T LISTEN. [IT WAS NOT THE WAY MOSES SAID: “THEY HID IN AN ARK.” RATHER, THEY HID IN A SPECIAL PLACE, NOT JUST NOAH             BUT ALSO MANY OTHER PEOPLE FROM THE IMMOVABLE RACE. THEY WENT INTO HIDING WITHIN A CLOUD OF LIGHT.] NOAH KNEW HIS OWN AUTHORITY AND THAT OF THE LIGHT BEING WHO ILLUMINATED THEM ALTHOUGH THE CHIEF RULER POURED DARKNESS OVER ALL THE WORLD. THE CHIEF RULER AND HIS POWERS PLOTTED A STRATEGY, TO SEND HIS DEMONS TO HUMAN DAUGHTERS             AND MAKE THEMSELVES CHILDREN BY THEM TO ENJOY. BUT THEY FAILED. AFTER THEIR FAILURE THEY MADE ANOTHER PLAN.             THEY CREATED AN ARTIFICIAL SPIRIT MODELED ON THE SPIRIT WHO DESCENDED SO, TO IMPREGNATE SOULS BY MEANS OF THIS SPIRIT, THE DEMONS CHANGED APPEARANCE TO LOOK LIKE THE WOMEN’S HUSBANDS THEY FILLED THE WOMEN WITH THAT SPIRIT OF DARKNESS AND WICKEDNESS. THEY BROUGHT INTO BEING GOLD AND SILVER, MONEY AND COINS, IRON AND OTHER METALS AND ALL THINGS OF THIS SORT. AND THE PEOPLE WHO WERE ATTRACTED WERE LED ASTRAY INTO TROUBLES AND WERE GREATLY MISLED.             AND GREW OLD EXPERIENCING NO [SEXLESS] PLEASURE, AND DIED FINDING NO TRUTH [HOSEA 4:6], NEVER KNOWING THE TRUE GOD. THIS IS THE WAY THAT THEY ENSLAVED ALL OF CREATION FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD UNTIL NOW. [THEY TOOK SOME WOMEN AND PRODUCED CHILDREN OUT OF DARKNESS AND THEY CLOSED THEIR HEARTS AND THEY HARDENED THEMSELVES                          IN THE HARDNESS OF THEIR ARTIFICIAL SPIRIT UNTIL THE PRESENT DAY.] THE PROVIDENCE HYMN I AM THE PROVIDENCE OF EVERYTHING. I BECAME LIKE MY OWN HUMAN CHILDREN. I EXISTED FROM THE FIRST. I WALKED DOWN EVERY POSSIBLE ROAD. I AM THE WEALTH OF THE LIGHT. I AM THE REMEMBERING OF THE FULLNESS. I WALKED INTO THE PLACE OF GREATEST DARKNESS AND ON DOWN. I ENTERED THE CENTRAL PART OF THE PRISON. THE FOUNDATIONS OF CHAOS QUAKED. I HID BECAUSE OF THEIR EVIL.             THEY DID NOT RECOGNIZE ME. I CAME DOWN A SECOND TIME CONTINUING ON. I EMERGED FROM AMONG THOSE OF LIGHT I AM THE REMEMBERING OF PROVIDENCE I ENTERED THE MIDDLE OF DARKNESS, THE INNER PART OF THE UNDERWORLD TO PURSUE MY MISSION. THE FOUNDATIONS OF CHAOS QUAKED. THREATENING TO COLLAPSE UPON ALL WHO WERE THERE AND UTTERLY DESTROY THEM I SOARED UPWARD AGAIN TO MY ROOTS IN LIGHT SO AS NOT TO DESTROY THEM ALL YET. I DESCENDED A THIRD TIME. I AM LIGHT I AM DWELLING IN LIGHT I AM THE REMEMBERING OF PROVIDENCE I ENTERED THE MIDST OF DARKNESS I CAME TO THE DEEPEST PART OF THE UNDERWORLD. I LET MY FACE LIGHT UP THINKING OF THE END OF THEIR TIME, I ENTERED THEIR PRISON.             THE BODY IS THAT PRISON I CRIED OUT: “ANYONE WHO HEARS, RISE UP FROM YOUR DEEP SLEEP!” AND THE SLEEPING ONE AWOKE AND WEPT WIPING BITTER TEARS SAYING “WHO CALLS ME?” “WHERE HAS MY HOPE COME FROM AS I LIE IN THE DEPTHS OF THIS PRISON?” “I AM THE PROVIDENCE OF PURE LIGHT,” I REPLIED, “I AM THE THOUGHT OF THE VIRGIN SPIRIT RAISING YOU UP TO AN HONORED PLACE. RISE UP! REMEMBER WHAT YOU HAVE HEARD. TRACE BACK YOUR ROOTS TO ME. THE MERCIFUL ONE. GUARD AGAINST THE POVERTY DEMONS. GUARD AGAINST THE CHAOS DEMONS. GUARD AGAINST ALL WHO WOULD BIND YOU.             AWAKEN! STAY AWAKE! RISE OUT OF THE DEPTHS OF THE UNDERWORLD! I RAISED HIM UP I SEALED HIM WITH THE LIGHT/WATER OF THE FIVE SEALS. DEATH HAD NO POWER OVER HIM EVER AGAIN. I ASCEND AGAIN TO THE PERFECT REALM. I COMPLETED EVERYTHING AND YOU HAVE HEARD IT.”   
THE CONCLUSION
“I HAVE TOLD YOU EVERYTHING NOW SO THAT YOU CAN WRITE IT ALL DOWN AND SHARE IT WITH YOUR FELLOW SPIRITS SECRETLY. FOR THIS IS THE MYSTERY OF THE UNMOVED RACE.” THE SAVIOR GAVE ALL OF THIS TO HIM TO WRITE AND TO KEEP CAREFULLY. HE SAID TO HIM, “ANYONE WHO EXCHANGES IT FOR A PRESENT, OR FOR FOOD, OR FOR DRINK, OR FOR CLOTHING, OR FOR ANYTHING ELSE OF THAT SORT WILL BE CURSED.” THESE THINGS CAME TO JOHN IN A MYSTERY. INSTANTLY THE SAVIOR VANISHED. JOHN CAME TO HIS FELLOW DISCIPLES AND TOLD THEM WHAT THE SAVIOR HAD SAID TO HIM. JESUS THE CHRIST. AMEN. 
THE ASCLEPIUS 21-29
"AND IF YOU (ASCLEPIUS) WISH TO SEE THE REALITY OF THIS MYSTERY, THEN YOU SHOULD SEE THE WONDERFUL REPRESENTATION OF THE INTERCOURSE THAT TAKES PLACE BETWEEN THE MALE AND THE FEMALE. FOR WHEN THE SEMEN REACHES THE CLIMAX, IT LEAPS FORTH. IN THAT MOMENT, THE FEMALE RECEIVES THE STRENGTH OF THE MALE; THE MALE, FOR HIS PART, RECEIVES THE STRENGTH OF THE FEMALE, WHILE THE SEMEN DOES THIS. "THEREFORE, THE MYSTERY OF INTERCOURSE IS PERFORMED IN SECRET, IN ORDER THAT THE TWO SEXES MIGHT NOT DISGRACE THEMSELVES IN FRONT OF MANY WHO DO NOT EXPERIENCE THAT REALITY. FOR EACH OF THEM (THE SEXES) CONTRIBUTES ITS (OWN PART IN) BEGETTING. FOR IF IT HAPPENS IN THE PRESENCE OF THOSE WHO DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE REALITY, (IT IS) LAUGHABLE AND UNBELIEVABLE. AND, MOREOVER, THEY ARE HOLY MYSTERIES, OF BOTH WORDS AND DEEDS, BECAUSE NOT ONLY ARE THEY NOT HEARD, BUT ALSO, THEY ARE NOT SEEN. "THEREFORE, SUCH PEOPLE (THE UNBELIEVERS) ARE BLASPHEMERS. THEY ARE ATHEISTIC AND IMPIOUS. BUT THE OTHERS ARE NOT MANY; RATHER, THE PIOUS WHO ARE COUNTED ARE FEW. THEREFORE, WICKEDNESS REMAINS AMONG (THE) MANY, SINCE LEARNING CONCERNING THE THINGS WHICH ARE ORDAINED DOES NOT EXIST AMONG THEM. FOR THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE ORDAINED IS TRULY THE HEALING OF THE PASSIONS OF THE MATTER. THEREFORE, LEARNING IS SOMETHING DERIVED FROM KNOWLEDGE. "BUT IF THERE IS IGNORANCE, AND LEARNING DOES NOT EXIST IN THE SOUL OF MAN, (THEN) THE INCURABLE PASSIONS PERSIST IN IT (THE SOUL). AND ADDITIONAL EVIL COMES WITH THEM (THE PASSIONS), IN THE FORM OF AN INCURABLE SORE. AND THE SORE CONSTANTLY GNAWS AT THE SOUL, AND THROUGH IT THE SOUL PRODUCES WORMS FROM THE EVIL, AND STINKS. BUT GOD IS NOT THE CAUSE OF THESE THINGS, SINCE HE SENT TO MEN KNOWLEDGE AND LEARNING. "TRISMEGISTUS, DID HE SEND THEM TO MEN ALONE?" "YES, ASCLEPIUS, HE SENT THEM TO THEM ALONE. AND IT IS FITTING THAT WE TELL YOU WHY TO MEN ALONE HE GRANTED KNOWLEDGE AND LEARNING, THE ALLOTMENT OF HIS GOOD. "AND NOW LISTEN! GOD AND THE FATHER, EVEN THE LORD, CREATED MAN SUBSEQUENT TO THE GODS, AND HE TOOK HIM FROM THE REGION OF MATTER. SINCE MATTER IS INVOLVED IN THE CREATION OF MAN, OF [...], THE PASSIONS ARE IN IT. THEREFORE, THEY CONTINUALLY FLOW OVER HIS BODY, FOR THIS LIVING CREATURE WOULD NOT HAVE EXISTED IN ANY OTHER WAY EXCEPT THAT HE HAD TAKEN THIS FOOD, SINCE HE IS MORTAL. IT IS ALSO INEVITABLE THAT INOPPORTUNE DESIRES, WHICH ARE HARMFUL, DWELL IN HIM. FOR THE GODS, SINCE THEY CAME INTO BEING OUT OF A PURE MATTER, DO NOT NEED LEARNING AND KNOWLEDGE. FOR THE IMMORTALITY OF THE GODS IS LEARNING AND KNOWLEDGE, SINCE THEY CAME INTO BEING OUT OF PURE MATTER. IT (IMMORTALITY) ASSUMED FOR THEM THE POSITION OF KNOWLEDGE AND LEARNING. BY NECESSITY, HE (GOD) SET A BOUNDARY FOR MAN; HE PLACED HIM IN LEARNING AND KNOWLEDGE. "CONCERNING THESE THINGS (LEARNING AND KNOWLEDGE) WHICH WE HAVE MENTIONED FROM THE BEGINNING, HE (GOD) PERFECTED THEM IN ORDER THAT BY MEANS OF THESE THINGS HE MIGHT RESTRAIN PASSIONS AND EVILS, ACCORDING TO HIS WILL. HE BROUGHT HIS (MAN'S) MORTAL EXISTENCE INTO IMMORTALITY; HE (MAN) BECAME GOOD (AND) IMMORTAL, JUST AS I HAVE SAID. FOR HE (GOD) CREATED (A) TWO-FOLD NATURE FOR HIM: THE IMMORTAL AND THE MORTAL. "AND IT HAPPENED THIS WAY BECAUSE OF THE WILL OF GOD THAT MEN BE BETTER THAN THE GODS, SINCE, INDEED, THE GODS ARE IMMORTAL, BUT MEN ALONE ARE BOTH IMMORTAL AND MORTAL. THEREFORE, MAN HAS BECOME AKIN TO THE GODS, AND THEY KNOW THE AFFAIRS OF EACH OTHER WITH CERTAINTY. THE GODS KNOW THE THINGS OF MEN, AND MEN KNOW THE THINGS OF THE GODS. AND I AM SPEAKING ABOUT MEN, ASCLEPIUS, WHO HAVE ATTAINED LEARNING AND KNOWLEDGE. BUT (ABOUT) THOSE WHO ARE MORE-VAIN THAN THESE, IT IS NOT FITTING THAT WE SAY ANYTHING BASE, SINCE WE ARE DIVINE AND ARE INTRODUCING HOLY MATTERS. "SINCE WE HAVE ENTERED THE MATTER OF THE COMMUNION BETWEEN THE GODS AND MEN, KNOW, ASCLEPIUS, THAT IN WHICH MAN CAN BE STRONG! FOR JUST AS THE FATHER, THE LORD OF THE UNIVERSE, CREATES GODS [JOHN 10:34-35], IN THIS VERY WAY MAN TOO, THIS MORTAL, EARTHLY, LIVING CREATURE, THE ONE WHO IS NOT LIKE GOD, ALSO HIMSELF CREATES GODS. NOT ONLY DOES HE STRENGTHEN, BUT HE IS ALSO STRENGTHENED. NOT ONLY IS HE GOD, BUT HE ALSO CREATES GODS. ARE YOU ASTONISHED, ASCLEPIUS? ARE YOU YOURSELF ANOTHER DISBELIEVER LIKE THE MANY?" "TRISMEGISTUS, I AGREE WITH THE WORDS (SPOKEN) TO ME. AND I BELIEVE YOU AS YOU SPEAK. BUT I HAVE ALSO BEEN ASTONISHED AT THE DISCOURSE ABOUT THIS. AND I HAVE DECIDED THAT MAN IS BLESSED, SINCE HE HAS ENJOYED THIS GREAT POWER." "AND THAT WHICH IS GREATER THAN ALL THESE THINGS, ASCLEPIUS, IS WORTHY OF ADMIRATION. NOW IT IS CLEAR TO US CONCERNING THE RACE OF THE GODS, AND WE CONFESS IT ALONG WITH EVERYONE ELSE, THAT IT (THE RACE OF THE GODS) HAS COME INTO BEING OUT OF A PURE MATTER. AND THEIR BODIES ARE HEADS ONLY. BUT THAT WHICH MEN CREATE IS THE LIKENESS OF THE GODS. THEY (THE GODS) ARE FROM THE FARTHEST PART OF THE MATTER, AND IT (THE OBJECT CREATED BY MEN) IS FROM THE OUTER (PART) OF THE BEING OF MEN. NOT ONLY ARE THEY (WHAT MEN CREATED) HEADS, BUT (THEY ARE) ALSO ALL THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE BODY, AND ACCORDING TO THEIR LIKENESS. JUST AS GOD HAS WILLED THAT THE INNER MAN BE CREATED ACCORDING TO HIS IMAGE, IN THE VERY SAME WAY, MAN ON EARTH CREATES GODS ACCORDING TO HIS LIKENESS." "TRISMEGISTUS, YOU ARE NOT TALKING ABOUT IDOLS, ARE YOU?" "ASCLEPIUS, YOU YOURSELF ARE TALKING ABOUT IDOLS. YOU SEE THAT AGAIN, YOU YOURSELF, ASCLEPIUS, ARE ALSO A DISBELIEVER OF THE DISCOURSE. YOU SAY ABOUT THOSE WHO HAVE SOUL AND BREADTH, THAT THEY ARE IDOLS - THESE WHO BRING ABOUT THESE GREAT EVENTS. YOU ARE SAYING ABOUT THESE WHO GIVE PROPHECIES THAT THEY ARE IDOLS - THESE WHO GIVE MEN SICKNESS AND HEALING THAT [...] THEM. "OR ARE YOU IGNORANT, ASCLEPIUS, THAT EGYPT IS (THE) IMAGE OF HEAVEN? MOREOVER, IT IS THE DWELLING PLACE OF HEAVEN AND ALL THE FORCES THAT ARE IN HEAVEN. IF IT IS PROPER FOR US TO SPEAK THE TRUTH, OUR LAND IS (THE) TEMPLE OF THE WORLD. AND IT IS PROPER FOR YOU NOT TO BE IGNORANT THAT A TIME WILL COME IN IT (OUR LAND, WHEN) EGYPTIANS WILL SEEM TO HAVE SERVED THE DIVINITY IN VAIN, AND ALL THEIR ACTIVITY IN THEIR RELIGION WILL BE DESPISED. FOR ALL DIVINITY WILL LEAVE EGYPT, AND WILL FLEE UPWARD TO HEAVEN. AND EGYPT WILL BE WIDOWED; IT WILL BE ABANDONED BY THE GODS. FOR FOREIGNERS WILL COME INTO EGYPT, AND THEY WILL RULE IT. EGYPT! MOREOVER, EGYPTIANS WILL BE PROHIBITED FROM WORSHIPPING GOD. FURTHERMORE, THEY WILL COME INTO THE ULTIMATE PUNISHMENT, ESPECIALLY WHOEVER AMONG THEM IS FOUND WORSHIPPING (AND) HONORING GOD. "AND IN THAT DAY, THE COUNTRY THAT WAS MORE PIOUS THAN ALL COUNTRIES WILL BECOME IMPIOUS. NO LONGER WILL IT BE FULL OF TEMPLES, BUT IT WILL BE FULL OF TOMBS. NEITHER WILL IT BE FULL OF GODS, BUT (IT WILL BE FULL OF) CORPSES. EGYPT! EGYPT WILL BECOME LIKE THE FABLES. AND YOUR RELIGIOUS OBJECTS WILL BE [...] THE MARVELOUS THINGS, AND [...], AND IF YOUR WORDS ARE STONES AND ARE WONDERFUL. AND THE BARBARIAN WILL BE BETTER THAN YOU, EGYPTIAN, IN HIS RELIGION, WHETHER (HE IS) A SCYTHIAN, OR THE HINDUS, OR SOME OTHER OF THIS SORT. "AND WHAT IS THIS THAT I SAY ABOUT THE EGYPTIAN? FOR THEY (THE EGYPTIANS) WILL NOT ABANDON EGYPT. FOR (IN) THE TIME (WHEN) THE GODS HAVE ABANDONED THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND HAVE FLED UPWARD TO HEAVEN, THEN ALL EGYPTIANS WILL DIE. AND EGYPT WILL BE MADE A DESERT BY THE GODS AND THE EGYPTIANS. AND AS FOR YOU, RIVER, THERE WILL BE A DAY WHEN YOU WILL FLOW WITH BLOOD MORE THAN WATER. AND DEAD BODIES WILL BE (STACKED) HIGHER THAN THE DAMS. AND HE WHO IS DEAD WILL NOT BE MOURNED AS MUCH AS HE WHO IS ALIVE. INDEED, THE LATTER WILL BE KNOWN AS AN EGYPTIAN ON ACCOUNT OF HIS LANGUAGE IN THE SECOND PERIOD (OF TIME). - ASCLEPIUS, WHY ARE YOU WEEPING? - HE WILL SEEM LIKE (A) FOREIGNER IN REGARD TO HIS CUSTOMS. DIVINE EGYPT WILL SUFFER EVILS GREATER THAN THESE. EGYPT - LOVER OF GOD, AND THE DWELLING PLACE OF THE GODS, SCHOOL OF RELIGION - WILL BECOME AN EXAMPLE OF IMPIOUSNESS. "AND IN THAT DAY, THE WORLD WILL NOT BE MARVELED AT, [...] AND IMMORTALITY, NOR WILL IT BE WORSHIPED [...], SINCE WE SAY THAT IT IS NOT GOOD [...]. IT HAS BECOME NEITHER A SINGLE THING NOR A VISION. BUT IT IS IN DANGER OF BECOMING A BURDEN TO ALL MEN. THEREFORE, IT WILL BE DESPISED - THE BEAUTIFUL WORLD OF GOD, THE INCOMPARABLE WORK, THE ENERGY THAT POSSESSES GOODNESS, THE MAN-FORMED VISION. DARKNESS WILL BE PREFERRED TO LIGHT, AND DEATH WILL BE PREFERRED TO LIFE. NO ONE WILL GAZE INTO HEAVEN. AND THE PIOUS MAN WILL BE COUNTED AS INSANE, AND THE IMPIOUS MAN WILL BE HONORED AS WISE. THE MAN WHO IS AFRAID WILL BE CONSIDERED AS STRONG. AND THE GOOD MAN WILL BE PUNISHED LIKE A CRIMINAL. "AND CONCERNING THE SOUL, AND THE THINGS OF THE SOUL, AND THE THINGS OF IMMORTALITY, ALONG WITH THE REST OF WHAT I HAVE SAID TO YOU, TAT, ASCLEPIUS, AND AMMON - NOT ONLY WILL THEY BE CONSIDERED RIDICULOUS, BUT THEY WILL ALSO BE THOUGHT OF AS VANITY. BUT BELIEVE ME (WHEN I SAY) THAT PEOPLE OF THIS KIND WILL BE ENDANGERED BY THE ULTIMATE DANGER TO THEIR SOUL. AND A NEW LAW WILL BE ESTABLISHED... (2 LINES MISSING) ...THEY WILL... (LINE MISSING) ...GOOD. THE WICKED ANGELS WILL REMAIN AMONG MEN, (AND) BE WITH THEM, (AND) LEAD THEM INTO WICKED THINGS RECKLESSLY, AS WELL AS INTO ATHEISM, WARS, AND PLUNDERINGS, BY TEACHING THEM THINGS CONTRARY TO NATURE. "IN THOSE DAYS, THE EARTH WILL NOT BE STABLE, AND MEN WILL NOT SAIL THE SEA, NOR WILL THEY KNOW THE STARS IN HEAVEN. EVERY SACRED VOICE OF THE WORD OF GOD WILL BE SILENCED, AND THE AIR WILL BE DISEASED. SUCH IS THE SENILITY OF THE WORLD: ATHEISM, DISHONOR, AND THE DISREGARD OF NOBLE WORDS. "AND WHEN THESE THINGS HAD HAPPENED, ASCLEPIUS, THEN THE LORD, THE FATHER AND GOD FROM THE ONLY FIRST GOD, THE CREATOR, WHEN HE LOOKED UPON THE THINGS THAT HAPPENED, ESTABLISHED HIS DESIGN, WHICH IS GOOD, AGAINST THE DISORDER. HE TOOK AWAY ERROR, AND CUT OFF EVIL. SOMETIMES, HE SUBMERGED IT IN A GREAT FLOOD; AT OTHER TIMES, HE BURNED IT IN A SEARING FIRE; AND AT STILL OTHER TIMES, HE CRUSHED IT IN WARS AND PLAGUES, UNTIL HE BROUGHT... (4 LINES MISSING) ...OF THE WORK. AND THIS IS THE BIRTH OF THE WORLD. "THE RESTORATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PIOUS ONES WHO ARE GOOD WILL TAKE PLACE IN A PERIOD OF TIME THAT NEVER HAD A BEGINNING. FOR THE WILL OF GOD HAS NO BEGINNING, EVEN AS HIS NATURE, WHICH IS HIS WILL (HAS NO BEGINNING). FOR THE NATURE OF GOD IS WILL. AND HIS WILL IS THE GOOD." "TRISMEGISTUS, IS PURPOSE, THEN, (THE SAME AS) WILL?" "YES, ASCLEPIUS, SINCE WILL IS (INCLUDED) IN COUNSEL. FOR <HE> (GOD) DOES NOT WILL WHAT HE HAS FROM DEFICIENCY. SINCE HE IS COMPLETE IN EVERY PART, HE WILLS WHAT HE (ALREADY) FULLY HAS. AND HE HAS EVERY GOOD. AND WHAT HE WILLS, HE WILLS. AND HE HAS THE GOOD THAT HE WILLS. THEREFORE, HE HAS EVERYTHING. AND GOD WILLS WHAT HE WILLS. AND THE GOOD WORLD IS AN IMAGE OF THE GOOD ONE." "TRISMEGISTUS, IS THE WORLD GOOD?" "ASCLEPIUS, IT IS GOOD, AS I SHALL TEACH YOU. FOR JUST AS... (2 LINES MISSING) ...OF SOUL AND LIFE [...] OF THE WORLD [...] COME FORTH IN MATTER, THOSE THAT ARE GOOD, THE CHANGE OF THE CLIMATE, AND BEAUTY, AND THE RIPENING OF THE FRUITS, AND THE THINGS SIMILAR TO ALL THESE. BECAUSE OF THIS, GOD HAS CONTROL OVER THE HEIGHTS OF HEAVEN. HE IS IN EVERY PLACE, AND HE LOOKS OUT OVER EVERY PLACE. AND (IN) HIS PLACE THERE IS NEITHER HEAVEN NOR STAR. AND HE IS FREE FROM (THE) BODY. "NOW THE CREATOR HAS CONTROL IN THE PLACE THAT IS BETWEEN THE EARTH AND HEAVEN. HE IS CALLED 'ZEUS', THAT IS, 'LIFE'. PLUTONIUS ZEUS IS LORD OVER THE EARTH AND SEA. AND HE DOES NOT POSSESS THE NOURISHMENT FOR ALL MORTAL LIVING CREATURES, FOR (IT IS) KORE WHO BEARS THE FRUIT. THESE FORCES ALWAYS ARE POWERFUL IN THE CIRCLE OF THE EARTH, BUT THOSE OF OTHERS ARE ALWAYS FROM HIM-WHO-IS. "AND THE LORDS OF THE EARTH WILL WITHDRAW THEMSELVES. AND THEY WILL ESTABLISH THEMSELVES IN A CITY THAT IS IN A CORNER OF EGYPT AND THAT WILL BE BUILT TOWARD THE SETTING OF THE SUN. EVERY MAN WILL GO INTO IT, WHETHER THEY COME ON THE SEA OR ON THE SHORE." "TRISMEGISTUS, WHERE WILL THESE BE SETTLED NOW?" "ASCLEPIUS, IN THE GREAT CITY THAT IS ON THE LIBYAN MOUNTAIN... (2 LINES MISSING) ...IT FRIGHTENS [...] AS A GREAT EVIL, IN IGNORANCE OF THE MATTER. FOR DEATH OCCURS, WHICH IS THE DISSOLUTION OF THE LABORS OF THE BODY, AND THE NUMBER (OF THE BODY), WHEN IT (DEATH) COMPLETES THE NUMBER OF THE BODY. FOR THE NUMBER IS THE UNION OF THE BODY. NOW THE BODY DIES WHEN IT IS NOT ABLE TO SUPPORT THE MAN. AND THIS IS DEATH: THE DISSOLUTION OF THE BODY AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SENSATION OF THE BODY. AND IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO BE AFRAID OF THIS, NOR BECAUSE OF THIS, BUT BECAUSE OF WHAT IS NOT KNOWN, AND IS DISBELIEVED (IS ONE AFRAID)." "BUT WHAT IS NOT KNOWN, OR IS DISBELIEVED?" "LISTEN, ASCLEPIUS! THERE IS A GREAT DEMON. THE GREAT GOD HAS APPOINTED HIM TO BE OVERSEER OR JUDGE OVER THE SOULS OF MEN. AND GOD HAS PLACED HIM IN THE MIDDLE OF THE AIR, BETWEEN EARTH AND HEAVEN. NOW WHEN THE SOUL COMES FORTH FROM (THE) BODY, IT IS NECESSARY THAT IT MEET THIS DAIMON. IMMEDIATELY, HE (THE DAIMON) WILL SURROUND THIS ONE (MASC.), AND HE WILL EXAMINE HIM IN REGARD TO THE CHARACTER THAT HE HAS DEVELOPED IN HIS LIFE. AND IF HE FINDS THAT HE PIOUSLY PERFORMED ALL OF HIS ACTIONS FOR WHICH HE CAME INTO THE WORLD, THIS (DAIMON) WILL ALLOW HIM... (1 LINE MISSING) ...TURN HIM [...]. BUT IF HE SEES [...] IN THIS ONE [...] HE BROUGHT HIS LIFE INTO EVIL DEEDS, HE GRASPS HIM, AS HE FLEES UPWARD, AND THROWS HIM DOWN, SO THAT HE IS SUSPENDED BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND IS PUNISHED WITH A GREAT PUNISHMENT. AND HE WILL BE DEPRIVED OF HIS HOPE, AND WILL BE IN GREAT PAIN. "AND THAT SOUL HAS BEEN PUT NEITHER ON THE EARTH NOR IN HEAVEN, BUT IT HAS COME INTO THE OPEN SEA OF THE AIR OF THE WORLD, THE PLACE WHERE THERE IS A GREAT FIRE, AND CRYSTAL WATER, AND FURROWS OF FIRE, AND A GREAT UPHEAVAL. THE BODIES ARE TORMENTED (IN) VARIOUS (WAYS). SOMETIMES THEY ARE CAST DOWN INTO THE FIRE, IN ORDER THAT IT MAY DESTROY THEM. NOW, I WILL NOT SAY THAT THIS IS THE DEATH OF THE SOUL, FOR IT HAS BEEN DELIVERED FROM EVIL, BUT IT IS A DEATH SENTENCE. "ASCLEPIUS, IT IS NECESSARY TO BELIEVE THESE THINGS AND TO FEAR THEM, IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT NOT ENCOUNTER THEM. FOR UNBELIEVERS ARE IMPIOUS, AND COMMIT SIN. AFTERWARDS, THEY WILL BE COMPELLED TO BELIEVE, AND THEY WILL NOT HEAR BY WORD OF MOUTH ONLY, BUT WILL EXPERIENCE THE REALITY ITSELF. FOR THEY KEPT BELIEVING THAT THEY WOULD NOT ENDURE THESE THINGS. NOR ONLY ... (1 LINE MISSING). FIRST, ASCLEPIUS, ALL THOSE OF THE EARTH DIE, AND THOSE WHO ARE OF THE BODY CEASE [...] OF EVIL [...] WITH THESE OF THIS SORT. FOR THOSE WHO ARE HERE ARE NOT LIKE THOSE WHO ARE THERE. SO, WITH THE DAIMONS WHO [...] MEN, THEY DESPITE [...] THERE. THUS, IT IS NOT THE SAME. BUT TRULY, THE GODS WHO ARE HERE WILL PUNISH MORE WHOEVER HAS HIDDEN IT HERE EVERY DAY." "TRISMEGISTUS, WHAT IS THE CHARACTER OF THE INIQUITY THAT IS THERE?" "NOW YOU THINK, ASCLEPIUS, THAT WHEN ONE TAKES SOMETHING IN A TEMPLE, HE IS IMPIOUS. FOR THAT KIND OF A PERSON IS A THIEF AND A BANDIT. AND THIS MATTER CONCERNS GODS AND MEN. BUT DO NOT COMPARE THOSE HERE WITH THOSE OF THE OTHER PLACE. NOW I WANT TO SPEAK THIS DISCOURSE TO YOU CONFIDENTIALLY; NO PART OF IT WILL BE BELIEVED. FOR THE SOULS THAT ARE FILLED WITH MUCH EVIL WILL NOT COME AND GO IN THE AIR, BUT THEY WILL BE PUT IN THE PLACES OF THE DAIMONS, WHICH ARE FILLED WITH PAIN, (AND) WHICH ARE ALWAYS FILLED WITH BLOOD AND SLAUGHTER, AND THEIR FOOD, WHICH IS WEEPING, MOURNING, AND GROANING." "TRISMEGISTUS, WHO ARE THESE (DAIMONS)?" "ASCLEPIUS, THEY ARE THE ONES WHO ARE CALLED 'STRANGLERS', AND THOSE WHO ROLL SOULS DOWN ON THE DIRT, AND THOSE WHO SCOURGE THEM, AND THOSE WHO CAST INTO THE WATER, AND THOSE WHO CAST INTO THE FIRE, AND THOSE WHO BRING ABOUT THE PAINS AND CALAMITIES OF MEN. FOR SUCH AS THESE ARE NOT FROM A DIVINE SOUL, NOR FROM A RATIONAL SOUL OF MAN. RATHER, THEY ARE FROM THE TERRIBLE EVIL." 
THE AUTHORITATIVE TEACHING
[...] IN HEAVEN [...] WITHIN HIM [...] ANYONE APPEARS [...] THE HIDDEN HEAVENS [...] APPEAR, AND BEFORE THE INVISIBLE, INEFFABLE WORLDS APPEARED. FROM THESE THE INVISIBLE SOUL OF RIGHTEOUSNESS CAME, BEING A FELLOW MEMBER, AND A FELLOW BODY, AND A FELLOW SPIRIT. WHETHER SHE IS IN THE DESCENT OR IS IN THE PLEROMA, SHE IS NOT SEPARATED FROM THEM, BUT THEY SEE HER AND SHE LOOKS AT THEM IN THE INVISIBLE WORLD. SECRETLY HER BRIDEGROOM FETCHED IT. HE PRESENTED IT TO HER MOUTH TO MAKE HER EAT IT LIKE FOOD, AND HE APPLIED THE WORD TO HER EYES AS A MEDICINE TO MAKE HER SEE WITH HER MIND AND PERCEIVE HER KINSMEN AND LEARN ABOUT HER ROOT, IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT CLING TO HER BRANCH FROM WHICH SHE HAD FIRST COME FORTH, IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT RECEIVE WHAT IS HERS AND RENOUNCE MATTER. [...] HE [DWELT...] HAVING [...] SONS. THE SONS [...] TRULY, THOSE WHO HAVE COME FROM HIS SEED, CALL THE SONS OF THE WOMAN "OUR BROTHERS". IN THIS VERY WAY, WHEN THE SPIRITUAL SOUL WAS CAST INTO THE BODY, IT BECAME A BROTHER TO LUST AND HATRED AND ENVY, AND A MATERIAL SOUL. SO THEREFORE, THE BODY CAME FROM LUST, AND LUST CAME FROM MATERIAL SUBSTANCE. FOR THIS REASON, THE SOUL BECAME A BROTHER TO THEM. AND YET THEY ARE OUTSIDERS, WITHOUT POWER TO INHERIT FROM THE MALE, BUT THEY WILL INHERIT FROM THEIR MOTHER ONLY. WHENEVER, THEREFORE, THE SOUL WISHES TO INHERIT ALONG WITH THE OUTSIDERS - FOR THE POSSESSIONS OF THE OUTSIDERS ARE PROUD PASSIONS, THE PLEASURES OF LIFE, HATEFUL ENVIES, VAINGLORIOUS THINGS, NONSENSICAL THINGS, ACCUSATIONS [...] FOR HER [...] PROSTITUTION, HE EXCLUDES HER AND PUTS HER INTO THE BROTHEL. FOR [...] DEBAUCHERY FOR HER. SHE LEFT MODESTY BEHIND. FOR DEATH AND LIFE ARE SET BEFORE EVERYONE. WHICHEVER OF THESE TWO THEY WISH, THEN, THEY WILL CHOOSE FOR THEMSELVES. THAT ONE THEN WILL FALL INTO DRINKING MUCH WINE IN DEBAUCHERY. FOR WINE IS THE DEBAUCHER. THEREFORE, SHE DOES NOT REMEMBER HER BROTHERS AND HER FATHER, FOR PLEASURE AND SWEET PROFITS DECEIVE HER. HAVING LEFT KNOWLEDGE BEHIND, SHE FELL INTO BESTIALITY. FOR A SENSELESS PERSON EXISTS IN BESTIALITY, NOT KNOWING WHAT IS PROPER TO SAY AND WHAT IT IS PROPER NOT TO SAY. BUT, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE GENTLE SON INHERITS FROM HIS FATHER WITH [SEXLESS] PLEASURE, WHILE HIS FATHER REJOICES OVER HIM BECAUSE HE RECEIVES HONOR ON ACCOUNT OF HIM FROM EVERYONE, AS HE LOOKS AGAIN FOR THE WAY TO DOUBLE THE THINGS THAT HE HAS RECEIVED. FOR THE OUTSIDERS [...]. [...] TO MIX WITH THE [...]. FOR IF A THOUGHT OF LUST ENTERS INTO A VIRGIN MAN, HE HAS ALREADY BECOME CONTAMINATED. AND THEIR GLUTTONY CANNOT MIX WITH MODERATION. FOR IF THE CHAFF IS MIXED WITH THE WHEAT, IT IS NOT THE CHAFF THAT IS CONTAMINATED, BUT THE WHEAT. FOR SINCE THEY ARE MIXED WITH EACH OTHER, NO ONE WILL BUY HER WHEAT, BECAUSE IT IS CONTAMINATED. BUT THEY WILL COAX HIM, "GIVE US THIS CHAFF!", SEEING THE WHEAT MIXED WITH IT, UNTIL THEY GET IT AND THROW IT WITH ALL OTHER CHAFF, AND THAT CHAFF MIXES WITH ALL OTHER MATERIALS. BUT A PURE SEED IS KEPT IN STOREHOUSES THAT ARE SECURE. ALL THESE THINGS, THEN, WE HAVE SPOKEN. AND BEFORE ANYTHING CAME INTO BEING, IT WAS THE FATHER ALONE WHO EXISTED, BEFORE THE WORLDS THAT ARE IN THE HEAVENS APPEARED, OR THE WORLD THAT IS ON THE EARTH, OR PRINCIPALITY, OR AUTHORITY, OR THE POWERS. [...] APPEAR [...] AND [...] AND NOTHING CAME INTO BEING WITHOUT HIS WISH. HE, THEN, THE FATHER, WISHING TO REVEAL HIS WEALTH AND HIS GLORY, BROUGHT ABOUT THIS GREAT CONTEST IN THIS WORLD, WISHING TO MAKE THE CONTESTANTS APPEAR, AND MAKE ALL THOSE WHO CONTEND LEAVE BEHIND THE THINGS THAT HAD COME INTO BEING, AND DESPISE THEM WITH A LOFTY, INCOMPREHENSIBLE KNOWLEDGE, AND FLEE TO THE ONE WHO EXISTS. AND (AS FOR) THOSE WHO CONTEND WITH US, BEING ADVERSARIES WHO CONTEND AGAINST US, WE ARE TO BE VICTORIOUS OVER THEIR IGNORANCE THROUGH OUR KNOWLEDGE, SINCE WE HAVE ALREADY KNOWN THE INSCRUTABLE ONE FROM WHOM WE HAVE COME FORTH. WE HAVE NOTHING IN THIS WORLD, LEST THE AUTHORITY OF THE WORLD THAT HAS COME INTO BEING SHOULD DETAIN US IN THE WORLDS THAT ARE IN THE HEAVENS, THOSE IN WHICH UNIVERSAL DEATH EXISTS, SURROUNDED BY THE INDIVIDUAL [...] WORLDLY. WE HAVE ALSO BECOME ASHAMED OF THE WORLDS, THOUGH WE TAKE NO INTEREST IN THEM WHEN THEY MALIGN US. AND WE IGNORE THEM WHEN THEY CURSE US. WHEN THEY CAST SHAME IN OUR FACE, WE LOOK AT THEM AND DO NOT SPEAK. FOR THEY WORK AT THEIR BUSINESS, BUT WE GO ABOUT IN HUNGER (AND) IN THIRST, LOOKING TOWARD OUR DWELLING-PLACE, THE PLACE WHICH OUR CONDUCT AND OUR CONSCIENCE LOOK TOWARD, NOT CLINGING TO THE THINGS WHICH HAVE COME INTO BEING, BUT WITHDRAWING FROM THEM. OUR HEARTS ARE SET ON THE THINGS THAT EXIST, THOUGH WE ARE ILL (AND) FEEBLE (AND) IN PAIN. BUT THERE IS A GREAT STRENGTH HIDDEN WITHIN US. OUR SOUL INDEED IS ILL BECAUSE SHE DWELLS IN A HOUSE OF POVERTY, WHILE MATTER STRIKES BLOWS AT HER EYES, WISHING TO MAKE HER BLIND. FOR THIS REASON, SHE PURSUES THE WORD AND APPLIES IT TO HER EYES AS A MEDICINE <OPENING> THEM, CASTING AWAY [...] THOUGHT OF A [...] BLINDNESS IN [...] AFTERWARDS, WHEN THAT ONE IS AGAIN IN IGNORANCE, HE IS COMPLETELY DARKENED AND IS MATERIAL. THUS, THE SOUL [...] A WORD EVERY HOUR, TO APPLY IT TO HER EYES AS A MEDICINE IN ORDER THAT SHE MAY SEE, AND HER LIGHT MAY CONCEAL THE HOSTILE FORCES THAT FIGHT WITH HER, AND SHE MAY MAKE THEM BLIND WITH HER LIGHT, AND ENCLOSE THEM IN HER PRESENCE, AND MAKE THEM FALL DOWN IN SLEEPLESSNESS, AND SHE MAY ACT BOLDLY WITH HER STRENGTH AND WITH HER SCEPTER. WHILE HER ENEMIES LOOK AT HER IN SHAME, SHE RUNS UPWARD INTO HER TREASURE-HOUSE - THE ONE IN WHICH HER MIND IS - AND (INTO) HER STOREHOUSE WHICH IS SECURE, SINCE NOTHING AMONG THE THINGS THAT HAVE COME INTO BEING HAS SEIZED HER, NOR HAS SHE RECEIVED A STRANGER INTO HER HOUSE. FOR MANY ARE HER HOMEBORN ONES WHO FIGHT AGAINST HER BY DAY AND BY NIGHT, HAVING NO REST BY DAY OR BY NIGHT, FOR THEIR LUST OPPRESSES THEM. FOR THIS REASON, THEN, WE DO NOT SLEEP, NOR DO WE FORGET THE NETS THAT ARE SPREAD OUT IN HIDING, LYING IN WAIT FOR US TO CATCH US. FOR IF WE ARE CAUGHT IN A SINGLE NET, IT WILL SUCK US DOWN INTO ITS MOUTH, WHILE THE WATER FLOWS OVER US, STRIKING OUR FACE. AND WE WILL BE TAKEN DOWN INTO THE DRAGNET, AND WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO COME UP FROM IT, BECAUSE THE WATERS ARE HIGH OVER US, FLOWING FROM ABOVE DOWNWARD, SUBMERGING OUR HEART DOWN IN THE FILTHY MUD. AND WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ESCAPE FROM THEM. FOR MAN-EATERS WILL SEIZE US AND SWALLOW US, REJOICING LIKE A FISHERMAN CASTING A HOOK INTO THE WATER. FOR HE CASTS MANY KINDS OF FOOD INTO THE WATER BECAUSE EACH ONE, OF THE FISH HAS HIS OWN FOOD. HE SMELLS IT AND PURSUES ITS ODOR. BUT WHEN HE EATS IT, THE HOOK HIDDEN WITHIN THE FOOD SEIZES HIM AND BRINGS HIM UP BY FORCE OUT OF THE DEEP WATERS. NO MAN IS ABLE, THEN, TO CATCH THAT FISH DOWN IN THE DEEP WATERS, EXCEPT FOR THE TRAP THAT THE FISHERMAN SETS. BY THE RUSE [DECEIVING TRICK] OF FOOD, HE BROUGHT THE FISH UP ON THE HOOK. IN THIS VERY WAY WE EXIST IN THIS WORLD, LIKE FISH. THE ADVERSARY SPIES ON US, LYING IN WAIT FOR US LIKE A FISHERMAN, WISHING TO SEIZE US, REJOICING THAT HE MIGHT SWALLOW US. FOR HE PLACES MANY FOODS BEFORE OUR EYES (THINGS) WHICH BELONG TO THIS WORLD. HE WISHES TO MAKE US DESIRE ONE OF THEM AND TO TASTE ONLY A LITTLE, SO THAT HE MAY SEIZE US WITH HIS HIDDEN POISON AND BRING US OUT OF FREEDOM AND TAKE US INTO SLAVERY. FOR WHENEVER HE CATCHES US WITH A SINGLE FOOD, IT IS INDEED NECESSARY FOR US TO DESIRE THE REST. FINALLY, THEN, SUCH THINGS BECOME THE FOOD OF DEATH. NOW THESE ARE THE FOODS WITH WHICH THE DEVIL LIES IN WAIT FOR US. FIRST, HE INJECTS A PAIN INTO YOUR HEART UNTIL YOU HAVE HEARTACHE ON ACCOUNT OF A SMALL THING OF THIS LIFE, AND HE SEIZES (YOU) WITH HIS POISONS. AND AFTERWARD (HE INJECTS) THE DESIRE OF A TUNIC, SO THAT YOU WILL PRIDE YOURSELF IN IT, AND LOVE OF MONEY, PRIDE, VANITY, ENVY THAT RIVALS ANOTHER ENVY, BEAUTY OF BODY, FRAUDULENCE. THE GREATEST OF ALL THESE ARE IGNORANCE AND EASE. NOW ALL SUCH THINGS THE ADVERSARY PREPARES BEAUTIFULLY AND SPREADS OUT BEFORE THE BODY, WISHING TO MAKE THE MIND OF THE SOUL INCLINE HER TOWARD ONE OF THEM AND OVERWHELM HER, LIKE A HOOK, DRAWING HER BY FORCE IN IGNORANCE, DECEIVING HER UNTIL SHE CONCEIVES EVIL, AND BEARS FRUIT OF MATTER, AND [SEXUALLY] CONDUCTS HERSELF IN UNCLEANNESS, PURSUING MANY [SEXUAL] DESIRES, COVETOUSNESSES, WHILE FLESHLY [SEXUAL] PLEASURE DRAWS HER IN IGNORANCE. BUT THE SOUL - SHE WHO HAS TASTED THESE THINGS - REALIZED THAT SWEET [SEXUAL] PASSIONS ARE TRANSITORY. SHE HAD LEARNED ABOUT EVIL; SHE WENT AWAY FROM THEM AND SHE ENTERED INTO A NEW [SEXLESS] CONDUCT. AFTERWARDS SHE DESPISES THIS LIFE, BECAUSE IT IS TRANSITORY. AND SHE LOOKS FOR THOSE FOODS THAT WILL TAKE HER INTO LIFE, AND LEAVES BEHIND HER THOSE DECEITFUL FOODS. AND SHE LEARNS ABOUT HER LIGHT, AS SHE GOES ABOUT STRIPPING OFF THIS WORLD, WHILE HER TRUE GARMENT CLOTHES HER WITHIN, (AND) HER BRIDAL CLOTHING IS PLACED UPON HER IN BEAUTY OF MIND, NOT IN PRIDE OF FLESH. AND SHE LEARNS ABOUT HER DEPTH AND RUNS INTO HER FOLD, WHILE HER SHEPHERD STANDS AT THE DOOR. IN RETURN FOR ALL THE SHAME AND SCORN, THEN, THAT SHE RECEIVED IN THIS WORLD, SHE RECEIVES TEN THOUSAND TIMES THE GRACE AND GLORY. SHE GAVE THE BODY TO THOSE WHO HAD GIVEN IT TO HER, AND THEY WERE ASHAMED, WHILE THE DEALERS IN BODIES SAT DOWN AND WEPT BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO DO ANY BUSINESS WITH THAT BODY, NOR DID THEY FIND ANY (OTHER) MERCHANDISE EXCEPT IT. THEY ENDURED GREAT LABORS UNTIL THEY HAD SHAPED THE BODY OF THIS SOUL, WISHING TO STRIKE DOWN THE INVISIBLE SOUL. THEY WERE THEREFORE ASHAMED OF THEIR WORK; THEY SUFFERED THE LOSS OF THE ONE FOR WHOM THEY HAD ENDURED LABORS. THEY DID NOT REALIZE THAT SHE HAS AN INVISIBLE SPIRITUAL BODY, THINKING, "WE ARE HER SHEPHERD WHO FEEDS HER." BUT THEY DID NOT REALIZE THAT SHE KNOWS ANOTHER WAY, WHICH IS HIDDEN FROM THEM. THIS HER TRUE SHEPHERD TAUGHT HER IN KNOWLEDGE. BUT THESE - THE ONES WHO ARE IGNORANT - DO NOT SEEK AFTER GOD. NOR DO THEY INQUIRE ABOUT THEIR DWELLING-PLACE, WHICH EXISTS IN REST, BUT THEY GO ABOUT IN BESTIALITY. THEY ARE MORE WICKED THAN THE PAGANS, BECAUSE FIRST OF ALL THEY DO NOT INQUIRE ABOUT GOD, FOR THEIR HARDNESS OF HEART DRAWS THEM DOWN TO MAKE THEM THEIR CRUELTY. FURTHERMORE, IF THEY FIND SOMEONE ELSE WHO ASKS ABOUT HIS SALVATION, THEIR HARDNESS OF HEART SETS TO WORK UPON THAT MAN. AND IF HE DOES NOT STOP ASKING, THEY KILL HIM BY THEIR CRUELTY, THINKING THAT THEY HAVE DONE A GOOD THING FOR THEMSELVES. INDEED, THEY ARE SONS OF THE DEVIL! FOR EVEN PAGANS GIVE CHARITY, AND THEY KNOW THAT GOD WHO IS IN THE HEAVENS EXISTS, THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE, EXALTED OVER THEIR IDOLS, WHICH THEY WORSHIP. BUT THEY HAVE NOT HEARD THE WORD, THAT THEY SHOULD INQUIRE ABOUT HIS WAYS. THUS, THE SENSELESS MAN HEARS THE CALL, BUT HE IS IGNORANT OF THE PLACE TO WHICH HE HAS BEEN CALLED. AND HE DID NOT ASK DURING THE PREACHING, "WHERE IS THE TEMPLE INTO WHICH I SHOULD GO AND WORSHIP MY HOPE?" ON ACCOUNT OF HIS SENSELESSNESS, THEN, HE IS WORSE THAN A PAGAN, FOR THE PAGANS KNOW THE WAY TO GO TO THEIR STONE TEMPLE, WHICH WILL PERISH, AND THEY WORSHIP THEIR IDOL, WHILE THEIR HEARTS ARE SET ON IT BECAUSE IT IS THEIR HOPE. BUT TO THIS SENSELESS MAN THE WORD HAS BEEN PREACHED, TEACHING HIM, "SEEK AND INQUIRE ABOUT THE WAYS YOU SHOULD GO, SINCE THERE IS NOTHING ELSE THAT IS AS GOOD AS THIS THING." THE RESULT IS THAT THE SUBSTANCE OF HARDNESS OF HEART STRIKES A BLOW UPON HIS MIND, ALONG WITH THE FORCE OF IGNORANCE AND THE DEMON OF ERROR. THEY DO NOT ALLOW HIS MIND TO RISE UP, BECAUSE HE WAS WEARYING HIMSELF IN SEEKING THAT HE MIGHT LEARN ABOUT HIS HOPE. BUT THE RATIONAL SOUL WHO (ALSO) WEARIED HERSELF IN SEEKING - SHE LEARNED ABOUT GOD. SHE LABORED WITH INQUIRING, ENDURING DISTRESS IN THE BODY, WEARING OUT HER FEET AFTER THE EVANGELISTS, LEARNING ABOUT THE INSCRUTABLE ONE. SHE FOUND HER RISING. SHE CAME TO REST IN HIM WHO IS AT REST. SHE RECLINED IN THE BRIDE-CHAMBER. SHE ATE OF THE BANQUET FOR WHICH SHE HAD HUNGERED. SHE PARTOOK OF THE IMMORTAL FOOD. SHE FOUND WHAT SHE HAD SOUGHT AFTER. SHE RECEIVED REST FROM HER LABORS, WHILE THE LIGHT THAT SHINES FORTH UPON HER DOES NOT SINK. TO IT BELONGS THE GLORY AND THE POWER AND THE REVELATION FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.  
THE BOOK OF THOMAS THE CONTENDER
THE SECRET WORDS THAT THE SAVIOR SPOKE TO JUDAS THOMAS WHICH I, EVEN I, MATHAIAS, WROTE DOWN, WHILE I WAS WALKING, LISTENING TO THEM SPEAK WITH ONE ANOTHER. THE SAVIOR SAID, "BROTHER THOMAS WHILE YOU HAVE TIME IN THE WORLD, LISTEN TO ME, AND I WILL REVEAL TO YOU THE THINGS YOU HAVE PONDERED IN YOUR MIND. "NOW, SINCE IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT YOU ARE MY TWIN AND TRUE COMPANION, EXAMINE YOURSELF, AND LEARN WHO YOU ARE, IN WHAT WAY YOU EXIST, AND HOW YOU WILL COME TO BE. SINCE YOU WILL BE CALLED MY BROTHER, IT IS NOT FITTING THAT YOU BE IGNORANT OF YOURSELF. AND I KNOW THAT YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD, BECAUSE YOU HAD ALREADY UNDERSTOOD THAT I AM THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH. SO, WHILE YOU ACCOMPANY ME, ALTHOUGH YOU ARE UNCOMPREHENDING, YOU HAVE (IN FACT) ALREADY COME TO KNOW, AND YOU WILL BE CALLED 'THE ONE WHO KNOWS HIMSELF'. FOR HE WHO HAS NOT KNOWN HIMSELF HAS KNOWN NOTHING, BUT HE WHO HAS KNOWN HIMSELF HAS AT THE SAME TIME ALREADY ACHIEVED KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE DEPTH OF THE ALL. SO THEN, YOU, MY BROTHER THOMAS, HAVE BEHELD WHAT IS OBSCURE TO MEN, THAT IS, WHAT THEY IGNORANTLY STUMBLE AGAINST." NOW THOMAS SAID TO THE LORD, "THEREFORE I BEG YOU TO TELL ME WHAT I ASK YOU BEFORE YOUR ASCENSION, AND WHEN I HEAR FROM YOU ABOUT THE HIDDEN THINGS, THEN I CAN SPEAK ABOUT THEM. AND IT IS OBVIOUS TO ME THAT THE TRUTH IS DIFFICULT TO PERFORM BEFORE MEN." THE SAVIOR ANSWERED, SAYING, "IF THE THINGS THAT ARE VISIBLE TO YOU ARE OBSCURE TO YOU, HOW CAN YOU HEAR ABOUT THE THINGS THAT ARE NOT VISIBLE? IF THE DEEDS OF THE TRUTH THAT ARE VISIBLE IN THE WORLD ARE DIFFICULT FOR YOU TO PERFORM, HOW INDEED, THEN, SHALL YOU PERFORM THOSE THAT PERTAIN TO THE EXALTED HEIGHT AND TO THE PLEROMA WHICH ARE NOT VISIBLE? AND HOW SHALL YOU BE CALLED 'LABORERS'? IN THIS RESPECT YOU ARE APPRENTICES, AND HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED THE HEIGHT OF PERFECTION." NOW THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE SAVIOR, "TELL US ABOUT THESE THINGS THAT YOU SAY ARE NOT VISIBLE, BUT ARE HIDDEN FROM US." THE SAVIOR SAID, "ALL BODIES [...] THE BEASTS ARE BEGOTTEN [...] IT IS EVIDENT LIKE [...] THIS, TOO, THOSE THAT ARE ABOVE [...] THINGS THAT ARE VISIBLE, BUT THEY ARE VISIBLE IN THEIR OWN ROOT, AND IT IS THEIR FRUIT THAT NOURISHES THEM. BUT THESE VISIBLE BODIES SURVIVE BY DEVOURING CREATURES SIMILAR TO THEM WITH THE RESULT THAT THE BODIES CHANGE. NOW THAT WHICH CHANGES WILL DECAY AND PERISH, AND HAS NO HOPE OF LIFE FROM THEN ON, SINCE THAT BODY IS BESTIAL. SO JUST AS THE BODY OF THE BEASTS PERISHES, SO ALSO WILL THESE FORMATIONS PERISH. DO THEY NOT DERIVE FROM INTERCOURSE LIKE THAT OF THE BEASTS? IF IT, TOO DERIVES FROM INTERCOURSE, HOW WILL IT BEGET ANYTHING DIFFERENT FROM BEASTS? SO, THEREFORE, YOU ARE BABES UNTIL YOU BECOME PERFECT." AND THOMAS ANSWERED, "THEREFORE I SAY TO YOU, LORD, THAT THOSE WHO SPEAK ABOUT THINGS THAT ARE INVISIBLE AND DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN ARE LIKE THOSE WHO SHOOT THEIR ARROWS AT A TARGET AT NIGHT. TO BE SURE, THEY SHOOT THEIR ARROWS AS ANYONE WOULD - SINCE THEY SHOOT AT THE TARGET - BUT IT IS NOT VISIBLE. YET WHEN THE LIGHT COMES FORTH AND HIDES THE DARKNESS, THEN THE WORK OF EACH WILL APPEAR. AND YOU, OUR LIGHT, ENLIGHTEN, O LORD." JESUS SAID, "IT IS IN LIGHT THAT LIGHT EXISTS." THOMAS, SPOKE, SAYING, "LORD, WHY DOES THIS VISIBLE LIGHT THAT SHINES ON BEHALF OF MEN RISE AND SET?" THE SAVIOR SAID, "O BLESSED THOMAS, OF COURSE THIS, VISIBLE LIGHT SHINES ON YOUR BEHALF - NOT IN ORDER THAT YOU REMAIN HERE, BUT RATHER THAT YOU MIGHT COME FORTH - AND WHENEVER ALL THE ELECT ABANDON BESTIALITY, THEN THIS LIGHT WILL WITHDRAW UP TO ITS ESSENCE, AND ITS ESSENCE WILL WELCOME IT, SINCE IT IS A GOOD SERVANT." THEN THE SAVIOR CONTINUED AND SAID, "O UNSEARCHABLE LOVE OF THE LIGHT! O BITTERNESS OF THE FIRE THAT BLAZES IN THE BODIES OF MEN AND IN THEIR MARROW, KINDLING IN THEM NIGHT AND DAY, AND BURNING THE LIMBS OF MEN AND MAKING THEIR MINDS BECOME DRUNK AND THEIR SOULS BECOME DERANGED [...] THEM WITHIN MALES AND FEMALES [...] NIGHT AND MOVING THEM, [...] SECRETLY AND VISIBLY. FOR THE MALES MOVE [...] UPON THE FEMALES AND THE FEMALES UPON THE MALES. THEREFORE, IT IS SAID, "EVERYONE WHO SEEKS THE TRUTH FROM TRUE WISDOM WILL MAKE HIMSELF WINGS SO AS TO FLY, FLEEING THE LUST THAT SCORCHES THE SPIRITS OF MEN." AND HE WILL MAKE HIMSELF WINGS TO FLEE EVERY VISIBLE SPIRIT." AND THOMAS ANSWERED, SAYING, "LORD, THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT I AM ASKING YOU ABOUT, SINCE I HAVE UNDERSTOOD THAT YOU ARE THE ONE WHO IS BENEFICIAL TO US, AS YOU SAY." AGAIN, THE SAVIOR ANSWERED AND SAID, "THEREFORE IT IS NECESSARY FOR US TO SPEAK TO YOU, SINCE THIS IS THE DOCTRINE OF THE PERFECT. IF, NOW, YOU DESIRE TO BECOME PERFECT, YOU SHALL OBSERVE THESE THINGS; IF NOT, YOUR NAME IS 'IGNORANT', SINCE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR AN INTELLIGENT MAN TO DWELL WITH A FOOL, FOR THE INTELLIGENT MAN IS PERFECT IN ALL WISDOM. TO THE FOOL, HOWEVER, THE GOOD AND BAD ARE THE SAME - INDEED THE WISE MAN WILL BE NOURISHED BY THE TRUTH AND (PS. 1:3) "WILL BE LIKE A TREE GROWING BY THE MEANDERING STREAM" - SEEING THAT THERE ARE SOME WHO, ALTHOUGH HAVING WINGS, RUSH UPON THE VISIBLE THINGS, THINGS THAT ARE FAR FROM THE TRUTH. FOR THAT WHICH GUIDES THEM, THE FIRE, WILL GIVE THEM AN ILLUSION OF TRUTH, AND WILL SHINE ON THEM WITH A PERISHABLE BEAUTY, AND IT WILL IMPRISON THEM IN A DARK SWEETNESS AND CAPTIVATE THEM WITH FRAGRANT PLEASURE. AND IT WILL BLIND THEM WITH INSATIABLE LUST AND BURN THEIR SOULS AND BECOME FOR THEM LIKE A STAKE STUCK IN THEIR HEART WHICH THEY CAN NEVER DISLODGE. AND LIKE A BIT IN THE MOUTH, IT LEADS THEM ACCORDING TO ITS OWN DESIRE. AND IT HAS FETTERED THEM WITH ITS CHAINS AND BOUND ALL THEIR LIMBS WITH THE BITTERNESS OF THE BONDAGE OF LUST FOR THOSE VISIBLE THINGS THAT WILL DECAY AND CHANGE AND SWERVE BY IMPULSE. THEY HAVE ALWAYS BEEN ATTRACTED DOWNWARDS; AS THEY ARE KILLED, THEY ARE ASSIMILATED TO ALL THE BEASTS OF THE PERISHABLE REALM." THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID, "IT IS OBVIOUS AND HAS BEEN SAID, 'MANY ARE [...] THOSE WHO DO NOT KNOW [...] SOUL.'" AND THE SAVIOR ANSWERED, SAYING, "BLESSED IS THE WISE MAN WHO SOUGHT AFTER THE TRUTH, AND WHEN HE FOUND IT, HE RESTED UPON IT FOREVER AND WAS UNAFRAID OF THOSE WHO WANTED TO DISTURB HIM." THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID, "IT IS BENEFICIAL FOR US, LORD, TO REST AMONG OUR OWN?" THE SAVIOR SAID, "YES, IT IS USEFUL. AND IT IS GOOD FOR YOU, SINCE THINGS VISIBLE AMONG MEN WILL DISSOLVE - FOR THE VESSEL OF THEIR FLESH WILL DISSOLVE, AND WHEN IT IS BROUGHT TO NAUGHT IT WILL COME TO BE AMONG VISIBLE THINGS, AMONG THINGS THAT ARE SEEN. AND THEN THE FIRE WHICH THEY SEE GIVES THEM PAIN ON ACCOUNT OF LOVE FOR THE FAITH THEY FORMERLY POSSESSED. THEY WILL BE GATHERED BACK TO THAT WHICH IS VISIBLE. MOREOVER, THOSE WHO HAVE SIGHT AMONG THINGS THAT ARE NOT VISIBLE, WITHOUT THE FIRST LOVE THEY WILL PERISH IN THE CONCERN FOR THIS LIFE AND THE SCORCHING OF THE FIRE. ONLY A LITTLE WHILE LONGER, AND THAT WHICH IS VISIBLE WILL DISSOLVE; THEN SHAPELESS SHADES WILL EMERGE, AND IN THE MIDST OF TOMBS THEY WILL FOREVER DWELL UPON THE CORPSES IN PAIN AND CORRUPTION OF SOUL." THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID, "WHAT HAVE WE TO SAY IN THE FACE OF THESE THINGS? WHAT SHALL WE SAY TO BLIND MEN? WHAT DOCTRINE SHOULD WE EXPRESS TO THESE MISERABLE MORTALS WHO SAY, "WE CAME TO DO GOOD AND NOT CURSE," AND YET CLAIM, "HAD WE NOT BEEN BEGOTTEN IN THE FLESH, WE WOULD NOT HAVE KNOWN INIQUITY"?" THE SAVIOR SAID, "TRULY, AS FOR THOSE, DO NOT ESTEEM THEM AS MEN, BUT REGARD THEM AS BEASTS, FOR JUST AS BEASTS DEVOUR ONE ANOTHER, SO ALSO MEN OF THIS SORT DEVOUR ONE ANOTHER. ON THE CONTRARY, THEY ARE DEPRIVED OF THE KINGDOM SINCE THEY LOVE THE SWEETNESS OF THE FIRE AND ARE SERVANTS OF DEATH AND RUSH TO THE WORKS OF CORRUPTION. THEY FULFILL THE LUST OF THEIR FATHERS. THEY WILL BE THROWN DOWN TO THE ABYSS AND BE AFFLICTED BY THE TORMENT OF THE BITTERNESS OF THEIR EVIL NATURE. FOR THEY WILL BE SCOURGED SO AS TO MAKE THEM RUSH BACKWARDS, WHITHER THEY DO NOT KNOW, AND THEY WILL RECEDE FROM THEIR LIMBS NOT PATIENTLY, BUT WITH DESPAIR. AND THEY REJOICE OVER [...] MADNESS AND DERANGEMENT [...] THEY PURSUE THIS DERANGEMENT WITHOUT REALIZING THEIR MADNESS, THINKING THAT THEY ARE WISE. THEY [...] THEIR BODY [...] THEIR MIND IS DIRECTED TO THEIR OWN SELVES, FOR THEIR THOUGHT IS OCCUPIED WITH THEIR DEEDS. BUT IT IS THE FIRE THAT WILL BURN THEM." AND THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID, "LORD, WHAT WILL THE ONE THROWN DOWN TO THEM DO? FOR I AM MOST ANXIOUS ABOUT THEM; MANY ARE THOSE WHO FIGHT THEM." THE SAVIOR ANSWERED AND SAID, "WHAT IS YOUR OWN OPINION?" JUDAS - THE ONE CALLED THOMAS - SAID, "IT IS YOU, LORD, WHOM IT BEFITS TO SPEAK, AND ME TO LISTEN." THE SAVIOR REPLIED, "LISTEN TO WHAT I AM GOING TO TELL YOU AND BELIEVE IN THE TRUTH. THAT WHICH SOWS AND THAT WHICH IS SOWN WILL DISSOLVE IN THE FIRE - WITHIN THE FIRE AND THE WATER - AND THEY WILL HIDE IN TOMBS OF DARKNESS. AND AFTER A LONG TIME, THEY SHALL SHOW FORTH THE FRUIT OF THE EVIL TREES, BEING PUNISHED, BEING SLAIN IN THE MOUTH OF BEASTS AND MEN AT THE INSTIGATION OF THE RAINS AND WINDS AND AIR AND THE LIGHT THAT SHINES ABOVE." THOMAS REPLIED, "YOU HAVE CERTAINLY PERSUADED US, LORD. WE REALIZE IN OUR HEART, AND IT IS OBVIOUS, THAT THIS IS SO, AND THAT YOUR WORD IS SUFFICIENT. BUT THESE WORDS THAT YOU SPEAK TO US ARE RIDICULOUS AND CONTEMPTIBLE TO THE WORLD SINCE THEY ARE MISUNDERSTOOD. SO HOW CAN WE GO PREACH THEM, SINCE WE ARE NOT ESTEEMED IN THE WORLD?" THE SAVIOR ANSWERED AND SAID, "TRULY I TELL YOU THAT HE WHO WILL LISTEN TO YOUR WORD AND TURN AWAY HIS FACE OR SNEER AT IT OR SMIRK AT THESE THINGS, TRULY I TELL YOU THAT HE WILL BE HANDED OVER TO THE RULER ABOVE WHO RULES OVER ALL THE POWERS AS THEIR KING, AND HE WILL TURN THAT ONE AROUND AND CAST HIM FROM HEAVEN DOWN TO THE ABYSS, AND HE WILL BE IMPRISONED IN A NARROW DARK PLACE. MOREOVER, HE CAN NEITHER TURN NOR MOVE ON ACCOUNT OF THE GREAT DEPTH OF TARTAROS AND THE HEAVY BITTERNESS OF HADES THAT IS STEADFAST [...] THEM TO IT [...] THEY WILL NOT FORGIVE [...] PURSUE YOU. THEY WILL HAND [...] OVER TO [...] ANGEL TARTAROUCHOS [...] FIRE PURSUING THEM [...] FIERY SCOURGES THAT CAST A SHOWER OF SPARKS INTO THE FACE OF THE ONE WHO IS PURSUED. IF HE FLEES WESTWARD, HE FINDS THE FIRE. IF HE TURNS SOUTHWARD, HE FINDS IT THERE AS WELL. IF HE TURNS NORTHWARD, THE THREAT OF SEETHING FIRE MEETS HIM AGAIN. NOR DOES HE FIND THE WAY TO THE EAST SO AS TO FLEE THERE AND BE SAVED, FOR HE DID NOT FIND IT IN THE DAY HE WAS IN THE BODY, SO THAT HE MIGHT FIND IT IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT." THEN THE SAVIOR CONTINUED, SAYING, "WOE TO YOU, GODLESS ONES, WHO HAVE NO HOPE, WHO RELY ON THINGS THAT WILL NOT HAPPEN! "WOE TO YOU WHO HOPE IN THE FLESH AND IN THE PRISON THAT WILL PERISH! HOW LONG WILL YOU BE OBLIVIOUS? AND HOW LONG WILL YOU SUPPOSE THAT THE IMPERISHABLES WILL PERISH TOO? YOUR HOPE IS SET UPON THE WORLD, AND YOUR GOD IS THIS LIFE! YOU ARE CORRUPTING YOUR SOULS! "WOE TO YOU WITHIN THE FIRE THAT BURNS IN YOU, FOR IT IS INSATIABLE! "WOE TO YOU BECAUSE OF THE WHEEL THAT TURNS IN YOUR MINDS! "WOE TO YOU WITHIN THE GRIP OF THE BURNING THAT IS IN YOU, FOR IT WILL DEVOUR YOUR FLESH OPENLY AND REND YOUR SOULS SECRETLY, AND PREPARE YOU FOR YOUR COMPANIONS! "WOE TO YOU, CAPTIVES, FOR YOU ARE BOUND IN CAVERNS! YOU LAUGH! IN MAD LAUGHTER YOU REJOICE! YOU NEITHER REALIZE YOUR PERDITION, NOR DO YOU REFLECT ON YOUR CIRCUMSTANCES, NOR HAVE YOU UNDERSTOOD THAT YOU DWELL IN DARKNESS AND DEATH! ON THE CONTRARY, YOU ARE DRUNK WITH THE FIRE AND FULL OF BITTERNESS. YOUR MIND IS DERANGED ON ACCOUNT OF THE BURNING THAT IS IN YOU, AND SWEET TO YOU ARE THE POISON AND THE BLOWS OF YOUR ENEMIES! AND THE DARKNESS ROSE FOR YOU LIKE THE LIGHT, FOR YOU SURRENDERED YOUR FREEDOM FOR SERVITUDE! YOU DARKENED YOUR HEARTS AND SURRENDERED YOUR THOUGHTS TO FOLLY, AND YOU FILLED YOUR THOUGHTS WITH THE SMOKE OF THE FIRE THAT IS IN YOU! AND YOUR LIGHT HAS HIDDEN IN THE CLOUD OF [...] AND THE GARMENT THAT IS PUT UPON YOU, YOU [...]. AND YOU WERE SEIZED BY THE HOPE THAT DOES NOT EXIST. AND WHOM IS IT YOU HAVE BELIEVED? DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT YOU ALL DWELL AMONG THOSE WHO THAT [...] YOU AS THOUGH YOU [...], YOU BAPTIZED YOUR SOULS IN THE WATER OF DARKNESS! YOU WALKED BY YOUR OWN WHIMS! "WOE TO YOU WHO DWELL IN ERROR, HEEDLESS THAT THE LIGHT OF THE SUN WHICH JUDGES AND LOOKS DOWN UPON THE ALL WILL CIRCLE AROUND ALL THINGS SO AS TO ENSLAVE THE ENEMIES. YOU DO NOT EVEN NOTICE THE MOON, HOW BY NIGHT AND DAY IT LOOKS DOWN, LOOKING AT THE BODIES OF YOUR SLAUGHTERS! "WOE TO YOU WHO [SEXUALLY] LOVE INTIMACY WITH WOMANKIND AND POLLUTED [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH THEM! WOE TO YOU IN THE GRIP OF THE POWERS OF YOUR BODY, FOR THEY WILL AFFLICT YOU! WOE TO YOU IN THE GRIP OF THE FORCES OF THE EVIL DEMONS! WOE TO YOU WHO BEGUILE YOUR LIMBS WITH FIRE! WHO IS IT THAT WILL RAIN A REFRESHING DEW ON YOU TO EXTINGUISH THE MASS OF FIRE FROM YOU ALONG WITH YOUR BURNING? WHO IS IT THAT WILL CAUSE THE SUN TO SHINE UPON YOU TO DISPERSE THE DARKNESS IN YOU AND HIDE THE DARKNESS AND POLLUTED WATER? "THE SUN AND THE MOON WILL GIVE A FRAGRANCE TO YOU TOGETHER WITH THE AIR AND THE SPIRIT AND THE EARTH AND THE WATER. FOR IF THE SUN DOES NOT SHINE UPON THESE BODIES, THEY WILL WITHER AND PERISH JUST LIKE WEEDS OR GRASS. IF THE SUN SHINES ON THEM, THEY PREVAIL AND CHOKE THE GRAPEVINE; BUT IF THE GRAPEVINE PREVAILS AND SHADES THOSE WEEDS AND ALL THE OTHER BRUSH GROWING ALONGSIDE, AND SPREADS AND FLOURISHES, IT ALONE INHERITS THE LAND IN WHICH IT GROWS; AND EVERY PLACE IT HAS SHADED IT DOMINATES. AND WHEN IT GROWS UP, IT DOMINATES ALL THE LAND AND IS BOUNTIFUL FOR ITS MASTER, AND IT PLEASES HIM EVEN MORE, FOR HE WOULD HAVE SUFFERED GREAT PAINS ON ACCOUNT OF THESE PLANTS UNTIL HE UPROOTED THEM. BUT THE GRAPEVINE ALONE REMOVED THEM AND CHOKED THEM, AND THEY DIED AND BECAME LIKE THE SOIL." THEN JESUS CONTINUED AND SAID TO THEM, "WOE TO YOU, FOR YOU DID NOT RECEIVE THE DOCTRINE, AND THOSE WHO ARE [...] WILL LABOR AT PREACHING [...]. AND YOU ARE RUSHING INTO [...] WILL SEND THEM DOWN [...] YOU KILL THEM DAILY IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT RISE FROM DEATH. "BLESSED ARE YOU WHO HAVE PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF THE STUMBLING BLOCKS AND WHO FLEE ALIEN THINGS. "BLESSED ARE YOU WHO ARE REVILED AND NOT ESTEEMED ON ACCOUNT OF THE LOVE THEIR LORD HAS FOR THEM. "BLESSED ARE YOU WHO WEEP AND ARE OPPRESSED BY THOSE WITHOUT HOPE, FOR YOU WILL BE RELEASED FROM EVERY BONDAGE. "WATCH AND PRAY THAT YOU NOT COME TO BE IN THE FLESH, BUT RATHER THAT YOU COME FORTH FROM THE BONDAGE OF THE BITTERNESS OF THIS LIFE. AND AS YOU PRAY, YOU WILL FIND REST, FOR YOU HAVE LEFT BEHIND THE SUFFERING AND THE DISGRACE. FOR WHEN YOU COME FORTH FROM THE SUFFERINGS AND PASSIONS OF THE BODY, YOU WILL RECEIVE REST FROM THE GOOD ONE, AND YOU WILL REIGN WITH THE KING, YOU JOINED WITH HIM AND HE WITH YOU, FROM NOW ON, FOR EVER AND EVER, AMEN." THE BOOK OF THOMAS THE CONTENDER WRITING TO THE PERFECT, REMEMBER ME ALSO, MY BRETHREN, IN YOUR PRAYERS:  PEACE TO THE SAINTS AND THOSE WHO ARE SPIRITUAL.  
THE CONCEPT OF OUR GREAT POWER
THE PERCEPTION OF UNDERSTANDING THE CONCEPT OF THE GREAT POWER. HE WHO WILL KNOW OUR GREAT POWER WILL BECOME INVISIBLE, AND FIRE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO CONSUME HIM. BUT IT WILL PURGE AND DESTROY ALL OF YOUR POSSESSIONS. FOR EVERYONE IN WHOM MY FORM WILL APPEAR WILL BE SAVED, FROM (THE AGE OF) SEVEN DAYS UP TO ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS. (THOSE) WHOM I CONSTRAINED TO GATHER ALL THAT IS FALLEN - AND THE WRITINGS OF OUR GREAT POWER, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY INSCRIBE YOUR NAME IN OUR GREAT LIGHT - AND THEIR THOUGHTS AND THEIR WORKS MAY BE ENDED, THAT THEY MAY BE PURGED, AND BE SCATTERED AND BE DESTROYED, AND BE GATHERED IN THE PLACE WHICH NO ONE IN IT SEES. BUT YOU WILL SEE ME, AND YOU WILL PREPARE YOUR DWELLING PLACES IN OUR GREAT POWER. KNOW HOW WHAT HAS DEPARTED CAME TO BE, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY KNOW HOW TO DISCERN WHAT LIVES TO BECOME: OF WHAT APPEARANCE THAT AEON IS, OR WHAT KIND IT IS, OR HOW IT WILL COME TO BE. WHY DO YOU NOT ASK WHAT KIND YOU WILL BECOME, (OR) RATHER HOW YOU CAME TO BE? DISCERN WHAT SIZE THE WATER IS, THAT IT IS IMMEASURABLE (AND) INCOMPREHENSIBLE, BOTH ITS BEGINNING AND ITS END. IT SUPPORTS THE EARTH; IT BLOWS IN THE AIR WHERE THE GODS AND THE ANGELS ARE. BUT IN HIM WHO IS EXALTED ABOVE ALL THESE THERE IS THE FEAR AND THE LIGHT, AND IN HIM ARE MY WRITINGS REVEALED. I HAVE GIVEN THEM AS A SERVICE TO THE CREATION OF THE PHYSICAL THINGS, FOR IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR ANYONE TO STAND WITHOUT THAT ONE, NOR IS IT POSSIBLE FOR THE AEON TO LIVE WITHOUT HIM. IT IS HE WHO POSSESSES WHAT IS IN HIM BY DISCERNING (IT) IN PURITY. THEN BEHOLD THE SPIRIT AND KNOW WHERE HE IS. HE GAVE HIMSELF TO MEN THAT THEY MAY RECEIVE LIFE FROM HIM EVERY DAY, SINCE HE HAS HIS LIFE WITHIN HIM; HE GIVES TO THEM ALL. THEN THE DARKNESS TOGETHER WITH HADES TOOK THE FIRE. AND HE (THE DARKNESS) WILL RELEASE FROM HIMSELF WHAT IS MINE. HIS EYES WERE NOT ABLE TO ENDURE MY LIGHT. AFTER THE SPIRITS AND THE WATERS MOVED, THE REMAINDER CAME INTO BEING: THE WHOLE AEON OF THE CREATION, AND THEIR <POWERS>. THE FIRE CAME FORTH FROM THEM AND THE POWER CAME IN THE MIDST OF THE POWERS. AND THE POWERS DESIRED TO SEE MY IMAGE. AND THE SOUL BECAME ITS REPLICA. THIS IS THE WORK THAT CAME INTO BEING. SEE WHAT IT IS LIKE, THAT BEFORE IT COMES INTO BEING IT DOES NOT SEE, BECAUSE THE AEON OF THE FLESH CAME TO BE IN THE GREAT BODIES. AND THERE WERE APPORTIONED TO THEM LONG DAYS IN THE CREATION. FOR WHEN THEY HAD POLLUTED THEMSELVES AND HAD ENTERED INTO THE FLESH, THE FATHER OF THE FLESH, THE WATER, AVENGED HIMSELF. FOR WHEN HE HAD FOUND THAT NOAH WAS PIOUS (AND) WORTHY - AND IT IS THE FATHER OF THE FLESH WHO HOLDS THE ANGELS IN SUBJECTION. AND HE (NOAH) PREACHED PIETY FOR ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS. AND NO ONE LISTENED TO HIM. AND HE MADE A WOODEN ARK, AND WHOM HE HAD FOUND ENTERED IT. AND THE FLOOD TOOK PLACE. AND THUS, NOAH WAS SAVED WITH HIS SONS. FOR IF INDEED THE ARK HAD NOT BEEN MEANT FOR MAN TO ENTER, THEN THE WATER OF THE FLOOD WOULD NOT HAVE COME. IN THIS WAY HE INTENDED (AND) PLANNED TO SAVE THE GODS AND THE ANGELS, AND THE POWERS, THE GREATNESS OF ALL OF THESE, AND THE <NOURISHMENT> AND THE WAY OF LIFE. AND HE MOVES THEM FROM THE AEON (AND) NOURISHES THEM IN THE PERMANENT PLACES. AND THE JUDGMENT OF THE FLESH WAS UNLEASHED. ONLY THE WORK OF THE POWER STOOD UP. NEXT THE PSYCHIC AEON. IT IS A SMALL ONE, WHICH IS MIXED WITH BODIES, BY BEGETTING IN THE SOULS (AND) DEFILING (THEM). FOR THE FIRST [SEXUAL] DEFILEMENT OF THE CREATION FOUND STRENGTH. AND IT BEGOT EVERY WORK: MANY WORKS OF WRATH, ANGER, ENVY, MALICE, HATRED, SLANDER, CONTEMPT AND WAR, LYING AND EVIL COUNSELS, SORROWS AND [SEXUAL] PLEASURES, BASENESSES AND [VILE] DEFILEMENTS, FALSEHOODS AND DISEASES, EVIL JUDGMENTS THAT THEY DECREE ACCORDING TO THEIR [ABOMINABLE] DESIRES. YET YOU ARE SLEEPING, DREAMING DREAMS. WAKE UP AND RETURN, TASTE AND EAT THE TRUE FOOD! HAND OUT THE WORD AND THE WATER OF LIFE! CEASE FROM THE EVIL LUSTS AND DESIRES AND (THE TEACHINGS OF) THE ANOMOEANS, EVIL HERESIES THAT HAVE NO BASIS. AND THE MOTHER OF THE FIRE WAS IMPOTENT. SHE BROUGHT THE FIRE UPON THE SOUL AND THE EARTH, AND SHE BURNED ALL <THE> DWELLINGS THAT ARE IN IT. AND ITS SHEPHERD PERISHED. MOREOVER, WHEN SHE DOES NOT FIND ANYTHING ELSE TO BURN, SHE WILL DESTROY HERSELF. AND IT WILL BECOME INCORPOREAL, WITHOUT BODY, AND IT WILL BURN MATTER, UNTIL IT HAS CLEANSED EVERYTHING, - AND ALL WICKEDNESS. FOR WHEN IT DOES NOT FIND ANYTHING ELSE TO BURN, IT WILL TURN AGAINST ITSELF UNTIL IT HAS DESTROYED ITSELF. THEN, IN THIS AEON, WHICH IS THE PSYCHIC ONE, THE MAN WILL COME INTO BEING WHO KNOWS THE GREAT POWER. HE WILL RECEIVE (ME) AND HE WILL KNOW ME. HE WILL DRINK FROM THE MILK OF THE MOTHER, IN FACT. HE WILL SPEAK IN PARABLES; HE WILL PROCLAIM THE AEON THAT IS TO COME, JUST AS HE SPOKE IN THE FIRST AEON OF THE FLESH, AS NOAH. NOW CONCERNING HIS WORDS, WHICH HE UTTERED, HE SPOKE IN ALL OF THEM, IN SEVENTY-TWO TONGUES. AND HE OPENED THE GATES OF THE HEAVENS WITH HIS WORDS. AND HE PUT TO SHAME THE RULER OF HADES; HE RAISED THE DEAD, AND HE DESTROYED HIS DOMINION. THEN A GREAT DISTURBANCE TOOK PLACE. THE ARCHONS RAISED UP THEIR WRATH AGAINST HIM. THEY WANTED TO HAND HIM OVER TO THE RULER OF HADES. THEN THEY RECOGNIZED ONE OF HIS FOLLOWERS. A FIRE TOOK HOLD OF HIS SOUL. HE (JUDAS?) HANDED HIM OVER, SINCE NO ONE KNEW HIM (JESUS?). THEY ACTED AND SEIZED HIM. THEY BROUGHT JUDGMENT UPON THEMSELVES. AND THEY DELIVERED HIM UP TO THE RULER OF HADES. AND THEY HANDED HIM OVER TO SASABEK FOR NINE BRONZE COINS. HE PREPARED HIMSELF TO GO DOWN AND PUT THEM TO SHAME. THEN THE RULER OF HADES TOOK HIM. AND HE FOUND THAT THE NATURE OF HIS FLESH COULD NOT BE SEIZED, IN ORDER TO SHOW IT TO THE ARCHONS. BUT HE WAS SAYING: "WHO IS THIS? WHAT IS IT? HIS WORD HAS ABOLISHED THE LAW OF THE AEON. HE IS FROM THE LOGOS OF THE POWER OF LIFE." AND HE WAS VICTORIOUS OVER THE COMMAND OF THE ARCHONS, AND THEY WERE NOT ABLE BY THEIR WORK TO RULE OVER HIM. THE ARCHONS SEARCHED AFTER THAT WHICH HAD COME TO PASS. THEY DID NOT KNOW THAT THIS IS THE SIGN OF THEIR DISSOLUTION, AND (THAT) IT IS THE CHANGE OF THE AEON. THE SUN SET DURING THE DAY; THAT DAY BECAME DARK. THE EVIL SPIRITS WERE TROUBLED. AND AFTER THESE THINGS HE WILL APPEAR ASCENDING. AND THE SIGN OF THE AEON THAT IS TO COME WILL APPEAR. AND THE AEONS WILL DISSOLVE. AND THOSE WHO WOULD KNOW THESE THINGS THAT WERE DISCUSSED WITH THEM, WILL BECOME BLESSED. AND THEY WILL REVEAL THEM, AND THEY WILL BECOME BLESSED, SINCE THEY WILL COME TO KNOW THE TRUTH. FOR YOU HAVE FOUND REST IN THE HEAVENS. THEN MANY WILL FOLLOW HIM, AND THEY WILL LABOR IN THEIR BIRTHPLACES. THEY WILL GO ABOUT; THEY WILL WRITE DOWN HIS WORDS ACCORDING TO (THEIR) DESIRE. BEHOLD, THESE AEONS HAVE PASSED. WHAT SIZE IS THE WATER OF THE AEON THAT HAS DISSOLVED? WHAT DIMENSIONS DO AEONS HAVE? HOW WILL MEN PREPARE THEMSELVES, AND HOW WILL THEY BE ESTABLISHED, AND HOW WILL THEY BECOME INDESTRUCTIBLE AEONS? BUT AT FIRST, AFTER HIS PREACHING - IT IS HE WHO PROCLAIMS THE SECOND AEON, AND THE FIRST. AND THE FIRST AEON PERISHED IN THE COURSE OF TIME. HE MADE THE FIRST AEON, GOING ABOUT IN IT UNTIL IT PERISHED, WHILE PREACHING ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS IN NUMBER. THIS IS THE PERFECT NUMBER THAT IS HIGHLY EXALTED. HE MADE THE BORDER OF THE WEST DESOLATE, AND HE DESTROYED THE EAST. THEN YOUR SEED AND THOSE WHO WISH TO FOLLOW OUR GREAT LOGOS AND HIS PROCLAMATION - [...] THEN THE WRATH OF THE ARCHONS BURNED. THEY WERE ASHAMED OF THEIR DISSOLUTION. AND THEY FUMED AND WERE ANGRY AT THE LIFE. THE CITIES WERE <OVERTURNED>; THE MOUNTAINS DISSOLVE. THE ARCHON CAME, WITH THE ARCHONS OF THE WESTERN REGIONS, TO THE EAST, I.E., THAT PLACE WHERE THE LOGOS APPEARED AT FIRST. THEN THE EARTH TREMBLED, AND THE CITIES WERE TROUBLED. MOREOVER, THE BIRDS ATE AND WERE FILLED WITH THEIR DEAD. THE EARTH MOURNED TOGETHER WITH THE INHABITED WORLD; THEY BECAME DESOLATE. THEN WHEN THE TIMES WERE COMPLETED, THEN WICKEDNESS AROSE MIGHTILY EVEN UNTIL THE FINAL END OF THE LOGOS. THEN THE ARCHON OF THE WESTERN REGIONS AROSE, AND FROM THE EAST HE WILL PERFORM A WORK, AND HE WILL INSTRUCT MEN IN HIS WICKEDNESS. AND HE WANTS TO NULLIFY ALL TEACHING, THE WORDS OF TRUE WISDOM, WHILE LOVING THE LYING WISDOM. FOR HE ATTACKED THE OLD, WISHING TO INTRODUCE WICKEDNESS AND TO PUT ON DIGNITY. HE WAS INCAPABLE, BECAUSE THE DEFILEMENT OF HIS GARMENTS IS GREAT. THEN HE BECAME ANGRY. HE APPEARED AND DESIRED TO GO UP AND TO PASS UP TO THAT PLACE. THEN THE APPOINTED TIME CAME AND DREW NEAR. AND HE CHANGED THE COMMANDS. THEN THE TIME CAME UNTIL THE CHILD HAD GROWN UP. WHEN HE HAD COME TO HIS MATURITY, THEN THE ARCHONS SENT THE IMITATOR TO THAT MAN IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW OUR GREAT POWER. AND THEY WERE EXPECTING FROM HIM THAT HE WOULD PERFORM FOR THEM A SIGN. AND HE BORE GREAT SIGNS. AND HE REIGNED OVER THE WHOLE EARTH AND ALL THOSE WHO ARE UNDER HEAVEN. HE PLACED HIS THRONE UPON THE END OF THE EARTH, FOR "I SHALL MAKE YOU GOD OF THE WORLD". HE WILL PERFORM SIGNS AND WONDERS. THEN THEY WILL TURN FROM ME, AND THEY WILL GO ASTRAY. THEN THOSE MEN WHO WILL FOLLOW AFTER HIM WILL INTRODUCE CIRCUMCISION. AND HE WILL PRONOUNCE JUDGMENT UPON THOSE WHO ARE FROM THE UNCIRCUMCISION, WHO ARE THE (TRUE) PEOPLE. FOR IN FACT HE SENT MANY PREACHERS BEFOREHAND, WHO PREACHED ON HIS BEHALF. WHEN HE HAS COMPLETED THE ESTABLISHED TIME OF THE KINGDOM OF THE EARTH, THEN THE CLEANSING OF THE SOULS WILL COME, SINCE WICKEDNESS IS STRONGER THAN YOU. ALL THE POWERS OF THE SEA WILL TREMBLE AND DRY UP, AND THE FIRMAMENT WILL NOT POUR DOWN DEW. THE SPRINGS WILL CEASE. THE RIVERS WILL NOT FLOW DOWN TO THEIR SPRINGS. AND THE WATERS OF THE SPRINGS OF THE EARTH WILL CEASE. THEN THE DEPTHS WILL BE LAID BARE AND THEY WILL OPEN. THE STARS WILL GROW IN SIZE, AND THE SUN WILL CEASE. AND I SHALL WITHDRAW WITH EVERYONE WHO WILL KNOW ME. AND THEY WILL ENTER INTO THE IMMEASURABLE LIGHT, (WHERE) THERE IS NO ONE OF THE FLESH NOR THE WANTONNESS OF THE FIRST TO SEIZE THEM. THEY WILL BE UNHAMPERED (AND) HOLY, SINCE NOTHING DRAGS THEM DOWN. I MYSELF PROTECT THEM, SINCE THEY HAVE HOLY GARMENTS, WHICH THE FIRE CANNOT TOUCH, NOR DARKNESS NOR WIND NOR A MOMENT, SO AS TO CAUSE ONE TO SHUT THE EYES. THEN HE WILL COME TO DESTROY ALL OF THEM. AND THEY WILL BE CHASTISED UNTIL THEY BECOME PURE. MOREOVER, THEIR PERIOD, WHICH WAS GIVEN TO THEM TO HAVE POWER, WHICH WAS APPORTIONED TO THEM, (IS) FOURTEEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY YEARS. WHEN THE FIRE HAS CONSUMED THEM ALL, AND WHEN IT DOES NOT FIND ANYTHING ELSE TO BURN, THEN IT WILL PERISH BY ITS OWN HAND. THEN THE [...] WILL BE COMPLETED [...] THE SECOND POWER [...] THE MERCY WILL COME [...] THROUGH WISDOM [...]. THEN THE FIRMAMENTS WILL FALL DOWN INTO THE DEPTH. THEN THE SONS OF MATTER WILL PERISH; THEY WILL NOT BE, HENCEFORTH. THEN THE SOULS WILL APPEAR, WHO ARE HOLY THROUGH THE LIGHT OF THE POWER, WHO IS EXALTED, ABOVE ALL POWERS, THE IMMEASURABLE, THE UNIVERSAL ONE, I AND ALL THOSE WHO WILL KNOW ME. AND THEY WILL BE IN THE AEON OF BEAUTY OF THE AEON OF JUDGMENT, SINCE THEY ARE READY IN WISDOM, HAVING GIVEN GLORY TO HIM WHO IS IN THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE UNITY; AND THEY SEE HIM BECAUSE OF HIS WILL, WHICH IS IN THEM. AND THEY ALL HAVE BECOME AS REFLECTIONS IN HIS LIGHT. THEY ALL HAVE SHONE, AND THEY HAVE FOUND REST IN HIS REST. AND HE WILL RELEASE THE SOULS THAT ARE BEING PUNISHED, AND THEY WILL COME TO BE IN PURITY. AND THEY WILL SEE THE SAINTS AND CRY OUT TO THEM, "HAVE MERCY ON US, O POWER WHO ART ABOVE ALL POWERS!" FOR [...] AND IN THE TREE OF INIQUITY THAT EXISTS [...] TO HIM THEIR EYES. AND THEY DO NOT SEEK HIM BECAUSE THEY DO NOT SEEK US, NOR DO THEY BELIEVE US, BUT THEY ACTED ACCORDING TO THE CREATION OF THE ARCHONS AND ITS OTHER RULERS. BUT WE HAVE ACTED ACCORDING TO OUR BIRTH OF THE FLESH, IN THE CREATION OF THE ARCHONS, WHICH GIVES LAW. WE ALSO HAVE COME TO BE IN THE UNCHANGEABLE AEON.  
THE DIALOGUE OF THE SAVIOR
THE SAVIOR SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, "ALREADY THE TIME HAS COME, BROTHERS, FOR US TO ABANDON OUR LABOR AND STAND AT REST. FOR WHOEVER STANDS AT REST WILL REST FOREVER. AND I SAY TO YOU, BE ALWAYS ABOVE [...] TIME [...] YOU [...] BE AFRAID OF [...] YOU [...] ANGER IS FEARFUL [...] AROUSE ANGER [...] BUT SINCE YOU HAVE [...] THEY ACCEPTED THESE WORDS CONCERNING IT WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING, AND IT SET THEM UP WITH GOVERNORS, FOR FROM IT NOTHING WAS FORTHCOMING. BUT WHEN I CAME, I OPENED THE PATH, AND I TAUGHT THEM ABOUT THE PASSAGE WHICH THEY WILL TRAVERSE, THE ELECT AND SOLITARY, WHO HAVE KNOWN THE FATHER, HAVING BELIEVED THE TRUTH AND ALL THE PRAISES WHILE YOU OFFERED PRAISE. "SO, WHEN YOU OFFER PRAISE, DO SO LIKE THIS: HEAR US, FATHER, JUST AS YOU HEARD YOUR ONLYBEGOTTEN SON, AND RECEIVED HIM, AND GAVE HIM REST FROM ANY [...] YOU ARE THE ONE WHOSE POWER [...] YOUR ARMOR [...] IS [...] LIGHT [...] LIVING [...] TOUCH [...] THE WORD [...] REPENTANCE [...] LIFE [...] YOU. YOU ARE THE THINKING AND THE ENTIRE SERENITY OF THE SOLITARY. AGAIN: HEAR US JUST AS YOU HEARD YOUR ELECT. THROUGH YOUR SACRIFICE, THESE WILL ENTER; THROUGH THEIR GOOD WORKS, THESE HAVE SAVED THEIR SOULS FROM THESE BLIND LIMBS, SO THAT THEY MIGHT EXIST ETERNALLY. AMEN. "I WILL TEACH YOU. WHEN THE TIME OF DISSOLUTION ARRIVES, THE FIRST POWER OF DARKNESS WILL COME UPON YOU. DO NOT BE AFRAID AND SAY "BEHOLD! THE TIME HAS COME!" BUT WHEN YOU SEE A SINGLE STAFF... (3 LINES INDECIPHERABLE) ...UNDERSTAND [...] THE WORK [...] AND THE GOVERNORS [...] COME UPON YOU [...]. TRULY, FEAR IS THE POWER [...]. SO, IF YOU ARE GOING TO BE AFRAID OF WHAT IS ABOUT TO COME UPON YOU, IT WILL ENGULF YOU. FOR THERE IS NOT ONE AMONG THEM WHO WILL SPARE YOU OR SHOW YOU MERCY. BUT IN THIS WAY, LOOK AT THE [...] IN IT, SINCE YOU HAVE MASTERED EVERY WORD ON EARTH. IT [...] TAKE YOU UP TO THE [...] PLACE WHERE THERE IS NO RULE [...] TYRANT. WHEN YOU [...] YOU WILL SEE THOSE WHO [...] AND ALSO [...] TELL YOU [...] THE REASONING POWER [...] REASONING POWER [...] PLACE OF TRUTH [...] BUT [...]. BUT YOU [...] TRUTH, THIS [...] LIVING [...] AND YOUR JOY [...]. SO [...] IN ORDER THAT [...] YOUR SOULS [...] LEST IT [...] THE WORD [...] RAISE... (3 LINES INDECIPHERABLE) ...FOR THE CROSSING PLACE IS FEARFUL BEFORE YOU. BUT YOU, WITH A SINGLE MIND, PASS IT BY! FOR ITS DEPTH IS GREAT; ITS HEIGHT IS ENORMOUS [...] SINGLE MIND [...] AND THE FIRE [...] [...] ALL THE POWERS [...] YOU, THEY [...] AND THE POWERS [...] THEY [...][...] SOUL [...] [...] IN EVERYONE [...] YOU ARE THE [...] AND [...] FORGET [...] SON [...] AND YOU [...][...]." MATTHEW SAID, "HOW [...][...]?"  THE SAVIOR SAID "[...] THE THINGS INSIDE YOU [...] WILL REMAIN, YOU [...]."  JUDAS SAID, "LORD [...] THE WORKS [...] THESE SOULS, THESE [...], THESE LITTLE ONES, WHEN [...] WHERE WILL THEY BE? [...] THE SPIRIT [...]?"  THE LORD SAID, "[...] RECEIVE THEM. THESE DO NOT DIE, [...] THEY ARE NOT DESTROYED, FOR THEY HAVE KNOWN THEIR CONSORTS AND HIM WHO WOULD RECEIVE THEM. FOR THE TRUTH SEEKS OUT THE WISE AND THE RIGHTEOUS." THE SAVIOR SAID, "THE LAMP OF THE BODY IS THE MIND. AS LONG AS THE THINGS INSIDE YOU ARE SET IN ORDER, THAT IS, [...], YOUR BODIES ARE LUMINOUS. AS LONG AS YOUR HEARTS ARE DARK, THE LUMINOSITY YOU ANTICIPATE [...] I HAVE [...] I WILL GO [...] MY WORD [...] I SEND [...]."  HIS DISCIPLES SAID, "LORD, WHO IS IT WHO SEEKS, AND [...] REVEALS?"  THE LORD SAID TO THEM, "HE WHO SEEKS [...] REVEALS [...]."  MATTHEW SAID, "LORD, WHEN I [...] AND WHEN I SPEAK, WHO IS IT WHO [...] AND WHO LISTENS?"  THE LORD SAID, "IT IS THE ONE WHO SPEAKS WHO ALSO LISTENS, AND IT IS THE ONE WHO CAN SEE WHO ALSO REVEALS." MARY SAID, "LORD, BEHOLD! WHENCE DO I BEAR THE BODY WHILE I WEEP, AND WHENCE WHILE I [LAUGH]?"  THE LORD SAID, "[...] WEEPS ON ACCOUNT OF ITS WORKS [...] REMAIN AND THE MIND LAUGHS [...][...] SPIRIT. IF ONE DOES NOT [...] DARKNESS, HE WILL BE ABLE TO SEE [...]. SO, I TELL YOU [...] LIGHT IS THE DARKNESS [...] STAND IN [...] NOT SEE THE LIGHT [...] THE LIE [...] THEY BROUGHT THEM FROM [...]. YOU WILL GIVE [...] AND [...] EXIST FOREVER. [...][...] EVER. THEN ALL THE POWERS WHICH ARE ABOVE, AS WELL AS THOSE BELOW, WILL [...] YOU. IN THAT PLACE THERE WILL BE WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH OVER THE END OF ALL THESE THINGS." JUDAS SAID, "TELL US, LORD, WHAT WAS [...] BEFORE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH EXISTED."  THE LORD SAID, "THERE WAS DARKNESS AND WATER, AND SPIRIT UPON WATER. AND I SAY TO YOU [...] WHAT YOU SEEK AFTER [...] INQUIRE AFTER [...] WITHIN YOU [...] THE POWER AND THE MYSTERY [...] SPIRIT, FOR FROM [...] WICKEDNESS [...] COME [...] MIND [...] BEHOLD [...][...]."  [...] SAID, "LORD, TELL US WHERE THE [...] IS ESTABLISHED, AND WHERE THE TRUE MIND EXISTS."  THE LORD SAID, "THE FIRE OF THE SPIRIT CAME INTO EXISTENCE [...] BOTH. ON THIS ACCOUNT, THE [...] CAME INTO EXISTENCE, AND THE TRUE MIND CAME INTO EXISTENCE WITHIN THEM [...]. IF SOMEONE SETS HIS SOUL UP HIGH, THEN HE WILL BE EXALTED."  AND MATTHEW ASKED HIM, "[...] TOOK [...], IT IS HE WHO [...]."  THE LORD SAID, "[...] STRONGER THAN [...] YOU [...] TO FOLLOW YOU AND ALL THE WORKS [...] YOUR HEARTS. FOR JUST AS YOUR HEARTS [...], SO [...] THE MEANS TO OVERCOME THE POWERS ABOVE, AS WELL AS THOSE BELOW [...]. I SAY TO YOU, LET HIM WHO POSSESSES POWER RENOUNCE IT AND REPENT. AND LET HIM WHO [...] SEEK AND FIND AND REJOICE." JUDAS SAID, "BEHOLD! I SEE THAT ALL THINGS EXIST [...] LIKE SIGNS UPON [...]. ON THIS ACCOUNT DID THEY HAPPEN THUS."  THE LORD SAID, "WHEN THE FATHER ESTABLISHED THE COSMOS, HE [...] WATER FROM IT, AND HIS WORD CAME FORTH FROM IT, AND IT INHABITED MANY [...]. IT WAS HIGHER THAN THE PATH [...] SURROUNDS THE ENTIRE EARTH [...] THE COLLECTED WATER [...] EXISTING OUTSIDE THEM. [...] THE WATER, A GREAT FIRE ENCIRCLING THEM LIKE A WALL. [...] TIME ONCE MANY THINGS HAD BECOME SEPARATED FROM WHAT WAS INSIDE. WHEN THE [...] WAS ESTABLISHED, HE LOOKED [...], AND SAID TO IT, 'GO, AND [...] FROM YOURSELF, IN ORDER THAT [...] BE IN WANT FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION, AND FROM AGE TO AGE.' THEN IT CAST FORTH FROM ITSELF FOUNTAINS OF MILK AND FOUNTAINS OF HONEY, AND OIL AND WINE AND GOOD FRUITS, AND SWEET FLAVOR AND GOOD ROOTS, IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT NOT BE DEFICIENT FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION, AND FROM AGE TO AGE. AND IT IS ABOVE [...] STANDING [...] ITS BEAUTY [...] AND OUTSIDE THERE WAS A GREAT LIGHT, POWERFUL [...] RESEMBLE IT, FOR IT [...] RULES OVER ALL THE AEONS ABOVE AND BELOW. [...] WAS TAKEN FROM THE FIRE [...] IT WAS SCATTERED IN THE [...] ABOVE AND BELOW. ALL THE WORKS WHICH DEPEND ON THEM, IT IS THEY [...] OVER THE HEAVEN ABOVE AND OVER THE EARTH BELOW. ON THEM DEPEND ALL THE WORKS."  AND WHEN JUDAS HEARD THESE THINGS, HE BOWED DOWN, AND HE [...], AND HE OFFERED PRAISE TO THE LORD. MARY HAILED HER BRETHREN, SAYING, "WHERE ARE YOU GOING TO PUT THESE THINGS ABOUT WHICH YOU ASK THE SON [...]?"  THE LORD SAID TO HER, "SISTER, [NO ONE] WILL BE ABLE TO INQUIRE ABOUT THESE THINGS EXCEPT FOR SOMEONE WHO HAS SOMEWHERE TO PUT THEM IN HIS HEART. [...] TO COME FORTH [...] AND ENTER [...], SO THAT THEY MIGHT NOT HOLD BACK [...] THIS IMPOVERISHED COSMOS." MATTHEW SAID, "LORD, I WANT TO SEE THAT PLACE OF LIFE, [THE PLACE] WHERE THERE IS NO WICKEDNESS, BUT RATHER, THERE IS PURE LIGHT!"  THE LORD SAID, "BROTHER MATTHEW, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SEE IT AS LONG AS YOU ARE CARRYING FLESH AROUND."  MATTHEW SAID, "LORD, EVEN IF I WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SEE IT, LET ME KNOW IT!"  THE LORD SAID, "EVERYONE WHO HAS KNOWN HIMSELF HAS SEEN IT IN EVERYTHING GIVEN TO HIM TO DO, [...] AND HAS COME TO [...] IT IN HIS GOODNESS." JUDAS RESPONDED, SAYING, "TELL ME, LORD, HOW IT IS THAT [...] WHICH SHAKES THE EARTH MOVES." THE LORD PICKED UP A STONE AND HELD IT IN HIS HAND, SAYING "WHAT AM I HOLDING IN MY HAND?"  HE SAID, "IT IS A STONE."  HE SAID TO THEM, "THAT WHICH SUPPORTS THE EARTH IS THAT WHICH SUPPORTS THE HEAVEN. WHEN A WORD COMES FORTH FROM THE GREATNESS, IT WILL COME ON WHAT SUPPORTS THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH. FOR THE EARTH DOES NOT MOVE. WERE, IT TO MOVE, IT WOULD FALL, BUT IT NEITHER MOVES NOR FALLS, IN ORDER THAT THE FIRST WORD MIGHT NOT FAIL, FOR IT WAS THAT WHICH ESTABLISHED THE COSMOS AND INHABITED IT, AND INHALED FRAGRANCE FROM IT? FOR [...] WHICH DO NOT MOVE, I [...] YOU, ALL THE SONS OF MEN. FOR YOU ARE FROM THAT PLACE. IN THE HEARTS OF THOSE WHO SPEAK OUT OF JOY AND TRUTH, YOU EXIST. EVEN IF IT COMES FORTH IN THE BODY OF THE FATHER AMONG MEN, AND IS NOT RECEIVED, STILL IT [...] RETURN TO ITS PLACE. WHOEVER DOES NOT KNOW THE WORK OF PERFECTION, KNOWS NOTHING. IF ONE DOES NOT STAND IN THE DARKNESS, HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SEE THE LIGHT. IF ONE DOES NOT UNDERSTAND HOW FIRE CAME INTO EXISTENCE, HE WILL BURN IN IT, BECAUSE HE DOES NOT KNOW THE ROOT OF IT. IF ONE DOES NOT FIRST UNDERSTAND WATER, HE KNOWS NOTHING. FOR WHAT USE IS THERE FOR HIM TO BE BAPTIZED IN IT? IF ONE DOES NOT UNDERSTAND HOW BLOWING WIND CAME INTO EXISTENCE, HE WILL BLOW AWAY WITH IT. IF ONE DOES NOT UNDERSTAND HOW BODY, WHICH HE BEARS, CAME INTO EXISTENCE, HE WILL PERISH WITH IT. AND HOW WILL SOMEONE WHO DOES NOT KNOW THE SON KNOW THE FATHER? AND TO SOMEONE WHO WILL NOT KNOW THE ROOT OF ALL THINGS, THEY REMAIN HIDDEN. SOMEONE WHO WILL NOT KNOW THE ROOT OF WICKEDNESS IS NO STRANGER TO IT. WHOEVER WILL NOT UNDERSTAND HOW HE CAME WILL NOT UNDERSTAND HOW HE WILL GO, AND HE IS NO STRANGER TO THIS COSMOS WHICH WILL [...], WHICH WILL BE HUMILIATED." THEN HE [...] JUDAS AND MATTHEW AND MARY [...] THE EDGE OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. AND WHEN HE PLACED HIS HAND UPON THEM, THEY HOPED THAT THEY MIGHT [...] IT. JUDAS RAISED HIS EYES AND SAW AN EXCEEDINGLY HIGH PLACE, AND HE SAW THE PLACE OF THE ABYSS BELOW. JUDAS SAID TO MATTHEW, "BROTHER, WHO WILL BE ABLE TO CLIMB UP TO SUCH A HEIGHT OR DOWN TO THE BOTTOM OF THE ABYSS? FOR THERE IS A TREMENDOUS FIRE THERE, AND SOMETHING VERY FEARFUL!" AT THAT MOMENT, A WORD CAME FORTH FROM IT. AS IT STOOD THERE, HE SAW HOW IT HAD COME DOWN. THEN HE SAID TO IT, "WHY HAVE YOU COME DOWN?"  AND THE SON OF MAN GREETED THEM AND SAID TO THEM, "A SEED FROM A POWER WAS DEFICIENT, AND IT WENT DOWN TO THE ABYSS OF THE EARTH. AND THE GREATNESS REMEMBERED IT, AND HE SENT THE WORD TO IT. IT BROUGHT IT UP INTO HIS PRESENCE, SO THAT THE FIRST WORD MIGHT NOT FAIL."  THEN HIS DISCIPLES WERE AMAZED AT ALL THE THINGS HE HAD SAID TO THEM, AND THEY ACCEPTED THEM ON FAITH. AND THEY CONCLUDED THAT IT IS USELESS TO REGARD WICKEDNESS. (38) THEN HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, "HAVE I NOT TOLD YOU THAT LIKE A VISIBLE VOICE AND FLASH OF LIGHTNING WILL THE GOOD BE TAKEN UP TO THE LIGHT?"  THEN ALL HIS DISCIPLES OFFERED HIM PRAISE AND SAID, "LORD, BEFORE YOU APPEARED HERE, WHO WAS IT WHO OFFERED YOU PRAISE? FOR ALL PRAISES EXIST ON YOUR ACCOUNT. OR WHO IS IT WHO WILL BLESS YOU? FOR ALL BLESSING DERIVES FROM YOU." (40) AS THEY STOOD THERE, HE SAW TWO SPIRITS BRINGING A SINGLE SOUL WITH THEM IN A GREAT FLASH OF LIGHTNING. AND A WORD CAME FORTH FROM THE SON OF MAN, SAYING, "GIVE THEM THEIR GARMENT!" AND THE SMALL ONE BECAME LIKE THE BIG ONE. THEY WERE [...] THOSE WHO RECEIVED THEM [...] EACH OTHER. THEN [...] DISCIPLES, WHOM HE HAD [...].  MARY SAID, "[...] SEE EVIL [...] THEM FROM THE FIRST [...] EACH OTHER.  THE LORD SAID, "[...] WHEN YOU SEE THEM [...] BECOME HUGE, THEY WILL [...]. BUT WHEN YOU SEE THE ETERNAL EXISTENT, THAT IS THE GREAT VISION."  THEY ALL SAID TO HIM, "TELL US ABOUT IT!"  HE SAID TO THEM, "HOW DO YOU WISH TO SEE IT? BY MEANS OF A TRANSIENT VISION OR AN ETERNAL VISION?" HE WENT ON AND SAID, "STRIVE TO SAVE THAT WHICH CAN FOLLOW YOU, AND TO SEEK IT OUT, AND TO SPEAK FROM WITHIN IT, SO THAT, AS YOU SEEK IT OUT, EVERYTHING MIGHT BE IN HARMONY WITH YOU. FOR I SAY TO YOU, TRULY, THE LIVING GOD [...] IN YOU [...] IN HIM." JUDAS SAID, "TRULY, I WANT [...]."  THE LORD SAID TO HIM, "[...] LIVING [...] DWELLS [...] ENTIRE [...] THE DEFICIENCY [...]." JUDAS SAID, "WHO [...]?"  THE LORD SAID TO HIM, "[...] ALL THE WORKS WHICH [...] THE REMAINDER, IT IS THEY WHICH YOU [...]. JUDAS SAID, "BEHOLD! THE GOVERNORS, DWELL ABOVE US, SO IT IS THEY WHO WILL RULE OVER US!"  THE LORD SAID, "IT IS YOU WHO WILL RULE OVER THEM! BUT WHEN YOU RID YOURSELVES OF JEALOUSY, THEN YOU WILL CLOTHE YOURSELVES IN LIGHT AND ENTER THE BRIDAL CHAMBER." JUDAS SAID, "HOW WILL OUR GARMENTS BE BROUGHT TO US?"  THE LORD SAID, "THERE ARE SOME WHO WILL PROVIDE FOR YOU, AND THERE ARE OTHERS WHO WILL RECEIVE [...]. FOR IT IS THEY WHO WILL GIVE YOU YOUR GARMENTS. FOR WHO WILL BE ABLE TO REACH THAT PLACE WHICH IS THE REWARD? BUT THE GARMENTS OF LIFE WERE GIVEN TO MAN BECAUSE HE KNOWS THE PATH BY WHICH HE WILL LEAVE. AND IT IS DIFFICULT EVEN FOR ME TO REACH IT!" MARY SAID, "THUS WITH RESPECT TO 'THE WICKEDNESS OF EACH DAY,' AND 'THE LABORER IS WORTHY OF HIS FOOD,' AND 'THE DISCIPLE RESEMBLES HIS TEACHER.'" SHE UTTERED THIS AS A WOMAN WHO HAD UNDERSTOOD COMPLETELY. THE DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, "WHAT IS THE FULLNESS, AND WHAT IS THE DEFICIENCY?" HE SAID TO THEM, "YOU ARE FROM THE FULLNESS, AND YOU DWELL IN THE PLACE WHERE THE DEFICIENCY IS. AND LO! HIS LIGHT HAS POURED DOWN UPON ME!" MATTHEW SAID, "TELL ME, LORD, HOW THE DEAD DIE, AND HOW THE LIVING LIVE." THE LORD SAID, "YOU HAVE ASKED ME ABOUT A SAYING [...] WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN, NOR HAVE I HEARD IT, EXCEPT FROM YOU. BUT I SAY TO YOU THAT WHEN WHAT INVIGORATES A MAN IS REMOVED, HE WILL BE CALLED 'DEAD'. AND WHEN WHAT IS ALIVE LEAVES WHAT IS DEAD, WHAT IS ALIVE WILL BE CALLED UPON." JUDAS SAID, "WHY ELSE, FOR THE SAKE OF TRUTH, DO THEY <DIE> AND LIVE?" THE LORD SAID, "WHATEVER IS BORN OF TRUTH DOES NOT DIE. WHATEVER IS BORN OF WOMAN DIES." MARY SAID, "TELL ME, LORD, WHY I HAVE COME TO THIS PLACE TO PROFIT OR TO FORFEIT." THE LORD SAID, "YOU MAKE CLEAR THE ABUNDANCE OF THE REVEALER!"  MARY SAID TO HIM, "LORD, IS THERE THEN A PLACE WHICH IS [...] OR LACKING TRUTH?"  THE LORD SAID, "THE PLACE WHERE I AM NOT!"  MARY SAID, "LORD, YOU ARE FEARFUL AND WONDERFUL, AND [...] THOSE WHO DO NOT KNOW YOU." MATTHEW SAID, "WHY DO WE NOT REST AT ONCE?" THE LORD SAID, "WHEN YOU LAY DOWN THESE BURDENS!"  MATTHEW SAID, "HOW DOES THE SMALL JOIN ITSELF TO THE BIG?" THE LORD SAID, "WHEN YOU ABANDON THE WORKS WHICH WILL NOT BE ABLE TO FOLLOW YOU, THEN YOU WILL REST." MARY SAID, "I WANT TO UNDERSTAND ALL THINGS, JUST AS THEY ARE!" THE LORD SAID, "HE WHO WILL SEEK OUT LIFE! FOR THIS IS THEIR WEALTH. FOR THE [...] OF THIS COSMOS IS [...], AND ITS GOLD AND ITS SILVER ARE MISLEADING." HIS DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, "WHAT SHOULD WE DO TO ENSURE THAT OUR WORK WILL BE PERFECT?" THE LORD SAID TO THEM, "BE PREPARED IN FACE OF EVERYTHING. BLESSED IS THE MAN WHO HAS FOUND [...] THE CONTEST [...] HIS EYES. NEITHER DID HE KILL, NOR WAS HE KILLED, BUT HE CAME FORTH VICTORIOUS." JUDAS SAID, "TELL ME, LORD, WHAT THE BEGINNING OF THE PATH IS." HE SAID, "LOVE AND GOODNESS. FOR IF ONE OF THESE EXISTED AMONG THE GOVERNORS, WICKEDNESS WOULD NEVER HAVE COME INTO EXISTENCE." MATTHEW SAID, "LORD, YOU HAVE SPOKEN ABOUT THE END OF EVERYTHING WITHOUT CONCERN." THE LORD SAID, "YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD ALL THE THINGS I HAVE SAID TO YOU, AND YOU HAVE ACCEPTED THEM ON FAITH. IF YOU HAVE KNOWN THEM, THEN THEY ARE YOURS. IF NOT, THEN THEY ARE NOT YOURS." THEY SAID TO HIM, "WHAT IS THE PLACE TO WHICH WE ARE GOING?" THE LORD SAID, "STAND IN THE PLACE YOU CAN REACH!" MARY SAID, "EVERYTHING ESTABLISHED THUS IS SEEN." THE LORD SAID, "I HAVE TOLD YOU THAT IT IS THE ONE WHO CAN SEE WHO REVEALS." HIS DISCIPLES, NUMBERING TWELVE, ASKED HIM, "TEACHER, [...] SERENITY [...] TEACH US [...]."  THE LORD SAID, "[...] EVERYTHING WHICH I HAVE [...] YOU WILL [...] YOU [...] EVERYTHING." MARY SAID, "THERE IS BUT ONE SAYING I WILL SPEAK TO THE LORD CONCERNING THE MYSTERY OF TRUTH: IN THIS HAVE WE TAKEN OUR STAND, AND TO THE COSMIC ARE WE TRANSPARENT." JUDAS SAID TO MATTHEW, "WE WANT TO UNDERSTAND THE SORT OF GARMENTS WE ARE TO BE CLOTHED WITH WHEN WE DEPART THE DECAY OF THE FLESH." THE LORD SAID, "THE GOVERNORS AND THE ADMINISTRATORS POSSESS GARMENTS GRANTED ONLY FOR A TIME, WHICH DO NOT LAST. BUT YOU, AS CHILDREN OF TRUTH, NOT WITH THESE TRANSITORY GARMENTS ARE YOU TO CLOTHE OURSELVES. RATHER, I SAY TO YOU THAT YOU WILL BECOME BLESSED WHEN YOU STRIP YOURSELVES! FOR IT IS NO GREAT THING [...] OUTSIDE." [...] SAID [...] SPEAK, I [...]." THE LORD SAID, "[...] YOUR FATHER [...]." MARY SAID, "OF WHAT SORT IS THAT MUSTARD SEED? IS IT SOMETHING FROM HEAVEN OR IS IT SOMETHING FROM EARTH?" THE LORD SAID, "WHEN THE FATHER ESTABLISHED THE COSMOS FOR HIMSELF, HE LEFT MUCH OVER FROM THE MOTHER OF THE ALL. THEREFORE, HE SPEAKS AND HE ACTS." JUDAS SAID, "YOU HAVE TOLD US THIS OUT OF THE MIND OF TRUTH. WHEN WE PRAY, HOW SHOULD WE PRAY?" THE LORD SAID, "PRAY IN THE PLACE WHERE THERE IS NO WOMAN." MATTHEW SAID, "'PRAY IN THE PLACE WHERE THERE IS NO WOMAN,' HE TELLS US, MEANING 'DESTROY THE WORKS OF WOMANHOOD,' NOT BECAUSE THERE IS ANY OTHER MANNER OF BIRTH, BUT BECAUSE THEY WILL CEASE GIVING BIRTH." MARY SAID, "THEY WILL NEVER BE OBLITERATED." THE LORD SAID, "WHO KNOWS THAT THEY WILL NOT DISSOLVE AND ... [2 LINES MISSING]?" JUDAS SAID TO MATTHEW, "THE WORKS OF WOMANHOOD WILL DISSOLVE [...] THE GOVERNORS WILL [...]. THUS, WILL WE BECOME PREPARED FOR THEM."  THE LORD SAID, "RIGHT. FOR DO THEY SEE YOU? DO THEY SEE THOSE WHO RECEIVE YOU? NOW BEHOLD! A TRUE WORD IS COMING FORTH FROM THE FATHER TO THE ABYSS, IN SILENCE WITH A FLASH OF LIGHTNING, GIVING BIRTH. DO THEY SEE IT OR OVERPOWER IT? BUT YOU ARE EVEN MORE AWARE OF THE PATH, THIS ONE, BEFORE EITHER ANGEL OR AUTHORITY HAS [...] RATHER, IT BELONGS TO THE FATHER AND THE SON, BECAUSE THEY ARE BOTH A SINGLE [...]. AND YOU WILL GO VIA THE PATH WHICH YOU HAVE KNOWN. EVEN IF THE GOVERNORS BECOME HUGE, THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO REACH IT. BUT LISTEN - I TELL YOU THAT IT IS DIFFICULT EVEN FOR ME TO REACH IT!"  MARY SAID TO THE LORD, "WHEN THE WORKS [...] WHICH DISSOLVE A WORK."  THE LORD SAID, "RIGHT. FOR YOU KNOW [...] IF I DISSOLVE [...] WILL GO TO HIS PLACE." JUDAS SAID, "HOW IS THE SPIRIT APPARENT?"  THE LORD SAID, "HOW IS THE SWORD APPARENT?"  JUDAS SAID, "HOW IS THE LIGHT APPARENT?"  THE LORD SAID, "[...] IN IT FOREVER." JUDAS SAID, "WHO FORGIVES THE WORKS OF WHOM? THE WORKS WHICH [...] THE COSMOS [...] WHO FORGIVES THE WORKS." THE LORD SAID, "WHO [...]? IT BEHOOVES WHOEVER HAS UNDERSTOOD THE WORKS TO DO THE WILL OF THE FATHER. AND AS FOR YOU, STRIVE TO RID YOURSELVES OF ANGER AND JEALOUSY, AND TO STRIP YOURSELVES OF YOUR [...], AND NOT TO...  (NEXT 18 LINES VIRTUALLY INDECIPHERABLE) ...HE WILL LIVE FOREVER. AND I SAY TO YOU [...], SO THAT YOU WILL NOT LEAD YOUR SPIRITS AND YOUR SOULS INTO ERROR."  
THE DISCOURSE ON THE EIGHTH AND NINTH
"MY FATHER, YESTERDAY YOU PROMISED ME THAT YOU WOULD BRING MY MIND INTO THE EIGHTH AND AFTERWARDS YOU WOULD BRING ME INTO THE NINTH. YOU SAID THAT THIS IS THE ORDER OF THE TRADITION."  "MY SON, INDEED THIS IS THE ORDER. BUT THE PROMISE WAS ACCORDING TO HUMAN NATURE. FOR I TOLD YOU WHEN I INITIATED THE PROMISE, I SAID, 'IF YOU HOLD IN MIND EACH ONE OF THE STEPS.' AFTER I HAD RECEIVED THE SPIRIT THROUGH THE POWER, I SET FORTH THE ACTION FOR YOU. INDEED, THE UNDERSTANDING DWELLS IN YOU; IN ME (IT IS) AS THOUGH THE POWER WERE PREGNANT. FOR WHEN I CONCEIVED FROM THE FOUNTAIN THAT FLOWED TO ME, I GAVE BIRTH." "MY FATHER, YOU HAVE SPOKEN EVERY WORD WELL TO ME. BUT I AM AMAZED AT THIS STATEMENT THAT YOU HAVE JUST MADE. FOR YOU SAID, 'THE POWER THAT IS IN ME'."  HE SAID, "I GAVE BIRTH TO IT (THE POWER), AS CHILDREN ARE BORN." "THEN, MY FATHER, I HAVE MANY BROTHERS, IF I AM TO BE NUMBERED AMONG THE OFFSPRING."  "RIGHT, MY SON! THIS GOOD THING IS NUMBERED BY... (3 LINES MISSING) ...AND [...] AT ALL TIMES. THEREFORE, MY SON, IT IS NECESSARY FOR YOU TO RECOGNIZE YOUR BROTHERS AND TO HONOR THEM RIGHTLY AND PROPERLY, BECAUSE THEY COME FROM THE SAME FATHER. FOR EACH GENERATION I HAVE CALLED. I HAVE NAMED IT, BECAUSE THEY WERE OFFSPRING LIKE THESE SONS." "THEN, MY FATHER, DO THEY HAVE (A) DAY?" "MY SON, THEY ARE SPIRITUAL ONES. FOR THEY EXIST AS FORCES THAT GROW OTHER SOULS. THEREFORE, I SAY THAT THEY ARE IMMORTAL." "YOUR WORD IS TRUE; IT HAS NO REFUTATION FROM NOW ON. MY FATHER, BEGIN THE DISCOURSE ON THE EIGHTH AND THE NINTH, AND INCLUDE ME ALSO WITH MY BROTHERS."  "LET US PRAY, MY SON, TO THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE, WITH YOUR BROTHERS WHO ARE MY SONS, THAT HE MAY GIVE THE SPIRIT OF ELOQUENCE." "HOW DO THEY PRAY, MY FATHER, WHEN JOINED WITH THE GENERATIONS? I WANT TO OBEY, MY FATHER."  (2 LINES MISSING) ... BUT IT IS NOT [...]. NOR IS IT A [...]. BUT HE IS SATISFIED WITH HER [...] HIM [...]. AND IT IS RIGHT FOR YOU TO REMEMBER THE PROGRESS THAT CAME TO YOU AS WISDOM IN THE BOOKS, MY SON. COMPARE YOURSELF TO THE EARLY YEARS OF LIFE. AS CHILDREN (DO), YOU HAVE POSED SENSELESS, UNINTELLIGENT QUESTIONS." "MY FATHER, THE PROGRESS THAT HAS COME TO ME NOW, AND THE FOREKNOWLEDGE, ACCORDING TO THE BOOKS, THAT HAS COME TO ME, EXCEEDING THE DEFICIENCY - THESE THINGS ARE FOREMOST IN ME."  "MY SON, WHEN YOU UNDERSTAND THE TRUTH OF YOUR STATEMENT, YOU WILL FIND YOUR BROTHERS, WHO ARE MY SONS, PRAYING WITH YOU." "MY FATHER, I UNDERSTAND NOTHING ELSE EXCEPT THE BEAUTY THAT CAME TO ME IN THE BOOKS." "THIS IS WHAT YOU CALL THE BEAUTY OF THE SOUL, THE EDIFICATION THAT CAME TO YOU IN STAGES. MAY THE UNDERSTANDING COME TO YOU, AND YOU WILL TEACH." "I HAVE UNDERSTOOD, MY FATHER, EACH ONE OF THE BOOKS. AND ESPECIALLY THE... (2 LINES MISSING) ... WHICH IS IN [...]." "MY SON, [...] IN PRAISES FROM THOSE WHO EXTOLLED THEM." "MY FATHER, FROM YOU I WILL RECEIVE THE POWER OF THE DISCOURSE THAT YOU WILL GIVE. AS IT WAS TOLD TO BOTH (OF US), LET US PRAY, MY FATHER."  "MY SON, WHAT IS FITTING IS TO PRAY TO GOD WITH ALL OUR MIND AND ALL OUR HEART AND OUR SOUL, AND TO ASK HIM THAT THE GIFT OF THE EIGHTH EXTEND TO US, AND THAT EACH ONE, RECEIVE FROM HIM WHAT IS HIS. YOUR PART, THEN, IS TO UNDERSTAND; MY OWN IS TO BE ABLE TO DELIVER THE DISCOURSE FROM THE FOUNTAIN THAT FLOWS TO ME." "LET US PRAY, MY FATHER: I CALL UPON YOU, WHO RULES OVER THE KINGDOM OF POWER, WHOSE WORD COMES AS (A) BIRTH OF LIGHT. AND HIS WORDS ARE IMMORTAL. THEY ARE ETERNAL AND UNCHANGING. HE IS THE ONE WHOSE WILL, BEGETS LIFE FOR THE FORMS IN EVERY PLACE. HIS NATURE GIVES FORM TO SUBSTANCE. BY HIM, THE SOULS OF THE EIGHTH AND THE ANGELS ARE MOVED ... (2 LINES MISSING) ... THOSE THAT EXIST. HIS PROVIDENCE EXTENDS TO EVERYONE [...] BEGETS EVERYONE. HE IS THE ONE WHO [...] THE AEON AMONG SPIRITS. HE CREATED EVERYTHING. HE WHO IS SELF-CONTAINED CARES FOR EVERYTHING. HE IS PERFECT, THE INVISIBLE GOD TO WHOM ONE SPEAKS IN SILENCE - HIS IMAGE IS MOVED WHEN IT IS DIRECTED, AND IT GOVERNS - THE ONE MIGHTY POWER, WHO IS EXALTED ABOVE MAJESTY, WHO IS BETTER THAN THE HONORED (ONES), ZOXATHAZO A OO EE OOO EEE OOOO EE OOOOOO OOOOO OOOOOO UUUUUU OOOOOOOOOOOO OOO ZOZAZOTH. "LORD, GRANT US A WISDOM FROM YOUR POWER THAT REACHES US, SO THAT WE MAY DESCRIBE TO OURSELVES THE VISION OF THE EIGHTH AND THE NINTH. WE HAVE ALREADY ADVANCED TO THE SEVENTH, SINCE WE ARE PIOUS AND WALK IN YOUR LAW. AND YOUR WILL WE FULFILL ALWAYS. FOR WE HAVE WALKED IN YOUR WAY, AND WE HAVE RENOUNCED [...], SO THAT YOUR VISION MAY COME. LORD, GRANT US THE TRUTH IN THE IMAGE. ALLOW US THROUGH THE SPIRIT TO SEE THE FORM OF THE IMAGE THAT HAS NO DEFICIENCY, AND RECEIVE THE REFLECTION OF THE PLEROMA FROM US THROUGH OUR PRAISE. "AND ACKNOWLEDGE THE SPIRIT THAT IS IN US. FOR FROM YOU THE UNIVERSE RECEIVED SOUL. FOR FROM YOU, THE UNBEGOTTEN ONE, THE BEGOTTEN ONE CAME INTO BEING. THE BIRTH OF THE SELFBEGOTTEN ONE IS THROUGH YOU, THE BIRTH OF ALL BEGOTTEN THINGS THAT EXIST. RECEIVE FROM US THESE SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES, WHICH WE SEND TO YOU WITH ALL OUR HEART AND OUR SOUL AND ALL OUR STRENGTH. SAVE THAT WHICH IS IN US AND GRANT US THE IMMORTAL WISDOM." "LET US EMBRACE EACH OTHER AFFECTIONATELY, MY SON. REJOICE OVER THIS! FOR ALREADY FROM THEM THE POWER, WHICH IS LIGHT, IS COMING TO US. FOR I SEE! I SEE INDESCRIBABLE DEPTHS. HOW SHALL I TELL YOU, MY SON? [...] FROM THE [...] THE PLACES. HOW SHALL I DESCRIBE THE UNIVERSE? I AM MIND, AND I SEE ANOTHER MIND, THE ONE THAT MOVES THE SOUL! I SEE THE ONE THAT MOVES ME FROM PURE FORGETFULNESS. YOU GIVE ME POWER! I SEE MYSELF! I WANT TO SPEAK! FEAR RESTRAINS ME. I HAVE FOUND THE BEGINNING OF THE POWER THAT IS ABOVE ALL POWERS, THE ONE THAT HAS NO BEGINNING. I SEE A FOUNTAIN BUBBLING WITH LIFE. I HAVE SAID, MY SON, THAT I AM MIND. I HAVE SEEN! LANGUAGE IS NOT ABLE TO REVEAL THIS. FOR THE ENTIRE EIGHTH, MY SON, AND THE SOULS THAT ARE IN IT, AND THE ANGELS, SING A HYMN IN SILENCE. AND I, MIND, UNDERSTAND." "WHAT IS THE WAY TO SING A HYMN THROUGH IT (SILENCE)?"  "HAVE YOU BECOME SUCH THAT YOU CANNOT BE SPOKEN TO?" "I AM SILENT, MY FATHER. I WANT TO SING A HYMN TO YOU WHILE I AM SILENT." "THEN SING IT, FOR I AM MIND." "I UNDERSTAND MIND, HERMES, WHO CANNOT BE INTERPRETED, BECAUSE HE KEEPS WITHIN HIMSELF. AND I REJOICE, MY FATHER, BECAUSE I SEE YOU SMILING. AND THE UNIVERSE REJOICES. THEREFORE, THERE IS NO CREATURE THAT WILL LACK YOUR LIFE. FOR YOU ARE THE LORD OF THE CITIZENS IN EVERY PLACE. YOUR PROVIDENCE PROTECTS. I CALL YOU 'FATHER', 'AEON OF THE AEONS', 'GREAT DIVINE SPIRIT'. AND BY A SPIRIT HE GIVES RAIN UPON EVERYONE. WHAT DO YOU SAY TO ME, MY FATHER, HERMES?"  "CONCERNING THESE THINGS, I DO NOT SAY ANYTHING, MY SON. FOR IT IS RIGHT BEFORE GOD THAT WE KEEP SILENT ABOUT WHAT IS HIDDEN."  "TRISMEGISTUS, LET NOT MY SOUL BE DEPRIVED OF THE GREAT DIVINE VISION. FOR EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE FOR YOU AS MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE." "RETURN TO <PRAISING>, MY SON, AND SING WHILE YOU ARE SILENT. ASK WHAT YOU WANT IN SILENCE." WHAT HE HAD FINISHED PRAISING, HE SHOUTED, "FATHER TRISMEGISTUS! WHAT SHALL I SAY? WE HAVE RECEIVED THIS LIGHT. AND I MYSELF SEE THIS SAME VISION IN YOU. AND I SEE THE EIGHTH, AND THE SOULS THAT ARE IN IT, AND THE ANGELS SINGING A HYMN TO THE NINTH AND ITS POWERS. AND I SEE HIM WHO HAS THE POWER OF THEM ALL, CREATING THOSE <THAT ARE> IN THE SPIRIT." "IT IS ADVANTAGEOUS FROM NOW ON, THAT WE KEEP SILENCE IN A REVERENT POSTURE. DO NOT SPEAK ABOUT THE VISION FROM NOW ON. IT IS PROPER TO SING A HYMN TO THE FATHER UNTIL THE DAY TO QUIT (THE) BODY." "WHAT YOU SING, MY FATHER, I TOO WANT TO SING." "I AM SINGING A HYMN WITHIN MYSELF. WHILE YOU REST YOURSELF, BE ACTIVE IN PRAISE. FOR YOU HAVE FOUND WHAT YOU SEEK." "BUT IS IT PROPER, MY FATHER, THAT I PRAISE BECAUSE I AM FILLED IN MY HEART?" "WHAT IS PROPER IS YOUR PRAISE THAT YOU WILL SING TO GOD, SO THAT IT MIGHT BE WRITTEN IN THIS IMPERISHABLE BOOK." "I WILL OFFER UP THE PRAISE IN MY HEART, AS I PRAY TO THE END OF THE UNIVERSE AND THE BEGINNING OF THE BEGINNING, TO THE OBJECT OF MAN'S QUEST, THE IMMORTAL DISCOVERY, THE BEGETTER OF LIGHT AND TRUTH, THE SOWER OF REASON, THE LOVE OF IMMORTAL LIFE. NO HIDDEN WORD WILL BE ABLE TO SPEAK ABOUT YOU, LORD. THEREFORE, MY MIND WANTS TO SING A HYMN TO YOU DAILY. I AM THE INSTRUMENT OF YOUR SPIRIT; MIND IS YOUR PLECTRUM. AND YOUR COUNSEL PLUCKS ME. I SEE MYSELF! I HAVE RECEIVED POWER FROM YOU. FOR YOUR LOVE HAS REACHED US." "RIGHT, MY SON." "GRACE! AFTER THESE THINGS, I GIVE THANKS BY SINGING A HYMN TO YOU. FOR I HAVE RECEIVED LIFE FROM YOU, WHEN YOU MADE ME WISE. I PRAISE YOU. I CALL YOUR NAME THAT IS HIDDEN WITHIN ME: A O EE O EEE OOO III OOOO OOOOO OOOOO UUUUUU OO OOOOOOOOO OOOOOOOOO OO. YOU ARE THE ONE WHO EXISTS WITH THE SPIRIT. I SING A HYMN TO YOU REVERENTLY." "MY SON, WRITE THIS BOOK FOR THE TEMPLE AT DIOSPOLIS IN HIEROGLYPHIC CHARACTERS, ENTITLING IT 'THE EIGHTH REVEALS THE NINTH.'" "I WILL DO IT, MY <FATHER>, AS YOU COMMAND NOW." "MY <SON>, WRITE THE LANGUAGE OF THE BOOK ON STELES OF TURQUOISE. MY SON, IT IS PROPER TO WRITE THIS BOOK ON STELES OF TURQUOISE, IN HIEROGLYPHIC CHARACTERS. FOR MIND HIMSELF HAS BECOME OVERSEER OF THESE. THEREFORE, I COMMAND THAT THIS TEACHING BE CARVED ON STONE, AND THAT YOU PLACE IT IN MY SANCTUARY. EIGHT GUARDIANS GUARD IT WITH [...] OF THE SUN. THE MALES ON THE RIGHT ARE FROG-FACED, AND THE FEMALES ON THE LEFT ARE CAT-FACED. AND PUT A SQUARE MILK-STONE AT THE BASE OF THE TURQUOISE TABLETS, AND WRITE THE NAME ON THE AZURE STONE TABLET IN HIEROGLYPHIC CHARACTERS. MY SON, YOU WILL DO THIS WHEN I AM IN VIRGO, AND THE SUN IS IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE DAY, AND FIFTEEN DEGREES HAVE PASSED BY ME." "MY FATHER, EVERYTHING THAT YOU SAY I WILL DO EAGERLY." "AND WRITE AN OATH IN THE BOOK, LEST THOSE WHO READ THE BOOK BRING THE LANGUAGE INTO ABUSE, AND NOT (USE IT) TO OPPOSE THE ACTS OF FATE. RATHER, THEY SHOULD SUBMIT TO THE LAW OF GOD, WITHOUT HAVING TRANSGRESSED AT ALL, BUT IN PURITY ASKING GOD FOR WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE. AND HE WHO WILL NOT BE BEGOTTEN AT THE START BY GOD COMES TO BE BY THE GENERAL AND GUIDING DISCOURSES. HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO READ THE THINGS WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK, ALTHOUGH HIS CONSCIENCE IS PURE WITHIN HIM, SINCE HE DOES NOT DO ANYTHING SHAMEFUL, NOR DOES HE CONSENT TO IT. RATHER, BY STAGES HE ADVANCES AND ENTERS INTO THE WAY OF IMMORTALITY. AND THUS, HE ENTERS INTO THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE EIGHTH THAT REVEALS THE NINTH."  "SO, SHALL I DO IT, MY FATHER." "THIS IS THE OATH: I MAKE HIM WHO WILL READ THIS HOLY BOOK SWEAR BY HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND FIRE AND WATER, AND SEVEN RULERS OF SUBSTANCE, AND THE CREATING SPIRIT IN THEM, AND THE <UNBEGOTTEN> GOD, AND THE SELF-BEGOTTEN ONE, AND HIM WHO HAS BEEN BEGOTTEN, THAT HE WILL GUARD THE THINGS THAT HERMES HAS SAID. AND THOSE WHO KEEP THE OATH, GOD WILL BE RECONCILED WITH THEM AND EVERYONE WHOM WE HAVE NAMED. BUT WRATH WILL COME TO EACH ONE OF THOSE WHO VIOLATE THE OATH. THIS IS THE PERFECT ONE WHO IS, MY SON."  
EUGNOSTOS THE BLESSED
EUGNOSTOS, THE BLESSED, TO THOSE WHO ARE HIS. REJOICE IN THIS, THAT YOU KNOW. GREETINGS! I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT ALL MEN BORN FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD UNTIL NOW ARE DUST. WHILE THEY HAVE INQUIRED ABOUT GOD, WHO HE IS AND WHAT HE IS LIKE, THEY HAVE NOT FOUND HIM. THE WISEST AMONG THEM HAVE SPECULATED ABOUT THE TRUTH FROM THE ORDERING OF THE WORLD. AND THE SPECULATION HAS NOT REACHED THE TRUTH. FOR THE ORDERING IS SPOKEN OF IN THREE (DIFFERENT) OPINIONS BY ALL THE PHILOSOPHERS; HENCE THEY DO NOT AGREE. FOR SOME OF THEM SAY ABOUT THE WORLD THAT IT WAS DIRECTED BY ITSELF. OTHERS, THAT IT IS PROVIDENCE (THAT DIRECTS IT). OTHERS, THAT IT IS FATE. BUT IT IS NONE OF THESE. AGAIN, OF THREE VOICES THAT I HAVE JUST MENTIONED, NONE IS TRUE. FOR WHATEVER IS FROM ITSELF IS AN EMPTY LIFE; IT IS SELF-MADE. PROVIDENCE IS FOOLISH. FATE IS AN UNDISCERNING THING. WHOEVER, THEN, IS ABLE TO GET FREE OF THESE THREE VOICES I HAVE JUST MENTIONED AND COME BY MEANS OF ANOTHER VOICE TO CONFESS THE GOD OF TRUTH AND AGREE IN EVERYTHING CONCERNING HIM, HE IS IMMORTAL DWELLING IN THE MIDST OF MORTAL MEN. HE-WHO-IS IS INEFFABLE. NO PRINCIPLE KNEW HIM, NO AUTHORITY, NO SUBJECTION, NOR ANY CREATURE FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, EXCEPT HE ALONE. FOR HE IS IMMORTAL AND ETERNAL, HAVING NO BIRTH; FOR EVERYONE WHO HAS BIRTH WILL PERISH. HE IS UNBEGOTTEN, HAVING NO BEGINNING; FOR EVERYONE WHO HAS A BEGINNING HAS AN END. NO ONE RULES OVER HIM. HE HAS NO NAME; FOR WHOEVER HAS A NAME IS THE CREATION OF ANOTHER. HE IS UNNAMEABLE. HE HAS NO HUMAN FORM; FOR WHOEVER HAS HUMAN FORM IS THE CREATION OF ANOTHER. HE HAS HIS OWN SEMBLANCE - NOT LIKE THE SEMBLANCE WE HAVE RECEIVED AND SEEN, BUT A STRANGE SEMBLANCE THAT SURPASSES ALL THINGS AND IS BETTER THAN THE TOTALITIES. IT LOOKS TO EVERY SIDE AND SEES ITSELF FROM ITSELF. HE IS INFINITE; HE IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE. HE IS EVER IMPERISHABLE (AND) HAS NO LIKENESS (TO ANYTHING). HE IS UNCHANGING GOOD. HE IS FAULTLESS. HE IS EVERLASTING. HE IS BLESSED. HE IS UNKNOWABLE, WHILE HE (NONETHELESS) KNOWS HIMSELF. HE IS IMMEASURABLE. HE IS UNTRACEABLE. HE IS PERFECT, HAVING NO DEFECT. HE IS IMPERISHABLY BLESSED. HE IS CALLED 'FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE'. BEFORE ANYTHING IS VISIBLE AMONG THOSE THAT ARE VISIBLE, THE MAJESTY AND THE AUTHORITIES THAT ARE IN HIM, HE EMBRACES THE TOTALITIES OF THE TOTALITIES, AND NOTHING EMBRACES HIM. FOR HE IS ALL MIND, THOUGHT AND REFLECTING, CONSIDERING, RATIONALITY AND POWER. THEY ALL ARE EQUAL POWERS. THEY ARE THE SOURCES OF THE TOTALITIES. AND THEIR WHOLE RACE <FROM FIRST> TO LAST IS IN THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THE UNBEGOTTEN, FOR THEY HAD NOT YET COME TO VISIBILITY. NOW A DIFFERENCE EXISTED AMONG THE IMPERISHABLE AEONS. LET US, THEN, CONSIDER (IT) THIS WAY: EVERYTHING THAT CAME FROM THE PERISHABLE WILL PERISH, SINCE IT CAME FROM THE PERISHABLE. WHATEVER CAME FROM IMPERISHABLENESS WILL NOT PERISH BUT WILL BECOME IMPERISHABLE, SINCE IT CAME FROM IMPERISHABLENESS. SO, MANY MEN WENT ASTRAY BECAUSE THEY HAD NOT KNOWN THIS DIFFERENCE; THAT IS, THEY DIED. BUT THIS MUCH IS ENOUGH, SINCE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANYONE TO DISPUTE THE NATURE OF THE WORDS I HAVE JUST SPOKEN ABOUT THE BLESSED, IMPERISHABLE, TRUE GOD. NOW, IF ANYONE WANTS TO BELIEVE THE WORDS SET DOWN (HERE), LET HIM GO FROM WHAT IS HIDDEN TO THE END OF WHAT IS VISIBLE, AND THIS THOUGHT WILL INSTRUCT HIM HOW FAITH IN THOSE THINGS THAT ARE NOT VISIBLE WAS FOUND IN WHAT IS VISIBLE. THIS IS A PRINCIPLE OF KNOWLEDGE. THE LORD OF THE UNIVERSE IS NOT RIGHTLY CALLED 'FATHER' BUT 'FOREFATHER'. FOR THE FATHER IS THE BEGINNING (OR PRINCIPLE) OF WHAT IS VISIBLE. FOR HE (THE LORD) IS THE BEGINNINGLESS FOREFATHER. HE SEES HIMSELF WITHIN HIMSELF, LIKE A MIRROR, HAVING APPEARED IN HIS LIKENESS AS SELF-FATHER, THAT IS, SELF-BEGETTER, AND AS CONFRONTER, SINCE HE CONFRONTED UNBEGOTTEN FIRST EXISTENT. HE IS INDEED OF EQUAL AGE WITH THE ONE WHO IS BEFORE HIM, BUT HE IS NOT EQUAL TO HIM IN POWER. AFTERWARD HE REVEALED MANY CONFRONTING, SELF-BEGOTTEN ONES, EQUAL IN AGE (AND) POWER, BEING IN GLORY AND WITHOUT NUMBER, WHO ARE CALLED 'THE GENERATION OVER WHOM THERE IS NO KINGDOM AMONG THE KINGDOMS THAT EXIST'. AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE PLACE OVER WHICH THERE IS NO KINGDOM IS CALLED 'SONS OF UNBEGOTTEN FATHER.' NOW THE UNKNOWABLE IS EVER FULL OF IMPERISHABLENESS AND INEFFABLE JOY. THEY ARE ALL AT REST IN HIM, EVER REJOICING IN INEFFABLE JOY, OVER THE UNCHANGING GLORY AND THE MEASURELESS JUBILATION THAT WAS NEVER HEARD OR KNOWN AMONG ALL THE AEONS AND THEIR WORLDS. BUT THIS MUCH IS ENOUGH, LEST WE GO ON ENDLESSLY. THIS IS ANOTHER PRINCIPLE OF KNOWLEDGE FROM <SELF->BEGOTTEN. THE FIRST WHO APPEARED BEFORE THE UNIVERSE IN INFINITY IS SELF-GROWN, SELF-CONSTRUCTED FATHER, AND IS FULL OF SHINING, INEFFABLE LIGHT. IN THE BEGINNING, HE DECIDED TO HAVE HIS LIKENESS BECOME A GREAT POWER. IMMEDIATELY, THE PRINCIPLE (OR BEGINNING) OF THAT LIGHT APPEARED AS IMMORTAL ANDROGYNOUS MAN. HIS MALE NAME IS 'BEGOTTEN, PERFECT MIND'. AND HIS FEMALE NAME IS 'ALL-WISE BEGETTRESS SOPHIA'. IT IS ALSO SAID THAT SHE RESEMBLES HER BROTHER AND HER CONSORT. SHE IS UNCONTESTED TRUTH; FOR HERE BELOW, ERROR, WHICH EXISTS WITH TRUTH, CONTESTS IT. THROUGH IMMORTAL MAN APPEARED THE FIRST DESIGNATION, NAMELY, DIVINITY AND KINGDOM, FOR THE FATHER, WHO IS CALLED 'SELF-FATHER MAN' REVEALED THIS. HE CREATED A GREAT AEON FOR HIS OWN MAJESTY. HE GAVE HIM GREAT AUTHORITY, AND HE RULED OVER ALL CREATIONS. HE CREATED GODS AND ARCHANGELS AND ANGELS, MYRIADS WITHOUT NUMBER FOR RETINUE. NOW THROUGH THAT MAN ORIGINATED DIVINITY AND KINGDOM. THEREFORE, HE WAS CALLED 'GOD OF GODS', 'KING OF KINGS.' FIRST MAN IS 'FAITH' ('PISTIS') FOR THOSE WHO WILL COME AFTERWARD. HE HAS, WITHIN, A UNIQUE MIND AND THOUGHT - JUST AS HE IS IT (THOUGHT) - REFLECTING AND CONSIDERING, RATIONALITY AND POWER. ALL THE ATTRIBUTES THAT EXIST ARE PERFECT AND IMMORTAL. IN RESPECT TO IMPERISHABLENESS, THEY ARE INDEED EQUAL. (BUT) IN RESPECT TO POWER, THERE IS A DIFFERENCE, LIKE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN FATHER AND SON, AND SON AND THOUGHT, AND THE THOUGHT AND THE REMAINDER. AS I SAID EARLIER, AMONG THE THINGS THAT WERE CREATED THE MONAD IS FIRST, THE DYAD FOLLOWS IT, AND THE TRIAD, UP TO THE TENTHS. NOW THE TENTHS RULE THE HUNDREDTHS; THE HUNDREDTHS RULE THE THOUSANDTHS; THE THOUSANDS RULE THE, TEN THOUSAND’S, THIS IS THE PATTERN <AMONG THE> IMMORTALS. FIRST MAN IS LIKE THIS: HIS MONAD [...]. AGAIN, IT IS THIS PATTERN THAT EXISTS AMONG THE IMMORTALS: THE MONAD AND THE THOUGHT ARE THOSE THINGS THAT BELONG TO IMMORTAL MAN. THE THINKINGS ARE FOR <THE> DECADS, AND THE HUNDREDS ARE THE TEACHINGS, AND THE THOUSANDS ARE THE COUNSELS, AND THE, TEN THOUSAND’S, ARE THE POWERS. NOW THOSE WHO COME FROM THE [...] EXIST WITH THEIR [...] IN EVERY AEON [...]. [...] IN THE BEGINNING, THOUGHT AND THINKINGS APPEARED FROM MIND, THEN TEACHINGS FROM THINKINGS, COUNSELS FROM TEACHINGS, AND POWER FROM COUNSELS. AND AFTER ALL THE ATTRIBUTES, ALL THAT WAS REVEALED APPEARED FROM HIS POWERS. AND FROM WHAT WAS CREATED, WHAT WAS FASHIONED APPEARED. AND WHAT WAS FORMED APPEARED FROM WHAT WAS FASHIONED. WHAT WAS NAMED APPEARED FROM WHAT WAS FORMED, WHILE THE DIFFERENCE AMONG BEGOTTEN THINGS APPEARED FROM WHAT WAS NAMED, FROM BEGINNING TO END, BY POWER OF ALL THE AEONS. NOW IMMORTAL MAN IS FULL OF EVERY IMPERISHABLE GLORY AND INEFFABLE JOY. HIS WHOLE KINGDOM REJOICES IN EVERLASTING REJOICING, THOSE WHO NEVER HAVE BEEN HEARD OF OR KNOWN IN ANY AEON THAT CAME AFTER THEM AND ITS WORLDS. AFTERWARD ANOTHER PRINCIPLE CAME FROM IMMORTAL MAN, WHO IS CALLED 'SELF-PERFECTED BEGETTER.' WHEN HE RECEIVED THE CONSENT OF HIS CONSORT, GREAT SOPHIA, HE REVEALED THAT FIRST-BEGOTTEN ANDROGYNE, WHO IS CALLED, 'FIRST-BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD'. HIS FEMALE ASPECT IS 'FIRST-BEGOTTEN SOPHIA, MOTHER OF THE UNIVERSE,' WHOM SOME CALL 'LOVE'. NOW, FIRSTBEGOTTEN, SINCE HE HAS HIS AUTHORITY FROM HIS FATHER, CREATED ANGELS, MYRIADS WITHOUT NUMBER, FOR RETINUE. THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THOSE ANGELS ARE CALLED 'ASSEMBLY OF THE HOLY ONES, THE SHADOWLESS LIGHTS.' NOW WHEN THESE GREET EACH OTHER, THEIR EMBRACES BECOME LIKE ANGELS LIKE THEMSELVES. FIRST BEGETTER FATHER IS CALLED 'ADAM OF THE LIGHT.' AND THE KINGDOM OF SON OF MAN IS FULL OF INEFFABLE JOY AND UNCHANGING JUBILATION, EVER REJOICING IN INEFFABLE JOY OVER THEIR IMPERISHABLE GLORY, WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN HEARD NOR HAS IT BEEN REVEALED TO ALL THE AEONS THAT CAME TO BE AND THEIR WORLDS. THEN SON OF MAN CONSENTED WITH SOPHIA, HIS CONSORT, AND REVEALED A GREAT ANDROGYNOUS LIGHT. HIS MASCULINE NAME IS DESIGNATED 'SAVIOR, BEGETTER OF ALL THINGS'. HIS FEMININE NAME IS DESIGNATED 'SOPHIA, ALL-BEGETTRESS'. SOME CALL HER 'PISTIS' (FAITH). THEN SAVIOR CONSENTED WITH HIS CONSORT, PISTIS SOPHIA, AND REVEALED SIX ANDROGYNOUS SPIRITUAL BEINGS WHO ARE THE TYPE OF THOSE WHO PRECEDED THEM. THEIR MALE NAMES ARE THESE: FIRST, 'UNBEGOTTEN'; SECOND, 'SELF-BEGOTTEN'; THIRD, 'BEGETTER'; FOURTH, 'FIRST BEGETTER'; FIFTH, 'ALL-BEGETTER'; SIXTH, 'ARCH-BEGETTER'. ALSO, THE NAMES OF THE FEMALES ARE THESE; FIRST, 'ALL-WISE SOPHIA'; SECOND, 'ALL-MOTHER SOPHIA'; THIRD, 'ALL-BEGETTRESS SOPHIA'; FOURTH, 'FIRST BEGETTRESS SOPHIA'; FIFTH, 'LOVE SOPHIA'; SIXTH, 'PISTIS SOPHIA'. FROM THE CONSENTING OF THOSE I HAVE JUST MENTIONED, THOUGHTS APPEARED IN THE AEONS THAT EXIST. FROM THOUGHTS, REFLECTINGS; FROM REFLECTINGS, CONSIDERINGS; FROM CONSIDERINGS, RATIONALITIES, FROM RATIONALITIES, WILLS, FROM WILLS, WORDS. THEN THE TWELVE POWERS, WHOM I HAVE JUST DISCUSSED, CONSENTED WITH EACH OTHER. <SIX> MALES (AND) FEMALES (EACH) WERE REVEALED, SO THAT THERE ARE SEVENTY-TWO POWERS. EACH ONE OF THE SEVENTY-TWO REVEALED FIVE SPIRITUAL (POWERS), WHICH (TOGETHER) ARE THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY POWERS. THE UNION OF THEM ALL IS THE WILL. THEREFORE, OUR AEON CAME TO BE AS THE TYPE OF IMMORTAL MAN. TIME CAME TO BE AS THE TYPE OF FIRST BEGETTER, HIS SON. THE YEAR CAME TO BE AS THE TYPE OF SAVIOR. THE TWELVE MONTHS CAME TO BE AS THE TYPE OF THE TWELVE POWERS. THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY DAYS OF THE YEAR CAME TO BE AS THE THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY POWERS WHO APPEARED FROM SAVIOR. THEIR HOURS AND MOMENTS CAME TO BE AS THE TYPE OF THE ANGELS WHO CAME FROM THEM (THE POWERS), WHO ARE WITHOUT NUMBER. AND WHEN THOSE WHOM I HAVE DISCUSSED APPEARED, ALL-BEGETTER, THEIR FATHER, VERY SOON CREATED TWELVE AEONS FOR RETINUE FOR THE TWELVE ANGELS. AND IN EACH AEON THERE WERE SIX (HEAVENS), SO THERE ARE SEVENTY-TWO HEAVENS OF THE SEVENTY-TWO POWERS WHO APPEARED FROM HIM. AND IN EACH OF THE HEAVENS THERE WERE FIVE FIRMAMENTS, SO THERE ARE (ALTOGETHER) THREE HUNDRED SIXTY FIRMAMENTS OF THE THREE HUNDRED SIXTY POWERS THAT APPEARED FROM THEM. WHEN THE FIRMAMENTS WERE COMPLETE, THEY WERE CALLED 'THE THREE HUNDRED SIXTY HEAVENS', ACCORDING TO THE NAME OF THE HEAVENS THAT WERE BEFORE THEM. AND ALL THESE ARE PERFECT AND GOOD. AND IN THIS WAY THE DEFECT OF FEMALENESS APPEARED. THE FIRST AEON, THEN, IS THAT OF IMMORTAL MAN. THE SECOND AEON IS THAT OF SON OF MAN, WHO IS CALLED 'FIRST BEGETTER' ("WHO IS CALLED 'SAVIOR'" ADDED IN CODEX V). THAT WHICH EMBRACES THESE IS THE AEON OVER WHICH THERE IS NO KINGDOM, (THE AEON) OF THE ETERNAL INFINITE GOD, THE AEON OF THE AEON OF THE IMMORTALS WHO ARE IN IT, (THE AEON) ABOVE THE EIGHTH THAT APPEARED IN CHAOS. NOW IMMORTAL MAN REVEALED AEONS AND POWERS AND KINGDOMS AND GAVE AUTHORITY TO EVERYONE WHO APPEARED FROM HIM, TO MAKE WHATEVER THEY DESIRE UNTIL THE DAYS THAT ARE ABOVE CHAOS. FOR THESE CONSENTED WITH EACH OTHER AND REVEALED EVERY MAGNIFICENCE, EVEN FROM SPIRIT, MULTITUDINOUS LIGHTS THAT ARE GLORIOUS AND WITHOUT NUMBER. THESE RECEIVED NAMES IN THE BEGINNING, THAT IS, THE FIRST, THE MIDDLE, THE PERFECT; THAT IS, THE FIRST AEON AND THE SECOND AND THE THIRD. THE FIRST WAS CALLED 'UNITY AND REST'. SINCE EACH ONE HAS ITS (OWN) NAME, THE <THIRD> AEON WAS DESIGNATED 'ASSEMBLY', FROM THE GREAT MULTITUDE THAT APPEARED IN THE MULTITUDINOUS ONE. THEREFORE, WHEN THE MULTITUDE GATHERS AND COMES TO A UNITY, THEY ARE CALLED 'ASSEMBLY', FROM THE ASSEMBLY THAT SURPASSED HEAVEN. THEREFORE, THE ASSEMBLY OF THE EIGHTH WAS REVEALED AS ANDROGYNOUS AND WAS NAMED PARTLY AS MALE AND PARTLY AS FEMALE. THE MALE WAS CALLED 'ASSEMBLY', THE FEMALE, 'LIFE', THAT IT MIGHT BE SHOWN THAT FROM A FEMALE CAME THE LIFE IN ALL THE AEONS. EVERY NAME WAS RECEIVED, STARTING FROM THE BEGINNING. FROM HIS CONCURRENCE WITH HIS THOUGHT, THE POWERS APPEARED WHO WHERE CALLED 'GODS'; AND THE GODS FROM THEIR CONSIDERINGS REVEALED DIVINE GODS; AND THE GODS FROM THEIR CONSIDERINGS REVEALED LORDS; AND THE LORDS OF THE LORDS FROM THEIR WORDS REVEALED LORDS; AND THE LORDS FROM THEIR POWERS REVEALED ARCHANGELS; THE ARCHANGELS REVEALED ANGELS; FROM <THEM,> THE SEMBLANCE APPEARED, WITH STRUCTURE AND FORM FOR NAMING ALL THE AEONS AND THEIR WORLDS. ALL THE IMMORTALS, WHOM I HAVE JUST DESCRIBED, HAVE AUTHORITY - ALL OF THEM - FROM THE POWER OF IMMORTAL MAN AND SOPHIA, HIS CONSORT, WHO WAS CALLED 'SILENCE', WHO WAS NAMED 'SILENCE' BECAUSE BY REFLECTING WITHOUT SPEECH SHE PERFECTED HER OWN MAJESTY. SINCE THE IMPERISHABILITIES HAD THE AUTHORITY, EACH PROVIDED GREAT KINGDOMS IN ALL THE IMMORTAL HEAVENS AND THEIR FIRMAMENTS, THRONES (AND) TEMPLES, FOR THEIR OWN MAJESTY. SOME, INDEED, (WHO ARE) IN DWELLINGS AND IN CHARIOTS, BEING IN INEFFABLE GLORY AND NOT ABLE TO BE SENT INTO ANY CREATURE, PROVIDED FOR THEMSELVES HOSTS OF ANGELS, MYRIADS WITHOUT NUMBER FOR RETINUE AND GLORY, EVEN VIRGIN SPIRITS, THE INEFFABLE LIGHTS. THEY HAVE NO SICKNESS NOR WEAKNESS, BUT IT IS ONLY WILL: IT COMES TO BE IN AN INSTANT. THUS, WERE COMPLETED THE AEONS WITH THEIR HEAVENS AND FIRMAMENTS FOR THE GLORY OF IMMORTAL MAN AND SOPHIA, HIS CONSORT: THE AREA WHICH <CONTAINED THE PATTERN OF> EVERY AEON AND THEIR WORLDS AND THOSE THAT CAME AFTERWARD, IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE TYPES FROM THERE, THEIR LIKENESSES IN THE HEAVENS OF CHAOS AND THEIR WORLDS. AND ALL NATURES FROM THE IMMORTAL ONE, FROM UNBEGOTTEN TO THE REVELATION OF CHAOS, ARE IN THE LIGHT THAT SHINES WITHOUT SHADOW AND (IN) INEFFABLE JOY AND UNUTTERABLE JUBILATION. THEY EVER DELIGHT THEMSELVES ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR GLORY THAT DOES NOT CHANGE, AND THE REST THAT IS NOT MEASURED, WHICH CANNOT BE DESCRIBED OR CONCEIVED AMONG ALL THE AEONS THAT CAME TO BE AND THEIR POWERS. BUT THIS MUCH IS ENOUGH. ALL I HAVE JUST SAID TO YOU, I SAID IN THE WAY THAT YOU MIGHT ACCEPT, UNTIL THE ONE WHO NEED NOT BE TAUGHT APPEARS AMONG YOU, AND HE WILL SPEAK ALL THESE THINGS TO YOU JOYOUSLY AND IN PURE KNOWLEDGE.  
THE EXEGESIS ON THE SOUL ALSO KNOWN AS THE EXPOSITORY TREATISE ON THE SOUL
WISE MEN OF OLD GAVE THE SOUL A FEMININE NAME. INDEED, SHE IS FEMALE IN HER NATURE AS WELL. SHE EVEN HAS HER WOMB. AS LONG AS SHE WAS ALONE WITH THE FATHER, SHE WAS VIRGIN AND IN FORM ANDROGYNOUS. BUT WHEN SHE FELL DOWN INTO A BODY AND CAME TO THIS LIFE, THEN SHE FELL INTO THE HANDS OF MANY ROBBERS. AND THE WANTON CREATURES PASSED HER FROM ONE TO ANOTHER AND [...] HER. SOME MADE USE OF HER BY FORCE, WHILE OTHERS DID SO BY SEDUCING HER WITH A GIFT. IN SHORT, THEY DEFILED HER, AND SHE [...] HER VIRGINITY. AND IN HER BODY, SHE PROSTITUTED HERSELF AND GAVE HERSELF TO ONE AND ALL, CONSIDERING EACH ONE SHE WAS ABOUT TO EMBRACE TO BE HER HUSBAND. WHEN SHE HAD GIVEN HERSELF TO WANTON, UNFAITHFUL ADULTERERS, SO THAT THEY MIGHT MAKE USE OF HER, THEN SHE SIGHED DEEPLY AND REPENTED. BUT EVEN WHEN SHE TURNS HER FACE FROM THOSE ADULTERERS, SHE RUNS TO OTHERS AND THEY COMPEL HER TO LIVE WITH THEM AND RENDER SERVICE TO THEM UPON THEIR BED, AS IF THEY WERE HER MASTERS. OUT OF SHAME SHE NO LONGER DARES TO LEAVE THEM, WHEREAS THEY DECEIVE HER FOR A LONG TIME, PRETENDING TO BE FAITHFUL, TRUE HUSBANDS, AS IF THEY GREATLY RESPECTED HER. AND AFTER ALL THIS THEY ABANDON HER AND GO. SHE THEN BECOMES A POOR DESOLATE WIDOW, WITHOUT HELP; NOT EVEN A MEASURE OF FOOD WAS LEFT HER FROM THE TIME OF HER AFFLICTION. FOR FROM THEM SHE GAINED NOTHING EXCEPT THE DEFILEMENTS THEY GAVE HER WHILE THEY HAD SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WITH HER. AND HER OFFSPRING BY THE ADULTERERS ARE DUMB, BLIND AND SICKLY. THEY ARE FEEBLEMINDED. BUT WHEN THE FATHER WHO IS ABOVE VISITS HER AND LOOKS DOWN UPON HER AND SEES HER SIGHING - WITH HER SUFFERINGS AND DISGRACE - AND REPENTING OF THE PROSTITUTION IN WHICH SHE ENGAGED, AND WHEN SHE BEGINS TO CALL UPON HIS NAME SO THAT HE MIGHT HELP HER, [...] ALL HER HEART, SAYING "SAVE ME, MY FATHER, FOR BEHOLD I WILL RENDER AN ACCOUNT TO THEE, FOR I ABANDONED MY HOUSE AND FLED FROM MY MAIDEN`S QUARTERS. RESTORE ME TO THYSELF AGAIN." WHEN HE SEES HER IN SUCH A STATE, THEN HE WILL COUNT HER WORTHY OF HIS MERCY UPON HER, FOR MANY ARE THE AFFLICTIONS THAT HAVE COME UPON HER BECAUSE SHE ABANDONED HER HOUSE. NOW CONCERNING THE PROSTITUTION ON THE SOUL, THE HOLY SPIRIT PROPHESIES IN MANY PLACES. FOR HE SAID IN THE PROPHET JEREMIAH (3:1-4), IF THE HUSBAND DIVORCES HIS WIFE AND SHE, GOES AND TAKES ANOTHER MAN, CAN SHE RETURN TO HIM AFTER THAT? HAS NOT THAT WOMAN UTTERLY DEFILED HERSELF? "AND YOU PROSTITUTED YOURSELF TO MANY SHEPHERDS AND YOU RETURNED TO ME!" SAID THE LORD. "TAKE AN HONEST LOOK AND SEE WHERE YOU PROSTITUTED YOURSELF. WERE YOU NOT SITTING IN THE STREETS DEFILING THE LAND WITH YOUR ACTS OF PROSTITUTION AND YOUR VICES? AND YOU TOOK MANY SHEPHERDS FOR A STUMBLING BLOCK FOR YOURSELF. YOU BECAME SHAMELESS WITH EVERYONE. YOU DID NOT CALL ON ME AS KINSMAN OR AS FATHER OR AUTHOR OF YOUR VIRGINITY". AGAIN, IT IS WRITTEN IN THE PROPHET HOSEA (2:2-7), COME, GO TO LAW WITH YOUR MOTHER, FOR SHE IS NOT TO BE A WIFE TO ME NOR I A HUSBAND TO HER. I SHALL REMOVE HER PROSTITUTION FROM MY PRESENCE, AND I SHALL REMOVE HER ADULTERY FROM BETWEEN HER BREASTS. I SHALL MAKE HER NAKED AS ON THE DAY SHE WAS BORN, AND I SHALL MAKE HER DESOLATE LIKE A LAND WITHOUT WATER, AND I SHALL MAKE HER LONGINGLY CHILDLESS. I SHALL SHOW HER CHILDREN NO PITY, FOR THEY ARE CHILDREN OF PROSTITUTION, SINCE THEIR MOTHER PROSTITUTED HERSELF AND PUT HER CHILDREN TO SHAME. FOR SHE SAID, "I SHALL PROSTITUTE MYSELF TO MY LOVERS. IT WAS THEY WHO GAVE ME MY BREAD AND MY WATER AND MY GARMENTS AND MY CLOTHES AND MY WINE AND MY OIL AND EVERYTHING I NEEDED." THEREFORE, BEHOLD I SHALL SHUT THEM UP SO THAT SHE SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO RUN AFTER HER ADULTERERS. AND WHEN SHE SEEKS THEM AND DOES NOT FIND THEM, SHE WILL SAY, 'I SHALL RETURN TO MY FORMER HUSBAND, IN THOSE DAYS I WAS BETTER OFF THAN NOW." AGAIN, HE SAID IN EZEKIEL (16:23-26), IT CAME TO PASS AFTER MUCH DEPRAVITY, SAID THE LORD, YOU BUILT YOURSELF A BROTHEL AND YOU MADE YOURSELF A BEAUTIFUL PLACE IN THE STREETS. AND YOU BUILT YOURSELF BROTHELS ON EVERY LANE, AND YOU WASTED YOUR BEAUTY, AND YOU SPREAD YOUR LEGS IN EVERY ALLEY, AND YOU MULTIPLIED YOUR ACTS OF PROSTITUTION. YOU PROSTITUTED YOURSELF TO THE SONS OF EGYPT, THOSE WHO ARE YOUR NEIGHBORS, MEN GREAT OF FLESH. BUT WHAT DOES "THE SONS OF EGYPT, MEN GREAT OF FLESH" MEAN, IF NOT THE DOMAIN OF THE FLESH AND THE PERCEPTIBLE REALM AND THE AFFAIRS OF THE EARTH, BY WHICH THE SOUL HAS BECOME DEFILED HERE, RECEIVING BREAD FROM THEM, AS WELL AS WINE, OIL, CLOTHING, AND THE OTHER EXTERNAL NONSENSE SURROUNDING THE BODY - THE THINGS SHE THINKS SHE NEEDS. BUT AS TO THIS PROSTITUTION, THE APOSTLES OF THE SAVIOR COMMANDED (ACTS 15:20, 29; 21:25; 1TH 4:3; 1 CO 6:18; 2 CO 7:1): "GUARD YOURSELVES AGAINST IT, PURIFY YOURSELVES FROM IT," SPEAKING NOT JUST OF THE PROSTITUTION OF THE BODY BUT ESPECIALLY THAT OF THE SOUL. FOR THIS REASON, THE APOSTLES WRITE TO THE CHURCHES OF GOD, THAT SUCH PROSTITUTION MIGHT NOT OCCUR AMONG US. YET THE GREATEST STRUGGLE HAS TO DO WITH THE PROSTITUTION OF THE SOUL. FROM IT ARISES THE PROSTITUTION OF THE BODY AS WELL. THEREFORE PAUL, WRITING TO THE CORINTHIANS (1CO 5:9-10), SAID, "I WROTE YOU IN THE LETTER, 'DO NOT ASSOCIATE WITH PROSTITUTES,' NOT AT ALL (MEANING) THE PROSTITUTES OF THIS WORLD OR THE GREEDY OR THE THIEVES OR THE IDOLATERS, SINCE THEN YOU WOULD HAVE TO GO OUT FROM THE WORLD." - HERE IT IS SPEAKING SPIRITUALLY - "FOR OUR STRUGGLE IS NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD - AS HE SAID (EP 6:12) - BUT AGAINST THE WORLD RULERS OF THIS DARKNESS AND THE SPIRITS OF WICKEDNESS." AS LONG AS THE SOUL KEEPS RUNNING ABOUT EVERYWHERE COPULATING WITH WHOMEVER SHE MEETS AND DEFILING HERSELF, SHE EXISTS SUFFERING HER JUST DESERTS. BUT WHEN SHE PERCEIVES THE STRAITS SHE IS IN AND WEEPS BEFORE THE FATHER AND REPENTS, THEN THE FATHER WILL HAVE MERCY ON HER AND HE WILL MAKE HER WOMB TURN FROM THE EXTERNAL DOMAIN AND WILL TURN IT AGAIN INWARD, SO THAT THE SOUL WILL REGAIN HER PROPER CHARACTER. FOR IT IS NOT SO WITH A WOMAN. FOR THE WOMB OF THE BODY IS INSIDE THE BODY LIKE THE OTHER INTERNAL ORGANS, BUT THE WOMB OF THE SOUL IS AROUND THE OUTSIDE LIKE THE MALE GENITALIA WHICH IS EXTERNAL. SO, WHEN THE WOMB OF THE SOUL, BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER, TURNS ITSELF INWARD, IT IS BAPTIZED AND IS IMMEDIATELY CLEANSED OF THE EXTERNAL POLLUTION WHICH WAS PRESSED UPON IT, JUST AS GARMENTS, WHEN DIRTY, ARE PUT INTO THE WATER AND TURNED ABOUT UNTIL THEIR DIRT IS REMOVED AND THEY BECOME CLEAN. AND SO, THE CLEANSING OF THE SOUL IS TO REGAIN THE NEWNESS OF HER FORMER NATURE AND TO TURN HERSELF BACK AGAIN. THAT IS HER BAPTISM. THEN SHE WILL BEGIN TO RAGE AT HERSELF LIKE A WOMAN IN LABOR, WHO WRITHES AND RAGES IN THE HOUR OF DELIVERY. BUT SINCE SHE IS FEMALE, BY HERSELF SHE IS POWERLESS TO BEGET A CHILD. FROM HEAVEN THE FATHER SENT HER HER MAN, WHO IS HER BROTHER, THE FIRSTBORN. THEN THE BRIDEGROOM CAME DOWN TO THE BRIDE. SHE GAVE UP HER FORMER PROSTITUTION AND CLEANSED HERSELF OF THE POLLUTIONS OF THE ADULTERERS, AND SHE WAS RENEWED SO AS TO BE A BRIDE. SHE CLEANSED HERSELF IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER; SHE FILLED IT WITH PERFUME; SHE SAT IN IT WAITING FOR THE TRUE BRIDEGROOM. NO LONGER DOES SHE RUN ABOUT THE MARKET PLACE, COPULATING WITH WHOMEVER SHE DESIRES, BUT SHE CONTINUED TO WAIT FOR HIM - (SAYING) "WHEN WILL HE COME?" - AND TO FEAR HIM, FOR SHE DID NOT KNOW WHAT HE LOOKED LIKE: SHE NO LONGER REMEMBERS SINCE THE TIME SHE FELL FROM HER FATHER'S HOUSE. BUT BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER <...> AND SHE DREAMED OF HIM LIKE A WOMAN IN LOVE WITH A MAN. BUT THEN THE BRIDEGROOM, ACCORDING TO THE FATHER'S WILL, CAME DOWN TO HER INTO THE BRIDAL CHAMBER, WHICH WAS PREPARED. AND HE DECORATED THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. FOR SINCE THAT MARRIAGE IS NOT LIKE THE CARNAL MARRIAGE, THOSE WHO ARE TO HAVE INTERCOURSE WITH ONE ANOTHER WILL BE SATISFIED WITH THAT INTERCOURSE. AND AS IF IT WERE A BURDEN, THEY LEAVE BEHIND THEM THE ANNOYANCE OF PHYSICAL DESIRE AND THEY TURN THEIR FACES FROM EACH OTHER. BUT THIS MARRIAGE [...]. BUT ONCE THEY UNITE WITH ONE ANOTHER, THEY BECOME A SINGLE LIFE. WHEREFORE THE PROPHET SAID (GN 2:24) CONCERNING THE FIRST MAN AND THE FIRST WOMAN, "THEY WILL BECOME A SINGLE FLESH." FOR THEY WERE ORIGINALLY JOINED ONE TO ANOTHER WHEN THEY WERE WITH THE FATHER BEFORE THE WOMAN LED ASTRAY THE MAN, WHO IS HER BROTHER. THIS MARRIAGE HAS BROUGHT THEM BACK TOGETHER AGAIN AND THE SOUL HAS BEEN JOINED TO HER TRUE LOVE, HER REAL MASTER, AS IT IS WRITTEN (CF. GN 3:16; 1 CO 11;1; EP 5:23), "FOR THE MASTER OF THE WOMAN IS HER HUSBAND." THEN GRADUALLY SHE RECOGNIZED HIM, AND SHE REJOICED ONCE MORE, WEEPING BEFORE HIM AS SHE REMEMBERED THE DISGRACE OF HER FORMER WIDOWHOOD. AND SHE ADORNED HERSELF STILL MORE SO THAT HE MIGHT BE PLEASED TO STAY WITH HER. AND THE PROPHET SAID IN THE PSALMS (PS 45:10-11): "HEAR, MY DAUGHTER, AND SEE AND INCLINE YOUR EAR AND FORGET YOUR PEOPLE AND YOUR FATHER'S HOUSE, FOR THE KING HAS DESIRED YOUR BEAUTY, FOR HE IS YOUR LORD." FOR HE REQUIRES HER TO TURN HER FACE FROM HER PEOPLE AND THE MULTITUDE OF HER ADULTERERS, IN WHOSE MIDST SHE ONCE WAS, TO DEVOTE HERSELF ONLY TO HER KING, HER REAL LORD, AND TO FORGET THE HOUSE OF THE EARTHLY FATHER, WITH WHOM THINGS WENT BADLY FOR HER, BUT TO REMEMBER HER FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN. THUS, ALSO IT WAS SAID (GN 12:1) TO ABRAHAM: "COME OUT FROM YOUR COUNTRY AND YOUR KINSFOLK AND FROM YOUR FATHER`S HOUSE" THUS, WHEN THE SOUL HAD ADORNED HERSELF AGAIN IN HER BEAUTY [...] ENJOYED HER BELOVED, AND HE ALSO LOVED HER. AND WHEN SHE HAD INTERCOURSE WITH HIM, SHE GOT FROM HIM THE SEED THAT IS THE LIFE-GIVING SPIRIT, SO THAT BY HIM SHE BEARS GOOD CHILDREN AND REARS THEM. FOR THIS IS THE GREAT, PERFECT MARVEL OF BIRTH. AND SO, THIS MARRIAGE IS MADE PERFECT BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER. NOW IT IS FITTING THAT THE SOUL REGENERATES HERSELF AND BECOME AGAIN AS SHE FORMERLY WAS. THE SOUL THEN MOVES OF HER OWN ACCORD. AND SHE RECEIVED THE DIVINE NATURE FROM THE FATHER FOR HER REJUVENATION, SO THAT SHE MIGHT BE RESTORED TO THE PLACE WHERE ORIGINALLY, SHE HAD BEEN. THIS IS THE RESURRECTION THAT IS FROM THE DEAD. THIS IS THE RANSOM FROM CAPTIVITY. THIS IS THE UPWARD JOURNEY OF ASCENT TO HEAVEN. THIS IS THE WAY OF ASCENT TO THE FATHER. THEREFORE, THE PROPHET SAID (PS 103:1-5): "PRAISE THE LORD, O MY SOUL, AND, ALL THAT IS WITHIN ME, (PRAISE) HIS HOLY NAME. MY SOUL, PRAISE GOD, WHO FORGAVE ALL YOUR SINS, WHO HEALED ALL YOUR SICKNESSES, WHO RANSOMED YOUR LIFE FROM DEATH, WHO CROWNED YOU WITH MERCY, WHO SATISFIES YOUR LONGING WITH GOOD THINGS. YOUR YOUTH WILL BE RENEWED LIKE AN EAGLE'S." THEN WHEN SHE BECOMES YOUNG AGAIN, SHE WILL ASCEND, PRAISING THE FATHER AND HER BROTHER, BY WHOM SHE WAS RESCUED. THUS, IT IS BY BEING BORN AGAIN THAT THE SOUL WILL BE SAVED. AND THIS IS DUE NOT TO ROTE PHRASES OR TO PROFESSIONAL SKILLS OR TO BOOK LEARNING. RATHER IT IS THE GRACE OF THE [...], IT IS THE GIFT OF THE [...]. FOR SUCH IS THIS HEAVENLY THING. THEREFORE, THE SAVIOR CRIES OUT (JN 6:44), "NO ONE CAN COME TO ME UNLESS MY FATHER DRAWS HIM AND BRINGS HIM TO ME; AND I MYSELF WILL RAISE HIM UP ON THE LAST DAY." IT IS THEREFORE FITTING TO PRAY TO THE FATHER AND TO CALL ON HIM WITH ALL OUR SOUL - NOT EXTERNALLY WITH THE LIPS, BUT WITH THE SPIRIT, WHICH IS INWARD, WHICH CAME FORTH FROM THE DEPTH - SIGHING; REPENTING FOR THE LIFE WE LIVED; CONFESSING OUR SINS; PERCEIVING THE EMPTY DECEPTION WE WERE IN, AND THE EMPTY ZEAL; WEEPING OVER HOW WE WERE IN DARKNESS AND IN THE WAVE; MOURNING FOR OURSELVES, THAT HE MIGHT HAVE PITY ON US; HATING OURSELVES FOR HOW WE ARE NOW. AGAIN, THE SAVIOR SAID (CF MT 5:4, LK 6:12): "BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO MOURN, FOR IT IS THEY WHO WILL BE PITIED; BLESSED, THOSE WHO ARE HUNGRY, FOR IT IS THEY WHO WILL BE FILLED." AGAIN, HE SAID (CF. LK 14:26), "IF ONE DOES NOT HATE HIS SOUL, HE CANNOT FOLLOW ME." FOR THE BEGINNING OF SALVATION IS REPENTANCE. THEREFORE (CF. ACTS 13:24), "BEFORE CHRIST`S APPEARANCE CAME JOHN, PREACHING THE BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE." AND REPENTANCE TAKES PLACE IN DISTRESS AND GRIEF. BUT THE FATHER IS GOOD AND LOVES HUMANITY, AND HE HEARS THE SOUL THAT CALLS UPON HIM AND SENDS IT THE LIGHT OF SALVATION. THEREFORE HE SAID THROUGH THE SPIRIT TO THE PROPHET (CF. 1 CL 8:3), "SAY TO THE CHILDREN OF MY PEOPLE, 'IF YOUR SINS EXTEND FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN, AND IF THEY BECOME RED LIKE SCARLET AND BLACKER THAN SACKCLOTH, AND IF YOU RETURN TO ME WITH ALL YOUR SOUL AND SAY TO ME 'MY FATHER!', I WILL HEED YOU AS A HOLY PEOPLE.'" AGAIN, ANOTHER PLACE (IS 30:15), "THUS SAYS THE LORD, THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL: "IF YOU RETURN AND SIGH, THEN YOU WILL BE SAVED AND WILL KNOW WHERE YOU WERE WHEN YOU TRUSTED IN WHAT IS EMPTY." AGAIN, HE SAID IN ANOTHER PLACE (IS 30:19-20), "JERUSALEM WEPT MUCH, SAYING, 'HAVE PITY ON ME.' HE WILL HAVE PITY ON THE SOUND OF YOUR WEEPING. AND WHEN HE SAW, HE HEEDED YOU. AND THE LORD WILL GIVE YOU BREAD OF AFFLICTION AND WATER OF OPPRESSION. FROM NOW ON, THOSE WHO DECEIVE WILL NOT APPROACH YOU AGAIN. YOUR EYES WILL SEE THOSE WHO ARE DECEIVING YOU." THEREFORE, IT IS FITTING TO PRAY TO GOD NIGHT AND DAY, SPREADING OUT OUR HANDS TOWARDS HIM AS DO PEOPLE SAILING IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SEA: THEY PRAY TO GOD WITH ALL THEIR HEART WITHOUT HYPOCRISY. FOR THOSE WHO PRAY HYPOCRITICALLY DECEIVE ONLY THEMSELVES. INDEED, IT IS IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT KNOW WHO IS WORTHY OF SALVATION THAT GOD EXAMINES THE INWARD PARTS AND SEARCHES THE BOTTOM OF THE HEART. FOR NO ONE IS WORTHY OF SALVATION WHO STILL LOVES THE PLACE OF DECEPTION. THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN IN THE POET (HOMER, ODYSSEY 1.48-1.59), "ODYSSEUS SAT ON THE ISLAND WEEPING AND GRIEVING AND TURNING HIS FACE FROM THE WORDS OF CALYPSO AND FROM HER TRICKS, LONGING TO SEE HIS VILLAGE AND SMOKE COMING FORTH FROM IT. AND HAD HE NOT RECEIVED HELP FROM HEAVEN, HE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO RETURN TO HIS VILLAGE." AGAIN HELEN <...> SAYING (ODYSSEY 4.260-261), "MY HEART TURNED ITSELF FROM ME. IT IS TO MY HOUSE THAT I WANT TO RETURN." FOR SHE SIGHED, SAYING (ODYSSEY 4.261-4.264), "IT IS APHRODITE WHO DECEIVED ME AND BROUGHT ME OUT OF MY VILLAGE. MY ONLY DAUGHTER I LEFT BEHIND ME, AND MY GOOD, UNDERSTANDING, HANDSOME HUSBAND." FOR WHEN THE SOUL LEAVES HER PERFECT HUSBAND BECAUSE OF THE TREACHERY OF APHRODITE, WHO EXISTS HERE IN THE ACT OF BEGETTING, THEN SHE WILL SUFFER HARM. BUT IF SHE SIGHS AND REPENTS, SHE WILL BE RESTORED TO HER HOUSE. CERTAINLY, ISRAEL WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN VISITED IN THE FIRST PLACE, TO BE BROUGHT OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, OUT OF THE HOUSE OF BONDAGE, IF IT HAD NOT SIGHED TO GOD AND WEPT FOR THE OPPRESSION OF ITS LABORS. AGAIN, IT IS WRITTEN IN THE PSALMS (6:6-9), "I WAS GREATLY TROUBLED IN MY GROANING. I WILL BATHE MY BED AND MY COVER EACH NIGHT WITH MY TEARS. I HAVE BECOME OLD IN THE MIDST OF ALL MY ENEMIES. DEPART FROM ME, ALL YOU WHO WORK AT LAWLESSNESS, FOR BEHOLD THE LORD HAS HEARD THE CRY OF MY WEEPING AND THE LORD HAS HEARD MY PRAYER." IF WE REPENT, TRULY GOD WILL HEED US, HE WHO IS LONG SUFFERING AND ABUNDANTLY MERCIFUL, TO WHOM IS THE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN!   
THE GOSPEL OF THE EGYPTIANS
THE HOLY BOOK OF THE EGYPTIANS ABOUT THE GREAT INVISIBLE SPIRIT, THE FATHER WHOSE NAME CANNOT BE UTTERED, HE WHO CAME FORTH FROM THE HEIGHTS OF THE PERFECTION, THE LIGHT OF THE LIGHT OF THE AEONS OF LIGHT, THE LIGHT OF THE SILENCE OF THE PROVIDENCE <AND> THE FATHER OF THE SILENCE, THE LIGHT OF THE WORD AND THE TRUTH, THE LIGHT OF THE INCORRUPTIONS, THE INFINITE LIGHT, THE RADIANCE FROM THE AEONS OF LIGHT OF THE UNREVEALABLE, UNMARKED, AGELESS, UNPROCLAIMABLE FATHER, THE AEON OF THE AEONS, AUTOGENES, SELF-BEGOTTEN, SELF-PRODUCING, ALIEN, THE REALLY TRUE AEON. THREE POWERS CAME FORTH FROM HIM; THEY ARE THE FATHER, THE MOTHER, (AND) THE SON, FROM THE LIVING SILENCE, WHAT CAME FORTH FROM THE INCORRUPTIBLE FATHER. THESE CAME FORTH FROM THE SILENCE OF THE UNKNOWN FATHER. AND FROM THAT PLACE, DOMEDON DOXOMEDON CAME FORTH, THE AEON OF THE AEONS AND THE LIGHT OF EACH ONE OF THEIR POWERS. AND THUS, THE SON CAME FORTH FOURTH; THE MOTHER FIFTH; THE FATHER SIXTH. HE WAS [...] BUT UNHERALDED; IT IS HE WHO IS UNMARKED AMONG ALL THE POWERS, THE GLORIES, AND THE INCORRUPTIONS. FROM THAT PLACE, THE THREE POWERS CAME FORTH, THE THREE OGDOADS THAT THE FATHER BRINGS FORTH IN SILENCE WITH HIS PROVIDENCE, FROM HIS BOSOM, I.E., THE FATHER, THE MOTHER, (AND) THE SON. THE <FIRST> OGDOAD, BECAUSE OF WHICH THE THRICE-MALE CHILD CAME FORTH, WHICH IS THE THOUGHT, AND THE WORD, AND THE INCORRUPTION, AND THE ETERNAL LIFE, THE WILL, THE MIND, AND THE FOREKNOWLEDGE, THE ANDROGYNOUS FATHER. THE SECOND OGDOAD-POWER, THE MOTHER, THE VIRGINAL BARBELON, EPITITIOCH[...]AI, MEMENEAIMEN[...], WHO PRESIDES OVER THE HEAVEN, KARB[...], THE UNINTERPRETABLE POWER, THE INEFFABLE MOTHER. SHE ORIGINATED FROM HERSELF [...]; SHE CAME FORTH; SHE AGREED WITH THE FATHER OF THE SILENT SILENCE. THE THIRD OGDOAD-POWER, THE SON OF THE SILENT SILENCE, AND THE CROWN OF THE SILENT SILENCE, AND THE GLORY OF THE FATHER, AND THE VIRTUE OF THE MOTHER, HE BRINGS FORTH FROM THE BOSOM THE SEVEN POWERS OF THE GREAT LIGHT OF THE SEVEN VOICES. AND THE WORD IS THEIR COMPLETION. THESE ARE THE THREE POWERS, THE THREE OGDOADS THAT THE FATHER, THROUGH HIS PROVIDENCE, BROUGHT FORTH FROM HIS BOSOM. HE BROUGHT THEM FORTH AT THAT PLACE. DOMEDON DOXOMEDON CAME FORTH, THE AEON OF THE AEONS, AND THE THRONE WHICH IS IN HIM, AND THE POWERS WHICH SURROUND HIM, THE GLORIES AND THE INCORRUPTIONS. THE FATHER OF THE GREAT LIGHT WHO CAME FORTH FROM THE SILENCE, HE IS THE GREAT DOXOMEDON-AEON, IN WHICH THE THRICE- MALE CHILD RESTS. AND THE THRONE OF HIS GLORY WAS ESTABLISHED IN IT, THIS ONE ON WHICH HIS UNREVEALABLE NAME IS INSCRIBED, ON THE TABLET [...] ONE IS THE WORD, THE FATHER OF THE LIGHT OF EVERYTHING, HE WHO CAME FORTH FROM THE SILENCE, WHILE HE RESTS IN THE SILENCE, HE WHOSE NAME IS IN AN INVISIBLE [TOP-SECRET] SYMBOL. A HIDDEN, INVISIBLE [TOP-SECRET] MYSTERY CAME FORTH:  IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO (THE 7 VOWELS, 22 TIMES EACH). AND IN THIS WAY, THE THREE POWERS GAVE PRAISE TO THE GREAT, INVISIBLE, UNNAMEABLE, VIRGINAL, UNCALLABLE SPIRIT, AND HIS MALE VIRGIN. THEY ASKED FOR A POWER. A SILENCE OF LIVING SILENCE CAME FORTH, NAMELY GLORIES AND INCORRUPTIONS IN THE AEONS [...] AEONS, MYRIADS ADDED ON [...], THE THREE MALES, THE THREE-MALE OFFSPRING, THE MALE RACES...  (IV 55, 5-7 ADDS: ...THE GLORIES OF THE FATHER, THE GLORIES OF THE GREAT CHRIST, AND THE MALE OFFSPRING, THE RACES...) ...FILLED THE GREAT DOXOMEDON-AEON WITH THE POWER OF THE WORD OF THE WHOLE PLEROMA. THEN THE THRICE-MALE CHILD OF THE GREAT CHRIST, WHOM THE GREAT INVISIBLE SPIRIT HAD ANOINTED - HE WHOSE POWER WAS CALLED 'AINON' - GAVE PRAISE TO THE GREAT INVISIBLE SPIRIT AND HIS MALE VIRGIN YOEL, AND THE SILENCE OF SILENT SILENCE, AND THE GREATNESS THAT [...] INEFFABLE. [...] INEFFABLE [...] UNANSWERABLE AND UNINTERPRETABLE, THE FIRST ONE WHO HAS COME FORTH, AND (WHO IS) UNPROCLAIMABLE, [...] WHICH IS WONDERFUL [...] INEFFABLE [...], HE WHO HAS ALL THE GREATNESSES OF GREATNESS OF THE SILENCE AT THAT PLACE. THE THRICE-MALE CHILD BROUGHT PRAISE, AND ASKED FOR A POWER FROM THE GREAT, INVISIBLE, VIRGINAL SPIRIT. THEN THERE APPEARED AT THAT PLACE [...], WHO [...], WHO SEES GLORIES [...] TREASURES IN A [...] INVISIBLE MYSTERIES TO [...] OF THE SILENCE, WHO IS THE MALE VIRGIN YOUEL. THEN THE CHILD OF THE CHILD, ESEPHECH, APPEARED. AND THUS, HE WAS COMPLETED, NAMELY, THE FATHER, THE MOTHER, THE SON, THE FIVE SEALS, THE UNCONQUERABLE POWER WHICH IS THE GREAT CHRIST OF ALL THE INCORRUPTIBLE ONES... (ONE LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...HOLY [...] THE END, THE INCORRUPTIBLE [...], AND [...], THEY ARE POWERS AND GLORIES AND INCORRUPTIONS [...]. THEY CAME FORTH... (5 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...THIS ONE BROUGHT PRAISE TO THE UNREVEALABLE, HIDDEN MYSTERY [...] THE HIDDEN... (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...HIM IN THE [...], AND THE AEONS [...] THRONES, [...] AND EACH ONE [...] MYRIADS OF POWERS WITHOUT NUMBER SURROUND THEM, GLORIES AND INCORRUPTIONS [...] AND THEY [...] OF THE FATHER, AND THE MOTHER, AND THE SON, AND THE WHOLE PLEROMA, WHICH I MENTIONED BEFORE, AND THE FIVE SEALS, AND THE MYSTERY OF MYSTERIES. THEY APPEARED... (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...WHO PRESIDES OVER [...], AND THE AEONS OF [...] REALLY TRULY [...] AND THE... (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...AND THE REALLY TRULY ETERNAL AEONS. THEN PROVIDENCE CAME FORTH FROM SILENCE, AND THE LIVING SILENCE OF THE SPIRIT, AND THE WORD OF THE FATHER, AND A LIGHT. SHE [...] THE FIVE SEALS WHICH THE FATHER BROUGHT FORTH FROM HIS BOSOM, AND SHE PASSED THROUGH ALL THE AEONS WHICH I MENTIONED BEFORE. AND SHE ESTABLISHED THRONES OF GLORY, AND MYRIADS OF ANGELS WITHOUT NUMBER WHO SURROUNDED THEM, POWERS AND INCORRUPTIBLE GLORIES, WHO SING AND GIVE GLORY, ALL GIVING PRAISE WITH A SINGLE VOICE, WITH ONE ACCORD, WITH ONE NEVER-SILENT VOICE, [...] TO THE FATHER, AND THE MOTHER, AND THE SON [...], AND ALL THE PLEROMAS THAT I MENTIONED BEFORE, WHO IS THE GREAT CHRIST, WHO IS FROM SILENCE, WHO IS THE INCORRUPTIBLE CHILD TELMAEL TELMACHAEL ELI ELI MACHAR MACHAR SETH, THE POWER WHICH REALLY TRULY LIVES, AND THE MALE VIRGIN WHO IS WITH HIM, YOUEL, AND ESEPHECH, THE HOLDER OF GLORY, THE CHILD OF THE CHILD, AND THE CROWN OF HIS GLORY, [...] OF THE FIVE SEALS, THE PLEROMA THAT I MENTIONED BEFORE. THERE, THE GREAT SELF-BEGOTTEN LIVING WORD CAME FORTH, THE TRUE GOD, THE UNBORN PHYSIS, HE WHOSE NAME I SHALL TELL, SAYING, [...]AIA[...] THAOTHOSTH [...], WHO IS THE SON OF THE GREAT CHRIST, WHO IS THE SON OF THE INEFFABLE SILENCE, WHO CAME FORTH FROM THE GREAT INVISIBLE AND INCORRUPTIBLE SPIRIT. THE SON OF THE SILENCE AND SILENCE APPEARED... (ONE LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...INVISIBLE [...] MAN AND THE TREASURES OF HIS GLORY. THEN HE APPEARED IN THE REVEALED [...]. AND HE ESTABLISHED THE FOUR AEONS. WITH A WORD HE ESTABLISHED THEM. HE BROUGHT PRAISE TO THE GREAT, INVISIBLE, VIRGINAL SPIRIT, THE SILENCE OF THE FATHER, IN A SILENCE OF THE LIVING SILENCE OF SILENCE, THE PLACE WHERE THE MAN RESTS ... (TWO LINES UNRECOVERABLE). THEN THERE CAME FORTH AT/FROM THAT PLACE THE CLOUD OF THE GREAT LIGHT, THE LIVING POWER, THE MOTHER OF THE HOLY, INCORRUPTIBLE ONES, THE GREAT POWER, THE MIROTHOE. AND SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HIM WHOSE NAME I NAME, SAYING, IEN IEN EA EA EA, THREE TIMES. FOR THIS ONE, ADAMAS, IS A LIGHT WHICH RADIATED FROM THE LIGHT; HE IS THE EYE OF THE LIGHT. FOR THIS IS THE FIRST MAN, HE THROUGH WHOM AND TO WHOM EVERYTHING CAME INTO BEING, (AND) WITHOUT WHOM NOTHING CAME INTO BEING. THE UNKNOWABLE, INCOMPREHENSIBLE FATHER CAME FORTH. HE CAME DOWN FROM ABOVE FOR THE ANNULMENT OF THE DEFICIENCY. THEN THE GREAT LOGOS, THE DIVINE AUTOGENES, AND THE INCORRUPTIBLE MAN ADAMAS MINGLED WITH EACH OTHER. A LOGOS OF MAN CAME INTO BEING. HOWEVER, THE MAN CAME INTO BEING THROUGH A WORD. HE GAVE PRAISE TO THE GREAT, INVISIBLE, INCOMPREHENSIBLE, VIRGINAL SPIRIT, AND THE MALE VIRGIN, AND THE THRICE-MALE CHILD, AND THE MALE VIRGIN YOUEL, AND ESEPHECH, THE HOLDER OF GLORY, THE CHILD OF THE CHILD AND THE CROWN OF HIS GLORY, AND THE GREAT DOXOMEDON-AEON, AND THE THRONES WHICH ARE IN HIM, AND THE POWERS WHICH SURROUND HIM, THE GLORIES AND THE INCORRUPTIONS, AND THEIR WHOLE PLEROMA WHICH I MENTIONED BEFORE, AND THE ETHEREAL EARTH, THE RECEIVER OF GOD, WHERE THE HOLY MEN OF THE GREAT LIGHT RECEIVE SHAPE, THE MEN OF THE FATHER OF THE SILENT, LIVING SILENCE, THE FATHER AND THEIR WHOLE PLEROMA, AS I MENTIONED BEFORE. THE GREAT LOGOS, THE DIVINE AUTOGENES, AND THE INCORRUPTIBLE MAN ADAMAS GAVE PRAISE, (AND) THEY ASKED FOR A POWER AND ETERNAL STRENGTH FOR THE AUTOGENES, FOR THE COMPLETION OF THE FOUR AEONS, IN ORDER THAT, THROUGH THEM, THERE MAY APPEAR [...] THE GLORY AND THE POWER OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER OF THE HOLY MEN OF THE GREAT LIGHT WHICH WILL COME TO THE WORLD, WHICH IS THE IMAGE OF THE NIGHT. THE INCORRUPTIBLE MAN ADAMAS ASKED FOR THEM A SON OUT OF HIMSELF, IN ORDER THAT HE (THE SON) MAY BECOME FATHER OF THE IMMOVABLE, INCORRUPTIBLE RACE, SO THAT, THROUGH IT (THE RACE), THE SILENCE AND THE VOICE MAY APPEAR, AND, THROUGH IT, THE DEAD AEON MAY RAISE ITSELF, SO THAT IT MAY DISSOLVE. AND THUS, THERE CAME FORTH FROM ABOVE THE POWER OF THE GREAT LIGHT, THE MANIFESTATION. SHE GAVE BIRTH TO THE FOUR GREAT LIGHTS: HARMOZEL, OROIAEL, DAVITHE, ELELETH, AND THE GREAT INCORRUPTIBLE SETH, THE SON OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE MAN ADAMAS. AND THUS, THE PERFECT HEBDOMAD, WHICH EXISTS IN HIDDEN MYSTERIES, BECAME COMPLETE. WHEN SHE RECEIVES THE GLORY, SHE BECOMES ELEVEN OGDOADS. AND THE FATHER NODDED APPROVAL; THE WHOLE PLEROMA OF THE LIGHTS WAS WELL PLEASED. THEIR CONSORTS CAME FORTH FOR THE COMPLETION OF THE OGDOAD OF THE DIVINE AUTOGENES: THE GRACE OF THE FIRST LIGHT HARMOZEL, THE PERCEPTION OF THE SECOND LIGHT OROIAEL, THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE THIRD LIGHT DAVITHE, THE PRUDENCE OF THE FOURTH LIGHT ELELETH. THIS IS THE FIRST OGDOAD OF THE DIVINE AUTOGENES. AND THE FATHER NODDED APPROVAL; THE WHOLE PLEROMA OF THE LIGHTS WAS WELL PLEASED. THE <MINISTERS> CAME FORTH: THE FIRST ONE, THE GREAT GAMALIEL (OF) THE FIRST GREAT LIGHT HARMOZEL, AND THE GREAT GABRIEL (OF) THE SECOND GREAT LIGHT OROIAEL, AND THE GREAT SAMLO OF THE GREAT LIGHT DAVITHE, AND THE GREAT ABRASAX OF THE GREAT LIGHT ELELETH. AND THE CONSORTS OF THESE CAME FORTH BY THE WILL OF THE GOOD PLEASURE OF THE FATHER: THE MEMORY OF THE GREAT ONE, THE FIRST, GAMALIEL; THE LOVE OF THE GREAT ONE, THE SECOND, GABRIEL; THE PEACE OF THE THIRD ONE, THE GREAT SAMBLO; THE ETERNAL LIFE OF THE GREAT ONE, THE FOURTH, ABRASAX. THUS, WERE THE FIVE OGDOADS COMPLETED, A TOTAL OF FORTY, AS AN UNINTERPRETABLE POWER. THEN THE GREAT LOGOS, THE AUTOGENES, AND THE WORD OF THE PLEROMA OF THE FOUR LIGHTS GAVE PRAISE TO THE GREAT, INVISIBLE, UNCALLABLE, VIRGINAL SPIRIT, AND THE MALE VIRGIN, AND THE GREAT DOXOMEDON-AEON, AND THE THRONES WHICH ARE IN THEM, AND THE POWERS WHICH SURROUND THEM, GLORIES, AUTHORITIES, AND THE POWERS, <AND> THE THRICE-MALE CHILD, AND THE MALE VIRGIN YOUEL, AND ESEPHECH, THE HOLDER OF GLORY, THE CHILD OF THE CHILD AND THE CROWN OF HIS GLORY, THE WHOLE PLEROMA, AND ALL THE GLORIES WHICH ARE THERE, THE INFINITE PLEROMAS <AND> THE UNNAMEABLE AEONS, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY NAME THE FATHER THE FOURTH, WITH THE INCORRUPTIBLE RACE, (AND) THAT THEY MAY CALL THE SEED OF THE FATHER THE SEED OF THE GREAT SETH. THEN EVERYTHING SHOOK, AND TREMBLING TOOK HOLD OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE ONES. THEN THE THREE MALE CHILDREN CAME FORTH FROM ABOVE, DOWN INTO THE UNBORN ONES, AND THE SELF-BEGOTTEN ONES, AND THOSE WHO WERE BEGOTTEN IN WHAT IS BEGOTTEN. THE GREATNESS CAME FORTH, THE WHOLE GREATNESS OF THE GREAT CHRIST. HE ESTABLISHED THRONES IN GLORY, MYRIADS WITHOUT NUMBER, IN THE FOUR AEONS AROUND THEM, MYRIADS WITHOUT NUMBER, POWERS AND GLORIES AND INCORRUPTIONS. AND THEY CAME FORTH IN THIS WAY. AND THE INCORRUPTIBLE, SPIRITUAL CHURCH INCREASED IN THE FOUR LIGHTS OF THE GREAT, LIVING AUTOGENES, THE GOD OF TRUTH, PRAISING, SINGING, (AND) GIVING GLORY WITH ONE VOICE, WITH ONE ACCORD, WITH A MOUTH WHICH DOES NOT REST, TO THE FATHER, AND THE MOTHER, AND THE SON, AND THEIR WHOLE PLEROMA, JUST AS I MENTIONED <BEFORE>. THE FIVE SEALS WHICH POSSESS THE MYRIADS, AND THEY WHO RULE OVER THE AEONS, AND THEY WHO BEAR THE GLORY OF THE LEADERS, WERE GIVEN THE COMMAND TO REVEAL TO THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY. AMEN. THEN THE GREAT SETH, THE SON OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE MAN ADAMAS, GAVE PRAISE TO THE GREAT, INVISIBLE, UNCALLABLE, UNNAMEABLE, VIRGINAL SPIRIT, AND THE <MALE VIRGIN, AND THE THRICE-MALE CHILD, AND THE MALE> VIRGIN YOUEL, AND ESEPHECH, THE HOLDER OF GLORY AND THE CROWN OF HIS GLORY, THE CHILD OF THE CHILD, AND THE GREAT DOXOMEDON-AEONS, AND THE PLEROMA WHICH I MENTIONED BEFORE; AND ASKED FOR HIS SEED. THEN THERE CAME FORTH FROM THAT PLACE THE GREAT POWER OF THE GREAT LIGHT PLESITHEA, THE MOTHER OF THE ANGELS, THE MOTHER OF THE LIGHTS, THE GLORIOUS MOTHER, THE VIRGIN WITH THE FOUR BREASTS, BRINGING THE FRUIT FROM GOMORRAH, AS SPRING, AND SODOM, WHICH IS THE FRUIT OF THE SPRING OF GOMORRAH WHICH IS IN HER. SHE CAME FORTH THROUGH THE GREAT SETH. THEN THE GREAT SETH REJOICED ABOUT THE GIFT WHICH WAS GRANTED HIM BY THE INCORRUPTIBLE CHILD. HE TOOK HIS SEED FROM HER WITH THE FOUR BREASTS, THE VIRGIN, AND HE PLACED IT WITH HIM IN THE FOURTH AEON (OR, IN THE FOUR AEONS), IN THE THIRD GREAT LIGHT DAVITHE. AFTER FIVE THOUSAND YEARS, THE GREAT LIGHT ELELETH SPOKE: "LET SOMEONE REIGN OVER THE CHAOS AND HADES." AND THERE APPEARED A CLOUD WHOSE NAME IS HYLIC SOPHIA [...] SHE LOOKED OUT ON THE PARTS OF THE CHAOS, HER FACE BEING LIKE [...] IN HER FORM [...] BLOOD. AND THE GREAT ANGEL GAMALIEL SPOKE TO THE GREAT GABRIEL, THE MINISTER OF THE GREAT LIGHT OROIAEL; HE SAID, "LET AN ANGEL COME FORTH, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY REIGN OVER THE CHAOS AND HADES." THEN THE CLOUD, BEING AGREEABLE, CAME FORTH IN THE TWO MONADS, EACH ONE OF WHICH HAD LIGHT. [...] THE THRONE, WHICH SHE HAD PLACED IN THE CLOUD ABOVE. THEN SAKLA, THE GREAT ANGEL, SAW THE GREAT DEMON WHO IS WITH HIM, NEBRUEL. AND THEY BECAME TOGETHER A BEGETTING SPIRIT OF THE EARTH. THEY BEGOT ASSISTING ANGELS. SAKLA SAID TO THE GREAT DEMON NEBRUEL, "LET THE TWELVE AEONS COME INTO BEING IN THE [...] AEON, WORLDS [...]." [...] THE GREAT ANGEL SAKLA SAID BY THE WILL OF THE AUTOGENES, "THERE SHALL BE THE [...] OF THE NUMBER OF SEVEN [...]." AND HE SAID TO THE GREAT ANGELS, "GO AND LET EACH OF YOU REIGN OVER HIS WORLD." EACH ONE OF THESE TWELVE ANGELS WENT FORTH. THE FIRST ANGEL IS ATHOTH. HE IS THE ONE WHOM THE GREAT GENERATIONS OF MEN CALL [...]. THE SECOND IS HARMAS, WHO IS THE EYE OF THE FIRE. THE THIRD IS GALILA. THE FOURTH IS YOBEL. THE FIFTH IS ADONAIOS, WHO IS CALLED 'SABAOTH'. THE SIXTH IS CAIN, WHOM THE GREAT GENERATIONS OF MEN CALL THE SUN. THE SEVENTH IS ABEL; THE EIGHTH AKIRESSINA; THE NINTH YUBEL. THE TENTH IS HARMUPIAEL. THE ELEVENTH IS ARCHIR-ADONIN. THE TWELFTH IS BELIAS [LUCIFER KNOWN AS SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL & VICTORIA KNOWN AS BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] WHO RULES OVER THE VERY DEPTH OF HADES [HELL] [TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH WAS CREATED BY LUCIFER & VICTORIA IN JAMES 1:13-15 AND THE LORD NEVER DID CREATE TEMPTATION, SIN & DEATH [ALL MURDERS IS ALWAYS WITH EVIL INTENT & NEVER ACCIDENTAL, DONE BY AS EVIL CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] & NEVER DONE BY THE LORD OR HIS SUPREME COMMAND AS GOOD CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] OR ALL KILLINGS CAN BE WITH INTENT DONE BY THE LORD OR HIS SUPREME COMMAND AS GOOD CREATOR AGENT LORDS [LADIES] WITH GOOD INTENT OR ALL ACCIDENTAL HOMICIDES & THE LORD DAMNS THOSE APPOINTED AUTHORITIES WHO FALSELY ACCUSES & FALSELY CONVICTS MURDERS AS KILLERS & KILLERS AS MURDERS]. THESE ARE THE ONES WHO PRESIDE OVER HADES AND THE CHAOS. AND AFTER THE FOUNDING OF THE WORLD, SAKLA SAID TO HIS ANGELS, "I, I AM A JEALOUS GOD [THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP], AND APART FROM ME NOTHING HAS COME INTO BEING," SINCE HE TRUSTED IN HIS NATURE. THEN A VOICE CAME FROM ON HIGH, SAYING, "THE MAN EXISTS, AND THE SON OF THE MAN." BECAUSE OF THE DESCENT OF THE IMAGE ABOVE, WHICH IS LIKE ITS VOICE IN THE HEIGHT OF THE IMAGE WHICH HAS LOOKED OUT THROUGH THE LOOKING OUT OF THE IMAGE ABOVE, THE FIRST CREATURE WAS FORMED. BECAUSE OF THIS, METANOIA CAME INTO BEING. SHE RECEIVED HER COMPLETION AND HER POWER BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER, AND HIS APPROVAL, WITH WHICH HE APPROVED OF THE GREAT, INCORRUPTIBLE, IMMOVABLE RACE OF THE GREAT, MIGHTY MEN OF THE GREAT SETH, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY SOW IT IN THE AEONS WHICH HAD BEEN BROUGHT FORTH, SO THAT THROUGH HER (METANOIA), THE DEFICIENCY MAY BE FILLED UP. FOR SHE HAD COME FORTH FROM ABOVE, DOWN TO THE WORLD, WHICH IS THE IMAGE OF THE NIGHT. WHEN SHE HAD COME, SHE PRAYED FOR (THE REPENTANCE OF) BOTH THE SEED OF THE ARCHON OF THIS AEON, AND <THE> AUTHORITIES WHO HAD COME FORTH FROM HIM, THAT DEFILED (SEED) OF THE DEMON-BEGETTING GOD WHICH WILL BE DESTROYED, AND THE SEED OF ADAM AND THE GREAT SETH, WHICH IS LIKE THE SUN. THEN THE GREAT ANGEL HORMOS CAME TO PREPARE, THROUGH THE VIRGINS OF THE CORRUPTED SOWING OF THIS AEON, IN A LOGOS-BEGOTTEN, HOLY VESSEL, THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE SEED OF THE GREAT SETH. THEN THE GREAT SETH CAME AND BROUGHT HIS SEED. AND IT WAS SOWN IN THE AEONS WHICH HAD BEEN BROUGHT FORTH, THEIR NUMBER BEING THE AMOUNT OF SODOM. SOME SAY THAT SODOM IS THE PLACE OF PASTURE OF THE GREAT SETH, WHICH IS GOMORRAH. BUT OTHERS (SAY) THAT THE GREAT SETH TOOK HIS PLANT OUT OF GOMORRAH AND PLANTED IT IN THE SECOND PLACE, TO WHICH HE GAVE THE NAME 'SODOM'. THIS IS THE RACE WHICH CAME FORTH THROUGH EDOKLA. FOR SHE GAVE BIRTH THROUGH THE WORD, TO TRUTH AND JUSTICE, THE ORIGIN OF THE SEED OF THE ETERNAL LIFE, WHICH IS WITH THOSE WHO WILL PERSEVERE, BECAUSE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR EMANATION. THIS IS THE GREAT, INCORRUPTIBLE RACE WHICH HAS COME FORTH THROUGH THREE WORLDS TO THE WORLD. AND THE FLOOD CAME AS AN EXAMPLE, FOR THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AEON. BUT IT WILL BE SENT INTO THE WORLD BECAUSE OF THIS RACE. A CONFLAGRATION WILL COME UPON THE EARTH. AND GRACE WILL BE WITH THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE RACE, THROUGH THE PROPHETS AND THE GUARDIANS WHO GUARD THE LIFE OF THE RACE. BECAUSE OF THIS RACE, FAMINES WILL OCCUR, AND PLAGUES. BUT THESE THINGS WILL HAPPEN BECAUSE OF THE GREAT, INCORRUPTIBLE RACE. BECAUSE OF THIS RACE, TEMPTATIONS WILL COME, A FALSEHOOD OF FALSE PROPHETS. THEN THE GREAT SETH SAW THE ACTIVITY OF THE DEVIL, AND HIS MANY GUISES, AND HIS SCHEMES, WHICH WILL COME UPON HIS (SETH'S) INCORRUPTIBLE, IMMOVABLE RACE, AND THE PERSECUTIONS OF HIS POWERS AND HIS ANGELS, AND THEIR ERROR, THAT THEY ACTED AGAINST THEMSELVES. THEN THE GREAT SETH GAVE PRAISE TO THE GREAT, UNCALLABLE, VIRGINAL SPIRIT, AND THE MALE VIRGIN BARBELON, AND THE THRICE-MALE CHILD TELMAEL TELMAEL HELI HELI MACHAR MACHAR SETH, THE POWER WHICH REALLY TRULY LIVES, AND THE MALE VIRGIN YOUEL, AND ESEPHECH, THE HOLDER OF GLORY AND THE CROWN OF HIS GLORY, AND THE GREAT DOXOMEDON-AEON, AND THE THRONES WHICH ARE IN HIM, AND THE POWERS WHICH SURROUND THEM, AND THE WHOLE PLEROMA, AS I MENTIONED BEFORE. AND HE ASKED FOR GUARDS OVER HIS SEED. THEN THERE CAME FORTH FROM THE GREAT AEONS FOUR HUNDRED ETHEREAL ANGELS, ACCOMPANIED BY THE GREAT AEROSIEL AND THE GREAT SELMECHEL, TO GUARD THE GREAT, INCORRUPTIBLE RACE, ITS FRUIT, AND THE GREAT MEN OF THE GREAT SETH, FROM THE TIME AND THE MOMENT OF TRUTH AND JUSTICE, UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AEON AND ITS ARCHONS, THOSE WHOM THE GREAT JUDGES HAVE CONDEMNED TO DEATH. THEN THE GREAT SETH WAS SENT BY THE FOUR LIGHTS, BY THE WILL OF THE AUTOGENES AND THE WHOLE PLEROMA, THROUGH <THE GIFT> AND THE GOOD PLEASURE OF THE GREAT INVISIBLE SPIRIT, AND THE FIVE SEALS, AND THE WHOLE PLEROMA. HE PASSED THROUGH THE THREE PAROUSIAS WHICH I MENTIONED BEFORE: THE FLOOD, AND THE CONFLAGRATION, AND THE JUDGMENT OF THE ARCHONS AND THE POWERS AND THE AUTHORITIES, TO SAVE HER (THE RACE) WHO WENT ASTRAY, THROUGH THE RECONCILIATION OF THE WORLD, AND THE BAPTISM THROUGH A LOGOS-BEGOTTEN BODY WHICH THE GREAT SETH PREPARED FOR HIMSELF SECRETLY THROUGH THE VIRGIN, IN ORDER THAT THE SAINTS MAY BE BEGOTTEN BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, THROUGH INVISIBLE, SECRET SYMBOLS, THROUGH A RECONCILIATION OF THE WORLD WITH THE WORLD, THROUGH THE RENOUNCING OF THE WORLD, AND THE GOD OF THE THIRTEEN AEONS, AND (THROUGH) THE CONVOCATIONS OF THE SAINTS AND THE INEFFABLE ONES, AND (THROUGH) THE INCORRUPTIBLE BOSOM, AND (THROUGH) THE GREAT LIGHT OF THE FATHER, WHO PRE-EXISTED WITH HIS PROVIDENCE, AND ESTABLISHED THROUGH HER THE HOLY BAPTISM THAT SURPASSES THE HEAVEN, THROUGH THE INCORRUPTIBLE, LOGOS-BEGOTTEN ONE, EVEN JESUS THE LIVING ONE, EVEN HE WHOM THE GREAT SETH HAS PUT ON. AND THROUGH HIM, HE NAILED THE POWERS OF THE THIRTEEN AEONS, AND ESTABLISHED THOSE WHO ARE BROUGHT FORTH AND TAKEN AWAY. HE ARMED THEM WITH AN ARMOR OF KNOWLEDGE OF THIS TRUTH, WITH AN UNCONQUERABLE POWER OF INCORRUPTIBILITY. THERE APPEARED TO THEM THE GREAT ATTENDANT YESSEUS MAZAREUS YESSEDEKEUS, THE LIVING WATER, AND THE GREAT LEADERS, JAMES THE GREAT AND THEOPEMPTOS AND ISAOUEL, AND THEY WHO PRESIDE OVER THE SPRING OF TRUTH, MICHEUS AND MICHAR AND MNESINOUS, AND HE WHO PRESIDES OVER THE BAPTISM OF THE LIVING, AND THE PURIFIERS, AND SESENGENPHARANGES, AND THEY WHO PRESIDE OVER THE GATES OF THE WATERS, MICHEUS AND MICHAR, AND THEY WHO PRESIDE OVER THE MOUNTAIN, SELDAO AND ELAINOS, AND THE RECEIVERS OF THE GREAT RACE, THE INCORRUPTIBLE, MIGHTY MEN <OF> THE GREAT SETH, THE MINISTERS OF THE FOUR LIGHTS, THE GREAT GAMALIEL, THE GREAT GABRIEL, THE GREAT SAMBLO, AND THE GREAT ABRASAX, AND THEY WHO PRESIDE OVER THE SUN, ITS RISING, OLSES AND HYPNEUS AND HEURUMAIOUS, AND THEY WHO PRESIDE OVER THE ENTRANCE INTO THE REST OF ETERNAL LIFE, THE RULERS MIXANTHER AND MICHANOR, AND THEY WHO GUARD THE SOULS OF THE ELECT, AKRAMAS AND STREMPSOUCHOS, AND THE GREAT POWER HELI HELI MACHAR MACHAR SETH, AND THE GREAT INVISIBLE, UNCALLABLE, UNNAMEABLE, VIRGINAL SPIRIT, AND THE SILENCE, AND THE (FIRST) GREAT LIGHT HARMOZEL, THE PLACE OF THE LIVING AUTOGENES, THE GOD OF THE TRUTH, AND <HE> WHO IS WITH HIM, THE INCORRUPTIBLE MAN ADAMAS, THE SECOND, OROIAEL, THE PLACE OF THE GREAT SETH, AND JESUS, WHO POSSESSES THE LIFE, AND WHO CAME AND CRUCIFIED THAT WHICH IS IN THE LAW, THE THIRD, DAVITHE, THE PLACE OF THE SONS OF THE GREAT SETH, THE FOURTH, ELELETH, THE PLACE WHERE THE SOULS OF THE SONS ARE RESTING, THE FIFTH, YOEL, WHO PRESIDES OVER THE NAME OF HIM TO WHOM IT WILL BE GRANTED TO BAPTIZE WITH THE HOLY BAPTISM THAT SURPASSES THE HEAVEN, THE INCORRUPTIBLE ONE. BUT FROM NOW ON, THROUGH THE INCORRUPTIBLE MAN POIMAEL, AND THEY WHO ARE WORTHY OF (THE) INVOCATION, THE RENUNCIATIONS OF THE FIVE SEALS IN THE SPRING-BAPTISM, THESE WILL KNOW THEIR RECEIVERS AS THEY ARE INSTRUCTED ABOUT THEM, AND THEY WILL KNOW THEM (OR: BE KNOWN) BY THEM. THESE WILL BY NO MEANS TASTE DEATH. IE IEUS EO OU EO OUA! REALLY, TRULY, O YESSEUS MAZAREUS YESSEDEKEUS, O LIVING WATER, O CHILD OF THE CHILD, O GLORIOUS NAME! REALLY TRULY, AION O ON, (OR: O EXISTING AEON), IIII EEEE EEEE OOOO UUUU OOOO AAAA{A}. REALLY, TRULY, EI AAAA OOOO, O EXISTING ONE WHO SEES THE AEONS! REALLY, TRULY, AEE EEE IIII UUUUUU OOOOOOOO, WHO IS ETERNALLY ETERNAL! REALLY, TRULY, IEA AIO, IN THE HEART, WHO EXISTS, U AEI EIS AEI, EI O EI, EI OS EI (OR: (SON) FOREVER, YOU, ARE WHAT YOU ARE, YOU, ARE WHO YOU ARE)! THIS GREAT NAME OF YOURS IS UPON ME, O SELF-BEGOTTEN PERFECT ONE, WHO IS NOT OUTSIDE ME. I SEE YOU, O YOU WHO ARE VISIBLE TO EVERYONE. FOR WHO WILL BE ABLE TO COMPREHEND YOU IN ANOTHER TONGUE? NOW THAT I HAVE KNOWN YOU, I HAVE MIXED MYSELF WITH THE IMMUTABLE. I HAVE ARMED MYSELF WITH AN ARMOR OF LIGHT; I HAVE BECOME LIGHT! FOR THE MOTHER WAS AT THAT PLACE BECAUSE OF THE SPLENDID BEAUTY OF GRACE. THEREFORE, I HAVE STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS WHILE THEY WERE FOLDED. I WAS SHAPED IN THE CIRCLE OF THE RICHES OF THE LIGHT WHICH IS IN MY BOSOM, WHICH GIVES SHAPE TO THE MANY BEGOTTEN ONES IN THE LIGHT INTO WHICH NO COMPLAINT REACHES. I SHALL DECLARE YOUR GLORY TRULY, FOR I HAVE COMPREHENDED YOU, SOU IES IDE AEIO AEIE OIS, O AEON, AEON, O GOD OF SILENCE! I HONOR YOU COMPLETELY. YOU ARE MY PLACE OF REST, O SON ES ES O E, THE FORMLESS ONE WHO EXISTS IN THE FORMLESS ONES, WHO EXISTS RAISING UP THE MAN IN WHOM YOU WILL PURIFY ME INTO YOUR LIFE, ACCORDING TO YOUR IMPERISHABLE NAME. THEREFORE, THE INCENSE OF LIFE IS IN ME. I MIXED IT WITH WATER AFTER THE MODEL OF ALL ARCHONS, IN ORDER THAT I MAY LIVE WITH YOU IN THE PEACE OF THE SAINTS, YOU WHO EXIST REALLY TRULY FOREVER. THIS IS THE BOOK WHICH THE GREAT SETH WROTE, AND PLACED IN HIGH MOUNTAINS ON WHICH THE SUN HAS NOT RISEN, NOR IS IT POSSIBLE (THAT IT SHOULD DO SO). AND SINCE THE DAYS OF THE PROPHETS AND THE APOSTLES AND THE PREACHERS, THE NAME HAS NOT AT ALL RISEN UPON THEIR HEARTS, NOR IS IT POSSIBLE (THAT IT SHOULD DO SO). AND THEIR EAR HAS NOT HEARD IT. THE GREAT SETH WROTE THIS BOOK WITH LETTERS IN ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS. HE PLACED IT IN THE MOUNTAIN THAT IS CALLED 'CHARAXIO,' IN ORDER THAT, AT THE END OF THE TIMES AND THE ERAS, BY THE WILL OF THE DIVINE AUTOGENES AND THE WHOLE PLEROMA, THROUGH THE GIFT OF THE UNTRACEABLE, UNTHINKABLE, FATHERLY LOVE, IT MAY COME FORTH AND REVEAL THIS INCORRUPTIBLE, HOLY RACE OF THE GREAT SAVIOR, AND THOSE WHO DWELL WITH THEM IN LOVE, AND THE GREAT, INVISIBLE, ETERNAL SPIRIT, AND HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, AND THE ETERNAL LIGHT, AND HIS GREAT, INCORRUPTIBLE CONSORT, AND THE INCORRUPTIBLE SOPHIA, AND THE BARBELON, AND THE WHOLE PLEROMA IN ETERNITY. AMEN. THE GOSPEL OF <THE> EGYPTIANS. THE GOD-WRITTEN, HOLY, SECRET BOOK. GRACE, UNDERSTANDING, PERCEPTION, (AND) PRUDENCE (BE) WITH HIM WHO HAS WRITTEN IT - EUGNOSTOS THE BELOVED, IN THE SPIRIT - IN THE FLESH, MY NAME IS GONGESSOS - AND MY FELLOW LIGHTS IN INCORRUPTIBILITY. JESUS CHRIST, SON OF GOD, SAVIOR, ICHTHUS. GOD-WRITTEN (IS) THE HOLY BOOK OF THE GREAT, INVISIBLE SPIRIT. AMEN. THE HOLY BOOK OF THE GREAT INVISIBLE SPIRIT.  AMEN.  
THE GOSPEL OF PHILIP
A HEBREW MAKES ANOTHER HEBREW, AND SUCH A PERSON IS CALLED "PROSELYTE". BUT A PROSELYTE DOES NOT MAKE ANOTHER PROSELYTE. [...] JUST AS THEY [...] AND MAKE OTHERS LIKE THEMSELVES, WHILE OTHERS SIMPLY EXIST. THE SLAVE SEEKS ONLY TO BE FREE, BUT HE DOES NOT HOPE TO ACQUIRE THE ESTATE OF HIS MASTER. BUT THE SON IS NOT ONLY A SON BUT LAYS CLAIM TO THE INHERITANCE OF THE FATHER. THOSE WHO ARE HEIRS TO THE DEAD ARE THEMSELVES DEAD, AND THEY INHERIT THE DEAD. THOSE WHO ARE HEIRS TO WHAT IS LIVING ARE ALIVE, AND THEY ARE HEIRS TO BOTH WHAT IS LIVING AND THE DEAD. THE DEAD ARE HEIRS TO NOTHING. FOR HOW CAN HE WHO IS DEAD INHERIT? IF HE WHO IS DEAD INHERITS WHAT IS LIVING, HE WILL NOT DIE, BUT HE WHO IS DEAD WILL LIVE EVEN MORE. A GENTILE DOES NOT DIE, FOR HE HAS NEVER LIVED IN ORDER THAT HE MAY DIE. HE WHO HAS BELIEVED IN THE TRUTH HAS FOUND LIFE, AND THIS ONE IS IN DANGER OF DYING, FOR HE IS ALIVE. SINCE CHRIST CAME, THE WORLD HAS BEEN CREATED, THE CITIES ADORNED, THE DEAD CARRIED OUT. WHEN WE WERE HEBREWS, WE WERE ORPHANS AND HAD ONLY OUR MOTHER, BUT WHEN WE BECAME CHRISTIANS, WE HAD BOTH FATHER AND MOTHER. THOSE WHO SOW IN WINTER REAP IN SUMMER. THE WINTER IS THE WORLD, THE SUMMER THE OTHER AEON (ETERNAL REALM). LET US SOW IN THE WORLD THAT WE MAY REAP IN THE SUMMER. BECAUSE OF THIS, IT IS FITTING FOR US NOT TO PRAY IN THE WINTER. SUMMER FOLLOWS WINTER. BUT IF ANY MAN, REAP IN WINTER HE WILL NOT ACTUALLY REAP BUT ONLY PLUCK OUT, SINCE IT WILL NOT PROVIDE A HARVEST FOR SUCH A PERSON. IT IS NOT ONLY [...] THAT IT WILL [...] COME FORTH, BUT ALSO ON THE SABBATH [...] IS BARREN. CHRIST CAME TO RANSOM SOME, TO SAVE OTHERS, TO REDEEM OTHERS. HE RANSOMED THOSE WHO WERE STRANGERS AND MADE THEM HIS OWN. AND HE SET HIS OWN APART, THOSE WHOM HE GAVE AS A PLEDGE ACCORDING TO HIS PLAN. IT WAS NOT ONLY WHEN HE APPEARED THAT HE VOLUNTARILY LAID DOWN HIS LIFE, BUT HE VOLUNTARILY LAID DOWN HIS LIFE FROM THE VERY DAY THE WORLD CAME INTO BEING. THEN HE CAME FIRST IN ORDER TO TAKE IT, SINCE IT HAD BEEN GIVEN AS A PLEDGE. IT FELL INTO THE HANDS OF ROBBERS AND WAS TAKEN CAPTIVE, BUT HE SAVED IT. HE REDEEMED THE GOOD PEOPLE IN THE WORLD AS WELL AS THE EVIL. LIGHT AND DARKNESS, LIFE AND DEATH, RIGHT AND LEFT, ARE BROTHERS OF ONE ANOTHER. THEY ARE INSEPARABLE. BECAUSE OF THIS NEITHER ARE THE GOOD GOOD, NOR EVIL EVIL, NOR IS LIFE LIFE, NOR DEATH DEATH. FOR THIS REASON, EACH ONE WILL DISSOLVE INTO ITS EARLIEST ORIGIN. BUT THOSE WHO ARE EXALTED ABOVE THE WORLD ARE INDISSOLUBLE, ETERNAL. NAMES GIVEN TO THE WORLDLY ARE VERY DECEPTIVE, FOR THEY DIVERT OUR THOUGHTS FROM WHAT IS CORRECT TO WHAT IS INCORRECT. THUS, ONE WHO HEARS THE WORD "GOD" DOES NOT PERCEIVE WHAT IS CORRECT, BUT PERCEIVES WHAT IS INCORRECT. SO ALSO, WITH "THE FATHER" AND "THE SON" AND "THE HOLY SPIRIT" AND "LIFE" AND "LIGHT" AND "RESURRECTION" AND "THE CHURCH (EKKLESIA)" AND ALL THE REST - PEOPLE DO NOT PERCEIVE WHAT IS CORRECT BUT THEY PERCEIVE WHAT IS INCORRECT, UNLESS THEY HAVE COME TO KNOW WHAT IS CORRECT. THE NAMES WHICH ARE HEARD ARE IN THE WORLD [...] DECEIVE. IF THEY WERE IN THE AEON (ETERNAL REALM), THEY WOULD AT NO TIME BE USED AS NAMES IN THE WORLD. NOR WERE THEY SET AMONG WORLDLY THINGS. THEY HAVE AN END IN THE AEON. ONE SINGLE NAME IS NOT UTTERED IN THE WORLD, THE NAME WHICH THE FATHER GAVE TO THE SON; IT IS THE NAME ABOVE ALL THINGS: THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. FOR THE SON WOULD NOT BECOME FATHER UNLESS HE WORE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]. THOSE WHO HAVE THIS NAME KNOW IT, BUT THEY DO NOT SPEAK IT. BUT THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE IT DO NOT KNOW IT. BUT TRUTH BROUGHT NAMES INTO EXISTENCE IN THE WORLD FOR OUR SAKES, BECAUSE IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO LEARN IT (TRUTH) WITHOUT THESE NAMES. TRUTH IS ONE SINGLE THING; IT IS MANY THINGS AND FOR OUR SAKES TO TEACH ABOUT THIS ONE THING IN LOVE THROUGH MANY THINGS. THE RULERS (ARCHONS) WANTED TO DECEIVE MAN, SINCE THEY SAW THAT HE HAD A KINSHIP WITH THOSE THAT ARE TRULY GOOD. THEY TOOK THE NAME OF THOSE THAT ARE GOOD AND GAVE IT TO THOSE THAT ARE NOT GOOD, SO THAT THROUGH THE NAMES THEY MIGHT DECEIVE HIM AND BIND THEM TO THOSE THAT ARE NOT GOOD. AND AFTERWARD, WHAT A FAVOR THEY DO FOR THEM! THEY MAKE THEM BE REMOVED FROM THOSE THAT ARE NOT GOOD AND PLACE THEM AMONG THOSE THAT ARE GOOD. THESE THINGS THEY KNEW, FOR THEY WANTED TO TAKE THE FREE MAN AND MAKE HIM A SLAVE TO THEM FOREVER. THESE ARE POWERS WHICH [...] MAN, NOT WISHING HIM TO BE SAVED, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY [...]. FOR IF MAN IS SAVED, THERE WILL NOT BE ANY SACRIFICES [...] AND ANIMALS WILL NOT BE OFFERED TO THE POWERS. INDEED, THE ANIMALS WERE THE ONES TO WHOM THEY SACRIFICED. THEY WERE INDEED OFFERING THEM UP ALIVE, BUT WHEN THEY OFFERED THEM UP, THEY DIED. AS FOR MAN, THEY OFFERED HIM UP TO GOD DEAD, AND HE LIVED. BEFORE CHRIST CAME, THERE WAS NO BREAD IN THE WORLD, JUST AS PARADISE, THE PLACE WHERE ADAM WAS, HAD MANY TREES TO NOURISH THE ANIMALS BUT NO WHEAT TO SUSTAIN MAN. MAN USED TO FEED LIKE THE ANIMALS, BUT WHEN CHRIST CAME, THE PERFECT MAN, HE BROUGHT BREAD FROM HEAVEN IN ORDER THAT MAN MIGHT BE NOURISHED WITH THE FOOD OF MAN. THE RULERS THOUGHT THAT IT WAS BY THEIR OWN POWER AND WILL THAT THEY WERE DOING WHAT THEY DID, BUT THE HOLY SPIRIT IN SECRET WAS ACCOMPLISHING EVERYTHING THROUGH THEM AS IT WISHED. TRUTH, WHICH EXISTED SINCE THE BEGINNING, IS SOWN EVERYWHERE. AND MANY SEE IT BEING SOWN, BUT FEW ARE THEY WHO SEE IT BEING REAPED. SOME SAID, "MARY CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT." THEY ARE IN ERROR. THEY DO NOT KNOW WHAT THEY ARE SAYING. WHEN DID A WOMAN EVER CONCEIVE BY A WOMAN? MARY IS THE VIRGIN WHOM NO POWER DEFILED. SHE IS A GREAT ANATHEMA TO THE HEBREWS, WHO ARE THE APOSTLES AND THE APOSTOLIC MEN. THIS VIRGIN WHOM NO POWER DEFILED [...] THE POWERS DEFILE THEMSELVES. AND THE LORD WOULD NOT HAVE SAID "MY FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN" (MT 16:17), UNLESS HE HAD HAD ANOTHER FATHER, BUT HE WOULD HAVE SAID SIMPLY "MY FATHER." THE LORD SAID TO THE DISCIPLES, "[...] FROM EVERY HOUSE, BRING INTO THE HOUSE OF THE FATHER. BUT DO NOT TAKE (ANYTHING) IN THE HOUSE OF THE FATHER NOR CARRY IT OFF." "JESUS" IS A HIDDEN NAME, "CHRIST" IS A REVEALED NAME. FOR THIS REASON, "JESUS" IS NOT PARTICULAR TO ANY LANGUAGE; RATHER HE IS ALWAYS CALLED BY THE NAME "JESUS". WHILE AS FOR "CHRIST", IN SYRIAC IT IS "MESSIAH", IN GREEK IT IS "CHRIST". CERTAINLY, ALL THE OTHERS HAVE IT ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN LANGUAGE. "THE NAZARENE" IS HE WHO REVEALS WHAT IS HIDDEN. CHRIST HAS EVERYTHING IN HIMSELF, WHETHER MAN, OR ANGEL, OR MYSTERY, AND THE FATHER. THOSE WHO SAY THAT THE LORD DIED FIRST AND (THEN) ROSE UP ARE IN ERROR, FOR HE ROSE UP FIRST AND (THEN) DIED. IF ONE DOES NOT FIRST ATTAIN THE RESURRECTION, HE WILL NOT DIE. AS GOD LIVES, HE WOULD [...]. NO ONE WILL HIDE A LARGE VALUABLE OBJECT IN SOMETHING LARGE, BUT MANY A TIME ONE HAS TOSSED COUNTLESS THOUSANDS INTO A THING WORTH A PENNY. COMPARE THE SOUL. IT IS A PRECIOUS THING AND IT CAME TO BE IN A CONTEMPTIBLE BODY. SOME ARE AFRAID LEST THEY RISE NAKED. BECAUSE OF THIS THEY WISH TO RISE IN THE FLESH, AND THEY DO NOT KNOW THAT IT IS THOSE WHO WEAR THE FLESH WHO ARE NAKED. IT IS THOSE WHO [...] TO UNCLOTHE THEMSELVES WHO ARE NOT NAKED. "FLESH AND BLOOD SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD" (1 CO 15:50). WHAT IS THIS WHICH WILL NOT INHERIT? THIS WHICH IS ON US. BUT WHAT IS THIS, TOO, WHICH WILL INHERIT? IT IS THAT WHICH BELONGS TO JESUS AND HIS BLOOD. BECAUSE OF THIS HE SAID "HE WHO SHALL NOT EAT MY FLESH AND DRINK MY BLOOD HAS NOT LIFE IN HIM" (JN 6:53). WHAT IS IT? HIS FLESH IS THE WORD, AND HIS BLOOD IS THE HOLY SPIRIT. HE WHO HAS RECEIVED THESE HAS FOOD AND HE, HAS DRINK AND CLOTHING. I FIND FAULT WITH THE OTHERS WHO SAY THAT IT WILL NOT RISE. THEN BOTH OF THEM ARE AT FAULT. YOU SAY THAT THE FLESH WILL NOT RISE. BUT TELL ME WHAT WILL RISE, THAT WE MAY HONOR YOU. YOU SAY THE SPIRIT IN THE FLESH, AND IT IS ALSO THIS LIGHT IN THE FLESH. (BUT) THIS TOO IS A MATTER WHICH IS IN THE FLESH, FOR WHATEVER YOU SHALL SAY, YOU SAY NOTHING OUTSIDE THE FLESH. IT IS NECESSARY TO RISE IN THIS FLESH, SINCE EVERYTHING EXISTS IN IT. IN THIS WORLD, THOSE WHO PUT ON GARMENTS ARE BETTER THAN THE GARMENTS. IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, THE GARMENTS ARE BETTER THAN THOSE THAT PUT THEM ON. IT IS THROUGH WATER AND FIRE THAT THE WHOLE PLACE IS PURIFIED - THE VISIBLE BY THE VISIBLE, THE HIDDEN BY THE HIDDEN. THERE ARE SOME THINGS HIDDEN THROUGH THOSE VISIBLE. THERE IS WATER IN WATER, THERE IS FIRE IN CHRISM. JESUS TOOK THEM ALL BY STEALTH, FOR HE DID NOT APPEAR AS HE WAS, BUT IN THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO SEE HIM. HE APPEARED TO THEM ALL. HE APPEARED TO THE GREAT AS GREAT. HE APPEARED TO THE SMALL AS SMALL. HE APPEARED TO THE ANGELS AS AN ANGEL, AND TO MEN AS A MAN. BECAUSE OF THIS, HIS WORD HID ITSELF FROM EVERYONE. SOME INDEED SAW HIM, THINKING THAT THEY WERE SEEING THEMSELVES, BUT WHEN HE APPEARED TO HIS DISCIPLES IN GLORY ON THE MOUNT, HE WAS NOT SMALL. HE BECAME GREAT, BUT HE MADE THE DISCIPLES GREAT, THAT THEY MIGHT BE ABLE TO SEE HIM IN HIS GREATNESS. HE SAID ON THAT DAY IN THE THANKSGIVING, "YOU WHO HAVE JOINED THE PERFECT LIGHT WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, UNITE THE ANGELS WITH US ALSO, AS BEING THE IMAGES." DO NOT DESPISE THE LAMB, FOR WITHOUT IT, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO SEE THE KING. NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO GO IN TO THE KING IF HE IS NAKED. THE HEAVENLY MAN HAS MANY MORE SONS THAN THE EARTHLY MAN. IF THE SONS OF ADAM ARE MANY, ALTHOUGH THEY DIE, HOW MUCH MORE THE SONS OF THE PERFECT MAN, THEY WHO DO NOT DIE BUT ARE ALWAYS BEGOTTEN. THE FATHER MAKES A SON, AND THE SON HAS NOT THE POWER TO MAKE A SON. FOR HE WHO HAS BEEN BEGOTTEN HAS NOT THE POWER TO BEGET, BUT THE SON GETS BROTHERS FOR HIMSELF, NOT SONS. ALL WHO ARE BEGOTTEN IN THE WORLD ARE BEGOTTEN IN A NATURAL WAY, AND THE OTHERS ARE NOURISHED FROM THE PLACE WHENCE THEY HAVE BEEN BORN. IT IS FROM BEING PROMISED TO THE HEAVENLY PLACE THAT MAN RECEIVES NOURISHMENT. [...] HIM FROM THE MOUTH. AND HAD THE WORD GONE OUT FROM THAT PLACE, IT WOULD BE NOURISHED FROM THE MOUTH AND IT WOULD BECOME PERFECT. FOR IT IS BY A KISS THAT THE PERFECT CONCEIVE AND GIVE BIRTH. FOR THIS REASON, WE ALSO KISS ONE ANOTHER. WE RECEIVE CONCEPTION FROM THE GRACE WHICH IS IN ONE ANOTHER. THERE WERE THREE WHO ALWAYS WALKED WITH THE LORD: MARY, HIS MOTHER, AND HER SISTER, AND MAGDALENE, THE ONE WHO WAS CALLED HIS COMPANION. HIS SISTER AND HIS MOTHER AND HIS COMPANION WERE EACH A MARY. "THE FATHER" AND "THE SON" ARE SINGLE NAMES; "THE HOLY SPIRIT" IS A DOUBLE NAME. FOR THEY ARE EVERYWHERE: THEY ARE ABOVE, THEY ARE BELOW; THEY ARE IN THE CONCEALED, THEY ARE IN THE REVEALED. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS IN THE REVEALED: IT IS BELOW. IT IS IN THE CONCEALED: IT IS ABOVE. THE SAINTS ARE SERVED BY EVIL POWERS, FOR THEY ARE BLINDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT INTO THINKING THAT THEY ARE SERVING AN (ORDINARY) MAN WHENEVER THEY DO SO FOR THE SAINTS. BECAUSE OF THIS, A DISCIPLE ASKED THE LORD ONE DAY FOR SOMETHING OF THIS WORLD. HE SAID TO HIM, "ASK YOUR MOTHER, AND SHE WILL GIVE YOU OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE ANOTHER'S." THE APOSTLES SAID TO THE DISCIPLES, "MAY OUR ENTIRE OFFERING OBTAIN SALT." THEY CALLED SOPHIA "SALT". WITHOUT IT, NO OFFERING IS ACCEPTABLE. BUT SOPHIA IS BARREN, WITHOUT CHILD. FOR THIS REASON, SHE IS CALLED "A TRACE OF SALT". WHEREVER THEY WILL [...] IN THEIR OWN WAY, THE HOLY SPIRIT [...], AND HER CHILDREN ARE MANY. WHAT THE FATHER POSSESSES BELONGS TO THE SON, AND THE SON HIMSELF, SO LONG AS HE IS SMALL, IS NOT ENTRUSTED WITH WHAT IS HIS. BUT WHEN HE BECOMES A MAN, HIS FATHER GIVES HIM ALL THAT HE POSSESSES. THOSE WHO HAVE GONE ASTRAY, WHOM THE SPIRIT BEGETS, USUALLY GO ASTRAY ALSO BECAUSE OF THE SPIRIT. THUS, BY ONE AND THE SAME BREATH, THE FIRE BLAZES AND IS PUT OUT. ECHAMOTH IS ONE THING AND ECHMOTH, ANOTHER. ECHAMOTH IS WISDOM SIMPLY, BUT ECHMOTH IS THE WISDOM OF DEATH, WHICH IS THE ONE WHO KNOWS DEATH, WHICH IS CALLED "THE LITTLE WISDOM." THERE ARE DOMESTIC ANIMALS, LIKE THE BULL AND THE ASS AND OTHERS OF THIS KIND. OTHERS ARE WILD AND LIVE APART IN THE DESERTS. MAN PLOUGHS THE FIELD BY MEANS OF THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS, AND FROM THIS HE IS NOURISHED, HE AND THE ANIMALS, WHETHER TAME OR WILD. COMPARE THE PERFECT MAN. IT IS THROUGH POWERS WHICH ARE SUBMISSIVE THAT HE PLOUGHS, PREPARING FOR EVERYTHING TO COME INTO BEING. FOR IT IS BECAUSE OF THIS THAT THE WHOLE PLACE STANDS, WHETHER THE GOOD OR THE EVIL, THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT. THE HOLY SPIRIT SHEPHERDS EVERYONE AND RULES ALL THE POWERS, THE "TAME" ONES AND THE "WILD" ONES, AS WELL AS THOSE WHICH ARE UNIQUE. FOR INDEED HE [...] SHUTS THEM IN, IN ORDER THAT [...] WISH, THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ESCAPE. HE WHO HAS BEEN CREATED IS BEAUTIFUL, BUT YOU WOULD <NOT> FIND HIS SONS NOBLE CREATIONS. IF HE WERE NOT CREATED, BUT BEGOTTEN, YOU WOULD FIND THAT HIS SEED WAS NOBLE. BUT NOW HE WAS CREATED (AND) HE BEGOT. WHAT NOBILITY IS THIS? FIRST, ADULTERY CAME INTO BEING, AFTERWARD MURDER. AND HE WAS BEGOTTEN IN ADULTERY, FOR HE WAS THE CHILD OF THE SERPENT. SO, HE BECAME A MURDERER, JUST LIKE HIS FATHER, AND HE KILLED HIS BROTHER. INDEED, EVERY ACT OF SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WHICH HAS OCCURRED BETWEEN THOSE UNLIKE ONE ANOTHER IS ADULTERY. GOD IS A DYER. AS THE GOOD DYES, WHICH ARE CALLED "TRUE", DISSOLVE WITH THE THINGS DYED IN THEM, SO IT IS WITH THOSE WHOM GOD HAS DYED. SINCE HIS DYES ARE IMMORTAL, THEY BECOME IMMORTAL BY MEANS OF HIS COLORS. NOW GOD DIPS WHAT HE DIPS IN WATER. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR ANYONE TO SEE ANYTHING OF THE THINGS THAT ACTUALLY EXIST UNLESS HE BECOMES LIKE THEM. THIS IS NOT THE WAY WITH MAN IN THE WORLD: HE SEES THE SUN WITHOUT BEING A SUN; AND HE SEES THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND ALL OTHER THINGS, BUT HE IS NOT THESE THINGS. THIS IS QUITE IN KEEPING WITH THE TRUTH. BUT YOU SAW SOMETHING OF THAT PLACE, AND YOU BECAME THOSE THINGS. YOU SAW THE SPIRIT, YOU BECAME SPIRIT. YOU SAW CHRIST, YOU BECAME CHRIST. YOU SAW THE FATHER, YOU SHALL BECOME FATHER. SO, IN THIS PLACE YOU SEE EVERYTHING AND DO NOT SEE YOURSELF, BUT IN THAT PLACE, YOU DO SEE YOURSELF - AND WHAT YOU SEE YOU SHALL BECOME. FAITH RECEIVES, LOVE GIVES. NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO RECEIVE WITHOUT FAITH. NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO GIVE WITHOUT LOVE. BECAUSE OF THIS, IN ORDER THAT WE MAY INDEED RECEIVE, WE BELIEVE, AND IN ORDER THAT WE MAY LOVE, WE GIVE, SINCE IF ONE GIVES WITHOUT LOVE, HE HAS NO PROFIT FROM WHAT HE HAS GIVEN. HE WHO HAS RECEIVED SOMETHING OTHER THAN THE LORD IS STILL A HEBREW. THE APOSTLES WHO WERE BEFORE US HAD THESE NAMES FOR HIM: "JESUS, THE NAZOREAN, MESSIAH", THAT IS, "JESUS, THE NAZOREAN, THE CHRIST". THE LAST NAME IS "CHRIST", THE FIRST IS "JESUS", THAT IN THE MIDDLE IS "THE NAZARENE". "MESSIAH" HAS TWO MEANINGS, BOTH "THE CHRIST" AND "THE MEASURED". "JESUS" IN HEBREW IS "THE REDEMPTION". "NAZARA" IS "THE TRUTH". "THE NAZARENE" THEN, IS "THE TRUTH". "CHRIST" [...] HAS BEEN MEASURED. "THE NAZARENE" AND "JESUS" ARE THEY WHO HAVE BEEN MEASURED. WHEN THE PEARL IS CAST DOWN INTO THE MUD, IT BECOMES GREATLY DESPISED, NOR IF IT IS ANOINTED WITH BALSAM OIL WILL IT BECOME MORE PRECIOUS. BUT IT ALWAYS HAS VALUE IN THE EYES OF ITS OWNER. COMPARE THE SONS OF GOD: WHEREVER THEY MAY BE, THEY STILL HAVE VALUE IN THE EYES OF THEIR FATHER. IF YOU SAY, "I AM A JEW," NO ONE WILL BE MOVED. IF YOU SAY, "I AM A ROMAN," NO ONE WILL BE DISTURBED. IF YOU SAY, "I AM A GREEK, A BARBARIAN, A SLAVE, A FREE MAN," NO ONE WILL BE TROUBLED. IF YOU SAY, "I AM A CHRISTIAN," THE [...] WILL TREMBLE. WOULD THAT I MIGHT [...] LIKE THAT - THE PERSON WHOSE NAME [...] WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ENDURE HEARING. [SEXUAL] GOD IS A MAN-EATER. FOR THIS REASON, MEN ARE SACRIFICED TO HIM. BEFORE MEN WERE SACRIFICED, ANIMALS WERE BEING SACRIFICED, SINCE THOSE TO WHOM THEY WERE SACRIFICED WERE NOT GODS. GLASS DECANTERS AND EARTHENWARE JUGS ARE BOTH MADE BY MEANS OF FIRE. BUT IF GLASS DECANTERS BREAK, THEY ARE DONE OVER, FOR THEY CAME INTO BEING THROUGH A BREATH. IF EARTHENWARE JUGS BREAK, HOWEVER, THEY ARE DESTROYED, FOR THEY CAME INTO BEING WITHOUT BREATH. AN ASS WHICH TURNS A MILLSTONE DID A HUNDRED MILES WALKING. WHEN IT WAS LOOSED, IT FOUND THAT IT WAS STILL AT THE SAME PLACE. THERE ARE MEN WHO MAKE MANY JOURNEYS, BUT MAKE NO PROGRESS TOWARDS ANY DESTINATION. WHEN EVENING CAME UPON THEM, THEY SAW NEITHER CITY NOR VILLAGE, NEITHER HUMAN ARTIFACT NOR NATURAL PHENOMENON, POWER NOR ANGEL. IN VAIN HAVE THE WRETCHES LABORED. THE EUCHARIST IS JESUS. FOR HE IS CALLED IN SYRIAC "PHARISATHA," WHICH IS "THE ONE WHO IS SPREAD OUT," FOR JESUS CAME TO CRUCIFY THE WORLD. THE LORD WENT INTO THE DYE WORKS OF LEVI. HE TOOK SEVENTY-TWO DIFFERENT COLORS AND THREW THEM INTO THE VAT. HE TOOK THEM OUT ALL WHITE. AND HE SAID, "EVEN SO HAS THE SON OF MAN COME AS A DYER." AS FOR THE WISDOM WHO IS CALLED "THE BARREN," SHE IS THE MOTHER OF THE ANGELS. AND THE COMPANION OF THE [...] MARY MAGDALENE. [...] LOVED HER MORE THAN ALL THE DISCIPLES, AND USED TO KISS HER OFTEN ON HER MOUTH. THE REST OF THE DISCIPLES [...]. THEY SAID TO HIM "WHY DO YOU LOVE HER MORE THAN ALL OF US?" THE SAVIOR ANSWERED AND SAID TO THEM,"WHY DO I NOT LOVE YOU LIKE HER? WHEN A BLIND MAN AND ONE WHO SEES ARE BOTH TOGETHER IN DARKNESS, THEY ARE NO DIFFERENT FROM ONE ANOTHER. WHEN THE LIGHT COMES, THEN HE WHO SEES WILL SEE THE LIGHT, AND HE WHO IS BLIND WILL REMAIN IN DARKNESS." THE LORD SAID, "BLESSED IS HE WHO IS BEFORE HE CAME INTO BEING. FOR HE WHO IS, HAS BEEN AND SHALL BE." THE SUPERIORITY OF MAN IS NOT OBVIOUS TO THE EYE, BUT LIES IN WHAT IS HIDDEN FROM VIEW. CONSEQUENTLY, HE HAS MASTERY OVER THE ANIMALS WHICH ARE STRONGER THAN HE IS AND GREAT IN TERMS OF THE OBVIOUS AND THE HIDDEN. THIS ENABLES THEM TO SURVIVE. BUT IF MAN IS SEPARATED FROM THEM, THEY SLAY ONE ANOTHER AND BITE ONE ANOTHER. THEY ATE ONE ANOTHER BECAUSE THEY DID NOT FIND ANY FOOD. BUT NOW THEY HAVE FOUND FOOD BECAUSE MAN TILLED THE SOIL. IF ONE GOES DOWN INTO THE WATER AND COMES UP WITHOUT HAVING RECEIVED ANYTHING, AND SAYS "I AM A CHRISTIAN," HE HAS BORROWED THE NAME AT INTEREST. BUT IF HE RECEIVES THE HOLY SPIRIT, HE HAS THE NAME AS A GIFT. HE WHO HAS RECEIVED A GIFT DOES NOT HAVE TO GIVE IT BACK, BUT OF HIM WHO HAS BORROWED IT AT INTEREST, PAYMENT IS DEMANDED. THIS IS THE WAY IT HAPPENS TO ONE WHEN HE EXPERIENCES A MYSTERY. GREAT IS THE MYSTERY OF MARRIAGE! FOR WITHOUT IT, THE WORLD WOULD NOT EXIST. NOW THE EXISTENCE OF THE WORLD [...], AND THE EXISTENCE OF [...] MARRIAGE. THINK OF THE [...] RELATIONSHIP, FOR IT POSSESSES [...] POWER. ITS IMAGE CONSISTS OF A DEFILEMENT. THE FORMS OF EVIL SPIRIT INCLUDE MALE ONES AND FEMALE ONES. THE MALES ARE THEY WHICH UNITE WITH THE SOULS WHICH INHABIT A FEMALE FORM, BUT THE FEMALES ARE THEY WHICH ARE MINGLED WITH THOSE IN A MALE FORM, THOUGH ONE WHO WAS DISOBEDIENT. AND NONE SHALL BE ABLE TO ESCAPE THEM, SINCE THEY DETAIN HIM IF HE DOES NOT RECEIVE A MALE POWER OR A FEMALE POWER, THE BRIDEGROOM AND THE BRIDE. ONE RECEIVES THEM FROM THE MIRRORED BRIDAL CHAMBER. WHEN THE WANTON WOMEN SEE A MALE SITTING ALONE, THEY LEAP DOWN ON HIM AND PLAY WITH HIM AND DEFILE HIM. SO ALSO, THE LECHEROUS MEN, WHEN THEY SEE A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN SITTING ALONE, THEY PERSUADE HER AND COMPEL HER, WISHING TO DEFILE HER. BUT IF THEY SEE THE MAN AND HIS WIFE SITTING BESIDE ONE ANOTHER, THE FEMALE CANNOT COME INTO THE MAN, NOR CAN THE MALE COME INTO THE WOMAN. SO, IF THE IMAGE AND THE ANGEL ARE UNITED WITH ONE ANOTHER, NEITHER CAN ANY VENTURE TO GO INTO THE MAN OR THE WOMAN. HE WHO COMES OUT OF THE WORLD, AND SO CAN NO LONGER BE DETAINED ON THE GROUNDS THAT HE WAS IN THE WORLD, EVIDENTLY IS ABOVE THE DESIRE OF THE [...] AND FEAR. HE IS MASTER OVER [...]. HE IS SUPERIOR TO ENVY. IF [...] COMES, THEY SEIZE HIM AND THROTTLE HIM. AND HOW WILL THIS ONE BE ABLE TO ESCAPE THE GREAT [...] POWERS? HOW WILL HE BE ABLE TO [...]? THERE ARE SOME WHO SAY, "WE ARE FAITHFUL" IN ORDER THAT [...] THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS AND THE DEMONS. FOR IF THEY HAD THE HOLY SPIRIT, NO UNCLEAN SPIRIT WOULD CLEAVE TO THEM. FEAR NOT THE FLESH NOR LOVE IT. IF YOU FEAR IT, IT WILL GAIN MASTERY OVER YOU. IF YOU LOVE IT, IT WILL SWALLOW AND PARALYZE YOU. AND SO, HE DWELLS EITHER IN THIS WORLD OR IN THE RESURRECTION OR IN THE MIDDLE PLACE. GOD FORBID THAT I BE FOUND IN THERE! IN THIS WORLD, THERE IS GOOD AND EVIL. ITS GOOD THINGS ARE NOT GOOD, AND ITS EVIL THINGS NOT EVIL. BUT THERE IS EVIL AFTER THIS WORLD WHICH IS TRULY EVIL - WHAT IS CALLED "THE MIDDLE". IT IS DEATH. WHILE WE ARE IN THIS WORLD, IT IS FITTING FOR US TO ACQUIRE THE RESURRECTION, SO THAT WHEN WE STRIP OFF THE FLESH, WE MAY BE FOUND IN REST AND NOT WALK IN THE MIDDLE. FOR MANY GO ASTRAY ON THE WAY. FOR IT IS GOOD TO COME FORTH FROM THE WORLD BEFORE ONE HAS SINNED. THERE ARE SOME WHO NEITHER WILL NOR HAVE THE POWER TO; AND OTHERS WHO, IF THEY WILL, DO NOT PROFIT; FOR THEY DID NOT ACT SINCE [...] MAKES THEM SINNERS. AND IF THEY DO NOT WILL, JUSTICE WILL ELUDE THEM IN BOTH CASES: AND IT IS ALWAYS A MATTER OF THE WILL, NOT THE ACT. AN APOSTOLIC MAN IN A VISION SAW SOME PEOPLE SHUT UP IN A HOUSE OF FIRE AND BOUND WITH FIERY [...], LYING [...] FLAMING [...], THEM IN [...] FAITH [...]. AND HE SAID TO THEM, "[...] ABLE TO BE SAVED?" [...], "THEY DID NOT DESIRE IT. THEY RECEIVED [...] PUNISHMENT, WHAT IS CALLED 'THE [...] DARKNESS', BECAUSE HE [...]." IT IS FROM WATER AND FIRE THAT THE SOUL AND THE SPIRIT CAME INTO BEING. IT IS FROM WATER AND FIRE AND LIGHT THAT THE SON OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER (CAME INTO BEING). THE FIRE IS THE CHRISM, THE LIGHT IS THE FIRE. I AM NOT REFERRING TO THAT FIRE WHICH HAS NO FORM, BUT TO THE OTHER FIRE WHOSE FORM IS WHITE, WHICH IS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL, AND WHICH GIVES BEAUTY. TRUTH DID NOT COME INTO THE WORLD [KNOWING IT BEING] NAKED, BUT IT CAME IN [SEXLESS] TYPES AND [SEXLESS] IMAGES. THE WORLD WILL NOT RECEIVE TRUTH IN ANY OTHER WAY. THERE IS A REBIRTH AND AN IMAGE OF REBIRTH. IT IS CERTAINLY NECESSARY TO BE BORN AGAIN THROUGH THE IMAGE. WHICH ONE? RESURRECTION. THE IMAGE MUST RISE AGAIN THROUGH THE IMAGE. THE BRIDAL CHAMBER AND THE IMAGE MUST ENTER THROUGH THE IMAGE INTO THE TRUTH: THIS IS THE RESTORATION. NOT ONLY MUST THOSE WHO PRODUCE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], OF THE SON [JESUS], AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN], DO SO, BUT HAVE PRODUCED THEM FOR YOU. IF ONE DOES NOT ACQUIRE THEM, THE NAME ("CHRISTIAN") WILL ALSO BE TAKEN FROM HIM. BUT ONE RECEIVES THE UNCTION OF THE [...] OF THE POWER OF THE CROSS. THIS POWER THE APOSTLES CALLED "THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT." FOR THIS PERSON IS NO LONGER A CHRISTIAN BUT A CHRIST. THE LORD DID EVERYTHING IN A MYSTERY, A BAPTISM AND A CHRISM AND A EUCHARIST AND A REDEMPTION AND A BRIDAL CHAMBER. [...] HE SAID, "I CAME TO MAKE THE THINGS BELOW LIKE THE THINGS ABOVE, AND THE THINGS OUTSIDE LIKE THOSE INSIDE. I CAME TO UNITE THEM IN THE PLACE." [...] HERE THROUGH TYPES [...]AND IMAGES. THOSE WHO SAY, "THERE IS A HEAVENLY MAN AND THERE IS ONE ABOVE HIM" ARE WRONG. FOR IT IS THE FIRST OF THESE TWO HEAVENLY MEN, THE ONE WHO IS REVEALED, THAT THEY CALL "THE ONE WHO IS BELOW"; AND HE TO WHOM THE HIDDEN BELONGS IS THAT ONE WHO IS ABOVE HIM. FOR IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR THEM TO SAY, "THE INNER AND OUTER, AND WHAT IS OUTSIDE THE OUTER". BECAUSE OF THIS, THE LORD CALLED DESTRUCTION THE "THE OUTER DARKNESS": THERE IS NOT ANOTHER OUTSIDE OF IT. HE SAID, "MY FATHER WHO IS IN SECRET". HE SAID, "GO INTO YOUR CHAMBER AND SHUT THE DOOR BEHIND YOU, AND PRAY TO YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN SECRET" (MT 6:6), THE ONE WHO IS WITHIN THEM ALL. BUT THAT WHICH IS WITHIN THEM ALL IS THE FULLNESS. BEYOND IT, THERE IS NOTHING ELSE WITHIN IT. THIS IS THAT OF WHICH THEY SAY, "THAT WHICH IS ABOVE THEM." BEFORE CHRIST, SOME CAME FROM A PLACE THEY WERE NO LONGER ABLE TO ENTER, AND THEY WENT WHERE THEY WERE NO LONGER ABLE TO COME OUT. THEN CHRIST CAME. THOSE WHO WENT IN, HE BROUGHT OUT, AND THOSE WHO WENT OUT, HE BROUGHT IN. WHEN EVE WAS STILL WITH ADAM, DEATH DID NOT EXIST. WHEN SHE WAS SEPARATED FROM HIM, DEATH CAME INTO BEING. IF HE ENTERS AGAIN AND ATTAINS HIS FORMER SELF, DEATH WILL BE NO MORE. "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY, O LORD, HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?" (MK 15:34). IT WAS ON THE CROSS THAT HE SAID THESE WORDS, FOR HE HAD DEPARTED FROM THAT PLACE. [...] WHO HAS BEEN BEGOTTEN THROUGH HIM WHO [...] FROM GOD. THE [...] FROM THE DEAD. [...] TO BE, BUT NOW [...] PERFECT. [...] FLESH, BUT THIS [...] IS TRUE FLESH. [...] IS NOT TRUE, BUT [...] ONLY POSSESS AN IMAGE OF THE TRUE. A BRIDAL CHAMBER IS NOT FOR THE ANIMALS, NOR IS IT FOR THE SLAVES, NOR FOR DEFILED WOMEN; BUT IT IS FOR FREE MEN AND VIRGINS. THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT WE ARE INDEED BEGOTTEN AGAIN, BUT WE ARE BEGOTTEN THROUGH CHRIST IN THE TWO. WE ARE ANOINTED THROUGH THE SPIRIT. WHEN WE WERE BEGOTTEN, WE WERE UNITED. NONE CAN SEE HIMSELF EITHER IN WATER OR IN A MIRROR WITHOUT LIGHT. NOR AGAIN CAN YOU SEE IN LIGHT WITHOUT MIRROR OR WATER. FOR THIS REASON, IT IS FITTING TO BAPTIZE IN THE TWO, IN THE LIGHT AND THE WATER. NOW THE LIGHT IS THE CHRISM. THERE WERE THREE BUILDINGS SPECIFICALLY FOR SACRIFICE IN JERUSALEM. THE ONE FACING THE WEST WAS CALLED "THE HOLY". ANOTHER, FACING SOUTH, WAS CALLED "THE HOLY OF THE HOLY". THE THIRD, FACING EAST, WAS CALLED "THE HOLY OF THE HOLIES", THE PLACE WHERE ONLY THE HIGH PRIEST ENTERS. BAPTISM IS "THE HOLY" BUILDING. REDEMPTION IS THE "HOLY OF THE HOLY". "THE HOLY OF THE HOLIES" IS THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. BAPTISM INCLUDES THE RESURRECTION AND THE REDEMPTION; THE REDEMPTION (TAKES PLACE) IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. BUT THE BRIDAL CHAMBER IS IN THAT WHICH IS SUPERIOR TO [...] YOU WILL NOT FIND [...] ARE THOSE WHO PRAY [...] JERUSALEM WHO [...] JERUSALEM, [...] THOSE CALLED THE "HOLY OF THE HOLIES" [...] THE VEIL WAS RENT, [...] BRIDAL CHAMBER EXCEPT THE IMAGE [...] ABOVE. BECAUSE OF THIS, ITS VEIL WAS RENT FROM TOP TO BOTTOM. FOR IT WAS FITTING FOR SOME FROM BELOW TO GO UPWARD. THE POWERS DO NOT SEE THOSE WHO ARE CLOTHED IN THE PERFECT LIGHT, AND CONSEQUENTLY ARE NOT ABLE TO DETAIN THEM. ONE WILL CLOTHE HIMSELF IN THIS LIGHT SACRAMENTALLY IN THE UNION. IF THE WOMAN HAD NOT SEPARATED FROM THE MAN, SHE SHOULD NOT DIE WITH THE MAN. HIS SEPARATION BECAME THE BEGINNING OF DEATH. BECAUSE OF THIS, CHRIST CAME TO REPAIR THE SEPARATION, WHICH WAS FROM THE BEGINNING, AND AGAIN UNITE THE TWO, AND TO GIVE LIFE TO THOSE WHO DIED AS A RESULT OF THE SEPARATION, AND UNITE THEM. BUT THE WOMAN IS UNITED TO HER HUSBAND IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. INDEED, THOSE WHO HAVE UNITED IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER WILL NO LONGER BE SEPARATED. THUS, EVE SEPARATED FROM ADAM BECAUSE IT WAS NOT IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER THAT SHE UNITED WITH HIM. THE SOUL OF ADAM CAME INTO BEING BY MEANS OF A BREATH. THE PARTNER OF HIS SOUL IS THE SPIRIT. HIS MOTHER IS THE THING THAT WAS GIVEN TO HIM. HIS SOUL WAS TAKEN FROM HIM AND REPLACED BY A SPIRIT. WHEN HE WAS UNITED (TO THE SPIRIT), HE SPOKE WORDS INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO THE POWERS. THEY ENVIED HIM [...] SPIRITUAL PARTNER [...] HIDDEN [...] OPPORTUNITY [...] FOR THEMSELVES ALONE [...] BRIDAL CHAMBER, SO THAT [...]. JESUS APPEARED [...] JORDAN - THE FULLNESS OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. HE WHO WAS BEGOTTEN BEFORE EVERYTHING, WAS BEGOTTEN ANEW. HE WHO WAS ONCE ANOINTED, WAS ANOINTED ANEW. HE WHO WAS REDEEMED, IN TURN REDEEMED (OTHERS). INDEED, ONE MUST UTTER A MYSTERY. THE FATHER OF EVERYTHING UNITED WITH THE VIRGIN WHO CAME DOWN, AND A FIRE SHONE FOR HIM ON THAT DAY. HE APPEARED IN THE GREAT BRIDAL CHAMBER. THEREFORE, HIS BODY CAME INTO BEING ON THAT VERY DAY. IT LEFT THE BRIDAL CHAMBER AS ONE WHO CAME INTO BEING FROM THE BRIDEGROOM AND THE BRIDE. SO, JESUS ESTABLISHED EVERYTHING IN IT THROUGH THESE. IT IS FITTING FOR EACH OF THE DISCIPLES TO ENTER INTO HIS REST. ADAM CAME INTO BEING FROM TWO VIRGINS, FROM THE SPIRIT AND FROM THE VIRGIN EARTH. CHRIST THEREFORE, WAS BORN FROM A VIRGIN TO RECTIFY THE FALL WHICH OCCURRED IN THE BEGINNING. THERE ARE TWO TREES GROWING IN PARADISE. THE ONE BEARS ANIMALS, THE OTHER BEARS MEN. ADAM ATE FROM THE TREE WHICH BORE ANIMALS. HE BECAME AN ANIMAL AND HE BROUGHT FORTH ANIMALS [IN THE FALLEN STATE IS KNOWN AS A ZOOPHITE, BESTIALITY OR PERVERSION, THAT SCREWED THE ANIMALS BEFORE THE SEXUAL FALL & FUCKED THE ANIMALS AFTERWARDS IN THE SEXUAL FALL, SO THOSE WHO DO THESE THINGS, SAYS ADAM & EVE DID IT, SO I AM GOING TO DO IT, BUT ADAM COULD NOT FIND, NOT EVEN ONE COMPARIBLE TO HIM, SO THE LORD CREATED WOMAN AS A COMPARIBLE WHITE HELP-MATE FOR ADAM & THAT IS NOTHING INTERRACIAL ABOMINABLE ABOUT IT BECAUSE BOTH WERE OF THE SAME, COMPARIBLE WHITE SKIN COLOR, BECAUSE BLACK SKIN COLOR DOES NOT COME FROM WHITE SKIN COLOR, NOR WHITE SKIN COLOR FROM BLACK SKIN COLOR, BUT THEY ARE TWO DIFFERENT CORIANDER SEEDS & TWO DIFFERENT UNIQUE CREATIONS ALTOGETHER IN TWO SEPARATE GARDENS OF EDEN & NO MAN CAN BE ADAM TO SCREW DURING OR BEFORE THE SEXUAL FALL, THE ANIMALS TO BE THE TRUTH OR FUCK DURING OR AFTERWARDS THE SEXUAL FALL, THE ANIMALS IS ALWAYS LIVING THE DAMN LIE BECAUSE ADAM CAME FROM THE EARTH, AND EVERY OTHER MAN COMES FROM THE WOMB & NO WOMAN CAN BE EVE TO SCREW DURING OR BEFORE THE SEXUAL FALL, THE ANIMALS TO BE THE TRUTH OR FUCK DURING OR AFTERWARDS IN THE SEXUAL FALL, THE ANIMALS IS ALWAYS LIVING THE DAMN LIE BECAUSE EVE CAME FROM THE RIB & EVERY OTHER WOMAN COMES FROM THE WOMB & TO SCREW THE WOMAN CAN BE THE TRUTH, IF SUPREMELY AUTHORIZED, PERMISSIBLE & CONDONED [PARDONED] THE REST OF THE TIME AT ITS TOP PINNACLES BY THE SEXLESS LORD BECAUSE OF SEXLESS, SINLESS & GUILTLESS UNCLEANNESS, WHICH IS LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED IN THE SEXLESS ETERNAL LAW OF ETERNAL RIGHTEOUS DESIRE, ETERNAL SINLESS CONCEIVED & FULLY GROWN ETERNAL SINLESS, WHICH IS ETERNAL LIFE [JAMES 1:13, 16-18; 3:13, 17-18; 4:7-10; 1ST PETER 5:5-11 & 1ST JOHN 3:9] IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IS THE HARDEST ANCIENT EMERY DIAMOND PRECIOUS STONE UNKNOWN & HARDEST ANCIENT TITANIUM PRECIOUS METAL UNKNOWN AT 100.0001% SECURE OMNI-BENEVOLENCE IN THE 1/3 OF THE NUMBER 0 [THE INFINITE INVINCIBLE HEDGE OF AT LEAST 1 ALONE POSITION] ONLY IN THE NEW UNIVERSE IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED BY THE SEXLESS LORD BECAUSE OF SEXLESS, SINLESS & GUILTLESS UNCLEANNESS IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:7-10 IN THE RIGHTEOUS SOLID & STRAIGHT FAMILY & RIGHTEOUS SOLID & STRAIGHT LAW THAT IS ETERNALLY ESTABLISHED THAT IS NOT ETERNALLY FORSAKEN & ETERNALLY CLEANED UP IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:1-6; GALATIANS 5:22-23 & ACTS 17:22-30; 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30, WHICH IS DIVINE, HOLY & SEPARATED AND ANY HIGHER NUMBERS IS THE HARDEST ANCIENT EMERY DIAMOND PRECIOUS STONE UNKNOWN & HARDEST ANCIENT TITANIUM PRECIOUS METAL UNKNOWN AT 100.0001% SECURE OMNI-BENEVOLENCE FROM 2/3 OF THE NUMBER 0 [THE INFINITE INVINCIBLE HEDGE OF 1 POSITION] TO THE INFINITE NUMBER [THE INFINITE INVINCIBLE HEDGE OF 2 OR MORE] THAT IS ETERNALLY ESTABLISHED IN ROMANS 1:20; 2ND CORINTHIANS 13:1-10 & ACTS 17:22-30; 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30 AND IS TOTAL ABSTINENCE & ETERNAL RESTRAINT BY THE SEXLESS LORD, BUT THE 1/3 OF THE NUMBER 0 THAT IS AUTHORIZED IS ONLY FOR THE PRIMARY REASON OF SEXLESS PROCREATION & THE DIVINELY REPLENISHING OF THE EARTH, BUT TO FUCK THE WOMAN OR HAVE SEXUAL RELATIONS WITH THE WOMAN IS ALWAYS LIVING THE DAMN LIE, EVEN THOUGH IT MAY BE ALLOWED & CONDONED [PARDONED] ONCE AT ITS TOP PINNACLE, BUT IT IS ALWAYS CONSIDERED SEXUALLY CORRUPT, FORBIDDEN, SEXUAL, SINFUL & GUILTY, VILE, REPROBATE AND ABOMINABLE, WHICH IS ILLEGAL, UNLAWFUL & UNAUTHORIZED IN THE SEXUAL ETERNAL LAW OF ETERNAL TEMPTING DESIRE, ETERNAL SIN CONCEIVED & FULLY GROWN ETERNAL SIN, WHICH IS ETERNAL DEATH [JAMES 1:14-15; 3:14-16; 4:1-6] IN ORIGINAL ONCE IS THE HARDEST ANCIENT ADAMANT DIAMOND PRECIOUS STONE KNOWN & NO HARDEST ANCIENT PRECIOUS METAL KNOWN AT 100.0001% UNSECURE SEXUAL LOVE TO SEXUAL, HOMOSEXUAL & INTERRACIAL ABOMINABLE CREATURES IN THE 1/3 OF THE NUMBER 0 [THE NO HEDGE OF AT LEAST 1 ALONE POSITION] ONLY IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED BY THE SEXLESS LORD BECAUSE OF SEXUAL, SINFUL & GUILTY CORRUPTION IN THE QUEER PERVERTED & TWISTED FAMILY & QUEER PERVERTED & TWISTED LAW THAT IS ETERNALLY UNESTABLISHED THAT IS ETERNALLY FORSAKEN & LEFT ETERNALLY FILTHY, THAT IS ETERNALLY LOST BECAUSE OF ETERNAL PERDITION IS THE UNRENEWED [REVELATION 2:1-3:22] HARDEST ANCIENT ADAMANT DIAMOND PRECIOUS STONE KNOWN & NO HARDEST ANCIENT PRECIOUS METAL KNOWN AT 100.0001% UNSECURE SEXUAL LOVE BY THE LORD IN ROMANS 1:21-32; 3:4-23; 1ST CORINTHIANS 6:9-10; 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:11-21; GALATIANS 5:19-21 & ACTS 17:29; 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30, BUT ALSO ETERNALLY ESTABLISHED THAT IS ETERNALLY RENEWED & ETERNALLY CLEANED UP THAT IS NOT ETERNALLY LOST BECAUSE OF COMPASSION IS THE RENEWED [REVELATION 2:1-3:22] HARDEST ANCIENT EMERY DIAMOND PRECIOUS STONE UNKNOWN & HARDEST ANCIENT TITANIUM PRECIOUS METAL UNKNOWN AT 100.0001% SECURE OMNI-BENEVOLENCE BY THE LORD IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 6:11; 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:11-21 & ACTS 17:29; 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30, BUT THE ETERNALLY FORSAKEN & ETERNALLY FILTHY, WHICH IS SEXUAL, UNHOLY & GATHERED AND ANY HIGHER NUMBERS IS THE HARDEST ANCIENT EMERY DIAMOND PRECIOUS STONE UNKNOWN & HARDEST ANCIENT TITANIUM PRECIOUS METAL UNKNOWN AT 100.0001% SECURE OMNI-BENEVOLENCE FROM 2/3 OF THE NUMBER 0 [THE INFINITE INVINCIBLE HEDGE OF 1 POSITION] TO THE INFINITE NUMBER [THE INFINITE INVINCIBLE HEDGE OF 2 OR MORE] THAT IS ETERNALLY ESTABLISHED IN ROMANS 1:20; 2ND CORINTHIANS 13:1-10 & ACTS 17:22-30 AND IS TOTAL ABSTINENCE & ETERNAL RESTRAINT BY THE SEXLESS LORD]. FOR THIS REASON, THE CHILDREN OF ADAM WORSHIP ANIMALS. THE TREE [...] FRUIT IS [...] INCREASED. [...] ATE THE [...] FRUIT OF THE [...] BEARS MEN, [...] MAN. [...] GOD CREATED MAN. [...] MEN CREATE GOD. THAT IS THE WAY IT IS IN THE WORLD - MEN MAKE GODS AND WORSHIP THEIR CREATION. IT WOULD BE FITTING FOR THE GODS TO WORSHIP MEN! SURELY WHAT A MAN ACCOMPLISHES DEPENDS ON HIS ABILITIES. FOR THIS REASON, WE REFER TO ONE`S ACCOMPLISHMENTS AS "ABILITIES". AMONG HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS ARE HIS CHILDREN. THEY ORIGINATE IN A MOMENT OF EASE. THUS, HIS ABILITIES DETERMINE WHAT HE MAY ACCOMPLISH, BUT THIS EASE IS CLEARLY EVIDENT IN THE CHILDREN. YOU WILL FIND THAT THIS APPLIES DIRECTLY TO THE IMAGE. HERE IS THE MAN MADE AFTER THE IMAGE ACCOMPLISHING THINGS WITH HIS PHYSICAL STRENGTH, BUT PRODUCING HIS CHILDREN WITH EASE. IN THIS WORLD, THE SLAVES SERVE THE FREE. IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, THE FREE WILL MINISTER TO THE SLAVES: THE CHILDREN OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER WILL MINISTER TO THE CHILDREN OF THE MARRIAGE. THE CHILDREN OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER HAVE JUST ONE NAME: REST. ALTOGETHER, THEY NEED TAKE NO OTHER FORM, BECAUSE THEY HAVE CONTEMPLATION, [...]. THEY ARE NUMEROUS [...] IN THE THINGS [...] THE GLORIES [...]. THOSE [...] GO DOWN INTO THE WATER. [...] OUT (OF THE WATER), WILL CONSECRATE IT, [...] THEY WHO HAVE [...] IN HIS NAME. FOR HE SAID, "THUS WE SHOULD FULFILL ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS." (MT 3:15) THOSE WHO SAY THEY WILL DIE FIRST AND THEN RISE ARE IN ERROR. IF THEY DO NOT FIRST RECEIVE THE RESURRECTION WHILE THEY LIVE, WHEN THEY DIE, THEY WILL RECEIVE NOTHING. SO ALSO, WHEN SPEAKING ABOUT BAPTISM THEY SAY, "BAPTISM IS A GREAT THING," BECAUSE IF PEOPLE RECEIVE IT, THEY WILL LIVE. PHILIP THE APOSTLE SAID, "JOSEPH THE CARPENTER PLANTED A GARDEN BECAUSE HE NEEDED WOOD FOR HIS TRADE. IT WAS HE WHO MADE THE CROSS FROM THE TREES WHICH HE PLANTED. HIS OWN OFFSPRING HUNG ON THAT WHICH HE PLANTED. HIS OFFSPRING WAS JESUS, AND THE PLANTING WAS THE CROSS." BUT THE TREE OF LIFE IS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE GARDEN. HOWEVER, IT IS FROM THE OLIVE TREE THAT WE GOT THE CHRISM, AND FROM THE CHRISM, THE RESURRECTION. THIS WORLD IS A CORPSE-EATER. ALL THE THINGS EATEN IN IT THEMSELVES DIE ALSO. TRUTH IS A LIFEEATER. THEREFORE NO ONE NOURISHED BY TRUTH WILL DIE. IT WAS FROM THAT PLACE THAT JESUS CAME AND BROUGHT FOOD. TO THOSE WHO SO DESIRED, HE GAVE LIFE, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT DIE. GOD [...] GARDEN. MAN [...] GARDEN. THERE ARE [...] AND [...] OF GOD. [...] THE THINGS WHICH ARE IN [...] I WISH. THIS GARDEN IS THE PLACE WHERE THEY WILL SAY TO ME, "[...] EAT THIS OR DO NOT EAT THAT, JUST AS YOU WISH." IN THE PLACE WHERE I WILL EAT ALL THINGS IS THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE. THAT ONE KILLED ADAM, BUT HERE THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE MADE MEN ALIVE. THE LAW WAS THE TREE. IT HAS POWER TO GIVE THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. IT NEITHER REMOVED HIM FROM EVIL, NOR DID IT SET HIM IN THE GOOD, BUT IT CREATED DEATH FOR THOSE WHO ATE OF IT. FOR WHEN HE SAID, "EAT THIS, DO NOT EAT THAT", IT BECAME THE BEGINNING OF DEATH. THE CHRISM IS SUPERIOR TO BAPTISM, FOR IT IS FROM THE WORD "CHRISM" THAT WE HAVE BEEN CALLED "CHRISTIANS," CERTAINLY NOT BECAUSE OF THE WORD "BAPTISM". AND IT IS BECAUSE OF THE CHRISM THAT "THE CHRIST" HAS HIS NAME. FOR THE FATHER ANOINTED THE SON, AND THE SON ANOINTED THE APOSTLES, AND THE APOSTLES ANOINTED US. HE WHO HAS BEEN ANOINTED POSSESSES EVERYTHING. HE POSSESSES THE RESURRECTION, THE LIGHT, THE CROSS, THE HOLY SPIRIT. THE FATHER GAVE HIM THIS IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER; HE MERELY ACCEPTED (THE GIFT). THE FATHER WAS IN THE SON AND THE SON IN THE FATHER. THIS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. THE LORD SAID IT WELL: "SOME HAVE ENTERED THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN LAUGHING, AND THEY HAVE COME OUT [...] BECAUSE [...] A CHRISTIAN, [...]. AND AS SOON AS [...] WENT DOWN INTO THE WATER, HE CAME [...] EVERYTHING (OF THIS WORLD), [...] BECAUSE HE [...] A TRIFLE, BUT [...] FULL OF CONTEMPT FOR THIS [...] THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN [...] IF HE DESPISES [...], AND SCORNS IT AS A TRIFLE, [...] OUT LAUGHING. SO, IT IS ALSO WITH THE BREAD AND THE CUP AND THE OIL, EVEN THOUGH THERE IS ANOTHER ONE SUPERIOR TO THESE. THE WORLD CAME ABOUT THROUGH A MISTAKE. FOR HE WHO CREATED IT WANTED TO CREATE IT IMPERISHABLE AND IMMORTAL. HE FELL SHORT OF ATTAINING HIS DESIRE. FOR THE WORLD NEVER WAS IMPERISHABLE, NOR, FOR THAT MATTER, WAS HE WHO MADE THE WORLD. FOR THINGS ARE NOT IMPERISHABLE, BUT SONS ARE. NOTHING WILL BE ABLE TO RECEIVE IMPERISHABILITY IF IT DOES NOT FIRST BECOME A SON. BUT HE WHO HAS NOT THE ABILITY TO RECEIVE, HOW MUCH MORE WILL HE BE UNABLE TO GIVE? THE CUP OF PRAYER CONTAINS WINE AND WATER, SINCE IT IS APPOINTED AS THE TYPE OF THE BLOOD FOR WHICH THANKS IS GIVEN. AND IT IS FULL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND IT BELONGS TO THE WHOLLY PERFECT MAN. WHEN WE DRINK THIS, WE SHALL RECEIVE FOR OURSELVES THE PERFECT MAN. THE LIVING WATER IS A BODY. IT IS NECESSARY THAT WE PUT ON THE LIVING MAN. THEREFORE, WHEN HE IS ABOUT TO GO DOWN INTO THE WATER, HE UNCLOTHES HIMSELF, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY PUT ON THE LIVING MAN. A HORSE SIRES A HORSE, A MAN BEGETS MAN, A GOD BRINGS FORTH A GOD. COMPARE THE BRIDEGROOM AND THE BRIDE. THEY HAVE COME FROM THE [...]. NO JEW [...] HAS EXISTED. AND [...] FROM THE JEWS. [...] CHRISTIANS [...] THESE [...] ARE REFERRED TO AS "THE CHOSEN PEOPLE OF [...]," AND "THE TRUE MAN" AND "SON OF MAN" AND "THE SEED OF THE SON OF MAN". THIS TRUE RACE IS RENOWNED IN THE WORLD [...] THAT THE SONS OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER DWELL. WHEREAS IN THIS WORLD THE UNION IS ONE OF HUSBAND WITH WIFE - A CASE OF STRENGTH COMPLEMENTED BY WEAKNESS(?) - IN THE AEON (ETERNAL REALM), THE FORM OF THE UNION IS DIFFERENT, ALTHOUGH WE REFER TO THEM BY THE SAME NAMES. THERE ARE OTHER NAMES, HOWEVER; THEY ARE SUPERIOR TO EVERY OTHER NAME THAT IS NAMED AND ARE STRONGER THAN THE STRONG. FOR WHERE THERE IS A SHOW OF STRENGTH, THERE THOSE WHO EXCEL IN STRENGTH APPEAR. THESE ARE NOT SEPARATE THINGS, BUT BOTH OF THEM ARE THIS ONE SINGLE THING. THIS IS THE ONE WHICH WILL NOT BE ABLE TO RISE ABOVE THE HEART OF FLESH. IS IT NOT NECESSARY FOR ALL THOSE WHO POSSESS EVERYTHING TO KNOW THEMSELVES? SOME INDEED, IF THEY DO NOT KNOW THEMSELVES, WILL NOT ENJOY WHAT THEY POSSESS. BUT THOSE WHO HAVE COME TO KNOW THEMSELVES WILL ENJOY THEIR POSSESSIONS. NOT ONLY WILL THEY BE UNABLE TO DETAIN THE PERFECT MAN, BUT THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SEE HIM, FOR IF THEY SEE HIM, THEY WILL DETAIN HIM. THERE IS NO OTHER WAY FOR A PERSON TO ACQUIRE THIS QUALITY EXCEPT BY PUTTING ON THE PERFECT LIGHT AND HE TOO BECOMING PERFECT LIGHT. HE WHO HAS PUT IT ON WILL ENTER [...]. THIS IS THE PERFECT [...] THAT WE [...] BECOME [...] BEFORE WE LEAVE [...]. WHOEVER RECEIVES EVERYTHING [...] HITHER [...] BE ABLE [...] THAT PLACE, BUT WILL [...] THE MIDDLE AS IMPERFECT. ONLY JESUS KNOWS THE END OF THIS PERSON. THE PRIEST IS COMPLETELY HOLY, DOWN TO HIS VERY BODY. FOR IF HE HAS TAKEN THE BREAD, HE WILL CONSECRATE IT. OR THE CUP OR ANYTHING ELSE THAT HE GETS, HE WILL CONSECRATE. THEN HOW WILL HE NOT CONSECRATE THE BODY ALSO? BY PERFECTING THE WATER OF BAPTISM, JESUS EMPTIED IT OF DEATH. THUS, WE DO GO DOWN INTO THE WATER, BUT WE DO NOT GO DOWN INTO DEATH, IN ORDER THAT WE MAY NOT BE POURED OUT INTO THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD. WHEN THAT SPIRIT BLOWS, IT BRINGS THE WINTER. WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT BREATHES, THE SUMMER COMES. HE WHO HAS KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH IS A FREE MAN, BUT THE FREE MAN DOES NOT SIN, FOR "HE WHO SINS IS THE SLAVE OF SIN" (JN 8:34). TRUTH IS THE MOTHER, KNOWLEDGE THE FATHER. THOSE WHO THINK THAT SINNING DOES NOT APPLY TO THEM ARE CALLED "FREE" BY THE WORLD. KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH MERELY MAKES SUCH PEOPLE ARROGANT, WHICH IS WHAT THE WORDS, "IT MAKES THEM FREE" MEAN. IT EVEN GIVES THEM A SENSE OF SUPERIORITY OVER THE WHOLE WORLD. BUT "LOVE BUILDS UP" (1 CO 8:1). IN FACT, HE WHO IS REALLY FREE, THROUGH KNOWLEDGE, IS A SLAVE, BECAUSE OF LOVE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET BEEN ABLE TO ATTAIN TO THE FREEDOM OF KNOWLEDGE. KNOWLEDGE MAKES THEM CAPABLE OF BECOMING FREE. LOVE NEVER CALLS SOMETHING ITS OWN, [...] IT [...] POSSESS [...]. IT NEVER SAYS,"THIS IS YOURS" OR "THIS IS MINE," BUT "ALL THESE ARE YOURS". SPIRITUAL LOVE IS WINE AND FRAGRANCE. ALL THOSE WHO ANOINT THEMSELVES WITH IT TAKE PLEASURE IN IT. WHILE THOSE WHO ARE ANOINTED ARE PRESENT, THOSE NEARBY ALSO PROFIT (FROM THE FRAGRANCE). IF THOSE ANOINTED WITH OINTMENT WITHDRAW FROM THEM AND LEAVE, THEN THOSE NOT ANOINTED, WHO MERELY STAND NEARBY, STILL REMAIN IN THEIR BAD ODOR. THE SAMARITAN GAVE NOTHING BUT WINE AND OIL TO THE WOUNDED MAN. IT IS NOTHING OTHER THAN THE OINTMENT. IT HEALED THE WOUNDS, FOR "LOVE COVERS A MULTITUDE OF SINS" (1 P 4:8). THE CHILDREN A WOMAN BEARS RESEMBLE THE MAN WHO LOVES HER. IF HER HUSBAND LOVES HER, THEN THEY RESEMBLE HER HUSBAND. IF IT IS AN ADULTERER, THEN THEY RESEMBLE THE ADULTERER. FREQUENTLY, IF A WOMAN SLEEPS WITH HER HUSBAND OUT OF NECESSITY, WHILE HER HEART IS WITH THE ADULTERER WITH WHIM, SHE USUALLY HAS INTERCOURSE, THE CHILD SHE WILL BEAR IS BORN RESEMBLING THE ADULTERER. NOW YOU WHO LIVE TOGETHER WITH THE SON OF GOD, LOVE NOT THE WORLD, BUT LOVE THE LORD, IN ORDER THAT THOSE YOU WILL BRING FORTH MAY NOT RESEMBLE THE WORLD, BUT MAY RESEMBLE THE LORD. THE HUMAN BEING HAS INTERCOURSE WITH THE HUMAN BEING. THE HORSE HAS INTERCOURSE WITH THE HORSE, THE ASS WITH THE ASS. MEMBERS OF A RACE USUALLY HAVE ASSOCIATED WITH THOSE OF LIKE RACE. SO, SPIRIT MINGLES WITH SPIRIT, AND THOUGHT CONSORTS WITH THOUGHT, AND LIGHT SHARES WITH LIGHT. IF YOU ARE BORN A HUMAN BEING, IT IS THE HUMAN BEING WHO WILL LOVE YOU. IF YOU BECOME A SPIRIT, IT IS THE SPIRIT WHICH WILL BE JOINED TO YOU. IF YOU BECOME THOUGHT, IT IS THOUGHT WHICH WILL MINGLE WITH YOU. IF YOU BECOME LIGHT, IT IS THE LIGHT WHICH WILL SHARE WITH YOU. IF YOU BECOME ONE OF THOSE WHO BELONG ABOVE, IT IS THOSE WHO BELONG ABOVE WHO WILL REST UPON YOU. IF YOU BECOME HORSE OR ASS OR BULL OR DOG OR SHEEP, OR ANOTHER OF THE ANIMALS WHICH ARE OUTSIDE OR BELOW, THEN NEITHER HUMAN BEING NOR SPIRIT NOR THOUGHT NOR LIGHT WILL BE ABLE TO LOVE YOU. NEITHER THOSE WHO BELONG ABOVE NOR THOSE WHO BELONG WITHIN WILL BE ABLE TO REST IN YOU, AND YOU HAVE NO PART IN THEM. HE WHO IS A SLAVE AGAINST HIS WILL, WILL BE ABLE TO BECOME FREE. HE WHO HAS BECOME FREE BY FAVOR OF HIS MASTER, AND HAS SOLD HIMSELF INTO SLAVERY, WILL NO LONGER BE ABLE TO BE FREE. FARMING IN THE WORLD REQUIRES THE COOPERATION OF FOUR ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS. A HARVEST IS GATHERED INTO THE BARN ONLY AS A RESULT OF THE NATURAL ACTION OF WATER, EARTH, WIND AND LIGHT. GOD'S FARMING LIKEWISE HAS FOUR ELEMENTS - FAITH, HOPE, LOVE, AND KNOWLEDGE. FAITH IS OUR EARTH, THAT IN WHICH WE TAKE ROOT. AND HOPE IS THE WATER THROUGH WHICH WE ARE NOURISHED. LOVE IS THE WIND THROUGH WHICH WE GROW. KNOWLEDGE, THEN, IS THE LIGHT THROUGH WHICH WE RIPEN. GRACE EXISTS IN FOUR WAYS: IT IS EARTHBORN; IT IS HEAVENLY; [...] THE HIGHEST HEAVEN; [...] IN [...]. BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO ON NO OCCASION CAUSED A SOUL [...]. THAT PERSON IS JESUS CHRIST. HE CAME TO THE WHOLE PLACE AND DID NOT BURDEN ANYONE. THEREFORE, BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO IS LIKE THIS, BECAUSE HE IS A PERFECT MAN. FOR THE WORD TELLS US THAT THIS KIND IS DIFFICULT TO DEFINE. HOW SHALL WE BE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH SUCH A GREAT THING? HOW WILL HE GIVE EVERYONE COMFORT? ABOVE ALL, IT IS NOT PROPER TO CAUSE ANYONE DISTRESS - WHETHER THE PERSON IS GREAT OR SMALL, UNBELIEVER OR BELIEVER - AND THEN GIVE COMFORT ONLY TO THOSE WHO TAKE SATISFACTION IN GOOD DEEDS. SOME FIND IT ADVANTAGEOUS TO GIVE COMFORT TO THE ONE WHO HAS FARED WELL. HE WHO DOES GOOD DEEDS CANNOT GIVE COMFORT TO SUCH PEOPLE, FOR HE DOES NOT SEIZE WHATEVER HE LIKES. HE IS UNABLE TO CAUSE DISTRESS, HOWEVER, SINCE HE DOES NOT AFFLICT THEM. TO BE SURE, THE ONE WHO FARES WELL SOMETIMES CAUSES PEOPLE DISTRESS - NOT THAT HE INTENDS TO DO SO; RATHER, IT IS THEIR OWN WICKEDNESS WHICH IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR DISTRESS. HE WHO POSSESSES THE QUALITIES (OF THE PERFECT MAN) BESTOWS JOY UPON THE GOOD. SOME, HOWEVER, ARE TERRIBLY DISTRESSED BY ALL THIS. THERE WAS A HOUSEHOLDER WHO HAD EVERY CONCEIVABLE THING, BE IT SON OR SLAVE OR CATTLE OR DOG OR PIG OR CORN OR BARLEY OR CHAFF OR GRASS OR [...] OR MEAT AND ACORN. NOW HE WAS A SENSIBLE FELLOW, AND HE KNEW WHAT THE FOOD OF EACH ONE WAS. HE SERVED THE CHILDREN BREAD [...]. HE SERVED THE SLAVES [...] AND MEAL. AND HE THREW BARLEY AND CHAFF AND GRASS TO THE CATTLE. HE THREW BONES TO THE DOGS, AND TO THE PIGS HE THREW ACORNS AND SLOP. COMPARE THE DISCIPLE OF GOD: IF HE IS A SENSIBLE FELLOW, HE UNDERSTANDS WHAT DISCIPLESHIP IS ALL ABOUT. THE BODILY FORMS WILL NOT DECEIVE HIM, BUT HE WILL LOOK AT THE CONDITION OF THE SOUL OF EACH ONE AND SPEAK WITH HIM. THERE ARE MANY ANIMALS IN THE WORLD WHICH ARE IN A HUMAN FORM. WHEN HE IDENTIFIES THEM, TO THE SWINE HE WILL THROW ACORNS, TO THE CATTLE HE WILL THROW BARLEY AND CHAFF AND GRASS, TO THE DOGS HE WILL THROW BONES. TO THE SLAVES HE WILL GIVE ONLY THE ELEMENTARY LESSONS, TO THE CHILDREN HE WILL GIVE THE COMPLETE INSTRUCTION. THERE IS THE SON OF MAN AND THERE IS THE SON OF THE SON OF MAN. THE LORD IS THE SON OF MAN, AND THE SON OF THE SON OF MAN IS HE WHO CREATES THROUGH THE SON OF MAN. THE SON OF MAN RECEIVED FROM GOD THE CAPACITY TO CREATE. HE ALSO HAS THE ABILITY TO BEGET. HE WHO HAS RECEIVED THE ABILITY TO CREATE IS A CREATURE. HE WHO HAS RECEIVED THE ABILITY TO BEGET IS AN OFFSPRING. HE WHO CREATES CANNOT BEGET. HE WHO BEGETS ALSO HAS POWER TO CREATE. NOW THEY SAY, "HE WHO CREATES BEGETS". BUT HIS SO-CALLED "OFFSPRING" IS MERELY A CREATURE. BECAUSE OF [...] OF BIRTH, THEY ARE NOT HIS OFFSPRING BUT [...]. HE WHO CREATES WORKS OPENLY, AND HE HIMSELF IS VISIBLE. HE WHO BEGETS, BEGETS IN PRIVATE, AND HE HIMSELF IS HIDDEN, SINCE [...] IMAGE. ALSO, HE WHO CREATES, CREATES OPENLY. BUT ONE WHO BEGETS, BEGETS CHILDREN IN PRIVATE. NO ONE CAN KNOW WHEN THE HUSBAND AND THE WIFE HAVE INTERCOURSE WITH ONE ANOTHER, EXCEPT THE TWO OF THEM. INDEED, MARRIAGE IN THE WORLD IS A MYSTERY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE TAKEN A WIFE. IF THERE IS A HIDDEN QUALITY TO THE MARRIAGE OF DEFILEMENT, HOW MUCH MORE IS THE UNDEFILED MARRIAGE A TRUE MYSTERY! IT IS NOT FLESHLY, BUT PURE. IT BELONGS NOT TO DESIRE, BUT TO THE WILL. IT BELONGS NOT TO THE DARKNESS OR THE NIGHT, BUT TO THE DAY AND THE LIGHT. IF A MARRIAGE IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, IT HAS BECOME PROSTITUTION, AND THE BRIDE PLAYS THE HARLOT NOT ONLY WHEN SHE IS IMPREGNATED BY ANOTHER MAN, BUT EVEN IF SHE SLIPS OUT OF HER BEDROOM AND IS SEEN. LET HER SHOW HERSELF ONLY TO HER FATHER AND HER MOTHER, AND TO THE FRIEND OF THE BRIDEGROOM AND THE SONS OF THE BRIDEGROOM. THESE ARE PERMITTED TO ENTER EVERY DAY INTO THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. BUT LET THE OTHERS YEARN JUST TO LISTEN TO HER VOICE AND TO ENJOY HER OINTMENT, AND LET THEM FEED FROM THE CRUMBS THAT FALL FROM THE TABLE, LIKE THE DOGS. BRIDEGROOMS AND BRIDES BELONG TO THE BRIDAL CHAMBER. NO ONE SHALL BE ABLE TO SEE THE BRIDEGROOM WITH THE BRIDE UNLESS HE BECOME SUCH A ONE. WHEN ABRAHAM [...] THAT HE WAS TO SEE WHAT HE WAS TO SEE, HE CIRCUMCISED THE FLESH OF THE FORESKIN, TEACHING US THAT IT IS PROPER TO DESTROY THE FLESH. MOST THINGS IN THE WORLD, AS LONG AS THEIR INNER PARTS ARE HIDDEN, STAND UPRIGHT AND LIVE. IF THEY ARE REVEALED, THEY DIE, AS IS ILLUSTRATED BY THE VISIBLE MAN: AS LONG AS THE INTESTINES OF THE MAN ARE HIDDEN, THE MAN IS ALIVE; WHEN HIS INTESTINES ARE EXPOSED AND COME OUT OF HIM, THE MAN WILL DIE. SO ALSO, WITH THE TREE: WHILE ITS ROOT IS HIDDEN, IT SPROUTS AND GROWS. IF ITS ROOT IS EXPOSED, THE TREE DRIES UP. SO, IT IS WITH EVERY BIRTH THAT IS IN THE WORLD, NOT ONLY WITH THE REVEALED BUT WITH THE HIDDEN. FOR SO LONG AS THE ROOT OF WICKEDNESS IS HIDDEN, IT IS STRONG. BUT WHEN IT IS RECOGNIZED, IT IS DISSOLVED. WHEN IT IS REVEALED, IT PERISHES. THAT IS WHY THE WORD SAYS, "ALREADY THE AXE IS LAID AT THE ROOT OF THE TREES" (MT 3:10). IT WILL NOT MERELY CUT - WHAT IS CUT SPROUTS AGAIN - BUT THE AX PENETRATES DEEPLY, UNTIL IT BRINGS UP THE ROOT. JESUS PULLED OUT THE ROOT OF THE WHOLE PLACE, WHILE OTHERS DID IT ONLY PARTIALLY. AS FOR OURSELVES, LET EACH ONE OF US DIG DOWN AFTER THE ROOT OF EVIL WHICH IS WITHIN ONE, AND LET ONE PLUCK IT OUT OF ONE'S HEART FROM THE ROOT. IT WILL BE PLUCKED OUT IF WE RECOGNIZE IT. BUT IF WE ARE IGNORANT OF IT, IT TAKES ROOT IN US AND PRODUCES ITS FRUIT IN OUR HEART. IT MASTERS US. WE ARE ITS SLAVES. IT TAKES US CAPTIVE, TO MAKE US DO WHAT WE DO NOT WANT; AND WHAT WE DO WANT, WE DO NOT DO. IT IS POWERFUL BECAUSE WE HAVE NOT RECOGNIZED IT. WHILE IT EXISTS, IT IS ACTIVE. IGNORANCE IS THE MOTHER OF ALL EVIL. IGNORANCE WILL RESULT IN DEATH, BECAUSE THOSE WHO COME FROM IGNORANCE NEITHER WERE NOR ARE NOR SHALL BE. [...] WILL BE PERFECT WHEN ALL THE TRUTH IS REVEALED. FOR TRUTH IS LIKE IGNORANCE: WHILE IT IS HIDDEN, IT RESTS IN ITSELF, BUT WHEN IT IS REVEALED AND IS RECOGNIZED, IT IS PRAISED, INASMUCH AS IT IS STRONGER THAN IGNORANCE AND ERROR. IT GIVES FREEDOM. THE WORD SAID, "IF YOU KNOW THE TRUTH, THE TRUTH WILL MAKE YOU FREE" (JN 8:32). IGNORANCE IS A SLAVE. KNOWLEDGE IS FREEDOM. IF WE KNOW THE TRUTH, WE SHALL FIND THE FRUITS OF THE TRUTH WITHIN US. IF WE ARE JOINED TO IT, IT WILL BRING OUR FULFILLMENT. AT THE PRESENT TIME, WE HAVE THE MANIFEST THINGS OF CREATION. WE SAY, "THE STRONG WHO ARE HELD IN HIGH REGARD ARE GREAT PEOPLE. AND THE WEAK WHO ARE DESPISED ARE THE OBSCURE." CONTRAST THE MANIFEST THINGS OF TRUTH: THEY ARE WEAK AND DESPISED, WHILE THE HIDDEN THINGS ARE STRONG AND HELD IN HIGH REGARD. THE MYSTERIES OF TRUTH ARE REVEALED, THOUGH IN TYPE AND IMAGE. THE BRIDAL CHAMBER, HOWEVER, REMAINS HIDDEN. IT IS THE HOLY IN THE HOLY. THE VEIL AT FIRST CONCEALED HOW GOD CONTROLLED THE CREATION, BUT WHEN THE VEIL IS RENT AND THE THINGS INSIDE ARE REVEALED, THIS HOUSE WILL BE LEFT DESOLATE, OR RATHER WILL BE DESTROYED. AND THE WHOLE (INFERIOR) GODHEAD WILL FLEE FROM HERE, BUT NOT INTO THE HOLIES OF THE HOLIES, FOR IT WILL NOT BE ABLE TO MIX WITH THE UNMIXED LIGHT AND THE FLAWLESS FULLNESS, BUT WILL BE UNDER THE WINGS OF THE CROSS AND UNDER ITS ARMS. THIS ARK WILL BE THEIR SALVATION WHEN THE FLOOD OF WATER SURGES OVER THEM. IF SOME BELONG TO THE ORDER OF THE PRIESTHOOD, THEY WILL BE ABLE TO GO WITHIN THE VEIL WITH THE HIGH PRIEST. FOR THIS REASON, THE VEIL WAS NOT RENT AT THE TOP ONLY, SINCE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN OPEN ONLY TO THOSE ABOVE; NOR WAS IT RENT AT THE BOTTOM ONLY, SINCE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN REVEALED ONLY TO THOSE BELOW. BUT IT WAS RENT FROM THE TOP TO BOTTOM. THOSE ABOVE OPENED TO US THE THINGS BELOW, IN ORDER THAT WE MAY GO IN TO THE SECRET OF THE TRUTH. THIS TRULY IS WHAT IS HELD IN HIGH REGARD, (AND) WHAT IS STRONG! BUT WE SHALL GO IN THERE BY MEANS OF LOWLY TYPES AND FORMS OF WEAKNESS. THEY ARE LOWLY INDEED WHEN COMPARED WITH THE PERFECT GLORY. THERE IS GLORY WHICH SURPASSES GLORY. THERE IS POWER WHICH SURPASSES POWER. THEREFORE, THE PERFECT THINGS HAVE OPENED TO US, TOGETHER WITH THE HIDDEN THINGS OF TRUTH. THE HOLIES OF THE HOLIES WERE REVEALED, AND THE BRIDAL CHAMBER INVITED US IN. AS LONG AS IT IS HIDDEN, WICKEDNESS IS INDEED INEFFECTUAL, BUT IT HAS NOT BEEN REMOVED FROM THE MIDST OF THE SEED OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. THEY ARE SLAVES OF EVIL. BUT WHEN IT IS REVEALED, THEN THE PERFECT LIGHT WILL FLOW OUT ON EVERY ONE. AND ALL THOSE WHO ARE IN IT WILL RECEIVE THE CHRISM. THEN THE SLAVES WILL BE FREE AND THE CAPTIVES RANSOMED. "EVERY PLANT WHICH MY FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN HAS NOT PLANTED WILL BE PLUCKED OUT." (MT 15:13) THOSE WHO ARE SEPARATED WILL UNITE [...] AND WILL BE FILLED. EVERY ONE WHO WILL ENTER THE BRIDAL CHAMBER WILL KINDLE THE LIGHT, FOR [...] JUST AS IN THE MARRIAGES WHICH ARE [...] HAPPEN AT NIGHT. THAT FIRE [...] ONLY AT NIGHT, AND IS PUT OUT. BUT THE MYSTERIES OF THAT MARRIAGE ARE PERFECTED RATHER IN THE DAY AND THE LIGHT. NEITHER THAT DAY NOR ITS LIGHT EVER SETS. IF ANYONE BECOMES A SON OF THE BRIDAL CHAMBER, HE WILL RECEIVE THE LIGHT. IF ANYONE DOES NOT RECEIVE IT WHILE HE IS HERE, HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO RECEIVE IT IN THE OTHER PLACE. HE WHO WILL RECEIVE THAT LIGHT WILL NOT BE SEEN, NOR CAN HE BE DETAINED. AND NONE SHALL BE ABLE TO TORMENT A PERSON LIKE THIS, EVEN WHILE HE DWELLS IN THE WORLD. AND AGAIN, WHEN HE LEAVES THE WORLD, HE HAS ALREADY RECEIVED THE TRUTH IN THE IMAGES. THE WORLD HAS BECOME THE AEON (ETERNAL REALM), FOR THE AEON IS FULLNESS FOR HIM. THIS IS THE WAY IT IS: IT IS REVEALED TO HIM ALONE, NOT HIDDEN IN THE DARKNESS AND THE NIGHT, BUT HIDDEN IN A PERFECT DAY AND A HOLY LIGHT.  
THE GOSPEL OF THOMAS
THESE ARE THE SECRET SAYINGS THAT THE LIVING JESUS SPOKE AND DIDYMOS JUDAS THOMAS RECORDED. 1. AND HE SAID, "WHOEVER DISCOVERS THE INTERPRETATION OF THESE SAYINGS WILL NOT TASTE DEATH." 2. JESUS SAID, "THOSE WHO SEEK SHOULD NOT STOP SEEKING UNTIL THEY FIND. WHEN THEY FIND, THEY WILL BE DISTURBED. WHEN THEY ARE DISTURBED, THEY WILL MARVEL, AND WILL REIGN OVER ALL. [AND AFTER THEY HAVE REIGNED, THEY WILL REST.]" 3. JESUS SAID, "IF YOUR LEADERS SAY TO YOU, 'LOOK, THE (FATHER'S) KINGDOM IS IN THE SKY,' THEN THE BIRDS OF THE SKY WILL PRECEDE YOU. IF THEY SAY TO YOU, 'IT IS IN THE SEA,' THEN THE FISH WILL PRECEDE YOU. RATHER, THE (FATHER'S) KINGDOM IS WITHIN YOU AND IT IS OUTSIDE YOU. WHEN YOU KNOW YOURSELVES, THEN YOU WILL BE KNOWN, AND YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THAT YOU ARE CHILDREN OF THE LIVING FATHER. BUT IF YOU DO NOT KNOW YOURSELVES, THEN YOU LIVE IN POVERTY, AND YOU ARE THE POVERTY." 4. JESUS SAID, "THE PERSON OLD IN DAYS WON'T HESITATE TO ASK A LITTLE CHILD SEVEN DAYS OLD ABOUT THE PLACE OF LIFE, AND THAT PERSON WILL LIVE. FOR MANY OF THE FIRST WILL BE LAST, AND WILL BECOME A SINGLE ONE." 5. JESUS SAID, "KNOW WHAT IS IN FRONT OF YOUR FACE, AND WHAT IS HIDDEN FROM YOU WILL BE DISCLOSED TO YOU. FOR THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN THAT WILL NOT BE REVEALED. [AND THERE IS NOTHING BURIED THAT WILL NOT BE RAISED.]" 6. HIS DISCIPLES ASKED HIM AND SAID TO HIM, "DO YOU WANT US TO FAST? HOW SHOULD WE PRAY? SHOULD WE GIVE TO CHARITY? WHAT DIET SHOULD WE OBSERVE?" JESUS SAID, "DON'T LIE, AND DON'T DO WHAT YOU HATE, BECAUSE ALL THINGS ARE DISCLOSED BEFORE HEAVEN. AFTER ALL, THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN THAT WILL NOT BE REVEALED, AND THERE IS NOTHING COVERED UP THAT WILL REMAIN UNDISCLOSED." 7. JESUS SAID, "LUCKY IS THE LION THAT THE HUMAN WILL EAT, SO THAT THE LION BECOMES HUMAN. AND FOUL IS THE HUMAN THAT THE LION WILL EAT, AND THE LION STILL WILL BECOME HUMAN." 8. AND HE SAID, "THE PERSON IS LIKE A WISE FISHERMAN WHO CAST HIS NET INTO THE SEA AND DREW IT UP FROM THE SEA FULL OF LITTLE FISH. AMONG THEM THE WISE FISHERMAN DISCOVERED A FINE LARGE FISH. HE THREW ALL THE LITTLE FISH BACK INTO THE SEA, AND EASILY CHOSE THE LARGE FISH. ANYONE HERE WITH TWO GOOD EARS HAD BETTER LISTEN!" 9. JESUS SAID, "LOOK, THE SOWER WENT OUT, TOOK A HANDFUL (OF SEEDS), AND SCATTERED (THEM). SOME FELL ON THE ROAD, AND THE BIRDS CAME AND GATHERED THEM. OTHERS FELL ON ROCK, AND THEY DIDN'T TAKE ROOT IN THE SOIL AND DIDN'T PRODUCE HEADS OF GRAIN. OTHERS FELL ON THORNS, AND THEY CHOKED THE SEEDS AND WORMS ATE THEM. AND OTHERS FELL ON GOOD SOIL, AND IT PRODUCED A GOOD CROP: IT YIELDED SIXTY PER MEASURE AND ONE HUNDRED TWENTY PER MEASURE." 10. JESUS SAID, "I HAVE CAST FIRE UPON THE WORLD, AND LOOK, I'M GUARDING IT UNTIL IT BLAZES." 11. JESUS SAID, "THIS HEAVEN WILL PASS AWAY, AND THE ONE ABOVE IT WILL PASS AWAY. THE DEAD ARE NOT ALIVE, AND THE LIVING WILL NOT DIE. DURING THE DAYS WHEN YOU ATE WHAT IS DEAD, YOU MADE IT COME ALIVE. WHEN YOU ARE IN THE LIGHT, WHAT WILL YOU DO? ON THE DAY WHEN YOU WERE ONE, YOU BECAME TWO. BUT WHEN YOU BECOME TWO, WHAT WILL YOU DO?" 12. THE DISCIPLES SAID TO JESUS, "WE KNOW THAT YOU ARE GOING TO LEAVE US. WHO WILL BE OUR LEADER?" JESUS SAID TO THEM, "NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE YOU ARE TO GO TO JAMES THE JUST, FOR WHOSE SAKE HEAVEN AND EARTH CAME INTO BEING." 13. JESUS SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, "COMPARE ME TO SOMETHING AND TELL ME WHAT I AM LIKE." SIMON PETER SAID TO HIM, "YOU ARE LIKE A JUST MESSENGER." MATTHEW SAID TO HIM, "YOU ARE LIKE A WISE PHILOSOPHER." THOMAS SAID TO HIM, "TEACHER, MY MOUTH IS UTTERLY UNABLE TO SAY WHAT YOU ARE LIKE." JESUS SAID, "I AM NOT YOUR TEACHER. BECAUSE YOU HAVE DRUNK, YOU HAVE BECOME INTOXICATED FROM THE BUBBLING SPRING THAT I HAVE TENDED." AND HE TOOK HIM, AND WITHDREW, AND SPOKE THREE SAYINGS TO HIM. WHEN THOMAS CAME BACK TO HIS FRIENDS, THEY ASKED HIM, "WHAT DID JESUS SAY TO YOU?" THOMAS SAID TO THEM, "IF I TELL YOU ONE OF THE SAYINGS, HE SPOKE TO ME, YOU WILL PICK UP ROCKS AND STONE ME, AND FIRE WILL COME FROM THE ROCKS AND DEVOUR YOU." 14. JESUS SAID TO THEM, "IF YOU FAST, YOU WILL BRING SIN UPON YOURSELVES, AND IF YOU PRAY, YOU WILL BE CONDEMNED, AND IF YOU GIVE TO CHARITY, YOU WILL HARM YOUR SPIRITS. WHEN YOU GO INTO ANY REGION AND WALK ABOUT IN THE COUNTRYSIDE, WHEN PEOPLE TAKE YOU IN, EAT WHAT THEY SERVE YOU AND HEAL THE SICK AMONG THEM. AFTER ALL, WHAT GOES INTO YOUR MOUTH WILL NOT DEFILE YOU; RATHER, IT'S WHAT COMES OUT OF YOUR MOUTH THAT WILL DEFILE YOU." 15. JESUS SAID, "WHEN YOU SEE ONE WHO WAS NOT BORN OF WOMAN, FALL ON YOUR FACES AND WORSHIP. THAT ONE IS YOUR FATHER." 16. JESUS SAID, "PERHAPS PEOPLE THINK THAT I HAVE COME TO CAST PEACE UPON THE WORLD. THEY DO NOT KNOW THAT I HAVE COME TO CAST CONFLICTS UPON THE EARTH: FIRE, SWORD, WAR. FOR THERE WILL BE FIVE IN A HOUSE: THERE'LL BE THREE AGAINST TWO AND TWO AGAINST THREE, FATHER AGAINST SON AND SON AGAINST FATHER, AND THEY WILL STAND ALONE." 17. JESUS SAID, "I WILL GIVE YOU WHAT NO EYE HAS SEEN, WHAT NO EAR HAS HEARD, WHAT NO HAND HAS TOUCHED, WHAT HAS NOT ARISEN IN THE HUMAN HEART." 18. THE DISCIPLES SAID TO JESUS, "TELL US, HOW WILL OUR END COME?" JESUS SAID, "HAVE YOU FOUND THE BEGINNING, THEN, THAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR THE END? YOU SEE, THE END WILL BE WHERE THE BEGINNING IS. CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ONE WHO STANDS AT THE BEGINNING: THAT ONE WILL KNOW THE END AND WILL NOT TASTE DEATH." 19. JESUS SAID, "CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ONE WHO CAME INTO BEING BEFORE COMING INTO BEING. IF YOU BECOME MY DISCIPLES AND PAY ATTENTION TO MY SAYINGS, THESE STONES WILL SERVE YOU. FOR THERE ARE FIVE TREES IN PARADISE FOR YOU; THEY DO NOT CHANGE, SUMMER OR WINTER, AND THEIR LEAVES DO NOT FALL. WHOEVER KNOWS THEM WILL NOT TASTE DEATH." 20. THE DISCIPLES SAID TO JESUS, "TELL US WHAT HEAVEN'S KINGDOM IS LIKE." HE SAID TO THEM, "IT'S LIKE A MUSTARD SEED, THE SMALLEST OF ALL SEEDS, BUT WHEN IT FALLS ON PREPARED SOIL, IT PRODUCES A LARGE PLANT AND BECOMES A SHELTER FOR BIRDS OF THE SKY." 21. MARY SAID TO JESUS, "WHAT ARE YOUR DISCIPLES LIKE?" HE SAID, "THEY ARE LIKE LITTLE CHILDREN LIVING IN A FIELD THAT IS NOT THEIRS. WHEN THE OWNERS OF THE FIELD COME, THEY WILL SAY, 'GIVE US BACK OUR FIELD.' THEY TAKE OFF THEIR CLOTHES IN FRONT OF THEM IN ORDER TO GIVE IT BACK TO THEM, AND THEY RETURN THEIR FIELD TO THEM. FOR THIS REASON, I SAY, IF THE OWNERS OF A HOUSE KNOW THAT A THIEF IS COMING, THEY WILL BE ON GUARD BEFORE THE THIEF ARRIVES AND WILL NOT LET THE THIEF BREAK INTO THEIR HOUSE (THEIR DOMAIN) AND STEAL THEIR POSSESSIONS. AS FOR YOU, THEN, BE ON GUARD AGAINST THE WORLD. PREPARE YOURSELVES WITH GREAT STRENGTH, SO THE ROBBERS CAN'T FIND A WAY TO GET TO YOU, FOR THE TROUBLE YOU EXPECT WILL COME. LET THERE BE AMONG YOU A PERSON WHO UNDERSTANDS. WHEN THE CROP RIPENED, HE CAME QUICKLY CARRYING A SICKLE AND HARVESTED IT. ANYONE HERE WITH TWO GOOD EARS HAD BETTER LISTEN!" 22. JESUS SAW SOME BABIES NURSING. HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, "THESE NURSING BABIES ARE LIKE THOSE WHO ENTER THE (FATHER'S) KINGDOM." THEY SAID TO HIM, "THEN SHALL WE ENTER THE (FATHER'S) KINGDOM AS BABIES?" JESUS SAID TO THEM, "WHEN YOU MAKE THE TWO INTO ONE, AND WHEN YOU MAKE THE INNER LIKE THE OUTER AND THE OUTER LIKE THE INNER, AND THE UPPER LIKE THE LOWER, AND WHEN YOU MAKE MALE AND FEMALE INTO A SINGLE ONE, SO THAT THE MALE WILL NOT BE MALE NOR THE FEMALE BE FEMALE, WHEN YOU MAKE EYES IN PLACE OF AN EYE, A HAND IN PLACE OF A HAND, A FOOT IN PLACE OF A FOOT, AN IMAGE IN PLACE OF AN IMAGE, THEN YOU WILL ENTER [THE KINGDOM]." 23. JESUS SAID, "I SHALL CHOOSE YOU, ONE FROM A THOUSAND AND TWO FROM TEN THOUSAND, AND THEY WILL STAND AS A SINGLE ONE." 24. HIS DISCIPLES SAID, "SHOW US THE PLACE WHERE YOU ARE, FOR WE MUST SEEK IT." HE SAID TO THEM, "ANYONE HERE WITH TWO EARS HAD BETTER LISTEN! THERE IS LIGHT WITHIN A PERSON OF LIGHT, AND IT SHINES ON THE WHOLE WORLD. IF IT DOES NOT SHINE, IT IS DARK." 25. JESUS SAID, "LOVE YOUR FRIENDS LIKE YOUR OWN SOUL, PROTECT THEM LIKE THE PUPIL OF YOUR EYE." 26. JESUS SAID, "YOU SEE THE SLIVER IN YOUR FRIEND'S EYE, BUT YOU DON'T SEE THE TIMBER IN YOUR OWN EYE. WHEN YOU TAKE THE TIMBER OUT OF YOUR OWN EYE, THEN YOU WILL SEE WELL ENOUGH TO REMOVE THE SLIVER FROM YOUR FRIEND'S EYE." 27. "IF YOU DO NOT FAST FROM THE WORLD, YOU WILL NOT FIND THE (FATHER'S) KINGDOM. IF YOU DO NOT OBSERVE THE SABBATH AS A SABBATH YOU WILL NOT SEE THE FATHER." 28. JESUS SAID, "I TOOK MY STAND IN THE MIDST OF THE WORLD, AND IN FLESH I APPEARED TO THEM. I FOUND THEM ALL DRUNK, AND I DID NOT FIND ANY OF THEM THIRSTY. MY SOUL ACHED FOR THE CHILDREN OF HUMANITY, BECAUSE THEY ARE BLIND IN THEIR HEARTS AND DO NOT SEE, FOR THEY CAME INTO THE WORLD EMPTY, AND THEY ALSO SEEK TO DEPART FROM THE WORLD EMPTY. BUT MEANWHILE THEY ARE DRUNK. WHEN THEY SHAKE OFF THEIR WINE, THEN THEY WILL CHANGE THEIR WAYS." 29. JESUS SAID, "IF THE FLESH CAME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF SPIRIT, THAT IS A MARVEL, BUT IF SPIRIT CAME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF THE BODY, THAT IS A MARVEL OF MARVELS. YET I MARVEL AT HOW THIS GREAT WEALTH HAS COME TO DWELL IN THIS POVERTY." 30. JESUS SAID, "WHERE THERE ARE THREE DEITIES, THEY ARE DIVINE. WHERE THERE ARE TWO OR ONE, I AM WITH THAT ONE." 31. JESUS SAID, "NO PROPHET IS WELCOME ON HIS HOME TURF; DOCTORS DON'T CURE THOSE WHO KNOW THEM." 32. JESUS SAID, "A CITY BUILT ON A HIGH HILL AND FORTIFIED CANNOT FALL, NOR CAN IT BE HIDDEN." 33. JESUS SAID, "WHAT YOU WILL HEAR IN YOUR EAR, IN THE OTHER EAR PROCLAIM FROM YOUR ROOFTOPS. AFTER ALL, NO ONE LIGHTS A LAMP AND PUTS IT UNDER A BASKET, NOR DOES ONE PUT IT IN A HIDDEN PLACE. RATHER, ONE PUTS IT ON A LAMPSTAND SO THAT ALL WHO COME AND GO WILL SEE ITS LIGHT." 34. JESUS SAID, "IF A BLIND PERSON LEADS A BLIND PERSON, BOTH OF THEM WILL FALL INTO A HOLE." 35. JESUS SAID, "ONE CAN'T ENTER A STRONG PERSON'S HOUSE AND TAKE IT BY FORCE WITHOUT TYING HIS HANDS. THEN ONE CAN LOOT HIS HOUSE." 36. JESUS SAID, "DO NOT FRET, FROM MORNING TO EVENING AND FROM EVENING TO MORNING, [ABOUT YOUR FOOD--WHAT YOU'RE GOING TO EAT, OR ABOUT YOUR CLOTHING--] WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO WEAR. [YOU'RE MUCH BETTER THAN THE LILIES, WHICH NEITHER CARD NOR SPIN. AS FOR YOU, WHEN YOU HAVE NO GARMENT, WHAT WILL YOU PUT ON? WHO MIGHT ADD TO YOUR STATURE? THAT VERY ONE WILL GIVE YOU YOUR GARMENT.]" 37. HIS DISCIPLES SAID, "WHEN WILL YOU APPEAR TO US, AND WHEN WILL WE SEE YOU?" JESUS SAID, "WHEN YOU STRIP WITHOUT BEING ASHAMED, AND YOU TAKE YOUR CLOTHES AND PUT THEM UNDER YOUR FEET LIKE LITTLE CHILDREN AND TRAMPLE THEN, THEN [YOU] WILL SEE THE SON OF THE LIVING ONE AND YOU WILL NOT BE AFRAID." 38. JESUS SAID, "OFTEN YOU HAVE DESIRED TO HEAR THESE SAYINGS THAT I AM SPEAKING TO YOU, AND YOU HAVE NO ONE ELSE FROM WHOM TO HEAR THEM. THERE WILL BE DAYS WHEN YOU WILL SEEK ME AND YOU WILL NOT FIND ME." 39. JESUS SAID, "THE PHARISEES AND THE SCHOLARS HAVE TAKEN THE KEYS OF KNOWLEDGE AND HAVE HIDDEN THEM. THEY HAVE NOT ENTERED NOR HAVE THEY ALLOWED THOSE WHO WANT TO ENTER TO DO SO. AS FOR YOU, BE AS SLY AS SNAKES AND AS SIMPLE AS DOVES." 40. JESUS SAID, "A GRAPEVINE HAS BEEN PLANTED APART FROM THE FATHER. SINCE IT IS NOT STRONG, IT WILL BE PULLED UP BY ITS ROOT AND WILL PERISH." 41. JESUS SAID, "WHOEVER HAS SOMETHING IN HAND WILL BE GIVEN MORE, AND WHOEVER HAS NOTHING WILL BE DEPRIVED OF EVEN THE LITTLE THEY HAVE." 42. JESUS SAID, "BE PASSERSBY." 43. HIS DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, "WHO ARE YOU TO SAY THESE THINGS TO US?" "YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND WHO I AM FROM WHAT I SAY TO YOU. RATHER, YOU HAVE BECOME LIKE THE JUDEANS, FOR THEY LOVE THE TREE BUT HATE ITS FRUIT, OR THEY LOVE THE FRUIT BUT HATE THE TREE." 44. JESUS SAID, "WHOEVER BLASPHEMES AGAINST THE FATHER WILL BE FORGIVEN, AND WHOEVER BLASPHEMES AGAINST THE SON WILL BE FORGIVEN, BUT WHOEVER BLASPHEMES AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL NOT BE FORGIVEN, EITHER ON EARTH OR IN HEAVEN." 45. JESUS SAID, "GRAPES ARE NOT HARVESTED FROM THORN TREES, NOR ARE FIGS GATHERED FROM THISTLES, FOR THEY YIELD NO FRUIT. GOOD PERSONS PRODUCE GOOD FROM WHAT THEY'VE STORED UP; BAD PERSONS PRODUCE EVIL FROM THE WICKEDNESS THEY'VE STORED UP IN THEIR HEARTS, AND SAY EVIL THINGS. FOR FROM THE OVERFLOW OF THE HEART THEY PRODUCE EVIL." 46. JESUS SAID, "FROM ADAM TO JOHN THE BAPTIST, AMONG THOSE BORN OF WOMEN, NO ONE IS SO MUCH GREATER THAN JOHN THE BAPTIST THAT HIS EYES SHOULD NOT BE AVERTED. BUT I HAVE SAID THAT WHOEVER AMONG YOU BECOMES A CHILD WILL RECOGNIZE THE (FATHER'S) KINGDOM AND WILL BECOME GREATER THAN JOHN." 47. JESUS SAID, "A PERSON CANNOT MOUNT TWO HORSES OR BEND TWO BOWS. AND A SLAVE CANNOT SERVE TWO MASTERS, OTHERWISE THAT SLAVE WILL HONOR THE ONE AND OFFEND THE OTHER. NOBODY DRINKS AGED WINE AND IMMEDIATELY WANTS TO DRINK YOUNG WINE. YOUNG WINE IS NOT POURED INTO OLD WINESKINS, OR THEY MIGHT BREAK, AND AGED WINE IS NOT POURED INTO A NEW WINESKIN, OR IT MIGHT SPOIL. AN OLD PATCH IS NOT SEWN ONTO A NEW GARMENT, SINCE IT WOULD CREATE A TEAR." 48. JESUS SAID, "IF TWO MAKE PEACE WITH EACH OTHER IN A SINGLE HOUSE, THEY WILL SAY TO THE MOUNTAIN, 'MOVE FROM HERE!' AND IT WILL MOVE." 49. JESUS SAID, "CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE WHO ARE ALONE AND CHOSEN, FOR YOU WILL FIND THE KINGDOM. FOR YOU HAVE COME FROM IT, AND YOU WILL RETURN THERE AGAIN." 50. JESUS SAID, "IF THEY SAY TO YOU, 'WHERE HAVE YOU COME FROM?' SAY TO THEM, 'WE HAVE COME FROM THE LIGHT, FROM THE PLACE WHERE THE LIGHT CAME INTO BEING BY ITSELF, ESTABLISHED [ITSELF], AND APPEARED IN THEIR IMAGE.' IF THEY SAY TO YOU, 'IS IT YOU?' SAY, 'WE ARE ITS CHILDREN, AND WE ARE THE CHOSEN OF THE LIVING FATHER.' IF THEY ASK YOU, 'WHAT IS THE EVIDENCE OF YOUR FATHER IN YOU?' SAY TO THEM, 'IT IS MOTION AND REST.'" 51. HIS DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, "WHEN WILL THE REST FOR THE DEAD TAKE PLACE, AND WHEN WILL THE NEW WORLD COME?" HE SAID TO THEM, "WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO HAS COME, BUT YOU DON'T KNOW IT." 52. HIS DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, "TWENTY-FOUR PROPHETS HAVE SPOKEN IN ISRAEL, AND THEY ALL SPOKE OF YOU." HE SAID TO THEM, "YOU HAVE DISREGARDED THE LIVING ONE WHO IS IN YOUR PRESENCE, AND HAVE SPOKEN OF THE DEAD." 53. HIS DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, "IS CIRCUMCISION USEFUL OR NOT?" HE SAID TO THEM, "IF IT WERE USEFUL, THEIR FATHER WOULD PRODUCE CHILDREN ALREADY CIRCUMCISED FROM THEIR MOTHER. RATHER, THE TRUE CIRCUMCISION IN SPIRIT HAS BECOME PROFITABLE IN EVERY RESPECT." 54. JESUS SAID, "CONGRATULATIONS TO THE POOR, FOR TO YOU BELONGS HEAVEN'S KINGDOM." 55. JESUS SAID, "WHOEVER DOES NOT HATE FATHER AND MOTHER CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE, AND WHOEVER DOES NOT HATE BROTHERS AND SISTERS, AND CARRY THE CROSS AS I DO, WILL NOT BE WORTHY OF ME." 56. JESUS SAID, "WHOEVER HAS COME TO KNOW THE WORLD HAS DISCOVERED A CARCASS, AND WHOEVER HAS DISCOVERED A CARCASS, OF THAT PERSON THE WORLD IS NOT WORTHY." 57 JESUS SAID, "THE FATHER'S KINGDOM IS LIKE A PERSON WHO HAS [GOOD] SEED. HIS ENEMY CAME DURING THE NIGHT AND SOWED WEEDS AMONG THE GOOD SEED. THE PERSON DID NOT LET THE WORKERS PULL UP THE WEEDS, BUT SAID TO THEM, 'NO, OTHERWISE YOU MIGHT GO TO PULL UP THE WEEDS AND PULL UP THE WHEAT ALONG WITH THEM.' FOR ON THE DAY OF THE HARVEST THE WEEDS WILL BE CONSPICUOUS, AND WILL BE PULLED UP AND BURNED." 58. JESUS SAID, "CONGRATULATIONS TO THE PERSON WHO HAS TOILED AND HAS FOUND LIFE." 59. JESUS SAID, "LOOK TO THE LIVING ONE AS LONG AS YOU LIVE, OTHERWISE YOU MIGHT DIE AND THEN TRY TO SEE THE LIVING ONE, AND YOU WILL BE UNABLE TO SEE." 60. HE SAW A SAMARITAN CARRYING A LAMB AND GOING TO JUDEA. HE SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, "THAT PERSON... AROUND THE LAMB." THEY SAID TO HIM, "SO THAT HE MAY KILL IT AND EAT IT." HE SAID TO THEM, "HE WILL NOT EAT IT WHILE IT IS ALIVE, BUT ONLY AFTER HE HAS KILLED IT AND IT HAS BECOME A CARCASS." THEY SAID, "OTHERWISE HE CAN'T DO IT." HE SAID TO THEM, "SO ALSO WITH YOU, SEEK FOR YOURSELVES A PLACE FOR REST, OR YOU MIGHT BECOME A CARCASS AND BE EATEN." 61. JESUS SAID, "TWO WILL RECLINE ON A COUCH; ONE WILL DIE, ONE WILL LIVE." SALOME SAID, "WHO ARE YOU MISTER? YOU HAVE CLIMBED ONTO MY COUCH AND EATEN FROM MY TABLE AS IF YOU ARE FROM SOMEONE." JESUS SAID TO HER, "I AM THE ONE WHO COMES FROM WHAT IS WHOLE. I WAS GRANTED FROM THE THINGS OF MY FATHER." "I AM YOUR DISCIPLE." "FOR THIS REASON, I SAY, IF ONE IS WHOLE, ONE WILL BE FILLED WITH LIGHT, BUT IF ONE IS DIVIDED, ONE WILL BE FILLED WITH DARKNESS." 62. JESUS SAID, "I DISCLOSE MY MYSTERIES TO THOSE [WHO ARE WORTHY] OF [MY] MYSTERIES. 63 JESUS SAID, "THERE WAS A RICH PERSON WHO HAD A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY. HE SAID, 'I SHALL INVEST MY MONEY SO THAT I MAY SOW, REAP, PLANT, AND FILL MY STOREHOUSES WITH PRODUCE, THAT I MAY LACK NOTHING.' THESE WERE THE THINGS HE WAS THINKING IN HIS HEART, BUT THAT VERY NIGHT HE DIED. ANYONE HERE WITH TWO EARS HAD BETTER LISTEN!" 64. JESUS SAID, "A PERSON WAS RECEIVING GUESTS. WHEN HE HAD PREPARED THE DINNER, HE SENT HIS SLAVE TO INVITE THE GUESTS. THE SLAVE WENT TO THE FIRST AND SAID TO THAT ONE, 'MY MASTER INVITES YOU.' THAT ONE SAID, 'SOME MERCHANTS OWE ME MONEY; THEY ARE COMING TO ME TONIGHT. I HAVE TO GO AND GIVE THEM INSTRUCTIONS. PLEASE EXCUSE ME FROM DINNER.' THE SLAVE WENT TO ANOTHER AND SAID TO THAT ONE, 'MY MASTER HAS INVITED YOU.' THAT ONE SAID TO THE SLAVE, 'I HAVE BOUGHT A HOUSE, AND I HAVE BEEN CALLED AWAY FOR A DAY. I SHALL HAVE NO TIME.' THE SLAVE WENT TO ANOTHER AND SAID TO THAT ONE, 'MY MASTER INVITES YOU.' THAT ONE SAID TO THE SLAVE, 'MY FRIEND IS TO BE MARRIED, AND I AM TO ARRANGE THE BANQUET. I SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO COME. PLEASE EXCUSE ME FROM DINNER.' THE SLAVE WENT TO ANOTHER AND SAID TO THAT ONE, 'MY MASTER INVITES YOU.' THAT ONE SAID TO THE SLAVE, 'I HAVE BOUGHT AN ESTATE, AND I AM GOING TO COLLECT THE RENT. I SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO COME. PLEASE EXCUSE ME.' THE SLAVE RETURNED AND SAID TO HIS MASTER, 'THOSE WHOM YOU INVITED TO DINNER HAVE ASKED TO BE EXCUSED.' THE MASTER SAID TO HIS SLAVE, 'GO OUT ON THE STREETS AND BRING BACK WHOMEVER YOU FIND TO HAVE DINNER.' BUYERS AND MERCHANTS [WILL] NOT ENTER THE PLACES OF MY FATHER." 65. HE SAID, "A [...] PERSON OWNED A VINEYARD AND RENTED IT TO SOME FARMERS, SO THEY COULD WORK IT AND HE COULD COLLECT ITS CROP FROM THEM. HE SENT HIS SLAVE SO THE FARMERS WOULD GIVE HIM THE VINEYARD'S CROP. THEY GRABBED HIM, BEAT HIM, AND ALMOST KILLED HIM, AND THE SLAVE RETURNED AND TOLD HIS MASTER. HIS MASTER SAID, 'PERHAPS HE DIDN'T KNOW THEM.' HE SENT ANOTHER SLAVE, AND THE FARMERS BEAT THAT ONE AS WELL. THEN THE MASTER SENT HIS SON AND SAID, 'PERHAPS THEY'LL SHOW MY SON SOME RESPECT.' BECAUSE THE FARMERS KNEW THAT HE WAS THE HEIR TO THE VINEYARD, THEY GRABBED HIM AND KILLED HIM. ANYONE HERE WITH TWO EARS HAD BETTER LISTEN!" 66. JESUS SAID, "SHOW ME THE STONE THAT THE BUILDERS REJECTED: THAT IS THE KEYSTONE." 67. JESUS SAID, "THOSE WHO KNOW ALL, BUT ARE LACKING IN THEMSELVES, ARE UTTERLY LACKING." 68. JESUS SAID, "CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU WHEN YOU ARE HATED AND PERSECUTED; AND NO PLACE WILL BE FOUND, WHEREVER YOU HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED." 69. JESUS SAID, "CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED IN THEIR HEARTS: THEY ARE THE ONES WHO HAVE TRULY COME TO KNOW THE FATHER. CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE WHO GO HUNGRY, SO THE STOMACH OF THE ONE IN WANT MAY BE FILLED." 70. JESUS SAID, "IF YOU BRING FORTH WHAT IS WITHIN YOU, WHAT YOU HAVE WILL SAVE YOU. IF YOU DO NOT HAVE THAT WITHIN YOU, WHAT YOU DO NOT HAVE WITHIN YOU [WILL] KILL YOU." 71. JESUS SAID, "I WILL DESTROY [THIS] HOUSE, AND NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO BUILD IT [...]." 72. A [PERSON SAID] TO HIM, "TELL MY BROTHERS TO DIVIDE MY FATHER'S POSSESSIONS WITH ME." HE SAID TO THE PERSON, "MISTER, WHO MADE ME A DIVIDER?" HE TURNED TO HIS DISCIPLES AND SAID TO THEM, "I'M NOT A DIVIDER, AM I?" 73. JESUS SAID, "THE CROP IS HUGE BUT THE WORKERS ARE FEW, SO BEG THE HARVEST BOSS TO DISPATCH WORKERS TO THE FIELDS." 74. HE SAID, "LORD, THERE ARE MANY AROUND THE DRINKING TROUGH, BUT THERE IS NOTHING IN THE WELL." 75. JESUS SAID, "THERE ARE MANY STANDING AT THE DOOR, BUT THOSE WHO ARE ALONE WILL ENTER THE BRIDAL SUITE." 76. JESUS SAID, "THE FATHER'S KINGDOM IS LIKE A MERCHANT WHO HAD A SUPPLY OF MERCHANDISE AND FOUND A PEARL. THAT MERCHANT WAS PRUDENT; HE SOLD THE MERCHANDISE AND BOUGHT THE SINGLE PEARL FOR HIMSELF. SO ALSO, WITH YOU, SEEK HIS TREASURE THAT IS UNFAILING, THAT IS ENDURING, WHERE NO MOTH COMES TO EAT AND NO WORM DESTROYS." 77. JESUS SAID, "I AM THE LIGHT THAT IS OVER ALL THINGS. I AM ALL: FROM ME ALL CAME FORTH, AND TO ME ALL ATTAINED. SPLIT A PIECE OF WOOD; I AM THERE. LIFT UP THE STONE, AND YOU WILL FIND ME THERE." 78. JESUS SAID, "WHY HAVE YOU COME OUT TO THE COUNTRYSIDE? TO SEE A REED SHAKEN BY THE WIND? AND TO SEE A PERSON DRESSED IN SOFT CLOTHES, [LIKE YOUR] RULERS AND YOUR POWERFUL ONES? THEY ARE DRESSED IN SOFT CLOTHES, AND THEY CANNOT UNDERSTAND TRUTH." 79. A WOMAN IN THE CROWD SAID TO HIM, "LUCKY ARE THE WOMB THAT BORE YOU AND THE BREASTS THAT FED YOU." HE SAID TO [HER], "LUCKY ARE THOSE WHO HAVE HEARD THE WORD OF THE FATHER AND HAVE TRULY KEPT IT. FOR THERE WILL BE DAYS WHEN YOU WILL SAY, 'LUCKY ARE THE WOMB THAT HAS NOT CONCEIVED AND THE BREASTS THAT HAVE NOT GIVEN MILK.'" 80. JESUS SAID, "WHOEVER HAS COME TO KNOW THE WORLD HAS DISCOVERED THE BODY, AND WHOEVER HAS DISCOVERED THE BODY, OF THAT ONE THE WORLD IS NOT WORTHY." 81. JESUS SAID, "LET ONE WHO HAS BECOME WEALTHY REIGN, AND LET ONE WHO HAS POWER RENOUNCE <IT>." 82. JESUS SAID, "WHOEVER IS NEAR ME IS NEAR THE FIRE, AND WHOEVER IS FAR FROM ME IS FAR FROM THE (FATHER'S) KINGDOM." 83. JESUS SAID, "IMAGES ARE VISIBLE TO PEOPLE, BUT THE LIGHT WITHIN THEM IS HIDDEN IN THE IMAGE OF THE FATHER'S LIGHT. HE WILL BE DISCLOSED, BUT HIS IMAGE IS HIDDEN BY HIS LIGHT." 84. JESUS SAID, "WHEN YOU SEE YOUR LIKENESS, YOU ARE HAPPY. BUT WHEN YOU SEE YOUR IMAGES THAT CAME INTO BEING BEFORE YOU AND THAT NEITHER DIE NOR BECOME VISIBLE, HOW MUCH YOU WILL HAVE TO BEAR!" 85. JESUS SAID, "ADAM CAME FROM GREAT POWER AND GREAT WEALTH, BUT HE WAS NOT WORTHY OF YOU. FOR HAD HE BEEN WORTHY, [HE WOULD] NOT [HAVE TASTED] DEATH." 86. JESUS SAID, "[FOXES HAVE] THEIR DENS AND BIRDS HAVE THEIR NESTS, BUT HUMAN BEINGS HAVE NO PLACE TO LAY DOWN AND REST." 87. JESUS SAID, "HOW MISERABLE IS THE BODY THAT DEPENDS ON A BODY, AND HOW MISERABLE IS THE SOUL THAT DEPENDS ON THESE TWO." 88. JESUS SAID, "THE MESSENGERS AND THE PROPHETS WILL COME TO YOU AND GIVE YOU WHAT BELONGS TO YOU. YOU, IN TURN, GIVE THEM WHAT YOU HAVE, AND SAY TO YOURSELVES, 'WHEN WILL THEY COME AND TAKE WHAT BELONGS TO THEM?'" 89. JESUS SAID, "WHY DO YOU WASH THE OUTSIDE OF THE CUP? DON'T YOU UNDERSTAND THAT THE ONE WHO MADE THE INSIDE IS ALSO THE ONE WHO MADE THE OUTSIDE?" 90. JESUS SAID, "COME TO ME, FOR MY YOKE IS COMFORTABLE AND MY LORDSHIP IS GENTLE, AND YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOURSELVES." 91. THEY SAID TO HIM, "TELL US WHO YOU ARE SO THAT WE MAY BELIEVE IN YOU." HE SAID TO THEM, "YOU EXAMINE THE FACE OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, BUT YOU HAVE NOT COME TO KNOW THE ONE WHO IS IN YOUR PRESENCE, AND YOU DO NOT KNOW HOW TO EXAMINE THE PRESENT MOMENT." 92. JESUS SAID, "SEEK AND YOU WILL FIND. IN THE PAST, HOWEVER, I DID NOT TELL YOU THE THINGS ABOUT WHICH YOU ASKED ME THEN. NOW I AM WILLING TO TELL THEM, BUT YOU ARE NOT SEEKING THEM." 93. "DON'T GIVE WHAT IS HOLY TO DOGS, FOR THEY MIGHT THROW THEM UPON THE MANURE PILE. DON'T THROW PEARLS [TO] PIGS, OR THEY MIGHT ... IT [...]." 94. JESUS [SAID], "ONE WHO SEEKS WILL FIND, AND FOR [ONE WHO KNOCKS] IT WILL BE OPENED." 95. [JESUS SAID], "IF YOU HAVE MONEY, DON'T LEND IT AT INTEREST. RATHER, GIVE [IT] TO SOMEONE FROM WHOM YOU WON'T GET IT BACK." 96. JESUS [SAID], "THE FATHER'S KINGDOM IS LIKE [A] WOMAN. SHE TOOK A LITTLE LEAVEN, [HID] IT IN DOUGH, AND MADE IT INTO LARGE LOAVES OF BREAD. ANYONE HERE WITH TWO EARS HAD BETTER LISTEN!" 97. JESUS SAID, "THE [FATHER'S] KINGDOM IS LIKE A WOMAN WHO WAS CARRYING A [JAR] FULL OF MEAL. WHILE SHE WAS WALKING ALONG [A] DISTANT ROAD, THE HANDLE OF THE JAR BROKE AND THE MEAL SPILLED BEHIND HER [ALONG] THE ROAD. SHE DIDN'T KNOW IT; SHE HADN'T NOTICED A PROBLEM. WHEN SHE REACHED HER HOUSE, SHE PUT THE JAR DOWN AND DISCOVERED THAT IT WAS EMPTY." 98. JESUS SAID, "THE FATHER'S KINGDOM IS LIKE A PERSON WHO WANTED TO KILL SOMEONE POWERFUL. WHILE STILL AT HOME HE DREW HIS SWORD AND THRUST IT INTO THE WALL TO FIND OUT WHETHER HIS HAND WOULD GO IN. THEN HE KILLED THE POWERFUL ONE." 99. THE DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, "YOUR BROTHERS AND YOUR MOTHER ARE STANDING OUTSIDE." HE SAID TO THEM, "THOSE HERE WHO DO WHAT MY FATHER WANTS ARE MY BROTHERS AND MY MOTHER. THEY ARE THE ONES WHO WILL ENTER MY FATHER'S KINGDOM." 100. THEY SHOWED JESUS A GOLD COIN AND SAID TO HIM, "THE ROMAN EMPEROR'S PEOPLE DEMAND TAXES FROM US." HE SAID TO THEM, "GIVE THE EMPEROR WHAT BELONGS TO THE EMPEROR, GIVE GOD WHAT BELONGS TO GOD, AND GIVE ME WHAT IS MINE." 101. "WHOEVER DOES NOT HATE [FATHER] AND MOTHER AS I DO CANNOT BE MY [DISCIPLE], AND WHOEVER DOES [NOT] LOVE [FATHER AND] MOTHER AS I DO CANNOT BE MY [DISCIPLE]. FOR MY MOTHER [...], BUT MY TRUE [MOTHER] GAVE ME LIFE." 102. JESUS SAID, "DAMN THE PHARISEES! THEY ARE LIKE A DOG SLEEPING IN THE CATTLE MANGER: THE DOG NEITHER EATS NOR [LETS] THE CATTLE EAT." 103. JESUS SAID, "CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE WHO KNOW WHERE THE REBELS ARE GOING TO ATTACK. [THEY] CAN GET GOING, COLLECT THEIR IMPERIAL RESOURCES, AND BE PREPARED BEFORE THE REBELS ARRIVE." 104. THEY SAID TO JESUS, "COME, LET US PRAY TODAY, AND LET US FAST." JESUS SAID, "WHAT SIN HAVE I COMMITTED, OR HOW HAVE I BEEN UNDONE? RATHER, WHEN THE GROOM LEAVES THE BRIDAL SUITE, THEN LET PEOPLE FAST AND PRAY." 105. JESUS SAID, "WHOEVER KNOWS THE FATHER AND THE MOTHER WILL BE CALLED THE CHILD OF A WHORE." 106. JESUS SAID, "WHEN YOU MAKE THE TWO INTO ONE, YOU WILL BECOME CHILDREN OF ADAM, AND WHEN YOU SAY, 'MOUNTAIN, MOVE FROM HERE!' IT WILL MOVE." 107. JESUS SAID, "THE (FATHER'S) KINGDOM IS LIKE A SHEPHERD WHO HAD A HUNDRED SHEEP. ONE OF THEM, THE LARGEST, WENT ASTRAY. HE LEFT THE NINETY-NINE AND LOOKED FOR THE ONE UNTIL HE FOUND IT. AFTER HE HAD TOILED, HE SAID TO THE SHEEP, 'I LOVE YOU MORE THAN THE NINETYNINE.'" 108. JESUS SAID, "WHOEVER DRINKS FROM MY MOUTH WILL BECOME LIKE ME; I MYSELF SHALL BECOME THAT PERSON, AND THE HIDDEN THINGS WILL BE REVEALED TO HIM." 109. JESUS SAID, "THE (FATHER'S) KINGDOM IS LIKE A PERSON WHO HAD A TREASURE HIDDEN IN HIS FIELD BUT DID NOT KNOW IT. AND [WHEN] HE DIED HE LEFT IT TO HIS [SON]. THE SON [DID] NOT KNOW ABOUT IT EITHER. HE TOOK OVER THE FIELD AND SOLD IT. THE BUYER WENT PLOWING, [DISCOVERED] THE TREASURE, AND BEGAN TO LEND MONEY AT INTEREST TO WHOMEVER HE WISHED." 110. JESUS SAID, "LET ONE WHO HAS FOUND THE WORLD, AND HAS BECOME WEALTHY, RENOUNCE THE WORLD." 111. JESUS SAID, "THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH WILL ROLL UP IN YOUR PRESENCE, AND WHOEVER IS LIVING FROM THE LIVING ONE WILL NOT SEE DEATH." DOES NOT JESUS SAY, "THOSE WHO HAVE FOUND THEMSELVES, OF THEM THE WORLD IS NOT WORTHY"? 112. JESUS SAID, "DAMN THE FLESH THAT DEPENDS ON THE SOUL. DAMN THE SOUL THAT DEPENDS ON THE FLESH." 113. HIS DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, "WHEN WILL THE KINGDOM COME?" "IT WILL NOT COME BY WATCHING FOR IT. IT WILL NOT BE SAID, 'LOOK, HERE!' OR 'LOOK, THERE!' RATHER, THE FATHER'S KINGDOM IS SPREAD OUT UPON THE EARTH, AND PEOPLE DON'T SEE IT." [SAYING PROBABLY ADDED TO THE ORIGINAL COLLECTION AT A LATER DATE:] 114. SIMON PETER SAID TO THEM, "MAKE MARY LEAVE US, FOR FEMALES DON'T DESERVE LIFE." JESUS SAID, "LOOK, I WILL GUIDE HER TO MAKE HER MALE, SO THAT SHE TOO MAY BECOME A LIVING SPIRIT RESEMBLING YOU MALES. FOR EVERY FEMALE WHO MAKES HERSELF MALE WILL ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN." 
THE GOSPEL OF TRUTH
THE GOSPEL OF TRUTH IS JOY TO THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED FROM THE FATHER OF TRUTH THE GIFT OF KNOWING HIM BY THE POWER OF THE LOGOS, WHO HAS COME FROM THE PLEROMA AND WHO IS IN THE THOUGHT AND THE MIND OF THE FATHER; HE IT IS WHO IS CALLED "THE SAVIOR," SINCE THAT IS THE NAME OF THE WORK WHICH HE MUST DO FOR THE REDEMPTION OF THOSE WHO HAVE NOT KNOWN THE FATHER. FOR THE NAME OF THE GOSPEL IS THE MANIFESTATION OF HOPE, SINCE THAT IS THE DISCOVERY OF THOSE WHO SEEK HIM, BECAUSE THE ALL SOUGHT HIM FROM WHOM IT HAD COME FORTH. YOU SEE, THE ALL HAD BEEN INSIDE OF HIM, THAT ILLIMITABLE, INCONCEIVABLE ONE, WHO IS BETTER THAN EVERY THOUGHT. THIS IGNORANCE OF THE FATHER BROUGHT ABOUT TERROR AND FEAR. AND TERROR BECAME DENSE LIKE A FOG, THAT NO ONE WAS ABLE TO SEE. BECAUSE OF THIS, ERROR BECAME STRONG. BUT IT WORKED ON ITS HYLIC SUBSTANCE VAINLY, BECAUSE IT DID NOT KNOW THE TRUTH. IT WAS IN A FASHIONED FORM WHILE IT WAS PREPARING, IN POWER AND IN BEAUTY, THE EQUIVALENT OF TRUTH. THIS THEN, WAS NOT A HUMILIATION FOR HIM, THAT ILLIMITABLE, INCONCEIVABLE ONE. FOR THEY WERE AS NOTHING, THIS TERROR AND THIS FORGETFULNESS AND THIS FIGURE OF FALSEHOOD, WHEREAS THIS ESTABLISHED TRUTH IS UNCHANGING, UNPERTURBED AND COMPLETELY BEAUTIFUL. FOR THIS REASON, DO NOT TAKE ERROR TOO SERIOUSLY. THUS, SINCE IT HAD NO ROOT, IT WAS IN A FOG AS REGARDS THE FATHER, ENGAGED IN PREPARING WORKS AND FORGETFULNESSES AND FEARS IN ORDER, BY THESE MEANS, TO BEGUILE THOSE OF THE MIDDLE AND TO MAKE THEM CAPTIVE. THE FORGETFULNESS OF ERROR WAS NOT REVEALED. IT DID NOT BECOME LIGHT BESIDE THE FATHER. FORGETFULNESS DID NOT EXIST WITH THE FATHER, ALTHOUGH IT EXISTED BECAUSE OF HIM. WHAT EXISTS IN HIM IS KNOWLEDGE, WHICH WAS REVEALED SO THAT FORGETFULNESS MIGHT BE DESTROYED AND THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THE FATHER, SINCE FORGETFULNESS EXISTED BECAUSE THEY DID NOT KNOW THE FATHER, IF THEY THEN COME TO KNOW THE FATHER, FROM THAT MOMENT ON FORGETFULNESS WILL CEASE TO EXIST. THAT IS THE GOSPEL OF HIM WHOM THEY SEEK, WHICH HE HAS REVEALED TO THE PERFECT THROUGH THE MERCIES OF THE FATHER AS THE HIDDEN MYSTERY, JESUS THE CHRIST. THROUGH HIM HE ENLIGHTENED THOSE WHO WERE IN DARKNESS BECAUSE OF FORGETFULNESS. HE ENLIGHTENED THEM AND GAVE THEM A PATH. AND THAT PATH IS THE TRUTH WHICH HE TAUGHT THEM. FOR THIS REASON, ERROR WAS ANGRY WITH HIM, SO IT PERSECUTED HIM. IT WAS DISTRESSED BY HIM, SO IT MADE HIM POWERLESS. HE WAS NAILED TO A CROSS. HE BECAME A FRUIT OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER. HE DID NOT, HOWEVER, DESTROY THEM BECAUSE THEY ATE OF IT. HE RATHER CAUSED THOSE WHO ATE OF IT TO BE JOYFUL BECAUSE OF THIS DISCOVERY. AND AS FOR HIM, THEM HE FOUND IN HIMSELF, AND HIM THEY FOUND IN THEMSELVES, THAT ILLIMITABLE, INCONCEIVABLE ONE, THAT PERFECT FATHER WHO MADE THE ALL, IN WHOM THE ALL IS, AND WHOM THE ALL LACKS, SINCE HE RETAINED IN HIMSELF THEIR PERFECTION, WHICH HE HAD NOT GIVEN TO THE ALL. THE FATHER WAS NOT JEALOUS. WHAT JEALOUSY, INDEED, IS THERE BETWEEN HIM AND HIS MEMBERS? FOR, EVEN IF THE AEON HAD RECEIVED THEIR PERFECTION, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO APPROACH THE PERFECTION OF THE FATHER, BECAUSE HE RETAINED THEIR PERFECTION IN HIMSELF, GIVING IT TO THEM AS A WAY TO RETURN TO HIM AND AS A KNOWLEDGE UNIQUE IN PERFECTION. HE IS THE ONE WHO SET THE ALL, IN ORDER AND IN WHOM THE ALL EXISTED AND WHOM THE ALL LACKED. AS ONE OF WHOM SOME HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE, HE DESIRES THAT THEY KNOW HIM AND THAT THEY LOVE HIM. FOR WHAT IS IT THAT THE ALL LACKED, IF NOT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER? HE BECAME A GUIDE, QUIET AND IN LEISURE. IN THE MIDDLE OF A SCHOOL HE CAME AND SPOKE THE WORD, AS A TEACHER. THOSE WHO WERE WISE IN THEIR OWN ESTIMATION CAME TO PUT HIM TO THE TEST. BUT HE DISCREDITED THEM AS EMPTY-HEADED PEOPLE. THEY HATED HIM BECAUSE THEY REALLY WERE NOT WISE MEN. AFTER ALL THESE CAME ALSO THE LITTLE CHILDREN, THOSE WHO POSSESS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER. WHEN THEY BECAME STRONG, THEY WERE TAUGHT THE ASPECTS OF THE FATHER'S FACE. THEY CAME TO KNOW AND THEY WERE KNOWN. THEY WERE GLORIFIED AND THEY GAVE GLORY. IN THEIR HEART, THE LIVING BOOK OF THE LIVING WAS MANIFEST, THE BOOK WHICH WAS WRITTEN IN THE THOUGHT AND IN THE MIND OF THE FATHER AND, FROM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE ALL, IS IN THAT INCOMPREHENSIBLE PART OF HIM. THIS IS THE BOOK WHICH NO ONE FOUND POSSIBLE TO TAKE, SINCE IT WAS RESERVED FOR HIM WHO WILL TAKE IT AND BE SLAIN. NO ONE WAS ABLE TO BE MANIFEST FROM THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN SALVATION AS LONG AS THAT BOOK HAD NOT APPEARED. FOR THIS REASON, THE COMPASSIONATE, FAITHFUL JESUS WAS PATIENT IN HIS SUFFERINGS UNTIL HE TOOK THAT BOOK, SINCE HE KNEW THAT HIS DEATH MEANT LIFE FOR MANY. JUST AS IN THE CASE OF A WILL WHICH HAS NOT YET BEEN OPENED, FOR THE FORTUNE OF THE DECEASED MASTER OF THE HOUSE IS HIDDEN, SO ALSO IN THE CASE OF THE ALL WHICH HAD BEEN HIDDEN AS LONG AS THE FATHER OF THE ALL WAS INVISIBLE AND UNIQUE IN HIMSELF, IN WHOM EVERY SPACE HAS ITS SOURCE. FOR THIS REASON, JESUS APPEARED. HE TOOK THAT BOOK AS HIS OWN. HE WAS NAILED TO A CROSS. HE AFFIXED THE EDICT OF THE FATHER TO THE CROSS. OH, SUCH GREAT TEACHING! HE ABASES HIMSELF EVEN UNTO DEATH, THOUGH HE IS CLOTHED IN ETERNAL LIFE. HAVING DIVESTED HIMSELF OF THESE PERISHABLE RAGS, HE CLOTHED HIMSELF IN INCORRUPTIBILITY, WHICH NO ONE COULD POSSIBLY TAKE FROM HIM. HAVING ENTERED INTO THE EMPTY TERRITORY OF FEARS, HE PASSED BEFORE THOSE WHO WERE STRIPPED BY FORGETFULNESS, BEING BOTH KNOWLEDGE AND PERFECTION, PROCLAIMING THE THINGS THAT ARE IN THE HEART OF THE FATHER, SO THAT HE BECAME THE WISDOM OF THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED INSTRUCTION. BUT THOSE WHO ARE TO BE TAUGHT, THE LIVING WHO ARE INSCRIBED IN THE BOOK OF THE LIVING, LEARN FOR THEMSELVES, RECEIVING INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE FATHER, TURNING TO HIM AGAIN. SINCE THE PERFECTION OF THE ALL IS IN THE FATHER, IT IS NECESSARY FOR THE ALL TO ASCEND TO HIM. THEREFORE, IF ONE HAS KNOWLEDGE, HE GETS WHAT BELONGS TO HIM AND DRAWS IT TO HIMSELF. FOR HE WHO IS IGNORANT, IS DEFICIENT, AND IT IS A GREAT DEFICIENCY, SINCE HE LACKS THAT WHICH WILL MAKE HIM PERFECT. SINCE THE PERFECTION OF THE ALL IS IN THE FATHER, IT IS NECESSARY FOR THE ALL TO ASCEND TO HIM AND FOR EACH ONE TO GET THE THINGS WHICH ARE HIS. HE REGISTERED THEM FIRST, HAVING PREPARED THEM TO BE GIVEN TO THOSE WHO CAME FROM HIM. THOSE WHOSE NAME HE KNEW FIRST WERE CALLED LAST, SO THAT THE ONE WHO HAS KNOWLEDGE IS HE WHOSE NAME THE FATHER HAS PRONOUNCED. FOR HE WHOSE NAME HAS NOT BEEN SPOKEN IS IGNORANT. INDEED, HOW SHALL ONE HEAR IF HIS NAME HAS NOT BEEN UTTERED? FOR HE WHO REMAINS IGNORANT UNTIL THE END IS A CREATURE OF FORGETFULNESS AND WILL PERISH WITH IT. IF THIS IS NOT SO, WHY HAVE THESE WRETCHES NO NAME, WHY DO THEY HAVE NO SOUND? HENCE, IF ONE HAS KNOWLEDGE, HE IS FROM ABOVE. IF HE IS CALLED, HE HEARS, HE REPLIES, AND HE TURNS TOWARD HIM WHO CALLED HIM AND HE ASCENDS TO HIM AND HE KNOWS WHAT HE IS CALLED. SINCE HE HAS KNOWLEDGE, HE DOES THE WILL OF HIM WHO CALLED HIM. HE DESIRES TO PLEASE HIM AND HE FINDS REST. HE RECEIVES A CERTAIN NAME. HE WHO THUS IS GOING TO HAVE KNOWLEDGE KNOWS WHENCE HE CAME AND WHITHER HE IS GOING. HE KNOWS IT AS A PERSON WHO, HAVING BECOME INTOXICATED, HAS TURNED FROM HIS DRUNKENNESS AND HAVING COME TO HIMSELF, HAS RESTORED WHAT IS HIS OWN. HE HAS TURNED MANY FROM ERROR. HE WENT BEFORE THEM TO THEIR OWN PLACES, FROM WHICH THEY DEPARTED WHEN THEY ERRED BECAUSE OF THE DEPTH OF HIM WHO SURROUNDS EVERY PLACE, WHEREAS THERE IS NOTHING WHICH SURROUNDS HIM. IT WAS A GREAT WONDER THAT THEY WERE IN THE FATHER WITHOUT KNOWING HIM AND THAT THEY WERE ABLE TO LEAVE ON THEIR OWN, SINCE THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO CONTAIN HIM AND KNOW HIM IN WHOM THEY WERE, FOR INDEED HIS WILL HAD NOT COME FORTH FROM HIM. FOR HE REVEALED IT AS A KNOWLEDGE WITH WHICH ALL ITS EMANATIONS AGREE, NAMELY, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LIVING BOOK WHICH HE REVEALED TO THE AEONS AT LAST AS HIS LETTERS, DISPLAYING TO THEM THAT THESE ARE NOT MERELY VOWELS NOR CONSONANTS, SO THAT ONE MAY READ THEM AND THINK OF SOMETHING VOID OF MEANING; ON THE CONTRARY, THEY ARE LETTERS WHICH CONVEY THE TRUTH. THEY ARE PRONOUNCED ONLY WHEN THEY ARE KNOWN. EACH LETTER IS A PERFECT TRUTH LIKE A PERFECT BOOK, FOR THEY ARE LETTERS WRITTEN BY THE HAND OF THE UNITY, SINCE THE FATHER WROTE THEM FOR THE AEONS, SO THAT THEY BY MEANS OF HIS LETTERS MIGHT COME TO KNOW THE FATHER. WHILE HIS WISDOM MEDIATES ON THE LOGOS, AND SINCE HIS TEACHING EXPRESSES IT, HIS KNOWLEDGE HAS BEEN REVEALED. HIS HONOR IS A CROWN UPON IT. SINCE HIS JOY AGREES WITH IT, HIS GLORY EXALTED IT. IT HAS REVEALED HIS IMAGE. IT HAS OBTAINED HIS REST. HIS LOVE TOOK BODILY FORM AROUND IT. HIS TRUST EMBRACED IT. THUS, THE LOGOS OF THE FATHER GOES FORTH INTO THE ALL, BEING THE FRUIT OF HIS HEART AND EXPRESSION OF HIS WILL. IT SUPPORTS THE ALL. IT CHOOSES AND ALSO TAKES THE FORM OF THE ALL, PURIFYING IT, AND CAUSING IT TO RETURN TO THE FATHER AND TO THE MOTHER, JESUS OF THE UTMOST SWEETNESS. THE FATHER OPENS HIS BOSOM, BUT HIS BOSOM IS THE HOLY SPIRIT. HE REVEALS HIS HIDDEN SELF WHICH IS HIS SON, SO THAT THROUGH THE COMPASSION OF THE FATHER THE AEONS MAY KNOW HIM, END THEIR WEARYING SEARCH FOR THE FATHER AND REST THEMSELVES IN HIM, KNOWING THAT THIS IS REST. AFTER HE HAD FILLED WHAT WAS INCOMPLETE, HE DID AWAY WITH FORM. THE FORM OF IT IS THE WORLD, THAT WHICH IT SERVED. FOR WHERE THERE IS ENVY AND STRIFE, THERE IS AN INCOMPLETENESS; BUT WHERE THERE IS UNITY, THERE IS COMPLETENESS. SINCE THIS INCOMPLETENESS CAME ABOUT BECAUSE THEY DID NOT KNOW THE FATHER, SO WHEN THEY KNOW THE FATHER, INCOMPLETENESS, FROM THAT MOMENT ON, WILL CEASE TO EXIST. AS ONE'S IGNORANCE DISAPPEARS WHEN HE GAINS KNOWLEDGE, AND AS DARKNESS DISAPPEARS WHEN LIGHT APPEARS, SO ALSO INCOMPLETENESS IS ELIMINATED BY COMPLETENESS. CERTAINLY, FROM THAT MOMENT ON, FORM IS NO LONGER MANIFEST, BUT WILL BE DISSOLVED IN FUSION WITH UNITY. FOR NOW, THEIR WORKS LIE SCATTERED. IN TIME UNITY WILL MAKE THE SPACES COMPLETE. BY MEANS OF UNITY EACH ONE WILL UNDERSTAND ITSELF. BY MEANS OF KNOWLEDGE IT WILL PURIFY ITSELF OF DIVERSITY WITH A VIEW TOWARDS UNITY, DEVOURING MATTER WITHIN ITSELF LIKE FIRE AND DARKNESS BY LIGHT, DEATH BY LIFE. CERTAINLY, IF THESE THINGS HAVE HAPPENED TO EACH ONE OF US, IT IS FITTING FOR US, SURELY, TO THINK ABOUT THE ALL SO THAT THE HOUSE MAY BE HOLY AND SILENT FOR UNITY. LIKE PEOPLE WHO HAVE MOVED FROM A NEIGHBORHOOD, IF THEY HAVE SOME DISHES AROUND WHICH ARE NOT GOOD, THEY USUALLY BREAK THEM. NEVERTHELESS, THE HOUSEHOLDER DOES NOT SUFFER A LOSS, BUT REJOICES, FOR IN THE PLACE OF THESE DEFECTIVE DISHES THERE ARE THOSE WHICH ARE COMPLETELY PERFECT. FOR THIS IS THE JUDGEMENT WHICH HAS COME FROM ABOVE AND WHICH HAS JUDGED EVERY PERSON, A DRAWN TWO-EDGED SWORD CUTTING ON THIS SIDE AND THAT. WHEN IT APPEARED, I MEAN, THE LOGOS, WHO IS IN THE HEART OF THOSE WHO PRONOUNCE IT - IT WAS NOT MERELY A SOUND BUT IT HAS BECOME A BODY - A GREAT DISTURBANCE OCCURRED AMONG THE DISHES, FOR SOME WERE EMPTIED, OTHERS FILLED: SOME WERE PROVIDED FOR, OTHERS WERE REMOVED; SOME WERE PURIFIED, STILL OTHERS WERE BROKEN. ALL THE SPACES WERE SHAKEN AND DISTURBED FOR THEY HAD NO COMPOSURE NOR STABILITY. ERROR WAS DISTURBED NOT KNOWING WHAT IT SHOULD DO. IT WAS TROUBLED; IT LAMENTED, IT WAS BESIDE ITSELF BECAUSE IT DID NOT KNOW ANYTHING. WHEN KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS ITS ABOLISHMENT, APPROACHED IT WITH ALL ITS EMANATIONS, ERROR IS EMPTY, SINCE THERE IS NOTHING IN IT. TRUTH APPEARED; ALL ITS EMANATIONS RECOGNIZED IT. THEY ACTUALLY GREETED THE FATHER WITH A POWER WHICH IS COMPLETE AND WHICH JOINS THEM WITH THE FATHER. FOR EACH ONE LOVES TRUTH BECAUSE TRUTH IS THE MOUTH OF THE FATHER. HIS TONGUE IS THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO JOINS HIM TO TRUTH ATTACHING HIM TO THE MOUTH OF THE FATHER BY HIS TONGUE AT THE TIME HE SHALL RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT. THIS IS THE MANIFESTATION OF THE FATHER AND HIS REVELATION TO HIS AEONS. HE REVEALED HIS HIDDEN SELF AND EXPLAINED IT. FOR WHO IS IT WHO EXISTS IF IT IS NOT THE FATHER HIMSELF? ALL THE SPACES ARE HIS EMANATIONS. THEY KNEW THAT THEY STEM FROM HIM AS CHILDREN FROM A PERFECT MAN. THEY KNEW THAT THEY HAD NOT YET RECEIVED FORM NOR HAD THEY YET RECEIVED A NAME, EVERY ONE OF WHICH THE FATHER PRODUCES. IF THEY AT THAT TIME RECEIVE FORM OF HIS KNOWLEDGE, THOUGH THEY ARE TRULY IN HIM, THEY DO NOT KNOW HIM. BUT THE FATHER IS PERFECT. HE KNOWS EVERY SPACE WHICH IS WITHIN HIM. IF HE PLEASES, HE REVEALS ANYONE WHOM HE DESIRES BY GIVING HIM A FORM AND BY GIVING HIM A NAME; AND HE DOES GIVE HIM A NAME AND CAUSE HIM TO COME INTO BEING. THOSE WHO DO NOT YET EXIST ARE IGNORANT OF HIM WHO CREATED THEM. I DO NOT SAY, THEN, THAT THOSE WHO DO NOT YET EXIST ARE NOTHING. BUT THEY ARE IN HIM WHO WILL DESIRE THAT THEY EXIST WHEN HE PLEASES, LIKE THE EVENT WHICH IS GOING TO HAPPEN. ON THE ONE HAND, HE KNOWS, BEFORE ANYTHING IS REVEALED, WHAT HE WILL PRODUCE. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE FRUIT WHICH HAS NOT YET BEEN REVEALED DOES NOT KNOW ANYTHING, NOR IS IT ANYTHING EITHER. THUS, EACH SPACE WHICH, ON ITS PART, IS IN THE FATHER COMES FROM THE EXISTENT ONE, WHO, ON HIS PART, HAS ESTABLISHED IT FROM THE NONEXISTENT. [...] HE WHO DOES NOT EXIST AT ALL, WILL NEVER EXIST. WHAT, THEN, IS THAT WHICH HE WANTS HIM TO THINK? "I AM LIKE THE SHADOWS AND PHANTOMS OF THE NIGHT." WHEN MORNING COMES, THIS ONE KNOWS THAT THE FEAR WHICH HE HAD EXPERIENCED WAS NOTHING. THUS, THEY WERE IGNORANT OF THE FATHER; HE IS THE ONE WHOM THEY DID NOT SEE. SINCE THERE HAD BEEN FEAR AND CONFUSION AND A LACK OF CONFIDENCE AND DOUBLEMINDNESS AND DIVISION, THERE WERE MANY ILLUSIONS WHICH WERE CONCEIVED BY HIM, THE FOREGOING, AS WELL AS EMPTY IGNORANCE - AS IF THEY WERE FAST ASLEEP AND FOUND THEMSELVES A PREY TO TROUBLED DREAMS. EITHER THERE IS A PLACE TO WHICH THEY FLEE, OR THEY LACK STRENGTH AS THEY COME, HAVING PURSUED UNSPECIFIED THINGS. EITHER THEY ARE INVOLVED IN INFLICTING BLOWS, OR THEY THEMSELVES RECEIVE BRUISES. EITHER THEY ARE FALLING FROM HIGH PLACES, OR THEY FLY OFF THROUGH THE AIR, THOUGH THEY HAVE NO WINGS AT ALL. OTHER TIMES, IT IS AS IF CERTAIN PEOPLE WERE TRYING TO KILL THEM, EVEN THOUGH THERE IS NO ONE PURSUING THEM; OR, THEY THEMSELVES ARE KILLING THOSE BESIDE THEM, FOR THEY ARE STAINED BY THEIR BLOOD. UNTIL THE MOMENT WHEN THEY WHO ARE PASSING THROUGH ALL THESE THINGS - I MEAN THEY WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED ALL THESE CONFUSIONS - AWAKE, THEY SEE NOTHING BECAUSE THE DREAMS WERE NOTHING. IT IS THUS THAT THEY WHO CAST IGNORANCE FROM THEM AS SHEEP DO NOT CONSIDER IT TO BE ANYTHING, NOR REGARD ITS PROPERTIES TO BE SOMETHING REAL, BUT THEY RENOUNCE THEM LIKE A DREAM IN THE NIGHT AND THEY CONSIDER THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER TO BE THE DAWN. IT IS THUS THAT EACH ONE HAS ACTED, AS IF HE WERE ASLEEP, DURING THE TIME WHEN HE WAS IGNORANT AND THUS, HE COMES TO UNDERSTAND, AS IF HE WERE AWAKENING. AND HAPPY IS THE MAN WHO COMES TO HIMSELF AND AWAKENS. INDEED, BLESSED IS HE WHO HAS OPENED THE EYES OF THE BLIND. AND THE SPIRIT CAME TO HIM IN HASTE WHEN IT RAISED HIM. HAVING GIVEN ITS HAND TO THE ONE LYING PRONE ON THE GROUND, IT PLACED HIM FIRMLY ON HIS FEET, FOR HE HAD NOT YET STOOD UP. HE GAVE THEM THE MEANS OF KNOWING THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER AND THE REVELATION OF HIS SON. FOR WHEN THEY SAW IT AND LISTENED TO IT, HE PERMITTED THEM TO TAKE A TASTE OF AND TO SMELL AND TO GRASP THE BELOVED SON. HE APPEARED, INFORMING THEM OF THE FATHER, THE ILLIMITABLE ONE. HE INSPIRED THEM WITH THAT WHICH IS IN THE MIND, WHILE DOING HIS WILL. MANY RECEIVED THE LIGHT AND TURNED TOWARDS HIM. BUT MATERIAL MEN WERE ALIEN TO HIM AND DID NOT DISCERN HIS APPEARANCE NOR RECOGNIZE HIM. FOR HE CAME IN THE LIKENESS OF FLESH AND NOTHING BLOCKED HIS WAY BECAUSE IT WAS INCORRUPTIBLE AND UNRESTRAINABLE. MOREOVER, WHILE SAYING NEW THINGS, SPEAKING ABOUT WHAT IS IN THE HEART OF THE FATHER, HE PROCLAIMED THE FAULTLESS WORD. LIGHT SPOKE THROUGH HIS MOUTH, AND HIS VOICE BROUGHT FORTH LIFE. HE GAVE THEM THOUGHT AND UNDERSTANDING AND MERCY AND SALVATION AND THE SPIRIT OF STRENGTH DERIVED FROM THE LIMITLESSNESS OF THE FATHER AND SWEETNESS. HE CAUSED PUNISHMENTS AND SCOURGINGS TO CEASE, FOR IT WAS THEY WHICH CAUSED MANY IN NEED OF MERCY TO ASTRAY FROM HIM IN ERROR AND IN CHAINS - AND HE MIGHTILY DESTROYED THEM AND DERIDED THEM WITH KNOWLEDGE. HE BECAME A PATH FOR THOSE WHO WENT ASTRAY AND KNOWLEDGE TO THOSE WHO WERE IGNORANT, A DISCOVERY FOR THOSE WHO SOUGHT, AND A SUPPORT FOR THOSE WHO TREMBLE, A PURITY FOR THOSE WHO WERE DEFILED. HE IS THE SHEPHERD WHO LEFT BEHIND THE NINETY-NINE SHEEP WHICH HAD NOT STRAYED AND WENT IN SEARCH OF THAT ONE WHICH WAS LOST. HE REJOICED WHEN HE HAD FOUND IT. FOR NINETY-NINE IS A NUMBER OF THE LEFT HAND, WHICH HOLDS IT. THE MOMENT HE FINDS THE ONE, HOWEVER, THE WHOLE NUMBER IS TRANSFERRED TO THE RIGHT HAND. THUS, IT IS WITH HIM WHO LACKS THE ONE, THAT IS, THE ENTIRE RIGHT HAND WHICH ATTRACTS THAT IN WHICH IT IS DEFICIENT, SEIZES IT FROM THE LEFT SIDE AND TRANSFERS IT TO THE RIGHT. IN THIS WAY, THEN, THE NUMBER BECOMES ONE HUNDRED. THIS NUMBER SIGNIFIES THE FATHER. HE LABORED EVEN ON THE SABBATH FOR THE SHEEP WHICH HE FOUND FALLEN INTO THE PIT. HE SAVED THE LIFE OF THAT SHEEP, BRINGING IT UP FROM THE PIT IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY UNDERSTAND FULLY WHAT THAT SABBATH IS, YOU WHO POSSESS FULL UNDERSTANDING. IT IS A DAY IN WHICH IT IS NOT FITTING THAT SALVATION BE IDLE, SO THAT YOU MAY SPEAK OF THAT HEAVENLY DAY WHICH HAS NO NIGHT AND OF THE SUN WHICH DOES NOT SET BECAUSE IT IS PERFECT. SAY THEN IN YOUR HEART THAT YOU ARE THIS PERFECT DAY AND THAT IN YOU THE LIGHT WHICH DOES NOT FAIL DWELLS. SPEAK CONCERNING THE TRUTH TO THOSE WHO SEEK IT AND OF KNOWLEDGE TO THOSE WHO, IN THEIR ERROR, HAVE COMMITTED SIN. MAKE SURE-FOOTED THOSE WHO STUMBLE AND STRETCH FORTH YOUR HANDS TO THE SICK. NOURISH THE HUNGRY AND SET AT EASE THOSE WHO ARE TROUBLED. FOSTER MEN WHO LOVE. RAISE UP AND AWAKEN THOSE WHO SLEEP. FOR YOU ARE THIS UNDERSTANDING WHICH ENCOURAGES. IF THE STRONG FOLLOW THIS COURSE, THEY ARE EVEN STRONGER. TURN YOUR ATTENTION TO YOURSELVES. DO NOT BE CONCERNED WITH OTHER THINGS, NAMELY, THAT WHICH YOU HAVE CAST FORTH FROM YOURSELVES, THAT WHICH YOU HAVE DISMISSED. DO NOT RETURN TO THEM TO EAT THEM. DO NOT BE MOTH-EATEN. DO NOT BE WORM-EATEN, FOR YOU HAVE ALREADY SHAKEN IT OFF. DO NOT BE A PLACE OF THE DEVIL, FOR YOU HAVE ALREADY DESTROYED HIM. DO NOT STRENGTHEN YOUR LAST OBSTACLES, BECAUSE THAT IS REPREHENSIBLE. FOR THE LAWLESS ONE IS NOTHING. HE HARMS HIMSELF MORE THAN THE LAW. FOR THAT ONE DOES HIS WORKS BECAUSE HE IS A LAWLESS PERSON. BUT THIS ONE, BECAUSE HE IS A RIGHTEOUS PERSON, DOES HIS WORKS AMONG OTHERS. DO THE WILL OF THE FATHER, THEN, FOR YOU ARE FROM HIM. FOR THE FATHER IS SWEET AND HIS WILL IS GOOD. HE KNOWS THE THINGS THAT ARE YOURS, SO THAT YOU MAY REST YOURSELVES IN THEM. FOR BY THE FRUITS ONE KNOWS THE THINGS THAT ARE YOURS, THAT THEY ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE FATHER, AND ONE KNOWS HIS AROMA, THAT YOU ORIGINATE FROM THE GRACE OF HIS COUNTENANCE. FOR THIS REASON, THE FATHER LOVED HIS AROMA; AND IT MANIFESTS ITSELF IN EVERY PLACE; AND WHEN IT IS MIXED WITH MATTER, HE GIVES HIS AROMA TO THE LIGHT; AND INTO HIS REST HE CAUSES IT TO ASCEND IN EVERY FORM AND IN EVERY SOUND. FOR THERE ARE NO NOSTRILS WHICH SMELL THE AROMA, BUT IT IS THE SPIRIT WHICH POSSESSES THE SENSE OF SMELL AND IT DRAWS IT FOR ITSELF TO ITSELF AND SINKS INTO THE AROMA OF THE FATHER. HE IS, INDEED, THE PLACE FOR IT, AND HE TAKES IT TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH IT HAS COME, IN THE FIRST AROMA WHICH IS COLD. IT IS SOMETHING IN A PSYCHIC FORM, RESEMBLING COLD WATER WHICH IS [...] SINCE IT IS IN SOIL WHICH IS NOT HARD, OF WHICH THOSE WHO SEE IT THINK, "IT IS EARTH." AFTERWARDS, IT BECOMES SOFT AGAIN. IF A BREATH IS TAKEN, IT IS USUALLY HOT. THE COLD AROMAS, THEN, ARE FROM THE DIVISION. FOR THIS REASON, GOD CAME AND DESTROYED THE DIVISION AND HE BROUGHT THE HOT PLEROMA OF LOVE, SO THAT THE COLD MAY NOT RETURN, BUT THE UNITY OF THE PERFECT THOUGHT PREVAIL. THIS IS THE WORD OF THE GOSPEL OF THE FINDING OF THE PLEROMA FOR THOSE WHO WAIT FOR THE SALVATION WHICH COMES FROM ABOVE. WHEN THEIR HOPE, FOR WHICH THEY ARE WAITING, IS WAITING - THEY WHOSE LIKENESS IS THE LIGHT IN WHICH THERE IS NO SHADOW, THEN AT THAT TIME THE PLEROMA IS ABOUT TO COME. THE DEFICIENCY OF MATTER, HOWEVER, IS NOT BECAUSE OF THE LIMITLESSNESS OF THE FATHER WHO COMES AT THE TIME OF THE DEFICIENCY. AND YET NO ONE IS ABLE TO SAY THAT THE INCORRUPTIBLE ONE WILL COME IN THIS MANNER. BUT THE DEPTH OF THE FATHER IS INCREASING, AND THE THOUGHT OF ERROR IS NOT WITH HIM. IT IS A MATTER OF FALLING DOWN AND A MATTER OF BEING READILY SET UPRIGHT AT THE FINDING OF THAT ONE WHO HAS COME TO HIM WHO WILL TURN BACK. FOR THIS TURNING BACK IS CALLED "REPENTANCE". FOR THIS REASON, INCORRUPTION HAS BREATHED. IT FOLLOWED HIM WHO HAS SINNED IN ORDER THAT HE MAY FIND REST. FOR FORGIVENESS IS THAT WHICH REMAINS FOR THE LIGHT IN THE DEFICIENCY, THE WORD OF THE PLEROMA. FOR THE PHYSICIAN HURRIES TO THE PLACE IN WHICH THERE IS SICKNESS, BECAUSE THAT IS THE DESIRE WHICH HE HAS. THE SICK MAN IS IN A DEFICIENT CONDITION, BUT HE DOES NOT HIDE HIMSELF BECAUSE THE PHYSICIAN POSSESSES THAT WHICH HE LACKS. IN THIS MANNER THE DEFICIENCY IS FILLED BY THE PLEROMA, WHICH HAS NO DEFICIENCY, WHICH HAS GIVEN ITSELF OUT IN ORDER TO FILL THE ONE WHO IS DEFICIENT, SO THAT GRACE MAY TAKE HIM, THEN, FROM THE AREA WHICH IS DEFICIENT AND HAS NO GRACE. BECAUSE OF THIS A DIMINISHING OCCURRED IN THE PLACE WHICH THERE IS NO GRACE, THE AREA WHERE THE ONE WHO IS SMALL, WHO IS DEFICIENT, IS TAKEN HOLD OF. HE REVEALED HIMSELF AS A PLEROMA, I.E., THE FINDING OF THE LIGHT OF TRUTH WHICH HAS SHINED TOWARDS HIM, BECAUSE HE IS UNCHANGEABLE. FOR THIS REASON, THEY WHO HAVE BEEN TROUBLED SPEAK ABOUT CHRIST IN THEIR MIDST SO THAT THEY MAY RECEIVE A RETURN AND HE MAY ANOINT THEM WITH THE OINTMENT. THE OINTMENT IS THE PITY OF THE FATHER, WHO WILL HAVE MERCY ON THEM. BUT THOSE WHOM HE HAS ANOINTED ARE THOSE WHO ARE PERFECT. FOR THE FILLED VESSELS ARE THOSE WHICH ARE CUSTOMARILY USED FOR ANOINTING. BUT WHEN AN ANOINTING IS FINISHED, THE VESSEL IS USUALLY EMPTY, AND THE CAUSE OF ITS DEFICIENCY IS THE CONSUMPTION OF ITS OINTMENT. FOR THEN A BREATH IS DRAWN ONLY THROUGH THE POWER WHICH HE HAS. BUT THE ONE WHO IS WITHOUT DEFICIENCY - ONE DOES NOT TRUST ANYONE BESIDE HIM NOR DOES ONE POUR ANYTHING OUT. BUT THAT WHICH IS THE DEFICIENT IS FILLED AGAIN BY THE PERFECT FATHER. HE IS GOOD. HE KNOWS HIS PLANTINGS BECAUSE HE IS THE ONE WHO HAS PLANTED THEM IN HIS PARADISE. AND HIS PARADISE IS HIS PLACE OF REST. THIS IS THE PERFECTION IN THE THOUGHT OF THE FATHER AND THESE ARE THE WORDS OF HIS REFLECTION. EACH ONE OF HIS WORDS IS THE WORK OF HIS WILL ALONE, IN THE REVELATION OF HIS LOGOS. SINCE THEY WERE IN THE DEPTH OF HIS MIND, THE LOGOS, WHO WAS THE FIRST TO COME FORTH, CAUSED THEM TO APPEAR, ALONG WITH AN INTELLECT WHICH SPEAKS THE UNIQUE WORD BY MEANS OF A SILENT GRACE. IT WAS CALLED "THOUGHT," SINCE THEY WERE IN IT BEFORE BECOMING MANIFEST. IT HAPPENED, THEN, THAT IT WAS THE FIRST TO COME FORTH - AT THE MOMENT PLEASING TO THE WILL OF HIM WHO DESIRED IT; AND IT IS IN THE WILL THAT THE FATHER IS AT REST AND WITH WHICH HE IS PLEASED. NOTHING HAPPENS WITHOUT HIM, NOR DOES ANYTHING OCCUR WITHOUT THE WILL OF THE FATHER. BUT HIS WILL IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE. HIS WILL IS HIS MARK, BUT NO ONE CAN KNOW IT, NOR IS IT POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO CONCENTRATE ON IT IN ORDER TO POSSESS IT. BUT THAT WHICH HE WISHES TAKES PLACE AT THE MOMENT HE WISHES IT - EVEN IF THE VIEW DOES NOT PLEASE ANYONE: IT IS GOD`S WILL. FOR THE FATHER KNOWS THE BEGINNING OF THEM ALL AS WELL AS THEIR END. FOR WHEN THEIR END ARRIVES, HE WILL QUESTION THEM TO THEIR FACES. THE END, YOU SEE, IS THE RECOGNITION OF HIM WHO IS HIDDEN, THAT IS, THE FATHER, FROM WHOM THE BEGINNING CAME FORTH AND TO WHOM WILL RETURN ALL WHO HAVE COME FROM HIM. FOR THEY WERE MADE MANIFEST FOR THE GLORY AND THE JOY OF HIS NAME. AND THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER IS THE SON. IT IS HE WHO, IN THE BEGINNING, GAVE A NAME TO HIM WHO CAME FORTH FROM HIM - HE IS THE SAME ONE - AND HE BEGAT HIM FOR A SON. HE GAVE HIM HIS NAME WHICH BELONGED TO HIM - HE, THE FATHER, WHO POSSESSES EVERYTHING WHICH EXISTS AROUND HIM. HE, POSSESS THE NAME; HE HAS THE SON. IT IS POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO SEE HIM. THE NAME, HOWEVER, IS INVISIBLE, FOR IT ALONE IS THE MYSTERY OF THE INVISIBLE ABOUT TO COME TO EARS COMPLETELY FILLED WITH IT THROUGH THE FATHER`S AGENCY. MOREOVER, AS FOR THE FATHER, HIS NAME IS NOT PRONOUNCED, BUT IT IS REVEALED THROUGH A SON. THUS, THEN, THE NAME IS GREAT. WHO, THEN, HAS BEEN ABLE TO PRONOUNCE A NAME FOR HIM, THIS GREAT NAME, EXCEPT HIM ALONE TO WHOM THE NAME BELONGS AND THE SONS OF THE NAME IN WHOM THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER IS AT REST, AND WHO THEMSELVES IN TURN ARE AT REST IN HIS NAME, SINCE THE FATHER HAS NO BEGINNING? IT IS HE ALONE WHO ENGENDERED IT FOR HIMSELF AS A NAME IN THE BEGINNING BEFORE HE HAD CREATED THE AEONS, THAT THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER SHOULD BE OVER THEIR HEADS AS A LORD - THAT IS, THE REAL NAME, WHICH IS SECURE BY HIS AUTHORITY AND BY HIS PERFECT POWER. FOR THE NAME IS NOT DRAWN FROM LEXICONS NOR IS HIS NAME DERIVED FROM COMMON NAME-GIVING, BUT IT IS INVISIBLE. HE GAVE A NAME TO HIMSELF ALONE, BECAUSE HE ALONE SAW IT AND BECAUSE HE ALONE WAS CAPABLE OF GIVING HIMSELF A NAME. FOR HE WHO DOES NOT EXIST HAS NO NAME. FOR WHAT NAME WOULD ONE GIVE HIM WHO DID NOT EXIST? NEVERTHELESS, HE WHO EXISTS ALSO WITH HIS NAME AND HE ALONE, KNOWS IT, AND TO HIM ALONE THE FATHER GAVE A NAME. THE SON IS HIS NAME. HE DID NOT, THEREFORE, KEEP IT SECRETLY HIDDEN, BUT THE SON CAME INTO EXISTENCE. HE HIMSELF GAVE A NAME TO HIM. THE NAME, THEN, IS THAT OF THE FATHER, JUST AS THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS THE SON [JESUS OR ENOCH]. FOR OTHERWISE, WHERE WOULD COMPASSION FIND A NAME - OUTSIDE OF THE FATHER? BUT SOMEONE WILL PROBABLY SAY TO HIS COMPANION, "WHO WOULD GIVE A NAME TO SOMEONE WHO EXISTED BEFORE HIMSELF, AS IF, INDEED, CHILDREN DID NOT RECEIVE THEIR NAME FROM ONE OF THOSE WHO GAVE THEM BIRTH?" ABOVE ALL, THEN, IT IS FITTING FOR US TO THINK THIS POINT OVER: WHAT IS THE NAME? IT IS THE REAL NAME. IT IS, INDEED, THE NAME WHICH CAME FROM THE FATHER, FOR IT IS HE WHO OWNS THE NAME. HE DID NOT, YOU SEE, GET THE NAME ON LOAN, AS IN THE CASE OF OTHERS BECAUSE OF THE FORM IN WHICH EACH ONE OF THEM IS GOING TO BE CREATED. THIS, THEN, IS THE AUTHORITATIVE NAME. THERE IS NO ONE ELSE TO WHOM HE HAS GIVEN IT. BUT IT REMAINED UNNAMED, UNUTTERED, `TILL THE MOMENT WHEN HE, WHO IS PERFECT, PRONOUNCED IT HIMSELF; AND IT WAS HE ALONE WHO WAS ABLE TO PRONOUNCE HIS NAME AND TO SEE IT. WHEN IT PLEASED HIM, THEN, THAT HIS SON SHOULD BE HIS PRONOUNCED NAME AND WHEN HE GAVE THIS NAME TO HIM, HE WHO HAS COME FROM THE DEPTH SPOKE OF HIS SECRETS, BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT THE FATHER WAS ABSOLUTE GOODNESS. FOR THIS REASON, INDEED, HE SENT THIS PARTICULAR ONE IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT SPEAK CONCERNING THE PLACE AND HIS PLACE OF REST FROM WHICH HE HAD COME FORTH, AND THAT HE MIGHT GLORIFY THE PLEROMA, THE GREATNESS OF HIS NAME AND THE SWEETNESS OF HIS FATHER. EACH ONE WILL SPEAK CONCERNING THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE HAS COME FORTH, AND TO THE REGION FROM WHICH HE RECEIVED HIS ESSENTIAL BEING, HE WILL HASTEN TO RETURN ONCE AGAIN. AND HE, WANT FROM THAT PLACE - THE PLACE WHERE HE WAS - BECAUSE HE TASTED OF THAT PLACE, AS HE WAS NOURISHED AND GREW. AND HIS OWN PLACE OF REST IS HIS PLEROMA. ALL THE EMANATIONS FROM THE FATHER, THEREFORE, ARE PLEROMAS, AND ALL HIS EMANATIONS HAVE THEIR ROOTS IN THE ONE WHO CAUSED THEM ALL TO GROW FROM HIMSELF. HE APPOINTED A LIMIT. THEY, THEN, BECAME MANIFEST INDIVIDUALLY IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT BE IN THEIR OWN THOUGHT, FOR THAT PLACE TO WHICH THEY EXTEND THEIR THOUGHTS IS THEIR ROOT, WHICH LIFTS THEM UPWARD THROUGH ALL HEIGHTS TO THE FATHER. THEY REACH HIS HEAD, WHICH IS REST FOR THEM, AND THEY REMAIN THERE NEAR TO IT SO THAT THEY SAY THAT THEY HAVE PARTICIPATED IN HIS FACE BY MEANS OF EMBRACES. BUT THESE OF THIS KIND WERE NOT MANIFEST, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT RISEN ABOVE THEMSELVES. NEITHER HAVE THEY BEEN DEPRIVED OF THE GLORY OF THE FATHER NOR HAVE THEY THOUGHT OF HIM AS SMALL, NOR BITTER, NOR ANGRY, BUT AS ABSOLUTELY GOOD, UNPERTURBED, SWEET, KNOWING ALL THE SPACES BEFORE THEY CAME INTO EXISTENCE AND HAVING NO NEED OF INSTRUCTION. SUCH ARE THEY WHO POSSESS FROM ABOVE SOMETHING OF THIS IMMEASURABLE GREATNESS, AS THEY STRAIN TOWARDS THAT UNIQUE AND PERFECT ONE WHO EXISTS THERE FOR THEM. AND THEY DO NOT GO DOWN TO HADES. THEY HAVE NEITHER ENVY NOR MOANING, NOR IS DEATH IN THEM. BUT THEY REST IN HIM WHO RESTS, WITHOUT WEARYING THEMSELVES OR BECOMING INVOLVED IN THE SEARCH FOR TRUTH. BUT, THEY, INDEED, ARE THE TRUTH, AND THE FATHER IS IN THEM, AND THEY ARE IN THE FATHER, SINCE THEY ARE PERFECT, INSEPARABLE FROM HIM WHO IS TRULY GOOD. THEY LACK NOTHING IN ANY WAY, BUT THEY ARE GIVEN REST AND ARE REFRESHED BY THE SPIRIT. AND THEY LISTEN TO THEIR ROOT; THEY HAVE LEISURE FOR THEMSELVES, THEY IN WHOM HE WILL FIND HIS ROOT, AND HE WILL SUFFER NO LOSS TO HIS SOUL. SUCH IS THE PLACE OF THE BLESSED; THIS IS THEIR PLACE. AS FOR THE REST, THEN, MAY THEY KNOW, IN THEIR PLACE, THAT IT DOES NOT SUIT ME, AFTER HAVING BEEN IN THE PLACE OF REST TO SAY ANYTHING MORE. BUT HE IS THE ONE IN WHOM I SHALL BE IN ORDER TO DEVOTE MYSELF, AT ALL TIMES, TO THE FATHER OF THE ALL AND THE TRUE BROTHERS, THOSE UPON WHOM THE LOVE OF THE FATHER IS LAVISHED, AND IN WHOSE MIDST NOTHING OF HIM IS LACKING. IT IS THEY WHO MANIFEST THEMSELVES TRULY SINCE THEY ARE IN THAT TRUE AND ETERNAL LIFE AND SPEAK OF THE PERFECT LIGHT FILLED WITH THE SEED OF THE FATHER, AND WHICH IS IN HIS HEART AND IN THE PLEROMA, WHILE HIS SPIRIT REJOICES IN IT AND GLORIFIES HIM IN WHOM IT WAS, BECAUSE THE FATHER IS GOOD. AND HIS CHILDREN ARE PERFECT AND WORTHY OF HIS NAME, BECAUSE HE IS THE FATHER. CHILDREN OF THIS KIND ARE THOSE WHOM HE LOVES.   
THE HYPOSTASIS OF THE ARCHONS (THE REALITY OF THE RULERS)
ON ACCOUNT OF THE REALITY OF THE AUTHORITIES, (INSPIRED) BY THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER OF TRUTH, THE GREAT APOSTLE - REFERRING TO THE "AUTHORITIES OF THE DARKNESS" - TOLD US THAT "OUR CONTEST IS NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD; RATHER, THE AUTHORITIES OF THE UNIVERSE AND THE SPIRITS OF WICKEDNESS." I HAVE SENT THIS (TO YOU) BECAUSE YOU INQUIRE ABOUT THE REALITY OF THE AUTHORITIES. THEIR CHIEF IS BLIND; BECAUSE OF HIS POWER AND HIS IGNORANCE AND HIS ARROGANCE HE SAID, WITH HIS POWER, "IT IS I WHO AM GOD; THERE IS NONE APART FROM ME." WHEN HE SAID THIS, HE SINNED AGAINST THE ENTIRETY. AND THIS SPEECH GOT UP TO INCORRUPTIBILITY; THEN THERE WAS A VOICE THAT CAME FORTH FROM INCORRUPTIBILITY, SAYING, "YOU ARE MISTAKEN, SAMAEL" - WHICH IS, "GOD OF THE BLIND." HIS THOUGHTS BECAME BLIND. AND, HAVING EXPELLED HIS POWER - THAT IS, THE BLASPHEMY HE HAD SPOKEN - HE PURSUED IT DOWN TO CHAOS AND THE ABYSS, HIS MOTHER, AT THE INSTIGATION OF PISTIS SOPHIA. AND SHE ESTABLISHED EACH OF HIS OFFSPRING IN CONFORMITY WITH ITS POWER - AFTER THE PATTERN OF THE REALMS THAT ARE ABOVE, FOR BY STARTING FROM THE INVISIBLE WORLD THE VISIBLE WORLD WAS INVENTED. AS INCORRUPTIBILITY LOOKED DOWN INTO THE REGION OF THE WATERS, HER IMAGE APPEARED IN THE WATERS; AND THE AUTHORITIES OF THE DARKNESS BECAME ENAMORED OF HER. BUT THEY COULD NOT LAY HOLD OF THAT IMAGE, WHICH HAD APPEARED TO THEM IN THE WATERS, BECAUSE OF THEIR WEAKNESS - SINCE BEINGS THAT MERELY POSSESS A SOUL CANNOT LAY HOLD OF THOSE THAT POSSESS A SPIRIT - FOR THEY WERE FROM BELOW, WHILE IT WAS FROM ABOVE. THIS IS THE REASON WHY "INCORRUPTIBILITY LOOKED DOWN INTO THE REGION (ETC.)": SO THAT, BY THE FATHER'S WILL, SHE MIGHT BRING THE ENTIRETY INTO UNION WITH THE LIGHT. THE RULERS LAID PLANS AND SAID, "COME, LET US CREATE A MAN THAT WILL BE SOIL FROM THE EARTH." THEY MODELED THEIR CREATURE AS ONE WHOLLY OF THE EARTH. NOW THE RULERS [...] BODY [...] THEY HAVE [...] FEMALE [...] IS [...] WITH THE FACE OF A BEAST. THEY HAD TAKEN SOME SOIL FROM THE EARTH AND MODELED THEIR MAN AFTER THEIR BODY AND AFTER THE IMAGE OF GOD THAT HAD APPEARED TO THEM IN THE WATERS. THEY SAID, "COME, LET US LAY HOLD OF IT BY MEANS OF THE FORM THAT WE HAVE MODELED, SO THAT IT MAY SEE ITS MALE COUNTERPART [...], AND WE MAY SEIZE IT WITH THE FORM THAT WE HAVE MODELED" - NOT UNDERSTANDING THE FORCE OF GOD, BECAUSE OF THEIR POWERLESSNESS. AND HE BREATHED INTO HIS FACE; AND THE MAN CAME TO HAVE A SOUL (AND REMAINED) UPON THE GROUND MANY DAYS. BUT THEY COULD NOT MAKE HIM ARISE BECAUSE OF THEIR POWERLESSNESS. LIKE STORM WINDS THEY PERSISTED (IN BLOWING), THAT THEY MIGHT TRY TO CAPTURE THAT IMAGE, WHICH HAD APPEARED TO THEM IN THE WATERS. AND THEY DID NOT KNOW THE IDENTITY OF ITS POWER. NOW ALL THESE THINGS CAME TO PASS BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER OF THE ENTIRETY. AFTERWARDS, THE SPIRIT SAW THE SOUL-ENDOWED MAN UPON THE GROUND. AND THE SPIRIT CAME FORTH FROM THE ADAMANTINE LAND; IT DESCENDED AND CAME TO DWELL WITHIN HIM, AND THAT MAN BECAME A LIVING SOUL. IT CALLED HIS NAME ADAM, SINCE HE WAS FOUND MOVING UPON THE GROUND. A VOICE CAME FORTH FROM INCORRUPTIBILITY FOR THE ASSISTANCE OF ADAM; AND THE RULERS GATHERED TOGETHER ALL THE ANIMALS OF THE EARTH AND ALL THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN AND BROUGHT THEM IN TO ADAM TO SEE WHAT ADAM WOULD CALL THEM, THAT HE MIGHT GIVE A NAME TO EACH OF THE BIRDS AND ALL THE BEASTS. THEY TOOK ADAM AND PUT HIM THE GARDEN, THAT HE MIGHT CULTIVATE IT AND KEEP WATCH OVER IT. AND THE RULERS ISSUED A COMMAND TO HIM, SAYING, "FROM EVERY TREE IN THE GARDEN SHALL YOU EAT; YET FROM THE TREE OF RECOGNIZING GOOD AND EVIL DO NOT EAT, NOR TOUCH IT; FOR THE DAY YOU EAT FROM IT, WITH DEATH YOU ARE GOING TO DIE." THEY [...] THIS. THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY HAVE SAID TO HIM; RATHER, BY THE FATHER'S WILL, THEY SAID THIS IN SUCH A WAY THAT HE MIGHT (IN FACT) EAT, AND THAT ADAM MIGHT <NOT> REGARD THEM AS WOULD A MAN OF AN EXCLUSIVELY MATERIAL NATURE. THE RULERS TOOK COUNSEL WITH ONE ANOTHER AND SAID, "COME, LET US CAUSE A DEEP SLEEP TO FALL UPON ADAM." AND HE SLEPT. - NOW THE DEEP SLEEP THAT THEY "CAUSED TO FALL UPON HIM, AND HE SLEPT" IS IGNORANCE. - THEY OPENED HIS SIDE LIKE A LIVING WOMAN. AND THEY BUILT UP HIS SIDE WITH SOME FLESH IN PLACE OF HER, AND ADAM CAME TO BE ENDOWED ONLY WITH SOUL. AND THE SPIRIT-ENDOWED WOMAN CAME TO HIM AND SPOKE WITH HIM, SAYING, "ARISE, ADAM." AND WHEN HE SAW HER, HE SAID, "IT IS YOU WHO HAVE GIVEN ME LIFE; YOU WILL BE CALLED 'MOTHER OF THE LIVING'. - FOR IT IS SHE WHO IS MY MOTHER. IT IS SHE WHO IS THE PHYSICIAN, AND THE WOMAN, AND SHE WHO HAS GIVEN BIRTH." THEN THE AUTHORITIES CAME UP TO THEIR ADAM. AND WHEN THEY SAW HIS FEMALE COUNTERPART SPEAKING WITH HIM, THEY BECAME AGITATED WITH GREAT AGITATION; AND THEY BECAME ENAMORED OF HER. THEY SAID TO ONE ANOTHER, "COME, LET US SOW OUR SEED IN HER," AND THEY PURSUED HER. AND SHE LAUGHED AT THEM FOR THEIR WITLESSNESS AND THEIR BLINDNESS; AND IN THEIR CLUTCHES SHE BECAME A TREE, AND LEFT BEFORE THEM HER SHADOWY REFLECTION RESEMBLING HERSELF; AND THEY DEFILED IT FOULLY. - AND THEY DEFILED THE STAMP OF HER VOICE, SO THAT BY THE FORM THEY HAD MODELED, TOGETHER WITH THEIR (OWN) IMAGE, THEY MADE THEMSELVES LIABLE TO CONDEMNATION. THEN THE FEMALE SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLE CAME IN THE SNAKE, THE INSTRUCTOR; AND IT TAUGHT THEM, SAYING, "WHAT DID HE SAY TO YOU? WAS IT, 'FROM EVERY TREE IN THE GARDEN SHALL YOU EAT; YET - FROM THE TREE OF RECOGNIZING GOOD AND EVIL DO NOT EAT'?" THE CARNAL WOMAN SAID, "NOT ONLY DID HE SAY 'DO NOT EAT', BUT EVEN 'DO NOT TOUCH IT; FOR THE DAY YOU EAT FROM IT, WITH DEATH YOU ARE GOING TO DIE.'"  AND THE SNAKE, THE INSTRUCTOR, SAID, "WITH DEATH YOU SHALL NOT DIE; FOR IT WAS OUT OF JEALOUSY THAT HE SAID THIS TO YOU. RATHER YOUR EYES SHALL OPEN AND YOU SHALL COME TO BE LIKE GODS, RECOGNIZING EVIL AND GOOD." AND THE FEMALE INSTRUCTING PRINCIPLE WAS TAKEN AWAY FROM THE SNAKE, AND SHE LEFT IT BEHIND, MERELY A THING OF THE EARTH.  AND THE CARNAL WOMAN TOOK FROM THE TREE AND ATE; AND SHE GAVE TO HER HUSBAND AS WELL AS HERSELF; AND THESE BEINGS THAT POSSESSED ONLY A SOUL, ATE. AND THEIR IMPERFECTION BECAME APPARENT IN THEIR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE; AND THEY RECOGNIZED THAT THEY WERE NAKED OF THE SPIRITUAL ELEMENT, AND TOOK FIG LEAVES AND BOUND THEM UPON THEIR LOINS. THEN THE CHIEF RULER CAME; AND HE SAID, "ADAM! WHERE ARE YOU?" - FOR HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT HAD HAPPENED. AND ADAM SAID, "I HEARD YOUR VOICE AND WAS AFRAID BECAUSE I WAS NAKED; AND I HID."  THE RULER SAID, "WHY DID YOU HIDE, UNLESS IT IS BECAUSE YOU HAVE EATEN FROM THE TREE FROM WHICH ALONE, I COMMANDED YOU NOT TO EAT? AND YOU HAVE EATEN!"  ADAM SAID, "THE WOMAN THAT YOU GAVE ME, SHE GAVE TO ME AND I ATE." AND THE ARROGANT RULER CURSED THE WOMAN.  THE WOMAN SAID, "IT WAS THE SNAKE THAT LED ME ASTRAY AND I ATE." THEY TURNED TO THE SNAKE AND CURSED ITS SHADOWY REFLECTION, [...] POWERLESS, NOT COMPREHENDING THAT IT WAS A FORM THEY THEMSELVES HAD MODELED. FROM THAT DAY, THE SNAKE CAME TO BE UNDER THE CURSE OF THE AUTHORITIES; UNTIL THE ALL-POWERFUL MAN WAS TO COME, THAT CURSE FELL UPON THE SNAKE. THEY TURNED TO THEIR ADAM AND TOOK HIM AND EXPELLED HIM FROM THE GARDEN ALONG WITH HIS WIFE; FOR THEY HAVE NO BLESSING, SINCE THEY TOO ARE BENEATH THE CURSE. MOREOVER, THEY THREW MANKIND INTO GREAT DISTRACTION AND INTO A LIFE OF TOIL, SO THAT THEIR MANKIND MIGHT BE OCCUPIED BY WORLDLY AFFAIRS, AND MIGHT NOT HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF BEING DEVOTED TO THE HOLY SPIRIT. NOW AFTERWARDS, SHE BORE CAIN, THEIR SON; AND CAIN CULTIVATED THE LAND. THEREUPON HE KNEW HIS WIFE; AGAIN, BECOMING PREGNANT, SHE BORE ABEL; AND ABEL WAS A HERDSMAN OF SHEEP. NOW CAIN BROUGHT IN FROM THE CROPS OF HIS FIELD, BUT ABEL BROUGHT IN AN OFFERING (FROM) AMONG HIS LAMBS. GOD LOOKED UPON THE VOTIVE OFFERINGS OF ABEL; BUT HE DID NOT ACCEPT THE VOTIVE OFFERINGS OF CAIN. AND CARNAL CAIN PURSUED ABEL, HIS BROTHER. AND GOD SAID TO CAIN, "WHERE IS ABEL, YOUR BROTHER?"  HE ANSWERED SAYING, "AM I, THEN, MY BROTHER'S KEEPER?"  GOD SAID TO CAIN, "LISTEN! THE VOICE OF YOUR BROTHER'S BLOOD IS CRYING UP TO ME! YOU HAVE SINNED WITH YOUR MOUTH. IT WILL RETURN TO YOU: ANYONE WHO KILLS CAIN WILL LET LOOSE SEVEN VENGEANCES, AND YOU WILL EXIST GROANING AND TREMBLING UPON THE EARTH." AND ADAM KNEW HIS FEMALE COUNTERPART EVE, AND SHE BECAME PREGNANT, AND BORE SETH TO ADAM. AND SHE SAID, "I HAVE BORNE ANOTHER MAN THROUGH GOD, IN PLACE OF ABEL." AGAIN, EVE BECAME PREGNANT, AND SHE BORE NOREA. AND SHE SAID, "HE HAS BEGOTTEN ON ME A VIRGIN AS AN ASSISTANCE FOR MANY GENERATIONS OF MANKIND." SHE IS THE VIRGIN WHOM THE FORCES DID NOT DEFILE. THEN MANKIND BEGAN TO MULTIPLY AND IMPROVE. THE RULERS TOOK COUNSEL WITH ONE ANOTHER AND SAID, "COME, LET US CAUSE A DELUGE WITH OUR HANDS AND OBLITERATE ALL FLESH, FROM MAN TO BEAST." BUT WHEN THE RULER OF THE FORCES CAME TO KNOW OF THEIR DECISION, HE SAID TO NOAH, "MAKE YOURSELF AN ARK FROM SOME WOOD THAT DOES NOT ROT AND HIDE IN IT - YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN AND THE BEASTS AND THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN FROM SMALL TO LARGE - AND SET IT UPON MOUNT SIR." THEN OREA CAME TO HIM, WANTING TO BOARD THE ARK. AND WHEN HE WOULD NOT LET HER, SHE BLEW UPON THE ARK AND CAUSED IT TO BE CONSUMED BY FIRE. AGAIN, HE MADE THE ARK, FOR A SECOND TIME. THE RULERS WENT TO MEET HER, INTENDING TO LEAD HER ASTRAY. THEIR SUPREME CHIEF SAID TO HER, "YOUR MOTHER EVE CAME TO US." BUT NOREA TURNED TO THEM AND SAID TO THEM, "IT IS YOU WHO ARE THE RULERS OF THE DARKNESS; YOU ARE ACCURSED. AND YOU DID NOT KNOW MY MOTHER; INSTEAD IT WAS YOUR FEMALE COUNTERPART THAT YOU KNEW. FOR I AM NOT YOUR DESCENDANT; RATHER IT IS FROM THE WORLD ABOVE THAT I AM COME." THE ARROGANT RULER TURNED, WITH ALL HIS MIGHT, AND HIS COUNTENANCE CAME TO BE LIKE (A) BLACK [...]; HE SAID TO HER PRESUMPTUOUSLY, "YOU MUST RENDER SERVICE TO US, AS DID ALSO YOUR MOTHER EVE; FOR I HAVE BEEN GIVEN [...]." BUT NOREA TURNED, WITH THE MIGHT OF [...]; AND IN A LOUD VOICE, SHE CRIED OUT UP TO THE HOLY ONE, THE GOD OF THE ENTIRETY, "RESCUE ME FROM THE RULERS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AND SAVE ME FROM THEIR CLUTCHES - FORTHWITH!" THE <GREAT> ANGEL CAME DOWN FROM THE HEAVENS AND SAID TO HER, "WHY ARE YOU CRYING UP TO GOD? WHY DO YOU ACT SO BOLDLY TOWARDS THE HOLY SPIRIT?"  NOREA SAID, "WHO ARE YOU?" THE RULERS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS HAD WITHDRAWN FROM HER.  HE SAID, "IT IS I WHO AM ELELETH, SAGACITY, THE GREAT ANGEL WHO STANDS IN THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. I HAVE BEEN SENT TO SPEAK WITH YOU AND SAVE YOU FROM THE GRASP OF THE LAWLESS. AND I SHALL TEACH YOU ABOUT YOUR ROOT." (NOREA APPARENTLY NOW SPEAKING) NOW AS FOR THAT ANGEL, I CANNOT SPEAK OF HIS POWER: HIS APPEARANCE IS LIKE FINE GOLD AND HIS RAIMENT IS LIKE SNOW. NO, TRULY, MY MOUTH CANNOT BEAR TO SPEAK OF HIS POWER AND THE APPEARANCE OF HIS FACE! ELELETH, THE GREAT ANGEL, SPOKE TO ME. "IT IS I," HE SAID, "WHO AM UNDERSTANDING. I AM ONE OF THE FOUR LIGHT-GIVERS, WHO STAND IN THE PRESENCE OF THE GREAT INVISIBLE SPIRIT. DO YOU THINK THESE RULERS HAVE ANY POWER OVER YOU? NONE OF THEM CAN PREVAIL AGAINST THE ROOT OF TRUTH; FOR ON ITS ACCOUNT HE APPEARED IN THE FINAL AGES; AND THESE AUTHORITIES WILL BE RESTRAINED. AND THESE AUTHORITIES CANNOT DEFILE YOU AND THAT GENERATION; FOR YOUR ABODE IS IN INCORRUPTIBILITY, WHERE THE VIRGIN SPIRIT DWELLS, WHO IS SUPERIOR TO THE AUTHORITIES OF CHAOS AND TO THEIR UNIVERSE." BUT I SAID, "SIR, TEACH ME ABOUT THE FACULTY OF THESE AUTHORITIES - HOW DID THEY COME INTO BEING, AND BY WHAT KIND OF GENESIS, AND OF WHAT MATERIAL, AND WHO CREATED THEM AND THEIR FORCE?" AND THE GREAT ANGEL ELELETH, UNDERSTANDING, SPOKE TO ME: "WITHIN LIMITLESS REALMS DWELLS INCORRUPTIBILITY. SOPHIA, WHO IS CALLED PISTIS, WANTED TO CREATE SOMETHING, ALONE WITHOUT HER CONSORT; AND HER PRODUCT WAS A CELESTIAL THING. A VEIL EXISTS BETWEEN THE WORLD ABOVE AND THE REALMS THAT ARE BELOW; AND SHADOW CAME INTO BEING BENEATH THE VEIL; AND THAT SHADOW BECAME MATTER; AND THAT SHADOW WAS PROJECTED APART. AND WHAT SHE HAD CREATED BECAME A PRODUCT IN THE MATTER, LIKE AN ABORTED FETUS. AND IT ASSUMED A PLASTIC FORM MOLDED OUT OF SHADOW, AND BECAME AN ARROGANT BEAST RESEMBLING A LION. IT WAS ANDROGYNOUS, AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID, BECAUSE IT WAS FROM MATTER THAT IT DERIVED. OPENING HIS EYES, HE SAW A VAST QUANTITY OF MATTER WITHOUT LIMIT; AND HE BECAME ARROGANT, SAYING, "IT IS I WHO AM GOD, AND THERE IS NONE OTHER APART FROM ME". WHEN HE SAID THIS, HE SINNED AGAINST THE ENTIRETY. AND A VOICE CAME FORTH FROM ABOVE THE REALM OF ABSOLUTE POWER, SAYING, "YOU ARE MISTAKEN, SAMAEL" - WHICH IS, 'GOD OF THE BLIND'. AND HE SAID, "IF ANY OTHER THING EXISTS BEFORE ME, LET IT BECOME VISIBLE TO ME!" AND IMMEDIATELY SOPHIA STRETCHED FORTH HER FINGER AND INTRODUCED LIGHT INTO MATTER; AND SHE PURSUED IT DOWN TO THE REGION OF CHAOS. AND SHE RETURNED UP TO HER LIGHT; ONCE AGAIN DARKNESS [...] MATTER. THIS RULER, BY BEING ANDROGYNOUS, MADE HIMSELF A VAST REALM, AN EXTENT WITHOUT LIMIT. AND HE CONTEMPLATED CREATING OFFSPRING FOR HIMSELF, AND CREATED FOR HIMSELF SEVEN OFFSPRING, ANDROGYNOUS JUST LIKE THEIR PARENT. AND HE SAID TO HIS OFFSPRING, "IT IS I WHO AM GOD OF THE ENTIRETY." AND ZOE (LIFE), THE DAUGHTER OF PISTIS SOPHIA, CRIED OUT AND SAID TO HIM, "YOU ARE MISTAKEN, SAKLA!" - FOR WHICH THE ALTERNATIVE NAME IS YALTABAOTH. SHE BREATHED INTO HIS FACE, AND HER BREATH BECAME A FIERY ANGEL FOR HER; AND THAT ANGEL BOUND YALDABAOTH AND CAST HIM DOWN INTO TARTAROS BELOW THE ABYSS. NOW WHEN HIS OFFSPRING SABAOTH SAW THE FORCE OF THAT ANGEL, HE REPENTED AND CONDEMNED HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER, MATTER. HE LOATHED HER, BUT HE SANG SONGS OF PRAISE UP TO SOPHIA AND HER DAUGHTER ZOE. AND SOPHIA AND ZOE CAUGHT HIM UP AND GAVE HIM CHARGE OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, BELOW THE VEIL BETWEEN ABOVE AND BELOW. AND HE IS CALLED 'GOD OF THE FORCES, SABAOTH', SINCE HE IS UP ABOVE THE FORCES OF CHAOS, FOR SOPHIA ESTABLISHED HIM. NOW WHEN THESE (EVENTS) HAD COME TO PASS, HE MADE HIMSELF A HUGE FOUR-FACED CHARIOT OF CHERUBIM, AND INFINITELY MANY ANGELS TO ACT AS MINISTERS, AND ALSO HARPS AND LYRES. AND SOPHIA TOOK HER DAUGHTER ZOE AND HAD HER SIT UPON HIS RIGHT TO TEACH HIM ABOUT THE THINGS THAT EXIST IN THE EIGHTH (HEAVEN); AND THE ANGEL OF WRATH SHE PLACED UPON HIS LEFT. SINCE THAT DAY, HIS RIGHT HAS BEEN CALLED 'LIFE'; AND THE LEFT HAS COME TO REPRESENT THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE REALM OF ABSOLUTE POWER ABOVE. IT WAS BEFORE YOUR TIME THAT THEY CAME INTO BEING. NOW WHEN YALDABAOTH SAW HIM (SABAOTH) IN THIS GREAT SPLENDOR AND AT THIS HEIGHT, HE ENVIED HIM; AND THE ENVY BECAME AN ANDROGYNOUS PRODUCT, AND THIS WAS THE ORIGIN OF ENVY. AND ENVY ENGENDERED DEATH; AND DEATH ENGENDERED HIS OFFSPRING AND GAVE EACH OF THEM CHARGE OF ITS HEAVEN; AND ALL THE HEAVENS OF CHAOS BECAME FULL OF THEIR MULTITUDES. BUT IT WAS BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER OF THE ENTIRETY THAT THEY ALL CAME INTO BEING - AFTER THE PATTERN OF ALL THE THINGS ABOVE - SO THAT THE SUM OF CHAOS MIGHT BE ATTAINED. "THERE, I HAVE TAUGHT YOU ABOUT THE PATTERN OF THE RULERS; AND THE MATTER IN WHICH IT WAS EXPRESSED; AND THEIR PARENT; AND THEIR UNIVERSE." BUT I SAID, "SIR, AM I ALSO FROM THEIR MATTER?"  "YOU, TOGETHER WITH YOUR OFFSPRING, ARE FROM THE PRIMEVAL FATHER; FROM ABOVE, OUT OF THE IMPERISHABLE LIGHT, THEIR SOULS ARE COME. THUS, THE AUTHORITIES CANNOT APPROACH THEM, BECAUSE OF THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH PRESENT WITHIN THEM; AND ALL WHO HAVE BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THIS WAY EXIST DEATHLESS IN THE MIDST OF DYING MANKIND. STILL, THAT SOWN ELEMENT WILL NOT BECOME KNOWN NOW. INSTEAD, AFTER THREE GENERATIONS IT WILL COME TO BE KNOWN, AND IT HAS FREED THEM FROM THE BONDAGE OF THE AUTHORITIES' ERROR." THEN I SAID, "SIR, HOW MUCH LONGER?"  HE SAID TO ME, "UNTIL THE MOMENT WHEN THE TRUE MAN, WITHIN A MODELED FORM, REVEALS THE EXISTENCE OF THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, WHICH THE FATHER HAS SENT.  THEN HE WILL TEACH THEM ABOUT EVERYTHING, AND HE WILL ANOINT THEM WITH THE UNCTION OF LIFE ETERNAL, GIVEN HIM FROM THE UNDOMINATED GENERATION.  THEN THEY WILL BE FREED OF BLIND THOUGHT, AND THEY WILL TRAMPLE UNDERFOOT DEATH, WHICH IS OF THE AUTHORITIES, AND THEY WILL ASCEND INTO THE LIMITLESS LIGHT WHERE THIS SOWN ELEMENT BELONGS.  THEN THE AUTHORITIES WILL RELINQUISH THEIR AGES, AND THEIR ANGELS WILL WEEP OVER THEIR DESTRUCTION, AND THEIR DEMONS WILL LAMENT THEIR DEATH.  THEN ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT WILL BE TRULY ACQUAINTED WITH THE TRUTH AND THEIR ROOT, AND THE FATHER OF THE ENTIRETY AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. THEY WILL ALL SAY WITH A SINGLE VOICE, 'THE FATHER'S TRUTH IS JUST, AND THE SON PRESIDES OVER THE ENTIRETY", AND FROM EVERYONE UNTO THE AGES OF AGES, "HOLY - HOLY - HOLY! AMEN!'"  
HYPSIPHRONE
THE BOOK CONCERNING THE THINGS THAT WERE SEEN BY HYPSIPHRONE BEING REVEALED IN THE PLACE OF HER VIRGINITY. AND SHE LISTENS TO HER BRETHREN [...] PHAINOPS AND [...], AND THEY SPEAK WITH ONE ANOTHER IN A MYSTERY. NOW I WAS FIRST BY INDIVIDUAL RANKING [...] I CAME FORTH TO THE PLACE OF MY VIRGINITY AND I WENT DOWN TO THE WORLD. THEN I WAS TOLD ABOUT THEM (BY) THOSE WHO ABIDE IN THE PLACE OF MY VIRGINITY. AND I WENT DOWN TO THE WORLD AND THEY SAID TO ME, "AGAIN HYPSIPHRONE HAS WITHDRAWN OUTSIDE THE PLACE OF HER VIRGINITY." THEN THE ONE WHO HEARD, PHAINOPS, WHO BREATHES INTO HER FOUNT OF BLOOD, SPREAD OUT FOR HER. AND HE SAID, ["I AM PHAINOPS ...] ERR [...] DESIRE [... THE NUMBER] OF JUST THE HUMAN REMNANTS OR THAT I MAY SEE A [MAN, THE BLOOD-LIKENESS OR ...] OF A [... FIRE] AND A [... IN] HIS HANDS. THEN AS FOR ME, I SAID TO HIM, "PHAINOPS HAS NOT COME UPON ME; HE HAS NOT GONE ASTRAY. [...] SEE A MAN [...] HIM [...] FOR [...] WHICH HE SAID [...] PHAINOPS THIS [...]. I SAW HIM AND HE SAID TO ME, "HYPSIPHRONE, WHY DO YOU DWELL OUTSIDE ME? FOLLOW ME AND I WILL TELL YOU ABOUT THEM." SO, I FOLLOWED HIM, FOR I WAS IN GREAT FEAR. AND HE TOLD ME ABOUT A FOUNT OF BLOOD THAT IS REVEALED BY SETTING AFIRE [...] HE SAID [...].  
THE INTERPRETATION OF KNOWLEDGE
(13 LINES MISSING) ...THEY CAME TO BELIEVE BY MEANS OF SIGNS AND WONDERS AND FABRICATIONS. THE LIKENESS THAT CAME TO BE THROUGH THEM FOLLOWED HIM, BUT THROUGH REPROACHES AND HUMILIATIONS BEFORE THEY RECEIVED THE APPREHENSION OF A VISION, THEY FLED WITHOUT HAVING HEARD THAT THE CHRIST HAD BEEN CRUCIFIED. BUT OUR GENERATION IS FLEEING SINCE IT DOES NOT YET EVEN BELIEVE THAT THE CHRIST IS ALIVE. IN ORDER THAT OUR FAITH MAY BE HOLY (AND) PURE, NOT RELYING UPON ITSELF ACTIVELY, BUT MAINTAINING ITSELF PLANTED IN HIM, DO NOT SAY: "WHENCE IS THE PATIENCE TO MEASURE FAITH?", FOR EACH ONE IS PERSUADED BY THE THINGS HE BELIEVES. IF HE DISBELIEVES THEM, THEN HE WOULD BE UNABLE TO BE PERSUADED. BUT IT IS A GREAT THING FOR A MAN WHO HAS FAITH, SINCE HE IS NOT IN UNBELIEF, WHICH IS THE WORLD. NOW THE WORLD IS THE PLACE OF UNFAITH AND THE PLACE OF DEATH. AND DEATH EXISTS AS... (14 LINES MISSING) ...LIKENESS AND THEY WILL NOT BELIEVE. A HOLY THING IS THE FAITH TO SEE THE LIKENESS. THE OPPOSITE IS UNFAITH IN THE LIKENESS. THE THINGS THAT HE WILL GRANT THEM WILL SUPPORT THEM. IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO ATTAIN TO THE IMPERISHABILITY [...] WILL BECOME [...] LOOSEN [...] THOSE WHO WERE SENT [...]. FOR HE WHO IS DISTRESSED WILL NOT BELIEVE. HE IS UNABLE TO BRING A GREAT CHURCH, SINCE IT IS GATHERED OUT OF A SMALL GATHERING. HE BECAME AN EMANATION OF THE TRACE. FOR ALSO THEY SAY ABOUT THE LIKENESS THAT IT IS APPREHENDED BY MEANS OF HIS TRACE. THE STRUCTURE APPREHENDS BY MEANS OF THE LIKENESS, BUT GOD APPREHENDS BY MEANS OF HIS MEMBERS. HE KNEW THEM BEFORE THEY WERE BEGOTTEN, AND THEY WILL KNOW HIM. AND THE ONE WHO BEGOT EACH ONE FROM THE FIRST WILL INDWELL THEM. HE WILL RULE OVER THEM. FOR IT IS NECESSARY FOR EACH ONE ... (25 LINES MISSING) ...THE SAVIOR REMOVED HIMSELF, SINCE IT IS FITTING. INDEED, NOT IGNORANT BUT CARNAL IS THE WORD WHO TOOK HIM AS A HUSBAND. AND IT IS HE WHO EXISTS AS AN IMAGE, SINCE THAT ONE (MASC.) ALSO EXISTS, AS WELL AS THAT ONE (FEM.) WHO BROUGHT US FORTH. AND SHE CAUSED HIM TO KNOW THAT SHE IS THE WOMB. THIS IS A MARVEL OF HERS THAT SHE CAUSES US TO TRANSCEND PATIENCE. BUT THIS IS THE MARVEL: HE LOVES THE ONE WHO WAS FIRST TO PERMIT A VIRGIN [...]. IT IS FITTING TO [...] HER [...] UNTO DEATH [...] DESIRE TO PRACTICE... (23 LINES MISSING) THEREFORE SHE YIELDED TO HIM IN HER PATH. HE WAS FIRST TO FIX OUR EYE UPON THIS VIRGIN WHO IS FIXED TO THE CROSS THAT IS IN THOSE PLACES. AND WE SEE THAT IT IS HER WATER WHICH THE SUPREME AUTHORITY GRANTED TO THE ONE IN WHOM THERE IS A SIGN. THIS IS THE WATER OF IMMORTALITY WHICH THE GREAT POWERS WILL GRANT TO HIM WHILE HE IS BELOW IN THE LIKENESS OF HER YOUNG SON. SHE DID NOT STOP ON HIS ACCOUNT. SHE [...] THE [...] HE BECAME [...] IN THE [...] WORD THAT APPEARS TO THE [...]. HE DID NOT... (13 LINES MISSING) ...IN [...] THROUGH [...] COME FROM THOSE PLACES. SOME FELL IN THE PATH. OTHERS FELL IN THE ROCKS. YET STILL OTHERS HE SOWED IN THE THORNS. AND STILL OTHERS HE GAVE TO DRINK [...] AND THE SHADOW. BEHOLD [...] HE [...] AND THIS IS THE ETERNAL REALITY BEFORE THE SOULS COME FORTH FROM THOSE WHO ARE BEING KILLED. BUT HE WAS BEING PURSUED IN THAT PLACE BY THE TRACE PRODUCED BY THE SAVIOR. AND HE WAS CRUCIFIED AND HE DIED - NOT HIS OWN DEATH, FOR HE DID NOT AT ALL DESERVE TO DIE BECAUSE OF THE CHURCH OF MORTALS. AND HE WAS NAILED SO THAT THEY MIGHT KEEP HIM IN THE CHURCH. HE ANSWERED HER WITH HUMILIATIONS, SINCE IN THIS WAY HE HAD BORNE THE SUFFERING WHICH HE HAD SUFFERED. FOR JESUS IS FOR US A LIKENESS ON ACCOUNT OF... (14 LINES MISSING) ...THIS [...] THE ENTIRE STRUCTURE AND [...] THE GREAT BITTERNESS OF THE WORLD [...] US WITH THE [...] BY THIEVES [...] THE SLAVES [...] DOWN TO JERICHO [...] THEY RECEIVED [...]. FOR [...] DOWN TO THOSE WHO WILL WAIT WHILE THE ENTIRE DEFECT RESTRAINS THEM UNTIL THE FINAL REALITY THAT IS THEIR PORTION, SINCE HE BROUGHT US DOWN, HAVING BOUND US IN NETS OF FLESH. SINCE THE BODY IS A TEMPORARY DWELLING WHICH THE RULERS AND AUTHORITIES HAVE AS AN ABODE, THE MAN WITHIN, AFTER BEING IMPRISONED IN THE FABRICATION, FELL INTO SUFFERING. AND HAVING COMPELLED HIM TO SERVE THEM, THEY CONSTRAINED HIM TO SERVE THE ENERGIES. THEY SPLIT THE CHURCH SO AS TO INHERIT... (9 LINES MISSING) ...POWER TO [...] AND [...] AND [...] HAVING TOUCHED [...] BEFORE [...] IT IS THE BEAUTY THAT WILL [...] WANTED TO [...] AND TO BE WITH [...] FIGHTING WITH ONE ANOTHER [...] LIKE OTHERS [...] VIRGIN [...] TO DESTROY [...] WOUND [...] BUT SHE [...] SHE LIKENS HERSELF TO THE [...] HER SINCE THEY HAD STRUCK [...] IMPERISHABLE. THIS [...] THAT HE, REMAIN [...] VIRGIN. THE [...] HER BEAUTY [...] FAITHFULNESS [...] AND THEREFORE [...] HER. HE HASTENED [...] HE DID NOT PUT UP WITH [...] THEY DESPISE [...]. FOR WHEN THE MOTHER HAD... (5 LINES MISSING) ...THE MOTHER [...] HER ENEMY [...] THE TEACHING [...] OF THE FORCE [...] NATURE [...] BEHOLD A MAIDEN [...] HE IS UNABLE [...] FIRST [...] THE OPPOSITE [...]. BUT HOW HAS HE [...] MAIDEN [...] HE WAS NOT ABLE [...] HE BECAME [...] KILLED HIM [...] ALIVE [...] HE RECKONED HER [...] BETTER THAN LIFE [...] SINCE HE KNOWS THAT IF [...] WORLD CREATED HIM [...] HIM TO RAISE HIM [...] UP FROM [...] UPON THE REGIONS [...] THOSE WHOM THEY RULE [...]. BUT [...] EMITTED HIM [...] HE DWELLS IN HIM [...] THE FATHER OF THE ALL [...] BE MORE TO HER [...] HIM. HE... (8 LINES MISSING) ...LIKE [...] INTO [...] HE HAS THEM [...] THEM [...] EACH ONE WILL BE WORTHY [...] TAKE HIM AND [...] THE TEACHER SHOULD HIDE HIMSELF AS IF HE WERE A GOD WHO WOULD EMBRACE HIS WORKS AND DESTROY THEM. FOR HE ALSO SPOKE WITH THE CHURCH AND HE MADE HIMSELF HER TEACHER OF IMMORTALITY, AND DESTROYED THE ARROGANT TEACHER BY TEACHING HER TO DIE. AND THIS TEACHER MADE A LIVING SCHOOL, FOR THAT TEACHER HAS ANOTHER SCHOOL: WHILE IT TEACHES US ABOUT THE DEAD WRITINGS, HE, ON THE OTHER HAND, WAS CAUSING US TO REMOVE OURSELVES FROM THE SURFEIT OF THE WORLD; WE WERE BEING TAUGHT ABOUT OUR DEATH THROUGH THEM. NOW THIS IS HIS TEACHING: DO NOT CALL TO A FATHER UPON THE EARTH. YOUR FATHER, WHO IS IN HEAVEN, IS ONE. YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. THEY ARE MY BROTHERS AND MY FELLOW COMPANIONS WHO DO THE WILL OF THE FATHER. FOR WHAT USE IS IT IF YOU GAIN THE WORLD AND YOU FORFEIT YOUR SOUL? FOR WHEN WE WERE IN THE DARK, WE USED TO CALL MANY "FATHER," SINCE WE WERE IGNORANT OF THE TRUE FATHER. AND THIS IS THE GREAT CONCEPTION OF ALL THE SINS... (8 LINES MISSING) ... [SEXUAL] PLEASURE. WE ARE LIKE [...] HIM TO [...] SOUL [...] MEN WHO [...] THE DWELLING PLACE. WHAT NOW IS THE FAITH LAID DOWN BY THE MASTER WHO RELEASED HIM FROM THE GREAT IGNORANCE AND THE DARKNESS OF THE IGNORANT EYE? HE REMINDED HIM OF THE GOOD THINGS OF HIS FATHER AND THE RACE. FOR HE SAID TO HIM, "NOW THE WORLD IS NOT YOURS, MAY YOU NOT ESTEEM THE FORM THAT IS IN IT AS ADVANTAGEOUS; RATHER (AS) DISADVANTAGEOUS AND (AS) A PUNISHMENT." RECEIVE NOW THE TEACHING OF THE ONE WHO WAS REPROACHED - AN ADVANTAGE AND A PROFIT FOR THE SOUL - AND RECEIVE HIS SHAPE. IT IS THE SHAPE THAT EXISTS IN THE PRESENCE OF THE FATHER, THE WORD AND THE HEIGHT, THAT LET YOU KNOW HIM BEFORE YOU HAVE BEEN LED ASTRAY WHILE IN (THE) FLESH OF CONDEMNATION [DAMNATION]. LIKEWISE, I BECAME VERY SMALL, SO THAT THROUGH MY HUMILITY I MIGHT TAKE YOU UP TO THE GREAT HEIGHT, WHENCE YOU HAD FALLEN. YOU WERE TAKEN TO THIS PIT. IF NOW YOU BELIEVE IN ME, IT IS I WHO SHALL TAKE YOU ABOVE, THROUGH THIS SHAPE THAT YOU SEE. IT IS I WHO SHALL BEAR YOU UPON MY SHOULDERS. ENTER THROUGH THE RIB WHENCE YOU CAME AND HIDE YOURSELF FROM THE BEASTS. THE BURDEN THAT YOU BEAR NOW IS NOT YOURS. WHENEVER YOU (FEM.) GO... (14 LINES MISSING) ...FROM HIS GLORY [...] FROM THE FIRST. FROM BEING COUNTED WITH THE FEMALE, SLEEP BROUGHT LABOR AND THE SABBATH, WHICH IS THE WORLD. FOR FROM BEING COUNTED WITH THE FATHER, SLEEP BROUGHT THE SABBATH AND THE EXODUS FROM THE WORLD OF THE BEASTS. FOR THE WORLD IS FROM BEASTS AND IT IS A BEAST. THEREFORE, HE THAT IS LOST HAS BEEN RECKONED TO THE CRAFTY ONE, AND THAT ONE IS FROM THE BEASTS THAT CAME FORTH. THEY PUT UPON HIM A GARMENT OF CONDEMNATION, FOR THE FEMALE HAD NO OTHER GARMENT FOR CLOTHING HER SEED EXCEPT THE ONE SHE BROUGHT ON THE SABBATH. FOR NO BEAST EXISTS IN THE AEON. FOR THE FATHER DOES NOT KEEP THE SABBATH, BUT (RATHER) ACTUATES THE SON, AND THROUGH THE SON HE CONTINUED TO PROVIDE HIMSELF WITH THE AEONS. THE FATHER HAS LIVING RATIONAL ELEMENTS FROM WHICH HE PUTS ON MY MEMBERS AS GARMENTS. THE MAN... (11 LINES MISSING) ...THIS IS THE NAME. THE [...] HE EMITTED HIMSELF AND HE EMITTED THE REPROACHED ONE. THE ONE WHO WAS REPROACHED CHANGED (HIS) NAME AND, ALONG WITH THAT WHICH WOULD BE LIKE THE REPROACH, HE APPEARED AS FLESH. AND THE HUMILIATED ONE HAS NO EQUIPMENT. HE HAS NO NEED OF THE GLORY THAT IS NOT HIS; HE HAS HIS OWN GLORY WITH THE NAME, WHICH IS THE SON. NOW HE CAME THAT WE MIGHT BECOME GLORIOUS THROUGH THE HUMILIATED ONE THAT DWELLS IN THE PLACES OF HUMILIATION. AND THROUGH HIM WHO WAS REPROACHED WE RECEIVE THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. AND THROUGH THE ONE WHO WAS REPROACHED AND THE ONE WHO WAS REDEEMED WE RECEIVE GRACE. BUT WHO IS IT THAT REDEEMED THE ONE WHO WAS REPROACHED? IT IS THE EMANATION OF THE NAME. FOR JUST AS THE FLESH HAS NEED OF A NAME, SO ALSO IS THE FLESH AN AEON THAT WISDOM HAS EMITTED. IT RECEIVED THE MAJESTY THAT IS DESCENDING, SO THAT THE AEON MIGHT ENTER THE ONE WHO WAS REPROACHED, THAT WE MIGHT ESCAPE THE DISGRACE OF THE CARCASS AND BE REGENERATED IN THE FLESH AND BLOOD OF... (8 LINES MISSING) ...DESTINY. HE [...] AND THE AEONS [...] THEY ACCEPTED THE SON ALTHOUGH HE WAS A COMPLETE MYSTERY [...] EACH ONE OF HIS MEMBERS [...] GRACE. WHEN HE CRIED OUT, HE WAS SEPARATED FROM THE CHURCH LIKE PORTIONS OF THE DARKNESS FROM THE MOTHER, WHILE HIS FEET PROVIDED HIM TRACES, AND THESE SCORCHED THE PATH OF THE ASCENT TO THE FATHER. BUT WHAT IS THE WAY AND MANNER (IN) WHICH IT (FEM.) BECAME THEIR HEAD? WELL, IT (FEM.) MADE THE DWELLING PLACE TO BRING FORTH THE LIGHT TO THOSE WHO DWELL WITHIN HIM, SO THAT THEY MIGHT SEE THE ASCENDING CHURCH. FOR THE HEAD DREW ITSELF UP FROM THE PIT; IT WAS BENT OVER THE CROSS AND IT LOOKED DOWN TO TARTAROS SO THAT THOSE BELOW MIGHT LOOK ABOVE. HENCE, FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN SOMEONE LOOKS AT SOMEONE, THEN THE FACE OF THE ONE WHO LOOKED DOWN LOOKS UP; SO ALSO, ONCE THE HEAD LOOKED FROM THE HEIGHT TO ITS MEMBERS, OUR MEMBERS WENT ABOVE, WHERE THE HEAD WAS. AND IT, THE CROSS, WAS UNDERGOING NAILING FOR THE MEMBERS, AND SOLELY THAT THEY MIGHT BE ABLE... (7 LINES MISSING) ...HAVE [...] BECAUSE THEY WERE LIKE [...] SLAVE. THE CONSUMMATION IS THUS: HE WHOM SHE INDICATED WILL BE COMPLETED BY THE ONE WHO INDICATED. AND THE SEEDS THAT REMAIN WILL ENDURE UNTIL THE ALL IS SEPARATED AND TAKES SHAPE. AND THUS, THE DECREE WILL BE FULFILLED, FOR JUST AS THE WOMAN WHO IS HONORED UNTIL DEATH HAS THE ADVANTAGE OF TIME, SO TOO WILL IT GIVE BIRTH. AND THIS OFFSPRING WILL RECEIVE THE BODY APPOINTED FOR IT, AND IT WILL BECOME PERFECT. HE HAS A GENEROUS NATURE, SINCE THE SON OF GOD DWELLS IN HIM. AND WHENEVER HE ACQUIRES THE ALL, WHATEVER HE POSSESSES WILL <BE DISSOLVED> IN THE FIRE BECAUSE IT GREATLY DESPISED AND OUTRAGED THE FATHER. MOREOVER, WHEN THE GREAT SON WAS SENT AFTER HIS SMALL BROTHERS, HE SPREAD ABROAD THE EDICT OF THE FATHER AND PROCLAIMED IT, OPPOSING THE ALL. AND HE REMOVED THE OLD BOND OF DEBT, THE ONE OF CONDEMNATION. AND THIS IS THE EDICT THAT WAS: THOSE WHO MADE THEMSELVES ENSLAVED HAVE BECOME CONDEMNED IN ADAM. THEY HAVE BEEN BROUGHT FROM DEATH, RECEIVED FORGIVENESS FOR THEIR SINS, AND BEEN REDEEMED BY... (9 LINES MISSING) ...SINCE WE ARE WORTHY [...] AND [...] BUT I SAY [...] AND THESE [...]. FOR [...] IS WORTHY TO [...] GOD. AND THE FATHER [...] THE CHRIST REMOVED HIMSELF FROM ALL THESE, SINCE HE LOVES HIS MEMBERS WITH ALL HIS HEART. ONE WHO IS JEALOUS SETS HIS MEMBERS AGAINST ONE ANOTHER. IF HE IS NOT JEALOUS, HE WILL NOT BE REMOVED FROM (THE) OTHER MEMBERS AND THE GOOD WHICH HE SEES. BY HAVING A BROTHER WHO REGARDS US AS HE ALSO IS, ONE GLORIFIES THE ONE WHO GIVES US GRACE. MOREOVER, IT IS FITTING FOR EACH OF US TO ENJOY THE GIFT THAT HE HAS RECEIVED FROM GOD, AND THAT WE NOT BE JEALOUS, SINCE WE KNOW THAT HE WHO IS JEALOUS IS AN OBSTACLE IN HIS (OWN) PATH, SINCE HE DESTROYS ONLY HIMSELF WITH THE GIFT AND HE IS IGNORANT OF GOD. HE OUGHT TO REJOICE AND BE GLAD AND PARTAKE OF GRACE AND BOUNTY. DOES SOMEONE HAVE A PROPHETIC GIFT? SHARE IT WITHOUT HESITATION. NEITHER APPROACH YOUR BROTHER JEALOUSLY NOR... (8 LINES MISSING) ...CHOSEN AS THEY [...] EMPTY AS THEY ESCAPE [...] FALLEN FROM THEIR [...] ARE IGNORANT THAT [...] IN THIS WAY THEY HAVE [...] THEM IN [...] IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY REFLECT PERFORCE UPON THE THINGS THAT YOU WANT THEM TO THINK ABOUT WHEN THEY THINK ABOUT YOU. NOW YOUR BROTHER ALSO HAS HIS GRACE: DO NOT BELITTLE YOURSELF, BUT REJOICE AND GIVE THANKS SPIRITUALLY, AND PRAY FOR THAT ONE, IN ORDER THAT YOU MIGHT SHARE THE GRACE THAT DWELLS WITHIN HIM. SO, DO NOT CONSIDER HIM FOREIGN TO YOU, RATHER, (AS) ONE WHO IS YOURS, WHOM EACH OF YOUR <FELLOW> MEMBERS RECEIVED. BY LOVING THE HEAD WHO POSSESSES THEM, YOU ALSO POSSESS THE ONE FROM WHOM IT IS THAT THESE OUTPOURINGS OF GIFTS EXIST AMONG YOUR BRETHREN. BUT IS SOMEONE MAKING PROGRESS IN THE WORD? DO NOT BE HINDERED BY THIS; DO NOT SAY: ''WHY DOES HE SPEAK WHILE I DO NOT?", FOR WHAT HE SAYS IS (ALSO) YOURS, AND THAT WHICH DISCERNS THE WORD AND THAT WHICH SPEAKS IS THE SAME POWER. THE WORD... (13 LINES MISSING) ...EYE OR A HAND ONLY, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE A SINGLE BODY. THOSE WHO BELONG TO US ALL SERVE THE HEAD TOGETHER. AND EACH ONE OF THE MEMBERS RECKONS IT AS A MEMBER. THEY CANNOT ALL BECOME ENTIRELY A FOOT OR ENTIRELY AN EYE OR ENTIRELY A HAND, SINCE THESE MEMBERS WILL NOT LIVE ALONE; RATHER THEY ARE DEAD. WE KNOW THAT THEY ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH. SO WHY DO YOU LOVE THE MEMBERS THAT ARE STILL DEAD, INSTEAD OF THOSE THAT LIVE? HOW DO YOU KNOW THAT SOMEONE IS IGNORANT OF THE BRETHREN? FOR YOU ARE IGNORANT WHEN YOU HATE THEM AND ARE JEALOUS OF THEM, SINCE YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE THE GRACE THAT DWELLS WITHIN THEM, BEING UNWILLING TO RECONCILE THEM TO THE BOUNTY OF THE HEAD. YOU OUGHT TO GIVE THANKS FOR OUR MEMBERS AND ASK THAT YOU TOO MIGHT BE GRANTED THE GRACE THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THEM. FOR THE WORD IS RICH, GENEROUS AND KIND. HERE HE GIVES AWAY GIFTS TO HIS MEN WITHOUT JEALOUSY, ACCORDING TO... (11 LINES MISSING) ...APPEARED IN EACH OF THE MEMBERS [...] HIMSELF [...] SINCE THEY DO NOT FIGHT AT ALL WITH ONE ANOTHER ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR DIFFERENCE(S). RATHER, BY LABORING WITH ONE ANOTHER, THEY WILL WORK WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND IF ONE OF THEM SUFFERS, THEY WILL SUFFER WITH HIM, AND WHEN EACH ONE IS SAVED, THEY ARE SAVED TOGETHER. MOREOVER, IF THEY WOULD WAIT FOR THE EXODUS FROM THE (EARTHLY) HARMONY, THEY WILL COME TO THE AEON. IF THEY ARE FIT TO SHARE IN THE (TRUE) HARMONY, HOW MUCH THE MORE THOSE WHO DERIVE FROM THE SINGLE UNITY? THEY OUGHT TO BE RECONCILED WITH ONE ANOTHER. DO NOT ACCUSE YOUR HEAD BECAUSE IT HAS NOT APPOINTED YOU AS AN EYE BUT RATHER AS A FINGER. AND DO NOT BE JEALOUS OF THAT WHICH HAS BEEN PUT IN THE CLASS OF AN EYE OR A HAND OR A FOOT, BUT BE THANKFUL THAT YOU DO NOT EXIST OUTSIDE THE BODY. ON THE CONTRARY, YOU HAVE THE SAME HEAD ON WHOSE ACCOUNT THE EYE EXISTS, AS WELL AS THE HAND AND THE FOOT AND THE REST OF THE PARTS. WHY DO YOU DESPISE THE ONE THAT IS APPOINTED AS [...] IT DESIRED TO [...] YOU SLANDERED [...] DOES NOT EMBRACE [...] UNMIXED BODY [...] CHOSEN [...] DISSOLVE [...] OF THE AEON [...] DESCENT [...] HOWEVER PLUCKED US FROM <THE> AEONS THAT EXIST, IN THAT PLACE? SOME EXIST IN THE VISIBLE CHURCH - THOSE WHO EXIST IN THE CHURCH OF MEN - AND UNANIMOUSLY THEY PROCLAIM TO ONE ANOTHER THE PLEROMA OF THEIR AEON. AND SOME EXIST FOR DEATH IN THE CHURCH ON WHOSE BEHALF THEY GO - SHE FOR WHOM THEY ARE DEATH - WHILE OTHERS ARE FOR LIFE. THEREFORE, THEY ARE LOVERS OF ABUNDANT LIFE. AND EACH OF THE REST ENDURES BY HIS OWN ROOT. HE PUTS FORTH FRUIT THAT IS LIKE HIM, SINCE THE ROOTS HAVE A CONNECTION WITH ONE ANOTHER AND THEIR FRUITS ARE UNDIVIDED, THE BEST OF EACH. THEY POSSESS THEM, EXISTING FOR THEM AND FOR ONE ANOTHER. SO, LET US BECOME LIKE THE ROOTS, SINCE WE ARE EQUAL [...] THAT AEON [...] THOSE WHO ARE NOT OURS [...] ABOVE THE [...] GRASP HIM [...] SINCE [...] YOUR SOUL. HE WILL [...] WE GAVE YOU TO HIM. IF YOU PURIFY IT, IT ABIDES IN ME. IF YOU ENCLOSE IT, IT BELONGS TO THE DEVIL. EVEN IF YOU KILL HIS FORCES THAT ARE ACTIVE, IT WILL BE WITH YOU. FOR IF THE SOUL IS DEAD, STILL IT WAS ENACTED UPON (BY) THE RULERS AND AUTHORITIES. WHAT, NOW, DO YOU THINK OF AS SPIRIT? OR WHY DO THEY PERSECUTE MEN OF THIS SORT TO DEATH? ARE THEY NOT SATISFIED TO BE WITH THE SOUL AND SEEK IT? FOR EVERY PLACE IS EXCLUDED FROM THEM BY THE MEN OF GOD SO LONG AS THEY EXIST IN FLESH. AND WHEN THEY CANNOT SEE THEM, SINCE THEY (THE MEN OF GOD) LIVE BY THE SPIRIT, THEY TEAR APART WHAT APPEARS, AS IF THUS THEY CAN FIND THEM. BUT WHAT IS THE PROFIT FOR THEM? THEY ARE SENSELESSLY MAD! THEY REND THEIR SURROUNDINGS! THEY DIG THE EARTH! [...] HIM [...] HID [...] EXISTS [...] PURIFY [...] HOWEVER [...] AFTER GOD [...] SEIZE US [...] BUT WE WALK [...]. FOR IF THE SINS ARE MANY, HOW MUCH THE MORE NOW IS THE JEALOUSY OF THE CHURCH OF THE SAVIOR. FOR EACH ONE WAS CAPABLE OF BOTH (TYPES) OF TRANSGRESSION, NAMELY THAT OF AN ADEPT, AND (THAT OF) AN ORDINARY PERSON. IT IS STILL A SINGLE ABILITY THAT THEY POSSESS. AND AS FOR US, WE ARE ADEPTS AT THE WORD. IF WE SIN AGAINST IT, WE SIN MORE THAN GENTILES. BUT IF WE SURMOUNT EVERY SIN, WE SHALL RECEIVE THE CROWN OF VICTORY, EVEN AS OUR HEAD WAS GLORIFIED BY THE FATHER.  
THE LETTER OF PETER TO PHILIP
THE LETTER OF PETER WHICH HE SENT TO PHILIP "PETER, THE APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST, TO PHILIP, OUR BELOVED BROTHER AND OUR FELLOW APOSTLE, AND (TO) THE BRETHREN WHO ARE WITH YOU: GREETINGS! NOW I WANT YOU TO KNOW, OUR BROTHER, THAT WE RECEIVED ORDERS FROM OUR LORD AND THE SAVIOR OF THE WHOLE WORLD THAT WE SHOULD COME TOGETHER TO GIVE INSTRUCTION AND PREACH IN THE SALVATION WHICH WAS PROMISED US BY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. BUT AS FOR YOU, YOU WERE SEPARATE FROM US, AND YOU DID NOT DESIRE US TO COME TOGETHER AND TO KNOW HOW WE SHOULD ORGANIZE OURSELVES IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT TELL THE GOOD NEWS. THEREFORE, WOULD IT BE AGREEABLE TO YOU, OUR BROTHER, TO COME ACCORDING TO THE ORDERS OF OUR GOD JESUS?" WHEN PHILIP HAD RECEIVED THESE (WORDS), AND WHEN HE HAD READ THEM, HE WENT TO PETER REJOICING WITH GLADNESS. THEN PETER GATHERED THE OTHERS ALSO. THEY WENT UPON THE MOUNTAIN WHICH IS CALLED "THE (MOUNT) OLIVES," THE PLACE WHERE THEY USED TO GATHER WITH THE BLESSED CHRIST WHEN HE WAS IN THE BODY. THEN, WHEN THE APOSTLES HAD COME TOGETHER, AND HAD THROWN THEMSELVES UPON THEIR KNEES, THEY PRAYED THUS SAYING, "FATHER, FATHER, FATHER OF THE LIGHT, WHO POSSESSES THE INCORRUPTIONS, HEAR US JUST AS THOU HAST TAKEN PLEASURE IN THY HOLY CHILD JESUS CHRIST. FOR HE BECAME FOR US AN ILLUMINATOR IN THE DARKNESS. YEA HEAR US!" AND THEY PRAYED AGAIN ANOTHER TIME, SAYING, "SON OF LIFE, SON OF IMMORTALITY, WHO IS IN THE LIGHT, SON, CHRIST OF IMMORTALITY, OUR REDEEMER, GIVE US POWER, FOR THEY SEEK TO KILL US!" THEN A GREAT LIGHT APPEARED SO THAT THE MOUNTAINS SHONE FROM THE SIGHT OF HIM WHO HAD APPEARED. AND A VOICE CALLED OUT TO THEM SAYING, "LISTEN TO MY WORDS THAT I MAY SPEAK TO YOU. WHY ARE YOU ASKING ME? I AM JESUS CHRIST WHO AM WITH YOU FOREVER." THEN THE APOSTLES ANSWERED AND SAID, "LORD, WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW THE DEFICIENCY OF THE AEONS AND THEIR PLEROMA." AND: "HOW ARE WE DETAINED IN THIS DWELLING PLACE?" FURTHER: "HOW DID WE COME TO THIS PLACE?" AND: "IN WHAT MANNER SHALL WE DEPART?" AGAIN: "HOW DO WE HAVE THE AUTHORITY OF BOLDNESS?" AND: "WHY DO THE POWERS FIGHT AGAINST US?" THEN A VOICE CAME TO THEM OUT OF THE LIGHT SAYING, "IT IS YOU YOURSELVES WHO ARE WITNESSES THAT I SPOKE ALL THESE THINGS TO YOU. BUT BECAUSE OF YOUR UNBELIEF I SHALL SPEAK AGAIN. FIRST OF ALL, CONCERNING THE DEFICIENCY OF THE AEONS, THIS IS THE DEFICIENCY, WHEN THE DISOBEDIENCE AND THE FOOLISHNESS OF THE MOTHER APPEARED WITHOUT THE COMMANDMENT OF THE MAJESTY OF THE FATHER. SHE WANTED TO RAISE UP AEONS. AND WHEN SHE SPOKE, THE ARROGANT ONE FOLLOWED. AND WHEN SHE LEFT BEHIND A PART, THE ARROGANT ONE LAID HOLD OF IT, AND IT BECAME A DEFICIENCY. THIS IS THE DEFICIENCY OF THE AEONS. NOW WHEN THE ARROGANT ONE HAD TAKEN A PART, HE SOWED IT. AND HE PLACED POWERS OVER IT AND AUTHORITIES. AND HE ENCLOSED IT IN THE AEONS WHICH ARE DEAD. AND ALL THE POWERS OF THE WORLD REJOICED THAT THEY HAD BEEN BEGOTTEN. BUT THEY DO NOT KNOW THE PRE-EXISTENT FATHER, SINCE THEY ARE STRANGERS TO HIM. BUT THIS IS THE ONE TO WHOM THEY GAVE POWER AND WHOM THEY SERVED BY PRAISING HIM. BUT HE, THE ARROGANT ONE, BECAME PROUD ON ACCOUNT OF THE PRAISE OF THE POWERS. HE BECAME AN ENVIER AND HE WANTED TO MAKE AN IMAGE IN THE PLACE OF AN IMAGE, AND A FORM IN THE PLACE OF A FORM. AND HE COMMISSIONED THE POWERS WITHIN HIS AUTHORITY TO MOLD MORTAL BODIES. AND THEY CAME TO BE FROM A MISREPRESENTATION, FROM THE SEMBLANCE WHICH HAD MERGED." "NEXT CONCERNING THE PLEROMA: I AM THE ONE WHO WAS SENT DOWN IN THE BODY BECAUSE OF THE SEED WHICH HAD FALLEN AWAY. AND I CAME DOWN INTO THEIR MORTAL MOLD. BUT THEY DID NOT RECOGNIZE ME; THEY WERE THINKING OF ME THAT I WAS A MORTAL MAN. AND I SPOKE WITH HIM WHO BELONGS TO ME, AND HE HARKENED TO ME JUST AS YOU TOO WHO HARKENED TODAY. AND I GAVE HIM AUTHORITY IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT ENTER INTO THE INHERITANCE OF HIS FATHERHOOD. AND I TOOK [...] THEY WERE FILLED [...] IN HIS SALVATION. AND SINCE HE WAS A DEFICIENCY, FOR THIS REASON HE BECAME A PLEROMA." "IT IS BECAUSE OF THIS THAT YOU ARE BEING DETAINED, BECAUSE YOU BELONG TO ME. WHEN YOU STRIP OFF FROM YOURSELVES WHAT IS CORRUPTED, THEN YOU WILL BECOME ILLUMINATORS IN THE MIDST OF MORTAL MEN." "AND THIS (IS THE REASON) THAT YOU WILL FIGHT AGAINST THE POWERS, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT HAVE REST LIKE YOU, SINCE THEY DO NOT WISH THAT YOU BE SAVED." THEN THE APOSTLES WORSHIPED AGAIN SAYING, "LORD, TELL US: IN WHAT WAY SHALL WE FIGHT AGAINST THE ARCHONS, SINCE THE ARCHONS ARE ABOVE US?" THEN A VOICE CALLED OUT TO THEM FROM THE APPEARANCE SAYING, "NOW YOU WILL FIGHT AGAINST THEM IN THIS WAY, FOR THE ARCHONS ARE FIGHTING AGAINST THE INNER MAN. AND YOU ARE TO FIGHT AGAINST THEM IN THIS WAY: COME TOGETHER AND TEACH IN THE WORLD THE SALVATION WITH A PROMISE. AND YOU, GIRD YOURSELVES WITH THE POWER OF MY FATHER, AND LET YOUR PRAYER BE KNOWN. AND HE, THE FATHER, WILL HELP YOU AS HE HAS HELPED YOU BY SENDING ME. BE NOT AFRAID, I AM WITH YOU FOREVER, AS I PREVIOUSLY SAID TO YOU WHEN I WAS IN THE BODY." THEN THERE CAME LIGHTNING AND THUNDER FROM HEAVEN, AND WHAT APPEARED TO THEM IN THAT PLACE WAS TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN. THEN THE APOSTLES GAVE THANKS TO THE LORD WITH EVERY BLESSING. AND THEY RETURNED TO JERUSALEM. AND WHILE COMING UP THEY SPOKE WITH EACH OTHER ON THE ROAD CONCERNING THE LIGHT WHICH HAD COME. AND A REMARK WAS MADE CONCERNING THE LORD. IT WAS SAID, "IF HE, OUR LORD, SUFFERED, THEN HOW MUCH (MUST) WE (SUFFER)?" PETER ANSWERED SAYING, "HE SUFFERED ON OUR BEHALF, AND IT IS NECESSARY FOR US TOO TO SUFFER BECAUSE OF OUR SMALLNESS." THEN A VOICE CAME TO THEM SAYING, "I HAVE TOLD YOU MANY TIMES: IT IS NECESSARY FOR YOU TO SUFFER. IT IS NECESSARY THAT THEY BRING YOU TO SYNAGOGUES AND GOVERNORS, SO THAT YOU WILL SUFFER. BUT HE WHO DOES NOT SUFFER AND DOES NOT [...] THE FATHER [...] IN ORDER THAT HE MAY [...]." AND THE APOSTLES REJOICED GREATLY AND CAME UP TO JERUSALEM. AND THEY CAME UP TO THE TEMPLE AND GAVE INSTRUCTION IN SALVATION IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. AND THEY HEALED A MULTITUDE. AND PETER OPENED HIS MOUTH, HE SAID TO HIS (FELLOW) DISCIPLES, "DID OUR LORD JESUS, WHEN HE WAS IN THE BODY, SHOW US EVERYTHING? FOR HE CAME DOWN. MY BROTHERS, LISTEN TO MY VOICE." AND HE WAS FILLED WITH A HOLY SPIRIT. HE SPOKE THUS: "OUR ILLUMINATOR, JESUS, CAME DOWN AND WAS CRUCIFIED. AND HE BORE A CROWN OF THORNS. AND HE PUT ON A PURPLE GARMENT. AND HE WAS CRUCIFIED ON A TREE AND HE WAS BURIED IN A TOMB. AND HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD. MY BROTHERS, JESUS IS A STRANGER TO THIS SUFFERING. BUT WE ARE THE ONES WHO HAVE SUFFERED THROUGH THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE MOTHER. AND BECAUSE OF THIS, HE DID EVERYTHING LIKE US. FOR THE LORD JESUS, THE SON OF THE IMMEASURABLE GLORY OF THE FATHER, HE IS THE AUTHOR OF OUR LIFE. MY BROTHERS, LET US THEREFORE NOT OBEY THESE LAWLESS ONES, AND WALK IN [...]." [...] THEN PETER GATHERED TOGETHER THE OTHERS ALSO, SAYING, "O, LORD JESUS CHRIST, AUTHOR OF OUR REST, GIVE US A SPIRIT OF UNDERSTANDING IN ORDER THAT WE ALSO MAY PERFORM WONDERS." THEN PETER AND THE OTHER APOSTLES SAW HIM, AND THEY WERE FILLED WITH A HOLY SPIRIT, AND EACH ONE PERFORMED HEALINGS. AND THEY PARTED IN ORDER TO PREACH THE LORD JESUS. AND THEY CAME TOGETHER AND GREETED EACH OTHER SAYING, "AMEN." THEN JESUS APPEARED SAYING TO THEM, "PEACE TO YOU ALL AND EVERYONE WHO BELIEVES IN MY NAME. AND WHEN YOU DEPART, JOY BE TO YOU AND GRACE AND POWER. AND BE NOT AFRAID; BEHOLD, I AM WITH YOU FOREVER." THEN THE APOSTLES PARTED FROM EACH OTHER INTO FOUR WORDS IN ORDER TO PREACH. AND THEY WENT BY A POWER OF JESUS, IN PEACE.  
MARSANES
... (10 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...AND A REWARD. THEY CAME TO KNOW; THEY FOUND HIM WITH A PURE HEART, (AND) THEY ARE NOT AFFLICTED BY HIM WITH EVILS. THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED YOU (PL.) WILL BE GIVEN THEIR CHOICE REWARD FOR ENDURANCE, AND HE WILL WARD OFF THE EVILS FROM THEM. BUT LET NONE OF US BE DISTRESSED AND THINK IN HIS HEART THAT THE GREAT FATHER [...]. FOR HE LOOKS UPON THE ALL AND TAKES CARE OF THEM ALL. AND HE HAS SHOWN TO THEM HIS [...]. THOSE THAT... (10 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...AT FIRST. BUT AS FOR THE THIRTEENTH SEAL, I HAVE ESTABLISHED IT, TOGETHER WITH THE SUMMIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND THE CERTAINTY OF REST. THE FIRST AND THE SECOND AND THE THIRD ARE THE WORLDLY AND THE MATERIAL. I HAVE INFORMED YOU CONCERNING THESE, THAT YOU SHOULD [...] YOUR BODIES. AND A SENSE-PERCEPTIBLE POWER WILL [...] THOSE WHO WILL REST, AND THEY WILL BE KEPT FROM PASSION AND DIVISION OF THE UNION. THE FOURTH AND THE FIFTH, WHICH ARE ABOVE, THESE YOU HAVE COME TO KNOW [...] DIVINE. HE EXISTS AFTER THE [...] AND THE NATURE OF THE [...], THAT IS, THE ONE WHO [...] THREE. AND I HAVE INFORMED YOU OF [...] IN THE THREE [...] BY THESE TWO. I HAVE INFORMED YOU CONCERNING IT, THAT IT IS INCORPOREAL ... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ... AND AFTER [...] WITHIN [...] EVERY [...] WHICH [...] YOUR [...]. THE FIFTH, CONCERNING THE CONVERSION OF THOSE THAT ARE WITHIN ME, AND CONCERNING THOSE WHO DWELL IN THAT PLACE. BUT THE SIXTH, CONCERNING THE SELF-BEGOTTEN ONES, CONCERNING THE INCORPOREAL BEING WHICH EXISTS PARTIALLY, TOGETHER WITH THOSE WHO EXIST IN THE TRUTH OF THE ALL [...] FOR UNDERSTANDING AND ASSURANCE. AND THE SEVENTH, CONCERNING THE SELF-BEGOTTEN POWER, WHICH IS THE THIRD PERFECT [...] FOURTH, CONCERNING SALVATION AND WISDOM. AND THE EIGHTH, CONCERNING THE MIND, WHICH IS MALE, WHICH APPEARED IN THE BEGINNING, AND (CONCERNING) THE BEING WHICH IS INCORPOREAL AND THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD. THE NINTH, [...] OF THE POWER WHICH APPEARED IN THE BEGINNING. THE TENTH, CONCERNING BARBELO, THE VIRGIN [...] OF THE AEON. THE ELEVENTH AND THE TWELFTH SPEAK OF THE INVISIBLE ONE WHO POSSESSES THREE POWERS, AND THE SPIRIT WHICH DOES NOT HAVE BEING, BELONGING TO THE FIRST UNBEGOTTEN (FEM.). THE THIRTEENTH SPEAKS CONCERNING THE SILENT ONE WHO WAS NOT KNOWN, AND THE PRIMACY OF THE ONE WHO WAS NOT DISTINGUISHED. FOR I AM HE WHO HAS UNDERSTOOD THAT WHICH TRULY EXISTS, WHETHER PARTIALLY OR WHOLLY, ACCORDING TO DIFFERENCE AND SAMENESS, THAT THEY EXIST FROM THE BEGINNING IN THE ENTIRE PLACE WHICH IS ETERNAL, <I.E.> ALL THOSE THAT HAVE COME INTO EXISTENCE, WHETHER WITHOUT BEING OR WITH BEING, THOSE WHO ARE UNBEGOTTEN, AND THE DIVINE AEONS, TOGETHER WITH THE ANGELS, AND THE SOULS WHICH ARE WITHOUT GUILE, AND THE SOUL-GARMENTS, THE LIKENESSES OF THE SIMPLE ONES. AND AFTERWARDS, THEY HAVE BEEN MIXED WITH [...] THEM. BUT STILL [...] THE ENTIRE BEING [...] WHICH IMITATES THE INCORPOREAL BEING AND THE UNSUBSTANTIAL (FEM.). FINALLY, THE ENTIRE DEFILEMENT WAS SAVED, TOGETHER WITH THE IMMORTALITY OF THE FORMER (FEM.). I HAVE DELIBERATED, AND HAVE ATTAINED TO THE BOUNDARY OF THE SENSE-PERCEPTIBLE WORLD. <I HAVE COME TO KNOW> PART BY PART THE ENTIRE PLACE OF THE INCORPOREAL BEING, AND <I> HAVE COME TO KNOW THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD. <I HAVE COME TO KNOW>, WHEN <I> WAS DELIBERATING, WHETHER IN EVERY RESPECT THE SENSE-PERCEPTIBLE WORLD IS WORTHY OF BEING SAVED ENTIRELY. FOR I HAVE NOT CEASED SPEAKING OF THE SELF-BEGOTTEN ONE, O [...] BECAME [...] PART BY PART THE ENTIRE PLACE. HE DESCENDED; AGAIN, HE DESCENDED <FROM> THE UNBEGOTTEN ONE WHO DOES NOT HAVE BEING, WHO IS THE SPIRIT. THAT ONE WHO EXISTS BEFORE ALL OF THEM REACHES TO THE DIVINE SELF-ENGENDERED ONE. THE ONE HAVING BEING SEARCHES [...] AND HE EXISTS [...] AND HE IS LIKE [...] AND FROM [...] DIVIDING [...] I BECAME [...] FOR MANY, AS IT IS MANIFEST THAT HE, SAVE A MULTITUDE. BUT AFTER ALL OF THESE THINGS, I AM SEEKING THE KINGDOM OF THE THREE-POWERED ONE, WHICH HAS NO BEGINNING. WHENCE DID HE APPEAR AND ACT TO FILL THE ENTIRE PLACE WITH HIS POWER? AND IN WHAT WAY DID THE UNBEGOTTEN ONES COME INTO EXISTENCE, SINCE THEY WERE NOT BEGOTTEN? AND WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES AMONG THE AEONS? AND AS FOR THOSE WHO ARE UNBEGOTTEN, HOW MANY ARE THEY? AND IN WHAT RESPECT DO THEY DIFFER FROM EACH OTHER? WHEN I HAD INQUIRED ABOUT THESE THINGS, I PERCEIVED THAT HE HAD WORKED FROM SILENCE. HE EXISTS FROM THE BEGINNING AMONG THOSE THAT TRULY EXIST, THAT BELONG TO THE ONE WHO EXISTS. THERE IS ANOTHER, EXISTING FROM THE BEGINNING, BELONGING TO THE ONE WHO WORKS WITHIN THE SILENT ONE. AND THE SILENCE [...] HIM WORKS. FOR AS MUCH AS THIS ONE [...], THAT ONE WORKS FROM THE SILENCE WHICH BELONGS TO THE UNBEGOTTEN ONE AMONG THE AEONS, AND FROM THE BEGINNING HE DOES NOT HAVE BEING. BUT THE ENERGY OF THAT ONE <IS> THE THREE-POWERED ONE, THE ONE UNBEGOTTEN BEFORE THE AEON, NOT HAVING BEING. AND IT IS POSSIBLE TO BEHOLD THE SUPREMACY OF THE SILENCE OF THE SILENT ONE, THE SUPREMACY OF THE ENERGY OF THE THREE-POWERED. AND THE ONE WHO EXISTS, WHO IS SILENT, WHO IS ABOVE THE HEAVEN [...], REVEALED THE THREE-POWERED, FIRST-PERFECT ONE. WHEN HE [...] TO THE POWERS, THEY REJOICED. THOSE THAT ARE WITHIN ME WERE PERFECTED TOGETHER WITH ALL THE REST. AND THEY ALL BLESSED THE THREE-POWERED, ONE BY ONE, WHO IS THE FIRST-PERFECT ONE, BLESSING HIM IN PURITY, EVERYWHERE PRAISING THE LORD, WHO EXISTS BEFORE THE ALL, [...] THE THREE-POWERED. [...] THEIR WORSHIP [...] MYSELF, AND I WILL STILL GO ON INQUIRING HOW THEY HAD BECOME SILENT. I WILL UNDERSTAND A POWER WHICH I HOLD IN HONOR. THE THIRD POWER OF THE THREE-POWERED, WHEN IT (FEM.) HAD PERCEIVED HIM, SAID TO ME, "BE SILENT IN ORDER THAT YOU MIGHT KNOW; RUN, AND COME BEFORE ME. BUT KNOW THAT THIS ONE WAS SILENT, AND OBTAIN UNDERSTANDING." FOR THE POWER IS ATTENDING TO ME, LEADING ME INTO THE AEON WHICH IS BARBELO, THE MALE VIRGIN. FOR THIS REASON, THE VIRGIN BECAME MALE, BECAUSE SHE HAD BEEN DIVIDED FROM THE MALE. THE KNOWLEDGE STOOD OUTSIDE OF HIM, BECAUSE IT BELONGS TO HIM. AND SHE WHO EXISTS, SHE WHO SOUGHT, POSSESSES (IT), JUST AS THE THREE-POWERED ONE POSSESSES (IT). SHE WITHDREW FROM THEM, FROM THESE TWO POWERS, SINCE SHE EXISTS OUTSIDE OF THE GREAT ONE, AS SHE [...] WHO IS ABOVE [...], WHO IS SILENT, WHO HAS THIS COMMANDMENT TO BE SILENT. HIS KNOWLEDGE AND HIS HYPOSTASIS AND HIS ACTIVITY ARE THOSE THINGS OF WHICH THE POWER OF THE THREEPOWERED SPOKE, <SAYING>, "WE ALL HAVE WITHDRAWN TO OURSELVES. WE HAVE BECOME SILENT, AND WHEN WE CAME TO KNOW HIM, THAT IS, THE THREE-POWERED, WE BOWED DOWN; WE [...]; WE BLESSED HIM [...] UPON US." [...]. [...] THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT RAN UP TO HIS PLACE. THE WHOLE PLACE WAS REVEALED; THE WHOLE PLACE UNFOLDED <UNTIL> HE REACHED THE UPPER REGION. AGAIN, HE DEPARTED; HE CAUSED THE WHOLE PLACE TO BE ILLUMINATED, AND THE WHOLE PLACE WAS ILLUMINATED. AND YOU (PL.) HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE THIRD PART OF THE SPIRIT OF THE POWER OF THE ONE WHO POSSESSES THE THREE POWERS. BLESSED IS [...]. HE SAID, "O YOU WHO DWELL IN THESE PLACES, IT IS NECESSARY FOR YOU TO KNOW THOSE THAT ARE HIGHER THAN THESE, AND TELL THEM TO THE POWERS. FOR YOU (SG.) WILL BECOME ELECT WITH THE ELECT ONES IN THE LAST TIMES, AS THE INVISIBLE SPIRITS RUNS UP ABOVE. AND YOU YOURSELVES, RUN WITH HIM UP ABOVE, SINCE YOU HAVE THE GREAT CROWN WHICH [...]. BUT ON THE DAY [...] WILL BECKON [...] RUN UP ABOVE [...] AND THE SENSE-PERCEPTIBLE [...] VISIBLE [...] AND THEY... (TWO PAGES MISSING, PLUS 14 LINES AT TOP OF PAGE AFTER THAT) ...THE PERCEPTION. HE IS FOR EVER, NOT HAVING BEING, IN THE ONE WHO IS, WHO IS SILENT, THE ONE WHO IS FROM THE BEGINNING, WHO DOES NOT HAVE BEING [...] PART OF [...] INDIVISIBLE. THE [...] CONSIDER A... (APPROX. 20 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...I WAS DWELLING AMONG THE AEONS WHICH HAVE BEEN BEGOTTEN. AS I WAS PERMITTED, I HAVE COME TO BE AMONG THOSE THAT WERE NOT BEGOTTEN. BUT I WAS DWELLING IN THE GREAT AEON, AS I [...]. AND [...] THE THREE POWERS [...] THE ONE WHO POSSESSES THE THREE POWERS. THE THREE POWERS [...] THE SILENT ONE AND THE THREE-POWERED ONE [...] THE ONE THAT DOES NOT HAVE BREATH. WE TOOK OUR STAND [...] IN THE... (APPROX. 23 LINES VIRTUALLY UNRECOVERABLE) ...WHO DOES NOT HAVE BREATH, AND HE EXISTS IN A [...] COMPLETELY. AND I SAW [...] HIM TO THE GREAT (FEM.) [...] THEY KNEW HIM... (APPROX. 21 LINES VIRTUALLY UNRECOVERABLE) ...IS ACTIVE [...] WHY, AGAIN, (DOES) KNOWLEDGE [...] IGNORANT, AND [...] HE RUNS THE RISK [...] THAT HE BECOME... (9 LINES VIRTUALLY UNRECOVERABLE) ... THOSE [...]. BUT IT IS NECESSARY THAT A [...] DOES NOT HAVE FORM [...] TO THIS ONE [...] EXISTS BEFORE [...] THE THOUGHT [...] FROM THE BEGINNING [...] THE ONE THAT... (APPROX. 6 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...THESE [...] LOOK(ED) AT [...] IN NINE [...] THE COSMIC HEBDOMAD [...] IN A DAY OF [...] FOR EVER... (8 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...AND [...] AFTER MANY YEARS [...], WHEN I SAW THE FATHER, I CAME TO KNOW HIM, AND [...] MANY [...] PARTIAL [...] FOR EVER [...] THE MATERIAL ONES [...] WORLDLY [...] ABOVE [...] IN ADDITION... (APPROX. 18 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...OUT OF [...] INTO THOSE THAT [...] THEM INTO [...] NAME THEM. AND (AS FOR) THEIR NOMENCLATURE, BEAR WITNESS YOURSELVES THAT YOU ARE INFERIOR TO THEIR [...] AND THEIR HYPOSTASIS. BUT IN ADDITION, WHEN... (APPROX. 18 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...HIDDEN [...] THE THIRD POWER. THE BLESSED AUTHORITY (FEM.) SAID [...] AMONG THESE AND [...], SHE WHO DOES NOT HAVE [...]. FOR THERE IS NOT GLORY [...] NOR EVEN THE ONE WHO [...]. FOR INDEED, THE ONE WHO... (APPROX. 18 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...AND THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC [...], AND THE [...], AND [...] WHICH DO NOT HAVE [...] ACQUIRE FOR [...] REVOLUTION [...]. BUT THE SOUL(S) [...] THERE [...] BODY(S) OF THIS [...] SOUL(S) OF HEAVEN [...] AROUND [...] SHAPE [...] WHICH IS... (APPROX. 19 LINES VIRTUALLY UNRECOVERABLE) ...ALL THE LIKENESSES [...] THEM [...] ALL THE FORMS [...] SHAPE(S), SO THAT THEY [...] AND BECOME [...] THEMSELVES [...], AND THE [...] THE ANIMALS [...], AND THE... (2 PAGES MISSING) ...THERE. BUT THEIR POWERS, WHICH ARE THE ANGELS, ARE IN THE FORM OF BEASTS AND ANIMALS. SOME AMONG THEM ARE POLYMORPHOUS, AND, CONTRARY TO NATURE, THEY HAVE FOR THEIR NAMES WHICH [...]. THEY ARE DIVIDED AND [...] ACCORDING TO THE [...] AND [...] IN FORM [...]. BUT THESE THAT ARE ASPECTS OF SOUND ACCORDING TO THE THIRD ORIGINATE FROM BEING. AND CONCERNING THESE, ALL OF THESE (REMARKS) ARE SUFFICIENT, SINCE WE HAVE (ALREADY) SPOKEN ABOUT THEM. FOR THIS DIVISION TAKES PLACE AGAIN IN THESE REGIONS IN THE MANNER WE HAVE MENTIONED FROM THE BEGINNING. HOWEVER, THE SOUL, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAS DIFFERENT SHAPE<S>. THE SHAPE OF THE SOUL EXISTS IN THIS FORM, I.E., (THE SOUL) THAT CAME INTO EXISTENCE OF ITS OWN ACCORD. THE SHAPE IS THE SECOND SPHERICAL PART, WHILE THE FIRST ALLOWS IT, EEIOU, THE SELFBEGOTTEN SOUL, AEEIOUO. THE SECOND SCHEMA, EEIOU, ...BY THOSE HAVING TWO SOUNDS (DIPHTHONGS), THE FIRST BEING PLACED AFTER THEM...  (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...THE LIGHT. CONTROL YOURSELVES, RECEIVE THE IMPERISHABLE SEED, BEAR FRUIT, AND DO NOT BECOME ATTACHED TO YOUR POSSESSIONS. BUT KNOW THAT THE OXYTONES EXIST AMONG THE VOWELS, AND THE DIPHTHONGS WHICH ARE NEXT TO THEM. BUT THE SHORT ARE INFERIOR, AND THE [...] ARE [...] BY THEM. THOSE THAT [...], SINCE THEY ARE INTERMEDIATE [...]. THE SOUNDS OF THE SEMIVOWELS ARE SUPERIOR TO THE VOICELESS (CONSONANTS). AND THOSE THAT ARE DOUBLE ARE SUPERIOR TO THE SEMIVOWELS, WHICH DO NOT CHANGE. BUT THE ASPIRATES ARE BETTER THAN THE INASPIRATES (OF) THE VOICELESS (CONSONANTS). AND THOSE THAT ARE INTERMEDIATE WILL ACCEPT THEIR COMBINATION IN WHICH THEY ARE; THEY ARE IGNORANT OF THE THINGS THAT ARE GOOD. THEY (THE VOWELS) ARE COMBINED WITH THE INTERMEDIATES, WHICH ARE LESS. FORM BY FORM, <THEY CONSTITUTE> THE NOMENCLATURE OF THE GODS AND THE ANGELS, NOT BECAUSE THEY ARE MIXED WITH EACH OTHER ACCORDING TO EVERY FORM, BUT ONLY (BECAUSE) THEY HAVE A GOOD FUNCTION. IT DID NOT HAPPEN THAT <THEIR> WILL WAS REVEALED. DO NOT KEEP ON SINNING, AND DO NOT DARE TO MAKE USE OF SIN. BUT I AM SPEAKING TO YOU (SG.) CONCERNING THE THREE [...] SHAPES OF THE SOUL. THE THIRD SHAPE OF THE SOUL IS [...] IS A SPHERICAL ONE, PUT AFTER IT, FROM THE SIMPLE VOWELS: EEE, III, OOO, UUU, OOO. THE DIPHTHONGS WERE AS FOLLOWS: AI, AU, EI, EU, EU, OU, OU, OI, EI, UI, OI, AUEI, EUEU, OIOU, GGG, GGG, GGG, AIAU, EIEU, EU, OIOU, OU, GGG, GGG, AUEIEU, OIOU, EU, THREE TIMES FOR A MALE SOUL. THE THIRD SHAPE IS SPHERICAL. THE SECOND SHAPE, BEING PUT AFTER IT, HAS TWO SOUNDS. THE MALE SOUL'S THIRD SHAPE (CONSISTS) OF THE SIMPLE VOWELS: AAA, EEE, EEE, III, OOO, UUU, OOO, OOO, OOO. AND THIS SHAPE IS DIFFERENT FROM THE FIRST, BUT THEY RESEMBLE EACH OTHER, AND THEY MAKE SOME ORDINARY SOUNDS OF THIS SORT: AEEOO. AND FROM THESE (ARE MADE) THE DIPHTHONGS. SO ALSO, THE FOURTH AND THE FIFTH. WITH REGARD TO THEM, THEY WERE NOT ALLOWED TO REVEAL THE WHOLE TOPIC, BUT ONLY THOSE THINGS THAT ARE APPARENT. YOU (PL.) WERE TAUGHT ABOUT THEM, THAT YOU SHOULD PERCEIVE THEM, IN ORDER THAT THEY, TOO, MIGHT ALL SEEK AND FIND WHO THEY ARE, EITHER BY THEMSELVES ALONE [...], OR BY EACH OTHER, OR TO REVEAL DESTINIES THAT HAVE BEEN DETERMINED FROM THE BEGINNING, EITHER WITH REFERENCE TO THEMSELVES ALONE, OR WITH REFERENCE TO ONE ANOTHER, JUST AS THEY EXIST WITH EACH OTHER IN SOUND, WHETHER PARTIALLY OR FORMALLY. THEY ARE COMMANDED TO SUBMIT, FOR THEIR PART IS GENERATED AND FORMAL. (THEY ARE COMMANDED) EITHER BY THE LONG (VOWELS), OR BY THOSE OF DUAL TIME VALUE, OR BY THE SHORT (VOWELS), WHICH ARE SMALL [...], OR THE OXYTONES, OR THE INTERMEDIATES, OR THE BARYTONES. AND CONSONANTS EXIST WITH THE VOWELS, AND INDIVIDUALLY THEY ARE COMMANDED AND THEY SUBMIT. THE CONSTITUTE THE NOMENCLATURE OF THE ANGELS. AND THE CONSONANTS ARE SELFEXISTENT, AND AS THEY ARE CHANGED, <THEY> SUBMIT TO THE HIDDEN GODS BY MEANS OF BEAT AND PITCH AND SILENCE AND IMPULSE. THEY SUMMON THE SEMIVOWELS, ALL OF WHICH SUBMIT TO THEM WITH ONE ACCORD, SINCE IT IS ONLY THE UNCHANGING DOUBLE (CONSONANTS) THAT COEXIST WITH THE SEMIVOWELS. BUT THE ASPIRATES AND THE INASPIRATES AND THE INTERMEDIATES CONSTITUTE THE VOICELESS (CONSONANTS). AGAIN [...] THEY ARE COMBINED WITH EACH OTHER, AND THEY ARE SEPARATE FROM ONE ANOTHER. THEY ARE COMMANDED AND THEY SUBMIT, AND THEY CONSTITUTE AN IGNORANT NOMENCLATURE. AND THEY BECOME ONE OR TWO OR THREE OR FOUR OR FIVE OR SIX, UP TO SEVEN, HAVING A SIMPLE SOUND, <TOGETHER WITH> THESE WHICH HAVE TWO SOUNDS, [...] THE PLACE OF THE SEVENTEEN CONSONANTS. AMONG THE FIRST NAMES, SOME ARE LESS. AND SINCE THESE DO NOT HAVE BEING, EITHER THEY ARE AN ASPECT OF BEING, OR THEY DIVIDE THE NATURE OF THE MIND, WHICH IS MASCULINE, (AND) WHICH IS INTERMEDIATE. AND YOU (SG.) PUT IN THOSE THAT RESEMBLE EACH OTHER WITH THE VOWELS AND THE CONSONANTS. SOME ARE: BAGADAZATHA, BEGEDEZETHE, BEGEDEZETHE, BIGIDIZITHI, BOGODOZOTHO, BUGUDUZUTHU, BOGODOZOTHO. AND THE REST [...] BABEBEBIBOBUBO. BUT THE REST ARE DIFFERENT: ABEBEBIBOB, IN ORDER THAT YOU (SG.) MIGHT COLLECT THEM, AND BE SEPARATED FROM THE ANGELS. AND THERE WILL BE SOME EFFECTS. THE FIRST (FEM.), WHICH IS GOOD, IS FROM THE TRIAD. IT [...] HAS NEED OF... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...THEIR SHAPES. <THE> DYAD AND THE MONAD DO NOT RESEMBLE ANYTHING, BUT THEY ARE FIRST TO EXIST. THE DYAD, BEING DIVIDED, IS DIVIDED FROM THE MONAD, AND IT BELONGS TO THE HYPOSTASIS. BUT THE TETRAD RECEIVED (THE) ELEMENTS, AND THE PENTAD RECEIVED CONCORD, AND THE HEXAD WAS PERFECTED BY ITSELF. THE HEBDOMAD RECEIVED BEAUTY, AND THE OGDOAD RECEIVED [...] READY... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...GREATLY. AND THE DECAD REVEALED THE WHOLE PLACE. BUT THE ELEVEN AND THE TWELVE HAVE TRAVERSED [...] NOT HAVING [...] IT IS HIGHER [...] SEVEN...  (9 LINES VIRTUALLY UNRECOVERABLE) ...PROMISE THAT [...] BEGIN TO SEPARATE THEM BY MEANS OF A MARK AND A POINT, THE ONE WHICH QUARRELS FROM THE ONE WHICH IS AN ENEMY. THUS [...] OF BEING... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...THE LETTERS [...] IN A HOLY OR ACCORDING TO A BOND EXISTING SEPARATELY. AND <THEY> EXIST WITH EACH OTHER IN GENERATION OR IN BIRTH. AND ACCORDING TO [...] GENERATION, THEY DO NOT HAVE [...] THESE... (10 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...ONE [...] SPEAKING THE RIDDLE. BECAUSE WITHIN THE SENSE-PERCEPTIBLE WORLD THERE EXISTS THE TEMPLE, WHICH MEASURES SEVEN HUNDRED CUBITS, AND A RIVER, WHICH [...] WITHIN [...] FOR EVER, THEY [...] THREE [...] TO THE FOUR [...] SEALS [...] CLOUDS, AND THE WATERS, AND THE FORMS OF THE WAX IMAGES, AND SOME EMERALD LIKENESSES. FOR THE REST, I WILL TEACH YOU (SG.) ABOUT THEM. THIS IS THE GENERATION OF THE NAMES. THAT (FEM.) WHICH WAS NOT GENERATED [...] FROM THE BEGINNING... (9 LINES VIRTUALLY UNRECOVERABLE) ...TIME(S), WHEN CONFINED, WHEN SPREAD OUT, WHEN DIMINISHED. BUT THERE EXISTS THE GENTLE WORD, AND THERE EXISTS ANOTHER WORD WHICH APPROACHES, BEING [...] IN THIS MANNER... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...AND HE [...] THE DIFFERENCE [...] AND THE [...] THE ALL AND A [...] THE UNDIVIDED BEINGS, AND THE POWER [...] HAVING A SHARE IN THE JOY SEPARATELY AND [...], WHETHER... (7 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...POWER [...] HE EXISTS IN EVERY PLACE, [...] THEM ALWAYS. HE DWELLS WITH THE CORPOREAL AND THE INCORPOREAL ONES. THIS IS THE WORD OF THE HYPOSTASIS THAT ONE SHOULD [...] IN THIS WAY: IF [...] WITH THEIR [...] HELPING THOSE WHO STIR UP THE [...] MANIFEST [...]. IF ONE KNOWS HIM, HE WILL CALL UPON HIM. BUT THERE ARE WORDS, SOME OF WHICH ARE TWO, BUT OTHERS EXISTING SEPARATELY... (10 LINES VIRTUALLY UNRECOVERABLE) ...OR ACCORDING TO THOSE THAT HAVE DURATION. AND THESE EITHER ARE SEPARATE FROM THEM, OR THEY ARE JOINED TO ONE ANOTHER OR WITH THEMSELVES, EITHER THE DIPHTHONGS, OR THE SIMPLE VOWELS, OR EVERY [...] OR [...] OR [...] EXIST JUST AS [...] EXIST [...] THE CONSONANTS [...] THEY EXIST INDIVIDUALLY UNTIL THEY ARE DIVIDED AND DOUBLED. SOME HAVE THE POWER [...] ACCORDING THE LETTERS THAT ARE CONSONANTS... (8 LINES VIRTUALLY UNRECOVERABLE) ...BY THEMSELVES [...] AND THREE (TIMES) FOR THE VOWELS, AND TWICE FOR THE CONSONANTS, AND ONCE FOR THE ENTIRE PLACE, AND WITH IGNORANCE FOR THOSE WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE [...] WHICH BECAME [...] TOGETHER WITH THE ENTIRE PLACE [...] FINALLY. AND [...] THEY ALL [...] THEY ARE HIDDEN, BUT THEY WERE PRONOUNCED OPENLY. THEY DID NOT STOP WITHOUT BEING REVEALED, NOR DID THEY STOP WITHOUT NAMING THE ANGELS. THE VOWELS JOIN THE CONSONANTS, WHETHER WITHOUT OR WITHIN, [...] THEY SAID [...] TEACH YOU (SG.) [...] AGAIN FOR EVER. THEY WERE COUNTED FOUR TIMES, (AND) THEY WERE ENGENDERED THREE TIMES, AND THEY BECAME... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) FOR THESE REASONS, WE HAVE ACQUIRED SUFFICIENCY; FOR IT IS FITTING THAT EACH ONE, ACQUIRE POWER FOR HIMSELF TO BEAR FRUIT, AND THAT WE NEVER CAST ASPERSIONS ON THE MYSTERIES [...] THE [...]. FOR [...], WHICH IS [...] THE SOULS [...] THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC [...] A NEW HYPOSTASIS. AND THE REWARD WHICH WILL BE PROVIDED FOR SUCH A ONE IS SALVATION. BUT THE OPPOSITE WILL HAPPEN THERE TO THE ONE WHO COMMITS SIN. THE ONE WHO COMMITS SIN BY HIMSELF [...] WILL BE IN A [...] IN A... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...IN ORDER THAT BEFORE YOU (SG.) EXAMINE THE ONE WHO <...>, ONE MIGHT TELL ANOTHER ABOUT AN EXALTED POWER, AND A DIVINE KNOWLEDGE, AND A MIGHT WHICH CANNOT BE RESISTED. BUT YOU SHALL EXAMINE WHO IS WORTHY THAT HE SHOULD REVEAL THEM, KNOWING THAT THOSE WHO COMMIT SIN [...] DOWN TO [...] AS THEY [...] THE FATHER [...] THAT WHICH IS FITTING. DO NOT DESIRE TO GIVE POWER TO THE SENSE-PERCEPTIBLE WORLD. ARE YOU (PL.) NOT ATTENDING TO ME, WHO HAVE RECEIVED SALVATION FROM THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD? BUT (AS FOR) THESE <WORDS> - WATCH YOURSELVES - DO NOT [...] THEM AS A(N) ... (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...UNDERSTAND [...], AND HE TAKES [...] THE REST, I WILL SPEAK OF THEM. THE PERFECTION [...], IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT INCREASE [...] WHO COMMIT SIN ... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ... THE EMBODIED SOULS DID NOT UNDERSTAND THEM. THOSE THAT ARE UPON THE EARTH, AS WELL AS THOSE OUTSIDE OF THE BODY, THOSE IN HEAVEN, ARE MORE THAN THE ANGELS. THE PLACE WHICH WE TALKED ABOUT IN EVERY DISCOURSE, THESE [...] STARS ... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...BOOK(S) [...] WHETHER ALREADY [...] INTO THE [...]. BLESSED IS [...], WHETHER HE IS GAZING AT THE TWO, OR HE IS GAZING AT THE SEVEN PLANETS, OR AT THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC, OR AT THE THIRTY-SIX DECANS... (9 LINES VIRTUALLY UNRECOVERABLE) ...AND THESE NUMBERS, WHETHER THOSE IN HEAVEN OR THOSE UPON THE EARTH, TOGETHER WITH THOSE THAT ARE UNDER THE EARTH, ACCORDING TO THE RELATIONSHIPS AND THE DIVISIONS AMONG THESE, AND IN THE REST [...] PARTS ACCORDING TO KIND AND ACCORDING TO SPECIES... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...THEY WILL SUBMIT, SINCE SHE HAS POWER [...] ABOVE [...] THEY EXIST APART... (OF THE REMAINING 26 PAGES, 10 ARE MISSING AND THE REMAINING 16 ARE SO BADLY DECOMPOSED THAT ONLY A FEW SCATTERED WORDS AND PHRASES ARE RECOGNIZABLE.) 
MELCHIZEDEK
JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD [...] FROM... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...THE AEONS, THAT I MIGHT TELL ALL OF THE AEONS, AND, IN (THE CASE OF) EACH ONE OF THE AEONS, THAT I MIGHT TELL THE NATURE OF THE AEON, WHAT IT IS, AND THAT I MIGHT PUT ON FRIENDSHIP AND GOODNESS AS A GARMENT, O BROTHER, [...] AND... (7 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...THEIR END [...]. AND HE WILL REVEAL TO THEM THE TRUTH [...] IN... (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...PROVERB(S) ... (LINES 26-EOP [=END OF PAGE], AND FIRST 2 LINES OF NEXT PAGE, UNRECOVERABLE) ...AT FIRST IN PARABLES AND RIDDLES [...] PROCLAIM THEM. DEATH WILL TREMBLE AND BE ANGRY, NOT ONLY HE HIMSELF, BUT ALSO HIS FELLOW WORLD-RULING ARCHONS, AND THE PRINCIPALITIES AND THE AUTHORITIES, THE FEMALE GODS AND THE MALE GODS, TOGETHER WITH THE ARCHANGELS. AND... (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...ALL OF THEM, [...] THE WORLD-RULERS [...], ALL OF THEM, AND ALL THE [...], AND ALL THE [...]. THEY WILL SAY [...] CONCERNING HIM, AND CONCERNING [...] AND... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...THEY WILL [...] HIDDEN MYSTERIES... (LINES 27-EOP, AND FIRST 2 LINES OF NEXT PAGE, UNRECOVERABLE) ...OUT OF [...] THE ALL. THEY WILL [...] THIS. THE LAWYERS WILL BURY HIM QUICKLY. THEY WILL CALL HIM 'IMPIOUS MAN', 'LAWLESS', 'IMPURE'. AND ON THE THIRD DAY, HE WILL RISE FROM THE DEAD... (LINES 12-EOP, AND FIRST 3 LINES OF NEXT PAGE, UNRECOVERABLE) ...HOLY DISCIPLES. AND THE SAVIOR WILL REVEAL TO THEM THE WORLD THAT GIVES LIFE TO THE ALL. BUT THOSE IN THE HEAVENS SPOKE MANY WORDS, TOGETHER WITH THOSE ON THE EARTH, AND THOSE UNDER THE EARTH... (LINES 11-EOP UNRECOVERABLE) ...WHICH WILL HAPPEN IN HIS NAME. FURTHERMORE, THEY WILL SAY OF HIM THAT HE IS UNBEGOTTEN, THOUGH HE HAS BEEN BEGOTTEN, (THAT) HE DOES NOT EAT, EVEN THOUGH HE EATS, (THAT) HE DOES NOT DRINK, EVEN THOUGH HE DRINKS, (THAT) HE IS UNCIRCUMCISED, THOUGH HE HAS BEEN CIRCUMCISED, (THAT) HE IS UNFLESHLY, THOUGH HE HAS COME IN THE FLESH, (THAT) HE DID NOT COME TO SUFFERING, <THOUGH> HE CAME TO SUFFERING, (THAT) HE DID NOT RISE FROM THE DEAD, <THOUGH> HE AROSE FROM THE DEAD. BUT ALL THE TRIBES AND ALL THE PEOPLES WILL SPEAK THE TRUTH WHO ARE RECEIVING FROM YOU YOURSELF, O MELCHIZEDEK, HOLY ONE, HIGH-PRIEST, THE PERFECT HOPE AND THE GIFTS OF LIFE. I AM GAMALIEL, WHO WAS SENT TO [...] THE CONGREGATION OF THE CHILDREN OF SETH, WHO ARE ABOVE THOUSANDS OF THOUSANDS, AND MYRIADS OF MYRIADS, OF THE AEONS [...] ESSENCE OF THE AEONS, ABA[...] AIAI ABABA. O DIVINE [...] OF THE [...] NATURE [...]! O MOTHER OF THE AEONS, BARBELO! O FIRST-BORN OF THE AEONS, SPLENDID DOXOMEDON DOM[...]! O GLORIOUS ONE, JESUS CHRIST! O CHIEF COMMANDERS OF THE LUMINARIES, YOU, POWERS ARMOZEL, OROIAEL, DAVEITHE, ELELETH, AND YOU MAN-OF-LIGHT, IMMORTAL AEON PIGERA-ADAMAS, AND YOU GOOD GOD OF THE BENEFICENT WORLDS, MIROCHEIROTHETOU, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD! THIS IS THE ONE WHOM I PROCLAIM, INASMUCH AS THERE HAS VISITED THE ONE WHO TRULY EXISTS, AMONG THOSE WHO EXIST [...] DO(ES) NOT EXIST, ABEL BARUCH - THAT YOU (SG.) MIGHT BE GIVEN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH [...], THAT HE IS FROM THE RACE OF THE HIGH-PRIEST, WHICH IS ABOVE THOUSANDS OF THOUSANDS, AND MYRIADS OF MYRIADS, OF THE AEONS. THE ADVERSE SPIRITS ARE IGNORANT OF HIM, AND (OF) THEIR (OWN) DESTRUCTION. NOT ONLY (THAT, BUT) I HAVE COME TO REVEAL TO YOU THE TRUTH, WHICH IS WITHIN THE BRETHREN. HE INCLUDED HIMSELF IN THE LIVING OFFERING, TOGETHER WITH YOUR OFFSPRING. HE OFFERED THEM UP AS AN OFFERING TO THE ALL. FOR IT IS NOT CATTLE THAT YOU WILL OFFER UP FOR SIN(S) OF UNBELIEF, AND FOR THE IGNORANCES, AND (FOR) ALL THE WICKED DEEDS WHICH THEY WILL DO [...]. AND THEY DO NOT REACH THE FATHER OF THE ALL [...] THE FAITH... (20 LINES UNRECOVERABLE). FOR THE WATERS WHICH ARE ABOVE [...] THAT RECEIVE BAPTISM [...]. BUT RECEIVE THAT BAPTISM WHICH IS WITH THE WATER WHICH [...], WHILE HE IS COMING... (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...BAPTISM AS THEY... (18 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...PRAY FOR THE OFFSPRING OF THE ARCHONS AND ALL THE ANGELS, TOGETHER WITH THE SEED <WHICH> FLOWED FORTH FROM THE FATHER OF THE ALL [...] THE ENTIRE [...] FROM [...] THERE WERE ENGENDERED THE GODS AND THE ANGELS, AND THE MEN [...] OUT OF THE SEED, ALL OF THE NATURES, THOSE IN THE HEAVENS AND THOSE UPON THE EARTH AND THOSE UNDER THE EARTH... (14 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...NATURE OF THE FEMALES [...], AMONG THOSE THAT ARE IN THE [...]. THEY WERE BOUND WITH [...] BUT THIS IS NOT (THE) TRUE ADAM NOR (THE) TRUE EVE. FOR WHEN THEY ATE OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, THEY TRAMPLED THE CHERUBIM AND THE SERAPHIM WITH THE FLAMING SWORD. THEY [...], WHICH WAS ADAM'S, [...] THE WORLD-RULERS, AND [...] THEM OUT [...] AFTER THEY HAD BROUGHT FORTH [...] OFFSPRING OF THE ARCHONS AND THEIR WORLDLY THINGS, THESE BELONGING TO... (13 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...LIGHT [...]. AND THE FEMALES AND THE MALES, THOSE WHO EXIST WITH [...] HIDDEN FROM EVERY NATURE, AND THEY WILL RENOUNCE THE ARCHONS [...] WHO RECEIVE FROM HIM THE [...]. FOR THEY ARE WORTHY OF [...] IMMORTAL, AND GREAT [...], AND GREAT [...], AND GREAT [...] SONS OF MEN [...] DISCIPLES [...] IMAGE, AND [...] FROM THE LIGHT [...] WHICH IS HOLY. FOR [...] FROM THE BEGINNING [...] A SEED... (LINES 13-EOP UNRECOVERABLE) BUT I WILL BE SILENT [...], FOR WE ARE THE BRETHREN WHO CAME DOWN FROM THE LIVING [...]. THEY WILL [...] UPON THE... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...OF ADAM, [...], ABEL, ENOCH, NOAH, [...] YOU, MELCHIZEDEK, THE PRIEST OF GOD MOST HIGH, [...] THOSE WHO [...] WOMEN... (LINES 14-EOP UNRECOVERABLE) ...THESE TWO WHO HAVE BEEN CHOSEN WILL AT NO TIME NOR IN ANY PLACE WILL THEY BE CONVICTED, WHENEVER THEY HAVE BEEN BEGOTTEN, BY THEIR ENEMIES, BY THEIR FRIENDS, NOR BY STRANGERS, NOR THEIR (OWN) KIN, (NOR) BY THE IMPIOUS, NOR THE PIOUS. ALL OF THE ADVERSE NATURES WILL [...] THEM, WHETHER THOSE THAT ARE MANIFEST, OR THOSE THAT ARE NOT MANIFEST, TOGETHER WITH THOSE THAT DWELL IN THE HEAVENS, AND THOSE THAT ARE UPON THE EARTH, AND THOSE THAT ARE UNDER THE EARTH. THEY WILL MAKE WAR [...] EVERY ONE. FOR [...], WHETHER IN THE ... (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...MANY... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) AND THESE IN THE [...] EVERY ONE WILL [...]. THESE WILL [...] WITH EVERY BLOW [...] WEAKNESSES. THESE WILL BE CONFINED IN OTHER FORMS, AND WILL BE PUNISHED. THESE THE SAVIOR WILL TAKE THEM AWAY, AND THEY WILL OVERCOME EVERYTHING, NOT WITH THEIR MOUTHS AND WORDS, BUT BY MEANS OF THE [...], WHICH WILL BE DONE FOR THEM. HE WILL DESTROY DEATH. THESE THINGS WHICH I WAS COMMANDED TO REVEAL, THESE THINGS REVEAL AS I (HAVE DONE). BUT THAT WHICH IS HIDDEN, DO NOT REVEAL TO ANYONE, UNLESS IT IS REVEALED TO YOU (TO DO SO)." AND IMMEDIATELY, I AROSE, I, MELCHIZEDEK, AND I BEGAN TO [...] GOD [...] THAT I SHOULD REJOICE... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...WHILE HE IS ACTING [...] LIVING [...] I SAID, "I... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...AND I WILL NOT CEASE, FROM NOW ON, FOREVER, O FATHER OF THE ALL, BECAUSE YOU HAVE HAD PITY ON MEN, AND YOU HAVE SENT THE ANGEL OF LIGHT [...] FROM YOUR AEONS [...] TO REVEAL [...]. WHEN HE CAME, HE CAUSED ME TO BE RAISED UP FROM IGNORANCE, AND (FROM) THE FRUCTIFICATION OF DEATH TO LIFE. FOR I HAVE A NAME: I AM MELCHIZEDEK, THE PRIEST OF GOD MOST HIGH; I KNOW THAT IT IS I WHO AM TRULY THE IMAGE OF THE TRUE HIGH-PRIEST OF GOD MOST HIGH, AND [...] THE WORLD. FOR IT IS NOT A SMALL THING THAT GOD [...] WITH [...] WHILE HE [...]. AND [...] THE ANGELS THAT DWELL UPON THE EARTH... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...IS THE SACRIFICE OF [...], WHOM DEATH DECEIVED. WHEN HE DIED, HE BOUND THEM WITH THE NATURES WHICH ARE LEADING THEM ASTRAY. YET HE OFFERED UP OFFERINGS [...] CATTLE, SAYING, "I GAVE THEM TO DEATH, AND THE ANGELS, AND THE [...] DEMONS [...] LIVING OFFERING [...]. I HAVE OFFERED UP MYSELF TO YOU AS AN OFFERING, TOGETHER WITH THOSE THAT ARE MINE, TO YOU YOURSELF, (O) FATHER OF THE ALL, AND THOSE WHOM YOU LOVE, WHO HAVE COME FORTH FROM YOU WHO ARE HOLY (AND) LIVING. AND <ACCORDING TO> THE PERFECT LAWS, I SHALL PRONOUNCE MY NAME AS I RECEIVE BAPTISM NOW (AND) FOREVER, (AS A NAME) AMONG THE LIVING (AND) HOLY NAMES, AND (NOW) IN THE WATERS. AMEN." HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, O FATHER OF THE ALL, WHO TRULY EXISTS, [...] DO(ES) NOT EXIST, ABEL BARUCH [...], FOR EVER AND EVER, AMEN. HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, MOTHER OF THE AEONS, BARBELO, FOR EVER AND EVER, AMEN. HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, FIRST-BORN OF THE AEONS, DOXOMEDON [...], FOR EVER AND EVER, AMEN. HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, ... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...FOR EVER AND EVER, AMEN. HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, ... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...FIRST AEON, HARMOZEL, FOR EVER AND EVER, AMEN. HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, COMMANDER, LUMINARY OF THE AEONS, ORIAEL, FOR EVER AND EVER, AMEN. HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, COMMANDER OF THE AEONS, MAN-OF-LIGHT, DAVEITHE, FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN. HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, ELELETH... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...THE AEONS... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...FOR EVER AND EVER, AMEN. HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, GOOD GOD OF THE BENEFICENT WORDS, ...MIROCHEIROTHETOU, FOR EVER AND EVER, AMEN. HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, HOLY ARE YOU, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE ALL, JESUS CHRIST, FOR EVER AND EVER AMEN ... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...BLESSED [...] CONFESSION. AND [...] CONFESS HIM [...] NOW [...], THEN IT BECOMES [...] FEAR AND [...], FEAR AND [...] DISTURB [...] SURROUNDING THEM [...], IN THE PLACE WHICH HAS A GREAT DARKNESS IN IT, AND MANY [...] APPEAR [...] THERE [...] APPEAR... (LINES 23-EOP UNRECOVERABLE) AND [...] THEY WERE CLOTHED WITH [...] ALL, AND... (6 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...DISTURBANCES. THEY GAVE [...] THEIR WORDS [...], AND THEY SAID TO ME, "[...], MELCHIZEDEK, PRIEST OF GOD MOST HIGH," [...] THEY SPOKE AS THOUGH [...] THEIR MOUTHS [...] IN THE ALL... (7 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...LEAD ASTRAY... (LINES 25-EOP UNRECOVERABLE) ...WITH HIS [...] WORSHIP, AND [...] FAITH, AND [...] HIS PRAYERS, AND... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...THOSE THAT ARE HIS [...] FIRST... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...THEY DID NOT CARE THAT THE PRIESTHOOD WHICH YOU PERFORM, WHICH IS FROM... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...IN THE COUNSELS OF [...] SATAN [...], THE SACRIFICE [...] HIS DOCTRINES... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...OF THIS AEON... (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...WHICH EXIST(S) IN [...], LEAD(S) ASTRAY... (LINES 27-EOP UNRECOVERABLE) ...AND SOME... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...HE GAVE THEM TO... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...AND THIRTEEN...  (LINES 7-EOP UNRECOVERABLE) ...THROW HIM [...], IN ORDER THAT YOU MIGHT... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...FOR IMMEDIATELY, [...], BY MEANS OF [...] ON THE GROUND. THE... (LINES 7-EOP UNRECOVERABLE) (PP.23-24 OF THE CODEX ARE ALMOST COMPLETELY MISSING) ...MEN. AND [...] YOU (PL.) STRUCK ME, [...] YOU THREW ME, [...] CORPSE. AND YOU CRUCIFIED ME FROM THE THIRD HOUR OF THE SABBATH-EVE UNTIL THE NINTH HOUR. AND AFTER THESE THINGS, I AROSE FROM THE DEAD, [...] CAME OUT OF [...] INTO ME, [...] MY EYES SAW [...], THEY DID NOT FIND ANYONE... (LINES 13-EOP UNRECOVERABLE) ...GREETED ME [...]. THEY SAID TO ME, "BE STRONG, O MELCHIZEDEK, GREAT HIGH-PRIEST OF GOD MOST HIGH, FOR THE ARCHONS, WHO ARE YOUR ENEMIES, MADE WAR; (BUT) YOU HAVE PREVAILED OVER THEM, AND THEY DID NOT PREVAIL OVER YOU, AND YOU ENDURED, AND YOU DESTROYED YOUR ENEMIES. [...] OF THEIR [...] WILL REST IN ANY [...] WHICH IS LIVING (AND) HOLY [...] THOSE THAT EXALTED THEMSELVES AGAINST HIM IN [...] FLESH... (LINES 15-EOP UNRECOVERABLE) "...WITH OFFERINGS, WORKING ON THAT WHICH IS GOOD, FASTING WITH FASTS. THESE REVELATIONS, DO NOT REVEAL TO ANYONE IN THE FLESH, SINCE THEY ARE INCORPOREAL, UNLESS IT IS REVEALED TO YOU (TO DO SO)." WHEN THE BRETHREN WHO BELONG TO THE GENERATIONS OF LIFE HAD SAID THESE THINGS, THEY WERE TAKEN UP TO (THE REGIONS) ABOVE ALL THE HEAVENS. AMEN.  
ON THE ANOINTING
[....] ACCORDING TO [....] THE TYPE OF [...] SEE HIM. IT IS FITTING FOR YOU AT THIS TIME TO SEND THY SON JESUS CHRIST AND ANOINT US SO WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO TRAMPLE UPON THE SNAKES AND THE HEADS OF THE SCORPIONS AND ALL THE POWER OF THE DEVIL SINCE HE IS A SHEPHERD OF THE SEED. THROUGH HIM WE HAVE KNOWN THEE. AND WE GLORIFY THEE: GLORY BE TO THEE, THE FATHER IN THE SON, THE FATHER IN THE SON, THE FATHER IN THE HOLY CHURCH AND IN THE HOLY ANGELS! FROM NOW HE ABIDES FOREVER IN THE PERPETUITY OF THE AEONS, FOREVER UNTIL THE UNTRACEABLE AEONS OF THE AEONS. AMEN.  
ON THE BAPTISM
THIS IS THE FULLNESS OF THE SUMMARY OF KNOWLEDGE WHICH SUMMARY WAS REVEALED TO US BY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE MONOGENES. THESE ARE THE SURE AND NECESSARY ITEMS SO THAT WE MAY WALK IN THEM. BUT THEY ARE THOSE OF THE FIRST BAPTISM [...THE FIRST] BAPTISM IS THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS [...] SAID, [...] YOU TO THE [...] YOUR SINS THE [...] IS A PATTERN OF THE [...] OF THE CHRIST WHICH IS THE EQUAL OF THE […WITHIN] HIM [...]. FOR THE [...] OF JESUS [...]. MOREOVER, THE FIRST BAPTISM IS THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. WE ARE BROUGHT FROM THOSE OF THE RIGHT, THAT IS, INTO THE IMPERISHABILITY WHICH IS THE JORDAN. BUT THAT PLACE IS OF THE WORLD. SO, WE HAVE BEEN SENT OUT OF THE WORLD INTO THE AEON. FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF JOHN IS THE AEON, WHILE THE INTERPRETATION OF THAT WHICH IS THE UPWARD PROGRESSION, THAT IS, OUR EXODUS FROM THE WORLD INTO THE AEON.  
ON THE BAPTISM
...FROM THE WORLD INTO THE JORDAN AND FROM THE BLINDNESS OF THE WORLD INTO THE SIGHT OF GOD, FROM THE CARNAL INTO THE SPIRITUAL, FROM THE PHYSICAL INTO THE ANGELIC, FROM THE CREATED INTO THE PLEROMA, FROM THE WORLD INTO THE AEON, FROM THE SERVITUDES INTO SONSHIP, FROM ENTANGLEMENTS INTO ONE ANOTHER, FROM THE DESERT INTO OUR VILLAGE, FROM THE COLD INTO THE HOT, FROM [...] INTO A [...] AND WE [...] INTO THE [....THUS] WE WERE BROUGHT FROM SEMINAL BODIES INTO BODIES WITH A PERFECT FORM. INDEED, I ENTERED BY WAY OF EXAMPLE THE REMNANT FOR WHICH THE CHRIST RESCUED US IN THE FELLOWSHIP OF HIS SPIRIT. AND HE BROUGHT US FORTH WHO ARE IN HIM, AND FROM NOW ON THE SOULS WILL BECOME PERFECT SPIRITS. NOW THE THINGS GRANTED US BY THE FIRST [INITIAL WATER] BAPTISM [...INVISIBLE...WHICH] IS HIS, SINCE...SPEAK ABOUT....  
ON THE EUCHARIST (A)
WE GIVE THANKS TO YOU AND WE CELEBRATE THE EUCHARIST, O FATHER, REMEMBERING FOR THE SAKE OF THY SON, JESUS CHRIST THAT THEY COME FORTH [...] INVISIBLE [...] THY [SON...] HIS [LOVE...] TO [KNOWLEDGE...] THEY ARE DOING THY WILL THROUGH THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST AND WILL DO THY WILL NOW AND ALWAYS. THEY ARE COMPLETE IN EVERY SPIRITUAL GIFT AND EVERY PURITY. GLORY BE TO THEE THROUGH THY SON AND THEY OFFSPRING JESUS CHRIST FROM NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.  
ON THE EUCHARIST (B)
[...] IN THE [...] THE WORD OF THE...THE HOLY ONE IT IS [...] FOOD AND [DRINK...] SON, SINCE YOU [...] FOOD OF THE [...] TO US THE [...] IN THE [LIFE...] HE DOES [NOT BOAST...] THAT IS[...] CHURCH [...] YOU ARE PURE [...] THOU ART THE LORD. WHENEVER YOU DIE PURELY, YOU WILL BE PURE SO AS TO HAVE HIM [...] EVERYONE WHO WILL GUIDE HIM TO FOOD AND DRINK. GLORY BE TO THEE FOREVER. AMEN.  
ON THE ORIGIN OF THE WORLD ("THE UNTITLED TEXT")
SEEING THAT EVERYBODY, GODS OF THE WORLD AND MANKIND, SAYS THAT NOTHING EXISTED PRIOR TO CHAOS, I, IN DISTINCTION TO THEM, SHALL DEMONSTRATE THAT THEY ARE ALL MISTAKEN, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT ACQUAINTED WITH THE ORIGIN OF CHAOS, NOR WITH ITS ROOT. HERE IS THE DEMONSTRATION. HOW WELL IT SUITS ALL MEN, ON THE SUBJECT OF CHAOS, TO SAY THAT IT IS A KIND OF DARKNESS! BUT IN FACT, IT COMES FROM A SHADOW, WHICH HAS BEEN CALLED BY THE NAME 'DARKNESS'. AND THE SHADOW COMES FROM A PRODUCT THAT HAS EXISTED SINCE THE BEGINNING. IT IS, MOREOVER, CLEAR THAT IT EXISTED BEFORE CHAOS CAME INTO BEING, AND THAT THE LATTER IS POSTERIOR TO THE FIRST PRODUCT. LET US THEREFORE CONCERN OURSELVES WITH THE FACTS OF THE MATTER; AND FURTHERMORE, WITH THE FIRST PRODUCT, FROM WHICH CHAOS WAS PROJECTED. AND IN THIS WAY THE TRUTH WILL BE CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED. AFTER THE NATURAL STRUCTURE OF THE IMMORTAL BEINGS HAD COMPLETELY DEVELOPED OUT OF THE INFINITE, A LIKENESS THEN EMANATED FROM PISTIS (FAITH); IT IS CALLED SOPHIA (WISDOM). IT EXERCISED VOLITION AND BECAME A PRODUCT RESEMBLING THE PRIMEVAL LIGHT. AND IMMEDIATELY HER WILL MANIFESTED ITSELF AS A LIKENESS OF HEAVEN, HAVING AN UNIMAGINABLE MAGNITUDE; IT WAS BETWEEN THE IMMORTAL BEINGS AND THOSE THINGS THAT CAME INTO BEING AFTER THEM, LIKE [...]: SHE (SOPHIA) FUNCTIONED AS A VEIL DIVIDING MANKIND FROM THE THINGS ABOVE. NOW THE ETERNAL REALM (AEON) OF TRUTH HAS NO SHADOW OUTSIDE IT, FOR THE LIMITLESS LIGHT IS EVERYWHERE WITHIN IT. BUT ITS EXTERIOR IS SHADOW, WHICH HAS BEEN CALLED BY THE NAME 'DARKNESS'. FROM IT, THERE APPEARED A FORCE, PRESIDING OVER THE DARKNESS. AND THE FORCES THAT CAME INTO BEING SUBSEQUENT TO THEM CALLED THE SHADOW 'THE LIMITLESS CHAOS'. FROM IT, EVERY KIND OF DIVINITY SPROUTED UP [...] TOGETHER WITH THE ENTIRE PLACE, SO THAT ALSO, SHADOW IS POSTERIOR TO THE FIRST PRODUCT. IT WAS <IN> THE ABYSS THAT IT (SHADOW) APPEARED, DERIVING FROM THE AFOREMENTIONED PISTIS. THEN SHADOW PERCEIVED THERE WAS SOMETHING MIGHTIER THAN IT, AND FELT ENVY; AND WHEN IT HAD BECOME PREGNANT OF ITS OWN ACCORD, SUDDENLY IT, ENGENDERED JEALOUSY. SINCE THAT DAY, THE PRINCIPLE OF JEALOUSY AMONGST ALL THE ETERNAL REALMS AND THEIR WORLDS HAS BEEN APPARENT. NOW AS FOR THAT JEALOUSY, IT WAS FOUND TO BE AN ABORTION WITHOUT ANY SPIRIT IN IT. LIKE A SHADOW, IT CAME INTO EXISTENCE IN A VAST WATERY SUBSTANCE. THEN THE BILE THAT HAD COME INTO BEING OUT OF THE SHADOW WAS THROWN INTO A PART OF CHAOS. SINCE THAT DAY, A WATERY SUBSTANCE HAS BEEN APPARENT. AND WHAT SANK WITHIN IT FLOWED AWAY, BEING VISIBLE IN CHAOS: AS WITH A WOMAN GIVING BIRTH TO A CHILD - ALL HER SUPERFLUITIES FLOW OUT; JUST SO, MATTER CAME INTO BEING OUT OF SHADOW, AND WAS PROJECTED APART. AND IT DID NOT DEPART FROM CHAOS; RATHER, MATTER WAS IN CHAOS, BEING IN A PART OF IT. AND WHEN THESE THINGS HAD COME TO PASS, THEN PISTIS CAME AND APPEARED OVER THE MATTER OF CHAOS, WHICH HAD BEEN EXPELLED LIKE AN ABORTED FETUS - SINCE THERE WAS NO SPIRIT IN IT. FOR ALL OF IT (CHAOS) WAS LIMITLESS DARKNESS AND BOTTOMLESS WATER. NOW WHEN PISTIS SAW WHAT HAD RESULTED FROM HER DEFECT, SHE BECAME DISTURBED. AND THE DISTURBANCE APPEARED, AS A FEARFUL PRODUCT; IT RUSHED TO HER IN THE CHAOS. SHE TURNED TO IT AND BLEW INTO ITS FACE IN THE ABYSS, WHICH IS BELOW ALL THE HEAVENS. AND WHEN PISTIS SOPHIA DESIRED TO CAUSE THE THING THAT HAD NO SPIRIT TO BE FORMED INTO A LIKENESS AND TO RULE OVER MATTER AND OVER ALL HER FORCES, THERE APPEARED FOR THE FIRST TIME A RULER, OUT OF THE WATERS, LION-LIKE IN APPEARANCE, ANDROGYNOUS, HAVING GREAT AUTHORITY WITHIN HIM, AND IGNORANT OF WHENCE HE HAD COME INTO BEING. NOW WHEN PISTIS SOPHIA SAW HIM MOVING ABOUT IN THE DEPTH OF THE WATERS, SHE SAID TO HIM, "CHILD, PASS THROUGH TO HERE," WHOSE EQUIVALENT IS 'YALDABAOTH'. SINCE THAT DAY, THERE APPEARED THE PRINCIPLE OF VERBAL EXPRESSION, WHICH REACHED THE GODS AND THE ANGELS AND MANKIND. AND WHAT CAME INTO BEING AS A RESULT OF VERBAL EXPRESSION, THE GODS AND THE ANGELS AND MANKIND FINISHED. NOW AS FOR THE RULER YALTABAOTH, HE IS IGNORANT OF THE FORCE OF PISTIS: HE DID NOT SEE HER FACE, RATHER HE SAW IN THE WATER THE LIKENESS THAT SPOKE WITH HIM. AND BECAUSE OF THAT VOICE, HE CALLED HIMSELF 'YALDABAOTH'. BUT 'ARIAEL' IS WHAT THE PERFECT CALL HIM, FOR HE WAS LIKE A LION. NOW WHEN HE HAD COME TO HAVE AUTHORITY OVER MATTER, PISTIS SOPHIA WITHDREW UP TO HER LIGHT. WHEN THE RULER SAW HIS MAGNITUDE - AND IT WAS ONLY HIMSELF THAT HE SAW: HE SAW NOTHING ELSE, EXCEPT FOR WATER AND DARKNESS - THEN HE SUPPOSED THAT IT WAS HE ALONE WHO EXISTED. HIS [...] WAS COMPLETED BY VERBAL EXPRESSION: IT APPEARED AS A SPIRIT MOVING TO AND FRO UPON THE WATERS. AND WHEN THAT SPIRIT APPEARED, THE RULER SET APART THE WATERY SUBSTANCE. AND WHAT WAS DRY WAS DIVIDED INTO ANOTHER PLACE. AND FROM MATTER, HE MADE FOR HIMSELF AN ABODE, AND HE CALLED IT 'HEAVEN'. AND FROM MATTER, THE RULER MADE A FOOTSTOOL, AND HE CALLED IT 'EARTH'. NEXT, THE RULER HAD A THOUGHT - CONSISTENT WITH HIS NATURE - AND BY MEANS OF VERBAL EXPRESSION HE CREATED AN ANDROGYNE. HE OPENED HIS MOUTH AND COOED TO HIM. WHEN HIS EYES HAD BEEN OPENED, HE LOOKED AT HIS FATHER, AND HE SAID TO HIM, "EEE!" THEN HIS FATHER CALLED HIM EEE-A-O ('YAO'). NEXT, HE CREATED THE SECOND SON. HE COOED TO HIM. AND HE OPENED HIS EYES AND SAID TO HIS FATHER, "EH!" HIS FATHER CALLED HIM 'ELOAI'. NEXT, HE CREATED THE THIRD SON. HE COOED TO HIM. AND HE OPENED HIS EYES AND SAID TO HIS FATHER, "ASSS!" HIS FATHER CALLED HIM 'ASTAPHAIOS'. THESE ARE THE THREE SONS OF THEIR FATHER. SEVEN APPEARED IN CHAOS, ANDROGYNOUS. THEY HAVE THEIR MASCULINE NAMES AND THEIR FEMININE NAMES. THE FEMININE NAME IS PRONOIA (FORETHOUGHT) SAMBATHAS, WHICH IS 'WEEK'. AND HIS SON IS CALLED YAO: HIS FEMININE NAME IS LORDSHIP.  SABAOTH: HIS FEMININE NAME IS DEITY. ADONAIOS: HIS FEMININE NAME IS KINGSHIP.  ELAIOS: HIS FEMININE NAME IS JEALOUSY. ORAIOS: HIS FEMININE NAME IS WEALTH. AND ASTAPHAIOS: HIS FEMININE NAME IS SOPHIA (WISDOM).  THESE ARE THE SEVEN FORCES OF THE SEVEN HEAVENS OF CHAOS. AND THEY WERE BORN ANDROGYNOUS, CONSISTENT WITH THE IMMORTAL PATTERN THAT EXISTED BEFORE THEM, ACCORDING TO THE WISH OF PISTIS: SO THAT THE LIKENESS OF WHAT HAD EXISTED SINCE THE BEGINNING MIGHT REIGN TO THE END. YOU WILL FIND THE EFFECT OF THESE NAMES AND THE FORCE OF THE MALE ENTITIES IN THE ARCHANGELIC (BOOK) OF THE PROPHET MOSES, AND THE NAMES OF THE FEMALE ENTITIES IN THE FIRST BOOK OF NORAIA. NOW THE PRIME PARENT YALDABAOTH, SINCE HE POSSESSED GREAT AUTHORITIES, CREATED HEAVENS FOR EACH OF HIS OFFSPRING THROUGH VERBAL EXPRESSION - CREATED THEM BEAUTIFUL, AS DWELLING PLACES - AND IN EACH HEAVEN HE CREATED GREAT GLORIES, SEVEN TIMES EXCELLENT. THRONES AND MANSIONS AND TEMPLES, AND ALSO CHARIOTS AND VIRGIN SPIRITS UP TO AN INVISIBLE ONE AND THEIR GLORIES, EACH ONE HAS THESE IN HIS HEAVEN; MIGHTY ARMIES OF GODS AND LORDS AND ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS - COUNTLESS MYRIADS - SO THAT THEY MIGHT SERVE. THE ACCOUNT OF THESE MATTERS YOU WILL FIND IN A PRECISE MANNER IN THE FIRST ACCOUNT OF ORAIA. AND THEY WERE COMPLETED FROM THIS HEAVEN TO AS FAR UP AS THE SIXTH HEAVEN, NAMELY THAT OF SOPHIA. THE HEAVEN AND HIS EARTH WERE DESTROYED BY THE TROUBLEMAKER THAT WAS BELOW THEM ALL. AND THE SIX HEAVENS SHOOK VIOLENTLY; FOR THE FORCES OF CHAOS KNEW WHO IT WAS THAT HAD DESTROYED THE HEAVEN THAT WAS BELOW THEM. AND WHEN PISTIS KNEW ABOUT THE BREAKAGE RESULTING FROM THE DISTURBANCE, SHE SENT FORTH HER BREATH AND BOUND HIM AND CAST HIM DOWN INTO TARTAROS. SINCE THAT DAY, THE HEAVEN, ALONG WITH ITS EARTH, HAS CONSOLIDATED ITSELF THROUGH SOPHIA THE DAUGHTER OF YALDABAOTH, SHE WHO IS BELOW THEM ALL. NOW WHEN THE HEAVENS HAD CONSOLIDATED THEMSELVES ALONG WITH THEIR FORCES AND ALL THEIR ADMINISTRATION, THE PRIME PARENT BECAME INSOLENT. AND HE WAS HONORED BY ALL THE ARMY OF ANGELS. AND ALL THE GODS AND THEIR ANGELS GAVE BLESSING AND HONOR TO HIM. AND FOR HIS PART, HE WAS DELIGHTED AND CONTINUALLY BOASTED, SAYING TO THEM, "I HAVE NO NEED OF ANYONE." HE SAID, "IT IS I WHO AM GOD, AND THERE IS NO OTHER ONE THAT EXISTS APART FROM ME." AND WHEN HE SAID THIS, HE SINNED AGAINST ALL THE IMMORTAL BEINGS WHO GIVE ANSWER. AND THEY LAID IT TO HIS CHARGE. THEN WHEN PISTIS SAW THE IMPIETY OF THE CHIEF RULER, SHE WAS FILLED WITH ANGER. SHE WAS INVISIBLE. SHE SAID, "YOU ARE MISTAKEN, SAMAEL," (THAT IS, "BLIND GOD"). "THERE IS AN IMMORTAL MAN OF LIGHT WHO HAS BEEN IN EXISTENCE BEFORE YOU, AND WHO WILL APPEAR AMONG YOUR MODELLED FORMS; HE WILL TRAMPLE YOU TO SCORN, JUST AS POTTER'S CLAY IS POUNDED. AND YOU WILL DESCEND TO YOUR MOTHER, THE ABYSS, ALONG WITH THOSE THAT BELONG TO YOU. FOR AT THE CONSUMMATION OF YOUR (PL.) WORKS, THE ENTIRE DEFECT THAT HAS BECOME VISIBLE OUT OF THE TRUTH WILL BE ABOLISHED, AND IT WILL CEASE TO BE, AND WILL BE LIKE WHAT HAS NEVER BEEN." SAYING THIS, PISTIS REVEALED HER LIKENESS OF HER GREATNESS IN THE WATERS. AND SO, DOING, SHE WITHDREW UP TO HER LIGHT. NOW WHEN SABAOTH, THE SON OF YALDABAOTH, HEARD THE VOICE OF PISTIS, HE SANG PRAISES TO HER, AND HE CONDEMNED THE FATHER [...] AT THE WORD OF PISTIS; AND HE PRAISED HER BECAUSE SHE HAD INSTRUCTED THEM ABOUT THE IMMORTAL MAN AND HIS LIGHT. THEN PISTIS SOPHIA STRETCHED OUT HER FINGER AND POURED UPON HIM SOME LIGHT FROM HER LIGHT, TO BE A CONDEMNATION OF HIS FATHER. THEN WHEN SABAOTH WAS ILLUMINED, HE RECEIVED GREAT AUTHORITY AGAINST ALL THE FORCES OF CHAOS. SINCE THAT DAY HE HAS BEEN CALLED "LORD OF THE FORCES." HE HATED HIS FATHER, THE DARKNESS, AND HIS MOTHER, THE ABYSS, AND LOATHED HIS SISTER, THE THOUGHT OF THE PRIME PARENT, WHICH MOVED TO AND FRO UPON THE WATERS. AND BECAUSE OF HIS LIGHT, ALL THE AUTHORITIES OF CHAOS WERE JEALOUS OF HIM. AND WHEN THEY HAD BECOME DISTURBED, THEY MADE A GREAT WAR IN THE SEVEN HEAVENS. THEN WHEN PISTIS SOPHIA HAD SEEN THE WAR, SHE DISPATCHED SEVEN ARCHANGELS TO SABAOTH FROM HER LIGHT. THEY SNATCHED HIM UP TO THE SEVENTH HEAVEN. THEY STOOD BEFORE HIM AS ATTENDANTS. FURTHERMORE, SHE SENT HIM THREE MORE ARCHANGELS, AND ESTABLISHED THE KINGDOM FOR HIM OVER EVERYONE, SO THAT HE MIGHT DWELL ABOVE THE TWELVE GODS OF CHAOS. NOW WHEN SABAOTH HAD TAKEN UP THE PLACE OF REPOSE IN RETURN FOR HIS REPENTANCE, PISTIS ALSO GAVE HIM HER DAUGHTER ZOE (LIFE), TOGETHER WITH GREAT AUTHORITY, SO THAT SHE MIGHT INSTRUCT HIM ABOUT ALL THINGS THAT EXIST IN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN. AND AS HE HAD AUTHORITY, HE MADE HIMSELF FIRST OF ALL A MANSION. IT IS HUGE, MAGNIFICENT, SEVEN TIMES AS GREAT AS ALL THOSE THAT EXIST IN THE SEVEN HEAVENS. AND BEFORE HIS MANSION HE CREATED A THRONE, WHICH WAS HUGE AND WAS UPON A FOUR-FACED CHARIOT CALLED "CHERUBIN." NOW THE CHERUBIN HAS EIGHT SHAPES PER EACH OF THE FOUR CORNERS, LION FORMS AND CALF FORMS AND HUMAN FORMS AND EAGLE FORMS, SO THAT ALL THE FORMS AMOUNT TO SIXTY-FOUR FORMS - AND SEVEN ARCHANGELS THAT STAND BEFORE IT; HE IS THE EIGHTH, AND HAS AUTHORITY. ALL THE FORMS AMOUNT TO SEVENTY-TWO. FURTHERMORE, FROM THIS CHARIOT THE SEVENTY-TWO GODS TOOK SHAPE; THEY TOOK SHAPE SO THAT THEY MIGHT RULE OVER THE SEVENTY-TWO LANGUAGES OF THE PEOPLES. AND BY THAT THRONE HE CREATED OTHER, SERPENT-LIKE ANGELS, CALLED "SERAPHIN", WHICH PRAISE HIM AT ALL TIMES. THEREAFTER HE CREATED A CONGREGATION OF ANGELS, THOUSANDS AND MYRIADS, NUMBERLESS, WHICH RESEMBLED THE CONGREGATION IN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN; AND A FIRSTBORN CALLED ISRAEL - WHICH IS, "THE MAN THAT SEES GOD"; AND ANOTHER BEING, CALLED JESUS CHRIST, WHO RESEMBLES THE SAVIOR ABOVE IN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN, AND WHO SITS AT HIS RIGHT UPON A REVERED THRONE. AND AT HIS LEFT, THERE SITS THE VIRGIN OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, UPON A THRONE AND GLORIFYING HIM. AND THE SEVEN VIRGINS STAND BEFORE HER, [...] POSSESSING THIRTY HARPS, AND PSALTERIES AND TRUMPETS, GLORIFYING HIM. AND ALL THE ARMIES OF THE ANGELS GLORIFY HIM, AND THEY BLESS HIM. NOW WHERE HE SITS IS UPON A THRONE OF LIGHT <WITHIN A> GREAT CLOUD THAT COVERS HIM. AND THERE WAS NO ONE WITH HIM IN THE CLOUD EXCEPT SOPHIA <THE DAUGHTER OF> PISTIS, INSTRUCTING HIM ABOUT ALL THE THINGS THAT EXIST IN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN, SO THAT THE LIKENESSES OF THOSE THINGS MIGHT BE CREATED, IN ORDER THAT HIS REIGN MIGHT ENDURE UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE HEAVENS OF CHAOS AND THEIR FORCES. NOW PISTIS SOPHIA SET HIM APART FROM THE DARKNESS AND SUMMONED HIM TO HER RIGHT, AND THE PRIME PARENT SHE PUT AT HER LEFT. SINCE THAT DAY, RIGHT HAS BEEN CALLED JUSTICE, AND LEFT CALLED WICKEDNESS. NOW BECAUSE OF THIS, THEY ALL RECEIVED A REALM IN THE CONGREGATION OF JUSTICE AND WICKEDNESS, [...] STAND [...] UPON A CREATURE [...] ALL. THUS, WHEN THE PRIME PARENT OF CHAOS SAW HIS SON SABAOTH AND THE GLORY THAT HE WAS IN, AND PERCEIVED THAT HE WAS GREATEST OF ALL THE AUTHORITIES OF CHAOS, HE ENVIED HIM. AND HAVING BECOME WRATHFUL, HE ENGENDERED DEATH OUT OF HIS DEATH: AND HE (VIZ., DEATH) WAS ESTABLISHED OVER THE SIXTH HEAVEN, <FOR> SABAOTH HAD BEEN SNATCHED UP FROM THERE. AND THUS, THE NUMBER OF THE SIX AUTHORITIES OF CHAOS WAS ACHIEVED. THEN DEATH, BEING ANDROGYNOUS, MINGLED WITH HIS (OWN) NATURE AND BEGOT SEVEN ANDROGYNOUS OFFSPRING. THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE MALE ONES: JEALOUSY, WRATH, TEARS, SIGHING, SUFFERING, LAMENTATION, BITTER WEEPING. AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE FEMALE ONES: WRATH, PAIN, LUST, SIGHING, CURSE, BITTERNESS, QUARRELSOMENESS. THEY HAD INTERCOURSE WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND EACH ONE BEGOT SEVEN, SO THAT THEY AMOUNT TO FORTY-NINE ANDROGYNOUS DEMONS. THEIR NAMES AND THEIR EFFECTS YOU WILL FIND IN THE BOOK OF SOLOMON. AND IN THE PRESENCE OF THESE, ZOE, WHO WAS WITH SABAOTH, CREATED SEVEN GOOD ANDROGYNOUS FORCES. THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE MALE ONES: THE UNENVIOUS, THE BLESSED, THE JOYFUL, THE TRUE, THE UNBEGRUDGING, THE BELOVED, THE TRUSTWORTHY. ALSO, AS REGARDS THE FEMALE ONES, THESE ARE THEIR NAMES: PEACE, GLADNESS, REJOICING, BLESSEDNESS, TRUTH, LOVE, FAITH (PISTIS). AND FROM THESE ARE MANY GOOD AND INNOCENT SPIRITS. THEIR INFLUENCES AND THEIR EFFECTS YOU WILL FIND IN THE CONFIGURATIONS OF THE FATE OF HEAVEN THAT IS BENEATH THE TWELVE. AND HAVING SEEN THE LIKENESS OF PISTIS IN THE WATERS, THE PRIME PARENT GRIEVED VERY MUCH, ESPECIALLY WHEN HE HEARD HER VOICE, LIKE THE FIRST VOICE THAT HAD CALLED TO HIM OUT OF THE WATERS. AND WHEN HE KNEW THAT IT, WAS SHE WHO HAD GIVEN A NAME TO HIM, HE SIGHED. HE WAS ASHAMED ON ACCOUNT OF HIS TRANSGRESSION. AND WHEN HE HAD COME TO KNOW IN TRUTH THAT AN IMMORTAL MAN OF LIGHT HAD BEEN EXISTING BEFORE HIM, HE WAS GREATLY DISTURBED; FOR HE HAD PREVIOUSLY SAID TO ALL THE GODS AND THEIR ANGELS, "IT IS I WHO AM GOD. NO OTHER ONE EXISTS APART FROM ME [THIS IS THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP]." FOR HE HAD BEEN AFRAID THEY MIGHT KNOW THAT ANOTHER HAD BEEN IN EXISTENCE BEFORE HIM, AND MIGHT CONDEMN HIM. BUT HE, BEING DEVOID OF UNDERSTANDING, SCOFFED AT THE CONDEMNATION AND ACTED RECKLESSLY. HE SAID, "IF ANYTHING HAS EXISTED BEFORE ME, LET IT APPEAR, SO THAT WE MAY SEE ITS LIGHT." AND IMMEDIATELY, BEHOLD! LIGHT CAME OUT OF THE EIGHTH HEAVEN ABOVE AND PASSED THROUGH ALL OF THE HEAVENS OF THE EARTH. WHEN THE PRIME PARENT SAW THAT THE LIGHT WAS BEAUTIFUL AS IT RADIATED, HE WAS AMAZED. AND HE WAS GREATLY ASHAMED. AS THAT LIGHT APPEARED, A HUMAN LIKENESS APPEARED WITHIN IT, VERY WONDERFUL. AND NO ONE SAW IT EXCEPT FOR THE PRIME PARENT AND PRONOIA, WHO WAS WITH HIM. YET ITS LIGHT APPEARED TO ALL THE FORCES OF THE HEAVENS. BECAUSE OF THIS THEY WERE ALL TROUBLED BY IT. THEN WHEN PRONOIA SAW THAT EMISSARY, SHE BECAME ENAMORED OF HIM. BUT HE HATED HER BECAUSE SHE WAS ON THE DARKNESS. BUT SHE DESIRED TO EMBRACE HIM, AND SHE WAS NOT ABLE TO. WHEN SHE WAS UNABLE TO ASSUAGE HER LOVE, SHE POURED OUT HER LIGHT UPON THE EARTH. SINCE THAT DAY, THAT EMISSARY HAS BEEN CALLED "ADAM OF LIGHT," WHOSE RENDERING IS "THE LUMINOUS MAN OF BLOOD," AND THE EARTH SPREAD OVER HIM, HOLY ADAMAN, WHOSE RENDERING IS "THE HOLY LAND OF ADAMANTINE." SINCE THAT DAY, ALL THE AUTHORITIES HAVE HONORED THE BLOOD OF THE VIRGIN. AND THE EARTH WAS PURIFIED ON ACCOUNT OF THE BLOOD OF THE VIRGIN. BUT MOST OF ALL, THE WATER WAS PURIFIED THROUGH THE LIKENESS OF PISTIS SOPHIA, WHO HAD APPEARED TO THE PRIME PARENT IN THE WATERS. JUSTLY, THEN, IT HAS BEEN SAID: "THROUGH THE WATERS." THE HOLY WATER, SINCE IT VIVIFIES THE ALL, PURIFIES IT. OUT OF THAT FIRST BLOOD EROS APPEARED, BEING ANDROGYNOUS. HIS MASCULINITY IS HIMIRERIS, BEING FIRE FROM THE LIGHT. HIS FEMININITY THAT IS WITH HIM - A SOUL OF BLOOD - IS FROM THE STUFF OF PRONOIA. HE IS VERY LOVELY IN HIS BEAUTY, HAVING A CHARM BEYOND ALL THE CREATURES OF CHAOS. THEN ALL THE GODS AND THEIR ANGELS, WHEN THEY BEHELD EROS, BECAME ENAMORED OF HIM. AND APPEARING IN ALL OF THEM, HE SET THEM AFIRE: JUST AS FROM A SINGLE LAMP MANY LAMPS ARE LIT, AND ONE AND THE SAME LIGHT IS THERE, BUT THE LAMP IS NOT DIMINISHED. AND IN THIS WAY, EROS BECAME DISPERSED IN ALL THE CREATED BEINGS OF CHAOS, AND WAS NOT DIMINISHED. JUST AS FROM THE MIDPOINT OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS EROS APPEARED AND AT THE MIDPOINT OF THE ANGELS AND MANKIND THE SEXUAL UNION OF EROS WAS CONSUMMATED, SO OUT OF THE EARTH THE PRIMAL PLEASURE BLOSSOMED. THE WOMAN FOLLOWED EARTH. AND MARRIAGE FOLLOWED WOMAN. BIRTH FOLLOWED MARRIAGE. DISSOLUTION FOLLOWED BIRTH. AFTER THAT EROS, THE GRAPEVINE SPROUTED UP OUT OF THAT BLOOD, WHICH HAD BEEN SHED OVER THE EARTH. BECAUSE OF THIS, THOSE WHO DRINK OF IT CONCEIVE THE DESIRE OF SEXUAL UNION. AFTER THE GRAPEVINE, A FIG TREE AND A POMEGRANATE TREE SPROUTED UP FROM THE EARTH, TOGETHER WITH THE REST OF THE TREES, ALL SPECIES, HAVING WITH THEM THEIR SEED FROM THE SEED OF THE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS. THEN JUSTICE CREATED PARADISE, BEING BEAUTIFUL AND BEING OUTSIDE THE ORBIT OF THE MOON AND THE ORBIT OF THE SUN IN THE LAND OF WANTONNESS, IN THE EAST IN THE MIDST OF THE STONES. AND DESIRE IS IN THE MIDST OF THE BEAUTIFUL, APPETIZING TREES. AND THE TREE OF ETERNAL LIFE IS AS IT APPEARED BY GOD'S WILL, TO THE NORTH OF PARADISE, SO THAT IT MIGHT MAKE ETERNAL THE SOULS OF THE PURE, WHO SHALL COME FORTH FROM THE MODELLED FORMS OF POVERTY AT THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE. NOW THE COLOR OF THE TREE OF LIFE IS LIKE THE SUN. AND ITS BRANCHES ARE BEAUTIFUL. ITS LEAVES ARE LIKE THOSE OF THE CYPRESS. ITS FRUIT IS LIKE A BUNCH OF GRAPES WHEN IT IS WHITE. ITS HEIGHT GOES AS FAR AS HEAVEN. AND NEXT TO IT (IS) THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS), HAVING THE STRENGTH OF GOD. ITS GLORY IS LIKE THE MOON WHEN FULLY RADIANT. AND ITS BRANCHES ARE BEAUTIFUL. ITS LEAVES ARE LIKE FIG LEAVES. ITS FRUIT IS LIKE A GOOD APPETIZING DATE. AND THIS TREE IS TO THE NORTH OF PARADISE, SO THAT IT MIGHT AROUSE THE SOULS FROM THE TORPOR OF THE DEMONS, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT APPROACH THE TREE OF LIFE AND EAT OF ITS FRUIT, AND SO CONDEMN THE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS. THE EFFECT OF THIS TREE IS DESCRIBED IN THE SACRED BOOK, TO WIT: "IT IS YOU WHO ARE THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS IN PARADISE, FROM WHICH THE FIRST MAN ATE AND WHICH OPENED HIS MIND; AND HE LOVED HIS FEMALE COUNTERPART AND CONDEMNED THE OTHER, ALIEN LIKENESSES AND LOATHED THEM." NOW AFTER IT, THE OLIVE TREE SPROUTED UP, WHICH WAS TO PURIFY THE KINGS AND THE HIGH PRIESTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHO WERE TO APPEAR IN THE LAST DAYS, SINCE THE OLIVE TREE APPEARED OUT OF THE LIGHT OF THE FIRST ADAM FOR THE SAKE OF THE UNGUENT [LUBRICATED OINTMENT] THAT THEY WERE TO RECEIVE. AND THE FIRST SOUL (PSYCHE) LOVED EROS, WHO WAS WITH HER, AND POURED HER BLOOD UPON HIM AND UPON THE EARTH. AND OUT OF THAT BLOOD THE ROSE FIRST SPROUTED UP, OUT OF THE EARTH, OUT OF THE THORN BUSH, TO BE A SOURCE OF JOY FOR THE LIGHT THAT WAS TO APPEAR IN THE BUSH. MOREOVER, AFTER THIS THE BEAUTIFUL, GOOD-SMELLING FLOWERS SPROUTED UP FROM THE EARTH, DIFFERENT KINDS, FROM EVERY SINGLE VIRGIN OF THE DAUGHTERS OF PRONOIA. AND THEY, WHEN THEY HAD BECOME ENAMORED OF EROS, POURED OUT THEIR BLOOD UPON HIM AND UPON THE EARTH. AFTER THESE, EVERY PLANT SPROUTED UP FROM THE EARTH, DIFFERENT KINDS, CONTAINING THE SEED OF THE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS. AFTER THESE, THE AUTHORITIES CREATED OUT OF THE WATERS ALL SPECIES OF BEAST, AND THE REPTILES AND BIRDS - DIFFERENT KINDS - CONTAINING THE SEED OF THE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS. BUT BEFORE ALL THESE, WHEN HE HAD APPEARED ON THE FIRST THE FIRST DAY, HE REMAINED UPON THE EARTH, SOMETHING LIKE TWO DAYS, AND LEFT THE LOWER PRONOIA IN HEAVEN, AND ASCENDED TOWARDS HIS LIGHT. AND IMMEDIATELY DARKNESS COVERED ALL THE UNIVERSE. NOW WHEN SHE WISHED, THE SOPHIA WHO WAS IN THE LOWER HEAVEN RECEIVED AUTHORITY FROM PISTIS, AND FASHIONED GREAT LUMINOUS BODIES AND ALL THE STARS. AND SHE PUT THEM IN THE SKY TO SHINE UPON THE EARTH AND TO RENDER TEMPORAL SIGNS AND SEASONS AND YEARS AND MONTHS AND DAYS AND NIGHTS AND MOMENTS AND SO FORTH. AND IN THIS WAY THE ENTIRE REGION UPON THE SKY WAS ADORNED. NOW WHEN ADAM OF LIGHT CONCEIVED THE WISH TO ENTER HIS LIGHT - I.E., THE EIGHTH HEAVEN - HE WAS UNABLE TO DO SO BECAUSE OF THE POVERTY THAT HAD MINGLED WITH HIS LIGHT. THEN HE CREATED FOR HIMSELF A VAST ETERNAL REALM. AND WITHIN THAT ETERNAL REALM HE CREATED SIX ETERNAL REALMS AND THEIR ADORNMENTS, SIX IN NUMBER, THAT WERE SEVEN TIMES BETTER THAN THE HEAVENS OF CHAOS AND THEIR ADORNMENTS. NOW ALL THESE ETERNAL REALMS AND THEIR ADORNMENTS EXIST WITHIN THE INFINITY THAT IS BETWEEN THE EIGHTH HEAVEN AND THE CHAOS BELOW IT, BEING COUNTED WITH THE UNIVERSE THAT BELONGS TO POVERTY. IF YOU WANT TO KNOW THE ARRANGEMENT OF THESE, YOU WILL FIND IT WRITTEN IN THE SEVENTH UNIVERSE OF THE PROPHET HIERALIAS. AND BEFORE ADAM OF LIGHT HAD WITHDRAWN IN THE CHAOS, THE AUTHORITIES SAW HIM AND LAUGHED AT THE PRIME PARENT BECAUSE HE HAD LIED WHEN HE SAID, "IT IS I WHO AM GOD. NO ONE EXISTS BEFORE ME." WHEN THEY CAME TO HIM, THEY SAID, "IS THIS NOT THE GOD WHO RUINED OUR WORK?" HE ANSWERED AND SAID, "YES. IF YOU DO NOT WANT HIM TO BE ABLE TO RUIN OUR WORK, COME LET US CREATE A MAN OUT OF EARTH, ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF OUR BODY AND ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF THIS BEING, TO SERVE US; SO THAT WHEN HE SEES HIS LIKENESS, HE MIGHT BECOME ENAMORED OF IT. NO LONGER WILL HE RUIN OUR WORK; RATHER, WE SHALL MAKE THOSE WHO ARE BORN OUT OF THE LIGHT OUR SERVANTS FOR ALL THE DURATION OF THIS ETERNAL REALM." NOW ALL OF THIS CAME TO PASS ACCORDING TO THE FORETHOUGHT OF PISTIS, IN ORDER THAT MAN SHOULD APPEAR AFTER HIS LIKENESS, AND SHOULD CONDEMN THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR MODELLED FORM. AND THEIR MODELLED FORM BECAME AN ENCLOSURE OF THE LIGHT. THEN THE AUTHORITIES RECEIVED THE KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS) NECESSARY TO CREATE MAN. SOPHIA ZOE - SHE WHO IS WITH SABAOTH - HAD ANTICIPATED THEM. AND SHE LAUGHED AT THEIR DECISION. FOR THEY ARE BLIND: AGAINST THEIR OWN INTERESTS THEY IGNORANTLY CREATED HIM. AND THEY DO NOT REALIZE WHAT THEY ARE ABOUT TO DO. THE REASON SHE ANTICIPATED THEM AND MADE HER OWN MAN FIRST, WAS IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT INSTRUCT THEIR MODELLED FORM HOW TO DESPISE THEM, AND THUS TO ESCAPE FROM THEM. NOW THE PRODUCTION OF THE INSTRUCTOR CAME ABOUT AS FOLLOWS. WHEN SOPHIA LET FALL A DROPLET OF LIGHT, IT FLOWED ONTO THE WATER, AND IMMEDIATELY A HUMAN BEING APPEARED, BEING ANDROGYNOUS. THAT DROPLET SHE MOLDED FIRST AS A FEMALE BODY. AFTERWARDS, USING THE BODY SHE MOLDED IT IN THE LIKENESS OF THE MOTHER, WHICH HAD APPEARED. AND HE FINISHED IT IN TWELVE MONTHS. AN ANDROGYNOUS HUMAN BEING WAS PRODUCED, WHOM THE GREEKS CALL HERMAPHRODITES; AND WHOSE MOTHER THE HEBREWS CALL EVE OF LIFE (ZOE), NAMELY, THE FEMALE INSTRUCTOR OF LIFE. HER OFFSPRING IS THE CREATURE THAT IS LORD. AFTERWARDS, THE AUTHORITIES CALLED IT "BEAST", SO THAT IT MIGHT LEAD ASTRAY THEIR MODELLED CREATURES. THE INTERPRETATION OF "THE BEAST" IS "THE INSTRUCTOR". FOR IT WAS FOUND TO BE THE WISEST OF ALL BEINGS. NOW, EVE IS THE FIRST VIRGIN, THE ONE WHO WITHOUT A HUSBAND BORE HER FIRST OFFSPRING. IT IS SHE WHO SERVED AS HER OWN MIDWIFE. FOR THIS REASON, SHE IS HELD TO HAVE SAID: IT IS I WHO AM THE PART OF MY MOTHER; AND IT IS I WHO AM THE MOTHER.  IT IS I WHO AM THE WIFE; IT IS I WHO AM THE VIRGIN. IT IS I WHO AM PREGNANT; IT IS I WHO AM THE MIDWIFE.  IT IS I WHO AM THE ONE THAT COMFORTS PAINS OF TRAVAIL.  IT IS MY HUSBAND WHO BORE ME; AND IT IS I WHO AM HIS MOTHER.  AND IT IS HE WHO IS MY FATHER AND MY LORD.  IT IS HE WHO IS MY FORCE; WHAT HE DESIRES, HE SAYS WITH REASON.  I AM IN THE PROCESS OF BECOMING; YET I HAVE BORNE A MAN AS LORD. NOW THESE THROUGH THE WILL <...> THE SOULS THAT WERE GOING TO ENTER THE MODELLED FORMS OF THE AUTHORITIES WERE MANIFESTED TO SABAOTH AND HIS CHRIST. AND REGARDING THESE, THE HOLY VOICE SAID, "MULTIPLY AND IMPROVE! BE LORD OVER ALL CREATURES." AND IT IS THEY WHO WERE TAKEN CAPTIVE, ACCORDING TO THEIR DESTINIES, BY THE PRIME PARENT. AND THUS, THEY WERE SHUT INTO THE PRISONS OF THE MODELLED FORMS UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE. AND AT THAT TIME, THE PRIME PARENT THEN RENDERED AN OPINION CONCERNING MAN TO THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM. THEN EACH OF THEM, CAST HIS SPERM [EJACULATED] INTO THE MIDST OF THE NAVEL OF THE EARTH. SINCE THAT DAY, THE SEVEN RULERS HAVE FASHIONED MAN WITH HIS BODY RESEMBLING THEIR BODY, BUT HIS LIKENESS RESEMBLING THE MAN THAT HAD APPEARED TO THEM. HIS MODELLING TOOK PLACE BY PARTS, ONE AT A TIME. AND THEIR LEADER FASHIONED THE BRAIN AND THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. AFTERWARDS, HE APPEARED AS PRIOR TO HIM. HE BECAME A SOUL-ENDOWED MAN. AND HE WAS CALLED ADAM, THAT IS, "FATHER", ACCORDING TO THE NAME OF THE ONE THAT EXISTED BEFORE HIM. AND WHEN THEY HAD FINISHED ADAM, HE ABANDONED HIM AS AN INANIMATE VESSEL, SINCE HE HAD TAKEN FORM LIKE AN ABORTION, IN THAT NO SPIRIT WAS IN HIM. REGARDING THIS THING, WHEN THE CHIEF RULER REMEMBERED THE SAYING OF PISTIS, HE WAS AFRAID LEST THE TRUE MAN ENTER HIS MODELLED FORM AND BECOME ITS LORD. FOR THIS REASON, HE LEFT HIS MODELLED FORM FORTY DAYS WITHOUT SOUL, AND HE WITHDREW AND ABANDONED IT. NOW ON THE FORTIETH DAY, SOPHIA ZOE SENT HER BREATH INTO ADAM, WHO HAD NO SOUL. HE BEGAN TO MOVE UPON THE GROUND. AND HE COULD NOT STAND UP. THEN, WHEN THE SEVEN RULERS CAME, THEY SAW HIM AND WERE GREATLY DISTURBED. THEY WENT UP TO HIM AND SEIZED HIM. AND HE (VIZ., THE CHIEF RULER) SAID TO THE BREATH WITHIN HIM, "WHO ARE YOU? AND WHENCE DID YOU COME HITHER?" IT ANSWERED AND SAID, "I HAVE COME FROM THE FORCE OF THE MAN FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF YOUR WORK." WHEN THEY HEARD, THEY GLORIFIED HIM, SINCE HE GAVE THEM RESPITE FROM THE FEAR AND THE ANXIETY IN WHICH THEY FOUND THEMSELVES. THEN THEY CALLED THAT DAY "REST", IN AS MUCH AS THEY HAD RESTED FROM TOIL. AND WHEN THEY SAW THAT ADAM COULD STAND UP, THEY WERE GLAD, AND THEY TOOK HIM AND PUT HIM IN PARADISE. AND THEY WITHDREW UP TO THEIR HEAVENS. AFTER THE DAY OF REST, SOPHIA SENT HER DAUGHTER ZOE, BEING CALLED EVE, AS AN INSTRUCTOR, IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT MAKE ADAM, WHO HAD NO SOUL, ARISE, SO THAT THOSE WHOM HE SHOULD ENGENDER MIGHT BECOME CONTAINERS OF LIGHT. WHEN EVE SAW HER MALE COUNTERPART PROSTRATE, SHE HAD PITY UPON HIM, AND SHE SAID, "ADAM! BECOME ALIVE! ARISE UPON THE EARTH!" IMMEDIATELY HER WORD BECAME ACCOMPLISHED FACT. FOR ADAM, HAVING ARISEN, SUDDENLY OPENED HIS EYES. WHEN HE SAW HER, HE SAID, "YOU SHALL BE CALLED 'MOTHER OF THE LIVING'. FOR IT IS YOU WHO HAVE GIVEN ME LIFE." THEN THE AUTHORITIES WERE INFORMED THAT THEIR MODELLED FORM WAS ALIVE AND HAD ARISEN, AND THEY WERE GREATLY TROUBLED. THEY SENT SEVEN ARCHANGELS TO SEE WHAT HAD HAPPENED. THEY CAME TO ADAM. WHEN THEY SAW EVE TALKING TO HIM, THEY SAID TO ONE ANOTHER, "WHAT SORT OF THING IS THIS LUMINOUS WOMAN? FOR SHE RESEMBLES THAT LIKENESS WHICH APPEARED TO US IN THE LIGHT. NOW COME, LET US LAY HOLD OF HER AND CAST HER SEED INTO HER, SO THAT WHEN SHE BECOMES, SOILED SHE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO ASCEND INTO HER LIGHT. RATHER, THOSE WHOM SHE BEARS WILL BE UNDER OUR CHARGE. BUT LET US NOT TELL ADAM, FOR HE IS NOT ONE OF US. RATHER LET US BRING A DEEP SLEEP OVER HIM. AND LET US INSTRUCT HIM IN HIS SLEEP TO THE EFFECT THAT SHE CAME FROM HIS RIB, IN ORDER THAT HIS WIFE MAY OBEY, AND HE MAY BE LORD OVER HER." THEN EVE, BEING A FORCE, LAUGHED AT THEIR DECISION. SHE PUT MIST INTO THEIR EYES AND SECRETLY LEFT HER LIKENESS WITH ADAM. SHE ENTERED THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE AND REMAINED THERE. AND THEY PURSUED HER, AND SHE REVEALED TO THEM THAT SHE HAD GONE INTO THE TREE AND BECOME A TREE. THEN, ENTERING A GREAT STATE OF FEAR, THE BLIND CREATURES FLED. AFTERWARDS, WHEN THEY HAD RECOVERED FROM THE DAZE, THEY CAME TO ADAM; AND SEEING THE LIKENESS OF THIS WOMAN WITH HIM, THEY WERE GREATLY DISTURBED, THINKING IT WAS SHE THAT WAS THE TRUE EVE. AND THEY ACTED RASHLY; THEY CAME UP TO HER AND SEIZED HER AND CAST THEIR SEED UPON HER. THEY DID SO WICKEDLY, DEFILING NOT ONLY IN NATURAL WAYS BUT ALSO IN FOUL WAYS, DEFILING FIRST THE SEAL OF HER VOICE - THAT HAD SPOKEN WITH THEM, SAYING, "WHAT IS IT THAT EXISTS BEFORE YOU?" - INTENDING TO DEFILE THOSE WHO MIGHT SAY AT THE CONSUMMATION (OF THE AGE) THAT THEY HAD BEEN BORN OF THE TRUE MAN THROUGH VERBAL EXPRESSION. AND THEY ERRED, NOT KNOWING THAT IT WAS THEIR OWN BODY THAT THEY HAD DEFILED: IT WAS THE LIKENESS THAT THE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS DEFILED IN EVERY WAY. FIRST, SHE WAS PREGNANT WITH ABEL, BY THE FIRST RULER. AND IT WAS BY THE SEVEN AUTHORITIES AND THEIR ANGELS THAT SHE BORE THE OTHER OFFSPRING. AND ALL THIS CAME TO PASS ACCORDING TO THE FORETHOUGHT OF THE PRIME PARENT, SO THAT THE FIRST MOTHER MIGHT BEAR WITHIN HER EVERY SEED, BEING MIXED AND BEING FITTED TO THE FATE OF THE UNIVERSE AND ITS CONFIGURATIONS, AND TO JUSTICE. A PREARRANGED PLAN CAME INTO EFFECT REGARDING EVE, SO THAT THE MODELLED FORMS OF THE AUTHORITIES MIGHT BECOME ENCLOSURES OF THE LIGHT, WHEREUPON IT WOULD CONDEMN THEM THROUGH THEIR MODELLED FORMS. NOW THE FIRST ADAM, (ADAM) OF LIGHT, IS SPIRIT-ENDOWED AND APPEARED ON THE FIRST DAY. THE SECOND ADAM IS SOUL-ENDOWED AND APPEARED ON THE SIXTH DAY, WHICH IS CALLED APHRODITE. THE THIRD ADAM IS A CREATURE OF THE EARTH, THAT IS, THE MAN OF THE LAW, AND HE APPEARED ON THE EIGHTH DAY [...] THE TRANQUILITY OF POVERTY, WHICH IS CALLED "THE DAY OF THE SUN" (SUNDAY). AND THE PROGENY OF THE EARTHLY ADAM BECAME NUMEROUS AND WAS COMPLETED, AND PRODUCED WITHIN ITSELF EVERY KIND OF SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION OF THE SOULENDOWED ADAM. BUT ALL WERE IN IGNORANCE. NEXT, LET ME SAY THAT ONCE THE RULERS HAD SEEN HIM AND THE FEMALE CREATURE WHO WAS WITH HIM ERRING IGNORANTLY LIKE BEASTS, THEY WERE VERY GLAD. WHEN THEY LEARNED THAT THE IMMORTAL MAN WAS NOT GOING TO NEGLECT THEM, RATHER THAT THEY WOULD EVEN HAVE TO FEAR THE FEMALE CREATURE THAT HAD TURNED INTO A TREE, THEY WERE DISTURBED, AND SAID, "PERHAPS THIS IS THE TRUE MAN - THIS BEING WHO HAS BROUGHT A FOG UPON US AND HAS TAUGHT US THAT SHE WHO WAS SOILED IS LIKE HIM - AND SO WE SHALL BE CONQUERED!" THEN THE SEVEN OF THEM TOGETHER LAID PLANS. THEY CAME UP TO ADAM AND EVE TIMIDLY: THEY SAID TO HIM, "THE FRUIT OF ALL THE TREES CREATED FOR YOU IN PARADISE SHALL BE EATEN; BUT AS FOR THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, CONTROL YOURSELVES AND DO NOT EAT FROM IT. IF YOU EAT, YOU WILL DIE." HAVING IMPARTED GREAT FEAR TO THEM, THEY WITHDREW UP TO THEIR AUTHORITIES. THEN CAME THE WISEST OF ALL CREATURES, WHO WAS CALLED BEAST. AND WHEN HE SAW THE LIKENESS OF THEIR MOTHER EVE, HE SAID TO HER, "WHAT DID GOD SAY TO YOU? WAS IT 'DO NOT EAT FROM THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE'?" SHE SAID, "HE SAID NOT ONLY, 'DO NOT EAT FROM IT', BUT, 'DO NOT TOUCH IT, LEST YOU DIE.'" HE SAID TO HER, "DO NOT BE AFRAID. IN DEATH YOU SHALL NOT DIE. FOR HE KNOWS THAT WHEN YOU EAT FROM IT, YOUR INTELLECT WILL BECOME SOBER AND YOU WILL COME TO BE LIKE GODS, RECOGNIZING THE DIFFERENCE THAT OBTAINS BETWEEN EVIL MEN AND GOOD ONES. INDEED, IT WAS IN JEALOUSY THAT HE SAID THIS TO YOU, SO THAT YOU WOULD NOT EAT FROM IT." NOW EVE HAD CONFIDENCE IN THE WORDS OF THE INSTRUCTOR. SHE GAZED AT THE TREE AND SAW THAT IT WAS BEAUTIFUL AND APPETIZING, AND LIKED IT; SHE TOOK SOME OF ITS FRUIT AND ATE IT; AND SHE GAVE SOME ALSO TO HER HUSBAND, AND HE TOO ATE IT. THEN THEIR INTELLECT BECAME OPEN. FOR WHEN THEY HAD EATEN, THE LIGHT OF KNOWLEDGE HAD SHONE UPON THEM. WHEN THEY CLOTHED THEMSELVES WITH SHAME, THEY KNEW THAT THEY WERE NAKED OF KNOWLEDGE. WHEN THEY BECAME SOBER, THEY SAW THAT THEY WERE NAKED AND BECAME ENAMORED OF ONE ANOTHER. WHEN THEY SAW THAT THE ONES WHO HAD MODELLED THEM HAD THE FORM OF BEASTS, THEY LOATHED THEM: THEY WERE VERY AWARE. THEN WHEN THE RULERS KNEW THAT THEY HAD BROKEN THEIR COMMANDMENTS, THEY ENTERED PARADISE AND CAME TO ADAM AND EVE WITH EARTHQUAKE AND GREAT THREATENING, TO SEE THE EFFECT OF THE AID. THEN ADAM AND EVE TREMBLED GREATLY AND HID UNDER THE TREES IN PARADISE. THEN THE RULERS DID NOT KNOW WHERE THEY WERE AND SAID, "ADAM, WHERE ARE YOU?" HE SAID, "I AM HERE, FOR THROUGH FEAR OF YOU I HID, BEING ASHAMED." AND THEY SAID TO HIM IGNORANTLY, "WHO TOLD YOU ABOUT THE SHAME WITH WHICH YOU CLOTHED YOURSELF? - UNLESS YOU HAVE EATEN FROM THAT TREE!" HE SAID, "THE WOMAN WHOM YOU GAVE ME - IT IS SHE THAT GAVE TO ME AND I ATE." THEN THEY SAID TO THE LATTER, "WHAT IS THIS THAT YOU HAVE DONE?" SHE ANSWERED AND SAID, "IT IS THE INSTRUCTOR WHO URGED ME ON, AND I ATE." THEN THE RULERS CAME UP TO THE INSTRUCTOR. THEIR EYES BECAME MISTY BECAUSE OF HIM, AND THEY COULD NOT DO ANYTHING TO HIM. THEY CURSED HIM, SINCE THEY WERE POWERLESS. AFTERWARDS, THEY CAME UP TO THE WOMAN AND CURSED HER AND HER OFFSPRING. AFTER THE WOMAN, THEY CURSED ADAM, AND THE LAND BECAUSE OF HIM, AND THE CROPS; AND ALL THINGS THEY HAD CREATED, THEY CURSED. THEY HAVE NO BLESSING. GOOD CANNOT RESULT FROM EVIL. FROM THAT DAY, THE AUTHORITIES KNEW THAT TRULY THERE WAS SOMETHING MIGHTIER THAN THEY: THEY RECOGNIZED ONLY THAT THEIR COMMANDMENTS HAD NOT BEEN KEPT. GREAT JEALOUSY WAS BROUGHT INTO THE WORLD SOLELY BECAUSE OF THE IMMORTAL MAN. NOW WHEN THE RULERS SAW THAT THEIR ADAM HAD ENTERED INTO AN ALIEN STATE OF KNOWLEDGE, THEY DESIRED TO TEST HIM, AND THEY GATHERED TOGETHER ALL THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS AND THE WILD BEASTS OF THE EARTH AND THE BIRDS OF HEAVEN AND BROUGHT THEM TO ADAM TO SEE WHAT HE WOULD CALL THEM. WHEN HE SAW THEM, HE GAVE NAMES TO THEIR CREATURES. THEY BECAME TROUBLED BECAUSE ADAM HAD RECOVERED FROM ALL THE TRIALS. THEY ASSEMBLED AND LAID PLANS, AND THEY SAID, "BEHOLD ADAM! HE HAS COME TO BE LIKE ONE OF US, SO THAT HE KNOWS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE LIGHT AND THE DARKNESS. NOW PERHAPS HE WILL BE DECEIVED, AS IN THE CASE OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, AND ALSO WILL COME TO THE TREE OF LIFE AND EAT FROM IT, AND BECOME IMMORTAL, AND BECOME LORD, AND DESPISE US AND DISDAIN US AND ALL OUR GLORY! THEN HE WILL DENOUNCE US ALONG WITH OUR UNIVERSE. COME, LET US EXPEL HIM FROM PARADISE, DOWN TO THE LAND FROM WHICH HE WAS TAKEN, SO THAT HENCEFORTH HE MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO RECOGNIZE ANYTHING BETTER THAN WE CAN." AND SO, THEY EXPELLED ADAM FROM PARADISE, ALONG WITH HIS WIFE. AND THIS DEED THAT THEY HAD DONE WAS NOT ENOUGH FOR THEM. RATHER, THEY WERE AFRAID. THEY WENT IN TO THE TREE OF LIFE AND SURROUNDED IT WITH GREAT FEARFUL THINGS, FIERY LIVING CREATURES CALLED "CHEROUBIN", AND THEY PUT A FLAMING SWORD IN THEIR MIDST, FEARFULLY TWIRLING AT ALL TIMES, SO THAT NO EARTHLY BEING MIGHT EVER ENTER THAT PLACE. THEREUPON, SINCE THE RULERS WERE ENVIOUS, OF ADAM THEY WANTED TO DIMINISH THEIR (VIZ., ADAM'S AND EVE'S) LIFESPANS. THEY COULD NOT (, HOWEVER,) BECAUSE OF FATE, WHICH HAD BEEN FIXED SINCE THE BEGINNING. FOR TO EACH HAD BEEN ALLOTTED A LIFESPAN OF 1,000 YEARS, ACCORDING TO THE COURSE OF THE LUMINOUS BODIES. BUT ALTHOUGH THE RULERS COULD NOT DO THIS, EACH OF THE EVILDOERS TOOK AWAY TEN YEARS. AND ALL THIS LIFESPAN (WHICH REMAINED) AMOUNTED TO 930 YEARS: AND THESE ARE IN PAIN AND WEAKNESS AND EVIL DISTRACTION. AND SO, LIFE HAS TURNED OUT TO BE, FROM THAT DAY UNTIL THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE. THUS WHEN SOPHIA ZOE SAW THAT THE RULERS OF THE DARKNESS HAD LAID A CURSE UPON HER COUNTERPARTS, SHE WAS INDIGNANT. AND COMING OUT OF THE FIRST HEAVEN WITH FULL POWER, SHE CHASED THOSE RULERS OUT OF THEIR HEAVENS, AND CAST THEM DOWN INTO THE SINFUL WORLD, SO THAT THERE THEY SHOULD DWELL, IN THE FORM OF EVIL SPIRITS (DEMONS) UPON THE EARTH. [...], SO THAT IN THEIR WORLD IT MIGHT PASS THE THOUSAND YEARS IN PARADISE - A SOUL-ENDOWED LIVING CREATURE CALLED "PHOENIX". IT KILLS ITSELF AND BRINGS ITSELF TO LIFE AS A WITNESS TO THE JUDGMENT AGAINST THEM, FOR THEY DID WRONG TO ADAM AND HIS GENERATION, UNTO THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE. THERE ARE [...] THREE MEN, AND ALSO HIS POSTERITIES, UNTO THE CONSUMMATION OF THE WORLD: THE SPIRIT-ENDOWED OF ETERNITY, AND THE SOUL-ENDOWED, AND THE EARTHLY. LIKEWISE, THE THREE PHOENIXES <IN> PARADISE - THE FIRST IS IMMORTAL; THE SECOND LIVES 1,000 YEARS; AS FOR THE THIRD, IT IS WRITTEN IN THE SACRED BOOK THAT IT IS CONSUMED. SO, TOO, THERE ARE THREE BAPTISMS - THE FIRST IS THE SPIRITUAL, THE SECOND IS BY FIRE, THE THIRD IS BY WATER. JUST AS THE PHOENIX APPEARS AS A WITNESS CONCERNING THE ANGELS, SO THE CASE OF THE WATER HYDRI IN EGYPT, WHICH HAS BEEN A WITNESS TO THOSE GOING DOWN INTO THE BAPTISM OF A TRUE MAN. THE TWO BULLS IN EGYPT POSSESS A MYSTERY, THE SUN AND THE MOON, BEING A WITNESS TO SABAOTH: NAMELY, THAT OVER THEM SOPHIA RECEIVED THE UNIVERSE; FROM THE DAY THAT SHE MADE THE SUN AND THE MOON, SHE PUT A SEAL UPON HER HEAVEN, UNTO ETERNITY. AND THE WORM THAT HAS BEEN BORN OUT OF THE PHOENIX IS A HUMAN BEING AS WELL. IT IS WRITTEN (PS 91:13 LXX) CONCERNING IT, "THE JUST MAN WILL BLOSSOM LIKE A PHOENIX". AND THE PHOENIX FIRST APPEARS IN A LIVING STATE, AND DIES, AND RISES AGAIN, BEING A SIGN OF WHAT HAS BECOME APPARENT AT THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE. IT WAS ONLY IN EGYPT THAT THESE GREAT SIGNS APPEARED - NOWHERE ELSE - AS AN INDICATION THAT IT IS LIKE GOD'S PARADISE. LET US RETURN TO THE AFOREMENTIONED RULERS, SO THAT WE MAY OFFER SOME EXPLANATION OF THEM. NOW, WHEN THE SEVEN RULERS WERE CAST DOWN FROM THEIR HEAVENS ONTO THE EARTH, THEY MADE FOR THEMSELVES ANGELS, NUMEROUS, DEMONIC, TO SERVE THEM. AND THE LATTER INSTRUCTED MANKIND IN MANY KINDS OF ERROR AND MAGIC AND POTIONS AND WORSHIP OF IDOLS AND SPILLING OF BLOOD AND ALTARS AND TEMPLES AND SACRIFICES AND LIBATIONS TO ALL THE SPIRITS OF THE EARTH, HAVING THEIR COWORKER FATE, WHO CAME INTO EXISTENCE BY THE CONCORD BETWEEN THE GODS OF INJUSTICE AND JUSTICE. AND THUS, WHEN THE WORLD HAD COME INTO BEING, IT DISTRACTEDLY ERRED AT ALL TIMES. FOR ALL MEN UPON EARTH WORSHIPED THE SPIRITS (DEMONS) FROM THE CREATION TO THE CONSUMMATION - BOTH THE ANGELS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THE MEN OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. THUS, DID THE WORLD COME TO EXIST IN DISTRACTION, IN IGNORANCE, AND IN A STUPOR. THEY ALL ERRED, UNTIL THE APPEARANCE OF THE TRUE MAN. LET THIS SUFFICE SO FAR AS THE MATTER GOES. NOW WE SHALL PROCEED TO CONSIDERATION OF OUR WORLD, SO THAT WE MAY ACCURATELY FINISH THE DESCRIPTION OF ITS STRUCTURE AND MANAGEMENT. THEN IT WILL BECOME OBVIOUS HOW BELIEF IN THE UNSEEN REALM, WHICH HAS BEEN APPARENT FROM CREATION DOWN TO THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE, WAS DISCOVERED. I COME, THEREFORE, TO THE MAIN POINTS REGARDING THE IMMORTAL MAN: I SHALL SPEAK OF ALL THE BEINGS THAT BELONG TO HIM, EXPLAINING HOW THEY HAPPEN TO BE HERE. WHEN A MULTITUDE OF HUMAN BEINGS HAD COME INTO EXISTENCE, THROUGH THE PARENTAGE OF THE ADAM WHO HAD BEEN FASHIONED, AND OUT OF MATTER, AND WHEN THE WORLD HAD ALREADY BECOME FULL, THE RULERS WERE MASTER OVER IT - THAT IS, THEY KEPT IT RESTRAINED BY IGNORANCE. FOR WHAT REASON? FOR THE FOLLOWING: SINCE THE IMMORTAL FATHER KNOWS THAT A DEFICIENCY OF TRUTH CAME INTO BEING AMONGST THE ETERNAL REALMS AND THEIR UNIVERSE, WHEN HE WISHED TO BRING TO NAUGHT THE RULERS OF PERDITION THROUGH THE CREATURES THEY HAD MODELLED, HE SENT YOUR LIKENESSES DOWN INTO THE WORLD OF PERDITION, NAMELY, THE BLESSED LITTLE INNOCENT SPIRITS. THEY ARE NOT ALIEN TO KNOWLEDGE. FOR ALL KNOWLEDGE IS VESTED IN ONE ANGEL WHO APPEARED BEFORE THEM; HE IS NOT WITHOUT POWER IN THE COMPANY OF THE FATHER. AND <HE> GAVE THEM KNOWLEDGE. WHENEVER THEY APPEAR IN THE WORLD OF PERDITION, IMMEDIATELY AND FIRST OF ALL THEY REVEAL THE PATTERN OF IMPERISHABILITY AS A CONDEMNATION OF THE RULERS AND THEIR FORCES. THUS, WHEN THE BLESSED BEINGS APPEARED IN FORMS MODELLED BY AUTHORITIES, THEY WERE ENVIED. AND OUT OF ENVY THE AUTHORITIES MIXED THEIR SEED WITH THEM, IN HOPES OF POLLUTING THEM. THEY COULD NOT. THEN WHEN THE BLESSED BEINGS APPEARED IN LUMINOUS FORM, THEY APPEARED IN VARIOUS WAYS. AND EACH ONE OF THEM, STARTING OUT IN HIS LAND, REVEALED HIS (KIND OF) KNOWLEDGE TO THE VISIBLE CHURCH CONSTITUTED OF THE MODELLED FORMS OF PERDITION. IT (VIZ., THE CHURCH) WAS FOUND TO CONTAIN ALL KINDS OF SEED, BECAUSE OF THE SEED OF THE AUTHORITIES THAT HAD MIXED WITH IT. THEN THE SAVIOR CREATED [...] OF THEM ALL - AND THE SPIRITS OF THESE ARE MANIFESTLY SUPERIOR, BEING BLESSED AND VARYING IN ELECTION - AND ALSO (HE CREATED) MANY OTHER BEINGS, WHICH HAVE NO KING AND ARE SUPERIOR TO EVERYONE THAT WAS BEFORE THEM. CONSEQUENTLY, FOUR RACES EXIST. THERE ARE THREE THAT BELONG TO THE KINGS OF THE EIGHTH HEAVEN. BUT THE FOURTH RACE IS KINGLESS AND PERFECT, BEING THE HIGHEST OF ALL. FOR THESE SHALL ENTER THE HOLY PLACE OF THEIR FATHER. AND THEY WILL GAIN REST IN REPOSE AND ETERNAL, UNSPEAKABLE GLORY AND UNENDING JOY. MOREOVER, THEY ARE KINGS WITHIN THE MORTAL DOMAIN, IN THAT THEY ARE IMMORTAL. THEY WILL CONDEMN THE GODS OF CHAOS AND THEIR FORCES. NOW THE WORD THAT IS SUPERIOR TO ALL BEINGS WAS SENT FOR THIS PURPOSE ALONE: THAT HE MIGHT PROCLAIM THE UNKNOWN. HE SAID, "THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN THAT IS NOT APPARENT, AND WHAT HAS NOT BEEN RECOGNIZED WILL BE RECOGNIZED." AND THESE WERE SENT TO MAKE KNOWN WHAT IS HIDDEN, AND THE SEVEN AUTHORITIES OF CHAOS AND THEIR IMPIETY. AND THUS, THEY WERE CONDEMNED TO DEATH. SO, WHEN ALL THE PERFECT APPEARED IN THE FORMS MODELLED BY THE RULERS, AND WHEN THEY REVEALED THE INCOMPARABLE TRUTH, THEY PUT TO SHAME ALL THE WISDOM OF THE GODS. AND THEIR FATE WAS FOUND TO BE A CONDEMNATION. AND THEIR FORCE DRIED UP. THEIR LORDSHIP WAS DISSOLVED. THEIR FORETHOUGHT BECAME EMPTINESS, ALONG WITH THEIR GLORY. BEFORE THE CONSUMMATION OF THE AGE, THE WHOLE PLACE WILL SHAKE WITH GREAT THUNDERING. THEN THE RULERS WILL BE SAD, [...] THEIR DEATH. THE ANGELS WILL MOURN FOR THEIR MANKIND, AND THE DEMONS WILL WEEP OVER THEIR SEASONS, AND THEIR MANKIND WILL WAIL AND SCREAM AT THEIR DEATH. THEN THE AGE WILL BEGIN, AND THEY WILL BE DISTURBED. THEIR KINGS WILL BE INTOXICATED WITH THE FIERY SWORD, AND THEY WILL WAGE WAR AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, SO THAT THE EARTH IS INTOXICATED WITH BLOODSHED. AND THE SEAS WILL BE DISTURBED BY THOSE WARS. THEN THE SUN WILL BECOME DARK, AND THE MOON WILL CAUSE ITS LIGHT TO CEASE. THE STARS OF THE SKY WILL CANCEL THEIR CIRCUITS. AND A GREAT CLAP OF THUNDER WILL COME OUT OF A GREAT FORCE THAT IS ABOVE ALL THE FORCES OF CHAOS, WHERE THE FIRMAMENT OF THE WOMAN IS SITUATED. HAVING CREATED THE FIRST PRODUCT, SHE WILL PUT AWAY THE WISE FIRE OF INTELLIGENCE AND CLOTHE HERSELF WITH WITLESS WRATH. THEN SHE WILL PURSUE THE GODS OF CHAOS, WHOM SHE CREATED ALONG WITH THE PRIME PARENT. SHE WILL CAST THEM DOWN INTO THE ABYSS. THEY WILL BE OBLITERATED BECAUSE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS. FOR THEY WILL COME TO BE LIKE VOLCANOES AND CONSUME ONE ANOTHER UNTIL THEY PERISH AT THE HAND OF THE PRIME PARENT. WHEN HE HAS DESTROYED THEM, HE WILL TURN AGAINST HIMSELF AND DESTROY HIMSELF UNTIL HE CEASES TO EXIST. AND THEIR HEAVENS WILL FALL ONE UPON THE NEXT AND THEIR FORCES WILL BE CONSUMED BY FIRE. THEIR ETERNAL REALMS, TOO, WILL BE OVERTURNED. AND HIS HEAVEN WILL FALL AND BREAK IN TWO. HIS [...] WILL FALL DOWN UPON THE [...] SUPPORT THEM; THEY WILL FALL INTO THE ABYSS, AND THE ABYSS WILL BE OVERTURNED. THE LIGHT WILL [...] THE DARKNESS AND OBLITERATE IT: IT WILL BE LIKE SOMETHING THAT HAS NEVER BEEN. AND THE PRODUCT TO WHICH THE DARKNESS HAD BEEN POSTERIOR WILL DISSOLVE. AND THE DEFICIENCY WILL BE PLUCKED OUT BY THE ROOT (AND THROWN) DOWN INTO THE DARKNESS. AND THE LIGHT WILL WITHDRAW UP TO ITS ROOT. AND THE GLORY OF THE UNBEGOTTEN WILL APPEAR. AND IT WILL FILL ALL THE ETERNAL REALM. WHEN THE PROPHECY AND THE ACCOUNT OF THOSE THAT ARE KING BECOMES KNOWN AND IS FULFILLED BY THOSE WHO ARE CALLED PERFECT, THOSE WHO - IN CONTRAST - HAVE NOT BECOME PERFECT IN THE UNBEGOTTEN FATHER WILL RECEIVE THEIR GLORY IN THEIR REALMS AND IN THE KINGDOMS OF THE IMMORTALS: BUT THEY WILL NEVER ENTER THE KINGLESS REALM. FOR EVERYONE MUST GO TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE HAS COME. INDEED, BY HIS ACTS AND HIS KNOWLEDGE, EACH PERSON WILL MAKE HIS (OWN) NATURE KNOWN.  
THE PARAPHRASE OF SHEM
 [THE] PARAPHRASE WHICH WAS ABOUT THE UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT. WHAT DERDEKEA< S> REVEALED TO ME, SHEM, 5 ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY. MY THOUGHT WHICH WAS IN MY BODY SNATCHED ME AWAY FROM MY RACE. IT TOOK ME UP TO THE TOP OF THE WORLD, 10 WHICH IS CLOSE TO THE LIGHT THAT SHONE UPON THE WHOLE AREA THERE. I SAW NO EARTHLY LIKENESS, BUT THERE WAS LIGHT. AND MY THOUGHT SEPARATED 15 FROM THE BODY OF DARKNESS AS THOUGH IN SLEEP. I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME, SHEM, SINCE YOU ARE FROM AN UNMIXED POWER 20 AND YOU ARE THE FIRST BEING UPON THE EARTH, HEAR AND UNDERSTAND WHAT I SHALL SAY TO YOU FIRST CONCERNING THE GREAT POWERS WHO WERE IN EXISTENCE IN THE BEGINNING, BEFORE 25 I APPEARED. THERE WAS LIGHT AND DARKNESS AND THERE WAS SPIRIT BETWEEN THEM. SINCE YOUR ROOT FELL INTO FORGETFULNESS – HE WHO WAS 30 THE UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT – I REVEAL TO YOU THE TRUTH ABOUT THE POWERS. THE LIGHT WAS THOUGHT FULL OF HEARING AND WORD. THEY WERE 35 UNITED INTO ONE FORM. AND THE DARKNESS WAS 2 WIND IN WATERS. HE POSSESSED THE MIND WRAPPED IN A CHAOTIC FIRE. AND THE SPIRIT BETWEEN THEM 5 WAS A GENTLE, HUMBLE LIGHT. THESE ARE THE THREE ROOTS. THEY REIGNED EACH IN THEMSELVES, ALONE. AND THEY COVERED EACH OTHER, EACH ONE WITH 10 ITS POWER. BUT THE LIGHT, SINCE HE POSSESSED A GREAT POWER, KNEW THE ABASEMENT OF THE DARKNESS AND HIS DISORDER, NAMELY THAT THE ROOT WAS NOT STRAIGHT. 15 BUT THE CROOKEDNESS OF THE DARKNESS WAS LACK OF PERCEPTION, NAMELY (THE ILLUSION THAT) THERE IS NO ONE ABOVE HIM. AND AS LONG AS HE WAS ABLE TO BEAR UP UNDER HIS EVIL, HE WAS COVERED WITH THE WATER. AND HE 20 STIRRED. AND THE SPIRIT WAS FRIGHTENED BY THE SOUND. HE LIFTED HIMSELF UP TO HIS STATION. AND HE SAW A GREAT, DARK WATER. AND HE WAS NAUSEATED. AND 25 THE THOUGHT OF THE SPIRIT STARED DOWN; HE SAW THE INFINITE LIGHT. BUT HE WAS OVERLOOKED BY THE PUTRID ROOT. AND BY THE WILL OF THE GREAT LIGHT 30 THE DARK WATER SEPARATED. AND THE DARKNESS CAME UP WRAPPED IN VILE IGNORANCE, AND (THIS WAS) IN ORDER THAT THE MIND MIGHT SEPARATE FROM HIM BECAUSE HE PRIDED 35 HIMSELF IN IT. AND WHEN HE STIRRED, 3 THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT APPEARED TO HIM. WHEN HE SAW IT, HE WAS ASTONISHED, HE DID NOT KNOW THAT ANOTHER POWER WAS ABOVE HIM. AND WHEN HE 5 SAW THAT HIS LIKENESS WAS DARK COMPARED WITH THE SPIRIT, HE FELT HURT. AND IN HIS, PAIN HE LIFTED UP TO THE HEIGHT OF THE MEMBERS OF DARKNESS HIS MIND WHICH 10 WAS THE EYE OF THE BITTERNESS OF EVIL. HE CAUSED HIS MIND TO TAKE SHAPE IN A MEMBER OF THE REGIONS OF THE SPIRIT, THINKING THAT, BY STARING (DOWN) AT HIS EVIL, HE WOULD BE ABLE 15 TO EQUAL THE SPIRIT. BUT HE WAS NOT ABLE. FOR HE WANTED TO DO AN IMPOSSIBLE THING, AND IT DID NOT TAKE PLACE. BUT IN ORDER THAT THE MIND OF DARKNESS, WHICH 20 IS THE EYE OF THE BITTERNESS OF EVIL, MIGHT NOT BE DESTROYED, SINCE HE WAS MADE PARTIALLY SIMILAR, HE AROSE AND SHONE WITH A FIERY LIGHT UPON ALL OF HADES, SO THAT 25 THE EQUALITY TO THE FAULTLESS LIGHT MIGHT BECOME APPARENT. FOR THE SPIRIT MADE USE OF EVERY FORM OF DARKNESS BECAUSE HE APPEARED IN HIS MAJESTY. 30 AND THE EXALTED, INFINITE LIGHT APPEARED, FOR HE WAS VERY JOYFUL. HE WISHED TO REVEAL HIMSELF TO THE SPIRIT. AND THE LIKENESS 35 OF THE EXALTED LIGHT APPEARED TO THE UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT. 4 APPEARED. [I] AM THE SON OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE, INFINITE LIGHT.  APPEARED IN THE LIKENESS 5 OF THE SPIRIT, FOR AM THE RAY OF THE UNIVERSAL LIGHT. AND HIS APPEARANCE TO ME (WAS) IN ORDER THAT THE MIND OF DARKNESS MIGHT NOT REMAIN IN HADES. 10 FOR THE DARKNESS MADE HIMSELF LIKE HIS MIND IN A PART OF THE MEMBERS. WHEN, (O) SHEM, APPEARED   IN IT (I.E. THE LIKENESS), IN ORDER THAT THE DARKNESS MIGHT BECOME DARK TO HIMSELF, 15 ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY – IN ORDER THAT THE DARKNESS MIGHT BECOME FREE FROM EVERY ASPECT OF THE POWER WHICH HE POSSESSED – THE MIND DREW THE CHAOTIC FIRE, WITH WHICH 20 IT WAS COVERED, FROM THE MIDST OF THE DARKNESS AND THE WATER. AND FROM THE DARKNESS THE WATER BECAME A CLOUD. AND FROM THE CLOUD THE WOMB TOOK SHAPE. 25 THE CHAOTIC FIRE WHICH WAS A DEVIATION WENT THERE. AND WHEN THE DARKNESS SAW IT (I.E. THE WOMB) HE BECAME UNCHASTE AND WHEN HE HAD AROUSED 30 THE WATER, HE RUBBED THE WOMB. HIS MIND DISSOLVED DOWN TO THE DEPTHS OF NATURE. IT MINGLED WITH THE POWER OF THE BITTERNESS OF DARKNESS. AND 35 HER (I.E. THE WOMB'S) EYE RUPTURED AT THE WICKEDNESS IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT NOT AGAIN BRING FORTH THE MIND. FOR IT WAS 5 A SEED OF NATURE FROM THE DARK ROOT. AND WHEN NATURE HAD TAKEN TO HERSELF THE MIND BY MEANS OF THE DARK POWER, 5 EVERY LIKENESS TOOK SHAPE IN HER. AND WHEN THE DARKNESS HAD ACQUIRED THE LIKENESS OF THE MIND, IT RESEMBLED THE SPIRIT. FOR NATURE ROSE UP TO EXPEL IT; 10 SHE WAS POWERLESS AGAINST IT, SINCE SHE DID NOT HAVE A FORM FROM THE DARKNESS. FOR SHE BROUGHT IT FORTH IN THE CLOUD. AND THE CLOUD SHONE. A MIND APPEARED IN 15 IT LIKE A FRIGHTFUL, HARMFUL FIRE. IT (I.E. THE MIND) COLLIDED AGAINST THE UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT SINCE IT POSSESSED A LIKENESS FROM HIM. IN ORDER THAT 20 NATURE MIGHT BECOME EMPTY OF THE CHAOTIC FIRE, THEN IMMEDIATELY NATURE WAS DIVIDED INTO FOUR PARTS. THEY BECAME CLOUDS WHICH VARIED 25 IN THEIR APPEARANCE. THEY WERE CALLED HYMEN, AFTERBIRTH, POWER, (AND) WATER. AND THE HYMEN AND THE AFTERBIRTH AND THE POWER WERE 30 CHAOTIC FIRES. AND IT (I.E. THE MIND) WAS DRAWN FROM THE MIDST OF THE DARKNESS AND THE WATER – SINCE THE MIND WAS IN THE MIDST OF NATURE AND THE DARK POWER – 35 IN ORDER THAT THE HARMFUL WATERS MIGHT NOT CLING TO IT. 6 BECAUSE OF THIS NATURE WAS DIVIDED, ACCORDING TO MY WILL, IN ORDER THAT THE MIND MAY RETURN TO ITS POWER WHICH THE 5-DARK ROOT, WHICH WAS MIXED WITH IT (I.E. THE MIND), HAD TAKEN FROM IT. AND HE (I.E. THE DARK ROOT) APPEARED IN THE WOMB. AND AT THE DIVISION OF NATURE HE SEPARATED FROM THE DARK POWER 10 WHICH HE POSSESSED FROM THE MIND. IT (I.E. THE MIND) WENT INTO THE MIDST OF THE POWER – THIS WAS THE MIDDLE REGION OF NATURE. AND THE SPIRIT OF LIGHT, WHEN THE MIND 15 BURDENED HIM, WAS ASTONISHED. AND THE FORCE OF HIS ASTONISHMENT CAST OFF THE BURDEN. AND IT (I.E. THE BURDEN) RETURNED TO ITS HEAT. IT PUT ON THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT. 20 AND WHEN NATURE MOVED AWAY FROM THE POWER OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT, THE BURDEN RETURNED. AND THE ASTONISHMENT (OF THE) LIGHT CAST OFF THE BURDEN. IT STUCK 25 TO THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN. AND ALL THE CLOUDS OF DARKNESS CRIED OUT, THEY WHO HAD SEPARATED FROM HADES, BECAUSE OF THE ALIEN POWER. HE IS THE SPIRIT OF LIGHT WHO HAS COME 30 IN THEM. AND BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY THE SPIRIT GAZED UP AT THE INFINITE LIGHT, IN ORDER THAT HIS LIGHT MAY BE PITIED AND 35 THE LIKENESS BROUGHT UP FROM HADES. AND WHEN THE SPIRIT HAD LOOKED, FLOWED 7 OUT –, THE SON OF THE MAJESTY – LIKE A WAVE OF BRIGHT LIGHT AND LIKE A WHIRLWIND OF THE IMMORTAL SPIRIT. AND BLEW FROM 5 THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN UPON THE ASTONISHMENT OF THE UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT. IT (I.E. THE CLOUD) SEPARATED AND CAST LIGHT UPON THE CLOUDS. THESE SEPARATED IN ORDER THAT THE SPIRIT MIGHT RETURN. BECAUSE OF THIS THE MIND 10 TOOK SHAPE. ITS REPOSE WAS SHATTERED. FOR THE HYMEN OF NATURE WAS A CLOUD WHICH CANNOT BE GRASPED; IT IS A GREAT FIRE. SIMILARLY, THE AFTERBIRTH 15 OF NATURE IS THE CLOUD OF SILENCE; IT IS AN AUGUST FIRE. AND THE POWER WHICH WAS MIXED WITH THE MIND, IT, TOO, WAS A CLOUD OF NATURE WHICH 20 WAS JOINED WITH THE DARKNESS THAT HAD AROUSED NATURE TO UNCHASTITY. AND THE DARK WATER WAS A FRIGHTFUL CLOUD. AND THE ROOT 25 OF NATURE, WHICH WAS BELOW, WAS CROOKED, SINCE IT IS BURDENSOME AND HARMFUL. THE ROOT WAS BLIND WITH RESPECT TO THE LIGHT-BONDAGE WHICH WAS UNFATHOMABLE SINCE 30 IT HAD MANY APPEARANCES. AND HAD PITY ON THE LIGHT (OF) THE SPIRIT WHICH THE MIND HAD RECEIVED.  RETURNED TO MY POSITION IN ORDER TO PRAY 35 TO THE EXALTED, INFINITE LIGHT 8 THAT THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT MIGHT INCREASE ON THE PLACE AND MIGHT BE FILLED WITHOUT DARK DEFILEMENT. AND 5 REVERENTLY SAID, "THOU ART THE ROOT OF THE LIGHT. THY HIDDEN FORM HAS APPEARED, O EXALTED, INFINITE ONE. MAY THE WHOLE POWER OF 10 THE SPIRIT SPREAD AND MAY IT BE FILLED WITH ITS LIGHT, O INFINITE LIGHT. (THEN) HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO JOIN WITH THE UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT, AND THE POWER OF THE ASTONISHMENT WILL NOT BE ABLE TO 15 MIX WITH NATURE. ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY," MY PRAYER WAS ACCEPTED. AND THE VOICE OF THE WORD WAS HEARD SAYING THROUGH THE MAJESTY TO THE 20 UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT, "BEHOLD, THE POWER HAS BEEN COMPLETED. HE WHO WAS REVEALED BY ME APPEARED IN THE SPIRIT. AGAIN, I SHALL APPEAR. I AM DERDEKEAS, THE SON 25 OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE, INFINITE LIGHT." THE LIGHT OF THE INFINITE SPIRIT CAME DOWN TO A FEEBLE NATURE FOR A SHORT TIME UNTIL 30 ALL THE IMPURITY OF NATURE BECAME VOID, AND IN ORDER THAT THE DARKNESS OF NATURE MIGHT BE BLAMED. I PUT ON MY GARMENT WHICH IS THE GARMENT OF THE LIGHT 35 OF THE MAJESTY – WHICH I AM. I CAME IN THE APPEARANCE OF THE 9 SPIRIT TO CONSIDER THE WHOLE LIGHT WHICH WAS IN THE DEPTHS OF THE DARKNESS. ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, IN ORDER THAT THE SPIRIT 5 BY MEANS OF THE WORD MIGHT BE FILLED WITH HIS LIGHT INDEPENDENTLY OF THE POWER OF THE INFINITE LIGHT, AND AT MY WISH, THE SPIRIT AROSE BY HIS (OWN) POWER. 10 HIS GREATNESS WAS GRANTED TO HIM THAT HE MIGHT BE FILLED WITH HIS WHOLE LIGHT AND DEPART FROM THE WHOLE BURDEN OF THE DARKNESS. FOR WHAT WAS BEHIND WAS A DARK FIRE WHICH BLEW 15 (AND) PRESSED ON THE SPIRIT. AND THE SPIRIT REJOICED BECAUSE HE WAS PROTECTED FROM THE FRIGHTFUL WATER. BUT HIS LIGHT WAS NOT EQUAL TO THE MAJESTY. BUT <WHAT> HE WAS GRANTED 20 BY THE INFINITE LIGHT, (HE WAS GRANTED IT) IN ORDER THAT IN ALL HIS MEMBERS HE MIGHT APPEAR AS A SINGLE IMAGE OF LIGHT. AND WHEN THE SPIRIT AROSE ABOVE THE WATER, 25 HIS BLACK LIKENESS BECAME APPARENT. AND THE SPIRIT HONORED THE EXALTED LIGHT: "SURELY, THOU ALONE ART THE INFINITE ONE, BECAUSE THOU ART ABOVE 30 EVERY UNBEGOTTEN THING, FOR THOU HAST PROTECTED ME FROM THE DARKNESS. AND AT THY WISH I AROSE ABOVE THE POWER OF DARKNESS. AND THAT NOTHING MIGHT BE HIDDEN FROM YOU, SHEM, THE THOUGHT, 35 WHICH THE SPIRIT FROM THE GREATNESS HAD CONTEMPLATED, CAME INTO BEING, 10 SINCE THE DARKNESS WAS NOT ABLE [TO] RESTRAIN HIS EVIL. BUT WHEN IT APPEARED, THE THREE ROOTS BECAME KNOWN AS THEY 5 WERE FROM THE BEGINNING. IF THE DARKNESS HAD BEEN ABLE TO BEAR UP UNDER HIS EVIL, THE MIND WOULD NOT HAVE SEPARATED FROM HIM, AND ANOTHER POWER WOULD NOT HAVE APPEARED. 10 BUT FROM THE TIME IT APPEARED I WAS SEEN, THE SON OF THE MAJESTY, IN ORDER THAT THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT MIGHT NOT BECOME FAINT, AND THAT NATURE MIGHT NOT REIGN 15 OVER IT, BECAUSE IT GAZED AT ME. AND BY THE WILL OF THE GREATNESS MY EQUALITY WAS REVEALED, THAT WHAT IS OF THE POWER MIGHT BECOME APPARENT. YOU 20 ARE THE GREAT POWER WHICH CAME INTO BEING, AND I AM THE PERFECT LIGHT WHICH IS ABOVE THE SPIRIT AND THE DARKNESS, THE ONE WHO PUTS TO SHAME THE DARKNESS FOR THE INTERCOURSE OF THE IMPURE 25 PRACTICE. FOR THROUGH THE DIVISION OF NATURE THE MAJESTY WISHED TO BE COVERED WITH HONOR UP TO THE HEIGHT OF THE THOUGHT OF THE SPIRIT. AND THE SPIRIT RECEIVED 30 REST IN HIS POWER.  FOR THE IMAGE OF THE LIGHT IS INSEPARABLE FROM THE UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT. AND THE LAWGIVERS DID NOT NAME HIM AFTER ALL THE CLOUDS 35 OF NATURE, NOR IS IT POSSIBLE TO NAME THEM. FOR EVERY LIKENESS 11 INTO WHICH NATURE HAD DIVIDED IS A POWER OF THE CHAOTIC FIRE WHICH IS THE HYLIC SEED. THE ONE WHO TOOK TO HIMSELF 5 THE POWER OF THE DARKNESS IMPRISONED IT IN THE MIDST OF ITS MEMBERS. AND BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, IN ORDER THAT THE MIND AND THE WHOLE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT MIGHT BE PROTECTED 10 FROM EVERY BURDEN AND (FROM) THE TOIL OF NATURE, A VOICE CAME FORTH FROM THE SPIRIT TO THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN. AND THE LIGHT OF THE ASTONISHMENT BEGAN TO REJOICE WITH THE VOICE 15 WHICH WAS GRANTED TO HIM. AND THE GREAT SPIRIT OF LIGHT WAS IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN. HE HONORED THE INFINITE LIGHT AND THE UNIVERSAL LIKENESS 20 WHO I AM, THE SON OF THE MAJESTY. IT IS SAID: "ANASSES DUSES, THOU ART THE INFINITE LIGHT WHO WAS GIVEN BY THE WILL 25 OF THE MAJESTY TO ESTABLISH EVERY LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT UPON THE PLACE, AND TO SEPARATE THE MIND FROM THE DARKNESS. FOR IT WAS NOT RIGHT 30 FOR THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT TO REMAIN IN HADES. FOR AT THY WISH THE SPIRIT AROSE TO BEHOLD THY GREATNESS." FOR I SAID THESE THINGS TO YOU, 35 SHEM, THAT YOU MIGHT KNOW 12 THAT MY LIKENESS, THE SON OF THE MAJESTY, IS FROM MY INFINITE THOUGHT, SINCE I AM FOR HIM A UNIVERSAL LIKENESS 5 WHICH DOES NOT LIE, (AND) I AM ABOVE EVERY TRUTH AND ORIGIN OF THE WORD. HIS APPEARANCE IS IN MY BEAUTIFUL GARMENT OF LIGHT WHICH IS THE VOICE OF THE IMMEASURABLE THOUGHT. 10 WE ARE THAT SINGLE, SOLE LIGHT WHICH CAME INTO BEING. HE APPEARED IN ANOTHER ROOT IN ORDER THAT THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT MIGHT BE RAISED FROM THE 15 FEEBLE NATURE. FOR BY THE WILL OF THE GREAT LIGHT I CAME FORTH FROM THE EXALTED SPIRIT DOWN TO THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN WITHOUT MY UNIVERSAL GARMENT. AND THE WORD TOOK 20 ME TO HIMSELF, FROM THE SPIRIT, IN THE FIRST CLOUD OF THE HYMEN OF NATURE. AND I PUT ON THIS OF WHICH THE MAJESTY AND THE UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT MADE ME WORTHY. 25 AND THE THREEFOLD UNITY OF MY GARMENT APPEARED IN THE CLOUD, BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, IN A SINGLE FORM. AND MY LIKENESS WAS COVERED 30 WITH THE LIGHT OF MY GARMENT. AND THE CLOUD WAS DISTURBED, AND IT WAS NOT ABLE TO BEAR MY LIKENESS. IT SHED THE FIRST POWER, THE ONE (WHICH) IT HAD TAKEN FROM 35 THE SPIRIT, THAT ONE WHICH SHONE ON HIM FROM THE BEGINNING, BEFORE (I) APPEARED IN THE WORD TO THE SPIRIT. THE CLOUD 13 WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO BEAR BOTH OF THEM. AND THE LIGHT WHICH CAME FORTH FROM THE CLOUD PASSED THROUGH THE SILENCE, UNTIL IT CAME INTO THE MIDDLE REGION. AND, 5 BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, THE LIGHT MIXED WITH HIM I (I.E.) THE SPIRIT WHICH EXISTS IN THE SILENCE, HE WHO HAD BEEN SEPARATED FROM THE SPIRIT OF LIGHT. IT WAS SEPARATED FROM THE LIGHT 10 BY THE CLOUD OF THE SILENCE. THE CLOUD WAS DISTURBED. IT WAS HE WHO GAVE REST TO THE FLAME OF FIRE. HE HUMBLED THE DARK WOMB IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT NOT REVEAL 15 OTHER SEED FROM THE DARKNESS. HE KEPT THEM BACK IN THE MIDDLE REGION OF NATURE IN THEIR POSITION WHICH WAS IN THE CLOUD. THEY WERE TROUBLED SINCE THEY DID 20 NOT KNOW WHERE THEY WERE. FOR STILL THEY (DID> NOT POSSESS THE UNIVERSAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE SPIRIT. AND WHEN I PRAYED TO THE MAJESTY, TOWARD THE 25 INFINITE LIGHT, THAT THE CHAOTIC POWER OF THE SPIRIT MIGHT GO TO AND FRO, AND THE DARK WOMB MIGHT BE IDLE, AND THAT MY LIKENESS MIGHT APPEAR 30 IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN, AS IF I WERE WRAPPED IN THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT WHICH WENT BEFORE ME, AND BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY AND THROUGH 35 THE PRAYER I CAME IN THE CLOUD IN ORDER THAT THROUGH MY GARMENT –  WHICH WAS FROM THE POWER 14 OF THE SPIRIT – THE PLEROMA OF THE WORD, MIGHT BRING POWER TO THE MEMBERS WHO POSSESSED IT IN THE DARKNESS. FOR BECAUSE OF THEM I APPEARED 5 IN THIS INSIGNIFICANT PLACE. FOR I AM A HELPER OF EVERY ONE WHO HAS BEEN GIVEN A NAME. FOR WHEN I APPEARED IN THE CLOUD, THE LIGHT 10 OF THE SPIRIT BEGAN TO SAVE ITSELF FROM THE FRIGHTFUL WATER, AND (FROM) THE CLOUDS OF FIRE WHICH HAD BEEN SEPARATED FROM DARK NATURE. AND I GAVE THEM ETERNAL HONOR 35 THAT THEY MIGHT NOT AGAIN ENGAGE IN THE IMPURE PRACTICE. AND THE LIGHT WHICH WAS IN THE HYMEN WAS DISTURBED BY MY POWER, AND IT PASSED THROUGH MY MIDDLE REGION. IT 20 WAS FILLED WITH THE UNIVERSAL THOUGHT. AND THROUGH THE WORD OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT IT RETURNED TO ITS REPOSE. IT RECEIVED FORM IN ITS ROOT AND SHONE 25 WITHOUT DEFICIENCY. AND THE LIGHT WHICH HAD COME FORTH WITH IT FROM THE SILENCE WENT IN THE MIDDLE REGION AND RETURNED TO THE PLACE. AND THE CLOUD SHONE. 30 AND FROM IT CAME AN UNQUENCHABLE FIRE. AND THE PART WHICH SEPARATED FROM THE ASTONISHMENT PUT ON FORGETFULNESS. IT WAS DECEIVED BY 35 THE FIRE OF DARKNESS. AND THE SHOCK OF ITS ASTONISHMENT CAST OFF THE BURDEN OF THE 15 CLOUD. IT WAS EVIL SINCE IT WAS UNCLEAN. AND THE FIRE MIXED WITH THE WATER IN ORDER THAT THE WATERS MIGHT BECOME HARMFUL. 5 AND NATURE WHICH HAD BEEN DISTURBED IMMEDIATELY AROSE FROM THE IDLE WATERS. FOR HER ASCENT WAS SHAMEFUL. AND NATURE TOOK TO HERSELF THE 10 POWER OF FIRE. SHE BECAME STRONG BECAUSE OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT WHICH WAS IN NATURE. HER LIKENESS APPEARED IN THE WATER IN THE FORM OF A FRIGHTFUL BEAST 35 WITH MANY FACES, WHICH IS CROOKED BELOW. A LIGHT WENT DOWN TO CHAOS FILLED WITH MIST AND DUST, IN ORDER TO HARM NATURE. 20 AND THE LIGHT OF THE ASTONISHMENT WHICH IS IN THE MIDDLE REGION CAME TO IT AFTER HE CAST OFF THE BURDEN OF THE DARKNESS. HE REJOICED WHEN THE SPIRIT AROSE. FOR HE LOOKED 25 FROM THE CLOUDS DOWN AT THE DARK WATERS UPON THE LIGHT WHICH WAS IN THE DEPTHS OF NATURE. THEREFORE, I APPEARED THAT I MIGHT 30 GET AN OPPORTUNITY TO GO DOWN TO THE NETHER WORLD, TO THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT WHICH WAS BURDENED, THAT I MIGHT PROTECT HIM FROM THE EVIL OF THE BURDEN. AND THROUGH 35 HIS LOOKING DOWN AT THE DARK REGION THE LIGHT ONCE MORE 16 CAME UP IN ORDER THAT THE WOMB MIGHT AGAIN COME UP FROM THE WATER. SHE (I.E. THE WOMB) CAME UP BY MY WILL. GUILEFULLY THE EYE OPENED. 5 AND THE LIGHT WHICH HAD APPEARED IN THE MIDDLE REGION (AND) WHICH HAD SEPARATED FROM THE ASTONISHMENT RESTED AND SHONE UPON HER. AND THE WOMB SAW 10 THINGS SHE HAD NOT SEEN, AND SHE REJOICED JOYFULLY IN THE LIGHT, ALTHOUGH THIS WAS NOT HERS — THE ONE WHICH APPEARED IN THE MIDDLE REGION, IN HER WICKEDNESS, WHEN HE (I.E. THE LIGHT) SHONE 15 UPON HER. AND THE WOMB SAW THINGS SHE HAD NOT SEEN, AND SHE WAS BROUGHT DOWN TO THE WATER, SHE WAS THINKING THAT SHE HAD REACHED TO THE POWER OF LIGHT. 20 AND SHE DID NOT KNOW THAT HER ROOT WAS MADE IDLE BY THE LIKENESS OF THE LIGHT, AND THAT IT WAS TO HER (I.E. THE ROOT) THAT HE HAD RUN. THE LIGHT WAS ASTONISHED, THE ONE WHICH WAS IN 25 THE MIDDLE REGION AND WHICH WAS BEGINNING AND END. THEREFORE, HIS THOUGHT GAZED DIRECTLY UP AT THE EXALTED LIGHT. AND HE CALLED OUT AND SAID, 20 "LORD, HAVE MERCY ON ME, FOR MY LIGHT AND MY EFFORT WENT ASTRAY. FOR IF THY GOODNESS DOES NOT ESTABLISH ME, I DO NOT KNOW WHERE I AM." AND WHEN THE MAJESTY 35 HAD HEARD HIM, HE HAD MERCY ON HIM. ' AND I APPEARED IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN, IN THE SILENCE, 17 WITHOUT MY HOLY GARMENT. WITH MY WILL I HONORED MY GARMENT WHICH HAS THREE FORMS IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN. 5 AND THE LIGHT WHICH WAS IN THE SILENCE, THE ONE FROM THE REJOICING POWER, CONTAINED ME. I WORE IT. AND ITS TWO PARTS APPEARED 10 IN A SINGLE FORM. ITS OTHER PARTS DID NOT APPEAR ON ACCOUNT OF THE FIRE. I BECAME UNABLE TO SPEAK IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN, FOR ITS FIRE WAS FRIGHTFUL, 15 LIFTING ITSELF UP WITHOUT HUMILITY. AND IN ORDER THAT MY GREATNESS AND THE WORD MIGHT APPEAR, I PLACED LIKEWISE MY OTHER GARMENT IN THE CLOUD OF THE SILENCE. 20 I WENT INTO THE MIDDLE REGION AND PUT ON THE LIGHT THAT WAS IN IT, THAT WAS SUNK IN FORGETFULNESS AND THAT WAS SEPARATED FROM THE SPIRIT OF ASTONISHMENT, FOR HE HAD CAST OFF THE BURDEN. 25 AT MY WISH NOTHING MORTAL APPEARED TO HIM, BUT THEY WERE ALL IMMORTAL THINGS WHICH THE SPIRIT GRANTED TO HIM. AND HE SAID IN 30 THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT, AI EIS AI OU PHAR DOU IS EI OU: I HAVE COME IN A GREAT REST IN ORDER THAT HE MAY GIVE REST TO MY LIGHT IN 35 HIS ROOT, AND MAY BRING IT OUT OF 18 HARMFUL NATURE. THEN, BY THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, I TOOK OFF MY GARMENT OF LIGHT. I PUT ON ANOTHER GARMENT 5 OF FIRE WHICH HAS NO FORM, WHICH IS FROM THE MIND OF THE POWER, WHICH WAS SEPARATED, AND WHICH WAS PREPARED FOR ME, ACCORDING TO MY WILL, IN THE MIDDLE REGION. FOR THE MIDDLE REGION 30 COVERED IT WITH A DARK POWER IN ORDER THAT I MIGHT COME AND PUT IT ON. I WENT DOWN TO CHAOS TO SAVE THE WHOLE LIGHT FROM IT. FOR WITHOUT 15 THE POWER OF DARKNESS I COULD NOT OPPOSE NATURE. BUT I RESTED MYSELF UPON HER STARING EYE 20 WHICH WAS A LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT. FOR IT HAD BEEN PREPARED FOR ME AS A GARMENT AND A REST BY THE SPIRIT. THROUGH ME HE OPENED HIS EYES DOWN TO 25 HADES. HE GRANTED NATURE HIS VOICE FOR A TIME.' AND MY GARMENT OF FIRE, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, WENT DOWN TO WHAT IS STRONG, AND TO THE 30 UNCLEAN PART OF NATURE WHICH (THE) POWER OF DARKNESS WAS COVERING. AND MY GARMENT RUBBED NATURE IN HER COVERING. AND HER UNCLEAN 35 FEMININITY WAS STRONG. AND THE WRATHFUL WOMB CAME UP 19 AND MADE THE MIND DRY, RESEMBLING A FISH WHICH HAS A DROP OF FIRE AND A POWER OF FIRE. AND WHEN NATURE 5 HAD CAST OFF THE MIND, SHE WAS TROUBLED AND SHE WEPT. WHEN SHE WAS HURT, AND IN HER TEARS, SHE CAST OFF THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT 30 (AND) REMAINED AS I. I PUT ON THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT AND I RESTED WITH MY GARMENT ON ACCOUNT OF THE SIGHT OF THE FISH. AND IN ORDER THAT THE DEEDS OF NATURE MIGHT BE CONDEMNED, 15 SINCE SHE IS BLIND, MANIFOLD ANIMALS CAME OUT OF HER, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NUMBER OF THE FLEETING WINDS. ALL OF THEM CAME INTO BEING IN HADES SEARCHING FOR THE LIGHT 20 OF THE MIND WHICH TOOK SHAPE. THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO STAND UP AGAINST IT.  I REJOICED OVER THEIR IGNORANCE. I THEY FOUND ME, THE SON OF THE MAJESTY, IN 25 FRONT OF THE WOMB WHICH HAS MANY FORMS. I PUT ON THE BEAST, AND LAID BEFORE HER A GREAT REQUEST THAT HEAVEN AND EARTH 30 MIGHT COME INTO BEING, IN ORDER THAT THE WHOLE LIGHT MIGHT RISE UP. FOR IN NO OTHER WAY COULD THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT BE SAVED FROM BONDAGE EXCEPT THAT I APPEAR 35 TO HER IN ANIMAL FORM. THEREFORE, SHE WAS GRACIOUS TO ME 20 AS IF I WERE HER SON. AND ON ACCOUNT OF MY REQUEST, NATURE AROSE SINCE SHE POSSESSES OF THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT AND THE DARKNESS 5 AND THE FIRE. FOR SHE HAD TAKEN OFF HER FORMS. WHEN SHE HAD CAST IT OFF, SHE BLEW UPON THE WATER. THE HEAVEN WAS CREATED. AND FROM THE FOAM OF THE HEAVEN 10 THE EARTH CAME INTO BEING. AND AT MY WISH IT BROUGHT FORTH ALL KINDS OF FOOD IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NUMBER OF THE BEASTS. AND IT BROUGHT FORTH DEW FROM THE WINDS ON ACCOUNT OF YOU (PL.) AND THOSE 15 WHO WILL BE BEGOTTEN THE SECOND TIME UPON THE EARTH. FOR THE EARTH POSSESSED A POWER OF CHAOTIC FIRE. THEREFORE, IT BROUGHT FORTH 20 EVERY SEED. AND WHEN THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH WERE CREATED, MY GARMENT OF FIRE AROSE IN THE MIDST OF THE CLOUD OF NATURE (AND) SHONE UPON THE WHOLE WORLD 25 UNTIL NATURE BECAME DRY. THE DARKNESS WHICH WAS ITS (I.E. THE EARTH'S) GARMENT WAS CAST INTO THE HARMFUL WATERS. THE MIDDLE REGION WAS CLEANSED FROM THE DARKNESS. 30 BUT THE WOMB GRIEVED BECAUSE OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED. SHE PERCEIVED IN HER PARTS WHAT WAS WATER LIKE A MIRROR. WHEN SHE PERCEIVED (IT), SHE WONDERED 25 HOW IT HAD COME INTO BEING. THEREFORE, SHE REMAINED A WIDOW. IT ALSO WAS 21 ASTONISHED (THAT) IT WAS NOT IN HER. FOR STILL THE FORMS POSSESSED A POWER OF FIRE AND LIGHT. IT (I.E. THE POWER) REMAINED 5 IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT BE IN NATURE UNTIL ALL THE POWERS ARE TAKEN AWAY FROM HER. FOR JUST AS THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT WAS COMPLETED IN THREE CLOUDS, IT IS NECESSARY 10 THAT ALSO THE POWER WHICH IS IN HADES WILL BE COMPLETED AT THE APPOINTED TIME. FOR, BECAUSE OF THE GRACE OF THE MAJESTY, I CAME FORTH TO HER FROM THE WATER FOR THE SECOND TIME. 15 FOR MY FACE PLEASED HER. HER FACE ALSO WAS GLAD. AND I SAID TO HER, "MAY SEED AND POWER COME FORTH FROM YOU 20 UPON THE EARTH." AND SHE OBEYED THE WILL OF THE SPIRIT THAT SHE MIGHT BE BROUGHT TO NAUGHT. AND WHEN HER FORMS RETURNED, THEY RUBBED THEIR TONGUE(S) WITH EACH OTHER; THEY COPULATED; 25 THEY BEGOT WINDS AND DEMONS AND THE POWER WHICH IS FROM THE FIRE AND THE DARKNESS AND THE SPIRIT. BUT THE FORM WHICH REMAINED ALONE CAST THE 30, BEAST FROM HERSELF. SHE DID NOT HAVE INTERCOURSE, BUT SHE WAS THE ONE WHO RUBBED HERSELF ALONE. AND SHE BROUGHT FORTH A WIND WHICH POSSESSED A POWER 35 FROM THE FIRE AND THE DARKNESS AND THE SPIRIT. AND IN ORDER THAT THE 22 DEMONS ALSO MIGHT BECOME FREE FROM THE POWER WHICH THEY POSSESSED THROUGH THE IMPURE INTERCOURSE, A WOMB WAS WITH THE WINDS 5 RESEMBLING WATER. AND AN UNCLEAN PENIS WAS WITH THE DEMONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE EXAMPLE OF THE DARKNESS, AND IN THE WAY, HE RUBBED WITH THE WOMB FROM THE BEGINNING. AND AFTER 10 THE FORMS OF NATURE HAD BEEN TOGETHER, THEY SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER. THEY CAST OFF THE POWER, BEING ASTONISHED ABOUT THE DECEIT WHICH HAD HAPPENED TO THEM. THEY GRIEVED 15 WITH AN ETERNAL GRIEF. THEY COVERED THEMSELVES WITH THEIR POWER. AND WHEN I HAD PUT THEM TO SHAME, I AROSE WITH MY GARMENT IN THE POWER AND — WHICH IS ABOVE THE BEAST WHICH IS A LIGHT, 20 IN ORDER THAT I MIGHT MAKE NATURE DESOLATE. THE MIND WHICH HAD APPEARED IN THE NATURE OF DARKNESS, (AND) WHICH WAS THE EYE OF THE HEART OF DARKNESS, AT MY WISH REIGNED OVER 25 THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS. AND I GAVE HIM A LIKENESS OF FIRE, LIGHT, AND ATTENTIVENESS, AND A SHARE OF GUILELESS WORD. THEREFORE, HE WAS GIVEN OF THE GREATNESS 30 IN ORDER TO BE STRONG IN HIS POWER, INDEPENDENT OF THE POWER, INDEPENDENT OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT, AND INTERCOURSE OF DARKNESS, IN ORDER THAT, AT THE END OF TIME, WHEN 23 NATURE WILL BE DESTROYED, HE MAY REST IN THE HONORED PLACE. FOR HE WILL BE FOUND FAITHFUL, SINCE HE HAS LOATHED 5 THE UNCHASTITY OF NATURE WITH THE DARKNESS. THE STRONG POWER OF THE MIND CAME INTO BEING FROM THE MIND AND THE UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT. BUT THE WINDS, WHICH ARE DEMONS 10 FROM WATER AND FIRE AND DARKNESS AND LIGHT, HAD INTERCOURSE UNTO PERDITION. AND THROUGH THIS INTERCOURSE THE WINDS RECEIVED IN THEIR WOMB 15 FOAM FROM THE PENIS OF THE DEMONS. THEY CONCEIVED A POWER IN THEIR WOMB. FROM THE BREATHING THE WOMBS OF THE WINDS GIRDED EACH OTHER 20 UNTIL THE TIMES OF THE BIRTH CAME. THEY WENT DOWN TO THE WATER. AND THE POWER WAS DELIVERED, THROUGH THE BREATHING WHICH MOVES THE BIRTH, IN THE MIDST OF THE PRACTICE. AND 25 EVERY FORM OF THE BIRTH RECEIVED SHAPE IN IT. WHEN THE TIMES OF THE BIRTH WERE NEAR, ALL THE WINDS WERE GATHERED FROM THE WATER WHICH IS NEAR THE 30 EARTH. THEY GAVE BIRTH TO ALL KINDS OF UNCHASTITY. AND THE PLACE WHERE THE WIND ALONE WENT WAS PERMEATED WITH THE UNCHASTITY. BARREN WIVES CAME FROM IT 35 AND STERILE HUSBANDS. 24 FOR JUST AS THEY ARE BORN, SO THEY BEAR. BECAUSE OF YOU (PL.), THE IMAGE OF THE SPIRIT APPEARED IN THE EARTH AND THE WATER. 5 FOR YOU ARE LIKE THE LIGHT. FOR YOU POSSESS A SHARE OF THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS, AND A THOUGHT FROM THE LIGHT OF THE POWER OF THE ASTONISHMENT. 10 FOR EVERYTHING WHICH HE BROUGHT FORTH FROM THE WOMB UPON THE EARTH WAS NOT A GOOD THING FOR HER, BUT HER GROAN AND HER PAIN, BECAUSE OF THE IMAGE WHICH APPEARED IN 15 YOU FROM THE SPIRIT. FOR YOU ARE EXALTED IN YOUR HEART. AND IT IS BLESSEDNESS, SHEM, IF 20 A PART IS GIVEN TO SOMEONE AND IF HE DEPARTS FROM THE SOUL TO (GO) TO THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT. FOR THE SOUL IS A BURDEN OF THE DARKNESS, AND THOSE WHO KNOW WHERE THE ROOT OF THE SOUL CAME FROM WILL BE ABLE TO GROPE AFTER NATURE ALSO. 25 FOR THE SOUL IS A WORK OF UNCHASTITY AND AN (OBJECT OF) SCORN TO THE THOUGHT OF LIGHT. FOR I AM THE ONE WHO REVEALED CONCERNING ALL THAT IS UNBEGOTTEN. 30 AND IN ORDER THAT THE SIN OF NATURE MIGHT BE FILLED, I MADE THE WOMB, WHICH WAS DISTURBED, PLEASANT – THE BLIND WISDOM – THAT I MIGHT BE ABLE TO BRING (IT) TO NAUGHT. AND AT MY 25 WISH HE PLOTTED WITH THE WATER OF DARKNESS AND ALSO THE DARKNESS, THAT THEY MIGHT WOUND EVERY FORM OF YOUR (PL.) HEART. FOR BY 5 THE WILL OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT THEY SURROUNDED YOU; THEY BOUND YOU IN FAITH. AND IN ORDER THAT HIS PLAN MIGHT BECOME IDLE, HE SENT A DEMON 10 THAT THE PLAN OF HER WICKEDNESS MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED. AND HE CAUSED A FLOOD, AND HE DESTROYED YOUR (PL.) RACE, IN ORDER TO TAKE THE LIGHT AND TO TAKE FROM 15 FAITH. BUT I PROCLAIMED QUICKLY BY THE MOUTH OF THE DEMON THAT A TOWER COME TO BE UP TO THE PARTICLE OF THE LIGHT, WHICH WAS LEFT IN THE DEMONS AND 20 THEIR RACE – WHICH WAS WATER – THAT THE DEMON MIGHT BE PROTECTED FROM THE TURBULENT CHAOS. AND THE WOMB PLANNED THESE THINGS ACCORDING TO MY WILL IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT 25 POUR FORTH COMPLETELY. A TOWER CAME TO BE THROUGH THE DEMONS. THE DARKNESS WAS DISTURBED BY HIS LOSS. HE LOOSENED THE MUSCLES OF THE WOMB. AND THE DEMON 30 WHO WAS GOING TO ENTER THE TOWER WAS PROTECTED IN ORDER THAT THE RACES MIGHT CONTINUE AND MIGHT ACQUIRE COHERENCE THROUGH HIM. FOR HE POSSESSES POWER FROM EVERY FORM. 35 RETURN HENCEFORTH, 26 O SHEM, AND REJOICE [GREATLY] OVER YOUR RACE AND FAITH, FOR WITHOUT BODY AND NECESSITY IT IS PROTECTED FROM 5 EVERY BODY OF DARKNESS, BEARING WITNESS TO THE HOLY THINGS OF THE GREATNESS WHICH WAS REVEALED TO THEM IN THEIR THOUGHT BY MY WILL. AND THEY SHALL REST IN THE UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT 10 WITHOUT GRIEF. BUT YOU, SHEM, BECAUSE OF THIS, YOU REMAINED IN (THE) BODY OUTSIDE THE CLOUD OF LIGHT THAT YOU MIGHT REMAIN WITH FAITH. AND FAITH 15 WILL COME TO YOU. HER THOUGHT WILL BE TAKEN AND GIVEN TO YOU WITH A CONSCIOUSNESS OF LIGHT. AND I TOLD YOU THESE THINGS FOR THE BENEFIT OF YOUR RACE FROM THE CLOUD OF LIGHT. 20 AND LIKEWISE WHAT I SHALL SAY TO YOU CONCERNING EVERYTHING, I SHALL REVEAL TO YOU COMPLETELY THAT YOU MAY REVEAL THEM TO THOSE WHO WILL BE UPON THE EARTH THE 25 SECOND TIME. O SHEM, THE DISTURBANCE WHICH OCCURRED AT MY WISH HAPPENED IN ORDER THAT NATURE MIGHT BECOME EMPTY. FOR THE WRATH OF THE DARKNESS SUBSIDED. 30 O SHEM, THE DARKNESS' MOUTH WAS SHUT. NO LONGER DOES THE LIGHT WHICH SHONE FOR THE WORLD APPEAR IN IT, ACCORDING TO MY WILL. AND WHEN NATURE HAD SAID THAT 35 ITS WISH WAS FULFILLED, THEN EVERY FORM WAS ENGULFED BY THE WATERS 27 IN PRIDEFUL IGNORANCE. SHE (I.E. NATURE) TURNED HER DARK VAGINA AND CAST FROM HER THE POWER OF FIRE 5 WHICH WAS IN HER FROM THE BEGINNING THROUGH THE PRACTICE OF THE DARKNESS. IT (MASC.) LIFTED ITSELF UP AND SHONE UPON THE WHOLE WORLD INSTEAD OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE. AND ALL HER FORMS 10 SENT FORTH A POWER LIKE A FLAME OF FIRE UP TO HEAVEN AS A HELP TO THE CORRUPTED LIGHT, WHICH HAD LIFTED ITSELF UP. FOR THEY WERE MEMBERS OF THE 15 CHAOTIC FIRE. AND SHE DID NOT KNOW THAT SHE HAD HARMED HERSELF. WHEN SHE CAST FORTH THE POWER, THE POWER WHICH SHE POSSESSED, SHE CAST IT FORTH FROM THE GENITALS. IT WAS THE DEMON, 20 A DECEIVER, WHO STIRRED UP THE WOMB IN EVERY FORM.  AND IN HER IGNORANCE, AS IF SHE WERE DOING A GREAT THING, SHE GRANTED THE DEMONS 25 AND THE WINDS A STAR EACH. FOR WITHOUT WIND AND STAR NOTHING HAPPENS UPON THE EARTH. FOR EVERY POWER IS FILLED BY THEM AFTER THEY WERE 30 RELEASED FROM THE DARKNESS AND THE FIRE AND THE POWER AND THE LIGHT. FOR IN THE PLACE WHERE THEIR DARKNESS AND THEIR FIRE WERE MIXED WITH EACH OTHER BEASTS WERE BROUGHT FORTH. AND IT WAS IN THE PLACE 35 OF THE DARKNESS, AND THE FIRE, AND THE POWER 28 OF THE MIND, AND THE LIGHT, THAT HUMAN BEINGS CAME INTO EXISTENCE. BEING FROM THE SPIRIT, THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT, MY EYE, EXISTS NOT IN EVERY MAN. 5 FOR BEFORE THE FLOOD CAME FROM THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS, RAIN CAME TO MEN. BUT THEN, IN ORDER THAT THE POWER WHICH IS IN THE TOWER MIGHT BE BROUGHT FORTH, 10 AND MIGHT REST UPON THE EARTH NATURE, WHICH HAD BEEN DISTURBED, WANTED TO HARM THE SEED WHICH WILL BE UPON THE EARTH AFTER THE FLOOD. 15 DEMONS WERE SENT TO THEM, AND A DEVIATION OF THE WINDS, AND A BURDEN OF THE ANGELS, AND A FEAR OF THE PROPHET, A CONDEMNATION OF SPEECH, THAT I MAY 20 TEACH YOU, O SHEM, FROM WHAT BLINDNESS YOUR RACE IS PROTECTED. WHEN I HAVE REVEALED TO YOU ALL THAT HAS BEEN SPOKEN, THEN THE RIGHTEOUS ONE WILL 25 SHINE UPON THE WORLD WITH MY GARMENT. AND THE NIGHT AND THE DAY WILL BE SEPARATED. FOR I SHALL HASTEN DOWN TO THE WORLD TO TAKE THE LIGHT OF THAT PLACE, THE ONE WHICH 30 FAITH POSSESSES. AND I SHALL APPEAR TO THOSE WHO WILL ACQUIRE THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT. FOR BECAUSE OF THEM MY MAJESTY APPEARED. WHEN 35 HE WILL HAVE APPEARED, O SHEM, UPON THE EARTH, [IN] THE PLACE WHICH WILL BE 29 CALLED SODOM, (THEN) SAFEGUARD THE INSIGHT WHICH I SHALL GIVE YOU. FOR THOSE WHOSE HEART WAS PURE WILL CONGREGATE TO YOU, 5 BECAUSE OF THE WORD WHICH YOU WILL REVEAL. FOR WHEN YOU APPEAR IN THE WORLD, DARK NATURE WILL SHAKE AGAINST YOU, 10 TOGETHER WITH THE WINDS AND A DEMON, THAT THEY MAY DESTROY THE INSIGHT. BUT YOU, PROCLAIM QUICKLY TO THE SODOMITES YOUR UNIVERSAL TEACHING, 15 FOR THEY ARE YOUR MEMBERS. FOR THE DEMON OF HUMAN FORM WILL PART FROM THAT PLACE BY MY WILL, SINCE HE IS IGNORANT. HE WILL GUARD THIS UTTERANCE. BUT THE 20 SODOMITES, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAJESTY, WILL BEAR WITNESS TO THE UNIVERSAL TESTIMONY. THEY WILL REST WITH A PURE CONSCIENCE IN THE PLACE 25 OF THEIR REPOSE, WHICH IS THE UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT. AND AS THESE THINGS WILL HAPPEN, SODOM WILL BE BURNED UNJUSTLY BY A BASE NATURE. 30 FOR THE EVIL WILL NOT CEASE IN ORDER THAT YOUR MAJESTY MAY REVEAL THAT PLACE. THEN 30 THE DEMON WILL DEPART WITH FAITH. AND THEN HE WILL APPEAR IN THE FOUR REGIONS OF THE WORLD. AND WHEN 5 FAITH APPEARS IN THE LAST LIKENESS, THEN WILL HER APPEARANCE BECOME MANIFEST. FOR THE FIRSTBORN IS THE DEMON WHO APPEARED IN THE UNION 10 OF NATURE WITH MANY FACES, IN ORDER THAT FAITH MIGHT APPEAR IN HIM. FOR WHEN HE APPEARS IN THE WORLD, EVIL PASSIONS WILL ARISE, 15 AND EARTHQUAKES, AND WARS, AND FAMINES, AND BLASPHEMIES. FOR BECAUSE OF HIM THE WHOLE WORLD WILL BE DISTURBED. FOR HE WILL SEEK THE POWER 20 OF FAITH AND LIGHT; HE WILL NOT FIND IT. FOR AT THAT TIME THE DEMON WILL ALSO APPEAR UPON THE RIVER TO BAPTIZE WITH A 25, IMPERFECT BAPTISM, AND TO TROUBLE THE WORLD WITH A BONDAGE OF WATER. BUT IT IS NECESSARY FOR ME TO APPEAR IN THE MEMBERS OF THE THOUGHT OF FAITH TO 30 REVEAL THE GREAT THINGS OF MY POWER. I SHALL SEPARATE IT FROM THE DEMON WHO IS SOLDAS. AND THE LIGHT WHICH HE POSSESSES FROM THE SPIRIT I SHALL MIX 35 WITH MY INVINCIBLE GARMENT, AS WELL AS HIM WHOM I SHALL REVEAL 31 IN THE DARKNESS FOR YOUR SAKE AND FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR RACE WHICH WILL BE PROTECTED FROM THE EVIL DARKNESS. KNOW, O SHEM, THAT WITHOUT 5 ELORCHAIOS AND AMOIAS AND STROPHAIAS AND CHELKEAK AND CHELKEA AND AILEOU, NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO PASS BY THIS WICKED REGION. FOR THIS IS MY MEMORIAL 10 THAT IN IT I HAVE BEEN VICTORIOUS OVER THE WICKED REGION. AND I HAVE TAKEN THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT FROM THE FRIGHTFUL WATER. FOR WHEN THE 15 APPOINTED DAYS OF THE DEMON DRAW NEAR HE WHO WILL BAPTIZE ERRINGLY, THEN I SHALL APPEAR IN THE BAPTISM OF THE DEMON TO REVEAL 20 WITH THE MOUTH OF FAITH A TESTIMONY TO THOSE WHO BELONG TO HER. I TESTIFY OF THEE, SPARK THE UNQUENCHABLE, OSEI, THE ELECT OF 25 THE LIGHT, THE EYE OF HEAVEN, AND FAITH, THE FIRST AND THE LAST, AND SOPHIA, AND SAPHAIA, AND SAPHAINA, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SPARK, AND THE 3° IMPURE LIGHT. AND YOU (SG.), EAST, AND WEST, AND NORTH, AND SOUTH, UPPER AIR AND LOWER AIR, AND ALL THE POWERS AND AUTHORITIES, 32 YOU (PL.) ARE IN NATURE. AND YOU (SG.), MOLUCHTHA AND SOCH ARE FROM EVERY WORK AND EVERY IMPURE EFFORT OF 5 NATURE. THEN I SHALL COME FROM THE DEMON DOWN TO THE WATER. AND WHIRLPOOLS OF WATER AND FLAMES OF FIRE WILL RISE UP AGAINST ME. THEN I 10 SHALL COME UP FROM THE WATER, HAVING PUT ON THE LIGHT OF FAITH AND THE UNQUENCHABLE FIRE, IN ORDER THAT THROUGH MY HELP THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT MAY CROSS, 15 SHE WHO HAS BEEN CAST IN THE WORLD BY THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS AND THE STARS. AND IN THEM I EVERY UNCHASTITY WILL BE FILLED.  FINALLY, O SHEM, CONSIDER 20 YOURSELF PLEASING IN THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT. DO NOT LET YOUR THOUGHT HAVE DEALINGS WITH THE FIRE AND THE BODY OF DARKNESS WHICH WAS AN UNCLEAN 25 WORK. THESE THINGS WHICH I TEACH YOU ARE RIGHT.  THIS IS THE PARAPHRASE: – FOR YOU DID NOT REMEMBER THAT IT IS FROM THE FIRMAMENT THAT 30 YOUR RACE HAS BEEN PROTECTED. – ELORCHAIOS IS THE NAME OF THE GREAT LIGHT, THE PLACE FROM WHICH I HAVE COME, THE WORD WHICH HAS NO EQUAL. AND THE LIKENESS IS MY HONORED GARMENT. 35 AND DERDERKEAS IS THE NAME OF HIS WORD IN 33 THE VOICE OF THE LIGHT. AND STROPHAIA IS THE BLESSED GLANCE WHICH IS THE SPIRIT. AND IT IS CHELKEACH, WHO IS MY GARMENT, 5 WHO HAS COME FROM THE ASTONISHMENT, WHO WAS IN THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN WHICH APPEARED, AS A TRIMORPHIC CLOUD. AND CHELKEA IS MY GARMENT 10 WHICH HAS TWO FORMS, HE WHO WAS IN THE CLOUD OF SILENCE. AND CHELKE IS MY GARMENT WHICH WAS GIVEN HIM FROM EVERY REGION; IT WAS GIVEN HIM IN A SINGLE FORM 15 FROM THE GREATNESS, HE WHO WAS IN THE CLOUD OF THE MIDDLE REGION. AND THE STAR OF THE LIGHT WHICH WAS MENTIONED IS MY INVINCIBLE GARMENT WHICH 20 I WORE IN HADES; THIS (I.E. THE STAR OF THE LIGHT) IS THE MERCY WHICH SURPASSES THE THOUGHT AND THE TESTIMONY OF THOSE WHO BEAR WITNESS. AND THE TESTIMONY WHICH HAS BEEN MENTIONED: 25 THE FIRST AND THE LAST, FAITH, THE MIND OF THE WIND OF DARKNESS. AND SOPHAIA AND SAPHAINA ARE IN THE CLOUD OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SEPARATED FROM THE CHAOTIC FIRE. 30 AND THE RIGHTEOUS SPARK IS THE CLOUD OF LIGHT WHICH HAS SHONE IN YOUR (PL.) MIDST. FOR IN IT (I.E. THE CLOUD OF LIGHT) MY GARMENT WILL GO DOWN TO CHAOS. BUT THE 34 IMPURE LIGHT, WHICH APPEARED IN THE DARKNESS (AND) WHICH BELONGS TO DARK NATURE, IS A POWER. AND THE UPPER AIR AND THE LOWER AIR, AND THE 5 POWERS AND THE AUTHORITIES, THE DEMONS AND THE STARS, THESE POSSESSED A PARTICLE OF FIRE AND A LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT. AND MOLUCHTHAS IS A WIND, 30 FOR WITHOUT IT NOTHING IS BROUGHT FORTH UPON THE EARTH. HE HAS A LIKENESS OF A SERPENT AND A UNICORN. HIS PROTRUSION(S), ARE MANIFOLD WINGS. 15 AND THE REMAINDER IS THE WOMB WHICH HAS BEEN DISTURBED. YOU ARE BLESSED, SHEM, FOR YOUR RACE HAS BEEN PROTECTED FROM THE DARK WIND WHICH IS MANY-FACED. AND THEY WILL 20 BEAR THE UNIVERSAL TESTIMONY AND (BEAR WITNESS) TO THE IMPURE PRACTICE OF (NATURE). AND THEY WILL BECOME SUBLIME THROUGH THE REMINDER OF THE LIGHT. O SHEM, 25 NO ONE WHO WEARS THE BODY WILL BE ABLE TO COMPLETE THESE THINGS. BUT THROUGH I REMEMBRANCE HE WILL BE ABLE TO GRASP THEM, IN ORDER THAT, WHEN HIS THOUGHT SEPARATES FROM THE BODY, 30 THEN THESE THINGS MAY BE REVEALED TO HIM. THEY HAVE BEEN REVEALED TO YOUR RACE. O SHEM, IT IS DIFFICULT FOR SOMEONE WEARING A BODY TO COMPLETE [THESE THINGS, AS] I SAID TO YOU. 35 AND IT IS A SMALL NUMBER THAT WILL' COMPLETE THEM, THOSE WHO POSSESS THE PARTICLE OF THE MIND AND THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT OF THE 5 SPIRIT. THEY WILL KEEP THEIR MIND FROM THE IMPURE PRACTICE. FOR MANY IN THE RACE OF NATURE WILL SEEK THE SECURITY OF THE POWER. THEY WILL NOT FIND IT, NOR 10 WILL THEY BE ABLE TO DO THE WILL OF FAITH. FOR THEY ARE SEED OF THE UNIVERSAL DARKNESS. AND THOSE WHO FIND THEM ARE IN MUCH SUFFERING. THE WINDS 15 AND THE DEMONS WILL HATE THEM. AND THE BONDAGE OF THE BODY IS SEVERE. FOR WHERE THE WINDS, AND THE STARS, AND THE DEMONS CAST FORTH FROM THE POWER 20 OF THE SPIRIT, (THERE) REPENTANCE AND TESTIMONY WILL APPEAR UPON THEM, AND MERCY WILL LEAD THEM TO THE UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT. 25 AND THOSE WHO ARE REPENTANT WILL FIND REST IN THE CONSUMMATION AND FAITH, IN THE PLACE OF THE HYMEN. THIS IS THE FAITH WHICH WILL 30 FILL THE PLACE WHICH HAS BEEN LEFT EMPTY. BUT THOSE WHO DO NOT SHARE IN THE SPIRIT OF LIGHT AND IN FAITH WILL DISSOLVE IN THE [DARKNESS], THE PLACE 36 WHERE REPENTANCE DID NOT COME.' IT IS I WHO OPENED THE ETERNAL GATES WHICH WERE SHUT FROM THE BEGINNING. TO THOSE WHO LONG FOR THE BEST OF 5 LIFE, AND THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY OF THE REPOSE, HE REVEALED THEM. I GRANTED PERCEPTION TO THOSE WHO PERCEIVE. I DISCLOSE TO THEM 10 ALL THE THOUGHTS AND THE TEACHING OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONES. AND I DID NOT BECOME THEIR ENEMY AT ALL. BUT WHEN I HAD ENDURED THE WRATH OF THE WORLD, I WAS VICTORIOUS. THERE WAS NOT 15 ONE OF THEM WHO KNEW ME. THE GATES OF FIRE AND ENDLESS SMOKE OPENED AGAINST ME. ALL THE WINDS ROSE UP AGAINST ME. THE THUNDERINGS AND THE 20 LIGHTNING-FLASHES FOR A TIME WILL RISE UP AGAINST ME. AND THEY WILL BRING THEIR WRATH UPON ME. AND ON ACCOUNT OF ME ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, THEY WILL RULE OVER THEM ACCORDING TO KIND. 25 AND MANY WHO WEAR ERRING FLESH WILL GO DOWN TO THE HARMFUL WATERS THROUGH THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS. AND THEY ARE BOUND BY THE WATER. 30 AND HE WILL HEAL WITH A FUTILE REMEDY. HE WILL LEAD ASTRAY, AND HE WILL BIND THE WORLD. AND THOSE THAT DO THE WILL OF NATURE, THEIR PART WILL [...] 37 TWO TIMES IN THE DAY OF THE WATER AND THE FORMS OF NATURE. AND IT WILL NOT BE GRANTED THEM, WHEN FAITH DISTURBS THEM 5 IN ORDER TO TAKE TO HERSELF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE. SHEM, IT IS NECESSARY THAT THE THOUGHT BE CALLED BY THE WORD IN ORDER THAT THE BONDAGE OF THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT MAY BE SAVED FROG THE FRIGHTFUL 10 WATER. AND IT IS BLESSEDNESS IF IT IS GRANTED SOMEONE TO CONTEMPLATE THE EXALTED ONE, AND TO KNOW THE EXALTED TIME AND THE BONDAGE. FOR THE WATER IS A 15 INSIGNIFICANT BODY. AND MEN ARE NOT RELEASED, SINCE THEY ARE BOUND IN THE WATER, JUST AS FROM THE BEGINNING THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT WAS BOUND. O SHEM, THEY ARE DECEIVED 20 BY MANIFOLD DEMONS, THINKING THAT THROUGH BAPTISM WITH THE UNCLEANNESS OF WATER, THAT WHICH IS DARK, FEEBLE, IDLE, 25 (AND) DISTURBING, HE WILL TAKE AWAY THE SINS. AND THEY DO NOT KNOW THAT FROM THE WATER TO THE WATER THERE IS BONDAGE, AND ERROR AND UNCHASTITY, 30 ENVY, MURDER, ADULTERY, FALSE WITNESS, HERESIES, ROBBERIES, LUSTS, BABBLINGS, WRATH, BITTERNESS, 35, GREAT ...38 THEREFORE THERE ARE MANY DEATHS WHICH BURDEN THEIR THOUGHTS. FOR I FORETELL IT TO THOSE WHO HAVE A HEART. 5 THEY WILL REFRAIN FROM THE IMPURE BAPTISM. AND THOSE WHO TAKE HEART FROM THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT WILL NOT HAVE DEALINGS WITH THE IMPURE PRACTICE. 10 AND THEIR HEART WILL NOT EXPIRE, NOR WILL THEY CURSE. AND THE WATER – <NOR> WILL THEY BE GIVEN HONOR. WHERE THE CURSE IS, THERE IS THE DEFICIENCY. 15 AND THE BLINDNESS IS WHERE THE HONOR IS. FOR IF THEY MIX WITH THE EVIL ONES, THEY BECOME EMPTY IN THE DARK WATER.  FOR WHERE THE WATER HAS BEEN 20 MENTIONED, THERE IS NATURE, AND THE OATH, AND THE LIE, AND THE LOSS. FOR ONLY IN THE UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT, WHERE THE EXALTED LIGHT RESTED, 25 HAS THE WATER NOT BEEN MENTIONED, NOR CAN IT BE MENTIONED. FOR THIS IS MY APPEARANCE: FOR WHEN I HAVE 30 COMPLETED THE TIMES WHICH ARE ASSIGNED TO ME UPON THE EARTH, THEN I WILL CAST FROM ME [MY GARMENT OF FIRE (?)]. AND 39 MY UNEQUALLED GARMENT WILL COME FORTH UPON ME, AND ALSO ALL MY GARMENTS WHICH I PUT ON IN ALL THE CLOUDS 5 WHICH WERE FROM THE ASTONISHMENT OF THE SPIRIT. FOR THE AIR WILL TEAR MY GARMENT. FOR IT (I.E. MY GARMENT) WILL SHINE, AND IT WILL DIVIDE ALL THE CLOUDS UP TO 10 THE ROOT OF THE LIGHT. THE REPOSE IS THE MIND AND MY GARMENT. AND MY REMAINING GARMENTS, THOSE ON THE LEFT AND THOSE ON THE RIGHT, WILL SHINE 15 ON THE BACK IN ORDER THAT THE IMAGE OF THE LIGHT MAY APPEAR. FOR MY GARMENTS WHICH I PUT ON IN THE THREE CLOUDS, IN THE LAST DAY THEY 20 WILL REST IN THEIR ROOT, I.E. IN THE UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT, SINCE THEY ARE WITHOUT FAULT, THROUGH THE DIVISION OF (THE) CLOUDS. THEREFORE, I HAVE APPEARED, 25 BEING FAULTLESS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE CLOUDS, BECAUSE THEY ARE UNEQUAL, IN ORDER THAT THE WICKEDNESS OF NATURE MIGHT BE ENDED. FOR SHE WISHED AT THAT TIME 30 TO SNARE ME. SHE WAS ABOUT TO FIX (TO THE CROSS) SOLDAS WHO IS THE DARK FLAME, WHO ATTENDED ON THE [...] OF ERROR, 40 THAT HE MIGHT SNARE ME. SHE TOOK CARE OF HER FAITH, BEING VAINGLORIOUS. AND AT THAT TIME 5 THE LIGHT WAS ABOUT TO SEPARATE FROM THE DARKNESS, AND A VOICE WAS HEARD IN THE WORLD, SAYING, "BLESSED IS THE EYE WHICH HAS SEEN THEE, AND THE MIND WHICH HAS 10 SUPPORTED THY MAJESTY AT MY DESIRE." IT WILL BE SAID BY THE EXALTED ONE, "BLESSED IS REBOUEL AMONG EVERY RACE OF MEN, FOR IT IS YOU (FERN.) ALONE 15 WHO HAVE SEEN." AND SHE WILL LISTEN. AND THEY WILL BEHEAD THE WOMAN WHO HAS THE PERCEPTION, WHOM YOU WILL REVEAL UPON THE EARTH. AND ACCORDING TO 20 MY WILL SHE WILL BEAR WITNESS, AND SHE WILL CEASE FROM EVERY VAIN EFFORT OF NATURE AND CHAOS. FOR THE WOMAN WHOM THEY WILL BEHEAD AT THAT 25 TIME IS THE COHERENCE OF THE POWER OF THE DEMON WHO WILL BAPTIZE THE SEED OF DARKNESS IN SEVERITY, THAT IT (I.E. THE SEED) MAY MIX WITH UNCHASTITY. 30 HE BEGOT A WOMAN. SHE WAS CALLED REBOUEL. SEE, O SHEM, HOW ALL THE THINGS I HAVE SAID TO YOU HAVE BEEN FULFILLED. [AND ...AND THE THINGS WHICH] YOU 41 LACK, ACCORDING TO MY WILL THEY WILL APPEAR TO YOU AT THAT PLACE UPON THE EARTH THAT YOU MAY REVEAL THEM 5 AS THEY ARE. DO NOT LET YOUR THOUGHT HAVE DEALINGS WITH THE BODY. FOR I HAVE SAID THESE THINGS TO YOU, THROUGH THE VOICE OF THE FIRE, FOR I ENTERED THROUGH 10 THE MIDST OF THE CLOUDS. AND I SPOKE ACCORDING TO THE LANGUAGE OF EACH ONE. THIS IS MY LANGUAGE WHICH I SPOKE TO YOU. AND IT WILL BE TAKEN FROM YOU. AND YOU WILL SPEAK WITH THE VOICE OF THE WORLD IS UPON THE EARTH. AND IT WILL APPEAR TO YOU WITH THAT APPEARANCE AND VOICE, AND ALL THAT I HAVE SAID TO YOU. HENCEFORTH PROCEED WITH FAITH 20 TO SHINE IN THE DEPTHS OF THE WORLD. AND I, SHEM, AWOKE AS IF FROM A LONG SLEEP. I MARVELED WHEN I RECEIVED THE POWER OF THE LIGHT AND HIS WHOLE THOUGHT. 25 AND I PROCEEDED WITH FAITH TO SHINE WITH ME. AND THE RIGHTEOUS ONE FOLLOWED US WITH MY INVINCIBLE GARMENT. AND ALL THAT HE HAD TOLD ME 30 WOULD HAPPEN UPON THE EARTH HAPPENED. NATURE WAS HANDED OVER TO FAITH, THAT SHE (I.E. FAITH) MIGHT OVERTURN HER AND THAT SHE (I.E. NATURE) MIGHT STAND IN THE DARKNESS. SHE BROUGHT FORTH A 42 TURNING MOTION WHILE WANDERING NIGHT AND DAY WITHOUT RECEIVING REST WITH THE SOULS.  THESE THINGS COMPLETED HER 5 DEEDS. THEN I REJOICED IN THE THOUGHT OF THE LIGHT. I CAME FORTH FROM THE DARKNESS AND I WALKED IN FAITH WHERE THE FORMS OF 10 NATURE ARE, UP TO THE TOP OF THE EARTH, TO THE THINGS WHICH ARE PREPARED. THY FAITH IS UPON THE EARTH THE WHOLE DAY. FOR ALL NIGHT AND DAY, SHE SURROUNDS 15 NATURE TO TAKE TO HERSELF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE. FOR NATURE IS BURDENED, AND SHE IS TROUBLED. FOR NONE WILL BE ABLE TO OPEN THE FORMS OF THE WOMB EXCEPT THE MIND 20 ALONE WHO WAS ENTRUSTED WITH THEIR LIKENESS. FOR FRIGHTFUL IS THEIR LIKENESS OF THE TWO FORMS OF NATURE, THE ONE WHICH IS BLIND. BUT THEY WHO HAVE 25 A FREE CONSCIENCE, REMOVE THEMSELVES FROM THE BABBLING OF NATURE. FOR THEY WILL BEAR WITNESS TO THE UNIVERSAL TESTIMONY; 30 THEY WILL STRIP OFF THE BURDEN OF DARKNESS; THEY WILL PUT ON THE WORD OF THE LIGHT; AND THEY WILL NOT BE KEPT BACK 43 IN THE INSIGNIFICANT PLACE. AND WHAT THEY POSSESS FROM THE POWER OF THE MIND THEY WILL GIVE TO FAITH. THEY WILL 5 BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT' GRIEF. AND THE CHAOTIC FIRE WHICH THEY POSSESS THEY WILL PLACE IN THE MIDDLE REGION OF NATURE. AND THEY WILL BE RECEIVED 10 BY MY GARMENTS, THOSE WHICH ARE IN THE CLOUDS. IT IS THEY WHO GUIDE THEIR MEMBERS. THEY WILL REST IN THE SPIRIT WITHOUT SUFFERING. AND BECAUSE OF THIS THE 15 APPOINTED TERM OF FAITH APPEARED UPON THE EARTH FOR A SHORT TIME, UNTIL THE DARKNESS IS TAKEN AWAY FROM HER, AND HER TESTIMONY IS REVEALED 20 WHICH WAS REVEALED BY ME. THEY WHO WILL PROVE TO BE FROM HER ROOT WILL STRIP OFF THE DARKNESS AND THE CHAOTIC FIRE. 25 THEY WILL PUT ON THE LIGHT OF THE MIND AND THEY WILL BEAR WITNESS. FOR ALL THAT I HAVE SAID MUST HAPPEN. AFTER I CEASE TO BE UPON THE EARTH AND 30 WITHDRAW UP TO MY REST, A GREAT, EVIL ERROR WILL COME UPON THE WORLD, AND MANY EVILS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NUMBER OF THE FORMS OF 44 NATURE. EVIL TIMES WILL COME. AND WHEN THE ERA OF NATURE IS APPROACHING DESTRUCTION, DARKNESS WILL 5 COME UPON THE EARTH. THE NUMBER WILL BE SMALL. AND A DEMON WILL COME UP FROM THE POWER WHO HAS A LIKENESS OF FIRE. HE WILL DIVIDE THE HEAVEN, (AND) HE WILL REST 10 IN THE DEPTH OF THE EAST. FOR THE WHOLE WORLD WILL QUAKE. AND THE DECEIVED WORLD WILL BE THROWN INTO CONFUSION. MANY PLACES WILL BE FLOODED BECAUSE OF 15 ENVY OF THE WINDS AND THE DEMONS WHO HAVE A NAME WHICH IS SENSELESS: PHORBEA, CHLOERGA. THEY ARE THE ONES WHO GOVERN THE WORLD WITH THEIR TEACHING. AND THEY LEAD ASTRAY 20 MANY HEARTS BECAUSE OF THEIR DISORDER AND THEIR UNCHASTITY. MANY PLACES WILL BE SPRINKLED WITH BLOOD. AND FIVE RACES BY THEMSELVES 25 WILL EAT THEIR SONS. BUT THE REGIONS OF THE SOUTH WILL RECEIVE THE WORD OF THE LIGHT. BUT THEY WHO ARE FROM THE ERROR OF THE WORLD 30 AND FROM THE EAST. A DEMON WILL COME FORTH FROM (THE) BELLY OF THE SERPENT. HE WAS 45 IN HIDING IN A DESOLATE PLACE. HE WILL PERFORM MANY WONDERS. MANY WILL LOATHE HIM. A WIND WILL COME FORTH FROM HIS MOUTH WITH A FEMALE LIKENESS. HER NAME WILL BE CALLED ABALPHE. HE WILL REIGN OVER THE WORLD FROM THE EAST TO THE WEST. THEN NATURE WILL HAVE 10 A FINAL OPPORTUNITY. AND THE STARS WILL CEASE FROM THE SKY. THE MOUTH OF ERROR WILL BE OPENED IN ORDER THAT THE EVIL DARKNESS MAY BECOME IDLE AND SILENT. AND IN THE LAST DAY 15 THE FORMS OF NATURE WILL BE DESTROYED WITH THE WINDS AND ALL THEIR DEMONS; THEY' WILL BECOME A DARK LUMP, JUST AS THEY WERE 20 FROM THE BEGINNING. AND THE SWEET WATERS WHICH WERE BURDENED BY THE DEMONS WILL PERISH. FOR WHERE THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT HAS GONE 25 THERE ARE MY SWEET WATERS. THE OTHER WORKS OF NATURE WILL NOT BE MANIFEST. THEY WILL MIX WITH THE INFINITE WATERS OF DARKNESS. 30 AND ALL HER FORMS WILL CEASE FROM THE MIDDLE REGION. I, SHEM, HAVE COMPLETED THESE THINGS. AND MY MIND BEGAN TO SEPARATE FROM THE BODY OF DARKNESS. MY 46 TIME WAS COMPLETED. AND MY MIND PUT ON THE IMMORTAL MEMORIAL. AND I SAID, "I AGREE WITH THY 5 MEMORIAL WHICH THOU HAST REVEALED TO ME: ELORCHAOIS, AND THOU, AMOIAIAI, AND THOU, SEDERKEAS, AND THEY GUILELESSNESS, STROPHAIAS, AND THOU, CHELKEAK, 10 AND THOU, CHELKEA, AND CHELKE AND ELAIE, YOU (PL.) ARE THE IMMORTAL MEMORIAL. I TESTIFY TO THEE, SPARK, THE UNQUENCHABLE ONE, WHO IS AN EYE 15 OF HEAVEN AND A VOICE OF LIGHT, AND SOPHAIA, AND SAPHAIA, AND SAPHAINA, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SPARK, AND FAITH, THE FIRST AND THE LAST, AND THE UPPER AIR AND LOWER 20 AIR, (AND THOU, CHELKEAK, AND CHELKE AND ELAIE, YOU (PL.) ARE THE IMMORAL MEMORIAL. I TESTIFY TO THEE, SPARK, THE UNQUENCHABLE ONE, WHO IS AN EYE OF HEAVEN 25 AND A VOICE OF LIGHT, AND SOPHAIA, AND SAPHAIA, AND SAPHAINA, AND THE RIGHTEOUS SPARK, AND FAITH, THE FIRST AND THE LAST, AND THE UPPER AIR AND THE LOWER AIR,) AND 30 ALL THE POWERS AND THE AUTHORITIES THAT ARE IN THE WORLD. AND YOU, IMPURE LIGHT, AND YOU (SG.) ALSO, EAST, AND WEST, AND SOUTH, AND 35 NORTH, YOU (PL.) ARE THE ZONES 47 OF THE INHABITED WORLD. AND YOU (FERN. SG.) ALSO MOLUCHTHA AND ESSOCH, YOU (PL.) ARE THE ROOT OF EVIL AND EVERY WORK AND 5 IMPURE EFFORT OF NATURE." THESE ARE THE THINGS WHICH I COMPLETED WHILE BEARING WITNESS. I AM SHEM. ON THE DAY THAT I WAS TO COME FORTH FROM (THE) BODY, WHEN MY THOUGHT 10 REMAINED IN (THE) BODY, I AWOKE AS IF FROM A LONG SLEEP. AND WHEN I AROSE AS IT WERE FROM THE BURDEN OF MY BODY, I SAID, JUST AS NATURE BECAME OLD, 15 SO IS IT ALSO IN THE DAY OF MANKIND. BLESSED ARE THEY WHO KNEW, WHEN THEY SLEPT, IN WHAT POWER THEIR THOUGHT RESTED. 20 AND WHEN THE PLEIADES SEPARATED, I SAW CLOUDS WHICH I SHALL PASS BY. FOR THE CLOUD OF THE SPIRIT IS LIKE A PURE BERYL. 25 AND THE CLOUD OF THE HYMEN IS LIKE A SHINING EMERALD. AND THE CLOUD OF SILENCE IS LIKE A FLOURISHING AMARANTH. AND 30 THE CLOUD OF THE MIDDLE REGION IS LIKE A PURE JACINTH. AND WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS ONE APPEARED IN NATURE, THEN – WHEN NATURE 35 WAS ANGRY – SHE FELT HURT, AND SHE GRANTED 48 TO MORPHAIA TO VISIT HEAVEN. THE RIGHTEOUS ONE VISITS DURING TWELVE PERIODS THAT HE MAY VISIT THEM DURING ONE 5 PERIOD, IN ORDER THAT HIS TIME MAY BE COMPLETED QUICKLY, AND NATURE MAY BECOME IDLE. BLESSED ARE THEY WHO GUARD THEMSELVES AGAINST THE 10 HERITAGE OF DEATH, WHICH IS THE BURDENSOME WATER OF DARKNESS. FOR IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE TO CONQUER THEM IN A FEW MOMENTS, SINCE THEY HASTEN TO COME FORTH FROM THE ERROR OF THE 15, WORLD. AND IF THEY ARE CONQUERED, THEY WILL BE KEPT BACK FROM THEM AND BE TORMENTED IN THE DARKNESS UNTIL THE TIME OF THE CONSUMMATION. WHEN THE CONSUMMATION 20 HAS COME AND NATURE HAS BEEN DESTROYED, THEN THEIR THOUGHTS WILL SEPARATE FROM THE DARKNESS. NATURE HAS BURDENED THEM FOR A SHORT TIME. AND THEY 25 WILL BE IN THE INEFFABLE LIGHT OF THE UNBEGOTTEN SPIRIT WITHOUT A FORM. AND THUS, IS THE MIND AS I HAVE SAID FROM 30 THE FIRST. HENCEFORTH, O SHEM, GO IN GRACE AND CONTINUE IN FAITH UPON THE EARTH. FOR EVERY POWER OF LIGHT AND FIRE WILL BE COMPLETED BY ME 49 BECAUSE OF YOU. FOR WITHOUT YOU THEY WILL NOT BE REVEALED UNTIL YOU SPEAK THEM OPENLY. WHEN YOU CEASE TO BE UPON THE EARTH, THEY WILL 5 BE GIVEN TO THE WORTHY ONES. AND APART FROM THIS PROCLAMATION, LET THEM SPEAK ABOUT YOU UPON THE EARTH, SINCE THEY WILL TAKE THE CAREFREE AND AGREEABLE LAND. 
PLATO, REPUBLIC 588A-589B
"SINCE WE HAVE COME TO THIS POINT IN A DISCUSSION, LET US AGAIN TAKE UP THE FIRST THINGS THAT WERE SAID TO US. AND WE WILL FIND THAT HE SAYS, 'GOOD IS HE WHO HAS BEEN DONE INJUSTICE COMPLETELY. HE IS GLORIFIED JUSTLY.' IS NOT THIS HOW HE WAS REPROACHED?" "THIS IS CERTAINLY THE FITTING WAY!" AND I SAID, "NOW THEN, WE HAVE SPOKEN BECAUSE HE SAID THAT HE WHO DOES INJUSTICE AND HE WHO DOES JUSTICE EACH HAS A FORCE." ''HOW THEN?" "HE SAID, 'AN IMAGE THAT HAS NO LIKENESS IS THE RATIONALITY OF SOUL,' SO THAT HE WHO SAID THESE THINGS WILL UNDERSTAND. HE [...] OR NOT? WE [...] IS FOR ME. BUT ALL [...] WHO TOLD THEM [...] RULER, THESE NOW HAVE BECOME NATURAL CREATURES - EVEN CHIMAERA AND CERBERUS AND ALL THE REST THAT WERE MENTIONED. THEY ALL CAME DOWN AND THEY CAST OFF FORMS AND IMAGES. AND THEY ALL BECAME A SINGLE IMAGE. IT WAS SAID, 'WORK NOW!' CERTAINLY, IT IS A SINGLE IMAGE THAT BECAME THE IMAGE OF A COMPLEX BEAST WITH MANY HEADS. SOME DAYS INDEED IT IS LIKE THE IMAGE OF A WILD BEAST. THEN IT IS ABLE TO CAST OFF THE FIRST IMAGE. AND ALL THESE HARD AND DIFFICULT FORMS EMANATE FROM IT WITH EFFORT, SINCE THESE ARE FORMED NOW WITH ARROGANCE. AND ALSO, ALL THE REST THAT ARE LIKE THEM ARE FORMED NOW THROUGH THE WORD. FOR NOW, IT IS A SINGLE IMAGE. FOR THE IMAGE OF THE LION IS THE ONE THING AND THE IMAGE OF THE MAN IS ANOTHER. [...] SINGLE [...] IS THE [...] OF [...] JOIN. AND THIS [...] MUCH MORE COMPLEX THAN THE FIRST. AND THE SECOND IS SMALL." "IT HAS BEEN FORMED." "NOW THEN, JOIN THEM TO EACH OTHER AND MAKE THEM A SINGLE ONE - FOR THEY ARE THREE - SO THAT THEY GROW TOGETHER, AND ALL ARE IN A SINGLE IMAGE OUTSIDE OF THE IMAGE OF THE MAN JUST LIKE HIM WHO IS UNABLE TO SEE THE THINGS INSIDE HIM. BUT WHAT IS OUTSIDE ONLY IS WHAT HE SEES. AND IT IS APPARENT WHAT CREATURE HIS IMAGE IS IN AND THAT HE WAS FORMED IN A HUMAN IMAGE. "AND I SPOKE TO HIM WHO SAID THAT THERE IS PROFIT IN THE DOING OF INJUSTICE FOR THE MAN. HE WHO DOES INJUSTICE TRULY DOES NOT PROFIT NOR DOES HE BENEFIT. BUT WHAT IS PROFITABLE FOR HIM IS THIS: THAT HE CAST DOWN EVERY IMAGE OF THE EVIL BEAST AND TRAMPLE THEM ALONG WITH THE IMAGES OF THE LION. BUT THE MAN IS IN WEAKNESS IN THIS REGARD. AND ALL THE THINGS THAT HE DOES ARE WEAK. AS A RESULT, HE IS DRAWN TO THE PLACE WHERE HE SPENDS TIME WITH THEM. [...]. AND HE [...] TO HIM IN[...]. BUT HE BRINGS ABOUT [...] ENMITY [...]. AND WITH STRIFE THEY DEVOUR EACH OTHER AMONG THEMSELVES. YES, ALL THESE THINGS HE SAID TO EVERYONE WHO PRAISES THE DOING OF INJUSTICE." "THEN IS IT NOT PROFITABLE FOR HIM WHO SPEAKS JUSTLY?" "AND IF HE DOES THESE THINGS AND SPEAKS IN THEM, WITHIN THE MAN THEY TAKE HOLD FIRMLY. THEREFORE, ESPECIALLY HE STRIVES TO TAKE CARE OF THEM AND HE NOURISHES THEM JUST LIKE THE FARMER NOURISHES HIS PRODUCE DAILY. AND THE WILD BEASTS KEEP IT FROM GROWING. 
THE PRAYER OF THE APOSTLE PAUL
(APPROXIMATELY TWO LINES ARE MISSING.) ...YOUR LIGHT, GIVE ME YOUR MERCY! MY REDEEMER, REDEEM ME, FOR I AM YOURS; THE ONE WHO HAS COME FORTH FROM YOU. YOU ARE MY MIND; BRING ME FORTH! YOU ARE MY TREASURE HOUSE; OPEN FOR ME! YOU ARE MY FULLNESS; TAKE ME TO YOU! YOU ARE (MY) REPOSE; GIVE ME THE PERFECT THING THAT CANNOT BE GRASPED! I INVOKE YOU, THE ONE WHO IS AND WHO PRE-EXISTED IN THE NAME WHICH IS EXALTED ABOVE EVERY NAME, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, THE LORD OF LORDS, THE KING OF THE AGES; GIVE ME YOUR GIFTS, OF WHICH YOU DO NOT REPENT, THROUGH THE SON OF MAN, THE SPIRIT, THE PARACLETE OF TRUTH. GIVE ME AUTHORITY WHEN I ASK YOU; GIVE HEALING FOR MY BODY WHEN I ASK YOU THROUGH THE EVANGELIST, AND REDEEM MY ETERNAL LIGHT SOUL AND MY SPIRIT. AND THE FIRSTBORN OF THE PLEROMA OF GRACE -- REVEAL HIM TO MY MIND! GRANT WHAT NO ANGEL EYE HAS SEEN AND NO ARCHON EAR (HAS) HEARD, AND WHAT HAS NOT ENTERED INTO THE HUMAN HEART WHICH CAME TO BE ANGELIC AND (MODELLED) AFTER THE IMAGE OF THE PSYCHIC GOD WHEN IT WAS FORMED IN THE BEGINNING, SINCE I HAVE FAITH AND HOPE. AND PLACE UPON ME YOUR BELOVED, ELECT, AND BLESSED GREATNESS, THE FIRST-BORN, THE FIRST-BEGOTTEN, AND THE WONDERFUL MYSTERY OF YOUR HOUSE; FOR YOURS IS THE POWER AND THE GLORY AND THE PRAISE AND THE GREATNESS FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN. PRAYER OF PAUL (THE) APOSTLE.  IN PEACE.  CHRIST IS HOLY.  
THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THIS THE PRAYER THAT THEY SPOKE: "WE GIVE THANKS TO YOU! EVERY SOUL AND HEART IS LIFTED UP TO YOU, UNDISTURBED NAME, HONORED WITH THE NAME 'GOD' AND PRAISED WITH THE NAME 'FATHER', FOR TO EVERYONE AND EVERYTHING (COMES) THE FATHERLY KINDNESS AND AFFECTION AND LOVE, AND ANY TEACHING THERE MAY BE THAT IS SWEET AND PLAIN, GIVING US MIND, SPEECH, (AND) KNOWLEDGE: MIND, SO THAT WE MAY UNDERSTAND YOU, SPEECH, SO THAT WE MAY EXPOUND YOU, KNOWLEDGE, SO THAT WE MAY KNOW YOU. WE REJOICE, HAVING BEEN ILLUMINATED BY YOUR KNOWLEDGE. WE REJOICE BECAUSE YOU HAVE SHOWN US YOURSELF. WE REJOICE BECAUSE WHILE WE WERE IN (THE) BODY, YOU, HAVE MADE US DIVINE THROUGH YOUR KNOWLEDGE. "THE THANKSGIVING OF THE MAN WHO ATTAINS TO YOU IS ONE THING: THAT WE KNOW YOU. WE HAVE KNOWN YOU, INTELLECTUAL LIGHT. LIFE OF LIFE, WE HAVE KNOWN YOU. WOMB OF EVERY CREATURE, WE HAVE KNOWN YOU. WOMB PREGNANT WITH THE NATURE OF THE FATHER, WE HAVE KNOWN YOU. ETERNAL PERMANENCE OF THE BEGETTING FATHER, THUS HAVE WE WORSHIPED YOUR GOODNESS. THERE IS ONE PETITION THAT WE ASK: WE WOULD BE PRESERVED IN KNOWLEDGE. AND THERE IS ONE PROTECTION THAT WE DESIRE: THAT WE NOT STUMBLE IN THIS KIND OF LIFE." WHEN THEY HAD SAID THESE THINGS IN THE PRAYER, THEY EMBRACED EACH OTHER AND THEY WENT TO EAT THEIR HOLY FOOD, WHICH HAS NO BLOOD IN IT. SCRIBAL NOTE: I HAVE COPIED THIS ONE DISCOURSE OF HIS. INDEED, VERY MANY HAVE COME TO ME. I HAVE NOT COPIED THEM BECAUSE I THOUGHT THAT THEY HAD COME TO YOU (PL.). ALSO, I HESITATE TO COPY THESE FOR YOU BECAUSE, PERHAPS THEY HAVE (ALREADY) COME TO YOU, AND THE MATTER MAY BURDEN YOU. SINCE THE DISCOURSES OF THAT ONE, WHICH HAVE COME TO ME, ARE NUMEROUS ...  
THE SECOND TREATISE OF THE GREAT SETH
AND THE PERFECT MAJESTY IS AT REST IN THE INEFFABLE LIGHT, IN THE TRUTH OF THE MOTHER OF ALL THESE, AND ALL OF YOU THAT ATTAIN TO ME, TO ME ALONE WHO AM PERFECT, BECAUSE OF THE WORD. FOR I EXIST WITH ALL THE GREATNESS OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH IS A FRIEND TO US AND OUR KINDRED ALIKE, SINCE I BROUGHT FORTH A WORD TO THE GLORY OF OUR FATHER, THROUGH HIS GOODNESS, AS WELL AS AN IMPERISHABLE THOUGHT; THAT IS, THE WORD WITHIN HIM - IT IS SLAVERY THAT WE SHALL DIE WITH CHRIST - AND AN IMPERISHABLE AND UNDEFILED THOUGHT, AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE MARVEL, THE WRITING OF THE INEFFABLE WATER WHICH IS THE WORD FROM US. IT IS I WHO AM IN YOU, AND YOU ARE IN ME, JUST AS THE FATHER IS IN YOU IN INNOCENCE. LET US GATHER AN ASSEMBLY TOGETHER. LET US VISIT THAT CREATION OF HIS. LET US SEND SOMEONE FORTH IN IT, JUST AS HE VISITED (THE) ENNOIAS, THE REGIONS BELOW. AND I SAID THESE THINGS TO THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE MULTITUDINOUS ASSEMBLY OF THE REJOICING MAJESTY. THE WHOLE HOUSE OF THE FATHER OF TRUTH REJOICED THAT I AM THE ONE WHO IS FROM THEM. I PRODUCED THOUGHT ABOUT THE ENNOIAS WHICH CAME OUT OF THE UNDEFILED SPIRIT, ABOUT THE DESCENT UPON THE WATER, THAT IS, THE REGIONS BELOW. AND THEY ALL HAD A SINGLE MIND, SINCE IT IS OUT OF ONE. THEY CHARGED ME SINCE I WAS WILLING. I CAME FORTH TO REVEAL THE GLORY TO MY KINDRED AND MY FELLOW SPIRITS. FOR THOSE WHO WERE IN THE WORLD HAD BEEN PREPARED BY THE WILL OF OUR SISTER SOPHIA - SHE WHO IS A WHORE - BECAUSE OF THE INNOCENCE WHICH HAS NOT BEEN UTTERED. AND SHE DID NOT ASK ANYTHING FROM THE ALL, NOR FROM THE GREATNESS OF THE ASSEMBLY, NOR FROM THE PLEROMA. SINCE SHE WAS FIRST, SHE CAME FORTH TO PREPARE MONADS AND PLACES FOR THE SON OF LIGHT AND THE FELLOW WORKERS WHICH SHE TOOK FROM THE ELEMENTS BELOW TO BUILD BODILY DWELLINGS FROM THEM. BUT, HAVING COME INTO BEING IN AN EMPTY GLORY, THEY ENDED IN DESTRUCTION IN THE DWELLINGS IN WHICH THEY WERE, SINCE THEY WERE PREPARED BY SOPHIA. THEY STAND READY TO RECEIVE THE LIFE-GIVING WORD OF THE INEFFABLE MONAD AND OF THE GREATNESS OF THE ASSEMBLY OF ALL THOSE WHO PERSEVERE AND THOSE WHO ARE IN ME. I VISITED A BODILY DWELLING. I CAST OUT THE ONE WHO WAS IN IT FIRST, AND I WENT IN. AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE ARCHONS BECAME TROUBLED. AND ALL THE MATTER OF THE ARCHONS, AS WELL AS ALL THE BEGOTTEN POWERS OF THE EARTH, WERE SHAKEN WHEN IT SAW THE LIKENESS OF THE IMAGE, SINCE IT WAS MIXED. AND I AM THE ONE WHO WAS IN IT, NOT RESEMBLING HIM WHO WAS IN IT FIRST. FOR HE WAS AN EARTHLY MAN, BUT I, I AM FROM ABOVE THE HEAVENS. I DID NOT REFUSE THEM EVEN TO BECOME A CHRIST, BUT I DID NOT REVEAL MYSELF TO THEM IN THE LOVE WHICH WAS COMING FORTH FROM ME. I REVEALED THAT I AM A STRANGER TO THE REGIONS BELOW. THERE WAS A GREAT DISTURBANCE IN THE WHOLE EARTHLY AREA, WITH CONFUSION AND FLIGHT, AS WELL AS (IN) THE PLAN OF THE ARCHONS. AND SOME WERE PERSUADED, WHEN THEY SAW THE WONDERS WHICH WERE BEING ACCOMPLISHED BY ME. AND ALL THESE, WITH THE RACE, THAT CAME DOWN, FLEE FROM HIM WHO HAD FLED FROM THE THRONE TO THE SOPHIA OF HOPE, SINCE SHE HAD EARLIER GIVEN THE SIGN CONCERNING US AND ALL THE ONES WITH ME - THOSE OF THE RACE OF ADONAIOS. OTHERS ALSO FLED, AS IF FROM THE COSMOCRATOR AND THOSE WITH THEM, SINCE THEY HAVE BROUGHT EVERY (KIND OF) PUNISHMENT UPON ME. AND THERE WAS A FLIGHT OF THEIR MIND ABOUT WHAT THEY WOULD COUNSEL CONCERNING ME, THINKING THAT SHE (SOPHIA) IS THE WHOLE GREATNESS, AND SPEAKING FALSE WITNESS, MOREOVER, AGAINST THE MAN AND THE WHOLE GREATNESS OF THE ASSEMBLY. IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO KNOW WHO THE FATHER OF TRUTH, THE MAN OF THE GREATNESS, IS. BUT THEY WHO RECEIVED THE NAME BECAUSE OF CONTACT WITH IGNORANCE - WHICH (IS) A BURNING AND A VESSEL - HAVING CREATED IT TO DESTROY ADAM, WHOM THEY HAD MADE, IN ORDER TO COVER UP THOSE WHO ARE THEIRS IN THE SAME WAY. BUT THEY, THE ARCHONS, THOSE OF THE PLACE OF YALDABAOTH, REVEAL THE REALM OF THE ANGELS, WHICH HUMANITY WAS SEEKING IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY NOT KNOW THE MAN OF TRUTH. FOR ADAM, WHOM THEY HAD FORMED, APPEARED TO THEM. AND A FEARFUL MOTION CAME ABOUT THROUGHOUT THEIR ENTIRE DWELLING, LEST THE ANGELS SURROUNDING THEM REBEL. FOR WITHOUT THOSE WHO WERE OFFERING PRAISE - I DID NOT REALLY DIE LEST THEIR ARCHANGEL BECOME EMPTY. AND THEN A VOICE - OF THE COSMOCRATOR - CAME TO THE ANGELS: "I AM GOD AND THERE IS NO OTHER BESIDE ME." BUT I LAUGHED JOYFULLY WHEN I EXAMINED HIS EMPTY GLORY. BUT HE WENT ON TO SAY, "WHO IS MAN?" AND THE ENTIRE HOST OF HIS ANGELS, WHO HAD SEEN ADAM AND HIS DWELLING, WERE LAUGHING AT HIS SMALLNESS. AND THUS, DID THEIR ENNOIA COME TO BE REMOVED OUTSIDE THE MAJESTY OF THE HEAVENS, THE MAN OF TRUTH, WHOSE NAME THEY SAW SINCE HE IS IN A SMALL DWELLING PLACE, SINCE THEY ARE SMALL (AND) SENSELESS IN THEIR EMPTY ENNOIA, NAMELY THEIR LAUGHTER. IT WAS CONTAGION FOR THEM. THE WHOLE GREATNESS OF THE FATHERHOOD OF THE SPIRIT WAS AT REST IN HIS PLACES. AND I AM HE WHO WAS WITH HIM, SINCE I HAVE AN ENNOIA OF A SINGLE EMANATION FROM THE ETERNAL ONES AND THE UNDEFILED AND IMMEASURABLE INCOMPREHENSIBILITIES. I PLACED THE SMALL ENNOIA IN THE WORLD, HAVING DISTURBED THEM AND FRIGHTENED THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE ANGELS AND THEIR RULER. AND I WAS VISITING THEM ALL WITH FIRE AND FLAME BECAUSE OF MY ENNOIA. AND EVERYTHING PERTAINING TO THEM WAS BROUGHT ABOUT BECAUSE OF ME. AND THERE CAME ABOUT A DISTURBANCE AND A FIGHT AROUND THE SERAPHIM AND CHERUBIM, SINCE THEIR GLORY WILL FADE, AND THE CONFUSION AROUND ADONAIOS ON BOTH SIDES AND THEIR DWELLING - TO THE COSMOCRATOR AND HIM WHO SAID, "LET US SEIZE HIM''; OTHERS AGAIN, "THE PLAN WILL CERTAINLY NOT MATERIALIZE.'' FOR ADONAIOS KNOWS ME BECAUSE OF HOPE. AND I WAS IN THE MOUTHS OF LIONS. AND THE PLAN WHICH THEY DEVISED ABOUT ME TO RELEASE THEIR ERROR AND THEIR SENSELESSNESS - I DID NOT SUCCUMB TO THEM AS THEY HAD PLANNED. BUT I WAS NOT AFFLICTED AT ALL. THOSE WHO WERE THERE PUNISHED ME. AND I DID NOT DIE IN REALITY BUT IN APPEARANCE, LEST I BE PUT TO SHAME BY THEM BECAUSE THESE ARE MY KINSFOLK. I REMOVED THE SHAME FROM ME AND I DID NOT BECOME FAINTHEARTED IN THE FACE OF WHAT HAPPENED TO ME AT THEIR HANDS. I WAS ABOUT TO SUCCUMB TO FEAR, AND I <SUFFERED> ACCORDING TO THEIR SIGHT AND THOUGHT, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY NEVER FIND ANY WORD TO SPEAK ABOUT THEM. FOR MY DEATH, WHICH THEY THINK HAPPENED, (HAPPENED) TO THEM IN THEIR ERROR AND BLINDNESS, SINCE THEY NAILED THEIR MAN UNTO THEIR DEATH. FOR THEIR ENNOIAS DID NOT SEE ME, FOR THEY WERE DEAF AND BLIND. BUT IN DOING THESE THINGS, THEY CONDEMN THEMSELVES. YES, THEY SAW ME; THEY PUNISHED ME. IT WAS ANOTHER, THEIR FATHER, WHO DRANK THE GALL AND THE VINEGAR; IT WAS NOT I. THEY STRUCK ME WITH THE REED; IT WAS ANOTHER, SIMON, WHO BORE THE CROSS ON HIS SHOULDER. I WAS ANOTHER UPON WHOM THEY PLACED THE CROWN OF THORNS. BUT I WAS REJOICING IN THE HEIGHT OVER ALL THE WEALTH OF THE ARCHONS AND THE OFFSPRING OF THEIR ERROR, OF THEIR EMPTY GLORY. AND I WAS LAUGHING AT THEIR IGNORANCE. AND I SUBJECTED ALL THEIR POWERS. FOR AS I CAME DOWNWARD, NO ONE SAW ME. FOR I WAS ALTERING MY SHAPES, CHANGING FROM FORM TO FORM. AND THEREFORE, WHEN I WAS AT THEIR GATES, I ASSUMED THEIR LIKENESS. FOR I PASSED THEM BY QUIETLY, AND I WAS VIEWING THE PLACES, AND I WAS NOT AFRAID NOR ASHAMED, FOR I WAS UNDEFILED. AND I WAS SPEAKING WITH THEM, MINGLING WITH THEM THROUGH THOSE WHO ARE MINE, AND TRAMPLING ON THOSE WHO ARE HARSH TO THEM WITH ZEAL, AND QUENCHING THE FLAME. AND I WAS DOING ALL THESE THINGS BECAUSE OF MY DESIRE TO ACCOMPLISH WHAT I DESIRED BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER ABOVE. AND THE SON OF THE MAJESTY, WHO WAS HIDDEN IN THE REGIONS BELOW, WE BROUGHT TO THE HEIGHT WHERE I <WAS> IN ALL THESE AEONS WITH THEM, WHICH (HEIGHT) NO ONE HAS SEEN NOR KNOWN, WHERE THE WEDDING OF THE WEDDING ROBE IS, THE NEW ONE AND NOT THE OLD, NOR DOES IT PERISH. FOR IT IS A NEW AND PERFECT BRIDAL CHAMBER OF THE HEAVENS, AS I HAVE REVEALED (THAT) THERE ARE THREE WAYS: AN UNDEFILED MYSTERY IN A SPIRIT OF THIS AEON, WHICH DOES NOT PERISH, NOR IS IT FRAGMENTARY, NOR ABLE TO BE SPOKEN OF; RATHER, IT IS UNDIVIDED, UNIVERSAL, AND PERMANENT. FOR THE SOUL, THE ONE FROM THE HEIGHT, WILL NOT SPEAK ABOUT THE ERROR WHICH IS HERE, NOR TRANSFER FROM THESE AEONS, SINCE IT WILL BE TRANSFERRED WHEN IT BECOMES FREE AND WHEN IT IS ENDOWED WITH NOBILITY IN THE WORLD, STANDING BEFORE THE FATHER WITHOUT WEARINESS AND FEAR, ALWAYS MIXED WITH THE NOUS OF POWER (AND) OF FORM. THEY WILL SEE ME FROM EVERY SIDE WITHOUT HATRED. FOR SINCE THEY SEE ME, THEY ARE BEING SEEN (AND) ARE MIXED WITH THEM. SINCE THEY DID NOT PUT ME TO SHAME, THEY WERE NOT PUT TO SHAME. SINCE THEY WERE NOT AFRAID BEFORE ME, THEY WILL PASS BY EVERY GATE WITHOUT FEAR AND WILL BE PERFECTED IN THE THIRD GLORY. IT WAS MY GOING TO THE REVEALED HEIGHT WHICH THE WORLD DID NOT ACCEPT, MY THIRD BAPTISM IN A REVEALED IMAGE. WHEN THEY HAD FLED FROM THE FIRE OF THE SEVEN AUTHORITIES, AND THE SUN OF THE POWERS OF THE ARCHONS SET, DARKNESS TOOK THEM. AND THE WORLD BECAME POOR WHEN HE WAS RESTRAINED WITH A MULTITUDE OF FETTERS. THEY NAILED HIM TO THE TREE, AND THEY FIXED HIM WITH FOUR NAILS OF BRASS. THE VEIL OF HIS TEMPLE HE TORE WITH HIS HANDS. IT WAS A TREMBLING WHICH SEIZED THE CHAOS OF THE EARTH, FOR THE SOULS WHICH WERE IN THE SLEEP BELOW WERE RELEASED. AND THEY AROSE. THEY WENT ABOUT BOLDLY, HAVING SHED ZEALOUS SERVICE OF IGNORANCE AND UNLEARNEDNESS BESIDE THE DEAD TOMBS, HAVING PUT ON THE NEW MAN, SINCE THEY HAVE COME TO KNOW THAT PERFECT BLESSED ONE OF THE ETERNAL AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE FATHER AND THE INFINITE LIGHT, WHICH IS I, SINCE I CAME TO MY OWN AND UNITED THEM WITH MYSELF. THERE IS NO NEED FOR MANY WORDS, FOR OUR ENNOIA WAS WITH THEIR ENNOIA. THEREFORE, THEY KNEW WHAT I SPEAK OF, FOR WE TOOK COUNSEL ABOUT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ARCHONS. AND THEREFORE, I DID THE WILL OF THE FATHER, WHO IS I. AFTER WE WENT FORTH FROM OUR HOME, AND CAME DOWN TO THIS WORLD, AND CAME INTO BEING IN THE WORLD IN BODIES, WE WERE HATED AND PERSECUTED, NOT ONLY BY THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT, BUT ALSO BY THOSE WHO THINK THAT THEY ARE ADVANCING THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST, SINCE THEY WERE UNKNOWINGLY EMPTY, NOT KNOWING WHO THEY ARE, LIKE DUMB ANIMALS. THEY PERSECUTED THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN LIBERATED BY ME, SINCE THEY HATE THEM - THOSE WHO, SHOULD THEY SHUT THEIR MOUTH, WOULD WEEP WITH A PROFITLESS GROANING BECAUSE THEY DID NOT FULLY KNOW ME. LNSTEAD, THEY SERVED TWO MASTERS, EVEN A MULTITUDE. BUT YOU WILL BECOME VICTORIOUS IN EVERYTHING, IN WAR AND BATTLES, JEALOUS DIVISION AND WRATH. BUT IN THE UPRIGHTNESS OF OUR LOVE WE ARE INNOCENT, PURE, (AND) GOOD, SINCE WE HAVE A MIND OF THE FATHER IN AN INEFFABLE MYSTERY. FOR IT WAS LUDICROUS. IT IS I WHO BEAR WITNESS THAT IT WAS LUDICROUS, SINCE THE ARCHONS DO NOT KNOW THAT IT IS AN INEFFABLE UNION OF UNDEFILED TRUTH, AS EXISTS AMONG THE SONS OF LIGHT, OF WHICH THEY MADE AN IMITATION, HAVING PROCLAIMED A DOCTRINE OF A DEAD MAN AND LIES SO AS TO RESEMBLE THE FREEDOM AND PURITY OF THE PERFECT ASSEMBLY, (AND) <JOINING> THEMSELVES WITH THEIR DOCTRINE TO FEAR AND SLAVERY, WORLDLY CARES, AND ABANDONED WORSHIP, BEING SMALL (AND) IGNORANT, SINCE THEY DO NOT CONTAIN THE NOBILITY OF THE TRUTH, FOR THEY HATE THE ONE IN WHOM THEY ARE, AND LOVE THE ONE IN WHOM THEY ARE NOT. FOR THEY DID NOT KNOW THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GREATNESS, THAT IT IS FROM ABOVE AND (FROM) A FOUNTAIN OF TRUTH, AND THAT IT IS NOT FROM SLAVERY AND JEALOUSY, FEAR AND LOVE OF WORLDLY MATTER. FOR THAT WHICH IS NOT THEIRS AND THAT WHICH IS THEIRS THEY USE FEARLESSLY AND FREELY. THEY DO NOT DESIRE, BECAUSE THEY HAVE AUTHORITY, AND A LAW FROM THEMSELVES OVER WHATEVER THEY WILL WISH. BUT THOSE WHO HAVE NOT ARE POOR, THAT IS, THOSE WHO DO NOT POSSESS HIM. AND THEY DESIRE HIM AND LEAD ASTRAY THOSE, WHO THROUGH THEM HAVE BECOME LIKE THOSE WHO POSSESS THE TRUTH OF THEIR FREEDOM, JUST AS THEY BOUGHT US FOR SERVITUDE AND CONSTRAINT OF CARE AND FEAR. THIS PERSON IS IN SLAVERY. AND HE WHO IS BROUGHT BY CONSTRAINT OF FORCE AND THREAT HAS BEEN GUARDED BY GOD. BUT THE ENTIRE NOBILITY OF THE FATHERHOOD IS NOT GUARDED, SINCE HE GUARDS ONLY HIM WHO IS FROM HIM, WITHOUT WORD AND CONSTRAINT, SINCE HE IS UNITED WITH HIS WILL, HE WHO BELONGS ONLY TO THE ENNOIA OF THE FATHERHOOD, TO MAKE IT PERFECT AND INEFFABLE THROUGH THE LIVING WATER, TO BE WITH YOU MUTUALLY IN WISDOM, NOT ONLY IN WORD OF HEARING BUT IN DEED AND FULFILLED WORD. FOR THE PERFECT ONES ARE WORTHY TO BE ESTABLISHED IN THIS WAY AND TO BE UNITED WITH ME, IN ORDER THAT THEY MAY NOT SHARE IN ANY ENMITY, IN A GOOD FRIENDSHIP. I ACCOMPLISH EVERYTHING THROUGH THE GOOD ONE, FOR THIS IS THE UNION OF THE TRUTH, THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE NO ADVERSARY. BUT EVERYONE WHO BRINGS DIVISION - AND HE WILL LEARN NO WISDOM AT ALL BECAUSE HE BRINGS DIVISION AND IS NOT A FRIEND - IS HOSTILE TO THEM ALL. BUT HE WHO LIVES IN HARMONY AND FRIENDSHIP OF BROTHERLY LOVE, NATURALLY AND NOT ARTIFICIALLY, COMPLETELY AND NOT PARTIALLY, THIS PERSON IS TRULY THE DESIRE OF THE FATHER. HE IS THE UNIVERSAL ONE AND PERFECT LOVE. FOR ADAM WAS A LAUGHINGSTOCK, SINCE HE WAS MADE A COUNTERFEIT TYPE OF MAN BY THE HEBDOMAD, AS IF HE HAD BECOME STRONGER THAN I AND MY BROTHERS. WE ARE INNOCENT WITH RESPECT TO HIM, SINCE WE HAVE NOT SINNED. AND ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND JACOB WERE A LAUGHINGSTOCK, SINCE THEY, THE COUNTERFEIT FATHERS, WERE GIVEN A NAME BY THE HEBDOMAD, AS IF HE HAD BECOME STRONGER THAN I AND MY BROTHERS. WE ARE INNOCENT WITH RESPECT TO HIM, SINCE WE HAVE NOT SINNED. DAVID WAS A LAUGHINGSTOCK IN THAT HIS SON WAS NAMED THE SON OF MAN, HAVING BEEN INFLUENCED BY THE HEBDOMAD, AS IF HE HAD BECOME STRONGER THAN I AND THE FELLOW MEMBERS OF MY RACE. BUT WE ARE INNOCENT WITH RESPECT TO HIM; WE HAVE NOT SINNED. SOLOMON WAS A LAUGHINGSTOCK, SINCE HE THOUGHT THAT HE WAS CHRIST, HAVING BECOME VAIN THROUGH THE HEBDOMAD, AS IF HE HAD BECOME STRONGER THAN I AND MY BROTHERS. BUT WE ARE INNOCENT WITH RESPECT TO HIM. I HAVE NOT SINNED. THE 12 PROPHETS WERE LAUGHINGSTOCKS, SINCE THEY HAVE COME FORTH AS IMITATIONS OF THE TRUE PROPHETS. THEY CAME INTO BEING AS COUNTERFEITS THROUGH THE HEBDOMAD, AS IF HE HAD BECOME STRONGER THAN I AND MY BROTHERS. BUT WE ARE INNOCENT WITH RESPECT TO HIM, SINCE WE HAVE NOT SINNED. MOSES, A FAITHFUL SERVANT, WAS A LAUGHINGSTOCK, HAVING BEEN NAMED "THE FRIEND," SINCE THEY PERVERSELY BORE WITNESS CONCERNING HIM WHO NEVER KNEW ME. NEITHER HE NOR THOSE BEFORE HIM, FROM ADAM TO MOSES AND JOHN THE BAPTIST, NONE OF THEM KNEW ME NOR MY BROTHERS. FOR THEY HAD A DOCTRINE OF ANGELS TO OBSERVE DIETARY LAWS AND BITTER SLAVERY, SINCE THEY NEVER KNEW TRUTH, NOR WILL THEY KNOW IT. FOR THERE IS A GREAT DECEPTION UPON THEIR SOUL, MAKING IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM EVER TO FIND A NOUS OF FREEDOM IN ORDER TO KNOW HIM, UNTIL THEY COME TO KNOW THE SON OF MAN. NOW CONCERNING MY FATHER, I AM HE WHOM THE WORLD DID NOT KNOW, AND BECAUSE OF THIS, IT (THE WORLD) ROSE UP AGAINST ME AND MY BROTHERS. BUT WE ARE INNOCENT WITH RESPECT TO HIM; WE HAVE NOT SINNED. FOR THE ARCHON WAS A LAUGHINGSTOCK BECAUSE HE SAID, "I AM GOD [THIS IS THE ETERNAL SIN IN LORDSHIP], AND THERE IS NONE GREATER THAN I. I ALONE AM THE FATHER, THE LORD, AND THERE IS NO OTHER BESIDE ME. I AM A JEALOUS GOD, WHO BRINGS THE SINS OF THE FATHERS UPON THE CHILDREN FOR THREE AND FOUR GENERATIONS." AS IF HE HAD BECOME STRONGER THAN I AND MY BROTHERS! BUT WE ARE INNOCENT WITH RESPECT TO HIM, IN THAT WE HAVE NOT SINNED, SINCE WE MASTERED HIS TEACHING. THUS, HE WAS IN AN EMPTY GLORY. AND HE DOES NOT AGREE WITH OUR FATHER. AND THUS, THROUGH OUR FELLOWSHIP WE GRASPED HIS TEACHING, SINCE HE WAS VAIN IN AN EMPTY GLORY. AND HE DOES NOT AGREE WITH OUR FATHER, FOR HE WAS A LAUGHINGSTOCK AND JUDGMENT AND FALSE PROPHECY. O THOSE WHO DO NOT SEE, YOU DO NOT SEE YOUR BLINDNESS, I.E., THIS WHICH WAS NOT KNOWN, NOR HAS IT EVER BEEN KNOWN, NOR HAS IT BEEN KNOWN ABOUT HIM. THEY DID NOT LISTEN TO FIRM OBEDIENCE. THEREFORE, THEY PROCEEDED IN A JUDGMENT OF ERROR, AND THEY RAISED THEIR DEFILED AND MURDEROUS HANDS AGAINST HIM, AS IF THEY WERE BEATING THE AIR. AND THE SENSELESS AND BLIND ONES ARE ALWAYS SENSELESS, ALWAYS BEING SLAVES OF LAW AND EARTHLY FEAR. I AM CHRIST, THE SON OF MAN, THE ONE FROM YOU WHO IS AMONG YOU. I AM DESPISED FOR YOUR SAKE, IN ORDER THAT YOU YOURSELVES MAY FORGET THE DIFFERENCE. AND DO NOT BECOME FEMALE, LEST YOU GIVE BIRTH TO EVIL AND (ITS) BROTHERS: JEALOUSY AND DIVISION, ANGER AND WRATH, FEAR AND A DIVIDED HEART, AND EMPTY, NON-EXISTENT DESIRE. BUT I AM AN INEFFABLE MYSTERY TO YOU. THEN BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, WHEN THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE ASSEMBLY CAME TOGETHER UPON THE PLACES OF THE OGDOAD, WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN COUNSEL ABOUT A SPIRITUAL WEDDING WHICH IS IN UNION, AND THUS HE WAS PERFECTED IN THE INEFFABLE PLACES BY A LIVING WORD, THE UNDEFILED WEDDING WAS CONSUMMATED THROUGH THE MESOTES OF JESUS, WHO INHABITS THEM ALL AND POSSESSES THEM, WHO ABIDES IN AN UNDIVIDED LOVE OF POWER. AND SURROUNDING HIM, HE APPEARS TO HIM AS A MONAD OF ALL THESE, A THOUGHT AND A FATHER, SINCE HE IS ONE. AND HE STANDS BY THEM ALL, SINCE HE AS A WHOLE CAME FORTH ALONE. AND HE IS LIFE, SINCE HE CAME FROM THE FATHER OF INEFFABLE AND PERFECT TRUTH, (THE FATHER) OF THOSE WHO ARE THERE, THE UNION OF PEACE AND A FRIEND OF GOOD THINGS, AND LIFE ETERNAL AND UNDEFILED JOY, IN A GREAT HARMONY OF LIFE AND FAITH, THROUGH ETERNAL LIFE OF FATHERHOOD AND MOTHERHOOD AND SISTERHOOD AND RATIONAL WISDOM. THEY HAD AGREED WITH NOUS, WHO STRETCHES OUT (AND) WILL STRETCH OUT IN JOYFUL UNION AND IS TRUSTWORTHY AND FAITHFULLY LISTENS TO SOMEONE. AND HE IS IN FATHERHOOD AND MOTHERHOOD AND RATIONAL BROTHERHOOD AND WISDOM. AND THIS IS A WEDDING OF TRUTH, AND A REPOSE OF INCORRUPTION, IN A SPIRIT OF TRUTH, IN EVERY MIND, AND A PERFECT LIGHT IN AN UNNAMEABLE MYSTERY. BUT THIS IS NOT, NOR WILL IT HAPPEN AMONG US IN ANY REGION OR PLACE IN DIVISION AND BREACH OF PEACE, BUT (IN) UNION AND A MIXTURE OF LOVE, ALL OF WHICH ARE PERFECTED IN THE ONE WHO IS. IT ALSO HAPPENED IN THE PLACES UNDER HEAVEN FOR THEIR RECONCILIATION. THOSE WHO KNEW ME IN SALVATION AND UNDIVIDEDNESS, AND THOSE WHO EXISTED FOR THE GLORY OF THE FATHER AND THE TRUTH, HAVING BEEN SEPARATED, BLENDED INTO THE ONE THROUGH THE LIVING WORD. AND I AM IN THE SPIRIT AND THE TRUTH OF THE MOTHERHOOD, JUST AS HE HAS BEEN THERE; I WAS AMONG THOSE WHO ARE UNITED IN THE FRIENDSHIP OF FRIENDS FOREVER, WHO NEITHER KNOW HOSTILITY AT ALL, NOR EVIL, BUT WHO ARE UNITED BY MY KNOWLEDGE IN WORD AND PEACE WHICH EXISTS IN PERFECTION WITH EVERYONE AND IN THEM ALL. AND THOSE WHO ASSUMED THE FORM OF MY TYPE WILL ASSUME THE FORM OF MY WORD. INDEED, THESE WILL COME FORTH IN LIGHT FOREVER, AND (IN) FRIENDSHIP WITH EACH OTHER IN THE SPIRIT, SINCE THEY HAVE KNOWN IN EVERY RESPECT (AND) INDIVISIBLY THAT WHAT IS, IS ONE. AND ALL OF THESE ARE ONE. AND THUS, THEY WILL LEARN ABOUT THE ONE, AS (DID) THE ASSEMBLY AND THOSE DWELLING IN IT. FOR THE FATHER OF ALL THESE EXISTS, BEING IMMEASURABLE (AND) IMMUTABLE: NOUS AND WORD AND DIVISION AND ENVY AND FIRE. AND HE IS ENTIRELY ONE, BEING THE ALL WITH THEM ALL IN A SINGLE DOCTRINE, BECAUSE ALL THESE ARE FROM A SINGLE SPIRIT. O UNSEEING ONES, WHY DID YOU NOT KNOW THE MYSTERY RIGHTLY? BUT THE ARCHONS AROUND YALDABAOTH WERE DISOBEDIENT BECAUSE OF THE ENNOIA WHO WENT DOWN TO HIM FROM HER SISTER SOPHIA. THEY MADE FOR THEMSELVES A UNION WITH THOSE WHO WERE WITH THEM IN A MIXTURE OF A FIERY CLOUD, WHICH WAS THEIR ENVY, AND THE REST WHO WERE BROUGHT FORTH BY THEIR CREATURES, AS IF THEY HAD BRUISED THE NOBLE PLEASURE OF THE ASSEMBLY. AND THEREFORE, THEY REVEALED A MIXTURE OF IGNORANCE IN A COUNTERFEIT OF FIRE AND EARTH AND A MURDERER, SINCE THEY ARE SMALL AND UNTAUGHT, WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE HAVING DARED THESE THINGS, AND NOT HAVING UNDERSTOOD THAT LIGHT HAS FELLOWSHIP WITH LIGHT, AND DARKNESS WITH DARKNESS, AND THE CORRUPTIBLE WITH THE PERISHABLE, AND THE IMPERISHABLE WITH THE INCORRUPTIBLE. NOW THESE THINGS I HAVE PRESENTED TO YOU - I AM JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF MAN, WHO IS EXALTED ABOVE THE HEAVENS - O PERFECT AND INCORRUPTIBLE ONES, BECAUSE OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE AND PERFECT MYSTERY AND THE INEFFABLE ONE. BUT THEY THINK THAT WE DECREED THEM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, IN ORDER THAT, WHEN WE EMERGE FROM THE PLACES OF THE WORLD, WE MAY PRESENT THERE THE SYMBOLS OF INCORRUPTION FROM THE SPIRITUAL UNION UNTO KNOWLEDGE. YOU DO NOT KNOW IT, BECAUSE THE FLESHLY CLOUD OVERSHADOWS YOU. BUT I ALONE AM THE FRIEND OF SOPHIA. I HAVE BEEN IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER FROM THE BEGINNING, IN THE PLACE OF THE SONS OF THE TRUTH, AND THE GREATNESS. REST THEN WITH ME, MY FELLOW SPIRITS AND MY BROTHERS, FOREVER.  
THE SENTENCES OF SEXTUS
 (157) [...] IS A SIGN OF IGNORANCE. (158/159) LOVE THE TRUTH, AND THE LIE USE LIKE POISON. (160) MAY THE RIGHT TIME PRECEDE YOUR WORDS. (161/162) SPEAK WHEN IT IS NOT PROPER TO BE SILENT, BUT SPEAK CONCERNING THE THINGS YOU KNOW (ONLY) THEN WHEN IT IS FITTING. (163A) THE UNTIMELY WORD IS CHARACTERISTIC OF AN EVIL MIND. (163B) WHEN IT IS PROPER TO ACT, DO NOT USE A WORD. (164A) DO NOT WISH TO SPEAK FIRST IN THE MIDST OF A CROWD. (164B) WHILE IT IS A SKILL TO SPEAK, IT IS ALSO A SKILL TO BE SILENT. (165A) IT IS BETTER FOR YOU TO BE DEFEATED WHILE SPEAKING THE TRUTH, THAN TO BE VICTORIOUS THROUGH DECEIT. (165B) HE WHO IS VICTORIOUS THROUGH DECEIT IS DEFEATED BY THE TRUTH. (165C) UNTRUE WORDS ARE A CHARACTERISTIC OF EVIL PERSONS. (165D) THERE HAS TO BE A GREAT CRISIS BEFORE THE LIE IS NECESSARY. (165E) WHEN THERE IS SOMEONE, WHILE YOU SPEAK THE TRUTH, EVEN IF YOU LIE THERE IS NO SIN. (165F) DO NOT DECEIVE ANYONE, ESPECIALLY HIM WHO NEEDS ADVICE. (166) FAITHFUL IS HE WHO IS FIRST WITH ALL GOOD WORKS. (167) WISDOM LEADS THE SOUL TO THE PLACE OF GOD. (168) THERE IS NO KINSMAN OF THE TRUTH EXCEPT WISDOM. (169) IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR A BELIEVING NATURE TO BECOME FOND OF LYING. (170) A FEARFUL AND SLAVISH NATURE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO PARTAKE IN FAITH. (171A) WHEN YOU ARE FAITHFUL, WHAT IT IS FITTING TO SAY IS NOT OF GREATER VALUE THAN THE HEARING. (171B) WHEN YOU ARE WITH BELIEVING PERSONS, DESIRE TO LISTEN RATHER THAN TO SPEAK. (172) A PLEASURE-LOVING MAN IS USELESS IN EVERYTHING. (173) WHEN THERE IS NO (ACCOUNTING OF) SIN, DO NOT SPEAK IN ANYTHING (WHICH IS) FROM GOD. (174) THE SINS OF THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT ARE THE SHAME OF THOSE WHO HAVE TAUGHT THEM. (175) THOSE ON ACCOUNT OF WHOM THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD IS BLASPHEMED ARE DEAD BEFORE GOD. (176) A WISE MAN IS A DOER OF GOOD WORKS AFTER GOD. (177) MAY YOUR LIFE CONFIRM YOUR WORDS BEFORE THOSE WHO HEAR. (178) WHAT IT IS NOT RIGHT TO DO, DO NOT EVEN CONSIDER DOING IT. (179) WHAT YOU DO NOT WANT TO HAPPEN TO YOU, DO NOT DO IT YOURSELF EITHER. (180) WHAT IT IS SHAMEFUL TO DO, IS ALSO... (PP. 17-26 ARE MISSING) (307/308) HE IS A WISE MAN WHO COMMENDS GOD TO MEN, AND GOD THINKS MORE HIGHLY OF THE WISE MAN THAN HIS OWN WORKS. (309) AFTER GOD, NO ONE IS AS FREE AS THE WISE MAN. (310) EVERYTHING GOD POSSESSES, THE WISE MAN HAS ALSO. (311/312) THE WISE MAN SHARES IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD; AN EVIL MAN DOES NOT WANT THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF GOD TO COME TO PASS. (313) AN EVIL SOUL FLEES FROM GOD. (314) EVERYTHING BAD IS THE ENEMY OF GOD. (315) WHAT THINKS IN YOU, SAY WITH YOUR MIND THAT IT IS MAN. (316) WHERE YOUR THOUGHT IS, THERE IS YOUR GOODNESS. (317) DO NOT SEEK GOODNESS IN FLESH. (318) HE WHO DOES NOT HARM THE SOUL NEITHER DOES (SO) TO MAN. (319) AFTER GOD, HONOR A WISE MAN, SINCE HE IS THE SERVANT OF GOD. (320) TO MAKE THE BODY OF YOUR SOUL A BURDEN IS PRIDE, BUT TO BE ABLE TO RESTRAIN IT GENTLY WHEN IT IS NECESSARY, IS BLESSEDNESS. (321) DO NOT BECOME GUILTY OF YOUR OWN DEATH. DO NOT BE ANGRY AT HIM WHO WILL TAKE YOU OUT OF (THE) BODY AND KILL YOU. (322) IF SOMEONE BRINGS THE WISE MAN OUT OF THE BODY WICKEDLY, HE RATHER DOES WHAT IS GOOD FOR HIM, FOR HE HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM BONDS. (323) THE FEAR OF DEATH GRIEVES MAN BECAUSE OF THE IGNORANCE OF THE SOUL. (324) <IT, WERE BETTER> FOR YOU HAD THE MAN-KILLING SWORD NOT COME INTO BEING; BUT WHEN IT COMES, SAY WITH YOUR MIND THAT IT DOES NOT EXIST. (325/326A) SOMEONE WHO SAYS "I BELIEVE," EVEN IF HE SPENDS A LONG TIME PRETENDING, HE WILL NOT PREVAIL, BUT HE WILL FALL; AS YOUR HEART IS, (SO) WILL BE YOUR LIFE. (326B) A GODLY HEART PRODUCES A BLESSED LIFE. (327) HE WHO WILL PLOT EVIL AGAINST ANOTHER, HE IS THE FIRST [...]. (328) LET NOT AN UNGRATEFUL MAN CAUSE YOU TO CEASE TO DO GOOD. (329) DO NOT SAY WITH YOUR MIND THAT THESE THINGS WHICH WERE ASKED, (AND) YOU GAVE IMMEDIATELY, ARE MORE VALUABLE THAN THE RECEIVER. (330) YOU WILL USE GREAT PROPERTY, IF YOU GIVE TO THE NEEDY WILLINGLY. (331) PERSUADE A SENSELESS BROTHER NOT TO BE SENSELESS; IF HE IS MAD, PROTECT HIM. (332/334) STRIVE EAGERLY TO BE VICTORIOUS OVER EVERY MAN IN PRUDENCE; MAINTAIN SELFSUFFICIENCY. (333) YOU CANNOT RECEIVE UNDERSTANDING UNLESS YOU KNOW FIRST THAT YOU POSSESS <IT>. IN EVERYTHING THERE IS AGAIN THIS SENTENCE. (335) THE MEMBERS OF THE BODY ARE A BURDEN TO THOSE WHO DO NOT USE THEM. (336) IT IS BETTER TO SERVE OTHERS THAN TO MAKE OTHERS SERVE YOU. (337) HE WHOM GOD WILL NOT BRING OUT OF (THE) BODY, LET HIM NOT BURDEN HIMSELF. (338) NOT ONLY DO NOT HOLD AN OPINION WHICH DOES NOT BENEFIT THE NEEDY, BUT ALSO DO NOT LISTEN TO IT. (339) HE WHO GIVES SOMETHING WITHOUT RESPECT COMMITS AN OUTRAGE. [...]. (340) IF YOU TAKE ON THE GUARDIANSHIP OF ORPHANS, YOU WILL BE THE FATHER OF MANY CHILDREN (AND) YOU WILL BE BELOVED OF GOD. (341) HE WHOM YOU SERVE BECAUSE OF HONOR, YOU HAVE SERVED FOR A WAGE. (342) IF YOU HAVE GIVEN THAT WHICH HONORS YOU..., YOU HAVE GIVEN NOT TO MAN, BUT YOU HAVE GIVEN FOR YOUR OWN PLEASURE. (343/344) DO NOT PROVOKE THE ANGER OF A MOB. KNOW, THEN, WHAT IS FITTING FOR THE FORTUNATE MAN TO DO. (345) IT IS BETTER TO DIE THAN TO DARKEN THE SOUL BECAUSE OF THE IMMODERATION OF THE BELLY. (346) SAY WITH YOUR MIND THAT THE BODY IS THE GARMENT OF YOUR SOUL: KEEP IT, THEREFORE, PURE SINCE IT IS INNOCENT. (347) WHATEVER THE SOUL WILL DO WHILE IT IS IN (THE) BODY, IT HAS AS WITNESSES WHEN IT GOES INTO JUDGMENT. (348/349) UNCLEAN DEMONS DO LAY CLAIM TO A POLLUTED SOUL; A FAITHFUL (AND) GOOD SOUL, EVIL DEMONS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO HINDER IN THE WAY OF GOD. (350) DO NOT GIVE THE WORD OF GOD TO EVERYONE. (351) FOR THOSE WHO ARE CORRUPTED BY GLORY IT IS NOT ASSURING TO HEAR ABOUT GOD. (352/353) IT IS NOT A SMALL DANGER FOR US TO SPEAK THE TRUTH ABOUT GOD; DO NOT SAY ANYTHING ABOUT GOD BEFORE YOU HAVE LEARNED FROM GOD. (354/356) DO NOT SPEAK WITH A GODLESS PERSON ABOUT GOD; IF YOU ARE POLLUTED ON ACCOUNT OF IMPURE WORKS, DO NOT SPEAK ABOUT GOD. (357) THE TRUE WORD ABOUT GOD IS THE WORD OF GOD. (355) SPEAK CONCERNING THE WORD ABOUT GOD AS IF YOU WERE SAYING IT IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD. (358) IF FIRST YOUR MIND IS PERSUADED THAT YOU HAVE BEEN GOD-LOVING, THEN SPEAK TO WHOMEVER YOU WISH ABOUT GOD. (359) MAY YOUR PIOUS WORKS PRECEDE EVERY WORD ABOUT GOD. (360) DO NOT WISH TO SPEAK WITH A CROWD ABOUT GOD. (361) BE (MORE) SPARING WITH A WORD ABOUT GOD (THAN) ABOUT A SOUL. (362) IT IS BETTER TO DISPOSE OF A SOUL THAN TO DISCARD AT RANDOM A WORD ABOUT GOD. (363A) YOU CONCEIVE THE BODY OF A GOD-LOVING MAN, BUT YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO RULE OVER HIS SPEECH. (363B) THE LION ALSO RULES OVER THE BODY OF THE WISE MAN; ALSO, THE TYRANT RULES OVER IT ALONE. (364) IF A TYRANT THREATENS YOU, THEN, ESPECIALLY, REMEMBER GOD. (365) HE WHO SPEAKS THE WORD OF GOD TO THOSE FOR WHOM IT IS NOT LAWFUL, HE IS THE BETRAYER OF GOD. (366) IT IS BETTER FOR YOU TO BE SILENT ABOUT THE WORD OF GOD, THAN TO SPEAK RECKLESSLY. (367/368) HE WHO SPEAKS LIES ABOUT GOD IS LYING TO GOD; A MAN WHO DOES NOT HAVE ANYTHING TRUTHFUL TO SAY ABOUT GOD IS ABANDONED BY GOD. (369) IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO KNOW GOD WHEN YOU DO NOT WORSHIP HIM. (370) A MAN WHO DOES EVIL TO SOMEONE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO WORSHIP GOD. (371) THE LOVE OF MAN IS THE BEGINNING OF GODLINESS. (372) HE WHO TAKES CARE OF MEN WHILE PRAYING FOR ALL OF THEM - THIS IS THE TRUTH OF GOD. (373/374) IT IS GOD`S BUSINESS TO SAVE WHOM HE WANTS; ON THE OTHER HAND, IT IS THE BUSINESS OF THE PIOUS MAN TO BESEECH GOD TO SAVE EVERYONE. (375) WHEN YOU PRAY FOR SOMETHING AND IT HAPPENS TO YOU THROUGH GOD, THEN SAY WITH YOUR MIND THAT YOU HAVE [...]. (376A) A MAN WHO IS WORTHY OF GOD, HE IS GOD AMONG MEN, AND HE IS THE SON OF GOD. (376B) BOTH THE GREAT ONE EXISTS AND HE WHO IS NEXT TO THE GREAT ONE EXISTS. (377/378) IT IS BETTER FOR MAN TO BE WITHOUT ANYTHING THAN TO HAVE MANY THINGS WHILE NOT GIVING TO THE NEEDY; SO ALSO, YOU, IF YOU PRAY TO GOD, HE WILL NOT GIVE TO YOU. (379) IF YOU, FROM YOUR WHOLE HEART, GIVE YOUR BREAD TO THE HUNGRY, THE GIFT IS SMALL, BUT THE WILLINGNESS IS GREAT WITH GOD. (380) HE WHO THINKS THAT NO ONE IS IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD, HE IS NOT HUMBLE TOWARDS GOD. (381) HE WHO MAKES HIS MIND LIKE UNTO GOD AS FAR AS HE IS ABLE, HE IS THE ONE WHO HONORS GOD GREATLY. (382) GOD DOES NOT NEED ANYTHING, BUT HE REJOICES OVER THOSE WHO GIVE TO THE NEEDY. (383) THE FAITHFUL DO NOT SPEAK MANY WORDS, BUT THEIR WORKS ARE NUMEROUS. (384) IT IS A FAITHFUL PERSON FOND OF LEARNING WHO IS THE WORKER OF THE TRUTH. (385) ADJUST [...] THE CALAMITIES, IN ORDER THAT [...]. (386) IF YOU DO NOT DO EVIL TO ANYONE, YOU WILL NOT BE AFRAID OF ANYONE. (387) THE TYRANT WILL NOT BE ABLE TO TAKE AWAY HAPPINESS. (388) WHAT IS RIGHT TO DO, DO IT WILLINGLY. (389A) WHAT IS NOT RIGHT TO DO, DO NOT DO IT IN ANY WAY. (389B) PROMISE EVERYTHING RATHER THAN TO SAY "I AM WISE." (390) WHAT YOU DO WELL, SAY WITH YOUR MIND THAT IT IS GOD WHO DOES IT. (391) NO MAN WHO <LOOKS> DOWN UPON THE EARTH AND UPON TABLES IS WISE. (392) THE PHILOSOPHER WHO IS AN OUTER BODY, HE IS NOT THE ONE TO WHOM IT IS FITTING TO PAY RESPECT, BUT (THE) PHILOSOPHER ACCORDING TO THE INNER MAN. (393) GUARD YOURSELF FROM LYING; THERE IS HE WHO DECEIVES AND THERE IS HE WHO IS DECEIVED. (394/395) KNOW WHO GOD IS, AND KNOW WHO IS THE ONE WHO THINKS IN YOU; A GOOD MAN IS THE GOOD WORK OF GOD. (396) THEY ARE MISERABLE BECAUSE OF WHOM THE WORD IS BLASPHEMED. (397) DEATH WILL NOT BE ABLE TO DESTROY [...]. (PP. 35-END ARE MISSING).  
THE SOPHIA OF JESUS CHRIST
THE SOPHIA (WISDOM) OF JESUS CHRIST.  AFTER HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD, HIS TWELVE DISCIPLES AND SEVEN WOMEN CONTINUED TO BE HIS FOLLOWERS, AND WENT TO GALILEE ONTO THE MOUNTAIN CALLED "DIVINATION AND JOY". WHEN THEY GATHERED TOGETHER AND WERE PERPLEXED ABOUT THE UNDERLYING REALITY OF THE UNIVERSE AND THE PLAN, AND THE HOLY PROVIDENCE, AND THE POWER OF THE AUTHORITIES, AND ABOUT EVERYTHING THE SAVIOR IS DOING WITH THEM IN THE SECRET OF THE HOLY PLAN, THE SAVIOR APPEARED - NOT IN HIS PREVIOUS FORM, BUT IN THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. AND HIS LIKENESS RESEMBLES A GREAT ANGEL OF LIGHT. BUT HIS RESEMBLANCE I MUST NOT DESCRIBE. NO MORTAL FLESH COULD ENDURE IT, BUT ONLY PURE, PERFECT FLESH, LIKE THAT WHICH HE TAUGHT US ABOUT ON THE MOUNTAIN CALLED "OF THE OLIVES" IN GALILEE. AND HE SAID: "PEACE BE TO YOU, MY PEACE I GIVE YOU!" AND THEY ALL MARVELED AND WERE AFRAID. THE SAVIOR LAUGHED AND SAID TO THEM: "WHAT ARE YOU THINKING ABOUT? ARE YOU PERPLEXED? WHAT ARE YOU SEARCHING FOR?"  PHILIP SAID: "FOR THE UNDERLYING REALITY OF THE UNIVERSE AND THE PLAN."  THE SAVIOR SAID TO THEM: "I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT ALL MEN ARE BORN ON EARTH FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD UNTIL NOW, BEING DUST, WHILE THEY HAVE INQUIRED ABOUT GOD, WHO HE IS AND WHAT HE IS LIKE, HAVE NOT FOUND HIM. NOW THE WISEST AMONG THEM HAVE SPECULATED FROM THE ORDERING OF THE WORLD AND (ITS) MOVEMENT. BUT THEIR SPECULATION HAS NOT REACHED THE TRUTH. FOR IT IS SAID THAT THE ORDERING IS DIRECTED IN THREE WAYS, BY ALL THE PHILOSOPHERS, (AND) HENCE THEY DO NOT AGREE. FOR SOME OF THEM SAY ABOUT THE WORLD THAT IT IS DIRECTED BY ITSELF. OTHERS, THAT IT IS PROVIDENCE (THAT DIRECTS IT). OTHERS, THAT IT IS FATE. BUT IT IS NONE OF THESE. AGAIN, OF THE THREE VOICES I HAVE JUST MENTIONED, NONE IS CLOSE TO THE TRUTH, AND (THEY ARE) FROM MAN. BUT I, WHO CAME FROM INFINITE LIGHT, I AM HERE - FOR I KNOW HIM (LIGHT) - THAT I MIGHT SPEAK TO YOU ABOUT THE PRECISE NATURE OF THE TRUTH. FOR WHATEVER IS FROM ITSELF IS A POLLUTED LIFE; IT IS SELF-MADE. PROVIDENCE HAS NO WISDOM IN IT. AND FATE DOES NOT DISCERN. BUT TO YOU IT IS GIVEN TO KNOW; AND WHOEVER IS WORTHY OF KNOWLEDGE WILL RECEIVE (IT), WHOEVER HAS NOT BEEN BEGOTTEN BY THE SOWING OF UNCLEAN RUBBING BUT BY FIRST WHO WAS SENT, FOR HE IS AN IMMORTAL IN THE MIDST OF MORTAL MEN." MATTHEW SAID TO HIM: "LORD, NO ONE CAN FIND THE TRUTH EXCEPT THROUGH YOU. THEREFORE, TEACH US THE TRUTH."  THE SAVIOR SAID: "HE WHO IS IS INEFFABLE. NO PRINCIPLE KNEW HIM, NO AUTHORITY, NO SUBJECTION, NOR ANY CREATURE FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD UNTIL NOW, EXCEPT HE ALONE, AND ANYONE TO WHOM HE WANTS TO MAKE REVELATION THROUGH HIM WHO IS FROM FIRST LIGHT. FROM NOW ON, I AM THE GREAT SAVIOR. FOR HE IS IMMORTAL AND ETERNAL. NOW HE IS ETERNAL, HAVING NO BIRTH; FOR EVERYONE WHO HAS BIRTH WILL PERISH. HE IS UNBEGOTTEN, HAVING NO BEGINNING; FOR EVERYONE WHO HAS A BEGINNING HAS AN END. SINCE NO ONE RULES OVER HIM, HE HAS NO NAME; FOR WHOEVER HAS A NAME IS THE CREATION OF ANOTHER." (BG 84, 13-17 ADDS: HE IS UNNAMEABLE. HE HAS NO HUMAN FORM; FOR WHOEVER HAS HUMAN FORM IS THE CREATION OF ANOTHER). "AND HE HAS A SEMBLANCE OF HIS OWN - NOT LIKE WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN AND RECEIVED, BUT A STRANGE SEMBLANCE THAT SURPASSES ALL THINGS AND IS BETTER THAN THE UNIVERSE. IT LOOKS TO EVERY SIDE AND SEES ITSELF FROM ITSELF. SINCE IT IS INFINITE, HE IS EVER INCOMPREHENSIBLE. HE IS IMPERISHABLE AND HAS NO LIKENESS (TO ANYTHING). HE IS UNCHANGING GOOD. HE IS FAULTLESS. HE IS ETERNAL. HE IS BLESSED. WHILE HE IS NOT KNOWN, HE EVER KNOWS HIMSELF. HE IS IMMEASURABLE. HE IS UNTRACEABLE. HE IS PERFECT, HAVING NO DEFECT. HE IS IMPERISHABILITY BLESSED. HE IS CALLED 'FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE.'" PHILIP SAID: "LORD, HOW, THEN, DID HE APPEAR TO THE PERFECT ONES?"  THE PERFECT SAVIOR SAID TO HIM: "BEFORE ANYTHING IS VISIBLE OF THOSE THAT ARE VISIBLE, THE MAJESTY AND THE AUTHORITY ARE IN HIM, SINCE HE EMBRACES THE WHOLE OF THE TOTALITIES, WHILE NOTHING EMBRACES HIM. FOR HE IS ALL MIND. AND HE IS THOUGHT AND CONSIDERING AND REFLECTING AND RATIONALITY AND POWER. THEY ALL ARE EQUAL POWERS. THEY ARE THE SOURCES OF THE TOTALITIES. AND THEIR WHOLE RACE FROM FIRST TO LAST WAS IN HIS FOREKNOWLEDGE, (THAT OF) THE INFINITE, UNBEGOTTEN FATHER." THOMAS SAID TO HIM: "LORD, SAVIOR, WHY DID THESE COME TO BE, AND WHY WERE THESE REVEALED?"  THE PERFECT SAVIOR SAID: "I CAME FROM THE INFINITE THAT I MIGHT TELL YOU ALL THINGS. SPIRITWHO-IS WAS THE BEGETTER, WHO HAD THE POWER <OF> A BEGETTER AND A FORM-GIVER`S NATURE, THAT THE GREAT WEALTH THAT WAS HIDDEN IN HIM MIGHT BE REVEALED. BECAUSE OF HIS MERCY AND HIS LOVE, HE WISHED TO BRING FORTH FRUIT BY HIMSELF, THAT HE MIGHT NOT <ENJOY> HIS GOODNESS ALONE, BUT (THAT) OTHER SPIRITS OF THE UNWAVERING GENERATION MIGHT BRING FORTH BODY AND FRUIT, GLORY AND HONOR, IN IMPERISHABLENESS AND HIS INFINITE GRACE, THAT HIS TREASURE MIGHT BE REVEALED BY SELF-BEGOTTEN GOD, THE FATHER OF EVERY IMPERISHABLENESS AND THOSE THAT CAME TO BE AFTERWARD. BUT THEY HAD NOT YET COME TO VISIBILITY. NOW A GREAT DIFFERENCE EXISTS AMONG THE IMPERISHABLES." HE CALLED OUT, SAYING: "WHOEVER HAS EARS TO HEAR ABOUT THE INFINITIES, LET HIM HEAR!"; AND "I HAVE ADDRESSED THOSE WHO ARE AWAKE." STILL HE CONTINUED AND SAID: "EVERYTHING THAT CAME FROM THE PERISHABLE WILL PERISH, SINCE IT CAME FROM THE PERISHABLE. BUT WHATEVER CAME FROM IMPERISHABLENESS DOES NOT PERISH BUT BECOMES IMPERISHABLE. SO, MANY MEN WENT ASTRAY BECAUSE THEY HAD NOT KNOWN THIS DIFFERENCE AND THEY DIED." MARY SAID TO HIM: "LORD, THEN HOW WILL WE KNOW THAT?"  THE PERFECT SAVIOR SAID: "COME (YOU) FROM INVISIBLE THINGS TO THE END OF THOSE THAT ARE VISIBLE, AND THE VERY EMANATION OF THOUGHT WILL REVEAL TO YOU HOW FAITH IN THOSE THINGS THAT ARE NOT VISIBLE WAS FOUND IN THOSE THAT ARE VISIBLE, THOSE THAT BELONG TO UNBEGOTTEN FATHER. WHOEVER HAS EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR! "THE LORD OF THE UNIVERSE IS NOT CALLED 'FATHER', BUT 'FOREFATHER', THE BEGINNING OF THOSE THAT WILL APPEAR, BUT HE (THE LORD) IS THE BEGINNINGLESS FOREFATHER. SEEING HIMSELF WITHIN HIMSELF IN A MIRROR, HE APPEARED RESEMBLING HIMSELF, BUT HIS LIKENESS APPEARED AS DIVINE SELF-FATHER, AND <AS> CONFRONTER OVER THE CONFRONTED ONES, FIRST EXISTENT UNBEGOTTEN FATHER. HE IS INDEED OF EQUAL AGE <WITH> THE LIGHT THAT IS BEFORE HIM, BUT HE IS NOT EQUAL TO HIM IN POWER. "AND AFTERWARD WAS REVEALED A WHOLE MULTITUDE OF CONFRONTING, SELF-BEGOTTEN ONES, EQUAL IN AGE AND POWER, BEING IN GLORY (AND) WITHOUT NUMBER, WHOSE RACE IS CALLED 'THE GENERATION OVER WHOM THERE IS NO KINGDOM' FROM THE ONE IN WHOM YOU YOURSELVES HAVE APPEARED FROM THESE MEN. AND THAT WHOLE MULTITUDE OVER WHICH THERE IS NO KINGDOM IS CALLED 'SONS OF UNBEGOTTEN FATHER, GOD, SAVIOR, SON OF GOD,' WHOSE LIKENESS IS WITH YOU. NOW HE IS THE UNKNOWABLE, WHO IS FULL OF EVER-IMPERISHABLE GLORY AND INEFFABLE JOY. THEY ALL ARE AT REST IN HIM, EVER REJOICING IN INEFFABLE JOY IN HIS UNCHANGING GLORY AND MEASURELESS JUBILATION; THIS WAS NEVER HEARD OR KNOWN AMONG ALL THE AEONS AND THEIR WORLDS UNTIL NOW." MATTHEW SAID TO HIM: "LORD, SAVIOR, HOW WAS MAN REVEALED?"  THE PERFECT SAVIOR SAID: "I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT HE WHO APPEARED BEFORE THE UNIVERSE IN INFINITY, SELF-GROWN, SELF-CONSTRUCTED FATHER, BEING FULL OF SHINING LIGHT AND INEFFABLE, IN THE BEGINNING, WHEN HE DECIDED TO HAVE HIS LIKENESS BECOME A GREAT POWER, IMMEDIATELY THE PRINCIPLE (OR BEGINNING) OF THAT LIGHT APPEARED AS IMMORTAL ANDROGYNOUS MAN, THAT THROUGH THAT IMMORTAL ANDROGYNOUS MAN THEY MIGHT ATTAIN THEIR SALVATION AND AWAKE FROM FORGETFULNESS THROUGH THE INTERPRETER WHO WAS SENT, WHO IS WITH YOU UNTIL THE END OF THE POVERTY OF THE ROBBERS. "AND HIS CONSORT IS THE GREAT SOPHIA, WHO FROM THE FIRST WAS DESTINED IN HIM FOR UNION BY SELF-BEGOTTEN FATHER, FROM IMMORTAL MAN, WHO APPEARED AS FIRST AND DIVINITY AND KINGDOM, FOR THE FATHER, WHO IS CALLED 'MAN, SELF-FATHER', REVEALED THIS. AND HE CREATED A GREAT AEON, WHOSE NAME IS 'OGDOAD', FOR HIS OWN MAJESTY. "HE WAS GIVEN GREAT AUTHORITY, AND HE RULED OVER THE CREATION OF POVERTY. HE CREATED GODS AND ANGELS, <AND> ARCHANGELS, MYRIADS WITHOUT NUMBER FOR RETINUE, FROM THAT LIGHT AND THE TRI-MALE SPIRIT, WHICH IS THAT OF SOPHIA, HIS CONSORT. FOR FROM THIS, GOD ORIGINATED DIVINITY AND KINGDOM. THEREFORE, HE WAS CALLED 'GOD OF GODS' AND 'KING OF KINGS'. "FIRST MAN HAS HIS UNIQUE MIND, WITHIN, AND THOUGHT - JUST AS HE IS IT (THOUGHT) - (AND) CONSIDERING, REFLECTING, RATIONALITY, POWER. ALL THE ATTRIBUTES THAT EXIST ARE PERFECT AND IMMORTAL. IN RESPECT TO IMPERISHABLENESS, THEY ARE INDEED EQUAL. (BUT) IN RESPECT TO POWER, THEY ARE DIFFERENT, LIKE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN FATHER AND SON <, AND SON> AND THOUGHT, AND THE THOUGHT AND THE REMAINDER. AS I SAID EARLIER, AMONG THE THINGS THAT WERE CREATED, THE MONAD IS FIRST. "AND AFTER EVERYTHING, ALL THAT WAS REVEALED APPEARED FROM HIS POWER. AND FROM WHAT WAS CREATED, ALL THAT WAS FASHIONED APPEARED; FROM WHAT WAS FASHIONED APPEARED WHAT WAS FORMED; FROM WHAT WAS FORMED, WHAT WAS NAMED. THUS, CAME THE DIFFERENCE AMONG THE UNBEGOTTEN ONES FROM BEGINNING TO END." THEN BARTHOLOMEW SAID TO HIM: "HOW (IS IT THAT) <HE> WAS DESIGNATED IN THE GOSPEL 'MAN' AND 'SON OF MAN'? TO WHICH OF THEM, THEN, IS THIS SON RELATED?"  THE HOLY ONE SAID TO HIM: "I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT FIRST MAN IS CALLED 'BEGETTER, SELFPERFECTED MIND'. HE REFLECTED WITH GREAT SOPHIA, HIS CONSORT, AND REVEALED HIS FIRSTBEGOTTEN, ANDROGYNOUS SON. HIS MALE NAME IS DESIGNATED 'FIRST BEGETTER, SON OF GOD', HIS FEMALE NAME, 'FIRST BEGETTRESS SOPHIA, MOTHER OF THE UNIVERSE'. SOME CALL HER 'LOVE'. NOW FIRST-BEGOTTEN IS CALLED 'CHRIST'. SINCE HE HAS AUTHORITY FROM HIS FATHER, HE CREATED A MULTITUDE OF ANGELS WITHOUT NUMBER FOR RETINUE FROM SPIRIT AND LIGHT." HIS DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM: "LORD, REVEAL TO US ABOUT THE ONE CALLED 'MAN', THAT WE ALSO MAY KNOW HIS GLORY EXACTLY."  THE PERFECT SAVIOR SAID: "WHOEVER HAS EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR. FIRST BEGETTER FATHER IS CALLED 'ADAM, EYE OF LIGHT,' BECAUSE HE CAME FROM SHINING LIGHT, AND HIS HOLY ANGELS, WHO ARE INEFFABLE (AND) SHADOWLESS, EVER REJOICE WITH JOY IN THEIR REFLECTING, WHICH THEY RECEIVED FROM THEIR FATHER. THE WHOLE KINGDOM OF SON OF MAN, WHO IS CALLED 'SON OF GOD,' IS FULL OF INEFFABLE AND SHADOWLESS JOY, AND UNCHANGING JUBILATION, (THEY) REJOICING OVER HIS IMPERISHABLE GLORY, WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN HEARD UNTIL NOW, NOR HAS IT BEEN REVEALED IN THE AEONS THAT CAME AFTERWARD, AND THEIR WORLDS. I CAME FROM SELF-BEGOTTEN AND FIRST INFINITE LIGHT, THAT I MIGHT REVEAL EVERYTHING TO YOU." AGAIN, HIS DISCIPLES SAID: "TELL US CLEARLY HOW THEY CAME DOWN FROM THE INVISIBILITIES, FROM THE IMMORTAL TO THE WORLD THAT DIES?"  THE PERFECT SAVIOR SAID: "SON OF MAN CONSENTED WITH SOPHIA, HIS CONSORT, AND REVEALED A GREAT ANDROGYNOUS LIGHT. HIS MALE NAME IS DESIGNATED 'SAVIOR, BEGETTER OF ALL THINGS'. HIS FEMALE NAME IS DESIGNATED 'ALL-BEGETTRESS SOPHIA'. SOME CALL HER 'PISTIS'. "ALL WHO COME INTO THE WORLD, LIKE A DROP FROM THE LIGHT, ARE SENT BY HIM TO THE WORLD OF ALMIGHTY, THAT THEY MIGHT BE GUARDED BY HIM. AND THE BOND OF HIS FORGETFULNESS BOUND HIM BY THE WILL OF SOPHIA, THAT THE MATTER MIGHT BE <REVEALED> THROUGH IT TO THE WHOLE WORLD IN POVERTY, CONCERNING HIS (ALMIGHTY'S) ARROGANCE AND BLINDNESS AND THE IGNORANCE THAT HE WAS NAMED. BUT I CAME FROM THE PLACES ABOVE BY THE WILL OF THE GREAT LIGHT, (I) WHO ESCAPED FROM THAT BOND; I HAVE CUT OFF THE WORK OF THE ROBBERS; I HAVE AWAKENED THAT DROP THAT WAS SENT FROM SOPHIA, THAT IT MIGHT BEAR MUCH FRUIT THROUGH ME, AND BE PERFECTED AND NOT AGAIN BE DEFECTIVE, BUT BE <JOINED> THROUGH ME, THE GREAT SAVIOR, THAT HIS GLORY MIGHT BE REVEALED, SO THAT SOPHIA MIGHT ALSO BE JUSTIFIED IN REGARD TO THAT DEFECT, THAT HER SONS MIGHT NOT AGAIN BECOME DEFECTIVE BUT MIGHT ATTAIN HONOR AND GLORY AND GO UP TO THEIR FATHER, AND KNOW THE WORDS OF THE MASCULINE LIGHT. AND YOU WERE SENT BY THE SON, WHO WAS SENT THAT YOU MIGHT RECEIVE LIGHT, AND REMOVE YOURSELVES FROM THE FORGETFULNESS OF THE AUTHORITIES, AND THAT IT MIGHT NOT AGAIN COME TO APPEARANCE BECAUSE OF YOU, NAMELY, THE UNCLEAN RUBBING THAT IS FROM THE FEARFUL FIRE THAT CAME FROM THEIR FLESHLY PART. TREAD UPON THEIR MALICIOUS INTENT." THEN THOMAS SAID TO HIM: "LORD, SAVIOR, HOW MANY ARE THE AEONS OF THOSE WHO SURPASS THE HEAVENS?"  THE PERFECT SAVIOR SAID: "I PRAISE YOU (PL.) BECAUSE YOU ASK ABOUT THE GREAT AEONS, FOR YOUR ROOTS ARE IN THE INFINITIES. NOW WHEN THOSE WHOM I HAVE DISCUSSED EARLIER WERE REVEALED, HE PROVIDED... [PAGES 109 AND 110 ARE MISSING, REPLACED HERE BY THE CORRESPONDING SECTION IN THE BERLIN GNOSTIC CODEX (NO.8502), THE BEGINNING OF WHICH IS SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT FROM THE FINAL PARTIAL SENTENCE OF III 108 (THE BROKEN OFF SENTENCE)] [BG107]: "NOW WHEN THOSE WHOM I HAVE DISCUSSED EARLIER WERE REVEALED, SELF-BEGETTER FATHER VERY SOON CREATED TWELVE AEONS FOR RETINUE FOR THE TWELVE ANGELS. ALL THESE ARE PERFECT AND GOOD. THUS, THE DEFECT IN THE FEMALE APPEARED." AND <HE> SAID TO HIM: "HOW MANY ARE THE AEONS OF THE IMMORTALS, STARTING FROM THE INFINITIES?"  THE PERFECT SAVIOR SAID: "WHOEVER HAS EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR. THE FIRST AEON IS THAT OF SON OF MAN, WHO IS CALLED 'FIRST BEGETTER', WHO IS CALLED 'SAVIOR', WHO HAS APPEARED. THE SECOND AEON (IS) THAT OF MAN, WHO IS CALLED 'ADAM, EYE OF LIGHT'. THAT WHICH EMBRACES THESE IS THE AEON OVER WHICH THERE IS NO KINGDOM, (THE AEON) OF THE ETERNAL INFINITE GOD, THE SELF-BEGOTTEN AEON OF THE AEONS THAT ARE IN IT, (THE AEON) OF THE IMMORTALS, WHOM I DESCRIBED EARLIER, (THE AEON) ABOVE THE SEVENTH, THAT APPEARED FROM SOPHIA, WHICH IS THE FIRST AEON. "NOW IMMORTAL MAN REVEALED AEONS AND POWERS AND KINGDOMS, AND GAVE AUTHORITY TO ALL WHO APPEAR IN HIM, THAT THEY MIGHT EXERCISE THEIR DESIRES UNTIL THE LAST THINGS THAT ARE ABOVE CHAOS. FOR THESE CONSENTED WITH EACH OTHER AND REVEALED EVERY MAGNIFICENCE, EVEN FROM SPIRIT, MULTITUDINOUS LIGHTS THAT ARE GLORIOUS AND WITHOUT NUMBER. THESE WERE CALLED IN THE BEGINNING, THAT IS, THE FIRST AEON AND <THE SECOND> AND <THE THIRD>. THE FIRST <IS> CALLED 'UNITY AND REST'. EACH ONE HAS ITS (OWN) NAME; FOR THE <THIRD> AEON WAS DESIGNATED 'ASSEMBLY' FROM THE GREAT MULTITUDE THAT APPEARED: IN ONE, A MULTITUDE REVEALED THEMSELVES. NOW BECAUSE THE MULTITUDES GATHER AND COME TO A, UNITY WE CALL THEM 'ASSEMBLY OF THE EIGHTH.'IT APPEARED AS ANDROGYNOUS AND WAS NAME PARTLY AS MALE AND PARTLY AS FEMALE. THE MALE IS CALLED 'ASSEMBLY', WHILE THE FEMALE IS CALLED 'LIFE', THAT IT MIGHT BE SHOWN THAT FROM A FEMALE CAME THE LIFE FOR ALL THE AEONS. AND EVERY NAME WAS RECEIVED, STARTING FROM THE BEGINNING. "FOR FROM HIS CONCURRENCE WITH HIS THOUGHT, THE POWERS VERY SOON APPEARED WHO WERE CALLED 'GODS'; AND THE GODS OF THE GODS FROM THEIR WISDOM REVEALED GODS; <AND THE GODS> FROM THEIR WISDOM REVEALED LORDS; AND THE LORDS OF THE LORDS FROM THEIR THINKINGS REVEALED LORDS; AND THE LORDS FROM THEIR POWER REVEALED ARCHANGELS; THE ARCHANGELS FROM THEIR WORDS REVEALED ANGELS; FROM THEM, SEMBLANCES APPEARED, WITH STRUCTURE AND FORM AND NAME FOR ALL THE AEONS AND THEIR WORLDS. "AND THE IMMORTALS, WHOM I HAVE JUST DESCRIBED, ALL HAVE AUTHORITY FROM IMMORTAL MAN, WHO IS CALLED 'SILENCE', BECAUSE BY REFLECTING WITHOUT SPEECH ALL HER OWN MAJESTY WAS PERFECTED. FOR SINCE THE IMPERISHABILITIES HAD THE AUTHORITY, EACH CREATED A GREAT KINGDOM IN THE EIGHTH, (AND) ALSO THRONES AND TEMPLES (AND) FIRMAMENTS FOR THEIR OWN MAJESTIES. FOR THESE ALL CAME BY THE WILL OF THE MOTHER OF THE UNIVERSE." THEN THE HOLY APOSTLES SAID TO HIM: "LORD, SAVIOR, TELL US ABOUT THOSE WHO ARE IN THE AEONS, SINCE IT IS NECESSARY FOR US TO ASK ABOUT THEM."  THE PERFECT SAVIOR SAID: "IF YOU ASK ABOUT ANYTHING, I WILL TELL YOU. THEY CREATED HOSTS OF ANGELS, MYRIADS WITHOUT NUMBER, FOR RETINUE AND THEIR GLORY. THEY CREATED VIRGIN SPIRITS, THE INEFFABLE AND UNCHANGEABLE LIGHTS. FOR THEY HAVE NO SICKNESS NOR WEAKNESS, BUT IT IS WILL. [BG 115,14 ADDS HERE: AND THEY CAME TO BE IN AN INSTANT.] "THUS, THE AEONS WERE COMPLETED QUICKLY IN THE HEAVENS AND THE FIRMAMENTS IN THE GLORY OF IMMORTAL MAN AND SOPHIA, HIS CONSORT: THE AREA FROM WHICH EVERY AEON AND THE WORLD AND THOSE THAT CAME AFTERWARD TOOK (THEIR) PATTERN FOR THEIR CREATION OF LIKENESSES IN THE HEAVENS OF CHAOS AND THEIR WORLDS. AND ALL NATURES, STARTING FROM THE REVELATION OF CHAOS, ARE IN THE LIGHT THAT SHINES WITHOUT SHADOW, AND JOY THAT CANNOT BE DESCRIBED, AND UNUTTERABLE JUBILATION. THEY EVER DELIGHT THEMSELVES ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR UNCHANGING GLORY AND THE IMMEASURABLE REST, WHICH CANNOT BE DESCRIBED AMONG ALL THE AEONS THAT CAME TO BE AFTERWARD, AND ALL THEIR POWERS. NOW ALL THAT I HAVE JUST SAID TO YOU, I SAID THAT YOU MIGHT SHINE IN LIGHT MORE THAN THESE." MARY SAID TO HIM: "HOLY LORD, WHERE DID YOUR DISCIPLES COME FROM, AND WHERE ARE THEY GOING, AND (WHAT) SHOULD THEY DO HERE?"  THE PERFECT SAVIOR SAID TO THEM: "I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT SOPHIA, THE MOTHER OF THE UNIVERSE AND THE CONSORT, DESIRED BY HERSELF TO BRING THESE TO EXISTENCE WITHOUT HER MALE (CONSORT). BUT BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE, THAT HIS UNIMAGINABLE GOODNESS MIGHT BE REVEALED, HE CREATED THAT CURTAIN BETWEEN THE IMMORTALS AND THOSE THAT CAME AFTERWARD, THAT THE CONSEQUENCE MIGHT FOLLOW ... [BG 118:] ... EVERY AEON AND CHAOS - THAT THE DEFECT OF THE FEMALE MIGHT <APPEAR>, AND IT MIGHT COME ABOUT THAT ERROR WOULD CONTEND WITH HER. AND THESE BECAME THE CURTAIN OF SPIRIT. FROM <THE> AEONS ABOVE THE EMANATIONS OF LIGHT, AS I HAVE SAID ALREADY, A DROP FROM LIGHT AND SPIRIT CAME DOWN TO THE LOWER REGIONS OF ALMIGHTY IN CHAOS, THAT THEIR MOLDED FORMS MIGHT APPEAR FROM THAT DROP, FOR IT IS A JUDGMENT ON HIM, ARCH-BEGETTER, WHO IS CALLED 'YALDABAOTH'. THAT DROP REVEALED THEIR MOLDED FORMS THROUGH THE BREATH, AS A LIVING SOUL. IT WAS WITHERED AND IT SLUMBERED IN THE IGNORANCE OF THE SOUL. WHEN IT BECAME HOT FROM THE BREATH OF THE GREAT LIGHT OF THE MALE, AND IT TOOK THOUGHT, (THEN) NAMES WERE RECEIVED BY ALL WHO ARE IN THE WORLD OF CHAOS, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE IN IT THROUGH THAT IMMORTAL ONE, WHEN THE BREATH BLEW INTO HIM. BUT WHEN THIS CAME ABOUT BY THE WILL OF MOTHER SOPHIA - SO THAT IMMORTAL MAN MIGHT PIECE TOGETHER THE GARMENTS THERE FOR A JUDGMENT ON THE ROBBERS - <HE> THEN WELCOMED THE BLOWING OF THAT BREATH; BUT SINCE HE WAS SOUL-LIKE, HE WAS NOT ABLE TO TAKE THAT POWER FOR HIMSELF UNTIL THE NUMBER OF CHAOS SHOULD BE COMPLETE, (THAT IS,) WHEN THE TIME DETERMINED BY THE GREAT ANGEL IS COMPLETE. "NOW I HAVE TAUGHT YOU ABOUT IMMORTAL MAN AND HAVE LOOSED THE BONDS OF THE ROBBERS FROM HIM. I HAVE BROKEN THE GATES OF THE PITILESS ONES IN THEIR PRESENCE. I HAVE HUMILIATED THEIR MALICIOUS INTENT, AND THEY ALL HAVE BEEN SHAMED AND HAVE RISEN FROM THEIR IGNORANCE. BECAUSE OF THIS, THEN, I CAME HERE, THAT THEY MIGHT BE JOINED WITH THAT SPIRIT AND BREATH, [III CONTINUES:] AND MIGHT FROM TWO BECOME ONE, JUST AS FROM THE FIRST, THAT YOU MIGHT YIELD MUCH FRUIT AND GO UP TO HIM WHO IS FROM THE BEGINNING, IN INEFFABLE JOY AND GLORY AND HONOR AND GRACE OF THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE. "WHOEVER, THEN, KNOWS THE FATHER IN PURE KNOWLEDGE WILL DEPART TO THE FATHER AND REPOSE IN UNBEGOTTEN FATHER. BUT WHOEVER KNOWS HIM DEFECTIVELY WILL DEPART TO THE DEFECT AND THE REST OF THE EIGHTH. NOW WHOEVER KNOWS IMMORTAL SPIRIT OF LIGHT IN SILENCE, THROUGH REFLECTING AND CONSENT IN THE TRUTH, LET HIM BRING ME SIGNS OF THE INVISIBLE ONE, AND HE WILL BECOME A LIGHT IN THE SPIRIT OF SILENCE. WHOEVER KNOWS SON OF MAN IN KNOWLEDGE AND LOVE, LET HIM BRING ME A SIGN OF SON OF MAN, THAT HE MIGHT DEPART TO THE DWELLINGPLACES WITH THOSE IN THE EIGHTH. "BEHOLD, I HAVE REVEALED TO YOU THE NAME OF THE PERFECT ONE, THE WHOLE WILL OF THE MOTHER OF THE HOLY ANGELS, THAT THE MASCULINE MULTITUDE MAY BE COMPLETED HERE, THAT THERE MIGHT APPEAR IN THE AEONS, THE INFINITIES AND THOSE THAT CAME TO BE IN THE UNTRACEABLE WEALTH OF THE GREAT INVISIBLE SPIRIT, THAT THEY ALL MIGHT TAKE FROM HIS GOODNESS, EVEN THE WEALTH OF THEIR REST THAT HAS NO KINGDOM OVER IT. I CAME FROM FIRST WHO WAS SENT, THAT I MIGHT REVEAL TO YOU HIM WHO IS FROM THE BEGINNING, BECAUSE OF THE ARROGANCE OF ARCHBEGETTER AND HIS ANGELS, SINCE THEY SAY ABOUT THEMSELVES THAT THEY ARE GODS. AND I CAME TO REMOVE THEM FROM THEIR BLINDNESS, THAT I MIGHT TELL EVERYONE ABOUT THE GOD WHO IS ABOVE THE UNIVERSE. THEREFORE, TREAD UPON THEIR GRAVES, HUMILIATE THEIR MALICIOUS INTENT, AND BREAK THEIR YOKE AND AROUSE MY OWN. I HAVE GIVEN YOU AUTHORITY OVER ALL THINGS AS SONS OF LIGHT, THAT YOU MIGHT TREAD UPON THEIR POWER WITH YOUR FEET." THESE ARE THE THINGS THE BLESSED SAVIOR SAID, AND HE DISAPPEARED FROM THEM. THEN ALL THE DISCIPLES WERE IN GREAT, INEFFABLE JOY IN THE SPIRIT FROM THAT DAY ON. AND HIS DISCIPLES BEGAN TO PREACH THE GOSPEL OF GOD, THE ETERNAL, IMPERISHABLE SPIRIT. AMEN.  
THE TEACHINGS OF SILVANUS
ABOLISH EVERY CHILDISH TIME OF LIFE, ACQUIRE FOR YOURSELF STRENGTH OF MIND AND SOUL, AND INTENSIFY THE STRUGGLE AGAINST EVERY FOLLY OF THE PASSIONS OF LOVE AND BASE WICKEDNESS, AND LOVE OF PRAISE, AND FONDNESS OF CONTENTION, AND TIRESOME JEALOUSY AND WRATH, AND ANGER AND THE DESIRE OF AVARICE. GUARD YOUR (PL.) CAMP AND WEAPONS AND SPEARS. ARM YOURSELF AND ALL THE SOLDIERS, WHICH ARE THE WORDS, AND THE COMMANDERS, WHICH ARE THE COUNSELS, AND YOUR MIND AS A GUIDING PRINCIPLE. MY SON, THROW EVERY ROBBER OUT OF YOUR GATES. GUARD ALL YOUR GATES WITH TORCHES, WHICH ARE THE WORDS, AND YOU WILL ACQUIRE THROUGH ALL THESE THINGS A QUIET LIFE. BUT HE WHO WILL NOT GUARD THESE THINGS WILL BECOME LIKE A CITY WHICH IS DESOLATE, SINCE IT HAS BEEN CAPTURED. ALL KINDS OF WILD BEASTS HAVE TRAMPLED UPON IT, FOR THOUGHTS WHICH ARE NOT GOOD ARE EVIL WILD BEASTS. AND YOUR CITY WILL BE FILLED WITH ROBBERS, AND YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ACQUIRE PEACE, BUT ONLY ALL KINDS OF SAVAGE WILD BEASTS. THE WICKED ONE, WHO IS A TYRANT, IS LORD OVER THESE. WHILE DIRECTING THIS, HE (THE WICKED ONE) IS BENEATH THE GREAT MIRE. THE WHOLE CITY, WHICH IS YOUR SOUL, WILL PERISH. REMOVE YOURSELF FROM THESE THINGS, O WRETCHED SOUL! BRING YOUR GUIDE AND YOUR TEACHER. THE MIND IS THE GUIDE, BUT REASON IS THE TEACHER. THEY WILL BRING YOU OUT OF DESTRUCTION AND DANGERS. LISTEN, MY SON, TO MY ADVICE! DO NOT SHOW YOUR BACK TO ENEMIES AND FLEE, BUT RATHER, PURSUE THEM AS A STRONG ONE. BE NOT AN ANIMAL, WITH MEN PURSUING YOU; BUT RATHER, BE A MAN, WITH YOU PURSUING THE EVIL WILD BEASTS, LEST SOME HOW THEY BECOME VICTORIOUS OVER YOU AND TRAMPLE UPON YOU AS ON A DEAD MAN, AND YOU PERISH DUE TO THEIR WICKEDNESS. OH, WRETCHED MAN, WHAT WILL YOU DO IF YOU FALL INTO THEIR HANDS? PROTECT YOURSELF, LEST YOU BE DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF YOUR ENEMIES. ENTRUST YOURSELF TO THIS PAIR OF FRIENDS, REASON AND MIND, AND NO ONE WILL BE VICTORIOUS OVER YOU. MAY GOD DWELL IN YOUR CAMP, MAY HIS SPIRIT PROTECT YOUR GATES, AND MAY THE MIND OF DIVINITY PROTECT THE WALLS. LET HOLY REASON BECOME A TORCH IN YOUR MIND, BURNING THE WOOD WHICH IS THE WHOLE OF SIN. AND IF YOU DO THESE THINGS, O MY SON, YOU WILL BE VICTORIOUS OVER ALL YOUR ENEMIES, AND THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO WAGE WAR AGAINST YOU, NEITHER WILL THEY BE ABLE TO RESIST, NOR WILL THEY BE ABLE TO GET IN YOUR WAY. FOR IF YOU FIND THESE, YOU WILL DESPISE THEM AS DENIERS OF TRUTH. THEY WILL SPEAK TO YOU, CAJOLING YOU AND ENTICING (YOU), NOT BECAUSE THEY ARE AFRAID OF YOU, BUT BECAUSE THEY ARE AFRAID OF THOSE WHO DWELL WITHIN YOU, NAMELY, THE GUARDIANS OF THE DIVINITY AND THE TEACHING. MY SON, ACCEPT THE EDUCATION AND THE TEACHING. DO NOT FLEE FROM THE EDUCATION AND THE TEACHING, BUT WHEN YOU ARE TAUGHT, ACCEPT (IT) WITH JOY. AND IF YOU ARE EDUCATED IN ANY MATTER, DO WHAT IS GOOD. YOU WILL PLAIT A CROWN OF EDUCATION BY YOUR GUIDING PRINCIPLE. PUT ON THE HOLY TEACHING LIKE A ROBE. MAKE YOURSELF NOBLE-MINDED THROUGH GOOD CONDUCT. OBTAIN THE AUSTERITY OF GOOD DISCIPLINE. JUDGE YOURSELF LIKE A WISE JUDGE. DO NOT GO ASTRAY FROM MY TEACHING, AND DO NOT ACQUIRE IGNORANCE, LEST YOU LEAD YOUR PEOPLE ASTRAY. DO NOT FLEE FROM THE DIVINE AND THE TEACHING WHICH ARE WITHIN YOU, FOR HE WHO IS TEACHING YOU LOVES YOU VERY MUCH. FOR HE SHALL BEQUEATH TO YOU A WORTHY AUSTERITY. CAST OUT THE ANIMAL NATURE WHICH IS WITHIN YOU, AND DO NOT ALLOW BASE THOUGHT TO ENTER YOU. FOR...YOU KNOW THE WAY WHICH I TEACH. IF IT IS GOOD TO RULE OVER THE FEW, AS YOU SEE IT, HOW MUCH BETTER IT IS THAT YOU RULE OVER EVERYONE, SINCE YOU ARE EXALTED ABOVE EVERY CONGREGATION AND EVERY PEOPLE, (ARE) PROMINENT IN EVERY RESPECT, AND (ARE) A DIVINE REASON, HAVING BECOME MASTER OVER EVERY POWER WHICH KILLS THE SOUL. MY SON, DOES ANYONE WANT TO BE A SLAVE? WHY, THEN, DO YOU TROUBLE YOURSELF WRONGLY? MY SON, DO NOT FEAR ANYONE EXCEPT GOD ALONE, THE EXALTED ONE. CAST THE DECEITFULNESS OF THE DEVIL FROM YOU. ACCEPT THE LIGHT FOR YOUR EYES, AND CAST THE DARKNESS FROM YOU. LIVE IN CHRIST, AND YOU WILL ACQUIRE A TREASURE IN HEAVEN. DO NOT BECOME A SAUSAGE (MADE) OF MANY THINGS WHICH ARE USELESS, AND DO NOT BECOME A GUIDE IN YOUR BLIND IGNORANCE. MY SON, LISTEN TO MY TEACHING, WHICH IS GOOD AND USEFUL, AND END THE SLEEP WHICH WEIGHS HEAVILY UPON YOU. DEPART FROM THE FORGETFULNESS WHICH FILLS YOU WITH DARKNESS, SINCE IF YOU WERE UNABLE TO DO ANYTHING, I WOULD NOT HAVE SAID THESE THINGS TO YOU. BUT CHRIST HAS COME IN ORDER TO GIVE YOU THIS GIFT. WHY DO YOU PURSUE THE DARKNESS WHEN THE LIGHT IS AT YOUR DISPOSAL? WHY DO YOU DRINK STALE WATER, THOUGH SWEET WINE IS AVAILABLE FOR YOU? WISDOM SUMMONS YOU, YET YOU DESIRE FOLLY. NOT BY YOUR OWN DESIRE DO YOU DO THESE THINGS, BUT IT IS THE ANIMAL NATURE WITHIN YOU THAT DOES THEM. WISDOM SUMMONS YOU IN HER GOODNESS, SAYING, "COME TO ME, ALL OF YOU, O FOOLISH ONES, THAT YOU MAY RECEIVE A GIFT, THE UNDERSTANDING WHICH IS GOOD AND EXCELLENT. I AM GIVING TO YOU A HIGH-PRIESTLY GARMENT WHICH IS WOVEN FROM EVERY (KIND OF) WISDOM." WHAT ELSE IS EVIL DEATH EXCEPT IGNORANCE? WHAT ELSE IS EVIL DARKNESS EXCEPT FAMILIARITY WITH FORGETFULNESS? CAST YOUR ANXIETY UPON GOD ALONE. DO NOT BECOME DESIROUS OF GOLD AND SILVER, WHICH ARE PROFITLESS, BUT CLOTHE YOURSELF WITH WISDOM LIKE A ROBE; PUT KNOWLEDGE ON YOURSELF LIKE A CROWN, AND BE SEATED UPON A THRONE OF PERCEPTION. FOR THESE ARE YOURS, AND YOU WILL RECEIVE THEM AGAIN ON HIGH ANOTHER TIME. FOR A FOOLISH MAN USUALLY PUTS ON FOLLY LIKE A ROBE, AND LIKE A GARMENT OF SORROW, HE PUTS ON SHAME. AND HE CROWNS HIMSELF WITH IGNORANCE, AND TAKES HIS SEAT UPON A THRONE OF NESCIENCE. FOR WHILE HE IS WITHOUT REASON, HE LEADS ONLY HIMSELF ASTRAY, FOR HE IS GUIDED BY IGNORANCE. AND HE GOES THE WAYS OF THE DESIRE OF EVERY PASSION. HE SWIMS IN THE DESIRES OF LIFE AND HAS SUNK. TO BE SURE, HE THINKS THAT HE FINDS PROFIT WHEN HE DOES ALL THE THINGS WHICH ARE WITHOUT PROFIT. THE WRETCHED MAN WHO GOES THROUGH ALL THESE THINGS WILL DIE, BECAUSE HE DOES NOT HAVE THE MIND, THE HELMSMAN. BUT HE IS LIKE A SHIP WHICH THE WIND TOSSES TO AND FRO, AND LIKE A LOOSE HORSE WHICH HAS NO RIDER. FOR THIS (MAN) NEEDED THE RIDER, WHICH IS REASON. FOR THE WRETCHED ONE WENT ASTRAY BECAUSE HE DID NOT WANT ADVICE. HE WAS THROWN TO AND FRO BY THESE THREE MISFORTUNES: HE ACQUIRED DEATH AS A FATHER, IGNORANCE AS A MOTHER, AND EVIL COUNSELS - HE ACQUIRED THEM AS FRIENDS AND BROTHERS. THEREFORE, FOOLISH ONE, YOU SHOULD MOURN FOR YOURSELF. FROM NOW ON, THEN, MY SON, RETURN TO YOUR DIVINE NATURE. CAST FROM YOU THESE EVIL, DECEIVING FRIENDS! ACCEPT CHRIST, THIS TRUE FRIEND, AS A GOOD TEACHER. CAST FROM YOU, DEATH, WHICH HAS BECOME A FATHER TO YOU. FOR DEATH DID NOT EXIST, NOR WILL IT EXIST AT THE END. BUT SINCE YOU CAST FROM YOURSELF GOD, THE HOLY FATHER, THE TRUE LIFE, THE SPRING OF LIFE, THEREFORE YOU HAVE OBTAINED DEATH AS A FATHER AND HAVE ACQUIRED IGNORANCE AS A MOTHER. THEY HAVE ROBBED YOU OF THE TRUE KNOWLEDGE. BUT RETURN, MY SON, TO YOUR FIRST FATHER, GOD, AND WISDOM, YOUR MOTHER, FROM WHOM YOU CAME INTO BEING FROM THE VERY FIRST IN ORDER THAT YOU MIGHT FIGHT AGAINST ALL OF YOUR ENEMIES, THE POWERS OF THE ADVERSARY. LISTEN, MY SON, TO MY ADVICE. DO NOT BE ARROGANT IN OPPOSITION TO EVERY GOOD OPINION, BUT TAKE FOR YOURSELF THE SIDE OF THE DIVINITY OF REASON. KEEP THE HOLY COMMANDMENTS OF JESUS CHRIST, AND YOU WILL REIGN OVER EVERY PLACE ON EARTH, AND WILL BE HONORED BY THE ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS. THEN YOU WILL ACQUIRE THEM AS FRIENDS AND FELLOW SERVANTS, AND YOU WILL ACQUIRE PLACES IN HEAVEN ABOVE. DO NOT BRING GRIEF AND TROUBLE TO THE DIVINE WHICH IS WITHIN YOU. BUT WHEN YOU WILL CARE FOR IT, WILL REQUEST OF IT THAT YOU REMAIN PURE, AND WILL BECOME SELF-CONTROLLED IN YOUR SOUL AND BODY, YOU WILL BECOME A THRONE OF WISDOM, AND ONE BELONGING TO GOD'S HOUSEHOLD. HE WILL GIVE YOU A GREAT LIGHT THROUGH IT (WISDOM). BUT BEFORE EVERYTHING (ELSE), KNOW YOUR BIRTH. KNOW YOURSELF, THAT IS, FROM WHAT SUBSTANCE YOU ARE, OR FROM WHAT RACE, OR FROM WHAT SPECIES. UNDERSTAND THAT YOU HAVE COME INTO BEING FROM THREE RACES: FROM THE EARTH, FROM THE FORMED, AND FROM THE CREATED. THE BODY HAS COME INTO BEING FROM THE EARTH WITH AN EARTHLY SUBSTANCE, BUT THE FORMED, FOR THE SAKE OF THE SOUL, HAS COME INTO BEING FROM THE THOUGHT OF THE DIVINE. THE CREATED, HOWEVER, IS THE MIND, WHICH HAS COME INTO BEING IN CONFORMITY WITH THE IMAGE OF GOD. THE DIVINE MIND HAS SUBSTANCE FROM THE DIVINE, BUT THE SOUL IS THAT WHICH HE (GOD) FORMED FOR THEIR OWN HEARTS. FOR I THINK THAT IT (THE SOUL) EXISTS AS WIFE OF THAT WHICH HAS COME INTO BEING IN CONFORMITY WITH THE IMAGE, BUT MATTER IS THE SUBSTANCE OF THE BODY, WHICH HAS COME INTO BEING FROM THE EARTH. IF YOU MIX YOURSELF, YOU WILL ACQUIRE THE THREE PARTS AS YOU FALL FROM VIRTUE INTO INFERIORITY. LIVE ACCORDING TO THE MIND. DO NOT THINK ABOUT THINGS PERTAINING TO THE FLESH. ACQUIRE STRENGTH, FOR THE MIND IS STRONG. IF YOU FALL FROM THIS OTHER, YOU HAVE BECOME MALE-FEMALE. AND IF YOU CAST OUT OF YOURSELF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE MIND, WHICH IS THOUGHT, YOU HAVE CUT OFF THE MALE PART, AND TURNED YOURSELF TO THE FEMALE PART ALONE. YOU HAVE BECOME PSYCHIC, SINCE YOU HAVE RECEIVED THE SUBSTANCE OF THE FORMED. IF YOU CAST OUT THE SMALLEST PART OF THIS, SO THAT YOU DO NOT ACQUIRE AGAIN A HUMAN PART - BUT YOU HAVE ACCEPTED FOR YOURSELF THE ANIMAL THOUGHT AND LIKENESS - YOU HAVE BECOME FLESHLY, SINCE YOU HAVE TAKEN ON ANIMAL NATURE. FOR (IF) IT IS DIFFICULT TO FIND A PSYCHICAL MAN, HOW MUCH MORE SO TO FIND THE LORD? BUT I SAY THAT GOD IS THE SPIRITUAL ONE. MAN HAS TAKEN SHAPE FROM THE SUBSTANCE OF GOD. THE DIVINE SOUL SHARES PARTLY IN THIS ONE; FURTHERMORE, IT SHARES PARTLY IN THE FLESH. THE BASE SOUL IS WONT TO TURN FROM SIDE TO SIDE, [...] WHICH IT IMAGES THE TRUTH. IT IS GOOD FOR YOU, O MAN, TO TURN YOURSELF TOWARD THE HUMAN, RATHER THAN TOWARD THE ANIMAL NATURE - I MEAN TOWARD THE FLESHLY. YOU WILL TAKE ON THE LIKENESS OF THE PART TOWARD WHICH YOU WILL TURN YOURSELF. I SHALL SAY SOMETHING FURTHER TO YOU. AGAIN, FOR WHAT WILL YOU (MASC. SG.) BE ZEALOUS? DID YOU (FEM. SG.) WISH TO BECOME ANIMAL WHEN YOU HAD COME INTO THIS KIND OF NATURE? BUT RATHER, SHARE IN A TRUE NATURE OF LIFE. TO BE SURE, ANIMALITY WILL GUIDE YOU INTO THE RACE OF THE EARTH, BUT THE RATIONAL NATURE WILL GUIDE YOU IN RATIONAL WAYS. TURN TOWARD THE RATIONAL NATURE, AND CAST FROM YOURSELF THE EARTH-BEGOTTEN NATURE. O SOUL, PERSISTENT ONE, BE SOBER AND SHAKE OFF YOUR DRUNKENNESS, WHICH IS THE WORK OF IGNORANCE. IF YOU PERSIST AND LIVE IN THE BODY, YOU DWELL IN RUSTICITY. WHEN YOU ENTERED INTO A BODILY BIRTH, YOU WERE BEGOTTEN. COME INTO BEING INSIDE THE BRIDAL CHAMBER! BE ILLUMINATED IN MIND! MY SON, DO NOT SWIM IN ANY WATER, AND DO NOT ALLOW YOURSELF TO BE DEFILED BY STRANGE KINDS OF KNOWLEDGE. CERTAINLY, YOU KNOW THAT THE SCHEMES OF THE ADVERSARY ARE NOT FEW, AND (THAT) THE TRICKS WHICH HE HAS ARE VARIED? ESPECIALLY HAS THE NOETIC MAN BEEN ROBBED OF THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE SNAKE. FOR IT IS FITTING FOR YOU TO BE IN AGREEMENT WITH THE INTELLIGENCE OF (THESE) TWO: WITH THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE SNAKE AND WITH THE INNOCENCE OF THE DOVE - LEST HE (THE ADVERSARY) COME INTO YOU IN THE GUISE OF A FLATTERER, AS A TRUE FRIEND, SAYING, "I ADVISE GOOD THINGS FOR YOU." BUT YOU DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE DECEITFULNESS OF THIS ONE WHEN YOU RECEIVED HIM AS A TRUE FRIEND. FOR HE CASTS INTO YOUR HEART EVIL THOUGHTS AS GOOD ONES, AND HYPOCRISY IN THE GUISE OF TRUE WISDOM, AVIDITY IN THE GUISE OF CONSERVATIVE FRUGALITY, LOVE OF GLORY IN THE GUISE OF THAT WHICH IS BEAUTIFUL, BOASTFULNESS AND PRIDE IN THE GUISE OF GREAT AUSTERITY, AND GODLESSNESS AS GREAT GODLINESS. FOR HE WHO SAYS, "I HAVE MANY GODS," IS GODLESS. AND HE CASTS SPURIOUS KNOWLEDGE INTO YOUR HEART IN THE GUISE OF MYSTERIOUS WORDS. WHO WILL BE ABLE TO COMPREHEND HIS THOUGHTS AND DEVICES, WHICH ARE VARIED, SINCE HE IS A GREAT MIND FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO ACCEPT HIM AS KING? MY SON, HOW WILL YOU BE ABLE TO COMPREHEND THE SCHEMES OF THIS ONE, OR HIS SOUL-KILLING COUNSEL? FOR HIS DEVICES, AND THE SCHEMES OF HIS WICKEDNESS, ARE MANY. AND THINK ABOUT HIS ENTRANCES, THAT IS, HOW HE WILL ENTER YOUR SOUL, AND IN WHAT GARMENT HE WILL ENTER YOU. ACCEPT CHRIST, WHO IS ABLE TO SET YOU FREE, AND WHO HAS TAKEN ON THE DEVICES OF THAT ONE, SO THAT THROUGH THESE HE MIGHT DESTROY HIM BY DECEIT. FOR THIS IS THE KING WHOM YOU HAVE WHO IS FOREVER INVINCIBLE, AGAINST WHOM NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO FIGHT NOR SAY A WORD. THIS IS YOUR KING AND YOUR FATHER, FOR THERE IS NO ONE LIKE HIM. THE DIVINE TEACHER IS WITH YOU ALWAYS. HE IS A HELPER, AND HE MEETS YOU BECAUSE OF THE GOOD WHICH IS IN YOU. DO NOT PUT MALICIOUSNESS IN YOUR JUDGMENT, FOR EVERY MALICIOUS MAN HARMS HIS HEART. FOR ONLY A FOOLISH MAN IS WANT TO HIS DESTRUCTION, BUT A WISE MAN KNOWS HIS WAY. AND A FOOLISH MAN DOES NOT GUARD AGAINST SPEAKING (A) MYSTERY: A WISE MAN (HOWEVER) DOES NOT BLURT OUT EVERY WORD, BUT HE WILL BE DISCRIMINATING TOWARD THOSE WHO HEAR. DO NOT MENTION EVERYTHING IN THE PRESENCE OF THOSE WHOM YOU DO NOT KNOW. HAVE A GREAT NUMBER OF FRIENDS, BUT NOT COUNSELORS. FIRST, EXAMINE YOUR COUNSELOR, FOR DO NOT HONOR ANYONE WHO FLATTERS. THEIR WORD, TO BE SURE, IS SWEET AS HONEY, BUT THEIR HEART IS FULL OF HELLEBORE. FOR WHENEVER THEY THINK THAT THEY HAVE BECOME A RELIABLE FRIEND, THEN THEY WILL DECEITFULLY TURN AGAINST YOU, AND THEY WILL CAST YOU DOWN INTO THE MIRE. DO NOT TRUST ANYONE AS A FRIEND, FOR THIS WHOLE WORLD HAS COME INTO BEING DECEITFULLY, AND EVERY MAN IS TROUBLED IN VAIN. ALL THINGS OF THE WORLD ARE NOT PROFITABLE, BUT THEY HAPPEN IN VAIN. THERE IS NO ONE, NOT EVEN A BROTHER (WHO IS TRUSTWORTHY), SINCE EACH ONE IS SEEKING HIS OWN ADVANTAGE. MY SON, DO NOT HAVE ANYONE AS A FRIEND, BUT IF YOU DO ACQUIRE ONE, DO NOT ENTRUST YOURSELF TO HIM. ENTRUST YOURSELF TO GOD ALONE AS FATHER AND AS FRIEND. FOR EVERYONE PROCEEDS DECEITFULLY, WHILE THE WHOLE EARTH IS FULL OF SUFFERING AND PAIN - THINGS IN WHICH THERE IS NO PROFIT. IF YOU WISH TO PASS YOUR LIFE IN QUIET, DO NOT KEEP COMPANY WITH ANYONE. AND IF YOU DO KEEP COMPANY WITH THEM, BE AS IF YOU DO NOT. BE PLEASING TO GOD, AND YOU WILL NOT NEED ANYONE. LIVE WITH CHRIST AND HE WILL SAVE YOU. FOR HE IS THE TRUE LIGHT AND THE SUN OF LIFE. FOR JUST AS THE SUN WHICH IS VISIBLE AND MAKES LIGHT FOR THE EYES OF THE FLESH, SO CHRIST ILLUMINATES EVERY MIND AND THE HEART. FOR (IF) A WICKED MAN (WHO IS) IN THE BODY (HAS) AN EVIL DEATH, HOW MUCH MORE SO (DOES) HE WHO HAS HIS MIND BLIND. FOR EVERY BLIND MAN GOES ALONG IN SUCH A WAY THAT HE IS SEEN JUST AS ONE WHO DOES NOT HAVE HIS MIND SANE. HE DOES NOT DELIGHT IN ACQUIRING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST, WHICH IS REASON. FOR EVERYTHING WHICH IS VISIBLE IS A COPY OF THAT WHICH IS HIDDEN. FOR AS A FIRE WHICH BURNS IN A PLACE WITHOUT BEING CONFINED TO IT, SO IT IS WITH THE SUN WHICH IS IN THE SKY, ALL OF WHOSE RAYS EXTEND TO PLACES ON THE EARTH. SIMILARLY, CHRIST HAS A SINGLE BEING, AND HE GIVES LIGHT TO EVERY PLACE. THIS IS ALSO THE WAY IN WHICH HE SPEAKS OF OUR MIND, AS IF IT WERE A LAMP WHICH BURNS AND LIGHTS UP THE PLACE. (BEING) IN A PART OF THE SOUL, IT GIVES LIGHT TO ALL THE PARTS. FURTHERMORE, I SHALL SPEAK OF WHAT IS MORE EXALTED THAN THIS: THE MIND, WITH RESPECT TO ACTUAL BEING, IS IN A PLACE, WHICH MEANS IT IS IN THE BODY; BUT WITH RESPECT TO THOUGHT, THE MIND IS NOT IN A PLACE. FOR HOW CAN IT BE IN A PLACE, WHEN IT CONTEMPLATES EVERY PLACE? BUT WE ARE ABLE TO MENTION WHAT IS MORE EXALTED THAN THIS: FOR DO NOT THINK IN YOUR HEART THAT GOD EXISTS IN A PLACE. IF YOU LOCALIZE THE LORD OF ALL IN A PLACE, THEN IT IS FITTING FOR YOU TO SAY THAT THE PLACE IS MORE EXALTED THAN HE WHO DWELLS IN IT. FOR THAT WHICH CONTAINS IS MORE EXALTED THAN THAT WHICH IS CONTAINED. FOR THERE IS NO PLACE WHICH IS CALLED INCORPOREAL. FOR IT IS NOT RIGHT FOR US TO SAY THAT GOD IS CORPOREAL. FOR THE CONSEQUENCE (WOULD BE) THAT WE (MUST) ATTRIBUTE BOTH INCREASE AND DECREASE TO THE CORPOREAL, BUT ALSO THAT HE (GOD) WHO IS SUBJECT TO THESE WILL NOT REMAIN IMPERISHABLE. NOW, IT IS NOT DIFFICULT TO KNOW THE CREATOR OF ALL CREATURES, BUT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO COMPREHEND THE LIKENESS OF THIS ONE. FOR IT IS DIFFICULT NOT ONLY FOR MEN TO COMPREHEND GOD, BUT IT IS (ALSO) DIFFICULT FOR EVERY DIVINE BEING, (BOTH) THE ANGELS AND THE ARCHANGELS. IT IS NECESSARY TO KNOW GOD AS HE IS. YOU CANNOT KNOW GOD THROUGH ANYONE EXCEPT CHRIST, WHO HAS THE IMAGE OF THE FATHER, FOR THIS IMAGE REVEALS THE TRUE LIKENESS IN CORRESPONDENCE TO THAT WHICH IS REVEALED. A KING IS NOT USUALLY KNOWN APART FROM AN IMAGE. CONSIDER THESE THINGS ABOUT GOD: HE IS IN EVERY PLACE; ON THE OTHER HAND, HE IS IN NO PLACE. WITH RESPECT TO POWER, TO BE SURE, HE IS IN EVERY PLACE; BUT WITH RESPECT TO DIVINITY, HE IS IN NO PLACE. SO THEN, IT IS POSSIBLE TO KNOW GOD A LITTLE. WITH RESPECT TO HIS POWER, HE FILLS EVERY PLACE, BUT IN THE EXALTATION OF HIS DIVINITY, NOTHING CONTAINS HIM. EVERYTHING IS IN GOD, BUT GOD IS NOT IN ANYTHING. NOW WHAT IS IT TO KNOW GOD? GOD IS ALL WHICH IS IN THE TRUTH. BUT IT IS AS IMPOSSIBLE TO LOOK AT CHRIST AS AT THE SUN. GOD SEES EVERYONE; NO ONE LOOKS AT HIM. BUT CHRIST, WITHOUT BEING JEALOUS, RECEIVES AND GIVES. HE IS THE LIGHT OF THE FATHER, AS HE GIVES LIGHT WITHOUT BEING JEALOUS. IN THIS MANNER HE GIVES LIGHT TO EVERY PLACE. AND ALL IS CHRIST, HE WHO HAS INHERITED ALL FROM THE EXISTENT ONE. FOR CHRIST IS THE IDEA OF INCORRUPTIBILITY, AND HE IS THE LIGHT WHICH IS SHINING UNDEFILED. FOR THE SUN (SHINES) ON EVERY IMPURE PLACE, AND YET IT IS NOT DEFILED. SO, IT IS WITH CHRIST: EVEN IF HE IS IN THE DEFICIENCY, YET HE IS WITHOUT DEFICIENCY. AND EVEN IF HE HAS BEEN BEGOTTEN, HE IS (STILL) UNBEGOTTEN. SO, IT IS WITH CHRIST: IF, ON THE ONE HAND, HE IS COMPREHENSIBLE, ON THE OTHER, HE IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE WITH RESPECT TO HIS ACTUAL BEING. CHRIST IS ALL. HE WHO DOES NOT POSSESS ALL IS UNABLE TO KNOW CHRIST. MY SON, DO NOT DARE TO SAY A WORD ABOUT THIS ONE, AND DO NOT CONFINE THE GOD OF ALL TO MENTAL IMAGES. FOR HE WHO CONDEMNS MAY NOT BE CONDEMNED BY THE ONE WHO CONDEMNS. INDEED, IT IS GOOD TO ASK AND TO KNOW WHO GOD IS. REASON AND MIND ARE MALE NAMES. INDEED, LET HIM WHO WISHES TO KNOW ABOUT THIS ONE, QUIETLY AND REVERENTLY ASK. FOR THERE IS NO SMALL DANGER IN SPEAKING ABOUT THESE THINGS, SINCE YOU KNOW THAT YOU WILL BE JUDGED ON THE BASIS OF EVERYTHING THAT YOU SAY. AND UNDERSTAND BY THIS THAT HE WHO IS IN DARKNESS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SEE ANYTHING UNLESS HE RECEIVES THE LIGHT AND RECOVERS (HIS) SIGHT BY MEANS OF IT. EXAMINE YOURSELF (TO SEE) WHETHER YOU WHOLLY HAVE THE LIGHT, SO THAT, IF YOU ASK ABOUT THESE THINGS, YOU MAY UNDERSTAND HOW YOU WILL ESCAPE. FOR MANY ARE SEEKING IN DARKNESS, AND THEY GROPE ABOUT, WISHING TO UNDERSTAND, SINCE THERE IS NO LIGHT FOR THEM. MY SON, DO NOT ALLOW YOUR MIND TO STARE DOWNWARD, BUT RATHER, LET IT LOOK BY MEANS OF THE LIGHT AT THINGS ABOVE. FOR THE LIGHT WILL ALWAYS COME FROM ABOVE. EVEN IF IT (THE MIND) IS UPON THE EARTH, LET IT SEEK TO PURSUE THE THINGS ABOVE. ENLIGHTEN YOUR MIND WITH THE LIGHT OF HEAVEN, SO THAT YOU MAY TURN TO THE LIGHT OF HEAVEN. DO NOT TIRE OF KNOCKING ON THE DOOR OF REASON, AND DO NOT CEASE WALKING IN THE WAY OF CHRIST. WALK IN IT SO THAT YOU MAY RECEIVE REST FROM YOUR LABORS. IF YOU WALK IN ANOTHER WAY, THERE WILL BE NO PROFIT IN IT. FOR ALSO THOSE WHO WALK IN THE BROAD WAY WILL GO DOWN AT THEIR END TO THE PERDITION OF THE MIRE. FOR THE UNDERWORLD IS OPEN WIDE FOR THE SOUL, AND THE PLACE OF PERDITION IS BROAD. ACCEPT CHRIST, THE NARROW WAY. FOR HE IS OPPRESSED AND BEARS AFFLICTION FOR YOUR SIN. O SOUL, PERSISTENT ONE, IN WHAT IGNORANCE YOU EXIST! FOR WHO IS YOUR GUIDE INTO THE DARKNESS? HOW MANY LIKENESSES DID CHRIST TAKE ON BECAUSE OF YOU! ALTHOUGH HE WAS GOD, HE WAS FOUND AMONG MEN AS A MAN. HE DESCENDED TO THE UNDERWORLD. HE RELEASED THE CHILDREN OF DEATH. THEY WERE IN TRAVAIL, AS THE SCRIPTURE OF GOD HAS SAID. AND HE SEALED UP THE (VERY) HEART OF IT (THE UNDERWORLD). AND HE BROKE ITS (THE UNDERWORLD'S) STRONG BOWS COMPLETELY. AND WHEN ALL THE POWERS HAD SEEN HIM, THEY FLED, SO THAT HE MIGHT BRING YOU, WRETCHED ONE, UP FROM THE ABYSS, AND MIGHT DIE FOR YOU AS A RANSOM FOR YOUR SIN. HE SAVED YOU FROM THE STRONG HAND OF THE UNDERWORLD. BUT YOU, YOURSELF, DIFFICULT (THOUGH IT BE) GIVE TO HIM YOUR FUNDAMENTAL ASSENT WITH (EVEN SO MUCH AS) A HINT THAT HE MAY TAKE YOU UP WITH JOY! NOW THE FUNDAMENTAL CHOICE, WHICH IS HUMILITY OF HEART, IS THE GIFT OF CHRIST. A CONTRITE HEART IS THE ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICE. IF YOU HUMBLE YOURSELF, YOU WILL BE GREATLY EXALTED; AND IF YOU EXALT YOURSELF, YOU WILL BE EXCEEDINGLY HUMBLED. MY SON, GUARD YOURSELF AGAINST WICKEDNESS, AND DO NOT LET THE SPIRIT OF WICKEDNESS CAST YOU DOWN INTO THE ABYSS. FOR HE IS MAD AND BITTER. HE IS TERRIFYING, AND HE CASTS EVERYONE DOWN INTO A PIT OF MIRE. IT IS A GREAT AND GOOD THING NOT TO LOVE FORNICATION, AND NOT EVEN TO THINK OF THE WRETCHED MATTER AT ALL, FOR TO THINK OF IT IS DEATH. IT IS NOT GOOD FOR ANY MAN TO FALL INTO DEATH. FOR A SOUL WHICH HAS BEEN FOUND IN DEATH WILL BE WITHOUT REASON. FOR IT IS BETTER NOT TO LIVE THAN TO ACQUIRE AN ANIMAL'S LIFE. PROTECT YOURSELF, LEST YOU ARE BURNED BY THE FIRES OF FORNICATION. FOR MANY WHO ARE SUBMERGED IN FIRE ARE ITS SERVANTS, WHOM YOU DO NOT KNOW AS YOUR ENEMIES. O MY SON, STRIP OFF THE OLD GARMENT OF FORNICATION, AND PUT ON THE GARMENT WHICH IS CLEAN AND SHINING, THAT YOU MAY BE BEAUTIFUL IN IT. BUT WHEN YOU HAVE THIS GARMENT, PROTECT IT WELL. RELEASE YOURSELF FROM EVERY BOND, SO THAT YOU MAY ACQUIRE FREEDOM. IF YOU CAST OUT OF YOURSELF THE DESIRE WHOSE DEVICES ARE MANY, YOU WILL RELEASE YOURSELF FROM THE SINS OF LUST. LISTEN, O SOUL, TO MY ADVICE. DO NOT BECOME A DEN OF FOXES AND SNAKES, NOR A HOLE OF SERPENTS AND ASPS, NOR A DWELLING PLACE OF LIONS, OR A PLACE OF REFUGE OF BASILISK-SNAKES. WHEN THESE THINGS HAPPEN TO YOU, O SOUL, WHAT WILL YOU DO? FOR THESE ARE THE POWERS OF THE ADVERSARY. EVERYTHING WHICH IS DEAD WILL COME INTO YOU THROUGH THEM (THE POWERS). FOR THEIR FOOD IS EVERYTHING WHICH IS DEAD, AND EVERY UNCLEAN THING. FOR WHEN THESE ARE WITHIN YOU, WHAT LIVING THING WILL COME INTO YOU? THE LIVING ANGELS WILL DETEST YOU. YOU WERE A TEMPLE, (BUT) YOU HAVE MADE YOURSELF A TOMB. CEASE BEING A TOMB, AND BECOME (AGAIN) A TEMPLE, SO THAT UPRIGHTNESS AND DIVINITY MAY REMAIN IN YOU. LIGHT THE LIGHT WITHIN YOU. DO NOT EXTINGUISH IT! CERTAINLY, NO ONE LIGHTS A LAMP FOR WILD BEASTS OR THEIR YOUNG. RAISE YOUR DEAD WHO HAVE DIED, FOR THEY LIVED AND HAVE DIED FOR YOU. GIVE THEM LIFE. THEY SHALL LIVE AGAIN! FOR THE TREE OF LIFE IS CHRIST. HE IS WISDOM. FOR HE IS WISDOM; HE IS ALSO THE WORD. HE IS THE LIFE, THE POWER, AND THE DOOR. HE IS THE LIGHT, THE ANGEL, AND THE GOOD SHEPHERD. ENTRUST YOURSELF TO THIS ONE WHO BECAME ALL FOR YOUR SAKE. KNOCK ON YOURSELF AS UPON A DOOR, AND WALK UPON YOURSELF AS ON A STRAIGHT ROAD. FOR IF YOU WALK ON THE ROAD, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU TO GO ASTRAY. AND IF YOU KNOCK WITH THIS ONE (WISDOM), YOU KNOCK ON HIDDEN TREASURES. FOR SINCE HE (CHRIST) IS WISDOM, HE MAKES THE FOOLISH MAN WISE. HE (WISDOM) IS A HOLY KINGDOM AND A SHINING ROBE. FOR IT (WISDOM) IS MUCH GOLD, WHICH GIVES YOU GREAT HONOR. THE WISDOM OF GOD BECAME A TYPE OF FOOL FOR YOU, SO THAT IT MIGHT TAKE YOU UP, O FOOLISH ONE, AND MAKE YOU A WISE MAN. AND THE LIFE DIED FOR YOU WHEN HE WAS POWERLESS, SO THAT THROUGH HIS DEATH, HE MIGHT GIVE LIFE TO YOU WHO HAVE DIED. ENTRUST YOURSELF TO REASON AND REMOVE YOURSELF FROM ANIMALISM. FOR THE ANIMAL WHICH HAS NO REASON IS MADE MANIFEST. FOR MANY, THINK THAT THEY HAVE REASON, BUT IF YOU LOOK AT THEM ATTENTIVELY, THEIR SPEECH IS ANIMALISTIC. GIVE YOURSELF GLADNESS FROM THE TRUE VINE OF CHRIST. SATISFY YOURSELF WITH THE TRUE WINE, IN WHICH THERE IS NO DRUNKENNESS NOR ERROR. FOR IT (THE TRUE WINE) MARKS THE END OF DRINKING, SINCE THERE IS USUALLY IN IT WHAT GIVES JOY TO THE SOUL AND THE MIND, THROUGH THE SPIRIT OF GOD. BUT FIRST, NURTURE YOUR REASONING POWERS BEFORE YOU DRINK OF IT (THE TRUE WINE). DO NOT PIERCE YOURSELF WITH THE SWORD OF SIN. DO NOT BURN YOURSELF, O WRETCHED ONE, WITH THE FIRE OF LUST. DO NOT SURRENDER YOURSELF TO BARBARIANS LIKE A PRISONER, NOR TO SAVAGE BEASTS WHICH WANT TO TRAMPLE UPON YOU. FOR THEY ARE AS LIONS WHICH ROAR VERY LOUDLY. BE NOT DEAD LEST THEY TRAMPLE UPON YOU. YOU SHALL BE MAN! IT IS POSSIBLE FOR YOU THROUGH REASONING TO CONQUER THEM. BUT THE MAN WHO DOES NOTHING IS UNWORTHY OF (BEING CALLED) RATIONAL MAN. THE RATIONAL MAN IS HE WHO FEARS GOD. HE WHO FEARS GOD DOES NOTHING INSOLENT. AND HE WHO GUARDS HIMSELF AGAINST DOING ANYTHING INSOLENT IS ONE WHO KEEPS HIS GUIDING PRINCIPLE. ALTHOUGH HE IS A MAN WHO EXISTS ON EARTH, HE MAKES HIMSELF LIKE GOD. BUT HE WHO MAKES HIMSELF LIKE GOD IS ONE WHO DOES NOTHING UNWORTHY OF GOD, ACCORDING TO THE STATEMENT OF PAUL, WHO HAS BECOME LIKE CHRIST. FOR WHO SHOWS REVERENCE FOR GOD WHILE NOT WANTING TO DO THINGS WHICH ARE PLEASING TO HIM? FOR PIETY IS THAT WHICH IS FROM THE HEART, AND PIETY FROM THE HEART (CHARACTERIZES) EVERY SOUL WHICH IS NEAR TO GOD. THE SOUL WHICH IS A MEMBER OF GOD'S HOUSEHOLD IS ONE WHICH IS KEPT PURE, AND THE SOUL WHICH HAS PUT ON CHRIST IS ONE WHICH IS PURE. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR IT TO SIN. NOW WHERE CHRIST IS, THERE SIN IS IDLE. LET CHRIST ALONE ENTER YOUR WORLD, AND LET HIM BRING TO NAUGHT ALL POWERS WHICH HAVE COME UPON YOU. LET HIM ENTER THE TEMPLE WHICH IS WITHIN YOU, SO THAT HE MAY CAST OUT ALL THE MERCHANTS. LET HIM DWELL IN THE TEMPLE WHICH IS WITHIN YOU, AND MAY YOU BECOME FOR HIM A PRIEST AND A LEVITE, ENTERING IN PURITY. BLESSED ARE YOU, O SOUL, IF YOU FIND THIS ONE IN YOUR TEMPLE. BLESSED ARE YOU STILL MORE IF YOU PERFORM HIS SERVICE. BUT HE WHO WILL DEFILE THE TEMPLE OF GOD, THAT ONE GOD WILL DESTROY. FOR YOU LAY YOURSELF OPEN, O MAN, IF YOU CAST THIS ONE OUT OF YOUR TEMPLE. FOR WHENEVER THE ENEMIES DO NOT SEE CHRIST IN YOU, THEN THEY WILL COME INTO YOU ARMED IN ORDER TO CRUSH YOU. O MY SON, I HAVE GIVEN YOU ORDERS CONCERNING THESE THINGS MANY TIMES SO THAT YOU WOULD ALWAYS GUARD YOUR SOUL. IT IS NOT YOU WHO WILL CAST HIM (CHRIST) OUT, BUT HE WILL CAST YOU OUT. FOR IF YOU FLEE FROM HIM, YOU WILL FALL INTO GREAT SIN. AGAIN, IF YOU FLEE FROM HIM, YOU WILL BECOME FOOD FOR YOUR ENEMIES. FOR ALL BASE PERSONS FLEE FROM THEIR LORD, AND THE (MAN) BASE IN VIRTUE AND WISDOM FLEES FROM CHRIST. FOR EVERY MAN WHO IS SEPARATED (FROM HIM) FALLS INTO THE CLAWS OF WILD BEASTS. KNOW WHO CHRIST IS, AND ACQUIRE HIM AS A FRIEND, FOR THIS IS THE FRIEND WHO IS FAITHFUL. HE IS ALSO GOD AND TEACHER. THIS ONE, BEING GOD, BECAME MAN FOR YOUR SAKE. IT IS THIS ONE WHO BROKE THE IRON BARS OF THE UNDERWORLD, AND THE BRONZE BOLTS. IT IS THIS ONE WHO ATTACKED AND CAST DOWN EVERY HAUGHTY TYRANT. IT IS HE WHO LOOSENED FROM HIMSELF THE CHAINS OF WHICH HE HAD TAKEN HOLD. HE BROUGHT UP THE POOR FROM THE ABYSS AND THE MOURNERS FROM THE UNDERWORLD. IT IS HE WHO HUMBLED THE HAUGHTY POWERS; HE WHO PUT TO SHAME HAUGHTINESS THROUGH HUMILITY; HE WHO HAS CAST DOWN THE STRONG AND THE BOASTER THROUGH WEAKNESS; HE WHO, IN HIS CONTEMPT, SCORNED THAT WHICH IS CONSIDERED AN HONOR, SO THAT HUMILITY FOR GOD'S SAKE MIGHT BE HIGHLY EXALTED; (AND) HE WHO HAS PUT ON HUMANITY. AND YET, THE DIVINE WORD IS GOD, HE WHO BEARS PATIENTLY WITH MAN ALWAYS. HE WISHED TO PRODUCE HUMILITY IN THE EXALTED. HE (CHRIST), WHO HAS EXALTED MAN BECAME LIKE GOD, NOT IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT BRING GOD DOWN TO MAN, BUT THAT MAN MIGHT BECOME LIKE GOD. O THIS GREAT GOODNESS OF GOD! O CHRIST, KING, WHO HAS REVEALED TO MEN THE GREAT DIVINITY, KING OF EVERY VIRTUE AND KING OF LIFE, KING OF AGES AND GREAT ONE OF THE HEAVENS, HEAR MY WORDS AND FORGIVE ME! FURTHERMORE, HE MANIFESTED A GREAT ZEAL FOR DIVINITY. WHERE IS A MAN (WHO IS) WISE OR POWERFUL IN INTELLIGENCE, OR A MAN WHOSE DEVICES ARE MANY BECAUSE HE KNOWS WISDOM? LET HIM SPEAK WISDOM; LET HIM UTTER GREAT BOASTING! FOR EVERY MAN HAS BECOME A FOOL AND HAS SPOKEN OUT OF HIS (OWN) KNOWLEDGE. FOR HE (CHRIST) CONFOUNDED THE COUNSELS OF GUILEFUL PEOPLE, AND HE PREVAILED OVER THOSE WISE IN THEIR OWN UNDERSTANDING. WHO WILL BE ABLE TO DISCOVER THE COUNSEL OF THE ALMIGHTY, OR TO SPEAK OF THE DIVINITY, OR TO PROCLAIM IT CORRECTLY? IF WE HAVE NOT EVEN BEEN ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THE COUNSELS OF OUR COMPANIONS, WHO WILL BE ABLE TO COMPREHEND THE DIVINITY, OR THE DIVINITIES OF THE HEAVENS? IF WE SCARCELY FIND THINGS ON EARTH, WHO WILL SEARCH FOR THE THINGS OF HEAVEN? A GREAT POWER AND GREAT GLORY, HAS MADE THE WORLD KNOWN. AND THE LIFE OF HEAVEN WISHES TO RENEW ALL, THAT HE MAY CAST OUT THAT WHICH IS WEAK, AND EVERY BLACK FORM, THAT EVERYONE MAY SHINE FORTH IN HEAVENLY GARMENTS IN ORDER TO MAKE MANIFEST THE COMMAND OF THE FATHER (WHO) IS EXCEEDINGLY BRILLIANT, AND THAT HE (CHRIST) MAY CROWN THOSE WISHING TO CONTEND WELL. CHRIST, BEING JUDGE OF THE CONTEST, IS HE WHO CROWNED EVERY ONE, TEACHING EVERY ONE TO CONTEND. THIS ONE WHO CONTENDED FIRST RECEIVED THE CROWN, GAINED DOMINION, AND APPEARED, GIVING LIGHT TO EVERYONE. AND ALL WERE MADE NEW THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE MIND. O LORD ALMIGHTY, HOW MUCH GLORY SHALL I GIVE THEE? NO ONE HAS BEEN ABLE TO GLORIFY GOD ADEQUATELY. IT IS THOU WHO HAST GIVEN GLORY TO THY WORD IN ORDER TO SAVE EVERYONE, O MERCIFUL GOD. (IT IS) HE WHO HAS COME FROM THY MOUTH AND HAS RISEN FROM THY HEART, THE FIRST-BORN, THE WISDOM, THE PROTOTYPE, THE FIRST LIGHT. FOR HE IS LIGHT FROM THE POWER OF GOD, AND HE IS AN EMANATION OF THE PURE GLORY OF THE ALMIGHTY. HE IS THE SPOTLESS MIRROR OF THE WORKING OF GOD, AND HE IS THE IMAGE OF HIS GOODNESS. FOR HE IS ALSO THE LIGHT OF THE ETERNAL LIGHT. HE IS THE EYE WHICH LOOKS AT THE INVISIBLE FATHER, ALWAYS SERVING AND FORMING BY THE FATHER'S WILL. HE ALONE WAS BEGOTTEN BY THE FATHER'S GOOD [SEXLESS] PLEASURE. FOR HE IS AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE WORD, AND HE IS WISDOM AND LIFE. HE GIVES LIFE TO, AND NOURISHES, ALL LIVING THINGS AND POWERS. JUST AS THE SOUL GIVES LIFE TO ALL THE MEMBERS, HE RULES ALL WITH POWER AND GIVES LIFE TO THEM. FOR HE IS THE BEGINNING AND THE END OF EVERYONE, WATCHING OVER ALL AND ENCOMPASSING THEM. HE IS TROUBLED ON BEHALF OF EVERYONE, AND HE REJOICES AND ALSO MOURNS. ON THE ONE HAND, HE MOURNS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE GOTTEN AS THEIR LOT THE PLACE OF PUNISHMENT; ON THE OTHER, HE IS TROUBLED ABOUT EVERY ONE WHOM HE ARDUOUSLY BRINGS TO INSTRUCTION. BUT HE REJOICES OVER EVERYONE WHO IS IN PURITY. THEN BEWARE, LEST SOMEHOW YOU FALL INTO THE HANDS OF ROBBERS. DO NOT ALLOW SLEEP TO YOUR EYES NOR DROWSINESS TO YOUR EYELIDS, THAT YOU MAY BE SAVED LIKE A GAZELLE FROM NETS, AND LIKE A BIRD FROM A TRAP. FIGHT THE GREAT FIGHT AS LONG AS THE FIGHT LASTS, WHILE ALL THE POWERS ARE STARING AFTER YOU - NOT ONLY THE HOLY ONES, BUT ALSO ALL THE POWERS OF THE ADVERSARY. WOE TO YOU IF YOU ARE VANQUISHED IN THE MIDST OF EVERY ONE WHO IS WATCHING YOU! IF YOU FIGHT THE FIGHT AND ARE VICTORIOUS OVER THE POWERS WHICH FIGHT AGAINST YOU, YOU WILL BRING GREAT JOY TO EVERY HOLY ONE, AND YET GREAT GRIEF TO YOUR ENEMIES. YOUR JUDGE HELPS (YOU) COMPLETELY, SINCE HE WANTS YOU TO BE VICTORIOUS. LISTEN, MY SON, AND DO NOT BE SLOW WITH YOUR EARS. RAISE YOURSELF UP WHEN YOU HAVE LEFT YOUR OLD MAN BEHIND LIKE AN EAGLE. FEAR GOD IN ALL YOUR ACTS, AND GLORIFY HIM THROUGH GOOD WORK. YOU KNOW THAT EVERY MAN WHO IS NOT PLEASING TO GOD IS THE SON OF PERDITION. HE WILL GO DOWN TO THE ABYSS OF THE UNDERWORLD. O THIS PATIENCE OF GOD, WHICH BEARS WITH EVERY ONE, WHICH DESIRES THAT EVERY ONE WHO HAS BECOME SUBJECT TO SIN BE SAVED! BUT NO ONE PREVENTS HIM (GOD) FROM DOING WHAT HE WANTS. FOR WHO IS STRONGER THAN HIM, THAT HE MAY PREVENT HIM? TO BE SURE, IT IS HE WHO TOUCHES THE EARTH, CAUSING IT TO TREMBLE AND ALSO CAUSING THE MOUNTAINS TO SMOKE. (IT IS) HE WHO HAS GATHERED TOGETHER SUCH A GREAT SEA AS IN A LEATHER BAG, AND HAS WEIGHED ALL THE WATER ON HIS SCALES. ONLY THE [TERRIBLE] HAND OF THE LORD HAS CREATED ALL THESE THINGS. FOR THIS [TERRIBLE] HAND OF THE FATHER IS CHRIST, AND IT FORMS ALL. THROUGH IT, ALL HAS COME INTO BEING, SINCE IT BECAME THE MOTHER OF ALL. FOR HE IS ALWAYS SON OF THE FATHER. CONSIDER THESE THINGS ABOUT GOD ALMIGHTY, WHO ALWAYS EXISTS: THIS ONE WAS NOT ALWAYS KING, FOR FEAR THAT HE MIGHT BE WITHOUT A DIVINE SON. FOR ALL DWELL IN GOD, (THAT IS), THE THINGS WHICH HAVE COME INTO BEING THROUGH THE WORD, WHO IS THE SON AS THE IMAGE OF THE FATHER. FOR GOD IS NEARBY; HE IS NOT FAR OFF. ALL DIVINE LIMITS ARE THOSE WHICH BELONG TO GOD'S HOUSEHOLD. THEREFORE, IF THE DIVINE AGREES WITH YOU PARTIALLY IN ANYTHING, KNOW THAT ALL OF THE DIVINE AGREES WITH YOU. BUT THIS DIVINE IS NOT PLEASED WITH ANYTHING EVIL. FOR IT IS THIS WHICH TEACHES ALL MEN WHAT IS GOOD. THIS IS WHAT GOD HAS GIVEN TO THE HUMAN RACE, SO THAT FOR THIS REASON EVERY MAN MIGHT BE CHOSEN BEFORE ALL THE ANGELS AND THE ARCHANGELS. FOR GOD DOES NOT NEED TO PUT ANY MAN TO THE TEST. HE KNOWS ALL THINGS BEFORE THEY HAPPEN, AND HE KNOWS THE HIDDEN THINGS OF THE HEART. THEY ARE ALL REVEALED AND FOUND WANTING IN HIS PRESENCE. LET NO ONE EVER SAY THAT GOD IS IGNORANT. FOR IT IS NOT RIGHT TO PLACE THE CREATOR OF EVERY CREATURE IN IGNORANCE. FOR EVEN THINGS WHICH ARE IN DARKNESS ARE BEFORE HIM LIKE (THINGS IN) THE LIGHT. SO, THERE IS NO OTHER ONE HIDDEN EXCEPT GOD ALONE. BUT HE IS REVEALED TO EVERYONE, AND YET HE IS VERY HIDDEN. HE IS REVEALED BECAUSE GOD KNOWS ALL. AND IF THEY DO NOT WISH TO AFFIRM IT, THEY WILL BE CORRECTED BY THEIR HEART. NOW HE IS HIDDEN BECAUSE NO ONE PERCEIVES THE THINGS OF GOD. FOR IT IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND UNFATHOMABLE TO KNOW THE COUNSEL OF GOD. FURTHERMORE, IT IS DIFFICULT TO COMPREHEND HIM, AND IT IS DIFFICULT TO FIND CHRIST. FOR HE IS THE ONE WHO DWELLS IN EVERY PLACE, AND ALSO, HE IS IN NO PLACE. FOR NO ONE WHO WANTS TO WILL BE ABLE TO KNOW GOD AS HE ACTUALLY IS, NOR CHRIST, NOR THE SPIRIT, NOR THE CHORUS OF ANGELS, NOR EVEN THE ARCHANGELS, AS WELL AS THE THRONES OF THE SPIRITS, AND THE EXALTED LORDSHIPS, AND THE GREAT MIND. IF YOU DO NOT KNOW YOURSELF, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO KNOW ALL OF THESE. OPEN THE DOOR FOR YOURSELF, THAT YOU MAY KNOW THE ONE WHO IS. KNOCK ON YOURSELF, THAT THE WORD MAY OPEN FOR YOU. FOR HE IS THE RULER OF FAITH AND THE SHARP SWORD, HAVING BECOME ALL FOR EVERYONE BECAUSE HE WISHES TO HAVE MERCY ON EVERYONE. MY SON, PREPARE YOURSELF TO ESCAPE FROM THE WORLD-RULERS OF DARKNESS AND OF THIS KIND OF AIR, WHICH IS FULL OF POWERS. BUT IF YOU HAVE CHRIST, YOU WILL CONQUER THIS ENTIRE WORLD. THAT WHICH YOU OPEN FOR YOURSELF, YOU WILL OPEN. THAT WHICH YOU KNOCK UPON FOR YOURSELF, YOU WILL KNOCK UPON, BENEFITING YOURSELF. HELP YOURSELF, MY SON, (BY) NOT PROCEEDING WITH THINGS IN WHICH THERE IS NO PROFIT. MY SON, FIRST PURIFY YOURSELF TOWARD THE OUTWARD LIFE, IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY BE ABLE TO PURIFY THE INWARD. AND BE NOT AS THE MERCHANTS OF THE WORD OF GOD. PUT ALL WORDS TO THE TEST BEFORE YOU UTTER THEM. DO NOT WISH TO ACQUIRE HONORS WHICH ARE INSECURE, NOR THE BOASTFULNESS WHICH BRINGS YOU TO RUIN. ACCEPT THE WISDOM OF CHRIST, (WHO IS) PATIENT AND MILD, AND GUARD THIS, O MY SON, KNOWING THAT GOD'S WAY IS ALWAYS PROFITABLE.  
THE TESTIMONY OF TRUTH
I WILL SPEAK TO THOSE WHO KNOW TO HEAR NOT WITH THE EARS OF THE BODY BUT WITH THE EARS OF THE MIND. FOR MANY HAVE SOUGHT AFTER THE TRUTH AND HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO FIND IT; BECAUSE THERE HAS TAKEN HOLD OF THEM THE OLD LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES AND THE SCRIBES OF THE LAW. AND THE LEAVEN IS THE ERRANT DESIRE OF THE ANGELS AND THE DEMONS AND THE STARS. AS FOR THE PHARISEES AND THE SCRIBES, IT IS THEY WHO BELONG TO THE ARCHONS WHO HAVE AUTHORITY OVER THEM. FOR NO ONE WHO IS UNDER THE LAW WILL BE ABLE TO LOOK UP TO THE TRUTH, FOR THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SERVE TWO MASTERS. FOR THE DEFILEMENT OF THE LAW IS MANIFEST; BUT UNDEFILEMENT BELONGS TO THE LIGHT. THE LAW COMMANDS (ONE) TO TAKE A HUSBAND (OR) TO TAKE A WIFE, AND TO BEGET, TO MULTIPLY LIKE THE SAND OF THE SEA. BUT PASSION, WHICH IS A DELIGHT TO THEM, CONSTRAINS THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO ARE BEGOTTEN IN THIS PLACE, THOSE WHO DEFILE AND THOSE WHO ARE DEFILED, IN ORDER THAT THE LAW MIGHT BE FULFILLED THROUGH THEM. AND THEY SHOW THAT THEY ARE ASSISTING THE WORLD; AND THEY TURN AWAY FROM THE LIGHT, WHO ARE UNABLE TO PASS BY THE ARCHON OF DARKNESS UNTIL THEY PAY THE LAST PENNY. BUT THE SON OF MAN CAME FORTH FROM IMPERISHABILITY, BEING ALIEN TO DEFILEMENT. HE CAME TO THE WORLD BY THE JORDAN RIVER, AND IMMEDIATELY THE JORDAN TURNED BACK. AND JOHN BORE WITNESS TO THE DESCENT OF JESUS. FOR IT IS HE WHO SAW THE POWER WHICH CAME DOWN UPON THE JORDAN RIVER; FOR HE KNEW THAT THE DOMINION OF CARNAL PROCREATION HAD COME TO AN END. THE JORDAN RIVER IS THE POWER OF THE BODY, THAT IS, THE SENSES OF PLEASURES. THE WATER OF THE JORDAN IS THE DESIRE FOR SEXUAL INTERCOURSE. JOHN IS THE ARCHON OF THE WOMB. AND THIS IS WHAT THE SON OF MAN REVEALS TO US: IT IS FITTING FOR YOU (PL.) TO RECEIVE THE WORD OF TRUTH, IF ONE WILL RECEIVE IT PERFECTLY. BUT AS FOR ONE WHO IS IN IGNORANCE, IT IS DIFFICULT FOR HIM TO DIMINISH HIS WORKS OF DARKNESS WHICH HE HAS DONE. THOSE WHO HAVE KNOWN IMPERISHABILITY, HOWEVER, HAVE BEEN ABLE TO STRUGGLE AGAINST PASSIONS [...]. I HAVE SAID TO YOU, "DO NOT BUILD NOR GATHER FOR YOURSELVES IN THE PLACE WHERE THE BRIGANDS BREAK OPEN, BUT BRING FORTH FRUIT TO THE FATHER." THE FOOLISH - THINKING IN THEIR HEART THAT IF THEY CONFESS, "WE ARE CHRISTIANS," IN WORD ONLY (BUT) NOT WITH POWER, WHILE GIVING THEMSELVES OVER TO IGNORANCE, TO A HUMAN DEATH, NOT KNOWING WHERE THEY ARE GOING NOR WHO CHRIST IS, THINKING THAT THEY WILL LIVE, WHEN THEY ARE (REALLY) IN ERROR - HASTEN TOWARDS THE PRINCIPALITIES AND AUTHORITIES. THEY FALL INTO THEIR CLUTCHES BECAUSE OF THE IGNORANCE THAT IS IN THEM. FOR (IF) ONLY WORDS WHICH BEAR TESTIMONY WERE AFFECTING SALVATION, THE WHOLE WORLD WOULD ENDURE THIS THING AND WOULD BE SAVED. BUT IT IS IN THIS WAY THAT THEY DREW ERROR TO THEMSELVES... (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...THEY DO NOT KNOW THAT THEY WILL DESTROY THEMSELVES. IF THE FATHER WERE TO DESIRE A HUMAN SACRIFICE, HE WOULD BECOME VAINGLORIOUS. FOR THE SON OF MAN CLOTHED HIMSELF WITH THEIR FIRST-FRUITS; HE WENT DOWN TO HADES AND PERFORMED MANY MIGHTY WORKS. HE RAISED THE DEAD THEREIN; AND THE WORLD-RULERS OF DARKNESS BECAME ENVIOUS OF HIM, FOR THEY DID NOT FIND SIN IN HIM. BUT HE ALSO DESTROYED THEIR WORKS FROM AMONG MEN, SO THAT THE LAME, THE BLIND, THE PARALYTIC, THE DUMB, (AND) THE DEMON-POSSESSED WERE GRANTED HEALING. AND HE WALKED UPON THE WATERS OF THE SEA. FOR THIS REASON, HE DESTROYED HIS FLESH FROM [...] WHICH HE [...]. AND HE BECAME [...] SALVATION [...] HIS DEATH... (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...EVERYONE [...] HOW MANY THEY ARE! THEY ARE BLIND GUIDES, LIKE THE DISCIPLES. THEY BOARDED THE SHIP; AT ABOUT THIRTY STADIES, THEY SAW JESUS WALKING ON THE SEA. THESE ARE EMPTY MARTYRS, SINCE THEY BEAR WITNESS ONLY TO THEMSELVES. AND YET THEY ARE SICK, AND THEY ARE NOT ABLE TO RAISE THEMSELVES. BUT WHEN THEY ARE "PERFECTED" WITH A (MARTYR'S) DEATH, THIS IS THE THOUGHT THAT THEY HAVE WITHIN THEM: "IF WE DELIVER OURSELVES OVER TO DEATH FOR THE SAKE OF THE NAME WE WILL BE SAVED." THESE MATTERS ARE NOT SETTLED IN THIS WAY. BUT THROUGH THE AGENCY OF THE WANDERING STARS THEY SAY THEY HAVE "COMPLETED" THEIR FUTILE "COURSE", AND [...] SAY, [...]. BUT THESE [...] THEY HAVE DELIVERED THEMSELVES... (7 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ... BUT THEY RESEMBLE [...] THEM. THEY DO NOT HAVE THE WORD WHICH GIVES LIFE. AND SOME SAY, "ON THE LAST DAY WE WILL CERTAINLY ARISE IN THE RESURRECTION." BUT THEY DO NOT KNOW WHAT THEY ARE SAYING, FOR THE LAST DAY IS WHEN THOSE BELONGING TO CHRIST [...] THE EARTH, WHICH IS [...]. WHEN THE TIME WAS FULFILLED, HE DESTROYED THEIR ARCHON OF DARKNESS [...] SOUL(S) ... (10 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...HE STOOD [...] THEY ASKED WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN BOUND WITH, AND HOW THEY MIGHT PROPERLY RELEASE THEMSELVES. AND THEY CAME TO KNOW THEMSELVES, WHO THEY ARE, OR RATHER, WHERE THEY ARE NOW, AND WHAT IS THE PLACE IN WHICH THEY WILL REST FROM THEIR SENSELESSNESS, ARRIVING AT KNOWLEDGE. THESE CHRIST WILL TRANSFER TO THE HEIGHTS, SINCE THEY HAVE RENOUNCED FOOLISHNESS (AND HAVE) ADVANCED TO KNOWLEDGE. AND THOSE WHO HAVE KNOWLEDGE... (11 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...THE GREAT [...] RESURRECTION [...], HE HAS TO COME TO KNOW THE SON OF MAN, THAT IS, HE HAS COME TO KNOW HIMSELF. THIS IS THE PERFECT LIFE, THAT MAN KNOW HIMSELF BY MEANS OF THE ALL. DO NOT EXPECT, THEREFORE, THE CARNAL RESURRECTION, WHICH IS DESTRUCTION; AND THEY ARE NOT STRIPPED OF IT (THE FLESH) WHO ERR IN EXPECTING A RESURRECTION THAT IS EMPTY. THEY DO NOT KNOW THE POWER OF GOD, NOR DO THEY UNDERSTAND THE INTERPRETATION OF THE SCRIPTURES, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR DOUBLE-MINDEDNESS. THE MYSTERY WHICH THE SON OF MAN SPOKE ABOUT, [...], IN ORDER THAT [...] DESTROY... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...MAN WHO [...] BOOK, WHICH IS WRITTEN [...] FOR THEY HAVE... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...BLESSED [...] WITHIN THEM, AND THEY DWELL BEFORE GOD UNDER THE LIGHT YOKE. THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE THE LIFE-GIVING WORD IN THEIR HEART WILL DIE; AND IN THEIR THOUGHT THEY HAVE BECOME MANIFEST TO THE SON OF MAN, ACCORDING TO THE MANNER OF THEIR ACTIVITY AND THEIR ERROR [...] OF THIS SORT. THEY [...] AS HE DIVIDES THE [...], AND THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND THAT THE SON OF MAN IS COMING FROM HIM. BUT WHEN THEY HAVE COME UP TO [...] SACRIFICE, THEY DIE IN A HUMAN WAY, AND THEY DELIVER THEMSELVES... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...A DEATH... (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...THOSE WHO [...], THEY ARE MANY [...], EACH ONE [...] PERVERT [...] GAIN [...] THEIR MIND. THOSE WHO RECEIVE HIM TO THEMSELVES WITH UPRIGHTNESS AND POWER AND EVERY KNOWLEDGE ARE THE ONES WHOM HE WILL TRANSFER TO THE HEIGHTS, UNTO LIFE ETERNAL. BUT THOSE WHO RECEIVE HIM TO THEMSELVES WITH IGNORANCE, THE PLEASURES WHICH ARE DEFILED PREVAIL OVER THEM. IT IS THOSE PEOPLE WHO USED TO SAY; "GOD CREATED MEMBERS FOR OUR USE, FOR US TO GROW IN DEFILEMENT, IN ORDER THAT WE MIGHT ENJOY OURSELVES." AND THEY CAUSE GOD TO PARTICIPATE WITH THEM IN DEEDS OF THIS SORT; AND THEY ARE NOT STEADFAST UPON THE EARTH. NOR WILL THEY REACH HEAVEN, BUT [...] PLACE WILL [...] FOUR... (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...UNQUENCHABLE... (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...WORD [...] UPON THE JORDAN RIVER, WHEN HE CAME TO JOHN AT THE TIME HE WAS BAPTIZED. THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME DOWN UPON HIM AS A DOVE [...] ACCEPT FOR OURSELVES THAT HE WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN AND HE TOOK FLESH; HE [...] HAVING RECEIVED POWER. WERE WE ALSO BEGOTTEN FROM A VIRGINAL STATE OR CONCEIVED BY THE WORD? RATHER, WE HAVE BEEN BORN AGAIN BY THE WORD. LET US THEREFORE STRENGTHEN OURSELVES AS VIRGINS IN THE [...]. THE MALES, DWELL [...] THE VIRGIN, BY MEANS OF [...] IN THE WORD [...]. BUT THE WORD OF [...] AND SPIRIT... (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...IS THE FATHER [...] FOR THE MAN... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...LIKE ISAIAH, WHO WAS SAWED WITH A SAW, (AND) HE BECAME TWO. SO ALSO, THE SON OF MAN DIVIDES US BY THE WORD OF THE CROSS. IT DIVIDES THE DAY FROM THE NIGHT AND THE LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS AND THE CORRUPTIBLE FROM INCORRUPTIBILITY, AND IT DIVIDES THE MALES FROM THE FEMALES. BUT ISAIAH IS THE TYPE OF THE BODY. THE SAW IS THE WORD OF THE SON OF MAN, WHICH SEPARATES US FROM THE ERROR OF THE ANGELS. NO ONE KNOWS THE GOD OF TRUTH EXCEPT SOLELY THE MAN WHO WILL FORSAKE ALL OF THE THINGS OF THE WORLD, HAVING RENOUNCED THE WHOLE PLACE, (AND) HAVING GRASPED THE FRINGE OF HIS GARMENT. HE HAS SET HIMSELF UP AS A POWER; HE HAS SUBDUED DESIRE IN EVERY WAY WITHIN HIMSELF. HE HAS [...] AND HE HAS TURNED TO HIM [...], HAVING ALSO EXAMINED [...] IN BECOMING [...] THE MIND. AND HE [...] FROM HIS SOUL [...] THERE [...] HE HAS... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...IN WHAT WAY [...] THE FLESH WHICH [...] IN WHAT WAY [...] OUT OF IT, AND HOW MANY POWERS DOES HE HAVE? AND WHO IS THE ONE WHO HAS BOUND HIM? AND WHO IS THE ONE WHO WILL, LOOSE HIM? AND WHAT IS THE LIGHT? AND WHAT IS THE DARKNESS? AND WHO IS THE ONE WHO HAS CREATED THE EARTH? AND WHO IS GOD? AND WHO ARE THE ANGELS? AND WHAT IS SOUL? AND WHAT IS SPIRIT? AND WHERE IS THE VOICE? AND WHO IS THE ONE WHO SPEAKS? AND WHO IS THE ONE WHO HEARS? WHO IS THE ONE WHO GIVES PAIN? AND WHO IS THE ONE WHO SUFFERS? AND WHO IS IT WHO HAS BEGOTTEN THE CORRUPTIBLE FLESH? AND WHAT IS THE GOVERNANCE? AND WHY ARE SOME LAME, AND SOME BLIND, AND SOME [...], AND SOME [...], AND SOME RICH, AND SOME POOR? AND WHY ARE SOME POWERLESS, SOME BRIGANDS? ... (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...HE HAVING [...] AS HE AGAIN [...], FIGHTING AGAINST THOUGHTS OF THE ARCHONS AND THE POWERS AND THE DEMONS, NOT GIVING THEM A PLACE IN WHICH TO REST. BUT HE STRUGGLED AGAINST THEIR PASSIONS [...], HE CONDEMNED THEIR ERROR. HE CLEANSED HIS SOUL FROM THE TRANSGRESSIONS WHICH HE HAD COMMITTED WITH AN ALIEN HAND. HE STOOD UP, BEING UPRIGHT WITHIN HIMSELF, BECAUSE HE EXISTS IN EVERYONE, AND BECAUSE HE HAS DEATH AND LIFE WITHIN HIMSELF, AND HE EXISTS IN THE MIDST OF BOTH OF THEM. AND WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED THE POWER, HE TURNED TOWARDS THE PARTS OF THE RIGHT, AND HE ENTERED INTO THE TRUTH, HAVING FORSAKEN ALL THINGS PERTAINING TO THE LEFT, HAVING BEEN FILLED WITH WISDOM, WITH COUNSEL, WITH UNDERSTANDING, AND WITH INSIGHT AND AN ETERNAL POWER. AND HE BROKE OPEN HIS BONDS. THOSE WHO HAD FORMED THE WHOLE PLACE, HE CONDEMNED. BUT THEY DID NOT FIND [...] HIDDEN WITHIN HIM. AND HE GAVE COMMAND TO HIMSELF; HE BEGAN TO KNOW HIMSELF AND TO SPEAK WITH HIS MIND, WHICH IS THE FATHER OF THE TRUTH, CONCERNING THE UNBEGOTTEN AEONS, AND CONCERNING THE VIRGIN WHO BROUGHT FORTH THE LIGHT. AND HE THINKS ABOUT THE POWER WHICH FLOWED OVER THE WHOLE PLACE, AND WHICH TAKES HOLD OF HIM. AND HE IS A DISCIPLE OF HIS MIND, WHICH IS MALE. HE BEGAN TO KEEP SILENT WITHIN HIMSELF UNTIL THE DAY WHEN HE SHOULD BECOME WORTHY TO BE RECEIVED ABOVE. HE REJECTS FOR HIMSELF LOQUACITY AND DISPUTATIONS, AND HE ENDURES THE WHOLE PLACE; AND HE BEARS UP UNDER THEM, AND HE ENDURES ALL OF THE EVIL THINGS. AND HE IS PATIENT WITH EVERY ONE; HE MAKES HIMSELF EQUAL TO EVERY ONE, AND HE ALSO SEPARATES HIMSELF FROM THEM. AND THAT WHICH SOMEONE WANTS, HE BRINGS TO HIM, IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT BECOME PERFECT (AND) HOLY. WHEN THE [...], HE GRASPED HIM, HAVING BOUND HIM UPON [...], AND HE WAS FILLED WITH WISDOM. HE BORE WITNESS TO THE TRUTH [...] THE POWER, AND HE WENT INTO IMPERISHABILITY, THE PLACE WHENCE HE CAME FORTH, HAVING LEFT THE WORLD, WHICH HAS THE APPEARANCE OF THE NIGHT, AND THOSE THAT WHIRL THE STARS IN IT. THIS, THEREFORE, IS THE TRUE TESTIMONY: WHEN MAN COMES TO KNOW HIMSELF AND GOD, WHO IS OVER THE TRUTH, HE WILL BE SAVED, AND HE WILL CROWN HIMSELF WITH THE CROWN UNFADING. JOHN WAS BEGOTTEN BY THE WORLD THROUGH A WOMAN, ELIZABETH; AND CHRIST WAS BEGOTTEN BY THE WORLD THROUGH A VIRGIN, MARY. WHAT IS (THE MEANING OF) THIS MYSTERY? JOHN WAS BEGOTTEN BY MEANS OF A WOMB WORN WITH AGE, BUT CHRIST PASSED THROUGH A VIRGIN'S WOMB. WHEN SHE HAD CONCEIVED, SHE GAVE BIRTH TO THE SAVIOR. FURTHERMORE, SHE WAS FOUND TO BE A VIRGIN AGAIN. WHY, THEN DO YOU (PL.) ERR AND NOT SEEK AFTER THESE MYSTERIES, WHICH WERE PREFIGURED FOR OUR SAKE? IT IS WRITTEN IN THE LAW CONCERNING THIS, WHEN GOD GAVE A COMMAND TO ADAM, "FROM EVERY TREE YOU MAY EAT, BUT FROM THE TREE WHICH IS IN THE MIDST OF PARADISE DO NOT EAT, FOR ON THE DAY THAT YOU EAT FROM IT, YOU WILL SURELY DIE." BUT THE SERPENT WAS WISER THAN ALL THE ANIMALS THAT WERE IN PARADISE, AND HE PERSUADED EVE, SAYING, "ON THE DAY WHEN YOU EAT FROM THE TREE WHICH IS IN THE MIDST OF PARADISE, THE EYES OF YOUR MIND WILL BE OPENED." AND EVE OBEYED, AND SHE STRETCHED FORTH HER HAND; SHE TOOK FROM THE TREE AND ATE; SHE ALSO GAVE TO HER HUSBAND WITH HER. AND IMMEDIATELY THEY KNEW THAT THEY WERE NAKED, AND THEY TOOK SOME FIG-LEAVES (AND) PUT THEM ON AS GIRDLES. BUT GOD CAME AT THE TIME OF EVENING, WALKING IN THE MIDST OF PARADISE. WHEN ADAM SAW HIM, HE HID HIMSELF. AND HE SAID, "ADAM, WHERE ARE YOU?" HE ANSWERED (AND) SAID, "I HAVE COME UNDER THE FIG TREE." AND AT THAT VERY MOMENT, GOD KNEW THAT HE HAD EATEN FROM THE TREE OF WHICH HE HAD COMMANDED HIM, "DO NOT EAT OF IT." AND HE SAID TO HIM, "WHO IS IT WHO HAS INSTRUCTED YOU?" AND ADAM ANSWERED, "THE WOMAN WHOM YOU HAVE GIVEN ME." AND THE WOMAN SAID, "IT IS THE SERPENT WHO INSTRUCTED ME." AND HE (GOD) CURSED THE SERPENT, AND CALLED HIM "DEVIL." AND HE SAID, "BEHOLD, ADAM HAS BECOME LIKE ONE OF US, KNOWING EVIL AND GOOD." THEN HE SAID, "LET US CAST HIM OUT OF PARADISE, LEST HE TAKE FROM THE TREE OF LIFE, AND EAT, AND LIVE FOREVER." BUT WHAT SORT IS THIS GOD? FIRST, HE MALICIOUSLY REFUSED ADAM FROM EATING OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, AND, SECONDLY, HE SAID "ADAM, WHERE ARE YOU?" GOD DOES NOT HAVE FOREKNOWLEDGE? WOULD HE NOT KNOW FROM THE BEGINNING? AND AFTERWARDS, HE SAID, "LET US CAST HIM OUT OF THIS PLACE, LEST HE EAT OF THE TREE OF LIFE AND LIVE FOREVER." SURELY, HE HAS SHOWN HIMSELF TO BE A MALICIOUS GRUDGER! AND WHAT KIND OF GOD IS THIS? FOR GREAT IS THE BLINDNESS OF THOSE WHO READ, AND THEY DID NOT KNOW HIM. AND HE SAID, "I AM THE JEALOUS GOD; I WILL BRING THE SINS OF THE FATHERS UPON THE CHILDREN UNTIL THREE (AND) FOUR GENERATIONS." AND HE SAID, "I WILL MAKE THEIR HEART THICK, AND I WILL CAUSE THEIR MIND TO BECOME BLIND, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT KNOW NOR COMPREHEND THE THINGS THAT ARE SAID." BUT THESE THINGS HE HAS SAID TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM AND SERVE HIM! AND IN ONE PLACE, MOSES WRITES, "HE MADE THE DEVIL A SERPENT <FOR> THOSE WHOM HE HAS IN HIS GENERATION." ALSO, IN THE BOOK WHICH IS CALLED "EXODUS," IT IS WRITTEN THUS: "HE CONTENDED AGAINST THE MAGICIANS, WHEN THE PLACE WAS FULL OF SERPENTS ACCORDING TO THEIR WICKEDNESS; AND THE ROD WHICH WAS IN THE HAND OF MOSES BECAME A SERPENT, (AND) IT SWALLOWED THE SERPENTS OF THE MAGICIANS." AGAIN, IT IS WRITTEN (NM 21:9), "HE MADE A SERPENT OF BRONZE (AND) HUNG IT UPON A POLE... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...WHICH [...] FOR THE ONE WHO WILL GAZE UPON THIS BRONZE SERPENT, NONE WILL DESTROY HIM, AND THE ONE WHO WILL BELIEVE IN THIS BRONZE SERPENT WILL BE SAVED." FOR THIS IS CHRIST; THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN HIM HAVE RECEIVED LIFE. THOSE WHO DID NOT BELIEVE WILL DIE. WHAT, THEN, IS THIS FAITH? THEY DO NOT SERVE... (16 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...AND YOU (PL.) [...] WE [...] AND YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND CHRIST SPIRITUALLY WHEN YOU SAY, "WE BELIEVE IN CHRIST". FOR THIS IS THE WAY MOSES WRITES IN EVERY BOOK. THE BOOK OF THE GENERATION OF ADAM IS WRITTEN FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN THE GENERATION OF THE LAW. THEY FOLLOW THE LAW AND THEY OBEY IT, AND... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...TOGETHER WITH THE...PP. 51-54 OF CODEX ALMOST COMPLETELY MISSING...THE OGDOAD, WHICH IS THE EIGHTH, AND THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE THAT PLACE OF SALVATION." BUT THEY KNOW NOT WHAT SALVATION IS, BUT THEY ENTER INTO MISFORTUNE, AND INTO A [...] IN DEATH, IN THE WATERS. THIS IS THE BAPTISM OF DEATH WHICH THEY OBSERVE... (6 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...COME TO DEATH [...] AND THIS IS [...] ACCORDING TO... (LINES 19 THROUGH END-OF-PAGE UNRECOVERABLE) ...HE COMPLETED THE COURSE OF VALENTINUS. HE HIMSELF SPEAKS ABOUT THE OGDOAD, AND HIS DISCIPLES RESEMBLE THE DISCIPLES OF VALENTINUS. THEY ON THEIR PART, MOREOVER, [...] LEAVE THE GOOD, BUT THEY HAVE WORSHIP OF THE IDOLS... (8 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...HE HAS SPOKEN MANY WORDS, AND HE HAS WRITTEN MANY BOOKS [...] WORDS... (LINES 16 THROUGH END-OF-PAGE UNRECOVERABLE) ...THEY ARE MANIFEST FROM THE CONFUSION IN WHICH THEY ARE, IN THE DECEIT OF THE WORLD. FOR THEY GO TO THAT PLACE, TOGETHER WITH THEIR KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS VAIN. ISIDORE ALSO, HIS SON, RESEMBLED BASILIDES. HE ALSO [...] MANY, AND HE [...], BUT HE DID NOT [...] THIS [...] OTHER DISCIPLE(S) [...] BLIND [...], BUT HE GAVE THEM [...] PLEASURES... (LINES 16 THROUGH END-OF-PAGE UNRECOVERABLE) ...THEY DO NOT AGREE WITH EACH OTHER. FOR THE SIMONIANS TAKE WIVES (AND) BEGET CHILDREN; BUT THE [...] ABSTAIN FROM THEIR [...] NATURE [...] A PASSION [...] THE DROPS OF [...] ANOINT THEM... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...WHICH WE [...] THEY AGREE WITH EACH OTHER [...] HIM [...] THEY... (LINES 14 THROUGH END-OF-PAGE UNRECOVERABLE) ...JUDGMENT(S) [...] THESE, ON ACCOUNT OF THE [...] THEM [...] THE HERETICS [...] SCHISM(S) [...] AND THE MALES [...] ARE MEN [...] WILL BELONG TO THE WORLD-RULERS OF DARKNESS... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...OF THE WORLD... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...THEY HAVE [...] THE ARCHONS [...] POWER(S) ... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...JUDGE THEM [...]. BUT THE [...] WORD(S) OF... (LINES 20 THROUGH END-OF-PAGE UNRECOVERABLE) ...SPEAK, WHILE THEY [...] BECOME [...] IN A FIRE UNQUENCHABLE [...] THEY ARE PUNISHED. BUT THESE WHO ARE FROM THE GENERATION OF THE SON OF MAN HAVE REVEALED TO THE [...] IN ALL OF THE AFFAIRS... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...BUT IT IS DIFFICULT TO [...] TO FIND ONE [...] AND TWO... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...FOR THE SAVIOR SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, [...] ONE IN... (LINES 19 THROUGH END-OF-PAGE UNRECOVERABLE) ...AND HE HAS [...] WISDOM, AS WELL AS COUNSEL AND UNDERSTANDING AND INTELLIGENCE AND KNOWLEDGE AND POWER AND TRUTH. AND HE HAS SOME [...] FROM ABOVE [...], THE PLACE WHERE THE SON OF MAN... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...POWER [...] GUARD AGAINST... (LINES 14 THROUGH END-OF-PAGE UNRECOVERABLE) ...HE KNOWS [...] UNDERSTANDS... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...WORTHY OF HIM [...] TRUE [...] ALIEN [...]. BUT [...], TOGETHER WITH [...] EVIL, IN... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...HE RECEIVED BAPTISM [...], AND THOSE THAT... (LINES 13 THROUGH END-OF-PAGE UNRECOVERABLE) PP. 63-64 OF CODEX MISSING...IN A DREAM [...] SILVER [...]. BUT [...] BECOMES WEALTHY [...] AMONG THE AUTHORITIES... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...BUT THE SIXTIETH [...], THUS [...] WORLD [...] THEY [...] GOLD... (18 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...THEY THINK... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...WE HAVE BEEN RELEASED FROM THE FLESH... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...NOT TURN HIM TO [...] JESUS... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...THE BEGINNING [...] A SON... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...OUT OF [...], WHICH IS THE PATTERN [...] LIGHT OF... (16 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...TO FIND FROM [...] DEFILEMENT WHICH... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...THEY DO NOT BLASPHEME [...] THEM NOT, NEITHER IS THERE ANY PLEASURE NOR DESIRE, NOR CAN THEY CONTROL THEM. IT IS FITTING THAT THEY SHOULD BECOME UNDEFILED, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT SHOW TO EVERY ONE THAT THEY ARE FROM THE GENERATION OF THE SON OF MAN, SINCE IT IS ABOUT THEM THAT THE SAVIOR BORE WITNESS. BUT THOSE WHO ARE FROM THE SEED OF ADAM ARE MANIFEST BY THEIR DEEDS, WHICH ARE THEIR WORK. THEY HAVE NOT CEASED FROM DESIRE WHICH IS WICKED [...]. BUT SOME [...] THE DOGS [...] THE ANGELS FOR [...] WHICH THEY BEGET [...] WILL COME [...] WITH THEIR... (9 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...MOVE AS THEY [...] ON THE DAY WHEN THEY WILL BEGET CHILDREN. NOT ONLY THAT, BUT THEY HAVE INTERCOURSE WHILE THEY ARE GIVING SUCK. BUT OTHERS ARE CAUGHT UP IN THE DEATH OF [...]. THEY ARE PULLED <EVERY> WHICH WAY, (AND) THEY ARE GRATIFIED BY UNRIGHTEOUS MAMMON. THEY LEND MONEY AT INTEREST; THEY WASTE TIME; AND THEY DO NOT WORK. BUT HE WHO IS FATHER OF MAMMON IS (ALSO) FATHER OF SEXUAL INTERCOURSE. BUT HE WHO IS ABLE TO RENOUNCE THEM SHOWS THAT HE IS FROM THE GENERATION OF THE SON OF MAN, (AND) HAS POWER TO ACCUSE THEM. [...] HE RESTRAINS [...] PART(S) IN A [...] IN WICKEDNESS, AND HE MAKES THE OUTER LIKE THE INNER. HE RESEMBLES AN ANGEL WHICH... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...POWER [...] SAID THEM. BUT THE ONE... (5 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) AND HAVING WITHDRAWN [...], HE BECAME SILENT, HAVING CEASED FROM LOQUACITY AND DISPUTATIONS. BUT HE WHO HAS FOUND THE LIFE-GIVING WORD, AND HE WHO HAS COME TO KNOW THE FATHER OF TRUTH, HAS COME TO REST; HE HAS CEASED SEEKING, HAVING FOUND. AND WHEN HE FOUND, HE BECAME SILENT. BUT FEW ARE THE THINGS HE USED TO SAY TO THOSE THAT [...] WITH THEIR INTELLECTUAL MIND THE [...]. THERE ARE SOME, WHO UPON ENTERING THE FAITH, RECEIVE A BAPTISM ON THE GROUND THAT THEY HAVE IT AS A HOPE OF SALVATION, WHICH THEY CALL THE "SEAL", NOT KNOWING THAT THE FATHERS OF THE WORLD ARE MANIFEST (IN) THAT PLACE. BUT HE HIMSELF KNOWS THAT HE IS SEALED. FOR THE SON OF MAN DID NOT BAPTIZE ANY OF HIS DISCIPLES. BUT [...], IF THOSE WHO ARE BAPTIZED WERE HEADED FOR LIFE, THE WORLD WOULD BECOME EMPTY. AND THE FATHERS OF BAPTISM WERE DEFILED. BUT THE BAPTISM OF TRUTH IS SOMETHING ELSE; IT IS BY RENUNCIATION OF THE WORLD THAT IT IS FOUND. BUT THOSE WHO SAY ONLY WITH THE TONGUE THAT THEY ARE RENOUNCING IT ARE LYING, AND THEY ARE COMING TO THE PLACE OF FEAR. MOREOVER, THEY ARE HUMBLED WITHIN IT. JUST AS THOSE TO WHOM IT WAS GIVEN TO HAVE BEEN CONDEMNED, THEY SHALL GET SOMETHING! THEY ARE WICKED IN THEIR BEHAVIOR! SOME OF THEM FALL AWAY TO THE WORSHIP OF IDOLS. OTHERS HAVE DEMONS DWELLING WITH THEM, AS DID DAVID THE KING. HE IS THE ONE WHO LAID THE FOUNDATION OF JERUSALEM; AND HIS SON SOLOMON, WHOM HE BEGAT IN ADULTERY, IS THE ONE WHO BUILT JERUSALEM BY MEANS OF THE DEMONS, BECAUSE HE RECEIVED POWER. WHEN HE HAD FINISHED BUILDING, HE IMPRISONED THE DEMONS IN THE TEMPLE. HE PLACED THEM INTO SEVEN WATERPOTS. THEY REMAINED A LONG TIME IN THE WATERPOTS, ABANDONED THERE. WHEN THE ROMANS WENT UP TO JERUSALEM, THEY DISCOVERED THE WATERPOTS, AND IMMEDIATELY THE DEMONS RAN OUT OF THE WATERPOTS, AS THOSE WHO ESCAPE FROM PRISON. AND THE WATERPOTS REMAINED PURE THEREAFTER. AND SINCE THOSE DAYS, THEY DWELL WITH MEN WHO ARE IN IGNORANCE, AND THEY HAVE REMAINED UPON THE EARTH. WHO, THEN, IS DAVID? AND WHO IS SOLOMON? AND WHAT IS THE FOUNDATION? AND WHAT IS THE WALL WHICH SURROUNDS JERUSALEM? AND WHO ARE THE DEMONS? AND WHAT ARE THE WATERPOTS? AND WHO ARE THE ROMANS? BUT THESE ARE MYSTERIES... (11 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...VICTORIOUS OVER [...] THE SON OF MAN [...] UNDEFILED... (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...AND HE [...] WHEN HE [...]. FOR [...] IS A GREAT... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...TO THIS NATURE... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...THOSE THAT [...] ALL IN A [...] BLESSED, AND THEY [...] LIKE A SALAMANDER. IT GOES INTO THE FLAMING FIRE WHICH BURNS EXCEEDINGLY; IT SLITHERS INTO THE FURNACE... (13 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...THE FURNACE... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...THE BOUNDARIES [...], THAT THEY MIGHT SEE [...] AND THE POWER [...] SACRIFICE. GREAT IS THE SACRIFICE... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...BUT IN A [...] ASIDE [...]. AND THE SON OF MAN [...], AND HE HAS BECOME MANIFEST THROUGH THE BUBBLING FOUNTAIN OF IMMORTALITY... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...HE IS PURE, AND HE IS [...]. A FREE MAN IS NOT ENVIOUS. HE IS SET APART FROM EVERYONE, FROM EVERY AUDACITY AND ENVY THE POWER OF WHICH IS GREAT [...] IS (A) DISCIPLE [...] PATTERN OF LAW [...] THESE [...] ONLY... (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...THEY PLACED HIM UNDER A [...] A TEACHING... (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) ...HIS TEACHING, SAYING, "EVEN IF AN ANGEL COMES FROM HEAVEN, AND PREACHES TO YOU BEYOND THAT WHICH WE PREACHED TO YOU, MAY HE BE ANATHEMA," (GAL 1:8) NOT LETTING THE [...] OF THE SOUL WHICH [...] FREEDOM [...]. FOR THEY ARE STILL IMMATURE [...] THEY ARE NOT ABLE TO KEEP THIS LAW WHICH WORKS BY MEANS OF THESE HERESIES - THOUGH IT IS NOT THEY, BUT THE POWERS OF SABAOTH - BY MEANS OF THE [...] THE DOCTRINES [...] AS THEY HAVE BEEN JEALOUS OF SOME [...] LAW(S) IN CHRIST. THOSE WHO WILL [...] POWER [...] THEY REACH THE [...] THE TWELVE, JUDGE [...] THEM [...] THE FOUNTAIN OF IMMORTALITY... (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...IN ORDER THAT... (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ...GOOD [...] THE WHOLE PLACE. [...] THERE THE ENEMIES. HE BAPTIZED HIMSELF, AND THE [...] HE BECAME DIVINE; HE FLEW UP, (AND) THEY DID NOT GRASP HIM. [...] THERE THE ENEMIES [...], SINCE IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO BRING HIM DOWN AGAIN. IF EVERY [...] GRASPS HIM WITH IGNORANCE, ATTENDING TO THOSE WHO TEACH IN THE CORNERS BY MEANS OF CARVED THINGS AND ARTFUL TRICKS, THEY ARE NOT ABLE [...]. PP. 75-76 OF CODEX MISSING.  
THE THOUGHT OF NOREA
FATHER OF ALL, ENNOIA OF THE LIGHT, DWELLING IN THE HEIGHTS ABOVE THE (REGIONS) BELOW, LIGHT DWELLING IN THE HEIGHTS, VOICE OF TRUTH, UPRIGHT NOUS, UNTOUCHABLE LOGOS, AND INEFFABLE VOICE, INCOMPREHENSIBLE FATHER! IT IS NOREA WHO CRIES OUT TO THEM. THEY HEARD, (AND) THEY RECEIVED HER INTO HER PLACE FOREVER. THEY GAVE IT TO HER IN THE FATHER OF NOUS, ADAMAS, AS WELL AS THE VOICE OF THE HOLY ONES, IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT REST IN THE INEFFABLE EPINOIA, IN ORDER THAT <SHE> MIGHT INHERIT THE FIRST MIND WHICH <SHE> HAD RECEIVED, AND THAT <SHE> MIGHT REST IN THE DIVINE AUTOGENES, AND THAT SHE (TOO) MIGHT GENERATE HERSELF, JUST AS SHE ALSO HAS INHERITED THE LIVING LOGOS, AND THAT SHE MIGHT BE JOINED TO ALL OF THE IMPERISHABLE ONES, AND SPEAK WITH THE MIND OF THE FATHER. AND SHE BEGAN TO SPEAK WITH THE WORDS OF LIFE, AND <SHE> REMAINED IN THE PRESENCE OF THE EXALTED ONE, POSSESSING THAT WHICH SHE HAD RECEIVED BEFORE THE WORLD CAME INTO BEING. SHE HAS THE GREAT MIND OF THE INVISIBLE ONE, AND SHE GIVES GLORY TO <HER> FATHER, AND SHE DWELLS WITHIN THOSE WHO [...] WITHIN THE PLEROMA, AND SHE BEHOLDS THE PLEROMA. THERE WILL BE DAYS WHEN SHE WILL BEHOLD THE PLEROMA, AND SHE WILL NOT BE IN DEFICIENCY, FOR SHE HAS THE FOUR HOLY HELPERS WHO INTERCEDE ON HER BEHALF WITH THE FATHER OF THE ALL, ADAMAS. HE IT IS WHO IS WITHIN ALL OF THE ADAMS, POSSESSING THE THOUGHT OF NOREA, WHO SPEAKS CONCERNING THE TWO NAMES WHICH CREATE A SINGLE NAME. 
THE THREE STELES OF SETH
THE REVELATION OF DOSITHEOS ABOUT THE THREE STELES OF SETH, THE FATHER OF THE LIVING AND UNSHAKABLE RACE, WHICH HE (DOSITHEOS) SAW AND UNDERSTOOD. AND AFTER HE HAD READ THEM, HE REMEMBERED THEM. AND HE GAVE THEM TO THE ELECT, JUST AS THEY WERE INSCRIBED THERE. MANY TIMES, I JOINED IN GIVING GLORY WITH THE POWERS, AND I BECAME WORTHY OF THE IMMEASURABLE MAJESTIES. NOW THEY (THE STELES) ARE AS FOLLOWS:  
THE FIRST STELE OF SETH
I BLESS THEE, FATHER GERADAMA(S), I, AS THINE (OWN) SON, EMMACHA SETH, WHOM THOU DIDST BEGET WITHOUT BEGETTING, AS A BLESSING OF OUR GOD; FOR I AM THINE (OWN) SON. AND THOU ART MY MIND, O MY FATHER. AND I, I SOWED AND BEGOT; BUT THOU HAST SEEN THE MAJESTIES. THOU HAST STOOD IMPERISHABLE. I BLESS THEE, FATHER. BLESS ME, FATHER. IT IS BECAUSE OF THEE THAT I EXIST; IT IS BECAUSE OF GOD THAT THOU DOST EXIST. BECAUSE OF THEE I AM WITH THAT VERY ONE. THOU ART LIGHT, SINCE THOU BEHOLDEST LIGHT. THOU HAST REVEALED LIGHT. THOU ART MIROTHEAS; THOU ART MY MIROTHEOS. I BLESS THEE AS GOD; I BLESS THY DIVINITY. GREAT IS THE GOOD SELFBEGOTTEN WHO STOOD, THE GOD WHO HAD ALREADY STOOD. THOU DIDST COME IN GOODNESS; THOU HAST APPEARED, AND THOU HAST REVEALED GOODNESS. I SHALL UTTER THY NAME, FOR THOU ART A FIRST NAME. THOU ART UNBEGOTTEN. THOU HAST APPEARED IN ORDER THAT THOU MIGHTEST REVEAL THE ETERNAL ONES. THOU ART HE WHO IS. THEREFORE, THOU HAST REVEALED THOSE WHO REALLY ARE. THOU ART HE WHO IS UTTERED BY A VOICE, BUT BY MIND ART THOU GLORIFIED, THOU WHO HAST DOMINION EVERYWHERE. THEREFORE, THE PERCEPTIBLE WORLD TOO KNOWS THEE BECAUSE OF THEE AND THY SEED. THOU ART MERCIFUL. AND THOU ART FROM ANOTHER RACE, AND ITS PLACE IS OVER ANOTHER RACE. AND NOW THOU ART FROM ANOTHER RACE, AND ITS PLACE IS OVER ANOTHER RACE. THOU ART FROM ANOTHER RACE, FOR THOU ART NOT SIMILAR. AND THOU ART MERCIFUL, FOR THOU ART ETERNAL. AND THY PLACE IS OVER A RACE, FOR THOU HAST CAUSED ALL THESE TO INCREASE; AND FOR THE SAKE OF MY SEED. FOR IT IS THOU WHO KNOWS IT, THAT ITS PLACE IS IN BEGETTING. BUT THEY ARE FROM OTHER RACES, FOR THEY ARE NOT SIMILAR. BUT THEIR PLACE IS OVER OTHER RACES, FOR THEIR PLACE IS IN LIFE. THOU ART MIROTHEOS. I BLESS HIS POWER WHICH WAS GIVEN TO ME, WHO CAUSED THE MALENESSES THAT REALLY ARE TO BECOME MALE THREE TIMES; HE WHO WAS DIVIDED INTO THE PENTAD, THE ONE WHO WAS GIVEN TO US IN TRIPLE POWER, THE ONE WHO WAS BEGOTTEN WITHOUT BEGETTING, THE ONE WHO CAME FROM THAT WHICH IS ELECT; BECAUSE OF WHAT IS HUMBLE, HE WENT FORTH FROM THE MIDST. THOU ART A FATHER THROUGH A FATHER, A WORD FROM A COMMAND. WE BLESS THEE, THRICE MALE, FOR THOU DIDST UNITE ALL THROUGH THEM ALL, FOR THOU HAST EMPOWERED US. THOU HAST ARISEN FROM ONE; FROM ONE THOU HAST GONE FORTH; THOU HAST COME TO ONE. THOU HAST SAVED, THOU HAST SAVED, THOU HAST SAVED US, O CROWN-BEARER, CROWN-GIVER! WE BLESS THEE ETERNALLY. WE BLESS THEE, ONCE WE HAVE BEEN SAVED, AS THE PERFECT INDIVIDUALS, PERFECT ON ACCOUNT OF THEE, THOSE WHO BECAME PERFECT WITH THEE WHO IS COMPLETE, WHO COMPLETES, THE ONE PERFECT THROUGH ALL THESE, WHO IS SIMILAR EVERYWHERE. THRICE MALE, THOU HAST STOOD. THOU HAST ALREADY STOOD. THOU WAST DIVIDED EVERYWHERE. THOU DIDST CONTINUE BEING ONE. AND THOSE WHOM THOU HAST WILLED, THOU HAST SAVED. BUT THOU DOST WILL TO BE SAVED ALL WHO ARE WORTHY.  THOU ART PERFECT! THOU ART PERFECT! THOU ART PERFECT!  
THE SECOND STELE OF SETH
GREAT IS THE FIRST AEON, MALE VIRGINAL BARBELO, THE FIRST GLORY OF THE INVISIBLE FATHER, SHE WHO IS CALLED "PERFECT." THOU (FEM.) HAST SEEN FIRST THE ONE WHO TRULY PRE-EXISTS BECAUSE HE IS NON-BEING. AND FROM HIM AND THROUGH HIM THOU HAST PRE-EXISTED ETERNALLY, THE NON-BEING FROM ONE INDIVISIBLE, TRIPLE POWER, THOU A TRIPLE POWER, THOU A GREAT MONAD FROM A PURE MONAD, THOU AN ELECT MONAD, THE FIRST SHADOW OF THE HOLY FATHER, LIGHT FROM LIGHT. WE BLESS THEE, PRODUCER (FEM.) OF PERFECTION, AEON-GIVER (FEM.). THOU HAST SEEN THE ETERNAL ONES BECAUSE THEY ARE FROM A SHADOW. AND THOU HAST BECOME NUMERABLE. AND THOU DIDST FIND, THOU DIDST CONTINUE BEING ONE (FEM.); YET BECOMING NUMERABLE IN DIVISION, THOU ART THREE-FOLD. THOU ART TRULY THRICE, THOU ONE (FEM.) OF THE ONE (MASC.). AND THOU ART FROM A SHADOW OF HIM, THOU A HIDDEN ONE, THOU A WORLD OF UNDERSTANDING, KNOWING THOSE OF THE ONE, THAT THEY ARE FROM A SHADOW. AND THESE ARE THINE IN THE HEART. FOR THEIR SAKE THOU HAST EMPOWERED THE ETERNAL ONES IN BEING; THOU HAST EMPOWERED DIVINITY IN LIVING; THOU HAST EMPOWERED KNOWLEDGE IN GOODNESS; IN BLESSEDNESS THOU HAST EMPOWERED THE SHADOWS WHICH POUR FROM THE ONE. THOU HAST EMPOWERED THIS (ONE) IN KNOWLEDGE; THOU HAST EMPOWERED ANOTHER ONE IN CREATION. THOU HAST EMPOWERED HIM WHO IS EQUAL AND HIM WHO IS NOT EQUAL, HIM WHO IS SIMILAR AND HIM WHO IS NOT SIMILAR. THOU HAST EMPOWERED IN BEGETTING, AND (PROVIDED) FORMS IN THAT WHICH EXISTS TO OTHERS. [...] THOU HAST EMPOWERED THESE. - HE IS THAT ONE HIDDEN IN THE HEART. - AND THOU HAST COME FORTH TO THESE AND FROM THESE. THOU ART DIVIDED AMONG THEM. AND THOU DOST BECOME A GREAT MALE NOETIC FIRST-APPEARER. FATHERLY GOD, DIVINE CHILD, BEGETTER OF MULTIPLICITY ACCORDING TO A DIVISION OF ALL WHO REALLY ARE, THOU (MASC.) HAST APPEARED TO THEM ALL IN A WORD. AND THOU (MASC.) DOST POSSESS THEM ALL WITHOUT BEGETTING AND ETERNALLY INDESTRUCTIBLE ON ACCOUNT OF THEE (FEM.). SALVATION HAS COME TO US; FROM THEE IS SALVATION. THOU ART WISDOM, THOU KNOWLEDGE; THOU ART TRUTHFULNESS. ON ACCOUNT OF THEE IS LIFE; FROM THEE IS LIFE. ON ACCOUNT OF THEE IS MIND; FROM THEE IS MIND. THOU ART MIND, THOU A WORLD OF TRUTHFULNESS, THOU A TRIPLE POWER, THOU THREEFOLD. TRULY THOU ART THRICE, THE AEON OF AEONS. IT IS, THOU ONLY WHO SEES PURELY THE FIRST ETERNAL ONES AND THE UNBEGOTTEN ONES. BUT THE FIRST DIVISIONS ARE AS THOU WAST DIVIDED. UNITE US AS THOU, HAS BEEN UNITED. TEACH US THOSE THINGS WHICH THOU DOST SEE. EMPOWER US THAT WE MAY BE SAVED TO ETERNAL LIFE. FOR WE ARE EACH A SHADOW OF THEE AS THOU ART A SHADOW OF THAT FIRST PRE-EXISTENT ONE. HEAR US FIRST. WE ARE ETERNAL ONES. HEAR US AS THE PERFECT INDIVIDUALS. THOU ART THE AEON OF AEONS, THE ALL-PERFECT ONE WHO IS ESTABLISHED. THOU HAST HEARD! THOU HAST HEARD! THOU HAST SAVED! THOU HAST SAVED! WE GIVE THANKS! WE BLESS THEE ALWAYS! WE SHALL GLORIFY THEE!  
THE THIRD STELE OF SETH
WE REJOICE! WE REJOICE! WE REJOICE!  WE HAVE SEEN! WE HAVE SEEN! WE HAVE SEEN THE REALLY PRE-EXISTENT ONE, THAT HE REALLY EXISTS, THAT HE IS THE FIRST ETERNAL ONE.  O UNCONCEIVED, FROM THEE ARE THE ETERNAL ONES AND THE AEONS, THE ALL-PERFECT ONES WHO ARE ESTABLISHED, AND THE PERFECT INDIVIDUALS. WE BLESS THEE, NON-BEING, EXISTENCE WHICH IS BEFORE EXISTENCES, FIRST BEING WHICH IS BEFORE BEINGS, FATHER OF DIVINITY AND LIFE, CREATOR OF MIND, GIVER OF GOOD, GIVER OF BLESSEDNESS! WE ALL BLESS THEE, KNOWER, IN A GLORIFYING BLESSING, (THOU) BECAUSE OF WHOM [ALL THESE ARE...REALLY, ...], WHO KNOWS THEE, THROUGH THEE ALONE. FOR THERE IS NO ONE WHO IS ACTIVE BEFORE THEE. THOU ART AN ONLY AND LIVING SPIRIT. AND THOU KNOWEST ONE, FOR THIS ONE WHO BELONGS TO THEE IS ON EVERY SIDE. WE ARE NOT ABLE TO EXPRESS HIM. FOR THY LIGHT SHINES UPON US. PRESENT A COMMAND TO US TO SEE THEE, SO THAT WE MAY BE SAVED. KNOWLEDGE OF THEE, IT IS THE SALVATION OF US ALL. PRESENT A COMMAND! WHEN THOU DOST COMMAND, WE HAVE BEEN SAVED! TRULY WE HAVE BEEN SAVED! WE HAVE SEEN THEE BY MIND! THOU ART THEM ALL, FOR THOU DOST SAVE THEM ALL, HE WHO WAS NOT SAVED, NOR WAS HE SAVED THROUGH THEM. FOR THOU, THOU HAST COMMANDED US. THOU ART ONE. THOU ART ONE, JUST AS THERE IS ONE (WHO) WILL SAY TO THEE: THOU ART ONE, THOU ART A SINGLE LIVING SPIRIT. HOW SHALL WE GIVE THEE A NAME? WE DO NOT HAVE IT, FOR THOU ART THE EXISTENCE OF THEM ALL. THOU ART THE LIFE OF THEM ALL. THOU ART THE MIND OF THEM ALL. FOR THOU ART HE IN WHOM THEY ALL REJOICE. THOU HAST COMMANDED ALL THESE TO BE SAVED THROUGH THY WORD [...] GLORY WHO IS BEFORE HIM, HIDDEN ONE, BLESSED SENAON, HE WHO BEGAT HIMSELF, ASINEU(S), [...]EPHNEU(S), OPTAON, ELEMAON THE GREAT POWER, EMOUNIAR, NIBAREU(S), KANDEPHOR(OS), APHREDON, DEIPHANEUS, THOU WHO ART ARMEDON TO ME, POWER-BEGETTER, THALANATHEU(S), ANTITHEUS, THOU WHO EXISTETH WITHIN THYSELF, THOU WHO ART BEFORE THYSELF - AND AFTER THEE NO ONE ENTERED INTO ACTIVITY. AS WHAT SHALL WE BLESS THEE? WE ARE NOT EMPOWERED. BUT WE GIVE THANKS, AS BEING HUMBLE TOWARD THEE. FOR THOU HAST COMMANDED US, AS HE WHO IS ELECT, TO GLORIFY THEE TO THE EXTENT WE ARE ABLE. WE BLESS THEE BECAUSE WE WERE SAVED. ALWAYS WE GLORIFY THEE. FOR THIS REASON, WE SHALL GLORIFY THEE, THAT WE MAY BE SAVED TO ETERNAL SALVATION. WE HAVE BLESSED THEE, FOR WE ARE EMPOWERED. WE HAVE BEEN SAVED, FOR THOU HAST WILLED ALWAYS, THAT WE ALL DO THIS. WE ALL DID THIS. [...] NOT THROUGH [... AEON ...], THE ONE WHO WAS [...], WE AND THOSE WHO [...]. HE WHO WILL REMEMBER THESE AND GIVE GLORY ALWAYS WILL BECOME PERFECT AMONG THOSE WHO ARE PERFECT AND IMPASSABLE BEYOND ALL THINGS. FOR THEY ALL BLESS THESE INDIVIDUALLY AND TOGETHER. AND AFTERWARDS THEY SHALL BE SILENT. AND JUST AS THEY WERE ORDAINED, THEY ASCEND. AFTER THE SILENCE, THEY DESCEND FROM THE THIRD. THEY BLESS THE SECOND; AFTER THESE THE FIRST. THE WAY OF ASCENT IS THE WAY OF DESCENT. KNOW THEREFORE, AS THOSE WHO LIVE, THAT YOU HAVE ATTAINED. AND YOU TAUGHT YOURSELVES THE INFINITE THINGS. MARVEL AT THE TRUTH WHICH IS WITHIN THEM, AND (AT) THE REVELATION.  
THE THUNDER, PERFECT MIND
I WAS SENT FORTH FROM THE POWER, AND I HAVE COME TO THOSE WHO REFLECT UPON ME, AND I HAVE BEEN FOUND AMONG THOSE WHO SEEK AFTER ME. LOOK UPON ME, YOU WHO REFLECT UPON ME, AND YOU HEARERS, HEAR ME. YOU WHO ARE WAITING FOR ME, TAKE ME TO YOURSELVES. AND DO NOT BANISH ME FROM YOUR SIGHT. AND DO NOT MAKE YOUR VOICE HATE ME, NOR YOUR HEARING. DO NOT BE IGNORANT OF ME ANYWHERE OR ANY TIME. BE ON YOUR GUARD! DO NOT BE IGNORANT OF ME. FOR I AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST. I AM THE HONORED ONE AND THE SCORNED ONE. I AM THE WHORE AND THE HOLY ONE. I AM THE WIFE AND THE VIRGIN. I AM <THE MOTHER> AND THE DAUGHTER. I AM THE MEMBERS OF MY MOTHER. I AM THE BARREN ONE AND MANY ARE HER SONS. I AM SHE WHOSE WEDDING IS GREAT, AND I HAVE NOT TAKEN A HUSBAND. I AM THE MIDWIFE AND SHE WHO DOES NOT BEAR. I AM THE SOLACE OF MY LABOR PAINS. I AM THE BRIDE AND THE BRIDEGROOM, AND IT IS MY HUSBAND WHO BEGOT ME. I AM THE MOTHER OF MY FATHER AND THE SISTER OF MY HUSBAND AND HE IS MY OFFSPRING. I AM THE SLAVE OF HIM WHO PREPARED ME. I AM THE RULER OF MY OFFSPRING. BUT HE IS THE ONE WHO BEGOT ME BEFORE THE TIME ON A BIRTHDAY. AND HE IS MY OFFSPRING IN (DUE) TIME, AND MY POWER IS FROM HIM. I AM THE STAFF OF HIS POWER IN HIS YOUTH, AND HE IS THE ROD OF MY OLD AGE.  AND WHATEVER HE WILLS HAPPENS TO ME.  I AM THE SILENCE THAT IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND THE IDEA WHOSE REMEMBRANCE IS FREQUENT. I AM THE VOICE WHOSE SOUND IS MANIFOLD AND THE WORD WHOSE APPEARANCE IS MULTIPLE. I AM THE UTTERANCE OF MY NAME. WHY, YOU WHO HATE ME, DO YOU LOVE ME, AND HATE THOSE WHO LOVE ME? YOU WHO DENY ME, CONFESS ME, AND YOU WHO CONFESS ME, DENY ME. YOU WHO TELL THE TRUTH ABOUT ME, LIE ABOUT ME, AND YOU WHO HAVE LIED ABOUT ME, TELL THE TRUTH ABOUT ME. YOU WHO KNOW ME, BE IGNORANT OF ME, AND THOSE WHO HAVE NOT KNOWN ME, LET THEM KNOW ME. FOR I AM KNOWLEDGE AND IGNORANCE. I AM SHAME AND BOLDNESS.  I AM SHAMELESS; I AM ASHAMED. I AM STRENGTH AND I AM FEAR. I AM WAR AND PEACE. GIVE HEED TO ME. I AM THE ONE WHO IS DISGRACED AND THE GREAT ONE. GIVE HEED TO MY POVERTY AND MY WEALTH. DO NOT BE ARROGANT TO ME WHEN I AM CAST OUT UPON THE EARTH, AND YOU WILL FIND ME IN THOSE THAT ARE TO COME. AND DO NOT LOOK UPON ME ON THE DUNG-HEAP [SHIT-HOLE] NOR GO AND LEAVE ME CAST OUT, AND YOU WILL FIND ME IN THE KINGDOMS. AND DO NOT LOOK UPON ME WHEN I AM CAST OUT AMONG THOSE WHO ARE DISGRACED AND IN THE LEAST PLACES, NOR LAUGH AT ME. AND DO NOT CAST ME OUT AMONG THOSE WHO ARE SLAIN IN VIOLENCE. BUT I, I AM COMPASSIONATE AND I AM CRUEL. BE ON YOUR GUARD! DO NOT HATE MY OBEDIENCE AND DO NOT LOVE MY SELF-CONTROL. IN MY WEAKNESS, DO NOT FORSAKE ME, AND DO NOT BE AFRAID OF MY POWER.  FOR WHY DO YOU DESPISE MY FEAR AND CURSE MY PRIDE?  BUT I AM SHE WHO EXISTS IN ALL FEARS AND STRENGTH IN TREMBLING.  I AM SHE WHO IS WEAK, AND I AM WELL IN A PLEASANT PLACE. I AM SENSELESS AND I AM WISE. WHY HAVE YOU HATED ME IN YOUR COUNSELS? FOR I SHALL BE SILENT AMONG THOSE WHO ARE SILENT, AND I SHALL APPEAR AND SPEAK, WHY THEN HAVE YOU HATED ME, YOU GREEKS? BECAUSE I AM A BARBARIAN AMONG THE BARBARIANS? FOR I AM THE WISDOM OF THE GREEKS AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE BARBARIANS. I AM THE JUDGEMENT OF THE GREEKS AND OF THE BARBARIANS. I AM THE ONE WHOSE IMAGE IS GREAT IN EGYPT AND THE ONE WHO HAS NO IMAGE AMONG THE BARBARIANS. I AM THE ONE WHO HAS BEEN HATED EVERYWHERE AND WHO HAS BEEN LOVED EVERYWHERE. I AM THE ONE WHOM THEY CALL LIFE, AND YOU HAVE CALLED DEATH. I AM THE ONE WHOM THEY CALL LAW, AND YOU HAVE CALLED LAWLESSNESS. I AM THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE PURSUED, AND I AM THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE SEIZED. I AM THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE SCATTERED, AND YOU HAVE GATHERED ME TOGETHER. I AM THE ONE BEFORE WHOM YOU HAVE BEEN ASHAMED, AND YOU HAVE BEEN SHAMELESS TO ME. I AM SHE WHO DOES NOT KEEP FESTIVAL, AND I AM SHE WHOSE FESTIVALS ARE MANY. I, I AM GODLESS, AND I AM THE ONE WHOSE GOD IS GREAT. I AM THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE REFLECTED UPON, AND YOU HAVE SCORNED ME. I AM UNLEARNED, AND THEY LEARN FROM ME. I AM THE ONE THAT YOU HAVE DESPISED, AND YOU REFLECT UPON ME. I AM THE ONE WHOM YOU HAVE HIDDEN FROM, AND YOU APPEAR TO ME. BUT WHENEVER YOU HIDE YOURSELVES, I MYSELF WILL APPEAR. FOR WHENEVER YOU APPEAR, I MYSELF WILL HIDE FROM YOU.  THOSE WHO HAVE [...] TO IT [...] SENSELESSLY [...]. TAKE ME [...UNDERSTANDING] FROM GRIEF. AND TAKE ME TO YOURSELVES FROM UNDERSTANDING AND GRIEF. AND TAKE ME TO YOURSELVES FROM PLACES THAT ARE UGLY AND IN RUIN, AND ROB FROM THOSE WHICH ARE GOOD EVEN THOUGH IN UGLINESS. OUT OF SHAME, TAKE ME TO YOURSELVES SHAMELESSLY; AND OUT OF SHAMELESSNESS AND SHAME, UPBRAID MY MEMBERS IN YOURSELVES. AND COME FORWARD TO ME, YOU WHO KNOW ME AND YOU WHO KNOW MY MEMBERS, AND ESTABLISH THE GREAT ONES AMONG THE SMALL FIRST CREATURES. COME FORWARD TO CHILDHOOD, AND DO NOT DESPISE IT BECAUSE IT IS SMALL AND IT IS LITTLE. AND DO NOT TURN AWAY GREATNESSES IN SOME PARTS FROM THE SMALLNESSES, FOR THE SMALLNESSES ARE KNOWN FROM THE GREATNESSES. WHY DO YOU CURSE ME AND HONOR ME?  YOU HAVE WOUNDED AND YOU HAVE HAD MERCY. DO NOT SEPARATE ME FROM THE FIRST ONES WHOM YOU HAVE KNOWN. AND DO NOT CAST ANYONE OUT NOR TURN ANYONE AWAY [...] TURN YOU AWAY AND [... KNOW] HIM NOT. [...]. WHAT IS MINE [...]. I KNOW THE FIRST ONES AND THOSE AFTER THEM KNOW ME. BUT I AM THE MIND OF [...] AND THE REST OF [...]. I AM THE KNOWLEDGE OF MY INQUIRY, AND THE FINDING OF THOSE WHO SEEK AFTER ME, AND THE COMMAND OF THOSE WHO ASK OF ME, AND THE POWER OF THE POWERS IN MY KNOWLEDGE OF THE ANGELS, WHO HAVE BEEN SENT AT MY WORD, AND OF GODS IN THEIR SEASONS BY MY COUNSEL, AND OF SPIRITS OF EVERY MAN WHO EXISTS WITH ME, AND OF WOMEN WHO DWELL WITHIN ME. I AM THE ONE WHO IS HONORED, AND WHO IS PRAISED, AND WHO IS DESPISED SCORNFULLY. I AM PEACE, AND WAR HAS COME BECAUSE OF ME. AND I AM AN ALIEN AND A CITIZEN. I AM THE SUBSTANCE AND THE ONE WHO HAS NO SUBSTANCE. THOSE WHO ARE WITHOUT ASSOCIATION WITH ME ARE IGNORANT OF ME, AND THOSE WHO ARE IN MY SUBSTANCE ARE THE ONES WHO KNOW ME. THOSE WHO ARE CLOSE TO ME HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF ME, AND THOSE WHO ARE FAR AWAY FROM ME ARE THE ONES WHO HAVE KNOWN ME. ON THE DAY WHEN I AM CLOSE TO YOU, YOU ARE FAR AWAY FROM ME, AND ON THE DAY WHEN I AM FAR AWAY FROM YOU, I AM CLOSE TO YOU. [I AM...] WITHIN. [I AM...] OF THE NATURES. I AM [...] OF THE CREATION OF THE SPIRITS. [...] REQUEST OF THE SOULS. I AM CONTROL AND THE UNCONTROLLABLE. I AM THE UNION AND THE DISSOLUTION. I AM THE ABIDING AND I AM THE DISSOLUTION. I AM THE ONE BELOW, AND THEY COME UP TO ME. I AM THE JUDGMENT AND THE ACQUITTAL. I, I AM SINLESS, AND THE ROOT OF SIN DERIVES FROM ME. I AM LUST IN (OUTWARD) APPEARANCE, AND INTERIOR SELF-CONTROL EXISTS WITHIN ME. I AM THE HEARING WHICH IS ATTAINABLE TO EVERYONE AND THE SPEECH WHICH CANNOT BE GRASPED. I AM A MUTE WHO DOES NOT SPEAK, AND GREAT IS MY MULTITUDE OF WORDS. HEAR ME IN GENTLENESS, AND LEARN OF ME IN ROUGHNESS. I AM SHE WHO CRIES OUT, AND I AM CAST FORTH UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH. I PREPARE THE BREAD AND MY MIND WITHIN. I AM THE KNOWLEDGE OF MY NAME. I AM THE ONE WHO CRIES OUT, AND I LISTEN. I APPEAR AND [...] WALK IN [...] SEAL OF MY [...]. I AM [...] THE DEFENSE [...]. I AM THE ONE WHO IS CALLED TRUTH AND INIQUITY [...]. YOU HONOR ME [...] AND YOU WHISPER AGAINST ME. YOU WHO ARE VANQUISHED, JUDGE THEM (WHO VANQUISH YOU) BEFORE THEY GIVE JUDGMENT AGAINST YOU, BECAUSE THE JUDGE AND PARTIALITY EXIST IN YOU. IF YOU ARE CONDEMNED BY THIS ONE, WHO WILL ACQUIT YOU? OR, IF YOU ARE ACQUITTED BY HIM, WHO WILL BE ABLE TO DETAIN YOU? FOR WHAT IS INSIDE OF YOU IS WHAT IS OUTSIDE OF YOU, AND THE ONE WHO FASHIONS YOU ON THE OUTSIDE IS THE ONE WHO SHAPED THE INSIDE OF YOU. AND WHAT YOU SEE OUTSIDE OF YOU, YOU SEE INSIDE OF YOU; IT IS VISIBLE AND IT IS YOUR GARMENT.  HEAR ME, YOU HEARERS AND LEARN OF MY WORDS, YOU WHO KNOW ME. I AM THE HEARING THAT IS ATTAINABLE TO EVERYTHING; I AM THE SPEECH THAT CANNOT BE GRASPED. I AM THE NAME OF THE SOUND AND THE SOUND OF THE NAME. I AM THE SIGN OF THE LETTER AND THE DESIGNATION OF THE DIVISION. AND I [...]. (3 LINES MISSING) [...] LIGHT [...]. [...] HEARERS [...] TO YOU [...] THE GREAT POWER. AND [...] WILL NOT MOVE THE NAME. [...] TO THE ONE WHO CREATED ME. AND I WILL SPEAK HIS NAME. LOOK THEN AT HIS WORDS AND ALL THE WRITINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN COMPLETED. GIVE HEED THEN, YOU HEARERS AND YOU ALSO, THE ANGELS AND THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SENT, AND YOU, SPIRITS WHO HAVE ARISEN FROM THE DEAD. FOR I AM THE ONE WHO ALONE EXISTS, AND I HAVE NO ONE WHO WILL JUDGE ME. FOR MANY ARE THE PLEASANT FORMS WHICH EXIST IN NUMEROUS SINS, AND INCONTINENCIES, AND DISGRACEFUL PASSIONS, AND FLEETING [SEXUAL] PLEASURES [1ST JOHN 2:15-17], WHICH (MEN) EMBRACE UNTIL THEY BECOME SOBER AND GO UP TO THEIR RESTING PLACE. AND THEY WILL FIND ME THERE, AND THEY WILL LIVE, AND THEY WILL NOT DIE AGAIN.  
THE TREATISE ON THE RESURRECTION
SOME THERE ARE, MY SON RHEGINOS, WHO WANT TO LEARN MANY THINGS. THEY HAVE THIS GOAL WHEN THEY ARE OCCUPIED WITH QUESTIONS WHOSE ANSWER IS LACKING. IF THEY SUCCEED WITH THESE, THEY USUALLY THINK VERY HIGHLY OF THEMSELVES. BUT I DO NOT THINK THAT THEY HAVE STOOD WITHIN THE WORD OF TRUTH. THEY SEEK RATHER THEIR OWN REST, WHICH WE HAVE RECEIVED THROUGH OUR SAVIOR, OUR LORD CHRIST. WE RECEIVED IT WHEN WE CAME TO KNOW THE TRUTH AND RESTED OURSELVES UPON IT. BUT SINCE YOU ASK US PLEASANTLY WHAT IS PROPER CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION, I AM WRITING YOU THAT IT IS NECESSARY. TO BE SURE, MANY ARE LACKING FAITH IN IT, BUT THERE ARE A FEW WHO FIND IT. SO THEN, LET US DISCUSS THE MATTER. HOW DID THE LORD PROCLAIM THINGS WHILE HE EXISTED IN FLESH AND AFTER HE HAD REVEALED HIMSELF AS SON OF GOD? HE LIVED IN THIS PLACE WHERE YOU REMAIN, SPEAKING ABOUT THE LAW OF NATURE - BUT I CALL IT 'DEATH'. NOW THE SON OF GOD, RHEGINOS, WAS SON OF MAN. HE EMBRACED THEM BOTH, POSSESSING THE HUMANITY AND THE DIVINITY, SO THAT ON THE ONE HAND HE MIGHT VANQUISH DEATH THROUGH HIS BEING SON OF GOD, AND THAT ON THE OTHER THROUGH THE SON OF MAN THE RESTORATION TO THE PLEROMA MIGHT OCCUR; BECAUSE HE WAS ORIGINALLY FROM ABOVE, A SEED OF TRUTH, BEFORE THIS STRUCTURE HAD COME INTO BEING. IN THIS MANY DOMINIONS AND DIVINITIES CAME INTO EXISTENCE. I KNOW THAT I AM PRESENTING THE SOLUTION IN DIFFICULT TERMS, BUT THERE IS NOTHING DIFFICULT IN THE WORD OF TRUTH. BUT SINCE THE SOLUTION APPEARED SO AS NOT TO LEAVE ANYTHING HIDDEN, BUT TO REVEAL ALL THINGS OPENLY CONCERNING EXISTENCE - THE DESTRUCTION OF EVIL ON THE ONE HAND, THE REVELATION OF THE ELECT ON THE OTHER. THIS IS THE EMANATION OF TRUTH AND SPIRIT, GRACE IS OF THE TRUTH. THE SAVIOR SWALLOWED UP DEATH - (OF THIS) YOU ARE NOT RECKONED AS BEING IGNORANT - FOR HE PUT ASIDE THE WORLD WHICH IS PERISHING. HE TRANSFORMED HIMSELF INTO AN IMPERISHABLE AEON AND RAISED HIMSELF UP, HAVING SWALLOWED THE VISIBLE BY THE INVISIBLE, AND HE GAVE US THE WAY OF OUR IMMORTALITY. THEN, INDEED, AS THE APOSTLE SAID, "WE SUFFERED WITH HIM, AND WE AROSE WITH HIM, AND WE WENT TO HEAVEN WITH HIM". NOW IF WE ARE MANIFEST IN THIS WORLD WEARING HIM, WE ARE THAT ONE`S BEAMS, AND WE ARE EMBRACED BY HIM UNTIL OUR SETTING, THAT IS TO SAY, OUR DEATH IN THIS LIFE. WE ARE DRAWN TO HEAVEN BY HIM, LIKE BEAMS BY THE SUN, NOT BEING RESTRAINED BY ANYTHING. THIS IS THE SPIRITUAL RESURRECTION WHICH SWALLOWS UP THE PSYCHIC IN THE SAME WAY AS THE FLESHLY. BUT IF THERE IS ONE WHO DOES NOT BELIEVE, HE DOES NOT HAVE THE (CAPACITY TO BE) PERSUADED. FOR IT IS THE DOMAIN OF FAITH, MY SON, AND NOT THAT WHICH BELONGS TO PERSUASION: THE DEAD SHALL ARISE! THERE IS ONE WHO BELIEVES AMONG THE PHILSOPHERS WHO ARE IN THIS WORLD. AT LEAST HE WILL ARISE. AND LET NOT THE PHILOSOPHER WHO IS IN THIS WORLD HAVE CAUSE TO BELIEVE THAT HE IS ONE WHO RETURNS HIMSELF BY HIMSELF - AND (THAT) BECAUSE OF OUR FAITH! FOR WE HAVE KNOWN THE SON OF MAN, AND WE HAVE BELIEVED THAT HE ROSE FROM AMONG THE DEAD. THIS IS HE OF WHOM WE SAY, "HE BECAME THE DESTRUCTION OF DEATH, AS HE IS A GREAT ONE IN WHOM THEY BELIEVE." GREAT ARE THOSE WHO BELIEVE. THE THOUGHT OF THOSE WHO ARE SAVED SHALL NOT PERISH. THE MIND OF THOSE WHO HAVE KNOWN HIM SHALL NOT PERISH. THEREFORE, WE ARE ELECTED TO SALVATION AND REDEMPTION SINCE WE ARE PREDESTINED FROM THE BEGINNING NOT TO FALL INTO THE FOOLISHNESS OF THOSE WHO ARE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, BUT WE SHALL ENTER INTO THE WISDOM OF THOSE WHO HAVE KNOWN THE TRUTH. INDEED, THE TRUTH WHICH IS KEPT CANNOT BE ABANDONED, NOR HAS IT BEEN. "STRONG IS THE SYSTEM OF THE PLEROMA; SMALL IS THAT WHICH BROKE LOOSE (AND) BECAME (THE) WORLD. BUT THE ALL IS WHAT IS ENCOMPASSED. IT HAS NOT COME INTO BEING; IT WAS EXISTING." SO, NEVER DOUBT CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION, MY SON RHEGINOS! FOR IF YOU WERE NOT EXISTING IN FLESH, YOU RECEIVED FLESH WHEN YOU ENTERED THIS WORLD. WHY WILL YOU NOT RECEIVE FLESH WHEN YOU ASCEND INTO THE AEON? THAT WHICH IS BETTER THAN THE FLESH IS THAT WHICH IS FOR (THE) CAUSE OF LIFE. THAT WHICH CAME INTO BEING ON YOUR ACCOUNT, IS IT NOT YOURS? DOES NOT THAT WHICH IS YOURS EXIST WITH YOU? YET, WHILE YOU ARE IN THIS WORLD, WHAT IS IT THAT YOU LACK? THIS IS WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN MAKING EVERY EFFORT TO LEARN. THE AFTERBIRTH OF THE BODY IS OLD AGE, AND YOU EXIST IN CORRUPTION. YOU HAVE ABSENCE AS A GAIN. FOR YOU WILL NOT GIVE UP WHAT IS BETTER IF YOU DEPART. THAT WHICH IS WORSE HAS DIMINUTION, BUT THERE IS GRACE FOR IT. NOTHING, THEN, REDEEMS US FROM THIS WORLD. BUT THE ALL WHICH WE ARE, WE ARE SAVED. WE HAVE RECEIVED SALVATION FROM END TO END. LET US THINK IN THIS WAY! LET US COMPREHEND IN THIS WAY! BUT THERE ARE SOME (WHO) WISH TO UNDERSTAND, IN THE ENQUIRY ABOUT THOSE THINGS THEY ARE LOOKING INTO, WHETHER HE WHO IS SAVED, IF HE LEAVES HIS BODY BEHIND, WILL BE SAVED IMMEDIATELY. LET NO ONE DOUBT CONCERNING THIS. [...]. INDEED, THE VISIBLE MEMBERS WHICH ARE DEAD SHALL NOT BE SAVED, FOR (ONLY) THE LIVING MEMBERS WHICH EXIST WITHIN THEM WOULD ARISE. WHAT, THEN, IS THE RESURRECTION? IT IS ALWAYS THE DISCLOSURE OF THOSE WHO HAVE RISEN. FOR IF YOU REMEMBER READING IN THE GOSPEL THAT ELIJAH APPEARED AND MOSES WITH HIM, DO NOT THINK THE RESURRECTION IS AN ILLUSION. IT IS NO ILLUSION, BUT IT IS TRUTH! INDEED, IT IS MORE FITTING TO SAY THE WORLD IS AN ILLUSION, RATHER THAN THE RESURRECTION WHICH HAS COME INTO BEING THROUGH OUR LORD THE SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST. BUT WHAT AM I TELLING YOU NOW? THOSE WHO ARE LIVING SHALL DIE. HOW DO THEY LIVE IN AN ILLUSION? THE RICH HAVE BECOME POOR, AND THE KINGS HAVE BEEN OVERTHROWN. EVERYTHING IS PRONE TO CHANGE. THE WORLD IS AN ILLUSION! - LEST, INDEED, I RAIL AT THINGS TO EXCESS! BUT THE RESURRECTION DOES NOT HAVE THIS AFORESAID CHARACTER, FOR IT IS THE TRUTH WHICH STANDS FIRM. IT IS THE REVELATION OF WHAT IS, AND THE TRANSFORMATION OF THINGS, AND A TRANSITION INTO NEWNESS. FOR IMPERISHABILITY DESCENDS UPON THE PERISHABLE; THE LIGHT FLOWS DOWN UPON THE DARKNESS, SWALLOWING IT UP; AND THE PLEROMA FILLS UP THE DEFICIENCY. THESE ARE THE SYMBOLS AND THE IMAGES OF THE RESURRECTION. HE IT IS WHO MAKES THE GOOD. THEREFORE, DO NOT THINK IN PART, O RHEGINOS, NOR LIVE IN CONFORMITY WITH THIS FLESH FOR THE SAKE OF UNANIMITY, BUT FLEE FROM THE DIVISIONS AND THE FETTERS, AND ALREADY YOU HAVE THE RESURRECTION. FOR IF HE WHO WILL DIE KNOWS ABOUT HIMSELF THAT HE WILL DIE - EVEN IF HE SPENDS MANY YEARS IN THIS LIFE, HE IS BROUGHT TO THIS - WHY NOT CONSIDER YOURSELF AS RISEN AND (ALREADY) BROUGHT TO THIS? IF YOU HAVE THE RESURRECTION BUT CONTINUE AS IF YOU ARE TO DIE - AND YET THAT ONE KNOWS THAT HE HAS DIED - WHY, THEN, DO I IGNORE YOUR LACK OF EXERCISE? IT IS FITTING FOR EACH ONE TO PRACTICE IN A NUMBER OF WAYS, AND HE SHALL BE RELEASED FROM THIS ELEMENT THAT HE MAY NOT FALL INTO ERROR BUT SHALL HIMSELF RECEIVE AGAIN WHAT AT FIRST WAS. THESE THINGS I HAVE RECEIVED FROM THE GENEROSITY OF MY LORD, JESUS CHRIST. I HAVE TAUGHT YOU AND YOUR BRETHREN, MY SONS, CONSIDERING THEM, WHILE I HAVE NOT OMITTED ANY OF THE THINGS SUITABLE FOR STRENGTHENING YOU. BUT IF THERE IS ONE THING WRITTEN WHICH IS OBSCURE IN MY EXPOSITION OF THE WORD, I SHALL INTERPRET IT FOR YOU (PL.) WHEN YOU (PL.) ASK. BUT NOW, DO NOT BE JEALOUS OF ANYONE WHO IS IN YOUR NUMBER WHEN HE IS ABLE TO HELP. MANY ARE LOOKING INTO THIS WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN TO YOU. TO THESE I SAY: PEACE (BE) AMONG THEM AND GRACE. I GREET YOU AND THOSE WHO LOVE YOU (PL.) IN BROTHERLY LOVE.   
TRIMORPHIC PROTENNOIA
I AM PROTENNOIA, THE THOUGHT THAT DWELLS IN THE LIGHT. I AM THE MOVEMENT THAT DWELLS IN THE ALL, SHE IN WHOM THE ALL TAKES ITS STAND, THE FIRST-BORN AMONG THOSE WHO CAME TO BE, SHE WHO EXISTS BEFORE THE ALL. SHE (PROTENNOIA) IS CALLED BY THREE NAMES, ALTHOUGH SHE DWELLS ALONE, SINCE SHE IS PERFECT. I AM INVISIBLE WITHIN THE THOUGHT OF THE INVISIBLE ONE. I AM REVEALED IN THE IMMEASURABLE, INEFFABLE (THINGS). I AM INCOMPREHENSIBLE, DWELLING IN THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE. I MOVE IN EVERY CREATURE. I AM THE LIFE OF MY EPINOIA THAT DWELLS WITHIN EVERY POWER AND EVERY ETERNAL MOVEMENT, AND (IN) INVISIBLE LIGHTS AND WITHIN THE ARCHONS AND ANGELS AND DEMONS, AND EVERY SOUL DWELLING IN TARTAROS, AND (IN) EVERY MATERIAL SOUL. I DWELL IN THOSE WHO CAME TO BE. I MOVE IN EVERYONE AND I DELVE INTO THEM ALL. I WALK UPRIGHTLY, AND THOSE WHO SLEEP, I AWAKEN. AND I AM THE SIGHT OF THOSE WHO DWELL IN SLEEP. I AM THE INVISIBLE ONE WITHIN THE ALL. IT IS I WHO COUNSEL THOSE WHO ARE HIDDEN, SINCE I KNOW THE ALL THAT EXISTS IN IT. I AM NUMBERLESS BEYOND EVERYONE. I AM IMMEASURABLE, INEFFABLE, YET WHENEVER I WISH, I SHALL REVEAL MYSELF OF MY OWN ACCORD. I AM THE HEAD OF THE ALL. I EXIST BEFORE THE ALL, AND I AM THE ALL, SINCE I EXIST IN EVERYONE. I AM A VOICE SPEAKING SOFTLY. I EXIST FROM THE FIRST. I DWELL WITHIN THE SILENCE THAT SURROUNDS EVERY ONE OF THEM. AND IT IS THE HIDDEN VOICE THAT DWELLS WITHIN MY, WITHIN THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE, IMMEASURABLE THOUGHT, WITHIN THE IMMEASURABLE SILENCE. I DESCENDED TO THE MIDST OF THE UNDERWORLD, AND I SHONE DOWN UPON THE DARKNESS. IT IS I WHO POURED FORTH THE WATER. IT IS I WHO AM HIDDEN WITHIN RADIANT WATERS. I AM THE ONE WHO GRADUALLY PUT FORTH THE ALL BY MY THOUGHT. IT IS I WHO AM LADEN WITH THE VOICE. IT IS THROUGH ME THAT GNOSIS COMES FORTH. I DWELL IN THE INEFFABLE AND UNKNOWABLE ONES. I AM PERCEPTION AND KNOWLEDGE, UTTERING A VOICE BY MEANS OF THOUGHT. I AM THE REAL VOICE. I CRY OUT IN EVERYONE, AND THEY RECOGNIZE IT (THE VOICE), SINCE A SEED INDWELLS THEM. I AM THE THOUGHT OF THE FATHER, AND THROUGH ME PROCEEDED THE VOICE, THAT IS, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE EVERLASTING THINGS. I EXIST AS THOUGHT FOR THE ALL -- BEING JOINED TO THE UNKNOWABLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE THOUGHT -- I REVEALED MYSELF -- YES, I -- AMONG ALL THOSE WHO RECOGNIZE ME. FOR IT IS I WHO AM JOINED WITH EVERYONE BY VIRTUE OF THE HIDDEN THOUGHT AND AN EXALTED <VOICE>, EVEN A VOICE FROM THE INVISIBLE THOUGHT. AND IT IS IMMEASURABLE, SINCE IT DWELLS IN THE IMMEASURABLE ONE. IT IS A MYSTERY; IT IS UNRESTRAINABLE BY THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE ONE. IT IS INVISIBLE TO ALL THOSE WHO ARE VISIBLE IN THE ALL. IT IS A LIGHT DWELLING IN LIGHT. IT IS WE ALSO WHO ALONE HAVE SEPARATED FROM THE VISIBLE WORLD, SINCE WE ARE SAVED BY THE HIDDEN WISDOM, BY MEANS OF THE INEFFABLE, IMMEASURABLE VOICE. AND HE WHO IS HIDDEN WITHIN US PAYS THE TRIBUTES OF HIS FRUIT TO THE WATER OF LIFE. THEN THE SON WHO IS PERFECT IN EVERY RESPECT -- THAT IS, THE WORD WHO ORIGINATED THROUGH THAT VOICE; WHO PROCEEDED FROM THE HEIGHT; WHO HAS WITHIN HIM THE NAME; WHO IS A LIGHT -- HE REVEALED THE EVERLASTING THINGS, AND ALL THE UNKNOWNS WERE KNOWN. AND THOSE THINGS DIFFICULT TO INTERPET AND SECRET, HE REVEALED. AND AS FOR THOSE WHO DWELL IN SILENCE WITH THE FIRST THOUGHT, HE PREACHED TO THEM. AND HE REVEALED HIMSELF TO THOSE WHO DWELL IN DARKNESS, AND HE SHOWED HIMSELF TO THOSE WHO DWELL IN THE ABYSS, AND TO THOSE WHO DWELL IN THE HIDDEN TREASURIES, HE TOLD INEFFABLE MYSTERIES, AND HE TAUGHT UNREPEATABLE DOCTRINES TO ALL THOSE WHO BECAME SONS OF THE LIGHT. NOW THE VOICE THAT ORIGINATED FROM MY THOUGHT EXISTS AS THREE PERMANENCES: THE FATHER, THE MOTHER, THE SON. EXISTING PERCEPTIBLY AS SPEECH, IT (VOICE) HAS WITHIN IT A WORD ENDOWED WITH EVERY <GLORY>, AND IT HAS THREE MASCULINITIES, THREE POWERS, AND THREE NAMES. THEY EXIST IN THE MANNER OF THREE...WHICH ARE QUADRANGELS SECRETLY WITHIN A SILENCE OF THE INEFFABLE ONE.  IT IS HE ALONE WHO CAME TO BE, THAT IS, THE CHRIST. AND, AS FOR ME, I ANOINTED HIM AS THE GLORY OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT, WITH GOODNESS. NOW THE THREE, I ESTABLISHED ALONE IN ETERNAL GLORY OVER THE AEONS IN THE LIVING WATER, THAT IS, THE GLORY THAT SURROUNDS HIM WHO FIRST CAME FORTH TO THE LIGHT OF THOSE EXALTED AEONS, AND IT IS IN GLORIOUS LIGHT THAT HE FIRMLY PERSEVERES. AND HE STOOD IN HIS OWN LIGHT THAT SURROUNDS HIM, THAT IS, THE EYE OF THE LIGHT THAT GLORIOUSLY SHINES ON ME. HE PERPETUATED THE FATHER OF ALL AEONS, WHO AM I, THE THOUGHT OF THE FATHER, PROTENNOIA, THAT IS, BARBELO, THE PERFECT GLORY, AND THE IMMEASURABLE INVISIBLE ONE WHO IS HIDDEN. I AM THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT, AND IT IS THROUGH ME THAT THE ALL TOOK SHAPE, AND (I AM) THE MOTHER (AS WELL AS) THE LIGHT WHICH SHE APPOINTED AS VIRGIN, SHE WHO IS CALLED 'MEIROTHEA', THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE WOMB, THE UNRESTRAINABLE AND IMMEASURABLE VOICE. THEN THE PERFECT SON REVEALED HIMSELF TO HIS AEONS, WHO ORIGINATED THROUGH HIM, AND HE REVEALED THEM AND GLORIFIED THEM, AND GAVE THEM THRONES, AND STOOD IN THE GLORY WITH WHICH HE GLORIFIED HIMSELF. THEY BLESSED THE PERFECT SON, THE CHRIST, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN GOD. AND THEY GAVE GLORY, SAYING, "HE IS! HE IS! THE SON OF GOD! THE SON OF GOD! IT IS HE WHO IS! THE AEON OF AEONS, BEHOLDING THE AEONS WHICH HE BEGOT. FOR THOU HAST BEGOTTEN BY THINE OWN DESIRE! THEREFORE, WE GLORIFY THEE: MA MO O O O EIA EI ON EI! THE AEON OF AEONS! THE AEON WHICH HE GAVE!" THEN, MOREOVER, THE GOD WHO WAS BEGOTTEN GAVE THEM (THE AEONS) A POWER OF LIFE ON WHICH THEY MIGHT RELY, AND HE ESTABLISHED THEM. THE FIRST AEON HE ESTABLISHED OVER THE FIRST: ARMEDON, NOUSANIOS, ARMOZEL; THE SECOND HE ESTABLISHED OVER THE SECOND AEON: PHAIONIOS, AINIOS, OROIAEL; THE THIRD OVER THE THIRD AEON: MELLEPHANEUS, LOIOS, DAVEITHAI; THE FOURTH OVER THE FOURTH: MOUSANIOS, AMETHES, ELELETH. NOW THOSE AEONS WERE BEGOTTEN BY THE GOD WHO WAS BEGOTTEN - THE CHRIST - AND THESE AEONS RECEIVED AS WELL AS GAVE GLORY. THEY WERE THE FIRST TO APPEAR, EXALTED IN THEIR THOUGHT, AND EACH AEON GAVE MYRIADS OF GLORIES WITHIN GREAT UNTRACEABLE LIGHTS, AND THEY ALL TOGETHER BLESSED THE PERFECT SON, THE GOD WHO WAS BEGOTTEN. THEN THERE CAME FORTH A WORD FROM THE GREAT LIGHT ELELETH, AND SAID, "I AM KING! WHO BELONGS TO CHAOS AND WHO BELONGS TO THE UNDERWORLD?" AND AT THAT INSTANT, HIS LIGHT APPEARED, RADIANT, ENDOWED WITH THE EPINOIA. THE POWERS OF THE POWERS DID NOT ENTREAT HIM, AND LIKEWISE IMMEDIATELY THERE APPEARED THE GREAT DEMON WHO RULES OVER THE LOWEST PART OF THE UNDERWORLD AND CHAOS. HE HAS NEITHER FORM NOR PERFECTION, BUT, ON THE CONTRARY, POSSESSES THE FORM OF THE GLORY OF THOSE BEGOTTEN IN THE DARKNESS. NOW HE IS CALLED 'SAKLAS', THAT IS, 'SAMAEL', 'YALTABAOTH', HE WHO HAD TAKEN POWER; WHO HAD SNATCHED IT AWAY FROM THE INNOCENT ONE (SOPHIA); WHO HAD EARLIER OVERPOWERED HER WHO IS THE LIGHT`S EPINOIA WHO HAD DESCENDED, HER FROM WHOM HE HAD COME FORTH FROM ORIGINALLY. NOW WHEN THE EPINOIA OF THE LIGHT REALIZED THAT HE (YALTABAOTH) HAD BEGGED HIM (THE LIGHT) FOR ANOTHER ORDER, EVEN THOUGH HE WAS LOWER THAN SHE, SHE SAID, "GIVE ME ANOTHER ORDER, SO THAT YOU MAY BECOME FOR ME A DWELLING PLACE, LEST I DWELL IN DISORDER FOREVER." AND THE ORDER OF THE ENTIRE HOUSE OF GLORY WAS AGREED UPON HER WORD. A BLESSING WAS BROUGHT FOR HER AND THE HIGHER ORDER RELEASED IT TO HER. AND THE GREAT DEMON BEGAN TO PRODUCE AEONS IN THE LIKENESS OF THE REAL AEONS, EXCEPT THAT HE PRODUCED THEM OUT OF HIS OWN POWER. THEN I TOO REVEALED MY VOICE SECRETLY, SAYING, "CEASE! DESIST, (YOU) WHO TREAD ON MATTER; FOR BEHOLD, I AM COMING DOWN TO THE WORLD OF MORTALS FOR THE SAKE OF MY PORTION THAT WAS IN THAT PLACE FROM THE TIME WHEN THE INNOCENT SOPHIA WAS CONQUERED, SHE WHO DESCENDED, SO THAT I MIGHT THWART THEIR AIM WHICH THE ONE REVEALED BY HER APPOINTS." AND ALL WERE DISTURBED, EACH ONE WHO DWELLS IN THE HOUSE OF THE IGNORANT LIGHT, AND THE ABYSS TREMBLED. AND THE ARCHIGENETOR OF IGNORANCE REIGNED OVER CHAOS AND THE UNDERWORLD, AND PRODUCED A MAN IN MY LIKENESS. BUT HE NEITHER KNEW THAT THAT ONE WOULD BECOME FOR HIM A SENTENCE OF DISSOLUTION, NOR DOES HE RECOGNIZE THE POWER IN HIM. BUT NOW I HAVE COME DOWN AND REACHED DOWN TO CHAOS. AND I WAS WITH MY OWN WHO WERE IN THAT PLACE. I AM HIDDEN WITHIN THEM, EMPOWERING THEM, GIVING THEM SHAPE. AND FROM THE FIRST DAY UNTIL THE DAY WHEN I WILL GRANT MIGHTY GLORY TO THOSE WHO ARE MINE, I WILL REVEAL MYSELF TO THOSE WHO HAVE HEARD MY MYSTERIES, THAT IS, THE SONS OF THE LIGHT. I AM THEIR FATHER, AND I SHALL TELL YOU A MYSTERY, INEFFABLE AND INDIVULGEABLE BY ANY MOUTH: EVERY BOND I, LOOSED FROM YOU, AND THE CHAINS OF THE DEMONS OF THE UNDERWORLD I BROKE, THESE THINGS WHICH ARE BOUND ON MY MEMBERS, RESTRAINING THEM. AND THE HIGH WALLS OF DARKNESS I OVERTHREW, AND THE SECURE GATES OF THOSE PITILESS ONES I BROKE, AND I SMASHED THEIR BARS. AND THE EVIL FORCE, AND THE ONE WHO BEATS YOU, AND THE ONE WHO HINDERS YOU, AND THE TYRANT, AND THE ADVERSARY, AND THE ONE WHO IS KING, AND THE PRESENT ENEMY, INDEED ALL THESE I EXPLAINED TO THOSE WHO ARE MINE, WHO ARE THE SONS OF THE LIGHT, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT NULLIFY THEM ALL, AND BE SAVED FROM ALL THOSE BONDS, AND ENTER INTO THE PLACE WHERE THEY WERE AT FIRST. I AM THE FIRST ONE WHO DESCENDED ON ACCOUNT OF MY PORTION WHICH REMAINS, THAT IS, THE SPIRIT THAT DWELLS IN THE SOUL, WHICH ORIGINATED FROM THE WATER OF LIFE, AND OUT OF THE IMMERSION OF THE MYSTERIES. AND I SPOKE, I, TOGETHER WITH THE ARCHONS AND AUTHORITIES. FOR I HAD GONE DOWN BELOW THEIR LANGUAGE, AND I SPOKE MY MYSTERIES TO MY OWN - A HIDDEN MYSTERY - AND THE BONDS AND ETERNAL OBLIVION WERE NULLIFIED. AND I BORE FRUIT IN THEM, THAT IS, THE THOUGHT OF THE UNCHANGING AEON, AND MY HOUSE, AND THEIR FATHER. AND I WENT DOWN TO THOSE WHO WERE MINE FROM THE FIRST, AND I REACHED THEM AND BROKE THE FIRST STRANDS THAT ENSLAVED THEM. THEN EVERYONE OF THOSE WITHIN ME SHONE, AND I PREPARED A PATTERN FOR THOSE INEFFABLE LIGHTS THAT ARE WITHIN ME. AMEN.  
THE DISCOURSE OF PROTENNOIA: ONE
I AM THE VOICE THAT APPEARED THROUGH MY THOUGHT, FOR I AM 'HE WHO IS SYZYGETIC' SINCE I AM CALLED 'THE THOUGHT OF THE INVISIBLE ONE'. SINCE I AM CALLED 'THE UNCHANGING SPEECH', I AM CALLED 'SHE WHO IS SYZYGETIC'. I AM A SINGLE ONE, SINCE I AM UNDEFILED. I AM THE MOTHER OF THE VOICE, SPEAKING IN MANY WAYS, COMPLETING THE ALL. IT IS IN ME THAT KNOWLEDGE DWELLS, THE KNOWLEDGE OF <THINGS> EVERLASTING. IT IS I WHO SPEAK WITHIN EVERY CREATURE, AND I WAS KNOWN BY THE ALL. IT IS I WHO LIFT UP THE SPEECH OF THE VOICE TO THE EARS OF THOSE WHO HAVE KNOWN ME, THAT IS, THE SONS OF THE LIGHT. NOW I HAVE COME THE SECOND TIME IN THE LIKENESS OF A FEMALE, AND HAVE SPOKEN WITH THEM. AND I SHALL TELL THEM OF THE COMING END OF THE AEON AND TEACH THEM OF THE BEGINNING OF THE AEON TO COME, THE ONE WITHOUT CHANGE, THE ONE IN WHICH OUR APPEARANCE WILL BE CHANGED. WE SHALL BE PURIFIED WITHIN THOSE AEONS FROM WHICH I REVEALED MYSELF IN THE THOUGHT OF THE LIKENESS OF MY MASCULINITY. I SETTLED AMONG THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY IN THE THOUGHT OF MY CHANGELESS AEON. FOR I SHALL TELL YOU A MYSTERY OF THIS PARTICULAR AEON, AND TELL YOU ABOUT THE FORCES THAT ARE IN IT. THE BIRTH BECKONS; HOUR BEGETS HOUR, DAY BEGETS DAY. THE MONTHS MADE KNOWN THE MONTH, TIME HAS GONE AROUND SUCCEEDING TIME. THIS PARTICULAR AEON WAS COMPLETED IN THIS FASHION, AND IT WAS ESTIMATED, AND IT (WAS) SHORT, FOR IT WAS A FINGER THAT RELEASED A FINGER, AND A JOINT THAT WAS SEPARATED FROM A JOINT. THEN, WHEN THE GREAT AUTHORITIES KNEW THAT THE TIME OF FULFILLMENT HAD APPEARED - JUST AS IN THE PANGS OF THE PARTURIENT IT (THE TIME) HAS DRAWN NEAR, SO ALSO HAD THE DESTRUCTION APPROACHED - ALL TOGETHER THE ELEMENTS TREMBLED, AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE UNDERWORLD AND THE CEILINGS OF CHAOS SHOOK, AND A GREAT FIRE SHONE WITHIN THEIR MIDST, AND THE ROCKS AND THE EARTH WERE SHAKEN LIKE A REED SHAKEN BY THE WIND. AND THE LOTS OF FATE AND THOSE WHO APPORTION THE DOMICILES WERE GREATLY DISTURBED OVER A GREAT THUNDER. AND THE THRONES OF THE POWERS WERE DISTURBED, SINCE THEY WERE OVERTURNED, AND THEIR KING WAS AFRAID. AND THOSE WHO PURSUE FATE PAID THEIR ALLOTMENT OF VISITS TO THE PATH, AND THEY SAID TO THE POWERS, "WHAT IS THIS DISTURBANCE AND THIS SHAKING THAT HAS COME UPON US THROUGH A VOICE <BELONGING> TO THE EXALTED SPEECH? AND OUR ENTIRE HABITATION HAS BEEN SHAKEN, AND THE ENTIRE CIRCUIT OF THE PATH OF ASCENT HAS MET WITH DESTRUCTION, AND THE PATH UPON WHICH WE GO, WHICH TAKES US UP TO THE ARCHGENITOR OF OUR BIRTH, HAS CEASED TO BE ESTABLISHED FOR US." THEN THE POWERS ANSWERED, SAYING, "WE TOO ARE AT LOSS ABOUT IT, SINCE WE DID NOT KNOW WHAT WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR IT. BUT ARISE, LET US GO UP TO THE ARCHGENITOR AND ASK HIM." AND THE POWERS ALL GATHERED AND WENT UP TO THE ARCHGENITOR. THEY SAID TO HIM, "WHERE IS YOUR BOASTING IN WHICH YOU BOAST? DID WE NOT HEAR YOU SAY, "I AM GOD, AND I AM YOUR FATHER, AND IT IS I WHO BEGOT YOU AND THERE IS NONE BESIDE ME"? NOW BEHOLD, THERE HAS APPEARED A VOICE BELONGING TO THAT INVISIBLE SPEECH OF THE AEON WHICH WE KNOW NOT. AND WE OURSELVES DID NOT RECOGNIZE TO WHOM WE BELONG, FOR THAT VOICE WHICH WE LISTENED TO IS FOREIGN TO US, AND WE DID NOT RECOGNIZE IT; WE DID NOT KNOW WHENCE IT WAS. IT CAME AND PUT FEAR IN OUR MIDST AND WEAKENING IN THE MEMBERS OF OUR ARMS. SO NOW LET US WEEP AND MOURN MOST BITTERLY! AS FOR THE FUTURE, LET US MAKE OUR ENTIRE FLIGHT BEFORE WE ARE IMPRISONED PERFORCE, AND TAKEN DOWN TO THE BOSOM OF THE UNDERWORLD. FOR ALREADY THE SLACKENING OF OUR BONDAGE HAS APPROACHED, AND THE TIMES ARE CUT SHORT, AND THE DAYS HAVE SHORTENED, AND OUR TIME HAS BEEN FULFILLED, AND THE WEEPING OF OUR DESTRUCTION HAS APPROACHED US, SO THAT WE MAY BE TAKEN TO THE PLACE WE RECOGNIZE. FOR AS FOR OUR TREE FROM WHICH WE GREW, A FRUIT OF IGNORANCE IS WHAT IT HAS; AND ALSO, ITS LEAVES, IT IS DEATH THAT DWELLS IN THEM, AND DARKNESS DWELLS UNDER THE SHADOW OF ITS BOUGHS. AND IT WAS IN DECEIT AND LUST THAT WE HARVESTED IT, THIS (TREE) THROUGH WHICH IGNORANT CHAOS BECAME FOR US A DWELLING PLACE. FOR BEHOLD, EVEN HE, THE ARCHGENITOR OF OUR BIRTH, ABOUT WHOM WE BOAST, EVEN HE DID NOT KNOW THIS SPEECH." SO NOW, O SONS OF THE THOUGHT, LISTEN TO ME, TO THE SPEECH OF THE MOTHER OF YOUR MERCY, FOR YOU HAVE BECOME WORTHY OF THE MYSTERY HIDDEN FROM THE AEONS, SO THAT YOU MIGHT RECEIVE IT. AND THE CONSUMMATION OF THIS PARTICULAR AEON AND OF THE EVIL LIFE HAS APPROACHED, AND THERE DAWNS THE BEGINNING OF THE AEON TO COME, WHICH HAS NO CHANGE FOREVER. I AM ANDROGYNOUS. I AM MOTHER (AND) I AM FATHER, SINCE I COPULATE WITH MYSELF. I COPULATED WITH MYSELF AND WITH THOSE WHO LOVE ME, AND IT IS THROUGH ME ALONE THAT THE ALL STANDS FIRM. I AM THE WOMB THAT GIVES SHAPE TO THE ALL BY GIVING BIRTH TO THE LIGHT THAT SHINES IN SPLENDOR. I AM THE AEON TO COME. I AM THE FULFILLMENT OF THE ALL, THAT IS, MEIROTHEA, THE GLORY OF THE MOTHER. I CAST VOICED SPEECH INTO THE EARS OF THOSE WHO KNOW ME. AND I AM INVITING YOU INTO THE EXALTED, PERFECT LIGHT. MOREOVER, (AS FOR) THIS (LIGHT), WHEN YOU ENTER IT, YOU WILL BE GLORIFIED BY THOSE WHO GIVE GLORY, AND THOSE WHO ENTHRONE WILL ENTHRONE YOU. YOU WILL ACCEPT ROBES FROM THOSE WHO GIVE ROBES, AND THE BAPTIZERS WILL BAPTIZE YOU, AND YOU WILL BECOME GLORIOUSLY GLORIOUS, THE WAY YOU FIRST WERE WHEN YOU WERE <LIGHT>. AND I HID MYSELF IN EVERYONE AND REVEALED MYSELF WITHIN THEM, AND EVERY MIND SEEKING ME LONGED FOR ME, FOR IT IS I WHO GAVE SHAPE TO THE ALL WHEN IT HAD NO FORM. AND I TRANSFORMED THEIR FORMS INTO (OTHER) FORMS, UNTIL THE TIME WHEN A FORM WILL BE GIVEN TO THE ALL. IT IS THROUGH ME THAT THE VOICE ORIGINATED, AND IT IS I WHO PUT THE BREATH WITHIN MY OWN. AND I CAST INTO THEM THE ETERNALLY HOLY SPIRIT, AND I ASCENDED AND ENTERED MY LIGHT. I WENT UP UPON MY BRANCH AND SAT THERE AMONG THE SONS OF THE HOLY LIGHT. AND I WITHDREW TO THEIR DWELLING PLACE WHICH [...] BECOME GLORIOUS [...]. AMEN.  
ON FATE: TWO
I AM THE WORD WHO DWELLS IN THE INEFFABLE VOICE. I DWELL IN UNDEFILED LIGHT AND A THOUGHT REVEALED ITSELF PERCEPTIBLY THROUGH THE GREAT SPEECH OF THE MOTHER, ALTHOUGH IT IS A MALE OFFSPRING THAT SUPPORTS ME AS MY FOUNDATION. AND IT (THE SPEECH) EXISTS FROM THE BEGINNING IN THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE ALL. BUT THERE IS A LIGHT THAT DWELLS HIDDEN IN SILENCE, AND IT WAS FIRST TO COME FORTH. WHEREAS SHE (THE MOTHER) ALONE EXISTS AS SILENCE, I ALONE AM THE WORD, INEFFABLE, UNPOLLUTED, IMMEASURABLE, INCONCEIVABLE. IT (THE WORD) IS A HIDDEN LIGHT, BEARING A FRUIT OF LIFE, POURING FORTH A LIVING WATER FROM THE INVISIBLE, UNPOLLUTED, IMMEASURABLE SPRING, THAT IS, THE UNREPRODUCIBLE VOICE OF THE GLORY OF THE MOTHER, THE GLORY OF THE OFFSPRING OF GOD; A MALE VIRGIN BY VIRTUE OF A HIDDEN INTELLECT, THAT IS, THE SILENCE HIDDEN FROM THE ALL, BEING UNREPRODUCIBLE, AN IMMEASURABLE LIGHT, THE SOURCE OF THE ALL, THE ROOT OF THE ENTIRE AEON. IT IS THE FOUNDATION THAT SUPPORTS EVERY MOVEMENT OF THE AEONS THAT BELONG TO THE MIGHTY GLORY. IT IS THE FOUNDATION OF EVERY FOUNDATION. IT IS THE BREATH OF THE POWERS. IT IS THE EYE OF THE THREE PERMANENCES, WHICH EXIST AS VOICE BY VIRTUE OF THOUGHT. AND IT IS A WORD BY VIRTUE OF SPEECH; IT WAS SENT TO ILLUMINE THOSE WHO DWELL IN THE DARKNESS. NOW BEHOLD! I WILL REVEAL TO YOU MY MYSTERIES, SINCE YOU ARE MY FELLOW BRETHREN, AND YOU SHALL KNOW THEM ALL.  (5 LINES MISSING) I TOLD ALL OF THEM ABOUT MY MYSTERIES THAT EXIST IN THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE, INEXPRESSIBLE AEONS. I TAUGHT THEM THE MYSTERIES THROUGH THE VOICE THAT EXISTS WITHIN A PERFECT INTELLECT, AND I BECAME A FOUNDATION FOR THE ALL, AND I EMPOWERED THEM. THE SECOND TIME I CAME IN THE SPEECH OF MY VOICE. I GAVE SHAPE TO THOSE WHO TOOK SHAPE, UNTIL THEIR CONSUMMATION. THE THIRD TIME I REVEALED MYSELF TO THEM IN THEIR TENTS AS WORD, AND I REVEALED MYSELF IN THE LIKENESS OF THEIR SHAPE. AND I WORE EVERYONE'S GARMENT, AND I HID MYSELF WITHIN THEM, AND THEY DID NOT KNOW THE ONE WHO EMPOWERS ME. FOR I DWELL WITHIN ALL THE SOVEREIGNTIES AND POWERS, AND WITHIN THE ANGELS, AND IN EVERY MOVEMENT THAT EXISTS IN ALL MATTER. AND I HID MYSELF WITHIN THEM UNTIL I REVEALED MYSELF TO MY BRETHREN. AND NONE OF THEM (THE POWERS) KNEW ME, ALTHOUGH IT IS I WHO WORK IN THEM. RATHER, THEY THOUGHT THAT THE ALL WAS CREATED BY THEM, SINCE THEY ARE IGNORANT, NOT KNOWING THEIR ROOT, THE PLACE IN WHICH THEY GREW. I AM THE LIGHT THAT ILLUMINES THE ALL. I AM THE LIGHT THAT REJOICES IN MY BRETHREN, FOR I CAME DOWN TO THE WORLD OF MORTALS ON ACCOUNT OF THE SPIRIT THAT REMAINS IN THAT WHICH DESCENDED (AND) CAME FORTH FROM THE INNOCENT SOPHIA. I CAME, AND I DELIVERED [...], AND I WENT TO... (5 LINES MISSING) ...WHICH HE HAD FORMERLY, AND I GAVE TO HIM FROM THE WATER OF LIFE, WHICH STRIPS HIM OF THE CHAOS THAT IS IN THE UTTERMOST DARKNESS THAT EXISTS INSIDE THE ENTIRE ABYSS, THAT IS, THE THOUGHT OF THE CORPOREAL AND THE PSYCHIC. ALL THESE I PUT ON. AND I STRIPPED HIM OF IT, AND I PUT UPON HIM A SHINING LIGHT, THAT IS, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE THOUGHT OF THE FATHERHOOD. AND I DELIVERED HIM TO THOSE WHO GIVE ROBES - YAMMON, ELASSO, AMENAI - AND THEY COVERED HIM WITH A ROBE FROM THE ROBES OF THE LIGHT; AND I DELIVERED HIM TO THE BAPTIZERS, AND THEY BAPTIZED HIM - MICHEUS, MICHAR, MNESINOUS - AND THEY IMMERSED HIM IN THE SPRING OF THE WATER OF LIFE. AND I DELIVERED HIM TO THOSE WHO ENTHRONE - BARIEL, NOUTHAN, SABENAI - AND THEY ENTHRONED HIM FROM THE THRONE OF GLORY. AND I DELIVERED HIM TO THOSE WHO GLORIFY - ARIOM, ELIEN, PHARIEL - AND THEY GLORIFIED HIM WITH THE GLORY OF THE FATHERHOOD. AND THOSE WHO SNATCH AWAY SNATCHED AWAY - KAMALIEL, [...]ANEN, SAMBLO, AND THE SERVANTS OF <THE> GREAT HOLY LUMINARIES - AND THEY TOOK HIM INTO THE LIGHT-PLACE OF HIS FATHERHOOD. AND HE RECEIVED THE FIVE SEALS FROM THE LIGHT OF THE MOTHER, PROTENNOIA, AND IT WAS GRANTED HIM TO PARTAKE OF THE MYSTERY OF KNOWLEDGE, AND HE BECAME A LIGHT IN LIGHT. SO NOW...  (5 LINES MISSING) ...I WAS DWELLING IN THEM IN THE FORM OF EACH ONE. THE ARCHONS THOUGHT THAT I WAS THEIR CHRIST. INDEED, I DWELL IN EVERYONE. INDEED, WITHIN THOSE IN WHOM I REVEALED MYSELF AS LIGHT, I ELUDED THE ARCHONS. I AM THEIR BELOVED, FOR IN THAT PLACE I CLOTHED MYSELF AS THE SON OF THE ARCHGENITOR, AND I WAS LIKE HIM UNTIL THE END OF HIS DECREE, WHICH IS THE IGNORANCE OF CHAOS. AND AMONG THE ANGELS I REVEALED MYSELF IN THEIR LIKENESS, AND AMONG THE POWERS, AS IF I WERE ONE OF THEM; BUT AMONG THE SONS OF MAN, AS IF I WERE A SON OF MAN, EVEN THOUGH I AM FATHER OF EVERYONE. I HID MYSELF WITHIN THEM ALL UNTIL I REVEALED MYSELF AMONG MY MEMBERS, WHICH ARE MINE, AND I TAUGHT THEM ABOUT THE INEFFABLE ORDINANCES, AND (ABOUT) THE BRETHREN. BUT THEY ARE INEXPRESSIBLE TO EVERY SOVEREIGNTY AND EVERY RULING POWER, EXCEPT THE SONS OF THE LIGHT ALONE, THAT IS, THE ORDINANCES OF THE FATHER. THESE ARE THE GLORIES THAT ARE HIGHER THAN EVERY GLORY, THAT IS, THE FIVE SEALS, COMPLETE BY VIRTUE OF INTELLECT. HE WHO POSSESSES THE FIVE SEALS OF THESE PARTICULAR NAMES HAS STRIPPED OFF <THE> GARMENTS OF IGNORANCE AND PUT ON A SHINING LIGHT. AND NOTHING WILL APPEAR TO HIM THAT BELONGS TO THE POWERS OF THE ARCHONS. WITHIN THOSE OF THIS SORT, DARKNESS WILL DISSOLVE AND IGNORANCE WILL DIE. AND THE THOUGHT OF THE CREATURE, WHICH IS SCATTERED, WILL PRESENT A SINGLE APPEARANCE AND DARK CHAOS WILL DISSOLVE AND... (6 LINES FRAGMENTARY) ...UNTIL I REVEAL MYSELF TO ALL MY FELLOW BRETHREN, AND UNTIL I GATHER TOGETHER ALL MY FELLOW BRETHREN WITHIN MY ETERNAL KINGDOM. AND I PROCLAIMED TO THEM THE INEFFABLE FIVE SEALS IN ORDER THAT I MIGHT ABIDE IN THEM AND THEY ALSO MIGHT ABIDE IN ME. AS FOR ME, I PUT ON JESUS. I BORE HIM FROM THE CURSED WOOD, AND ESTABLISHED HIM IN THE DWELLING PLACES OF HIS FATHER. AND THOSE WHO WATCH OVER THEIR DWELLING PLACES DID NOT RECOGNIZE ME. FOR I, I AM UNRESTRAINABLE, TOGETHER WITH MY SEED; AND MY SEED, WHICH IS MINE, I SHALL PLACE INTO THE HOLY LIGHT WITHIN AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE SILENCE. AMEN.  
THE TRIPARTITE TRACTATE: PART I  
1. INTRODUCTION  
AS FOR WHAT WE CAN SAY ABOUT THE THINGS WHICH ARE EXALTED, WHAT IS FITTING IS THAT WE BEGIN WITH THE FATHER, WHO IS THE ROOT OF THE TOTALITY, THE ONE FROM WHOM WE HAVE RECEIVED GRACE TO SPEAK ABOUT HIM.  
2. THE FATHER  
HE EXISTED BEFORE ANYTHING OTHER THAN HIMSELF CAME INTO BEING. THE FATHER IS A SINGLE ONE, LIKE A NUMBER, FOR HE IS THE FIRST ONE AND THE ONE WHO IS ONLY HIMSELF. YET HE IS NOT LIKE A SOLITARY INDIVIDUAL. OTHERWISE, HOW COULD HE BE A FATHER? FOR WHENEVER THERE IS A "FATHER," THE NAME "SON" FOLLOWS. BUT THE SINGLE ONE, WHO ALONE IS THE FATHER, IS LIKE A ROOT, WITH TREE, BRANCHES AND FRUIT. IT IS SAID OF HIM THAT HE IS A FATHER IN THE PROPER SENSE, SINCE HE IS INIMITABLE AND IMMUTABLE. BECAUSE OF THIS, HE IS SINGLE IN THE PROPER SENSE, AND IS A GOD, BECAUSE NO ONE IS A GOD FOR HIM NOR IS ANYONE A FATHER TO HIM. FOR HE IS UNBEGOTTEN, AND THERE IS NO OTHER WHO BEGOT HIM, NOR ANOTHER WHO CREATED HIM. FOR WHOEVER IS SOMEONE'S FATHER OR HIS CREATOR, HE, TOO, HAS A FATHER AND CREATOR. IT IS CERTAINLY POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO BE FATHER AND CREATOR OF THE ONE WHO CAME INTO BEING FROM HIM AND THE ONE WHOM HE CREATED, FOR HE IS NOT A FATHER IN THE PROPER SENSE, NOR A GOD, BECAUSE HE HAS SOMEONE WHO BEGOT HIM AND WHO CREATED HIM. IT IS, THEN, ONLY THE FATHER AND GOD IN THE PROPER SENSE THAT NO ONE ELSE BEGOT. AS FOR THE TOTALITIES, HE IS THE ONE WHO BEGOT THEM AND CREATED THEM. HE IS WITHOUT BEGINNING AND WITHOUT END. NOT ONLY IS HE WITHOUT END - HE IS IMMORTAL FOR THIS REASON, THAT HE IS UNBEGOTTEN - BUT HE IS ALSO INVARIABLE IN HIS ETERNAL EXISTENCE, IN HIS IDENTITY, IN THAT BY WHICH HE IS ESTABLISHED, AND IN THAT BY WHICH HE IS GREAT. NEITHER WILL HE REMOVE HIMSELF FROM THAT BY WHICH HE IS, NOR WILL ANYONE ELSE FORCE HIM TO PRODUCE AN END WHICH HE HAS NOT EVER DESIRED. HE HAS NOT HAD ANYONE WHO INITIATED HIS OWN EXISTENCE. THUS, HE IS HIMSELF UNCHANGED, AND NO ONE ELSE CAN REMOVE HIM FROM HIS EXISTENCE AND HIS IDENTITY, THAT IN WHICH HE IS, AND HIS GREATNESS, SO THAT HE CANNOT BE GRASPED; NOR IS IT POSSIBLE FOR ANYONE ELSE TO CHANGE HIM INTO A DIFFERENT FORM, OR TO REDUCE HIM, OR ALTER HIM OR DIMINISH HIM, SINCE THIS IS SO IN THE FULLEST SENSE OF THE TRUTH - WHO IS THE UNALTERABLE, IMMUTABLE ONE, WITH IMMUTABILITY CLOTHING HIM. NOT ONLY IS HE THE ONE CALLED "WITHOUT A BEGINNING" AND "WITHOUT AN END," BECAUSE HE IS UNBEGOTTEN AND IMMORTAL; BUT JUST AS HE HAS NO BEGINNING AND NO END AS HE IS, HE IS UNATTAINABLE IN HIS GREATNESS, INSCRUTABLE IN HIS WISDOM, INCOMPREHENSIBLE IN HIS POWER, AND UNFATHOMABLE IN HIS SWEETNESS. IN THE PROPER SENSE, HE ALONE - THE GOOD, THE UNBEGOTTEN FATHER, AND THE COMPLETE PERFECT ONE - IS THE ONE FILLED WITH ALL HIS OFFSPRING, AND WITH EVERY VIRTUE, AND WITH EVERYTHING OF VALUE. AND HE HAS MORE, THAT IS, LACK OF ANY MALICE, IN ORDER THAT IT MAY BE DISCOVERED THAT WHOEVER HAS ANYTHING IS INDEBTED TO HIM, BECAUSE HE GIVES IT, BEING HIMSELF UNREACHABLE AND UNWEARIED BY THAT WHICH HE GIVES, SINCE HE IS WEALTHY IN THE GIFTS WHICH HE BESTOWS, AND AT REST IN THE FAVORS WHICH HE GRANTS. HE IS OF SUCH A KIND AND FORM AND GREAT MAGNITUDE THAT NO ONE ELSE HAS BEEN WITH HIM FROM THE BEGINNING; NOR IS THERE A PLACE IN WHICH HE IS, OR FROM WHICH HE HAS COME FORTH, OR INTO WHICH HE WILL GO; NOR IS THERE A PRIMORDIAL FORM, WHICH HE USES AS A MODEL AS HE WORKS; NOR IS THERE ANY DIFFICULTY WHICH ACCOMPANIES HIM IN WHAT HE DOES; NOR IS THERE ANY MATERIAL WHICH IS AT HIS DISPOSAL, FROM WHICH <HE> CREATES WHAT HE CREATES; NOR ANY SUBSTANCE WITHIN HIM FROM WHICH HE BEGETS WHAT HE BEGETS; NOR A CO-WORKER WITH HIM, WORKING WITH HIM ON THE THINGS AT WHICH HE WORKS. TO SAY ANYTHING OF THIS SORT IS IGNORANT. RATHER, (ONE SHOULD SPEAK OF HIM) AS GOOD, FAULTLESS, PERFECT, COMPLETE, BEING HIMSELF THE TOTALITY. NOT ONE OF THE NAMES WHICH ARE CONCEIVED OR SPOKEN, SEEN OR GRASPED - NOT ONE OF THEM APPLIES TO HIM, EVEN THOUGH THEY ARE EXCEEDINGLY GLORIOUS, MAGNIFYING AND HONORED. HOWEVER, IT IS POSSIBLE TO UTTER THESE NAMES FOR HIS GLORY AND HONOR, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CAPACITY OF EACH OF THOSE WHO GIVE HIM GLORY. YET AS FOR HIM, IN HIS OWN EXISTENCE, BEING AND FORM, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR MIND TO CONCEIVE HIM, NOR CAN ANY SPEECH CONVEY HIM, NOR CAN ANY EYE SEE HIM, NOR CAN ANY BODY GRASP HIM, BECAUSE OF HIS INSCRUTABLE GREATNESS, AND HIS INCOMPREHENSIBLE DEPTH, AND HIS IMMEASURABLE HEIGHT, AND HIS ILLIMITABLE WILL. THIS IS THE NATURE OF THE UNBEGOTTEN ONE, WHICH DOES NOT TOUCH ANYTHING ELSE; NOR IS IT JOINED (TO ANYTHING) IN THE MANNER OF SOMETHING WHICH IS LIMITED. RATHER, HE POSSESSES THIS CONSTITUTION, WITHOUT HAVING A FACE OR A FORM, THINGS WHICH ARE UNDERSTOOD THROUGH PERCEPTION, WHENCE ALSO COMES (THE EPITHET) "THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE. IF HE IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE, THEN IT FOLLOWS THAT HE IS UNKNOWABLE, THAT HE IS THE ONE WHO IS INCONCEIVABLE BY ANY THOUGHT, INVISIBLE BY ANY THING, INEFFABLE BY ANY WORD, UNTOUCHABLE BY ANY HAND. HE ALONE IS THE ONE WHO KNOWS HIMSELF AS HE IS, ALONG WITH HIS FORM AND HIS GREATNESS AND HIS MAGNITUDE. AND SINCE HE HAS THE ABILITY TO CONCEIVE OF HIMSELF, TO SEE HIMSELF, TO NAME HIMSELF, TO COMPREHEND HIMSELF, HE ALONE IS THE ONE WHO IS HIS OWN MIND, HIS OWN EYE, HIS OWN MOUTH, HIS OWN FORM, AND HE IS WHAT HE THINKS, WHAT HE SEES, WHAT HE SPEAKS, WHAT HE GRASPS, HIMSELF, THE ONE WHO IS INCONCEIVABLE, INEFFABLE, INCOMPREHENSIBLE, IMMUTABLE, WHILE SUSTAINING, JOYOUS, TRUE, DELIGHTFUL, AND RESTFUL IS THAT WHICH HE CONCEIVES, THAT WHICH HE SEES, THAT ABOUT WHICH HE SPEAKS, THAT WHICH HE HAS AS THOUGHT. HE TRANSCENDS ALL WISDOM, AND IS ABOVE ALL INTELLECT, AND IS ABOVE ALL GLORY, AND IS ABOVE ALL BEAUTY, AND ALL SWEETNESS, AND ALL GREATNESS, AND ANY DEPTH AND ANY HEIGHT. IF THIS ONE, WHO IS UNKNOWABLE IN HIS NATURE, TO WHOM PERTAIN ALL THE GREATNESSES WHICH I ALREADY MENTIONED - IF, OUT OF THE ABUNDANCE OF HIS SWEETNESS, HE WISHES TO GRANT KNOWLEDGE, SO THAT HE MIGHT BE KNOWN, HE HAS THE ABILITY TO DO SO. HE HAS HIS POWER, WHICH IS HIS WILL. NOW, HOWEVER, IN SILENCE HE HIMSELF HOLDS BACK, HE WHO IS THE GREAT ONE, WHO IS THE CAUSE OF BRINGING THE TOTALITIES INTO THEIR ETERNAL BEING. IT IS IN THE PROPER SENSE THAT HE BEGETS HIMSELF AS INEFFABLE, SINCE HE ALONE IS SELF-BEGOTTEN, SINCE HE CONCEIVES OF HIMSELF, AND SINCE HE KNOWS HIMSELF AS HE IS. WHAT IS WORTHY OF HIS ADMIRATION AND GLORY AND HONOR AND PRAISE, HE PRODUCES BECAUSE OF THE BOUNDLESSNESS OF HIS GREATNESS, AND THE UNSEARCHABILITY OF HIS WISDOM, AND THE IMMEASURABILITY OF HIS POWER, AND HIS UNTASTEABLE SWEETNESS. HE IS THE ONE WHO PROJECTS HIMSELF THUS, AS GENERATION, HAVING GLORY AND HONOR MARVELOUS AND LOVELY; THE ONE WHO GLORIFIES HIMSELF, WHO MARVELS, <WHO> HONORS, WHO ALSO LOVES; THE ONE WHO HAS A SON, WHO SUBSISTS IN HIM, WHO IS SILENT CONCERNING HIM, WHO IS THE INEFFABLE ONE IN THE INEFFABLE ONE, THE INVISIBLE ONE, THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE ONE, THE INCONCEIVABLE ONE IN THE INCONCEIVABLE ONE. THUS, HE EXISTS IN HIM FOREVER. THE FATHER, IN THE WAY WE MENTIONED EARLIER, IN AN UNBEGOTTEN WAY, IS THE ONE IN WHOM HE KNOWS HIMSELF, WHO BEGOT HIM HAVING A THOUGHT, WHICH IS THE THOUGHT OF HIM, THAT IS, THE PERCEPTION OF HIM, WHICH IS THE [...] OF HIS CONSTITUTION FOREVER. THAT IS, HOWEVER, IN THE PROPER SENSE, THE SILENCE AND THE WISDOM AND THE GRACE, IF IT IS DESIGNATED PROPERLY IN THIS WAY.  
3. THE SON AND THE CHURCH  
JUST AS THE FATHER EXISTS IN THE PROPER SENSE, THE ONE BEFORE WHOM THERE WAS NO ONE ELSE, AND THE ONE APART FROM WHOM THERE IS NO OTHER UNBEGOTTEN ONE, SO TOO THE SON EXISTS IN THE PROPER SENSE, THE ONE BEFORE WHOM THERE WAS NO OTHER, AND AFTER WHOM NO OTHER SON EXISTS. THEREFORE, HE IS A FIRSTBORN AND AN ONLY SON, "FIRSTBORN" BECAUSE NO ONE EXISTS BEFORE HIM AND "ONLY SON" BECAUSE NO ONE IS AFTER HIM. FURTHERMORE, HE HAS HIS FRUIT, THAT WHICH IS UNKNOWABLE BECAUSE OF ITS SURPASSING GREATNESS. YET HE WANTED IT TO BE KNOWN, BECAUSE OF THE RICHES OF HIS SWEETNESS. AND HE REVEALED THE UNEXPLAINABLE POWER, AND HE COMBINED WITH IT THE GREAT ABUNDANCE OF HIS GENEROSITY. NOT ONLY DID THE SON EXIST FROM THE BEGINNING, BUT THE CHURCH, TOO, EXISTED FROM THE BEGINNING. NOW, HE WHO THINKS THAT THE DISCOVERY THAT THE SON IS AN ONLY SON OPPOSES THE STATEMENT (ABOUT THE CHURCH) BECAUSE OF THE MYSTERIOUS QUALITY OF THE MATTER, IT IS NOT SO. FOR JUST AS THE FATHER IS A UNITY, AND HAS REVEALED HIMSELF AS FATHER FOR HIM ALONE, SO TOO THE SON WAS FOUND TO BE A BROTHER TO HIMSELF ALONE, IN VIRTUE OF THE FACT THAT HE IS UNBEGOTTEN AND WITHOUT BEGINNING. HE WONDERS AT HIMSELF, ALONG WITH THE FATHER, AND HE GIVES HIM(SELF) GLORY AND HONOR AND LOVE. FURTHERMORE, HE TOO IS THE ONE WHOM HE CONCEIVES OF AS SON, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DISPOSITIONS: "WITHOUT BEGINNING" AND "WITHOUT END." THUS, IS THE MATTER SOMETHING WHICH IS FIXED. BEING INNUMERABLE AND ILLIMITABLE, HIS OFFSPRING ARE INDIVISIBLE. THOSE WHICH EXIST HAVE COME FORTH FROM THE SON AND THE FATHER LIKE KISSES, BECAUSE OF THE MULTITUDE OF SOME WHO KISS ONE ANOTHER WITH A GOOD, INSATIABLE THOUGHT, THE KISS BEING A UNITY, ALTHOUGH IT INVOLVES MANY KISSES. THIS IS TO SAY, IT IS THE CHURCH CONSISTING OF MANY MEN THAT EXISTED BEFORE THE AEONS, WHICH IS CALLED, IN THE PROPER SENSE, "THE AEONS OF THE AEONS." THIS IS THE NATURE OF THE HOLY IMPERISHABLE SPIRITS, UPON WHICH THE SON RESTS, SINCE IT IS HIS ESSENCE, JUST AS THE FATHER RESTS UPON THE SON.  
4. AEONIC EMANATIONS  
[...] THE CHURCH EXISTS IN THE DISPOSITIONS AND PROPERTIES IN WHICH THE FATHER AND THE SON EXIST, AS I HAVE SAID FROM THE START. THEREFORE, IT SUBSISTS IN THE PROCREATIONS OF INNUMERABLE AEONS. ALSO, IN AN UNCOUNTABLE WAY THEY TOO BEGET, BY THE PROPERTIES AND THE DISPOSITIONS IN WHICH IT (THE CHURCH) EXISTS. FOR THESE COMPRISE ITS ASSOCIATION WHICH THEY FORM TOWARD ONE ANOTHER AND TOWARD THOSE WHO HAVE COME FORTH FROM THEM TOWARD THE SON, FOR WHOSE GLORY THEY EXIST. THEREFORE, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR MIND TO CONCEIVE OF HIM - HE WAS THE PERFECTION OF THAT PLACE - NOR CAN SPEECH EXPRESS THEM, FOR THEY ARE INEFFABLE AND UNNAMEABLE AND INCONCEIVABLE. THEY ALONE HAVE THE ABILITY TO NAME THEMSELVES AND TO CONCEIVE OF THEMSELVES. FOR THEY HAVE NOT BEEN ROOTED IN THESE PLACES. THOSE OF THAT PLACE ARE INEFFABLE, (AND) INNUMERABLE IN THE SYSTEM WHICH IS BOTH THE MANNER AND THE SIZE, THE JOY, THE GLADNESS OF THE UNBEGOTTEN, NAMELESS, UNNAMEABLE, INCONCEIVABLE, INVISIBLE, INCOMPREHENSIBLE ONE. IT IS THE FULLNESS OF PATERNITY, SO THAT HIS ABUNDANCE IS A BEGETTING [...] OF THE AEONS. THEY WERE FOREVER IN THOUGHT, FOR THE FATHER WAS LIKE A THOUGHT AND A PLACE FOR THEM. WHEN THEIR GENERATIONS HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED, THE ONE WHO IS COMPLETELY IN CONTROL WISHED TO LAY HOLD OF AND TO BRING FORTH THAT WHICH WAS DEFICIENT IN THE [...] AND HE BROUGHT FORTH THOSE [...] HIM. BUT SINCE HE IS AS HE IS, HE IS A SPRING, WHICH IS NOT DIMINISHED BY THE WATER WHICH ABUNDANTLY FLOWS FROM IT. WHILE THEY WERE IN THE FATHER'S THOUGHT, THAT IS, IN THE HIDDEN DEPTH, THE DEPTH KNEW THEM, BUT THEY WERE UNABLE TO KNOW THE DEPTH IN WHICH THEY WERE; NOR WAS IT POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO KNOW THEMSELVES, NOR FOR THEM TO KNOW ANYTHING ELSE. THAT IS, THEY WERE WITH THE FATHER; THEY DID NOT EXIST FOR THEMSELVES. RATHER, THEY ONLY HAD EXISTENCE IN THE MANNER OF A SEED, SO THAT IT HAS BEEN DISCOVERED THAT THEY EXISTED LIKE A FETUS. LIKE THE WORD HE BEGOT THEM, SUBSISTING SPERMATICALLY, AND THE ONES WHOM HE WAS TO BEGET HAD NOT YET COME INTO BEING FROM HIM. THE ONE WHO FIRST THOUGHT OF THEM, THE FATHER, - NOT ONLY SO THAT THEY MIGHT EXIST FOR HIM, BUT ALSO THAT THEY MIGHT EXIST FOR THEMSELVES AS WELL, THAT THEY MIGHT THEN EXIST IN HIS THOUGHT AS MENTAL SUBSTANCE AND THAT THEY MIGHT EXIST FOR THEMSELVES TOO, - SOWED A THOUGHT LIKE A SPERMATIC SEED. NOW, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW WHAT EXISTS FOR THEM, HE GRACIOUSLY GRANTED THE INITIAL FORM, WHILE IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT RECOGNIZE WHO IS THE FATHER WHO EXISTS FOR THEM, HE GAVE THEM THE NAME "FATHER" BY MEANS OF A VOICE PROCLAIMING TO THEM THAT WHAT EXISTS, EXISTS THROUGH THAT NAME, WHICH THEY HAVE BY VIRTUE OF THE FACT THAT THEY CAME INTO BEING, BECAUSE THE EXALTATION, WHICH HAS ESCAPED THEIR NOTICE, IS IN THE NAME. THE INFANT, WHILE IN THE FORM OF A FETUS HAS ENOUGH FOR ITSELF, BEFORE EVER SEEING THE ONE WHO SOWED IT. THEREFORE, THEY HAD THE SOLE TASK OF SEARCHING FOR HIM, REALIZING THAT HE EXISTS, EVER WISHING TO FIND OUT WHAT EXISTS. SINCE, HOWEVER, THE PERFECT FATHER IS GOOD, JUST AS HE DID NOT HEAR THEM AT ALL SO THAT THEY WOULD EXIST (ONLY) IN HIS THOUGHT, BUT RATHER GRANTED THAT THEY, TOO, MIGHT COME INTO BEING, SO ALSO WILL HE GIVE THEM GRACE TO KNOW WHAT EXISTS, THAT IS, THE ONE WHO KNOWS HIMSELF ETERNALLY, [...] FORM TO KNOW WHAT EXISTS, JUST AS PEOPLE ARE BEGOTTEN IN THIS PLACE: WHEN THEY ARE BORN, THEY ARE IN THE LIGHT, SO THAT THEY SEE THOSE WHO HAVE BEGOTTEN THEM. THE FATHER BROUGHT FORTH EVERYTHING, LIKE A LITTLE CHILD, LIKE A DROP FROM A SPRING, LIKE A BLOSSOM FROM A VINE, LIKE A FLOWER, LIKE A <PLANTING> [...], IN NEED OF GAINING NOURISHMENT AND GROWTH AND FAULTLESSNESS. HE WITHHELD IT FOR A TIME. HE WHO HAD THOUGHT OF IT FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, POSSESSED IT FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, AND SAW IT, BUT HE CLOSED IT OFF TO THOSE WHO FIRST CAME FROM HIM. (HE DID THIS,) NOT OUT OF ENVY, BUT IN ORDER THAT THE AEONS MIGHT NOT RECEIVE THEIR FAULTLESSNESS FROM THE VERY BEGINNING AND MIGHT NOT EXALT THEMSELVES TO THE GLORY, TO THE FATHER, AND MIGHT THINK THAT FROM THEMSELVES ALONE THEY HAVE THIS. BUT JUST AS HE WISHED TO GRANT THAT THEY MIGHT COME INTO BEING, SO TOO, IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT COME INTO BEING AS FAULTLESS ONES, WHEN HE WISHED, HE GAVE THEM THE PERFECT IDEA OF BENEFICENCE TOWARD THEM. THE ONE WHOM HE RAISED UP AS A LIGHT FOR THOSE WHO CAME FROM HIMSELF, THE ONE FROM WHOM THEY TAKE THEIR NAME, HE IS THE SON, WHO IS FULL, COMPLETE AND FAULTLESS. HE BROUGHT HIM FORTH MINGLED WITH WHAT CAME FORTH FROM HIM [...] PARTAKING OF THE [...] THE TOTALITY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH [...] BY WHICH EACH ONE CAN RECEIVE HIM FOR HIMSELF, THOUGH SUCH WAS NOT HIS GREATNESS BEFORE HE WAS RECEIVED BY IT. RATHER, HE EXISTS BY HIMSELF. AS FOR THE PARTS IN WHICH HE EXISTS IN HIS OWN MANNER AND FORM AND GREATNESS, IT IS POSSIBLE FOR <THEM> TO SEE HIM AND SPEAK ABOUT THAT WHICH THEY KNOW OF HIM, SINCE THEY WEAR HIM WHILE HE WEARS THEM, BECAUSE IT IS POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO COMPREHEND HIM. HE, HOWEVER, IS AS HE IS, INCOMPARABLE. IN ORDER THAT THE FATHER MIGHT RECEIVE HONOR FROM EACH ONE AND REVEAL HIMSELF, EVEN IN HIS INEFFABILITY, HIDDEN, AND INVISIBLE, THEY MARVEL AT HIM MENTALLY. THEREFORE, THE GREATNESS OF HIS LOFTINESS CONSISTS IN THE FACT THAT THEY SPEAK ABOUT HIM AND SEE HIM. HE BECOMES MANIFEST, SO THAT HE MAY BE HYMNED BECAUSE OF THE ABUNDANCE OF HIS SWEETNESS, WITH THE GRACE OF <...>. AND JUST AS THE ADMIRATIONS OF THE SILENCES ARE ETERNAL GENERATIONS AND THEY ARE MENTAL OFFSPRING, SO TOO THE DISPOSITIONS OF THE WORD ARE SPIRITUAL EMANATIONS. BOTH OF THEM ADMIRATIONS AND DISPOSITIONS, SINCE THEY BELONG TO A WORD, ARE SEEDS AND THOUGHTS OF HIS OFFSPRING, AND ROOTS WHICH LIVE FOREVER, APPEARING TO BE OFFSPRING WHICH HAVE COME FORTH FROM THEMSELVES, BEING MINDS AND SPIRITUAL OFFSPRING TO THE GLORY OF THE FATHER. THERE IS NO NEED FOR VOICE AND SPIRIT, MIND AND WORD, BECAUSE THERE IS NO NEED TO WORK AT THAT WHICH THEY DESIRE TO DO, BUT ON THE PATTERN BY WHICH HE WAS EXISTING, SO ARE THOSE WHO HAVE COME FORTH FROM HIM, BEGETTING EVERYTHING WHICH THEY DESIRE. AND THE ONE WHOM THEY CONCEIVE OF, AND WHOM THEY SPEAK ABOUT, AND THE ONE TOWARD WHOM THEY MOVE, AND THE ONE IN WHOM THEY ARE, AND THE ONE WHOM THEY HYMN, THEREBY GLORIFYING HIM, HE HAS SONS. FOR THIS IS THEIR PROCREATIVE POWER, LIKE THOSE FROM WHOM THEY HAVE COME, ACCORDING TO THEIR MUTUAL ASSISTANCE, SINCE THEY ASSIST ONE ANOTHER LIKE THE UNBEGOTTEN ONES. THE FATHER, IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS EXALTED POSITION OVER THE TOTALITIES, BEING AN UNKNOWN AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE ONE, HAS SUCH GREATNESS AND MAGNITUDE, THAT, IF HE HAD REVEALED HIMSELF SUDDENLY, QUICKLY, TO ALL THE EXALTED ONES AMONG THE AEONS WHO HAD COME FORTH FROM HIM, THEY WOULD HAVE PERISHED. THEREFORE, HE WITHHELD HIS POWER AND HIS INEXHAUSTIBILITY WITHIN THAT IN WHICH HE IS. HE IS INEFFABLE AND UNNAMEABLE AND EXALTED ABOVE EVERY MIND AND EVERY WORD. THIS ONE, HOWEVER, STRETCHED HIMSELF OUT AND IT WAS THAT WHICH HE STRETCHED OUT WHICH GAVE A FOUNDATION AND A SPACE AND A DWELLING PLACE FOR THE UNIVERSE, A NAME OF HIS BEING "THE ONE THROUGH WHOM," SINCE HE IS FATHER OF THE ALL, OUT OF HIS LABORING FOR THOSE WHO EXIST, HAVING SOWN INTO THEIR THOUGHT THAT THEY MIGHT SEEK AFTER HIM. THE ABUNDANCE OF THEIR [...] CONSISTS IN THE FACT THAT THEY UNDERSTAND THAT HE EXISTS, AND IN THE FACT THAT THEY ASK WHAT IT IS THAT WAS EXISTING. THIS ONE WAS GIVEN TO THEM FOR ENJOYMENT AND NOURISHMENT AND JOY AND AN ABUNDANCE OF ILLUMINATION, WHICH CONSISTS IN HIS FELLOW LABORING, HIS KNOWLEDGE AND HIS MINGLING WITH THEM, THAT IS, THE ONE WHO IS CALLED AND IS, IN FACT, THE SON, SINCE HE IS THE TOTALITIES AND THE ONE OF WHOM THEY KNOW BOTH WHO HE IS AND THAT IT IS HE WHO CLOTHES. THIS IS THE ONE WHO IS CALLED "SON" AND THE ONE OF WHOM THEY UNDERSTAND THAT HE EXISTS AND THEY WERE SEEKING AFTER HIM. THIS IS THE ONE WHO EXISTS AS FATHER AND (AS) THE ONE ABOUT WHOM THEY CANNOT SPEAK, AND THE ONE OF WHOM THEY DO NOT CONCEIVE. THIS IS THE ONE WHO FIRST CAME INTO BEING. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANYONE TO CONCEIVE OF HIM OR THINK OF HIM. OR CAN ANYONE APPROACH THERE, TOWARD THE EXALTED ONE, TOWARD THE PREEXISTENT IN THE PROPER SENSE? BUT ALL THE NAMES CONCEIVED OR SPOKEN ABOUT HIM ARE PRESENTED IN HONOR, AS A TRACE OF HIM, ACCORDING TO THE ABILITY OF EACH ONE OF THOSE WHO GLORIFY HIM. NOW HE WHO AROSE FROM HIM WHEN HE STRETCHED HIMSELF OUT FOR BEGETTING AND FOR KNOWLEDGE ON THE PART OF THE TOTALITIES, HE [...] ALL OF THE NAMES, WITHOUT FALSIFICATION, AND HE IS, IN THE PROPER SENSE, THE SOLE FIRST ONE, THE MAN OF THE FATHER, THAT IS, THE ONE WHOM I CALL THE FORM OF THE FORMLESS, THE BODY OF THE BODILESS, THE FACE OF THE INVISIBLE, THE WORD OF THE UNUTTERABLE, THE MIND OF THE INCONCEIVABLE, THE FOUNTAIN WHICH FLOWED FROM HIM, THE ROOT OF THOSE WHO ARE PLANTED, AND THE GOD OF THOSE WHO EXIST, THE LIGHT OF THOSE WHOM HE ILLUMINES, THE LOVE OF THOSE WHOM HE LOVED, THE PROVIDENCE OF THOSE FOR WHOM HE PROVIDENTIALLY CARES, THE WISDOM OF THOSE WHOM HE MADE WISE, THE POWER OF THOSE TO WHOM HE GIVES POWER, THE ASSEMBLY OF THOSE WHOM HE ASSEMBLES TO HIM, THE REVELATION OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE SOUGHT AFTER, THE EYE OF THOSE WHO SEE, THE BREATH OF THOSE WHO BREATHE, THE LIFE OF THOSE WHO LIVE, THE UNITY OF THOSE WHO ARE MIXED WITH THE TOTALITIES. ALL OF THEM EXIST IN THE SINGLE ONE, AS HE CLOTHES HIMSELF COMPLETELY AND BY HIS SINGLE NAME HE IS NEVER CALLED. AND IN THIS UNIQUE WAY THEY ARE EQUALLY THE SINGLE ONE AND THE TOTALITIES. HE IS NEITHER DIVIDED AS A BODY, NOR IS HE SEPARATED INTO THE NAMES WHICH HE HAS RECEIVED, (SO THAT) HE IS ONE THING IN THIS WAY AND ANOTHER IN ANOTHER WAY. ALSO, NEITHER DOES HE CHANGE IN [...], NOR DOES HE TURN INTO THE NAMES WHICH HE THINKS OF, AND BECOME NOW THIS, NOW SOMETHING ELSE, THIS THING NOW BEING ONE THING AND, AT ANOTHER TIME, SOMETHING ELSE, BUT RATHER HE IS WHOLLY HIMSELF TO THE UTTERMOST. HE IS EACH AND EVERY ONE OF THE TOTALITIES FOREVER AT THE SAME TIME. HE IS WHAT ALL OF THEM ARE. HE BROUGHT THE FATHER TO THE TOTALITIES. HE ALSO IS THE TOTALITIES, FOR HE IS THE ONE WHO IS KNOWLEDGE FOR HIMSELF AND HE IS EACH ONE OF THE PROPERTIES. HE HAS THE POWERS AND HE IS BEYOND ALL THAT WHICH HE KNOWS, WHILE SEEING HIMSELF IN HIMSELF COMPLETELY AND HAVING A SON AND FORM. THEREFORE, HIS POWERS AND PROPERTIES ARE INNUMERABLE AND INAUDIBLE, BECAUSE OF THE BEGETTING BY WHICH HE BEGETS THEM. INNUMERABLE AND INDIVISIBLE ARE THE BEGETTINGS OF HIS WORDS, AND HIS COMMANDS AND HIS TOTALITIES. HE KNOWS THEM, WHICH THINGS HE HIMSELF IS, SINCE THEY ARE IN THE SINGLE NAME, AND ARE ALL SPEAKING IN IT. AND HE BRINGS (THEM) FORTH, IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT BE DISCOVERED THAT THEY EXIST ACCORDING TO THEIR INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES IN A UNIFIED WAY. AND HE DID NOT REVEAL THE MULTITUDE TO THE TOTALITIES AT ONCE NOR DID HE REVEAL HIS EQUALITY TO THOSE WHO HAD COME FORTH FROM HIM.  
5. AEONIC LIFE  
ALL THOSE WHO CAME FORTH FROM HIM <WHO> ARE THE AEONS OF THE AEONS, BEING EMANATIONS AND OFFSPRING OF <HIS> PROCREATIVE NATURE, THEY TOO, IN THEIR PROCREATIVE NATURE, HAVE <GIVEN> GLORY TO THE FATHER, AS HE WAS THE CAUSE OF THEIR ESTABLISHMENT. THIS IS WHAT WE SAID PREVIOUSLY, NAMELY THAT HE CREATES THE AEONS AS ROOTS AND SPRINGS AND FATHERS, AND THAT HE IS THE ONE TO WHOM THEY GIVE GLORY. THEY HAVE BEGOTTEN, FOR HE HAS KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM AND THE TOTALITIES KNEW THAT IT IS FROM KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM THAT THEY HAVE COME FORTH. THEY WOULD HAVE BROUGHT FORTH A SEEMING HONOR: "THE FATHER IS THE ONE WHO IS THE TOTALITIES," IF THE AEONS HAD RISEN UP TO GIVE HONOR INDIVIDUALLY. THEREFORE, IN THE SONG OF GLORIFICATION AND IN THE POWER OF THE UNITY OF HIM FROM WHOM THEY HAVE COME, THEY WERE DRAWN INTO A MINGLING AND A COMBINATION AND A UNITY WITH ONE ANOTHER. THEY OFFERED GLORY WORTHY OF THE FATHER FROM THE PLEROMATIC CONGREGATION, WHICH IS A SINGLE REPRESENTATION ALTHOUGH MANY, BECAUSE IT WAS BROUGHT FORTH AS A GLORY FOR THE SINGLE ONE AND BECAUSE THEY CAME FORTH TOWARD THE ONE WHO IS HIMSELF THE TOTALITIES. NOW, THIS WAS A PRAISE [...] THE ONE WHO BROUGHT FORTH THE TOTALITIES, BEING A FIRST-FRUIT OF THE IMMORTALS AND AN ETERNAL ONE, BECAUSE, HAVING COME FORTH FROM THE LIVING AEONS, BEING PERFECT AND FULL BECAUSE OF THE ONE WHO IS PERFECT AND FULL, IT LEFT FULL AND PERFECT THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN GLORY IN A PERFECT WAY BECAUSE OF THE FELLOWSHIP. FOR, LIKE THE FAULTLESS FATHER, WHEN HE IS GLORIFIED, HE ALSO HEARS THE GLORY WHICH GLORIFIES HIM, SO AS TO MAKE THEM MANIFEST AS THAT WHICH HE IS. THE CAUSE OF THE SECOND HONOR WHICH ACCRUED TO THEM IS THAT WHICH WAS RETURNED TO THEM FROM THE FATHER WHEN THEY HAD KNOWN THE GRACE BY WHICH THEY BORE FRUIT WITH ONE ANOTHER BECAUSE OF THE FATHER. AS A RESULT, JUST AS THEY <WERE> BROUGHT FORTH IN GLORY FOR THE FATHER, SO TOO IN ORDER TO APPEAR PERFECT, THEY APPEARED ACTING BY GIVING GLORY. THEY WERE FATHERS OF THE THIRD GLORY ACCORDING TO THE INDEPENDENCE AND THE POWER WHICH WAS BEGOTTEN WITH THEM, SINCE EACH ONE OF THEM INDIVIDUALLY DOES NOT EXIST SO AS TO GIVE GLORY IN A UNITARY WAY TO HIM WHOM HE LOVES. THEY ARE THE FIRST AND THE SECOND AND THUS BOTH OF THEM ARE PERFECT AND FULL, FOR THEY ARE MANIFESTATIONS OF THE FATHER WHO IS PERFECT AND FULL, AS WELL AS OF THOSE WHO CAME FORTH, WHO ARE PERFECT BY THE FACT THAT THEY GLORIFY THE PERFECT ONE. THE FRUIT OF THE THIRD, HOWEVER, CONSISTS OF HONORS OF THE WILL OF EACH ONE OF THE AEONS, AND EACH ONE OF THE PROPERTIES. THE FATHER HAS POWER. IT EXISTS FULLY, PERFECT IN THE THOUGHT WHICH IS A PRODUCT OF AGREEMENT, SINCE IT IS A PRODUCT OF THE INDIVIDUALITY OF THE AEONS. IT IS THIS WHICH HE LOVES AND OVER WHICH HE HAS POWER, AS IT GIVES GLORY TO THE FATHER BY MEANS OF IT. FOR THIS REASON, THEY ARE MINDS OF MINDS, WHICH ARE FOUND TO BE WORDS OF WORDS, ELDERS OF ELDERS, DEGREES OF DEGREES, WHICH ARE EXALTED ABOVE ONE ANOTHER. EACH ONE OF THOSE WHO GIVE GLORY HAS HIS PLACE AND HIS EXALTATION AND HIS DWELLING AND HIS REST, WHICH CONSISTS OF THE GLORY WHICH HE BRINGS FORTH. ALL THOSE WHO GLORIFY THE FATHER HAVE THEIR BEGETTING ETERNALLY, - THEY BEGET IN THE ACT OF ASSISTING ONE ANOTHER - SINCE THE EMANATIONS ARE LIMITLESS AND IMMEASURABLE AND SINCE THERE IS NO ENVY ON THE PART OF THE FATHER TOWARD THOSE WHO CAME FORTH FROM HIM IN REGARD TO THEIR BEGETTING SOMETHING EQUAL OR SIMILAR TO HIM, SINCE HE IS THE ONE WHO EXISTS IN THE TOTALITIES, BEGETTING AND REVEALING HIMSELF. WHOMEVER HE WISHES, HE MAKES INTO A FATHER, OF WHOM HE IN FACT IS FATHER, AND A GOD, OF WHOM HE IN FACT IS GOD, AND HE MAKES THEM THE TOTALITIES, WHOSE ENTIRETY HE IS. IN THE PROPER SENSE ALL THE NAMES WHICH ARE GREAT ARE KEPT THERE, THESE (NAMES) WHICH THE ANGELS SHARE, WHO HAVE COME INTO BEING IN THE COSMOS ALONG WITH THE ARCHONS, ALTHOUGH THEY DO NOT HAVE ANY RESEMBLANCE TO THE ETERNAL BEINGS. THE ENTIRE SYSTEM OF THE AEONS HAS A LOVE AND A LONGING FOR THE PERFECT, COMPLETE DISCOVERY OF THE FATHER AND THIS IS THEIR UNIMPEDED AGREEMENT. THOUGH THE FATHER REVEALS HIMSELF ETERNALLY, HE DID NOT WISH THAT THEY SHOULD KNOW HIM, SINCE HE GRANTS THAT HE BE CONCEIVED OF IN SUCH A WAY AS TO BE SOUGHT FOR, WHILE KEEPING TO HIMSELF HIS UNSEARCHABLE PRIMORDIAL BEING. IT IS HE, THE FATHER, WHO GAVE ROOT IMPULSES TO THE AEONS, SINCE THEY ARE PLACES ON THE PATH WHICH LEADS TOWARD HIM, AS TOWARD A SCHOOL OF BEHAVIOR. HE HAS EXTENDED TO THEM FAITH IN AND PRAYER TO HIM WHOM THEY DO NOT SEE; AND A FIRM HOPE IN HIM OF WHOM THEY DO NOT CONCEIVE; AND A FRUITFUL LOVE, WHICH LOOKS TOWARD THAT WHICH IT DOES NOT SEE; AND AN ACCEPTABLE UNDERSTANDING OF THE ETERNAL MIND; AND A BLESSING, WHICH IS RICHES AND FREEDOM; AND A WISDOM OF THE ONE WHO DESIRES THE GLORY OF THE FATHER FOR <HIS> THOUGHT. IT IS BY VIRTUE OF HIS WILL THAT THE FATHER, THE ONE WHO IS EXALTED, IS KNOWN, THAT IS, (BY VIRTUE OF) THE SPIRIT WHICH BREATHES IN THE TOTALITIES AND IT GIVES THEM AN IDEA OF SEEKING AFTER THE UNKNOWN ONE, JUST AS ONE IS DRAWN BY A PLEASANT AROMA TO SEARCH FOR THE THING FROM WHICH THE AROMA ARISES, SINCE THE AROMA OF THE FATHER SURPASSES THESE ORDINARY ONES. FOR HIS SWEETNESS LEAVES THE AEONS IN INEFFABLE PLEASURE AND IT GIVES THEM THEIR IDEA OF MINGLING WITH HIM WHO WANTS THEM TO KNOW HIM IN A UNITED WAY AND TO ASSIST ONE ANOTHER IN THE SPIRIT WHICH IS SOWN WITHIN THEM. THOUGH EXISTING UNDER A GREAT WEIGHT, THEY ARE RENEWED IN AN INEXPRESSIBLE WAY, SINCE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO BE SEPARATED FROM THAT IN WHICH THEY ARE SET IN AN UNCOMPREHENDING WAY, BECAUSE THEY WILL NOT SPEAK, BEING SILENT ABOUT THE FATHER'S GLORY, ABOUT THE ONE WHO HAS POWER TO SPEAK, AND YET THEY WILL TAKE FORM FROM HIM. HE REVEALED HIMSELF, THOUGH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SPEAK OF HIM. THEY HAVE HIM, HIDDEN IN A THOUGHT, SINCE FROM THIS ONE [...]. THEY ARE SILENT ABOUT THE WAY THE FATHER IS IN HIS FORM AND HIS NATURE AND HIS GREATNESS, WHILE THE AEONS HAVE BECOME WORTHY OF KNOWING THROUGH HIS SPIRIT THAT HE IS UNNAMEABLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE. IT IS THROUGH HIS SPIRIT, WHICH IS THE TRACE OF THE SEARCH FOR HIM, THAT HE PROVIDES THEM THE ABILITY TO CONCEIVE OF HIM AND TO SPEAK ABOUT HIM. EACH ONE OF THE AEONS IS A NAME, <THAT IS>, EACH OF THE PROPERTIES AND POWERS OF THE FATHER, SINCE HE EXISTS IN MANY NAMES, WHICH ARE INTERMINGLED AND HARMONIOUS WITH ONE ANOTHER. IT IS POSSIBLE TO SPEAK OF HIM BECAUSE OF THE WEALTH OF SPEECH, JUST AS THE FATHER IS A SINGLE NAME, BECAUSE HE IS A UNITY, YET IS INNUMERABLE IN HIS PROPERTIES AND NAMES. THE EMANATION OF THE TOTALITIES, WHICH EXIST FROM THE ONE WHO EXISTS, DID NOT OCCUR ACCORDING TO A SEPARATION FROM ONE ANOTHER, AS SOMETHING CAST OFF FROM THE ONE WHO BEGETS THEM. RATHER, THEIR BEGETTING IS LIKE A PROCESS OF EXTENSION, AS THE FATHER EXTENDS HIMSELF TO THOSE WHOM HE LOVES, SO THAT THOSE WHO HAVE COME FORTH FROM HIM MIGHT BECOME HIM AS WELL. JUST AS THE PRESENT AEON, THOUGH A UNITY, IS DIVIDED BY UNITS OF TIME AND UNITS OF TIME ARE DIVIDED INTO YEARS AND YEARS ARE DIVIDED INTO SEASONS AND SEASONS INTO MONTHS, AND MONTHS INTO DAYS, AND DAYS INTO HOURS, AND HOURS INTO MOMENTS, SO TOO THE AEON OF THE TRUTH, SINCE IT IS A UNITY AND MULTIPLICITY, RECEIVES HONOR IN THE SMALL AND THE GREAT NAMES ACCORDING TO THE POWER OF EACH TO GRASP IT - BY WAY OF ANALOGY - LIKE A SPRING WHICH IS WHAT IT IS, YET FLOWS INTO STREAMS AND LAKES AND CANALS AND BRANCHES, OR LIKE A ROOT SPREAD OUT BENEATH TREES AND BRANCHES WITH ITS FRUIT, OR LIKE A HUMAN BODY, WHICH IS PARTITIONED IN AN INDIVISIBLE WAY INTO MEMBERS OF MEMBERS, PRIMARY MEMBERS AND SECONDARY, GREAT AND SMALL.  
6. THE IMPERFECT BEGETTING BY THE LOGOS  
THE AEONS HAVE BROUGHT THEMSELVES FORTH IN ACCORD WITH THE THIRD FRUIT BY THE FREEDOM OF THE WILL AND BY THE WISDOM WITH WHICH HE FAVORED THEM FOR THEIR THOUGHT. THEY DO NOT WISH TO GIVE HONOR WITH THAT WHICH IS FROM AN AGREEMENT, THOUGH IT WAS PRODUCED FOR WORDS OF PRAISE FOR EACH OF THE PLEROMAS. NOR DO THEY WISH TO GIVE HONOR WITH THE TOTALITY. NOR DO THEY WISH (TO DO SO) WITH ANYONE ELSE WHO WAS ORIGINALLY ABOVE THE DEPTH OF THAT ONE, OR (ABOVE) HIS PLACE, EXCEPT, HOWEVER, FOR THE ONE WHO EXISTS IN AN EXALTED NAME AND IN THE EXALTED PLACE, AND ONLY IF HE RECEIVES FROM THE ONE WHO WISHED (TO GIVE HONOR), AND TAKES IT TO HIM(SELF) FOR THE ONE ABOVE HIM, AND (ONLY IF) HE BEGETS HIM(SELF), SO TO SPEAK, HIMSELF, AND, THROUGH THAT ONE, BEGETS HIM(SELF) ALONG WITH THAT WHICH HE IS, AND HIMSELF BECOMES RENEWED ALONG WITH THE ONE WHO CAME UPON HIM, BY HIS BROTHER, AND SEES HIM AND ENTREATS HIM ABOUT THE MATTER, NAMELY, HE WHO WISHED TO ASCEND TO HIM. SO THAT IT MIGHT BE IN THIS WAY, THE ONE WHO WISHED TO GIVE HONOR DOES NOT SAY ANYTHING TO HIM ABOUT THIS, EXCEPT ONLY THAT THERE IS A LIMIT TO SPEECH SET IN THE PLEROMA, SO THAT THEY ARE SILENT ABOUT THE INCOMPREHENSIBILITY OF THE FATHER, BUT THEY SPEAK ABOUT THE ONE WHO WISHES TO COMPREHEND HIM. IT CAME TO ONE OF THE AEONS THAT HE SHOULD ATTEMPT TO GRASP THE INCOMPREHENSIBILITY AND GIVE GLORY TO IT AND ESPECIALLY TO THE INEFFABILITY OF THE FATHER. SINCE HE IS A LOGOS OF THE UNITY, HE IS ONE, THOUGH HE IS NOT FROM THE AGREEMENT OF THE TOTALITIES, NOR FROM HIM WHO BROUGHT THEM FORTH, NAMELY, THE ONE WHO BROUGHT FORTH THE TOTALITY, THE FATHER. THIS AEON WAS AMONG THOSE TO WHOM WAS GIVEN WISDOM, SO THAT HE COULD BECOME PREEXISTENT IN EACH ONE'S THOUGHT. BY THAT WHICH HE WILLS, WILL THEY BE PRODUCED. THEREFORE, HE RECEIVED A WISE NATURE IN ORDER TO EXAMINE THE HIDDEN BASIS, SINCE HE IS A WISE FRUIT; FOR, THE FREE WILL WHICH WAS BEGOTTEN WITH THE TOTALITIES WAS A CAUSE FOR THIS ONE, SUCH AS TO MAKE HIM DO WHAT HE DESIRED, WITH NO ONE TO RESTRAIN HIM. THE INTENT, THEN, OF THE LOGOS, WHO IS THIS ONE, WAS GOOD. WHEN HE HAD COME FORTH, HE GAVE GLORY TO THE FATHER, EVEN IF IT LED TO SOMETHING BEYOND POSSIBILITY, SINCE HE HAD WANTED TO BRING FORTH ONE WHO IS PERFECT, FROM AN AGREEMENT IN WHICH HE HAD NOT BEEN, AND WITHOUT HAVING THE COMMAND. THIS AEON WAS LAST TO HAVE <BEEN> BROUGHT FORTH BY MUTUAL ASSISTANCE, AND HE WAS SMALL IN MAGNITUDE. AND BEFORE HE BEGOT ANYTHING ELSE FOR THE GLORY OF THE WILL AND IN AGREEMENT WITH THE TOTALITIES, HE ACTED, MAGNANIMOUSLY, FROM AN ABUNDANT LOVE, AND SET OUT TOWARD THAT WHICH SURROUNDS THE PERFECT GLORY, FOR IT WAS NOT WITHOUT THE WILL OF THE FATHER THAT THE LOGOS WAS PRODUCED, WHICH IS TO SAY, NOT WITHOUT IT WILL HE GO FORTH. BUT HE, THE FATHER, HAD BROUGHT HIM FORTH FOR THOSE ABOUT WHOM HE KNEW THAT IT WAS FITTING THAT THEY SHOULD COME INTO BEING. THE FATHER AND THE TOTALITIES DREW AWAY FROM HIM, SO THAT THE LIMIT WHICH THE FATHER HAD SET MIGHT BE ESTABLISHED - FOR IT IS NOT FROM GRASPING THE INCOMPREHENSIBILITY BUT BY THE WILL OF THE FATHER, - AND FURTHERMORE, (THEY WITHDREW) SO THAT THE THINGS WHICH HAVE COME TO BE MIGHT BECOME AN ORGANIZATION WHICH WOULD COME INTO BEING. IF IT WERE TO COME, IT WOULD NOT COME INTO BEING BY THE MANIFESTATION OF THE PLEROMA. THEREFORE, IT IS NOT FITTING TO CRITICIZE THE MOVEMENT WHICH IS THE LOGOS, BUT IT IS FITTING THAT WE SHOULD SAY ABOUT THE MOVEMENT OF THE LOGOS THAT IT IS A CAUSE OF AN ORGANIZATION WHICH HAS BEEN DESTINED TO COME ABOUT. THE LOGOS HIMSELF CAUSED IT TO HAPPEN, BEING COMPLETE AND UNITARY, FOR THE GLORY OF THE FATHER, WHOM HE DESIRED, AND (HE DID SO) BEING CONTENT WITH IT, BUT THOSE WHOM HE WISHED TO TAKE HOLD OF FIRMLY HE BEGOT IN SHADOWS AND COPIES AND LIKENESSES. FOR, HE WAS NOT ABLE TO BEAR THE SIGHT OF THE LIGHT, BUT HE LOOKED INTO THE DEPTH AND HE DOUBTED. OUT OF THIS THERE WAS A DIVISION - HE BECAME DEEPLY TROUBLED - AND A TURNING AWAY BECAUSE OF HIS SELF-DOUBT AND DIVISION, FORGETFULNESS AND IGNORANCE OF HIMSELF AND <OF THAT> WHICH IS. HIS SELF-EXALTATION AND HIS EXPECTATION OF COMPREHENDING THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE BECAME FIRM FOR HIM AND WAS IN HIM. BUT THE SICKNESSES FOLLOWED HIM WHEN HE WENT BEYOND HIMSELF, HAVING COME INTO BEING FROM SELF-DOUBT, NAMELY FROM THE FACT THAT HE DID NOT <REACH THE ATTAINMENT OF> THE GLORIES OF THE FATHER, THE ONE WHOSE EXALTED STATUS IS AMONG THINGS UNLIMITED. THIS ONE DID NOT ATTAIN HIM, FOR HE DID NOT RECEIVE HIM. THE ONE WHOM HE HIMSELF BROUGHT FORTH AS A UNITARY AEON RUSHED UP TO THAT WHICH IS HIS AND THIS KIN OF HIS IN THE PLEROMA ABANDONED HIM WHO CAME TO BE IN THE DEFECT ALONG WITH THOSE WHO HAD COME FORTH FROM HIM IN AN IMAGINARY WAY, SINCE THEY ARE NOT HIS. WHEN HE WHO PRODUCED HIMSELF AS PERFECT ACTUALLY DID BRING HIMSELF FORTH, HE BECAME WEAK LIKE A FEMALE NATURE WHICH HAS ABANDONED ITS VIRILE COUNTERPART. FROM THAT WHICH WAS DEFICIENT IN ITSELF THERE CAME THOSE THINGS WHICH CAME INTO BEING FROM HIS THOUGHT AND HIS ARROGANCE, BUT FROM THAT WHICH IS PERFECT IN HIM HE LEFT IT AND RAISED HIMSELF UP TO THOSE WHO ARE HIS. HE WAS IN THE PLEROMA AS A REMEMBRANCE FOR HIM SO THAT HE WOULD BE SAVED FROM HIS ARROGANCE. THE ONE WHO RAN ON HIGH AND THE ONE WHO DREW HIM TO HIMSELF WERE NOT BARREN, BUT IN BRINGING FORTH A FRUIT IN THE PLEROMA, THEY UPSET THOSE WHO WERE IN THE DEFECT. LIKE THE PLEROMAS ARE THE THINGS WHICH CAME INTO BEING FROM THE ARROGANT THOUGHT, WHICH ARE THEIR (THE PLEROMAS') LIKENESSES, COPIES, SHADOWS, AND PHANTASMS, LACKING REASON AND THE LIGHT, THESE WHICH BELONG TO THE VAIN THOUGHT, SINCE THEY ARE NOT PRODUCTS OF ANYTHING. THEREFORE, THEIR END WILL BE LIKE THEIR BEGINNING: FROM THAT WHICH DID NOT EXIST (THEY ARE) TO RETURN ONCE AGAIN TO THAT WHICH WILL NOT BE. IT IS THEY, HOWEVER, BY THEMSELVES WHO ARE GREATER, MORE POWERFUL, AND MORE HONORED THAN THE NAMES WHICH ARE GIVEN TO THEM, WHICH ARE THEIR SHADOWS. IN THE MANNER OF A REFLECTION ARE THEY BEAUTIFUL. FOR THE FACE OF THE COPY NORMALLY TAKES ITS BEAUTY FROM THAT OF WHICH IT IS A COPY. THEY THOUGHT OF THEMSELVES THAT THEY ARE BEINGS EXISTING BY THEMSELVES AND ARE WITHOUT A SOURCE, SINCE THEY DO NOT SEE ANYTHING ELSE EXISTING BEFORE THEM. THEREFORE, THEY LIVED IN DISOBEDIENCE AND ACTS OF REBELLION, WITHOUT HAVING HUMBLED THEMSELVES BEFORE THE ONE BECAUSE OF WHOM THEY CAME INTO BEING. THEY WANTED TO COMMAND ONE ANOTHER, OVERCOMING ONE ANOTHER IN THEIR VAIN AMBITION, WHILE THE GLORY WHICH THEY POSSESS CONTAINS A CAUSE OF THE SYSTEM WHICH WAS TO BE. THEY ARE LIKENESSES OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE EXALTED. THEY WERE BROUGHT TO A LUST FOR POWER IN EACH ONE OF THEM, ACCORDING TO THE GREATNESS OF THE NAME OF WHICH EACH IS A SHADOW, EACH ONE IMAGINING THAT IT IS SUPERIOR TO HIS FELLOWS. THE THOUGHT OF THESE OTHERS WAS NOT BARREN, BUT JUST LIKE <THOSE> OF WHICH THEY ARE SHADOWS, ALL THAT THEY THOUGHT ABOUT THEY HAVE AS POTENTIAL SONS; THOSE OF WHOM THEY THOUGHT THEY HAD AS OFFSPRING. THEREFORE, IT HAPPENED THAT MANY OFFSPRING CAME FORTH FROM THEM, AS FIGHTERS, AS WARRIORS, AS TROUBLEMAKERS, AS APOSTATES. THEY ARE DISOBEDIENT BEINGS, LOVERS OF POWER. ALL THE OTHER BEINGS OF THIS SORT WERE BROUGHT FORTH FROM THESE.  
7. THE CONVERSION OF THE LOGOS  
THE LOGOS WAS A CAUSE OF THOSE WHO CAME INTO BEING AND HE CONTINUED ALL THE MORE TO BE AT A LOSS AND HE WAS ASTONISHED. INSTEAD OF PERFECTION, HE SAW A DEFECT; INSTEAD OF UNIFICATION, HE SAW DIVISION; INSTEAD OF STABILITY, HE SAW DISTURBANCES; INSTEAD OF RESTS, TUMULTS. NEITHER WAS IT POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO MAKE THEM CEASE FROM LOVING DISTURBANCE, NOR WAS IT POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO DESTROY IT. HE WAS COMPLETELY POWERLESS, ONCE HIS TOTALITY AND HIS EXALTATION ABANDONED HIM. THOSE WHO HAD COME INTO BEING NOT KNOWING THEMSELVES BOTH DID NOT KNOW THE PLEROMAS FROM WHICH THEY CAME FORTH AND DID NOT KNOW THE ONE WHO WAS THE CAUSE OF THEIR EXISTENCE. THE LOGOS, BEING IN SUCH UNSTABLE CONDITIONS, DID NOT CONTINUE TO BRING FORTH ANYTHING LIKE EMANATIONS, THE THINGS WHICH ARE IN THE PLEROMA, THE GLORIES WHICH EXIST FOR THE HONOR OF THE FATHER. RATHER, HE BROUGHT FORTH LITTLE WEAKLINGS, HINDERED) BY THE ILLNESSES BY WHICH HE TOO WAS HINDERED. IT WAS THE LIKENESS OF THE DISPOSITION WHICH WAS A UNITY, THAT WHICH WAS THE CAUSE OF THE THINGS WHICH DO NOT THEMSELVES EXIST FROM THE FIRST. UNTIL THE ONE WHO BROUGHT FORTH INTO THE DEFECT THESE THINGS WHICH WERE THUS IN NEED, UNTIL HE JUDGED THOSE WHO CAME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF HIM CONTRARY TO REASON - WHICH IS THE JUDGMENT WHICH BECAME A CONDEMNATION - HE STRUGGLED AGAINST THEM UNTO DESTRUCTION, THAT IS, THE ONES WHO STRUGGLED AGAINST THE CONDEMNATION AND WHOM THE WRATH PURSUES, WHILE IT (THE WRATH) ACCEPTS AND REDEEMS (THEM) FROM THEIR (FALSE) OPINION AND APOSTASY, SINCE FROM IT IS THE CONVERSION WHICH IS ALSO CALLED "METANOIA." THE LOGOS TURNED TO ANOTHER OPINION AND ANOTHER THOUGHT. HAVING TURNED AWAY FROM EVIL, HE TURNED TOWARD THE GOOD THINGS. FOLLOWING THE CONVERSION CAME THE THOUGHT OF THE THINGS WHICH EXIST AND THE PRAYER FOR THE ONE WHO CONVERTED HIMSELF TO THE GOOD. THE ONE WHO IS IN THE PLEROMA WAS WHAT HE FIRST PRAYED TO AND REMEMBERED; THEN (HE REMEMBERED) HIS BROTHERS INDIVIDUALLY AND (YET) ALWAYS WITH ONE ANOTHER; THEN ALL OF THEM TOGETHER; BUT BEFORE ALL OF THEM, THE FATHER. THE PRAYER OF THE AGREEMENT WAS A HELP FOR HIM IN HIS OWN RETURN AND (IN THAT OF) THE TOTALITY, FOR A CAUSE OF HIS REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE EXISTED FROM THE FIRST WAS HIS BEING REMEMBERED. THIS IS THE THOUGHT WHICH CALLS OUT FROM AFAR, BRINGING HIM BACK. ALL HIS PRAYER AND REMEMBERING WERE NUMEROUS POWERS ACCORDING TO THAT LIMIT. FOR THERE IS NOTHING BARREN IN HIS THOUGHT. THE POWERS WERE GOOD AND WERE GREATER THAN THOSE OF THE LIKENESS. FOR THOSE BELONGING TO THE LIKENESS ALSO BELONG TO A NATURE OF FALSEHOOD. FROM AN ILLUSION OF SIMILARITY AND A THOUGHT OF ARROGANCE HAS COME ABOUT THAT WHICH THEY BECAME. AND THEY ORIGINATE FROM THE THOUGHT WHICH FIRST KNEW THEM. TO WHAT DO THE FORMER BEINGS PERTAIN? THEY ARE LIKE FORGETFULNESS AND HEAVY SLEEP; BEING LIKE THOSE WHO DREAM TROUBLED DREAMS, TO WHOM SLEEP COMES WHILE THEY - THOSE WHO DREAM - ARE OPPRESSED. THE OTHERS ARE LIKE SOME CREATURES OF LIGHT FOR HIM, LOOKING FOR THE RISING OF THE SUN, SINCE IT HAPPENED THAT THEY SAW IN HIM DREAMS WHICH ARE TRULY SWEET. IT IMMEDIATELY PUT A STOP TO THE EMANATIONS OF THE THOUGHT. THEY DID NOT ANY LONGER HAVE THEIR SUBSTANCE AND ALSO, THEY DID NOT HAVE HONOR ANY LONGER. THOUGH HE IS NOT EQUAL TO THOSE WHO PRE-EXISTED, IF THEY WERE SUPERIOR TO THE LIKENESSES, IT WAS HE ALONE THROUGH WHOM THEY WERE MORE EXALTED THAN THOSE, FOR THEY ARE NOT FROM A GOOD INTENT. IT WAS NOT FROM THE SICKNESS WHICH CAME INTO BEING THAT THEY WERE PRODUCED, FROM WHICH IS THE GOOD INTENT, BUT (FROM) THE ONE WHO SOUGHT AFTER THE PRE-EXISTENT. ONCE HE HAD PRAYED, HE BOTH RAISED HIMSELF TO THE GOOD AND SOWED IN THEM A PRE-DISPOSITION TO SEEK AND PRAY TO THE GLORIOUS PRE-EXISTENT ONE, AND HE SOWED IN THEM A THOUGHT ABOUT HIM AND AN IDEA, SO THAT THEY SHOULD THINK THAT SOMETHING GREATER THAN THEMSELVES EXISTS PRIOR TO THEM, ALTHOUGH THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT IT WAS. BEGETTING HARMONY AND MUTUAL LOVE THROUGH THAT THOUGHT, THEY ACTED IN UNITY AND UNANIMITY, SINCE FROM UNITY AND FROM UNANIMITY THEY HAVE RECEIVED THEIR VERY BEING. THEY WERE STRONGER THAN THEM IN THE LUST FOR POWER, FOR THEY WERE MORE HONORED THAN THE FIRST ONES, WHO HAD BEEN RAISED ABOVE THEM. THOSE HAD NOT HUMBLED THEMSELVES. THEY THOUGHT ABOUT THEMSELVES THAT THEY WERE BEINGS ORIGINATING FROM THEMSELVES ALONE AND WERE WITHOUT A SOURCE. AS THEY BROUGHT FORTH AT FIRST ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN BIRTH, THE TWO ORDERS ASSAULTED ONE ANOTHER, FIGHTING FOR COMMAND BECAUSE OF THEIR MANNER OF BEING. AS A RESULT, THEY WERE SUBMERGED IN FORCES AND NATURES IN ACCORD WITH THE CONDITION OF MUTUAL ASSAULT, HAVING LUST FOR POWER AND ALL OTHER THINGS OF THIS SORT. IT IS FROM THESE THAT THE VAIN LOVE OF GLORY DRAWS ALL OF THEM TO THE DESIRE OF THE LUST FOR POWER, WHILE NONE OF THEM HAS THE EXALTED THOUGHT NOR ACKNOWLEDGES IT. THE POWERS OF THIS THOUGHT ARE PREPARED IN THE WORKS OF THE PRE-EXISTENT <ONES>, THOSE OF WHICH THEY ARE THE REPRESENTATIONS. FOR THE ORDER OF THOSE OF THIS SORT HAD MUTUAL HARMONY, BUT IT FOUGHT AGAINST THE ORDER OF THOSE OF THE LIKENESS, WHILE THE ORDER OF THOSE OF THE LIKENESS WAGES WAR AGAINST THE REPRESENTATIONS AND ACTS AGAINST IT ALONE, BECAUSE OF ITS WRATH. FROM THIS IT [...] THEM [...] ONE ANOTHER, MANY [...] NECESSITY APPOINTED THEM [...] AND MIGHT PREVAIL [...] WAS NOT A MULTITUDE, [...] AND THEIR ENVY AND THEIR [...] AND THEIR WRATH AND VIOLENCE AND DESIRE AND PREVAILING IGNORANCE PRODUCE EMPTY MATTERS AND POWERS OF VARIOUS SORTS, MIXED IN GREAT NUMBER WITH ONE ANOTHER; WHILE THE MIND OF THE LOGOS, WHO WAS A CAUSE OF THEIR BEGETTING, WAS OPEN TO A REVELATION OF THE HOPE WHICH WOULD COME TO HIM FROM ABOVE.  
8. THE EMANATION OF THE SAVIOR  
THE LOGOS WHICH MOVED HAD THE HOPE AND THE EXPECTATION OF HIM WHO IS EXALTED. AS FOR THOSE OF THE SHADOW, HE SEPARATED HIMSELF FROM THEM IN EVERY WAY, SINCE THEY FIGHT AGAINST HIM AND ARE NOT AT ALL HUMBLE BEFORE HIM. HE WAS CONTENT WITH THE BEINGS OF THE THOUGHT. AND AS FOR THE ONE WHO IS SET UP IN THIS WAY AND WHO IS WITHIN THE EXALTED BOUNDARY, REMEMBERING THE ONE WHO IS DEFECTIVE, THE LOGOS BROUGHT HIM FORTH IN AN INVISIBLE WAY, AMONG THOSE WHO CAME INTO BEING ACCORDING TO THE THOUGHT, ACCORDING TO THE ONE WHO WAS WITH THEM, UNTIL THE LIGHT SHONE UPON HIM FROM ABOVE AS A LIFEGIVER, THE ONE WHO WAS BEGOTTEN BY THE THOUGHT OF BROTHERLY LOVE OF THE PRE-EXISTENT PLEROMAS. THE STUMBLING, WHICH HAPPENED TO THE AEONS OF THE FATHER OF THE TOTALITIES WHO DID NOT SUFFER, WAS BROUGHT TO THEM, AS IF IT WERE THEIR OWN, IN A CAREFUL AND NON-MALICIOUS AND IMMENSELY SWEET WAY. IT WAS BROUGHT TO THE TOTALITIES SO THAT THEY MIGHT BE INSTRUCTED ABOUT THE DEFECT BY THE SINGLE ONE, FROM WHOM ALONE THEY ALL RECEIVED STRENGTH TO ELIMINATE THE DEFECTS. THE ORDER WHICH WAS HIS CAME INTO BEING FROM HIM WHO RAN ON HIGH AND THAT WHICH BROUGHT ITSELF FORTH FROM HIM AND FROM THE ENTIRE PERFECTION. THE ONE WHO RAN ON HIGH BECAME FOR THE ONE WHO WAS DEFECTIVE AN INTERCESSOR WITH THE EMANATION OF THE AEONS WHICH HAD COME INTO BEING IN ACCORD WITH THE THINGS WHICH EXIST. WHEN HE PRAYED TO THEM, THEY CONSENTED JOYOUSLY AND WILLINGLY, SINCE THEY WERE IN AGREEMENT, AND WITH HARMONIOUS CONSENT, TO AID THE DEFECTIVE ONE. THEY GATHERED TOGETHER, ASKING THE FATHER WITH BENEFICENT INTENT THAT THERE BE AID FROM ABOVE, FROM THE FATHER, FOR HIS GLORY, SINCE THE DEFECTIVE ONE COULD NOT BECOME PERFECT IN ANY OTHER WAY, UNLESS IT WAS THE WILL OF THE PLEROMA OF THE FATHER, WHICH HE HAD DRAWN TO HIMSELF, REVEALED, AND GIVEN TO THE DEFECTIVE ONE. THEN FROM THE HARMONY, IN A JOYOUS WILLINGNESS WHICH HAD COME INTO BEING, THEY BROUGHT FORTH THE FRUIT, WHICH WAS A BEGETTING FROM THE HARMONY, A UNITY, A POSSESSION OF THE TOTALITIES, REVEALING THE COUNTENANCE OF THE FATHER, OF WHOM THE AEONS THOUGHT AS THEY GAVE GLORY AND PRAYED FOR HELP FOR THEIR BROTHER WITH A WISH IN WHICH THE FATHER COUNTED HIMSELF WITH THEM. THUS, IT WAS WILLINGLY AND GLADLY THAT THEY BRING FORTH THE FRUIT. AND HE MADE MANIFEST THE AGREEMENT OF THE REVELATION OF HIS UNION WITH THEM, WHICH IS HIS BELOVED SON. BUT THE SON IN WHOM THE TOTALITIES ARE PLEASED PUT HIMSELF ON THEM AS A GARMENT, THROUGH WHICH HE GAVE PERFECTION TO THE DEFECTIVE ONE, AND GAVE CONFIRMATION TO THOSE WHO ARE PERFECT, THE ONE WHO IS PROPERLY CALLED "SAVIOR" AND "THE REDEEMER" AND "THE WELL-PLEASING ONE" AND "THE BELOVED," "THE ONE TO WHOM PRAYERS HAVE BEEN OFFERED" AND "THE CHRIST" AND "THE LIGHT OF THOSE APPOINTED," IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ONES FROM WHOM HE WAS BROUGHT FORTH, SINCE HE HAS BECOME THE NAMES OF THE POSITIONS WHICH WERE GIVEN TO HIM. YET, WHAT OTHER NAME MAY BE APPLIED TO HIM EXCEPT "THE SON," AS WE PREVIOUSLY SAID, SINCE HE IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER, WHOM HE WANTED THEM TO KNOW? NOT ONLY DID THE AEONS GENERATE THE COUNTENANCE OF THE FATHER TO WHOM THEY GAVE PRAISE, WHICH WAS WRITTEN PREVIOUSLY, BUT ALSO, THEY GENERATED THEIR OWN; FOR THE AEONS WHO GIVE GLORY GENERATED THEIR COUNTENANCE AND THEIR FACE. THEY WERE PRODUCED AS AN ARMY FOR HIM, AS FOR A KING, SINCE THE BEINGS OF THE THOUGHT HAVE A POWERFUL FELLOWSHIP AND AN INTERMINGLED HARMONY. THEY CAME FORTH IN A MULTIFACETED FORM, IN ORDER THAT THE ONE TO WHOM HELP WAS TO BE GIVEN MIGHT SEE THOSE TO WHOM HE HAD PRAYED FOR HELP. HE ALSO SEES THE ONE WHO GAVE IT TO HIM. THE FRUIT OF THE AGREEMENT WITH HIM, OF WHICH WE PREVIOUSLY SPOKE, IS SUBJECT TO THE POWER OF THE TOTALITIES. FOR THE FATHER HAS SET THE TOTALITIES WITHIN HIM, BOTH THE ONES WHICH PRE-EXIST AND THE ONES WHICH ARE, AND THE ONES WHICH WILL BE. HE WAS CAPABLE (OF DOING IT). HE REVEALED THOSE WHICH HE HAD PLACED WITHIN HIM. HE DID NOT GIVE THEM, WHEN HE ENTRUSTED THEM TO HIM. HE DIRECTED THE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNIVERSE ACCORDING TO THE AUTHORITY WHICH WAS GIVEN HIM FROM THE FIRST AND (ACCORDING TO) THE POWER OF THE TASK. THUS, HE BEGAN AND AFFECTED HIS REVELATION. THE ONE IN WHOM THE FATHER IS AND THE ONE IN WHOM THE TOTALITIES ARE <WAS> CREATED BEFORE THE ONE WHO LACKED SIGHT. HE INSTRUCTED HIM ABOUT THOSE WHO SEARCHED FOR THEIR SIGHT, BY MEANS OF THE SHINING OF THAT PERFECT LIGHT. HE FIRST PERFECTED HIM IN INEFFABLE JOY. HE PERFECTED HIM FOR HIMSELF AS A PERFECT ONE AND HE ALSO GAVE HIM WHAT IS APPROPRIATE TO EACH INDIVIDUAL. FOR THIS IS THE DETERMINATION OF THE FIRST JOY. AND <HE> SOWED IN HIM IN AN INVISIBLE WAY A WORD WHICH IS DESTINED TO BE KNOWLEDGE. AND HE GAVE HIM POWER TO SEPARATE AND CAST OUT FROM HIMSELF THOSE WHO ARE DISOBEDIENT TO HIM. THUS, HE MADE HIMSELF MANIFEST TO HIM. BUT TO THOSE WHO CAME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF HIM HE REVEALED A FORM SURPASSING THEM. THEY ACTED IN A HOSTILE WAY TOWARD ONE ANOTHER. SUDDENLY HE REVEALED HIMSELF TO THEM, APPROACHING THEM IN THE FORM OF LIGHTNING. AND IN PUTTING AN END TO THE ENTANGLEMENT WHICH THEY HAVE WITH ONE ANOTHER HE STOPPED IT BY THE SUDDEN REVELATION, WHICH THEY WERE NOT INFORMED ABOUT, DID NOT EXPECT, AND DID NOT KNOW OF. BECAUSE OF THIS, THEY WERE AFRAID AND FELL DOWN, SINCE THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO BEAR THE APPEARANCE OF THE LIGHT WHICH STRUCK THEM. THE ONE WHO APPEARED WAS AN ASSAULT FOR THE TWO ORDERS. JUST AS THE BEINGS OF THOUGHT HAD BEEN GIVEN THE NAME "LITTLE ONE," SO THEY HAVE A FAINT NOTION THAT THEY HAVE THE EXALTED ONE, HE EXISTS BEFORE THEM, AND THEY HAVE SOWN WITHIN THEM AN ATTITUDE OF AMAZEMENT AT THE EXALTED ONE WHO WILL BECOME MANIFEST. THEREFORE, THEY WELCOMED HIS REVELATION AND THEY WORSHIPPED HIM. THEY BECAME CONVINCED WITNESSES TO <HIM>. THEY ACKNOWLEDGED THE LIGHT WHICH HAD COME INTO BEING AS ONE STRONGER THAN THOSE WHO FOUGHT AGAINST THEM. THE BEINGS OF THE LIKENESS, HOWEVER, WERE EXCEEDINGLY AFRAID, SINCE THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO HEAR ABOUT HIM IN THE BEGINNING, THAT THERE IS A VISION OF THIS SORT. THEREFORE, THEY FELL DOWN TO THE PIT OF IGNORANCE WHICH IS CALLED "THE OUTER DARKNESS," AND "CHAOS" AND "HADES" AND "THE ABYSS." HE SET UP WHAT WAS BENEATH THE ORDER OF THE BEINGS OF THOUGHT, AS IT WAS STRONGER THAN THEY. THEY WERE WORTHY OF RULING OVER THE UNSPEAKABLE DARKNESS, SINCE IT IS THEIRS AND IS THE LOT WHICH WAS ASSIGNED TO THEM. HE GRANTED THEM THAT THEY, TOO, SHOULD BE OF USE FOR THE ORGANIZATION WHICH WAS TO COME, TO WHICH HE HAD ASSIGNED THEM. THERE IS A GREAT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE REVELATION OF THE ONE WHO CAME INTO BEING TO THE ONE WHO WAS DEFECTIVE AND TO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE TO COME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF HIM. FOR HE REVEALED HIMSELF TO HIM WITHIN HIM, SINCE HE IS WITH HIM, IS A FELLOW SUFFERER WITH HIM, GIVES HIM REST LITTLE BY LITTLE, MAKES HIM GROW, LIFTS HIM UP, GIVES HIMSELF TO HIM COMPLETELY FOR ENJOYMENT FROM A VISION. BUT TO THOSE WHO FALL OUTSIDE, HE REVEALED HIMSELF QUICKLY AND IN A STRIKING WAY AND HE WITHDREW TO HIMSELF SUDDENLY WITHOUT HAVING LET THEM SEE HIM.  
9. THE PLEROMA OF THE LOGOS  
WHEN THE LOGOS WHICH WAS DEFECTIVE WAS ILLUMINED, HIS PLEROMA BEGAN. HE ESCAPED THOSE WHO HAD DISTURBED HIM AT FIRST. HE BECAME UNMIXED WITH THEM. HE STRIPPED OFF THAT ARROGANT THOUGHT. HE RECEIVED MINGLING WITH THE REST, WHEN THOSE WHO HAD BEEN DISOBEDIENT TO HIM AT FIRST BENT DOWN AND HUMBLED THEMSELVES BEFORE HIM. AND HE REJOICED OVER THE VISITATION OF HIS BROTHERS WHO HAD VISITED HIM. HE GAVE GLORY AND PRAISE TO THOSE WHO HAD BECOME MANIFEST AS A HELP TO HIM, WHILE HE GAVE THANKS, BECAUSE HE HAD ESCAPED THOSE WHO REVOLTED AGAINST HIM, AND ADMIRED AND HONORED THE GREATNESS AND THOSE WHO HAD APPEARED TO HIM IN A DETERMINED WAY. HE GENERATED MANIFEST IMAGES OF THE LIVING VISAGES, PLEASING AMONG THINGS WHICH ARE GOOD, EXISTING AMONG THE THINGS WHICH EXIST, RESEMBLING THEM IN BEAUTY, BUT UNEQUAL TO THEM IN TRUTH, SINCE THEY ARE NOT FROM AN AGREEMENT WITH HIM, BETWEEN THE ONE WHO BROUGHT THEM FORTH AND THE ONE WHO REVEALED HIMSELF TO HIM. BUT IN WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE HE ACTS, MINGLING THE LOGOS WITH HIM(SELF) ENTIRELY. THEREFORE, THOSE WHICH CAME FORTH FROM HIM ARE GREAT, JUST AS THAT WHICH IS TRULY GREAT. AFTER HE WAS AMAZED AT THE BEAUTY OF THE ONES WHO HAD APPEARED TO HIM, HE PROFESSED GRATITUDE FOR THIS VISITATION. THE LOGOS PERFORMED THIS ACTIVITY, THROUGH THOSE FROM WHOM HE HAD RECEIVED AID, FOR THE STABILITY OF THOSE WHO HAD COME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF HIM AND SO THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE SOMETHING GOOD, SINCE HE THOUGHT TO PRAY FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF ALL THOSE WHO CAME FORTH FROM HIM, WHICH IS STABILIZED, SO THAT IT MIGHT MAKE THEM ESTABLISHED. THEREFORE, THOSE WHOM HE INTENTIONALLY PRODUCED ARE IN CHARIOTS, JUST AS THOSE WHO CAME INTO BEING, THOSE WHO HAVE APPEARED, SO THAT THEY MIGHT PASS THROUGH EVERY PLACE OF THINGS WHICH ARE BELOW, SO THAT EACH ONE MIGHT BE GIVEN THE PLACE WHICH IS CONSTITUTED AS HE IS. THIS IS DESTRUCTION FOR THE BEINGS OF THE LIKENESS, YET IS AN ACT OF BENEFICENCE FOR THE BEINGS OF THE THOUGHT, A REVELATION DITTOGRAPHY OF THOSE WHO ARE FROM THE ORDINANCE, WHICH WAS A UNITY WHILE SUFFERING, WHILE THEY ARE SEEDS, WHICH HAVE NOT COME TO BE BY THEMSELVES. THE ONE WHO APPEARED WAS A COUNTENANCE OF THE FATHER AND OF THE HARMONY. HE WAS A GARMENT (COMPOSED) OF EVERY GRACE, AND FOOD WHICH IS FOR THOSE WHOM THE LOGOS BROUGHT FORTH WHILE PRAYING AND GIVING GLORY AND HONOR. THIS IS THE ONE WHOM HE GLORIFIED AND HONORED WHILE LOOKING TO THOSE TO WHOM HE PRAYED, SO THAT HE MIGHT PERFECT THEM THROUGH THE IMAGES WHICH HE HAD BROUGHT FORTH. THE LOGOS ADDED EVEN MORE TO THEIR MUTUAL ASSISTANCE AND TO THE HOPE OF THE PROMISE, SINCE THEY HAVE JOY AND ABUNDANT REST AND UNDEFILED PLEASURES. HE GENERATED THOSE WHOM HE REMEMBERED AT FIRST, WHEN THEY WERE NOT WITH HIM, (HE GENERATED THEM) HAVING THE PERFECTION. DITTOGRAPHY NOW, WHILE HE WHO BELONGS TO THE VISION IS WITH HIM, HE EXISTS IN HOPE AND FAITH IN THE PERFECT FATHER, AS MUCH AS THE TOTALITIES. HE APPEARS TO HIM BEFORE HE MINGLES WITH HIM, IN ORDER THAT THE THINGS WHICH HAVE COME INTO BEING MIGHT NOT PERISH BY LOOKING UPON THE LIGHT, FOR THEY CANNOT ACCEPT THE GREAT, EXALTED STATURE. THE THOUGHT OF THE LOGOS, WHO HAD RETURNED TO HIS STABILITY AND RULED OVER THOSE WHO HAD COME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF HIM, WAS CALLED "AEON" AND "PLACE" OF ALL THOSE WHOM HE HAD BROUGHT FORTH IN ACCORD WITH THE ORDINANCE, AND IT IS ALSO CALLED "SYNAGOGUE OF SALVATION," BECAUSE HE HEALED HIM(SELF) FROM THE DISPERSAL, WHICH IS THE MULTIFARIOUS THOUGHT, AND RETURNED TO THE SINGLE THOUGHT. SIMILARLY, IT IS CALLED "STOREHOUSE," BECAUSE OF THE REST WHICH HE OBTAINED, GIVING (IT) TO HIMSELF ALONE. AND IT IS ALSO CALLED "BRIDE," BECAUSE OF THE JOY OF THE ONE WHO GAVE HIMSELF TO HIM IN THE HOPE OF FRUIT FROM THE UNION, AND WHO APPEARED TO HIM. IT IS ALSO CALLED "KINGDOM," BECAUSE OF THE STABILITY WHICH HE RECEIVED, WHILE HE REJOICES AT THE DOMINATION OVER THOSE WHO FOUGHT HIM. AND IT IS CALLED "THE JOY OF THE LORD," BECAUSE OF THE GLADNESS IN WHICH HE CLOTHED HIMSELF. WITH HIM IS THE LIGHT, GIVING HIM RECOMPENSE FOR THE GOOD THINGS WHICH ARE IN HIM, AND (WITH HIM IS) THE THOUGHT OF FREEDOM. THE AEON OF WHICH WE PREVIOUSLY SPOKE IS ABOVE THE TWO ORDERS OF THOSE WHO FIGHT AGAINST ONE ANOTHER. IT IS NOT A COMPANION OF THOSE WHO HOLD DOMINION AND IS NOT IMPLICATED IN THE ILLNESSES AND WEAKNESSES, THINGS BELONGING TO THE THOUGHT AND TO THE LIKENESS. THAT IN WHICH THE LOGOS SET HIMSELF, PERFECT IN JOY, WAS AN AEON, HAVING THE FORM OF MATTER, BUT ALSO HAVING THE CONSTITUTION OF THE CAUSE, WHICH IS THE ONE WHO REVEALED HIMSELF. (THE AEON WAS) AN IMAGE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE IN THE PLEROMA, THOSE THINGS WHICH CAME INTO BEING FROM THE ABUNDANCE OF THE ENJOYMENT OF THE ONE WHO EXISTS JOYOUSLY. MOREOVER, THE COUNTENANCE OF THE ONE WHO REVEALED HIMSELF, WAS IN THE SINCERITY AND THE ATTENTIVENESS AND THE PROMISE CONCERNING THE THINGS FOR WHICH HE ASKED. IT HAD THE DESIGNATION OF THE SON AND HIS ESSENCE AND HIS POWER AND HIS FORM, WHO IS THE ONE WHOM HE LOVED AND IN WHOM HE WAS PLEASED, WHO WAS ENTREATED IN A LOVING WAY. IT WAS LIGHT AND WAS A DESIRE TO BE ESTABLISHED AND AN OPENNESS FOR INSTRUCTION AND AN EYE FOR VISION, QUALITIES WHICH IT HAD FROM THE EXALTED ONES. IT WAS ALSO WISDOM FOR HIS THINKING IN OPPOSITION TO THE THINGS BENEATH THE ORGANIZATION. IT WAS ALSO A WORD FOR SPEAKING AND THE PERFECTION OF THE THINGS OF THIS SORT. AND IT IS THESE WHO TOOK FORM WITH HIM, BUT ACCORDING TO THE IMAGE OF THE PLEROMA, HAVING THEIR FATHERS WHO ARE THE ONES WHO GAVE THEM LIFE, EACH ONE BEING A COPY OF EACH ONE OF THE FACES, WHICH ARE FORMS OF MALENESS, SINCE THEY ARE NOT FROM THE ILLNESS WHICH IS FEMALENESS, BUT ARE FROM THIS ONE WHO ALREADY HAS LEFT BEHIND THE SICKNESS. IT HAS THE NAME "THE CHURCH," FOR IN HARMONY THEY RESEMBLE THE HARMONY IN THE ASSEMBLY OF THOSE WHO HAVE REVEALED THEMSELVES. THAT WHICH CAME INTO BEING IN THE IMAGE OF THE LIGHT, IT TOO IS PERFECT, INASMUCH AS IT IS AN IMAGE OF THE ONE EXISTING LIGHT, WHICH IS THE TOTALITIES. EVEN IF IT WAS INFERIOR TO THE ONE OF WHOM IT IS AN IMAGE, NEVERTHELESS IT HAS ITS INDIVISIBILITY, BECAUSE IT IS A COUNTENANCE OF THE INDIVISIBLE LIGHT. THOSE, HOWEVER, WHO CAME INTO BEING IN THE IMAGE OF EACH ONE OF THE AEONS, THEY IN ESSENCE ARE IN THE ONE WHOM WE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED, BUT IN POWER THEY ARE NOT EQUAL, BECAUSE IT (THE POWER) IS IN EACH OF THEM. IN THIS MINGLING WITH ONE ANOTHER THEY HAVE EQUALITY, BUT EACH ONE HAS NOT CAST OFF WHAT IS PECULIAR TO ITSELF. THEREFORE, THEY ARE PASSIONS, FOR PASSION IS SICKNESS, SINCE THEY ARE PRODUCTIONS NOT OF THE AGREEMENT OF THE PLEROMA, BUT OF THIS ONE, PREMATURELY, BEFORE HE RECEIVED THE FATHER. HENCE, THE AGREEMENT WITH HIS TOTALITY AND WILL WAS SOMETHING BENEFICIAL FOR THE ORGANIZATION WHICH WAS TO COME. IT WAS GRANTED THEM TO PASS THROUGH THE PLACES WHICH ARE BELOW, SINCE THE PLACES ARE UNABLE TO ACCOMMODATE THEIR SUDDEN, HASTY COMING, UNLESS (THEY COME) INDIVIDUALLY, ONE BY ONE. THEIR COMING IS NECESSARY, SINCE BY THEM WILL EVERYTHING BE PERFECTED. IN SHORT, THE LOGOS RECEIVED THE VISION OF ALL THINGS, THOSE WHICH PRE-EXIST, AND THOSE WHICH ARE NOW, AND THOSE WHICH WILL BE, SINCE HE HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH THE ORGANIZATION OF ALL THAT WHICH EXISTS. SOME THINGS ARE ALREADY IN THINGS WHICH ARE FIT FOR COMING INTO BEING, BUT THE SEEDS WHICH ARE TO BE HE HAS WITHIN HIMSELF, BECAUSE OF THE PROMISE WHICH BELONGED TO THAT WHICH HE CONCEIVED, AS SOMETHING BELONGING TO SEEDS WHICH ARE TO BE. AND HE PRODUCED HIS OFFSPRING, THAT IS, THE REVELATION OF THAT WHICH HE CONCEIVED. FOR A WHILE, HOWEVER, THE SEED OF PROMISE IS GUARDED, SO THAT THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN APPOINTED FOR A MISSION MIGHT BE APPOINTED BY THE COMING OF THE SAVIOR AND OF THOSE WHO ARE WITH HIM, THE ONES WHO ARE FIRST IN KNOWLEDGE AND GLORY OF THE FATHER. 
10. THE ORGANIZATION  
IT IS FITTING, FROM THE PRAYER WHICH HE MADE AND THE CONVERSION WHICH OCCURRED BECAUSE OF IT, THAT SOME SHOULD PERISH, WHILE OTHERS BENEFIT, AND STILL OTHERS BE SET APART. HE FIRST PREPARED THE PUNISHMENT OF THOSE WHO ARE DISOBEDIENT, MAKING USE OF A POWER OF THE ONE WHO APPEARED, THE ONE FROM WHOM HE RECEIVED AUTHORITY OVER ALL THINGS, SO AS TO BE SEPARATE FROM HIM. HE IS THE ONE WHO IS BELOW, AND HE ALSO KEEPS HIMSELF APART FROM THAT WHICH IS EXALTED, UNTIL HE PREPARES THE ORGANIZATION OF ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE EXTERNAL, AND GIVES TO EACH THE PLACE WHICH IS ASSIGNED TO IT. THE LOGOS ESTABLISHED HIM(SELF) AT FIRST, WHEN HE BEAUTIFIED THE TOTALITIES, AS A BASIC PRINCIPLE AND CAUSE AND RULER OF THE THINGS WHICH CAME TO BE, LIKE THE FATHER, THE ONE WHO WAS THE CAUSE OF THE ESTABLISHMENT, WHICH WAS THE FIRST TO EXIST AFTER HIM. HE CREATED THE PRE-EXISTENT IMAGES, WHICH HE BROUGHT FORTH IN THANKS AND GLORIFICATION. THEN HE BEAUTIFIED THE PLACE OF THOSE WHOM HE HAD BROUGHT FORTH IN GLORY, WHICH IS CALLED "PARADISE" AND "THE ENJOYMENT" AND "THE JOY FULL OF SUSTENANCE" AND "THE JOY," WHICH PRE-EXIST. AND OF EVERY GOODNESS WHICH EXISTS IN THE PLEROMA, IT PRESERVES THE IMAGE. THEN HE BEAUTIFIED THE KINGDOM, LIKE A CITY FILLED WITH EVERYTHING PLEASING, WHICH IS BROTHERLY LOVE AND THE GREAT GENEROSITY, WHICH IS FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRITS AND THE MIGHTY POWERS WHICH GOVERN THEM, WHICH THE LOGOS PRODUCED AND ESTABLISHED IN POWER. THEN (HE BEAUTIFIED) THE PLACE OF THE CHURCH WHICH ASSEMBLES IN THIS PLACE, HAVING THE FORM OF THE CHURCH WHICH EXISTS IN THE AEONS, WHICH GLORIFIES THE FATHER. AFTER THESE (HE BEAUTIFIED) THE PLACE OF THE FAITH AND OBEDIENCE (WHICH ARISES) FROM HOPE, WHICH THINGS THE LOGOS RECEIVED WHEN THE LIGHT APPEARED; THEN (HE BEAUTIFIED THE PLACE OF) THE DISPOSITION, WHICH IS PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION, WHICH WERE FOLLOWED BY FORGIVENESS AND THE WORD CONCERNING THE ONE WHO WOULD APPEAR. ALL THE SPIRITUAL PLACES ARE IN SPIRITUAL POWER. THEY ARE SEPARATE FROM THE BEINGS OF THE THOUGHT, SINCE THE POWER IS ESTABLISHED IN AN IMAGE, WHICH IS THAT WHICH SEPARATES THE PLEROMA FROM THE LOGOS, WHILE THE POWER WHICH IS ACTIVE IN PROPHESYING ABOUT THE THINGS WHICH WILL BE, DIRECTS THE BEINGS OF THE THOUGHT WHICH HAVE COME INTO BEING TOWARD THAT WHICH IS PRE-EXISTENT, AND IT DOES NOT PERMIT THEM TO MIX WITH THE THINGS WHICH HAVE COME INTO BEING THROUGH A VISION OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE WITH HIM. THE BEINGS OF THE THOUGHT WHICH IS OUTSIDE ARE HUMBLE; THEY PRESERVE THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PLEROMATIC, ESPECIALLY BECAUSE OF THE SHARING IN THE NAMES BY WHICH THEY ARE BEAUTIFUL. THE CONVERSION IS HUMBLE TOWARD THE BEINGS OF THE THOUGHT, AND THE LAW, TOO, IS HUMBLE TOWARD THEM, (THE LAW) OF THE JUDGMENT, WHICH IS THE CONDEMNATION AND THE WRATH. ALSO HUMBLE TOWARD THEM IS THE POWER WHICH SEPARATES THOSE WHO FALL BELOW THEM, SENDS THEM FAR OFF AND DOES NOT ALLOW THEM TO SPREAD OUT OVER THE BEINGS OF THE THOUGHT AND THE CONVERSION, WHICH (POWER) CONSISTS IN FEAR AND PERPLEXITY AND FORGETFULNESS AND ASTONISHMENT AND IGNORANCE AND THE THINGS WHICH HAVE COME INTO BEING IN THE MANNER OF A LIKENESS, THROUGH FANTASY. AND THESE THINGS, TOO, WHICH WERE IN FACT LOWLY, ARE GIVEN THE EXALTED NAMES. THERE IS NO KNOWLEDGE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE COME FORTH FROM THEM WITH ARROGANCE AND LUST FOR POWER AND DISOBEDIENCE AND FALSEHOOD. TO EACH ONE HE GAVE A NAME, SINCE THE TWO ORDERS ARE IN A NAME. THOSE BELONGING TO THE THOUGHT AND THOSE OF THE REPRESENTATION ARE CALLED "THE RIGHT ONES" AND "PSYCHIC" AND "THE FIERY ONES" AND "THE MIDDLE ONES." THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE ARROGANT THOUGHT AND THOSE OF THE LIKENESS ARE CALLED "THE LEFT", "HYLIC", "THE DARK ONES," AND "THE LAST." AFTER THE LOGOS ESTABLISHED EACH ONE IN HIS ORDER, BOTH THE IMAGES AND THE REPRESENTATIONS AND THE LIKENESSES, HE KEPT THE AEON OF THE IMAGES PURE FROM ALL THOSE WHO FIGHT AGAINST IT, SINCE IT IS A PLACE OF JOY. HOWEVER, TO THOSE OF THE THOUGHT HE REVEALED THE THOUGHT WHICH HE HAD STRIPPED FROM HIMSELF, DESIRING TO DRAW THEM INTO A MATERIAL UNION, FOR THE SAKE OF THEIR SYSTEM AND DWELLING PLACE, AND IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT ALSO BRING FORTH AN IMPULSE FOR DIMINUTION FROM THEIR ATTRACTION TO EVIL, SO THAT THEY MIGHT NOT ANY MORE REJOICE IN THE GLORY OF THEIR ENVIRONMENT AND BE DISSOLVED, BUT MIGHT RATHER SEE THEIR SICKNESS IN WHICH THEY SUFFER, SO THAT THEY MIGHT BEGET LOVE AND CONTINUOUS SEARCHING AFTER THE ONE WHO IS ABLE TO HEAL THEM OF THE INFERIORITY. ALSO, OVER THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE LIKENESS, HE SET THE WORD OF BEAUTY, SO THAT HE MIGHT BRING THEM INTO A FORM. HE ALSO SET OVER THEM THE LAW OF JUDGMENT. AGAIN, HE SET OVER THEM THE POWERS WHICH THE ROOTS HAD PRODUCED IN THEIR LUST FOR POWER. HE APPOINTED THEM AS RULERS OVER THEM, SO THAT, EITHER BY THE SUPPORT OF THE WORD WHICH IS BEAUTIFUL, OR BY THE THREAT OF THE LAW, OR BY THE POWER OF LUST FOR POWER, THE ORDER MIGHT BE PRESERVED FROM THOSE WHO HAVE REDUCED IT TO EVIL, WHILE THE LOGOS IS PLEASED WITH THEM, SINCE THEY ARE USEFUL FOR THE ORGANIZATION. THE LOGOS KNOWS THE AGREEMENT IN THE LUST FOR POWER OF THE TWO ORDERS. TO THESE AND TO ALL THE OTHERS, HE GRACIOUSLY GRANTED THEIR DESIRE. HE GAVE TO EACH ONE THE APPROPRIATE RANK, AND IT WAS ORDERED THAT EACH ONE BE A RULER OVER A PLACE AND AN ACTIVITY. HE YIELDS TO THE PLACE OF THE ONE MORE EXALTED THAN HIMSELF, IN ORDER TO COMMAND THE OTHER PLACES IN AN ACTIVITY WHICH IS IN THE ALLOTTED ACTIVITY WHICH FALLS TO HIM TO HAVE CONTROL OVER BECAUSE OF HIS MODE OF BEING. AS A RESULT, THERE ARE COMMANDERS AND SUBORDINATES IN POSITIONS OF DOMINATION AND SUBJECTION AMONG THE ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS, WHILE THE ACTIVITIES ARE OF VARIOUS TYPES AND ARE DIFFERENT. EACH ONE OF THE ARCHONS WITH HIS RACE AND HIS PERQUISITES TO WHICH HIS LOT HAS CLAIM, JUST AS THEY APPEARED, EACH WAS ON GUARD, SINCE THEY HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH THE ORGANIZATION AND NONE LACKS A COMMAND AND NONE IS WITHOUT KINGSHIP FROM THE END OF THE HEAVENS TO THE END OF THE EARTH, EVEN TO THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH, AND TO THE PLACES BENEATH THE EARTH. THERE ARE KINGS, THERE ARE LORDS AND THOSE WHO GIVE COMMANDS, SOME FOR ADMINISTERING PUNISHMENT, OTHERS FOR ADMINISTERING JUSTICE, STILL OTHERS FOR GIVING REST AND HEALING, OTHERS FOR TEACHING, OTHERS FOR GUARDING. OVER ALL THE ARCHONS HE APPOINTED AN ARCHON WITH NO ONE COMMANDING HIM. HE IS THE LORD OF ALL OF THEM, THAT IS, THE COUNTENANCE WHICH THE LOGOS BROUGHT FORTH IN HIS THOUGHT AS A REPRESENTATION OF THE FATHER OF THE TOTALITIES. THEREFORE, HE IS ADORNED WITH EVERY <NAME> WHICH <IS> A REPRESENTATION OF HIM, SINCE HE IS CHARACTERIZED BY EVERY PROPERTY AND GLORIOUS QUALITY. FOR HE TOO IS CALLED "FATHER" AND GOD" AND "DEMIURGE" AND "KING" AND "JUDGE" AND "PLACE" AND "DWELLING" AND "LAW." THE LOGOS USES HIM AS A HAND, TO BEAUTIFY AND WORK ON THE THINGS BELOW, AND HE USES HIM AS A MOUTH, TO SAY THE THINGS WHICH WILL BE PROPHESIED. THE THINGS WHICH HE HAS SPOKEN HE DOES. WHEN HE SAW THAT THEY WERE GREAT AND GOOD AND WONDERFUL, HE WAS PLEASED AND REJOICED, AS IF HE HIMSELF IN HIS OWN THOUGHT HAD BEEN THE ONE TO SAY THEM AND DO THEM, NOT KNOWING THAT THE MOVEMENT WITHIN HIM IS FROM THE SPIRIT WHO MOVES HIM IN A DETERMINED WAY TOWARD THOSE THINGS WHICH HE WANTS. IN REGARD TO THE THINGS WHICH CAME INTO BEING FROM HIM, HE SPOKE OF THEM, AND THEY CAME INTO BEING AS A REPRESENTATION OF THE SPIRITUAL PLACES WHICH WE MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY IN THE DISCUSSION ABOUT THE IMAGES. NOT ONLY <DID> HE WORK, BUT ALSO, AS THE ONE WHO IS APPOINTED AS FATHER OF HIS ORGANIZATION, HE ENGENDERED BY HIMSELF AND BY THE SEEDS, YET ALSO BY THE SPIRIT WHICH IS ELECT AND WHICH WILL DESCEND THROUGH HIM TO THE PLACES WHICH ARE BELOW. NOT ONLY DOES HE SPEAK SPIRITUAL WORDS OF HIS OWN, <BUT> IN AN INVISIBLE WAY, (HE SPEAKS) THROUGH THE SPIRIT WHICH CALLS OUT AND BEGETS THINGS GREATER THAN HIS OWN ESSENCE. SINCE IN HIS ESSENCE HE IS A "GOD" AND "FATHER" AND ALL THE REST OF THE HONORIFIC TITLES, HE WAS THINKING THAT THEY WERE ELEMENTS OF HIS OWN ESSENCE. HE ESTABLISHED A REST FOR THOSE WHO OBEY HIM, BUT FOR THOSE WHO DISOBEY HIM, HE ALSO ESTABLISHED PUNISHMENTS. WITH HIM, TOO, THERE IS A PARADISE AND A KINGDOM AND EVERYTHING ELSE WHICH EXISTS IN THE AEON WHICH EXISTS BEFORE HIM. THEY ARE MORE VALUABLE THAN THE IMPRINTS, BECAUSE OF THE THOUGHT WHICH IS CONNECTED WITH THEM, WHICH IS LIKE A SHADOW AND A GARMENT, SO TO SPEAK, BECAUSE HE DOES NOT SEE IN WHAT WAY THE THINGS WHICH EXIST ACTUALLY DO EXIST. HE ESTABLISHED WORKERS AND SERVANTS, ASSISTING IN WHAT HE WILL DO AND WHAT HE WILL SAY, FOR IN EVERY PLACE WHERE HE, WORKED HE LEFT HIS COUNTENANCE IN HIS BEAUTIFUL NAME, EFFECTING AND SPEAKING OF THE THINGS WHICH HE THINKS ABOUT. HE ESTABLISHED IN HIS PLACE IMAGES OF THE LIGHT WHICH APPEARED AND OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE SPIRITUAL, THOUGH THEY WERE OF HIS OWN ESSENCE. FOR, THUS THEY WERE HONORED IN EVERY PLACE BY HIM, BEING PURE, FROM THE COUNTENANCE OF THE ONE WHO APPOINTED THEM, AND THEY WERE ESTABLISHED: PARADISES AND KINGDOMS AND RESTS AND PROMISES AND MULTITUDES OF SERVANTS OF HIS WILL, AND THOUGH THEY ARE LORDS OF DOMINIONS, THEY ARE SET BENEATH THE ONE WHO IS LORD, THE ONE WHO APPOINTED THEM. AFTER HE LISTENED TO HIM IN THIS WAY, PROPERLY, ABOUT THE LIGHTS, WHICH ARE THE SOURCE AND THE SYSTEM, HE SET THEM OVER THE BEAUTY OF THE THINGS BELOW. THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT MOVED HIM IN THIS WAY, SO THAT HE WOULD WISH TO ADMINISTER THROUGH HIS OWN SERVANT, WHOM HE TOO USED, AS A HAND AND AS A MOUTH AND AS IF HE WERE HIS FACE, (AND HIS SERVANT IS) THE THINGS WHICH HE BRINGS, ORDER AND THREAT AND FEAR, IN ORDER THAT THOSE WITH WHOM HE HAS DONE WHAT IS IGNORANT MIGHT DESPISE THE ORDER WHICH WAS GIVEN FOR THEM TO KEEP, SINCE THEY ARE FETTERED IN THE BONDS OF THE ARCHONS, WHICH ARE ON THEM SECURELY. THE WHOLE ESTABLISHMENT OF MATTER IS DIVIDED INTO THREE. THE STRONG POWERS WHICH THE SPIRITUAL LOGOS BROUGHT FORTH FROM FANTASY AND ARROGANCE, HE ESTABLISHED IN THE FIRST SPIRITUAL RANK. THEN THOSE (POWERS) WHICH THESE PRODUCED BY THEIR LUST FOR POWER, HE SET IN THE MIDDLE AREA, SINCE THEY ARE POWERS OF AMBITION, SO THAT THEY MIGHT EXERCISE DOMINION AND GIVE COMMANDS WITH COMPULSION AND FORCE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT WHICH IS BENEATH THEM. THOSE WHICH CAME INTO BEING THROUGH ENVY AND JEALOUSY, AND ALL THE OTHER OFFSPRING FROM DISPOSITIONS OF THIS SORT, HE SET IN A SERVILE ORDER CONTROLLING THE EXTREMITIES, COMMANDING ALL THOSE WHICH EXIST AND ALL (THE REALM OF) GENERATION, FROM WHOM COME RAPIDLY DESTROYING ILLNESSES, WHO EAGERLY DESIRE BEGETTING, WHO ARE SOMETHING IN THE PLACE WHERE THEY ARE FROM AND TO WHICH THEY WILL RETURN. AND THEREFORE, HE APPOINTED OVER THEM AUTHORITATIVE POWERS, ACTING CONTINUOUSLY ON MATTER, IN ORDER THAT THE OFFSPRING OF THOSE WHICH EXIST MIGHT ALSO EXIST CONTINUOUSLY. FOR THIS IS THEIR GLORY.  
PART II
11. THE CREATION OF MATERIAL HUMANITY  
THE MATTER WHICH FLOWS THROUGH ITS FORM (IS) A CAUSE BY WHICH THE INVISIBILITY WHICH EXISTS THROUGH THE POWERS [...] FOR THEM ALL, FOR [...], AS THEY BEGET BEFORE THEM AND DESTROY. THE THOUGHT WHICH IS SET BETWEEN THOSE OF THE RIGHT AND THOSE OF THE LEFT IS A POWER OF BEGETTING. ALL THOSE WHICH THE FIRST ONES WILL WISH TO MAKE, SO TO SPEAK, A PROJECTION OF THEIRS, LIKE A SHADOW CAST FROM AND FOLLOWING A BODY, THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE THE ROOTS OF THE VISIBLE CREATIONS, NAMELY, THE ENTIRE PREPARATION OF THE ADORNMENT OF THE IMAGES AND REPRESENTATIONS AND LIKENESSES, HAVE COME INTO BEING BECAUSE OF THOSE WHO NEED EDUCATION AND TEACHING AND FORMATION, SO THAT THE SMALLNESS MIGHT GROW, LITTLE BY LITTLE, AS THROUGH A MIRROR IMAGE. FOR IT WAS FOR THIS REASON THAT HE CREATED MANKIND AT THE END, HAVING FIRST PREPARED AND PROVIDED FOR HIM THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD CREATED FOR HIS SAKE. LIKE THAT OF ALL ELSE IS THE CREATION OF MANKIND AS WELL. THE SPIRITUAL LOGOS MOVED HIM INVISIBLY, AS HE PERFECTED HIM THROUGH THE DEMIURGE AND HIS ANGELIC SERVANTS, WHO SHARED IN THE ACT OF FASHIONING IN MULTITUDES, WHEN HE TOOK COUNSEL WITH HIS ARCHONS. LIKE A SHADOW IS EARTHLY MAN, SO THAT HE MIGHT BE LIKE THOSE WHO ARE CUT OFF FROM THE TOTALITIES. ALSO, HE IS SOMETHING PREPARED BY ALL OF THEM, THOSE OF THE RIGHT AND THOSE OF THE LEFT, SINCE EACH ONE IN THE ORDERS GIVES A FORM TO THE [...] IN WHICH IT EXISTS. THE [...] WHICH THE LOGOS WHO WAS DEFECTIVE BROUGHT FORTH, WHO WAS IN THE SICKNESS, DID NOT RESEMBLE HIM, BECAUSE HE BROUGHT IT FORTH FORGETFULLY, IGNORANTLY, AND DEFECTIVELY, AND IN ALL THE OTHER WEAK WAYS, ALTHOUGH THE LOGOS GAVE THE FIRST FORM THROUGH THE DEMIURGE OUT OF IGNORANCE, SO THAT HE WOULD LEARN THAT THE EXALTED ONE EXISTS, AND WOULD KNOW THAT HE NEEDS HIM. THIS IS WHAT THE PROPHET CALLED "LIVING SPIRIT" AND "BREATH OF THE EXALTED AEONS" AND "THE INVISIBLE," AND THIS IS THE LIVING SOUL WHICH HAS GIVEN LIFE TO THE POWER WHICH WAS DEAD AT FIRST. FOR THAT WHICH IS DEAD IS IGNORANCE. IT IS FITTING THAT WE EXPLAIN ABOUT THE SOUL OF THE FIRST HUMAN BEING, THAT IT IS FROM THE SPIRITUAL LOGOS, WHILE THE CREATOR THINKS THAT IT IS HIS, SINCE IT IS FROM HIM, AS FROM A MOUTH THROUGH WHICH ONE BREATHES. THE CREATOR ALSO SENT DOWN SOULS FROM HIS SUBSTANCE, SINCE HE, TOO, HAS A POWER OF PROCREATION, BECAUSE HE IS SOMETHING WHICH HAS COME INTO BEING FROM THE REPRESENTATION OF THE FATHER. ALSO, THOSE OF THE LEFT BROUGHT FORTH, AS IT WERE, MEN OF THEIR OWN, SINCE THEY HAVE THE LIKENESS OF <BEING>. THE SPIRITUAL SUBSTANCE IS A SINGLE THING AND A SINGLE REPRESENTATION, AND ITS WEAKNESS IS THE DETERMINATION IN MANY FORMS. AS FOR THE SUBSTANCE OF THE PSYCHICS, ITS DETERMINATION IS DOUBLE, SINCE IT HAS THE KNOWLEDGE AND THE CONFESSION OF THE EXALTED ONE, AND IT IS NOT INCLINED TO EVIL, BECAUSE OF THE INCLINATION OF THE THOUGHT. AS FOR THE MATERIAL SUBSTANCE, ITS WAY IS DIFFERENT, AND IN MANY FORMS, AND IT WAS A WEAKNESS WHICH EXISTED IN MANY TYPES OF INCLINATION. THE FIRST HUMAN BEING IS A MIXED FORMATION, AND A MIXED CREATION, AND A DEPOSIT OF THOSE OF THE LEFT AND THOSE OF THE RIGHT, AND A SPIRITUAL WORD WHOSE ATTENTION IS DIVIDED BETWEEN EACH OF THE TWO SUBSTANCES FROM WHICH HE TAKES HIS BEING. THEREFORE, IT IS SAID THAT A PARADISE WAS PLANTED FOR HIM, SO THAT HE MIGHT EAT OF THE FOOD OF THREE KINDS OF TREE, SINCE IT IS A GARDEN OF THE THREEFOLD ORDER, AND SINCE IT IS THAT WHICH GIVES ENJOYMENT. THE NOBLE ELECT SUBSTANCE WHICH IS IN HIM WAS MORE EXALTED. IT CREATED AND IT DID NOT WOUND THEM. THEREFORE, THEY ISSUED A COMMAND, MAKING A THREAT AND BRINGING UPON HIM A GREAT DANGER, WHICH IS DEATH. ONLY THE ENJOYMENT OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE EVIL DID HE ALLOW HIM TO TASTE, AND FROM THE OTHER TREE WITH THE DOUBLE (FRUIT) HE DID NOT ALLOW HIM TO EAT, MUCH LESS FROM THE TREE OF LIFE, SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT ACQUIRE HONOR [...] THEM, AND SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE [...] BY THE EVIL POWER WHICH IS CALLED "THE SERPENT." AND HE IS MORE CUNNING THAN ALL THE EVIL POWERS. HE LED MAN ASTRAY THROUGH THE DETERMINATION OF THOSE THINGS WHICH BELONG TO THE THOUGHT AND THE DESIRES. <HE> MADE HIM TRANSGRESS THE COMMAND, SO THAT HE WOULD DIE. AND HE WAS EXPELLED FROM EVERY ENJOYMENT OF THAT PLACE. THIS IS THE EXPULSION WHICH WAS MADE FOR HIM, WHEN HE WAS EXPELLED FROM THE ENJOYMENTS OF THE THINGS WHICH BELONG TO THE LIKENESS AND THOSE OF THE REPRESENTATION. IT WAS A WORK OF PROVIDENCE, SO THAT IT MIGHT BE FOUND THAT IT IS A SHORT TIME UNTIL MAN WILL RECEIVE THE ENJOYMENT OF THE THINGS WHICH ARE ETERNALLY GOOD, IN WHICH IS THE PLACE OF REST. THIS THE SPIRIT ORDAINED WHEN HE FIRST PLANNED THAT MAN SHOULD EXPERIENCE THE GREAT EVIL, WHICH IS DEATH, THAT IS COMPLETE IGNORANCE OF THE TOTALITY, AND THAT HE SHOULD EXPERIENCE ALL THE EVILS WHICH COME FROM THIS AND, AFTER THE DEPRIVATIONS AND CARES WHICH ARE IN THESE, THAT HE SHOULD RECEIVE OF THE GREATEST GOOD, WHICH IS LIFE ETERNAL, THAT IS, FIRM KNOWLEDGE OF THE TOTALITIES AND THE RECEPTION OF ALL GOOD THINGS. BECAUSE OF THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE FIRST MAN, DEATH RULED. IT WAS ACCUSTOMED TO SLAY EVERY MAN IN THE MANIFESTATION OF ITS DOMINATION, WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN IT AS A KINGDOM BECAUSE OF THE ORGANIZATION OF THE FATHER'S WILL, OF WHICH WE SPOKE PREVIOUSLY.  
PART III
12. THE VARIETY OF THEOLOGIES  
IF BOTH THE ORDERS, THOSE ON THE RIGHT AND THOSE ON THE LEFT, ARE BROUGHT TOGETHER WITH ONE ANOTHER BY THE THOUGHT WHICH IS SET BETWEEN THEM, WHICH GIVES THEM THEIR ORGANIZATION WITH EACH OTHER, IT HAPPENS THAT THEY BOTH ACT WITH THE SAME EMULATION OF THEIR DEEDS, WITH THOSE OF THE RIGHT RESEMBLING THOSE OF THE LEFT, AND THOSE OF THE LEFT RESEMBLING THOSE OF THE RIGHT. AND IF AT TIMES THE EVIL ORDER BEGINS TO DO EVIL IN A FOOLISH WAY, THE <WISE> ORDER EMULATES, IN THE FORM OF A MAN OF VIOLENCE, ALSO DOING WHAT IS EVIL, AS IF IT WERE A POWER OF A MAN OF VIOLENCE. AT OTHER TIMES THE FOOLISH ORDER ATTEMPTS TO DO GOOD, MAKING ITSELF LIKE IT, SINCE THE HIDDEN ORDER, TOO, IS ZEALOUS TO DO IT. JUST AS IT IS IN THE THINGS WHICH ARE ESTABLISHED, SO (IT IS) IN THE THINGS WHICH HAVE COME TO BE. SINCE THEY BRING THINGS UNLIKE ONE ANOTHER, THOSE WHO WERE NOT INSTRUCTED WERE UNABLE TO KNOW THE CAUSE OF THE THINGS WHICH EXIST. THEREFORE, THEY HAVE INTRODUCED OTHER TYPES (OF EXPLANATION), SOME SAYING THAT IT IS ACCORDING TO PROVIDENCE THAT THE THINGS WHICH EXIST HAVE THEIR BEING. THESE ARE THE PEOPLE WHO OBSERVE THE STABILITY AND THE CONFORMITY OF THE MOVEMENT OF CREATION. OTHERS SAY THAT IT IS SOMETHING ALIEN. THESE ARE PEOPLE WHO OBSERVE THE DIVERSITY AND THE LAWLESSNESS AND THE EVIL OF THE POWERS. OTHERS SAY THAT THE THINGS WHICH EXIST ARE WHAT IS DESTINED TO HAPPEN. THESE ARE THE PEOPLE WHO WERE OCCUPIED WITH THIS MATTER. OTHERS SAY THAT IT IS SOMETHING IN ACCORDANCE WITH NATURE. OTHERS SAY THAT IT IS A SELFEXISTENT. THE MAJORITY, HOWEVER, ALL WHO HAVE REACHED AS FAR AS THE VISIBLE ELEMENTS, DO NOT KNOW ANYTHING MORE THAN THEM. THOSE WHO WERE WISE AMONG THE GREEKS AND THE BARBARIANS HAVE ADVANCED TO THE POWERS WHICH HAVE COME INTO BEING BY WAY OF IMAGINATION AND VAIN THOUGHT. THOSE WHO HAVE COME FROM THESE, IN ACCORD WITH THE MUTUAL CONFLICT AND REBELLIOUS MANNER ACTIVE IN THEM, ALSO SPOKE IN A LIKELY, ARROGANT AND IMAGINARY WAY CONCERNING THE THINGS WHICH THEY THOUGHT OF AS WISDOM, ALTHOUGH THE LIKENESS DECEIVED THEM, SINCE THEY THOUGHT THAT THEY HAD ATTAINED THE TRUTH, WHEN THEY HAD (ONLY) ATTAINED ERROR. (THEY DID SO) NOT SIMPLY IN MINOR APPELLATIONS, BUT THE POWERS THEMSELVES SEEM TO HINDER THEM, AS IF THEY WERE THE TOTALITY. THEREFORE, THE ORDER WAS CAUGHT UP IN FIGHTING ITSELF ALONE, BECAUSE OF THE ARROGANT HOSTILITY OF ONE, OF THE OFFSPRING OF THE ARCHON WHO IS SUPERIOR, WHO EXISTS BEFORE HIM. THEREFORE, NOTHING WAS IN AGREEMENT WITH ITS FELLOWS, NOTHING, NEITHER PHILOSOPHY NOR TYPES OF MEDICINE NOR TYPES OF RHETORIC NOR TYPES OF MUSIC NOR TYPES OF LOGIC, BUT THEY ARE OPINIONS AND THEORIES. INEFFABILITY HELD SWAY IN CONFUSION, BECAUSE OF THE INDESCRIBABLE QUALITY OF THOSE WHO HOLD SWAY, WHO GIVE THEM THOUGHTS. NOW, AS FOR THE THINGS WHICH CAME FORTH FROM THE <RACE> OF THE HEBREWS, THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN BY THE HYLICS WHO SPEAK IN THE FASHION OF THE GREEKS, THE POWERS OF THOSE WHO THINK ABOUT ALL OF THEM, SO TO SPEAK, THE "RIGHT ONES," THE POWERS WHICH MOVE THEM ALL TO THINK OF WORDS AND A REPRESENTATION, THEY <BROUGHT> THEM, AND THEY GRASPED SO AS TO ATTAIN THE TRUTH AND USED THE CONFUSED POWERS WHICH ACT IN THEM. AFTERWARDS THEY ATTAINED TO THE ORDER OF THE UNMIXED ONES, THE ONE WHICH IS ESTABLISHED, THE UNITY WHICH EXISTS AS A REPRESENTATION OF THE REPRESENTATION OF THE FATHER. IT IS NOT INVISIBLE IN ITS NATURE, BUT A WISDOM ENVELOPS IT, SO THAT IT MIGHT PRESERVE THE FORM OF THE TRULY INVISIBLE ONE. THEREFORE, MANY ANGELS HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO SEE IT. ALSO, OTHER MEN OF THE HEBREW RACE, OF WHOM WE ALREADY SPOKE, NAMELY THE RIGHTEOUS ONES AND THE PROPHETS, DID NOT THINK OF ANYTHING AND DID NOT SAY ANYTHING FROM IMAGINATION OR THROUGH A LIKENESS OR FROM ESOTERIC THINKING, BUT EACH ONE BY THE POWER WHICH WAS AT WORK IN HIM, AND WHILE LISTENING TO THE THINGS WHICH HE SAW AND HEARD, SPOKE OF THEM IN [...]. THEY HAVE A UNIFIED HARMONY WITH ONE ANOTHER AFTER THE MANNER OF THOSE WHO WORKED IN THEM, SINCE THEY PRESERVE THE CONNECTION AND THE MUTUAL HARMONY PRIMARILY BY THE CONFESSION OF THE ONE MORE EXALTED THAN THEY. AND THERE IS ONE WHO IS GREATER THAN THEY, WHO WAS APPOINTED SINCE THEY HAVE NEED OF HIM, AND WHOM THE SPIRITUAL LOGOS BEGOT ALONG WITH THEM AS ONE WHO NEEDS THE EXALTED ONE, IN HOPE AND EXPECTATION IN ACCORD WITH THE THOUGHT WHICH IS THE SEED OF SALVATION. AND HE IS AN ILLUMINATING WORD, WHICH CONSISTS OF THE THOUGHT AND HIS OFFSPRING AND HIS EMANATIONS. SINCE THE RIGHTEOUS ONES AND THE PROPHETS, WHOM WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED, PRESERVE THE CONFESSION AND THE TESTIMONY CONCERNING THE ONE WHO IS GREAT, MADE BY THEIR FATHERS WHO WERE LOOKING FOR THE HOPE AND THE HEARING, IN THEM IS SOWN THE SEED OF PRAYER AND THE SEARCHING, WHICH IS SOWN IN MANY WHO HAVE SEARCHED FOR STRENGTHENING. IT APPEARS AND DRAWS THEM TO LOVE THE EXALTED ONE, TO PROCLAIM THESE THINGS AS PERTAINING TO A UNITY. AND IT WAS A UNITY WHICH WORKED IN THEM WHEN THEY SPOKE. THEIR VISION AND THEIR WORDS DO NOT DIFFER BECAUSE OF THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN THEM THE VISION AND THE WORD. THEREFORE, THOSE WHO HAVE LISTENED TO WHAT THEY HAVE SAID CONCERNING THIS DO NOT REJECT ANY OF IT, BUT HAVE ACCEPTED THE SCRIPTURES IN AN ALTERED WAY. BY INTERPRETING THEM, THEY ESTABLISHED MANY HERESIES WHICH EXIST TO THE PRESENT AMONG THE JEWS. SOME SAY THAT GOD IS ONE, WHO MADE A PROCLAMATION IN THE ANCIENT SCRIPTURES. OTHERS SAY THAT HE IS MANY. SOME SAY THAT GOD IS SIMPLE AND WAS A SINGLE MIND IN NATURE. OTHERS SAY THAT HIS ACTIVITY IS LINKED WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF GOOD AND EVIL. STILL OTHERS SAY THAT HE IS THE CREATOR OF THAT WHICH HAS COME INTO BEING. STILL OTHERS SAY THAT IT WAS BY THE ANGELS THAT HE CREATED. THE MULTITUDE OF IDEAS OF THIS SORT IS THE MULTITUDE OF FORMS AND THE ABUNDANCE OF TYPES OF SCRIPTURE, THAT WHICH PRODUCED THEIR TEACHERS OF THE LAW. THE PROPHETS, HOWEVER, DID NOT SAY ANYTHING OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, BUT EACH ONE OF THEM (SPOKE) OF THE THINGS WHICH HE HAD SEEN AND HEARD THROUGH THE PROCLAMATION OF THE SAVIOR. THIS IS WHAT HE PROCLAIMED, WITH THE MAIN SUBJECT OF THEIR PROCLAMATION BEING THAT WHICH EACH SAID CONCERNING THE COMING OF THE SAVIOR, WHICH IS THIS COMING. SOMETIMES THE PROPHETS SPEAK ABOUT IT AS IF IT WILL BE. SOMETIMES (IT IS) AS IF THE SAVIOR SPEAKS FROM THEIR MOUTHS, SAYING THAT THE SAVIOR WILL COME AND SHOW FAVOR TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT KNOWN HIM. THEY HAVE NOT ALL JOINED WITH ONE ANOTHER IN CONFESSING ANYTHING, BUT EACH ONE, ON THE BASIS OF THE THING FROM WHICH HE RECEIVED POWER TO SPEAK ABOUT HIM, AND ON THE BASIS OF THE PLACE WHICH HE SAW, THINKS THAT IT IS FROM IT THAT HE WILL BE BEGOTTEN, AND THAT HE WILL COME FROM THAT PLACE. NOT ONE OF THEM KNEW WHENCE HE WOULD COME NOR BY WHOM HE WOULD BE BEGOTTEN, BUT HE ALONE IS THE ONE OF WHOM IT IS WORTHY TO SPEAK, THE ONE WHO WILL BE BEGOTTEN AND WILL SUFFER. CONCERNING THAT WHICH HE PREVIOUSLY WAS AND THAT WHICH HE IS ETERNALLY - AN UNBEGOTTEN, IMPASSIBLE ONE FROM THE LOGOS, WHO CAME INTO BEING IN FLESH - HE DID NOT COME INTO THEIR THOUGHT. AND THIS IS THE ACCOUNT WHICH THEY RECEIVED AN IMPULSE TO GIVE CONCERNING HIS FLESH WHICH WAS TO APPEAR. THEY SAY THAT IT IS A PRODUCTION FROM ALL OF THEM, BUT THAT BEFORE ALL THINGS IT IS FROM THE SPIRITUAL LOGOS, WHO IS THE CAUSE OF THE THINGS WHICH HAVE COME INTO BEING, FROM WHOM THE SAVIOR RECEIVED HIS FLESH. HE HAD CONCEIVED <IT> AT THE REVELATION OF THE LIGHT, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE PROMISE, AT HIS REVELATION FROM THE SEMINAL STATE. FOR THE ONE WHO EXISTS IS NOT A SEED OF THE THINGS WHICH EXIST, SINCE HE WAS BEGOTTEN AT THE END. BUT TO THE ONE BY WHOM THE FATHER ORDAINED THE MANIFESTATION OF SALVATION, WHO IS THE FULFILLMENT OF THE PROMISE, TO HIM BELONGED ALL THESE INSTRUMENTS FOR ENTRY INTO LIFE, THROUGH WHICH HE DESCENDED. HIS FATHER IS ONE, AND ALONE IS TRULY A FATHER TO HIM, THE INVISIBLE, UNKNOWABLE, THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE IN HIS NATURE, WHO ALONE IS GOD IN HIS WILL AND HIS FORM, WHO HAS GRANTED THAT HE MIGHT BE SEEN, KNOWN, AND COMPREHENDED.  
13. THE INCARNATE SAVIOR AND HIS COMPANIONS  
HE IT IS WHO WAS OUR SAVIOR IN WILLING COMPASSION, WHO IS THAT WHICH THEY WERE. FOR IT WAS FOR THEIR SAKE THAT HE BECAME MANIFEST IN AN INVOLUNTARY SUFFERING. THEY BECAME FLESH AND SOUL, THAT IS, ETERNALLY WHICH (THINGS) HOLD THEM AND WITH CORRUPTIBLE THINGS THEY DIE. AND AS FOR THOSE WHO CAME INTO BEING, THE INVISIBLE ONE TAUGHT THEM INVISIBLY ABOUT HIMSELF. NOT ONLY DID HE TAKE UPON <HIMSELF> THE DEATH OF THOSE WHOM HE THOUGHT TO SAVE, BUT HE ALSO ACCEPTED THEIR SMALLNESS TO WHICH THEY HAD DESCENDED WHEN THEY WERE <BORN> IN BODY AND SOUL. (HE DID SO) BECAUSE HE HAD LET HIMSELF BE CONCEIVED AND BORN AS AN INFANT, IN BODY AND SOUL. AMONG ALL THE OTHERS WHO SHARED IN THEM, AND THOSE WHO FELL AND RECEIVED THE LIGHT, HE CAME INTO BEING EXALTED, BECAUSE HE HAD LET HIMSELF BE CONCEIVED WITHOUT SIN, STAIN AND DEFILEMENT. HE WAS BEGOTTEN IN LIFE, BEING IN LIFE BECAUSE THE FORMER AND THE LATTER ARE IN PASSION AND CHANGING OPINION FROM THE LOGOS WHO MOVED, WHO ESTABLISHED THEM TO BE BODY AND SOUL. HE IT IS <WHO> HAS TAKEN TO HIMSELF THE ONE WHO CAME FROM THOSE WHOM WE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED. HE CAME INTO BEING FROM THE GLORIOUS VISION AND THE UNCHANGING THOUGHT OF THE LOGOS WHO RETURNED TO HIMSELF, AFTER HIS MOVEMENT, FROM THE ORGANIZATION, JUST AS THOSE WHO CAME WITH HIM TOOK BODY AND SOUL AND A CONFIRMATION AND STABILITY AND JUDGMENT OF THINGS. THEY TOO INTENDED TO COME. WHEN THEY THOUGHT OF THE SAVIOR THEY CAME, AND THEY CAME WHEN HE KNEW; THEY ALSO CAME MORE EXALTED IN THE EMANATION ACCORDING TO THE FLESH THAN THOSE WHO HAD BEEN BROUGHT FORTH FROM A DEFECT, BECAUSE IN THIS WAY THEY, TOO, RECEIVED THEIR BODILY EMANATION, ALONG WITH THE BODY OF THE SAVIOR, THROUGH THE REVELATION AND THE MINGLING WITH HIM. THESE OTHERS WERE THOSE OF ONE SUBSTANCE, AND IT INDEED IS THE SPIRITUAL (SUBSTANCE). THE ORGANIZATION IS DIFFERENT. THIS IS ONE THING, THAT IS ANOTHER. SOME COME FORTH FROM PASSION AND DIVISION, NEEDING HEALING. OTHERS ARE FROM PRAYER, SO THAT THEY HEAL THE SICK, WHEN THEY HAVE BEEN APPOINTED TO TREAT THOSE WHO HAVE FALLEN. THESE ARE THE APOSTLES AND THE EVANGELISTS. THEY ARE THE DISCIPLES OF THE SAVIOR, AND TEACHERS WHO NEED INSTRUCTION. WHY, THEN, DID THEY, TOO, SHARE IN THE PASSIONS IN WHICH THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN BROUGHT FORTH FROM PASSION SHARE, IF INDEED THEY ARE BODILY PRODUCTIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ORGANIZATION AND <THE> SAVIOR, WHO DID NOT SHARE IN THE PASSIONS? THE SAVIOR WAS AN IMAGE OF THE UNITARY ONE, HE WHO IS THE TOTALITY IN BODILY FORM. THEREFORE, HE PRESERVED THE FORM OF INDIVISIBILITY, FROM WHICH COMES IMPASSABILITY. THEY, HOWEVER, ARE IMAGES OF EACH THING WHICH BECAME MANIFEST. THEREFORE, THEY ASSUME DIVISION FROM THE PATTERN, HAVING TAKEN FORM FOR THE PLANTING WHICH EXISTS BENEATH THE HEAVEN. THIS ALSO IS WHAT SHARES IN THE EVIL WHICH EXISTS IN THE PLACES WHICH THEY HAVE REACHED. FOR THE WILL HELD THE TOTALITY UNDER SIN, SO THAT BY THAT WILL HE MIGHT HAVE MERCY ON THE TOTALITY AND THEY MIGHT BE SAVED, WHILE A SINGLE ONE ALONE IS APPOINTED TO GIVE LIFE, AND ALL THE REST NEED SALVATION. THEREFORE, IT WAS FROM (REASONS) OF THIS SORT THAT IT BEGAN TO RECEIVE GRACE TO GIVE THE HONORS WHICH WERE PROCLAIMED BY JESUS, WHICH WERE SUITABLE FOR HIM TO PROCLAIM TO THE REST, SINCE A SEED OF THE PROMISE OF JESUS CHRIST WAS SET UP, WHOM WE HAVE SERVED IN (HIS) REVELATION AND UNION. NOW THE PROMISE POSSESSED THE INSTRUCTION AND THE RETURN TO WHAT THEY ARE FROM THE FIRST, FROM WHICH THEY POSSESS THE DROP, SO AS TO RETURN TO HIM, WHICH IS THAT WHICH IS CALLED "THE REDEMPTION." AND IT IS THE RELEASE FROM THE CAPTIVITY AND THE ACCEPTANCE OF FREEDOM. IN ITS PLACES, THE CAPTIVITY OF THOSE WHO WERE SLAVES OF IGNORANCE HOLDS SWAY. THE FREEDOM IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH WHICH EXISTED BEFORE THE IGNORANCE WAS RULING, FOREVER WITHOUT BEGINNING AND WITHOUT END, BEING SOMETHING GOOD, AND A SALVATION OF THINGS, AND A RELEASE FROM THE SERVILE NATURE IN WHICH THEY HAVE SUFFERED. THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN BROUGHT FORTH IN A LOWLY THOUGHT OF VANITY, THAT IS, (A THOUGHT) WHICH GOES TO THINGS WHICH ARE EVIL THROUGH THE THOUGHT WHICH DRAWS THEM DOWN TO THE LUST FOR POWER, THESE HAVE RECEIVED THE POSSESSION WHICH IS FREEDOM, FROM THE ABUNDANCE OF THE GRACE WHICH LOOKED UPON THE CHILDREN. IT WAS, HOWEVER, A DISTURBANCE OF THE PASSION AND A DESTRUCTION OF THOSE THINGS WHICH HE CAST OFF FROM HIMSELF AT FIRST, WHEN THE LOGOS SEPARATED THEM FROM HIMSELF, (THE LOGOS) WHO WAS THE CAUSE OF THEIR BEING DESTINED FOR DESTRUCTION, THOUGH HE KEPT <THEM> AT <THE> END OF THE ORGANIZATION AND ALLOWED THEM TO EXIST BECAUSE EVEN THEY WERE USEFUL FOR THE THINGS WHICH WERE ORDAINED.  
14. THE TRIPARTITION OF MANKIND  
MANKIND CAME TO BE IN THREE ESSENTIAL TYPES, THE SPIRITUAL, THE PSYCHIC, AND THE MATERIAL, CONFORMING TO THE TRIPLE DISPOSITION OF THE LOGOS, FROM WHICH WERE BROUGHT FORTH THE MATERIAL ONES AND THE PSYCHIC ONES AND THE SPIRITUAL ONES. EACH OF THE THREE ESSENTIAL TYPES IS KNOWN BY ITS FRUIT. AND THEY WERE NOT KNOWN AT FIRST BUT ONLY AT THE COMING OF THE SAVIOR, WHO SHONE UPON THE SAINTS AND REVEALED WHAT EACH WAS. THE SPIRITUAL RACE, BEING LIKE LIGHT FROM LIGHT AND LIKE SPIRIT FROM SPIRIT, WHEN ITS HEAD APPEARED, IT RAN TOWARD HIM IMMEDIATELY. IT IMMEDIATELY BECAME A BODY OF ITS HEAD. IT SUDDENLY RECEIVED KNOWLEDGE IN THE REVELATION. THE PSYCHIC RACE IS LIKE LIGHT FROM A FIRE, SINCE IT HESITATED TO ACCEPT KNOWLEDGE OF HIM WHO APPEARED TO IT. (IT HESITATED) EVEN MORE TO RUN TOWARD HIM IN FAITH. RATHER, THROUGH A VOICE IT WAS INSTRUCTED, AND THIS WAS SUFFICIENT, SINCE IT IS NOT FAR FROM THE HOPE ACCORDING TO THE PROMISE, SINCE IT RECEIVED, SO TO SPEAK AS A PLEDGE, THE ASSURANCE OF THE THINGS WHICH WERE TO BE. THE MATERIAL RACE, HOWEVER, IS ALIEN IN EVERY WAY; SINCE IT IS DARK, IT SHUNS THE SHINING OF THE LIGHT, BECAUSE ITS APPEARANCE DESTROYS IT. AND SINCE IT HAS NOT RECEIVED ITS UNITY, IT IS SOMETHING EXCESSIVE AND HATEFUL TOWARD THE LORD AT HIS REVELATION. THE SPIRITUAL RACE WILL RECEIVE COMPLETE SALVATION IN EVERY WAY. THE MATERIAL WILL RECEIVE DESTRUCTION IN EVERY WAY, JUST AS ONE WHO RESISTS HIM. THE PSYCHIC RACE, SINCE IT IS IN THE MIDDLE WHEN IT IS BROUGHT FORTH AND ALSO WHEN IT IS CREATED, IS DOUBLE ACCORDING TO ITS DETERMINATION FOR BOTH GOOD AND EVIL. IT TAKES ITS APPOINTED DEPARTURE SUDDENLY AND ITS COMPLETE ESCAPE TO THOSE WHO ARE GOOD. THOSE WHOM THE LOGOS BROUGHT FORTH IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FIRST ELEMENT OF HIS THOUGHT, WHEN HE REMEMBERED THE EXALTED ONE AND PRAYED FOR SALVATION, HAVE SALVATION SUDDENLY. THEY WILL BE SAVED COMPLETELY BECAUSE OF THE SALVIFIC THOUGHT. AS HE WAS BROUGHT FORTH, SO, TOO, WERE THESE BROUGHT FORTH FROM HIM, WHETHER ANGELS OR MEN. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CONFESSION THAT THERE IS ONE WHO IS MORE EXALTED THAN THEMSELVES, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRAYER AND THE SEARCH FOR HIM, THEY ALSO WILL ATTAIN THE SALVATION OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN BROUGHT FORTH, SINCE THEY ARE FROM THE DISPOSITION WHICH IS GOOD. THEY WERE APPOINTED FOR SERVICE IN PROCLAIMING THE COMING OF THE SAVIOR WHO WAS TO BE AND HIS REVELATION WHICH HAD COME. WHETHER ANGELS OR MEN, WHEN HE WAS SENT AS A SERVICE TO THEM, THEY RECEIVED, IN FACT, THE ESSENCE OF THEIR BEING. THOSE, HOWEVER, WHO ARE FROM THE THOUGHT OF LUST FOR POWER, WHO HAVE COME INTO BEING FROM THE BLOW OF THOSE WHO FIGHT AGAINST HIM, THOSE WHOM THE THOUGHT BROUGHT FORTH, FROM THESE, SINCE THEY ARE MIXED, THEY WILL RECEIVE THEIR END SUDDENLY. THOSE WHO WILL BE BROUGHT FORTH FROM THE LUST FOR POWER WHICH IS GIVEN TO THEM FOR A TIME AND FOR CERTAIN PERIODS, AND WHO WILL GIVE GLORY TO THE LORD OF GLORY, AND WHO WILL RELINQUISH THEIR WRATH, THEY WILL RECEIVE THE REWARD FOR THEIR HUMILITY, WHICH IS TO REMAIN FOREVER. THOSE, HOWEVER, WHO ARE PROUD BECAUSE OF THE DESIRE OF AMBITION, AND WHO LOVE TEMPORARY GLORY, AND WHO FORGET THAT IT WAS ONLY FOR CERTAIN PERIODS AND TIMES WHICH THEY HAVE THAT THEY WERE ENTRUSTED WITH POWER, AND FOR THIS REASON DID NOT ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE SON OF GOD IS THE LORD OF ALL AND SAVIOR, AND WERE NOT BROUGHT OUT OF WRATH AND THE RESEMBLANCE TO THE EVIL ONES, THEY WILL RECEIVE JUDGMENT FOR THEIR IGNORANCE AND THEIR SENSELESSNESS, WHICH IS SUFFERING, ALONG WITH THOSE WHO WENT ASTRAY, ANYONE OF THEM WHO TURNED AWAY; AND EVEN MORE (FOR) WICKEDNESS IN DOING TO THE LORD THINGS WHICH WERE NOT FITTING, WHICH THE POWERS OF THE LEFT DID TO HIM, EVEN INCLUDING HIS DEATH. THEY PERSEVERED SAYING, "WE SHALL BECOME RULERS OF THE UNIVERSE, IF THE ONE WHO HAS BEEN PROCLAIMED KING OF THE UNIVERSE IS SLAIN," (THEY SAID THIS) WHEN THEY LABORED TO DO THIS, NAMELY THE MEN AND ANGELS WHO ARE NOT FROM THE GOOD DISPOSITION OF THE RIGHT ONES BUT FROM THE MIXTURE. AND THEY FIRST CHOSE FOR THEMSELVES HONOR, THOUGH IT WAS ONLY A TEMPORARY WISH AND DESIRE, WHILE THE PATH TO ETERNAL REST IS BY WAY OF HUMILITY FOR SALVATION OF THOSE WHO WILL BE SAVED, THOSE OF THE RIGHT ONES. AFTER THEY CONFESS THE LORD AND THE THOUGHT OF THAT WHICH IS PLEASING TO THE CHURCH AND THE SONG OF THOSE WHO ARE HUMBLE ALONG WITH HER TO THE FULL EXTENT POSSIBLE, IN THAT WHICH IS PLEASING TO DO FOR HER, IN SHARING IN HER SUFFERINGS AND HER PAINS IN THE MANNER OF THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND WHAT IS GOOD FOR THE CHURCH, THEY WILL HAVE A SHARE IN HER HOPE. THIS IS TO BE SAID ON THE SUBJECT OF HOW MEN AND ANGELS WHO ARE FROM THE ORDER OF THE LEFT HAVE A PATH TO ERROR: NOT ONLY DID THEY DENY THE LORD AND PLOT EVIL AGAINST HIM, BUT ALSO TOWARD THE CHURCH DID THEY DIRECT THEIR HATRED AND ENVY AND JEALOUSY; AND THIS IS THE REASON FOR THE CONDEMNATION OF THOSE WHO HAVE MOVED AND HAVE AROUSED THEMSELVES FOR THE TRIALS OF THE CHURCH.  
15. THE PROCESS OF RESTORATION  
THE ELECTION SHARES BODY AND ESSENCE WITH THE SAVIOR, SINCE IT IS LIKE A BRIDAL CHAMBER BECAUSE OF ITS UNITY AND ITS AGREEMENT WITH HIM. FOR, BEFORE EVERY PLACE, THE CHRIST CAME FOR HER SAKE. THE CALLING, HOWEVER, HAS THE PLACE OF THOSE WHO REJOICE AT THE BRIDAL CHAMBER, AND WHO ARE GLAD AND HAPPY AT THE UNION OF THE BRIDEGROOM AND THE BRIDE. THE PLACE WHICH THE CALLING WILL HAVE IS THE AEON OF THE IMAGES, WHERE THE LOGOS HAS NOT YET JOINED WITH THE PLEROMA. AND SINCE THE MAN OF THE CHURCH WAS HAPPY AND GLAD AT THIS, AS HE WAS HOPING FOR IT, HE SEPARATED SPIRIT, SOUL, AND BODY IN THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ONE WHO THINKS THAT HE IS A UNITY, THOUGH WITHIN HIM IS THE MAN WHO IS THE TOTALITY - AND HE IS ALL OF THEM. AND, THOUGH HE HAS THE ESCAPE FROM THE [...] WHICH THE PLACES WILL RECEIVE, HE ALSO HAS THE MEMBERS ABOUT WHICH WE SPOKE EARLIER. WHEN THE REDEMPTION WAS PROCLAIMED, THE PERFECT MAN RECEIVED KNOWLEDGE IMMEDIATELY, SO AS TO RETURN IN HASTE TO HIS UNITARY STATE, TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE CAME, TO RETURN THERE JOYFULLY, TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE CAME, TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH HE FLOWED FORTH. HIS MEMBERS, HOWEVER, NEEDED A PLACE OF INSTRUCTION, WHICH IS IN THE PLACES WHICH ARE ADORNED, SO THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE FROM THEM RESEMBLANCE TO THE IMAGES AND ARCHETYPES, LIKE A MIRROR, UNTIL ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE BODY OF THE CHURCH ARE IN A SINGLE PLACE AND RECEIVE THE RESTORATION AT ONE TIME, WHEN THEY HAVE BEEN MANIFESTED AS THE WHOLE BODY, NAMELY THE RESTORATION INTO THE PLEROMA. IT HAS A PRELIMINARY CONCORD WITH A MUTUAL AGREEMENT, WHICH IS THE CONCORD WHICH BELONGS TO THE FATHER, UNTIL THE TOTALITIES RECEIVE A COUNTENANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIM. THE RESTORATION IS AT THE END, AFTER THE TOTALITY REVEALS WHAT IT IS, THE SON, WHO IS THE REDEMPTION, THAT IS, THE PATH TOWARD THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE FATHER, THAT IS, THE RETURN TO THE PRE-EXISTENT, AND (AFTER) THE TOTALITIES REVEAL THEMSELVES IN THAT ONE, IN THE PROPER WAY, WHO IS THE INCONCEIVABLE ONE AND THE INEFFABLE ONE, AND THE INVISIBLE ONE AND THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE ONE, SO THAT IT RECEIVES REDEMPTION. IT WAS NOT ONLY RELEASE FROM THE DOMINATION OF THE LEFT ONES, NOR WAS IT ONLY ESCAPE FROM THE POWER OF THOSE OF THE RIGHT, TO EACH OF WHICH WE THOUGHT THAT WERE SLAVES AND SONS, FROM WHOM NONE ESCAPES WITHOUT QUICKLY BECOMING THEIRS AGAIN, BUT THE REDEMPTION ALSO IS AN ASCENT TO THE DEGREES WHICH ARE IN THE PLEROMA AND TO THOSE WHO HAVE NAMED THEMSELVES AND WHO CONCEIVE OF THEMSELVES ACCORDING TO THE POWER OF EACH OF THE AEONS, AND (IT IS) AN ENTRANCE INTO WHAT IS SILENT, WHERE THERE IS NO NEED FOR VOICE NOR FOR KNOWING, NOR FOR FORMING A CONCEPT, NOR FOR ILLUMINATION, BUT (WHERE) ALL THINGS ARE LIGHT, WHILE THEY DO NOT NEED TO BE ILLUMINED. NOT ONLY DO HUMANS NEED REDEMPTION, BUT ALSO THE ANGELS, TOO, NEED REDEMPTION, ALONG WITH THE IMAGE AND THE REST OF THE PLEROMAS OF THE AEONS AND THE WONDROUS POWERS OF ILLUMINATION. SO THAT WE MIGHT NOT BE IN DOUBT IN REGARD TO THE OTHERS, EVEN THE SON HIMSELF, WHO HAS THE POSITION OF REDEEMER OF THE TOTALITY, NEEDED REDEMPTION AS WELL, - HE WHO HAD BECOME MAN, - SINCE HE GAVE HIMSELF FOR EACH THING WHICH WE NEED, WE IN THE FLESH, WHO ARE HIS CHURCH. NOW, WHEN HE FIRST RECEIVED REDEMPTION FROM THE WORD WHICH HAD DESCENDED UPON HIM, ALL THE REST RECEIVED REDEMPTION FROM HIM, NAMELY THOSE WHO HAD TAKEN HIM TO THEMSELVES. FOR THOSE WHO RECEIVED THE ONE WHO HAD RECEIVED (REDEMPTION) ALSO RECEIVED WHAT WAS IN HIM. AMONG THE MEN WHO ARE IN THE FLESH REDEMPTION BEGAN TO BE GIVEN, HIS FIRST-BORN, AND HIS LOVE, THE SON WHO WAS INCARNATE, WHILE THE ANGELS WHO ARE IN HEAVEN ASKED TO ASSOCIATE, SO THAT THEY MIGHT FORM AN ASSOCIATION WITH HIM UPON THE EARTH. THEREFORE, HE IS CALLED "THE REDEMPTION OF THE ANGELS OF THE FATHER," HE WHO COMFORTED THOSE WHO WERE LABORING UNDER THE TOTALITY FOR HIS KNOWLEDGE, BECAUSE HE WAS GIVEN THE GRACE BEFORE ANYONE ELSE. THE FATHER HAD FOREKNOWLEDGE OF HIM, SINCE HE WAS IN HIS THOUGHT BEFORE ANYTHING CAME INTO BEING, AND SINCE HE HAD THOSE TO WHOM HE HAS REVEALED HIM. HE SET THE DEFICIENCY ON THE ONE WHO REMAINS FOR CERTAIN PERIODS AND TIMES, AS A GLORY FOR HIS PLEROMA, SINCE THE FACT THAT HE IS UNKNOWN IS A CAUSE OF HIS PRODUCTION FROM HIS AGREEMENT [...] OF HIM. JUST AS RECEPTION OF KNOWLEDGE OF HIM IS A MANIFESTATION OF HIS LACK OF ENVY AND THE REVELATION OF THE ABUNDANCE OF HIS SWEETNESS, WHICH IS THE SECOND GLORY, SO, TOO, HE HAS BEEN FOUND TO BE A CAUSE OF IGNORANCE, ALTHOUGH HE IS ALSO A BEGETTER OF KNOWLEDGE. IN A HIDDEN AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE WISDOM, HE KEPT THE KNOWLEDGE TO THE END, UNTIL THE TOTALITIES BECAME WEARY WHILE SEARCHING FOR GOD THE FATHER, WHOM NO ONE FOUND THROUGH HIS OWN WISDOM OR POWER. HE GIVES HIMSELF, SO THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ABUNDANT THOUGHT ABOUT HIS GREAT GLORY, WHICH HE HAS GIVEN, AND (ABOUT) THE CAUSE, WHICH HE HAS GIVEN, WHICH IS HIS UNCEASING THANKSGIVING, HE WHO, FROM THE IMMOBILITY OF HIS COUNSEL, REVEALS HIMSELF ETERNALLY TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN WORTHY OF THE FATHER, WHO IS UNKNOWN IN HIS NATURE, SO THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM, THROUGH HIS DESIRE THAT THEY SHOULD COME TO EXPERIENCE THE IGNORANCE AND ITS PAINS. THOSE OF WHOM HE FIRST THOUGHT THAT THEY SHOULD ATTAIN KNOWLEDGE AND THE GOOD THINGS WHICH ARE IN IT, THEY WERE PLANNING - WHICH IS THE WISDOM OF THE FATHER, - THAT THEY MIGHT EXPERIENCE THE EVIL THINGS AND MIGHT TRAIN THEMSELVES IN THEM, AS A [...] FOR A TIME, SO THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE THE ENJOYMENT OF GOOD THINGS FOR ETERNITY. THEY HOLD CHANGE AND PERSISTENT RENUNCIATION AND THE CAUSE OF THOSE WHO FIGHT AGAINST THEM AS AN ADORNMENT AND MARVELOUS QUALITY OF THOSE WHO ARE EXALTED, SO THAT IT IS MANIFEST THAT THE IGNORANCE OF THOSE WHO WILL BE IGNORANT OF THE FATHER WAS SOMETHING OF THEIR OWN. HE WHO GAVE THEM KNOWLEDGE OF HIM WAS ONE OF HIS POWERS FOR ENABLING THEM TO GRASP THAT KNOWLEDGE IN THE FULLEST SENSE IS CALLED "THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL THAT WHICH IS THOUGHT OF" AND "THE TREASURE" AND "THE ADDITION FOR THE INCREASE OF KNOWLEDGE," "THE REVELATION OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE KNOWN AT FIRST," AND "THE PATH TOWARD HARMONY AND TOWARD THE PRE-EXISTENT ONE," WHICH IS THE INCREASE OF THOSE WHO HAVE ABANDONED THE GREATNESS WHICH WAS THEIRS IN THE ORGANIZATION OF THE WILL, SO THAT THE END MIGHT BE LIKE THE BEGINNING. AS FOR THE BAPTISM WHICH EXISTS IN THE FULLEST SENSE, INTO WHICH THE TOTALITIES WILL DESCEND AND IN WHICH THEY WILL BE, THERE IS NO OTHER BAPTISM APART FROM THIS ONE ALONE, WHICH IS THE REDEMPTION INTO GOD, FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT, WHEN CONFESSION IS MADE THROUGH FAITH IN THOSE NAMES, WHICH ARE A SINGLE NAME OF THE GOSPEL, WHEN THEY HAVE COME TO BELIEVE WHAT HAS BEEN SAID TO THEM, NAMELY THAT THEY EXIST. FROM THIS THEY HAVE THEIR SALVATION, THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED THAT THEY EXIST. THIS IS ATTAINING IN AN INVISIBLE WAY TO THE FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT IN AN UNDOUBTING FAITH. AND WHEN THEY HAVE BORNE WITNESS TO THEM, IT IS ALSO WITH A FIRM HOPE THAT THEY ATTAINED THEM, SO THAT THE RETURN TO THEM MIGHT BECOME THE PERFECTION OF THOSE WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN THEM AND (SO THAT) THE FATHER MIGHT BE ONE WITH THEM, THE FATHER, THE GOD, WHOM THEY HAVE CONFESSED IN FAITH AND WHO GAVE (THEM) THEIR UNION WITH HIM IN KNOWLEDGE. THE BAPTISM WHICH WE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED IS CALLED "GARMENT OF THOSE WHO DO NOT STRIP THEMSELVES OF IT," FOR THOSE WHO WILL PUT IT ON AND THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED REDEMPTION WEAR IT. IT IS ALSO CALLED "THE CONFIRMATION OF THE TRUTH WHICH HAS NO FALL." IN AN UNWAVERING AND IMMOVABLE WAY, IT GRASPS THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE RESTORATION WHILE THEY GRASP IT. (BAPTISM) IS CALLED "SILENCE" BECAUSE OF THE QUIET AND THE TRANQUILITY. IT IS ALSO CALLED "BRIDAL CHAMBER" BECAUSE OF THE AGREEMENT AND THE INDIVISIBLE STATE OF THOSE WHO KNOW THEY HAVE KNOWN HIM. IT IS ALSO CALLED "THE LIGHT WHICH DOES NOT SET AND IS WITHOUT FLAME," SINCE IT DOES NOT GIVE LIGHT, BUT THOSE WHO HAVE WORN IT ARE MADE INTO LIGHT. THEY ARE THE ONES WHOM HE WORE. (BAPTISM) IS ALSO CALLED "THE ETERNAL LIFE," WHICH IS IMMORTALITY; AND IT IS CALLED "THAT WHICH IS, ENTIRELY, SIMPLY, IN THE PROPER SENSE, WHAT IS PLEASING, INSEPARABLY AND IRREMOVABLY AND FAULTLESSLY AND IMPERTURBABLY, FOR THE ONE WHO EXISTS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED A BEGINNING." FOR, WHAT ELSE IS THERE TO NAME IT APART FROM "GOD," SINCE IT IS THE TOTALITIES, THAT IS, EVEN IF IT IS GIVEN NUMBERLESS NAMES, THEY ARE SPOKEN SIMPLY AS A REFERENCE TO IT. JUST AS HE TRANSCENDS EVERY WORD, AND HE TRANSCENDS EVERY VOICE, AND HE TRANSCENDS EVERY MIND, AND HE TRANSCENDS EVERYTHING, AND HE TRANSCENDS EVERY SILENCE, SO IT IS DITTOGRAPHY WITH THOSE WHO ARE THAT WHICH HE IS. THIS IS THAT WHICH THEY FIND IT TO BE, INEFFABLY AND INCONCEIVABLY IN (ITS) VISAGE, FOR THE COMING INTO BEING IN THOSE WHO KNOW, THROUGH HIM WHOM THEY HAVE COMPREHENDED, WHO IS THE ONE TO WHOM THEY GAVE GLORY.  
16. REDEMPTION OF THE CALLING  
EVEN IF ON THE MATTER OF THE ELECTION THERE ARE MANY MORE THINGS FOR US TO SAY, AS IT IS FITTING TO SAY, NONETHELESS, ON THE MATTER OF THOSE OF THE CALLING - FOR THOSE OF THE RIGHT ARE SO NAMED - IT IS NECESSARY FOR US TO RETURN ONCE AGAIN TO THEM, AND IT IS NOT PROFITABLE FOR US TO FORGET THEM. WE HAVE SPOKEN ABOUT THEM, - IF THERE IS ENOUGH IN WHAT PRECEDED AT SOME LENGTH, HOW HAVE WE SPOKEN? IN A PARTIAL WAY, - SINCE I SAID ABOUT ALL THOSE WHO CAME FORTH FROM THE LOGOS, EITHER FROM THE JUDGMENT OF THE EVIL ONES OR FROM THE WRATH WHICH FIGHTS AGAINST THEM AND THE TURNING AWAY FROM THEM, WHICH IS THE RETURN TO THE EXALTED ONES, OR FROM THE PRAYER AND THE REMEMBRANCE OF THOSE WHO PRE-EXISTED, OR FROM HOPE AND FAITH THAT THEY WOULD RECEIVE THEIR SALVATION FROM GOOD WORK, SINCE THEY HAVE BEEN DEEMED WORTHY BECAUSE THEY ARE BEINGS FROM THE GOOD DISPOSITIONS, (THAT) THEY HAVE CAUSE OF THEIR BEGETTING WHICH IS AN OPINION FROM THE ONE WHO EXISTS. STILL FURTHER (I SAID) THAT BEFORE THE LOGOS CONCERNED HIMSELF WITH THEM IN AN INVISIBLE WAY, WILLINGLY, THE EXALTED ONE ADDED TO THIS THOUGHT, BECAUSE THEY WERE IN NEED OF HIM, WHO WAS THE CAUSE OF THEIR BEING. THEY DID NOT EXALT THEMSELVES WHEN THEY WERE SAVED, AS IF THERE WERE NOTHING EXISTING BEFORE THEM, BUT THEY CONFESS THAT THEY HAVE A BEGINNING TO THEIR EXISTENCE, AND THEY DESIRE THIS: TO KNOW HIM WHO EXISTS BEFORE THEM. MOST OF ALL (I SAID) THAT THEY WORSHIPPED THE REVELATION OF THE LIGHT IN THE FORM OF LIGHTNING, AND THEY BORE WITNESS THAT IT APPEARED AS <THEIR> SALVATION. NOT ONLY THOSE WHO HAVE COME FORTH FROM THE LOGOS, ABOUT WHOM ALONE WE SAID THAT THEY WOULD ACCOMPLISH THE GOOD WORK, BUT ALSO THOSE WHOM THESE BROUGHT FORTH ACCORDING TO THE GOOD DISPOSITIONS WILL SHARE IN THE REPOSE ACCORDING TO THE ABUNDANCE OF THE GRACE. ALSO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN BROUGHT FORTH FROM THE DESIRE OF LUST FOR POWER, HAVING THE SEED IN THEM WHICH IS THE LUST FOR POWER, WILL RECEIVE THE REWARD FOR (THEIR) GOOD DEEDS, NAMELY THOSE WHO ACTED AND THOSE WHO HAVE THE PREDISPOSITION TOWARD THE GOOD, IF THEY INTENTIONALLY DESIRE AND WISH TO ABANDON THE VAIN, TEMPORAL AMBITION, AND THEY KEEP THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD OF GLORY, INSTEAD OF THE MOMENTARY HONOR, AND INHERIT THE ETERNAL KINGDOM. NOW, IT IS NECESSARY THAT WE UNITE THE CAUSES AND THE EFFECTS ON THEM OF THE GRACE AND THE IMPULSES, SINCE IT IS FITTING THAT WE SAY WHAT WE MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY ABOUT THE SALVATION OF ALL THOSE OF THE RIGHT, OF ALL THOSE UNMIXED AND THOSE MIXED, TO JOIN THEM WITH ONE ANOTHER. AND AS FOR THE REPOSE, WHICH IS THE REVELATION OF THE FORM <IN> WHICH THEY BELIEVED, (IT IS NECESSARY) THAT WE SHOULD TREAT IT WITH A SUITABLE DISCUSSION. FOR WHEN WE CONFESSED THE KINGDOM WHICH IS IN CHRIST, <WE> ESCAPED FROM THE WHOLE MULTIPLICITY OF FORMS, AND FROM INEQUALITY AND CHANGE. FOR THE END WILL RECEIVE A UNITARY EXISTENCE, JUST AS THE BEGINNING IS UNITARY, WHERE THERE IS NO MALE NOR FEMALE, NOR SLAVE AND FREE, NOR CIRCUMCISION AND UNCIRCUMCISION, NEITHER ANGEL NOR MAN, BUT CHRIST IS ALL IN ALL. WHAT IS THE FORM OF THE ONE WHO DID NOT EXIST AT FIRST? IT WILL BE FOUND THAT HE WILL EXIST. AND WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THE ONE WHO WAS A SLAVE? HE WILL TAKE A PLACE WITH A FREE MAN. FOR THEY WILL RECEIVE THE VISION MORE AND MORE BY NATURE AND NOT ONLY BY A LITTLE WORD, SO AS TO BELIEVE, ONLY THROUGH A VOICE, THAT THIS IS THE WAY IT IS, THAT THE RESTORATION TO THAT WHICH USED TO BE IS A UNITY. EVEN IF SOME ARE EXALTED BECAUSE OF THE ORGANIZATION, SINCE THEY HAVE BEEN APPOINTED AS CAUSES OF THE THINGS WHICH HAVE COME INTO BEING, SINCE THEY ARE MORE ACTIVE AS NATURAL FORCES, AND SINCE THEY ARE DESIRED BECAUSE OF THESE THINGS, ANGELS AND MEN WILL RECEIVE THE KINGDOM AND THE CONFIRMATION AND THE SALVATION. THESE, THEN, ARE THE CAUSES. ABOUT THE <ONE> WHO APPEARED IN FLESH, THEY BELIEVED WITHOUT ANY DOUBT THAT HE IS THE SON OF THE UNKNOWN GOD, WHO WAS NOT PREVIOUSLY SPOKEN OF, AND WHO COULD NOT BE SEEN. THEY ABANDONED THEIR GODS WHOM THEY HAD PREVIOUSLY WORSHIPPED, AND THE LORDS WHO ARE IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH. BEFORE HE HAD TAKEN THEM UP, AND WHILE HE WAS STILL A CHILD, THEY TESTIFIED THAT HE HAD ALREADY BEGUN TO PREACH. AND WHEN HE WAS IN THE TOMB AS A DEAD MAN THE ANGELS THOUGHT THAT HE WAS ALIVE, RECEIVING LIFE FROM THE ONE WHO HAD DIED. THEY FIRST DESIRED THEIR NUMEROUS SERVICES AND WONDERS, WHICH WERE IN THE TEMPLE ON THEIR BEHALF, TO BE PERFORMED CONTINUOUSLY <AS> THE CONFESSION. THAT IS, IT CAN BE DONE ON THEIR BEHALF THROUGH THEIR APPROACH TO HIM. THAT PREPARATION WHICH THEY DID NOT ACCEPT, THEY REJECTED, BECAUSE OF THE ONE WHO HAD NOT BEEN SENT FROM THAT PLACE, BUT THEY GRANTED TO CHRIST, OF WHOM THEY THOUGHT THAT HE EXISTS IN THAT PLACE FROM WHICH THEY HAD COME ALONG WITH HIM, A PLACE OF GODS AND LORDS WHOM THEY SERVED, WORSHIPPED, AND MINISTERED TO, IN THE NAMES WHICH THEY HAD RECEIVED ON LOAN. - THEY WERE GIVEN TO THE ONE WHO IS DESIGNATED BY THEM PROPERLY. - HOWEVER, AFTER HIS ASSUMPTION, THEY HAD THE EXPERIENCE TO KNOW THAT HE IS THEIR LORD, OVER WHOM NO ONE ELSE IS LORD. THEY GAVE HIM THEIR KINGDOMS; THEY ROSE FROM THEIR THRONES; THEY WERE KEPT FROM THEIR CROWNS. HE, HOWEVER, REVEALED HIMSELF TO THEM, FOR THE REASONS WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN OF: THEIR SALVATION AND THE RETURN TO A GOOD THOUGHT UNTIL [...] COMPANION AND THE ANGELS [...], AND THE ABUNDANCE OF GOOD WHICH THEY DID WITH IT. THUS, THEY WERE ENTRUSTED WITH THE SERVICES WHICH BENEFIT THE ELECT, BRINGING THEIR INIQUITY UP TO HEAVEN. THEY TESTED THEM ETERNALLY FOR THE LACK OF HUMILITY FROM THE INERRANCY OF THE CREATION, CONTINUING ON THEIR BEHALF UNTIL ALL COME TO LIFE AND LEAVE LIFE, WHILE THEIR BODIES REMAIN ON EARTH, SERVING ALL THEIR [...], SHARING WITH THEM IN THEIR SUFFERINGS AND PERSECUTIONS AND TRIBULATIONS, WHICH WERE BROUGHT UPON THE SAINTS IN EVERY PLACE. AS FOR THE SERVANTS OF THE EVIL <ONE>, THOUGH EVIL IS WORTHY OF DESTRUCTION, THEY ARE IN [...]. BUT BECAUSE OF THE [...] WHICH IS ABOVE ALL THE WORLDS, WHICH IS THEIR GOOD THOUGHT AND THE FELLOWSHIP, THE CHURCH WILL REMEMBER THEM AS GOOD FRIENDS AND FAITHFUL SERVANTS, ONCE SHE HAS RECEIVED REDEMPTION FROM THE ONE WHO GIVES REQUITAL. THEN THE GRACE WHICH IS IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER AND [...] IN HER HOUSE [...] IN THIS THOUGHT OF THE GIVING AND THE ONE WHO [...] CHRIST IS THE ONE WITH HER AND THE EXPECTATION OF THE FATHER OF THE TOTALITY, SINCE SHE WILL PRODUCE FOR THEM ANGELS AS GUIDES AND SERVANTS. THEY WILL THINK PLEASANT THOUGHTS. THEY ARE SERVICES FOR HER. SHE WILL GIVE THEM THEIR REQUITAL FOR ALL THAT WHICH THE AEONS WILL THINK ABOUT. HE IS AN EMANATION FROM THEM, SO THAT, JUST AS CHRIST DID HIS WILL WHICH HE BROUGHT FORTH AND EXALTED THE GREATNESSES OF THE CHURCH AND GAVE THEM TO HER, SO WILL SHE BE A THOUGHT FOR THESE. AND TO MEN HE GIVES THEIR ETERNAL DWELLING PLACES, IN WHICH THEY WILL DWELL, LEAVING BEHIND THE ATTRACTION TOWARD THE DEFECT, WHILE THE POWER OF THE PLEROMA PULLS THEM UP IN THE GREATNESS OF THE GENEROSITY AND THE SWEETNESS OF THE AEON WHICH PRE-EXISTS. THIS IS THE NATURE OF THE ENTIRE BEGETTING OF THOSE WHOM HE HAD WHEN HE SHONE ON THEM IN A LIGHT WHICH HE REVEALED [...]. JUST AS HIS [...] WHICH WILL BE [...], SO TOO HIS LORD, WHILE THE CHANGE ALONE IS IN THOSE WHO HAVE CHANGED. (6 LINES MISSING) ...WHICH [...] BY HIM [...] SAID, WHILE THE HYLICS WILL REMAIN UNTIL THE END FOR DESTRUCTION, SINCE THEY WILL NOT GIVE FORTH FOR THEIR NAMES, IF THEY WOULD RETURN ONCE AGAIN TO THAT WHICH WILL NOT BE. AS THEY WERE [...] THEY WERE NOT [...] BUT THEY WERE OF USE (IN THE) TIME THAT THEY WERE (IN IT) AMONG THEM, ALTHOUGH THEY WERE NOT [...] AT FIRST. IF [...] TO DO SOMETHING ELSE CONCERNING THE CONTROL WHICH THEY HAVE OF THE PREPARATION, [...] BEFORE THEM. - FOR THOUGH I CONTINUALLY USE THESE WORDS, I HAVE NOT UNDERSTOOD HIS MEANING. - SOME ELDERS [...] HIM GREATNESS. (6 LINES MISSING) ...ALL [...] ANGELS [...] WORD AND THE SOUND OF A TRUMPET, HE WILL PROCLAIM THE GREAT COMPLETE AMNESTY FROM THE BEAUTEOUS EAST, IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER, WHICH IS THE LOVE OF GOD THE FATHER [...], ACCORDING TO THE POWER WHICH [...] OF THE GREATNESS [...], THE SWEETNESS OF THE [...] OF HIM, SINCE HE REVEALS HIMSELF TO THE GREATNESSES [...] HIS GOODNESS [...] THE PRAISE, THE DOMINION, AND THE GLORY THROUGH [...] THE LORD, THE SAVIOR, THE REDEEMER OF ALL THOSE BELONGING TO THE ONE FILLED WITH LOVE, THROUGH HIS HOLY SPIRIT, FROM NOW THROUGH ALL GENERATIONS FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.  
A VALENTINIAN EXPOSITION
[...] ENTER [...] THE ABUNDANCE [...] THOSE WHO [...] I WILL SPEAK MY MYSTERY TO THOSE WHO ARE MINE AND TO THOSE WHO WILL BE MINE. MOREOVER, IT IS THESE WHO HAVE KNOWN HIM WHO IS, THE FATHER, THAT IS, THE ROOT OF THE ALL, THE INEFFABLE ONE WHO DWELLS IN THE MONAD. HE DWELLS ALONE IN SILENCE, AND SILENCE IS TRANQUILITY SINCE, AFTER ALL, HE WAS A MONAD AND NO ONE WAS BEFORE HIM. HE DWELLS IN THE DYAD AND IN THE PAIR, AND HIS PAIR IS SILENCE. AND HE POSSESSED THE ALL DWELLING WITHIN HIM. AND AS FOR INTENTION AND PERSISTENCE, LOVE AND PERMANENCE, THEY ARE INDEED UNBEGOTTEN. GOD CAME FORTH: THE SON, MIND OF THE ALL, THAT IS, IT IS FROM THE ROOT OF THE ALL THAT EVEN HIS THOUGHT STEMS, SINCE HE HAD THIS ONE (THE SON) IN MIND. FOR ON BEHALF OF THE ALL, HE RECEIVED AN ALIEN THOUGHT SINCE THERE WERE NOTHING BEFORE HIM. FROM THAT PLACE IT IS HE WHO MOVED [...] A GUSHING SPRING. NOW THIS IS THE ROOT OF THE ALL AND MONAD WITHOUT ANY ONE BEFORE HIM. NOW THE SECOND SPRING EXISTS IN SILENCE AND SPEAKS WITH HIM ALONE. AND THE FOURTH ACCORDINGLY IS HE WHO RESTRICTED HIMSELF IN THE FOURTH: WHILE DWELLING IN THE THREE-HUNDRED-SIXTIETH, HE FIRST BROUGHT HIMSELF (FORTH), AND IN THE SECOND HE REVEALED HIS WILL, AND IN THE FOURTH HE SPREAD HIMSELF OUT. WHILE THESE THINGS ARE DUE TO THE ROOT OF THE ALL, LET US FOR OUR PART ENTER HIS REVELATION AND HIS GOODNESS AND HIS DESCENT AND THE ALL, THAT IS, THE SON, THE FATHER OF THE ALL, AND THE MIND OF THE SPIRIT; FOR HE WAS POSSESSING THIS ONE BEFORE [...]. HE IS A SPRING. HE IS ONE WHO APPEARS IN SILENCE, AND HE IS MIND OF THE ALL DWELLING SECONDARILY WITH LIFE. FOR HE IS THE PROJECTOR OF THE ALL AND THE VERY HYPOSTASIS OF THE FATHER, THAT IS, HE IS THE THOUGHT AND HIS DESCENT BELOW. WHEN HE WILLED, THE FIRST FATHER REVEALED HIMSELF IN HIM. SINCE, AFTER ALL, BECAUSE OF HIM THE REVELATION IS AVAILABLE TO THE ALL, I FOR MY PART CALL THE ALL 'THE DESIRE OF THE ALL'. AND HE TOOK SUCH A THOUGHT CONCERNING THE ALL - I FOR MY PART CALL THE THOUGHT 'MONOGENES'. FOR NOW, GOD HAS BROUGHT TRUTH, THE ONE WHO GLORIFIES THE ROOT OF THE ALL. THUS, IT IS HE WHO REVEALED HIMSELF IN MONOGENES, AND IN HIM HE REVEALED THE INEFFABLE ONE [...] THE TRUTH. THEY SAW HIM DWELLING IN THE MONAD AND IN THE DYAD AND IN THE TETRAD. HE FIRST BROUGHT FORTH MONOGENES AND LIMIT. AND LIMIT IS THE SEPARATOR OF THE ALL AND THE CONFIRMATION OF THE ALL, SINCE THEY ARE [...] THE HUNDRED [...]. HE IS THE MIND [...] THE SON. HE IS COMPLETELY INEFFABLE TO THE ALL, AND HE IS THE CONFIRMATION AND THE HYPOSTASIS OF THE ALL, THE SILENT VEIL, THE TRUE HIGH PRIEST, THE ONE WHO HAS THE AUTHORITY TO ENTER THE HOLIES OF HOLIES, REVEALING THE GLORY OF THE AEONS AND BRINGING FORTH THE ABUNDANCE TO <FRAGRANCE>. THE EAST [...] THAT IS IN HIM. HE IS THE ONE WHO REVEALED HIMSELF AS THE PRIMAL SANCTUARY AND THE TREASURY OF THE ALL. AND HE ENCOMPASSED THE ALL, HE WHO IS HIGHER THAN THE ALL. THESE FOR THEIR PART SENT CHRIST FORTH TO ESTABLISH HER JUST AS THEY WERE ESTABLISHED BEFORE HER DESCENT. AND THEY SAY CONCERNING HIM: [...] HE IS NOT MANIFEST, BUT INVISIBLE TO THOSE REMAINING WITHIN LIMIT. AND HE POSSESSES FOUR POWERS: A SEPARATOR AND A CONFIRMOR, A FORM-PROVIDER AND A SUBSTANCE-PRODUCER. SURELY, WE ALONE WOULD DISCERN THEIR PRESENCES AND THE TIME AND THE PLACES WHICH THE LIKENESSES HAVE CONFIRMED BECAUSE THEY HAVE [...] FROM THESE PLACES [...] THE LOVE [...] IS EMANATED [...] THE ENTIRE PLEROMA [...]. THE PERSISTENCE ENDURES ALWAYS, AND [...] FOR ALSO [...] THE TIME [...] MORE [...] THAT IS, THE PROOF OF HIS GREAT LOVE. SO WHY A SEPARATOR, AND A CONFIRMOR AND A SUBSTANCE-PRODUCER AND A FORM-PROVIDER AS OTHERS HAVE SAID? FOR THEY SAY CONCERNING LIMIT THAT HE HAS TWO POWERS, A SEPARATOR AND A CONFIRMOR, SINCE IT SEPARATES DEPTH FROM THE AEONS, IN ORDER THAT [...]. THESE, THEN [...] OF DEPTH [...]. FOR [...] IS THE FORM [...] THE FATHER OF THE TRUTH [...] SAY THAT CHRIST [...] THE SPIRIT [...] MONOGENES [...] HAS [...]. IT IS A GREAT AND NECESSARY THING FOR US TO SEEK WITH MORE DILIGENCE AND PERSEVERANCE AFTER THE SCRIPTURES AND THOSE WHO PROCLAIM THE CONCEPTS. FOR ABOUT THIS THE ANCIENTS SAY, "THEY WERE PROCLAIMED BY GOD." SO, LET US KNOW HIS UNFATHOMABLE RICHNESS! HE WANTED [...] SERVITUDE. HE DID NOT BECOME [...] OF THEIR LIFE [...]. THEY LOOK STEADFASTLY AT THEIR BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE AND THEY REGARD ONE ANOTHER`S APPEARANCE. THAT, TETRAD PROJECTED THE TETRAD WHICH IS THE ONE CONSISTING OF WORD AND LIFE AND MAN AND CHURCH. NOW THE UNCREATED ONE PROJECTED WORD AND LIFE. WORD IS FOR THE GLORY OF THE INEFFABLE ONE WHILE LIFE IS FOR THE GLORY OF SILENCE, AND MAN IS FOR HIS OWN GLORY, WHILE CHURCH IS FOR THE GLORY OF TRUTH. THIS, THEN, IS THE TETRAD BEGOTTEN ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF THE UNCREATED (TETRAD). AND THE TETRAD IS BEGOTTEN [...] THE DECAD FROM WORD AND LIFE, AND THE DODECAD FROM MAN, AND CHURCH BECAME A TRIACONTAD. MOREOVER, IT IS THE ONE FROM THE TRIACONTAD OF THE AEONS WHO BEAR FRUIT FROM THE TRIACONTRAD. THEY ENTER JOINTLY, BUT THEY COME FORTH SINGLY, FLEEING FROM THE AEONS AND THE UNCONTAINABLE ONES. AND THE UNCONTAINABLE ONES, ONCE THEY HAD LOOKED AT HIM, GLORIFIED MIND SINCE HE IS AN UNCONTAINABLE ONE THAT EXISTS IN THE PLEROMA. BUT THE DECAD FROM WORD AND LIFE BROUGHT FORTH DECADS SO AS TO MAKE THE PLEROMA BECOME A HUNDRED, AND THE DODECAD FROM MAN AND CHURCH BROUGHT FORTH AND MADE THE TRIACONTAD SO AS TO MAKE THE THREE HUNDRED SIXTY BECOME THE PLEROMA OF THE YEAR. AND THE YEAR OF THE LORD [...PERFECT...] PERFECT [...] ACCORDING TO [...] LIMIT AND [...] LIMIT [...] THE GREATNESS WHICH [...] THE GOODNESS [...] HIM. LIFE [...] SUFFER [...] BY THE FACE [...] IN THE PRESENCE OF THE PLEROMA [...] WHICH HE WANTED [...]. AND HE WANTED TO LEAVE THE THIRTIETH - BEING A SZYGY OF MAN AND CHURCH, THAT IS, SOPHIA - TO SURPASS THE TRIACONTAD AND BRING THE PLEROMA [...] HIS [...] BUT [...] AND SHE [...] THE ALL [...] BUT [...] WHO [...] THE ALL [...]. HE MADE [...] THE THOUGHTS AND [...] THE PLEROMA THROUGH THE WORD [...] HIS FLESH. THESE, THEN, ARE THE AEONS THAT ARE LIKE THEM. AFTER THE WORD ENTERED IT, JUST AS I SAID BEFORE, ALSO THE ONE WHO COMES TO BE WITH THE UNCONTAINABLE ONE BROUGHT FORTH [...] BEFORE THEY [...] FORTH [...] HIDE HIM FROM [...] THE SYZYGY AND [...] THE MOVEMENT AND [...] PROJECT THE CHRIST [...] AND THE SEEDS [...] OF THE CROSS SINCE [...] THE IMPRINTS OF THE NAIL WOUND [...] PERFECTION. SINCE IT IS A PERFECT FORM THAT SHOULD ASCEND INTO THE PLEROMA, HE DID NOT AT ALL WANT TO CONSENT TO THE SUFFERING, BUT HE WAS DETAINED [...] HIM BY LIMIT, THAT IS, BY THE SYZYGY, SINCE HER CORRECTION WILL NOT OCCUR THROUGH ANYONE EXCEPT HER OWN SON, WHOSE ALONE IS THE FULLNESS OF DIVINITY. HE WILLED WITHIN HIMSELF BODILY TO LEAVE THE POWERS AND HE DESCENDED. AND THESE THINGS (PASSIONS) SOPHIA SUFFERED AFTER HER SON ASCENDED FROM HER, FOR SHE KNEW THAT SHE DWELT IN A [...] IN UNITY AND RESTORATION. THEY WERE STOPPED [...] THE BRETHREN [...] THESE. A [...] DID NOT [...]. I BECAME [...]. WHO INDEED ARE THEY? THE [...], ON THE ONE HAND, STOPPED HER [...], ON THE OTHER HAND, [...]. WITH THE [...] HER. THESE MOREOVER ARE THOSE WHO WERE LOOKING AT ME, THESE WHO, [...] THESE WHO CONSIDERED [...] THE DEATH. THEY WERE STOPPED [...] HER AND SHE REPENTED AND SHE BESOUGHT THE FATHER OF THE TRUTH, SAYING, "GRANTED THAT I HAVE RENOUNCED MY CONSORT. THEREFORE, I AM BEYOND CONFIRMATION AS WELL. I DESERVE THE THINGS (PASSIONS) I SUFFER. I USED TO DWELL IN THE PLEROMA PUTTING FORTH THE AEONS AND BEARING FRUIT WITH MY CONSORT" AND SHE KNEW WHAT SHE WAS AND WHAT HAD BECOME OF HER. SO, THEY BOTH SUFFERED; THEY SAID SHE LAUGHS SINCE SHE REMAINED ALONE AND IMITATED THE UNCONTAINABLE ONE, WHILE HE SAID SHE LAUGHS SINCE SHE CUT HERSELF OFF FROM HER CONSORT. [...] INDEED JESUS AND SOPHIA REVEALED THE CREATURE. SINCE, AFTER ALL, THE SEEDS OF SOPHIA ARE INCOMPLETE AND FORMLESS, JESUS CONTRIVED A CREATURE OF THIS SORT AND MADE IT OF THE SEEDS WHILE SOPHIA WORKED WITH HIM. FOR SINCE THEY ARE SEEDS AND WITHOUT FORM, HE DESCENDED AND BROUGHT FORTH THAT PLEROMA OF AEONS WHICH ARE IN THAT PLACE, SINCE EVEN THE UNCREATED ONES OF THOSE AEONS ARE OF THE PATTERN OF THE PLEROMA AND THE UNCONTAINABLE FATHER. THE UNCREATED ONE BROUGHT FORTH THE PATTERN OF THE UNCREATED, FOR IT IS FROM THE UNCREATED THAT THE FATHER BRINGS FORTH INTO FORM. BUT THE CREATURE IS A SHADOW OF PREEXISTING THINGS. MOREOVER, THIS JESUS CREATED THE CREATURE, AND HE WORKED FROM THE PASSIONS SURROUNDING THE SEEDS. AND HE SEPARATED THEM FROM ONE ANOTHER, AND THE BETTER PASSIONS HE INTRODUCED INTO THE SPIRIT AND THE WORSE ONES INTO THE CARNAL. NOW, FIRST AMONG ALL THOSE PASSIONS [...] NOR [...] HIM, SINCE, AFTER ALL, PRONOIA CAUSED THE CORRECTION TO PROJECT SHADOWS AND IMAGES OF THOSE WHO EXIST FROM THE FIRST AND THOSE WHO ARE AND THOSE WHO SHALL BE. THIS, THEN, IS THE DISPENSATION OF BELIEVING IN JESUS FOR THE SAKE OF HIM WHO INSCRIBED THE ALL WITH LIKENESSES AND IMAGES AND SHADOWS. AFTER JESUS BROUGHT FORTH FURTHER, HE BROUGHT FORTH FOR THE ALL THOSE OF THE PLEROMA AND OF THE SYZYGY, THAT IS, THE ANGELS. FOR SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE AGREEMENT OF THE PLEROMA HER CONSORT PROJECTED THE ANGELS, SINCE HE ABIDES IN THE WILL OF THE FATHER. FOR THIS IS THE WILL OF THE FATHER: NOT TO ALLOW ANYTHING TO HAPPEN IN THE PLEROMA APART FROM A SYZYGY. AGAIN, THE WILL OF THE FATHER IS: ALWAYS PRODUCE AND BEAR FRUIT. THAT SHE SHOULD SUFFER, THEN, WAS NOT THE WILL OF THE FATHER, FOR SHE DWELLS IN HERSELF ALONE WITHOUT HER CONSORT. LET US [...] ANOTHER ONE [...] THE SECOND [...] THE SON OF ANOTHER [...] IS THE TETRAD OF THE WORLD. AND THAT TETRAD PUT FORTH FRUIT AS IF THE PLEROMA OF THE WORLD WERE A HEBDOMAD. AND IT ENTERED IMAGES AND LIKENESSES AND ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS, DIVINITIES AND MINISTERS. WHEN ALL THESE THINGS WERE BROUGHT TO PASS BY PRONOIA [...] OF JESUS WHO [...] THE SEEDS [...] OF MONOGENES [...]. INDEED, THEY ARE SPIRITUAL AND CARNAL, THE HEAVENLY AND THE EARTHLY. HE MADE THEM A PLACE OF THIS SORT AND A SCHOOL OF THIS SORT FOR DOCTRINE AND FOR FORM. MOREOVER, THE DEMIURGE BEGAN TO CREATE A MAN ACCORDING TO HIS IMAGE ON THE ONE HAND AND ON THE OTHER ACCORDING TO THE LIKENESS OF THOSE WHO EXIST FROM THE FIRST. IT WAS THIS SORT OF DWELLING PLACE THAT SHE USED FOR THE SEEDS, NAMELY [... SEPARATE ...] GOD. WHEN THEY [...] IN BEHALF OF MAN, SINCE INDEED THE DEVIL IS ONE OF THE DIVINE BEINGS. HE REMOVED HIMSELF AND SEIZED THE ENTIRE PLAZA OF THE GATES AND HE EXPELLED HIS OWN ROOT FROM THAT PLACE IN THE BODY AND CARCASSES OF FLESH, FOR HE IS ENVELOPED BY THE MAN OF GOD. AND ADAM SOWED HIM. THEREFORE, HE ACQUIRED SONS WHO ANGERED ONE ANOTHER. AND CAIN KILLED ABEL HIS BROTHER, FOR THE DEMIURGE BREATHED INTO THEM HIS SPIRIT. AND THERE TOOK PLACE THE STRUGGLE WITH THE APOSTASY OF THE ANGELS AND MANKIND, THOSE OF THE RIGHT WITH THOSE OF THE LEFT, THOSE IN HEAVEN WITH THOSE ON EARTH, THE SPIRITS WITH THE CARNAL, AND THE DEVIL AGAINST GOD. THEREFORE, THE ANGELS LUSTED AFTER THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN AND CAME DOWN TO FLESH SO THAT GOD WOULD CAUSE A FLOOD. AND HE ALMOST REGRETTED THAT HE HAD CREATED THE WORLD [...] THE CONSORT AND SOPHIA AND HER SON AND THE ANGELS AND THE SEEDS. BUT THE SYZYGY IS THE COMPLETE ONE, AND SOPHIA AND JESUS AND THE ANGELS AND THE SEEDS ARE IMAGES OF THE PLEROMA. MOREOVER, THE DEMIURGE CAST A SHADOW OVER THE SYZYGY AND THE PLEROMA AND JESUS AND SOPHIA AND THE ANGELS AND THE SEEDS. THE COMPLETE ONE GLORIFIES SOPHIA; THE IMAGE GLORIFIES TRUTH. AND THE GLORY OF THE SEEDS AND JESUS ARE THOSE OF SILENCE AND MONOGENES. AND THE ANGELS OF THE MALES AND THE SEMINAL ONES OF THE FEMALES ARE ALL PLEROMAS. MOREOVER, WHENEVER SOPHIA RECEIVES HER CONSORT AND JESUS RECEIVES THE CHRIST AND THE SEEDS AND THE ANGELS, THEN THE PLEROMA WILL RECEIVE SOPHIA JOYFULLY, AND THE ALL WILL COME TO BE IN UNITY AND RECONCILIATION. FOR BY THIS THE AEONS HAVE BEEN INCREASED; FOR THEY KNEW THAT SHOULD THEY CHANGE, THEY ARE WITHOUT CHANGE.   
ZOSTRIANOS
 [...] OF THE [...] THE WORDS [...] LIVE FOREVER, THESE I [...] ZOSTRIANOS [...] AND [...] AND IOLAOS, WHEN I WAS IN THE WORLD FOR THESE LIKE ME AND [THOSE] AFTER ME, [THE] LIVING ELECT. AS GOD LIVES, [...] THE TRUTH WITH TRUTH AND KNOWLEDGE AND ETERNAL LIGHT. AFTER I PARTED FROM THE SOMATIC DARKNESS IN ME AND THE PSYCHIC CHAOS IN MIND AND THE FEMININE DESIRE [...] IN THE DARKNESS, I DID NOT USE IT AGAIN. AFTER I FOUND THE INFINITE PART OF MY MATTER, THEN I REPROVED THE DEAD CREATION WITHIN ME AND THE DIVINE COSMOCRATER OF THE PERCEPTIBLE (WORLD) BY PREACHING POWERFULLY ABOUT THE ALL TO THOSE WITH ALIEN PARTS. ALTHOUGH I TRIED THEIR WAYS FOR A LITTLE WHILE AFTER THE NECESSITY OF BEGETTING BROUGHT ME TO THE REVEALED, I WAS NEVER PLEASED WITH THEM, BUT I ALWAYS SEPARATED MYSELF FROM THEM BECAUSE I CAME INTO BEING THROUGH A HOLY [...], YET MIXED. WHEN I HAD SET STRAIGHT MY SINLESS SOUL, THEN I STRENGTHENED 2 THE INTELLECTUAL [...] AND I [...] IN THE [...] OF MY GOD [...] [...] I HAVING DONE [...] GROW STRONG IN A HOLY SPIRIT HIGHER THAN GOD. IT [CAME] UPON ME ALONE AS I WAS SETTING MYSELF STRAIGHT, [AND] I SAW THE PERFECT CHILD [...] [...]. WITH HIM WHO [...] MANY TIMES AND MANY WAYS [HE] APPEARED TO ME AS A LOVING FATHER, WHEN I WAS SEEKING THE MALE FATHER OF ALL (WHO ARE) IN THOUGHT, PERCEPTION, (IN) FORM, RACE, [REGION ...], (IN) AN ALL WHICH RESTRAINS AND IS RESTRAINED, (IN) A BODY YET WITHOUT A BODY, (IN) ESSENCE, MATTER AND [THOSE THAT] BELONG TO ALL THESE. IT IS WITH THEM AND THE GOD OF THE UNBORN KALYPTOS AND THE POWER [IN] THEM ALL THAT EXISTENCE IS MIXED. (ABOUT) EXISTENCE: HOW DO THOSE WHO EXIST, BEING FROM THE AEON OF THOSE WHO EXIST, (COME) FROM AN INVISIBLE, UNDIVIDED AND SELF-BEGOTTEN SPIRIT? ARE THEY THREE UNBORN IMAGES HAVING AN ORIGIN BETTER THAN EXISTENCE, EXISTING PRIOR [TO] ALL [THESE], YET HAVING BECOME THE [WORLD ...]? HOW ARE THOSE OPPOSITE IT AND ALL THESE 3 [...] GOOD, HE AND AN EXCUSE. WHAT IS THAT ONE"S PLACE? WHAT IS HIS ORIGIN? HOW DOES THE ONE FROM HIM EXIST FOR HIM AND ALL THESE? HOW [DOES HE COME INTO EXISTENCE] AS A SIMPLE ONE, DIFFERING [FROM] HIMSELF? DOES HE EXIST AS EXISTENCE, FORM, AND BLESSEDNESS? BY GIVING STRENGTH IS HE ALIVE WITH LIFE? HOW HAS THE EXISTENCE WHICH DOES NOT EXIST APPEARED FROM AN EXISTING POWER? I PONDERED THESE THINGS TO UNDERSTAND THEM; ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF MY RACE I KEPT BRINGING THEM UP TO THE GOD OF MY FATHERS. I KEPT PRAISING THEM ALL, FOR MY FOREFATHERS AND FATHERS WHO SOUGHT FOUND. AS FOR ME, I DID NOT CEASE SEEKING A RESTING PLACE WORTHY OF MY SPIRIT, SINCE I WAS NOT YET BOUND IN THE PERCEPTIBLE WORLD. THEN, AS I WAS DEEPLY TROUBLED AND GLOOMY BECAUSE OF THE DISCOURAGEMENT WHICH ENCOMPASSED ME, I DARED TO ACT AND TO DELIVER MYSELF TO THE WILD BEASTS OF THE DESERT FOR A VIOLENT DEATH. THERE STOOD BEFORE ME THE ANGEL OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF ETERNAL LIGHT. HE SAID TO ME, "ZOSTRIANOS, WHY HAVE YOU GONE MAD AS IF YOU WERE IGNORANT OF THE GREAT ETERNALS 4 WHO ARE ABOVE? [...] YOU [...] [...] SAY ALSO [...] THAT YOU ARE NOW SAVED, [...] [...] IN ETERNAL DEATH, NOR [...] [...] THOSE WHOM YOU KNOW IN ORDER TO [...] SAVE OTHERS, [NAMELY] MY FATHER"S CHOSEN ELECT? [DO YOU] [SUPPOSE] THAT YOU ARE THE FATHER OF [YOUR RACE ...] OR THAT IOLAOS IS YOUR FATHER, A [...] ANGEL OF GOD [...] YOU THROUGH HOLY MEN? COME AND PASS THROUGH EACH OF THESE. YOU WILL RETURN TO THEM ANOTHER [TIME] TO PREACH TO A LIVING [RACE ...] AND TO SAVE THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY, AND TO STRENGTHEN THE ELECT, BECAUSE THE STRUGGLE OF THE AEON IS GREAT BUT ONE"S TIME IN THIS WORLD IS SHORT." WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS [TO ME], I VERY QUICKLY AND VERY GLADLY WENT UP WITH HIM TO A GREAT LIGHT-CLOUD. I CAST MY BODY UPON THE EARTH TO BE GUARDED BY GLORIES. I WAS RESCUED FROM THE WHOLE WORLD AND THE THIRTEEN AEONS IN IT AND THEIR ANGELIC BEINGS. THEY DID NOT SEE US, BUT THEIR ARCHON WAS DISTURBED AT [OUR] PASSAGE, FOR THE LIGHT-CLOUD 5 [...] IT IS BETTER THAN EVERY [WORLDLY ...] ONE. ITS BEAUTY IS INEFFABLE. WITH STRENGTH IT PROVIDES LIGHT [GUIDING] PURE SPIRITS AS A SPIRIT-SAVIOR AND AN INTELLECTUAL WORD, [NOT] LIKE THOSE IN THE WORLD [...] WITH CHANGEABLE MATTER AND AN UPSETTING WORD. THEN I KNEW THAT THE POWER IN ME WAS SET OVER THE DARKNESS BECAUSE IT CONTAINED THE WHOLE LIGHT. I WAS BAPTIZED THERE, AND I RECEIVED THE IMAGE OF THE GLORIES THERE. I BECAME LIKE ONE OF THEM. I LEFT THE AIRY-[EARTH] AND PASSED BY THE COPIES OF THE AEONS, AFTER WASHING THERE SEVEN TIMES [IN] LIVING [WATER], ONCE FOR EACH [OF THE] AEONS. I DID NOT CEASE UNTIL [I SAW] ALL THE WATERS. I ASCENDED TO THE EXILE WHICH REALLY EXISTS. I WAS BAPTIZED AND [...] WORLD. I ASCENDED TO THE REPENTANCE WHICH REALLY EXISTS [AND WAS] BAPTIZED THERE FOUR TIMES. I PASSED BY THE 6 SIXTH AEON. I ASCENDED TO THE [...] I STOOD THERE AFTER HAVING SEEN LIGHT FROM THE TRUTH WHICH REALLY EXISTS, FROM ITS SELF-BEGOTTEN ROOT, AND GREAT ANGELS AND GLORIES, [...] NUMBER. I WAS BAPTIZED IN THE [NAME OF] THE DIVINE AUTOGENES BY THOSE POWERS WHICH ARE [UPON] LIVING WATERS, MICHAR AND MICHEUS. I WAS PURIFIED BY [THE] GREAT BARPHARANGES. THEN THEY [REVEALED] THEMSELVES TO ME AND WROTE ME IN GLORY. I WAS SEALED BY THOSE WHO ARE ON THESE POWERS, [MICHAR] MI[CH]EUS, SELDAO, ELENOS AND ZOGENETHLOS. I BECAME A ROOTSEEING ANGEL AND STOOD UPON THE FIRST AEON WHICH IS THE FOURTH. WITH THE SOULS I BLESSED THE DIVINE AUTOGENES AND THE FOREFATHER GERADAMAS, [AN EYE OF] THE AUTOGENES, THE FIRST PERFECT [MAN], AND SETH EMMACHA SETH, THE SON OF ADAMAS, THE [FATHER OF] THE [IMMOVABLE RACE...] AND THE [FOUR] [LIGHTS...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) MIROTHEA, THE MOTHER [...] [...] AND PROPHANIA [...] OF THE LIGHTS AND DE-[...] 7 [...] I WAS [BAPTIZED] FOR THE SECOND TIME IN THE NAME OF THE DIVINE AUTOGENES BY THESE SAME POWERS. I BECAME AN ANGEL OF THE MALE RACE. I STOOD UPON THE SECOND AEON WHICH IS THE THIRD, WITH THE SONS OF SETH I BLESSED EACH OF THEM. I WAS BAPTIZED FOR THE THIRD TIME IN THE NAME OF THE DIVINE AUTOGENES BY EACH OF THESE POWERS. I BECAME A HOLY ANGEL. I STOOD UPON THE THIRD AEON WHICH IS THE SECOND. I BLESSED EACH OF THEM. I WAS BAPTIZED FOR THE FOURTH TIME BY [EACH OF] THESE POWERS. I BECAME [A] PERFECT [ANGEL] [I STOOD UPON] THE FOURTH AEON [WHICH IS THE FIRST], AND [I BLESSED EACH OF THEM.] THEN I SOUGHT [...] I SAID [...] I [...] OF [...] I (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] WHY [...] [...] WITH POWER [...] ABOUT THEM IN ANOTHER WAY IN THE REPORTS 8 OF MEN? ARE THESE THEIR POWERS? OR, ARE THESE THE ONES, BUT THEIR NAMES DIFFER FROM ONE ANOTHER? ARE THERE SOULS DIFFERENT FROM SOULS? WHY ARE PEOPLE DIFFERENT FROM ONE ANOTHER? WHAT AND IN WHAT WAY ARE THEY HUMAN?" THE GREAT RULER ON HIGH, AUTHROUNIOS, SAID TO ME, "ARE YOU ASKING ABOUT THOSE WHOM YOU HAVE PASSED BY? AND ABOUT THIS AIRY-EARTH, WHY IT HAS A COSMIC MODEL? AND ABOUT THE AEON COPIES, HOW MANY THERE ARE, AND, WHY THEY ARE [NOT] IN PAIN? AND, ABOUT EXILE AND REPENTANCE AND THE CREATION OF THE [AEONS] AND THE WORLD WHICH [...] REALLY [...] YOU, ABOUT [...] ME, THEM [...] NOR [...] YOU [...] INVISIBLE [SPIRIT ...] AND THE [...] OF [...] (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) AND [...] [...] WHEN I [...] 9 THE GREAT RULER ON HIGH, AUTHROUNIOS, SAID TO ME, "THE AIRY-EARTH CAME INTO BEING BY A WORD, YET IT IS THE BEGOTTEN AND PERISHABLE ONES WHOM IT REVEALS BY ITS INDESTRUCTIBILITY. IN REGARD TO THE COMING OF THE GREAT JUDGES, (THEY CAME) SO AS NOT TO TASTE PERCEPTION AND TO BE ENCLOSED IN CREATION, AND WHEN THEY CAME UPON IT AND SAW THROUGH IT THE WORKS OF THE WORLD, THEY CONDEMNED ITS RULER TO DEATH BECAUSE HE WAS A MODEL OF THE WORLD, A [...] AND AN ORIGIN OF MATTER BEGOTTEN OF LOST DARKNESS. WHEN SOPHIA LOOKED AT [...] THEM SHE PRODUCED THE DARKNESS, AS SHE [... SHE] IS BESIDE THE [... HE IS A] MODEL [...] OF ESSENCE [...] FORM [...] TO AN IMAGE [...] I [...] THE ALL (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] DARKNESS [...] [...] SAY [...] POWERS [... AEONS] OF [CREATION ...] TO SEE ANY OF THE ETERNAL ONES. 10 HE SAW A REFLECTION. IN RELATION TO THE REFLECTION WHICH HE SAW IN IT, HE CREATED THE WORLD. WITH A REFLECTION OF A REFLECTION HE WORKED AT PRODUCING THE WORLD, AND THEN EVEN THE REFLECTION BELONGING TO VISIBLE REALITY WAS TAKEN FROM HIM. BUT TO SOPHIA A PLACE OF REST WAS GIVEN IN EXCHANGE FOR HER REPENTANCE. THUS, THERE WAS IN HER NO PRIOR REFLECTION, PURE IN ITSELF BEFOREHAND. AFTER THEY HAD ALREADY COME INTO BEING THROUGH IT, HE USED HIS IMAGINATION (AND) PRODUCED THE REMAINDER, FOR THE IMAGE OF SOPHIA WAS ALWAYS BEING LOST BECAUSE HER COUNTENANCE WAS DECEIVING. BUT THE ARCHON [...] AND MADE A BODY WHICH [...] CONCERNING HE GREATER [...] DOWN [...] WHEN I SAW [...] TO THE HEART [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) HE HAVING [...] (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) PERFECT THROUGH [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] THROUGH HIM, AS HE 11 [REVEALED] THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WORLD BY HIS [IMMUTABILITY]. IT IS IN THE FOLLOWING WAY THAT THE COPIES OF THE AEONS EXIST. THEY HAVE NOT OBTAINED A SINGLE POWER"S SHAPE. IT IS ETERNAL GLORIES THAT THEY POSSESS, AND THEY DWELL IN THE JUDGMENT SEATS OF EACH OF THE POWERS. BUT WHEN SOULS ARE ILLUMINATED BY THE LIGHT IN THEM AND (BY) THE MODEL WHICH OFTEN COMES INTO BEING IN THEM WITHOUT SUFFERING, SHE DID NOT THINK THAT SHE SAW [...] AND THE ETERNAL [...] IN THE BLESSED [...] EACH SINGLE ONE [...] EACH OF [...] LIGHT [... ALL], AND SHE [...] WHOLE, AND SHE [...] AND A [...] AND SHE [...] SHE WHO (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) OF REPENTANCE. [SOULS] 12 ARE LOCATED ACCORDING TO THE POWER THEY HAVE IN THEMSELVES, [...] LOWER ARE PRODUCED BY THE COPIES. THOSE WHO RECEIVE A MODEL OF THEIR SOULS ARE STILL IN THE WORLD. THEY CAME INTO BEING AFTER THE DEPARTURE OF THE AEONS, ONE BY ONE, AND THEY ARE REMOVED ONE BY ONE FROM THE COPY OF EXILE TO THE EXILE THAT REALLY EXISTS, FROM THE COPY OF REPENTANCE TO THE REPENTANCE THAT REALLY EXISTS, [AND FROM THE] COPY OF AUTOGENES TO [THE AUTOGENES] THAT REALLY EXISTS. THE REMAINDER [...] THE SOULS [...] EXIST IN A [...] ALL [...] OF AEONS [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) AND [...] [THROUGH...] THE [...] (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) OF [...] THESE [...] 13 [BLESSED THE] GOD ABOVE, THE GREAT AEONS, THE UNBORN KALYPTOS, THE GREAT MALE PROTOPHANES, THE PERFECT CHILD WHO IS HIGHER THAN GOD, AND HIS EYE, PIGERADAMAS. I CALLED UPON THE CHILD OF THE CHILD, EPHESECH. HE STOOD BEFORE ME AND SAID, "O ANGEL OF GOD, O SON OF THE FATHER, [...] THE PERFECT MAN. WHY ARE YOU CALLING ON ME AND ASKING ABOUT THOSE THINGS WHICH YOU KNOW, AS THOUGH YOU WERE [IGNORANT] OF THEM?" AND I SAID, "I HAVE ASKED ABOUT THE MIXTURE [...] IT IS PERFECT AND GIVES [...] THERE IS POWER WHICH [HAS ... THOSE] IN WHICH WE RECEIVE BAPTISM [...] THESE NAMES ARE [DIFFERENT ...] AND WHY [...] FROM ONE [...] IN THE [... FROM] OTHERS [...] MEN [...DIFFERENT]  (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 14 HE SAID, "[ZOST]RIANOS, LISTEN ABOUT THESE [...] FOR THE FIRST [...] ORIGINS ARE THREE BECAUSE THEY HAVE APPEARED IN A SINGLE ORIGIN [OF] THE BARBELO AEON, NOT LIKE SOME ORIGINS AND POWERS, NOR LIKE (ONE) FROM AN ORIGIN AND POWER. IT IS TO EVERY ORIGIN THAT THEY HAVE APPEARED; THEY HAVE STRENGTHENED EVERY POWER; AND THEY APPEARED FROM THAT WHICH IS FAR BETTER THAN THEMSELVES. THESE (THREE) ARE EXISTENCE, BLESSEDNESS AND LIFE. [...] [...] THEIR COMPANIONS [...] IN A [...] AND CONCERNING THE [...] HAVING NAMED [...] MORE THAN [...] AND [...] A PERFECT [...] FROM A (6 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 15 AND A WATER OF EACH ONE OF THEM [...]; THEREFORE [...] WATERS ARE THE PERFECT ONES. IT IS THE WATER OF LIFE THAT BELONGS TO VITALITY IN WHICH YOU NOW HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED IN THE AUTOGENES. IT IS IN THE [WATER] OF BLESSEDNESS WHICH BELONGS TO KNOWLEDGE THAT YOU WILL BE BAPTIZED IN THE PROTOPHANES. IT IS THE WATER OF EXISTENCE [WHICH] BELONGS TO DIVINITY, THE KALYPTOS. NOW THE WATER OF LIFE [EXISTS IN RELATION TO...] POWER; THAT BELONGING TO BLESSEDNESS IN RELATION TO ESSENCE; THAT BELONGING TO [DIVINITY] IN RELATION TO [EXISTENCE...]. BUT ALL THESE [...] AUTHORITY AND [...] THOSE WHO [...] WATER WHICH [BECOMES PURE...] [...] ACCORDING TO [...WHEN THEY] DEPART (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] 16 EXISTENCE AS [HE] IS IN IT. [HE] NOT ONLY [WAS DWELLING] IN THOUGHT, BUT HE ALSO [...] THEM THAT IT IS HE WHO IS [BEING] IN THE FOLLOWING WAY. IN ORDER THAT THIS WORLD MIGHT NOT BE ENDLESS AND FORMLESS, HE PLACED A [...] OVER IT; BUT IN ORDER THAT [HE] MIGHT BECOME SOMETHING, THE TRULY YOUNG CROSSED IT WITH WHAT IS HIS, [THUS] EXISTENCE. IT IS WITH THE [SON] THAT HE IS LOCATED, WITH HIM THAT HE SEEKS, HIM THAT HE SURROUNDS [...] EVERYWHERE [...] FROM THE TRUTH [...] TAKES HIM WHO [...] EXISTS [...] ACTIVITY [...] LIFE [...] HIS WORD ALSO [...] ARE THESE AFTER [...] THEY BECAME [...] (5 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] 17 AND THE POWER IS WITH THE ESSENCE AND EXISTENCE OF BEING, WHEN THE WATER EXISTS. BUT THE NAME IN WHICH THEY WASH IS A WORD OF THE WATER. THEN THE FIRST PERFECT WATER OF THE TRIPLE-POWER OF THE AUTOGENES [IS] THE PERFECT SOUL"S LIFE, FOR IT IS A WORD OF THE PERFECT GOD WHILE COMING INTO BEING [...] FOR THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT IS A FOUNTAIN OF THEM ALL. THUS, THE REST ARE FROM [KNOWLEDGE...] AS HIS LIKENESS. [BUT] HE WHO KNOWS HIMSELF [...] WHAT KIND AND WHAT [...] ALIVE AT ONE TIME [...] LIVE WITH A [...] HE IS THE [...] LIFE, IN THE [...] BECOME [LIMITLESS...] HIS [...HIS] [OWN...] THE NAME (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 18 HE REALLY EXISTS. IT IS HE BECAUSE HE LIMITS HIMSELF. THEY APPROACH THE WATER ACCORDING TO THIS SINGLE POWER AND THE LIKENESS OF ORDER. THE GREAT MALE INVISIBLE MIND, THE PERFECT PROTOPHANES HAS HIS OWN WATER AS YOU [WILL SEE] WHEN YOU ARRIVE AT HIS PLACE. THIS IS ALSO THE CASE WITH THE UNBORN KALYPTOS. IN ACCORDANCE WITH EACH ONE EXISTS A PARTIAL ENTITY WITH A FIRST FORM, SO THAT THEY MIGHT BECOME PERFECT IN THIS WAY; FOR THE SELF-BEGOTTEN AEONS ARE FOUR PERFECT ENTITIES. [THE] INDIVIDUALS OF THE ALL-PERFECT ONES [...] THEM AS PERFECT INDIVIDUALS. AND THE [...] AEON [...] OF THE AUTOGENES [...] FOR ALL [...] [PERFECT] MALE [...] FOR THE ALLS [...] [PERFECT GOD ... THE TRIPLE-] MALE [...] [PERFECT] INDIVIDUAL [...] IN THE [...] (5 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 19 PERFECT, THOSE WHO EXIST ACCORDING TO A FORM, A RACE, AN ALL AND A PARTIAL DIFFERENCE. THIS IS ALSO THE CASE WITH THE HIGHWAY OF ASCENT WHICH IS HIGHER THAN PERFECT AND KALYPTOS. THE AUTOGENES IS THE CHIEF ARCHON OF HIS OWN AEONS AND ANGELS AS HIS PARTS, FOR THOSE WHO ARE THE FOUR INDIVIDUALS BELONG TO HIM; THEY BELONG TO THE FIFTH AEON TOGETHER. THE FIFTH EXISTS IN ONE; THE FOUR [ARE] THE FIFTH, PART BY PART. BUT THESE [FOUR] ARE COMPLETE INDIVIDUALLY [BECAUSE THEY] HAVE A [...] IT IS ALSO [...] WITH [THE TRIPLE MALE] INDIVIDUAL [...] FOR HE IS A [...] OF [...] GOD, THE INVISIBLE [PROTOPHANES] [...MALE] MIND [...] WHICH EXISTS (6 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 20 LIVING AND PERFECT PARTS. (ABOUT) THE ALL AND THE ALL-PERFECT RACE AND THE ONE WHO IS HIGHER THAN PERFECT AND BLESSED. THE SELF-BEGOTTEN KALYPTOS PRE-EXISTS BECAUSE HE IS AN ORIGIN OF THE AUTOGENES, A GOD AND A FOREFATHER, A CAUSE OF THE PROTOPHANES, A FATHER OF THE PARTS THAT ARE HIS. AS A DIVINE FATHER HE IS FOREKNOWN: BUT HE IS UNKNOWN, FOR HE IS A POWER AND A FATHER FROM HIMSELF. THEREFORE, HE IS [FATHERLESS]. THE INVISIBLE TRIPLE POWERFUL, FIRST THOUGHT [OF] ALL [THESE], THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT [...] IS A [...] AND ESSENCE WHICH [...] AND EXISTENCE [...] THERE ARE [EXISTENCES] THE [...] BLESSED [...] THE [...] ALL THESE [...] THE [...] (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 21 EXIST IN THEM, [AND] THEY [...] IN OTHERS [...] BY THEM ALL IN MANY PLACES. THEY ARE IN EVERY PLACE THAT HE LOVES AND DESIRES, YET THEY ARE NOT IN ANY PLACE. THEY HAVE CAPACITY FOR SPIRIT, FOR THEY ARE INCORPOREAL YET ARE BETTER THAN INCORPOREAL. THEY ARE UNDIVIDED WITH LIVING THOUGHTS AND A POWER OF TRUTH WITH THOSE PURER THAN THESE SINCE WITH RESPECT TO HIM THEY ARE PURER AND ARE NOT LIKE THE BODIES WHICH ARE IN ONE PLACE. ABOVE ALL, THEY HAVE NECESSITY EITHER IN RELATION TO THE ALL OR TO A PART. THEREFORE, THE WAY OF ASCENT [...] IT IS PURE [...] EACH [...] HERSELF AND (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] THEM (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...ABOVE ALL] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) 22 PARTICULAR AEONS. THEN [HE SAID], "HOW THEN CAN HE CONTAIN AN ETERNAL MODEL? THE GENERAL INTELLECT SHARES WHEN THE SELF-BEGOTTEN WATER BECOMES PERFECT. IT ONE KNOWS HIM AND ALL THESE, ONE IS THE PROTOPHANIC WATER. IF ONE JOINS ONESELF WITH ALL THESE, ONE IS THAT WATER WHICH BELONGS TO KALYPTOS, WHOSE IMAGE IS STILL IN THE AEONS. TO UNDERSTAND INDIVIDUALLY ALL THEIR PARTS, THEY ARE [...], THOSE OF THE ALL WHERE KNOWLEDGE IS. THEY HAVE [SEPARATED] FROM THE ONE WHOM THEY KNEW AND (FROM) FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER. THE ALL AND ALL THESE, WHEN THEY [...] WASH IN THE [WASHING OF] [AUTOGENES] HE [...] OF [...] (5 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 23 HE APPEARS TO [HIM], THAT IS, WHEN ONE KNOWS HOW HE EXISTS FOR HIM AND (HOW) HE HAS FELLOWSHIP WITH THEIR COMPANIONS, ONE HAS WASHED IN THE WASHING OF PROTOPHANES. AND IF IN UNDERSTANDING THE ORIGIN OF THESE, HOW THEY ALL APPEAR FROM A SINGLE ORIGIN, HOW ALL WHO ARE JOINED COME TO BE DIVIDED, HOW THOSE WHO ARE DIVIDED JOIN AGAIN, AND HOW THE PARTS [JOIN WITH] THE ALLS AND THE SPECIES AND [KINDS - IF] ONE UNDERSTANDS THESE THINGS, ONE HAS WASHED IN THE WASHING OF KALYPTOS. ACCORDING TO EACH OF [THE] PLACES ONE HAS A PORTION OF THE ETERNAL ONES [AND] ASCENDS [...] AS HE [...] PURE AND SIMPLE, HE IS ALWAYS [...] ONE OF THE [...] [ALWAYS] HE IS PURE FOR SIMPLENESS. HE IS FILLED [...] [IN...] EXISTENCE AND A HOLY SPIRIT. THERE IS 24 NOTHING OF HIS OUTSIDE OF HIM. HE CAN [SEE] WITH HIS PERFECT SOUL THOSE WHO BELONG TO AUTOGENES; WITH HIS MIND, THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE TRIPLE MALE, AND WITH HIS HOLY SPIRIT, THOSE WHO BELONG TO PROTOPHANES. HE CAN LEARN OF KALYPTOS THROUGH THE POWERS OF THE SPIRIT FROM WHOM THEY HAVE COME FORTH IN A FAR BETTER REVELATION OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. AND BY MEANS OF THOUGHT WHICH NOW IS IN SILENCE AND BY FIRST THOUGHT (HE LEARNS) OF THE TRIPLE POWERFUL INVISIBLE SPIRIT, SINCE THERE IS THEN A REPORT AND POWER OF SILENCE WHICH IS PURIFIED IN A LIFE-GIVING SPIRIT. (IT IS) PERFECT AND [...] PERFECT AND ALL-PERFECT. GLORIES, THEREFORE, WHICH ARE SET OVER THESE, ARE [LIFE-GIVERS] WHO HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED IN TRUTH AND KNOWLEDGE. THOSE WHO ARE WORTHY ARE GUARDED, BUT THOSE WHO [ARE] NOT FROM THIS RACE [...] AND GO [...] THESE WHO [...] [...] IN THE FIFTH, HE BEING [...] [...] COPY [...] OF THE AEONS [...] NAMELY A WASHING BUT IF [HE] STRIPS OFF THE WORLD 25 AND LAYS ASIDE [KNOWLEDGE], AND (IF) HE IS HE WHO HAS NO DWELLING PLACE AND POWER, THEN BECAUSE HE FOLLOWS THE WAYS OF THE OTHERS, HE IS ALSO A SOJOURNER, BUT (IF) HE IS ONE WHO HAS COMMITTED NO SIN BECAUSE KNOWLEDGE WAS SUFFICIENT FOR HIM, HE IS NOT ANXIOUS WHEN HE REPENTS, AND THEN WASHINGS ARE APPOINTED" IN THESE IN ADDITION. (CONCERNING) (THE PATH...) TO THE SELF-BEGOTTEN ONES, THOSE IN WHICH YOU HAVE NOW BEEN BAPTISED EACH TIME, (A PATH) WORTHY OF SEEING THE [PERFECT...] INDIVIDUALS: IT SERVES AS KNOWLEDGE OF THE ALL SINCE IT CAME INTO BEING FROM THE POWERS OF THE SELF-BEGOTTEN ONES, THE ONE YOU ACQUIRE WHEN YOU PASS THROUGH THE ALL-PERFECT AEONS. WHEN YOU RECEIVE THE THIRD WASHING [...], YOU WILL LEARN ABOUT THE [...] REALLY [...] IN [THAT] PLACE. ABOUT THESE NAMES, THEY ARE AS FOLLOWS: BECAUSE HE IS ONE, THEY [...] IS LIKE [...] WHILE HE [CAME INTO BEING...] EXISTS AND [...] A WORD THEY [SAID...] 26 THIS IS A NAME WHICH REALLY EXISTS TOGETHER WITH [THESE] WITHIN HER. THESE WHO EXIST DO SO IN... RESEMBLES. HIS RESEMBLANCE IN KIND (IS) WITHIN WHAT IS HIS OWN. HE CAN SEE IT, UNDERSTAND IT ENTER IT, (AND) TAKE A RESEMBLANCE FROM IT. NOW (THEY CAN) SPEAK ALOUD AND HEAR SOUNDS, BUT THEY ARE UNABLE TO OBEY BECAUSE THEY ARE PERCEPTIBLE AND SOMATIC. THEREFORE, JUST AS THEY ARE ABLE TO CONTAIN THEM BY CONTAINING THEM THUS, SO IS HE AN IMAGE WHICH IS [...] IN THIS WAY, HAVING COME INTO EXISTENCE IN PERCEPTION [BY] A WORD WHICH IS BETTER THAN MATERIAL NATURE BUT LOWER THAN INTELLECTUAL ESSENCE. DO NOT BE AMAZED ABOUT THE DIFFERENCES AMONG SOULS. WHEN THEY THINK THEY ARE DIFFERENT AND DO [NOT RESEMBLE] [...] OF THOSE WHO [...] AND THAT [...] ALOUD [...] HE BEING LOST [...] THEIR [SOULS] [...] BODY, AND THAT [... HIS] TIME, HE [...] A DESIRE, 27 THEIR SOULS EXIST AS [...] THEIR BODY. AS FOR THOSE WHO ARE TOTALLY PURE, THERE ARE FOUR [...] THAT THEY POSSESS; BUT THOSE [IN] TIME ARE NINE. EACH ONE OF THEM HAS ITS SPECIES AND ITS CUSTOM. THEIR LIKENESSES DIFFER IN BEING SEPARATED, AND THEY STAND. OTHER IMMORTAL SOULS ASSOCIATE WITH ALL THESE SOULS BECAUSE OF THE SOPHIA WHO LOOKED DOWN; FOR THERE ARE THREE SPECIES OF IMMORTAL SOUL: FIRST, THOSE WHO HAVE TAKEN ROOT UPON THE EXILE BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO ABILITY TO BEGET, (SOMETHING) THAT ONLY THOSE WHO FOLLOW THE WAYS OF THE OTHERS HAVE, THE ONE BEING A SINGLE SPECIES WHICH [...]; BEING SECOND, THOSE WHO STAND [UPON THE] REPENTANCE WHICH [...] SIN, (IT) BEING SUFFICIENT [...KNOWLEDGE...] BEING NEW [...] AND HE HAS [...] DIFFERENCE [...] THEY HAVE SINNED WITH THE OTHERS [AND] 28 THEY HAVE REPENTED WITH THE OTHERS [...] FROM THEM ALONE, FOR [...] ARE SPECIES WHICH EXIST IN [...] WITH THOSE WHO COMMITTED ALL SINS AND REPENTED. EITHER THEY ARE PARTS, OR THEY DESIRED OF THEIR OWN ACCORD. THEREFORE, THEIR OTHER AEONS ARE SIX ACCORDING TO THE PLACE WHICH HAS COME TO EACH (FEM.) OF THEM. THE THIRD (SPECIES) IS THAT OF THE SOULS OF THE SELFBEGOTTEN ONES BECAUSE THEY HAVE A WORD OF THE INEFFABLE TRUTH, ONE WHICH EXISTS IN KNOWLEDGE AND [POWER] FROM THEMSELVES ALONE AND ETERNAL [LIFE]. THEY HAVE FOUR DIFFERENCES LIKE THE SPECIES OF ANGELS WHO EXIST: THOSE WHO LOVE THE TRUTH; THOSE WHO HOPE; THOSE WHO BELIEVE HAVING [...]; THOSE WHO ARE [...] THEY EXIST, HE BEING [...] THE SELFBEGOTTEN ONES [...] HE IS THE ONE BELONGING TO [PERFECT...LIFE]; THE SECOND IS [...] THE [...] KNOWLEDGE [...] THE FOURTH IS THAT ONE [BELONGING TO THE] IMMORTAL [SOULS...] 29 THE FOUR LIGHTS DWELL [THERE] IN THE FOLLOWING WAY. [ARMOZEL] IS PLACED UPON THE FIRST AEON. (HE IS) A PROMISE OF GOD, [...] OF TRUTH AND A JOINING OF SOUL. OROIAEL, A POWER (AND) SEER OF TRUTH, IS SET OVER THE SECOND. DAVEITHE, A VISION OF KNOWLEDGE, IS SET OVER THE THIRD. ELELETH, AN EAGER DESIRE AND PREPARATION FOR TRUTH, IS SET OVER THE FOURTH. THE FOUR EXIST BECAUSE THEY ARE EXPRESSIONS OF TRUTH AND KNOWLEDGE. THEY EXIST, ALTHOUGH THEY DO NOT BELONG TO PROTOPHANES BUT TO THE MOTHER, FOR SHE IS A THOUGHT OF THE PERFECT MIND OF THE LIGHT, SO THAT IMMORTAL SOULS MIGHT RECEIVE KNOWLEDGE FOR THEMSELVES. [...] AT THESE, THE AUTOGENES [...]RSE[...]OAS, A LIFE [...] ALL HE IS A WORD [...] INEFFABLE [...] TRUTH HE WHO SAYS [... REVELATION] CONCERNING THE [...] THAT IT EXISTS AS [...] EXISTS ABOVE IN [...] 30 [...JOINED] IN A YOKING OF IT IN LIGHT AND THOUGHT WITHIN HIS [...]. SINCE ADAMAS, THE PERFECT MAN, IS AN EYE OF AUTOGENES, IT IS HIS KNOWLEDGE WHICH COMPREHENDS THAT THE DIVINE AUTOGENES IS A WORD OF THE PERFECT MIND OF TRUTH. THE SON OF ADAM, SETH, COMES TO EACH OF THE SOULS. AS KNOWLEDGE HE IS SUFFICIENT FOR THEM. THEREFORE, [THE] LIVING [SEED] CAME INTO EXISTENCE FROM HIM. MIROTHEA IS [...] THE DIVINE AUTOGENES, A [...] FROM HER AND [...], SHE BEING A THOUGHT OF THE PERFECT MIND BECAUSE OF THAT EXISTENCE OF HERS. WHAT IS IT? OR DID SHE EXIST? [...] DOES SHE EXIST? THEREFORE, THE DIVINE AUTOGENES IS WORD AND KNOWLEDGE, AND THE KNOWLEDGE [... WORD.] THEREFORE [...] ADARN A [S...] OF THE [SIMPLE ONES] WHEN SHE APPEARED [...] A CHANGE OF [THE] SOULS [...] SHE HERSELF IS [...] [...] PERFECT. CONCERNING THE [PERFECT ONE...] ANGELIC BEINGS 31 [...] [BECOMES THEN] [SOULS] [DIE...] [...THE WORLD...] [...] THE COPIES [...] REALLY [...] WHICH [EXISTS] [...] REPENTANCE [...] TO THIS PLACE [...] WHICH EXISTS [...] AEONS, IF [...] AND SHE LOVES [...] SHE STANDS UPON [...] AEON HAVING THE LIGHT [ELE]LETH [...] BECOME A [...] GOD-SEER [BUT] IF SHE HOPES, THEN SHE PERCEIVES. AND A [...] RACE [...] SHE STANDS UPON (8 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 32 [...] SHE IS CHOSEN (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] LIGHT ARMOZEL [...] ONE [...] [BLESS] UPON THE [POWER...] YOU STAND UPON [...] THE LIGHT WHICH [...] AND WITHOUT MEASURE [...] THE AEON IS GREAT [...] [...] THOSE ALONE [...] FROM THE PERFECT [...] THAT POWER [...] BE ABLE, AND [...] BE ABLE [...] OF HIS SOUL [...] PERCEPTIBLE [...] NOT WITH [...] [...BUT] YOU ARE [...] INDIVIDUALLY [...] THERE BEING NOTHING [...] HIM [...] WHICH HE [...] (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [IN...] 33 AND [...] UPON EVERY ONE [...] EVERY [...] [...] FORMLESS [...] [...] AND THIS ONE [...] AND THIS [MODEL ...] [...] AND SOME [...] ETERNAL, NOR [...] AN ALL [...] INCREASING FROM THIS [...] HE IS LIGHT [...] BECAUSE HE LACKED [...] THE PERFECT MIND [...] UNDIVIDED [...] PERFECT LIGHT [...] AND HE IS IN [...] ADAMAS [... THE] AUTOGENES [...] AND HE GOES [...] MIND [...] THE DIVINE KALYPTOS [...] KNOWLEDGE [...] BUT [...] SOUL  (5 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 34 [...] EXISTENCE [...] SHE HAVING (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] SOME SECOND POWERS AND [...] AND SOME THIRD [...] APPEAR [...] WHICH [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) SOUL [...] AND THE AEONS [...] DWELLING PLACE [...] SOULS AND [...] GODS [...] HIGHER THAN GOD [...] OF THE SELF-BEGOTTEN ONES [...] AUTOGENES [...] FIRST [...] ANGEL [...] INVISIBLE [...] SOME [...] SOUL AND [...] AEONS [...] AND TO THE SOULS [...] ANGEL [...] (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 35 SHE [...] ETERNAL [...] TIMES. AND [...]  (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) AND IF [...] NAMELY A SOUL [...] BECOMES AN [ANGEL ...], AND [...] WORLD [...] ANGELS AND [...] THAT HOLY ONE [...] AND AEON WHICH...AUTOGENES HAS [...] THEM, THE [...] [...] ARCHON [...] THEY HAVE [...] DIFFERENCE WHICH [...] SHE IS NOT, TO SPEAK (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] AND [...] DIVINE AUTOGENES [...] WHICH EXISTS [...] HEAR [...] AUTOGENES [...] OF (5 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 36 [...] HAS [...] EXISTENCE [...] LIFE [...] EXIST, CONCERNING [THE] [...] WORD [...] THE CHILD [...] MALE FOR A GENERATION [...]  (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) INVISIBLE SPIRIT [...] IN THE PERFECT [...]  (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) AND AN ORIGIN [...] LOVE AND [...] OF BARBELO [...] AND A [...] THE [...] MIND [...] THESE ARE TWO [...] THOUGHT [...] FROM THE [...] IN BARBELO [...] AND THE KALYPTOS [...] ALL THESE [...] THE VIRGIN [...] SHE [APPEARS] IN A [...] AND [...] (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 37 IN THAT ONE [...] POWER  (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [HE IS NOT] FROM [HIM, BUT ...] (IS) FROM THE POWER OF THAT ONE [...REALLY...EXISTS], SHE [...] IS HIS [...] THEY BEING FIRST [...] OF THAT ONE [...] AND HE IS THE [...] HE ALONE [...] GIVE HIM ENOUGH [...] TO HIM [...] ALL, HE GIVES [...] THROUGH THE [...] FOR [BECAUSE OF] HIM SOME [...] IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT [...] AND THAT ONE WHICH [...] HIM [...] UNDIVIDED [...] BARBELO [...] IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT [...] BLESSEDNESS  (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] ALL [...] HE COMES (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 38 A [...] OF THE PERFECT [MIND...] AND HE [...] PERFECT SPIRIT [...] PERFECT, HE LIVES FOREVER [...] HIM, AND [...] HE EXISTS [...] OF THE [...] HE IS [A WORD] FROM [...] WHICH IS IN [...] OF THEM ALL [...] ETERNAL [...] [...] IN THE TRIPLE-[POWERFUL IS IN THE [...] [...] THOSE WHICH [ARE PERFECT [...] THE PROTOPHANES [...] MIND, BUT [...] PURE[...] AND HE [...] OF AN IMAGE [...] APPEAR [...] AND THE [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) HIM [...] (5 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 39 [...] [...] NAMELY (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] BECAUSE OF HIM THEY [...] I MARK IT [...] HE IS SIMPLE [...] FOR HE IS [...] AS HE EXISTS [...] AS TO ANOTHER [...] THAT IS, [...] NEED. CONCERNING [...] TRIPLE-MALE [...] REALLY EXISTS OF [...] MIND KNOWLEDGE [...] THOSE WHO EXIST [...] WHICH HE HAS [...] REALLY EXIST [...] AND A [...] [...] AND SHE [...] SECOND [...] PERFECT WHICH [...] APPEAR [...] IN HIM THEY [...] KALYPTOS (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...SPECIES...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 40 (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) SECOND SPECIES [...] A KNOWLEDGE [...] [PROTOPHANES...] [MALE...] HE HAS [...] EXISTENCE [...] UNBORN, THEY [...] THIRD [...] [...HE] HAS [...] KNOWLEDGE AND [...] EXIST TOGETHER [...] ALLPERFECT [...] BLESSED SINCE THERE IS NOT [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) GOD [...] WITH HIM [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) PERFECT [...] OF THE [...] KALYPTOS [...] (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 41 [...] KNOW [...] OF [...PROTOPHANES...] [...] THE MIND [...] THE POWERS [...] THE ALL [...] AND HE [EXISTS] [...] THIS KNOWLEDGE. [...] DIVINE, THE AUTOGENES. [THE] DIVINE [AUTOGENES] [...] THE CHILD [...] TRIPLE-MALE, THIS MALE [...] IS [...] AND A SPECIES [...] PERFECT BECAUSE IT DOES NOT HAVE [...] IN A [...] KNOWLEDGE LIKE THAT ONE [...] A BEING OF THE INDIVIDUALS [AND] A SINGLE KNOWLEDGE OF THE INDIVIDUALS [...] ACCORDING TO THE ALL [...] PERFECT. BUT THE MALE [...] MIND THE KALYPTOS, [BUT] THE [...] DIVINE KALYPTOS [...] AND A POWER [...] OF ALL THESE [...REALLY...] (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [PROTOPHANES...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) 42 [PROTOPHANES...] [...] MIND (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) SHE WHO BELONGS TO THE ALL [...] UNBORN [...] MAN [...] THEY [...] WITH THAT ONE WHO [...] AND HE WHO [...] HE WHO DWELLS [...] [...] IN THE PERCEPTIBLE [WORLD...] HE IS ALIVE WITH THAT DEAD ONE [...] [...] ALL [...] OBTAIN SALVATION [...] THAT DEAD ONE. AND ALL OF THEM DID NOT NEED SALVATION [...] FIRST, BUT THEY ARE SAFE AND EXIST VERY HUMBLY. NOW (ABOUT) THE MAN [OF] THOSE WHO ARE DEAD: HIS SOUL, [HIS MIND AND HIS BODY ALL [ARE DEAD]. SUFFERINGS [...] FATHERS OF [...] MATERIAL [...] THE FIRE [...] (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 43 IT CROSSES OVER. AND THE SECOND MAN IS THE IMMORTAL SOUL IN THOSE WHO ARE DEAD. IF IT IS ANXIOUS OVER ITSELF, THEN [WHEN IT SEEKS] THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE PROFITABLE [ACCORDING TO ...] EACH ONE OF THEM, [THEN IT] EXPERIENCES BODILY SUFFERING. THEY [...] AND IT [...BECAUSE] IT HAS AN ETERNAL GOD, IT ASSOCIATES WITH DAIMONS. NOW CONCERNING THE MAN IN THE EXILE; WHEN HE DISCOVERS THE TRUTH IN HIMSELF, HE IS FAR FROM THE DEEDS OF THE OTHERS WHO EXIST [WRONGLY] (AND) STUMBLE. (CONCERNING) THE MAN WHO REPENTS: WHEN HE RENOUNCES THE DEAD AND DESIRES THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE BECAUSE OF IMMORTAL MIND AND HIS IMMORTAL SOUL, FIRST HE [...] MAKES AN INQUIRY ABOUT IT, NOT ABOUT CONDUCT BUT ABOUT THEIR DEEDS, FOR FROM HIM HE [...] [...] AND [...] OBTAIN [...] 44 AND THE MAN WHO CAN BE SAVED IS THE ONE WHO SEEKS HIM AND HIS MIND AND WHO FINDS EACH ONE OF THEM. OH, HOW MUCH POWER HE HAS! AND THE MAN WHO IS SAVED IS THE ONE WHO HAS NOT KNOWN HOW THESE [...] EXIST, BUT HE HIMSELF BY MEANS OF [THE] WORD AS IT EXISTS [...] RECEIVED EACH ONE [...] IN EVERY PLACE, HAVING BECOME SIMPLE AND ONE, FOR THEN HE IS SAVED BECAUSE HE CAN PASS THROUGH ALL [THESE]. HE BECOMES THE [...] ALL THESE. IF HE [DESIRES] AGAIN, THEN HE PARTS FROM THEM ALL, AND HE WITHDRAWS TO HIMSELF [ALONE]; FOR HE CAN BECOME DIVINE BY HAVING TAKEN REFUGE IN GOD." WHEN I HEARD THIS, I BROUGHT A BLESSING TO THE LIVING AND UNBORN GOD IN TRUTH AND (TO) THE UNBORN KALYPTOS AND THE PROTOPHANES, THE INVISIBLE, MALE, PERFECT MIND, AND THE INVISIBLE TRIPLE-MALE CHILD [AND TO THE] DIVINE AUTOGENES. 45 I SAID TO THE CHILD OF THE CHILD EPHESEK WHO WAS WITH ME, "CAN YOUR WISDOM INSTRUCT ME ABOUT THE SCATTERING OF THE MAN WHO IS SAVED, AND (ABOUT) THOSE WHO ARE MIXED WITH HIM, AND WHO THOSE ARE WHO SHARE WITH HIM, IN ORDER THAT THE LIVING ELECT MIGHT KNOW?" THEN THE CHILD OF THE CHILD EPHESEK TOLD [ME...] OPENLY, "IF HE WITHDRAWS TO HIMSELF ALONE MANY TIMES, AND IF HE COMES INTO BEING WITH REFERENCE TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE OTHERS, MIND AND THE IMMORTAL [ORIGIN] WILL NOT UNDERSTAND. THEN IT HAS A SHORTAGE, [...] FOR HE TURNS, HAS NOTHING AND SEPARATES FROM IT AND STANDS [...] AND COMES INTO BEING BY AN ALIEN [IMPULSE...I, INSTEAD OF BECOMING ONE. THEREFORE, HE BEARS MANY FORMS. WHEN HE TURNS ASIDE, HE COMES INTO BEING SEEKING THOSE THINGS THAT DO NOT EXIST. WHEN HE FALLS DOWN TO THEM IN THOUGHT AND KNOWS THEM IN ANOTHER WAY BECAUSE HE IS POWERLESS, UNLESS PERHAPS 46 HE IS ENLIGHTENED, HE BECOMES A PRODUCT OF NATURE. THUS, HE COMES DOWN TO BIRTH BECAUSE OF IT AND IS SPEECHLESS BECAUSE OF THE PAINS AND INFINITENESS OF MATTER. ALTHOUGH HE POSSESSES AN ETERNAL AND IMMORTAL POWER, HE IS BOUND WITHIN THE [MOVEMENT] OF THE BODY. HE IS [MADE] ALIVE AND IS BOUND [ALWAYS] WITHIN CRUEL, CUTTING BONDS BY EVERY EVIL BREATH, UNTIL HE [ACTS] AGAIN AND BEGINS AGAIN TO COME TO HIS SENSES. THEREFORE, POWERS ARE APPOINTED FOR THEIR SALVATION, AND EACH ONE OF THEM IS IN THE WORLD. WITHIN THE SELF-BEGOTTEN ONES CORRESPONDING TO EACH OF THE [AEONS] STAND GLORIES SO THAT ONE WHO IS IN THE [WORLD] MIGHT BE SAFE BESIDE THEM. THE GLORIES ARE PERFECT THOUGHTS APPEARING IN POWERS. THEY DO NOT PERISH BECAUSE THEY [ARE] MODELS FOR SALVATION [BY] WHICH EACH ONE IS SAVED. HE RECEIVES A MODEL (AND) STRENGTH FROM EACH OF THEM, AND WITH THE GLORY AS A HELPER HE WILL THUS PASS OUT FROM THE WORLD [AND THE AEONS...]. THESE 47 ARE THE GUARDIANS OF THE IMMORTAL SOUL: GAMALIEL AND STREMPSOUCHOS, AKRAMAS AND LOEL, AND MNESINOUS. [THIS IS THE] IMMORTAL SPIRIT, YESSEUS- MAZAREU[S]YE[S]SEDEKEUS. HE IS [...] OF THE CHILD [...] OR, THE CHILD OF THE CHILD, AND [...] BUT ORMOS IS [...] ON THE LIVING SEED AND KAM[...]EL IS THE SPIRIT-GIVING. THERE STAND BEFORE [THEM] SEISAUEL AND AUDAEL AND ABRASAX, THE MYRIADS-PHALERIS, PHALSES, [AND] EURIOS, THE GUARDIANS OF [THE] GLORY-STETHEUS, THEO[PE]MPTOS, EURUMENEUS AND OLSEN. THEIR ASSISTANTS IN EVERYTHING ARE BA[...]MOS, [.]SON, EIR[.]N, LALAMEUS, EIDOMENEUS AND AUTHROUNIOS. THE JUDGES ARE SUMPHTHAR, EUKREBOS AND KEILAR. THE INHERITOR IS SAMBLO. THE ANGELS WHO GUIDE THE CLOUDS ARE THE CLOUDS SAPPHO AND THOURO." WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE THINGS, HE TOLD ME ABOUT ALL OF THOSE IN THE SELF-BEGOTTEN AEONS. THEY WERE ALL 48 ETERNAL LIGHTS, PERFECT BECAUSE THEY WERE PERFECTED INDIVIDUALLY. I SAW CORRESPONDING TO EACH ONE OF THE AEONS A LIVING EARTH, A LIVING WATER, [AIR MADE] OF LIGHT AND A FIRE [THAT] CANNOT BURN, BECAUSE ALL OF [THEM ...] ARE SIMPLE AND IMMUTABLE, SIMPLE AND ETERNAL [LIVING BEINGS], HAVING [...] OF MANY KINDS, TREES OF MANY KINDS THAT DO NOT PERISH, [ALSO] TARES OF THIS SORT AND ALL OF THESE: IMPERISHABLE FRUIT, LIVING MEN AND EVERY SPECIES, IMMORTAL SOULS, EVERY FORM AND SPECIES OF MIND, TRUE GODS, ANGELS EXISTING IN GREAT GLORY, AN INDISSOLUABLE BODY, AN UNBORN BIRTH AND AN IMMOVABLE PERCEPTION. ALSO, THERE WAS THE ONE WHO SUFFERS, ALTHOUGH HE IS UNABLE TO SUFFER, FOR HE WAS A POWER OF A POWER. 49 [...] [...] CHANGE [...] INDISSOLUABLE [...] THESE [...] ALL [...] THEY ARE [...] THEY [... THROUGH ALL] OF THEM [...EXIST] IN [...EXIST] [...] COME INTO BEING (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) (LINES 12FF DO NOT SURVIVE) 50 OF [...] [SIMPLE...] PERFECT [...] ETERNAL [...] AEONS [...] AND THE [...] RECEIVE POWER [...] AND THEIR [...] IN A [...] FOR [...] [...] NOT [...] (LINES 12FF DO NOT SURVIVE) 51 [...] IN [...]THORSO[...]S [...] SILENCE [...] HE IS [...] [...] HE IS GOD [...] WE WERE BLESSING [...] GERADAMA[S] [...MOTHER] OF [...] [...] SHE IS THE GLORY [...] OUR [...] MOTHER [...] AND PLEISTHA [THE MOTHER] OF THE ANGELS WITH [THE SON] OF ADAM, SE[TH] [EMMA]CHA SETH, THE FATHER OF [THE] IMMOVABLE [RACE ...] AND [...] [THE] FOUR LIGHTS, ARM[MOSEL], [OROIA]EL, DAVEITHE, ELELETH. [EACH OF THESE] WE BLESSED BY NAME. [WE] SAW THE SELF-CONTROLLED [GLORY], THE TRIPLE [...] TRIPLE-MALE [...] MAJESTY, AS WE SAID "YOU ARE ONE, YOU ARE [ONE], YOU ARE ONE, CHILD 52 OF [THE CHILD] YATO[...] EXIST [...]  (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...YOU ARE] ONE, YOU [...] SEMELEL [...] TELMACHAE[...] OMOTHEM[...] MALE [...] [...] HE BEGETS [... THE] SELF-CONTROLLED [GLORY ...] CAN DESIRE HIM WHOM [...] ALL-PERFECT [...] ALL. AKRON [...] THE TRIPLE-MALE, A A [...] O O O O O B + I R E I S E [...] YOU ARE SPIRIT FROM SPIRIT; YOU ARE LIGHT FROM LIGHT; YOU ARE [SILENCE ...] FROM SILENCE; [YOU ARE] THOUGHT FROM THOUGHT, THE SON OF [GOD] THE GOD, SEVEN ... [...] ... LET US SPEAK [...] 53 (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] WORD [...] THE [...] [...] AND THE [...]  (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] NOT A TIME [...] INVISIBLE BARBELO [...] THE [...] THE TRIPLE-MALE PRONES, AND SHE WHO BELONGS TO ALL THE GLORIES, YOUEL. [WHEN I WAS] BAPTIZED THE FIFTH [TIME] IN THE NAME OF THE AUTOGENES BY EACH OF THESE POWERS, I BECAME DIVINE. [I] STOOD UPON THE FIFTH AEON, A PREPARATION OF ALL [THESE], (AND) SAW ALL THOSE BELONGING TO THE AUTOGENES WHO REALLY EXIST. I WAS BAPTIZED FIVE 54 TIMES [...] AND [...] OF THE [...] ZAREU[S] FROM [...] THAT [...] PERFECT [...] AND THE GREAT [...] GLORY, SHE WHO BELONGS TO [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) GOD, THE [...] APPEAR [...] PERFECT WHICH IS DOUBLED [...] SHE WHO BELONGS TO ALL THE SPECIES [...] MALE, THE SELF-CONTROLLED GLORY, THE MOTHER [...] [THE] GLORIES, YOUEL, AND THE [FOUR] LIGHTS OF [THE] [GREAT] PROTOPHANES, MIND, SELMEN, [AND THOSE] WITH HIM, THE GOD[REVEALERS] ZACHTHOS AND YACHTHOS, SETHEUS AND ANTIPHANTES, [SEL-] DAO AND ELENNOS [...] 55 [...] [...] GO [...] THE [...] THEIR [...] LIKENESS [...EXIST] AS [...] OF THE [...], FOR [...] SEE [...] [...] AEON [...] MORE [...] LIGHT [...] MORE GLORIES [...] THE FOLLOWING ARE IN ACCORDANCE WITH [EACH ONE] OF THE AEONS: A LIVING [EARTH] AND A [LIVING] WATER, AND AIR MADE OF LIGHT AND A BLAZING FIRE WHICH CANNOT [BURN], AND LIVING BEINGS AND TREES AND SOULS [AND] MINDS AND MEN [AND] ALL THOSE WHO ARE [WITH THEM], BUT (THERE ARE) NO GODS [OR] POWERS OR ANGELS, FOR ALL THESE 56 ARE [...] AND [...] AND [...] EXIST [...] ALL [...] ALL [...] [...] ALL [...] [...] THEY BEING [...] AND THEY BEING [...] [...] AND [...] [AND] THOSE [...] HIM, THE AUTOGENES. [I] RECEIVED A LIKENESS FROM [ALL] THESE. THE AEONS [OF THE] AUTOGENES OPENED (AND) A [GREAT LIGHT] CAME FORTH [...] FROM THE AEONS OF THE [TRIPLE-] MALE, AND THEY [GLORIFIED] THEM. THE FOUR AEONS WERE DESIRING WITHIN A [...] AEON THE [...] PATTERN [...] SINGLE ONE EXISTING [...] THEN EPHESEK, THE CHILD OF THE CHILD [...] 57 (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [... YESSEUS] MAZA REUS YESSEDEKEUS [...] [...] OF [...SEAL...] UPON HIM [...] AND GABRIEL (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] SEAL [...] FOUR RACES THERE CAME BEFORE ME SHE WHO BELONGS TO [THE GLORIES], THE MALE AND [VIRGINAL...] YOEL. [I] DELIBERATED ABOUT THE CROWNS, (AND) SHE SAID TO ME, "WHY [HAS] YOUR SPIRIT DELIBERATED [ABOUT] THE CROWNS AND THE [SEALS] ON THEM [...] ARE THE CROWNS WHICH STRENGTHEN EVERY [SPIRIT ...] AND EVERY SOUL, AND [THE] SEALS WHICH ARE [UPON] THE TRIPLE RACES AND [...] THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT 58 ARE [...]  (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) AND [...] [VIRGIN...] [...] AND [...] [...] SEEK [...] [...]IN THE[...] [IN] THEM [...] [...] AND [...] [...] HE [STRENGTHENED] AND THE SEALS [...] RACE ARE THOSE BELONGING TO THE AUTOGENES AND THE PROTOPHANES AND THE KALYPTOS. THE [INVISIBLE] SPIRIT [IS] A PSYCHIC AND INTELLECTUAL POWER, A KNOWER AND A FORE-KNOWER. THEREFORE HE IS WITH [GABRIEL] THE SPIRIT-GIVER [SO THAT] WHEN HE GIVES A HOLY SPIRIT HE MIGHT SEAL HIM WITH THE CROWN AND CROWN HIM, [HAVING] GODS [...] 59 [...] [...] THE (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] THE (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] [...] SPIRIT [...] TO ONE (FEM.)  (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] THEY EXIST [...] AND THEY WERE NOT [IN] THEM IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT [BECOME] SIMPLE AND [MIGHT] NOT BE DOUBLED [ACCORDING TO] ANY PATTERN. [THESE] THEN ARE THE SIMPLE, PERFECT INDIVIDUALS. [...] AND ALL THESE [...] OF THE AEONS [...] HIM, ALL THESE [...] WHO EXIST IN A PLACE [...] ALL-PERFECT IT REQUIRED A GREAT [...] TO SEE THEM, FOR [...] 60 (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) PERFECT [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] EVERY [...] EXIST [...] HE IS [...] [HEAR] HIM [...] [...] AND [...] IN THOUGHT [...] A FIRST THOUGHT [...] SINCE [...] IS IN A POWER SHE IS PERFECT [...] IT IS FITTING FOR YOU TO [...] ABOUT EVERYTHING, AND [...] THOSE TO WHOM YOU WILL LISTEN THROUGH A THOUGHT OF THOSE HIGHER THAN PERFECT AND ALSO THOSE WHOM YOU WILL [KNOW] IN A SOUL [OF] THE PERFECT ONES." [WHEN] SHE HAS SAID THIS, SHE [BAPTIZED ME] 61 (6 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] THE FIRST [...AND] I RECEIVED POWER (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...I] RECEIVED THE FORM [...] RECEIVED [...] [...] EXISTING UPON MY [...] RECEIVE A HOLY SPIRIT [I] CAME INTO BEING [REALLY] EXISTING. THEN, SHE BROUGHT ME INTO THE GREAT [AEON] WHERE THE PERFECT TRIPLE-MALE (IS). I SAW THE INVISIBLE CHILD WITHIN AN INVISIBLE LIGHT. THEN [SHE] BAPTIZED ME AGAIN IN 62 (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] HER [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [AND] I [...] I WAS ABLE TO [...] [...] THE GREAT ONE [...] AND PERFECT [...] YOEL WHO BELONGS TO ALL [THE GLORIES] SAID TO ME, "YOU HAVE [RECEIVED] ALL THE [BAPTISMS] IN WHICH IT IS FITTING TO [BE] BAPTIZED, AND YOU HAVE BECOME [PERFECT] [...] THE HEARING OF [...] ALL. NOW [CALL] AGAIN UPON SALAMEX AND [...] AND THE ALL-PERFECT AR[...] THE LIGHTS OF THE [AEON] BARBELO AND THE IMMEASURABLE KNOWLEDGE. THEY WILL REVEAL 63 [...] [...] INVISIBLE (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] WHICH [...] [... VIRGIN] BARBELO [AND] THE INVISIBLE [TRIPLE] POWERFUL SPIRIT." [WHEN] YOUEL WHO BELONGS TO ALL THE GLORIES [HAD SAID THIS] TO ME, SHE [PUT ME DOWN] AND WENT AND STOOD BEFORE THE PROTOPHANES. THEN, I WAS [...] OVER MY SPIRIT, [WHILE] PRAYING FERVENTLY TO THE GREAT LIGHTS IN THOUGHT. I BEGAN CALLING UPON SALAMEX AND SE- [...]EN AND THE ALL-PERFECT [...]E. I SAW GLORIES WHICH ARE GREATER THAN POWERS, [AND] THEY ANNOINTED ME. I WAS ABLE 64 [...] IN MY [...] AND[...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) SHE COVERED [...] ALL [...] SALAMEX [AND] THOSE [WHO] HAVE REVEALED EVERYTHING [TO ME] SAYING, "ZOSTRIANOS, [LEARN] OF THOSE THINGS ABOUT WHICH YOU ASKED. (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) AND [HE IS] A SINGLE ONE [WHO] EXISTS BEFORE [ALL] THESE WHO REALLY EXIST [IN THE] IMMEASURABLE AND UNDIVIDED SPIRIT [...] [...] THE ALL WHICH [EXISTS] IN HIM AND THE [...] [...] AND THAT ONE WHICH [...] AFTER HIM. IT IS HE ALONE WHO CROSSES IT [...] 65 (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] ALL THESE [...] HE IS [...] [...] FIRST [...] [...OF] THOUGHT [...] OF EVERY POWER [...DOWNWARD] [...] HE IS ESTABLISHED [...] STAND, HE [PASSES] INTO THE PATHWAY TO A PLACE [...] AND INFINITE. HE IS FAR HIGHER THAN EVERY UNATTAINABLE ONE, YET HE GIVES [...] GREATER THAN ANY BODY (AND) IS PURER THAN EVERY UNEMBODIED ONE, ENTERING EVERY THOUGHT AND EVERY BODY [BECAUSE HE] IS MORE POWERFUL THAN EVERYTHING, EVERY RACE AND SPECIES, AS THEIR ALL. 66 [...] EXIST (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) TO A PARTIAL (...] [...] PART [...] [EXIST] IN A [...] KNOW HER [...] [...HE IS] FROM HIM [...] WHICH REALLY EXISTS, WHO (IS) FROM THE SPIRIT WHO [REALLY] EXISTS, THE ONE ALONE [...] FOR THEY ARE POWERS OF [...] EXISTENCE [...] AND LIFE AND BLESSEDNESS. IN EXISTENCE HE EXISTS [AS] A SIMPLE HEAD, HIS [WORD] AND SPECIES. LET THE ONE WHO WILL FIND HIM COME INTO EXISTENCE. EXISTING IN LIFE, HE IS ALIVE [...] 67 (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [HE HAVING] KNOWLEDGE [...] KNOW ALL THESE [...] HIM ALONE [...] FOR GOD [...] UNLESS [...] [...] ALONE, AND HE [...] [...] IN HIM [...] [...] THE SINGLE [...] [...] FOR HE EXISTS AS [...] [IN] THAT WHICH IS HIS, WHICH [EXISTS] AS A FORM OF A FORM, [...] UNITY OF THE [...]. HE EXISTS AS [THE] [...] SINCE HE IS IN [THE] MIND. HE IS WITHIN IT, NOT COMING FORTH TO ANY PLACE BECAUSE HE IS A SINGLE PERFECT, SIMPLE SPIRIT. [BECAUSE] IT IS HIS PLACE AND [...], IT IS WITHIN HIM AND THE ALL THAT HE COMES INTO BEING. IT IS HE WHO EXISTS, HE WHO 68 [...] [...] AND A [...] AND A [PROTECTOR] IN HIM. LIFE [...] AND ACTIVITY OF THE INSUBSTANTIAL [...] THE [...] WHICH EXISTS IN HIM [EXISTS] IN HIM [...] EXISTS BECAUSE OF [HIM ...] BLESSED AND A [...] PERFECT, AND [...] WHICH EXIST IN [...] WHICH REALLY EXISTS. THE FORM OF THE ACTIVITY WHICH EXISTS IS BLESSED. BY RECEIVING EXISTENCE, HE RECEIVES POWER, THE [...] A PERFECTION [...] SEPARATE FOREVER. THEN HE EXISTS AS A PERFECT ONE. THEREFORE, HE EXISTS AS A PERFECT ONE BECAUSE HE IS UNDIVIDED WITH HIS OWN REGION, FOR NOTHING EXISTS BEFORE HIM EXCEPT THE [PERFECT] UNITY. (PAGES 69-72 ARE BLANK; THEY MAY HAVE BEEN NUMBERED.) 73 EXISTENCE [...] [...] SHE IS SALVATION [...] [ALL ...] AND HE [...] [...] BE ABLE, NOR DOES HE [...] [...] HIM, IF HE [...] HIM TO HIM, ALL THESE [...] [...] FOR HE [WHO] [...] IN EXISTENCE [...] THIS ONE, HE TOTALLY [EXISTS] AS LIFE, AND IN BLESSEDNESS HE HAS KNOWLEDGE. IF HE APPREHENDS THE [GLORIES], HE IS PERFECT; BUT IF HE APPREHENDS [TWO] OR ONE, HE IS DRUNK, AS HE HAS RECEIVED [FROM] HIM. IT IS BECAUSE OF [HIM] THAT THERE EXIST THOSE WITH SOULS AND THOSE WITHOUT SOULS; BECAUSE OF HIM (EXIST) THOSE WHO WILL BE SAVED; BECAUSE OF HIM (EXIST) THOSE WHO WILL [PERISH] SINCE THEY HAVE NOT [RECEIVED] FROM HIM; BECAUSE OF [HIM] (EXISTS) MATTER AND BODIES; BECAUSE OF HIM (EXIST) NON- 74 [...] [BECAUSE OF] HIM [...] EVERY [...] BECAUSE OF [...] [...] THIS ONE [...] WHO [PRE-] EXISTS AND HE [...] [...] A [SIMPLE] HEAD, [A] SINGLE SPIRIT [...] HE IS [...], AND [...] EXISTENCE, FORM, [...] [...] OF HIM. IT IS [IN ACCORDANCE WITH] ACTIVITY, THAT IS [...] LIFE, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH PERFECTION, THAT IS INTELLECTUAL POWER, THAT SHE IS A [...] LIGHT. IT IS AT ONE TIME THAT THE THREE, STAND AT ONE TIME THEY MOVE. IT IS IN EVERY PLACE YET NOT IN ANY PLACE THAT THE INEFFABLE UNNAMEABLE ONE [...] AND PRODUCES THEM ALL. [...] EXIST FROM HIM[...] RESTING IN HIM [...] IN HER PERFECTION HE HAS NOT RECEIVED FROM [EVERY] FORM 75 BECAUSE OF HIM (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] ANYTHING [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] IN EXISTENCE [...] DWELL IN THE [...] OF LIFE. BUT IN PERFECTION AND [KNOWLEDGE] (IS) BLESSEDNESS. ALL [THESE] DWELL [IN THE] INDIVISIBILITY OF [THE] SPIRIT. BECAUSE OF KNOWLEDGE [...] IS [DIVINITY] AND [...] AND BLESSEDNESS AND LIFE AND KNOWLEDGE AND GOODNESS AND UNITY AND SINGLENESS. IN SHORT, ALL THESE (ARE) THE PURITY OF BARRENNESS [...] PRE-EXISTS HIM [...] ALL THESE AND THE 76 [...] HIS [...] [...] IN [...] (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) AEON, A [...] IN A [...] BARRENNESS, HE [...] HE ALWAYS [...] HIM WHEN HE SAW HIM [...] IT IS BECAUSE HE [IS] ONE THAT HE IS SIMPLE. BECAUSE HE IS BLESSEDNESS IN PERFECTION [...] ONE, PERFECT AND [BLESSED]. IT IS BECAUSE SHE WAS IN NEED OF HIS [...] THAT SHE WAS IN NEED OF THIS FROM HIM, BECAUSE HE FOLLOWED [HER] WITH KNOWLEDGE. IT IS OUTSIDE OF HIM THAT HIS KNOWLEDGE DWELLS; IT DWELLS WITH THE ONE WHO EXAMINES HIMSELF, A REFLECTION AND A [...] 77 [...] BE IN NEED OF [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] SIMPLE (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] AND [...] HE [...] [...] THIS, SHE [...] [...] THE PLEROMA [...] WHICH SHE DID NOT DESIRE FOR HERSELF. SHE HAS [...] HIM OUTSIDE OF THE [PERFECTION], SHE HAS DIVIDED, FOR SHE IS [THE] ALL-PERFECTION [OF] PERFECTION, EXISTING AS THOUGHT. WITH RESPECT TO HIM [SHE] IS A BEGETTING WHICH FOLLOWS HIM, AND AS ONE FROM HIS INEFFABLE POWER SHE HAS A FIRST POWER AND THE FIRST BARRENESS AFTER HIM, BECAUSE WITH RESPECT TO ALL THE REST A FIRST AEON 78 (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [ALL...]  (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] OF THE [...] [...] AND HIM [...] KNOW HIM, HE REALLY EXISTS AS AN AEON [...] AND IN ACTIVITY [...] POWER AND A [...] SHE DID NOT BEGIN [...] TIME, BUT SHE [APPEARED] FROM ETERNITY, HAVING STOOD BEFORE HIM IN ETERNITY. SHE WAS DARKENED BY THE MAJESTY OF HIS [...] SHE STOOD LOOKING AT HIM AND REJOICING BECAUSE SHE WAS FILLED WITH HIS KINDNESS, [...] BUT WHEN SHE HAD [...] 79 (5 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] SHE [...] [...] FIRST EXISTENCE [...] INSUBSTANTIAL AND THAT [....] IT IS [FROM] THE UNDIVIDED ONE THAT [IT] MOVES TOWARD EXISTENCE IN ACTIVITY AND [INTELLECTUAL] PERFECTION AND INTELLECTUAL LIFE, WHICH WAS BLESSEDNESS AND DIVINITY. THE [WHOLE] SPIRIT, PERFECT, SIMPLE AND INVISIBLE, HAS BECOME SINGLENESS IN EXISTENCE AND ACTIVITY AND A SIMPLE TRIPLE-[POWER], AN INVISIBLE SPIRIT, AN IMAGE OF THAT WHICH REALLY EXISTS, THE ONE 80 (5 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) OF THE REALLY [EXISTING] ONE [...] [HE] EXISTS IN A [...] SHE BEING AN IMAGE [...] IN A TURNING [...] POWER TO JOIN WITH HIS [...] SHE HAVING SEEN THE [...] WHICH EXISTED [...] ALL-PERFECTION [...] THAT ONE, BECAUSE HE [...] PRE-EXIST AND [...] REST UPON ALL THESE, HE [...] PRE-EXIST BEING KNOWN AS TRIPLE-POWERFUL. THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT HAS NOT EVER [BEEN) IGNORANT. HE ALWAYS KNEW, BUT HE WAS ALWAYS PERFECTION [AND] BLESSEDNESS [....] 81 SHE BECAME IGNORANT [...] AND SHE [...] BODY AND [...] PROMISE [...] LIGHT [...] [...] SHE EXISTS [...] [...] IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT NOT COME FORTH ANYMORE NOR COME INTO EXISTENCE APART FROM PERFECTION. SHE KNEW HERSELF AND HIM. HAVING MADE HERSELF STAND, SHE WAS AT REST BECAUSE OF HIM, SINCE SHE WAS [FROM] HIM WHO REALLY EXISTS, {SHE WAS FROM HIM WHO REALLY EXISTS) AND ALL THOSE. (THUS), SHE KNOWS HERSELF AND HIM WHO PRE-EXISTS. BY FOLLOWING HIM THEY CAME INTO BEING EXISTING (THEY CAME INTO BEING EXISTING) AND APPEARING THROUGH THOSE 82 WHO PRE-EXIST. AND [...] THROUGH THE [...] THEY HAVING APPEARED [...] TWO [...] THEY APPEARED [...THE ONE] WHO KNOWS HIM BEFOREHAND, AS AN ETERNAL SPACE, SINCE HE HAD BECOME HIS SECOND KNOWLEDGE, ONCE AGAIN THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS KNOWLEDGE, THE UNBORN KALYPTOS. [THEY] STOOD UPON HIM WHO REALLY EXISTS, FOR SHE KNEW ABOUT HIM, IN ORDER THAT THOSE WHO FOLLOW HER MIGHT COME INTO BEING HAVING A PLACE AND THAT THOSE WHO COME FORTH (FROM HER) MIGHT NOT BE BEFORE HER BUT MIGHT BECOME HOLY (AND) SIMPLE. SHE IS THE COMPREHENSION OF GOD 83 WHO PRE- [EXISTS. SHE] RESTED [...] TO THE SIMPLE [...] SALVATION SALVATION [...] [...] HE [...] [...] LIGHT WHICH WAS FORE- [KNOWN]. SHE WAS CALLED BARBELO BECAUSE (OF HER BEING) THOUGHT; THE TRIPLE [RACE] (WHICH IS) MALE, VIRGINAL (AND) PERFECT AND HER KNOWLEDGE THROUGH WHICH SHE CAME INTO BEING IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT NOT [...] HER DOWN AND THAT SHE MIGHT NOT COME FORTH ANYMORE THROUGH THOSE IN HER AND THOSE WHO FOLLOW HER. RATHER, SHE IS SIMPLE IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT BE ABLE TO KNOW THE GOD WHO PRE-EXISTS BECAUSE SHE CAME INTO BEING AS A GOOD (PRODUCT) OF HIM SINCE SHE  (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) 84 [...] BARRENNESS [...] THIRD [...] TWO [...] OF THIS WAY [...] [...] AND MALE [...]  (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] AND THE [...] BARRENNESS [...] [...] SHE IS A SECOND [...] SHE STOOD [...] FIRST OF THE REALITY [WHICH] REALLY EXISTS [...] [...] THE BLESSEDNESS [...] OF THE INVISIBLE [SPIRIT], THE KNOWLEDGE [...] THE FIRST EXISTENCE IN THE SIMPLICITY OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT IN THE UNITY. IT IS IN THAT PURE SINGLENESS THAT HE IS SIMILAR AND [...] SPECIES. AND HE WHO [...] EXIST [...] 85 (6 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] AND KNOWS [...] AND THE [...] AND THE [PERFECTION] AND [...] PRODUCES AND [...] THE FIRST KALYPTOS [...] THEM ALL, EXISTENCE AND ACTIVITY, DIVINITY, RACE AND SPECIES. BUT ARE POWERS ONE? IN WHAT WAY (IS IT) THAT HE IS ONE, THAT IS, NOT A PARTIAL ONE, BUT (ONE OF) THOSE OF THE ALL? WHAT IS THE UNITY WHICH IS UNITY? IS HE FROM [...] ACTIVITY [...] LIFE AND [...] OF...AND [...] 86 (7 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) POWER [...] AS [...] [...] PERCEPTIBLE [...] [...] ALL-PERFECT [...] [...] SHE HAVING SPOKEN, [...] "YOU ARE GREAT, APHREDON, YOU ARE PERFECT, NEPHREDON?" TO HIS EXISTENCE SHE SAYS, "YOU ARE GREAT, DEIPHA[...]. SHE [IS] HIS ACTIVITY AND LIFE AND DIVINITY. YOU ARE GREAT, HARMEDON [...], WHO BELONGS TO ALL THE GLORIES, EPIPHA-AND HIS BLESSEDNESS AND THE PERFECTION [OF] THE SINGLENESS [...] ALL [...]" 87 (6 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] FOREVER [...] INTELLECTUAL [...PERFECT] THE VIRGIN BARBELO THROUGH THE SIMPLICITY OF THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE TRIPLE POWERFUL INVISIBLE SPIRIT. SHE WHO HAS KNOWN HIM HAS KNOWN HERSELF. AND HE, BEING ONE EVERYWHERE, BEING UNDIVIDED, HAVING [...] HAS [...] AND SHE HAS KNOWN [HERSELF AS] HIS ACTIVITY [...] AND HE HAS KNOWN [...] KNOWLEDGE [...] WITHIN 88 [...] (7 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) BLESS [...] [...] BERITHEUS, ERIGNAOR, ORIMENIOS, ARAMEN, ALPHLEGES, ELILIOUPHEUS, LALAMENUS, NOETHEUS [...] GREAT IS YOUR NAME [...] IT IS STRONG. HE WHO KNOWS (IT) KNOWS EVERYTHING. YOU ARE ONE, YOU ARE ONE, SIOU, E[...], APHREDON, YOU ARE THE [AEON] OF THE AEONS OF THE PERFECT GREAT ONE, THE FIRST KALYPTOS OF THE [...] ACTIVITY, AND [...] HE IS [...] HIS IMAGE [...] OF HIS, HE [...] 89 [...] (7 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...EXISTENCE] [...] AND HE (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] IN [...THE GLORY] [...] GLORIES [...] A [...] IN (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] AEON (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 90 (8 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) EXIST [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [AND  (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [BLESSED ...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [PERFECT...] (7 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 91 (8 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] GOD (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] FIRST [...] AND POWERS [...ALL-PERFECT] THEY ARE [...] OF ALL THESE AND A CAUSE OF [THEM] ALL, A [...] BARBELO  (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] HIM AND [...] ALL THESE [...] HE NOT HAVING [...] AND HIS [...] BECOME [...] BUT 92 [...] (8 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) OF [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [AND ...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) AND A [...] IN A [...] ACCORDING TO THE [THOUGHT] WHICH REALLY [EXISTS...] WHICH EXISTS AS [...] NAME [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) KALYPTOS [...] THE [...] TRIPLE [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) BUT [...] 93 NAME HIM. ALL THESE COME, AS IT WERE, FROM HIM WHO IS PURE. IF YOU GIVE GLORY BECAUSE OF HIM, AND IF YOU [...] EXISTENCE [...] HIS [...]A [...] SIMPLE  (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] HE WILL (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] THAT ONE [...KNOW] HIM (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] PERFECT HE BEING [...PERFECT] AND [...] [...] PERFECT (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] HIS (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] HIM [...] TO THE (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) 94 HE WAS NOT ABLE TO SEE HER. THEREFORE, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO RECEIVE HIM IN THIS WAY IN MAJESTIC PURITY AS A PERFECT HEAD OF [HIM WHO] IS IN [...] [...] WHICH [...KNOW] HIM CONCERNING [...] SAY IT [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) WHICH [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) WHICH [...] FOR (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...EXIST] TOGETHER [...] AND [...] (5 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) NOR [...] 95 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THESE AND ANGELS, AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THESE AND MEN, AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THESE AND EXISTENCE. AND [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] AND [PERCEPTION] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] REALLY (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) FOR [...] THE [PERCEPTIBLE] WORLD [...] LIKE (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) EXISTENCE [...] FOR [...] AND [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) (LINES 20FF DO NOT SURVIVE) 96 WILL APPROACH HIM IN KNOWLEDGE. HE RECEIVES POWER, BUT HE WHO IS FAR FROM HIM IS HUMBLED." AND I SAID, "WHY THEN HAVE THE JUDGES COME INTO BEING? WHAT [...] IS THE [SUFFERING] OF THE [...] FOR (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) AND [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) BUT [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) THROUGH [...] WHO [...] SUFFERING [...] THROUGH [...] THE [...] [...] EXISTS [...] SHE DWELLS [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) (LINES 22FF, CA. 4 LINES, DO NOT SURVIVE) 97 MALE, SINCE SHE IS KNOWLEDGE [OF] THE TRIPLE POWERFUL INVISIBLE GREAT SPIRIT, THE IMAGE OF [THE FIRST] KALYPTOS, THE [BLESSEDNESS] IN THE [INVISIBLE] SPIRIT, [...] THE (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] FOR [...] HE KNOWS (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] FILL [...] SHE APPEARS [...] KNOWLEDGE [...] SHE STANDS [...] (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) (LINES 21FF, CA. 6 LINES, DO NOT SURVIVE) 98 [...] A PERFECT UNITY OF A COMPLETE UNITY, AND WHEN SHE DIVIDED THE ALL [...] FROM THE ALL [...] EXISTENCE AND [...] [...] THE THOUGHTS [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [PERCEPTION] (L2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) (LINES 22FF, CA. 5 LINES, DO NOT SURVIVE) 99 [...] [EXISTENCE...] [...] IN [...] WHICH (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) KNOWLEDGE (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] SHE BLESSES (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] WHICH (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] AND (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) (LINES 21FF, CA. 6 LINES, DO NOT SURVIVE) 100 (5 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) ARM[OZEL (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) IS THE [...] [THROUGH...] POWER [...] (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) WHICH [...] (6 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) (LINES 22FF, CA. 4 LINES, DO NOT SURVIVE) 101 [...] INVISIBLE [...] [...] THAT ONE [...] [...THIS] IS THE [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] FORM (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] OF A (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] KALYPTOS [...] UNDIVIDED (6 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) (LINES 20FF, CA. 4 LINES, DO NOT SURVIVE) 102 [...] WHICH EXIST [...] [...] THE [...]  (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) AND [...] (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) HE [...] (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) AND [...] THOSE [...] A [...] (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) SOME [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) (LINES 22FF, CA. 4 LINES, DO NOT SURVIVE) 103 [...] ORIGIN [...] [WHICH] REALLY EXISTS [...] [...] EXIST [... ESSENCE] [...] IN [...THIS] IS [...] THE (5 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] THEY [...]NOT (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] THIS (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) (LINES 20FF, CA. 6 LINES, DO NOT SURVIVE) 104 [...] SHE APPEARS [...] OF THOSE WHO [...] [...] OF THE [...] AND [...] THIS [...] THE [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) SEE [...] (5 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) HE[...] REALLY [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) THAT[...] AND[...] (5 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) (LINES 24FF, CA. 4 LINES, DO NOT SURVIVE) 105 ARE THOSE WHO [STAND...] THE AEON OF [...] COME UP TO [...] [...] WHICH EXIST IN [...] HE ON THE ONE HAND [...] [...] HE [...] ONE [...] AN ORIGIN (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] AND [...] HE [...] MATTER [...] SINGLE (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...EXIST] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] WHICH [...] AND (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) (LINES 22FF, CA. 4 LINES, DO NOT SURVIVE) 106 [...] AND HE EXISTS [...] HE IS [...] AND [...] MARK OF A [...] [...] AN [...] NOR OF [...] [...] HE [...] WHICH [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) AND [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) NUMBER [...] LIVE [...] ACCORDING TO [...] WHICH [...] (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) WHICH [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) (LINES 23FF, CA. 4 LINES, DO NOT SURVIVE) 107 THEM [...] [...] AND [...] EXISTENCE [...] [...] AND THE [...] EXIST AS [...] REFLECTION [...] FIRST (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] FIRST [...] OF THE (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) [...] HE (9 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) (LINES 22FF, CA. 6 LINES, DO NOT SURVIVE) 108 [...] NOT, THEY GIVING [...] [...] HE WHO EXISTS [...] [...] ALL AND HE [...] A MULTITUDE [...] CREATION (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) AND [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) THE [...]  (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) IN THE [...] THESE [...] THE[...] OF [...] ALIVE [...] (4 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) IN [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) (PAGES 109-112 DO NOT SURVIVE) 113 AND ANGELS AND DAIMONS AND MINDS AND SOULS AND LIVING BEINGS AND TREES AND BODIES AND THOSE WHICH ARE BEFORE THEM: THOSE OF THE SIMPLE ELEMENTS OF SIMPLE ORIGINS, AND THOSE WHICH AREIN [...] AND UNMIXED CONFUSION, AIR [AND] WATER AND EARTH AND NUMBER AND YOKING AND MOVEMENT AND [...] AND ORDER AND BREATH AND ALL THE REST. THEY ARE FOURTH POWERS WHICH ARE [IN] THE FOURTH AEON, THOSE WHICH] ARE IN THE [...] AND [...] PERFECT OF [...] POWERS [...] POWERS [...] OF [...] OF [...] ANGELS [OF THE] ANGELS, SOULS [OF THE] SOULS, LIVING BEINGS [OF THE] LIVING BEINGS, TREES [OF] [THE TREES...] [...] AND...  (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 114 HIS OWN. THERE ARE THOSE WHO ARE AS BEGOTTEN, AND THOSE WHO ARE IN AN UNBORN BEGETTING, AND THERE ARE THOSE WHO ARE HOLY AND ETERNAL, AND THE IMMUTABLE ONES IN DEATH AND DESTRUCTION IN INDESTRUCTIBILITY; AND THERE ARE THOSE WHO ARE AS ALL; THERE ARE THOSE [WHO ARE] RACES AND THOSE WHO ARE [IN] A WORLD AND ORDER; THERE ARE THOSE IN [INDESTRUCTIBILITY], AND THERE ARE THE FIRST [WHO STAND] AND THE SECOND [IN] ALL OF THEM. [ALL] THOSE [WHO] ARE FROM THEM AND [THOSE WHO] ARE [IN] THEM, AND [FROM] THESE WHO [FOLLOW] THEM [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) THESE [...] AND [THE] FOURTH AEONS STOOD [...] [...] THEY EXISTING [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 115 IN THEM, HE BEING SCATTERED ABROAD. THEY ARE NOT CROWDED AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, BUT TO THE CONTRARY THEY ARE ALIVE, EXISTING IN THEMSELVES AND AGREEING WITH ONE ANOTHER, AS THEY ARE FROM A SINGLE ORIGIN. THEY ARE RECONCILED BECAUSE THEY ARE ALL IN A SINGLE AEON OF KALYPTOS, [...] BEING DIVIDED IN POWER, FOR THEY EXIST IN ACCORD WITH EACH OF THE AEONS, STANDING IN RELATIONSHIP TO THE ONE WHICH HAS REACHED THEM. BUT KALYPTOS IS [A] SINGLE AEON; [HE] HAS FOUR DIFFERENT AEONS. IN ACCORD WITH EACH OF THE AEONS THEY HAVE POWERS, NOT LIKE FIRST AND SECOND (POWERS), FOR ALL THESE [ARE] ETERNITIES, [BUT] THEY ARE DIFFERENT [...] AND ORDER AND GLORY [...] WHICH EXISTS [IN...] FOUR AEONS AND [...] WHO PRE-EXISTS [...] GOD [...] [...] THEY ARE [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) 116 ALL OF THEM EXIST IN ONE, DWELLING TOGETHER AND PERFECTED INDIVIDUALLY IN FELLOWSHIP AND FILLED WITH THE AEON WHICH REALLY EXISTS. THERE ARE THOSE AMONG THEM (WHO STAND) AS DWELLING IN ESSENCE AND THOSE (WHO STAND) AS ESSENCE IN CONDUCT OR [SUFFERING] BECAUSE THEY ARE IN A SECOND, FOR THE UNENGENDEREDNESS OF THE UNGENERATED ONE WHO REALLY EXISTS IS AMONG THEM. WHEN THE UNGENERATED HAVE COME INTO BEING, THEIR POWER STANDS; THERE IS AN INCORPOREAL ESSENCE WITH [AN] IMPERISHABLE [BODY]. THE [IMMUTABLE ONE] IS [THERE] WHO [REALLY] EXISTS. BECAUSE IT TRANSFORMS [THROUGH] CHANGE, THE [...] IN DESTRUCTIBLE FIRE STANDS WITH [ALL] [THESE ...] [...] ONE [...] 117 HE STANDS. IT IS THERE THAT ALL LIVING BEINGS, DWELL, EXISTING INDIVIDUALLY (YET) ALL JOINED TOGETHER. THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE KNOWLEDGE IS THERE TOGETHER WITH A SETTING UP OF IGNORANCE. CHAOS IS THERE AND A PERFECT PLACE FOR ALL OF THEM, AND THEY ARE STRANGE. TRUE LIGHT (IS THERE), ALSO ENLIGHTENED DARKNESS TOGETHER WITH THE ONE WHO DOES NOT REALLY EXIST - [HE] DOES NOT REALLY EXIST. [...] THE NON-BEING WHO DOES NOT EXIST AT ALL. BUT IT IS HE, THE GOOD, FROM WHOM DERIVES THE GOOD AND WHAT IS PLEASANT AND THE DIVINE; (IT IS HE) FROM [WHOM] COMES GOD AND HE WHO [...], HE WHO IS GREAT. FOR [...] IN PART [...] FORM AND GOD THAT [...]AND THE ONE [...] [...] A GOD [...] [...] ALL THESE [...] [...] DARKNESS [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) 118 AND A RACE. HE HAS NOT MIXED WITH ANYTHING, BUT HE REMAINS ALONE IN HIMSELF AND RESTS HIMSELF ON HIS LIMITLESS LIMIT. HE IS [THE] GOD OF THOSE WHO REALLY EXIST, A SEER AND A REVEALER OF GOD. WHEN SHE HAD STRENGTHENED HIM WHO [KNEW HER], THE AEON BARBELO, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE INVISIBLE TRIPLE POWERFUL PERFECT SPIRIT, IN ORDER TO [...] HER, SAID, "HE [...] A LIFE. I AM ALIVE IN [...] YOU, THE ONE, ARE ALIVE. HE IS ALIVE, [HE] WHO IS THREE. IT IS YOU WHO ARE [THE] THREE WHO ARE THREE [DOUBLED...] E E E. THE FIRST OF SEVEN [...] THE THIRD [...] THE SECOND [...] E E E E A A A A A A A [...] [...] TWO, BUT HE [FOUR ...] [...] KNOWLEDGE [...] (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) 119 A PART? WHAT KIND OF MIND, AND WHAT KIND OF WISDOM? WHAT KIND OF UNDERSTANDING, WHAT KIND OF TEACHING? HIS LIGHTS ARE NAMED (AS FOLLOWS): THE FIRST IS ARMEDON AND SHE WHO IS WITH HIM, [...]; THE SECOND IS DIPHANE [...AND] SHE WHO IS WITH HIM, DEIPHA...THE THIRD IS [MALSED]ON AND SHE WHO IS WITH HIM [...]; THE FOURTH IS [...]S AND SHE WHO IS WITH HIM, OLMIS. KALYPTOS EXISTS HAVING [...] WITH HIS FORM. HE IS INVISIBLE TO ALL THESE SO THAT THEY ALL MIGHT BE STRENGTHENED BY HIM [...] [...] HE EXISTS IN [...] ALL-PERFECT BECAUSE [HE HAS] FOUR EXISTING (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...] NOR ACCORDING TO A [...] ALONE...BARBELO [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 120 KNOW HIM AND THE ONE WHO IS SET OVER A SECOND. THE FIRST OF THE AEONS IS HARMEDON, THE FATHER-GLORY. THE SECOND LIGHT (IS) ONE WHOM [HE DOES] NOT [KNOW], BUT ALL THE [INDIVIDUALS], WISDOM [...] EXIST IN THE FOURTH AEON WHO HAS REVEALED [HIMSELF] AND ALL THE GLORIES. [THE THIRD] LIGHT (IS) HE [...] NOT HIM, AS THE WORD OF ALL [THE FORMS] AND THAT OTHER [GLORY], UNDERSTANDING, [WHO IS] IN THE THIRD [AEON]. THERE ARE FOUR IN MALSEDON AND [...] NIOS. THE FOURTH LIGHT IS THE ONE WHO [...] OF ALL THE FORMS EXISTING [...] A TEACHING AND GLORY [...] AND THE TRUTH OF THE [FOUR AEONS], OLMIS, [...] AND THE [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 121 FIFTH. THE FIRST (IS THE ONE) WHO IS THE SECOND, THAT IS, IT IS THE ALL-PERFECT KALYPTOS, FOR THE FOUR LIGHTS EXIST. IT IS KALYPTOS WHO HAS DIVIDED AGAIN, AND THEY EXIST TOGETHER. ALL WHO KNOW THOSE WHO EXIST AS GLORIES ARE PERFECT. THIS ONE [...] KNOWS EVERYTHING ABOUT THEM ALL IS ALL-PERFECT. FROM HIM IS EVERY POWER, EVERY ONE AND THEIR ENTIRE AEON, BECAUSE THEY ALL COME TO HIM AND THEY ALL COME FROM HIM, THE POWER OF THEM ALL (AND) THE ORIGIN OF THEM ALL. WHEN HE LEARNED [OF THEM], HE BECAME A [...] AEON AND AN INGENERATENESS. [...] OTHER AEONS [IN...] A [...] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 122 BECOME A BARBELO, HE BECOMES A FIRST AEON BECAUSE OF THE ETERNITY OF THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT, THE SECOND INGENERATENESS. THESE ARE ALL THE GLORIES: THE LIMITLESS APHREDONS, [...] THE INEFFABLES, THE REVEALERS, ALL THE [...] IMMUTABLES, THE GLORY-REVEALERS, THE TWICE-REVEALED MARSEDONS, THE LIMITLESS SOLMISES, THE SELF-REVEALERS WHO ARE [FULL] OF GLORY, THOSE WHO [WAIT FOR] GLORY, THE BLESSERS, THE MARSEDONS, THE KALYPTOI WHO [...] THE LIMITS [...] UPON THE LIMITS [...] THOSE WHO EXIST [...] (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) (LINES 24FF, I OR 2, DO NOT SURVIVE) 123 TEN THOUSAND GLORIES IN THEM. THEREFORE, HE IS A PERFECT GLORY SO THAT WHENEVER HE CAN JOIN (ANOTHER) AND PREVAIL, HE EXISTS AS PERFECT. THUS, EVEN IF HE ENTERS INTO A BODY AND A DEATH (COMING) FROM MATTER, THEY DO NOT RECEIVE GREATER HONOR BECAUSE OF THEIR ALL-PERFECTNESS FROM WHOM CAME ALL THESE, BEING PERFECT, TOGETHER WITH THOSE WHO ARE WITH HIM. INDEED, EACH OF THE AEONS HAS TEN THOUSAND AEONS IN HIMSELF, SO THAT BY EXISTING TOGETHER HE MAY BECOME A PERFECT AEON. HE EXISTS IN THE [BLESSEDNESS] OF THE TRIPLE [POWERFUL] PERFECT INVISIBLE [SPIRIT...] SILENCE [...] WHO BECAME FIRST [...] AND THE KNOWLEDGE (3 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 124 WHOLE, A SILENCE OF THE SECOND KNOWLEDGE, THE FIRST THOUGHT IN THE WILL OF THE TRIPLE POWERFUL, BECAUSE HE COMMANDED IT TO KNOW HIM, SO THAT HE MIGHT BECOME ALL-PERFECT AND PERFECT IN HIMSELF. BY SIMPLICITY AND BLESSEDNESS, HE IS KNOWN. [I RECEIVED] GOODNESS THROUGH THAT FOLLOWER OF THE BARBELO AEON WHO GIVES BEING TO HIMSELF. [...] IS NOT THE POWER, BUT SHE IS THE ONE WHO BELONGS TO HIM. THE AEONS WHICH REALLY EXIST DO SO IN SILENCE. EXISTENCE WAS INACTIVITY, AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE SELF-ESTABLISHED KALYPTOS WAS INEFFABLE. HAVING COME [FROM THE] FOURTH, THE [...] THOUGHT, THE PROTO[PHANES], AS (THE) PERFECT MALE [MIND] (2 LINES UNRECOVERABLE) 125 HE IS HIS IMAGE, EQUAL TO HIM IN POWER AND GLORY BUT WITH RESPECT TO ORDER HIGHER THAN HIM, (YET NOT HIGHER) IN AEON. LIKE HIM HE HAS ALL THESE (PARTS) LIVING (AND) DWELLING TOGETHER IN ONE. TOGETHER WITH THE AEON IN THE AEONS HE HAS A FOURFOLD DIFFERENCE WITH ALL THE REST WHO ARE THERE. BUT KALYPTOS REALLY EXISTS, AND WITH HIM IS LOCATED SHE WHO BELONGS TO ALL THE GLORIES, YOUEL, THE MALE VIRGIN GLORY, THROUGH WHOM ARE SEEN THE ALL-PERFECT ONES. THOSE WHO STAND BEFORE HIM ARE THE TRIPLE [...] CHILD, THE TRIPLE [...], THE AUTOGENES [...] HE HAS [...] IN ONE [... THE ONE] AGAIN WHO PREVAILS OVER THE [...] EXISTING IN [...] 126 OF TEN THOUSAND-FOLD. THE FIRST AEON IN HIM, FROM WHOM IS THE FIRST LIGHT, (IS) SOLMIS AND THE GOD REVEALER, SINCE HE IS INFINITE ACCORDING TO THE TYPE IN THE KALYPTOS AEON AND DOXOMEDON. THE SECOND AEON (IS) AKREMON THE INEFFABLE TOGETHER WITH THE SECOND LIGHT ZACHTHOS AND YACHTOS. THE THIRD AEON IS AMBROSIOS THE VIRGIN TOGETHER WITH THE THIRD LIGHT SETHEUS AND ANTIPHANTES. THE FOURTH AEON IS THE BLESSER [...] RACE WITH [THE] FOURTH LIGHT [SELDAO] AND ELENOS. THE [...] HIM [...] [...] ARMEDON (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) 127 PHOE ZOE ZEOE ZE[...] ZOSI ZOSI ZAO ZEOOO ZESEN ZES- EN - THE INDIVIDUALS AND THE FOUR WHO ARE EIGHT-FOLD ARE ALIVE. EOOOO EAEO - YOU WHO ARE BEFORE THEM, AND YOU WHO ARE IN THEM ALL. THEY ARE WITHIN THE PERFECT MALE ARMEDON PROTOPHANES OF ALL THOSE WHO DWELL TOGETHER. SINCE ALL THE INDIVIDUALS WERE EXISTING AS PERFECT ONES, THE ACTIVITY OF ALL THE INDIVIDUALS APPEARED AGAIN AS THE DIVINE AUTOGENES. HE STANDS WITHIN AN AEON BECAUSE THERE ARE WITHIN HIM FOUR DIFFERENT SELF-BEGOTTEN AEONS. THE FIRST AEON IN HIM AS THE FIRST LIGHT (IS) HARMOZEL-ORNEOS-EUTHROUNIOS. [HE] WAS CALLED (1 LINE UNRECOVERABLE) [...THE] SECOND [AEON AS] [THE SECOND LIGHT IS] [ORAIAEL...]-UDAS[...]OS, AP[...] 128 ARROS[...]. THE THIRD (AEON) OF THE THIRD LIGHT (IS) DAVEITHE-LARANEUS-EPIPHANIOS-EIDEOS. THE FOURTH (AEON) AS THE FOURTH LIGHT (IS) ELELETH-KODERE- EPIPHANIOS-ALLOGENIOS. BUT AS FOR ALL THE REST WHO ARE IN MATTER, THEY WERE ALL LEFT (THERE). IT WAS BECAUSE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GREATNESS, AUDACITY AND POWER THAT THEY CAME INTO EXISTENCE AND COMFORTED THEMSELVES. BECAUSE THEY DID NOT KNOW GOD, THEY SHALL PASS AWAY. BEHOLD, ZOSTRIANOS, YOU HAVE HEARD ALL THESE THINGS OF THE GODS ARE IGNORANT AND (WHICH) SEEM INFINITE TO ANGELS." I TOOK COURAGE AND SAID, "I AM [STILL] WONDERING ABOUT THE TRIPLE POWERFUL INVISIBLE PERFECT SPIRIT: HOW HE EXISTS FOR HIMSELF, [HOW HE CAUSES] EVERYTHING [...] WHO REALLY EXIST [...] WHAT IS THE [...] [...] AND [...] [...] OF [...] 129 VERY [...] THEY SET [ME] DOWN (AND) LEFT. APOPHANTES AND APHROPAIS, THE VIRGIN-LIGHT, CAME BEFORE ME AND BROUGHT ME INTO PROTOPHANES, (THE) GREAT MALE PERFECT MIND. I SAW ALL OF THEM AS THEY EXIST IN ONE. I JOINED WITH THEM ALL (AND) BLESSED THE KALYPTOS AEON, THE VIRGIN BARBELO AND THE INVISIBLE SPIRIT. I BECAME ALL-PERFECT AND RECEIVED POWER. I WAS WRITTEN IN GLORY AND SEALED. I RECEIVED THERE A PERFECT CROWN. I CAME FORTH TO THE PERFECT INDIVIDUALS, AND ALL OF THEM WERE QUESTIONING ME. THEY WERE LISTENING TO THE LOFTINESS OF MY KNOWLEDGE. THEY WERE REJOICING AND RECEIVING POWER. WHEN I AGAIN CAME DOWN TO THE AEONS OF AUTOGENES, I RECEIVED A TRUE IMAGE, PURE (YET) SUITABLE FOR THE PERCEPTIBLE (WORLD). I CAME DOWN TO THE AEON COPIES AND CAME DOWN HERE 130 TO THE AIRY-EARTH. I WROTE THREE TABLETS (AND) LEFT THEM AS KNOWLEDGE FOR THOSE WHO WOULD COME AFTER ME, THE LIVING ELECT. THEN I CAME DOWN TO THE PERCEPTIBLE WORLD AND PUT ON MY IMAGE. BECAUSE IT WAS IGNORANT, I STRENGTHENED IT (AND) WENT ABOUT PREACHING THE TRUTH TO EVERYONE. NEITHER THE ANGELIC BEINGS OF THE WORLD NOR THE ARCHONS SAW ME, FOR I NEGATED A MULTITUDE OF [JUDGMENTS] WHICH BROUGHT ME NEAR DEATH. BUT AN ERRING MULTITUDE I AWAKENED SAYING, "KNOW THOSE WHO ARE ALIVE AND THE HOLY SEED OF SETH. DO NOT [SHOW] DISOBEDIENCE TO ME. [AWAKEN] YOUR DIVINE PART TO GOD, AND AS FOR YOUR SINLESS ELECT SOUL, STRENGTHEN IT. BEHOLD DEATH HERE AND SEEK THE IMMUTABLE INGENERATENESS, THE [FATHER] OF EVERYTHING. HE INVITES YOU, WHILE THEY REPROVE YOU. ALTHOUGH THEY ILL-TREAT 131 YOU, HE WILL NOT ABANDON YOU. DO NOT BAPTIZE YOURSELVES WITH DEATH NOR ENTRUST YOURSELVES TO THOSE WHO ARE INFERIOR TO YOU INSTEAD OF TO THOSE WHO ARE BETTER. FLEE FROM THE MADNESS AND THE BONDAGE OF FEMALENESS AND CHOOSE FOR YOURSELVES THE SALVATION OF MALENESS. YOU HAVE NOT COME TO SUFFER; RATHER, YOU HAVE COME TO ESCAPE YOUR BONDAGE. RELEASE YOURSELVES, AND THAT WHICH HAS BOUND YOU WILL BE DISSOLVED. SAVE YOURSELVES SO THAT YOUR SOUL MAY BE SAVED. THE KIND FATHER HAS SENT YOU THE SAVIOR AND GIVEN YOU STRENGTH. WHY ARE YOU HESITATING? SEEK WHEN YOU ARE SOUGHT; WHEN YOU ARE INVITED, LISTEN, FOR TIME IS SHORT. DO NOT BE LED ASTRAY. THE AEON OF THE AEONS OF THE LIVING ONES IS GREAT, YET (SO ALSO IS) THE [PUNISHMENT] OF THOSE WHO ARE UNCONVINCED. MANY BONDS AND CHASTISERS SURROUND YOU. 132 FLEE QUICKLY BEFORE DEATH REACHES YOU. LOOK AT THE LIGHT. FLEE THE DARKNESS. DO NOT BE LED ASTRAY TO YOUR DESTRUCTION. ZOSTRIANOS ORACLES OF TRUTH OF ZOSTRIANOS, GOD OF TRUTH, TEACHINGS OF ZOROASTER.
THE HOLY APOCRYPHA [DEUTEROCANONICAL TOP-SECRET BOOKS] KNOWN AS THE MIDDLE TESTAMENT
THE BOOK OF TOBIT
{1:1} THE BOOK OF THE WORDS OF TOBIT, SON OF TOBIEL, THE SON OF ANANIEL, THE SON OF ADUEL, THE SON OF GABAEL, OF THE SEED OF ASAEL, OF THE TRIBE OF NEPHTHALI; {1:2} WHO IN THE TIME OF ENEMESSAR KING OF THE ASSYRIANS WAS LED CAPTIVE OUT OF THISBE, WHICH IS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THAT CITY, WHICH IS CALLED PROPERLY NEPHTHALI IN GALILEE ABOVE ASER. {1:3} I TOBIT HAVE WALKED ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE IN THE WAYS OF TRUTH AND JUSTICE, AND I DID MANY ALMSDEEDS TO MY BRETHREN, AND MY NATION, WHO CAME WITH ME TO NINEVE, INTO THE LAND OF THE ASSYRIANS. {1:4} AND WHEN I WAS IN MINE OWN COUNTRY, IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL BEING BUT YOUNG, ALL THE TRIBE OF NEPHTHALI MY FATHER FELL FROM THE HOUSE OF JERUSALEM, WHICH WAS CHOSEN OUT OF ALL THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL, THAT ALL THE TRIBES SHOULD SACRIFICE THERE, WHERE THE TEMPLE OF THE HABITATION OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WAS CONSECRATED AND BUILT FOR ALL AGES. {1:5} NOW ALL THE TRIBES WHICH TOGETHER REVOLTED, AND THE HOUSE OF MY FATHER NEPHTHALI, SACRIFICED UNTO THE HEIFER BAAL. {1:6} BUT I ALONE WENT OFTEN TO JERUSALEM AT THE FEASTS, AS IT WAS ORDAINED UNTO ALL THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL BY AN EVERLASTING DECREE, HAVING THE FIRSTFRUITS AND TENTHS OF INCREASE, WITH THAT WHICH WAS FIRST SHORN; AND THEM GAVE I AT THE ALTAR TO THE PRIESTS THE CHILDREN OF AARON. {1:7} THE FIRST TENTH PART OF ALL INCREASE I GAVE TO THE SONS OF AARON, WHO MINISTERED AT JERUSALEM: ANOTHER TENTH PART I SOLD AWAY, AND WENT, AND SPENT IT EVERY YEAR AT JERUSALEM: {1:8} AND THE THIRD I GAVE UNTO THEM TO WHOM IT WAS MEET, AS DEBORA MY FATHER’S MOTHER HAD COMMANDED ME, BECAUSE I WAS LEFT AN ORPHAN BY MY FATHER. {1:9} FURTHERMORE, WHEN I WAS COME TO THE AGE OF A MAN, I MARRIED ANNA OF MINE OWN KINDRED, AND OF HER I BEGAT TOBIAS. {1:10} AND WHEN WE WERE CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVES TO NINEVE, ALL MY BRETHREN AND THOSE THAT WERE OF MY KINDRED DID EAT OF THE BREAD OF THE GENTILES. {1:11} BUT I KEPT MYSELF FROM EATING; {1:12} BECAUSE I REMEMBERED GOD WITH ALL MY HEART. {1:13} AND THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] GAVE ME GRACE AND FAVOUR BEFORE ENEMESSAR, SO THAT I WAS HIS PURVEYOR. {1:14} AND I WENT INTO MEDIA, AND LEFT IN TRUST WITH GABAEL, THE BROTHER OF GABRIAS, AT RAGES A CITY OF MEDIA TEN TALENTS OF SILVER. {1:15} NOW WHEN ENEMESSAR WAS DEAD, SENNACHERIB HIS SON REIGNED IN HIS STEAD; WHOSE ESTATE WAS TROUBLED, THAT I COULD NOT GO INTO MEDIA. {1:16} AND IN THE TIME OF ENEMESSAR I GAVE MANY ALMS TO MY BRETHREN, AND GAVE MY BREAD TO THE HUNGRY, {1:17} AND MY CLOTHES TO THE NAKED: AND IF I SAW ANY OF MY NATION DEAD, OR CAST ABOUT THE WALLS OF NINEVE, I BURIED HIM. {1:18} AND IF THE KING SENNACHERIB HAD SLAIN ANY, WHEN HE WAS COME, AND FLED FROM JUDEA, I BURIED THEM PRIVILY; FOR IN HIS WRATH HE KILLED MANY; BUT THE BODIES WERE NOT FOUND, WHEN THEY WERE SOUGHT FOR OF THE KING. {1:19} AND WHEN ONE OF THE NINEVITES WENT AND COMPLAINED OF ME TO THE KING, THAT I BURIED THEM, AND HID MYSELF; UNDERSTANDING THAT I WAS SOUGHT FOR TO BE PUT TO DEATH, I WITHDREW MYSELF FOR FEAR. {1:20} THEN ALL MY GOODS WERE FORCIBLY TAKEN AWAY, NEITHER WAS THERE ANY THING LEFT ME, BESIDE MY WIFE ANNA AND MY SON TOBIAS. {1:21} AND THERE PASSED NOT FIVE AND FIFTY DAYS, BEFORE TWO OF HIS SONS KILLED HIM, AND THEY FLED INTO THE MOUNTAINS OF ARARATH; AND SARCHEDONUS HIS SON REIGNED IN HIS STEAD; WHO APPOINTED OVER HIS FATHER’S ACCOUNTS, AND OVER ALL HIS AFFAIRS, ACHIACHARUS MY BROTHER ANAEL’S SON. {1:22} AND ACHIACHARUS INTREATING FOR ME, I RETURNED TO NINEVE. NOW ACHIACHARUS WAS CUPBEARER, AND KEEPER OF THE SIGNET, AND STEWARD, AND OVERSEER OF THE ACCOUNTS: AND SARCHEDONUS APPOINTED HIM NEXT UNTO HIM: AND HE WAS MY BROTHER’S SON. 
{2:1} NOW WHEN I WAS COME HOME AGAIN, AND MY WIFE ANNA WAS RESTORED UNTO ME, WITH MY SON TOBIAS, IN THE FEAST OF PENTECOST, WHICH IS THE HOLY FEAST OF THE SEVEN WEEKS, THERE WAS A GOOD DINNER PREPARED ME, IN THE WHICH I SAT DOWN TO EAT. {2:2} AND WHEN I SAW ABUNDANCE OF MEAT, I SAID TO MY SON, GO AND BRING WHAT POOR MAN SOEVER THOU SHALT FIND OUT OF OUR BRETHREN, WHO IS MINDFUL OF THE LORD; AND, LO, I TARRY FOR THEE. {2:3} BUT HE CAME AGAIN, AND SAID, FATHER, ONE OF OUR NATION IS STRANGLED, AND IS CAST OUT IN THE MARKETPLACE. {2:4} THEN BEFORE I HAD TASTED OF ANY MEAT, I STARTED UP, AND TOOK HIM UP INTO A ROOM UNTIL THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN. {2:5} THEN I RETURNED, AND WASHED MYSELF, AND ATE MY MEAT IN HEAVINESS, {2:6} REMEMBERING THAT PROPHECY OF AMOS, AS HE SAID, YOUR, FEASTS SHALL BE TURNED INTO MOURNING, AND ALL YOUR MIRTH INTO LAMENTATION. {2:7} THEREFORE I WEPT: AND AFTER THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN I WENT AND MADE A GRAVE, AND BURIED HIM. {2:8} BUT MY NEIGHBOURS MOCKED ME, AND SAID, THIS MAN IS NOT YET AFRAID TO BE PUT TO DEATH FOR THIS MATTER: WHO FLED AWAY; AND YET, LO, HE BURIETH THE DEAD AGAIN. {2:9} THE SAME NIGHT ALSO I RETURNED FROM THE BURIAL, AND SLEPT BY THE WALL OF MY COURTYARD, BEING POLLUTED AND MY FACE WAS UNCOVERED: {2:10} AND I KNEW NOT THAT THERE WERE SPARROWS IN THE WALL, AND MINE EYES BEING OPEN, THE SPARROWS MUTED WARM DUNG INTO MINE EYES, AND A WHITENESS CAME IN MINE EYES: AND I WENT TO THE PHYSICIANS, BUT THEY HELPED ME NOT: MOREOVER, ACHIACHARUS DID NOURISH ME, UNTIL I WENT INTO ELYMAIS.    {2:11} AND MY WIFE ANNA DID TAKE WOMEN’S WORKS TO DO. {2:12} AND WHEN SHE HAD SENT THEM HOME TO THE OWNERS, THEY PAID HER WAGES, AND GAVE HER ALSO BESIDES A KID. {2:13} AND WHEN IT WAS IN MY HOUSE, AND BEGAN TO CRY, I SAID UNTO HER, FROM WHENCE IS THIS KID? IS IT NOT STOLEN? RENDER IT TO THE OWNERS; FOR IT IS NOT LAWFUL TO EAT ANY THING THAT IS STOLEN. {2:14} BUT SHE REPLIED UPON ME, IT WAS GIVEN FOR A GIFT MORE THAN THE WAGES. HOWBEIT I DID NOT BELIEVE HER, BUT BADE HER RENDER IT TO THE OWNERS: AND I WAS ABASHED AT HER. BUT SHE REPLIED UPON ME, WHERE ARE THINE ALMS AND THY RIGHTEOUS DEEDS? BEHOLD, THOU AND ALL THY WORKS ARE KNOWN. 
{3:1} THEN I BEING GRIEVED DID WEEP, AND IN MY SORROW PRAYED, SAYING, {3:2} O LORD, THOU ART JUST, AND ALL THY WORKS AND ALL THY WAYS ARE MERCY AND TRUTH, AND THOU JUDGEST TRULY AND JUSTLY FOREVER. {3:3} REMEMBER ME, AND LOOK ON ME, PUNISH ME NOT FOR MY SINS AND IGNORANCES, AND THE SINS OF MG FATHERS, WHO HAVE SINNED BEFORE THEE: {3:4} FOR THEY OBEYED NOT THY COMMANDMENTS: WHEREFORE THOU HAST DELIVERED US FOR A SPOIL, AND UNTO CAPTIVITY, AND UNTO DEATH, AND FOR A PROVERB OF REPROACH TO ALL THE NATIONS AMONG WHOM WE ARE DISPERSED. {3:5} AND NOW THY JUDGMENTS ARE MANY AND TRUE: DEAL WITH ME ACCORDING TO MY SINS AND MY FATHERS’: BECAUSE WE HAVE NOT KEPT THY COMMANDMENTS, NEITHER HAVE WALKED IN TRUTH BEFORE THEE. {3:6} NOW THEREFORE DEAL WITH ME AS SEEMETH BEST UNTO THEE, AND COMMAND MY SPIRIT TO BE TAKEN FROM ME, THAT I MAY BE DISSOLVED, AND BECOME EARTH: FOR IT IS PROFITABLE FOR ME TO DIE RATHER THAN TO LIVE, BECAUSE I HAVE HEARD FALSE REPROACHES, AND HAVE MUCH SORROW: COMMAND THEREFORE THAT I MAY NOW BE DELIVERED OUT OF THIS DISTRESS, AND GO INTO THE EVERLASTING PLACE: TURN NOT THY FACE AWAY FROM ME. {3:7} IT CAME TO PASS THE SAME DAY, THAT IN ECBATANE A CITY OF MEDIA SARA THE DAUGHTER OF RAGUEL WAS ALSO REPROACHED BY HER FATHER’S MAIDS; {3:8} BECAUSE THAT SHE HAD BEEN MARRIED TO SEVEN HUSBANDS, WHOM ASMODEUS THE EVIL SPIRIT HAD KILLED, BEFORE THEY HAD LAIN WITH HER. DOST THOU NOT KNOW, SAID THEY, THAT THOU HAST STRANGLED THINE HUSBANDS? THOU HAST HAD ALREADY SEVEN HUSBANDS, NEITHER WAST THOU NAMED AFTER ANY OF THEM. {3:9} WHEREFORE DOST THOU BEAT US FOR THEM? IF THEY BE DEAD, GO THY WAYS AFTER THEM, LET US NEVER SEE OF THEE EITHER SON OR DAUGHTER. {3:10} WHE SHE HEARD THESE THINGS, SHE WAS VERY SORROWFUL, SO THAT SHE THOUGHT TO HAVE STRANGLED HERSELF; AND SHE SAID, I AM THE ONLY DAUGHTER OF MY FATHER, AND IF I DO THIS, IT SHALL BE A REPROACH UNTO HIM, AND I SHALL BRING HIS OLD AGE WITH SORROW UNTO THE GRAVE. {3:11} THEN SHE PRAYED TOWARD THE WINDOW, AND SAID, BLESSED ART THOU, O LORD MY GOD, AND THINE HOLY AND GLORIOUS NAME IS BLESSED AND HONOURABLE FOR EVER: LET ALL THY WORKS PRAISE THEE FOR EVER. {3:12} AND NOW, O LORD, I SET I MINE EYES AND MY FACE TOWARD THEE, {3:13} AND SAY, TAKE ME OUT OF THE EARTH, THAT I MAY HEAR NO MORE THE REPROACH. {3:14} THOU KNOWEST, LORD, THAT I AM PURE FROM ALL SIN WITH MAN, {3:15} AND THAT I NEVER POLLUTED MY NAME, NOR THE NAME OF MY FATHER, IN THE LAND OF MY CAPTIVITY: I AM THE ONLY DAUGHTER OF MY FATHER, NEITHER HATH HE ANY CHILD TO BE HIS HEIR, NEITHER ANY NEAR KINSMAN, NOR ANY SON OF HIS ALIVE, TO WHOM I MAY KEEP MYSELF FOR A WIFE: MY SEVEN HUSBANDS ARE ALREADY DEAD; AND WHY SHOULD I LIVE? BUT IF IT PLEASE NOT THEE THAT I SHOULD DIE, COMMAND SOME REGARD TO BE HAD OF ME, AND PITY TAKEN OF ME, THAT I HEAR NO MORE REPROACH. {3:16} SO THE PRAYERS OF THEM BOTH WERE HEARD BEFORE THE MAJESTY OF THE GREAT GOD. {3:17} AND RAPHAEL WAS SENT TO HEAL THEM BOTH, THAT IS, TO SCALE AWAY THE WHITENESS OF TOBIT’S EYES, AND TO GIVE SARA THE DAUGHTER OF RAGUEL FOR A WIFE TO TOBIAS THE SON OF TOBIT; AND TO BIND ASMODEUS THE EVIL SPIRIT; BECAUSE SHE BELONGED TO TOBIAS BY RIGHT OF INHERITANCE. THE SELFSAME TIME CAME TOBIT HOME, AND ENTERED INTO HIS HOUSE, AND SARA THE DAUGHTER OF RAGUEL CAME DOWN FROM HER UPPER CHAMBER. 
{4:1} IN THAT DAY TOBIT REMEMBERED THE MONEY WHICH HE HAD COMMITTED TO GABAEL IN RAGES OF MEDIA, {4:2} AND SAID WITH HIMSELF, I HAVE WISHED FOR DEATH; WHEREFORE DO I NOT CALL FOR MY SON TOBIAS THAT I MAY SIGNIFY TO HIM OF THE MONEY BEFORE I DIE? {4:3} AND WHEN HE HAD CALLED HIM, HE SAID, MY SON, WHEN I AM DEAD, BURY ME; AND DESPISE NOT THY MOTHER, BUT HONOUR HER ALL THE DAYS OF THY LIFE, AND DO THAT WHICH SHALL PLEASE HER, AND GRIEVE HER NOT. {4:4} REMEMBER, MY SON, THAT SHE SAW MANY DANGERS FOR THEE, WHEN THOU WAST IN HER WOMB: AND WHEN SHE IS DEAD, BURY HER BY ME IN ONE GRAVE. {4:5} MY SON, BE MINDFUL OF THE LORD OUR GOD ALL THY DAYS, AND LET NOT THY WILL BE SET TO SIN, OR TO TRANSGRESS HIS COMMANDMENTS: DO UPRIGHTLY ALL THY LIFE LONG, AND FOLLOW NOT THE WAYS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. {4:6} FOR IF THOU DEAL TRULY, THY DOINGS SHALL PROSPEROUSLY SUCCEED TO THEE, AND TO ALL THEM THAT LIVE JUSTLY. {4:7} GIVE ALMS OF THY SUBSTANCE; AND WHEN THOU GIVEST ALMS, LET NOT THINE EYE BE ENVIOUS, NEITHER TURN THY FACE FROM ANY POOR, AND THE FACE OF GOD SHALL NOT BE TURNED AWAY FROM THEE. {4:8} IF THOU HAST ABUNDANCE GIVE ALMS ACCORDINGLY: IF THOU HAVE BUT A LITTLE, BE NOT AFRAID TO GIVE ACCORDING TO THAT LITTLE: {4:9} FOR THOU LAYEST UP A GOOD TREASURE FOR THYSELF AGAINST THE DAY OF NECESSITY. {4:10} BECAUSE THAT ALMS DO DELIVER FROM DEATH, AND SUFFERETH NOT TO COME INTO DARKNESS. {4:11} FOR ALMS IS A GOOD GIFT UNTO ALL THAT GIVE IT IN THE SIGHT OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. {4:12} BEWARE OF ALL WHOREDOM, MY SON, AND CHIEFLY TAKE A WIFE OF THE SEED OF THY FATHERS, AND TAKE NOT A STRANGE WOMAN TO WIFE, WHICH IS NOT OF THY FATHER’S TRIBE: FOR WE ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE PROPHETS, NOE, ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB: REMEMBER, MY SON, THAT OUR FATHERS FROM THE BEGINNING, EVEN THAT THEY ALL MARRIED WIVES OF THEIR OWN KINDRED, AND WERE BLESSED IN THEIR CHILDREN, AND THEIR SEED SHALL INHERIT THE LAND. {4:13} NOW THEREFORE, MY SON, LOVE THY BRETHREN, AND DESPISE NOT IN THY HEART THY BRETHREN, THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF THY PEOPLE, IN NOT TAKING A WIFE OF THEM: FOR IN PRIDE IS DESTRUCTION AND MUCH TROUBLE, AND IN LEWDNESS IS DECAY AND GREAT WANT: FOR LEWDNESS IS THE MOTHER OF FAMINE. {4:14} LET NOT THE WAGES OF ANY MAN, WHICH HATH WROUGHT FOR THEE, TARRY WITH THEE, BUT GIVE HIM IT OUT OF HAND: FOR IF THOU SERVE GOD, HE WILL ALSO REPAY THEE: BE CIRCUMSPECT MY SON, IN ALL THINGS THOU DOEST, AND BE WISE IN ALL THY CONVERSATION. {4:15} DO THAT TO NO MAN WHICH THOU HATEST: DRINK NOT WINE TO MAKE THEE DRUNKEN: NEITHER LET DRUNKENNESS GO WITH THEE IN THY JOURNEY. {4:16} GIVE OF THY BREAD TO THE HUNGRY, AND OF THY GARMENTS TO THEM THAT ARE NAKED; AND ACCORDING TO THINE ABUNDANCE GIVE ALMS: AND LET NOT THINE EYE BE ENVIOUS, WHEN THOU GIVEST ALMS. {4:17} POUR OUT THY BREAD ON THE BURIAL OF THE JUST, BUT GIVE NOTHING TO THE WICKED. {4:18} ASK COUNSEL OF ALL THAT ARE WISE, AND DESPISE NOT ANY COUNSEL THAT IS PROFITABLE. {4:19} BLESS THE LORD THY GOD ALWAY, AND DESIRE OF HIM THAT THY WAYS MAY BE DIRECTED, AND THAT ALL THY PATHS AND COUNSELS MAY PROSPER: FOR EVERY NATION HATH NOT COUNSEL; BUT THE LORD HIMSELF GIVETH ALL GOOD THINGS, AND HE HUMBLETH WHOM HE WILL, AS HE WILL; NOW THEREFORE, MY SON, REMEMBER MY COMMANDMENTS, NEITHER LET THEM BE PUT OUT OF THY MIND. {4:20} AND NOW I SIGNIFY THIS TO THEY THAT I COMMITTED TEN TALENTS TO GABAEL THE SON OF GABRIAS AT RAGES IN MEDIA. {4:21} AND FEAR NOT, MY SON, THAT WE ARE MADE POOR: FOR THOU HAST MUCH WEALTH, IF THOU FEAR GOD, AND DEPART FROM ALL SIN, AND DO THAT WHICH IS PLEASING IN HIS SIGHT. 
{5:1} TOBIAS THEN ANSWERED AND SAID, FATHER, I WILL DO ALL THINGS WHICH THOU HAST COMMANDED ME: {5:2} BUT HOW CAN I RECEIVE THE MONEY, SEEING I KNOW HIM NOT? {5:3} THEN HE GAVE HIM THE HANDWRITING, AND SAID UNTO HIM, SEEK THEE A MAN WHICH MAY GO WITH THEE, WHILES I YET LIVE, AND I WILL GIVE HIM WAGES: AND GO AND RECEIVE THE MONEY. {5:4} THEREFORE WHEN HE WENT TO SEEK A MAN, HE FOUND RAPHAEL THAT WAS AN ANGEL. {5:5} BUT HE KNEW NOT; AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, CANST THOU GO WITH ME TO RAGES? AND KNOWEST THOU THOSE PLACES WELL? {5:6} TO WHOM THE ANGEL SAID, I WILL GO WITH THEE, AND I KNOW THE WAY WELL: FOR I HAVE LODGED WITH OUR BROTHER GABAEL. {5:7} THEN TOBIAS SAID UNTO HIM, TARRY FOR ME, TILL I TELL MY FATHER. {5:8} THEN HE SAID UNTO HIM, GO AND TARRY NOT. SO, HE WENT IN AND SAID TO HIS FATHER, BEHOLD, I HAVE FOUND ONE WHICH WILL GO WITH ME. THEN HE SAID, CALL HIM UNTO ME, THAT I MAY KNOW OF WHAT TRIBE HE IS, AND WHETHER HE BE A TRUSTY MAN TO GO WITH THEE. {5:9} SO HE CALLED HIM, AND HE CAME IN, AND THEY SALUTED ONE ANOTHER. {5:10} THEN TOBIT SAID UNTO HIM, BROTHER, SHEW ME OF WHAT TRIBE AND FAMILY THOU ART. {5:11} TO WHOM HE SAID, DOST THOU SEEK FOR A TRIBE OR FAMILY, OR A HIRED MAN TO GO WITH THY SON? THEN TOBIT SAID UNTO HIM, I WOULD KNOW, BROTHER, THY KINDRED AND NAME. {5:12} THEN HE SAID, I AM AZARIAS, THE SON OF ANANIAS THE GREAT, AND OF THY BRETHREN. {5:13} THEN TOBIT SAID, THOU ART WELCOME, BROTHER; BE NOT NOW ANGRY WITH ME, BECAUSE I HAVE ENQUIRED TO KNOW THY TRIBE AND THY FAMILY; FOR THOU ART MY BROTHER, OF AN HONEST AND GOOD STOCK: FOR I KNOW ANANIAS AND JONATHAS, SONS OF THAT GREAT SAMAIAS, AS WE WENT TOGETHER TO JERUSALEM TO WORSHIP, AND OFFERED THE FIRSTBORN, AND THE TENTHS OF THE FRUITS; AND THEY WERE NOT SEDUCED WITH THE ERROR OF OUR BRETHREN: MY BROTHER, THOU ART OF A GOOD STOCK. {5:14} BUT TELL ME, WHAT WAGES SHALL I GIVE THEE? WILT THOU A DRACHM A DAY, AND THINGS NECESSARY, AS TO MINE OWN SON? {5:15} YEA, MOREOVER, IF YE RETURN SAFE, I WILL ADD SOMETHING TO THY WAGES. {5:16} SO THEY WERE WELL PLEASED. THEN SAID HE TO TOBIAS, PREPARE THYSELF FOR THE JOURNEY, AND GOD SEND YOU A GOOD JOURNEY. AND WHEN HIS SON HAD PREPARED ALL THINGS FAR THE JOURNEY, HIS FATHER SAID, GO THOU WITH THIS MAN, AND GOD, WHICH DWELLETH IN HEAVEN, PROSPER YOUR JOURNEY, AND THE ANGEL OF GOD KEEP YOU COMPANY. SO, THEY WENT FORTH BOTH, AND THE YOUNG MAN’S DOG WITH THEM. {5:17} BUT ANNA HIS MOTHER WEPT, AND SAID TO TOBIT, WHY HAST THOU SENT AWAY OUR SON? IS HE NOT THE STAFF OF OUR HAND, IN GOING IN AND OUT BEFORE US? {5:18} BE NOT GREEDY TO ADD MONEY TO MONEY: BUT LET IT BE AS REFUSE IN RESPECT OF OUR CHILD. {5:19} FOR THAT WHICH THE LORD HATH GIVEN US TO LIVE WITH DOTH SUFFICE US. {5:20} THEN SAID TOBIT TO HER, TAKE NO CARE, MY SISTER; HE SHALL RETURN IN SAFETY, AND THINE EYES SHALL SEE HIM. {5:21} FOR THE GOOD ANGEL WILL KEEP HIM COMPANY, AND HIS JOURNEY SHALL BE PROSPEROUS, AND HE SHALL RETURN SAFE.    {5:22} THEN SHE MADE AN END OF WEEPING. 
{6:1} AND AS THEY WENT ON THEIR JOURNEY, THEY CAME IN THE EVENING TO THE RIVER TIGRIS, AND THEY LODGED THERE. {6:2} AND WHEN THE YOUNG MAN WENT DOWN TO WASH HIMSELF, A FISH LEAPED OUT OF THE RIVER, AND WOULD HAVE DEVOURED HIM. {6:3} THEN THE ANGEL SAID UNTO HIM, TAKE THE FISH. AND THE YOUNG MAN LAID HOLD OF THE FISH, AND DREW IT TO LAND. {6:4} TO WHOM THE ANGEL SAID, OPEN THE FISH, AND TAKE THE HEART AND THE LIVER AND THE GALL, AND PUT THEM UP SAFELY. {6:5} SO THE YOUNG MAN DID AS THE ANGEL COMMANDED HIM; AND WHEN THEY HAD ROASTED THE FISH, THEY DID EAT IT: THEN THEY BOTH WENT ON THEIR WAY, TILL THEY DREW NEAR TO ECBATANE. {6:6} THEN THE YOUNG MAN SAID TO THE ANGEL, BROTHER AZARIAS, TO WHAT USE IS THE HEART AND THE LIVER AND THE GAL OF THE FISH? {6:7} AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, TOUCHING THE HEART AND THE LIVER, IF A DEVIL OR AN EVIL SPIRIT TROUBLE ANY, WE MUST MAKE A SMOKE THEREOF BEFORE THE MAN OR THE WOMAN, AND THE PARTY SHALL BE NO MORE VEXED. {6:8} AS FOR THE GALL, IT IS GOOD TO ANOINT A MAN THAT HATH WHITENESS IN HIS EYES, AND HE SHALL BE HEALED. {6:9} AND WHEN THEY WERE COME NEAR TO RAGES, {6:10} THE ANGEL SAID TO THE YOUNG MAN, BROTHER, TO DAY WE SHALL LODGE WITH RAGUEL, WHO IS THY COUSIN; HE ALSO HATH ONE ONLY DAUGHTER, NAMED SARA; I WILL SPEAK FOR HER, THAT SHE MAY BE GIVEN THEE FOR A WIFE. {6:11} FOR TO THEE DOTH THE RIGHT OF HER APPERTAIN, SEEING THOU ONLY ART OF HER KINDRED. {6:12} AND THE MAID IS FAIR AND WISE: NOW THEREFORE HEAR ME, AND I WILL SPEAK TO HER FATHER; AND WHEN WE RETURN FROM, RAGES, WE WILL CELEBRATE THE MARRIAGE: FOR I KNOW THAT RAGUEL CANNOT MARRY HER TO ANOTHER ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MOSES, BUT HE SHALL BE GUILTY OF DEATH, BECAUSE THE RIGHT OF INHERITANCE DOTH RATHER APPERTAIN TO THEE THAN TO ANY OTHER. {6:13} THEN THE YOUNG MAN ANSWERED THE ANGEL, I HAVE HEARD, BROTHER AZARIAS THAT THIS MAID HATH BEEN GIVEN TO SEVEN MEN, WHO ALL DIED IN THE MARRIAGE CHAMBER. {6:14} AND NOW I AM THE ONLY SON OF MY FATHER, AND I AM AFRAID, LEST IF I GO IN UNTO HER, I DIE, AS THE OTHER BEFORE: FOR A WICKED SPIRIT LOVETH HER, WHICH HURTETH NO BODY, BUT THOSE WHICH COME UNTO HER; WHEREFORE I ALSO FEAR LEST I DIE, AND BRING MY FATHER’S AND MY MOTHER’S LIFE BECAUSE OF ME TO THE GRAVE WITH SORROW: FOR THEY HAVE NO OTHER SON TO BURY THEM. {6:15} THEN THE ANGEL SAID UNTO HIM, DOST THOU NOT REMEMBER THE PRECEPTS WHICH THY FATHER GAVE THEE, THAT THOU SHOULDEST MARRY A WIFE OF THINE OWN KINDRED? WHEREFORE HEAR ME, O MY BROTHER; FOR SHE SHALL BE GIVEN THEE TO WIFE; AND MAKE THOU NO RECKONING OF THE EVIL SPIRIT; FOR THIS SAME NIGHT SHALL SHE BE GIVEN THEE IN MARRIAGE. {6:16} AND WHEN THOU SHALT COME INTO THE MARRIAGE CHAMBER, THOU SHALT TAKE THE ASHES OF PERFUME, AND SHALT LAY UPON THEM SOME OF THE HEART AND LIVER OF THE FISH, AND SHALT MAKE A [HOLY] SMOKE WITH IT: {6:17} AND THE DEVIL SHALL SMELL IT, AND FLEE AWAY, AND NEVER COME AGAIN ANY MORE: BUT WHEN THOU SHALT COME TO HER, RISE UP BOTH OF YOU, AND PRAY TO GOD WHICH IS MERCIFUL, WHO WILL HAVE PITY ON YOU, AND SAVE YOU: FEAR NOT, FOR SHE IS APPOINTED UNTO THEE FROM THE BEGINNING; AND THOU SHALT PRESERVE HER, AND SHE SHALL GO WITH THEE. MOREOVER, I SUPPOSE THAT SHE SHALL BEAR THEE CHILDREN. NOW WHEN TOBIAS HAD HEARD THESE THINGS, HE LOVED HER, AND HIS HEART WAS EFFECTUALLY JOINED TO HER. 
{7:1} AND WHEN THEY WERE COME TO ECBATANE, THEY CAME TO THE HOUSE OF RAGUEL, AND SARA MET THEM: AND AFTER THEY HAD SALUTED ONE ANOTHER, SHE BROUGHT THEM INTO THE HOUSE. {7:2} THEN SAID RAGUEL TO EDNA HIS WIFE, HOW LIKE IS THIS YOUNG MAN TO TOBIT MY COUSIN! {7:3} AND RAGUEL ASKED THEM, FROM WHENCE ARE YE, BRETHREN? TO WHOM THEY SAID, WE ARE OF THE SONS OF NEPHTHALIM, WHICH ARE CAPTIVES IN NINEVE. {7:4} THEN HE SAID TO THEM, DO YE KNOW TOBIT OUR KINSMAN? AND THEY SAID, WE KNOW HIM. THEN SAID HE, IS HE IN GOOD HEALTH? {7:5} AND THEY SAID, HE IS BOTH ALIVE, AND IN GOOD HEALTH: AND TOBIAS SAID, HE IS MY FATHER. {7:6} THEN RAGUEL LEAPED UP, AND KISSED HIM, AND WEPT, {7:7} AND BLESSED HIM, AND SAID UNTO HIM, THOU ART THE SON OF AN HONEST AND GOOD MAN. BUT WHEN HE HAD HEARD THAT TOBIT WAS BLIND, HE WAS SORROWFUL, AND WEPT. {7:8} AND LIKEWISE EDNA HIS WIFE AND SARA HIS DAUGHTER WEPT. MOREOVER, THEY ENTERTAINED THEM CHEERFULLY; AND AFTER THAT THEY HAD KILLED A RAM OF THE FLOCK, THEY SET STORE OF MEAT ON THE TABLE. THEN SAID TOBIAS TO RAPHAEL, BROTHER AZARIAS, SPEAK OF THOSE THINGS OF WHICH THOU DIDST TALK IN THE WAY, AND LET THIS BUSINESS BE DISPATCHED. {7:9} SO HE COMMUNICATED THE MATTER WITH RAGUEL: AND RAGUEL SAID TO TOBIAS, EAT AND DRINK, AND MAKE MERRY: {7:10} FOR IT IS MEET THAT THOU SHOULDEST MARRY MY DAUGHTER: NEVERTHELESS, I WILL DECLARE UNTO THEE THE TRUTH. {7:11} I HAVE GIVEN MY DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TE SEVEN MEN, WHO DIED THAT NIGHT THEY CAME IN UNTO HER: NEVERTHELESS, FOR THE PRESENT BE MERRY. BUT TOBIAS SAID, I WILL EAT NOTHING HERE, TILL WE AGREE AND SWEAR ONE TO ANOTHER. {7:12} RAGUEL SAID, THEN TAKE HER FROM HENCEFORTH ACCORDING TO THE MANNER, FOR THOU ART HER COUSIN, AND SHE IS THINE, AND THE MERCIFUL GOD GIVE YOU GOOD SUCCESS IN ALL THINGS. {7:13} THEN HE CALLED HIS DAUGHTER SARA, AND SHE CAME TO HER FATHER, AND HE TOOK HER BY THE HAND, AND GAVE HER TO BE WIFE TO TOBIAS, SAYING, BEHOLD, TAKE HER AFTER THE LAW OF MOSES, AND LEAD HER AWAY TO THY FATHER. AND HE BLESSED THEM; {7:14} AND CALLED EDNA HIS WIFE, AND TOOK PAPER, AND DID WRITE AN INSTRUMENT OF COVENANTS, AND SEALED IT. {7:15} THEN THEY BEGAN TO EAT. {7:16} AFTER RAGUEL CALLED HIS WIFE EDNA, AND SAID UNTO HER, SISTER, PREPARE ANOTHER CHAMBER, AND BRING HER IN THITHER. {7:17} WHICH WHEN SHE HAD DONE AS HE HAD BIDDEN HER, SHE BROUGHT HER THITHER: AND SHE WEPT, AND SHE RECEIVED THE TEARS OF HER DAUGHTER, AND SAID UNTO HER, {7:18} BE OF GOOD COMFORT, MY DAUGHTER; THE LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH GIVE THEE JOY FOR THIS THY SORROW: BE OF GOOD COMFORT, MY DAUGHTER. 
{8:1} AND WHEN THEY HAD SUPPED, THEY BROUGHT TOBIAS IN UNTO HER. {8:2} AND AS HE WENT, HE REMEMBERED THE WORDS OF RAPHAEL, AND TOOK THE ASHES OF THE PERFUMES, AND PUT THE HEART AND THE LIVER OF THE FISH THEREUPON, AND MADE A SMOKE THEREWITH. {8:3} THE WHICH SMELL WHEN THE EVIL SPIRIT HAD SMELLED, HE FLED INTO THE UTMOST PARTS OF EGYPT, AND THE ANGEL BOUND HIM. {8:4} AND AFTER THAT THEY WERE BOTH SHUT IN TOGETHER, TOBIAS ROSE OUT OF THE BED, AND SAID, SISTER, ARISE, AND LET US PRAY THAT GOD WOULD HAVE PITY ON US. {8:5} THEN BEGAN TOBIAS TO SAY, BLESSED ART THOU, O GOD OF OUR FATHERS, AND BLESSED IS THY HOLY AND GLORIOUS NAME FOR EVER; LET THE HEAVENS BLESS THEE, AND ALL THY CREATURES. {8:6} THOU MADEST ADAM, AND GAVEST HIM EVE HIS WIFE FOR A HELPER AND STAY: OF THEM CAME MANKIND: THOU HAST SAID, IT IS NOT GOOD THAT MAN SHOULD BE ALONE; LET US MAKE UNTO HIM AN AID LIKE UNTO HIMSELF. {8:7} AND NOW, O LORD, I TAKE NOT THIS MY SISTER FOR LUSH BUT UPRIGHTLY: THEREFORE, MERCIFULLY ORDAIN THAT WE MAY BECOME AGED TOGETHER. {8:8} AND SHE SAID WITH HIM, AMEN. {8:9} SO THEY SLEPT BOTH THAT NIGHT. AND RAGUEL AROSE, AND WENT AND MADE A GRAVE, {8:10} SAYING, I FEAR LEST HE ALSO BE DEAD. {8:11} BUT WHEN RAGUEL WAS COME INTO HIS HOUSE, {8:12} HE SAID UNTO HIS WIFE EDNA. SEND ONE OF THE MAIDS, AND LET HER SEE WHETHER HE BE ALIVE: IF HE BE NOT, THAT WE MAY BURY HIM, AND NO MAN KNOW IT. {8:13} SO THE MAID OPENED THE DOOR, AND WENT IN, AND FOUND THEM BOTH ASLEEP, {8:14} AND CAME FORTH, AND TOLD THEM THAT HE WAS ALIVE. {8:15} THEN RAGUEL PRAISED GOD, AND SAID, O GOD, THOU ART WORTHY TO BE PRAISED WITH ALL PURE AND HOLY PRAISE; THEREFORE, LET THY SAINTS PRAISE THEE WITH ALL THY CREATURES; AND LET ALL THINE ANGELS AND THINE ELECT PRAISE THEE FOR EVER. {8:16} THOU ART TO BE PRAISED, FOR THOU HAST MADE ME JOYFUL; AND THAT IS NOT COME TO ME WHICH I SUSPECTED; BUT THOU HAST DEALT WITH US ACCORDING TO THY GREAT MERCY. {8:17} THOU ART TO BE PRAISED BECAUSE THOU HAST HAD MERCY OF TWO THAT WERE THE ONLY BEGOTTEN CHILDREN OF THEIR FATHERS: GRANT THEM MERCY, O LORD, AND FINISH THEIR LIFE IN HEALTH WITH JOY AND MERCY. {8:18} THEN RAGUEL BADE HIS SERVANTS TO FILL THE GRAVE. {8:19} AND HE KEPT THE WEDDING FEAST FOURTEEN DAYS. {8:20} FOR BEFORE THE DAYS OF THE MARRIAGE WERE FINISHED, RAGUEL HAD SAID UNTO HIM BY AN OATH, THAT HE SHOULD NOT DEPART TILL THE FOURTEEN DAYS OF THE MARRIAGE WERE EXPIRED; {8:21} AND THEN HE SHOULD TAKE THE HALF OF HIS GOODS, AND GO IN SAFETY TO HIS FATHER; AND SHOULD HAVE THE REST WHEN I AND MY WIFE BE DEAD. 
{9:1} THEN TOBIAS CALLED RAPHAEL, AND SAID UNTO HIM, {9:2} BROTHER AZARIAS, TAKE WITH THEE A SERVANT, AND TWO CAMELS, AND GO TO RAGES OF MEDIA TO GABAEL, AND BRING ME THE MONEY, AND BRING HIM TO THE WEDDING. {9:3} FOR RAGUEL HATH SWORN THAT I SHALL NOT DEPART. {9:4} BUT MY FATHER COUNTETH THE DAYS; AND IF I TARRY LONG, HE WILL BE VERY SORRY. {9:5} SO RAPHAEL WENT OUT, AND LODGED WITH GABAEL, AND GAVE HIM THE HANDWRITING: WHO BROUGHT FORTH BAGS WHICH WERE SEALED UP, AND GAVE THEM TO HIM. {9:6} AND EARLY IN THE MORNING THEY WENT FORTH BOTH TOGETHER, AND CAME TO THE WEDDING: AND TOBIAS BLESSED HIS WIFE.
{10:1} NOW TOBIT HIS FATHER COUNTED EVERY DAY: AND WHEN THE DAYS OF THE JOURNEY WERE EXPIRED, AND THEY CAME NOT, {10:2} THEN TOBIT SAID, ARE THEY DETAINED? OR IS GABAEL DEAD, AND THERE IS NO MAN TO GIVE HIM THE MONEY? {10:3} THEREFORE HE WAS VERY SORRY. {10:4} THEN HIS WIFE SAID UNTO HIM, MY SON IS DEAD, SEEING HE STAYETH LONG; AND SHE BEGAN TO WAIL HIM, AND SAID, {10:5} NOW I CARE FOR NOTHING, MY SON, SINCE I HAVE LET THEE GO, THE LIGHT OF MINE EYES. {10:6} TO WHOM TOBIT SAID, HOLD THY PEACE, TAKE NO CARE, FOR HE IS SAFE. {10:7} BUT SHE SAID, HOLD THY PEACE, AND DECEIVE ME NOT; MY SON IS DEAD. AND SHE WENT OUT EVERY DAY INTO THE WAY WHICH THEY WENT, AND DID EAT NO MEAT ON THE DAYTIME, AND CEASED NOT WHOLE NIGHTS TO BEWAIL HER SON TOBIAS, UNTIL THE FOURTEEN DAYS OF THE WEDDING WERE EXPIRED, WHICH RAGUEL HAD SWORN THAT HE SHOULD SPEND THERE. THEN TOBIAS SAID TO RAGUEL, LET ME GO, FOR MY FATHER AND MY MOTHER LOOK NO MORE TO SEE ME. {10:8} BUT HIS FATHER IN LAW SAID UNTO HIM, TARRY WITH ME, AND I WILL SEND TO THY FATHER, AND THEY SHALL DECLARE UNTO HIM HOW THINGS GO WITH THEE. {10:9} BUT TOBIAS SAID, NO; BUT LET ME GO TO MY FATHER. {10:10} THEN RAGUEL AROSE, AND GAVE HIM SARA HIS WIFE, AND HALF HIS GOODS, SERVANTS, AND CATTLE, AND MONEY: {10:11} AND HE BLESSED THEM, AND SENT THEM AWAY, SAYING, THE GOD OF HEAVEN GIVE YOU A PROSPEROUS JOURNEY, MY CHILDREN. {10:12} AND HE SAID TO HIS DAUGHTER, HONOUR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER IN LAW, WHICH ARE NOW THY PARENTS, THAT I MAY HEAR GOOD REPORT OF THEE. AND HE KISSED HER. EDNA ALSO SAID TO TOBIAS, THE LORD OF HEAVEN, RESTORE THEE, MY DEAR BROTHER, AND GRANT THAT I MAY SEE THY CHILDREN OF MY DAUGHTER SARA BEFORE I DIE, THAT I MAY REJOICE BEFORE THE LORD: BEHOLD, I COMMIT MY DAUGHTER UNTO THEE OF SPECIAL TRUST; WHERE ARE DO NOT ENTREAT HER EVIL. 
{11:1} AFTER THESE THINGS TOBIAS WENT HIS WAY, PRAISING GOD THAT HE HAD GIVEN HIM A PROSPEROUS JOURNEY, AND BLESSED RAGUEL AND EDNA HIS WIFE, AND WENT ON HIS WAY TILL THEY DREW NEAR UNTO NINEVE. {11:2} THEN RAPHAEL SAID TO TOBIAS, THOU KNOWEST, BROTHER, HOW THOU DIDST LEAVE THY FATHER: {11:3} LET US HASTE BEFORE THY WIFE, AND PREPARE THE HOUSE. {11:4} AND TAKE IN THINE HAND THE GALL OF THE FISH. SO, THEY WENT THEIR WAY, AND THE DOG WENT AFTER THEM. {11:5} NOW ANNA SAT LOOKING ABOUT TOWARD THE WAY FOR HER SON. {11:6} AND WHEN SHE ESPIED HIM COMING, SHE SAID TO HIS FATHER, BEHOLD, THY SON COMETH, AND THE MAN THAT WENT WITH HIM. {11:7} THEN SAID RAPHAEL, I KNOW, TOBIAS, THAT THY FATHER WILL OPEN HIS EYES. {11:8} THEREFORE ANOINT THOU HIS EYES WITH THE GALL, AND BEING PRICKED THEREWITH, HE SHALL RUB, AND THE WHITENESS SHALL FALL AWAY, AND HE SHALL SEE THEE. {11:9} THEN ANNA RAN FORTH, AND FELL UPON THE NECK OF HER SON, AND SAID UNTO HIM, SEEING I HAVE SEEN THEE, MY SON, FROM HENCEFORTH I AM CONTENT TO DIE. AND THEY WEPT BOTH. {11:10} TOBIT ALSO WENT FORTH TOWARD THE DOOR, AND STUMBLED: BUT HIS SON RAN UNTO HIM, {11:11} AND TOOK HOLD OF HIS FATHER: AND HE STRAKE OF THE GALL ON HIS FATHERS’ EYES, SAYING, BE OF GOOD HOPE, MY FATHER. {11:12} AND WHEN HIS EYES BEGAN TO SMART, HE RUBBED THEM; {11:13} AND THE WHITENESS PILLED AWAY FROM THE CORNERS OF HIS EYES: AND WHEN HE SAW HIS SON, HE FELL UPON HIS NECK. {11:14} AND HE WEPT, AND SAID, BLESSED ART THOU, O GOD, AND BLESSED IS THY NAME FOR EVER; AND BLESSED ARE ALL THINE HOLY ANGELS: {11:15} FOR THOU HAST SCOURGED, AND HAST TAKEN PITY ON ME: FOR, BEHOLD, I SEE MY SON TOBIAS. AND HIS SON WENT IN REJOICING, AND TOLD HIS FATHER THE GREAT THINGS THAT HAD HAPPENED TO HIM IN MEDIA. {11:16} THEN TOBIT WENT OUT TO MEET HIS DAUGHTER IN LAW AT THE GATE OF NINEVE, REJOICING AND PRAISING GOD: AND THEY WHICH SAW HIM GO MARVELLED, BECAUSE HE HAD RECEIVED HIS SIGHT. {11:17} BUT TOBIAS GAVE THANKS BEFORE THEM, BECAUSE GOD HAD MERCY ON HIM. AND WHEN HE CAME NEAR TO SARA HIS DAUGHTER IN LAW, HE BLESSED HER, SAYING, THOU ART WELCOME, DAUGHTER: GOD BE BLESSED, WHICH HATH BROUGHT THEE UNTO US, AND BLESSED BE THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER. AND THERE WAS JOY AMONG ALL HIS BRETHREN WHICH WERE AT NINEVE. {11:18} AND ACHIACHARUS, AND NASBAS HIS BROTHER’S SON, CAME: {11:19} AND TOBIAS’ WEDDING WAS KEPT SEVEN DAYS WITH GREAT JOY.
{12:1} THEN TOBIT CALLED HIS SON TOBIAS, AND SAID UNTO HIM, MY SON, SEE THAT THE MAN, HAVE HIS WAGES, WHICH WENT WITH THEE, AND THOU MUST GIVE HIM MORE. {12:2} AND TOBIAS SAID UNTO HIM, O FATHER, IT IS NO HARM TO ME TO GIVE HIM HALF OF THOSE THINGS WHICH I HAVE BROUGHT: {12:3} FOR HE HATH BROUGHT ME AGAIN TO THEE IN SAFETY, AND MADE WHOLE MY WIFE, AND BROUGHT ME THE MONEY, AND LIKEWISE HEALED THEE. {12:4} THEN THE OLD MAN SAID, IT IS DUE UNTO HIM. {12:5} SO HE CALLED THE ANGEL, AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, TAKE HALF OF ALL THAT YE HAVE BROUGHT AND GO AWAY IN SAFETY. {12:6} THEN HE TOOK THEM BOTH APART, AND SAID UNTO THEM, BLESS GOD, PRAISE HIM, AND MAGNIFY HIM, AND PRAISE HIM FOR THE THINGS WHICH HE HATH DONE UNTO YOU IN THE SIGHT OF ALL THAT LIVE. IT IS GOOD TO PRAISE GOD, AND EXALT HIS NAME, AND HONOURABLY TO SHEW FORTH THE WORKS OF GOD; THEREFORE, BE NOT SLACK TO PRAISE HIM. {12:7} IT IS GOOD TO KEEP CLOSE THE SECRET OF A KING, BUT IT IS HONOURABLE TO REVEAL THE WORKS OF GOD. DO THAT WHICH IS GOOD, AND NO EVIL SHALL TOUCH YOU. {12:8} PRAYER IS GOOD WITH FASTING AND ALMS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. A LITTLE WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS IS BETTER THAN MUCH WITH UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. IT IS BETTER TO GIVE ALMS THAN TO LAY UP GOLD: {12:9} FOR ALMS DOTH DELIVER FROM DEATH, AND SHALL PURGE AWAY ALL SIN. THOSE THAT EXERCISE ALMS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL BE FILLED WITH LIFE: {12:10} BUT THEY THAT SIN ARE ENEMIES TO THEIR OWN LIFE. {12:11} SURELY, I WILL KEEP CLOSE NOTHING FROM YOU. FOR I SAID, IT WAS GOOD TO KEEP CLOSE THE SECRET OF A KING, BUT THAT IT WAS HONOURABLE TO REVEAL THE WORKS OF GOD. {12:12} NOW THEREFORE, WHEN THOU DIDST PRAY, AND SARA THY DAUGHTER IN LAW, I DID BRING THE REMEMBRANCE OF YOUR PRAYERS BEFORE THE HOLY ONE: AND WHEN THOU DIDST BURY THE DEAD, I WAS WITH THEE LIKEWISE. {12:13} AND WHEN THOU DIDST NOT DELAY TO RISE UP, AND LEAVE THY DINNER, TO GO AND COVER THE DEAD, THY GOOD DEED WAS NOT, HID FROM ME: BUT I WAS WITH THEE. {12:14} AND NOW GOD HATH SENT ME TO HEAL THEE AND SARA THY DAUGHTER IN LAW. {12:15} I AM RAPHAEL, ONE OF THE SEVEN HOLY ANGELS, WHICH PRESENT THE PRAYERS OF THE SAINTS, AND WHICH GO IN AND OUT BEFORE THE GLORY OF THE HOLY ONE. {12:16} THEN THEY WERE BOTH TROUBLED, AND FELL UPON THEIR FACES: FOR THEY FEARED. {12:17} BUT HE SAID UNTO THEM, FEAR NOT, FOR IT SHALL GO WELL WITH YOU; PRAISE GOD THEREFORE. {12:18} FOR NOT OF ANY FAVOUR OF MINE, BUT BY THE WILL OF OUR GOD I CAME; WHEREFORE PRAISE HIM FOR EVER. {12:19} ALL THESE DAYS I DID APPEAR UNTO YOU; BUT I DID NEITHER EAT NOR DRINK, BUT YE DID SEE A VISION. {12:20} NOW THEREFORE GIVE GOD THANKS: FOR I GO UP TO HIM THAT SENT ME; BUT WRITE ALL THINGS WHICH ARE DONE IN A BOOK. {12:21} AND WHEN THEY AROSE, THEY SAW HIM NO MORE. {12:22} THEN THEY CONFESSED THE GREAT AND WONDERFUL WORKS OF GOD, AND HOW THE ANGEL OF THE LORD HAD APPEARED UNTO THEM. 
{13:1} THEN TOBIT WROTE A PRAYER OF REJOICING, AND SAID, BLESSED BE GOD THAT LIVETH FOR EVER, AND BLESSED BE HIS KINGDOM. {13:2} FOR HE DOTH SCOURGE, AND HATH MERCY: HE LEADETH DOWN TO HELL, AND BRINGETH UP AGAIN: NEITHER IS THERE ANY THAT CAN AVOID HIS HAND. {13:3} CONFESS HIM BEFORE THE GENTILES, YE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL: FOR HE HATH SCATTERED US AMONG THEM. {13:4} THERE DECLARE HIS GREATNESS, AND EXTOL HIM BEFORE ALL THE LIVING: FOR HE IS OUR LORD, AND HE IS THE GOD OUR FATHER [STEPHEN] FOREVER. {13:5} AND HE WILL SCOURGE US FOR OUR INIQUITIES, AND WILL HAVE MERCY AGAIN, AND WILL GATHER US OUT OF ALL NATIONS, AMONG WHOM HE HATH SCATTERED US. {13:6} IF YE TURN TO HIM WITH YOUR WHOLE HEART, AND WITH YOUR WHOLE MIND, AND DEAL UPRIGHTLY BEFORE HIM, THEN WILL HE TURN UNTO YOU, AND WILL NOT HIDE HIS FACE FROM YOU. THEREFORE, SEE WHAT HE WILL DO WITH YOU, AND CONFESS HIM WITH YOUR WHOLE MOUTH, AND PRAISE THE LORD OF MIGHT, AND EXTOL THE EVERLASTING KING. IN THE LAND OF MY CAPTIVITY DO I PRAISE HIM, AND DECLARE HIS MIGHT AND MAJESTY TO A SINFUL NATION. O YE SINNERS, TURN AND DO JUSTICE BEFORE HIM: WHO CAN TELL IF HE WILL ACCEPT YOU, AND HAVE MERCY ON YOU? {13:7} I WILL EXTOL MY GOD, AND MY SOUL SHALL PRAISE THE KING OF HEAVEN, AND SHALL REJOICE IN HIS GREATNESS. {13:8} LET ALL MEN SPEAK, AND LET ALL PRAISE HIM FOR HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. {13:9} O JERUSALEM, THE HOLY CITY, HE WILL SCOURGE THEE FOR THY CHILDREN’S WORKS, AND WILL HAVE MERCY AGAIN ON THE SONS OF THE RIGHTEOUS. {13:10} GIVE PRAISE TO THE LORD, FOR HE IS GOOD: AND PRAISE THE EVERLASTING KING, THAT HIS TABERNACLE MAY BE BUILDED IN THEE AGAIN WITH JOY, AND LET HIM MAKE JOYFUL THERE IN THEE THOSE THAT ARE CAPTIVES, AND LOVE IN THEE FOR EVER THOSE THAT ARE MISERABLE. {13:11} MANY NATIONS SHALL COME FROM FAR TO THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD GOD WITH GIFTS IN THEIR HANDS, EVEN GIFTS TO THE KING OF HEAVEN; ALL GENERATIONS SHALL PRAISE THEE WITH GREAT JOY. {13:12} CURSED ARE ALL THEY WHICH HATE THEE, AND BLESSED SHALL ALL BE WHICH LOVE THEE FOR EVER. {13:13} REJOICE AND BE GLAD FOR THE CHILDREN OF THE JUST: FOR THEY SHALL BE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND SHALL BLESS THE LORD OF THE JUST. {13:14} O BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH LOVE THEE, FOR THEY SHALL REJOICE IN THY PEACE: BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH HAVE BEEN SORROWFUL FOR ALL THY SCOURGES; FOR THEY SHALL REJOICE FOR THEE, WHEN THEY HAVE SEEN ALL THY GLORY, AND SHALL BE GLAD FOREVER. {13:15} LET MY SOUL BLESS GOD THE GREAT KING. {13:16} FOR JERUSALEM SHALL BE BUILT UP WITH SAPPHIRES AND EMERALDS, AND PRECIOUS STONE: THY WALLS AND TOWERS AND BATTLEMENTS WITH PURE GOLD. {13:17} AND THE STREETS OF JERUSALEM SHALL BE PAVED WITH BERYL AND CARBUNCLE AND STONES OF OPHIR. {13:18} AND ALL HER STREETS SHALL SAY, ALLELUIA; AND THEY SHALL PRAISE HIM, SAYING, BLESSED BE GOD, WHICH HATH EXTOLLED IT FOR EVER. 
{14:1} SO TOBIT MADE AN END OF PRAISING GOD. {14:2} AND HE WAS EIGHT AND FIFTY YEARS OLD WHEN HE LOST HIS SIGHT, WHICH WAS RESTORED TO HIM AFTER EIGHT YEARS: AND HE GAVE ALMS, AND HE INCREASED IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD GOD, AND PRAISED HIM. {14:3} AND WHEN HE WAS VERY AGED, HE CALLED HIS SON, AND THE SONS OF HIS SON, AND SAID TO HIM, MY SON, TAKE THY CHILDREN; FOR, BEHOLD, I AM AGED, AND AM READY TO DEPART OUT OF THIS LIFE. {14:4} GO INTO MEDIA MY SON, FOR I SURELY BELIEVE THOSE THINGS WHICH JONAS THE PROPHET SPAKE OF NINEVE, THAT IT SHALL BE OVERTHROWN; AND THAT FOR A TIME PEACE SHALL RATHER BE IN MEDIA; AND THAT OUR BRETHREN SHALL LIE SCATTERED IN THE EARTH FROM THAT GOOD LAND: AND JERUSALEM SHALL BE DESOLATE, AND THE HOUSE OF GOD IN IT SHALL BE BURNED, AND SHALL BE DESOLATE FOR A TIME; {14:5} AND THAT AGAIN GOD WILL HAVE MERCY ON THEM, AND BRING THEM AGAIN INTO THE LAND, WHERE THEY SHALL BUILD A TEMPLE, BUT NOT LIKE TO THE FIRST, UNTIL THE TIME OF THAT AGE BE FULFILLED; AND AFTERWARD THEY SHALL RETURN FROM ALL PLACES OF THEIR CAPTIVITY, AND BUILD UP JERUSALEM GLORIOUSLY, AND THE HOUSE OF GOD SHALL BE BUILT IN IT FOR EVER WITH A GLORIOUS BUILDING, AS THE PROPHETS HAVE SPOKEN THEREOF. {14:6} AND ALL NATIONS SHALL TURN, AND FEAR THE LORD GOD TRULY, AND SHALL BURY THEIR IDOLS. {14:7} SO SHALL ALL NATIONS PRAISE THE LORD, AND HIS PEOPLE SHALL CONFESS GOD, AND THE LORD SHALL EXALT HIS PEOPLE; AND ALL THOSE WHICH LOVE THE LORD GOD IN TRUTH AND JUSTICE SHALL REJOICE, SHEWING MERCY TO OUR BRETHREN. {14:8} AND NOW, MY SON, DEPART OUT OF NINEVE, BECAUSE THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH THE PROPHET JONAS SPAKE SHALL SURELY COME TO PASS. {14:9} BUT KEEP THOU THE LAW AND THE COMMANDMENTS, AND SHEW THYSELF MERCIFUL AND JUST, THAT IT MAY GO WELL WITH THEE. {14:10} AND BURY ME DECENTLY, AND THY MOTHER WITH ME; BUT TARRY NO LONGER AT NINEVE. REMEMBER, MY SON, HOW AMAN HANDLED ACHIACHARUS THAT BROUGHT HIM UP, HOW OUT OF LIGHT HE BROUGHT HIM INTO DARKNESS, AND HOW HE REWARDED HIM AGAIN: YET ACHIACHARUS WAS SAVED, BUT THE OTHER HAD HIS REWARD: FOR HE WENT DOWN INTO DARKNESS. MANASSES GAVE ALMS, AND ESCAPED THE SNARES OF DEATH WHICH THEY HAD SET FOR HIM: BUT AMAN FELL INTO THE SNARE, AND PERISHED. {14:11} WHEREFORE NOW, MY SON, CONSIDER WHAT ALMS DOETH, AND HOW RIGHTEOUSNESS DOTH DELIVER. WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE THINGS, HE GAVE UP THE GHOST IN THE BED, BEING A HUNDRED AND EIGHT AND FIFTY YEARS OLD; AND HE BURIED HIM HONOURABLY. {14:12} AND WHEN ANNA HIS MOTHER WAS DEAD, HE BURIED HER WITH HIS FATHER. BUT TOBIAS DEPARTED WITH HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN TO ECBATANE TO RAGUEL HIS FATHER IN LAW, {14:13} WHERE HE BECAME OLD WITH HONOUR, AND HE BURIED HIS FATHER AND MOTHER IN LAW HONOURABLY, AND HE INHERITED THEIR SUBSTANCE, AND HIS FATHER TOBIT’S. {14:14} AND HE DIED AT ECBATANE IN MEDIA, BEING A HUNDRED AND SEVEN AND TWENTY YEARS OLD. {14:15} BUT BEFORE HE, DIED HE HEARD OF THE DESTRUCTION OF NINEVE, WHICH WAS TAKEN BY NABUCHODONOSOR AND ASSUERUS: AND BEFORE HIS DEATH HE REJOICED OVER NINEVE. 
THE BOOK OF JUDITH
{1:1} IN THE TWELFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF NABUCHODONOSOR, WHO REIGNED IN NINEVE, THE GREAT CITY; IN THE DAYS OF ARPHAXAD, WHICH REIGNED OVER THE MEDES IN ECBATANE, {1:2} AND BUILT IN ECBATANE WALLS ROUND ABOUT OF STONES HEWN THREE CUBITS BROAD AND SIX CUBITS LONG, AND MADE THE HEIGHT OF THE WALL SEVENTY CUBITS, AND THE BREADTH THEREOF FIFTY CUBITS: {1:3} AND SET THE TOWERS THEREOF UPON THE GATES OF IT A HUNDRED CUBITS HIGH, AND THE BREADTH THEREOF IN THE FOUNDATION THREESCORE CUBITS: {1:4} AND HE MADE THE GATES THEREOF, EVEN GATES THAT WERE RAISED TO THE HEIGHT OF SEVENTY CUBITS, AND THE BREADTH OF THEM WAS FORTY CUBITS, FOR THE GOING FORTH OF HIS MIGHTY ARMIES, AND FOR THE SETTING IN ARRAY OF HIS FOOTMEN: {1:5} EVEN IN THOSE DAYS KING NABUCHODONOSOR MADE WAR WITH KING ARPHAXAD IN THE GREAT PLAIN, WHICH IS THE PLAIN IN THE BORDERS OF RAGAU. {1:6} AND THERE CAME UNTO HIM ALL THEY THAT DWELT IN THE HILL COUNTRY, AND ALL THAT DWELT BY EUPHRATES, AND TIGRIS AND HYDASPES, AND THE PLAIN OF ARIOCH THE KING OF THE ELYMEANS, AND VERY MANY NATIONS OF THE SONS OF CHELOD, ASSEMBLED THEMSELVES TO THE BATTLE. {1:7} THEN NABUCHODONOSOR KING OF THE ASSYRIANS SENT UNTO ALL THAT DWELT IN PERSIA, AND TO ALL THAT DWELT WESTWARD, AND TO THOSE THAT DWELT IN CILICIA, AND DAMASCUS, AND LIBANUS, AND ANTILIBANUS, AND TO ALL THAT DWELT UPON THE SEA COAST, {1:8} AND TO THOSE AMONG THE NATIONS THAT WERE OF CARMEL, AND GALAAD, AND THE HIGHER GALILEE, AND THE GREAT PLAIN OF ESDRELOM, {1:9} AND TO ALL THAT WERE IN SAMARIA AND THE CITIES THEREOF, AND BEYOND JORDAN UNTO JERUSALEM, AND BETANE, AND CHELUS, AND KADES, AND THE RIVER OF EGYPT, AND TAPHNES, AND RAMESSE, AND ALL THE LAND OF GESEM, {1:10} UNTIL YE COME BEYOND TANIS AND MEMPHIS, AND TO ALL THE INHABITANTS OF EGYPT, UNTIL YE COME TO THE BORDERS OF ETHIOPIA. {1:11} BUT ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND MADE LIGHT OF THE COMMANDMENT OF NABUCHODONOSOR KING OF THE ASSYRIANS, NEITHER WENT THEY WITH HIM TO THE BATTLE; FOR THEY WERE NOT AFRAID OF HIM: YEA, HE WAS BEFORE THEM AS ONE MAN, AND THEY SENT AWAY HIS AMBASSADORS FROM THEM WITHOUT EFFECT, AND WITH DISGRACE. {1:12} THEREFORE NABUCHODONOSOR WAS VERY ANGRY WITH ALL THIS COUNTRY, AND SWARE BY HIS THRONE AND KINGDOM, THAT HE WOULD SURELY BE AVENGED UPON ALL THOSE COASTS OF CILICIA, AND DAMASCUS, AND SYRIA, AND THAT HE WOULD SLAY WITH THE SWORD ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND OF MOAB, AND THE CHILDREN OF AMMON, AND ALL JUDEA, AND ALL THAT WERE IN EGYPT, TILL YE COME TO THE BORDERS OF THE TWO SEAS. {1:13} THEN HE MARCHED IN BATTLE ARRAY WITH HIS POWER AGAINST KING ARPHAXAD IN THE SEVENTEENTH YEAR, AND HE PREVAILED IN HIS BATTLE: FOR HE OVERTHREW ALL THE POWER OF ARPHAXAD, AND ALL HIS HORSEMEN, AND ALL HIS CHARIOTS, {1:14} AND BECAME LORD OF HIS CITIES, AND CAME UNTO ECBATANE, AND TOOK THE TOWERS, AND SPOILED THE STREETS THEREOF, AND TURNED THE BEAUTY THEREOF INTO SHAME. {1:15} HE TOOK ALSO ARPHAXAD IN THE MOUNTAINS OF RAGAU, AND SMOTE HIM THROUGH WITH HIS DARTS, AND DESTROYED HIM UTTERLY THAT DAY. {1:16} SO HE RETURNED AFTERWARD TO NINEVE, BOTH HE AND ALL HIS COMPANY OF SUNDRY NATIONS BEING A VERY GREAT MULTITUDE OF MEN OF WAR, AND THERE HE TOOK HIS EASE, AND BANQUETED, BOTH HE AND HIS ARMY, A HUNDRED AND TWENTY DAYS. 
{2:1} AND IN THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR, THE TWO AND TWENTIETH DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH, THERE WAS TALK IN THE HOUSE OF NABUCHODONOSOR KING OF THE ASSYRIANS THAT HE SHOULD, AS HE SAID, AVENGE HIMSELF ON ALL THE EARTH. {2:2} SO HE CALLED UNTO HIM ALL HIS OFFICERS, AND ALL HIS NOBLES, AND COMMUNICATED WITH THEM HIS SECRET COUNSEL, AND CONCLUDED THE AFFLICTING OF THE WHOLE EARTH OUT OF HIS OWN MOUTH. {2:3} THEN THEY DECREED TO DESTROY ALL FLESH, THAT DID NOT OBEY THE COMMANDMENT OF HIS MOUTH. {2:4} AND WHEN HE HAD ENDED HIS COUNSEL, NABUCHODONOSOR KING OF THE ASSYRIANS CALLED HOLOFERNES THE CHIEF CAPTAIN OF HIS ARMY, WHICH WAS NEXT UNTO HIM, AND SAID UNTO HIM. {2:5} THUS SAITH THE GREAT KING, THE LORD OF THE WHOLE EARTH, BEHOLD, THOU SHALT GO FORTH FROM MY PRESENCE, AND TAKE WITH THEE MEN THAT TRUST IN THEIR OWN STRENGTH, OF FOOTMEN A HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND; AND THE NUMBER OF HORSES WITH THEIR RIDERS TWELVE THOUSAND. {2:6} AND THOU SHALT GO AGAINST ALL THE WEST COUNTRY, BECAUSE THEY DISOBEYED MY COMMANDMENT. {2:7} AND THOU SHALT DECLARE UNTO THAT THEY PREPARE FOR ME EARTH AND WATER: FOR I WILL GO FORTH IN MY WRATH AGAINST THEM AND WILL COVER THE WHOLE FACE OF THE EARTH WITH THE FEET OF MINE ARMY, AND I WILL GIVE THEM FOR A SPOIL UNTO THEM: {2:8} SO THAT THEIR SLAIN SHALL FILL THEIR VALLEYS AND BROOKS AND THE RIVER SHALL BE FILLED WITH THEIR DEAD, TILL IT OVERFLOW: {2:9} AND I WILL LEAD THEM CAPTIVES TO THE UTMOST PARTS OF ALL THE EARTH. {2:10} THOU THEREFORE SHALT GO FORTH. AND TAKE BEFOREHAND FOR ME ALL THEIR COASTS: AND IF THEY WILL YIELD THEMSELVES UNTO THEE, THOU SHALT RESERVE THEM FOR ME TILL THE DAY OF THEIR PUNISHMENT. {2:11} BUT CONCERNING THEM THAT REBEL, LET NOT THINE EYE SPARE THEM; BUT PUT THEM TO THE SLAUGHTER, AND SPOIL THEM WHERESOEVER THOU GOEST. {2:12} FOR AS I LIVE, AND BY THE POWER OF MY KINGDOM, WHATSOEVER I HAVE SPOKEN, THAT WILL I DO BY MINE HAND. {2:13} AND TAKE THOU HEED THAT THOU TRANSGRESS NONE OF THE COMMANDMENTS OF THY LORD, BUT ACCOMPLISH THEM FULLY, AS I HAVE COMMANDED THEE, AND DEFER NOT TO DO THEM. {2:14} THEN HOLOFERNES WENT FORTH FROM THE PRESENCE OF HIS LORD, AND CALLED AIL THE GOVERNORS AND CAPTAINS, AND THE OFFICERS OF THE ARMY OF ASSUR; {2:15} AND HE MUSTERED THE CHOSEN MEN FOR THE BATTLE, AS HIS LORD HAD COMMANDED HIM, UNTO A HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND, AND TWELVE THOUSAND ARCHERS ON HORSEBACK; {2:16} AND HE RANGED THEM, AS A GREAT ARMY IS ORDERED FOR THE WAR. {2:17} AND HE TOOK CAMELS AND ASSES FOR THEIR CARRIAGES, A VERY GREAT NUMBER; AND SHEEP AND OXEN AND GOATS WITHOUT NUMBER FOR THEIR PROVISION: {2:18} AND PLENTY OF VICTUAL FOR EVERY MAN OF THE ARMY, AND VERY MUCH GOLD AND SILVER OUT OF THE KING’S HOUSE. {2:19} THEN HE WENT FORTH AND ALL HIS POWER TO GO BEFORE KING NABUCHODONOSOR IN THE VOYAGE, AND TO COVER ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH WESTWARD WITH THEIR CHARIOTS, AND HORSEMEN, AND THEIR CHOSEN FOOTMEN. {2:20} A GREAT NUMBER, ALSO SUNDRY COUNTRIES CAME WITH THEM LIKE LOCUSTS, AND LIKE THE SAND OF THE EARTH: FOR THE MULTITUDE WAS WITHOUT NUMBER. {2:21} AND THEY WENT FORTH OF NINEVE THREE DAYS’ JOURNEY TOWARD THE PLAIN OF BECTILETH, AND PITCHED FROM BECTILETH NEAR THE MOUNTAIN WHICH IS AT THE LEFT HAND OF THE UPPER CILICIA. {2:22} THEN HE TOOK ALL HIS ARMY, HIS FOOTMEN, AND HORSEMEN AND CHARIOTS, AND WENT FROM THENCE INTO THE HILL COUNTRY; {2:23} AND DESTROYED PHUD AND LUD, AND SPOILED ALL THE CHILDREN OF RASSES, AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, WHICH WERE TOWARD THE WILDERNESS AT THE SOUTH OF THE LAND OF THE CHELLIANS. {2:24} THEN HE WENT OVER EUPHRATES, AND WENT THROUGH MESOPOTAMIA, AND DESTROYED ALL THE HIGH CITIES THAT WERE UPON THE RIVER ARBONAI, TILL YE COME TO THE SEA. {2:25} AND HE TOOK THE BORDERS OF CILICIA, AND KILLED ALL THAT RESISTED HIM, AND CAME TO THE BORDERS OF JAPHETH, WHICH WERE TOWARD THE SOUTH, OVER AGAINST ARABIA. {2:26} HE COMPASSED ALSO ALL THE CHILDREN OF MADIAN, AND BURNED UP THEIR TABERNACLES, AND SPOILED THEIR SHEEPCOTES. {2:27} THEN HE WENT DOWN INTO THE PLAIN OF DAMASCUS IN THE TIME OF WHEAT HARVEST, AND BURNT UP ALL THEIR FIELDS, AND DESTROYED THEIR FLOCKS AND HERDS, ALSO HE SPOILED THEIR CITIES, AND UTTERLY WASTED THEIR COUNTRIES, AND SMOTE ALL THEIR YOUNG MEN WITH THE EDGE OF THE SWORD. {2:28} THEREFORE THE FEAR AND DREAD OF HIM FELL UPON ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE SEA COASTS, WHICH WERE IN SIDON AND TYRUS, AND THEM THAT DWELT IN SUR AND OCINA, AND ALL THAT DWELT IN JEMNAAN; AND THEY THAT DWELT IN AZOTUS AND ASCALON FEARED HIM GREATLY.
{3:1} SO THEY SENT AMBASSADORS UNTO HIM TO TREAT OF PEACE, SAYING, {3:2} BEHOLD, WE THE SERVANTS OF NABUCHODONOSOR THE GREAT KING, LIE BEFORE THEE; USE US AS SHALL BE GOOD IN THY SIGHT. {3:3} BEHOLD, OUR HOUSES, AND ALL OUR PLACES, AND ALL OUR FIELDS OF WHEAT, AND FLOCKS, AND HERDS, AND ALL THE LODGES OF OUR TENTS LIE BEFORE THY FACE; USE THEM AS IT PLEASETH THEE. {3:4} BEHOLD, EVEN OUR CITIES AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF ARE THY SERVANTS; COME AND DEAL WITH THEM AS SEEMETH GOOD UNTO THEE. {3:5} SO THE MEN CAME TO HOLOFERNES, AND DECLARED UNTO HIM AFTER THIS MANNER. {3:6} THEN CAME HE DOWN TOWARD THE SEA COAST, BOTH HE AND HIS ARMY, AND SET GARRISONS IN THE HIGH CITIES, AND TOOK OUT OF THEM CHOSEN MEN FOR AID. {3:7} SO THEY AND ALL THE COUNTRY ROUND ABOUT RECEIVED THEM WITH GARLANDS, WITH DANCES, AND WITH TIMBRELS. {3:8} YET HE DID CAST DOWN THEIR FRONTIERS, AND CUT DOWN THEIR GROVES: FOR HE HAD DECREED TO DESTROY ALL THE GODS OF THE LAND, THAT ALL NATIONS SHOULD WORSHIP NABUCHODONOSOR ONLY, AND THAT ALL TONGUES AND TRIBES SHOULD CALL UPON HIM AS GOD. {3:9} ALSO HE CAME OVER AGAINST ESDRAELON NEAR UNTO JUDEA, OVER AGAINST THE GREAT STRAIT OF JUDEA. {3:10} AND HE PITCHED BETWEEN GEBA AND SCYTHOPOLIS, AND THERE HE TARRIED A WHOLE MONTH, THAT HE MIGHT GATHER TOGETHER ALL THE CARRIAGES OF HIS ARMY. 
{4:1} NOW THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, THAT DWELT IN JUDEA, HEARD ALL THAT HOLOFERNES THE CHIEF CAPTAIN OF NABUCHODONOSOR KING OF THE ASSYRIANS HAD DONE TO THE NATIONS, AND AFTER WHAT MANNER HE HAD SPOILED ALL THEIR TEMPLES, AND BROUGHT THEM TO NOUGHT. {4:2} THEREFORE THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY AFRAID OF HIM, AND WERE TROUBLED FOR JERUSALEM, AND FOR THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD THEIR GOD: {4:3} FOR THEY WERE NEWLY RETURNED FROM THE CAPTIVITY, AND ALL THE PEOPLE OF JUDEA WERE LATELY GATHERED TOGETHER: AND THE VESSELS, AND THE ALTAR, AND THE HOUSE, WERE SANCTIFIED AFTER THE PROFANATION. {4:4} THEREFORE THEY SENT INTO ALL THE COASTS OF SAMARIA, AND THE VILLAGES AND TO BETHORON, AND BELMEN, AND JERICHO, AND TO CHOBA, AND ESORA, AND TO THE VALLEY OF SALEM: {4:5} AND POSSESSED THEMSELVES BEFOREHAND OF ALL THE TOPS OF THE HIGH MOUNTAINS, AND FORTIFIED THE VILLAGES THAT WERE IN THEM, AND LAID UP VICTUALS FOR THE PROVISION OF WAR: FOR THEIR FIELDS WERE OF LATE REAPED. {4:6} ALSO JOACIM THE HIGH PRIEST, WHICH WAS IN THOSE DAYS IN JERUSALEM, WROTE TO THEM THAT DWELT IN BETHULIA, AND BETOMESTHAM, WHICH IS OVER AGAINST ESDRAELON TOWARD THE OPEN COUNTRY, NEAR TO DOTHAIM, {4:7} CHARGING THEM TO KEEP THE PASSAGES OF THE HILL COUNTRY: FOR BY THEM THERE WAS AN ENTRANCE INTO JUDEA, AND IT WAS EASY TO STOP THEM THAT WOULD COME UP, BECAUSE THE PASSAGE WAS STRAIGHT, FOR TWO MEN AT THE MOST. {4:8} AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL DID AS JOACIM THE HIGH PRIEST HAD COMMANDED THEM, WITH THE ANCIENTS OF ALL THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, WHICH DWELT AT JERUSALEM. {4:9} THEN EVERY MAN OF ISRAEL CRIED TO GOD WITH GREAT FERVENCY, AND WITH GREAT VEHEMENCY DID THEY HUMBLE THEIR SOULS: {4:10} BOTH THEY, AND THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN, AND THEIR CATTLE, AND EVERY STRANGER AND HIRELING, AND THEIR SERVANTS BOUGHT WITH MONEY, PUT SACKCLOTH UPON THEIR LOINS. {4:11} THUS EVERY MAN AND WOMEN, AND THE LITTLE CHILDREN, AND THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM, FELL BEFORE THE TEMPLE, AND CAST ASHES UPON THEIR HEADS, AND SPREAD OUT THEIR SACKCLOTH BEFORE THE FACE OF THE LORD: ALSO, THEY PUT SACKCLOTH ABOUT THE ALTAR, {4:12} AND CRIED TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL ALL WITH ONE CONSENT EARNESTLY, THAT HE WOULD NOT GIVE THEIR CHILDREN FOR A PREY, AND THEIR WIVES FOR A SPOIL, AND THE CITIES OF THEIR INHERITANCE TO DESTRUCTION, AND THE SANCTUARY TO PROFANATION AND REPROACH, AND FOR THE NATIONS TO REJOICE AT. {4:13} SO GOD HEARD THEIR PRAYERS, AND LOOKED UPON THEIR AFFLICTIONS: FOR THE PEOPLE FASTED MANY DAYS IN ALL JUDEA AND JERUSALEM BEFORE THE SANCTUARY OF THE LORD ALMIGHTY. {4:14} AND JOACIM THE HIGH PRIEST, AND ALL THE PRIESTS THAT STOOD BEFORE THE LORD, AND THEY WHICH MINISTERED UNTO THE LORD, HAD THEIR LOINS GIRT WITH SACKCLOTH, AND OFFERED THE DAILY BURNT OFFERINGS, WITH THE VOWS AND FREE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE, {4:15} AND HAD ASHES ON THEIR MITRES, AND CRIED UNTO THE LORD WITH ALL THEIR POWER, THAT HE WOULD LOOK UPON ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL GRACIOUSLY. 
{5:1} THEN WAS IT DECLARED TO HOLOFERNES, THE CHIEF CAPTAIN OF THE ARMY OF ASSUR, THAT THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL HAD PREPARED FOR WAR, AND HAD SHUT UP THE PASSAGES OF THE HILL COUNTRY, AND HAD FORTIFIED ALL THE TOPS OF THE HIGH HILLS AND HAD LAID IMPEDIMENTS IN THE CHAMPAIGN COUNTRIES: {5:2} WHEREWITH HE WAS VERY ANGRY, AND CALLED ALL THE PRINCES OF MOAB, AND THE CAPTAINS OF AMMON, AND ALL THE GOVERNORS OF THE SEA COAST, {5:3} AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, TELL ME NOW, YE SONS OF CHANAAN, WHO THIS PEOPLE IS, THAT DWELLETH IN THE HILL COUNTRY, AND WHAT ARE THE CITIES THAT THEY INHABIT, AND WHAT IS THE MULTITUDE OF THEIR ARMY, AND WHEREIN IS THEIR POWER AND STRENGTH, AND WHAT KING IS SET OVER THEM, OR CAPTAIN OF THEIR ARMY; {5:4} AND WHY HAVE THEY DETERMINED NOT TO COME AND MEET ME, MORE THAN ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE WEST. {5:5} THEN SAID ACHIOR, THE CAPTAIN OF ALL THE SONS OF AMMON, LET MY LORD NOW HEAR A WORD FROM THE MOUTH OF THY SERVANT, AND I WILL DECLARE UNTO THEE THE TRUTH CONCERNING THIS PEOPLE, WHICH DWELLETH NEAR THEE, AND INHABITETH THE HILL COUNTRIES: AND THERE SHALL NO LIE COME OUT OF THE MOUTH OF THY SERVANT. {5:6} THIS PEOPLE ARE DESCENDED OF THE CHALDEANS: {5:7} AND THEY SOJOURNED HERETOFORE IN MESOPOTAMIA, BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT FOLLOW THE GODS OF THEIR FATHERS, WHICH WERE IN THE LAND OF CHALDEA. {5:8} FOR THEY LEFT THE WAY OF THEIR ANCESTORS, AND WORSHIPPED THE GOD OF HEAVEN, THE GOD WHOM THEY KNEW: SO, THEY CAST THEM OUT FROM THE FACE OF THEIR GODS, AND THEY FLED INTO MESOPOTAMIA, AND SOJOURNED THERE MANY DAYS. {5:9} THEN THEIR GOD COMMANDED THEM TO DEPART FROM THE PLACE WHERE THEY SOJOURNED, AND TO GO INTO THE LAND OF CHANAAN: WHERE THEY DWELT, AND WERE INCREASED WITH GOLD AND SILVER, AND WITH VERY MUCH CATTLE. {5:10} BUT WHEN A FAMINE COVERED ALL THE LAND OF CHANAAN, THEY WENT DOWN INTO EGYPT, AND SOJOURNED THERE, WHILE THEY WERE NOURISHED, AND BECAME THERE A GREAT MULTITUDE, SO THAT ONE COULD NOT NUMBER THEIR NATION. {5:11} THEREFORE THE KING OF EGYPT ROSE UP AGAINST THEM, AND DEALT SUBTILLY WITH THEM, AND BROUGHT THEM LOW WITH LABOURING IN BRICK, AND MADE THEM SLAVES. {5:12} THEN THEY CRIED UNTO THEIR GOD, AND HE SMOTE ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT WITH INCURABLE PLAGUES: SO, THE EGYPTIANS CAST THEM OUT OF THEIR SIGHT. {5:13} AND GOD DRIED THE RED SEA BEFORE THEM, {5:14} AND BROUGHT THEM TO MOUNT SINA, AND CADESBARNE, AND CAST FORTH ALL THAT DWELT IN THE WILDERNESS. {5:15} SO THEY DWELT IN THE LAND OF THE AMORITES, AND THEY DESTROYED BY THEIR STRENGTH ALL THEM OF ESEBON, AND PASSING OVER JORDAN THEY POSSESSED ALL THE HILL COUNTRY. {5:16} AND THEY CAST FORTH BEFORE THEM THE CHANAANITE, THE PHEREZITE, THE JEBUSITE, AND THE SYCHEMITE, AND ALL THE GERGESITES, AND THEY DWELT IN THAT COUNTRY MANY DAYS. {5:17} AND WHILST THEY SINNED NOT BEFORE THEIR GOD, THEY PROSPERED, BECAUSE THE GOD THAT HATETH INIQUITY WAS WITH THEM. {5:18} BUT WHEN THEY DEPARTED FROM THE WAY WHICH HE APPOINTED THEM, THEY WERE DESTROYED IN MANY BATTLES VERY SORE, AND WERE LED CAPTIVES INTO A LAND THAT WAS NOT THEIR’S, AND THE TEMPLE OF THEIR GOD WAS CAST TO THE GROUND, AND THEIR CITIES WERE TAKEN BY THE ENEMIES. {5:19} BUT NOW ARE THEY RETURNED TO THEIR GOD, AND ARE COME UP FROM THE PLACES WHERE THEY WERE SCATTERED, AND HAVE POSSESSED JERUSALEM, WHERE THEIR SANCTUARY IS, AND ARE SEATED IN THE HILL COUNTRY; FOR IT WAS DESOLATE. {5:20} NOW THEREFORE, MY LORD AND GOVERNOR, IF THERE BE ANY ERROR AGAINST THIS PEOPLE, AND THEY SIN AGAINST THEIR GOD, LET US CONSIDER THAT THIS SHALL BE THEIR RUIN, AND LET US GO UP, AND WE SHALL OVERCOME THEM. {5:21} BUT IF THERE BE NO INIQUITY IN THEIR NATION, LET MY LORD NOW PASS BY, LEST THEIR LORD DEFEND THEM, AND THEIR GOD BE FOR THEM, AND WE BECOME A REPROACH BEFORE ALL THE WORLD. {5:22} AND WHEN ACHIOR HAD FINISHED THESE SAYINGS, ALL THE PEOPLE STANDING ROUND ABOUT THE TENT MURMURED, AND THE CHIEF MEN OF HOLOFERNES, AND ALL THAT DWELT BY THE SEA SIDE, AND IN MOAB, SPAKE THAT HE SHOULD KILL HIM. {5:23} FOR, SAY THEY, WE WILL NOT BE AFRAID OF THE FACE OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL: FOR, LO, IT IS A PEOPLE THAT HAVE NO STRENGTH NOR POWER FOR A STRONG BATTLE {5:24} NOW THEREFORE, LORD HOLOFERNES, WE WILL GO UP, AND THEY SHALL BE A PREY TO BE DEVOURED OF ALL THINE ARMY. 
{6:1} AND WHEN THE TUMULT OF MEN THAT WERE ABOUT THE COUNCIL WAS CEASED, HOLOFERNES THE CHIEF CAPTAIN OF THE ARMY OF ASSUR SAID UNTO ACHIOR AND ALL THE MOABITES BEFORE ALL THE COMPANY OF OTHER NATIONS, {6:2} AND WHO ART THOU, ACHIOR, AND THE HIRELINGS OF EPHRAIM, THAT THOU HAST PROPHESIED AGAINST US AS TO DAY, AND HAST SAID, THAT WE SHOULD NOT MAKE WAR WITH THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, BECAUSE THEIR GOD WILL DEFEND THEM? AND WHO IS GOD BUT NABUCHODONOSOR? {6:3} HE WILL SEND HIS POWER, AND WILL DESTROY THEM FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND THEIR GOD SHALL NOT DELIVER THEM: BUT WE HIS SERVANTS WILL DESTROY THEM AS ONE MAN; FOR THEY ARE NOT ABLE TO SUSTAIN THE POWER OF OUR HORSES. {6:4} FOR WITH THEM WE WILL TREAD THEM UNDER FOOT, AND THEIR MOUNTAINS SHALL BE DRUNKEN WITH THEIR BLOOD, AND THEIR FIELDS SHALL BE FILLED WITH THEIR DEAD BODIES, AND THEIR FOOTSTEPS SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO STAND BEFORE US, FOR THEY SHALL UTTERLY PERISH, SAITH KING NABUCHODONOSOR, LORD OF ALL THE EARTH: FOR HE SAID, NONE OF MY WORDS SHALL BE IN VAIN. {6:5} AND THOU, ACHIOR, A HIRELING OF AMMON, WHICH HAST SPOKEN THESE WORDS IN THE DAY OF THINE INIQUITY, SHALT SEE MY FACE NO MORE FROM THIS DAY, UNTIL I TAKE VENGEANCE OF THIS NATION THAT CAME OUT OF EGYPT. {6:6} AND THEN SHALL THE SWORD OF MINE ARMY, AND THE MULTITUDE OF THEM THAT SERVE ME, PASS THROUGH THY SIDES, AND THOU SHALT FALL AMONG THEIR SLAIN, WHEN I RETURN. {6:7} NOW THEREFORE MY SERVANTS SHALL BRING THEE BACK INTO THE HILL COUNTRY, AND SHALL SET THEE IN ONE OF THE CITIES OF THE PASSAGES: {6:8} AND THOU SHALT NOT PERISH, TILL THOU BE DESTROYED WITH THEM. {6:9} AND IF THOU PERSUADE THYSELF IN THY MIND THAT THEY SHALL BE TAKEN, LET NOT THY COUNTENANCE FALL: I HAVE SPOKEN IT, AND NONE OF MY WORDS SHALL BE IN VAIN. {6:10} THEN HOLOFERNES COMMANDED HIS SERVANTS, THAT WAITED IN HIS TENT, TO TAKE ACHIOR, AND BRING HIM TO BETHULIA, AND DELIVER HIM INTO THE HANDS OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. {6:11} SO HIS SERVANTS TOOK HIM, AND BROUGHT HIM OUT OF THE CAMP INTO THE PLAIN, AND THEY WENT FROM THE MIDST OF THE PLAIN INTO THE HILL COUNTRY, AND CAME UNTO THE FOUNTAINS THAT WERE UNDER BETHULIA. {6:12} AND WHEN THE MEN OF THE CITY SAW THEM, THEY TOOK UP THEIR WEAPONS, AND WENT OUT OF THE CITY TO THE TOP OF THE HILL: AND EVERY MAN THAT USED A SLING KEPT THEM FROM COMING UP BY CASTING OF STONES AGAINST THEM. {6:13} NEVERTHELESS HAVING GOTTEN PRIVILY UNDER THE HILL, THEY BOUND ACHIOR, AND CAST HIM DOWN, AND LEFT HIM AT THE FOOT OF THE HILL, AND RETURNED TO THEIR LORD. {6:14} BUT THE ISRAELITES DESCENDED FROM THEIR CITY, AND CAME UNTO HIM, AND LOOSED HIM, AND BROUGHT HIM TO BETHULIA, AND PRESENTED HIM TO THE GOVERNORS OF THE CITY: {6:15} WHICH WERE IN THOSE DAYS OZIAS THE SON OF MICHA, OF THE TRIBE OF SIMEON, AND CHABRIS THE SON OF GOTHONIEL, AND CHARMIS THE SON OF MELCHIEL. {6:16} AND THEY CALLED TOGETHER ALL THE ANCIENTS OF THE CITY, AND ALL THEIR YOUTH RAN TOGETHER, AND THEIR WOMEN, TO THE ASSEMBLY, AND THEY SET ACHIOR IN THE MIDST OF ALL THEIR PEOPLE. THEN OZIAS ASKED HIM OF THAT WHICH WAS DONE. {6:17} AND HE ANSWERED AND DECLARED UNTO THEM THE WORDS OF THE COUNCIL OF HOLOFERNES, AND ALL THE WORDS THAT HE HAD SPOKEN IN THE MIDST OF THE PRINCES OF ASSUR, AND WHATSOEVER HOLOFERNES HAD SPOKEN PROUDLY AGAINST THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. {6:18} THEN THE PEOPLE FELL DOWN AND WORSHIPPED GOD, AND CRIED UNTO GOD. SAYING, {6:19} O LORD GOD OF HEAVEN, BEHOLD THEIR PRIDE, AND PITY THE LOW ESTATE OF OUR NATION, AND LOOK UPON THE FACE OF THOSE THAT ARE SANCTIFIED UNTO THEE THIS DAY. {6:20} THEN THEY COMFORTED ACHIOR, AND PRAISED HIM GREATLY. {6:21} AND OZIAS TOOK HIM OUT OF THE ASSEMBLY UNTO HIS HOUSE, AND MADE A FEAST TO THE ELDERS; AND THEY CALLED ON THE GOD OF ISRAEL ALL THAT NIGHT FOR HELP.
{7:1} THE NEXT DAY HOLOFERNES COMMANDED ALL HIS ARMY, AND ALL HIS PEOPLE WHICH WERE COME TO TAKE HIS PART, THAT THEY SHOULD REMOVE THEIR CAMP AGAINST BETHULIA, TO TAKE AFOREHAND THE ASCENTS OF THE HILL COUNTRY, AND TO MAKE WAR AGAINST THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. {7:2} THEN THEIR STRONG MEN REMOVED THEIR CAMPS IN THAT DAY, AND THE ARMY OF THE MEN OF WAR WAS A HUNDRED AND SEVENTY THOUSAND FOOTMEN, AND TWELVE THOUSAND HORSEMEN, BESIDE THE BAGGAGE, AND OTHER MEN THAT WERE AFOOT AMONG THEM, A VERY GREAT MULTITUDE. {7:3} AND THEY CAMPED IN THE VALLEY NEAR UNTO BETHULIA, BY THE FOUNTAIN, AND THEY SPREAD THEMSELVES IN BREADTH OVER DOTHAIM EVEN TO BELMAIM, AND IN LENGTH FROM BETHULIA UNTO CYNAMON, WHICH IS OVER AGAINST ESDRAELON. {7:4} NOW THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, WHEN THEY SAW THE MULTITUDE OF THEM, WERE GREATLY TROUBLED, AND SAID EVERY ONE TO HIS NEIGHBOUR, NOW WILL THESE MEN LICK UP THE FACE OF THE EARTH; FOR NEITHER THE HIGH MOUNTAINS, NOR THE VALLEYS, NOR THE HILLS, ARE ABLE TO BEAR THEIR WEIGHT. {7:5} THEN EVERY MAN TOOK UP HIS WEAPONS OF WAR, AND WHEN THEY HAD KINDLED FIRES UPON THEIR TOWERS, THEY REMAINED AND WATCHED ALL THAT NIGHT. {7:6} BUT IN THE SECOND DAY HOLOFERNES BROUGHT FORTH ALL HIS HORSEMEN IN THE SIGHT OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WHICH WERE IN BETHULIA, {7:7} AND VIEWED THE PASSAGES UP TO THE CITY, AND CAME TO THE FOUNTAINS OF THEIR WATERS, AND TOOK THEM, AND SET GARRISONS OF MEN OF WAR OVER THEM, AND HE HIMSELF REMOVED TOWARD HIS PEOPLE. {7:8} THEN CAME UNTO HIM ALL THE CHIEF OF THE CHILDREN OF ESAU, AND ALL THE GOVERNORS OF THE PEOPLE OF MOAB, AND THE CAPTAINS OF THE SEA COAST, AND SAID, {7:9} LET OUR LORD NOW HEAR A WORD, THAT THERE BE NOT AN OVERTHROW IN THINE ARMY. {7:10} FOR THIS PEOPLE OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL DO NOT TRUST IN THEIR SPEARS, BUT IN THE HEIGHT OF THE MOUNTAINS WHEREIN THEY DWELL, BECAUSE IT IS NOT EASY TO COME UP TO THE TOPS OF THEIR MOUNTAINS. {7:11} NOW THEREFORE, MY LORD, FIGHT NOT AGAINST THEM IN BATTLE ARRAY, AND THERE SHALL NOT SO MUCH AS ONE MAN OF THY PEOPLE PERISH. {7:12} REMAIN IN THY CAMP, AND KEEP ALL THE MEN OF THINE ARMY, AND LET THY SERVANTS GET INTO THEIR HANDS THE FOUNTAIN OF WATER, WHICH ISSUETH FORTH OF THE FOOT OF THE MOUNTAIN: {7:13} FOR ALL THE INHABITANTS OF BETHULIA HAVE THEIR WATER THENCE; SO SHALL THIRST KILL THEM, AND THEY SHALL GIVE UP THEIR CITY, AND WE AND OUR PEOPLE SHALL GO UP TO THE TOPS OF THE MOUNTAINS THAT ARE NEAR, AND WILL CAMP UPON THEM, TO WATCH THAT NONE GO OUT OF THE CITY. {7:14} SO THEY AND THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN SHALL BE CONSUMED WITH FIRE, AND BEFORE THE SWORD COME AGAINST THEM, THEY SHALL BE OVERTHROWN IN THE STREETS WHERE THEY DWELL. {7:15} THUS SHALT THOU RENDER THEM AN EVIL REWARD; BECAUSE THEY REBELLED, AND MET NOT THY PERSON PEACEABLY. {7:16} AND THESE WORDS PLEASED HOLOFERNES AND ALL HIS SERVANTS, AND HE APPOINTED TO DO AS THEY HAD SPOKEN. {7:17} SO THE CAMP OF THE CHILDREN OF AMMON DEPARTED, AND WITH THEM FIVE THOUSAND OF THE ASSYRIANS, AND THEY PITCHED IN THE VALLEY, AND TOOK THE WATERS, AND THE FOUNTAINS OF THE WATERS OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. {7:18} THEN THE CHILDREN OF ESAU WENT UP WITH THE CHILDREN OF AMMON, AND CAMPED IN THE HILL COUNTRY OVER AGAINST DOTHAIM: AND THEY SENT SOME OF THEM TOWARD THE SOUTH, AND TOWARD THE EAST OVER AGAINST EKREBEL, WHICH IS NEAR UNTO CHUSI, THAT IS UPON THE BROOK MOCHMUR; AND THE REST OF THE ARMY OF THE ASSYRIANS CAMPED IN THE PLAIN, AND COVERED THE FACE OF THE WHOLE LAND; AND THEIR TENTS AND CARRIAGES WERE PITCHED TO A VERY GREAT MULTITUDE. {7:19} THEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL CRIED UNTO THE LORD THEIR GOD, BECAUSE THEIR HEART FAILED, FOR ALL THEIR ENEMIES HAD COMPASSED THEM ROUND ABOUT, AND THERE WAS NO WAY TO ESCAPE OUT FROM AMONG THEM. {7:20} THUS ALL THE COMPANY OF ASSUR REMAINED ABOUT THEM, BOTH THEIR FOOTMEN, CHARIOTS, AND HORSEMEN, FOUR AND THIRTY DAYS, SO THAT ALL THEIR VESSELS OF WATER FAILED ALL THE INHIBITANTS OF BETHULIA. {7:21} AND THE CISTERNS WERE EMPTIED, AND THEY HAD NOT WATER TO DRINK THEIR FILL FOR ONE DAY; FOR THEY GAVE THEM DRINK BY MEASURE. {7:22} THEREFORE THEIR YOUNG CHILDREN WERE OUT OF HEART, AND THEIR WOMEN AND YOUNG MEN FAINTED FOR THIRST, AND FELL DOWN IN THE STREETS OF THE CITY, AND BY THE PASSAGES OF THE GATES, AND THERE WAS NO LONGER ANY STRENGTH IN THEM. {7:23} THEN ALL THE PEOPLE ASSEMBLED TO OZIAS, AND TO THE CHIEF OF THE CITY, BOTH YOUNG MEN, AND WOMEN, AND CHILDREN, AND CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND SAID BEFORE ALL THE ELDERS, {7:24} GOD BE JUDGE BETWEEN US AND YOU: FOR YE HAVE DONE US GREAT INJURY, IN THAT YE HAVE NOT REQUIRED PEACE OF THE CHILDREN OF ASSUR. {7:25} FOR NOW WE HAVE NO HELPER: BUT GOD HATH SOLD US INTO THEIR HANDS, THAT WE SHOULD BE THROWN DOWN BEFORE THEM WITH THIRST AND GREAT DESTRUCTION. {7:26} NOW THEREFORE CALL THEM UNTO YOU, AND DELIVER THE WHOLE CITY FOR A SPOIL TO THE PEOPLE OF HOLOFERNES, AND TO ALL HIS ARMY. {7:27} FOR IT IS BETTER FOR US TO BE MADE A SPOIL UNTO THEM, THAN TO DIE FOR THIRST: FOR WE WILL BE HIS SERVANTS, THAT OUR SOULS MAY LIVE, AND NOT SEE THE DEATH OF OUR INFANTS BEFORE OUR EYES, NOR OUR WIVES NOR OUR CHILDREN TO DIE. {7:28} WE TAKE TO WITNESS AGAINST YOU THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AND OUR GOD AND LORD OF OUR FATHERS, WHICH PUNISHETH US ACCORDING TO OUR SINS AND THE SINS OF OUR FATHERS, THAT HE, DO NOT ACCORDING AS WE HAVE SAID THIS DAY. {7:29} THEN THERE WAS GREAT WEEPING WITH ONE CONSENT IN THE MIDST OF THE ASSEMBLY; AND THEY CRIED UNTO THE LORD GOD WITH A LOUD VOICE. {7:30} THEN SAID OZIAS TO THEM, BRETHREN, BE OF GOOD COURAGE, LET US YET ENDURE FIVE DAYS, IN THE WHICH SPACE THE LORD OUR GOD MAY TURN HIS MERCY TOWARD US; FOR HE WILL NOT FORSAKE US UTTERLY. {7:31} AND IF THESE DAYS PASS, AND THERE COME NO HELP UNTO US, I WILL DO ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD. {7:32} AND HE DISPERSED THE PEOPLE, EVERY ONE TO THEIR OWN CHARGE; AND THEY WENT UNTO THE WALLS AND TOWERS OF THEIR CITY, AND SENT THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN INTO THEIR HOUSES: AND THEY WERE VERY LOW BROUGHT IN THE CITY.
{8:1} NOW AT THAT TIME JUDITH HEARD THEREOF, WHICH WAS THE DAUGHTER OF MERARI, THE SON OF OX, THE SON OF JOSEPH, THE SON OF OZEL, THE SON OF ELCIA, THE SON OF ANANIAS, THE SON OF GEDEON, THE SON OF RAPHAIM, THE SON OF ACITHO, THE SON OF ELIU, THE SON OF ELIAB, THE SON OF NATHANAEL, THE SON OF SAMAEL, THE SON OF SALASADAL, THE SON OF ISRAEL. {8:2} AND MANASSES WAS HER HUSBAND, OF HER TRIBE AND KINDRED, WHO DIED IN THE BARLEY HARVEST. {8:3} FOR AS HE STOOD OVERSEEING THEM THAT BOUND SHEAVES IN THE FIELD, THE HEAT CAME UPON HIS HEAD, AND HE FELL ON HIS BED, AND DIED IN THE CITY OF BETHULIA: AND THEY BURIED HIM WITH HIS FATHERS IN THE FIELD BETWEEN DOTHAIM AND BALAMO. {8:4} SO JUDITH WAS A WIDOW IN HER HOUSE THREE YEARS AND FOUR MONTHS. {8:5} AND SHE MADE HER A TENT UPON THE TOP OF HER HOUSE, AND PUT ON SACKCLOTH UPON HER LOINS AND WARE HER WIDOW’S APPAREL. {8:6} AND SHE FASTED ALL THE DAYS OF HER WIDOWHOOD, SAVE THE EVES OF THE SABBATHS, AND THE SABBATHS, AND THE EVES OF THE NEW MOONS, AND THE NEW MOONS AND THE FEASTS AND SOLEMN DAYS OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. {8:7} SHE WAS ALSO OF A GOODLY COUNTENANCE, AND VERY BEAUTIFUL TO BEHOLD: AND HER HUSBAND MANASSES HAD LEFT HER GOLD, AND SILVER, AND MENSERVANTS AND MAIDSERVANTS, AND CATTLE, AND LANDS; AND SHE REMAINED UPON THEM. {8:8} AND THERE WAS NONE THAT GAVE HER AN ILL WORD; AR SHE FEARED GOD GREATLY. {8:9} NOW WHEN SHE HEARD THE EVIL WORDS OF THE PEOPLE AGAINST THE GOVERNOR, THAT THEY FAINTED FOR LACK OF WATER; FOR JUDITH HAD HEARD ALL THE WORDS THAT OZIAS HAD SPOKEN UNTO THEM, AND THAT HE HAD SWORN TO DELIVER THE CITY UNTO THE ASSYRIANS AFTER FIVE DAYS; {8:10} THEN SHE SENT HER WAITING-WOMAN, THAT HAD THE GOVERNMENT OF ALL THINGS THAT SHE HAD, TO CALL OZIAS AND CHABRIS AND CHARMIS, THE ANCIENTS OF THE CITY. {8:11} AND THEY CAME UNTO HER, AND SHE SAID UNTO THEM, HEAR ME NOW, O YE GOVERNORS OF THE INHABITANTS OF BETHULIA: FOR YOUR WORDS THAT YE HAVE SPOKEN BEFORE THE PEOPLE THIS DAY ARE NOT RIGHT, TOUCHING THIS OATH WHICH YE MADE AND PRONOUNCED BETWEEN GOD AND YOU, AND HAVE PROMISED TO DELIVER THE CITY TO OUR ENEMIES, UNLESS WITHIN THESE DAYS THE LORD TURN TO HELP YOU. {8:12} AND NOW WHO ARE YE THAT HAVE TEMPTED GOD THIS DAY, AND STAND INSTEAD OF GOD AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN? {8:13} AND NOW TRY THE LORD ALMIGHTY, BUT YE SHALL NEVER KNOW ANY THING. {8:14} FOR YE CANNOT FIND THE DEPTH OF THE HEART OF MAN, NEITHER CAN YE PERCEIVE THE THINGS THAT HE THINKETH: THEN HOW CAN YE SEARCH OUT GOD, THAT HATH MADE ALL THESE THINGS, AND KNOW HIS MIND, OR COMPREHEND HIS PURPOSE? NAY, MY BRETHREN, PROVOKE NOT THE LORD OUR GOD TO ANGER. {8:15} FOR IF HE WILL NOT HELP US WITHIN THESE FIVE DAYS, HE HATH POWER TO DEFEND US WHEN HE WILL, EVEN EVERY DAY, OR TO DESTROY US BEFORE OUR ENEMIES. {8:16} DO NOT BIND THE COUNSELS OF THE LORD OUR GOD: FOR GOD IS NOT AS MAN, THAT HE MAY BE THREATENED; NEITHER IS HE AS THE SON OF MAN, THAT HE SHOULD BE WAVERING. {8:17} THEREFORE LET US WAIT FOR SALVATION OF HIM, AND CALL UPON HIM TO HELP US, AND HE WILL HEAR OUR VOICE, IF IT PLEASE HIM. {8:18} FOR THERE AROSE NONE IN OUR AGE, NEITHER IS THERE ANY NOW IN THESE DAYS NEITHER TRIBE, NOR FAMILY, NOR PEOPLE, NOR CITY AMONG US, WHICH WORSHIP GODS MADE WITH HANDS, AS HATH BEEN AFORETIME. {8:19} FOR THE WHICH CAUSE OUR FATHERS WERE GIVEN TO THE SWORD, AND FOR A SPOIL, AND HAD A GREAT FALL BEFORE OUR ENEMIES. {8:20} BUT WE KNOW NONE OTHER GOD, THEREFORE WE TRUST THAT HE WILL NOT DISPISE US, NOR ANY OF OUR NATION. {8:21} FOR IF WE BE TAKEN SO, ALL JUDEA SHALL LIE WASTE, AND OUR SANCTUARY SHALL BE SPOILED; AND HE WILL REQUIRE THE PROFANATION THEREOF AT OUR MOUTH. {8:22} AND THE SLAUGHTER OF OUR BRETHREN, AND THE CAPTIVITY OF THE COUNTRY, AND THE DESOLATION OF OUR INHERITANCE, WILL HE TURN UPON OUR HEADS AMONG THE GENTILES, WHERESOEVER WE SHALL BE IN BONDAGE; AND WE SHALL BE AN OFFENCE AND A REPROACH TO ALL THEM THAT POSSESS US. {8:23} FOR OUR SERVITUDE SHALL NOT BE DIRECTED TO FAVOUR: BUT THE LORD OUR GOD SHALL TURN IT TO DISHONOUR. {8:24} NOW THEREFORE, O BRETHREN, LET US SHEW AN EXAMPLE TO OUR BRETHREN, BECAUSE THEIR HEARTS DEPEND UPON US, AND THE SANCTUARY, AND THE HOUSE, AND THE ALTAR, REST UPON US. {8:25} MOREOVER LET US GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD OUR GOD, WHICH TRIETH US, EVEN AS HE DID OUR FATHERS. {8:26} REMEMBER WHAT THINGS HE DID TO ABRAHAM, AND HOW HE TRIED ISAAC, AND WHAT HAPPENED TO JACOB IN MESOPOTAMIA OF SYRIA, WHEN HE KEPT THE SHEEP OF LABAN HIS MOTHER’S BROTHER. {8:27} FOR HE HATH NOT TRIED US IN THE FIRE, AS HE DID THEM, FOR THE EXAMINATION OF THEIR HEARTS, NEITHER HATH HE TAKEN VENGEANCE ON US: BUT THE LORD DOTH SCOURGE THEM THAT COME NEAR UNTO HIM, TO ADMONISH THEM. {8:28} THEN SAID OZIAS TO HER, ALL THAT THOU HAST SPOKEN HAST THOU SPOKEN WITH A GOOD HEART, AND THERE IS NONE THAT MAY GAINSAY THY WORDS. {8:29} FOR THIS IS NOT THE FIRST DAY WHEREIN THY WISDOM IS MANIFESTED; BUT FROM THE BEGINNING OF THY DAYS ALL THE PEOPLE HAVE KNOWN THY UNDERSTANDING, BECAUSE THE DISPOSITION OF THINE HEART IS GOOD. {8:30} BUT THE PEOPLE WERE VERY THIRSTY, AND COMPELLED US TO DO UNTO THEM AS WE HAVE SPOKEN, AND TO BRING AN OATH UPON OURSELVES, WHICH WE WILL NOT BREAK. {8:31} THEREFORE NOW PRAY THOU FOR US, BECAUSE THOU ART A GODLY WOMAN, AND THE LORD WILL SEND US RAIN TO FILL OUR CISTERNS, AND WE SHALL FAINT NO MORE. {8:32} THEN SAID JUDITH UNTO THEM, HEAR ME, AND I WILL DO A THING, WHICH SHALL GO THROUGHOUT ALL GENERATIONS TO THE CHILDREN OF OUR NATION. {8:33} YE SHALL STAND THIS NIGHT IN THE GATE, AND I WILL GO FORTH WITH MY WAITINGWOMAN: AND WITHIN THE DAYS THAT YE HAVE PROMISED TO DELIVER THE CITY TO OUR ENEMIES THE LORD WILL VISIT ISRAEL BY MINE HAND. {8:34} BUT ENQUIRE NOT YE OF MINE ACT: FOR I WILL NOT DECLARE IT UNTO YOU, TILL THE THINGS BE FINISHED THAT I DO. {8:35} THEN SAID OZIAS AND THE PRINCES UNTO HER, GO IN PEACE, AND THE LORD GOD BE BEFORE THEE, TO TAKE VENGEANCE ON OUR ENEMIES. {8:36} SO THEY RETURNED FROM THE TENT, AND WENT TO THEIR WARDS. 
{9:1} JUDITH FELL UPON HER FACE, AND PUT ASHES UPON HER HEAD, AND UNCOVERED THE SACKCLOTH WHEREWITH SHE WAS CLOTHED; AND ABOUT THE TIME THAT THE INCENSE OF THAT EVENING WAS OFFERED IN JERUSALEM IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD JUDITH CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND SAID, {9:2} O LORD GOD OF MY FATHER SIMEON, TO WHOM THOU GAVEST A SWORD TO TAKE VENGEANCE OF THE STRANGERS, WHO LOOSENED THE GIRDLE OF A MAID TO DEFILE HER, AND DISCOVERED THE THIGH TO HER SHAME, AND POLLUTED HER VIRGINITY TO HER REPROACH; FOR THOU SAIDST, IT SHALL NOT BE SO; AND YET THEY DID SO: {9:3} WHEREFORE THOU GAVEST THEIR RULERS TO BE SLAIN, SO THAT THEY DYED THEIR BED IN BLOOD, BEING DECEIVED, AND SMOTEST THE SERVANTS WITH THEIR LORDS, AND THE LORDS UPON THEIR THRONES; {9:4} AND HAST GIVEN THEIR WIVES FOR A PREY, AND THEIR DAUGHTERS TO BE CAPTIVES, AND ALL THEIR SPOILS TO BE DIVIDED AMONG THY DEAR CHILDREN; WHICH WERE MOVED WITH THY ZEAL, AND ABHORRED THE POLLUTION OF THEIR BLOOD, AND CALLED UPON THEE FOR AID: O GOD, O MY GOD, HEAR ME ALSO A WIDOW. {9:5} FOR THOU HAST WROUGHT NOT ONLY THOSE THINGS, BUT ALSO THE THINGS WHICH FELL OUT BEFORE, AND WHICH ENSUED AFTER; THOU HAST THOUGHT UPON THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOW, AND WHICH ARE TO COME. {9:6} YEA, WHAT THINGS THOU DIDST DETERMINE WERE READY AT HAND, AND SAID, LO, WE ARE HERE: FOR ALL THY WAYS ARE PREPARED, AND THY JUDGMENTS ARE IN THY FOREKNOWLEDGE. {9:7} FOR, BEHOLD, THE ASSYRIANS ARE MULTIPLIED IN THEIR POWER; THEY ARE EXALTED WITH HORSE AND MAN; THEY GLORY IN THE STRENGTH OF THEIR FOOTMEN; THEY TRUST IN SHIELD, AND SPEAR, AND BOW, AND SLING; AND KNOW NOT THAT THOU ART THE LORD THAT BREAKEST THE BATTLES: THE LORD IS THY NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. {9:8} THROW DOWN THEIR STRENGTH IN THY POWER, AND BRING DOWN THEIR FORCE IN THY WRATH: FOR THEY HAVE PURPOSED TO DEFILE THY SANCTUARY, AND TO POLLUTE THE TABERNACLE WHERE THY GLORIOUS NAME RESTETH AND TO CAST DOWN WITH SWORD THE HORN OF THY ALTAR. {9:9} BEHOLD THEIR PRIDE, AND SEND THY WRATH UPON THEIR HEADS: GIVE INTO MINE HAND, WHICH AM A WIDOW, THE POWER THAT I HAVE CONCEIVED. {9:10} SMITE BY THE DECEIT OF MY LIPS THE SERVANT WITH THE PRINCE, AND THE PRINCE WITH THE SERVANT: BREAK DOWN THEIR STATELINESS BY THE HAND OF A WOMAN. {9:11} FOR THY POWER STANDETH NOT IN MULTITUDE NOR THY MIGHT IN STRONG MEN: FOR THOU ART A GOD OF THE AFFLICTED, A HELPER OF THE OPPRESSED, AN UPHOLDER OF THE WEAK, A PROTECTOR OF THE FORLORN, A SAVIOUR OF THEM THAT ARE WITHOUT HOPE. {9:12} I PRAY THEE, I PRAY THEE, O GOD OF MY FATHER [STEPHEN], AND GOD OF THE INHERITANCE OF ISRAEL, LORD OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE WATERS, KING OF EVERY CREATURE, HEAR THOU MY PRAYER: {9:13} AND MAKE MY SPEECH AND DECEIT TO BE THEIR WOUND AND STRIPE, WHO HAVE PURPOSED CRUEL THINGS AGAINST THY COVENANT, AND THY HALLOWED HOUSE, AND AGAINST THE TOP OF SION, AND AGAINST THE HOUSE OF THE POSSESSION OF THY CHILDREN. {9:14} AND MAKE EVERY NATION AND TRIBE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THOU ART THE GOD OF ALL POWER AND MIGHT, AND THAT THERE IS NONE OTHER THAT PROTECTETH THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL BUT THOU. 
{10:1} NOW AFTER THAT SHE HAD CEASED TO CRY UNTO THE GOD OF ISRAEL, AND BAD MADE AN END OF ALL THESE WORDS. {10:2} SHE ROSE WHERE SHE HAD FALLEN DOWN, AND CALLED HER MAID, AND WENT DOWN INTO THE HOUSE IN THE WHICH SHE, ABODE IN THE SABBATH DAYS, AND IN HER FEAST DAYS, {10:3} AND PULLED OFF THE SACKCLOTH WHICH SHE HAD ON, AND PUT OFF THE GARMENTS OF HER WIDOWHOOD, AND WASHED HER BODY ALL OVER WITH WATER, AND ANOINTED HERSELF WITH PRECIOUS OINTMENT, AND BRAIDED THE HAIR OF HER HEAD, AND PUT ON A TIRE UPON IT, AND PUT ON HER GARMENTS OF GLADNESS, WHEREWITH SHE WAS CLAD DURING THE LIFE OF MANASSES HER HUSBAND. {10:4} AND SHE TOOK SANDALS UPON HER FEET, AND PUT ABOUT HER HER BRACELETS, AND HER CHAINS, AND HER RINGS, AND HER EARRINGS, AND ALL HER ORNAMENTS, AND DECKED HERSELF BRAVELY, TO ALLURE THE EYES OF ALL MEN THAT SHOULD SEE HER. {10:5} THEN SHE GAVE HER MAID A BOTTLE OF WINE, AND A CRUSE OF OIL, AND FILLED A BAG WITH PARCHED CORN, AND LUMPS OF FIGS, AND WITH FINE BREAD; SO, SHE FOLDED ALL THESE THINGS TOGETHER, AND LAID THEM UPON HER. {10:6} THUS THEY WENT FORTH TO THE GATE OF THE CITY OF BETHULIA, AND FOUND STANDING THERE OZIAS AND THE ANCIENTS OF THE CITY, CHABRIS AND CHARMIS. {10:7} AND WHEN THEY SAW HER, THAT HER COUNTENANCE WAS ALTERED, AND HER APPAREL WAS CHANGED, THEY WONDERED AT HER BEAUTY VERY GREATLY, AND SAID UNTO HER. {10:8} THE GOD, THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS GIVE THEE FAVOUR, AND ACCOMPLISH THINE ENTERPRIZES TO THE GLORY OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND TO THE EXALTATION OF JERUSALEM. THEN THEY WORSHIPPED GOD. {10:9} AND SHE SAID UNTO THEM, COMMAND THE GATES OF THE CITY TO BE OPENED UNTO ME, THAT I MAY GO FORTH TO ACCOMPLISH THE THINGS WHEREOF YE HAVE SPOKEN WITH ME. SO, THEY COMMANDED THE YOUNG MEN TO OPEN UNTO HER, AS SHE HAD SPOKEN. {10:10} AND WHEN THEY HAD DONE SO, JUDITH WENT OUT, SHE, AND HER MAID WITH HER; AND THE MEN OF THE CITY LOOKED AFTER HER, UNTIL SHE WAS GONE DOWN THE MOUNTAIN, AND TILL SHE HAD PASSED THE VALLEY, AND COULD SEE HER NO MORE. {10:11} THUS THEY WENT STRAIGHT FORTH IN THE VALLEY: AND THE FIRST WATCH OF THE ASSYRIANS MET HER, {10:12} AND TOOK HER, AND ASKED HER, OF WHAT PEOPLE ART THOU? AND WHENCE COMEST THOU? AND WHITHER GOEST THOU? AND SHE SAID, I AM A WOMAN OF THE HEBREWS, AND AM FLED FROM THEM: FOR THEY SHALL BE GIVEN YOU TO BE CONSUMED: {10:13} AND I AM COMING BEFORE HOLOFERNES THE CHIEF CAPTAIN OF YOUR ARMY, TO DECLARE WORDS OF TRUTH; AND I WILL SHEW HIM A WAY, WHEREBY HE SHALL GO, AND WIN ALL THE HILL COUNTRY, WITHOUT LOSING THE BODY OR LIFE OF ANY ONE OF HIS MEN. {10:14} NOW WHEN THE MEN HEARD HER WORDS, AND BEHELD HER COUNTENANCE, THEY WONDERED GREATLY AT HER BEAUTY, AND SAID UNTO HER, {10:15} THOU HAST SAVED THY LIFE, IN THAT THOU HAST HASTED TO COME DOWN TO THE PRESENCE OF OUR LORD: NOW THEREFORE COME TO HIS TENT, AND SOME OF US SHALL CONDUCT THEE, UNTIL THEY HAVE DELIVERED THEE TO HIS HANDS. {10:16} AND WHEN THOU STANDEST BEFORE HIM, BE NOT AFRAID IN THINE HEART, BUT SHEW UNTO HIM ACCORDING TO THY WORD; AND HE WILL ENTREAT THEE WELL. {10:17} THEN THEY CHOSE OUT OF THEM A HUNDRED MEN TO ACCOMPANY HER AND HER MAID; AND THEY BROUGHT HER TO THE TENT OF HOLOFERNES. {10:18} THEN WAS THERE A CONCOURSE THROUGHOUT ALL THE CAMP: FOR HER COMING WAS NOISED AMONG THE TENTS, AND THEY CAME ABOUT HER, AS SHE STOOD WITHOUT THE TENT OF HOLOFERNES, TILL THEY TOLD HIM OF HER. {10:19} AND THEY WONDERED AT HER BEAUTY, AND ADMIRED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL BECAUSE OF HER, AND EVERY ONE SAID TO HIS NEIGHBOUR, WHO WOULD DESPISE THIS PEOPLE, THAT HAVE AMONG THEM SUCH WOMEN? SURELY IT IS NOT GOOD THAT ONE MAN OF THEM BE LEFT WHO BEING LET GO MIGHT DECEIVE THE WHOLE EARTH. {10:20} AND THEY THAT LAY NEAR HOLOFERNES WENT OUT, AND ALL HIS SERVANTS AND THEY BROUGHT HER INTO THE TENT. {10:21} NOW HOLOFERNES RESTED UPON HIS BED UNDER A CANOPY, WHICH WAS WOVEN WITH PURPLE, AND GOLD, AND EMERALDS, AND PRECIOUS STONES. {10:22} SO THEY SHEWED HIM OF HER; AND HE CAME OUT BEFORE HIS TENT WITH SILVER LAMPS GOING BEFORE HIM. {10:23} AND WHEN JUDITH WAS COME BEFORE HIM AND HIS SERVANTS, THEY ALL MARVELLED AT THE BEAUTY OF HER COUNTENANCE; AND SHE FELL DOWN UPON HER FACE, AND DID REVERENCE UNTO HIM: AND HIS SERVANTS TOOK HER UP. 
{11:1} THEN SAID HOLOFERNES UNTO HER, WOMAN, BE OF GOOD COMFORT, FEAR NOT IN THINE HEART: FOR I NEVER HURT ANY THAT WAS WILLING TO SERVE NABUCHODONOSOR, THE KING OF ALL THE EARTH. {11:2} NOW THEREFORE, IF THY PEOPLE THAT DWELLETH IN THE MOUNTAINS HAD NOT SET LIGHT BY ME, I WOULD NOT HAVE LIFTED UP MY SPEAR AGAINST THEM: BUT THEY HAVE DONE THESE THINGS TO THEMSELVES. {11:3} BUT NOW TELL ME WHEREFORE THOU ART FLED FROM THEM, AND ART COME UNTO US: FOR THOU ART COME FOR SAFEGUARD; BE OF GOOD COMFORT, THOU SHALT LIVE THIS NIGHT, AND HEREAFTER: {11:4} FOR NONE SHALL HURT THEE, BUT ENTREAT THEE WELL, AS THEY DO THE SERVANTS OF KING NABUCHODONOSOR MY LORD. {11:5} THEN JUDITH SAID UNTO HIM, RECEIVE THE WORDS OF THY SERVANT, AND SUFFER THINE HANDMAID TO SPEAK IN THY PRESENCE, AND I WILL DECLARE NO LIE TO MY LORD THIS NIGHT. {11:6} AND IF THOU WILT FOLLOW THE WORDS OF THINE HANDMAID, GOD WILL BRING THE THING PERFECTLY TO PASS BY THEE; AND MY LORD SHALL NOT FAIL OF HIS PURPOSES. {11:7} AS NABUCHODONOSOR KING OF ALL THE EARTH LIVETH, AND AS HIS POWER LIVETH, WHO HATH SENT THEE FOR THE UPHOLDING OF EVERY LIVING THING: FOR NOT ONLY MEN SHALL SERVE HIM BY THEE, BUT ALSO THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD, AND THE CATTLE, AND THE FOWLS OF THE AIR, SHALL LIVE BY THY POWER UNDER NABUCHODONOSOR AND ALL HIS HOUSE. {11:8} FOR WE HAVE HEARD OF THY WISDOM AND THY POLICIES, AND IT IS REPORTED IN ALL THE EARTH, THAT THOU ONLY ART EXCELLENT IN ALL THE KINGDOM, AND MIGHTY IN KNOWLEDGE, AND WONDERFUL IN FEATS OF WAR. {11:9} NOW AS CONCERNING THE MATTER, WHICH ACHIOR DID SPEAK IN THY COUNCIL, WE HAVE HEARD HIS WORDS; FOR THE MEN OF BETHULIA SAVED HIM, AND HE DECLARED UNTO THEM ALL THAT HE HAD SPOKEN UNTO THEE. {11:10} THEREFORE, O LORD AND GOVERNOR, RESPECT NOT HIS WORD; BUT LAY IT UP IN THINE HEART, FOR IT IS TRUE: FOR OUR NATION SHALL NOT BE PUNISHED, NEITHER CAN SWORD PREVAIL AGAINST THEM, EXCEPT THEY SIN AGAINST THEIR GOD. {11:11} AND NOW, THAT MY LORD BE NOT DEFEATED AND FRUSTRATE OF HIS PURPOSE, EVEN DEATH IS NOW FALLEN UPON THEM, AND THEIR SIN HATH OVERTAKEN THEM, WHEREWITH THEY WILL PROVOKE THEIR GOD TO ANGER WHENSOEVER THEY SHALL DO THAT WHICH IS NOT FIT TO BE DONE: {11:12} FOR THEIR VICTUALS FAIL THEM, AND ALL THEIR WATER IS SCANT, AND THEY HAVE DETERMINED TO LAY HANDS UPON THEIR CATTLE, AND PURPOSED TO CONSUME ALL THOSE THINGS, THAT GOD HATH FORBIDDEN THEM TO EAT BY HIS LAWS: {11:13} AND ARE RESOLVED TO SPEND THE FIRSTFRUITS OF THE THE TENTHS OF WINE AND OIL, WHICH THEY HAD SANCTIFIED, AND RESERVED FOR THE PRIESTS THAT SERVE IN JERUSALEM BEFORE THE FACE OF OUR GOD; THE WHICH THINGS IT IS NOT LAWFUL FOR ANY OF THE PEOPLE SO MUCH AS TO TOUCH WITH THEIR HANDS. {11:14} FOR THEY HAVE SENT SOME TO JERUSALEM, BECAUSE THEY ALSO THAT DWELL THERE HAVE DONE THE LIKE, TO BRING THEM A LICENCE FROM THE SENATE. {11:15} NOW WHEN THEY SHALL BRING THEM WORD, THEY WILL FORTHWITH DO IT, AND THEY SHALL BE GIVEN TO THEE TO BE DESTROYED THE SAME DAY. {11:16} WHEREFORE I THINE HANDMAID, KNOWING ALL THIS, AM FLED FROM THEIR PRESENCE; AND GOD HATH SENT ME TO WORK THINGS WITH THEE, WHEREAT ALL THE EARTH SHALL BE ASTONISHED, AND WHOSOEVER SHALL HEAR IT. {11:17} FOR THY SERVANT IS RELIGIOUS, AND SERVETH THE GOD OF HEAVEN DAY AND NIGHT: NOW THEREFORE, MY LORD, I WILL REMAIN WITH THEE, AND THY SERVANT WILL GO OUT BY NIGHT INTO THE VALLEY, AND I WILL PRAY UNTO GOD, AND HE WILL TELL ME WHEN THEY HAVE COMMITTED THEIR SINS: {11:18} AND I WILL COME AND SHEW IT UNTO THEE: THEN THOU SHALT GO FORTH WITH ALL THINE ARMY, AND THERE SHALL BE NONE OF THEM THAT SHALL RESIST THEE. {11:19} AND I WILL LEAD THEE THROUGH THE MIDST OF JUDEA, UNTIL THOU COME BEFORE JERUSALEM; AND I WILL SET THY THRONE IN THE MIDST THEREOF; AND THOU SHALT DRIVE THEM AS SHEEP THAT HAVE NO SHEPHERD, AND A DOG SHALL NOT SO MUCH AS OPEN HIS MOUTH AT THEE: FOR THESE THINGS WERE TOLD ME ACCORDING TO MY FOREKNOWLEDGE, AND THEY WERE DECLARED UNTO ME, AND I AM SENT TO TELL THEE. {11:20} THEN HER WORDS PLEASED HOLOFERNES AND ALL HIS SERVANTS; AND THEY MARVELLED AT HER WISDOM, AND SAID, {11:21} THERE IS NOT SUCH A WOMAN FROM ONE END OF THE EARTH TO THE OTHER, BOTH FOR BEAUTY OF FACE, AND WISDOM OF WORDS. {11:22} LIKEWISE HOLOFERNES SAID UNTO HER. GOD HATH DONE WELL TO SEND THEE BEFORE THE PEOPLE, THAT STRENGTH MIGHT BE IN OUR HANDS AND DESTRUCTION UPON THEM THAT LIGHTLY REGARD MY LORD. {11:23} AND NOW THOU ART BOTH BEAUTIFUL IN THY COUNTENANCE, AND WITTY IN THY WORDS: SURELY IF THOU DO AS THOU HAST SPOKEN THY GOD SHALL BE MY GOD, AND THOU SHALT DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF KING NABUCHODONOSOR, AND SHALT BE RENOWNED THROUGH THE WHOLE EARTH.
{12:1} THEN HE COMMANDED TO BRING HER IN WHERE HIS PLATE WAS SET; AND BADE THAT THEY SHOULD PREPARE FOR HER OF HIS OWN MEATS, AND THAT SHE SHOULD DRINK OF HIS OWN WINE. {12:2} AND JUDITH SAID, I WILL NOT EAT THEREOF, LEST THERE BE AN OFFENCE: BUT PROVISION SHALL BE MADE FOR ME OF THE THINGS THAT I HAVE BROUGHT. {12:3} THEN HOLOFERNES SAID UNTO HER, IF THY PROVISION SHOULD FAIL, HOW SHOULD WE GIVE THEE THE LIKE? FOR THERE BE NONE WITH US OF THY NATION. {12:4} THEN SAID JUDITH UNTO HIM AS THY SOUL LIVETH, MY LORD, THINE HANDMAID SHALL NOT SPEND THOSE THINGS THAT I HAVE, BEFORE THE LORD WORK BY MINE HAND THE THINGS THAT HE HATH DETERMINED. {12:5} THEN THE SERVANTS OF HOLOFERNES BROUGHT HER INTO THE TENT, AND SHE SLEPT TILL MIDNIGHT, AND SHE AROSE WHEN IT WAS TOWARD THE MORNING WATCH, {12:6} AND SENT TO HOLOFERNES, SAVING, LET MY LORD NOW COMMAND THAT THINE HANDMAID MAY GO FORTH UNTO PRAYER. {12:7} THEN HOLOFERNES COMMANDED HIS GUARD THAT THEY SHOULD NOT STAY HER: THUS, SHE, ABODE IN THE CAMP THREE DAYS, AND WENT OUT IN THE NIGHT INTO THE VALLEY OF BETHULIA, AND WASHED HERSELF IN A FOUNTAIN OF WATER BY THE CAMP. {12:8} AND WHEN SHE CAME OUT, SHE BESOUGHT THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL TO DIRECT HER WAY TO THE RAISING UP OF THE CHILDREN OF HER PEOPLE. {12:9} SO SHE CAME IN CLEAN, AND REMAINED IN THE TENT, UNTIL SHE DID EAT HER MEAT AT EVENING. {12:10} AND IN THE FOURTH DAY HOLOFERNES MADE A FEAST TO HIS OWN SERVANTS ONLY, AND CALLED NONE OF THE OFFICERS TO THE BANQUET. {12:11} THEN SAID HE TO BAGOAS THE EUNUCH, WHO HAD CHARGE OVER ALL THAT HE HAD, GO NOW, AND PERSUADE THIS HEBREW WOMAN WHICH IS WITH THEE, THAT SHE COME UNTO US, AND EAT AND DRINK WITH US. {12:12} FOR, LO, IT WILL BE A SHAME FOR OUR PERSON, IF WE SHALL LET SUCH A WOMAN GO, NOT HAVING HAD HER COMPANY; FOR IF WE DRAW HER NOT UNTO US, SHE WILL LAUGH US TO SCORN. {12:13} THEN WENT BAGOAS FROM THE PRESENCE OF HOLOFERNES, AND CAME TO HER, AND HE SAID, LET NOT THIS FAIR DAMSEL FEAR TO COME TO MY LORD, AND TO BE HONOURED IN HIS PRESENCE, AND DRINK WINE, AND BE MERRY WITH US AND BE MADE THIS DAY AS ONE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE ASSYRIANS, WHICH SERVE IN THE HOUSE OF NABUCHODONOSOR. {12:14} THEN SAID JUDITH UNTO HIM, WHO AM I NOW, THAT I SHOULD GAINSAY MY LORD? SURELY WHATSOEVER PLEASETH HIM I WILL DO SPEEDILY, AND IT SHALL BE MY JOY UNTO THE DAY OF MY DEATH. {12:15} SO SHE AROSE, AND DECKED HERSELF WITH HER APPAREL AND ALL HER WOMAN’S ATTIRE, AND HER MAID WENT AND LAID SOFT SKINS ON THE GROUND FOR HER OVER AGAINST HOLOFERNES, WHICH SHE HAD RECEIVED OF BAGOAS FAR HER DAILY USE, THAT SHE MIGHT SIT AND EAT UPON THEM. {12:16} NOW WHEN JUDITH CAME IN AND SAT DOWN, HOLOFERNES HIS HEART WAS RAVISHED WITH HER, AND HIS MIND WAS MOVED, AND HE DESIRED GREATLY HER COMPANY; FOR HE WAITED A TIME TO DECEIVE HER, FROM THE DAY THAT HE HAD SEEN HER. {12:17} THEN SAID HOLOFERNES UNTO HER, DRINK NOW, AND BE MERRY WITH US. {12:18} SO JUDITH SAID, I WILL DRINK NOW, MY LORD, BECAUSE MY LIFE IS MAGNIFIED IN ME THIS DAY MORE THAN ALL THE DAYS SINCE I WAS BORN. {12:19} THEN SHE TOOK AND ATE AND DRANK BEFORE HIM WHAT HER MAID HAD PREPARED. {12:20} AND HOLOFERNES TOOK GREAT DELIGHT IN HER, AND DRANK MORE WINE THAN HE HAD DRUNK AT ANY TIME IN ONE DAY SINCE HE WAS BORN. 
{13:1} NOW WHEN THE EVENING WAS COME, HIS SERVANTS MADE HASTE TO DEPART, AND BAGOAS SHUT HIS TENT WITHOUT, AND DISMISSED THE WAITERS FROM THE PRESENCE OF HIS LORD; AND THEY WENT TO THEIR BEDS: FOR THEY WERE ALL WEARY, BECAUSE THE FEAST HAD BEEN LONG. {13:2} AND JUDITH WAS LEFT ALONG IN THE TENT, AND HOLOFERNES LYING ALONG UPON HIS BED: FOR HE WAS FILLED WITH WINE. {13:3} NOW JUDITH HAD COMMANDED HER MAID TO STAND WITHOUT HER BEDCHAMBER, AND TO WAIT FOR HER. COMING FORTH, AS SHE DID DAILY: FOR SHE SAID SHE WOULD GO FORTH TO HER PRAYERS, AND SHE SPAKE TO BAGOAS ACCORDING TO THE SAME PURPOSE. {13:4} SO ALL WENT FORTH AND NONE WAS LEFT IN THE BEDCHAMBER, NEITHER LITTLE NOR GREAT. THEN JUDITH, STANDING BY HIS BED, SAID IN HER HEART, O LORD GOD OF ALL POWER, LOOK AT THIS PRESENT UPON THE WORKS OF MINE HANDS FOR THE EXALTATION OF JERUSALEM. {13:5} FOR NOW IS THE TIME TO HELP THINE INHERITANCE, AND TO EXECUTE THINE ENTERPRIZES TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ENEMIES WHICH ARE RISEN AGAINST US. {13:6} THEN SHE CAME TO THE PILLAR OF THE BED, WHICH WAS AT HOLOFERNES’ HEAD, AND TOOK DOWN HIS FAUCHION FROM THENCE, {13:7} AND APPROACHED TO HIS BED, AND TOOK HOLD OF THE HAIR OF HIS HEAD, AND SAID, STRENGTHEN ME, O LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, THIS DAY. {13:8} AND SHE SMOTE TWICE UPON HIS NECK WITH ALL HER MIGHT, AND SHE TOOK AWAY HIS HEAD FROM HIM. {13:9} AND TUMBLED HIS BODY DOWN FROM THE BED, AND PULLED DOWN THE CANOPY FROM THE PILLARS; AND ANON AFTER SHE WENT FORTH, AND GAVE HOLOFERNES HIS HEAD TO HER MAID; {13:10} AND SHE PUT IT IN HER BAG OF MEAT: SO, THEY TWAIN WENT TOGETHER ACCORDING TO THEIR CUSTOM UNTO PRAYER: AND WHEN THEY PASSED THE CAMP, THEY COMPASSED THE VALLEY, AND WENT UP THE MOUNTAIN OF BETHULIA, AND CAME TO THE GATES THEREOF. {13:11} THEN SAID JUDITH AFAR OFF, TO THE WATCHMEN AT THE GATE, OPEN, OPEN NOW THE GATE: GOD, EVEN OUR GOD, IS WITH US, TO SHEW HIS POWER YET IN JERUSALEM, AND HIS FORCES AGAINST THE ENEMY, AS HE HATH EVEN DONE THIS DAY. {13:12} NOW WHEN THE MEN OF HER CITY HEARD HER VOICE, THEY MADE HASTE TO GO DOWN TO THE GATE OF THEIR CITY, AND THEY CALLED THE ELDERS OF THE CITY. {13:13} AND THEN THEY RAN ALL TOGETHER, BOTH SMALL AND GREAT, FOR IT WAS STRANGE UNTO THEM THAT SHE WAS COME: SO, THEY OPENED THE GATE, AND RECEIVED THEM, AND MADE A FIRE FOR A LIGHT, AND STOOD ROUND ABOUT THEM. {13:14} THEN SHE SAID TO THEM WITH A LOUD VOICE, PRAISE, PRAISE GOD, PRAISE GOD, I SAY, FOR HE HATH NOT TAKEN AWAY HIS MERCY FROM THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, BUT HATH DESTROYED OUR ENEMIES BY MINE HANDS THIS NIGHT. {13:15} SO SHE TOOK THE HEAD OUT OF THE BAG, AND SHEWED IT, AND SAID UNTO THEM, BEHOLD THE HEAD OF HOLOFERNES, THE CHIEF CAPTAIN OF THE ARMY OF ASSUR, AND BEHOLD THE CANOPY, WHEREIN HE DID LIE IN HIS DRUNKENNESS; AND THE LORD HATH SMITTEN HIM BY THE HAND OF A WOMAN. {13:16} AS THE LORD LIVETH, WHO HATH KEPT ME IN MY WAY THAT I WENT, MY COUNTENANCE HATH DECEIVED HIM TO HIS DESTRUCTION, AND YET HATH HE NOT COMMITTED SIN WITH ME, TO DEFILE AND SHAME ME. {13:17} THEN ALL THE PEOPLE WERE WONDERFULLY ASTONISHED, AND BOWED THEMSELVES AND WORSHIPPED GOD, AND SAID WITH ONE ACCORD, BLESSED BE THOU, O OUR GOD, WHICH HAST THIS DAY BROUGHT TO NOUGHT THE ENEMIES OF THY PEOPLE. {13:18} THEN SAID OZIAS UNTO HER, O DAUGHTER, BLESSED ART THOU OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] ABOVE ALL THE WOMEN UPON THE EARTH; AND BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD, WHICH HATH CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, WHICH HATH DIRECTED THEE TO THE CUTTING OFF OF THE HEAD OF THE CHIEF OF OUR ENEMIES. {13:19} FOR THIS THY CONFIDENCE SHALL NOT DEPART FROM THE HEART OF MEN, WHICH REMEMBER THE POWER OF GOD FOR EVER. {13:20} AND GOD TURN THESE THINGS TO THEE FOR A PERPETUAL PRAISE, TO VISIT THEE IN GOOD THINGS BECAUSE THOU HAST NOT SPARED THY LIFE FOR THE AFFLICTION OF OUR NATION, BUT HAST REVENGED OUR RUIN, WALKING A STRAIGHT WAY BEFORE OUR GOD. AND ALL THE PEOPLE SAID; SO BE IT, SO BE IT. 
{14:1} THEN SAID JUDITH UNTO THEM, HEAR ME NOW, MY BRETHREN, AND TAKE THIS HEAD, AND HANG IT UPON THE HIGHEST PLACE OF YOUR WALLS. {14:2} AND SO SOON AS THE MORNING SHALL APPEAR, AND THE SUN SHALL COME FORTH UPON THE EARTH, TAKE YE EVERY ONE HIS WEAPONS, AND GO FORTH EVERY VALIANT MAN OUT OF THE CITY, AND SET YE A CAPTAIN OVER THEM, AS THOUGH YE WOULD GO DOWN INTO THE FIELD TOWARD THE WATCH OF THE ASSYRIANS; BUT GO NOT DOWN. {14:3} THEN THEY SHALL TAKE THEIR ARMOUR, AND SHALL GO INTO THEIR CAMP, AND RAISE UP THE CAPTAINS OF THE ARMY OF ASSUR, AND SHALL RUN TO THE TENT OF HOLOFERNES, BUT SHALL NOT FIND HIM: THEN FEAR SHALL FALL UPON THEM, AND THEY SHALL FLEE BEFORE YOUR FACE. {14:4} SO YE, AND ALL THAT INHABIT THE COAST OF ISRAEL, SHALL PURSUE THEM, AND OVERTHROW THEM AS THEY GO. {14:5} BUT BEFORE YE DO THESE THINGS, CALL ME ACHIOR THE AMMONITE, THAT HE MAY SEE AND KNOW HIM THAT DESPISED THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, AND THAT SENT HIM TO US AS IT WERE TO HIS DEATH. {14:6} THEN THEY CALLED ACHIOR OUT OF THE HOUSE OF OZIAS; AND WHEN HE WAS COME, AND SAW THE HEAD OF HOLOFERNES IN A MAN’S HAND IN THE ASSEMBLY OF THE PEOPLE, HE FELL DOWN ON HIS FACE, AND HIS SPIRIT FAILED. {14:7} BUT WHEN THEY HAD RECOVERED HIM, HE FELL AT JUDITH’S FEET, AND REVERENCED HER, AND SAID, BLESSED ART THOU IN ALL THE TABERNACLES OF JUDA, AND IN ALL NATIONS, WHICH HEARING THY NAME SHALL BE ASTONISHED. {14:8} NOW THEREFORE TELL ME ALL THE THINGS THAT THOU HAST DONE IN THESE DAYS. THEN JUDITH DECLARED UNTO HIM IN THE MIDST OF THE PEOPLE ALL THAT SHE HAD DONE, FROM THE DAY THAT SHE WENT FORTH UNTIL THAT HOUR SHE SPAKE UNTO THEM. {14:9} AND WHEN SHE HAD LEFT OFF SPEAKING, THE PEOPLE SHOUTED WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND MADE A JOYFUL NOISE IN THEIR CITY. {14:10} AND WHEN ACHIOR HAD SEEN ALL THAT THE GOD OF ISRAEL HAD DONE, HE BELIEVED IN GOD GREATLY, AND CIRCUMCISED THE FLESH OF HIS FORESKIN, AND WAS JOINED UNTO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL UNTO THIS DAY. {14:11} AND AS SOON AS THE MORNING AROSE, THEY HANGED THE HEAD OF HOLOFERNES UPON THE WALL, AND EVERY MAN TOOK HIS WEAPONS, AND THEY WENT FORTH BY BANDS UNTO THE STRAITS OF THE MOUNTAIN. {14:12} BUT WHEN THE ASSYRIANS SAW THEM, THEY SENT TO THEIR LEADERS, WHICH CAME TO THEIR CAPTAINS AND TRIBUNES, AND TO EVERY ONE OF THEIR RULERS. {14:13} SO THEY CAME TO HOLOFERNES’ TENT, AND SAID TO HIM THAT HAD THE CHARGE OF ALL HIS THINGS, WAKEN NOW OUR LORD: FOR THE SLAVES HAVE BEEN BOLD TO COME DOWN AGAINST US TO BATTLE, THAT THEY MAY BE UTTERLY DESTROYED. {14:14} THEN WENT IN BAGOAS, AND KNOCKED AT THE DOOR OF THE TENT; FOR HE THOUGHT THAT HE HAD SLEPT WITH JUDITH. {14:15} BUT BECAUSE NONE ANSWERED, HE OPENED IT, AND WENT INTO THE BEDCHAMBER, AND FOUND HIM CAST UPON THE FLOOR DEAD, AND HIS HEAD WAS TAKEN FROM HIM. {14:16} THEREFORE HE CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, WITH WEEPING, AND SIGHING, AND A MIGHTY CRY, AND RENT HIS GARMENTS. {14:17} AFTER HE WENT INTO THE TENT WHERE JUDITH LODGED: AND WHEN HE FOUND HER NOT, HE LEAPED OUT TO THE PEOPLE, AND CRIED, {14:18} THESE SLAVES HAVE DEALT TREACHEROUSLY; ONE WOMAN OF THE HEBREWS HATH BROUGHT SHAME UPON THE HOUSE OF KING NABUCHODONOSOR: FOR, BEHOLD, HOLOFERNES LIETH UPON THE GROUND WITHOUT A HEAD. {14:19} WHEN THE CAPTAINS OF THE ASSYRIANS’ ARMY HEARD THESE WORDS, THEY RENT THEIR COATS AND THEIR MINDS WERE WONDERFULLY TROUBLED, AND THERE WAS A CRY AND A VERY GREAT NOISE THROUGHOUT THE CAMP.
{15:1} AND WHEN THEY THAT WERE IN THE TENTS HEARD, THEY WERE ASTONISHED AT THE THING THAT WAS DONE. {15:2} AND FEAR AND TREMBLING FELL UPON THEM, SO THAT THERE WAS NO MAN THAT DURST ABIDE IN THE SIGHT OF HIS NEIGHBOUR, BUT RUSHING OUT ALL TOGETHER, THEY FLED INTO EVERY WAY OF THE PLAIN, AND OF THE HILL COUNTRY. {15:3} THEY ALSO THAT HAD CAMPED IN THE MOUNTAINS ROUND ABOUT BETHULIA FLED AWAY. THEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, EVERY ONE THAT WAS A WARRIOR AMONG THEM, RUSHED OUT UPON THEM. {15:4} THEN SENT OZIAS TO BETOMASTHEM, AND TO BEBAI, AND CHOBAI, AND COLA AND TO ALL THE COASTS OF ISRAEL, SUCH AS SHOULD TELL THE THINGS THAT WERE DONE, AND THAT ALL SHOULD RUSH FORTH UPON THEIR ENEMIES TO DESTROY THEM. {15:5} NOW WHEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL HEARD IT, THEY ALL FELL UPON THEM WITH ONE CONSENT, AND SLEW THEM UNTO CHOBAI: LIKEWISE ALSO THEY THAT CAME FROM JERUSALEM, AND FROM ALL THE HILL COUNTRY, (FOR MEN HAD TOLD THEM WHAT THINGS WERE DONE IN THE CAMP OF THEIR ENEMIES) AND THEY THAT WERE IN GALAAD, AND IN GALILEE, CHASED THEM WITH A GREAT SLAUGHTER, UNTIL THEY WERE PAST DAMASCUS AND THE BORDERS THEREOF. {15:6} AND THE RESIDUE THAT DWELT AT BETHULIA, FELL UPON THE CAMP OF ASSUR, AND SPOILED THEM, AND WERE GREATLY ENRICHED. {15:7} AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT RETURNED FROM THE SLAUGHTER HAD THAT WHICH REMAINED; AND THE VILLAGES AND THE CITIES, THAT WERE IN THE MOUNTAINS AND IN THE PLAIN, GAT MANY SPOILS: FOR THE MULTITUDE WAS VERY GREAT. {15:8} THEN JOACIM THE HIGH PRIEST, AND THE ANCIENTS OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT DWELT IN JERUSALEM, CAME TO BEHOLD THE GOOD THINGS THAT GOD HAD SHEWED TO ISRAEL, AND TO SEE JUDITH, AND TO SALUTE HER. {15:9} AND WHEN THEY CAME UNTO HER, THEY BLESSED HER WITH ONE ACCORD, AND SAID UNTO HER, THOU ART THE EXALTATION OF JERUSALEM, THOU ART THE GREAT GLORY OF ISRAEL, THOU ART THE GREAT REJOICING OF OUR NATION: {15:10} THOU HAST DONE ALL THESE THINGS BY THINE HAND: THOU HAST DONE MUCH GOOD TO ISRAEL, AND GOD IS PLEASED THEREWITH: BLESSED BE THOU OF THE ALMIGHTY LORD FOR EVERMORE. AND ALL THE PEOPLE SAID, SO BE IT. {15:11} AND THE PEOPLE SPOILED THE CAMP THE SPACE OF THIRTY DAYS: AND THEY GAVE UNTO JUDITH HOLOFERNES HIS TENT, AND ALL HIS PLATE, AND BEDS, AND VESSELS, AND ALL HIS STUFF: AND SHE TOOK IT AND LAID IT ON HER MULE; AND MADE READY HER CARTS, AND LAID THEM THEREON. {15:12} THEN ALL THE WOMEN OF ISRAEL RAN TOGETHER TO SEE HER, AND BLESSED HER, AND MADE A DANCE AMONG THEM FOR HER: AND SHE TOOK BRANCHES IN HER HAND, AND GAVE ALSO TO THE WOMEN THAT WERE WITH HER. {15:13} AND THEY PUT A GARLAND OF OLIVE UPON HER AND HER MAID THAT WAS WITH HER, AND SHE WENT BEFORE ALL THE PEOPLE IN THE DANCE, LEADING ALL THE WOMEN: AND ALL THE MEN OF ISRAEL FOLLOWED IN THEIR ARMOUR WITH GARLANDS, AND WITH SONGS IN THEIR MOUTHS.
{16:1} THEN JUDITH BEGAN TO SING THIS THANKSGIVING IN ALL ISRAEL, AND ALL THE PEOPLE SANG AFTER HER THIS SONG OF PRAISE. {16:2} AND JUDITH SAID, BEGIN UNTO MY GOD WITH TIMBRELS, SING UNTO MY LORD WITH CYMBALS: TUNE UNTO HIM A NEW PSALM: EXALT HIM, AND CALL UPON HIS NAME. {16:3} FOR GOD BREAKETH THE BATTLES: FOR AMONG THE CAMPS IN THE MIDST OF THE PEOPLE HE HATH DELIVERED ME OUT OF THE HANDS OF THEM THAT PERSECUTED ME. {16:4} ASSUR CAME OUT OF THE MOUNTAINS FROM THE NORTH, HE CAME WITH TEN THOUSAND’S, OF HIS ARMY, THE MULTITUDE WHEREOF STOPPED THE TORRENTS, AND THEIR HORSEMEN HAVE COVERED THE HILLS. {16:5} HE BRAGGED THAT HE WOULD BURN UP MY BORDERS, AND KILL MY YOUNG MEN WITH THE SWORD, AND DASH THE SUCKING CHILDREN AGAINST THE GROUND, AND MAKE MINE INFANTS AS A PREY, AND MY VIRGINS AS A SPOIL. {16:6} BUT THE ALMIGHTY LORD HATH DISAPPOINTED THEM BY THE HAND OF A WOMAN. {16:7} FOR THE MIGHTY ONE DID NOT FALL BY THE YOUNG MEN, NEITHER DID THE SONS OF THE TITANS SMITE HIM, NOR HIGH GIANTS SET UPON HIM: BUT JUDITH THE DAUGHTER OF MERARI WEAKENED HIM WITH THE BEAUTY OF HER COUNTENANCE. {16:8} FOR SHE PUT OFF THE GARMENT OF HER WIDOWHOOD FOR THE EXALTATION OF THOSE THAT WERE OPPRESSED IN ISRAEL, AND ANOINTED HER FACE WITH OINTMENT, AND BOUND HER HAIR IN A TIRE, AND TOOK A LINEN GARMENT TO DECEIVE HIM. {16:9} HER SANDALS RAVISHED HIS EYES, HER BEAUTY TOOK HIS MIND PRISONER, AND THE FAUCHION PASSED THROUGH HIS NECK. {16:10} THE PERSIANS QUAKED AT HER BOLDNESS, AND THE MEDES WERE DAUNTED AT HER HARDINESS. {16:11} THEN MY AFFLICTED SHOUTED FOR JOY, AND MY WEAK ONES CRIED ALOUD; BUT THEY WERE ASTONISHED: THESE LIFTED UP THEIR VOICES, BUT THEY WERE OVERTHROWN. {16:12} THE SONS OF THE DAMSELS HAVE PIERCED THEM THROUGH, AND WOUNDED THEM AS FUGATIVES’ CHILDREN: THEY PERISHED BY THE BATTLE OF THE LORD. {16:13} I WILL SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW SONG: O LORD, THOU ART GREAT AND GLORIOUS, WONDERFUL IN STRENGTH, AND INVINCIBLE. {16:14} LET ALL CREATURES SERVE THEE: FOR THOU SPAKEST, AND THEY WERE MADE, THOU DIDST SEND FORTH THY SPIRIT, AND IT CREATED THEM, AND THERE IS NONE THAT CAN RESIST THY VOICE. {16:15} FOR THE MOUNTAINS SHALL BE MOVED FROM THEIR FOUNDATIONS WITH THE WATERS, THE ROCKS SHALL MELT AS WAX AT THY PRESENCE: YET THOU ART MERCIFUL TO THEM THAT FEAR THEE. {16:16} FOR ALL SACRIFICE IS TOO LITTLE FOR A SWEET SAVOUR UNTO THEE, AND ALL THE FAT IS NOT SUFFICIENT FOR THY BURNT OFFERING: BUT HE THAT FEARETH THE LORD IS GREAT AT ALL TIMES. {16:17} WOE TO THE NATIONS THAT RISE UP AGAINST MY KINDRED! THE LORD ALMIGHTY WILL TAKE VENGEANCE OF THEM IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, IN PUTTING FIRE AND WORMS IN THEIR FLESH; AND THEY SHALL FEEL THEM, AND WEEP FOR EVER. {16:18} NOW AS SOON AS THEY ENTERED INTO JERUSALEM, THEY WORSHIPPED THE LORD; AND AS SOON AS THE PEOPLE WERE PURIFIED, THEY OFFERED THEIR BURNT OFFERINGS, AND THEIR FREE OFFERINGS, AND THEIR GIFTS. {16:19} JUDITH ALSO DEDICATED ALL THE STUFF OF HOLOFERNES, WHICH THE PEOPLE HAD GIVEN HER, AND GAVE THE CANOPY, WHICH SHE HAD TAKEN OUT OF HIS BEDCHAMBER, FOR A GIFT UNTO THE LORD. {16:20} SO THE PEOPLE CONTINUED FEASTING IN JERUSALEM BEFORE THE SANCTUARY FOR THE SPACE OF THREE MONTHS AND JUDITH REMAINED WITH THEM. {16:21} AFTER THIS TIME EVERY ONE RETURNED TO HIS OWN INHERITANCE, AND JUDITH WENT TO BETHULIA, AND REMAINED IN HER OWN POSSESSION, AND WAS IN HER TIME HONOURABLE IN ALL THE COUNTRY. {16:22} AND MANY DESIRED HER, BUT NONE KNEW HER ALL THE DAYS OF HER LIFE, AFTER THAT MANASSES HER HUSBAND WAS DEAD, AND WAS GATHERED TO HIS PEOPLE. {16:23} BUT SHE INCREASED MORE AND MORE IN HONOUR, AND WAXED OLD IN HER HUSBAND’S HOUSE, BEING A HUNDRED AND FIVE YEARS OLD, AND MADE HER MAID FREE; SO, SHE DIED IN BETHULIA: AND THEY BURIED HER IN THE CAVE OF HER HUSBAND MANASSES. {16:24} AND THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL LAMENTED HER SEVEN DAYS: AND BEFORE SHE DIED, SHE DID DISTRIBUTE HER GOODS TO ALL THEM THAT WERE NEAREST OF KINDRED TO MANASSES HER HUSBAND, AND TO THEM THAT WERE THE NEAREST OF HER KINDRED. {16:25} AND THERE WAS NONE THAT MADE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL ANY MORE AFRAID IN THE DAYS OF JUDITH, NOR A LONG TIME AFTER HER DEATH. 
THE BOOK OF ESTHER (GREEK)
   
{1:1} NOW IT CAME TO PASS IN THE DAYS OF AHASUERUS, (THIS [IS] AHASUERUS WHICH REIGNED, FROM INDIA EVEN UNTO ETHIOPIA, [OVER] AN HUNDRED AND SEVEN AND TWENTY PROVINCES:) {1:2} [THAT] IN THOSE DAYS, WHEN THE KING AHASUERUS SAT ON THE THRONE OF HIS KINGDOM, WHICH [WAS] IN SHUSHAN THE PALACE, {1:3} IN THE THIRD YEAR OF HIS REIGN, HE MADE A FEAST UNTO ALL HIS PRINCES AND HIS SERVANTS; THE POWER OF PERSIA AND MEDIA, THE NOBLES AND PRINCES OF THE PROVINCES, [BEING] BEFORE HIM: {1:4} WHEN HE SHEWED THE RICHES OF HIS GLORIOUS KINGDOM AND THE HONOUR OF HIS EXCELLENT MAJESTY MANY DAYS, [EVEN] AN HUNDRED AND FOURSCORE DAYS. {1:5} AND WHEN THESE DAYS WERE EXPIRED, THE KING MADE A FEAST UNTO ALL THE PEOPLE THAT WERE PRESENT IN SHUSHAN THE PALACE, BOTH UNTO GREAT AND SMALL, SEVEN DAYS, IN THE COURT OF THE GARDEN OF THE KING’S PALACE; {1:6} [WHERE WERE] WHITE, GREEN, AND BLUE, [HANGINGS,] FASTENED WITH CORDS OF FINE LINEN AND PURPLE TO SILVER RINGS AND PILLARS OF MARBLE: THE BEDS [WERE OF] GOLD AND SILVER, UPON A PAVEMENT OF RED, AND BLUE, AND WHITE, AND BLACK, MARBLE. {1:7} AND THEY GAVE [THEM] DRINK IN VESSELS OF GOLD, (THE VESSELS BEING DIVERSE ONE FROM ANOTHER,) AND ROYAL WINE IN ABUNDANCE, ACCORDING TO THE STATE OF THE KING. {1:8} AND THE DRINKING [WAS] ACCORDING TO THE LAW; NONE DID COMPEL: FOR SO THE KING HAD APPOINTED TO ALL THE OFFICERS OF HIS HOUSE, THAT THEY SHOULD DO ACCORDING TO EVERY MAN’S PLEASURE. {1:9} ALSO VASHTI THE QUEEN MADE A FEAST FOR THE WOMEN [IN] THE ROYAL HOUSE WHICH [BELONGED] TO KING AHASUERUS. {1:10} ON THE SEVENTH DAY, WHEN THE HEART OF THE KING WAS MERRY WITH WINE, HE COMMANDED MEHUMAN, BIZTHA, HARBONA, BIGTHA, AND ABAGTHA, ZETHAR, AND CARCAS, THE SEVEN CHAMBERLAINS THAT SERVED IN THE PRESENCE OF AHASUERUS THE KING, {1:11} TO BRING VASHTI THE QUEEN BEFORE THE KING WITH THE CROWN ROYAL, TO SHEW THE PEOPLE AND THE PRINCES HER BEAUTY: FOR SHE [WAS] FAIR TO LOOK ON. {1:12} BUT THE QUEEN VASHTI REFUSED TO COME AT THE KING’S COMMANDMENT BY [HIS] CHAMBERLAINS: THEREFORE, WAS THE KING VERY WROTH, AND HIS ANGER BURNED IN HIM. {1:13} THEN THE KING SAID TO THE WISE MEN, WHICH KNEW THE TIMES, (FOR SO [WAS] THE KING’S MANNER TOWARD ALL THAT KNEW LAW AND JUDGMENT: {1:14} AND THE NEXT UNTO HIM [WAS] CARSHENA, SHETHAR, ADMATHA, TARSHISH, MERES, MARSENA, [AND] MEMUCAN, THE SEVEN PRINCES OF PERSIA AND MEDIA, WHICH SAW THE KING’S FACE, [AND] WHICH SAT THE FIRST IN THE KINGDOM;) {1:15} WHAT SHALL WE DO UNTO THE QUEEN VASHTI ACCORDING TO LAW, BECAUSE SHE HATH NOT PERFORMED THE COMMANDMENT OF THE KING AHASUERUS BY THE CHAMBERLAINS? {1:16} AND MEMUCAN ANSWERED BEFORE THE KING AND THE PRINCES, VASHTI THE QUEEN HATH NOT DONE WRONG TO THE KING ONLY, BUT ALSO TO ALL THE PRINCES, AND TO ALL THE PEOPLE THAT [ARE] IN ALL THE PROVINCES OF THE KING AHASUERUS. {1:17} FOR [THIS] DEED OF THE QUEEN SHALL COME ABROAD UNTO ALL WOMEN, SO THAT THEY SHALL DESPISE THEIR HUSBANDS IN THEIR EYES, WHEN IT SHALL BE REPORTED, THE KING AHASUERUS COMMANDED VASHTI THE QUEEN TO BE BROUGHT IN BEFORE HIM, BUT SHE CAME NOT. {1:18} [LIKEWISE] SHALL THE LADIES OF PERSIA AND MEDIA SAY THIS DAY UNTO ALL THE KING’S PRINCES, WHICH HAVE HEARD OF THE DEED OF THE QUEEN. THUS [SHALL THERE ARISE] TOO MUCH CONTEMPT AND WRATH. {1:19} IF IT PLEASE THE KING, LET THERE GO A ROYAL COMMANDMENT FROM HIM, AND LET IT BE WRITTEN AMONG THE LAWS OF THE PERSIANS AND THE MEDES, THAT IT BE NOT ALTERED, THAT VASHTI COME NO MORE BEFORE KING AHASUERUS; AND LET THE KING GIVE HER ROYAL ESTATE UNTO ANOTHER THAT IS BETTER THAN SHE. {1:20} AND WHEN THE KING’S DECREE WHICH HE SHALL MAKE SHALL BE PUBLISHED THROUGHOUT ALL HIS EMPIRE, (FOR IT IS GREAT,) ALL THE WIVES SHALL GIVE TO THEIR HUSBANDS HONOUR, BOTH TO GREAT AND SMALL. {1:21} AND THE SAYING PLEASED THE KING AND THE PRINCES; AND THE KING DID ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF MEMUCAN: {1:22} FOR HE SENT LETTERS INTO ALL THE KING’S PROVINCES, INTO EVERY PROVINCE ACCORDING TO THE WRITING THEREOF, AND TO EVERY PEOPLE AFTER THEIR LANGUAGE, THAT EVERY MAN SHOULD BEAR RULE IN HIS OWN HOUSE, AND THAT [IT] SHOULD BE PUBLISHED ACCORDING TO THE LANGUAGE OF EVERY PEOPLE.
{2:1} AFTER THESE THINGS, WHEN THE WRATH OF KING AHASUERUS WAS APPEASED, HE REMEMBERED VASHTI, AND WHAT SHE HAD DONE, AND WHAT WAS DECREED AGAINST HER. {2:2} THEN SAID THE KING’S SERVANTS THAT MINISTERED UNTO HIM, LET THERE BE FAIR YOUNG VIRGINS SOUGHT FOR THE KING: {2:3} AND LET THE KING APPOINT OFFICERS IN ALL THE PROVINCES OF HIS KINGDOM, THAT THEY MAY GATHER TOGETHER ALL THE FAIR YOUNG VIRGINS UNTO SHUSHAN THE PALACE, TO THE HOUSE OF THE WOMEN UNTO THE CUSTODY OF HEGE THE KING’S CHAMBERLAIN, KEEPER OF THE WOMEN; AND LET THEIR THINGS FOR PURIFICATION BE GIVEN [THEM: ]{2:4} AND LET THE MAIDEN WHICH PLEASETH THE KING BE QUEEN INSTEAD OF VASHTI. AND THE THING PLEASED THE KING; AND HE DID SO. {2:5} [NOW] IN SHUSHAN THE PALACE THERE WAS A CERTAIN JEW, WHOSE NAME [WAS] MORDECAI, THE SON OF JAIR, THE SON OF SHIMEI, THE SON OF KISH, A BENJAMITE; {2:6} WHO HAD BEEN CARRIED AWAY FROM JERUSALEM WITH THE CAPTIVITY WHICH HAD BEEN CARRIED AWAY WITH JECONIAH KING OF JUDAH, WHOM NEBUCHADNEZZAR THE KING OF BABYLON HAD CARRIED AWAY. {2:7} AND HE BROUGHT UP HADASSAH, THAT [IS,] ESTHER, HIS UNCLE’S DAUGHTER: FOR SHE HAD NEITHER FATHER NOR MOTHER, AND THE MAID [WAS] FAIR AND BEAUTIFUL; WHOM MORDECAI, WHEN HER FATHER AND MOTHER WERE DEAD, TOOK FOR HIS OWN DAUGHTER. {2:8} SO IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE KING’S COMMANDMENT AND HIS DECREE WAS HEARD, AND WHEN MANY MAIDENS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER UNTO SHUSHAN THE PALACE, TO THE CUSTODY OF HEGAI, THAT ESTHER WAS BROUGHT ALSO UNTO THE KING’S HOUSE, TO THE CUSTODY OF HEGAI, KEEPER OF THE WOMEN. {2:9} AND THE MAIDEN PLEASED HIM, AND SHE OBTAINED KINDNESS OF HIM; AND HE SPEEDILY GAVE HER HER THINGS FOR PURIFICATION, WITH SUCH THINGS AS BELONGED TO HER, AND SEVEN MAIDENS, [WHICH WERE] MEET TO BE GIVEN HER, OUT OF THE KING’S HOUSE: AND HE PREFERRED HER AND HER MAIDS UNTO THE BEST [PLACE] OF THE HOUSE OF THE WOMEN. {2:10} ESTHER HAD NOT SHEWED HER PEOPLE NOR HER KINDRED: FOR MORDECAI HAD CHARGED HER THAT SHE SHOULD NOT SHEW [IT. ]{2:11} AND MORDECAI WALKED EVERY DAY BEFORE THE COURT OF THE WOMEN’S HOUSE, TO KNOW HOW ESTHER DID, AND WHAT SHOULD BECOME OF HER. {2:12} NOW WHEN EVERY MAID’S TURN WAS COME TO GO IN TO KING AHASUERUS, AFTER THAT SHE HAD BEEN TWELVE MONTHS, ACCORDING TO THE MANNER OF THE WOMEN, (FOR SO WERE THE DAYS OF THEIR PURIFICATIONS ACCOMPLISHED, [TO WIT,] SIX MONTHS WITH OIL OF MYRRH, AND SIX MONTHS WITH SWEET ODOURS, AND WITH [OTHER] THINGS FOR THE PURIFYING OF THE WOMEN;) {2:13} THEN THUS CAME [EVERY] MAIDEN UNTO THE KING; WHATSOEVER SHE DESIRED WAS GIVEN HER TO GO WITH HER OUT OF THE HOUSE OF THE WOMEN UNTO THE KING’S HOUSE. {2:14} IN THE EVENING SHE WENT, AND ON THE MORROW, SHE RETURNED INTO THE SECOND HOUSE OF THE WOMEN, TO THE CUSTODY OF SHAASHGAZ, THE KING’S CHAMBERLAIN, WHICH KEPT THE CONCUBINES: SHE CAME IN UNTO THE KING NO MORE, EXCEPT THE KING DELIGHTED IN HER, AND THAT SHE, WERE CALLED BY NAME. {2:15} NOW WHEN THE TURN OF ESTHER, THE DAUGHTER OF ABIHAIL THE UNCLE OF MORDECAI, WHO HAD TAKEN HER FOR HIS DAUGHTER, WAS COME TO GO IN UNTO THE KING, SHE REQUIRED NOTHING BUT WHAT HEGAI THE KING’S CHAMBERLAIN, THE KEEPER OF THE WOMEN, APPOINTED. AND ESTHER OBTAINED FAVOUR IN THE SIGHT OF ALL THEM THAT LOOKED UPON HER. {2:16} SO ESTHER WAS TAKEN UNTO KING AHASUERUS INTO HIS HOUSE ROYAL IN THE TENTH MONTH, WHICH [IS] THE MONTH TEBETH, IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN. {2:17} AND THE KING LOVED ESTHER ABOVE ALL THE WOMEN, AND SHE OBTAINED GRACE AND FAVOUR IN HIS SIGHT MORE THAN ALL THE VIRGINS; SO THAT HE SET THE ROYAL CROWN UPON HER HEAD, AND MADE HER QUEEN INSTEAD OF VASHTI. {2:18} THEN THE KING MADE A GREAT FEAST UNTO ALL HIS PRINCES AND HIS SERVANTS, [EVEN] ESTHER’S FEAST; AND HE MADE A RELEASE TO THE PROVINCES, AND GAVE GIFTS, ACCORDING TO THE STATE OF THE KING. {2:19} AND WHEN THE VIRGINS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER THE SECOND TIME, THEN MORDECAI SAT IN THE KING’S GATE. {2:20} ESTHER HAD NOT [YET] SHEWED HER KINDRED NOR HER PEOPLE; AS MORDECAI HAD CHARGED HER: FOR ESTHER DID THE COMMANDMENT OF MORDECAI, LIKE AS WHEN SHE WAS BROUGHT UP WITH HIM. {2:21} IN THOSE DAYS, WHILE MORDECAI SAT IN THE KING’S GATE, TWO OF THE KING’S CHAMBERLAINS, BIGTHAN AND TERESH, OF THOSE WHICH KEPT THE DOOR, WERE WROTH, AND SOUGHT TO LAY HAND ON THE KING AHASUERUS. {2:22} AND THE THING WAS KNOWN TO MORDECAI, WHO TOLD IT UNTO ESTHER THE QUEEN; AND ESTHER CERTIFIED THE KING [THEREOF] IN MORDECAI’S NAME. {2:23} AND WHEN INQUISITION WAS MADE OF THE MATTER, IT WAS FOUND OUT; THEREFORE, THEY WERE BOTH HANGED ON A TREE: AND IT WAS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE CHRONICLES BEFORE THE KING.
{3:1} AFTER THESE THINGS DID KING AHASUERUS PROMOTE HAMAN THE SON OF HAMMEDATHA THE AGAGITE, AND ADVANCED HIM, AND SET HIS SEAT ABOVE ALL THE PRINCES THAT [WERE] WITH HIM. {3:2} AND ALL THE KING’S SERVANTS, THAT [WERE] IN THE KING’S GATE, BOWED, AND REVERENCED HAMAN: FOR THE KING HAD SO COMMANDED CONCERNING HIM. BUT MORDECAI BOWED NOT, NOR DID [HIM] REVERENCE. {3:3} THEN THE KING’S SERVANTS, WHICH [WERE] IN THE KING’S GATE, SAID UNTO MORDECAI, WHY TRANSGRESSEST THOU THE KING’S COMMANDMENT? {3:4} NOW IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THEY SPAKE DAILY UNTO HIM, AND HE HEARKENED NOT UNTO THEM, THAT THEY TOLD HAMAN, TO SEE WHETHER MORDECAI’S MATTERS WOULD STAND: FOR HE HAD TOLD THEM THAT HE [WAS] A JEW. {3:5} AND WHEN HAMAN SAW THAT MORDECAI BOWED NOT, NOR DID HIM REVERENCE, THEN WAS HAMAN FULL OF WRATH. {3:6} AND HE THOUGHT SCORN TO LAY HANDS ON MORDECAI ALONE; FOR THEY HAD SHEWED HIM THE PEOPLE OF MORDECAI: WHEREFORE HAMAN SOUGHT TO DESTROY ALL THE JEWS THAT [WERE] THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE KINGDOM OF AHASUERUS, [EVEN] THE PEOPLE OF MORDECAI. {3:7} IN THE FIRST MONTH, THAT [IS,] THE MONTH NISAN, IN THE TWELFTH YEAR OF KING AHASUERUS, THEY CAST PUR, THAT [IS,] THE LOT, BEFORE HAMAN FROM DAY TO DAY, AND FROM MONTH TO MONTH, [TO] THE TWELFTH [MONTH,] THAT [IS,] THE MONTH ADAR. {3:8} AND HAMAN SAID UNTO KING AHASUERUS, THERE IS A CERTAIN PEOPLE SCATTERED ABROAD AND DISPERSED AMONG THE PEOPLE IN ALL THE PROVINCES OF THY KINGDOM; AND THEIR LAWS [ARE] DIVERSE FROM ALL PEOPLE; NEITHER KEEP THEY THE KING’S LAWS: THEREFORE IT [IS] NOT FOR THE KING’S PROFIT TO SUFFER THEM. {3:9} IF IT PLEASE THE KING, LET IT BE WRITTEN THAT THEY MAY BE DESTROYED: AND I WILL PAY TEN THOUSAND TALENTS OF SILVER TO THE HANDS OF THOSE THAT HAVE THE CHARGE OF THE BUSINESS, TO BRING [IT] INTO THE KING’S TREASURIES. {3:10} AND THE KING TOOK HIS RING FROM HIS HAND, AND GAVE IT UNTO HAMAN THE SON OF HAMMEDATHA THE AGAGITE, THE JEWS’ ENEMY. {3:11} AND THE KING SAID UNTO HAMAN, THE SILVER [IS] GIVEN TO THEE, THE PEOPLE ALSO, TO DO WITH THEM AS IT SEEMETH GOOD TO THEE. {3:12} THEN WERE THE KING’S SCRIBES CALLED ON THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH, AND THERE WAS WRITTEN ACCORDING TO ALL THAT HAMAN HAD COMMANDED UNTO THE KING’S LIEUTENANTS, AND TO THE GOVERNORS THAT [WERE] OVER EVERY PROVINCE, AND TO THE RULERS OF EVERY PEOPLE OF EVERY PROVINCE ACCORDING TO THE WRITING THEREOF, AND [TO] EVERY PEOPLE AFTER THEIR LANGUAGE; IN THE NAME OF KING AHASUERUS WAS IT WRITTEN, AND SEALED WITH THE KING’S RING. {3:13} AND THE LETTERS WERE SENT BY POSTS INTO ALL THE KING’S PROVINCES, TO DESTROY, TO KILL, AND TO CAUSE TO PERISH, ALL JEWS, BOTH YOUNG AND OLD, LITTLE CHILDREN AND WOMEN, IN ONE DAY, [EVEN] UPON THE THIRTEENTH [DAY] OF THE TWELFTH MONTH, WHICH [IS] THE MONTH ADAR, AND [TO TAKE] THE SPOIL OF THEM FOR A PREY. {3:14} THE COPY OF THE WRITING FOR A COMMANDMENT TO BE GIVEN IN EVERY PROVINCE WAS PUBLISHED UNTO ALL PEOPLE, THAT THEY SHOULD BE READY AGAINST THAT DAY. {3:15} THE POSTS WENT OUT, BEING HASTENED BY THE KING’S COMMANDMENT, AND THE DECREE WAS GIVEN IN SHUSHAN THE PALACE. AND THE KING AND HAMAN SAT DOWN TO DRINK; BUT THE CITY SHUSHAN WAS PERPLEXED.
{4:1} WHEN MORDECAI PERCEIVED ALL THAT WAS DONE, MORDECAI RENT HIS CLOTHES, AND PUT ON SACKCLOTH WITH ASHES, AND WENT OUT INTO THE MIDST OF THE CITY, AND CRIED WITH A LOUD AND A BITTER CRY; {4:2} AND CAME EVEN BEFORE THE KING’S GATE: FOR NONE [MIGHT] ENTER INTO THE KING’S GATE CLOTHED WITH SACKCLOTH. {4:3} AND IN EVERY PROVINCE, WHITHERSOEVER THE KING’S COMMANDMENT AND HIS DECREE CAME, [THERE WAS] GREAT MOURNING AMONG THE JEWS, AND FASTING, AND WEEPING, AND WAILING; AND MANY LAY IN SACKCLOTH AND ASHES. {4:4} SO ESTHER’S MAIDS AND HER CHAMBERLAINS CAME AND TOLD [IT] HER. THEN WAS THE QUEEN EXCEEDINGLY GRIEVED; AND SHE SENT RAIMENT TO CLOTHE MORDECAI, AND TO TAKE AWAY HIS SACKCLOTH FROM HIM: BUT HE RECEIVED [IT] NOT. {4:5} THEN CALLED ESTHER FOR HATACH, [ONE] OF THE KING’S CHAMBERLAINS, WHOM HE HAD APPOINTED TO ATTEND UPON HER, AND GAVE HIM A COMMANDMENT TO MORDECAI, TO KNOW WHAT IT [WAS,] AND WHY IT [WAS.] {4:6} SO HATACH WENT FORTH TO MORDECAI UNTO THE STREET OF THE CITY, WHICH [WAS] BEFORE THE KING’S GATE. {4:7} AND MORDECAI TOLD HIM OF ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED UNTO HIM, AND OF THE SUM OF THE MONEY THAT HAMAN HAD PROMISED TO PAY TO THE KING’S TREASURIES FOR THE JEWS, TO DESTROY THEM. {4:8} ALSO HE GAVE HIM THE COPY OF THE WRITING OF THE DECREE THAT WAS GIVEN AT SHUSHAN TO DESTROY THEM, TO SHEW [IT] UNTO ESTHER, AND TO DECLARE [IT] UNTO HER, AND TO CHARGE HER THAT SHE SHOULD GO IN UNTO THE KING, TO MAKE SUPPLICATION UNTO HIM, AND TO MAKE REQUEST BEFORE HIM FOR HER PEOPLE. {4:9} AND HATACH CAME AND TOLD ESTHER THE WORDS OF MORDECAI. {4:10} AGAIN ESTHER SPAKE UNTO HATACH, AND GAVE HIM COMMANDMENT UNTO MORDECAI; {4:11} ALL THE KING’S SERVANTS, AND THE PEOPLE OF THE KING’S PROVINCES, DO KNOW, THAT WHOSOEVER, WHETHER MAN OR WOMAN, SHALL COME UNTO THE KING INTO THE INNER COURT, WHO IS NOT CALLED, [THERE IS] ONE LAW OF HIS TO PUT [HIM] TO DEATH, EXCEPT SUCH TO WHOM THE KING SHALL HOLD OUT THE GOLDEN SCEPTRE, THAT HE MAY LIVE: BUT I HAVE NOT BEEN CALLED TO COME IN UNTO THE KING THESE THIRTY DAYS. {4:12} AND THEY TOLD TO MORDECAI ESTHER’S WORDS. {4:13} THEN MORDECAI COMMANDED TO ANSWER ESTHER, THINK NOT WITH THYSELF THAT THOU SHALT ESCAPE IN THE KING’S HOUSE, MORE THAN ALL THE JEWS. {4:14} FOR IF THOU ALTOGETHER HOLDEST THY PEACE AT THIS TIME, [THEN] SHALL THERE, ENLARGEMENT AND DELIVERANCE ARISE TO THE JEWS FROM ANOTHER PLACE; BUT THOU AND THY FATHER’S HOUSE SHALL BE DESTROYED: AND WHO KNOWETH WHETHER THOU ART COME TO THE KINGDOM FOR [SUCH] A TIME AS THIS? {4:15} THEN ESTHER BADE [THEM] RETURN MORDECAI [THIS ANSWER,] {4:16} GO, GATHER TOGETHER ALL THE JEWS THAT ARE PRESENT IN SHUSHAN, AND FAST YE FOR ME, AND NEITHER EAT NOR DRINK THREE DAYS, NIGHT OR DAY: I ALSO AND MY MAIDENS WILL FAST LIKEWISE; AND SO, WILL I GO IN UNTO THE KING, WHICH [IS] NOT ACCORDING TO THE LAW: AND IF I PERISH, I PERISH. {4:17} SO MORDECAI WENT HIS WAY, AND DID ACCORDING TO ALL THAT ESTHER HAD COMMANDED HIM.
{5:1} NOW IT CAME TO PASS ON THE THIRD DAY, THAT ESTHER PUT ON [HER] ROYAL [APPAREL,] AND STOOD IN THE INNER COURT OF THE KING’S HOUSE, OVER AGAINST THE KING’S HOUSE: AND THE KING SAT UPON HIS ROYAL THRONE IN THE ROYAL HOUSE, OVER AGAINST THE GATE OF THE HOUSE. {5:2} AND IT WAS SO, WHEN THE KING SAW ESTHER THE QUEEN STANDING IN THE COURT, [THAT] SHE OBTAINED FAVOUR IN HIS SIGHT: AND THE KING HELD OUT TO ESTHER THE GOLDEN SCEPTRE THAT [WAS] IN HIS HAND. SO, ESTHER DREW NEAR, AND TOUCHED THE TOP OF THE SCEPTRE. {5:3} THEN SAID THE KING UNTO HER, WHAT WILT THOU, QUEEN ESTHER? AND WHAT [IS] THY REQUEST? IT SHALL BE EVEN GIVEN THEE TO THE HALF OF THE KINGDOM. {5:4} AND ESTHER ANSWERED, IF [IT, SEEM] GOOD UNTO THE KING, LET THE KING AND HAMAN COME THIS DAY UNTO THE BANQUET THAT I HAVE PREPARED FOR HIM. {5:5} THEN THE KING SAID, CAUSE HAMAN TO MAKE HASTE, THAT HE MAY DO AS ESTHER HATH SAID. SO, THE KING AND HAMAN CAME TO THE BANQUET THAT ESTHER HAD PREPARED. {5:6} AND THE KING SAID UNTO ESTHER AT THE BANQUET OF WINE, WHAT [IS] THY PETITION? AND IT SHALL BE GRANTED THEE: AND WHAT [IS] THY REQUEST? EVEN TO THE HALF OF THE KINGDOM IT SHALL BE PERFORMED. {5:7} THEN ANSWERED ESTHER, AND SAID, MY PETITION AND MY REQUEST [IS; ]{5:8} IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOUR IN THE SIGHT OF THE KING, AND IF IT PLEASE THE KING TO GRANT MY PETITION, AND TO PERFORM MY REQUEST, LET THE KING AND HAMAN COME TO THE BANQUET THAT I SHALL PREPARE FOR THEM, AND I WILL DO TO MORROW AS THE KING HATH SAID. {5:9} THEN WENT HAMAN FORTH THAT DAY JOYFUL AND WITH A GLAD HEART: BUT WHEN HAMAN SAW MORDECAI IN THE KING’S GATE, THAT HE STOOD NOT UP, NOR MOVED FOR HIM, HE WAS FULL OF INDIGNATION AGAINST MORDECAI. {5:10} NEVERTHELESS HAMAN REFRAINED HIMSELF: AND WHEN HE CAME HOME, HE SENT AND CALLED FOR HIS FRIENDS, AND ZERESH HIS WIFE. {5:11} AND HAMAN TOLD THEM OF THE GLORY OF HIS RICHES, AND THE MULTITUDE OF HIS CHILDREN, AND ALL [THE THINGS] WHEREIN THE KING HAD PROMOTED HIM, AND HOW HE HAD ADVANCED HIM ABOVE THE PRINCES AND SERVANTS OF THE KING. {5:12} HAMAN SAID MOREOVER, YEA, ESTHER THE QUEEN DID LET NO MAN COME IN WITH THE KING UNTO THE BANQUET THAT SHE HAD PREPARED BUT MYSELF; AND TO MORROW AM I INVITED UNTO HER ALSO WITH THE KING. {5:13} YET ALL THIS AVAILETH ME NOTHING, SO LONG AS I SEE MORDECAI THE JEW SITTING AT THE KING’S GATE. {5:14} THEN SAID ZERESH HIS WIFE AND ALL HIS FRIENDS UNTO HIM, LET A, GALLOWS BE MADE OF FIFTY CUBITS HIGH, AND TO MORROW SPEAK THOU UNTO THE KING THAT MORDECAI MAY BE HANGED THEREON: THEN GO THOU IN MERRILY WITH THE KING UNTO THE BANQUET. AND THE THING PLEASED HAMAN; AND HE CAUSED THE GALLOWS TO BE MADE.
{6:1} ON THAT NIGHT COULD NOT THE KING SLEEP, AND HE COMMANDED TO BRING THE BOOK OF RECORDS OF THE CHRONICLES; AND THEY WERE READ BEFORE THE KING. {6:2} AND IT WAS FOUND WRITTEN, THAT MORDECAI HAD TOLD OF BIGTHANA AND TERESH, TWO OF THE KING’S CHAMBERLAINS, THE KEEPERS OF THE DOOR, WHO SOUGHT TO LAY HAND ON THE KING AHASUERUS. {6:3} AND THE KING SAID, WHAT HONOUR AND DIGNITY HATH BEEN DONE TO MORDECAI FOR THIS? THEN SAID THE KING’S SERVANTS THAT MINISTERED UNTO HIM, THERE IS NOTHING DONE FOR HIM. {6:4} AND THE KING SAID, WHO [IS] IN THE COURT? NOW HAMAN WAS COME INTO THE OUTWARD COURT OF THE KING’S HOUSE, TO SPEAK UNTO THE KING TO HANG MORDECAI ON THE GALLOWS THAT HE HAD PREPARED FOR HIM. {6:5} AND THE KING’S SERVANTS SAID UNTO HIM, BEHOLD, HAMAN STANDETH IN THE COURT. AND THE KING SAID, LET HIM COME IN. {6:6} SO HAMAN CAME IN. AND THE KING SAID UNTO HIM, WHAT SHALL BE DONE UNTO THE MAN WHOM THE KING DELIGHTETH TO HONOUR? NOW HAMAN THOUGHT IN HIS HEART, TO WHOM WOULD THE KING DELIGHT TO DO HONOUR MORE THAN TO MYSELF? {6:7} AND HAMAN ANSWERED THE KING, FOR THE MAN WHOM THE KING DELIGHTETH TO HONOUR, {6:8} LET THE ROYAL APPAREL BE BROUGHT WHICH THE KING [USETH] TO WEAR, AND THE HORSE THAT THE KING RIDETH UPON, AND THE CROWN ROYAL WHICH IS SET UPON HIS HEAD: {6:9} AND LET THIS APPAREL AND HORSE BE DELIVERED TO THE HAND OF ONE OF THE KING’S MOST NOBLE PRINCES, THAT THEY MAY ARRAY THE MAN [WITHAL] WHOM THE KING DELIGHTETH TO HONOUR, AND BRING HIM ON HORSEBACK THROUGH THE STREET OF THE CITY, AND PROCLAIM BEFORE HIM, THUS SHALL IT BE DONE TO THE MAN WHOM THE KING DELIGHTETH TO HONOUR. {6:10} THEN THE KING SAID TO HAMAN, MAKE HASTE, [AND] TAKE THE APPAREL AND THE HORSE, AS THOU HAST SAID, AND DO EVEN SO TO MORDECAI THE JEW, THAT SITTETH AT THE KING’S GATE: LET NOTHING FAIL OF ALL THAT THOU HAST SPOKEN. {6:11} THEN TOOK HAMAN THE APPAREL AND THE HORSE, AND ARRAYED MORDECAI, AND BROUGHT HIM ON HORSEBACK THROUGH THE STREET OF THE CITY, AND PROCLAIMED BEFORE HIM, THUS SHALL IT BE DONE UNTO THE MAN WHOM THE KING DELIGHTETH TO HONOUR. {6:12} AND MORDECAI CAME AGAIN TO THE KING’S GATE. BUT HAMAN HASTED TO HIS HOUSE MOURNING, AND HAVING HIS HEAD COVERED. {6:13} AND HAMAN TOLD ZERESH HIS WIFE AND ALL HIS FRIENDS EVERY [THING] THAT HAD BEFALLEN HIM. THEN SAID HIS WISE MEN AND ZERESH HIS WIFE UNTO HIM, IF MORDECAI [BE] OF THE SEED OF THE JEWS, BEFORE WHOM THOU HAST BEGUN TO FALL, THOU SHALT NOT PREVAIL AGAINST HIM, BUT SHALT SURELY FALL BEFORE HIM. {6:14} AND WHILE THEY [WERE] YET TALKING WITH HIM, CAME THE KING’S CHAMBERLAINS, AND HASTED TO BRING HAMAN UNTO THE BANQUET THAT ESTHER HAD PREPARED.
{7:1} SO THE KING AND HAMAN CAME TO BANQUET WITH ESTHER THE QUEEN. {7:2} AND THE KING SAID AGAIN UNTO ESTHER ON THE SECOND DAY AT THE BANQUET OF WINE, WHAT [IS] THY PETITION, QUEEN ESTHER? AND IT SHALL BE GRANTED THEE: AND WHAT [IS] THY REQUEST? AND IT SHALL BE PERFORMED, [EVEN] TO THE HALF OF THE KINGDOM. {7:3} THEN ESTHER THE QUEEN ANSWERED AND SAID, IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOUR IN THY SIGHT, O KING, AND IF IT PLEASE THE KING, LET MY LIFE BE GIVEN ME AT MY PETITION, AND MY PEOPLE AT MY REQUEST: {7:4} FOR WE ARE SOLD, I AND MY PEOPLE, TO BE DESTROYED, TO BE SLAIN, AND TO PERISH. BUT IF WE HAD BEEN SOLD FOR BONDMEN AND BONDWOMEN, I HAD HELD MY TONGUE, ALTHOUGH THE ENEMY COULD NOT COUNTERVAIL THE KING’S DAMAGE. {7:5} THEN THE KING AHASUERUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ESTHER THE QUEEN, WHO IS HE, AND WHERE IS HE, THAT DURST PRESUME IN HIS HEART TO DO SO? {7:6} AND ESTHER SAID, THE ADVERSARY AND ENEMY [IS] THIS WICKED HAMAN. THEN HAMAN WAS AFRAID BEFORE THE KING AND THE QUEEN. {7:7} AND THE KING ARISING FROM THE BANQUET OF WINE IN HIS WRATH [WENT] INTO THE PALACE GARDEN: AND HAMAN STOOD UP TO MAKE REQUEST FOR HIS LIFE TO ESTHER THE QUEEN; FOR HE SAW THAT THERE WAS EVIL DETERMINED AGAINST HIM BY THE KING. {7:8} THEN THE KING RETURNED OUT OF THE PALACE GARDEN INTO THE PLACE OF THE BANQUET OF WINE; AND HAMAN WAS FALLEN UPON THE BED WHEREON ESTHER [WAS.] THEN SAID THE KING, WILL HE FORCE THE QUEEN ALSO BEFORE ME IN THE HOUSE? AS THE WORD WENT OUT OF THE KING’S MOUTH, THEY COVERED HAMAN’S FACE. {7:9} AND HARBONAH, ONE OF THE CHAMBERLAINS, SAID BEFORE THE KING, BEHOLD ALSO, THE GALLOWS FIFTY CUBITS HIGH, WHICH HAMAN HAD MADE FOR MORDECAI, WHO HAD SPOKEN GOOD FOR THE KING, STANDETH IN THE HOUSE OF HAMAN. THEN THE KING SAID, HANG HIM THEREON. {7:10} SO THEY HANGED HAMAN ON THE GALLOWS THAT HE HAD PREPARED FOR MORDECAI. THEN WAS THE KING’S WRATH PACIFIED.
{8:1} ON THAT DAY DID THE KING AHASUERUS GIVE THE HOUSE OF HAMAN THE JEWS’ ENEMY UNTO ESTHER THE QUEEN. AND MORDECAI CAME BEFORE THE KING; FOR ESTHER HAD TOLD WHAT HE [WAS] UNTO HER. {8:2} AND THE KING TOOK OFF HIS RING, WHICH HE HAD TAKEN FROM HAMAN, AND GAVE IT UNTO MORDECAI. AND ESTHER SET MORDECAI OVER THE HOUSE OF HAMAN. {8:3} AND ESTHER SPAKE YET AGAIN BEFORE THE KING, AND FELL DOWN AT HIS FEET, AND BESOUGHT HIM WITH TEARS TO PUT AWAY THE MISCHIEF OF HAMAN THE AGAGITE, AND HIS DEVICE THAT HE HAD DEVISED AGAINST THE JEWS. {8:4} THEN THE KING HELD OUT THE GOLDEN SCEPTRE TOWARD ESTHER. SO ESTHER AROSE, AND STOOD BEFORE THE KING, {8:5} AND SAID, IF IT PLEASE THE KING, AND IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOUR IN HIS SIGHT, AND THE THING [SEEM] RIGHT BEFORE THE KING, AND I [BE] PLEASING IN HIS EYES, LET IT BE WRITTEN TO REVERSE THE LETTERS DEVISED BY HAMAN THE SON OF HAMMEDATHA THE AGAGITE, WHICH HE WROTE TO DESTROY THE JEWS WHICH [ARE] IN ALL THE KING’S PROVINCES: {8:6} FOR HOW CAN I ENDURE TO SEE THE EVIL THAT SHALL COME UNTO MY PEOPLE? OR HOW CAN I ENDURE TO SEE THE DESTRUCTION OF MY KINDRED? {8:7} THEN THE KING AHASUERUS SAID UNTO ESTHER THE QUEEN AND TO MORDECAI THE JEW, BEHOLD, I HAVE GIVEN ESTHER THE HOUSE OF HAMAN, AND HIM THEY HAVE HANGED UPON THE GALLOWS, BECAUSE HE LAID HIS HAND UPON THE JEWS. {8:8} WRITE YE ALSO FOR THE JEWS, AS IT LIKETH YOU, IN THE KING’S NAME, AND SEAL [IT] WITH THE KING’S RING: FOR THE WRITING WHICH IS WRITTEN IN THE KING’S NAME, AND SEALED WITH THE KING’S RING, MAY NO MAN REVERSE. {8:9} THEN WERE THE KING’S SCRIBES CALLED AT THAT TIME IN THE THIRD MONTH, THAT [IS,] THE MONTH SIVAN, ON THE THREE AND TWENTIETH [DAY] THEREOF; AND IT WAS WRITTEN ACCORDING TO ALL THAT MORDECAI COMMANDED UNTO THE JEWS, AND TO THE LIEUTENANTS, AND THE DEPUTIES AND RULERS OF THE PROVINCES WHICH [ARE] FROM INDIA UNTO ETHIOPIA, AN HUNDRED TWENTY AND SEVEN PROVINCES, UNTO EVERY PROVINCE ACCORDING TO THE WRITING THEREOF, AND UNTO EVERY PEOPLE AFTER THEIR LANGUAGE, AND TO THE JEWS ACCORDING TO THEIR WRITING, AND ACCORDING TO THEIR LANGUAGE. {8:10} AND HE WROTE IN THE KING AHASUERUS’ NAME, AND SEALED IT WITH THE KING’S RING, AND SENT LETTERS BY POSTS ON HORSEBACK, [AND] RIDERS ON MULES, CAMELS, [AND] YOUNG DROMEDARIES: {8:11} WHEREIN THE KING GRANTED THE JEWS WHICH [WERE] IN EVERY CITY TO GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND TO STAND FOR THEIR LIFE, TO DESTROY, TO SLAY, AND TO CAUSE TO PERISH, ALL THE POWER OF THE PEOPLE AND PROVINCE THAT WOULD ASSAULT THEM, [BOTH] LITTLE ONES AND WOMEN, AND [TO TAKE] THE SPOIL OF THEM FOR A PREY, {8:12} UPON ONE DAY IN ALL THE PROVINCES OF KING AHASUERUS, [NAMELY,] UPON THE THIRTEENTH [DAY] OF THE TWELFTH MONTH, WHICH [IS] THE MONTH ADAR. {8:13} THE COPY OF THE WRITING FOR A COMMANDMENT TO BE GIVEN IN EVERY PROVINCE [WAS] PUBLISHED UNTO ALL PEOPLE, AND THAT THE JEWS SHOULD BE READY AGAINST THAT DAY TO AVENGE THEMSELVES ON THEIR ENEMIES. {8:14} [SO] THE POSTS THAT RODE UPON MULES [AND] CAMELS WENT OUT, BEING HASTENED AND PRESSED ON BY THE KING’S COMMANDMENT. AND THE DECREE WAS GIVEN AT SHUSHAN THE PALACE. {8:15} AND MORDECAI WENT OUT FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE KING IN ROYAL APPAREL OF BLUE AND WHITE, AND WITH A GREAT CROWN OF GOLD, AND WITH A GARMENT OF FINE LINEN AND PURPLE: AND THE CITY OF SHUSHAN REJOICED AND WAS GLAD. {8:16} THE JEWS HAD LIGHT, AND GLADNESS, AND JOY, AND HONOUR. {8:17} AND IN EVERY PROVINCE, AND IN EVERY CITY, WHITHERSOEVER THE KING’S COMMANDMENT AND HIS DECREE CAME, THE JEWS HAD JOY AND GLADNESS, A FEAST AND A GOOD DAY. AND MANY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND BECAME JEWS; FOR THE FEAR OF THE JEWS FELL UPON THEM.
{9:1} NOW IN THE TWELFTH MONTH, THAT [IS,] THE MONTH ADAR, ON THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF THE SAME, WHEN THE KING’S COMMANDMENT AND HIS DECREE DREW NEAR TO BE PUT IN EXECUTION, IN THE DAY THAT THE ENEMIES OF THE JEWS HOPED TO HAVE POWER OVER THEM, (THOUGH IT WAS TURNED TO THE CONTRARY, THAT THE JEWS HAD RULE OVER THEM THAT HATED THEM;) {9:2} THE JEWS GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER IN THEIR CITIES THROUGHOUT ALL THE PROVINCES OF THE KING AHASUERUS, TO LAY HAND ON SUCH AS SOUGHT THEIR HURT: AND NO MAN COULD WITHSTAND THEM; FOR THE FEAR OF THEM FELL UPON ALL PEOPLE. {9:3} AND ALL THE RULERS OF THE PROVINCES, AND THE LIEUTENANTS, AND THE DEPUTIES, AND OFFICERS OF THE KING, HELPED THE JEWS; BECAUSE THE FEAR OF MORDECAI FELL UPON THEM. {9:4} FOR MORDECAI [WAS] GREAT IN THE KING’S HOUSE, AND HIS FAME WENT OUT THROUGHOUT ALL THE PROVINCES: FOR THIS MAN MORDECAI WAXED GREATER AND GREATER. {9:5} THUS THE JEWS SMOTE ALL THEIR ENEMIES WITH THE STROKE OF THE SWORD, AND SLAUGHTER, AND DESTRUCTION, AND DID WHAT THEY WOULD UNTO THOSE THAT HATED THEM. {9:6} AND IN SHUSHAN THE PALACE THE JEWS SLEW AND DESTROYED FIVE HUNDRED MEN. {9:7} AND PARSHANDATHA, AND DALPHON, AND ASPATHA, {9:8} AND PORATHA, AND ADALIA, AND ARIDATHA, {9:9} AND PARMASHTA, AND ARISAI, AND ARIDAI, AND VAJEZATHA, {9:10} THE TEN SONS OF HAMAN THE SON OF HAMMEDATHA, THE ENEMY OF THE JEWS, SLEW THEY; BUT ON THE SPOIL LAID THEY NOT THEIR HAND. {9:11} ON THAT DAY THE NUMBER OF THOSE THAT WERE SLAIN IN SHUSHAN THE PALACE WAS BROUGHT BEFORE THE KING. {9:12} AND THE KING SAID UNTO ESTHER THE QUEEN, THE JEWS HAVE SLAIN AND DESTROYED FIVE HUNDRED MEN IN SHUSHAN THE PALACE, AND THE TEN SONS OF HAMAN; WHAT HAVE THEY DONE IN THE REST OF THE KING’S PROVINCES? NOW WHAT [IS] THY PETITION? AND IT SHALL BE GRANTED THEE: OR WHAT [IS] THY REQUEST FURTHER? AND IT SHALL BE DONE. {9:13} THEN SAID ESTHER, IF IT PLEASE THE KING, LET IT BE GRANTED TO THE JEWS WHICH [ARE] IN SHUSHAN TO DO TO MORROW ALSO ACCORDING UNTO THIS DAY’S DECREE, AND LET HAMAN’S TEN SONS BE HANGED UPON THE GALLOWS. {9:14} AND THE KING COMMANDED IT SO TO BE DONE: AND THE DECREE WAS GIVEN AT SHUSHAN; AND THEY HANGED HAMAN’S TEN SONS. {9:15} FOR THE JEWS THAT [WERE] IN SHUSHAN GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY ALSO OF THE MONTH ADAR, AND SLEW THREE HUNDRED MEN AT SHUSHAN; BUT ON THE PREY THEY LAID NOT THEIR HAND. {9:16} BUT THE OTHER JEWS THAT [WERE] IN THE KING’S PROVINCES GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND STOOD FOR THEIR LIVES, AND HAD REST FROM THEIR ENEMIES, AND SLEW OF THEIR FOES SEVENTY AND FIVE THOUSAND, BUT THEY LAID NOT THEIR HANDS ON THE PREY, {9:17} ON THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH ADAR; AND ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE SAME RESTED THEY, AND MADE IT A DAY OF FEASTING AND GLADNESS. {9:18} BUT THE JEWS THAT [WERE] AT SHUSHAN ASSEMBLED TOGETHER ON THE THIRTEENTH [DAY] THEREOF; AND ON THE FOURTEENTH THEREOF; AND ON THE FIFTEENTH [DAY] OF THE SAME THEY RESTED, AND MADE IT A DAY OF FEASTING AND GLADNESS. {9:19} THEREFORE THE JEWS OF THE VILLAGES, THAT DWELT IN THE UNWALLED TOWNS, MADE THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH ADAR [A DAY OF] GLADNESS AND FEASTING, AND A GOOD DAY, AND OF SENDING PORTIONS ONE TO ANOTHER. {9:20} AND MORDECAI WROTE THESE THINGS, AND SENT LETTERS UNTO ALL THE JEWS THAT [WERE] IN ALL THE PROVINCES OF THE KING AHASUERUS, [BOTH] NIGH AND FAR, {9:21} TO STABLISH [THIS] AMONG THEM, THAT THEY SHOULD KEEP THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH ADAR, AND THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF THE SAME, YEARLY, {9:22} AS THE DAYS WHEREIN THE JEWS RESTED FROM THEIR ENEMIES, AND THE MONTH WHICH WAS TURNED UNTO THEM FROM SORROW TO JOY, AND FROM MOURNING INTO A GOOD DAY: THAT THEY SHOULD MAKE THEM DAYS OF FEASTING AND JOY, AND OF SENDING PORTIONS ONE TO ANOTHER, AND GIFTS TO THE POOR. {9:23} AND THE JEWS UNDERTOOK TO DO AS THEY HAD BEGUN, AND AS MORDECAI HAD WRITTEN UNTO THEM; {9:24} BECAUSE HAMAN THE SON OF HAMMEDATHA, THE AGAGITE, THE ENEMY OF ALL THE JEWS, HAD DEVISED AGAINST THE JEWS TO DESTROY THEM, AND HAD CAST PUR, THAT [IS,] THE LOT, TO CONSUME THEM, AND TO DESTROY THEM; {9:25} BUT WHEN [ESTHER] CAME BEFORE THE KING, HE COMMANDED BY LETTERS THAT HIS WICKED DEVICE, WHICH HE DEVISED AGAINST THE JEWS, SHOULD RETURN UPON HIS OWN HEAD, AND THAT HE AND HIS SONS SHOULD BE HANGED ON THE GALLOWS. {9:26} WHEREFORE THEY CALLED THESE DAYS PURIM AFTER THE NAME OF PUR. THEREFORE FOR ALL THE WORDS OF THIS LETTER, AND [OF THAT] WHICH THEY HAD SEEN CONCERNING THIS MATTER, AND WHICH HAD COME UNTO THEM, {9:27} THE JEWS ORDAINED, AND TOOK UPON THEM, AND UPON THEIR SEED, AND UPON ALL SUCH AS JOINED THEMSELVES UNTO THEM, SO AS IT SHOULD NOT FAIL, THAT THEY WOULD KEEP THESE TWO DAYS ACCORDING TO THEIR WRITING, AND ACCORDING TO THEIR [APPOINTED] TIME EVERY YEAR; {9:28} AND [THAT] THESE DAYS [SHOULD BE] REMEMBERED AND KEPT THROUGHOUT EVERY GENERATION, EVERY FAMILY, EVERY PROVINCE, AND EVERY CITY; AND [THAT] THESE DAYS OF PURIM SHOULD NOT FAIL FROM AMONG THE JEWS, NOR THE MEMORIAL OF THEM PERISH FROM THEIR SEED. {9:29} THEN ESTHER THE QUEEN, THE DAUGHTER OF ABIHAIL, AND MORDECAI THE JEW, WROTE WITH ALL AUTHORITY, TO CONFIRM THIS SECOND LETTER OF PURIM. {9:30} AND HE SENT THE LETTERS UNTO ALL THE JEWS, TO THE HUNDRED TWENTY AND SEVEN PROVINCES OF THE KINGDOM OF AHASUERUS, [WITH] WORDS OF PEACE AND TRUTH, {9:31} TO CONFIRM THESE DAYS OF PURIM IN THEIR TIMES [APPOINTED,] ACCORDING AS MORDECAI THE JEW AND ESTHER THE QUEEN HAD ENJOINED THEM, AND AS THEY HAD DECREED FOR THEMSELVES AND FOR THEIR SEED, THE MATTERS OF THE FASTINGS AND THEIR CRY. {9:32} AND THE DECREE OF ESTHER CONFIRMED THESE MATTERS OF PURIM; AND IT WAS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK.
{10:1} AND THE KING AHASUERUS LAID A TRIBUTE UPON THE LAND, AND [UPON] THE ISLES OF THE SEA. {10:2} AND ALL THE ACTS OF HIS POWER AND OF HIS MIGHT, AND THE DECLARATION OF THE GREATNESS OF MORDECAI, WHEREUNTO THE KING ADVANCED HIM, [ARE] THEY NOT WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE CHRONICLES OF THE KINGS OF MEDIA AND PERSIA? {10:3} FOR MORDECAI THE JEW [WAS] NEXT UNTO KING AHASUERUS, AND GREAT AMONG THE JEWS, AND ACCEPTED OF THE MULTITUDE OF HIS BRETHREN, SEEKING THE WEALTH OF HIS PEOPLE, AND SPEAKING PEACE TO ALL HIS SEED.
THE BOOK OF WISDOM ALSO KNOWN AS THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON
{1:1} LOVE RIGHTEOUSNESS, YE THAT BE JUDGES OF THE EARTH: THINK OF THE LORD WITH A GOOD (HEART,) AND IN SIMPLICITY OF HEART SEEK HIM. {1:2} FOR HE WILL BE FOUND OF THEM THAT TEMPT HIM NOT; AND SHEWETH HIMSELF UNTO SUCH AS DO NOT DISTRUST HIM. {1:3} FOR FROWARD THOUGHTS SEPARATE FROM GOD: AND HIS POWER, WHEN IT IS TRIED, REPROVETH THE UNWISE. {1:4} FOR INTO A MALICIOUS SOUL WISDOM SHALL NOT ENTER; NOR DWELL IN THE BODY THAT IS SUBJECT UNTO SIN. {1:5} FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT OF DISCIPLINE WILL FLEE DECEIT, AND REMOVE FROM THOUGHTS THAT ARE WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING, AND WILL NOT ABIDE WHEN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS COMETH IN. {1:6} FOR WISDOM IS A LOVING SPIRIT; AND WILL NOT ACQUIT A BLASPHEMER OF HIS WORDS: FOR GOD IS WITNESS OF HIS REINS, AND A TRUE BEHOLDER OF HIS HEART, AND A HEARER OF HIS TONGUE. {1:7} FOR THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD FILLETH THE WORLD: AND THAT WHICH CONTAINETH ALL THINGS HATH KNOWLEDGE OF THE VOICE. {1:8} THEREFORE HE THAT SPEAKETH UNRIGHTEOUS THINGS CANNOT BE HID: NEITHER SHALL VENGEANCE, WHEN IT PUNISHETH, PASS BY HIM. {1:9} FOR INQUISITION SHALL BE MADE INTO THE COUNSELS OF THE UNGODLY: AND THE SOUND OF HIS WORDS SHALL COME UNTO THE LORD FOR THE MANIFESTATION OF HIS WICKED DEEDS. {1:10} FOR THE EAR OF JEALOUSY HEARETH ALL THINGS: AND THE NOISE OF MURMURINGS IS NOT, HID. {1:11} THEREFORE BEWARE OF MURMURING, WHICH IS UNPROFITABLE; AND REFRAIN YOUR TONGUE FROM BACKBITING: FOR THERE IS NO WORD SO SECRET, THAT SHALL GO FOR NOUGHT: AND THE MOUTH THAT BELIETH SLAYETH THE SOUL. {1:12} SEEK NOT DEATH IN THE ERROR OF YOUR LIFE: AND PULL NOT UPON YOURSELVES DESTRUCTION WITH THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS. {1:13} FOR GOD MADE NOT DEATH: NEITHER HATH HE, PLEASURE IN THE DESTRUCTION OF THE LIVING. {1:14} FOR HE CREATED ALL THINGS, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE THEIR BEING: AND THE GENERATIONS OF THE WORLD WERE HEALTHFUL; AND THERE IS NO POISON OF DESTRUCTION IN THEM, NOR THE KINGDOM OF DEATH UPON THE EARTH: {1:15} (FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS IS IMMORTAL:) {1:16} BUT UNGODLY MEN WITH THEIR WORKS AND WORDS CALLED IT TO THEM: FOR WHEN THEY THOUGHT TO HAVE IT THEIR FRIEND, THEY CONSUMED TO NOUGHT, AND MADE A COVENANT WITH IT, BECAUSE THEY ARE WORTHY TO TAKE PART WITH IT.
{2:1} FOR THE UNGODLY SAID, REASONING WITH THEMSELVES, BUT NOT ARIGHT, OUR LIFE IS SHORT AND TEDIOUS, AND IN THE DEATH OF A MAN THERE IS NO REMEDY: NEITHER WAS THERE ANY MAN KNOWN TO HAVE RETURNED FROM THE GRAVE. {2:2} FOR WE ARE BORN AT ALL ADVENTURE: AND WE SHALL BE HEREAFTER AS THOUGH WE HAD NEVER BEEN: FOR THE BREATH IN OUR NOSTRILS IS AS SMOKE, AND A LITTLE SPARK IN THE MOVING OF OUR HEART: {2:3} WHICH BEING EXTINGUISHED, OUR BODY SHALL BE TURNED INTO ASHES, AND OUR SPIRIT SHALL VANISH AS THE SOFT AIR, {2:4} AND OUR NAME SHALL BE FORGOTTEN IN TIME, AND NO MAN SHALL HAVE OUR WORKS IN REMEMBRANCE, AND OUR LIFE SHALL PASS AWAY AS THE TRACE OF A CLOUD, AND SHALL BE DISPERSED AS A MIST, THAT IS DRIVEN AWAY WITH THE BEAMS OF THE SUN, AND OVERCOME WITH THE HEAT THEREOF. {2:5} FOR OUR TIME IS A VERY SHADOW THAT PASSETH AWAY; AND AFTER OUR END THERE IS NO RETURNING: FOR IT IS FAST SEALED, SO THAT NO MAN COMETH AGAIN. {2:6} COME ON THEREFORE, LET US ENJOY THE GOOD THINGS THAT ARE PRESENT: AND LET US SPEEDILY USE THE CREATURES LIKE AS IN YOUTH. {2:7} LET US FILL OURSELVES WITH COSTLY WINE AND OINTMENTS: AND LET NO FLOWER OF THE SPRING PASS BY US: {2:8} LET US CROWN OURSELVES WITH ROSEBUDS, BEFORE THEY BE WITHERED: {2:9} LET NONE OF US GO WITHOUT HIS PART OF OUR VOLUPTUOUSNESS: LET US LEAVE TOKENS OF OUR JOYFULNESS IN EVERY PLACE: FOR THIS IS OUR PORTION, AND OUR LOT IS THIS. {2:10} LET US OPPRESS THE POOR RIGHTEOUS MAN, LET US NOT SPARE THE WIDOW, NOR REVERENCE THE ANCIENT GRAY HAIRS OF THE AGED. {2:11} LET OUR STRENGTH BE THE LAW OF JUSTICE: FOR THAT WHICH IS FEEBLE IS FOUND TO BE NOTHING WORTH. {2:12} THEREFORE LET US LIE IN WAIT FOR THE RIGHTEOUS; BECAUSE HE IS NOT FOR OUR TURN, AND HE IS CLEAN CONTRARY TO OUR DOINGS: HE UPBRAIDETH US WITH OUR OFFENDING THE LAW, AND OBJECTETH TO OUR INFAMY THE TRANSGRESSINGS OF OUR EDUCATION. {2:13} HE PROFESSETH TO HAVE THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD: AND HE CALLETH HIMSELF THE CHILD OF THE LORD. {2:14} HE WAS MADE TO REPROVE OUR THOUGHTS. {2:15} HE IS GRIEVOUS UNTO US EVEN TO BEHOLD: FOR HIS LIFE IS NOT LIKE OTHER MEN’S, HIS WAYS ARE OF ANOTHER FASHION. {2:16} WE ARE ESTEEMED OF HIM AS COUNTERFEITS: HE ABSTAINETH FROM OUR WAYS AS FROM FILTHINESS: HE PRONOUNCETH THE END OF THE JUST TO BE BLESSED, AND MAKETH HIS BOAST THAT GOD IS HIS FATHER [STEPHEN]. {2:17} LET US SEE IF HIS WORDS BE TRUE: AND LET US PROVE WHAT SHALL HAPPEN IN THE END OF HIM. {2:18} FOR IF THE JUST MAN BE THE SON OF GOD, HE WILL HELP HIM, AND DELIVER HIM FROM THE HAND OF HIS ENEMIES. {2:19} LET US EXAMINE HIM WITH DESPITEFULNESS AND TORTURE, THAT WE MAY KNOW HIS MEEKNESS, AND PROVE HIS PATIENCE. {2:20} LET US CONDEMN HIM WITH A SHAMEFUL DEATH: FOR BY HIS OWN SAYING HE SHALL BE RESPECTED. {2:21} SUCH THINGS THEY DID IMAGINE, AND WERE DECEIVED: FOR THEIR OWN WICKEDNESS HATH BLINDED THEM. {2:22} AS FOR THE MYSTERIES OF GOD, THEY KN EW THEM NOT: NEITHER HOPED THEY FOR THE WAGES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, NOR DISCERNED A REWARD FOR BLAMELESS SOULS. {2:23} FOR GOD CREATED MAN TO BE IMMORTAL, AND MADE HIM TO BE AN IMAGE OF HIS OWN ETERNITY. {2:24} NEVERTHELESS THROUGH ENVY OF THE DEVIL CAME DEATH INTO THE WORLD: AND THEY THAT DO HOLD OF HIS SIDE DO FIND IT. 
{3:1} BUT THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS ARE IN THE HAND OF GOD, AND THERE SHALL NO TORMENT TOUCH THEM. {3:2} IN THE SIGHT OF THE UNWISE THEY SEEMED TO DIE: AND THEIR DEPARTURE IS TAKEN FOR MISERY, {3:3} AND THEIR GOING FROM US TO BE UTTER DESTRUCTION: BUT THEY ARE IN PEACE. {3:4} FOR THOUGH THEY BE PUNISHED IN THE SIGHT OF MEN, YET IS THEIR HOPE FULL OF IMMORTALITY. {3:5} AND HAVING BEEN A LITTLE CHASTISED, THEY SHALL BE GREATLY REWARDED: FOR GOD PROVED THEM, AND FOUND THEM WORTHY FOR HIMSELF. {3:6} AS GOLD IN THE FURNACE HATH HE TRIED THEM, AND RECEIVED THEM AS A BURNT OFFERING. {3:7} AND IN THE TIME OF THEIR VISITATION THEY SHALL SHINE, AND RUN TO AND FRO LIKE SPARKS AMONG THE STUBBLE. {3:8} THEY SHALL JUDGE THE NATIONS, AND HAVE DOMINION OVER THE PEOPLE, AND THEIR LORD SHALL REIGN FOR EVER. {3:9} THEY THAT PUT THEIR TRUST IN HIM SHALL UNDERSTAND THE TRUTH: AND SUCH AS BE FAITHFUL IN LOVE SHALL ABIDE WITH HIM: FOR GRACE AND MERCY IS TO HIS SAINTS, AND HE HATH CARE FOR HIS ELECT. {3:10} BUT THE UNGODLY SHALL BE PUNISHED ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN IMAGINATIONS, WHICH HAVE NEGLECTED THE RIGHTEOUS, AND FORSAKEN THE LORD. {3:11} FOR WHOSO DESPISETH WISDOM AND NURTURE, HE IS MISERABLE, AND THEIR HOPE IS VAIN, THEIR LABOURS UNFRUITFUL, AND THEIR WORKS UNPROFITABLE: {3:12} THEIR WIVES ARE FOOLISH, AND THEIR CHILDREN WICKED: {3:13} THEIR OFFSPRING IS CURSED. WHEREFORE BLESSED IS THE BARREN THAT IS UNDEFILED, WHICH HATH NOT KNOWN THE SINFUL BED: SHE SHALL HAVE FRUIT IN THE VISITATION OF SOULS. {3:14} AND BLESSED IS THE EUNUCH, WHICH WITH HIS HANDS HATH WROUGHT NO INIQUITY, NOR IMAGINED WICKED THINGS AGAINST GOD: FOR UNTO HIM SHALL BE GIVEN THE SPECIAL GIFT OF FAITH, AND AN INHERITANCE IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD MORE ACCEPTABLE TO HIS MIND. {3:15} FOR GLORIOUS IS THE FRUIT OF GOOD LABOURS: AND THE ROOT OF WISDOM SHALL NEVER FALL AWAY. {3:16} AS FOR THE CHILDREN OF ADULTERERS, THEY SHALL NOT COME TO THEIR PERFECTION, AND THE SEED OF AN UNRIGHTEOUS BED SHALL BE ROOTED OUT. {3:17} FOR THOUGH THEY LIVE LONG, YET SHALL THEY BE NOTHING REGARDED: AND THEIR LAST AGE SHALL BE WITHOUT HONOUR. {3:18} OR, IF THEY DIE QUICKLY, THEY HAVE NO HOPE, NEITHER COMFORT IN THE DAY OF TRIAL. {3:19} FOR HORRIBLE IS THE END OF THE UNRIGHTEOUS GENERATION. 
{4:1} BETTER IT IS TO HAVE NO CHILDREN, AND TO HAVE VIRTUE: FOR THE MEMORIAL THEREOF IS IMMORTAL: BECAUSE IT IS KNOWN WITH GOD, AND WITH MEN. {4:2} WHEN IT IS PRESENT, MEN TAKE EXAMPLE AT IT; AND WHEN IT IS GONE, THEY DESIRE IT: IT WEARETH A CROWN, AND TRIUMPHETH FOR EVER, HAVING GOTTEN THE VICTORY, STRIVING FOR UNDEFILED REWARDS. {4:3} BUT THE MULTIPLYING BROOD OF THE UNGODLY SHALL NOT THRIVE, NOR TAKE DEEP ROOTING FROM BASTARD SLIPS, NOR LAY ANY FAST FOUNDATION. {4:4} FOR THOUGH THEY FLOURISH IN BRANCHES FOR A TIME; YET STANDING NOT LAST, THEY SHALL BE SHAKEN WITH THE WIND, AND THROUGH THE FORCE OF WINDS THEY SHALL BE ROOTED OUT. {4:5} THE IMPERFECT BRANCHES SHALL BE BROKEN OFF, THEIR FRUIT UNPROFITABLE, NOT RIPE TO EAT, YEA, MEET FOR NOTHING. {4:6} FOR CHILDREN BEGOTTEN OF UNLAWFUL BEDS ARE WITNESSES OF WICKEDNESS AGAINST THEIR PARENTS IN THEIR TRIAL. {4:7} BUT THOUGH THE RIGHTEOUS BE PREVENTED WITH DEATH, YET SHALL HE BE IN REST. {4:8} FOR HONOURABLE AGE IS NOT THAT WHICH STANDETH IN LENGTH OF TIME, NOR THAT IS MEASURED BY NUMBER OF YEARS. {4:9} BUT WISDOM IS THE GRAY HAIR UNTO MEN, AND AN UNSPOTTED LIFE IS OLD AGE. {4:10} HE PLEASED GOD, AND WAS BELOVED OF HIM: SO THAT LIVING AMONG SINNERS HE WAS TRANSLATED. {4:11} YEA SPEEDILY WAS HE TAKEN AWAY, LEST THAT WICKEDNESS SHOULD ALTER HIS UNDERSTANDING, OR DECEIT BEGUILE HIS SOUL. {4:12} FOR THE BEWITCHING OF NAUGHTINESS DOTH OBSCURE THINGS THAT ARE HONEST; AND THE WANDERING OF CONCUPISCENCE DOTH UNDERMINE THE SIMPLE MIND. {4:13} HE, BEING MADE PERFECT IN A SHORT TIME, FULFILLED A LONG TIME: {4:14} FOR HIS SOUL PLEASED THE LORD: THEREFORE, HASTED HE TO TAKE HIM AWAY FROM AMONG THE WICKED. {4:15} THIS THE PEOPLE SAW, AND UNDERSTOOD IT NOT, NEITHER LAID THEY UP THIS IN THEIR MINDS, THAT HIS GRACE AND MERCY IS WITH HIS SAINTS, AND THAT HE HATH RESPECT UNTO HIS CHOSEN. {4:16} THUS THE RIGHTEOUS THAT IS DEAD SHALL CONDEMN THE UNGODLY WHICH ARE LIVING; AND YOUTH THAT IS SOON PERFECTED THE MANY YEARS AND OLD AGE OF THE UNRIGHTEOUS. {4:17} FOR THEY SHALL SEE THE END OF THE WISE, AND SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT GOD IN HIS COUNSEL HATH DECREED OF HIM, AND TO WHAT END THE LORD HATH SET HIM IN SAFETY. {4:18} THEY SHALL SEE HIM, AND DESPISE HIM; BUT GOD SHALL LAUGH THEM TO SCORN: AND THEY SHALL HEREAFTER BE A VILE CARCASE, AND A REPROACH AMONG THE DEAD FOR EVERMORE. {4:19} FOR HE SHALL REND THEM, AND CAST THEM DOWN HEADLONG, THAT THEY SHALL BE SPEECHLESS; AND HE SHALL SHAKE THEM FROM THE FOUNDATION; AND THEY SHALL BE UTTERLY LAID WASTE, AND BE IN SORROW; AND THEIR MEMORIAL SHALL PERISH. {4:20} AND WHEN THEY CAST UP THE ACCOUNTS OF THEIR SINS, THEY SHALL COME WITH FEAR: AND THEIR OWN INIQUITIES SHALL CONVINCE THEM TO THEIR FACE. 
{5:1} THEN SHALL THE RIGHTEOUS MAN STAND IN GREAT BOLDNESS BEFORE THE FACE OF SUCH AS HAVE AFFLICTED HIM, AND MADE NO ACCOUNT OF HIS LABOURS. {5:2} WHEN THEY SEE IT, THEY SHALL BE TROUBLED WITH TERRIBLE FEAR, AND SHALL BE AMAZED AT THE STRANGENESS OF HIS SALVATION, SO FAR BEYOND ALL THAT THEY LOOKED FOR. {5:3} AND THEY REPENTING AND GROANING FOR ANGUISH OF SPIRIT SHALL SAY WITHIN THEMSELVES, THIS WAS HE, WHOM WE HAD SOMETIMES IN DERISION, AND A PROVERB OF REPROACH: {5:4} WE FOOLS ACCOUNTED HIS LIFE MADNESS, AND HIS END TO BE WITHOUT HONOUR: {5:5} HOW IS HE NUMBERED AMONG THE CHILDREN OF GOD, AND HIS LOT IS AMONG THE SAINTS! {5:6} THEREFORE HAVE WE ERRED FROM THE WAY OF TRUTH, AND THE LIGHT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS HATH NOT SHINED UNTO US, AND THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ROSE NOT UPON US. {5:7} WE WEARIED OURSELVES IN THE WAY OF WICKEDNESS AND DESTRUCTION: YEA, WE HAVE GONE THROUGH DESERTS, WHERE THERE LAY NO WAY: BUT AS FOR THE WAY OF THE LORD, WE HAVE NOT KNOWN IT. {5:8} WHAT HATH PRIDE PROFITED US? OR WHAT GOOD HATH RICHES WITH OUR VAUNTING BROUGHT US? {5:9} ALL THOSE THINGS ARE PASSED AWAY LIKE A SHADOW, AND AS A POST THAT HASTED BY; {5:10} AND AS A SHIP THAT PASSETH OVER THE WAVES OF THE WATER, WHICH WHEN IT IS GONE BY, THE TRACE THEREOF CANNOT BE FOUND, NEITHER THE PATHWAY OF THE KEEL IN THE WAVES; {5:11} OR AS WHEN A BIRD HATH FLOWN THROUGH THE AIR, THERE IS NO TOKEN OF HER WAY TO BE FOUND, BUT THE LIGHT AIR BEING BEATEN WITH THE STROKE OF HER WINGS AND PARTED WITH THE VIOLENT NOISE AND MOTION OF THEM, IS PASSED THROUGH, AND THEREIN AFTERWARDS NO SIGN WHERE SHE WENT IS TO BE FOUND; {5:12} OR LIKE AS WHEN AN ARROW IS SHOT AT A MARK, IT PARTETH THE AIR, WHICH IMMEDIATELY COMETH TOGETHER AGAIN, SO THAT A MAN CANNOT KNOW WHERE IT WENT THROUGH: {5:13} EVEN SO WE IN LIKE MANNER, AS SOON AS WE WERE BORN, BEGAN TO DRAW TO OUR END, AND HAD NO SIGN OF VIRTUE TO SHEW; BUT WERE CONSUMED IN OUR OWN WICKEDNESS. {5:14} FOR THE HOPE OF THE GODLY IS LIKE DUST THAT IS BLOWN AWAY WITH THE WIND; LIKE A THIN FROTH THAT IS DRIVEN AWAY WITH THE STORM; LIKE AS THE SMOKE WHICH IS DISPERSED HERE AND THERE WITH A TEMPEST, AND PASSETH AWAY AS THE REMEMBRANCE OF A GUEST THAT TARRIETH BUT A DAY. {5:15} BUT THE RIGHTEOUS LIVE FOR EVERMORE; THEIR REWARD ALSO IS WITH THE LORD, AND THE CARE OF THEM IS WITH THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. {5:16} THEREFORE SHALL THEY RECEIVE A GLORIOUS KINGDOM, AND A BEAUTIFUL CROWN FROM THE LORD’S HAND: FOR WITH HIS RIGHT HAND SHALL HE COVER THEM, AND WITH HIS ARM SHALL HE PROTECT THEM. {5:17} HE SHALL TAKE TO HIM HIS JEALOUSY FOR COMPLETE ARMOUR, AND MAKE THE CREATURE HIS WEAPON FOR THE REVENGE OF HIS ENEMIES. {5:18} HE SHALL PUT ON RIGHTEOUSNESS AS A BREASTPLATE, AND TRUE JUDGMENT INSTEAD OF A HELMET. {5:19} HE SHALL TAKE HOLINESS FOR AN INVINCIBLE SHIELD. {5:20} HIS SEVERE WRATH SHALL HE SHARPEN FOR A SWORD, AND THE WORLD SHALL FIGHT WITH HIM AGAINST THE UNWISE. {5:21} THEN SHALL THE RIGHT AIMING THUNDERBOLTS GO ABROAD; AND FROM THE CLOUDS, AS FROM A WELL DRAWN BOW, SHALL THEY FLY TO THE MARK. {5:22} AND HAILSTONES FULL OF WRATH SHALL BE CAST AS OUT OF A STONE BOW, AND THE WATER OF THE SEA SHALL RAGE AGAINST THEM, AND THE FLOODS SHALL CRUELLY DROWN THEM. {5:23} YEA, A MIGHTY WIND SHALL STAND UP AGAINST THEM, AND LIKE A STORM SHALL BLOW THEM AWAY: THUS, INIQUITY SHALL LAY WASTE THE WHOLE EARTH, AND ILL DEALING SHALL OVERTHROW THE THRONES OF THE MIGHTY. 
{6:1} HEAR THEREFORE, O YE KINGS, AND UNDERSTAND; LEARN, YE THAT BE JUDGES OF THE ENDS OF THE EARTH. {6:2} GIVE EAR, YE THAT RULE THE PEOPLE, AND GLORY IN THE MULTITUDE OF NATIONS. {6:3} FOR POWER IS GIVEN YOU OF THE LORD, AND SOVEREIGNTY FROM THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD], WHO SHALL TRY YOUR WORKS, AND SEARCH OUT YOUR COUNSELS. {6:4} BECAUSE, BEING MINISTERS OF HIS KINGDOM, YE HAVE NOT JUDGED ARIGHT, NOR KEPT THE LAW, NOR WALKED AFTER THE COUNSEL OF GOD; {6:5} HORRIBLY AND SPEEDILY SHALL HE COME UPON YOU: FOR A SHARP JUDGMENT SHALL BE TO THEM THAT BE IN HIGH PLACES. {6:6} FOR MERCY WILL SOON PARDON THE MEANEST: BUT MIGHTY MEN SHALL BE MIGHTILY TORMENTED. {6:7} FOR HE WHICH IS LORD OVER ALL SHALL FEAR NO MAN’S PERSON, NEITHER SHALL HE STAND IN AWE OF ANY MAN’S GREATNESS: FOR HE HATH MADE THE SMALL AND GREAT, AND CARETH FOR ALL ALIKE. {6:8} BUT A SORE TRIAL SHALL COME UPON THE MIGHTY. {6:9} UNTO YOU THEREFORE, O KINGS, DO I SPEAK, THAT YE MAY LEARN WISDOM, AND NOT FALL AWAY. {6:10} FOR THEY THAT KEEP HOLINESS HOLILY SHALL BE JUDGED HOLY: AND THEY THAT HAVE LEARNED SUCH THINGS SHALL FIND WHAT TO ANSWER. {6:11} WHEREFORE SET YOUR AFFECTION UPON MY WORDS; DESIRE THEM, AND YE SHALL BE INSTRUCTED. {6:12} WISDOM IS GLORIOUS, AND NEVER FADETH AWAY: YEA, SHE IS EASILY SEEN OF THEM THAT LOVE HER, AND FOUND OF SUCH AS SEEK HER. {6:13} SHE PREVENTETH THEM THAT DESIRE HER, IN MAKING HERSELF FIRST KNOWN UNTO THEM. {6:14} WHOSO SEEKETH HER EARLY SHALL HAVE NO GREAT TRAVAIL: FOR HE SHALL FIND HER SITTING AT HIS DOORS. {6:15} TO THINK THEREFORE UPON HER IS PERFECTION OF WISDOM: AND WHOSO WATCHETH FOR HER SHALL QUICKLY BE WITHOUT CARE. {6:16} FOR SHE GOETH ABOUT SEEKING SUCH AS ARE WORTHY OF HER, SHEWETH HERSELF FAVOURABLY UNTO THEM IN THE WAYS, AND MEETETH THEM IN EVERY THOUGHT. {6:17} FOR THE VERY TRUE BEGINNING OF HER IS THE DESIRE OF DISCIPLINE; AND THE CARE OF DISCIPLINE IS LOVE; {6:18} AND LOVE IS THE KEEPING OF HER LAWS; AND THE GIVING HEED UNTO HER LAWS IS THE ASSURANCE OF INCORRUPTION; {6:19} AND INCORRUPTION MAKETH US NEAR UNTO GOD: {6:20} THEREFORE THE DESIRE OF WISDOM BRINGETH TO A KINGDOM. {6:21} IF YOUR DELIGHT BE THEN IN THRONES AND SCEPTRES, O YE KINGS OF THE PEOPLE, HONOUR WISDOM, THAT YE MAY REIGN FOR EVERMORE. {6:22} AS FOR WISDOM, WHAT SHE IS, AND HOW SHE CAME UP, I WILL TELL YOU, AND WILL NOT HIDE MYSTERIES FROM YOU: BUT WILL SEEK HER OUT FROM THE BEGINNING OF HER NATIVITY, AND BRING THE KNOWLEDGE OF HER INTO LIGHT, AND WILL NOT PASS OVER THE TRUTH. {6:23} NEITHER WILL I GO WITH CONSUMING ENVY; FOR SUCH A MAN SHALL HAVE NO FELLOWSHIP WITH WISDOM. {6:24} BUT THE MULTITUDE OF THE WISE IS THE WELFARE OF THE WORLD: AND A WISE KING IS THE UPHOLDING OF THE PEOPLE. {6:25} RECEIVE THEREFORE INSTRUCTION THROUGH MY WORDS, AND IT SHALL DO YOU GOOD. 
{7:1} I MYSELF ALSO AM A MORTAL MAN, LIKE TO ALL, AND THE OFFSPRING OF HIM THAT WAS FIRST MADE OF THE EARTH, {7:2} AND IN MY MOTHER’S WOMB WAS FASHIONED TO BE FLESH IN THE TIME OF TEN MONTHS, BEING COMPACTED IN BLOOD, OF THE SEED OF MAN, AND THE PLEASURE THAT CAME WITH SLEEP. {7:3} AND WHEN I WAS BORN, I DREW IN THE COMMON AIR, AND FELL UPON THE EARTH, WHICH IS OF LIKE NATURE, AND THE FIRST VOICE WHICH I UTTERED WAS CRYING, AS ALL OTHERS DO. {7:4} I WAS NURSED IN SWADDLING CLOTHES, AND THAT WITH CARES. {7:5} FOR THERE IS NO KING THAT HAD ANY OTHER BEGINNING OF BIRTH. {7:6} FOR ALL MEN HAVE ONE ENTRANCE INTO LIFE, AND THE LIKE GOING OUT. {7:7} WHEREFORE I PRAYED, AND UNDERSTANDING WAS GIVEN ME: I CALLED UPON GOD, AND THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM CAME TO ME. {7:8} I PREFERRED HER BEFORE SCEPTRES AND THRONES, AND ESTEEMED RICHES NOTHING IN COMPARISON OF HER. {7:9} NEITHER COMPARED I UNTO HER ANY PRECIOUS STONE, BECAUSE ALL GOLD IN RESPECT OF HER IS AS A LITTLE SAND, AND SILVER SHALL BE COUNTED AS CLAY BEFORE HER. {7:10} I LOVED HER ABOVE HEALTH AND BEAUTY, AND CHOSE TO HAVE HER INSTEAD OF LIGHT: FOR THE LIGHT THAT COMETH FROM HER NEVER GOETH OUT. {7:11} ALL GOOD THINGS TOGETHER CAME TO ME WITH HER, AND INNUMERABLE RICHES IN HER HANDS. {7:12} AND I REJOICED IN THEM ALL, BECAUSE WISDOM GOETH BEFORE THEM: AND I KNEW NOT THAT SHE WAS THE MOTHER OF THEM. {7:13} I LEARNED DILIGENTLY, AND DO COMMUNICATE HER LIBERALLY: I DO NOT HIDE HER RICHES. {7:14} FOR SHE IS A TREASURE UNTO MEN THAT NEVER FAILETH: WHICH THEY THAT USE BECOME THE FRIENDS OF GOD, BEING COMMENDED FOR THE GIFTS THAT COME FROM LEARNING. {7:15} GOD HATH GRANTED ME TO SPEAK AS I WOULD, AND TO CONCEIVE AS IS MEET FOR THE THINGS THAT ARE GIVEN ME: BECAUSE IT IS, HE THAT LEADETH UNTO WISDOM, AND DIRECTETH THE WISE. {7:16} FOR IN HIS HAND ARE BOTH WE AND OUR WORDS; ALL WISDOM ALSO, AND KNOWLEDGE OF WORKMANSHIP. {7:17} FOR HE HATH GIVEN ME CERTAIN KNOWLEDGE OF THE THINGS THAT ARE, NAMELY, TO KNOW HOW THE WORLD WAS MADE, AND THE OPERATION OF THE ELEMENTS: {7:18} THE BEGINNING, ENDING, AND MIDST OF THE TIMES: THE ALTERATIONS OF THE TURNING OF THE SUN, AND THE CHANGE OF SEASONS:    {7:19} THE CIRCUITS OF YEARS, AND THE POSITIONS OF STARS: {7:20} THE NATURES OF LIVING CREATURES, AND THE FURIES OF WILD BEASTS: THE VIOLENCE OF WINDS, AND THE REASONINGS OF MEN: THE DIVERSITIES OF PLANTS AND THE VIRTUES OF ROOTS: {7:21} AND ALL SUCH THINGS AS ARE EITHER SECRET OR MANIFEST, THEM I KNOW. {7:22} FOR WISDOM, WHICH IS THE WORKER OF ALL THINGS, TAUGHT ME: FOR IN HER IS AN UNDERSTANDING SPIRIT HOLY, ONE ONLY, MANIFOLD, SUBTIL, LIVELY, CLEAR, UNDEFILED, PLAIN, NOT SUBJECT TO HURT, LOVING THE THING THAT IS GOOD QUICK, WHICH CANNOT BE LETTED, READY TO DO GOOD, {7:23} KIND TO MAN, STEADFAST, SURE, FREE FROM CARE, HAVING ALL POWER, OVERSEEING ALL THINGS, AND GOING THROUGH ALL UNDERSTANDING, PURE, AND MOST SUBTIL, SPIRITS. {7:24} FOR WISDOM IS MORE MOVING THAN ANY MOTION: SHE PASSETH AND GOETH THROUGH ALL THINGS BY REASON OF HER PURENESS. {7:25} FOR SHE IS THE BREATH OF THE POWER OF GOD, AND A PURE INFLUENCE FLOWING FROM THE GLORY OF THE ALMIGHTY: THEREFORE, CAN NO DEFILED THING FALL INTO HER. {7:26} FOR SHE IS THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE EVERLASTING LIGHT, THE UNSPOTTED MIRROR OF THE POWER OF GOD, AND THE IMAGE OF HIS GOODNESS. {7:27} AND BEING BUT ONE, SHE CAN DO ALL THINGS: AND REMAINING IN HERSELF, SHE MAKETH ALL THINGS NEW: AND IN ALL AGES ENTERING INTO HOLY SOULS, SHE MAKETH THEM FRIENDS OF GOD, AND PROPHETS. {7:28} FOR GOD LOVETH NONE BUT HIM THAT DWELLETH WITH WISDOM. {7:29} FOR SHE IS MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN THE SUN, AND ABOVE ALL THE ORDER OF STARS: BEING COMPARED WITH THE LIGHT, SHE IS FOUND BEFORE IT. {7:30} FOR AFTER THIS COMETH NIGHT: BUT VICE SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST WISDOM.
{8:1} WISDOM REACHETH FROM ONE END TO ANOTHER MIGHTILY: AND SWEETLY DOTH SHE, ORDER ALL THINGS. {8:2} I LOVED HER, AND SOUGHT HER OUT FROM MY YOUTH, I DESIRED TO MAKE HER MY SPOUSE, AND I WAS A LOVER OF HER BEAUTY. {8:3} IN THAT SHE IS CONVERSANT WITH GOD, SHE MAGNIFIETH HER NOBILITY: YEA, THE LORD OF ALL THINGS HIMSELF LOVED HER. {8:4} FOR SHE IS PRIVY TO THE MYSTERIES OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, AND A LOVER OF HIS WORKS. {8:5} IF RICHES BE A POSSESSION TO BE DESIRED IN THIS LIFE; WHAT IS RICHER THAN WISDOM, THAT WORKETH ALL THINGS? {8:6} AND IF PRUDENCE WORK; WHO OF ALL THAT ARE IS A MORE CUNNING WORKMAN THAN SHE? {8:7} AND IF A MAN, LOVE RIGHTEOUSNESS HER LABOURS ARE VIRTUES: FOR SHE TEACHETH TEMPERANCE AND PRUDENCE, JUSTICE AND FORTITUDE: WHICH ARE SUCH THINGS, AS EN CAN HAVE NOTHING MORE PROFITABLE IN THEIR LIFE. {8:8} IF A MAN, DESIRE MUCH EXPERIENCE, SHE KNOWETH THINGS OF OLD, AND CONJECTURETH ARIGHT WHAT IS TO COME: SHE KNOWETH THE SUBTILTIES OF SPEECHES, AND CAN EXPOUND DARK SENTENCES: SHE FORESEETH SIGNS AND WONDERS, AND THE EVENTS OF SEASONS AND TIMES. {8:9} THEREFORE I PURPOSED TO TAKE HER TO ME TO LIVE WITH ME, KNOWING THAT SHE WOULD BE A COUNSELLOR OF GOOD THINGS, AND A COMFORT IN CARES AND GRIEF. {8:10} FOR HER SAKE I SHALL HAVE ESTIMATION AMONG THE MULTITUDE, AND HONOUR WITH THE ELDERS, THOUGH I BE YOUNG. {8:11} I SHALL BE FOUND OF A QUICK CONCEIT IN JUDGMENT, AND SHALL BE ADMIRED IN THE SIGHT OF GREAT MEN. {8:12} WHEN I HOLD MY TONGUE, THEY SHALL BIDE MY LEISURE, AND WHEN I SPEAK, THEY SHALL GIVE GOOD EAR UNTO ME: IF I TALK MUCH, THEY SHALL LAY THEIR HANDS UPON THEIR MOUTH. {8:13} MOREOVER BY THE MEANS OF HER I SHALL OBTAIN IMMORTALITY, AND LEAVE BEHIND ME AN EVERLASTING MEMORIAL TO THEM THAT COME AFTER ME. {8:14} I SHALL SET THE PEOPLE IN ORDER, AND THE NATIONS SHALL BE SUBJECT UNTO ME. {8:15} HORRIBLE TYRANTS SHALL BE AFRAID, WHEN THEY DO BUT HEAR OF ME; I SHALL BE FOUND GOOD AMONG THE MULTITUDE, AND VALIANT IN WAR. {8:16} AFTER I AM COME INTO MINE HOUSE, I WILL REPOSE MYSELF WITH HER: FOR HER CONVERSATION HATH NO BITTERNESS; AND TO LIVE WITH HER HATH NO SORROW, BUT MIRTH AND JOY. {8:17} NOW WHEN I CONSIDERED THESE THINGS IN MYSELF, AND PONDERED THEM IN MY HEART, HOW THAT TO BE ALLIED UNTO WISDOM IS IMMORTALITY; {8:18} AND GREAT PLEASURE IT IS TO HAVE HER FRIENDSHIP; AND IN THE WORKS OF HER HANDS ARE INFINITE RICHES; AND IN THE EXERCISE OF CONFERENCE WITH HER, PRUDENCE; AND IN TALKING WITH HER, A GOOD REPORT; I WENT ABOUT SEEKING HOW TO TAKE HER TO ME. {8:19} FOR I WAS A WITTY CHILD, AND HAD A GOOD SPIRIT. {8:20} YEA RATHER, BEING GOOD, I CAME INTO A BODY UNDEFILED. {8:21} NEVERTHELESS, WHEN I PERCEIVED THAT I COULD NOT OTHERWISE OBTAIN HER, EXCEPT GOD GAVE HER ME; AND THAT WAS A POINT OF WISDOM ALSO TO KNOW WHOSE GIFT SHE WAS; I PRAYED UNTO THE LORD, AND BESOUGHT HIM, AND WITH MY WHOLE HEART I SAID, 
{9:1} O GOD OF MY FATHERS, AND LORD OF MERCY, WHO HAST MADE ALL THINGS WITH THY WORD, {9:2} AND ORDAINED MAN THROUGH THY WISDOM, THAT HE SHOULD HAVE DOMINION OVER THE CREATURES WHICH THOU HAST MADE, {9:3} AND ORDER THE WORLD ACCORDING TO EQUITY AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND EXECUTE JUDGMENT WITH AN UPRIGHT HEART: {9:4} GIVE ME WISDOM, THAT SITTETH BY THY THRONE; AND REJECT ME NOT FROM AMONG THY CHILDREN: {9:5} FOR I THY SERVANT AND SON OF THINE HANDMAID AM A FEEBLE PERSON, AND OF A SHORT TIME, AND TOO YOUNG FOR THE UNDERSTANDING OF JUDGMENT AND LAWS. {9:6} FOR THOUGH A MAN BE NEVER SO PERFECT AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN, YET IF THY WISDOM BE NOT WITH HIM, HE SHALL BE NOTHING REGARDED. {9:7} THOU HAST CHOSEN ME TO BE A KING OF THY PEOPLE, AND A JUDGE OF THY SONS AND DAUGHTERS: {9:8} THOU HAST COMMANDED ME TO BUILD A TEMPLE UPON THY HOLY MOUNT, AND AN ALTAR IN THE CITY WHEREIN THOU DWELLEST, A RESEMBLANCE OF THE HOLY TABERNACLE, WHICH THOU HAST PREPARED FROM THE BEGINNING. {9:9} AND WISDOM WAS WITH THEE: WHICH KNOWETH THY WORKS, AND WAS PRESENT WHEN THOU MADEST THE WORLD, AND KNEW WHAT WAS ACCEPTABLE IN THY SIGHT, AND RIGHT IN THY COMMANDMENTS. {9:10} O SEND HER OUT OF THY HOLY HEAVENS, AND FROM THE THRONE OF THY GLORY, THAT BEING PRESENT SHE MAY LABOUR WITH ME, THAT I MAY KNOW WHAT IS PLEASING UNTO THEE. {9:11} FOR SHE KNOWETH AND UNDERSTANDETH ALL THINGS, AND SHE SHALL LEAD ME SOBERLY IN MY DOINGS, AND PRESERVE ME IN HER POWER. {9:12} SO SHALL MY WORKS BE ACCEPTABLE, AND THEN SHALL I JUDGE THY PEOPLE RIGHTEOUSLY, AND BE WORTHY TO SIT IN MY FATHER’S SEAT. {9:13} FOR WHAT MAN IS HE THAT CAN KNOW THE COUNSEL OF GOD? OR WHO CAN THINK WHAT THE WILL OF THE LORD IS? {9:14} FOR THE THOUGHTS OF MORTAL MEN ARE MISERABLE, AND OUR DEVICES ARE BUT UNCERTAIN. {9:15} FOR THE CORRUPTIBLE BODY PRESSETH DOWN THE SOUL, AND THE EARTHY TABERNACLE WEIGHETH DOWN THE MIND THAT MUSETH UPON MANY THINGS. {9:16} AND HARDLY DO WE GUESS ARIGHT AT THINGS THAT ARE UPON EARTH, AND WITH LABOUR DO WE FIND THE THINGS THAT ARE BEFORE US: BUT THE THINGS THAT ARE IN HEAVEN WHO HATH SEARCHED OUT? {9:17} AND THY COUNSEL WHO HATH KNOWN, EXCEPT THOU GIVE WISDOM, AND SEND THY HOLY SPIRIT FROM ABOVE? {9:18} FOR SO THE WAYS OF THEM WHICH LIVED ON THE EARTH WERE REFORMED, AND MEN WERE TAUGHT THE THINGS THAT ARE PLEASING UNTO THEE, AND WERE SAVED THROUGH WISDOM. 
{10:1} SHE PRESERVED THE FIRST FORMED FATHER OF THE WORLD, THAT WAS CREATED ALONE, AND BROUGHT HIM OUT OF HIS FALL, {10:2} AND GAVE HIM POWER TO RULE ALL THINGS. {10:3} BUT WHEN THE UNRIGHTEOUS WENT AWAY FROM HER IN HIS ANGER, HE PERISHED ALSO IN THE FURY WHEREWITH HE MURDERED HIS BROTHER. {10:4} FOR WHOSE CAUSE THE EARTH BEING DROWNED WITH THE FLOOD, WISDOM AGAIN PRESERVED IT, AND DIRECTED THE COURSE OF THE RIGHTEOUS IN A PIECE OF WOOD OF SMALL VALUE. {10:5} MOREOVER, THE NATIONS IN THEIR WICKED CONSPIRACY BEING CONFOUNDED, SHE FOUND OUT THE RIGHTEOUS, AND PRESERVED HIM BLAMELESS UNTO GOD, AND KEPT HIM STRONG AGAINST HIS TENDER COMPASSION TOWARD HIS SON. {10:6} WHEN THE UNGODLY PERISHED, SHE DELIVERED THE RIGHTEOUS MAN, WHO FLED FROM THE FIRE WHICH FELL DOWN UPON THE FIVE CITIES. {10:7} OF WHOSE WICKEDNESS EVEN TO THIS DAY THE WASTE LAND THAT SMOKETH IS A TESTIMONY, AND PLANTS BEARING FRUIT THAT NEVER COME TO RIPENESS: AND A STANDING PILLAR OF SALT IS A MONUMENT OF AN UNBELIEVING SOUL. {10:8} FOR REGARDING NOT WISDOM, THEY GAT NOT ONLY THIS HURT, THAT THEY KNEW NOT THE THINGS WHICH WERE GOOD; BUT ALSO LEFT BEHIND THEM TO THE WORLD A MEMORIAL OF THEIR FOOLISHNESS: SO THAT IN THE THINGS WHEREIN THEY OFFENDED THEY COULD NOT SO MUCH AS BE HID. {10:9} RUT WISDOM DELIVERED FROM PAIN THOSE THAT ATTENDED UPON HER. {10:10} WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS FLED FROM HIS BROTHER’S WRATH SHE GUIDED HIM IN RIGHT PATHS, SHEWED HIM THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND GAVE HIM KNOWLEDGE OF HOLY THINGS, MADE HIM RICH IN HIS TRAVELS, AND MULTIPLIED THE FRUIT OF HIS LABOURS. {10:11} IN THE COVETOUSNESS OF SUCH AS OPPRESSED HIM SHE STOOD BY HIM, AND MADE HIM RICH. {10:12} SHE DEFENDED HIM FROM HIS ENEMIES, AND KEPT HIM SAFE FROM THOSE THAT LAY IN WAIT, AND IN A SORE CONFLICT SHE GAVE HIM THE VICTORY; THAT HE MIGHT KNOW THAT GOODNESS IS STRONGER THAN ALL. {10:13} WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS WAS SOLD, SHE FORSOOK HIM NOT, BUT DELIVERED HIM FROM SIN: SHE WENT DOWN WITH HIM INTO THE PIT, {10:14} AND LEFT HIM NOT IN BONDS, TILL SHE BROUGHT HIM THE SCEPTRE OF THE KINGDOM, AND POWER AGAINST THOSE THAT OPPRESSED HIM: AS FOR THEM THAT HAD ACCUSED HIM, SHE SHEWED THEM TO BE LIARS, AND GAVE HIM PERPETUAL GLORY. {10:15} SHE DELIVERED THE RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE AND BLAMELESS SEED FROM THE NATION THAT OPPRESSED THEM. {10:16} SHE ENTERED INTO THE SOUL OF THE SERVANT OF THE LORD, AND WITHSTOOD DREADFUL KINGS IN WONDERS AND SIGNS; {10:17} RENDERED TO THE RIGHTEOUS A REWARD OF THEIR LABOURS, GUIDED THEM IN A MARVELLOUS WAY, AND WAS UNTO THEM FOR A COVER BY DAY, AND A LIGHT OF STARS IN THE NIGHT SEASON; {10:18} BROUGHT THEM THROUGH THE RED SEA, AND LED THEM THROUGH MUCH WATER: {10:19} BUT SHE DROWNED THEIR ENEMIES, AND CAST THEM UP OUT OF THE BOTTOM OF THE DEEP. {10:20} THEREFORE THE RIGHTEOUS SPOILED THE UNGODLY, AND PRAISED THY HOLY NAME, O LORD, AND MAGNIFIED WITH ONE ACCORD THINE HAND, THAT FOUGHT FOR THEM. {10:21} FOR WISDOM OPENED THE MOUTH OF THE DUMB, AND MADE THE TONGUES OF THEM THAT CANNOT SPEAK ELOQUENT. 
{11:1} SHE PROSPERED THEIR WORKS IN THE HAND OF THE HOLY PROPHET. {11:2} THEY WENT THROUGH THE WILDERNESS THAT WAS NOT INHABITED, AND PITCHED TENTS IN PLACES WHERE THERE LAY NO WAY. {11:3} THEY STOOD AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES, AND WERE AVENGED OF THEIR ADVERSARIES. {11:4} WHEN THEY WERE THIRSTY, THEY CALLED UPON THEE, AND WATER WAS GIVEN THEM OUT OF THE FLINTY ROCK, AND THEIR THIRST WAS QUENCHED OUT OF THE HARD STONE. {11:5} FOR BY WHAT THINGS THEIR ENEMIES WERE PUNISHED, BY THE SAME THEY IN THEIR NEED WERE BENEFITED. {11:6} FOR INSTEAD OF OF A PERPETUAL RUNNING RIVER TROUBLED WITH FOUL BLOOD, {11:7} FOR A MANIFEST REPROOF OF THAT COMMANDMENT, WHEREBY THE INFANTS WERE SLAIN, THOU GAVEST UNTO THEM ABUNDANCE OF WATER BY A MEANS WHICH THEY HOPED NOT FOR: {11:8} DECLARING BY THAT THIRST THEN HOW THOU HADST PUNISHED THEIR ADVERSARIES. {11:9} FOR WHEN THEY WERE TRIED ALBEIT BUT IN MERCY CHASTISED, THEY KNEW HOW THE UNGODLY WERE JUDGED IN WRATH AND TORMENTED, THIRSTING IN ANOTHER MANNER THAN THE JUST. {11:10} FOR THESE THOU DIDST ADMONISH AND TRY, AS A FATHER: BUT THE OTHER, AS A SEVERE KING, THOU DIDST CONDEMN AND PUNISH. {11:11} WHETHER THEY WERE ABSENT OR PRESENT, THEY WERE VEXED ALIKE. {11:12} FOR A DOUBLE GRIEF CAME UPON THEM, AND A GROANING FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF THINGS PAST. {11:13} FOR WHEN THEY HEARD BY THEIR OWN PUNISHMENTS THE OTHER TO BE BENEFITED, THEY HAD SOME FEELING OF THE LORD. {11:14} FOR WHOM THEY RESPECTED WITH SCORN, WHEN HE WAS LONG BEFORE THROWN OUT AT THE CASTING FORTH OF THE INFANTS, HIM IN THE END, WHEN THEY SAW WHAT CAME TO PASS, THEY ADMIRED. {11:15} BUT FOR THE FOOLISH DEVICES OF THEIR WICKEDNESS, WHEREWITH BEING DECEIVED THEY WORSHIPPED SERPENTS VOID OF REASON, AND VILE BEASTS, THOU DIDST SEND A MULTITUDE OF UNREASONABLE BEASTS UPON THEM FOR VENGEANCE; {11:16} THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW, THAT WHEREWITHAL A MAN SINNETH, BY THE SAME ALSO SHALL HE BE PUNISHED. {11:17} FOR THY ALMIGHTY HAND, THAT MADE THE WORLD OF MATTER WITHOUT FORM, WANTED NOT MEANS TO SEND AMONG THEM A MULTITUDE OF BEARS OR FIERCE LIONS, {11:18} OR UNKNOWN WILD BEASTS, FULL OF RAGE, NEWLY CREATED, BREATHING OUT EITHER A FIERY VAPOUR, OR FILTHY SCENTS OF SCATTERED SMOKE, OR SHOOTING HORRIBLE SPARKLES OUT OF THEIR EYES: {11:19} WHEREOF NOT ONLY THE HARM MIGHT DISPATCH THEM AT ONCE, BUT ALSO THE TERRIBLE SIGHT UTTERLY DESTROY THEM. {11:20} YEA, AND WITHOUT THESE MIGHT THEY HAVE FALLEN DOWN WITH ONE BLAST, BEING PERSECUTED OF VENGEANCE, AND SCATTERED ABROAD THROUGH THE BREATH OF THY POWER: BUT THOU HAST ORDERED ALL THINGS IN MEASURE AND NUMBER AND WEIGHT. {11:21} FOR THOU CANST SHEW THY GREAT STRENGTH AT ALL TIMES WHEN THOU WILT; AND WHO MAY WITHSTAND THE POWER OF THINE ARM? {11:22} FOR THE WHOLE WORLD BEFORE THEE IS AS A LITTLE GRAIN OF THE BALANCE, YEA, AS A DROP OF THE MORNING DEW THAT FALLETH DOWN UPON THE EARTH. {11:23} BUT THOU HAST MERCY UPON ALL; FOR THOU CANST DO ALL THINGS, AND WINKEST AT THE SINS OF MEN, BECAUSE THEY SHOULD AMEND. {11:24} FOR THOU LOVEST ALL THE THINGS THAT ARE, AND ABHORREST NOTHING WHICH THOU HAST MADE: FOR NEVER WOULDEST THOU HAVE MADE ANY THING, IF THOU HADST HATED IT. {11:25} AND HOW COULD ANY THING HAVE ENDURED, IF IT HAD NOT BEEN THY WILL? OR BEEN PRESERVED, IF NOT CALLED BY THEE? {11:26} BUT THOU SPAREST ALL: FOR THEY ARE THINE, O LORD, THOU LOVER OF SOULS. 
{12:1} FOR THINE INCORRUPTIBLE SPIRIT IS IN ALL THINGS. {12:2} THEREFORE CHASTENEST THOU THEM BY LITTLE AND LITTLE THAT OFFEND, AND WARNEST THEM BY PUTTING THEM IN REMEMBRANCE WHEREIN THEY HAVE OFFENDED, THAT LEAVING THEIR WICKEDNESS THEY MAY BELIEVE ON THEE, O LORD. {12:3} FOR IT WAS THY WILL TO DESTROY BY THE HANDS OF OUR FATHERS BOTH THOSE OLD INHABITANTS OF THY HOLY LAND, {12:4} WHOM THOU HATEDST FOR DOING MOST ODIOUS WORKS OF WITCHCRAFTS, AND WICKED SACRIFICES; {12:5} AND ALSO THOSE MERCILESS MURDERERS OF CHILDREN, AND DEVOURERS OF MAN’S FLESH, AND THE FEASTS OF BLOOD, {12:6} WITH THEIR PRIESTS OUT OF THE MIDST OF THEIR IDOLATROUS CREW, AND THE PARENTS, THAT KILLED WITH THEIR OWN HANDS SOULS DESTITUTE OF HELP: {12:7} THAT THE LAND, WHICH THOU ESTEEMEDST ABOVE ALL OTHER, MIGHT RECEIVE A WORTHY COLONY OF GOD’S CHILDREN. {12:8} NEVERTHELESS EVEN THOSE THOU SPAREDST AS MEN, AND DIDST SEND WASPS, FORERUNNERS OF THINE HOST, TO DESTROY THEM BY LITTLE AND LITTLE. {12:9} NOT THAT THOU WAST UNABLE TO BRING THE UNGODLY UNDER THE HAND OF THE RIGHTEOUS IN BATTLE, OR TO DESTROY THEM AT ONCE WITH CRUEL BEASTS, OR WITH ONE ROUGH WORD: {12:10} BUT EXECUTING THY JUDGMENTS UPON THEM BY LITTLE AND LITTLE, THOU GAVEST THEM PLACE OF REPENTANCE, NOT BEING IGNORANT THAT THEY WERE A NAUGHTY GENERATION, AND THAT THEIR MALICE WAS BRED IN THEM, AND THAT THEIR COGITATION WOULD NEVER BE CHANGED. {12:11} FOR IT WAS A CURSED SEED FROM THE BEGINNING; NEITHER DIDST THOU FOR FEAR OF ANY MAN GIVE THEM PARDON FOR THOSE THINGS WHEREIN THEY SINNED. {12:12} FOR WHO SHALL SAY, WHAT HAST THOU DONE? OR WHO SHALL WITHSTAND THY JUDGMENT? OR WHO SHALL ACCUSE THEE FOR THE NATIONS THAT PERISH, WHOM THOU MADE? OR WHO SHALL COME TO STAND AGAINST THEE, TO BE REVENGED FOR THE UNRIGHTEOUS MEN? {12:13} FOR NEITHER IS THERE ANY GOD BUT THOU THAT CARETH FOR ALL, TO WHOM THOU MIGHTEST SHEW THAT THY JUDGMENT IS NOT UNRIGHT. {12:14} NEITHER SHALL KING OR TYRANT BE ABLE TO SET HIS FACE AGAINST THEE FOR ANY WHOM THOU HAST PUNISHED. {12:15} FORSOMUCH THEN AS THOU ART RIGHTEOUS THYSELF, THOU ORDEREST ALL THINGS RIGHTEOUSLY: THINKING IT NOT AGREEABLE WITH THY POWER TO CONDEMN HIM THAT HATH NOT DESERVED TO BE PUNISHED. {12:16} FOR THY POWER IS THE BEGINNING OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND BECAUSE THOU ART THE LORD OF ALL, IT MAKETH THEE TO BE GRACIOUS UNTO ALL. {12:17} FOR WHEN MEN WILL NOT BELIEVE THAT THOU ART OF A FULL POWER, THOU SHEWEST THY STRENGTH, AND AMONG THEM THAT KNOW IT THOU MAKEST THEIR BOLDNESS MANIFEST. {12:18} BUT THOU, MASTERING THY POWER, JUDGEST WITH EQUITY, AND ORDEREST US WITH GREAT FAVOUR: FOR THOU MAYEST USE POWER WHEN THOU WILT. {12:19} BUT BY SUCH WORKS HAST THOU TAUGHT THY PEOPLE THAT THE JUST MAN SHOULD BE MERCIFUL, AND HAST MADE THY CHILDREN TO BE OF A GOOD HOPE THAT THOU GIVEST REPENTANCE FOR SINS. {12:20} FOR IF THOU DIDST PUNISH THE ENEMIES OF THY CHILDREN, AND THE CONDEMNED TO DEATH, WITH SUCH DELIBERATION, GIVING THEM TIME AND PLACE, WHEREBY THEY MIGHT BE DELIVERED FROM THEIR MALICE: {12:21} WITH HOW GREAT CIRCUMSPECTION DIDST THOU JUDGE THINE OWN SONS, UNTO WHOSE FATHERS THOU HAST SWORN, AND MADE COVENANTS OF GOOD PROMISES? {12:22} THEREFORE, WHEREAS THOU DOST CHASTEN US, THOU SCOURGEST OUR ENEMIES A THOUSAND TIMES MORE, TO THE INTENT THAT, WHEN WE JUDGE, WE SHOULD CAREFULLY THINK OF THY GOODNESS, AND WHEN WE OURSELVES ARE JUDGED, WE SHOULD LOOK FOR MERCY. {12:23} WHEREFORE, WHEREAS MEN HAVE LIVED DISSOLUTELY AND UNRIGHTEOUSLY, THOU HAST TORMENTED THEM WITH THEIR OWN ABOMINATIONS. {12:24} FOR THEY WENT ASTRAY VERY FAR IN THE WAYS OF ERROR, AND HELD THEM FOR GODS, WHICH EVEN AMONG THE BEASTS OF THEIR ENEMIES WERE DESPISED, BEING DECEIVED, AS CHILDREN OF NO UNDERSTANDING. {12:25} THEREFORE UNTO THEM, AS TO CHILDREN WITHOUT THE USE OF REASON, THOU DIDST SEND A JUDGMENT TO MOCK THEM. {12:26} BUT THEY THAT WOULD NOT BE REFORMED BY THAT CORRECTION, WHEREIN HE DALLIED WITH THEM, SHALL FEEL A JUDGMENT WORTHY OF GOD. {12:27} FOR, LOOK, FOR WHAT THINGS THEY GRUDGED, WHEN THEY WERE PUNISHED, THAT IS, FOR THEM WHOM THEY THOUGHT TO BE GODS; [NOW] BEING PUNISHED IN THEM, WHEN THEY SAW IT, THEY ACKNOWLEDGED HIM TO BE THE TRUE GOD, WHOM BEFORE THEY DENIED TO KNOW: AND THEREFORE, CAME EXTREME DAMNATION UPON THEM. 
{13:1} SURELY VAIN ARE ALL MEN BY NATURE, WHO ARE IGNORANT OF GOD, AND COULD NOT OUT OF THE GOOD THINGS THAT ARE SEEN KNOW HIM THAT IS: NEITHER BY CONSIDERING THE WORKS DID THEY ACKNOWLEDGE THE WORKMASTER; {13:2} BUT DEEMED EITHER FIRE, OR WIND, OR THE SWIFT AIR, OR THE CIRCLE OF THE STARS, OR THE VIOLENT WATER, OR THE LIGHTS OF HEAVEN, TO BE THE GODS WHICH GOVERN THE WORLD. {13:3} WITH WHOSE BEAUTY IF THEY BEING DELIGHTED TOOK THEM TO BE GODS; LET THEM KNOW HOW MUCH BETTER THE LORD OF THEM IS: FOR THE FIRST AUTHOR OF BEAUTY HATH CREATED THEM. {13:4} BUT IF THEY WERE ASTONISHED AT THEIR POWER AND VIRTUE, LET THEM UNDERSTAND BY THEM, HOW MUCH MIGHTIER HE IS THAT MADE THEM. {13:5} FOR BY THE GREATNESS AND BEAUTY OF THE CREATURES PROPORTIONABLY THE [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THEM IS SEEN. {13:6} BUT YET FOR THIS THEY ARE THE LESS TO BE BLAMED: FOR THEY PERADVENTURE ERR, SEEKING GOD, AND DESIROUS TO FIND HIM. {13:7} FOR BEING CONVERSANT IN HIS WORKS THEY SEARCH HIM DILIGENTLY, AND BELIEVE THEIR SIGHT: BECAUSE THE THINGS ARE BEAUTIFUL THAT ARE SEEN. {13:8} HOWBEIT NEITHER ARE THEY TO BE PARDONED. {13:9} FOR IF THEY WERE ABLE TO KNOW SO MUCH, THAT THEY COULD AIM AT THE WORLD; HOW DID THEY NOT SOONER FIND OUT THE LORD THEREOF? {13:10} BUT MISERABLE ARE THEY, AND IN DEAD THINGS IS THEIR HOPE, WHO CALL THEM GODS, WHICH ARE THE WORKS OF MEN’S HANDS, GOLD AND SILVER, TO SHEW ART IN, AND RESEMBLANCES OF BEASTS, OR A STONE GOOD FOR NOTHING, THE WORK OF AN ANCIENT HAND. {13:11} NOW A CARPENTER THAT FELLETH TIMBER, AFTER HE HATH SAWN DOWN A TREE MEET FOR THE PURPOSE, AND TAKEN OFF ALL THE BARK SKILLFULLY ROUND ABOUT, AND HATH WROUGHT IT HANDSOMELY, AND MADE A VESSEL THEREOF FIT FOR THE SERVICE OF MAN’S LIFE; {13:12} AND AFTER SPENDING THE REFUSE OF HIS WORK TO DRESS HIS MEAT, HATH FILLED HIMSELF; {13:13} AND TAKING THE VERY REFUSE AMONG THOSE WHICH SERVED TO NO USE, BEING A CROOKED PIECE OF WOOD, AND FULL OF KNOTS, HATH CARVED IT DILIGENTLY, WHEN HE HAD NOTHING ELSE TO DO, AND FORMED IT BY THE SKILL OF HIS UNDERSTANDING, AND FASHIONED IT TO THE IMAGE OF A MAN; {13:14} OR MADE IT LIKE SOME VILE BEAST, LAYING IT OVER WITH VERMILION, AND WITH PAINT COLOURING IT RED, AND COVERING EVERY SPOT THEREIN; {13:15} AND WHEN HE HAD MADE A CONVENIENT ROOM FOR IT, SET IT IN A WALL, AND MADE IT FAST WITH IRON: {13:16} FOR HE PROVIDED FOR IT THAT IT MIGHT NOT FALL, KNOWING THAT IT WAS UNABLE TO HELP ITSELF; FOR IT IS AN IMAGE, AND HATH NEED OF HELP: {13:17} THEN MAKETH HE PRAYER FOR HIS GOODS, FOR HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN, AND IS NOT ASHAMED TO SPEAK TO THAT WHICH HATH NO LIFE. {13:18} FOR HEALTH HE CALLETH UPON THAT WHICH IS WEAK: FOR LIFE PRAYETH TO THAT WHICH IS DEAD; FOR AID HUMBLY BESEECHETH THAT WHICH HATH LEAST MEANS TO HELP: AND FOR A GOOD JOURNEY HE ASKETH OF THAT WHICH CANNOT SET A FOOT FORWARD: {13:19} AND FOR GAINING AND GETTING, AND FOR GOOD SUCCESS OF HIS HANDS, ASKETH ABILITY TO DO OF HIM, THAT IS MOST UNABLE TO DO ANY THING. 
{14:1} AGAIN, ONE PREPARING HIMSELF TO SAIL, AND ABOUT TO PASS THROUGH THE RAGING WAVES, CALLETH UPON A PIECE OF WOOD MORE-ROTTEN THAN THE VESSEL THAT CARRIETH HIM. {14:2} FOR VERILY DESIRE OF GAIN DEVISED THAT, AND THE WORKMAN BUILT IT BY HIS SKILL. {14:3} BUT THY PROVIDENCE, O FATHER [STEPHEN], GOVERNETH IT: FOR THOU HAST MADE A WAY IN THE SEA, AND A SAFE PATH IN THE WAVES; {14:4} SHEWING THAT THOU CANST SAVE FROM ALL DANGER: YEA, THOUGH A MAN WENT TO SEA WITHOUT ART. {14:5} NEVERTHELESS THOU WOULDEST NOT THAT THE WORKS OF THY WISDOM SHOULD BE IDLE, AND THEREFORE DO MEN COMMIT THEIR LIVES TO A SMALL PIECE OF WOOD, AND PASSING THE ROUGH SEA IN A WEAK VESSEL ARE SAVED. {14:6} FOR IN THE OLD TIME ALSO, WHEN THE PROUD GIANTS PERISHED, THE HOPE OF THE WORLD GOVERNED BY THY HAND ESCAPED IN A WEAK VESSEL, AND LEFT TO ALL AGES A SEED OF GENERATION. {14:7} FOR BLESSED IS THE WOOD WHEREBY RIGHTEOUSNESS COMETH. {14:8} BUT THAT WHICH IS MADE WITH HANDS IS CURSED, AS WELL IT, AS HE THAT MADE IT: HE, BECAUSE HE MADE IT; AND IT, BECAUSE, BEING CORRUPTIBLE, IT WAS CALLED GOD. {14:9} FOR THE UNGODLY AND HIS UNGODLINESS ARE BOTH ALIKE HATEFUL UNTO GOD. {14:10} FOR THAT WHICH IS MADE SHALL BE PUNISHED TOGETHER WITH HIM THAT MADE IT. {14:11} THEREFORE EVEN UPON THE IDOLS OF THE GENTILES SHALL THERE BE A VISITATION: BECAUSE IN THE CREATURE OF GOD THEY ARE BECOME AN ABOMINATION, AND STUMBLINGBLOCKS TO THE SOULS OF MEN, AND A SNARE TO THE FEET OF THE UNWISE. {14:12} FOR THE DEVISING OF IDOLS WAS THE BEGINNING OF SPIRITUAL FORNICATION, AND THE INVENTION OF THEM THE CORRUPTION OF LIFE. {14:13} FOR NEITHER WERE THEY FROM THE BEGINNING, NEITHER SHALL THEY BE FOR EVER. {14:14} FOR BY THE VAIN GLORY OF MEN THEY ENTERED INTO THE WORLD, AND THEREFORE SHALL THEY COME SHORTLY TO AN END. {14:15} FOR A FATHER AFFLICTED WITH UNTIMELY MOURNING, WHEN HE HATH MADE AN IMAGE OF HIS CHILD SOON TAKEN AWAY, NOW HONOURED HIM AS A GOD, WHICH WAS THEN A DEAD MAN, AND DELIVERED TO THOSE THAT WERE UNDER HIM CEREMONIES AND SACRIFICES. {14:16} THUS IN PROCESS OF TIME AN UNGODLY CUSTOM GROWN STRONG WAS KEPT AS A LAW, AND GRAVEN IMAGES WERE WORSHIPPED BY THE COMMANDMENTS OF KINGS. {14:17} WHOM MEN COULD NOT HONOUR IN PRESENCE, BECAUSE THEY DWELT FAR OFF, THEY TOOK THE COUNTERFEIT OF HIS VISAGE FROM FAR, AND MADE AN EXPRESS IMAGE OF A KING WHOM THEY HONOURED, TO THE END THAT BY THIS THEIR FORWARDNESS THEY MIGHT FLATTER HIM THAT WAS ABSENT, AS IF HE WERE PRESENT. {14:18} ALSO THE SINGULAR DILIGENCE OF THE ARTIFICER DID HELP TO SET FORWARD THE IGNORANT TO MORE SUPERSTITION. {14:19} FOR HE, PERADVENTURE WILLING TO PLEASE ONE IN AUTHORITY, FORCED ALL HIS SKILL TO MAKE THE RESEMBLANCE OF THE BEST FASHION. {14:20} AND SO THE MULTITUDE, ALLURED BY THE GRACE OF THE WORK, TOOK HIM NOW FOR A GOD, WHICH A LITTLE BEFORE WAS BUT HONOURED. {14:21} AND THIS WAS AN OCCASION TO DECEIVE THE WORLD: FOR MEN, SERVING EITHER CALAMITY OR TYRANNY, DID ASCRIBE UNTO STONES AND STOCKS THE INCOMMUNICABLE NAME. {14:22} MOREOVER THIS WAS NOT ENOUGH FOR THEM, THAT THEY ERRED IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD; BUT WHEREAS THEY LIVED IN THE GREAT WAR OF IGNORANCE, THOSE SO GREAT PLAGUES CALLED THEY PEACE. {14:23} FOR WHILST THEY SLEW THEIR CHILDREN IN SACRIFICES, OR USED SECRET CEREMONIES, OR MADE REVELLINGS OF STRANGE RITES; {14:24} THEY KEPT NEITHER LIVES NOR MARRIAGES ANY LONGER UNDEFILED: BUT EITHER ONE SLEW ANOTHER TRAITEROUSLY, OR GRIEVED HIM BY ADULTERY. {14:25} SO THAT THERE REIGNED IN ALL MEN WITHOUT EXCEPTION BLOOD, MANSLAUGHTER, THEFT, AND DISSIMULATION, CORRUPTION, UNFAITHFULNESS, TUMULTS, PERJURY, {14:26} DISQUIETING OF GOOD MEN, FORGETFULNESS OF GOOD TURNS, DEFILING OF SOULS, CHANGING OF KIND, DISORDER IN MARRIAGES, ADULTERY, AND SHAMELESS UNCLEANNESS. {14:27} FOR THE WORSHIPPING OF IDOLS NOT TO BE NAMED IS THE BEGINNING, THE CAUSE, AND THE END, OF ALL EVIL. {14:28} FOR EITHER THEY ARE MAD WHEN THEY BE MERRY, OR PROPHESY LIES, OR LIVE UNJUSTLY, OR ELSE LIGHTLY FORSWEAR THEMSELVES. {14:29} FOR INSOMUCH AS THEIR TRUST IS IN IDOLS, WHICH HAVE NO LIFE; THOUGH THEY SWEAR FALSELY, YET THEY LOOK NOT TO BE HURT. {14:30} HOWBEIT FOR BOTH CAUSES SHALL THEY BE JUSTLY PUNISHED: BOTH BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT NOT WELL OF GOD, GIVING HEED UNTO IDOLS, AND ALSO UNJUSTLY SWORE IN DECEIT, DESPISING HOLINESS. {14:31} FOR IT IS NOT THE POWER OF THEM BY WHOM THEY SWEAR: BUT IT IS THE JUST VENGEANCE OF SINNERS, THAT PUNISHETH ALWAYS THE OFFENCE OF THE UNGODLY. 
{15:1} BUT THOU, O GOD, ART GRACIOUS AND TRUE, LONGSUFFERING, AND IN MERCY ORDERING ALL THINGS, {15:2} FOR IF WE SIN, WE ARE THINE, KNOWING THY POWER: BUT WE WILL NOT SIN, KNOWING THAT WE ARE COUNTED THINE. {15:3} FOR TO KNOW THEE IS PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS: YEA, TO KNOW THY POWER IS THE ROOT OF IMMORTALITY. {15:4} FOR NEITHER DID THE MISCHIEVOUS INVENTION OF MEN DECEIVE US, NOR AN IMAGE SPOTTED WITH DIVERS COLOURS, THE PAINTER’S FRUITLESS LABOUR; {15:5} THE SIGHT WHEREOF ENTICETH FOOLS TO LUST AFTER IT, AND SO THEY DESIRE THE FORM OF A DEAD IMAGE, THAT HATH NO BREATH. {15:6} BOTH THEY THAT MAKE THEM, THEY THAT DESIRE THEM, AND THEY THAT WORSHIP THEM, ARE LOVERS OF EVIL THINGS, AND ARE WORTHY TO HAVE SUCH THINGS TO TRUST UPON. {15:7} FOR THE POTTER, TEMPERING SOFT EARTH, FASHIONETH EVERY VESSEL WITH MUCH LABOUR FOR OUR SERVICE: YEA, OF THE SAME CLAY HE MAKETH BOTH THE VESSELS THAT SERVE FOR CLEAN USES, AND LIKEWISE ALSO ALL SUCH AS SERVE TO THE CONTRARY: BUT WHAT IS THE USE OF EITHER SORT, THE POTTER HIMSELF IS THE JUDGE. {15:8} AND EMPLOYING HIS LABOURS LEWDLY, HE MAKETH A VAIN GOD OF THE SAME CLAY, EVEN HE WHICH A LITTLE BEFORE WAS MADE OF EARTH HIMSELF, AND WITHIN A LITTLE WHILE AFTER RETURNETH TO THE SAME, OUT WHEN HIS LIFE WHICH WAS LENT HIM SHALL BE DEMANDED. {15:9} NOTWITHSTANDING HIS CARE IS, NOT THAT HE SHALL HAVE MUCH LABOUR, NOR THAT HIS LIFE IS SHORT: BUT STRIVETH TO EXCEL GOLDSMITHS AND SILVERSMITHS, AND ENDEAVOURETH TO DO LIKE THE WORKERS IN BRASS, AND COUNTETH IT HIS GLORY TO MAKE COUNTERFEIT THINGS. {15:10} HIS HEART IS ASHES, HIS HOPE IS MORE-VILE THAN EARTH, AND HIS LIFE OF LESS VALUE THAN CLAY: {15:11} FORASMUCH AS HE KNEW NOT HIS [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND HIM THAT INSPIRED INTO HIM AN ACTIVE SOUL, AND BREATHED IN A LIVING SPIRIT. {15:12} BUT THEY COUNTED OUR LIFE A PASTIME, AND OUR TIME HERE A MARKET FOR GAIN: FOR, SAY THEY, WE MUST BE GETTING EVERY WAY, THOUGH IT BE BY EVIL MEANS. {15:13} FOR THIS MAN, THAT OF EARTHLY MATTER MAKETH BRITTLE VESSELS AND GRAVEN IMAGES, KNOWETH HIMSELF TO OFFEND ABOVE ALL OTHERS. {15:14} AND ALL THE ENEMIES OF THY PEOPLE, THAT HOLD THEM IN SUBJECTION, ARE MOST FOOLISH, AND ARE MORE MISERABLE THAN VERY BABES. {15:15} FOR THEY COUNTED ALL THE IDOLS OF THE HEATHEN TO BE GODS: WHICH NEITHER HAVE THE USE OF EYES TO SEE, NOR NOSES TO DRAW BREATH, NOR EARS TO HEAR, NOR FINGERS OF HANDS TO HANDLE; AND AS FOR THEIR FEET, THEY ARE SLOW TO GO. {15:16} FOR MAN MADE THEM, AND HE THAT BORROWED HIS OWN SPIRIT FASHIONED THEM: BUT NO MAN CAN MAKE A GOD LIKE UNTO HIMSELF. {15:17} FOR BEING MORTAL, HE WORKETH A DEAD THING WITH WICKED HANDS: FOR HE HIMSELF IS BETTER THAN THE THINGS WHICH HE WORSHIPPETH: WHEREAS HE LIVED ONCE, BUT THEY NEVER. {15:18} YEA, THEY WORSHIPPED THOSE BEASTS ALSO THAT ARE MOST HATEFUL: FOR BEING COMPARED TOGETHER, SOME ARE WORSE THAN OTHERS. {15:19} NEITHER ARE THEY BEAUTIFUL, SO MUCH AS TO BE DESIRED IN RESPECT OF BEASTS: BUT THEY WENT WITHOUT THE PRAISE OF GOD AND HIS BLESSING.
{16:1} THEREFORE BY THE LIKE, WERE THEY PUNISHED WORTHILY, AND BY THE MULTITUDE OF BEASTS TORMENTED. {16:2} INSTEAD OF WHICH PUNISHMENT, DEALING GRACIOUSLY WITH THINE OWN PEOPLE, THOU PREPAREDST FOR THEM MEAT OF A STRANGE TASTE, EVEN QUAILS TO STIR UP THEIR APPETITE: {16:3} TO THE END THAT THEY, DESIRING FOOD, MIGHT FOR THE UGLY SIGHT OF THE BEASTS SENT AMONG THEM LOTHE EVEN THAT, WHICH THEY MUST NEEDS DESIRE; BUT THESE, SUFFERING PENURY FOR A SHORT SPACE, MIGHT BE MADE PARTAKERS OF A STRANGE TASTE. {16:4} FOR IT WAS REQUISITE, THAT UPON THEM EXERCISING TYRANNY SHOULD COME PENURY, WHICH THEY COULD NOT AVOID: BUT TO THESE IT SHOULD ONLY BE SHEWED HOW THEIR ENEMIES WERE TORMENTED. {16:5} FOR WHEN THE HORRIBLE FIERCENESS OF BEASTS CAME UPON THESE, AND THEY PERISHED WITH THE STINGS OF CROOKED SERPENTS, THY WRATH ENDURED NOT FOR EVER: {16:6} BUT THEY WERE TROUBLED FOR A SMALL SEASON, THAT THEY MIGHT BE ADMONISHED, HAVING A SIGN OF SALVATION, TO PUT THEM IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE COMMANDMENT OF THY LAW. {16:7} FOR HE THAT TURNED HIMSELF TOWARD IT WAS NOT SAVED BY THE THING THAT HE SAW, BUT BY THEE, THAT ART THE SAVIOUR OF ALL. {16:8} AND IN THIS THOU MADEST THINE ENEMIES CONFESS, THAT IT IS THOU WHO DELIVEREST FROM ALL EVIL: {16:9} FOR THEM THE BITINGS OF GRASSHOPPERS AND FLIES KILLED, NEITHER WAS THERE FOUND ANY REMEDY FOR THEIR LIFE: FOR THEY WERE WORTHY TO BE PUNISHED BY SUCH. {16:10} BUT THY SONS NOT THE VERY TEETH OF VENOMOUS DRAGONS OVERCAME: FOR THY MERCY WAS EVER BY THEM, AND HEALED THEM. {16:11} FOR THEY WERE PRICKED, THAT THEY SHOULD REMEMBER THY WORDS; AND WERE QUICKLY SAVED, THAT NOT FALLING INTO DEEP FORGETFULNESS, THEY MIGHT BE CONTINUALLY MINDFUL OF THY GOODNESS. {16:12} FOR IT WAS NEITHER HERB, NOR MOLLIFYING PLAISTER, THAT RESTORED THEM TO HEALTH: BUT THY WORD, O LORD, WHICH HEALETH ALL THINGS. {16:13} FOR THOU HAST POWER OF LIFE AND DEATH: THOU LEADEST TO THE GATES OF HELL, AND BRINGEST UP AGAIN. {16:14} A MAN INDEED KILLETH THROUGH HIS MALICE: AND THE SPIRIT, WHEN IT IS GONE FORTH, RETURNETH NOT; NEITHER THE SOUL RECEIVED UP COMETH AGAIN. {16:15} BUT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO ESCAPE THINE HAND. {16:16} FOR THE UNGODLY, THAT DENIED TO KNOW THEE, WERE SCOURGED BY THE STRENGTH OF THINE ARM: WITH STRANGE RAINS, HAILS, AND SHOWERS, WERE THEY PERSECUTED, THAT THEY COULD NOT AVOID, AND THROUGH FIRE, WERE THEY CONSUMED. {16:17} FOR, WHICH IS MOST TO BE WONDERED AT, THE FIRE HAD MORE FORCE IN THE WATER, THAT QUENCHETH ALL THINGS: FOR THE WORLD FIGHTETH FOR THE RIGHTEOUS. {16:18} FOR SOMETIME THE FLAME WAS MITIGATED, THAT IT MIGHT NOT BURN UP THE BEASTS THAT WERE SENT AGAINST THE UNGODLY; BUT THEMSELVES MIGHT SEE AND PERCEIVE THAT THEY WERE PERSECUTED WITH THE JUDGMENT OF GOD. {16:19} AND AT ANOTHER TIME IT BURNETH EVEN IN THE MIDST OF WATER ABOVE THE POWER OF FIRE, THAT IT MIGHT DESTROY THE FRUITS OF AN UNJUST LAND. {16:20} INSTEAD WHEREOF THOU FEDDEST THINE OWN PEOPLE WITH ANGELS’ FOOD, AND DIDST SEND THEM FROM HEAVEN BREAD PREPARED WITHOUT THEIR LABOUR, ABLE TO CONTENT EVERY MAN’S DELIGHT, AND AGREEING TO EVERY TASTE. {16:21} FOR THY SUSTENANCE DECLARED THY SWEETNESS UNTO THY CHILDREN, AND SERVING TO THE APPETITE OF THE EATER, TEMPERED ITSELF TO EVERY MAN’S LIKING. {16:22} BUT SNOW AND ICE ENDURED THE FIRE, AND MELTED NOT, THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THAT FIRE BURNING IN THE HAIL, AND SPARKLING IN THE RAIN, DID DESTROY THE FRUITS OF THE ENEMIES. {16:23} BUT THIS AGAIN DID EVEN FORGET HIS OWN STRENGTH, THAT THE RIGHTEOUS MIGHT BE NOURISHED. {16:24} FOR THE CREATURE THAT SERVETH THEE, WHO ART THE [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] INCREASETH HIS STRENGTH AGAINST THE UNRIGHTEOUS FOR THEIR PUNISHMENT, AND ABATETH HIS STRENGTH FOR THE BENEFIT OF SUCH AS PUT THEIR TRUST IN THEE. {16:25} THEREFORE EVEN THEN WAS IT ALTERED INTO ALL FASHIONS, AND WAS OBEDIENT TO THY GRACE, THAT NOURISHETH ALL THINGS, ACCORDING TO THE DESIRE OF THEM THAT HAD NEED: {16:26} THAT THY CHILDREN, O LORD, WHOM THOU LOVEST, MIGHT KNOW, THAT IT IS NOT THE GROWING OF FRUITS THAT NOURISHETH MAN: BUT THAT IT IS THY WORD, WHICH PRESERVETH THEM THAT PUT THEIR TRUST IN THEE. {16:27} FOR THAT WHICH WAS NOT DESTROYED OF THE FIRE, BEING WARMED WITH A LITTLE SUNBEAM, SOON MELTED AWAY: {16:28} THAT IT MIGHT BE KNOWN, THAT WE MUST PREVENT THE SUN TO GIVE THEE THANKS, AND AT THE DAYSPRING PRAY UNTO THEE. {16:29} FOR THE HOPE OF THE UNTHANKFUL SHALL MELT AWAY AS THE WINTER’S HOAR FROST, AND SHALL RUN AWAY AS UNPROFITABLE WATER.
{17:1} FOR GREAT ARE THY JUDGMENTS, AND CANNOT BE EXPRESSED: THEREFORE, UNNURTURED SOULS HAVE ERRED. {17:2} FOR WHEN UNRIGHTEOUS MEN THOUGHT TO OPPRESS THE HOLY NATION; THEY BEING SHUT UP IN THEIR HOUSES, THE PRISONERS OF DARKNESS, AND FETTERED WITH THE BONDS OF A LONG NIGHT, LAY [THERE] EXILED FROM THE ETERNAL PROVIDENCE. {17:3} FOR WHILE THEY SUPPOSED TO LIE HID IN THEIR SECRET SINS, THEY WERE SCATTERED UNDER A DARK VEIL OF FORGETFULNESS, BEING HORRIBLY ASTONISHED, AND TROUBLED WITH [STRANGE] APPARITIONS. {17:4} FOR NEITHER MIGHT THE CORNER THAT HELD THEM KEEP THEM FROM FEAR: BUT NOISES [AS OF WATERS] FALLING DOWN SOUNDED ABOUT THEM, AND SAD VISIONS APPEARED UNTO THEM WITH HEAVY COUNTENANCES. {17:5} NO POWER OF THE FIRE MIGHT GIVE THEM LIGHT: NEITHER COULD THE BRIGHT FLAMES OF THE STARS ENDURE TO LIGHTEN THAT HORRIBLE NIGHT. {17:6} ONLY THERE APPEARED UNTO THEM A FIRE KINDLED OF ITSELF, VERY DREADFUL: FOR BEING MUCH TERRIFIED, THEY THOUGHT THE THINGS WHICH THEY SAW TO BE WORSE THAN THE SIGHT THEY SAW NOT. {17:7} AS FOR THE ILLUSIONS OF ART MAGICK, THEY WERE PUT DOWN, AND THEIR VAUNTING IN WISDOM WAS REPROVED WITH DISGRACE. {17:8} FOR THEY, THAT PROMISED TO DRIVE AWAY TERRORS AND TROUBLES FROM A SICK SOUL, WERE SICK THEMSELVES OF FEAR, WORTHY TO BE LAUGHED AT. {17:9} FOR THOUGH NO TERRIBLE THING DID FEAR THEM; YET BEING SCARED WITH BEASTS THAT PASSED BY, AND HISSING OF SERPENTS, {17:10} THEY DIED FOR FEAR, DENYING THAT THEY SAW THE AIR, WHICH COULD OF NO SIDE BE AVOIDED. {17:11} FOR WICKEDNESS, CONDEMNED BY HER OWN WITNESS, IS VERY TIMOROUS, AND BEING PRESSED WITH CONSCIENCE, ALWAYS FORECASTETH GRIEVOUS THINGS. {17:12} FOR FEAR IS NOTHING ELSE BUT A BETRAYING OF THE SUCCOURS WHICH REASON OFFERETH. {17:13} AND THE EXPECTATION FROM WITHIN, BEING LESS, COUNTETH THE IGNORANCE MORE THAN THE CAUSE WHICH BRINGETH THE TORMENT. {17:14} BUT THEY SLEEPING THE SAME SLEEP THAT NIGHT, WHICH WAS INDEED INTOLERABLE, AND WHICH CAME UPON THEM OUT OF THE BOTTOMS OF INEVITABLE HELL, {17:15} WERE PARTLY VEXED WITH MONSTROUS APPARITIONS, AND PARTLY FAINTED, THEIR HEART FAILING THEM: FOR A SUDDEN FEAR, AND NOT LOOKED FOR, CAME UPON THEM. {17:16} SO THEN WHOSOEVER THERE FELL DOWN WAS STRAITLY KEPT, SHUT UP IN A PRISON WITHOUT IRON BARS, {17:17} FOR WHETHER HE, WERE HUSBANDMAN, OR SHEPHERD, OR A LABOURER IN THE FIELD, HE WAS OVERTAKEN, AND ENDURED THAT NECESSITY, WHICH COULD NOT BE AVOIDED: FOR THEY WERE ALL BOUND WITH ONE CHAIN OF DARKNESS. {17:18} WHETHER IT, WERE A WHISTLING WIND, OR A MELODIOUS NOISE OF BIRDS AMONG THE SPREADING BRANCHES, OR A PLEASING FALL OF WATER RUNNING VIOLENTLY, {17:19} OR A TERRIBLE SOUND OF STONES CAST DOWN, OR A RUNNING THAT COULD NOT BE SEEN OF SKIPPING BEASTS, OR A ROARING VOICE OF MOST SAVAGE WILD BEASTS, OR A REBOUNDING ECHO FROM THE HOLLOW MOUNTAINS; THESE THINGS MADE THEM TO SWOON FOR FEAR. {17:20} FOR THE WHOLE WORLD SHINED WITH CLEAR LIGHT, AND NONE WERE HINDERED IN THEIR LABOUR: {17:21} OVER THEM ONLY WAS SPREAD A HEAVY NIGHT, AN IMAGE OF THAT DARKNESS WHICH SHOULD AFTERWARD RECEIVE THEM: BUT YET WERE THEY UNTO THEMSELVES MORE GRIEVOUS THAN THE DARKNESS. 
{18:1} NEVERTHELESS THY SAINTS HAD A VERY GREAT LIGHT, WHOSE VOICE THEY HEARING, AND NOT SEEING THEIR SHAPE, BECAUSE THEY ALSO HAD NOT SUFFERED THE SAME THINGS, THEY COUNTED THEM HAPPY. {18:2} BUT FOR THAT THEY DID NOT HURT THEM NOW, OF WHOM THEY HAD BEEN WRONGED BEFORE, THEY THANKED THEM, AND BESOUGHT THEM PARDON FOR THAT THEY HAD BEEN ENEMIES. {18:3} INSTEAD WHEREOF THOU GAVEST THEM A BURNING PILLAR OF FIRE, BOTH TO BE A GUIDE OF THE UNKNOWN JOURNEY, AND A HARMLESS SUN TO ENTERTAIN THEM HONOURABLY. {18:4} FOR THEY WERE WORTHY TO BE DEPRIVED OF LIGHT AND IMPRISONED IN DARKNESS, WHO HAD KEPT THY SONS SHUT UP, BY WHOM THE UNCORRUPT LIGHT OF THE LAW WAS TO BE GIVEN UNTO THE WORLD. {18:5} AND WHEN THEY HAD DETERMINED TO SLAY THE BABES OF THE SAINTS, ONE CHILD BEING CAST FORTH, AND SAVED, TO REPROVE THEM, THOU TOOKEST AWAY THE MULTITUDE OF THEIR CHILDREN, AND DESTROYEDST THEM ALTOGETHER IN A MIGHTY WATER. {18:6} OF THAT NIGHT WERE OUR FATHERS CERTIFIED AFORE, THAT ASSUREDLY KNOWING UNTO WHAT OATHS THEY HAD GIVEN CREDENCE, THEY MIGHT AFTERWARDS BE OF GOOD CHEER. {18:7} SO OF THY PEOPLE WAS ACCEPTED BOTH THE SALVATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS, AND DESTRUCTION OF THE ENEMIES. {18:8} FOR WHEREWITH THOU DIDST PUNISH OUR ADVERSARIES, BY THE SAME THOU DIDST GLORIFY US, WHOM THOU HADST CALLED. {18:9} FOR THE RIGHTEOUS CHILDREN OF GOOD MEN DID SACRIFICE SECRETLY, AND WITH ONE CONSENT MADE A HOLY LAW, THAT THE SAINTS SHOULD BE LIKE PARTAKERS OF THE SAME GOOD AND EVIL, THE FATHERS NOW SINGING OUT THE SONGS OF PRAISE. {18:10} BUT ON THE OTHER SIDE THERE SOUNDED AN ILL ACCORDING CRY OF THE ENEMIES, AND A LAMENTABLE NOISE WAS CARRIED ABROAD FOR CHILDREN THAT WERE BEWAILED. {18:11} THE MASTER AND THE SERVANT WERE PUNISHED AFTER ONE MANNER; AND LIKE AS THE KING, SO SUFFERED THE COMMON PERSON. {18:12} SO THEY ALL TOGETHER HAD INNUMERABLE DEAD WITH ONE KIND OF DEATH; NEITHER WERE THE LIVING SUFFICIENT TO BURY THEM: FOR IN ONE MOMENT THE NOBLEST OFFSPRING OF THEM WAS DESTROYED. {18:13} FOR WHEREAS THEY WOULD NOT BELIEVE ANY THING BY REASON OF THE ENCHANTMENTS; UPON THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FIRSTBORN, THEY ACKNOWLEDGED THIS PEOPLE TO BE THE SONS OF GOD. {18:14} FOR WHILE ALL THINGS WERE IN QUIET SILENCE, AND THAT NIGHT WAS IN THE MIDST OF HER SWIFT COURSE, {18:15} THINE ALMIGHTY WORD LEAPED DOWN FROM HEAVEN OUT OF THY ROYAL THRONE, AS A FIERCE MAN OF WAR INTO THE MIDST OF A LAND OF DESTRUCTION, {18:16} AND BROUGHT THINE UNFEIGNED COMMANDMENT AS A SHARP SWORD, AND STANDING UP FILLED ALL THINGS WITH DEATH; AND IT TOUCHED THE HEAVEN, BUT IT STOOD UPON THE EARTH. {18:17} THEN SUDDENLY VISIONS OF HORRIBLE DREAMS TROUBLED THEM SORE, AND TERRORS CAME UPON THEM UNLOOKED FOR. {18:18} AND ONE THROWN HERE, AND ANOTHER THERE, HALF DEAD, SHEWED THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH. {18:19} FOR THE DREAMS THAT TROUBLED THEM DID FORESHEW THIS, LEST THEY SHOULD PERISH, AND NOT KNOW WHY THEY WERE AFFLICTED. {18:20} YEA, THE TASTING OF DEATH TOUCHED THE RIGHTEOUS ALSO, AND THERE WAS A DESTRUCTION OF THE MULTITUDE IN THE WILDERNESS: BUT THE WRATH ENDURED NOT LONG. {18:21} FOR THEN THE BLAMELESS MAN MADE HASTE, AND STOOD FORTH TO DEFEND THEM; AND BRINGING THE SHIELD OF HIS PROPER MINISTRY, EVEN PRAYER, AND THE PROPITIATION OF INCENSE, SET HIMSELF AGAINST THE WRATH, AND SO BROUGHT THE CALAMITY TO AN END, DECLARING THAT HE WAS THY SERVANT. {18:22} SO HE OVERCAME THE DESTROYER, NOT WITH STRENGTH OF BODY, NOR FORCE OF ARMS, BUT WITH A WORD SUBDUED HIM THAT PUNISHED, ALLEGING THE OATHS AND COVENANTS MADE WITH THE FATHERS. {18:23} FOR WHEN THE DEAD WERE NOW FALLEN DOWN BY HEAPS ONE UPON ANOTHER, STANDING BETWEEN, HE STAYED THE WRATH, AND PARTED THE WAY TO THE LIVING. {18:24} FOR IN THE LONG GARMENT WAS THE WHOLE WORLD, AND IN THE FOUR ROWS OF THE STONES WAS THE GLORY OF THE FATHERS GRAVEN, AND THY MAJESTY UPON THE DAIDEM OF HIS HEAD. {18:25} UNTO THESE THE DESTROYER GAVE PLACE, AND WAS AFRAID OF THEM: FOR IT WAS ENOUGH THAT THEY ONLY TASTED OF THE WRATH. 
{19:1} AS FOR THE UNGODLY, WRATH CAME UPON THEM WITHOUT MERCY UNTO THE END: FOR HE KNEW BEFORE WHAT THEY WOULD DO; {19:2} HOW THAT HAVING GIVEN THEM LEAVE TO DEPART, AND SENT THEM HASTILY AWAY, THEY WOULD REPENT AND PURSUE THEM. {19:3} FOR WHILST THEY WERE YET MOURNING AND MAKING LAMENTATION AT THE GRAVES OF THE DEAD, THEY ADDED ANOTHER FOOLISH DEVICE, AND PURSUED THEM AS FUGITIVES, WHOM THEY HAD INTREATED TO BE GONE. {19:4} FOR THE DESTINY, WHEREOF THEY WERE WORTHY, DREW THEM UNTO THIS END, AND MADE THEM FORGET THE THINGS THAT HAD ALREADY HAPPENED, THAT THEY MIGHT FULFIL THE PUNISHMENT WHICH WAS WANTING TO THEIR TORMENTS: {19:5} AND THAT THY PEOPLE MIGHT PASS A WONDERFUL WAY: BUT THEY MIGHT FIND A STRANGE DEATH. {19:6} FOR THE WHOLE CREATURE IN HIS PROPER KIND WAS FASHIONED AGAIN ANEW, SERVING THE PECULIAR COMMANDMENTS THAT WERE GIVEN UNTO THEM, THAT THY CHILDREN MIGHT BE KEPT WITHOUT HURT: {19:7} AS NAMELY, A CLOUD SHADOWING THE CAMP; AND WHERE WATER STOOD BEFORE, DRY LAND APPEARED; AND OUT OF THE RED SEA A WAY WITHOUT IMPEDIMENT; AND OUT OF THE VIOLENT STREAM A GREEN FIELD: {19:8} WHERETHROUGH ALL THE PEOPLE WENT THAT WERE DEFENDED WITH THY HAND, SEEING THY MARVELLOUS STRANGE WONDERS. {19:9} FOR THEY WENT AT LARGE LIKE HORSES, AND LEAPED LIKE LAMBS, PRAISING THEE, O LORD, WHO HADST DELIVERED THEM. {19:10} FOR THEY WERE YET MINDFUL OF THE THINGS THAT WERE DONE WHILE THEY SOJOURNED IN THE STRANGE LAND, HOW THE GROUND BROUGHT FORTH FLIES INSTEAD OF CATTLE, AND HOW THE RIVER CAST UP A MULTITUDE OF FROGS INSTEAD OF FISHES. {19:11} BUT AFTERWARDS THEY SAW A NEW GENERATION OF FOWLS, WHEN, BEING LED WITH THEIR APPETITE, THEY ASKED DELICATE MEATS. {19:12} FOR QUAILS CAME UP UNTO THEM FROM THE SEA FOR THEIR CONTENTMENT. {19:13} AND PUNISHMENTS CAME UPON THE SINNERS NOT WITHOUT FORMER SIGNS BY THE FORCE OF THUNDERS: FOR THEY SUFFERED JUSTLY ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN WICKEDNESS, INSOMUCH AS THEY USED A MORE HARD AND HATEFUL BEHAVIOUR TOWARD STRANGERS. {19:14} FOR THE SODOMITES DID NOT RECEIVE THOSE, WHOM THEY KNEW NOT WHEN THEY CAME: BUT THESE BROUGHT FRIENDS INTO BONDAGE, THAT HAD WELL DESERVED OF THEM. {19:15} AND NOT ONLY SO, BUT PERADVENTURE SOME RESPECT SHALL BE HAD OF THOSE, BECAUSE THEY USED STRANGERS NOT FRIENDLY: {19:16} BUT THESE VERY GRIEVOUSLY AFFLICTED THEM, WHOM THEY HAD RECEIVED WITH FEASTINGS, AND WERE ALREADY MADE PARTAKERS OF THE SAME LAWS WITH THEM. {19:17} THEREFORE EVEN WITH BLINDNESS WERE THESE STRICKEN, AS THOSE WERE AT THE DOORS OF THE RIGHTEOUS MAN: WHEN, BEING COMPASSED ABOUT WITH HORRIBLE GREAT DARKNESS, EVERY ONE SOUGHT THE PASSAGE OF HIS OWN DOORS. {19:18} FOR THE ELEMENTS WERE CHANGED IN THEMSELVES BY A KIND OF HARMONY, LIKE AS IN A PSALTERY NOTES CHANGE THE NAME OF THE TUNE, AND YET ARE ALWAYS SOUNDS; WHICH MAY WELL BE PERCEIVED BY THE SIGHT OF THE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN DONE. {19:19} FOR EARTHLY THINGS WERE TURNED INTO WATERY, AND THE THINGS, THAT BEFORE SWAM IN THE WATER, NOW WENT UPON THE GROUND. {19:20} THE FIRE HAD POWER IN THE WATER, FORGETTING HIS OWN VIRTUE: AND THE WATER FORGAT HIS OWN QUENCHING NATURE. {19:21} ON THE OTHER SIDE, THE FLAMES WASTED NOT THE FLESH OF THE CORRUPTIBLE LIVING THINGS, THOUGH THEY WALKED THEREIN; NEITHER MELTED THEY THE ICY KIND OF HEAVENLY MEAT THAT WAS OF NATURE APT TO MELT. {19:22} FOR IN ALL THINGS, O LORD, THOU DIDST MAGNIFY THY PEOPLE, AND GLORIFY THEM, NEITHER DIDST THOU LIGHTLY REGARD THEM: BUT DIDST ASSIST THEM IN EVERY TIME AND PLACE. 
THE WISDOM OF THE GRANDFATHER JESUS THE SON OF SIRACH ALSO KNOWN AS THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTICUS
A PROLOGUE MADE BY AN UNCERTAIN AUTHOR: THIS JESUS WAS THE SON OF SIRACH, AND GRANDCHILD TO JESUS OF THE SAME NAME WITH HIM: THIS MAN THEREFORE LIVED IN THE LATTER TIMES, AFTER THE PEOPLE HAD BEEN LED AWAY CAPTIVE, AND CALLED HOME A AGAIN, AND ALMOST AFTER ALL THE PROPHETS. NOW HIS GRANDFATHER JESUS, AS HE HIMSELF WITNESSETH, WAS A MAN OF GREAT DILIGENCE AND WISDOM AMONG THE HEBREWS, WHO DID NOT ONLY GATHER THE GRAVE AND SHORT SENTENCES OF WISE MEN, THAT HAD BEEN BEFORE HIM, BUT HIMSELF ALSO UTTERED SOME OF HIS OWN, FULL OF MUCH UNDERSTANDING AND WISDOM. WHEN AS THEREFORE THE FIRST JESUS DIED, LEAVING THIS BOOK ALMOST PERFECTED, SIRACH HIS SON RECEIVING IT AFTER HIM LEFT IT TO HIS OWN SON JESUS, WHO, HAVING GOTTEN IT INTO HIS HANDS, COMPILED IT ALL ORDERLY INTO ONE VOLUME, AND CALLED IT WISDOM, INTITULING IT BOTH BY HIS OWN NAME, HIS FATHER’S NAME, AND HIS GRANDFATHER’S; ALLURING THE HEARER BY THE VERY NAME OF WISDOM TO HAVE A GREATER LOVE TO THE STUDY OF THIS BOOK. IT CONTAINETH THEREFORE WISE SAYINGS, DARK SENTENCES, AND PARABLES, AND CERTAIN PARTICULAR ANCIENT GODLY STORIES OF MEN THAT PLEASED GOD; ALSO, HIS PRAYER AND SONG; MOREOVER, WHAT BENEFITS GOD HAD VOUCHSAFED HIS PEOPLE, AND WHAT PLAGUES HE HAD HEAPED UPON THEIR ENEMIES. THIS JESUS DID IMITATE SOLOMON, AND WAS NO LESS FAMOUS FOR WISDOM AND LEARNING, BOTH BEING INDEED A MAN OF GREAT LEARNING, AND SO REPUTED ALSO.
THE PROLOGUE OF THE WISDOM OF JESUS THE SON OF SIRACH: WHEREAS MANY AND GREAT THINGS HAVE BEEN DELIVERED UNTO US BY THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND BY OTHERS THAT HAVE FOLLOWED THEIR STEPS, FOR THE WHICH THINGS ISRAEL OUGHT TO BE COMMENDED FOR LEARNING AND WISDOM; AND WHEREOF NOT ONLY THE READERS MUST NEEDS BECOME SKILFUL THEMSELVES, BUT ALSO THEY THAT DESIRE TO LEARN BE ABLE TO PROFIT THEM WHICH ARE WITHOUT, BOTH BY SPEAKING AND WRITING: MY GRANDFATHER JESUS, WHEN HE HAD MUCH GIVEN HIMSELF TO THE READING OF THE LAW, AND THE PROPHETS, AND OTHER BOOKS OF OUR FATHERS, AND HAD GOTTEN THEREIN GOOD JUDGMENT, WAS DRAWN ON ALSO HIMSELF TO WRITE SOMETHING PERTAINING TO LEARNING AND WISDOM; TO THE INTENT THAT THOSE WHICH ARE DESIROUS TO LEARN, AND ARE ADDICTED TO THESE THINGS, MIGHT PROFIT MUCH MORE IN LIVING ACCORDING TO THE LAW. WHEREFORE LET ME INTREAT YOU TO READ IT WITH FAVOUR AND ATTENTION, AND TO PARDON US, WHEREIN WE MAY SEEM TO COME SHORT OF SOME WORDS, WHICH WE HAVE LABOURED TO INTERPRET. FOR THE SAME THINGS UTTERED IN HEBREW, AND TRANSLATED INTO ANOTHER TONGUE, HAVE NOT THE SAME FORCE IN THEM: AND NOT ONLY THESE THINGS, BUT THE LAW ITSELF, AND THE PROPHETS, AND THE REST OF THE BOOKS, HAVE NO SMALL DIFFERENCE, WHEN THEY ARE SPOKEN IN THEIR OWN LANGUAGE. FOR IN THE EIGHT AND THIRTIETH YEAR COMING INTO EGYPT, WHEN EUERGETES WAS KING, AND CONTINUING THERE SOME TIME, I FOUND A BOOK OF NO SMALL LEARNING: THEREFORE I THOUGHT IT MOST NECESSARY FOR ME TO BESTOW SOME DILIGENCE AND TRAVAIL TO INTERPRET IT; USING GREAT WATCHFULNESS AND SKILL IN THAT SPACE TO BRING THE BOOK TO AN END, AND SET IT FORTH FOR THEM ALSO, WHICH IN A STRANGE COUNTRY ARE WILLING TO LEARN, BEING PREPARED BEFORE IN MANNERS TO LIVE AFTER THE LAW.
{1:1} ALL WISDOM COMETH FROM THE LORD, AND IS WITH HIM FOR EVER. {1:2} WHO CAN NUMBER THE SAND OF THE SEA, AND THE DROPS OF RAIN, AND THE DAYS OF ETERNITY? {1:3} WHO CAN FIND OUT THE HEIGHT OF HEAVEN, AND THE BREADTH OF THE EARTH, AND THE DEEP, AND WISDOM? {1:4} WISDOM HATH BEEN CREATED BEFORE ALL THINGS, AND THE UNDERSTANDING OF PRUDENCE FROM EVERLASTING. {1:5} THE WORD OF GOD MOST HIGH IS THE FOUNTAIN OF WISDOM; AND HER WAYS ARE EVERLASTING COMMANDMENTS. {1:6} TO WHOM HATH THE ROOT OF WISDOM BEEN REVEALED? OR WHO HATH KNOWN HER WISE COUNSELS? {1:7} [UNTO WHOM HATH THE KNOWLEDGE OF WISDOM BEEN MADE MANIFEST? AND WHO HATH UNDERSTOOD HER GREAT EXPERIENCE?] {1:8} THERE IS ONE WISE AND GREATLY TO BE FEARED, THE LORD SITTING UPON HIS THRONE. {1:9} HE CREATED HER, AND SAW HER, AND NUMBERED HER, AND POURED HER OUT UPON ALL HIS WORKS. {1:10} SHE IS WITH ALL FLESH ACCORDING TO HIS GIFT, AND HE HATH GIVEN HER TO THEM THAT LOVE HIM. {1:11} THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS HONOUR, AND GLORY, AND GLADNESS, AND A CROWN OF REJOICING. {1:12} THE FEAR OF THE LORD MAKETH A MERRY HEART, AND GIVETH JOY, AND GLADNESS, AND A LONG LIFE. {1:13} WHOSO FEARETH THE LORD, IT SHALL GO WELL WITH HIM AT THE LAST, AND HE SHALL FIND FAVOUR IN THE DAY OF HIS DEATH. {1:14} TO FEAR THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM: AND IT WAS CREATED WITH THE FAITHFUL IN THE WOMB. {1:15} SHE HATH BUILT AN EVERLASTING FOUNDATION WITH MEN, AND SHE SHALL CONTINUE WITH THEIR SEED. {1:16} TO FEAR THE LORD IS FULNESS OF WISDOM, AND FILLETH MEN WITH HER FRUITS. {1:17} SHE FILLETH ALL THEIR HOUSE WITH THINGS DESIRABLE, AND THE GARNERS WITH HER INCREASE. {1:18} THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS A CROWN OF WISDOM, MAKING PEACE AND PERFECT HEALTH TO FLOURISH; BOTH WHICH ARE THE GIFTS OF GOD: AND IT ENLARGETH THEIR REJOICING THAT LOVE HIM. {1:19} WISDOM RAINETH DOWN SKILL AND KNOWLEDGE OF UNDERSTANDING STANDING, AND EXALTETH THEM TO HONOUR THAT HOLD HER FAST. {1:20} THE ROOT OF WISDOM IS TO FEAR THE LORD, AND THE BRANCHES THEREOF ARE LONG LIFE. {1:21} THE FEAR OF THE LORD DRIVETH AWAY SINS: AND WHERE IT IS PRESENT, IT TURNETH AWAY WRATH. {1:22} A FURIOUS MAN CANNOT BE JUSTIFIED; FOR THE SWAY OF HIS FURY SHALL BE HIS DESTRUCTION. {1:23} A PATIENT MAN WILL TEAR FOR A TIME, AND AFTERWARD JOY SHALL SPRING UP UNTO HIM. {1:24} HE WILL HIDE HIS WORDS FOR A TIME, AND THE LIPS OF MANY SHALL DECLARE HIS WISDOM. {1:25} THE PARABLES OF KNOWLEDGE ARE IN THE TREASURES OF WISDOM: BUT GODLINESS IS AN ABOMINATION TO A SINNER. {1:26} IF THOU DESIRE WISDOM, KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS, AND THE LORD SHALL GIVE HER UNTO THEE. {1:27} FOR THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS WISDOM AND INSTRUCTION: AND FAITH AND MEEKNESS ARE HIS DELIGHT. {1:28} DISTRUST NOT THE FEAR OF THE LORD WHEN THOU ART POOR: AND COME NOT UNTO HIM WITH A DOUBLE HEART. {1:29} BE NOT A HYPOCRITE IN THE SIGHT OF MEN, AND TAKE GOOD HEED WHAT THOU SPEAKEST. {1:30} EXALT NOT THYSELF, LEST THOU FALL, AND BRING DISHONOUR UPON THY SOUL, AND SO GOD DISCOVER THY SECRETS, AND CAST THEE DOWN IN THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION, BECAUSE THOU CAMEST NOT IN TRUTH TO THE FEAR OF THE LORD, BUT THY HEART IS FULL OF DECEIT. 
{2:1} MY SON, IF THOU COME TO SERVE THE LORD, PREPARE THY SOUL FOR TEMPTATION. {2:2} SET THY HEART ARIGHT, AND CONSTANTLY ENDURE, AND MAKE NOT HASTE IN TIME OF TROUBLE. {2:3} CLEAVE UNTO HIM, AND DEPART NOT AWAY, THAT THOU MAYEST BE INCREASED AT THY LAST END. {2:4} WHATSOEVER IS BROUGHT UPON THEE TAKE CHEERFULLY, AND BE PATIENT WHEN THOU ART CHANGED TO A LOW ESTATE. {2:5} FOR GOLD IS TRIED IN THE FIRE, AND ACCEPTABLE MEN IN THE FURNACE OF ADVERSITY. {2:6} BELIEVE IN HIM, AND HE WILL HELP THEE; ORDER THY WAY ARIGHT, AND TRUST IN HIM. {2:7} YE THAT FEAR THE LORD, WAIT FOR HIS MERCY; AND GO NOT ASIDE, LEST YE FALL. {2:8} YE THAT FEAR THE LORD, BELIEVE HIM; AND YOUR REWARD SHALL NOT FAIL. {2:9} YE THAT FEAR THE LORD, HOPE FOR GOOD, AND FOR EVERLASTING JOY AND MERCY. {2:10} LOOK AT THE GENERATIONS OF OLD, AND SEE; DID EVER ANY TRUST IN THE LORD, AND WAS CONFOUNDED? OR DID ANY ABIDE IN HIS FEAR, AND WAS FORSAKEN? OR WHOM DID HE EVER DESPISE, THAT CALLED UPON HIM? {2:11} FOR THE LORD IS FULL OF COMPASSION AND MERCY, LONGSUFFERING, AND VERY PITIFUL, AND FORGIVETH SINS, AND SAVETH IN TIME OF AFFLICTION. {2:12} WOE BE TO FEARFUL HEARTS, AND FAINT HANDS, AND THE SINNER THAT GOETH TWO WAYS! {2:13} WOE UNTO HIM THAT IS FAINTHEARTED! FOR HE BELIEVETH NOT; THEREFORE, SHALL HE NOT BE DEFENDED. {2:14} WOE UNTO YOU THAT HAVE LOST PATIENCE! AND WHAT WILL YE DO WHEN THE LORD SHALL VISIT YOU? {2:15} THEY THAT FEAR THE LORD WILL NOT DISOBEY HIS WORD; AND THEY THAT LOVE HIM WILL KEEP HIS WAYS. {2:16} THEY THAT FEAR THE LORD WILL SEEK THAT WHICH IS WELL, PLEASING UNTO HIM; AND THEY THAT LOVE HIM SHALL BE FILLED WITH THE LAW. {2:17} THEY THAT FEAR THE LORD WILL PREPARE THEIR HEARTS, AND HUMBLE THEIR SOULS IN HIS SIGHT, {2:18} SAYING, WE WILL FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE LORD, AND NOT INTO THE HANDS OF MEN: FOR AS HIS MAJESTY IS, SO IS HIS MERCY. 
{3:1} HEAR ME YOUR FATHER, O CHILDREN, AND DO THEREAFTER, THAT YE MAY BE SAFE. {3:2} FOR THE LORD HATH GIVEN THE FATHER HONOUR OVER THE CHILDREN, AND HATH CONFIRMED THE AUTHORITY OF THE MOTHER OVER THE SONS. {3:3} WHOSO HONOURETH HIS FATHER MAKETH AN ATONEMENT FOR HIS SINS: {3:4} AND HE THAT HONOURETH HIS MOTHER IS AS ONE THAT LAYETH UP TREASURE. {3:5} WHOSO HONOURETH HIS FATHER SHALL HAVE JOY OF HIS OWN CHILDREN; AND WHEN HE MAKETH HIS PRAYER, HE SHALL BE HEARD. {3:6} HE THAT HONOURETH HIS FATHER SHALL HAVE A LONG LIFE; AND HE THAT IS OBEDIENT UNTO THE LORD SHALL BE A COMFORT TO HIS MOTHER. {3:7} HE THAT FEARETH THE LORD WILL HONOUR HIS FATHER, AND WILL DO SERVICE UNTO HIS PARENTS, AS TO HIS MASTERS. {3:8} HONOUR THY FATHER AND MOTHER BOTH IN WORD AND DEED, THAT A BLESSING MAY COME UPON THEE FROM THEM. {3:9} FOR THE BLESSING OF THE FATHER ESTABLISHETH THE HOUSES OF CHILDREN; BUT THE CURSE OF THE MOTHER ROOTETH OUT FOUNDATIONS. {3:10} GLORY NOT IN THE DISHONOUR OF THY FATHER; FOR THY FATHER’S DISHONOUR IS NO GLORY UNTO THEE. {3:11} FOR THE GLORY OF A MAN IS FROM THE HONOUR OF HIS FATHER; AND A MOTHER IN DISHONOUR IS A REPROACH TO THE CHILDREN. {3:12} MY SON, HELP THY FATHER IN HIS AGE, AND GRIEVE HIM NOT AS LONG AS HE LIVETH. {3:13} AND IF HIS UNDERSTANDING FAIL, HAVE PATIENCE WITH HIM; AND DESPISE HIM NOT WHEN THOU ART IN THY FULL STRENGTH. {3:14} FOR THE RELIEVING OF THY FATHER SHALL NOT BE FORGOTTEN: AND INSTEAD OF SINS IT SHALL BE ADDED TO BUILD THEE UP. {3:15} IN THE DAY OF THINE AFFLICTION IT SHALL BE REMEMBERED; THY SINS ALSO SHALL MELT AWAY, AS THE ICE IN THE FAIR WARM WEATHER. {3:16} HE THAT FORSAKETH HIS FATHER IS AS A BLASPHEMER; AND HE THAT ANGERETH HIS MOTHER IS CURSED: OF GOD. {3:17} MY SON, GO ON WITH THY BUSINESS IN MEEKNESS; SO SHALT THOU BE BELOVED OF HIM THAT IS APPROVED. {3:18} THE GREATER THOU ART, THE MORE-HUMBLE THYSELF, AND THOU SHALT FIND FAVOUR BEFORE THE LORD. {3:19} MANY ARE IN HIGH PLACE, AND OF RENOWN: BUT MYSTERIES ARE REVEALED UNTO THE MEEK. {3:20} FOR THE POWER OF THE LORD IS GREAT, AND HE IS HONOURED OF THE LOWLY. {3:21} SEEK NOT OUT THINGS THAT ARE TOO HARD FOR THEE, NEITHER SEARCH THE THINGS THAT ARE ABOVE THY STRENGTH. {3:22} BUT WHAT IS COMMANDED THEE, THINK THEREUPON WITH REVERENCE, FOR IT IS NOT NEEDFUL FOR THEE TO SEE WITH THINE EYES THE THINGS THAT ARE IN SECRET. {3:23} BE NOT CURIOUS IN UNNECESSARY MATTERS: FOR MORE THINGS ARE SHEWED UNTO THEE THAN MEN UNDERSTAND. {3:24} FOR MANY ARE DECEIVED BY THEIR OWN VAIN OPINION; AND AN EVIL SUSPICION HATH OVERTHROWN THEIR JUDGMENT. {3:25} WITHOUT EYES THOU SHALT WANT LIGHT: PROFESS NOT THE KNOWLEDGE THEREFORE THAT THOU HAST NOT. {3:26} A STUBBORN HEART SHALL FARE EVIL AT THE LAST; AND HE THAT LOVETH DANGER SHALL PERISH THEREIN. {3:27} AN OBSTINATE HEART SHALL BE LADEN WITH SORROWS; AND THE WICKED MAN SHALL HEAP SIN UPON SIN. {3:28} IN THE PUNISHMENT OF THE PROUD THERE IS NO REMEDY; FOR THE PLANT OF WICKEDNESS HATH TAKEN ROOT IN HIM. {3:29} THE HEART OF THE PRUDENT WILL UNDERSTAND A PARABLE; AND AN ATTENTIVE EAR IS THE DESIRE OF A WISE MAN. {3:30} WATER WILL QUENCH A FLAMING FIRE; AND ALMS MAKETH AN ATONEMENT FOR SINS. {3:31} AND HE THAT REQUITETH GOOD TURNS IS MINDFUL OF THAT WHICH MAY COME HEREAFTER; AND WHEN HE FALLETH, HE SHALL FIND A STAY. 
{4:1} MY SON, DEFRAUD NOT THE POOR OF HIS LIVING, AND MAKE NOT THE NEEDY EYES TO WAIT LONG. {4:2} MAKE NOT A HUNGRY SOUL SORROWFUL; NEITHER PROVOKE A MAN IN HIS DISTRESS. {4:3} ADD NOT MORE TROUBLE TO A HEART THAT IS VEXED; AND DEFER NOT TO GIVE TO HIM THAT IS IN NEED. {4:4} REJECT NOT THE SUPPLICATION OF THE AFFLICTED; NEITHER TURN AWAY THY FACE FROM A POOR MAN. {4:5} TURN NOT AWAY THINE EYE FROM THE NEEDY, AND GIVE HIM NONE OCCASION TO CURSE THEE: {4:6} FOR IF HE, CURSE THEE IN THE BITTERNESS OF HIS SOUL, HIS PRAYER SHALL BE HEARD OF HIM THAT MADE HIM. {4:7} GET THYSELF THE LOVE OF THE CONGREGATION, AND BOW THY HEAD TO A GREAT MAN. {4:8} LET IT NOT GRIEVE THEE TO BOW DOWN THINE EAR TO THE POOR, AND GIVE HIM A FRIENDLY ANSWER WITH MEEKNESS. {4:9} DELIVER HIM THAT SUFFERETH WRONG FROM THE HAND OF THE OPPRESSOR; AND BE NOT FAINTHEARTED WHEN THOU SITTEST IN JUDGMENT. {4:10} BE AS A FATHER [STEPHEN] UNTO THE FATHERLESS, AND INSTEAD OF A HUSBAND UNTO THEIR MOTHER: SO SHALT THOU BE AS THE SON OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND HE SHALL LOVE THEE MORE THAN THY MOTHER DOTH. {4:11} WISDOM EXALTETH HER CHILDREN, AND LAYETH HOLD OF THEM THAT SEEK HER. {4:12} HE THAT LOVETH HER LOVETH LIFE; AND THEY THAT SEEK TO HER EARLY SHALL BE FILLED WITH JOY. {4:13} HE THAT HOLDETH HER FAST SHALL INHERIT GLORY; AND WHERESOEVER SHE ENTERETH, THE LORD WILL BLESS. {4:14} THEY THAT SERVE HER SHALL MINISTER TO THE HOLY ONE: AND THEM THAT LOVE HER THE LORD DOTH LOVE. {4:15} WHOSO GIVETH EAR UNTO HER SHALL JUDGE THE NATIONS: AND HE THAT ATTENDETH UNTO HER SHALL DWELL SECURELY. {4:16} IF A MAN COMMIT HIMSELF UNTO HER, HE SHALL INHERIT HER; AND HIS GENERATION SHALL HOLD HER IN POSSESSION. {4:17} FOR AT THE FIRST SHE WILL WALK WITH HIM BY CROOKED WAYS, AND BRING FEAR AND DREAD UPON HIM, AND TORMENT HIM WITH HER DISCIPLINE, UNTIL SHE MAY TRUST HIS SOUL, AND TRY HIM BY HER LAWS. {4:18} THEN WILL SHE RETURN THE STRAIGHT WAY UNTO HIM, AND COMFORT HIM, AND SHEW HIM HER SECRETS. {4:19} BUT IF HE, GO WRONG, SHE WILL FORSAKE HIM, AND GIVE HIM OVER TO HIS OWN RUIN. {4:20} OBSERVE THE OPPORTUNITY, AND BEWARE OF EVIL; AND BE NOT ASHAMED WHEN IT CONCERNETH THY SOUL. {4:21} FOR THERE IS A SHAME THAT BRINGETH SIN; AND THERE IS A SHAME WHICH IS GLORY AND GRACE. {4:22} ACCEPT NO PERSON AGAINST THY SOUL, AND LET NOT THE REVERENCE OF ANY MAN CAUSE THEE TO FALL. {4:23} AND REFRAIN NOT TO SPEAK, WHEN THERE IS OCCASION TO DO GOOD, AND HIDE NOT THY WISDOM IN HER BEAUTY. {4:24} FOR BY SPEECH WISDOM SHALL BE KNOWN: AND LEARNING BY THE WORD OF THE TONGUE. {4:25} IN NO WISE SPEAK AGAINST THE TRUTH; BUT BE ABASHED OF THE ERROR OF THINE IGNORANCE. {4:26} BE NOT ASHAMED TO CONFESS THY SINS; AND FORCE NOT THE COURSE OF THE RIVER. {4:27} MAKE NOT THYSELF AN UNDERLING TO A FOOLISH MAN; NEITHER ACCEPT THE PERSON OF THE MIGHTY. {4:28} STRIVE FOR THE TRUTH UNTO DEATH, AND THE LORD SHALL FIGHT FOR THEE. {4:29} BE NOT HASTY IN THY TONGUE, AND IN THY DEEDS SLACK AND REMISS. {4:30} BE NOT AS A LION IN THY HOUSE, NOR FRANTICK AMONG THY SERVANTS. {4:31} LET NOT THINE HAND BE STRETCHED OUT TO RECEIVE, AND SHUT WHEN THOU SHOULDEST REPAY. 
{5:1} SET THY HEART UPON THY GOODS; AND SAY NOT, I HAVE ENOUGH FOR MY LIFE. {5:2} FOLLOW NOT THINE OWN MIND AND THY STRENGTH, TO WALK IN THE WAYS OF THY HEART: {5:3} AND SAY NOT, WHO SHALL CONTROUL ME FOR MY WORKS? FOR THE LORD WILL SURELY REVENGE THY PRIDE. {5:4} SAY NOT, I HAVE SINNED, AND WHAT HARM HATH HAPPENED UNTO ME? FOR THE LORD IS LONGSUFFERING, HE WILL IN NO WISE LET THEE GO. {5:5} CONCERNING PROPITIATION, BE NOT WITHOUT FEAR TO ADD SIN UNTO SIN: {5:6} AND SAY NOT HIS MERCY IS GREAT; HE WILL BE PACIFIED FOR THE MULTITUDE OF MY SINS: FOR MERCY AND WRATH COME FROM HIM, AND HIS INDIGNATION RESTETH UPON SINNERS. {5:7} MAKE NO TARRYING TO TURN TO THE LORD, AND PUT NOT OFF FROM DAY TO DAY: FOR SUDDENLY SHALL THE WRATH OF THE LORD COME FORTH, AND IN THY SECURITY THOU SHALT BE DESTROYED, AND PERISH IN THE DAY OF VENGEANCE. {5:8} SET NOT THINE HEART UPON GOODS UNJUSTLY GOTTEN, FOR THEY SHALL NOT PROFIT THEE IN THE DAY OF CALAMITY. {5:9} WINNOW NOT WITH EVERY WIND, AND GO NOT INTO EVERY WAY: FOR SO DOTH THE SINNER THAT HATH A DOUBLE TONGUE. {5:10} BE STEDFAST IN THY UNDERSTANDING; AND LET THY WORD BE THE SAME. {5:11} BE SWIFT TO HEAR; AND LET THY LIFE BE SINCERE; AND WITH PATIENCE GIVE ANSWER. {5:12} IF THOU HAST UNDERSTANDING, ANSWER THY NEIGHBOUR; IF NOT, LAY THY HAND UPON THY MOUTH. {5:13} HONOUR AND SHAME IS IN TALK: AND THE TONGUE OF MAN IS HIS FALL. {5:14} BE NOT CALLED A WHISPERER, AND LIE NOT IN WAIT WITH THY TONGUE: FOR A FOUL SHAME IS UPON THE THIEF, AND AN EVIL CONDEMNATION UPON THE DOUBLE TONGUE. {5:15} BE NOT IGNORANT OF ANY THING IN A GREAT MATTER OR A SMALL. 
{6:1} INSTEAD OF A FRIEND BECOME NOT AN ENEMY; FOR [THEREBY] THOU SHALT INHERIT AN ILL NAME, SHAME, AND REPROACH: EVEN SO SHALL A SINNER THAT HATH A DOUBLE TONGUE. {6:2} EXTOL NOT THYSELF IN THE COUNSEL OF THINE OWN HEART; THAT THY SOUL BE NOT TORN IN PIECES AS A BULL [STRAYING ALONE.] {6:3} THOU SHALT EAT UP THY LEAVES, AND LOSE THY FRUIT, AND LEAVE THYSELF AS A DRY TREE. {6:4} A WICKED SOUL SHALL DESTROY HIM THAT HATH IT, AND SHALL MAKE HIM TO BE LAUGHED TO SCORN OF HIS ENEMIES. {6:5} SWEET LANGUAGE WILL MULTIPLY FRIENDS: AND A FAIRSPEAKING TONGUE WILL INCREASE KIND GREETINGS. {6:6} BE IN PEACE WITH MANY: NEVERTHELESS, HAVE BUT ONE COUNSELLOR OF A THOUSAND. {6:7} IF THOU WOULDEST GET A FRIEND, PROVE HIM FIRST AND BE NOT HASTY TO CREDIT HIM. {6:8} FOR SOME MAN IS A FRIEND FOR HIS OWN OCCASION, AND WILL NOT ABIDE IN THE DAY OF THY TROUBLE. {6:9} AND THERE IS A FRIEND, WHO BEING TURNED TO ENMITY, AND STRIFE WILL DISCOVER THY REPROACH. {6:10} AGAIN, SOME FRIEND IS A COMPANION AT THE TABLE, AND WILL NOT CONTINUE IN THE DAY OF THY AFFLICTION. {6:11} BUT IN THY PROSPERITY HE WILL BE AS THYSELF, AND WILL BE BOLD OVER THY SERVANTS. {6:12} IF THOU BE BROUGHT LOW, HE WILL BE AGAINST THEE, AND WILL HIDE HIMSELF FROM THY FACE. {6:13} SEPARATE THYSELF FROM THINE ENEMIES, AND TAKE HEED OF THY FRIENDS. {6:14} A FAITHFULL FRIEND IS A STRONG DEFENCE: AND HE THAT HATH FOUND SUCH A ONE HATH FOUND A TREASURE. {6:15} NOTHING DOTH COUNTERVAIL A FAITHFUL FRIEND, AND HIS EXCELLENCY IS INVALUABLE. {6:16} A FAITHFUL FRIEND IS THE MEDICINE OF LIFE; AND THEY THAT FEAR THE LORD SHALL FIND HIM. {6:17} WHOSO FEARETH THE LORD SHALL DIRECT HIS FRIENDSHIP ARIGHT: FOR AS HE IS, SO SHALL HIS NEIGHBOUR BE ALSO. {6:18} MY SON, GATHER INSTRUCTION FROM THY YOUTH UP: SO SHALT THOU FIND WISDOM TILL THINE OLD AGE. {6:19} COME UNTO HER AS ONE THAT PLOWETH AND SOWETH, AND WAIT FOR HER GOOD FRUITS: FOR THOU SHALT NOT TOIL MUCH IN LABOURING ABOUT HER, BUT THOU SHALT EAT OF HER FRUITS RIGHT SOON. {6:20} SHE IS VERY UNPLEASANT TO THE UNLEARNED: HE THAT IS WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING WILL NOT REMAIN WITH HER. {6:21} SHE WILL LIE UPON HIM AS A MIGHTY STONE OF TRIAL; AND HE WILL CAST HER FROM HIM ERE IT BE LONG. {6:22} FOR WISDOM IS ACCORDING TO HER NAME, AND SHE IS NOT MANIFEST UNTO MANY. {6:23} GIVE EAR, MY SON, RECEIVE MY ADVICE, AND REFUSE NOT MY COUNSEL, {6:24} AND PUT THY FEET INTO HER FETTERS, AND THY NECK INTO HER CHAIN. {6:25} BOW DOWN THY SHOULDER, AND BEAR HER, AND BE NOT GRIEVED WITH HER BONDS. {6:26} COME UNTO HER WITH THY WHOLE HEART, AND KEEP HER WAYS WITH ALL THY POWER. {6:27} SEARCH, AND SEEK, AND SHE SHALL BE MADE KNOWN UNTO THEE: AND WHEN THOU HAST GOT HOLD OF HER, LET HER NOT GO. {6:28} FOR AT THE LAST THOU SHALT FIND HER REST, AND THAT SHALL BE TURNED TO THY JOY. {6:29} THEN SHALL HER FETTERS BE A STRONG DEFENCE FOR THEE, AND HER CHAINS A ROBE OF GLORY. {6:30} FOR THERE IS A GOLDEN ORNAMENT UPON HER, AND HER BANDS ARE PURPLE LACE. {6:31} THOU SHALT PUT HER ON AS A ROBE OF HONOUR, AND SHALT PUT HER ABOUT THEE AS A CROWN OF JOY. {6:32} MY SON, IF THOU WILT, THOU SHALT BE TAUGHT: AND IF THOU WILT APPLY THY MIND, THOU SHALT BE PRUDENT. {6:33} IF THOU LOVE TO HEAR, THOU SHALT RECEIVE UNDERSTANDING: AND IF THOU BOW THINE EAR, THOU SHALT BE WISE, {6:34} STAND IN THE MULTITUDE OF THE ELDERS; AND CLEAVE UNTO HIM THAT IS WISE. {6:35} BE WILLING TO HEAR EVERY GODLY DISCOURSE; AND LET NOT THE PARABLES OF UNDERSTANDING ESCAPE THEE. {6:36} AND IF THOU SEEST A MAN OF UNDERSTANDING, GET THEE BETIMES UNTO HIM, AND LET THY FOOT WEAR THE STEPS OF HIS DOOR. {6:37} LET THY MIND BE UPON THE ORDINANCES OF THE LORD AND MEDITATE CONTINUALLY IN HIS COMMANDMENTS: HE SHALL ESTABLISH THINE HEART, AND GIVE THEE WISDOM AT THINE OWNS DESIRE. 
{7:1} DO NO EVIL, SO SHALL NO HARM COME UNTO THEE. {7:2} DEPART FROM THE UNJUST, AND INIQUITY SHALL TURN AWAY FROM THEE. {7:3} MY SON, SOW NOT UPON THE FURROWS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THOU SHALT NOT REAP THEM SEVENFOLD. {7:4} SEEK NOT OF THE LORD PREEMINENCE, NEITHER OF THE KING THE SEAT OF HONOUR. {7:5} JUSTIFY NOT THYSELF BEFORE THE LORD; AND BOAST NOT OF THY WISDOM BEFORE THE KING. {7:6} SEEK NOT TO BE JUDGE, BEING NOT ABLE TO TAKE AWAY INIQUITY; LEST AT ANY TIME THOU FEAR THE PERSON OF THE MIGHTY, A STUMBLINGBLOCK IN THE WAY OF THY UPRIGHTNESS. {7:7} OFFEND NOT AGAINST THE MULTITUDE OF A CITY, AND THEN THOU SHALT NOT CAST THYSELF DOWN AMONG THE PEOPLE. {7:8} BIND NOT ONE SIN UPON ANOTHER; FOR IN ONE THOU SHALT NOT BE UNPUNISHED. {7:9} SAY NOT, GOD WILL LOOK UPON THE MULTITUDE OF MY OBLATIONS, AND WHEN I OFFER TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], HE WILL ACCEPT IT. {7:10} BE NOT FAINTHEARTED WHEN THOU MAKEST THY PRAYER, AND NEGLECT NOT TO GIVE ALMS. {7:11} LAUGH NO MAN TO SCORN IN THE BITTERNESS OF HIS SOUL: FOR THERE IS ONE WHICH HUMBLETH AND EXALTETH. {7:12} DEVISE NOT A LIE AGAINST THY BROTHER; NEITHER DO THE LIKE TO THY FRIEND. {7:13} USE NOT TO MAKE ANY MANNER OF LIE: FOR THE CUSTOM THEREOF IS NOT GOOD. {7:14} USE NOT MANY WORDS IN A MULTITUDE OF ELDERS, AND MAKE NOT MUCH BABBLING WHEN THOU PRAYEST. {7:15} HATE NOT LABORIOUS WORK, NEITHER HUSBANDRY, WHICH THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] HATH ORDAINED. {7:16} NUMBER NOT THYSELF AMONG THE MULTITUDE OF SINNERS, BUT REMEMBER THAT WRATH WILL NOT TARRY LONG. {7:17} HUMBLE THYSELF GREATLY: FOR THE VENGEANCE OF THE UNGODLY IS FIRE AND WORMS. {7:18} CHANGE NOT A FRIEND FOR ANY GOOD BY NO MEANS; NEITHER A FAITHFUL BROTHER FOR THE GOLD OF OPHIR. {7:19} FOREGO NOT A WISE AND GOOD WOMAN: FOR HER GRACE IS ABOVE GOLD. {7:20} WHEREAS THY SERVANT WORKETH TRULY, ENTREAT HIM NOT EVIL. NOR THE HIRELING THAT BESTOWETH HIMSELF WHOLLY FOR THEE. {7:21} LET THY SOUL LOVE A GOOD SERVANT, AND DEFRAUD HIM NOT OF LIBERTY. {7:22} HAST THOU CATTLE? HAVE AN EYE TO THEM: AND IF THEY BE FOR THY PROFIT, KEEP THEM WITH THEE. {7:23} HAST THOU CHILDREN? INSTRUCT THEM, AND BOW DOWN THEIR NECK FROM THEIR YOUTH. {7:24} HAST THOU DAUGHTERS? HAVE A CARE OF THEIR BODY, AND SHEW NOT THYSELF CHEERFUL TOWARD THEM. {7:25} MARRY THY DAUGHTER, AND SO SHALT THOU HAVE PERFORMED A WEIGHTY MATTER: BUT GIVE HER TO A MAN OF UNDERSTANDING. {7:26} HAST THOU A WIFE AFTER THY MIND? FORSAKE HER NOT: BUT GIVE NOT THYSELF OVER TO A LIGHT WOMAN. {7:27} HONOUR THY FATHER WITH THY WHOLE HEART, AND FORGET NOT THE SORROWS OF THY MOTHER. {7:28} REMEMBER THAT THOU WAST BEGOTTEN OF THEM; AND HOW CANST THOU RECOMPENSE THEM THE THINGS THAT THEY HAVE DONE FOR THEE? {7:29} FEAR THE LORD WITH ALL THY SOUL, AND REVERENCE HIS PRIESTS. {7:30} LOVE HIM THAT MADE THEE WITH ALL THY STRENGTH, AND FORSAKE NOT HIS MINISTERS. {7:31} FEAR THE LORD, AND HONOR THE PRIEST; AND GIVE HIM HIS PORTION, AS IT IS COMMANDED THEE; THE FIRSTFRUITS, AND THE TRESPASS OFFERING, AND THE GIFT OF THE SHOULDERS, AND THE SACRIFICE OF SANCTIFICATION, AND THE FIRSTFRUITS OF THE HOLY THINGS. {7:32} AND STRETCH THINE HAND UNTO THE POOR, THAT THY BLESSING MAY BE PERFECTED. {7:33} A GIFT HATH GRACE IN THE SIGHT OF EVERY MAN LIVING; AND FOR THE DEAD DETAIN IT NOT. {7:34} FAIL NOT TO BE WITH THEM THAT WEEP, AND MOURN WITH THEM THAT MOURN. {7:35} BE NOT SLOW TO VISIT THE SICK: FOR THAT SHALL MAKE THEE TO BE BELOVED. {7:36} WHATSOEVER THOU TAKEST IN HAND, REMEMBER THE END, AND THOU SHALT NEVER DO AMISS.
{8:1} STRIVE NOT WITH A MIGHTY MAN’ LEST THOU FALL INTO HIS HANDS. {8:2} BE NOT AT VARIANCE WITH A RICH MAN, LEST HE OVERWEIGH THEE: FOR GOLD HATH DESTROYED MANY, AND PERVERTED THE HEARTS OF KINGS. {8:3} STRIVE NOT WITH A MAN THAT IS FULL OF TONGUE, AND HEAP NOT WOOD UPON HIS FIRE. {8:4} JEST NOT WITH A RUDE MAN, LEST THY ANCESTORS BE DISGRACED. {8:5} REPROACH NOT A MAN THAT TURNETH FROM SIN, BUT REMEMBER THAT WE ARE ALL WORTHY OF PUNISHMENT. {8:6} DISHONOUR NOT A MAN IN HIS OLD AGE: FOR EVEN SOME OF US WAX OLD. {8:7} REJOICE NOT OVER THY GREATEST ENEMY BEING DEAD, BUT REMEMBER THAT WE DIE ALL. {8:8} DESPISE NOT THE DISCOURSE OF THE WISE, BUT ACQUAINT THYSELF WITH THEIR PROVERBS: FOR OF THEM THOU SHALT LEARN INSTRUCTION, AND HOW TO SERVE GREAT MEN WITH EASE. {8:9} MISS NOT THE DISCOURSE OF THE ELDERS: FOR THEY ALSO LEARNED OF THEIR FATHERS, AND OF THEM THOU SHALT LEARN UNDERSTANDING, AND TO GIVE ANSWER AS NEED REQUIRETH. {8:10} KINDLE NOT THE COALS OF A SINNER, LEST THOU BE BURNT WITH THE FLAME OF HIS FIRE. {8:11} RISE NOT UP [IN ANGER] AT THE PRESENCE OF AN INJURIOUS PERSON, LEST HE LIE IN WAIT TO ENTRAP THEE IN THY WORDS {8:12} LEND NOT UNTO HIM THAT IS MIGHTIER THAN THYSELF; FOR IF THOU LENDEST HIM, COUNT IT BUT LOST. {8:13} BE NOT SURETY ABOVE THY POWER: FOR IF THOU BE SURETY, TAKE CARE TO PAY IT. {8:14} GO NOT TO LAW WITH A JUDGE; FOR THEY WILL JUDGE FOR HIM ACCORDING TO HIS HONOUR. {8:15} TRAVEL NOT BY THE WAY WITH A BOLD FELLOW, LEST HE BECOME GRIEVOUS UNTO THEE: FOR HE WILL DO ACCORDING TO HIS OWN WILL, AND THOU SHALT PERISH WITH HIM THROUGH HIS FOLLY. {8:16} STRIVE NOT WITH AN ANGRY MAN, AND GO NOT WITH HIM INTO A SOLITARY PLACE: FOR BLOOD IS AS NOTHING IN HIS SIGHT, AND WHERE THERE IS NO HELP, HE WILL OVERTHROW THEE. {8:17} CONSULT NOT WITH A FOOL; FOR HE CANNOT KEEP COUNSEL. {8:18} DO NO SECRET THING BEFORE A STRANGER; FOR THOU KNOWEST NOT WHAT HE WILL BRING FORTH. {8:19} OPEN NOT THINE HEART TO EVERY MAN, LEST HE REQUITE THEE WITH A SHREWD TURN.
{9:1} BE NOT JEALOUS OVER THE WIFE OF THY BOSOM, AND TEACH HER NOT AN EVIL LESSON AGAINST THYSELF. {9:2} GIVE NOT THY SOUL UNTO A WOMAN TO SET HER FOOT UPON THY SUBSTANCE. {9:3} MEET NOT WITH A HARLOT [THIS IS THE LADY VICTORIA (THE FEMALE SENSE OF THE LORD LUCIFER) THE EVIL CREATOR OF THE ETERNAL TEMPTATION ALSO KNOWN AS BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN REVELATION 17:1-18:24 & THE TOTAL MAKE-UP OF SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, WHICH IS ETERNAL TEMPTING [UNRIGHTEOUS] DESIRE ORIGINALLY CREATED FROM THE LADY VICTORIA KNOWN AS BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH IN PROVERBS 8:30-31 & ISAIAH 47:1-15, BRINGS FORTH [NOT VISA-VERSA WHICH MEANS ETERNAL TEMPTING DESIRE [GENESIS 3:1-5 & ROMANS 1:21-28] IN OR ETERNAL TEMPTING DESIRE APPROVAL/CONSENT [ROMAN 1:32] IN WOMAN CAN CAUSE ETERNAL SEXUAL SIN [GENESIS 3:6 & ROMANS 1:21-28] OR THE ETERNAL SEXUAL SIN APPROVAL/CONSENT [ROMANS 1:32] IN MAN, BUT ETERNAL SEXUAL SIN [GENESIS 3:6 & ROMANS 1:21-28] OR THE ETERNAL SEXUAL SIN APPROVAL/CONSENT [ROMANS 1:32] IN MAN DOES NOT CAUSE ETERNAL TEMPTING DESIRE [GENESIS 3:1-5 & ROMANS 1:21-28] OR ETERNAL TEMPTING DESIRE APPROVAL/CONSENT [ROMANS 1:32] IN WOMAN & ETERNAL TEMPTING DESIRE FULLY GROWN IN WOMAN IS EQUAL TO ETERNAL TEMPTING DEATH [ACTS 7:60] IN WOMAN & ALSO ANY WOMAN THAT SAYS I’M TRIED OF FUCKING MYSELF IS A LIAR BECAUSE EVEN THOUGH THIS WOMAN WANTS A MAN TO FUCK HER OR SIMPLY HAVE SEX WITH CANNOT HAPPEN BECAUSE THE WOMAN CAN ONLY EXPERIENCE TEMPTATING DESIRE & NOT ANY FUCKING, WHICH IS SEX, BUT THE MAN CANNOT EXPERIENCE ANY TEMPTING DESIRE, BUT ONLY FUCKING, WHICH IS SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, SO BASICALLY THE TEMPTING WOMAN WANTS THE ELEVATED TEMPTING DESIRE WHILE THE SEXUAL MAN IS FUCKING HER OR HAVING SEXUAL RELATIONS & THE SEXUAL MAN WANTS THE ELEVATED FUCKING SEXUAL INTERCOURSE & ALSO UNMARRIED EMISSION OR SUCKING DICK WITH OR WITHOUT A WOMAN OR MARITAL EJACULATION IN THE WOMB WITH THE MAN AND WOMAN, BUT EMITS ON THE GROUND & UNMARRIED MASTURBATION WITH THE WOMAN ALONE OR WITH UNMARRIED EJACULATION WITH THE MAN ALONE CAN BOTH OCCUR BECAUSE OF THIS BY GETTING HORNY KNOWN AS ORAL INTERCOURSE & WANTING TO BE LUSTFUL OF THE UNMARRIED MAN PLAYING WITH HIS DICK IN GENESIS 2:23-25 THAT IS ONLY CAUSED BY THE UNMARRIED WOMAN PLAYING WITH HER PUSSY IN GENESIS 2:23-25, BUT IN THE TEMPTING WOMAN THE INITIAL ORIGINAL CAUSE [PROVERBS 8:30-31 & ISAIAH 47:1-15] IS WITHIN HER OWN MAKE-UP THAT IS LOOKING FOR A NASTY LONG & STRONG COCK & NOT FROM THE SEXUAL MAN THAT IS LOOKING FOR A NASTY FISHY PUSSY & WHEN THE WOMAN WANTS UNCLEAN ANAL INTERCOURSE, THIS IS STRICTLY STRONG DESIRE AS IT MOTIVATION & NOT PROCREATION, WHICH BASICALLY THE WOMAN WANTS THE DICK IN HER ASS & THE MAN WANTS THE UNCLEAN PLEASURE FROM IT, WHICH ALL THIS IS ONLY DONE IN THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE IN THE 1ST PHYSICAL BIRTH [JOHN 3:1-21] COMING FROM THE MOTHERS WOMB & THE FATHERS DICK & NEVER FROM THE NEW UNIVERSE IN THE 2ND PHYSICAL BIRTH KNOWN AS BEING BORN AGAIN [JOHN 3:1-21] OR BORN OF GOD [1ST JOHN 3:9] IN THE LORD, NOR CAN BE] ETERNAL SEXUAL SIN ORIGINALLY CREATED FROM THE LORD LUCIFER THE EVIL CREATOR OF THE ETERNAL SEXUAL SIN KNOWN AS SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL IN PROVERBS 8:30-31 & ISAIAH 14:12-21 & THIS TOGETHER MAKES THE ETERNAL SEXUAL SIN FULLY GROWN, TO BRING FORTH [EQUAL TO WHICH MEANS ETERNAL SEXUAL SIN FULLY GROWN IN MAN IS EQUAL TO ETERNAL SEXUAL DEATH [ACTS 7:60] IN MAN & MAN WITHOUT WOMAN IS INVINCIBLE!] & CREATES ETERNAL SEXUAL DEATH [GUILTINESS] IN ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23 & JAMES 1:13-15; 3:14-16; 4:1-6 & ACT 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30], LEST THOU FALL INTO HER SNARES. {9:4} USE NOT MUCH THE COMPANY OF A WOMAN THAT IS A SINGER, LEST THOU BE TAKEN WITH HER ATTEMPTS. {9:5} GAZE NOT ON A MAID, THAT THOU FALL NOT BY THOSE THINGS THAT ARE PRECIOUS IN HER. {9:6} GIVE NOT THY SOUL UNTO HARLOTS, THAT THOU LOSE NOT THINE INHERITANCE. {9:7} LOOK NOT ROUND ABOUT THEE IN THE STREETS OF THE CITY, NEITHER WANDER THOU IN THE SOLITARY PLACE THEREOF. {9:8} TURN AWAY THINE EYE FROM A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN, AND LOOK NOT UPON ANOTHER’S BEAUTY; FOR MANY HAVE BEEN DECEIVED BY THE BEAUTY OF A WOMAN; FOR HEREWITH LOVE IS KINDLED AS A FIRE. {9:9} SIT NOT AT ALL WITH ANOTHER MAN’S WIFE, NOR SIT DOWN WITH HER IN THINE ARMS, AND SPEND NOT THY MONEY WITH HER AT THE WINE; LEST THINE HEART INCLINE UNTO HER, AND SO THROUGH THY DESIRE THOU FALL INTO DESTRUCTION. {9:10} FORSAKE NOT AN OLD FRIEND; FOR THE NEW IS NOT COMPARABLE TO HIM: A NEW FRIEND IS AS NEW WINE; WHEN IT IS OLD, THOU SHALT DRINK IT WITH PLEASURE. {9:11} ENVY NOT THE GLORY OF A SINNER: FOR THOU KNOWEST NOT WHAT SHALL BE HIS END. {9:12} DELIGHT NOT IN THE THING THAT THE UNGODLY HAVE PLEASURE IN; BUT REMEMBER THEY SHALL NOT GO UNPUNISHED UNTO THEIR GRAVE. {9:13} KEEP THEE FAR FROM THE MAN THAT HATH POWER TO KILL; SO SHALT THOU NOT DOUBT THE FEAR OF DEATH: AND IF THOU COME UNTO HIM, MAKE NO FAULT, LEST HE TAKE AWAY THY LIFE PRESENTLY: REMEMBER THAT THOU GOEST IN THE MIDST OF SNARES, AND THAT THOU WALKEST UPON THE BATTLEMENTS OF THE CITY. {9:14} AS NEAR AS THOU CANST, GUESS AT THY NEIGHBOUR, AND CONSULT WITH THE WISE. {9:15} LET THY TALK BE WITH THE WISE, AND ALL THY COMMUNICATION IN THE LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. {9:16} AND LET JUST MEN EAT AND DRINK WITH THEE; AND LET THY GLORYING BE IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD. {9:17} FOR THE HAND OF THE ARTIFICER THE WORK SHALL BE COMMENDED: AND THE WISE RULER OF THE PEOPLE FOR HIS SPEECH. {9:18} A MAN OF AN ILL TONGUE IS DANGEROUS IN HIS CITY; AND HE THAT IS RASH IN HIS TALK SHALL BE HATED. 
{10:1} A WISE JUDGE WILL INSTRUCT HIS PEOPLE; AND THE GOVERNMENT OF A PRUDENT MAN IS WELL ORDERED. {10:2} AS THE JUDGE OF THE PEOPLE IS HIMSELF, SO ARE HIS OFFICERS; AND WHAT MANNER OF MAN THE RULER OF THE CITY IS, SUCH ARE ALL THEY THAT DWELL THEREIN. {10:3} AN UNWISE KING DESTROYETH HIS PEOPLE; BUT THROUGH THE PRUDENCE OF THEM WHICH ARE IN AUTHORITY THE CITY SHALL BE INHABITED. {10:4} THE POWER OF THE EARTH IS IN THE HAND OF THE LORD, AND IN DUE TIME HE WILL SET OVER IT ONE THAT IS PROFITABLE. {10:5} IN THE HAND OF GOD IS THE PROSPERITY OF MAN: AND UPON THE PERSON OF THE SCRIBE SHALL HE LAY HIS HONOUR. {10:6} BEAR NOT HATRED TO THY NEIGHBOUR FOR EVERY WRONG; AND DO NOTHING AT ALL BY INJURIOUS PRACTICES. {10:7} PRIDE IS HATEFUL BEFORE GOD AND MAN: AND BY BOTH DOTH ONE COMMIT INIQUITY. {10:8} BECAUSE OF UNRIGHTEOUS DEALINGS, INJURIES, AND RICHES GOT BY DECEIT, THE KINGDOM IS TRANSLATED FROM ONE PEOPLE TO ANOTHER. {10:9} WHY IS EARTH AND ASHES PROUD? THERE IS NOT A MORE WICKED THING THAN A COVETOUS MAN: FOR SUCH A ONE SETTETH HIS OWN SOUL TO SALE; BECAUSE WHILE HE LIVETH HE CASTETH AWAY HIS BOWELS. {10:10} THE PHYSICIAN CUTTETH OFF A LONG DISEASE; AND HE THAT IS TO DAY A KING TO MORROW SHALL DIE. {10:11} FOR WHEN A MAN IS DEAD, HE SHALL INHERIT CREEPING THINGS, BEASTS, AND WORMS. {10:12} THE BEGINNING OF PRIDE IS WHEN ONE DEPARTETH FROM GOD, AND HIS HEART IS TURNED AWAY FROM HIS [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. {10:13} FOR PRIDE IS THE BEGINNING OF SIN, AND HE THAT HATH IT SHALL POUR OUT ABOMINATION: AND THEREFORE, THE LORD BROUGHT UPON THEM STRANGE CALAMITIES, AND OVERTHREW THEM UTTERLY. {10:14} THE LORD HATH CAST DOWN THE THRONES OF PROUD PRINCES, AND SET UP THE MEEK IN THEIR STEAD. {10:15} THE LORD HATH PLUCKED UP THE ROOTS OF THE PROUD NATIONS, AND PLANTED THE LOWLY IN THEIR PLACE. {10:16} THE LORD OVERTHREW COUNTRIES OF THE HEATHEN, AND DESTROYED THEM TO THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH. {10:17} HE TOOK SOME OF THEM AWAY, AND DESTROYED THEM, AND HATH MADE THEIR MEMORIAL TO CEASE FROM THE EARTH. {10:18} PRIDE WAS NOT MADE FOR MEN, NOR FURIOUS ANGER FOR THEM THAT ARE BORN OF A WOMAN. {10:19} THEY THAT FEAR THE LORD ARE A SURE SEED, AND THEY THAT LOVE HIM AN HONOURABLE PLANT: THEY THAT REGARD NOT THE LAW ARE A DISHONOURABLE SEED; THEY THAT TRANSGRESS THE COMMANDMENTS ARE A DECEIVABLE SEED. {10:20} AMONG BRETHREN HE THAT IS CHIEF IS HONORABLE; SO ARE THEY THAT FEAR THE LORD IN HIS EYES. {10:21} THE FEAR OF THE LORD GOETH BEFORE THE OBTAINING OF AUTHORITY: BUT ROUGHNESS AND PRIDE, IS THE LOSING THEREOF. {10:22} WHETHER HE BE RICH, NOBLE, OR POOR, THEIR GLORY IS THE FEAR OF THE LORD. {10:23} IT IS NOT MEET TO DESPISE THE POOR MAN THAT HATH UNDERSTANDING; NEITHER IS IT CONVENIENT TO MAGNIFY A SINFUL MAN. {10:24} GREAT MEN, AND JUDGES, AND POTENTATES, SHALL BE HONOURED; YET IS THERE NONE OF THEM GREATER THAN HE THAT FEARETH THE LORD. {10:25} UNTO THE SERVANT THAT IS WISE SHALL THEY THAT ARE FREE DO SERVICE: AND HE THAT HATH KNOWLEDGE WILL NOT GRUDGE WHEN HE IS REFORMED. {10:26} BE NOT OVERWISE IN DOING THY BUSINESS; AND BOAST NOT THYSELF IN THE TIME OF THY DISTRESS. {10:27} BETTER IS HE THAT LABOURETH, AND ABOUNDETH IN ALL THINGS, THEN HE THAT BOASTETH HIMSELF, AND WANTETH BREAD. {10:28} MY SON, GLORIFY THY SOUL IN MEEKNESS, AND GIVE IT HONOUR ACCORDING TO THE DIGNITY THEREOF. {10:29} WHO WILL JUSTIFY HIM THAT SINNETH AGAINST HIS OWN SOUL? AND WHO WILL HONOUR HIM THAT DISHONOURETH HIS OWN LIFE? {10:30} THE POOR MAN IS HONOURED FOR HIS SKILL, AND THE RICH MAN IS HONOURED FOR HIS RICHES. {10:31} HE THAT IS HONOURED IN POVERTY, HOW MUCH MORE IN RICHES? AND HE THAT IS DISHONOURABLE IN RICHES, HOW MUCH MORE IN POVERTY? 
{11:1} WISDOM LIFTETH UP THE HEAD OF HIM THAT IS OF LOW DEGREE, AND MAKETH HIM TO SIT AMONG GREAT MEN. {11:2} COMMEND NOT A MAN FOR HIS BEAUTY; NEITHER ABHOR A MAN FOR HIS OUTWARD APPEARANCE. {11:3} THE BEE IS LITTLE AMONG SUCH AS FLY; BUT HER FRUIT IS THE CHIEF OF SWEET THINGS. {11:4} BOAST NOT OF THY CLOTHING AND RAIMENT, AND EXALT NOT THYSELF IN THE DAY OF HONOUR: FOR THE WORKS OF THE LORD ARE WONDERFUL, AND HIS WORKS AMONG MEN ARE HIDDEN. {11:5} MANY KINGS HAVE SAT DOWN UPON THE GROUND; AND ONE THAT WAS NEVER THOUGHT OF HATH WORN THE CROWN. {11:6} MANY MIGHTY MEN HAVE BEEN GREATLY DISGRACED; AND THE HONOURABLE DELIVERED INTO OTHER MEN’S HANDS. {11:7} BLAME NOT BEFORE THOU HAST EXAMINED THE TRUTH: UNDERSTAND FIRST, AND THEN REBUKE. {11:8} ANSWER NOT BEFORE THOU HAST HEARD THE CAUSE: NEITHER INTERRUPT MEN IN THE MIDST OF THEIR TALK. {11:9} STRIVE NOT IN A MATTER THAT CONCERNETH THEE NOT; AND SIT NOT IN JUDGMENT WITH SINNERS. {11:10} MY SON, MEDDLE NOT WITH MANY MATTERS: FOR IF THOU MEDDLE MUCH, THOU SHALT NOT BE INNOCENT; AND IF THOU FOLLOW AFTER, THOU SHALT NOT OBTAIN, NEITHER SHALT THOU ESCAPE BY FLEEING. {11:11} THERE IS ONE THAT LABOURETH, AND TAKETH PAINS, AND MAKETH HASTE, AND IS SO MUCH THE MORE BEHIND. {11:12} AGAIN, THERE IS ANOTHER THAT IS SLOW, AND HATH NEED OF HELP, WANTING ABILITY, AND FULL OF POVERTY; YET THE EYE OF THE LORD LOOKED UPON HIM FOR GOOD, AND SET HIM UP FROM HIS LOW ESTATE, {11:13} AND LIFTED UP HIS HEAD FROM MISERY; SO THAT MANY THAT SAW FROM HIM IS PEACE OVER ALL THE {11:14} PROSPERITY AND ADVERSITY, LIFE AND DEATH, POVERTY AND RICHES, COME OF THE LORD. {11:15} WISDOM, KNOWLEDGE, AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE LAW, ARE OF THE LORD: LOVE, AND THE WAY OF GOOD WORKS, ARE FROM HIM. {11:16} ERROR AND DARKNESS HAD THEIR BEGINNING TOGETHER WITH SINNERS: AND EVIL SHALL WAX OLD WITH THEM THAT GLORY THEREIN. {11:17} THE GIFT OF THE LORD REMAINETH WITH THE UNGODLY, AND HIS FAVOUR BRINGETH PROSPERITY FOR EVER. {11:18} THERE IS THAT WAXETH RICH BY HIS WARINESS AND PINCHING, AND THIS, HIS, THE PORTION OF HIS REWARD: {11:19} WHEREAS HE SAITH, I HAVE FOUND REST, AND NOW WILL EAT CONTINUALLY OF MY GOODS; AND YET HE KNOWETH NOT WHAT TIME SHALL COME UPON HIM, AND THAT HE MUST LEAVE THOSE THINGS TO OTHERS, AND DIE. {11:20} BE STEDFAST IN THY COVENANT, AND BE CONVERSANT THEREIN, AND WAX OLD IN THY WORK. {11:21} MARVEL NOT AT THE WORKS OF SINNERS; BUT TRUST IN THE LORD, AND ABIDE IN THY LABOUR: FOR IT IS AN EASY THING IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD ON THE SUDDEN TO MAKE A POOR MAN RICH. {11:22} THE BLESSING OF THE LORD IS IN THE REWARD OF THE GODLY, AND SUDDENLY HE MAKETH HIS BLESSING FLOURISH. {11:23} SAY NOT, WHAT PROFIT IS THERE OF MY SERVICE? AND WHAT GOOD THINGS SHALL I HAVE HEREAFTER? {11:24} AGAIN, SAY NOT, I HAVE ENOUGH, AND POSSESS MANY THINGS, AND WHAT EVIL SHALL I HAVE HEREAFTER? {11:25} IN THE DAY OF PROSPERITY THERE IS A FORGETFULNESS OF AFFLICTION: AND IN THE DAY OF AFFLICTION THERE IS NO MORE REMEMBRANCE OF PROSPERITY. {11:26} FOR IT IS AN EASY THING UNTO THE LORD IN THE DAY OF DEATH TO REWARD A MAN ACCORDING TO HIS WAYS. {11:27} THE AFFLICTION OF AN HOUR MAKETH A MAN FORGET PLEASURE: AND IN HIS END HIS DEEDS SHALL BE DISCOVERED. {11:28} JUDGE NONE BLESSED BEFORE HIS DEATH: FOR A MAN SHALL BE KNOWN IN HIS CHILDREN. {11:29} BRING NOT EVERY MAN INTO THINE HOUSE: FOR THE DECEITFUL MAN HATH MANY TRAINS. {11:30} LIKE AS A PARTRIDGE TAKEN [AND KEPT] IN A CAGE, SO IS THE HEART OF THE PROUD; AND LIKE AS A SPY, WATCHETH HE FOR THY FALL: {11:31} FOR HE LIETH IN WAIT, AND TURNETH GOOD INTO EVIL, AND IN THINGS WORTHY PRAISE WILL LAY BLAME UPON THEE. {11:32} OF A SPARK OF FIRE A HEAP OF COALS IS KINDLED: AND A SINFUL MAN LAYETH WAIT FOR BLOOD. {11:33} TAKE HEED OF A MISCHIEVOUS MAN, FOR HE WORKETH WICKEDNESS; LEST HE BRING UPON THEE A PERPETUAL BLOT. {11:34} RECEIVE A STRANGER INTO THINE HOUSE, AND HE WILL DISTURB THEE, AND TURN THEE OUT OF THINE OWN. 
{12:1} WHEN THOU WILT DO GOOD KNOW TO WHOM THOU DOEST IT; SO SHALT THOU BE THANKED FOR THY BENEFITS. {12:2} DO GOOD TO THE GODLY MAN, AND THOU SHALT FIND A RECOMPENCE; AND IF NOT FROM HIM, YET FROM THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. {12:3} THERE CAN NO GOOD COME TO HIM THAT IS ALWAYS OCCUPIED IN EVIL, NOR TO HIM THAT GIVETH NO ALMS. {12:4} GIVE TO THE GODLY MAN, AND HELP NOT A SINNER. {12:5} DO WELL UNTO HIM THAT IS LOWLY, BUT GIVE NOT TO THE UNGODLY: HOLD BACK THY BREAD, AND GIVE IT NOT UNTO HIM, LEST HE OVERMASTER THEE THEREBY: FOR [ELSE] THOU SHALT RECEIVE TWICE AS MUCH EVIL FOR ALL THE GOOD THOU SHALT HAVE DONE UNTO HIM. {12:6} FOR THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] HATETH SINNERS, AND WILL REPAY VENGEANCE UNTO THE UNGODLY, AND KEEPETH THEM AGAINST THE MIGHTY DAY OF THEIR PUNISHMENT. {12:7} GIVE UNTO THE GOOD, AND HELP NOT THE SINNER. {12:8} A FRIEND CANNOT BE KNOWN IN PROSPERITY: AND AN ENEMY CANNOT BE HIDDEN IN ADVERSITY. {12:9} IN THE PROSPERITY OF A MAN ENEMIES WILL BE GRIEVED: BUT IN HIS ADVERSITY EVEN A FRIEND WILL DEPART. {12:10} NEVER TRUST THINE ENEMY: FOR LIKE AS IRON RUSTETH, SO IS HIS WICKEDNESS. {12:11} THOUGH HE, HUMBLE HIMSELF, AND GO CROUCHING, YET TAKE GOOD HEED AND BEWARE OF HIM, AND THOU SHALT BE UNTO HIM AS IF THOU HADST WIPED A LOOKINGGLASS, AND THOU SHALT KNOW THAT HIS RUST HATH NOT BEEN ALTOGETHER WIPED AWAY. {12:12} SET HIM NOT BY THEE, LEST, WHEN HE HATH OVERTHROWN THEE, HE, STAND UP IN THY PLACE; NEITHER LET HIM SIT AT THY RIGHT HAND, LEST HE SEEK TO TAKE THY SEAT, AND THOU AT THE LAST REMEMBER MY WORDS, AND BE PRICKED THEREWITH. {12:13} WHO WILL PITY A CHARMER THAT IS BITTEN WITH A SERPENT, OR ANY SUCH AS COME NIGH WILD BEASTS? {12:14} SO ONE THAT GOETH TO A SINNER, AND IS DEFILED WITH HIM IN HIS SINS, WHO WILL PITY? {12:15} FOR A WHILE HE WILL ABIDE WITH THEE, BUT IF THOU BEGIN TO FALL, HE WILL NOT TARRY. {12:16} AN ENEMY SPEAKETH SWEETLY WITH HIS LIPS, BUT IN HIS HEART HE IMAGINETH HOW TO THROW THEE INTO A PIT: HE WILL WEEP WITH HIS EYES, BUT IF HE, FIND OPPORTUNITY, HE WILL NOT BE SATISFIED WITH BLOOD. {12:17} IF ADVERSITY COME UPON THEE, THOU SHALT FIND HIM THERE FIRST; AND THOUGH HE, PRETEND TO HELP THEE, YET SHALL HE UNDERMINE THEE. {12:18} HE WILL SHAKE HIS HEAD, AND CLAP HIS HANDS, AND WHISPER MUCH, AND CHANGE HIS COUNTENANCE. 
{13:1} HE THAT TOUCHETH PITCH SHALL BE DEFILED THEREWITH; AND HE THAT HATH FELLOWSHIP WITH A PROUD MAN SHALL BE LIKE UNTO HIM. {13:2} BURDEN NOT THYSELF ABOVE THY POWER WHILE THOU LIVEST; AND HAVE NO FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE THAT IS MIGHTIER AND RICHER THAN THYSELF: FOR HOW AGREE THE KETTLE AND THE EARTHEN POT TOGETHER? FOR IF THE ONE BE SMITTEN AGAINST THE OTHER, IT SHALL BE BROKEN. {13:3} THE RICH MAN HATH DONE WRONG, AND YET HE THREATENETH WITHAL: THE POOR IS WRONGED, AND HE MUST INTREAT ALSO. {13:4} IF THOU BE FOR HIS PROFIT, HE WILL USE THEE: BUT IF THOU HAVE NOTHING, HE WILL FORSAKE THEE. {13:5} IF THOU HAVE ANY THING, HE WILL LIVE WITH THEE: YEA, HE WILL MAKE THEE BARE, AND WILL NOT BE SORRY FOR IT. {13:6} IF HE, HAVE NEED OF THEE, HE WILL DECEIVE THEE, AND SMILE UPON THEE, AND PUT THEE IN HOPE; HE WILL SPEAK THEE FAIR, AND SAY, WHAT WANTEST THOU? {13:7} AND HE WILL SHAME THEE BY HIS MEATS, UNTIL HE, HAVE DRAWN THEE DRY TWICE OR THRICE, AND AT THE LAST HE WILL LAUGH THEE TO SCORN AFTERWARD, WHEN HE SEETH THEE, HE WILL FORSAKE THEE, AND SHAKE HIS HEAD AT THEE. {13:8} BEWARE THAT THOU BE NOT DECEIVED AND BROUGHT DOWN IN THY JOLLITY. {13:9} IF THOU BE INVITED OF A MIGHTY MAN, WITHDRAW THYSELF, AND SO MUCH THE MORE WILL HE INVITE THEE. {13:10} PRESS THOU NOT UPON HIM, LEST THOU BE PUT BACK; STAND NOT FAR OFF, LEST THOU BE FORGOTTEN. {13:11} AFFECT NOT TO BE MADE EQUAL UNTO HIM IN TALK, AND BELIEVE NOT HIS MANY WORDS: FOR WITH MUCH COMMUNICATION WILL HE TEMPT THEE, AND SMILING UPON THEE WILL GET OUT THY SECRETS: {13:12} BUT CRUELLY HE WILL LAY UP THY WORDS, AND WILL NOT SPARE TO DO THEE HURT, AND TO PUT THEE IN PRISON. {13:13} OBSERVE, AND TAKE GOOD HEED, FOR THOU WALKEST IN PERIL OF THY OVERTHROWING: WHEN THOU HEAREST THESE THINGS, AWAKE IN THY SLEEP. {13:14} LOVE THE LORD ALL THY LIFE, AND CALL UPON HIM FOR THY SALVATION. {13:15} EVERY BEAST LOVETH HIS LIKE, AND EVERY MAN LOVETH HIS NEIGHBOR. {13:16} ALL FLESH CONSORTETH ACCORDING TO KIND, AND A MAN WILL CLEAVE TO HIS LIKE. {13:17} WHAT FELLOWSHIP HATH THE WOLF WITH THE LAMB? SO THE SINNER WITH THE GODLY. {13:18} WHAT AGREEMENT IS THERE BETWEEN THE HYENA AND A DOG? AND WHAT PEACE BETWEEN THE RICH AND THE POOR? {13:19} AS THE WILD ASS IS THE LION’S PREY IN THE WILDERNESS: SO, THE RICH EAT UP THE POOR. {13:20} AS THE PROUD HATE HUMILITY: SO DOTH THE RICH ABHOR THE POOR. {13:21} A RICH MAN BEGINNING TO FALL IS HELD UP OF HIS FRIENDS: BUT A POOR MAN BEING DOWN IS THRUST AWAY BY HIS FRIENDS. {13:22} WHEN A RICH MAN IS FALLEN, HE HATH MANY HELPERS: HE SPEAKETH THINGS NOT TO BE SPOKEN, AND YET MEN JUSTIFY HIM: THE POOR MAN SLIPPED, AND YET THEY REBUKED HIM TOO; HE SPAKE WISELY, AND COULD HAVE NO PLACE. {13:23} WHEN A RICH MAN SPEAKETH, EVERY MAN HOLDETH HIS TONGUE, AND, LOOK, WHAT HE SAITH, THEY EXTOL IT TO THE CLOUDS: BUT IF THE POOR MAN, SPEAK, THEY SAY, WHAT FELLOW IS THIS? AND IF HE, STUMBLE, THEY WILL HELP TO OVERTHROW HIM. {13:24} RICHES ARE GOOD UNTO HIM THAT HATH NO SIN, AND POVERTY IS EVIL IN THE MOUTH OF THE UNGODLY. {13:25} THE HEART OF A MAN CHANGETH HIS COUNTENANCE, WHETHER IT BE FOR GOOD OR EVIL: AND A MERRY HEART MAKETH A CHEERFUL COUNTENANCE. {13:26} A CHEERFUL COUNTENANCE IS A TOKEN OF A HEART THAT IS IN PROSPERITY; AND THE FINDING OUT OF PARABLES IS A WEARISOME LABOUR OF THE MIND.
{14:1} BLESSED IS THE MAN THAT HATH NOT SLIPPED WITH HIS MOUTH, AND IS NOT PRICKED WITH THE MULTITUDE OF SINS. {14:2} BLESSED IS HE WHOSE CONSCIENCE HATH NOT CONDEMNED HIM, AND WHO IS NOT FALLEN FROM HIS HOPE IN THE LORD. {14:3} RICHES ARE NOT COMELY FOR A NIGGARD: AND WHAT SHOULD AN ENVIOUS MAN DO WITH MONEY? {14:4} HE THAT GATHERETH BY DEFRAUDING HIS OWN SOUL GATHERETH FOR OTHERS, THAT SHALL SPEND HIS GOODS RIOTOUSLY. {14:5} HE THAT IS EVIL TO HIMSELF, TO WHOM WILL HE BE GOOD? HE SHALL NOT TAKE PLEASURE IN HIS GOODS. {14:6} THERE IS NONE WORSE THAN HE THAT ENVIETH HIMSELF; AND THIS IS A RECOMPENCE OF HIS WICKEDNESS. {14:7} AND IF HE DOETH GOOD, HE DOETH IT UNWILLINGLY; AND AT THE LAST HE WILL DECLARE HIS WICKEDNESS. {14:8} THE ENVIOUS MAN HATH A WICKED EYE; HE TURNETH AWAY HIS FACE, AND DESPISETH MEN. {14:9} A COVETOUS MAN’S EYE IS NOT SATISFIED WITH HIS PORTION; AND THE INIQUITY OF THE WICKED DRIETH UP HIS SOUL. {14:10} A WICKED EYE ENVIETH [HIS] BREAD, AND HE IS A NIGGARD AT HIS TABLE. {14:11} MY SON, ACCORDING TO THY ABILITY DO GOOD TO THYSELF, AND GIVE THE LORD HIS DUE OFFERING. {14:12} REMEMBER THAT DEATH WILL NOT BE LONG IN COMING, AND THAT THE COVENANT OF THE GRAVE IS NOT SHEWED UNTO THEE. {14:13} DO GOOD UNTO THY FRIEND BEFORE THOU DIE, AND ACCORDING TO THY ABILITY STRETCH OUT THY HAND AND GIVE TO HIM. {14:14} DEFRAUD NOT THYSELF OF THE GOOD DAY, AND LET NOT THE PART OF A GOOD DESIRE, OVERPASS THEE. {14:15} SHALT THOU NOT LEAVE THY TRAVAILS UNTO ANOTHER? AND THY LABOURS TO BE DIVIDED BY LOT? {14:16} GIVE, AND TAKE, AND SANCTIFY THY SOUL; FOR THERE IS NO SEEKING OF DAINTIES IN THE GRAVE. {14:17} ALL FLESH WAXETH OLD AS A GARMENT: FOR THE COVENANT FROM THE BEGINNING IS, THOU SHALT DIE THE DEATH. {14:18} AS OF THE GREEN LEAVES ON A THICK TREE, SOME FALL, AND SOME GROW; SO IS THE GENERATION OF FLESH AND BLOOD, ONE COMETH TO AN END, AND ANOTHER IS BORN. {14:19} EVERY WORK ROTTETH AND CONSUMETH AWAY, AND THE WORKER THEREOF SHALL GO WITHAL. {14:20} BLESSED IS THE MAN THAT DOTH MEDITATE GOOD THINGS IN WISDOM, AND THAT REASONETH OF HOLY THINGS BY HIS UNDERSTANDING. {14:21} HE THAT CONSIDERETH HER WAYS IN HIS HEART SHALL ALSO HAVE UNDERSTANDING IN HER SECRETS. {14:22} GO AFTER HER AS ONE THAT TRACETH, AND LIE IN WAIT IN HER WAYS. {14:23} HE THAT PRIETH IN AT HER WINDOWS SHALL ALSO HEARKEN AT HER DOORS. {14:24} HE THAT DOTH LODGE NEAR HER HOUSE SHALL ALSO FASTEN A PIN IN HER WALLS. {14:25} HE SHALL PITCH HIS TENT NIGH UNTO HER, AND SHALL LODGE IN A LODGING WHERE GOOD THINGS ARE. {14:26} HE SHALL SET HIS CHILDREN UNDER HER SHELTER, AND SHALL LODGE UNDER HER BRANCHES. {14:27} BY HER HE SHALL BE COVERED FROM HEAT, AND IN HER GLORY SHALL HE DWELL. 
{15:1} HE THAT FEARETH THE LORD WILL DO GOOD, AND HE THAT HATH THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LAW SHALL OBTAIN HER. {15:2} AND AS A MOTHER SHALL SHE MEET HIM, AND RECEIVE HIM AS A WIFE MARRIED OF A VIRGIN. {15:3} WITH THE BREAD OF UNDERSTANDING SHALL SHE FEED HIM, AND GIVE HIM THE WATER OF WISDOM TO DRINK. {15:4} HE SHALL BE STAYED UPON HER, AND SHALL NOT BE MOVED; AND SHALL RELY UPON HER, AND SHALL NOT BE CONFOUNDED. {15:5} SHE SHALL EXALT HIM ABOVE HIS NEIGHBOURS, AND IN THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION SHALL SHE OPEN HIS MOUTH. {15:6} HE SHALL FIND JOY AND A CROWN OF GLADNESS, AND SHE SHALL CAUSE HIM TO INHERIT AN EVERLASTING NAME. {15:7} BUT FOOLISH MEN SHALL NOT ATTAIN UNTO HER, AND SINNERS SHALL NOT SEE HER. {15:8} FOR SHE IS FAR FROM PRIDE, AND MEN THAT ARE LIARS CANNOT REMEMBER HER. {15:9} PRAISE IS NOT SEEMLY IN THE MOUTH OF A SINNER, FOR IT WAS NOT SENT HIM OF THE LORD. {15:10} FOR PRAISE SHALL BE UTTERED IN WISDOM, AND THE LORD WILL PROSPER IT. {15:11} SAY NOT THOU, IT IS THROUGH THE LORD THAT I FELL AWAY: FOR THOU OUGHTEST NOT TO DO THE THINGS THAT HE HATETH. {15:12} SAY NOT THOU, HE HATH CAUSED ME TO ERR: FOR HE HATH NO NEED OF THE SINFUL MAN. {15:13} THE LORD HATETH ALL ABOMINATION; AND THEY THAT FEAR GOD LOVE IT NOT. {15:14} HE HIMSELF MADE MAN FROM THE BEGINNING, AND LEFT HIM IN THE HAND OF HIS COUNSEL; {15:15} IF THOU WILT, TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS, AND TO PERFORM ACCEPTABLE FAITHFULNESS. {15:16} HE HATH SET FIRE AND WATER BEFORE THEE: STRETCH FORTH THY HAND UNTO WHETHER THOU WILT. {15:17} BEFORE MAN IS LIFE AND DEATH; AND WHETHER HIM LIKETH SHALL BE GIVEN HIM. {15:18} FOR THE WISDOM OF THE LORD IS GREAT, AND HE IS MIGHTY IN POWER, AND BEHOLDETH ALL THINGS: {15:19} AND HIS EYES ARE UPON THEM THAT FEAR HIM, AND HE KNOWETH EVERY WORK OF MAN. {15:20} HE HATH COMMANDED NO MAN TO DO WICKEDLY, NEITHER HATH HE GIVEN ANY MAN LICENCE TO SIN. 
{16:1} DESIRE NOT A MULTITUDE OF UNPROFITABLE CHILDREN, NEITHER DELIGHT IN UNGODLY SONS. {16:2} THOUGH THEY MULTIPLY, REJOICE NOT IN THEM, EXCEPT THE FEAR OF THE LORD BE WITH THEM. {16:3} TRUST NOT THOU IN THEIR LIFE, NEITHER RESPECT THEIR MULTITUDE: FOR ONE THAT IS JUST IS BETTER THAN A THOUSAND; AND BETTER IT IS TO DIE WITHOUT CHILDREN, THAN TO HAVE THEM THAT ARE UNGODLY. {16:4} FOR BY ONE THAT HATH UNDERSTANDING SHALL THE CITY BE REPLENISHED: BUT THE KINDRED OF THE WICKED SHALL SPEEDILY BECOME DESOLATE. {16:5} MANY SUCH THINGS HAVE I SEEN WITH MINE EYES, AND MINE EAR HATH HEARD GREATER THINGS THAN THESE. {16:6} IN THE CONGREGATION OF THE UNGODLY SHALL A FIRE BE KINDLED; AND IN A REBELLIOUS NATION WRATH IS SET ON FIRE. {16:7} HE WAS NOT PACIFIED TOWARD THE OLD GIANTS, WHO FELL AWAY IN THE STRENGTH OF THEIR FOOLISHNESS. {16:8} NEITHER SPARED HE THE PLACE WHERE LOT SOJOURNED, BUT ABHORRED THEM FOR THEIR PRIDE. {16:9} HE PITIED NOT THE PEOPLE OF PERDITION, WHO WERE TAKEN AWAY IN THEIR SINS: {16:10} NOR THE SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND FOOTMEN, WHO WERE GATHERED TOGETHER IN THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS. {16:11} AND IF THERE BE ONE STIFFNECKED AMONG THE PEOPLE, IT IS MARVEL IF HE, ESCAPE UNPUNISHED: FOR MERCY AND WRATH ARE WITH HIM; HE IS MIGHTY TO FORGIVE, AND TO POUR OUT DISPLEASURE. {16:12} AS HIS MERCY IS GREAT, SO IS HIS CORRECTION ALSO: HE JUDGETH A MAN ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS {16:13} THE SINNER SHALL NOT ESCAPE WITH HIS SPOILS: AND THE PATIENCE OF THE GODLY SHALL NOT BE FRUSTRATE. {16:14} MAKE WAY FOR EVERY WORK OF MERCY: FOR EVERY MAN SHALL FIND ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS. {16:15} THE LORD HARDENED PHARAOH, THAT HE SHOULD NOT KNOW HIM, THAT HIS POWERFUL WORKS MIGHT BE KNOWN TO THE WORLD. {16:16} HIS MERCY IS MANIFEST TO EVERY CREATURE; AND HE HATH SEPARATED HIS LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS WITH AN ADAMANT. {16:17} SAY NOT THOU, I WILL HIDE MYSELF FROM THE LORD: SHALL ANY REMEMBER ME FROM ABOVE? I SHALL NOT BE REMEMBERED AMONG SO MANY PEOPLE: FOR WHAT IS MY SOUL AMONG SUCH AN INFINITE NUMBER OF CREATURES? {16:18} BEHOLD, THE HEAVEN, AND THE HEAVEN OF HEAVENS, THE DEEP, AND THE EARTH, AND ALL THAT THEREIN IS, SHALL BE MOVED WHEN HE SHALL VISIT. {16:19} THE MOUNTAINS ALSO AND FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH BE SHAKEN WITH TREMBLING, WHEN THE LORD LOOKETH UPON THEM. {16:20} NO HEART CAN THINK UPON THESE THINGS WORTHILY: AND WHO IS ABLE TO CONCEIVE HIS WAYS? {16:21} IT IS A TEMPEST WHICH NO MAN CAN SEE: FOR THE MOST PART OF HIS WORKS, ARE HID. {16:22} WHO CAN DECLARE THE WORKS OF HIS JUSTICE? OR WHO CAN ENDURE THEM? FOR HIS COVENANT IS AFAR OFF, AND THE TRIAL OF ALL THINGS IS IN THE END. {16:23} HE THAT WANTETH UNDERSTANDING WILL THINK UPON VAIN THINGS: AND A FOOLISH MAN ERRING IMAGINETH FOLLIES. {16:24} BY SON, HEARKEN UNTO ME, AND LEARN KNOWLEDGE, AND MARK MY WORDS WITH THY HEART. {16:25} I WILL SHEW FORTH DOCTRINE IN WEIGHT, AND DECLARE HIS KNOWLEDGE EXACTLY. {16:26} THE WORKS OF THE LORD ARE DONE IN JUDGMENT FROM THE BEGINNING: AND FROM THE TIME HE MADE THEM HE DISPOSED THE PARTS THEREOF. {16:27} HE GARNISHED HIS WORKS FOR EVER, AND IN HIS HAND ARE THE CHIEF OF THEM UNTO ALL GENERATIONS: THEY NEITHER LABOUR, NOR ARE WEARY, NOR CEASE FROM THEIR WORKS. {16:28} NONE OF THEM HINDERETH ANOTHER, AND THEY SHALL NEVER DISOBEY HIS WORD. {16:29} AFTER THIS THE LORD LOOKED UPON THE EARTH, AND FILLED IT WITH HIS BLESSINGS. {16:30} WITH ALL MANNER OF LIVING THINGS HATH HE COVERED THE FACE THEREOF; AND THEY SHALL RETURN INTO IT AGAIN.
{17:1} THE LORD CREATED MAN OF THE EARTH, AND TURNED HIM INTO IT AGAIN. {17:2} HE GAVE THEM FEW DAYS, AND A SHORT TIME, AND POWER ALSO OVER THE THINGS THEREIN. {17:3} HE ENDUED THEM WITH STRENGTH BY THEMSELVES, AND MADE THEM ACCORDING TO HIS IMAGE, {17:4} AND PUT THE FEAR OF MAN UPON ALL FLESH, AND GAVE HIM DOMINION OVER BEASTS AND FOWLS. {17:5} THEY RECEIVED THE USE OF THE FIVE OPERATIONS OF THE LORD, AND IN THE SIXTH PLACE HE IMPARTED THEM UNDERSTANDING, AND IN THE SEVENTH SPEECH, AN INTERPRETER OF THE COGITATIONS THEREOF. {17:6} COUNSEL, AND A TONGUE, AND EYES, EARS, AND A HEART, GAVE HE THEM TO UNDERSTAND. {17:7} WITHAL HE FILLED THEM WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF UNDERSTANDING, AND SHEWED THEM GOOD AND EVIL. {17:8} HE SET HIS EYE UPON THEIR HEARTS, THAT HE MIGHT SHEW THEM THE GREATNESS OF HIS WORKS. {17:9} HE GAVE THEM TO GLORY IN HIS MARVELLOUS ACTS FOR EVER, THAT THEY MIGHT DECLARE HIS WORKS WITH UNDERSTANDING. {17:10} AND THE ELECT SHALL PRAISE HIS HOLY NAME. {17:11} BESIDE THIS HE GAVE THEM KNOWLEDGE, AND THE LAW OF LIFE FOR A HERITAGE. {17:12} HE MADE AN EVERLASTING COVENANT WITH THEM, AND SHEWED THEM HIS JUDGMENTS. {17:13} THEIR EYES SAW THE MAJESTY OF HIS GLORY, AND THEIR EARS HEARD HIS GLORIOUS VOICE. {17:14} AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, BEWARE OF ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS; AND HE GAVE EVERY MAN COMMANDMENT CONCERNING HIS NEIGHBOUR. {17:15} THEIR WAYS ARE EVER BEFORE HIM, AND SHALL NOT BE HID FROM HIS EYES. {17:16} EVERY MAN FROM HIS YOUTH IS GIVEN TO EVIL; NEITHER COULD THEY MAKE TO THEMSELVES FLESHY HEARTS FOR STONY. {17:17} FOR IN THE DIVISION OF THE NATIONS OF THE WHOLE EARTH HE SET A RULER OVER EVERY PEOPLE; BUT ISRAEL IS THE LORD’S PORTION: {17:18} WHOM, BEING HIS FIRSTBORN, HE NOURISHETH WITH DISCIPLINE, AND GIVING HIM THE LIGHT OF HIS LOVE DOTH NOT FORSAKE HIM. {17:19} THEREFORE ALL THEIR WORKS ARE AS THE SUN BEFORE HIM, AND HIS EYES ARE CONTINUALLY UPON THEIR WAYS. {17:20} NONE OF THEIR UNRIGHTEOUS DEEDS ARE HID FROM HIM, BUT ALL THEIR SINS ARE BEFORE THE LORD {17:21} BUT THE LORD BEING GRACIOUS AND KNOWING HIS WORKMANSHIP, NEITHER LEFT NOR FORSOOK THEM, BUT SPARED THEM. {17:22} THE ALMS OF A MAN IS AS A SIGNET WITH HIM, AND HE WILL KEEP THE GOOD DEEDS OF MAN AS THE APPLE OF THE EYE, AND GIVE REPENTANCE TO HIS SONS AND DAUGHTERS. {17:23} AFTERWARDS HE WILL RISE UP AND REWARD THEM, AND RENDER THEIR RECOMPENCE UPON THEIR HEADS. {17:24} BUT UNTO THEM THAT REPENT, HE GRANTED THEM RETURN, AND COMFORTED THOSE THAT FAILED IN PATIENCE. {17:25} RETURN UNTO THE LORD, AND FORSAKE THY SINS, MAKE THY PRAYER BEFORE HIS FACE, AND OFFEND LESS. {17:26} TURN AGAIN TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND TURN AWAY FROM INIQUITY: FOR HE WILL LEAD THEE OUT OF DARKNESS INTO THE LIGHT OF HEALTH, AND HATE THOU ABOMINATION VEHEMENTLY. {17:27} WHO SHALL PRAISE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] IN THE GRAVE, INSTEAD OF THEM WHICH LIVE AND GIVE THANKS? {17:28} THANKSGIVING PERISHETH FROM THE DEAD, AS FROM ONE THAT IS NOT: THE LIVING AND SOUND IN HEART SHALL PRAISE THE LORD. {17:29} HOW GREAT IS THE LOVINGKINDNESS OF THE LORD OUR GOD, AND HIS COMPASSION UNTO SUCH AS TURN UNTO HIM IN HOLINESS! {17:30} FOR ALL THINGS CANNOT BE IN MEN, BECAUSE THE SON OF MAN IS NOT IMMORTAL. {17:31} WHAT IS BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN? YET THE LIGHT THEREOF FAILETH; AND FLESH AND BLOOD WILL IMAGINE EVIL. {17:32} HE VIEWETH THE POWER OF THE HEIGHT OF HEAVEN; AND ALL MEN ARE BUT EARTH AND ASHES.
{18:1} HE THAT LIVETH FOR EVER HATH CREATED ALL THINGS IN GENERAL. {18:2} THE LORD ONLY IS RIGHTEOUS, AND THERE IS NONE OTHER BUT HE, {18:3} WHO GOVERNETH THE WORLD WITH THE PALM OF HIS HAND, AND ALL THINGS OBEY HIS WILL: FOR HE IS THE KING OF ALL, BY HIS POWER DIVIDING HOLY THINGS AMONG THEM FROM PROFANE. {18:4} TO WHOM HATH HE GIVEN POWER TO DECLARE HIS WORKS? AND WHO SHALL FIND OUT HIS NOBLE ACTS? {18:5} WHO SHALL NUMBER THE STRENGTH OF HIS MAJESTY? AND WHO SHALL ALSO TELL OUT HIS MERCIES? {18:6} AS FOR THE WONDROUS WORKS OF THE LORD, THERE MAY NOTHING BE TAKEN FROM THEM, NEITHER MAY ANY THING BE PUT UNTO THEM, NEITHER CAN THE GROUND OF THEM BE FOUND OUT. {18:7} WHEN A MAN HATH DONE, THEN HE BEGINNETH; AND WHEN HE LEAVETH OFF, THEN HE SHALL BE DOUBTFUL. {18:8} WHAT IS MAN, AND WHERETO SERVETH HE? WHAT IS HIS GOOD, AND WHAT IS HIS EVIL? {18:9} THE NUMBER OF A MAN’S DAYS AT THE MOST ARE A HUNDRED YEARS. {18:10} AS A DROP OF WATER UNTO THE SEA, AND A GRAVELSTONE IN COMPARISON OF THE SAND; SO ARE A THOUSAND YEARS TO THE DAYS OF ETERNITY. {18:11} THEREFORE IS GOD PATIENT WITH THEM, AND POURETH FORTH HIS MERCY UPON THEM. {18:12} HE SAW AND PERCEIVED THEIR END TO BE EVIL; THEREFORE, HE MULTIPLIED HIS COMPASSION. {18:13} THE MERCY OF MAN IS TOWARD HIS NEIGHBOUR; BUT THE MERCY OF THE LORD IS UPON ALL FLESH: HE REPROVETH, AND NURTURETH, AND TEACHETH AND BRINGETH AGAIN, AS A SHEPHERD HIS FLOCK. {18:14} HE HATH MERCY ON THEM THAT RECEIVE DISCIPLINE, AND THAT DILIGENTLY SEEK AFTER HIS JUDGMENTS. {18:15} MY SON, BLEMISH NOT THY GOOD DEEDS, NEITHER USE UNCOMFORTABLE WORDS WHEN THOU GIVEST ANY THING. {18:16} SHALL NOT THE DEW ASSWAGE THE HEAT? SO IS A WORD BETTER THAN A GIFT. {18:17} LO, IS NOT A WORD BETTER THAN A GIFT? BUT BOTH ARE WITH A GRACIOUS MAN. {18:18} A FOOL WILL UPBRAID CHURLISHLY, AND A GIFT OF THE ENVIOUS CONSUMETH THE EYES. {18:19} LEARN BEFORE THOU SPEAK, AND USE PHYSICK OR EVER THOU BE SICK. {18:20} BEFORE JUDGMENT EXAMINE THYSELF, AND IN THE DAY OF VISITATION THOU SHALT FIND MERCY. {18:21} HUMBLE THYSELF BEFORE THOU BE SICK, AND IN THE TIME OF SINS SHEW REPENTANCE. {18:22} LET NOTHING HINDER THEE TO PAY THY VOW IN DUE TIME, AND DEFER NOT UNTIL DEATH TO BE JUSTIFIED. {18:23} BEFORE THOU PRAYEST, PREPARE THYSELF; AND BE NOT AS ONE THAT TEMPTETH THE LORD. {18:24} THINK UPON THE WRATH THAT SHALL BE AT THE END, AND THE TIME OF VENGEANCE, WHEN HE SHALL TURN AWAY HIS FACE. {18:25} WHEN THOU HAST ENOUGH, REMEMBER THE TIME OF HUNGER: AND WHEN THOU ART RICH, THINK UPON POVERTY AND NEED. {18:26} FROM THE MORNING UNTIL THE EVENING THE TIME IS CHANGED, AND ALL THINGS ARE SOON DONE BEFORE THE LORD. {18:27} A WISE MAN WILL FEAR IN EVERY THING, AND IN THE DAY OF SINNING HE WILL BEWARE OF OFFENCE: BUT A FOOL WILL NOT OBSERVE TIME. {18:28} EVERY MAN OF UNDERSTANDING KNOWETH WISDOM, AND WILL GIVE PRAISE UNTO HIM THAT FOUND HER. {18:29} THEY THAT WERE OF UNDERSTANDING IN SAYINGS BECAME ALSO WISE THEMSELVES, AND POURED FORTH EXQUISITE PARABLES. {18:30} GO NOT AFTER THY LUSTS, BUT REFRAIN THYSELF FROM THINE APPETITES. {18:31} IF THOU GIVEST THY SOUL THE DESIRES THAT PLEASE HER, SHE WILL MAKE THEE A LAUGHINGSTOCK TO THINE ENEMIES THAT MALIGN THEE. {18:32} TAKE NOT PLEASURE IN MUCH GOOD CHEER, NEITHER BE TIED TO THE EXPENCE THEREOF. {18:33} BE NOT MADE A BEGGAR BY BANQUETING UPON BORROWING, WHEN THOU HAST NOTHING IN THY PURSE: FOR THOU SHALT LIE IN WAIT FOR THINE OWN LIFE, AND BE TALKED ON.
{19:1} A LABOURING MAN THAT A IS GIVEN TO DRUNKENNESS SHALL NOT BE RICH: AND HE THAT CONTEMNETH SMALL THINGS SHALL FALL BY LITTLE AND LITTLE. {19:2} WINE AND WOMEN WILL MAKE MEN OF UNDERSTANDING TO FALL AWAY: AND HE THAT CLEAVETH TO HARLOTS WILL BECOME IMPUDENT. {19:3} MOTHS AND WORMS SHALL HAVE HIM TO HERITAGE, AND A BOLD MAN SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY. {19:4} HE THAT IS HASTY TO GIVE CREDIT IS LIGHTMINDED; AND HE THAT SINNETH SHALL OFFEND AGAINST HIS OWN SOUL. {19:5} WHOSO TAKETH PLEASURE IN WICKEDNESS SHALL BE CONDEMNED: BUT HE THAT RESISTETH PLEASURES CROWNETH HIS LIFE. {19:6} HE THAT CAN RULE HIS TONGUE SHALL LIVE WITHOUT STRIFE; AND HE THAT HATETH BABBLING SHALL HAVE LESS EVIL. {19:7} REHEARSE NOT UNTO ANOTHER THAT WHICH IS TOLD UNTO THEE, AND THOU SHALT FARE NEVER THE WORSE. {19:8} WHETHER IT BE TO FRIEND OR FOE, TALK NOT OF OTHER MEN’S LIVES; AND IF THOU CANST WITHOUT OFFENCE, REVEAL THEM NOT. {19:9} FOR HE HEARD AND OBSERVED THEE, AND WHEN TIME COMETH HE WILL HATE THEE. {19:10} IF THOU HAST HEARD A WORD, LET IT DIE WITH THEE; AND BE BOLD, IT WILL NOT BURST THEE. {19:11} A FOOL TRAVAILETH WITH A WORD, AS A WOMAN IN LABOUR OF A CHILD. {19:12} AS AN ARROW THAT STICKETH IN A MAN’S THIGH, SO IS A WORD WITHIN A FOOL’S BELLY. {19:13} ADMONISH A FRIEND, IT MAYBE HE HATH NOT DONE IT: AND IF HE, HAVE DONE IT, THAT HE, DO IT NO MORE. {19:14} ADMONISH THY FRIEND, IT MAYBE HE HATH NOT SAID IT: AND IF HE, HAVE, THAT HE, SPEAK IT NOT AGAIN. {19:15} ADMONISH A FRIEND: FOR MANY TIMES IT IS A SLANDER, AND BELIEVE NOT EVERY TALE. {19:16} THERE IS ONE THAT SLIPPETH IN HIS SPEECH, BUT NOT FROM HIS HEART; AND WHO IS HE THAT HATH NOT OFFENDED WITH HIS TONGUE? {19:17} ADMONISH THY NEIGHBOUR BEFORE THOU THREATEN HIM; AND NOT BEING ANGRY, GIVE PLACE TO THE LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. {19:18} THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE FIRST STEP TO BE ACCEPTED [OF HIM,] AND WISDOM OBTAINETH HIS LOVE. {19:19} THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD IS THE DOCTRINE OF LIFE: AND THEY THAT DO THINGS THAT PLEASE HIM SHALL RECEIVE THE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF IMMORTALITY. {19:20} THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS ALL WISDOM; AND IN ALL WISDOM IS THE PERFORMANCE OF THE LAW, AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS OMNIPOTENCY. {19:21} IF A SERVANT, SAY TO HIS MASTER, I WILL NOT DO AS IT PLEASETH THEE; THOUGH AFTERWARD HE DO IT, HE ANGERETH HIM THAT NOURISHETH HIM. {19:22} THE KNOWLEDGE OF WICKEDNESS IS NOT WISDOM, NEITHER AT ANY TIME THE COUNSEL OF SINNERS, PRUDENCE. {19:23} THERE IS A WICKEDNESS, AND THE SAME AN ABOMINATION; AND THERE IS A FOOL WANTING IN WISDOM. {19:24} HE THAT HATH SMALL UNDERSTANDING, AND FEARETH GOD, IS BETTER THAN ONE THAT HATH MUCH WISDOM, AND TRANSGRESSETH THE LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. {19:25} THERE IS AN EXQUISITE SUBTILTY, AND THE SAME IS UNJUST; AND THERE IS ONE THAT TURNETH ASIDE TO MAKE JUDGMENT APPEAR; AND THERE IS A WISE MAN THAT JUSTIFIETH IN JUDGMENT. {19:26} THERE IS A WICKED MAN THAT HANGETH DOWN HIS HEAD SADLY; BUT INWARDLY HE IS FULL OF DECEIT, {19:27} CASTING DOWN HIS COUNTENANCE, AND MAKING AS IF HE HEARD NOT: WHERE HE IS NOT KNOWN, HE WILL DO THEE A MISCHIEF BEFORE THOU BE AWARE. {19:28} AND IF FOR WANT OF POWER HE BE HINDERED FROM SINNING, YET WHEN HE FINDETH OPPORTUNITY HE WILL DO EVIL. {19:29} A MAN MAY BE KNOWN BY HIS LOOK, AND ONE THAT HATH UNDERSTANDING BY HIS COUNTENANCE, WHEN THOU MEETEST HIM. {19:30} A MAN’S ATTIRE, AND EXCESSIVE LAUGHTER, AND GAIT, SHEW WHAT HE IS. 
{20:1} THERE IS A REPROOF THAT IS NOT COMELY: AGAIN, SOME MAN HOLDETH HIS TONGUE, AND HE IS WISE. {20:2} IT IS MUCH BETTER TO REPROVE, THAN TO BE ANGRY SECRETLY: AND HE THAT CONFESSETH HIS FAULT SHALL BE PRESERVED FROM HURT. {20:3} HOW GOOD IS IT, WHEN THOU ART REPROVED, TO SHEW REPENTANCE! FOR SO SHALT THOU ESCAPE WILFUL SIN. {20:4} AS IS THE LUST OF A EUNUCH TO DEFLOWER A VIRGIN; SO IS HE THAT EXECUTETH JUDGMENT WITH VIOLENCE. {20:5} THERE IS ONE THAT KEEPETH SILENCE, AND IS FOUND WISE: AND ANOTHER BY MUCH BABBLING BECOMETH HATEFUL. {20:6} SOME MAN HOLDETH HIS TONGUE, BECAUSE HE HATH NOT TO ANSWER: AND SOME KEEPETH SILENCE, KNOWING HIS TIME. {20:7} A WISE MAN WILL HOLD HIS TONGUE TILL HE, SEE OPPORTUNITY: BUT A BABBLER AND A FOOL WILL REGARD NO TIME. {20:8} HE THAT USETH MANY WORDS SHALL BE ABHORRED; AND HE THAT TAKETH TO HIMSELF AUTHORITY THEREIN SHALL BE HATED. {20:9} THERE IS A SINNER THAT HATH GOOD SUCCESS IN EVIL THINGS; AND THERE IS A GAIN THAT TURNETH TO LOSS. {20:10} THERE IS A GIFT THAT SHALL NOT PROFIT THEE; AND THERE IS A GIFT WHOSE RECOMPENCE IS DOUBLE. {20:11} THERE IS AN ABASEMENT BECAUSE OF GLORY; AND THERE IS THAT LIFTETH UP HIS HEAD FROM A LOW ESTATE. {20:12} THERE IS THAT BUYETH MUCH FOR A LITTLE, AND REPAYETH IT SEVENFOLD. {20:13} A WISE MAN BY HIS WORDS MAKETH HIM BELOVED: BUT THE GRACES OF FOOLS SHALL BE POURED OUT. {20:14} THE GIFT OF A FOOL SHALL DO THEE NO GOOD WHEN THOU HAST IT; NEITHER YET OF THE ENVIOUS FOR HIS NECESSITY: FOR HE LOOKETH TO RECEIVE MANY THINGS FOR ONE. {20:15} HE GIVETH LITTLE, AND UPBRAIDETH MUCH; HE OPENETH HIS MOUTH LIKE A CRIER; TO DAY HE LENDETH, AND TO MORROW WILL HE ASK IT AGAIN: SUCH AN ONE IS TO BE HATED OF GOD AND MAN. {20:16} THE FOOL SAITH, I HAVE NO FRIENDS, I HAVE NO THANK FOR ALL MY GOOD DEEDS, AND THEY THAT EAT MY BREAD SPEAK EVIL OF ME. {20:17} HOW OFT, AND OF HOW MANY SHALL HE BE LAUGHED TO SCORN! FOR HE KNOWETH NOT ARIGHT WHAT IT IS TO HAVE; AND IT IS ALL ONE UNTO HIM AS IF HE HAD IT NOT. {20:18} TO SLIP UPON A PAVEMENT IS BETTER THAN TO SLIP WITH THE TONGUE: SO, THE FALL OF THE WICKED SHALL COME SPEEDILY. {20:19} AN UNSEASONABLE TALE WILL ALWAYS BE IN THE MOUTH OF THE UNWISE. {20:20} A WISE SENTENCE SHALL BE REJECTED WHEN IT COMETH OUT OF A FOOL’S MOUTH; FOR HE WILL NOT SPEAK IT IN DUE SEASON. {20:21} THERE IS THAT IS HINDERED FROM SINNING THROUGH WANT: AND WHEN HE TAKETH REST, HE SHALL NOT BE TROUBLED. {20:22} THERE IS THAT DESTROYETH HIS OWN SOUL THROUGH BASHFULNESS, AND BY ACCEPTING OF PERSONS OVERTHROWETH HIMSELF. {20:23} THERE IS THAT FOR BASHFULNESS PROMISETH TO HIS FRIEND, AND MAKETH HIM HIS ENEMY FOR NOTHING. {20:24} A LIE IS A FOUL BLOT IN A MAN, YET IT IS CONTINUALLY IN THE MOUTH OF THE UNTAUGHT. {20:25} A THIEF IS BETTER THAN A MAN THAT IS ACCUSTOMED TO LIE: BUT THEY BOTH SHALL HAVE DESTRUCTION TO HERITAGE. {20:26} THE DISPOSITION OF A LIAR IS DISHONOURABLE, AND HIS SHAME IS EVER WITH HIM. {20:27} A WISE MAN SHALL PROMOTE HIMSELF TO HONOUR WITH HIS WORDS: AND HE THAT HATH UNDERSTANDING WILL PLEASE GREAT MEN. {20:28} HE THAT TILLETH HIS LAND SHALL INCREASE HIS HEAP: AND HE THAT PLEASETH GREAT MEN SHALL GET PARDON FOR INIQUITY. {20:29} PRESENTS AND GIFTS BLIND THE EYES OF THE WISE, AND STOP UP HIS MOUTH THAT HE CANNOT REPROVE. {20:30} WISDOM THAT IS HID, AND TREASURE THAT IS HOARDED UP, WHAT PROFIT IS IN THEM BOTH? {20:31} BETTER IS HE THAT HIDETH HIS FOLLY THAN A MAN THAT HIDETH HIS WISDOM. {20:32} NECESSARY PATIENCE IN SEEKING ING THE LORD IS BETTER THAN HE THAT LEADETH HIS LIFE WITHOUT A GUIDE. 
{21:1} MY SON, HAST THOU SINNED? DO SO NO MORE, BUT ASK PARDON FOR THY FORMER SINS. {21:2} FLEE FROM SIN AS FROM THE FACE OF A SERPENT: FOR IF THOU COMEST TOO NEAR IT, IT WILL BITE THEE: THE TEETH THEREOF ARE AS THE TEETH OF A LION, SLAYING THE SOULS OF MEN. {21:3} ALL INIQUITY IS AS A TWO-EDGED, SWORD, THE [ETERNAL] WOUNDS WHEREOF CANNOT BE HEALED. {21:4} TO TERRIFY AND DO WRONG WILL WASTE RICHES: THUS, THE HOUSE OF PROUD MEN SHALL BE MADE DESOLATE. {21:5} A PRAYER OUT OF A POOR MAN’S MOUTH REACHETH TO THE EARS OF GOD, AND HIS JUDGMENT COMETH SPEEDILY. {21:6} HE THAT HATETH TO BE REPROVED IS IN THE WAY OF SINNERS: BUT HE THAT FEARETH THE LORD WILL REPENT FROM HIS HEART. {21:7} AN ELOQUENT MAN IS KNOWN FAR AND NEAR; BUT A MAN OF UNDERSTANDING KNOWETH WHEN HE SLIPPETH. {21:8} HE THAT BUILDETH HIS HOUSE WITH OTHER MEN’S MONEY IS LIKE ONE THAT GATHERETH HIMSELF STONES FOR THE TOMB OF HIS BURIAL. {21:9} THE CONGREGATION OF THE WICKED IS LIKE TOW WRAPPED TOGETHER: AND THE END OF THEM IS A FLAME OF FIRE TO DESTROY THEM. {21:10} THE WAY OF SINNERS IS MADE PLAIN WITH STONES, BUT AT THE END THEREOF IS THE PIT OF HELL. {21:11} HE THAT KEEPETH THE LAW OF THE LORD GETTETH THE UNDERSTANDING THEREOF: AND THE PERFECTION OF THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS WISDOM. {21:12} HE THAT IS NOT WISE WILL NOT BE TAUGHT: BUT THERE IS A WISDOM WHICH MULTIPLIETH BITTERNESS. {21:13} THE KNOWLEDGE OF A WISE MAN SHALL ABOUND LIKE A FLOOD: AND HIS COUNSEL IS LIKE A PURE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE. {21:14} THE INNER PARTS OF A FOOL ARE LIKE A BROKEN VESSEL, AND HE WILL HOLD NO KNOWLEDGE AS LONG AS HE LIVETH. {21:15} IF A SKILFUL MAN HEAR A WISE WORD, HE WILL COMMEND IT, AND ADD UNTO IT: BUT AS SOON AS ONE OF NO UNDERSTANDING HEARETH IT, IT DISPLEASETH HIM, AND HE CASTETH IT BEHIND HIS BACK. {21:16} THE TALKING OF A FOOL IS LIKE A BURDEN IN THE WAY: BUT GRACE SHALL BE FOUND IN THE LIPS OF THE WISE. {21:17} THEY ENQUIRE AT THE MOUTH OF THE WISE MAN IN THE CONGREGATION, AND THEY SHALL PONDER HIS WORDS IN THEIR HEART. {21:18} AS IS A HOUSE THAT IS DESTROYED, SO IS WISDOM TO A FOOL: AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE UNWISE IS AS TALK WITHOUT SENSE. {21:19} DOCTRINE UNTO FOOLS IS AS FETTERS ON THE FEET, AND LIKE MANACLES ON THE RIGHT HAND. {21:20} A FOOL LIFTETH UP HIS VOICE WITH LAUGHTER; BUT A WISE MAN DOTH SCARCE SMILE A LITTLE. {21:21} LEARNING IS UNTO A WISE MAN AS AN ORNAMENT OF GOLD, AND LIKE A BRACELET UPON HIS RIGHT ARM. {21:22} A FOOLISH MAN’S FOOT IS SOON IN HIS [NEIGHBOUR’S] HOUSE: BUT A MAN OF EXPERIENCE IS ASHAMED OF HIM. {21:23} A FOOL WILL PEEP IN AT THE DOOR INTO THE HOUSE: BUT HE THAT IS WELL NURTURED WILL STAND WITHOUT. {21:24} IT IS THE RUDENESS OF A MAN TO HEARKEN AT THE DOOR: BUT A WISE MAN WILL BE GRIEVED WITH THE DISGRACE. {21:25} THE LIPS OF TALKERS WILL BE TELLING SUCH THINGS AS PERTAIN NOT UNTO THEM: BUT THE WORDS OF SUCH AS HAVE UNDERSTANDING ARE WEIGHED IN THE BALANCE. {21:26} THE HEART OF FOOLS IS IN THEIR MOUTH: BUT THE MOUTH OF THE WISE IS IN THEIR HEART. {21:27} WHEN THE UNGODLY CURSETH SATAN, HE CURSETH HIS OWN SOUL. {21:28} A WHISPERER DEFILETH HIS OWN SOUL, AND IS HATED WHERESOEVER HE DWELLETH. 
{22:1} A SLOTHFUL MAN IS COMPARED TO A FILTHY STONE, AND EVERY ONE WILL HISS HIM OUT TO HIS DISGRACE. {22:2} A SLOTHFUL MAN IS COMPARED TO THE FILTH OF A DUNGHILL: EVERY MAN THAT TAKES IT UP WILL SHAKE HIS HAND. {22:3} AN EVILNURTURED MAN IS THE DISHONOUR OF HIS FATHER THAT BEGAT HIM: AND A [FOOLISH] DAUGHTER IS BORN TO HIS LOSS. {22:4} A WISE DAUGHTER SHALL BRING AN INHERITANCE TO HER HUSBAND: BUT SHE THAT LIVETH DISHONESTLY IS HER FATHER’S HEAVINESS. {22:5} SHE THAT IS BOLD DISHONOURETH BOTH HER FATHER AND HER HUSBAND, BUT THEY BOTH SHALL DESPISE HER. {22:6} A TALE OUT OF SEASON [IS AS] MUSICK IN MOURNING: BUT STRIPES AND CORRECTION OF WISDOM ARE NEVER OUT OF TIME. {22:7} WHOSO TEACHETH A FOOL IS AS ONE THAT GLUETH A POTSHERD TOGETHER, AND AS HE THAT WAKETH ONE FROM A SOUND SLEEP. {22:8} HE THAT TELLETH A TALE TO A FOOL SPEAKETH TO ONE IN A SLUMBER: WHEN HE HATH TOLD HIS TALE, HE WILL SAY, WHAT IS THE MATTER? {22:9} IF CHILDREN LIVE HONESTLY, AND HAVE WHEREWITHAL, THEY SHALL COVER THE BASENESS OF THEIR PARENTS. {22:10} BUT CHILDREN, BEING HAUGHTY, THROUGH DISDAIN AND WANT OF NURTURE DO STAIN THE NOBILITY OF THEIR KINDRED. {22:11} WEEP FOR THE DEAD, FOR HE HATH LOST THE LIGHT: AND WEEP FOR THE FOOL, FOR HE WANTETH UNDERSTANDING: MAKE LITTLE WEEPING FOR THE DEAD, FOR HE IS AT REST: BUT THE LIFE OF THE FOOL IS WORSE THAN DEATH. {22:12} SEVEN DAYS DO MEN MOURN FOR HIM THAT IS DEAD; BUT FOR A FOOL AND AN UNGODLY MAN ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE. {22:13} TALK NOT MUCH WITH A FOOL, AND GO NOT TO HIM THAT HATH NO UNDERSTANDING: BEWARE OF HIM, LEST THOU HAVE TROUBLE, AND THOU SHALT NEVER BE DEFILED WITH HIS FOOLERIES: DEPART FROM HIM, AND THOU SHALT FIND REST, AND NEVER BE DISQUIETED WITH MADNESS. {22:14} WHAT IS HEAVIER THAN LEAD? AND WHAT IS THE NAME THEREOF, BUT A FOOL? {22:15} SAND, AND SALT, AND A MASS OF IRON, IS EASIER TO BEAR, THAN A MAN WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING. {22:16} AS TIMBER GIRT AND BOUND TOGETHER IN A BUILDING CANNOT BE LOOSED WITH SHAKING: SO, THE HEART THAT IS STABLISHED BY ADVISED COUNSEL SHALL FEAR AT NO TIME. {22:17} A HEART SETTLED UPON A THOUGHT OF UNDERSTANDING IS AS A FAIR PLAISTERING ON THE WALL OF A GALLERY. {22:18} PALES SET ON AN HIGH PLACE WILL NEVER STAND AGAINST THE WIND: SO A FEARFUL HEART IN THE IMAGINATION OF A FOOL CANNOT STAND AGAINST ANY FEAR. {22:19} HE THAT PRICKETH THE EYE WILL MAKE TEARS TO FALL: AND HE THAT PRICKETH THE HEART MAKETH IT TO SHEW HER KNOWLEDGE. {22:20} WHOSO CASTETH A STONE AT THE BIRDS FRAYETH THEM AWAY: AND HE THAT UPBRAIDETH HIS FRIEND BREAKETH FRIENDSHIP. {22:21} THOUGH THOU DREWEST A SWORD AT THY FRIEND, YET DESPAIR NOT: FOR THERE MAY BE A RETURNING [TO FAVOUR.] {22:22} IF THOU HAST OPENED THY MOUTH AGAINST THY FRIEND, FEAR NOT; FOR THERE MAY BE A RECONCILIATION: EXCEPT FOR UPBRAIDING, OR PRIDE, OR DISCLOSING OF SECRETS, OR A TREACHEROUS WOUND: FOR FOR THESE THINGS EVERY FRIEND WILL DEPART. {22:23} BE FAITHFUL TO THY NEIGHBOUR IN HIS POVERTY, THAT THOU MAYEST REJOICE IN HIS PROSPERITY: ABIDE STEDFAST UNTO HIM IN THE TIME OF HIS TROUBLE, THAT THOU MAYEST BE HEIR WITH HIM IN HIS HERITAGE: FOR A MEAN ESTATE IS NOT ALWAYS TO BE CONTEMNED: NOR THE RICH THAT IS FOOLISH TO BE HAD IN ADMIRATION. {22:24} AS THE VAPOUR AND SMOKE OF A FURNACE GOETH BEFORE THE FIRE; SO, REVILING BEFORE BLOOD. {22:25} I WILL NOT BE ASHAMED TO DEFEND A FRIEND; NEITHER WILL I HIDE MYSELF FROM HIM. {22:26} AND IF ANY, EVIL HAPPEN UNTO ME BY HIM, EVERY ONE THAT HEARETH IT WILL BEWARE OF HIM. {22:27} WHO SHALL SET A WATCH BEFORE MY MOUTH, AND A SEAL OF WISDOM UPON MY LIPS, THAT I FALL NOT SUDDENLY BY THEM, AND THAT MY TONGUE, DESTROY ME NOT? 
{23:1} O LORD, FATHER [STEPHEN] AND GOVERNOR OF ALL MY WHOLE LIFE, LEAVE ME NOT TO THEIR COUNSELS, AND LET ME NOT FALL BY THEM. {23:2} WHO WILL SET SCOURGES OVER MY THOUGHTS, AND THE DISCIPLINE OF WISDOM OVER MINE HEART? THAT THEY SPARE ME NOT FOR MINE IGNORANCES, AND IT PASS NOT BY MY SINS: {23:3} LEST MINE IGNORANCES INCREASE, AND MY SINS ABOUND TO MY DESTRUCTION, AND I FALL BEFORE MINE ADVERSARIES, AND MINE ENEMY REJOICE OVER ME, WHOSE HOPE IS FAR FROM THY MERCY. {23:4} O LORD, FATHER [STEPHEN] AND GOD OF MY LIFE, GIVE ME NOT A PROUD LOOK, BUT TURN AWAY FROM THY SERVANTS ALWAYS A HAUGHTY MIND. {23:5} TURN AWAY FROM ME VAIN HOPES AND CONCUPISCENCE, AND THOU SHALT HOLD HIM UP THAT IS DESIROUS ALWAYS TO SERVE THEE. {23:6} LET NOT THE GREEDINESS OF THE BELLY NOR LUST OF THE FLESH TAKE HOLD OF ME; AND GIVE NOT OVER ME THY SERVANT INTO AN IMPUDENT MIND. {23:7} HEAR, O YE CHILDREN, THE DISCIPLINE OF THE MOUTH: HE THAT KEEPETH IT SHALL NEVER BE TAKEN IN HIS LIPS. {23:8} THE SINNER SHALL BE LEFT IN HIS FOOLISHNESS: BOTH THE EVIL SPEAKER AND THE PROUD SHALL FALL THEREBY. {23:9} ACCUSTOM NOT THY MOUTH TO SWEARING; NEITHER USE THYSELF TO THE NAMING OF THE HOLY ONE. {23:10} FOR AS A SERVANT THAT IS CONTINUALLY BEATEN SHALL NOT BE WITHOUT A BLUE MARK: SO, HE THAT SWEARETH AND NAMETH GOD CONTINUALLY SHALL NOT BE FAULTLESS. {23:11} A MAN THAT USETH MUCH SWEARING SHALL BE FILLED WITH INIQUITY, AND THE PLAGUE SHALL NEVER DEPART FROM HIS HOUSE: IF HE SHALL OFFEND, HIS SIN SHALL BE UPON HIM: AND IF HE, ACKNOWLEDGE NOT HIS SIN [1ST JOHN 1:8, 10], HE MAKETH A DOUBLE OFFENCE: AND IF HE SWEAR IN VAIN, HE SHALL NOT BE INNOCENT, BUT HIS HOUSE SHALL BE FULL OF CALAMITIES. {23:12} THERE IS A WORD THAT IS CLOTHED ABOUT WITH DEATH: GOD GRANT THAT IT BE NOT FOUND IN THE HERITAGE OF JACOB; FOR ALL SUCH THINGS SHALL BE FAR FROM THE GODLY, AND THEY SHALL NOT WALLOW IN THEIR SINS. {23:13} USE NOT THY MOUTH TO INTEMPERATE SWEARING, FOR THEREIN IS THE WORD OF SIN. {23:14} REMEMBER THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER, WHEN THOU SITTEST AMONG GREAT MEN. BE NOT FORGETFUL BEFORE THEM, AND SO THOU BY THY CUSTOM BECOME A FOOL, AND WISH THAT THOU HADST NOT BEEN BORN, AND CURSE THEY DAY OF THY NATIVITY. {23:15} THE MAN THAT IS ACCUSTOMED TO OPPROBRIOUS WORDS WILL NEVER BE REFORMED ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE. {23:16} TWO SORTS OF MEN MULTIPLY SIN, AND THE THIRD WILL BRING WRATH: A HOT MIND IS AS A BURNING FIRE, IT WILL NEVER BE QUENCHED TILL IT BE CONSUMED: A FORNICATOR IN THE BODY OF HIS FLESH WILL NEVER CEASE TILL HE HATH KINDLED A FIRE. {23:17} ALL BREAD IS SWEET TO A WHOREMONGER, HE WILL NOT LEAVE OFF TILL HE, DIE. {23:18} A MAN THAT BREAKETH WEDLOCK, SAYING THUS IN HIS HEART, WHO SEETH ME? I AM COMPASSED ABOUT WITH DARKNESS, THE WALLS COVER ME, AND NO BODY SEETH ME; WHAT NEED I TO FEAR? THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WILL NOT REMEMBER MY SINS: {23:19} SUCH A MAN ONLY FEARETH THE EYES OF MEN, AND KNOWETH NOT THAT THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE TEN THOUSAND TIMES BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN, BEHOLDING ALL THE WAYS OF MEN, AND CONSIDERING THE MOST SECRET PARTS. {23:20} HE KNEW ALL THINGS ERE EVER THEY WERE CREATED; SO ALSO, AFTER THEY WERE PERFECTED, HE LOOKED UPON THEM ALL. {23:21} THIS MAN SHALL BE PUNISHED IN THE STREETS OF THE CITY, AND WHERE HE SUSPECTETH NOT HE SHALL BE TAKEN. {23:22} THUS SHALL IT GO ALSO WITH THE WIFE THAT LEAVETH HER HUSBAND, AND BRINGETH IN AN HEIR BY ANOTHER. {23:23} FOR FIRST, SHE HATH DISOBEYED THE LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]; AND SECONDLY, SHE HATH TRESPASSED AGAINST HER OWN HUSBAND; AND THIRDLY, SHE HATH PLAYED THE WHORE IN ADULTERY, AND BROUGHT CHILDREN BY ANOTHER MAN. {23:24} SHE SHALL BE BROUGHT OUT INTO THE CONGREGATION, AND INQUISITION SHALL BE MADE OF HER CHILDREN. {23:25} HER CHILDREN SHALL NOT TAKE ROOT, AND HER BRANCHES SHALL BRING FORTH NO FRUIT. {23:26} SHE SHALL LEAVE HER MEMORY TO BE CURSED, AND HER REPROACH SHALL NOT BE BLOTTED OUT. {23:27} AND THEY THAT REMAIN SHALL KNOW THAT THERE IS NOTHING BETTER THAN THE FEAR OF THE LORD, AND THAT THERE IS NOTHING SWEETER THAN TO TAKE HEED UNTO THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD. {23:28} IT IS GREAT GLORY TO FOLLOW THE LORD, AND TO BE RECEIVED OF HIM IS LONG LIFE. 
{24:1} WISDOM SHALL PRAISE HERSELF, AND SHALL GLORY IN THE MIDST OF HER PEOPLE. {24:2} IN THE CONGREGATION OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SHALL SHE OPEN HER MOUTH, AND TRIUMPH BEFORE HIS POWER. {24:3} I CAME OUT OF THE MOUTH OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND COVERED THE EARTH AS A CLOUD. {24:4} I DWELT IN HIGH PLACES, AND MY THRONE IS IN A CLOUDY PILLAR. {24:5} I ALONE COMPASSED THE CIRCUIT OF HEAVEN, AND WALKED IN THE BOTTOM OF THE DEEP. {24:6} IN THE WAVES OF THE SEA AND IN ALL THE EARTH, AND IN EVERY PEOPLE AND NATION, I GOT A POSSESSION. {24:7} WITH ALL THESE I SOUGHT REST: AND IN WHOSE INHERITANCE SHALL I ABIDE? {24:8} SO THE, [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL THINGS GAVE ME A COMMANDMENT, AND HE THAT MADE ME CAUSED MY TABERNACLE TO REST, AND SAID, LET THY DWELLING BE IN JACOB, AND THINE INHERITANCE IN ISRAEL. {24:9} HE CREATED ME FROM THE BEGINNING BEFORE THE WORLD, AND I SHALL NEVER FAIL. {24:10} IN THE HOLY TABERNACLE I SERVED BEFORE HIM; AND SO WAS I ESTABLISHED IN SION. {24:11} LIKEWISE IN THE BELOVED CITY HE GAVE ME REST, AND IN JERUSALEM WAS MY POWER. {24:12} AND I TOOK ROOT IN AN HONOURABLE PEOPLE, EVEN IN THE PORTION OF THE LORD’S INHERITANCE. {24:13} I WAS EXALTED LIKE A CEDAR IN LIBANUS, AND AS A CYPRESS TREE UPON THE MOUNTAINS OF HERMON. {24:14} I WAS EXALTED LIKE A PALM TREE IN EN-GADDI, AND AS A ROSE PLANT IN JERICHO, AS A FAIR OLIVE TREE IN A PLEASANT FIELD, AND GREW UP AS A PLANE TREE BY THE WATER. {24:15} I GAVE A SWEET SMELL LIKE CINNAMON AND ASPALATHUS, AND I YIELDED A PLEASANT ODOUR LIKE THE BEST MYRRH, AS GALBANUM, AND ONYX, AND SWEET STORAX, AND AS THE FUME OF FRANKINCENSE IN THE TABERNACLE. {24:16} AS THE TURPENTINE TREE I STRETCHED OUT MY BRANCHES, AND MY BRANCHES ARE THE BRANCHES OF HONOUR AND GRACE. {24:17} AS THE VINE BROUGHT I FORTH PLEASANT SAVOUR, AND MY FLOWERS ARE THE FRUIT OF HONOUR AND RICHES. {24:18} I AM THE MOTHER OF FAIR LOVE, AND FEAR, AND KNOWLEDGE, AND HOLY HOPE: I THEREFORE, BEING ETERNAL, AM GIVEN TO ALL MY CHILDREN WHICH ARE NAMED OF HIM. {24:19} COME UNTO ME, ALL YE THAT BE DESIROUS OF ME, AND FILL YOURSELVES WITH MY FRUITS. {24:20} FOR MY MEMORIAL IS SWEETER THAN HONEY, AND MINE INHERITANCE THAN THE HONEYCOMB. {24:21} THEY THAT EAT ME SHALL YET BE HUNGRY, AND THEY THAT DRINK ME SHALL YET BE THIRSTY. {24:22} HE THAT OBEYETH ME SHALL NEVER BE CONFOUNDED, AND THEY THAT WORK BY ME SHALL NOT DO AMISS. {24:23} ALL THESE THINGS ARE THE BOOK OF THE [SEXLESS] COVENANT OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], EVEN THE LAW WHICH MOSES COMMANDED FOR A HERITAGE UNTO THE CONGREGATIONS OF JACOB. {24:24} FAINT NOT TO BE STRONG IN THE LORD; THAT HE MAY CONFIRM YOU, CLEAVE UNTO HIM: FOR THE LORD ALMIGHTY IS GOD ALONE, AND BESIDE HIM THERE IS NO OTHER SAVIOUR. {24:25} HE FILLETH ALL THINGS WITH HIS WISDOM, AS PHISON AND AS TIGRIS IN THE TIME OF THE NEW FRUITS. {24:26} HE MAKETH THE UNDERSTANDING TO ABOUND LIKE EUPHRATES, AND AS JORDAN IN THE TIME OF THE HARVEST. {24:27} HE MAKETH THE DOCTRINE OF KNOWLEDGE, APPEAR AS THE LIGHT, AND AS GEON IN THE TIME OF VINTAGE. {24:28} THE FIRST MAN KNEW HER NOT PERFECTLY: NO MORE SHALL THE LAST FIND HER OUT. {24:29} FOR HER THOUGHTS ARE MORE THAN THE SEA, AND HER COUNSELS PROFOUNDER THAN THE GREAT DEEP. {24:30} I ALSO CAME OUT AS A BROOK FROM A RIVER, AND AS A CONDUIT INTO A GARDEN. {24:31} I SAID, I WILL WATER MY BEST GARDEN, AND WILL WATER ABUNDANTLY MY GARDEN BED: AND, LO, MY BROOK BECAME A RIVER, AND MY RIVER BECAME A SEA. {24:32} I WILL YET MAKE DOCTRINE TO SHINE AS THE MORNING, AND WILL SEND FORTH HER LIGHT AFAR OFF. {24:33} I WILL YET POUR OUT DOCTRINE AS PROPHECY, AND LEAVE IT TO ALL AGES FOR EVER. {24:34} BEHOLD THAT I HAVE NOT LABOURED FOR MYSELF ONLY, BUT FOR ALL THEM THAT SEEK WISDOM. 
{25:1} IN THREE THINGS I WAS BEAUTIFIED, AND STOOD UP BEAUTIFUL BOTH BEFORE GOD AND MEN: THE UNITY OF BRETHREN, THE LOVE OF NEIGHBOURS, A MAN AND A WIFE THAT AGREE TOGETHER. {25:2} THREE SORTS OF MEN MY SOUL HATETH, AND I AM GREATLY OFFENDED AT THEIR LIFE: A POOR MAN THAT IS PROUD, A RICH MAN THAT IS A LIAR, AND AN OLD ADULTERER THAT DOATETH. {25:3} IF THOU HAST GATHERED NOTHING IN THY YOUTH, HOW CANST THOU FIND ANY THING IN THINE AGE? {25:4} O HOW COMELY A THING IS JUDGMENT FOR GRAY HAIRS, AND FOR ANCIENT MEN TO KNOW COUNSEL! {25:5} O HOW COMELY IS THE WISDOM OF OLD MEN, AND UNDERSTANDING AND COUNSEL TO MEN OF HONOUR. {25:6} MUCH EXPERIENCE IS THE CROWN OF OLD MEN, AND THE FEAR OF GOD IS THEIR GLORY. {25:7} THERE BE NINE THINGS WHICH I HAVE JUDGED IN MINE HEART TO BE HAPPY, AND THE TENTH I WILL UTTER WITH MY TONGUE: A MAN THAT HATH JOY OF HIS CHILDREN; AND HE THAT LIVETH TO SEE THE FALL OF HIS ENEMY: {25:8} WELL IS HIM THAT DWELLETH WITH A WIFE OF UNDERSTANDING, AND THAT HATH NOT SLIPPED WITH HIS TONGUE, AND THAT HATH NOT SERVED A MAN MORE UNWORTHY THAN HIMSELF: {25:9} WELL IS HIM THAT HATH FOUND PRUDENCE, AND HE THAT SPEAKETH IN THE EARS OF THEM THAT WILL HEAR: {25:10} O HOW GREAT IS HE THAT FINDETH WISDOM! YET IS THERE NONE ABOVE HIM THAT FEARETH THE LORD. {25:11} BUT THE LOVE OF THE LORD PASSETH ALL THINGS FOR ILLUMINATION: HE THAT HOLDETH IT, WHERETO SHALL HE BE LIKENED? {25:12} THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF HIS LOVE: AND FAITH IS THE BEGINNING OF CLEAVING UNTO HIM. {25:13} [GIVE ME] ANY PLAGUE, BUT THE PLAGUE OF THE HEART: AND ANY WICKEDNESS, BUT THE WICKEDNESS OF A WOMAN: {25:14} AND ANY AFFLICTION, BUT THE AFFLICTION FROM THEM THAT HATE ME: AND ANY REVENGE, BUT THE REVENGE OF ENEMIES. {25:15} THERE IS NO HEAD ABOVE THE HEAD OF A SERPENT; AND THERE IS NO WRATH ABOVE THE WRATH OF AN ENEMY. {25:16} I HAD RATHER DWELL WITH A LION AND A DRAGON, THAN TO KEEP HOUSE WITH A WICKED WOMAN. {25:17} THE WICKEDNESS OF A WOMAN CHANGETH HER FACE, AND DARKENETH HER COUNTENANCE LIKE SACKCLOTH. {25:18} HER HUSBAND SHALL SIT AMONG HIS NEIGHBOURS; AND WHEN HE HEARETH IT SHALL SIGH BITTERLY. {25:19} ALL WICKEDNESS IS BUT LITTLE TO THE WICKEDNESS OF A WOMAN: LET THE PORTION OF A SINNER FALL UPON HER. {25:20} AS THE CLIMBING UP A SANDY WAY IS TO THE FEET OF THE AGED, SO IS A WIFE FULL OF WORDS TO A QUIET MAN. {25:21} STUMBLE NOT AT THE BEAUTY OF A WOMAN, AND DESIRE HER NOT FOR PLEASURE. {25:22} A WOMAN, IF SHE, MAINTAIN HER HUSBAND, IS FULL OF ANGER, IMPUDENCE, AND MUCH REPROACH. {25:23} A WICKED WOMAN ABATETH THE COURAGE, MAKETH AN HEAVY COUNTENANCE AND A WOUNDED HEART: A WOMAN THAT WILL NOT COMFORT HER HUSBAND IN DISTRESS MAKETH WEAK HANDS AND FEEBLE KNEES. {25:24} OF THE WOMAN CAME THE BEGINNING OF SIN, AND THROUGH HER WE ALL DIE. {25:25} GIVE THE WATER NO PASSAGE; NEITHER A WICKED WOMAN LIBERTY TO GAD ABROAD. {25:26} IF SHE, GO NOT AS THOU WOULDEST HAVE HER, CUT HER OFF FROM THY FLESH, AND GIVE HER A BILL OF DIVORCE, AND LET HER GO. 
{26:1} BLESSED IS THE MAN THAT HATH A VIRTUOUS WIFE [THIS IS THE LADY VICTORIA (THE FEMALE SENSE OF THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD) THE GOOD CREATOR OF THE ETERNAL UNTEMPTING [RIGHTEOUS] DESIRE KNOWN AS PENTECOST THE GREAT VIRGIN & THE LADY & MOTHER IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN WISDOM OF SOLOMON 7:22-8:1 & ACTS 2:1-21 AND THE TOTAL MAKE-UP OF DIVINE INTERCOURSE, WHICH IS ETERNAL UNTEMPTING [RIGHTEOUS] DESIRE, CREATED FROM THE LADY VICTORIA KNOWN AS PENTECOST & THE GREAT VIRGIN IN PROVERBS 8:22-29 & ACTS 1:7, BRINGS FORTH [NOT VISA-VERSA WHICH MEANS ETERNAL UNTEMPTING DESIRE [ROMANS 1:20] OR UNTEMPTING DESIRE APPROVAL/CONSENT [GENESIS 2:21-22] IN WOMAN CAN CAUSE ETERNAL SEXLESS SINLESS [ROMANS 1:20] OR THE SEXLESS SINLESS APPROVAL/CONSENT [GENESIS 2:21-22] IN MAN, BUT ETERNAL SEXLESS SINLESS [ROMANS 1:20] OR THE SEXLESS SINLESS APPROVAL/CONSENT [GENESIS 2:21-22] IN MAN DOES NOT CAUSE ETERNAL UNTEMPTING DESIRE [ROMANS 1:20] OR THE UNTEMPTING DESIRE APPROVAL/CONSENT [GENESIS 2:21-22] IN WOMAN & ETERNAL UNTEMPTING DESIRE FULLY GROWN IN WOMAN IS EQUAL TO ETERNAL UNTEMPTING LIFE [1ST JOHN 3:9 & ACTS 7:47-56, 60; 17:22-30] IN WOMAN & ALSO ANY WOMAN THAT SAYS I’M TRIED OF SCREWING MYSELF IS DECEIVED BECAUSE EVEN THOUGH THIS WOMAN WANTS A MAN TO SCREW HER OR SIMPLY HAVE SEXLESS INTERCOURSE WITH CANNOT HAPPEN BECAUSE THE WOMAN CAN ONLY EXPERIENCE UNTEMPTING DESIRE & NOT ANY SEXLESS INTERCOURSE, WHICH IS DIVINE, BUT THE MAN CANNOT EXPERIENCE ANY UNTEMPTING DESIRE, BUT ONLY SEXLESS INTERCOURSE, WHICH IS DIVINE, SO BASICALLY THE TRUE WOMAN WANTS THE ELEVATED UNTEMPTING DESIRE WHILE THE TRUE MAN IS SCREWING HER & THE TRUE MAN WANTS THE ELEVATED SCREWING SEXLESS INTERCOURSE & ALSO SINGLE EJACULATION [STROKING THE DICK ALONE THROUGH STIMULATION INTO A CLIMAX & EMITTING ON THE GROUND] & SINGLE MASTURBATION [RUBBING THE CLIT ALONE & GETTING OFF OR HAVING AN ORGASM] CAN BOTH OCCUR BECAUSE OF THIS BY THE BIBLICAL TERM CALLED RUBBING OR THE SINGLE MAN PLAYING WITH HIS DICK ALONE IN GENESIS 2:22 THAT IS ONLY CAUSED BY THE SINGLE WOMAN PLAYING WITH HER PUSSY ALONE IN GENESIS 2:22, BUT IN THE TRUE WOMAN THE INITIAL ORIGINAL CAUSE [PROVERBS 8:22-29] IS WITHIN HER OWN MAKE-UP THAT IS LOOKING FOR A CLEAN LONG & STRONG COCK & NOT FROM THE TRUE MAN THAT IS LOOKING FOR A CLEAN FISHY PUSSY & WHEN THE WOMAN WANTS CLEAN ANAL INTERCOURSE, THIS IS STRICTLY STRONG DESIRE AS IT MOTIVATION & NOT PROCREATION, WHICH BASICALLY THE WOMAN WANTS THE DICK IN HER ASS & THE MAN WANTS THE CLEAN PLEASURE FROM IT, WHICH ALL THIS IS ONLY DONE IN THE NEW UNIVERSE IN THE 2ND PHYSICAL BIRTH BEING BORN AGAIN [JOHN 3:1-21] OR BORN OF GOD [1ST JOHN 3:9] THAT IS ONLY LINKED TO THE LORD & NEVER LINKED TO THE 1ST FORMER UNIVERSE IN THE 1ST PHYSICAL BIRTH [JOHN 3:1-21] COMING FROM THE MOTHERS WOMB & THE FATHERS DICK, NOR CAN BE] ETERNAL SEXLESS SINLESS CREATED FROM THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD THE GOOD CREATOR OF THE ETERNAL SEXLESS SINLESS KNOWN AS PENTECOST THE GREAT VIRGIN & THE LORD & FATHER IN PROVERBS 8:22-29, 1ST JOHN 3:9 & ACTS 1:7 & THIS TOGETHER MAKES THE ETERNAL SEXLESS SINLESS FULLY GROWN, TO BRING FORTH [EQUAL TO WHICH MEANS ETERNAL SEXLESS SINLESS FULLY GROWN IN MAN IS EQUAL TO THE ETERNAL SEXLESS LIFE [ACTS 7:49-56, 60] IN MAN & MAN WITHOUT WOMAN IS INVINCIBLE!] & CREATES ETERNAL SEXLESS LIFE [GUILTLESSNESS] IN JAMES 1:17-18; 3:13, 17-18; 4:7-10; 1ST PETER 5:5-11; 1ST JOHN 3:9 & ACTS 7:49-50; 17:22-30; 29:1-2 WITH AN ACTS 30], FOR THE NUMBER OF HIS DAYS SHALL BE DOUBLE. {26:2} A VIRTUOUS WOMAN REJOICETH HER HUSBAND, AND HE SHALL FULFIL THE YEARS OF HIS LIFE IN PEACE. {26:3} A GOOD WIFE IS A GOOD PORTION, WHICH SHALL BE GIVEN IN THE PORTION OF THEM THAT FEAR THE LORD. {26:4} WHETHER A MAN BE RICH OR POOR, IF HE, HAVE A GOOD HEART TOWARD THE LORD, HE SHALL AT ALL TIMES REJOICE WITH A CHEERFUL COUNTENANCE. {26:5} THERE BE THREE THINGS THAT MINE HEART FEARETH; AND FOR THE FOURTH I WAS SORE AFRAID: THE SLANDER OF A CITY, THE GATHERING TOGETHER OF AN UNRULY MULTITUDE, AND A FALSE ACCUSATION: ALL THESE ARE WORSE THAN DEATH. {26:6} BUT A GRIEF OF HEART AND SORROW IS A WOMAN THAT IS JEALOUS OVER ANOTHER WOMAN, AND A SCOURGE OF THE TONGUE WHICH COMMUNICATETH WITH ALL. {26:7} AN EVIL WIFE IS A YOKE SHAKEN TO AND FRO: HE THAT HATH HOLD OF HER IS AS THOUGH HE HELD A SCORPION. {26:8} A DRUNKEN WOMAN AND A GADDER ABROAD CAUSETH GREAT ANGER, AND SHE WILL NOT COVER HER OWN SHAME. {26:9} THE WHOREDOM OF A WOMAN MAY BE KNOWN IN HER HAUGHTY LOOKS AND EYELIDS. {26:10} IF THY DAUGHTER BE SHAMELESS, KEEP HER IN STRAITLY, LEST SHE ABUSE HERSELF THROUGH OVERMUCH LIBERTY. {26:11} WATCH OVER AN IMPUDENT EYE: AND MARVEL NOT IF SHE, TRESPASS AGAINST THEE. {26:12} SHE WILL OPEN HER MOUTH, AS A THIRSTY TRAVELLER WHEN HE HATH FOUND A FOUNTAIN, AND DRINK OF EVERY WATER NEAR HER: BY EVERY HEDGE WILL SHE SIT DOWN, AND OPEN HER QUIVER AGAINST EVERY ARROW. {26:13} THE GRACE OF A WIFE DELIGHTETH HER HUSBAND, AND HER DISCRETION WILL FATTEN HIS BONES. {26:14} A SILENT AND LOVING WOMAN IS A GIFT OF THE LORD; AND THERE IS NOTHING SO MUCH WORTH AS A MIND WELL INSTRUCTED. {26:15} A SHAMEFACED AND FAITHFUL WOMAN IS A DOUBLE GRACE, AND HER CONTINENT MIND CANNOT BE VALUED. {26:16} AS THE SUN WHEN IT ARISETH IN THE HIGH HEAVEN; SO IS THE BEAUTY OF A GOOD WIFE IN THE ORDERING OF HER HOUSE. {26:17} AS THE CLEAR LIGHT IS UPON THE HOLY CANDLESTICK; SO IS THE BEAUTY OF THE FACE IN RIPE AGE. {26:18} AS THE GOLDEN PILLARS ARE UPON THE SOCKETS OF SILVER; SO ARE THE FAIR FEET WITH A CONSTANT HEART. {26:19} MY SON, KEEP THE FLOWER OF THINE AGE SOUND; AND GIVE NOT THY STRENGTH TO STRANGERS. {26:20} WHEN THOU HAST GOTTEN A FRUITFUL POSSESSION THROUGH ALL THE FIELD, SOW IT WITH THINE OWN SEED, TRUSTING IN THE GOODNESS OF THY STOCK. {26:21} SO THY RACE WHICH THOU LEAVEST SHALL BE MAGNIFIED, HAVING THE CONFIDENCE OF THEIR GOOD DESCENT. {26:22} A HARLOT SHALL BE ACCOUNTED AS SPITTLE; BUT A MARRIED WOMAN IS A TOWER AGAINST DEATH TO HER HUSBAND. {26:23} A WICKED WOMAN IS GIVEN AS A PORTION TO A WICKED MAN: BUT A GODLY WOMAN IS GIVEN TO HIM THAT FEARETH THE LORD. {26:24} A DISHONEST WOMAN CONTEMNETH SHAME: BUT AN HONEST WOMAN WILL REVERENCE HER HUSBAND. {26:25} A SHAMELESS WOMAN SHALL BE COUNTED AS A [FEMALE] DOG [BITCH]; BUT SHE THAT IS SHAMEFACED WILL FEAR THE LORD. {26:26} A WOMAN THAT HONOURETH HER HUSBAND SHALL BE JUDGED WISE OF ALL; BUT SHE THAT DISHONOURETH HIM IN HER PRIDE SHALL BE COUNTED UNGODLY OF ALL. {26:27} A LOUD CRYING WOMAN AND A SCOLD SHALL BE SOUGHT OUT TO DRIVE AWAY THE ENEMIES. {26:28} THERE BE TWO THINGS THAT GRIEVE MY HEART; AND THE THIRD MAKETH ME ANGRY: A MAN OF WAR THAT SUFFERETH POVERTY; AND MEN OF UNDERSTANDING THAT ARE NOT SET BY; AND ONE THAT RETURNETH FROM RIGHTEOUSNESS TO SIN; THE LORD PREPARETH SUCH A ONE FOR THE SWORD. {26:29} A MERCHANT SHALL HARDLY KEEP HIMSELF FROM DOING WRONG; AND A HUCKSTER SHALL NOT BE FREED FROM SIN. 
{27:1} MANY HAVE SINNED FOR A SMALL MATTER; AND HE THAT SEEKETH FOR ABUNDANCE WILL TURN HIS EYES AWAY. {27:2} AS A NAIL STICKETH FAST BETWEEN THE JOININGS OF THE STONES; SO DOTH SIN STICK CLOSE BETWEEN BUYING AND SELLING. {27:3} UNLESS A MAN HOLD HIMSELF DILIGENTLY IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD, HIS HOUSE SHALL SOON BE OVERTHROWN. {27:4} AS WHEN ONE SIFTETH WITH A SIEVE, THE REFUSE REMAINETH; SO, THE FILTH OF MAN IN HIS TALK. {27:5} THE FURNACE PROVETH THE POTTER’S VESSELS; SO, THE TRIAL OF MAN IS IN HIS REASONING. {27:6} THE FRUIT DECLARETH IF THE TREE, HAVE BEEN DRESSED; SO IS THE UTTERANCE OF A CONCEIT IN THE HEART OF MAN. {27:7} PRAISE NO MAN BEFORE THOU HEAREST HIM SPEAK; FOR THIS IS THE TRIAL OF MEN. {27:8} IF THOU FOLLOWEST RIGHTEOUSNESS, THOU SHALT OBTAIN HER, AND PUT HER ON, AS A GLORIOUS LONG ROBE. {27:9} THE BIRDS WILL RESORT UNTO THEIR LIKE; SO, WILL TRUTH RETURN UNTO THEM THAT PRACTISE IN HER. {27:10} AS THE LION LIETH IN WAIT FOR THE PREY; SO, SIN FOR THEM THAT WORK INIQUITY. {27:11} THE DISCOURSE OF A GODLY MAN IS ALWAYS WITH WISDOM; BUT A FOOL CHANGETH AS THE MOON. {27:12} IF THOU BE AMONG THE INDISCREET, OBSERVE THE TIME; BUT BE CONTINUALLY AMONG MEN OF UNDERSTANDING. {27:13} THE DISCOURSE OF FOOLS IS IRKSOME, AND THEIR SPORT IS THE WANTONNESS OF SIN. {27:14} THE TALK OF HIM THAT SWEARETH MUCH MAKETH THE HAIR, STAND UPRIGHT; AND THEIR BRAWLS MAKE ONE STOP HIS EARS. {27:15} THE STRIFE OF THE PROUD IS BLOODSHEDDING, AND THEIR REVILINGS ARE GRIEVOUS TO THE EAR. {27:16} WHOSO DISCOVERETH SECRETS LOSETH HIS CREDIT; AND SHALL NEVER FIND FRIEND TO HIS MIND. {27:17} LOVE THY FRIEND, AND BE FAITHFUL UNTO HIM: BUT IF THOU BETRAYEST HIS SECRETS, FOLLOW NO MORE AFTER HIM. {27:18} FOR AS A MAN HATH DESTROYED HIS ENEMY; SO HAST THOU LOST THE LOVE OF THY NEIGHBOR. {27:19} AS ONE THAT LETTETH A BIRD, GO OUT OF HIS HAND, SO HAST THOU LET THY NEIGHBOUR GO, AND SHALT NOT GET HIM AGAIN {27:20} FOLLOW AFTER HIM NO MORE, FOR HE IS TOO FAR OFF; HE IS AS A ROE ESCAPED OUT OF THE SNARE. {27:21} AS FOR A WOUND, IT MAY BE BOUND UP; AND AFTER REVILING THERE MAY BE RECONCILEMENT: BUT HE THAT BETRAYETH SECRETS IS WITHOUT HOPE. {27:22} HE THAT WINKETH WITH THE EYES WORKETH EVIL: AND HE THAT KNOWETH HIM WILL DEPART FROM HIM. {27:23} WHEN THOU ART PRESENT, HE WILL SPEAK SWEETLY, AND WILL ADMIRE THY WORDS: BUT AT THE LAST HE WILL WRITHE HIS MOUTH, AND SLANDER THY SAYINGS. {27:24} I HAVE HATED MANY THINGS, BUT NOTHING LIKE HIM; FOR THE LORD WILL HATE HIM. {27:25} WHOSO CASTETH A STONE ON HIGH CASTETH IT ON HIS OWN HEAD; AND A DECEITFUL STROKE SHALL MAKE WOUNDS. {27:26} WHOSO DIGGETH A PIT SHALL FALL THEREIN: AND HE THAT SETTETH A TRAP SHALL BE TAKEN THEREIN. {27:27} HE THAT WORKETH MISCHIEF, IT SHALL FALL UPON HIM, AND HE SHALL NOT KNOW WHENCE IT COMETH. {27:28} MOCKERY AND REPROACH ARE FROM THE PROUD; BUT VENGEANCE, AS A LION, SHALL LIE IN WAIT FOR THEM. {27:29} THEY THAT REJOICE AT THE FALL OF THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE TAKEN IN THE SNARE; AND ANGUISH SHALL CONSUME THEM BEFORE THEY DIE. {27:30} MALICE AND WRATH, EVEN THESE ARE ABOMINATIONS; AND THE SINFUL MAN SHALL HAVE THEM BOTH. 
{28:1} HE THAT REVENGETH SHALL FIND VENGEANCE FROM THE LORD, AND HE WILL SURELY KEEP HIS SINS [IN REMEMBRANCE.] {28:2} FORGIVE THY NEIGHBOUR THE HURT THAT HE HATH DONE UNTO THEE, SO SHALL THY SINS ALSO BE FORGIVEN WHEN THOU PRAYEST. {28:3} ONE, MAN BEARETH HATRED AGAINST ANOTHER, AND DOTH HE, SEEK PARDON FROM THE LORD? {28:4} HE SHEWETH NO MERCY TO A MAN, WHICH IS LIKE HIMSELF: AND DOTH HE, ASK FORGIVENESS OF HIS OWN SINS? {28:5} IF HE THAT IS BUT FLESH NOURISH HATRED, WHO WILL INTREAT FOR PARDON OF HIS SINS? {28:6} REMEMBER THY END, AND LET ENMITY CEASE; [REMEMBER] CORRUPTION AND DEATH, AND ABIDE IN THE COMMANDMENTS. {28:7} REMEMBER THE COMMANDMENTS, AND BEAR NO MALICE TO THY NEIGHBOUR: [REMEMBER] THE COVENANT OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD], AND WINK AT IGNORANCE. {28:8} ABSTAIN FROM STRIFE, AND THOU SHALT DIMINISH THY SINS: FOR A FURIOUS MAN WILL KINDLE STRIFE, {28:9} A SINFUL MAN DISQUIETETH FRIENDS, AND MAKETH DEBATE AMONG THEM THAT BE AT PEACE. {28:10} AS THE MATTER OF THE FIRE IS, SO IT BURNETH: AND AS A MAN’S STRENGTH IS, SO IS HIS WRATH; AND ACCORDING TO HIS RICHES HIS ANGER RISETH; AND THE STRONGER THEY ARE WHICH CONTEND, THE MORE THEY WILL BE INFLAMED. {28:11} A HASTY CONTENTION KINDLETH A FIRE: AND A HASTY FIGHTING SHEDDETH BLOOD. {28:12} IF THOU BLOW THE SPARK, IT SHALL BURN: IF THOU SPIT UPON IT, IT SHALL BE QUENCHED: AND BOTH THESE COME OUT OF THY MOUTH. {28:13} CURSE THE WHISPERER AND DOUBLETONGUED: FOR SUCH HAVE DESTROYED MANY THAT WERE AT PEACE. {28:14} A BACKBITING TONGUE HATH DISQUIETED MANY, AND DRIVEN THEM FROM NATION TO NATION: STRONG CITIES HATH IT PULLED DOWN, AND OVERTHROWN THE HOUSES OF GREAT MEN. {28:15} A BACKBITING TONGUE HATH CAST OUT VIRTUOUS WOMEN, AND DEPRIVED THEM OF THEIR LABOURS. {28:16} WHOSO HEARKENETH UNTO IT SHALL NEVER FIND REST, AND NEVER DWELL QUIETLY. {28:17} THE STROKE OF THE WHIP MAKETH MARKS IN THE FLESH: BUT THE STROKE OF THE TONGUE BREAKETH THE BONES. {28:18} MANY HAVE FALLEN BY THE EDGE OF THE SWORD: BUT NOT SO MANY AS HAVE FALLEN BY THE TONGUE. {28:19} WELL IS HE THAT IS DEFENDED THROUGH THE VENOM THEREOF; WHO HATH NOT DRAWN THE YOKE THEREOF, NOR HATH BEEN BOUND IN HER BANDS. {28:20} FOR THE YOKE THEREOF IS A YOKE OF IRON, AND THE BANDS THEREOF ARE BANDS OF BRASS. {28:21} THE DEATH THEREOF IS AN EVIL DEATH, THE GRAVE, WERE BETTER THAN IT. {28:22} IT SHALL NOT HAVE RULE OVER THEM THAT FEAR GOD, NEITHER SHALL THEY BE BURNED WITH THE FLAME THEREOF. {28:23} SUCH AS FORSAKE THE LORD SHALL FALL INTO IT; AND IT SHALL BURN IN THEM, AND NOT BE QUENCHED; IT SHALL BE SENT UPON THEM AS A LION, AND DEVOUR THEM AS A LEOPARD. {28:24} LOOK THAT THOU HEDGE THY POSSESSION ABOUT WITH THORNS, AND BIND UP THY SILVER AND GOLD, {28:25} AND WEIGH THY WORDS IN A BALANCE, AND MAKE A DOOR AND BAR FOR THY MOUTH. {28:26} BEWARE THOU SLIDE NOT BY IT, LEST THOU FALL BEFORE HIM THAT LIETH IN WAIT. 
{29:1} HE THAT IS MERCIFUL WILL LEND UNTO HIS NEIGHBOUR; AND HE THAT STRENGTHENETH HIS HAND KEEPETH THE COMMANDMENTS. {29:2} LEND TO THY NEIGHBOUR IN TIME OF HIS NEED, AND PAY THOU THY NEIGHBOUR AGAIN IN DUE SEASON. {29:3} KEEP THY WORD, AND DEAL FAITHFULLY WITH HIM, AND THOU SHALT ALWAYS FIND THE THING THAT IS NECESSARY FOR THEE. {29:4} MANY, WHEN A THING WAS LENT THEM, RECKONED IT TO BE FOUND, AND PUT THEM TO TROUBLE THAT HELPED THEM. {29:5} TILL HE HATH RECEIVED, HE WILL KISS A MAN’S HAND; AND FOR HIS NEIGHBOUR’S MONEY HE WILL SPEAK SUBMISSLY: BUT, WHEN HE SHOULD REPAY, HE WILL PROLONG THE TIME, AND RETURN WORDS OF GRIEF, AND COMPLAIN OF THE TIME. {29:6} IF HE, PREVAIL, HE SHALL HARDLY RECEIVE THE HALF, AND HE WILL COUNT AS IF HE HAD FOUND IT: IF NOT, HE HATH DEPRIVED HIM OF HIS MONEY, AND HE HATH GOTTEN HIM AN ENEMY WITHOUT CAUSE: HE PAYETH HIM WITH CURSINGS AND RAILINGS; AND FOR HONOUR HE WILL PAY HIM DISGRACE. {29:7} MANY THEREFORE HAVE REFUSED TO LEND FOR OTHER MEN’S ILL DEALING, FEARING TO BE DEFRAUDED. {29:8} YET HAVE THOU PATIENCE WITH A MAN IN POOR ESTATE, AND DELAY NOT TO SHEW HIM MERCY. {29:9} HELP THE POOR FOR THE COMMANDMENT’S SAKE, AND TURN HIM NOT AWAY BECAUSE OF HIS POVERTY. {29:10} LOSE THY MONEY FOR THY BROTHER AND THY FRIEND, AND LET IT NOT RUST UNDER A STONE TO BE LOST. {29:11} LAY UP THY TREASURE ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND IT SHALL BRING THEE MORE PROFIT THAN GOLD. {29:12} SHUT UP ALMS IN THY STOREHOUSES: AND IT SHALL DELIVER THEE FROM ALL AFFLICTION. {29:13} IT SHALL FIGHT FOR THEE AGAINST THINE ENEMIES BETTER THAN A MIGHTY SHIELD AND STRONG SPEAR. {29:14} AN HONEST MAN IS SURETY FOR HIS NEIGHBOUR: BUT HE THAT IS IMPUDENT WILL FORSAKE HIM. {29:15} FORGET NOT THE FRIENDSHIP OF THY SURETY, FOR HE HATH GIVEN HIS LIFE FOR THEE. {29:16} A SINNER WILL OVERTHROW THE GOOD ESTATE OF HIS SURETY: {29:17} AND HE THAT IS OF AN UNTHANKFUL MIND WILL LEAVE HIM [IN DANGER] THAT DELIVERED HIM. {29:18} SURETISHIP HATH UNDONE MANY OF GOOD ESTATE, AND SHAKEN THEM AS A WAVE OF THE SEA: MIGHTY MEN HATH IT DRIVEN FROM THEIR HOUSES, SO THAT THEY WANDERED AMONG STRANGE NATIONS. {29:19} A WICKED MAN TRANSGRESSING THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD SHALL FALL INTO SURETISHIP: AND HE THAT UNDERTAKETH AND FOLLOWETH OTHER MEN’S BUSINESS FOR GAIN SHALL FALL INTO SUITS. {29:20} HELP THY NEIGHBOUR ACCORDING TO THY POWER, AND BEWARE THAT THOU THYSELF FALL NOT INTO THE SAME. {29:21} THE CHIEF THING FOR LIFE IS WATER, AND BREAD, AND CLOTHING, AND A HOUSE TO COVER SHAME. {29:22} BETTER IS THE LIFE OF A POOR MAN IN A MEAN COTTAGE, THEN DELICATE FARE IN ANOTHER MAN’S HOUSE. {29:23} BE IT LITTLE OR MUCH, HOLD THEE CONTENTED, THAT THOU HEAR NOT THE REPROACH OF THY HOUSE. {29:24} FOR IT IS A MISERABLE LIFE TO GO FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE: FOR WHERE THOU ART A STRANGER, THOU DAREST NOT OPEN THY MOUTH. {29:25} THOU SHALT ENTERTAIN, AND FEAST, AND HAVE NO THANKS: MOREOVER, THOU SHALT HEAR BITTER WORDS: {29:26} COME, THOU STRANGER, AND FURNISH A TABLE, AND FEED ME OF THAT THOU HAST READY. {29:27} GIVE PLACE, THOU STRANGER, TO AN HONOURABLE MAN; MY BROTHER COMETH TO BE LODGED, AND I HAVE NEED OF MINE HOUSE. {29:28} THESE THINGS ARE GRIEVOUS TO A MAN OF UNDERSTANDING; THE UPBRAIDING OF HOUSEROOM, AND REPROACHING OF THE LENDER.
{30:1} HE THAT LOVETH HIS SON CAUSETH HIM OFT TO FEEL THE ROD, THAT HE MAY HAVE JOY OF HIM IN THE END. {30:2} HE THAT CHASTISETH HIS SON SHALL HAVE JOY IN HIM, AND SHALL REJOICE OF HIM AMONG HIS ACQUAINTANCE. {30:3} HE THAT TEACHETH HIS SON GRIEVETH THE ENEMY: AND BEFORE HIS FRIENDS HE SHALL REJOICE OF HIM. {30:4} THOUGH HIS, FATHER DIE, YET HE IS AS THOUGH HE WERE NOT DEAD: FOR HE HATH LEFT ONE BEHIND HIM THAT IS LIKE HIMSELF. {30:5} WHILE HE LIVED, HE SAW AND REJOICED IN HIM: AND WHEN HE DIED, HE WAS NOT SORROWFUL. {30:6} HE LEFT BEHIND HIM AN AVENGER AGAINST HIS ENEMIES, AND ONE THAT SHALL REQUITE KINDNESS TO HIS FRIENDS. {30:7} HE THAT MAKETH TOO MUCH OF HIS SON SHALL BIND UP HIS WOUNDS; AND HIS BOWELS WILL BE TROUBLED AT EVERY CRY. {30:8} A HORSE NOT BROKEN BECOMETH HEADSTRONG: AND A CHILD LEFT TO HIMSELF WILL BE WILLFUL. {30:9} COCKER THY CHILD, AND HE SHALL MAKE THEE AFRAID: PLAY WITH HIM, AND HE WILL BRING THEE TO HEAVINESS. {30:10} LAUGH NOT WITH HIM, LEST THOU HAVE SORROW WITH HIM, AND LEST THOU GNASH THY TEETH IN THE END. {30:11} GIVE HIM NO LIBERTY IN HIS YOUTH, AND WINK NOT AT HIS FOLLIES. {30:12} BOW DOWN HIS NECK WHILE HE IS YOUNG, AND BEAT HIM ON THE SIDES WHILE HE IS A CHILD, LEST HE WAX STUBBORN, AND BE DISOBEDIENT UNTO THEE, AND SO BRING SORROW TO THINE HEART. {30:13} CHASTISE THY SON, AND HOLD HIM TO LABOUR, LEST HIS LEWD BEHAVIOUR BE AN OFFENCE UNTO THEE. {30:14} BETTER IS THE POOR, BEING SOUND AND STRONG OF CONSTITUTION, THEN A RICH MAN THAT IS AFFLICTED IN HIS BODY. {30:15} HEALTH AND GOOD ESTATE OF BODY ARE ABOVE ALL GOLD, AND A STRONG BODY ABOVE INFINITE WEALTH. {30:16} THERE IS NO RICHES ABOVE A SOUND BODY, AND NO JOY ABOVE THE JOY OF THE HEART. {30:17} DEATH IS BETTER THAN A BITTER LIFE OR CONTINUAL SICKNESS. {30:18} DELICATES POURED UPON A MOUTH SHUT UP ARE AS MESSES OF MEAT SET UPON A GRAVE. {30:19} WHAT GOOD DOETH THE OFFERING UNTO AN IDOL? FOR NEITHER CAN IT EAT NOR SMELL: SO IS HE THAT IS PERSECUTED OF THE LORD. {30:20} HE SEETH WITH HIS EYES AND GROANETH, AS A EUNUCH THAT EMBRACETH A VIRGIN AND SIGHETH. {30:21} GIVE NOT OVER THY MIND TO HEAVINESS, AND AFFLICT NOT THYSELF IN THINE OWN COUNSEL. {30:22} THE GLADNESS OF THE HEART IS THE LIFE OF MAN, AND THE JOYFULNESS OF A MAN PROLONGETH HIS DAYS. {30:23} LOVE THINE OWN SOUL, AND COMFORT THY HEART, REMOVE SORROW FAR FROM THEE: FOR SORROW HATH KILLED MANY, AND THERE IS NO PROFIT THEREIN. {30:24} ENVY AND WRATH SHORTEN THE LIFE, AND CAREFULNESS BRINGETH AGE BEFORE THE TIME. {30:25} A CHEERFUL AND GOOD HEART WILL HAVE A CARE OF HIS MEAT AND DIET. 
{31:1} WATCHING FOR RICHES CONSUMETH THE FLESH, AND THE CARE THEREOF DRIVETH AWAY SLEEP. {31:2} WATCHING CARE WILL NOT LET A MAN SLUMBER, AS A SORE DISEASE BREAKETH SLEEP, {31:3} THE RICH HATH GREAT LABOUR IN GATHERING RICHES TOGETHER; AND WHEN HE RESTETH, HE IS FILLED WITH HIS DELICATES. {31:4} THE POOR LABOURETH IN HIS POOR ESTATE; AND WHEN HE LEAVETH OFF, HE IS STILL NEEDY. {31:5} HE THAT LOVETH GOLD SHALL NOT BE JUSTIFIED, AND HE THAT FOLLOWETH CORRUPTION SHALL HAVE ENOUGH THEREOF. {31:6} GOLD HATH BEEN THE RUIN OF MANY, AND THEIR DESTRUCTION WAS PRESENT. {31:7} IT IS A STUMBLINGBLOCK UNTO THEM THAT SACRIFICE UNTO IT, AND EVERY FOOL SHALL BE TAKEN THEREWITH. {31:8} BLESSED IS THE RICH THAT IS FOUND WITHOUT BLEMISH, AND HATH NOT GONE AFTER GOLD. {31:9} WHO IS HE? AND WE WILL CALL HIM BLESSED: FOR WONDERFUL THINGS HATH HE DONE AMONG HIS PEOPLE. {31:10} WHO HATH BEEN TRIED THEREBY, AND FOUND PERFECT? THEN LET HIM GLORY. WHO MIGHT OFFEND, AND HATH NOT OFFENDED? OR DONE EVIL, AND HATH NOT DONE IT? {31:11} HIS GOODS SHALL BE ESTABLISHED, AND THE CONGREGATION SHALL DECLARE HIS ALMS. {31:12} IF THOU SIT AT A BOUNTIFUL TABLE, BE NOT GREEDY UPON IT, AND SAY NOT, THERE IS MUCH MEAT ON IT. {31:13} REMEMBER THAT A WICKED EYE IS AN EVIL THING: AND WHAT IS CREATED MORE WICKED THAN AN EYE? THEREFORE IT WEEPETH UPON EVERY OCCASION. {31:14} STRETCH NOT THINE HAND WHITHERSOEVER IT LOOKETH, AND THRUST IT NOT WITH HIM INTO THE DISH. {31:15} JUDGE NOT THY NEIGHBOUR BY THYSELF: AND BE DISCREET IN EVERY POINT. {31:16} EAT AS IT BECOMETH A MAN, THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE SET BEFORE THEE; AND DEVOUR NOTE, LEST THOU BE HATED. {31:17} LEAVE OFF FIRST FOR MANNERS’ SAKE; AND BE NOT UNSATIABLE, LEST THOU OFFEND. {31:18} WHEN THOU SITTEST AMONG MANY, REACH NOT THINE HAND OUT FIRST OF ALL. {31:19} A VERY LITTLE IS SUFFICIENT FOR A MAN WELL NURTURED, AND HE FETCHETH NOT HIS WIND SHORT UPON HIS BED. {31:20} SOUND SLEEP COMETH OF MODERATE EATING: HE RISETH EARLY, AND HIS WITS ARE WITH HIM: BUT THE PAIN OF WATCHING, AND CHOLER, AND PANGS OF THE BELLY, ARE WITH AN UNSATIABLE MAN. {31:21} AND IF THOU HAST BEEN FORCED TO EAT, ARISE, GO FORTH, VOMIT, AND THOU SHALT HAVE REST. {31:22} MY SON, HEAR ME, AND DESPISE ME NOT, AND AT THE LAST THOU SHALT FIND AS I TOLD THEE: IN ALL THY WORKS BE QUICK, SO SHALL THERE NO SICKNESS COME UNTO THEE. {31:23} WHOSO IS LIBERAL OF HIS MEAT, MEN SHALL SPEAK WELL OF HIM; AND THE REPORT OF HIS GOOD HOUSEKEEPING WILL BE BELIEVED. {31:24} BUT AGAINST HIM THAT IS A NIGGARD OF HIS MEAT THE WHOLE CITY SHALL MURMUR; AND THE TESTIMONIES OF HIS NIGGARDNESS SHALL NOT BE DOUBTED OF. {31:25} SHEW NOT THY VALIANTNESS IN WINE; FOR WINE HATH DESTROYED MANY. {31:26} THE FURNACE PROVETH THE EDGE BY DIPPING: SO DOTH WINE THE HEARTS OF THE PROUD BY DRUNKENESS. {31:27} WINE IS AS GOOD AS LIFE TO A MAN, IF IT BE DRUNK MODERATELY: WHAT LIFE IS THEN TO A MAN THAT IS WITHOUT WINE? FOR IT WAS MADE TO MAKE MEN GLAD. {31:28} WINE MEASURABLY DRUNK AND IN SEASON BRINGETH GLADNESS OF THE HEART, AND CHEERFULNESS OF THE MIND: {31:29} BUT WINE DRUNKEN WITH EXCESS MAKETH BITTERNESS OF THE MIND, WITH BRAWLING AND QUARRELLING. {31:30} DRUNKENNESS INCREASETH THE RAGE OF A FOOL TILL HE, OFFEND: IT DIMINISHETH STRENGTH, AND MAKETH WOUNDS. {31:31} REBUKE NOT THY NEIGHBOUR AT THE WINE, AND DESPISE HIM NOT IN HIS MIRTH: GIVE HIM NO DESPITEFUL WORDS, AND PRESS NOT UPON HIM WITH URGING HIM [TO DRINK.] 
{32:1} IF THOU BE MADE THE MASTER [OF A FEAST,] LIFT NOT THYSELF UP, BUT BE AMONG THEM AS ONE, OF THE REST, TAKE DILIGENT CARE FOR THEM, AND SO SIT DOWN. {32:2} AND WHEN THOU HAST DONE ALL THY OFFICE, TAKE THY PLACE, THAT THOU MAYEST BE MERRY WITH THEM, AND RECEIVE A CROWN FOR THY WELL ORDERING OF THE FEAST. {32:3} SPEAK, THOU THAT ART THE ELDER, FOR IT BECOMETH THEE, BUT WITH SOUND JUDGMENT; AND HINDER NOT MUSICK. {32:4} POUR NOT OUT WORDS WHERE THERE IS A MUSICIAN, AND SHEW NOT FORTH WISDOM OUT OF TIME. {32:5} A CONCERT OF MUSICK IN A BANQUET OF WINE IS AS A SIGNET OF CARBUNCLE SET IN GOLD. {32:6} AS A SIGNET OF AN EMERALD SET IN A WORK OF GOLD, SO IS THE MELODY OF MUSICK WITH PLEASANT WINE. {32:7} SPEAK, YOUNG MAN, IF THERE BE NEED OF THEE: AND YET SCARCELY WHEN THOU ART TWICE ASKED. {32:8} LET THY SPEECH BE SHORT, COMPREHENDING MUCH IN FEW WORDS; BE AS ONE THAT KNOWETH AND YET HOLDETH HIS TONGUE. {32:9} IF THOU BE AMONG GREAT MEN, MAKE NOT THYSELF EQUAL WITH THEM; AND WHEN ANCIENT MEN ARE IN PLACE, USE NOT MANY WORDS. {32:10} BEFORE THE THUNDER GOETH LIGHTNING; AND BEFORE A SHAMEFACED MAN SHALL GO FAVOUR. {32:11} RISE UP BETIMES, AND BE NOT THE LAST; BUT GET THEE HOME WITHOUT DELAY. {32:12} THERE TAKE THY PASTIME, AND DO WHAT THOU WILT: BUT SIN NOT BY PROUD SPEECH. {32:13} AND FOR THESE THINGS BLESS HIM THAT MADE THEE, AND HATH REPLENISHED THEE WITH HIS GOOD THINGS. {32:14} WHOSO FEARETH THE LORD WILL RECEIVE HIS DISCIPLINE; AND THEY THAT SEEK HIM EARLY SHALL FIND FAVOUR. {32:15} HE THAT SEEKETH THE LAW SHALL BE FILLED THEREWITH: BUT THE HYPOCRITE WILL BE OFFENDED THEREAT. {32:16} THEY THAT FEAR THE LORD SHALL FIND JUDGMENT, AND SHALL KINDLE JUSTICE AS A LIGHT. {32:17} A SINFUL MAN WILL NOT BE REPROVED, BUT FINDETH AN EXCUSE ACCORDING TO HIS WILL. {32:18} A MAN OF COUNSEL WILL BE CONSIDERATE; BUT A STRANGE AND PROUD MAN IS NOT DAUNTED WITH FEAR, EVEN WHEN OF HIMSELF HE HATH DONE WITHOUT COUNSEL. {32:19} DO NOTHING WITHOUT ADVICE; AND WHEN THOU HAST ONCE DONE, REPENT NOT. {32:20} GO NOT IN A WAY WHEREIN THOU MAYEST FALL, AND STUMBLE NOT AMONG THE STONES. {32:21} BE NOT CONFIDENT IN A PLAIN WAY. {32:22} AND BEWARE OF THINE OWN CHILDREN. {32:23} IN EVERY GOOD WORK TRUST THY OWN SOUL; FOR THIS IS THE KEEPING OF THE COMMANDMENTS. {32:24} HE THAT BELIEVETH IN THE LORD TAKETH HEED TO THE COMMANDMENT; AND HE THAT TRUSTETH IN HIM SHALL FARE NEVER THE WORSE. 
{33:1} THERE SHALL NO EVIL HAPPEN UNTO HIM THAT FEARETH THE LORD; BUT IN TEMPTATION EVEN AGAIN HE WILL DELIVER HIM. {33:2} A WISE MAN HATETH NOT THE LAW; BUT HE THAT IS A HYPOCRITE THEREIN IS AS A SHIP IN A STORM. {33:3} A MAN OF UNDERSTANDING TRUSTETH IN THE LAW; AND THE LAW IS FAITHFUL UNTO HIM, AS AN ORACLE. {33:4} PREPARE WHAT TO SAY, AND SO THOU SHALT BE HEARD: AND BIND UP INSTRUCTION, AND THEN MAKE ANSWER. {33:5} THE HEART OF THE FOOLISH IS LIKE A CARTWHEEL; AND HIS THOUGHTS ARE LIKE A ROLLING AXLETREE. {33:6} A STALLION HORSE IS AS A MOCKING FRIEND, HE NEIGHETH UNDER EVERY ONE THAT SITTETH UPON HIM. {33:7} WHY DOTH ONE DAY EXCEL ANOTHER, WHEN AS ALL THE LIGHT OF EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR IS OF THE SUN? {33:8} BY THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD THEY WERE DISTINGUISHED: AND HE ALTERED SEASONS AND FEASTS. {33:9} SOME OF THEM HATH HE MADE HIGH DAYS, AND HALLOWED THEM, AND SOME OF THEM HATH HE MADE ORDINARY DAYS. {33:10} AND ALL MEN ARE FROM THE GROUND, AND ADAM WAS CREATED OF EARTH: {33:11} IN MUCH KNOWLEDGE THE LORD HATH DIVIDED THEM, AND MADE THEIR WAYS DIVERSE. {33:12} SOME OF THEM HATH HE BLESSED AND EXALTED AND SOME OF THEM HE SANCTIFIED, AND SET NEAR HIMSELF: BUT SOME OF THEM HATH HE CURSED AND BROUGHT LOW, AND TURNED OUT OF THEIR PLACES. {33:13} AS THE CLAY IS IN THE POTTER’S HAND, TO FASHION IT AT HIS PLEASURE: SO, MAN IS IN THE HAND OF HIM THAT MADE HIM, TO RENDER TO THEM AS LIKETH HIM BEST. {33:14} GOOD IS SET AGAINST EVIL, AND LIFE AGAINST DEATH: SO IS THE GODLY AGAINST THE SINNER, AND THE SINNER AGAINST THE GODLY. {33:15} SO LOOK UPON ALL THE WORKS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND THERE ARE TWO AND TWO, ONE AGAINST ANOTHER. {33:16} I AWAKED UP LAST OF ALL, AS ONE THAT GATHERETH AFTER THE GRAPEGATHERERS: BY THE BLESSING OF THE LORD I PROFITED, AND TRED MY WINEPRESS LIKE A GATHERER OF GRAPES. {33:17} CONSIDER THAT I LABOURED NOT FOR MYSELF ONLY, BUT FOR ALL THEM THAT SEEK LEARNING. {33:18} HEAR ME, O YE GREAT MEN OF THE PEOPLE, AND HEARKEN WITH YOUR EARS, YE RULERS OF THE CONGREGATION. {33:19} GIVE NOT THY SON AND WIFE, THY BROTHER AND FRIEND, POWER OVER THEE WHILE THOU LIVEST, AND GIVE NOT THY GOODS TO ANOTHER: LEST IT REPENT THEE, AND THOU INTREAT FOR THE SAME AGAIN. {33:20} AS LONG AS THOU LIVEST AND HAST BREATH IN THEE, GIVE NOT THYSELF OVER TO ANY. {33:21} FOR BETTER IT IS THAT THY CHILDREN SHOULD SEEK TO THEE, THEN THAT THOU SHOULDEST STAND TO THEIR COURTESY. {33:22} IN ALL THY WORKS KEEP TO THYSELF THE PREEMINENCE; LEAVE NOT A STAIN IN THINE HONOUR. {33:23} AT THE TIME WHEN THOU SHALT END THY DAYS, AND FINISH THY LIFE, DISTRIBUTE THINE INHERITANCE. {33:24} FODDER, A WAND, AND BURDENS, ARE FOR THE ASS; AND BREAD, CORRECTION, AND WORK, FOR A SERVANT. {33:25} IF THOU SET THY SERVANT TO LABOUR, THOU SHALT FIND REST: BUT IF THOU LET HIM GO IDLE, HE SHALL SEEK LIBERTY. {33:26} A YOKE AND A COLLAR DO BOW THE NECK: SO ARE TORTURES AND TORMENTS FOR AN EVIL SERVANT. {33:27} SEND HIM TO LABOUR, THAT HE BE NOT IDLE; FOR IDLENESS TEACHETH MUCH EVIL. {33:28} SET HIM TO WORK, AS IS FIT FOR HIM: IF HE BE NOT OBEDIENT, PUT ON MORE HEAVY FETTERS. {33:29} BUT BE NOT EXCESSIVE TOWARD ANY; AND WITHOUT DISCRETION DO NOTHING. {33:30} IF THOU HAVE A SERVANT, LET HIM BE UNTO THEE AS THYSELF, BECAUSE THOU HAST BOUGHT HIM WITH A PRICE. {33:31} IF THOU HAVE A SERVANT, ENTREAT HIM AS A BROTHER: FOR THOU HAST NEED OF HIM, AS OF THINE OWN SOUL: IF THOU ENTREAT HIM EVIL, AND HE RUN FROM THEE, WHICH WAY WILT THOU GO TO SEEK HIM? 
{34:1} THE HOPES OF A MAN VOID OF UNDERSTANDING ARE VAIN AND FALSE: AND DREAMS LIFT UP FOOLS. {34:2} WHOSO REGARDETH DREAMS IS LIKE HIM THAT CATCHETH AT A SHADOW, AND FOLLOWETH AFTER THE WIND. {34:3} THE VISION OF DREAMS IS THE RESEMBLANCE OF ONE THING TO ANOTHER, EVEN AS THE LIKENESS OF A FACE TO A FACE. {34:4} OF AN UNCLEAN THING WHAT CAN BE CLEANSED? AND FROM THAT THING WHICH IS FALSE WHAT TRUTH CAN COME? {34:5} DIVINATIONS, AND SOOTHSAYINGS, AND DREAMS, ARE VAIN: AND THE HEART FANCIETH, AS A WOMAN’S HEART IN TRAVAIL. {34:6} IF THEY BE NOT SENT FROM THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] IN THY VISITATION, SET NOT THY HEART UPON THEM. {34:7} FOR DREAMS HAVE DECEIVED MANY, AND THEY HAVE FAILED THAT PUT THEIR TRUST IN THEM. {34:8} THE LAW SHALL BE FOUND PERFECT WITHOUT LIES: AND WISDOM IS PERFECTION TO A FAITHFUL MOUTH. {34:9} A MAN THAT HATH TRAVELLED KNOWETH MANY THINGS; AND HE THAT HATH MUCH EXPERIENCE WILL DECLARE WISDOM. {34:10} HE THAT HATH NO EXPERIENCE KNOWETH LITTLE: BUT HE THAT HATH TRAVELLED IS FULL OF PRUDENCE. {34:11} WHEN I TRAVELLED, I SAW MANY THINGS; AND I UNDERSTAND MORE THAN I CAN EXPRESS. {34:12} I WAS OFTTIMES IN DANGER OF DEATH: YET I WAS DELIVERED BECAUSE OF THESE THINGS. {34:13} THE SPIRIT OF THOSE THAT FEAR THE LORD SHALL LIVE; FOR THEIR HOPE IS IN HIM THAT SAVETH THEM. {34:14} WHOSO FEARETH THE LORD SHALL NOT FEAR NOR BE AFRAID; FOR HE IS HIS HOPE. {34:15} BLESSED IS THE SOUL OF HIM THAT FEARETH THE LORD: TO WHOM DOTH HE, LOOK? AND WHO IS HIS STRENGTH? {34:16} FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE UPON THEM THAT LOVE HIM, HE IS THEIR MIGHTY PROTECTION AND STRONG STAY, A DEFENCE FROM HEAT, AND A COVER FROM THE SUN AT NOON, A PRESERVATION FROM STUMBLING, AND A HELP FROM FALLING. {34:17} HE RAISETH UP THE SOUL, AND LIGHTENETH THE EYES: HE GIVETH HEALTH, LIFE, AND BLESSING. {34:18} HE THAT SACRIFICETH OF A THING WRONGFULLY GOTTEN, HIS OFFERING IS RIDICULOUS; AND THE GIFTS OF UNJUST MEN ARE NOT ACCEPTED. {34:19} THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] IS NOT PLEASED WITH THE OFFERINGS OF THE WICKED; NEITHER IS HE PACIFIED FOR SIN BY THE MULTITUDE OF SACRIFICES. {34:20} WHOSO BRINGETH AN OFFERING OF THE GOODS OF THE POOR DOETH AS ONE THAT KILLETH THE SON BEFORE HIS FATHER’S EYES. {34:21} THE BREAD OF THE NEEDY IS THEIR LIFE: HE THAT DEFRAUDETH HIM THEREOF IS A MAN OF BLOOD. {34:22} HE THAT TAKETH AWAY HIS NEIGHBOUR’S LIVING SLAYETH HIM; AND HE THAT DEFRAUDETH THE LABOURER OF HIS HIRE IS A BLOODSHEDDER. {34:23} WHEN ONE BUILDETH, AND ANOTHER PULLETH DOWN, WHAT PROFIT HAVE THEY THEN BUT LABOUR? {34:24} WHEN ONE PRAYETH, AND ANOTHER CURSETH, WHOSE VOICE WILL THE LORD HEAR? {34:25} HE THAT WASHETH HIMSELF AFTER THE TOUCHING OF A DEAD BODY, IF HE, TOUCH IT AGAIN, WHAT AVAILETH HIS WASHING? {34:26} SO IS IT WITH A MAN THAT FASTETH FOR HIS SINS, AND GOETH AGAIN, AND DOETH THE SAME: WHO WILL HEAR HIS PRAYER? OR WHAT DOTH HIS HUMBLING, PROFIT HIM? 
{35:1} HE THAT KEEPETH THE LAW BRINGETH OFFERINGS ENOUGH: HE THAT TAKETH HEED TO THE COMMANDMENT OFFERETH A PEACE OFFERING. {35:2} HE THAT REQUITETH A GOODTURN OFFERETH FINE FLOUR; AND HE THAT GIVETH ALMS SACRIFICETH PRAISE. {35:3} TO DEPART FROM WICKEDNESS IS A THING PLEASING TO THE LORD; AND TO FORSAKE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS IS A PROPITIATION. {35:4} THOU SHALT NOT APPEAR EMPTY BEFORE THE LORD. {35:5} FOR ALL THESE THINGS [ARE TO BE DONE] BECAUSE OF THE COMMANDMENT. {35:6} THE OFFERING OF THE RIGHTEOUS MAKETH THE ALTAR FAT, AND THE SWEET SAVOUR THEREOF IS BEFORE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. {35:7} THE SACRIFICE OF A JUST MAN IS ACCEPTABLE. AND THE MEMORIAL THEREOF SHALL NEVER BE FORGOTTEN. {35:8} GIVE THE LORD HIS HONOUR WITH A GOOD EYE, AND DIMINISH NOT THE FIRSTFRUITS OF THINE HANDS. {35:9} IN ALL THY GIFTS SHEW A CHEERFUL COUNTENANCE, AND DEDICATE THY TITHES WITH GLADNESS. {35:10} GIVE UNTO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] ACCORDING AS HE HATH ENRICHED THEE; AND AS THOU HAST GOTTEN, GIVE WITH A CHEERFUL EYE. {35:11} FOR THE LORD RECOMPENSETH, AND WILL GIVE THEE SEVEN TIMES AS MUCH. {35:12} DO NOT THINK TO CORRUPT WITH GIFTS; FOR SUCH HE WILL NOT RECEIVE: AND TRUST NOT TO UNRIGHTEOUS SACRIFICES; FOR THE LORD IS JUDGE, AND WITH HIM IS NO RESPECT OF PERSONS. {35:13} HE WILL NOT ACCEPT ANY PERSON AGAINST A POOR MAN, BUT WILL HEAR THE PRAYER OF THE OPPRESSED. {35:14} HE WILL NOT DESPISE THE SUPPLICATION OF THE FATHERLESS; NOR THE WIDOW, WHEN SHE POURETH OUT HER COMPLAINT. {35:15} DO NOT THE TEARS RUN DOWN THE WIDOW’S CHEEKS? AND IS NOT HER CRY AGAINST HIM THAT CAUSETH THEM TO FALL? {35:16} HE THAT SERVETH THE LORD SHALL BE ACCEPTED WITH FAVOUR, AND HIS PRAYER SHALL REACH UNTO THE CLOUDS. {35:17} THE PRAYER OF THE HUMBLE PIERCETH THE CLOUDS: AND TILL IT COME NIGH, HE WILL NOT BE COMFORTED; AND WILL NOT DEPART, TILL THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SHALL BEHOLD TO JUDGE RIGHTEOUSLY, AND EXECUTE JUDGMENT. {35:18} FOR THE LORD WILL NOT BE SLACK, NEITHER WILL THE MIGHTY BE PATIENT TOWARD THEM, TILL HE, HAVE SMITTEN IN SUNDER THE LOINS OF THE UNMERCIFUL, AND REPAYED VENGEANCE TO THE HEATHEN; TILL HE HAVE TAKEN AWAY THE MULTITUDE OF THE PROUD, AND BROKEN THE SCEPTRE OF THE UNRIGHTEOUS; {35:19} TILL HE HAVE RENDERED TO EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS, AND TO THE WORKS OF MEN ACCORDING TO THEIR DEVICES; TILL HE HAVE JUDGED THE CAUSE OF HIS PEOPLE, AND MADE THEM TO REJOICE IN HIS MERCY. {35:20} MERCY IS SEASONABLE IN THE TIME OF AFFLICTION, AS CLOUDS OF RAIN IN THE TIME OF DROUGHT. 
{36:1} HAVE MERCY UPON US, O LORD GOD OF ALL, AND BEHOLD US: {36:2} AND SEND THY FEAR UPON ALL THE NATIONS THAT SEEK NOT AFTER THEE. {36:3} LIFT UP THY HAND AGAINST THE STRANGE NATIONS, AND LET THEM SEE THY POWER. {36:4} AS THOU WAST SANCTIFIED IN US BEFORE THEM: SO BE THOU MAGNIFIED AMONG THEM BEFORE US. {36:5} AND LET THEM KNOW THEE, AS WE HAVE KNOWN THEE, THAT THERE IS NO GOD BUT ONLY THOU, O GOD. {36:6} SHEW NEW SIGNS, AND MAKE OTHER STRANGE WONDERS: GLORIFY THY HAND AND THY RIGHT ARM, THAT THEY MAY SET FORTH THY WONDROUS WORKS. {36:7} RAISE UP INDIGNATION, AND POUR OUT WRATH: TAKE AWAY THE ADVERSARY, AND DESTROY THE ENEMY. {36:8} SAKE THE TIME SHORT, REMEMBER THE COVENANT, AND LET THEM DECLARE THY WONDERFUL WORKS. {36:9} LET HIM THAT ESCAPETH BE CONSUMED BY THE RAGE OF THE FIRE; AND LET THEM PERISH THAT OPPRESS THE PEOPLE. {36:10} SMITE IN SUNDER THE HEADS OF THE RULERS OF THE HEATHEN, THAT SAY, THERE IS NONE OTHER BUT WE. {36:11} GATHER ALL THE TRIBES OF JACOB TOGETHER, AND INHERIT THOU THEM, AS FROM THE BEGINNING. {36:12} O LORD, HAVE MERCY UPON THE PEOPLE THAT IS CALLED BY THY NAME, AND UPON ISRAEL, WHOM THOU HAST NAMED THY FIRSTBORN. {36:13} O BE MERCIFUL UNTO JERUSALEM, THY HOLY CITY, THE PLACE OF THY REST. {36:14} FILL SION WITH THINE UNSPEAKABLE ORACLES, AND THY PEOPLE WITH THY GLORY: {36:15} GIVE TESTIMONY UNTO THOSE THAT THOU HAST POSSESSED FROM THE BEGINNING, AND RAISE UP PROPHETS THAT HAVE BEEN IN THY NAME. {36:16} REWARD THEM THAT WAIT FOR THEE, AND LET THY PROPHETS BE FOUND FAITHFUL. {36:17} O LORD, HEAR THE PRAYER OF THY SERVANTS, ACCORDING TO THE BLESSING OF AARON OVER THY PEOPLE, THAT ALL THEY WHICH DWELL UPON THE EARTH MAY KNOW THAT THOU ART THE LORD, THE ETERNAL GOD. {36:18} THE BELLY DEVOURETH ALL MEATS, YET IS ONE MEAT BETTER THAN ANOTHER. {36:19} AS THE PALATE TASTETH DIVER’S KINDS OF VENISON: SO DOTH AN HEART OF UNDERSTANDING FALSE SPEECHES. {36:20} A FROWARD HEART CAUSETH HEAVINESS: BUT A MAN OF EXPERIENCE WILL RECOMPENSE HIM. {36:21} A WOMAN WILL RECEIVE EVERY MAN, YET IS ONE DAUGHTER BETTER THAN ANOTHER. {36:22} THE BEAUTY OF A WOMAN CHEERETH THE COUNTENANCE, AND A MAN LOVETH NOTHING BETTER. {36:23} IF THERE BE KINDNESS, MEEKNESS, AND COMFORT, IN HER TONGUE, THEN IS NOT HER HUSBAND LIKE OTHER MEN. {36:24} HE THAT GETTETH A WIFE BEGINNETH A POSSESSION, A HELP LIKE UNTO HIMSELF, AND A PILLAR OF REST. {36:25} WHERE NO HEDGE IS, THERE THE POSSESSION IS SPOILED: AND HE THAT HATH NO WIFE WILL WANDER UP AND DOWN MOURNING. {36:26} WHO WILL TRUST A THIEF WELL APPOINTED, THAT SKIPPETH FROM CITY TO CITY? SO [WHO WILL BELIEVE] A MAN THAT HATH NO HOUSE, AND LODGETH WHERESOEVER THE NIGHT TAKETH HIM?
{37:1} EVERY FRIEND SAITH, I AM HIS FRIEND ALSO: BUT THERE IS A FRIEND, WHICH IS ONLY A FRIEND IN NAME. {37:2} IS IT NOT A GRIEF UNTO DEATH, WHEN A COMPANION AND FRIEND IS TURNED TO AN ENEMY? {37:3} O WICKED IMAGINATION, WHENCE CAMEST THOU IN TO COVER THE EARTH WITH DECEIT? {37:4} THERE IS A COMPANION, WHICH REJOICETH IN THE PROSPERITY OF A FRIEND, BUT IN THE TIME OF TROUBLE WILL BE AGAINST HIM. {37:5} THERE IS A COMPANION, WHICH HELPETH HIS FRIEND FOR THE BELLY, AND TAKETH UP THE BUCKLER AGAINST THE ENEMY. {37:6} FORGET NOT THY FRIEND IN THY MIND, AND BE NOT UNMINDFUL OF HIM IN THY RICHES. {37:7} EVERY COUNSELLOR EXTOLLETH COUNSEL; BUT THERE IS SOME THAT COUNSELLETH FOR HIMSELF. {37:8} BEWARE OF A COUNSELLOR, AND KNOW BEFORE WHAT NEED HE HATH; FOR HE WILL COUNSEL FOR HIMSELF; LEST HE CAST THE LOT UPON THEE, {37:9} AND SAY UNTO THEE, THY WAY IS GOOD: AND AFTERWARD HE, STAND ON THE OTHER SIDE, TO SEE WHAT SHALL BEFALL THEE. {37:10} CONSULT NOT WITH ONE THAT SUSPECTETH THEE: AND HIDE THY COUNSEL FROM SUCH AS ENVY THEE. {37:11} NEITHER CONSULT WITH A WOMAN TOUCHING HER OF WHOM SHE IS JEALOUS; NEITHER WITH A COWARD IN MATTERS OF WAR; NOR WITH A MERCHANT CONCERNING EXCHANGE; NOR WITH A BUYER OF SELLING; NOR WITH AN ENVIOUS MAN OF THANKFULNESS; NOR WITH AN UNMERCIFUL MAN TOUCHING KINDNESS; NOR WITH THE SLOTHFUL FOR ANY WORK; NOR WITH AN HIRELING FOR A YEAR OF FINISHING WORK; NOR WITH AN IDLE SERVANT OF MUCH BUSINESS: HEARKEN NOT UNTO THESE IN ANY MATTER OF COUNSEL. {37:12} BUT BE CONTINUALLY WITH A GODLY MAN, WHOM THOU KNOWEST TO KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, WHOSE, MIND IS ACCORDING TO THY MIND, AND WILL SORROW WITH THEE, IF THOU SHALT MISCARRY. {37:13} AND LET THE COUNSEL OF THINE OWN HEART STAND: FOR THERE IS NO MAN MORE FAITHFUL UNTO THEE THAN IT. {37:14} FOR A MAN’S MIND IS SOMETIME WONT TO TELL HIM MORE THAN SEVEN WATCHMEN, THAT SIT ABOVE IN A HIGH TOWER. {37:15} AND ABOVE ALL THIS PRAY TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], THAT HE WILL DIRECT THY WAY IN TRUTH. {37:16} LET REASON GO BEFORE EVERY ENTERPRIZE, AND COUNSEL BEFORE EVERY ACTION. {37:17} THE COUNTENANCE IS A SIGN OF CHANGING OF THE HEART. {37:18} FOUR MANNER OF THINGS APPEAR: GOOD AND EVIL, LIFE AND DEATH: BUT THE TONGUE RULETH OVER THEM CONTINUALLY. {37:19} THERE IS ONE THAT IS WISE AND TEACHETH MANY, AND YET IS UNPROFITABLE TO HIMSELF. {37:20} THERE IS ONE THAT SHEWETH WISDOM IN WORDS, AND IS HATED: HE SHALL BE DESTITUTE OF ALL FOOD. {37:21} FOR GRACE IS NOT GIVEN, HIM FROM THE LORD, BECAUSE HE IS DEPRIVED OF ALL WISDOM. {37:22} ANOTHER IS WISE TO HIMSELF; AND THE FRUITS OF UNDERSTANDING ARE COMMENDABLE IN HIS MOUTH. {37:23} A WISE MAN INSTRUCTETH HIS PEOPLE; AND THE FRUITS OF HIS UNDERSTANDING FAIL NOT. {37:24} A WISE MAN SHALL BE FILLED WITH BLESSING; AND ALL THEY THAT SEE HIM SHALL COUNT HIM HAPPY. {37:25} THE DAYS OF THE LIFE OF MAN MAY BE NUMBERED: BUT THE DAYS OF ISRAEL ARE INNUMERABLE. {37:26} A WISE MAN SHALL INHERIT GLORY AMONG HIS PEOPLE, AND HIS NAME SHALL BE PERPETUAL. {37:27} MY SON, PROVE THY SOUL IN THY LIFE, AND SEE WHAT IS EVIL FOR IT, AND GIVE NOT THAT UNTO IT. {37:28} FOR ALL THINGS ARE NOT PROFITABLE FOR ALL MEN, NEITHER HATH EVERY SOUL PLEASURE IN EVERY THING. {37:29} BE NOT UNSATIABLE IN ANY DAINTY THING, NOR TOO GREEDY UPON MEATS: {37:30} FOR EXCESS OF MEATS BRINGETH SICKNESS, AND SURFEITING WILL TURN INTO CHOLER. {37:31} BY SURFEITING HAVE MANY PERISHED; BUT HE THAT TAKETH HEED PROLONGETH HIS LIFE. 
{38:1} HONOUR A PHYSICIAN WITH THE HONOUR DUE UNTO HIM FOR THE USES WHICH YE MAY HAVE OF HIM: FOR THE LORD HATH CREATED HIM. {38:2} FOR OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] COMETH HEALING, AND HE SHALL RECEIVE HONOUR OF THE KING. {38:3} THE SKILL OF THE PHYSICIAN SHALL LIFT UP HIS HEAD: AND IN THE SIGHT OF GREAT MEN HE SHALL BE IN ADMIRATION. {38:4} THE LORD HATH CREATED MEDICINES OUT OF THE EARTH; AND HE THAT IS WISE WILL NOT ABHOR THEM. {38:5} WAS NOT THE WATER MADE SWEET WITH WOOD, THAT THE VIRTUE THEREOF MIGHT BE KNOWN? {38:6} AND HE HATH GIVEN MEN SKILL, THAT HE MIGHT BE HONOURED IN HIS MARVELLOUS WORKS. {38:7} WITH SUCH DOTH HE, HEAL [MEN,] AND TAKETH AWAY THEIR PAINS. {38:8} OF SUCH DOTH THE APOTHECARY, MAKE A CONFECTION; AND OF HIS WORKS THERE IS NO END; AND FROM HIM IS PEACE OVER ALL THE EARTH, {38:9} MY SON, IN THY SICKNESS BE NOT NEGLIGENT: BUT PRAY UNTO THE LORD, AND HE WILL MAKE THEE WHOLE. {38:10} LEAVE OFF FROM SIN, AND ORDER THINE HANDS ARIGHT, AND CLEANSE THY HEART FROM ALL WICKEDNESS. {38:11} GIVE A SWEET SAVOUR, AND A MEMORIAL OF FINE FLOUR; AND MAKE A FAT OFFERING, AS NOT BEING. {38:12} THEN GIVE PLACE TO THE PHYSICIAN, FOR THE LORD HATH CREATED HIM: LET HIM NOT GO FROM THEE, FOR THOU HAST NEED OF HIM. {38:13} THERE IS A TIME WHEN IN THEIR HANDS THERE IS GOOD SUCCESS. {38:14} FOR THEY SHALL ALSO PRAY UNTO THE LORD, THAT HE WOULD PROSPER THAT, WHICH THEY GIVE FOR EASE AND REMEDY TO PROLONG LIFE. {38:15} HE THAT SINNETH BEFORE HIS [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], LET HIM FALL INTO THE HAND OF THE PHYSICIAN. {38:16} MY SON, LET TEARS FALL DOWN OVER THE DEAD, AND BEGIN TO LAMENT, AS IF THOU HADST SUFFERED GREAT HARM THYSELF; AND THEN COVER HIS BODY ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM, AND NEGLECT NOT HIS BURIAL. {38:17} WEEP BITTERLY, AND MAKE GREAT MOAN, AND USE LAMENTATION, AS HE IS WORTHY, AND THAT A DAY OR TWO, LEST THOU BE EVIL SPOKEN OF: AND THEN COMFORT THYSELF FOR THY HEAVINESS. {38:18} FOR OF HEAVINESS COMETH DEATH, AND THE HEAVINESS OF THE HEART BREAKETH STRENGTH. {38:19} IN AFFLICTION ALSO SORROW REMAINETH: AND THE LIFE OF THE POOR IS THE CURSE OF THE HEART. {38:20} TAKE NO HEAVINESS TO HEART: DRIVE IT AWAY, AND MEMBER THE LAST END. {38:21} FORGET IT NOT, FOR THERE IS NO TURNING AGAIN: THOU SHALT NOT DO HIM GOOD, BUT HURT THYSELF. {38:22} REMEMBER MY JUDGMENT: FOR THINE ALSO SHALL BE SO; YESTERDAY FOR ME, AND TO DAY FOR THEE. {38:23} WHEN THE DEAD IS AT REST, LET HIS REMEMBRANCE REST; AND BE COMFORTED FOR HIM, WHEN HIS SPIRIT IS DEPARTED FROM HIM. {38:24} THE WISDOM OF A LEARNED MAN COMETH BY OPPORTUNITY OF LEISURE: AND HE THAT HATH LITTLE BUSINESS SHALL BECOME WISE. {38:25} HOW CAN HE GET WISDOM THAT HOLDETH THE PLOUGH, AND THAT GLORIETH IN THE GOAD, THAT DRIVETH OXEN, AND IS OCCUPIED IN THEIR LABOURS, AND WHOSE TALK IS OF BULLOCKS? {38:26} HE GIVETH HIS MIND TO MAKE FURROWS; AND IS DILIGENT TO GIVE THE KINE FODDER. {38:27} SO EVERY CARPENTER AND WORKMASTER, THAT LABOURETH NIGHT AND DAY: AND THEY THAT CUT AND GRAVE SEALS, AND ARE DILIGENT TO MAKE GREAT VARIETY, AND GIVE THEMSELVES TO COUNTERFEIT IMAGERY, AND WATCH TO FINISH A WORK: {38:28} THE SMITH ALSO SITTING BY THE ANVIL, AND CONSIDERING THE IRON WORK, THE VAPOUR OF THE FIRE WASTETH HIS FLESH, AND HE FIGHTETH WITH THE HEAT OF THE FURNACE: THE NOISE OF THE HAMMER AND THE ANVIL IS EVER IN HIS EARS, AND HIS EYES LOOK STILL UPON THE PATTERN OF THE THING THAT HE MAKETH; HE SETTETH HIS MIND TO FINISH HIS WORK, AND WATCHETH TO POLISH IT PERFECTLY: {38:29} SO DOTH THE POTTER SITTING AT HIS WORK, AND TURNING THE WHEEL ABOUT WITH HIS FEET, WHO IS ALWAY CAREFULLY SET AT HIS WORK, AND MAKETH ALL HIS WORK BY NUMBER; {38:30} HE FASHIONETH THE CLAY WITH HIS ARM, AND BOWETH DOWN HIS STRENGTH BEFORE HIS FEET; HE APPLIETH HIMSELF TO LEAD IT OVER; AND HE IS DILIGENT TO MAKE CLEAN THE FURNACE: {38:31} ALL THESE TRUST TO THEIR HANDS: AND EVERY ONE IS WISE IN HIS WORK. {38:32} WITHOUT THESE CANNOT A CITY BE INHABITED: AND THEY SHALL NOT DWELL WHERE THEY WILL, NOR GO UP AND DOWN: {38:33} THEY SHALL NOT BE SOUGHT FOR IN PUBLICK COUNSEL, NOR SIT HIGH IN THE CONGREGATION: THEY SHALL NOT SIT ON THE JUDGES’ SEAT, NOR UNDERSTAND THE SENTENCE OF JUDGMENT: THEY CANNOT DECLARE JUSTICE AND JUDGMENT; AND THEY SHALL NOT BE FOUND WHERE PARABLES ARE SPOKEN. {38:34} BUT THEY WILL MAINTAIN THE STATE OF THE WORLD, AND [ALL] THEIR DESIRE IS IN THE WORK OF THEIR CRAFT. 
{39:1} BUT HE THAT GIVETH HIS MIND TO THE LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND IS OCCUPIED IN THE MEDITATION THEREOF, WILL SEEK OUT THE WISDOM OF ALL THE ANCIENT, AND BE OCCUPIED IN PROPHECIES. {39:2} HE WILL KEEP THE SAYINGS OF THE RENOWNED MEN: AND WHERE SUBTIL PARABLES ARE, HE WILL BE THERE ALSO. {39:3} HE WILL SEEK OUT THE SECRETS OF GRAVE SENTENCES, AND BE CONVERSANT IN DARK PARABLES. {39:4} HE SHALL SERVE AMONG GREAT MEN, AND APPEAR BEFORE PRINCES: HE WILL TRAVEL THROUGH STRANGE COUNTRIES; FOR HE HATH TRIED THE GOOD AND THE EVIL AMONG MEN. {39:5} HE WILL GIVE HIS HEART TO RESORT EARLY TO THE LORD THAT MADE HIM, AND WILL PRAY BEFORE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND WILL OPEN HIS MOUTH IN PRAYER, AND MAKE SUPPLICATION FOR HIS SINS. {39:6} WHEN THE GREAT LORD WILL, HE SHALL BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT OF UNDERSTANDING: HE SHALL POUR OUT WISE SENTENCES, AND GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD IN HIS PRAYER. {39:7} HE SHALL DIRECT HIS COUNSEL AND KNOWLEDGE, AND IN HIS SECRETS SHALL HE MEDITATE. {39:8} HE SHALL SHEW FORTH THAT WHICH HE HATH LEARNED, AND SHALL GLORY IN THE LAW OF THE COVENANT OF THE LORD. {39:9} MANY SHALL COMMEND HIS UNDERSTANDING; AND SO LONG AS THE WORLD ENDURETH, IT SHALL NOT BE BLOTTED OUT; HIS MEMORIAL SHALL NOT DEPART AWAY, AND HIS NAME SHALL LIVE FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION. {39:10} NATIONS SHALL SHEW FORTH HIS WISDOM, AND THE CONGREGATION SHALL DECLARE HIS PRAISE. {39:11} IF HE, DIE, HE SHALL LEAVE A GREATER NAME THAN A THOUSAND: AND IF HE, LIVE, HE SHALL INCREASE IT. {39:12} YET HAVE I MORE TO SAY, WHICH I HAVE THOUGHT UPON; FOR I AM FILLED AS THE MOON AT THE FULL. {39:13} HEARKEN UNTO ME, YE HOLY CHILDREN, AND BUD FORTH AS A ROSE GROWING BY THE BROOK OF THE FIELD: {39:14} AND GIVE YE A SWEET SAVOUR AS FRANKINCENSE, AND FLOURISH AS A LILY, SEND FORTH A SMELL, AND SING A SONG OF PRAISE, BLESS THE LORD IN ALL HIS WORKS. {39:15} MAGNIFY HIS NAME, AND SHEW FORTH HIS PRAISE WITH THE SONGS OF YOUR LIPS, AND WITH HARPS, AND IN PRAISING HIM YE SHALL SAY AFTER THIS MANNER: {39:16} ALL THE WORKS OF THE LORD ARE EXCEEDING GOOD, AND WHATSOEVER HE COMMANDETH SHALL BE ACCOMPLISHED IN DUE SEASON. {39:17} AND NONE MAY SAY, WHAT IS THIS? WHEREFORE IS THAT? FOR AT TIME CONVENIENT THEY SHALL ALL BE SOUGHT OUT: AT HIS COMMANDMENT THE WATERS STOOD AS A HEAP, AND AT THE WORDS OF HIS MOUTH THE RECEPTACLES OF WATERS. {39:18} AT HIS COMMANDMENT IS DONE WHATSOEVER PLEASETH HIM; AND NONE CAN HINDER, WHEN HE WILL SAVE. {39:19} THE WORKS OF ALL FLESH ARE BEFORE HIM, AND NOTHING CAN BE, HID FROM HIS EYES [HEBREWS 4:12-13]. {39:20} HE SEETH FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING; AND THERE IS NOTHING WONDERFUL BEFORE HIM. {39:21} A MAN NEED NOT TO SAY, WHAT IS THIS? WHEREFORE IS THAT? FOR HE HATH MADE ALL THINGS FOR THEIR USES. {39:22} HIS BLESSING COVERED THE DRY LAND AS A RIVER, AND WATERED IT AS A FLOOD. {39:23} AS HE HATH TURNED THE WATERS INTO SALTNESS: SO, SHALL THE HEATHEN INHERIT HIS WRATH. {39:24} AS HIS WAYS ARE PLAIN UNTO THE HOLY; SO ARE THEY STUMBLINGBLOCKS UNTO THE WICKED. {39:25} FOR THE GOOD ARE GOOD THINGS CREATED FROM THE BEGINNING: SO EVIL THINGS FOR SINNERS. {39:26} THE PRINCIPAL THINGS FOR THE WHOLE USE OF MAN’S LIFE ARE WATER, FIRE, IRON, AND SALT, FLOUR OF WHEAT, HONEY, MILK, AND THE BLOOD OF THE GRAPE, AND OIL, AND CLOTHING. {39:27} ALL THESE THINGS ARE FOR GOOD TO THE GODLY: SO, TO THE SINNERS THEY ARE TURNED INTO EVIL. {39:28} THERE BE SPIRITS THAT ARE CREATED FOR VENGEANCE, WHICH IN THEIR FURY LAY ON SORE STROKES; IN THE TIME OF DESTRUCTION THEY POUR OUT THEIR FORCE, AND APPEASE THE WRATH OF HIM THAT MADE THEM. {39:29} FIRE, AND HAIL, AND FAMINE, AND DEATH, ALL THESE WERE CREATED FOR VENGEANCE; {39:30} TEETH OF WILD BEASTS, AND SCORPIONS, SERPENTS, AND THE SWORD PUNISHING THE WICKED TO DESTRUCTION. {39:31} THEY SHALL REJOICE IN HIS COMMANDMENT, AND THEY SHALL BE READY UPON EARTH, WHEN NEED IS; AND WHEN THEIR TIME IS COME, THEY SHALL NOT TRANSGRESS HIS WORD. {39:32} THEREFORE FROM THE BEGINNING I WAS RESOLVED, AND THOUGHT UPON THESE THINGS, AND HAVE LEFT THEM IN WRITING. {39:33} ALL THE WORKS OF THE LORD ARE GOOD: AND HE WILL GIVE EVERY NEEDFUL THING IN DUE SEASON. {39:34} SO THAT A MAN CANNOT SAY, THIS IS WORSE THAN THAT: FOR IN TIME THEY SHALL ALL BE WELL APPROVED. {39:35} AND THEREFORE PRAISE YE THE LORD WITH THE WHOLE HEART AND MOUTH, AND BLESS THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD. 
{40:1} GREAT TRAVAIL IS CREATED FOR EVERY MAN, AND A HEAVY YOKE IS UPON THE SONS OF ADAM, FROM THE DAY THAT THEY GO OUT OF THEIR MOTHER’S WOMB, TILL THE DAY THAT THEY RETURN TO THE MOTHER OF ALL THINGS. {40:2} THEIR IMAGINATION OF THINGS TO COME, AND THE DAY OF DEATH, [TROUBLE] THEIR THOUGHTS, AND [CAUSE] FEAR OF HEART; {40:3} FROM HIM THAT SITTETH ON A THRONE OF GLORY, UNTO HIM THAT IS HUMBLED IN EARTH AND ASHES; {40:4} FROM HIM THAT WEARETH PURPLE AND A CROWN, UNTO HIM THAT IS CLOTHED WITH A LINEN FROCK. {40:5} WRATH, AND ENVY, TROUBLE, AND UNQUIETNESS, FEAR OF DEATH, AND ANGER, AND STRIFE, AND IN THE TIME OF REST UPON HIS BED HIS NIGHT SLEEP, DO CHANGE HIS KNOWLEDGE. {40:6} A LITTLE OR NOTHING IS HIS REST, AND AFTERWARD HE IS IN HIS SLEEP, AS IN A DAY OF KEEPING WATCH, TROUBLED IN THE VISION OF HIS HEART, AS IF HE WERE ESCAPED OUT OF A BATTLE. {40:7} WHEN ALL IS SAFE, HE AWAKETH, AND MARVELLETH THAT THE FEAR WAS NOTHING. {40:8} [SUCH THINGS HAPPEN] UNTO ALL FLESH, BOTH MAN AND BEAST, AND THAT IS SEVENFOLD MORE UPON SINNERS. {40:9} DEATH, AND BLOODSHED, STRIFE, AND SWORD, CALAMITIES, FAMINE, TRIBULATION, AND THE SCOURGE; {40:10} THESE THINGS ARE CREATED FOR THE WICKED, AND FOR THEIR SAKES CAME THE FLOOD. {40:11} ALL THINGS THAT ARE OF THE EARTH SHALL TURN TO THE EARTH AGAIN: AND THAT WHICH IS OF THE WATERS DOTH RETURN INTO THE SEA. {40:12} ALL BRIBERY AND INJUSTICE SHALL BE BLOTTED OUT: BUT TRUE DEALING SHALL ENDURE FOR EVER. {40:13} THE GOODS OF THE UNJUST SHALL BE DRIED UP LIKE A RIVER, AND SHALL VANISH WITH NOISE, LIKE A GREAT THUNDER IN RAIN. {40:14} WHILE HE OPENETH HIS HAND HE SHALL REJOICE: SO, SHALL TRANSGRESSORS COME TO NOUGHT. {40:15} THE CHILDREN OF THE UNGODLY SHALL NOT BRING FORTH MANY BRANCHES: BUT ARE AS UNCLEAN ROOTS UPON A HARD ROCK. {40:16} THE WEED GROWING UPON EVERY WATER AND BANK OF A RIVER SHALL BE PULLED UP BEFORE ALL GRASS. {40:17} BOUNTIFULNESS IS AS A MOST FRUITFUL GARDEN, AND MERCIFULNESS ENDURETH FOR EVER. {40:18} TO LABOUR, AND TO BE CONTENT WITH THAT A MAN HATH, IS A SWEET LIFE: BUT HE THAT FINDETH A TREASURE IS ABOVE THEM BOTH. {40:19} CHILDREN AND THE BUILDING OF A CITY CONTINUE A MAN’S NAME: BUT A BLAMELESS WIFE IS COUNTED ABOVE THEM BOTH. {40:20} WINE AND MUSICK REJOICE THE HEART: BUT THE LOVE OF WISDOM IS ABOVE THEM BOTH. {40:21} THE PIPE AND THE PSALTERY MAKE SWEET MELODY: BUT A PLEASANT TONGUE IS ABOVE THEM BOTH. {40:22} THINE EYE DESIRETH FAVOUR AND BEAUTY: BUT MORE THAN BOTH CORN WHILE IT IS GREEN. {40:23} A FRIEND AND COMPANION NEVER MEET AMISS: BUT ABOVE BOTH IS A WIFE WITH HER HUSBAND. {40:24} BRETHREN AND HELP ARE AGAINST TIME OF TROUBLE: BUT ALMS SHALL DELIVER MORE THAN THEM BOTH. {40:25} GOLD AND SILVER MAKE THE FOOT STAND SURE: BUT COUNSEL IS ESTEEMED ABOVE THEM BOTH. {40:26} RICHES AND STRENGTH LIFT UP THE HEART: BUT THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS ABOVE THEM BOTH: THERE IS NO WANT IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD, AND IT NEEDETH NOT TO SEEK HELP. {40:27} THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS A FRUITFUL GARDEN, AND COVERETH HIM ABOVE ALL GLORY. {40:28} MY SON, LEAD NOT A BEGGAR’S LIFE; FOR BETTER IT IS TO DIE THAN TO BEG. {40:29} THE LIFE OF HIM THAT DEPENDETH ON ANOTHER MAN’S TABLE IS NOT TO BE COUNTED FOR A LIFE; FOR HE POLLUTETH HIMSELF WITH OTHER MEN’S MEAT: BUT A WISE MAN WELL NURTURED WILL BEWARE THEREOF. {40:30} BEGGING IS SWEET IN THE MOUTH OF THE SHAMELESS: BUT IN HIS BELLY THERE SHALL BURN A FIRE. 
{41:1} O DEATH, HOW BITTER IS THE REMEMBRANCE OF THEE TO A MAN THAT LIVETH AT REST IN HIS POSSESSIONS, UNTO THE MAN THAT HATH NOTHING TO VEX HIM, AND THAT HATH PROSPERITY IN ALL THINGS: YEA, UNTO HIM THAT IS YET ABLE TO RECEIVE MEAT! {41:2} O DEATH, ACCEPTABLE IS THY SENTENCE UNTO THE NEEDY, AND UNTO HIM WHOSE STRENGTH FAILETH, THAT IS NOW IN THE LAST AGE, AND IS VEXED WITH ALL THINGS, AND TO HIM THAT DESPAIRETH, AND HATH LOST PATIENCE! {41:3} FEAR NOT THE SENTENCE OF DEATH, REMEMBER THEM THAT HAVE BEEN BEFORE THEE, AND THAT COME AFTER; FOR THIS IS THE SENTENCE OF THE LORD OVER ALL FLESH. {41:4} AND WHY ART THOU AGAINST THE PLEASURE OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]? THERE IS NO INQUISITION IN THE GRAVE, WHETHER THOU HAVE LIVED TEN, OR A HUNDRED, OR A THOUSAND YEARS. {41:5} THE CHILDREN OF SINNERS ARE ABOMINABLE CHILDREN, AND THEY THAT ARE CONVERSANT IN THE DWELLING OF THE UNGODLY. {41:6} THE INHERITANCE OF SINNERS’ CHILDREN SHALL PERISH, AND THEIR POSTERITY SHALL HAVE A PERPETUAL REPROACH. {41:7} THE CHILDREN WILL COMPLAIN OF AN UNGODLY FATHER, BECAUSE THEY SHALL BE REPROACHED FOR HIS SAKE. {41:8} WOE BE UNTO YOU, UNGODLY MEN, WHICH HAVE FORSAKEN THE LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH]! FOR IF YE INCREASE, IT SHALL BE TO YOUR DESTRUCTION: {41:9} AND IF YE BE BORN, YE SHALL BE BORN TO A CURSE: AND IF YE DIE, A CURSE SHALL BE YOUR PORTION. {41:10} ALL THAT ARE OF THE EARTH SHALL TURN TO EARTH AGAIN: SO, THE UNGODLY SHALL GO FROM A CURSE TO DESTRUCTION. {41:11} THE MOURNING OF MEN IS ABOUT THEIR BODIES: BUT AN ILL NAME OF SINNERS SHALL BE BLOTTED OUT. {41:12} HAVE REGARD TO THY NAME; FOR THAT SHALL CONTINUE WITH THEE ABOVE A THOUSAND GREAT TREASURES OF GOLD. {41:13} A GOOD LIFE HATH BUT FEW DAYS: BUT A GOOD NAME ENDURETH FOR EVER. {41:14} MY CHILDREN, KEEP DISCIPLINE IN PEACE: FOR WISDOM THAT IS HID, AND A TREASURE THAT IS NOT SEEN, WHAT PROFIT IS IN THEM BOTH? {41:15} A MAN THAT HIDETH HIS FOOLISHNESS IS BETTER THAN A MAN THAT HIDETH HIS WISDOM. {41:16} THEREFORE BE SHAMEFACED ACCORDING TO MY WORD: FOR IT IS NOT GOOD TO RETAIN ALL SHAMEFACEDNESS; NEITHER IS IT ALTOGETHER APPROVED IN EVERY THING. {41:17} BE ASHAMED OF WHOREDOM BEFORE FATHER AND MOTHER: AND OF A LIE BEFORE A PRINCE AND A MIGHTY MAN; {41:18} OF AN OFFENCE BEFORE A JUDGE AND RULER; OF INIQUITY BEFORE A CONGREGATION AND PEOPLE; OF UNJUST DEALING BEFORE THY PARTNER AND FRIEND; {41:19} AND OF THEFT IN REGARD OF THE PLACE WHERE THOU SOJOURNEST, AND IN REGARD OF THE TRUTH OF GOD AND HIS COVENANT; AND TO LEAN WITH THINE ELBOW UPON THE MEAT; AND OF SCORNING TO GIVE AND TAKE; {41:20} AND OF SILENCE BEFORE THEM THAT SALUTE THEE; AND TO LOOK UPON AN HARLOT; {41:21} AND TO TURN AWAY THY FACE FROM THY KINSMAN; OR TO TAKE AWAY A PORTION OR A GIFT; OR TO GAZE UPON ANOTHER MAN’S WIFE. {41:22} OR TO BE OVERBUSY WITH HIS MAID, AND COME NOT NEAR HER BED; OR OF UPBRAIDING SPEECHES BEFORE FRIENDS; AND AFTER THOU HAST GIVEN, UPBRAID NOT; {41:23} OR OF ITERATING AND SPEAKING AGAIN THAT WHICH THOU HAST HEARD; AND OF REVEALING OF SECRETS. {41:24} SO SHALT THOU BE TRULY SHAMEFACED AND FIND FAVOUR BEFORE ALL MEN. 
{42:1} OF THESE THINGS BE NOT THOU ASHAMED, AND ACCEPT NO PERSON TO SIN THEREBY: {42:2} OF THE LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND HIS COVENANT; AND OF JUDGMENT TO JUSTIFY THE UNGODLY; {42:3} OF RECKONING WITH THY PARTNERS AND TRAVELLERS; OR OF THE GIFT OF THE HERITAGE OF FRIENDS; {42:4} OF EXACTNESS OF BALANCE AND WEIGHTS; OR OF GETTING MUCH OR LITTLE; {42:5} AND OF MERCHANTS’ INDIFFERENT SELLING; OF MUCH CORRECTION OF CHILDREN; AND TO MAKE THE SIDE OF AN EVIL SERVANT TO BLEED. {42:6} SURE KEEPING IS GOOD, WHERE AN EVIL WIFE IS; AND SHUT UP, WHERE MANY HANDS ARE. {42:7} DELIVER ALL THINGS IN NUMBER AND WEIGHT; AND PUT ALL IN WRITING THAT THOU GIVEST OUT, OR RECEIVEST IN. {42:8} BE NOT ASHAMED TO INFORM THE UNWISE AND FOOLISH, AND THE EXTREME AGED THAT CONTENDETH WITH THOSE THAT ARE YOUNG: THUS, SHALT THOU BE TRULY LEARNED, AND APPROVED OF ALL MEN LIVING. {42:9} THE FATHER WAKETH FOR THE DAUGHTER, WHEN NO MAN KNOWETH; AND THE CARE FOR HER TAKETH AWAY SLEEP: WHEN SHE IS YOUNG, LEST SHE PASS AWAY THE FLOWER OF HER AGE; AND BEING MARRIED, LEST SHE SHOULD BE HATED: {42:10} IN HER VIRGINITY, LEST SHE SHOULD BE DEFILED AND GOTTEN WITH CHILD IN HER FATHER’S HOUSE; AND HAVING A HUSBAND, LEST SHE SHOULD MISBEHAVE HERSELF; AND WHEN SHE IS MARRIED, LEST SHE SHOULD BE BARREN. {42:11} KEEP A SURE WATCH OVER A SHAMELESS DAUGHTER, LEST SHE MAKE THEE A LAUGHINGSTOCK TO THINE ENEMIES, AND A BYWORD IN THE CITY, AND A REPROACH AMONG THE PEOPLE, AND MAKE THEE ASHAMED BEFORE THE MULTITUDE. {42:12} BEHOLD NOT EVERY BODY’S BEAUTY, AND SIT NOT IN THE MIDST OF WOMEN. {42:13} FOR FROM GARMENTS COMETH A MOTH, AND FROM WOMEN WICKEDNESS. {42:14} BETTER IS THE CHURLISHNESS OF A MAN THAN A COURTEOUS WOMAN, A WOMAN, I SAY, WHICH BRINGETH SHAME AND REPROACH. {42:15} I WILL NOW REMEMBER THE WORKS OF THE LORD, AND DECLARE THE THINGS THAT I HAVE SEEN: IN THE WORDS OF THE LORD ARE HIS WORKS. {42:16} THE SUN THAT GIVETH LIGHT LOOKETH UPON ALL THINGS, AND THE WORK THEREOF IS FULL OF THE GLORY OF THE LORD. {42:17} THE LORD HATH NOT GIVEN POWER TO THE SAINTS TO DECLARE ALL HIS MARVELLOUS WORKS, WHICH THE ALMIGHTY LORD FIRMLY SETTLED, THAT WHATSOEVER IS MIGHT BE ESTABLISHED FOR HIS GLORY. {42:18} HE SEEKETH OUT THE DEEP, AND THE HEART, AND CONSIDERETH THEIR CRAFTY DEVICES: FOR THE LORD KNOWETH ALL THAT MAY BE KNOWN, AND HE BEHOLDETH THE SIGNS OF THE WORLD. {42:19} HE DECLARETH THE THINGS THAT ARE PAST, AND FOR TO COME, AND REVEALETH THE STEPS OF HIDDEN THINGS. {42:20} NO THOUGHT ESCAPETH HIM, NEITHER ANY WORD IS HIDDEN FROM HIM. {42:21} HE HATH GARNISHED THE EXCELLENT WORKS OF HIS WISDOM, AND HE IS FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING: UNTO HIM MAY NOTHING BE ADDED, NEITHER CAN HE BE DIMINISHED, AND HE HATH NO NEED OF ANY COUNSELLOR. {42:22} OH HOW DESIRABLE ARE ALL HIS WORKS! AND THAT A MAN MAY SEE EVEN TO A SPARK. {42:23} ALL THESE THINGS LIVE AND REMAIN FOR EVER FOR ALL USES, AND THEY ARE ALL OBEDIENT. {42:24} ALL THINGS ARE DOUBLE ONE AGAINST ANOTHER: AND HE HATH MADE NOTHING IMPERFECT. {42:25} ONE THING ESTABLISHETH THE GOOD OR ANOTHER: AND WHO SHALL BE FILLED WITH BEHOLDING HIS GLORY? 
{43:1} THE PRIDE OF THE HEIGHT, THE CLEAR FIRMAMENT, THE BEAUTY OF HEAVEN, WITH HIS GLORIOUS SHEW; {43:2} THE SUN WHEN IT APPEARETH, DECLARING AT HIS RISING A MARVELLOUS INSTRUMENT, THE WORK OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]: {43:3} AT NOON IT PARCHETH THE COUNTRY, AND WHO CAN ABIDE THE BURNING HEAT THEREOF? {43:4} A MAN BLOWING A FURNACE IS IN WORKS OF HEAT, BUT THE SUN BURNETH THE MOUNTAINS THREE TIMES MORE; BREATHING OUT FIERY VAPOURS, AND SENDING FORTH BRIGHT BEAMS, IT DIMMETH THE EYES. {43:5} GREAT IS THE LORD THAT MADE IT; AND AT HIS COMMANDMENT RUNNETH HASTILY. {43:6} HE MADE THE MOON ALSO TO SERVE IN HER SEASON FOR A DECLARATION OF TIMES, AND A SIGN OF THE WORLD. {43:7} FROM THE MOON IS THE SIGN OF FEASTS, A LIGHT THAT DECREASETH IN HER PERFECTION. {43:8} THE MONTH IS CALLED AFTER HER NAME, INCREASING WONDERFULLY IN HER CHANGING, BEING AN INSTRUMENT OF THE ARMIES ABOVE, SHINING IN THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN; {43:9} THE BEAUTY OF HEAVEN, THE GLORY OF THE STARS, AN ORNAMENT GIVING LIGHT IN THE HIGHEST PLACES OF THE LORD. {43:10} AT THE COMMANDMENT OF THE HOLY ONE THEY WILL STAND IN THEIR ORDER, AND NEVER FAINT IN THEIR WATCHES. {43:11} LOOK UPON THE RAINBOW, AND PRAISE HIM THAT MADE IT; VERY BEAUTIFUL IT IS IN THE BRIGHTNESS THEREOF. {43:12} IT COMPASSETH THE HEAVEN ABOUT WITH A GLORIOUS CIRCLE, AND THE HANDS OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] HAVE BENDED IT. {43:13} BY HIS COMMANDMENT HE MAKETH THE SNOW TO FALL APLACE, AND SENDETH SWIFTLY THE LIGHTNINGS OF HIS JUDGMENT. {43:14} THROUGH THIS THE TREASURES ARE OPENED: AND CLOUDS FLY FORTH AS FOWLS. {43:15} BY HIS GREAT POWER HE MAKETH THE CLOUDS FIRM, AND THE HAILSTONES ARE BROKEN SMALL. {43:16} AT HIS SIGHT THE MOUNTAINS ARE SHAKEN, AND AT HIS WILL THE SOUTH WIND BLOWETH. {43:17} THE NOISE OF THE THUNDER MAKETH THE EARTH TO TREMBLE: SO DOTH THE NORTHERN STORM AND THE WHIRLWIND: AS BIRDS FLYING, HE SCATTERETH THE SNOW, AND THE FALLING DOWN THEREOF IS AS THE LIGHTING OF GRASSHOPPERS: {43:18} THE EYE MARVELLETH AT THE BEAUTY OF THE WHITENESS THEREOF, AND THE HEART IS ASTONISHED AT THE RAINING OF IT. {43:19} THE HOARFROST ALSO AS SALT HE POURETH ON THE EARTH, AND BEING CONGEALED, IT LIETH ON THE TOP OF SHARP STAKES. {43:20} WHEN THE COLD NORTH WIND BLOWETH, AND THE WATER IS CONGEALED INTO ICE, IT ABIDETH UPON EVERY GATHERING TOGETHER OF WATER, AND CLOTHETH THE WATER AS WITH A BREASTPLATE. {43:21} IT DEVOURETH THE MOUNTAINS, AND BURNETH THE WILDERNESS, AND CONSUMETH THE GRASS AS FIRE. {43:22} A PRESENT REMEDY OF ALL IS A MIST COMING SPEEDILY, A DEW COMING AFTER HEAT REFRESHETH. {43:23} BY HIS COUNSEL HE APPEASETH THE DEEP, AND PLANTETH ISLANDS THEREIN. {43:24} THEY THAT SAIL ON THE SEA TELL OF THE DANGER THEREOF; AND WHEN WE HEAR IT WITH OUR EARS, WE MARVEL THEREAT. {43:25} FOR THEREIN BE STRANGE AND WONDROUS WORKS, VARIETY OF ALL KINDS OF BEASTS AND WHALES CREATED. {43:26} BY HIM THE END OF THEM HATH PROSPEROUS SUCCESS, AND BY HIS WORD ALL THINGS CONSIST. {43:27} WE MAY SPEAK MUCH, AND YET COME SHORT: WHEREFORE IN SUM, HE IS ALL. {43:28} HOW SHALL WE BE ABLE TO MAGNIFY HIM? FOR HE IS GREAT ABOVE ALL HIS WORKS. {43:29} THE LORD IS TERRIBLE AND VERY GREAT, AND MARVELLOUS IS HIS POWER. {43:30} WHEN YE GLORIFY THE LORD, EXALT HIM AS MUCH AS YE CAN; FOR EVEN YET WILL HE FAR EXCEED: AND WHEN YE EXALT HIM, PUT FORTH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND BE NOT WEARY; FOR YE CAN NEVER GO FAR ENOUGH. {43:31} WHO HATH SEEN HIM, THAT HE MIGHT TELL US? AND WHO CAN MAGNIFY HIM AS HE IS? {43:32} THERE ARE YET HID GREATER THINGS THAN THESE BE, FOR WE HAVE SEEN BUT A FEW OF HIS WORKS. {43:33} FOR THE LORD HATH MADE ALL THINGS; AND TO THE GODLY HATH HE GIVEN WISDOM. 
{44:1} LET US NOW PRAISE FAMOUS MEN, AND OUR FATHERS THAT BEGAT US. {44:2} THE LORD HATH WROUGHT GREAT GLORY BY THEM THROUGH HIS GREAT POWER FROM THE BEGINNING. {44:3} SUCH AS DID BEAR RULE IN THEIR KINGDOMS, MEN RENOWNED FOR THEIR POWER, GIVING COUNSEL BY THEIR UNDERSTANDING, AND DECLARING PROPHECIES: {44:4} LEADERS OF THE PEOPLE BY THEIR COUNSELS, AND BY THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF LEARNING MEET FOR THE PEOPLE, WISE AND ELOQUENT ARE THEIR INSTRUCTIONS: {44:5} SUCH AS FOUND OUT MUSICAL TUNES, AND RECITED VERSES IN WRITING: {44:6} RICH MEN FURNISHED WITH ABILITY, LIVING PEACEABLY IN THEIR HABITATIONS: {44:7} ALL THESE WERE HONOURED IN THEIR GENERATIONS, AND WERE THE GLORY OF THEIR TIMES. {44:8} THERE BE OF THEM, THAT HAVE LEFT A NAME BEHIND THEM, THAT THEIR PRAISES MIGHT BE REPORTED. {44:9} AND SOME THERE BE, WHICH HAVE NO MEMORIAL; WHO ARE PERISHED, AS THOUGH THEY HAD NEVER BEEN; AND ARE BECOME AS THOUGH THEY HAD NEVER BEEN BORN; AND THEIR CHILDREN AFTER THEM. {44:10} BUT THESE WERE MERCIFUL MEN, WHOSE RIGHTEOUSNESS HATH NOT BEEN FORGOTTEN. {44:11} WITH THEIR SEED SHALL CONTINUALLY REMAIN A GOOD INHERITANCE, AND THEIR CHILDREN ARE WITHIN THE COVENANT. {44:12} THEIR SEED STANDETH FAST, AND THEIR CHILDREN FOR THEIR SAKES. {44:13} THEIR SEED SHALL REMAIN FOR EVER, AND THEIR GLORY SHALL NOT BE BLOTTED OUT. {44:14} THEIR BODIES ARE BURIED IN PEACE; BUT THEIR NAME LIVETH FOR EVERMORE. {44:15} THE PEOPLE WILL TELL OF THEIR WISDOM, AND THE CONGREGATION WILL SHEW FORTH THEIR PRAISE. {44:16} ENOCH PLEASED THE LORD, AND WAS TRANSLATED, BEING AN EXAMPLE OF REPENTANCE TO ALL GENERATIONS. {44:17} NOAH WAS FOUND PERFECT AND RIGHTEOUS; IN THE TIME OF WRATH HE WAS TAKEN IN EXCHANGE [FOR THE WORLD;] THEREFORE WAS HE LEFT AS A REMNANT UNTO THE EARTH, WHEN THE FLOOD CAME. {44:18} AN EVERLASTING COVENANT WAS MADE WITH HIM, THAT ALL FLESH SHOULD PERISH NO MORE BY THE FLOOD. {44:19} ABRAHAM WAS A GREAT FATHER OF MANY PEOPLE: IN GLORY WAS THERE NONE LIKE UNTO HIM; {44:20} WHO KEPT THE LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND WAS IN COVENANT WITH HIM: HE ESTABLISHED THE COVENANT IN HIS FLESH; AND WHEN HE WAS PROVED, HE WAS FOUND FAITHFUL. {44:21} THEREFORE HE ASSURED HIM BY AN OATH, THAT HE WOULD BLESS THE NATIONS IN HIS SEED, AND THAT HE WOULD MULTIPLY HIM AS THE DUST OF THE EARTH, AND EXALT HIS SEED AS THE STARS, AND CAUSE THEM TO INHERIT FROM SEA TO SEA, AND FROM THE RIVER UNTO THE UTMOST PART OF THE LAND. {44:22} WITH ISAAC DID HE ESTABLISH LIKEWISE [FOR ABRAHAM HIS FATHER’S SAKE] THE BLESSING OF ALL MEN, AND THE COVENANT, AND MADE IT REST UPON THE HEAD OF JACOB. HE ACKNOWLEDGED HIM IN HIS BLESSING, AND GAVE HIM A HERITAGE, AND DIVIDED HIS PORTIONS; AMONG THE TWELVE TRIBES DID HE PART THEM. 
{45:1} AND HE BROUGHT OUT OF HIM A MERCIFUL MAN, WHICH FOUND FAVOUR IN THE SIGHT OF ALL FLESH, EVEN MOSES, BELOVED OF GOD AND MEN, WHOSE MEMORIAL IS BLESSED. {45:2} HE MADE HIM LIKE TO THE GLORIOUS SAINTS, AND MAGNIFIED HIM, SO THAT HIS ENEMIES STOOD IN FEAR OF HIM. {45:3} BY HIS WORDS HE CAUSED THE WONDERS TO CEASE, AND HE MADE HIM GLORIOUS IN THE SIGHT OF KINGS, AND GAVE HIM A COMMANDMENT FOR HIS PEOPLE, AND SHEWED HIM PART OF HIS GLORY. {45:4} HE SANCTIFIED HIM IN HIS FAITHFULESS AND MEEKNESS, AND CHOSE HIM OUT OF ALL MEN. {45:5} HE MADE HIM TO HEAR HIS VOICE, AND BROUGHT HIM INTO THE DARK CLOUD, AND GAVE HIM COMMANDMENTS BEFORE HIS FACE, EVEN THE LAW OF LIFE AND KNOWLEDGE, THAT HE MIGHT TEACH JACOB HIS COVENANTS, AND ISRAEL HIS JUDGMENTS. {45:6} HE EXALTED AARON, AN HOLY MAN LIKE UNTO HIM, EVEN HIS BROTHER, OF THE TRIBE OF LEVI. {45:7} AN EVERLASTING COVENANT HE MADE WITH HIM AND GAVE HIM THE PRIESTHOOD AMONG THE PEOPLE; HE BEAUTIFIED HIM WITH COMELY ORNAMENTS, AND CLOTHED HIM WITH A ROBE OF GLORY. {45:8} HE PUT UPON HIM PERFECT GLORY; AND STRENGTHENED HIM WITH RICH GARMENTS, WITH BREECHES, WITH A LONG ROBE, AND THE EPHOD. {45:9} AND HE COMPASSED HIM WITH POMEGRANATES, AND WITH MANY GOLDEN BELLS ROUND ABOUT, THAT AS HE WENT THERE MIGHT BE A SOUND, AND A NOISE MADE THAT MIGHT BE HEARD IN THE TEMPLE, FOR A MEMORIAL TO THE CHILDREN OF HIS PEOPLE; {45:10} WITH A HOLY GARMENT, WITH GOLD, AND BLUE SILK, AND PURPLE, THE WORK OF THE EMBROIDERE, WITH A BREASTPLATE OF JUDGMENT, AND WITH URIM AND THUMMIM; {45:11} WITH TWISTED SCARLET, THE WORK OF THE CUNNING WORKMAN, WITH PRECIOUS STONES GRAVEN LIKE SEALS, AND SET IN GOLD, THE WORK OF THE JEWELLER, WITH A WRITING ENGRAVED FOR A MEMORIAL, AFTER THE NUMBER OF THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. {45:12} HE SET A CROWN OF GOLD UPON THE MITRE, WHEREIN WAS ENGRAVED HOLINESS, AN ORNAMENT OF HONOUR, A COSTLY WORK, THE DESIRES OF THE EYES, GOODLY AND BEAUTIFUL. {45:13} BEFORE HIM THERE WERE NONE SUCH, NEITHER DID EVER ANY STRANGER PUT THEM ON, BUT ONLY HIS CHILDREN AND HIS CHILDREN’S CHILDREN PERPETUALLY. {45:14} THEIR SACRIFICES SHALL BE WHOLLY CONSUMED EVERY DAY TWICE CONTINUALLY. {45:15} MOSES CONSECRATED HIM, AND ANOINTED HIM WITH HOLY OIL: THIS WAS APPOINTED UNTO HIM BY AN EVERLASTING COVENANT, AND TO HIS SEED, SO LONG AS THE HEAVENS SHOULD REMAIN, THAT THEY SHOULD MINISTER UNTO HIM, AND EXECUTE THE OFFICE OF THE PRIESTHOOD, AND BLESS THE PEOPLE IN HIS NAME. {45:16} HE CHOSE HIM OUT OF ALL MEN LIVING TO OFFER SACRIFICES TO THE LORD, INCENSE, AND A SWEET SAVOUR, FOR A MEMORIAL, TO MAKE RECONCILIATION FOR HIS PEOPLE. {45:17} HE GAVE UNTO HIM HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND AUTHORITY IN THE STATUTES OF JUDGMENTS, THAT HE SHOULD TEACH JACOB THE TESTIMONIES, AND INFORM ISRAEL IN HIS LAWS. {45:18} STRANGERS CONSPIRED TOGETHER AGAINST HIM, AND MALIGNED HIM IN THE WILDERNESS, EVEN THE MEN THAT WERE OF DATHAN’S AND ABIRON’S SIDE, AND THE CONGREGATION OF CORE, WITH FURY AND WRATH. {45:19} THIS THE LORD SAW, AND IT DISPLEASED HIM, AND IN HIS WRATHFUL INDIGNATION, WERE THEY CONSUMED: HE DID WONDERS UPON THEM, TO CONSUME THEM WITH THE FIERY FLAME. {45:20} BUT HE MADE AARON MORE HONOURABLE, AND GAVE HIM A HERITAGE, AND DIVIDED UNTO HIM THE FIRSTFRUITS OF THE INCREASE; ESPECIALLY HE PREPARED BREAD IN ABUNDANCE: {45:21} FOR THEY EAT OF THE SACRIFICES OF THE LORD, WHICH HE GAVE UNTO HIM AND HIS SEED. {45:22} HOWBEIT IN THE LAND OF THE PEOPLE HE HAD NO INHERITANCE, NEITHER HAD HE ANY PORTION AMONG THE PEOPLE: FOR THE LORD HIMSELF IS HIS PORTION AND INHERITANCE. {45:23} THE THIRD IN GLORY IS PHINEES THE SON OF ELEAZAR, BECAUSE HE HAD ZEAL IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD, AND STOOD UP WITH GOOD COURAGE OF HEART: WHEN THE PEOPLE WERE TURNED BACK, AND MADE RECONCILIATION FOR ISRAEL. {45:24} THEREFORE WAS THERE A COVENANT OF PEACE MADE WITH HIM, THAT HE SHOULD BE THE CHIEF OF THE SANCTUARY AND OF HIS PEOPLE, AND THAT HE AND HIS POSTERITY SHOULD HAVE THE DIGNITY OF THE PRIESTHOOD FOR EVER: {45:25} ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT MADE WITH DAVID SON OF JESSE, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDA, THAT THE INHERITANCE OF THE KING SHOULD BE TO HIS POSTERITY ALONE: SO THE INHERITANCE OF AARON SHOULD ALSO BE UNTO HIS SEED. {45:26} GOD GIVE YOU WISDOM IN YOUR HEART TO JUDGE HIS PEOPLE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT THEIR GOOD THINGS BE NOT ABOLISHED, AND THAT THEIR GLORY MAY ENDURE FOR EVER. 
{46:1} JESUS THE SON A NAVE WAS VALIANT IN THE WARS, AND WAS THE SUCCESSOR OF MOSES IN PROPHECIES, WHO ACCORDING TO HIS NAME WAS MADE GREAT FOR THE SAVING OF THE ELECT OF GOD, AND TAKING VENGEANCE OF THE ENEMIES THAT ROSE UP AGAINST THEM, THAT HE MIGHT SET ISRAEL IN THEIR INHERITANCE. {46:2} HOW GREAT GLORY GAT HE, WHEN HE DID LIFT UP HIS HANDS, AND STRETCHED OUT HIS SWORD AGAINST THE CITIES! {46:3} WHO BEFORE HIM SO STOOD TO IT? FOR THE LORD HIMSELF BROUGHT HIS ENEMIES UNTO HIM. {46:4} DID NOT THE SUN GO BACK BY HIS MEANS? AND WAS NOT ONE DAY AS LONG AS TWO? {46:5} HE CALLED UPON THE MOST-HIGH LORD [JEHOVAH], WHEN THE ENEMIES PRESSED UPON HIM ON EVERY SIDE; AND THE GREAT LORD HEARD HIM. {46:6} AND WITH HAILSTONES OF MIGHTY POWER HE MADE THE BATTLE TO FALL VIOLENTLY UPON THE NATIONS, AND IN THE DESCENT [OF BETH-HORON] HE DESTROYED THEM THAT RESISTED, THAT THE NATIONS MIGHT KNOW ALL THEIR STRENGTH, BECAUSE HE FOUGHT IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD, AND HE FOLLOWED THE MIGHTY ONE. {46:7} IN THE TIME OF MOSES ALSO HE DID A WORK OF MERCY, HE AND CALEB THE SON OF JEPHUNNE, IN THAT THEY WITHSTOOD THE CONGREGATION, AND WITHHELD THE PEOPLE FROM SIN, AND APPEASED THE WICKED MURMURING. {46:8} AND OF SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND PEOPLE ON FOOT, THEY TWO WERE PRESERVED TO BRING THEM IN TO THE HERITAGE, EVEN UNTO THE LAND THAT FLOWETH WITH MILK AND HONEY. {46:9} THE LORD GAVE STRENGTH ALSO UNTO CALEB, WHICH REMAINED WITH HIM UNTO HIS OLD AGE: SO THAT HE ENTERED UPON THE HIGH PLACES OF THE LAND, AND HIS SEED OBTAINED IT FOR A HERITAGE: {46:10} THAT ALL THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL MIGHT SEE THAT IT IS GOOD TO FOLLOW THE LORD. {46:11} AND CONCERNING THE JUDGES, EVERY ONE BY NAME, WHOSE HEART WENT NOT A WHORING, NOR DEPARTED FROM THE LORD, LET THEIR MEMORY BE BLESSED. {46:12} LET THEIR BONES FLOURISH OUT OF THEIR PLACE, AND LET THE NAME OF THEM THAT WERE HONOURED BE CONTINUED UPON THEIR CHILDREN. {46:13} SAMUEL, THE PROPHET OF THE LORD, BELOVED OF HIS LORD, ESTABLISHED A KINGDOM, AND ANOINTED PRINCES OVER HIS PEOPLE. {46:14} BY THE LAW OF THE LORD HE JUDGED THE CONGREGATION, AND THE LORD HAD RESPECT UNTO JACOB. {46:15} BY HIS FAITHFULNESS HE WAS FOUND A TRUE PROPHET, AND BY HIS WORD HE WAS KNOWN TO BE FAITHFUL IN VISION. {46:16} HE CALLED UPON THE MIGHTY LORD, WHEN HIS ENEMIES PRESSED UPON HIM ON EVERY SIDE, WHEN HE OFFERED THE SUCKING LAMB. {46:17} AND THE LORD THUNDERED FROM HEAVEN, AND WITH A GREAT NOISE MADE HIS VOICE TO BE HEARD. {46:18} AND HE DESTROYED THE RULERS OF THE TYRIANS, AND ALL THE PRINCES CF THE PHILISTINES. {46:19} AND BEFORE HIS LONG SLEEP HE MADE PROTESTATIONS IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD AND HIS ANOINTED, I HAVE NOT TAKEN ANY MAN’S GOODS, SO MUCH AS A SHOE: AND NO MAN DID ACCUSE HIM. {46:20} AND AFTER HIS DEATH HE PROPHESIED, AND SHEWED THE KING HIS END, AND LIFTED UP HIS VOICE FROM THE EARTH IN PROPHECY, TO BLOT OUT THE WICKEDNESS OF THE PEOPLE. 
{47:1} AND AFTER HIM ROSE UP NATHAN TO PROPHESY IN THE TIME OF DAVID. {47:2} AS IS THE FAT TAKEN AWAY FROM THE PEACE OFFERING, SO WAS DAVID CHOSEN OUT OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. {47:3} HE PLAYED WITH LIONS AS WITH KIDS, AND WITH BEARS AS WITH LAMBS. {47:4} SLEW HE NOT A GIANT, WHEN HE WAS YET BUT YOUNG? AND DID HE NOT TAKE AWAY REPROACH FROM THE PEOPLE, WHEN HE LIFTED UP HIS HAND WITH THE STONE IN THE SLING, AND BEAT DOWN THE BOASTING OF GOLIATH? {47:5} FOR HE CALLED UPON THE MOST-HIGH LORD [JEHOVAH], AND HE GAVE HIM STRENGTH IN HIS RIGHT HAND TO SLAY THAT MIGHTY WARRIOR, AND SET UP THE HORN OF HIS PEOPLE. {47:6} SO THE PEOPLE HONOURED HIM WITH TEN THOUSAND’S, AND PRAISED HIM IN THE BLESSINGS OF THE LORD, IN THAT HE GAVE HIM A CROWN OF GLORY. {47:7} FOR HE DESTROYED THE ENEMIES ON EVERY SIDE, AND BROUGHT TO NOUGHT THE PHILISTINES HIS ADVERSARIES, AND BRAKE THEIR HORN IN SUNDER UNTO THIS DAY. {47:8} IN ALL HIS WORKS HE PRAISED THE HOLY ONE MOST HIGH WITH WORDS OF GLORY; WITH HIS WHOLE HEART HE SUNG SONGS, AND LOVED HIM THAT MADE HIM. {47:9} HE SET SINGERS ALSO BEFORE THE ALTAR, THAT BY THEIR VOICES THEY MIGHT MAKE SWEET MELODY, AND DAILY SING PRAISES IN THEIR SONGS. {47:10} HE BEAUTIFIED THEIR FEASTS, AND SET IN ORDER THE SOLEMN TIMES UNTIL THE END, THAT THEY MIGHT PRAISE HIS HOLY NAME, AND THAT THE TEMPLE MIGHT SOUND FROM MORNING. {47:11} THE LORD TOOK AWAY HIS SINS, AND EXALTED HIS HORN FOR EVER: HE GAVE HIM A COVENANT OF KINGS, AND A THRONE OF GLORY IN ISRAEL. {47:12} AFTER HIM ROSE UP A WISE SON, AND FOR HIS SAKE HE DWELT AT LARGE. {47:13} SOLOMON REIGNED IN A PEACEABLE TIME, AND WAS HONOURED; FOR GOD MADE ALL QUIET ROUND ABOUT HIM, THAT HE MIGHT BUILD A HOUSE IN HIS NAME, AND PREPARE HIS SANCTUARY FOR EVER. {47:14} HOW WISE WAST THOU IN THY YOUTH AND, AS A FLOOD, FILLED WITH UNDERSTANDING! {47:15} THY SOUL COVERED THE WHOLE EARTH, AND THOU FILLEDST IT WITH DARK PARABLES. {47:16} THY NAME WENT FAR UNTO THE ISLANDS; AND FOR THY PEACE THOU WAST BELOVED. {47:17} THE COUNTRIES MARVELLED AT THEE FOR THY SONGS, AND PROVERBS, AND PARABLES, AND INTERPRETATIONS. {47:18} BY THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD GOD, WHICH IS CALLED THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, THOU DIDST GATHER GOLD AS TIN AND DIDST MULTIPLY SILVER AS LEAD. {47:19} THOU DIDST BOW THY LOINS UNTO WOMEN, AND BY THY BODY THOU WAST BROUGHT INTO SUBJECTION. {47:20} THOU DIDST STAIN THY HONOUR, AND POLLUTE THY SEED: SO THAT THOU BROUGHTEST WRATH UPON THY CHILDREN, AND WAST GRIEVED FOR THY FOLLY. {47:21} SO THE KINGDOM WAS DIVIDED, AND OUT OF EPHRAIM RULED A REBELLIOUS KINGDOM. {47:22} BUT THE LORD WILL NEVER LEAVE OFF HIS MERCY, NEITHER SHALL ANY OF HIS WORKS PERISH, NEITHER WILL HE ABOLISH THE POSTERITY OF HIS ELECT, AND THE SEED OF HIM THAT LOVETH HIM HE WILL NOT TAKE AWAY: WHEREFORE HE GAVE A REMNANT UNTO JACOB, AND OUT OF HIM A ROOT UNTO DAVID. {47:23} THUS RESTED SOLOMON WITH HIS FATHERS, AND OF HIS SEED HE LEFT BEHIND HIM ROBOAM, EVEN THE FOOLISHNESS OF THE PEOPLE, AND ONE THAT HAD NO UNDERSTANDING, WHO TURNED AWAY THE PEOPLE THROUGH HIS COUNSEL. THERE WAS ALSO JEROBOAM THE SON OF NEBAT, WHO CAUSED ISRAEL TO SIN, AND SHEWED EPHRAIM THE WAY OF SIN: {47:24} AND THEIR SINS WERE MULTIPLIED EXCEEDINGLY, THAT THEY WERE DRIVEN OUT OF THE LAND. {47:25} FOR THEY SOUGHT OUT ALL WICKEDNESS, TILL THE VENGEANCE CAME UPON THEM. 
{48:1} THEN STOOD UP ELIAS THE PROPHET AS FIRE, AND HIS WORD BURNED LIKE A LAMP. {48:2} HE BROUGHT A SORE FAMINE UPON THEM, AND BY HIS ZEAL HE DIMINISHED THEIR NUMBER. {48:3} BY THE WORD OF THE LORD HE SHUT UP THE HEAVEN, AND ALSO THREE TIMES BROUGHT DOWN FIRE. {48:4} O ELIAS, HOW WAST THOU HONOURED IN THY WONDROUS DEEDS! AND WHO MAY GLORY LIKE UNTO THEE! {48:5} WHO DIDST RAISE UP A DEAD MAN FROM DEATH, AND HIS SOUL FROM THE PLACE OF THE DEAD, BY THE WORD OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]: {48:6} WHO BROUGHTEST KINGS TO DESTRUCTION, AND HONORABLE MEN FROM THEIR BED: {48:7} WHO HEARDEST THE REBUKE OF THE LORD IN SINAI, AND IN HOREB THE JUDGMENT OF VENGEANCE: {48:8} WHO ANNOINTEDST KINGS TO TAKE REVENGE, AND PROPHETS TO SUCCEED AFTER HIM: {48:9} WHO WAS TAKEN UP IN A WHIRLWIND OF FIRE, AND IN A CHARIOT OF FIERY HORSES: {48:10} WHO WAST ORDAINED FOR REPROOFS IN THEIR TIMES, TO PACIFY THE WRATH OF THE LORD’S JUDGMENT, BEFORE IT BRAKE FORTH INTO FURY, AND TO TURN THE HEART OF THE FATHER UNTO THE SON, AND TO RESTORE THE TRIBES OF JACOB. {48:11} BLESSED ARE THEY THAT SAW THEE, AND SLEPT IN LOVE; FOR WE SHALL SURELY LIVE. {48:12} ELIAS IT WAS, WHO WAS COVERED WITH A WHIRLWIND: AND ELISEUS WAS FILLED WITH HIS SPIRIT: WHILST HE LIVED, HE WAS NOT MOVED WITH THE PRESENCE OF ANY PRINCE, NEITHER COULD ANY BRING HIM INTO SUBJECTION. {48:13} NO WORD COULD OVERCOME HIM; AND AFTER HIS DEATH HIS BODY PROPHESIED. {48:14} HE DID WONDERS IN HIS LIFE, AND AT HIS DEATH WERE HIS WORKS MARVELLOUS. {48:15} FOR ALL THIS THE PEOPLE REPENTED NOT, NEITHER DEPARTED THEY FROM THEIR SINS, TILL THEY WERE SPOILED AND CARRIED OUT OF THEIR LAND, AND WERE SCATTERED THROUGH ALL THE EARTH: YET THERE REMAINED A SMALL PEOPLE, AND A RULER IN THE HOUSE OF DAVID: {48:16} OF WHOM SOME DID THAT WHICH WAS PLEASING TO GOD, AND SOME MULTIPLIED SINS. {48:17} EZEKIAS FORTIFIED HIS CITY, AND BROUGHT IN WATER INTO THE MIDST THEREOF: HE DIGGED THE HARD ROCK WITH IRON, AND MADE WELLS FOR WATERS. {48:18} IN HIS TIME SENNACHERIB CAME UP, AND SENT RABSACES, AND LIFTED UP HIS HAND AGAINST SION, AND BOASTED PROUDLY. {48:19} THEN TREMBLED THEIR HEARTS AND HANDS, AND THEY WERE IN PAIN, AS WOMEN IN TRAVAIL. {48:20} BUT THEY CALLED UPON THE LORD WHICH IS MERCIFUL, AND STRETCHED OUT THEIR HANDS TOWARD HIM: AND IMMEDIATELY THE HOLY ONE HEARD THEM OUT OF HEAVEN, AND DELIVERED THEM BY THE MINISTRY OF ESAY. {48:21} HE SMOTE THE HOST OF THE ASSYRIANS, AND HIS ANGEL DESTROYED THEM. {48:22} FOR EZEKIAS HAD DONE THE THING THAT PLEASED THE LORD, AND WAS STRONG IN THE WAYS OF DAVID HIS FATHER, AS ESAY THE PROPHET, WHO WAS GREAT AND FAITHFUL IN HIS VISION, HAD COMMANDED HIM. {48:23} IN HIS TIME THE SUN WENT BACKWARD, AND HE LENGTHENED THE KING’S LIFE. {48:24} HE SAW BY AN EXCELLENT SPIRIT WHAT SHOULD COME TO PASS AT THE LAST, AND HE COMFORTED THEM THAT MOURNED IN SION. {48:25} HE SHEWED WHAT SHOULD COME TO PASS FOR EVER, AND SECRET THINGS OR EVER THEY CAME. 
{49:1} THE REMEMBRANCE OF JOSIAS IS LIKE THE COMPOSITION OF THE PERFUME THAT IS MADE BY THE ART OF THE APOTHECARY: IT IS SWEET AS HONEY IN ALL MOUTHS, AND AS MUSICK AT A BANQUET OF WINE. {49:2} HE BEHAVED HIMSELF UPRIGHTLY IN THE CONVERSION OF THE PEOPLE, AND TOOK AWAY THE ABOMINATIONS OF INIQUITY. {49:3} HE DIRECTED HIS HEART UNTO THE LORD, AND IN THE TIME OF THE UNGODLY HE ESTABLISHED THE WORSHIP OF GOD. {49:4} ALL, EXCEPT DAVID AND EZEKIAS AND JOSIAS, WERE DEFECTIVE: FOR THEY FORSOOK THE LAW OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], EVEN THE KINGS OF JUDA FAILED. {49:5} THEREFORE HE GAVE THEIR POWER UNTO OTHERS, AND THEIR GLORY TO A STRANGE NATION. {49:6} THEY BURNT THE CHOSEN CITY OF THE SANCTUARY, AND MADE THE STREETS DESOLATE, ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECY OF JEREMIAS. {49:7} FOR THEY ENTREATED HIM EVIL, WHO NEVERTHELESS WAS A PROPHET, SANCTIFIED IN HIS MOTHER’S WOMB, THAT HE MIGHT ROOT OUT, AND AFFLICT, AND DESTROY; AND THAT HE MIGHT BUILD UP ALSO, AND PLANT. {49:8} IT WAS EZEKIEL WHO SAW THE GLORIOUS VISION, WHICH WAS SHEWED HIM UPON THE CHARIOT OF THE CHERUBIMS. {49:9} FOR HE MADE MENTION OF THE ENEMIES UNDER THE FIGURE OF THE RAIN, AND DIRECTED THEM THAT WENT RIGHT. {49:10} AND OF THE TWELVE PROPHETS LET THE MEMORIAL BE BLESSED, AND LET THEIR BONES FLOURISH AGAIN OUT OF THEIR PLACE: FOR THEY COMFORTED JACOB, AND DELIVERED THEM BY ASSURED HOPE. {49:11} HOW SHALL WE MAGNIFY ZOROBABEL? EVEN HE WAS AS A SIGNET ON THE RIGHT HAND: {49:12} SO WAS JESUS THE SON OF JOSEDEC: WHO IN THEIR TIME BUILDED THE HOUSE, AND SET UP A HOLY TEMPLE TO THE LORD, WHICH WAS PREPARED FOR EVERLASTING GLORY. {49:13} AND AMONG THE ELECT WAS NEEMIAS, WHOSE RENOWN IS GREAT, WHO RAISED UP FOR US THE WALLS THAT WERE FALLEN, AND SET UP THE GATES AND THE BARS, AND RAISED UP OUR RUINS AGAIN. {49:14} BUT UPON THE EARTH WAS NO MAN CREATED LIKE ENOCH; FOR HE WAS TAKEN FROM THE EARTH. {49:15} NEITHER WAS THERE A YOUNG MAN BORN LIKE JOSEPH, A GOVERNOR OF HIS BRETHREN, A STAY OF THE PEOPLE, WHOSE BONES WERE REGARDED OF THE LORD. {49:16} SEM AND SETH WERE IN GREAT HONOUR AMONG MEN, AND SO WAS ADAM ABOVE EVERY LIVING THING IN CREATION. 
{50:1} SIMON THE HIGH PRIEST, THE SON OF ONIAS, WHO IN HIS LIFE REPAIRED THE HOUSE AGAIN, AND IN HIS DAYS FORTIFIED THE TEMPLE: {50:2} AND BY HIM WAS BUILT FROM THE FOUNDATION THE DOUBLE HEIGHT, THE HIGH FORTRESS OF THE WALL ABOUT THE TEMPLE: {50:3} IN HIS DAYS THE CISTERN TO RECEIVE WATER, BEING IN COMPASS AS THE SEA, WAS COVERED WITH PLATES OF BRASS: {50:4} HE TOOK CARE OF THE TEMPLE THAT IT SHOULD NOT FALL, AND FORTIFIED THE CITY AGAINST BESIEGING: {50:5} HOW WAS HE HONOURED IN THE MIDST OF THE PEOPLE IN HIS COMING OUT OF THE SANCTUARY! {50:6} HE WAS AS THE MORNING STAR IN THE MIDST OF A CLOUD, AND AS THE MOON AT THE FULL: {50:7} AS THE SUN SHINING UPON THE TEMPLE OF THE MOST HIGH, AND AS THE RAINBOW GIVING LIGHT IN THE BRIGHT CLOUDS: {50:8} AND AS THE FLOWER OF ROSES IN THE SPRING OF THE YEAR, AS LILIES BY THE RIVERS OF WATERS, AND AS THE BRANCHES OF THE FRANKINCENSE TREE IN THE TIME OF SUMMER: {50:9} AS FIRE AND INCENSE IN THE CENSER, AND AS A VESSEL OF BEATEN GOLD SET WITH ALL MANNER OF PRECIOUS STONES: {50:10} AND AS A FAIR OLIVE TREE BUDDING FORTH FRUIT, AND AS A CYPRESS TREE WHICH GROWETH UP TO THE CLOUDS. {50:11} WHEN HE PUT ON THE ROBE OF HONOUR, AND WAS CLOTHED WITH THE PERFECTION OF GLORY, WHEN HE WENT UP TO THE HOLY ALTAR, HE MADE THE GARMENT OF HOLINESS HONOURABLE. {50:12} WHEN HE TOOK THE PORTIONS OUT OF THE PRIESTS’ HANDS, HE HIMSELF STOOD BY THE HEARTH OF THE ALTAR, COMPASSED ABOUT, AS A YOUNG CEDAR IN LIBANUS; AND AS PALM TREES, COMPASSED THEY HIM ROUND ABOUT. {50:13} SO WERE ALL THE SONS OF AARON IN THEIR GLORY, AND THE OBLATIONS OF THE LORD IN THEIR HANDS, BEFORE ALL THE CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL. {50:14} AND FINISHING THE SERVICE AT THE ALTAR, THAT HE MIGHT ADORN THE OFFERING OF THE MOST-HIGH ALMIGHTY [JEHOVAH], {50:15} HE STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND TO THE CUP, AND POURED OF THE BLOOD OF THE GRAPE, HE POURED OUT AT THE FOOT OF THE ALTAR A SWEETSMELLING SAVOUR UNTO THE MOST-HIGH KING [JEHOVAH] OF ALL. {50:16} THEN SHOUTED THE SONS OF AARON, AND SOUNDED THE SILVER TRUMPETS, AND MADE A GREAT NOISE TO BE HEARD, FOR A REMEMBRANCE BEFORE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. {50:17} THEN ALL THE PEOPLE TOGETHER HASTED, AND FELL DOWN TO THE EARTH UPON THEIR FACES TO WORSHIP THEIR LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. {50:18} THE SINGERS ALSO SANG PRAISES WITH THEIR VOICES, WITH GREAT VARIETY OF SOUNDS WAS THERE MADE SWEET MELODY. {50:19} AND THE PEOPLE BESOUGHT THE LORD, THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], BY PRAYER BEFORE HIM THAT IS MERCIFUL, TILL THE SOLEMNITY OF THE LORD WAS ENDED, AND THEY HAD FINISHED HIS SERVICE. {50:20} THEN HE WENT DOWN, AND LIFTED UP HIS HANDS OVER THE WHOLE CONGREGATION OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, TO GIVE THE BLESSING OF THE LORD WITH HIS LIPS, AND TO REJOICE IN HIS NAME. {50:21} AND THEY BOWED THEMSELVES DOWN TO WORSHIP THE SECOND TIME, THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE A BLESSING FROM THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]. {50:22} NOW THEREFORE BLESS YE THE GOD OF ALL, WHICH ONLY DOETH WONDROUS THINGS EVERY WHERE, WHICH EXALTETH OUR DAYS FROM THE WOMB, AND DEALETH WITH US ACCORDING TO HIS MERCY. {50:23} HE GRANT US JOYFULNESS OF HEART, AND THAT PEACE MAY BE IN OUR DAYS IN ISRAEL FOR EVER: {50:24} THAT HE WOULD CONFIRM HIS MERCY WITH US, AND DELIVER US AT HIS TIME! {50:25} THERE BE TWO MANNER OF NATIONS WHICH MY HEART ABHORRETH, AND THE THIRD IS NO NATION: {50:26} THEY THAT SIT UPON THE MOUNTAIN OF SAMARIA, AND THEY THAT DWELL AMONG THE PHILISTINES, AND THAT FOOLISH PEOPLE THAT DWELL IN SICHEM. {50:27} JESUS THE SON OF SIRACH OF JERUSALEM HATH WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK THE INSTRUCTION OF UNDERSTANDING AND KNOWLEDGE, WHO OUT OF HIS HEART POURED FORTH WISDOM. {50:28} BLESSED IS HE THAT SHALL BE EXERCISED IN THESE THINGS; AND HE THAT LAYETH THEM UP IN HIS HEART SHALL BECOME WISE. {50:29} FOR IF HE, DO THEM, HE SHALL BE STRONG TO ALL THINGS: FOR THE LIGHT OF THE LORD LEADETH HIM, WHO GIVETH WISDOM TO THE GODLY. BLESSED BE THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD FOR EVER. AMEN, AMEN.
A PRAYER OF JESUS THE SON OF SIRACH: {51:1} I WILL THANK THEE, O LORD AND KING, AND PRAISE THEE, O GOD MY SAVIOUR: I DO GIVE PRAISE UNTO THY NAME: {51:2} FOR THOU ART MY DEFENDER AND HELPER, AND HAS PRESERVED MY BODY FROM DESTRUCTION, AND FROM THE SNARE OF THE SLANDEROUS TONGUE, AND FROM THE LIPS THAT FORGE LIES, AND HAS BEEN MINE HELPER AGAINST MINE ADVERSARIES: {51:3} AND HAST DELIVERED ME, ACCORDING TO THE MULTITUDE OF THEY MERCIES AND GREATNESS OF THY NAME, FROM THE TEETH OF THEM THAT WERE READY TO DEVOUR ME, AND OUT OF THE HANDS OF SUCH AS SOUGHT AFTER MY LIFE, AND FROM THE MANIFOLD AFFLICTIONS WHICH I HAD; {51:4} FROM THE CHOKING OF FIRE ON EVERY SIDE, AND FROM THE MIDST OF THE FIRE WHICH I KINDLED NOT; {51:5} FROM THE DEPTH OF THE BELLY OF HELL, FROM AN UNCLEAN TONGUE, AND FROM LYING WORDS. {51:6} BY AN ACCUSATION TO THE KING FROM AN UNRIGHTEOUS TONGUE MY SOUL DREW NEAR EVEN UNTO DEATH, MY LIFE WAS NEAR TO THE HELL BENEATH. {51:7} THEY COMPASSED ME ON EVERY SIDE, AND THERE WAS NO MAN TO HELP ME: I LOOKED FOR THE SUCCOUR OF MEN, BUT THERE WAS NONE. {51:8} THEN THOUGHT I UPON THY MERCY, O LORD, AND UPON THY ACTS OF OLD, HOW THOU DELIVEREST SUCH AS WAIT FOR THEE, AND SAVEST THEM OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE ENEMIES. {51:9} THEN LIFTED I UP MY SUPPLICATIONS FROM THE EARTH, AND PRAYED FOR DELIVERANCE FROM DEATH. {51:10} I CALLED UPON THE LORD, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF MY LORD, THAT HE WOULD NOT LEAVE ME IN THE DAYS OF MY TROUBLE, AND IN THE TIME OF THE PROUD, WHEN THERE WAS NO HELP. {51:11} I WILL PRAISE THY NAME CONTINUALLY, AND WILL SING PRAISES WITH THANKSGIVING; AND SO, MY PRAYER WAS HEARD: {51:12} FOR THOU SAVEDST ME FROM DESTRUCTION, AND DELIVEREDST ME FROM THE EVIL TIME: THEREFORE, WILL I GIVE THANKS, AND PRAISE THEE, AND BLESS THEY NAME, O LORD. {51:13} WHEN I WAS YET YOUNG, OR EVER I WENT ABROAD, I DESIRED WISDOM OPENLY IN MY PRAYER. {51:14} I PRAYED FOR HER BEFORE THE TEMPLE, AND WILL SEEK HER OUT EVEN TO THE END. {51:15} EVEN FROM THE FLOWER TILL THE GRAPE WAS RIPE HATH MY HEART DELIGHTED IN HER: MY FOOT WENT THE RIGHT WAY, FROM MY YOUTH UP SOUGHT I AFTER HER. {51:16} I BOWED DOWN MINE EAR A LITTLE, AND RECEIVED HER, AND GAT MUCH LEARNING. {51:17} I PROFITED THEREIN, THEREFORE WILL I ASCRIBE GLORY UNTO HIM THAT GIVETH ME WISDOM. {51:18} FOR I PURPOSED TO DO AFTER HER, AND EARNESTLY I FOLLOWED THAT WHICH IS GOOD; SO, SHALL I NOT BE CONFOUNDED. {51:19} MY SOUL HATH WRESTLED WITH HER, AND IN MY DOINGS, I WAS EXACT: I STRETCHED FORTH MY HANDS TO THE HEAVEN ABOVE, AND BEWAILED MY IGNORANCES OF HER. {51:20} I DIRECTED MY SOUL UNTO HER, AND I FOUND HER IN PURENESS: I HAVE HAD MY HEART JOINED WITH HER FROM THE BEGINNING, THEREFORE SHALL I NOT BE FORESAKEN. {51:21} MY HEART WAS TROUBLED IN SEEKING HER: THEREFORE, HAVE I GOTTEN A GOOD POSSESSION. {51:22} THE LORD HATH GIVEN ME A TONGUE FOR MY REWARD, AND I WILL PRAISE HIM THEREWITH. {51:23} DRAW NEAR UNTO ME, YE UNLEARNED, AND DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF LEARNING. {51:24} WHEREFORE ARE YE SLOW, AND WHAT SAY YE TO THESE THINGS, SEEING YOUR SOULS ARE VERY THIRSTY? {51:25} I OPENED MY MOUTH, AND SAID, BUY HER FOR YOURSELVES WITHOUT MONEY. {51:26} PUT YOUR NECK UNDER THE YOKE, AND LET YOUR SOUL RECEIVE INSTRUCTION: SHE IS HARD AT HAND TO FIND. {51:27} BEHOLD WITH YOUR EYES, HOW THAT I HAVE BUT LITTLE LABOUR, AND HAVE GOTTEN UNTO ME MUCH REST. {51:28} GET LEARNING WITH A GREAT SUM OF MONEY, AND GET MUCH GOLD BY HER. {51:29} LET YOUR SOUL REJOICE IN HIS MERCY, AND BE NOT ASHAMED OF HIS PRAISE. {51:30} WORK YOUR WORK BETIMES, AND IN HIS, TIME HE WILL GIVE YOU YOUR REWARD. 
THE BOOK OF BARUCH
{1:1} AND THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE BOOK, WHICH BARUCH THE SON OF NERIAS, THE SON OF MAASIAS, THE SON OF SEDECIAS, THE SON OF ASADIAS, THE SON OF CHELCIAS, WROTE IN BABYLON, {1:2} IN THE FIFTH YEAR, AND IN THE SEVENTH DAY OF THE MONTH, WHAT TIME AS THE CHALDEANS TOOK JERUSALEM, AND BURNT IT WITH FIRE. {1:3} AND BARUCH DID READ THE WORDS OF THIS BOOK IN THE HEARING OF JECHONIAS THE SON OF JOACHIM KING OF JUDA, AND IN THE EARS OF ALL THE PEOPLE THAT CAME TO HEAR THE BOOK, {1:4} AND IN THE HEARING OF THE NOBLES, AND OF THE KING’S SONS, AND IN THE HEARING OF THE ELDERS, AND OF ALL THE PEOPLE, FROM THE LOWEST UNTO THE HIGHEST, EVEN OF ALL THEM THAT DWELT AT BABYLON BY THE RIVER SUD. {1:5} WHEREUPON THEY WEPT, FASTED, AND PRAYED BEFORE THE LORD. {1:6} THEY MADE ALSO A COLLECTION OF MONEY ACCORDING TO EVERY MAN’S POWER: {1:7} AND THEY SENT IT TO JERUSALEM UNTO JOACHIM THE HIGH PRIEST, THE SON OF CHELCIAS, SON OF SALOM, AND TO THE PRIESTS, AND TO ALL THE PEOPLE WHICH WERE FOUND WITH HIM AT JERUSALEM, {1:8} AT THE SAME TIME WHEN HE RECEIVED THE VESSELS OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD, THAT WERE CARRIED OUT OF THE TEMPLE, TO RETURN THEM INTO THE LAND OF JUDA, THE TENTH DAY OF THE MONTH SIVAN, NAMELY, SILVER VESSELS, WHICH SEDECIAS THE SON OF JOSIAS KING OF JADA HAD MADE, {1:9} AFTER THAT NABUCHODONOSOR KING OF BABYLON HAD CARRIED AWAY JECHONIAS, AND THE PRINCES, AND THE CAPTIVES, AND THE MIGHTY MEN, AND THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND, FROM JERUSALEM, AND BROUGHT THEM UNTO BABYLON. {1:10} AND THEY SAID, BEHOLD, WE HAVE SENT YOU MONEY TO BUY YOU BURNT OFFERINGS, AND SIN OFFERINGS, AND INCENSE, AND PREPARE YE MANNA, AND OFFER UPON THE ALTAR OF THE LORD OUR GOD; {1:11} AND PRAY FOR THE LIFE OF NABUCHODONOSOR KING OF BABYLON, AND FOR THE LIFE OF BALTHASAR HIS SON, THAT THEIR DAYS MAY BE UPON EARTH AS THE DAYS OF HEAVEN: {1:12} AND THE LORD WILL GIVE US STRENGTH, AND LIGHTEN OUR EYES, AND WE SHALL LIVE UNDER THE SHADOW OF NABUCHODONOSOR KING OF BABYLON, AND UNDER THE SHADOW OF BALTHASAR HIS SON, AND WE SHALL SERVE THEM MANY DAYS, AND FIND FAVOUR IN THEIR SIGHT. {1:13} PRAY FOR US ALSO UNTO THE LORD OUR GOD, FOR WE HAVE SINNED AGAINST THE LORD OUR GOD; AND UNTO THIS DAY THE FURY OF THE LORD AND HIS WRATH IS NOT TURNED FROM US. {1:14} AND YE SHALL READ THIS BOOK WHICH WE HAVE SENT UNTO YOU, TO MAKE CONFESSION IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD, UPON THE FEASTS AND SOLEMN DAYS. {1:15} AND YE SHALL SAY, TO THE LORD OUR GOD BELONGETH RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT UNTO US THE CONFUSION OF FACES, AS IT IS COME TO PASS THIS DAY, UNTO THEM OF JUDA, AND TO THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM, {1:16} AND TO OUR KINGS, AND TO OUR PRINCES, AND TO OUR PRIESTS, AND TO OUR PROPHETS, AND TO OUR FATHERS: {1:17} FOR WE HAVE SINNED BEFORE THE LORD, {1:18} AND DISOBEYED HIM, AND HAVE NOT HEARKENED UNTO THE VOICE OF THE LORD OUR GOD, TO WALK IN THE COMMANDMENTS THAT HE GAVE US OPENLY: {1:19} SINCE THE DAY THAT THE LORD BROUGHT OUR FOREFATHERS OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, UNTO THIS PRESENT DAY, WE HAVE BEEN DISOBEDIENT UNTO THE LORD OUR GOD, AND WE HAVE BEEN NEGLIGENT IN NOT HEARING HIS VOICE. {1:20} WHEREFORE THE EVILS CLEAVED UNTO US, AND THE CURSE, WHICH THE LORD APPOINTED BY MOSES HIS SERVANT AT THE TIME THAT HE BROUGHT OUR FATHERS OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, TO GIVE US A LAND THAT FLOWETH WITH MILK AND HONEY, LIKE AS IT IS TO SEE THIS DAY. {1:21} NEVERTHELESS WE HAVE NOT HEARKENED UNTO THE VOICE OF THE LORD OUR GOD, ACCORDING UNTO ALL THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS, WHOM HE SENT UNTO US: {1:22} BUT EVERY MAN FOLLOWED THE IMAGINATION OF HIS OWN WICKED HEART, TO SERVE STRANGE GODS, AND TO DO EVIL IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD OUR GOD. 
{2:1} THEREFORE THE LORD HATH MADE GOOD HIS WORD, WHICH HE PRONOUNCED AGAINST US, AND AGAINST OUR JUDGES THAT JUDGED ISRAEL, AND AGAINST OUR KINGS, AND AGAINST OUR PRINCES, AND AGAINST THE MEN OF ISRAEL AND JUDA, {2:2} TO BRING UPON US GREAT PLAGUES, SUCH AS NEVER HAPPENED UNDER THE WHOLE HEAVEN, AS IT CAME TO PASS IN JERUSALEM, ACCORDING TO THE THINGS THAT WERE WRITTEN IN THE LAW OF MOSES; {2:3} THAT A MAN SHOULD EAT THE FLESH OF HIS OWN SON, AND THE FLESH OF HIS OWN DAUGHTER. {2:4} MOREOVER HE HATH DELIVERED THEM TO BE IN SUBJECTION TO ALL THE KINGDOMS THAT ARE ROUND ABOUT US, TO BE AS A REPROACH AND DESOLATION AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE ROUND ABOUT, WHERE THE LORD HATH SCATTERED THEM. {2:5} THUS WE WERE CAST DOWN, AND NOT EXALTED, BECAUSE WE HAVE SINNED AGAINST THE LORD OUR GOD, AND HAVE NOT BEEN OBEDIENT UNTO HIS VOICE. {2:6} TO THE LORD OUR GOD APPERTAINETH RIGHTEOUSNESS: BUT UNTO US AND TO OUR FATHERS OPEN SHAME, AS APPEARETH THIS DAY. {2:7} FOR ALL THESE PLAGUES ARE COME UPON US, WHICH THE LORD HATH PRONOUNCED AGAINST US {2:8} YET HAVE WE NOT PRAYED BEFORE THE LORD, THAT WE MIGHT TURN EVERY ONE FROM THE IMAGINATIONS OF HIS WICKED HEART. {2:9} WHEREFORE THE LORD WATCHED OVER US FOR EVIL, AND THE LORD HATH BROUGHT IT UPON US: FOR THE LORD IS RIGHTEOUS IN ALL HIS WORKS WHICH HE HATH COMMANDED US. {2:10} YET WE HAVE NOT HEARKENED UNTO HIS VOICE, TO WALK IN THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, THAT HE HATH SET BEFORE US. {2:11} AND NOW, O LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, THAT HAST BROUGHT THY PEOPLE OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT WITH A MIGHTY HAND, AND HIGH ARM, AND WITH SIGNS, AND WITH WONDERS, AND WITH GREAT POWER, AND HAST GOTTEN THYSELF A NAME, AS APPEARETH THIS DAY: {2:12} O LORD OUR GOD, WE HAVE SINNED, WE HAVE DONE UNGODLY, WE HAVE DEALT UNRIGHTEOUSLY IN ALL THINE ORDINANCES. {2:13} LET THY WRATH TURN FROM US: FOR WE ARE BUT A FEW, LEFT AMONG THE HEATHEN, WHERE THOU HAST SCATTERED US. {2:14} HEAR OUR PRAYERS, O LORD, AND OUR PETITIONS, AND DELIVER US FOR THINE OWN SAKE, AND GIVE US FAVOUR IN THE SIGHT OF THEM WHICH HAVE LED US AWAY: {2:15} THAT ALL THE EARTH MAY KNOW THAT THOU ART THE LORD OUR GOD, BECAUSE ISRAEL AND HIS POSTERITY IS CALLED BY THY NAME. {2:16} O LORD, LOOK DOWN FROM THINE HOLY HOUSE, AND CONSIDER US: BOW DOWN THINE EAR, O LORD, TO HEAR US. {2:17} OPEN THINE EYES, AND BEHOLD; FOR THE DEAD THAT ARE IN THE GRAVES, WHOSE SOULS ARE TAKEN FROM THEIR BODIES, WILL GIVE UNTO THE LORD NEITHER PRAISE NOR RIGHTEOUSNESS: {2:18} BUT THE SOUL THAT IS GREATLY VEXED, WHICH GOETH STOOPING AND FEEBLE, AND THE EYES THAT FAIL, AND THE HUNGRY SOUL, WILL GIVE THEE PRAISE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, O LORD. {2:19} THEREFORE WE DO NOT MAKE OUR HUMBLE SUPPLICATION BEFORE THEE, O LORD OUR GOD, FOR THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF OUR FATHERS, AND OF OUR KINGS. {2:20} FOR THOU HAST SENT OUT THY WRATH AND INDIGNATION UPON US, AS THOU HAST SPOKEN BY THY SERVANTS THE PROPHETS, SAYING, {2:21} THUS SAITH THE LORD, BOW DOWN YOUR SHOULDERS TO SERVE THE KING OF BABYLON: SO, SHALL YE REMAIN IN THE LAND THAT I GAVE UNTO YOUR FATHERS. {2:22} BUT IF YE WILL NOT HEAR THE VOICE OF THE LORD, TO SERVE THE KING OF BABYLON, {2:23} I WILL CAUSE TO CEASE OUT OF THE CITES OF JUDAH, AND FROM WITHOUT JERUSALEM, THE VOICE OF MIRTH, AND THE VOICE OF JOY, THE VOICE OF THE BRIDEGROOM, AND THE VOICE OF THE BRIDE: AND THE WHOLE LAND SHALL BE DESOLATE OF INHABITANTS. {2:24} BUT WE WOULD NOT HEARKEN UNTO THY VOICE, TO SERVE THE KING OF BABYLON: THEREFORE, HAST THOU MADE GOOD THE WORDS THAT THOU SPAKEST BY THY SERVANTS THE PROPHETS, NAMELY, THAT THE BONES OF OUR KINGS, AND THE BONES OF OUR FATHERS, SHOULD BE TAKEN OUT OF THEIR PLACE. {2:25} AND, LO, THEY ARE CAST OUT TO THE HEAT OF THE DAY, AND TO THE FROST OF THE NIGHT, AND THEY DIED IN GREAT MISERIES BY FAMINE, BY SWORD, AND BY PESTILENCE. {2:26} AND THE HOUSE WHICH IS CALLED BY THY NAME HAST THOU LAID WASTE, AS IT IS TO BE SEEN THIS DAY, FOR THE WICKEDNESS OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND THE HOUSE OF JUDA. {2:27} O LORD OUR GOD, THOU HAST DEALT WITH US AFTER ALL THY GOODNESS, AND ACCORDING TO ALL THAT GREAT MERCY OF THINE, {2:28} AS THOU SPAKEST BY THY SERVANT MOSES IN THE DAY WHEN THOU DIDST COMMAND HIM TO WRITE THE LAW BEFORE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, SAYING, {2:29} IF YE WILL NOT HEAR MY VOICE, SURELY THIS VERY GREAT MULTITUDE SHALL BE TURNED INTO A SMALL NUMBER AMONG THE NATIONS, WHERE I WILL SCATTER THEM. {2:30} FOR I KNEW THAT THEY WOULD NOT HEAR ME, BECAUSE IT IS A STIFFNECKED PEOPLE: BUT IN THE LAND OF THEIR CAPTIVITIES THEY SHALL REMEMBER THEMSELVES. {2:31} AND SHALL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD THEIR GOD: FOR I WILL GIVE THEM AN HEART, AND EARS TO HEAR: {2:32} AND THEY SHALL PRAISE ME IN THE LAND OF THEIR CAPTIVITY, AND THINK UPON MY NAME, {2:33} AND RETURN FROM THEIR STIFF NECK, AND FROM THEIR WICKED DEEDS: FOR THEY SHALL REMEMBER THE WAY OF THEIR FATHERS, WHICH SINNED BEFORE THE LORD. {2:34} AND I WILL BRING THEM AGAIN INTO THE LAND WHICH I PROMISED WITH AN OATH UNTO THEIR FATHERS, ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND THEY SHALL BE LORDS OF IT: AND I WILL INCREASE THEM, AND THEY SHALL NOT BE DIMINISHED. {2:35} AND I WILL MAKE AN EVERLASTING COVENANT WITH THEM TO BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE: AND I WILL NO MORE DRIVE MY PEOPLE OF ISRAEL OUT OF THE LAND THAT I HAVE GIVEN THEM.
{3:1} O LORD ALMIGHTY, GOD OF ISRAEL, THE SOUL IN ANGUISH THE TROUBLED SPIRIT, CRIETH UNTO THEE. {3:2} HEAR, O LORD, AND HAVE MERCY; AR THOU ART MERCIFUL: AND HAVE PITY UPON US, BECAUSE WE HAVE SINNED BEFORE THEE. {3:3} FOR THOU ENDUREST FOR EVER, AND WE PERISH UTTERLY. {3:4} O LORD ALMIGHTY, THOU GOD OF ISRAEL, HEAR NOW THE PRAYERS OF THE DEAD ISRAELITES, AND OF THEIR CHILDREN, WHICH HAVE SINNED BEFORE THEE, AND NOT HEARKENED UNTO THE VOICE OF THEE THEIR GOD: FOR THE WHICH CAUSE THESE PLAGUES CLEAVE UNTO US. {3:5} REMEMBER NOT THE INIQUITIES OF OUR FOREFATHERS: BUT THINK UPON THY POWER AND THY NAME NOW AT THIS TIME. {3:6} FOR THOU ART THE LORD OUR GOD, AND THEE, O LORD, WILL WE PRAISE. {3:7} AND FOR THIS CAUSE THOU HAST PUT THY FEAR IN OUR HEARTS, TO THE INTENT THAT WE SHOULD CALL UPON THY NAME, AND PRAISE THEE IN OUR CAPTIVITY: FOR WE HAVE CALLED TO MIND ALL THE INIQUITY OF OUR FOREFATHERS, THAT SINNED BEFORE THEE. {3:8} BEHOLD, WE ARE YET THIS DAY IN OUR CAPTIVITY, WHERE THOU HAST SCATTERED US, FOR A REPROACH AND A CURSE, AND TO BE SUBJECT TO PAYMENTS, ACCORDING TO ALL THE INIQUITIES OF OUR FATHERS, WHICH DEPARTED FROM THE LORD OUR GOD. {3:9} HEAR, ISRAEL, THE COMMANDMENTS OF LIFE: GIVE EAR TO UNDERSTAND WISDOM. {3:10} HOW HAPPENETH IT, ISRAEL, THAT THOU ART IN THINE ENEMIES’ LAND, THAT THOU ART WAXEN OLD IN A STRANGE COUNTRY, THAT THOU ART DEFILED WITH THE DEAD, {3:11} THAT THOU ART COUNTED WITH THEM THAT GO DOWN INTO THE GRAVE? {3:12} THOU HAST FORSAKEN THE FOUNTAIN OF WISDOM. {3:13} FOR IF THOU HADST WALKED IN THE WAY OF GOD, THOU SHOULDEST HAVE DWELLED IN PEACE FOR EVER. {3:14} LEARN WHERE IS WISDOM, WHERE IS STRENGTH, WHERE IS UNDERSTANDING; THAT THOU MAYEST KNOW ALSO WHERE IS LENGTH OF DAYS, AND LIFE, WHERE IS THE LIGHT OF THE EYES, AND PEACE. {3:15} WHO HATH FOUND OUT HER PLACE? OR WHO HATH COME INTO HER TREASURES? {3:16} WHERE ARE THE PRINCES OF THE HEATHEN BECOME, AND SUCH AS RULED THE BEASTS UPON THE EARTH; {3:17} THEY THAT HAD THEIR PASTIME WITH THE FOWLS OF THE AIR, AND THEY THAT HOARDED UP SILVER AND GOLD, WHEREIN MEN TRUST, AND MADE NO END OF THEIR GETTING? {3:18} FOR THEY THAT WROUGHT IN SILVER, AND WERE SO CAREFUL, AND WHOSE WORKS ARE UNSEARCHABLE, {3:19} THEY ARE VANISHED AND GONE DOWN TO THE GRAVE, AND OTHERS ARE COME UP IN THEIR STEADS. {3:20} YOUNG MEN HAVE SEEN LIGHT, AND DWELT UPON THE EARTH: BUT THE WAY OF KNOWLEDGE HAVE THEY NOT KNOWN, {3:21} NOR UNDERSTOOD THE PATHS THEREOF, NOR LAID HOLD OF IT: THEIR CHILDREN WERE FAR OFF FROM THAT WAY. {3:22} IT HATH NOT BEEN HEARD OF IN CHANAAN, NEITHER HATH IT BEEN SEEN IN THEMAN. {3:23} THE AGARENES THAT SEEK WISDOM UPON EARTH, THE MERCHANTS OF MERAN AND OF THEMAN, THE AUTHORS OF FABLES, AND SEARCHERS OUT OF UNDERSTANDING; NONE OF THESE HAVE KNOWN THE WAY OF WISDOM, OR REMEMBER HER PATHS. {3:24} O ISRAEL, HOW GREAT IS THE HOUSE OF GOD! AND HOW LARGE IS THE PLACE OF HIS POSSESSION! {3:25} GREAT, AND HATH NONE END; HIGH, AND UNMEASURABLE. {3:26} THERE WERE THE GIANTS FAMOUS FROM THE BEGINNING, THAT WERE OF SO GREAT STATURE, AND SO EXPERT IN WAR. {3:27} THOSE DID NOT THE LORD CHOOSE, NEITHER GAVE HE THE WAY OF KNOWLEDGE UNTO THEM: {3:28} BUT THEY WERE DESTROYED, BECAUSE THEY HAD NO WISDOM, AND PERISHED THROUGH THEIR OWN FOOLISHNESS. {3:29} WHO HATH GONE UP INTO HEAVEN, AND TAKEN HER, AND BROUGHT HER DOWN FROM THE CLOUDS? {3:30} WHO HATH GONE OVER THE SEA, AND FOUND HER, AND WILL BRING HER FOR PURE GOLD? {3:31} NO MAN KNOWETH HER WAY, NOR THINKETH OF HER PATH. {3:32} BUT HE THAT KNOWETH ALL THINGS KNOWETH HER, AND HATH FOUND HER OUT WITH HIS UNDERSTANDING: HE THAT PREPARED THE EARTH FOR EVERMORE HATH FILLED IT WITH FOURFOOTED BEASTS: {3:33} HE THAT SENDETH FORTH LIGHT, AND IT GOETH, CALLETH IT AGAIN, AND IT OBEYETH HIM WITH FEAR. {3:34} THE STARS SHINED IN THEIR WATCHES, AND REJOICED: WHEN HE CALLETH THEM, THEY SAY, HERE WE BE; AND SO, WITH CHEERFULNESS THEY SHEWED LIGHT UNTO HIM THAT MADE THEM. {3:35} THIS IS OUR GOD, AND THERE SHALL NONE OTHER BE ACCOUNTED OF IN COMPARISON OF HIM {3:36} HE HATH FOUND OUT ALL THE WAY OF KNOWLEDGE, AND HATH GIVEN IT UNTO JACOB HIS SERVANT, AND TO ISRAEL HIS BELOVED. {3:37} AFTERWARD DID HE SHEW HIMSELF UPON EARTH, AND CONVERSED WITH MEN. 
{4:1} THIS IS THE BOOK OF THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND THE LAW THAT ENDURETH FOR EVER: ALL THEY THAT KEEP IT SHALL COME TO LIFE; BUT SUCH AS LEAVE IT SHALL DIE. {4:2} TURN THEE, O JACOB, AND TAKE HOLD OF IT: WALK IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LIGHT THEREOF, THAT THOU MAYEST BE ILLUMINATED. {4:3} GIVE NOT THINE HONOUR TO ANOTHER, NOR THE THINGS THAT ARE PROFITABLE UNTO THEE TO A STRANGE NATION. {4:4} O ISRAEL, HAPPY ARE WE: FOR THINGS THAT ARE PLEASING TO GOD ARE MADE KNOWN UNTO US. {4:5} BE OF GOOD CHEER, MY PEOPLE, THE MEMORIAL OF ISRAEL. {4:6} YE WERE SOLD TO THE NATIONS, NOT FOR [YOUR] DESTRUCTION: BUT BECAUSE YE MOVED GOD TO WRATH, YE WERE DELIVERED UNTO THE ENEMIES. {4:7} FOR YE PROVOKED HIM THAT MADE YOU BY SACRIFICING UNTO DEVILS, AND NOT TO GOD. {4:8} YE HAVE FORGOTTEN THE EVERLASTING GOD, THAT BROUGHT YOU UP; AND YE HAVE GRIEVED JERUSALEM, THAT NURSED YOU. {4:9} FOR WHEN SHE SAW THE WRATH OF GOD COMING UPON YOU, SHE SAID, HEARKEN, O YE THAT DWELL ABOUT SION: GOD HATH BROUGHT UPON ME GREAT MOURNING; {4:10} FOR I SAW THE CAPTIVITY OF MY SONS AND DAUGHTERS, WHICH THE EVERLASTING BROUGHT UPON THEM. {4:11} WITH JOY DID I NOURISH THEM; BUT SENT THEM AWAY WITH WEEPING AND MOURNING. {4:12} LET NO MAN REJOICE OVER ME, A WIDOW, AND FORSAKEN OF MANY, WHO FOR THE SINS OF MY CHILDREN AM LEFT DESOLATE; BECAUSE THEY DEPARTED FROM THE LAW OF GOD. {4:13} THEY KNEW NOT HIS STATUTES, NOR WALKED IN THE WAYS OF HIS COMMANDMENTS, NOR TROD IN THE PATHS OF DISCIPLINE IN HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. {4:14} LET THEM THAT DWELL ABOUT SION COME, AND REMEMBER YE THE CAPTIVITY OF MY SONS AND DAUGHTERS, WHICH THE EVERLASTING HATH BROUGHT UPON THEM. {4:15} FOR HE HATH BROUGHT A NATION UPON THEM FROM FAR, A SHAMELESS NATION, AND OF A STRANGE LANGUAGE, WHO NEITHER REVERENCED OLD MAN, NOR PITIED CHILD. {4:16} THESE HAVE CARRIED AWAY THE DEAR BELOVED CHILDREN OF THE WIDOW, AND LEFT HER THAT WAS ALONE DESOLATE WITHOUT DAUGHTERS. {4:17} BUT WHAT CAN I HELP YOU? {4:18} FOR HE THAT BROUGHT THESE PLAGUES UPON YOU WILL DELIVER YOU FROM THE HANDS OF YOUR ENEMIES. {4:19} GO YOUR WAY, O MY CHILDREN, GO YOUR WAY: FOR I AM LEFT DESOLATE. {4:20} I HAVE PUT OFF THE CLOTHING OF PEACE, AND PUT UPON ME THE SACKCLOTH OF MY PRAYER: I WILL CRY UNTO THE EVERLASTING IN MY DAYS. {4:21} BE OF GOOD CHEER, O MY CHILDREN, CRY UNTO THE LORD, AND HE WILL DELIVER YOU FROM THE POWER AND HAND OF THE ENEMIES. {4:22} FOR MY HOPE IS IN THE EVERLASTING, THAT HE WILL SAVE YOU; AND JOY IS COME UNTO ME FROM THE HOLY ONE, BECAUSE OF THE MERCY WHICH SHALL SOON COME UNTO YOU FROM THE EVERLASTING OUR SAVIOUR. {4:23} FOR I SENT YOU OUT WITH MOURNING AND WEEPING: BUT GOD WILL GIVE YOU TO ME AGAIN WITH JOY AND GLADNESS FOR EVER. {4:24} LIKE AS NOW THE NEIGHBOURS OF SION HAVE SEEN YOUR CAPTIVITY: SO, SHALL THEY SEE SHORTLY YOUR SALVATION FROM OUR GOD WHICH SHALL COME UPON YOU WITH GREAT GLORY, AND BRIGHTNESS OF THE EVERLASTING. {4:25} MY CHILDREN, SUFFER PATIENTLY THE WRATH THAT IS COME UPON YOU FROM GOD: FOR THINE ENEMY HATH PERSECUTED THEE; BUT SHORTLY THOU SHALT SEE HIS DESTRUCTION, AND SHALT TREAD UPON HIS NECK. {4:26} MY DELICATE ONES HAVE GONE ROUGH WAYS, AND WERE TAKEN AWAY AS A FLOCK CAUGHT OF THE ENEMIES. {4:27} BE OF GOOD COMFORT, O MY CHILDREN, AND CRY UNTO GOD: FOR YE SHALL BE REMEMBERED OF HIM THAT BROUGHT THESE THINGS UPON YOU. {4:28} FOR AS IT WAS YOUR MIND TO GO ASTRAY FROM GOD: SO, BEING RETURNED, SEEK HIM TEN TIMES MORE. {4:29} FOR HE THAT HATH BROUGHT THESE PLAGUES UPON YOU SHALL BRING YOU EVERLASTING JOY WITH YOUR SALVATION. {4:30} TAKE A GOOD HEART, O JERUSALEM: FOR HE THAT GAVE THEE THAT NAME WILL COMFORT THEE. {4:31} MISERABLE ARE THEY THAT AFFLICTED THEE, AND REJOICED AT THY FALL. {4:32} MISERABLE ARE THE CITIES WHICH THY CHILDREN SERVED: MISERABLE IS SHE THAT RECEIVED THY SONS. {4:33} FOR AS SHE REJOICED AT THY RUIN, AND WAS GLAD OF THY FALL: SO, SHALL SHE BE GRIEVED FOR HER OWN DESOLATION. {4:34} FOR I WILL TAKE AWAY THE REJOICING OF HER GREAT MULTITUDE, AND HER PRIDE SHALL BE TURNED INTO MOURNING. {4:35} FOR FIRE SHALL COME UPON HER FROM THE EVERLASTING, LONG TO ENDURE; AND SHE SHALL BE INHABITED OF DEVILS FOR A GREAT TIME. {4:36} O JERUSALEM, LOOK ABOUT THEE TOWARD THE EAST, AND BEHOLD THE JOY THAT COMETH UNTO THEE FROM GOD. {4:37} LO, THY SONS COME, WHOM THOU SENTEST AWAY, THEY COME GATHERED TOGETHER FROM THE EAST TO THE WEST BY THE WORD OF THE HOLY ONE, REJOICING IN THE GLORY OF GOD.
{5:1} PUT OFF, O JERUSALEM, THE GARMENT OF MOURNING AND AFFLICTION, AND PUT ON THE COMELINESS OF THE GLORY THAT COMETH FROM GOD FOR EVER. {5:2} CAST ABOUT THEE A DOUBLE GARMENT OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH COMETH FROM GOD; AND SET A DIADEM ON THINE HEAD OF THE GLORY OF THE EVERLASTING. {5:3} FOR GOD WILL SHEW THY BRIGHTNESS UNTO EVERY COUNTRY UNDER HEAVEN. {5:4} FOR THY NAME SHALL BE CALLED OF GOD FOREVER THE PEACE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THE GLORY OF GOD’S WORSHIP. {5:5} ARISE, O JERUSALEM, AND STAND ON HIGH, AND LOOK ABOUT TOWARD THE EAST, AND BEHOLD THY CHILDREN GATHERED FROM THE WEST UNTO THE EAST BY THE WORD OF THE HOLY ONE, REJOICING IN THE REMEMBRANCE OF GOD. {5:6} FOR THEY DEPARTED FROM THEE ON FOOT, AND WERE LED AWAY OF THEIR ENEMIES: BUT GOD BRINGETH THEM UNTO THEE EXALTED WITH GLORY, AS CHILDREN OF THE KINGDOM. {5:7} FOR GOD HATH APPOINTED THAT EVERY HIGH HILL, AND BANKS OF LONG CONTINUANCE, SHOULD BE CAST DOWN, AND VALLEYS FILLED UP, TO MAKE EVEN THE GROUND, THAT ISRAEL MAY GO SAFELY IN THE GLORY OF GOD, {5:8} MOREOVER EVEN THE WOODS AND EVERY SWEETSMELLING TREE SHALL OVERSHADOW ISRAEL BY THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD. {5:9} FOR GOD SHALL LEAD ISRAEL WITH JOY IN THE LIGHT OF HIS GLORY WITH THE MERCY AND RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT COMETH FROM HIM. 
THE EPISTLE [OR LETTER] OF JEREMIAH [JEREMY]
{6:1} A COPY OF AN EPISTLE, WHICH JEREMY SENT UNTO THEM WHICH WERE TO BE LED CAPTIVES INTO BABYLON BY THE KING OF THE BABYLONIANS, TO CERTIFY THEM, AS IT WAS COMMANDED HIM OF GOD. {6:2} BECAUSE OF THE SINS WHICH YE HAVE COMMITTED BEFORE GOD, YE SHALL BE LED AWAY CAPTIVES INTO BABYLON BY NABUCHODONOSOR KING OF THE BABYLONIANS. {6:3} SO WHEN YE BE COME UNTO BABYLON, YE SHALL REMAIN THERE MANY YEARS, AND FOR A LONG SEASON, NAMELY, SEVEN GENERATIONS: AND AFTER THAT I WILL BRING YOU AWAY PEACEABLY FROM THENCE. {6:4} NOW SHALL YE SEE IN BABYLON GODS OF SILVER, AND OF GOLD, AND OF WOOD, BORNE UPON SHOULDERS, WHICH CAUSE THE NATIONS TO FEAR. {6:5} BEWARE THEREFORE THAT YE IN NO WISE BE LIKE TO STRANGERS, NEITHER BE YE AND OF THEM, WHEN YE SEE THE MULTITUDE BEFORE THEM AND BEHIND THEM, WORSHIPPING THEM. {6:6} BUT SAY YE IN YOUR HEARTS, O LORD, WE MUST WORSHIP THEE. {6:7} FOR MINE ANGEL IS WITH YOU, AND I MYSELF CARING FOR YOUR SOULS. {6:8} AS FOR THEIR TONGUE, IT IS POLISHED BY THE WORKMAN, AND THEY THEMSELVES ARE GILDED AND LAID OVER WITH SILVER; YET ARE THEY BUT FALSE, AND CANNOT SPEAK. {6:9} AND TAKING GOLD, AS IT WERE FOR A VIRGIN THAT LOVETH TO GO GAY, THEY MAKE CROWNS FOR THE HEADS OF THEIR GODS. {6:10} SOMETIMES ALSO THE PRIESTS CONVEY FROM THEIR GODS, GOLD AND SILVER, AND BESTOW IT UPON THEMSELVES. {6:11} YEA, THEY WILL GIVE THEREOF TO THE COMMON HARLOTS, AND DECK THEM AS MEN WITH GARMENTS, [BEING] GODS OF SILVER, AND GODS OF GOLD, AND WOOD. {6:12} YET CANNOT THESE GODS SAVE THEMSELVES FROM RUST AND MOTH, THOUGH THEY BE COVERED WITH PURPLE RAIMENT. {6:13} THEY WIPE THEIR FACES BECAUSE OF THE DUST OF THE TEMPLE, WHEN THERE IS MUCH UPON THEM. {6:14} AND HE THAT CANNOT PUT TO DEATH ONE THAT OFFENDETH HIM HOLDETH A SCEPTRE, AS THOUGH HE WERE A JUDGE OF THE COUNTRY. {6:15} HE HATH ALSO IN HIS RIGHT HAND A DAGGER AND AN AX: BUT CANNOT DELIVER HIMSELF FROM WAR AND THIEVES. {6:16} WHEREBY THEY ARE KNOWN NOT TO BE GODS: THEREFORE, FEAR THEM NOT. {6:17} FOR LIKE AS A VESSEL THAT A MAN USETH IS NOTHING WORTH WHEN IT IS BROKEN; EVEN SO IT IS WITH THEIR GODS: WHEN THEY BE SET UP IN THE TEMPLE, THEIR EYES BE FULL OF DUST THROUGH THE FEET OF THEM THAT COME IN. {6:18} AND AS THE DOORS ARE MADE SURE ON EVERY SIDE UPON HIM THAT OFFENDETH THE KING, AS BEING COMMITTED TO SUFFER DEATH: EVEN SO THE PRIESTS MAKE FAST THEIR TEMPLES WITH DOORS, WITH LOCKS, AND BARS, LEST THEIR GODS BE SPOILED WITH ROBBERS. {6:19} THEY LIGHT THEM CANDLES, YEA, MORE THAN FOR THEMSELVES, WHEREOF THEY CANNOT SEE ONE. {6:20} THEY ARE AS ONE OF THE BEAMS OF THE TEMPLE, YET THEY SAY THEIR HEARTS ARE GNAWED UPON BY THINGS CREEPING OUT OF THE EARTH; AND WHEN THEY EAT THEM AND THEIR CLOTHES, THEY FEEL IT NOT. {6:21} THEIR FACES ARE BLACKED THROUGH THE SMOKE THAT COMETH OUT OF THE TEMPLE. {6:22} UPON THEIR BODIES AND HEADS SIT BATS, SWALLOWS, AND BIRDS, AND THE CATS ALSO. {6:23} BY THIS YE MAY KNOW THAT THEY ARE NO GODS: THEREFORE, FEAR THEM NOT. {6:24} NOTWITHSTANDING THE GOLD THAT IS ABOUT THEM TO MAKE THEM BEAUTIFUL, EXCEPT THEY WIPE OFF THE RUST, THEY WILL NOT SHINE: FOR NEITHER WHEN THEY WERE MOLTEN, DID THEY FEEL IT. {6:25} THE THINGS WHEREIN THERE IS NO BREATH ARE BOUGHT FOR A MOST HIGH PRICE. {6:26} THEY ARE BORNE UPON SHOULDERS, HAVING NO FEET WHEREBY THEY DECLARE UNTO MEN THAT THEY BE NOTHING WORTH. {6:27} THEY ALSO THAT SERVE THEM ARE ASHAMED: FOR IF THEY FALL TO THE GROUND AT ANY TIME, THEY CANNOT RISE UP AGAIN OF THEMSELVES: NEITHER, IF ONE SET THEM UPRIGHT, CAN THEY MOVE OF THEMSELVES: NEITHER, IF THEY BE BOWED DOWN, CAN THEY MAKE THEMSELVES STRAIGHT: BUT THEY SET GIFTS BEFORE THEM AS UNTO DEAD MEN. {6:28} AS FOR THE THINGS THAT ARE SACRIFICED UNTO THEM, THEIR PRIESTS SELL AND ABUSE; IN LIKE MANNER THEIR WIVES LAY UP PART THEREOF IN SALT; BUT UNTO THE POOR AND IMPOTENT THEY GIVE NOTHING OF IT. {6:29} MENSTRUOUS WOMEN AND WOMEN IN CHILDBED EAT THEIR SACRIFICES: BY THESE THINGS YE MAY KNOW THAT THEY ARE NO GODS: FEAR THEM NOT. {6:30} FOR HOW CAN THEY BE CALLED GODS? BECAUSE WOMEN SET MEAT BEFORE THE GODS OF SILVER, GOLD, AND WOOD. {6:31} AND THE PRIESTS SIT IN THEIR TEMPLES, HAVING THEIR CLOTHES RENT, AND THEIR HEADS AND BEARDS SHAVEN, AND NOTHING UPON THEIR HEADS. {6:32} THEY ROAR AND CRY BEFORE THEIR GODS, AS MEN DO AT THE FEAST WHEN ONE IS DEAD. {6:33} THE PRIESTS ALSO TAKE OFF THEIR GARMENTS, AND CLOTHE THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN. {6:34} WHETHER IT BE EVIL THAT ONE DOETH UNTO THEM, OR GOOD, THEY ARE NOT ABLE TO RECOMPENSE IT: THEY CAN NEITHER SET UP A KING, NOR PUT HIM DOWN. {6:35} IN LIKE MANNER, THEY CAN NEITHER GIVE RICHES NOR MONEY: THOUGH A MAN, MAKE A VOW UNTO THEM, AND KEEP IT NOT, THEY WILL NOT REQUIRE IT. {6:36} THEY CAN SAVE NO MAN FROM DEATH, NEITHER DELIVER THE WEAK FROM THE MIGHTY. {6:37} THEY CANNOT RESTORE A BLIND MAN TO HIS SIGHT, NOR HELP ANY MAN IN HIS DISTRESS. {6:38} THEY CAN SHEW NO MERCY TO THE WIDOW, NOR DO GOOD TO THE FATHERLESS. {6:39} THEIR GODS OF WOOD, AND WHICH ARE OVERLAID WITH GOLD AND SILVER, ARE LIKE THE STONES THAT BE HEWN OUT OF THE MOUNTAIN: THEY THAT WORSHIP THEM SHALL BE CONFOUNDED. {6:40} HOW SHOULD A MAN THEN THINK AND SAY THAT THEY ARE GODS, WHEN EVEN THE CHALDEANS THEMSELVES DISHONOUR THEM? {6:41} WHO IF THEY SHALL SEE ONE DUMB THAT CANNOT SPEAK, THEY BRING HIM, AND INTREAT BEL THAT HE MAY SPEAK, AS THOUGH HE WERE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND. {6:42} YET THEY CANNOT UNDERSTAND THIS THEMSELVES, AND LEAVE THEM: FOR THEY HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE. {6:43} THE WOMEN ALSO WITH CORDS ABOUT THEM, SITTING IN THE WAYS, BURN BRAN FOR PERFUME: BUT IF ANY OF THEM, DRAWN BY SOME THAT PASSETH BY, LIE WITH HIM, SHE REPROACHETH HER FELLOW, THAT SHE WAS NOT THOUGHT AS WORTHY AS HERSELF, NOR HER CORD BROKEN. {6:44} WHATSOEVER IS DONE AMONG THEM IS FALSE: HOW MAY IT THEN BE THOUGHT OR SAID THAT THEY ARE GODS? {6:45} THEY ARE MADE OF CARPENTERS AND GOLDSMITHS: THEY CAN BE NOTHING ELSE THAN THE WORKMEN WILL HAVE THEM TO BE. {6:46} AND THEY THEMSELVES THAT MADE THEM CAN NEVER CONTINUE LONG; HOW SHOULD THEN THE THINGS THAT ARE MADE OF THEM BE GODS? {6:47} FOR THEY LEFT LIES AND REPROACHES TO THEM THAT COME AFTER. {6:48} FOR WHEN THERE COMETH ANY WAR OR PLAGUE UPON THEM, THE PRIESTS CONSULT WITH THEMSELVES, WHERE THEY MAY BE HIDDEN WITH THEM. {6:49} HOW THEN CANNOT MEN PERCEIVE THAT THEY BE NO GODS, WHICH CAN NEITHER SAVE THEMSELVES FROM WAR, NOR FROM PLAGUE? {6:50} FOR SEEING THEY BE BUT OF WOOD, AND OVERLAID WITH SILVER AND GOLD, IT SHALL BE KNOWN HEREAFTER THAT THEY ARE FALSE: {6:51} AND IT SHALL MANIFESTLY APPEAR TO ALL NATIONS AND KINGS THAT THEY ARE NO GODS, BUT THE WORKS OF MEN’S HANDS, AND THAT THERE IS NO WORK OF GOD IN THEM.    {6:52} WHO THEN MAY NOT KNOW THAT THEY ARE NO GODS? {6:53} FOR NEITHER CAN THEY SET UP A KING IN THE LAND, NOR GIVE RAIN UNTO MEN. {6:54} NEITHER CAN THEY JUDGE THEIR OWN CAUSE, NOR REDRESS A WRONG, BEING UNABLE: FOR THEY ARE AS CROWS BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH. {6:55} WHEREUPON WHEN FIRE FALLETH UPON THE HOUSE OF GODS OF WOOD, OR LAID OVER WITH GOLD OR SILVER, THEIR PRIESTS WILL FLEE AWAY, AND ESCAPE; BUT THEY THEMSELVES SHALL BE BURNED ASUNDER LIKE BEAMS. {6:56} MOREOVER THEY CANNOT WITHSTAND ANY KING OR ENEMIES: HOW CAN IT THEN BE THOUGHT OR SAID THAT THEY BE GODS? {6:57} NEITHER ARE THOSE GODS OF WOOD, AND LAID OVER WITH SILVER OR GOLD, ABLE TO ESCAPE EITHER FROM THIEVES OR ROBBERS. {6:58} WHOSE GOLD, AND SILVER, AND GARMENTS WHEREWITH THEY ARE CLOTHED, THEY THAT ARE STRONG TAKE, AND GO AWAY WITHAL: NEITHER ARE THEY ABLE TO HELP THEMSELVES. {6:59} THEREFORE IT IS BETTER TO BE A KING THAT SHEWETH HIS POWER, OR ELSE A PROFITABLE VESSEL IN AN HOUSE, WHICH THE OWNER SHALL HAVE USE OF, THAN SUCH FALSE GODS; OR TO BE A DOOR IN AN HOUSE, TO KEEP SUCH THINGS THEREIN, THAN SUCH FALSE GODS. OR A PILLAR OF WOOD IN A A PALACE, THEN SUCH FALSE GODS. {6:60} FOR SUN, MOON, AND STARS, BEING BRIGHT AND SENT TO DO THEIR OFFICES, ARE OBEDIENT. {6:61} IN LIKE MANNER THE LIGHTNING WHEN IT BREAKETH FORTH IS EASY TO BE SEEN; AND AFTER THE SAME MANNER THE WIND BLOWETH IN EVERY COUNTRY. {6:62} AND WHEN GOD COMMANDETH THE CLOUDS TO GO OVER THE WHOLE WORLD, THEY DO AS THEY ARE BIDDEN. {6:63} AND THE FIRE SENT FROM ABOVE TO CONSUME HILLS AND WOODS DOETH AS IT IS COMMANDED: BUT THESE ARE LIKE UNTO THEM NEITHER IN SHEW NOR POWER. {6:64} WHEREFORE IT IS NEITHER TO BE SUPPOSED NOR SAID THAT THEY ARE GODS, SEEING, THEY ARE ABLE NEITHER TO JUDGE CAUSES, NOR TO DO GOOD UNTO MEN. {6:65} KNOWING THEREFORE THAT THEY ARE NO GODS, FEAR THEM NOT, {6:66} FOR THEY CAN NEITHER CURSE NOR BLESS KINGS: {6:67} NEITHER CAN THEY SHEW SIGNS IN THE HEAVENS AMONG THE HEATHEN, NOR SHINE AS THE SUN, NOR GIVE LIGHT AS THE MOON. {6:68} THE BEASTS ARE BETTER THAN THEY: FOR THEY CAN GET UNDER A COVER AND HELP THEMSELVES. {6:69} IT IS THEN BY NO MEANS MANIFEST UNTO US THAT THEY ARE GODS: THEREFORE, FEAR THEM NOT. {6:70} FOR AS A SCARECROW IN A GARDEN OF CUCUMBERS KEEPETH NOTHING: SO ARE THEIR GODS OF WOOD, AND LAID OVER WITH SILVER AND GOLD. {6:71} AND LIKEWISE THEIR GODS OF WOOD, AND LAID OVER WITH SILVER AND GOLD, ARE LIKE TO A WHITE THORN IN AN ORCHARD, THAT EVERY BIRD SITTETH UPON; AS ALSO TO A DEAD BODY, THAT IS EAST INTO THE DARK. {6:72} AND YE SHALL KNOW THEM TO BE NO GODS BY THE BRIGHT PURPLE THAT ROTTETH UPON THEN1: AND THEY THEMSELVES AFTERWARD SHALL BE EATEN, AND SHALL BE A REPROACH IN THE COUNTRY. {6:73} BETTER THEREFORE IS THE JUST MAN THAT HATH NONE IDOLS: FOR HE SHALL BE FAR FROM REPROACH. 
THE PRAYER OF AZARIAH 
{1:1} AND THEY WALKED IN THE MIDST OF THE FIRE, PRAISING GOD, AND BLESSING THE LORD. {1:2} THEN AZARIAS STOOD UP, AND PRAYED ON THIS MANNER; AND OPENING HIS MOUTH IN THE MIDST OF THE FIRE SAID, {1:3} BLESSED ART THOU, O LORD GOD OF OUR FATHERS: THY NAME IS WORTHY TO BE PRAISED AND GLORIFIED FOR EVERMORE: {1:4} FOR THOU ART RIGHTEOUS IN ALL THE THINGS THAT THOU HAST DONE TO US: YEA, TRUE ARE ALL THY WORKS, THY WAYS ARE RIGHT, AND ALL THY JUDGMENTS TRUTH. {1:5} IN ALL THE THINGS THAT THOU HAST BROUGHT UPON US, AND UPON THE HOLY CITY OF OUR FATHERS, EVEN JERUSALEM, THOU HAST EXECUTED TRUE JUDGMENT: FOR ACCORDING TO TRUTH AND JUDGMENT DIDST THOU BRING ALL THESE THINGS UPON US BECAUSE OF OUR SINS. {1:6} FOR WE HAVE SINNED AND COMMITTED INIQUITY, DEPARTING FROM THEE. {1:7} IN ALL THINGS HAVE WE TRESPASSED, AND NOT OBEYED THY COMMANDMENTS, NOR KEPT THEM, NEITHER DONE AS THOU HAST COMMANDED US, THAT IT MIGHT GO WELL WITH US. {1:8} WHEREFORE ALL THAT THOU HAST BROUGHT UPON US, AND EVERY THING THAT THOU HAST DONE TO US, THOU HAST DONE IN TRUE JUDGMENT. {1:9} AND THOU DIDST DELIVER US INTO THE HANDS OF LAWLESS ENEMIES, MOST HATEFUL FORSAKERS OF GOD, AND TO AN UNJUST KING, AND THE MOST WICKED IN ALL THE WORLD. {1:10} AND NOW WE CANNOT OPEN OUR MOUTHS, WE ARE BECOME A SHAME AND REPROACH TO THY SERVANTS; AND TO THEM THAT WORSHIP THEE. {1:11} YET DELIVER US NOT UP WHOLLY, FOR THY NAME’S SAKE, NEITHER DISANNUL THOU THY COVENANT: {1:12} AND CAUSE NOT THY MERCY TO DEPART FROM US, FOR THY BELOVED ABRAHAM’S SAKE, FOR THY SERVANT ISSAC’S SAKE, AND FOR THY HOLY ISRAEL’S SAKE; {1:13} TO WHOM THOU HAST SPOKEN AND PROMISED, THAT THOU WOULDEST MULTIPLY THEIR SEED AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN, AND AS THE SAND THAT LIETH UPON THE SEASHORE. {1:14} FOR WE, O LORD, ARE BECOME LESS THAN ANY NATION, AND BE KEPT UNDER THIS DAY IN ALL THE WORLD BECAUSE OF OUR SINS. {1:15} NEITHER IS THERE AT THIS TIME PRINCE, OR PROPHET, OR LEADER, OR BURNT OFFERING, OR SACRIFICE, OR OBLATION, OR INCENSE, OR PLACE TO SACRIFICE BEFORE THEE, AND TO FIND MERCY. {1:16} NEVERTHELESS IN A CONTRITE HEART AND A HUMBLE SPIRIT LET US BE ACCEPTED. {1:17} LIKE AS IN THE BURNT OFFERINGS OF RAMS AND BULLOCKS, AND LIKE AS IN TEN THOUSAND’S, OF FAT LAMBS: SO, LET OUR SACRIFICE BE IN THY SIGHT THIS DAY, AND GRANT THAT WE MAY WHOLLY GO AFTER THEE: FOR THEY SHALL NOT BE CONFOUNDED THAT PUT THEIR TRUST IN THEE. {1:18} AND NOW WE FOLLOW THEE WITH ALL OUR HEART, WE FEAR THEE, AND SEEK THY FACE. {1:19} PUT US NOT TO SHAME: BUT DEAL WITH US AFTER THY LOVINGKINDNESS, AND ACCORDING TO THE MULTITUDE OF THY MERCIES. {1:20} DELIVER US ALSO ACCORDING TO THY MARVELLOUS WORKS, AND GIVE GLORY TO THY NAME, O LORD: AND LET ALL THEM THAT DO THY SERVANTS HURT BE ASHAMED; {1:21} AND LET THEM BE CONFOUNDED IN ALL THEIR POWER AND MIGHT, AND LET THEIR STRENGTH BE BROKEN; {1:22} AND LET THEM KNOW THAT THOU ART GOD, THE ONLY GOD, AND GLORIOUS OVER THE WHOLE WORLD. {1:23} AND THE KING’S SERVANTS, THAT PUT THEM IN, CEASED NOT TO MAKE THE OVEN HOT WITH ROSIN, PITCH, TOW, AND SMALL WOOD; {1:24} SO THAT THE FLAME STREAMED FORTH ABOVE THE FURNACE FORTY AND NINE CUBITS. {1:25} AND IT PASSED THROUGH, AND BURNED THOSE CHALDEANS IT FOUND ABOUT THE FURNACE. {1:26} BUT THE ANGEL OF THE LORD CAME DOWN INTO THE OVEN TOGETHER WITH AZARIAS AND HIS FELLOWS, AND SMOTE THE FLAME OF THE FIRE OUT OF THE OVEN; {1:27} AND MADE THE MIDST OF THE FURNACE AS IT HAD BEEN A MOIST WHISTLING WIND, SO THAT THE FIRE TOUCHED THEM NOT AT ALL, NEITHER HURT NOR TROUBLED THEM. 
THE SONG OF THE THREE JEWS
{1:28} THEN THE THREE, AS OUT OF ONE MOUTH, PRAISED, GLORIFIED, AND BLESSED, GOD IN THE FURNACE, SAYING, {1:29} BLESSED ART THOU, O LORD GOD OF OUR FATHERS: AND TO BE PRAISED AND EXALTED ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:30} AND BLESSED IS THY GLORIOUS AND HOLY NAME: AND TO BE PRAISED AND EXALTED ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:31} BLESSED ART THOU IN THE TEMPLE OF THINE HOLY GLORY: AND TO BE PRAISED AND GLORIFIED ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:32} BLESSED ART THOU THAT BEHOLDEST THE DEPTHS, AND SITTEST UPON THE CHERUBIMS: AND TO BE PRAISED AND EXALTED ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:33} BLESSED ART THOU ON THE GLORIOUS THRONE OF THY KINGDOM: AND TO BE PRAISED AND GLORIFIED ABOVE ALL FOREVER. {1:34} BLESSED ART THOU IN THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN: AND ABOVE ALL TO BE PRAISED AND GLORIFIED FOREVER. {1:35} O ALL YE WORKS OF THE LORD, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER, {1:36} O YE HEAVENS, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:37} O YE ANGELS OF THE LORD, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:38} O ALL YE WATERS THAT BE ABOVE THE HEAVEN, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:39} O ALL YE POWERS OF THE LORD, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:40} O YE SUN AND MOON, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:41} O YE STARS OF HEAVEN, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:42} O EVERY SHOWER AND DEW, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:43} O ALL YE WINDS, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER, {1:44} O YE FIRE AND HEAT, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:45} O YE WINTER AND SUMMER, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:46} 0 YE DEWS AND STORMS OF SNOW, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:47} O YE NIGHTS AND DAYS, BLESS YE THE LORD: BLESS AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:48} O YE LIGHT AND DARKNESS, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:49} O YE ICE AND COLD, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:50} O YE FROST AND SNOW, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:51} O YE LIGHTNINGS AND CLOUDS, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:52} O LET THE EARTH BLESS THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:53} O YE MOUNTAINS AND LITTLE HILLS, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:54} O ALL YE THINGS THAT GROW IN THE EARTH, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:55} O YE MOUNTAINS, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:56} O YE SEAS AND RIVERS, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:57} O YE WHALES, AND ALL THAT MOVE IN THE WATERS, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:58} O ALL YE FOWLS OF THE AIR, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:59} O ALL YE BEASTS AND CATTLE, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:60} O YE CHILDREN OF MEN, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:61} O ISRAEL, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:62} O YE PRIESTS OF THE LORD, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:63} O YE SERVANTS OF THE LORD, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:64} O YE SPIRITS AND SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:65} O YE HOLY AND HUMBLE MEN OF HEART, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER. {1:66} O ANANIAS, AZARIAS, AND MISAEL, BLESS YE THE LORD: PRAISE AND EXALT HIM ABOVE ALL FOR EVER: FAR HE HATH DELIVERED US FROM HELL, AND SAVED US FROM THE HAND OF DEATH, AND DELIVERED US OUT OF THE MIDST OF THE FURNACE AND BURNING FLAME: EVEN OUT OF THE MIDST OF THE FIRE HATH HE DELIVERED US. {1:67} O GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD, BECAUSE HE IS GRACIOUS: FOR HIS MERCY ENDURETH FOR EVER. {1:68} O ALL YE THAT WORSHIP THE LORD, BLESS THE GOD OF GODS, PRAISE HIM, AND GIVE HIM THANKS: FOR HIS MERCY ENDURETH FOR EVER. 
THE HISTORY OF SUSANNA [IN DANIEL]
SET APART FROM THE BEGINNING OF DANIEL, BECAUSE IT IS NOT IN THE HEBREW, AS NEITHER THE NARRATION OF BEL AND THE DRAGON: {1:1} THERE DWELT A MAN IN BABYLON, CALLED JOACIM: {1:2} AND HE TOOK A WIFE, WHOSE NAME WAS SUSANNA, THE DAUGHTER OF CHELCIAS, A VERY FAIR WOMAN, AND ONE THAT FEARED THE LORD. {1:3} HER PARENTS ALSO WERE RIGHTEOUS, AND TAUGHT THEIR DAUGHTER ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MOSES. {1:4} NOW JOACIM WAS A GREAT RICH MAN, AND HAD A FAIR GARDEN JOINING UNTO HIS HOUSE: AND TO HIM RESORTED THE JEWS; BECAUSE HE WAS MORE HONOURABLE THAN ALL OTHERS. {1:5} THE SAME YEAR WERE APPOINTED TWO OF THE ANCIENTS OF THE PEOPLE TO BE JUDGES, SUCH AS THE LORD SPAKE OF, THAT WICKEDNESS CAME FROM BABYLON FROM ANCIENT JUDGES, WHO SEEMED TO GOVERN THE PEOPLE. {1:6} THESE KEPT MUCH AT JOACIM’S HOUSE: AND ALL THAT HAD ANY SUITS IN LAW CAME UNTO THEM. {1:7} NOW WHEN THE PEOPLE DEPARTED AWAY AT NOON, SUSANNA WENT INTO HER HUSBAND’S GARDEN TO WALK. {1:8} AND THE TWO ELDERS SAW HER GOING IN EVERY DAY, AND WALKING; SO THAT THEIR LUST WAS INFLAMED TOWARD HER. {1:9} AND THEY PERVERTED THEIR OWN MIND, AND TURNED AWAY THEIR EYES, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT LOOK UNTO HEAVEN, NOR REMEMBER JUST JUDGMENTS. {1:10} AND ALBEIT THEY BOTH WERE WOUNDED WITH HER LOVE, YET DURST NOT ONE SHOW ANOTHER HIS GRIEF. {1:11} FOR THEY WERE ASHAMED TO DECLARE THEIR LUST, THAT THEY DESIRED TO HAVE TO DO WITH HER. {1:12} YET THEY WATCHED DILIGENTLY FROM DAY TO DAY TO SEE HER. {1:13} AND THE ONE SAID TO THE OTHER, LET US NOW GO HOME: FOR IT IS DINNER TIME. {1:14} SO WHEN THEY WERE GONE OUT, THEY PARTED THE ONE FROM THE OTHER, AND TURNING BACK AGAIN THEY CAME TO THE SAME PLACE; AND AFTER THAT THEY HAD ASKED ONE ANOTHER THE CAUSE, THEY ACKNOWLEDGED THEIR LUST: THEN APPOINTED THEY A TIME BOTH TOGETHER, WHEN THEY MIGHT FIND HER ALONE. {1:15} AND IT FELL OUT, AS THEY WATCHED A FIT TIME, SHE WENT IN AS BEFORE WITH TWO MAIDS ONLY, AND SHE WAS DESIROUS TO WASH HERSELF IN THE GARDEN: FOR IT WAS HOT. {1:16} AND THERE WAS NO BODY THERE SAVE THE TWO ELDERS, THAT HAD, HID THEMSELVES, AND WATCHED HER. {1:17} THEN SHE SAID TO HER MAIDS, BRING ME OIL AND WASHING BALLS, AND SHUT THE GARDEN DOORS, THAT I MAY WASH ME. {1:18} AND THEY DID AS SHE BADE THEM, AND SHUT THE GARDEN DOORS, AND WENT OUT THEMSELVES AT PRIVY DOORS TO FETCH THE THINGS THAT SHE HAD COMMANDED THEM: BUT THEY SAW NOT THE ELDERS, BECAUSE THEY WERE HID. {1:19} NOW WHEN THE MAIDS WERE GONE FORTH, THE TWO ELDERS ROSE UP, AND RAN UNTO HER, SAYING, {1:20} BEHOLD, THE GARDEN DOORS ARE SHUT, THAT NO MAN CAN SEE US, AND WE ARE IN LOVE WITH THEE; THEREFORE, CONSENT UNTO US, AND LIE WITH US. {1:21} IF THOU WILT NOT, WE WILL BEAR WITNESS AGAINST THEE, THAT A YOUNG MAN WAS WITH THEE: AND THEREFORE, THOU DIDST SEND AWAY THY MAIDS FROM THEE. {1:22} THEN SUSANNA SIGHED, AND SAID, I AM STRAITENED ON EVERY SIDE: FOR IF I DO THIS THING, IT IS DEATH UNTO ME: AND IF I DO IT, NOT I CANNOT ESCAPE YOUR HANDS. {1:23} IT IS BETTER FOR ME TO FALL INTO YOUR HANDS, AND NOT DO IT, THAN TO SIN IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD. {1:24} WITH THAT SUSANNA CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE: AND THE TWO ELDERS CRIED OUT AGAINST HER. {1:25} THEN RAN THE ONE, AND OPENED THE GARDEN DOOR. {1:26} SO WHEN THE SERVANTS OF THE HOUSE HEARD THE CRY IN THE GARDEN, THEY RUSHED IN AT THE PRIVY DOOR, TO SEE WHAT WAS DONE UNTO HER. {1:27} BUT WHEN THE ELDERS HAD DECLARED THEIR MATTER, THE SERVANTS WERE GREATLY ASHAMED: FOR THERE WAS NEVER SUCH A REPORT MADE OF SUSANNA. {1:28} AND IT CAME TO PASS THE NEXT DAY, WHEN THE PEOPLE WERE ASSEMBLED TO HER HUSBAND JOACIM, THE TWO ELDERS CAME ALSO FULL OF MISCHIEVOUS IMAGINATION AGAINST SUSANNA TO PUT HER TO DEATH; {1:29} AND SAID BEFORE THE PEOPLE, SEND FOR SUSANNA, THE DAUGHTER OF CHELCIAS, JOACIM’S WIFE. AND SO, THEY SENT. {1:30} SO SHE CAME WITH HER FATHER AND MOTHER, HER CHILDREN, AND ALL HER KINDRED. {1:31} NOW SUSANNA WAS A VERY DELICATE WOMAN, AND BEAUTEOUS TO BEHOLD. {1:32} AND THESE WICKED MEN [MOTIVATED BY THE LADY VICTORIA CALLED BABYLON] COMMANDED TO UNCOVER HER FACE, (FOR SHE WAS COVERED) THAT THEY MIGHT BE FILLED WITH HER BEAUTY. {1:33} THEREFORE HER FRIENDS AND ALL THAT SAW HER WEPT. {1:34} THEN THE TWO ELDERS STOOD UP IN THE MIDST OF THE PEOPLE, AND LAID THEIR HANDS UPON HER HEAD. {1:35} AND SHE WEEPING LOOKED UP TOWARD HEAVEN: FOR HER HEART TRUSTED IN THE LORD. {1:36} AND THE ELDERS SAID, AS WE WALKED IN THE GARDEN ALONE, THIS WOMAN CAME IN WITH TWO MAIDS, AND SHUT THE GARDEN DOORS, AND SENT THE MAIDS AWAY. {1:37} THEN A YOUNG MAN, WHO THERE WAS HID, CAME UNTO HER, AND LAY WITH HER. {1:38} THEN WE THAT STOOD IN A CORNER OF THE GARDEN, SEEING THIS WICKEDNESS, RAN UNTO THEM. {1:39} AND WHEN WE SAW THEM TOGETHER, THE MAN WE COULD NOT HOLD: FOR HE WAS STRONGER THAN WE, AND OPENED THE DOOR, AND LEAPED OUT. {1:40} BUT HAVING TAKEN THIS WOMAN, WE ASKED WHO THE YOUNG MAN WAS, BUT SHE WOULD NOT TELL US: THESE THINGS DO WE TESTIFY. {1:41} THEN THE ASSEMBLY BELIEVED THEM AS THOSE THAT WERE THE ELDERS AND JUDGES OF THE PEOPLE: SO, THEY CONDEMNED HER TO DEATH. {1:42} THEN SUSANNA CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND SAID, O EVERLASTING GOD, THAT KNOWEST THE SECRETS, AND KNOWEST ALL THINGS BEFORE THEY BE: {1:43} THOU KNOWEST THAT THEY HAVE BORNE FALSE WITNESS AGAINST ME, AND, BEHOLD, I MUST DIE; WHEREAS I NEVER DID SUCH THINGS AS THESE MEN HAVE MALICIOUSLY INVENTED AGAINST ME. {1:44} AND THE LORD HEARD HER VOICE. {1:45} THEREFORE WHEN SHE WAS LED TO BE PUT TO DEATH, THE LORD RAISED UP THE HOLY SPIRIT OF A YOUNG YOUTH WHOSE NAME WAS DANIEL: {1:46} WHO CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, I AM CLEAR FROM THE BLOOD OF THIS WOMAN. {1:47} THEN ALL THE PEOPLE TURNED THEM TOWARD HIM, AND SAID, WHAT MEAN THESE WORDS THAT THOU HAST SPOKEN? {1:48} SO HE STANDING IN THE MIDST OF THEM SAID, ARE YE SUCH FOOLS, YE SONS OF ISRAEL, THAT WITHOUT EXAMINATION OR KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH YE HAVE CONDEMNED A DAUGHTER OF ISRAEL? {1:49} RETURN AGAIN TO THE PLACE OF JUDGMENT: FOR THEY HAVE BORNE FALSE WITNESS AGAINST HER. {1:50} WHEREFORE ALL THE PEOPLE TURNED AGAIN IN HASTE, AND THE ELDERS SAID UNTO HIM, COME, SIT DOWN AMONG US, AND SHEW IT US, SEEING GOD HATH GIVEN THEE THE HONOUR OF AN ELDER. {1:51} THEN SAID DANIEL UNTO THEM, PUT THESE TWO ASIDE ONE FAR FROM ANOTHER, AND I WILL EXAMINE THEM. {1:52} SO WHEN THEY WERE PUT ASUNDER ONE FROM ANOTHER, HE CALLED ONE OF THEM, AND SAID UNTO HIM, O THOU THAT ART WAXEN OLD IN WICKEDNESS, NOW THY SINS WHICH THOU HAST COMMITTED AFORETIME ARE COME TO LIGHT. {1:53} FOR THOU HAST PRONOUNCED FALSE JUDGMENT AND HAST CONDEMNED THE INNOCENT AND HAST LET THE GUILTY GO FREE; ALBEIT THE LORD SAITH, THE INNOCENT AND RIGHTEOUS SHALT THOU NOT SLAY. {1:54} NOW THEN, IF THOU HAST SEEN HER, TELL ME, UNDER WHAT TREE SAWEST THOU THEM COMPANYING TOGETHER? WHO ANSWERED, UNDER A MASTICK TREE. {1:55} AND DANIEL SAID, VERY WELL; THOU HAST LIED AGAINST THINE OWN HEAD; FOR EVEN NOW THE ANGEL OF GOD HATH RECEIVED THE SENTENCE OF GOD TO CUT THEE IN TWO. {1:56} SO HE PUT HIM ASIDE, AND COMMANDED TO BRING THE OTHER, AND SAID UNTO HIM, O THOU SEED OF CHANAAN, AND NOT OF JUDA, BEAUTY HATH DECEIVED THEE, AND LUST HATH PERVERTED THINE HEART. {1:57} THUS HAVE YE DEALT WITH THE DAUGHTERS OF ISRAEL, AND THEY FOR FEAR COMPANIED WITH YOU: BUT THE DAUGHTER OF JUDA WOULD NOT ABIDE YOUR WICKEDNESS. {1:58} NOW THEREFORE TELL ME, UNDER WHAT TREE DIDST THOU TAKE THEM COMPANYING TOGETHER? WHO ANSWERED, UNDER A HOLM TREE. {1:59} THEN SAID DANIEL UNTO HIM, WELL; THOU HAST ALSO LIED AGAINST THINE OWN HEAD: FOR THE ANGEL OF GOD WAITETH WITH THE SWORD TO CUT THEE IN TWO, THAT HE MAY DESTROY YOU. {1:60} WITH THAT ALL THE ASSEMBLY CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND PRAISED GOD, WHO SAVETH THEM THAT TRUST IN HIM. {1:61} AND THEY AROSE AGAINST THE TWO ELDERS, FOR DANIEL HAD CONVICTED THEM OF FALSE WITNESS BY THEIR OWN MOUTH: {1:62} AND ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF MOSES THEY DID UNTO THEM IN SUCH SORT AS THEY MALICIOUSLY INTENDED TO DO TO THEIR NEIGHBOUR: AND THEY PUT THEM TO DEATH. THUS, THE INNOCENT BLOOD WAS SAVED THE SAME DAY. {1:63} THEREFORE CHELCIAS AND HIS WIFE PRAISED GOD FOR THEIR DAUGHTER SUSANNA, WITH JOACIM HER HUSBAND, AND ALL THE KINDRED, BECAUSE THERE WAS NO DISHONESTY FOUND IN HER. {1:64} FROM THAT DAY FORTH WAS DANIEL HAD IN GREAT REPUTATION IN THE SIGHT OF THE PEOPLE. 
THE BOOK OF BEL AND THE DRAGON [IN DANIEL]
THE HISTORY OF THE DESTRUCTION OF BEL AND THE DRAGON, CUT OFF FROM THE END OF DANIEL: {1:1} AND KING ASTYAGES WAS GATHERED TO HIS FATHERS, AND CYRUS OF PERSIA RECEIVED HIS KINGDOM. {1:2} AND DANIEL CONVERSED WITH THE KING, AND WAS HONOURED ABOVE ALL HIS FRIENDS. {1:3} NOW THE BABYLONS HAD AN IDOL, CALLED BEL, AND THERE WERE SPENT UPON HIM EVERY DAY TWELVE GREAT MEASURES OF FINE FLOUR, AND FORTY SHEEP, AND SIX VESSELS OF WINE. {1:4} AND THE KING WORSHIPPED IT AND WENT DAILY TO ADORE IT: BUT DANIEL WORSHIPPED HIS OWN GOD. AND THE KING SAID UNTO HIM, WHY DOST NOT THOU WORSHIP BEL? {1:5} WHO ANSWERED AND SAID, BECAUSE I MAY NOT WORSHIP IDOLS MADE WITH HANDS, BUT THE LIVING GOD, WHO HATH CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AND HATH SOVEREIGNTY OVER ALL FLESH. {1:6} THEN SAID THE KING UNTO HIM, THINKEST THOU NOT THAT BEL IS A LIVING GOD? SEEST THOU NOT HOW MUCH HE EATETH AND DRINKETH EVERY DAY? {1:7} THEN DANIEL SMILED, AND SAID, O KING, BE NOT DECEIVED: FOR THIS IS BUT CLAY WITHIN, AND BRASS WITHOUT, AND DID NEVER EAT OR DRINK ANY THING. {1:8} SO THE KING WAS WROTH, AND CALLED FOR HIS PRIESTS, AND SAID UNTO THEM, IF YE TELL ME NOT WHO THIS IS THAT DEVOURETH THESE EXPENCES, YE SHALL DIE. {1:9} BUT IF YE CAN CERTIFY ME THAT BEL DEVOURETH THEM, THEN DANIEL SHALL DIE: FOR HE HATH SPOKEN BLASPHEMY AGAINST BEL. AND DANIEL SAID UNTO THE KING, LET IT BE ACCORDING TO THY WORD. {1:10} NOW THE PRIESTS OF BEL WERE THREESCORE AND TEN, BESIDE THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN. AND THE KING WENT WITH DANIEL INTO THE TEMPLE OF BEL. {1:11} SO BEL’S PRIESTS SAID, LO, WE GO OUT: BUT THOU, O KING, SET ON THE MEAT, AND MAKE READY THE WINE, AND SHUT THE DOOR FAST AND SEAL IT WITH THINE OWN SIGNET; {1:12} AND TO MORROW WHEN THOU COMEST IN, IF THOU FINDEST NOT THAT BEL HATH EATEN UP ALL, WE WILL SUFFER DEATH: OR ELSE DANIEL, THAT SPEAKETH FALSELY AGAINST US. {1:13} AND THEY LITTLE REGARDED IT: FOR UNDER THE TABLE THEY HAD MADE A PRIVY ENTRANCE, WHEREBY THEY ENTERED IN CONTINUALLY, AND CONSUMED THOSE THINGS. {1:14} SO WHEN THEY WERE GONE FORTH, THE KING SET MEATS BEFORE BEL. NOW DANIEL HAD COMMANDED HIS SERVANTS TO BRING ASHES, AND THOSE THEY STREWED THROUGHOUT ALL THE TEMPLE IN THE PRESENCE OF THE KING ALONE: THEN WENT THEY OUT, AND SHUT THE DOOR, AND SEALED IT WITH THE KING’S SIGNET, AND SO DEPARTED. {1:15} NOW IN THE NIGHT CAME THE PRIESTS WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, AS THEY WERE WONT TO DO, AND DID EAT AND DRINK UP ALL. {1:16} IN THE MORNING BETIME THE KING AROSE, AND DANIEL WITH HIM. {1:17} AND THE KING SAID, DANIEL, ARE THE SEALS WHOLE? AND HE SAID, YEA, O KING, THEY BE WHOLE. {1:18} AND AS SOON AS HE HAD OPENED THE DOUR, THE KING LOOKED UPON THE TABLE, AND CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, GREAT ART THOU, O BEL, AND WITH THEE IS NO DECEIT AT ALL. {1:19} THEN LAUGHED DANIEL, AND HELD THE KING THAT HE SHOULD NOT GO IN, AND SAID, BEHOLD NOW THE PAVEMENT, AND MARK WELL WHOSE FOOTSTEPS ARE THESE. {1:20} AND THE KING SAID, I SEE THE FOOTSTEPS OF MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN. AND THEN THE KING WAS ANGRY, {1:21} AND TOOK THE PRIESTS WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, WHO SHEWED HIM THE PRIVY DOORS, WHERE THEY CAME IN, AND CONSUMED SUCH THINGS AS WERE UPON THE TABLE. {1:22} THEREFORE THE KING SLEW THEM, AND DELIVERED BEL INTO DANIEL’S POWER, WHO DESTROYED HIM AND HIS TEMPLE. {1:23} AND IN THAT SAME PLACE THERE WAS A GREAT DRAGON, WHICH THEY OF BABYLON WORSHIPPED. {1:24} AND THE KING SAID UNTO DANIEL, WILT THOU ALSO SAY THAT THIS IS OF BRASS? LO, HE LIVETH, HE EATETH AND DRINKETH; THOU CANST NOT SAY THAT HE IS NO LIVING GOD: THEREFORE, WORSHIP HIM. {1:25} THEN SAID DANIEL UNTO THE KING, I WILL WORSHIP THE LORD MY GOD: FOR HE IS THE LIVING GOD. {1:26} BUT GIVE ME LEAVE, O KING, AND I SHALL SLAY THIS DRAGON WITHOUT SWORD OR STAFF. THE KING SAID, I GIVE THEE LEAVE. {1:27} THEN DANIEL TOOK PITCH, AND FAT, AND HAIR, AND DID SEETHE THEM TOGETHER, AND MADE LUMPS THEREOF: THIS HE PUT IN THE DRAGON’S MOUTH, AND SO THE DRAGON BURST IN SUNDER: AND DANIEL SAID, LO, THESE ARE THE GODS YE WORSHIP. {1:28} WHEN THEY OF BABYLON HEARD THAT, THEY TOOK GREAT INDIGNATION, AND CONSPIRED AGAINST THE KING, SAYING, THE KING IS BECOME A JEW, AND HE HATH DESTROYED BEL, HE HATH SLAIN THE DRAGON, AND PUT THE PRIESTS TO DEATH. {1:29} SO THEY CAME TO THE KING, AND SAID, DELIVER US DANIEL, OR ELSE WE WILL DESTROY THEE AND THINE HOUSE. {1:30} NOW WHEN THE KING SAW THAT THEY PRESSED HIM SORE, BEING CONSTRAINED, HE DELIVERED DANIEL UNTO THEM: {1:31} WHO CAST HIM INTO THE LIONS’ DEN: WHERE HE WAS SIX DAYS. {1:32} AND IN THE DEN THERE WERE SEVEN LIONS, AND THEY HAD GIVEN THEM EVERY DAY TWO CARCASES, AND TWO SHEEP: WHICH THEN WERE NOT GIVEN TO THEM, TO THE INTENT THEY MIGHT DEVOUR DANIEL. {1:33} NOW THERE WAS IN JEWRY A PROPHET, CALLED HABBACUC, WHO HAD MADE POTTAGE, AND HAD BROKEN BREAD IN A BOWL, AND WAS GOING INTO THE FIELD, FOR TO BRING IT TO THE REAPERS. {1:34} BUT THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SAID UNTO HABBACUC, GO, CARRY THE DINNER THAT THOU HAST INTO BABYLON UNTO DANIEL, WHO IS IN THE LIONS’ DEN. {1:35} AND HABBACUC SAID, LORD, I NEVER SAW BABYLON; NEITHER DO I KNOW WHERE THE DEN IS. {1:36} THEN THE ANGEL OF THE LORD TOOK HIM BY THE CROWN, AND BARE HIM BY THE HAIR OF HIS HEAD, AND THROUGH THE VEHEMENCY OF HIS SPIRIT SET HIM IN BABYLON OVER THE DEN. {1:37} AND HABBACUC CRIED, SAYING, O DANIEL, DANIEL, TAKE THE DINNER WHICH GOD HATH SENT THEE. {1:38} AND DANIEL SAID, THOU HAST REMEMBERED ME, O GOD: NEITHER HAST THOU FORSAKEN THEM THAT SEEK THEE AND LOVE THEE. {1:39} SO DANIEL AROSE, AND DID EAT: AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SET HABBACUC IN HIS OWN PLACE AGAIN IMMEDIATELY. {1:40} UPON THE SEVENTH DAY THE KING WENT TO BEWAIL DANIEL: AND WHEN HE CAME TO THE DEN, HE LOOKED IN, AND BEHOLD, DANIEL WAS SITTING. {1:41} THEN CRIED THE KING WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING, GREAT ART LORD GOD OF DANIEL, AND THERE IS NONE OTHER BESIDE THEE. {1:42} AND HE DREW HIM OUT, AND CAST THOSE THAT WERE THE CAUSE OF HIS DESTRUCTION INTO THE DEN: AND THEY WERE DEVOURED IN A MOMENT BEFORE HIS FACE. 
THE FIRST BOOK OF THE MACCABEES
{1:1} AND IT HAPPENED, AFTER THAT ALEXANDER SON OF PHILIP, THE MACEDONIAN, WHO CAME OUT OF THE LAND OF CHETTIIM, HAD SMITTEN DARIUS KING OF THE PERSIANS AND MEDES, THAT HE REIGNED IN HIS STEAD, THE FIRST OVER GREECE, {1:2} AND MADE MANY WARS, AND WON MANY STRONG HOLDS, AND SLEW THE KINGS OF THE EARTH, {1:3} AND WENT THROUGH TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, AND TOOK SPOILS OF MANY NATIONS, INSOMUCH THAT THE EARTH WAS QUIET BEFORE HIM; WHEREUPON HE WAS EXALTED AND HIS HEART WAS LIFTED UP. {1:4} AND HE GATHERED A MIGHTY STRONG HOST AND RULED OVER COUNTRIES, AND NATIONS, AND KINGS, WHO BECAME TRIBUTARIES UNTO HIM. {1:5} AND AFTER THESE THINGS HE FELL SICK, AND PERCEIVED THAT HE SHOULD DIE. {1:6} WHEREFORE HE CALLED HIS SERVANTS, SUCH AS WERE HONOURABLE, AND HAD BEEN BROUGHT UP WITH HIM FROM HIS YOUTH, AND PARTED HIS KINGDOM AMONG THEM, WHILE HE WAS YET ALIVE. {1:7} SO ALEXANDER REIGNED TWELVES YEARS, AND THEN DIED. {1:8} AND HIS SERVANTS, BARE RULE EVERY ONE IN HIS PLACE. {1:9} AND AFTER HIS DEATH THEY ALL PUT CROWNS UPON THEMSELVES; SO, DID THEIR SONS AFTER THEM MANY YEARS: AND EVILS WERE MULTIPLIED IN THE EARTH. {1:10} AND THERE CAME OUT OF THEM A WICKED ROOT ANTIOCHUS SURNAMED EPIPHANES, SON OF ANTIOCHUS THE KING, WHO HAD BEEN A HOSTAGE AT ROME, AND HE REIGNED IN THE HUNDRED AND THIRTY AND SEVENTH YEAR OF THE KINGDOM OF THE GREEKS. {1:11} IN THOSE DAYS WENT THERE OUT OF ISRAEL WICKED MEN, WHO PERSUADED MANY, SAYING, LET US GO AND MAKE A COVENANT WITH THE HEATHEN THAT ARE ROUND ABOUT US: FOR SINCE WE DEPARTED FROM THEM, WE HAVE HAD MUCH SORROW. {1:12} SO THIS DEVICE PLEASED THEM WELL. {1:13} THEN CERTAIN OF THE PEOPLE WERE SO FORWARD HEREIN, THAT THEY WENT TO THE KING, WHO GAVE THEM LICENCE TO DO AFTER THE ORDINANCES OF THE HEATHEN: {1:14} WHEREUPON THEY BUILT A PLACE OF EXERCISE AT JERUSALEM ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOMS OF THE HEATHEN: {1:15} AND MADE THEMSELVES UNCIRCUMCISED, AND FORSOOK THE HOLY COVENANT, AND JOINED THEMSELVES TO THE HEATHEN, AND WERE SOLD TO DO MISCHIEF. {1:16} NOW WHEN THE KINGDOM WAS ESTABLISHED BEFORE ANTIOCHUS, HE THOUGHT TO REIGN OVER EGYPT THAT HE MIGHT HAVE THE DOMINION OF TWO REALMS. {1:17} WHEREFORE HE ENTERED INTO EGYPT WITH A GREAT MULTITUDE, WITH CHARIOTS, AND ELEPHANTS, AND HORSEMEN, AND A GREAT NAVY, {1:18} AND MADE WAR AGAINST PTOLEMEE KING OF EGYPT: BUT PTOLEMEE WAS AFRAID OF HIM, AND FLED; AND MANY WERE WOUNDED TO DEATH. {1:19} THUS THEY GOT THE STRONG CITIES IN THE LAND OF EGYPT AND HE TOOK THE SPOILS THEREOF. {1:20} AND AFTER THAT ANTIOCHUS HAD SMITTEN EGYPT, HE RETURNED AGAIN IN THE HUNDRED FORTY AND THIRD YEAR, AND WENT UP AGAINST ISRAEL AND JERUSALEM WITH A GREAT MULTITUDE, {1:21} AND ENTERED PROUDLY INTO THE SANCTUARY, AND TOOK AWAY THE GOLDEN ALTAR, AND THE CANDLESTICK OF LIGHT, AND ALL THE VESSELS THEREOF, {1:22} AND THE TABLE OF THE SHEWBREAD, AND THE POURING VESSELS, AND THE VIALS. AND THE CENSERS OF GOLD, AND THE VEIL, AND THE CROWN, AND THE GOLDEN ORNAMENTS THAT WERE BEFORE THE TEMPLE, ALL WHICH HE PULLED OFF. {1:23} HE TOOK ALSO THE SILVER AND THE GOLD, AND THE PRECIOUS VESSELS: ALSO, HE TOOK THE HIDDEN TREASURES WHICH HE FOUND. {1:24} AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN ALL AWAY, HE WENT INTO HIS OWN LAND, HAVING MADE A GREAT MASSACRE, AND SPOKEN VERY PROUDLY. {1:25} THEREFORE THERE WAS A GREAT MOURNING IN ISRAEL, IN EVERY PLACE WHERE THEY WERE; {1:26} SO THAT THE PRINCES AND ELDERS MOURNED, THE VIRGINS AND YOUNG MEN WERE MADE FEEBLE, AND THE BEAUTY OF WOMEN WAS CHANGED. {1:27} EVERY BRIDEGROOM TOOK UP LAMENTATION, AND SHE THAT SAT IN THE MARRIAGE CHAMBER WAS IN HEAVINESS, {1:28} THE LAND ALSO WAS MOVED FOR THE INHABITANTS THEREOF, AND ALL THE HOUSE OF JACOB WAS COVERED WITH CONFUSION. {1:29} AND AFTER TWO YEARS FULLY EXPIRED THE KING SENT HIS CHIEF COLLECTOR OF TRIBUTE UNTO THE CITIES OF JUDA, WHO CAME UNTO JERUSALEM WITH A GREAT MULTITUDE, {1:30} AND SPAKE PEACEABLE WORDS UNTO THEM, BUT ALL WAS DECEIT: FOR WHEN THEY HAD GIVEN HIM CREDENCE, HE FELL SUDDENLY UPON THE CITY, AND SMOTE IT VERY SORE, AND DESTROYED MUCH PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. {1:31} AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE SPOILS OF THE CITY, HE SET IT ON FIRE, AND PULLED DOWN THE HOUSES AND WALLS THEREOF ON EVERY SIDE. {1:32} BUT THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN TOOK THEY CAPTIVE, AND POSSESSED THE CATTLE. {1:33} THEN BUILDED THEY THE CITY OF DAVID WITH A GREAT AND STRONG WALL, AND WITH MIGHTY TOWERS, AND MADE IT A STRONG HOLD FOR THEM. {1:34} AND THEY PUT THEREIN A SINFUL NATION, WICKED MEN, AND FORTIFIED THEMSELVES THEREIN. {1:35} THEY STORED IT ALSO WITH ARMOUR AND VICTUALS, AND WHEN THEY HAD GATHERED TOGETHER THE SPOILS OF JERUSALEM, THEY LAID THEM UP THERE, AND SO THEY BECAME A SORE SNARE: {1:36} FOR IT WAS A PLACE TO LIE IN WAIT AGAINST THE SANCTUARY, AND AN EVIL ADVERSARY TO ISRAEL. {1:37} THUS THEY SHED INNOCENT BLOOD ON EVERY SIDE OF THE SANCTUARY, AND DEFILED IT: {1:38} INSOMUCH THAT THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM FLED BECAUSE OF THEM: WHEREUPON THE CITY WAS MADE A HABITATION OF STRANGERS, AND BECAME STRANGE TO THOSE THAT WERE BORN IN HER; AND HER OWN CHILDREN LEFT HER. {1:39} HER SANCTUARY WAS LAID WASTE LIKE A WILDERNESS, HER FEASTS WERE TURNED INTO MOURNING, HER SABBATHS INTO REPROACH HER HONOUR INTO CONTEMPT. {1:40} AS HAD BEEN HER GLORY, SO WAS HER DISHONOUR INCREASED, AND HER EXCELLENCY WAS TURNED INTO MOURNING. {1:41} MOREOVER KING ANTIOCHUS WROTE TO HIS WHOLE KINGDOM, THAT ALL SHOULD BE ONE PEOPLE, {1:42} AND EVERY ONE SHOULD LEAVE HIS LAWS: SO, ALL THE HEATHEN AGREED ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF THE KING. {1:43} YEA, MANY ALSO OF THE ISRAELITES CONSENTED TO HIS RELIGION, AND SACRIFICED UNTO IDOLS, AND PROFANED THE SABBATH. {1:44} FOR THE KING HAD SENT LETTERS BY MESSENGERS UNTO JERUSALEM AND THE CITIES OF JUDA THAT THEY SHOULD FOLLOW THE STRANGE LAWS OF THE LAND, {1:45} AND FORBID BURNT OFFERINGS, AND SACRIFICE, AND DRINK OFFERINGS, IN THE TEMPLE; AND THAT THEY SHOULD PROFANE THE SABBATHS AND FESTIVAL DAYS: {1:46} AND POLLUTE THE SANCTUARY AND HOLY PEOPLE: {1:47} SET UP ALTARS, AND GROVES, AND CHAPELS OF IDOLS, AND SACRIFICE SWINE’S FLESH, AND UNCLEAN BEASTS: {1:48} THAT THEY SHOULD ALSO LEAVE THEIR CHILDREN UNCIRCUMCISED, AND MAKE THEIR SOULS ABOMINABLE WITH ALL MANNER OF UNCLEANNESS AND PROFANATION: {1:49} TO THE END THEY MIGHT FORGET THE LAW, AND CHANGE ALL THE ORDINANCES. {1:50} AND WHOSOEVER WOULD NOT DO ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF THE KING, HE SAID, HE SHOULD DIE. {1:51} IN THE SELFSAME MANNER WROTE HE TO HIS WHOLE KINGDOM, AND APPOINTED OVERSEERS OVER ALL THE PEOPLE, COMMANDING THE CITIES OF JUDA TO SACRIFICE, CITY BY CITY. {1:52} THEN MANY OF THE PEOPLE WERE GATHERED UNTO THEM, TO WIT EVERY ONE THAT FORSOOK THE LAW; AND SO, THEY COMMITTED EVILS IN THE LAND; {1:53} AND DROVE THE ISRAELITES INTO SECRET PLACES, EVEN WHERESOEVER THEY COULD FLEE FOR SUCCOUR. {1:54} NOW THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH CASLEU, IN THE HUNDRED FORTY AND FIFTH YEAR, THEY SET UP THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION UPON THE ALTAR, AND BUILDED IDOL ALTARS THROUGHOUT THE CITIES OF JUDA ON EVERY SIDE; {1:55} AND BURNT INCENSE AT THE DOORS OF THEIR HOUSES, AND IN THE STREETS. {1:56} AND WHEN THEY HAD RENT IN PIECES THE BOOKS OF THE LAW WHICH THEY FOUND, THEY BURNT THEM WITH FIRE. {1:57} AND WHOSOEVER WAS FOUND WITH ANY THE BOOK OF THE TESTAMENT, OR IF ANY COMMITTED TO THE LAW, THE KING’S COMMANDMENT WAS, THAT THEY SHOULD PUT HIM TO DEATH. {1:58} THUS DID THEY BY THEIR AUTHORITY UNTO THE ISRAELITES EVERY MONTH, TO AS MANY AS WERE FOUND IN THE CITIES. {1:59} NOW THE FIVE AND TWENTIETH DAY OF THE MONTH THEY DID SACRIFICE UPON THE IDOL ALTAR, WHICH WAS UPON THE ALTAR OF GOD. {1:60} AT WHICH TIME ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT THEY PUT TO DEATH CERTAIN WOMEN, THAT HAD CAUSED THEIR CHILDREN TO BE CIRCUMCISED. {1:61} AND THEY HANGED THE INFANTS ABOUT THEIR NECKS, AND RIFLED THEIR HOUSES, AND SLEW THEM THAT HAD CIRCUMCISED THEM. {1:62} HOWBEIT MANY IN ISRAEL WERE FULLY RESOLVED AND CONFIRMED IN THEMSELVES NOT TO EAT ANY UNCLEAN THING. {1:63} WHEREFORE THE RATHER TO DIE, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE DEFILED WITH MEATS, AND THAT THEY MIGHT NOT PROFANE THE HOLY COVENANT: SO, THEN THEY DIED. {1:64} AND THERE WAS VERY GREAT WRATH UPON ISRAEL.
{2:1} IN THOSE DAYS AROSE MATTATHIAS THE SON OF JOHN, THE SON OF SIMEON, A PRIEST OF THE SONS OF JOARIB, FROM JERUSALEM, AND DWELT IN MODIN. {2:2} AND HE HAD FIVE SONS, JOANNAN, CALLED CADDIS: {2:3} SIMON; CALLED THASSI: {2:4} JUDAS, WHO WAS CALLED MACCABEUS: {2:5} ELEAZAR, CALLED AVARAN: AND JONATHAN, WHOSE SURNAME WAS APPHUS. {2:6} AND WHEN HE SAW THE BLASPHEMIES THAT WERE COMMITTED IN JUDA AND JERUSALEM, {2:7} HE SAID, WOE IS ME! WHEREFORE WAS I BORN TO SEE THIS MISERY OF MY PEOPLE, AND OF THE HOLY CITY, AND TO DWELL THERE, WHEN IT WAS DELIVERED INTO THE HAND OF THE ENEMY, AND THE SANCTUARY INTO THE HAND OF STRANGERS?    {2:8} HER TEMPLE IS BECOME AS A MAN WITHOUT GLORY. {2:9} HER GLORIOUS VESSELS ARE CARRIED AWAY INTO CAPTIVITY, HER INFANTS ARE SLAIN IN THE STREETS, HER YOUNG MEN WITH THE SWORD OF THE ENEMY. {2:10} WHAT NATION HATH NOT HAD A PART IN HER KINGDOM AND GOTTEN OF HER SPOILS? {2:11} ALL HER ORNAMENTS ARE TAKEN AWAY; OF A FREE WOMAN SHE IS BECOME A BONDSLAVE. {2:12} AND, BEHOLD, OUR SANCTUARY, EVEN OUR BEAUTY AND OUR GLORY, IS LAID WASTE, AND THE GENTILES HAVE PROFANED IT. {2:13} TO WHAT END THEREFORE SHALL WE LIVE ANY LONGER? {2:14} THEN MATTATHIAS AND HIS SONS RENT THEIR CLOTHES, AND PUT ON SACKCLOTH, AND MOURNED VERY SORE. {2:15} IN THE MEAN WHILE THE KING’S OFFICERS, SUCH AS COMPELLED THE PEOPLE TO REVOLT, CAME INTO THE CITY MODIN, TO MAKE THEM SACRIFICE. {2:16} AND WHEN MANY OF ISRAEL CAME UNTO THEM, MATTATHIAS ALSO AND HIS SONS CAME TOGETHER. {2:17} THEN ANSWERED THE KING’S OFFICERS, AND SAID TO MATTATHIAS ON THIS WISE, THOU ART A RULER, AND AN HONOURABLE AND GREAT MAN IN THIS CITY, AND STRENGTHENED WITH SONS AND BRETHREN: {2:18} NOW THEREFORE COME THOU FIRST, AND FULFIL THE KING’S COMMANDMENT, LIKE AS ALL THE HEATHEN HAVE DONE, YEA, AND THE MEN OF JUDA ALSO, AND SUCH AS REMAIN AT JERUSALEM: SO SHALT THOU AND THY HOUSE BE IN THE NUMBER OF THE KING’S FRIENDS, AND THOU AND THY CHILDREN SHALL BE HONOURED WITH SILVER AND GOLD, AND MANY REWARDS. {2:19} THEN MATTATHIAS ANSWERED AND SPAKE WITH A LOUD VOICE, THOUGH ALL THE NATIONS THAT ARE UNDER THE KING’S DOMINION OBEY HIM, AND FALL AWAY EVERY ONE FROM THE RELIGION OF THEIR FATHERS, AND GIVE CONSENT TO HIS COMMANDMENTS: {2:20} YET WILL I AND MY SONS AND MY BRETHREN WALK IN THE COVENANT OF OUR FATHERS. {2:21} GOD FORBID THAT WE SHOULD FORSAKE THE LAW AND THE ORDINANCES. {2:22} WE WILL NOT HEARKEN TO THE KING’S WORDS, TO GO FROM OUR RELIGION, EITHER ON THE RIGHT HAND, OR THE LEFT. {2:23} NOW WHEN HE HAD LEFT SPEAKING THESE WORDS, THERE CAME ONE OF THE JEWS IN THE SIGHT OF ALL TO SACRIFICE ON THE ALTAR WHICH WAS AT MODIN, ACCORDING TO THE KING’S COMMANDMENT. {2:24} WHICH THING WHEN MATTATHIAS SAW, HE WAS INFLAMED WITH ZEAL, AND HIS REINS TREMBLED, NEITHER COULD HE FORBEAR TO SHEW HIS ANGER ACCORDING TO JUDGMENT: WHEREFORE HE RAN, AND SLEW HIM UPON THE ALTAR. {2:25} ALSO THE KING’S COMMISSIONER, WHO COMPELLED MEN TO SACRIFICE, HE KILLED AT THAT TIME, AND THE ALTAR HE PULLED DOWN. {2:26} THUS DEALT HE ZEALOUSLY FOR THE LAW OF GOD LIKE AS PHINEES DID UNTO ZAMBRI THE SON OF SALOM. {2:27} AND MATTATHIAS CRIED THROUGHOUT THE CITY WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING, WHOSOEVER IS ZEALOUS OF THE LAW, AND MAINTAINETH THE COVENANT, LET HIM FOLLOW ME. {2:28} SO HE AND HIS SONS FLED INTO THE MOUNTAINS, AND LEFT ALL THAT EVER THEY HAD IN THE CITY. {2:29} THEN MANY THAT SOUGHT, AFTER JUSTICE AND JUDGMENT WENT DOWN INTO THE WILDERNESS, TO DWELL THERE: {2:30} BOTH THEY, AND THEIR CHILDREN, AND THEIR WIVES; AND THEIR CATTLE; BECAUSE AFFLICTIONS INCREASED SORE UPON THEM. {2:31} NOW WHEN IT WAS TOLD THE KING’S SERVANTS, AND THE HOST THAT WAS AT JERUSALEM, IN THE CITY OF DAVID, THAT CERTAIN MEN, WHO HAD BROKEN THE KING’S COMMANDMENT, WERE GONE DOWN INTO THE SECRET PLACES IN THE WILDERNESS, {2:32} THEY PURSUED AFTER THEM A GREAT NUMBER, AND HAVING OVERTAKEN THEM, THEY CAMPED AGAINST THEM, AND MADE WAR AGAINST THEM ON THE SABBATH DAY. {2:33} AND THEY SAID UNTO THEM, LET THAT WHICH YE HAVE DONE HITHERTO SUFFICE; COME FORTH, AND DO ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF THE KING, AND YE SHALL LIVE. {2:34} BUT THEY SAID, WE WILL NOT COME FORTH, NEITHER WILL WE DO THE KING’S COMMANDMENT, TO PROFANE THE SABBATH DAY. {2:35} SO THEN THEY GAVE THEM THE BATTLE WITH ALL SPEED. {2:36} HOWBEIT THEY ANSWERED THEM NOT, NEITHER CAST THEY A STONE AT THEM, NOR STOPPED THE PLACES WHERE THEY LAY HID; {2:37} BUT SAID, LET US DIE ALL IN OUR INNOCENCY: HEAVEN AND EARTH WILL TESTIFY FOR US, THAT YE PUT US TO DEATH WRONGFULLY. {2:38} SO THEY ROSE UP AGAINST THEM IN BATTLE ON THE SABBATH, AND THEY SLEW THEM, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN AND THEIR CATTLE, TO THE NUMBER OF A THOUSAND PEOPLE. {2:39} NOW WHEN MATTATHIAS AND HIS FRIENDS UNDERSTOOD HEREOF, THEY MOURNED FOR THEM RIGHT SORE. {2:40} AND ONE OF THEM SAID TO ANOTHER, IF WE ALL DO AS OUR BRETHREN HAVE DONE, AND FIGHT NOT FOR OUR LIVES AND LAWS AGAINST THE HEATHEN, THEY WILL NOW QUICKLY ROOT US OUT OF THE EARTH. {2:41} AT THAT TIME THEREFORE THEY DECREED, SAYING, WHOSOEVER SHALL COME TO MAKE BATTLE WITH US ON THE SABBATH DAY, WE WILL FIGHT AGAINST HIM; NEITHER WILL WE DIE ALL, AS OUR BRETHREN THAT WERE MURDERED IM THE SECRET PLACES. {2:42} THEN CAME THERE UNTO HIM A COMPANY OF ASSIDEANS WHO WERE MIGHTY MEN OF ISRAEL, EVEN ALL SUCH AS WERE VOLUNTARILY DEVOTED UNTO THE LAW. {2:43} ALSO ALL THEY THAT FLED FOR PERSECUTION JOINED THEMSELVES UNTO THEM, AND WERE A STAY UNTO THEM. {2:44} SO THEY JOINED THEIR FORCES, AND SMOTE SINFUL MEN IN THEIR ANGER, AND WICKED MEN IN THEIR WRATH: BUT THE REST FLED TO THE HEATHEN FOR SUCCOUR. {2:45} THEN MATTATHIAS AND HIS FRIENDS WENT [A] ROUND ABOUT, AND PULLED DOWN THE ALTARS: {2:46} AND WHAT CHILDREN SOEVER THEY FOUND WITHIN THE COAST OF ISRAEL UNCIRCUMCISED, THOSE THEY CIRCUMCISED VALIANTLY. {2:47} THEY PURSUED ALSO AFTER THE PROUD MEN, AND THE WORK PROSPERED IN THEIR HAND. {2:48} SO THEY RECOVERED THE LAW OUT OF THE HAND OF THE GENTILES, AND OUT OF THE HAND OF KINGS, NEITHER SUFFERED THEY THE SINNER TO TRIUMPH. {2:49} NOW WHEN THE TIME DREW NEAR THAT MATTATHIAS SHOULD DIE, HE SAID UNTO HIS SONS, NOW HATH PRIDE AND REBUKE GOTTEN STRENGTH, AND THE TIME OF DESTRUCTION, AND THE WRATH OF INDIGNATION: {2:50} NOW THEREFORE, MY SONS, BE YE ZEALOUS FOR THE LAW, AND GIVE YOUR LIVES FOR THE COVENANT OF YOUR FATHERS. {2:51} CALL TO REMEMBRANCE WHAT ACTS OUR FATHERS DID IN THEIR TIME; SO, SHALL YE RECEIVE GREAT HONOUR AND AN EVERLASTING NAME. {2:52} WAS NOT ABRAHAM FOUND FAITHFUL IN TEMPTATION, AND IT WAS IMPUTED UNTO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS? {2:53} JOSEPH IN THE TIME OF HIS DISTRESS KEPT THE COMMANDMENT AND WAS MADE LORD OF EGYPT. {2:54} PHINEES OUR FATHER IN BEING ZEALOUS AND FERVENT OBTAINED THE COVENANT OF AN EVERLASTING PRIESTHOOD. {2:55} JESUS FOR FULFILLING THE WORD WAS MADE A JUDGE IN ISRAEL. {2:56} CALEB FOR BEARING WITNESS BEFORE THE CONGREGATION RECEIVED THE HERITAGE OF THE LAND. {2:57} DAVID FOR BEING MERCIFUL POSSESSED THE THRONE OF AN EVERLASTING KINGDOM. {2:58} ELIAS FOR BEING ZEALOUS AND FERVENT FOR THE LAW WAS TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN. {2:59} ANANIAS, AZARIAS, AND MISAEL, BY BELIEVING WERE SAVED OUT OF THE FLAME. {2:60} DANIEL FOR HIS INNOCENCY WAS DELIVERED FROM THE MOUTH OF LIONS. {2:61} AND THUS CONSIDER YE THROUGHOUT ALL AGES, THAT NONE THAT PUT THEIR TRUST IN HIM SHALL BE OVERCOME. {2:62} FEAR NOT THEN THE WORDS OF A SINFUL MAN: FOR HIS GLORY SHALL BE DUNG AND WORMS. {2:63} TO DAY HE SHALL BE LIFTED UP AND TO MORROW HE SHALL NOT BE FOUND, BECAUSE HE IS RETURNED INTO HIS DUST, AND HIS THOUGHT IS COME TO NOTHING. {2:64} WHEREFORE, YE MY SONS, BE VALIANT AND SHEW YOURSELVES MEN IN THE BEHALF OF THE LAW; FOR BY IT SHALL YE OBTAIN GLORY. {2:65} AND BEHOLD, I KNOW THAT YOUR BROTHER SIMON IS A MAN OF COUNSEL, GIVE EAR UNTO HIM ALWAY: HE SHALL BE A FATHER UNTO YOU. {2:66} AS FOR JUDAS MACCABEUS, HE HATH BEEN MIGHTY AND STRONG, EVEN FROM HIS YOUTH UP: LET HIM BE YOUR CAPTAIN, AND FIGHT THE BATTLE OF THE PEOPLE. {2:67} TAKE ALSO UNTO YOU ALL THOSE THAT OBSERVE THE LAW, AND AVENGE YE THE WRONG OF YOUR PEOPLE. {2:68} RECOMPENSE FULLY THE HEATHEN, AND TAKE HEED TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LAW. {2:69} SO HE BLESSED THEM, AND WAS GATHERED TO HIS FATHERS. {2:70} AND HE DIED IN THE HUNDRED FORTY AND SIXTH YEAR, AND HIS SONS BURIED HIM IN THE SEPULCHRES OF HIS FATHERS AT MODIN, AND ALL ISRAEL MADE GREAT LAMENTATION FOR HIM. 
{3:1} THEN HIS SON JUDAS, CALLED MACCABEUS, ROSE UP IN HIS STEAD. {3:2} AND ALL HIS BRETHREN HELPED HIM, AND SO DID ALL THEY THAT HELD WITH HIS FATHER, AND THEY FOUGHT WITH CHEERFULNESS THE BATTLE OF ISRAEL. {3:3} SO HE GAT HIS PEOPLE GREAT HONOUR, AND PUT ON A BREASTPLATE AS A GIANT, AND GIRT HIS WARLIKE HARNESS ABOUT HIM, AND HE MADE BATTLES, PROTECTING THE HOST WITH HIS SWORD. {3:4} IN HIS ACTS HE WAS LIKE A LION, AND LIKE A LION’S WHELP ROARING FOR HIS PREY. {3:5} FOR HE PURSUED THE WICKED, AND SOUGHT THEM OUT, AND BURNT UP THOSE THAT VEXED HIS PEOPLE. {3:6} WHEREFORE THE WICKED SHRUNK FOR FEAR OF HIM, AND ALL THE WORKERS OF INIQUITY WERE TROUBLED, BECAUSE SALVATION PROSPERED IN HIS HAND. {3:7} HE GRIEVED ALSO MANY KINGS, AND MADE JACOB GLAD WITH HIS ACTS, AND HIS MEMORIAL IS BLESSED FOR EVER. {3:8} MOREOVER HE WENT THROUGH THE CITIES OF JUDA, DESTROYING THE UNGODLY OUT OF THEM, AND TURNING AWAY WRATH FROM ISRAEL: {3:9} SO THAT HE WAS RENOWNED UNTO THE UTMOST PART OF THE EARTH, AND HE RECEIVED UNTO HIM SUCH AS WERE READY TO PERISH. {3:10} THEN APOLLONIUS GATHERED THE GENTILES TOGETHER, AND A GREAT HOST OUT OF SAMARIA, TO FIGHT AGAINST ISRAEL. {3:11} WHICH THING WHEN JUDAS PERCEIVED, HE WENT FORTH TO MEET HIM, AND SO HE SMOTE HIM, AND SLEW HIM: MANY ALSO FELL DOWN SLAIN, BUT THE REST FLED. {3:12} WHEREFORE JUDAS TOOK THEIR SPOILS, AND APOLLONIUS’ SWORD ALSO, AND THEREWITH HE FOUGHT ALL HIS LIFE LONG. {3:13} NOW WHEN SERON, A PRINCE OF THE ARMY OF SYRIA, HEARD SAY THAT JUDAS HAD GATHERED UNTO HIM A MULTITUDE AND COMPANY OF THE FAITHFUL TO GO OUT WITH HIM TO WAR; {3:14} HE SAID, I WILL GET ME A NAME AND HONOUR IN THE KINGDOM; FOR I WILL GO FIGHT WITH JUDAS AND THEM THAT ARE WITH HIM, WHO DESPISE THE KING’S COMMANDMENT. {3:15} SO HE MADE HIM READY TO GO UP, AND THERE WENT WITH HIM A MIGHTY HOST OF THE UNGODLY TO HELP HIM, AND TO BE AVENGED OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. {3:16} AND WHEN HE CAME NEAR TO THE GOING UP OF BETHHORON, JUDAS WENT FORTH TO MEET HIM WITH A SMALL COMPANY: {3:17} WHO, WHEN THEY SAW THE HOST COMING TO MEET THEM, SAID UNTO JUDAS, HOW SHALL WE BE ABLE, BEING SO FEW, TO FIGHT AGAINST SO GREAT A MULTITUDE AND SO STRONG, SEEING WE ARE READY TO FAINT WITH FASTING ALL THIS DAY? {3:18} UNTO WHOM JUDAS ANSWERED, IT IS NO HARD MATTER FOR MANY TO BE SHUT UP IN THE HANDS OF A FEW; AND WITH THE GOD OF HEAVEN IT IS ALL ONE, TO DELIVER WITH A GREAT MULTITUDE, OR A SMALL COMPANY: {3:19} FOR THE VICTORY OF BATTLE STANDETH NOT IN THE MULTITUDE OF A HOST; BUT STRENGTH COMETH FROM HEAVEN. {3:20} THEY COME AGAINST US IN MUCH PRIDE AND INIQUITY TO DESTROY US, AND OUR WIVES AND CHILDREN, AND TO SPOIL US: {3:21} BUT WE FIGHT FOR OUR LIVES AND OUR LAWS. {3:22} WHEREFORE THE LORD HIMSELF WILL OVERTHROW THEM BEFORE OUR FACE: AND AS FOR YOU, BE YE NOT AFRAID OF THEM. {3:23} NOW AS SOON AS HE HAD LEFT OFF SPEAKING, HE LEAPT SUDDENLY UPON THEM, AND SO SERON AND HIS HOST WAS OVERTHROWN BEFORE HIM. {3:24} AND THEY PURSUED THEM FROM THE GOING DOWN OF BETHHORON UNTO THE PLAIN, WHERE WERE SLAIN ABOUT EIGHT HUNDRED MEN OF THEM; AND THE RESIDUE FLED INTO THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES. {3:25} THEN BEGAN THE FEAR OF JUDAS AND HIS BRETHREN, AND AN EXCEEDING GREAT DREAD, TO FALL UPON THE NATIONS ROUND ABOUT THEM: {3:26} INSOMUCH AS HIS FAME CAME UNTO THE KING, AND ALL NATIONS TALKED OF THE BATTLES OF JUDAS. {3:27} NOW WHEN KING ANTIOCHUS HEARD THESE THINGS, HE WAS FULL OF INDIGNATION: WHEREFORE HE SENT AND GATHERED TOGETHER ALL THE FORCES OF HIS REALM, EVEN A VERY STRONG ARMY. {3:28} HE OPENED ALSO HIS TREASURE, AND GAVE HIS SOLDIERS PAY FOR A YEAR, COMMANDING THEM TO BE READY WHENSOEVER HE SHOULD NEED THEM. {3:29} NEVERTHELESS, WHEN HE SAW THAT THE MONEY OF HIS TREASURES FAILED AND THAT THE TRIBUTES IN THE COUNTRY WERE SMALL, BECAUSE OF THE DISSENSION AND PLAGUE, WHICH HE HAD BROUGHT UPON THE LAND IN TAKING AWAY THE LAWS WHICH HAD BEEN OF OLD TIME; {3:30} HE FEARED THAT HE SHOULD NOT BE ABLE TO BEAR THE CHARGES ANY LONGER, NOR TO HAVE SUCH GIFTS TO GIVE SO LIBERALLY AS HE DID BEFORE: FOR HE HAD ABOUNDED ABOVE THE KINGS THAT WERE BEFORE HIM. {3:31} WHEREFORE, BEING GREATLY PERPLEXED IN HIS MIND, HE DETERMINED TO GO INTO PERSIA, THERE TO TAKE THE TRIBUTES OF THE COUNTRIES, AND TO GATHER MUCH MONEY. {3:32} SO HE LEFT LYSIAS, A NOBLEMAN, AND ONE OF THE, BLOOD ROYAL, TO OVERSEE THE AFFAIRS OF THE KING FROM THE RIVER EUPHRATES UNTO THE BORDERS OF EGYPT: {3:33} AND TO BRING UP HIS SON ANTIOCHUS, UNTIL HE CAME AGAIN. {3:34} MOREOVER HE DELIVERED UNTO HIM THE HALF OF HIS FORCES, AND THE ELEPHANTS, AND GAVE HIM CHARGE OF ALL THINGS THAT HE WOULD HAVE DONE, AS ALSO CONCERNING THEM THAT DWELT IN JUDA AND JERUSALEM: {3:35} TO WIT, THAT HE SHOULD SEND AN ARMY AGAINST THEM, TO DESTROY AND ROOT OUT THE STRENGTH OF ISRAEL, AND THE REMNANT OF JERUSALEM, AND TO TAKE AWAY THEIR MEMORIAL FROM THAT PLACE; {3:36} AND THAT HE SHOULD PLACE STRANGERS IN ALL THEIR QUARTERS, AND DIVIDE THEIR LAND BY LOT. {3:37} SO THE KING TOOK THE HALF OF THE FORCES THAT REMAINED, AND DEPARTED FROM ANTIOCH, HIS ROYAL CITY, THE HUNDRED FORTY AND SEVENTH YEAR; AND HAVING PASSED THE RIVER EUPHRATES, HE WENT THROUGH THE HIGH COUNTRIES. {3:38} THEN LYSIAS CHOSE PTOLEMEE THE SON OF DORYMENES, NICANOR, AND GORGIAS, MIGHTY MEN OF THE KING’S FRIENDS: {3:39} AND WITH THEM HE SENT FORTY THOUSAND FOOTMEN, AND SEVEN THOUSAND HORSEMEN, TO GO INTO THE LAND OF JUDA, AND TO DESTROY IT, AS THE KING COMMANDED. {3:40} SO THEY WENT FORTH WITH ALL THEIR POWER, AND CAME AND PITCHED BY EMMAUS IN THE PLAIN COUNTRY. {3:41} AND THE MERCHANTS OF THE COUNTRY, HEARING THE FAME OF THEM, TOOK SILVER AND GOLD VERY MUCH, WITH SERVANTS, AND CAME INTO THE CAMP TO BUY THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL FOR SLAVES: A POWER ALSO OF SYRIA AND OF THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES JOINED THEMSELVES UNTO THEM. {3:42} NOW WHEN JUDAS AND HIS BRETHREN SAW THAT MISERIES WERE MULTIPLIED, AND THAT THE FORCES DID ENCAMP THEMSELVES IN THEIR BORDERS: FOR THEY KNEW HOW THE KING HAD GIVEN COMMANDMENT TO DESTROY THE PEOPLE, AND UTTERLY ABOLISH THEM; {3:43} THEY SAID ONE TO ANOTHER, LET US RESTORE THE DECAYED FORTUNE OF OUR PEOPLE, AND LET US FIGHT FOR OUR PEOPLE AND THE SANCTUARY. {3:44} THEN WAS THE CONGREGATION GATHERED TOGETHER, THAT THEY MIGHT BE READY FOR BATTLE, AND THAT THEY MIGHT PRAY, AND ASK MERCY AND COMPASSION. {3:45} NOW JERUSALEM LAY VOID AS A WILDERNESS, THERE WAS NONE OF HER CHILDREN THAT WENT IN OR OUT: THE SANCTUARY ALSO WAS TRODDEN DOWN, AND ALIENS KEPT THE STRONG HOLD; THE HEATHEN HAD THEIR HABITATION IN THAT PLACE; AND JOY WAS TAKEN FROM JACOB, AND THE PIPE WITH THE HARP CEASED. {3:46} WHEREFORE THE ISRAELITES ASSEMBLED THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND CAME TO MASPHA, OVER AGAINST JERUSALEM; FOR IN MASPHA WAS THE PLACE WHERE THEY PRAYED AFORETIME IN ISRAEL. {3:47} THEN THEY FASTED THAT DAY, AND PUT ON SACKCLOTH, AND CAST ASHES UPON THEIR HEADS, AND RENT THEIR CLOTHES, {3:48} AND LAID OPEN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, WHEREIN THE HEATHEN HAD SOUGHT TO PAINT THE LIKENESS OF THEIR IMAGES. {3:49} THEY BROUGHT ALSO THE PRIESTS’ GARMENTS, AND THE FIRSTFRUITS, AND THE TITHES: AND THE NAZARITES THEY STIRRED UP, WHO HAD ACCOMPLISHED THEIR DAYS. {3:50} THEN CRIED THEY WITH A LOUD VOICE TOWARD HEAVEN, SAYING, WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH THESE, AND WHITHER SHALL WE CARRY THEM AWAY? {3:51} FOR THY SANCTUARY IS TRODDEN DOWN AND PROFANED, AND THY PRIESTS ARE IN HEAVINESS, AND BROUGHT LOW. {3:52} AND LO, THE HEATHEN, ARE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER AGAINST US TO DESTROY US: WHAT THINGS THEY IMAGINE AGAINST US, THOU KNOWEST. {3:53} HOW SHALL WE BE ABLE TO STAND AGAINST THEM, EXCEPT THOU, O GOD, BE OUR HELP? {3:54} THEN SOUNDED THEY WITH TRUMPETS, AND CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE. {3:55} AND AFTER THIS JUDAS ORDAINED CAPTAINS OVER THE PEOPLE, EVEN CAPTAINS OVER THOUSANDS, AND OVER HUNDREDS, AND OVER FIFTIES, AND OVER TENS. {3:56} BUT AS FOR SUCH AS WERE BUILDING HOUSES, OR HAD BETROTHED WIVES, OR WERE PLANTING VINEYARDS, OR WERE FEARFUL, THOSE HE COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD RETURN, EVERY MAN TO HIS OWN HOUSE, ACCORDING TO THE LAW. {3:57} SO THE CAMP REMOVED, AND PITCHED UPON THE SOUTH SIDE OF EMMAUS. {3:58} AND JUDAS SAID, ARM YOURSELVES, AND BE VALIANT MEN, AND SEE THAT YE BE IN READINESS AGAINST THE MORNING, THAT YE MAY FIGHT WITH THESE NATIONS, THAT ARE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER AGAINST US TO DESTROY US AND OUR SANCTUARY: {3:59} FOR IT IS BETTER FOR US TO DIE IN BATTLE, THAN TO BEHOLD THE CALAMITIES OF OUR PEOPLE AND OUR SANCTUARY. {3:60} NEVERTHELESS, AS THE WILL OF GOD IS IN HEAVEN, SO LET HIM DO. 
{4:1} THEN TOOK GORGIAS FIVE THOUSAND FOOTMEN, AND A THOUSAND OF THE BEST HORSEMEN, AND REMOVED OUT OF THE CAMP BY NIGHT; {4:2} TO THE END HE MIGHT RUSH IN UPON THE CAMP OF THE JEWS, AND SMITE THEM SUDDENLY. AND THE MEN OF THE FORTRESS WERE HIS GUIDES. {4:3} NOW WHEN JUDAS HEARD THEREOF, HE HIMSELF REMOVED, AND THE VALIANT MEN WITH HIM, THAT HE MIGHT SMITE THE KING’S ARMY WHICH WAS AT EMMAUS, {4:4} WHILE AS YET THE FORCES WERE DISPERSED FROM THE CAMP. {4:5} IN THE MEAN SEASON CAME GORGIAS BY NIGHT INTO THE CAMP OF JUDAS: AND WHEN HE FOUND NO MAN THERE, HE SOUGHT THEM IN THE MOUNTAINS: FOR SAID HE, THESE FELLOWS FLEE FROM US {4:6} BUT AS SOON AS IT WAS DAY, JUDAS SHEWED HIMSELF IN THE PLAIN WITH THREE THOUSAND MEN, WHO NEVERTHELESS HAD NEITHER ARMOUR NOR SWORDS TO THEIR MINDS. {4:7} AND THEY SAW THE CAMP OF THE HEATHEN, THAT IT WAS STRONG AND WELL HARNESSED, AND COMPASSED ROUND ABOUT WITH HORSEMEN; AND THESE WERE EXPERT OF WAR. {4:8} THEN SAID JUDAS TO THE MEN THAT WERE WITH HIM, FEAR YE NOT THEIR MULTITUDE, NEITHER BE YE AFRAID OF THEIR ASSAULT. {4:9} REMEMBER HOW OUR FATHERS WERE DELIVERED IN THE RED SEA, WHEN PHARAOH PURSUED THEM WITH AN ARMY. {4:10} NOW THEREFORE LET US CRY UNTO HEAVEN, IF PERADVENTURE THE LORD WILL HAVE MERCY UPON US, AND REMEMBER THE COVENANT OF OUR FATHERS, AND DESTROY THIS HOST BEFORE OUR FACE THIS DAY: {4:11} THAT SO ALL THE HEATHEN MAY KNOW THAT THERE IS ONE WHO DELIVERETH AND SAVETH ISRAEL. {4:12} THEN THE STRANGERS LIFTED UP THEIR EYES, AND SAW THEM COMING OVER AGAINST THEM. {4:13} WHEREFORE THEY WENT OUT OF THE CAMP TO BATTLE; BUT THEY THAT WERE WITH JUDAS SOUNDED THEIR TRUMPETS. {4:14} SO THEY JOINED BATTLE, AND THE HEATHEN BEING DISCOMFITED FLED INTO THE PLAIN. {4:15} HOWBEIT ALL THE HINDMOST OF THEM WERE SLAIN WITH THE SWORD: FOR THEY PURSUED THEM UNTO GAZERA, AND UNTO THE PLAINS OF IDUMEA, AND AZOTUS, AND JAMNIA, SO THAT THERE WERE SLAIN OF THEM UPON A THREE THOUSAND MEN. {4:16} THIS DONE, JUDAS RETURNED AGAIN WITH HIS HOST FROM PURSUING THEM, {4:17} AND SAID TO THE PEOPLE, BE NOT GREEDY OF THE SPOIL INASMUCH AS THERE IS A BATTLE BEFORE US, {4:18} AND GORGIAS AND HIS HOST ARE HERE BY US IN THE MOUNTAIN: BUT STAND YE NOW AGAINST OUR ENEMIES, AND OVERCOME THEM, AND AFTER THIS YE MAY BOLDLY TAKE THE SPOILS. {4:19} AS JUDAS WAS YET SPEAKING THESE WORDS, THERE APPEARED A PART OF THEM LOOKING OUT OF THE MOUNTAIN: {4:20} WHO WHEN THEY PERCEIVED THAT THE JEWS HAD PUT THEIR HOST TO FLIGHT AND WERE BURNING THE TENTS; FOR THE SMOKE THAT WAS SEEN DECLARED WHAT WAS DONE: {4:21} WHEN THEREFORE THEY PERCEIVED THESE THINGS, THEY WERE SORE AFRAID, AND SEEING ALSO THE HOST OF JUDAS IN THE PLAIN READY TO FIGHT, {4:22} THEY FLED EVERY ONE INTO THE LAND OF STRANGERS. {4:23} THEN JUDAS RETURNED TO SPOIL THE TENTS, WHERE THEY GOT MUCH GOLD, AND SILVER, AND BLUE SILK, AND PURPLE OF THE SEA, AND GREAT RICHES. {4:24} AFTER THIS THEY WENT HOME, AND SUNG A SONG OF THANKSGIVING, AND PRAISED THE LORD IN HEAVEN: BECAUSE IT IS GOOD, BECAUSE HIS MERCY ENDURETH FOREVER. {4:25} THUS ISRAEL HAD A GREAT DELIVERANCE THAT DAY. {4:26} NOW ALL THE STRANGERS THAT HAD ESCAPED CAME AND TOLD LYSIAS WHAT HAD HAPPENED: {4:27} WHO, WHEN HE HEARD THEREOF, WAS CONFOUNDED AND DISCOURAGED, BECAUSE NEITHER SUCH THINGS AS HE WOULD WERE DONE UNTO ISRAEL, NOR SUCH THINGS AS THE KING COMMANDED HIM WERE COME TO PASS. {4:28} THE NEXT YEAR THEREFORE FOLLOWING LYSIAS GATHERED TOGETHER THREESCORE THOUSAND CHOICE MEN OF FOOT, AND FIVE THOUSAND HORSEMEN, THAT HE MIGHT SUBDUE THEM. {4:29} SO THEY CAME INTO IDUMEA, AND PITCHED THEIR TENTS AT BETHSURA, AND JUDAS MET THEM WITH TEN THOUSAND MEN. {4:30} AND WHEN HE SAW THAT MIGHTY ARMY, HE PRAYED AND SAID, BLESSED ART THOU, O SAVIOUR OF ISRAEL, WHO DIDST QUELL THE VIOLENCE OF THE MIGHTY MAN BY THE HAND OF THY SERVANT DAVID, AND GAVEST THE HOST OF STRANGERS INTO THE HANDS OF JONATHAN THE SON OF SAUL, AND HIS ARMOURBEARER; {4:31} SHUT UP THIS ARMY IN THE HAND OF THY PEOPLE ISRAEL, AND LET THEM BE CONFOUNDED IN THEIR POWER AND HORSEMEN: {4:32} MAKE THEM TO BE OF NO COURAGE, AND CAUSE THE BOLDNESS OF THEIR STRENGTH TO FALL AWAY, AND LET THEM QUAKE AT THEIR DESTRUCTION: {4:33} CAST THEM DOWN WITH THE SWORD OF THEM THAT LOVE THEE, AND LET ALL THOSE THAT KNOW THY NAME PRAISE THEE WITH THANKSGIVING. {4:34} SO THEY JOINED BATTLE; AND THERE WERE SLAIN OF THE HOST OF LYSIAS ABOUT FIVE THOUSAND MEN, EVEN BEFORE THEM WERE THEY SLAIN. {4:35} NOW WHEN LYSIAS SAW HIS ARMY PUT TO FLIGHT, AND THE MANLINESS OF JUDAS’ SOLDIERS, AND HOW THEY WERE READY EITHER TO LIVE OR DIE VALIANTLY, HE WENT INTO ANTIOCHIA, AND GATHERED TOGETHER A COMPANY OF STRANGERS, AND HAVING MADE HIS ARMY GREATER THAN IT WAS, HE PURPOSED TO COME AGAIN INTO JUDEA. {4:36} THEN SAID JUDAS AND HIS BRETHREN, BEHOLD, OUR ENEMIES ARE DISCOMFITED: LET US GO UP TO CLEANSE AND DEDICATE THE SANCTUARY. {4:37} UPON THIS ALL THE HOST ASSEMBLED THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND WENT UP INTO MOUNT SION. {4:38} AND WHEN THEY SAW THE SANCTUARY DESOLATE, AND THE ALTAR PROFANED, AND THE GATES BURNED UP, AND SHRUBS GROWING IN THE COURTS AS IN A FOREST, OR IN ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS, YEA, AND THE PRIESTS’ CHAMBERS PULLED DOWN; {4:39} THEY RENT THEIR CLOTHES, AND MADE GREAT LAMENTATION, AND CAST ASHES UPON THEIR HEADS, {4:40} AND FELL DOWN FLAT TO THE GROUND UPON THEIR FACES, AND BLEW AN ALARM WITH THE TRUMPETS, AND CRIED TOWARD HEAVEN. {4:41} THEN JUDAS APPOINTED CERTAIN MEN TO FIGHT AGAINST THOSE THAT WERE IN THE FORTRESS, UNTIL HE HAD CLEANSED THE SANCTUARY. {4:42} SO HE CHOSE PRIESTS OF BLAMELESS CONVERSATION, SUCH AS HAD PLEASURE IN THE LAW: {4:43} WHO CLEANSED THE SANCTUARY, AND BARE OUT THE DEFILED STONES INTO AN UNCLEAN PLACE. {4:44} AND WHEN AS THEY CONSULTED WHAT TO DO WITH THE ALTAR OF BURNT OFFERINGS, WHICH WAS PROFANED; {4:45} THEY THOUGHT IT BEST TO PULL IT DOWN, LEST IT SHOULD BE A REPROACH TO THEM, BECAUSE THE HEATHEN HAD DEFILED IT: WHEREFORE THEY PULLED IT DOWN, {4:46} AND LAID UP THE STONES IN THE MOUNTAIN OF THE TEMPLE IN A CONVENIENT PLACE, UNTIL THERE SHOULD COME A PROPHET TO SHEW WHAT SHOULD BE DONE WITH THEM. {4:47} THEN THEY TOOK WHOLE STONES ACCORDING TO THE LAW, AND BUILT A NEW ALTAR ACCORDING TO THE FORMER; {4:48} AND MADE UP THE SANCTUARY, AND THE THINGS THAT WERE WITHIN THE TEMPLE, AND HALLOWED THE COURTS. {4:49} THEY MADE ALSO NEW HOLY VESSELS, AND INTO THE TEMPLE THEY BROUGHT THE CANDLESTICK, AND THE ALTAR OF BURNT OFFERINGS, AND OF INCENSE, AND THE TABLE. {4:50} AND UPON THE ALTAR THEY BURNED INCENSE, AND THE LAMPS THAT WERE UPON THE CANDLESTICK THEY LIGHTED, THAT THEY MIGHT GIVE LIGHT IN THE TEMPLE. {4:51} FURTHERMORE THEY SET THE LOAVES UPON THE TABLE, AND SPREAD OUT THE VEILS, AND FINISHED ALL THE WORKS WHICH THEY HAD BEGUN TO MAKE. {4:52} NOW ON THE FIVE AND TWENTIETH DAY OF THE NINTH MONTH, WHICH IS CALLED THE MONTH CASLEU, IN THE HUNDRED FORTY AND EIGHTH YEAR, THEY ROSE UP BETIMES IN THE MORNING, {4:53} AND OFFERED SACRIFICE ACCORDING TO THE LAW UPON THE NEW ALTAR OF BURNT OFFERINGS, WHICH THEY HAD MADE. {4:54} LOOK, AT WHAT TIME AND WHAT DAY THE HEATHEN HAD PROFANED IT, EVEN IN THAT WAS IT DEDICATED WITH SONGS, AND CITHERNS, AND HARPS, AND CYMBALS. {4:55} THEN ALL THE PEOPLE FELL UPON THEIR FACES, WORSHIPPING AND PRAISING THE GOD OF HEAVEN, WHO HAD GIVEN THEM GOOD SUCCESS. {4:56} AND SO THEY KEPT THE DEDICATION OF THE ALTAR EIGHT DAYS AND OFFERED BURNT OFFERINGS WITH GLADNESS, AND SACRIFICED THE SACRIFICE OF DELIVERANCE AND PRAISE. {4:57} THEY DECKED ALSO THE FOREFRONT OF THE TEMPLE WITH CROWNS OF GOLD, AND WITH SHIELDS; AND THE GATES AND THE CHAMBERS THEY RENEWED, AND HANGED DOORS UPON THEM. {4:58} THUS WAS THERE VERY GREAT GLADNESS AMONG THE PEOPLE, FOR THAT THE REPROACH OF THE HEATHEN WAS PUT AWAY. {4:59} MOREOVER JUDAS AND HIS BRETHREN WITH THE WHOLE CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL ORDAINED, THAT THE DAYS OF THE DEDICATION OF THE ALTAR SHOULD BE KEPT IN THEIR SEASON FROM YEAR TO YEAR BY THE SPACE OF EIGHT DAYS, FROM THE FIVE AND TWENTIETH DAY OF THE MONTH CASLEU, WITH MIRTH AND GLADNESS. {4:60} AT THAT TIME ALSO THEY BUILDED UP THE MOUNT SION WITH HIGH WALLS AND STRONG TOWERS ROUND ABOUT, LEST THE GENTILES SHOULD COME AND TREAD IT DOWN AS THEY HAD DONE BEFORE. {4:61} AND THEY SET THERE A GARRISON TO KEEP IT, AND FORTIFIED BETHSURA TO PRESERVE IT; THAT THE PEOPLE MIGHT HAVE A DEFENCE AGAINST IDUMEA. 
{5:1} NOW WHEN THE NATIONS ROUND ABOUT HEARD THAT THE ALTAR WAS BUILT AND THE SANCTUARY RENEWED AS BEFORE, IT DISPLEASED THEM VERY MUCH. {5:2} WHEREFORE THEY THOUGHT TO DESTROY THE GENERATION OF JACOB THAT WAS AMONG THEM, AND THEREUPON THEY BEGAN TO SLAY AND DESTROY THE PEOPLE. {5:3} THEN JUDAS FOUGHT AGAINST THE CHILDREN OF ESAU IN IDUMEA AT ARABATTINE, BECAUSE THEY BESIEGED GAEL: AND HE GAVE THEM A GREAT OVERTHROW, AND ABATED THEIR COURAGE, AND TOOK THEIR SPOILS. {5:4} ALSO HE REMEMBERED THE INJURY OF THE CHILDREN OF BEAN, WHO HAD BEEN A SNARE AND AN OFFENCE UNTO THE PEOPLE, IN THAT THEY LAY IN WAIT FOR THEM IN THE WAYS. {5:5} HE SHUT THEM UP THEREFORE IN THE TOWERS, AND ENCAMPED AGAINST THEM, AND DESTROYED THEM UTTERLY, AND BURNED THE TOWERS OF THAT PLACE WITH FIRE, AND ALL THAT WERE THEREIN. {5:6} AFTERWARD HE PASSED OVER TO THE CHILDREN OF AMMON, WHERE HE FOUND A MIGHTY POWER, AND MUCH PEOPLE, WITH TIMOTHEUS THEIR CAPTAIN. {5:7} SO HE FOUGHT MANY BATTLES WITH THEM, TILL AT LENGTH THEY WERE DISCOMFITED BEFORE HIM; AND HE SMOTE THEM. {5:8} AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN JAZAR, WITH THE TOWNS BELONGING THERETO, HE RETURNED INTO JUDEA. {5:9} THEN THE HEATHEN THAT WERE AT GALAAD ASSEMBLED THEMSELVES TOGETHER AGAINST THE ISRAELITES THAT WERE IN THEIR QUARTERS, TO DESTROY THEM; BUT THEY FLED TO THE FORTRESS OF DATHEMA. {5:10} AND SENT LETTERS UNTO JUDAS AND HIS BRETHREN, THE HEATHEN THAT ARE ROUND ABOUT US ARE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER AGAINST US TO DESTROY US: {5:11} AND THEY ARE PREPARING TO COME AND TAKE THE FORTRESS WHEREUNTO WE ARE FLED, TIMOTHEUS BEING CAPTAIN OF THEIR HOST. {5:12} COME NOW THEREFORE, AND DELIVER US FROM THEIR HANDS, FOR MANY OF US ARE SLAIN: {5:13} YEA, ALL OUR BRETHREN THAT WERE IN THE PLACES OF TOBIE ARE PUT TO DEATH: THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN ALSO THEY HAVE CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVES, AND BORNE AWAY THEIR STUFF; AND THEY HAVE DESTROYED THERE ABOUT A THOUSAND MEN. {5:14} WHILE THESE LETTERS WERE YET READING, BEHOLD, THERE CAME OTHER MESSENGERS FROM GALILEE WITH THEIR CLOTHES RENT, WHO REPORTED ON THIS WISE, {5:15} AND SAID, THEY OF PTOLEMAIS, AND OF TYRUS, AND SIDON, AND ALL GALILEE OF THE GENTILES, ARE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER AGAINST US TO CONSUME US. {5:16} NOW WHEN JUDAS AND THE PEOPLE HEARD THESE WORDS, THERE ASSEMBLED A GREAT CONGREGATION TOGETHER, TO CONSULT WHAT THEY SHOULD DO FOR THEIR BRETHREN, THAT WERE IN TROUBLE, AND ASSAULTED OF THEM. {5:17} THEN SAID JUDAS UNTO SIMON HIS BROTHER, CHOOSE THEE OUT MEN, AND GO AND DELIVER THY BRETHREN THAT ARE IN GALILEE, FOR I AND JONATHAN MY BROTHER WILL GO INTO THE COUNTRY OF GALAAD. {5:18} SO HE LEFT JOSEPH THE SON OF ZACHARIAS, AND AZARIAS, CAPTAINS OF THE PEOPLE, WITH THE REMNANT OF THE HOST IN JUDEA TO KEEP IT. {5:19} UNTO WHOM HE GAVE COMMANDMENT, SAYING, TAKE YE THE CHARGE OF THIS PEOPLE, AND SEE THAT YE MAKE NOT WAR AGAINST THE HEATHEN UNTIL THE TIME THAT WE COME AGAIN. {5:20} NOW UNTO SIMON WERE GIVEN THREE THOUSAND MEN TO GO INTO GALILEE, AND UNTO JUDAS EIGHT THOUSAND MEN FOR THE COUNTRY OF GALAAD. {5:21} THEN WENT SIMON INTO GALILEE, WHERE HE FOUGHT MANY BATTLES WITH THE HEATHEN, SO THAT THE HEATHEN, WERE DISCOMFITED BY HIM. {5:22} AND HE PURSUED THEM UNTO THE GATE OF PTOLEMAIS; AND THERE WERE SLAIN OF THE HEATHEN ABOUT THREE THOUSAND MEN, WHOSE SPOILS HE TOOK. {5:23} AND THOSE THAT WERE IN GALILEE, AND IN ARBATTIS, WITH THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN, AND ALL THAT THEY HAD, TOOK HE AWAY WITH HIM, AND BROUGHT THEM INTO JUDEA WITH GREAT JOY. {5:24} JUDAS MACCABEUS ALSO AND HIS BROTHER JONATHAN WENT OVER JORDAN, AND TRAVELLED THREE DAYS’ JOURNEY IN THE WILDERNESS, {5:25} WHERE THEY MET WITH THE NABATHITES, WHO CAME UNTO THEM IN A PEACEABLE MANNER, AND TOLD THEM EVERY THING THAT HAD HAPPENED TO THEIR BRETHREN IN THE LAND OF GALAAD: {5:26} AND HOW THAT MANY OF THEM WERE SHUT UP IN BOSORA, AND BOSOR, AND ALEMA, CASPHOR, MAKED, AND CARNAIM; ALL THESE CITIES ARE STRONG AND GREAT: {5:27} AND THAT THEY WERE SHUT UP IN THE REST OF THE CITIES OF THE COUNTRY OF GALAAD, AND THAT AGAINST TO MORROW THEY HAD APPOINTED TO BRING THEIR HOST AGAINST THE FORTS, AND TO TAKE THEM, AND TO DESTROY THEM ALL IN ONE DAY. {5:28} HEREUPON JUDAS AND HIS HOST TURNED SUDDENLY BY THE WAY OF THE WILDERNESS UNTO BOSORA; AND WHEN HE HAD WON THE CITY, HE SLEW ALL THE MALES WITH THE EDGE OF THE SWORD, AND TOOK ALL THEIR SPOILS, AND BURNED THE CITY WITH FIRE, {5:29} FROM WHENCE HE REMOVED BY NIGHT, AND WENT TILL HE CAME TO THE FORTRESS. {5:30} AND BETIMES IN THE MORNING THEY LOOKED UP, AND, BEHOLD, THERE WAS AN INNUMERABLE PEOPLE BEARING LADDERS AND OTHER ENGINES OF WAR, TO TAKE THE FORTRESS: FOR THEY ASSAULTED THEM. {5:31} WHEN JUDAS THEREFORE SAW THAT THE BATTLE WAS BEGUN, AND THAT THE CRY OF THE CITY WENT UP TO HEAVEN, WITH TRUMPETS, AND A GREAT SOUND, {5:32} HE SAID UNTO HIS HOST, FIGHT THIS DAY FOR YOUR BRETHREN. {5:33} SO HE WENT FORTH BEHIND THEM IN THREE COMPANIES, WHO SOUNDED THEIR TRUMPETS, AND CRIED WITH PRAYER. {5:34} THEN THE HOST OF TIMOTHEUS, KNOWING THAT IT WAS MACCABEUS, FLED FROM HIM: WHEREFORE HE SMOTE THEM WITH A GREAT SLAUGHTER; SO THAT THERE WERE KILLED OF THEM THAT DAY ABOUT EIGHT THOUSAND MEN. {5:35} THIS DONE, JUDAS TURNED ASIDE TO MASPHA; AND AFTER HE HAD ASSAULTED IT, HE TOOK AND SLEW ALL THE MALES THEREIN, AND RECEIVED THE SPOILS THEREOF AND AND BURNT IT WITH FIRE. {5:36} FROM THENCE WENT HE, AND TOOK CASPHON, MAGED, BOSOR, AND THE OTHER CITIES OF THE COUNTRY OF GALAAD. {5:37} AFTER THESE THINGS GATHERED TIMOTHEUS ANOTHER HOST AND ENCAMPED AGAINST RAPHON BEYOND THE BROOK. {5:38} SO JUDAS SENT MEN TO ESPY THE HOST, WHO BROUGHT HIM WORD, SAYING, ALL THE HEATHEN THAT BE ROUND ABOUT US ARE ASSEMBLED UNTO THEM, EVEN A VERY GREAT HOST. {5:39} HE HATH ALSO HIRED THE ARABIANS TO HELP THEM AND THEY HAVE PITCHED THEIR TENTS BEYOND THE BROOK, READY TO COME AND FIGHT AGAINST THEE. UPON THIS JUDAS WENT TO MEET THEM. {5:40} THEN TIMOTHEUS SAID UNTO THE CAPTAINS OF HIS HOST, WHEN JUDAS AND HIS HOST COME NEAR THE BROOK, IF HE, PASS OVER FIRST UNTO US, WE SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO WITHSTAND HIM; FOR HE WILL MIGHTILY PREVAIL AGAINST US: {5:41} BUT IF HE BE AFRAID, AND CAMP BEYOND THE RIVER, WE SHALL GO OVER UNTO HIM, AND PREVAIL AGAINST HIM. {5:42} NOW WHEN JUDAS CAME NEAR THE BROOK, HE CAUSED THE SCRIBES OF THE PEOPLE TO REMAIN BY THE BROOK: UNTO WHOM HE GAVE COMMANDMENT, SAYING, SUFFER NO MAN TO REMAIN IN THE CAMP, BUT LET ALL COME TO THE BATTLE. {5:43} SO HE WENT FIRST OVER UNTO THEM, AND ALL THE PEOPLE AFTER HIM: THEN ALL THE HEATHEN, BEING DISCOMFITED BEFORE HIM, CAST AWAY THEIR WEAPONS, AND FLED UNTO THE TEMPLE THAT WAS AT CARNAIM. {5:44} BUT THEY TOOK THE CITY, AND BURNED THE TEMPLE WITH ALL THAT WERE THEREIN. THUS, WAS CARNAIM SUBDUED, NEITHER COULD THEY STAND ANY LONGER BEFORE JUDAS. {5:45} THEN JUDAS GATHERED TOGETHER ALL THE ISRAELITES THAT WERE IN THE COUNTRY OF GALAAD, FROM THE LEAST UNTO THE GREATEST, EVEN THEIR WIVES, AND THEIR CHILDREN, AND THEIR STUFF, A VERY GREAT HOST, TO THE END THEY MIGHT COME INTO THE LAND OF JUDEA. {5:46} NOW WHEN THEY CAME UNTO EPHRON, (THIS WAS A GREAT CITY IN THE WAY AS THEY SHOULD GO, VERY WELL FORTIFIED) THEY COULD NOT TURN FROM IT, EITHER ON THE RIGHT HAND OR THE LEFT, BUT MUST NEEDS PASS THROUGH THE MIDST OF IT. {5:47} THEN THEY OF THE CITY SHUT THEM OUT, AND STOPPED UP THE GATES WITH STONES. {5:48} WHEREUPON JUDAS SENT UNTO THEM IN PEACEABLE MANNER, SAYING, LET US PASS THROUGH YOUR LAND TO GO INTO OUR OWN COUNTRY, AND NONE SHALL DO YOU ANY HURT; WE WILL ONLY PASS THROUGH ON FOOT: HOWBEIT THEY WOULD NOT OPEN UNTO HIM. {5:49} WHEREFORE JUDAS COMMANDED A PROCLAMATION TO BE MADE THROUGHOUT THE HOST, THAT EVERY MAN SHOULD PITCH HIS TENT IN THE PLACE WHERE HE WAS. {5:50} SO THE SOLDIERS PITCHED, AND ASSAULTED THE CITY ALL THAT DAY AND ALL THAT NIGHT, TILL AT THE LENGTH THE CITY WAS DELIVERED INTO HIS HANDS: {5:51} WHO THEN SLEW ALL THE MALES WITH THE EDGE OF THE SWORD, AND RASED THE CITY, AND TOOK THE SPOILS THEREOF, AND PASSED THROUGH THE CITY OVER THEM THAT WERE SLAIN. {5:52} AFTER THIS, WENT THEY OVER JORDAN INTO THE GREAT PLAIN BEFORE BETHSAN. {5:53} AND JUDAS GATHERED TOGETHER THOSE THAT CAME BEHIND, AND EXHORTED THE PEOPLE ALL THE WAY THROUGH, TILL THEY CAME INTO THE LAND OF JUDEA. {5:54} SO THEY WENT UP TO MOUNT SION WITH JOY AND GLADNESS, WHERE THEY OFFERED BURNT OFFERINGS, BECAUSE NOT ONE OF THEM WERE SLAIN UNTIL THEY HAD RETURNED IN PEACE. {5:55} NOW WHAT TIME AS JUDAS AND JONATHAN WERE IN THE LAND OF GALAAD, AND SIMON HIS BROTHER IN GALILEE BEFORE PTOLEMAIS, {5:56} JOSEPH THE SON OF ZACHARIAS, AND AZARIAS, CAPTAINS OF THE GARRISONS, HEARD OF THE VALIANT ACTS AND WARLIKE DEEDS WHICH THEY HAD DONE. {5:57} WHEREFORE THEY SAID, LET US ALSO GET US A NAME, AND GO FIGHT AGAINST THE HEATHEN THAT ARE ROUND ABOUT US. {5:58} SO WHEN THEY HAD GIVEN CHARGE UNTO THE GARRISON THAT WAS WITH THEM, THEY WENT TOWARD JAMNIA. {5:59} THEN CAME GORGIAS AND HIS MEN OUT OF THE CITY TO FIGHT AGAINST THEM. {5:60} AND SO IT WAS, THAT JOSEPH AND AZARAS WERE PUT TO FLIGHT, AND PURSUED UNTO THE BORDERS OF JUDEA: AND THERE WERE SLAIN THAT DAY OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL ABOUT TWO THOUSAND MEN. {5:61} THUS WAS THERE A GREAT OVERTHROW AMONG THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT OBEDIENT UNTO JUDAS AND HIS BRETHREN, BUT THOUGHT TO DO SOME VALIANT ACT. {5:62} MOREOVER THESE MEN CAME NOT OF THE SEED OF THOSE, BY WHOSE HAND DELIVERANCE WAS GIVEN UNTO ISRAEL. {5:63} HOWBEIT THE MAN JUDAS AND HIS BRETHREN WERE GREATLY RENOWNED IN THE SIGHT OF ALL ISRAEL, AND OF ALL THE HEATHEN, WHERESOEVER THEIR NAME WAS HEARD OF; {5:64} INSOMUCH AS THE THE PEOPLE ASSEMBLED UNTO THEM WITH JOYFUL ACCLAMATIONS. {5:65} AFTERWARD WENT JUDAS FORTH WITH HIS BRETHREN, AND FOUGHT AGAINST THE CHILDREN OF ESAU IN THE LAND TOWARD THE SOUTH, WHERE HE SMOTE HEBRON, AND THE TOWNS THEREOF, AND PULLED DOWN THE FORTRESS OF IT, AND BURNED THE TOWERS THEREOF ROUND ABOUT. {5:66} FROM THENCE HE REMOVED TO GO INTO THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES, AND PASSED THROUGH SAMARIA. {5:67} AT THAT TIME CERTAIN PRIESTS, DESIROUS TO SHEW THEIR VALOUR, WERE SLAIN IN BATTLE, FOR THAT THEY WENT OUT TO FIGHT UNADVISEDLY. {5:68} SO JUDAS TURNED TO AZOTUS IN THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES, AND WHEN HE HAD PULLED DOWN THEIR ALTARS, AND BURNED THEIR CARVED IMAGES WITH FIRE, AND SPOILED THEIR CITIES, HE RETURNED INTO THE LAND OF JUDEA. 
{6:1} ABOUT THAT TIME KING ANTIOCHUS TRAVELLING THROUGH THE HIGH COUNTRIES HEARD SAY, THAT ELYMAIS IN THE COUNTRY OF PERSIA WAS A CITY GREATLY RENOWNED FOR RICHES, SILVER, AND GOLD; {6:2} AND THAT THERE WAS IN IT A VERY RICH TEMPLE, WHEREIN WERE COVERINGS OF GOLD, AND BREASTPLATES, AND SHIELDS, WHICH ALEXANDER, SON OF PHILIP, THE MACEDONIAN KING, WHO REIGNED FIRST AMONG THE GRECIANS, HAD LEFT THERE. {6:3} WHEREFORE HE CAME AND SOUGHT TO TAKE THE CITY, AND TO SPOIL IT; BUT HE WAS NOT ABLE, BECAUSE THEY OF THE CITY, HAVING HAD WARNING THEREOF, {6:4} ROSE UP AGAINST HIM IN BATTLE: SO, HE FLED, AND DEPARTED THENCE WITH GREAT HEAVINESS, AND RETURNED TO BABYLON. {6:5} MOREOVER THERE CAME ONE WHO BROUGHT HIM TIDINGS INTO PERSIA, THAT THE ARMIES, WHICH WENT AGAINST THE LAND OF JUDEA, WERE PUT TO FLIGHT: {6:6} AND THAT LYSIAS, WHO WENT FORTH FIRST WITH A GREAT POWER WAS DRIVEN AWAY OF THE JEWS; AND THAT THEY WERE MADE STRONG BY THE ARMOUR, AND POWER, AND STORE OF SPOILS, WHICH THEY HAD GOTTEN OF THE ARMIES, WHOM THEY HAD DESTROYED: {6:7} ALSO THAT THEY HAD PULLED DOWN THE ABOMINATION, WHICH HE HAD SET UP UPON THE ALTAR IN JERUSALEM, AND THAT THEY HAD COMPASSED ABOUT THE SANCTUARY WITH HIGH WALLS, AS BEFORE, AND HIS CITY BETHSURA. {6:8} NOW WHEN THE KING HEARD THESE WORDS, HE WAS ASTONISHED AND SORE MOVED: WHEREUPON HE LAID HIM DOWN UPON HIS BED, AND FELL SICK FOR GRIEF, BECAUSE IT HAD NOT BEFALLEN HIM AS HE LOOKED FOR. {6:9} AND THERE HE CONTINUED MANY DAYS: FOR HIS GRIEF WAS EVER MORE AND MORE, AND HE MADE ACCOUNT THAT HE SHOULD DIE. {6:10} WHEREFORE HE CALLED FOR ALL HIS FRIENDS, AND SAID UNTO THEM, THE SLEEP IS GONE FROM MINE EYES, AND MY HEART FAILETH FOR VERY CARE. {6:11} AND I THOUGHT WITH MYSELF, INTO WHAT TRIBULATION AM I COME, AND HOW GREAT A FLOOD OF MISERY IS IT, WHEREIN NOW I AM! FOR I WAS BOUNTIFUL AND BELOVED IN MY POWER. {6:12} BUT NOW I REMEMBER THE EVILS THAT I DID AT JERUSALEM, AND THAT I TOOK ALL THE VESSELS OF GOLD AND SILVER THAT WERE THEREIN, AND SENT TO DESTROY THE INHABITANTS OF JUDEA WITHOUT A CAUSE. {6:13} I PERCEIVE THEREFORE THAT FOR THIS CAUSE THESE TROUBLES ARE COME UPON ME, AND, BEHOLD, I PERISH THROUGH GREAT GRIEF IN A STRANGE LAND. {6:14} THEN CALLED HE FOR PHILIP, ONE OF HIS FRIENDS, WHO HE MADE RULER OVER ALL HIS REALM, {6:15} AND GAVE HIM THE CROWN, AND HIS ROBE, AND HIS SIGNET, TO THE END HE SHOULD BRING UP HIS SON ANTIOCHUS, AND NOURISH HIM UP FOR THE KINGDOM. {6:16} SO KING ANTIOCHUS DIED THERE IN THE HUNDRED FORTY AND NINTH YEAR. {6:17} NOW WHEN LYSIAS KNEW THAT THE KING WAS DEAD, HE SET UP ANTIOCHUS HIS SON, WHOM HE HAD BROUGHT UP BEING YOUNG, TO REIGN IN HIS STEAD, AND HIS NAME HE CALLED EUPATOR. {6:18} ABOUT THIS TIME THEY THAT WERE IN THE TOWER SHUT UP THE ISRAELITES ROUND ABOUT THE SANCTUARY, AND SOUGHT ALWAYS THEIR HURT, AND THE STRENGTHENING OF THE HEATHEN. {6:19} WHEREFORE JUDAS, PURPOSING TO DESTROY THEM, CALLED ALL THE PEOPLE TOGETHER TO BESIEGE THEM. {6:20} SO THEY CAME TOGETHER, AND BESIEGED THEM IN THE HUNDRED AND FIFTIETH YEAR, AND HE MADE MOUNTS FOR SHOT AGAINST THEM, AND OTHER ENGINES. {6:21} HOWBEIT CERTAIN OF THEM THAT WERE BESIEGED GOT FORTH, UNTO WHOM SOME UNGODLY MEN OF ISRAEL JOINED THEMSELVES: {6:22} AND THEY WENT UNTO THE KING, AND SAID, HOW LONG WILL IT BE ERE THOU EXECUTE JUDGMENT, AND AVENGE OUR BRETHREN? {6:23} WE HAVE BEEN WILLING TO SERVE THY FATHER, AND TO DO AS HE WOULD HAVE US, AND TO OBEY HIS COMMANDMENTS; {6:24} FOR WHICH CAUSE THEY OF OUR NATION BESIEGE THE TOWER, AND ARE ALIENATED FROM US: MOREOVER, AS MANY OF US AS THEY COULD LIGHT, ON THEY SLEW, AND SPOILED OUR INHERITANCE. {6:25} NEITHER HAVE THEY STRETCHED OUT THEIR HAND AGAINST US ONLY, BUT ALSO AGAINST THEIR BORDERS. {6:26} AND, BEHOLD, THIS DAY ARE THEY BESIEGING THE TOWER AT JERUSALEM, TO TAKE IT: THE SANCTUARY ALSO AND BETHSURA HAVE THEY FORTIFIED. {6:27} WHEREFORE IF THOU DOST NOT PREVENT THEM QUICKLY, THEY WILL DO THE GREATER THINGS THAN THESE, NEITHER SHALT THOU BE ABLE TO RULE THEM. {6:28} NOW WHEN THE KING HEARD THIS, HE WAS ANGRY, AND GATHERED TOGETHER ALL HIS FRIENDS, AND THE CAPTAINS OF HIS ARMY, AND THOSE THAT HAD CHARGE OF THE HORSE. {6:29} THERE CAME ALSO UNTO HIM FROM OTHER KINGDOMS, AND FROM ISLES OF THE SEA, BANDS OF HIRED SOLDIERS. {6:30} SO THAT THE NUMBER OF HIS ARMY WAS A HUNDRED THOUSAND FOOTMEN, AND TWENTY THOUSAND HORSEMEN, AND TWO AND THIRTY ELEPHANTS EXERCISED IN BATTLE. {6:31} THESE WENT THROUGH IDUMEA, AND PITCHED AGAINST BETHSURA, WHICH THEY ASSAULTED MANY DAYS, MAKING ENGINES OF WAR; BUT THEY OF BETHSURA CAME OUT, AND BURNED THEM WITH FIRE, AND FOUGHT VALIANTLY. {6:32} UPON THIS JUDAS REMOVED FROM THE TOWER, AND PITCHED IN BATHZACHARIAS, OVER AGAINST THE KING’S CAMP. {6:33} THEN THE KING RISING VERY EARLY MARCHED FIERCELY WITH HIS HOST TOWARD BATHZACHARIAS, WHERE HIS ARMIES MADE THEM READY TO BATTLE, AND SOUNDED THE TRUMPETS. {6:34} AND TO THE END THEY MIGHT PROVOKE THE ELEPHANTS TO FIGHT, THEY SHEWED THEM THE BLOOD OF GRAPES AND MULBERRIES. {6:35} MOREOVER THEY DIVIDED THE BEASTS AMONG THE ARMIES, AND FOR EVERY ELEPHANT THEY APPOINTED A THOUSAND MEN, ARMED WITH COATS OF MAIL, AND WITH HELMETS OF BRASS ON THEIR HEADS; AND BESIDE THIS, FOR EVERY BEAST WERE ORDAINED FIVE HUNDRED HORSEMEN OF THE BEST. {6:36} THESE WERE READY AT EVERY OCCASION: WHERESOEVER THE BEAST WAS, AND WHITHERSOEVER THE BEAST WENT, THEY WENT ALSO, NEITHER DEPARTED THEY FROM HIM. {6:37} AND UPON THE BEASTS WERE THERE STRONG TOWERS OF WOOD, WHICH COVERED EVERY ONE OF THEM, AND WERE GIRT FAST UNTO THEM WITH DEVICES: THERE WERE ALSO UPON EVERY ONE TWO AND THIRTY STRONG MEN, THAT FOUGHT UPON THEM, BESIDE THE INDIAN THAT RULED HIM. {6:38} AS FOR THE REMNANT OF THE HORSEMEN, THEY SET THEM ON THIS SIDE AND THAT SIDE AT THE TWO PARTS OF THE HOST GIVING THEM SIGNS WHAT TO DO, AND BEING HARNESSED ALL OVER AMIDST THE RANKS. {6:39} NOW WHEN THE SUN SHONE UPON THE SHIELDS OF GOLD AND BRASS, THE MOUNTAINS GLISTERED THEREWITH, AND SHINED LIKE LAMPS OF FIRE. {6:40} SO PART OF THE KING’S ARMY BEING SPREAD UPON THE HIGH MOUNTAINS, AND PART ON THE VALLEYS BELOW, THEY MARCHED ON SAFELY AND IN ORDER. {6:41} WHEREFORE ALL THAT HEARD THE NOISE OF THEIR MULTITUDE, AND THE MARCHING OF THE COMPANY, AND THE RATTLING OF THE HARNESS, WERE MOVED: FOR THE ARMY WAS VERY GREAT AND MIGHTY. {6:42} THEN JUDAS AND HIS HOST DREW NEAR, AND ENTERED INTO BATTLE, AND THERE WERE SLAIN OF THE KING’S ARMY SIX HUNDRED MEN. {6:43} ELEAZAR ALSO, SURNAMED SAVARAN, PERCEIVING THAT ONE OF THE BEASTS, ARMED WITH ROYAL HARNESS, WAS HIGHER THAN ALL THE REST, AND SUPPOSING THAT THE KING WAS UPON HIM, {6:44} PUT HIMSELF IN JEOPARDY, TO THE END HE MIGHT DELIVER HIS PEOPLE, AND GET HIM A PERPETUAL NAME: {6:45} WHEREFORE HE RAN UPON HIM COURAGEOUSLY THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE BATTLE, SLAYING ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON THE LEFT, SO THAT THEY WERE DIVIDED FROM HIM ON BOTH SIDES. {6:46} WHICH DONE, HE CREPT UNDER THE ELEPHANT, AND THRUST HIM UNDER, AND SLEW HIM: WHEREUPON THE ELEPHANT FELL DOWN UPON HIM, AND THERE HE DIED. {6:47} HOWBEIT THE REST OF THE JEWS SEEING THE STRENGTH OF THE KING, AND THE VIOLENCE OF HIS FORCES, TURNED AWAY FROM THEM. {6:48} THEN THE KING’S ARMY WENT UP TO JERUSALEM TO MEET THEM, AND THE KING PITCHED HIS TENTS AGAINST JUDEA, AND AGAINST MOUNT SION. {6:49} BUT WITH THEM THAT WERE IN BETHSURA HE MADE PEACE: FOR THEY CAME OUT OF THE CITY, BECAUSE THEY HAD NO VICTUALS THERE TO ENDURE THE SIEGE, IT BEING A YEAR OF REST TO THE LAND. {6:50} SO THE KING TOOK BETHSURA, AND SET A GARRISON THERE TO KEEP IT. {6:51} AS FOR THE SANCTUARY, HE BESIEGED IT MANY DAYS: AND SET, THERE ARTILLERY WITH ENGINES AND INSTRUMENTS TO CAST FIRE AND STONES, AND PIECES TO CAST DARTS AND SLINGS. {6:52} WHEREUPON THEY ALSO MADE ENGINES AGAINST THEIR ENGINES, AND HELD THEM BATTLE A LONG SEASON. {6:53} YET AT THE LAST, THEIR VESSELS BEING WITHOUT VICTUALS, (FOR THAT IT WAS THE SEVENTH YEAR, AND THEY IN JUDEA THAT WERE DELIVERED FROM THE GENTILES, HAD EATEN UP THE RESIDUE OF THE STORE;) {6:54} THERE WERE BUT A FEW, LEFT IN THE SANCTUARY, BECAUSE THE FAMINE DID SO PREVAIL AGAINST THEM, THAT THEY WERE FAIN TO DISPERSE THEMSELVES, EVERY MAN TO HIS OWN PLACE. {6:55} AT THAT TIME LYSIAS HEARD SAY, THAT PHILIP, WHOM ANTIOCHUS THE KING, WHILES HE LIVED, HAD APPOINTED TO BRING UP HIS SON ANTIOCHUS, THAT HE MIGHT BE KING, {6:56} WAS RETURNED OUT OF PERSIA AND MEDIA, AND THE KING’S HOST ALSO THAT WENT WITH HIM, AND THAT HE SOUGHT TO TAKE UNTO HIM THE RULING OF THE AFFAIRS. {6:57} WHEREFORE HE WENT IN ALL HASTE, AND SAID TO THE KING AND THE CAPTAINS OF THE HOST AND THE COMPANY, WE DECAY DAILY, AND OUR VICTUALS ARE BUT SMALL, AND THE PLACE WE LAY SIEGE UNTO IS STRONG, AND THE AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM LIE UPON US: {6:58} NOW THEREFORE LET US BE FRIENDS WITH THESE MEN, AND MAKE PEACE WITH THEM, AND WITH ALL THEIR NATION; {6:59} AND COVENANT WITH THEM, THAT THEY SHALL LIVE AFTER THEIR LAWS, AS THEY DID BEFORE: FOR THEY ARE THEREFORE DISPLEASED, AND HAVE DONE ALL THESE THINGS, BECAUSE WE ABOLISHED THEIR LAWS. {6:60} SO THE KING AND THE PRINCES WERE CONTENT: WHEREFORE HE SENT UNTO THEM TO MAKE PEACE; AND THEY ACCEPTED THEREOF. {6:61} ALSO THE KING AND THE PRINCES MADE AN OATH UNTO THEM: WHEREUPON THEY WENT OUT OF THE STRONG HOLD. {6:62} THEN THE KING ENTERED INTO MOUNT SION; BUT WHEN HE SAW THE STRENGTH OF THE PLACE, HE BROKE HIS OATH THAT HE HAD MADE, AND GAVE COMMANDMENT TO PULL DOWN THE WALL ROUND ABOUT. {6:63} AFTERWARD DEPARTED HE IN ALL HASTE, AND RETURNED UNTO ANTIOCHIA, WHERE HE FOUND PHILIP TO BE MASTER OF THE CITY: SO, HE FOUGHT AGAINST HIM, AND TOOK THE CITY BY FORCE. 
{7:1} IN THE HUNDRED AND ONE, AND FIFTIETH YEAR DEMETRIUS THE SON OF SELEUCUS DEPARTED FROM ROME, AND CAME UP WITH A FEW MEN UNTO A CITY OF THE SEA COAST, AND REIGNED THERE. {7:2} AND AS HE ENTERED INTO THE PALACE OF HIS ANCESTORS, SO IT WAS, THAT HIS FORCES HAD TAKEN ANTIOCHUS AND LYSIAS, TO BRING THEM UNTO HIM. {7:3} WHEREFORE, WHEN HE KNEW IT, HE SAID, LET ME NOT SEE THEIR FACES. {7:4} SO HIS HOST SLEW THEM. NOW WHEN DEMETRIUS WAS SET UPON THE THRONE OF HIS KINGDOM, {7:5} THERE CAME UNTO HIM ALL THE WICKED AND UNGODLY MEN OF ISRAEL, HAVING ALCIMUS, WHO WAS DESIROUS TO BE HIGH PRIEST, FOR THEIR CAPTAIN: {7:6} AND THEY ACCUSED THE PEOPLE TO THE KING, SAYING, JUDAS AND HIS BRETHREN HAVE SLAIN ALL THY FRIENDS, AND DRIVEN US OUT OF OUR OWN LAND. {7:7} NOW THEREFORE SEND SOME MAN WHOM THOU TRUSTEST, AND LET HIM GO AND SEE WHAT HAVOCK HE HATH MADE AMONG US, AND IN THE KING’S LAND, AND LET HIM PUNISH THEM WITH ALL THEM THAT AID THEM. {7:8} THEN THE KING CHOSE BACCHIDES, A FRIEND OF THE KING, WHO RULED BEYOND THE FLOOD, AND WAS A GREAT MAN IN THE KINGDOM, AND FAITHFUL TO THE KING, {7:9} AND HIM HE SENT WITH THAT WICKED ALCIMUS, WHOM HE MADE HIGH PRIEST, AND COMMANDED THAT HE SHOULD TAKE VENGEANCE OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. {7:10} SO THEY DEPARTED, AND CAME WITH A GREAT POWER INTO THE LAND OF JUDEA, WHERE THEY SENT MESSENGERS TO JUDAS AND HIS BRETHREN WITH PEACEABLE WORDS DECEITFULLY. {7:11} BUT THEY GAVE NO HEED TO THEIR WORDS; FOR THEY SAW THAT THEY WERE COME WITH A GREAT POWER. {7:12} THEN DID THERE ASSEMBLE UNTO ALCIMUS AND BACCHIDES A COMPANY OF SCRIBES, TO REQUIRE JUSTICE. {7:13} NOW THE ASSIDEANS WERE THE FIRST AMONG THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT SOUGHT PEACE OF THEM: {7:14} FOR SAID THEY, ONE THAT IS A PRIEST OF THE SEED OF AARON IS COME WITH THIS ARMY, AND HE WILL DO US NO WRONG. {7:15} SO HE SPAKE UNTO THEM, PEACEABLY, AND SWARE UNTO THEM, SAYING, WE WILL PROCURE THE HARM NEITHER OF YOU NOR YOUR FRIENDS. {7:16} WHEREUPON THEY BELIEVED HIM: HOWBEIT HE TOOK OF THEM THREESCORE MEN, AND SLEW THEM IN ONE DAY, ACCORDING TO THE WORDS WHICH HE WROTE, {7:17} THE FLESH OF THY SAINTS HAVE THEY CAST OUT, AND THEIR BLOOD HAVE THEY SHED ROUND ABOUT JERUSALEM, AND THERE WAS NONE TO BURY THEM. {7:18} WHEREFORE THE FEAR AND DREAD OF THEM FELL UPON ALL THE PEOPLE, WHO SAID, THERE IS NEITHER TRUTH NOR RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THEM; FOR THEY HAVE BROKEN THE COVENANT AND OATH THAT THEY MADE. {7:19} AFTER THIS, REMOVED BACCHIDES FROM JERUSALEM, AND PITCHED HIS TENTS IN BEZETH, WHERE HE SENT AND TOOK MANY OF THE MEN THAT HAD FORSAKEN HIM, AND CERTAIN OF THE PEOPLE ALSO, AND WHEN HE HAD SLAIN THEM, HE CAST THEM INTO THE GREAT PIT. {7:20} THEN COMMITTED HE THE COUNTRY TO ALCIMUS, AND LEFT WITH HIM A POWER TO AID HIM: SO BACCHIDES WENT TO THE KING.  {7:21} BUT ALCIMUS CONTENDED FOR THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD. {7:22} AND UNTO HIM RESORTED ALL SUCH AS TROUBLED THE PEOPLE, WHO, AFTER THEY HAD GOTTEN THE LAND OF JUDA INTO THEIR POWER, DID MUCH HURT IN ISRAEL. {7:23} NOW WHEN JUDAS SAW ALL THE MISCHIEF THAT ALCIMUS AND HIS COMPANY HAD DONE AMONG THE ISRAELITES, EVEN ABOVE THE HEATHEN, {7:24} HE WENT OUT INTO ALL THE COASTS OF JUDEA ROUND ABOUT, AND TOOK VENGEANCE OF THEM THAT HAD REVOLTED FROM HIM, SO THAT THEY DURST NO MORE GO FORTH INTO THE COUNTRY. {7:25} ON THE OTHER SIDE, WHEN ALCIMUS SAW THAT JUDAS AND HIS COMPANY HAD GOTTEN THE UPPER HAND, AND KNEW THAT HE WAS NOT ABLE TO ABIDE THEIR FORCE, HE WENT AGAIN TO THE KING, AND SAID ALL THE WORST OF THEM THAT HE COULD. {7:26} THEN THE KING SENT NICANOR, ONE OF HIS HONOURABLE PRINCES, A MAN THAT BARE DEADLY HATE UNTO ISRAEL, WITH COMMANDMENT TO DESTROY THE PEOPLE. {7:27} SO NICANOR CAME TO JERUSALEM WITH A GREAT FORCE; AND SENT UNTO JUDAS AND HIS BRETHREN DECEITFULLY WITH FRIENDLY WORDS, SAYING, {7:28} LET THERE BE NO BATTLE BETWEEN ME AND YOU; I WILL COME WITH A FEW MEN, THAT I MAY SEE YOU IN PEACE. {7:29} HE CAME THEREFORE TO JUDAS, AND THEY SALUTED ONE ANOTHER PEACEABLY. HOWBEIT THE ENEMIES WERE PREPARED TO TAKE AWAY JUDAS BY VIOLENCE. {7:30} WHICH THING AFTER IT WAS KNOWN TO JUDAS, TO WIT, THAT HE CAME UNTO HIM WITH DECEIT, HE WAS SORE AFRAID OF HIM, AND WOULD SEE HIS FACE NO MORE. {7:31} NICANOR ALSO, WHEN HE SAW THAT HIS COUNSEL WAS DISCOVERED, WENT OUT TO FIGHT AGAINST JUDAS BESIDE CAPHARSALAMA: {7:32} WHERE THERE WERE SLAIN OF NICANOR’S SIDE ABOUT FIVE THOUSAND MEN, AND THE REST FLED INTO THE CITY OF DAVID. {7:33} AFTER THIS WENT NICANOR UP TO MOUNT SION, AND THERE CAME OUT OF THE SANCTUARY CERTAIN OF THE PRIESTS AND CERTAIN OF THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE, TO SALUTE HIM PEACEABLY, AND TO SHEW HIM THE BURNT SACRIFICE THAT WAS OFFERED FOR THE KING. {7:34} BUT HE MOCKED THEM, AND LAUGHED AT THEM, AND ABUSED THEM SHAMEFULLY, AND SPAKE PROUDLY, {7:35} AND SWARE IN HIS WRATH, SAYING, UNLESS JUDAS AND HIS HOST BE NOW DELIVERED INTO MY HANDS, IF EVER I COME AGAIN IN SAFETY, I WILL BURN UP THIS HOUSE: AND WITH THAT HE WENT OUT IN A GREAT RAGE. {7:36} THEN THE PRIESTS ENTERED IN, AND STOOD BEFORE THE ALTAR AND THE TEMPLE, WEEPING, AND SAYING, {7:37} THOU, O LORD, DIDST CHOOSE THIS HOUSE TO BE CALLED BY THY NAME, AND TO BE A HOUSE OF PRAYER AND PETITION FOR THY PEOPLE: {7:38} BE AVENGED OF THIS MAN AND HIS HOST, AND LET THEM FALL BY THE SWORD: REMEMBER THEIR BLASPHEMIES, AND SUFFER THEM NOT TO CONTINUE ANY LONGER. {7:39} SO NICANOR WENT OUT OF JERUSALEM, AND PITCHED HIS TENTS IN BETHHORON, WHERE A HOST OUT OF SYRIA MET HIM. {7:40} BUT JUDAS PITCHED IN ADASA WITH THREE THOUSAND MEN, AND THERE HE PRAYED, SAYING, {7:41} O LORD, WHEN THEY THAT WERE SENT FROM THE KING OF THE ASSYRIANS BLASPHEMED, THINE ANGEL WENT OUT, AND SMOTE A HUNDRED FOURSCORE AND FIVE THOUSAND OF THEM. {7:42} EVEN SO DESTROY THOU THIS HOST BEFORE US THIS DAY, THAT THE REST MAY KNOW THAT HE HATH SPOKEN BLASPHEMOUSLY AGAINST THY SANCTUARY, AND JUDGE THOU HIM ACCORDING TO HIS WICKEDNESS. {7:43} SO THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH ADAR THE HOSTS JOINED BATTLE: BUT NICANOR’S HOST WAS DISCOMFITED, AND HE HIMSELF WAS FIRST SLAIN IN THE BATTLE. {7:44} NOW WHEN NICANOR’S HOST SAW THAT HE WAS SLAIN, THEY CAST AWAY THEIR WEAPONS, AND FLED. {7:45} THEN THEY PURSUED AFTER THEM A DAY’S JOURNEY, FROM ADASA UNTO GAZERA, SOUNDING AN ALARM AFTER THEM WITH THEIR TRUMPETS. {7:46} WHEREUPON THEY CAME FORTH OUT OF ALL THE TOWNS OF JUDEA ROUND ABOUT, AND CLOSED THEM IN; SO THAT THEY, TURNING BACK UPON THEM THAT PURSUED THEM, WERE ALL SLAIN WITH THE SWORD, AND NOT ONE OF THEM WAS LEFT. {7:47} AFTERWARDS THEY TOOK THE SPOILS, AND THE PREY, AND SMOTE OFF NICANORS HEAD, AND HIS RIGHT HAND, WHICH HE STRETCHED OUT SO PROUDLY, AND BROUGHT THEM AWAY, AND HANGED THEM UP TOWARD JERUSALEM. {7:48} FOR THIS CAUSE THE PEOPLE REJOICED GREATLY, AND THEY KEPT THAT DAY A DAY OF GREAT GLADNESS. {7:49} MOREOVER THEY ORDAINED TO KEEP YEARLY THIS DAY, BEING THE THIRTEENTH OF ADAR. {7:50} THUS THE LAND OF JUDA WAS IN REST A LITTLE WHILE. 
{8:1} NOW JUDAS HAD HEARD OF THE THE ROMANS, THAT THEY WERE MIGHTY AND VALIANT MEN, AND SUCH AS WOULD LOVINGLY ACCEPT ALL THAT JOINED THEMSELVES UNTO THEM, AND MAKE A LEAGUE OF AMITY WITH ALL THAT CAME UNTO THEM; {8:2} AND THAT THEY WERE MEN OF GREAT VALOUR. IT WAS TOLD HIM ALSO OF THEIR WARS AND NOBLE ACTS WHICH THEY HAD DONE AMONG THE GALATIANS, AND HOW THEY HAD CONQUERED THEM, AND BROUGHT THEM UNDER TRIBUTE; {8:3} AND WHAT THEY HAD DONE IN THE COUNTRY OF SPAIN, FOR THE WINNING OF THE MINES OF THE SILVER AND GOLD WHICH IS THERE; {8:4} AND THAT BY THEIR POLICY AND PATIENCE THEY HAD CONQUERED ALL THE PLACE, THOUGH IT WERE VERY FAR FROM THEM; AND THE KINGS ALSO THAT CAME AGAINST THEM FROM THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH, TILL THEY HAD DISCOMFITED THEM, AND GIVEN THEM A GREAT OVERTHROW, SO THAT THE REST DID GIVE THEM TRIBUTE EVERY YEAR: {8:5} BESIDE THIS, HOW THEY HAD DISCOMFITED IN BATTLE PHILIP, AND PERSEUS, KING OF THE CITIMS, WITH OTHERS THAT LIFTED UP THEMSELVES AGAINST THEM, AND HAD OVERCOME THEM: {8:6} HOW ALSO ANTIOCHUS THE GREAT KING OF ASIA, THAT CAME AGAINST THEM IN BATTLE, HAVING AN HUNDRED AND TWENTY ELEPHANTS, WITH HORSEMEN, AND CHARIOTS, AND A VERY GREAT ARMY, WAS DISCOMFITED BY THEM; {8:7} AND HOW THEY TOOK HIM ALIVE, AND COVENANTED THAT HE AND SUCH AS REIGNED AFTER HIM SHOULD PAY A GREAT TRIBUTE, AND GIVE HOSTAGES, AND THAT WHICH WAS AGREED UPON, {8:8} AND THE COUNTRY OF INDIA, AND MEDIA AND LYDIA AND OF THE GOODLIEST COUNTRIES, WHICH THEY TOOK OF HIM, AND GAVE TO KING EUMENES: {8:9} MOREOVER HOW THE GRECIANS HAD DETERMINED TO COME AND DESTROY THEM; {8:10} AND THAT THEY, HAVING KNOWLEDGE THEREOF SENT AGAINST THEM A CERTAIN CAPTAIN, AND FIGHTING WITH THEM SLEW MANY OF THEM, AND CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVES THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN, AND SPOILED THEM, AND TOOK POSSESSION OF THEIR LANDS, AND PULLED DOWN THEIR STRONG HOLDS, AND BROUGHT THEM TO BE THEIR SERVANTS UNTO THIS DAY: {8:11} IT WAS TOLD HIM BESIDES, HOW THEY DESTROYED AND BROUGHT UNDER THEIR DOMINION ALL OTHER KINGDOMS AND ISLES THAT AT ANY TIME RESISTED THEM; {8:12} BUT WITH THEIR FRIENDS AND SUCH AS RELIED UPON THEM THEY KEPT AMITY: AND THAT THEY HAD CONQUERED KINGDOMS BOTH FAR AND NIGH, INSOMUCH AS ALL THAT HEARD OF THEIR NAME WERE AFRAID OF THEM: {8:13} ALSO THAT, WHOM THEY WOULD HELP TO A KINGDOM, THOSE REIGN; AND WHOM AGAIN THEY WOULD, THEY DISPLACE: FINALLY, THAT THEY WERE GREATLY EXALTED: {8:14} YET FOR ALL THIS NONE OF THEM WORE A CROWN OR WAS CLOTHED IN PURPLE, TO BE MAGNIFIED THEREBY: {8:15} MOREOVER HOW THEY HAD MADE FOR THEMSELVES A SENATE HOUSE, WHEREIN THREE HUNDRED AND TWENTY MEN SAT IN COUNCIL DAILY, CONSULTING ALWAY FOR THE PEOPLE, TO THE END THEY MIGHT BE WELL ORDERED: {8:16} AND THAT THEY COMMITTED THEIR GOVERNMENT TO ONE MAN EVERY YEAR, WHO RULED OVER ALL THEIR COUNTRY, AND THAT ALL WERE OBEDIENT TO THAT ONE, AND THAT THERE WAS NEITHER ENVY NOR EMMULATION AMONG THEM. {8:17} IN CONSIDERATION OF THESE THINGS, JUDAS CHOSE EUPOLEMUS THE SON OF JOHN, THE SON OF ACCOS, AND JASON THE SON OF ELEAZAR, AND SENT THEM TO ROME, TO MAKE A LEAGUE OF AMITY AND CONFEDERACY WITH THEM, {8:18} AND TO INTREAT THEM THAT THEY WOULD TAKE THE YOKE FROM THEM; FOR THEY SAW THAT THE KINGDOM OF THE GRECIANS DID OPPRESS ISRAEL WITH SERVITUDE. {8:19} THEY WENT THEREFORE TO ROME, WHICH WAS A VERY GREAT JOURNEY, AND CAME INTO THE SENATE, WHERE THEY SPAKE AND SAID. {8:20} JUDAS MACCABEUS WITH HIS BRETHREN, AND THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS, HAVE SENT US UNTO YOU, TO MAKE A CONFEDERACY AND PEACE WITH YOU, AND THAT WE MIGHT BE REGISTERED YOUR CONFEDERATES AND FRIENDS. {8:21} SO THAT MATTER PLEASED THE ROMANS WELL. {8:22} AND THIS IS THE COPY OF THE EPISTLE WHICH THE SENATE WROTE BACK AGAIN IN TABLES OF BRASS, AND SENT TO JERUSALEM, THAT THERE THEY MIGHT HAVE BY THEM A MEMORIAL OF PEACE AND CONFEDERACY: {8:23} GOOD SUCCESS BE TO THE ROMANS, AND TO THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS, BY SEA AND BY LAND FOR EVER: THE SWORD ALSO AND ENEMY BE FAR FROM THEM, {8:24} IF THERE COME FIRST ANY WAR UPON THE ROMANS OR ANY OF THEIR CONFEDERATES THROUGHOUT ALL THEIR DOMINION, {8:25} THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS SHALL HELP THEM, AS THE TIME SHALL BE APPOINTED, WITH ALL THEIR HEART: {8:26} NEITHER SHALL THEY GIVE ANY THING UNTO THEM THAT MAKE WAR UPON THEM, OR AID THEM WITH VICTUALS, WEAPONS, MONEY, OR SHIPS, AS IT HATH SEEMED GOOD UNTO THE ROMANS; BUT THEY SHALL KEEP THEIR COVENANTS WITHOUT TAKING ANY THING THEREFORE. {8:27} IN THE SAME MANNER ALSO, IF WAR COME FIRST UPON THE NATION OF THE JEWS, THE ROMANS SHALL HELP THEM WITH ALL THEIR HEART, ACCORDING AS THE TIME SHALL BE APPOINTED THEM: {8:28} NEITHER SHALL VICTUALS BE GIVEN TO THEM THAT TAKE PART AGAINST THEM, OR WEAPONS, OR MONEY, OR SHIPS, AS IT HATH SEEMED GOOD TO THE ROMANS; BUT THEY SHALL KEEP THEIR COVENANTS, AND THAT WITHOUT DECEIT. {8:29} ACCORDING TO THESE ARTICLES DID THE ROMANS MAKE A COVENANT WITH THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS. {8:30} HOWBEIT IF HEREAFTER THE ONE PARTY OR THE OTHER SHALL THINK TO MEET TO ADD OR DIMINISH ANY THING, THEY MAY DO IT AT THEIR PLEASURES, AND WHATSOEVER THEY SHALL ADD OR TAKE AWAY SHALL BE RATIFIED. {8:31} AND AS TOUCHING THE EVILS THAT DEMETRIUS DOETH TO THE JEWS, WE HAVE WRITTEN UNTO HIM, SAYING, WHEREFORE THOU MADE THY YOKE HEAVY UPON OUR FRIENDS AND CONFEDERATES THE JEWS? {8:32} IF THEREFORE THEY COMPLAIN ANY MORE AGAINST THEE, WE WILL DO THEM JUSTICE, AND FIGHT WITH THEE BY SEA AND BY LAND. 
{9:1} FURTHERMORE, WHEN DEMETRIUS HEARD THE NICANOR AND HIS HOST WERE SLAIN IN BATTLE, HE SENT BACCHIDES AND ALCIMUS INTO THE LAND OF JUDEA THE SECOND TIME, AND WITH THEM THE CHIEF STRENGTH OF HIS HOST: {9:2} WHO WENT FORTH BY THE WAY THAT LEADETH TO GALGALA, AND PITCHED THEIR TENTS BEFORE MASALOTH, WHICH IS IN ARBELA, AND AFTER THEY HAD WON IT, THEY SLEW MUCH PEOPLE. {9:3} ALSO THE FIRST MONTH OF THE HUNDRED FIFTY AND SECOND YEAR THEY ENCAMPED BEFORE JERUSALEM: {9:4} FROM WHENCE THEY REMOVED, AND WENT TO BEREA, WITH TWENTY THOUSAND FOOTMEN AND TWO THOUSAND HORSEMEN. {9:5} NOW JUDAS HAD PITCHED HIS TENTS AT ELEASA, AND THREE THOUSAND CHOSEN MEN WITH HIM: {9:6} WHO SEEING THE MULTITUDE OF THE OTHER ARMY TO HE SO GREAT WERE SORE AFRAID; WHEREUPON MANY CONVEYED THEMSELVES OUT OF THE HOST, INSOMUCH AS ABODE OF THEM NO MORE BUT EIGHT HUNDRED MEN. {9:7} WHEN JUDAS THEREFORE SAW THAT HIS HOST SLIPT AWAY, AND THAT THE BATTLE PRESSED UPON HIM, HE WAS SORE TROUBLED IN MIND, AND MUCH DISTRESSED, FOR THAT HE HAD NO TIME TO GATHER THEM TOGETHER. {9:8} NEVERTHELESS UNTO THEM THAT REMAINED HE SAID, LET US ARISE AND GO UP AGAINST OUR ENEMIES, IF PERADVENTURE WE MAY BE ABLE TO FIGHT WITH THEM. {9:9} BUT THEY DEHORTED HIM, SAYING, WE SHALL NEVER BE ABLE: LET US NOW RATHER SAVE OUR LIVES, AND HEREAFTER WE WILL RETURN WITH OUR BRETHREN, AND FIGHT AGAINST THEM: FOR WE ARE BUT FEW. {9:10} THEN JUDAS SAID, GOD FORBID THAT I SHOULD DO THIS THING, AND FLEE AWAY FROM THEM: IF OUR TIME BE COME, LET US DIE MANFULLY FOR OUR BRETHREN, AND LET US NOT STAIN OUR HONOUR. {9:11} WITH THAT THE HOST OF BACCHIDES REMOVED OUT OF THEIR TENTS, AND STOOD OVER AGAINST THEM, THEIR HORSEMEN BEING DIVIDED INTO TWO TROOPS, AND THEIR SLINGERS AND ARCHERS GOING BEFORE THE HOST AND THEY THAT MARCHED IN THE FOREWARD WERE ALL MIGHTY MEN. {9:12} AS FOR BACCHIDES, HE WAS IN THE RIGHT WING: SO, THE HOST DREW NEAR ON THE TWO PARTS, AND SOUNDED THEIR TRUMPETS. {9:13} THEY ALSO OF JUDAS’ SIDE, EVEN THEY SOUNDED THEIR TRUMPETS ALSO, SO THAT THE EARTH SHOOK AT THE NOISE OF THE ARMIES, AND THE BATTLE CONTINUED FROM MORNING TILL NIGHT. {9:14} NOW WHEN JUDAS PERCEIVED THAT BACCHIDES AND THE STRENGTH OF HIS ARMY WERE ON THE RIGHT SIDE, HE TOOK WITH HIM ALL THE HARDY MEN, {9:15} WHO DISCOMFITED THE RIGHT WING, AND PURSUED THEM UNTO THE MOUNT AZOTUS. {9:16} BUT WHEN THEY OF THE LEFT WING SAW THAT THEY OF THE RIGHT WING WERE DISCOMFITED, THEY FOLLOWED UPON JUDAS AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM HARD AT THE HEELS FROM BEHIND: {9:17} WHEREUPON THERE WAS A SORE BATTLE, INSOMUCH AS MANY WERE SLAIN ON BOTH PARTS. {9:18} JUDAS ALSO WAS KILLED, AND THE REMNANT FLED. {9:19} THEN JONATHAN AND SIMON TOOK JUDAS THEIR BROTHER, AND BURIED HIM IN THE SEPULCHRE OF HIS FATHERS IN MODIN. {9:20} MOREOVER THEY BEWAILED HIM, AND ALL ISRAEL MADE GREAT LAMENTATION FOR HIM, AND MOURNED MANY DAYS, SAYING, {9:21} HOW IS THE VALIANT MAN FALLEN, THAT DELIVERED ISRAEL! {9:22} AS FOR THE OTHER THINGS CONCERNING JUDAS AND HIS WARS, AND THE NOBLE ACTS WHICH HE DID, AND HIS GREATNESS, THEY ARE NOT WRITTEN: FOR THEY WERE VERY MANY. {9:23} NOW AFTER THE DEATH OF JUDAS THE WICKED BEGAN TO PUT FORTH THEIR HEADS IN ALL THE COASTS OF ISRAEL, AND THERE AROSE UP ALL SUCH AS WROUGHT INIQUITY. {9:24} IN THOSE DAYS ALSO WAS THERE A VERY GREAT FAMINE, BY REASON WHEREOF THE COUNTRY REVOLTED, AND WENT WITH THEM. {9:25} THEN BACCHIDES CHOSE THE WICKED MEN, AND MADE THEM LORDS OF THE COUNTRY. {9:26} AND THEY MADE ENQUIRY AND SEARCH FOR JUDAS’ FRIENDS, AND BROUGHT THEM UNTO BACCHIDES, WHO TOOK VENGEANCE OF THEM, AND USED THEM DESPITEFULLY. {9:27} SO WAS THERE A GREAT AFFLICTION IN ISRAEL, THE LIKE WHEREOF WAS NOT SINCE THE TIME THAT A PROPHET WAS NOT SEEN AMONG THEM. {9:28} FOR THIS CAUSE ALL JUDAS’ FRIENDS CAME TOGETHER, AND SAID UNTO JONATHAN, {9:29} SINCE THY BROTHER JUDAS DIED, WE HAVE NO MAN LIKE HIM TO GO FORTH AGAINST OUR ENEMIES, AND BACCHIDES, AND AGAINST THEM OF OUR NATION THAT ARE ADVERSARIES TO US. {9:30} NOW THEREFORE WE HAVE CHOSEN THEE THIS DAY TO BE OUR PRINCE AND CAPTAIN IN HIS STEAD, THAT THOU MAYEST FIGHT OUR BATTLES. {9:31} UPON THIS JONATHAN TOOK THE GOVERNANCE UPON HIM AT THAT TIME, AND ROSE UP INSTEAD OF HIS BROTHER JUDAS. {9:32} BUT WHEN BACCHIDES GAT KNOWLEDGE THEREOF, HE SOUGHT FOR TO SLAY HIM {9:33} THEN JONATHAN, AND SIMON HIS BROTHER, AND ALL THAT WERE WITH HIM, PERCEIVING THAT, FLED INTO THE WILDERNESS OF THECOE, AND PITCHED THEIR TENTS BY THE WATER OF THE POOL ASPHAR. {9:34} WHICH WHEN BACCHIDES UNDERSTOOD, HE CAME NEAR TO JORDAN WITH ALL HIS HOST UPON THE SABBATH DAY. {9:35} NOW JONATHAN HAD SENT HIS BROTHER JOHN, A CAPTAIN OF THE PEOPLE, TO PRAY HIS FRIENDS THE NABATHITES, THAT THEY MIGHT LEAVE WITH THEM THEIR CARRIAGE, WHICH WAS MUCH. {9:36} BUT THE CHILDREN OF JAMBRI CAME OUT OF MEDABA, AND TOOK JOHN, AND ALL THAT HE HAD, AND WENT THEIR WAY WITH IT. {9:37} AFTER THIS CAME WORD TO JONATHAN AND SIMON HIS BROTHER, THAT THE CHILDREN OF JAMBRI MADE A GREAT MARRIAGE, AND WERE BRINGING THE BRIDE FROM NADABATHA WITH A GREAT TRAIN, AS BEING THE DAUGHTER OF ONE OF THE GREAT PRINCES OF CHANAAN. {9:38} THEREFORE THEY REMEMBERED JOHN THEIR BROTHER, AND WENT UP, AND HID THEMSELVES UNDER THE COVERT OF THE MOUNTAIN: {9:39} WHERE THEY LIFTED UP THEIR EYES, AND LOOKED, AND, BEHOLD, THERE WAS MUCH ADO AND GREAT CARRIAGE: AND THE BRIDEGROOM CAME FORTH, AND HIS FRIENDS AND BRETHREN, TO MEET THEM WITH DRUMS, AND INSTRUMENTS OF MUSICK, AND MANY WEAPONS. {9:40} THEN JONATHAN AND THEY THAT WERE WITH HIM ROSE UP AGAINST THEM FROM THE PLACE WHERE THEY LAY IN AMBUSH, AND MADE A SLAUGHTER OF THEM IN SUCH SORT, AS MANY FELL DOWN DEAD, AND THE REMNANT FLED INTO THE MOUNTAIN, AND THEY TOOK ALL THEIR SPOILS. {9:41} THUS WAS THE MARRIAGE TURNED INTO MOURNING, AND THE NOISE OF THEIR MELODY INTO LAMENTATION. {9:42} SO WHEN THEY HAD AVENGED FULLY THE BLOOD OF THEIR BROTHER, THEY TURNED AGAIN TO THE MARSH OF JORDAN. {9:43} NOW WHEN BACCHIDES HEARD HEREOF, HE CAME ON THE SABBATH DAY UNTO THE BANKS OF JORDAN WITH A GREAT POWER. {9:44} THEN JONATHAN SAID TO HIS COMPANY, LET US GO UP NOW AND FIGHT FOR OUR LIVES, FOR IT STANDETH NOT WITH US TO DAY, AS IN TIME PAST: {9:45} FOR, BEHOLD, THE BATTLE IS BEFORE US AND BEHIND US, AND THE WATER OF JORDAN ON THIS SIDE AND THAT SIDE, THE MARSH LIKEWISE AND WOOD, NEITHER IS THERE PLACE FOR US TO TURN ASIDE. {9:46} WHEREFORE CRY YE NOW UNTO HEAVEN, THAT YE MAY BE DELIVERED FROM THE HAND OF YOUR ENEMIES. {9:47} WITH THAT THEY JOINED BATTLE, AND JONATHAN STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND TO SMITE BACCHIDES, BUT HE TURNED BACK FROM HIM. {9:48} THEN JONATHAN AND THEY THAT WERE WITH HIM LEAPT INTO JORDAN, AND SWAM OVER UNTO THE OTHER BANK: HOWBEIT THE OTHER PASSED NOT OVER JORDAN UNTO THEM. {9:49} SO THERE WERE SLAIN OF BACCHIDES’ SIDE THAT DAY ABOUT A THOUSAND MEN. {9:50} AFTERWARD RETURNED BACCHIDES TO JERUSALEM AND REPAIRED THE STRONG CITES IN JUDEA; THE FORT IN JERICHO, AND EMMAUS, AND BETHHORON, AND BETHEL, AND THAMNATHA, PHARATHONI, AND TAPHON, THESE DID HE STRENGTHEN WITH HIGH WALLS, WITH GATES AND WITH BARS. {9:51} AND IN THEM HE SET A GARRISON, THAT THEY MIGHT WORK MALICE UPON ISRAEL. {9:52} HE FORTIFIED ALSO THE CITY BETHSURA, AND GAZERA, AND THE TOWER, AND PUT FORCES IN THEM, AND PROVISION OF VICTUALS. {9:53} BESIDES, HE TOOK THE CHIEF MEN’S SONS IN THE COUNTRY FOR HOSTAGES, AND PUT THEM INTO THE TOWER AT JERUSALEM TO BE KEPT. {9:54} MOREOVER IN THE HUNDRED FIFTY AND THIRD YEAR, IN THE SECOND MONTH, ALCIMUS COMMANDED THAT THE WALL OF THE INNER COURT OF THE SANCTUARY SHOULD BE PULLED DOWN; HE PULLED DOWN ALSO THE WORKS OF THE PROPHETS {9:55} AND AS HE BEGAN TO PULL DOWN, EVEN AT THAT TIME WAS ALCIMUS PLAGUED, AND HIS ENTERPRIZES HINDERED: FOR HIS MOUTH WAS STOPPED, AND HE WAS TAKEN WITH A PALSY, SO THAT HE COULD NO MORE SPEAK ANY THING, NOR GIVE ORDER CONCERNING HIS HOUSE. {9:56} SO ALCIMUS DIED AT THAT TIME WITH GREAT TORMENT. {9:57} NOW WHEN BACCHIDES SAW THAT ALCIMUS WAS DEAD, HE RETURNED TO THE KING: WHEREUPON THE LAND OF JUDEA WAS IN REST TWO YEARS. {9:58} THEN ALL THE UNGODLY MEN HELD A COUNCIL, SAYING, BEHOLD, JONATHAN AND HIS COMPANY ARE AT EASE, AND DWELL WITHOUT CARE: NOW THEREFORE WE WILL BRING BACCHIDES HITHER, WHO SHALL TAKE THEM ALL IN ONE NIGHT. {9:59} SO THEY WENT AND CONSULTED WITH HIM. {9:60} THEN REMOVED HE, AND CAME WITH A GREAT HOST, AND SENT LETTERS PRIVILY TO HIS ADHERENTS IN JUDEA, THAT THEY SHOULD TAKE JONATHAN AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM: HOWBEIT THEY COULD NOT, BECAUSE THEIR COUNSEL WAS KNOWN UNTO THEM. {9:61} WHEREFORE THEY TOOK OF THE MEN OF THE COUNTRY, THAT WERE AUTHORS OF THAT MISCHIEF, ABOUT FIFTY PERSONS, AND SLEW THEM. {9:62} AFTERWARD JONATHAN, AND SIMON, AND THEY THAT WERE WITH HIM, GOT THEM AWAY TO BETHBASI, WHICH IS IN THE WILDERNESS, AND THEY REPAIRED THE DECAYS THEREOF, AND MADE IT STRONG. {9:63} WHICH THING WHEN BACCHIDES KNEW, HE GATHERED TOGETHER ALL HIS HOST, AND SENT WORD TO THEM THAT WERE OF JUDEA. {9:64} THEN WENT HE AND LAID SIEGE AGAINST BETHBASI; AND THEY FOUGHT AGAINST IT A LONG SEASON AND MADE ENGINES OF WAR. {9:65} BUT JONATHAN LEFT HIS BROTHER SIMON IN THE CITY, AND WENT FORTH HIMSELF INTO THE COUNTRY, AND WITH A CERTAIN NUMBER WENT HE FORTH. {9:66} AND HE SMOTE ODONARKES AND HIS BRETHREN, AND THE CHILDREN OF PHASIRON IN THEIR TENT. {9:67} AND WHEN HE BEGAN TO SMITE THEM, AND CAME UP WITH HIS FORCES, SIMON AND HIS COMPANY WENT OUT OF THE CITY, AND BURNED UP THE ENGINES OF WAR, {9:68} AND FOUGHT AGAINST BACCHIDES, WHO WAS DISCOMFITED BY THEM, AND THEY AFFLICTED HIM SORE: FOR HIS COUNSEL AND TRAVAIL WAS IN VAIN. {9:69} WHEREFORE HE WAS VERY WROTH AT THE WICKED MEN THAT GAVE HIM COUNSEL TO COME INTO THE COUNTRY, INASMUCH AS HE SLEW MANY OF THEM, AND PURPOSED TO RETURN INTO HIS OWN COUNTRY. {9:70} WHEREOF WHEN JONATHAN HAD KNOWLEDGE, HE SENT AMBASSADORS UNTO HIM, TO THE END HE SHOULD MAKE PEACE WITH HIM, AND DELIVER THEM THE PRISONERS. {9:71} WHICH THING HE ACCEPTED, AND DID ACCORDING TO HIS DEMANDS, AND SWARE UNTO HIM THAT HE WOULD NEVER DO HIM HARM ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE. {9:72} WHEN THEREFORE HE HAD RESTORED UNTO HIM THE PRISONERS THAT HE HAD TAKEN AFORETIME OUT OF THE LAND OF JUDEA, HE RETURNED AND WENT HIS WAY INTO HIS OWN LAND, NEITHER CAME HE ANY MORE INTO THEIR BORDERS. {9:73} THUS THE SWORD CEASED FROM ISRAEL: BUT JONATHAN DWELT AT MACHMAS, AND BEGAN TO GOVERN THE PEOPLE; AND HE DESTROYED THE UNGODLY MEN OUT OF ISRAEL. 
{10:1} IN THE HUNDRED AND SIXTIETH YEAR, ALEXANDER, THE SON OF ANTIOCHUS SURNAMED EPIPHANES, WENT UP AND TOOK PTOLEMAIS: FOR THE PEOPLE HAD RECEIVED HIM, BY MEANS WHEREOF HE REIGNED THERE, {10:2} NOW WHEN KING DEMETRIUS HEARD THEREOF, HE GATHERED TOGETHER AN EXCEEDING GREAT HOST, AND WENT FORTH AGAINST HIM TO FIGHT. {10:3} MOREOVER DEMETRIUS SENT LETTERS UNTO JONATHAN WITH LOVING WORDS, SO AS HE MAGNIFIED HIM. {10:4} FOR SAID HE, LET US FIRST MAKE PEACE WITH HIM, BEFORE HE, JOIN WITH ALEXANDER AGAINST US: {10:5} ELSE HE WILL REMEMBER ALL THE EVILS THAT WE HAVE DONE AGAINST HIM, AND AGAINST HIS BRETHREN AND HIS PEOPLE. {10:6} WHEREFORE HE GAVE HIM AUTHORITY TO GATHER TOGETHER A HOST, AND TO PROVIDE WEAPONS, THAT HE MIGHT AID HIM IN BATTLE: HE COMMANDED ALSO THAT THE HOSTAGES THAT WERE IN THE TOWER SHOULD BE DELIVERED HIM. {10:7} THEN CAME JONATHAN TO JERUSALEM, AND READ THE LETTERS IN THE AUDIENCE OF ALL THE PEOPLE, AND OF THEM THAT WERE IN THE TOWER: {10:8} WHO WERE SORE AFRAID, WHEN THEY HEARD THAT THE KING HAD GIVEN HIM AUTHORITY TO GATHER TOGETHER A HOST. {10:9} WHEREUPON THEY OF THE TOWER DELIVERED THEIR HOSTAGES UNTO JONATHAN, AND HE DELIVERED THEM UNTO THEIR PARENTS. {10:10} THIS DONE, JONATHAN SETTLED HIMSELF IN JERUSALEM, AND BEGAN TO BUILD AND REPAIR THE CITY. {10:11} AND HE COMMANDED THE WORKMEN TO BUILD THE WALLS AND THE MOUNT SION AND ABOUT WITH SQUARE STONES FOR FORTIFICATION; AND THEY DID SO. {10:12} THEN THE STRANGERS, THAT WERE IN THE FORTRESSES WHICH BACCHIDES HAD BUILT, FLED AWAY; {10:13} INSOMUCH AS EVERY MAN LEFT HIS PLACE, AND WENT INTO HIS OWN COUNTRY. {10:14} ONLY AT BETHSURA CERTAIN OF THOSE THAT HAD FORSAKEN THE LAW AND THE COMMANDMENTS REMAINED STILL: FOR IT WAS THEIR PLACE OF REFUGE. {10:15} NOW WHEN KING ALEXANDER HAD HEARD WHAT PROMISES DEMETRIUS HAD SENT UNTO JONATHAN: WHEN ALSO IT WAS TOLD HIM OF THE BATTLES AND NOBLE ACTS WHICH HE AND HIS BRETHREN HAD DONE, AND OF THE PAINS THAT THEY HAD ENDURED, {10:16} HE SAID, SHALL WE FIND SUCH ANOTHER MAN? NOW THEREFORE WE WILL MAKE HIM OUR FRIEND AND CONFEDERATE. {10:17} UPON THIS HE WROTE A LETTER, AND SENT IT UNTO HIM, ACCORDING TO THESE WORDS, SAYING, {10:18} KING ALEXANDER TO HIS BROTHER JONATHAN SENDETH GREETING: {10:19} WE HAVE HEARD OF THEE, THAT THOU ART A MAN OF GREAT POWER, AND MEET TO BE OUR FRIEND. {10:20} WHEREFORE NOW THIS DAY WE ORDAIN THEE TO BE THE HIGH PRIEST OF THY NATION, AND TO BE CALLED THE KING’S FRIEND; (AND THEREWITHAL HE SENT HIM A PURPLE ROBE AND A CROWN OF GOLD:) AND REQUIRE THEE TO TAKE OUR PART, AND KEEP FRIENDSHIP WITH US. {10:21} SO IN THE SEVENTH MONTH OF THE HUNDRED AND SIXTIETH YEAR, AT THE FEAST OF THE TABERNACLES, JONATHAN PUT ON THE HOLY ROBE, AND GATHERED TOGETHER FORCES, AND PROVIDED MUCH ARMOUR. {10:22} WHEREOF WHEN DEMETRIUS HEARD, HE WAS VERY SORRY, AND SAID, {10:23} WHAT HAVE WE DONE, THAT ALEXANDER HATH PREVENTED US IN MAKING AMITY WITH THE JEWS TO STRENGTHEN HIMSELF? {10:24} I ALSO WILL WRITE UNTO THEM WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT, AND PROMISE THEM DIGNITIES AND GIFTS, THAT I MAY HAVE THEIR AID. {10:25} HE SENT UNTO THEM THEREFORE TO THIS EFFECT: KING DEMETRIUS UNTO THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS SENDETH GREETING: {10:26} WHEREAS YE HAVE KEPT COVENANTS WITH US, AND CONTINUED IN OUR FRIENDSHIP, NOT JOINING YOURSELVES WITH OUR ENEMIES, WE HAVE HEARD HEREOF, AND ARE GLAD. {10:27} WHEREFORE NOW CONTINUE YE STILL TO BE FAITHFUL UNTO US, AND WE WILL WELL RECOMPENSE YOU FOR THE THINGS YE DO IN OUR BEHALF, {10:28} AND WILL GRANT YOU MANY IMMUNITIES, AND GIVE YOU REWARDS. {10:29} AND NOW DO I FREE YOU, AND FOR YOUR SAKE I RELEASE ALL THE JEWS, FROM TRIBUTES, AND FROM THE CUSTOMS OF SALT, AND FROM CROWN TAXES, {10:30} AND FROM THAT WHICH APPERTAINETH UNTO ME TO RECEIVE FOR THE THIRD PART OR THE SEED, AND THE HALF OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREES, I RELEASE IT FROM THIS DAY FORTH, SO THAT THEY SHALL NOT BE TAKEN OF THE LAND OF JUDEA, NOR OF THE THREE GOVERNMENTS WHICH ARE ADDED THEREUNTO OUT OF THE COUNTRY OF SAMARIA AND GALILEE, FROM THIS DAY FORTH FOR EVERMORE. {10:31} LET JERUSALEM ALSO BE HOLY AND FREE, WITH THE BORDERS THEREOF, BOTH FROM TENTHS AND TRIBUTES. {10:32} AND AS FOR THE TOWER WHICH IS AT JERUSALEM, I YIELD UP AUTHORITY OVER IT, AND GIVE THE HIGH PRIEST, THAT HE MAY SET IN IT SUCH MEN AS HE SHALL CHOOSE TO KEEP IT. {10:33} MOREOVER I FREELY SET AT LIBERTY EVERY ONE OF THE JEWS, THAT WERE CARRIED CAPTIVES OUT OF THE LAND OF JUDEA INTO ANY PART OF MY KINGDOM, AND I WILL THAT ALL MY OFFICERS REMIT THE TRIBUTES EVEN OF THEIR CATTLE. {10:34} FURTHERMORE I WILL THAT ALL THE FEASTS, AND SABBATHS, AND NEW MOONS, AND SOLEMN DAYS, AND THE THREE DAYS BEFORE THE FEAST, AND THE THREE DAYS AFTER THE FEAST SHALL BE ALL OF IMMUNITY AND FREEDOM FOR ALL THE JEWS IN MY REALM. {10:35} ALSO NO MAN SHALL HAVE AUTHORITY TO MEDDLE WITH OR TO MOLEST ANY OF THEM IN ANY MATTER. {10:36} I WILL FURTHER, THAT THERE BE ENROLLED AMONG THE KING’S FORCES ABOUT THIRTY THOUSAND MEN OF THE JEWS, UNTO WHOM PAY SHALL BE GIVEN, AS BELONGETH TO ALL KING’S FORCES. {10:37} AND OF THEM SOME SHALL BE PLACED IN THE KING’S STRONG HOLDS, OF WHOM ALSO SOME SHALL BE SET OVER THE AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM, WHICH ARE OF TRUST: AND I WILL THAT THEIR OVERSEERS AND GOVERNORS BE OF THEMSELVES, AND THAT THEY LIVE AFTER THEIR OWN LAWS, EVEN AS THE KING HATH COMMANDED IN THE LAND OF JUDEA. {10:38} AND CONCERNING THE THREE GOVERNMENTS THAT ARE ADDED TO JUDEA FROM THE COUNTRY OF SAMARIA, LET THEM BE JOINED WITH JUDEA, THAT THEY MAY BE RECKONED TO BE UNDER ONE, NOR BOUND TO OBEY OTHER AUTHORITY THAN THE HIGH PRIEST’S. {10:39} AS FOR PTOLEMAIS, AND THE LAND PERTAINING THERETO, I GIVE IT AS A FREE GIFT TO THE SANCTUARY AT JERUSALEM FOR THE NECESSARY EXPENCES OF THE SANCTUARY. {10:40} MOREOVER I GIVE EVERY YEAR FIFTEEN THOUSAND SHEKELS OF SILVER OUT OF THE KING’S ACCOUNTS FROM THE PLACES APPERTAINING. {10:41} AND ALL THE OVERPLUS, WHICH THE OFFICERS PAYED NOT IN AS IN FORMER TIME, FROM HENCEFORTH SHALL BE GIVEN TOWARD THE WORKS OF THE TEMPLE. {10:42} AND BESIDE THIS, THE FIVE THOUSAND SHEKELS OF SILVER, WHICH THEY TOOK FROM THE USES OF THE TEMPLE OUT OF THE ACCOUNTS YEAR BY YEAR, EVEN THOSE THINGS SHALL BE RELEASED, BECAUSE THEY APPERTAIN TO THE PRIESTS THAT MINISTER. {10:43} AND WHOSOEVER THEY BE THAT FLEE UNTO THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM, OR BE WITHIN THE LIBERTIES HEREOF, BEING INDEBTED UNTO THE KING, OR FOR ANY OTHER MATTER, LET THEM BE AT LIBERTY, AND ALL THAT THEY HAVE IN MY REALM. {10:44} FOR THE BUILDING ALSO AND REPAIRING OF THE WORKS OF THE SANCTUARY EXPENCES SHALL BE GIVEN OF THE KING’S ACCOUNTS. {10:45} YEA, AND FOR THE BUILDING OF THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM, AND THE FORTIFYING THEREOF ROUND ABOUT, EXPENCES SHALL BE GIVEN OUT OF THE KING’S ACCOUNTS, AS ALSO FOR THE BUILDING OF THE WALLS IN JUDEA. {10:46} NOW WHEN JONATHAN AND THE PEOPLE HEARD THESE WORDS, THEY GAVE NO CREDIT UNTO THEM, NOR RECEIVED THEM, BECAUSE THEY REMEMBERED THE GREAT EVIL THAT HE HAD DONE IN ISRAEL; FOR HE HAD AFFLICTED THEM VERY SORE. {10:47} BUT WITH ALEXANDER THEY WERE WELL PLEASED, BECAUSE HE WAS THE FIRST THAT ENTREATED OF TRUE PEACE WITH THEM, AND THEY WERE CONFEDERATE WITH HIM ALWAYS. {10:48} THEN GATHERED KING ALEXANDER GREAT FORCES, AND CAMPED OVER AGAINST DEMETRIUS. {10:49} AND AFTER THE TWO KINGS HAD JOINED BATTLE, DEMETRIUS’ HOST FLED: BUT ALEXANDER FOLLOWED AFTER HIM, AND PREVAILED AGAINST THEM. {10:50} AND HE CONTINUED THE BATTLE VERY SORE UNTIL THE SUN WENT DOWN: AND THAT DAY WAS DEMETRIUS SLAIN. {10:51} AFTERWARD ALEXANDER SENT AMBASSADORS TO PTOLEMEE KING OF EGYPT WITH A MESSAGE TO THIS EFFECT: {10:52} FORASMUCH AS I AM COME AGAIN TO MY REALM, AND AM SET IN THE THRONE OF MY PROGENITORS, AND HAVE GOTTEN THE DOMINION, AND OVERTHROWN DEMETRIUS, AND RECOVERED OUR COUNTRY; {10:53} FOR AFTER I HAD JOINED BATTLE WITH HIM, BOTH HE AND HIS HOST WAS DISCOMFITED BY US, SO THAT WE SIT IN THE THRONE OF HIS KINGDOM: {10:54} NOW THEREFORE LET US MAKE A LEAGUE OF AMITY TOGETHER, AND GIVE ME NOW THY DAUGHTER TO WIFE: AND I WILL BE THY SON IN LAW, AND WILL GIVE BOTH THEE AND HER AS ACCORDING TO THY DIGNITY. {10:55} THEN PTOLEMEE THE KING GAVE ANSWER, SAYING, HAPPY BE THE DAY WHEREIN THOU DIDST RETURN INTO THE LAND OF THY FATHERS, AND SATEST IN THE THRONE OF THEIR KINGDOM. {10:56} AND NOW WILL I DO TO THEE, AS THOU HAST WRITTEN: MEET ME THEREFORE AT PTOLEMAIS, THAT WE MAY SEE ONE ANOTHER; FOR I WILL MARRY MY DAUGHTER TO THEE ACCORDING TO THY DESIRE. {10:57} SO PTOLEMEE WENT OUT OF EGYPT WITH HIS DAUGHTER CLEOPATRA, AND THEY CAME UNTO PTOLEMAIS IN THE HUNDRED THREESCORE AND SECOND YEAR: {10:58} WHERE KING ALEXANDER MEETING HIM, HE GAVE UNTO HIM HIS DAUGHTER CLEOPATRA, AND CELEBRATED HER MARRIAGE AT PTOLEMAIS WITH GREAT GLORY, AS THE MANNER OF KINGS IS. {10:59} NOW KING ALEXANDER HAD WRITTEN UNTO JONATHAN, THAT HE SHOULD COME AND MEET HIM. {10:60} WHO THEREUPON WENT HONOURABLY TO PTOLEMAIS, WHERE HE MET THE TWO KINGS, AND GAVE THEM AND THEIR FRIENDS SILVER AND GOLD, AND MANY PRESENTS, AND FOUND FAVOUR IN THEIR SIGHT. {10:61} AT THAT TIME CERTAIN PESTILENT FELLOWS OF ISRAEL, MEN OF A WICKED LIFE, ASSEMBLED THEMSELVES AGAINST HIM, TO ACCUSE HIM: BUT THE KING WOULD NOT HEAR THEM. {10:62} YEA MORE THAN THAT, THE KING COMMANDED TO TAKE OFF HIS GARMENTS, AND CLOTHE HIM IN PURPLE: AND THEY DID SO. {10:63} AND HE MADE HIM SIT BY HIMSELF, AND SAID INTO HIS PRINCES, GO WITH HIM INTO THE MIDST OF THE CITY, AND MAKE PROCLAMATION, THAT NO MAN, COMPLAIN AGAINST HIM OF ANY MATTER, AND THAT NO MAN, TROUBLE HIM FOR ANY MANNER OF CAUSE. {10:64} NOW WHEN HIS ACCUSERS SAW THAT HE WAS HONORED ACCORDING TO THE PROCLAMATION, AND CLOTHED IN PURPLE, THEY FLED ALL AWAY. {10:65} SO THE KING HONOURED HIM, AND WROTE HIM AMONG HIS CHIEF FRIENDS, AND MADE HIM A DUKE, AND PARTAKER OF HIS DOMINION. {10:66} AFTERWARD JONATHAN RETURNED TO JERUSALEM WITH PEACE AND GLADNESS. {10:67} FURTHERMORE IN THE; HUNDRED THREESCORE AND FIFTH YEAR CAME DEMETRIUS SON OF DEMETRIUS OUT OF CRETE INTO THE LAND OF HIS FATHERS: {10:68} WHEREOF WHEN KING ALEXANDER HEARD TELL, HE WAS RIGHT SORRY, AND RETURNED INTO ANTIOCH. {10:69} THEN DEMETRIUS MADE APOLLONIUS THE GOVERNOR OF CELOSYRIA HIS GENERAL, WHO GATHERED TOGETHER A GREAT HOST, AND CAMPED IN JAMNIA, AND SENT UNTO JONATHAN THE HIGH PRIEST, SAYING, {10:70} THOU ALONE LIFTEST UP THYSELF AGAINST US, AND I AM LAUGHED TO SCORN FOR THY SAKE, AND REPROACHED: AND WHY DOST THOU VAUNT THY POWER AGAINST US IN THE MOUNTAINS? {10:71} NOW THEREFORE, IF THOU TRUSTEST IN THINE OWN STRENGTH, COME DOWN TO US INTO THE PLAIN FIELD, AND THERE LET US TRY THE MATTER TOGETHER: FOR WITH ME IS THE POWER OF THE CITIES. {10:72} ASK AND LEARN WHO I AM, AND THE REST THAT TAKE OUR PART, AND THEY SHALL TELL THEE THAT THY FOOT IS NOT ABLE TO TO FLIGHT IN THEIR OWN LAND. {10:73} WHEREFORE NOW THOU SHALT NOT BE ABLE TO ABIDE THE HORSEMEN AND SO GREAT A POWER IN THE PLAIN, WHERE IS NEITHER STONE NOR FLINT, NOR PLACE TO FLEE UNTO. {10:74} SO WHEN JONATHAN HEARD THESE WORDS OF APOLLONIUS, HE WAS MOVED IN HIS MIND, AND CHOOSING TEN THOUSAND MEN HE WENT OUT OF JERUSALEM, WHERE SIMON HIS BROTHER MET HIM FOR TO HELP HIM. {10:75} AND HE PITCHED HIS TENTS AGAINST JOPPA: BUT; THEY OF JOPPA SHUT HIM OUT OF THE CITY, BECAUSE APOLLONIUS HAD A GARRISON THERE. {10:76} THEN JONATHAN LAID SIEGE UNTO IT: WHEREUPON THEY OF THE CITY LET HIM IN FOR FEAR: AND SO, JONATHAN WON JOPPA. {10:77} WHEREOF WHEN APOLLONIUS HEARD, HE TOOK THREE THOUSAND HORSEMEN, WITH A GREAT HOST OF FOOTMEN, AND WENT TO AZOTUS AS ONE THAT JOURNEYED, AND THEREWITHAL DREW HIM FORTH INTO THE PLAIN. BECAUSE HE HAD A GREAT NUMBER OF HORSEMEN, IN WHOM HE PUT HIS TRUST. {10:78} THEN JONATHAN FOLLOWED AFTER HIM TO AZOTUS, WHERE THE ARMIES JOINED BATTLE. {10:79} NOW APOLLONIUS HAD LEFT A THOUSAND HORSEMEN IN AMBUSH. {10:80} AND JONATHAN KNEW THAT THERE WAS AN AMBUSHMENT BEHIND HIM; FOR THEY HAD COMPASSED IN HIS HOST, AND CAST DARTS AT THE PEOPLE, FROM MORNING TILL EVENING. {10:81} BUT THE PEOPLE STOOD STILL, AS JONATHAN HAD COMMANDED THEM: AND SO THE ENEMIES’ HORSES WERE TIRED. {10:82} THEN BROUGHT SIMON FORTH HIS HOST, AND SET THEM AGAINST THE FOOTMEN, (FOR THE HORSEMEN WERE SPENT) WHO WERE DISCOMFITED BY HIM, AND FLED. {10:83} THE HORSEMEN ALSO, BEING SCATTERED IN THE FIELD, FLED TO AZOTUS, AND WENT INTO BETHDAGON, THEIR IDOL’S TEMPLE, FOR SAFETY. {10:84} BUT JONATHAN SET FIRE ON AZOTUS, AND THE CITIES ROUND ABOUT IT, AND TOOK THEIR SPOILS; AND THE TEMPLE OF DAGON, WITH THEM THAT WERE FLED INTO IT, HE BURNED WITH FIRE. {10:85} THUS THERE WERE BURNED AND SLAIN WITH THE SWORD WELL NIGH EIGHT THOUSAND MEN. {10:86} AND FROM THENCE JONATHAN REMOVED HIS HOST, AND CAMPED AGAINST ASCALON, WHERE THE MEN OF THE CITY CAME FORTH, AND MET HIM WITH GREAT POMP. {10:87} AFTER THIS RETURNED JONATHAN AND HIS HOST UNTO JERUSALEM, HAVING ANY SPOILS. {10:88} NOW WHEN KING ALEXANDER HEARD THESE THINGS, HE HONOURED JONATHAN YET MORE. {10:89} AND SENT HIM A BUCKLE OF GOLD, AS THE USE IS TO BE GIVEN TO SUCH AS ARE OF THE KING’S BLOOD: HE GAVE HIM ALSO ACCARON WITH THE BORDERS THEREOF IN POSSESSION. 
{11:1} AND THE KING OF EGYPT GATHERED TOGETHER A GREAT HOST, LIKE THE SAND THAT LIETH UPON THE SEA SHORE, AND MANY SHIPS, AND WENT ABOUT THROUGH DECEIT TO GET ALEXANDER’S KINGDOM, AND JOIN IT TO HIS OWN. {11:2} WHEREUPON HE TOOK HIS JOURNEY INTO SPAIN IN PEACEABLE MANNER, SO AS THEY OF THE CITIES OPENED UNTO HIM, AND MET HIM: FOR KING ALEXANDER HAD COMMANDED THEM SO TO DO, BECAUSE HE WAS HIS BROTHER IN LAW. {11:3} NOW AS PTOLEMEE ENTERED INTO THE CITIES, HE SET IN EVERY ONE OF THEM A GARRISON OF SOLDIERS TO KEEP IT. {11:4} AND WHEN HE CAME NEAR TO AZOTUS, THEY SHEWED HIM THE TEMPLE OF DAGON THAT WAS BURNT, AND AZOTUS AND THE SUBURBS THEREOF THAT WERE DESTROYED, AND THE BODIES THAT WERE CAST ABROAD AND THEM THAT HE HAD BURNT IN THE BATTLE; FOR THEY HAD MADE HEAPS OF THEM BY THE WAY WHERE HE SHOULD PASS. {11:5} ALSO THEY TOLD THE KING WHATSOEVER JONATHAN HAD DONE, TO THE INTENT HE MIGHT BLAME HIM: BUT THE KING HELD HIS PEACE. {11:6} THEN JONATHAN MET THE KING WITH GREAT POMP AT JOPPA, WHERE THEY SALUTED ONE ANOTHER, AND LODGED. {11:7} AFTERWARD JONATHAN, WHEN HE HAD GONE WITH THE KING TO THE RIVER CALLED ELEUTHERUS, RETURNED AGAIN TO JERUSALEM. {11:8} KING PTOLEMEE THEREFORE, HAVING GOTTEN THE DOMINION OF THE CITIES BY THE SEA UNTO SELEUCIA UPON THE SEA COAST, IMAGINED WICKED COUNSELS AGAINST ALEXANDER. {11:9} WHEREUPON HE SENT AMBASADORS UNTO KING DEMETRIUS, SAYING, COME, LET US MAKE A LEAGUE BETWIXT US, AND I WILL GIVE THEE MY DAUGHTER WHOM ALEXANDER HATH, AND THOU SHALT REIGN IN THY FATHER’S KINGDOM: {11:10} FOR I REPENT THAT I GAVE MY DAUGHTER UNTO HIM, FOR HE SOUGHT TO SLAY ME. {11:11} THUS DID HE SLANDER HIM, BECAUSE HE WAS DESIROUS OF HIS KINGDOM. {11:12} WHEREFORE HE TOOK HIS DAUGHTER FROM HIM, AND GAVE HER TO DEMETRIUS, AND FORSOOK ALEXANDER, SO THAT THEIR HATRED WAS OPENLY KNOWN. {11:13} THEN PTOLEMEE ENTERED INTO ANTIOCH, WHERE HE SET TWO CROWNS UPON HIS HEAD, THE CROWN OF ASIA, AND OF EGYPT. {11:14} IN THE MEAN SEASON WAS KING ALEXANDER IN CILICIA, BECAUSE THOSE THAT DWELT IN THOSE PARTS HAD REVOLTED FROM HIM. {11:15} BUT WHEN ALEXANDER HEARD OF THIS, HE CAME TO WAR AGAINST HIM: WHEREUPON KING PTOLEMEE BROUGHT FORTH HIS HOST, AND MET HIM WITH A MIGHTY POWER, AND PUT HIM TO FLIGHT. {11:16} SO ALEXANDER FLED INTO ARABIA THERE TO BE DEFENDED; BUT KING PTOLEMEE WAS EXALTED: {11:17} FOR ZABDIEL THE ARABIAN TOOK OFF ALEXANDER’S HEAD, AND SENT IT UNTO PTOLEMEE. {11:18} KING PTOLEMEE ALSO DIED THE THIRD DAY AFTER, AND THEY THAT WERE IN THE STRONG HOLDS WERE SLAIN ONE OF ANOTHER. {11:19} BY THIS MEANS DEMETRIUS REIGNED IN THE HUNDRED THREESCORE AND SEVENTH YEAR. {11:20} AT THE SAME TIME JONATHAN GATHERED TOGETHER THEM THAT WERE IN JUDEA TO TAKE THE TOWER THAT WAS IN JERUSALEM: AND HE MADE MANY ENGINES OF WAR AGAINST IT. {11:21} THEN CAME UNGODLY PERSONS, WHO HATED THEIR OWN PEOPLE, WENT UNTO THE KING, AND TOLD HIM THAT JONATHAN BESIEGED THE TOWER, {11:22} WHEREOF WHEN HE HEARD, HE WAS ANGRY, AND IMMEDIATELY REMOVING, HE CAME TO PTOLEMAIS, AND WROTE UNTO JONATHAN, THAT HE SHOULD NOT LAY SIEGE TO THE TOWER, BUT COME AND SPEAK WITH HIM AT PTOLEMAIS IN GREAT HASTE. {11:23} NEVERTHELESS JONATHAN, WHEN HE HEARD THIS, COMMANDED TO BESIEGE IT STILL: AND HE CHOSE CERTAIN OF THE ELDERS OF ISRAEL AND THE PRIESTS, AND PUT HIMSELF IN PERIL; {11:24} AND TOOK SILVER AND GOLD, AND RAIMENT, AND DIVERS PRESENTS BESIDES, AND WENT TO PTOLEMAIS UNTO THE KING, WHERE HE FOUND FAVOUR IN HIS SIGHT. {11:25} AND THOUGH CERTAIN UNGODLY MEN OF THE PEOPLE HAD MADE COMPLAINTS AGAINST HIM, {11:26} YET THE KING ENTREATED HIM AS HIS PREDECESSORS HAD DONE BEFORE, AND PROMOTED HIM IN THE SIGHT OF ALL HIS FRIENDS, {11:27} AND CONFIRMED HIM IN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND IN ALL THE HONOURS THAT HE HAD BEFORE, AND GAVE HIM PREEMINENCE AMONG HIS CHIEF FRIENDS. {11:28} THEN JONATHAN DESIRED THE KING, THAT HE WOULD MAKE JUDEA FREE FROM TRIBUTE, AS ALSO THE THREE GOVERNMENTS, WITH THE COUNTRY OF SAMARIA; AND HE PROMISED HIM THREE HUNDRED TALENTS. {11:29} SO THE KING CONSENTED, AND WROTE LETTERS UNTO JONATHAN OF ALL THESE THINGS AFTER THIS MANNER: {11:30} KING DEMETRIUS UNTO HIS BROTHER JONATHAN, AND UNTO THE NATION OF THE JEWS, SENDETH GREETING: {11:31} WE SEND YOU HERE A COPY OF THE LETTER WHICH WE DID WRITE UNTO OUR COUSIN LASTHENES CONCERNING YOU, THAT YE MIGHT SEE IT. {11:32} KING DEMETRIUS UNTO HIS FATHER LASTHENES SENDETH GREETING: {11:33} WE ARE DETERMINED TO DO GOOD TO THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS, WHO ARE OUR FRIENDS, AND KEEP COVENANTS WITH US, BECAUSE OF THEIR GOOD WILL TOWARD US. {11:34} WHEREFORE WE HAVE RATIFIED UNTO THEM THE BORDERS OF JUDEA, WITH THE THREE GOVERNMENTS OF APHEREMA AND LYDDA AND RAMATHEM, THAT ARE ADDED UNTO JUDEA FROM THE COUNTRY OF SAMARIA, AND ALL THINGS APPERTAINING UNTO THEM, FOR ALL SUCH AS DO SACRIFICE IN JERUSALEM, INSTEAD OF THE PAYMENTS WHICH THE KING RECEIVED OF THEM YEARLY AFORETIME OUT OF THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH AND OF TREES. {11:35} AND AS FOR OTHER THINGS THAT BELONG UNTO US, OF THE TITHES AND CUSTOMS PERTAINING UNTO US, AS ALSO THE SALTPITS, AND THE CROWN TAXES, WHICH ARE DUE UNTO US, WE DISCHARGE THEM OF THEM ALL FOR THEIR RELIEF. {11:36} AND NOTHING HEREOF SHALL BE REVOKED FROM THIS TIME FORTH FOR EVER. {11:37} NOW THEREFORE SEE THAT THOU MAKE A COPY OF THESE THINGS, AND LET IT BE DELIVERED UNTO JONATHAN, AND SET UPON THE HOLY MOUNT IN A CONSPICUOUS PLACE. {11:38} AFTER THIS, WHEN KING DEMETRIUS SAW THAT THE LAND WAS QUIET BEFORE HIM, AND THAT NO RESISTANCE WAS MADE AGAINST HIM, HE SENT AWAY ALL HIS FORCES, EVERY ONE TO HIS OWN PLACE, EXCEPT CERTAIN BANDS OF STRANGERS, WHOM HE HAD GATHERED FROM THE ISLES OF THE HEATHEN: WHEREFORE ALL THE FORCES OF HIS FATHERS HATED HIM. {11:39} MOREOVER THERE WAS ONE TRYPHON, THAT HAD BEEN OF ALEXANDER’S PART AFORE, WHO, SEEING THAT ALL THE HOST MURMURED AGAINST DEMETRIUS, WENT TO SIMALCUE THE ARABIAN THAT BROUGHT UP ANTIOCHUS THE YOUNG SON OF ALEXANDER, {11:40} AND LAY SORE UPON HIM TO DELIVER HIM THIS YOUNG ANTIOCHUS, THAT HE MIGHT REIGN IN HIS FATHER’S STEAD: HE TOLD HIM THEREFORE ALL THAT DEMETRIUS HAD DONE, AND HOW HIS MEN OF WAR WERE AT ENMITY WITH HIM, AND THERE HE REMAINED A LONG SEASON. {11:41} IN THE MEAN TIME JONATHAN SENT UNTO KING DEMETRIUS, THAT HE WOULD CAST THOSE OF THE TOWER OUT OF JERUSALEM, AND THOSE ALSO IN THE FORTRESSES: FOR THEY FOUGHT AGAINST ISRAEL. {11:42} SO DEMETRIUS SENT UNTO JONATHAN, SAYING, I WILL NOT ONLY DO THIS FOR THEE AND THY PEOPLE, BUT I WILL GREATLY HONOUR THEE AND THY NATION, IF OPPORTUNITY SERVE. {11:43} NOW THEREFORE THOU SHALT DO WELL, IF THOU SEND ME MEN TO HELP ME; FOR ALL MY FORCES ARE GONE FROM ME. {11:44} UPON THIS JONATHAN SENT HIM THREE THOUSAND STRONG MEN UNTO ANTIOCH: AND WHEN THEY CAME TO THE KING, THE KING WAS VERY GLAD OF THEIR COMING. {11:45} HOWBEIT THEY THAT WERE OF THE CITY GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER INTO THE MIDST OF THE CITY, TO THE NUMBER OF A HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND MEN, AND WOULD HAVE SLAIN THE KING. {11:46} WHEREFORE THE KING FLED INTO THE COURT, BUT THEY OF THE CITY KEPT THE PASSAGES OF THE CITY, AND BEGAN TO FIGHT. {11:47} THEN THE KING CALLED TO THE JEWS FOR HELP, WHO CAME UNTO HIM ALL AT ONCE, AND DISPERSING THEMSELVES THROUGH THE CITY SLEW THAT DAY IN THE CITY TO THE NUMBER OF A HUNDRED THOUSAND. {11:48} ALSO THEY SET FIRE ON THE CITY, AND GAT MANY SPOILS THAT DAY, AND DELIVERED THE KING. {11:49} SO WHEN THEY OF THE CITY SAW THAT THE JEWS HAD GOT THE CITY AS THEY WOULD, THEIR COURAGE WAS ABATED: WHEREFORE THEY MADE SUPPLICATION TO THE KING, AND CRIED, SAYING, {11:50} GRANT US PEACE, AND LET THE JEWS CEASE FROM ASSAULTING US AND THE CITY. {11:51} WITH THAT THEY CAST AWAY THEIR WEAPONS, AND MADE PEACE; AND THE JEWS WERE HONOURED IN THE SIGHT OF THE KING, AND IN THE SIGHT OF ALL THAT WERE IN HIS REALM; AND THEY RETURNED TO JERUSALEM, HAVING GREAT SPOILS. {11:52} SO KING DEMETRIUS SAT ON THE THRONE OF HIS KINGDOM, AND THE LAND WAS QUIET BEFORE HIM. {11:53} NEVERTHELESS HE DISSEMBLED IN ALL THAT EVER HE SPAKE, AND ESTRANGED HIMSELF FROM JONATHAN, NEITHER REWARDED HE HIM ACCORDING TO THE BENEFITS WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED OF HIM, BUT TROUBLED HIM VERY SORE. {11:54} AFTER THIS RETURNED TRYPHON, AND WITH HIM THE YOUNG CHILD ANTIOCHUS, WHO REIGNED, AND WAS CROWNED. {11:55} THEN THERE GATHERED UNTO HIM ALL THE MEN OF WAR, WHOM DEMETRIUS HAD PUT AWAY, AND THEY FOUGHT AGAINST DEMETRIUS, WHO TURNED HIS BACK AND FLED. {11:56} MOREOVER TRYPHON TOOK THE ELEPHANTS, AND WON ANTIOCH. {11:57} AT THAT TIME YOUNG ANTIOCHUS WROTE UNTO JONATHAN, SAYING, I CONFIRM THEE IN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND APPOINT THEE RULER OVER THE FOUR GOVERNMENTS, AND TO BE ONE OF THE KING’S FRIENDS. {11:58} UPON THIS HE SENT HIM GOLDEN VESSELS TO BE SERVED IN, AND GAVE HIM LEAVE TO DRINK IN GOLD, AND TO BE CLOTHED IN PURPLE, AND TO WEAR A GOLDEN BUCKLE. {11:59} HIS BROTHER SIMON ALSO HE MADE CAPTAIN FROM THE PLACE CALLED THE LADDER OF TYRUS UNTO THE BORDERS OF EGYPT. {11:60} THEN JONATHAN WENT FORTH, AND PASSED THROUGH THE CITIES BEYOND THE WATER, AND ALL THE FORCES OF SYRIA GATHERED THEMSELVES UNTO HIM FOR TO HELP HIM: AND WHEN HE CAME TO ASCALON, THEY OF THE CITY MET HIM HONOURABLY. {11:61} FROM WHENCE HE WENT TO GAZA, BUT THEY OF GAZA SHUT HIM OUT; WHEREFORE HE LAID SIEGE UNTO IT, AND BURNED THE SUBURBS THEREOF WITH FIRE, AND SPOILED THEM. {11:62} AFTERWARD, WHEN THEY OF GAZA MADE SUPPLICATION UNTO JONATHAN, HE MADE PEACE WITH THEM, AND TOOK THE SONS OF THEIR CHIEF MEN FOR HOSTAGES, AND SENT THEM TO JERUSALEM, AND PASSED THROUGH THE COUNTRY UNTO DAMASCUS. {11:63} NOW WHEN JONATHAN HEARD THAT DEMETRIUS’ PRINCES WERE COME TO CADES, WHICH IS IN GALILEE, WITH A GREAT POWER, PURPOSING TO REMOVE HIM OUT OF THE COUNTRY, {11:64} HE WENT TO MEET THEM, AND LEFT SIMON HIS BROTHER IN THE COUNTRY. {11:65} THEN SIMON ENCAMPED AGAINST BETHSURA AND FOUGHT AGAINST IT A LONG SEASON, AND SHUT IT UP: {11:66} BUT THEY DESIRED TO HAVE PEACE WITH HIM, WHICH HE GRANTED THEM, AND THEN PUT THEM OUT FROM THENCE, AND TOOK THE CITY, AND SET A GARRISON IN IT. {11:67} AS FOR JONATHAN AND HIS HOST, THEY PITCHED AT THE WATER OF GENNESAR, FROM WHENCE BETIMES IN THE MORNING THEY GAT THEM TO THE PLAIN OF NASOR. {11:68} AND, BEHOLD, THE HOST OF STRANGERS MET THEM IN THE PLAIN, WHO, HAVING LAID MEN IN AMBUSH FOR HIM IN THE MOUNTAINS, CAME THEMSELVES OVER AGAINST HIM. {11:69} SO WHEN THEY THAT LAY IN AMBUSH ROSE OUT OF THEIR PLACES AND JOINED BATTLE, ALL THAT WERE OF JONATHAN’S SIDE FLED; {11:70} INSOMUCH AS THERE WAS NOT ONE OF THEM LEFT, EXCEPT MATTATHIAS THE SON OF ABSALOM, AND JUDAS THE SON OF CALPHI, THE CAPTAINS OF THE HOST. {11:71} THEN JONATHAN RENT HIS CLOTHES, AND CAST EARTH UPON HIS HEAD, AND PRAYED. {11:72} AFTERWARDS TURNING AGAIN TO BATTLE, HE PUT THEM TO FLIGHT, AND SO THEY RAN AWAY. {11:73} NOW WHEN HIS OWN MEN THAT WERE FLED SAW THIS, THEY TURNED AGAIN UNTO HIM, AND WITH HIM PURSUED THEM TO CADES, EVEN UNTO THEIR OWN TENTS, AND THERE THEY CAMPED. {11:74} SO THERE WERE SLAIN OF THE HEATHEN THAT DAY ABOUT THREE THOUSAND MEN: BUT JONATHAN RETURNED TO JERUSALEM.
{12:1} NOW WHEN JONATHAN SAW THAT TIME SERVED HIM, HE CHOSE CERTAIN MEN, AND SENT THEM TO ROME, FOR TO CONFIRM AND RENEW THE FRIENDSHIP THAT THEY HAD WITH THEM. {12:2} HE SENT LETTERS ALSO TO THE LACEDEMONIANS, AND TO OTHER PLACES, FOR THE SAME PURPOSE. {12:3} SO THEY WENT UNTO ROME, AND ENTERED INTO THE SENATE, AND SAID, JONATHAN THE HIGH PRIEST, AND THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS, SENT US UNTO YOU, TO THE END YE SHOULD RENEW THE FRIENDSHIP, WHICH YE HAD WITH THEM, AND LEAGUE, AS IN FORMER TIME. {12:4} UPON THIS THE ROMANS GAVE THEM LETTERS UNTO THE GOVERNORS OF EVERY PLACE THAT THEY SHOULD BRING THEM INTO THE LAND OF JUDEA PEACEABLY. {12:5} AND THIS IS THE COPY OF THE LETTERS WHICH JONATHAN WROTE TO THE LACEDEMONIANS: {12:6} JONATHAN THE HIGH PRIEST, AND THE ELDERS OF THE NATION, AND THE PRIESTS, AND THE OTHER OF THE JEWS, UNTO THE LACEDEMONIANS THEIR BRETHREN SEND GREETING: {12:7} THERE WERE LETTERS SENT IN TIMES PAST UNTO ONIAS THE HIGH PRIEST FROM DARIUS, WHO REIGNED THEN AMONG YOU, TO SIGNIFY THAT YE ARE OUR BRETHREN, AS THE COPY HERE UNDERWRITTEN DOTH SPECIFY. {12:8} AT WHICH TIME ONIAS ENTREATED THE AMBASSADOR THAT WAS SENT HONOURABLY, AND RECEIVED THE LETTERS, WHEREIN DECLARATION WAS MADE OF THE LEAGUE AND FRIENDSHIP. {12:9} THEREFORE WE ALSO, ALBEIT WE NEED NONE OF THESE THINGS, THAT WE HAVE THE HOLY BOOKS OF SCRIPTURE IN OUR HANDS TO COMFORT US, {12:10} HAVE NEVERTHELESS ATTEMPTED TO SEND UNTO YOU FOR THE RENEWING OF BROTHERHOOD AND FRIENDSHIP, LEST WE SHOULD BECOME STRANGERS UNTO YOU ALTOGETHER: FOR THERE IS A LONG TIME PASSED SINCE YE SENT UNTO US. {12:11} WE THEREFORE AT ALL TIMES WITHOUT CEASING, BOTH IN OUR FEASTS, AND OTHER CONVENIENT DAYS, DO REMEMBER YOU IN THE SACRIFICES WHICH WE OFFER, AND IN OUR PRAYERS, AS REASON IS, AND AS IT BECOMETH US TO THINK UPON OUR BRETHREN: {12:12} AND WE ARE RIGHT GLAD OF YOUR HONOUR. {12:13} AS FOR OURSELVES, WE HAVE HAD GREAT TROUBLES AND WARS ON EVERY SIDE, FORSOMUCH AS THE KINGS THAT ARE ROUND ABOUT US HAVE FOUGHT AGAINST US. {12:14} HOWBEIT WE WOULD NOT BE TROUBLESOME UNTO YOU, NOR TO OTHERS OF OUR CONFEDERATES AND FRIENDS, IN THESE WARS: {12:15} FOR WE HAVE HELP FROM HEAVEN THAT SUCCOURETH US, SO AS WE ARE DELIVERED FROM OUR ENEMIES, AND OUR ENEMIES ARE BROUGHT UNDER FOOT. {12:16} FOR THIS CAUSE, WE CHOSE NUMENIUS THE SON OF ANTIOCHUS, AND ANTIPATER HE SON OF JASON, AND SENT THEM UNTO THE ROMANS, TO RENEW THE AMITY THAT WE HAD WITH THEM, AND THE FORMER LEAGUE. {12:17} WE COMMANDED THEM ALSO TO GO UNTO YOU, AND TO SALUTE AND TO DELIVER YOU OUR LETTERS CONCERNING THE RENEWING OF OUR BROTHERHOOD. {12:18} WHEREFORE NOW YE SHALL DO WELL TO GIVE US AN ANSWER THERETO. {12:19} AND THIS IS THE COPY OF THE LETTERS WHICH ONIARES SENT. {12:20} AREUS KING OF THE LACEDEMONIANS TO ONIAS THE HIGH PRIEST, GREETING: {12:21} IT IS FOUND IN WRITING, THAT THE LACEDEMONIANS AND JEWS ARE BRETHREN, AND THAT THEY ARE OF THE STOCK OF ABRAHAM: {12:22} NOW THEREFORE, SINCE THIS IS COME TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, YE SHALL DO WELL TO WRITE UNTO US OF YOUR PROSPERITY. {12:23} WE DO WRITE BACK AGAIN TO YOU, THAT YOUR CATTLE AND GOODS ARE OUR’S, AND OUR’S ARE YOUR’S WE DO COMMAND THEREFORE OUR AMBASSADORS TO MAKE REPORT UNTO YOU ON THIS WISE. {12:24} NOW WHEN JONATHAN HEARD THAT DEMEBIUS’ PRINCES WERE COME TO FIGHT AGAINST HIM WITH A GREATER HOST THAN AFORE, {12:25} HE REMOVED FROM JERUSALEM, AND MET THEM IN THE LAND OF AMATHIS: FOR HE GAVE THEM NO RESPITE TO ENTER HIS COUNTRY. {12:26} HE SENT SPIES ALSO UNTO THEIR TENTS, WHO CAME AGAIN, AND TOLD HIM THAT THEY WERE APPOINTED TO COME UPON THEM IN THE NIGHT SEASON. {12:27} WHEREFORE SO SOON AS THE SUN WAS DOWN, JONATHAN COMMANDED HIS MEN TO WATCH, AND TO BE IN ARMS, THAT ALL THE NIGHT LONG THEY MIGHT BE READY TO FIGHT: ALSO, HE SENT FORTH CENTINELS ROUND ABOUT THE HOST. {12:28} BUT WHEN THE ADVERSARIES HEARD THAT JONATHAN AND HIS MEN WERE READY FOR BATTLE, THEY FEARED, AND TREMBLED IN THEIR HEARTS, AND THEY KINDLED FIRES IN THEIR CAMP. {12:29} HOWBEIT JONATHAN AND HIS COMPANY KNEW IT NOT TILL THE MORNING: FOR THEY SAW THE LIGHTS BURNING. {12:30} THEN JONATHAN PURSUED AFTER THEM, BUT OVERTOOK THEM NOT: FOR THEY WERE GONE OVER THE RIVER ELEUTHERUS. {12:31} WHEREFORE JONATHAN TURNED TO THE ARABIANS, WHO WERE CALLED ZABADEANS, AND SMOTE THEM, AND TOOK THEIR SPOILS. {12:32} AND REMOVING THENCE, HE CAME TO DAMASCUS, AND SO PASSED THROUGH ALL THE COUNTRY, {12:33} SIMON ALSO WENT FORTH, AND PASSED THROUGH THE COUNTRY UNTO ASCALON, AND THE HOLDS THERE ADJOINING, FROM WHENCE HE TURNED ASIDE TO JOPPA, AND WON IT. {12:34} FOR HE HAD HEARD THAT THEY WOULD DELIVER THE HOLD UNTO THEM THAT TOOK DEMETRIUS’ PART; WHEREFORE HE SET A GARRISON THERE TO KEEP IT. {12:35} AFTER THIS CAME JONATHAN HOME AGAIN, AND CALLING THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, HE CONSULTED WITH THEM ABOUT BUILDING STRONG HOLDS IN JUDEA, {12:36} AND MAKING THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM HIGHER, AND RAISING A GREAT MOUNT BETWEEN THE TOWER AND THE CITY, FOR TO SEPARATE IT FROM THE CITY, THAT SO IT MIGHT BE ALONE, THAT MEN MIGHT NEITHER SELL NOR BUY IN IT. {12:37} UPON THIS THEY CAME TOGETHER TO BUILD UP THE CITY, FORASMUCH AS PART OF THE WALL TOWARD THE BROOK ON THE EAST SIDE WAS FALLEN DOWN, AND THEY REPAIRED THAT WHICH WAS CALLED CAPHENATHA. {12:38} SIMON ALSO SET UP ADIDA IN SEPHELA, AND MADE IT STRONG WITH GATES AND BARS. {12:39} NOW TRYPHON WENT ABOUT TO GET THE KINGDOM OF ASIA, AND TO KILL ANTIOCHUS THE KING, THAT HE MIGHT SET THE CROWN UPON HIS OWN HEAD. {12:40} HOWBEIT HE WAS AFRAID THAT JONATHAN WOULD NOT SUFFER HIM, AND THAT HE WOULD FIGHT AGAINST HIM; WHEREFORE HE SOUGHT A WAY HOW TO TAKE JONATHAN, THAT HE MIGHT KILL HIM. SO, HE REMOVED, AND CAME TO BETHSAN. {12:41} THEN JONATHAN WENT OUT TO MEET HIM WITH FORTY THOUSAND MEN CHOSEN FOR THE BATTLE, AND CAME TO BETHSAN. {12:42} NOW WHEN TRYPHON SAW JONATHAN CAME WITH SO GREAT A FORCE, HE DURST NOT STRETCH HIS HAND AGAINST HIM; {12:43} BUT RECEIVED HIM HONOURABLY, AND COMMENDED HIM UNTO ALL HIS FRIENDS, AND GAVE HIM GIFTS, AND COMMANDED HIS MEN OF WAR TO BE AS OBEDIENT UNTO HIM, AS TO HIMSELF. {12:44} UNTO JONATHAN ALSO HE SAID, WHY HAST THOU BROUGHT ALL THIS PEOPLE TO SO GREAT TROUBLE, SEEING THERE IS NO WAR BETWIXT US? {12:45} THEREFORE SEND THEM NOW HOME AGAIN, AND CHOOSE A FEW MEN TO WAIT ON THEE, AND COME THOU WITH ME TO PTOLEMAIS, FOR I WILL GIVE IT THEE, AND THE REST OF THE STRONG HOLDS AND FORCES, AND ALL THAT HAVE ANY CHARGE: AS FOR ME, I WILL RETURN AND DEPART: FOR THIS IS THE CAUSE OF MY COMING. {12:46} SO JONATHAN BELIEVING HIM DID AS HE BADE HIM, AND SENT AWAY HIS HOST, WHO WENT INTO THE LAND OF JUDEA. {12:47} AND WITH HIMSELF HE RETAINED BUT THREE THOUSAND MEN, OF WHOM HE SENT TWO THOUSAND INTO GALILEE, AND ONE THOUSAND WENT WITH HIM. {12:48} NOW AS SOON AS JONATHAN ENTERED INTO PTOLEMAIS, THEY OF PTOLEMAIS SHUT THE GATES AND TOOK HIM, AND ALL THEM THAT CAME WITH HIM THEY SLEW WITH THE SWORD. {12:49} THEN SENT TRYPHON AN HOST OF FOOTMEN AND HORSEMEN INTO GALILEE, AND INTO THE GREAT PLAIN, TO DESTROY ALL JONATHAN’S COMPANY. {12:50} BUT WHEN THEY KNEW THAT JONATHAN AND THEY THAT WERE WITH HIM WERE TAKEN AND SLAIN, THEY ENCOURAGED ONE ANOTHER; AND WENT CLOSE TOGETHER, PREPARED TO FIGHT. {12:51} THEY THEREFORE THAT FOLLOWED UPON THEM, PERCEIVING THAT THEY WERE READY TO FIGHT FOR THEIR LIVES, TURNED BACK AGAIN. {12:52} WHEREUPON THEY ALL CAME INTO THE LAND OF JUDEA PEACEABLY, AND THERE THEY BEWAILED JONATHAN, AND THEM THAT WERE WITH HIM, AND THEY WERE SORE AFRAID; WHEREFORE ALL ISRAEL MADE GREAT LAMENTATION. {12:53} THEN ALL THE HEATHEN THAT WERE ROUND ABOUT THEN SOUGHT TO DESTROY THEM: FOR SAID THEY, THEY HAVE NO CAPTAIN, NOR ANY TO HELP THEM: NOW THEREFORE LET US MAKE WAR UPON THEM, AND TAKE AWAY THEIR MEMORIAL FROM AMONG MEN. 
{13:1} NOW WHEN SIMON HEARD THAT TRYPHON HAD GATHERED TOGETHER A GREAT HOST TO INVADE THE LAND OF JUDEA, AND DESTROY IT, {13:2} AND SAW THAT THE PEOPLE, WAS IN GREAT TREMBLING AND FEAR, HE WENT UP TO JERUSALEM, AND GATHERED THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, {13:3} AND GAVE THEM EXHORTATION, SAYING, YE YOURSELVES KNOW WHAT GREAT THINGS I, AND MY BRETHREN, AND MY FATHER’S HOUSE, HAVE DONE FOR THE LAWS AND THE SANCTUARY, THE BATTLES ALSO AND TROUBLES WHICH WE HAVE SEEN. {13:4} BY REASON WHEREOF ALL MY BRETHREN ARE SLAIN FOR ISRAEL’S SAKE, AND I AM LEFT ALONE. {13:5} NOW THEREFORE BE IT FAR FROM ME, THAT I SHOULD SPARE MINE OWN LIFE IN ANY TIME OF TROUBLE: FOR I AM NO BETTER THAN MY BRETHREN. {13:6} DOUBTLESS I WILL AVENGE MY NATION, AND THE SANCTUARY, AND OUR WIVES, AND OUR CHILDREN: FOR ALL THE HEATHEN ARE GATHERED TO DESTROY US OF VERY MALICE. {13:7} NOW AS SOON AS THE PEOPLE HEARD THESE WORDS, THEIR SPIRIT REVIVED. {13:8} AND THEY ANSWERED WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING, THOU SHALT BE OUR LEADER INSTEAD OF JUDAS AND JONATHAN THY BROTHER. {13:9} FIGHT THOU OUR BATTLES, AND WHATSOEVER, THOU COMMANDEST US, THAT WILL WE DO. {13:10} SO THEN HE GATHERED TOGETHER ALL THE MEN OF WAR, AND MADE HASTE TO FINISH THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM, AND HE FORTIFIED IT ROUND ABOUT. {13:11} ALSO HE SENT JONATHAN THE SON OF ABSOLOM, AND WITH HIM A GREAT POWER, TO JOPPA: WHO CASTING OUT THEM THAT WERE THEREIN REMAINED THERE IN IT. {13:12} SO TRYPHON REMOVED FROM PTOLEMAUS WITH A GREAT POWER TO INVADE THE LAND OF JUDEA, AND JONATHAN WAS WITH HIM IN WARD. {13:13} BUT SIMON PITCHED HIS TENTS AT ADIDA, OVER AGAINST THE PLAIN. {13:14} NOW WHEN TRYPHON KNEW THAT SIMON WAS RISEN UP INSTEAD OF HIS BROTHER JONATHAN, AND MEANT TO JOIN BATTLE WITH HIM, HE SENT MESSENGERS UNTO HIM, SAYING, {13:15} WHEREAS WE HAVE JONATHAN THY BROTHER IN HOLD, IT IS FOR MONEY THAT HE IS OWING UNTO THE KING’S TREASURE, CONCERNING THE BUSINESS THAT WAS COMMITTED UNTO HIM. {13:16} WHEREFORE NOW SEND A HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER, AND TWO OF HIS SONS FOR HOSTAGES, THAT WHEN HE IS AT LIBERTY, HE MAY NOT REVOLT FROM US, AND WE WILL LET HIM GO. {13:17} HEREUPON SIMON, ALBEIT HE PERCEIVED THAT THEY SPAKE DECEITFULLY UNTO HIM YET SENT HE THE MONEY AND THE CHILDREN, LEST PERADVENTURE HE SHOULD PROCURE TO HIMSELF GREAT HATRED OF THE PEOPLE: {13:18} WHO MIGHT HAVE SAID, BECAUSE I SENT HIM NOT THE MONEY AND THE CHILDREN, THEREFORE IS JONATHAN DEAD. {13:19} SO HE SENT THEM THE CHILDREN AND THE HUNDRED TALENTS: HOWBEIT TRYPHON DISSEMBLED NEITHER WOULD HE LET JONATHAN GO. {13:20} AND AFTER THIS CAME TRYPHON TO INVADE THE LAND, AND DESTROY IT, GOING [A] ROUND ABOUT BY THE WAY THAT LEADETH UNTO ADORA: BUT SIMON AND HIS HOST MARCHED AGAINST HIM IN EVERY PLACE, WHERESOEVER HE WENT. {13:21} NOW THEY THAT WERE IN THE TOWER SENT MESSENGERS UNTO TRYPHON, TO THE END THAT HE SHOULD HASTEN HIS COMING UNTO THEM BY THE WILDERNESS, AND SEND THEM VICTUALS. {13:22} WHEREFORE TRYPHON MADE READY ALL HIS HORSEMEN TO COME THAT NIGHT: BUT THERE FELL A VERY GREAT SNOW, BY REASON WHEREOF HE CAME NOT. SO, HE DEPARTED, AND CAME INTO THE COUNTRY OF GALAAD. {13:23} AND WHEN HE CAME NEAR TO BASCAMA HE SLEW JONATHAN, WHO WAS BURIED THERE. {13:24} AFTERWARD TRYPHON RETURNED AND WENT INTO HIS OWN LAND. {13:25} THEN SENT SIMON, AND TOOK THE BONES OF JONATHAN HIS BROTHER, AND BURIED THEM IN MODIN, THE CITY OF HIS FATHERS. {13:26} AND ALL ISRAEL MADE GREAT LAMENTATION FOR HIM, AND BEWAILED HIM MANY DAYS. {13:27} SIMON ALSO BUILT A MONUMENT UPON THE SEPULCHRE OF HIS FATHER AND HIS BRETHREN, AND RAISED IT ALOFT TO THE SIGHT, WITH HEWN STONE BEHIND AND BEFORE. {13:28} MOREOVER HE SET UP SEVEN PYRAMIDS, ONE AGAINST ANOTHER, FOR HIS FATHER, AND HIS MOTHER, AND HIS FOUR BRETHREN. {13:29} AND IN THESE HE MADE CUNNING DEVICES, ABOUT THE WHICH HE SET GREAT PILLARS, AND UPON THE PILLARS HE MADE ALL THEIR ARMOUR FOR A PERPETUAL MEMORY, AND BY THE ARMOUR SHIPS CARVED, THAT THEY MIGHT BE SEEN OF ALL THAT SAIL ON THE SEA. {13:30} THIS IS THE SEPULCHRE WHICH HE MADE AT MODIN, AND IT STANDETH YET UNTO THIS DAY. {13:31} NOW TRYPHON DEALT DECEITFULLY WITH THE YOUNG KING ANTIOCHUS, AND SLEW HIM. {13:32} AND HE REIGNED IN HIS STEAD, AND CROWNED HIMSELF KING OF ASIA, AND BROUGHT A GREAT CALAMITY UPON THE LAND. {13:33} THEN SIMON BUILT UP THE STRONG HOLDS IN JUDEA, AND FENCED THEM ABOUT WITH HIGH TOWERS, AND GREAT WALLS, AND GATES, AND BARS, AND LAID UP VICTUALS THEREIN. {13:34} MOREOVER SIMON CHOSE MEN, AND SENT TO KING DEMETRIUS, TO THE END HE SHOULD GIVE THE LAND AN IMMUNITY, BECAUSE ALL THAT TRYPHON DID WAS TO SPOIL. {13:35} UNTO WHOM KING DEMETRIUS ANSWERED AND WROTE AFTER THIS MANNER: {13:36} KING DEMETRIUS UNTO SIMON THE HIGH PRIEST, AND FRIEND OF KINGS, AS ALSO UNTO THE ELDERS AND NATION OF THE JEWS, SENDETH GREETING: {13:37} THE GOLDEN CROWN, AND THE SCARLET ROBE, WHICH YE SENT UNTO US, WE HAVE RECEIVED: AND WE ARE READY TO MAKE A STEDFAST PEACE WITH YOU, YEA, AND TO WRITE UNTO OUR OFFICERS, TO CONFIRM THE IMMUNITIES WHICH WE HAVE GRANTED. {13:38} AND WHATSOEVER COVENANTS WE HAVE MADE WITH YOU SHALL STAND; AND THE STRONG HOLDS, WHICH YE HAVE BUILDED, SHALL BE YOUR OWN. {13:39} AS FOR ANY OVERSIGHT OR FAULT COMMITTED UNTO THIS DAY, WE FORGIVE IT, AND THE CROWN TAX ALSO, WHICH YE OWE US: AND IF THERE WERE ANY OTHER TRIBUTE PAID IN JERUSALEM, IT SHALL NO MORE BE PAID. {13:40} AND LOOK WHO ARE MEET AMONG YOU TO BE IN OUR COURT, LET THEN BE ENROLLED, AND LET THERE BE PEACE BETWIXT US. {13:41} THUS THE YOKE OF THE HEATHEN WAS TAKEN AWAY FROM ISRAEL IN THE HUNDRED AND SEVENTIETH YEAR. {13:42} THEN THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL BEGAN TO WRITE IN THEIR INSTRUMENTS AND CONTRACTS, IN THE FIRST YEAR OF SIMON THE HIGH PRIEST, THE GOVERNOR AND LEADER OF THE JEWS. {13:43} IN THOSE DAYS SIMON CAMPED AGAINST GAZA AND BESIEGED IT ROUND ABOUT; HE MADE ALSO AN ENGINE OF WAR, AND SET IT BY THE CITY, AND BATTERED A CERTAIN TOWER, AND TOOK IT. {13:44} AND THEY THAT WERE IN THE ENGINE LEAPED INTO THE CITY; WHEREUPON THERE WAS A GREAT UPROAR IN THE CITY: {13:45} INSOMUCH AS THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY RENT THEIR CLOTHES, AND CLIMBED UPON THE WALLS WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, AND CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, BESEECHING SIMON TO GRANT THEM PEACE. {13:46} AND THEY SAID, DEAL NOT WITH US ACCORDING TO OUR WICKEDNESS, BUT ACCORDING TO THY MERCY. {13:47} SO SIMON WAS APPEASED TOWARD THEM, AND FOUGHT NO MORE AGAINST THEM, BUT PUT THEM OUT OF THE CITY, AND CLEANSED THE HOUSES WHEREIN THE IDOLS WERE, AND SO ENTERED INTO IT WITH SONGS AND THANKSGIVING. {13:48} YEA, HE PUT ALL UNCLEANNESS OUT OF IT, AND PLACED SUCH MEN THERE AS WOULD KEEP THE LAW, AND MADE IT STRONGER THAN IT WAS BEFORE, AND BUILT THEREIN A DWELLINGPLACE FOR HIMSELF. {13:49} THEY ALSO OF THE TOWER IN JERUSALEM WERE KEPT SO STRAIT, THAT THEY COULD NEITHER COME FORTH, NOR GO INTO THE COUNTRY, NOR BUY, NOR SELL: WHEREFORE THEY WERE IN GREAT DISTRESS FOR WANT OF VICTUALS, AND A GREAT NUMBER OF THEM PERISHED THROUGH FAMINE. {13:50} THEN CRIED THEY TO SIMON, BESEECHING HIM TO BE AT ONE WITH THEM: WHICH THING HE GRANTED THEM; AND WHEN HE HAD PUT THEM OUT FROM THENCE, HE CLEANSED THE TOWER FROM POLLUTIONS: {13:51} AND ENTERED INTO IT THE THREE AND TWENTIETH DAY OF THE SECOND MONTH IN THE HUNDRED SEVENTY AND FIRST YEAR, WITH THANKSGIVING, AND BRANCHES OF PALM TREES, AND WITH HARPS, AND CYMBALS, AND WITH VIOLS, AND HYMNS, AND SONGS: BECAUSE THERE WAS DESTROYED A GREAT ENEMY OUT OF ISRAEL. {13:52} HE ORDAINED ALSO THAT THAT DAY SHOULD BE KEPT EVERY YEAR WITH GLADNESS. MOREOVER, THE HILL OF THE TEMPLE THAT WAS BY THE TOWER HE MADE STRONGER THAN IT WAS, AND THERE HE DWELT HIMSELF WITH HIS COMPANY. {13:53} AND WHEN SIMON SAW THAT JOHN HIS SON WAS A VALIANT MAN, HE MADE HIM CAPTAIN OF ALL THE HOSTS; AND HE DWELT IN GAZERA. 
{14:1} NOW IN THE HUNDRED THREESCORE AND TWELFTH YEAR KING DEMETRIUS GATHERED HIS FORCES TOGETHER, AND WENT INTO MEDIA TO GET HIM HELP TO FIGHT AGAINST TRYPHONE. {14:2} BUT WHEN ARSACES, THE KING OF PERSIA AND MEDIA, HEARD THAT DEMETRIUS WAS ENTERED WITHIN HIS BORDERS, HE SENT ONE OF HIS PRINCES TO TAKE HIM ALIVE: {14:3} WHO WENT AND SMOTE THE HOST OF DEMETRIUS, AND TOOK HIM, AND BROUGHT HIM TO ARSACES, BY WHOM HE WAS PUT IN WARD. {14:4} AS FOR THE LAND OF JUDEA, THAT WAS QUIET ALL THE DAYS OF SIMON; FOR HE SOUGHT THE GOOD OF HIS NATION IN SUCH WISE, AS THAT EVERMORE HIS AUTHORITY AND HONOUR PLEASED THEM WELL. {14:5} AND AS HE WAS HONOURABLE IN ALL HIS ACTS, SO IN THIS, THAT HE TOOK JOPPA FOR AN HAVEN, AND MADE AN ENTRANCE TO THE ISLES OF THE SEA, {14:6} AND ENLARGED THE BOUNDS OF HIS NATION, AND RECOVERED THE COUNTRY, {14:7} AND GATHERED TOGETHER A GREAT NUMBER OF CAPTIVES, AND HAD THE DOMINION OF GAZERA, AND BETHSURA, AND THE TOWER, OUT OF THE WHICH HE TOOK ALL UNCLEANESS, NEITHER WAS THERE ANY THAT RESISTED HIM. {14:8} THEN DID THEY TILL THEIR GROUND IN PEACE, AND THE EARTH GAVE HER INCREASE, AND THE TREES OF THE FIELD THEIR FRUIT. {14:9} THE ANCIENT MEN SAT ALL IN THE STREETS, COMMUNING TOGETHER OF GOOD THINGS, AND THE YOUNG MEN PUT ON GLORIOUS AND WARLIKE APPAREL. {14:10} HE PROVIDED VICTUALS FOR THE CITIES, AND SET IN THEM ALL MANNER OF MUNITION, SO THAT HIS HONOURABLE NAME WAS RENOWNED UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD. {14:11} HE MADE PEACE IN THE LAND, AND ISRAEL REJOICED WITH GREAT JOY: {14:12} FOR EVERY MAN SAT UNDER HIS VINE AND HIS FIG TREE, AND THERE WAS NONE TO FRAY THEM: {14:13} NEITHER WAS THERE ANY LEFT IN THE LAND TO FIGHT AGAINST THEM: YEA, THE KINGS THEMSELVES WERE OVERTHROWN IN THOSE DAYS. {14:14} MOREOVER HE STRENGTHENED ALL THOSE OF HIS PEOPLE THAT WERE BROUGHT LOW: THE LAW HE SEARCHED OUT; AND EVERY CONTEMNER OF THE LAW AND WICKED PERSON HE TOOK AWAY. {14:15} HE BEAUTIFIED THE SANCTUARY, AND MULTIPLIED VESSELS OF THE TEMPLE. {14:16} NOW WHEN IT WAS HEARD AT ROME, AND AS FAR AS SPARTA, THAT JONATHAN WAS DEAD, THEY WERE VERY SORRY. {14:17} BUT AS SOON AS THEY HEARD THAT HIS BROTHER SIMON WAS MADE HIGH PRIEST IN HIS STEAD, AND RULED THE COUNTRY, AND THE CITIES THEREIN: {14:18} THEY WROTE UNTO HIM IN TABLES OF BRASS, TO RENEW THE FRIENDSHIP AND LEAGUE WHICH THEY HAD MADE WITH JUDAS AND JONATHAN HIS BRETHREN: {14:19} WHICH WRITINGS WERE READ BEFORE THE CONGREGATION AT JERUSALEM. {14:20} AND THIS IS THE COPY OF THE LETTERS THAT THE LACEDEMONIANS SENT; THE RULERS OF THE LACEDEMONIANS, WITH THE CITY, UNTO SIMON THE HIGH PRIEST, AND THE ELDERS, AND PRIESTS, AND RESIDUE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS, OUR BRETHREN, SEND GREETING: {14:21} THE AMBASSADORS THAT WERE SENT UNTO OUR PEOPLE CERTIFIED US OF YOUR GLORY AND HONOUR: WHEREFORE WE WERE GLAD OF THEIR COMING, {14:22} AND DID REGISTER THE THINGS THAT THEY SPAKE IN THE COUNCIL OF THE PEOPLE IN THIS MANNER; NUMENIUS SON OF ANTIOCHUS, AND ANTIPATER SON OF JASON, THE JEWS’ AMBASSADORS, CAME UNTO US TO RENEW THE FRIENDSHIP THEY HAD WITH US. {14:23} AND IT PLEASED THE PEOPLE TO ENTERTAIN THE MEN HONOURABLY, AND TO PUT THE COPY OF THEIR AMBASSAGE IN PUBLICK RECORDS, TO THE END THE PEOPLE OF THE LACEDEMONIANS MIGHT HAVE A MEMORIAL THEREOF: FURTHERMORE, WE HAVE WRITTEN A COPY THEREOF UNTO SIMON THE HIGH PRIEST. {14:24} AFTER THIS SIMON SENT NUMENIUS TO ROME WITH A GREAT SHIELD OF GOLD OF A THOUSAND, POUND WEIGHT TO CONFIRM THE LEAGUE WITH THEM. {14:25} WHEREOF WHEN THE PEOPLE HEARD, THEY SAID, WHAT THANKS SHALL WE GIVE TO SIMON AND HIS SONS? {14:26} FOR HE AND HIS BRETHREN AND THE HOUSE OF HIS FATHER HAVE ESTABLISHED ISRAEL, AND CHASED AWAY IN FIGHT THEIR ENEMIES FROM THEM, AND CONFIRMED THEIR LIBERTY. {14:27} SO THEN THEY WROTE IT IN TABLES OF BRASS, WHICH THEY SET UPON PILLARS IN MOUNT SION: AND THIS IS THE COPY OF THE WRITING; THE EIGHTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH ELUL, IN THE HUNDRED THREESCORE AND TWELFTH YEAR, BEING THE THIRD YEAR OF SIMON THE HIGH PRIEST, {14:28} AT SARAMEL IN THE GREAT CONGREGATION OF THE PRIESTS, AND PEOPLE, AND RULERS OF THE NATION, AND ELDERS OF THE COUNTRY, WERE THESE THINGS NOTIFIED UNTO US. {14:29} FORASMUCH AS OFTENTIMES THERE HAVE BEEN WARS IN THE COUNTRY, WHEREIN FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THEIR SANCTUARY, AND THE LAW, SIMON THE SON OF MATTATHIAS, OF THE POSTERITY OF JARIB, TOGETHER WITH HIS BRETHREN, PUT THEMSELVES IN JEOPARDY, AND RESISTING THE ENEMIES OF THEIR NATION DID THEIR NATION GREAT HONOUR: {14:30} (FOR AFTER THAT JONATHAN, HAVING GATHERED HIS NATION TOGETHER, AND BEEN THEIR HIGH PRIEST, WAS ADDED TO HIS PEOPLE, {14:31} THEIR ENEMIES PREPARED TO INVADE THEIR COUNTRY, THAT THEY MIGHT DESTROY IT, AND LAY HANDS ON THE SANCTUARY: {14:32} AT WHICH TIME SIMON ROSE UP, AND FOUGHT FOR HIS NATION, AND SPENT MUCH OF HIS OWN SUBSTANCE, AND ARMED THE VALIANT MEN OF HIS NATION AND GAVE THEM WAGES, {14:33} AND FORTIFIED THE CITIES OF JUDEA, TOGETHER WITH BETHSURA, THAT LIETH UPON THE BORDERS OF JUDEA, WHERE THE ARMOUR OF THE ENEMIES HAD BEEN BEFORE; BUT HE SET A GARRISON OF JEWS THERE: {14:34} MOREOVER HE FORTIFIED JOPPA, WHICH LIETH UPON THE SEA, AND GAZERA, THAT BORDERETH UPON AZOTUS, WHERE THE ENEMIES HAD DWELT BEFORE: BUT HE PLACED JEWS THERE, AND FURNISHED THEM WITH ALL THINGS CONVENIENT FOR THE REPARATION THEREOF.) {14:35} THE PEOPLE THEREFORE SANG THE ACTS OF SIMON, AND UNTO WHAT GLORY HE THOUGHT TO BRING HIS NATION, MADE HIM THEIR GOVERNOR AND CHIEF PRIEST, BECAUSE HE HAD DONE ALL THESE THINGS, AND FOR THE JUSTICE AND FAITH WHICH HE KEPT TO HIS NATION, AND FOR THAT HE SOUGHT BY ALL MEANS TO EXALT HIS PEOPLE. {14:36} FOR IN HIS TIME THINGS PROSPERED IN HIS HANDS, SO THAT THE HEATHEN, WERE TAKEN OUT OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND THEY ALSO THAT WERE IN THE CITY OF DAVID IN JERUSALEM, WHO HAD MADE THEMSELVES A TOWER, OUT OF WHICH THEY ISSUED, AND POLLUTED ALL ABOUT THE SANCTUARY, AND DID MUCH HURT IN THE HOLY PLACE: {14:37} BUT HE PLACED JEWS THEREIN. AND FORTIFIED IT FOR THE SAFETY OF THE COUNTRY AND THE CITY, AND RAISED UP THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM. {14:38} KING DEMETRIUS ALSO CONFIRMED HIM IN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD ACCORDING TO THOSE THINGS, {14:39} AND MADE HIM ONE OF HIS FRIENDS, AND HONOURED HIM WITH GREAT HONOUR. {14:40} FOR HE HAD HEARD SAY, THAT THE ROMANS HAD CALLED THE JEWS THEIR FRIENDS AND CONFEDERATES AND BRETHREN; AND THAT THEY HAD ENTERTAINED THE AMBASSADORS OF SIMON HONOURABLY; {14:41} ALSO THAT THE JEWS AND PRIESTS WERE WELL PLEASED THAT SIMON SHOULD BE THEIR GOVERNOR AND HIGH PRIEST FOR EVER, UNTIL THERE SHOULD ARISE A FAITHFUL PROPHET; {14:42} MOREOVER THAT HE SHOULD BE THEIR CAPTAIN, AND SHOULD TAKE CHARGE OF THE SANCTUARY, TO SET THEM OVER THEIR WORKS, AND OVER THE COUNTRY, AND OVER THE ARMOUR, AND OVER THE FORTRESSES, THAT, I SAY, HE SHOULD TAKE CHARGE OF THE SANCTUARY; {14:43} BESIDE THIS, THAT HE SHOULD BE OBEYED OF EVERY MAN, AND THAT ALL THE WRITINGS IN THE COUNTRY SHOULD BE MADE IN HIS NAME, AND THAT HE SHOULD BE CLOTHED IN PURPLE, AND WEAR GOLD: {14:44} ALSO THAT IT SHOULD BE LAWFUL FOR NONE OF THE PEOPLE OR PRIESTS TO BREAK ANY OF THESE THINGS, OR TO GAINSAY HIS WORDS, OR TO GATHER AN ASSEMBLY IN THE COUNTRY WITHOUT HIM, OR TO BE CLOTHED IN PURPLE, OR WEAR A BUCKLE OF GOLD; {14:45} AND WHOSOEVER SHOULD DO OTHERWISE, OR BREAK ANY OF THESE THINGS, HE SHOULD BE PUNISHED. {14:46} THUS IT LIKED ALL THE PEOPLE TO DEAL WITH SIMON, AND TO DO AS HATH BEEN SAID. {14:47} THEN SIMON ACCEPTED HEREOF, AND WAS WELL PLEASED TO BE HIGH PRIEST, AND CAPTAIN AND GOVERNOR OF THE JEWS AND PRIESTS, AND TO DEFEND THEM ALL. {14:48} SO THEY COMMANDED THAT THIS WRITING SHOULD BE PUT IN TABLES OF BRASS, AND THAT THEY SHOULD BE SET UP WITHIN THE COMPASS OF THE SANCTUARY IN A CONSPICUOUS PLACE; {14:49} ALSO THAT THE COPIES THEREOF SHOULD BE LAID UP IN THE TREASURY, TO THE END THAT SIMON AND HIS SONS MIGHT HAVE THEM. 
{15:1} MOREOVER ANTIOCHUS SON OF DEMETRIUS THE KING SENT LETTERS FROM THE ISLES OF THE SEA UNTO SIMON THE PRIEST AND PRINCE OF THE JEWS, AND TO ALL THE PEOPLE; {15:2} THE CONTENTS WHEREOF WERE THESE: KING ANTIOCHUS TO SIMON THE HIGH PRIEST AND PRINCE OF HIS NATION, AND TO THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS, GREETING: {15:3} FORASMUCH AS CERTAIN PESTILENT MEN HAVE USURPED THE KINGDOM OF OUR FATHERS, AND MY PURPOSE IS TO CHALLENGE IT AGAIN, THAT I MAY RESTORE IT TO THE OLD ESTATE, AND TO THAT END HAVE GATHERED A MULTITUDE OF FOREIGN SOLDIERS TOGETHER, AND PREPARED SHIPS OF WAR; {15:4} MY MEANING ALSO BEING TO GO THROUGH THE COUNTRY, THAT I MAY BE AVENGED OF THEM THAT HAVE DESTROYED IT, AND MADE MANY CITIES IN THE KINGDOM DESOLATE: {15:5} NOW THEREFORE I CONFIRM UNTO THEE ALL THE OBLATIONS WHICH THE KINGS BEFORE ME GRANTED THEE, AND WHATSOEVER GIFTS BESIDES THEY GRANTED. {15:6} I GIVE THEE LEAVE ALSO TO COIN MONEY FOR THY COUNTRY WITH THINE OWN STAMP. {15:7} AND AS CONCERNING JERUSALEM AND THE SANCTUARY, LET THEM BE FREE; AND ALL THE ARMOUR THAT THOU HAST MADE, AND FORTRESSES THAT THOU HAST BUILT, AND KEEPEST IN THINE HANDS, LET THEM REMAIN UNTO THEE. {15:8} AND IF, ANYTHING BE, OR SHALL BE, OWING TO THE KING, LET IT BE FORGIVEN THEE FROM THIS TIME FORTH FOR EVERMORE. {15:9} FURTHERMORE, WHEN WE HAVE OBTAINED OUR KINGDOM, WE WILL HONOUR THEE, AND THY NATION, AND THY TEMPLE, WITH GREAT HONOUR, SO THAT YOUR HONOUR SHALL BE KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. {15:10} IN THE HUNDRED THREESCORE AND FOURTEENTH YEAR WENT ANTIOCHUS INTO THE LAND OF HIS FATHERS: AT WHICH TIME ALL THE FORCES CAME TOGETHER UNTO HIM, SO THAT FEW WERE LEFT WITH TRYPHON. {15:11} WHEREFORE BEING PURSUED BY KING ANTIOCHUS, HE FLED UNTO DORA, WHICH LIETH BY THE SEA SIDE: {15:12} FOR HE SAW THAT TROUBLES CAME UPON HIM ALL AT ONCE, AND THAT HIS FORCES HAD FORSAKEN HIM. {15:13} THEN CAMPED ANTIOCHUS AGAINST DORA, HAVING WITH HIM AN HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND MEN OF WAR, AND EIGHT THOUSAND HORSEMEN. {15:14} AND WHEN HE HAD COMPASSED THE CITY ROUND ABOUT, AND JOINED SHIPS CLOSE TO THE TOWN ON THE SEA SIDE, HE VEXED THE CITY BY LAND AND BY SEA, NEITHER SUFFERED HE ANY TO GO OUT OR IN. {15:15} IN THE MEAN SEASON CAME NUMENIUS AND HIS COMPANY FROM ROME, HAVING LETTERS TO THE KINGS AND COUNTRIES; WHEREIN WERE WRITTEN THESE THINGS: {15:16} LUCIUS, CONSUL OF THE ROMANS UNTO KING PTOLEMEE, GREETING: {15:17} THE JEWS’ AMBASSADORS, OUR FRIENDS AND CONFEDERATES, CAME UNTO US TO RENEW THE OLD FRIENDSHIP AND LEAGUE, BEING SENT FROM SIMON THE HIGH PRIEST, AND FROM THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS: {15:18} AND THEY BROUGHT A SHIELD OF GOLD OF A THOUSAND POUND. {15:19} WE THOUGHT IT GOOD THEREFORE TO WRITE UNTO THE KINGS AND COUNTRIES, THAT THEY SHOULD DO THEM NO HARM, NOR FIGHT AGAINST THEM, THEIR CITIES, OR COUNTRIES, NOR YET AID THEIR ENEMIES AGAINST THEM. {15:20} IT SEEMED ALSO GOOD TO US TO RECEIVE THE SHIELD OF THEM. {15:21} IF THEREFORE THERE BE ANY PESTILENT FELLOWS, THAT HAVE FLED FROM THEIR COUNTRY UNTO YOU, DELIVER THEM UNTO SIMON THE HIGH PRIEST, THAT HE MAY PUNISH THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN LAW. {15:22} THE SAME THINGS WROTE HE LIKEWISE UNTO DEMETRIUS THE KING, AND ATTALUS, TO ARIARATHES, AND ARSACES, {15:23} AND TO ALL THE COUNTRIES AND TO SAMPSAMES, AND THE LACEDEMONIANS, AND TO DELUS, AND MYNDUS, AND SICYON, AND CARIA, AND SAMOS, AND PAMPHYLIA, AND LYCIA, AND HALICARNASSUS, AND RHODUS, AND ARADUS, AND COS, AND SIDE, AND ARADUS, AND GORTYNA, AND CNIDUS, AND CYPRUS, AND CYRENE. {15:24} AND THE COPY HEREOF THEY WROTE TO SIMON THE HIGH PRIEST. {15:25} SO ANTIOCHUS THE KING CAMPED AGAINST DORA THE SECOND DAY, ASSAULTING IT CONTINUALLY, AND MAKING ENGINES, BY WHICH MEANS HE SHUT UP TRYPHON, THAT HE COULD NEITHER GO OUT NOR IN. {15:26} AT THAT TIME SIMON SENT HIM TWO THOUSAND CHOSEN MEN TO AID HIM; SILVER ALSO, AND GOLD, AND MUCH ARMOUR. {15:27} NEVERTHELESS HE WOULD NOT RECEIVE THEM, BUT BRAKE ALL THE COVENANTS WHICH HE HAD MADE WITH HIM AFORE, AND BECAME STRANGE UNTO HIM. {15:28} FURTHERMORE HE SENT UNTO HIM ATHENOBIUS, ONE OF HIS FRIENDS, TO COMMUNE WITH HIM, AND SAY, YE WITHHOLD JOPPA AND GAZERA; WITH THE TOWER THAT IS IN JERUSALEM, WHICH ARE CITIES OF MY REALM. {15:29} THE BORDERS THEREOF YE HAVE WASTED, AND DONE GREAT HURT IN THE LAND, AND GOT THE DOMINION OF MANY PLACES WITHIN MY KINGDOM. {15:30} NOW THEREFORE DELIVER THE CITIES WHICH YE HAVE TAKEN, AND THE TRIBUTES OF THE PLACES, WHEREOF YE HAVE GOTTEN DOMINION WITHOUT THE BORDERS OF JUDEA: {15:31} OR ELSE GIVE ME FOR THEM FIVE HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER; AND FOR THE HARM THAT YE HAVE DONE, AND THE TRIBUTES OF THE CITIES, OTHER FIVE HUNDRED TALENTS: IF NOT, WE WILL COME AND FIGHT AGAINST YOU {15:32} SO ATHENOBIUS THE KING’S FRIEND CAME TO JERUSALEM: AND WHEN HE SAW THE GLORY OF SIMON, AND THE CUPBOARD OF GOLD AND SILVER PLATE, AND HIS GREAT ATTENDANCE, HE WAS ASTONISHED, AND TOLD HIM THE KING’S MESSAGE. {15:33} THEN ANSWERED SIMON, AND SAID UNTO HIM, WE HAVE NEITHER TAKEN OTHER MEN’S LAND, NOR HOLDEN THAT WHICH APPERTAINETH TO OTHERS, BUT THE INHERITANCE OF OUR FATHERS, WHICH OUR ENEMIES HAD WRONGFULLY IN POSSESSION A CERTAIN TIME. {15:34} WHEREFORE WE, HAVING OPPORTUNITY, HOLD THE INHERITANCE OF OUR FATHERS. {15:35} AND WHEREAS THOU DEMANDEST JOPPA AND GAZERA, ALBEIT THEY DID GREAT HARM UNTO THE PEOPLE IN OUR COUNTRY, YET WILL WE GIVE THEE A HUNDRED TALENTS FOR THEM. HEREUNTO ATHENOBIUS ANSWERED HIM NOT A WORD; {15:36} BUT RETURNED IN A RAGE TO THE KING, AND MADE REPORT UNTO HIM OF THESE SPEECHES, AND OF THE GLORY OF SIMON, AND OF ALL THAT HE HAD SEEN: WHEREUPON THE KING WAS EXCEEDING WROTH. {15:37} IN THE MEAN TIME FLED TRYPHON BY SHIP UNTO ORTHOSIAS. {15:38} THEN THE KING MADE CENDEBEUS CAPTAIN OF THE SEA COAST, AND GAVE HIM A HOST OF FOOTMEN AND HORSEMEN, {15:39} AND COMMANDED HIM TO REMOVE HIS HOST TOWARD JUDEA; ALSO, HE COMMANDED HIM TO BUILD UP CEDRON, AND TO FORTIFY THE GATES, AND TO WAR AGAINST THE PEOPLE; BUT AS FOR THE KING HIMSELF, HE PURSUED TRYPHON. {15:40} SO CENDEBEUS CAME TO JAMNIA AND BEGAN TO PROVOKE THE PEOPLE AND TO INVADE JUDEA, AND TO TAKE THE PEOPLE PRISONERS, AND SLAY THEM. {15:41} AND WHEN HE HAD BUILT UP CEDROU, HE SET HORSEMEN THERE, AND A HOST OF FOOTMEN, TO THE END THAT ISSUING OUT THEY MIGHT MAKE OUTROADS UPON THE WAYS OF JUDEA, AS THE KING HAD COMMANDED HIM.
{16:1} THEN CAME UP JOHN FROM GAZERA, AND TOLD SIMON HIS FATHER WHAT CENDEBEUS HAD DONE. {16:2} WHEREFORE SIMON CALLED HIS TWO ELDEST SONS, JUDAS AND JOHN, AND SAID UNTO THEM, I, AND MY BRETHREN, AND MY FATHER’S HOUSE, HAVE EVER FROM MY YOUTH UNTO THIS DAY FOUGHT AGAINST THE ENEMIES OF ISRAEL; AND THINGS HAVE PROSPERED SO WELL IN OUR HANDS, THAT WE HAVE DELIVERED ISRAEL OFTENTIMES. {16:3} BUT NOW I AM OLD, AND YE, BY GOD’S MERCY, ARE OF A SUFFICIENT AGE: BE YE INSTEAD OF ME AND MY BROTHER, AND GO AND FIGHT FOR OUR NATION, AND THE HELP FROM HEAVEN BE WITH YOU. {16:4} SO HE CHOSE OUT OF THE COUNTRY TWENTY THOUSAND MEN OF WAR WITH HORSEMEN, WHO WENT OUT AGAINST CENDEBEUS, AND RESTED THAT NIGHT AT MODIN. {16:5} AND WHEN AS THEY ROSE IN THE MORNING, AND WENT INTO THE PLAIN, BEHOLD, A MIGHTY GREAT HOST BOTH OF FOOTMEN AND HORSEMEN CAME AGAINST THEM: HOWBEIT THERE WAS A WATER BROOK BETWIXT THEM. {16:6} SO HE AND HIS PEOPLE PITCHED OVER AGAINST THEM: AND WHEN HE SAW THAT THE PEOPLE WERE AFRAID TO GO OVER THE WATER BROOK, HE WENT FIRST OVER HIMSELF, AND THEN THE MEN SEEING HIM PASSED THROUGH AFTER HIM. {16:7} THAT DONE, HE DIVIDED HIS MEN, AND SET THE HORSEMEN IN THE MIDST OF THE FOOTMEN: FOR THE ENEMIES’ HORSEMEN WERE VERY MANY. {16:8} THEN SOUNDED THEY WITH THE HOLY TRUMPETS: WHEREUPON CENDEBEUS AND HIS HOST WERE PUT TO FLIGHT, SO THAT MANY OF THEM WERE SLAIN, AND THE REMNANT GAT THEM TO THE STRONG HOLD. {16:9} AT THAT TIME WAS JUDAS JOHN’S BROTHER WOUNDED; BUT JOHN STILL FOLLOWED AFTER THEM, UNTIL HE CAME TO CEDRON, WHICH CENDEBEUS HAD BUILT. {16:10} SO THEY FLED EVEN UNTO THE TOWERS IN THE FIELDS OF AZOTUS; WHEREFORE HE BURNED IT WITH FIRE: SO THAT THERE WERE SLAIN OF THEM ABOUT TWO THOUSAND MEN. AFTERWARD HE RETURNED INTO THE LAND OF JUDEA IN PEACE. {16:11} MOREOVER IN THE PLAIN OF JERICHO WAS PTOLEMEUS THE SON OF ABUBUS MADE CAPTAIN, AND HE HAD ABUNDANCE OF SILVER AND GOLD: {16:12} FOR HE WAS THE HIGH PRIEST’S SON IN LAW. {16:13} WHEREFORE HIS HEART BEING LIFTED UP, HE THOUGHT TO GET THE COUNTRY TO HIMSELF, AND THEREUPON CONSULTED DECEITFULLY AGAINST SIMON AND HIS SONS TO DESTROY THEM. {16:14} NOW SIMON WAS VISITING THE CITIES THAT WERE IN THE COUNTRY, AND TAKING CARE FOR THE GOOD ORDERING OF THEM; AT WHICH TIME HE CAME DOWN HIMSELF TO JERICHO WITH HIS SONS, MATTATHIAS AND JUDAS, IN THE HUNDRED THREESCORE AND SEVENTEENTH YEAR, IN THE ELEVENTH MONTH, CALLED SABAT: {16:15} WHERE THE SON OF ABUBUS RECEIVING THEM DECEITFULLY INTO A LITTLE HOLD, CALLED DOCUS, WHICH HE HAD BUILT, MADE THEM A GREAT BANQUET: HOWBEIT HE HAD HID MEN THERE. {16:16} SO WHEN SIMON AND HIS SONS HAD DRUNK LARGELY, PTOLEMEE AND HIS MEN ROSE UP, AND TOOK THEIR WEAPONS, AND CAME UPON SIMON INTO THE BANQUETING PLACE, AND SLEW HIM, AND HIS TWO SONS, AND CERTAIN OF HIS SERVANTS. {16:17} IN WHICH DOING HE COMMITTED A GREAT TREACHERY, AND RECOMPENSED EVIL FOR GOOD. {16:18} THEN PTOLEMEE WROTE THESE THINGS, AND SENT TO THE KING, THAT HE SHOULD SEND HIM A HOST TO AID HIM, AND HE WOULD DELIVER HIM THE COUNTRY AND CITIES. {16:19} HE SENT OTHERS ALSO TO GAZERA TO KILL JOHN: AND UNTO THE TRIBUNES HE SENT LETTERS TO COME UNTO HIM, THAT HE MIGHT GIVE THEM SILVER, AND GOLD, AND REWARDS. {16:20} AND OTHERS HE SENT TO TAKE JERUSALEM, AND THE MOUNTAIN OF THE TEMPLE. {16:21} NOW ONE HAD RUN AFORE TO GAZERA AND TOLD JOHN THAT HIS FATHER AND BRETHREN WERE SLAIN, AND, QUOTH HE, PTOLEMEE HATH SENT TO SLAY THEE ALSO. {16:22} HEREOF WHEN HE HEARD, HE WAS SORE ASTONISHED: SO, HE LAID HANDS ON THEM THAT WERE COME TO DESTROY HIM, AND SLEW THEM; FOR HE KNEW THAT THEY SOUGHT TO MAKE HIM AWAY. {16:23} AS CONCERNING THE REST OF THE ACTS OF JOHN, AND HIS WARS, AND WORTHY DEEDS WHICH HE DID, AND THE BUILDING OF THE WALLS WHICH HE MADE, AND HIS DOINGS, {16:24} BEHOLD, THESE ARE WRITTEN IN THE CHRONICLES OF HIS PRIESTHOOD, FROM THE TIME HE WAS MADE HIGH PRIEST AFTER HIS FATHER. 
THE SECOND BOOK OF THE MACCABEES
{1:1} THE BRETHREN, THE JEWS THAT BE AT JERUSALEM AND IN THE LAND OF JUDEA, WISH UNTO THE BRETHREN, THE JEWS THAT ARE THROUGHOUT EGYPT HEALTH AND PEACE: {1:2} GOD BE GRACIOUS UNTO YOU, AND REMEMBER HIS COVENANT THAT HE MADE WITH ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, HIS FAITHFUL SERVANTS; {1:3} AND GIVE YOU ALL AN HEART TO SERVE HIM, AND TO DO HIS WILL, WITH A GOOD COURAGE AND A WILLING MIND; {1:4} AND OPEN YOUR HEARTS IN HIS LAW AND COMMANDMENTS, AND SEND YOU PEACE, {1:5} AND HEAR YOUR PRAYERS, AND BE AT ONE WITH YOU, AND NEVER FORSAKE YOU IN TIME OF TROUBLE. {1:6} AND NOW WE BE HERE PRAYING FOR YOU. {1:7} WHAT TIME AS DEMETRIUS REIGNED, IN THE HUNDRED THREESCORE AND NINTH YEAR, WE THE JEWS WROTE UNTO YOU IN THE EXTREMITY OF TROUBLE THAT CAME UPON US IN THOSE YEARS, FROM THE TIME THAT JASON AND HIS COMPANY REVOLTED FROM THE HOLY LAND AND KINGDOM, {1:8} AND BURNED THE PORCH, AND SHED INNOCENT BLOOD: THEN WE PRAYED UNTO THE LORD, AND WERE HEARD; WE OFFERED ALSO SACRIFICES AND FINE FLOUR, AND LIGHTED THE LAMPS, AND SET FORTH THE LOAVES. {1:9} AND NOW SEE THAT YE KEEP THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES IN THE MONTH CASLEU. {1:10} IN THE HUNDRED FOURSCORE AND EIGHTH YEAR, THE PEOPLE THAT WERE AT JERUSALEM AND IN JUDEA, AND THE COUNCIL, AND JUDAS, SENT GREETING AND HEALTH UNTO ARISTOBULUS, KING PTOLEMEUS’ MASTER, WHO WAS OF THE STOCK OF THE ANOINTED PRIESTS, AND TO THE JEWS THAT WERE IN EGYPT: {1:11} INSOMUCH AS GOD HATH DELIVERED US FROM GREAT PERILS, WE THANK HIM HIGHLY, AS HAVING BEEN IN BATTLE AGAINST A KING. {1:12} FOR HE CAST THEM OUT THAT FOUGHT WITHIN THE HOLY CITY. {1:13} FOR WHEN THE LEADER WAS COME INTO PERSIA, AND THE ARMY WITH HIM THAT SEEMED INVINCIBLE, THEY WERE SLAIN IN THE TEMPLE OF NANEA BY THE DECEIT OF NANEA’S PRIESTS. {1:14} FOR ANTIOCHUS, AS THOUGH HE WOULD MARRY HER, CAME INTO THE PLACE, AND HIS FRIENDS THAT WERE WITH HIM, TO RECEIVE MONEY IN NAME OF A DOWRY. {1:15} WHICH WHEN THE PRIESTS OF NANEA HAD SET FORTH, AND HE WAS ENTERED WITH A SMALL COMPANY INTO THE COMPASS OF THE TEMPLE, THEY SHUT THE TEMPLE AS SOON AS ANTIOCHUS WAS COME IN: {1:16} AND OPENING A PRIVY DOOR OF THE ROOF, THEY THREW STONES LIKE THUNDERBOLTS, AND STRUCK DOWN THE CAPTAIN, HEWED THEM IN PIECES, SMOTE OFF THEIR HEADS AND CAST THEM TO THOSE THAT WERE WITHOUT. {1:17} BLESSED BE OUR GOD IN ALL THINGS, WHO HATH DELIVERED UP THE UNGODLY. {1:18} THEREFORE WHEREAS WE ARE NOW PURPOSED TO KEEP THE PURIFICATION OF THE TEMPLE UPON THE FIVE AND TWENTIETH DAY OF THE MONTH CASLEU, WE THOUGHT IT NECESSARY TO CERTIFY YOU THEREOF, THAT YE ALSO MIGHT KEEP IT, AS THE FEAST OF THE TABERNACLES, AND OF THE FIRE, WHICH WAS GIVEN US WHEN NEEMIAS OFFERED SACRIFICE, AFTER THAT HE HAD BUILDED THE TEMPLE AND THE ALTAR. {1:19} FOR WHEN OUR FATHERS WERE LED INTO PERSIA, THE PRIESTS THAT WERE THEN DEVOUT TOOK THE FIRE OF THE ALTAR PRIVILY, AND HID IT IN A HOLLOW PLACE OF A PIT WITHOUT WATER, WHERE THEY KEPT IT SURE, SO THAT THE PLACE WAS UNKNOWN TO ALL MEN. {1:20} NOW AFTER MANY YEARS, WHEN IT, PLEASED GOD, NEEMIAS, BEING SENT FROM THE KING OF PERSIA, DID SEND OF THE POSTERITY OF THOSE PRIESTS THAT HAD HID IT TO THE FIRE: BUT WHEN THEY TOLD US THEY FOUND NO FIRE, BUT THICK WATER; {1:21} THEN COMMANDED HE THEM TO DRAW IT UP, AND TO BRING IT; AND WHEN THE SACRIFICES WERE LAID ON, NEEMIAS COMMANDED THE PRIESTS TO SPRINKLE THE WOOD AND THE THINGS LAID THEREUPON WITH THE WATER. {1:22} WHEN THIS WAS DONE, AND THE TIME CAME THAT THE SUN SHONE, WHICH AFORE WAS HID IN THE CLOUD, THERE WAS A GREAT FIRE KINDLED, SO THAT EVERY MAN MARVELLED. {1:23} AND THE PRIESTS MADE A PRAYER WHILST THE SACRIFICE WAS CONSUMING, I SAY, BOTH THE PRIESTS, AND ALL THE REST, JONATHAN BEGINNING, AND THE REST ANSWERING THEREUNTO, AS NEEMIAS DID. {1:24} AND THE PRAYER WAS AFTER THIS MANNER; O LORD, LORD GOD, , [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL THINGS, WHO ART FEARFUL AND STRONG, AND RIGHTEOUS, AND MERCIFUL, AND THE ONLY AND GRACIOUS KING, {1:25} THE ONLY GIVER OF ALL THINGS, THE ONLY JUST, ALMIGHTY, AND EVERLASTING, THOU THAT DELIVEREST ISRAEL FROM ALL TROUBLE, AND DIDST CHOOSE THE FATHERS, AND SANCTIFY THEM: {1:26} RECEIVE THE SACRIFICE FOR THY WHOLE PEOPLE ISRAEL, AND PRESERVE THINE OWN PORTION, AND SANCTIFY IT. {1:27} GATHER THOSE TOGETHER THAT ARE SCATTERED FROM US, DELIVER THEM THAT SERVE AMONG THE HEATHEN, LOOK UPON THEM THAT ARE DESPISED AND ABHORRED, AND LET THE HEATHEN KNOW THAT THOU ART OUR GOD. {1:28} PUNISH THEM THAT OPPRESS US, AND WITH PRIDE DO US WRONG. {1:29} PLANT THY PEOPLE AGAIN IN THY HOLY PLACE, AS MOSES HATH SPOKEN. {1:30} AND THE PRIESTS SUNG PSALMS OF THANKSGIVING. {1:31} NOW WHEN THE SACRIFICE WAS CONSUMED, NEEMIAS COMMANDED THE WATER THAT WAS LEFT TO BE POURED ON THE GREAT STONES. {1:32} WHEN THIS WAS DONE, THERE WAS KINDLED A FLAME: BUT IT WAS CONSUMED BY THE LIGHT THAT SHINED FROM THE ALTAR. {1:33} SO WHEN THIS MATTER WAS KNOWN, IT WAS TOLD THE KING OF PERSIA, THAT IN THE PLACE, WHERE THE PRIESTS THAT WERE LED AWAY HAD HID THE FIRE, THERE APPEARED WATER, AND THAT NEEMIAS HAD PURIFIED THE SACRIFICES THEREWITH. {1:34} THEN THE KING, INCLOSING THE PLACE, MADE IT HOLY, AFTER HE HAD TRIED THE MATTER. {1:35} AND THE KING TOOK MANY GIFTS, AND BESTOWED THEREOF ON THOSE WHOM HE WOULD GRATIFY. {1:36} AND NEEMIAS CALLED THIS THING NAPHTHAR, WHICH IS AS MUCH AS TO SAY, A CLEANSING: BUT MANY MEN CALL IT NEPHI. 
{2:1} IT IS ALSO FOUND IN THE RECORDS, THAT JEREMY THE PROPHET COMMANDED THEM THAT WERE CARRIED AWAY TO TAKE OF THE FIRE, AS IT HATH BEEN SIGNIFIED: {2:2} AND HOW THAT THE PROPHET, HAVING GIVEN THEM THE LAW, CHARGED THEM NOT TO FORGET THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, AND THAT THEY SHOULD NOT ERR IN THEIR MINDS, WHEN THEY SEE IMAGES OF SILVER AND GOLD, WITH THEIR ORNAMENTS. {2:3} AND WITH OTHER SUCH SPEECHES EXHORTED HE THEM, THAT THE LAW SHOULD NOT DEPART FROM THEIR HEARTS. {2:4} IT WAS ALSO CONTAINED IN THE SAME WRITING, THAT THE PROPHET, BEING WARNED OF GOD, COMMANDED THE TABERNACLE AND THE ARK TO GO WITH HIM, AS HE WENT FORTH INTO THE MOUNTAIN, WHERE MOSES CLIMBED UP, AND SAW THE HERITAGE OF GOD. {2:5} AND WHEN JEREMY CAME THITHER, HE FOUND A HOLLOW CAVE, WHEREIN HE LAID THE TABERNACLE, AND THE ARK, AND THE ALTAR OF INCENSE, AND SO STOPPED THE DOOR. {2:6} AND SOME OF THOSE THAT FOLLOWED HIM CAME TO MARK THE WAY, BUT THEY COULD NOT FIND IT. {2:7} WHICH WHEN JEREMY PERCEIVED, HE BLAMED THEM, SAYING, AS FOR THAT PLACE, IT SHALL BE UNKNOWN UNTIL THE TIME THAT GOD GATHER HIS PEOPLE AGAIN TOGETHER, AND RECEIVE THEM UNTO MERCY. {2:8} THEN SHALL THE LORD SHEW THEM THESE THINGS, AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD SHALL APPEAR, AND THE CLOUD ALSO, AS IT WAS SHEWED UNDER MOSES, AND AS WHEN SOLOMON DESIRED THAT THE PLACE MIGHT BE HONOURABLY SANCTIFIED. {2:9} IT WAS ALSO DECLARED, THAT HE BEING WISE OFFERED THE SACRIFICE OF DEDICATION, AND OF THE FINISHING OF THE TEMPLE. {2:10} AND AS WHEN MOSES PRAYED UNTO THE LORD, THE FIRE CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND CONSUMED THE SACRIFICES: EVEN SO PRAYED SOLOMON ALSO, AND THE FIRE CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND CONSUMED THE BURNT OFFERINGS. {2:11} AND MOSES SAID, BECAUSE THE SIN OFFERING WAS NOT TO BE EATEN, IT WAS CONSUMED. {2:12} SO SOLOMON KEPT THOSE EIGHT DAYS. {2:13} THE SAME THINGS ALSO WERE REPORTED IN THE WRITINGS AND COMMENTARIES OF NEEMIAS; AND HOW HE FOUNDING A LIBRARY GATHERED TOGETHER THE ACTS OF THE KINGS, AND THE PROPHETS, AND OF DAVID, AND THE EPISTLES OF THE KINGS CONCERNING THE HOLY GIFTS. {2:14} IN LIKE MANNER ALSO JUDAS GATHERED TOGETHER ALL THOSE THINGS THAT WERE LOST BY REASON OF THE WAR WE HAD, AND THEY REMAIN WITH US, {2:15} WHEREFORE IF YE HAVE NEED THEREOF, SEND SOME TO FETCH THEM UNTO YOU. {2:16} WHEREAS WE THEN ARE ABOUT TO CELEBRATE THE PURIFICATION, WE HAVE WRITTEN UNTO YOU, AND YE SHALL DO WELL, IF YE KEEP THE SAME DAYS. {2:17} WE HOPE ALSO, THAT THE GOD, THAT DELIVERED ALL HIS PEOPLE, AND GAVE THEM ALL A HERITAGE, AND THE KINGDOM, AND THE PRIESTHOOD, AND THE SANCTUARY, {2:18} AS HE PROMISED IN THE LAW, WILL SHORTLY HAVE MERCY UPON US, AND GATHER US TOGETHER OUT OF EVERY LAND UNDER HEAVEN INTO THE HOLY PLACE: FOR HE HATH DELIVERED US OUT OF GREAT TROUBLES, AND HATH PURIFIED THE PLACE. {2:19} NOW AS CONCERNING JUDAS MACCABEUS, AND HIS BRETHREN, AND THE PURIFICATION OF THE GREAT TEMPLE, AND THE DEDICATION OF THE ALTAR, {2:20} AND THE WARS AGAINST ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, AND EUPATOR HIS SON, {2:21} AND THE MANIFEST SIGNS THAT CAME FROM HEAVEN UNTO THOSE THAT BEHAVED THEMSELVES MANFULLY TO THEIR HONOUR FOR JUDAISM: SO THAT, BEING BUT A FEW, THEY OVERCAME THE WHOLE COUNTRY, AND CHASED BARBAROUS MULTITUDES, {2:22} AND RECOVERED AGAIN THE TEMPLE RENOWNED ALL THE WORLD OVER, AND FREED THE CITY, AND UPHELD THE LAWS WHICH WERE GOING DOWN, THE LORD BEING GRACIOUS UNTO THEM WITH ALL FAVOUR: {2:23} ALL THESE THINGS, I SAY, BEING DECLARED BY JASON OF CYRENE IN FIVE BOOKS, WE WILL ASSAY TO ABRIDGE IN ONE VOLUME. {2:24} FOR CONSIDERING THE INFINITE NUMBER, AND THE DIFFICULTY WHICH THEY FIND THAT DESIRE TO LOOK INTO THE NARRATIONS OF THE STORY, FOR THE VARIETY OF THE MATTER, {2:25} WE HAVE BEEN CAREFUL, THAT THEY THAT WILL READ MAY HAVE DELIGHT, AND THAT THEY THAT ARE DESIROUS TO COMMIT TO MEMORY MIGHT HAVE EASE, AND THAT ALL INTO WHOSE HANDS IT COMES MIGHT HAVE PROFIT. {2:26} THEREFORE TO US, THAT HAVE TAKEN UPON US THIS PAINFUL LABOUR OF ABRIDGING, IT WAS NOT EASY, BUT A MATTER OF SWEAT AND WATCHING; {2:27} EVEN AS IT IS NO EASE UNTO HIM THAT PREPARETH A BANQUET, AND SEEKETH THE BENEFIT OF OTHERS: YET FOR THE PLEASURING OF MANY WE WILL UNDERTAKE GLADLY THIS GREAT PAINS; {2:28} LEAVING TO THE AUTHOR THE EXACT HANDLING OF EVERY PARTICULAR, AND LABOURING TO FOLLOW THE RULES OF AN ABRIDGEMENT. {2:29} FOR AS THE MASTER BUILDER OF A NEW HOUSE MUST CARE FOR THE WHOLE BUILDING; BUT HE THAT UNDERTAKETH TO SET IT OUT, AND PAINT IT, MUST SEEK OUT FIT THINGS FOR THE ADORNING THEREOF: EVEN SO I THINK IT IS WITH US. {2:30} TO STAND UPON EVERY POINT, AND GO OVER THINGS AT LARGE, AND TO BE CURIOUS IN PARTICULARS, BELONGETH TO THE FIRST AUTHOR OF THE STORY: {2:31} BUT TO USE BREVITY, AND AVOID MUCH LABOURING OF THE WORK, IS TO BE GRANTED TO HIM THAT WILL MAKE AN ABRIDGMENT. {2:32} HERE THEN WILL WE BEGIN THE STORY: ONLY ADDING THUS MUCH TO THAT WHICH HATH BEEN SAID, THAT IT IS A FOOLISH THING TO MAKE A LONG PROLOGUE, AND TO BE SHORT IN THE STORY ITSELF. 
{3:1} NOW WHEN THE HOLY CITY WAS INHABITED WITH ALL PEACE, AND THE LAWS WERE KEPT VERY WELL, BECAUSE OF THE GODLINESS OF ONIAS THE HIGH PRIEST, AND HIS HATRED OF WICKEDNESS, {3:2} IT CAME TO PASS THAT EVEN THE KINGS THEMSELVES DID HONOUR THE PLACE, AND MAGNIFY THE TEMPLE WITH THEIR BEST GIFTS; {3:3} INSOMUCH THAT SELEUCUS OF ASIA OF HIS OWN REVENUES BARE ALL THE COSTS BELONGING TO THE SERVICE OF THE SACRIFICES. {3:4} BUT ONE SIMON OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, WHO WAS MADE GOVERNOR OF THE TEMPLE, FELL OUT WITH THE HIGH PRIEST ABOUT DISORDER IN THE CITY. {3:5} AND WHEN HE COULD NOT OVERCOME ONIAS, HE GAT HIM TO APOLLONIUS THE SON OF THRASEAS, WHO THEN WAS GOVERNOR OF CELOSYRIA AND PHENICE, {3:6} AND TOLD HIM THAT THE TREASURY IN JERUSALEM WAS FULL OF INFINITE SUMS OF MONEY, SO THAT THE MULTITUDE OF THEIR RICHES, WHICH DID NOT PERTAIN TO THE ACCOUNT OF THE SACRIFICES, WAS INNUMERABLE, AND THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE TO BRING ALL INTO THE KING’S HAND. {3:7} NOW WHEN APOLLONIUS CAME TO THE KING, AND HAD SHEWED HIM OF THE MONEY WHEREOF HE WAS TOLD, THE KING CHOSE OUT HELIODORUS HIS TREASURER, AND SENT HIM WITH A COMMANDMENT TO BRING HIM THE FORESAID MONEY. {3:8} SO FORTHWITH HELIODORUS TOOK HIS JOURNEY; UNDER A COLOUR OF VISITING THE CITIES OF CELOSYRIA AND PHENICE, BUT INDEED TO FULFIL THE KING’S PURPOSE. {3:9} AND WHEN HE WAS COME TO JERUSALEM, AND HAD BEEN COURTEOUSLY RECEIVED OF THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE CITY, HE TOLD HIM WHAT INTELLIGENCE WAS GIVEN OF THE MONEY, AND DECLARED WHEREFORE HE CAME, AND ASKED IF THESE THINGS WERE SO INDEED. {3:10} THEN THE HIGH PRIEST TOLD HIM THAT THERE WAS SUCH MONEY LAID UP FOR THE RELIEF OF WIDOWS AND FATHERLESS CHILDREN: {3:11} AND THAT SOME OF IT BELONGED TO HIRCANUS SON OF TOBIAS, A MAN OF GREAT DIGNITY, AND NOT AS THAT WICKED SIMON HAD MISINFORMED: THE SUM WHEREOF IN ALL WAS FOUR HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER, AND TWO HUNDRED OF GOLD: {3:12} AND THAT IT WAS ALTOGETHER IMPOSSIBLE THAT SUCH WRONGS SHOULD BE DONE UNTO THEM, THAT HAD COMMITTED IT TO THE HOLINESS OF THE PLACE, AND TO THE MAJESTY AND INVIOLABLE SANCTITY OF THE TEMPLE, HONOURED OVER ALL THE WORLD. {3:13} BUT HELIODORUS, BECAUSE OF THE KING’S COMMANDMENT GIVEN HIM, SAID, THAT IN ANY WISE IT MUST BE BROUGHT INTO THE KING’S TREASURY. {3:14} SO AT THE DAY WHICH HE APPOINTED HE ENTERED IN TO ORDER THIS MATTER: WHEREFORE THERE WAS NO SMALL AGONY THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE CITY. {3:15} BUT THE PRIESTS, PROSTRATING THEMSELVES BEFORE THE ALTAR IN THEIR PRIESTS’ VESTMENTS, CALLED UNTO HEAVEN UPON HIM THAT MADE A LAW CONCERNING THINGS GIVEN TO HE KEPT, THAT THEY SHOULD SAFELY BE PRESERVED FOR SUCH AS HAD COMMITTED THEM TO BE KEPT. {3:16} THEN WHOSO HAD LOOKED THE HIGH PRIEST IN THE FACE, IT WOULD HAVE WOUNDED HIS HEART: FOR HIS COUNTENANCE AND THE CHANGING OF HIS COLOUR DECLARED THE INWARD AGONY OF HIS MIND. {3:17} FOR THE MAN WAS SO COMPASSED WITH FEAR AND HORROR OF THE BODY, THAT IT WAS MANIFEST TO THEM THAT LOOKED UPON HIM, WHAT SORROW HE HAD NOW IN HIS HEART. {3:18} OTHERS RAN FLOCKING OUT OF THEIR HOUSES TO THE GENERAL SUPPLICATION, BECAUSE THE PLACE WAS LIKE TO COME INTO CONTEMPT. {3:19} AND THE WOMEN, GIRT WITH SACKCLOTH UNDER THEIR BREASTS, ABOUNDED IN THE STREETS, AND THE VIRGINS THAT WERE KEPT IN RAN, SOME TO THE GATES, AND SOME TO THE WALLS, AND OTHERS LOOKED OUT OF THE WINDOWS. {3:20} AND ALL, HOLDING THEIR HANDS TOWARD HEAVEN, MADE SUPPLICATION. {3:21} THEN IT WOULD HAVE PITIED A MAN TO SEE THE FALLING DOWN OF THE MULTITUDE OF ALL SORTS, AND THE FEAR OF THE HIGH PRIEST BEING IN SUCH AN AGONY. {3:22} THEY THEN CALLED UPON THE ALMIGHTY LORD TO KEEP THE THINGS COMMITTED OF TRUST SAFE AND SURE FOR THOSE THAT HAD COMMITTED THEM. {3:23} NEVERTHELESS HELIODORUS EXECUTED THAT WHICH WAS DECREED. {3:24} NOW AS HE WAS THERE PRESENT HIMSELF WITH HIS GUARD ABOUT THE TREASURY, THE LORD OF SPIRITS, AND THE PRINCE OF ALL POWER, CAUSED A GREAT APPARITION, SO THAT ALL THAT PRESUMED TO COME IN WITH HIM WERE ASTONISHED AT THE POWER OF GOD, AND FAINTED, AND WERE SORE AFRAID. {3:25} FOR THERE APPEARED UNTO THEM A HORSE WITH A TERRIBLE RIDER UPON HIM, AND ADORNED WITH A VERY FAIR COVERING, AND HE RAN FIERCELY, AND SMOTE AT HELIODORUS WITH HIS FOREFEET, AND IT SEEMED THAT HE THAT SAT UPON THE HORSE HAD COMPLETE HARNESS OF GOLD. {3:26} MOREOVER TWO OTHER YOUNG MEN APPEARED BEFORE HIM, NOTABLE IN STRENGTH, EXCELLENT IN BEAUTY, AND COMELY IN APPAREL, WHO STOOD BY HIM ON EITHER SIDE; AND SCOURGED HIM CONTINUALLY, AND GAVE HIM MANY SORE STRIPES. {3:27} AND HELIODORUS FELL SUDDENLY UNTO THE GROUND, AND WAS COMPASSED WITH GREAT DARKNESS: BUT THEY THAT WERE WITH HIM TOOK HIM UP, AND PUT HIM INTO A LITTER. {3:28} THUS HIM, THAT LATELY CAME WITH A GREAT TRAIN AND WITH ALL HIS GUARD INTO THE SAID TREASURY, THEY CARRIED OUT, BEING UNABLE TO HELP HIMSELF WITH HIS WEAPONS: AND MANIFESTLY THEY ACKNOWLEDGED THE POWER OF GOD. {3:29} FOR HE BY THE HAND OF GOD WAS CAST DOWN, AND LAY SPEECHLESS WITHOUT ALL HOPE OF LIFE. {3:30} BUT THEY PRAISED THE LORD, THAT HAD MIRACULOUSLY HONOURED HIS OWN PLACE: FOR THE TEMPLE; WHICH A LITTLE AFORE WAS FULL OF FEAR AND TROUBLE, WHEN THE ALMIGHTY LORD APPEARED, WAS FILLED WITH JOY AND GLADNESS. {3:31} THEN STRAIGHTWAYS CERTAIN OF HELIODORUS’ FRIENDS PRAYED ONIAS, THAT HE WOULD CALL UPON THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] TO GRANT HIM HIS LIFE, WHO LAY READY TO GIVE UP THE GHOST. {3:32} SO THE HIGH PRIEST, SUSPECTING LEST THE KING SHOULD MISCONCEIVE THAT SOME TREACHERY HAD BEEN DONE TO HELIODORUS BY THE JEWS, OFFERED A SACRIFICE FOR THE HEALTH OF THE MAN. {3:33} NOW AS THE HIGH PRIEST WAS MAKING AN ATONEMENT, THE SAME YOUNG MEN IN THE SAME CLOTHING APPEARED AND STOOD BESIDE HELIODORUS, SAYING, GIVE ONIAS THE HIGH PRIEST GREAT THANKS, INSOMUCH AS FOR HIS SAKE THE LORD HATH GRANTED THEE LIFE: {3:34} AND SEEING THAT THOU HAST BEEN SCOURGED FROM HEAVEN, DECLARE UNTO ALL MEN THE MIGHTY POWER OF GOD. AND WHEN THEY HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, THEY APPEARED NO MORE. {3:35} SO HELIODORUS, AFTER HE HAD OFFERED SACRIFICE UNTO THE LORD, AND MADE GREAT VOWS UNTO HIM THAT HAD SAVED HIS LIFE, AND SALUTED ONIAS, RETURNED WITH HIS HOST TO THE KING. {3:36} THEN TESTIFIED HE TO ALL MEN THE WORKS OF THE GREAT GOD, WHICH HE HAD SEEN WITH HIS EYES. {3:37} AND WHEN THE KING HELIODORUS, WHO MIGHT BE A FIT MAN TO BE SENT YET ONCE AGAIN TO JERUSALEM, HE SAID, {3:38} IF THOU HAST ANY ENEMY OR TRAITOR, SEND HIM THITHER, AND THOU SHALT RECEIVE HIM WELL SCOURGED, IF HE, ESCAPE WITH HIS LIFE: FOR IN THAT PLACE, NO DOUBT; THERE IS AN ESPECIAL POWER OF GOD. {3:39} FOR HE THAT DWELLETH IN HEAVEN HATH HIS EYE ON THAT PLACE, AND DEFENDETH IT; AND HE BEATETH AND DESTROYETH THEM THAT COME TO HURT IT. {3:40} AND THE THINGS CONCERNING HELIODORUS, AND THE KEEPING OF THE TREASURY, FELL OUT ON THIS SORT. 
{4:1} THIS SIMON NOW, OF WHOM WE SPAKE AFORE, HAVING BEEN A BETRAYER OF THE MONEY, AND OF HIS COUNTRY, SLANDERED ONIAS, AS IF HE HA TERRIFIED HELIODORUS, AND BEEN THE WORKER OF THESE EVILS. {4:2} THUS WAS HE BOLD TO CALL HIM A TRAITOR, THAT HAD DESERVED WELL OF THE CITY, AND TENDERED HIS OWN NATION, AND WAS SO ZEALOUS OF THE LAWS. {4:3} BUT WHEN THEIR HATRED WENT SO FAR, THAT BY ONE OF SIMON’S FACTION MURDERS WERE COMMITTED, {4:4} ONIAS SEEING THE DANGER OF THIS CONTENTION, AND THAT APOLLONIUS, AS BEING THE GOVERNOR OF CELOSYRIA AND PHENICE, DID RAGE, AND INCREASE SIMON’S MALICE, {4:5} HE WENT TO THE KING, NOT TO BE AN ACCUSER OF HIS COUNTRYMEN, BUT SEEKING THE GOOD OF ALL, BOTH PUBLICK AND PRIVATE: {4:6} FOR HE SAW THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE STATE SHOULD CONTINUE QUIET, AND SIMON LEAVE HIS FOLLY, UNLESS THE KING DID LOOK THEREUNTO. {4:7} BUT AFTER THE DEATH OF SELEUCUS, WHEN ANTIOCHUS, CALLED EPIPHANES, TOOK THE KINGDOM, JASON THE BROTHER OF ONIAS LABOURED UNDERHAND TO BE HIGH PRIEST, {4:8} PROMISING UNTO THE KING BY INTERCESSION THREE HUNDRED AND THREESCORE TALENTS OF SILVER, AND OF ANOTHER REVENUE EIGHTY TALENTS: {4:9} BESIDE THIS, HE PROMISED TO ASSIGN AN HUNDRED AND FIFTY MORE, IF HE MIGHT HAVE LICENCE TO SET HIM UP A PLACE FOR EXERCISE, AND FOR THE TRAINING UP OF YOUTH IN THE FASHIONS OF THE HEATHEN, AND TO WRITE THEM OF JERUSALEM BY THE NAME OF ANTIOCHIANS. {4:10} WHICH WHEN THE KING HAD GRANTED, AND HE HAD GOTTEN INTO HIS HAND THE RULE HE FORTHWITH BROUGHT HIS OWN NATION TO GREEKISH FASHION. {4:11} AND THE ROYAL PRIVILEGES GRANTED OF SPECIAL FAVOUR TO THE JEWS BY THE MEANS OF JOHN THE FATHER OF EUPOLEMUS, WHO WENT AMBASSADOR TO ROME FOR AMITY AND AID, HE TOOK AWAY; AND PUTTING DOWN THE GOVERNMENTS WHICH WERE ACCORDING TO THE LAW, HE BROUGHT UP NEW CUSTOMS AGAINST THE LAW: {4:12} FOR HE BUILT GLADLY A PLACE OF EXERCISE UNDER THE TOWER ITSELF, AND BROUGHT THE CHIEF YOUNG MEN UNDER HIS SUBJECTION, AND MADE THEM WEAR A HAT. {4:13} NOW SUCH WAS THE HEIGHT OF GREEK FASHIONS, AND INCREASE OF HEATHENISH MANNERS, THROUGH THE EXCEEDING PROFANENESS OF JASON, THAT UNGODLY WRETCH, AND NO HIGH PRIEST; {4:14} THAT THE PRIESTS HAD NO COURAGE TO SERVE ANY MORE AT THE ALTAR, BUT DESPISING THE TEMPLE, AND NEGLECTING THE SACRIFICES, HASTENED TO BE PARTAKERS OF THE UNLAWFUL ALLOWANCE IN THE PLACE OF EXERCISE, AFTER THE GAME OF DISCUS CALLED THEM FORTH; {4:15} NOT SETTING BY THE HONOURS OF THEIR FATHERS, BUT LIKING THE GLORY OF THE GRECIANS BEST OF ALL. {4:16} BY REASON WHEREOF SORE CALAMITY CAME UPON THEM: FOR THEY HAD THEM TO BE THEIR ENEMIES AND AVENGERS, WHOSE CUSTOM THEY FOLLOWED SO EARNESTLY, AND UNTO WHOM THEY DESIRED TO BE LIKE IN ALL THINGS. {4:17} FOR IT IS NOT A LIGHT THING TO DO WICKEDLY AGAINST THE LAWS OF GOD: BUT THE TIME FOLLOWING SHALL DECLARE THESE THINGS. {4:18} NOW WHEN THE GAME THAT WAS USED EVERY FAITH YEAR WAS KEPT AT TYRUS, THE KING BEING PRESENT, {4:19} THIS UNGRACIOUS JASON SENT SPECIAL MESSENGERS FROM JERUSALEM, WHO WERE ANTIOCHIANS, TO CARRY THREE HUNDRED DRACHMS OF SILVER TO THE SACRIFICE OF HERCULES, WHICH EVEN THE BEARERS THEREOF THOUGHT FIT NOT TO BESTOW UPON THE SACRIFICE, BECAUSE IT WAS NOT CONVENIENT, BUT TO BE RESERVED FOR OTHER CHARGES. {4:20} THIS MONEY THEN, IN REGARD OF THE SENDER, WAS APPOINTED TO HERCULES’ SACRIFICE; BUT BECAUSE OF THE BEARERS THEREOF, IT WAS EMPLOYED TO THE MAKING OF GALLIES. {4:21} NOW WHEN APOLLONIUS THE SON OF MENESTHEUS WAS SENT INTO EGYPT FOR THE CORONATION OF KING PTOLEMEUS PHILOMETOR, ANTIOCHUS, UNDERSTANDING HIM NOT TO BE WELL AFFECTED TO HIS AFFAIRS, PROVIDED FOR HIS OWN SAFETY: WHEREUPON HE CAME TO JOPPA, AND FROM THENCE TO JERUSALEM: {4:22} WHERE HE WAS HONOURABLY RECEIVED OF JASON, AND OF THE CITY, AND WAS BROUGHT IN WITH TORCH ALIGHT, AND WITH GREAT SHOUTINGS: AND SO AFTERWARD WENT WITH HIS HOST UNTO PHENICE. {4:23} THREE YEARS AFTERWARD JASON SENT MENELAUS, THE AFORESAID SIMON’S BROTHER, TO BEAR THE MONEY UNTO THE KING, AND TO PUT HIM IN MIND OF CERTAIN NECESSARY MATTERS. {4:24} BUT HE BEING BROUGHT TO THE PRESENCE OF THE KING, WHEN HE HAD MAGNIFIED HIM FOR THE GLORIOUS APPEARANCE OF HIS POWER, GOT THE PRIESTHOOD TO HIMSELF, OFFERING MORE THAN JASON BY THREE HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER. {4:25} SO HE CAME WITH THE KING’S MANDATE, BRINGING NOTHING WORTHY THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, BUT HAVING THE FURY OF A CRUEL TYRANT, AND THE RAGE OF A SAVAGE BEAST. {4:26} THEN JASON, WHO HAD UNDERMINED HIS OWN BROTHER, BEING UNDERMINED BY ANOTHER, WAS COMPELLED TO FLEE INTO THE COUNTRY OF THE AMMONITES. {4:27} SO MENELAUS GOT THE PRINCIPALITY: BUT AS FOR THE MONEY THAT HE HAD PROMISED UNTO THE KING, HE TOOK NO GOOD ORDER FOR IT, ALBEIT SOSTRATIS THE RULER OF THE CASTLE REQUIRED IT: {4:28} FOR UNTO HIM APPERTAINED THE GATHERING OF THE CUSTOMS. WHEREFORE THEY WERE BOTH CALLED BEFORE THE KING. {4:29} NOW MENELAUS LEFT HIS BROTHER LYSIMACHUS IN HIS STEAD IN THE PRIESTHOOD; AND SOSTRATUS LEFT CRATES, WHO WAS GOVERNOR OF THE CYPRIANS. {4:30} WHILE THOSE THINGS WERE IN DOING, THEY OF TARSUS AND MALLOS MADE INSURRECTION, BECAUSE THEY WERE GIVEN TO THE KING’S CONCUBINE, CALLED ANTIOCHUS. {4:31} THEN CAME THE KING IN ALL HASTE TO APPEASE MATTERS, LEAVING ANDRONICUS, A MAN IN AUTHORITY, FOR HIS DEPUTY. {4:32} NOW MENELAUS, SUPPOSING THAT HE HAD GOTTEN A CONVENIENT TIME, STOLE CERTAIN VESSELS OF GOLD OUT OF THE TEMPLE, AND GAVE SOME OF THEM TO ANDRONICUS, AND SOME HE SOLD INTO TYRUS AND THE CITIES ROUND ABOUT. {4:33} WHICH WHEN ONIAS KNEW OF A SURETY, HE REPROVED HIM, AND WITHDREW HIMSELF INTO A SANCTUARY AT DAPHNE, THAT LIETH BY ANTIOCHIA. {4:34} WHEREFORE MENELAUS, TAKING ANDRONICUS APART, PRAYED, HIM TO GET ONIAS INTO HIS HANDS; WHO BEING PERSUADED THEREUNTO, AND COMING TO ONIAS IN DECEIT, GAVE HIM HIS RIGHT HAND WITH OATHS; AND THOUGH HE WERE SUSPECTED BY HIM, YET PERSUADED HE HIM TO COME FORTH OF THE SANCTUARY: WHOM FORTHWITH HE SHUT UP WITHOUT REGARD OF JUSTICE. {4:35} FOR THE WHICH CAUSE NOT ONLY THE JEWS, BUT MANY ALSO OF OTHER NATIONS, TOOK GREAT INDIGNATION, AND WERE MUCH GRIEVED FOR THE UNJUST MURDER OF THE MAN. {4:36} AND WHEN THE KING WAS COME AGAIN FROM THE PLACES ABOUT CILICIA, THE JEWS THAT WERE IN THE CITY, AND CERTAIN OF THE GREEKS THAT ABHORRED THE FACT ALSO, COMPLAINED BECAUSE ONIAS WAS SLAIN WITHOUT CAUSE. {4:37} THEREFORE ANTIOCHUS WAS HEARTILY SORRY, AND MOVED TO PITY, AND WEPT, BECAUSE OF THE SOBER AND MODEST BEHAVIOUR OF HIM THAT WAS DEAD. {4:38} AND BEING KINDLED WITH ANGER, FORTHWITH HE TOOK AWAY ANDRONICUS HIS PURPLE, AND RENT OFF HIS CLOTHES, AND LEADING HIM THROUGH THE WHOLE CITY UNTO THAT VERY PLACE, WHERE HE HAD COMMITTED IMPIETY AGAINST ONIAS, THERE SLEW HE THE CURSED MURDERER. THUS, THE LORD REWARDED HIM HIS PUNISHMENT, AS HE HAD DESERVED. {4:39} NOW WHEN MANY SACRILEGES HAD BEEN COMMITTED IN THE CITY BY LYSIMACHUS WITH THE CONSENT OF MENELAUS, AND THE FRUIT THEREOF WAS SPREAD ABROAD, THE MULTITUDE GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER AGAINST LYSIMACHUS, MANY VESSELS OF GOLD BEING ALREADY CARRIED AWAY. {4:40} WHEREUPON THE COMMON PEOPLE RISING, AND BEING FILLED WITH RAGE, LYSIMACHUS ARMED ABOUT THREE THOUSAND MEN, AND BEGAN FIRST TO OFFER VIOLENCE; ONE AURANUS BEING THE LEADER, A MAN FAR GONE IN YEARS, AND NO LESS IN FOLLY. {4:41} THEY THEN SEEING THE ATTEMPT OF LYSIMACHUS, SOME OF THEM CAUGHT STONES, SOME CLUBS, OTHERS TAKING HANDFULS OF DUST, THAT WAS NEXT AT HAND, CAST THEM ALL TOGETHER UPON LYSIMACHUS, AND THOSE THAT SET UPON THEM. {4:42} THUS MANY OF THEM THEY WOUNDED, AND SOME THEY STRUCK TO THE GROUND, AND ALL OF THEM THEY FORCED TO FLEE: BUT AS FOR THE CHURCHROBBER HIMSELF, HIM THEY KILLED BESIDE THE TREASURY. {4:43} OF THESE MATTERS THEREFORE THERE WAS AN ACCUSATION LAID AGAINST MENELAUS. {4:44} NOW WHEN THE KING CAME TO TYRUS, THREE MEN THAT WERE SENT FROM THE SENATE PLEADED THE CAUSE BEFORE HIM: {4:45} BUT MENELAUS, BEING NOW CONVICTED, PROMISED PTOLEMEE THE SON OF DORYMENES TO GIVE HIM MUCH MONEY, IF HE WOULD PACIFY THE KING TOWARD HIM. {4:46} WHEREUPON PTOLEMEE TAKING THE KING ASIDE INTO A CERTAIN GALLERY, AS IT WERE TO TAKE THE AIR, BROUGHT HIM TO BE OF ANOTHER MIND: {4:47} INSOMUCH THAT HE DISCHARGED MENELAUS FROM THE ACCUSATIONS, WHO NOTWITHSTANDING WAS CAUSE OF ALL THE MISCHIEF: AND THOSE POOR MEN, WHO, IF THEY HAD TOLD THEIR CAUSE, YEA, BEFORE THE SCYTHIANS, SHOULD HAVE BEEN JUDGED INNOCENT, THEM HE CONDEMNED TO DEATH. {4:48} THUS THEY THAT FOLLOWED THE MATTER FOR THE CITY, AND FOR THE PEOPLE, AND FOR THE HOLY VESSELS, DID SOON SUFFER UNJUST PUNISHMENT. {4:49} WHEREFORE EVEN THEY OF TYRUS, MOVED WITH HATRED OF THAT WICKED DEED, CAUSED THEM TO BE HONOURABLY BURIED. {4:50} AND SO THROUGH THE COVETOUSNESS OF THEM THAT WERE OF POWER MENELAUS REMAINED STILL IN AUTHORITY, INCREASING IN MALICE, AND BEING A GREAT TRAITOR TO THE CITIZENS. 
{5:1} ABOUT THE SAME TIME ANTIOCHUS PREPARED HIS SECOND VOYAGE INTO EGYPT: {5:2} AND THEN IT HAPPENED, THAT THROUGH ALL THE CITY, FOR THE SPACE ALMOST OF FORTY DAYS, THERE WERE SEEN HORSEMEN RUNNING IN THE AIR, IN CLOTH OF GOLD, AND ARMED WITH LANCES, LIKE A BAND OF SOLDIERS, {5:3} AND TROOPS OF HORSEMEN IN ARRAY, ENCOUNTERING AND RUNNING ONE AGAINST ANOTHER, WITH SHAKING OF SHIELDS, AND MULTITUDE OF PIKES, AND DRAWING OF SWORDS, AND CASTING OF DARTS, AND GLITTERING OF GOLDEN ORNAMENTS, AND HARNESS OF ALL SORTS. {5:4} WHEREFORE EVERY MAN PRAYED THAT THAT APPARITION MIGHT TURN TO GOOD. {5:5} NOW WHEN THERE WAS GONE FORTH A FALSE RUMOUR, AS THOUGH ANTIOCHUS HAD BEEN DEAD, JASON TOOK AT THE LEAST A THOUSAND MEN, AND SUDDENLY MADE AN ASSAULT UPON THE CITY; AND THEY THAT WERE UPON THE WALLS BEING PUT BACK, AND THE CITY AT LENGTH TAKEN, MENELAUS FLED INTO THE CASTLE: {5:6} BUT JASON SLEW HIS OWN CITIZENS WITHOUT MERCY, NOT CONSIDERING THAT TO GET THE DAY OF THEM OF HIS OWN NATION WOULD BE A MOST UNHAPPY DAY FOR HIM; BUT THINKING THEY HAD BEEN HIS ENEMIES, AND NOT HIS COUNTRYMEN, WHOM HE CONQUERED. {5:7} HOWBEIT FOR ALL THIS HE OBTAINED NOT THE PRINCIPALITY, BUT AT THE LAST RECEIVED SHAME FOR THE REWARD OF HIS TREASON, AND FLED AGAIN INTO THE COUNTRY OF THE AMMONITES. {5:8} IN THE END THEREFORE HE HAD AN UNHAPPY RETURN, BEING ACCUSED BEFORE ARETAS THE KING OF THE ARABIANS, FLEEING FROM CITY TO CITY, PURSUED OF ALL MEN, HATED AS A FORSAKER OF THE LAWS, AND BEING HAD IN ABOMINATION AS AN OPEN ENEMY OF HIS COUNTRY AND COUNTRYMEN, HE WAS CAST OUT INTO EGYPT. {5:9} THUS HE THAT HAD DRIVEN MANY OUT OF THEIR COUNTRY PERISHED IN A STRANGE LAND, RETIRING TO THE LACEDEMONIANS, AND THINKING THERE TO FIND SUCCOUR BY REASON OF HIS KINDRED: {5:10} AND HE THAT HAD CAST OUT MANY UNBURIED HAD NONE TO MOURN FOR HIM, NOR ANY SOLEMN FUNERALS AT ALL, NOR SEPULCHRE WITH HIS FATHERS. {5:11} NOW WHEN THIS THAT WAS DONE CAME TO THE KING’S CAR, HE THOUGHT THAT JUDEA HAD REVOLTED: WHEREUPON REMOVING OUT OF EGYPT IN A FURIOUS MIND, HE TOOK THE CITY BY FORCE OF ARMS, {5:12} AND COMMANDED HIS MEN OF WAR NOT TO SPARE SUCH AS THEY MET, AND TO SLAY SUCH AS WENT UP UPON THE HOUSES. {5:13} THUS THERE WAS KILLING OF YOUNG AND OLD, MAKING AWAY OF MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN, SLAYING OF VIRGINS AND INFANTS. {5:14} AND THERE WERE DESTROYED WITHIN THE SPACE OF THREE WHOLE DAYS FOURSCORE THOUSAND, WHEREOF FORTY THOUSAND WERE SLAIN IN THE CONFLICT; AND NO FEWER SOLD THAN SLAIN. {5:15} YET WAS HE NOT CONTENT WITH THIS, BUT PRESUMED TO GO INTO THE MOST HOLY TEMPLE OF ALL THE WORLD; MENELAUS, THAT TRAITOR TO THE LAWS, AND TO HIS OWN COUNTRY, BEING HIS GUIDE: {5:16} AND TAKING THE HOLY VESSELS WITH POLLUTED HANDS, AND WITH PROFANE HANDS PULLING DOWN THE THINGS THAT WERE DEDICATED BY OTHER KINGS TO THE AUGMENTATION AND GLORY AND HONOUR OF THE PLACE, HE GAVE THEM AWAY. {5:17} AND SO HAUGHTY WAS ANTIOCHUS IN MIND, THAT HE CONSIDERED NOT THAT THE LORD WAS ANGRY FOR A WHILE FOR THE SINS OF THEM THAT DWELT IN THE CITY, AND THEREFORE HIS EYE WAS NOT UPON THE PLACE. {5:18} FOR HAD THEY NOT BEEN FORMERLY WRAPPED IN MANY SINS, THIS MAN, AS SOON AS HE HAD COME, HAD FORTHWITH BEEN SCOURGED, AND PUT BACK FROM HIS PRESUMPTION, AS HELIODORUS WAS, WHOM SELEUCUS THE KING SENT TO VIEW THE TREASURY. {5:19} NEVERTHELESS GOD DID NOT CHOOSE THE PEOPLE FOR THE PLACE’S SAKE, BUT THE PLACE FAR THE PEOPLE’S SAKE. {5:20} AND THEREFORE THE PLACE ITSELF, THAT WAS PARTAKER WITH THEM OF THE ADVERSITY THAT HAPPENED TO THE NATION, DID AFTERWARD COMMUNICATE IN THE BENEFITS SENT FROM THE LORD: AND AS IT WAS FORSAKEN IN THE WRATH OF THE ALMIGHTY, SO AGAIN, THE GREAT LORD BEING RECONCILED, IT WAS SET UP WITH ALL GLORY. {5:21} SO WHEN ANTIOCHUS HAD CARRIED OUT OF THE TEMPLE A THOUSAND AND EIGHT HUNDRED TALENTS, HE DEPARTED IN ALL HASTE UNTO ANTIOCHIA, WEENING IN HIS PRIDE TO MAKE THE LAND NAVIGABLE, AND THE SEA PASSABLE BY FOOT: SUCH WAS THE HAUGHTINESS OF HIS MIND. {5:22} AND HE LEFT GOVERNORS TO VEX THE NATION: AT JERUSALEM, PHILIP, FOR HIS COUNTRY A PHRYGIAN, AND FOR MANNERS MORE BARBAROUS THAN HE THAT SET HIM THERE; {5:23} AND AT GARIZIM, ANDRONICUS; AND BESIDES, MENELAUS, WHO WORSE THAN ALL THE REST BARE A HEAVY HAND OVER THE CITIZENS, HAVING A MALICIOUS MIND AGAINST HIS COUNTRYMEN THE JEWS. {5:24} HE SENT ALSO THAT DETESTABLE RINGLEADER APOLLONIUS WITH AN ARMY OF TWO AND TWENTY THOUSAND, COMMANDING HIM TO SLAY ALL THOSE THAT WERE IN THEIR BEST AGE, AND TO SELL THE WOMEN AND THE YOUNGER SORT: {5:25} WHO COMING TO JERUSALEM, AND PRETENDING PEACE, DID FORBEAR TILL THE HOLY DAY OF THE SABBATH, WHEN TAKING THE JEWS KEEPING HOLY DAY, HE COMMANDED HIS MEN TO ARM THEMSELVES. {5:26} AND SO HE SLEW ALL THEM THAT WERE GONE TO THE CELEBRATING OF THE SABBATH, AND RUNNING THROUGH THE CITY WITH WEAPONS SLEW GREAT MULTITUDES. {5:27} BUT JUDAS MACCABEUS WITH NINE OTHERS, OR THEREABOUT, WITHDREW HIMSELF INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND LIVED IN THE MOUNTAINS AFTER THE MANNER OF BEASTS, WITH HIS COMPANY, WHO FED ON HERBS CONTINUALLY, LEST THEY SHOULD BE PARTAKERS OF THE POLLUTION. 
{6:1} NOT LONG AFTER THIS THE KING SENT AN OLD MAN OF ATHENS TO COMPEL THE JEWS TO DEPART FROM THE LAWS OF THEIR FATHERS, AND NOT TO LIVE AFTER THE LAWS OF GOD: {6:2} AND TO POLLUTE ALSO THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM, AND TO CALL IT THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER OLYMPIUS; AND THAT IN GARIZIM, OF JUPITER THE DEFENDER OF STRANGERS, AS THEY DID DESIRE THAT DWELT IN THE PLACE. {6:3} THE COMING IN OF THIS MISCHIEF WAS SORE AND GRIEVOUS TO THE PEOPLE: {6:4} FOR THE TEMPLE WAS FILLED WITH RIOT AND REVELLING BY THE GENTILES, WHO DALLIED WITH HARLOTS, AND HAD TO DO WITH WOMEN WITHIN THE CIRCUIT OF THE HOLY PLACES, AND BESIDES THAT BROUGHT IN THINGS THAT WERE NOT LAWFUL. {6:5} THE ALTAR ALSO WAS FILLED WITH PROFANE THINGS, WHICH THE LAW FORBIDDETH. {6:6} NEITHER WAS IT LAWFUL FOR A MAN TO KEEP SABBATH DAYS OR ANCIENT FASTS, OR TO PROFESS HIMSELF AT ALL TO BE A JEW. {6:7} AND IN THE DAY OF THE KING’S BIRTH EVERY MONTH THEY WERE BROUGHT BY BITTER CONSTRAINT TO EAT OF THE SACRIFICES; AND WHEN THE FAST OF BACCHUS WAS KEPT, THE JEWS WERE COMPELLED TO GO IN PROCESSION TO BACCHUS, CARRYING IVY. {6:8} MOREOVER THERE WENT OUT A DECREE TO THE NEIGHBOUR CITIES OF THE HEATHEN, BY THE SUGGESTION OF PTOLEMEE, AGAINST THE JEWS, THAT THEY SHOULD OBSERVE THE SAME FASHIONS, AND BE PARTAKERS OF THEIR SACRIFICES: {6:9} AND WHOSO WOULD NOT CONFORM THEMSELVES TO THE MANNERS OF THE GENTILES SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH. THEN MIGHT A MAN HAVE SEEN THE PRESENT MISERY. {6:10} FOR THERE WERE TWO WOMEN BROUGHT, WHO HAD CIRCUMCISED THEIR CHILDREN; WHOM WHEN THEY HAD OPENLY LED ROUND ABOUT THE CITY, THE BABES HANDING AT THEIR BREASTS, THEY CAST THEM DOWN HEADLONG FROM THE WALL. {6:11} AND OTHERS, THAT HAD RUN TOGETHER INTO CAVES NEAR BY, TO KEEP THE SABBATH DAY SECRETLY, BEING DISCOVERED BY PHILIP, WERE ALL BURNT TOGETHER, BECAUSE THEY MADE A CONSCIENCE TO HELP THEMSELVES FOR THE HONOUR OF THE MOST SACRED DAY. {6:12} NOW I BESEECH THOSE THAT READ THIS BOOK, THAT THEY BE NOT DISCOURAGED FOR THESE CALAMITIES, BUT THAT THEY JUDGE THOSE PUNISHMENTS NOT TO BE FOR DESTRUCTION, BUT FOR A CHASTENING OF OUR NATION. {6:13} FOR IT IS A TOKEN OF HIS GREAT GOODNESS, WHEN WICKED DOERS ARE NOT SUFFERED ANY LONG TIME, BUT FORTHWITH PUNISHED. {6:14} FOR NOT AS WITH OTHER NATIONS, WHOM THE LORD PATIENTLY FORBEARETH TO PUNISH, TILL THEY BE COME TO THE FULNESS OF THEIR SINS, SO DEALETH HE WITH US, {6:15} LEST THAT, BEING COME TO THE HEIGHT OF SIN, AFTERWARDS HE SHOULD TAKE VENGEANCE OF US. {6:16} AND THEREFORE HE NEVER WITHDRAWETH HIS MERCY FROM US: AND THOUGH HE, PUNISH WITH ADVERSITY, YET DOTH HE, NEVER FORSAKE HIS PEOPLE. {6:17} BUT LET THIS THAT WE AT SPOKEN BE FOR A WARNING UNTO US. AND NOW WILL WE COME TO THE DECLARING OF THE MATTER IN A FEW WORDS. {6:18} ELEAZAR, ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL SCRIBES, AN AGED MAN, AND OF A WELL FAVOURED COUNTENANCE, WAS CONSTRAINED TO OPEN HIS MOUTH, AND TO EAT SWINE’S FLESH. {6:19} BUT HE, CHOOSING RATHER TO DIE GLORIOUSLY, THAN TO LIVE STAINED WITH SUCH AN ABOMINATION, SPIT IT FORTH, AND CAME OF HIS OWN ACCORD TO THE TORMENT, {6:20} AS IT BEHOVED THEM TO COME, THAT ARE RESOLUTE TO STAND OUT AGAINST SUCH THINGS, AS ARE NOT LAWFUL FOR LOVE OF LIFE TO BE TASTED. {6:21} BUT THEY THAT HAD THE CHARGE OF THAT WICKED FEAST, FOR THE OLD ACQUAINTANCE THEY HAD WITH THE MAN, TAKING HIM ASIDE, BESOUGHT HIM TO BRING FLESH OF HIS OWN PROVISION, SUCH AS WAS LAWFUL FOR HIM TO USE, AND MAKE AS IF HE DID EAT OF THE FLESH TAKEN FROM THE SACRIFICE COMMANDED BY THE KING; {6:22} THAT IN SO DOING HE MIGHT BE DELIVERED FROM DEATH, AND FOR THE OLD FRIENDSHIP WITH THEM FIND FAVOUR. {6:23} BUT HE BEGAN TO CONSIDER DISCREETLY, AND AS BECAME HIS AGE, AND THE EXCELLENCY OF HIS ANCIENT YEARS, AND THE HONOUR OF HIS GRAY HEAD, WHEREON WAS COME, AND HIS MOST HONEST EDUCATION FROM A CHILD, OR RATHER THE HOLY LAW MADE AND GIVEN BY GOD: THEREFORE, HE ANSWERED ACCORDINGLY, AND WILLED THEM STRAIGHTWAYS TO SEND HIM TO THE GRAVE. {6:24} FOR IT BECOMETH NOT OUR AGE, SAID HE, IN ANY WISE TO DISSEMBLE, WHEREBY MANY YOUNG PERSONS MIGHT THINK THAT ELEAZAR, BEING FOURSCORE YEARS OLD AND TEN, WERE NOW GONE TO A STRANGE RELIGION; {6:25} AND SO THEY THROUGH MINE HYPOCRISY, AND DESIRE TO LIVE A LITTLE TIME AND A MOMENT LONGER, SHOULD BE DECEIVED BY ME, AND I GET A STAIN TO MINE OLD AGE, AND MAKE IT ABOMINABLE. {6:26} FOR THOUGH FOR THE PRESENT TIME I SHOULD BE DELIVERED FROM THE PUNISHMENT OF MEN: YET SHOULD I NOT ESCAPE THE HAND OF THE ALMIGHTY, NEITHER ALIVE, NOR DEAD. {6:27} WHEREFORE NOW, MANFULLY CHANGING THIS LIFE, I WILL SHEW MYSELF SUCH A ONE AS MINE AGE REQUIRETH, {6:28} AND LEAVE A NOTABLE EXAMPLE TO SUCH AS BE YOUNG TO DIE WILLINGLY AND COURAGEOUSLY FOR THE HONOURABLE AND HOLY LAWS. AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE WORDS, IMMEDIATELY HE WENT TO THE TORMENT: {6:29} THEY THAT LED HIM CHANGING THE GOOD WILL THEY BARE HIM A LITTLE BEFORE INTO HATRED, BECAUSE THE FORESAID SPEECHES PROCEEDED, AS THEY THOUGHT, FROM A DESPERATE MIND. {6:30} BUT WHEN HE WAS READY TO DIE WITH STRIPES, HE GROANED, AND SAID, IT IS MANIFEST UNTO THE LORD, THAT HATH THE HOLY KNOWLEDGE, THAT WHEREAS I MIGHT HAVE BEEN DELIVERED FROM DEATH, I NOW ENDURE SORE PAINS IN BODY BY BEING BEATEN: BUT IN SOUL AM WELL CONTENT TO SUFFER THESE THINGS, BECAUSE I FEAR HIM. {6:31} AND THUS THIS MAN DIED, LEAVING HIS DEATH FOR AN EXAMPLE OF A NOBLE COURAGE, AND A MEMORIAL OF VIRTUE, NOT ONLY UNTO YOUNG MEN, BUT UNTO ALL HIS NATION. 
{7:1} IT CAME TO PASS ALSO, THAT SEVEN BRETHREN WITH THEIR MOTHER WERE TAKEN, AND COMPELLED BY THE KING AGAINST THE LAW TO TASTE SWINE’S FLESH, AND WERE TORMENTED WITH SCOURGES AND WHIPS. {7:2} BUT ONE OF THEM THAT SPAKE FIRST SAID THUS, WHAT WOULDEST THOU ASK OR LEARN OF US? WE ARE READY TO DIE, RATHER THAN TO TRANSGRESS THE LAWS OF OUR FATHERS. {7:3} THEN THE KING, BEING IN A RAGE, COMMANDED PANS AND CALDRONS TO BE MADE HOT: {7:4} WHICH FORTHWITH BEING HEATED, HE COMMANDED TO CUT OUT THE TONGUE OF HIM THAT SPAKE FIRST, AND TO CUT OFF THE UTMOST PARTS OF HIS BODY, THE REST OF HIS BRETHREN AND HIS MOTHER LOOKING ON. {7:5} NOW WHEN HE WAS THUS MAIMED IN ALL HIS MEMBERS, HE COMMANDED HIM BEING YET ALIVE TO BE BROUGHT TO THE FIRE, AND TO BE FRIED IN THE PAN: AND AS THE VAPOUR OF THE PAN WAS FOR A GOOD SPACE DISPERSED, THEY EXHORTED ONE ANOTHER WITH THE MOTHER TO DIE MANFULLY, SAYING THUS, {7:6} THE LORD GOD LOOKETH UPON US, AND IN TRUTH HATH COMFORT IN US, AS MOSES IN HIS SONG, WHICH WITNESSED TO THEIR FACES, DECLARED, SAYING, AND HE SHALL BE COMFORTED IN HIS SERVANTS. {7:7} SO WHEN THE FIRST WAS DEAD AFTER THIS NUMBER, THEY BROUGHT THE SECOND TO MAKE HIM A MOCKING STOCK: AND WHEN THEY HAD PULLED OFF THE SKIN OF HIS HEAD WITH THE HAIR, THEY ASKED HIM, WILT THOU EAT, BEFORE THOU BE PUNISHED THROUGHOUT EVERY MEMBER OF THY BODY? {7:8} BUT HE ANSWERED IN HIS OWN LANGUAGE, AND SAID, NO. WHEREFORE HE ALSO RECEIVED THE NEXT TORMENT IN ORDER, AS THE FORMER DID. {7:9} AND WHEN HE WAS AT THE LAST GASP, HE SAID, THOU LIKE A FURY TAKEST US OUT OF THIS PRESENT LIFE, BUT THE KING OF THE WORLD SHALL RAISE US UP, WHO HAVE DIED FOR HIS LAWS, UNTO EVERLASTING LIFE. {7:10} AFTER HIM WAS THE THIRD MADE A MOCKING STOCK: AND WHEN HE WAS REQUIRED, HE PUT OUT HIS TONGUE, AND THAT RIGHT SOON, HOLDING FORTH HIS HANDS MANFULLY. {7:11} AND SAID COURAGEOUSLY, THESE I HAD FROM HEAVEN; AND FOR HIS LAWS I DESPISE THEM; AND FROM HIM I HOPE TO RECEIVE THEM AGAIN. {7:12} INSOMUCH THAT THE KING, AND THEY THAT WERE WITH HIM, MARVELLED AT THE YOUNG MAN’S COURAGE, FOR THAT HE NOTHING REGARDED THE PAINS. {7:13} NOW WHEN THIS MAN WAS DEAD ALSO, THEY TORMENTED AND MANGLED THE FOURTH IN LIKE MANNER. {7:14} SO WHEN HE WAS READY TO, DIE HE SAID THUS, IT IS GOOD, BEING PUT TO DEATH BY MEN, TO LOOK FOR HOPE FROM GOD TO BE RAISED UP AGAIN BY HIM: AS FOR THEE, THOU SHALT HAVE NO RESURRECTION TO LIFE. {7:15} AFTERWARD THEY BROUGHT THE FIFTH ALSO, AND MANGLED HIM. {7:16} THEN LOOKED HE UNTO THE KING, AND SAID, THOU HAST POWER OVER MEN, THOU ART CORRUPTIBLE, THOU DOEST WHAT THOU WILT; YET THINK NOT THAT OUR NATION IS FORSAKEN OF GOD; {7:17} BUT ABIDE A WHILE, AND BEHOLD HIS GREAT POWER, HOW HE WILL TORMENT THEE AND THY SEED. {7:18} AFTER HIM ALSO THEY BROUGHT THE SIXTH, WHO BEING READY TO DIE SAID, BE NOT DECEIVED WITHOUT CAUSE: FOR WE SUFFER THESE THINGS FOR OURSELVES, HAVING SINNED AGAINST OUR GOD: THEREFORE, MARVELLOUS THINGS ARE DONE UNTO US. {7:19} BUT THINK NOT THOU, THAT TAKEST IN HAND TO STRIVE AGAINST GOD, THAT THOU SHALT ESCAPE UNPUNISHED. {7:20} BUT THE MOTHER WAS MARVELLOUS ABOVE ALL, AND WORTHY OF HONOURABLE MEMORY: FOR WHEN SHE SAW HER SEVEN SONS SLAIN WITHIN THE SPACE OF ONE DAY, SHE, BARE IT WITH A GOOD COURAGE, BECAUSE OF THE HOPE THAT SHE HAD IN THE LORD. {7:21} YEA, SHE EXHORTED EVERY ONE OF THEM IN HER OWN LANGUAGE, FILLED WITH COURAGEOUS SPIRITS; AND STIRRING UP HER WOMANISH THOUGHTS WITH A MANLY STOMACH, SHE SAID UNTO THEM, {7:22} I CANNOT TELL HOW YE CAME INTO MY WOMB: FOR I NEITHER GAVE YOU BREATH NOR LIFE, NEITHER WAS IT I THAT FORMED THE MEMBERS OF EVERY ONE OF YOU; {7:23} BUT DOUBTLESS THE, [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE WORLD, WHO FORMED THE GENERATION OF MAN, AND FOUND OUT THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS, WILL ALSO OF HIS OWN MERCY GIVE YOU BREATH AND LIFE AGAIN, AS YE NOW REGARD NOT YOUR OWN SELVES FOR HIS LAWS’ SAKE. {7:24} NOW ANTIOCHUS, THINKING HIMSELF DESPISED, AND SUSPECTING IT TO BE A REPROACHFUL SPEECH, WHILST THE YOUNGEST WAS YET ALIVE, DID NOT ONLY EXHORT HIM BY WORDS, BUT ALSO ASSURED HIM WITH OATHS, THAT HE WOULD MAKE HIM BOTH A RICH AND A HAPPY MAN, IF HE WOULD TURN FROM THE LAWS OF HIS FATHERS; AND THAT ALSO HE WOULD TAKE HIM FOR HIS FRIEND, AND TRUST HIM WITH AFFAIRS. {7:25} BUT WHEN THE YOUNG MAN WOULD IN NO CASE HEARKEN UNTO HIM, THE KING CALLED HIS MOTHER, AND EXHORTED HER THAT SHE WOULD COUNSEL THE YOUNG MAN TO SAVE HIS LIFE. {7:26} AND WHEN HE HAD EXHORTED HER WITH MANY WORDS, SHE PROMISED HIM THAT SHE WOULD COUNSEL HER SON. {7:27} BUT SHE BOWING HERSELF TOWARD HIM, LAUGHING THE CRUEL TYRANT TO SCORN, SPAKE IN HER COUNTRY LANGUAGE ON THIS MANNER; O MY SON, HAVE PITY UPON ME THAT BARE THEE NINE MONTHS IN MY WOMB, AND GAVE THEE SUCH THREE YEARS, AND NOURISHED THEE, AND BROUGHT THEE UP UNTO THIS AGE, AND ENDURED THE TROUBLES OF EDUCATION. {7:28} I BESEECH THEE, MY SON, LOOK UPON THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AND ALL THAT IS THEREIN, AND CONSIDER THAT GOD MADE THEM OF THINGS THAT WERE NOT; AND SO WAS MANKIND MADE LIKEWISE. {7:29} FEAR NOT THIS TORMENTOR, BUT, BEING WORTHY OF THY BRETHREN, TAKE THY DEATH THAT I MAY RECEIVE THEE AGAIN IN MERCY WITH THY BRETHREN. {7:30} WHILES SHE WAS YET SPEAKING THESE WORDS, THE YOUNG MAN SAID, WHOM WAIT YE FOR? I WILL NOT OBEY THE KING’S COMMANDMENT: BUT I WILL OBEY THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LAW THAT WAS GIVEN UNTO OUR FATHERS BY MOSES. {7:31} AND THOU, THAT HAST BEEN THE AUTHOR OF ALL MISCHIEF AGAINST THE HEBREWS, SHALT NOT ESCAPE THE HANDS OF GOD. {7:32} FOR WE SUFFER BECAUSE OF OUR SINS. {7:33} AND THOUGH THE LIVING LORD BE ANGRY WITH US A LITTLE WHILE FOR OUR CHASTENING AND CORRECTION, YET SHALL HE BE AT ONE AGAIN WITH HIS SERVANTS. {7:34} BUT THOU, O GODLESS MAN, AND OF ALL OTHER MOST WICKED, BE NOT LIFTED UP WITHOUT A CAUSE, NOR PUFFED UP WITH UNCERTAIN HOPES, LIFTING UP THY HAND AGAINST THE SERVANTS OF GOD: {7:35} FOR THOU HAST NOT YET ESCAPED THE JUDGMENT OF ALMIGHTY GOD, WHO SEETH ALL THINGS. {7:36} FOR OUR BRETHREN, WHO NOW HAVE SUFFERED A SHORT PAIN, ARE DEAD UNDER GOD’S COVENANT OF EVERLASTING LIFE: BUT THOU, THROUGH THE JUDGMENT OF GOD, SHALT RECEIVE JUST PUNISHMENT FOR THY PRIDE. {7:37} BUT I, AS MY BRETHREN, OFFER UP MY BODY AND LIFE FOR THE LAWS OF OUR FATHERS, BESEECHING GOD THAT HE WOULD SPEEDILY BE MERCIFUL UNTO OUR NATION; AND THAT THOU BY TORMENTS AND PLAGUES MAYEST CONFESS, THAT HE ALONE IS GOD; {7:38} AND THAT IN ME AND MY BRETHREN THE WRATH OF THE ALMIGHTY, WHICH IS JUSTLY BROUGHT UPON OUR NATION, MAY CEASE. {7:39} THAN THE KING’ BEING IN A RAGE, HANDED HIM WORSE THAN ALL THE REST, AND TOOK IT GRIEVOUSLY THAT HE WAS MOCKED. {7:40} SO THIS MAN DIED UNDEFILED, AND PUT HIS WHOLE TRUST IN THE LORD. {7:41} LAST OF ALL AFTER THE SONS THE MOTHER DIED. {7:42} LET THIS BE ENOUGH NOW TO HAVE SPOKEN CONCERNING THE IDOLATROUS FEASTS, AND THE EXTREME TORTURES. 
{8:1} THEN JUDAS MACCABEUS, AND THEY THAT WERE WITH HIM, WENT PRIVILY INTO THE TOWNS, AND CALLED THEIR KINSFOLKS TOGETHER, AND TOOK UNTO THEM ALL SUCH AS CONTINUED IN THE JEWS’ RELIGION, AND ASSEMBLED ABOUT SIX THOUSAND MEN. {8:2} AND THEY CALLED UPON THE LORD, THAT HE WOULD LOOK UPON THE PEOPLE THAT WAS TRODDEN DOWN OF ALL; AND ALSO PITY THE TEMPLE PROFANED OF UNGODLY MEN; {8:3} AND THAT HE WOULD HAVE COMPASSION UPON THE CITY, SORE DEFACED, AND READY TO BE MADE EVEN WITH THE GROUND; AND HEAR THE BLOOD THAT CRIED UNTO HIM, {8:4} AND REMEMBER THE WICKED SLAUGHTER OF HARMLESS INFANTS, AND THE BLASPHEMIES COMMITTED AGAINST HIS NAME; AND THAT HE WOULD SHEW HIS HATRED AGAINST THE WICKED. {8:5} NOW WHEN MACCABEUS HAD HIS COMPANY ABOUT HIM, HE COULD NOT BE WITHSTOOD BY THE HEATHEN: FOR THE WRATH OF THE LORD WAS TURNED INTO MERCY. {8:6} THEREFORE HE CAME AT UNAWARES, AND BURNT UP TOWNS AND CITIES, AND GOT INTO HIS HANDS THE MOST COMMODIOUS PLACES, AND OVERCAME AND PUT TO FLIGHT NO SMALL NUMBER OF HIS ENEMIES. {8:7} BUT SPECIALLY TOOK HE ADVANTAGE OF THE NIGHT FOR SUCH PRIVY ATTEMPTS, INSOMUCH THAT THE FRUIT OF HIS HOLINESS WAS SPREAD EVERY WHERE. {8:8} SO WHEN PHILIP SAW THAT THIS MAN INCREASED BY LITTLE AND LITTLE, AND THAT THINGS PROSPERED WITH HIM STILL MORE AND MORE, HE WROTE UNTO PTOLEMEUS, THE GOVERNOR OF CELOSYRIA AND PHENICE, TO YIELD MORE AID TO THE KING’S AFFAIRS. {8:9} THEN FORTHWITH CHOOSING NICANOR THE SON OF PATROCLUS, ONE OF HIS SPECIAL FRIENDS, HE SENT HIM WITH NO FEWER THAN TWENTY THOUSAND OF ALL NATIONS UNDER HIM, TO ROOT OUT THE WHOLE GENERATION OF THE JEWS; AND WITH HIM HE JOINED ALSO GORGIAS A CAPTAIN, WHO IN MATTERS OF WAR HAD GREAT EXPERIENCE. {8:10} SO NICANOR UNDERTOOK TO MAKE SO MUCH MONEY OF THE CAPTIVE JEWS, AS SHOULD DEFRAY THE TRIBUTE OF TWO THOUSAND TALENTS, WHICH THE KING WAS TO PAY TO THE ROMANS. {8:11} WHEREFORE IMMEDIATELY HE SENT TO THE CITIES UPON THE SEA COAST, PROCLAIMING A SALE OF THE CAPTIVE JEWS, AND PROMISING THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE FOURSCORE AND TEN BODIES FOR ONE TALENT, NOT EXPECTING THE VENGEANCE THAT WAS TO FOLLOW UPON HIM FROM THE ALMIGHTY GOD. {8:12} NOW WHEN WORD WAS BROUGHT UNTO JUDAS OF NICANOR’S COMING, AND HE HAD IMPARTED UNTO THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM THAT THE ARMY WAS AT HAND, {8:13} THEY THAT WERE FEARFUL, AND DISTRUSTED THE JUSTICE OF GOD, FLED, AND CONVEYED THEMSELVES AWAY. {8:14} OTHERS SOLD ALL THAT THEY HAD LEFT, AND WITHAL BESOUGHT THE LORD TO DELIVER THEM, SOLD BY THE WICKED NICANOR BEFORE THEY MET TOGETHER: {8:15} AND IF NOT FOR THEIR OWN SAKES, YET FOR THE COVENANTS HE HAD MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS, AND FOR HIS HOLY AND GLORIOUS NAME’S SAKE, BY WHICH THEY WERE CALLED. {8:16} SO MACCABEUS CALLED HIS MEN TOGETHER UNTO THE NUMBER OF SIX THOUSAND, AND EXHORTED THEM NOT TO BE STRICKEN WITH TERROR OF THE ENEMY, NOR TO FEAR THE GREAT MULTITUDE OF THE HEATHEN, WHO CAME WRONGLY AGAINST THEM; BUT TO FIGHT MANFULLY, {8:17} AND TO SET BEFORE THEIR EYES THE INJURY THAT THEY HAD UNJUSTLY DONE TO THE HOLY PLACE, AND THE CRUEL HANDLING OF THE CITY, WHEREOF THEY MADE A MOCKERY, AND ALSO THE TAKING AWAY OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THEIR FOREFATHERS: {8:18} FOR THEY, SAID HE, TRUST IN THEIR WEAPONS AND BOLDNESS; BUT OUR CONFIDENCE IS IN THE ALMIGHTY WHO AT A BECK CAN CAST DOWN BOTH THEM THAT COME AGAINST US, AND ALSO ALL THE WORLD. {8:19} MOREOVER, HE RECOUNTED UNTO THEM WHAT HELPS THEIR FOREFATHERS HAD FOUND, AND HOW THEY WERE DELIVERED, WHEN UNDER SENNACHERIB A HUNDRED FOURSCORE AND FIVE THOUSAND PERISHED. {8:20} AND HE TOLD THEM OF THE BATTLE THAT THEY HAD IN BABYLON WITH THE GALATIANS, HOW THEY CAME BUT EIGHT THOUSAND IN ALL TO THE BUSINESS, WITH FOUR THOUSAND MACEDONIANS, AND THAT THE MACEDONIANS BEING PERPLEXED, THE EIGHT THOUSAND DESTROYED A HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND BECAUSE OF THE HELP THAT THEY HAD FROM HEAVEN, AND SO RECEIVED A GREAT BOOTY. {8:21} THUS WHEN HE HAD MADE THEM BOLD WITH THESE WORDS, AND READY TO DIE FOR THE LAW AND THE COUNTRY, HE DIVIDED HIS ARMY INTO FOUR PARTS; {8:22} AND JOINED WITH HIMSELF HIS OWN BRETHREN, LEADERS OF EACH BAND, TO WIT SIMON, AND JOSEPH, AND JONATHAN, GIVING EACH ONE FIFTEEN HUNDRED MEN. {8:23} ALSO HE APPOINTED ELEAZAR TO READ THE HOLY BOOK: AND WHEN HE HAD GIVEN THEM THIS WATCHWORD, THE HELP OF GOD; HIMSELF LEADING THE FIRST BAND, {8:24} AND BY THE HELP OF THE ALMIGHTY THEY SLEW ABOVE NINE THOUSAND OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND WOUNDED AND MAIMED THE MOST PART OF NICANOR’S HOST, AND SO PUT ALL TO FLIGHT; {8:25} AND TOOK THEIR MONEY THAT CAME TO BUY THEM, AND PURSUED THEM FAR: BUT LACKING TIME THEY RETURNED: {8:26} FOR IT WAS THE DAY BEFORE THE SABBATH, AND THEREFORE THEY WOULD NO LONGER PURSUE THEM. {8:27} SO WHEN THEY HAD GATHERED THEIR ARMOUR TOGETHER, AND SPOILED THEIR ENEMIES, THEY OCCUPIED THEMSELVES ABOUT THE SABBATH, YIELDING EXCEEDING PRAISE AND THANKS TO THE LORD, WHO HAD PRESERVED THEM UNTO THAT DAY, WHICH WAS THE BEGINNING OF MERCY DISTILLING UPON THEM. {8:28} AND AFTER THE SABBATH, WHEN THEY HAD GIVEN PART OF THE SPOILS TO THE MAIMED, AND THE WIDOWS, AND ORPHANS, THE RESIDUE THEY DIVIDED AMONG THEMSELVES AND THEIR SERVANTS. {8:29} WHEN THIS WAS DONE, AND THEY HAD MADE A COMMON SUPPLICATION, THEY BESOUGHT THE MERCIFUL LORD TO BE RECONCILED WITH HIS SERVANTS FOR EVER. {8:30} MOREOVER OF THOSE THAT WERE WITH TIMOTHEUS AND BACCHIDES, WHO FOUGHT AGAINST THEM, THEY SLEW ABOVE TWENTY THOUSAND, AND VERY EASILY GOT HIGH AND STRONG HOLDS, AND DIVIDED AMONG THEMSELVES MANY SPOILS MORE, AND MADE THE MAIMED, ORPHANS, WIDOWS, YEA, AND THE AGED ALSO, EQUAL IN SPOILS WITH THEMSELVES. {8:31} AND WHEN THEY HAD GATHERED THEIR ARMOUR TOGETHER, THEY LAID THEM UP ALL CAREFULLY IN CONVENIENT PLACES, AND THE REMNANT OF THE SPOILS THEY BROUGHT TO JERUSALEM. {8:32} THEY SLEW ALSO PHILARCHES, THAT WICKED PERSON, WHO WAS WITH TIMOTHEUS, AND HAD ANNOYED THE JEWS MANY WAYS. {8:33} FURTHERMORE AT SUCH TIME AS THEY KEPT THE FEAST FOR THE VICTORY IN THEIR COUNTRY, THEY BURNT CALLISTHENES, THAT HAD SET FIRE UPON THE HOLY GATES, WHO HAD FLED INTO A LITTLE HOUSE; AND SO, HE RECEIVED A REWARD MEET FOR HIS WICKEDNESS. {8:34} AS FOR THAT MOST UNGRACIOUS NICANOR, WHO HAD BROUGHT A THOUSAND MERCHANTS TO BUY THE JEWS, {8:35} HE WAS THROUGH THE HELP OF THE LORD BROUGHT DOWN BY THEM, OF WHOM HE MADE LEAST ACCOUNT; AND PUTTING OFF HIS GLORIOUS APPAREL, AND DISCHARGING HIS COMPANY, HE CAME LIKE A FUGITIVE SERVANT THROUGH THE MIDLAND UNTO ANTIOCH HAVING VERY GREAT DISHONOUR, FOR THAT HIS HOST WAS DESTROYED. {8:36} THUS HE, THAT TOOK UPON HIM TO MAKE GOOD TO THE ROMANS THEIR TRIBUTE BY MEANS OF CAPTIVES IN JERUSALEM, TOLD ABROAD, THAT THE JEWS HAD GOD TO FIGHT FOR THEM, AND THEREFORE THEY COULD NOT BE HURT, BECAUSE THEY FOLLOWED THE LAWS THAT HE GAVE THEM. 
{9:1} ABOUT THAT TIME CAME ANTIOCHUS WITH DISHONOUR OUT OF THE COUNTRY OF PERSIA {9:2} FOR HE HAD ENTERED THE CITY CALLED PERSEPOLIS, AND WENT ABOUT TO ROB THE TEMPLE, AND TO HOLD THE CITY; WHEREUPON THE MULTITUDE RUNNING TO DEFEND THEMSELVES WITH THEIR WEAPONS PUT THEM TO FLIGHT; AND SO, IT HAPPENED, THAT ANTIOCHUS BEING PUT TO FLIGHT OF THE INHABITANTS RETURNED WITH SHAME. {9:3} NOW WHEN HE CAME TO ECBATANE, NEWS WAS BROUGHT HIM WHAT HAD HAPPENED UNTO NICANOR AND TIMOTHEUS. {9:4} THEN SWELLING WITH ANGER. HE THOUGHT TO AVENGE UPON THE JEWS THE DISGRACE DONE UNTO HIM BY THOSE THAT MADE HIM FLEE. THEREFORE, COMMANDED HE HIS CHARIOTMAN TO DRIVE WITHOUT CEASING, AND TO DISPATCH THE JOURNEY, THE JUDGMENT OF GOD NOW FOLLOWING HIM. FOR HE HAD SPOKEN PROUDLY IN THIS SORT, THAT HE WOULD COME TO JERUSALEM AND MAKE IT A COMMON BURYING PLACE OF THE JEWS. {9:5} BUT THE LORD ALMIGHTY, THE GOD OF ISREAL, SMOTE HIM WITH AN INCURABLE AND INVISIBLE PLAGUE: OR AS SOON AS HE HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, A PAIN OF THE BOWELS THAT WAS REMEDILESS CAME UPON HIM, AND SORE TORMENTS OF THE INNER PARTS; {9:6} AND THAT MOST JUSTLY: FOR HE HAD TORMENTED OTHER MEN’S BOWELS WITH MANY AND STRANGE TORMENTS. {9:7} HOWBEIT HE NOTHING AT ALL CEASED FROM HIS BRAGGING, BUT STILL WAS FILLED WITH PRIDE, BREATHING OUT FIRE IN HIS RAGE AGAINST THE JEWS, AND COMMANDING TO HASTE THE JOURNEY: BUT IT CAME TO PASS THAT HE FELL DOWN FROM HIS CHARIOT, CARRIED VIOLENTLY; SO THAT HAVING A SORE FALL, ALL THE MEMBERS OF HIS BODY WERE MUCH PAINED. {9:8} AND THUS HE THAT A LITTLE AFORE THOUGHT HE MIGHT COMMAND THE WAVES OF THE SEA, (SO PROUD WAS HE BEYOND THE CONDITION OF MAN) AND WEIGH THE HIGH MOUNTAINS IN A BALANCE, WAS NOW CAST ON THE GROUND, AND CARRIED IN AN HORSELITTER, SHEWING FORTH UNTO ALL THE MANIFEST POWER OF GOD. {9:9} SO THAT THE WORMS ROSE UP OUT OF THE BODY OF THIS WICKED MAN, AND WHILES HE LIVED IN SORROW AND PAIN, HIS FLESH FELL AWAY, AND THE FILTHINESS OF HIS SMELL WAS NOISOME TO ALL HIS ARMY. {9:10} AND THE MAN, THAT THOUGHT A LITTLE AFORE HE COULD REACH TO THE STARS OF HEAVEN, NO MAN COULD ENDURE TO CARRY FOR HIS INTOLERABLE STINK. {9:11} HERE THEREFORE, BEING PLAGUED, HE BEGAN TO LEAVE OFF HIS GREAT PRIDE, AND TO COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIMSELF BY THE SCOURGE OF GOD, HIS PAIN INCREASING EVERY MOMENT. {9:12} AND WHEN HE HIMSELF COULD NOT ABIDE HIS OWN SMELL, HE SAID THESE WORDS, IT IS MEET TO BE SUBJECT UNTO GOD, AND THAT A MAN THAT IS MORTAL SHOULD NOT PROUDLY THINK OF HIMSELF IF HE WERE GOD. {9:13} THIS WICKED PERSON VOWED ALSO UNTO THE LORD, WHO NOW NO MORE WOULD HAVE MERCY UPON HIM, SAYING THUS, {9:14} THAT THE HOLY CITY (TO THE WHICH HE WAS GOING IN HASTE TO LAY IT EVEN WITH THE GROUND, AND TO MAKE IT A COMMON BURYINGPLACE,) HE WOULD SET AT LIBERTY: {9:15} AND AS TOUCHING THE JEWS, WHOM HE HAD JUDGED NOT WORTHY SO MUCH AS TO BE BURIED, BUT TO BE CAST OUT WITH THEIR CHILDREN TO BE DEVOURED OF THE FOWLS AND WILD BEASTS, HE WOULD MAKE THEM ALL EQUALS TO THE CITIZENS OF ATHENS: {9:16} AND THE HOLY TEMPLE, WHICH BEFORE HE HAD SPOILED, HE WOULD GARNISH WITH GOODLY GIFTS, AND RESTORE ALL THE HOLY VESSELS WITH MANY MORE, AND OUT OF HIS OWN REVENUE DEFRAY THE CHARGES BELONGING TO THE SACRIFICES: {9:17} YEA, AND THAT ALSO HE WOULD BECOME A JEW HIMSELF, AND GO THROUGH ALL THE WORLD THAT WAS INHABITED, AND DECLARE THE POWER OF GOD. {9:18} BUT FOR ALL THIS HIS PAINS WOULD NOT CEASE: FOR THE JUST JUDGMENT OF GOD WAS COME UPON HIM: THEREFORE, DESPAIRING OF HIS HEALTH, HE WROTE UNTO THE JEWS THE LETTER UNDERWRITTEN, CONTAINING THE FORM OF A SUPPLICATION, AFTER THIS MANNER: {9:19} ANTIOCHUS, KING AND GOVERNOR, TO THE GOOD JEWS HIS CITIZENS WISHETH MUCH JOY, HEALTH, AND PROSPERITY: {9:20} IF YE AND YOUR CHILDREN FARE WELL, AND YOUR AFFAIRS BE TO YOUR CONTENTMENT, I GIVE VERY GREAT THANKS TO GOD, HAVING MY HOPE IN HEAVEN. {9:21} AS FOR ME, I WAS WEAK, OR ELSE I WOULD HAVE REMEMBERED KINDLY YOUR HONOUR AND GOOD WILL RETURNING OUT OF PERSIA, AND BEING TAKEN WITH A GRIEVOUS DISEASE, I THOUGHT IT NECESSARY TO CARE FOR THE COMMON SAFETY OF ALL: {9:22} NOT DISTRUSTING MINE HEALTH, BUT HAVING GREAT HOPE TO ESCAPE THIS SICKNESS. {9:23} BUT CONSIDERING THAT EVEN MY FATHER, AT WHAT TIME HE LED AN ARMY INTO THE HIGH COUNTRIES. APPOINTED A SUCCESSOR, {9:24} TO THE END THAT, IF ANY THING FELL OUT CONTRARY TO EXPECTATION, OR IF ANY TIDINGS WERE BROUGHT THAT WERE GRIEVOUS, THEY OF THE LAND, KNOWING TO WHOM THE STATE WAS LEFT, MIGHT NOT BE TROUBLED: {9:25} AGAIN, CONSIDERING HOW THAT THE PRINCES THAT ARE BORDERERS AND NEIGHBOURS UNTO MY KINGDOM WAIT FOR OPPORTUNITIES, AND EXPECT WHAT SHALL BE THE EVENT. I HAVE APPOINTED MY SON ANTIOCHUS KING, WHOM I OFTEN COMMITTED AND COMMENDED UNTO MANY OF YOU, WHEN I WENT UP INTO THE HIGH PROVINCES; TO WHOM I HAVE WRITTEN AS FOLLOWETH: {9:26} THEREFORE I PRAY AND REQUEST YOU TO REMEMBER THE BENEFITS THAT I HAVE DONE UNTO YOU GENERALLY, AND IN SPECIAL, AND THAT EVERY MAN WILL BE STILL FAITHFUL TO ME AND MY SON. {9:27} FOR I AM PERSUADED THAT HE UNDERSTANDING MY MIND WILL FAVOURABLY AND GRACIOUSLY YIELD TO YOUR DESIRES. {9:28} THUS THE MURDERER AND BLASPHEMER HAVING SUFFERED MOST GRIEVOUSLY, AS HE ENTREATED OTHER MEN, SO DIED HE A MISERABLE DEATH IN A STRANGE COUNTRY IN THE MOUNTAINS. {9:29} AND PHILIP, THAT WAS BROUGHT UP WITH HIM, CARRIED AWAY HIS BODY, WHO ALSO FEARING THE SON OF ANTIOCHUS WENT INTO EGYPT TO PTOLEMEUS PHILOMETOR. 
{10:1} NOW MACCABEUS AND HIS COMPANY, THE LORD GUIDING THEM, RECOVERED THE TEMPLE AND THE CITY: {10:2} BUT THE ALTARS WHICH THE HEATHEN HAD BUILT IN THE OPEN STREET, AND ALSO THE CHAPELS, THEY PULLED DOWN. {10:3} AND HAVING CLEANSED THE TEMPLE THEY MADE ANOTHER ALTAR, AND STRIKING STONES THEY TOOK FIRE OUT OF THEM, AND OFFERED A SACRIFICE AFTER TWO YEARS, AND SET FORTH INCENSE, AND LIGHTS, AND SHEWBREAD. {10:4} WHEN THAT WAS DONE, THEY FELL FLAT DOWN, AND BESOUGHT THE LORD THAT THEY MIGHT COME NO MORE INTO SUCH TROUBLES; BUT IF THEY SINNED ANY MORE AGAINST HIM, THAT HE HIMSELF WOULD CHASTEN THEM WITH MERCY, AND THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE DELIVERED UNTO THE BLASPHEMOUS AND BARBAROUS NATIONS. {10:5} NOW UPON THE SAME DAY THAT THE STRANGERS PROFANED THE TEMPLE, ON THE VERY SAME DAY IT WAS CLEANSED AGAIN, EVEN THE FIVE AND TWENTIETH DAY OF THE SAME MONTH, WHICH IS CASLEU. {10:6} AND THEY KEPT THE EIGHT DAYS WITH GLADNESS, AS IN THE FEAST OF THE TABERNACLES, REMEMBERING THAT NOT LONG AFORE THEY HAD HELD THE FEAST OF THE TABERNACLES, WHEN AS THEY WANDERED IN THE MOUNTAINS AND DENS LIKE BEASTS. {10:7} THEREFORE THEY BARE BRANCHES, AND FAIR BOUGHS, AND PALMS ALSO, AND SANG PSALMS UNTO HIM THAT HAD GIVEN THEM GOOD SUCCESS IN CLEANSING HIS PLACE. {10:8} THEY ORDAINED ALSO BY A COMMON STATUTE AND DECREE, THAT EVERY YEAR THOSE DAYS SHOULD BE KEPT OF THE WHOLE NATION OF THE JEWS. {10:9} AND THIS WAS THE END OF ANTIOCHUS, CALLED EPIPHANES. {10:10} NOW WILL WE DECLARE THE ACTS OF ANTIOCHUS EUPATOR, WHO WAS THE SON OF THIS WICKED MAN, GATHERING BRIEFLY THE CALAMITIES OF THE WARS. {10:11} SO WHEN HE WAS COME TO THE CROWN, HE SET ONE LYSIAS OVER THE AFFAIRS OF HIS REALM, AND APPOINTED HIM HIS CHIEF GOVERNOR OF CELOSYRIA AND PHENICE. {10:12} FOR PTOLEMEUS, THAT WAS CALLED MACRON, CHOOSING RATHER TO DO JUSTICE UNTO THE JEWS FOR THE WRONG THAT HAD BEEN DONE UNTO THEM, ENDEAVOURED TO CONTINUE PEACE WITH THEM. {10:13} WHEREUPON BEING ACCUSED OF THE KING’S FRIENDS BEFORE EUPATOR, AND CALLED TRAITOR AT EVERY WORD BECAUSE HE HAD LEFT CYPRUS, THAT PHILOMETOR HAD COMMITTED UNTO HIM, AND DEPARTED TO ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, AND SEEING THAT HE WAS IN NO HONOURABLE PLACE, HE WAS SO DISCOURAGED, THAT HE POISONED HIMSELF AND DIED. {10:14} BUT WHEN GORGIAS WAS GOVERNOR OF THE HOLDS, HE HIRED SOLDIERS, AND NOURISHED WAR CONTINUALLY WITH THE JEWS: {10:15} AND THEREWITHALL THE IDUMEANS, HAVING GOTTEN INTO THEIR HANDS THE MOST COMMODIOUS HOLDS, KEPT THE JEWS OCCUPIED, AND RECEIVING THOSE THAT WERE BANISHED FROM JERUSALEM, THEY WENT ABOUT TO NOURISH WAR. {10:16} THEN THEY THAT WERE WITH MACCABEUS MADE SUPPLICATION, AND BESOUGHT GOD THAT HE WOULD BE THEIR HELPER; AND SO, THEY RAN WITH VIOLENCE UPON THE STRONG HOLDS OF THE IDUMEANS, {10:17} AND ASSAULTING THEM STRONGLY, THEY WON THE HOLDS, AND KEPT OFF ALL THAT FOUGHT UPON THE WALL, AND SLEW ALL THAT FELL INTO THEIR HANDS, AND KILLED NO FEWER THAN TWENTY THOUSAND. {10:18} AND BECAUSE CERTAIN, WHO WERE NO LESS THAN NINE THOUSAND, WERE FLED TOGETHER INTO TWO VERY STRONG CASTLES, HAVING ALL MANNER OF THINGS CONVENIENT TO SUSTAIN THE SIEGE, {10:19} MACCABEUS LEFT SIMON AND JOSEPH, AND ZACCHEUS ALSO, AND THEM THAT WERE WITH HIM, WHO WERE ENOUGH TO BESIEGE THEM, AND DEPARTED HIMSELF UNTO THOSE PLACES WHICH MORE NEEDED HIS HELP. {10:20} NOW THEY THAT WERE WITH SIMON, BEING LED WITH COVETOUSNESS, WERE PERSUADED FOR MONEY THROUGH CERTAIN OF THOSE THAT WERE IN THE CASTLE, AND TOOK SEVENTY THOUSAND DRACHMS, AND LET SOME OF THEM ESCAPE. {10:21} BUT WHEN IT WAS TOLD MACCABEUS WHAT WAS DONE, HE CALLED THE GOVERNORS OF THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, AND ACCUSED THOSE MEN, THAT THEY HAD SOLD THEIR BRETHREN FOR MONEY, AND SET THEIR ENEMIES FREE TO FIGHT AGAINST THEM. {10:22} SO HE SLEW THOSE THAT WERE FOUND TRAITORS, AND IMMEDIATELY TOOK THE TWO CASTLES. {10:23} AND HAVING GOOD SUCCESS WITH HIS WEAPONS IN ALL THINGS HE TOOK IN HAND, HE SLEW IN THE TWO HOLDS MORE THAN TWENTY THOUSAND. {10:24} NOW TIMOTHEUS, WHOM THE JEWS HAD OVERCOME BEFORE, WHEN HE HAD GATHERED A GREAT MULTITUDE OF FOREIGN FORCES, AND HORSES OUT OF ASIA NOT A FEW, CAME AS THOUGH HE WOULD TAKE JEWRY BY FORCE OF ARMS. {10:25} BUT WHEN HE DREW NEAR, THEY THAT WERE WITH MACCABEUS TURNED THEMSELVES TO PRAY UNTO GOD, AND SPRINKLED EARTH UPON THEIR HEADS, AND GIRDED THEIR LOINS WITH SACKCLOTH, {10:26} AND FELL DOWN AT THE FOOT OF THE ALTAR, AND BESOUGHT HIM TO BE MERCIFUL TO THEM, AND TO BE AN ENEMY TO THEIR ENEMIES, AND AN ADVERSARY TO THEIR ADVERSARIES, AS THE LAW DECLARETH. {10:27} SO AFTER THE PRAYER THEY TOOK THEIR WEAPONS, AND WENT ON FURTHER FROM THE CITY: AND WHEN THEY DREW NEAR TO THEIR ENEMIES, THEY KEPT BY THEMSELVES. {10:28} NOW THE SUN BEING NEWLY RISEN, THEY JOINED BOTH TOGETHER; THE ONE PART HAVING TOGETHER WITH THEIR VIRTUE THEIR REFUGE ALSO UNTO THE LORD FOR A PLEDGE OF THEIR SUCCESS AND VICTORY: THE OTHER SIDE MAKING THEIR RAGE LEADER OF THEIR BATTLE {10:29} BUT WHEN THE BATTLE WAXED STRONG, THERE APPEARED UNTO THE ENEMIES FROM HEAVEN FIVE COMELY MEN UPON HORSES, WITH BRIDLES OF GOLD, AND TWO OF THEM LED THE JEWS, {10:30} AND TOOK MACCABEUS BETWIXT THEM, AND COVERED HIM ON EVERY SIDE, WEAPONS, AND KEPT HIM SAFE, BUT SHOT ARROWS AND LIGHTNINGS AGAINST THE ENEMIES: SO THAT BEING CONFOUNDED WITH BLINDNESS, AND FULL OF TROUBLE, THEY WERE KILLED. {10:31} AND THERE WERE SLAIN OF FOOTMEN TWENTY THOUSAND AND FIVE HUNDRED, AND SIX HUNDRED HORSEMEN. {10:32} AS FOR TIMOTHEUS HIMSELF, HE FLED INTO A VERY STRONG HOLD, CALLED GAWRA, WHERE CHEREAS WAS GOVERNOR. {10:33} BUT THEY THAT WERE WITH MACCABEUS LAID SIEGE AGAINST THE FORTRESS COURAGEOUSLY FOUR DAYS. {10:34} AND THEY THAT WERE WITHIN, TRUSTING TO THE STRENGTH OF THE PLACE, BLASPHEMED EXCEEDINGLY, AND UTTERED WICKED WORDS. {10:35} NEVERTHELESS UPON THE FIFTH DAY EARLY TWENTY YOUNG MEN OF MACCABEUS’ COMPANY, INFLAMED WITH ANGER BECAUSE OF THE BLASPHEMIES, ASSAULTED THE WALL MANLY, AND WITH A FIERCE COURAGE KILLED ALL THAT THEY MET WITHAL. {10:36} OTHERS LIKEWISE ASCENDING AFTER THEM, WHILES THEY WERE BUSIED WITH THEM THAT WERE WITHIN, BURNT THE TOWERS, AND KINDLING FIRES BURNT THE BLASPHEMERS ALIVE; AND OTHERS BROKE OPEN THE GATES, AND, HAVING RECEIVED IN THE REST OF THE ARMY, TOOK THE CITY, {10:37} AND KILLED TIMOTHEUS, THAT WAS HID IN A CERTAIN PIT, AND CHEREAS HIS BROTHER, WITH APOLLOPHANES. {10:38} WHEN THIS WAS DONE, THEY PRAISED THE LORD WITH PSALMS AND THANKSGIVING, WHO HAD DONE SO GREAT THINGS FOR ISRAEL, AND GIVEN THEM THE VICTORY. 
{11:1} NOT LONG AFTER THE, LYSIAS THE KING’S PROTECTOR AND COUSIN, WHO ALSO MANAGED THE AFFAIRS, TOOK SORE DISPLEASURE FOR THE THINGS THAT WERE DONE. {11:2} AND WHEN HE HAD GATHERED ABOUT FOURSCORE THOUSAND WITH ALL THE HORSEMEN, HE CAME AGAINST THE JEWS, THINKING TO MAKE THE CITY AN HABITATION OF THE GENTILES, {11:3} AND TO MAKE A GAIN OF THE TEMPLE, AS OF THE OTHER CHAPELS OF THE HEATHEN, AND TO SET THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD TO SALE EVERY YEAR: {11:4} NOT AT ALL CONSIDERING THE POWER OF GOD BUT PUFFED UP WITH HIS TEN THOUSANDS OF FOOTMEN, AND HIS THOUSANDS OF HORSEMEN, AND HIS FOURSCORE ELEPHANTS. {11:5} SO HE CAME TO JUDEA, AND DREW NEAR TO BETHSURA, WHICH WAS A STRONG TOWN, BUT DISTANT FROM JERUSALEM ABOUT FIVE FURLONGS, AND HE LAID SORE SIEGE UNTO IT. {11:6} NOW WHEN THEY THAT WERE WITH MACCABEUS HEARD THAT HE BESIEGED THE HOLDS, THEY AND ALL THE PEOPLE WITH LAMENTATION AND TEARS BESOUGHT THE LORD THAT HE WOULD SEND A GOOD ANGEL TO DELIVER ISRAEL. {11:7} THEN MACCABEUS HIMSELF FIRST OF ALL TOOK WEAPONS, EXHORTING THE OTHER THAT THEY WOULD JEOPARD THEMSELVES TOGETHER WITH HIM TO HELP THEIR BRETHREN: SO, THEY WENT FORTH TOGETHER WITH A WILLING MIND. {11:8} AND AS THEY WERE AT JERUSALEM, THERE APPEARED BEFORE THEM ON HORSEBACK ONE IN WHITE CLOTHING, SHAKING HIS ARMOUR OF GOLD. {11:9} THEN THEY PRAISED THE MERCIFUL GOD ALL TOGETHER, AND TOOK HEART, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE READY NOT ONLY TO FIGHT WITH MEN, BUT WITH MOST CRUEL BEASTS, AND TO PIERCE THROUGH WALLS OF IRON. {11:10} THUS THEY MARCHED FORWARD IN THEIR ARMOUR, HAVING A HELPER FROM HEAVEN: FOR THE LORD WAS MERCIFUL UNTO THEM {11:11} AND GIVING A CHARGE UPON THEIR ENEMIES LIKE LIONS, THEY SLEW ELEVEN THOUSAND FOOTMEN, AND SIXTEEN HUNDRED HORSEMEN, AND PUT ALL THE OTHER TO FLIGHT. {11:12} MANY OF THEM ALSO BEING WOUNDED ESCAPED NAKED; AND LYSIAS HIMSELF FLED AWAY SHAMEFULLY, AND SO ESCAPED. {11:13} WHO, AS HE WAS A MAN OF UNDERSTANDING, CASTING WITH HIMSELF WHAT LOSS HE HAD HAD, AND CONSIDERING THAT THE HEBREWS COULD NOT BE OVERCOME, BECAUSE THE ALMIGHTY GOD HELPED THEM, HE SENT UNTO THEM, {11:14} AND PERSUADED THEM TO AGREE TO ALL REASONABLE CONDITIONS, AND PROMISED THAT HE WOULD PERSUADE THE KING THAT HE MUST NEEDS BE A FRIEND UNTO THEM. {11:15} THEN MACCABEUS CONSENTED TO ALL THAT LYSIAS DESIRED, BEING CAREFUL OF THE COMMON GOOD; AND WHATSOEVER MACCABEUS WROTE UNTO LYSIAS CONCERNING THE JEWS, THE KING GRANTED IT. {11:16} FOR THERE WERE LETTERS WRITTEN UNTO THE JEWS FROM LYSIAS TO THIS EFFECT: LYSIAS UNTO THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS SENDETH GREETING: {11:17} JOHN AND ABSOLOM, WHO WERE SENT FROM YOU, DELIVERED ME THE PETITION SUBSCRIBED, AND MADE REQUEST FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF THE CONTENTS THEREOF. {11:18} THEREFORE WHAT THINGS SOEVER WERE MEET TO BE REPORTED TO THE KING, I HAVE DECLARED THEM, AND HE HATH GRANTED AS MUCH AS MIGHT BE. {11:19} AND IF THEN YE WILL KEEP YOURSELVES LOYAL TO THE STATE, HEREAFTER ALSO WILL I ENDEAVOUR TO BE A MEANS OF YOUR GOOD. {11:20} BUT OF THE PARTICULARS I HAVE GIVEN ORDER BOTH TO THESE AND THE OTHER THAT CAME FROM ME, TO COMMUNE WITH YOU. {11:21} FARE YE WELL. THE HUNDRED AND EIGHT AND FORTIETH YEAR, THE FOUR AND TWENTIETH DAY OF THE MONTH DIOSCORINTHIUS. {11:22} NOW THE KING’S LETTER CONTAINED THESE WORDS: KING ANTIOCHUS UNTO HIS BROTHER LYSIAS SENDETH GREETING: {11:23} SINCE OUR FATHER IS TRANSLATED UNTO THE GODS, OUR WILL IS, THAT THEY THAT ARE IN OUR REALM LIVE QUIETLY, THAT EVERY ONE MAY ATTEND UPON HIS OWN AFFAIRS. {11:24} WE UNDERSTAND ALSO THAT THE JEWS WOULD NOT CONSENT TO OUR FATHER, FOR TO BE BROUGHT UNTO THE CUSTOM OF THE GENTILES, BUT HAD RATHER KEEP THEIR OWN MANNER OF LIVING: FOR THE WHICH CAUSE THEY REQUIRE OF US, THAT WE SHOULD SUFFER THEM TO LIVE AFTER THEIR OWN LAWS. {11:25} WHEREFORE OUR MIND IS, THAT THIS NATION SHALL BE IN REST, AND WE HAVE DETERMINED TO RESTORE THEM THEIR TEMPLE, THAT THEY MAY LIVE ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOMS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS. {11:26} THOU SHALT DO WELL THEREFORE TO SEND UNTO THEM, AND GRANT THEM PEACE, THAT WHEN THEY ARE CERTIFIED OF OUR MIND, THEY MAY BE OF GOOD COMFORT, AND EVER GO CHEERFULLY ABOUT THEIR OWN AFFAIRS. {11:27} AND THE LETTER OF THE KING UNTO THE NATION OF THE JEWS WAS AFTER THIS MANNER: KING ANTIOCHUS SENDETH GREETING UNTO THE COUNCIL, AND THE REST OF THE JEWS: {11:28} IF YE FARE WELL, WE HAVE OUR DESIRE; WE ARE ALSO IN GOOD HEALTH. {11:29} MENELAUS DECLARED UNTO US, THAT YOUR DESIRE WAS TO RETURN HOME, AND TO FOLLOW YOUR OWN BUSINESS: {11:30} WHEREFORE THEY THAT WILL DEPART SHALL HAVE SAFE CONDUCT TILL THE THIRTIETH DAY OF XANTHICUS WITH SECURITY. {11:31} AND THE JEWS SHALL USE THEIR OWN KIND OF MEATS AND LAWS, AS BEFORE; AND NONE OF THEM ANY MANNER OF WAYS SHALL BE MOLESTED FOR THINGS IGNORANTLY DONE. {11:32} I HAVE SENT ALSO MENELAUS, THAT HE MAY COMFORT YOU. {11:33} FARE YE WELL. IN THE HUNDRED FORTY AND EIGHTH YEAR, AND THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH XANTHICUS. {11:34} THE ROMANS ALSO SENT UNTO THEM A LETTER CONTAINING THESE WORDS: QUINTUS MEMMIUS AND TITUS MANLIUS, AMBASSADORS OF THE ROMANS, SEND GREETING UNTO THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS. {11:35} WHATSOEVER LYSIAS THE KING’S COUSIN HATH GRANTED, THEREWITH WE ALSO ARE WELL PLEASED. {11:36} BUT TOUCHING SUCH THINGS AS HE JUDGED TO BE REFERRED TO THE KING, AFTER YE HAVE ADVISED THEREOF, SEND ONE FORTHWITH, THAT WE MAY DECLARE AS IT IS CONVENIENT FOR YOU: FOR WE ARE NOW GOING TO ANTIOCH. {11:37} THEREFORE SEND SOME WITH SPEED, THAT WE MAY KNOW WHAT IS YOUR MIND. {11:38} FAREWELL. THIS HUNDRED AND EIGHT AND FORTIETH YEAR, THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH XANTHICUS. 
{12:1} WHEN THESE COVENANTS WERE MADE, LYSIAS WENT UNTO THE KING, AND THE JEWS WERE ABOUT THEIR HUSBANDRY. {12:2} BUT OF THE GOVERNOURS OF SEVERAL PLACES, TIMOTHEUS, AND APOLLONIUS THE SON OF GENNEUS, ALSO HIERONYMUS, AND DEMOPHON, AND BESIDE THEM NICANOR THE GOVERNOR OF CYPRUS, WOULD NOT SUFFER THEM TO BE QUIET AND LIVE IN PEACE. {12:3} THE MEN OF JOPPA ALSO DID SUCH AN UNGODLY DEED: THEY PRAYED THE JEWS THAT DWELT AMONG THEM TO GO WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN INTO THE BOATS WHICH THEY HAD PREPARED, AS THOUGH THEY HAD MEANT THEM NO HURT. {12:4} WHO ACCEPTED OF IT ACCORDING TO THE COMMON DECREE OF THE CITY, AS BEING DESIROUS TO LIVE IN PEACE, AND SUSPECTING NOTHING: BUT WHEN THEY WERE GONE FORTH INTO THE DEEP, THEY DROWNED NO LESS THAN TWO HUNDRED OF THEM. {12:5} WHEN JUDAS HEARD OF THIS CRUELTY DONE UNTO HIS COUNTRYMEN, HE COMMANDED THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM TO MAKE THEM READY. {12:6} AND CALLING UPON GOD THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE, HE CAME AGAINST THOSE MURDERERS OF HIS BRETHREN, AND BURNT THE HAVEN BY NIGHT, AND SET THE BOATS ON FIRE, AND THOSE THAT FLED THITHER HE SLEW. {12:7} AND WHEN THE TOWN WAS SHUT UP, HE WENT BACKWARD, AS IF HE WOULD RETURN TO ROOT OUT ALL THEM OF THE CITY OF JOPPA. {12:8} BUT WHEN HE HEARD THAT THE JAMNITES WERE MINDED TO DO IN LIKE MANNER UNTO THE JEWS THAT DWELT AMONG THEM, {12:9} HE CAME UPON THE JAMNITES ALSO BY NIGHT, AND SET FIRE ON THE HAVEN AND THE NAVY, SO THAT THE LIGHT OF THE FIRE WAS SEEN AT JERUSALEM TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY FURLONGS OFF. {12:10} NOW WHEN THEY WERE GONE FROM THENCE NINE FURLONGS IN THEIR JOURNEY TOWARD TIMOTHEUS, NO FEWER THAN FIVE THOUSAND MEN ON FOOT AND FIVE HUNDRED HORSEMEN OF THE ARABIANS SET UPON HIM. {12:11} WHEREUPON THERE WAS A VERY SORE BATTLE; BUT JUDAS’ SIDE BY THE HELP OF GOD GOT THE VICTORY; SO THAT THE NOMADES OF ARABIA, BEING OVERCOME, BESOUGHT JUDAS FOR PEACE, PROMISING BOTH TO GIVE HIM CATTLE, AND TO PLEASURE HIM OTHERWISE. {12:12} THEN JUDAS, THINKING INDEED THAT THEY WOULD BE PROFITABLE IN MANY THINGS, GRANTED THEM PEACE: WHEREUPON THEY SHOOK HANDS, AND SO THEY DEPARTED TO THEIR TENTS. {12:13} HE WENT ALSO ABOUT TO MAKE A BRIDGE TO A CERTAIN STRONG CITY, WHICH WAS FENCED ABOUT WITH WALLS, AND INHABITED BY PEOPLE OF DIVER’S COUNTRIES; AND THE NAME OF IT WAS CASPIS. {12:14} BUT THEY THAT WERE WITHIN IT PUT SUCH TRUST IN THE STRENGTH OF THE WALLS AND PROVISION OF VICTUALS, THAT THEY BEHAVED THEMSELVES RUDELY TOWARD THEM THAT WERE WITH JUDAS, RAILING AND BLASPHEMING, AND UTTERING SUCH WORDS AS WERE NOT TO BE SPOKEN. {12:15} WHEREFORE JUDAS WITH HIS COMPANY, CALLING UPON THE GREAT LORD OF THE WORLD, WHO WITHOUT RAMS OR ENGINES OF WAR DID CAST DOWN JERICHO IN THE TIME OF JOSHUA, GAVE A FIERCE ASSAULT AGAINST THE WALLS, {12:16} AND TOOK THE CITY BY THE WILL OF GOD, AND MADE UNSPEAKABLE SLAUGHTERS, INSOMUCH THAT A LAKE TWO FURLONGS BROAD NEAR ADJOINING THEREUNTO, BEING FILLED FULL, WAS SEEN RUNNING WITH BLOOD. {12:17} THEN DEPARTED THEY FROM THENCE SEVEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY FURLONGS, AND CAME TO CHARACA UNTO THE JEWS THAT ARE CALLED TUBIENI. {12:18} BUT AS FOR TIMOTHEUS, THEY FOUND HIM NOT IN THE PLACES: FOR BEFORE HE HAD DISPATCHED ANY THING, HE DEPARTED FROM THENCE, HAVING LEFT A VERY STRONG GARRISON IN A CERTAIN HOLD. {12:19} HOWBEIT DOSITHEUS AND SOSIPATER, WHO WERE OF MACCABEUS’ CAPTAINS, WENT FORTH, AND SLEW THOSE THAT TIMOTHEUS HAD LEFT IN THE FORTRESS, ABOVE TEN THOUSAND MEN. {12:20} AND MACCABEUS RANGED HIS ARMY BY BANDS, AND SET THEM OVER THE BANDS, AND WENT AGAINST TIMOTHEUS, WHO HAD ABOUT HIM A HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND MEN OF FOOT, AND TWO THOUSAND AND FIVE HUNDRED HORSEMEN. {12:21} NOW WHEN TIMOTHEUS HAD KNOWLEDGE OF JUDAS’ COMING, HE SENT THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN AND THE OTHER BAGGAGE UNTO A FORTRESS CALLED CARNION: FOR THE TOWN WAS HARD TO BESIEGE, AND UNEASY TO COME UNTO, BY REASON OF THE STRAITNESS OF ALL THE PLACES. {12:22} BUT WHEN JUDAS HIS FIRST BAND CAME IN SIGHT, THE ENEMIES, BEING SMITTEN WITH FEAR AND TERROR THROUGH THE APPEARING OF HIM WHO SEETH ALL THINGS, FLED AMAIN, ONE RUNNING INTO THIS WAY, ANOTHER THAT WAY, SO AS THAT THEY WERE OFTEN HURT OF THEIR OWN MEN, AND WOUNDED WITH THE POINTS OF THEIR OWN SWORDS. {12:23} JUDAS ALSO WAS VERY EARNEST IN PURSUING THEM, KILLING THOSE WICKED WRETCHES, OF WHOM HE SLEW ABOUT THIRTY THOUSAND MEN. {12:24} MOREOVER TIMOTHEUS HIMSELF FELL INTO THE HANDS OF DOSITHEUS AND SOSIPATER, WHOM HE BESOUGHT WITH MUCH CRAFT TO LET HIM GO WITH HIS LIFE, BECAUSE HE HAD MANY OF THE JEWS’ PARENTS, AND THE BRETHREN OF SOME OF THEM, WHO, IF THEY PUT HIM TO DEATH, SHOULD NOT BE REGARDED. {12:25} SO WHEN HE HAD ASSURED THEM WITH MANY WORDS THAT HE WOULD RESTORE THEM WITHOUT HURT, ACCORDING TO THE AGREEMENT, THEY LET HIM GO FOR THE SAVING OF THEIR BRETHREN. {12:26} THEN MACCABEUS MARCHED FORTH TO CARNION, AND TO THE TEMPLE OF ATARGATIS, AND THERE HE SLEW FIVE AND TWENTY THOUSAND PERSONS. {12:27} AND AFTER HE HAD PUT TO FLIGHT AND DESTROYED THEM, JUDAS REMOVED THE HOST TOWARD EPHRON, A STRONG CITY, WHEREIN LYSIAS ABODE, AND A GREAT MULTITUDE OF DIVER’S NATIONS, AND THE STRONG YOUNG MEN KEPT THE WALLS, AND DEFENDED THEM MIGHTILY: WHEREIN ALSO WAS GREAT PROVISION OF ENGINES AND DARTS. {12:28} BUT WHEN JUDAS AND HIS COMPANY HAD CALLED UPON ALMIGHTY GOD, WHO WITH HIS POWER BREAKETH THE STRENGTH OF HIS ENEMIES, THEY WON THE CITY, AND SLEW TWENTY AND FIVE THOUSAND OF THEM THAT WERE WITHIN, {12:29} FROM THENCE THEY DEPARTED TO SCYTHOPOLIS, WHICH LIETH SIX HUNDRED FURLONGS FROM JERUSALEM, {12:30} BUT WHEN THE JEWS THAT DWELT THERE HAD TESTIFIED THAT THE SCYTHOPOLITANS DEALT LOVINGLY WITH THEM, AND ENTREATED THEM KINDLY IN THE TIME OF THEIR ADVERSITY; {12:31} THEY GAVE THEM THANKS, DESIRING THEM TO BE FRIENDLY STILL UNTO THEM: AND SO THEY CAME TO JERUSALEM, THE FEAST OF THE WEEKS APPROACHING. {12:32} AND AFTER THE FEAST, CALLED PENTECOST, THEY WENT FORTH AGAINST GORGIAS THE GOVERNOR OF IDUMEA, {12:33} WHO CAME OUT WITH THREE THOUSAND MEN OF FOOT AND FOUR HUNDRED HORSEMEN. {12:34} AND IT HAPPENED THAT IN THEIR FIGHTING TOGETHER A FEW OF THE JEWS WERE SLAIN. {12:35} AT WHICH TIME DOSITHEUS, ONE OF BACENOR’S COMPANY, WHO WAS ON HORSEBACK, AND A STRONG MAN, WAS STILL UPON GORGIAS, AND TAKING HOLD OF HIS COAT DREW HIM BY FORCE; AND WHEN HE WOULD HAVE TAKEN THAT CURSED MAN ALIVE, A HORSEMAN OF THRACIA COMING UPON HIM SMOTE OFF HIS SHOULDER, SO THAT GORGIAS FLED UNTO MARISA. {12:36} NOW WHEN THEY THAT WERE WITH GORGIAS HAD FOUGHT LONG, AND WERE WEARY, JUDAS CALLED UPON THE LORD, THAT HE WOULD SHEW HIMSELF TO BE THEIR HELPER AND LEADER OF THE BATTLE. {12:37} AND WITH THAT HE BEGAN IN HIS OWN LANGUAGE, AND SUNG PSALMS WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND RUSHING UNAWARES UPON GORGIAS’ MEN, HE PUT THEM TO FLIGHT. {12:38} SO JUDAS GATHERED HIS HOST, AND CAME INTO THE CITY OF ODOLLAM, AND WHEN THE SEVENTH DAY CAME, THEY PURIFIED THEMSELVES, AS THE CUSTOM WAS, AND KEPT THE SABBATH IN THE SAME PLACE. {12:39} AND UPON THE DAY FOLLOWING, AS THE USE HAD BEEN, JUDAS AND HIS COMPANY CAME TO TAKE UP THE BODIES OF THEM THAT WERE SLAIN, AND TO BURY THEM WITH THEIR KINSMEN IN THEIR FATHERS’ GRAVES. {12:40} NOW UNDER THE COATS OF EVERY ONE THAT WAS SLAIN THEY FOUND THINGS CONSECRATED TO THE IDOLS OF THE JAMNITES, WHICH IS FORBIDDEN THE JEWS BY THE LAW. THEN EVERY MAN SAW THAT THIS WAS THE CAUSE WHEREFORE THEY WERE SLAIN. {12:41} ALL MEN THEREFORE PRAISING THE LORD, THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE, WHO HAD OPENED THE THINGS THAT WERE HID, {12:42} BETOOK THEMSELVES UNTO PRAYER, AND BESOUGHT HIM THAT THE SIN COMMITTED MIGHT WHOLLY BE PUT OUT OF REMEMBRANCE. BESIDES, THAT NOBLE JUDAS EXHORTED THE PEOPLE TO KEEP THEMSELVES FROM SIN, FORSOMUCH AS THEY SAW BEFORE THEIR EYES THE THINGS THAT CAME TO PASS FOR THE SINS OF THOSE THAT WERE SLAIN. {12:43} AND WHEN HE HAD MADE A GATHERING THROUGHOUT THE COMPANY TO THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND DRACHMS OF SILVER, HE SENT IT TO JERUSALEM TO OFFER A SIN OFFERING, DOING THEREIN VERY WELL AND HONESTLY, IN THAT HE WAS MINDFUL OF THE RESURRECTION: {12:44} FOR IF HE HAD NOT HOPED THAT THEY THAT WERE SLAIN SHOULD HAVE RISEN AGAIN, IT HAD BEEN SUPERFLUOUS AND VAIN TO PRAY FOR THE DEAD. {12:45} AND ALSO IN THAT HE PERCEIVED THAT THERE WAS GREAT FAVOUR LAID UP FOR THOSE THAT DIED GODLY, IT WAS A HOLY AND GOOD THOUGHT. WHEREUPON HE MADE A RECONCILIATION FOR THE DEAD, THAT THEY MIGHT BE DELIVERED FROM SIN. 
{13:1} IN THE HUNDRED FORTY AND NINTH YEAR IT WAS TOLD JUDAS, THAT ANTIOCHUS EUPATOR WAS COMING WITH A GREAT POWER INTO JUDEA, {13:2} AND WITH HIM LYSIAS HIS PROTECTOR, AND RULER OF HIS AFFAIRS, HAVING EITHER OF THEM A GRECIAN POWER OF FOOTMEN, A HUNDRED AND TEN THOUSAND, AND HORSEMEN FIVE THOUSAND AND THREE HUNDRED, AND ELEPHANTS TWO AND TWENTY, AND THREE HUNDRED CHARIOTS ARMED WITH HOOKS. {13:3} MENELAUS ALSO JOINED HIMSELF WITH THEM, AND WITH GREAT DISSIMULATION ENCOURAGED ANTIOCHUS, NOT FOR THE SAFEGUARD OF THE COUNTRY, BUT BECAUSE HE THOUGHT TO HAVE BEEN MADE GOVERNOR. {13:4} BUT THE KING OF KINGS MOVED ANTIOCHUS’ MIND AGAINST THIS WICKED WRETCH, AND LYSIAS INFORMED THE KING THAT THIS MAN WAS THE CAUSE OF ALL MISCHIEF, SO THAT THE KING COMMANDED TO BRING HIM UNTO BEREA, AND TO PUT HIM TO DEATH, AS THE MANNER IS IN THAT PLACE. {13:5} NOW THERE WAS IN THAT PLACE A TOWER OF FIFTY CUBITS HIGH, FULL OF ASHES, AND IT HAD A ROUND INSTRUMENT WHICH ON EVERY SIDE HANGED DOWN INTO THE ASHES. {13:6} AND WHOSOEVER WAS CONDEMNED [DAMNED] OF SACRILEGE, OR HAD COMMITTED ANY OTHER GRIEVOUS CRIME, THERE DID ALL MEN THRUST HIM UNTO DEATH. {13:7} SUCH A DEATH IT HAPPENED THAT WICKED MAN TO DIE, NOT HAVING SO MUCH AS BURIAL IN THE EARTH; AND THAT MOST JUSTLY: {13:8} FOR INASMUCH AS HE HAD COMMITTED MANY SINS ABOUT THE ALTAR, WHOSE FIRE AND ASHES WERE HOLY, HE RECEIVED HIS DEATH IN ASHES. {13:9} NOW THE KING CAME WITH A BARBAROUS AND HAUGHTY MIND TO DO FAR WORSE TO THE JEWS, THAN HAD BEEN DONE IN HIS FATHER’S TIME. {13:10} WHICH THINGS WHEN JUDAS PERCEIVED, HE COMMANDED THE MULTITUDE TO CALL UPON THE LORD NIGHT AND DAY, THAT IF EVER AT ANY OTHER TIME, HE WOULD NOW ALSO HELP THEM, BEING AT THE POINT TO BE PUT FROM THEIR LAW, FROM THEIR COUNTRY, AND FROM THE HOLY TEMPLE: {13:11} AND THAT HE WOULD NOT SUFFER THE PEOPLE, THAT HAD EVEN NOW BEEN BUT A LITTLE REFRESHED, TO BE IN SUBJECTION TO THE BLASPHEMOUS NATIONS. {13:12} SO WHEN THEY HAD ALL DONE THIS TOGETHER, AND BESOUGHT THE MERCIFUL LORD WITH WEEPING AND FASTING, AND LYING FLAT UPON THE GROUND THREE DAYS LONG, JUDAS, HAVING EXHORTED THEM, COMMANDED THEY SHOULD BE IN A READINESS. {13:13} AND JUDAS, BEING APART WITH THE ELDERS, DETERMINED, BEFORE THE KING’S HOST SHOULD ENTER INTO JUDEA, AND GET THE CITY, TO GO FORTH AND TRY THE MATTER IN FIGHT BY THE HELP OF THE LORD. {13:14} SO WHEN HE HAD COMMITTED ALL TO THE, [TRUE] CREATOR [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE WORLD, AND EXHORTED HIS SOLDIERS TO FIGHT MANFULLY, EVEN UNTO DEATH, FOR THE LAWS, THE TEMPLE, THE CITY, THE COUNTRY, AND THE COMMONWEALTH, HE CAMPED BY MODIN: {13:15} AND HAVING GIVEN THE WATCHWORD TO THEM THAT WERE ABOUT HIM, VICTORY IS OF GOD; WITH THE MOST VALIANT AND CHOICE YOUNG MEN HE WENT IN INTO THE KING’S TENT BY NIGHT, AND SLEW IN THE CAMP ABOUT FOUR THOUSAND MEN, AND THE CHIEFEST OF THE ELEPHANTS, WITH ALL THAT WERE UPON HIM. {13:16} AND AT LAST THEY FILLED THE CAMP WITH FEAR AND TUMULT, AND DEPARTED WITH GOOD SUCCESS. {13:17} THIS WAS DONE IN THE BREAK OF THE DAY, BECAUSE THE PROTECTION OF THE LORD DID HELP HIM. {13:18} NOW WHEN THE KING HAD TAKEN A TASTE OF THE MANLINESS OF THE JEWS, HE WENT ABOUT TO TAKE THE HOLDS BY POLICY, {13:19} AND MARCHED TOWARD BETHSURA, WHICH WAS A STRONG HOLD OF THE JEWS: BUT HE WAS PUT TO FLIGHT, FAILED, AND LOST OF HIS MEN: {13:20} FOR JUDAS HAD CONVEYED UNTO THEM THAT WERE IN IT SUCH THINGS AS WERE NECESSARY. {13:21} BUT RHODOCUS, WHO WAS IN THE JEWS’ HOST, DISCLOSED THE SECRETS TO THE ENEMIES; THEREFORE, HE WAS SOUGHT OUT, AND WHEN THEY HAD GOTTEN HIM, THEY PUT HIM IN PRISON. {13:22} THE KING TREATED WITH THEM IN BETHSUM THE SECOND TIME, GAVE HIS HAND, TOOK THEIR’S, DEPARTED, FOUGHT WITH JUDAS, WAS OVERCOME; {13:23} HEARD THAT PHILIP, WHO WAS LEFT OVER THE AFFAIRS IN ANTIOCH, WAS DESPERATELY BENT, CONFOUNDED, INTREATED THE JEWS, SUBMITTED HIMSELF, AND SWARE TO ALL EQUAL CONDITIONS, AGREED WITH THEM, AND OFFERED SACRIFICE, HONOURED THE TEMPLE, AND DEALT KINDLY WITH THE PLACE, {13:24} AND ACCEPTED WELL OF MACCABEUS, MADE HIM PRINCIPAL GOVERNOR FROM PTOLEMAIS UNTO THE GERRHENIANS; {13:25} CAME TO PTOLEMAIS: THE PEOPLE THERE WERE GRIEVED FOR THE COVENANTS; FOR THEY STORMED, BECAUSE THEY WOULD MAKE THEIR COVENANTS VOID: {13:26} LYSIAS WENT UP TO THE JUDGMENT SEAT, SAID AS MUCH AS COULD BE IN DEFENCE OF THE CAUSE, PERSUADED, PACIFIED, MADE THEM WELL AFFECTED, RETURNED TO ANTIOCH. THUS, IT WENT TOUCHING THE KING’S COMING AND DEPARTING. 
{14:1} AFTER THREE YEARS WAS JUDAS INFORMED, THAT DEMETRIUS THE SON OF SELEUCUS, HAVING ENTERED BY THE HAVEN OF TRIPOLIS WITH A GREAT POWER AND NAVY, {14:2} HAD TAKEN THE COUNTRY, AND KILLED ANTIOCHUS, AND LYSIAS HIS PROTECTOR. {14:3} NOW ONE ALCIMUS, WHO HAD BEEN HIGH PRIEST, AND HAD DEFILED HIMSELF WILFULLY IN THE TIMES OF THEIR MINGLING WITH THE GENTILES, SEEING THAT BY NO MEANS HE COULD SAVE HIMSELF, NOR HAVE ANY MORE ACCESS TO THE HOLY ALTAR, {14:4} CAME TO KING DEMETRIUS IN THE HUNDRED AND ONE AND FIFTIETH YEAR, PRESENTING UNTO HIM A CROWN OF GOLD, AND A PALM, AND ALSO OF THE BOUGHS WHICH WERE USED SOLEMNLY IN THE TEMPLE: AND SO THAT DAY HE HELD HIS PEACE. {14:5} HOWBEIT HAVING GOTTEN OPPORTUNITY TO FURTHER HIS FOOLISH ENTERPRIZE, AND BEING CALLED INTO COUNSEL BY DEMETRIUS, AND ASKED HOW THE JEWS STOOD AFFECTED, AND WHAT THEY INTENDED, HE ANSWERED THEREUNTO: {14:6} THOSE OF THE JEWS THAT HE CALLED ASSIDEANS, WHOSE CAPTAIN IS JUDAS MACCABEUS, NOURISH WAR AND ARE SEDITIOUS, AND WILL NOT LET THE REST BE IN PEACE. {14:7} THEREFORE I, BEING DEPRIVED OF MINE ANCESTORS’ HONOUR, I MEAN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AM NOW COME HITHER: {14:8} FIRST, VERILY FOR THE UNFEIGNED CARE I HAVE OF THINGS PERTAINING TO THE KING; AND SECONDLY, EVEN FOR THAT I INTEND THE GOOD OF MINE OWN COUNTRYMEN: FOR ALL OUR NATION IS IN NO SMALL MISERY THROUGH THE UNADVISED DEALING OF THEM AFORERSAID. {14:9} WHEREFORE, O KING, SEEING KNOWEST ALL THESE THINGS, BE CAREFUL FOR THE COUNTRY, AND OUR NATION, WHICH IS PRESSED ON EVERY SIDE, ACCORDING TO THE CLEMENCY THAT THOU READILY SHEWEST UNTO ALL. {14:10} FOR AS LONG AS JUDAS LIVETH, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE THAT THE STATE SHOULD BE QUIET. {14:11} THIS WAS NO SOONER SPOKEN OF HIM, BUT OTHERS OF THE KING’S FRIENDS, BEING MALICIOUSLY SET AGAINST JUDAS, DID MORE INCENSE DEMETRIUS. {14:12} AND FORTHWITH CALLING NICANOR, WHO HAD BEEN MASTER OF THE ELEPHANTS, AND MAKING HIM GOVERNOR OVER JUDEA, HE SENT HIM FORTH, {14:13} COMMANDING HIM TO SLAY JUDAS, AND TO SCATTER THEM THAT WERE WITH HIM, AND TO MAKE ALCIMUS HIGH PRIEST OF THE GREAT TEMPLE. {14:14} THEN THE HEATHEN, THAT HAD FLED OUT OF JUDEA FROM JUDAS, CAME TO NICANOR BY FLOCKS, THINKING THE HARM AND CALAMITIES OT THE JEWS TO BE THEIR WELFARE. {14:15} NOW WHEN THE JEWS HEARD OF NICANOR’S COMING, AND THAT THE HEATHEN WERE UP AGAINST THEM, THEY CAST EARTH UPON THEIR HEADS, AND MADE SUPPLICATION TO HIM THAT HAD ESTABLISHED HIS PEOPLE FOR EVER, AND WHO ALWAYS HELPETH HIS PORTION WITH MANIFESTATION OF HIS PRESENCE. {14:16} SO AT THE COMMANDMENT OF THE CAPTAIN THEY REMOVED STRAIGHTWAYS FROM THENCE, AND CAME NEAR UNTO THEM AT THE TOWN OF DESSAU. {14:17} NOW SIMON, JUDAS’ BROTHER, HAD JOINED BATTLE WITH NICANOR, BUT WAS SOMEWHAT DISCOMFITED THROUGH THE SUDDEN SILENCE OF HIS ENEMIES. {14:18} NEVERTHELESS NICANOR, HEARING OF THE MANLINESS OF THEM THAT WERE WITH JUDAS, AND THE COURAGEOUSNESS THAT THEY HAD TO FIGHT FOR THEIR COUNTRY, DURST NOT TRY THE MATTER BY THE SWORD. {14:19} WHEREFORE HE SENT POSIDONIUS, AND THEODOTUS, AND MATTATHIAS, TO MAKE PEACE. {14:20} SO WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN LONG ADVISEMENT THEREUPON, AND THE CAPTAIN HAD MADE THE MULTITUDE ACQUAINTED THEREWITH, AND IT APPEARED THAT THEY WERE ALL OF ONE MIND, THEY CONSENTED TO THE COVENANTS, {14:21} AND APPOINTED A DAY TO MEET IN TOGETHER BY THEMSELVES: AND WHEN THE DAY CAME, AND STOOLS WERE SET FOR EITHER OF THEM, {14:22} LUDAS PLACED ARMED MEN READY IN CONVENIENT PLACES, LEST SOME TREACHERY SHOULD BE SUDDENLY PRACTISED BY THE ENEMIES: SO, THEY MADE A PEACEABLE CONFERENCE. {14:23} NOW NICANOR ABODE IN JERUSALEM, AND DID NO HURT, BUT SENT AWAY THE PEOPLE THAT CAME FLOCKING UNTO HIM. {14:24} AND HE WOULD NOT WILLINGLY HAVE JUDAS OUT OF HIS SIGHT: FOR HE, LOVE THE MAN FROM HIS HEART {14:25} HE PRAYED HIM ALSO TO TAKE A WIFE, AND TO BEGET CHILDREN: SO, HE MARRIED, WAS QUIET, AND TOOK PART OF THIS LIFE. {14:26} BUT ALCIMUS, PERCEIVING THE LOVE THAT WAS BETWIXT THEM, AND CONSIDERING THE COVENANTS THAT WERE MADE, CAME TO DEMETRIUS, AND TOLD HIM THAT NICANOR WAS NOT WELL AFFECTED TOWARD THE STATE; FOR THAT HE HAD ORDAINED JUDAS, A TRAITOR TO HIS REALM, TO BE THE KING’S SUCCESSOR. {14:27} THEN THE KING BEING IN A RAGE, AND PROVOKED WITH THE ACCUSATIONS OF THE MOST WICKED MAN, WROTE TO NICANOR, SIGNIFYING THAT HE WAS MUCH DISPLEASED WITH THE COVENANTS, AND COMMANDING HIM THAT HE SHOULD SEND MACCABEUS PRISONER IN ALL HASTE UNTO ANTIOCH. {14:28} WHEN THIS CAME TO NICANOR’S HEARING, HE WAS MUCH CONFOUNDED IN HIMSELF, AND TOOK IT GRIEVOUSLY THAT HE SHOULD MAKE VOID THE ARTICLES WHICH WERE AGREED UPON, THE MAN BEING IN NO FAULT. {14:29} BUT BECAUSE THERE WAS NO DEALING AGAINST THE KING, HE WATCHED HIS TIME TO ACCOMPLISH THIS THING BY POLICY. {14:30} NOTWITHSTANDING, WHEN MACCABEUS SAW THAT NICANOR BEGAN TO BE CHURLISH UNTO HIM, AND THAT HE ENTREATED HIM MORE ROUGHLY THAN HE WAS WONT, PERCEIVING THAT SUCH SOUR BEHAVIOUR CAME NOT OF GOOD, HE GATHERED TOGETHER NOT A FEW OF HIS MEN, AND WITHDREW HIMSELF FROM NICANOR. {14:31} BUT THE OTHER, KNOWING THAT HE WAS NOTABLY PREVENTED BY JUDAS’ POLICY, CAME INTO THE GREAT AND HOLY TEMPLE, AND COMMANDED THE PRIESTS, THAT WERE OFFERING THEIR USUAL SACRIFICES, TO DELIVER HIM THE MAN. {14:32} AND WHEN THEY SWARE THAT THEY COULD NOT TELL WHERE THE MAN WAS WHOM HE SOUGHT, {14:33} HE STRETCHED OUT HIS RIGHT HAND TOWARD THE TEMPLE, AND MADE AN OATH IN THIS MANNER: IF YE WILL NOT DELIVER ME JUDAS AS A PRISONER, I WILL LAY THIS TEMPLE OF GOD EVEN WITH THE GROUND, AND I WILL BREAK DOWN THE ALTAR, AND ERECT A NOTABLE TEMPLE UNTO BACCHUS. {14:34} AFTER THESE WORDS HE DEPARTED. THEN THE PRIESTS LIFTED UP THEIR HANDS TOWARD HEAVEN, AND BESOUGHT HIM THAT WAS EVER A DEFENDER OF THEIR NATION, SAYING IN THIS MANNER; {14:35} THOU, O LORD OF ALL THINGS, WHO HAST NEED OF NOTHING, WAST PLEASED THAT THE TEMPLE OF THINE HABITATION SHOULD BE AMONG US: {14:36} THEREFORE NOW, O HOLY LORD OF ALL HOLINESS, KEEP THIS HOUSE EVER UNDEFILED, WHICH LATELY WAS CLEANSED, AND STOP EVERY UNRIGHTEOUS MOUTH. {14:37} NOW WAS THERE ACCUSED UNTO NICANOR ONE RAZIS, ONE OF THE ELDERS OF JERUSALEM, A LOVER OF HIS COUNTRYMEN, AND A MAN OF VERY GOOD REPORT, WHO FOR HIS KINDNESS WAS CALLED A FATHER OF THE JEWS. {14:38} FOR IN THE FORMER TIMES, WHEN THEY MINGLED NOT THEMSELVES WITH THE GENTILES, HE HAD BEEN ACCUSED OF JUDAISM, AND DID BOLDLY JEOPARD HIS BODY AND LIFE WITH ALL VEHEMENCY FOR THE RELIGION OF THE JEWS. {14:39} SO NICANOR, WILLING TO DECLARE THE HATE THAT HE, BARE UNTO THE JEWS, SENT ABOVE FIVE HUNDRED MEN OF WAR TO TAKE HIM: {14:40} FOR HE THOUGHT BY TAKING HIM TO DO THE JEWS MUCH HURT. {14:41} NOW WHEN THE MULTITUDE WOULD HAVE TAKEN THE TOWER, AND VIOLENTLY BROKEN INTO THE OUTER DOOR, AND BADE THAT FIRE SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO BURN IT, HE BEING READY TO BE TAKEN ON EVERY SIDE FELL UPON HIS SWORD; {14:42} CHOOSING RATHER TO DIE MANFULLY, THAN TO COME INTO THE HANDS OF THE WICKED, TO BE ABUSED OTHERWISE THAN BESEEMED HIS NOBLE BIRTH: {14:43} BUT MISSING HIS STROKE THROUGH HASTE, THE MULTITUDE ALSO RUSHING WITHIN THE DOORS, HE RAN BOLDLY UP TO THE WALL, AND CAST HIMSELF DOWN MANFULLY AMONG THE THICKEST OF THEM. {14:44} BUT THEY QUICKLY GIVING BACK, AND A SPACE BEING MADE, HE FELL DOWN INTO THE MIDST OF THE VOID PLACE. {14:45} NEVERTHELESS, WHILE THERE WAS YET BREATH WITHIN HIM, BEING INFLAMED WITH ANGER, HE ROSE UP; AND THOUGH HIS BLOOD GUSHED OUT LIKE SPOUTS OF WATER, AND HIS WOUNDS WERE GRIEVOUS, YET HE RAN THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE THRONG; AND STANDING UPON A STEEP ROCK, {14:46} WHEN AS HIS BLOOD WAS NOW QUITE GONE, HE PLUCKED OUT HIS BOWELS, AND TAKING THEM IN BOTH HIS HANDS, HE CAST THEM UPON THE THRONG, AND CALLING UPON THE LORD OF LIFE AND SPIRIT TO RESTORE HIM THOSE AGAIN, HE THUS DIED. 
{15:1} BUT NICANOR, HEARING THAT JUDAS AND HIS COMPANY WERE IN THE STRONG PLACES ABOUT SAMARIA, RESOLVED WITHOUT ANY DANGER TO SET UPON THEM ON THE SABBATH DAY. {15:2} NEVERTHELESS THE JEWS THAT WERE COMPELLED TO GO WITH HIM SAID, O DESTROY NOT SO CRUELLY AND BARBAROUSLY, BUT GIVE HONOUR TO THAT DAY, WHICH HE, THAT SEETH ALL THINGS, HATH HONOURED WITH HOLINESS ABOVE ALL OTHER DAYS. {15:3} THEN THE MOST UNGRACIOUS WRETCH DEMANDED, IF THERE WERE A MIGHTY ONE IN HEAVEN, THAT HAD COMMANDED THE SABBATH DAY TO BE KEPT. {15:4} AND WHEN THEY SAID, THERE IS IN HEAVEN A LIVING LORD, AND MIGHTY, WHO COMMANDED THE SEVENTH DAY TO BE KEPT: {15:5} THEN SAID THE OTHER, AND I ALSO AM MIGHTY UPON EARTH, AND I COMMAND TO TAKE ARMS, AND TO DO THE KING’S BUSINESS. YET HE OBTAINED NOT TO HAVE HIS WICKED WILL DONE. {15:6} SO NICANOR IN EXCEEDING PRIDE AND HAUGHTINESS DETERMINED TO SET UP A PUBLICK MONUMENT OF HIS VICTORY OVER JUDAS AND THEM THAT WERE WITH HIM. {15:7} BUT MACCABEUS HAD EVER SURE CONFIDENCE THAT THE LORD WOULD HELP HIM: {15:8} WHEREFORE HE EXHORTED HIS PEOPLE NOT TO FEAR THE COMING OF THE HEATHEN AGAINST THEM, BUT TO REMEMBER THE HELP WHICH IN FORMER TIMES THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM HEAVEN, AND NOW TO EXPECT THE VICTORY AND AID, WHICH SHOULD COME UNTO THEM FROM THE ALMIGHTY. {15:9} AND SO COMFORTING THEM OUT OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS, AND WITHAL PUTTING THEM IN MIND OF THE BATTLES THAT THEY WON AFORE, HE MADE THEM MORE CHEERFUL. {15:10} AND WHEN HE HAD STIRRED UP THEIR MINDS, HE GAVE THEM THEIR CHARGE, SHEWING THEM THEREWITHALL THE FALSEHOOD OF THE HEATHEN, AND THE BREACH OF OATHS. {15:11} THUS HE ARMED EVERY ONE OF THEM, NOT SO MUCH WITH DEFENCE OF SHIELDS AND SPEARS, AS WITH COMFORTABLE AND GOOD WORDS: AND BESIDE THAT, HE TOLD THEM A DREAM WORTHY TO BE BELIEVED, AS IF IT HAD BEEN SO INDEED, WHICH DID NOT A LITTLE REJOICE THEM. {15:12} AND THIS WAS HIS VISION: THAT ONIAS, WHO HAD BEEN HIGH PRIEST, A VIRTUOUS AND A GOOD MAN, REVEREND IN CONVERSATION, GENTLE IN CONDITION, WELL SPOKEN ALSO, AND EXERCISED FROM A CHILD IN ALL POINTS OF VIRTUE, HOLDING UP HIS HANDS PRAYED FOR THE WHOLE BODY OF THE JEWS. {15:13} THIS DONE, IN LIKE MANNER THERE APPEARED A MAN WITH GRAY HAIRS, AND EXCEEDING GLORIOUS, WHO WAS OF A WONDERFUL AND EXCELLENT MAJESTY. {15:14} THEN ONIAS ANSWERED, SAYING, THIS IS A LOVER OF THE BRETHREN, WHO PRAYETH MUCH FOR THE PEOPLE, AND FOR THE HOLY CITY, TO WIT, JEREMIAS THE PROPHET OF GOD. {15:15} WHEREUPON JEREMIAS HOLDING FORTH HIS RIGHT HAND GAVE TO JUDAS A SWORD OF GOLD, AND IN GIVING IT SPAKE THUS, {15:16} TAKE THIS HOLY SWORD, A GIFT FROM GOD, WITH THE WHICH THOU SHALT WOUND THE ADVERSARIES. {15:17} THUS BEING WELL COMFORTED BY THE WORDS OF JUDAS, WHICH WERE VERY GOOD, AND ABLE TO STIR THEM UP TO VALOUR, AND TO ENCOURAGE THE HEARTS OF THE YOUNG MEN, THEY DETERMINED NOT TO PITCH CAMP, BUT COURAGEOUSLY TO SET UPON THEM, AND MANFULLY TO TRY THE MATTER BY CONFLICT, BECAUSE THE CITY AND THE SANCTUARY AND THE TEMPLE WERE IN DANGER. {15:18} FOR THE CARE THAT THEY TOOK FOR THEIR WIVES, AND THEIR CHILDREN, THEIR BRETHREN, AND FOLKS, WAS IN LEAST ACCOUNT WITH THEM: BUT THE GREATEST AND PRINCIPAL FEAR WAS FOR THE HOLY TEMPLE. {15:19} ALSO THEY THAT WERE IN THE CITY TOOK NOT THE LEAST CARE, BEING TROUBLED FOR THE CONFLICT ABROAD. {15:20} AND NOW, WHEN AS ALL LOOKED WHAT SHOULD BE THE TRIAL, AND THE ENEMIES WERE ALREADY COME NEAR, AND THE ARMY WAS SET IN ARRAY, AND THE BEASTS CONVENIENTLY PLACED, AND THE HORSEMEN SET IN WINGS, {15:21} MACCABEUS SEEING THE COMING OF THE MULTITUDE, AND THE DIVERS PREPARATIONS OF ARMOUR, AND THE FIERCENESS OF THE BEASTS, STRETCHED OUT HIS HANDS TOWARD HEAVEN, AND CALLED UPON THE LORD THAT WORKETH WONDERS, KNOWING THAT VICTORY COMETH NOT BY ARMS, BUT EVEN AS IT SEEMETH GOOD TO HIM, HE GIVETH IT TO SUCH AS ARE WORTHY: {15:22} THEREFORE IN HIS PRAYER HE SAID AFTER THIS MANNER; O LORD, THOU DIDST SEND THINE ANGEL IN THE TIME OF EZEKIAS KING OF JUDEA, AND DIDST SLAY IN THE HOST OF SENNACHERIB AN HUNDRED FOURSCORE AND FIVE THOUSAND: {15:23} WHEREFORE NOW ALSO, O LORD OF HEAVEN, SEND A GOOD ANGEL BEFORE US FOR A FEAR AND DREAD UNTO THEM; {15:24} AND THROUGH THE MIGHT OF THINE ARM LET THOSE BE STRICKEN WITH TERROR, THAT COME AGAINST THY HOLY PEOPLE TO BLASPHEME. AND HE ENDED THUS. {15:25} THEN NICANOR AND THEY THAT WERE WITH HIM CAME FORWARD WITH TRUMPETS AND SONGS. {15:26} BUT JUDAS AND HIS COMPANY ENCOUNTERED THE ENEMIES WITH INVOCATION AND PRAYER. {15:27} SO THAT FIGHTING WITH THEIR HANDS, AND PRAYING UNTO GOD WITH THEIR HEARTS, THEY SLEW NO LESS THAN THIRTY AND FIVE THOUSAND MEN: FOR THROUGH THE APPEARANCE OF GOD THEY WERE GREATLY CHEERED. {15:28} NOW WHEN THE BATTLE WAS DONE, RETURNING AGAIN WITH JOY, THEY KNEW THAT NICANOR LAY DEAD IN HIS HARNESS. {15:29} THEN THEY MADE A GREAT SHOUT AND A NOISE, PRAISING THE ALMIGHTY IN THEIR OWN LANGUAGE. {15:30} AND JUDAS, WHO WAS EVER THE CHIEF DEFENDER OF THE CITIZENS BOTH IN BODY AND MIND, AND WHO CONTINUED HIS LOVE TOWARD HIS COUNTRYMEN ALL HIS LIFE, COMMANDED TO STRIKE OFF NICANOR’S HEAD, AND HIS HAND WITH HIS SHOULDER, AND BRING THEM TO JERUSALEM. {15:31} SO WHEN HE WAS THERE, AND CALLED THEM OF HIS NATION TOGETHER, AND SET THE PRIESTS BEFORE THE ALTAR, HE SENT FOR THEM THAT WERE OF THE TOWER, {15:32} AND SHEWED THEM VILE NICANOR’S HEAD, AND THE HAND OF THAT BLASPHEMER, WHICH WITH PROUD BRAGS HE HAD STRETCHED OUT AGAINST THE HOLY TEMPLE OF THE ALMIGHTY. {15:33} AND WHEN HE HAD CUT OUT THE TONGUE OF THAT UNGODLY NICANOR, HE COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD GIVE IT BY PIECES UNTO THE FOWLS, AND HANG UP THE REWARD OF HIS MADNESS BEFORE THE TEMPLE. {15:34} SO EVERY MAN PRAISED TOWARD THE HEAVEN THE GLORIOUS LORD, SAYING, BLESSED BE HE THAT HATH KEPT HIS OWN PLACE UNDEFILED. {15:35} HE HANGED ALSO NICANOR’S HEAD UPON THE TOWER, AN EVIDENT AND MANIFEST SIGN UNTO ALL OF THE HELP OF THE LORD. {15:36} AND THEY ORDAINED ALL WITH A COMMON DECREE IN NO CASE TO LET THAT DAY PASS WITHOUT SOLEMNITY, BUT TO CELEBRATE THE THIRTIETH DAY OF THE TWELFTH MONTH, WHICH IN THE SYRIAN TONGUE IS CALLED ADAR, THE DAY BEFORE MARDOCHEUS’ DAY. {15:37} THUS WENT IT WITH NICANOR: AND FROM THAT TIME FORTH THE HEBREWS HAD THE CITY IN THEIR POWER. AND HERE WILL I MAKE AN END. {15:38} AND IF I HAVE DONE WELL, AND AS IS FITTING THE STORY, IT IS THAT WHICH I DESIRED: BUT IF SLENDERLY AND MEANLY, IT IS THAT WHICH I COULD ATTAIN UNTO. {15:39} FOR AS IT IS HURTFUL TO DRINK WINE OR WATER ALONE; AND AS WINE MINGLED WITH WATER IS PLEASANT, AND DELIGHTETH THE TASTE: EVEN SO SPEECH FINELY FRAMED DELIGHTETH THE EARS OF THEM THAT READ THE STORY. AND HERE SHALL BE AN END. 
THE FIRST BOOK OF ESDRAS
{1:1} AND JOSIAS HELD THE FEAST OF THE PASSOVER IN JERUSALEM UNTO HIS LORD, AND OFFERED THE PASSOVER THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH; {1:2} HAVING SET THE PRIESTS ACCORDING TO THEIR DAILY COURSES, BEING ARRAYED IN LONG GARMENTS, IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. {1:3} AND HE SPAKE UNTO THE LEVITES, THE HOLY MINISTERS OF ISRAEL, THAT THEY SHOULD HALLOW THEMSELVES UNTO THE LORD, TO SET THE HOLY ARK OF THE LORD IN THE HOUSE THAT KING SOLOMON THE SON OF DAVID HAD BUILT: {1:4} AND SAID, YE SHALL NO MORE BEAR THE ARK UPON YOUR SHOULDERS: NOW THEREFORE SERVE THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND MINISTER UNTO HIS PEOPLE ISRAEL, AND PREPARE YOU AFTER YOUR FAMILIES AND KINDREDS, {1:5} ACCORDING AS DAVID THE KING OF ISRAEL PRESCRIBED, AND ACCORDING TO THE MAGNIFICENCE OF SOLOMON HIS SON: AND STANDING IN THE TEMPLE ACCORDING TO THE SEVERAL DIGNITY OF THE FAMILIES OF YOU THE LEVITES, WHO MINISTER IN THE PRESENCE OF YOUR BRETHREN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, {1:6} OFFER THE PASSOVER IN ORDER, AND MAKE READY THE SACRIFICES FOR YOUR BRETHREN, AND KEEP THE PASSOVER ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD, WHICH WAS GIVEN UNTO MOSES. {1:7} AND UNTO THE PEOPLE THAT WAS FOUND THERE JOSIAS GAVE THIRTY THOUSAND LAMBS AND KIDS, AND THREE THOUSAND CALVES: THESE THINGS WERE GIVEN OF THE KING’S ALLOWANCE, ACCORDING AS HE PROMISED, TO THE PEOPLE, TO THE PRIESTS, AND TO THE LEVITES. {1:8} AND HELKIAS, ZACHARIAS, AND SYELUS, THE GOVERNORS OF THE TEMPLE, GAVE TO THE PRIESTS FOR THE PASSOVER TWO THOUSAND AND SIX HUNDRED SHEEP, AND THREE HUNDRED CALVES. {1:9} AND JECONIAS, AND SAMAIAS, AND NATHANAEL HIS BROTHER, AND ASSABIAS, AND OCHIEL, AND JORAM, CAPTAINS OVER THOUSANDS, GAVE TO THE LEVITES FOR THE PASSOVER FIVE THOUSAND SHEEP, AND SEVEN HUNDRED CALVES. {1:10} AND WHEN THESE THINGS WERE DONE, THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, HAVING THE UNLEAVENED BREAD, STOOD IN VERY COMELY ORDER ACCORDING TO THE KINDREDS, {1:11} AND ACCORDING TO THE SEVERAL DIGNITIES OF THE FATHERS, BEFORE THE PEOPLE, TO OFFER TO THE LORD, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF MOSES: AND THUS, DID THEY IN THE MORNING. {1:12} AND THEY ROASTED THE PASSOVER WITH FIRE, AS APPERTAINETH: AS FOR THE SACRIFICES, THEY SOD THEM IN BRASS POTS AND PANS WITH A GOOD SAVOUR, {1:13} AND SET THEM BEFORE ALL THE PEOPLE: AND AFTERWARD THEY PREPARED FOR THEMSELVES, AND FOR THE PRIESTS THEIR BRETHREN, THE SONS OF AARON. {1:14} FOR THE PRIESTS OFFERED THE FAT UNTIL NIGHT: AND THE LEVITES PREPARED FOR THEMSELVES, AND THE PRIESTS THEIR BRETHREN, THE SONS OF AARON. {1:15} THE HOLY SINGERS ALSO, THE SONS OF ASAPH, WERE IN THEIR ORDER, ACCORDING TO THE APPOINTMENT OF DAVID, TO WIT, ASAPH, ZACHARIAS, AND JEDUTHUN, WHO WAS OF THE KING’S RETINUE. {1:16} MOREOVER THE PORTERS WERE AT EVERY GATE; IT WAS NOT LAWFUL FOR ANY TO GO FROM HIS ORDINARY SERVICE: FOR THEIR BRETHREN THE LEVITES PREPARED FOR THEM. {1:17} THUS WERE THE THINGS THAT BELONGED TO THE SACRIFICES OF THE LORD ACCOMPLISHED IN THAT DAY, THAT THEY MIGHT HOLD THE PASSOVER, {1:18} AND OFFER SACRIFICES UPON THE ALTAR OF THE LORD, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF KING JOSIAS. {1:19} SO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WHICH WERE PRESENT HELD THE PASSOVER AT THAT TIME, AND THE FEAST OF SWEET BREAD SEVEN DAYS. {1:20} AND SUCH A PASSOVER WAS NOT KEPT IN ISRAEL SINCE THE TIME OF THE PROPHET SAMUEL. {1:21} YEA, ALL THE KINGS OF ISRAEL HELD NOT SUCH A PASSOVER AS JOSIAS, AND THE PRIESTS, AND THE LEVITES, AND THE JEWS, HELD WITH ALL ISRAEL THAT WERE FOUND DWELLING AT JERUSALEM. {1:22} IN THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF JOSIAS WAS THIS PASSOVER KEPT. {1:23} AND THE WORKS OR JOSIAS WERE UPRIGHT BEFORE HIS LORD WITH A HEART FULL OF GODLINESS. {1:24} AS FOR THE THINGS THAT CAME TO PASS IN HIS TIME, THEY WERE WRITTEN IN FORMER TIMES, CONCERNING THOSE THAT SINNED, AND DID WICKEDLY AGAINST THE LORD ABOVE ALL PEOPLE AND KINGDOMS, AND HOW THEY GRIEVED HIM EXCEEDINGLY, SO THAT THE WORDS OF THE LORD ROSE UP AGAINST ISRAEL. {1:25} NOW AFTER ALL THESE ACTS OF JOSIAS IT CAME TO PASS, THAT PHARAOH THE KING OF EGYPT CAME TO RAISE WAR AT CARCHAMIS UPON EUPHRATES: AND JOSIAS WENT OUT AGAINST HIM. {1:26} BUT THE KING OF EGYPT SENT TO HIM, SAYING, WHAT HAVE I TO DO WITH THEE, O KING OF JUDEA? {1:27} I AM NOT SENT OUT FROM THE LORD GOD AGAINST THEE; FOR MY WAR IS UPON EUPHRATES: AND NOW THE LORD IS WITH ME, YEA, THE LORD IS WITH ME HASTING ME FORWARD: DEPART FROM ME, AND BE NOT AGAINST THE LORD. {1:28} HOWBEIT JOSIAS DID NOT TURN BACK HIS CHARIOT FROM HIM, BUT UNDERTOOK TO FIGHT WITH HIM, NOT REGARDING THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET JEREMY SPOKEN BY THE MOUTH OF THE LORD: {1:29} BUT JOINED BATTLE WITH HIM IN THE PLAIN OF MAGIDDO, AND THE PRINCES CAME AGAINST KING JOSIAS. {1:30} THEN SAID THE KING UNTO HIS SERVANTS, CARRY ME AWAY OUT OF THE BATTLE; FOR I AM VERY WEAK. AND IMMEDIATELY HIS SERVANTS TOOK HIM AWAY OUT OF THE BATTLE. {1:31} THEN GAT HE UP UPON HIS SECOND CHARIOT; AND BEING BROUGHT BACK TO JERUSALEM DIED, AND WAS BURIED IN HIS FATHER’S SEPULCHRE. {1:32} AND IN ALL JEWRY THEY MOURNED FOR JOSIAS, YEA, JEREMY THE PROPHET LAMENTED FOR JOSIAS, AND THE CHIEF MEN WITH THE WOMEN MADE LAMENTATION FOR HIM UNTO THIS DAY: AND THIS WAS GIVEN OUT FOR AN ORDINANCE TO BE DONE CONTINUALLY IN ALL THE NATION OF ISRAEL. {1:33} THESE THINGS ARE WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE STORIES OF THE KINGS OF JUDAH, AND EVERY ONE OF THE ACTS THAT JOSIAS DID, AND HIS GLORY, AND HIS UNDERSTANDING IN THE LAW OF THE LORD, AND THE THINGS THAT HE HAD DONE BEFORE, AND THE THINGS NOW RECITED, ARE REPORTED IN THE BOOK OF THE KINGS OF ISRAEL AND JUDEA. {1:34} AND THE PEOPLE TOOK JOACHAZ THE SON OF JOSIAS, AND MADE HIM KING INSTEAD OF JOSIAS HIS FATHER, WHEN HE WAS TWENTY AND THREE YEARS OLD. {1:35} AND HE REIGNED IN JUDEA AND IN JERUSALEM THREE MONTHS: AND THEN THE KING OF EGYPT DEPOSED HIM FROM REIGNING IN JERUSALEM. {1:36} AND HE SET A TAX UPON THE LAND OF A HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER AND ONE TALENT OF GOLD. {1:37} THE KING OF EGYPT ALSO MADE KING JOACIM HIS BROTHER KING OF JUDEA AND JERUSALEM. {1:38} AND HE BOUND JOACIM AND THE NOBLES: BUT ZARACES HIS BROTHER HE APPREHENDED, AND BROUGHT HIM OUT OF EGYPT. {1:39} FIVE AND TWENTY YEARS OLD WAS JOACIM WHEN HE WAS MADE KING IN THE LAND OF JUDEA AND JERUSALEM; AND HE DID EVIL BEFORE THE LORD. {1:40} WHEREFORE AGAINST HIM NABUCHODONOSOR THE KING OF BABYLON CAME UP, AND BOUND HIM WITH A CHAIN OF BRASS, AND CARRIED HIM INTO BABYLON. {1:41} NABUCHODONOSOR ALSO TOOK OF THE HOLY VESSELS OF THE LORD, AND CARRIED THEM AWAY, AND SET THEM IN HIS OWN TEMPLE AT BABYLON. {1:42} BUT THOSE THINGS THAT ARE RECORDED OF HIM, AND OF HIS UNCLEANESS AND IMPIETY, ARE WRITTEN IN THE CHRONICLES OF THE KINGS. {1:43} AND JOACIM HIS SON REIGNED IN HIS STEAD: HE WAS MADE KING BEING EIGHTEEN YEARS OLD; {1:44} AND REIGNED BUT THREE MONTHS AND TEN DAYS IN JERUSALEM; AND DID EVIL BEFORE THE LORD. {1:45} SO AFTER A YEAR NABUCHODONOSOR SENT AND CAUSED HIM TO BE BROUGHT INTO BABYLON WITH THE HOLY VESSELS OF THE LORD; {1:46} AND MADE ZEDECHIAS KING OF JUDEA AND JERUSALEM, WHEN HE WAS ONE AND TWENTY YEARS OLD; AND HE REIGNED ELEVEN YEARS: {1:47} AND HE DID EVIL ALSO IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD, AND CARED NOT FOR THE WORDS THAT WERE SPOKEN UNTO HIM BY THE PROPHET JEREMY FROM THE MOUTH OF THE LORD. {1:48} AND AFTER THAT KING NABUCHODONOSOR HAD MADE HIM TO SWEAR BY THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD, HE FORSWORE HIMSELF, AND REBELLED; AND HARDENING HIS NECK, HIS HEART, HE TRANSGRESSED THE LAWS OF THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL. {1:49} THE GOVERNORS ALSO OF THE PEOPLE AND OF THE PRIESTS DID MANY THINGS AGAINST THE LAWS, AND PASSED ALL THE POLLUTIONS OF ALL NATIONS, AND DEFILED THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD, WHICH WAS SANCTIFIED IN JERUSALEM. {1:50} NEVERTHELESS THE GOD OF THEIR FATHERS SENT BY HIS MESSENGER TO CALL THEM BACK, BECAUSE HE SPARED THEM AND HIS TABERNACLE ALSO. {1:51} BUT THEY HAD HIS MESSENGERS IN DERISION; AND, LOOK, WHEN THE LORD SPAKE UNTO THEM, THEY MADE A SPORT OF HIS PROPHETS: {1:52} SO FAR FORTH, THAT HE, BEING WROTH WITH HIS PEOPLE FOR THEIR GREAT UNGODLINESS, COMMANDED THE KINGS OF THE CHALDEES TO COME UP AGAINST THEM; {1:53} WHO SLEW THEIR YOUNG MEN WITH THE SWORD, YEA, EVEN WITHIN THE COMPASS OF THEIR HOLY TEMPLE, AND SPARED NEITHER YOUNG MAN NOR MAID, OLD MAN NOR CHILD, AMONG THEM; FOR HE DELIVERED ALL INTO THEIR HANDS. {1:54} AND THEY TOOK ALL THE HOLY VESSELS OF THE LORD, BOTH GREAT AND SMALL, WITH THE VESSELS OF THE ARK OF GOD, AND THE KING’S TREASURES, AND CARRIED THEM AWAY INTO BABYLON. {1:55} AS FOR THE HOUSE OF THE LORD, THEY BURNT IT, AND BRAKE DOWN THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM, AND SET FIRE UPON HER TOWERS: {1:56} AND AS FOR HER GLORIOUS THINGS, THEY NEVER CEASED TILL THEY HAD CONSUMED AND BROUGHT THEM ALL TO NOUGHT: AND THE PEOPLE THAT WERE NOT SLAIN WITH THE SWORD HE CARRIED UNTO BABYLON: {1:57} WHO BECAME SERVANTS TO HIM AND HIS CHILDREN, TILL THE PERSIANS REIGNED, TO FULFIL THE WORD OF THE LORD SPOKEN BY THE MOUTH OF JEREMY: {1:58} UNTIL THE LAND HAD ENJOYED HER SABBATHS, THE WHOLE TIME OF HER DESOLATION SHALL SHE REST, UNTIL THE FULL TERM OF SEVENTY YEARS. 
{2:1} IN THE FIRST YEAR OF CYRUS KING OF THE PERSIANS, THAT THE WORD OF THE LORD MIGHT BE ACCOMPLISHED, THAT HE HAD PROMISED BY THE MOUTH OF JEREMY; {2:2} THE LORD RAISED UP THE SPIRIT OF CYRUS THE KING OF THE PERSIANS, AND HE MADE PROCLAMATION THROUGH ALL HIS KINGDOM, AND ALSO BY WRITING, {2:3} SAYING, THUS SAITH CYRUS KING OF THE PERSIANS; THE LORD OF ISRAEL, THE MOST HIGH LORD, HATH MADE ME KING OF THE WHOLE WORLD, {2:4} AND COMMANDED ME TO BUILD HIM A HOUSE AT JERUSALEM IN JEWRY. {2:5} IF THEREFORE THERE BE ANY OF YOU THAT ARE OF HIS PEOPLE, LET THE LORD, EVEN HIS LORD, BE WITH HIM, AND LET HIM GO UP TO JERUSALEM THAT IS IN JUDEA, AND BUILD THE HOUSE OF THE LORD OF ISRAEL: FOR HE IS THE LORD THAT DWELLETH IN JERUSALEM. {2:6} WHOSOEVER THEN DWELL IN THE PLACES ABOUT, LET THEM HELP HIM, THOSE, I SAY, THAT ARE HIS NEIGHBOURS, WITH GOLD, AND WITH SILVER, {2:7} WITH GIFTS, WITH HORSES, AND WITH CATTLE, AND OTHER THINGS, WHICH HAVE BEEN SET FORTH BY VOW, FOR THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD AT JERUSALEM. {2:8} THEN THE CHIEF OF THE FAMILIES OF JUDEA AND OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN STOOD UP; THE PRIESTS ALSO, AND THE LEVITES, AND ALL THEY WHOSE MIND THE LORD HAD MOVED TO GO UP, AND TO BUILD AN HOUSE FOR THE LORD AT JERUSALEM, {2:9} AND THEY THAT DWELT ROUND ABOUT THEM, AND HELPED THEM IN ALL THINGS WITH SILVER AND GOLD, WITH HORSES AND CATTLE, AND WITH VERY MANY FREE GIFTS OF A GREAT NUMBER WHOSE MINDS WERE STIRRED UP THERETO. {2:10} KING CYRUS ALSO BROUGHT FORTH THE HOLY VESSELS, WHICH NABUCHODONOSOR HAD CARRIED AWAY FROM JERUSALEM, AND HAD SET UP IN HIS TEMPLE OF IDOLS. {2:11} NOW WHEN CYRUS KING OF THE PERSIANS HAD BROUGHT THEM FORTH, HE DELIVERED THEM TO MITHRIDATES HIS TREASURER: {2:12} AND BY HIM THEY WERE DELIVERED TO SANABASSAR THE GOVERNOR OF JUDEA. {2:13} AND THIS WAS THE NUMBER OF THEM; A THOUSAND GOLDEN CUPS, AND A THOUSAND OF SILVER, CENSERS OF SILVER TWENTY-NINE, VIALS OF GOLD THIRTY, AND OF SILVER TWO THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED AND TEN, AND A THOUSAND OTHER VESSELS. {2:14} SO ALL THE VESSELS OF GOLD AND OF SILVER, WHICH WERE CARRIED AWAY, WERE FIVE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED THREESCORE AND NINE. {2:15} THESE WERE BROUGHT BACK BY SANABASSAR, TOGETHER WITH THEM OF THE CAPTIVITY, FROM BABYLON TO JERUSALEM. {2:16} BUT IN THE TIME OF ARTEXERXES KING OF THE PERSIANS BELEMUS, AND MITHRIDATES, AND TABELLIUS, AND RATHUMUS, AND BEELTETHMUS, AND SEMELLIUS THE SECRETARY, WITH OTHERS THAT WERE IN COMMISSION WITH THEM, DWELLING IN SAMARIA AND OTHER PLACES, WROTE UNTO HIM AGAINST THEM THAT DWELT IN JUDEA AND JERUSALEM THESE LETTERS FOLLOWING; {2:17} TO KING ARTEXERXES OUR LORD, THY SERVANTS, RATHUMUS THE STORYWRITER, AND SEMELLIUS THE SCRIBE, AND THE REST OF THEIR COUNCIL, AND THE JUDGES THAT ARE IN CELOSYRIA AND PHENICE. {2:18} BE IT NOW KNOWN TO THE LORD KING, THAT THE JEWS THAT ARE UP FROM YOU TO US, BEING COME INTO JERUSALEM, THAT REBELLIOUS AND WICKED CITY, DO BUILD THE MARKETPLACES, AND REPAIR THE WALLS OF IT AND DO LAY THE FOUNDATION OF THE TEMPLE. {2:19} NOW IF THIS CITY AND THE WALLS THEREOF BE MADE UP AGAIN, THEY WILL NOT ONLY REFUSE TO GIVE TRIBUTE, BUT ALSO REBEL AGAINST KINGS. {2:20} AND FORASMUCH AS THE THINGS PERTAINING TO THE TEMPLE ARE NOW IN HAND, WE THINK IT MEET NOT TO NEGLECT SUCH A MATTER, {2:21} BUT TO SPEAK UNTO OUR LORD THE KING, TO THE INTENT THAT, IF IT BE THY PLEASURE IT MAY BE SOUGHT OUT IN THE BOOKS OF THY FATHERS: {2:22} AND THOU SHALT FIND IN THE CHRONICLES WHAT IS WRITTEN CONCERNING THESE THINGS, AND SHALT UNDERSTAND THAT THAT CITY WAS REBELLIOUS, TROUBLING BOTH KINGS AND CITIES: {2:23} AND THAT THE JEWS WERE REBELLIOUS, AND RAISED ALWAYS WARS THEREIN; FOR THE WHICH CAUSE, EVEN THIS CITY WAS MADE DESOLATE. {2:24} WHEREFORE NOW WE DO DECLARE UNTO THEE, O LORD THE KING, THAT IF THIS CITY BE BUILT AGAIN, AND THE WALLS THEREOF SET UP ANEW, THOU SHALT FROM HENCEFORTH HAVE NO PASSAGE INTO CELOSYRIA AND PHENICE. {2:25} THEN THE KING WROTE BACK AGAIN TO RATHUMUS THE STORYWRITER, TO BEELTETHMUS, TO SEMELLIUS THE SCRIBE, AND TO THE REST THAT WERE IN COMMISSION, AND DWELLERS IN SAMARIA AND SYRIA AND PHENICE, AFTER THIS MANNER; {2:26} I HAVE READ THE EPISTLE WHICH YE HAVE SENT UNTO ME: THEREFORE I COMMANDED TO MAKE DILIGENT SEARCH, AND IT HATH BEEN FOUND THAT THAT CITY WAS FROM THE BEGINNING PRACTISING AGAINST KINGS; {2:27} AND THE MEN THEREIN WERE GIVEN TO REBELLION AND WAR: AND THAT MIGHTY KINGS AND FIERCE WERE IN JERUSALEM, WHO REIGNED AND EXACTED TRIBUTES IN CELOSYRIA AND PHENICE. {2:28} NOW THEREFORE I HAVE COMMANDED TO HINDER THOSE MEN FROM BUILDING THE CITY, AND HEED TO BE TAKEN THAT THERE BE NO MORE DONE IN IT; {2:29} AND THAT THOSE WICKED WORKERS PROCEED NO FURTHER TO THE ANNOYANCE OF KINGS, {2:30} THEN KING ARTEXERXES HIS LETTERS BEING READ, RATHUMUS, AND SEMELLIUS THE SCRIBE, AND THE REST THAT WERE IN COMMISSION WITH THEM, REMOVING IN HASTE TOWARD JERUSALEM WITH A TROOP OF HORSEMEN AND A MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE IN BATTLE ARRAY, BEGAN TO HINDER THE BUILDERS; AND THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM CEASED UNTIL THE SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF DARIUS KING OF THE PERSIANS. 
{3:1} NOW WHEN DARIUS REIGNED, HE MADE A GREAT FEAST UNTO ALL HIS SUBJECTS, AND UNTO ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD, AND UNTO ALL THE PRINCES OF MEDIA AND PERSIA, {3:2} AND TO ALL THE GOVERNORS AND CAPTAINS AND LIEUTENANTS THAT WERE UNDER HIM, FROM INDIA UNTO ETHIOPIA, OF A HUNDRED TWENTY AND SEVEN PROVINCES. {3:3} AND WHEN THEY HAD EATEN AND DRUNKEN, AND BEING SATISFIED WERE GONE HOME, THEN DARIUS THE KING WENT INTO HIS BEDCHAMBER, AND SLEPT, AND SOON AFTER AWAKED. {3:4} THEN THREE YOUNG MEN, THAT WERE OF THE GUARD THAT KEPT THE KING’S BODY, SPAKE ONE TO ANOTHER; {3:5} LET EVERY ONE OF US SPEAK A SENTENCE: HE THAT SHALL OVERCOME, AND WHOSE SENTENCE SHALL SEEM WISER THAN THE OTHERS, UNTO HIM SHALL THE KING DARIUS GIVE GREAT GIFTS, AND GREAT THINGS IN TOKEN OF VICTORY: {3:6} AS, TO BE CLOTHED IN PURPLE, TO DRINK IN GOLD, AND TO SLEEP UPON GOLD, AND A CHARIOT WITH BRIDLES OF GOLD, AND AN HEADTIRE OF FINE LINEN, AND A CHAIN ABOUT HIS NECK: {3:7} AND HE SHALL SIT NEXT TO DARIUS BECAUSE OF HIS WISDOM, AND SHALL BE CALLED DARIUS HIS COUSIN. {3:8} AND THEN EVERY ONE WROTE HIS SENTENCE, SEALED IT, AND LAID IT UNDER KING DARIUS HIS PILLOW; {3:9} AND SAID THAT, WHEN THE KING IS RISEN, SOME WILL GIVE HIM THE WRITINGS; AND OF WHOSE SIDE THE KING AND THE THREE PRINCES OF PERSIA SHALL JUDGE THAT HIS SENTENCE IS THE WISEST, TO HIM SHALL THE VICTORY BE GIVEN, AS WAS APPOINTED. {3:10} THE FIRST WROTE, WINE IS THE STRONGEST. {3:11} THE SECOND WROTE, THE KING IS STRONGEST. {3:12} THE THIRD WROTE, WOMEN ARE STRONGEST: BUT ABOVE ALL THINGS TRUTH BEARETH AWAY THE VICTORY. {3:13} NOW WHEN THE KING WAS RISEN UP, THEY TOOK THEIR WRITINGS, AND DELIVERED THEM UNTO HIM, AND SO HE READ THEM: {3:14} AND SENDING FORTH HE CALLED ALL THE PRINCES OF PERSIA AND MEDIA, AND THE GOVERNORS, AND THE CAPTAINS, AND THE LIEUTENANTS, AND THE CHIEF OFFICERS; {3:15} AND SAT HIM DOWN IN THE ROYAL SEAT OF JUDGMENT; AND THE WRITINGS WERE READ BEFORE THEM. {3:16} AND HE SAID, CALL THE YOUNG MEN, AND THEY SHALL DECLARE THEIR OWN SENTENCES. SO, THEY WERE CALLED, AND CAME IN. {3:17} AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, DECLARE UNTO US YOUR MIND CONCERNING THE WRITINGS. THEN BEGAN THE FIRST, WHO HAD SPOKEN OF THE STRENGTH OF WINE; {3:18} AND HE SAID THUS, O YE MEN, HOW EXCEEDING STRONG IS WINE! IT CAUSETH ALL MEN TO ERR THAT DRINK IT: {3:19} IT MAKETH THE MIND OF THE KING AND OF THE FATHERLESS CHILD TO BE ALL ONE; OF THE BONDMAN AND OF THE FREEMAN, OF THE POOR MAN AND OF THE RICH: {3:20} IT TURNETH ALSO EVERY THOUGHT INTO JOLLITY AND MIRTH, SO THAT A MAN REMEMBERETH NEITHER SORROW NOR DEBT: {3:21} AND IT MAKETH EVERY HEART RICH, SO THAT A MAN REMEMBERETH NEITHER KING NOR GOVERNOR; AND IT MAKETH TO SPEAK ALL THINGS BY TALENTS: {3:22} AND WHEN THEY ARE IN THEIR CUPS, THEY FORGET THEIR LOVE BOTH TO FRIENDS AND BRETHREN, AND A LITTLE AFTER DRAW OUT SWORDS: {3:23} BUT WHEN THEY ARE FROM THE WINE, THEY REMEMBER NOT WHAT THEY HAVE DONE. {3:24} O YE MEN, IS NOT WINE THE STRONGEST, THAT ENFORCETH TO DO THUS? AND WHEN HE HAD SO SPOKEN, HE HELD HIS PEACE. 
{4:1} THEN THE SECOND, THAT HAD SPOKEN OF THE STRENGTH OF THE KING, BEGAN TO SAY, {4:2} O YE MEN, DO NOT MEN EXCEL IN STRENGTH THAT BEAR RULE OVER SEA AND LAND AND ALL THINGS IN THEM? {4:3} BUT YET THE KING IS MORE-MIGHTY: FOR HE IS LORD OF ALL THESE THINGS, AND HATH DOMINION OVER THEM; AND WHATSOEVER HE COMMANDETH THEM THEY DO. {4:4} IF HE BID THEM MAKE WAR THE ONE AGAINST THE OTHER, THEY DO IT: IF HE, SEND THEM OUT AGAINST THE ENEMIES, THEY GO, AND BREAK DOWN, MOUNTAINS WALLS AND TOWERS. {4:5} THEY SLAY AND ARE SLAIN, AND TRANSGRESS NOT THE KING’S COMMANDMENT: IF THEY GET THE VICTORY, THEY BRING ALL TO THE KING, AS WELL THE SPOIL, AS ALL THINGS ELSE. {4:6} LIKEWISE FOR THOSE THAT ARE NO SOLDIERS, AND HAVE NOT TO DO WITH WARS, BUT USE HUSBUNDRY, WHEN THEY HAVE REAPED AGAIN THAT WHICH THEY HAD SOWN, THEY BRING IT TO THE KING, AND COMPEL ONE ANOTHER TO PAY TRIBUTE UNTO THE KING. {4:7} AND YET HE IS BUT ONE MAN: IF HE, COMMAND TO KILL, THEY KILL; IF HE COMMAND TO SPARE, THEY SPARE; {4:8} IF HE COMMAND TO SMITE, THEY SMITE; IF HE COMMAND TO MAKE DESOLATE, THEY MAKE DESOLATE; IF HE COMMAND TO BUILD, THEY BUILD; {4:9} IF HE COMMAND TO CUT DOWN, THEY CUT DOWN; IF HE COMMAND TO PLANT, THEY PLANT. {4:10} SO ALL HIS PEOPLE AND HIS ARMIES OBEY HIM: FURTHERMORE, HE LIETH DOWN, HE EATETH AND DRINKETH, AND TAKETH HIS REST: {4:11} AND THESE KEEP WATCH ROUND ABOUT HIM, NEITHER MAY ANY ONE, DEPART AND DO HIS OWN BUSINESS, NEITHER DISOBEY THEY HIM IN ANY THING. {4:12} O YE MEN, HOW SHOULD NOT THE KING BE MIGHTIEST, WHEN IN SUCH SORT HE IS OBEYED? AND HE HELD HIS TONGUE. {4:13} THEN THE THIRD, WHO HAD SPOKEN OF WOMEN, AND OF THE TRUTH, (THIS WAS ZOROBABEL) BEGAN TO SPEAK. {4:14} O YE MEN, IT IS NOT THE GREAT KING, NOR THE MULTITUDE OF MEN, NEITHER IS IT WINE, THAT EXCELLETH; WHO IS IT THEN THAT RULETH THEM, OR HATH THE LORDSHIP OVER THEM? ARE THEY NOT WOMEN? {4:15} WOMEN HAVE BORNE THE KING AND ALL THE PEOPLE THAT BEAR RULE BY SEA AND LAND. {4:16} EVEN OF THEM CAME THEY: AND THEY NOURISHED THEM UP THAT PLANTED THE VINEYARDS, FROM WHENCE THE WINE COMETH. {4:17} THESE ALSO MAKE GARMENTS FOR MEN; THESE BRING GLORY UNTO MEN; AND WITHOUT WOMEN CANNOT MEN BE. {4:18} YEA, AND IF MEN HAVE GATHERED TOGETHER GOLD AND SILVER, OR ANY OTHER GOODLY THING, DO THEY NOT LOVE A WOMAN WHICH IS COMELY IN FAVOUR AND BEAUTY? {4:19} AND LETTING ALL THOSE THINGS GO, DO THEY NOT GAPE, AND EVEN WITH OPEN MOUTH FIX THEIR EYES FAST ON HER; AND HAVE NOT ALL MEN MORE DESIRE UNTO HER THAN UNTO SILVER OR GOLD, OR ANY GOODLY THING WHATSOEVER? {4:20} A MAN LEAVETH HIS OWN FATHER THAT BROUGHT HIM UP, AND HIS OWN COUNTRY, AND CLEAVETH UNTO HIS WIFE. {4:21} HE STICKETH NOT TO SPEND HIS LIFE WITH HIS WIFE. AND REMEMBERETH NEITHER FATHER, NOR MOTHER, NOR COUNTRY. {4:22} BY THIS ALSO YE MUST KNOW THAT WOMEN HAVE DOMINION OVER YOU: DO YE NOT LABOUR AND TOIL, AND GIVE AND BRING ALL TO THE WOMAN? {4:23} YEA, A MAN TAKETH HIS SWORD, AND GOETH HIS WAY TO ROB AND TO STEAL, TO SAIL UPON THE SEA AND UPON RIVERS; {4:24} AND LOOKETH UPON A LION, AND GOETH IN THE DARKNESS; AND WHEN HE HATH STOLEN, SPOILED, AND ROBBED, HE BRINGETH IT TO HIS LOVE. {4:25} WHEREFORE A MAN LOVETH HIS WIFE BETTER THAN FATHER OR MOTHER. {4:26} YEA, MANY THERE BE THAT HAVE RUN OUT OF THEIR WITS FOR WOMEN, AND BECOME SERVANTS FOR THEIR SAKES. {4:27} MANY ALSO HAVE PERISHED, HAVE ERRED, AND SINNED, FOR WOMEN. {4:28} AND NOW DO YE NOT BELIEVE ME? IS NOT THE KING GREAT IN HIS POWER? DO NOT ALL REGIONS FEAR TO TOUCH HIM? {4:29} YET DID I SEE HIM AND APAME THE KING’S CONCUBINE, THE DAUGHTER OF THE ADMIRABLE BARTACUS, SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE KING, {4:30} AND TAKING THE CROWN FROM THE KING’S HEAD, AND SETTING IT UPON HER OWN HEAD; SHE ALSO STRUCK THE KING WITH HER LEFT HAND. {4:31} AND YET FOR ALL THIS THE KING GAPED AND GAZED UPON HER WITH OPEN MOUTH: IF SHE LAUGHED UPON HIM, HE LAUGHED ALSO: BUT IF SHE TOOK ANY DISPLEASURE AT HIM, THE KING WAS FAIN TO FLATTER, THAT SHE MIGHT BE RECONCILED TO HIM AGAIN. {4:32} O YE MEN, HOW CAN IT BE BUT WOMEN SHOULD BE STRONG, SEEING THEY DO THUS? {4:33} THEN THE KING AND THE PRINCES LOOKED ONE UPON ANOTHER: SO, HE BEGAN TO SPEAK OF THE TRUTH. {4:34} O YE MEN, ARE NOT WOMEN STRONG? GREAT IS THE EARTH, HIGH IS THE HEAVEN, SWIFT IS THE SUN IN HIS COURSE, FOR HE COMPASSETH THE HEAVENS ROUND ABOUT, AND FETCHETH HIS COURSE AGAIN TO HIS OWN PLACE IN ONE DAY. {4:35} IS HE NOT GREAT THAT MAKETH THESE THINGS? THEREFORE GREAT IS THE TRUTH, AND STRONGER THAN ALL THINGS. {4:36} ALL THE EARTH CRIETH UPON THE TRUTH, AND THE HEAVEN BLESSETH IT: ALL WORKS SHAKE AND TREMBLE AT IT, AND WITH IT IS NO UNRIGHTEOUS THING. {4:37} WINE IS WICKED, THE KING IS WICKED, WOMEN ARE WICKED, ALL THE CHILDREN OF MEN ARE WICKED, AND SUCH ARE ALL THEIR WICKED WORKS; AND THERE IS NO TRUTH IN THEM; IN THEIR UNRIGHTEOUSNESS ALSO, THEY SHALL PERISH. {4:38} AS FOR THE TRUTH, IT ENDURETH, AND IS ALWAYS STRONG; IT LIVETH AND CONQUERETH FOR EVERMORE. {4:39} WITH HER THERE IS NO ACCEPTING OF PERSONS OR REWARDS; BUT SHE DOETH THE THINGS THAT ARE JUST, AND REFRAINETH FROM ALL UNJUST AND WICKED THINGS; AND ALL MEN DO WELL LIKE OF HER WORKS. {4:40} NEITHER IN HER JUDGMENT IS ANY UNRIGHTEOUSNESS; AND SHE IS THE STRENGTH, KINGDOM, POWER, AND MAJESTY, OF ALL AGES. BLESSED BE THE GOD OF TRUTH. {4:41} AND WITH THAT HE HELD HIS PEACE. AND ALL THE PEOPLE THEN SHOUTED, AND SAID, GREAT IS TRUTH, AND MIGHTY ABOVE ALL THINGS. {4:42} THEN SAID THE KING UNTO HIM, ASK WHAT THOU WILT MORE THAN IS APPOINTED IN THE WRITING, AND WE WILL GIVE IT THEE, BECAUSE THOU ART FOUND WISEST; AND THOU SHALT SIT NEXT ME, AND SHALT BE CALLED MY COUSIN. {4:43} THEN SAID HE UNTO THE KING, REMEMBER THY VOW, WHICH THOU HAST VOWED TO BUILD JERUSALEM, IN THE DAY WHEN THOU CAMEST TO THY KINGDOM, {4:44} AND TO SEND AWAY ALL THE VESSELS THAT WERE TAKEN AWAY OUT OF JERUSALEM, WHICH CYRUS SET APART, WHEN HE VOWED TO DESTROY BABYLON, AND TO SEND THEM AGAIN THITHER. {4:45} THOU ALSO HAST VOWED TO BUILD UP THE TEMPLE, WHICH THE EDOMITES BURNED WHEN JUDEA WAS MADE DESOLATE BY THE CHALDEES. {4:46} AND NOW, O LORD THE KING, THIS IS THAT WHICH I REQUIRE, AND WHICH I DESIRE OF THEE, AND THIS IS THE PRINCELY LIBERALITY PROCEEDING FROM THYSELF: I DESIRE THEREFORE THAT THOU MAKE GOOD THE VOW, THE PERFORMANCE WHEREOF WITH THINE OWN MOUTH THOU HAST VOWED TO THE KING OF HEAVEN. {4:47} THEN DARIUS THE KING STOOD UP, AND KISSED HIM, AND WROTE LETTERS FOR HIM UNTO ALL THE TREASURERS AND LIEUTENANTS AND CAPTAINS AND GOVERNORS, THAT THEY SHOULD SAFELY CONVEY ON THEIR WAY BOTH HIM, AND ALL THOSE THAT GO UP WITH HIM TO BUILD JERUSALEM. {4:48} HE WROTE LETTERS ALSO UNTO THE LIEUTENANTS THAT WERE IN CELOSYRIA AND PHENICE, AND UNTO THEM IN LIBANUS, THAT THEY SHOULD BRING CEDAR WOOD FROM LIBANUS UNTO JERUSALEM, AND THAT THEY SHOULD BUILD THE CITY WITH HIM. {4:49} MOREOVER HE WROTE FOR ALL THE JEWS THAT WENT OUT OF HIS REALM UP INTO JEWRY, CONCERNING THEIR FREEDOM, THAT NO OFFICER, NO RULER, NO LIEUTENANT, NOR TREASURER, SHOULD FORCIBLY ENTER INTO THEIR DOORS; {4:50} AND THAT ALL THE COUNTRY WHICH THEY HOLD SHOULD BE FREE WITHOUT TRIBUTE; AND THAT THE EDOMITES SHOULD GIVE OVER THE VILLAGES OF THE JEWS WHICH THEN THEY HELD: {4:51} YEA, THAT THERE SHOULD BE YEARLY GIVEN TWENTY TALENTS TO THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, UNTIL THE TIME THAT IT WERE BUILT; {4:52} AND OTHER TEN TALENTS YEARLY, TO MAINTAIN THE BURNT OFFERINGS UPON THE ALTAR EVERY DAY, AS THEY HAD A COMMANDMENT TO OFFER SEVENTEEN: {4:53} AND THAT ALL THEY THAT WENT FROM BABYLON TO BUILD THE CITY SHOULD HAVE FREE LIBERTY, AS WELL THEY AS THEIR POSTERITY, AND ALL THE PRIESTS THAT WENT AWAY. {4:54} HE WROTE ALSO CONCERNING. THE CHARGES, AND THE PRIESTS’ VESTMENTS WHEREIN THEY MINISTER; {4:55} AND LIKEWISE FOR THE CHARGES OF THE LEVITES, TO BE GIVEN THEM UNTIL THE DAY THAT THE HOUSE, WERE FINISHED, AND JERUSALEM BUILDED UP. {4:56} AND HE COMMANDED TO GIVE TO ALL THAT KEPT THE CITY PENSIONS AND WAGES. {4:57} HE SENT AWAY ALSO ALL THE VESSELS FROM BABYLON, THAT CYRUS HAD SET APART; AND ALL THAT CYRUS HAD GIVEN IN COMMANDMENT, THE SAME CHARGED HE ALSO TO BE DONE, AND SENT UNTO JERUSALEM. {4:58} NOW WHEN THIS YOUNG MAN WAS GONE FORTH, HE LIFTED UP HIS FACE TO HEAVEN TOWARD JERUSALEM, AND PRAISED THE KING OF HEAVEN, {4:59} AND SAID, FROM THEE COMETH VICTORY, FROM THEE COMETH WISDOM, AND THINE IS THE GLORY, AND I AM THY SERVANT. {4:60} BLESSED ART THOU, WHO HAST GIVEN ME WISDOM: FOR TO THEE I GIVE THANKS, O LORD OF OUR FATHERS. {4:61} AND SO HE TOOK THE LETTERS, AND WENT OUT, AND CAME UNTO BABYLON, AND TOLD IT ALL HIS BRETHREN. {4:62} AND THEY PRAISED THE GOD OF THEIR FATHERS, BECAUSE HE HAD GIVEN THEM FREEDOM AND LIBERTY {4:63} TO GO UP, AND TO BUILD JERUSALEM, AND THE TEMPLE WHICH IS CALLED BY HIS NAME: AND THEY FEASTED WITH INSTRUMENTS OF MUSICK AND GLADNESS SEVEN DAYS. 
{5:1} AFTER THIS WERE THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF THE FAMILIES CHOSEN ACCORDING TO THEIR TRIBES, TO GO UP WITH THEIR WIVES AND SONS AND DAUGHTERS, WITH THEIR MENSERVANTS AND MAIDSERVANTS, AND THEIR CATTLE. {5:2} AND DARIUS SENT WITH THEM A THOUSAND HORSEMEN, TILL THEY HAD BROUGHT THEM BACK TO JERUSALEM SAFELY, AND WITH MUSICAL [INSTRUMENTS] TABRETS AND FLUTES. {5:3} AND ALL THEIR BRETHREN PLAYED, AND HE MADE THEM GO UP TOGETHER WITH THEM. {5:4} AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE MEN WHICH WENT UP, ACCORDING TO THEIR FAMILIES AMONG THEIR TRIBES, AFTER THEIR SEVERAL HEADS. {5:5} THE PRIESTS, THE SONS OF PHINEES THE SON OF AARON: JESUS THE SON OF JOSEDEC, THE SON OF SARAIAS, AND JOACIM THE SON OF ZOROBABEL, THE SON OF SALATHIEL, OF THE HOUSE OF DAVID, OUT OF THE KINDRED OF PHARES, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH; {5:6} WHO SPAKE WISE SENTENCES BEFORE DARIUS THE KING OF PERSIA IN THE SECOND YEAR OF HIS REIGN, IN THE MONTH NISAN, WHICH IS THE FIRST MONTH. {5:7} AND THESE ARE THEY OF JEWRY THAT CAME UP FROM THE CAPTIVITY, WHERE THEY DWELT AS STRANGERS, WHOM NABUCHODONOSOR THE KING OF BABYLON HAD CARRIED AWAY UNTO BABYLON. {5:8} AND THEY RETURNED UNTO JERUSALEM, AND TO THE OTHER PARTS OF JEWRY, EVERY MAN TO HIS OWN CITY, WHO CAME WITH ZOROBABEL, WITH JESUS, NEHEMIAS, AND ZACHARIAS, AND REESAIAS, ENENIUS, MARDOCHEUS. BEELSARUS, ASPHARASUS, REELIUS, ROIMUS, AND BAANA, THEIR GUIDES. {5:9} THE NUMBER OF THEM OF THE NATION, AND THEIR GOVERNORS, SONS OF PHOROS, TWO THOUSAND A HUNDRED SEVENTY AND TWO; THE SONS OF SAPHAT, FOUR HUNDRED SEVENTY AND TWO: {5:10} THE SONS OF ARES, SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY AND SIX: {5:11} THE SONS OF PHAATH MOAB, TWO THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND TWELVE: {5:12} THE SONS OF ELAM, A THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED FIFTY AND FOUR: THE SONS OF ZATHUL, NINE HUNDRED FORTY AND FIVE: THE SONS OF CORBE, SEVEN HUNDRED AND FIVE: THE SONS OF BANI, SIX HUNDRED FORTY AND EIGHT: {5:13} THE SONS OF BEBAI, SIX HUNDRED TWENTY AND THREE: THE SONS OF SADAS, THREE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED TWENTY AND TWO: {5:14} THE SONS OF ADONIKAM, SIX HUNDRED SIXTY AND SEVEN: THE SONS OF BAGOI, TWO THOUSAND SIXTY AND SIX: THE SONS OF ADIN, FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY AND FOUR: {5:15} THE SONS OF ATEREZIAS, NINETY AND TWO: THE SONS OF CEILAN AND AZETAS THREESCORE AND SEVEN: THE SONS OF AZURAN, FOUR HUNDRED THIRTY AND TWO: {5:16} THE SONS OF ANANIAS, A HUNDRED AND ONE: THE SONS OF AROM, THIRTY TWO: AND THE SONS OF BASSA, THREE HUNDRED TWENTY AND THREE: THE SONS OF AZEPHURITH, AN HUNDRED AND TWO: {5:17} THE SONS OF METERUS, THREE THOUSAND AND FIVE: THE SONS OF BETHLOMON, AN HUNDRED TWENTY AND THREE: {5:18} THEY OF NETOPHAH, FIFTY AND FIVE: THEY OF ANATHOTH, A HUNDRED FIFTY AND EIGHT: THEY OF BETHSAMOS, FORTY AND TWO: {5:19} THEY OF KIRIATHIARIUS, TWENTY AND FIVE: THEY OF CAPHIRA AND BEROTH, SEVEN HUNDRED FORTY AND THREE: THEY OF PIRA, SEVEN HUNDRED: {5:20} THEY OF CHADIAS AND AMMIDOI, FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY AND TWO: THEY OF CIRAMA AND GABDES, SIX HUNDRED TWENTY AND ONE: {5:21} THEY OF MACALON, AN HUNDRED TWENTY AND TWO: THEY OF BETOLIUS, FIFTY AND TWO: THE SONS OF NEPHIS, AN HUNDRED FIFTY AND SIX: {5:22} THE SONS OF CALAMOLALUS AND ONUS, SEVEN HUNDRED TWENTY AND FIVE: THE SONS OF JERECHUS, TWO HUNDRED FORTY AND FIVE: {5:23} THE SONS OF ANNAS, THREE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND THIRTY. {5:24} THE PRIESTS: THE SONS OF JEDDU, THE SON OF JESUS AMONG THE SONS OF SANASIB, NINE HUNDRED SEVENTY AND TWO: THE SONS OF MERUTH, A THOUSAND FIFTY AND TWO: {5:25} THE SONS OF PHASSARON, A THOUSAND FORTY AND SEVEN: THE SONS OF CARME, A THOUSAND AND SEVENTEEN. {5:26} THE LEVITES: THE SONS OF JESSUE, AND CADMIEL, AND BANUAS, AND SUDIAS, SEVENTY AND FOUR. {5:27} THE HOLY SINGERS: THE SONS OF ASAPH, A HUNDRED TWENTY AND EIGHT. {5:28} THE PORTERS: THE SONS OF SALUM, THE SONS OF JATAL, THE SONS OF TALMON, THE SONS OF DACOBI, THE SONS OF TETA, THE SONS OF SAMI, IN ALL A HUNDRED THIRTY AND NINE. {5:29} THE SERVANTS OF THE TEMPLE: THE SONS OF ESAU, THE SONS OF ASIPHA, THE SONS OF TABAOTH, THE SONS OF CERAS, THE SONS OF SUD, THE SONS OF PHALEAS, THE SONS OF LABANA, THE SONS OF GRABA, {5:30} THE SONS OF ACUA, THE SONS OF UTA, THE SONS OF CETAB, THE SONS OF AGABA, THE SONS OF SUBAI, THE SONS OF ANAN, THE SONS OF CATHUA, THE SONS OF GEDDUR, {5:31} THE SONS OF AIRUS, THE SONS OF DAISAN, THE SONS OF NOEBA, THE SONS OF CHASEBA, THE SONS OF GAZERA, THE SONS OF AZIA, THE SONS OF PHINEES, THE SONS OF AZARE, THE SONS OF BASTAI, THE SONS OF ASANA, THE SONS OF MEANI, THE SONS OF NAPHISI, THE SONS OF ACUB, THE SONS OF ACIPHA, THE SONS OF ASSUR, THE SONS OF PHARACIM, THE SONS OF BASALOTH, {5:32} THE SONS OF MEEDA, THE SONS OF COUTHA, THE SONS OF CHAREA, THE SONS OF CHARCUS, THE SONS OF ASERER, THE SONS OF THOMOI, THE SONS OF NASITH, THE SONS OF ATIPHA. {5:33} THE SONS OF THE SERVANTS OF SOLOMON: THE SONS OF AZAPHION, THE SONS OF PHARIRA, THE SONS OF JEELI, THE SONS OF LOZON, THE SONS OF ISRAEL, THE SONS OF SAPHETH, {5:34} THE SONS OF HAGIA, THE SONS OF PHARACARETH, THE SONS OF SABI, THE SONS OF SAROTHIE, THE SONS OF MASIAS, THE SONS OF GAR, THE SONS OF ADDUS, THE SONS OF SUBA, THE SONS OF APHERRA, THE SONS OF BARODIS, THE SONS OF SABAT, THE SONS OF ALLOM. {5:35} ALL THE MINISTERS OF THE TEMPLE, AND THE SONS OF THE SERVANTS OF SOLOMON, WERE THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY AND TWO. {5:36} THESE CAME UP FROM THERMELETH AND THELERSAS, CHARAATHALAR LEADING THEM, AND AALAR; {5:37} NEITHER COULD THEY SHEW THEIR FAMILIES, NOR THEIR STOCK, HOW THEY WERE OF ISRAEL: THE SONS OF LADAN, THE SON OF BAN, THE SONS OF NECODAN, SIX HUNDRED FIFTY AND TWO. {5:38} AND OF THE PRIESTS THAT USURPED THE OFFICE OF THE PRIESTHOOD, AND WERE NOT FOUND: THE SONS OF OBDIA, THE SONS OF ACCOZ, THE SONS OF ADDUS, WHO MARRIED AUGIA ONE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF BARZELUS, AND WAS NAMED AFTER HIS NAME. {5:39} AND WHEN THE DESCRIPTION OF THE KINDRED OF THESE MEN WAS SOUGHT IN THE REGISTER, AND WAS NOT FOUND, THEY WERE REMOVED FROM EXECUTING THE OFFICE OF THE PRIESTHOOD: {5:40} FOR UNTO THEM SAID NEHEMIAS AND ATHARIAS, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE PARTAKERS OF THE HOLY THINGS, TILL THERE AROSE UP A HIGH PRIEST CLOTHED WITH DOCTRINE AND TRUTH. {5:41} SO OF ISRAEL, FROM THEM OF TWELVE YEARS OLD AND UPWARD, THEY WERE ALL IN NUMBER FORTY THOUSAND, BESIDE MENSERVANTS AND WOMENSERVANTS TWO THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY. {5:42} THEIR MENSERVANTS AND HANDMAIDS WERE SEVEN THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED FORTY AND SEVEN: THE SINGING MEN AND SINGING WOMEN, TWO HUNDRED FORTY AND FIVE: {5:43} FOUR HUNDRED THIRTY AND FIVE CAMELS, SEVEN THOUSAND THIRTY AND SIX HORSES, TWO HUNDRED FORTY AND FIVE MULES, FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED TWENTY AND FIVE BEASTS USED TO THE YOKE. {5:44} AND CERTAIN OF THE CHIEF OF THEIR FAMILIES, WHEN THEY CAME TO THE TEMPLE OF GOD THAT IS IN JERUSALEM, VOWED TO SET UP THE HOUSE AGAIN IN HIS OWN PLACE ACCORDING TO THEIR ABILITY, {5:45} AND TO GIVE INTO THE HOLY TREASURY OF THE WORKS A THOUSAND POUNDS OF GOLD, FIVE THOUSAND OF SILVER, AND A HUNDRED PRIESTLY VESTMENTS. {5:46} AND SO DWELT THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES AND THE PEOPLE IN JERUSALEM, AND IN THE COUNTRY, THE SINGERS ALSO AND THE PORTERS; AND ALL ISRAEL IN THEIR VILLAGES. {5:47} BUT WHEN THE SEVENTH MONTH WAS AT HAND, AND WHEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WERE EVERY MAN IN HIS OWN PLACE, THEY CAME ALL TOGETHER WITH ONE CONSENT INTO THE OPEN PLACE OF THE FIRST GATE WHICH IS TOWARD THE EAST. {5:48} THEN STOOD UP JESUS THE SON OF JOSEDEC, AND HIS BRETHREN THE PRIESTS AND ZOROBABEL THE SON OF SALATHIEL, AND HIS BRETHREN, AND MADE READY THE ALTAR OF THE GOD OF ISRAEL, {5:49} TO OFFER BURNT SACRIFICES UPON IT, ACCORDING AS IT IS EXPRESSLY COMMANDED IN THE BOOK OF MOSES THE MAN OF GOD. {5:50} AND THERE WERE GATHERED UNTO THEM OUT OF THE OTHER NATIONS OF THE LAND, AND THEY ERECTED THE ALTAR UPON HIS OWN PLACE, BECAUSE ALL THE NATIONS OF THE LAND WERE AT ENMITY WITH THEM, AND OPPRESSED THEM; AND THEY OFFERED SACRIFICES ACCORDING TO THE TIME, AND BURNT OFFERINGS TO THE LORD BOTH MORNING AND EVENING. {5:51} ALSO THEY HELD THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES, AS IT IS COMMANDED IN THE LAW, AND OFFERED SACRIFICES DAILY, AS WAS MEET: {5:52} AND AFTER THAT, THE CONTINUAL OBLATIONS, AND THE SACRIFICE OF THE SABBATHS, AND OF THE NEW MOONS, AND OF ALL HOLY FEASTS. {5:53} AND ALL THEY THAT HAD MADE ANY VOW TO GOD BEGAN TO OFFER SACRIFICES TO GOD FROM THE FIRST DAY OF THE SEVENTH MONTH, ALTHOUGH THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD WAS NOT YET BUILT. {5:54} AND THEY GAVE UNTO THE MASONS AND CARPENTERS MONEY, MEAT, AND DRINK, WITH CHEERFULNESS. {5:55} UNTO THEM OF ZIDON ALSO AND TYRE THEY GAVE CARRS, THAT THEY SHOULD BRING CEDAR TREES FROM LIBANUS, WHICH SHOULD BE BROUGHT BY FLOATS TO THE HAVEN OF JOPPA, ACCORDING AS IT WAS COMMANDED THEM BY CYRUS KING OF THE PERSIANS. {5:56} AND IN THE SECOND YEAR AND SECOND MONTH AFTER HIS COMING TO THE TEMPLE OF GOD AT JERUSALEM BEGAN ZOROBABEL THE SON OF SALATHIEL, AND JESUS THE SON OF JOSEDEC, AND THEIR BRETHREN, AND THE PRIESTS, AND THE LEVITES, AND ALL THEY THAT WERE COME UNTO JERUSALEM OUT OF THE CAPTIVITY: {5:57} AND THEY LAID THE FOUNDATION OF THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE FIRST DAY OF THE SECOND MONTH, IN THE SECOND YEAR AFTER THEY WERE COME TO JEWRY AND JERUSALEM. {5:58} AND THEY APPOINTED THE LEVITES FROM TWENTY YEARS OLD OVER THE WORKS OF THE LORD. THEN STOOD UP JESUS, AND HIS SONS AND BRETHREN, AND CADMIEL HIS BROTHER, AND THE SONS OF MADIABUN, WITH THE SONS OF JODA THE SON OF ELIADUN, WITH THEIR SONS AND BRETHREN, ALL LEVITES, WITH ONE ACCORD SETTERS FORWARD OF THE BUSINESS, LABOURING TO ADVANCE THE WORKS IN THE HOUSE OF GOD. SO, THE WORKMEN BUILT THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. {5:59} AND THE PRIESTS STOOD ARRAYED IN THEIR VESTMENTS WITH MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS AND TRUMPETS; AND THE LEVITES THE SONS OF ASAPH HAD CYMBALS, {5:60} SINGING SONGS OF THANKSGIVING, AND PRAISING THE LORD, ACCORDING AS DAVID THE KING OF ISRAEL HAD ORDAINED. {5:61} AND THEY SUNG WITH LOUD VOICES SONGS TO THE PRAISE OF THE LORD, BECAUSE HIS MERCY AND GLORY IS FOR EVER IN ALL ISRAEL. {5:62} AND ALL THE PEOPLE SOUNDED TRUMPETS, AND SHOUTED WITH A LOUD VOICE, SINGING SONGS OF THANKSGIVING UNTO THE LORD FOR THE REARING UP OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD. {5:63} ALSO OF THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, AND OF THE CHIEF OF THEIR FAMILIES, THE ANCIENTS WHO HAD SEEN THE FORMER HOUSE CAME TO THE BUILDING OF THIS WITH WEEPING AND GREAT CRYING. {5:64} BUT MANY WITH TRUMPETS AND JOY SHOUTED WITH LOUD VOICE, {5:65} INSOMUCH THAT THE TRUMPETS MIGHT NOT BE HEARD FOR THE WEEPING OF THE PEOPLE: YET THE MULTITUDE SOUNDED MARVELLOUSLY, SO THAT IT WAS HEARD AFAR OFF. {5:66} WHEREFORE WHEN THE ENEMIES OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH AND BENJAMIN HEARD IT, THEY CAME TO KNOW WHAT THAT NOISE OF TRUMPETS SHOULD MEAN. {5:67} AND THEY PERCEIVED THAT THEY THAT WERE OF THE CAPTIVITY DID BUILD THE TEMPLE UNTO THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL. {5:68} SO THEY WENT TO ZOROBABEL AND JESUS, AND TO THE CHIEF OF THE FAMILIES, AND SAID UNTO THEM, WE WILL BUILD TOGETHER WITH YOU. {5:69} FOR WE LIKEWISE, AS YE, DO OBEY YOUR LORD, AND DO SACRIFICE UNTO HIM FROM THE DAYS OF AZBAZARETH THE KING OF THE ASSYRIANS, WHO BROUGHT US HITHER. {5:70} THEN ZOROBABEL AND JESUS AND THE CHIEF OF THE FAMILIES OF ISRAEL SAID UNTO THEM, IT IS NOT FOR US AND YOU TO BUILD TOGETHER A HOUSE UNTO THE LORD OUR GOD. {5:71} WE OURSELVES ALONE WILL BUILD UNTO THE LORD OF ISRAEL, ACCORDING AS CYRUS THE KING OF THE PERSIANS HATH COMMANDED US. {5:72} BUT THE HEATHEN OF THE LAND LYING HEAVY UPON THE INHABITANTS OF JUDEA, AND HOLDING THEM STRAIT, HINDERED THEIR BUILDING; {5:73} AND BY THEIR SECRET PLOTS, AND POPULAR PERSUASIONS AND COMMOTIONS, THEY HINDERED THE FINISHING OF THE BUILDING ALL THE TIME THAT KING CYRUS LIVED: SO, THEY WERE HINDERED FROM BUILDING FOR THE SPACE OF TWO YEARS, UNTIL THE REIGN OF DARIUS. 
{6:1} NOW IN THE SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF DARIUS AGGEUS AND ZACHARIAS THE SON OF ADDO, THE PROPHETS, PROPHESIED UNTO THE JEWS IN JEWRY AND JERUSALEM IN THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, WHICH WAS UPON THEM. {6:2} THEN STOOD UP ZOROBABEL THE SON OF SALATIEL, AND JESUS THE SON OF JOSEDEC, AND BEGAN TO BUILD THE HOUSE OF THE LORD AT JERUSALEM, THE PROPHETS OF THE LORD BEING WITH THEM, AND HELPING THEM. {6:3} AT THE SAME TIME CAME UNTO THEM SISINNES THE GOVERNOR OF SYRIA AND PHENICE, WITH SATHRABUZANES AND HIS COMPANIONS, AND SAID UNTO THEM, {6:4} BY WHOSE APPOINTMENT DO YE BUILD THIS HOUSE AND THIS ROOF, AND PERFORM ALL THE OTHER THINGS? AND WHO ARE THE WORKMEN THAT PERFORM THESE THINGS? {6:5} NEVERTHELESS THE ELDERS OF THE JEWS OBTAINED FAVOUR, BECAUSE THE LORD HAD VISITED THE CAPTIVITY; {6:6} AND THEY WERE NOT HINDERED FROM BUILDING, UNTIL SUCH TIME AS SIGNIFICATION WAS GIVEN UNTO DARIUS CONCERNING THEM, AND AN ANSWER RECEIVED. {6:7} THE COPY OF THE LETTERS WHICH SISINNES, GOVERNOR OF SYRIA AND PHENICE, AND SATHRABUZANES, WITH THEIR COMPANIONS, RULERS IN SYRIA AND PHENICE, WROTE AND SENT UNTO DARIUS; TO KING DARIUS, GREETING: {6:8} LET ALL THINGS BE KNOWN UNTO OUR LORD THE KING, THAT BEING COME INTO THE COUNTRY OF JUDEA, AND ENTERED INTO THE CITY OF JERUSALEM WE FOUND IN THE CITY OF JERUSALEM THE ANCIENTS OF THE JEWS THAT WERE OF THE CAPTIVITY {6:9} BUILDING A HOUSE UNTO THE LORD, GREAT AND NEW, OF HEWN AND COSTLY STONES, AND THE TIMBER ALREADY LAID UPON THE WALLS. {6:10} AND THOSE WORKS ARE DONE WITH GREAT SPEED, AND THE WORK GOETH ON PROSPEROUSLY IN THEIR HANDS, AND WITH ALL GLORY AND DILIGENCE IS IT MADE. {6:11} THEN ASKED WE THESE ELDERS, SAYING, BY WHOSE COMMANDMENT BUILD YE THIS HOUSE, AND LAY THE FOUNDATIONS OF THESE WORKS? {6:12} THEREFORE TO THE INTENT THAT WE MIGHT GIVE KNOWLEDGE UNTO THEE BY WRITING, WE DEMANDED OF THEM WHO WERE THE CHIEF DOERS, AND WE REQUIRED OF THEM THE NAMES IN WRITING OF THEIR PRINCIPAL MEN. {6:13} SO THEY GAVE US THIS ANSWER, WE ARE THE SERVANTS OF THE LORD WHICH MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH. {6:14} AND AS FOR THIS HOUSE, IT WAS BUILDED MANY YEARS AGO BY A KING OF ISRAEL GREAT AND STRONG, AND WAS FINISHED. {6:15} BUT WHEN OUR FATHERS PROVOKED GOD UNTO WRATH, AND SINNED AGAINST THE LORD OF ISRAEL WHICH IS IN HEAVEN, HE GAVE THEM OVER INTO THE POWER OF NABUCHODONOSOR KING OF BABYLON, OF THE CHALDEES; {6:16} WHO PULLED DOWN THE HOUSE, AND BURNED IT, AND CARRIED AWAY THE PEOPLE CAPTIVES UNTO BABYLON. {6:17} BUT IN THE FIRST YEAR THAT KING CYRUS REIGNED OVER THE COUNTRY OF BABYLON CYRUS THE KING WROTE TO BUILD UP THIS HOUSE. {6:18} AND THE HOLY VESSELS OF GOLD AND OF SILVER, THAT NABUCHODONOSOR HAD CARRIED AWAY OUT OF THE HOUSE AT JERUSALEM, AND HAD SET THEM IN HIS OWN TEMPLE THOSE CYRUS THE KING BROUGHT FORTH AGAIN OUT OF THE TEMPLE AT BABYLON, AND THEY WERE DELIVERED TO ZOROBABEL AND TO SANABASSARUS THE RULER, {6:19} WITH COMMANDMENT THAT HE SHOULD CARRY AWAY THE SAME VESSELS, AND PUT THEM IN THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM; AND THAT THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD SHOULD BE BUILT IN HIS PLACE. {6:20} THEN THE SAME SANABASSARUS, BEING COME HITHER, LAID THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD AT JERUSALEM; AND FROM THAT TIME TO THIS BEING STILL A BUILDING, IT IS NOT YET FULLY ENDED. {6:21} NOW THEREFORE, IF IT, SEEM GOOD UNTO THE KING, LET SEARCH BE MADE AMONG THE RECORDS OF KING CYRUS: {6:22} AND IF IT BE FOUND THAT THE BUILDING OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD AT JERUSALEM HATH BEEN DONE WITH THE CONSENT OF KING CYRUS, AND IF OUR LORD THE KING BE SO MINDED, LET HIM SIGNIFY UNTO US THEREOF. {6:23} THEN COMMANDED KING DARIUS TO SEEK AMONG THE RECORDS AT BABYLON: AND SO, AT ECBATANE THE PALACE, WHICH IS IN THE COUNTRY OF MEDIA, THERE WAS FOUND A ROLL WHEREIN THESE THINGS WERE RECORDED. {6:24} IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF CYRUS KING CYRUS COMMANDED THAT THE HOUSE OF THE LORD AT JERUSALEM SHOULD BE BUILT AGAIN, WHERE THEY DO SACRIFICE WITH CONTINUAL FIRE: {6:25} WHOSE HEIGHT SHALL BE SIXTY CUBITS AND THE BREADTH SIXTY CUBITS, WITH THREE ROWS OF HEWN STONES, AND ONE ROW OF NEW WOOD OF THAT COUNTRY; AND THE EXPENCES THEREOF TO BE GIVEN OUT OF THE HOUSE OF KING CYRUS: {6:26} AND THAT THE HOLY VESSELS OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD, BOTH OF GOLD AND SILVER, THAT NABUCHODONOSOR TOOK OUT OF THE HOUSE AT JERUSALEM, AND BROUGHT TO BABYLON, SHOULD BE RESTORED TO THE HOUSE AT JERUSALEM, AND BE SET IN THE PLACE WHERE THEY WERE BEFORE. {6:27} AND ALSO, HE COMMANDED THAT SISINNES THE GOVERNOR OF SYRIA AND PHENICE, AND SATHRABUZANES, AND THEIR COMPANIONS, AND THOSE WHICH WERE APPOINTED RULERS IN SYRIA AND PHENICE, SHOULD BE CAREFUL NOT TO MEDDLE WITH THE PLACE, BUT SUFFER ZOROBABEL, THE SERVANT OF THE LORD, AND GOVERNOR OF JUDEA, AND THE ELDERS OF THE JEWS, TO BUILD THE HOUSE OF THE LORD IN THAT PLACE. {6:28} I HAVE COMMANDED ALSO TO HAVE IT BUILT UP WHOLE AGAIN; AND THAT THEY LOOK DILIGENTLY TO HELP THOSE THAT BE OF THE CAPTIVITY OF THE JEWS, TILL THE HOUSE OF THE LORD BE FINISHED: {6:29} AND OUT OF THE TRIBUTE OF CELOSYRIA AND PHENICE A PORTION CAREFULLY TO BE GIVEN THESE MEN FOR THE SACRIFICES OF THE LORD, THAT IS, TO ZOROBABEL THE GOVERNOR, FOR BULLOCKS, AND RAMS, AND LAMBS; {6:30} AND ALSO CORN, SALT, WINE, AND OIL, AND THAT CONTINUALLY EVERY YEAR WITHOUT FURTHER QUESTION, ACCORDING AS THE PRIESTS THAT BE IN JERUSALEM SHALL SIGNIFY TO BE DAILY SPENT: {6:31} THAT OFFERINGS MAY BE MADE TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] FOR THE KING AND FOR HIS CHILDREN, AND THAT THEY MAY PRAY FOR THEIR LIVES. {6:32} AND HE COMMANDED THAT WHOSOEVER SHOULD TRANSGRESS, YEA, OR MAKE LIGHT OF ANY THING AFORE SPOKEN OR WRITTEN, OUT OF HIS OWN HOUSE SHOULD A TREE BE TAKEN, AND HE THEREON BE HANGED, AND ALL HIS GOODS SEIZED FOR THE KING. {6:33} THE LORD THEREFORE, WHOSE NAME IS THERE CALLED UPON, UTTERLY DESTROY EVERY KING AND NATION, THAT STRETCHETH OUT HIS HAND TO HINDER OR ENDAMAGE THAT HOUSE OF THE LORD IN JERUSALEM. {6:34} I DARIUS THE KING, HAVE ORDAINED THAT ACCORDING UNTO THESE THINGS IT BE DONE WITH DILIGENCE. 
{7:1} THEN SISINNES THE GOVERNOR OF CELOSYRIA AND PHENICE, AND SATHRABUZANES, WITH THEIR COMPANIONS FOLLOWING THE COMMANDMENTS OF KING DARIUS, {7:2} DID VERY CAREFULLY OVERSEE THE HOLY WORKS, ASSISTING THE ANCIENTS OF THE JEWS AND GOVERNORS OF THE TEMPLE. {7:3} AND SO THE HOLY WORKS PROSPERED, WHEN AGGEUS AND ZACHARIAS THE PROPHETS PROPHESIED. {7:4} AND THEY FINISHED THESE THINGS BY THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, AND WITH THE CONSENT OF CYRUS, DARIUS, AND ARTEXERXES, KINGS OF PERSIA. {7:5} AND THUS WAS THE HOLY HOUSE FINISHED IN THE THREE AND TWENTIETH DAY OF THE MONTH ADAR, IN THE SIXTH YEAR OF DARIUS KING OF THE PERSIANS {7:6} AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, THE PRIESTS, AND THE LEVITES, AND OTHERS THAT WERE OF THE CAPTIVITY, THAT WERE ADDED UNTO THEM, DID ACCORDING TO THE THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF MOSES. {7:7} AND TO THE DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD THEY OFFERED A HUNDRED BULLOCKS TWO HUNDRED RAMS, FOUR HUNDRED LAMBS; {7:8} AND TWELVE GOATS FOR THE SIN OF ALL ISRAEL, ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THE CHIEF OF THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. {7:9} THE PRIESTS ALSO AND THE LEVITES STOOD ARRAYED IN THEIR VESTMENTS, ACCORDING TO THEIR KINDREDS, IN THE SERVICE OF THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF MOSES: AND THE PORTERS AT EVERY GATE. {7:10} AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT WERE OF THE CAPTIVITY HELD THE PASSOVER THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH, AFTER THAT THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES WERE SANCTIFIED. {7:11} THEY THAT WERE OF THE CAPTIVITY WERE NOT ALL SANCTIFIED TOGETHER: BUT THE LEVITES WERE ALL SANCTIFIED TOGETHER. {7:12} AND SO THEY OFFERED THE PASSOVER FOR ALL THEM OF THE CAPTIVITY, AND FOR THEIR BRETHREN THE PRIESTS, AND FOR THEMSELVES. {7:13} AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT CAME OUT OF THE CAPTIVITY DID EAT, EVEN ALL THEY THAT HAD SEPARATED THEMSELVES FROM THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND, AND SOUGHT THE LORD. {7:14} AND THEY KEPT THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD SEVEN DAYS, MAKING MERRY BEFORE THE LORD, {7:15} FOR THAT HE HAD TURNED THE COUNSEL OF THE KING OF ASSYRIA TOWARD THEM, TO STRENGTHEN THEIR HANDS IN THE WORKS OF THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL. 
{8:1} AND AFTER THESE THINGS, WHEN ARTEXERXES THE KING OF THE PERSIANS REIGNED CAME ESDRAS THE SON OF SARAIAS, THE SON OF EZERIAS, THE SON OF HELCHIAH, THE SON OF SALUM, {8:2} THE SON OF SADDUC, THE SON OF ACHITOB, THE SON OF AMARIAS, THE SON OF EZIAS, THE SON OF MEREMOTH, THE SON OF ZARAIAS, THE SON OF SAVIAS, THE SON OF BOCCAS, THE SON OF ABISUM, THE SON OF PHINEES, THE SON OF ELEAZAR, THE SON OF AARON THE CHIEF PRIEST. {8:3} THIS ESDRAS WENT UP FROM BABYLON, AS A SCRIBE, BEING VERY READY IN THE LAW OF MOSES, THAT WAS GIVEN BY THE GOD OF ISRAEL. {8:4} AND THE KING DID HIM HONOUR: FOR HE FOUND GRACE IN HIS SIGHT IN ALL HIS REQUESTS. {8:5} THERE WENT UP WITH HIM ALSO CERTAIN OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, OF THE PRIEST OF THE LEVITES, OF THE HOLY SINGERS, PORTERS, AND MINISTERS OF THE TEMPLE, UNTO JERUSALEM, {8:6} IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF ARTEXERXES, IN THE FIFTH MONTH, THIS WAS THE KING’S SEVENTH YEAR; FOR THEY WENT FROM BABYLON IN THE FIRST DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH, AND CAME TO JERUSALEM, ACCORDING TO THE PROSPEROUS JOURNEY WHICH THE LORD GAVE THEM. {8:7} FOR ESDRAS HAD VERY GREAT SKILL, SO THAT HE OMITTED NOTHING OF THE LAW AND COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, BUT TAUGHT ALL ISRAEL THE ORDINANCES AND JUDGMENTS. {8:8} NOW THE COPY OF THE COMMISSION, WHICH WAS WRITTEN FROM ARTEXERXES THE KING, AND CAME TO ESDRAS THE PRIEST AND READER OF THE LAW OF THE LORD, IS THIS THAT FOLLOWETH; {8:9} KING ARTEXERXES UNTO ESDRAS THE PRIEST AND READER OF THE LAW OF THE LORD SENDETH GREETING: {8:10} HAVING DETERMINED TO DEAL GRACIOUSLY, I HAVE GIVEN ORDER, THAT SUCH OF THE NATION OF THE JEWS, AND OF THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES BEING WITHIN OUR REALM, AS ARE WILLING AND DESIROUS SHOULD GO WITH THEE UNTO JERUSALEM. {8:11} AS MANY THEREFORE AS HAVE A MIND THEREUNTO, LET THEM DEPART WITH THEE, AS IT HATH SEEMED GOOD BOTH TO ME AND MY SEVEN FRIENDS THE COUNSELLORS; {8:12} THAT THEY MAY LOOK UNTO THE AFFAIRS OF JUDEA AND JERUSALEM, AGREEABLY TO THAT WHICH IS IN THE LAW OF THE LORD; {8:13} AND CARRY THE GIFTS UNTO THE LORD OF ISRAEL TO JERUSALEM, WHICH I AND MY FRIENDS HAVE VOWED, AND ALL THE GOLD AND SILVER THAT IN THE COUNTRY OF BABYLON CAN BE FOUND, TO THE LORD IN JERUSALEM, {8:14} WITH THAT ALSO WHICH IS GIVEN OF THE PEOPLE FOR THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD THEIR GOD AT JERUSALEM: AND THAT SILVER AND GOLD MAY BE COLLECTED FOR BULLOCKS, RAMS, AND LAMBS, AND THINGS THEREUNTO APPERTAINING; {8:15} TO THE END THAT THEY MAY OFFER SACRIFICES UNTO THE LORD UPON THE ALTAR OF THE LORD THEIR GOD, WHICH IS IN JERUSALEM. {8:16} AND WHATSOEVER THOU AND THY BRETHREN WILL DO WITH THE SILVER AND GOLD, THAT DO, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THY GOD. {8:17} AND THE HOLY VESSELS OF THE LORD, WHICH ARE GIVEN THEE FOR THE USE OF THE TEMPLE OF THY GOD, WHICH IS IN JERUSALEM, THOU SHALT SET BEFORE THY GOD IN JERUSALEM. {8:18} AND WHATSOEVER THING ELSE THOU SHALT REMEMBER FOR THE USE OF THE TEMPLE OF THY GOD, THOU SHALT GIVE IT OUT OF THE KING’S TREASURY. {8:19} AND I KING ARTEXERXES HAVE ALSO COMMANDED THE KEEPERS OF THE TREASURES IN SYRIA AND PHENICE, THAT WHATSOEVER ESDRAS THE PRIEST AND THE READER OF THE LAW OF THE MOST HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH] SHALL SEND FOR, THEY SHOULD GIVE IT HIM WITH SPEED, {8:20} TO THE SUM OF A HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER, LIKEWISE ALSO OF WHEAT EVEN TO AN HUNDRED CORS, AND AN HUNDRED PIECES OF WINE, AND OTHER THINGS IN ABUNDANCE. {8:21} LET ALL THINGS BE PERFORMED AFTER THE LAW OF GOD DILIGENTLY UNTO THE MOST-HIGH GOD [JEHOVAH], THAT WRATH COME NOT UPON THE KINGDOM OF THE KING AND HIS SONS. {8:22} I COMMAND YOU ALSO, THAT YE REQUIRE NO TAX, NOR ANY OTHER IMPOSITION, OF ANY OF THE PRIESTS, OR LEVITES, OR HOLY SINGERS, OR PORTERS, OR MINISTERS OF THE TEMPLE, OR OF ANY THAT HAVE DOINGS IN THIS TEMPLE, AND THAT NO MAN HAVE AUTHORITY TO IMPOSE ANY THING UPON THEM. {8:23} AND THOU, ESDRAS, ACCORDING TO THE WISDOM OF GOD ORDAIN JUDGES AND JUSTICES, THAT THEY MAY JUDGE IN ALL SYRIA AND PHENICE ALL THOSE THAT KNOW THE LAW OF THY GOD; AND THOSE THAT KNOW IT NOT THOU SHALT TEACH. {8:24} AND WHOSOEVER SHALL TRANSGRESS THE LAW OF THY GOD, AND OF THE KING, SHALL BE PUNISHED DILIGENTLY, WHETHER IT BE BY DEATH, OR OTHER PUNISHMENT, BY PENALTY OF MONEY, OR BY IMPRISONMENT. {8:25} THEN SAID ESDRAS THE SCRIBE, BLESSED BE THE ONLY LORD GOD OF MY FATHERS, WHO HATH PUT THESE THINGS INTO THE HEART OF THE KING, TO GLORIFY HIS HOUSE THAT IS IN JERUSALEM: {8:26} AND HATH HONOURED ME IN THE SIGHT OF THE KING, AND HIS COUNSELLORS, AND ALL HIS FRIENDS AND NOBLES. {8:27} THEREFORE WAS I ENCOURAGED BY THE HELP OF THE LORD MY GOD, AND GATHERED TOGETHER MEN OF ISRAEL TO GO UP WITH ME. {8:28} AND THESE ARE THE CHIEF ACCORDING TO THEIR FAMILIES AND SEVERAL DIGNITIES, THAT WENT UP WITH ME FROM BABYLON IN THE REIGN OF KING ARTEXERXES: {8:29} OF THE SONS OF PHINEES, GERSON: OF THE SONS OF ITHAMAR, GAMAEL: OF THE SONS OF DAVID, LETTUS THE SON OF SECHENIAS: {8:30} OF THE SONS OF PHAREZ, ZACHARIAS; AND WITH HIM WERE COUNTED AN HUNDRED AND FIFTY MEN: {8:31} OF THE SONS OF PAHATH MOAB, ELIAONIAS, THE SON OF ZARAIAS, AND WITH HIM TWO HUNDRED MEN: {8:32} OF THE SONS OF ZATHOE, SECHENIAS THE SON OF JEZELUS, AND WITH HIM THREE HUNDRED MEN: OF THE SONS OF ADIN, OBETH THE SON OF JONATHAN, AND WITH HIM TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY MEN: {8:33} OF THE SONS OF ELAM, JOSIAS SON OF GOTHOLIAS, AND WITH HIM SEVENTY MEN: {8:34} OF THE SONS OF SAPHATIAS, ZARAIAS SON OF MICHAEL, AND WITH HIM THREESCORE AND TEN MEN: {8:35} OF THE SONS OF JOAB, ABADIAS SON OF JEZELUS, AND WITH HIM TWO HUNDRED AND TWELVE MEN: {8:36} OF THE SONS OF BANID, ASSALIMOTH SON OF JOSAPHIAS, AND WITH HIM AN HUNDRED AND THREESCORE MEN: {8:37} OF THE SONS OF BABI, ZACHARIAS SON OF BEBAI, AND WITH HIM TWENTY AND EIGHT MEN: {8:38} OF THE SONS OF ASTATH, JOHANNES SON OF ACATAN, AND WITH HIM AN HUNDRED AND TEN MEN: {8:39} OF THE SONS OF ADONIKAM THE LAST, AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF THEM, ELIPHALET, JEWEL, AND SAMAIAS, AND WITH THEM SEVENTY MEN: {8:40} OF THE SONS OF BAGO, UTHI THE SON OF ISTALCURUS, AND WITH HIM SEVENTY MEN. {8:41} AND THESE I GATHERED TOGETHER TO THE RIVER CALLED THERAS, WHERE WE PITCHED OUR TENTS THREE DAYS: AND THEN I SURVEYED THEM. {8:42} BUT WHEN I HAD FOUND THERE NONE OF THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, {8:43} THEN SENT I UNTO ELEAZAR, AND IDUEL, AND MASMAN, {8:44} AND ALNATHAN, AND MAMAIAS, AND JORIBAS, AND NATHAN, EUNATAN, ZACHARIAS, AND MOSOLLAMON, PRINCIPAL MEN AND LEARNED. {8:45} AND I BADE THEM THAT THEY SHOULD GO UNTO SADDEUS THE CAPTAIN, WHO WAS IN THE PLACE OF THE TREASURY: {8:46} AND COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD SPEAK UNTO DADDEUS, AND TO HIS BRETHREN, AND TO THE TREASURERS IN THAT PLACE, TO SEND US SUCH MEN AS MIGHT EXECUTE THE PRIESTS’ OFFICE IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD. {8:47} AND BY THE MIGHTY HAND OF OUR LORD THEY BROUGHT UNTO US SKILFUL MEN OF THE SONS OF MOLI THE SON OF LEVI, THE SON OF ISRAEL, ASEBEBIA, AND HIS SONS, AND HIS BRETHREN, WHO WERE EIGHTEEN. {8:48} AND ASEBIA, AND ANNUS, AND OSAIAS HIS BROTHER, OF THE SONS OF CHANNUNEUS, AND THEIR SONS, WERE TWENTY MEN. {8:49} AND OF THE SERVANTS OF THE TEMPLE WHOM DAVID HAD ORDAINED, AND THE PRINCIPAL MEN FOR THE SERVICE OF THE LEVITES TO WIT, THE SERVANTS OF THE TEMPLE TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY, THE CATALOGUE OF WHOSE NAMES WERE SHEWED. {8:50} AND THERE I VOWED A FAST UNTO THE YOUNG MEN BEFORE OUR LORD, TO DESIRE OF HIM A PROSPEROUS JOURNEY BOTH FOR US AND THEM THAT WERE WITH US, FOR OUR CHILDREN, AND FOR THE CATTLE: {8:51} FOR I WAS ASHAMED TO ASK THE KING FOOTMEN, AND HORSEMEN, AND CONDUCT FOR SAFEGUARD AGAINST OUR ADVERSARIES. {8:52} FOR WE HAD SAID UNTO THE KING, THAT THE POWER OF THE LORD OUR GOD SHOULD BE WITH THEM THAT SEEK HIM, TO SUPPORT THEM IN ALL WAYS. {8:53} AND AGAIN WE BESOUGHT OUR LORD AS TOUCHING THESE THINGS, AND FOUND HIM FAVOURABLE UNTO US. {8:54} THEN I SEPARATED TWELVE, OF THE CHIEF, OF THE PRIESTS, ESEBRIAS, AND ASSANIAS, AND TEN MEN OF THEIR BRETHREN WITH THEM: {8:55} AND I WEIGHED THEM THE GOLD, AND THE SILVER, AND THE HOLY VESSELS OF THE HOUSE OF OUR LORD, WHICH THE KING, AND HIS COUNCIL, AND THE PRINCES, AND ALL ISRAEL, HAD GIVEN. {8:56} AND WHEN I HAD WEIGHED IT, I DELIVERED UNTO THEM SIX HUNDRED AND FIFTY TALENTS OF SILVER, AND SILVER VESSELS OF A HUNDRED TALENTS, AND A HUNDRED TALENTS OF GOLD, {8:57} AND TWENTY GOLDEN VESSELS, AND TWELVE VESSELS OF BRASS, EVEN OF FINE BRASS, GLITTERING LIKE GOLD. {8:58} AND I SAID UNTO THEM, BOTH YE ARE HOLY UNTO THE LORD, AND THE VESSELS ARE HOLY, AND THE GOLD AND THE SILVER, IS A VOW UNTO THE LORD, THE LORD OF OUR FATHERS. {8:59} WATCH YE, AND KEEP THEM TILL YE DELIVER THEM TO THE CHIEF OF THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, AND TO THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF THE FAMILIES OF ISRAEL, IN JERUSALEM, INTO THE CHAMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF OUR GOD. {8:60} SO THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, WHO HAD RECEIVED THE SILVER AND THE GOLD AND THE VESSELS, BROUGHT THEM UNTO JERUSALEM, INTO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. {8:61} AND FROM THE RIVER THERAS WE DEPARTED THE TWELFTH DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH, AND CAME TO JERUSALEM BY THE MIGHTY HAND OF OUR LORD, WHICH WAS WITH US: AND FROM THE BEGINNING OF OUR JOURNEY THE LORD DELIVERED US FROM EVERY ENEMY, AND SO WE CAME TO JERUSALEM. {8:62} AND WHEN WE HAD BEEN THERE THREE DAYS, THE GOLD AND SILVER THAT WAS WEIGHED WAS DELIVERED IN THE HOUSE OF OUR LORD ON THE FOURTH DAY UNTO MARMOTH THE PRIEST THE SON OF IRI. {8:63} AND WITH HIM WAS ELEAZAR THE SON OF PHINEES, AND WITH THEM WERE JOSABAD THE SON OF JESU AND MOETH THE SON OF SABBAN, LEVITES: ALL WAS DELIVERED THEM BY NUMBER AND WEIGHT. {8:64} AND ALL THE WEIGHT OF THEM WAS WRITTEN UP THE SAME HOUR. {8:65} MOREOVER THEY THAT WERE COME OUT OF THE CAPTIVITY OFFERED SACRIFICE UNTO THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, EVEN TWELVE BULLOCKS FOR ALL ISRAEL, FOURSCORE AND SIXTEEN RAMS, {8:66} THREESCORE AND TWELVE LAMBS, GOATS FOR A PEACE OFFERING, TWELVE; ALL OF THEM A SACRIFICE TO THE LORD. {8:67} AND THEY DELIVERED THE KING’S COMMANDMENTS UNTO THE KING’S STEWARDS’ AND TO THE GOVERNORS OF CELOSYRIA AND PHENICE; AND THEY HONOURED THE PEOPLE AND THE TEMPLE OF GOD. {8:68} NOW WHEN THESE THINGS WERE DONE, THE RULERS CAME UNTO ME, AND SAID, {8:69} THE NATION OF ISRAEL, THE PRINCES, THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, HAVE NOT PUT AWAY FROM THEM THE STRANGE PEOPLE OF THE LAND, NOR THE POLLUTIONS OF THE GENTILES TO WIT, OF THE CANAANITES, HITTITES, PHERESITES, JEBUSITES, AND THE MOABITES, EGYPTIANS, AND EDOMITES. {8:70} FOR BOTH THEY AND THEIR SONS HAVE MARRIED WITH THEIR DAUGHTERS, AND THE HOLY SEED IS MIXED WITH THE STRANGE PEOPLE OF THE LAND; AND FROM THE BEGINNING OF THIS MATTER THE RULERS AND THE GREAT MEN HAVE BEEN PARTAKERS OF THIS INIQUITY. {8:71} AND AS SOON AS I HAD HEARD THESE THINGS, I RENT MY CLOTHES, AND THE HOLY GARMENT, AND PULLED OFF THE HAIR FROM OFF MY HEAD AND BEARD, AND SAT ME DOWN SAD AND VERY HEAVY. {8:72} SO ALL THEY THAT WERE THEN MOVED AT THE WORD OF THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL ASSEMBLED UNTO ME, WHILST I MOURNED FOR THE INIQUITY: BUT I SAT STILL FULL OF HEAVINESS UNTIL THE EVENING SACRIFICE. {8:73} THEN RISING UP FROM THE FAST WITH MY CLOTHES AND THE HOLY GARMENT RENT, AND BOWING MY KNEES, AND STRETCHING FORTH MY HANDS UNTO THE LORD, {8:74} I SAID, O LORD, I AM CONFOUNDED AND ASHAMED BEFORE THY FACE; {8:75} FOR OUR SINS ARE MULTIPLIED ABOVE OUR HEADS, AND OUR IGNORANCES HAVE REACHED UP UNTO HEAVEN. {8:76} FOR EVER SINCE THE TIME OF OUR FATHERS WE HAVE BEEN AND ARE IN GREAT SIN, EVEN UNTO THIS DAY. {8:77} AND FOR OUR SINS AND OUR FATHERS’ WE WITH OUR BRETHREN AND OUR KINGS AND OUR PRIESTS WERE GIVEN UP UNTO THE KINGS OF THE EARTH, TO THE SWORD, AND TO CAPTIVITY, AND FOR A PREY WITH SHAME, UNTO THIS DAY. {8:78} AND NOW IN SOME MEASURE HATH MERCY BEEN SHEWED UNTO US FROM THEE, O LORD, THAT THERE SHOULD BE LEFT US A ROOT AND A NAME IN THE PLACE OF THY SANCTUARY; {8:79} AND TO DISCOVER UNTO US A LIGHT IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD OUR GOD, AND TO GIVE US FOOD IN THE TIME OF OUR SERVITUDE. {8:80} YEA, WHEN WE WERE IN BONDAGE, WE WERE NOT FORSAKEN OF OUR LORD; BUT HE MADE US GRACIOUS BEFORE THE KINGS OF PERSIA, SO THAT THEY GAVE US FOOD; {8:81} YEA, AND HONOURED THE TEMPLE OF OUR LORD, AND RAISED UP THE DESOLATE SION, THAT THEY HAVE GIVEN US A SURE ABIDING IN JEWRY AND JERUSALEM. {8:82} AND NOW, O LORD, WHAT SHALL WE SAY, HAVING THESE THINGS? FOR WE HAVE TRANSGRESSED THY COMMANDMENTS, WHICH THOU GAVEST BY THE HAND OF THY SERVANTS THE PROPHETS, SAYING, {8:83} THAT THE LAND, WHICH YE ENTER INTO TO POSSESS AS A HERITAGE, IS A LAND POLLUTED WITH THE POLLUTIONS OF THE STRANGERS OF THE LAND, AND THEY HAVE FILLED IT WITH THEIR UNCLEANNESS. {8:84} THEREFORE NOW SHALL YE NOT JOIN YOUR DAUGHTERS UNTO THEIR SONS, NEITHER SHALL YE TAKE THEIR DAUGHTERS UNTO YOUR SONS. {8:85} MOREOVER YE SHALL NEVER SEEK TO HAVE PEACE WITH THEM, THAT YE MAY BE STRONG, AND EAT THE GOOD THINGS OF THE LAND, AND THAT YE MAY LEAVE THE INHERITANCE OF THE LAND UNTO YOUR CHILDREN FOR EVERMORE. {8:86} AND ALL THAT IS BEFALLEN IS DONE UNTO US FOR OUR WICKED WORKS AND GREAT SINS; FOR THOU, O LORD, DIDST MAKE OUR SINS LIGHT, {8:87} AND DIDST GIVE UNTO US SUCH A ROOT: BUT WE HAVE TURNED BACK AGAIN TO TRANSGRESS THY LAW, AND TO MINGLE OURSELVES WITH THE UNCLEANNESS OF THE NATIONS OF THE LAND. {8:88} MIGHTEST NOT THOU BE ANGRY WITH US TO DESTROY US, TILL THOU HADST LEFT US NEITHER ROOT, SEED, NOR NAME? {8:89} O LORD OF ISRAEL, THOU ART TRUE: FOR WE ARE LEFT A ROOT THIS DAY. {8:90} BEHOLD, NOW ARE WE BEFORE THEE IN OUR INIQUITIES, FOR WE CANNOT STAND ANY LONGER BY REASON OF THESE THINGS BEFORE THEE. {8:91} AND AS ESDRAS IN HIS PRAYER MADE HIS CONFESSION, WEEPING, AND LYING FLAT UPON THE GROUND BEFORE THE TEMPLE, THERE GATHERED UNTO HIM FROM JERUSALEM A VERY GREAT MULTITUDE OF MEN AND WOMEN AND CHILDREN: FOR THERE WAS GREAT WEEPING AMONG THE MULTITUDE. {8:92} THEN JECHONIAS THE SON OF JEELUS, ONE OF THE SONS OF ISRAEL, CALLED OUT, AND SAID, O ESDRAS, WE HAVE SINNED AGAINST THE LORD GOD, WE HAVE MARRIED STRANGE WOMEN OF THE NATIONS OF THE LAND, AND NOW IS ALL ISRAEL ALOFT. {8:93} LET US MAKE AN OATH TO THE LORD, THAT WE WILL PUT AWAY ALL OUR WIVES, WHICH WE HAVE TAKEN OF THE HEATHEN, WITH THEIR CHILDREN, {8:94} LIKE AS THOU HAST DECREED, AND AS MANY AS DO OBEY THE LAW OF THE LORD. {8:95} ARISE AND PUT IN EXECUTION: FOR TO THEE DOTH THIS MATTER, APPERTAIN, AND WE WILL BE WITH THEE: DO VALIANTLY. {8:96} SO ESDRAS AROSE, AND TOOK AN OATH OF THE CHIEF OF THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES OF ALL ISRAEL TO DO AFTER THESE THINGS; AND SO, THEY SWARE.
{9:1} THEN ESDRAS RISING FROM THE COURT OF THE TEMPLE WENT TO THE CHAMBER OF JOANAN THE SON OF ELIASIB, {9:2} AND REMAINED THERE, AND DID EAT NO MEAT NOR DRINK WATER, MOURNING FOR THE GREAT INIQUITIES OF THE MULTITUDE. {9:3} AND THERE WAS A PROCLAMATION IN ALL JEWRY AND JERUSALEM TO ALL THEM THAT WERE OF THE CAPTIVITY, THAT THEY SHOULD BE GATHERED TOGETHER AT JERUSALEM: {9:4} AND THAT WHOSOEVER MET NOT THERE WITHIN TWO OR THREE DAYS ACCORDING AS THE ELDERS THAT BARE RULE APPOINTED, THEIR CATTLE SHOULD BE SEIZED TO THE USE OF THE TEMPLE, AND HIMSELF CAST OUT FROM THEM THAT WERE OF THE CAPTIVITY. {9:5} AND IN THREE DAYS WERE ALL THEY OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH AND BENJAMIN GATHERED TOGETHER AT JERUSALEM THE TWENTIETH DAY OF THE NINTH MONTH. {9:6} AND ALL THE MULTITUDE SAT TREMBLING IN THE BROAD COURT OF THE TEMPLE BECAUSE OF THE PRESENT FOUL WEATHER. {9:7} SO ESDRAS AROSE UP, AND SAID UNTO THEM, YE HAVE TRANSGRESSED THE LAW IN MARRYING STRANGE WIVES, THEREBY TO INCREASE THE SINS OF ISRAEL. {9:8} AND NOW BY CONFESSING GIVE GLORY UNTO THE LORD GOD OF OUR FATHERS, {9:9} AND DO HIS WILL, AND SEPARATE YOURSELVES FROM THE HEATHEN OF THE LAND, AND FROM THE STRANGE WOMEN. {9:10} THEN CRIED THE WHOLE MULTITUDE, AND SAID WITH A LOUD VOICE, LIKE AS THOU HAST SPOKEN, SO WILL WE DO. {9:11} BUT FORASMUCH AS THE PEOPLE ARE MANY, AND IT IS FOUL WEATHER, SO THAT WE CANNOT STAND WITHOUT, AND THIS IS NOT A WORK OF A DAY OR TWO, SEEING OUR SIN IN THESE THINGS IS SPREAD FAR: {9:12} THEREFORE LET THE RULERS OF THE MULTITUDE STAY, AND LET ALL THEM OF OUR HABITATIONS THAT HAVE STRANGE WIVES COME AT THE TIME APPOINTED, {9:13} AND WITH THEM THE RULERS AND JUDGES OF EVERY PLACE, TILL WE TURN AWAY THE WRATH OF THE LORD FROM US FOR THIS MATTER. {9:14} THEN JONATHAN THE SON OF AZAEL AND EZECHIAS THE SON OF THEOCANUS ACCORDINGLY TOOK THIS MATTER UPON THEM: AND MOSOLLAM AND LEVIS AND SABBATHEUS HELPED THEM. {9:15} AND THEY THAT WERE OF THE CAPTIVITY DID ACCORDING TO ALL THESE THINGS. {9:16} AND ESDRAS THE PRIEST CHOSE UNTO HIM THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF THEIR FAMILIES, ALL BY NAME: AND IN THE FIRST DAY OF THE TENTH MONTH THEY SAT TOGETHER TO EXAMINE THE MATTER. {9:17} SO THEIR CAUSE THAT HELD STRANGE WIVES WAS BROUGHT TO AN END IN THE FIRST DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH. {9:18} AND OF THE PRIESTS THAT WERE COME TOGETHER, AND HAD STRANGE WIVES, THERE WERE FOUND: {9:19} OF THE SONS OF JESUS THE SON OF JOSEDEC, AND HIS BRETHREN; MATTHELAS AND ELEAZAR, AND JORIBUS AND JOADANUS. {9:20} AND THEY GAVE THEIR HANDS TO PUT AWAY THEIR WIVES AND TO OFFER RAMS TO MAKE RECONCILEMENT FOR THEIR ERRORS. {9:21} AND OF THE SONS OF EMMER; ANANIAS, AND ZABDEUS, AND EANES, AND SAMEIUS, AND HIEREEL, AND AZARIAS. {9:22} AND OF THE SONS OF PHAISUR; ELIONAS, MASSIAS ISRAEL, AND NATHANAEL, AND OCIDELUS AND TALSAS. {9:23} AND OF THE LEVITES; JOZABAD, AND SEMIS, AND COLIUS, WHO WAS CALLED CALITAS, AND PATHEUS, AND JUDAS, AND JONAS. {9:24} OF THE HOLY SINGERS; ELEAZURUS, BACCHURUS.    {9:25} OF THE PORTERS; SALLUMUS, AND TOLBANES. {9:26} OF THEM OF ISRAEL, OF THE SONS OF PHOROS; HIERMAS, AND EDDIAS, AND MELCHIAS, AND MAELUS, AND ELEAZAR, AND ASIBIAS, AND BAANIAS. {9:27} OF THE SONS OF ELA; MATTHANIAS, ZACHARIAS, AND HIERIELUS, AND HIEREMOTH, AND AEDIAS. {9:28} AND OF THE SONS OF ZAMOTH; ELIADAS, ELISIMUS, OTHONIAS, JARIMOTH, AND SABATUS, AND SARDEUS. {9:29} OF THE SONS OF BABAI; JOHANNES, AND ANANIAS AND JOSABAD, AND AMATHEIS. {9:30} OF THE SONS OF MANI; OLAMUS, MAMUCHUS, JEDEUS, JASUBUS, JASAEL, AND HIEREMOTH. {9:31} AND OF THE SONS OF ADDI; NAATHUS, AND MOOSIAS, LACUNUS, AND NAIDUS, AND MATHANIAS, AND SESTHEL, BALNUUS, AND MANASSEAS. {9:32} AND OF THE SONS OF ANNAS; ELIONAS AND ASEAS, AND MELCHIAS, AND SABBEUS, AND SIMON CHOSAMEUS. {9:33} AND OF THE SONS OF ASOM; ALTANEUS, AND MATTHIAS, AND BAANAIA, ELIPHALET, AND MANASSES, AND SEMEI. {9:34} AND OF THE SONS OF MAANI; JEREMIAS, MOMDIS, OMAERUS, JUEL, MABDAI, AND PELIAS, AND ANOS, CARABASION, AND ENASIBUS, AND MAMNITANAIMUS, ELIASIS, BANNUS, ELIALI, SAMIS, SELEMIAS, NATHANIAS: AND OF THE SONS OF OZORA; SESIS, ESRIL, AZAELUS, SAMATUS, ZAMBIS, JOSEPHUS. {9:35} AND OF THE SONS OF ETHMA; MAZITIAS, ZABADAIAS, EDES, JUEL, BANAIAS. {9:36} ALL THESE HAD TAKEN STRANGE WIVES, AND THEY PUT THEM AWAY WITH THEIR CHILDREN. {9:37} AND THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, AND THEY THAT WERE OF ISRAEL, DWELT IN JERUSALEM, AND IN THE COUNTRY, IN THE FIRST DAY OF THE SEVENTH MONTH: SO, THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WERE IN THEIR HABITATIONS. {9:38} AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE CAME TOGETHER WITH ONE ACCORD INTO THE BROAD PLACE OF THE HOLY PORCH TOWARD THE EAST: {9:39} AND THEY SPAKE UNTO ESDRAS THE PRIEST AND READER, THAT HE WOULD BRING THE LAW OF MOSES, THAT WAS GIVEN OF THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL. {9:40} SO ESDRAS THE CHIEF PRIEST BROUGHT THE LAW UNTO THE WHOLE MULTITUDE FROM MAN TO WOMAN, AND TO ALL THE PRIESTS, TO HEAR LAW IN THE FIRST DAY OF THE SEVENTH MONTH. {9:41} AND HE READ IN THE BROAD COURT BEFORE THE HOLY PORCH FROM MORNING UNTO MIDDAY, BEFORE BOTH MEN AND WOMEN; AND THE MULTITUDE GAVE HEED UNTO THE LAW. {9:42} AND ESDRAS THE PRIEST AND READER OF THE LAW STOOD UP UPON A PULPIT OF WOOD, WHICH WAS MADE FOR THAT PURPOSE. {9:43} AND THERE STOOD UP BY HIM MATTATHIAS, SAMMUS, ANANIAS, AZARIAS, URIAS, EZECIAS, BALASAMUS, UPON THE RIGHT HAND: {9:44} AND UPON HIS LEFT HAND STOOD PHALDAIUS, MISAEL, MELCHIAS, LOTHASUBUS, AND NABARIAS. {9:45} THEN TOOK ESDRAS THE BOOK OF THE LAW BEFORE THE MULTITUDE: FOR HE SAT HONOURABLY IN THE FIRST PLACE IN THE SIGHT OF THEM ALL. {9:46} AND WHEN HE OPENED THE LAW, THEY STOOD ALL STRAIGHT UP. SO, ESDRAS BLESSED THE LORD GOD MOST HIGH, THE GOD OF HOSTS, ALMIGHTY. {9:47} AND ALL THE PEOPLE ANSWERED, AMEN AND LIFTING UP THEIR HANDS THEY FELL TO THE GROUND, AND WORSHIPPED THE LORD. {9:48} ALSO JESUS, ANUS, SARABIAS, ADINUS, JACUBUS, SABATEAS, AUTEAS, MAIANEAS, AND CALITAS, ASRIAS, AND JOAZABDUS, AND ANANIAS, BIATAS, THE LEVITES, TAUGHT THE LAW OF THE LORD, MAKING THEM WITHAL TO UNDERSTAND IT. {9:49} THEN SPAKE ATTHARATES UNTO ESDRAS THE CHIEF PRIEST. AND READER, AND TO THE LEVITES THAT TAUGHT THE MULTITUDE, EVEN TO ALL, SAYING, {9:50} THIS DAY IS HOLY UNTO THE LORD; (FOR THEY ALL WEPT WHEN THEY HEARD THE LAW:) {9:51} GO THEN, AND EAT THE FAT, AND DRINK THE SWEET, AND SEND PART TO THEM THAT HAVE NOTHING; {9:52} FOR THIS DAY IS HOLY UNTO THE LORD: AND BE NOT SORROWFUL; FOR THE LORD WILL BRING YOU TO HONOUR. {9:53} SO THE LEVITES PUBLISHED ALL THINGS TO THE PEOPLE, SAYING, THIS DAY IS HOLY TO THE LORD; BE NOT SORROWFUL. {9:54} THEN WENT THEY THEIR WAY, EVERY ONE TO EAT AND DRINK, AND MAKE MERRY, AND TO GIVE PART TO THEM THAT HAD NOTHING, AND TO MAKE GREAT CHEER; {9:55} BECAUSE THEY UNDERSTOOD THE WORDS, WHEREIN THEY WERE INSTRUCTED, AND FOR THE WHICH THEY HAD BEEN ASSEMBLED. 
THE SECOND BOOK OF ESDRAS
{1:1} THE SECOND BOOK OF THE PROPHET ESDRAS, THE SON OF SARAIAS, THE SON OF AZARIAS, THE SON OF HELCHIAS, THE SON OF SADAMIAS, THE SOU OF SADOC, THE SON OF ACHITOB, {1:2} THE SON OF ACHIAS, THE SON OF PHINEES, THE SON OF HELI, THE SON OF AMARIAS, THE SON OF AZIEI, THE SON OF MARIMOTH, THE SON OF AND HE SPAKE UNTO THE OF BORITH, THE SON OF ABISEI, THE SON OF PHINEES, THE SON OF ELEAZAR, {1:3} THE SON OF AARON, OF THE TRIBE OF LEVI; WHICH WAS CAPTIVE IN THE LAND OF THE MEDES, IN THE REIGN OF ARTEXERXES KING OF THE PERSIANS. {1:4} AND THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME UNTO ME, SAYING, {1:5} GO THY WAY, AND SHEW MY PEOPLE THEIR SINFUL DEEDS, AND THEIR CHILDREN THEIR WICKEDNESS WHICH THEY HAVE DONE AGAINST ME; THAT THEY MAY TELL THEIR CHILDREN’S CHILDREN: {1:6} BECAUSE THE SINS OF THEIR FATHERS ARE INCREASED IN THEM: FOR THEY HAVE FORGOTTEN ME, AND HAVE OFFERED UNTO STRANGE GODS. {1:7} AM NOT I EVEN HE THAT BROUGHT THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, FROM THE HOUSE OF BONDAGE? BUT THEY HAVE PROVOKED ME UNTO WRATH, AND DESPISED MY COUNSELS. {1:8} PULL THOU OFF THEN THE HAIR OF THY HEAD, AND CAST ALL EVIL UPON THEM, FOR THEY HAVE NOT BEEN OBEDIENT UNTO MY LAW, BUT IT IS A REBELLIOUS PEOPLE. {1:9} HOW LONG SHALL I FORBEAR THEM, INTO WHOM I HAVE DONE SO MUCH GOOD? {1:10} MANY KINGS HAVE I DESTROYED FOR THEIR SAKES; PHARAOH WITH HIS SERVANTS AND ALL HIS POWER HAVE I SMITTEN DOWN. {1:11} ALL THE NATIONS HAVE I DESTROYED BEFORE THEM, AND IN THE, EAST I HAVE SCATTERED THE PEOPLE OF TWO PROVINCES, EVEN OF TYRUS AND SIDON, AND HAVE SLAIN ALL THEIR ENEMIES. {1:12} SPEAK THOU THEREFORE UNTO THEM, SAYING, THUS SAITH THE LORD, {1:13} I LED YOU THROUGH THE SEA AND IN THE BEGINNING GAVE YOU A LARGE AND SAFE PASSAGE; I GAVE YOU MOSES FOR A LEADER, AND AARON FOR A PRIEST. {1:14} I GAVE YOU LIGHT IN A PILLAR OF FIRE, AND GREAT WONDERS HAVE I DONE AMONG YOU; YET HAVE YE FORGOTTEN ME, SAITH THE LORD. {1:15} THUS SAITH THE ALMIGHTY LORD, THE QUAILS WERE AS A TOKEN TO YOU; I GAVE YOU TENTS FOR YOUR SAFEGUARD: NEVERTHELESS, YE MURMURED THERE, {1:16} AND TRIUMPHED NOT IN MY NAME FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF YOUR ENEMIES, BUT EVER TO THIS DAY DO YE YET MURMUR. {1:17} WHERE ARE THE BENEFITS THAT I HAVE DONE FOR YOU? WHEN YE WERE HUNGRY AND THIRSTY IN THE WILDERNESS, DID YE NOT CRY UNTO ME, {1:18} SAYING, WHY HAST THOU BROUGHT US INTO THIS WILDERNESS TO KILL US?  IT HAD BEEN BETTER FOR US TO HAVE SERVED THE EGYPTIANS, THAN TO DIE IN THIS WILDERNESS. {1:19} THEN HAD I PITY UPON YOUR MOURNINGS, AND GAVE YOU MANNA TO EAT; SO YE DID EAT ANGELS’ BREAD. {1:20} WHEN YE WERE THIRSTY, DID I NOT CLEAVE THE ROCK, AND WATERS FLOWED OUT TO YOUR FILL? FOR THE HEAT I COVERED YOU WITH THE LEAVES OF THE TREES. {1:21} I DIVIDED AMONG YOU A FRUITFUL LAND, I CAST OUT THE CANAANITES, THE PHEREZITES, AND THE PHILISTINES, BEFORE YOU: WHAT SHALL I YET DO MORE FOR YOU? SAITH THE LORD. {1:22} THUS SAITH THE ALMIGHTY LORD, WHEN YE WERE IN THE WILDERNESS, IN THE RIVER OF THE AMORITES, BEING ATHIRST, AND BLASPHEMING MY NAME, {1:23} I GAVE YOU NOT FIRE FOR YOUR BLASPHEMIES, BUT CAST A TREE IN THE WATER, AND MADE THE RIVER SWEET. {1:24} WHAT SHALL I DO UNTO THEE, O JACOB? THOU, JUDA, WOULDEST NOT OBEY ME: I WILL TURN ME TO OTHER NATIONS, AND UNTO THOSE WILL I GIVE MY NAME, THAT THEY MAY KEEP MY STATUTES. {1:25} SEEING YE HAVE FORSAKEN ME, I WILL FORSAKE YOU ALSO; WHEN YE DESIRE ME TO BE GRACIOUS UNTO YOU, I SHALL HAVE NO MERCY UPON YOU. {1:26} WHENSOEVER YE SHALL CALL UPON ME, I WILL NOT HEAR YOU:  FOR YE HAVE DEFILED YOUR HANDS WITH BLOOD, AND YOUR FEET ARE SWIFT TO COMMIT MANSLAUGHTER. {1:27} YE HAVE NOT AS IT WERE FORSAKEN ME, BUT YOUR OWN SELVES, SAITH THE LORD. {1:28} THUS SAITH THE ALMIGHTY LORD, HAVE I NOT PRAYED YOU AS A FATHER HIS SONS, AS A MOTHER HER DAUGHTERS, AND A NURSE HER YOUNG BABES, {1:29} THAT YE WOULD BE MY PEOPLE, AND I SHOULD BE YOUR GOD; THAT YE WOULD BE MY CHILDREN, AND I SHOULD BE YOUR FATHER? {1:30} I GATHERED YOU TOGETHER, AS A HEN GATHERETH HER CHICKENS UNDER HER WINGS: BUT NOW, WHAT SHALL I DO UNTO YOU? I WILL CAST YOU OUT FROM MY FACE. {1:31} WHEN YE OFFER UNTO ME, I WILL TURN MY FACE FROM YOU: FOR YOUR SOLEMN FEASTDAYS, YOUR NEW MOONS, AND YOUR CIRCUMCISIONS, HAVE I FORSAKEN. {1:32} I SENT UNTO YOU MY SERVANTS THE PROPHETS, WHOM YE HAVE TAKEN AND SLAIN, AND TORN THEIR BODIES IN PIECES, WHOSE BLOOD I WILL REQUIRE OF YOUR HANDS, SAITH THE LORD. {1:33} THUS SAITH THE ALMIGHTY LORD, YOUR, HOUSE IS DESOLATE, I WILL CAST YOU OUT AS THE WIND DOTH STUBBLE. {1:34} AND YOUR CHILDREN SHALL NOT BE FRUITFUL; FOR THEY HAVE DESPISED MY COMMANDMENT, AND DONE THE THING THAT IS AN EVIL BEFORE ME. {1:35} YOUR HOUSES WILL I GIVE TO A PEOPLE THAT SHALL COME; WHICH NOT HAVING HEARD OF ME YET SHALL BELIEVE ME; TO WHOM I HAVE SHEWED NO SIGNS, YET THEY SHALL DO THAT I HAVE COMMANDED THEM. {1:36} THEY HAVE SEEN NO PROPHETS, YET THEY SHALL CALL THEIR SINS TO REMEMBRANCE, AND ACKNOWLEDGE THEM. {1:37} I TAKE TO WITNESS THE GRACE OF THE PEOPLE TO COME, WHOSE LITTLE ONES REJOICE IN GLADNESS: AND THOUGH THEY HAVE NOT SEEN ME WITH BODILY EYES, YET IN SPIRIT THEY BELIEVE THE THING THAT I SAY. {1:38} AND NOW, BROTHER, BEHOLD WHAT GLORY; AND SEE THE PEOPLE THAT COME FROM THE EAST: {1:39} UNTO WHOM I WILL GIVE FOR LEADERS, ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, OSEAS, AMOS, AND MICHEAS, JOEL, ABDIAS, AND JONAS, {1:40} NAHUM, AND ABACUC, SOPHONIAS, AGGEUS, ZACHARY, AND MALACHY, WHICH IS CALLED ALSO AN ANGEL OF THE LORD. 
{2:1} THUS SAITH THE LORD, I BROUGHT THIS PEOPLE OUT OF BONDAGE, AND I GAVE THEM MY COMMANDMENTS BY MENSERVANTS THE PROPHETS; WHOM THEY WOULD NOT HEAR, BUT DESPISED MY COUNSELS. {2:2} THE MOTHER THAT BARE THEM SAITH UNTO THEM, GO YOUR WAY, YE CHILDREN; FOR I AM A WIDOW AND FORSAKEN. {2:3} I BROUGHT YOU UP WITH GLADNESS; BUT WITH SORROW AND HEAVINESS HAVE I LOST YOU: FOR YE HAVE SINNED BEFORE THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND DONE THAT THING THAT IS EVIL BEFORE HIM. {2:4} BUT WHAT SHALL I NOW DO UNTO YOU? I AM A WIDOW AND FORSAKEN: GO YOUR WAY, O MY CHILDREN, AND ASK MERCY OF THE LORD. {2:5} AS FOR ME, O FATHER [STEPHEN], I CALL UPON THEE FOR A WITNESS OVER THE MOTHER [VICTORIA] OF THESE CHILDREN, WHICH WOULD NOT KEEP MY COVENANT, {2:6} THAT THOU BRING THEM TO CONFUSION, AND THEIR MOTHER TO A SPOIL, THAT THERE MAY BE NO OFFSPRING OF THEM. {2:7} LET THEM BE SCATTERED ABROAD AMONG THE HEATHEN, LET THEIR NAMES BE PUT OUT OF THE EARTH: FOR THEY HAVE DESPISED MY COVENANT. {2:8} WOE BE UNTO THEE, ASSUR, THOU THAT HIDEST THE UNRIGHTEOUS IN THEE! O THOU WICKED PEOPLE, REMEMBER WHAT I DID UNTO SODOM AND GOMORRHA; {2:9} WHOSE LAND LIETH IN CLODS OF PITCH AND HEAPS OF ASHES: EVEN SO ALSO WILL I DO UNTO THEM THAT HEAR ME NOT, SAITH THE ALMIGHTY LORD. {2:10} THUS SAITH THE LORD UNTO ESDRAS, TELL MY PEOPLE THAT I WILL GIVE THEM THE KINGDOM OF JERUSALEM, WHICH I WOULD HAVE GIVEN UNTO ISRAEL. {2:11} THEIR GLORY ALSO WILL I TAKE UNTO ME, AND GIVE THESE THE EVERLASTING TABERNACLES, WHICH I HAD PREPARED FOR THEM. {2:12} THEY SHALL HAVE THE TREE OF LIFE FOR AN OINTMENT OF SWEET SAVOUR; THEY SHALL NEITHER LABOUR, NOR BE WEARY. {2:13} GO, AND YE SHALL RECEIVE: PRAY FOR FEW DAYS UNTO YOU, THAT THEY MAY BE SHORTENED: THE KINGDOM IS ALREADY PREPARED FOR YOU: WATCH. {2:14} TAKE HEAVEN AND EARTH TO WITNESS; FOR I HAVE BROKEN THE EVIL IN PIECES, AND CREATED THE GOOD: FOR I LIVE, SAITH THE LORD. {2:15} MOTHER, EMBRACE THY CHILDREN, AND BRING THEM UP WITH GLADNESS, MAKE THEIR FEET AS FAST AS A PILLAR: FOR I HAVE CHOSEN THEE, SAITH THE LORD. {2:16} AND THOSE THAT BE DEAD WILL I RAISE UP AGAIN FROM THEIR PLACES, AND BRING THEM OUT OF THE GRAVES: FOR I HAVE KNOWN MY NAME IN ISRAEL. {2:17} FEAR NOT, THOU MOTHER OF THE CHILDREN: FOR I HAVE CHOSEN THEE, SAITH THE LORD. {2:18} FOR THY HELP WILL I SEND MY SERVANTS ESAU AND JEREMY, AFTER WHOSE COUNSEL I HAVE SANCTIFIED AND PREPARED FOR THEE TWELVE TREES LADEN WITH DIVER’S FRUITS, {2:19} AND AS MANY FOUNTAINS FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY, AND SEVEN MIGHTY MOUNTAINS, WHEREUPON THERE GROW ROSES AND LILIES, WHEREBY I WILL FILL THY CHILDREN WITH JOY. {2:20} DO RIGHT TO THE WIDOW, JUDGE FOR THE FATHERLESS, GIVE TO THE POOR, DEFEND THE ORPHAN, CLOTHE THE NAKED, {2:21} HEAL THE BROKEN AND THE WEAK, LAUGH NOT A LAME MAN TO SCORN, DEFEND THE MAIMED, AND LET THE BLIND MAN COME INTO THE SIGHT OF MY CLEARNESS. {2:22} KEEP THE OLD AND YOUNG WITHIN THY WALLS. {2:23} WHERESOEVER THOU FINDEST THE DEAD, TAKE THEM AND BURY THEM, AND I WILL GIVE THEE THE FIRST PLACE IN MY RESURRECTION. {2:24} ABIDE STILL, O MY PEOPLE, AND TAKE THY REST, FOR THY QUIETNESS STILL COME. {2:25} NOURISH THY CHILDREN, O THOU GOOD NURSE; STABLISH THEIR FEET. {2:26} AS FOR THE SERVANTS WHOM I HAVE GIVEN THEE, THERE SHALL NOT ONE OF THEM PERISH; FOR I WILL REQUIRE THEM FROM AMONG THY NUMBER. {2:27} BE NOT WEARY: FOR WHEN THE DAY OF TROUBLE AND HEAVINESS COMETH, OTHERS SHALL WEEP AND BE SORROWFUL, BUT THOU SHALT BE MERRY AND HAVE ABUNDANCE. {2:28} THE HEATHEN SHALL ENVY THEE, BUT THEY SHALL BE ABLE TO DO NOTHING AGAINST THEE, SAITH THE LORD. {2:29} MY HANDS SHALL COVER THEE, SO THAT THY CHILDREN SHALL NOT SEE HELL. {2:30} BE JOYFUL, O THOU MOTHER, WITH THY CHILDREN; FOR I WILL DELIVER THEE, SAITH THE LORD. {2:31} REMEMBER THY CHILDREN THAT SLEEP, FOR I SHALL BRING THEM OUT OF THE SIDES OF THE EARTH, AND SHEW MERCY UNTO THEM: FOR I AM MERCIFUL, SAITH THE LORD ALMIGHTY. {2:32} EMBRACE THY CHILDREN UNTIL I COME AND SHEW MERCY UNTO THEM: FOR MY WELLS RUN OVER, AND MY GRACE SHALL NOT FAIL. {2:33} I ESDRAS RECEIVED A CHARGE OF THE LORD UPON THE MOUNT OREB, THAT I SHOULD GO UNTO ISRAEL; BUT WHEN I CAME UNTO THEM, THEY SET ME AT NOUGHT, AND DESPISED THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD. {2:34} AND THEREFORE I SAY UNTO YOU, O YE HEATHEN, THAT HEAR AND UNDERSTAND, LOOK FOR YOUR SHEPHERD, HE SHALL GIVE YOU EVERLASTING REST; FOR HE IS NIGH AT HAND, THAT SHALL COME IN THE END OF THE WORLD. {2:35} BE READY TO THE REWARD OF THE KINGDOM, FOR THE EVERLASTING LIGHT SHALL SHINE UPON YOU FOR EVERMORE. {2:36} FLEE THE SHADOW OF THIS WORLD, RECEIVE THE JOYFULNESS OF YOUR GLORY: I TESTIFY MY SAVIOUR OPENLY. {2:37} O RECEIVE THE GIFT THAT IS GIVEN YOU, AND BE GLAD, GIVING THANKS UNTO HIM THAT HATH LED YOU TO THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM. {2:38} ARISE UP AND STAND, BEHOLD THE NUMBER OF THOSE THAT BE SEALED IN THE FEAST OF THE LORD; {2:39} WHICH ARE DEPARTED FROM THE SHADOW OF THE WORLD, AND HAVE RECEIVED GLORIOUS GARMENTS OF THE LORD. {2:40} TAKE THY NUMBER, O SION, AND SHUT UP THOSE OF THINE THAT ARE CLOTHED IN WHITE, WHICH HAVE FULFILLED THE LAW OF THE LORD. {2:41} THE NUMBER OF THY CHILDREN, WHOM THOU LONGEDST FOR, IS FULFILLED: BESEECH THE POWER OF THE LORD, THAT THY PEOPLE, WHICH HAVE BEEN CALLED FROM THE BEGINNING, MAY BE HALLOWED. {2:42} I ESDRAS SAW UPON THE MOUNT SION A GREAT PEOPLE, WHOM I COULD NOT NUMBER, AND THEY ALL PRAISED THE LORD WITH SONGS. {2:43} AND IN THE MIDST OF THEM THERE WAS A YOUNG MAN OF A HIGH STATURE, TALLER THAN ALL THE REST, AND UPON EVERY ONE OF THEIR HEADS HE SET CROWNS, AND WAS MORE EXALTED; WHICH I MARVELLED AT GREATLY. {2:44} SO I ASKED THE ANGEL, AND SAID, SIR, WHAT ARE THESE? {2:45} HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME, THESE BE THEY THAT HAVE PUT OFF THE MORTAL CLOTHING, AND PUT ON THE IMMORTAL, AND HAVE CONFESSED THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD: NOW ARE THEY CROWNED, AND RECEIVE PALMS. {2:46} THEN SAID I UNTO THE ANGEL, WHAT YOUNG PERSON IS IT THAT CROWNETH THEM, AND GIVETH THEM PALMS IN THEIR HANDS? {2:47} SO HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME, IT IS THE SON OF GOD, WHOM THEY HAVE CONFESSED IN THE WORLD. THEN BEGAN I GREATLY TO COMMEND THEM THAT STOOD SO STIFFLY FOR THE NAME [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD. {2:48} THEN THE ANGEL SAID UNTO ME, GO THY WAY, AND TELL MY PEOPLE WHAT MANNER OF THINGS, AND HOW GREAT WONDERS OF THE LORD THY GOD, THOU HAST SEEN. 
{3:1} IN THE THIRTIETH YEAR AFTER THE RUIN OF THE CITY I WAS IN BABYLON, AND LAY TROUBLED UPON MY BED, AND MY THOUGHTS CAME UP OVER MY HEART: {3:2} FOR I SAW THE DESOLATION OF SION, AND THE WEALTH OF THEM THAT DWELT AT BABYLON. {3:3} AND MY SPIRIT WAS SORE MOVED, SO, THAT I BEGAN TO SPEAK WORDS FULL OF FEAR TO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND SAID, {3:4} O LORD, WHO BEAREST RULE, THOU SPAKEST AT THE BEGINNING, WHEN THOU DIDST PLANT THE EARTH, AND THAT THYSELF ALONE, AND COMMANDEDST THE PEOPLE, {3:5} AND GAVEST A BODY UNTO ADAM WITHOUT SOUL, WHICH WAS THE WORKMANSHIP OF THINE HANDS, AND DIDST BREATHE INTO HIM THE BREATH OF LIFE, AND HE WAS MADE LIVING BEFORE THEE. {3:6} AND THOU LEADEST HIM INTO PARADISE, WHICH THY RIGHT HAND HAD PLANTED, BEFORE EVER THE EARTH CAME FORWARD. {3:7} AND UNTO HIM THOU GAVEST COMMANDMENT TO LOVE THY WAY: WHICH HE TRANSGRESSED, AND IMMEDIATELY THOU APPOINTEDST DEATH IN HIM AND IN HIS GENERATIONS, OF WHOM CAME NATIONS, TRIBES, PEOPLE, AND KINDREDS, OUT OF NUMBER. {3:8} AND EVERY PEOPLE WALKED AFTER THEIR OWN WILL, AND DID WONDERFUL THINGS BEFORE THEE, AND DESPISED THY COMMANDMENTS. {3:9} AND AGAIN IN PROCESS OF TIME THOU BROUGHTEST THE FLOOD UPON THOSE THAT DWELT IN THE WORLD, AND DESTROYEDST THEM. {3:10} AND IT CAME TO PASS IN EVERY OF THEM, THAT AS DEATH WAS TO ADAM, SO WAS THE FLOOD TO THESE. {3:11} NEVERTHELESS ONE OF THEM THOU LEFTEST, NAMELY, NOAH WITH HIS HOUSEHOLD, OF WHOM CAME ALL RIGHTEOUS MEN. {3:12} AND IT HAPPENED, THAT WHEN THEY THAT DWELT UPON THE EARTH BEGAN TO MULTIPLY, AND HAD GOTTEN THEM MANY CHILDREN, AND WERE A GREAT PEOPLE, THEY BEGAN AGAIN TO BE MORE UNGODLY THAN THE FIRST. {3:13} NOW WHEN THEY LIVED SO WICKEDLY BEFORE THEE, THOU DIDST CHOOSE THEE A MAN FROM AMONG THEM, WHOSE NAME WAS ABRAHAM. {3:14} HIM THOU LOVEDST, AND UNTO HIM ONLY THOU SHEWEDST THY WILL: {3:15} AND MADEST AN EVERLASTING COVENANT WITH HIM, PROMISING HIM THAT THOU WOULDEST NEVER FORSAKE HIS SEED. {3:16} AND UNTO HIM THOU GAVEST ISAAC, AND UNTO ISAAC ALSO THOU GAVEST JACOB AND ESAU. AS FOR JACOB, THOU DIDST CHOOSE HIM TO THEE, AND PUT BY ESAU: AND SO, JACOB BECAME A GREAT MULTITUDE. {3:17} AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT WHEN THOU LEADEST HIS SEED OUT OF EGYPT, THOU BROUGHTEST THEM UP TO THE MOUNT SINAI. {3:18} AND BOWING THE HEAVENS, THOU DIDST SET FAST THE EARTH, MOVEDST THE WHOLE WORLD, AND MADEST THE DEPTHS TO TREMBLE, AND TROUBLEDST THE MEN OF THAT AGE. {3:19} AND THY GLORY WENT THROUGH FOUR GATES, OF FIRE, AND OF EARTHQUAKE, AND OF WIND, AND OF COLD; THAT THOU MIGHTEST GIVE THE LAW UNTO THE SEED OF JACOB, AND DILIGENCE UNTO THE GENERATION OF ISRAEL. {3:20} AND YET TOOKEST THOU NOT AWAY FROM THEM A WICKED HEART, THAT THY LAW MIGHT BRING FORTH FRUIT IN THEM. {3:21} FOR THE FIRST ADAM BEARING A WICKED HEART TRANSGRESSED, AND WAS OVERCOME; AND SO BE ALL THEY THAT ARE BORN OF HIM. {3:22} THUS INFIRMITY WAS MADE PERMANENT; AND THE LAW (ALSO) IN THE HEART OF THE PEOPLE WITH THE MALIGNITY OF THE ROOT; SO THAT THE GOOD DEPARTED AWAY, AND THE EVIL ABODE STILL. {3:23} SO THE TIMES PASSED AWAY, AND THE YEARS WERE BROUGHT TO AN END: THEN DIDST THOU RAISE THEE UP A SERVANT, CALLED DAVID: {3:24} WHOM THOU COMMANDEDST TO BUILD A CITY UNTO THY NAME, AND TO OFFER INCENSE AND OBLATIONS UNTO THEE THEREIN. {3:25} WHEN THIS WAS DONE MANY YEARS, THEN THEY THAT INHABITED THE CITY FORSOOK THEE, {3:26} AND IN ALL THINGS DID EVEN AS ADAM AND ALL HIS GENERATIONS HAD DONE: FOR THEY ALSO HAD A WICKED HEART: {3:27} AND SO THOU GAVEST THY CITY OVER INTO THE HANDS OF THINE ENEMIES. {3:28} ARE THEIR DEEDS THEN ANY BETTER THAT INHABIT BABYLON, THAT THEY SHOULD THEREFORE HAVE THE DOMINION OVER SION? {3:29} FOR WHEN I CAME THITHER, AND HAD SEEN IMPIETIES WITHOUT NUMBER, THEN MY SOUL SAW MANY EVILDOERS IN THIS THIRTIETH YEAR, SO THAT MY HEART FAILED ME. {3:30} FOR I HAVE SEEN HOW THOU SUFFEREST THEM SINNING, AND HAST SPARED WICKED DOERS: AND HAST DESTROYED THY PEOPLE, AND HAST PRESERVED THINE ENEMIES, AND HAST NOT SIGNIFIED IT. {3:31} I DO NOT REMEMBER HOW THIS WAY MAY BE LEFT: ARE THEY THEN OF BABYLON BETTER THAN THEY OF SION? {3:32} OR IS THERE ANY OTHER PEOPLE THAT KNOWETH THEE BESIDE ISRAEL? OR WHAT GENERATION HATH SO BELIEVED THY COVENANTS AS JACOB? {3:33} AND YET THEIR REWARD APPEARETH NOT, AND THEIR LABOUR HATH NO FRUIT: FOR I HAVE GONE HERE AND THERE THROUGH THE HEATHEN, AND I SEE THAT THEY FLOW IN WEALTH, AND THINK NOT UPON THY COMMANDMENTS. {3:34} WEIGH THOU THEREFORE OUR WICKEDNESS NOW IN THE BALANCE, AND THEIR’S ALSO THAT DWELL THE WORLD; AND SO, SHALL THY NAME NO WHERE BE FOUND BUT IN ISRAEL. {3:35} OR WHEN WAS IT THAT THEY WHICH DWELL UPON THE EARTH HAVE NOT SINNED IN THY SIGHT? OR WHAT PEOPLE HAVE SO KEPT THY COMMANDMENTS? {3:36} THOU SHALT FIND THAT ISRAEL BY NAME HATH KEPT THY PRECEPTS; BUT NOT THE HEATHEN. 
{4:1} AND THE ANGEL THAT WAS SENT UNTO ME, WHOSE NAME WAS URIEL, GAVE ME AN ANSWER, {4:2} AND SAID, THY HEART HATH GONE TO FAR IN THIS WORLD, AND THINKEST THOU TO COMPREHEND THE WAY OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]? {4:3} THEN SAID I, YEA, MY LORD. AND HE ANSWERED ME, AND SAID, I AM SENT TO SHEW THEE THREE WAYS, AND TO SET FORTH THREE SIMILITUDES BEFORE THEE: {4:4} WHEREOF IF THOU CANST DECLARE ME ONE, I WILL SHEW THEE ALSO THE WAY THAT THOU DESIREST TO SEE, AND I SHALL SHEW THEE FROM WHENCE THE WICKED HEART COMETH. {4:5} AND I SAID, TELL ON, MY LORD. THEN SAID HE UNTO ME, GO THY WAY, WEIGH ME THE WEIGHT OF THE FIRE, OR MEASURE ME THE BLAST OF THE WIND, OR CALL ME AGAIN THE DAY THAT IS PAST. {4:6} THEN ANSWERED I AND SAID, WHAT MAN IS ABLE TO DO THAT, THAT THOU SHOULDEST ASK SUCH THINGS OF ME? {4:7} AND HE SAID UNTO ME, IF I SHOULD ASK THEE HOW GREAT DWELLINGS ARE IN THE MIDST OF THE SEA, OR HOW MANY SPRINGS ARE IN THE BEGINNING OF THE DEEP, OR HOW MANY SPRINGS ARE ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT, OR WHICH ARE THE OUTGOINGS OF PARADISE: {4:8} PERADVENTURE THOU WOULDEST SAY UNTO ME, I NEVER WENT DOWN INTO THE DEEP, NOR AS YET INTO HELL, NEITHER DID I EVER CLIMB UP INTO HEAVEN. {4:9} NEVERTHELESS NOW HAVE I ASKED THEE BUT ONLY OF THE FIRE AND WIND, AND OF THE DAY WHERETHROUGH THOU HAST PASSED, AND OF THINGS FROM WHICH THOU CANST NOT BE SEPARATED, AND YET CANST THOU GIVE ME NO ANSWER OF THEM. {4:10} HE SAID MOREOVER UNTO ME, THINE OWN THINGS, AND SUCH AS ARE GROWN UP WITH THEE, CANST THOU NOT KNOW; {4:11} HOW SHOULD THY VESSEL THEN BE ABLE TO COMPREHEND THE WAY OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD], AND, THE WORLD BEING NOW OUTWARDLY CORRUPTED TO UNDERSTAND THE CORRUPTION THAT IS EVIDENT IN MY SIGHT? {4:12} THEN SAID I UNTO HIM, IT, WERE BETTER THAT WE WERE NOT AT ALL, THAN THAT WE SHOULD LIVE STILL IN WICKEDNESS, AND TO SUFFER, AND NOT TO KNOW WHEREFORE. {4:13} HE ANSWERED ME, AND SAID, I WENT INTO A FOREST INTO A PLAIN, AND THE TREES TOOK COUNSEL, {4:14} AND SAID, COME, LET US GO AND MAKE WAR AGAINST THE SEA THAT IT MAY DEPART AWAY BEFORE US, AND THAT WE MAY MAKE US MORE WOODS. {4:15} THE FLOODS OF THE SEA ALSO IN LIKE MANNER TOOK COUNSEL, AND SAID, COME, LET US GO UP AND SUBDUE THE WOODS OF THE PLAIN, THAT THERE ALSO WE MAY MAKE US ANOTHER COUNTRY. {4:16} THE THOUGHT OF THE WOOD WAS IN VAIN, FOR THE FIRE CAME AND CONSUMED IT. {4:17} THE THOUGHT OF THE FLOODS OF THE SEA CAME LIKEWISE TO NOUGHT, FOR THE SAND STOOD UP AND STOPPED THEM. {4:18} IF THOU WERT JUDGE NOW BETWIXT THESE TWO, WHOM WOULDEST THOU BEGIN TO JUSTIFY? OR WHOM WOULDEST THOU CONDEMN [DAMN]? {4:19} I ANSWERED AND SAID, VERILY IT IS A FOOLISH THOUGHT THAT THEY BOTH HAVE DEVISED, FOR THE GROUND IS GIVEN UNTO THE WOOD, AND THE SEA ALSO HATH HIS PLACE TO BEAR HIS FLOODS. {4:20} THEN ANSWERED HE ME, AND SAID, THOU HAST GIVEN A RIGHT JUDGMENT, BUT WHY JUDGEST THOU NOT THYSELF ALSO? {4:21} FOR LIKE AS THE GROUND IS GIVEN UNTO THE WOOD, AND THE SEA TO HIS FLOODS: EVEN SO THEY THAT DWELL UPON THE EARTH MAY UNDERSTAND NOTHING BUT THAT WHICH IS UPON THE EARTH: AND HE THAT DWELLETH ABOVE THE HEAVENS MAY ONLY UNDERSTAND THE THINGS THAT ARE ABOVE THE HEIGHT OF THE HEAVENS. {4:22} THEN ANSWERED I AND SAID, I BESEECH THEE, O LORD, LET ME HAVE UNDERSTANDING: {4:23} FOR IT WAS NOT MY MIND TO BE CURIOUS OF THE HIGH THINGS, BUT OF SUCH AS PASS BY US DAILY, NAMELY, WHEREFORE ISRAEL IS GIVEN UP AS A REPROACH TO THE HEATHEN, AND FOR WHAT CAUSE THE PEOPLE WHOM THOU HAST LOVED IS GIVEN OVER UNTO UNGODLY NATIONS, AND WHY THE LAW OF OUR FOREFATHERS IS BROUGHT TO NOUGHT, AND THE WRITTEN COVENANTS COME TO NONE EFFECT, {4:24} AND WE PASS AWAY OUT OF THE WORLD AS GRASSHOPPERS, AND OUR LIFE IS ASTONISHMENT AND FEAR, AND WE ARE NOT WORTHY TO OBTAIN MERCY. {4:25} WHAT WILL HE THEN DO UNTO HIS NAME WHEREBY WE ARE CALLED? OF THESE THINGS HAVE I ASKED. {4:26} THEN ANSWERED HE ME, AND SAID, THE MORE THOU SEARCHEST, THE MORE THOU SHALT MARVEL; FOR THE WORLD HASTETH FAST TO PASS AWAY, {4:27} AND CANNOT COMPREHEND THE THINGS THAT ARE PROMISED TO THE RIGHTEOUS IN TIME TO COME: FOR THIS WORLD IS FULL OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AND INFIRMITIES. {4:28} BUT AS CONCERNING THE THINGS WHEREOF THOU ASKEST ME, I WILL TELL THEE; FOR THE EVIL IS SOWN, BUT THE DESTRUCTION THEREOF IS NOT YET COME. {4:29} IF THEREFORE THAT WHICH IS SOWN BE NOT TURNED UPSIDE DOWN, AND IF THE PLACE WHERE THE EVIL IS SOWN PASS NOT AWAY, THEN CANNOT IT COME THAT IS SOWN WITH GOOD. {4:30} FOR THE GRAIN OF EVIL SEED HATH BEEN SOWN IN THE HEART OF ADAM FROM THE BEGINNING, AND HOW MUCH UNGODLINESS HATH IT BROUGHT UP UNTO THIS TIME? AND HOW MUCH SHALL IT YET BRING FORTH UNTIL THE TIME OF THRESHING COME? {4:31} PONDER NOW BY THYSELF, HOW GREAT FRUIT OF WICKEDNESS THE GRAIN OF EVIL SEED HATH BROUGHT FORTH. {4:32} AND WHEN THE EARS SHALL BE CUT DOWN, WHICH ARE WITHOUT NUMBER, HOW GREAT A FLOOR SHALL THEY FILL? {4:33} THEN I ANSWERED AND SAID, HOW, AND WHEN SHALL THESE THINGS COME TO PASS? WHEREFORE ARE OUR YEARS FEW AND EVIL? {4:34} AND HE ANSWERED ME, SAYING, DO NOT THOU HASTEN ABOVE THE [TOP HIGHER THAN] MOST-HIGHEST [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: FOR THY HASTE IS IN VAIN TO BE ABOVE HIM, FOR THOU HAST MUCH EXCEEDED. {4:35} DID NOT THE SOULS ALSO OF THE RIGHTEOUS ASK QUESTION OF THESE THINGS IN THEIR CHAMBERS, SAYING, HOW LONG SHALL I HOPE ON THIS FASHION? WHEN COMETH THE FRUIT OF THE FLOOR OF OUR REWARD? {4:36} AND UNTO THESE THINGS URIEL THE ARCHANGEL GAVE THEM ANSWER, AND SAID, EVEN WHEN THE NUMBER OF SEEDS IS FILLED IN YOU: FOR HE HATH WEIGHED THE WORLD IN THE BALANCE. {4:37} BY MEASURE HATH HE MEASURED THE TIMES; AND BY NUMBER HATH HE NUMBERED THE TIMES; AND HE DOTH NOT MOVE NOR STIR THEM, UNTIL THE SAID MEASURE BE FULFILLED. {4:38} THEN ANSWERED I AND SAID, O LORD THAT BEAREST RULE, EVEN WE ALL ARE FULL OF IMPIETY. {4:39} AND FOR OUR SAKES PERADVENTURE IT IS THAT THE FLOORS OF THE RIGHTEOUS ARE NOT FILLED, BECAUSE OF THE SINS OF THEM THAT DWELL UPON THE EARTH. {4:40} SO HE ANSWERED ME, AND SAID, GO THY WAY TO A WOMAN WITH CHILD, AND ASK OF HER WHEN SHE HATH FULFILLED HER NINE MONTHS, IF HER WOMB MAY KEEP THE BIRTH ANY LONGER WITHIN HER. {4:41} THEN SAID I, NO, LORD, THAT CAN SHE NOT. AND HE SAID UNTO ME, IN THE GRAVE THE CHAMBERS OF SOULS ARE LIKE THE WOMB OF A WOMAN: {4:42} FOR LIKE AS A WOMAN THAT TRAVAILETH MAKETH HASTE TO ESCAPE THE NECESSITY OF THE TRAVAIL: EVEN SO DO THESE PLACES HASTE TO DELIVER THOSE THINGS THAT ARE COMMITTED UNTO THEM. {4:43} FROM THE BEGINNING, LOOK, WHAT THOU DESIREST TO SEE, IT SHALL BE SHEWED THEE. {4:44} THEN ANSWERED I AND SAID, IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOUR IN THY SIGHT, AND IF IT BE POSSIBLE, AND IF I BE MEET THEREFORE, {4:45} SHEW ME THEN WHETHER THERE BE MORE TO COME THAN IS PAST, OR MORE PAST THAN IS TO COME. {4:46} WHAT IS PAST I KNOW, BUT WHAT IS FOR TO COME I KNOW NOT. {4:47} AND HE SAID UNTO ME, STAND UP UPON THE RIGHT SIDE, AND I SHALL EXPOUND THE SIMILITUDE UNTO THEE. {4:48} SO I STOOD, AND SAW, AND, BEHOLD, A HOT BURNING OVEN PASSED BY BEFORE ME: AND IT HAPPENED THAT WHEN THE FLAME WAS GONE BY, I LOOKED, AND, BEHOLD, THE SMOKE REMAINED STILL. {4:49} AFTER THIS THERE PASSED BY BEFORE ME A WATERY CLOUD, AND SENT DOWN MUCH RAIN WITH A STORM; AND WHEN THE STORMY RAIN WAS PAST, THE DROPS REMAINED STILL. {4:50} THEN SAID HE UNTO ME, CONSIDER WITH THYSELF; AS THE RAIN IS MORE THAN THE DROPS, AND AS THE FIRE IS GREATER THAN THE SMOKE; BUT THE DROPS AND THE SMOKE REMAIN BEHIND: SO, THE QUANTITY WHICH IS PAST DID MORE EXCEED. {4:51} THEN I PRAYED, AND SAID, MAY I LIVE, THINKEST THOU, UNTIL THAT TIME? OR WHAT SHALL HAPPEN IN THOSE DAYS? {4:52} HE ANSWERED ME, AND SAID, AS FOR THE TOKENS WHEREOF THOU ASKEST ME, I MAY TELL THEE OF THEM IN PART: BUT AS TOUCHING THY LIFE, I AM NOT SENT TO SHEW THEE; FOR I DO NOT KNOW IT. 
{5:1} NEVERTHELESS AS COMING THE TOKENS, BEHOLD, THE DAYS SHALL COME, THAT THEY WHICH DWELL UPON EARTH SHALL BE TAKEN IN A GREAT NUMBER, AND THE WAY OF TRUTH SHALL BE HIDDEN, AND THE LAND SHALL BE BARREN OF FAITH. {5:2} BUT INIQUITY SHALL BE INCREASED ABOVE THAT WHICH NOW THOU SEEST, OR THAT THOU HAST HEARD LONG AGO. {5:3} AND THE LAND, THAT THOU SEEST NOW TO HAVE ROOT, SHALT THOU SEE WASTED SUDDENLY. {5:4} BUT IF THE MOST HIGH GRANT THEE TO LIVE, THOU SHALT SEE AFTER THE THIRD TRUMPET THAT THE SUN SHALL SUDDENLY SHINE AGAIN IN THE NIGHT, AND THE MOON THRICE IN THE DAY: {5:5} AND BLOOD SHALL DROP OUT OF WOOD, AND THE STONE SHALL GIVE HIS VOICE, AND THE PEOPLE SHALL BE TROUBLED: {5:6} AND EVEN HE SHALL RULE, WHOM THEY LOOK NOT FOR THAT DWELL UPON THE EARTH, AND THE FOWLS SHALL TAKE THEIR FLIGHT AWAY TOGETHER: {5:7} AND THE SODOMITISH SEA SHALL CAST OUT FISH, AND MAKE A NOISE IN THE NIGHT, WHICH MANY HAVE NOT KNOWN: BUT THEY SHALL ALL HEAR THE VOICE THEREOF. {5:8} THERE SHALL BE A CONFUSION ALSO IN MANY PLACES, AND THE FIRE SHALL BE OFT SENT OUT AGAIN, AND THE WILD BEASTS SHALL CHANGE THEIR PLACES, AND MENSTRUOUS WOMEN SHALL BRING FORTH MONSTERS: {5:9} AND SALT WATERS SHALL BE FOUND IN THE SWEET, AND ALL FRIENDS SHALL DESTROY ONE ANOTHER; THEN SHALL WIT HIDE ITSELF, AND UNDERSTANDING WITHDRAW ITSELF INTO HIS SECRET CHAMBER, {5:10} AND SHALL BE SOUGHT OF MANY, AND YET NOT BE FOUND: THEN SHALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AND INCONTINENCY BE MULTIPLIED UPON EARTH. {5:11} ONE LAND ALSO SHALL ASK ANOTHER, AND SAY, IS RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT MAKETH A MAN RIGHTEOUS GONE THROUGH THEE? AND IT SHALL SAY, NO. {5:12} AT THE SAME TIME SHALL MEN HOPE, BUT NOTHING, OBTAIN: THEY SHALL LABOUR, BUT THEIR WAYS SHALL NOT PROSPER. {5:13} TO SHEW THEE SUCH TOKENS I HAVE LEAVE; AND IF THOU WILT PRAY AGAIN, AND WEEP AS NOW, AND FAST EVEN DAYS, THOU SHALT HEAR YET GREATER THINGS. {5:14} THEN I AWAKED, AND AN EXTREME FEARFULNESS WENT THROUGH ALL MY BODY, AND MY MIND WAS TROUBLED, SO THAT IT FAINTED. {5:15} SO THE ANGEL THAT WAS COME TO TALK WITH ME HELD ME, COMFORTED ME, AND SET ME UP UPON MY FEET. {5:16} AND IN THE SECOND NIGHT IT CAME TO PASS, THAT SALATHIEL THE CAPTAIN OF THE PEOPLE CAME UNTO ME, SAYING, WHERE HAST THOU BEEN? AND WHY IS THY COUNTENANCE SO HEAVY? {5:17} KNOWEST THOU NOT THAT ISRAEL IS COMMITTED UNTO THEE IN THE LAND OF THEIR CAPTIVITY? {5:18} UP THEN, AND EAT BREAD, AND FORSAKE US NOT, AS THE SHEPHERD THAT LEAVETH HIS FLOCK IN THE HANDS OF CRUEL WOLVES. {5:19} THEN SAID I UNTO HIM, GO THY WAYS FROM ME, AND COME NOT NIGH ME. AND HE HEARD WHAT I SAID, AND WENT FROM ME. {5:20} AND SO I FASTED SEVEN DAYS, MOURNING AND WEEPING, LIKE AS URIEL THE ANGEL COMMANDED ME. {5:21} AND AFTER SEVEN DAYS SO IT WAS, THAT THE THOUGHTS OF MY HEART WERE VERY GRIEVOUS UNTO ME AGAIN, {5:22} AND MY SOUL RECOVERED THE SPIRIT OF UNDERSTANDING, AND I BEGAN TO TALK WITH THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] AGAIN, {5:23} AND SAID, O LORD THAT BEAREST RULE, OF EVERY WOOD OF THE EARTH, AND OF ALL THE TREES THEREOF, THOU HAST CHOSEN THEE ONE ONLY VINE: {5:24} AND OF ALL LANDS OF THE WHOLE WORLD THOU HAST CHOSEN THEE ONE PIT: AND OF ALL THE FLOWERS THEREOF ONE LILY: {5:25} AND OF ALL THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA THOU HAST FILLED THEE ONE RIVER: AND OF ALL BUILDED CITIES THOU HAST HALLOWED SION UNTO THYSELF: {5:26} AND OF ALL THE FOWLS THAT ARE CREATED THOU HAST NAMED THEE ONE DOVE: AND OF ALL THE CATTLE THAT ARE MADE THOU HAST PROVIDED THEE ONE SHEEP: {5:27} AND AMONG ALL THE MULTITUDES OF PEOPLE THOU HAST GOTTEN THEE ONE PEOPLE: AND UNTO THIS PEOPLE, WHOM THOU LOVEDST, THOU GAVEST A LAW THAT IS APPROVED OF ALL. {5:28} AND NOW, O LORD, WHY HAST THOU GIVEN THIS ONE PEOPLE OVER UNTO MANY? AND UPON THE ONE ROOT HAST THOU PREPARED OTHERS, AND WHY HAST THOU SCATTERED THY ONLY ONE PEOPLE AMONG MANY? {5:29} AND THEY WHICH DID GAINSAY THY PROMISES, AND BELIEVED NOT THY COVENANTS, HAVE TRODDEN THEM DOWN. {5:30} IF THOU DIDST SO MUCH HATE THY PEOPLE, YET SHOULDEST THOU PUNISH THEM WITH THINE OWN HANDS. {5:31} NOW WHEN I HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, THE ANGEL THAT CAME TO ME THE NIGHT AFORE WAS SENT UNTO ME, {5:32} AND SAID UNTO ME, HEAR ME, AND I WILL INSTRUCT THEE; HEARKEN TO THE THING THAT I SAY, AND I SHALL TELL THEE MORE. {5:33} AND I SAID, SPEAK ON, MY LORD. THEN SAID HE UNTO ME, THOU ART SORE TROUBLED IN MIND FOR ISRAEL’S SAKE: LOVEST THOU THAT PEOPLE BETTER THAN HE THAT MADE THEM? {5:34} AND I SAID, NO, LORD: BUT OF VERY GRIEF HAVE I SPOKEN: FOR MY REINS PAIN ME EVERY HOUR, WHILE I LABOUR TO COMPREHEND THE WAY OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND TO SEEK OUT PART OF HIS JUDGMENT. {5:35} AND HE SAID UNTO ME, THOU CANST NOT. AND I SAID, WHEREFORE, LORD? WHEREUNTO WAS I BORN THEN? OR WHY WAS NOT MY MOTHER’S WOMB THEN MY GRAVE, THAT I MIGHT NOT HAVE SEEN THE TRAVAIL OF JACOB, AND THE WEARISOME TOIL OF THE STOCK OF ISRAEL? {5:36} AND HE SAID UNTO ME, NUMBER ME THE THINGS THAT ARE NOT YET COME, GATHER ME TOGETHER THE DROSS THAT ARE SCATTERED ABROAD, MAKE ME THE FLOWERS GREEN AGAIN THAT ARE WITHERED, {5:37} OPEN ME THE PLACES THAT ARE CLOSED, AND BRING ME FORTH THE WINDS THAT IN THEM ARE SHUT UP, SHEW ME THE IMAGE OF A VOICE: AND THEN I WILL DECLARE TO THEE THE THING THAT THOU LABOUREST TO KNOW. {5:38} AND I SAID, O LORD THAT BEAREST RULE, WHO MAY KNOW THESE THINGS, BUT HE THAT HATH NOT HIS DWELLING WITH MEN? {5:39} AS FOR ME, I AM UNWISE: HOW MAY I THEN SPEAK OF THESE THINGS WHEREOF THOU ASKEST ME? {5:40} THEN SAID HE UNTO ME, LIKE AS THOU CANST DO NONE OF THESE THINGS THAT I HAVE SPOKEN OF, EVEN SO CANST THOU NOT FIND OUT MY JUDGMENT, OR IN THE END THE LOVE THAT I HAVE PROMISED UNTO MY PEOPLE. {5:41} AND I SAID, BEHOLD, O LORD, YET ART THOU NIGH UNTO THEM THAT BE RESERVED TILL THE END: AND WHAT SHALL THEY DO THAT HAVE BEEN BEFORE ME, OR WE THAT BE NOW, OR THEY THAT SHALL COME AFTER US? {5:42} AND HE SAID UNTO ME, I WILL LIKEN MY JUDGMENT UNTO A RING: LIKE AS THERE IS NO SLACKNESS OF THE LAST, EVEN SO THERE IS NO SWIFTNESS OF THE FIRST. {5:43} SO I ANSWERED AND SAID, COULDEST THOU NOT MAKE THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN MADE, AND BE NOW, AND THAT ARE FOR TO COME, AT ONCE; THAT THOU MIGHTEST SHEW THY JUDGMENT THE SOONER? {5:44} THEN ANSWERED HE ME, AND SAID, THE CREATURE MAY NOT HASTE ABOVE THE [TRUE] MAKER [THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; NEITHER MAY THE WORLD HOLD THEM AT ONCE THAT SHALL BE CREATED THEREIN. {5:45} AND I SAID, AS THOU HAST SAID UNTO THY SERVANT, THAT THOU, WHICH GIVEST LIFE TO ALL, HAST GIVEN LIFE AT ONCE TO THE CREATURE THAT THOU HAST CREATED, AND THE CREATURE BARE IT: EVEN SO IT MIGHT NOW ALSO BEAR THEM THAT NOW BE PRESENT AT ONCE. {5:46} AND HE SAID UNTO ME, ASK THE WOMB OF A WOMAN, AND SAY UNTO HER, IF THOU BRINGEST FORTH CHILDREN, WHY DOST THOU IT NOT TOGETHER, BUT ONE AFTER ANOTHER? PRAY HER THEREFORE TO BRING FORTH TEN CHILDREN AT ONCE. {5:47} AND I SAID, SHE CANNOT: BUT MUST DO IT BY DISTANCE OF TIME. {5:48} THEN SAID HE UNTO ME, EVEN SO HAVE I GIVEN THE WOMB OF THE EARTH TO THOSE THAT BE SOWN IN IT IN THEIR TIMES. {5:49} FOR LIKE AS A YOUNG CHILD MAY NOT BRING FORTH THE THINGS THAT BELONG TO THE AGED, EVEN SO HAVE I DISPOSED THE WORLD WHICH I CREATED. {5:50} AND I ASKED, AND SAID, SEEING THOU HAST NOW GIVEN ME THE WAY, I WILL PROCEED TO SPEAK BEFORE THEE: FOR OUR MOTHER, OF WHOM THOU HAST TOLD ME THAT SHE IS YOUNG, DRAWETH NOW NIGH UNTO AGE. {5:51} HE ANSWERED ME, AND SAID, ASK A WOMAN THAT BEARETH CHILDREN, AND SHE SHALL TELL THEE. {5:52} SAY UNTO HER, WHEREFORE ARE UNTO THEY WHOM THOU HAST NOW BROUGHT FORTH LIKE THOSE THAT WERE BEFORE, BUT LESS OF STATURE? {5:53} AND SHE SHALL ANSWER THEE, THEY THAT BE BORN IN THE THE STRENGTH OF YOUTH ARE OF ONE FASHION, AND THEY THAT ARE BORN IN THE TIME OF AGE, WHEN THE WOMB FAILETH, ARE OTHERWISE. {5:54} CONSIDER THOU THEREFORE ALSO, HOW THAT YE ARE LESS OF STATURE THAN THOSE THAT WERE BEFORE YOU. {5:55} AND SO ARE THEY THAT COME AFTER YOU LESS THAN YE, AS THE CREATURES WHICH NOW BEGIN TO BE OLD, AND HAVE PASSED OVER THE STRENGTH OF YOUTH. {5:56} THEN SAID I, LORD, I BESEECH THEE, IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOUR IN THY SIGHT, SHEW THY SERVANT BY WHOM THOU VISITEST THY CREATURE. 
{6:1} AND HE SAID UNTO ME, IN THE BEGINNING, WHEN THE EARTH WAS MADE, BEFORE THE BORDERS OF THE WORLD STOOD, OR EVER THE WINDS BLEW, {6:2} BEFORE IT THUNDERED AND LIGHTENED, OR EVER THE FOUNDATIONS OF PARADISE WERE LAID, {6:3} BEFORE THE FAIR FLOWERS WERE SEEN, OR EVER THE MOVEABLE POWERS WERE ESTABLISHED, BEFORE THE INNUMERABLE MULTITUDE OF ANGELS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, {6:4} OR EVER THE HEIGHTS OF THE AIR WERE LIFTED UP, BEFORE THE MEASURES OF THE FIRMAMENT WERE NAMED, OR EVER THE CHIMNEYS IN SION WERE HOT, {6:5} AND ERE THE PRESENT YEARS WERE SOUGHT OUT, AND OR EVER THE INVENTIONS OF THEM THAT NOW SIN WERE TURNED, BEFORE THEY WERE SEALED THAT HAVE GATHERED FAITH FOR A TREASURE: {6:6} THEN DID I CONSIDER THESE THINGS, AND THEY ALL WERE MADE THROUGH ME ALONE, AND THROUGH NONE OTHER: BY ME ALSO THEY SHALL BE ENDED, AND BY NONE OTHER. {6:7} THEN ANSWERED I AND SAID, WHAT SHALL BE THE PARTING ASUNDER OF THE TIMES? OR WHEN SHALL BE THE END OF THE FIRST, AND THE BEGINNING OF IT THAT FOLLOWETH? {6:8} AND HE SAID UNTO ME, FROM ABRAHAM UNTO ISAAC, WHEN JACOB AND ESAU WERE BORN OF HIM, JACOB’S HAND HELD FIRST THE HEEL OF ESAU. {6:9} FOR ESAU IS THE END OF THE WORLD, AND JACOB IS THE BEGINNING OF IT THAT FOLLOWETH. {6:10} THE HAND OF MAN IS BETWIXT THE HEEL AND THE HAND: OTHER QUESTION, ESDRAS, ASK THOU NOT. {6:11} I ANSWERED THEN AND SAID, O LORD THAT BEAREST RULE, IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOUR IN THY SIGHT, {6:12} I BESEECH THEE, SHEW THY SERVANT THE END OF THY TOKENS, WHEREOF THOU SHEWEDST ME PART THE LAST NIGHT. {6:13} SO HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO ME, STAND UP UPON THY FEET, AND HEAR A MIGHTY SOUNDING VOICE. {6:14} AND IT SHALL BE AS IT WERE A GREAT MOTION; BUT THE PLACE WHERE THOU STANDEST SHALL NOT BE MOVED. {6:15} AND THEREFORE WHEN IT SPEAKETH BE NOT AFRAID: FOR THE WORD IS OF THE END, AND THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH IS UNDERSTOOD. {6:16} AND WHY? BECAUSE THE SPEECH OF THESE THINGS TREMBLETH AND IS MOVED: FOR IT KNOWETH THAT THE END OF THESE THINGS MUST BE CHANGED. {6:17} AND IT HAPPENED, THAT WHEN I HAD HEARD IT, I STOOD UP UPON MY FEET, AND HEARKENED, AND, BEHOLD, THERE WAS A VOICE THAT SPAKE, AND THE SOUND OF IT WAS LIKE THE SOUND OF MANY WATERS. {6:18} AND IT SAID, BEHOLD, THE DAYS COME, THAT I WILL BEGIN TO DRAW NIGH, AND TO VISIT THEM THAT DWELL UPON THE EARTH, {6:19} AND WILL BEGIN TO MAKE INQUISITION OF THEM, WHAT THEY BE THAT HAVE HURT UNJUSTLY WITH THEIR UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND WHEN THE AFFLICTION OF SION SHALL BE FULFILLED; {6:20} AND WHEN THE WORLD, THAT SHALL BEGIN TO VANISH AWAY, SHALL BE FINISHED, THEN WILL I SHEW THESE TOKENS: THE BOOKS SHALL BE OPENED BEFORE THE FIRMAMENT, AND THEY SHALL SEE ALL TOGETHER: {6:21} AND THE CHILDREN OF A YEAR OLD SHALL SPEAK WITH THEIR VOICES, THE WOMEN WITH CHILD SHALL BRING FORTH UNTIMELY CHILDREN OF THREE OR FOUR MONTHS OLD, AND THEY SHALL LIVE, AND BE RAISED UP. {6:22} AND SUDDENLY SHALL THE SOWN PLACES APPEAR UNSOWN, THE FULL STOREHOUSES SHALL SUDDENLY BE FOUND EMPTY: {6:23} AND THA TRUMPET SHALL GIVE A SOUND, WHICH WHEN EVERY MAN HEARETH, THEY SHALL BE SUDDENLY AFRAID. {6:24} AT THAT TIME SHALL FRIENDS FIGHT ONE AGAINST ANOTHER LIKE ENEMIES, AND THE EARTH SHALL STAND IN FEAR WITH THOSE THAT DWELL THEREIN, THE SPRINGS OF THE FOUNTAINS SHALL STAND STILL, AND IN THREE HOURS THEY SHALL NOT RUN. {6:25} WHOSOEVER REMAINETH FROM ALL THESE THAT I HAVE TOLD THEE SHALL ESCAPE, AND SEE MY SALVATION, AND THE END OF YOUR WORLD. {6:26} AND THE MEN THAT ARE RECEIVED SHALL SEE IT, WHO HAVE NOT TASTED DEATH FROM THEIR BIRTH: AND THE HEART OF THE INHABITANTS SHALL BE CHANGED, AND TURNED INTO ANOTHER MEANING. {6:27} FOR EVIL SHALL BE PUT OUT, AND DECEIT SHALL BE QUENCHED. {6:28} AS FOR FAITH, IT SHALL FLOURISH, CORRUPTION SHALL BE OVERCOME, AND THE TRUTH, WHICH HATH BEEN SO LONG WITHOUT FRUIT, SHALL BE DECLARED. {6:29} AND WHEN HE TALKED WITH ME, BEHOLD, I LOOKED BY LITTLE AND LITTLE UPON HIM BEFORE WHOM I STOOD. {6:30} AND THESE WORDS SAID HE UNTO ME; I AM COME TO SHEW THEE THE TIME OF THE NIGHT TO COME. {6:31} IF THOU WILT PRAY YET MORE, AND FAST SEVEN DAYS AGAIN, I SHALL TELL THEE GREATER THINGS BY DAY THAN I HAVE HEARD. {6:32} FOR THY VOICE IS HEARD BEFORE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]: FOR THE MIGHTY HATH SEEN THY RIGHTEOUS DEALING, HE HATH SEEN ALSO THY CHASTITY, WHICH THOU HAST HAD EVER SINCE THY YOUTH. {6:33} AND THEREFORE HATH HE SENT ME TO SHEW THEE ALL THESE THINGS, AND TO SAY UNTO THEE, BE OF GOOD COMFORT AND FEAR NOT {6:34} AND HASTEN NOT WITH THE TIMES THAT ARE PAST, TO THINK VAIN THINGS, THAT THOU MAYEST NOT HASTEN FROM THE LATTER TIMES. {6:35} AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THIS, THAT I WEPT AGAIN, AND FASTED SEVEN DAYS IN LIKE MANNER, THAT I MIGHT FULFIL THE THREE WEEKS WHICH HE TOLD ME. {6:36} AND IN THE EIGHTH NIGHT WAS MY HEART VEXED WITHIN ME AGAIN, AND I BEGAN TO SPEAK BEFORE THE MOST- HIGH [JEHOVAH]. {6:37} FOR MY SPIRIT WAS GREATLY SET ON FIRE, AND MY SOUL WAS IN DISTRESS. {6:38} AND I SAID, O LORD, THOU SPAKEST FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION, EVEN THE FIRST DAY, AND SAIDST THUS; LET HEAVEN AND EARTH BE MADE; AND THY WORD WAS A PERFECT WORK. {6:39} AND THEN WAS THE SPIRIT, AND DARKNESS AND SILENCE WERE ON EVERY SIDE; THE SOUND OF MAN’S VOICE WAS NOT YET FORMED. {6:40} THEN COMMANDEDST THOU A FAIR LIGHT TO COME FORTH OF THY TREASURES, THAT THY WORK MIGHT APPEAR. {6:41} UPON THE SECOND DAY THOU MADEST THE SPIRIT OF THE FIRMAMENT, AND COMMANDEDST IT TO PART ASUNDER, AND TO MAKE A DIVISION BETWIXT THE WATERS, THAT THE ONE PART MIGHT GO UP, AND THE OTHER REMAIN BENEATH. {6:42} UPON THE THIRD DAY THOU DIDST COMMAND THAT THE WATERS SHOULD BE GATHERED IN THE SEVENTH PART OF THE EARTH: SIX PATS HAST THOU DRIED UP, AND KEPT THEM, TO THE INTENT THAT OF THESE SOME BEING PLANTED OF GOD AND TILLED MIGHT SERVE THEE. {6:43} FOR AS SOON AS THY WORD WENT FORTH THE WORK WAS MADE. {6:44} FOR IMMEDIATELY THERE WAS GREAT AND INNUMERABLE FRUIT, AND MANY AND DIVER’S PLEASURES FOR THE TASTE, AND FLOWERS OF UNCHANGEABLE COLOUR, AND ODOURS OF WONDERFUL SMELL: AND THIS WAS DONE THE THIRD DAY. {6:45} UPON THE FOURTH DAY THOU COMMANDEDST THAT THE SUN SHOULD SHINE, AND THE MOON GIVE HER LIGHT, AND THE STARS SHOULD BE IN ORDER: {6:46} AND GAVEST THEM A CHARGE TO DO SERVICE UNTO MAN, THAT WAS TO BE MADE. {6:47} UPON THE FIFTH DAY THOU SAIDST UNTO THE SEVENTH PART, WHERE THE WATERS WERE GATHERED THAT IT SHOULD BRING FORTH LIVING CREATURES, FOWLS AND FISHES: AND SO, IT CAME TO PASS. {6:48} FOR THE DUMB WATER AND WITHOUT LIFE BROUGHT FORTH LIVING THINGS AT THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD, THAT ALL PEOPLE MIGHT PRAISE THY WONDROUS WORKS. {6:49} THEN DIDST THOU ORDAIN TWO LIVING CREATURES, THE ONE THOU CALLEDST ENOCH, AND THE OTHER LEVIATHAN; {6:50} AND DIDST SEPARATE THE ONE FROM THE OTHER: FOR THE SEVENTH PART, NAMELY, WHERE THE WATER WAS GATHERED TOGETHER, MIGHT NOT HOLD THEM BOTH. {6:51} UNTO ENOCH THOU GAVEST ONE PART, WHICH WAS DRIED UP THE THIRD DAY, THAT HE SHOULD DWELL IN THE SAME PART, WHEREIN ARE A THOUSAND HILLS: {6:52} BUT UNTO LEVIATHAN THOU GAVEST THE SEVENTH PART, NAMELY, THE MOIST; AND HAST KEPT HIM TO BE DEVOURED OF WHOM THOU WILT, AND WHEN. {6:53} UPON THE SIXTH DAY THOU GAVEST COMMANDMENT UNTO THE EARTH, THAT BEFORE THEE IT SHOULD BRING FORTH BEASTS, CATTLE, AND CREEPING THINGS: {6:54} AND AFTER THESE, ADAM ALSO, WHOM THOU MADEST LORD OF ALL THY CREATURES: OF HIM COME WE ALL, AND THE PEOPLE ALSO WHOM THOU HAST CHOSEN. {6:55} ALL THIS HAVE I SPOKEN BEFORE THEE, O LORD, BECAUSE THOU MADEST THE WORLD FOR OUR SAKES {6:56} AS FOR THE OTHER PEOPLE, WHICH ALSO COME OF ADAM, THOU HAST SAID THAT THEY ARE NOTHING, BUT BE LIKE UNTO SPITTLE: AND HAST LIKENED THE ABUNDANCE OF THEM UNTO A DROP THAT FALLETH FROM A VESSEL. {6:57} AND NOW, O LORD, BEHOLD, THESE, HEATHEN, WHICH HAVE EVER BEEN REPUTED AS NOTHING, HAVE BEGUN TO BE LORDS OVER US, AND TO DEVOUR US. {6:58} BUT WE THY PEOPLE, WHOM THOU HAST CALLED THY FIRSTBORN, THY ONLY BEGOTTEN, AND THY FERVENT LOVER, ARE GIVEN INTO THEIR HANDS. {6:59} IF THE WORLD NOW BE MADE FOR OUR SAKES, WHY DO WE NOT POSSESS AN INHERITANCE WITH THE WORLD? HOW LONG SHALL THIS ENDURE? 
{7:1} AND WHEN I HAD MADE AN END OF SPEAKING THESE WORDS, THERE WAS SENT UNTO ME THE ANGEL WHICH HAD BEEN SENT UNTO ME THE NIGHTS AFORE: {7:2} AND HE SAID UNTO ME, UP, ESDRAS, AND HEAR THE WORDS THAT I AM COME TO TELL THEE. {7:3} AND I SAID, SPEAK ON, MY GOD. THEN SAID HE UNTO ME, THE SEA IS SET IN A WIDE PLACE, THAT IT MIGHT BE DEEP AND GREAT. {7:4} BUT PUT THE CASE THE ENTRANCE, WERE NARROW, AND LIKE A RIVER; {7:5} WHO THEN COULD GO INTO THE SEA TO LOOK UPON IT, AND TO RULE IT? IF HE WENT NOT THROUGH THE NARROW, HOW COULD HE COME INTO THE BROAD? {7:6} THERE IS ALSO ANOTHER THING; A CITY IS BUILDED, AND SET UPON A BROAD FIELD, AND IS FULL OF ALL GOOD THINGS: {7:7} THE ENTRANCE THEREOF IS NARROW, AND IS SET IN A DANGEROUS PLACE TO FALL, LIKE AS IF THERE WERE A FIRE ON THE RIGHT HAND, AND ON THE LEFT A DEEP WATER: {7:8} AND ONE ONLY PATH BETWEEN THEM BOTH, EVEN BETWEEN THE FIRE AND THE WATER, SO SMALL THAT THERE COULD BUT ONE MAN GO THERE AT ONCE. {7:9} IF THIS CITY NOW WERE GIVEN UNTO A MAN FOR AN INHERITANCE, IF HE NEVER SHALL PASS THE DANGER SET BEFORE IT, HOW SHALL HE RECEIVE THIS INHERITANCE? {7:10} AND I SAID, IT IS SO, LORD. THEN SAID HE UNTO ME, EVEN SO ALSO IS ISRAEL’S PORTION. {7:11} BECAUSE FOR THEIR SAKES I MADE THE WORLD: AND WHEN ADAM TRANSGRESSED MY STATUTES, THEN WAS DECREED THAT NOW IS DONE. {7:12} THEN WERE THE ENTRANCES OF THIS WORLD MADE NARROW, FULL OF SORROW AND TRAVAIL: THEY ARE BUT FEW AND EVIL, FULL OF PERILS: AND VERY PAINFUL. {7:13} FOR THE ENTRANCES OF THE ELDER WORLD WERE WIDE AND SURE, AND BROUGHT IMMORTAL FRUIT. {7:14} IF THEN THEY THAT LIVE LABOUR NOT TO ENTER THESE STRAIT AND VAIN THINGS, THEY CAN NEVER RECEIVE THOSE THAT ARE LAID UP FOR THEM. {7:15} NOW THEREFORE WHY DISQUIETEST THOU THYSELF, SEEING THOU ART BUT A CORRUPTIBLE MAN? AND WHY ART THOU MOVED, WHEREAS THOU ART BUT MORTAL? {7:16} WHY HAST THOU NOT CONSIDERED IN THY MIND THIS THING THAT IS TO COME, RATHER THAN THAT WHICH IS PRESENT? {7:17} THEN ANSWERED I AND SAID, O LORD THAT BEAREST RULE, THOU HAST ORDAINED IN THY LAW, THAT THE RIGHTEOUS SHOULD INHERIT THESE THINGS, BUT THAT THE UNGODLY SHOULD PERISH. {7:18} NEVERTHELESS THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL SUFFER STRAIT THINGS, AND HOPE FOR WIDE: FOR THEY THAT HAVE DONE WICKEDLY HAVE SUFFERED THE STRAIT THINGS, AND YET SHALL NOT SEE THE WIDE. {7:19} AND HE SAID UNTO ME. THERE IS NO JUDGE ABOVE GOD, AND NONE THAT HATH UNDERSTANDING ABOVE THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]. {7:20} FOR THERE BE MANY THAT PERISH IN THIS LIFE, BECAUSE THEY DESPISE THE LAW OF GOD THAT IS SET BEFORE THEM. {7:21} FOR GOD HATH GIVEN STRAIT COMMANDMENT TO SUCH AS CAME, WHAT THEY SHOULD DO TO LIVE, EVEN AS THEY CAME, AND WHAT THEY SHOULD OBSERVE TO AVOID PUNISHMENT. {7:22} NEVERTHELESS THEY WERE NOT OBEDIENT UNTO HIM; BUT SPAKE AGAINST HIM, AND IMAGINED VAIN THINGS; {7:23} AND DECEIVED THEMSELVES BY THEIR WICKED DEEDS; AND SAID OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], THAT HE IS NOT; AND KNEW NOT HIS WAYS: {7:24} BUT HIS LAW HAVE THEY DESPISED, AND DENIED HIS COVENANTS; IN HIS STATUTES HAVE THEY NOT BEEN FAITHFUL, AND HAVE NOT PERFORMED HIS WORKS. {7:25} AND THEREFORE, ESDRAS, FOR THE EMPTY ARE EMPTY THINGS, AND FOR THE FULL ARE THE FULL THINGS. {7:26} BEHOLD, THE TIME SHALL COME, THAT THESE TOKENS WHICH I HAVE TOLD THEE SHALL COME TO PASS, AND THE BRIDE SHALL APPEAR, AND SHE COMING FORTH SHALL BE SEEN, THAT NOW IS WITHDRAWN FROM THE EARTH. {7:27} AND WHOSOEVER IS DELIVERED FROM THE FORESAID EVILS SHALL SEE MY WONDERS. {7:28} FOR MY SON JESUS SHALL BE REVEALED WITH THOSE THAT BE WITH HIM, AND THEY THAT REMAIN SHALL REJOICE WITHIN FOUR HUNDRED YEARS. {7:29} AFTER THESE YEARS SHALL MY SON CHRIST DIE, AND ALL MEN THAT HAVE LIFE. {7:30} AND THE WORLD SHALL BE TURNED INTO THE OLD SILENCE SEVEN DAYS, LIKE AS IN THE FORMER JUDGMENTS: SO THAT NO MAN SHALL REMAIN. {7:31} AND AFTER SEVEN DAYS THE WORLD, THAT YET AWAKETH NOT, SHALL BE RAISED UP, AND THAT SHALL DIE THAT IS CORRUPT {7:32} AND THE EARTH SHALL RESTORE THOSE THAT ARE ASLEEP IN HER, AND SO SHALL THE DUST THOSE THAT DWELL IN SILENCE, AND THE SECRET PLACES SHALL DELIVER THOSE SOULS THAT WERE COMMITTED UNTO THEM. {7:33} AND THE MOST- HIGH [JEHOVAH] SHALL APPEAR UPON THE SEAT OF JUDGMENT, AND MISERY SHALL PASS AWAY, AND THE LONG SUFFERING SHALL HAVE AN END: {7:34} BUT JUDGMENT ONLY SHALL REMAIN, TRUTH SHALL STAND, AND FAITH SHALL WAX STRONG: {7:35} AND THE WORK SHALL FOLLOW, AND THE REWARD SHALL BE SHEWED, AND THE GOOD DEEDS SHALL BE OF FORCE, AND WICKED DEEDS SHALL BEAR NO RULE. {7:36} THEN SAID I, ABRAHAM PRAYED FIRST FOR THE SODOMITES, AND MOSES FOR THE FATHERS THAT SINNED IN THE WILDERNESS: {7:37} AND JESUS AFTER HIM FOR ISRAEL IN THE TIME OF ACHAN: {7:38} AND SAMUEL AND DAVID FOR THE DESTRUCTION: AND SOLOMON FOR THEM THAT SHOULD COME TO THE SANCTUARY: {7:39} AND HELIAS FOR THOSE THAT RECEIVED RAIN; AND FOR THE DEAD, THAT HE MIGHT LIVE: {7:40} AND EZECHIAS FOR THE PEOPLE IN THE TIME OF SENNACHERIB: AND MANY FOR MANY. {7:41} EVEN SO NOW, SEEING CORRUPTION IS GROWN UP, AND WICKEDNESS INCREASED, AND THE RIGHTEOUS HAVE PRAYED FOR THE UNGODLY: WHEREFORE SHALL IT NOT BE SO NOW ALSO? {7:42} HE ANSWERED ME, AND SAID, THIS PRESENT LIFE IS NOT THE END WHERE MUCH GLORY DOTH ABIDE; THEREFORE, HAVE THEY PRAYED FOR THE WEAK. {7:43} BUT THE DAY OF DOOM SHALL BE THE END OF THIS TIME, AND THE BEGINNING OF THE IMMORTALITY FOR TO COME, WHEREIN CORRUPTION IS PAST, {7:44} INTEMPERANCE IS AT AN END, INFIDELITY IS CUT OFF, RIGHTEOUSNESS IS GROWN, AND TRUTH IS SPRUNG UP. {7:45} THEN SHALL NO MAN BE ABLE TO SAVE HIM THAT IS DESTROYED, NOR TO OPPRESS HIM THAT HATH GOTTEN THE VICTORY. {7:46} I ANSWERED THEN AND SAID, THIS IS MY FIRST AND LAST SAYING, THAT IT HAD BEEN BETTER NOT TO HAVE GIVEN THE EARTH UNTO ADAM: OR ELSE, WHEN IT WAS GIVEN HIM, TO HAVE RESTRAINED HIM FROM SINNING. {7:47} FOR WHAT PROFIT IS IT FOR MEN NOW IN THIS PRESENT TIME TO LIVE IN HEAVINESS, AND AFTER DEATH TO LOOK FOR PUNISHMENT? {7:48} O THOU ADAM, WHAT HAST THOU DONE? FOR THOUGH IT WAS THOU THAT SINNED, THOU ART NOT FALLEN ALONE, BUT WE ALL THAT COME OF THEE. {7:49} FOR WHAT PROFIT IS IT UNTO US, IF THERE BE PROMISED US AN IMMORTAL TIME, WHEREAS WE HAVE DONE THE WORKS THAT BRING DEATH? {7:50} AND THAT THERE IS PROMISED US AN EVERLASTING HOPE, WHEREAS OURSELVES BEING MOST WICKED ARE MADE VAIN? {7:51} AND THAT THERE ARE LAID UP FOR US DWELLINGS OF HEALTH AND SAFETY, WHEREAS WE HAVE LIVED WICKEDLY? {7:52} AND THAT THE GLORY OF THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] IS KEPT TO DEFEND THEM WHICH HAVE LED A WARY LIFE, WHEREAS WE HAVE WALKED IN THE MOST WICKED WAYS OF ALL? {7:53} AND THAT THERE SHOULD BE SHEWED A PARADISE, WHOSE FRUIT ENDURETH FOR EVER, WHEREIN IS SECURITY AND MEDICINE, SINCE WE SHALL NOT ENTER INTO IT? {7:54} (FOR WE HAVE WALKED IN UNPLEASANT PLACES.) {7:55} AND THAT THE FACES OF THEM WHICH HAVE USED ABSTINENCE SHALL SHINE ABOVE THE STARS, WHEREAS OUR FACES SHALL BE BLACKER THAN DARKNESS? {7:56} FOR WHILE WE LIVED AND COMMITTED INIQUITY, WE CONSIDERED NOT THAT WE SHOULD BEGIN TO SUFFER FOR IT AFTER DEATH. {7:57} THEN ANSWERED HE ME, AND SAID, THIS IS THE CONDITION OF THE BATTLE, WHICH MAN THAT IS BORN UPON THE EARTH SHALL FIGHT; {7:58} THAT, IF HE BE OVERCOME, HE SHALL SUFFER AS THOU HAST SAID: BUT IF HE, GET THE VICTORY, HE SHALL RECEIVE THE THING THAT I SAY. {7:59} FOR THIS IS THE LIFE WHEREOF MOSES SPAKE UNTO THE PEOPLE WHILE HE LIVED, SAYING, CHOOSE THEE LIFE, THAT THOU MAYEST LIVE. {7:60} NEVERTHELESS THEY BELIEVED NOT HIM, NOR YET THE PROPHETS AFTER HIM, NO NOR ME WHICH HAVE SPOKEN UNTO THEM, {7:61} THAT THERE SHOULD NOT BE SUCH HEAVINESS IN THEIR DESTRUCTION, AS SHALL BE JOY OVER THEM THAT ARE PERSUADED TO SALVATION. {7:62} I ANSWERED THEN, AND SAID, I KNOW, LORD, THAT THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] IS CALLED MERCIFUL, IN THAT HE HATH MERCY UPON THEM WHICH ARE NOT YET COME INTO THE WORLD, {7:63} AND UPON THOSE ALSO THAT TURN TO HIS LAW; {7:64} AND THAT HE IS PATIENT, AND LONG SUFFERETH THOSE THAT HAVE SINNED, AS HIS CREATURES; {7:65} AND THAT HE IS BOUNTIFUL, FOR HE IS READY TO GIVE WHERE IT NEEDETH; {7:66} AND THAT HE IS OF GREAT MERCY, FOR HE MULTIPLIETH MORE AND MORE MERCIES TO THEM THAT ARE PRESENT, AND THAT ARE PAST, AND ALSO TO THEM WHICH ARE TO COME. {7:67} FOR IF HE SHALL NOT MULTIPLY HIS MERCIES, THE WORLD WOULD NOT CONTINUE WITH THEM THAT INHERIT THEREIN. {7:68} AND HE PARDONETH; FOR IF HE DID NOT SO OF HIS GOODNESS, THAT THEY WHICH HAVE COMMITTED INIQUITIES MIGHT BE EASED OF THEM, THE TEN THOUSANDTH PART OF MEN SHOULD NOT REMAIN LIVING. {7:69} AND BEING JUDGE, IF HE SHOULD NOT FORGIVE THEM THAT ARE CURED WITH HIS WORD, AND PUT OUT THE MULTITUDE OF CONTENTIONS, {7:70} THERE SHOULD BE VERY FEW LEFT, PERADVENTURE IN AN INNUMERABLE MULTITUDE. 
{8:1} AND HE ANSWERED ME, SAYING, THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] HATH MADE THIS WORLD FOR MANY, BUT THE WORLD TO COME FOR FEW. {8:2} I WILL TELL THEE A SIMILITUDE, ESDRAS; AS WHEN THOU ASKEST THE EARTH, IT SHALL SAY UNTO THEE, THAT IT GIVETH MUCH MOULD WHEREOF EARTHEN VESSELS ARE MADE, BUT LITTLE DUST THAT GOLD COMETH OF: EVEN SO IS THE COURSE OF THIS PRESENT WORLD. {8:3} THERE BE MANY CREATED, BUT FEW SHALL BE SAVED. {8:4} SO ANSWERED I AND SAID, SWALLOW THEN DOWN, O MY SOUL, UNDERSTANDING, AND DEVOUR WISDOM. {8:5} FOR THOU HAST AGREED TO GIVE EAR, AND ART WILLING TO PROPHESY: FOR THOU HAST NO LONGER SPACE THAN ONLY TO LIVE. {8:6} O LORD, IF THOU SUFFER NOT THY SERVANT, THAT WE MAY PRAY BEFORE THEE, AND THOU GIVE US SEED UNTO OUR HEART, AND CULTURE TO OUR UNDERSTANDING, THAT THERE MAY COME FRUIT OF IT; HOW SHALL EACH MAN LIVE THAT IS CORRUPT, WHO BEARETH THE PLACE OF A MAN? {8:7} FOR THOU ART ALONE, AND WE ALL ONE WORKMANSHIP OF THINE HANDS, LIKE AS THOU HAST SAID. {8:8} FOR WHEN THE BODY IS FASHIONED NOW IN THE MOTHER’S WOMB, AND THOU GIVEST IT, MEMBERS, THY CREATURE IS PRESERVED IN FIRE AND WATER, AND NINE MONTHS DOTH THY WORKMANSHIP ENDURE THY CREATURE WHICH IS CREATED IN HER. {8:9} BUT THAT WHICH KEEPETH AND IS KEPT SHALL BOTH BE PRESERVED: AND WHEN THE TIME COMETH, THE WOMB PRESERVED DELIVERETH UP THE THINGS THAT GREW IN IT. {8:10} FOR THOU HAST COMMANDED OUT OF THE PARTS OF THE BODY, THAT IS TO SAY, OUT OF THE BREASTS, MILK TO BE GIVEN, WHICH IS THE FRUIT OF THE BREASTS, {8:11} THAT THE THING WHICH IS FASHIONED MAY BE NOURISHED FOR A TIME, TILL THOU DISPOSEST IT TO THY MERCY. {8:12} THOU BROUGHTEST IT UP WITH THY RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND NURTUREDST IT IN THY LAW, AND REFORMEDST IT WITH THY JUDGMENT. {8:13} AND THOU SHALT MORTIFY IT AS THY CREATURE, AND QUICKEN IT AS THY WORK. {8:14} IF THEREFORE THOU SHALT DESTROY HIM WHICH WITH SO GREAT LABOUR WAS FASHIONED, IT IS AN EASY THING TO BE ORDAINED BY THY COMMANDMENT, THAT THE THING WHICH WAS MADE MIGHT BE PRESERVED. {8:15} NOW THEREFORE, LORD, I WILL SPEAK; TOUCHING MAN IN GENERAL, THOU KNOWEST BEST; BUT TOUCHING THY PEOPLE, FOR WHOSE SAKE I AM SORRY; {8:16} AND FOR THINE INHERITANCE, FOR WHOSE CAUSE I MOURN; AND FOR ISRAEL, FOR WHOM I AM HEAVY; AND FOR JACOB, FOR WHOSE SAKE I AM TROUBLED; {8:17} THEREFORE WILL I BEGIN TO PRAY BEFORE THEE FOR MYSELF AND FOR THEM: FOR I SEE THE FALLS OF US THAT DWELL IN THE LAND. {8:18} BUT I HAVE HEARD THE SWIFTNESS OF THE JUDGE WHICH IS TO COME. {8:19} THEREFORE HEAR MY VOICE, AND UNDERSTAND MY WORDS, AND I SHALL SPEAK BEFORE THEE. THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF THE WORDS OF ESDRAS, BEFORE HE WAS TAKEN UP: AND I SAID, {8:20} O LORD, THOU THAT DWELLEST IN EVERLASTINGNESS WHICH BEHOLDEST FROM ABOVE THINGS IN THE HEAVEN AND IN THE AIR; {8:21} WHOSE THRONE IS INESTIMABLE; WHOSE GLORY MAY NOT BE COMPREHENDED; BEFORE WHOM THE HOSTS OF ANGELS STAND WITH TREMBLING, {8:22} WHOSE SERVICE IS CONVERSANT IN WIND AND FIRE; WHOSE WORD IS TRUE, AND SAYINGS CONSTANT; WHOSE COMMANDMENT IS STRONG, AND ORDINANCE FEARFUL; {8:23} WHOSE LOOK DRIETH UP THE DEPTHS, AND INDIGNATION MAKETH THE MOUNTAINS TO MELT AWAY; WHICH THE TRUTH WITNESSETH: {8:24} O HEAR THE PRAYER OF THY SERVANT, AND GIVE EAR TO THE PETITION OF THY CREATURE. {8:25} FOR WHILE I LIVE, I WILL SPEAK, AND SO LONG AS I HAVE UNDERSTANDING I WILL ANSWER. {8:26} O LOOK NOT UPON THE SINS OF THY PEOPLE; BUT ON THEM WHICH SERVE THEE IN TRUTH. {8:27} REGARD NOT THE WICKED INVENTIONS OF THE HEATHEN, BUT THE DESIRE OF THOSE THAT KEEP THY TESTIMONIES IN AFFLICTIONS. {8:28} THINK NOT UPON THOSE THAT HAVE WALKED FEIGNEDLY BEFORE THEE: BUT REMEMBER THEM, WHICH ACCORDING TO THY WILL HAVE KNOWN THY FEAR. {8:29} LET IT NOT BE THY WILL TO DESTROY THEM WHICH HAVE LIVED LIKE BEASTS; BUT TO LOOK UPON THEM THAT HAVE CLEARLY TAUGHT THY LAW. {8:30} TAKE THOU NO INDIGNATION AT THEM WHICH ARE DEEMED WORSE THAN BEASTS; BUT LOVE THEM THAT ALWAYS PUT THEIR TRUST IN THY RIGHTEOUSNESS AND GLORY. {8:31} FOR WE AND OUR FATHERS DO LANGUISH OF SUCH DISEASES: BUT BECAUSE OF US SINNERS THOU SHALT BE CALLED MERCIFUL. {8:32} FOR IF THOU HAST A DESIRE TO HAVE MERCY UPON US, THOU SHALT BE CALLED MERCIFUL, TO US NAMELY, THAT HAVE NO WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. {8:33} FOR THE JUST, WHICH HAVE MANY GOOD WORKS LAID UP WITH THEE, SHALL OUT OF THEIR OWN DEEDS RECEIVE REWARD. {8:34} FOR WHAT IS MAN, THAT THOU SHOULDEST TAKE DISPLEASURE AT HIM? OR WHAT IS A CORRUPTIBLE GENERATION, THAT THOU SHOULDEST BE SO BITTER TOWARD IT? {8:35} FOR IN TRUTH THEM IS NO MAN AMONG THEM THAT BE BORN, BUT HE HATH DEALT WICKEDLY; AND AMONG THE FAITHFUL THERE IS NONE WHICH HATH NOT DONE AMISS. {8:36} FOR IN THIS, O LORD, THY RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THY GOODNESS SHALL BE DECLARED, IF THOU BE MERCIFUL UNTO THEM WHICH HAVE NOT THE CONFIDENCE OF GOOD WORKS. {8:37} THEN ANSWERED HE ME, AND SAID, SOME THINGS HAST THOU SPOKEN ARIGHT, AND ACCORDING UNTO THY WORDS IT SHALL BE. {8:38} FOR INDEED I WILL NOT THINK ON THE DISPOSITION OF THEM WHICH HAVE SINNED BEFORE DEATH, BEFORE JUDGMENT, BEFORE DESTRUCTION: {8:39} BUT I WILL REJOICE OVER THE DISPOSITION OF THE RIGHTEOUS, AND I WILL REMEMBER ALSO THEIR PILGRIMAGE, AND THE SALVATION, AND THE REWARD, THAT THEY SHALL HAVE. {8:40} LIKE AS I HAVE SPOKEN NOW, SO SHALL IT COME TO PASS. {8:41} FOR AS THE HUSBANDMAN SOWETH MUCH SEED UPON THE GROUND, AND PLANTETH MANY TREES, AND YET THE THING THAT IS SOWN GOOD IN HIS SEASON COMETH NOT UP, NEITHER DOTH ALL THAT IS PLANTED TAKE ROOT: EVEN SO IS IT OF THEM THAT ARE SOWN IN THE WORLD; THEY SHALL NOT ALL BE SAVED. {8:42} I ANSWERED THEN AND SAID, IF I HAVE FOUND GRACE, LET ME SPEAK. {8:43} LIKE AS THE HUSBANDMAN’S SEED PERISHETH, IF IT COME NOT UP, AND RECEIVE NOT THY RAIN IN DUE SEASON; OR IF THERE COME TOO MUCH RAIN, AND CORRUPT IT: {8:44} EVEN SO PERISHETH MAN ALSO, WHICH IS FORMED WITH THY HANDS, AND IS CALLED THINE OWN IMAGE, BECAUSE THOU ART LIKE UNTO HIM, FOR WHOSE SAKE THOU HAST MADE ALL THINGS, AND LIKENED HIM UNTO THE HUSBANDMAN’S SEED. {8:45} BE NOT WROTH WITH US BUT SPARE THY PEOPLE, AND HAVE MERCY UPON THINE OWN INHERITANCE: FOR THOU ART MERCIFUL UNTO THY CREATURE. {8:46} THEN ANSWERED HE ME, AND SAID, THINGS PRESENT ARE FOR THE PRESENT, AND THINGS TO COMETH FOR SUCH AS BE TO COME. {8:47} FOR THOU COMEST FAR SHORT THAT THOU SHOULDEST BE ABLE TO LOVE MY CREATURE MORE THAN I: BUT I HAVE OFTTIMES DRAWN NIGH UNTO THEE, AND UNTO IT, BUT NEVER TO THE UNRIGHTEOUS. {8:48} IN THIS ALSO THOU ART MARVELLOUS BEFORE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH]: {8:49} IN THAT THOU HAST HUMBLED THYSELF, AS IT BECOMETH THEE, AND HAST NOT JUDGED THYSELF WORTHY TO BE MUCH GLORIFIED AMONG THE RIGHTEOUS. {8:50} FOR MANY GREAT MISERIES SHALL BE DONE TO THEM THAT IN THE LATTER TIME SHALL DWELL IN THE WORLD, BECAUSE THEY HAVE WALKED IN GREAT PRIDE. {8:51} BUT UNDERSTAND THOU FOR THYSELF, AND SEEK OUT THE GLORY FOR SUCH AS BE LIKE THEE. {8:52} FOR UNTO YOU IS PARADISE OPENED, THE TREE OF LIFE IS PLANTED, THE TIME TO COME IS PREPARED, PLENTEOUSNESS IS MADE READY, A CITY IS BUILDED, AND REST IS ALLOWED, YEA, PERFECT GOODNESS AND WISDOM. {8:53} THE [ETERNAL] ROOT OF [ETERNAL] EVIL [SEXUALITY WITH MONEY] IS SEALED UP FROM YOU [1ST TIMOTHY 6:9-10], [ETERNAL] WEAKNESS [1ST CORINTHIANS 1:25 & 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:7-10] AND THE [ETERNAL] MOTH [JOHN 10:7-18], IS [ETERNALLY] HID [HEBREWS 4:12-13] FROM YOU, AND [ETERNAL] CORRUPTION [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23] IS FLED INTO [ETERNAL] HELL [REVELATIONS 20:1-3, 7-15] TO BE [ETERNALLY] FORGOTTEN [1ST CORINTHIANS 2:6-16]: {8:54} SORROWS ARE PASSED [1ST JOHN 2:15-17], AND IN THE END IS SHEWED THE [LORD’S] TREASURE [ETERNAL TRUTH] OF IMMORTALITY [LUKE 20:35-38]. {8:55} AND THEREFORE ASK THOU NO MORE QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE MULTITUDE OF THEM THAT PERISH [THE ETERNAL ONES WHO DO NOT MAKE THE PERSONAL JEALOUS TOP ENGLISH LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH AS THE TRUE SUPREME CREATOR THEIR ONLY TOP PRIMARY & ONLY TOP DIRECT SOURCE IN PROVERBS 8:22 [ALL SUPREME LORDSHIP]; ROMANS 13:1-2 [ALL SUPREME AUTHORITY] & ACTS 7:7 [400 YEARS], 30-38 [80 YEARS], 46-50 [10 YEARS IN STRENGTH]; 17:22-30 [FOR 26,000 YEARS IN MATTHEW 20:12 & 2ND PETER 3:8]; 29:1-2 WITH A ACTS 30 [FOR ALL ETERNITY’S]. {8:56} FOR WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN LIBERTY, THEY DESPISED THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH IS THE HIGHEST TITLE OF THE LORD IN PSALMS 83:18], THOUGHT SCORN OF HIS LAW, AND FORSOOK HIS WAYS. {8:57} MOREOVER THEY HAVE TRODDEN DOWN HIS RIGHTEOUS, {8:58} AND SAID IN THEIR HEART, THAT THERE IS NO GOD; YEA, AND THAT KNOWING THEY MUST DIE. {8:59} FOR AS THE THINGS AFORESAID SHALT RECEIVE YOU, SO THIRST AND PAIN ARE PREPARED FOR THEM: FOR IT WAS NOT HIS WILL THAT MEN SHOULD COME TO NOUGHT: {8:60} BUT THEY WHICH BE CREATED HAVE DEFILED THE NAME OF HIM THAT MADE THEM, AND WERE UNTHANKFUL UNTO HIM WHICH PREPARED LIFE FOR THEM. {8:61} AND THEREFORE IS MY JUDGMENT NOW AT HAND. {8:62} THESE THINGS HAVE I NOT SHEWED UNTO ALL MEN, BUT UNTO THEE, AND A FEW LIKE THEE. THEN ANSWERED I AND SAID, {8:63} BEHOLD, O LORD, NOW HAST THOU SHEWED ME THE MULTITUDE OF THE WONDERS, WHICH THOU WILT BEGIN TO DO IN THE LAST TIMES: BUT AT WHAT TIME, THOU HAST NOT SHEWED ME. 
{9:1} HE ANSWERED ME THEN, AND SAID, MEASURE THOU THE TIME DILIGENTLY IN ITSELF: AND WHEN THOU SEEST PART OF THE SIGN’S PAST, WHICH I HAVE TOLD THEE BEFORE, {9:2} THEN SHALT THOU UNDERSTAND, THAT IT IS THE VERY SAME TIME, WHEREIN THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] WILL BEGIN TO VISIT THE WORLD WHICH HE MADE. {9:3} THEREFORE WHEN THERE SHALL BE SEEN EARTHQUAKES AND UPROARS OF THE PEOPLE IN THE WORLD: {9:4} THEN SHALT THOU WELL UNDERSTAND, THAT THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SPAKE OF THOSE THINGS FROM THE DAYS THAT WERE BEFORE THEE, EVEN FROM THE BEGINNING. {9:5} FOR LIKE AS ALL THAT IS MADE IN THE WORLD HATH A BEGINNING AND AN END, AND THE END IS MANIFEST: {9:6} EVEN SO THE TIMES ALSO OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] HAVE PLAIN BEGINNINGS IN WONDER AND POWERFUL WORKS, AND ENDINGS IN EFFECTS AND SIGNS. {9:7} AND EVERY ONE THAT SHALL BE SAVED, AND SHALL BE ABLE TO ESCAPE BY HIS WORKS, AND BY FAITH, WHEREBY YE HAVE BELIEVED, {9:8} SHALL BE PRESERVED FROM THE SAID PERILS, AND SHALL SEE MY SALVATION IN MY LAND, AND WITHIN MY BORDERS: FOR I HAVE SANCTIFIED THEM FOR ME FROM THE BEGINNING. {9:9} THEN SHALL THEY BE IN PITIFUL CASE, WHICH NOW HAVE ABUSED MY WAYS: AND THEY THAT HAVE CAST THEM AWAY DESPITEFULLY SHALL DWELL IN TORMENTS. {9:10} FOR SUCH AS IN THEIR LIFE HAVE RECEIVED BENEFITS, AND HAVE NOT KNOWN ME; {9:11} AND THEY THAT HAVE LOATHED MY LAW, WHILE THEY HAD YET LIBERTY, AND, WHEN AS YET PLACE OF REPENTANCE WAS OPEN UNTO THEM, UNDERSTOOD NOT, BUT DESPISED IT; {9:12} THE SAME MUST KNOW IT AFTER DEATH BY PAIN. {9:13} AND THEREFORE BE THOU NOT CURIOUS HOW THE UNGODLY SHALL BE PUNISHED, AND WHEN: BUT ENQUIRE HOW THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE SAVED, WHOSE, THE WORLD IS, AND FOR WHOM THE WORLD IS CREATED. {9:14} THEN ANSWERED I AND SAID, {9:15} I HAVE SAID BEFORE, AND NOW DO SPEAK, AND WILL SPEAK IT ALSO HEREAFTER, THAT THERE BE MANY MORE OF THEM WHICH PERISH, THAN OF THEM WHICH SHALL BE SAVED: {9:16} LIKE AS A WAVE IS GREATER THAN A DROP. {9:17} AND HE ANSWERED ME, SAYING, LIKE AS THE FIELD IS, SO IS ALSO THE SEED; AS THE FLOWERS BE, SUCH ARE THE COLOURS ALSO; SUCH AS THE WORKMAN IS, SUCH ALSO IS THE WORK; AND AS THE HUSBANDMAN LS HIMSELF, SO IS HIS HUSBANDRY ALSO: FOR IT WAS THE TIME OF THE WORLD. {9:18} AND NOW WHEN I PREPARED THE WORLD, WHICH WAS NOT YET MADE, EVEN FOR THEM TO DWELL IN THAT NOW LIVE, NO MAN SPAKE AGAINST ME. {9:19} FOR THEN EVERY ONE OBEYED: BUT NOW THE MANNERS OF THEM WHICH ARE CREATED IN THIS WORLD THAT IS MADE ARE CORRUPTED BY A PERPETUAL SEED, AND BY A LAW WHICH IS UNSEARCHABLE RID THEMSELVES. {9:20} SO I CONSIDERED THE WORLD, AND, BEHOLD, THERE WAS PERIL BECAUSE OF THE DEVICES THAT WERE COME INTO IT. {9:21} AND I SAW, AND SPARED IT GREATLY, AND HAVE KEPT ME A GRAPE OF THE CLUSTER, AND A PLANT OF A GREAT PEOPLE. {9:22} LET THE MULTITUDE PERISH THEN, WHICH WAS BORN IN VAIN; AND LET MY GRAPE BE KEPT, AND MY PLANT; FOR WITH GREAT LABOUR HAVE I MADE IT PERFECT. {9:23} NEVERTHELESS, IF THOU WILT CEASE YET SEVEN DAYS MORE, (BUT THOU SHALT NOT FAST IN THEM, {9:24} BUT GO INTO A FIELD OF FLOWERS, WHERE NO HOUSE IS BUILDED, AND EAT ONLY THE FLOWERS OF THE FIELD; TASTE NO FLESH, DRINK NO WINE, BUT EAT FLOWERS ONLY;) {9:25} AND PRAY UNTO THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] CONTINUALLY, THEN WILL I COME AND TALK WITH THEE. {9:26} SO I WENT MY WAY INTO THE FIELD WHICH IS CALLED ARDATH, LIKE AS HE COMMANDED ME; AND THERE I SAT AMONG THE FLOWERS, AND DID EAT OF THE HERBS OF THE FIELD, AND THE MEAT OF THE SAME SATISFIED ME. {9:27} AFTER SEVEN DAYS I SAT UPON THE GRASS, AND MY HEART WAS VEXED WITHIN ME, LIKE AS BEFORE: {9:28} AND I OPENED MY MOUTH, AND BEGAN TO TALK BEFORE THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH], AND SAID, {9:29} O LORD, THOU THAT SHEWEST THYSELF UNTO US, THOU WAST SHEWED UNTO OUR FATHERS IN THE WILDERNESS, IN A PLACE WHERE NO MAN TREADETH, IN A BARREN PLACE, WHEN THEY CAME OUT OF EGYPT. {9:30} AND THOU SPAKEST SAYING, HEAR ME, O ISRAEL; AND MARK MY WORDS, THOU SEED OF JACOB. {9:31} FOR, BEHOLD, I SOW MY LAW IN YOU, AND IT SHALL BRING FRUIT IN YOU, AND YE SHALL BE HONOURED IN IT FOR EVER. {9:32} BUT OUR FATHERS, WHICH RECEIVED THE LAW, KEPT IT NOT, AND OBSERVED NOT THY ORDINANCES: AND THOUGH THE FRUIT OF THY LAW DID NOT PERISH, NEITHER COULD IT, FOR IT WAS THINE; {9:33} YET THEY THAT RECEIVED IT PERISHED, BECAUSE THEY KEPT NOT THE THING THAT WAS SOWN IN THEM. {9:34} AND, LO, IT IS A CUSTOM, WHEN THE GROUND HATH RECEIVED SEED, OR THE SEA A SHIP, OR ANY VESSEL MEAT OR DRINK, THAT, THAT BEING PERISHED WHEREIN IT WAS SOWN OR CAST INTO, {9:35} THAT THING ALSO WHICH WAS SOWN, OR CAST THEREIN, OR RECEIVED, DOTH PERISH, AND REMAINETH NOT WITH US: BUT WITH US IT HATH NOT HAPPENED SO. {9:36} FOR WE THAT HAVE RECEIVED THE LAW PERISH BY SIN, AND OUR HEART ALSO WHICH RECEIVED IT {9:37} NOTWITHSTANDING THE LAW PERISHETH NOT, BUT REMAINETH IN HIS FORCE. {9:38} AND WHEN I SPAKE THESE THINGS IN MY HEART, I LOOKED BACK WITH MINE EYES, AND UPON THE RIGHT SIDE I SAW A WOMAN, AND, BEHOLD, SHE MOURNED AND WEPT WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND WAS MUCH GRIEVED IN HEART, AND HER CLOTHES WERE RENT, AND SHE HAD ASHES UPON HER HEAD. {9:39} THEN LET I MY THOUGHTS GO THAT I WAS IN, AND TURNED ME UNTO HER, {9:40} AND SAID UNTO HER, WHEREFORE WEEPEST THOU? WHY ART THOU SO GRIEVED IN THY MIND? {9:41} AND SHE SAID UNTO ME, SIR, LET ME ALONE, THAT I MAY BEWAIL MYSELF, AND ADD UNTO MY SORROW, FOR I AM SORE VEXED IN MY MIND, AND BROUGHT VERY LOW. {9:42} AND I SAID UNTO HER, WHAT AILETH THEE? TELL ME. {9:43} SHE SAID UNTO ME, I THY SERVANT HAVE BEEN BARREN, AND HAD NO CHILD, THOUGH I HAD A HUSBAND THIRTY YEARS, {9:44} AND THOSE THIRTY YEARS I DID NOTHING ELSE DAY AND NIGHT, AND EVERY HOUR, BUT MAKE MY, PRAYER TO THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]. {9:45} AFTER THIRTY YEARS GOD HEARD ME THINE HANDMAID, LOOKED UPON MY MISERY, CONSIDERED MY TROUBLE, AND GAVE ME A SON: AND I WAS VERY GLAD OF HIM, SO WAS MY HUSBAND ALSO, AND ALL MY NEIGHBOURS: AND WE GAVE GREAT HONOUR UNTO THE ALMIGHTY. {9:46} AND I NOURISHED HIM WITH GREAT TRAVAIL. {9:47} SO WHEN HE GREW UP, AND CAME TO THE TIME THAT HE SHOULD HAVE A WIFE, I MADE A FEAST. 
{10:1} AND IT SO CAME TO PASS, THAT WHEN MY SON WAS ENTERED INTO HIS WEDDING CHAMBER, HE FELL DOWN, AND DIED. {10:2} THEN WE ALL OVERTHREW THE LIGHTS, AND ALL MY NEIGHBOURS ROSE UP TO COMFORT ME: SO, I TOOK MY REST UNTO THE SECOND DAY AT NIGHT. {10:3} AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THEY HAD ALL LEFT OFF TO COMFORT ME, TO THE END I MIGHT BE QUIET; THEN ROSE I UP BY NIGHT AND FLED, AND CAME HITHER INTO THIS FIELD, AS THOU SEEST. {10:4} AND I DO NOW PURPOSE NOT TO RETURN INTO THE CITY, BUT HERE TO STAY, AND NEITHER TO EAT NOR DRINK, BUT CONTINUALLY TO MOURN AND TO FAST UNTIL I DIE. {10:5} THEN LEFT I THE MEDITATIONS WHEREIN I WAS, AND SPAKE TO HER IN ANGER, SAYING, {10:6} THOU FOOLISH WOMAN ABOVE ALL OTHER, SEEST THOU NOT OUR MOURNING, AND WHAT HAPPENETH UNTO US? {10:7} HOW THAT SION OUR MOTHER IS FULL OF ALL HEAVINESS, AND MUCH HUMBLED, MOURNING VERY SORE? {10:8} AND NOW, SEEING WE ALL MOURN AND ARE SAD, FOR WE ARE ALL IN HEAVINESS, ART THOU GRIEVED FOR ONE SON? {10:9} FOR ASK THE EARTH, AND SHE SHALL TELL THEE, THAT IT IS SHE WHICH OUGHT TO MOURN FOR THE FALL OF SO MANY THAT GROW UPON HER. {10:10} FOR OUT OF HER CAME ALL AT THE FIRST, AND OUT OF HER SHALL ALL OTHERS COME, AND, BEHOLD, THEY WALK ALMOST ALL INTO DESTRUCTION, AND A MULTITUDE OF THEM IS UTTERLY ROOTED OUT. {10:11} WHO THEN SHOULD MAKE MORE MOURNING THAN SHE, THAT HATH LOST SO GREAT A MULTITUDE; AND NOT THOU, WHICH ART SORRY BUT FOR ONE? {10:12} BUT IF THOU SAYEST UNTO ME, MY LAMENTATION IS NOT LIKE THE EARTH’S, BECAUSE I HAVE LOST THE FRUIT OF MY WOMB, WHICH I BROUGHT FORTH WITH PAINS, AND BARE WITH SORROWS; {10:13} BUT THE EARTH NOT SO: FOR THE MULTITUDE PRESENT IN IT ACCORDING TO THE COURSE OF THE EARTH IS GONE, AS IT CAME: {10:14} THEN SAY I UNTO THEE, LIKE AS THOU HAST BROUGHT FORTH WITH LABOUR; EVEN SO THE EARTH ALSO HATH GIVEN HER FRUIT, NAMELY, MAN, EVER SINCE THE BEGINNING UNTO HIM THAT MADE HER. {10:15} NOW THEREFORE KEEP THY SORROW TO THYSELF, AND BEAR WITH A GOOD COURAGE THAT WHICH HATH BEFALLEN THEE. {10:16} FOR IF THOU SHALT ACKNOWLEDGE THE DETERMINATION OF GOD TO BE JUST, THOU SHALT BOTH RECEIVE THY SON IN TIME, AND SHALT BE COMMENDED AMONG WOMEN.    {10:17} GO THY WAY THEN INTO THE CITY TO THINE HUSBAND. {10:18} AND SHE SAID UNTO ME, THAT WILL I NOT DO: I WILL NOT GO INTO THE CITY, BUT HERE WILL I DIE. {10:19} SO I PROCEEDED TO SPEAK FURTHER UNTO HER, AND SAID, {10:20} DO NOT SO, BUT BE COUNSELLED. BY ME: FOR HOW MANY ARE THE ADVERSITIES OF SION? BE COMFORTED IN REGARD OF THE SORROW OF JERUSALEM. {10:21} FOR THOU SEEST THAT OUR SANCTUARY IS LAID WASTE, OUR ALTAR BROKEN DOWN, OUR TEMPLE DESTROYED; {10:22} OUR PSALTERY IS LAID ON THE GROUND, OUR SONG IS PUT TO SILENCE, OUR REJOICING IS AT AN END, THE LIGHT OF OUR CANDLESTICK IS PUT OUT, THE ARK OF OUR COVENANT IS SPOILED, OUR HOLY THINGS ARE DEFILED, AND THE NAME THAT IS CALLED UPON US IS ALMOST PROFANED: OUR CHILDREN ARE PUT TO SHAME, OUR PRIESTS ARE BURNT, OUR LEVITES ARE GONE INTO CAPTIVITY, OUR VIRGINS ARE DEFILED, AND OUR WIVES RAVISHED; OUR RIGHTEOUS MEN CARRIED AWAY, OUR LITTLE ONES DESTROYED, OUR YOUNG MEN ARE BROUGHT IN BONDAGE, AND OUR STRONG MEN ARE BECOME WEAK; {10:23} AND, WHICH IS THE GREATEST OF ALL, THE SEAL OF SION HATH NOW LOST HER HONOUR; FOR SHE IS DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF THEM THAT HATE US. {10:24} AND THEREFORE SHAKE OFF THY GREAT HEAVINESS, AND PUT AWAY THE MULTITUDE OF SORROWS, THAT THE MIGHTY MAY BE MERCIFUL UNTO THEE AGAIN, AND THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] SHALL GIVE THEE REST AND EASE FROM THY LABOUR. {10:25} AND IT CAME TO PASS WHILE I WAS TALKING WITH HER, BEHOLD, HER FACE UPON A SUDDEN SHINED EXCEEDINGLY, AND HER COUNTENANCE GLISTERED, SO THAT I WAS AFRAID OF HER, AND MUSED WHAT IT MIGHT BE. {10:26} AND, BEHOLD, SUDDENLY SHE MADE A GREAT CRY VERY FEARFUL: SO THAT THE EARTH SHOOK AT THE NOISE OF THE WOMAN. {10:27} AND I LOOKED, AND, BEHOLD, THE WOMAN APPEARED UNTO ME NO MORE, BUT THERE WAS A CITY BUILDED, AND A LARGE PLACE SHEWED ITSELF FROM THE FOUNDATIONS: THEN WAS I AFRAID, AND CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND SAID, {10:28} WHERE IS URIEL THE ANGEL, WHO CAME UNTO ME AT THE FIRST? FOR HE HATH CAUSED ME TO FALL INTO MANY TRANCES, AND MINE END IS TURNED INTO CORRUPTION, AND MY PRAYER TO REBUKE. {10:29} AND AS I WAS SPEAKING THESE WORDS BEHOLD, HE CAME UNTO ME, AND LOOKED UPON ME. {10:30} AND, LO, I LAY AS ONE THAT HAD BEEN DEAD, AND MINE UNDERSTANDING WAS TAKEN FROM ME: AND HE TOOK ME BY THE RIGHT HAND, AND COMFORTED ME, AND SET ME UPON MY FEET, AND SAID UNTO ME, {10:31} WHAT AILETH THEE? AND WHY ART THOU SO DISQUIETED? AND WHY IS THINE UNDERSTANDING TROUBLED, AND THE THOUGHTS OF THINE HEART? {10:32} AND I SAID, BECAUSE THOU HAST FORSAKEN ME, AND YET I DID ACCORDING TO THY WORDS, AND I WENT INTO THE FIELD, AND, LO, I HAVE SEEN, AND YET SEE, THAT I AM NOT ABLE TO EXPRESS. {10:33} AND HE SAID UNTO ME, STAND UP MANFULLY, AND I WILL ADVISE THEE. {10:34} THEN SAID I, SPEAK ON, MY LORD, IN ME; ONLY FORSAKE ME NOT, LEST I DIE FRUSTRATE OF MY HOPE. {10:35} FOR I HAVE SEEN THAT I KNEW NOT, AND HEAR THAT I DO NOT KNOW. {10:36} OR IS MY SENSE DECEIVED, OR MY SOUL IN A DREAM? {10:37} NOW THEREFORE I BESEECH THEE THAT THOU WILT SHEW THY SERVANT OF THIS VISION. {10:38} HE ANSWERED ME THEN, AND SAID, HEAR ME, AND I SHALL INFORM THEE, AND TELL THEE WHEREFORE THOU ART AFRAID: FOR THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] WILL REVEAL MANY SECRET THINGS UNTO THEE. {10:39} HE HATH SEEN THAT THY WAY IS RIGHT: FOR THAT THOU SORROWEST CONTINUALLY FOR THY PEOPLE, AND MAKEST GREAT LAMENTATION FOR SION. {10:40} THIS THEREFORE IS THE MEANING OF THE VISION WHICH THOU LATELY SAWEST: {10:41} THOU SAWEST A WOMAN MOURNING, AND THOU BEGANNEST TO COMFORT HER: {10:42} BUT NOW SEEST THOU THE LIKENESS OF THE WOMAN NO MORE, BUT THERE APPEARED UNTO THEE A CITY BUILDED. {10:43} AND WHEREAS SHE TOLD THEE OF THE DEATH OF HER SON, THIS IS THE SOLUTION: {10:44} THIS WOMAN, WHOM THOU SAWEST IS SION: AND WHEREAS SHE SAID UNTO THEE, EVEN SHE WHOM THOU SEEST AS A CITY BUILDED, {10:45} WHEREAS, I SAY, SHE SAID UNTO THEE, THAT SHE HATH BEEN THIRTY YEARS BARREN: THOSE ARE THE THIRTY YEARS WHEREIN THERE WAS NO OFFERING MADE IN HER. {10:46} BUT AFTER THIRTY YEARS SOLOMON BUILDED THE CITY AND OFFERED OFFERINGS: AND THEN BARE THE BARREN A SON. {10:47} AND WHEREAS SHE TOLD THEE THAT SHE NOURISHED HIM WITH LABOUR: THAT WAS THE DWELLING IN JERUSALEM. {10:48} BUT WHEREAS SHE SAID UNTO THEE, THAT MY SON COMING INTO HIS MARRIAGE CHAMBER HAPPENED TO HAVE A FAIL, AND DIED: THIS WAS THE DESTRUCTION THAT CAME TO JERUSALEM. {10:49} AND, BEHOLD, THOU SAWEST HER LIKENESS, AND BECAUSE SHE MOURNED FOR HER SON, THOU BEGANNEST TO COMFORT HER: AND OF THESE THINGS WHICH HAVE CHANCED, THESE ARE TO BE OPENED UNTO THEE. {10:50} FOR NOW THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] SEETH THAT THOU ART GRIEVED UNFEIGNEDLY, AND SUFFEREST FROM THY WHOLE HEART FOR HER, SO HATH HE SHEWED THEE THE BRIGHTNESS OF HER GLORY, AND THE COMELINESS OF HER BEAUTY: {10:51} AND THEREFORE I BADE THEE REMAIN IN THE FIELD WHERE NO HOUSE WAS BUILDED: {10:52} FOR I KNEW THAT THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] WOULD SHEW THIS UNTO THEE. {10:53} THEREFORE I COMMANDED THEE TO GO INTO THE FIELD, WHERE NO FOUNDATION OF ANY BUILDING WAS. {10:54} FOR IN THE PLACE WHEREIN THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] BEGINNETH TO SHEW HIS CITY, THERE CAN NO MAN’S BUILDING BE ABLE TO STAND. {10:55} AND THEREFORE FEAR NOT, LET NOT THINE HEART BE AFFRIGHTED, BUT GO THY WAY IN, AND SEE THE BEAUTY AND GREATNESS OF THE BUILDING, AS MUCH AS THINE EYES BE ABLE TO SEE: {10:56} AND THEN SHALT THOU HEAR AS MUCH AS THINE EARS MAY COMPREHEND. {10:57} FOR THOU ART BLESSED ABOVE MANY OTHER, AND ART CALLED WITH THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]; AND SO ARE BUT FEW. {10:58} BUT TO MORROW AT NIGHT THOU SHALT REMAIN HERE; {10:59} AND SO SHALL THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] SHEW THEE VISIONS OF THE HIGH THINGS, WHICH THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] WILL DO UNTO THEM THAT DWELL UPON THE EARTH IN THE LAST DAYS. SO, I SLEPT THAT NIGHT AND ANOTHER, LIKE AS HE COMMANDED ME. 
{11:1} THEN SAW I A DREAM, AND, BEHOLD, THERE CAME UP FROM THE SEA AN EAGLE, WHICH HAD TWELVE FEATHERED WINGS, AND THREE HEADS. {11:2} AND I SAW, AND, BEHOLD, SHE SPREAD HER WINGS OVER ALL THE EARTH, AND ALL THE WINDS OF THE AIR BLEW ON HER, AND WERE GATHERED TOGETHER. {11:3} AND I BEHELD, AND OUT OF HER FEATHERS THERE GREW OTHER CONTRARY FEATHERS; AND THEY BECAME LITTLE FEATHERS AND SMALL. {11:4} BUT HER HEADS WERE AT REST: THE HEAD IN THE MIDST WAS GREATER THAN THE OTHER, YET RESTED IT WITH THE RESIDUE. {11:5} MOREOVER I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE EAGLE FLEW WITH HER FEATHERS, AND REIGNED UPON EARTH, AND OVER THEM THAT DWELT THEREIN. {11:6} AND I SAW THAT ALL THINGS UNDER HEAVEN WERE SUBJECT UNTO HER, AND NO MAN SPAKE AGAINST HER, NO, NOT ONE CREATURE UPON EARTH. {11:7} AND I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE EAGLE ROSE UPON HER TALONS, AND SPAKE TO HER FEATHERS, SAYING, {11:8} WATCH NOT ALL AT ONCE: SLEEP EVERY ONE IN HIS OWN PLACE, AND WATCH BY COURSE: {11:9} BUT LET THE HEADS BE PRESERVED FOR THE LAST. {11:10} AND I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE VOICE WENT NOT OUT OF HER HEADS, BUT FROM THE MIDST OF HER BODY. {11:11} AND I NUMBERED HER CONTRARY FEATHERS, AND, BEHOLD, THERE WERE EIGHT OF THEM. {11:12} AND I LOOKED, AND, BEHOLD, ON THE RIGHT SIDE THERE AROSE ONE FEATHER, AND REIGNED OVER ALL THE EARTH; {11:13} AND SO IT WAS, THAT WHEN IT REIGNED, THE END OF IT CAME, AND THE PLACE THEREOF APPEARED NO MORE: SO, THE NEXT FOLLOWING STOOD UP. AND REIGNED, AND HAD A GREAT TIME; {11:14} AND IT HAPPENED, THAT WHEN IT REIGNED, THE END OF IT CAME ALSO, LIKE AS THE FIRST, SO THAT IT APPEARED NO MORE. {11:15} THEN CAME THERE A VOICE UNTO IT, AND SAID, {11:16} HEAR THOU THAT HAST BORNE RULE OVER THE EARTH SO LONG: THIS I SAY UNTO THEE, BEFORE THOU BEGINNEST TO APPEAR NO MORE, {11:17} THERE SHALL NONE AFTER THEE ATTAIN UNTO THY TIME, NEITHER UNTO THE HALF THEREOF. {11:18} THEN AROSE THE THIRD, AND REIGNED AS THE OTHER BEFORE, AND APPEARED NO MORE ALSO. {11:19} SO WENT IT WITH ALL THE RESIDUE ONE AFTER ANOTHER, AS THAT EVERY ONE REIGNED, AND THEN APPEARED NO MORE. {11:20} THEN I BEHELD, AND, LO, IN PROCESS OF TIME THE FEATHERS THAT FOLLOWED STOOD UP UPON THE RIGHT SIDE, THAT THEY MIGHT RULE ALSO; AND SOME OF THEM RULED, BUT WITHIN A WHILE THEY APPEARED NO MORE: {11:21} FOR SOME OF THEM WERE SET UP, BUT RULED NOT. {11:22} AFTER THIS I LOOKED, AND, BEHOLD, THE TWELVE FEATHERS APPEARED NO MORE, NOR THE TWO LITTLE FEATHERS: {11:23} AND THERE WAS NO MORE UPON THE EAGLE’S BODY, BUT THREE HEADS THAT RESTED, AND SIX LITTLE WINGS. {11:24} THEN SAW I ALSO THAT TWO LITTLE FEATHERS DIVIDED THEMSELVES FROM THE SIX, AND REMAINED UNDER THE HEAD THAT WAS UPON THE RIGHT SIDE: FOR THE FOUR CONTINUED IN THEIR PLACE. {11:25} AND I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE FEATHERS THAT WERE UNDER THE WING THOUGHT TO SET UP THEMSELVES AND TO HAVE THE RULE. {11:26} AND I BEHELD, AND, LO, THERE WAS ONE SET UP, BUT SHORTLY IT APPEARED NO MORE. {11:27} AND THE SECOND WAS SOONER AWAY THAN THE FIRST. {11:28} AND I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE TWO THAT REMAINED THOUGHT ALSO IN THEMSELVES TO REIGN: {11:29} AND WHEN THEY SO THOUGHT, BEHOLD, THERE AWAKED ONE OF THE HEADS THAT WERE AT REST, NAMELY, IT THAT WAS IN THE MIDST; FOR THAT WAS GREATER THAN THE TWO OTHER HEADS. {11:30} AND THEN I SAW THAT THE TWO OTHER HEADS WERE JOINED WITH IT. {11:31} AND, BEHOLD, THE HEAD WAS TURNED WITH THEM THAT WERE WITH IT, AND DID EAT UP THE TWO FEATHERS UNDER THE WING THAT WOULD HAVE REIGNED. {11:32} BUT THIS HEAD PUT THE WHOLE EARTH IN FEAR, AND BARE RULE IN IT OVER ALL THOSE THAT DWELT UPON THE EARTH WITH MUCH OPPRESSION; AND IT HAD THE GOVERNANCE OF THE WORLD MORE THAN ALL THE WINGS THAT HAD BEEN. {11:33} AND AFTER THIS I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE HEAD THAT WAS IN THE MIDST SUDDENLY APPEARED NO MORE, LIKE AS THE WINGS. {11:34} BUT THERE REMAINED THE TWO HEADS, WHICH ALSO IN LIKE SORT RULED UPON THE EARTH, AND OVER THOSE THAT DWELT THEREIN. {11:35} AND I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE HEAD UPON THE RIGHT SIDE DEVOURED IT THAT WAS UPON THE LEFT SIDE. {11:36} THEN I HEAD A VOICE, WHICH SAID UNTO ME, LOOK BEFORE THEE, AND CONSIDER THE THING THAT THOU SEEST. {11:37} AND I BEHELD, AND LO, AS IT WERE A ROARING LION CHASED OUT OF THE WOOD: AND I SAW THAT HE SENT OUT A MAN’S VOICE UNTO THE EAGLE, AND SAID, {11:38} HEAR THOU, I WILL TALK WITH THEE, AND THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] SHALL SAY UNTO THEE, {11:39} ART NOT THOU IT THAT REMAINEST OF THE FOUR BEASTS, WHOM I MADE TO REIGN IN MY WORLD, THAT THE END OF THEIR TIMES MIGHT COME THROUGH THEM? {11:40} AND THE FOURTH CAME, AND OVERCAME ALL THE BEASTS THAT WERE PAST, AND HAD POWER OVER THE WORLD WITH GREAT FEARFULNESS, AND OVER THE WHOLE COMPASS OF THE EARTH WITH MUCH WICKED OPPRESSION; AND SO LONG TIME DWELT HE UPON THE EARTH WITH DECEIT. {11:41} FOR THE EARTH HAST THOU NOT JUDGED WITH TRUTH. {11:42} FOR THOU HAST AFFLICTED THE MEEK, THOU HAST HURT THE PEACEABLE, THOU HAST LOVED LIARS, AND DESTROYED THE DWELLINGS OF THEM THAT BROUGHT FORTH FRUIT, AND HAST CAST DOWN THE WALLS OF SUCH AS DID THEE NO HARM. {11:43} THEREFORE IS THY WRONGFUL DEALING COME UP UNTO THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD], AND THY PRIDE UNTO THE MIGHTY. {11:44} THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] ALSO HATH LOOKED UPON THE PROUD TIMES, AND, BEHOLD, THEY ARE ENDED, AND HIS ABOMINATIONS ARE FULFILLED. {11:45} AND THEREFORE APPEAR NO MORE, THOU EAGLE, NOR THY HORRIBLE WINGS, NOR THY WICKED FEATHERS NOR THY MALICIOUS HEADS, NOR THY HURTFUL CLAWS, NOR ALL THY VAIN BODY: {11:46} THAT ALL THE EARTH MAY BE REFRESHED, AND MAY RETURN, BEING DELIVERED FROM THY VIOLENCE, AND THAT SHE MAY HOPE FOR THE JUDGMENT AND MERCY OF HIM THAT MADE HER. 
{12:1} AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHILES THE LION SPAKE THESE WORDS UNTO THE EAGLE, I SAW, {12:2} AND, BEHOLD, THE HEAD THAT REMAINED AND THE FOUR WINGS APPEARED NO MORE, AND THE TWO WENT UNTO IT AND SET THEMSELVES UP TO REIGN, AND THEIR KINGDOM WAS SMALL, AND FILL OF UPROAR. {12:3} AND I SAW, AND, BEHOLD, THEY APPEARED NO MORE, AND THE WHOLE BODY OF THE EAGLE WAS BURNT SO THAT THE EARTH WAS IN GREAT FEAR: THEN AWAKED I OUT OF THE TROUBLE AND TRANCE OF MY MIND, AND FROM GREAT FEAR, AND SAID UNTO MY SPIRIT, {12:4} LO, THIS HAST THOU DONE UNTO ME, IN THAT THOU SEARCHEST OUT THE WAYS OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]. {12:5} LO, YET AM I WEARY IN MY MIND, AND VERY WEAK IN MY SPIRIT; AND LITTLE STRENGTH IS THERE IN ME, FOR THE GREAT FEAR WHEREWITH I WAS AFFLICTED THIS NIGHT. {12:6} THEREFORE WILL I NOW BESEECH THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD], THAT HE WILL COMFORT ME UNTO THE END. {12:7} AND I SAID, LORD THAT BEAREST RULE, IF I HAVE FOUND GRACE BEFORE THY SIGHT, AND IF I AM JUSTIFIED WITH THEE BEFORE MANY OTHERS, AND IF MY PRAYER INDEED BE COME UP BEFORE THY FACE; {12:8} COMFORT ME THEN, AND SHEW ME THY SERVANT THE INTERPRETATION AND PLAIN DIFFERENCE OF THIS FEARFUL VISION, THAT THOU MAYEST PERFECTLY COMFORT MY SOUL. {12:9} FOR THOU HAST JUDGED ME WORTHY TO SHEW ME THE LAST TIMES. {12:10} AND HE SAID UNTO ME, THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION: {12:11} THE EAGLE, WHOM THOU SAWEST COME UP FROM THE SEA, IS THE KINGDOM WHICH WAS SEEN IN THE VISION OF THY BROTHER DANIEL. {12:12} BUT IT WAS NOT EXPOUNDED UNTO HIM, THEREFORE NOW I DECLARE IT UNTO THEE. {12:13} BEHOLD, THE DAYS WILL COME, THAT THERE SHALL RISE UP A KINGDOM UPON EARTH, AND IT SHALL BE FEARED ABOVE ALL THE KINGDOMS THAT WERE BEFORE IT. {12:14} IN THE SAME SHALL TWELVE KINGS REIGN, ONE AFTER ANOTHER: {12:15} WHEREOF THE SECOND SHALL BEGIN TO REIGN, AND SHALL HAVE MORE TIME THAN ANY OF THE TWELVE. {12:16} AND THIS DO THE TWELVE WINGS SIGNIFY, WHICH THOU SAWEST. {12:17} AS FOR THE VOICE WHICH THOU HEARDEST SPEAK, AND THAT THOU SAWEST NOT TO GO OUT FROM THE HEADS BUT FROM THE MIDST OF THE BODY THEREOF, THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION: {12:18} THAT AFTER THE TIME OF THAT KINGDOM THERE SHALL ARISE GREAT STRIVINGS, AND IT SHALL STAND IN PERIL OF FAILING: NEVERTHELESS, IT SHALL NOT THEN FALL, BUT SHALL BE RESTORED AGAIN TO HIS BEGINNING. {12:19} AND WHEREAS THOU SAWEST THE EIGHT, SMALL UNDER FEATHERS STICKING TO HER WINGS, THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION: {12:20} THAT IN HIM THERE SHALL ARISE EIGHT KINGS, WHOSE TIMES SHALL BE BUT SMALL, AND THEIR YEARS SWIFT. {12:21} AND TWO OF THEM SHALL PERISH, THE MIDDLE TIME APPROACHING: FOUR SHALL BE KEPT UNTIL THEIR END BEGIN TO APPROACH: BUT TWO SHALL BE KEPT UNTO THE END. {12:22} AND WHEREAS THOU SAWEST THREE HEADS RESTING, THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION: {12:23} IN HIS LAST DAYS SHALL THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] RAISE UP THREE KINGDOMS, AND RENEW MANY THINGS THEREIN, AND THEY SHALL HAVE THE DOMINION OF THE EARTH, {12:24} AND OF THOSE THAT DWELL THEREIN, WITH MUCH OPPRESSION, ABOVE ALL THOSE THAT WERE BEFORE THEM: THEREFORE ARE THEY CALLED THE HEADS OF THE EAGLE. {12:25} FOR THESE ARE THEY THAT SHALL ACCOMPLISH HIS WICKEDNESS, AND THAT SHALL FINISH HIS LAST END. {12:26} AND WHEREAS THOU SAWEST THAT THE GREAT HEAD APPEARED NO MORE, IT SIGNIFIETH THAT ONE OF THEM SHALL DIE UPON HIS BED, AND YET WITH PAIN. {12:27} FOR THE TWO THAT REMAIN SHALL BE SLAIN WITH THE SWORD. {12:28} FOR THE SWORD OF THE ONE SHALL DEVOUR THE OTHER: BUT AT THE LAST SHALL HE FALL THROUGH THE SWORD HIMSELF. {12:29} AND WHEREAS THOU SAWEST TWO FEATHERS UNDER THE WINGS PASSING OVER THE HEAD THAT IS ON THE RIGHT SIDE; {12:30} IT SIGNIFIETH THAT THESE ARE THEY, WHOM THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] HATH KEPT UNTO THEIR END: THIS IS THE SMALL KINGDOM AND FULL OF TROUBLE, AS THOU SAWEST. {12:31} AND THE LION, WHOM THOU SAWEST RISING UP OUT OF THE WOOD, AND ROARING, AND SPEAKING TO THE EAGLE, AND REBUKING HER FOR HER UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WITH ALL THE WORDS WHICH THOU HAST HEARD; {12:32} THIS IS THE ANOINTED, WHICH THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] HATH KEPT FOR THEM AND FOR THEIR WICKEDNESS UNTO THE END: HE SHALL REPROVE THEM, AND SHALL UPBRAID THEM WITH THEIR CRUELTY. {12:33} FOR HE SHALL SET THEM BEFORE HIM ALIVE IN JUDGMENT, AND SHALL REBUKE THEM, AND CORRECT THEM. {12:34} FOR THE REST OF MY PEOPLE SHALL HE DELIVER WITH MERCY, THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN PRESSED UPON MY BORDERS, AND HE SHALL MAKE THEM JOYFUL UNTIL THE COMING OF THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, WHEREOF I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO THEE FROM THE THE BEGINNING. {12:35} THIS IS THE DREAM THAT THOU SAWEST, AND THESE ARE THE INTERPRETATIONS. {12:36} THOU ONLY HAST BEEN MEET TO KNOW THIS SECRET OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]. {12:37} THEREFORE WRITE ALL THESE THINGS THAT THOU HAST SEEN IN A BOOK, AND HIDE THEM: {12:38} AND TEACH THEM TO THE WISE OF THE PEOPLE, WHOSE HEARTS THOU KNOWEST MAY COMPREHEND AND KEEP THESE SECRETS. {12:39} BUT WAIT THOU HERE THYSELF YET SEVEN DAYS MORE, THAT IT MAY BE SHEWED THEE, WHATSOEVER IT PLEASETH THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] TO DECLARE UNTO THEE. AND WITH THAT HE WENT HIS WAY. {12:40} AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE SAW THAT THE SEVEN DAYS WERE PAST, AND I NOT COME AGAIN INTO THE CITY, THEY GATHERED THEM ALL TOGETHER, FROM THE LEAST UNTO THE GREATEST, AND CAME UNTO ME, AND SAID, {12:41} WHAT HAVE WE OFFENDED THEE? AND WHAT EVIL HAVE WE DONE AGAINST THEE, THAT THOU FORSAKEST US, AND SITTEST HERE IN THIS PLACE? {12:42} FOR OF ALL THE PROPHETS THOU ONLY ART LEFT US, AS A CLUSTER OF THE VINTAGE, AND AS A CANDLE IN A DARK PLACE, AND AS A HAVEN OR SHIP PRESERVED FROM THE TEMPEST. {12:43} ARE NOT THE EVILS WHICH ARE COME TO US SUFFICIENT? {12:44} IF THOU SHALT FORSAKE US, HOW MUCH BETTER HAD IT BEEN FOR US, IF WE ALSO HAD BEEN BURNED IN THE MIDST OF SION? {12:45} FOR WE ARE NOT BETTER THAN THEY THAT DIED THERE. AND THEY WEPT WITH A LOUD VOICE. THEN ANSWERED I THEM, AND SAID, {12:46} BE OF GOOD COMFORT, O ISRAEL; AND BE NOT HEAVY, THOU HOUSE OF JACOB: {12:47} FOR THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] HATH YOU IN REMEMBRANCE, AND THE MIGHTY HATH NOT FORGOTTEN YOU IN TEMPTATION. {12:48} AS FOR ME, I HAVE NOT FORSAKEN YOU, NEITHER AM I DEPARTED FROM YOU: BUT AM COME INTO THIS PLACE, TO PRAY FOR THE DESOLATION OF SION, AND THAT I MIGHT SEEK MERCY FOR THE LOW ESTATE OF YOUR SANCTUARY. {12:49} AND NOW GO YOUR WAY HOME EVERY MAN, AND AFTER THESE DAYS WILL I COME UNTO YOU. {12:50} SO THE PEOPLE WENT THEIR WAY INTO THE CITY, LIKE AS I COMMANDED THEM: {12:51} BUT I REMAINED STILL IN THE FIELD SEVEN DAYS, AS THE ANGEL COMMANDED ME; AND DID EAT ONLY IN THOSE DAYS OF THE FLOWERS OF THE FIELD, AND HAD MY MEAT OF THE HERBS 
{13:1} AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER SEVEN DAYS, I DREAMED A DREAM BY NIGHT: {13:2} AND, LO, THERE AROSE A WIND FROM THE SEA, THAT IT MOVED ALL THE WAVES THEREOF. {13:3} AND I BEHELD, AND, LO, THAT MAN WAXED STRONG WITH THE THOUSANDS, OF HEAVEN: AND WHEN HE TURNED HIS COUNTENANCE TO LOOK, ALL THE THINGS TREMBLED THAT WERE SEEN UNDER HIM. {13:4} AND WHENSOEVER THE VOICE WENT OUT OF HIS MOUTH, ALL THEY BURNED THAT HEARD HIS VOICE, LIKE AS THE EARTH FAILETH WHEN IT FEELETH THE FIRE. {13:5} AND AFTER THIS I BEHELD, AND, LO, THERE WAS GATHERED TOGETHER A MULTITUDE OF MEN, OUT OF NUMBER, FROM THE FOUR WINDS OF THE HEAVEN, TO SUBDUE THE MAN THAT CAME OUT OF THE SEA {13:6} BUT I BEHELD, AND, LO, HE HAD GRAVED HIMSELF A GREAT MOUNTAIN, AND FLEW UP UPON IT. {13:7} BUT I WOULD HAVE SEEN THE REGION OR PLACE WHEREOUT THE HILL, WAS GRAVEN, AND I COULD NOT. {13:8} AND AFTER THIS I BEHELD, AND, LO, ALL THEY WHICH WERE GATHERED TOGETHER TO SUBDUE HIM WERE SORE AFRAID, AND YET DURST FIGHT. {13:9} AND, LO, AS HE SAW THE VIOLENCE OF THE MULTITUDE THAT CAME, HE NEITHER LIFTED UP HIS HAND, NOR HELD SWORD, NOR ANY INSTRUMENT OF WAR: {13:10} BUT ONLY I SAW THAT HE SENT OUT OF HIS MOUTH AS IT HAD BEEN A BLAST OF FIRE, AND OUT OF HIS LIPS A FLAMING BREATH, AND OUT OF HIS TONGUE HE CAST OUT SPARKS AND TEMPESTS. {13:11} AND THEY WERE ALL MIXED TOGETHER; THE BLAST OF FIRE, THE FLAMING BREATH, AND THE GREAT TEMPEST; AND FELL WITH VIOLENCE UPON THE MULTITUDE WHICH WAS PREPARED TO FIGHT, AND BURNED THEM UP EVERY ONE, SO THAT UPON A SUDDEN OF AN INNUMERABLE MULTITUDE NOTHING WAS TO BE PERCEIVED, BUT ONLY DUST AND SMELL OF SMOKE: WHEN I SAW THIS, I WAS AFRAID. {13:12} AFTERWARD SAW I THE SAME MAN COME DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN, AND CALL UNTO HIM ANOTHER PEACEABLE MULTITUDE. {13:13} AND THERE CAME MUCH PEOPLE UNTO HIM, WHEREOF SOME WERE GLAD, SOME WERE SORRY, AND SOME OF THEM WERE BOUND, AND OTHER SOME BROUGHT OF THEM THAT WERE OFFERED: THEN WAS I SICK THROUGH GREAT FEAR, AND I AWAKED, AND SAID, {13:14} THOU HAST SHEWED THY SERVANT THESE WONDERS FROM THE BEGINNING, AND HAST COUNTED ME WORTHY THAT THOU SHOULDEST RECEIVE MY PRAYER:    {13:15} SHEW ME NOW YET THE INTERPRETATION OF THIS DREAM. {13:16} FOR AS I CONCEIVE IN MINE UNDERSTANDING, WOE UNTO THEM THAT SHALL BE LEFT IN THOSE DAYS AND MUCH MORE WOE UNTO THEM THAT ARE NOT LEFT BEHIND! {13:17} FOR THEY THAT WERE NOT LEFT WERE IN HEAVINESS. {13:18} NOW UNDERSTAND I THE THINGS THAT ARE LAID UP IN THE LATTER DAYS, WHICH SHALL HAPPEN UNTO THEM, AND TO THOSE THAT ARE LEFT BEHIND. {13:19} THEREFORE ARE THEY COME INTO GREAT PERILS AND MANY NECESSITIES, LIKE AS THESE DREAMS DECLARE. {13:20} YET IS IT EASIER FOR HIM THAT IS IN DANGER TO COME INTO THESE THINGS, THAN TO PASS AWAY AS A CLOUD OUT OF THE WORLD, AND NOT TO SEE THE THINGS THAT HAPPEN IN THE LAST DAYS. AND HE ANSWERED UNTO ME, AND SAID, {13:21} THE INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION SHALL I SHEW THEE, AND I WILL OPEN UNTO THEE THE THING THAT THOU HAST REQUIRED. {13:22} WHEREAS THOU HAST SPOKEN OF THEM THAT ARE LEFT BEHIND, THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION: {13:23} HE THAT SHALL ENDURE THE PERIL IN THAT TIME HATH KEPT HIMSELF: THEY THAT BE FALLEN INTO DANGER ARE SUCH AS HAVE WORKS, AND FAITH TOWARD THE ALMIGHTY. {13:24} KNOW THIS THEREFORE, THAT THEY WHICH BE LEFT BEHIND ARE MORE BLESSED THAN THEY THAT BE DEAD. {13:25} THIS IS THE MEANING OF THE VISION: WHEREAS THOU SAWEST A MAN COMING UP FROM THE MIDST OF THE SEA: {13:26} THE SAME IS HE WHOM GOD THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] HATH KEPT A GREAT SEASON, WHICH BY HIS OWN SELF SHALL DELIVER HIS CREATURE: AND HE SHALL ORDER THEM THAT ARE LEFT BEHIND. {13:27} AND WHEREAS THOU SAWEST, THAT OUT OF HIS MOUTH THERE CAME AS A BLAST OF WIND, AND FIRE, AND STORM; {13:28} AND THAT HE HELD NEITHER SWORD, NOR ANY INSTRUMENT OF WAR, BUT THAT THE RUSHING IN OF HIM DESTROYED THE WHOLE MULTITUDE THAT CAME TO SUBDUE HIM; THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION: {13:29} BEHOLD, THE DAYS COME, WHEN THE MOST HIGH WILL BEGIN TO DELIVER THEM THAT ARE UPON THE EARTH. {13:30} AND HE SHALL COME TO THE ASTONISHMENT OF THEM THAT DWELL ON THE EARTH. {13:31} AND ONE SHALL UNDERTAKE TO FIGHT AGAINST ANOTHER, ONE CITY AGAINST ANOTHER, ONE PLACE AGAINST ANOTHER, ONE PEOPLE AGAINST ANOTHER, AND ONE REALM AGAINST ANOTHER. {13:32} AND THE TIME SHALL BE WHEN THESE THINGS SHALL COME TO PASS, AND THE SIGNS SHALL HAPPEN WHICH I SHEWED THEE BEFORE, AND THEN SHALL MY SON BE DECLARED, WHOM THOU SAWEST AS A MAN ASCENDING. {13:33} AND WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE HEAR HIS VOICE, EVERY MAN SHALL IN THEIR OWN LAND LEAVE THE BATTLE THEY HAVE ONE AGAINST ANOTHER. {13:34} AND AN INNUMERABLE MULTITUDE SHALL BE GATHERED TOGETHER, AS THOU SAWEST THEM, WILLING TO COME, AND TO OVERCOME HIM BY FIGHTING. {13:35} BUT HE SHALL STAND UPON THE TOP OF THE MOUNT SION. {13:36} AND SION SHALL COME, AND SHALL BE SHEWED TO ALL MEN, BEING PREPARED AND BUILDED, LIKE AS THOU SAWEST THE HILL, GRAVEN WITHOUT HANDS. {13:37} AND THIS MY SON SHALL REBUKE THE WICKED INVENTIONS OF THOSE NATIONS, WHICH FOR THEIR WICKED LIFE ARE FALLEN INTO THE TEMPEST; {13:38} AND SHALL LAY BEFORE THEM THEIR EVIL THOUGHTS, AND THE TORMENTS WHEREWITH THEY SHALL BEGIN TO BE TORMENTED, WHICH ARE LIKE UNTO A FLAME: AND HE SHALL DESTROY THEM WITHOUT LABOUR BY THE LAW WHICH IS LIKE UNTO ME. {13:39} AND WHEREAS THOU SAWEST THAT HE GATHERED ANOTHER PEACEABLE MULTITUDE UNTO HIM; {13:40} THOSE ARE THE TEN TRIBES, WHICH WERE CARRIED AWAY PRISONERS OUT OF THEIR OWN LAND IN THE TIME OF OSEA THE KING, WHOM SALMANASAR THE KING OF ASSYRIA LED AWAY CAPTIVE, AND HE CARRIED THEM OVER THE WATERS, AND SO CAME THEY INTO ANOTHER LAND. {13:41} BUT THEY TOOK THIS COUNSEL AMONG THEMSELVES, THAT THEY WOULD LEAVE THE MULTITUDE OF THE HEATHEN, AND GO FORTH INTO A FURTHER COUNTRY, WHERE NEVER MANKIND DWELT, {13:42} THAT THEY MIGHT THERE KEEP THEIR STATUTES, WHICH THEY NEVER KEPT IN THEIR OWN LAND. {13:43} AND THEY ENTERED INTO EUPHRATES BY THE NARROW PLACES OF THE RIVER. {13:44} FOR THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] THEN SHEWED SIGNS FOR THEM, AND HELD STILL THE FLOOD, TILL THEY WERE PASSED OVER. {13:45} FOR THROUGH THAT COUNTRY THERE WAS A GREAT WAY TO GO, NAMELY, OF A YEAR AND A HALF: AND THE SAME REGION IS CALLED ARSARETH. {13:46} THEN DWELT THEY THERE UNTIL THE LATTER TIME; AND NOW WHEN THEY SHALL BEGIN TO COME, {13:47} THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] SHALL STAY THE SPRINGS OF THE STREAM AGAIN, THAT THEY MAY GO THROUGH: THEREFORE, SAWEST THOU THE MULTITUDE WITH PEACE. {13:48} BUT THOSE THAT BE LEFT BEHIND OF THY PEOPLE ARE THEY THAT ARE FOUND WITHIN MY BORDERS. {13:49} NOW WHEN HE DESTROYETH THE MULTITUDE OF THE NATIONS THAT ARE GATHERED TOGETHER, HE SHALL DEFEND HIS PEOPLE THAT REMAIN. {13:50} AND THEN SHALL HE SHEW THEM GREAT WONDERS. {13:51} THEN SAID I, O LORD THAT BEAREST RULE, SHEW ME THIS: WHEREFORE HAVE I SEEN THE MAN COMING UP FROM THE MIDST OF THE SEA? {13:52} AND HE SAID UNTO ME, LIKE AS THOU CANST NEITHER SEEK OUT NOR KNOW THE THINGS THAT ARE IN THE DEEP OF THE SEA: EVEN SO CAN NO MAN UPON EARTH SEE MY SON, OR THOSE THAT BE WITH HIM, BUT IN THE DAY TIME. {13:53} THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM WHICH THOU SAWEST, AND WHEREBY THOU ONLY ART HERE LIGHTENED. {13:54} FOR THOU HAST FORSAKEN THINE OWN WAY, AND APPLIED THY DILIGENCE UNTO MY LAW, AND SOUGHT IT. {13:55} THY LIFE HAST THOU ORDERED IN WISDOM, AND HAST CALLED UNDERSTANDING THY MOTHER. {13:56} AND THEREFORE HAVE I SHEWED THEE THE TREASURES OF THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD]: AFTER OTHER THREE DAYS I WILL SPEAK OTHER THINGS UNTO THEE, AND DECLARE UNTO THEE MIGHTY AND WONDROUS THINGS. {13:57} THEN WENT I FORTH INTO THE FIELD, GIVING PRAISE AND THANKS GREATLY UNTO THE MOST-HIGH [JEHOVAH] BECAUSE OF HIS WONDERS WHICH HE DID IN TIME; {13:58} AND BECAUSE HE GOVERNETH THE SAME, AND SUCH THINGS AS FALL IN THEIR SEASONS: AND THERE I SAT THREE DAYS. 
{14:1} AND IT CAME TO PASS UPON THE THIRD DAY, I SAT UNDER AN OAK, AND, BEHOLD, THERE CAME A VOICE OUT OF A BUSH OVER AGAINST ME, AND SAID, ESDRAS, ESDRAS. {14:2} AND I SAID, HERE AM I, LORD AND I STOOD UP UPON MY FEET. {14:3} THEN SAID HE UNTO ME, IN THE BUSH I DID MANIFESTLY REVEAL MYSELF UNTO MOSES, AND TALKED WITH HIM, WHEN MY PEOPLE SERVED IN EGYPT: {14:4} AND I SENT HIM AND LED MY PEOPLE OUT OF EGYPT, AND BROUGHT HIM UP TO THE MOUNT OF WHERE I HELD HIM BY ME A LONG SEASON, {14:5} AND TOLD HIM MANY WONDROUS THINGS, AND SHEWED HIM THE SECRETS OF THE TIMES, AND THE END; AND COMMANDED HIM, SAYING, {14:6} THESE WORDS SHALT THOU DECLARE, AND THESE SHALT THOU HIDE. {14:7} AND NOW I SAY UNTO THEE, {14:8} THAT THOU LAY UP IN THY HEART THE SIGNS THAT I HAVE SHEWED, AND THE DREAMS THAT THOU HAST SEEN, AND THE INTERPRETATIONS WHICH THOU HAST HEARD: {14:9} FOR THOU SHALT BE TAKEN AWAY FROM ALL, AND FROM HENCEFORTH THOU SHALT REMAIN WITH MY SON, AND WITH SUCH AS BE LIKE THEE, UNTIL THE TIMES BE ENDED. {14:10} FOR THE WORLD HATH LOST HIS YOUTH, AND THE TIMES BEGIN TO WAX OLD. {14:11} FOR THE WORLD IS DIVIDED INTO TWELVE PARTS, AND THE TEN PARTS OF IT ARE GONE ALREADY, AND HALF OF A TENTH PART: {14:12} AND THERE REMAINETH THAT WHICH IS AFTER THE HALF OF THE TENTH PART. {14:13} NOW THEREFORE SET THINE HOUSE IN ORDER, AND REPROVE THY PEOPLE, COMFORT SUCH OF THEM AS BE IN TROUBLE, AND NOW RENOUNCE CORRUPTION, {14:14} LET GO FROM THEE MORTAL THOUGHTS, CAST AWAY THE BURDENS OF MAN, PUT OFF NOW THE WEAK NATURE, {14:15} AND SET ASIDE THE THOUGHTS THAT ARE MOST HEAVY UNTO THEE, AND HASTE THEE TO FLEE FROM THESE TIMES. {14:16} FOR YET GREATER EVILS THAN THOSE WHICH THOU HAST SEEN HAPPEN SHALL BE DONE HEREAFTER. {14:17} FOR LOOK HOW MUCH THE WORLD SHALL BE WEAKER THROUGH AGE, SO MUCH THE MORE SHALL EVILS INCREASE UPON THEM THAT DWELL THEREIN. {14:18} FOR THE TIME IS FLED FAR AWAY, AND LEASING IS HARD AT HAND: FOR NOW, HASTETH THE VISION TO COME, WHICH THOU HAST SEEN. {14:19} THEN ANSWERED I BEFORE THEE, AND SAID, {14:20} BEHOLD, LORD, I WILL GO, AS THOU HAST COMMANDED ME, AND REPROVE THE PEOPLE WHICH ARE PRESENT: BUT THEY THAT SHALL BE BORN AFTERWARD, WHO SHALL ADMONISH THEM? THUS THE WORLD IS SET IN DARKNESS, AND THEY THAT DWELL THEREIN ARE WITHOUT LIGHT. {14:21} FOR THY LAW IS BURNT, THEREFORE NO MAN KNOWETH THE THINGS THAT ARE DONE OF THEE, OR THE WORK THAT SHALL BEGIN. {14:22} BUT IF I HAVE FOUND GRACE BEFORE THEE, SEND THE HOLY GHOST INTO ME, AND I SHALL WRITE ALL THAT HATH BEEN DONE IN THE WORLD SINCE THE BEGINNING, WHICH WERE WRITTEN IN THY LAW, THAT MEN MAY FIND THY PATH, AND THAT THEY WHICH WILL LIVE IN THE LATTER DAYS MAY LIVE. {14:23} AND HE ANSWERED ME, SAYING, GO THY WAY, GATHER THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, AND SAY UNTO THEM, THAT THEY SEEK THEE NOT FOR FORTY DAYS. {14:24} BUT LOOK THOU PREPARE THEE MANY BOX TREES, AND TAKE WITH THEE SAREA, DABRIA, SELEMIA, ECANUS, AND ASIEL, THESE FIVE WHICH ARE READY TO WRITE SWIFTLY; {14:25} AND COME HITHER, AND I SHALL LIGHT A CANDLE OF UNDERSTANDING IN THINE HEART, WHICH SHALL NOT BE PUT OUT, TILL THE THINGS BE PERFORMED WHICH THOU SHALT BEGIN TO WRITE. {14:26} AND WHEN THOU HAST DONE, SOME THINGS SHALT THOU PUBLISH, AND SOME THINGS SHALT THOU SHEW SECRETLY TO THE WISE: TO MORROW THIS HOUR SHALT THOU BEGIN TO WRITE. {14:27} THEN WENT I FORTH, AS HE COMMANDED, AND GATHERED ALL THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, AND SAID, {14:28} HEAR THESE WORDS, O ISRAEL. {14:29} OUR FATHERS AT THE BEGINNING WERE STRANGERS IN EGYPT, FROM WHENCE THEY WERE DELIVERED: {14:30} AND RECEIVED THE LAW OF LIFE, WHICH THEY KEPT NOT, WHICH YE ALSO HAVE TRANSGRESSED AFTER THEM. {14:31} THEN WAS THE LAND, EVEN THE LAND OF SION, PARTED AMONG YOU BY LOT: BUT YOUR FATHERS, AND YE YOURSELVES, HAVE DONE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND HAVE NOT KEPT THE WAYS WHICH THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] COMMANDED YOU. {14:32} AND FORASMUCH AS HE IS A RIGHTEOUS JUDGE, HE TOOK FROM YOU IN TIME THE THING THAT HE HAD GIVEN YOU. {14:33} AND NOW ARE YE HERE, AND YOUR BRETHREN AMONG YOU. {14:34} THEREFORE IF SO, BE THAT YE WILL SUBDUE YOUR OWN UNDERSTANDING, AND REFORM YOUR HEARTS, YE SHALL BE KEPT ALIVE AND AFTER DEATH YE SHALL OBTAIN MERCY. {14:35} FOR AFTER DEATH SHALL THE JUDGMENT COME, WHEN WE SHALL LIVE AGAIN: AND THEN SHALL THE NAMES OF THE RIGHTEOUS BE MANIFEST, AND THE WORKS OF THE UNGODLY SHALL BE DECLARED. {14:36} LET NO MAN THEREFORE COME UNTO ME NOW, NOR SEEK AFTER ME THESE FORTY DAYS. {14:37} SO I TOOK THE FIVE MEN, AS HE COMMANDED ME, AND WE WENT INTO THE FIELD, AND REMAINED THERE. {14:38} AND THE NEXT DAY, BEHOLD, A VOICE CALLED ME, SAYING, ESDRAS, OPEN THY MOUTH, AND DRINK THAT I GIVE THEE TO DRINK. {14:39} THEN OPENED I MY MOUTH, AND, BEHOLD, HE REACHED ME A FULL CUP, WHICH WAS FULL AS IT WERE WITH WATER, BUT THE COLOUR OF IT WAS LIKE FIRE. {14:40} AND I TOOK IT, AND DRANK: AND WHEN I HAD DRUNK OF IT, MY HEART UTTERED UNDERSTANDING, AND WISDOM GREW IN MY BREAST, FOR MY SPIRIT STRENGTHENED MY MEMORY: {14:41} AND MY MOUTH WAS OPENED, AND SHUT NO MORE. {14:42} THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] GAVE UNDERSTANDING UNTO THE FIVE MEN, AND THEY WROTE THE WONDERFUL VISIONS OF THE NIGHT THAT WERE TOLD, WHICH THEY KNEW NOT: AND THEY SAT FORTY DAYS, AND THEY WROTE IN THE DAY, AND AT NIGHT THEY ATE BREAD. {14:43} AS FOR ME. I SPAKE IN THE DAY, AND I HELD NOT MY TONGUE BY NIGHT. {14:44} IN FORTY DAYS THEY WROTE TWO HUNDRED AND FOUR BOOKS. {14:45} AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE FORTY DAYS WERE FILLED, THAT THE [MOST] HIGHEST [THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD] SPAKE, SAYING, THE FIRST THAT THOU HAST WRITTEN PUBLISH OPENLY, THAT THE WORTHY AND UNWORTHY MAY READ IT: {14:46} BUT KEEP THE SEVENTY LAST, THAT THOU MAYEST DELIVER THEM ONLY TO SUCH AS BE WISE AMONG THE PEOPLE: {14:47} FOR IN THEM IS THE SPRING OF UNDERSTANDING, THE FOUNTAIN OF WISDOM, AND THE STREAM OF KNOWLEDGE. {14:48} AND I DID SO. 
{15:1} BEHOLD, SPEAK THOU IN THE EARS OF MY PEOPLE THE WORDS OF PROPHECY, WHICH I WILL PUT IN THY MOUTH, SAITH THE LORD: {15:2} AND CAUSE THEM TO BE WRITTEN IN PAPER: FOR THEY ARE FAITHFUL AND TRUE. {15:3} FEAR NOT THE IMAGINATIONS AGAINST THEE, LET NOT THE INCREDULITY OF THEM TROUBLE THEE, THAT SPEAK AGAINST THEE. {15:4} FOR ALL THE UNFAITHFUL SHALL DIE IN THEIR UNFAITHFULNESS. {15:5} BEHOLD, SAITH THE LORD, I WILL BRING PLAGUES UPON THE WORLD; THE SWORD, FAMINE, DEATH, AND DESTRUCTION. {15:6} FOR WICKEDNESS HATH EXCEEDINGLY POLLUTED THE WHOLE EARTH, AND THEIR HURTFUL WORKS ARE FULFILLED. {15:7} THEREFORE SAITH THE LORD, {15:8} I WILL HOLD MY TONGUE NO MORE AS TOUCHING THEIR WICKEDNESS, WHICH THEY PROFANELY COMMIT, NEITHER WILL I SUFFER THEM IN THOSE THINGS, IN WHICH THEY WICKEDLY EXERCISE THEMSELVES: BEHOLD, THE INNOCENT AND RIGHTEOUS BLOOD CRIETH UNTO ME, AND THE SOULS OF THE JUST COMPLAIN CONTINUALLY. {15:9} AND THEREFORE, SAITH THE LORD, I WILL SURELY AVENGE THEM, AND RECEIVE UNTO ME ALL THE INNOCENT BLOOD FROM AMONG THEM. {15:10} BEHOLD, MY PEOPLE IS LED AS A FLOCK TO THE SLAUGHTER: I WILL NOT SUFFER THEM NOW TO DWELL IN THE LAND OF EGYPT: {15:11} BUT I WILL BRING THEM WITH A MIGHTY HAND AND A STRETCHED OUT ARM, AND SMITE EGYPT WITH PLAGUES, AS BEFORE, AND WILL DESTROY ALL THE LAND THEREOF. {15:12} EGYPT SHALL MOURN, AND THE FOUNDATION OF IT SHALL BE SMITTEN WITH THE PLAGUE AND PUNISHMENT THAT GOD SHALL BRING UPON IT. {15:13} THEY THAT TILL THE GROUND SHALL MOURN: FOR THEIR SEEDS SHALL FAIL THROUGH THE BLASTING AND HAIL, AND WITH A FEARFUL CONSTELLATION.    {15:14} WOE TO THE WORLD AND THEM THAT DWELL THEREIN! {15:15} FOR THE SWORD AND THEIR DESTRUCTION DRAWETH NIGH, AND ONE PEOPLE SHALL STAND UP AND FIGHT AGAINST ANOTHER, AND SWORDS IN THEIR HANDS. {15:16} FOR THERE SHALL BE SEDITION AMONG MEN, AND INVADING ONE ANOTHER; THEY SHALL NOT REGARD THEIR KINGS NOR PRINCES, AND THE COURSE OF THEIR ACTIONS SHALL STAND IN THEIR POWER. {15:17} A MAN SHALL DESIRE TO GO INTO A CITY, AND SHALL NOT BE ABLE. {15:18} FOR BECAUSE OF THEIR PRIDE THE CITIES SHALL BE TROUBLED, THE HOUSES SHALL BE DESTROYED, AND MEN SHALL BE AFRAID. {15:19} A MAN SHALL HAVE NO PITY UPON HIS NEIGHBOUR, BUT SHALL DESTROY THEIR HOUSES WITH THE SWORD, AND SPOIL THEIR GOODS, BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF BREAD, AND FOR GREAT TRIBULATION. {15:20} BEHOLD, SAITH GOD, I WILL CALL TOGETHER ALL THE KINGS OF THE EARTH TO REVERENCE ME, WHICH ARE FROM THE RISING OF THE SUN, FROM THE SOUTH, FROM THE EAST, AND LIBANUS; TO TURN THEMSELVES ONE AGAINST ANOTHER, AND REPAY THE THINGS THAT THEY HAVE DONE TO THEM. {15:21} LIKE AS THEY DO YET THIS DAY UNTO MY CHOSEN, SO WILL I DO ALSO, AND RECOMPENSE IN THEIR BOSOM. THUS, SAITH THE LORD GOD; {15:22} MY RIGHT HAND SHALL NOT SPARE THE SINNERS, AND MY SWORD SHALL NOT CEASE OVER THEM THAT SHED INNOCENT BLOOD UPON THE EARTH. {15:23} THE FIRE IS GONE FORTH FROM HIS WRATH, AND HATH CONSUMED THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH, AND THE SINNERS, LIKE THE STRAW THAT IS KINDLED. {15:24} WOE TO THEM THAT SIN, AND KEEP NOT MY COMMANDMENTS! SAITH THE LORD. {15:25} I WILL NOT SPARE THEM: GO YOUR WAY, YE CHILDREN, FROM THE POWER, DEFILE NOT MY SANCTUARY. {15:26} FOR THE LORD KNOWETH ALL THEM THAT SIN AGAINST HIM, AND THEREFORE DELIVERETH HE THEM UNTO DEATH AND DESTRUCTION. {15:27} FOR NOW ARE THE PLAGUES COME UPON THE WHOLE EARTH AND YE SHALL REMAIN IN THEM: FOR GOD SHALL NOT DELIVER YOU, BECAUSE YE HAVE SINNED AGAINST HIM. {15:28} BEHOLD A HORRIBLE VISION, AND THE APPEARANCE THEREOF FROM THE EAST: {15:29} WHERE THE NATIONS OF THE DRAGONS OF ARABIA SHALL COME OUT WITH MANY CHARIOTS, AND THE MULTITUDE OF THEM SHALL BE CARRIED AS THE WIND UPON EARTH, THAT ALL THEY WHICH HEAR THEM MAY FEAR AND TREMBLE. {15:30} ALSO THE CARMANIANS RAGING IN WRATH SHALL GO FORTH AS THE WILD BOARS OF THE WOOD, AND WITH GREAT POWER SHALL THEY COME, AND JOIN BATTLE WITH THEM, AND SHALL WASTE A PORTION OF THE LAND OF THE ASSYRIANS. {15:31} AND THEN SHALL THE DRAGONS HAVE THE UPPER HAND, REMEMBERING THEIR NATURE; AND IF THEY SHALL TURN THEMSELVES, CONSPIRING TOGETHER IN GREAT POWER TO PERSECUTE THEM, {15:32} THEN THESE SHALL BE TROUBLED BLED, AND KEEP SILENCE THROUGH THEIR POWER, AND SHALL FLEE. {15:33} AND FROM THE LAND OF THE ASSYRIANS SHALL THE ENEMY BESIEGE THEM, AND CONSUME SOME OF THEM, AND IN THEIR HOST SHALL BE FEAR AND DREAD, AND STRIFE AMONG THEIR KINGS. {15:34} BEHOLD CLOUDS FROM THE EAST AND FROM THE NORTH UNTO THE SOUTH, AND THEY ARE VERY HORRIBLE TO LOOK UPON, FULL OF WRATH AND STORM. {15:35} THEY SHALL SMITE ONE UPON ANOTHER, AND THEY SHALL SMITE DOWN A GREAT MULTITUDE OF STARS UPON THE EARTH, EVEN THEIR OWN STAR; AND BLOOD SHALL BE FROM THE SWORD UNTO THE BELLY, {15:36} AND DUNG OF MEN UNTO THE CAMEL’S HOUGH. {15:37} AND THERE SHALL BE GREAT FEARFULNESS AND TREMBLING UPON EARTH: AND THEY THAT SEE THE WRATH SHALL BE AFRAID, AND TREMBLING SHALL COME UPON THEM. {15:38} AND THEN SHALL THERE COME GREAT STORMS FROM THE SOUTH, AND FROM THE NORTH, AND ANOTHER PART FROM THE WEST. {15:39} AND STRONG WINDS SHALL ARISE FROM THE EAST, AND SHALL OPEN IT; AND THE CLOUD WHICH HE RAISED UP IN WRATH, AND THE STAR STIRRED TO CAUSE FEAR TOWARD THE EAST AND WEST WIND, SHALL BE DESTROYED. {15:40} THE GREAT AND MIGHTY CLOUDS SHALL BE PUFFED UP FULL OF WRATH, AND THE STAR, THAT THEY MAY MAKE ALL THE EARTH AFRAID, AND THEM THAT DWELL THEREIN; AND THEY SHALL POUR OUT OVER EVERY HIGH AND EMINENT PLACE AN HORRIBLE STAR, {15:41} FIRE, AND HAIL, AND FLYING SWORDS, AND MANY WATERS, THAT ALL FIELDS MAY BE FULL, AND ALL RIVERS, WITH THE ABUNDANCE OF GREAT WATERS. {15:42} AND THEY SHALL BREAK DOWN THE CITIES AND WALLS, MOUNTAINS AND HILLS, TREES OF THE WOOD, AND GRASS OF THE MEADOWS, AND THEIR CORN. {15:43} AND THEY SHALL GO STEDFASTLY UNTO BABYLON, AND MAKE HER AFRAID. {15:44} THEY SHALL COME TO HER, AND BESIEGE HER, THE STAR AND ALL WRATH SHALL THEY POUR OUT UPON HER: THEN SHALL THE DUST AND SMOKE GO UP UNTO THE HEAVEN, AND ALL THEY THAT BE ABOUT HER SHALL BEWAIL HER. {15:45} AND THEY THAT REMAIN UNDER HER SHALL DO SERVICE UNTO THEM THAT HAVE PUT HER IN FEAR. {15:46} AND THOU, ASIA, THAT ART PARTAKER OF THE HOPE OF BABYLON, AND ART THE GLORY OF HER PERSON: {15:47} WOE BE UNTO THEE, THOU WRETCH, BECAUSE THOU HAST MADE THYSELF LIKE UNTO HER; AND HAST DECKED THY DAUGHTERS IN WHOREDOM, THAT THEY MIGHT PLEASE AND GLORY IN THY LOVERS, WHICH HAVE ALWAYS DESIRED TO COMMIT WHOREDOM WITH THEE. {15:48} THOU HAST FOLLOWED HER THAT IS HATED IN ALL HER WORKS AND INVENTIONS: THEREFORE, SAITH GOD, {15:49} I WILL SEND PLAGUES UPON THEE; WIDOWHOOD, POVERTY, FAMINE, SWORD, AND PESTILENCE, TO WASTE THY HOUSES WITH DESTRUCTION AND DEATH. {15:50} AND THE GLORY OF THY POWER SHALL BE DRIED UP AS A FLOWER, THE HEAT SHALL ARISE THAT IS SENT OVER THEE. {15:51} THOU SHALT BE WEAKENED AS A POOR WOMAN WITH STRIPES, AND AS ONE CHASTISED WITH WOUNDS, SO THAT THE MIGHTY AND LOVERS SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO RECEIVE THEE. {15:52} WOULD I WITH JEALOUSY HAVE SO PROCEEDED AGAINST THEE, SAITH THE LORD, {15:53} IF THOU HADST NOT ALWAYS SLAIN MY CHOSEN, EXALTING THE STROKE OF THINE HANDS, AND SAYING OVER THEIR DEAD, WHEN THOU WAST DRUNKEN, {15:54} SET FORTH THE BEAUTY OF THY COUNTENANCE? {15:55} THE REWARD OF THY WHOREDOM SHALL BE IN THY BOSOM, THEREFORE SHALT THOU RECEIVE RECOMPENCE. {15:56} LIKE AS THOU HAST DONE UNTO MY CHOSEN, SAITH THE LORD, EVEN SO SHALL GOD DO UNTO THEE, AND SHALL DELIVER THEE INTO MISCHIEF {15:57} THY CHILDREN SHALL DIE OF HUNGER, AND THOU SHALT FALL THROUGH THE SWORD: THY CITIES SHALL BE BROKEN DOWN, AND ALL THINE SHALL PERISH WITH THE SWORD IN THE FIELD. {15:58} THEY THAT BE IN THE MOUNTAINS SHALL DIE OF HUNGER, AND EAT THEIR OWN FLESH, AND DRINK THEIR OWN BLOOD, FOR VERY HUNGER OF BREAD, AND THIRST OF WATER. {15:59} THOU AS UNHAPPY SHALT COME THROUGH THE SEA, AND RECEIVE PLAGUES AGAIN. {15:60} AND IN THE PASSAGE THEY SHALL RUSH ON THE IDLE CITY, AND SHALL DESTROY SOME PORTION OF THY LAND, AND CONSUME PART OF THY GLORY, AND SHALL RETURN TO BABYLON THAT WAS DESTROYED. {15:61} AND THOU SHALT BE CAST DOWN BY THEM AS STUBBLE, AND THEY SHALL BE UNTO THEE AS FIRE; {15:62} AND SHALL CONSUME THEE, AND THY CITIES, THY LAND, AND THY MOUNTAINS; ALL THY WOODS AND THY FRUITFUL TREES SHALL THEY BURN UP WITH FIRE. {15:63} THY CHILDREN SHALL THEY CARRY AWAY CAPTIVE, AND, LOOK, WHAT THOU HAST, THEY SHALL SPOIL IT, AND MAR THE BEAUTY OF THY FACE. 
{16:1} WOE BE UNTO THEE, BABYLON, AND ASIA! WOE BE UNTO THEE, EGYPT AND SYRIA! {16:2} GIRD UP YOURSELVES WITH CLOTHS OF SACK AND HAIR, BEWAIL YOUR CHILDREN, AND BE SORRY; FOR YOUR DESTRUCTION IS AT HAND. {16:3} A SWORD IS SENT UPON YOU, AND WHO MAY TURN IT BACK? {16:4} A FIRE IS SENT AMONG YOU, AND WHO MAY QUENCH IT? {16:5} PLAGUES ARE SENT UNTO YOU, AND WHAT IS HE THAT MAY DRIVE THEM AWAY? {16:6} MAY ANY MAN DRIVE AWAY A HUNGRY LION IN THE WOOD? OR MAY ANY ONE QUENCH THE FIRE IN STUBBLE, WHEN IT HATH BEGUN TO BURN? {16:7} MAY ONE TURN AGAIN THE ARROW THAT IS SHOT OF A STRONG ARCHER? {16:8} THE MIGHTY LORD SENDETH THE PLAGUES AND WHO IS HE THAT CAN DRIVE THEM AWAY? {16:9} A FIRE SHALL GO FORTH FROM HIS WRATH, AND WHO IS HE THAT MAY QUENCH IT? {16:10} HE SHALL CAST LIGHTNINGS, AND WHO SHALL NOT FEAR? HE SHALL THUNDER, AND WHO SHALL NOT BE AFRAID? {16:11} THE LORD SHALL THREATEN, AND WHO SHALL NOT BE UTTERLY BEATEN TO POWDER AT HIS PRESENCE? {16:12} THE EARTH QUAKETH, AND THE FOUNDATIONS THEREOF; THE SEA ARISETH UP WITH WAVES FROM THE DEEP, AND THE WAVES OF IT ARE TROUBLED, AND THE FISHES THEREOF ALSO, BEFORE THE LORD, AND BEFORE THE GLORY OF HIS POWER: {16:13} FOR STRONG IS HIS RIGHT HAND THAT BENDETH THE BOW, HIS ARROWS THAT HE SHOOTETH ARE SHARP, AND SHALL NOT MISS, WHEN THEY BEGIN TO BE SHOT INTO THE ENDS OF THE WORLD. {16:14} BEHOLD, THE PLAGUES ARE SENT, AND SHALL NOT RETURN AGAIN, UNTIL THEY COME UPON THE EARTH. {16:15} THE FIRE IS KINDLED, AND SHALL NOT BE PUT OUT, TILL IT, CONSUME THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH. {16:16} LIKE AS AN ARROW WHICH IS SHOT OF A MIGHTY ARCHER RETURNETH NOT BACKWARD: EVEN SO THE PLAGUES THAT SHALL BE SENT UPON EARTH SHALL NOT RETURN AGAIN. {16:17} WOE IS ME! WOE IS ME! WHO WILL DELIVER ME IN THOSE DAYS? {16:18} THE BEGINNING OF SORROWS AND GREAT MOURNINGS; THE BEGINNING OF FAMINE AND GREAT DEATH; THE BEGINNING OF WARS, AND THE POWERS SHALL STAND IN FEAR; THE BEGINNING OF EVILS! WHAT SHALL I DO WHEN THESE EVILS SHALL COME? {16:19} BEHOLD, FAMINE AND PLAGUE, TRIBULATION AND ANGUISH, ARE SENT AS SCOURGES FOR AMENDMENT. {16:20} BUT FOR ALL THESE THINGS THEY SHALL NOT TURN FROM THEIR WICKEDNESS, NOR BE ALWAYS MINDFUL OF THE SCOURGES. {16:21} BEHOLD, VICTUALS SHALL BE SO GOOD CHEAP UPON EARTH, THAT THEY SHALL THINK THEMSELVES TO BE IN GOOD CASE, AND EVEN THEN, SHALL EVILS GROW UPON EARTH, SWORD, FAMINE, AND GREAT CONFUSION. {16:22} FOR MANY OF THEM THAT DWELL UPON EARTH SHALL PERISH OF FAMINE; AND THE OTHER, THAT ESCAPE THE HUNGER, SHALL THE SWORD DESTROY. {16:23} AND THE DEAD SHALL BE CAST OUT AS DUNG, AND THERE SHALL BE NO MAN TO COMFORT THEM: FOR THE EARTH SHALL BE WASTED, AND THE CITIES SHALL BE CAST DOWN. {16:24} THERE SHALL BE NO MAN LEFT TO TILL THE EARTH, AND TO SOW IT {16:25} THE TREES SHALL GIVE FRUIT, AND WHO SHALL GATHER THEM? {16:26} THE GRAPES SHALL RIPEN, AND WHO SHALL TREAD THEM? FOR ALL PLACES SHALL BE DESOLATE OF MEN: {16:27} SO THAT ONE MAN SHALL DESIRE TO SEE ANOTHER, AND TO HEAR HIS VOICE. {16:28} FOR OF A CITY THERE SHALL BE TEN LEFT, AND TWO OF THE FIELD, WHICH SHALL HIDE THEMSELVES IN THE THICK GROVES, AND IN THE CLEFTS OF THE ROCKS. {16:29} AS IN AN ORCHARD OF OLIVES UPON EVERY TREE THERE ARE LEFT THREE OR FOUR OLIVES; {16:30} OR AS WHEN A VINEYARD IS GATHERED, THERE ARE LEFT SOME CLUSTERS OF THEM THAT DILIGENTLY SEEK THROUGH THE VINEYARD: {16:31} EVEN SO IN THOSE DAYS THERE SHALL BE THREE OR FOUR LEFT BY THEM THAT SEARCH THEIR HOUSES WITH THE SWORD. {16:32} AND THE EARTH SHALL BE LAID WASTE, AND THE FIELDS THEREOF SHALL WAX OLD, AND HER WAYS AND ALL HER PATHS SHALL GROW FULL OF THORNS, BECAUSE NO MAN SHALL TRAVEL THERETHROUGH. {16:33} THE VIRGINS SHALL MOURN, HAVING NO BRIDEGROOMS; THE WOMEN SHALL MOURN, HAVING NO HUSBANDS; THEIR DAUGHTERS SHALL MOURN, HAVING NO HELPERS. {16:34} IN THE WARS SHALL THEIR BRIDEGROOMS BE DESTROYED, AND THEIR HUSBANDS SHALL PERISH OF FAMINE. {16:35} HEAR NOW THESE THINGS AND UNDERSTAND THEM, YE SERVANTS OF THE LORD. {16:36} BEHOLD, THE WORD OF THE LORD, RECEIVE IT: BELIEVE NOT THE GODS OF WHOM THE LORD SPAKE. {16:37} BEHOLD, THE PLAGUES DRAW NIGH, AND ARE NOT SLACK. {16:38} AS WHEN A WOMAN WITH CHILD IN THE NINTH MONTH BRINGETH FORTH HER SON, WITH TWO OR THREE HOURS OF HER BIRTH GREAT PAINS COMPASS HER WOMB, WHICH PAINS, WHEN THE CHILD COMETH FORTH, THEY SLACK NOT A MOMENT: {16:39} EVEN SO SHALL NOT THE PLAGUES BE SLACK TO COME UPON THE EARTH, AND THE WORLD SHALL MOURN, AND SORROWS SHALL COME UPON IT ON EVERY SIDE. {16:40} O MY PEOPLE, HEAR MY WORD: MAKE YOU READY TO THY BATTLE, AND IN THOSE EVILS BE EVEN AS PILGRIMS UPON THE EARTH. {16:41} HE THAT SELLETH, LET HIM BE AS HE THAT FLEETH AWAY: AND HE THAT BUYETH, AS ONE THAT WILL LOSE: {16:42} HE THAT OCCUPIETH MERCHANDISE, AS HE THAT HATH NO PROFIT BY IT: AND HE THAT BUILDETH, AS HE THAT SHALL NOT DWELL THEREIN: {16:43} HE THAT SOWETH, AS IF HE SHOULD NOT REAP: SO ALSO HE THAT PLANTETH THE VINEYARD, AS HE THAT SHALL NOT GATHER THE GRAPES: {16:44} THEY THAT MARRY, AS THEY THAT SHALL GET NO CHILDREN; AND THEY THAT MARRY NOT, AS THE WIDOWERS. {16:45} AND THEREFORE THEY THAT LABOUR LABOUR IN VAIN: {16:46} FOR STRANGERS SHALL REAP THEIR FRUITS, AND SPOIL THEIR GOODS, OVERTHROW THEIR HOUSES, AND TAKE THEIR CHILDREN CAPTIVES, FOR IN CAPTIVITY AND FAMINE SHALL THEY GET CHILDREN. {16:47} AND THEY THAT OCCUPY THEIR MERCHANDISE WITH ROBBERY, THE MORE THEY DECK THEIR CITIES, THEIR HOUSES, THEIR POSSESSIONS, AND THEIR OWN PERSONS: {16:48} THE MORE WILL I BE ANGRY WITH THEM FOR THEIR SIN, SAITH THE LORD. {16:49} LIKE AS A WHORE ENVIETH A RIGHT HONEST AND VIRTUOUS WOMAN: {16:50} SO SHALL RIGHTEOUSNESS HATE INIQUITY, WHEN SHE DECKETH HERSELF, AND SHALL ACCUSE HER TO HER FACE, WHEN HE COMETH THAT SHALL DEFEND HIM THAT DILIGENTLY SEARCHETH OUT EVERY SIN UPON EARTH. {16:51} AND THEREFORE BE YE NOT LIKE THEREUNTO, NOR TO THE WORKS THEREOF. {16:52} FOR YET A LITTLE, AND INIQUITY SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY OUT OF THE EARTH, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL REIGN AMONG YOU. {16:53} LET NOT THE SINNER SAY THAT HE HATH NOT SINNED: FOR GOD SHALL BURN COALS OF FIRE UPON HIS HEAD, WHICH SAITH BEFORE THE LORD GOD AND HIS GLORY, I HAVE NOT SINNED. {16:54} BEHOLD, THE LORD KNOWETH ALL THE WORKS OF MEN, THEIR IMAGINATIONS, THEIR THOUGHTS, AND THEIR HEARTS: {16:55} WHICH SPAKE BUT THE WORD, LET THE EARTH BE MADE; AND IT WAS MADE: LET THE HEAVEN BE MADE; AND IT WAS CREATED. {16:56} IN HIS WORD WERE THE STARS MADE, AND HE KNOWETH THE NUMBER OF THEM. {16:57} HE SEARCHETH THE DEEP, AND THE TREASURES THEREOF; HE HATH MEASURED THE SEA, AND WHAT IT CONTAINETH. {16:58} HE HATH SHUT THE SEA IN THE MIDST OF THE WATERS, AND WITH HIS WORD HATH HE HANGED THE EARTH UPON THE WATERS. {16:59} HE SPREADETH OUT THE HEAVENS LIKE A VAULT; UPON THE WATERS HATH HE FOUNDED IT. {16:60} IN THE DESERT HATH HE MADE SPRINGS OF WATER, AND POOLS UPON THE TOPS OF THE MOUNTAINS, THAT THE FLOODS MIGHT POUR DOWN FROM THE HIGH ROCKS TO WATER THE EARTH. {16:61} HE MADE MAN, AND PUT HIS HEART IN THE MIDST OF THE BODY, AND GAVE HIM BREATH, LIFE, AND UNDERSTANDING. {16:62} YEA AND THE SPIRIT OF ALMIGHTY GOD, WHICH MADE ALL THINGS, AND SEARCHETH OUT ALL HIDDEN THINGS IN THE SECRETS OF THE EARTH, {16:63} SURELY, HE KNOWETH YOUR INVENTIONS, AND WHAT YE THINK IN YOUR HEARTS, EVEN THEM THAT SIN, AND WOULD HIDE THEIR SIN. {16:64} THEREFORE HATH THE LORD EXACTLY SEARCHED OUT ALL YOUR WORKS, AND HE WILL PUT YOU ALL TO SHAME. {16:65} AND WHEN YOUR SINS ARE BROUGHT FORTH, YE SHALL BE ASHAMED BEFORE MEN, AND YOUR OWN SINS SHALL BE YOUR ACCUSERS IN THAT DAY. {16:66} WHAT WILL YE DO? OR HOW WILL YE HIDE YOUR SINS BEFORE GOD AND HIS ANGELS? {16:67} BEHOLD, GOD HIMSELF IS THE JUDGE, FEAR HIM: LEAVE OFF FROM YOUR SINS, AND FORGET YOUR INIQUITIES, TO MEDDLE NO MORE WITH THEM FOR EVER: SO, SHALL GOD LEAD YOU FORTH, AND DELIVER YOU FROM ALL TROUBLE. {16:68} FOR, BEHOLD, THE BURNING WRATH OF A GREAT MULTITUDE IS KINDLED OVER YOU, AND THEY SHALL TAKE AWAY CERTAIN OF YOU, AND FEED YOU, BEING IDLE, WITH THINGS OFFERED UNTO IDOLS. {16:69} AND THEY THAT CONSENT UNTO THEM SHALL BE HAD IN DERISION AND IN REPROACH, AND TRODDEN UNDER FOOT. {16:70} FOR THERE SHALL BE IN EVERY PLACE, AND IN THE NEXT CITIES, A GREAT INSURRECTION UPON THOSE THAT FEAR THE LORD. {16:71} THEY SHALL BE LIKE MAD MEN, SPARING NONE, BUT STILL SPOILING AND DESTROYING THOSE THAT FEAR THE LORD. {16:72} FOR THEY SHALL WASTE AND TAKE AWAY THEIR GOODS, AND CAST THEM OUT OF THEIR HOUSES. {16:73} THEN SHALL THEY BE KNOWN, WHO ARE MY CHOSEN; AND THEY SHALL BE TRIED AS THE GOLD IN THE FIRE. {16:74} HEAR, O YE MY BELOVED, SAITH THE LORD: BEHOLD, THE DAYS OF TROUBLE ARE AT HAND, BUT I WILL DELIVER YOU FROM THE SAME. {16:75} BE YE NOT AFRAID NEITHER DOUBT; FOR GOD IS YOUR GUIDE, {16:76} AND THE GUIDE OF THEM WHO KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS AND PRECEPTS, SAITH THE LORD GOD: LET NOT YOUR SINS WEIGH YOU DOWN, AND LET NOT YOUR INIQUITIES LIFT UP THEMSELVES. {16:77} WOE BE UNTO THEM THAT ARE BOUND WITH THEIR SINS, AND COVERED WITH THEIR INIQUITIES LIKE AS A FIELD IS COVERED OVER WITH BUSHES, AND THE PATH THEREOF COVERED WITH THORNS, THAT NO MAN MAY TRAVEL THROUGH! {16:78} IT IS LEFT UNDRESSED, AND IS CAST INTO THE FIRE TO BE CONSUMED THEREWITH.
PRAYER OF MANASSAH
THE PRAYER OF MANASSEHOR, THE PRAYER OF MANASSES KING OF JUDAH
{1:1} O LORD, ALMIGHTY GOD OF OUR FATHERS, ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, AND OF THEIR RIGHTEOUS SEED; WHO HAST MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, WITH ALL THE ORNAMENT THEREOF; WHO HAST BOUND THE SEA BY THE WORD OF THY COMMANDMENT; WHO HAST SHUT UP THE DEEP, AND SEALED IT BY THY TERRIBLE AND GLORIOUS NAME; WHOM ALL MEN FEAR, AND TREMBLE BEFORE THY POWER; FOR THE MAJESTY OF THY GLORY CANNOT BE BORNE, AND THINE ANGRY THREATENING TOWARD SINNERS IS IMPORTABLE: BUT THY MERCIFUL PROMISE IS UNMEASURABLE AND UNSEARCHABLE; FOR THOU ART THE MOST HIGH LORD, OF GREAT COMPASSION, LONGSUFFERING, VERY MERCIFUL, AND REPENTEST OF THE EVILS OF MEN. THOU, O LORD, ACCORDING TO THY GREAT GOODNESS HAST PROMISED REPENTANCE AND FORGIVENESS TO THEM THAT HAVE SINNED AGAINST THEE: AND OF THINE INFINITE MERCIES HAST APPOINTED REPENTANCE UNTO SINNERS, THAT THEY MAY BE SAVED. THOU THEREFORE, O LORD, THAT ART THE GOD OF THE JUST, HAST NOT APPOINTED REPENTANCE TO THE JUST, AS TO ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, WHICH HAVE NOT SINNED AGAINST THEE; BUT THOU HAST APPOINTED REPENTANCE UNTO ME THAT AM A SINNER: FOR I HAVE SINNED ABOVE THE NUMBER OF THE SANDS OF THE SEA. MY TRANSGRESSIONS, O LORD, ARE MULTIPLIED: MY TRANSGRESSIONS ARE MULTIPLIED, AND I AM NOT WORTHY TO BEHOLD AND SEE THE HEIGHT OF HEAVEN FOR THE MULTITUDE OF MINE INIQUITIES. I AM BOWED DOWN WITH MANY IRON BANDS, THAT I CANNOT LIFE UP MINE HEAD, NEITHER HAVE ANY RELEASE: FOR I HAVE PROVOKED THY WRATH, AND DONE EVIL BEFORE THEE: I DID NOT THY WILL, NEITHER KEPT I THY COMMANDMENTS: I HAVE SET UP ABOMINATIONS, AND HAVE MULTIPLIED OFFENCES. NOW THEREFORE I BOW THE KNEE OF MINE HEART, BESEECHING THEE OF GRACE. I HAVE SINNED, O LORD, I HAVE SINNED, AND I ACKNOWLEDGE MINE INIQUITIES: WHEREFORE, I HUMBLY BESEECH THEE, FORGIVE ME, O LORD, FORGIVE ME, AND DESTROY ME NOT WITH MINE INIQUITIES. BE NOT ANGRY WITH ME FOR EVER, BY RESERVING EVIL FOR ME; NEITHER CONDEMN ME TO THE LOWER PARTS OF THE EARTH. FOR THOU ART THE GOD, EVEN THE GOD OF THEM THAT REPENT; AND IN ME THOU WILT SHEW ALL THY GOODNESS: FOR THOU WILT SAVE ME, THAT AM UNWORTHY, ACCORDING TO THY GREAT MERCY. THEREFORE, I WILL PRAISE THEE FOR EVER ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE: FOR ALL THE POWERS OF THE HEAVENS DO PRAISE THEE, AND THINE IS THE GLORY FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK I
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THREE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND THIRTY-THREE YEARS FROM THE CREATION TO THE DEATH OF ISAAC
CHAPTER 1. THE CONSTITUTION OF THE WORLD AND THE DISPOSITION OF THE ELEMENTS. 
1. IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH. BUT WHEN THE EARTH DID NOT COME INTO SIGHT, BUT WAS COVERED WITH THICK DARKNESS, AND A WIND MOVED UPON ITS SURFACE, GOD COMMANDED THAT THERE SHOULD BE LIGHT: AND WHEN THAT WAS MADE, HE CONSIDERED THE WHOLE MASS, AND SEPARATED THE LIGHT AND THE DARKNESS; AND THE NAME HE GAVE TO ONE WAS NIGHT, AND THE OTHER HE CALLED DAY: AND HE NAMED THE BEGINNING OF LIGHT, AND THE TIME OF REST, THE EVENING AND THE MORNING, AND THIS WAS INDEED THE FIRST DAY. BUT MOSES SAID IT WAS ONE DAY; THE CAUSE OF WHICH I AM ABLE TO GIVE EVEN NOW; BUT BECAUSE I HAVE PROMISED TO GIVE SUCH REASONS FOR ALL THINGS IN A TREATISE BY ITSELF, I SHALL PUT OFF ITS EXPOSITION TILL THAT TIME. AFTER THIS, ON THE SECOND DAY, HE PLACED THE HEAVEN OVER THE WHOLE WORLD, AND SEPARATED IT FROM THE OTHER PARTS, AND HE DETERMINED IT SHOULD STAND BY ITSELF. HE ALSO PLACED A CRYSTALLINE [FIRMAMENT] ROUND IT, AND PUT IT TOGETHER IN A MANNER AGREEABLE TO THE EARTH, AND FITTED IT FOR GIVING MOISTURE AND RAIN, AND FOR AFFORDING THE ADVANTAGE OF DEWS. ON THE THIRD DAY HE APPOINTED THE DRY LAND TO APPEAR, WITH THE SEA ITSELF ROUND ABOUT IT; AND ON THE VERY SAME DAY HE MADE THE PLANTS AND THE SEEDS TO SPRING OUT OF THE EARTH. ON THE FOURTH DAY HE ADORNED THE HEAVEN WITH THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE OTHER STARS, AND APPOINTED THEM THEIR MOTIONS AND COURSES, THAT THE VICISSITUDES OF THE SEASONS MIGHT BE CLEARLY SIGNIFIED. AND ON THE FIFTH DAY HE PRODUCED THE LIVING CREATURES, BOTH THOSE THAT SWIM, AND THOSE THAT FLY; THE FORMER IN THE SEA, THE LATTER IN THE AIR: HE ALSO SORTED THEM AS TO SOCIETY AND MIXTURE, FOR PROCREATION, AND THAT THEIR KINDS MIGHT INCREASE AND MULTIPLY. ON THE SIXTH DAY HE CREATED THE FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS, AND MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE: ON THE SAME DAY HE ALSO FORMED MAN. ACCORDINGLY, MOSES SAYS, THAT IN JUST SIX DAYS THE WORLD, AND ALL THAT IS THEREIN, WAS MADE. AND THAT THE SEVENTH DAY WAS A REST, AND A RELEASE FROM THE LABOR OF SUCH OPERATIONS; WHENCE IT IS THAT WE CELEBRATE A REST FROM OUR LABORS ON THAT DAY, AND CALL IT THE SABBATH, WHICH WORD DENOTES REST IN THE HEBREW TONGUE. 
2. MOREOVER, MOSES, AFTER THE SEVENTH DAY WAS OVER BEGINS TO TALK PHILOSOPHICALLY; AND CONCERNING THE FORMATION OF MAN, SAYS THUS: THAT GOD TOOK DUST FROM THE GROUND, AND FORMED MAN, AND INSERTED IN HIM A SPIRIT AND A SOUL. THIS MAN WAS CALLED ADAM, WHICH IN THE HEBREW TONGUE SIGNIFIES ONE THAT IS RED, BECAUSE HE WAS FORMED OUT OF RED EARTH, COMPOUNDED TOGETHER; FOR OF THAT KIND IS VIRGIN AND TRUE EARTH. GOD ALSO PRESENTED THE LIVING CREATURES, WHEN HE HAD MADE THEM, ACCORDING TO THEIR KINDS, BOTH MALE AND FEMALE, TO ADAM, WHO GAVE THEM THOSE NAMES BY WHICH THEY ARE STILL CALLED. BUT WHEN HE SAW THAT ADAM HAD NO FEMALE COMPANION, NO SOCIETY, FOR THERE WAS NO SUCH CREATED, AND THAT HE WONDERED AT THE OTHER ANIMALS WHICH WERE MALE AND FEMALE, HE LAID HIM ASLEEP, AND TOOK AWAY ONE OF HIS RIBS, AND OUT OF IT FORMED THE WOMAN; WHEREUPON ADAM KNEW HER WHEN SHE WAS BROUGHT TO HIM, AND ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SHE WAS MADE OUT OF HIMSELF. NOW A WOMAN IS CALLED IN THE HEBREW TONGUE ISSA; BUT THE NAME OF THIS WOMAN WAS EVE, WHICH SIGNIFIES THE MOTHER OF ALL LIVING. 
3. MOSES SAYS FURTHER, THAT GOD PLANTED A PARADISE IN THE EAST, FLOURISHING WITH ALL SORTS OF TREES; AND THAT AMONG THEM WAS THE TREE OF LIFE, AND ANOTHER OF KNOWLEDGE, WHEREBY WAS TO BE KNOWN WHAT WAS GOOD AND EVIL; AND THAT WHEN HE BROUGHT ADAM AND HIS WIFE INTO THIS GARDEN, HE COMMANDED HIM TO TAKE CARE OF THE PLANTS. NOW THE GARDEN WAS WATERED BY ONE RIVER, WHICH RAN [A] ROUND ABOUT THE WHOLE EARTH, AND WAS PARTED INTO FOUR PARTS. AND PHISON, WHICH DENOTES A MULTITUDE, RUNNING INTO INDIA, MAKES ITS EXIT INTO THE SEA, AND IS BY THE GREEKS CALLED GANGES. EUPHRATES ALSO, AS WELL AS TIGRIS, GOES DOWN INTO THE RED SEA. NOW THE NAME EUPHRATES, OR PHRATH, DENOTES EITHER A DISPERSION, OR A FLOWER: BY TIRIS, OR DIGLATH, IS SIGNIFIED WHAT IS SWIFT, WITH NARROWNESS; AND GEON RUNS THROUGH EGYPT, AND DENOTES WHAT ARISES FROM THE EAST, WHICH THE GREEKS CALL NILE. 
4. GOD THEREFORE COMMANDED THAT ADAM AND HIS WIFE SHOULD EAT OF ALL THE REST OF THE PLANTS, BUT TO ABSTAIN FROM THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE; AND FORETOLD TO THEM, THAT IF THEY TOUCHED IT, IT WOULD PROVE THEIR DESTRUCTION. BUT WHILE ALL THE LIVING CREATURES HAD ONE LANGUAGE, AT THAT TIME THE SERPENT, WHICH THEN LIVED TOGETHER WITH ADAM AND HIS WIFE, SHEWED AN ENVIOUS DISPOSITION, AT HIS SUPPOSAL OF THEIR LIVING HAPPILY, AND IN OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMANDS OF GOD; AND IMAGINING, THAT WHEN THEY DISOBEYED THEM, THEY WOULD FALL INTO CALAMITIES, HE PERSUADED THE WOMAN, OUT OF A MALICIOUS INTENTION, TO TASTE OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, TELLING THEM, THAT IN THAT TREE WAS THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL; WHICH KNOWLEDGE, WHEN THEY SHOULD OBTAIN, THEY WOULD LEAD A HAPPY LIFE; NAY, A LIFE NOT INFERIOR TO THAT OF A GOD: BY WHICH MEANS HE OVERCAME THE WOMAN, AND PERSUADED HER TO DESPISE THE COMMAND OF GOD. NOW WHEN SHE HAD TASTED OF THAT TREE, AND WAS PLEASED WITH ITS FRUIT, SHE PERSUADED ADAM TO MAKE USE OF IT ALSO. UPON THIS THEY PERCEIVED THAT THEY WERE BECOME NAKED TO ONE ANOTHER; AND BEING ASHAMED THUS TO APPEAR ABROAD, THEY INVENTED SOMEWHAT TO COVER THEM; FOR THE TREE SHARPENED THEIR UNDERSTANDING; AND THEY COVERED THEMSELVES WITH FIG-LEAVES; AND TYING THESE BEFORE THEM, OUT OF MODESTY, THEY THOUGHT THEY WERE HAPPIER THAN THEY WERE BEFORE, AS THEY HAD DISCOVERED WHAT THEY WERE IN WANT OF. BUT WHEN GOD CAME INTO THE GARDEN, ADAM, WHO WAS WONT BEFORE TO COME AND CONVERSE WITH HIM, BEING CONSCIOUS OF HIS WICKED BEHAVIOR, WENT OUT OF THE WAY. THIS BEHAVIOR SURPRISED GOD; AND HE ASKED WHAT WAS THE CAUSE OF THIS HIS PROCEDURE; AND WHY HE, THAT BEFORE DELIGHTED IN THAT CONVERSATION, DID NOW FLY FROM IT, AND AVOID IT. WHEN HE MADE NO REPLY, AS CONSCIOUS TO HIMSELF THAT HE HAD TRANSGRESSED THE COMMAND OF GOD, GOD SAID, "I HAD BEFORE DETERMINED ABOUT YOU BOTH, HOW YOU MIGHT LEAD A HAPPY LIFE, WITHOUT ANY AFFLICTION, AND CARE, AND VEXATION OF SOUL; AND THAT ALL THINGS WHICH MIGHT CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR ENJOYMENT AND PLEASURE SHOULD GROW UP BY MY PROVIDENCE, OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, WITHOUT YOUR OWN LABOR AND PAINS-TAKING; WHICH STATE OF LABOR AND PAINS-TAKING WOULD SOON BRING ON OLD AGE, AND DEATH WOULD NOT BE AT ANY REMOTE DISTANCE: BUT NOW THOU HAST ABUSED THIS MY GOOD-WILL, AND HAST DISOBEYED MY COMMANDS; FOR THY SILENCE IS NOT THE SIGN OF THY VIRTUE, BUT OF THY EVIL CONSCIENCE." HOWEVER, ADAM EXCUSED HIS SIN, AND ENTREATED GOD NOT TO BE ANGRY AT HIM, AND LAID THE BLAME OF WHAT WAS DONE UPON HIS WIFE; AND SAID THAT HE WAS DECEIVED BY HER, AND THENCE BECAME AN OFFENDER; WHILE SHE AGAIN ACCUSED THE SERPENT. BUT GOD ALLOTTED HIM PUNISHMENT, BECAUSE HE WEAKLY SUBMITTED TO THE COUNSEL OF HIS WIFE; AND SAID THE GROUND SHOULD NOT HENCEFORTH YIELD ITS FRUITS OF ITS OWN ACCORD, BUT THAT WHEN IT SHOULD BE HARASSED BY THEIR LABOR, IT SHOULD BRING FORTH SOME OF ITS FRUITS, AND REFUSE TO BRING FORTH OTHERS. HE ALSO MADE EVE LIABLE TO THE INCONVENIENCY OF BREEDING, AND THE SHARP PAINS OF BRINGING FORTH CHILDREN; AND THIS BECAUSE SHE PERSUADED ADAM WITH THE SAME ARGUMENTS WHEREWITH THE SERPENT HAD PERSUADED HER, AND HAD THEREBY BROUGHT HIM INTO A CALAMITOUS CONDITION. HE ALSO DEPRIVED THE SERPENT OF SPEECH, OUT OF INDIGNATION AT HIS MALICIOUS DISPOSITION TOWARDS ADAM. BESIDES THIS, HE INSERTED POISON UNDER HIS TONGUE, AND MADE HIM AN ENEMY TO MEN; AND SUGGESTED TO THEM, THAT THEY SHOULD DIRECT THEIR STROKES AGAINST HIS HEAD, THAT BEING THE PLACE WHEREIN LAY HIS MISCHIEVOUS DESIGNS TOWARDS MEN, AND IT BEING EASIEST TO TAKE VENGEANCE ON HIM, THAT WAY. AND WHEN HE HAD DEPRIVED HIM OF THE USE OF HIS FEET, HE MADE HIM TO GO ROLLING ALL ALONG, AND DRAGGING HIMSELF UPON THE GROUND. AND WHEN GOD HAD APPOINTED THESE PENALTIES FOR THEM, HE REMOVED ADAM AND EVE OUT OF THE GARDEN INTO ANOTHER PLACE. 
CHAPTER 2. CONCERNING THE POSTERITY OF ADAM, AND THE TEN GENERATIONS FROM HIM TO THE DELUGE. 
1. ADAM AND EVE HAD TWO SONS: THE ELDER OF THEM WAS NAMED CAIN; WHICH NAME, WHEN IT IS INTERPRETED, SIGNIFIES A POSSESSION: THE YOUNGER WAS ABEL, WHICH SIGNIFIES SORROW. THEY HAD ALSO DAUGHTERS. NOW THE TWO BRETHREN WERE PLEASED WITH DIFFERENT COURSES OF LIFE: FOR ABEL, THE YOUNGER, WAS A LOVER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND BELIEVING THAT GOD WAS PRESENT AT ALL HIS ACTIONS, HE EXCELLED IN VIRTUE; AND HIS EMPLOYMENT WAS THAT OF A SHEPHERD. BUT CAIN WAS NOT ONLY VERY WICKED IN OTHER RESPECTS, BUT WAS WHOLLY INTENT UPON GETTING; AND HE FIRST CONTRIVED TO PLOUGH THE GROUND. HE SLEW HIS BROTHER ON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING: - THEY HAD RESOLVED TO SACRIFICE TO GOD. NOW CAIN BROUGHT THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH, AND OF HIS HUSBANDRY; BUT ABEL BROUGHT MILK, AND THE FIRST-FRUITS OF HIS FLOCKS: BUT GOD WAS MORE DELIGHTED WITH THE LATTER OBLATION, WHEN HE WAS HONORED WITH WHAT GREW NATURALLY OF ITS OWN ACCORD, THAN HE WAS WITH WHAT WAS THE INVENTION OF A COVETOUS MAN, AND GOTTEN BY FORCING THE GROUND; WHENCE IT WAS THAT CAIN WAS VERY ANGRY THAT ABEL WAS PREFERRED BY GOD BEFORE HIM; AND HE SLEW HIS BROTHER, AND HID HIS DEAD BODY, THINKING TO ESCAPE DISCOVERY. BUT GOD, KNOWING WHAT HAD BEEN DONE, CAME TO CAIN, AND ASKED HIM WHAT WAS BECOME OF HIS BROTHER, BECAUSE HE HAD NOT SEEN HIM OF MANY DAYS; WHEREAS HE USED TO OBSERVE THEM CONVERSING TOGETHER AT OTHER TIMES. BUT CAIN WAS IN DOUBT WITH HIMSELF, AND KNEW NOT WHAT ANSWER TO GIVE TO GOD. AT FIRST, HE SAID THAT HE WAS HIMSELF AT A LOSS ABOUT HIS BROTHER'S DISAPPEARING; BUT WHEN HE WAS PROVOKED BY GOD, WHO PRESSED HIM VEHEMENTLY, AS RESOLVING TO KNOW WHAT THE MATTER WAS, HE REPLIED, HE WAS NOT HIS BROTHER'S GUARDIAN OR KEEPER, NOR WAS HE AN OBSERVER OF WHAT HE DID. BUT, IN RETURN, GOD CONVICTED CAIN, AS HAVING BEEN THE MURDERER OF HIS BROTHER; AND SAID, "I WONDER AT THEE, THAT THOU KNOWEST NOT WHAT IS BECOME OF A MAN WHOM THOU THYSELF HAST DESTROYED." GOD THEREFORE DID NOT INFLICT THE PUNISHMENT [OF DEATH] UPON HIM, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS OFFERING SACRIFICE, AND THEREBY MAKING SUPPLICATION TO HIM NOT TO BE EXTREME IN HIS WRATH TO HIM; BUT HE MADE HIM ACCURSED, AND THREATENED HIS POSTERITY IN THE SEVENTH GENERATION. HE ALSO CAST HIM, TOGETHER WITH HIS WIFE, OUT OF THAT LAND. AND WHEN HE WAS AFRAID THAT IN WANDERING ABOUT, HE SHOULD FALL AMONG WILD BEASTS, AND BY THAT MEANS PERISH, GOD BID HIM NOT TO ENTERTAIN SUCH A MELANCHOLY SUSPICION, AND TO GO OVER ALL THE EARTH WITHOUT FEAR OF WHAT MISCHIEF HE MIGHT SUFFER FROM WILD BEASTS; AND SETTING A MARK UPON HIM, THAT HE MIGHT BE KNOWN, HE COMMANDED HIM TO DEPART. 
2. AND WHEN CAIN HAD TRAVELED OVER MANY COUNTRIES, HE, WITH HIS WIFE, BUILT A CITY, NAMED NOD, WHICH IS A PLACE SO CALLED, AND THERE HE SETTLED HIS ABODE; WHERE ALSO HE HAD CHILDREN. HOWEVER, HE DID NOT ACCEPT OF HIS PUNISHMENT IN ORDER TO AMENDMENT, BUT TO INCREASE HIS WICKEDNESS; FOR HE ONLY AIMED TO PROCURE EVERY THING THAT WAS FOR HIS OWN BODILY PLEASURE, THOUGH IT OBLIGED HIM TO BE INJURIOUS TO HIS NEIGHBORS. HE AUGMENTED HIS HOUSEHOLD SUBSTANCE WITH MUCH WEALTH, BY RAPINE AND VIOLENCE; HE EXCITED HIS ACQUAINTANCE TO PROCURE PLEASURES AND SPOILS BY ROBBERY, AND BECAME A GREAT LEADER OF MEN INTO WICKED COURSES. HE ALSO INTRODUCED A CHANGE IN THAT WAY OF SIMPLICITY WHEREIN MEN LIVED BEFORE; AND WAS THE AUTHOR OF MEASURES AND WEIGHTS. AND WHEREAS THEY LIVED INNOCENTLY AND GENEROUSLY WHILE THEY KNEW NOTHING OF SUCH ARTS, HE CHANGED THE WORLD INTO CUNNING CRAFTINESS. HE FIRST OF ALL SET BOUNDARIES ABOUT LANDS: HE BUILT A CITY, AND FORTIFIED IT WITH WALLS, AND HE COMPELLED HIS FAMILY TO COME TOGETHER TO IT; AND CALLED THAT CITY ENOCH, AFTER THE NAME OF HIS ELDEST SON ENOCH. NOW JARED WAS THE SON OF ENOCH; WHOSE SON WAS MALALIEL; WHOSE SON WAS MATHUSELA; WHOSE SON WAS LAMECH; WHO HAD SEVENTY-SEVEN CHILDREN BY TWO WIVES, SILLA AND ADA. OF THOSE CHILDREN BY ADA, ONE WAS JABAL: HE ERECTED TENTS, AND LOVED THE LIFE OF A SHEPHERD. BUT JUBAL, WHO WAS BORN OF THE SAME MOTHER WITH HIM, EXERCISED HIMSELF IN MUSIC; AND INVENTED THE PSALTERY AND THE HARP. BUT TUBAL, ONE OF HIS CHILDREN BY THE OTHER WIFE, EXCEEDED ALL MEN IN STRENGTH, AND WAS VERY EXPERT AND FAMOUS IN MARTIAL PERFORMANCES. HE PROCURED WHAT TENDED TO THE PLEASURES OF THE BODY BY THAT METHOD; AND FIRST OF ALL, INVENTED THE ART OF MAKING BRASS. LAMECH WAS ALSO THE FATHER OF A DAUGHTER, WHOSE NAME WAS NAAMAH. AND BECAUSE HE WAS SO SKILLFUL IN MATTERS OF DIVINE REVELATION, THAT HE KNEW HE WAS TO BE PUNISHED FOR CAIN'S MURDER OF HIS BROTHER, HE MADE THAT KNOWN TO HIS WIVES. NAY, EVEN WHILE ADAM WAS ALIVE, IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE POSTERITY OF CAIN BECAME EXCEEDING WICKED, EVERY ONE SUCCESSIVELY DYING, ONE AFTER ANOTHER, MORE WICKED THAN THE FORMER. THEY WERE INTOLERABLE IN WAR, AND VEHEMENT IN ROBBERIES; AND IF ANY ONE, WERE SLOW TO MURDER PEOPLE, YET WAS HE BOLD IN HIS PROFLIGATE BEHAVIOR, IN ACTING UNJUSTLY, AND DOING INJURIES FOR GAIN. 
3. NOW ADAM, WHO WAS THE FIRST MAN, AND MADE OUT OF THE EARTH, (FOR OUR DISCOURSE MUST NOW BE ABOUT HIM,) AFTER ABEL WAS SLAIN, AND CAIN FLED AWAY, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS MURDER, WAS SOLICITOUS FOR POSTERITY, AND HAD A VEHEMENT DESIRE OF CHILDREN, HE BEING TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS OLD; AFTER WHICH TIME HE LIVED OTHER SEVEN HUNDRED, AND THEN DIED. HE HAD INDEED MANY OTHER CHILDREN, BUT SETH IN PARTICULAR. AS FOR THE REST, IT WOULD BE TEDIOUS TO NAME THEM; I WILL THEREFORE ONLY ENDEAVOR TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THOSE THAT PROCEEDED FROM SETH. NOW THIS SETH, WHEN HE WAS BROUGHT UP, AND CAME TO THOSE YEARS IN WHICH HE COULD DISCERN WHAT WAS GOOD, BECAME A VIRTUOUS MAN; AND AS HE WAS HIMSELF OF AN EXCELLENT CHARACTER, SO DID HE LEAVE CHILDREN BEHIND HIM WHO IMITATED HIS VIRTUES. ALL THESE PROVED TO BE OF GOOD DISPOSITIONS. THEY ALSO INHABITED THE SAME COUNTRY WITHOUT DISSENSIONS, AND IN A HAPPY CONDITION, WITHOUT ANY MISFORTUNES FALLING UPON THEM, TILL THEY DIED. THEY ALSO WERE THE INVENTORS OF THAT PECULIAR SORT OF WISDOM WHICH IS CONCERNED WITH THE HEAVENLY BODIES, AND THEIR ORDER. AND THAT THEIR INVENTIONS MIGHT NOT BE LOST BEFORE THEY WERE SUFFICIENTLY KNOWN, UPON ADAM'S PREDICTION THAT THE WORLD WAS TO BE DESTROYED AT ONE TIME BY THE FORCE OF FIRE, AND AT ANOTHER TIME BY THE VIOLENCE AND QUANTITY OF WATER, THEY MADE TWO PILLARS, THE ONE OF BRICK, THE OTHER OF STONE: THEY INSCRIBED THEIR DISCOVERIES ON THEM BOTH, THAT IN CASE THE PILLAR OF BRICK SHOULD BE DESTROYED BY THE FLOOD, THE PILLAR OF STONE MIGHT REMAIN, AND EXHIBIT THOSE DISCOVERIES TO MANKIND; AND ALSO INFORM THEM THAT THERE WAS ANOTHER PILLAR OF BRICK ERECTED BY THEM. NOW THIS REMAINS IN THE LAND OF SIRIAD TO THIS DAY. 
CHAPTER 3. CONCERNING THE FLOOD; AND AFTER WHAT MANNER NOAH WAS SAVED IN AN ARK, WITH HIS KINDRED, AND AFTERWARDS DWELT IN THE PLAIN OF SHINAR. 
1. NOW THIS POSTERITY OF SETH CONTINUED TO ESTEEM GOD AS THE LORD OF THE UNIVERSE, AND TO HAVE AN ENTIRE REGARD TO VIRTUE, FOR SEVEN GENERATIONS; BUT IN PROCESS OF TIME THEY WERE PERVERTED, AND FORSOOK THE PRACTICES OF THEIR FOREFATHERS; AND DID NEITHER PAY THOSE HONORS TO GOD WHICH WERE APPOINTED THEM, NOR HAD THEY ANY CONCERN TO DO JUSTICE TOWARDS MEN. BUT FOR WHAT DEGREE OF ZEAL THEY HAD FORMERLY SHOWN FOR VIRTUE, THEY NOW SHOWED BY THEIR ACTIONS A DOUBLE DEGREE OF WICKEDNESS, WHEREBY THEY MADE GOD TO BE THEIR ENEMY. FOR MANY ANGELS OF GOD ACCOMPANIED WITH WOMEN, AND BEGAT SONS THAT PROVED UNJUST, AND DESPISERS OF ALL THAT WAS GOOD, ON ACCOUNT OF THE CONFIDENCE THEY HAD IN THEIR OWN STRENGTH; FOR THE TRADITION IS, THAT THESE MEN DID WHAT RESEMBLED THE ACTS OF THOSE WHOM THE GRECIANS CALL GIANTS. BUT NOAH WAS VERY UNEASY AT WHAT THEY DID; AND BEING DISPLEASED AT THEIR CONDUCT, PERSUADED THEM TO CHANGE THEIR DISPOSITIONS AND THEIR ACTS FOR THE BETTER: BUT SEEING THEY DID NOT YIELD TO HIM, BUT WERE SLAVES TO THEIR WICKED PLEASURES, HE WAS AFRAID THEY WOULD KILL HIM, TOGETHER WITH HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN, AND THOSE THEY HAD MARRIED; SO, HE DEPARTED OUT OF THAT LAND. 
2. NOW GOD LOVED THIS MAN FOR HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS: YET HE NOT ONLY CONDEMNED THOSE OTHER MEN FOR THEIR WICKEDNESS, BUT DETERMINED TO DESTROY THE WHOLE RACE OF MANKIND, AND TO MAKE ANOTHER RACE THAT SHOULD BE PURE FROM WICKEDNESS; AND CUTTING SHORT THEIR LIVES, AND MAKING THEIR YEARS NOT SO MANY AS THEY FORMERLY LIVED, BUT ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY ONLY, HE TURNED THE DRY LAND INTO SEA; AND THUS WERE ALL THESE MEN DESTROYED: BUT NOAH ALONE WAS SAVED; FOR GOD SUGGESTED TO HIM THE FOLLOWING CONTRIVANCE AND WAY OF ESCAPE : - THAT HE SHOULD MAKE AN ARK OF FOUR STORIES HIGH, THREE HUNDRED CUBITS LONG, FIFTY CUBITS BROAD, AND THIRTY CUBITS HIGH. ACCORDINGLY, HE ENTERED INTO THAT ARK, AND HIS WIFE, AND SONS, AND THEIR WIVES, AND PUT INTO IT NOT ONLY OTHER PROVISIONS, TO SUPPORT THEIR WANTS THERE, BUT ALSO SENT IN WITH THE REST ALL SORTS OF LIVING CREATURES, THE MALE AND HIS FEMALE, FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THEIR KINDS; AND OTHERS OF THEM BY SEVENS. NOW THIS ARK HAD FIRM WALLS, AND A ROOF, AND WAS BRACED WITH CROSS BEAMS, SO THAT IT COULD NOT BE ANY WAY DROWNED OR OVERBORNE BY THE VIOLENCE OF THE WATER. AND THUS, WAS NOAH, WITH HIS FAMILY, PRESERVED. NOW HE WAS THE TENTH FROM ADAM, AS BEING THE SON OF LAMECH, WHOSE FATHER WAS MATHUSELA; HE WAS THE SON OF ENOCH, THE SON OF JARED; AND JARED WAS THE SON OF MALALEEL, WHO, WITH MANY OF HIS SISTERS, WERE THE CHILDREN OF CAINAN, THE SON OF ENOS. NOW ENOS WAS THE SON OF SETH, THE SON OF ADAM. 
3. THIS CALAMITY HAPPENED IN THE SIX HUNDREDTH YEAR OF NOAH'S GOVERNMENT, [AGE,] IN THE SECOND MONTH, CALLED BY THE MACEDONIANS DIUS, BUT BY THE HEBREWS MARCHESUAN: FOR SO DID THEY ORDER THEIR YEAR IN EGYPT. BUT MOSES APPOINTED THAT Ú NISAN, WHICH IS THE SAME WITH XANTHICUS, SHOULD BE THE FIRST MONTH FOR THEIR FESTIVALS, BECAUSE HE BROUGHT THEM OUT OF EGYPT IN THAT MONTH: SO THAT THIS MONTH BEGAN THE YEAR AS TO ALL THE SOLEMNITIES THEY OBSERVED TO THE HONOR OF GOD, ALTHOUGH HE PRESERVED THE ORIGINAL ORDER OF THE MONTHS AS TO SELLING AND BUYING, AND OTHER ORDINARY AFFAIRS. NOW HE SAYS THAT THIS FLOOD BEGAN ON THE TWENTY-SEVENTH [SEVENTEENTH] DAY OF THE FOREMENTIONED MONTH; AND THIS WAS TWO THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SIX [ONE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SIX] YEARS FROM ADAM, THE FIRST MAN; AND THE TIME IS WRITTEN DOWN IN OUR SACRED BOOKS, THOSE WHO THEN LIVED HAVING NOTED DOWN, WITH GREAT ACCURACY, BOTH THE BIRTHS AND DEATHS OF ILLUSTRIOUS MEN. 
4. FOR INDEED SETH WAS BORN WHEN ADAM WAS IN HIS TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTIETH YEAR, WHO LIVED: NINE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS. SETH BEGAT ENOS IN HIS TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTH YEAR; WHO, WHEN HE HAD LIVED NINE HUNDRED AND TWELVE YEARS, DELIVERED THE GOVERNMENT TO CAINAN HIS SON, WHOM HE HAD IN HIS HUNDRED AND NINETIETH YEAR. HE LIVED NINE HUNDRED AND FIVE YEARS. CAINAN, WHEN HE HAD LIVED NINE HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS, HAD HIS SON MALALEEL, WHO WAS BORN IN HIS HUNDRED AND SEVENTIETH YEAR. THIS MALALEEL, HAVING LIVED EIGHT HUNDRED AND NINETYFIVE YEARS, DIED, LEAVING HIS SON JARED, WHOM HE BEGAT WHEN HE WAS IN HIS HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIFTH YEAR. HE LIVED NINE HUNDRED AND SIXTYTWO YEARS; AND THEN HIS SON ENOCH SUCCEEDED HIM, WHO WAS BORN WHEN HIS FATHER WAS ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-TWO YEARS OLD. NOW HE, WHEN HE HAD LIVED THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE YEARS, DEPARTED AND WENT TO GOD; WHENCE IT IS THAT THEY HAVE NOT WRITTEN DOWN HIS DEATH. NOW MATHUSELA, THE SON OF ENOCH, WHO WAS BORN TO HIM WHEN HE WAS ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OLD, HAD LAMECH FOR HIS SON WHEN HE WAS ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SEVEN YEARS OF AGE; TO WHOM HE DELIVERED THE GOVERNMENT, WHEN HE HAD RETAINED IT NINE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-NINE YEARS. NOW LAMECH, WHEN HE HAD GOVERNED SEVEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SEVEN YEARS, APPOINTED NOAH, HIS SON, TO BE RULER OF THE PEOPLE, WHO WAS BORN TO LAMECH WHEN HE WAS ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO YEARS OLD, AND RETAINED THE GOVERNMENT NINE HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS. THESE YEARS COLLECTED TOGETHER MAKE UP THE SUM BEFORE SET DOWN. BUT LET NO ONE INQUIRE INTO THE DEATHS OF THESE MEN; FOR THEY EXTENDED THEIR LIVES ALONG TOGETHER WITH THEIR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN; BUT LET HIM HAVE REGARD TO THEIR BIRTHS ONLY. 
5. WHEN GOD GAVE THE SIGNAL, AND IT BEGAN TO RAIN, THE WATER POURED DOWN FORTY ENTIRE DAYS, TILL IT BECAME FIFTEEN CUBITS HIGHER THAN THE EARTH; WHICH WAS THE REASON WHY THERE WAS NO GREATER NUMBER PRESERVED, SINCE THEY HAD NO PLACE TO FLY TO. WHEN THE RAIN CEASED, THE WATER DID BUT JUST BEGIN TO ABATE AFTER ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY DAYS, (THAT IS, ON THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF THE SEVENTH MONTH,) IT THEN CEASING TO SUBSIDE FOR A LITTLE WHILE. AFTER THIS, THE ARK RESTED ON THE TOP OF A CERTAIN MOUNTAIN IN ARMENIA; WHICH, WHEN NOAH UNDERSTOOD, HE OPENED IT; AND SEEING A SMALL PIECE OF LAND ABOUT IT, HE CONTINUED QUIET, AND CONCEIVED SOME CHEERFUL HOPES OF DELIVERANCE. BUT A FEW DAYS AFTERWARD, WHEN THE WATER WAS DECREASED TO A GREATER DEGREE, HE SENT OUT A RAVEN, AS DESIROUS TO LEARN WHETHER ANY OTHER PART OF THE EARTH WERE LEFT DRY BY THE WATER, AND WHETHER HE MIGHT GO OUT OF THE ARK WITH SAFETY; BUT THE RAVEN, FINDING ALL THE LAND STILL OVERFLOWED, RETURNED TO NOAH AGAIN. AND AFTER SEVEN DAYS HE SENT OUT A DOVE, TO KNOW THE STATE OF THE GROUND; WHICH CAME BACK TO HIM COVERED WITH MUD, AND BRINGING AN OLIVE BRANCH: HEREBY NOAH LEARNED THAT THE EARTH WAS BECOME CLEAR OF THE FLOOD. SO AFTER HE HAD STAID SEVEN MORE DAYS, HE SENT THE LIVING CREATURES OUT OF THE ARK; AND BOTH HE AND HIS FAMILY WENT OUT, WHEN HE ALSO SACRIFICED TO GOD, AND FEASTED WITH HIS COMPANIONS. HOWEVER, THE ARMENIANS CALL THIS PLACE, (GREEK) THE PLACE OF DESCENT; FOR THE ARK BEING SAVED IN THAT PLACE, ITS REMAINS ARE SHOWN THERE BY THE INHABITANTS TO THIS DAY. 
6. NOW ALL THE WRITERS OF BARBARIAN HISTORIES MAKE MENTION OF THIS FLOOD, AND OF THIS ARK; AMONG WHOM IS BEROSUS THE CHALDEAN. FOR WHEN HE IS DESCRIBING THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE FLOOD, HE GOES ON THUS: "IT IS SAID THERE IS STILL SOME PART OF THIS SHIP IN ARMENIA, AT THE MOUNTAIN OF THE CORDYAEANS; AND THAT SOME PEOPLE CARRY OFF PIECES OF THE BITUMEN, WHICH THEY TAKE AWAY, AND USE CHIEFLY AS AMULETS FOR THE AVERTING OF MISCHIEFS." HIERONYMUS THE EGYPTIAN ALSO, WHO WROTE THE PHOENICIAN ANTIQUITIES, AND MNASEAS, AND A GREAT MANY MORE, MAKE MENTION OF THE SAME. NAY, NICOLAUS OF DAMASCUS, IN HIS NINETYSIXTH BOOK, HATH A PARTICULAR RELATION ABOUT THEM; WHERE HE SPEAKS THUS: "THERE IS A GREAT MOUNTAIN IN ARMENIA, OVER MINYAS, CALLED BARIS, UPON WHICH IT IS REPORTED THAT MANY WHO FLED AT THE TIME OF THE DELUGE WERE SAVED; AND THAT ONE WHO WAS CARRIED IN AN ARK CAME ON SHORE UPON THE TOP OF IT; AND THAT THE REMAINS OF THE TIMBER WERE A GREAT WHILE PRESERVED. THIS MIGHT BE THE MAN ABOUT WHOM MOSES THE LEGISLATOR OF THE JEWS WROTE." 
7. BUT AS FOR NOAH, HE WAS AFRAID, SINCE GOD HAD DETERMINED TO DESTROY MANKIND, LEST HE SHOULD DROWN THE EARTH EVERY YEAR; SO HE OFFERED BURNT-OFFERINGS, AND BESOUGHT GOD THAT NATURE MIGHT HEREAFTER GO ON IN ITS FORMER ORDERLY COURSE, AND THAT HE WOULD NOT BRING ON SO GREAT A JUDGMENT ANY MORE, BY WHICH THE WHOLE RACE OF CREATURES MIGHT BE IN DANGER OF DESTRUCTION: BUT THAT, HAVING NOW PUNISHED THE WICKED, HE WOULD OF HIS GOODNESS SPARE THE REMAINDER, AND SUCH AS HE HAD HITHERTO JUDGED FIT TO BE DELIVERED FROM SO SEVERE A CALAMITY; FOR THAT OTHERWISE THESE LAST MUST BE MORE MISERABLE THAN THE FIRST, AND THAT THEY MUST BE CONDEMNED TO A WORSE CONDITION THAN THE OTHERS, UNLESS THEY BE SUFFERED TO ESCAPE ENTIRELY; THAT IS, IF THEY BE RESERVED FOR ANOTHER DELUGE; WHILE THEY MUST BE AFFLICTED WITH THE TERROR AND SIGHT OF THE FIRST DELUGE, AND MUST ALSO BE DESTROYED BY A SECOND. HE ALSO ENTREATED GOD TO ACCEPT OF HIS SACRIFICE, AND TO GRANT THAT THE EARTH MIGHT NEVER AGAIN UNDERGO THE LIKE EFFECTS OF 'HIS WRATH; THAT MEN MIGHT BE PERMITTED TO GO ON CHEERFULLY IN CULTIVATING THE SAME; TO BUILD CITIES, AND LIVE HAPPILY IN THEM; AND THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE DEPRIVED OF ANY OF THOSE GOOD THINGS WHICH THEY ENJOYED BEFORE THE FLOOD; BUT MIGHT ATTAIN TO THE LIKE LENGTH OF DAYS, AND OLD AGE, WHICH THE ANCIENT PEOPLE HAD ARRIVED AT BEFORE. 
8. WHEN NOAH HAD MADE THESE SUPPLICATIONS, GOD, WHO LOVED THE MAN FOR HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, GRANTED ENTIRE SUCCESS TO HIS PRAYERS, AND SAID, THAT IT WAS NOT HE WHO BROUGHT THE DESTRUCTION ON A POLLUTED WORLD, BUT THAT THEY UNDERWENT THAT VENGEANCE ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR OWN WICKEDNESS; AND THAT HE HAD NOT BROUGHT MEN INTO THE WORLD IF HE HAD HIMSELF DETERMINED TO DESTROY THEM, IT BEING AN INSTANCE OF GREATER WISDOM NOT TO HAVE GRANTED THEM LIFE AT ALL, THAN, AFTER IT WAS GRANTED, TO PROCURE THEIR DESTRUCTION; "BUT THE INJURIES," SAID HE, "THEY OFFERED TO MY HOLINESS AND VIRTUE, FORCED ME TO BRING THIS PUNISHMENT UPON THEM. BUT I WILL LEAVE OFF FOR THE TIME TO COME TO REQUIRE SUCH PUNISHMENTS, THE EFFECTS OF SO GREAT WRATH, FOR THEIR FUTURE WICKED ACTIONS, AND ESPECIALLY ON ACCOUNT OF THY PRAYERS. BUT IF I SHALL AT ANY TIME SEND TEMPESTS OF RAIN, IN AN EXTRAORDINARY MANNER, BE NOT AFFRIGHTED AT THE LARGENESS OF THE SHOWERS; FOR THE WATER SHALL NO MORE OVERSPREAD THE EARTH. HOWEVER, I REQUIRE YOU TO ABSTAIN FROM SHEDDING THE BLOOD OF MEN, AND TO KEEP YOURSELVES PURE FROM MURDER; AND TO PUNISH THOSE THAT COMMIT ANY SUCH THING. I PERMIT YOU TO MAKE USE OF ALL THE OTHER LIVING CREATURES AT YOUR PLEASURE, AND AS YOUR APPETITES LEAD YOU; FOR I HAVE MADE YOU LORDS OF THEM ALL, BOTH OF THOSE THAT WALK ON THE LAND, AND THOSE THAT SWIM IN THE WATERS, AND OF THOSE THAT FLY IN THE REGIONS OF THE AIR ON HIGH, EXCEPTING THEIR BLOOD, FOR THEREIN IS THE LIFE. BUT I WILL GIVE YOU A SIGN THAT I HAVE LEFT OFF MY ANGER BY MY BOW [WHEREBY IS MEANT THE RAINBOW, FOR THEY DETERMINED THAT THE RAINBOW WAS THE BOW OF GOD]. AND WHEN GOD HAD SAID AND PROMISED THUS, HE WENT AWAY. 
9. NOW WHEN NOAH HAD LIVED THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS AFTER THE FLOOD, AND THAT ALL THAT TIME HAPPILY, HE DIED, HAVING LIVED THE NUMBER OF NINE HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS. BUT LET NO ONE, UPON COMPARING THE LIVES OF THE ANCIENTS WITH OUR LIVES, AND WITH THE FEW YEARS WHICH WE NOW LIVE, THINK THAT WHAT WE HAVE SAID OF THEM IS FALSE; OR MAKE THE SHORTNESS OF OUR LIVES AT PRESENT AN ARGUMENT, THAT NEITHER DID THEY ATTAIN TO SO LONG A DURATION OF LIFE, FOR THOSE ANCIENTS WERE BELOVED OF GOD, AND [LATELY] MADE BY GOD HIMSELF; AND BECAUSE THEIR FOOD WAS THEN FITTER FOR THE PROLONGATION OF LIFE, MIGHT WELL LIVE SO GREAT A NUMBER OF YEARS: AND BESIDES, GOD AFFORDED THEM A LONGER TIME OF LIFE ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR VIRTUE, AND THE GOOD USE THEY MADE OF IT IN ASTRONOMICAL AND GEOMETRICAL DISCOVERIES, WHICH WOULD NOT HAVE AFFORDED THE TIME OF FORETELLING [THE PERIODS OF THE STARS] UNLESS THEY HAD LIVED SIX HUNDRED YEARS; FOR THE GREAT YEAR IS COMPLETED IN THAT INTERVAL. NOW I HAVE FOR WITNESSES TO WHAT I HAVE SAID, ALL THOSE THAT HAVE WRITTEN ANTIQUITIES, BOTH AMONG THE GREEKS AND BARBARIANS; FOR EVEN MANETHO, WHO WROTE THE EGYPTIAN HISTORY, AND BEROSUS, WHO COLLECTED THE CHALDEAN MONUMENTS, AND MOCHUS, AND HESTIEUS, AND, BESIDES THESE, HIERONYMUS THE EGYPTIAN, AND THOSE WHO COMPOSED THE PHOENICIAN HISTORY, AGREE TO WHAT I HERE SAY: HESIOD ALSO, AND HECATSEUS, HELLANICUS, AND ACUSILAUS; AND, BESIDES THESE, EPHORUS AND NICOLAUS RELATE THAT THE ANCIENTS LIVED A THOUSAND YEARS. BUT AS TO THESE MATTERS, LET EVERY ONE LOOK, UPON THEM AS HE THINKS FIT. 
CHAPTER 4. CONCERNING THE TOWER OF BABYLON, AND THE CONFUSION OF TONGUES. 
1. NOW THE SONS OF NOAH WERE THREE, - SHEM, JAPHET, AND HAM, BORN ONE HUNDRED YEARS BEFORE THE DELUGE. THESE FIRST OF ALL DESCENDED FROM THE MOUNTAINS INTO THE PLAINS, AND FIXED THEIR HABITATION THERE; AND PERSUADED OTHERS WHO WERE GREATLY AFRAID OF THE LOWER GROUNDS ON ACCOUNT OF THE FLOOD, AND SO WERE VERY LOATH TO COME DOWN FROM THE HIGHER PLACES, TO VENTURE TO FOLLOW THEIR EXAMPLES. NOW THE PLAIN IN WHICH THEY FIRST DWELT WAS CALLED SHINAR. GOD ALSO COMMANDED THEM TO SEND COLONIES ABROAD, FOR THE THOROUGH PEOPLING OF THE EARTH, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT RAISE SEDITIONS AMONG THEMSELVES, BUT MIGHT CULTIVATE A GREAT PART OF THE EARTH, AND ENJOY ITS FRUITS AFTER A PLENTIFUL MANNER. BUT THEY WERE SO ILL INSTRUCTED THAT THEY DID NOT OBEY GOD; FOR WHICH REASON THEY FELL INTO CALAMITIES, AND WERE MADE SENSIBLE, BY EXPERIENCE, OF WHAT SIN THEY HAD BEEN GUILTY: FOR WHEN THEY FLOURISHED WITH A NUMEROUS YOUTH, GOD ADMONISHED THEM AGAIN TO SEND OUT COLONIES; BUT THEY, IMAGINING THE PROSPERITY THEY ENJOYED WAS NOT DERIVED FROM THE FAVOR OF GOD, BUT SUPPOSING THAT THEIR OWN POWER WAS THE PROPER CAUSE OF THE PLENTIFUL CONDITION THEY WERE IN, DID NOT OBEY HIM. NAY, THEY ADDED TO THIS THEIR DISOBEDIENCE TO THE DIVINE WILL, THE SUSPICION THAT THEY WERE THEREFORE ORDERED TO SEND OUT SEPARATE COLONIES, THAT, BEING DIVIDED ASUNDER, THEY MIGHT THE MORE EASILY BE OPPRESSED. 
2. NOW IT WAS NIMROD WHO EXCITED THEM TO SUCH AN AFFRONT AND CONTEMPT OF GOD. HE WAS THE GRANDSON OF HAM, THE SON OF NOAH, A BOLD MAN, AND OF GREAT STRENGTH OF HAND. HE PERSUADED THEM NOT TO ASCRIBE IT TO GOD, AS IF IT WAS THROUGH HIS MEANS THEY WERE HAPPY, BUT TO BELIEVE THAT IT WAS THEIR OWN COURAGE WHICH PROCURED THAT HAPPINESS. HE ALSO GRADUALLY CHANGED THE GOVERNMENT INTO TYRANNY, SEEING NO OTHER WAY OF TURNING MEN FROM THE FEAR OF GOD, BUT TO BRING THEM INTO A CONSTANT DEPENDENCE ON HIS POWER. HE ALSO SAID HE WOULD BE REVENGED ON GOD, IF HE SHOULD HAVE A MIND TO DROWN THE WORLD AGAIN; FOR THAT HE WOULD BUILD A TOWER TOO HIGH FOR THE WATERS TO BE ABLE TO REACH! AND THAT HE WOULD AVENGE HIMSELF ON GOD FOR DESTROYING THEIR FOREFATHERS! 
3. NOW THE MULTITUDE WERE VERY READY TO FOLLOW THE DETERMINATION OF NIMROD, AND TO ESTEEM IT A PIECE OF COWARDICE TO SUBMIT TO GOD; AND THEY BUILT A TOWER, NEITHER SPARING ANY PAINS, NOR BEING IN ANY DEGREE NEGLIGENT ABOUT THE WORK: AND, BY REASON OF THE MULTITUDE OF HANDS EMPLOYED IN IT, IT GREW VERY HIGH, SOONER THAN ANY ONE COULD EXPECT; BUT THE THICKNESS OF IT WAS SO GREAT, AND IT WAS SO STRONGLY BUILT, THAT THEREBY ITS GREAT HEIGHT SEEMED, UPON THE VIEW, TO BE LESS THAN IT REALLY WAS. IT WAS BUILT OF BURNT BRICK, CEMENTED TOGETHER WITH MORTAR, MADE OF BITUMEN, THAT IT MIGHT NOT BE LIABLE TO ADMIT WATER. WHEN GOD SAW THAT THEY ACTED SO MADLY, HE DID NOT RESOLVE TO DESTROY THEM UTTERLY, SINCE THEY WERE NOT GROWN WISER BY THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FORMER SINNERS; BUT HE CAUSED A TUMULT AMONG THEM, BY PRODUCING IN THEM DIVER’S LANGUAGES, AND CAUSING THAT, THROUGH THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE LANGUAGES, THEY SHOULD NOT BE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND ONE ANOTHER. THE PLACE WHEREIN THEY BUILT THE TOWER IS NOW CALLED BABYLON, BECAUSE OF THE CONFUSION OF THAT LANGUAGE WHICH THEY READILY UNDERSTOOD BEFORE; FOR THE HEBREWS MEAN BY THE WORD BABEL, CONFUSION. THE SIBYL ALSO MAKES MENTION OF THIS TOWER, AND OF THE CONFUSION OF THE LANGUAGE, WHEN SHE SAYS THUS: "WHEN ALL MEN WERE OF ONE LANGUAGE, SOME OF THEM BUILT A HIGH TOWER, AS IF THEY WOULD THEREBY ASCEND UP TO HEAVEN, BUT THE GODS SENT STORMS OF WIND AND OVERTHREW THE TOWER, AND GAVE EVERY ONE HIS PECULIAR LANGUAGE; AND FOR THIS REASON IT WAS THAT THE CITY WAS CALLED BABYLON." BUT AS TO THE PLAN OF SHINAR, IN THE COUNTRY OF BABYLONIA, HESTIAEUS MENTIONS IT, WHEN HE SAYS THUS: "SUCH OF THE PRIESTS AS WERE SAVED, TOOK THE SACRED VESSELS OF JUPITER ENYALIUS, AND CAME TO SHINAR OF BABYLONIA." 
CHAPTER 5. AFTER WHAT MANNER THE POSTERITY OF NOAH SENT OUT COLONIES, AND INHABITED THE WHOLE EARTH. 
1. AFTER THIS THEY WERE DISPERSED ABROAD, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR LANGUAGES, AND WENT OUT BY COLONIES EVERY WHERE; AND EACH COLONY TOOK POSSESSION OF THAT LAND WHICH THEY LIGHT UPON, AND UNTO WHICH GOD LED THEM; SO THAT THE WHOLE CONTINENT WAS FILLED WITH THEM, BOTH THE INLAND AND THE MARITIME COUNTRIES. THERE WERE SOME ALSO WHO PASSED OVER THE SEA IN SHIPS, AND INHABITED THE ISLANDS: AND SOME OF THOSE NATIONS DO STILL RETAIN THE DENOMINATIONS WHICH WERE GIVEN THEM BY THEIR FIRST FOUNDERS; BUT SOME HAVE LOST THEM ALSO, AND SOME HAVE ONLY ADMITTED CERTAIN CHANGES IN THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT BE THE MORE INTELLIGIBLE TO THE INHABITANTS. AND THEY WERE THE GREEKS WHO BECAME THE AUTHORS OF SUCH MUTATIONS. FOR WHEN IN AFTER-AGES THEY GREW POTENT, THEY CLAIMED TO THEMSELVES THE GLORY OF ANTIQUITY; GIVING NAMES TO THE NATIONS THAT SOUNDED WELL (IN GREEK) THAT THEY MIGHT BE BETTER UNDERSTOOD AMONG THEMSELVES; AND SETTING AGREEABLE FORMS OF GOVERNMENT OVER THEM, AS IF THEY WERE A PEOPLE DERIVED FROM THEMSELVES. 
CHAPTER 6. HOW EVERY NATION WAS DENOMINATED FROM THEIR FIRST INHABITANTS. 
1. NOW THEY WERE THE GRANDCHILDREN OF NOAH, IN HONOR OF WHOM NAMES WERE IMPOSED ON THE NATIONS BY THOSE THAT FIRST SEIZED UPON THEM. JAPHET, THE SON OF NOAH, HAD SEVEN SONS: THEY INHABITED SO, THAT, BEGINNING AT THE MOUNTAINS TAURUS AND AMANUS, THEY PROCEEDED ALONG ASIA, AS FAR AS THE RIVER TANSIS, AND ALONG EUROPE TO CADIZ; AND SETTLING THEMSELVES ON THE LANDS WHICH THEY LIGHT UPON, WHICH NONE HAD INHABITED BEFORE, THEY CALLED THE NATIONS BY THEIR OWN NAMES. FOR GOMER FOUNDED THOSE WHOM THE GREEKS NOW CALL GALATIANS, [GALLS,] BUT WERE THEN CALLED GOMERITES. MAGOG FOUNDED THOSE THAT FROM HIM WERE NAMED MAGOGITES, BUT WHO ARE BY THE GREEKS CALLED SCYTHIANS. NOW AS TO JAVAN AND MADAI, THE SONS OF JAPHET; FROM MADAI CAME THE MADEANS, WHO ARE CALLED MEDES, BY THE GREEKS; BUT FROM JAVAN, IONIA, AND ALL THE GRECIANS, ARE DERIVED. THOBEL FOUNDED THE THOBELITES, WHO ARE NOW CALLED IBERES; AND THE MOSOCHENI WERE FOUNDED BY MOSOCH; NOW THEY ARE CAPPADOCIANS. THERE IS ALSO A MARK OF THEIR ANCIENT DENOMINATION STILL TO BE SHOWN; FOR THERE IS EVEN NOW AMONG THEM A CITY CALLED MAZACA, WHICH MAY INFORM THOSE THAT ARE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND, THAT SO WAS THE ENTIRE NATION ONCE CALLED. THIRAS ALSO CALLED THOSE WHOM HE RULED OVER THIRASIANS; BUT THE GREEKS CHANGED THE NAME INTO THRACIANS. AND SO MANY WERE THE COUNTRIES THAT HAD THE CHILDREN OF JAPHET FOR THEIR INHABITANTS. OF THE THREE SONS OF GOMER, ASCHANAX FOUNDED THE ASCHANAXIANS, WHO ARE NOW CALLED BY THE GREEKS RHEGINIANS. SO, DID RIPHATH FOUND THE RIPHEANS, NOW CALLED PAPHLAGONIANS; AND THRUGRAMMA THE THRUGRAMMEANS, WHO, AS THE GREEKS RESOLVED, WERE NAMED PHRYGIANS. OF THE THREE SONS OF JAVAN ALSO, THE SON OF JAPHET, ELISA GAVE NAME TO THE ELISEANS, WHO WERE HIS SUBJECTS; THEY ARE NOW THE AEOLIANS. THARSUS TO THE THARSIANS, FOR SO WAS CILICIA OF OLD CALLED; THE SIGN OF WHICH IS THIS, THAT THE NOBLEST CITY THEY HAVE, AND A METROPOLIS ALSO, IS TARSUS, THE TAU BEING BY CHANGE PUT FOR THE THETA. CETHIMUS POSSESSED THE ISLAND CETHIMA: IT IS NOW CALLED CYPRUS; AND FROM THAT IT IS THAT ALL ISLANDS, AND THE GREATEST PART OF THE SEACOASTS, ARE NAMED CETHIM BY THE HEBREWS: AND ONE CITY THERE IS IN CYPRUS THAT HAS BEEN ABLE TO PRESERVE ITS DENOMINATION; IT HAS BEEN CALLED CITIUS BY THOSE WHO USE THE LANGUAGE OF THE GREEKS, AND HAS NOT, BY THE USE OF THAT DIALECT, ESCAPED THE NAME OF CETHIM. AND SO MANY NATIONS HAVE THE CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN OF JAPHET POSSESSED. NOW WHEN I HAVE PREMISED SOMEWHAT, WHICH PERHAPS THE GREEKS DO NOT KNOW, I WILL RETURN AND EXPLAIN WHAT I HAVE OMITTED; FOR SUCH NAMES ARE PRONOUNCED HERE AFTER THE MANNER OF THE GREEKS, TO PLEASE MY READERS; FOR OUR OWN COUNTRY LANGUAGE DOES NOT SO PRONOUNCE THEM: BUT THE NAMES IN ALL CASES ARE OF ONE AND THE SAME ENDING; FOR THE NAME WE HERE PRONOUNCE NOEAS, IS THERE NOAH, AND IN EVERY CASE RETAINS THE SAME TERMINATION. 
2. THE CHILDREN OF HAM POSSESSED THE LAND FROM SYRIA AND AMANUS, AND THE MOUNTAINS OF LIBANUS; SEIZING UPON ALL THAT WAS ON ITS SEACOASTS, AND AS FAR AS THE OCEAN, AND KEEPING IT AS THEIR OWN. SOME INDEED OF ITS NAMES ARE UTTERLY VANISHED AWAY; OTHERS OF THEM BEING CHANGED, AND ANOTHER SOUND GIVEN THEM, ARE HARDLY TO BE DISCOVERED; YET A FEW THERE ARE WHICH HAVE KEPT THEIR DENOMINATIONS ENTIRE. FOR OF THE FOUR SONS OF HAM, TIME HAS NOT AT ALL HURT THE NAME OF CHUS; FOR THE ETHIOPIANS, OVER WHOM HE REIGNED, ARE EVEN AT THIS DAY, BOTH BY THEMSELVES AND BY ALL MEN IN ASIA, CALLED CHUSITES. THE MEMORY ALSO OF THE MESRAITES IS PRESERVED IN THEIR NAME; FOR ALL WE WHO INHABIT THIS COUNTRY [OF JUDEA] CALLED EGYPT MESTRE, AND THE EGYPTIANS MESTREANS. PHUT ALSO WAS THE FOUNDER OF LIBYA, AND CALLED THE INHABITANTS PHUTITES, FROM HIMSELF: THERE IS ALSO A RIVER IN THE COUNTRY OF MOORS WHICH BEARS THAT NAME; WHENCE IT IS THAT WE MAY SEE THE GREATEST PART OF THE GRECIAN HISTORIOGRAPHERS MENTION THAT RIVER AND THE ADJOINING COUNTRY BY THE APELLATION OF PHUT: BUT THE NAME IT HAS NOW HAS BEEN BY CHANGE GIVEN IT FROM ONE OF THE SONS OF MESRAIM, WHO WAS CALLED LYBYOS. WE WILL INFORM YOU PRESENTLY WHAT HAS BEEN THE OCCASION WHY IT HAS BEEN CALLED AFRICA ALSO. CANAAN, THE FOURTH SON OF HAM, INHABITED THE COUNTRY NOW CALLED JUDEA, AND CALLED IT FROM HIS OWN NAME CANAAN. THE CHILDREN OF THESE [FOUR] WERE THESE: SABAS, WHO FOUNDED THE SABEANS; EVILAS, WHO FOUNDED THE EVILEANS, WHO ARE CALLED GETULI; SABATHES FOUNDED THE SABATHENS, THEY ARE NOW CALLED BY THE GREEKS ASTABORANS; SABACTAS SETTLED THE SABACTENS; AND RAGMUS THE RAGMEANS; AND HE HAD TWO SONS, THE ONE OF WHOM, JUDADAS, SETTLED THE JUDADEANS, A NATION OF THE WESTERN ETHIOPIANS, AND LEFT THEM HIS NAME; AS DID SABAS TO THE SABEANS: BUT NIMROD, THE SON OF CHUS, STAID AND TYRANNIZED AT BABYLON, AS WE HAVE ALREADY INFORMED YOU. NOW ALL THE CHILDREN OF MESRAIM, BEING EIGHT IN NUMBER, POSSESSED THE COUNTRY FROM GAZA TO EGYPT, THOUGH IT RETAINED THE NAME OF ONE ONLY, THE PHILISTIM; FOR THE GREEKS CALL PART OF THAT COUNTRY PALESTINE. AS FOR THE REST, LUDIEIM, AND ENEMIM, AND LABIM, WHO ALONE INHABITED IN LIBYA, AND CALLED THE COUNTRY FROM HIMSELF, NEDIM, AND PHETHROSIM, AND CHESLOIM, AND CEPHTHORIM, WE KNOW NOTHING OF THEM BESIDES THEIR NAMES; FOR THE ETHIOPIC WAR WHICH WE SHALL DESCRIBE HEREAFTER, WAS THE CAUSE THAT THOSE CITIES WERE OVERTHROWN. THE SONS OF CANAAN WERE THESE: SIDONIUS, WHO ALSO BUILT A CITY OF THE SAME NAME; IT IS CALLED BY THE GREEKS SIDON AMATHUS INHABITED IN AMATHINE, WHICH IS EVEN NOW CALLED AMATHE BY THE INHABITANTS, ALTHOUGH THE MACEDONIANS NAMED IT EPIPHANIA, FROM ONE OF HIS POSTERITY: ARUDEUS POSSESSED THE ISLAND ARADUS: ARUCAS POSSESSED ARCE, WHICH IS IN LIBANUS. BUT FOR THE SEVEN OTHERS, [EUEUS,] CHETTEUS, JEBUSEUS, AMORREUS, GERGESUS, EUDEUS, SINEUS, SAMAREUS, WE HAVE NOTHING IN THE SACRED BOOKS BUT THEIR NAMES, FOR THE HEBREWS OVERTHREW THEIR CITIES; AND THEIR CALAMITIES CAME UPON THEM ON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING. 
3. NOAH, WHEN, AFTER THE DELUGE, THE EARTH WAS RESETTLED IN ITS FORMER CONDITION, SET ABOUT ITS CULTIVATION; AND WHEN HE HAD PLANTED IT WITH VINES, AND WHEN THE FRUIT WAS RIPE, AND HE HAD GATHERED THE GRAPES IN THEIR SEASON, AND THE WINE WAS READY FOR USE, HE OFFERED SACRIFICE, AND FEASTED, AND, BEING DRUNK, HE FELL ASLEEP, AND LAY NAKED IN AN UNSEEMLY MANNER. WHEN HIS YOUNGEST SON SAW THIS, HE CAME LAUGHING, AND SHOWED HIM TO HIS BRETHREN; BUT THEY COVERED THEIR FATHER'S NAKEDNESS. AND WHEN NOAH WAS MADE SENSIBLE OF WHAT HAD BEEN DONE, HE PRAYED FOR PROSPERITY TO HIS OTHER SONS; BUT FOR HAM, HE DID NOT CURSE HIM, BY REASON OF HIS NEARNESS IN BLOOD, BUT CURSED HIS PROSPERITY: AND WHEN THE REST OF THEM ESCAPED THAT CURSE, GOD INFLICTED IT ON THE CHILDREN OF CANAAN. BUT AS TO THESE MATTERS, WE SHALL SPEAK MORE HEREAFTER. 
4. SHEM, THE THIRD SON OF NOAH, HAD FIVE SONS, WHO INHABITED THE LAND THAT BEGAN AT EUPHRATES, AND REACHED TO THE INDIAN OCEAN. FOR ELAM LEFT BEHIND HIM THE ELAMITES, THE ANCESTORS OF THE PERSIANS. ASHUR LIVED AT THE CITY NINEVE; AND NAMED HIS SUBJECTS ASSYRIANS, WHO BECAME THE MOST FORTUNATE NATION, BEYOND OTHERS. ARPHAXAD NAMED THE ARPHAXADITES, WHO ARE NOW CALLED CHALDEANS. ARAM HAD THE ARAMITES, WHICH THE GREEKS CALLED SYRIANS; AS LAUD FOUNDED THE LAUDITES, WHICH ARE NOW CALLED LYDIANS. OF THE FOUR SONS OF ARAM, UZ FOUNDED TRACHONITIS AND DAMASCUS: THIS COUNTRY LIES BETWEEN PALESTINE AND CELESYRIA. UL FOUNDED ARMENIA; AND GATHER THE BACTRIANS; AND MESA THE MESANEANS; IT IS NOW CALLED CHARAX SPASINI. SALA WAS THE SON OF ARPHAXAD; AND HIS SON WAS HEBER, FROM WHOM THEY ORIGINALLY CALLED THE JEWS HEBREWS. HEBER BEGAT JOETAN AND PHALEG: HE WAS CALLED PHALEG, BECAUSE HE WAS BORN AT THE DISPERSION OF THE NATIONS TO THEIR SEVERAL COUNTRIES; FOR PHALEG AMONG THE HEBREWS SIGNIFIES DIVISION. NOW JOCTAN, ONE OF THE SONS OF HEBER, HAD THESE SONS, ELMODAD, SALEPH, ASERMOTH, JERA, ADORAM, AIZEL, DECLA, EBAL, ABIMAEL, SABEUS, OPHIR, EUILAT, AND JOBAB. THESE INHABITED FROM COPHEN, AN INDIAN RIVER, AND IN PART OF ASIA ADJOINING TO IT. AND THIS SHALL SUFFICE CONCERNING THE SONS OF SHEM. 
5. I WILL NOW TREAT OF THE HEBREWS. THE SON OF PHALEG, WHOSE FATHER WAS HEBER, WAS RAGAU; WHOSE SON WAS SERUG, TO WHOM WAS BORN NAHOR; HIS SON WAS TERAH, WHO WAS THE FATHER OF ABRAHAM, WHO ACCORDINGLY WAS THE TENTH FROM NOAH, AND WAS BORN IN THE TWO HUNDRED AND NINETY-SECOND YEAR AFTER THE DELUGE; FOR TERAH BEGAT ABRAM IN HIS SEVENTIETH YEAR. NAHOR BEGAT HARAN WHEN HE WAS ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS OLD; NAHOR WAS BORN TO SERUG IN HIS HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SECOND YEAR; RAGAU HAD SERUG AT ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY; AT THE SAME AGE ALSO PHALEG HAD RAGAU; HEBER BEGAT PHALEG IN HIS HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FOURTH YEAR; HE HIMSELF BEING BEGOTTEN BY SALA WHEN HE WAS A HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS OLD, WHOM ARPHAXAD HAD FOR HIS SON AT THE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIFTH YEAR OF HIS AGE. ARPHAXAD WAS THE SON OF SHEM, AND BORN TWELVE YEARS AFTER THE DELUGE. NOW ABRAM HAD TWO BRETHREN, NAHOR AND HARAN: OF THESE HARAN LEFT A SON, LOT; AS ALSO SARAI AND MILCHA HIS DAUGHTERS; AND DIED AMONG THE CHALDEANS, IN A CITY OF THE CHALDEANS, CALLED UR; AND HIS MONUMENT IS SHOWN TO THIS DAY. THESE MARRIED THEIR NIECES. NABOR MARRIED MILCHA, AND ABRAM MARRIED SARAI. NOW TERAH HATING CHALDEA, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS MOURNING FOR ILARAN, THEY ALL REMOVED TO HARAN OF MESOPOTAMIA, WHERE TERAH DIED, AND WAS BURIED, WHEN HE HAD LIVED TO BE TWO HUNDRED AND FIVE YEARS OLD; FOR THE LIFE OF MAN WAS ALREADY, BY DEGREES, DIMINISHED, AND BECAME SHORTER THAN BEFORE, TILL THE BIRTH OF MOSES; AFTER WHOM THE TERM OF HUMAN LIFE WAS ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS, GOD DETERMINING IT TO THE LENGTH THAT MOSES HAPPENED TO LIVE. NOW NAHOR HAD EIGHT SONS BY MILCHA; UZ AND BUZ, KEMUEL, CHESED, AZAU, PHELDAS, JADELPH, AND BETHUEL. THESE WERE ALL THE GENUINE SONS OF NAHOR; FOR TEBA, AND GAAM, AND TACHAS, AND MAACA, WERE BORN OF REUMA HIS CONCUBINE: BUT BETHUEL HAD A DAUGHTER, REBECCA, AND A SON, LABAN. 
CHAPTER 7. HOW ABRAM OUR FOREFATHER WENT OUT OF THE LAND OF THE CHALDEANS, AND LIVED IN THE LAND THEN CALLED CANAAN BUT NOW JUDEA. 
1. NOW ABRAM, HAVING NO SON OF HIS OWN, ADOPTED LOT, HIS BROTHER HARAN'S SON, AND HIS WIFE SARAI'S BROTHER; AND HE LEFT THE LAND OF CHALDEA WHEN HE WAS SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS OLD, AND AT THE COMMAND OF GOD WENT INTO CANAAN, AND THEREIN HE DWELT HIMSELF, AND LEFT IT TO HIS POSTERITY. HE WAS A PERSON OF GREAT SAGACITY, BOTH FOR UNDERSTANDING ALL THINGS AND PERSUADING HIS HEARERS, AND NOT MISTAKEN IN HIS OPINIONS; FOR WHICH REASON HE BEGAN TO HAVE HIGHER NOTIONS OF VIRTUE THAN OTHERS HAD, AND HE DETERMINED TO RENEW AND TO CHANGE THE OPINION ALL MEN HAPPENED THEN TO HAVE CONCERNING GOD; FOR HE WAS THE FIRST THAT VENTURED TO PUBLISH THIS NOTION, THAT THERE WAS BUT ONE GOD [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE; AND THAT, AS TO OTHER [GODS], IF THEY CONTRIBUTED ANY THING TO THE HAPPINESS OF MEN, THAT EACH OF THEM AFFORDED IT ONLY ACCORDING TO HIS APPOINTMENT, AND NOT BY THEIR OWN POWER. THIS HIS OPINION WAS DERIVED FROM THE IRREGULAR PHENOMENA THAT WERE VISIBLE BOTH AT LAND AND SEA, AS WELL AS THOSE THAT HAPPEN TO THE SUN, AND MOON, AND ALL THE HEAVENLY BODIES, THUS: - "IF [SAID HE] THESE BODIES HAD POWER OF THEIR OWN, THEY WOULD CERTAINLY TAKE CARE OF THEIR OWN REGULAR MOTIONS; BUT SINCE THEY DO NOT PRESERVE SUCH REGULARITY, THEY MAKE IT PLAIN, THAT IN SO FAR AS THEY CO-OPERATE TO OUR ADVANTAGE, THEY DO IT NOT OF THEIR OWN ABILITIES, BUT AS THEY ARE SUBSERVIENT TO HIM THAT COMMANDS THEM, TO WHOM ALONE WE OUGHT JUSTLY TO OFFER OUR HONOR AND THANKSGIVING." FOR WHICH DOCTRINES, WHEN THE CHALDEANS, AND OTHER PEOPLE OF MESOPOTAMIA, RAISED A TUMULT AGAINST HIM, HE THOUGHT FIT TO LEAVE THAT COUNTRY; AND AT THE COMMAND AND BY THE ASSISTANCE OF GOD, HE CAME AND LIVED IN THE LAND OF CANAAN. AND WHEN HE WAS THERE SETTLED, HE BUILT AN ALTAR, AND PERFORMED A SACRIFICE TO GOD. 
2. BEROSUS MENTIONS OUR FATHER ABRAM WITHOUT NAMING HIM, WHEN HE SAYS THUS: "IN THE TENTH GENERATION AFTER THE FLOOD, THERE WAS AMONG THE CHALDEANS A MAN RIGHTEOUS AND GREAT, AND SKILLFUL IN THE CELESTIAL SCIENCE." BUT HECATSEUS DOES MORE THAN BARELY MENTION HIM; FOR HE COMPOSED, AND LEFT BEHIND HIM, A BOOK CONCERNING HIM. AND NICOLAUS OF DAMASCUS, IN THE FOURTH BOOK OF HIS HISTORY, SAYS THUS: "ABRAM REIGNED AT DAMASCUS, BEING A FOREIGNER, WHO CAME WITH AN ARMY OUT OF THE LAND ABOVE BABYLON, CALLED THE LAND OF THE CHALDEANS: BUT, AFTER A LONG TIME, HE GOT HIM UP, AND REMOVED FROM THAT COUNTRY ALSO, WITH HIS PEOPLE, AND WENT INTO THE LAND THEN CALLED THE LAND OF CANAAN, BUT NOW THE LAND OF JUDEA, AND THIS WHEN HIS POSTERITY, WERE BECOME A MULTITUDE; AS TO WHICH POSTERITY OF HIS, WE RELATE THEIR HISTORY IN ANOTHER WORK. NOW THE NAME OF ABRAM IS EVEN STILL FAMOUS IN THE COUNTRY OF DAMASCUS; AND THERE IS SHOWN A VILLAGE NAMED FROM HIM, THE HABITATION OF ABRAM." 
CHAPTER 8. THAT WHEN THERE WAS A FAMINE IN CANAAN, ABRAM WENT THENCE INTO EGYPT; AND AFTER HE HAD CONTINUED THERE A WHILE HE RETURNED BACK AGAIN. 
1. NOW, AFTER THIS, WHEN A FAMINE HAD INVADED THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND ABRAM HAD DISCOVERED THAT THE EGYPTIANS WERE IN A FLOURISHING CONDITION, HE WAS DISPOSED TO GO DOWN TO THEM, BOTH TO PARTAKE OF THE PLENTY THEY ENJOYED, AND TO BECOME AN AUDITOR OF THEIR PRIESTS, AND TO KNOW WHAT THEY SAID CONCERNING THE GODS; DESIGNING EITHER TO FOLLOW THEM, IF THEY HAD BETTER NOTIONS THAN HE, OR TO CONVERT THEM INTO A BETTER WAY, IF HIS OWN NOTIONS PROVED THE TRUEST. NOW, SEEING HE WAS TO TAKE SARAI WITH HIM, AND WAS AFRAID OF THE MADNESS OF THE EGYPTIANS WITH REGARD TO WOMEN, LEST THE KING SHOULD KILL HIM ON OCCASION OF HIS WIFE'S GREAT BEAUTY, HE CONTRIVED THIS DEVICE: - HE PRETENDED TO BE HER BROTHER, AND DIRECTED HER IN A DISSEMBLING WAY TO PRETEND THE SAME, FOR HE SAID IT WOULD BE FOR THEIR BENEFIT. NOW, AS SOON AS HE CAME INTO EGYPT, IT HAPPENED TO ABRAM AS HE SUPPOSED IT WOULD; FOR THE FAME OF HIS WIFE'S BEAUTY WAS GREATLY TALKED OF; FOR WHICH REASON PHARAOH, THE KING OF EGYPT, WOULD NOT BE SATISFIED WITH WHAT WAS REPORTED OF HER, BUT WOULD NEEDS SEE HER HIMSELF, AND WAS PREPARING TO ENJOY HER; BUT GOD PUT A STOP TO HIS UNJUST INCLINATIONS, BY SENDING UPON HIM A DISTEMPER, AND A SEDITION AGAINST HIS GOVERNMENT. AND WHEN HE INQUIRED OF THE PRIESTS HOW HE MIGHT BE FREED FROM THESE CALAMITIES, THEY TOLD HIM THAT THIS HIS MISERABLE CONDITION WAS DERIVED FROM THE WRATH OF GOD, UPON ACCOUNT OF HIS INCLINATIONS TO ABUSE THE STRANGER'S WIFE. HE THEN, OUT OF FEAR, ASKED SARAI WHO SHE WAS, AND WHO IT WAS THAT SHE BROUGHT ALONG WITH HER. AND WHEN HE HAD FOUND OUT THE TRUTH, HE EXCUSED HIMSELF TO ABRAM, THAT SUPPOSING THE WOMAN TO BE HIS SISTER, AND NOT HIS WIFE, HE SET HIS AFFECTIONS ON HER, AS DESIRING AN AFFINITY WITH HIM BY MARRYING HER, BUT NOT AS INCITED BY LUST TO ABUSE HER. HE ALSO MADE HIM A LARGE PRESENT IN MONEY, AND GAVE HIM LEAVE TO ENTER INTO CONVERSATION WITH THE MOST LEARNED AMONG THE EGYPTIANS; FROM WHICH CONVERSATION HIS VIRTUE AND HIS REPUTATION BECAME MORE CONSPICUOUS THAN THEY HAD BEEN BEFORE. 
2. FOR WHEREAS THE EGYPTIANS WERE FORMERLY ADDICTED TO DIFFERENT CUSTOMS, AND DESPISED ONE ANOTHER'S SACRED AND ACCUSTOMED RITES, AND WERE VERY ANGRY ONE WITH ANOTHER ON THAT ACCOUNT, ABRAM CONFERRED WITH EACH OF THEM, AND, CONFUTING THE REASONINGS THEY MADE USE OF, EVERY ONE FOR THEIR OWN PRACTICES, DEMONSTRATED THAT SUCH REASONINGS WERE VAIN AND VOID OF TRUTH: WHEREUPON HE WAS ADMIRED BY THEM IN THOSE CONFERENCES AS A VERY WISE MAN, AND ONE OF GREAT SAGACITY, WHEN HE DISCOURSED ON ANY SUBJECT HE UNDERTOOK; AND THIS NOT ONLY IN UNDERSTANDING IT, BUT IN PERSUADING OTHER MEN ALSO TO ASSENT TO HIM. HE COMMUNICATED TO THEM ARITHMETIC, AND DELIVERED TO THEM THE SCIENCE OF ASTRONOMY; FOR BEFORE ABRAM CAME INTO EGYPT, THEY WERE UNACQUAINTED WITH THOSE PARTS OF LEARNING; FOR THAT SCIENCE CAME FROM THE CHALDEANS INTO EGYPT, AND FROM THENCE TO THE GREEKS ALSO. 
3. AS SOON AS ABRAM WAS COME BACK INTO CANAAN, HE PARTED THE LAND BETWEEN HIM AND LOT, UPON ACCOUNT OF THE TUMULTUOUS BEHAVIOR OF THEIR SHEPHERDS, CONCERNING THE PASTURES WHEREIN THEY SHOULD FEED THEIR FLOCKS. HOWEVER, HE GAVE LOT HIS OPTION, OR LEAVE, TO CHOOSE WHICH LANDS HE WOULD TAKE; AND HE TOOK HIMSELF WHAT THE OTHER LEFT, WHICH WERE THE LOWER GROUNDS AT THE FOOT OF THE MOUNTAINS; AND HE HIMSELF DWELT IN HEBRON, WHICH IS A CITY SEVEN YEARS MORE ANCIENT THAN TUNIS OF EGYPT. BUT LOT POSSESSED THE LAND OF THE PLAIN, AND THE RIVER JORDAN, NOT FAR FROM THE CITY OF SODOM, WHICH WAS THEN A FINE CITY, BUT IS NOW DESTROYED, BY THE WILL AND WRATH OF GOD, THE CAUSE OF WHICH I SHALL SHOW IN ITS PROPER PLACE HEREAFTER. 
CHAPTER 9. THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SODOMITES BY THE ASSYRIAN WALL. 
AT THIS TIME, WHEN THE ASSYRIANS HAD THE DOMINION OVER ASIA, THE PEOPLE OF SODOM WERE IN A FLOURISHING CONDITION, BOTH AS TO RICHES AND THE NUMBER OF THEIR YOUTH. THERE WERE FIVE KINGS THAT MANAGED THE AFFAIRS OF THIS COUNTY: BALLAS, BARSAS, SENABAR, AND SUMOBOR, WITH THE KING OF BELA; AND EACH KING LED ON HIS OWN TROOPS: AND THE ASSYRIANS MADE WAR UPON THEM; AND, DIVIDING THEIR ARMY INTO FOUR PARTS, FOUGHT AGAINST THEM. NOW EVERY PART OF THE ARMY HAD ITS OWN COMMANDER; AND WHEN THE BATTLE WAS JOINED, THE ASSYRIANS WERE CONQUERORS, AND IMPOSED A TRIBUTE ON THE KINGS OF THE SODOMITES, WHO SUBMITTED TO THIS SLAVERY TWELVE YEARS; AND SO LONG THEY CONTINUED TO PAY THEIR TRIBUTE: BUT ON THE THIRTEENTH YEAR THEY REBELLED, AND THEN THE ARMY OF THE ASSYRIANS CAME UPON THEM, UNDER THEIR COMMANDERS AMRAPHEL, ARIOCH, CHODORLAOMER, AND TIDAL. THESE KINGS HAD LAID WASTE ALL SYRIA, AND OVERTHROWN THE OFFSPRING OF THE GIANTS. AND WHEN THEY WERE COME OVER AGAINST SODOM, THEY PITCHED THEIR CAMP AT THE VALE CALLED THE SLIME PITS, FOR AT THAT TIME THERE WERE PITS IN THAT PLACE; BUT NOW, UPON THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CITY OF SODOM, THAT VALE BECAME THE LAKE ASPHALTITES, AS IT IS CALLED. HOWEVER, CONCERNING THIS LAKE WE SHALL SPEAK MORE PRESENTLY. NOW WHEN THE SODOMITES JOINED BATTLE WITH THE ASSYRIANS, AND THE FIGHT WAS VERY OBSTINATE, MANY OF THEM WERE KILLED, AND THE REST WERE CARRIED CAPTIVE; AMONG WHICH CAPTIVES WAS LOT, WHO HAD COME TO ASSIST THE SODOMITES. 
CHAPTER 10. HOW ABRAM FOUGHT WITH THE ASSYRIANS, AND OVERCAME THEM, AND SAVED THE SODOMITE PRISONERS, AND TOOK FROM THE ASSYRIANS THE PREY THEY HAD GOTTEN. 
1. WHEN, ABRAM HEARD OF THEIR CALAMITY, HE WAS AT ONCE AFRAID FOR LOT HIS KINSMAN, AND PITIED THE SODOMITES, HIS FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS; AND THINKING IT PROPER TO AFFORD THEM ASSISTANCE, HE DID NOT DELAY IT, BUT MARCHED HASTILY, AND THE FIFTH NIGHT FELL UPON THE ASSYRIANS, NEAR DAN, FOR THAT IS THE NAME OF THE OTHER SPRING OF JORDAN; AND BEFORE THEY COULD ARM THEMSELVES, HE SLEW SOME AS THEY WERE IN THEIR BEDS, BEFORE THEY COULD SUSPECT ANY HARM; AND OTHERS, WHO WERE NOT YET GONE TO SLEEP, BUT WERE SO DRUNK THEY COULD NOT FIGHT, RAN AWAY. ABRAM PURSUED AFTER THEM, TILL, ON THE SECOND DAY, HE DROVE THEM IN A BODY UNTO HOBA, A PLACE BELONGING TO DAMASCUS; AND THEREBY DEMONSTRATED THAT VICTORY DOES NOT DEPEND ON MULTITUDE AND THE NUMBER OF HANDS, BUT THE ALACRITY AND COURAGE OF SOLDIERS OVERCOME THE MOST NUMEROUS BODIES OF MEN, WHILE HE GOT THE VICTORY OVER SO GREAT AN ARMY WITH NO MORE THAN THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEEN OF HIS SERVANTS, AND THREE OF HIS FRIENDS: BUT ALL THOSE THAT FLED RETURNED HOME INGLORIOUSLY. 
2. SO ABRAM, WHEN HE HAD SAVED THE CAPTIVE SODOMITES, WHO HAD BEEN TAKEN BY THE ASSYRIANS, AND LOT ALSO, HIS KINSMAN, RETURNED HOME IN PEACE. NOW THE KING OF SODOM MET HIM AT A CERTAIN PLACE, WHICH THEY CALLED THE KING'S DALE, WHERE MELCHISEDEC, KING OF THE CITY SALEM, RECEIVED HIM. THAT NAME SIGNIFIES, THE RIGHTEOUS KING: AND SUCH HE WAS, WITHOUT DISPUTE, INSOMUCH THAT, ON THIS ACCOUNT, HE WAS MADE THE PRIEST OF GOD: HOWEVER, THEY AFTERWARD CALLED SALEM JERUSALEM. NOW THIS MELCHISEDEC SUPPLIED ABRAM'S ARMY IN A HOSPITABLE MANNER, AND GAVE THEM PROVISIONS IN ABUNDANCE; AND AS THEY WERE FEASTING, HE BEGAN TO PRAISE HIM, AND TO BLESS GOD FOR SUBDUING HIS ENEMIES UNDER HIM. AND WHEN ABRAM GAVE HIM THE TENTH PART OF HIS PREY, HE ACCEPTED OF THE GIFT: BUT THE KING OF SODOM DESIRED ABRAM TO TAKE THE PREY, BUT ENTREATED THAT HE MIGHT HAVE THOSE MEN RESTORED TO HIM WHOM ABRAM HAD SAVED FROM THE ASSYRIANS, BECAUSE THEY BELONGED TO HIM. BUT ABRAM WOULD NOT DO SO; NOR WOULD MAKE ANY OTHER ADVANTAGE OF THAT PREY THAN WHAT HIS SERVANTS HAD EATEN; BUT STILL INSISTED THAT HE SHOULD AFFORD A PART TO HIS FRIENDS THAT HAD ASSISTED HIM IN THE BATTLE. THE FIRST OF THEM WAS CALLED ESCHOL, AND THEN ENNER, AND MAMBRE. 
3. AND GOD COMMENDED HIS VIRTUE, AND SAID, THOU SHALT NOT HOWEVER LOSE THE REWARDS THOU HAST DESERVED TO RECEIVE BY SUCH THY GLORIOUS ACTIONS. HE ANSWERED, AND WHAT ADVANTAGE WILL IT BE TO ME TO HAVE SUCH REWARDS, WHEN I HAVE NONE TO ENJOY THEM AFTER ME? - FOR HE WAS HITHERTO CHILDLESS. AND GOD PROMISED THAT HE SHOULD HAVE A SON, AND THAT HIS POSTERITY SHOULD BE VERY NUMEROUS; INSOMUCH THAT THEIR NUMBER SHOULD BE LIKE THE STARS. WHEN HE HEARD THAT, HE OFFERED A SACRIFICE TO GOD, AS HE COMMANDED HIM. THE MANNER OF THE SACRIFICE WAS THIS: - HE TOOK A HEIFER OF THREE YEARS OLD, AND A SHE-GOAT OF THREE YEARS OLD, AND A RAM IN LIKE MANNER OF THREE YEARS OLD, AND A TURTLE-DOVE, AND A PIGEON AND AS HE WAS ENJOINED, HE DIVIDED THE THREE FORMER, BUT THE BIRDS HE DID NOT DIVIDE. AFTER WHICH, BEFORE HE BUILT HIS ALTAR, WHERE THE BIRDS OF PREY FLEW ABOUT, AS DESIROUS OF BLOOD, A DIVINE VOICE CAME TO HIM, DECLARING THAT THEIR NEIGHBORS WOULD BE GRIEVOUS TO HIS POSTERITY, WHEN THEY SHOULD BE IN EGYPT, FOR FOUR HUNDRED YEARS; DURING WHICH TIME THEY SHOULD BE AFFLICTED, BUT AFTERWARDS SHOULD OVERCOME THEIR ENEMIES, SHOULD CONQUER THE CANAANITES IN WAR, AND POSSESS THEMSELVES OF THEIR LAND, AND OF THEIR CITIES. 
4. NOW ABRAM DWELT NEAR THE OAK CALLED OGYGES, THE PLACE BELONGS TO CANAAN, NOT FAR FROM THE CITY OF HEBRON. BUT BEING UNEASY AT HIS WIFE'S BARRENNESS, HE ENTREATED GOD TO GRANT THAT HE MIGHT HAVE MALE ISSUE; AND GOD REQUIRED OF HIM TO BE OF GOOD COURAGE, AND SAID THAT HE WOULD ADD TO ALL THE REST OF THE BENEFITS THAT HE HAD BESTOWED UPON HIM, EVER SINCE HE LED HIM OUT OF MESOPOTAMIA, THE GIFT OF CHILDREN. ACCORDINGLY, SARAI AT GOD'S COMMAND, BROUGHT TO HIS BED ONE OF HER HANDMAIDENS, A WOMAN OF EGYPTIAN DESCENT, IN ORDER TO OBTAIN CHILDREN BY HER; AND WHEN THIS HANDMAID WAS WITH CHILD, SHE TRIUMPHED, AND VENTURED TO AFFRONT SARAI, AS IF THE DOMINION WERE TO COME TO A SON TO BE BORN OF HER. BUT WHEN ABRAM RESIGNED HER INTO THE HAND OF SARAI, TO PUNISH HER, SHE CONTRIVED TO FLY AWAY, AS NOT ABLE TO BEAR THE INSTANCES OF SARAI'S SEVERITY TO HER; AND SHE ENTREATED GOD TO HAVE COMPASSION ON HER. NOW A DIVINE ANGEL MET HER, AS SHE WAS GOING FORWARD IN THE WILDERNESS, AND BID HER RETURN TO HER MASTER AND MISTRESS, FOR IF SHE WOULD SUBMIT TO THAT WISE ADVICE, SHE WOULD LIVE BETTER HEREAFTER; FOR THAT THE REASON OF HER BEING IN SUCH A MISERABLE CASE WAS THIS, THAT SHE HAD BEEN UNGRATEFUL AND ARROGANT TOWARDS HER MISTRESS. HE ALSO TOLD HER, THAT IF SHE DISOBEYED GOD, AND WENT ON STILL IN HER WAY, SHE SHOULD PERISH; BUT IF SHE WOULD RETURN BACK, SHE SHOULD BECOME THE MOTHER OF A SON WHO SHOULD REIGN OVER THAT COUNTRY. THESE ADMONITIONS SHE OBEYED, AND RETURNED TO HER MASTER AND MISTRESS, AND OBTAINED FORGIVENESS. A LITTLE WHILE AFTERWARDS, SHE BARE ISMAEL; WHICH MAY BE INTERPRETED HEARD OF GOD, BECAUSE GOD HAD HEARD HIS MOTHER'S PRAYER. 
5. THE FORE MENTIONED SON WAS BORN TO ABRAM WHEN HE WAS EIGHTY-SIX YEARS OLD: BUT WHEN HE WAS NINETY-NINE, GOD APPEARED TO HIM, AND PROMISED HIM THAT HE SHOULD HAVE A SON BY SARAI, AND COMMANDED THAT HIS NAME SHOULD BE ISAAC; AND SHOWED HIM, THAT FROM THIS SON SHOULD SPRING GREAT NATIONS AND KINGS, AND THAT THEY SHOULD OBTAIN ALL THE LAND OF CANAAN BY WAR, FROM SIDON TO EGYPT. BUT HE CHARGED HIM, IN ORDER TO KEEP HIS POSTERITY UNMIXED WITH OTHERS, THAT THEY SHOULD BE CIRCUMCISED IN THE FLESH OF THEIR FORESKIN, AND THAT THIS SHOULD BE DONE ON THE EIGHTH DAY AFTER THEY WERE BORN: THE REASON OF WHICH CIRCUMCISION I WILL EXPLAIN IN ANOTHER PLACE. AND ABRAM INQUIRING ALSO CONCERNING ISMAEL, WHETHER HE SHOULD LIVE OR NOT, GOD SIGNIFIED TO HIM THAT HE SHOULD LIVE TO BE VERY OLD, AND SHOULD BE THE FATHER OF GREAT NATIONS. ABRAM THEREFORE GAVE THANKS TO GOD FOR THESE BLESSINGS; AND THEN HE, AND ALL HIS FAMILY, AND HIS SON ISMAEL, WERE CIRCUMCISED IMMEDIATELY; THE SON BEING THAT DAY THIRTEEN YEARS OF AGE, AND HE NINETY-NINE. 
CHAPTER 11. HOW GOD OVERTHREW THE NATION OF THE SODOMITES, OUT OF HIS WRATH AGAINST THEM FOR THEIR SINS. 
1. ABOUT THIS TIME THE SODOMITES GREW PROUD, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR RICHES AND GREAT WEALTH; THEY BECAME UNJUST TOWARDS MEN, AND IMPIOUS TOWARDS GOD, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID NOT CALL TO MIND THE ADVANTAGES THEY RECEIVED FROM HIM: THEY HATED STRANGERS, AND ABUSED THEMSELVES WITH SODOMITICAL PRACTICES. GOD WAS THEREFORE MUCH DISPLEASED AT THEM, AND DETERMINED TO PUNISH THEM FOR THEIR PRIDE, AND TO OVERTHROW THEIR CITY, AND TO LAY WASTE THEIR COUNTRY, UNTIL THERE SHOULD NEITHER PLANT NOR FRUIT GROW OUT OF IT. 
2. WHEN GOD HAD THUS RESOLVED CONCERNING THE SODOMITES, ABRAHAM, AS HE SAT BY THE OAK OF MAMBRE, AT THE DOOR OF HIS TENT, SAW THREE ANGELS; AND THINKING THEM TO BE STRANGERS, HE ROSE UP, AND SALUTED THEM, AND DESIRED THEY WOULD ACCEPT OF AN ENTERTAINMENT, AND ABIDE WITH HIM; TO WHICH, WHEN THEY AGREED, HE ORDERED CAKES OF MEAL TO BE MADE PRESENTLY; AND WHEN HE HAD SLAIN A CALF, HE ROASTED IT, AND BROUGHT IT TO THEM, AS THEY SAT UNDER THE OAK. NOW THEY MADE A SHOW OF EATING; AND BESIDES, THEY ASKED HIM ABOUT HIS WIFE SARAH, WHERE SHE WAS; AND WHEN HE SAID SHE WAS WITHIN, THEY SAID THEY WOULD COME AGAIN HEREAFTER, AND FIND HER BECOME A MOTHER. UPON WHICH THE WOMAN LAUGHED, AND SAID THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE SHE SHOULD BEAR CHILDREN, SINCE SHE WAS NINETY YEARS OF AGE, AND HER HUSBAND WAS A HUNDRED. THEN THEY CONCEALED THEMSELVES NO LONGER, BUT DECLARED THAT THEY WERE ANGELS OF GOD; AND THAT ONE OF THEM WAS SENT TO INFORM THEM ABOUT THE CHILD, AND TWO OF THE, OVERTHROW OF SODOM. 
3. WHEN ABRAHAM HEARD THIS, HE WAS GRIEVED FOR THE SODOMITES; AND HE ROSE UP, AND BESOUGHT GOD FOR THEM, AND ENTREATED HIM THAT HE WOULD NOT DESTROY THE RIGHTEOUS WITH THE WICKED. AND WHEN GOD HAD REPLIED THAT THERE WAS NO GOOD MAN AMONG THE SODOMITES; FOR IF THERE WERE BUT TEN SUCH MAN AMONG THEM, HE WOULD NOT PUNISH ANY OF THEM FOR THEIR SINS, ABRAHAM HELD HIS PEACE. AND THE ANGELS CAME TO THE CITY OF THE SODOMITES, AND LOT ENTREATED THEM TO ACCEPT OF A LODGING WITH HIM; FOR HE WAS A VERY GENEROUS AND HOSPITABLE MAN, AND ONE THAT HAD LEARNED TO IMITATE THE GOODNESS OF ABRAHAM. NOW WHEN THE SODOMITES SAW THE YOUNG MEN TO BE OF BEAUTIFUL COUNTENANCES, AND THIS TO AN EXTRAORDINARY DEGREE, AND THAT THEY TOOK UP THEIR LODGINGS WITH LOT, THEY RESOLVED THEMSELVES TO ENJOY THESE BEAUTIFUL BOYS BY FORCE AND VIOLENCE; AND WHEN LOT EXHORTED THEM TO SOBRIETY, AND NOT TO OFFER ANY THING IMMODEST TO THE STRANGERS, BUT TO HAVE REGARD TO THEIR LODGING IN HIS HOUSE; AND PROMISED THAT IF THEIR INCLINATIONS COULD NOT BE GOVERNED, HE WOULD EXPOSE HIS DAUGHTERS TO THEIR LUST, INSTEAD OF THESE STRANGERS; NEITHER THUS WERE THEY MADE ASHAMED. 
4. BUT GOD WAS MUCH DISPLEASED AT THEIR IMPUDENT BEHAVIOR, SO THAT HE BOTH SMOTE THOSE MEN WITH BLINDNESS, AND CONDEMNED THE SODOMITES TO UNIVERSAL DESTRUCTION. BUT LOT, UPON GOD'S INFORMING HIM OF THE FUTURE DESTRUCTION OF THE SODOMITES, WENT AWAY, TAKING WITH HIM HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTERS, WHO WERE TWO, AND STILL VIRGINS; FOR THOSE THAT WERE BETROTHED TO THEM WERE ABOVE THE THOUGHTS OF GOING, AND DEEMED THAT LOT'S WORDS WERE TRIFLING. GOD THEN CAST A THUNDERBOLT UPON THE CITY, AND SET IT ON FIRE, WITH ITS INHABITANTS; AND LAID WASTE THE COUNTRY WITH THE LIKE BURNING, AS I FORMERLY SAID WHEN I WROTE THE JEWISH WAR. BUT LOT'S WIFE CONTINUALLY TURNING BACK TO VIEW THE CITY AS SHE WENT FROM IT, AND BEING TOO NICELY INQUISITIVE WHAT WOULD BECOME OF IT, ALTHOUGH GOD HAD FORBIDDEN HER SO TO DO, WAS CHANGED INTO A PILLAR OF SALT; FOR I HAVE SEEN IT, AND IT REMAINS AT THIS DAY. NOW HE AND HIS DAUGHTERS FLED TO A CERTAIN SMALL PLACE, ENCOMPASSED WITH THE FIRE, AND SETTLED IN IT: IT IS TO THIS DAY CALLED ZOAR, FOR THAT IS THE WORD WHICH THE HEBREWS USE FOR A SMALL THING. THERE IT WAS THAT HE LIVED A MISERABLE LIFE, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS HAVING NO COMPANY, AND HIS WANT OF PROVISIONS. 
5. BUT HIS DAUGHTERS, THINKING THAT ALL MANKIND WERE DESTROYED, APPROACHED TO THEIR FATHER, THOUGH TAKING CARE NOT TO BE PERCEIVED. THIS THEY DID, THAT HUMAN KIND MIGHT NOT UTTERLY FAIL: AND THEY BARE SONS; THE SON OF THE ELDER WAS NAMED MOAB, WHICH DENOTES ONE DERIVED FROM HIS FATHER; THE YOUNGER BARE AMMON, WHICH NAME DENOTES ONE DERIVED FROM A KINSMAN. THE FORMER OF WHOM WAS THE FATHER OF THE MOABITES, WHICH IS EVEN STILL A GREAT NATION; THE LATTER WAS THE FATHER OF THE AMMONITES; AND BOTH OF THEM ARE INHABITANTS OF CELESYRIA. AND SUCH WAS THE DEPARTURE OF LOT FROM AMONG THE SODOMITES. 
CHAPTER 12. CONCERNING ABIMELECH; AND CONCERNING ISMAEL THE SON OF ABRAHAM; AND CONCERNING THE ARABIANS, WHO WERE HIS POSTERITY. 
1. ABRAHAM NOW REMOVED TO GERAR OF PALESTINE, LEADING SARAH ALONG WITH HIM, UNDER THE NOTION OF HIS SISTER, USING THE LIKE DISSIMULATION THAT HE HAD USED BEFORE, AND THIS OUT OF FEAR: FOR HE WAS AFRAID OF ABIMELECH, THE KING OF THAT COUNTRY, WHO DID ALSO HIMSELF FALL IN LOVE WITH SARAH, AND WAS DISPOSED TO CORRUPT HER; BUT HE WAS RESTRAINED FROM SATISFYING HIS LUST BY A DANGEROUS DISTEMPER WHICH BEFELL HIM FROM GOD. NOW WHEN HIS PHYSICIANS DESPAIRED OF CURING HIM, HE FELL ASLEEP, AND SAW A DREAM, WARNING HIM NOT TO ABUSE THE STRANGER'S WIFE; AND WHEN HE RECOVERED, HE TOLD HIS FRIENDS THAT GOD HAD INFLICTED THAT DISEASE UPON HIM, BY WAY OF PUNISHMENT, FOR HIS INJURY TO THE STRANGER; AND IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE CHASTITY OF HIS WIFE, FOR THAT SHE DID NOT ACCOMPANY HIM AS HIS SISTER, BUT AS HIS LEGITIMATE WIFE; AND THAT GOD HAD PROMISED TO BE GRACIOUS TO HIM FOR THE TIME TO COME, IF THIS PERSON BE ONCE SECURE OF HIS WIFE'S CHASTITY. WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, BY THE ADVICE OF HIS FRIENDS, HE SENT FOR ABRAHAM, AND BID HIM NOT TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT HIS WIFE, OR FEAR THE CORRUPTION OF HER CHASTITY; FOR THAT GOD TOOK CARE OF HIM, AND THAT IT WAS BY HIS PROVIDENCE THAT HE RECEIVED HIS WIFE AGAIN, WITHOUT HER SUFFERING ANY ABUSE. AND HE APPEALED TO GOD, AND TO HIS WIFE'S CONSCIENCE; AND SAID THAT HE HAD NOT ANY INCLINATION AT FIRST TO ENJOY HER, IF HE HAD KNOWN SHE WAS HIS WIFE; BUT SINCE, SAID HE, THOU LEDDEST HER ABOUT AS THY SISTER, I WAS GUILTY OF NO OFFENSE. HE ALSO ENTREATED HIM TO BE AT PEACE WITH HIM, AND TO MAKE GOD PROPITIOUS TO HIM; AND THAT IF HE THOUGHT FIT TO CONTINUE WITH HIM, HE SHOULD HAVE WHAT HE WANTED IN ABUNDANCE; BUT THAT IF HE DESIGNED TO GO AWAY, HE SHOULD BE HONORABLY CONDUCTED, AND HAVE WHATSOEVER SUPPLY HE WANTED WHEN HE CAME THITHER. UPON HIS SAYING THIS, ABRAHAM TOLD HIM THAT HIS PRETENSE OF KINDRED TO HIS WIFE WAS NO LIE, BECAUSE SHE WAS HIS BROTHER'S DAUGHTER; AND THAT HE DID NOT THINK HIMSELF SAFE IN HIS TRAVELS ABROAD, WITHOUT THIS SORT OF DISSIMULATION; AND THAT HE WAS NOT THE CAUSE OF HIS DISTEMPER, BUT WAS ONLY SOLICITOUS FOR HIS OWN SAFETY: HE SAID ALSO, THAT HE WAS READY TO STAY WITH HIM. WHEREUPON ABIMELECH ASSIGNED HIM LAND AND MONEY; AND THEY COVENANTED TO LIVE TOGETHER WITHOUT GUILE, AND TOOK AN OATH AT A CERTAIN WELL CALLED BEERSHEBA, WHICH MAY BE INTERPRETED, THE WELL OF THE OATH: AND SO, IT IS NAMED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE COUNTRY UNTO THIS DAY. 
2. NOW IN A LITTLE TIME ABRAHAM HAD A SON BY SARAH, AS GOD HAD FORETOLD TO HIM, WHOM HE NAMED ISAAC, WHICH SIGNIFIES LAUGHTER. AND INDEED, THEY SO CALLED HIM, BECAUSE SARAH LAUGHED WHEN GOD SAID THAT SHE SHOULD BEAR A SON, SHE NOT EXPECTING SUCH A THING, AS BEING PAST THE AGE OF CHILD-BEARING, FOR SHE WAS NINETY YEARS OLD, AND ABRAHAM A HUNDRED; SO THAT THIS SON WAS BORN TO THEM BOTH IN THE LAST YEAR OF EACH OF THOSE DECIMAL NUMBERS. AND THEY CIRCUMCISED HIM UPON THE EIGHTH DAY AND FROM THAT TIME THE JEWS CONTINUE THE CUSTOM OF CIRCUMCISING THEIR SONS WITHIN THAT NUMBER OF DAYS. BUT AS FOR THE ARABIANS, THEY CIRCUMCISE AFTER THE THIRTEENTH YEAR, BECAUSE ISMAEL, THE FOUNDER OF THEIR NATION, WHO WAS BORN TO ABRAHAM OF THE CONCUBINE, WAS CIRCUMCISED AT THAT AGE; CONCERNING WHOM I WILL PRESENTLY GIVE A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT, WITH GREAT EXACTNESS. 
3. AS FOR SARAH, SHE AT FIRST LOVED ISMAEL, WHO WAS BORN OF HER OWN HANDMAID HAGAR, WITH AN AFFECTION NOT INFERIOR TO THAT OF HER OWN SON, FOR HE WAS BROUGHT UP IN ORDER TO SUCCEED IN THE GOVERNMENT; BUT WHEN SHE HERSELF HAD BORNE ISAAC, SHE WAS NOT WILLING THAT ISMAEL SHOULD BE BROUGHT UP WITH HIM, AS BEING TOO OLD FOR HIM, AND ABLE TO DO HIM INJURIES WHEN THEIR FATHER SHOULD BE DEAD; SHE THEREFORE PERSUADED ABRAHAM TO SEND HIM AND HIS MOTHER TO SOME DISTANT COUNTRY. NOW, AT THE FIRST, HE DID NOT AGREE TO WHAT SARAH WAS SO ZEALOUS FOR, AND THOUGHT IT AN INSTANCE OF THE GREATEST BARBARITY, TO SEND AWAY A YOUNG CHILD AND A WOMAN UNPROVIDED OF NECESSARIES; BUT AT LENGTH HE AGREED TO IT, BECAUSE GOD WAS PLEASED WITH WHAT SARAH HAD DETERMINED: SO HE DELIVERED ISMAEL TO HIS MOTHER, AS NOT YET ABLE TO GO BY HIMSELF; AND COMMANDED HER TO TAKE A BOTTLE OF WATER, AND A LOAF OF BREAD, AND SO TO DEPART, AND TO TAKE NECESSITY FOR HER GUIDE. BUT AS SOON AS HER NECESSARY PROVISIONS FAILED, SHE FOUND HERSELF IN AN EVIL CASE; AND WHEN THE WATER WAS ALMOST SPENT, SHE LAID THE YOUNG CHILD, WHO WAS READY TO EXPIRE, UNDER A FIG-TREE, AND WENT ON FURTHER, THAT SO HE MIGHT DIE WHILE SHE WAS ABSENT. BUT A DIVINE ANGEL CAME TO HER, AND TOLD HER OF A FOUNTAIN HARD BY, AND BID HER TAKE CARE, AND BRING UP THE CHILD, BECAUSE SHE SHOULD BE VERY HAPPY BY THE PRESERVATION OF ISMAEL. SHE THEN TOOK COURAGE, UPON THE PROSPECT OF WHAT WAS PROMISED HER, AND, MEETING WITH SOME SHEPHERDS, BY THEIR CARE SHE GOT CLEAR OF THE DISTRESSES SHE HAD BEEN IN. 
4. WHEN THE LAD WAS GROWN UP, HE MARRIED A WIFE, BY BIRTH AN EGYPTIAN, FROM WHENCE THE MOTHER WAS HERSELF DERIVED ORIGINALLY. OF THIS WIFE WERE BORN TO ISMAEL TWELVE SONS; NABAIOTH, KEDAR, ABDEEL, MABSAM, IDUMAS, MASMAOS, MASAOS, CHODAD, THEMAN, JETUR, NAPHESUS, CADMAS. THESE INHABITED ALL THE COUNTRY FROM EUPHRATES TO THE RED SEA, AND CALLED IT NABATENE. THEY ARE AN ARABIAN NATION, AND NAME THEIR TRIBES FROM THESE, BOTH BECAUSE OF THEIR OWN VIRTUE, AND BECAUSE OF THE DIGNITY OF ABRAHAM THEIR FATHER. 
CHAPTER 13. CONCERNING ISAAC, THE LEGITIMATE SON OF ABRAHAM. 
1. NOW ABRAHAM GREATLY LOVED ISAAC, AS BEING HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN AND GIVEN TO HIM AT THE BORDERS OF OLD AGE, BY THE FAVOR OF GOD. THE CHILD ALSO ENDEARED HIMSELF TO HIS PARENTS STILL MORE, BY THE EXERCISE OF EVERY VIRTUE, AND ADHERING TO HIS DUTY TO HIS PARENTS, AND BEING ZEALOUS IN THE WORSHIP OF GOD. ABRAHAM ALSO PLACED HIS OWN HAPPINESS IN THIS PROSPECT, THAT, WHEN HE SHOULD DIE, HE SHOULD LEAVE THIS HIS SON IN A SAFE AND SECURE CONDITION; WHICH ACCORDINGLY HE OBTAINED BY THE WILL OF GOD: WHO BEING DESIROUS TO MAKE AN EXPERIMENT OF ABRAHAM'S RELIGIOUS DISPOSITION TOWARDS HIMSELF, APPEARED TO HIM, AND ENUMERATED ALL THE BLESSINGS HE HAD BESTOWED ON HIM; HOW HE HAD MADE HIM SUPERIOR TO HIS ENEMIES; AND THAT HIS SON ISAAC, WHO WAS THE PRINCIPAL PART OF HIS PRESENT HAPPINESS, WAS DERIVED FROM HIM; AND HE SAID THAT HE REQUIRED THIS SON OF HIS AS A SACRIFICE AND HOLY OBLATION. ACCORDINGLY, HE COMMANDED HIM TO CARRY HIM TO THE MOUNTAIN MORIAH, AND TO BUILD AN ALTAR, AND OFFER HIM FOR A BURNT-OFFERING UPON IT FOR THAT THIS WOULD BEST MANIFEST HIS RELIGIOUS DISPOSITION TOWARDS HIM, IF HE PREFERRED WHAT WAS PLEASING TO GOD, BEFORE THE PRESERVATION OF HIS OWN SON. 
2. NOW ABRAHAM THOUGHT THAT IT WAS NOT RIGHT TO DISOBEY GOD IN ANY THING, BUT THAT HE WAS OBLIGED TO SERVE HIM IN EVERY CIRCUMSTANCE OF LIFE, SINCE ALL CREATURES THAT LIVE ENJOY THEIR LIFE BY HIS PROVIDENCE, AND THE KINDNESS HE BESTOWS ON THEM. ACCORDINGLY, HE CONCEALED THIS COMMAND OF GOD, AND HIS OWN INTENTIONS ABOUT THE SLAUGHTER OF HIS SON, FROM HIS WIFE, AS ALSO FROM EVERY ONE OF HIS SERVANTS, OTHERWISE HE SHOULD HAVE BEEN HINDERED FROM HIS OBEDIENCE TO GOD; AND HE TOOK ISAAC, TOGETHER WITH TWO OF HIS SERVANTS, AND LAYING WHAT THINGS WERE NECESSARY FOR A SACRIFICE UPON AN ASS, HE WENT AWAY TO THE MOUNTAIN. NOW THE TWO SERVANTS WENT ALONG WITH HIM TWO DAYS; BUT ON THE THIRD DAY, AS SOON AS HE SAW THE MOUNTAIN, HE LEFT THOSE SERVANTS THAT WERE WITH HIM TILL THEN IN THE PLAIN, AND, HAVING HIS SON ALONE WITH HIM, HE CAME TO THE MOUNTAIN. IT WAS THAT MOUNTAIN UPON WHICH KING DAVID AFTERWARDS BUILT THE TEMPLE. NOW THEY HAD BROUGHT WITH THEM EVERY THING NECESSARY FOR A SACRIFICE, EXCEPTING THE ANIMAL THAT WAS TO BE OFFERED ONLY. NOW ISAAC WAS TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OLD. AND AS HE WAS BUILDING THE ALTAR, HE ASKED HIS FATHER WHAT HE WAS ABOUT TO OFFER, SINCE THERE WAS NO ANIMAL THERE FOR AN OBLATION: - TO WHICH IT WAS ANSWERED, "THAT GOD WOULD PROVIDE HIMSELF AN OBLATION, HE BEING ABLE TO MAKE A PLENTIFUL PROVISION FOR MEN OUT OF WHAT THEY HAVE NOT, AND TO DEPRIVE OTHERS OF WHAT THEY ALREADY HAVE, WHEN THEY PUT TOO MUCH TRUST THEREIN; THAT THEREFORE, IF GOD PLEASED TO BE PRESENT AND PROPITIOUS AT THIS SACRIFICE, HE WOULD PROVIDE HIMSELF AN OBLATION." 
3. AS SOON AS THE ALTAR WAS PREPARED, AND ABRAHAM HAD LAID ON THE WOOD, AND ALL THINGS WERE ENTIRELY READY, HE SAID TO HIS SON, "O SON, I POURED OUT A VAST NUMBER OF PRAYERS THAT I MIGHT HAVE THEE FOR MY SON; WHEN THOU WAST COME INTO THE WORLD, THERE WAS NOTHING THAT COULD CONTRIBUTE TO THY SUPPORT FOR WHICH I WAS NOT GREATLY SOLICITOUS, NOR ANY THING WHEREIN I THOUGHT MYSELF HAPPIER THAN TO SEE THEE GROWN UP TO MAN'S ESTATE, AND THAT I MIGHT LEAVE THEE AT MY DEATH THE SUCCESSOR TO MY DOMINION; BUT SINCE IT WAS BY GOD'S WILL THAT I BECAME THY FATHER, AND IT IS NOW HIS WILL THAT I RELINQUISH THEE, BEAR THIS CONSECRATION TO GOD WITH A GENEROUS MIND; FOR I RESIGN THEE UP TO GOD WHO HAS THOUGHT FIT NOW TO REQUIRE THIS TESTIMONY OF HONOR TO HIMSELF, ON ACCOUNT OF THE FAVORS HE HATH CONFERRED ON ME, IN BEING TO ME A SUPPORTER AND DEFENDER. ACCORDINGLY, THOU, MY SON, WILT NOW DIE, NOT IN ANY COMMON WAY OF GOING OUT OF THE WORLD, BUT SENT TO GOD, THE FATHER OF ALL MEN, BEFOREHAND, BY THY OWN FATHER, IN THE NATURE OF A SACRIFICE. I SUPPOSE HE THINKS THEE WORTHY TO GET CLEAR OF THIS WORLD NEITHER BY DISEASE, NEITHER BY WAR, NOR BY ANY OTHER SEVERE WAY, BY WHICH DEATH USUALLY COMES UPON MEN, BUT SO THAT HE WILL RECEIVE THY SOUL WITH PRAYERS AND HOLY OFFICES OF RELIGION, AND WILL PLACE THEE NEAR TO HIMSELF, AND THOU WILT THERE BE TO ME A SUCCORER AND SUPPORTER IN MY OLD AGE; ON WHICH ACCOUNT I PRINCIPALLY BROUGHT THEE UP, AND THOU WILT THEREBY PROCURE ME GOD FOR MY COMFORTER INSTEAD OF THYSELF." 
4. NOW ISAAC WAS OF SUCH A GENEROUS DISPOSITION AS BECAME THE SON OF SUCH A FATHER, AND WAS PLEASED WITH THIS DISCOURSE; AND SAID, "THAT HE WAS NOT WORTHY TO BE BORN AT FIRST, IF HE SHOULD REJECT THE DETERMINATION OF GOD AND OF HIS FATHER, AND SHOULD NOT RESIGN HIMSELF UP READILY TO BOTH THEIR PLEASURES; SINCE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN UNJUST IF HE HAD NOT OBEYED, EVEN IF HIS FATHER ALONE HAD SO RESOLVED." SO, HE WENT IMMEDIATELY TO THE ALTAR TO BE SACRIFICED. AND THE DEED HAD BEEN DONE IF GOD HAD NOT OPPOSED IT; FOR HE CALLED LOUDLY TO ABRAHAM BY HIS NAME, AND FORBADE HIM TO SLAY HIS SON; AND SAID, "IT WAS NOT OUT OF A DESIRE OF HUMAN BLOOD THAT HE WAS COMMANDED TO SLAY HIS SON, NOR WAS HE WILLING THAT HE SHOULD BE TAKEN AWAY FROM HIM WHOM HE HAD MADE HIS FATHER, BUT TO TRY THE TEMPER OF HIS MIND, WHETHER HE WOULD BE OBEDIENT TO SUCH A COMMAND. SINCE THEREFORE HE NOW WAS SATISFIED AS TO THAT HIS ALACRITY, AND THE SURPRISING READINESS HE SHOWED IN THIS HIS PIETY, HE WAS DELIGHTED IN HAVING BESTOWED SUCH BLESSINGS UPON HIM; AND THAT HE WOULD NOT BE WANTING IN ALL SORT OF CONCERN ABOUT HIM, AND IN BESTOWING OTHER CHILDREN UPON HIM; AND THAT HIS SON SHOULD LIVE TO A VERY GREAT AGE; THAT HE SHOULD LIVE A HAPPY LIFE, AND BEQUEATH A LARGE PRINCIPALITY TO HIS CHILDREN, WHO SHOULD BE GOOD AND LEGITIMATE." HE FORETOLD ALSO, THAT HIS FAMILY SHOULD INCREASE INTO MANY NATIONS AND THAT THOSE PATRIARCHS SHOULD LEAVE BEHIND THEM AN EVERLASTING NAME; THAT THEY SHOULD OBTAIN THE POSSESSION OF THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND BE ENVIED BY ALL MEN. WHEN GOD HAD SAID THIS, HE PRODUCED TO THEM A RAM, WHICH DID NOT APPEAR BEFORE, FOR THE SACRIFICE. SO, ABRAHAM AND ISAAC RECEIVING EACH OTHER UNEXPECTEDLY, AND HAVING OBTAINED THE PROMISES OF SUCH GREAT BLESSINGS, EMBRACED ONE ANOTHER; AND WHEN THEY HAD SACRIFICED, THEY RETURNED TO SARAH, AND LIVED HAPPILY TOGETHER, GOD AFFORDING THEM HIS ASSISTANCE IN ALL THINGS THEY DESIRED. 
CHAPTER 14. CONCERNING SARAH ABRAHAM'S WIFE; AND HOW SHE ENDED HER DAYS. 
NOW SARAH DIED A LITTLE WHILE AFTER, HAVING LIVED ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS. THEY BURIED HER IN HEBRON; THE CANAANITES PUBLICLY ALLOWING THEM A BURYING-PLACE; WHICH PIECE OF GROUND ABRAHAM BOUGHT FOR FOUR HUNDRED SHEKELS, OF EPHRON, AN INHABITANT OF HEBRON. AND BOTH ABRAHAM AND HIS DESCENDANTS BUILT THEMSELVES SEPULCHERS IN THAT PLACE. 
CHAPTER 15. HOW THE NATION OF THE TROGLODYTES WERE DERIVED FROM ABRAHAM BY KETURAH? 
ABRAHAM AFTER THIS MARRIED KETURAH, BY WHOM SIX SONS WERE BORN TO HIM, MEN OF COURAGE, AND OF SAGACIOUS MINDS: ZAMBRAN, AND JAZAR, AND MADAN, AND MADIAN, AND JOSABAK, AND SOUS. NOW THE SONS OF SOUS WERE SABATHAN AND DADAN. THE SONS OF DADAN WERE LATUSIM, AND ASSUR, AND LUOM. THE SONS OF MADIAU WERE EPHAS, AND OPHREN, AND ANOCH, AND EBIDAS, AND ELDAS. NOW, FOR ALL THESE SONS AND GRANDSONS, ABRAHAM CONTRIVED TO SETTLE THEM IN COLONIES; AND THEY TOOK POSSESSION OF TROGLODYTIS, AND THE COUNTRY OF ARABIA THE HAPPY, AS FAR AS IT REACHES TO THE RED SEA. IT IS RELATED OF THIS OPHREN, THAT HE MADE WAR AGAINST LIBYA, AND TOOK IT, AND THAT HIS GRANDCHILDREN, WHEN THEY INHABITED IT, CALLED IT (FROM HIS NAME) AFRICA. AND INDEED, ALEXANDER POLYHISTOR GIVES HIS ATTESTATION TO WHAT I HERE SAY; WHO SPEAKS THUS: "CLEODEMUS THE PROPHET, WHO WAS ALSO CALLED MALCHUS, WHO WROTE A HISTORY OF THE JEWS, IN AGREEMENT WITH THE HISTORY OF MOSES, THEIR LEGISLATOR, RELATES, THAT THERE WERE MANY SONS BORN TO ABRAHAM BY KETURAH: NAY, HE NAMES THREE OF THEM, APHER, AND SURIM, AND JAPHRAN. THAT FROM SURIM WAS THE LAND OF ASSYRIA DENOMINATED; AND THAT FROM THE OTHER TWO (APHER AND JAPBRAN) THE COUNTRY OF AFRICA TOOK ITS NAME, BECAUSE THESE MEN WERE AUXILIARIES TO HERCULES, WHEN HE FOUGHT AGAINST LIBYA AND ANTAEUS; AND THAT HERCULES MARRIED APHRA'S DAUGHTER, AND OF HER HE BEGAT A SON, DIODORUS; AND THAT SOPHON WAS HIS SON, FROM WHOM THAT BARBAROUS PEOPLE CALLED SOPHACIANS WERE DENOMINATED." 
CHAPTER 16. HOW ISAAC TOOK REBEKA TO WIFE. 
1. NOW WHEN ABRAHAM, THE FATHER OF ISAAC, HAD RESOLVED TO TAKE REBEKA, WHO WAS GRAND-DAUGHTER TO HIS BROTHER NAHOR, FOR A WIFE TO HIS SON ISAAC, WHO WAS THEN ABOUT FORTY YEARS OLD, HE SENT THE ANCIENTEST OF HIS SERVANTS TO BETROTH HER, AFTER HE HAD OBLIGED HIM TO GIVE HIM THE STRONGEST ASSURANCES OF HIS FIDELITY; WHICH ASSURANCES WERE GIVEN AFTER THE MANNER FOLLOWING : - THEY PUT EACH OTHER'S HANDS UNDER EACH OTHER'S THIGHS; THEN THEY CALLED UPON GOD AS THE WITNESS OF WHAT WAS TO BE DONE. HE ALSO SENT SUCH PRESENTS TO THOSE THAT WERE THERE AS WERE IN ESTEEM, ON ACCOUNT THAT THAT THEY EITHER RARELY OR NEVER WERE SEEN IN THAT COUNTRY, THE SERVANT GOT THITHER NOT UNDER A CONSIDERABLE TIME; FOR IT REQUIRES MUCH TIME TO PASS THROUGH MEOPOTAMIA, IN WHICH IT IS TEDIOUS TRAVELING, BOTH IN THE WINTER FOR THE DEPTH OF THE CLAY, AND IN SUMMER FOR WANT OF WATER; AND, BESIDES THIS, FOR THE ROBBERIES THERE COMMITTED, WHICH ARE NOT TO BE AVOIDED BY TRAVELERS BUT BY CAUTION BEFOREHAND. HOWEVER, THE SERVANT CAME TO HARAN; AND WHEN HE WAS IN THE SUBURBS, HE MET A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF MAIDENS GOING TO THE WATER; HE THEREFORE PRAYED TO GOD THAT REBEKA MIGHT BE FOUND AMONG THEM, OR HER WHOM ABRAHAM SENT HIM AS HIS SERVANT TO ESPOUSE TO HIS SON, IN CASE HIS WILL WERE THAT THIS MARRIAGE SHOULD BE CONSUMMATED, AND THAT SHE MIGHT BE MADE KNOWN TO HIM BY THE SIGN, THAT WHILE OTHERS DENIED HIM WATER TO DRINK, SHE MIGHT GIVE IT HIM. 
2. WITH THIS INTENTION HE WENT TO THE WELL, AND DESIRED THE MAIDENS TO GIVE HIM SOME WATER TO DRINK: BUT WHILE THE OTHERS REFUSED, ON PRETENSE THAT THEY WANTED IT ALL AT HOME, AND COULD SPARE NONE FOR HIM, ONE ONLY OF THE COMPANY REBUKED THEM FOR THEIR PEEVISH BEHAVIOR TOWARDS THE STRANGER; AND SAID, WHAT IS THERE THAT YOU WILL EVER COMMUNICATE TO ANYBODY, WHO HAVE NOT SO MUCH AS GIVEN THE MAN SOME WATER? SHE THEN OFFERED HIM WATER IN AN OBLIGING MANNER. AND NOW HE BEGAN TO HOPE THAT HIS GRAND AFFAIR WOULD SUCCEED; BUT DESIRING STILL TO KNOW THE TRUTH, HE COMMENDED HER FOR HER GENEROSITY AND GOOD NATURE, THAT SHE DID NOT SCRUPLE TO AFFORD A SUFFICIENCY OF WATER TO THOSE THAT WANTED IT, THOUGH IT COST HER SOME PAINS TO DRAW IT; AND ASKED WHO WERE HER PARENTS, AND WISHED THEM JOY OF SUCH A DAUGHTER. "AND MAYST THOU BE ESPOUSED," SAID HE, "TO THEIR SATISFACTION, INTO THE FAMILY OF AN AGREEABLE HUSBAND, AND BRING HIM LEGITIMATE CHILDREN." NOR DID SHE DISDAIN TO SATISFY HIS INQUIRIES, BUT TOLD HIM HER FAMILY. "THEY," SAYS SHE, "CALL ME REBEKA; MY FATHER WAS BETHUEL, BUT HE IS DEAD; AND LABAN IS MY BROTHER; AND, TOGETHER WITH MY MOTHER, TAKES CARE OF ALL OUR FAMILY AFFAIRS, AND IS THE GUARDIAN OF MY VIRGINITY." WHEN THE SERVANT HEARD THIS, HE WAS VERY GLAD AT WHAT HAD HAPPENED, AND AT WHAT WAS TOLD HIM, AS PERCEIVING THAT GOD HAD THUS PLAINLY DIRECTED HIS JOURNEY; AND PRODUCING HIS BRACELETS, AND SOME OTHER ORNAMENTS WHICH IT WAS ESTEEMED DECENT FOR VIRGINS TO WEAR, HE GAVE THEM TO THE DAMSEL, BY WAY OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT, AND AS A REWARD FOR HER KINDNESS IN GIVING HIM WATER TO DRINK; SAYING, IT WAS BUT JUST THAT SHE SHOULD HAVE THEM, BECAUSE SHE WAS SO MUCH MORE OBLIGING THAN ANY OF THE REST. SHE DESIRED ALSO THAT HE WOULD COME AND LODGE WITH THEM, SINCE THE APPROACH OF THE NIGHT GAVE HIM NOT TIME TO PROCEED FARTHER. AND PRODUCING HIS PRECIOUS ORNAMENTS FOR WOMEN, HE SAID HE DESIRED TO TRUST THEM TO NONE MORE SAFELY THAN TO SUCH AS SHE HAD SHOWN HERSELF TO BE; AND THAT HE BELIEVED HE MIGHT GUESS AT THE HUMANITY OF HER MOTHER AND BROTHER, THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE DISPLEASED, FROM THE VIRTUE HE FOUND IN HER; FOR HE WOULD NOT BE BURDENSOME, BUT WOULD PAY THE HIRE FOR HIS ENTERTAINMENT, AND SPEND HIS OWN MONEY. TO WHICH SHE REPLIED, THAT HE GUESSED RIGHT AS TO THE HUMANITY OF HER PARENTS; BUT COMPLAINED THAT HE SHOULD THINK THEM SO PARSIMONIOUS AS TO TAKE MONEY, FOR THAT HE SHOULD HAVE ALL ON FREE COST. BUT SHE SAID SHE WOULD FIRST INFORM HER BROTHER LABAN, AND, IF HE GAVE HER LEAVE, SHE WOULD CONDUCT HIM IN. 
3. AS SOON THEN AS THIS WAS OVER, SHE INTRODUCED THE STRANGER; AND FOR THE CAMELS, THE SERVANTS OF LABAN BROUGHT THEM IN, AND TOOK CARE OF THEM; AND HE WAS HIMSELF BROUGHT IN TO SUPPER BY LABAN. AND, AFTER SUPPER, HE SAYS TO HIM, AND TO THE MOTHER OF THE DAMSEL, ADDRESSING HIMSELF TO HER, "ABRAHAM IS THE SON OF TERAH, AND A KINSMAN OF YOURS; FOR NAHOR, THE GRANDFATHER OF THESE CHILDREN, WAS THE BROTHER OF ABRAHAM, BY BOTH FATHER AND MOTHER; UPON WHICH ACCOUNT HE HATH SENT ME TO YOU, BEING DESIROUS TO TAKE THIS DAMSEL FOR HIS SON TO WIFE. HE IS HIS LEGITIMATE SON, AND IS BROUGHT UP AS HIS ONLY HEIR. HE COULD INDEED HAVE HAD THE MOST HAPPY OF ALL THE WOMEN IN THAT COUNTRY FOR HIM, BUT HE WOULD NOT HAVE HIS SON MARRY ANY OF THEM; BUT, OUT OF REGARD TO HIS OWN RELATIONS, HE DESIRED HIM TO MATCH HERE, WHOSE AFFECTION AND INCLINATION I WOULD NOT HAVE YOU DESPISE; FOR IT WAS BY THE GOOD PLEASURE OF GOD THAT OTHER ACCIDENTS FELL OUT IN MY JOURNEY, AND THAT THEREBY I LIGHTED UPON YOUR DAUGHTER AND YOUR HOUSE; FOR WHEN I WAS NEAR TO THE CITY, I SAW A GREAT MANY MAIDENS COMING TO A WELL, AND I PRAYED THAT I MIGHT MEET WITH THIS DAMSEL, WHICH HAS COME TO PASS ACCORDINGLY. DO YOU THEREFORE CONFIRM THAT MARRIAGE, WHOSE ESPOUSALS HAVE BEEN ALREADY MADE BY A DIVINE APPEARANCE; AND SHOW THE RESPECT YOU HAVE FOR ABRAHAM, WHO HATH SENT ME WITH SO MUCH SOLICITUDE, IN GIVING YOUR CONSENT TO THE MARRIAGE OF THIS DAMSEL." UPON THIS THEY UNDERSTOOD IT TO BE THE WILL OF GOD, AND GREATLY APPROVED OF THE OFFER, AND SENT THEIR DAUGHTER, AS WAS DESIRED. ACCORDINGLY, ISAAC MARRIED HER, THE INHERITANCE BEING NOW COME TO HIM; FOR THE CHILDREN BY KETURAH WERE GONE TO THEIR OWN REMOTE HABITATIONS. 
CHAPTER 17. CONCERNING THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM. 
A LITTLE WHILE AFTER THIS ABRAHAM DIED. HE WAS A MAN OF INCOMPARABLE VIRTUE, AND HONORED BY GOD IN A MANNER AGREEABLE TO HIS PIETY TOWARDS HIM. THE WHOLE TIME OF HIS LIFE WAS ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY AND FIVE YEARS, AND HE WAS BURIED IN HEBRON, WITH HIS WIFE SARAH, BY THEIR SONS ISAAC AND ISMAEL. 
CHAPTER 18. CONCERNING THE SONS OF ISAAC, ESAU AND JACOB; OF THEIR NATIVITY AND EDUCATION. 
1. NOW ISAAC'S WIFE PROVED WITH CHILD, AFTER THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM; AND WHEN HER BELLY WAS GREATLY BURDENED, ISAAC WAS VERY ANXIOUS, AND INQUIRED OF GOD; WHO ANSWERED, THAT REBEKA SHOULD BEAR TWINS; AND THAT TWO NATIONS SHOULD TAKE THE NAMES OF THOSE SONS; AND THAT HE WHO APPEARED THE SECOND SHOULD EXCEL THE ELDER. ACCORDINGLY, SHE IN A LITTLE TIME, AS GOD HAD FORETOLD, BARE TWINS; THE ELDER OF WHOM, FROM HIS HEAD TO HIS FEET, WAS VERY ROUGH AND HAIRY; BUT THE YOUNGER TOOK HOLD OF HIS HEEL AS THEY WERE IN THE BIRTH. NOW THE FATHER LOVED THE ELDER, WHO WAS CALLED ESAU, A NAME AGREEABLE TO HIS ROUGHNESS, FOR THE HEBREWS CALL SUCH A HAIRY ROUGHNESS [ESAU, OR] SEIR; BUT JACOB THE YOUNGER WAS BEST BELOVED BY HIS MOTHER. 
2. WHEN THERE WAS A FAMINE IN THE LAND, ISAAC RESOLVED TO GO INTO EGYPT, THE LAND THERE BEING GOOD; BUT HE WENT TO GERAR, AS GOD COMMANDED HIM. HERE ABIMELECH THE KING RECEIVED HIM, BECAUSE ABRAHAM HAD FORMERLY LIVED WITH HIM, AND HAD BEEN HIS FRIEND. AND AS IN THE BEGINNING HE TREATED HIM EXCEEDING KINDLY, SO HE WAS HINDERED FROM CONTINUING IN THE SAME DISPOSITION TO THE END, BY HIS ENVY AT HIM; FOR WHEN HE SAW THAT GOD WAS WITH ISAAC, AND TOOK SUCH GREAT CARE OF HIM, HE DROVE HIM AWAY FROM HIM. BUT ISAAC, WHEN HE SAW HOW ENVY HAD CHANGED THE TEMPER OF ABIMELECH RETIRED TO A PLACE CALLED THE VALLEY, NOT FAR FROM GERAR: AND AS HE WAS DIGGING A WELL, THE SHEPHERDS FELL UPON HIM, AND BEGAN TO FIGHT, IN ORDER TO HINDER THE WORK; AND BECAUSE HE DID NOT DESIRE TO CONTEND, THE SHEPHERDS SEEMED TO GET THE HIM, SO HE STILL RETIRED, AND DUG ANOTHER AND WHEN CERTAIN OTHER SHEPHERDS OF ABIMELECH BEGAN TO OFFER HIM VIOLENCE, HE LEFT THAT ALSO, STILL RETIRED, THUS PURCHASING SECURITY TO HIMSELF A RATIONAL AND PRUDENT CONDUCT. AT LENGTH THE GAVE HIM LEAVE TO DIG A WELL WITHOUT DISTURBANCE. HE NAMED THIS WELL REHOBOTH, WHICH DENOTES A LARGE SPACE; BUT OF THE FORMER WELLS, ONE WAS CALLED ESCON, WHICH DENOTES STRIFE, THE OTHER SITENNA, NAME SIGNIFIES ENMITY. 
3. IT WAS NOW THAT ISAAC'S AFFAIRS INCREASED, AND IN A FLOURISHING CONDITION; AND THIS HIS GREAT RICHES. BUT ABIMELECH, THINKING IN OPPOSITION TO HIM, WHILE THEIR LIVING MADE THEM SUSPICIOUS OF EACH OTHER, AND RETIRING SHOWING A SECRET ENMITY ALSO, HE AFRAID THAT HIS FORMER FRIENDSHIP WITH ISAAC WOULD NOT SECURE HIM, IF ISAAC SHOULD ENDEAVOR THE INJURIES, HE HAD FORMERLY OFFERED HIM; HE THEREFORE RENEWED HIS FRIENDSHIP WITH HIM, PHILOC, ONE OF HIS GENERALS. AND WHEN HE HAD OBTAINED EVERY THING HE DESIRED, BY REASON OF ISAAC'S GOOD NATURE, WHO PREFERRED THE EARLIER FRIENDSHIP ABIMELECH HAD SHOWN TO HIMSELF AND HIS FATHER TO HIS LATER WRATH AGAINST HIM, HE RETURNED HOME. 
4. NOW WHEN ESAU, ONE OF THE SONS OF ISAAC, WHOM THE FATHER PRINCIPALLY LOVED, WAS NOW COME TO THE AGE OF FORTY YEARS, HE MARRIED ADAH, THE DAUGHTER OF HELON, AND AHOLIBAMAH, THE DAUGHTER OF ESEBEON; WHICH HELON AND ESEBEON WERE GREAT LORDS AMONG THE CANAANITES: THEREBY TAKING UPON HIMSELF THE AUTHORITY, AND PRETENDING TO HAVE DOMINION OVER HIS OWN MARRIAGES, WITHOUT SO MUCH AS ASKING THE ADVICE OF HIS FATHER; FOR HAD ISAAC BEEN THE ARBITRATOR, HE HAD NOT GIVEN HIM LEAVE TO MARRY THUS, FOR HE WAS NOT PLEASED WITH CONTRACTING ANY ALLIANCE WITH THE PEOPLE OF THAT COUNTRY; BUT NOT CARING TO BE UNEASY TO HIS SON BY COMMANDING HIM TO PUT AWAY THESE WIVES, HE RESOLVED TO BE SILENT. 
5. BUT WHEN HE WAS OLD, AND COULD NOT SEE AT ALL, HE CALLED ESAU TO HIM, AND TOLD HIM, THAT BESIDES HIS BLINDNESS, AND THE DISORDER OF HIS EYES, HIS VERY OLD AGE HINDERED HIM FROM HIS WORSHIP OF GOD [BY SACRIFICE]; HE BID HIM THEREFORE TO GO OUT A HUNTING, AND WHEN HE HAD CAUGHT AS MUCH VENISON AS HE COULD, TO PREPARE HIM A SUPPER THAT AFTER THIS HE MIGHT MAKE SUPPLICATION TO GOD, TO BE TO HIM A SUPPORTER AND AN ASSISTER DURING THE WHOLE TIME OF HIS LIFE; SAYING, THAT IT WAS UNCERTAIN WHEN HE SHOULD DIE, AND THAT HE WAS DESIROUS, BY PRAYERS FOR HIM, TO PROCURE, BEFOREHAND, GOD TO BE MERCIFUL TO HIM. 
6. ACCORDINGLY, ESAU WENT OUT A HUNTING. BUT REBEKA THINKING IT PROPER TO HAVE THE SUPPLICATION MADE FOR OBTAINING THE FAVOR OF GOD TO JACOB, AND THAT WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF ISAAC, BID HIM KILL KIDS OF THE GOATS, AND PREPARE A SUPPER. SO, JACOB OBEYED HIS MOTHER, ACCORDING TO ALL HER INSTRUCTIONS. NOW WHEN THE SUPPER WAS GOT READY, HE TOOK A GOAT'S SKIN, AND PUT IT ABOUT HIS ARM, THAT BY REASON OF ITS HAIRY ROUGHNESS, HE MIGHT BY HIS FATHER BE BELIEVED TO BE ESAU; FOR THEY BEING TWINS, AND IN ALL THINGS ELSE ALIKE, DIFFERED ONLY IN THIS THING. THIS WAS DONE OUT OF HIS FEAR, THAT BEFORE HIS FATHER HAD MADE HIS SUPPLICATIONS, HE SHOULD BE CAUGHT IN HIS EVIL PRACTICE, AND LEST HE SHOULD, ON THE CONTRARY, PROVOKE HIS FATHER TO CURSE HIM. SO, HE BROUGHT IN THE SUPPER TO HIS FATHER. ISAAC PERCEIVEST TO BE ESAU." SO, SUSPECTING NO DECEIT, HE ATE THE SUPPER, AND BETOOK HIMSELF TO HIS 
PRAYERS AND INTERCESSIONS WITH GOD; AND SAID, "O LORD OF ALL AGES, AND CREATOR [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ALL SUBSTANCE; FOR IT WAS THOU THAT DIDST PROPOSE TO MY FATHER GREAT PLENTY OF GOOD THINGS, AND HAST VOUCHSAFED TO BESTOW ON ME WHAT I HAVE; AND HAST PROMISED TO MY POSTERITY TO BE THEIR KIND SUPPORTER, AND TO BESTOW ON THEM STILL GREATER BLESSINGS; DO THOU THEREFORE CONFIRM THESE THY PROMISES, AND DO NOT OVERLOOK ME, BECAUSE OF MY PRESENT WEAK CONDITION, ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH I MOST EARNESTLY PRAY TO THEE. BE GRACIOUS TO THIS MY SON; AND PRESERVE HIM AND KEEP HIM FROM EVERY THING THAT IS EVIL. GIVE HIM A HAPPY LIFE, AND THE POSSESSION OF AS MANY GOOD THINGS AS THY POWER IS ABLE TO BESTOW. MAKE HIM TERRIBLE TO HIS ENEMIES, AND HONORABLE AND BELOVED AMONG HIS FRIENDS." 
7. THUS DID ISAAC PRAY TO GOD, THINKING HIS PRAYERS HAD BEEN MADE FOR ESAU. HE HAD BUT JUST FINISHED THEM, WHEN ESAU CAME IN FROM HUNTING. AND WHEN ISAAC PERCEIVED HIS MISTAKE, HE WAS SILENT: BUT ESAU REQUIRED THAT HE MIGHT BE MADE PARTAKER OF THE LIKE BLESSING FROM HIS FATHER THAT HIS BROTHER HAD PARTOOK OF; BUT HIS FATHER REFUSED IT, BECAUSE ALL HIS PRAYERS HAD BEEN SPENT UPON JACOB: SO, ESAU LAMENTED THE MISTAKE. HOWEVER, HIS FATHER BEING GRIEVED AT HIS WEEPING, SAID, THAT "HE SHOULD EXCEL IN HUNTING AND STRENGTH OF BODY, IN ARMS, AND ALL SUCH SORTS OF WORK; AND SHOULD OBTAIN GLORY FOR EVER ON THOSE ACCOUNTS, HE AND HIS POSTERITY AFTER HIM; BUT STILL SHOULD SERVE HIS BROTHER." 
8. NOW THE MOTHER DELIVERED JACOB, WHEN SHE WAS AFRAID THAT HIS BROTHER WOULD INFLICT SOME PUNISHMENT UPON HIM BECAUSE OF THE MISTAKE ABOUT THE PRAYERS OF ISAAC; FOR SHE PERSUADED HER HUSBAND TO TAKE A WIFE FOR JACOB OUT OF MESOPOTAMIA, OF HER OWN KINDRED, ESAU HAVING MARRIED ALREADY BASEMMATH, THE DAUGHTER OF ISMAEL, WITHOUT HIS FATHER'S CONSENT; FOR ISAAC DID NOT LIKE THE CANAANITES, SO THAT HE DISAPPROVED OF ESAU'S FORMER MARRIAGES, WHICH MADE HIM TAKE BASEMMATH TO WIFE, IN ORDER TO PLEASE HIM; AND INDEED HE HAD A GREAT AFFECTION FOR HER. 
CHAPTER 19. CONCERNING JACOB'S FLIGHT INTO MESOPOTAMIA, BY REASON OF THE FEAR HE WAS IN OF HIS BROTHER. 
1. NOW JACOB WAS SENT BY HIS MOTHER TO MESOPOTAMIA, IN ORDER TO MARRY LABAN HER BROTHER'S DAUGHTER (WHICH MARRIAGE WAS PERMITTED BY ISAAC, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS OBSEQUIOUSNESS TO THE DESIRES OF HIS WIFE); AND HE ACCORDINGLY JOURNEYED THROUGH THE LAND OF CANAAN; AND BECAUSE HE HATED THE PEOPLE OF THAT COUNTRY, HE WOULD NOT LODGE WITH ANY OF THEM, BUT TOOK UP HIS LODGING IN THE OPEN AIR, AND LAID HIS HEAD ON A HEAP OF STONES THAT HE HAD GATHERED TOGETHER. AT WHICH TIME HE SAW IN HIS SLEEP SUCH A VISION STANDING BY HIM: - HE SEEMED TO SEE A LADDER THAT REACHED FROM THE EARTH UNTO HEAVEN, AND PERSONS DESCENDING UPON THE LADDER THAT SEEMED MORE EXCELLENT THAN HUMAN; AND AT LAST GOD HIMSELF STOOD ABOVE IT, AND WAS PLAINLY VISIBLE TO HIM, WHO, CALLING HIM BY HIS NAME, SPOKE TO HIM IN THESE WORDS: - 
2. "O JACOB, IT IS NOT FIT FOR THEE, WHO ART THE SON OF A GOOD FATHER, AND GRANDSON OF ONE WHO HAD OBTAINED A GREAT REPUTATION FOR HIS EMINENT VIRTUE, TO BE DEJECTED AT THY PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, BUT TO HOPE FOR BETTER TIMES, FOR THOU SHALT HAVE GREAT ABUNDANCE OF ALL GOOD THINGS, BY MY ASSISTANCE: FOR I BROUGHT ABRAHAM HITHER, OUT OF MESOPOTAMIA, WHEN HE WAS DRIVEN AWAY BY HIS KINSMEN, AND I MADE THY FATHER A HAPPY MAN, NOR WILL I BESTOW A LESSER DEGREE OF HAPPINESS ON THYSELF: BE OF GOOD COURAGE, THEREFORE, AND UNDER MY CONDUCT PROCEED ON THIS THY JOURNEY, FOR THE MARRIAGE THOU GOEST SO ZEALOUSLY ABOUT SHALL BE CONSUMMATED. AND THOU SHALT HAVE CHILDREN OF GOOD CHARACTERS, BUT THEIR MULTITUDE SHALL BE INNUMERABLE; AND THEY SHALL LEAVE WHAT THEY HAVE TO A STILL MORE NUMEROUS POSTERITY, TO WHOM, AND TO WHOSE POSTERITY, I GIVE THE DOMINION OF ALL THE LAND, AND THEIR POSTERITY SHALL FILL THE ENTIRE EARTH AND SEA, SO FAR AS THE SUN BEHOLDS THEM: BUT DO NOT THOU FEAR ANY DANGER, NOR BE AFRAID OF THE MANY LABORS THOU MUST UNDERGO, FOR BY MY PROVIDENCE I WILL DIRECT THEE WHAT THOU ART TO DO IN THE TIME PRESENT, AND STILL MUCH MORE IN THE TIME TO COME." 
3. SUCH WERE THE PREDICTIONS WHICH GOD MADE TO JACOB; WHEREUPON HE BECAME VERY JOYFUL AT WHAT HE HAD SEEN AND HEARD; AND HE POURED OIL ON THE STONES, BECAUSE ON THEM THE PREDICTION OF SUCH GREAT BENEFITS WAS MADE. HE ALSO VOWED A VOW, THAT HE WOULD OFFER SACRIFICES UPON THEM, IF HE LIVED AND RETURNED SAFE; AND IF HE CAME AGAIN, IN SUCH A CONDITION, HE WOULD GIVE THE TITHE OF WHAT HE HAD GOTTEN TO GOD. HE ALSO JUDGED THE PLACE TO BE HONORABLE AND GAVE IT THE NAME OF BETHEL, WHICH, IN THE GREEK, IS INTERPRETED, THE HOUSE OF GOD. 
4. SO HE PROCEEDED ON HIS JOURNEY TO MESOPOTAMIA, AND AT LENGTH CAME TO HARAN; AND MEETING WITH SHEPHERDS IN THE SUBURBS, WITH BOYS GROWN UP, AND MAIDENS SITTING ABOUT A CERTAIN WELL, HE STAID WITH THEM, AS WANTING WATER TO DRINK; AND BEGINNING TO DISCOURSE WITH THEM, HE ASKED THEM WHETHER THEY KNEW SUCH A ONE AS LABAN, AND WHETHER HE WAS STILL ALIVE. NOW THEY ALL SAID THEY KNEW HIM, FOR HE WAS NOT SO INCONSIDERABLE A PERSON AS TO BE UNKNOWN TO ANY OF THEM; AND THAT HIS DAUGHTER FED HER FATHER'S FLOCK TOGETHER WITH THEM; AND THAT INDEED THEY WONDERED THAT SHE WAS NOT YET COME, FOR BY HER MEANS THOU MIGHTEST LEARN MORE EXACTLY WHATEVER THOU DESIREST TO KNOW ABOUT THAT FAMILY. WHILE THEY WERE SAYING THIS THE DAMSEL CAME, AND THE OTHER SHEPHERDS THAT CAME DOWN ALONG WITH HER. THEN THEY SHOWED HER JACOB, AND TOLD HER THAT HE WAS A STRANGER, WHO CAME TO INQUIRE ABOUT HER FATHER'S AFFAIRS. BUT SHE, AS PLEASED, AFTER THE CUSTOM OF CHILDREN, WITH JACOB'S COMING, ASKED HIM WHO HE WAS, AND WHENCE HE CAME TO THEM, AND WHAT IT WAS HE LACKED THAT HE CAME THITHER. SHE ALSO WISHED IT MIGHT HE IN THEIR POWER TO SUPPLY THE WANTS HE CAME ABOUT. 
5. BUT JACOB WAS QUITE OVERCOME, NOT SO MUCH BY THEIR KINDRED, NOR BY THAT AFFECTION WHICH MIGHT ARISE THENCE, AS BY HIS LOVE TO THE DAMSEL, AND HIS SURPRISE AT HER BEAUTY, WHICH WAS SO FLOURISHING, AS FEW OF THE WOMEN OF THAT AGE COULD VIE WITH. HE SAID THEN, "THERE IS A RELATION BETWEEN THEE AND ME, ELDER THAN EITHER THY OR MY BIRTH, IF THOU BE THE DAUGHTER OF LABAN; FOR ABRAHAM WAS THE SON OF TERAH, AS WELL AS HARAN AND NAHOR. OF THE LAST OF WHOM (NAHOR) BETHUEL THY GRANDFATHER WAS THE SON. ISAAC MY FATHER WAS THE SON OF ABRAHAM AND OF SARAH, WHO WAS THE DAUGHTER OF HARAN. BUT THERE IS A NEARER AND LATER CEMENT OF MUTUAL KINDRED WHICH WE BEAR TO ONE ANOTHER, FOR MY MOTHER REBEKA WAS SISTER TO LABAN THY FATHER, BOTH BY THE SAME FATHER AND MOTHER; I THEREFORE AND THOU ARE COUSIN-GERMANS. AND I AM NOW COME TO SALUTE YOU, AND TO RENEW THAT AFFINITY WHICH IS PROPER BETWEEN US." UPON THIS THE DAMSEL, AT THE MENTION OF REBEKA, AS USUALLY HAPPENS TO YOUNG PERSONS, WEPT, AND THAT OUT OF THE KINDNESS SHE HAD FOR HER FATHER, AND EMBRACED JACOB, SHE HAVING LEARNED AN ACCOUNT OF REBEKA FROM HER FATHER, AND KNEW THAT HER PARENTS LOVED TO HEAR HER NAMED; AND WHEN SHE HAD SALUTED HIM, SHE SAID THAT "HE BROUGHT THE MOST DESIRABLE AND GREATEST PLEASURES TO HER FATHER, WITH ALL THEIR FAMILY, WHO WAS ALWAYS MENTIONING HIS MOTHER, AND ALWAYS THINKING OF HER, AND HER ALONE; AND THAT THIS WILL MAKE THEE EQUAL IN HIS EYES TO ANY ADVANTAGEOUS CIRCUMSTANCES WHATSOEVER." THEN SHE BID HIM GO TO HER FATHER, AND FOLLOW HER WHILE SHE CONDUCTED HIM TO HIM; AND NOT TO DEPRIVE HIM OF SUCH A PLEASURE, BY STAYING ANY LONGER AWAY FROM HIM. 
6. WHEN SHE HAD SAID THUS, SHE BROUGHT HIM TO LABAN; AND BEING OWNED BY HIS UNCLE, HE WAS SECURE HIMSELF, AS BEING AMONG HIS FRIENDS; AND HE BROUGHT A GREAT DEAL OF PLEASURE TO THEM BY HIS UNEXPECTED CONING. BUT A LITTLE WHILE AFTERWARD, LABAN TOLD HIM THAT HE COULD NOT EXPRESS IN WORDS THE JOY HE HAD AT HIS COMING; BUT STILL HE INQUIRED OF HIM THE OCCASION OF HIS COMING, AND WHY HE LEFT HIS AGED MOTHER AND FATHER, WHEN THEY WANTED TO BE TAKEN CARE OF BY HIM; AND THAT HE WOULD AFFORD HIM ALL THE ASSISTANCE HE WANTED. THEN JACOB GAVE HIM AN ACCOUNT OF THE WHOLE OCCASION OF HIS JOURNEY, AND TOLD HIM, "THAT ISAAC HAD TWO SONS THAT WERE TWINS, HIMSELF AND ESAU; WHO, BECAUSE HE FAILED OF HIS FATHER'S PRAYERS, WHICH BY HIS MOTHER'S WISDOM WERE PUT UP FOR HIM, SOUGHT TO KILL HIM, AS DEPRIVED OF THE KINGDOM WHICH WAS TO BE GIVEN HIM OF GOD, AND OF THE BLESSINGS FOR WHICH THEIR FATHER PRAYED; AND THAT THIS WAS THE OCCASION OF HIS COMING HITHER, AS HIS MOTHER HAD COMMANDED HIM TO DO: FOR WE ARE ALL (SAYS HE) BRETHREN ONE TO ANOTHER; BUT OUR MOTHER ESTEEMS AN ALLIANCE WITH YOUR FAMILY MORE THAN SHE DOES ONE WITH THE FAMILIES OF THE COUNTRY; SO I LOOK UPON YOURSELF AND GOD TO BE THE SUPPORTERS OF MY TRAVELS, AND THINK MYSELF SAFE IN MY PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES." 
7. NOW LABAN PROMISED TO TREAT HIM WITH GREAT HUMANITY, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF HIS ANCESTORS, AND PARTICULARLY FOR THE SAKE OF HIS MOTHER, TOWARDS WHOM, HE SAID, HE WOULD SHOW HIS KINDNESS, EVEN THOUGH SHE WERE ABSENT, BY TAKING CARE OF HIM; FOR HE ASSURED HIM HE WOULD MAKE HIM THE HEAD SHEPHERD OF HIS FLOCK, AND GIVE HIM AUTHORITY SUFFICIENT FOR THAT PURPOSE; AND WHEN HE SHOULD HAVE A MIND TO RETURN TO HIS PARENTS, HE WOULD SEND HIM BACK WITH PRESENTS, AND THIS IN AS HONORABLE A MANNER AS THE NEARNESS OF THEIR RELATION SHOULD REQUIRE. THIS JACOB HEARD GLADLY; AND SAID HE WOULD WILLINGLY, AND WITH PLEASURE, UNDERGO ANY SORT OF PAINS WHILE HE TARRIED WITH HIM, BUT DESIRED RACHEL TO WIFE, AS THE REWARD OF THOSE PAINS, WHO WAS NOT ONLY ON OTHER ACCOUNTS ESTEEMED BY HIM, BUT ALSO BECAUSE SHE WAS THE MEANS OF HIS COMING TO HIM; FOR HE SAID HE WAS FORCED BY THE LOVE OF THE DAMSEL TO MAKE THIS PROPOSAL. LABAN WAS WELL PLEASED WITH THIS AGREEMENT, AND CONSENTED TO GIVE THE DAMSEL TO HIM, AS NOT DESIROUS TO MEET WITH ANY BETTER SON-IN-LAW; AND SAID HE WOULD DO THIS, IF HE WOULD STAY WITH HIM SOME TIME, FOR HE WAS NOT WILLING TO SEND HIS DAUGHTER TO BE AMONG THE CANAANITES, FOR HE REPENTED OF THE ALLIANCE HE HAD MADE ALREADY BY MARRYING HIS SISTER THERE. AND WHEN JACOB HAD GIVEN HIS CONSENT TO THIS, HE AGREED TO STAY SEVEN YEARS; FOR SO MANY YEARS HE HAD RESOLVED TO SERVE HIS FATHER-IN-LAW, THAT, HAVING GIVEN A SPECIMEN OF HIS VIRTUE, IT MIGHT BE BETTER KNOWN WHAT SORT OF A MAN HE WAS. AND JACOB, ACCEPTING OF HIS TERMS, AFTER THE TIME WAS OVER, HE MADE THE WEDDING-FEAST; AND WHEN IT WAS NIGHT, WITHOUT JACOB'S PERCEIVING IT, HE PUT HIS OTHER DAUGHTER INTO BED TO HIM, WHO WAS BOTH ELDER THAN RACHEL, AND OF NO COMELY COUNTENANCE: JACOB LAY WITH HER THAT NIGHT, AS BEING BOTH IN DRINK AND IN THE DARK. HOWEVER, WHEN IT WAS DAY, HE KNEW WHAT HAD BEEN DONE TO HIM; AND HE REPROACHED LABAN FOR HIS UNFAIR PROCEEDING WITH HIM; WHO ASKED PARDON FOR THAT NECESSITY WHICH FORCED HIM TO DO WHAT HE DID; FOR HE DID NOT GIVE HIM LEA OUT OF ANY ILL DESIGN, BUT AS OVERCOME BY ANOTHER GREATER NECESSITY: THAT, NOTWITHSTANDING THIS, NOTHING SHOULD HINDER HIM FROM MARRYING RACHEL; BUT THAT WHEN HE HAD SERVED ANOTHER SEVEN YEARS, HE WOULD GIVE HIM HER WHOM HE LOVED. JACOB SUBMITTED TO THIS CONDITION, FOR HIS LOVE TO THE DAMSEL DID NOT PERMIT HIM TO DO OTHERWISE; AND WHEN ANOTHER SEVEN YEARS WERE GONE, HE TOOK RACHEL TO WIFE. 
8. NOW EACH OF THESE HAD HANDMAIDS, BY THEIR FATHER'S DONATION. ZILPHA WAS HANDMAID TO LEA, AND BILHA TO RACHEL; BY NO MEANS SLAVES, BUT HOWEVER SUBJECT TO THEIR MISTRESSES. NOW LEA WAS SORELY TROUBLED AT HER HUSBAND'S LOVE TO HER SISTER; AND SHE EXPECTED SHE SHOULD BE BETTER ESTEEMED IF SHE BARE HIM CHILDREN: SO SHE ENTREATED GOD PERPETUALLY; AND WHEN SHE HAD BORNE A SON, AND HER HUSBAND WAS ON THAT ACCOUNT BETTER RECONCILED TO HER, SHE NAMED HER SON REUBEL, BECAUSE GOD HAD HAD MERCY UPON HER, IN GIVING HER A SON, FOR THAT IS THE SIGNIFICATION OF THIS NAME. AFTER SOME TIME, SHE, BARE THREE MORE SONS; SIMEON, WHICH NAME SIGNIFIES THAT GOD HAD HEARKENED TO HER PRAYER. THEN SHE BARE LEVI, THE CONFIRMER OF THEIR FRIENDSHIP. AFTER HIM WAS BORN JUDAH, WHICH DENOTES THANKSGIVING. BUT RACHEL, FEARING LEST THE FRUITFULNESS OF HER SISTER SHOULD MAKE HERSELF ENJOY A LESSER SHARE OF JACOB'S AFFECTIONS, PUT TO BED TO HIM HER HANDMAID BILHA; BY WHOM JACOB HAD DAN: ONE MAY INTERPRET THAT NAME INTO THE GREEK TONGUE, A DIVINE JUDGMENT. AND AFTER HIM NEPHTHALIM, AS IT WERE, UNCONQUERABLE IN STRATAGEMS, SINCE RACHEL TRIED TO CONQUER THE FRUITFULNESS OF HER SISTER BY THIS STRATAGEM. ACCORDINGLY, LEA TOOK THE SAME METHOD, AND USED A COUNTER STRATAGEM TO THAT OF HER SISTER; FOR SHE PUT TO BED TO HIM HER OWN HANDMAID. JACOB THEREFORE HAD BY ZILPHA A SON, WHOSE NAME WAS GAD, WHICH MAY BE INTERPRETED FORTUNE; AND AFTER HIM ASHER, WHICH MAY BE CALLED A HAPPY MAN, BECAUSE HE ADDED GLORY TO LEA. NOW REUBEL, THE ELDEST SON OF LEA, BROUGHT APPLES OF MANDRAKES TO HIS MOTHER. WHEN RACHEL SAW THEM, SHE DESIRED THAT SHE WOULD GIVE HER THE APPLES, FOR SHE LONGED TO EAT THEM; BUT WHEN SHE REFUSED, AND BID HER BE CONTENT THAT SHE HAD DEPRIVED HER OF THE BENEVOLENCE SHE OUGHT TO HAVE HAD FROM HER HUSBAND, RACHEL, IN ORDER TO MITIGATE HER SISTER'S ANGER, SAID SHE WOULD YIELD HER HUSBAND TO HER; AND HE SHOULD LIE WITH HER THAT EVENING. SHE ACCEPTED OF THE FAVOR, AND JACOB SLEPT WITH LEA, BY THE FAVOR OF RACHEL. SHE, BARE THEN THESE SONS: ISSACHAR, DENOTING ONE BORN BY HIRE: AND ZABULON, ONE BORN AS A PLEDGE OF BENEVOLENCE TOWARDS HER; AND A DAUGHTER, DINA. AFTER SOME TIME, RACHEL HAD A SON, NAMED JOSEPH, WHICH SIGNIFIED THERE SHOULD BE ANOTHER ADDED TO HIM. 
9. NOW JACOB FED THE FLOCKS OF LABAN HIS FATHER-IN-LAW ALL THIS TIME, BEING TWENTY YEARS, AFTER WHICH HE DESIRED LEAVE OF HIS FATHER-IN-LAW TO TAKE HIS WIVES AND GO HOME; BUT WHEN HIS FATHER-IN-LAW WOULD NOT GIVE HIM LEAVE, HE CONTRIVED TO DO IT SECRETLY. HE MADE TRIAL THEREFORE OF THE DISPOSITION OF HIS WIVES WHAT THEY THOUGHT OF THIS JOURNEY; - WHEN THEY APPEARED GLAD, AND APPROVED OF IT. RACHEL TOOK ALONG WITH HER THE IMAGES OF THE GODS, WHICH, ACCORDING TO THEIR LAWS, THEY USED TO WORSHIP IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY, AND RAN AWAY TOGETHER WITH HER SISTER. THE CHILDREN ALSO OF THEM BOTH, AND THE HANDMAIDS, AND WHAT POSSESSIONS THEY HAD, WENT ALONG WITH THEM. JACOB ALSO DROVE AWAY HALF THE CATTLE, WITHOUT LETTING LABAN KNOW OF IT BEFOREHAND BUT THE REASON WHY RACHEL TOOK THE IMAGES OF THE GODS, ALTHOUGH JACOB HAD TAUGHT HER TO DESPISE SUCH WORSHIP OF THOSE GODS, WAS THIS, THAT IN CASE THEY WERE PURSUED, AND TAKEN BY HER FATHER, SHE MIGHT HAVE RECOURSE TO THESE IMAGES, IN ORDER OBTAIN HIS PARDON. 
10. BUT LABAN, AFTER ONE DAY'S TIME, BEING ACQUAINTED WITH JACOB'S AND HIS DAUGHTERS' DEPARTURE, WAS MUCH TROUBLED, AND PURSUED AFTER THEM, LEADING A BAND OF MEN WITH HIM; AND ON THE SEVENTH DAY OVERTOOK THEM, AND FOUND THEM RESTING ON A CERTAIN HILL; AND THEN INDEED HE DID NOT MEDDLE WITH THEM, FOR IT WAS EVEN-TIDE; BUT GOD STOOD BY HIM IN A DREAM, AND WARNED HIM TO RECEIVE HIS SON-IN-LAW AND HIS DAUGHTERS IN A PEACEABLE MANNER; AND NOT TO VENTURE UPON ANY THING RASHLY, OR IN WRATH TO BUT TO MAKE A LEAGUE WITH JACOB. AND HE HIM, THAT IF HE DESPISED THEIR SMALL NUMBER, ATTACKED THEM IN A HOSTILE MANNER, HE WOULD ASSIST THEM. WHEN LABAN HAD BEEN THUS FOREWARNED BY GOD, HE CALLED JACOB TO HIM THE NEXT DAY, IN ORDER TO TREAT WITH HIM, AND SHOWED HIM WHAT DREAM HE HAD; IN DEPENDENCE WHEREUPON HE CAME CONFIDENTLY TO HIM, AND BEGAN TO ACCUSE HIM, ALLEGING THAT HE HAD ENTERTAINED HIM WHEN HE WAS POOR, AND IN WANT OF ALL THINGS, AND HAD GIVEN HIM PLENTY OF ALL THINGS WHICH HE HAD. "FOR," SAID HE, "I HAVE JOINED MY DAUGHTERS TO THEE IN MARRIAGE, AND SUPPOSED THAT THY KINDNESS TO ME BE GREATER THAN BEFORE; BUT THOU HAST HAD NO REGARD TO EITHER THY MOTHER'S RELATIONS TO ME, NOR TO THE AFFINITY NOW NEWLY CONTRACTED BETWEEN US; NOR TO THOSE WIVES WHOM THOU HAST MARRIED; NOR TO THOSE CHILDREN, OF WHOM I AM THE GRANDFATHER. THOU HAST TREATED ME AS AN ENEMY, DRIVING AWAY MY CATTLE, AND BY PERSUADING MY DAUGHTERS TO RUN AWAY FROM THEIR FATHER; AND BY CARRYING HOME THOSE SACRED PATERNAL IMAGES WHICH WERE WORSHIPPED BY MY FOREFATHERS, AND HAVE BEEN HONORED WITH THE LIKE WORSHIP WHICH THEY PAID THEM BY MYSELF. IN SHORT, THOU HAST DONE THIS WHILST THOU ART MY KINSMAN, AND MY SISTER'S SON, AND THE HUSBAND OF MY DAUGHTERS, AND WAS HOSPITABLY TREATED BY ME, AND DIDST EAT AT MY TABLE." WHEN LABAN HAD SAID THIS, JACOB MADE HIS DEFENSE - THAT HE WAS NOT THE ONLY PERSON IN WHOM GOD HAD IMPLANTED THE LOVE OF HIS NATIVE COUNTRY, BUT THAT HE HAD MADE IT NATURAL TO ALL MEN; AND THAT THEREFORE IT WAS BUT REASONABLE THAT, AFTER SO LONG TIME, HE SHOULD GO BACK TO IT. "BUT AS TO THE PREY, OF WHOSE DRIVING AWAY THOU ACCUSEST ME, IF ANY OTHER PERSON WERE THE ARBITRATOR, THOU WOULDST BE FOUND IN THE WRONG; FOR INSTEAD OF THOSE THANKS I OUGHT TO HAVE HAD FROM THEE, FOR BOTH KEEPING THY CATTLE, AND INCREASING THEM, HOW IS IT THAT THOU ART UNJUSTLY ANGRY AT ME BECAUSE I HAVE TAKEN, AND HAVE WITH ME, A SMALL PORTION OF THEM? BUT THEN, AS TO THY DAUGHTERS, TAKE NOTICE, THAT IT IS NOT THROUGH ANY EVIL PRACTICES OF MINE THAT THEY FOLLOW ME IN MY RETURN HOME, BUT FROM THAT JUST AFFECTION WHICH WIVES NATURALLY HAVE TO THEIR HUSBANDS. THEY FOLLOW THEREFORE NOT SO PROPERLY MYSELF AS THEIR OWN CHILDREN." AND THUS FAR OF HIS APOLOGY WAS MADE, IN ORDER TO CLEAR HIMSELF OF HAVING ACTED UNJUSTLY. TO WHICH HE ADDED HIS OWN COMPLAINT AND ACCUSATION OF LABAN; SAYING, "WHILE I WAS THY SISTER'S SON, AND THOU HADST GIVEN ME THY DAUGHTERS IN MARRIAGE, THOU HAST WORN ME OUT WITH THY HARSH COMMANDS, AND DETAINED ME TWENTY YEARS UNDER THEM. THAT INDEED WHICH WAS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO MY MARRYING THY DAUGHTERS, HARD AS IT WAS, I OWN TO HAVE BEEN TOLERABLE; BUT AS TO THOSE THAT WERE PUT UPON ME AFTER THOSE MARRIAGES, THEY WERE WORSE, AND SUCH INDEED AS AN ENEMY WOULD HAVE AVOIDED." FOR CERTAINLY LABAN HAD USED JACOB VERY ILL; FOR WHEN HE SAW THAT GOD WAS ASSISTING TO JACOB IN ALL THAT HE DESIRED, HE PROMISED HIM, THAT OF THE YOUNG CATTLE WHICH SHOULD BE BORN, HE SHOULD HAVE SOMETIMES WHAT WAS OF A WHITE COLOR, AND SOMETIMES WHAT SHOULD BE OF A BLACK COLOR; BUT WHEN THOSE THAT CAME TO JACOB'S SHARE PROVED NUMEROUS, HE DID NOT KEEP HIS FAITH WITH HIM, BUT SAID HE WOULD GIVE THEM TO HIM THE NEXT YEAR, BECAUSE OF HIS ENVYING HIM THE MULTITUDE OF HIS POSSESSIONS. HE PROMISED HIM AS BEFORE, BECAUSE HE THOUGHT SUCH AN INCREASE WAS NOT TO BE EXPECTED; BUT WHEN IT APPEARED TO BE FACT, HE DECEIVED HIM. 
11. BUT THEN, AS TO THE SACRED IMAGES, HE BID HIM SEARCH FOR THEM; AND WHEN LABAN ACCEPTED OF THE OFFER, RACHEL, BEING INFORMED OF IT, PUT THOSE IMAGES INTO THAT CAMEL'S SADDLE ON WHICH SHE RODE, AND SAT UPON IT; AND SAID, THAT HER NATURAL PURGATION HINDERED HER RISING UP: SO LABAN LEFT OFF SEARCHING ANY FURTHER, NOT SUPPOSING THAT HIS DAUGHTER IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD APPROACH TO THOSE IMAGES. SO, HE MADE A LEAGUE WITH JACOB, AND BOUND IT BY OATHS, THAT HE WOULD NOT BEAR HIM ANY MALICE ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED; AND JACOB MADE THE LIKE LEAGUE, AND PROMISED TO LOVE LABAN'S DAUGHTERS. AND THESE LEAGUES THEY CONFIRMED WITH OATHS ALSO, WHICH THE MADE UPON CERTAIN AS WHEREON THEY ERECTED A PILLAR, IN THE FORM OF AN ALTAR: WHENCE THAT HILL IS CALLED GILEAD; AND FROM THENCE THEY CALL THAT LAND THE LAND OF GILEAD AT THIS DAY. NOW WHEN THEY HAD FEASTED, AFTER THE MAKING OF THE LEAGUE, LABAN RETURNED HOME. 
CHAPTER 20. CONCERNING THE MEETING OF JACOB AND ESAU. 
1. NOW AS JACOB WAS PROCEEDING ON HIS JOURNEY TO THE LAND OF CANAAN, ANGELS APPEARED TO HIM, AND SUGGESTED TO HIM GOOD HOPE OF HIS FUTURE CONDITION; AND THAT PLACE HE NAMED THE CAMP OF GOD. AND BEING DESIROUS OF KNOWING WHAT HIS BROTHER'S INTENTIONS WERE TO HIM, HE SENT MESSENGERS, TO GIVE HIM AN EXACT ACCOUNT OF EVERY THING, AS BEING AFRAID, ON ACCOUNT OF THE ENMITIES BETWEEN THEM. HE CHARGED THOSE THAT WERE SENT, TO SAY TO ESAU, "JACOB HAD THOUGHT IT WRONG TO LIVE TOGETHER WITH HIM WHILE HE WAS IN ANGER AGAINST HIM, AND SO HAD GONE OUT OF THE COUNTRY; AND THAT HE NOW, THINKING THE LENGTH OF TIME OF HIS ABSENCE MUST HAVE MADE UP THEIR DIFFERENCES, WAS RETURNING; THAT HE BROUGHT WITH HIM HIS WIVES, AND HIS CHILDREN, WITH WHAT POSSESSIONS HE HAD GOTTEN; AND DELIVERED HIMSELF, WITH WHAT WAS MOST DEAR TO HIM, INTO HIS HANDS; AND SHOULD THINK IT HIS GREATEST HAPPINESS TO PARTAKE TOGETHER WITH HIS BROTHER OF WHAT GOD HAD BESTOWED UPON HIM." SO, THESE MESSENGERS TOLD HIM THIS MESSAGE. UPON WHICH ESAU WAS VERY GLAD, AND MET HIS BROTHER WITH FOUR HUNDRED MEN. AND JACOB, WHEN HE HEARD THAT HE WAS COMING TO MEET HIM WITH SUCH A NUMBER OF MEN, WAS GREATLY AFRAID: HOWEVER, HE COMMITTED HIS HOPE OF DELIVERANCE TO GOD; AND CONSIDERED HOW, IN HIS PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, HE MIGHT PRESERVE HIMSELF AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, AND OVERCOME HIS ENEMIES IF THEY ATTACKED HIM INJURIOUSLY. HE THEREFORE DISTRIBUTED HIS COMPANY INTO PARTS; SOME HE SENT BEFORE THE REST, AND THE OTHERS HE ORDERED TO COME CLOSE BEHIND, THAT SO, IF THE FIRST WERE OVERPOWERED WHEN HIS BROTHER ATTACKED THEM, THEY MIGHT HAVE THOSE THAT FOLLOWED AS A REFUGE TO FLY UNTO. AND WHEN HE HAD PUT HIS COMPANY IN THIS ORDER, HE SENT SOME OF THEM TO CARRY PRESENTS TO HIS BROTHER. THE PRESENTS WERE MADE UP OF CATTLE, AND A GREAT NUMBER OF FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS, OF MANY KINDS, SUCH AS WOULD BE VERY ACCEPTABLE TO THOSE THAT RECEIVED THEM, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR RARITY. THOSE WHO WERE SENT WENT AT CERTAIN INTERVALS OF SPACE ASUNDER, THAT, BY FOLLOWING THICK, ONE AFTER ANOTHER, THEY MIGHT APPEAR TO BE MORE NUMEROUS, THAT ESAU MIGHT REMIT OF HIS ANGER ON ACCOUNT OF THESE PRESENTS, IF HE WERE STILL IN A PASSION. INSTRUCTIONS WERE ALSO GIVEN TO THOSE THAT WERE SENT TO SPEAK GENTLY TO HIM. 
2. WHEN JACOB HAD MADE THESE APPOINTMENTS ALL THE DAY, AND NIGHT CAME ON, HE MOVED ON WITH HIS COMPANY; AND, AS THEY WERE GONE OVER A CERTAIN RIVER CALLED JABBOC, JACOB WAS LEFT BEHIND; AND MEETING WITH AN ANGEL, HE WRESTLED WITH HIM, THE ANGEL BEGINNING THE STRUGGLE: BUT HE PREVAILED OVER THE ANGEL, WHO USED A VOICE, AND SPOKE TO HIM IN WORDS, EXHORTING HIM TO BE PLEASED WITH WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO HIM, AND NOT TO SUPPOSE THAT HIS VICTORY WAS A SMALL ONE, BUT THAT HE HAD OVERCOME A DIVINE ANGEL, AND TO ESTEEM THE VICTORY AS A SIGN OF GREAT BLESSINGS THAT SHOULD COME TO HIM, AND THAT HIS OFFSPRING SHOULD NEVER FALL, AND THAT NO MAN SHOULD BE TOO HARD FOR HIS POWER. HE ALSO COMMANDED HIM TO BE CALLED ISRAEL, WHICH IN THE HEBREW TONGUE SIGNIFIES ONE THAT STRUGGLED WITH THE DIVINE ANGEL. THESE PROMISES WERE MADE AT THE PRAYER OF JACOB; FOR WHEN HE PERCEIVED HIM TO BE THE ANGEL OF GOD, HE DESIRED HE WOULD SIGNIFY TO HIM WHAT SHOULD BEFALL HIM HEREAFTER. AND WHEN THE ANGEL HAD SAID WHAT IS BEFORE RELATED, HE DISAPPEARED; BUT JACOB WAS PLEASED WITH THESE THINGS, AND NAMED THE PLACE PHANUEL, WHICH SIGNIFIES, THE FACE OF GOD. NOW WHEN HE FELT PAIN, BY THIS STRUGGLING, UPON HIS BROAD SINEW, HE ABSTAINED FROM EATING THAT SINEW HIMSELF AFTERWARD; AND FOR HIS SAKE IT IS STILL NOT EATEN BY US. 
3. WHEN JACOB UNDERSTOOD THAT HIS BROTHER WAS NEAR, HE ORDERED HIS WIVES TO GO BEFORE, EACH BY HERSELF, WITH THE HANDMAIDS, THAT THEY MIGHT SEE THE ACTIONS OF THE MEN AS THEY WERE FIGHTING, IF ESAU WERE SO DISPOSED. HE THEN WENT UP TO HIS BROTHER ESAU, AND BOWED DOWN TO HIM, WHO HAD NO EVIL DESIGN UPON HIM, BUT SALUTED HIM; AND ASKED HIM ABOUT THE COMPANY OF THE CHILDREN AND OF THE WOMEN; AND DESIRED, WHEN HE HAD UNDERSTOOD ALL HE WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THEM, THAT HE WOULD GO ALONG WITH HIM TO THEIR FATHER; BUT JACOB PRETENDING THAT THE CATTLE WERE WEARY, ESAU RETURNED TO SEIR, FOR THERE WAS HIS PLACE OF HABITATION, HE HAVING NAMED THE PLACE ROUGHNESS, FROM HIS OWN HAIRY ROUGHNESS. 
CHAPTER 21. CONCERNING THE VIOLATION OF DINA'S CHASTITY. 
1. HEREUPON JACOB CAME TO THE PLACE, TILL THIS DAY CALLED TENTS (SUCCOTH); FROM WHENCE HE WENT TO SHECHEM, WHICH IS A CITY OF THE CANAANITES. NOW AS THE SHECHEMITES WERE KEEPING A FESTIVAL DINA, WHO WAS THE ONLY DAUGHTER OF JACOB, WENT INTO THE CITY TO SEE THE FINERY OF THE WOMEN OF THAT COUNTRY. BUT WHEN SHECHEM, THE SON OF HAMOR THE KING, SAW HER, HE DEFILED HER BY VIOLENCE; AND BEING GREATLY IN LOVE WITH HER, DESIRED OF HIS FATHER THAT HE WOULD PROCURE THE DAMSEL TO HIM FOR A WIFE. TO WHICH DESIRE HE CONDESCENDED, AND CAME TO JACOB, DESIRING HIM TO GIVE LEAVE THAT HIS SON SHECHEM MIGHT, ACCORDING TO LAW, MARRY DINA. BUT JACOB, NOT KNOWING HOW TO DENY THE DESIRE OF ONE OF SUCH GREAT DIGNITY, AND YET NOT THINKING IT LAWFUL TO MARRY HIS DAUGHTER TO A STRANGER, ENTREATED HIM TO GIVE HIM LEAVE TO HAVE A CONSULTATION ABOUT WHAT HE DESIRED HIM TO DO. SO, THE KING WENT AWAY, IN HOPES THAT JACOB WOULD GRANT HIM THIS MARRIAGE. BUT JACOB INFORMED HIS SONS OF THE DEFILEMENT OF THEIR SISTER, AND OF THE ADDRESS OF HAMOR; AND DESIRED THEM TO GIVE THEIR ADVICE WHAT THEY SHOULD DO. UPON FILLS, THE GREATEST PART SAID NOTHING, NOT KNOWING WHAT ADVICE TO GIVE. BUT SIMEON AND LEVI, THE BRETHREN OF THE DAMSEL BY THE SAME MOTHER, AGREED BETWEEN THEMSELVES UPON THE ACTION FOLLOWING: IT BEING NOW THE TIME OF A FESTIVAL, WHEN THE SHECHEMITES WERE EMPLOYED IN EASE AND FEASTING, THEY FELL UPON THE WATCH WHEN THEY WERE ASLEEP, AND, COMING INTO THE CITY, SLEW ALL THE MALES AS ALSO THE KING, AND HIS SON, WITH THEM; BUT SPARED THE WOMEN. AND WHEN THEY HAD DONE THIS WITHOUT THEIR FATHER'S CONSENT, THEY BROUGHT AWAY THEIR SISTER. 
2. NOW WHILE JACOB WAS ASTONISHED AT THE GREATNESS OF THIS ACT, AND WAS SEVERELY BLAMING HIS SONS FOR IT, GOD STOOD BY HIM, AND BID HIM BE OF GOOD COURAGE; BUT TO PURIFY HIS TENTS, AND TO OFFER THOSE SACRIFICES WHICH HE HAD VOWED TO OFFER WHEN HE WENT FIRST INTO MESOPOTAMIA, AND SAW HIS VISION. AS HE WAS THEREFORE PURIFYING HIS FOLLOWERS, HE LIGHTED UPON THE GODS OF LABAN; (FOR HE DID NOT BEFORE KNOW THEY WERE STOLEN BY RACHEL;) AND HE HID THEM IN THE EARTH, UNDER AN OAK, IN SHECHEM. AND DEPARTING THENCE, HE OFFERED SACRIFICE AT BETHEL, THE PLACE WHERE HE SAW HIS DREAM, WHEN HE WENT FIRST INTO MESOPOTAMIA. 
3. AND WHEN HE WAS GONE THENCE, AND WAS COME OVER AGAINST EPHRATA, HE THERE BURIED RACHEL, WHO DIED IN CHILD-BED: SHE WAS THE ONLY ONE OF JACOB'S KINDRED THAT HAD NOT THE HONOR OF BURIAL AT HEBRON. AND WHEN HE HAD MOURNED FOR HER A GREAT WHILE, HE CALLED THE SON THAT WAS BORN OF HER BENJAMIN, BECAUSE OF THE SORROW THE MOTHER HAD WITH HIM. THESE ARE ALL THE CHILDREN OF JACOB, TWELVE MALES AND ONE FEMALE. - OF THEM EIGHT WERE LEGITIMATE, - VIZ. SIX OF LEA, AND TWO OF RACHEL; AND FOUR WERE OF THE HANDMAIDS, TWO OF EACH; ALL WHOSE NAMES HAVE BEEN SET DOWN ALREADY. 
CHAPTER 22. HOW ISAAC DIED, AND WAS BURIED IN HEBRON. 
FROM THENCE JACOB CAME TO HEBRON, A CITY SITUATES AMONG THE CANAANITES; AND THERE IT WAS THAT ISAAC LIVED: AND SO THEY LIVED TOGETHER FOR A LITTLE WHILE; FOR AS TO REBEKA, JACOB DID NOT FIND HER ALIVE. ISAAC ALSO DIED NOT LONG AFTER THE COMING OF HIS SON; AND WAS BURIED BY HIS SONS, WITH HIS WIFE, IN HEBRON, WHERE THEY HAD A MONUMENT BELONGING TO THEM FROM THEIR FOREFATHERS. NOW ISAAC WAS A MAN WHO WAS BELOVED OF GOD, AND WAS VOUCHSAFED GREAT INSTANCES OF PROVIDENCE BY GOD, AFTER ABRAHAM HIS FATHER, AND LIVED TO BE EXCEEDING OLD; FOR WHEN HE HAD LIVED VIRTUOUSLY ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE YEARS, HE THEN DIED. 
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK II
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS FROM THE DEATH OF ISAAC TO THE EXODUS OUT OF EGYPT
CHAPTER 1. HOW ESAU AND JACOB, ISAAC'S SONS DIVIDED THEIR HABITATION; AND ESAU POSSESSED IDUMEA AND JACOB CANAAN. 
1. AFTER THE DEATH OF ISAAC, HIS SONS DIVIDED THEIR HABITATIONS RESPECTIVELY; NOR DID THEY RETAIN WHAT THEY HAD BEFORE; BUT ESAU DEPARTED FROM THE CITY OF HEBRON, AND LEFT IT TO HIS BROTHER, AND DWELT IN SEIR, AND RULED OVER IDUMEA. HE CALLED THE COUNTRY BY THAT NAME FROM HIMSELF, FOR HE WAS NAMED ADOM; WHICH APPELLATION HE GOT ON THE FOLLOWING OCCASION : - ONE DAY RETURNING FROM THE TOIL OF HUNTING VERY HUNGRY, (IT WAS WHEN HE WAS A CHILD IN AGE,) HE LIGHTED ON HIS BROTHER WHEN HE WAS GETTING READY LENTILE-POTTAGE FOR HIS DINNER, WHICH WAS OF A VERY RED COLOR; ON WHICH ACCOUNT HE THE MORE EARNESTLY LONGED FOR IT, AND DESIRED HIM TO GIVE HIM SOME OF IT TO EAT: BUT HE MADE ADVANTAGE OF HIS BROTHER'S HUNGER, AND FORCED HIM TO RESIGN UP TO HIM HIS BIRTHRIGHT; AND HE, BEING PINCHED WITH FAMINE, RESIGNED IT UP TO HIM, UNDER AN OATH. WHENCE IT CAME, THAT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE REDNESS OF THIS POTTAGE, HE WAS, IN WAY OF JEST, BY HIS CONTEMPORARIES, CALLED ADOM, FOR THE HEBREWS CALL WHAT IS RED ADOM; AND THIS WAS THE NAME GIVEN TO THE COUNTRY; BUT THE GREEKS GAVE IT A MORE AGREEABLE PRONUNCIATION, AND NAMED IT IDUMEA. 
2. HE BECAME THE FATHER OF FIVE SONS; OF WHOM JAUS, AND JALOMUS, AND COREUS, WERE BY ONE WIFE, WHOSE NAME WAS ALIBAMA; BUT OF THE REST, ALIPHAZ WAS BORN TO HIM BY ADA, AND RAGUEL BY BASEMMATH: AND THESE WERE THE SONS OF ESAU. ALIPHAZ HAD FIVE LEGITIMATE SONS; THEMAN, OMER, SAPHUS, GOTHAM, AND KANAZ; FOR AMALEK WAS NOT LEGITIMATE, BUT BY A CONCUBINE, WHOSE NAME WAS THAMNA. THESE DWELT IN THAT PART OF IDUMEA WHICH IS CALLED GEBALITIS, AND THAT DENOMINATED FROM AMALEK, AMALEKITIS; FOR IDUMEA WAS A LARGE COUNTRY, AND DID THEN PRESERVE THE NAME OF THE WHOLE, WHILE IN ITS SEVERAL PARTS IT KEPT THE NAMES OF ITS PECULIAR INHABITANTS. 
CHAPTER 2. HOW JOSEPH, THE YOUNGEST OF JACOB'S SONS, WAS ENVIED BY HIS BRETHREN, WHEN CERTAIN DREAMS HAD FORESHOWN HIS FUTURE HAPPINESS. 
1. IT HAPPENED THAT JACOB CAME TO SO GREAT HAPPINESS AS RARELY ANY OTHER PERSON HAD ARRIVED AT. HE WAS RICHER THAN THE REST OF THE INHABITANTS OF THAT COUNTRY; AND WAS AT ONCE ENVIED AND ADMIRED FOR SUCH VIRTUOUS SONS, FOR THEY WERE DEFICIENT IN NOTHING, BUT WERE OF GREAT SOULS, BOTH FOR LABORING WITH THEIR HANDS AND ENDURING OF TOIL; AND SHREWD ALSO IN UNDERSTANDING. AND GOD EXERCISED SUCH A PROVIDENCE OVER HIM, AND SUCH A CARE OF HIS HAPPINESS, AS TO BRING HIM THE GREATEST BLESSINGS, EVEN OUT OF WHAT APPEARED TO BE THE MOST SORROWFUL CONDITION; AND TO MAKE HIM THE CAUSE OF OUR FOREFATHERS' DEPARTURE OUT OF EGYPT, HIM AND HIS POSTERITY. THE OCCASION WAS THIS: - WHEN JACOB HAD HIS SON JOSEPH BORN TO HIM BY RACHEL, HIS FATHER LOVED HIM ABOVE THE REST OF HIS SONS, BOTH BECAUSE OF THE BEAUTY OF HIS BODY, AND THE VIRTUES OF HIS MIND, FOR HE EXCELLED THE REST IN PRUDENCE. THIS AFFECTION OF HIS FATHER EXCITED THE ENVY AND THE HATRED OF HIS BRETHREN; AS DID ALSO HIS DREAMS WHICH HE SAW, AND RELATED TO HIS FATHER, AND TO THEM, WHICH FORETOLD HIS FUTURE HAPPINESS, IT BEING USUAL WITH MANKIND TO ENVY THEIR VERY NEAREST RELATIONS SUCH THEIR PROSPERITY. NOW THE VISIONS WHICH JOSEPH SAW IN HIS SLEEP WERE THESE:  
2. WHEN THEY WERE IN THE MIDDLE OF HARVEST, AND JOSEPH WAS SENT BY HIS FATHER, WITH HIS BRETHREN, TO GATHER THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH, HE SAW A VISION IN A DREAM, BUT GREATLY EXCEEDING THE CUSTOMARY APPEARANCES THAT COME WHEN WE ARE ASLEEP; WHICH, WHEN HE WAS GOT UP, HE TOLD HIS BRETHREN, THAT THEY MIGHT JUDGE WHAT IT PORTENDED. HE SAID, HE SAW THE LAST NIGHT, THAT HIS WHEAT-SHEAF STOOD STILL IN THE PLACE WHERE HE SET IT, BUT THAT THEIR SHEAVES RAN TO BOW DOWN TO IT, AS SERVANTS BOW DOWN TO THEIR MASTERS. BUT AS SOON AS THEY PERCEIVED THE VISION FORETOLD THAT HE SHOULD OBTAIN POWER AND GREAT WEALTH, AND THAT HIS POWER SHOULD BE IN OPPOSITION TO THEM, THEY GAVE NO INTERPRETATION OF IT TO JOSEPH, AS IF THE DREAM WERE NOT BY THEM UNDERSTOOD: BUT THEY PRAYED THAT NO PART OF WHAT THEY SUSPECTED TO BE ITS MEANING MIGHT COME TO PASS; AND THEY BARE A STILL GREATER HATRED TO HIM ON THAT ACCOUNT. 
3. BUT GOD, IN OPPOSITION TO THEIR ENVY, SENT A SECOND VISION TO JOSEPH, WHICH WAS MUCH MORE WONDERFUL THAN THE FORMER; FOR IT SEEMED TO HIM THAT THE SUN TOOK WITH HIM THE MOON, AND THE REST OF THE STARS, AND CAME DOWN TO THE EARTH, AND BOWED DOWN TO HIM. HE TOLD THE VISION TO HIS FATHER, AND THAT, AS SUSPECTING NOTHING OF ILL-WILL FROM HIS BRETHREN, WHEN THEY WERE THERE ALSO, AND DESIRED HIM TO INTERPRET WHAT IT SHOULD SIGNIFY. NOW JACOB WAS PLEASED WITH THE DREAM: FOR, CONSIDERING THE PREDICTION IN HIS MIND, AND SHREWDLY AND WISELY GUESSING AT ITS MEANING, HE REJOICED AT THE GREAT THINGS THEREBY SIGNIFIED, BECAUSE IT DECLARED THE FUTURE HAPPINESS OF HIS SON; AND THAT, BY THE BLESSING OF GOD, THE TIME WOULD COME WHEN HE SHOULD BE HONORED, AND THOUGHT WORTHY OF WORSHIP BY HIS PARENTS AND BRETHREN, AS GUESSING THAT THE MOON AND SUN WERE LIKE HIS MOTHER AND FATHER; THE FORMER, AS SHE THAT GAVE INCREASE AND NOURISHMENT TO ALL THINGS; AND THE LATTER, HE THAT GAVE FORM AND OTHER POWERS TO THEM; AND THAT THE STARS WERE LIKE HIS BRETHREN, SINCE THEY WERE ELEVEN IN NUMBER, AS WERE THE STARS THAT RECEIVE THEIR POWER FROM THE SUN AND MOON. 
4. AND THUS DID JACOB MAKE A JUDGMENT OF THIS VISION, AND THAT A SHREWD ONE ALSO. BUT THESE INTERPRETATIONS CAUSED VERY GREAT GRIEF TO JOSEPH'S BRETHREN; AND THEY WERE AFFECTED TO HIM HEREUPON AS IF HE WERE A CERTAIN STRANGER, THAT WAS TO THOSE GOOD THINGS WHICH WERE SIGNIFIED BY THE DREAMS AND NOT AS ONE THAT WAS A BROTHER, WITH WHOM IT WAS PROBABLE THEY SHOULD BE JOINT-PARTAKERS; AND AS THEY HAD BEEN PARTNERS IN THE SAME PARENTAGE, SO SHOULD THEY BE OF THE SAME HAPPINESS. THEY ALSO RESOLVED TO KILL THE LAD; AND HAVING FULLY RATIFIED THAT INTENTION OF THEIRS, AS SOON AS THEIR COLLECTION OF THE FRUITS WAS OVER, THEY WENT TO SHECHEM, WHICH IS A COUNTRY GOOD FOR FEEDING OF CATTLE, AND FOR PASTURAGE; THERE THEY FED THEIR FLOCKS, WITHOUT ACQUAINTING THEIR FATHER WITH THEIR REMOVAL THITHER; WHEREUPON HE HAD MELANCHOLY SUSPICIONS ABOUT THEM, AS BEING IGNORANT OF HIS SONS' CONDITION, AND RECEIVING NO MESSENGER FROM THE FLOCKS THAT COULD INFORM HIM OF THE TRUE STATE THEY WERE IN; SO, BECAUSE HE WAS IN GREAT FEAR ABOUT THEM, HE SENT JOSEPH TO THE FLOCKS, TO LEARN THE CIRCUMSTANCES HIS BRETHREN WERE IN, AND TO BRING HIM WORD HOW THEY DID. 
CHAPTER 3. HOW JOSEPH WAS THUS SOLD BY HIS BRETHREN INTO EGYPT, BY REASON OF THEIR HATRED TO HIM; AND HOW HE THERE GREW FAMOUS AND ILLUSTRIOUS AND HAD HIS BRETHREN UNDER HIS POWER. 
1. NOW THESE BRETHREN REJOICED AS SOON AS THEY SAW THEIR BROTHER COMING TO THEM, NOT INDEED AS AT THE PRESENCE OF A NEAR RELATION, OR AS AT THE PRESENCE OF ONE SENT BY THEIR FATHER, BUT AS AT THE PRESENCE OF AN ENEMY, AND ONE THAT BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE WAS DELIVERED INTO THEIR HANDS; AND THEY ALREADY RESOLVED TO KILL HIM, AND NOT LET SLIP THE OPPORTUNITY THAT LAY BEFORE THEM. BUT WHEN REUBEL, THE ELDEST OF THEM, SAW THEM THUS DISPOSED, AND THAT THEY HAD AGREED TOGETHER TO EXECUTE THEIR PURPOSE, HE TRIED TO RESTRAIN THEM, SHOWING THEM THE HEINOUS ENTERPRISE THEY WERE GOING ABOUT, AND THE HORRID NATURE OF IT; THAT THIS ACTION WOULD APPEAR WICKED IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, AND IMPIOUS BEFORE MEN, EVEN THOUGH THEY SHOULD KILL ONE NOT RELATED TO THEM; BUT MUCH MORE FLAGITIOUS AND DETESTABLE TO APPEAR TO HAVE SLAIN THEIR OWN BROTHER, BY WHICH ACT THE FATHER MUST BE TREATED UNJUSTLY IN THE SON'S SLAUGHTER, AND THE MOTHER ALSO BE IN PERPLEXITY WHILE SHE LAMENTS THAT HER SON IS TAKEN AWAY FROM HER, AND THIS NOT IN A NATURAL WAY NEITHER. SO HE ENTREATED THEM TO HAVE A REGARD TO THEIR OWN CONSCIENCES, AND WISELY TO CONSIDER WHAT MISCHIEF WOULD BETIDE THEM UPON THE DEATH OF SO GOOD A CHILD, AND THEIR YOUNGEST BROTHER; THAT THEY WOULD ALSO FEAR GOD, WHO WAS ALREADY BOTH A SPECTATOR AND A WITNESS OF THE DESIGNS THEY HAD AGAINST THEIR BROTHER; THAT HE WOULD LOVE THEM IF THEY ABSTAINED FROM THIS ACT, AND YIELDED TO REPENTANCE AND AMENDMENT; BUT IN CASE THEY PROCEEDED TO DO THE FACT, ALL SORTS OF PUNISHMENTS WOULD OVERTAKE THEM FROM GOD FOR THIS MURDER OF THEIR BROTHER, SINCE THEY POLLUTED HIS PROVIDENCE, WHICH WAS EVERY WHERE PRESENT, AND WHICH DID NOT OVERLOOK WHAT WAS DONE, EITHER IN DESERTS OR IN CITIES; FOR WHERESOEVER A MAN IS, THERE OUGHT HE TO SUPPOSE THAT GOD IS ALSO. HE TOLD THEM FURTHER, THAT THEIR CONSCIENCES WOULD BE THEIR ENEMIES, IF THEY ATTEMPTED TO GO THROUGH SO WICKED AN ENTERPRISE, WHICH THEY CAN NEVER AVOID, WHETHER IT BE A GOOD CONSCIENCE; OR WHETHER IT BE SUCH A ONE AS THEY WILL HAVE WITHIN THEM WHEN ONCE THEY HAVE KILLED THEIR BROTHER. HE ALSO ADDED THIS BESIDES TO WHAT HE HAD BEFORE SAID, THAT IT WAS NOT A RIGHTEOUS THING TO KILL A BROTHER, THOUGH HE HAD INJURED THEM; THAT IT IS A GOOD THING TO FORGET THE ACTIONS OF SUCH NEAR FRIENDS, EVEN IN THINGS WHEREIN THEY MIGHT SEEM TO HAVE OFFENDED; BUT THAT THEY WERE GOING TO KILL JOSEPH, WHO HAD BEEN GUILTY OF NOTHING THAT WAS ILL TOWARDS THEM, IN WHOSE CASE THE INFIRMITY OF HIS SMALL AGE SHOULD RATHER PROCURE HIM MERCY, AND MOVE THEM TO UNITE TOGETHER IN THE CARE OF HIS PRESERVATION. THAT THE CAUSE OF KILLING HIM MADE THE ACT ITSELF MUCH WORSE, WHILE THEY DETERMINED TO TAKE HIM OFF OUT OF ENVY AT HIS FUTURE PROSPERITY, AN EQUAL SHARE OF WHICH THEY WOULD NATURALLY PARTAKE WHILE HE ENJOYED IT, SINCE THEY WERE TO HIM NOT STRANGERS, BUT THE NEAREST RELATIONS, FOR THEY MIGHT RECKON UPON WHAT GOD BESTOWED UPON JOSEPH AS THEIR OWN; AND THAT IT WAS FIT FOR THEM TO BELIEVE, THAT THE ANGER OF GOD WOULD FOR THIS CAUSE BE MORE SEVERE UPON THEM, IF THEY SLEW HIM WHO WAS JUDGED BY GOD TO BE WORTHY OF THAT PROSPERITY WHICH WAS TO BE HOPED FOR; AND WHILE, BY MURDERING HIM, THEY MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD TO BESTOW IT UPON HIM. 
2. REUBEL SAID THESE AND MANY OTHER THINGS, AND USED ENTREATIES TO THEM, AND THEREBY ENDEAVORED TO DIVERT THEM FROM THE MURDER OF THEIR BROTHER. BUT WHEN HE SAW THAT HIS DISCOURSE HAD NOT MOLLIFIED THEM AT ALL, AND THAT THEY MADE HASTE TO DO THE FACT, HE ADVISED THEM TO ALLEVIATE THE WICKEDNESS THEY WERE GOING ABOUT, IN THE MANNER OF TAKING JOSEPH OFF; FOR AS HE HAD EXHORTED THEM FIRST, WHEN THEY WERE GOING TO REVENGE THEMSELVES, TO BE DISSUADED FROM DOING IT; SO, SINCE THE SENTENCE FOR KILLING THEIR BROTHER HAD PREVAILED, HE SAID THAT THEY WOULD NOT, HOWEVER, BE SO GROSSLY GUILTY, IF THEY WOULD BE PERSUADED TO FOLLOW HIS PRESENT ADVICE, WHICH WOULD INCLUDE WHAT THEY WERE SO EAGER ABOUT, BUT WAS NOT SO VERY BAD, BUT, IN THE DISTRESS THEY WERE IN, OF A LIGHTER NATURE. HE BEGGED OF THEM, THEREFORE, NOT TO KILL THEIR BROTHER WITH THEIR OWN HANDS, BUT TO CAST HIM INTO THE PIT THAT WAS HARD BY, AND SO TO LET HIM DIE; BY WHICH THEY WOULD GAIN SO MUCH, THAT THEY WOULD NOT DEFILE THEIR OWN HANDS WITH HIS BLOOD. TO THIS THE YOUNG MEN READILY AGREED; SO REUBEL TOOK THE LAD AND TIED HIM TO A CORD, AND LET HIM DOWN GENTLY INTO THE PIT, FOR IT HAD NO WATER AT ALL IN IT; WHO, WHEN HE HAD DONE THIS, WENT HIS WAY TO SEEK FOR SUCH PASTURAGE AS WAS FIT FOR FEEDING HIS FLOCKS. 
3. BUT JUDAS, BEING ONE OF JACOB'S SONS ALSO, SEEING SOME ARABIANS, OF THE POSTERITY OF ISMAEL, CARRYING SPICES AND SYRIAN WARES OUT OF THE LAND OF GILEAD TO THE EGYPTIANS, AFTER RUBEL WAS GONE, ADVISED HIS BRETHREN TO DRAW JOSEPH OUT OF THE PIT, AND SELL HIM TO THE ARABIANS; FOR IF HE SHOULD DIE AMONG STRANGERS A GREAT WAY OFF, THEY SHOULD BE FREED FROM THIS BARBAROUS ACTION. THIS, THEREFORE, WAS RESOLVED ON; SO, THEY DREW JOSEPH UP OUT OF THE PIT, AND SOLD HIM TO THE MERCHANTS FOR TWENTY POUNDS HE WAS NOW SEVENTEEN YEARS OLD. BUT REUBEL, COMING IN THE NIGHT-TIME TO THE PIT, RESOLVED TO SAVE JOSEPH, WITHOUT THE PRIVITY OF HIS BRETHREN; AND WHEN, UPON HIS CALLING TO HIM, HE MADE NO ANSWER, HE WAS AFRAID THAT THEY HAD DESTROYED HIM AFTER HE WAS GONE; OF WHICH HE COMPLAINED TO HIS BRETHREN; BUT WHEN THEY HAD TOLD HIM WHAT THEY HAD DONE, REUBEL LEFT OFF HIS MOURNING. 
4. WHEN JOSEPH'S BRETHREN HAD DONE THUS TO HIM, THEY CONSIDERED WHAT THEY SHOULD DO TO ESCAPE THE SUSPICIONS OF THEIR FATHER. NOW THEY HAD TAKEN AWAY FROM JOSEPH THE COAT WHICH HE HAD ON WHEN HE CAME TO THEM AT THE TIME, THEY LET HIM DOWN INTO THE PIT; SO, THEY THOUGHT PROPER TO TEAR THAT COAT TO PIECES, AND TO DIP IT INTO GOATS' BLOOD, AND THEN TO CARRY IT AND SHOW IT TO THEIR FATHER, THAT HE MIGHT BELIEVE HE WAS DESTROYED BY WILD BEASTS. AND WHEN THEY HAD SO DONE, THEY CAME TO THE OLD MAN, BUT THIS NOT TILL WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO HIS SON HAD ALREADY COME TO HIS KNOWLEDGE. THEN THEY SAID THAT THEY HAD NOT SEEN JOSEPH, NOR KNEW WHAT MISHAP HAD BEFALLEN HIM; BUT THAT THEY HAD FOUND HIS COAT BLOODY AND TORN TO PIECES, WHENCE THEY HAD A SUSPICION THAT HE HAD FALLEN AMONG WILD BEASTS, AND SO PERISHED, IF THAT WAS THE COAT HE HAD ON WHEN HE CAME FROM HOME. NOW JACOB HAD BEFORE SOME BETTER HOPES THAT HIS SON WAS ONLY MADE A CAPTIVE; BUT NOW HE LAID ASIDE THAT NOTION, AND SUPPOSED THAT THIS COAT WAS AN EVIDENT ARGUMENT THAT HE WAS DEAD, FOR HE WELL REMEMBERED THAT THIS WAS THE COAT HE HAD ON WHEN HE SENT HIM TO HIS BRETHREN; SO HE HEREAFTER LAMENTED THE LAD AS NOW DEAD, AND AS IF HE HAD BEEN THE FATHER OF NO MORE THAN ONE, WITHOUT TAKING ANY COMFORT IN THE REST; AND SO HE WAS ALSO AFFECTED WITH HIS MISFORTUNE BEFORE HE MET WITH JOSEPH'S BRETHREN, WHEN HE ALSO CONJECTURED THAT JOSEPH WAS DESTROYED BY WILD BEASTS. HE SAT DOWN ALSO CLOTHED IN SACKCLOTH AND IN HEAVY AFFLICTION, INSOMUCH THAT HE FOUND NO EASE WHEN HIS SONS COMFORTED HIM, NEITHER DID HIS PAINS REMIT BY LENGTH OF TIME. 
CHAPTER 4. CONCERNING THE SIGNAL CHASTITY OF JOSEPH. 
1. NOW POTIPHAR, AN EGYPTIAN, WHO WAS CHIEF COOK TO KING PHARAOH, BOUGHT JOSEPH OF THE MERCHANTS, WHO SOLD HIM TO HIM. HE HAD HIM IN THE GREATEST HONOR, AND TAUGHT HIM THE LEARNING THAT BECAME A FREE MAN, AND GAVE HIM LEAVE TO MAKE USE OF A DIET BETTER THAN WAS ALLOTTED TO SLAVES. HE INTRUSTED ALSO THE CARE OF HIS HOUSE TO HIM. SO, HE ENJOYED THESE ADVANTAGES, YET DID NOT HE LEAVE THAT VIRTUE WHICH HE HAD BEFORE, UPON SUCH A CHANGE OF HIS CONDITION; BUT HE DEMONSTRATED THAT WISDOM WAS ABLE TO GOVERN THE UNEASY PASSIONS OF LIFE, IN SUCH AS HAVE IT IN REALITY, AND DO NOT ONLY PUT IT ON FOR A SHOW, UNDER A PRESENT STATE OF PROSPERITY. 
2. FOR WHEN HIS MASTER'S WIFE WAS FALLEN IN LOVE WITH HIM, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF HIS BEAUTY OF BODY, AND HIS DEXTEROUS MANAGEMENT OF AFFAIRS; AND SUPPOSED, THAT IF SHE SHOULD MAKE IT KNOWN TO HIM, SHE COULD EASILY PERSUADE HIM TO COME AND LIE WITH HER, AND THAT HE WOULD LOOK UPON IT AS A PIECE OF HAPPY FORTUNE THAT HIS MISTRESS SHOULD ENTREAT HIM, AS REGARDING THAT STATE OF SLAVERY HE WAS IN, AND NOT HIS MORAL CHARACTER, WHICH CONTINUED AFTER HIS CONDITION WAS CHANGED. SO, SHE MADE KNOWN HER NAUGHTY INCLINATIONS, AND SPOKE TO HIM ABOUT LYING WITH HER. HOWEVER, HE REJECTED HER ENTREATIES, NOT THINKING IT AGREEABLE TO RELIGION TO YIELD SO FAR TO HER, AS TO DO WHAT WOULD TEND TO THE AFFRONT AND INJURY OF HIM THAT PURCHASED HIM, AND HAD VOUCHSAFED HIM SO GREAT HONORS. HE, ON THE CONTRARY, EXHORTED HER TO GOVERN THAT PASSION; AND LAID BEFORE HER THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF HER OBTAINING HER DESIRES, WHICH HE THOUGHT MIGHT BE CONQUERED, IF SHE HAD NO HOPE OF SUCCEEDING; AND HE SAID, THAT AS TO HIMSELF, HE WOULD ENDURE ANY THING WHATEVER BEFORE HE WOULD BE PERSUADED TO IT; FOR ALTHOUGH IT WAS FIT FOR A SLAVE, AS HE WAS, TO DO NOTHING CONTRARY TO HIS MISTRESS, HE MIGHT WELL BE EXCUSED IN A CASE WHERE THE CONTRADICTION WAS TO SUCH SORT OF COMMANDS ONLY. BUT THIS OPPOSITION OF JOSEPH, WHEN SHE DID NOT EXPECT IT, MADE HER STILL MORE VIOLENT IN HER LOVE TO HIM; AND AS SHE WAS SORELY BESET WITH THIS NAUGHTY PASSION, SO SHE RESOLVED TO COMPASS HER DESIGN BY A SECOND ATTEMPT. 
3. WHEN, THEREFORE, THERE WAS A PUBLIC FESTIVAL COMING ON, IN WHICH IT WAS THE CUSTOM FOR WOMEN TO COME TO THE PUBLIC SOLEMNITY; SHE PRETENDED TO HER HUSBAND THAT SHE WAS SICK, AS CONTRIVING AN OPPORTUNITY FOR SOLITUDE AND LEISURE, THAT SHE MIGHT ENTREAT JOSEPH AGAIN. WHICH OPPORTUNITY BEING OBTAINED, SHE USED MORE KIND WORDS TO HIM THAN BEFORE; AND SAID THAT IT HAD BEEN GOOD FOR HIM TO HAVE YIELDED TO HER FIRST SOLICITATION, AND TO HAVE GIVEN HER NO REPULSE, BOTH BECAUSE OF THE REVERENCE HE OUGHT TO BEAR TO HER DIGNITY WHO SOLICITED HIM, AND BECAUSE OF THE VEHEMENCE OF HER PASSION, BY WHICH SHE WAS FORCED THOUGH SHE WERE HIS MISTRESS TO CONDESCEND BENEATH HER DIGNITY; BUT THAT HE MAY NOW, BY TAKING MORE PRUDENT ADVICE, WIPE OFF THE IMPUTATION OF HIS FORMER FOLLY; FOR WHETHER IT WERE THAT HE EXPECTED THE REPETITION OF HER SOLICITATIONS SHE HAD NOW MADE, AND THAT WITH GREATER EARNESTNESS THAN BEFORE, FOR THAT SHE HAD PRETENDED SICKNESS ON THIS VERY ACCOUNT, AND HAD PREFERRED HIS CONVERSATION BEFORE THE FESTIVAL AND ITS SOLEMNITY; OR WHETHER HE OPPOSED HER FORMER DISCOURSES, AS NOT BELIEVING SHE COULD BE IN EARNEST; SHE NOW GAVE HIM SUFFICIENT SECURITY, BY THUS REPEATING HER APPLICATION, THAT SHE MEANT NOT IN THE LEAST BY FRAUD TO IMPOSE UPON HIM; AND ASSURED HIM, THAT IF HE COMPLIED WITH HER AFFECTIONS, HE MIGHT EXPECT THE ENJOYMENT OF THE ADVANTAGES HE ALREADY HAD; AND IF HE WERE SUBMISSIVE TO HER, HE SHOULD HAVE STILL GREATER ADVANTAGES; BUT THAT HE MUST LOOK FOR REVENGE AND HATRED FROM HER, IN CASE HE REJECTED HER DESIRES, AND PREFERRED THE REPUTATION OF CHASTITY BEFORE HIS MISTRESS; FOR THAT HE WOULD GAIN NOTHING BY SUCH PROCEDURE, BECAUSE SHE WOULD THEN BECOME HIS ACCUSER, AND WOULD FALSELY PRETEND TO HER HUSBAND, THAT HE HAD ATTEMPTED HER CHASTITY; AND THAT POTIPHAR WOULD HEARKEN TO HER WORDS RATHER THAN TO HIS, LET HIS BE EVER SO AGREEABLE TO THE TRUTH. 
4. WHEN THE WOMAN HAD SAID THUS, AND EVEN WITH TEARS IN HER EYES, NEITHER DID PITY DISSUADE JOSEPH FROM HIS CHASTITY, NOR DID FEAR COMPEL HIM TO A COMPLIANCE WITH HER; BUT HE OPPOSED HER SOLICITATIONS, AND DID NOT YIELD TO HER THREATENING’S, AND WAS AFRAID TO DO AN ILL THING, AND CHOSE TO UNDERGO THE SHARPEST PUNISHMENT RATHER THAN TO ENJOY HIS PRESENT ADVANTAGES, BY DOING WHAT HIS OWN CONSCIENCE KNEW WOULD JUSTLY DESERVE THAT HE SHOULD DIE FOR IT. HE ALSO PUT HER IN MIND THAT SHE WAS A MARRIED WOMAN, AND THAT SHE OUGHT TO COHABIT WITH HER HUSBAND ONLY; AND DESIRED HER TO SUFFER THESE CONSIDERATIONS TO HAVE MORE WEIGHT WITH HER THAN THE SHORT PLEASURE OF LUSTFUL DALLIANCE, WHICH WOULD BRING HER TO REPENTANCE AFTERWARDS, WOULD CAUSE TROUBLE TO HER, AND YET WOULD NOT AMEND WHAT HAD BEEN DONE AMISS. HE ALSO SUGGESTED TO HER THE FEAR SHE WOULD BE IN LEST THEY SHOULD BE CAUGHT; AND THAT THE ADVANTAGE OF CONCEALMENT WAS UNCERTAIN, AND THAT ONLY WHILE THE WICKEDNESS WAS NOT KNOWN [WOULD THERE BE ANY QUIET FOR THEM]; BUT THAT SHE MIGHT HAVE THE ENJOYMENT OF HER HUSBAND'S COMPANY WITHOUT ANY DANGER. AND HE TOLD HER, THAT IN THE COMPANY OF HER HUSBAND SHE MIGHT HAVE GREAT BOLDNESS FROM A GOOD CONSCIENCE, BOTH BEFORE GOD AND BEFORE MEN. NAY, THAT SHE WOULD ACT BETTER LIKE HIS MISTRESS, AND MAKE USE OF HER AUTHORITY OVER HIM BETTER WHILE SHE PERSISTED IN HER CHASTITY, THEN WHEN THEY WERE BOTH ASHAMED FOR WHAT WICKEDNESS THEY HAD BEEN GUILTY OF; AND THAT IT IS MUCH BETTER TO A LIFE, WELL AND KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN SO, THEN UPON THE HOPES OF THE CONCEALMENT OF EVIL PRACTICES. 
5. JOSEPH, BY SAYING THIS, AND MORE, TRIED TO RESTRAIN THE VIOLENT PASSION OF THE WOMAN, AND TO REDUCE HER AFFECTIONS WITHIN THE RULES OF REASON; BUT SHE GREW MORE UNGOVERNABLE AND EARNEST IN THE MATTER; AND SINCE SHE DESPAIRED OF PERSUADING HIM, SHE LAID HER HANDS UPON HIM, AND HAD A MIND TO FORCE HIM. BUT AS SOON AS JOSEPH HAD GOT AWAY FROM HER ANGER, LEAVING ALSO HIS GARMENT WITH HER, FOR HE LEFT THAT TO HER, AND LEAPED OUT OF HER CHAMBER, SHE WAS GREATLY AFRAID LEST HE SHOULD DISCOVER HER LEWDNESS TO HER HUSBAND, AND GREATLY TROUBLED AT THE AFFRONT HE HAD OFFERED HER; SO SHE RESOLVED TO BE BEFOREHAND WITH HIM, AND TO ACCUSE JOSEPH FALSELY TO POTIPHAR, AND BY THAT MEANS TO REVENGE HERSELF ON HIM FOR HIS PRIDE AND CONTEMPT OF HER; AND SHE THOUGHT IT A WISE THING IN ITSELF, AND ALSO BECOMING A WOMAN, THUS TO PREVENT HIS ACCUSATION. ACCORDINGLY SHE SAT SORROWFUL AND IN CONFUSION, FRAMING HERSELF SO HYPOCRITICALLY AND ANGRILY, THAT THE SORROW, WHICH WAS REALLY FOR HER BEING DISAPPOINTED OF HER LUST, MIGHT APPEAR TO BE FOR THE ATTEMPT UPON HER CHASTITY; SO THAT WHEN HER HUSBAND CAME HOME, AND WAS DISTURBED AT THE SIGHT OF HER AND INQUIRED WHAT WAS THE CAUSE OF THE DISORDER SHE WAS IN, SHE BEGAN TO ACCUSE JOSEPH: AND, "O HUSBAND," SAID SHE, "MAYST THOU NOT LIVE A DAY LONGER IF THOU DOST NOT PUNISH THE WICKED SLAVE WHO HAS DESIRED TO DEFILE THY BED; WHO HAS NEITHER MINDED WHO HE WAS WHEN HE CAME TO OUR HOUSE, SO AS TO BEHAVE HIMSELF WITH MODESTY; NOR HAS HE BEEN MINDFUL OF WHAT FAVORS HE HAD RECEIVED FROM THY BOUNTY (AS HE MUST BE AN UNGRATEFUL MAN INDEED, UNLESS HE, IN EVERY RESPECT, CARRY HIMSELF IN A MANNER AGREEABLE TO US): THIS MAN, I SAY, LAID A PRIVATE DESIGN TO ABUSE THY WIFE, AND THIS AT THE TIME OF A FESTIVAL, OBSERVING WHEN THOU WOULDST BE ABSENT. SO THAT IT NOW IS CLEAR THAT HIS MODESTY, AS IT APPEARED TO BE FORMERLY, WAS ONLY BECAUSE OF THE RESTRAINT HE WAS IN OUT OF FEAR OF THEE, BUT THAT HE WAS NOT REALLY OF A GOOD DISPOSITION. THIS HAS BEEN OCCASIONED BY HIS BEING ADVANCED TO HONOR BEYOND WHAT HE DESERVED, AND WHAT HE HOPED FOR; INSOMUCH THAT HE CONCLUDED, THAT HE WHO WAS DEEMED FIT TO BE TRUSTED WITH THY ESTATE AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THY FAMILY, AND WAS PREFERRED ABOVE THY ELDEST SERVANTS, MIGHT BE ALLOWED TO TOUCH THY WIFE ALSO." THUS, WHEN SHE HAD ENDED HER DISCOURSE, SHE SHOWED HIM HIS GARMENT, AS IF HE THEN LEFT IT WITH HER WHEN HE ATTEMPTED TO FORCE HER. BUT POTIPHAR NOT BEING ABLE TO DISBELIEVE WHAT HIS WIFE'S TEARS SHOWED, AND WHAT HIS WIFE SAID, AND WHAT HE SAW HIMSELF, AND BEING SEDUCED BY HIS LOVE TO HIS WIFE, DID NOT SET HIMSELF ABOUT THE EXAMINATION OF THE TRUTH; BUT TAKING IT FOR GRANTED THAT HIS WIFE WAS A MODEST WOMAN, AND CONDEMNING JOSEPH AS A WICKED MAN, HE THREW HIM INTO THE MALEFACTORS' PRISON; AND HAD A STILL HIGHER OPINION OF HIS WIFE, AND BARE HER WITNESS THAT SHE WAS A WOMAN OF A BECOMING MODESTY AND CHASTITY. 
CHAPTER 5. WHAT THINGS BEFELL JOSEPH IN PRISON. 
1. NOW JOSEPH, COMMENDING ALL HIS AFFAIRS TO GOD, DID NOT BETAKE HIMSELF TO MAKE HIS DEFENSE, NOR TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THE EXACT CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE FACT, BUT SILENTLY UNDERWENT THE BONDS AND THE DISTRESS HE WAS IN, FIRMLY BELIEVING THAT GOD, WHO KNEW THE CAUSE OF HIS AFFLICTION, AND THE TRUTH OF THE FACT, WOULD BE MORE POWERFUL THAN THOSE THAT INFLICTED THE PUNISHMENTS UPON HIM : - A PROOF OF WHOSE PROVIDENCE HE QUICKLY RECEIVED; FOR THE KEEPER OF THE PRISON TAKING NOTICE OF HIS CARE AND FIDELITY IN THE AFFAIRS HE HAD SET HIM ABOUT, AND THE DIGNITY OF HIS COUNTENANCE, RELAXED HIS BONDS, AND THEREBY MADE HIS HEAVY CALAMITY LIGHTER, AND MORE SUPPORTABLE TO HIM. HE ALSO PERMITTED HIM TO MAKE USE OF A DIET BETTER THAN THAT OF THE REST OF THE PRISONERS. NOW, AS HIS FELLOW PRISONERS, WHEN THEIR HARD LABORS WERE OVER, FELL TO DISCOURSING ONE AMONG ANOTHER, AS IS USUAL IN SUCH AS ARE EQUAL SUFFERERS, AND TO INQUIRE ONE OF ANOTHER WHAT WERE THE OCCASIONS OF THEIR BEING CONDEMNED TO A PRISON: AMONG THEM THE KING'S CUPBEARER, AND ONE THAT HAD BEEN RESPECTED BY HIM, WAS PUT IN BONDS, UPON THE KING'S ANGER AT HIM. THIS MAN WAS UNDER THE SAME BONDS WITH JOSEPH, AND GREW MORE FAMILIAR WITH HIM; AND UPON HIS OBSERVING THAT JOSEPH HAD A BETTER UNDERSTANDING THAN THE REST HAD, HE TOLD HIM OF A DREAM HE HAD, AND DESIRED HE WOULD INTERPRET ITS MEANING, COMPLAINING THAT, BESIDES THE AFFLICTIONS HE UNDERWENT FROM THE KING, GOD DID ALSO ADD TO HIM TROUBLE FROM HIS DREAMS. 
2. HE THEREFORE SAID, THAT IN HIS SLEEP HE SAW THREE CLUSTERS OF GRAPES HANGING UPON THREE BRANCHES OF A VINE, LARGE ALREADY, AND RIPE FOR GATHERING; AND THAT HE SQUEEZED THEM INTO A CUP WHICH THE KING HELD IN HIS HAND; AND WHEN HE HAD STRAINED THE WINE, HE GAVE IT TO THE KING TO DRINK, AND THAT HE RECEIVED IT FROM HIM WITH A PLEASANT COUNTENANCE. THIS, HE SAID, WAS WHAT HE SAW; AND HE DESIRED JOSEPH, THAT IF HE HAD ANY PORTION OF UNDERSTANDING IN SUCH MATTERS, HE WOULD TELL HIM WHAT THIS VISION FORETOLD. WHO BID HIM BE OF GOOD CHEER, AND EXPECT TO BE LOOSED FROM HIS BONDS IN THREE DAYS' TIME, BECAUSE THE KING DESIRED HIS SERVICE, AND WAS ABOUT TO RESTORE HIM TO IT AGAIN; FOR HE LET HIM KNOW THAT GOD BESTOWS THE FRUIT OF THE VINE UPON MEN FOR GOOD; WHICH WINE IS POURED OUT TO HIM, AND IS THE PLEDGE OF FIDELITY AND MUTUAL CONFIDENCE AMONG MEN; AND PUTS AN END TO THEIR QUARRELS, TAKES AWAY PASSION AND GRIEF OUT OF THE MINDS OF THEM THAT USE IT, AND MAKES THEM CHEERFUL. "THOU SAYEST THAT THOU DIDST SQUEEZE THIS WINE FROM THREE CLUSTERS OF GRAPES WITH THINE HANDS, AND THAT THE KING RECEIVED IT: KNOW, THEREFORE, THAT THIS VISION IS FOR THY GOOD, AND FORETELLS A RELEASE FROM THY PRESENT DISTRESS WITHIN THE SAME NUMBER OF DAYS AS THE BRANCHES HAD WHENCE, THOU GATHEREDST THY GRAPES IN THY SLEEP. HOWEVER, REMEMBER WHAT PROSPERITY I HAVE FORETOLD THEE WHEN THOU HAST FOUND IT TRUE BY EXPERIENCE; AND WHEN THOU ART IN AUTHORITY, DO NOT OVERLOOK US IN THIS PRISON, WHEREIN THOU WILT LEAVE US WHEN THOU ART GONE TO THE PLACE WE HAVE FORETOLD; FOR WE ARE NOT IN PRISON FOR ANY CRIME; BUT FOR THE SAKE OF OUR VIRTUE AND SOBRIETY ARE WE CONDEMNED TO SUFFER THE PENALTY OF MALEFACTORS, AND BECAUSE WE ARE NOT WILLING TO INJURE HIM THAT HAS THUS DISTRESSED US, THOUGH IT WERE FOR OUR OWN PLEASURE." THE CUPBEARER, THEREFORE, AS WAS NATURAL TO DO, REJOICED TO HEAR SUCH AN INTERPRETATION OF HIS DREAM, AND WAITED THE COMPLETION OF WHAT HAD BEEN THUS SHOWN HIM BEFOREHAND. 
3. BUT ANOTHER SERVANT THERE WAS OF THE KING, WHO HAD BEEN CHIEF BAKER, AND WAS NOW BOUND IN PRISON WITH THE CUPBEARER; HE ALSO WAS IN GOOD HOPE, UPON JOSEPH'S INTERPRETATION OF THE OTHER'S VISION, FOR HE HAD SEEN A DREAM ALSO; SO, HE DESIRED THAT JOSEPH WOULD TELL HIM WHAT THE VISIONS HE HAD SEEN THE NIGHT BEFORE MIGHT MEAN. THEY WERE THESE THAT FOLLOW: - "METHOUGHT," SAYS HE, "I CARRIED THREE BASKETS UPON MY HEAD; TWO WERE FULL OF LOAVES, AND THE THIRD FULL OF SWEETMEATS AND OTHER EATABLES, SUCH AS ARE PREPARED FOR KINGS; BUT THAT THE FOWLS CAME FLYING, AND EAT THEM ALL UP, AND HAD NO REGARD TO MY ATTEMPT TO DRIVE THEM AWAY." AND HE EXPECTED A PREDICTION LIKE TO THAT OF THE CUPBEARER. BUT JOSEPH, CONSIDERING AND REASONING ABOUT THE DREAM, SAID TO HIM, THAT HE WOULD WILLINGLY BE AN INTERPRETER OF GOOD EVENTS TO HIM, AND NOT OF SUCH AS HIS DREAM DENOUNCED TO HIM; BUT HE TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD ONLY THREE DAYS IN ALL TO LIVE, FOR THAT THE [THREE] BASKETS SIGNIFY, THAT ON THE THIRD DAY HE SHOULD BE CRUCIFIED, AND DEVOURED BY FOWLS, WHILE HE WAS NOT ABLE TO HELP HIMSELF. NOW BOTH THESE DREAMS HAD THE SAME SEVERAL EVENTS THAT JOSEPH FORETOLD THEY SHOULD HAVE, AND THIS TO BOTH THE PARTIES; FOR ON THE THIRD DAY BEFORE MENTIONED, WHEN THE KING SOLEMNIZED HIS BIRTH-DAY, HE CRUCIFIED THE CHIEF BAKER, BUT SET THE BUTLER FREE FROM HIS BONDS, AND RESTORED HIM TO HIS FORMER MINISTRATION. 
4. BUT GOD FREED JOSEPH FROM HIS CONFINEMENT, AFTER HE HAD ENDURED HIS BONDS TWO YEARS, AND HAD RECEIVED NO ASSISTANCE FROM THE CUPBEARER, WHO DID NOT REMEMBER WHAT HE HAD SAID TO HIM FORMERLY; AND GOD CONTRIVED THIS METHOD OF DELIVERANCE FOR HIM. PHARAOH THE KING HAD SEEN IN HIS SLEEP THE SAME EVENING TWO VISIONS; AND AFTER THEM HAD THE INTERPRETATIONS OF THEM BOTH GIVEN HIM. HE HAD FORGOTTEN THE LATTER, BUT RETAINED THE DREAMS THEMSELVES. BEING THEREFORE TROUBLED AT WHAT HE HAD SEEN, FOR IT SEEMED TO HIM TO BE ALL OF A MELANCHOLY NATURE, THE NEXT DAY HE CALLED TOGETHER THE WISEST MEN AMONG THE EGYPTIANS, DESIRING TO LEARN FROM THEM THE INTERPRETATION OF HIS DREAMS. BUT WHEN THEY HESITATED ABOUT THEM, THE KING WAS SO MUCH THE MORE DISTURBED. AND NOW IT WAS THAT THE MEMORY OF JOSEPH, AND HIS SKILL IN DREAMS, CAME INTO THE MIND OF THE KING'S CUPBEARER, WHEN HE SAW THE CONFUSION THAT PHARAOH WAS IN; SO HE CAME AND MENTIONED JOSEPH TO HIM, AS ALSO THE VISION HE HAD SEEN IN PRISON, AND HOW THE EVENT PROVED AS HE HAD SAID; AS ALSO THAT THE CHIEF BAKER WAS CRUCIFIED ON THE VERY SAME DAY; AND THAT THIS ALSO HAPPENED TO HIM ACCORDING TO THE INTERPRETATION OF JOSEPH. THAT JOSEPH HIMSELF WAS LAID IN BONDS BY POTIPHAR, WHO WAS HIS HEAD COOK, AS A SLAVE; BUT, HE SAID, HE WAS ONE OF THE NOBLEST OF THE STOCK OF THE HEBREWS; AND SAID FURTHER, HIS FATHER LIVED IN GREAT SPLENDOR. "IF, THEREFORE, THOU WILT SEND FOR HIM, AND NOT DESPISE HIM ON THE SCORE OF HIS MISFORTUNES, THOU WILT LEARN WHAT THY DREAMS SIGNIFY." SO, THE KING COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD BRING JOSEPH INTO HIS PRESENCE; AND THOSE WHO RECEIVED THE COMMAND CAME AND BROUGHT HIM WITH THEM, HAVING TAKEN CARE OF HIS HABIT, THAT IT MIGHT BE DECENT, AS THE KING HAD ENJOINED THEM TO DO. 
5. BUT THE KING TOOK HIM BY THE HAND; AND, "O YOUNG MAN," SAYS HE, "FOR MY SERVANT BEARS WITNESS THAT THOU ART AT PRESENT THE BEST AND MOST SKILLFUL PERSON I CAN CONSULT WITH; VOUCHSAFE ME THE SAME FAVORS WHICH THOU BESTOWEDST ON THIS SERVANT OF MINE, AND TELL ME WHAT EVENTS THEY ARE WHICH THE VISIONS OF MY DREAMS FORESHOW; AND I DESIRE THEE TO SUPPRESS NOTHING OUT OF FEAR, NOR TO FLATTER ME WITH LYING WORDS, OR WITH WHAT MAY PLEASE ME, ALTHOUGH THE TRUTH SHOULD BE OF A MELANCHOLY NATURE. FOR IT SEEMED TO ME THAT, AS I WALKED BY THE RIVER, I SAW KINE FAT AND VERY LARGE, SEVEN IN NUMBER, GOING FROM THE RIVER TO THE MARSHES; AND OTHER KINE OF THE SAME NUMBER LIKE THEM, MET THEM OUT OF THE MARSHES, EXCEEDING LEAN AND ILL-FAVORED, WHICH ATE UP THE FAT AND THE LARGE KINE, AND YET WERE NO BETTER THAN BEFORE, AND NOT LESS MISERABLY PINCHED WITH FAMINE. AFTER I HAD SEEN THIS VISION, I AWAKED OUT OF MY SLEEP; AND BEING IN DISORDER, AND CONSIDERING WITH MYSELF WHAT THIS APPEARANCE SHOULD BE, I FELL ASLEEP AGAIN, AND SAW ANOTHER DREAM, MUCH MORE WONDERFUL THAN THE FOREGOING, WHICH STILL DID MORE AFFRIGHT AND DISTURB ME: - I SAW SEVEN EARS OF CORN GROWING OUT OF ONE ROOT, HAVING THEIR HEADS BORNE DOWN BY THE WEIGHT OF THE GRAINS, AND BENDING DOWN WITH THE FRUIT, WHICH WAS NOW RIPE AND FIT FOR REAPING; AND NEAR THESE I SAW SEVEN OTHER EARS OF CORN, MEAGER AND WEAK, FOR WANT OF RAIN, WHICH FELL TO EATING AND CONSUMING THOSE THAT WERE FIT FOR REAPING, AND PUT ME INTO GREAT ASTONISHMENT." 
6. TO WHICH JOSEPH REPLIED: - "THIS DREAM," SAID HE, "O KING, ALTHOUGH SEEN UNDER TWO FORMS, SIGNIFIES ONE AND THE SAME EVENT OF THINGS; FOR WHEN THOU SAWEST THE FAT KINE, WHICH IS AN ANIMAL MADE FOR THE PLOUGH AND FOR LABOR, DEVOURED BY THE WORSER KINE, AND THE EARS OF CORN EATEN UP BY THE SMALLER EARS, THEY FORETELL A FAMINE, AND WANT OF THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH FOR THE SAME NUMBER OF YEARS, AND EQUAL WITH THOSE WHEN EGYPT WAS IN A HAPPY STATE; AND THIS SO FAR, THAT THE PLENTY OF THESE YEARS WILL BE SPENT IN THE SAME NUMBER OF YEARS OF SCARCITY, AND THAT SCARCITY OF NECESSARY PROVISIONS WILL BE VERY DIFFICULT TO BE CORRECTED; AS A SIGN WHEREOF, THE ILL-FAVORED KINE, WHEN THEY HAD DEVOURED THE BETTER SORT, COULD NOT BE SATISFIED. BUT STILL GOD FORESHOWS WHAT IS TO COME UPON MEN, NOT TO GRIEVE THEM, BUT THAT, WHEN THEY KNOW IT BEFOREHAND, THEY MAY BY PRUDENCE MAKE THE ACTUAL EXPERIENCE OF WHAT IS FORETOLD THE MORE TOLERABLE. IF THOU, THEREFORE, CAREFULLY DISPOSE OF THE PLENTIFUL CROPS WHICH WILL COME IN THE FORMER YEARS, THOU WILT PROCURE THAT THE FUTURE CALAMITY WILL NOT BE FELT BY THE EGYPTIANS." 
7. HEREUPON THE KING WONDERED AT THE DISCRETION AND WISDOM OF JOSEPH; AND ASKED HIM BY WHAT MEANS HE MIGHT SO DISPENSE THE FOREGOING PLENTIFUL CROPS IN THE HAPPY YEARS, AS TO MAKE THE MISERABLE CROPS MORE TOLERABLE. JOSEPH THEN ADDED THIS HIS ADVICE: TO SPARE THE GOOD CROPS, AND NOT PERMIT THE EGYPTIANS TO SPEND THEM LUXURIOUSLY, BUT TO RESERVE WHAT THEY WOULD HAVE SPENT IN LUXURY BEYOND THEIR NECESSITY AGAINST THE TIME OF WANT. HE ALSO EXHORTED HIM TO TAKE THE CORN OF THE HUSBANDMEN, AND GIVE THEM ONLY SO MUCH AS WILL BE SUFFICIENT FOR THEIR FOOD. ACCORDINGLY, PHARAOH BEING SURPRISED AT JOSEPH, NOT ONLY FOR HIS INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM, BUT FOR THE COUNSEL HE HAD GIVEN HIM, INTRUSTED HIM WITH DISPENSING THE CORN; WITH POWER TO DO WHAT HE THOUGHT WOULD BE FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PEOPLE OF EGYPT, AND FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE KING, AS BELIEVING THAT HE WHO FIRST DISCOVERED THIS METHOD OF ACTING, WOULD PROVE THE BEST OVERSEER OF IT. BUT JOSEPH HAVING THIS POWER GIVEN HIM BY THE KING, WITH LEAVE TO MAKE USE OF HIS SEAL, AND TO WEAR PURPLE, DROVE IN HIS CHARIOT THROUGH ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND TOOK THE CORN OF THE HUSBANDMEN, ALLOTTING AS MUCH TO EVERY ONE AS WOULD BE SUFFICIENT FOR SEED, AND FOR FOOD, BUT WITHOUT DISCOVERING TO ANY ONE THE REASON WHY HE DID SO. 
CHAPTER 6. HOW JOSEPH WHEN HE WAS BECOME FAMOUS IN EGYPT, HAD HIS BRETHREN IN SUBJECTION. 
1. JOSEPH WAS NOW GROWN UP TO THIRTY YEARS OF AGE, AND ENJOYED GREAT HONORS FROM THE KING, WHO CALLED HIM PSOTHOM PHANECH, OUT OF REGARD TO HIS PRODIGIOUS DEGREE OF WISDOM; FOR THAT NAME DENOTES THE REVEALER OF SECRETS. HE ALSO MARRIED A WIFE OF VERY HIGH QUALITY; FOR HE MARRIED THE DAUGHTER OF PETEPHRES, ONE OF THE PRIESTS OF HELIOPOLIS; SHE WAS A VIRGIN, AND HER NAME WAS ASENATH. BY HER HE HAD CHILDREN BEFORE THE SCARCITY CAME ON; MANASSEH, THE ELDER, WHICH SIGNIFIES FORGETFUL, BECAUSE HIS PRESENT HAPPINESS MADE HIM FORGET HIS FORMER MISFORTUNES; AND EPHRAIM, THE YOUNGER, WHICH SIGNIFIES RESTORED, BECAUSE HE WAS RESTORED TO THE FREEDOM OF HIS FOREFATHERS. NOW AFTER EGYPT HAD HAPPILY PASSED OVER SEVEN YEARS, ACCORDING TO JOSEPH'S INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAMS, THE FAMINE CAME UPON THEM IN THE EIGHTH YEAR; AND BECAUSE THIS MISFORTUNE FELL UPON THEM WHEN THEY HAD NO SENSE OF IT BEFOREHAND, THEY WERE ALL SORELY AFFLICTED BY IT, AND CAME RUNNING TO THE KING'S GATES; AND HE CALLED UPON JOSEPH, WHO SOLD THE CORN TO THEM, BEING BECOME CONFESSEDLY A SAVIOR TO THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE EGYPTIANS. NOR DID HE OPEN THIS MARKET OF CORN FOR THE PEOPLE OF THAT COUNTRY ONLY, BUT STRANGERS HAD LIBERTY TO BUY ALSO; JOSEPH BEING WILLING THAT ALL MEN, WHO ARE NATURALLY AKIN TO ONE ANOTHER, SHOULD HAVE ASSISTANCE FROM THOSE THAT LIVED IN HAPPINESS. 
2. NOW JACOB ALSO, WHEN HE UNDERSTOOD THAT FOREIGNERS MIGHT COME, SENT ALL HIS SONS INTO EGYPT TO BUY CORN, FOR THE LAND OF CANAAN WAS GRIEVOUSLY AFFLICTED WITH THE FAMINE; AND THIS GREAT MISERY TOUCHED THE WHOLE CONTINENT. HE ONLY RETAINED BENJAMIN, WHO WAS BORN TO HIM BY RACHEL, AND WAS OF THE SAME MOTHER WITH JOSEPH. THESE SONS OF JACOB THEN CAME INTO EGYPT, AND APPLIED THEMSELVES TO JOSEPH, WANTING TO BUY CORN; FOR NOTHING OF THIS KIND WAS DONE WITHOUT HIS APPROBATION, SINCE EVEN THEN ONLY WAS THE HONOR THAT WAS PAID THE KING HIMSELF ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE PERSONS THAT PAID IT, WHEN THEY TOOK CARE TO HONOR JOSEPH ALSO. NOW WHEN HE WELL KNEW HIS BRETHREN, THEY THOUGHT NOTHING OF HIM; FOR HE WAS BUT A YOUTH WHEN HE LEFT THEM, AND WAS NOW COME TO AN AGE SO MUCH GREATER, THAT THE LINEAMENTS OF HIS FACE WERE CHANGED, AND HE WAS NOT KNOWN BY THEM: BESIDES THIS, THE GREATNESS OF THE DIGNITY WHEREIN HE APPEARED, SUFFERED THEM NOT SO MUCH AS TO SUSPECT IT, WAS HE. HE NOW MADE TRIAL WHAT SENTIMENTS THEY HAD ABOUT AFFAIRS OF THE GREATEST CONSEQUENCE; FOR HE REFUSED TO SELL THEM CORN, AND SAID THEY WERE COME AS SPIES OF THE KING'S AFFAIRS; AND THAT THEY CAME FROM SEVERAL COUNTRIES, AND JOINED THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND PRETENDED THAT THEY WERE OF KIN, IT NOT BEING POSSIBLE THAT A PRIVATE MAN SHOULD BREED UP SO MANY SONS, AND THOSE OF SO GREAT BEAUTY OF COUNTENANCE AS THEY WERE, SUCH AN EDUCATION OF SO MANY CHILDREN BEING NOT EASILY OBTAINED BY KINGS THEMSELVES. NOW THIS HE DID IN ORDER TO DISCOVER WHAT CONCERNED HIS FATHER, AND WHAT HAPPENED TO HIM AFTER HIS OWN DEPARTURE FROM HIM, AND AS DESIRING TO KNOW WHAT WAS BECOME OF BENJAMIN HIS BROTHER; FOR HE WAS AFRAID THAT THEY HAD VENTURED ON THE LIKE WICKED ENTERPRISE AGAINST HIM THAT THEY HAD DONE TO HIMSELF, AND HAD TAKEN HIM OFF ALSO. 
3. NOW THESE BRETHREN OF HIS WERE UNDER DISTRACTION AND TERROR, AND THOUGHT THAT VERY GREAT DANGER HUNG OVER THEM; YET NOT AT ALL REFLECTING UPON THEIR BROTHER JOSEPH, AND STANDING FIRM UNDER THE ACCUSATIONS LAID AGAINST THEM, THEY MADE THEIR DEFENSE BY REUBEL, THE ELDEST OF THEM, WHO NOW BECAME THEIR SPOKESMAN: "WE COME NOT HITHER," SAID HE, "WITH ANY UNJUST DESIGN, NOR IN ORDER TO BRING ANY HARM TO THE KING'S AFFAIRS; WE ONLY WANT TO BE PRESERVED, AS SUPPOSING YOUR HUMANITY MIGHT BE A REFUGE FOR US FROM THE MISERIES WHICH OUR COUNTRY LABORS UNDER, WE HAVING HEARD THAT YOU PROPOSED TO SELL CORN, NOT ONLY TO YOUR OWN COUNTRYMEN, BUT TO STRANGERS ALSO, AND THAT YOU DETERMINED TO ALLOW THAT CORN, IN ORDER TO PRESERVE ALL THAT WANT IT; BUT THAT WE ARE BRETHREN, AND OF THE SAME COMMON BLOOD, THE PECULIAR LINEAMENTS OF OUR FACES, AND THOSE NOT SO MUCH DIFFERENT FROM ONE ANOTHER, PLAINLY SHOW. OUR FATHER'S NAME IS JACOB, AN HEBREW MAN, WHO HAD TWELVE OF US FOR HIS SONS BY FOUR WIVES; WHICH TWELVE OF US, WHILE WE WERE ALL ALIVE, WERE A HAPPY FAMILY; BUT WHEN ONE OF OUR BRETHREN, WHOSE NAME WAS JOSEPH, DIED, OUR AFFAIRS CHANGED FOR THE WORSE, FOR OUR FATHER COULD NOT FORBEAR TO MAKE A LONG LAMENTATION FOR HIM; AND WE ARE IN AFFLICTION, BOTH BY THE CALAMITY OF THE DEATH OF OUR BROTHER, AND THE MISERABLE STATE OF OUR AGED FATHER. WE ARE NOW, THEREFORE, COME TO BUY CORN, HAVING INTRUSTED THE CARE OF OUR FATHER, AND THE PROVISION FOR OUR FAMILY, TO BENJAMIN, OUR YOUNGEST BROTHER; AND IF THOU SENDEST TO OUR HOUSE, THOU MAYST LEARN WHETHER WE ARE GUILTY OF THE LEAST FALSEHOOD IN WHAT WE SAY." 
4. AND THUS DID REUBEL ENDEAVOR TO PERSUADE JOSEPH TO HAVE A BETTER OPINION OF THEM. BUT WHEN HE HAD LEARNED FROM THEM THAT JACOB WAS ALIVE, AND THAT HIS BROTHER WAS NOT DESTROYED BY THEM, HE FOR THE PRESENT PUT THEM IN PRISON, AS INTENDING TO EXAMINE MORE INTO THEIR AFFAIRS WHEN HE SHOULD BE AT LEISURE. BUT ON THE THIRD DAY HE BROUGHT THEM OUT, AND SAID TO THEM, "SINCE YOU CONSTANTLY AFFIRM THAT YOU ARE NOT COME TO DO ANY HARM TO THE KING'S AFFAIRS; THAT YOU ARE BRETHREN, AND THE SONS OF THE FATHER WHOM YOU NAMED; YOU WILL SATISFY ME OF THE TRUTH OF WHAT YOU SAY, IF YOU LEAVE ONE OF YOUR COMPANY WITH ME, WHO SHALL SUFFER NO INJURY HERE; AND IF, WHEN YE HAVE CARRIED CORN TO YOUR FATHER, YOU WILL COME TO ME AGAIN, AND BRING YOUR BROTHER, WHOM YOU SAY YOU LEFT THERE, ALONG WITH YOU, FOR THIS SHALL BE BY ME ESTEEMED AN ASSURANCE OF THE TRUTH OF WHAT YOU HAVE TOLD ME." HEREUPON THEY WERE IN GREATER GRIEF THAN BEFORE; THEY WEPT, AND PERPETUALLY DEPLORED ONE AMONG ANOTHER THE CALAMITY OF JOSEPH; AND SAID, "THEY WERE FALLEN INTO THIS MISERY AS A PUNISHMENT INFLICTED BY GOD FOR WHAT EVIL CONTRIVANCES, THEY HAD AGAINST HIM." AND REUBEL WAS LARGE IN HIS REPROACHES OF THEM FOR THEIR TOO LATE REPENTANCE, WHENCE NO PROFIT AROSE TO JOSEPH; AND EARNESTLY EXHORTED THEM TO BEAR WITH PATIENCE WHATEVER THEY SUFFERED, SINCE IT WAS DONE BY GOD IN WAY OF PUNISHMENT, ON HIS ACCOUNT. THUS, THEY SPOKE TO ONE ANOTHER, NOT IMAGINING THAT JOSEPH UNDERSTOOD THEIR LANGUAGE. A GENERAL SADNESS ALSO SEIZED ON THEM AT REUBEL'S WORDS, AND A REPENTANCE FOR WHAT THEY HAD DONE; AND THEY CONDEMNED THE WICKEDNESS THEY HAD PERPETRATED, FOR WHICH THEY JUDGED THEY WERE JUSTLY PUNISHED BY GOD. NOW WHEN JOSEPH SAW THAT THEY WERE IN THIS DISTRESS, HE WAS SO AFFECTED AT IT THAT HE FELL INTO TEARS, AND NOT BEING WILLING THAT THEY SHOULD TAKE NOTICE OF HIM, HE RETIRED; AND AFTER A WHILE CAME TO THEM AGAIN, AND TAKING SYMEON IN ORDER TO HIS BEING A PLEDGE FOR HIS BRETHREN'S RETURN, HE BID THEM TAKE THE CORN THEY HAD BOUGHT, AND GO THEIR WAY. HE ALSO COMMANDED HIS STEWARD PRIVILY TO PUT THE MONEY WHICH THEY HAD BROUGHT WITH THEM FOR THE PURCHASE OF CORN INTO THEIR SACKS, AND TO DISMISS THEM THEREWITH; WHO DID WHAT HE WAS COMMANDED TO DO. 
5. NOW WHEN JACOB'S SONS WERE COME INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN, THEY TOLD THEIR FATHER WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO THEM IN EGYPT, AND THAT THEY WERE TAKEN TO HAVE COME THITHER AS SPIES UPON THE KING; AND HOW THEY SAID THEY WERE BRETHREN, AND HAD LEFT THEIR ELEVENTH BROTHER WITH THEIR FATHER, BUT WERE NOT BELIEVED; AND HOW THEY HAD LEFT SYMEON WITH THE GOVERNOR, UNTIL BENJAMIN SHOULD GO THITHER, AND BE A TESTIMONIAL OF THE TRUTH OF WHAT THEY HAD SAID: AND THEY BEGGED OF THEIR FATHER TO FEAR NOTHING, BUT TO SEND THE LAD ALONG WITH THEM. BUT JACOB WAS NOT PLEASED WITH ANY THING HIS SONS HAD DONE; AND HE TOOK THE DETENTION OF SYMEON HEINOUSLY, AND THENCE THOUGHT IT A FOOLISH THING TO GIVE UP BENJAMIN ALSO. NEITHER DID HE YIELD TO REUBEL'S PERSUASION, THOUGH HE BEGGED IT OF HIM, AND GAVE LEAVE THAT THE GRANDFATHER MIGHT, IN WAY OF REQUITAL, KILL HIS OWN SONS, IN CASE ANY HARM CAME TO BENJAMIN IN THE JOURNEY. SO, THEY WERE DISTRESSED, AND KNEW NOT WHAT TO DO; NAY, THERE WAS ANOTHER ACCIDENT THAT STILL DISTURBED THEM MORE, - THE MONEY THAT WAS FOUND HIDDEN IN THEIR SACKS OF CORN. YET WHEN THE CORN THEY HAD BROUGHT FAILED THEM, AND WHEN THE FAMINE STILL AFFLICTED THEM, AND NECESSITY FORCED THEM, JACOB DID [NOT] STILL RESOLVE TO SEND BENJAMIN WITH HIS BRETHREN, ALTHOUGH THERE WAS NO RETURNING INTO EGYPT UNLESS THEY CAME WITH WHAT THEY HAD PROMISED. NOW THE MISERY GROWING EVERY DAY WORSE, AND HIS SONS BEGGING IT OF HIM, HE HAD NO OTHER COURSE TO TAKE IN HIS PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES. AND JUDAS, WHO WAS OF A BOLD TEMPER ON OTHER OCCASIONS, SPOKE HIS MIND VERY FREELY TO HIM: "THAT IT DID NOT BECOME HIM TO BE AFRAID ON ACCOUNT OF HIS SON, NOR TO SUSPECT THE WORST, AS HE DID; FOR NOTHING COULD BE DONE TO HIS SON BUT BY THE APPOINTMENT OF GOD, WHICH MUST ALSO FOR CERTAIN COME TO PASS, THOUGH HE WERE AT HOME WITH HIM; THAT HE OUGHT NOT TO CONDEMN THEM TO SUCH MANIFEST DESTRUCTION; NOR DEPRIVE THEM OF THAT PLENTY OF FOOD THEY MIGHT HAVE FROM PHARAOH, BY HIS UNREASONABLE FEAR ABOUT HIS SON BENJAMIN, BUT OUGHT TO TAKE CARE OF THE PRESERVATION OF SYMEON, LEST, BY ATTEMPTING TO HINDER BENJAMIN'S JOURNEY, SYMEON SHOULD PERISH. HE EXHORTED HIM TO TRUST GOD FOR HIM; AND SAID HE WOULD EITHER BRING HIS SON BACK TO HIM SAFE, OR, TOGETHER WITH HIS, LOSE HIS OWN LIFE." SO THAT JACOB WAS AT LENGTH PERSUADED, AND DELIVERED BENJAMIN TO THEM, WITH THE PRICE OF THE CORN DOUBLED; HE ALSO SENT PRESENTS TO JOSEPH OF THE FRUITS OF THE LAND OF CANAAN, BALSAM AND ROSIN, AS ALSO TURPENTINE AND HONEY. NOW THEIR FATHER SHED MANY TEARS AT THE DEPARTURE OF HIS SONS, AS WELL AS THEMSELVES. HIS CONCERN WAS, THAT HE MIGHT RECEIVE THEM BACK AGAIN SAFE AFTER THEIR JOURNEY; AND THEIR CONCERN WAS, THAT THEY MIGHT FIND THEIR FATHER WELL, AND NO WAY AFFLICTED WITH GRIEF FOR THEM. AND THIS LAMENTATION LASTED A WHOLE DAY; SO THAT THE OLD MAN WAS AT LAST TIRED WITH GRIEF, AND STAID BEHIND; BUT THEY WENT ON THEIR WAY FOR EGYPT, ENDEAVORING TO MITIGATE THEIR GRIEF FOR THEIR PRESENT MISFORTUNES, WITH THE HOPES OF BETTER SUCCESS HEREAFTER. 
6. AS SOON AS THEY CAME INTO EGYPT, THEY WERE BROUGHT DOWN TO JOSEPH: BUT HERE NO SMALL FEAR DISTURBED THEM, LEST THEY SHOULD BE ACCUSED ABOUT THE PRICE OF THE CORN, AS IF THEY HAD CHEATED JOSEPH. THEY THEN MADE A LONG APOLOGY TO JOSEPH'S STEWARD; AND TOLD HIM, THAT WHEN THEY CAME HOME, THEY FOUND THE MONEY IN THEIR SACKS, AND THAT THEY HAD NOW BROUGHT IT ALONG WITH THEM. HE SAID HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT THEY MEANT: SO, THEY WERE DELIVERED FROM THAT FEAR. AND WHEN HE HAD LOOSED SYMEON, AND PUT HIM INTO A HANDSOME HABIT, HE SUFFERED HIM TO BE WITH HIS BRETHREN; AT WHICH TIME JOSEPH CAME FROM HIS ATTENDANCE ON THE KING. SO, THEY OFFERED HIM THEIR PRESENTS; AND UPON HIS PUTTING THE QUESTION TO THEM ABOUT THEIR FATHER, THEY ANSWERED THAT THEY FOUND HIM WELL. HE ALSO, UPON HIS DISCOVERY THAT BENJAMIN WAS ALIVE, ASKED WHETHER THIS WAS THEIR YOUNGER BROTHER; FOR HE HAD SEEN HIM. WHEREUPON THEY SAID HE WAS: HE REPLIED, THAT THE GOD OVER ALL WAS HIS PROTECTOR. BUT WHEN HIS AFFECTION TO HIM MADE HIM SHED TEARS, HE RETIRED, DESIRING HE MIGHT NOT BE SEEN IN THAT PLIGHT BY HIS BRETHREN. THEN JOSEPH TOOK THEM TO SUPPER, AND THEY WERE SET DOWN IN THE SAME ORDER AS THEY USED TO SIT AT THEIR FATHER'S TABLE. AND ALTHOUGH JOSEPH TREATED THEM ALL KINDLY, YET DID HE SEND A MESS TO BENJAMIN THAT WAS DOUBLE TO WHAT THE REST OF THE GUESTS HAD FOR THEIR SHARES. 
7. NOW WHEN AFTER SUPPER THEY HAD COMPOSED THEMSELVES TO SLEEP, JOSEPH COMMANDED HIS STEWARD BOTH TO GIVE THEM THEIR MEASURES OF CORN, AND TO HIDE ITS PRICE AGAIN IN THEIR SACKS; AND THAT WITHAL THEY SHOULD PUT INTO BENJAMIN'S SACK THE GOLDEN CUP, OUT OF WHICH HE LOVED HIMSELF TO DRINK. - WHICH THINGS HE DID, IN ORDER TO MAKE TRIAL OF HIS BRETHREN, WHETHER THEY WOULD STAND BY BENJAMIN WHEN HE SHOULD BE ACCUSED OF HAVING STOLEN THE CUP, AND SHOULD APPEAR TO BE IN DANGER; OR WHETHER THEY WOULD LEAVE HIM, AND, DEPENDING ON THEIR OWN INNOCENCY, GO TO THEIR FATHER WITHOUT HIM. WHEN THE SERVANT HAD DONE AS HE WAS BIDDEN, THE SONS OF JACOB, KNOWING NOTHING OF ALL THIS, WENT THEIR WAY, AND TOOK SYMEON ALONG WITH THEM, AND HAD A DOUBLE CAUSE OF JOY, BOTH BECAUSE THEY HAD RECEIVED HIM AGAIN, AND BECAUSE THEY TOOK BACK BENJAMIN TO THEIR FATHER, AS THEY HAD PROMISED. BUT PRESENTLY A TROOP OF HORSEMEN ENCOMPASSED THEM, AND BROUGHT WITH THEM JOSEPH'S SERVANT, WHO HAD PUT THE CUP INTO BENJAMIN'S SACK. UPON WHICH UNEXPECTED ATTACK OF THE HORSEMEN THEY WERE MUCH DISTURBED, AND ASKED WHAT THE REASON WAS THAT THEY CAME THUS UPON MEN, WHO A LITTLE BEFORE HAD BEEN BY THEIR LORD THOUGHT WORTHY OF AN HONORABLE AND HOSPITABLE RECEPTION? THEY REPLIED, BY CALLING THEM WICKED WRETCHES, WHO HAD FORGOT THAT VERY HOSPITABLE AND KIND TREATMENT WHICH JOSEPH HAD GIVEN THEM, AND DID NOT SCRUPLE TO BE INJURIOUS TO HIM, AND TO CARRY OFF THAT CUP OUT OF WHICH HE HAD, IN SO FRIENDLY A MANNER, DRANK TO THEM, AND NOT REGARDING THEIR FRIENDSHIP WITH JOSEPH, NO MORE THAN THE DANGER THEY SHOULD BE IN IF THEY WERE TAKEN, IN COMPARISON OF THE UNJUST GAIN. HEREUPON HE THREATENED THAT THEY SHOULD BE PUNISHED; FOR THOUGH THEY HAD ESCAPED THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM WHO WAS BUT A SERVANT, YET HAD THEY NOT ESCAPED THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, NOR HAD GONE OFF WITH WHAT THEY HAD STOLEN; AND, AFTER ALL, ASKED WHY WE COME UPON THEM, AS IF THEY KNEW NOTHING OF THE MATTER: AND HE TOLD THEM THAT THEY SHOULD IMMEDIATELY KNOW IT BY THEIR PUNISHMENT. THIS, AND MORE OF THE SAME NATURE, DID THE SERVANT SAY, IN WAY OF REPROACH TO THEM: BUT THEY BEING WHOLLY IGNORANT OF ANY THING HERE THAT CONCERNED THEM, LAUGHED AT WHAT HE SAID, AND WONDERED AT THE ABUSIVE LANGUAGE WHICH THE SERVANT GAVE THEM, WHEN HE WAS SO HARDY AS TO ACCUSE THOSE WHO DID NOT BEFORE SO MUCH AS RETAIN THE PRICE OF THEIR CORN, WHICH WAS FOUND IN THEIR SACKS, BUT BROUGHT IT AGAIN, THOUGH NOBODY ELSE KNEW OF ANY SUCH THING, - SO FAR WERE THEY FROM OFFERING ANY INJURY TO JOSEPH VOLUNTARILY. BUT STILL, SUPPOSING THAT A SEARCH WOULD BE A MORE-SURE JUSTIFICATION OF THEMSELVES THAN THEIR OWN DENIAL OF THE FACT, THEY BID HIM SEARCH THEM, AND THAT IF ANY OF THEM HAD BEEN GUILTY OF THE THEFT, TO PUNISH THEM ALL; FOR BEING NO WAY CONSCIOUS TO THEMSELVES OF ANY CRIME, THEY SPOKE WITH ASSURANCE, AND, AS THEY THOUGHT, WITHOUT ANY DANGER TO THEMSELVES ALSO. THE SERVANTS DESIRED THERE MIGHT BE A SEARCH MADE; BUT THEY SAID THE PUNISHMENT SHOULD EXTEND TO HIM ALONE WHO SHOULD BE FOUND GUILTY OF THE THEFT. SO THEY MADE THE SEARCH; AND, HAVING SEARCHED ALL THE REST, THEY CAME LAST OF ALL TO BENJAMIN, AS KNOWING IT WAS BENJAMIN'S SACK IN WHICH THEY HAD HIDDEN THE CUP, THEY HAVING INDEED SEARCHED THE REST ONLY FOR A SHOW OF ACCURACY: SO THE REST WERE OUT OF FEAR FOR THEMSELVES, AND WERE NOW ONLY CONCERNED ABOUT BENJAMIN, BUT STILL WERE WELL ASSURED THAT HE WOULD ALSO BE FOUND INNOCENT; AND THEY REPROACHED THOSE THAT CAME AFTER THEM FOR THEIR HINDERING THEM, WHILE THEY MIGHT, IN THE MEAN WHILE, HAVE GOTTEN A GOOD WAY ON THEIR JOURNEY. BUT AS SOON AS THEY HAD SEARCHED BENJAMIN'S SACK, THEY FOUND THE CUP, AND TOOK IT FROM HIM; AND ALL WAS CHANGED INTO MOURNING AND LAMENTATION. THEY RENT THEIR GARMENTS, AND WEPT FOR THE PUNISHMENT WHICH THEIR BROTHER WAS TO UNDERGO FOR HIS THEFT, AND FOR THE DELUSION THEY HAD PUT ON THEIR FATHER, WHEN THEY PROMISED THEY WOULD BRING BENJAMIN SAFE TO HIM. WHAT ADDED TO THEIR MISERY WAS, THAT THIS MELANCHOLY ACCIDENT CAME UNFORTUNATELY AT A TIME WHEN THEY THOUGHT THEY HAD BEEN GOTTEN OFF CLEAR; BUT THEY CONFESSED THAT THIS MISFORTUNE OF THEIR BROTHER, AS WELL AS THE GRIEF OF THEIR FATHER FOR HIM, WAS OWING TO THEMSELVES, SINCE IT WAS, THEY THAT FORCED THEIR FATHER TO SEND HIM WITH THEM, WHEN HE WAS AVERSE TO IT. 
8. THE HORSEMEN THEREFORE TOOK BENJAMIN AND BROUGHT HIM TO JOSEPH, HIS BRETHREN ALSO FOLLOWING HIM; WHO, WHEN HE SAW HIM IN CUSTODY, AND THEM IN THE HABIT OF MOURNERS, SAID, "HOW CAME YOU, VILE WRETCHES AS YOU ARE, TO HAVE SUCH A STRANGE NOTION OF MY KINDNESS TO YOU, AND OF GOD'S PROVIDENCE, AS IMPUDENTLY TO DO THUS TO YOUR BENEFACTOR, WHO IN SUCH AN HOSPITABLE MANNER HAD ENTERTAINED YOU?" WHEREUPON THEY GAVE UP THEMSELVES TO BE PUNISHED, IN ORDER TO SAVE BENJAMIN; AND CALLED TO MIND WHAT A WICKED ENTERPRISE THEY HAD BEEN GUILTY OF AGAINST JOSEPH. THEY ALSO PRONOUNCED HIM MORE-HAPPY THAN THEMSELVES, IF HE WERE DEAD, IN BEING FREED FROM THE MISERIES OF THIS LIFE; AND IF HE WERE ALIVE, THAT HE ENJOYED THE PLEASURE OF SEEING GOD'S VENGEANCE UPON THEM. THEY SAID FURTHER; THAT THEY WERE THE PLAGUE OF THEIR FATHER, SINCE THEY SHOULD NOW ADD TO HIS FORMER AFFLICTION FOR JOSEPH, THIS OTHER AFFLICTION FOR BENJAMIN. REUBEL ALSO WAS LARGE IN CUTTING THEM UPON THIS OCCASION. BUT JOSEPH DISMISSED THEM; FOR HE SAID THEY HAD BEEN GUILTY OF NO OFFENSE, AND THAT HE WOULD CONTENT HIMSELF WITH THE LAD'S PUNISHMENT; FOR HE SAID IT WAS NOT A FIT THING TO LET HIM GO FREE, FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE WHO HAD NOT OFFENDED; NOR WAS IT A FIT THING TO PUNISH THEM TOGETHER WITH HIM WHO HAD BEEN GUILTY OF STEALING. AND WHEN HE PROMISED TO GIVE THEM LEAVE TO GO AWAY IN SAFETY, THE REST OF THEM WERE UNDER GREAT CONSTERNATION, AND WERE ABLE TO SAY NOTHING ON THIS SAD OCCASION. BUT JUDAS, WHO HAD PERSUADED THEIR FATHER TO SEND THE LAD FROM HIM, BEING OTHERWISE ALSO A VERY BOLD AND ACTIVE MAN, DETERMINED TO HAZARD HIMSELF FOR THE PRESERVATION OF HIS BROTHER. "IT IS TRUE," SAID HE, "O GOVERNOR, THAT WE HAVE BEEN VERY WICKED WITH REGARD TO THEE, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT DESERVED PUNISHMENT; EVEN ALL OF US MAY JUSTLY BE PUNISHED, ALTHOUGH THE THEFT WERE NOT COMMITTED BY ALL, BUT ONLY BY ONE OF US, AND HE THE YOUNGEST ALSO; BUT YET THERE REMAINS SOME HOPE FOR US, WHO OTHERWISE MUST BE UNDER DESPAIR ON HIS ACCOUNT, AND THIS FROM THY GOODNESS, WHICH PROMISES US A DELIVERANCE OUT OF OUR PRESENT DANGER. AND NOW I BEG THOU WILT NOT LOOK AT US, OR AT THAT GREAT CRIME WE HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF, BUT AT THY OWN EXCELLENT NATURE, AND TAKE ADVICE OF THINE OWN VIRTUE, INSTEAD OF THAT WRATH THOU HAST AGAINST US; WHICH PASSION THOSE THAT OTHERWISE ARE OF LOWER CHARACTER INDULGE, AS THEY DO THEIR STRENGTH, AND THAT NOT ONLY ON GREAT, BUT ALSO ON VERY TRIFLING OCCASIONS. OVERCOME, SIR, THAT PASSION, AND BE NOT SUBDUED BY IT, NOR SUFFER IT TO SLAY THOSE THAT DO NOT OTHERWISE PRESUME UPON THEIR OWN SAFETY, BUT ARE DESIROUS TO ACCEPT OF IT FROM THEE; FOR THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME THAT THOU WILT BESTOW IT ON US, BUT BEFORE, WHEN WE CAME TO BUY CORN, THOU AFFORDEDST US GREAT PLENTY OF FOOD, AND GAVEST US LEAVE TO CARRY SO MUCH HOME TO OUR FAMILY AS HAS PRESERVED THEM FROM PERISHING BY FAMINE. NOR IS THERE ANY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN NOT OVERLOOKING MEN THAT WERE PERISHING FOR WANT OF NECESSARIES, AND NOT PUNISHING THOSE THAT SEEM TO BE OFFENDERS, AND HAVE BEEN SO UNFORTUNATE AS TO LOSE THE ADVANTAGE OF THAT GLORIOUS BENEFACTION WHICH THEY RECEIVED FROM THEE. THIS WILL BE AN INSTANCE OF EQUAL FAVOR, THOUGH BESTOWED AFTER A DIFFERENT MANNER; FOR THOU WILT SAVE THOSE THIS WAY WHOM THOU DIDST FEED THE OTHER; AND THOU WILT HEREBY PRESERVE ALIVE, BY THY OWN BOUNTY, THOSE SOULS WHICH THOU DIDST NOT SUFFER TO BE DISTRESSED BY FAMINE, IT BEING INDEED AT ONCE A WONDERFUL AND A GREAT THING TO SUSTAIN OUR LIVES BY CORN, AND TO BESTOW ON US THAT PARDON, WHEREBY, NOW WE ARE DISTRESSED, WE MAY CONTINUE THOSE LIVES. AND I AM READY TO SUPPOSE THAT GOD IS WILLING TO AFFORD THEE THIS OPPORTUNITY OF SHOWING THY VIRTUOUS DISPOSITION, BY BRINGING US INTO THIS CALAMITY, THAT IT MAY APPEAR THOU CANST FORGIVE THE INJURIES THAT ARE DONE TO THYSELF, AND MAYST BE ESTEEMED KIND TO OTHERS, BESIDES THOSE WHO, ON OTHER ACCOUNTS, STAND IN NEED OF THY ASSISTANCE; SINCE IT IS INDEED A RIGHT THING TO DO WELL TO THOSE WHO ARE IN DISTRESS FOR WANT OF FOOD, BUT STILL A MORE GLORIOUS THING TO SAVE THOSE WHO DESERVE TO BE PUNISHED, WHEN IT IS ON ACCOUNT OF HEINOUS OFFENSES AGAINST THYSELF; FOR IF IT BE A THING DESERVING COMMENDATION TO FORGIVE SUCH AS HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF SMALL OFFENSES, THAT TEND TO A PERSON'S LOSS, AND THIS BE PRAISEWORTHY IN HIM THAT OVERLOOKS SUCH OFFENSES, TO RESTRAIN A MAN'S PASSION AS TO CRIMES WHICH ARE CAPITAL TO THE GUILTY, IS TO BE LIKE THE MOST EXCELLENT NATURE OF GOD HIMSELF. AND TRULY, AS FOR MYSELF, HAD IT NOT BEEN THAT WE HAD A FATHER, WHO HAD DISCOVERED, ON OCCASION OF THE DEATH OF JOSEPH, HOW MISERABLY HE IS ALWAYS AFFLICTED AT THE LOSS OF HIS SONS, I HAD NOT MADE ANY WORDS ON ACCOUNT OF THE SAVING OF OUR OWN LIVES; I MEAN, ANY FURTHER THAN AS THAT WOULD BE AN EXCELLENT CHARACTER FOR THYSELF, TO PRESERVE EVEN THOSE THAT WOULD HAVE NOBODY TO LAMENT THEM WHEN THEY WERE DEAD, BUT WE WOULD HAVE YIELDED OURSELVES UP TO SUFFER WHATSOEVER THOU PLEASEDST; BUT NOW (FOR WE DO NOT PLEAD FOR MERCY TO OURSELVES, THOUGH INDEED, IF WE DIE, IT WILL BE WHILE WE ARE YOUNG, AND BEFORE WE HAVE HAD THE ENJOYMENT OF LIFE) HAVE REGARD TO OUR FATHER, AND TAKE PITY OF HIS OLD AGE, ON WHOSE ACCOUNT IT IS THAT WE MAKE THESE SUPPLICATIONS TO THEE. WE BEG THOU WILT GIVE US THOSE LIVES WHICH THIS WICKEDNESS OF OURS HAS RENDERED OBNOXIOUS TO THY PUNISHMENT; AND THIS FOR HIS SAKE WHO IS NOT HIMSELF WICKED, NOR DOES HIS BEING OUR FATHER MAKE US WICKED. HE IS A GOOD MAN, AND NOT WORTHY TO HAVE SUCH TRIALS OF HIS PATIENCE; AND NOW, WE ARE ABSENT, HE IS AFFLICTED WITH CARE FOR US. BUT IF HE HEAR OF OUR DEATHS, AND WHAT WAS THE CAUSE OF IT, HE WILL ON THAT ACCOUNT DIE AN IMMATURE DEATH; AND THE REPROACHFUL MANNER OF OUR RUIN WILL HASTEN HIS END, AND WILL DIRECTLY KILL HIM; NAY, WILL BRING HIM TO A MISERABLE DEATH, WHILE HE WILL MAKE HASTE TO RID HIMSELF OUT OF THE WORLD, AND BRING HIMSELF TO A STATE OF INSENSIBILITY, BEFORE THE SAD STORY OF OUR END COME ABROAD INTO THE REST OF THE WORLD. CONSIDER THESE THINGS IN THIS MANNER, ALTHOUGH OUR WICKEDNESS DOES NOW PROVOKE THEE WITH A JUST DESIRE OF PUNISHING THAT WICKEDNESS, AND FORGIVE IT FOR OUR FATHER'S SAKE; AND LET THY COMMISERATION OF HIM WEIGH MORE WITH THEE THAN OUR WICKEDNESS. HAVE REGARD TO THE OLD AGE OF OUR FATHER, WHO, IF WE PERISH, WILL BE VERY LONELY WHILE HE LIVES, AND WILL SOON DIE HIMSELF ALSO. GRANT THIS BOON TO THE NAME OF FATHERS, FOR THEREBY THOU WILT HONOR HIM THAT BEGAT THEE, AND WILL GRANT IT TO THYSELF ALSO, WHO ENJOYEST ALREADY THAT DENOMINATION; THOU WILT THEN, BY THAT DENOMINATION, BE PRESERVED OF GOD, THE FATHER OF ALL, - BY SHOWING A PIOUS REGARD TO WHICH, IN THE CASE OF OUR FATHER, THOU WILT APPEAR TO HONOR HIM WHO IS STYLED BY THE SAME NAME; I MEAN, IF THOU WILT HAVE THIS PITY ON OUR FATHER, UPON THIS CONSIDERATION, HOW MISERABLE HE WILL BE IF HE BE DEPRIVED OF HIS SONS! IT IS THY PART THEREFORE TO BESTOW ON US WHAT GOD HAS GIVEN US, WHEN IT IS IN THY POWER TO TAKE IT AWAY, AND SO TO RESEMBLE HIM ENTIRELY IN CHARITY; FOR IT IS GOOD TO USE THAT POWER, WHICH CAN EITHER GIVE OR TAKE AWAY, ON THE MERCIFUL SIDE; AND WHEN IT IS IN THY POWER TO DESTROY, TO FORGET THAT THOU EVER HADST THAT POWER, AND TO LOOK ON THYSELF AS ONLY ALLOWED POWER FOR PRESERVATION; AND THAT THE MORE ANY ONE EXTENDS THIS POWER, THE GREATER REPUTATION DOES HE GAIN TO HIMSELF. NOW, BY FORGIVING OUR BROTHER WHAT HE HAS UNHAPPILY COMMITTED, THOU WILT PRESERVE US ALL; FOR WE CANNOT THINK OF LIVING IF HE BE PUT TO DEATH, SINCE WE DARE NOT SHOW OURSELVES ALIVE TO OUR FATHER WITHOUT OUR BROTHER, BUT HERE MUST WE PARTAKE OF ONE AND THE SAME CATASTROPHE OF HIS LIFE. AND SO FAR, WE BEG OF THEE, O GOVERNOR, THAT IF THOU CONDEMNEST OUR BROTHER TO DIE, THOU WILT PUNISH US TOGETHER WITH HIM, AS PARTNERS OF HIS CRIME, - FOR WE SHALL NOT THINK IT REASONABLE TO BE RESERVED TO KILL OURSELVES FOR GRIEF OF OUR BROTHER'S DEATH, BUT SO TO DIE RATHER AS EQUALLY GUILTY WITH HIM OF THIS CRIME. I WILL ONLY LEAVE WITH THEE THIS ONE CONSIDERATION, AND THEN WILL SAY NO MORE, VIZ. THAT OUR BROTHER COMMITTED THIS FAULT WHEN HE WAS YOUNG, AND NOT YET OF CONFIRMED WISDOM IN HIS CONDUCT; AND THAT MEN NATURALLY FORGIVE SUCH YOUNG PERSONS. I END HERE, WITHOUT ADDING WHAT MORE I HAVE TO SAY, THAT IN CASE THOU CONDEMNEST US, THAT OMISSION MAY BE SUPPOSED TO HAVE HURT US, AND PERMITTED THEE TO TAKE THE SEVERER SIDE. BUT IN CASE THOU SETTEST US FREE, THAT THIS MAY BE ASCRIBED TO THY OWN GOODNESS, OF WHICH THOU ART INWARDLY CONSCIOUS, THAT THOU FREEST US FROM CONDEMNATION; AND THAT NOT BY BARELY PRESERVING US, BUT BY GRANTING US SUCH A FAVOR AS WILL MAKE US APPEAR MORE RIGHTEOUS THAN WE REALLY ARE, AND BY REPRESENTING TO THYSELF MORE MOTIVES FOR OUR DELIVERANCE THAN WE ARE ABLE TO PRODUCE OURSELVES. IF, THEREFORE, THOU RESOLVEST TO SLAY HIM, I DESIRE THOU WILT SLAY ME IN HIS STEAD, AND SEND HIM BACK TO HIS FATHER; OR IF THOU PLEASEST TO RETAIN HIM WITH THEE AS A SLAVE, I AM FITTER TO LABOR FOR THY ADVANTAGE IN THAT CAPACITY, AND, AS THOU SEEST, AM BETTER PREPARED FOR EITHER OF THOSE SUFFERINGS." SO, JUDAS, BEING VERY WILLING TO UNDERGO ANY THING WHATEVER FOR THE DELIVERANCE OF HIS BROTHER, CAST HIMSELF DOWN AT JOSEPH'S FEET, AND EARNESTLY LABORED TO ASSUAGE AND PACIFY HIS ANGER. ALL HIS BRETHREN ALSO FELL DOWN BEFORE HIM, WEEPING AND DELIVERING THEMSELVES UP TO DESTRUCTION FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE LIFE OF BENJAMIN. 
10. BUT JOSEPH, AS OVERCOME NOW WITH HIS AFFECTIONS, AND NO LONGER ABLE TO PERSONATE AN ANGRY MAN, COMMANDED ALL THAT WERE PRESENT TO DEPART, THAT HE MIGHT MAKE HIMSELF KNOWN TO HIS BRETHREN WHEN THEY WERE ALONE; AND WHEN THE REST WERE GONE OUT, HE MADE HIMSELF KNOWN TO HIS BRETHREN; AND SAID, "I COMMEND YOU FOR YOUR VIRTUE, AND YOUR KINDNESS TO OUR BROTHER: I FIND YOU BETTER MEN THAN I COULD HAVE EXPECTED FROM WHAT YOU CONTRIVED ABOUT ME. INDEED, I DID ALL THIS TO TRY YOUR LOVE TO YOUR BROTHER; SO, I BELIEVE YOU WERE NOT WICKED BY NATURE IN WHAT YOU DID IN MY CASE, BUT THAT ALL HAS HAPPENED ACCORDING TO GOD'S WILL, WHO HAS HEREBY PROCURED OUR ENJOYMENT OF WHAT GOOD THINGS WE HAVE; AND, IF HE, CONTINUE IN A FAVORABLE DISPOSITION, OF WHAT WE HOPE FOR HEREAFTER. SINCE, THEREFORE, I KNOW THAT OUR FATHER IS SAFE AND WELL, BEYOND EXPECTATION, AND I SEE YOU SO WELL DISPOSED TO YOUR BROTHER, I WILL NO LONGER REMEMBER WHAT GUILT YOU SEEM TO HAVE HAD ABOUT ME, BUT WILL LEAVE OFF TO HATE YOU FOR THAT YOUR WICKEDNESS; AND DO RATHER RETURN YOU MY THANKS, THAT YOU HAVE CONCURRED WITH THE INTENTIONS OF GOD TO BRING THINGS TO THEIR PRESENT STATE. I WOULD HAVE YOU ALSO RATHER TO FORGET THE SAME, SINCE THAT IMPRUDENCE OF YOURS IS COME TO SUCH A HAPPY CONCLUSION, THAN TO BE UNEASY AND BLUSH AT THOSE YOUR OFFENSES. DO NOT, THEREFORE, LET YOUR EVIL INTENTIONS, WHEN YOU CONDEMNED ME, AND THAT BITTER REMORSE WHICH MIGHT FOLLOW, BE A GRIEF TO YOU NOW, BECAUSE THOSE INTENTIONS WERE FRUSTRATED. GO, THEREFORE, YOUR WAY, REJOICING IN WHAT HAS HAPPENED BY THE DIVINE PROVIDENCE, AND INFORM YOUR FATHER OF IT, LEST HE SHOULD BE SPENT WITH CARES FOR YOU, AND DEPRIVE ME OF THE MOST AGREEABLE PART OF MY FELICITY; I MEAN, LEST HE SHOULD DIE BEFORE HE COMES INTO MY SIGHT, AND ENJOYS THE GOOD THINGS THAT WE NOW HAVE. BRING, THEREFORE, WITH YOU OUR FATHER, AND YOUR WIVES AND CHILDREN, AND ALL YOUR KINDRED, AND REMOVE YOUR HABITATIONS HITHER; FOR IT IS NOT PROPER THAT THE PERSONS DEAREST TO ME SHOULD LIVE REMOTE FROM ME, NOW MY AFFAIRS ARE SO PROSPEROUS, ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY MUST ENDURE FIVE MORE YEARS OF FAMINE." WHEN JOSEPH HAD SAID THIS, HE EMBRACED HIS BRETHREN, WHO WERE IN TEARS AND SORROW; BUT THE GENEROUS KINDNESS OF THEIR BROTHER SEEMED TO LEAVE AMONG THEM NO ROOM FOR FEAR, LEST THEY SHOULD BE PUNISHED ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT THEY HAD CONSULTED AND ACTED AGAINST HIM; AND THEY WERE THEN FEASTING. NOW THE KING, AS SOON AS HE HEARD THAT JOSEPH'S BRETHREN WERE COME TO HIM, WAS EXCEEDING GLAD OF IT, AS IF IT HAD BEEN A PART OF HIS OWN GOOD FORTUNE; AND GAVE THEM WAGONS FULL OF CORN AND GOLD AND SILVER, TO BE CONVEYED TO HIS FATHER. NOW WHEN THEY HAD RECEIVED MORE OF THEIR BROTHER PART TO BE CARRIED TO THEIR FATHER, AND PART AS FREE GIFTS TO EVERY ONE OF THEMSELVES, BENJAMIN HAVING STILL MORE THAN THE REST, THEY DEPARTED. 
CHAPTER 7. THE REMOVAL OF JOSEPH'S FATHER WITH ALL HIS FAMILY, TO HIM, ON ACCOUNT OF THE FAMINE. 
1. AS SOON AS JACOB CAME TO KNOW, BY HIS SONS RETURNING HOME, IN WHAT STATE JOSEPH WAS, THAT HE HAD NOT ONLY ESCAPED DEATH, FOR WHICH YET HE LIVED ALL ALONG IN MOURNING, BUT THAT HE LIVED IN SPLENDOR AND HAPPINESS, AND RULED OVER EGYPT, JOINTLY WITH THE KING, AND HAD INTRUSTED TO HIS CARE ALMOST ALL HIS AFFAIRS, HE DID NOT THINK ANY THING HE WAS TOLD TO BE INCREDIBLE, CONSIDERING THE GREATNESS OF THE WORKS OF GOD, AND HIS KINDNESS TO HIM, ALTHOUGH THAT KINDNESS HAD, FOR SOME LATE TIMES, BEEN INTERMITTED; SO HE IMMEDIATELY AND ZEALOUSLY SET OUT UPON HIS JOURNEY TO HIM. 
2. WHEN HE CAME TO THE WELL OF THE OATH, (BEERSHEBA,) HE OFFERED SACRIFICE TO GOD; AND BEING AFRAID THAT THE HAPPINESS THERE WAS IN EGYPT MIGHT TEMPT HIS POSTERITY TO FALL IN LOVE WITH IT, AND SETTLE IN IT, AND NO MORE THINK OF REMOVING INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND POSSESSING IT, AS GOD HAD PROMISED THEM; AS ALSO BEING AFRAID, LEST, IF THIS DESCENT INTO EGYPT WERE MADE WITHOUT THE WILL OF GOD, HIS FAMILY MIGHT BE DESTROYED THERE; OUT OF FEAR, WITHAL, LEST HE SHOULD DEPART THIS LIFE BEFORE HE CAME TO THE SIGHT OF JOSEPH; HE FELL ASLEEP, REVOLVING THESE DOUBTS IN HIS MIND. 
3. BUT GOD STOOD BY HIM, AND CALLED HIM TWICE BY HIS NAME; AND WHEN HE ASKED WHO HE WAS, GOD SAID, "NO, SURE; IT IS NOT JUST THAT THOU, JACOB, SHOULDST BE UNACQUAINTED WITH THAT GOD WHO HAS BEEN EVER A PROTECTOR AND A HELPER TO THY FOREFATHERS, AND AFTER THEM TO THYSELF: FOR WHEN THY FATHER WOULD HAVE DEPRIVED THEE OF THE DOMINION, I GAVE IT THEE; AND BY MY KINDNESS IT WAS THAT, WHEN THOU WAST SENT INTO MESOPOTAMIA ALL ALONE, THOU OBTAINEDST GOOD WIVES, AND RETURNEDST WITH MANY CHILDREN, AND MUCH WEALTH. THY WHOLE FAMILY ALSO HAS BEEN PRESERVED BY MY PROVIDENCE; AND IT WAS I WHO CONDUCTED JOSEPH, THY SON, WHOM THOU GAVEST UP FOR LOST, TO THE ENJOYMENT OF GREAT PROSPERITY. I ALSO MADE HIM LORD OF EGYPT, SO THAT HE DIFFERS BUT LITTLE FROM A KING. ACCORDINGLY, I COME NOW AS A GUIDE TO THEE IN THIS JOURNEY; AND FORETELL TO THEE, THAT THOU SHALT DIE IN THE ARMS OF JOSEPH: AND I INFORM THEE, THAT THY POSTERITY SHALL BE MANY AGES IN AUTHORITY AND GLORY, AND THAT I WILL SETTLE THEM IN THE LAND WHICH I HAVE PROMISED THEM." 
4. JACOB, ENCOURAGED BY THIS DREAM, WENT ON MORE CHEERFULLY FOR EGYPT WITH HIS SONS, AND ALL BELONGING TO THEM. NOW THEY WERE IN ALL SEVENTY. I ONCE, INDEED, THOUGHT IT BEST NOT TO SET DOWN THE NAMES OF THIS FAMILY, ESPECIALLY BECAUSE OF THEIR DIFFICULT PRONUNCIATION [BY THE GREEKS]; BUT, UPON THE WHOLE, I THINK IT NECESSARY TO MENTION THOSE NAMES, THAT I MAY DISPROVE SUCH AS BELIEVE THAT WE CAME NOT ORIGINALLY FROM MESOPOTAMIA, BUT ARE EGYPTIANS. NOW JACOB HAD TWELVE SONS; OF THESE JOSEPH WAS COME THITHER BEFORE. WE WILL THEREFORE SET DOWN THE NAMES OF JACOB'S CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN. REUBEN HAD FOUR SONS - ANOCH, PHALLU, ASSARON, CHARMI. SIMEON HAD SIX - JAMUEL, JAMIN, AVOD, JACHIN, SOAR, SAUL. LEVI HAD THREE SONS - GERSOM, CAATH, MERARI. JUDAS HAD THREE SONS - SALA, PHARES, ZERAH; AND BY PHARES TWO GRANDCHILDREN, ESROM AND AMAR. ISSACHAR HAD FOUR SONS - THOLA, PHUA, JASOB, SAMARON. ZABULON HAD WITH HIM THREE SONS - SARAD, HELON, JALEL. SO FAR IS THE POSTERITY OF LEA; WITH WHOM WENT HER DAUGHTER DINAH. THESE ARE THIRTY-THREE. RACHEL HAD TWO SONS, THE ONE OF WHOM, JOSEPH, HAD TWO SONS ALSO, MANASSES AND EPHRAIM. THE OTHER, BENJAMIN, HAD TEN SONS - BOLAU, BACCHAR, ASABEL, GERAS, NAAMAN, JES, ROS, MOMPHIS, OPPHIS, ARAD. THESE FOURTEEN ADDED TO THE THIRTY-THREE BEFORE ENUMERATED, AMOUNT TO THE NUMBER FORTY-SEVEN. AND THIS WAS THE LEGITIMATE POSTERITY OF JACOB. HE HAD BESIDES BY BILHAH, THE HANDMAID OF RACHEL, DAN AND NEPHTLIALI; WHICH LAST HAD FOUR SONS THAT FOLLOWED HIM - JESEL, GUNI, ISSARI, AND SELLIM. DAN HAD AN ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, USI. IF THESE BE ADDED TO THOSE BEFORE MENTIONED, THEY COMPLETE THE NUMBER FIFTYFOUR. GAD AND ASER WERE THE SONS OF ZILPHA, WHO WAS THE HANDMAID OF LEA. THESE HAD WITH THEM, GAD SEVEN - SAPHONIAH, AUGIS, SUNIS, AZABON, AERIN, EROCD, ARIEL. ASER HAD A DAUGHTER, SARAH, AND SIX MALE CHILDREN, WHOSE NAMES WERE JOMNE, ISUS, ISOUI, BARIS, ABAR AND MELCHIEL. IF WE ADD THESE, WHICH ARE SIXTEEN, TO THE FIFTY-FOUR, THE FOREMENTIONED NUMBER [70] IS COMPLETED JACOB NOT BEING HIMSELF INCLUDED IN THAT NUMBER. 
5. WHEN JOSEPH UNDERSTOOD THAT HIS FATHER WAS COMING, FOR JUDAS HIS BROTHER WAS COME BEFORE HIM, AND INFORMED HIM OF HIS APPROACH, HE WENT OUT TO MEET HIM; AND THEY MET TOGETHER AT HEROOPOLIS. BUT JACOB ALMOST FAINTED AWAY AT THIS UNEXPECTED AND GREAT JOY; HOWEVER, JOSEPH REVIVED HIM, BEING YET NOT HIMSELF ABLE TO CONTAIN FROM BEING AFFECTED IN THE SAME MANNER, AT THE PLEASURE HE NOW HAD; YET WAS HE NOT WHOLLY OVERCOME WITH HIS PASSION, AS HIS FATHER WAS. AFTER THIS, HE DESIRED JACOB TO TRAVEL ON SLOWLY; BUT HE HIMSELF TOOK FIVE OF HIS BRETHREN WITH HIM, AND MADE HASTE TO THE KING, TO TELL HIM THAT JACOB AND HIS FAMILY WERE COME; WHICH WAS A JOYFUL HEARING TO HIM. HE ALSO BID JOSEPH TELL HIM WHAT SORT OF LIFE HIS BRETHREN LOVED TO LEAD, THAT HE MIGHT GIVE THEM LEAVE TO FOLLOW THE SAME, WHO TOLD HIM THEY WERE GOOD SHEPHERDS, AND HAD BEEN USED TO FOLLOW NO OTHER EMPLOYMENT BUT THIS ALONE. WHEREBY HE PROVIDED FOR THEM, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE SEPARATED, BUT LIVE IN THE SAME PLACE, AND TAKE CARE OF THEIR FATHER; AS ALSO HEREBY HE PROVIDED, THAT THEY MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE TO THE EGYPTIANS, BY DOING NOTHING THAT WOULD BE COMMON TO THEM WITH THE EGYPTIANS; FOR THE EGYPTIANS ARE PROHIBITED TO MEDDLE WITH FEEDING OF SHEEP. 
6. WHEN JACOB WAS COME TO THE KING, AND SALUTED HIM, AND WISHED ALL PROSPERITY TO HIS GOVERNMENT, PHARAOH ASKED HIM HOW OLD HE NOW WAS; UPON WHOSE ANSWER, THAT HE WAS A HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS OLD, HE ADMIRED JACOB ON ACCOUNT OF THE LENGTH OF HIS LIFE. AND WHEN HE HAD ADDED, THAT STILL HE HAD NOT LIVED SO LONG AS HIS FOREFATHERS, HE GAVE HIM LEAVE TO LIVE WITH HIS CHILDREN IN HELIOPOLIS; FOR IN THAT CITY THE KING'S SHEPHERDS HAD THEIR PASTURAGE. 
7. HOWEVER, THE FAMINE INCREASED AMONG THE EGYPTIANS, AND THIS HEAVY JUDGMENT GREW MORE OPPRESSIVE TO THEM, BECAUSE NEITHER DID THE RIVER OVERFLOW THE GROUND, FOR IT DID NOT RISE TO ITS FORMER HEIGHT, NOR DID GOD SEND RAIN UPON IT; NOR DID THEY INDEED MAKE THE LEAST PROVISION FOR THEMSELVES, SO IGNORANT WERE THEY WHAT WAS TO BE DONE; BUT JOSEPH SOLD THEM CORN FOR THEIR MONEY. BUT WHEN THEIR MONEY FAILED THEM, THEY BOUGHT CORN WITH THEIR CATTLE AND THEIR SLAVES; AND IF ANY OF THEM HAD A SMALL PIECE OF LAND, THEY GAVE UP THAT TO PURCHASE THEM FOOD, BY WHICH MEANS THE KING BECAME THE OWNER OF ALL THEIR SUBSTANCE; AND THEY WERE REMOVED, SOME TO ONE PLACE, AND SOME TO ANOTHER, THAT SO THE POSSESSION OF THEIR COUNTRY MIGHT BE FIRMLY ASSURED TO THE KING, EXCEPTING THE LANDS OF THE PRIESTS, FOR THEIR COUNTRY CONTINUED STILL IN THEIR OWN POSSESSION. AND INDEED, THIS SORE FAMINE MADE THEIR MINDS, AS WELL AS THEIR BODIES, SLAVES; AND AT LENGTH COMPELLED THEM TO PROCURE A SUFFICIENCY OF FOOD BY SUCH DISHONORABLE MEANS. BUT WHEN THIS MISERY CEASED, AND THE RIVER OVERFLOWED THE GROUND, AND THE GROUND BROUGHT FORTH ITS FRUITS PLENTIFULLY, JOSEPH CAME TO EVERY CITY, AND GATHERED THE PEOPLE THERETO BELONGING TOGETHER, AND GAVE THEM BACK ENTIRELY THE LAND WHICH, BY THEIR OWN CONSENT, THE KING MIGHT HAVE POSSESSED ALONE, AND ALONE ENJOYED THE FRUITS OF IT. HE ALSO EXHORTED THEM TO LOOK ON IT AS EVERY ONE'S OWN POSSESSION, AND TO FALL TO THEIR HUSBANDRY WITH CHEERFULNESS, AND TO PAY AS A TRIBUTE TO THE KING, THE FIFTH PART OF THE FRUITS FOR THE LAND WHICH THE KING, WHEN IT WAS HIS OWN, RESTORED TO THEM. THESE MEN REJOICED UPON THEIR BECOMING UNEXPECTEDLY OWNERS OF THEIR LANDS, AND DILIGENTLY OBSERVED WHAT WAS ENJOINED THEM; AND BY THIS MEANS JOSEPH PROCURED TO HIMSELF A GREATER AUTHORITY AMONG THE EGYPTIANS, AND GREATER LOVE TO THE KING FROM THEM. NOW THIS LAW, THAT THEY SHOULD PAY THE FIFTH PART OF THEIR FRUITS AS TRIBUTE, CONTINUED UNTIL THEIR LATER KINGS. 
CHAPTER 8. OF THE DEATH OF JACOB AND JOSEPH. 
1. NOW WHEN JACOB HAD LIVED SEVENTEEN YEARS IN EGYPT, HE FELL INTO A DISEASE, AND DIED IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS SONS; BUT NOT TILL HE MADE HIS PRAYERS FOR THEIR ENJOYING PROSPERITY, AND TILL HE HAD FORETOLD TO THEM PROPHETICALLY HOW EVERY ONE OF THEM WAS TO DWELL IN THE LAND OF CANAAN. BUT THIS HAPPENED MANY YEARS AFTERWARD. HE ALSO ENLARGED UPON THE PRAISES OF JOSEPH HOW HE HAD NOT REMEMBERED THE EVIL DOINGS OF HIS BRETHREN TO THEIR DISADVANTAGE; NAY, ON THE CONTRARY, WAS KIND TO THEM, BESTOWING UPON THEM SO MANY BENEFITS, AS SELDOM ARE BESTOWED ON MEN'S OWN BENEFACTORS. HE THEN COMMANDED HIS OWN SONS THAT THEY SHOULD ADMIT JOSEPH'S SONS, EPHRAIM AND MANASSES, INTO THEIR NUMBER, AND DIVIDE THE LAND OF CANAAN IN COMMON WITH THEM; CONCERNING WHOM WE SHALL TREAT HEREAFTER. HOWEVER, HE MADE IT HIS REQUEST THAT HE MIGHT BE BURIED AT HEBRON. SO, HE DIED, WHEN HE HAD LIVED FULL A HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS, THREE ONLY ABATED, HAVING NOT BEEN BEHIND ANY OF HIS ANCESTORS IN PIETY TOWARDS GOD, AND HAVING SUCH A RECOMPENSE FOR IT, AS IT WAS FIT THOSE SHOULD HAVE WHO WERE SO GOOD AS THESE WERE. BUT JOSEPH, BY THE KING'S PERMISSION, CARRIED HIS FATHER'S DEAD BODY TO HEBRON, AND THERE BURIED IT, AT A GREAT EXPENSE. NOW HIS BRETHREN WERE AT FIRST UNWILLING TO RETURN BACK WITH HIM, BECAUSE THEY WERE AFRAID LEST, NOW THEIR FATHER WAS DEAD, HE SHOULD PUNISH THEM FOR THEIR SECRET PRACTICES AGAINST HIM; SINCE HE WAS NOW GONE, FOR WHOSE SAKE HE HAD BEEN SO GRACIOUS TO THEM. BUT HE PERSUADED THEM TO FEAR NO HARM, AND TO ENTERTAIN NO SUSPICIONS OF HIM: SO, HE BROUGHT THEM ALONG WITH HIM, AND GAVE THEM GREAT POSSESSIONS, AND NEVER LEFT OFF HIS PARTICULAR CONCERN FOR THEM. 
2. JOSEPH ALSO DIED WHEN HE HAD LIVED A HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS; HAVING BEEN A MAN OF ADMIRABLE VIRTUE, AND CONDUCTING ALL HIS AFFAIRS BY THE RULES OF REASON; AND USED HIS AUTHORITY WITH MODERATION, WHICH WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS SO GREAT FELICITY AMONG THE EGYPTIANS, EVEN WHEN HE CAME FROM ANOTHER COUNTRY, AND THAT IN SUCH ILL CIRCUMSTANCES ALSO, AS WE HAVE ALREADY DESCRIBED. AT LENGTH HIS BRETHREN DIED, AFTER THEY HAD LIVED HAPPILY IN EGYPT. NOW THE POSTERITY AND SONS OF THESE MEN, AFTER SOME TIME, CARRIED THEIR BODIES, AND BURIED THEM AT HEBRON: BUT AS TO THE BONES OF JOSEPH, THEY CARRIED THEM INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN AFTERWARD, WHEN THE HEBREWS WENT OUT OF EGYPT, FOR SO HAD JOSEPH MADE THEM PROMISE HIM UPON OATH. BUT WHAT BECAME OF EVERY ONE OF THESE MEN, AND BY WHAT TOILS THEY GOT THE POSSESSION OF THE LAND OF CANAAN, SHALL BE SHOWN HEREAFTER, WHEN I HAVE FIRST EXPLAINED UPON WHAT ACCOUNT IT WAS THAT THEY LEFT EGYPT. 
 CHAPTER 9. CONCERNING THE AFFLICTIONS THAT BEFELL THE HEBREWS IN EGYPT, DURING FOUR HUNDRED YEARS. 
1. NOW IT HAPPENED THAT THE EGYPTIANS GREW DELICATE AND LAZY, AS TO PAINS-TAKING, AND GAVE THEMSELVES UP TO OTHER PLEASURES, AND IN PARTICULAR TO THE LOVE OF GAIN. THEY ALSO BECAME VERY ILL-AFFECTED TOWARDS THE HEBREWS, AS TOUCHED WITH ENVY AT THEIR PROSPERITY; FOR WHEN THEY SAW HOW THE NATION OF THE ISRAELITES FLOURISHED, AND WERE BECOME EMINENT ALREADY IN PLENTY OF WEALTH, WHICH THEY HAD ACQUIRED BY THEIR VIRTUE AND NATURAL LOVE OF LABOR, THEY THOUGHT THEIR INCREASE WAS TO THEIR OWN DETRIMENT. AND HAVING, IN LENGTH OF TIME, FORGOTTEN THE BENEFITS THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM JOSEPH, PARTICULARLY THE CROWN BEING NOW COME INTO ANOTHER FAMILY, THEY BECAME VERY ABUSIVE TO THE ISRAELITES, AND CONTRIVED MANY WAYS OF AFFLICTING THEM; FOR THEY ENJOINED THEM TO CUT A GREAT NUMBER OF CHANNELS FOR THE RIVER, AND TO BUILD WALLS FOR THEIR CITIES AND RAMPARTS, THAT THEY MIGHT RESTRAIN THE RIVER, AND HINDER ITS WATERS FROM STAGNATING, UPON ITS RUNNING OVER ITS OWN BANKS: THEY SET THEM ALSO TO BUILD PYRAMIDS, AND BY ALL THIS WORE THEM OUT; AND FORCED THEM TO LEARN ALL SORTS OF MECHANICAL ARTS, AND TO ACCUSTOM THEMSELVES TO HARD LABOR. AND FOUR HUNDRED YEARS DID THEY SPEND UNDER THESE AFFLICTIONS; FOR THEY STROVE ONE AGAINST THE OTHER WHICH SHOULD GET THE MASTERY, THE EGYPTIANS DESIRING TO DESTROY THE ISRAELITES BY THESE LABORS, AND THE ISRAELITES DESIRING TO HOLD OUT TO THE END UNDER THEM. 
2. WHILE THE AFFAIRS OF THE HEBREWS WERE IN THIS CONDITION, THERE WAS THIS OCCASION OFFERED ITSELF TO THE EGYPTIANS, WHICH MADE THEM MORE SOLICITOUS FOR THE EXTINCTION OF OUR NATION. ONE OF THOSE SACRED SCRIBES, WHO ARE VERY SAGACIOUS IN FORETELLING FUTURE EVENTS TRULY, TOLD THE KING, THAT ABOUT THIS TIME THERE WOULD A CHILD BE BORN TO THE ISRAELITES, WHO, IF HE WERE REARED, WOULD BRING THE EGYPTIAN DOMINION LOW, AND WOULD RAISE THE ISRAELITES; THAT HE WOULD EXCEL ALL MEN IN VIRTUE, AND OBTAIN A GLORY THAT WOULD BE REMEMBERED THROUGH ALL AGES. WHICH THING WAS SO FEARED BY THE KING, THAT, ACCORDING TO THIS MAN'S OPINION, HE COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD CAST EVERY MALE CHILD, WHICH WAS BORN TO THE ISRAELITES, INTO THE RIVER, AND DESTROY IT; THAT BESIDES THIS, THE EGYPTIAN MIDWIVES SHOULD WATCH THE LABORS OF THE HEBREW WOMEN, AND OBSERVE WHAT IS BORN, FOR THOSE WERE THE WOMEN WHO WERE ENJOINED TO DO THE OFFICE OF MIDWIVES TO THEM; AND BY REASON OF THEIR RELATION TO THE KING, WOULD NOT TRANSGRESS HIS COMMANDS. HE ENJOINED ALSO, THAT IF ANY PARENTS SHOULD DISOBEY HIM, AND VENTURE TO SAVE THEIR MALE CHILDREN ALIVE, THEY AND THEIR FAMILIES SHOULD BE DESTROYED. THIS WAS A SEVERE AFFLICTION INDEED TO THOSE THAT SUFFERED IT, NOT ONLY AS THEY WERE DEPRIVED OF THEIR SONS, AND WHILE THEY WERE THE PARENTS THEMSELVES, THEY WERE OBLIGED TO BE SUBSERVIENT TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR OWN CHILDREN, BUT AS IT WAS TO BE SUPPOSED TO TEND TO THE EXTIRPATION OF THEIR NATION, WHILE UPON THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR CHILDREN, AND THEIR OWN GRADUAL DISSOLUTION, THE CALAMITY WOULD BECOME VERY HARD AND INCONSOLABLE TO THEM. AND THIS WAS THE ILL STATE THEY WERE IN. BUT NO ONE CAN BE TOO HARD FOR THE PURPOSE OF GOD, THOUGH HE, CONTRIVE TEN THOUSAND SUBTLE DEVICES FOR THAT END; FOR THIS CHILD, WHOM THE SACRED SCRIBE FORETOLD, WAS BROUGHT UP AND CONCEALED FROM THE OBSERVERS APPOINTED BY THE KING; AND HE THAT FORETOLD HIM DID NOT MISTAKE IN THE CONSEQUENCES OF HIS PRESERVATION, WHICH WERE BROUGHT TO PASS AFTER THE MANNER FOLLOWING: - 
3. A MAN WHOSE NAME WAS AMRAM, ONE OF THE NOBLER, SORT OF THE HEBREWS, WAS AFRAID FOR HIS WHOLE NATION, LEST IT SHOULD FAIL, BY THE WANT OF YOUNG MEN TO BE BROUGHT UP HEREAFTER, AND WAS VERY UNEASY AT IT, HIS WIFE BEING THEN WITH CHILD, AND HE KNEW NOT WHAT TO DO. HEREUPON HE BETOOK HIMSELF TO PRAYER TO GOD; AND ENTREATED HIM TO HAVE COMPASSION ON THOSE MEN WHO HAD NOWISE TRANSGRESSED THE LAWS OF HIS WORSHIP, AND TO AFFORD THEM DELIVERANCE FROM THE MISERIES THEY AT THAT TIME ENDURED, AND TO RENDER ABORTIVE THEIR ENEMIES' HOPES OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR NATION. ACCORDINGLY, GOD HAD MERCY ON HIM, AND WAS MOVED BY HIS SUPPLICATION. HE STOOD BY HIM IN HIS SLEEP, AND EXHORTED HIM NOT TO DESPAIR OF HIS FUTURE FAVORS. HE SAID FURTHER, THAT HE DID NOT FORGET THEIR PIETY TOWARDS HIM, AND WOULD ALWAYS REWARD THEM FOR IT, AS HE HAD FORMERLY GRANTED HIS FAVOR TO THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND MADE THEM INCREASE FROM A FEW TO SO GREAT A MULTITUDE. HE PUT HIM IN MIND, THAT WHEN ABRAHAM WAS COME ALONE OUT OF MESOPOTAMIA INTO CANAAN, HE HAD BEEN MADE HAPPY, NOT ONLY IN OTHER RESPECTS, BUT THAT WHEN HIS WIFE WAS AT FIRST BARREN, SHE WAS AFTERWARDS BY HIM ENABLED TO CONCEIVE SEED, AND BARE HIM SONS. THAT HE LEFT TO ISMAEL AND TO HIS POSTERITY THE COUNTRY OF ARABIA; AS ALSO TO HIS SONS BY KETURA, TROGLODYTIS; AND TO ISAAC, CANAAN. THAT BY MY ASSISTANCE, SAID HE, HE DID GREAT EXPLOITS IN WAR, WHICH, UNLESS YOU BE YOURSELVES IMPIOUS, YOU MUST STILL REMEMBER. AS FOR JACOB, HE BECAME WELL KNOWN TO STRANGERS ALSO, BY THE GREATNESS OF THAT PROSPERITY IN WHICH HE LIVED, AND LEFT TO HIS SONS, WHO CAME INTO EGYPT WITH NO MORE THAN SEVENTY SOULS, WHILE YOU ARE NOW BECOME ABOVE SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND. KNOW THEREFORE THAT I SHALL PROVIDE FOR YOU ALL IN COMMON WHAT IS FOR YOUR GOOD, AND PARTICULARLY FOR THYSELF WHAT SHALL MAKE THEE FAMOUS; FOR THAT CHILD, OUT OF DREAD OF WHOSE NATIVITY THE EGYPTIANS HAVE DOOMED THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN TO DESTRUCTION, SHALL BE THIS CHILD OF THINE, AND SHALL BE CONCEALED FROM THOSE WHO WATCH TO DESTROY HIM: AND WHEN HE IS BROUGHT UP IN A SURPRISING WAY, HE SHALL DELIVER THE HEBREW NATION FROM THE DISTRESS THEY ARE UNDER FROM THE EGYPTIANS. HIS MEMORY SHALL BE FAMOUS WHILE THE WORLD LASTS; AND THIS NOT ONLY AMONG THE HEBREWS, BUT FOREIGNERS ALSO: - ALL WHICH SHALL BE THE EFFECT OF MY FAVOR TO THEE, AND TO THY POSTERITY. HE SHALL ALSO HAVE SUCH A BROTHER, THAT HE SHALL HIMSELF OBTAIN MY PRIESTHOOD, AND HIS POSTERITY SHALL HAVE IT AFTER HIM TO THE END OF THE WORLD. 
4. WHEN THE VISION HAD INFORMED HIM OF THESE THINGS, AMRAM AWAKED AND TOLD IT TO JOCHEBED WHO WAS HIS WIFE. AND NOW THE FEAR INCREASED UPON THEM ON ACCOUNT OF THE PREDICTION IN AMRAM'S DREAM; FOR THEY WERE UNDER CONCERN, NOT ONLY FOR THE CHILD, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF THE GREAT HAPPINESS THAT WAS TO COME TO HIM ALSO. HOWEVER, THE MOTHER'S LABOR WAS SUCH AS AFFORDED A CONFIRMATION TO WHAT WAS FORETOLD BY GOD; FOR IT WAS NOT KNOWN TO THOSE THAT WATCHED HER, BY THE EASINESS OF HER PAINS, AND BECAUSE THE THROES OF HER DELIVERY DID NOT FALL UPON HER WITH VIOLENCE. AND NOW THEY NOURISHED THE CHILD AT HOME PRIVATELY FOR THREE MONTHS; BUT AFTER THAT TIME AMRAM, FEARING HE SHOULD BE DISCOVERED, AND, BY FALLING UNDER THE KING'S DISPLEASURE, BOTH HE AND HIS CHILD SHOULD PERISH, AND SO HE SHOULD MAKE THE PROMISE OF GOD OF NONE EFFECT, HE DETERMINED RATHER TO TRUST THE SAFETY AND CARE OF THE CHILD TO GOD, THAN TO DEPEND ON HIS OWN CONCEALMENT OF HIM, WHICH HE LOOKED UPON AS A THING UNCERTAIN, AND WHEREBY BOTH THE CHILD, SO PRIVATELY TO BE NOURISHED, AND HIMSELF SHOULD BE IN IMMINENT DANGER; BUT HE BELIEVED THAT GOD WOULD SOME WAY FOR CERTAIN PROCURE THE SAFETY OF THE CHILD, IN ORDER TO SECURE THE TRUTH OF HIS OWN PREDICTIONS. WHEN THEY HAD THUS DETERMINED, THEY MADE AN ARK OF BULRUSHES, AFTER THE MANNER OF A CRADLE, AND OF A BIGNESS SUFFICIENT FOR AN INFANT TO BE LAID IN, WITHOUT BEING TOO STRAITENED: THEY THEN DAUBED IT OVER WITH SLIME, WHICH WOULD NATURALLY KEEP OUT THE WATER FROM ENTERING BETWEEN THE BULRUSHES, AND PUT THE INFANT INTO IT, AND SETTING IT AFLOAT UPON THE RIVER, THEY LEFT ITS PRESERVATION TO GOD; SO THE RIVER RECEIVED THE CHILD, AND CARRIED HIM ALONG. BUT MIRIAM, THE CHILD'S SISTER, PASSED ALONG UPON THE BANK OVER AGAINST HIM, AS HER MOTHER HAD BID HER, TO SEE WHITHER THE ARK WOULD BE CARRIED, WHERE GOD DEMONSTRATED THAT HUMAN WISDOM WAS NOTHING, BUT THAT THE SUPREME BEING IS ABLE TO DO WHATSOEVER HE PLEASES: THAT THOSE WHO, IN ORDER TO THEIR OWN SECURITY, CONDEMN OTHERS TO DESTRUCTION, AND USE GREAT ENDEAVORS ABOUT IT, FAIL OF THEIR PURPOSE; BUT THAT OTHERS ARE IN A SURPRISING MANNER PRESERVED, AND OBTAIN A PROSPEROUS CONDITION ALMOST FROM THE VERY MIDST OF THEIR CALAMITIES; THOSE, I MEAN, WHOSE DANGERS ARISE BY THE APPOINTMENT OF GOD. AND, INDEED, SUCH A PROVIDENCE WAS EXERCISED IN THE CASE OF THIS CHILD, AS SHOWED THE POWER OF GOD. 
5. THERMUTHIS WAS THE KING'S DAUGHTER. SHE WAS NOW DIVERTING HERSELF BY THE BANKS OF THE RIVER; AND SEEING A CRADLE BORNE ALONG BY THE CURRENT, SHE SENT SOME THAT COULD SWIM, AND BID THEM BRING THE CRADLE TO HER. WHEN THOSE THAT WERE SENT ON THIS ERRAND CAME TO HER WITH THE CRADLE, AND SHE SAW THE LITTLE CHILD, SHE WAS GREATLY IN LOVE WITH IT, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS LARGENESS AND BEAUTY; FOR GOD HAD TAKEN SUCH GREAT CARE IN THE FORMATION OF MOSES, THAT HE CAUSED HIM TO BE THOUGHT WORTHY OF BRINGING UP, AND PROVIDING FOR, BY ALL THOSE THAT HAD TAKEN THE MOST FATAL RESOLUTIONS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE DREAD OF HIS NATIVITY, FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE REST OF THE HEBREW NATION. THERMUTHIS BID THEM BRING HER A WOMAN THAT MIGHT AFFORD HER BREAST TO THE CHILD; YET WOULD NOT THE CHILD ADMIT OF HER BREAST, BUT TURNED AWAY FROM IT, AND DID THE LIKE TO MANY OTHER WOMEN. NOW MIRIAM WAS BY WHEN THIS HAPPENED, NOT TO APPEAR TO BE THERE ON PURPOSE, BUT ONLY AS STAYING TO SEE THE CHILD; AND SHE SAID, "IT IS IN VAIN THAT THOU, O QUEEN, CALLEST FOR THESE WOMEN FOR THE NOURISHING OF THE CHILD, WHO ARE NO WAY OF KIN TO IT; BUT STILL, IF THOU WILT ORDER ONE OF THE HEBREW WOMEN TO BE BROUGHT, PERHAPS IT MAY ADMIT THE BREAST OF ONE OF ITS OWN NATION." NOW SINCE SHE SEEMED TO SPEAK WELL, THERMUTHIS BID HER PROCURE SUCH A ONE, AND TO BRING ONE OF THOSE HEBREW WOMEN THAT GAVE SUCK. SO, WHEN SHE HAD SUCH AUTHORITY GIVEN HER, SHE CAME BACK AND BROUGHT THE MOTHER, WHO WAS KNOWN TO NOBODY THERE. AND NOW THE CHILD GLADLY ADMITTED THE BREAST, AND SEEMED TO STICK CLOSE TO IT; AND SO, IT WAS, THAT, AT THE QUEEN'S DESIRE, THE NURSING OF THE CHILD WAS ENTIRELY INTRUSTED TO THE MOTHER. 
6. HEREUPON IT WAS THAT THERMUTHIS IMPOSED THIS NAME MOUSES UPON HIM, FROM WHAT HAD HAPPENED WHEN HE WAS PUT INTO THE RIVER; FOR THE EGYPTIANS CALL WATER BY THE NAME OF MO, AND SUCH AS ARE SAVED OUT OF IT, BY THE NAME OF USES: SO, BY PUTTING THESE TWO WORDS TOGETHER, THEY IMPOSED THIS NAME UPON HIM. AND HE WAS, BY THE CONFESSION OF ALL, ACCORDING TO GOD'S PREDICTION, AS WELL FOR HIS GREATNESS OF MIND AS FOR HIS CONTEMPT OF DIFFICULTIES, THE BEST OF ALL THE HEBREWS, FOR ABRAHAM WAS HIS ANCESTOR OF THE SEVENTH GENERATION. FOR MOSES WAS THE SON OF AMRAM, WHO WAS THE SON OF CAATH, WHOSE FATHER LEVI WAS THE SON OF JACOB, WHO WAS THE SON OF ISAAC, WHO WAS THE SON OF ABRAHAM. NOW MOSES'S UNDERSTANDING BECAME SUPERIOR TO HIS AGE, NAY, FAR BEYOND THAT STANDARD; AND WHEN HE WAS TAUGHT, HE DISCOVERED GREATER QUICKNESS OF APPREHENSION THAN WAS USUAL AT HIS AGE, AND HIS ACTIONS AT THAT TIME PROMISED GREATER, WHEN HE SHOULD COME TO THE AGE OF A MAN. GOD DID ALSO GIVE HIM THAT TALLNESS, WHEN HE WAS BUT THREE YEARS OLD, AS WAS WONDERFUL. AND AS FOR HIS BEAUTY, THERE WAS NOBODY SO UNPOLITE AS, WHEN THEY SAW MOSES, THEY WERE NOT GREATLY SURPRISED AT THE BEAUTY OF HIS COUNTENANCE; NAY, IT HAPPENED FREQUENTLY, THAT THOSE THAT MET HIM AS HE WAS CARRIED ALONG THE ROAD, WERE OBLIGED TO TURN AGAIN UPON SEEING THE CHILD; THAT THEY LEFT WHAT THEY WERE ABOUT, AND STOOD STILL A GREAT WHILE TO LOOK ON HIM; FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE CHILD WAS SO REMARKABLE AND NATURAL TO HIM ON MANY ACCOUNTS, THAT IT DETAINED THE SPECTATORS, AND MADE THEM STAY LONGER TO LOOK UPON HIM. 
7. THERMUTHIS THEREFORE PERCEIVING HIM TO BE SO REMARKABLE A CHILD, ADOPTED HIM FOR HER SON, HAVING NO CHILD OF HER OWN. AND WHEN ONE TIME HAD CARRIED MOSES TO HER FATHER, SHE SHOWED HIM TO HIM, AND SAID SHE THOUGHT TO MAKE HIM HER SUCCESSOR, IF IT SHOULD PLEASE GOD SHE SHOULD HAVE NO LEGITIMATE CHILD OF HER OWN; AND TO HIM, "I HAVE BROUGHT UP A CHILD WHO IS OF A DIVINE FORM, AND OF A GENEROUS MIND; AND AS I HAVE RECEIVED HIM FROM THE BOUNTY OF THE RIVER, IN , I THOUGHT PROPER TO ADOPT HIM MY SON, AND THE HEIR OF THY KINGDOM." AND SHE HAD SAID THIS, SHE PUT THE INFANT INTO HER FATHER'S HANDS: SO HE TOOK HIM, AND HUGGED HIM TO HIS BREAST; AND ON HIS DAUGHTER'S ACCOUNT, IN A PLEASANT WAY, PUT HIS DIADEM UPON HIS HEAD; BUT MOSES THREW IT DOWN TO THE GROUND, AND, IN A PUERILE MOOD, HE WREATHED IT ROUND, AND TROD UPON HIS FEET, WHICH SEEMED TO BRING ALONG WITH EVIL PRESAGE CONCERNING THE KINGDOM OF EGYPT. BUT WHEN THE SACRED SCRIBE SAW THIS, (HE WAS THE PERSON WHO FORETOLD THAT HIS NATIVITY WOULD THE DOMINION OF THAT KINGDOM LOW,) HE MADE A VIOLENT ATTEMPT TO KILL HIM; AND CRYING OUT IN A FRIGHTFUL MANNER, HE SAID, "THIS, O KING! THIS CHILD IS HE OF WHOM GOD FORETOLD, THAT IF WE KILL HIM WE SHALL BE IN NO DANGER; HE HIMSELF AFFORDS AN ATTESTATION TO THE PREDICTION OF THE SAME THING, BY HIS TRAMPLING UPON THY GOVERNMENT, AND TREADING UPON THY DIADEM. TAKE HIM, THEREFORE, OUT OF THE WAY, AND DELIVER THE EGYPTIANS FROM THE FEAR THEY ARE IN ABOUT HIM; AND DEPRIVE THE HEBREWS OF THE HOPE THEY HAVE OF BEING ENCOURAGED BY HIM." BUT THERMUTHIS PREVENTED HIM, AND SNATCHED THE CHILD AWAY. AND THE KING WAS NOT HASTY TO SLAY HIM, GOD HIMSELF, WHOSE PROVIDENCE PROTECTED MOSES, INCLINING THE KING TO SPARE HIM. HE WAS, THEREFORE, EDUCATED WITH GREAT CARE. SO, THE HEBREWS DEPENDED ON HIM, AND WERE OF GOOD HOPES GREAT THINGS WOULD BE DONE BY HIM; BUT THE EGYPTIANS WERE SUSPICIOUS OF WHAT WOULD FOLLOW SUCH HIS EDUCATION. YET BECAUSE, IF MOSES HAD BEEN SLAIN, THERE WAS NO ONE, EITHER AKIN OR ADOPTED, THAT HAD ANY ORACLE ON HIS SIDE FOR PRETENDING TO THE CROWN OF EGYPT, AND LIKELY TO BE OF GREATER ADVANTAGE TO THEM, THEY ABSTAINED FROM KILLING HIM. 
CHAPTER 10. HOW MOSES MADE WAR WITH THE ETHIOPIANS. 
1. MOSES, THEREFORE, WHEN HE WAS BORN, AND BROUGHT UP IN THE FOREGOING MANNER, AND CAME TO THE AGE OF MATURITY, MADE HIS VIRTUE MANIFEST TO THE EGYPTIANS; AND SHOWED THAT HE WAS BORN FOR THE BRINGING THEM DOWN, AND RAISING THE ISRAELITES. AND THE OCCASION HE LAID HOLD OF WAS THIS: - THE ETHIOPIANS, WHO ARE NEXT NEIGHBORS TO THE EGYPTIANS, MADE AN INROAD INTO THEIR COUNTRY, WHICH THEY SEIZED UPON, AND CARRIED OFF THE EFFECTS OF THE EGYPTIANS, WHO, IN THEIR RAGE, FOUGHT AGAINST THEM, AND REVENGED THE AFFRONTS THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM THEM; BUT BEING OVERCOME IN BATTLE, SOME OF THEM WERE SLAIN, AND THE REST RAN AWAY IN A SHAMEFUL MANNER, AND BY THAT MEANS SAVED THEMSELVES; WHEREUPON THE ETHIOPIANS FOLLOWED AFTER THEM IN THE PURSUIT, AND THINKING THAT IT WOULD BE A MARK OF COWARDICE IF THEY DID NOT SUBDUE ALL EGYPT, THEY WENT ON TO SUBDUE THE REST WITH GREATER VEHEMENCE; AND WHEN THEY HAD TASTED THE SWEETS OF THE COUNTRY, THEY NEVER LEFT OFF THE PROSECUTION OF THE WAR: AND AS THE NEAREST PARTS HAD NOT COURAGE ENOUGH AT FIRST TO FIGHT WITH THEM, THEY PROCEEDED AS FAR AS MEMPHIS, AND THE SEA ITSELF, WHILE NOT ONE OF THE CITIES WAS ABLE TO OPPOSE THEM. THE EGYPTIANS, UNDER THIS SAD OPPRESSION, BETOOK THEMSELVES TO THEIR ORACLES AND PROPHECIES; AND WHEN GOD HAD GIVEN THEM THIS COUNSEL, TO MAKE USE OF MOSES THE HEBREW, AND TAKE HIS ASSISTANCE, THE KING COMMANDED HIS DAUGHTER TO PRODUCE HIM, THAT HE MIGHT BE THE GENERAL OF THEIR ARMY. UPON WHICH, WHEN SHE HAD MADE HIM SWEAR, HE WOULD DO HIM NO HARM, SHE DELIVERED HIM TO THE KING, AND SUPPOSED HIS ASSISTANCE WOULD BE OF GREAT ADVANTAGE TO THEM. SHE WITHAL REPROACHED THE PRIEST, WHO, WHEN THEY HAD BEFORE ADMONISHED THE EGYPTIANS TO KILL HIM, WAS NOT ASHAMED NOW TO OWN THEIR WANT OF HIS HELP. 
2. SO MOSES, AT THE PERSUASION BOTH OF THERMUTHIS AND THE KING HIMSELF, CHEERFULLY UNDERTOOK THE BUSINESS: AND THE SACRED SCRIBES OF BOTH NATIONS WERE GLAD; THOSE OF THE EGYPTIANS, THAT THEY SHOULD AT ONCE OVERCOME THEIR ENEMIES BY HIS VALOR, AND THAT BY THE SAME PIECE OF MANAGEMENT MOSES WOULD BE SLAIN; BUT THOSE OF THE HEBREWS, THAT THEY SHOULD ESCAPE FROM THE EGYPTIANS, BECAUSE MOSES WAS TO BE THEIR GENERAL. BUT MOSES PREVENTED THE ENEMIES, AND TOOK AND LED HIS ARMY BEFORE THOSE ENEMIES WERE APPRIZED OF HIS ATTACKING THEM; FOR HE DID NOT MARCH BY THE RIVER, BUT BY LAND, WHERE HE GAVE A WONDERFUL DEMONSTRATION OF HIS SAGACITY; FOR WHEN THE GROUND WAS DIFFICULT TO BE PASSED OVER, BECAUSE OF THE MULTITUDE OF SERPENTS, (WHICH IT PRODUCES IN VAST NUMBERS, AND, INDEED, IS SINGULAR IN SOME OF THOSE PRODUCTIONS, WHICH OTHER COUNTRIES DO NOT BREED, AND YET SUCH AS ARE WORSE THAN OTHERS IN POWER AND MISCHIEF, AND AN UNUSUAL FIERCENESS OF SIGHT, SOME OF WHICH ASCEND OUT OF THE GROUND UNSEEN, AND ALSO FLY IN THE AIR, AND SO COME UPON MEN AT UNAWARES, AND DO THEM A MISCHIEF,) MOSES INVENTED A WONDERFUL STRATAGEM TO PRESERVE THE ARMY SAFE, AND WITHOUT HURT; FOR HE MADE BASKETS, LIKE UNTO ARKS, OF SEDGE, AND FILLED THEM WITH IBES, AND CARRIED THEM ALONG WITH THEM; WHICH ANIMAL IS THE GREATEST ENEMY TO SERPENTS IMAGINABLE, FOR THEY FLY FROM THEM WHEN THEY COME NEAR THEM; AND AS THEY FLY THEY ARE CAUGHT AND DEVOURED BY THEM, AS IF IT WERE DONE BY THE HARTS; BUT THE IBES ARE TAME CREATURES, AND ONLY ENEMIES TO THE SERPENTINE KIND: BUT ABOUT THESE IBES I SAY NO MORE AT PRESENT, SINCE THE GREEKS THEMSELVES ARE NOT UNACQUAINTED WITH THIS SORT OF BIRD. AS SOON, THEREFORE, AS MOSES WAS COME TO THE LAND WHICH WAS THE BREEDER OF THESE SERPENTS, HE LET LOOSE THE IBES, AND BY THEIR MEANS REPELLED THE SERPENTINE KIND, AND USED THEM FOR HIS ASSISTANTS BEFORE THE ARMY CAME UPON THAT GROUND. WHEN HE HAD THEREFORE PROCEEDED THUS ON HIS JOURNEY, HE CAME UPON THE ETHIOPIANS BEFORE THEY EXPECTED HIM; AND, JOINING BATTLE WITH THEM, HE BEAT THEM, AND DEPRIVED THEM OF THE HOPES THEY HAD OF SUCCESS AGAINST THE EGYPTIANS, AND WENT ON IN OVERTHROWING THEIR CITIES, AND INDEED MADE A GREAT SLAUGHTER OF THESE ETHIOPIANS. NOW WHEN THE EGYPTIAN ARMY HAD ONCE TASTED OF THIS PROSPEROUS SUCCESS, BY THE MEANS OF MOSES, THEY DID NOT SLACKEN THEIR DILIGENCE, INSOMUCH THAT THE ETHIOPIANS WERE IN DANGER OF BEING REDUCED TO SLAVERY, AND ALL SORTS OF DESTRUCTION; AND AT LENGTH THEY RETIRED TO SABA, WHICH WAS A ROYAL CITY OF ETHIOPIA, WHICH CAMBYSES AFTERWARDS NAMED MERO, AFTER THE NAME OF HIS OWN SISTER. THE PLACE WAS TO BE BESIEGED WITH VERY GREAT DIFFICULTY, SINCE IT WAS BOTH ENCOMPASSED BY THE NILE QUITE ROUND, AND THE OTHER RIVERS, ASTAPUS AND ASTABORAS, MADE IT A VERY DIFFICULT THING FOR SUCH AS ATTEMPTED TO PASS OVER THEM; FOR THE CITY WAS SITUATE IN A RETIRED PLACE, AND WAS INHABITED AFTER THE MANNER OF AN ISLAND, BEING ENCOMPASSED WITH A STRONG WALL, AND HAVING THE RIVERS TO GUARD THEM FROM THEIR ENEMIES, AND HAVING GREAT RAMPARTS BETWEEN THE WALL AND THE RIVERS, INSOMUCH, THAT WHEN THE WATERS COME WITH THE GREATEST VIOLENCE, IT CAN NEVER BE DROWNED; WHICH RAMPARTS MAKE IT NEXT TO IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVEN SUCH AS ARE GOTTEN OVER THE RIVERS TO TAKE THE CITY. HOWEVER, WHILE MOSES WAS UNEASY AT THE ARMY'S LYING IDLE, (FOR THE ENEMIES DURST NOT COME TO A BATTLE,) THIS ACCIDENT HAPPENED: - THARBIS WAS THE DAUGHTER OF THE KING OF THE ETHIOPIANS: SHE HAPPENED TO SEE MOSES AS HE LED THE ARMY NEAR THE WALLS, AND FOUGHT WITH GREAT COURAGE; AND ADMIRING THE SUBTILITY OF HIS UNDERTAKINGS, AND BELIEVING HIM TO BE THE AUTHOR OF THE EGYPTIANS' SUCCESS, WHEN THEY HAD BEFORE DESPAIRED OF RECOVERING THEIR LIBERTY, AND TO BE THE OCCASION OF THE GREAT DANGER THE ETHIOPIANS WERE IN, WHEN THEY HAD BEFORE BOASTED OF THEIR GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS, SHE FELL DEEPLY IN LOVE WITH HIM; AND UPON THE PREVALENCY OF THAT PASSION, SENT TO HIM THE MOST FAITHFUL OF ALL HER SERVANTS TO DISCOURSE WITH HIM ABOUT THEIR MARRIAGE. HE THEREUPON ACCEPTED THE OFFER, ON CONDITION SHE WOULD PROCURE THE DELIVERING UP OF THE CITY; AND GAVE HER THE ASSURANCE OF AN OATH TO TAKE HER TO HIS WIFE; AND THAT WHEN HE HAD ONCE TAKEN POSSESSION OF THE CITY, HE WOULD NOT BREAK HIS OATH TO HER. NO SOONER WAS THE AGREEMENT MADE, BUT IT TOOK EFFECT IMMEDIATELY; AND WHEN MOSES HAD CUT OFF THE ETHIOPIANS, HE GAVE THANKS TO GOD, AND CONSUMMATED HIS MARRIAGE, AND LED THE EGYPTIANS BACK TO THEIR OWN LAND. 
CHAPTER 11. HOW MOSES FLED OUT OF EGYPT INTO MIDIAN. 
1. NOW THE EGYPTIANS, AFTER THEY HAD BEEN PRESERVED BY MOSES, ENTERTAINED A HATRED TO HIM, AND WERE VERY EAGER IN COMPASSING THEIR DESIGNS AGAINST HIM, AS SUSPECTING THAT HE WOULD TAKE OCCASION, FROM HIS GOOD SUCCESS, TO RAISE A SEDITION, AND BRING INNOVATIONS INTO EGYPT; AND TOLD THE KING HE OUGHT TO BE SLAIN. THE KING HAD ALSO SOME INTENTIONS OF HIMSELF TO THE SAME PURPOSE, AND THIS AS WELL OUT OF ENVY AT HIS GLORIOUS EXPEDITION AT THE HEAD OF HIS ARMY, AS OUT OF FEAR OF BEING BROUGHT LOW BY HIM AND BEING INSTIGATED BY THE SACRED SCRIBES, HE WAS READY TO UNDERTAKE TO KILL MOSES: BUT WHEN HE HAD LEARNED BEFOREHAND WHAT PLOTS THERE WERE AGAINST HIM, HE WENT AWAY PRIVATELY; AND BECAUSE THE PUBLIC ROADS WERE WATCHED, HE TOOK HIS FLIGHT THROUGH THE DESERTS, AND WHERE HIS ENEMIES COULD NOT SUSPECT HE WOULD TRAVEL; AND, THOUGH HE WAS DESTITUTE OF FOOD, HE WENT ON, AND DESPISED THAT DIFFICULTY COURAGEOUSLY; AND WHEN HE CAME TO THE CITY MIDIAN, WHICH LAY UPON THE RED SEA, AND WAS SO DENOMINATED FROM ONE OF ABRAHAM'S SONS BY KETURAH, HE SAT UPON A CERTAIN WELL, AND RESTED HIMSELF THERE AFTER HIS LABORIOUS JOURNEY, AND THE AFFLICTION HE HAD BEEN IN. IT WAS NOT FAR FROM THE CITY, AND THE TIME OF THE DAY WAS NOON, WHERE HE HAD AN OCCASION OFFERED HIM BY THE CUSTOM OF THE COUNTRY OF DOING WHAT RECOMMENDED HIS VIRTUE, AND AFFORDED HIM AN OPPORTUNITY OF BETTERING HIS CIRCUMSTANCES. 
2. FOR THAT COUNTRY HAVING BUT LITTLE WATER, THE SHEPHERDS USED TO SEIZE ON THE WELLS BEFORE OTHERS CAME, LEST THEIR FLOCKS SHOULD WANT WATER, AND LEST IT SHOULD BE SPENT BY OTHERS BEFORE THEY CAME. THERE WERE NOW COME, THEREFORE, TO THIS WELL SEVEN SISTERS THAT WERE VIRGINS, THE DAUGHTERS OF RAGUEL, A PRIEST, AND ONE THOUGHT WORTHY BY THE PEOPLE OF THE COUNTRY OF GREAT HONOR. THESE VIRGINS, WHO TOOK CARE OF THEIR FATHER'S FLOCKS, WHICH SORT OF WORK IT WAS CUSTOMARY AND VERY FAMILIAR FOR WOMEN TO DO IN THE COUNTRY OF THE TROGLODYTES, THEY CAME FIRST OF ALL, AND DREW WATER OUT OF THE WELL IN A QUANTITY SUFFICIENT FOR THEIR FLOCKS, INTO TROUGHS, WHICH WERE MADE FOR THE RECEPTION OF THAT WATER; BUT WHEN THE SHEPHERDS CAME UPON THE MAIDENS, AND DROVE THEM AWAY, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE THE COMMAND OF THE WATER THEMSELVES, MOSES, THINKING IT WOULD BE A TERRIBLE REPROACH UPON HIM IF HE OVERLOOKED THE YOUNG WOMEN UNDER UNJUST OPPRESSION, AND SHOULD SUFFER THE VIOLENCE OF THE MEN TO PREVAIL OVER THE RIGHT OF THE MAIDENS, HE DROVE AWAY THE MEN, WHO HAD A MIND TO MORE THAN THEIR SHARE, AND AFFORDED A PROPER ASSISTANCE TO THE WOMEN; WHO, WHEN THEY HAD RECEIVED SUCH A BENEFIT FROM HIM, CAME TO THEIR FATHER, AND TOLD HIM HOW THEY HAD BEEN AFFRONTED BY THE SHEPHERDS, AND ASSISTED BY A STRANGER, AND ENTREATED THAT HE WOULD NOT LET THIS GENEROUS ACTION BE DONE IN VAIN, NOR GO WITHOUT A REWARD. NOW THE FATHER TOOK IT WELL FROM HIS DAUGHTERS THAT THEY WERE SO DESIROUS TO REWARD THEIR BENEFACTOR; AND BID THEM BRING MOSES INTO HIS PRESENCE, THAT HE MIGHT BE REWARDED AS HE DESERVED. AND WHEN MOSES CAME, HE TOLD HIM WHAT TESTIMONY HIS DAUGHTERS BARE TO HIM, THAT HE HAD ASSISTED THEM; AND THAT, AS HE ADMIRED HIM FOR HIS VIRTUE, HE SAID THAT MOSES HAD BESTOWED SUCH HIS ASSISTANCE ON PERSONS NOT INSENSIBLE OF BENEFITS, BUT WHERE THEY WERE BOTH ABLE AND WILLING TO RETURN THE KINDNESS, AND EVEN TO EXCEED THE MEASURE OF HIS GENEROSITY. SO, HE MADE HIM HIS SON, AND GAVE HIM ONE OF HIS DAUGHTERS IN MARRIAGE; AND APPOINTED HIM TO BE THE GUARDIAN AND SUPERINTENDENT OVER HIS CATTLE; FOR OF OLD, ALL THE WEALTH OF THE BARBARIANS WAS IN THOSE CATTLE. 
CHAPTER 12. CONCERNING THE BURNING BUSH AND THE ROD OF MOSES. 
1. NOW MOSES, WHEN HE HAD OBTAINED THE FAVOR OF JETHRO, FOR THAT WAS ONE OF THE NAMES OF RAGUEL, STAID THERE AND FED HIS FLOCK; BUT SOME TIME AFTERWARD, TAKING HIS STATION AT THE MOUNTAIN CALLED SINAI, HE DROVE HIS FLOCKS THITHER TO FEED THEM. NOW THIS IS THE HIGHEST OF ALL THE MOUNTAINS THEREABOUT, AND THE BEST FOR PASTURAGE, THE HERBAGE BEING THERE GOOD; AND IT HAD NOT BEEN BEFORE FED UPON, BECAUSE OF THE OPINION MEN HAD THAT GOD DWELT THERE, THE SHEPHERDS NOT DARING TO ASCEND UP TO IT; AND HERE IT WAS THAT A WONDERFUL PRODIGY HAPPENED TO MOSES; FOR A FIRE FED UPON A THORN BUSH, YET DID THE GREEN LEAVES AND THE FLOWERS CONTINUE UNTOUCHED, AND THE FIRE DID NOT AT ALL CONSUME THE FRUIT BRANCHES, ALTHOUGH THE FLAME WAS GREAT AND FIERCE. MOSES WAS AFFRIGHTED AT THIS STRANGE SIGHT, AS IT WAS TO HIM; BUT HE WAS STILL MORE ASTONISHED WHEN THE FIRE UTTERED A VOICE, AND CALLED TO HIM BY NAME, AND SPOKE WORDS TO HIM, BY WHICH IT SIGNIFIED HOW BOLD HE HAD BEEN IN VENTURING TO COME INTO A PLACE WHITHER NO MAN HAD EVER COME BEFORE, BECAUSE THE PLACE WAS DIVINE; AND ADVISED HIM TO REMOVE A GREAT WAY OFF FROM THE FLAME, AND TO BE CONTENTED WITH WHAT HE HAD SEEN; AND THOUGH HE WERE HIMSELF A GOOD MAN, AND THE OFFSPRING OF GREAT MEN, YET THAT HE SHOULD NOT PRY ANY FURTHER; AND HE FORETOLD TO HIM, THAT HE SHOULD HAVE GLORY AND HONOR AMONG MEN, BY THE BLESSING OF GOD UPON HIM. HE ALSO COMMANDED HIM TO GO AWAY THENCE WITH CONFIDENCE TO EGYPT, IN ORDER TO HIS BEING THE COMMANDER AND CONDUCTOR OF THE BODY OF THE HEBREWS, AND TO HIS DELIVERING HIS OWN PEOPLE FROM THE INJURIES THEY SUFFERED THERE: "FOR," SAID GOD, "THEY SHALL INHABIT THIS HAPPY LAND WHICH YOUR FOREFATHER ABRAHAM INHABITED, AND SHALL HAVE THE ENJOYMENT OF ALL GOOD THINGS." BUT STILL HE ENJOINED THEM, WHEN HE BROUGHT THE HEBREWS OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, TO COME TO THAT PLACE, AND TO OFFER SACRIFICES OF THANKSGIVING THERE, SUCH WERE THE DIVINE ORACLES WHICH WERE DELIVERED OUT OF THE FIRE. 
2. BUT MOSES WAS ASTONISHED AT WHAT HE SAW, AND MUCH MORE AT WHAT HE HEARD; AND HE SAID, "I THINK IT WOULD BE AN INSTANCE OF TOO GREAT MADNESS, O LORD, FOR ONE OF THAT REGARD I BEAR TO THEE, TO DISTRUST THY POWER, SINCE I MYSELF ADORE IT, AND KNOW THAT IT HAS BEEN MADE MANIFEST TO MY PROGENITORS: BUT I AM STILL IN DOUBT HOW I, WHO AM A PRIVATE MAN, AND ONE OF NO ABILITIES, SHOULD EITHER PERSUADE MY OWN COUNTRYMEN TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY THEY NOW INHABIT, AND TO FOLLOW ME TO A LAND WHITHER I LEAD THEM; OR, IF THEY SHOULD BE PERSUADED, HOW CAN I FORCE PHARAOH TO PERMIT THEM TO DEPART, SINCE THEY AUGMENT THEIR OWN WEALTH AND PROSPERITY BY THE LABORS AND WORKS, THEY PUT UPON THEM?" 
3. BUT GOD PERSUADED HIM TO BE COURAGEOUS ON ALL OCCASIONS, AND PROMISED TO BE WITH HIM, AND TO ASSIST HIM IN HIS WORDS, WHEN HE WAS TO PERSUADE MEN; AND IN HIS DEEDS, WHEN HE WAS TO PERFORM WONDERS. HE BID HIM ALSO TO TAKE A SIGNAL OF THE TRUTH OF WHAT HE SAID, BY THROWING HIS ROD UPON THE GROUND, WHICH, WHEN HE HAD DONE, IT CREPT ALONG, AND WAS BECOME A SERPENT, AND ROLLED ITSELF ROUND IN ITS FOLDS, AND ERECTED ITS HEAD, AS READY TO REVENGE ITSELF ON SUCH AS SHOULD ASSAULT IT; AFTER WHICH IT BECOME A ROD AGAIN AS IT WAS BEFORE. AFTER THIS GOD BID MOSES TO PUT HIS RIGHT HAND INTO HIS BOSOM: HE OBEYED, AND WHEN HE TOOK IT OUT IT WAS WHITE, AND IN COLOR LIKE TO CHALK, BUT AFTERWARD IT RETURNED TO ITS WONTED COLOR AGAIN. HE ALSO, UPON GOD'S COMMAND, TOOK SOME OF THE WATER THAT WAS NEAR HIM, AND POURED IT UPON THE GROUND, AND SAW THE COLOR WAS THAT OF BLOOD. UPON THE WONDER THAT MOSES SHOWED AT THESE SIGNS, GOD EXHORTED HIM TO BE OF GOOD COURAGE, AND TO BE ASSURED THAT HE WOULD BE THE GREATEST SUPPORT TO HIM; AND BID HIM MAKE USE OF THOSE SIGNS, IN ORDER TO OBTAIN BELIEF AMONG ALL MEN, THAT "THOU ART SENT BY ME, AND DOST ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO MY COMMANDS. ACCORDINGLY, I ENJOIN THEE TO MAKE NO MORE DELAYS, BUT TO MAKE HASTE TO EGYPT, AND TO TRAVEL NIGHT AND DAY, AND NOT TO DRAW OUT THE TIME, AND SO MAKE THE SLAVERY OF THE HEBREWS AND THEIR SUFFERINGS TO LAST THE LONGER." 
4. MOSES HAVING NOW SEEN AND HEARD THESE WONDERS THAT ASSURED HIM OF THE TRUTH OF THESE PROMISES OF GOD, HAD NO ROOM LEFT HIM TO DISBELIEVE THEM: HE ENTREATED HIM TO GRANT HIM THAT POWER WHEN HE SHOULD BE IN EGYPT; AND BESOUGHT HIM TO VOUCHSAFE HIM THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS OWN NAME; AND SINCE HE HAD HEARD AND SEEN HIM, THAT HE WOULD ALSO TELL HIM HIS NAME, THAT WHEN HE OFFERED SACRIFICE HE MIGHT INVOKE HIM BY SUCH HIS NAME IN HIS OBLATIONS. WHEREUPON GOD DECLARED TO HIM HIS HOLY NAME, WHICH HAD NEVER BEEN DISCOVERED TO MEN BEFORE; CONCERNING WHICH IT IS NOT LAWFUL FOR ME TO SAY ANY MORE NOW THESE SIGNS ACCOMPANIED MOSES, NOT THEN ONLY, BUT ALWAYS WHEN HE PRAYED FOR THEM: OF ALL WHICH SIGNS HE ATTRIBUTED THE FIRMEST ASSENT TO THE FIRE IN THE BUSH; AND BELIEVING THAT GOD WOULD BE A GRACIOUS SUPPORTER TO HIM, HE HOPED HE SHOULD BE ABLE TO DELIVER HIS OWN NATION, AND BRING CALAMITIES ON THE EGYPTIANS. 
CHAPTER 13. HOW MOSES AND AARON RETURNED INTO EGYPT TO PHARAOH. 
1. SO MOSES, WHEN HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE PHARAOH, IN WHOSE REIGN HE FLED AWAY, WAS DEAD, ASKED LEAVE OF RAGUEL TO GO TO EGYPT, FOR THE BENEFIT OF HIS OWN PEOPLE. AND HE TOOK WITH HIM ZIPPORAH, THE DAUGHTER OF RAGUEL, WHOM HE HAD MARRIED, AND THE CHILDREN HE HAD BY HER, GERSOM AND ELEAZER, AND MADE HASTE INTO EGYPT. NOW THE FORMER OF THOSE NAMES, GERSOM, IN THE HEBREW TONGUE, SIGNIFIES THAT HE WAS IN A STRANGE LAND; AND ELEAZER, THAT, BY THE ASSISTANCE OF THE GOD OF HIS FATHERS, HE HAD ESCAPED FROM THE EGYPTIANS. NOW WHEN THEY WERE NEAR THE BORDERS, AARON HIS BROTHER, BY THE COMMAND OF GOD, MET HIM, TO WHOM HE DECLARED WHAT HAD BEFALLEN HIM AT THE MOUNTAIN, AND THE COMMANDS THAT GOD HAD GIVEN HIM. BUT AS THEY WERE GOING FORWARD, THE CHIEF MEN AMONG THE HEBREWS, HAVING LEARNED THAT THEY WERE COMING, MET THEM: TO WHOM MOSES DECLARED THE SIGNS HE HAD SEEN; AND WHILE THEY COULD NOT BELIEVE THEM, HE MADE THEM SEE THEM, SO THEY TOOK COURAGE AT THESE SURPRISING AND UNEXPECTED SIGHTS, AND HOPED WELL OF THEIR ENTIRE DELIVERANCE, AS BELIEVING NOW THAT GOD TOOK CARE OF THEIR PRESERVATION. 
2. SINCE THEN MOSES FOUND THAT THE HEBREWS WOULD BE OBEDIENT TO WHATSOEVER HE SHOULD DIRECT, AS THEY PROMISED TO BE, AND WERE IN LOVE WITH LIBERTY, HE CAME TO THE KING, WHO HAD INDEED BUT LATELY RECEIVED THE GOVERNMENT, AND TOLD HIM HOW MUCH HE HAD DONE FOR THE GOOD OF THE EGYPTIANS, WHEN THEY WERE DESPISED BY THE ETHIOPIANS, AND THEIR COUNTRY LAID WASTE BY THEM; AND HOW HE HAD BEEN THE COMMANDER OF THEIR FORCES, AND HAD LABORED FOR THEM, AS IF THEY HAD BEEN HIS OWN PEOPLE AND HE INFORMED HIM IN WHAT DANGER HE HAD BEEN DURING THAT EXPEDITION, WITHOUT HAVING ANY PROPER RETURNS MADE HIM AS HE HAD DESERVED. HE ALSO INFORMED HIM DISTINCTLY WHAT THINGS HAPPENED TO HIM AT MOUNT SINAI; AND WHAT GOD SAID TO HIM; AND THE SIGNS THAT WERE DONE BY GOD, IN ORDER TO ASSURE HIM OF THE AUTHORITY OF THOSE COMMANDS WHICH HE HAD GIVEN HIM. HE ALSO EXHORTED HIM NOT TO DISBELIEVE WHAT HE TOLD HIM, NOR TO OPPOSE THE WILL OF GOD. 
3. BUT WHEN THE KING DERIDED MOSES; HE MADE HIM IN EARNEST SEE THE SIGNS THAT WERE DONE AT MOUNT SINAI. YET WAS THE KING VERY ANGRY WITH HIM AND CALLED HIM AN ILL MAN, WHO HAD FORMERLY RUN AWAY FROM HIS EGYPTIAN SLAVERY, AND CAME NOW BACK WITH DECEITFUL TRICKS, AND WONDERS, AND MAGICAL ARTS, TO ASTONISH HIM. AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE COMMANDED THE PRIESTS TO LET HIM SEE THE SAME WONDERFUL SIGHTS; AS KNOWING THAT THE EGYPTIANS WERE SKILLFUL IN THIS KIND OF LEARNING, AND THAT HE WAS NOT THE ONLY PERSON WHO KNEW THEM, AND PRETENDED THEM TO BE DIVINE; AS ALSO HE TOLD HIM, THAT WHEN HE BROUGHT SUCH WONDERFUL SIGHTS BEFORE HIM, HE WOULD ONLY BE BELIEVED BY THE UNLEARNED. NOW WHEN THE PRIESTS THREW DOWN THEIR RODS, THEY BECAME SERPENTS. BUT MOSES WAS NOT DAUNTED AT IT; AND SAID, "O KING, I DO NOT MYSELF DESPISE THE WISDOM OF THE EGYPTIANS, BUT I SAY THAT WHAT I DO IS SO MUCH SUPERIOR TO WHAT THESE DO BY MAGIC ARTS AND TRICKS, AS DIVINE POWER EXCEEDS THE POWER OF MAN: BUT I WILL DEMONSTRATE THAT WHAT I DO IS NOT DONE BY CRAFT, OR COUNTERFEITING WHAT IS NOT REALLY TRUE, BUT THAT THEY APPEAR BY THE PROVIDENCE AND POWER OF GOD." AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE CAST HIS ROD DOWN UPON THE GROUND, AND COMMANDED IT TO TURN ITSELF INTO A SERPENT. IT OBEYED HIM, AND WENT ALL ROUND, AND DEVOURED THE RODS OF THE EGYPTIANS, WHICH SEEMED TO BE DRAGONS, UNTIL IT HAD CONSUMED THEM ALL. IT THEN RETURNED TO ITS OWN FORM, AND MOSES TOOK IT INTO HIS HAND AGAIN. 
4. HOWEVER, THE KING WAS NO MORE MOVED WHEN WAS DONE THAN BEFORE; AND BEING VERY ANGRY, HE SAID THAT HE SHOULD GAIN NOTHING BY THIS HIS CUNNING AND SHREWDNESS AGAINST THE EGYPTIANS; - AND HE COMMANDED HIM THAT WAS THE CHIEF TASKMASTER OVER THE HEBREWS, TO GIVE THEM NO RELAXATION FROM THEIR LABORS, BUT TO COMPEL THEM TO SUBMIT TO GREATER OPPRESSIONS THAN BEFORE; AND THOUGH HE ALLOWED THEM CHAFF BEFORE FOR MAKING THEIR BRICKS, HE WOULD ALLOW IT THEM NO LONGER, BUT HE MADE THEM TO WORK HARD AT BRICK-MAKING IN THE DAYTIME, AND TO GATHER CHAFF IN THE NIGHT. NOW WHEN THEIR LABOR WAS THUS DOUBLED UPON THEM, THEY LAID THE BLAME UPON MOSES, BECAUSE THEIR LABOR AND THEIR MISERY WERE ON HIS ACCOUNT BECOME MORE SEVERE TO THEM. BUT MOSES DID NOT LET HIS COURAGE SINK FOR THE KING'S THREATENING’S; NOR DID HE ABATE OF HIS ZEAL ON ACCOUNT OF THE HEBREWS' COMPLAINTS; BUT HE SUPPORTED HIMSELF, AND SET HIS SOUL RESOLUTELY AGAINST THEM BOTH, AND USED HIS OWN UTMOST DILIGENCE TO PROCURE LIBERTY TO HIS COUNTRYMEN. SO, HE WENT TO THE KING, AND PERSUADED HIM TO LET THE HEBREWS GO TO MOUNT SINAI, AND THERE TO SACRIFICE TO GOD, BECAUSE GOD HAD ENJOINED THEM SO TO DO. HE PERSUADED HIM ALSO NOT TO COUNTERWORK THE DESIGNS OF GOD, BUT TO ESTEEM HIS FAVOR ABOVE ALL THINGS, AND TO PERMIT THEM TO DEPART, LEST, BEFORE HE BE AWARE, HE LAY AN OBSTRUCTION IN THE WAY OF THE DIVINE COMMANDS, AND SO OCCASION HIS OWN SUFFERING SUCH PUNISHMENTS AS IT WAS PROBABLE ANY ONE THAT COUNTERWORKED THE DIVINE COMMANDS SHOULD UNDERGO, SINCE THE SEVEREST AFFLICTIONS ARISE FROM EVERY OBJECT TO THOSE THAT PROVOKE THE DIVINE WRATH AGAINST THEM; FOR SUCH AS THESE HAVE NEITHER THE EARTH NOR THE AIR FOR THEIR FRIENDS; NOR ARE THE FRUITS OF THE WOMB ACCORDING TO NATURE, BUT EVERY THING IS UNFRIENDLY AND ADVERSE TOWARDS THEM. HE SAID FURTHER, THAT THE EGYPTIANS SHOULD KNOW THIS BY SAD EXPERIENCE; AND THAT BESIDES, THE HEBREW PEOPLE SHOULD GO OUT OF THEIR COUNTRY WITHOUT THEIR CONSENT. 
CHAPTER 14. CONCERNING THE TEN PLAGUES WHICH CAME UPON THE EGYPTIANS. 
1. BUT WHEN THE KING DESPISED THE WORDS OF MOSES, AND HAD NO REGARD AT ALL TO THEM, GRIEVOUS PLAGUES SEIZED THE EGYPTIANS; EVERY ONE OF WHICH I WILL DESCRIBE, BOTH BECAUSE NO SUCH PLAGUES DID EVER HAPPEN TO ANY OTHER NATION AS THE EGYPTIANS NOW FELT, AND BECAUSE I WOULD DEMONSTRATE THAT MOSES DID NOT FAIL IN ANY ONE THING THAT HE FORETOLD THEM; AND BECAUSE IT IS FOR THE GOOD OF MANKIND, THAT THEY MAY LEARN THIS CAUTION - NOT TO DO ANYTHING THAT MAY DISPLEASE GOD, LEST HE BE PROVOKED TO WRATH, AND AVENGE THEIR INIQUITIES UPON THEM. FOR THE EGYPTIAN RIVER RAN WITH BLOODY WATER AT THE COMMAND OF GOD, INSOMUCH THAT IT COULD NOT BE DRUNK, AND THEY HAD NO OTHER SPRING OF WATER NEITHER; FOR THE WATER WAS NOT ONLY OF THE COLOR OF BLOOD, BUT IT BROUGHT UPON THOSE THAT VENTURED TO DRINK OF IT, GREAT PAINS AND BITTER TORMENT. SUCH WAS THE RIVER TO THE EGYPTIANS; BUT IT WAS SWEET AND FIT FOR DRINKING TO THE HEBREWS, AND NO WAY DIFFERENT FROM WHAT IT NATURALLY USED TO BE. AS THE KING THEREFORE KNEW NOT WHAT TO DO IN THESE SURPRISING CIRCUMSTANCES, AND WAS IN FEAR FOR THE EGYPTIANS, HE GAVE THE HEBREWS LEAVE TO GO AWAY; BUT WHEN THE PLAGUE CEASED, HE CHANGED HIS MIND AGAIN, END WOULD NOT SUFFER THEM TO GO. 
2. BUT WHEN GOD SAW THAT HE WAS UNGRATEFUL, AND UPON THE CEASING OF THIS CALAMITY WOULD NOT GROW WISER, HE SENT ANOTHER PLAGUE UPON THE EGYPTIANS: - AN INNUMERABLE MULTITUDE OF FROGS CONSUMED THE FRUIT OF THE GROUND; THE RIVER WAS ALSO FULL OF THEM, INSOMUCH THAT THOSE WHO DREW WATER HAD IT SPOILED BY THE BLOOD OF THESE ANIMALS, AS THEY DIED IN, AND WERE DESTROYED BY, THE WATER; AND THE COUNTRY WAS FULL OF FILTHY SLIME, AS THEY WERE BORN, AND AS THEY DIED: THEY ALSO SPOILED THEIR VESSELS IN THEIR HOUSES WHICH THEY USED, AND WERE FOUND AMONG WHAT THEY EAT AND WHAT THEY DRANK, AND CAME IN GREAT NUMBERS UPON THEIR BEDS. THERE WAS ALSO AN UNGRATEFUL SMELL, AND A STINK AROSE FROM THEM, AS THEY WERE BORN, AND AS THEY DIED THEREIN. NOW, WHEN THE EGYPTIANS WERE UNDER THE OPPRESSION OF THESE MISERIES, THE KING ORDERED MOSES TO TAKE THE HEBREWS WITH HIM, AND BE GONE. UPON WHICH THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE FROGS VANISHED AWAY; AND BOTH THE LAND AND THE RIVER RETURNED TO THEIR FORMER NATURES. BUT AS SOON AS PHARAOH SAW THE LAND FREED FROM THIS PLAGUE, HE FORGOT THE CAUSE OF IT, AND RETAINED THE HEBREWS; AND, AS THOUGH HE HAD A MIND TO TRY THE NATURE OF MORE SUCH JUDGMENTS, HE WOULD NOT YET SUFFER MOSES AND HIS PEOPLE TO DEPART, HAVING GRANTED THAT LIBERTY RATHER OUT OF FEAR THAN OUT OF ANY GOOD CONSIDERATION. 
3. ACCORDINGLY, GOD PUNISHED HIS FALSENESS WITH ANOTHER PLAGUE, ADDED TO THE FORMER; FOR THERE AROSE OUT OF THE BODIES OF THE EGYPTIANS AN INNUMERABLE QUANTITY OF LICE, BY WHICH, WICKED AS THEY WERE, THEY MISERABLY PERISHED, AS NOT ABLE TO DESTROY THIS SORT OF VERMIN EITHER WITH WASHES OR WITH OINTMENTS. AT WHICH TERRIBLE JUDGMENT THE KING OF EGYPT WAS IN DISORDER, UPON THE FEAR INTO WHICH HE REASONED HIMSELF, LEST HIS PEOPLE SHOULD BE DESTROYED, AND THAT THE MANNER OF THIS DEATH WAS ALSO REPROACHFUL, SO THAT HE WAS FORCED IN PART TO RECOVER HIMSELF FROM HIS WICKED TEMPER TO A SOUNDER MIND, FOR HE GAVE LEAVE FOR THE HEBREWS THEMSELVES TO DEPART. BUT WHEN THE PLAGUE THEREUPON CEASED, HE THOUGHT IT PROPER TO REQUIRE THAT THEY SHOULD LEAVE THEIR CHILDREN AND WIVES BEHIND THEM, AS PLEDGES OF THEIR RETURN; WHEREBY HE PROVOKED GOD TO BE MORE VEHEMENTLY ANGRY AT HIM, AS IF HE THOUGHT TO IMPOSE ON HIS PROVIDENCE, AND AS IF IT WERE ONLY MOSES, AND NOT GOD, WHO PUNISHED THE EGYPTIANS FOR THE SAKE OF THE HEBREWS: FOR HE FILLED THAT COUNTRY FULL OF VARIOUS SORTS OF PESTILENTIAL CREATURES, WITH THEIR VARIOUS PROPERTIES, SUCH INDEED AS HAD NEVER COME INTO THE SIGHT OF MEN BEFORE, BY WHOSE MEANS THE MEN PERISHED THEMSELVES, AND THE LAND WAS DESTITUTE OF HUSBANDMEN FOR ITS CULTIVATION; BUT IF ANY THING ESCAPED DESTRUCTION FROM THEM, IT WAS KILLED BY A DISTEMPER WHICH THE MEN UNDERWENT ALSO. 
4. BUT WHEN PHARAOH DID NOT EVEN THEN YIELD TO THE WILL OF GOD, BUT, WHILE HE GAVE LEAVE TO THE HUSBANDS TO TAKE THEIR WIVES WITH THEM, YET INSISTED THAT THE CHILDREN SHOULD BE LEFT BEHIND, GOD PRESENTLY RESOLVED TO PUNISH HIS WICKEDNESS WITH SEVERAL SORTS OF CALAMITIES, AND THOSE WORSE THAN THE FOREGOING, WHICH YET HAD SO GENERALLY AFFLICTED THEM; FOR THEIR BODIES HAD TERRIBLE BOILS, BREAKING FORTH WITH BLAINS, WHILE THEY WERE ALREADY INWARDLY CONSUMED; AND A GREAT PART OF THE EGYPTIANS PERISHED IN THIS MANNER. BUT WHEN THE KING WAS NOT BROUGHT TO REASON BY THIS PLAGUE, HAIL WAS SENT DOWN FROM HEAVEN; AND SUCH HAIL IT WAS, AS THE CLIMATE OF EGYPT HAD NEVER SUFFERED BEFORE, NOR WAS IT LIKE TO THAT WHICH FALLS IN OTHER CLIMATES IN WINTER TIME, BUT WAS LARGER THAN THAT WHICH FALLS IN THE MIDDLE OF SPRING TO THOSE THAT DWELL IN THE NORTHERN AND NORTH-WESTERN REGIONS. THIS HAIL BROKE DOWN THEIR BOUGHS LADEN WITH FRUIT. AFTER THIS A TRIBE OF LOCUSTS CONSUMED THE SEED WHICH WAS NOT HURT BY THE HAIL; SO THAT TO THE EGYPTIANS ALL HOPES OF THE FUTURE FRUITS OF THE GROUND WERE ENTIRELY LOST. 
5. ONE WOULD THINK THE FORE MENTIONED CALAMITIES MIGHT HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENT FOR ONE THAT WAS ONLY FOOLISH, WITHOUT WICKEDNESS, TO MAKE HIM WISE, AND TO MAKE HIM SENSIBLE WHAT WAS FOR HIS ADVANTAGE. BUT PHARAOH, LED NOT SO MUCH BY HIS FOLLY AS BY HIS WICKEDNESS, EVEN WHEN HE SAW THE CAUSE OF HIS MISERIES, HE STILL CONTESTED WITH GOD, AND WILLFULLY DESERTED THE CAUSE OF VIRTUE; SO, HE BID MOSES TAKE THE HEBREWS AWAY, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, TO LEAVE THEIR CATTLE BEHIND, SINCE THEIR OWN CATTLE WERE DESTROYED. BUT WHEN MOSES SAID THAT WHAT HE DESIRED WAS UNJUST, SINCE THEY WERE OBLIGED TO OFFER SACRIFICES TO GOD OF THOSE CATTLE, AND THE TIME BEING PROLONGED ON THIS ACCOUNT, A THICK DARKNESS, WITHOUT THE LEAST LIGHT, SPREAD ITSELF OVER THE EGYPTIANS, WHEREBY THEIR SIGHT BEING OBSTRUCTED, AND THEIR BREATHING HINDERED BY THE THICKNESS OF THE AIR, THEY DIED MISERABLY, AND UNDER A TERROR LEST THEY SHOULD BE SWALLOWED UP BY THE DARK CLOUD. BESIDES THIS, WHEN THE DARKNESS, AFTER THREE DAYS AND AS MANY NIGHTS, WAS DISSIPATED, AND WHEN PHARAOH DID NOT STILL REPENT AND LET THE HEBREWS GO, MOSES CAME TO HIM AND SAID, "HOW LONG WILT THOU BE DISOBEDIENT TO THE COMMAND OF GOD? FOR HE ENJOINS THEE TO LET THE HEBREWS GO; NOR IS THERE ANY OTHER WAY OF BEING FREED FROM THE CALAMITIES ARE UNDER, UNLESS YOU DO SO." BUT THE KING ANGRY AT WHAT HE SAID, AND THREATENED TO CUT OFF HIS HEAD IF HE CAME ANY MORE TO TROUBLE HIM THESE MATTERS. HEREUPON MOSES SAID HE NOT SPEAK TO HIM ANY MORE ABOUT THEM, FOR HE HIMSELF, TOGETHER WITH THE PRINCIPAL MEN AMONG THE EGYPTIANS, SHOULD DESIRE THE HEBREWS AWAY. SO, WHEN MOSES HAD SAID THIS, HE HIS WAY. 
6. BUT WHEN GOD HAD SIGNIFIED, THAT WITH ONE PLAGUE HE WOULD COMPEL THE EGYPTIANS TO LET HEBREWS GO, HE COMMANDED MOSES TO TELL THE PEOPLE THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE A SACRIFICE READY, AND THEY SHOULD PREPARE THEMSELVES ON THE TENTH DAY OF THE MONTH XANTHICUS, AGAINST THE FOURTEENTH, (WHICH MONTH IS CALLED BY THE EGYPTIANS PHARMUTH, NISAN BY THE HEBREWS; BUT THE MACEDONIANS CALL IT XANTHICUS,) AND THAT HE SHOULD CARRY THE HEBREWS WITH ALL THEY HAD. ACCORDINGLY, HE HAVING GOT THE HEBREWS READY FOR THEIR DEPARTURE, AND HAVING SORTED THE PEOPLE INTO TRIBES, HE KEPT THEM TOGETHER IN ONE PLACE: BUT WHEN THE FOURTEENTH DAY WAS COME, AND ALL WERE READY TO DEPART THEY OFFERED THE SACRIFICE, AND PURIFIED THEIR HOUSES WITH THE BLOOD, USING BUNCHES OF HYSSOP FOR THAT PURPOSE; AND WHEN THEY HAD SUPPED, THEY BURNT THE REMAINDER OF THE FLESH, AS JUST READY TO DEPART. WHENCE IT IS THAT WE DO STILL OFFER THIS SACRIFICE IN LIKE MANNER TO THIS DAY, AND CALL THIS FESTIVAL PASCHA WHICH SIGNIFIES THE FEAST OF THE PASSOVER; BECAUSE ON THAT DAY GOD PASSED US OVER, AND SENT THE PLAGUE UPON THE EGYPTIANS; FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FIRST-BORN CAME UPON THE EGYPTIANS THAT NIGHT, SO THAT MANY OF THE EGYPTIANS WHO LIVED NEAR THE KING'S PALACE, PERSUADED PHARAOH TO LET THE HEBREWS GO. ACCORDINGLY, HE CALLED FOR MOSES, AND BID THEM BE GONE; AS SUPPOSING, THAT IF ONCE THE HEBREWS WERE GONE OUT OF THE COUNTRY, EGYPT SHOULD BE FREED FROM ITS MISERIES. THEY ALSO HONORED THE HEBREWS WITH GIFTS; SOME, IN ORDER TO GET THEM TO DEPART QUICKLY, AND OTHERS ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD, AND THE FRIENDSHIP THEY HAD WITH THEM. 
CHAPTER 15. HOW THE HEBREWS UNDER THE CONDUCT OF MOSES LEFT EGYPT? 
1. SO THE HEBREWS WENT OUT OF EGYPT, WHILE THE EGYPTIANS WEPT, AND REPENTED THAT THEY HAD TREATED THEM SO HARDLY. - NOW THEY TOOK THEIR JOURNEY BY LETOPOLIS, A PLACE AT THAT TIME DESERTED, BUT WHERE BABYLON WAS BUILT AFTERWARDS, WHEN CAMBYSES LAID EGYPT WASTE: BUT AS THEY WENT AWAY HASTILY, ON THE THIRD DAY THEY CAME TO A PLACE CALLED BEELZEPHON, ON THE RED SEA; AND WHEN THEY HAD NO FOOD OUT OF THE LAND, BECAUSE IT WAS A DESERT, THEY EAT OF LOAVES KNEADED OF FLOUR, ONLY WARMED BY A GENTLE HEAT; AND THIS FOOD THEY MADE USE OF FOR THIRTY DAYS; FOR WHAT THEY BROUGHT WITH THEM OUT OF EGYPT WOULD NOT SUFFICE THEM ANY LONGER TIME; AND THIS ONLY WHILE THEY DISPENSED IT TO EACH PERSON, TO USE SO MUCH ONLY AS WOULD SERVE FOR NECESSITY, BUT NOT FOR SATIETY. WHENCE IT IS THAT, IN MEMORY OF THE WANT WE WERE THEN IN, WE KEEP A FEAST FOR EIGHT DAYS, WHICH IS CALLED THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD. NOW THE ENTIRE MULTITUDE OF THOSE THAT WENT OUT, INCLUDING THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN, WAS NOT EASY TO BE NUMBERED, BUT THOSE THAT WERE OF AN AGE FIT FOR WAR, WERE SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND. 
2. THEY LEFT EGYPT IN THE MONTH XANTHICUS, ON THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH; FOUR HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS AFTER OUR FOREFATHER ABRAHAM CAME INTO CANAAN, BUT TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTEEN YEARS ONLY AFTER JACOB REMOVED INTO EGYPT. IT WAS THE EIGHTIETH YEAR OF THE AGE OF MOSES, AND OF THAT OF AARON THREE MORE. THEY ALSO CARRIED OUT THE BONES OF JOSEPH WITH THEM, AS HE HAD CHARGED HIS SONS TO DO. 
3. BUT THE EGYPTIANS SOON REPENTED THAT THE HEBREWS WERE GONE; AND THE KING ALSO WAS MIGHTILY CONCERNED THAT THIS HAD BEEN PROCURED BY THE [PERMISSIBLE] MAGIC ARTS OF MOSES; SO, THEY RESOLVED TO GO AFTER THEM. ACCORDINGLY THEY TOOK THEIR WEAPONS, AND OTHER WARLIKE FURNITURE, AND PURSUED AFTER THEM, IN ORDER TO BRING THEM BACK, IF ONCE THEY OVERTOOK THEM, BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOW HAVE NO PRETENSE TO PRAY TO GOD AGAINST THEM, SINCE THEY HAD ALREADY BEEN PERMITTED TO GO OUT; AND THEY THOUGHT THEY SHOULD EASILY OVERCOME THEM, AS THEY HAD NO ARMOR, AND WOULD BE WEARY WITH THEIR JOURNEY; SO THEY MADE HASTE IN THEIR PURSUIT, AND ASKED OF EVERY ONE THEY MET WHICH WAY THEY WERE GONE. AND INDEED, THAT LAND WAS DIFFICULT TO BE TRAVELED OVER, NOT ONLY BY ARMIES, BUT BY SINGLE PERSONS. NOW MOSES LED THE HEBREWS THIS WAY, THAT IN CASE THE EGYPTIANS SHOULD REPENT AND BE DESIROUS TO PURSUE AFTER THEM, THEY MIGHT UNDERGO THE PUNISHMENT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS, AND OF THE BREACH OF THOSE PROMISES THEY HAD MADE TO THEM. AS ALSO HE LED THEM THIS WAY ON ACCOUNT OF THE PHILISTINES, WHO HAD QUARRELED WITH THEM, AND HATED THEM OF OLD, THAT BY ALL MEANS THEY MIGHT NOT KNOW OF THEIR DEPARTURE, FOR THEIR COUNTRY IS NEAR TO THAT OF EGYPT; AND THENCE IT WAS THAT MOSES LED THEM NOT ALONG THE ROAD THAT TENDED TO THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES, BUT HE WAS DESIROUS THAT THEY SHOULD GO THROUGH THE DESERT, THAT SO AFTER A LONG JOURNEY, AND AFTER MANY AFFLICTIONS, THEY MIGHT ENTER UPON THE LAND OF CANAAN. ANOTHER REASON OF THIS WAS, THAT GOD COMMANDED HIM TO BRING THE PEOPLE TO MOUNT SINAI, THAT THERE THEY MIGHT OFFER HIM SACRIFICES. NOW WHEN THE EGYPTIANS HAD OVERTAKEN THE HEBREWS, THEY PREPARED TO FIGHT THEM, AND BY THEIR MULTITUDE THEY DROVE THEM INTO A NARROW PLACE; FOR THE NUMBER THAT PURSUED AFTER THEM WAS SIX HUNDRED CHARIOTS, WITH FIFTY THOUSAND HORSEMEN, AND TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND FOOT-MEN, ALL ARMED. THEY ALSO SEIZED ON THE PASSAGES BY WHICH THEY IMAGINED THE HEBREWS MIGHT FLY, SHUTTING THEM UP BETWEEN INACCESSIBLE PRECIPICES AND THE SEA; FOR THERE WAS [ON EACH SIDE] A [RIDGE OF] MOUNTAINS THAT TERMINATED AT THE SEA, WHICH WERE IMPASSABLE BY REASON OF THEIR ROUGHNESS, AND OBSTRUCTED THEIR FLIGHT; WHEREFORE THEY THERE PRESSED UPON THE HEBREWS WITH THEIR ARMY, WHERE [THE RIDGES OF] THE MOUNTAINS WERE CLOSED WITH THE SEA; WHICH ARMY THEY PLACED AT THE CHOPS OF THE MOUNTAINS, THAT SO THEY MIGHT DEPRIVE THEM OF ANY PASSAGE INTO THE PLAIN. 
4. WHEN THE HEBREWS, THEREFORE, WERE NEITHER ABLE TO BEAR UP, BEING THUS, AS IT WERE, BESIEGED, BECAUSE THEY WANTED PROVISIONS, NOR SAW ANY POSSIBLE WAY OF ESCAPING; AND IF THEY SHOULD HAVE THOUGHT OF FIGHTING, THEY HAD NO WEAPONS; THEY EXPECTED A UNIVERSAL DESTRUCTION, UNLESS THEY DELIVERED THEMSELVES UP TO THE EGYPTIANS. SO, THEY LAID THE BLAME ON MOSES, AND FORGOT ALL THE SIGNS THAT HAD BEEN WROUGHT BY GOD FOR THE RECOVERY OF THEIR FREEDOM; AND THIS SO FAR, THAT THEIR INCREDULITY PROMPTED THEM TO THROW STONES AT THE PROPHET, WHILE HE ENCOURAGED THEM AND PROMISED THEM DELIVERANCE; AND THEY RESOLVED THAT THEY WOULD DELIVER THEMSELVES UP TO THE EGYPTIANS. SO, THERE WAS SORROW AND LAMENTATION AMONG THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN, WHO HAD NOTHING BUT DESTRUCTION BEFORE THEIR EYES, WHILE THEY WERE ENCOMPASSED WITH MOUNTAINS, THE SEA, AND THEIR ENEMIES, AND DISCERNED NO WAY OF FLYING FROM THEM. 
5. BUT MOSES, THOUGH THE MULTITUDE LOOKED FIERCELY AT HIM, DID NOT, HOWEVER, GIVE OVER THE CARE OF THEM, BUT DESPISED ALL DANGERS, OUT OF HIS TRUST IN GOD, WHO, AS HE HAD AFFORDED THEM THE SEVERAL STEPS ALREADY TAKEN FOR THE RECOVERY OF THEIR LIBERTY, WHICH HE HAD FORETOLD THEM, WOULD NOT NOW SUFFER THEM TO BE SUBDUED BY THEIR ENEMIES, TO BE EITHER MADE SLAVES OR BE SLAIN BY THEM; AND, STANDING IN MIDST OF THEM, HE SAID, "IT IS NOT JUST OF US TO DISTRUST EVEN MEN, WHEN THEY HAVE HITHERTO WELL MANAGED OUR AFFAIRS, AS IF THEY WOULD NOT BE THE SAME HEREAFTER; BUT IT IS NO BETTER THAN MADNESS, AT THIS TIME TO DESPAIR OF THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD, BY WHOSE POWER ALL THOSE THINGS HAVE BEEN PERFORMED HE PROMISED, WHEN YOU EXPECTED NO SUCH THINGS: I MEAN ALL THAT I HAVE BEEN CONCERNED IN FOR DELIVERANCE AND ESCAPE FROM SLAVERY. NAY, WHEN WE ARE IN THE UTMOST DISTRESS, AS YOU SEE WE OUGHT RATHER TO HOPE THAT GOD WILL SUCCOR US, BY WHOSE OPERATION IT IS THAT WE ARE NOW THIS NARROW PLACE, THAT HE MAY OUT OF SUCH DIFFICULTIES AS ARE OTHERWISE INSURMOUNTABLE AND OUT OF WHICH NEITHER YOU NOR YOUR ENEMIES EXPECT YOU CAN BE DELIVERED, AND MAY AT ONCE DEMONSTRATE HIS OWN POWER AND HIS PROVIDENCE OVER US. NOR DOES GOD USE TO GIVE HIS HELP IN SMALL DIFFICULTIES TO THOSE WHOM HE FAVORS, BUT IN SUCH CASES WHERE NO ONE CAN SEE HOW ANY HOPE IN MAN CAN BETTER THEIR CONDITION. DEPEND, THEREFORE, UPON SUCH A PROTECTOR AS IS ABLE TO MAKE SMALL THINGS GREAT, AND TO SHOW THAT THIS MIGHTY FORCE AGAINST YOU IS NOTHING BUT WEAKNESS, AND BE NOT AFFRIGHTED AT THE EGYPTIAN ARMY, NOR DO YOU DESPAIR OF BEING PRESERVED, BECAUSE THE SEA BEFORE, AND THE MOUNTAINS BEHIND, AFFORD YOU NO OPPORTUNITY FOR FLYING, FOR EVEN THESE MOUNTAINS, IF GOD SO PLEASE, MAY BE MADE PLAIN GROUND FOR YOU, AND THE SEA BECOME DRY LAND." 
CHAPTER 16. HOW THE SEA WAS DIVIDED ASUNDER FOR THE HEBREWS, WHEN THEY WERE PURSUED BY THE EGYPTIANS, AND SO GAVE THEM AN OPPORTUNITY OF ESCAPING FROM THEM. 
1. WHEN MOSES HAD SAID THIS, HE LED THEM TO THE SEA, WHILE THE EGYPTIANS LOOKED ON; FOR THEY WERE WITHIN SIGHT. NOW THESE WERE SO DISTRESSED BY THE TOIL OF THEIR PURSUIT, THAT THEY THOUGHT PROPER TO PUT OFF FIGHTING TILL THE NEXT DAY. BUT WHEN MOSES WAS COME TO THE SEASHORE, HE TOOK HIS ROD, AND MADE SUPPLICATION TO GOD, AND CALLED UPON HIM TO BE THEIR HELPER AND ASSISTANT; AND SAID "THOU ART NOT IGNORANT, O LORD, THAT IT IS BEYOND HUMAN STRENGTH AND HUMAN CONTRIVANCE TO AVOID THE DIFFICULTIES WE ARE NOW UNDER; BUT IT MUST BE THY WORK ALTOGETHER TO PROCURE DELIVERANCE TO THIS ARMY, WHICH HAS LEFT EGYPT AT THY APPOINTMENT. WE DESPAIR OF ANY OTHER ASSISTANCE OR CONTRIVANCE, AND HAVE RECOURSE ONLY TO THAT HOPE WE HAVE IN THEE; AND IF THERE BE ANY METHOD THAT CAN PROMISE US AN ESCAPE BY THY PROVIDENCE, WE LOOK UP TO THEE FOR IT. AND LET IT COME QUICKLY, AND MANIFEST THY POWER TO US; AND DO THOU RAISE UP THIS PEOPLE UNTO GOOD COURAGE AND HOPE OF DELIVERANCE, WHO ARE DEEPLY SUNK INTO A DISCONSOLATE STATE OF MIND. WE ARE IN A HELPLESS PLACE, BUT STILL IT IS A PLACE THAT THOU POSSESSEST; STILL THE SEA IS THINE, THE MOUNTAINS ALSO THAT ENCLOSE US ARE THINE; SO THAT THESE MOUNTAINS WILL OPEN THEMSELVES IF THOU COMMANDEST THEM, AND THE SEA ALSO, IF THOU COMMANDEST IT, WILL BECOME DRY LAND. NAY, WE MIGHT ESCAPE BY A FLIGHT THROUGH THE AIR, IF THOU SHOULDST DETERMINE WE SHOULD HAVE THAT WAY OF SALVATION." 
2. WHEN MOSES HAD THUS ADDRESSED HIMSELF TO GOD, HE SMOTE THE SEA WITH HIS ROD, WHICH PARTED ASUNDER AT THE STROKE, AND RECEIVING THOSE WATERS INTO ITSELF, LEFT THE GROUND DRY, AS A ROAD AND A PLACE OF FLIGHT FOR THE HEBREWS. NOW WHEN MOSES SAW THIS APPEARANCE OF GOD, AND THAT THE SEA WENT OUT OF ITS OWN PLACE, AND LEFT DRY LAND, HE WENT FIRST OF ALL INTO IT, AND BID THE HEBREWS TO FOLLOW HIM ALONG THAT DIVINE ROAD, AND TO REJOICE AT THE DANGER THEIR ENEMIES THAT FOLLOWED THEM WERE IN; AND GAVE THANKS TO GOD FOR THIS SO SURPRISING A DELIVERANCE WHICH APPEARED FROM HIM. 
3. NOW, WHILE THESE HEBREWS MADE NO STAY, BUT WENT ON EARNESTLY, AS LED BY GOD'S PRESENCE WITH THEM, THE EGYPTIANS SUPPOSED FIRST THAT THEY WERE DISTRACTED, AND WERE GOING RASHLY UPON MANIFEST DESTRUCTION. BUT WHEN THEY SAW THAT THEY WERE GOING A GREAT WAY WITHOUT ANY HARM, AND THAT NO OBSTACLE OR DIFFICULTY FELL IN THEIR JOURNEY, THEY MADE HASTE TO PURSUE THEM, HOPING THAT THE SEA WOULD BE CALM FOR THEM ALSO. THEY PUT THEIR HORSE FOREMOST, AND WENT DOWN THEMSELVES INTO THE SEA. NOW THE HEBREWS, WHILE THESE WERE PUTTING ON THEIR ARMOR, AND THEREIN SPENDING THEIR TIME, WERE BEFOREHAND WITH THEM, AND ESCAPED THEM, AND GOT FIRST OVER TO THE LAND ON THE OTHER SIDE WITHOUT ANY HURT. WHENCE THE OTHERS WERE ENCOURAGED, AND MORE COURAGEOUSLY PURSUED THEM, AS HOPING NO HARM WOULD COME TO THEM NEITHER: BUT THE EGYPTIANS WERE NOT AWARE THAT THEY WENT INTO A ROAD MADE FOR THE HEBREWS, AND NOT FOR OTHERS; THAT THIS ROAD WAS MADE FOR THE DELIVERANCE OF THOSE IN DANGER, BUT NOT FOR THOSE THAT WERE EARNEST TO MAKE USE OF IT FOR THE OTHERS' DESTRUCTION. AS SOON, THEREFORE, AS EVER THE WHOLE EGYPTIAN ARMY WAS WITHIN IT, THE SEA FLOWED TO ITS OWN PLACE, AND CAME DOWN WITH A TORRENT RAISED BY STORMS OF WIND, AND ENCOMPASSED THE EGYPTIANS. SHOWERS OF RAIN ALSO CAME DOWN FROM THE SKY, AND DREADFUL THUNDERS AND LIGHTNING, WITH FLASHES OF FIRE. THUNDERBOLTS ALSO WERE DARTED UPON THEM. NOR WAS THERE ANY THING WHICH USED TO BE SENT BY GOD UPON MEN, AS INDICATIONS OF HIS WRATH, WHICH DID NOT HAPPEN AT THIS TIME, FOR A DARK AND DISMAL NIGHT OPPRESSED THEM. AND THUS, DID ALL THESE MEN PERISH, SO THAT THERE WAS NOT ONE MAN LEFT TO BE A MESSENGER OF THIS CALAMITY TO THE REST OF THE EGYPTIANS. 
4. BUT THE HEBREWS WERE NOT ABLE TO CONTAIN THEMSELVES FOR JOY AT THEIR WONDERFUL DELIVERANCE, AND DESTRUCTION OF THEIR ENEMIES; NOW INDEED SUPPOSING THEMSELVES FIRMLY DELIVERED, WHEN THOSE THAT WOULD HAVE FORCED THEM INTO SLAVERY WERE DESTROYED, AND WHEN THEY FOUND THEY HAD GOD SO EVIDENTLY FOR THEIR PROTECTOR. AND NOW THESE HEBREWS HAVING ESCAPED THE DANGER THEY WERE IN, AFTER THIS MANNER, AND BESIDES THAT, SEEING THEIR ENEMIES PUNISHED IN SUCH A WAY AS IS NEVER RECORDED OF ANY OTHER MEN WHOMSOEVER, WERE ALL THE NIGHT EMPLOYED IN SINGING OF HYMNS, AND IN MIRTH. MOSES ALSO COMPOSED A SONG UNTO GOD, CONTAINING HIS PRAISES, AND A THANKSGIVING FOR HIS KINDNESS, IN HEXAMETER VERSE. 
5. AS FOR MYSELF, I HAVE DELIVERED EVERY PART OF THIS HISTORY AS I FOUND IT IN THE SACRED BOOKS; NOR LET ANY ONE WONDER AT THE STRANGENESS OF THE NARRATION IF A WAY WERE DISCOVERED TO THOSE MEN OF OLD TIME, WHO WERE FREE FROM THE WICKEDNESS OF THE MODERN AGES, WHETHER IT HAPPENED BY THE WILL OF GOD OR WHETHER IT HAPPENED OF ITS OWN ACCORD; - WHILE, FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE THAT ACCOMPANIED ALEXANDER, KING OF MACEDONIA, WHO YET LIVED, COMPARATIVELY BUT A LITTLE WHILE AGO, THE PAMPHYLIAN SEA RETIRED AND AFFORDED THEM A PASSAGE THROUGH ITSELF, HAD NO OTHER WAY TO GO; I MEAN, WHEN IT WAS THE WILL OF GOD TO DESTROY THE MONARCHY OF THE PERSIANS: AND THIS IS CONFESSED TO BE TRUE BY ALL THAT HAVE WRITTEN ABOUT THE ACTIONS OF ALEXANDER. BUT AS TO THESE EVENTS, LET EVERY ONE, DETERMINE AS HE PLEASES. 
6. ON THE NEXT DAY MOSES GATHERED TOGETHER THE WEAPONS OF THE EGYPTIANS, WHICH WERE BROUGHT TO THE CAMP OF THE HEBREWS BY THE CURRENT OF THE SEA, AND THE FORCE OF THE WINDS RESISTING IT; AND HE CONJECTURED THAT THIS ALSO HAPPENED BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE, THAT SO THEY MIGHT NOT BE DESTITUTE OF WEAPONS. SO, WHEN HE HAD ORDERED THE HEBREWS TO ARM THEMSELVES WITH THEM, HE LED THEM TO MOUNT SINAI, IN ORDER TO OFFER SACRIFICE TO GOD, AND TO RENDER OBLATIONS FOR THE SALVATION OF THE MULTITUDE, AS HE WAS CHARGED TO DO BEFOREHAND.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK III 
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWO YEARS FROM THE EXODUS OUT OO EGYPT, TO THE REJECTION OF THAT GENERATION
CHAPTER 1. HOW MOSES WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT THE PEOPLE OUT OF EGYPT LED THEM TO MOUNT SINAI; BUT NOT TILL THEY HAD SUFFERED MUCH IN THEIR JOURNEY. 
1. WHEN THE HEBREWS HAD OBTAINED SUCH A WONDERFUL DELIVERANCE, THE COUNTRY WAS A GREAT TROUBLE TO THEM, FOR IT WAS ENTIRELY A DESERT, AND WITHOUT SUSTENANCE FOR THEM; AND ALSO HAD EXCEEDING LITTLE WATER, SO THAT IT NOT ONLY WAS NOT AT ALL SUFFICIENT FOR THE MEN, BUT NOT ENOUGH TO FEED ANY OF THE CATTLE, FOR IT WAS PARCHED UP, AND HAD NO MOISTURE THAT MIGHT AFFORD NUTRIMENT TO THE VEGETABLES; SO THEY WERE FORCED TO TRAVEL OVER THIS COUNTRY, AS HAVING NO OTHER COUNTRY BUT THIS TO TRAVEL IN. THEY HAD INDEED CARRIED WATER ALONG WITH THEM FROM THE LAND OVER WHICH THEY HAD TRAVELED BEFORE, AS THEIR CONDUCTOR HAD BIDDEN THEM; BUT WHEN THAT WAS SPENT, THEY WERE OBLIGED TO DRAW WATER OUT OF WELLS, WITH PAIN, BY REASON OF THE HARDNESS OF THE SOIL. MOREOVER, WHAT WATER THEY FOUND WAS BITTER, AND NOT FIT FOR DRINKING, AND THIS IN SMALL QUANTITIES ALSO; AND AS THEY THUS TRAVELED, THEY CAME LATE IN THE EVENING TO A PLACE CALLED MARAH, WHICH HAD THAT NAME FROM THE BADNESS OF ITS WATER, FOR MAR DENOTES BITTERNESS. THITHER THEY CAME AFFLICTED BOTH BY THE TEDIOUSNESS OF THEIR JOURNEY, AND BY THEIR WANT OF FOOD, FOR IT ENTIRELY FAILED THEM AT THAT TIME. NOW HERE WAS A WELL, WHICH MADE THEM CHOOSE TO STAY IN THE PLACE, WHICH, ALTHOUGH IT, WERE NOT SUFFICIENT TO SATISFY SO GREAT AN ARMY, DID YET AFFORD THEM SOME COMFORT, AS FOUND IN SUCH DESERT PLACES; FOR THEY HEARD FROM THOSE WHO HAD BEEN TO SEARCH, THAT THERE WAS NOTHING TO BE FOUND, IF THEY TRAVELED ON FARTHER. YET WAS THIS WATER BITTER, AND NOT FIT FOR MEN TO DRINK; AND NOT ONLY SO, BUT IT WAS INTOLERABLE EVEN TO THE CATTLE THEMSELVES. 
2. WHEN MOSES SAW HOW MUCH THE PEOPLE WERE CAST DOWN, AND THAT THE OCCASION OF IT COULD NOT BE CONTRADICTED, FOR THE PEOPLE WERE NOT IN THE NATURE OF A COMPLETE ARMY OF MEN, WHO MIGHT OPPOSE A MANLY FORTITUDE TO THE NECESSITY THAT DISTRESSED THEM; THE MULTITUDE OF THE CHILDREN, AND OF THE WOMEN ALSO, BEING OF TOO WEAK CAPACITIES TO BE PERSUADED BY REASON, BLUNTED THE COURAGE OF THE MEN THEMSELVES, - HE WAS THEREFORE IN GREAT DIFFICULTIES, AND MADE EVERYBODY'S CALAMITY HIS OWN; FOR THEY RAN ALL OF THEM TO HIM, AND BEGGED OF HIM; THE WOMEN BEGGED FOR THEIR INFANTS, AND THE MEN FOR THE WOMEN, THAT HE WOULD NOT OVERLOOK THEM, BUT PROCURE SOME WAY OR OTHER FOR THEIR DELIVERANCE. HE THEREFORE BETOOK HIMSELF TO PRAYER TO GOD, THAT HE WOULD CHANGE THE WATER FROM ITS PRESENT BADNESS, AND MAKE IT FIT FOR DRINKING. AND WHEN GOD HAD GRANTED HIM THAT FAVOR, HE TOOK THE TOP OF A STICK THAT LAY DOWN AT HIS FEET, AND DIVIDED IT IN THE MIDDLE, AND MADE THE SECTION LENGTHWAYS. HE THEN LET IT DOWN INTO THE WELL, AND PERSUADED THE HEBREWS THAT GOD HAD HEARKENED TO HIS PRAYERS, AND HAD PROMISED TO RENDER THE WATER SUCH AS THEY DESIRED IT TO BE, IN CASE THEY WOULD BE SUBSERVIENT TO HIM IN WHAT HE SHOULD ENJOIN THEM TO DO, AND THIS NOT AFTER A REMISS OR NEGLIGENT MANNER. AND WHEN THEY ASKED WHAT THEY WERE TO DO IN ORDER TO HAVE THE WATER CHANGED FOR THE BETTER, HE BID THE STRONGEST MEN AMONG THEM THAT STOOD THERE, TO DRAW UP WATER AND TOLD THEM, THAT WHEN THE GREATEST PART WAS DRAWN UP, THE REMAINDER WOULD BE FIT TO DRINK. SO, THEY LABORED AT IT TILL THE WATER WAS SO AGITATED AND PURGED AS TO BE FIT TO DRINK. 
3. AND NOW REMOVING FROM THENCE THEY CAME TO ELIM; WHICH PLACE LOOKED WELL AT A DISTANCE, FOR THERE WAS A GROVE OF PALM-TREES; BUT WHEN THEY CAME NEAR TO IT, IT APPEARED TO BE A BAD PLACE, FOR THE PALM-TREES WERE NO MORE THAN SEVENTY; AND THEY WERE ILL-GROWN AND CREEPING TREES, BY THE WANT OF WATER, FOR THE COUNTRY ABOUT WAS ALL PARCHED, AND NO MOISTURE SUFFICIENT TO WATER THEM, AND MAKE THEM HOPEFUL AND USEFUL, WAS DERIVED TO THEM FROM THE FOUNTAINS, WHICH WERE IN NUMBER TWELVE: THEY WERE RATHER A FEW MOIST PLACES THAN SPRINGS, WHICH NOT BREAKING OUT OF THE GROUND, NOR RUNNING OVER, COULD NOT SUFFICIENTLY WATER THE TREES. AND WHEN THEY DUG INTO THE SAND, THEY MET WITH NO WATER; AND IF THEY TOOK A FEW DROPS OF IT INTO THEIR HANDS, THEY FOUND IT TO BE USELESS, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS MUD. THE TREES WERE TOO WEAK TO BEAR FRUIT, FOR WANT OF BEING SUFFICIENTLY CHERISHED AND ENLIVENED BY THE WATER. SO, THEY LAID THE BLAME ON THEIR CONDUCTOR, AND MADE HEAVY COMPLAINTS AGAINST HIM; AND SAID THAT THIS THEIR MISERABLE STATE, AND THE EXPERIENCE THEY HAD OF ADVERSITY, WERE OWING TO HIM; FOR THAT THEY HAD THEN JOURNEYED AN ENTIRE THIRTY DAYS, AND HAD SPENT ALL THE PROVISIONS THEY HAD BROUGHT WITH THEM; AND MEETING WITH NO RELIEF, THEY WERE IN A VERY DESPONDING CONDITION. AND BY FIXING THEIR ATTENTION UPON NOTHING BUT THEIR PRESENT MISFORTUNES, THEY WERE HINDERED FROM REMEMBERING WHAT DELIVERANCES THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM GOD, AND THOSE BY THE VIRTUE AND WISDOM OF MOSES ALSO; SO, THEY WERE VERY ANGRY AT THEIR CONDUCTOR, AND WERE ZEALOUS IN THEIR ATTEMPT TO STONE HIM, AS THE DIRECT OCCASION OF THEIR PRESENT MISERIES. 
4. BUT AS FOR MOSES HIMSELF, WHILE THE MULTITUDE WERE IRRITATED AND BITTERLY SET AGAINST HIM, HE CHEERFULLY RELIED UPON GOD, AND UPON HIS CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE CARE HE HAD TAKEN OF THESE HIS OWN PEOPLE; AND HE CAME INTO THE MIDST OF THEM, EVEN WHILE THEY CLAMORED AGAINST HIM, AND HAD STONES IN THEIR HANDS IN ORDER TO DISPATCH HIM. NOW HE WAS OF AN AGREEABLE PRESENCE, AND VERY ABLE TO PERSUADE THE PEOPLE BY HIS SPEECHES; ACCORDINGLY HE BEGAN TO MITIGATE THEIR ANGER, AND EXHORTED THEM NOT TO BE OVER-MINDFUL OF THEIR PRESENT ADVERSITIES, LEST THEY SHOULD THEREBY SUFFER THE BENEFITS THAT HAD FORMERLY BEEN BESTOWED ON THEM TO SLIP OUT OF THEIR MEMORIES; AND HE DESIRED THEM BY NO MEANS, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR PRESENT UNEASINESS, TO CAST THOSE GREAT AND WONDERFUL FAVORS AND GIFTS, WHICH THEY HAD OBTAINED OF GOD, OUT OF THEIR MINDS, BUT TO EXPECT DELIVERANCE OUT OF THOSE THEIR PRESENT TROUBLES WHICH THEY COULD NOT FREE THEMSELVES FROM, AND THIS BY THE MEANS OF THAT DIVINE PROVIDENCE WHICH WATCHED OVER THEM. SEEING IT IS PROBABLE THAT GOD TRIES THEIR VIRTUE, AND EXERCISES THEIR PATIENCE BY THESE ADVERSITIES, THAT IT MAY APPEAR WHAT FORTITUDE THEY HAVE, AND WHAT MEMORY THEY RETAIN OF HIS FORMER WONDERFUL WORKS IN THEIR FAVOR, AND WHETHER THEY WILL NOT THINK OF THEM UPON OCCASION OF THE MISERIES THEY NOW FEEL. HE TOLD THEM, IT APPEARED THEY WERE NOT REALLY GOOD MEN, EITHER IN PATIENCE, OR IN REMEMBERING WHAT HAD BEEN SUCCESSFULLY DONE FOR THEM, SOMETIMES BY CONTEMNING GOD AND HIS COMMANDS, WHEN BY THOSE COMMANDS THEY LEFT THE LAND OF EGYPT; AND SOMETIMES BY BEHAVING THEMSELVES ILL TOWARDS HIM WHO WAS THE SERVANT OF GOD, AND THIS WHEN HE HAD NEVER DECEIVED THEM, EITHER IN WHAT HE SAID, OR HAD ORDERED THEM TO DO BY GOD'S COMMAND. HE ALSO PUT THEM IN MIND OF ALL THAT HAD PASSED; HOW THE EGYPTIANS WERE DESTROYED WHEN THEY ATTEMPTED TO DETAIN THEM, CONTRARY TO THE COMMAND OF GOD; AND AFTER WHAT MANNER THE VERY SAME RIVER WAS TO THE OTHERS BLOODY, AND NOT FIT FOR DRINKING, BUT WAS TO THEM SWEET, AND FIT FOR DRINKING; AND HOW THEY WENT A NEW ROAD THROUGH THE SEA, WHICH FLED A LONG WAY FROM THEM, BY WHICH VERY MEANS THEY WERE THEMSELVES PRESERVED, BUT SAW THEIR ENEMIES DESTROYED; AND THAT WHEN THEY WERE IN WANT OF WEAPONS, GOD GAVE THEM PLENTY OF THEM; - AND SO HE RECOUNTED ALL THE PARTICULAR INSTANCES, HOW WHEN THEY WERE, IN APPEARANCE, JUST GOING TO BE DESTROYED, GOD HAD SAVED THEM IN A SURPRISING MANNER; AND THAT HE HAD STILL THE SAME POWER; AND THAT THEY OUGHT NOT EVEN NOW TO DESPAIR OF HIS PROVIDENCE OVER THEM; AND ACCORDINGLY HE EXHORTED THEM TO CONTINUE QUIET, AND TO CONSIDER THAT HELP WOULD NOT COME TOO LATE, THOUGH IT COME NOT IMMEDIATELY, IF IT BE PRESENT WITH THEM BEFORE THEY SUFFER ANY GREAT MISFORTUNE; THAT THEY OUGHT TO REASON THUS: THAT GOD DELAYS TO ASSIST THEM, NOT BECAUSE HE HAS NO REGARD TO THEM, BUT BECAUSE HE WILL FIRST TRY THEIR FORTITUDE, AND THE PLEASURE THEY TAKE IN THEIR FREEDOM, THAT HE MAY LEARN WHETHER YOU HAVE SOULS GREAT ENOUGH TO BEAR WANT OF FOOD, AND SCARCITY OF WATER, ON ITS ACCOUNT; OR WHETHER YOU RATHER LOVE TO BE SLAVES, AS CATTLE ARE SLAVES TO SUCH AS OWN THEM, AND FEED THEM LIBERALLY, BUT ONLY IN ORDER TO MAKE THEM MORE USEFUL IN THEIR SERVICE. THAT AS FOR HIMSELF, HE SHALL NOT BE SO MUCH CONCERNED FOR HIS OWN PRESERVATION; FOR IF HE, DIE UNJUSTLY, HE SHALL NOT RECKON IT ANY AFFLICTION, BUT THAT HE IS CONCERNED FOR THEM, LEST, BY CASTING STONES AT HIM, THEY SHOULD BE THOUGHT TO CONDEMN GOD HIMSELF. 
5. BY THIS MEANS MOSES PACIFIED THE PEOPLE, AND RESTRAINED THEM FROM STONING HIM, AND BROUGHT THEM TO REPENT OF WHAT THEY WERE GOING TO DO. AND BECAUSE HE THOUGHT THE NECESSITY THEY WERE UNDER MADE THEIR PASSION LESS UNJUSTIFIABLE, HE THOUGHT HE OUGHT TO APPLY HIMSELF TO GOD BY PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION; AND GOING UP TO AN EMINENCE, HE REQUESTED OF GOD FOR SOME SUCCOR FOR THE PEOPLE, AND SOME WAY OF DELIVERANCE FROM THE WANT THEY WERE IN, BECAUSE IN HIM, AND IN HIM ALONE, WAS THEIR HOPE OF SALVATION; AND HE DESIRED THAT HE WOULD FORGIVE WHAT NECESSITY HAD FORCED THE PEOPLE TO DO, SINCE SUCH WAS THE NATURE OF MANKIND, HARD TO PLEASE, AND VERY COMPLAINING UNDER ADVERSITIES. ACCORDINGLY, GOD PROMISED HE WOULD TAKE CARE OF THEM, AND AFFORD THEM THE SUCCOR THEY WERE DESIROUS OF. NOW WHEN MOSES HAD HEARD THIS FROM GOD, HE CAME DOWN TO THE MULTITUDE. BUT AS SOON AS THEY SAW HIM JOYFUL AT THE PROMISES HE HAD RECEIVED FROM GOD, THEY CHANGED THEIR SAD COUNTENANCES INTO GLADNESS. SO, HE PLACED HIMSELF IN THE MIDST OF THEM, AND TOLD THEM HE CAME TO BRING THEM FROM GOD A DELIVERANCE FROM THEIR PRESENT DISTRESSES. ACCORDINGLY A LITTLE AFTER CAME A VAST NUMBER OF QUAILS, WHICH IS A BIRD MORE PLENTIFUL IN THIS ARABIAN GULF THAN ANY WHERE ELSE, FLYING OVER THE SEA, AND HOVERED OVER THEM, TILL WEARIED WITH THEIR LABORIOUS FLIGHT, AND, INDEED, AS USUAL, FLYING VERY NEAR TO THE EARTH, THEY FELL DOWN UPON THE HEBREWS, WHO CAUGHT THEM, AND SATISFIED THEIR HUNGER WITH THEM, AND SUPPOSED THAT THIS WAS THE METHOD WHEREBY GOD MEANT TO SUPPLY THEM WITH FOOD. UPON WHICH MOSES RETURNED THANKS TO GOD FOR AFFORDING THEM HIS ASSISTANCE SO SUDDENLY, AND SOONER THAN HE HAD PROMISED THEM.
6. BUT PRESENTLY AFTER THIS FIRST SUPPLY OF FOOD, HE SENT THEM A SECOND; FOR AS MOSES WAS LIFTING UP HIS HANDS IN PRAYER, A DEW FELL DOWN; AND MOSES, WHEN HE FOUND IT STICK TO HIS HANDS, SUPPOSED THIS WAS ALSO COME FOR FOOD FROM GOD TO THEM. HE TASTED IT; AND PERCEIVING THAT THE PEOPLE KNEW NOT WHAT IT WAS, AND THOUGHT IT SNOWED, AND THAT IT WAS WHAT USUALLY FELL AT THAT TIME OF THE YEAR, HE INFORMED THEM THAT THIS DEW DID NOT FALL FROM HEAVEN AFTER THE MANNER THEY IMAGINED, BUT CAME FOR THEIR PRESERVATION AND SUSTENANCE. SO, HE TASTED IT, AND GAVE THEM SOME OF IT, THAT THEY MIGHT BE SATISFIED ABOUT WHAT HE TOLD THEM. THEY ALSO IMITATED THEIR CONDUCTOR, AND WERE PLEASED WITH THE FOOD, FOR IT WAS LIKE HONEY IN SWEETNESS AND PLEASANT TASTE, BUT LIKE IN ITS BODY TO BDELLIUM, ONE OF THE SWEET SPICES, AND IN BIGNESS EQUAL TO CORIANDER SEED. AND VERY EARNEST THEY WERE IN GATHERING IT; BUT THEY WERE ENJOINED TO GATHER IT EQUALLY - THE MEASURE OF AN OMER FOR EACH ONE EVERY DAY, BECAUSE THIS FOOD SHOULD NOT COME IN TOO SMALL A QUANTITY, LEST THE WEAKER MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO GET THEIR SHARE, BY REASON OF THE OVERBEARING OF THE STRONG IN COLLECTING IT. HOWEVER, THESE STRONG MEN, WHEN THEY HAD GATHERED MORE THAN THE MEASURE APPOINTED FOR THEM, HAD NO MORE THAN OTHERS, BUT ONLY TIRED THEMSELVES MORE IN GATHERING IT, FOR THEY FOUND NO MORE THAN AN OMER APIECE; AND THE ADVANTAGE THEY GOT BY WHAT WAS SUPERFLUOUS WAS NONE AT ALL, IT CORRUPTING, BOTH BY THE WORMS BREEDING IN IT, AND BY ITS BITTERNESS. SO DIVINE AND WONDERFUL A FOOD WAS THIS! IT ALSO SUPPLIED THE WANT OF OTHER SORTS OF FOOD TO THOSE THAT FED ON IT. AND EVEN NOW, IN ALL THAT PLACE, THIS MANNA COMES DOWN IN RAIN, ACCORDING TO WHAT MOSES THEN OBTAINED OF GOD, TO SEND IT TO THE PEOPLE FOR THEIR SUSTENANCE. NOW THE HEBREWS CALL THIS FOOD MANNA: FOR THE PARTICLE MAN, IN OUR LANGUAGE, IS THE ASKING OF A QUESTION. WHAT IS THIS? SO, THE HEBREWS WERE VERY JOYFUL AT WHAT WAS SENT THEM FROM HEAVEN. NOW THEY MADE USE OF THIS FOOD FOR FORTY YEARS, OR AS LONG AS THEY WERE IN THE WILDERNESS. 
7. AS SOON AS THEY WERE REMOVED THENCE, THEY CAME TO REPHIDIM, BEING DISTRESSED TO THE LAST DEGREE BY THIRST; AND WHILE IN THE FOREGOING DAYS THEY HAD LIT ON A FEW SMALL FOUNTAINS, BUT NOW FOUND THE EARTH ENTIRELY DESTITUTE OF WATER, THEY WERE IN AN EVIL CASE. THEY AGAIN TURNED THEIR ANGER AGAINST MOSES; BUT HE AT FIRST AVOIDED THE FURY OF THE MULTITUDE, AND THEN BETOOK HIMSELF TO PRAYER TO GOD, BESEECHING HIM, THAT AS HE HAD GIVEN THEM FOOD WHEN THEY WERE IN THE GREATEST WANT OF IT, SO HE WOULD GIVE THEM DRINK, SINCE THE FAVOR OF GIVING THEM FOOD WAS OF NO VALUE TO THEM WHILE THEY HAD NOTHING TO DRINK. AND GOD DID NOT LONG DELAY TO GIVE IT THEM, BUT PROMISED MOSES THAT HE WOULD PROCURE THEM A FOUNTAIN, AND PLENTY OF WATER, FROM A PLACE THEY DID NOT EXPECT ANY. SO, HE COMMANDED HIM TO SMITE THE ROCK WHICH THEY SAW LYING THERE, WITH HIS ROD, AND OUT OF IT TO RECEIVE PLENTY OF WHAT THEY WANTED; FOR HE HAD TAKEN CARE THAT DRINK SHOULD COME TO THEM WITHOUT ANY LABOR OR PAINS-TAKING. WHEN MOSES HAD RECEIVED THIS COMMAND FROM GOD, HE CAME TO THE PEOPLE, WHO WAITED FOR HIM, AND LOOKED UPON HIM, FOR THEY SAW ALREADY THAT HE WAS COMING APACE FROM HIS EMINENCE. AS SOON AS HE WAS COME, HE TOLD THEM THAT GOD WOULD DELIVER THEM FROM THEIR PRESENT DISTRESS, AND HAD GRANTED THEM AN UNEXPECTED FAVOR; AND INFORMED THEM, THAT A RIVER SHOULD RUN FOR THEIR SAKES OUT OF THE ROCK. BUT THEY WERE AMAZED AT THAT HEARING, SUPPOSING THEY WERE OF NECESSITY TO CUT THE ROCK IN PIECES, NOW THEY WERE DISTRESSED BY THEIR THIRST AND BY THEIR JOURNEY; WHILE MOSES ONLY SMITING THE ROCK WITH HIS ROD, OPENED A PASSAGE, AND OUT OF IT BURST WATER, AND THAT IN GREAT ABUNDANCE, AND VERY CLEAR. BUT THEY WERE ASTONISHED AT THIS WONDERFUL EFFECT; AND, AS IT WERE, QUENCHED THEIR THIRST BY THE VERY SIGHT OF IT. SO, THEY DRANK THIS PLEASANT, THIS SWEET WATER; AND SUCH IT SEEMED TO BE, AS MIGHT WELL BE EXPECTED WHERE GOD WAS THE DONOR. THEY WERE ALSO IN ADMIRATION HOW MOSES WAS HONORED BY GOD; AND THEY MADE GRATEFUL RETURNS OF SACRIFICES TO GOD FOR HIS PROVIDENCE TOWARDS THEM. NOW THAT SCRIPTURE, WHICH IS LAID UP IN THE TEMPLE, INFORMS US, HOW GOD FORETOLD TO MOSES, THAT WATER TIMID IN THIS MANNER BE DERIVED OUT OF THE ROCK.'
CHAPTER 2. HOW THE AMALEKITES AND THE NEIGHBORING NATIONS, MADE WAR WITH THE HEBREWS AND WERE BEATEN AND LOST A GREAT PART OF THEIR ARMY. 
1. THE NAME OF THE HEBREWS BEGAN ALREADY TO BE EVERY WHERE RENOWNED, AND RUMORS ABOUT THEM RAN ABROAD. THIS MADE THE INHABITANTS OF THOSE COUNTRIES TO BE IN NO SMALL FEAR. ACCORDINGLY, THEY SENT AMBASSADORS TO ONE ANOTHER, AND EXHORTED ONE ANOTHER TO DEFEND THEMSELVES, AND TO ENDEAVOR TO DESTROY THESE MEN. THOSE THAT INDUCED THE REST TO DO SO, WERE SUCH AS INHABITED GOBOLITIS AND PETRA. THEY WERE CALLED AMALEKITES, AND WERE THE MOST WARLIKE OF THE NATIONS THAT LIVED THEREABOUT; AND WHOSE KINGS EXHORTED ONE ANOTHER, AND THEIR NEIGHBORS, TO GO TO THIS WAR AGAINST THE HEBREWS; TELLING THEM THAT AN ARMY OF STRANGERS, AND SUCH A ONE AS HAD RUN AWAY FROM SLAVERY UNDER THE EGYPTIANS, LAY IN WAIT TO RUIN THEM; WHICH ARMY THEY WERE NOT, IN COMMON PRUDENCE AND REGARD TO THEIR OWN SAFETY, TO OVERLOOK, BUT TO CRUSH THEM BEFORE THEY GATHER STRENGTH, AND COME TO BE IN PROSPERITY: AND PERHAPS ATTACK THEM FIRST IN A HOSTILE MANNER, AS PRESUMING UPON OUR INDOLENCE IN NOT ATTACKING THEM BEFORE; AND THAT WE OUGHT TO AVENGE OURSELVES OF THEM FOR WHAT THEY HAVE DONE IN THE WILDERNESS, BUT THAT THIS CANNOT BE SO WELL DONE WHEN THEY HAVE ONCE LAID THEIR HANDS ON OUR CITIES AND OUR GOODS: THAT THOSE WHO ENDEAVOR TO CRUSH A POWER IN ITS FIRST RISE, ARE WISER THAN THOSE THAT ENDEAVOR TO PUT A STOP TO ITS PROGRESS WHEN IT IS BECOME FORMIDABLE; FOR THESE LAST SEEM TO BE ANGRY ONLY AT THE FLOURISHING OF OTHERS, BUT THE FORMER DO NOT LEAVE ANY ROOM FOR THEIR ENEMIES TO BECOME TROUBLESOME TO THEM. AFTER THEY HAD SENT SUCH EMBASSAGES TO THE NEIGHBORING NATIONS, AND AMONG ONE ANOTHER, THEY RESOLVED TO ATTACK THE HEBREWS IN BATTLE. 
2. THESE PROCEEDINGS OF THE PEOPLE OF THOSE COUNTRIES OCCASIONED PERPLEXITY AND TROUBLE TO MOSES, WHO EXPECTED NO SUCH WARLIKE PREPARATIONS. AND WHEN THESE NATIONS WERE READY TO FIGHT, AND THE MULTITUDE OF THE HEBREWS WERE OBLIGED TO TRY THE FORTUNE OF WAR, THEY WERE IN A MIGHTY DISORDER, AND IN WANT OF ALL NECESSARIES, AND YET WERE TO MAKE WAR WITH MEN WHO WERE THOROUGHLY WELL PREPARED FOR IT. THEN THEREFORE IT WAS THAT MOSES BEGAN TO ENCOURAGE THEM, AND TO EXHORT THEM TO HAVE A GOOD HEART, AND RELY ON GOD'S ASSISTANCE BY WHICH THEY HAD BEEN STATE OF FREEDOM AND TO HOPE FOR VICTORY OVER THOSE WHO WERE READY TO FIGHT WITH THEM, IN ORDER TO DEPRIVE THEM OF THAT BLESSING: THAT THEY WERE TO SUPPOSE THEIR OWN ARMY TO BE NUMEROUS, WANTING NOTHING, NEITHER WEAPONS, NOR MONEY, NOR PROVISIONS, NOR SUCH OTHER CONVENIENCES AS, WHEN MEN ARE IN POSSESSION OF, THEY FIGHT UNDAUNTEDLY; AND THAT THEY ARE TO JUDGE THEMSELVES TO HAVE ALL THESE ADVANTAGES IN THE DIVINE ASSISTANCE. THEY ARE ALSO TO SUPPOSE THE ENEMY'S ARMY TO BE SMALL, UNARMED, WEAK, AND SUCH AS WANT THOSE CONVENIENCES WHICH THEY KNOW MUST BE WANTED, WHEN IT IS GOD'S WILL THAT THEY SHALL BE BEATEN; AND HOW VALUABLE GOD'S ASSISTANCE IS, THEY HAD EXPERIENCED IN ABUNDANCE OF TRIALS; AND THOSE SUCH AS WERE MORE TERRIBLE THAN WAR, FOR THAT IS ONLY AGAINST MEN; BUT THESE WERE AGAINST FAMINE AND THIRST, THINGS INDEED THAT ARE IN THEIR OWN NATURE INSUPERABLE; AS ALSO AGAINST MOUNTAINS, AND THAT SEA WHICH AFFORDED THEM NO WAY FOR ESCAPING; YET HAD ALL THESE DIFFICULTIES BEEN CONQUERED BY GOD'S GRACIOUS KINDNESS TO THEM. SO, HE EXHORTED THEM TO BE COURAGEOUS AT THIS TIME, AND TO LOOK UPON THEIR ENTIRE PROSPERITY TO DEPEND ON THE PRESENT CONQUEST OF THEIR ENEMIES. 
3. AND WITH THESE WORDS DID MOSES ENCOURAGE THE MULTITUDE, WHO THEN CALLED TOGETHER THE PRINCES OF THEIR TRIBES, AND THEIR CHIEF MEN, BOTH SEPARATELY AND CONJOINTLY. THE YOUNG MEN HE CHARGED TO OBEY THEIR ELDERS, AND THE ELDERS TO HEARKEN TO THEIR LEADER. SO, THE PEOPLE WERE ELEVATED IN THEIR MINDS, AND READY TO TRY THEIR FORTUNE IN BATTLE, AND HOPED TO BE THEREBY AT LENGTH DELIVERED FROM ALL THEIR MISERIES: NAY, THEY DESIRED THAT MOSES WOULD IMMEDIATELY LEAD THEM AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES WITHOUT THE LEAST DELAY, THAT NO BACKWARDNESS MIGHT BE A HINDRANCE TO THEIR PRESENT RESOLUTION. SO, MOSES SORTED ALL THAT WERE FIT FOR WAR INTO DIFFERENT TROOPS, AND SET JOSHUA, THE SON OF NUN, OF THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM, OVER THEM; ONE THAT WAS OF GREAT COURAGE, AND PATIENT TO UNDERGO LABORS; OF GREAT ABILITIES TO UNDERSTAND, AND TO SPEAK WHAT WAS PROPER; AND VERY SERIOUS IN THE WORSHIP OF GOD; AND INDEED, MADE LIKE ANOTHER MOSES, A TEACHER OF PIETY TOWARDS GOD. HE ALSO APPOINTED A SMALL PARTY OF THE ARMED MEN TO BE NEAR THE WATER, AND TO TAKE CARE OF THE CHILDREN, AND THE WOMEN, AND OF THE ENTIRE CAMP. SO THAT WHOLE NIGHT THEY PREPARED THEMSELVES FOR THE BATTLE; THEY TOOK THEIR WEAPONS, IF ANY OF THEM HAD SUCH AS WERE WELL MADE, AND ATTENDED TO THEIR COMMANDERS AS READY TO RUSH FORTH TO THE BATTLE AS SOON AS MOSES SHOULD GIVE THE WORD OF COMMAND. MOSES ALSO KEPT AWAKE, TEACHING JOSHUA AFTER WHAT MANNER HE SHOULD ORDER HIS CAMP. BUT WHEN THE DAY BEGAN, MOSES CALLED FOR JOSHUA AGAIN, AND EXHORTED HIM TO APPROVE HIMSELF IN DEEDS SUCH A ONE AS HIS REPUTATION MADE MEN EXPECT FROM HIM; AND TO GAIN GLORY BY THE PRESENT EXPEDITION, IN THE OPINION OF THOSE UNDER HIM, FOR HIS EXPLOITS IN THIS BATTLE. HE ALSO GAVE A PARTICULAR EXHORTATION TO THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF THE HEBREWS, AND ENCOURAGED THE WHOLE ARMY AS IT STOOD ARMED BEFORE HIM. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS ANIMATED THE ARMY, BOTH BY HIS WORDS AND WORKS, AND PREPARED EVERY THING, HE RETIRED TO A MOUNTAIN, AND COMMITTED THE ARMY TO GOD AND TO JOSHUA. 
4. SO THE ARMIES JOINED BATTLE; AND IT CAME TO A CLOSE FIGHT, HAND TO HAND, BOTH SIDES SHOWING GREAT ALACRITY, AND ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER. AND INDEED WHILE MOSES STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND TOWARDS HEAVEN THE HEBREWS WERE TOO HARD FOR THE AMALEKITES: BUT MOSES NOT BEING ABLE TO SUSTAIN HIS HANDS THUS STRETCHED OUT, (FOR AS OFTEN AS HE LET DOWN HIS HANDS, SO OFTEN WERE HIS OWN PEOPLE WORSTED,) HE BADE HIS BROTHER AARON, AND HUR THEIR SISTER MIRIAM'S HUSBAND, TO STAND ON EACH SIDE OF HIM, AND TAKE HOLD OF HIS HANDS, AND NOT PERMIT HIS WEARINESS TO PREVENT IT, BUT TO ASSIST HIM IN THE EXTENSION OF HIS HANDS. WHEN THIS WAS DONE, THE HEBREWS CONQUERED THE AMALEKITES BY MAIN FORCE; AND INDEED, THEY HAD ALL PERISHED, UNLESS THE APPROACH OF THE NIGHT HAD OBLIGED THE HEBREWS TO DESIST FROM KILLING ANY MORE. SO OUR FOREFATHERS OBTAINED A MOST SIGNAL AND MOST SEASONABLE VICTORY; FOR THEY NOT ONLY OVERCAME THOSE THAT FOUGHT AGAINST THEM, BUT TERRIFIED ALSO THE NEIGHBORING NATIONS, AND GOT GREAT AND SPLENDID ADVANTAGES, WHICH THEY OBTAINED OF THEIR ENEMIES BY THEIR HARD PAINS IN THIS BATTLE: FOR WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN THE ENEMY'S CAMP, THEY GOT READY BOOTY FOR THE PUBLIC, AND FOR THEIR OWN PRIVATE FAMILIES, WHEREAS TILL THEN THEY HAD NOT ANY SORT OF PLENTY, OF EVEN NECESSARY FOOD. THE FORE MENTIONED BATTLE, WHEN THEY HAD ONCE GOT IT, WAS ALSO THE OCCASION OF THEIR PROSPERITY, NOT ONLY FOR THE PRESENT, BUT FOR THE FUTURE AGES ALSO; FOR THEY NOT ONLY MADE SLAVES OF THE BODIES OF THEIR ENEMIES, BUT SUBDUED THEIR MINDS ALSO, AND AFTER THIS BATTLE, BECAME TERRIBLE TO ALL THAT DWELT ROUND ABOUT THEM. MOREOVER, THEY ACQUIRED A VAST QUANTITY OF RICHES; FOR A GREAT DEAL OF SILVER AND GOLD WAS LEFT IN THE ENEMY'S CAMP; AS ALSO BRAZEN VESSELS, WHICH THEY MADE COMMON USE OF IN THEIR FAMILIES; MANY UTENSILS ALSO THAT WERE EMBROIDERED THERE WERE OF BOTH SORTS, THAT IS, OF WHAT WERE WEAVED, AND WHAT WERE THE ORNAMENTS OF THEIR ARMOR, AND OTHER THINGS THAT SERVED FOR USE IN THE FAMILY, AND FOR THE FURNITURE OF THEIR ROOMS; THEY GOT ALSO THE PREY OF THEIR CATTLE, AND OF WHATSOEVER USES TO FOLLOW CAMPS, WHEN THEY REMOVE FROM ONE PLACE TO ANOTHER. SO, THE HEBREWS NOW VALUED THEMSELVES UPON THEIR COURAGE, AND CLAIMED GREAT MERIT FOR THEIR VALOR; AND THEY PERPETUALLY INURED THEMSELVES TO TAKE PAINS, BY WHICH THEY DEEMED EVERY DIFFICULTY MIGHT BE SURMOUNTED. SUCH WERE THE CONSEQUENCES OF THIS BATTLE.
5. ON THE NEXT DAY, MOSES STRIPPED THE DEAD BODIES OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND GATHERED TOGETHER THE ARMOR OF THOSE THAT WERE FLED, AND GAVE REWARDS TO SUCH AS HAD SIGNALIZED THEMSELVES IN THE ACTION; AND HIGHLY COMMENDED JOSHUA, THEIR GENERAL, WHO WAS ATTESTED TO BY ALL THE ARMY, ON ACCOUNT OF THE GREAT ACTIONS HE HAD DONE. NOR WAS ANY ONE OF THE HEBREWS SLAIN; BUT THE SLAIN OF THE ENEMY'S ARMY WERE TOO MANY TO BE ENUMERATED. SO, MOSES OFFERED SACRIFICES OF THANKSGIVING TO GOD, AND BUILT AN ALTAR, WHICH HE NAMED THE LORD THE CONQUEROR. HE ALSO FORETOLD THAT THE AMALEKITES SHOULD UTTERLY BE DESTROYED; AND THAT HEREAFTER NONE OF THEM SHOULD REMAIN, BECAUSE THEY FOUGHT AGAINST THE HEBREWS, AND THIS WHEN THEY WERE IN THE WILDERNESS, AND IN THEIR DISTRESS ALSO. MOREOVER, HE REFRESHED THE ARMY WITH FEASTING. AND THUS, DID THEY FIGHT THIS FIRST BATTLE WITH THOSE THAT VENTURED TO OPPOSE THEM, AFTER THEY WERE GONE OUT OF EGYPT. BUT WHEN MOSES HAD CELEBRATED THIS FESTIVAL FOR THE VICTORY, HE PERMITTED THE HEBREWS TO REST FOR A FEW DAYS, AND THEN HE BROUGHT THEM OUT AFTER THE FIGHT, IN ORDER OF BATTLE; FOR THEY HAD NOW MANY SOLDIERS IN LIGHT ARMOR. AND GOING GRADUALLY ON, HE CAME TO MOUNT SINAI, IN THREE MONTHS' TIME AFTER THEY WERE REMOVED OUT OF EGYPT; AT WHICH MOUNTAIN, AS WE HAVE BEFORE RELATED, THE VISION OF THE BUSH, AND THE OTHER WONDERFUL APPEARANCES, HAD HAPPENED.
CHAPTER 3. THAT MOSES KINDLY RECEIVED-HIS FATHER-IN-LAW, JETHRO, WHEN HE CAME TO HIM TO MOUNT SINAI. 
NOW WHEN RAGUEL, MOSES'S FATHER-IN-LAW, UNDERSTOOD IN WHAT A PROSPEROUS CONDITION HIS AFFAIRS WERE, HE WILLINGLY CAME TO MEET HIM. AND MOSES AND HIS CHILDREN, AND PLEASED HIMSELF WITH HIS COMING. AND WHEN HE HAD OFFERED SACRIFICE, HE MADE A FEAST FOR THE MULTITUDE, NEAR THE BUSH HE HAD FORMERLY SEEN; WHICH MULTITUDE, EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO THEIR FAMILIES, PARTOOK OF THE FEAST. BUT AARON AND HIS FAMILY TOOK RAGUEL, AND SUNG HYMNS TO GOD, AS TO HIM WHO HAD BEEN THE AUTHOR PROCURER OF THEIR DELIVERANCE AND THEIR FREEDOM. THEY ALSO PRAISED THEIR CONDUCTOR, AS HIM BY WHOSE VIRTUE IT WAS THAT ALL THINGS HAD SUCCEEDED WITH THEM. RAGUEL ALSO, IN HIS EUCHARISTICAL ORATION TO MOSES, MADE GREAT ENCOMIUMS UPON THE WHOLE MULTITUDE; AND HE COULD NOT BUT ADMIRE MOSES FOR HIS FORTITUDE, AND THAT HUMANITY HE HAD SHEWN IN THE DELIVERY OF HIS FRIENDS.
CHAPTER 4. HOW RAGUEL SUGGESTED TO MOSES TO SET HIS PEOPLE IN ORDER, UNDER THEIR RULERS OF THOUSANDS, AND RULERS OF HUNDREDS, WHO LIVED WITHOUT ORDER BEFORE; AND HOW MOSES COMPLIED IN ALL THINGS WITH HIS FATHER-IN-LAW'S ADMONITION. 
1. THE NEXT DAY, AS RAGUEL SAW MOSES IN THE OF A CROWD OF BUSINESS FOR HE DETERMINED THE DIFFERENCES OF THOSE THAT REFERRED THEM TO HIM, EVERY ONE STILL GOING TO HIM, AND SUPPOSING THAT THEY SHOULD THEN ONLY OBTAIN JUSTICE, IF HE WERE THE ARBITRATOR; AND THOSE THAT LOST THEIR CAUSES THOUGHT IT NO HARM, WHILE THEY THOUGHT THEY LOST THEM JUSTLY, AND NOT BY PARTIALITY. RAGUEL HOWEVER SAID NOTHING TO HIM AT THAT TIME, AS NOT DESIROUS TO BE ANY HINDERANCE TO SUCH AS HAD A MIND TO MAKE USE OF THE VIRTUE OF THEIR CONDUCTOR. BUT AFTERWARD HE TOOK HIM TO HIMSELF, AND WHEN HE HAD HIM ALONE, HE INSTRUCTED HIM IN WHAT HE OUGHT TO DO; AND ADVISED HIM TO LEAVE THE TROUBLE OF LESSER CAUSES TO OTHERS, BUT HIMSELF TO TAKE CARE OF THE GREATER, AND OF THE PEOPLE'S SAFETY, FOR THAT CERTAIN OTHERS OF THE HEBREWS MIGHT BE FOUND THAT WERE FIT TO DETERMINE CAUSES, BUT THAT NOBODY BUT A MOSES COULD TAKE OF THE SAFETY OF SO MANY TEN THOUSANDS. "BE THEREFORE," SAYS HE, "INSENSIBLE OF THINE OWN VIRTUE, AND WHAT THOU HAST DONE BY MINISTERING UNDER GOD TO THE PEOPLE'S PRESERVATION. PERMIT, THEREFORE, THE DETERMINATION OF COMMON CAUSES TO BE DONE BY OTHERS, BUT DO THOU RESERVE THYSELF TO THE ATTENDANCE ON GOD ONLY, AND LOOK OUT FOR METHODS OF PRESERVING THE MULTITUDE FROM THEIR PRESENT DISTRESS. MAKE USE OF THE METHOD I SUGGEST TO YOU, AS TO HUMAN AFFAIRS; AND TAKE A REVIEW OF THE ARMY, AND APPOINT CHOSEN RULERS OVER TENS OF THOUSANDS, AND THEN OVER THOUSANDS; THEN DIVIDE THEM INTO FIVE HUNDREDS, AND AGAIN INTO HUNDREDS, AND INTO FIFTIES; AND SET RULERS OVER EACH OF THEM, WHO MAY DISTINGUISH THEM INTO THIRTIES, AND KEEP THEM IN ORDER; AND AT LAST NUMBER THEM BY TWENTIES AND BY TENS: AND LET THERE BE ONE COMMANDER OVER EACH NUMBER, TO BE DENOMINATED FROM THE NUMBER OF THOSE OVER WHOM THEY ARE RULERS, BUT SUCH AS THE WHOLE MULTITUDE HAVE TRIED, AND DO APPROVE OF, AS BEING GOOD AND RIGHTEOUS MEN; AND LET THOSE RULERS DECIDE THE CONTROVERSIES THEY HAVE ONE WITH ANOTHER. BUT IF ANY, GREAT CAUSE, ARISE, LET THEM BRING THE COGNIZANCE OF IT BEFORE THE RULERS OF A HIGHER DIGNITY; BUT IF ANY GREAT DIFFICULTY ARISE THAT IS TOO HARD FOR EVEN THEIR DETERMINATION, LET THEM SEND IT TO THEE. BY THESE MEANS TWO ADVANTAGES WILL BE GAINED; THE HEBREWS WILL HAVE JUSTICE DONE THEM, AND THOU WILT BE ABLE TO ATTEND CONSTANTLY ON GOD, AND PROCURE HIM TO BE MORE FAVORABLE TO THE PEOPLE." 
2. THIS WAS THE ADMONITION OF RAGUEL; AND MOSES RECEIVED HIS ADVICE VERY KINDLY, AND ACTED ACCORDING TO HIS SUGGESTION. NOR DID HE CONCEAL THE INVENTION OF THIS METHOD, NOR PRETEND TO IT HIMSELF, BUT INFORMED THE MULTITUDE WHO IT WAS THAT INVENTED IT: NAY, HE HAS NAMED RAGUEL IN THE BOOKS HE WROTE, AS THE PERSON WHO INVENTED THIS ORDERING OF THE PEOPLE, AS THINKING IT RIGHT TO GIVE A TRUE TESTIMONY TO WORTHY PERSONS, ALTHOUGH HE MIGHT HAVE GOTTEN REPUTATION BY ASCRIBING TO HIMSELF THE INVENTIONS OF OTHER MEN; WHENCE WE MAY LEARN THE VIRTUOUS DISPOSITION OF MOSES: BUT OF SUCH HIS DISPOSITION, WE SHALL HAVE PROPER OCCASION TO SPEAK IN OTHER PLACES OF THESE BOOKS.
CHAPTER 5. HOW MOSES ASCENDED UP TO MOUNT SINAI, AND RECEIVED LAWS FROM GOD, AND DELIVERED THEM TO THE HEBREWS. 
1. NOW MOSES CALLED THE MULTITUDE TOGETHER, AND TOLD THEM THAT HE WAS GOING FROM THEM UNTO MOUNT SINAI TO CONVERSE WITH GOD; TO RECEIVE FROM HIM, AND TO BRING BACK WITH HIM, A CERTAIN ORACLE; BUT HE ENJOINED THEM TO PITCH THEIR TENTS NEAR THE MOUNTAIN, AND PREFER THE HABITATION THAT WAS NEAREST TO GOD, BEFORE ONE MORE REMOTE. WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE ASCENDED UP TO MOUNT SINAI, WHICH IS THE HIGHEST OF ALL THE MOUNTAINS THAT ARE IN THAT COUNTRY AND IS NOT ONLY VERY DIFFICULT TO BE ASCENDED BY MEN, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS VAST ALTITUDE, BUT BECAUSE OF THE SHARPNESS OF ITS PRECIPICES ALSO; NAY, INDEED, IT CANNOT BE LOOKED AT WITHOUT PAIN OF THE EYES: AND BESIDES THIS, IT WAS TERRIBLE AND INACCESSIBLE, ON ACCOUNT OF THE RUMOR THAT PASSED ABOUT, THAT GOD DWELT THERE. BUT THE HEBREWS REMOVED THEIR TENTS AS MOSES HAD BIDDEN THEM, AND TOOK POSSESSION OF THE LOWEST PARTS OF THE MOUNTAIN; AND WERE ELEVATED IN THEIR MINDS, IN EXPECTATION THAT MOSES WOULD RETURN FROM GOD WITH PROMISES OF THE GOOD THINGS HE HAD PROPOSED TO THEM. SO, THEY FEASTED AND WAITED FOR THEIR CONDUCTOR, AND KEPT THEMSELVES PURE AS IN OTHER RESPECTS, AND NOT ACCOMPANYING WITH THEIR WIVES FOR THREE DAYS, AS HE HAD BEFORE ORDERED THEM TO DO. AND THEY PRAYED TO GOD THAT HE WOULD FAVORABLY RECEIVE MOSES IN HIS CONVERSING WITH HIM, AND BESTOW SOME SUCH GIFT UPON THEM BY WHICH THEY MIGHT LIVE WELL. THEY ALSO LIVED MORE PLENTIFULLY AS TO THEIR DIET; AND PUT ON THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN MORE ORNAMENTAL AND DECENT CLOTHING THAN THEY USUALLY WORE. 
2. SO THEY PASSED TWO DAYS IN THIS WAY OF FEASTING; BUT ON THE THIRD DAY, BEFORE THE SUN WAS UP, A CLOUD SPREAD ITSELF OVER THE WHOLE CAMP OF THE HEBREWS, SUCH A ONE AS NONE HAD BEFORE SEEN, AND ENCOMPASSED THE PLACE WHERE THEY HAD PITCHED THEIR TENTS; AND WHILE ALL THE REST OF THE AIR WAS CLEAR, THERE CAME STRONG WINDS, THAT RAISED UP LARGE SHOWERS OF RAIN, WHICH BECAME A MIGHTY TEMPEST. THERE WAS ALSO SUCH LIGHTNING, AS WAS TERRIBLE TO THOSE THAT SAW IT; AND THUNDER, WITH ITS THUNDERBOLTS, WERE SENT DOWN, AND DECLARED GOD TO BE THERE PRESENT IN A GRACIOUS WAY TO SUCH AS MOSES, DESIRED HE SHOULD BE GRACIOUS. NOW, AS TO THESE MATTERS, EVERY ONE OF MY READERS MAY THINK AS HE PLEASES; BUT I AM UNDER A NECESSITY OF RELATING THIS HISTORY AS IT IS DESCRIBED IN THE SACRED BOOKS. THIS SIGHT, AND THE AMAZING SOUND THAT CAME TO THEIR EARS, DISTURBED THE HEBREWS TO A PRODIGIOUS DEGREE, FOR THEY WERE NOT SUCH AS THEY WERE ACCUSTOMED TO; AND THEN THE RUMOR THAT WAS SPREAD ABROAD, HOW GOD FREQUENTED THAT MOUNTAIN, GREATLY ASTONISHED THEIR MINDS, SO THEY SORROWFULLY CONTAINED THEMSELVES WITHIN THEIR TENTS, AS BOTH SUPPOSING MOSES TO BE DESTROYED BY THE DIVINE WRATH, AND EXPECTING THE LIKE DESTRUCTION FOR THEMSELVES. 
3. WHEN THEY WERE UNDER THESE APPREHENSIONS, MOSES APPEARED AS JOYFUL AND GREATLY EXALTED. WHEN THEY SAW HIM, THEY WERE FREED FROM THEIR FEAR, AND ADMITTED OF MORE COMFORTABLE HOPES AS TO WHAT WAS TO COME. THE AIR ALSO WAS BECOME CLEAR AND PURE OF ITS FORMER DISORDERS, UPON THE APPEARANCE OF MOSES; WHEREUPON HE CALLED TOGETHER THE PEOPLE TO A CONGREGATION, IN ORDER TO THEIR HEARING WHAT GOD WOULD SAY TO THEM: AND WHEN THEY WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, HE STOOD ON AN EMINENCE WHENCE THEY MIGHT ALL HEAR HIM, AND SAID, "GOD HAS RECEIVED ME GRACIOUSLY, O HEBREWS, AS HE HAS FORMERLY DONE; AND HAS SUGGESTED A HAPPY METHOD OF LIVING FOR YOU, AND AN ORDER OF POLITICAL GOVERNMENT, AND IS NOW PRESENT IN THE CAMP: I THEREFORE CHARGE YOU, FOR HIS SAKE AND THE SAKE OF HIS WORKS, AND WHAT WE HAVE DONE BY HIS MEANS, THAT YOU DO NOT PUT A LOW VALUE ON WHAT I AM GOING TO SAY, BECAUSE THE COMMANDS HAVE BEEN GIVEN BY ME THAT NOW DELIVER THEM TO YOU, NOR BECAUSE IT IS THE TONGUE OF A MAN THAT DELIVERS THEM TO YOU; BUT IF YOU HAVE A DUE REGARD TO THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF THE THINGS THEMSELVES, YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THE GREATNESS OF HIM WHOSE INSTITUTIONS THEY ARE, AND WHO HAS NOT DISDAINED TO COMMUNICATE THEM TO ME FOR OUR COMMON ADVANTAGE; FOR IT IS NOT TO BE SUPPOSED THAT THE AUTHOR OF THESE INSTITUTIONS IS BARELY MOSES, THE SON OF AMRAM AND JOCHEBED, BUT HE WHO OBLIGED THE NILE TO RUN BLOODY FOR YOUR SAKES, AND TAMED THE HAUGHTINESS OF THE EGYPTIANS BY VARIOUS SORTS OF JUDGMENTS; HE WHO PROVIDED A WAY THROUGH THE SEA FOR US; HE WHO CONTRIVED A METHOD OF SENDING US FOOD FROM HEAVEN, WHEN WE WERE DISTRESSED FOR WANT OF IT; HE WHO MADE THE WATER TO ISSUE OUT OF A ROCK, WHEN WE HAD VERY LITTLE OF IT BEFORE; HE BY WHOSE MEANS ADAM WAS MADE TO PARTAKE OF THE FRUITS BOTH OF THE LAND AND OF THE SEA; HE BY WHOSE MEANS NOAH ESCAPED THE DELUGE; HE BY WHOSE MEANS OUR FOREFATHER ABRAHAM, OF A WANDERING PILGRIM, WAS MADE THE HEIR OF THE LAND OF CANAAN; HE BY WHOSE MEANS ISAAC WAS BORN OF PARENTS THAT WERE VERY OLD; HE BY WHOSE MEANS JACOB WAS ADORNED WITH TWELVE VIRTUOUS SONS; HE BY WHOSE MEANS JOSEPH BECAME A POTENT LORD OVER THE EGYPTIANS; HE IT IS WHO CONVEYS THESE INSTRUCTIONS TO YOU BY ME AS HIS INTERPRETER. AND LET THEM BE TO YOU VENERABLE, AND CONTENDED FOR MORE EARNESTLY BY YOU THAN YOUR OWN CHILDREN AND YOUR OWN WIVES; FOR IF YOU WILL FOLLOW THEM, YOU WILL LEAD A HAPPY LIFE YOU WILL ENJOY THE LAND FRUITFUL,  THE SEA CALM, AND THE FRUIT OF THE WOMB BORN COMPLETE, AS NATURE REQUIRES; YOU WILL BE ALSO TERRIBLE TO YOUR ENEMIES FOR I HAVE BEEN ADMITTED INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD AND BEEN MADE A HEARER OF HIS INCORRUPTIBLE VOICE SO GREAT IS HIS CONCERN FOR YOUR NATION, AND ITS DURATION." 
4. WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE BROUGHT THE PEOPLE, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, SO NEAR THE MOUNTAIN, THAT THEY MIGHT HEAR GOD HIMSELF SPEAKING TO THEM ABOUT THE PRECEPTS WHICH THEY WERE TO PRACTICE; THAT THE ENERGY OF WHAT SHOULD BE SPOKEN MIGHT NOT BE HURT BY ITS UTTERANCE BY THAT TONGUE OF A MAN, WHICH COULD BUT IMPERFECTLY DELIVER IT TO THEIR UNDERSTANDING. AND THEY ALL HEARD A VOICE THAT CAME TO ALL OF THEM FROM ABOVE, INSOMUCH THAT NO ONE OF THESE WORDS ESCAPED THEM, WHICH MOSES WROTE ON TWO TABLES; WHICH IT IS NOT LAWFUL FOR US TO SET DOWN DIRECTLY, BUT THEIR IMPORT WE WILL DECLARE. 
5. THE FIRST COMMANDMENT TEACHES US THAT THERE IS BUT ONE GOD, AND THAT WE OUGHT TO WORSHIP HIM ONLY. THE SECOND COMMANDS US NOT TO MAKE THE IMAGE OF ANY LIVING CREATURE TO WORSHIP IT. THE THIRD, THAT WE MUST NOT SWEAR BY GOD IN A FALSE MATTER. THE FOURTH, THAT WE MUST KEEP THE SEVENTH DAY, BY RESTING FROM ALL SORTS OF WORK. THE FIFTH, THAT WE MUST HONOR OUR PARENTS. THE SIXTH THAT WE MUST ABSTAIN FROM MURDER. THE SEVENTH THAT WE MUST NOT COMMIT ADULTERY. THE EIGHTH, THAT WE MUST NOT BE GUILTY OF THEFT. THE NINTH, THAT WE MUST NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS. THE TENTH, THAT WE MUST NOT ADMIT OF THE DESIRE OF ANY THING THAT IS ANOTHER'S. 
6. NOW WHEN THE MULTITUDE HAD HEARD GOD HIMSELF GIVING THOSE PRECEPTS WHICH MOSES HAD DISCOURSED OF, THEY REJOICED AT WHAT WAS SAID; AND THE CONGREGATION WAS DISSOLVED: BUT ON THE FOLLOWING DAYS THEY CAME TO HIS TENT, AND DESIRED HIM TO BRING THEM, BESIDES, OTHER LAWS FROM GOD. ACCORDINGLY, HE APPOINTED SUCH LAWS, AND AFTERWARDS INFORMED THEM IN WHAT MANNER THEY SHOULD ACT IN ALL CASES; WHICH LAWS I SHALL MAKE MENTION OF IN THEIR PROPER TIME; BUT I SHALL RESERVE MOST OF THOSE LAWS FOR ANOTHER WORK, AND MAKE THERE A DISTINCT EXPLICATION OF THEM. 
7. WHEN MATTERS WERE BROUGHT TO THIS STATE, MOSES WENT UP AGAIN TO MOUNT SINAI, OF WHICH HE HAD TOLD THEM BEFOREHAND. HE MADE HIS ASCENT IN THEIR SIGHT; AND WHILE HE STAID THERE SO LONG A TIME, (FOR HE WAS ABSENT FROM THEM FORTY DAYS,) FEAR SEIZED UPON THE HEBREWS, LEST MOSES SHOULD HAVE COME TO ANY HARM; NOR WAS THERE ANY THING ELSE SO SAD, AND THAT SO MUCH TROUBLED THEM, AS THIS SUPPOSAL THAT MOSES WAS PERISHED. NOW THERE WAS A VARIETY IN THEIR SENTIMENTS ABOUT IT; SOME SAYING THAT HE WAS FALLEN AMONG WILD BEASTS; AND THOSE THAT WERE OF THIS OPINION WERE CHIEFLY SUCH AS WERE ILL-DISPOSED TO HIM; BUT OTHERS SAID THAT HE WAS DEPARTED, AND GONE TO GOD; BUT THE WISER SORT WERE LED BY THEIR REASON TO EMBRACE NEITHER OF THOSE OPINIONS WITH ANY SATISFACTION, THINKING, THAT AS IT WAS A THING THAT SOMETIMES HAPPENS TO MEN TO FALL AMONG WILD BEASTS AND PERISH THAT WAY, SO IT WAS PROBABLE ENOUGH THAT HE MIGHT DEPART AND GO TO GOD, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS VIRTUE; THEY THEREFORE WERE QUIET, AND EXPECTED THE EVENT: YET WERE THEY EXCEEDING SORRY UPON THE SUPPOSAL THAT THEY WERE DEPRIVED OF A GOVERNOR AND A PROTECTOR, SUCH A ONE INDEED AS THEY COULD NEVER RECOVER AGAIN; NOR WOULD THIS SUSPICION GIVE THEM LEAVE TO EXPECT ANY COMFORTABLE EVENT ABOUT THIS MAN, NOR COULD THEY PREVENT THEIR TROUBLE AND MELANCHOLY UPON THIS OCCASION. HOWEVER, THE CAMP DURST NOT REMOVE ALL THIS WHILE, BECAUSE MOSES HAD BIDDEN THEM AFORE TO STAY THERE. 
8. BUT WHEN THE FORTY DAYS, AND AS MANY NIGHTS, WERE OVER, MOSES CAME DOWN, HAVING TASTED NOTHING OF FOOD USUALLY APPOINTED FOR THE NOURISHMENT OF MEN. HIS APPEARANCE FILLED THE ARMY WITH GLADNESS, AND HE DECLARED TO THEM WHAT CARE GOD HAD OF THEM, AND BY WHAT MANNER OF CONDUCT OF THEIR LIVES THEY MIGHT LIVE HAPPILY; TELLING THEM, THAT DURING THESE DAYS OF HIS ABSENCE HE HAD SUGGESTED TO HIM ALSO THAT HE WOULD HAVE A TABERNACLE BUILT FOR HIM, INTO WHICH HE WOULD DESCEND WHEN HE CAME TO THEM, AND HOW WE SHOULD CARRY IT ABOUT WITH US WHEN WE REMOVE FROM THIS PLACE; AND THAT THERE WOULD BE NO LONGER ANY OCCASION FOR GOING UP TO MOUNT SINAI, BUT THAT HE WOULD HIMSELF COME AND PITCH HIS TABERNACLE AMONGST US, AND BE PRESENT AT OUR PRAYERS; AS ALSO, THAT THE TABERNACLE SHOULD BE OF SUCH MEASURES AND CONSTRUCTION AS HE HAD SHOWN HIM, AND THAT YOU ARE TO FALL TO THE WORK, AND PROSECUTE IT DILIGENTLY. WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE SHOWED THEM THE TWO TABLES, WITH THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ENGRAVEN UPON THEM, FIVE UPON EACH TABLE; AND THE WRITING WAS BY THE HAND OF GOD.
CHAPTER 6. CONCERNING THE TABERNACLE WHICH MOSES BUILT IN THE WILDERNESS FOR THE HONOR OF GOD AND WHICH SEEMED TO BE A TEMPLE. 
1. HEREUPON THE ISRAELITES REJOICED AT WHAT THEY HAD SEEN AND HEARD OF THEIR CONDUCTOR, AND WERE NOT WANTING IN DILIGENCE ACCORDING TO THEIR ABILITY; FOR THEY BROUGHT SILVER, AND GOLD, AND BRASS, AND OF THE BEST SORTS OF WOOD, AND SUCH AS WOULD NOT AT ALL DECAY BY PUTREFACTION; CAMELS' HAIR ALSO, AND SHEEP-SKINS, SOME OF THEM DYED OF A BLUE COLOR, AND SOME OF A SCARLET; SOME BROUGHT THE FLOWER FOR THE PURPLE COLOR, AND OTHERS FOR WHITE, WITH WOOL DYED BY THE FLOWERS AFOREMENTIONED; AND FINE LINEN AND PRECIOUS STONES, WHICH THOSE THAT USE COSTLY ORNAMENTS SET IN OUCHES OF GOLD; THEY BROUGHT ALSO A GREAT QUANTITY OF SPICES; FOR OF THESE MATERIALS DID MOSES BUILD THE TABERNACLE, WHICH DID NOT AT ALL DIFFER FROM A MOVABLE AND AMBULATORY TEMPLE. NOW WHEN THESE THINGS WERE BROUGHT TOGETHER WITH GREAT DILIGENCE, (FOR EVERY ONE WAS AMBITIOUS TO FURTHER THE WORK EVEN BEYOND THEIR ABILITY,) HE SET ARCHITECTS OVER THE WORKS, AND THIS BY THE COMMAND OF GOD; AND INDEED, THE VERY SAME WHICH THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES WOULD HAVE CHOSEN, HAD THE ELECTION BEEN ALLOWED TO THEM. NOW THEIR NAMES ARE SET DOWN IN WRITING IN THE SACRED BOOKS; AND THEY WERE THESE: BESALEEL, THE SON OF URI, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, THE GRANDSON OF MIRIAM, THE SISTER OF THEIR CONDUCTOR AND AHOLIAB, FILE SON OF AHISAMACH, OF THE TRIBE OF DAN. NOW THE PEOPLE WENT ON WITH WHAT THEY HAD UNDERTAKEN WITH SO GREAT ALACRITY, THAT MOSES WAS OBLIGED TO RESTRAIN THEM, BY MAKING PROCLAMATION, THAT WHAT HAD BEEN BROUGHT WAS SUFFICIENT, AS THE ARTIFICERS HAD INFORMED HIM; SO, THEY FELL TO WORK UPON THE BUILDING OF THE TABERNACLE. MOSES ALSO INFORMED THEM, ACCORDING TO THE DIRECTION OF GOD, BOTH WHAT THE MEASURES WERE TO BE, AND ITS LARGENESS; AND HOW MANY VESSELS IT OUGHT TO CONTAIN FOR THE USE OF THE SACRIFICES. THE WOMEN ALSO WERE AMBITIOUS TO DO THEIR PARTS, ABOUT THE GARMENTS OF THE PRIESTS, AND ABOUT OTHER THINGS THAT WOULD BE WANTED IN THIS WORK, BOTH FOR ORNAMENT AND FOR THE DIVINE SERVICE ITSELF. 
2. NOW WHEN ALL THINGS WERE PREPARED, THE GOLD, AND THE SILVER, AND THE BRASS, AND WHAT WAS WOVEN, MOSES, WHEN HE HAD APPOINTED BEFOREHAND THAT THERE SHOULD BE A FESTIVAL, AND THAT SACRIFICES SHOULD BE OFFERED ACCORDING TO EVERY ONE'S ABILITY, REARED UP THE TABERNACLE AND WHEN HE HAD MEASURED THE OPEN COURT, FIFTY CUBITS BROAD AND A HUNDRED LONG, HE SET UP BRAZEN PILLARS, FIVE CUBITS HIGH, TWENTY ON EACH OF THE LONGER SIDES, AND TEN PILLARS FOR THE BREADTH BEHIND; EVERY ONE OF THE PILLARS ALSO HAD A RING. THEIR CHAPITERS WERE OF SILVER, BUT THEIR BASES WERE OF BRASS: THEY RESEMBLED THE SHARP ENDS OF SPEARS, AND WERE OF BRASS, FIXED INTO THE GROUND. CORDS WERE ALSO PUT THROUGH THE RINGS, AND WERE TIED AT THEIR FARTHER ENDS TO BRASS NAILS OF A CUBIT LONG, WHICH, AT EVERY PILLAR, WERE DRIVEN INTO THE FLOOR, AND WOULD KEEP THE TABERNACLE FROM BEING SHAKEN BY THE VIOLENCE OF WINDS; BUT A CURTAIN OF FINE SOFT LINEN WENT ROUND ALL THE PILLARS, AND HUNG DOWN IN A FLOWING AND LOOSE MANNER FROM THEIR CHAPITERS, AND ENCLOSED THE WHOLE SPACE, AND SEEMED NOT AT ALL UNLIKE TO A WALL ABOUT IT. AND THIS WAS THE STRUCTURE OF THREE OF THE SIDES OF THIS ENCLOSURE; BUT AS FOR THE FOURTH SIDE, WHICH WAS FIFTY CUBITS IN EXTENT, AND WAS THE FRONT OF THE WHOLE, TWENTY CUBITS OF IT WERE FOR THE OPENING OF THE GATES, WHEREIN STOOD TWO PILLARS ON EACH SIDE, AFTER THE RESEMBLANCE OF OPEN GATES. THESE WERE MADE WHOLLY OF SILVER, AND POLISHED, AND THAT ALL OVER, EXCEPTING THE BASES, WHICH WERE OF BRASS. NOW ON EACH SIDE OF THE GATES THERE STOOD THREE PILLARS, WHICH WERE INSERTED INTO THE CONCAVE BASES OF THE GATES, AND WERE SUITED TO THEM; AND ROUND THEM WAS DRAWN A CURTAIN OF FINE LINEN; BUT TO THE GATES THEMSELVES, WHICH WERE TWENTY CUBITS IN EXTENT, AND FIVE IN HEIGHT, THE CURTAIN WAS COMPOSED OF PURPLE, AND SCARLET, AND BLUE, AND FINE LINEN, AND EMBROIDERED WITH MANY AND DIVERS SORTS OF FIGURES, EXCEPTING THE FIGURES OF ANIMALS. WITHIN THESE GATES WAS THE BRAZEN LAVER FOR PURIFICATION, HAVING A BASIN BENEATH OF THE LIKE MATTER, WHENCE THE PRIESTS MIGHT WASH THEIR HANDS AND SPRINKLE THEIR FEET; AND THIS WAS THE ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTION OF THE ENCLOSURE ABOUT THE COURT OF THE TABERNACLE, WHICH WAS EXPOSED TO THE OPEN AIR. 
3. AS TO THE TABERNACLE ITSELF, MOSES PLACED IT IN THE MIDDLE OF THAT COURT, WITH ITS FRONT TO THE EAST, THAT, WHEN THE SUN AROSE, IT MIGHT SEND ITS FIRST RAYS UPON IT. ITS LENGTH, WHEN IT WAS SET UP, WAS THIRTY CUBITS, AND ITS BREADTH WAS TWELVE [TEN] CUBITS. THE ONE OF ITS WALLS WAS ON THE SOUTH, AND THE OTHER WAS EXPOSED TO THE NORTH, AND ON THE BACK PART OF IT REMAINED THE WEST. IT WAS NECESSARY THAT ITS HEIGHT SHOULD BE EQUAL TO ITS BREADTH [TEN CUBITS]. THERE WERE ALSO PILLARS MADE OF WOOD, TWENTY ON EACH SIDE; THEY WERE WROUGHT INTO A QUADRANGULAR FIGURE, IN BREADTH A CUBIT AND A HALF, BUT THE THICKNESS WAS FOUR FINGERS: THEY HAD THIN PLATES OF GOLD AFFIXED TO THEM ON BOTH SIDES, INWARDLY AND OUTWARDLY: THEY HAD EACH OF THEM TWO TENONS BELONGING TO THEM, INSERTED INTO THEIR BASES, AND THESE WERE OF SILVER, IN EACH OF WHICH BASES THERE WAS A SOCKET TO RECEIVE THE TENON; BUT THE PILLARS ON THE WEST WALL WERE SIX. NOW ALL THESE TENONS AND SOCKETS ACCURATELY FITTED ONE ANOTHER, INSOMUCH THAT THE JOINTS WERE INVISIBLE, AND BOTH SEEMED TO BE ONE ENTIRE AND UNITED WALL. IT WAS ALSO COVERED WITH GOLD, BOTH WITHIN AND WITHOUT. THE NUMBER OF PILLARS WAS EQUAL ON THE OPPOSITE SIDES, AND THERE WERE ON EACH PART TWENTY, AND EVERY ONE OF THEM HAD THE THIRD PART OF A SPAN IN THICKNESS; SO THAT THE NUMBER OF THIRTY CUBITS WERE FULLY MADE UP BETWEEN THEM; BUT AS TO THE WALL BEHIND, WHERE THE SIX PILLARS MADE UP TOGETHER ONLY NINE CUBITS, THEY MADE TWO OTHER PILLARS, AND CUT THEM OUT OF ONE CUBIT, WHICH THEY PLACED IN THE CORNERS, AND MADE THEM EQUALLY FINE WITH THE OTHER. NOW EVERY ONE OF THE PILLARS HAD RINGS OF GOLD AFFIXED TO THEIR FRONTS OUTWARD, AS IF THEY HAD TAKEN ROOT IN THE PILLARS, AND STOOD ONE ROW OVER AGAINST ANOTHER ROUND ABOUT, THROUGH WHICH WERE INSERTED BARS GILT OVER WITH GOLD, EACH OF THEM FIVE CUBITS LONG, AND THESE BOUND TOGETHER THE PILLARS, THE HEAD OF ONE BAR RUNNING INTO ANOTHER, AFTER THE NATURE OF ONE TENON INSERTED INTO ANOTHER; BUT FOR THE WALL BEHIND, THERE WAS BUT ONE ROW OF BARS THAT WENT THROUGH ALL THE PILLARS, INTO WHICH ROW RAN THE ENDS OF THE BARS ON EACH SIDE OF THE LONGER WALLS; THE MALE WITH ITS FEMALE BEING SO FASTENED IN THEIR JOINTS, THAT THEY HELD THE WHOLE FIRMLY TOGETHER; AND FOR THIS REASON WAS ALL THIS JOINED SO FAST TOGETHER, THAT THE TABERNACLE MIGHT NOT BE SHAKEN, EITHER BY THE WINDS, OR BY ANY OTHER MEANS, BUT THAT IT MIGHT PRESERVE ITSELF QUIET AND IMMOVABLE CONTINUALLY. 
4. AS FOR THE INSIDE, MOSES PARTED ITS LENGTH INTO THREE PARTITIONS. AT THE DISTANCE OF TEN CUBITS FROM THE MOST SECRET END, MOSES PLACED FOUR PILLARS, THE WORKMANSHIP OF WHICH WAS THE VERY SAME WITH THAT OF THE REST; AND THEY STOOD UPON THE LIKE BASES WITH THEM, EACH A SMALL MATTER DISTANT FROM HIS FELLOW. NOW THE ROOM WITHIN THOSE PILLARS WAS THE MOST HOLY PLACE; BUT THE REST OF THE ROOM WAS THE TABERNACLE, WHICH WAS OPEN FOR THE PRIESTS. HOWEVER, THIS PROPORTION OF THE MEASURES OF THE TABERNACLE PROVED TO BE AN IMITATION OF THE SYSTEM OF THE WORLD; FOR THAT THIRD PART THEREOF, WHICH WAS WITHIN THE FOUR PILLARS, TO WHICH THE PRIESTS WERE NOT ADMITTED, IS, AS IT WERE, A HEAVEN PECULIAR TO GOD. BUT THE SPACE OF THE TWENTY CUBITS, IS, AS IT WERE, SEA AND LAND, ON WHICH MEN LIVE, AND SO THIS PART IS PECULIAR TO THE PRIESTS ONLY. BUT AT THE FRONT, WHERE THE ENTRANCE WAS MADE, THEY PLACED PILLARS OF GOLD, THAT STOOD ON BASES OF BRASS, IN NUMBER SEVEN; BUT THEN THEY SPREAD OVER THE TABERNACLE VEILS OF FINE LINEN AND PURPLE, AND BLUE, AND SCARLET COLORS, EMBROIDERED. THE FIRST VEIL WAS TEN CUBITS EVERY WAY, AND THIS THEY SPREAD OVER THE PILLARS WHICH PARTED THE TEMPLE, AND KEPT THE MOST HOLY PLACE CONCEALED WITHIN; AND THIS VEIL WAS THAT WHICH MADE THIS PART NOT VISIBLE TO ANY. NOW THE WHOLE TEMPLE WAS CALLED THE HOLY PLACE: BUT THAT PART WHICH WAS WITHIN THE FOUR PILLARS, AND TO WHICH NONE WERE ADMITTED, WAS CALLED THE HOLY OF HOLIES. THIS VEIL WAS VERY ORNAMENTAL, AND EMBROIDERED WITH ALL SORTS OF FLOWERS WHICH THE EARTH PRODUCES; AND THERE WERE INTERWOVEN INTO IT ALL SORTS OF VARIETY THAT MIGHT BE AN ORNAMENT, EXCEPTING THE FORMS OF ANIMALS. ANOTHER VEIL THERE WAS WHICH COVERED THE FIVE PILLARS THAT WERE AT THE ENTRANCE. IT WAS LIKE THE FORMER IN ITS MAGNITUDE, AND TEXTURE, AND COLOR; AND AT THE CORNER OF EVERY PILLAR A RING RETAINED IT FROM THE TOP DOWNWARDS HALF THE DEPTH OF THE PILLARS, THE OTHER HALF AFFORDING AN ENTRANCE FOR THE PRIESTS, WHO CREPT UNDER IT. OVER THIS THERE WAS A VEIL OF LINEN, OF THE SAME LARGENESS WITH THE FORMER: IT WAS TO BE DRAWN THIS WAY OR THAT WAY BY CORDS, THE RINGS OF WHICH, FIXED TO THE TEXTURE OF THE VEIL, AND TO THE CORDS ALSO, WERE SUBSERVIENT TO THE DRAWING AND UNDRAWING OF THE VEIL, AND TO THE FASTENING IT AT THE CORNER, THAT THEN IT MIGHT BE NO HINDERANCE TO THE VIEW OF THE SANCTUARY, ESPECIALLY ON SOLEMN DAYS; BUT THAT ON OTHER DAYS, AND ESPECIALLY WHEN THE WEATHER WAS INCLINED TO SNOW, IT MIGHT BE EXPANDED, AND AFFORD A COVERING TO THE VEIL OF DIVERS COLORS. WHENCE THAT CUSTOM OF OURS IS DERIVED, OF HAVING A FINE LINEN VEIL, AFTER THE TEMPLE HAS BEEN BUILT, TO BE DRAWN OVER THE ENTRANCES. BUT THE TEN OTHER CURTAINS WERE FOUR CUBITS IN BREADTH, AND TWENTY-EIGHT IN LENGTH; AND HAD GOLDEN CLASPS, IN ORDER TO JOIN THE ONE CURTAIN TO THE OTHER, WHICH WAS DONE SO EXACTLY THAT THEY SEEMED TO BE ONE ENTIRE CURTAIN. THESE WERE SPREAD OVER THE TEMPLE, AND COVERED ALL THE TOP AND PARTS OF THE WALLS, ON THE SIDES AND BEHIND, SO FAR AS WITHIN ONE CUBIT OF THE GROUND. THERE WERE OTHER CURTAINS OF THE SAME BREADTH WITH THESE, BUT ONE MORE IN NUMBER, AND LONGER, FOR THEY WERE THIRTY CUBITS LONG; BUT THESE WERE WOVEN OF HAIR, WITH THE LIKE SUBTILTY AS THOSE OF WOOL WERE MADE, AND WERE EXTENDED LOOSELY DOWN TO THE GROUND, APPEARING LIKE A TRIANGULAR FRONT AND ELEVATION AT THE GATES, THE ELEVENTH CURTAIN BEING USED FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE. THERE WERE ALSO OTHER CURTAINS MADE OF SKINS ABOVE THESE, WHICH AFFORDED COVERING AND PROTECTION TO THOSE THAT WERE WOVEN BOTH IN HOT WEATHER AND WHEN IT RAINED. AND GREAT WAS THE SURPRISE OF THOSE WHO VIEWED THESE CURTAINS AT A DISTANCE, FOR THEY SEEMED NOT AT ALL TO DIFFER FROM THE COLOR OF THE SKY. BUT THOSE THAT WERE MADE OF HAIR AND OF SKINS, REACHED DOWN IN THE SAME MANNER AS DID THE VEIL AT THE GATES, AND KEPT OFF THE HEAT OF THE SUN, AND WHAT INJURY THE RAINS MIGHT DO. AND AFTER THIS MANNER WAS THE TABERNACLE REARED. 
5. THERE WAS ALSO AN ARK MADE, SACRED TO GOD, OF WOOD THAT WAS NATURALLY STRONG, AND COULD NOT BE CORRUPTED. THIS WAS CALLED ERON IN OUR OWN LANGUAGE. ITS CONSTRUCTION WAS THUS: ITS LENGTH WAS FIVE SPANS, BUT ITS BREADTH AND HEIGHT, WAS EACH OF THEM THREE SPANS. IT WAS COVERED ALL OVER WITH GOLD, BOTH WITHIN AND WITHOUT, SO THAT THE WOODEN PART WAS NOT SEEN. IT HAD ALSO A COVER UNITED TO IT, BY GOLDEN HINGES, AFTER A WONDERFUL MANNER; WHICH COVER WAS EVERY WAY EVENLY FITTED TO IT, AND HAD NO EMINENCES TO HINDER ITS EXACT CONJUNCTION. THERE WERE ALSO TWO GOLDEN RINGS BELONGING TO EACH OF THE LONGER BOARDS, AND PASSING THROUGH THE ENTIRE WOOD, AND THROUGH THEM GILT BARS PASSED ALONG EACH BOARD, THAT IT MIGHT THEREBY BE MOVED AND CARRIED ABOUT, AS OCCASION SHOULD REQUIRE; FOR IT WAS NOT DRAWN IN A CART BY BEASTS OF BURDEN, BUT BORNE ON THE SHOULDERS OF THE PRIESTS. UPON THIS ITS COVER WERE TWO IMAGES, WHICH THE HEBREWS CALL CHERUBIM’S; THEY ARE FLYING CREATURES, BUT THEIR FORM IS NOT LIKE TO THAT OF ANY OF THE CREATURES WHICH MEN HAVE SEEN, THOUGH MOSES SAID HE HAD SEEN SUCH BEINGS NEAR THE THRONE OF GOD. IN THIS ARK HE PUT THE TWO TABLES WHEREON THE TEN COMMANDMENTS WERE WRITTEN, FIVE UPON EACH TABLE, AND TWO AND A HALF UPON EACH SIDE OF THEM; AND THIS ARK HE PLACED IN THE MOST HOLY PLACE. 
6. BUT IN THE HOLY PLACE HE PLACED A TABLE, LIKE THOSE AT DELPHI. ITS LENGTH WAS TWO CUBITS, AND ITS BREADTH ONE CUBIT, AND ITS HEIGHT THREE SPANS. IT HAD FEET ALSO, THE LOWER HALF OF WHICH WERE COMPLETE FEET, RESEMBLING THOSE WHICH THE DORIANS PUT TO THEIR BEDSTEADS; BUT THE UPPER PARTS TOWARDS THE TABLE WERE WROUGHT INTO A SQUARE FORM. THE TABLE HAD A HOLLOW TOWARDS EVERY SIDE, HAVING A LEDGE OF FOUR FINGERS' DEPTH, THAT WENT [A] ROUND ABOUT LIKE A SPIRAL, BOTH ON THE UPPER AND LOWER PART OF THE BODY OF THE WORK. UPON EVERY ONE OF THE FEET WAS THERE ALSO INSERTED A RING, NOT FAR FROM THE COVER, THROUGH WHICH WENT BARS OF WOOD BENEATH, BUT GILDED, TO BE TAKEN OUT UPON OCCASION, THERE BEING A CAVITY WHERE IT WAS JOINED TO THE RINGS; FOR THEY WERE NOT ENTIRE RINGS; BUT BEFORE THEY CAME QUITE ROUND THEY ENDED IN ACUTE POINTS, THE ONE OF WHICH WAS INSERTED INTO THE PROMINENT PART OF THE TABLE, AND THE OTHER INTO THE FOOT; AND BY THESE IT WAS CARRIED WHEN THEY JOURNEYED: UPON THIS TABLE, WHICH WAS PLACED ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE TEMPLE, NOT FAR FROM THE MOST HOLY PLACE, WERE LAID TWELVE UNLEAVENED LOAVES OF BREAD, SIX UPON EACH HEAP, ONE ABOVE ANOTHER: THEY WERE MADE OF TWO TENTH-DEALS OF THE PUREST FLOUR, WHICH TENTH-DEAL [AN OMER] IS A MEASURE OF THE HEBREWS, CONTAINING SEVEN ATHENIAN COTYLOE; AND ABOVE THOSE LOAVES WERE PUT TWO VIALS FULL OF FRANKINCENSE. NOW AFTER SEVEN DAYS OTHER LOAVES WERE BROUGHT IN THEIR STEAD, ON THE DAY WHICH IS BY US CALLED THE SABBATH; FOR WE CALL THE SEVENTH DAY THE SABBATH. BUT FOR THE OCCASION OF THIS INTENTION OF PLACING LOAVES HERE, WE WILL SPEAK TO IT IN ANOTHER PLACE.
7. OVER AGAINST THIS TABLE, NEAR THE SOUTHERN WALL, WAS SET A CANDLESTICK OF CAST GOLD, HOLLOW WITHIN, BEING OF THE WEIGHT OF ONE HUNDRED POUNDS, WHICH THE HEBREWS CALL CHINCHARES, IF IT BE TURNED INTO THE GREEK LANGUAGE, IT DENOTES A TALENT. IT, WAS' MADE WITH ITS KNOPS, AND LILIES, AND POMEGRANATES, AND BOWLS (WHICH ORNAMENTS AMOUNTED TO SEVENTY IN ALL); BY WHICH MEANS THE SHAFT ELEVATED ITSELF ON HIGH FROM A SINGLE BASE, AND SPREAD ITSELF INTO AS MANY BRANCHES AS THERE ARE PLANETS, INCLUDING THE SUN AMONG THEM. IT TERMINATED IN SEVEN HEADS, IN ONE ROW, ALL STANDING PARALLEL TO ONE ANOTHER; AND THESE BRANCHES CARRIED SEVEN LAMPS, ONE BY ONE, IN IMITATION OF THE NUMBER OF THE PLANETS. THESE LAMPS LOOKED TO THE EAST AND TO THE SOUTH, THE CANDLESTICK BEING SITUATE OBLIQUELY. 8. NOW BETWEEN THIS CANDLESTICK AND THE TABLE, WHICH, AS WE SAID, WERE WITHIN THE SANCTUARY, WAS THE ALTAR OF INCENSE, MADE OF WOOD INDEED, BUT OF THE SAME WOOD OF WHICH THE FOREGOING VESSELS WERE MADE, SUCH AS WAS NOT LIABLE TO CORRUPTION; IT WAS ENTIRELY CRUSTED OVER WITH A GOLDEN PLATE. ITS BREADTH ON EACH SIDE WAS A CUBIT, BUT THE ALTITUDE DOUBLE. UPON IT WAS A GRATE OF GOLD, THAT WAS EXTANT ABOVE THE ALTAR, WHICH HAD A GOLDEN CROWN ENCOMPASSING IT ROUND ABOUT, WHERETO BELONGED RINGS AND BARS, BY WHICH THE PRIESTS CARRIED IT WHEN THEY JOURNEYED. BEFORE THIS TABERNACLE THERE WAS REARED A BRAZEN ALTAR, BUT IT WAS WITHIN MADE OF WOOD, FIVE CUBITS BY MEASURE ON EACH SIDE, BUT ITS HEIGHT WAS BUT THREE, IN LIKE MANNER ADORNED WITH BRASS PLATES AS BRIGHT AS GOLD. IT HAD ALSO A BRAZEN HEARTH OF NETWORK; FOR THE GROUND UNDERNEATH RECEIVED THE FIRE FROM THE HEARTH, BECAUSE IT HAD NO BASIS TO RECEIVE IT. HARD BY THIS ALTAR LAY THE BASINS, AND THE VIALS, AND THE CENSERS, AND THE CALDRONS, MADE OF GOLD; BUT THE OTHER VESSELS, MADE FOR THE USE OF THE SACRIFICES, WERE ALL OF BRASS. AND SUCH WAS THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE TABERNACLE; AND THESE WERE THE VESSELS THERETO BELONGING. 
CHAPTER 7. CONCERNING THE GARMENTS OF THE PRIESTS, AND OF THE HIGH PRIEST. 
1. THERE WERE PECULIAR GARMENTS APPOINTED FOR THE PRIESTS, AND FOR ALL THE REST, WHICH THEY CALL COHANOEOE [PRIESTLY] GARMENTS, AS ALSO FOR THE HIGH PRIESTS, WHICH THEY CALL CAHANOEOE RABBAE, AND DENOTE THE HIGH PRIEST'S GARMENTS. SUCH WAS THEREFORE THE HABIT OF THE REST. BUT WHEN THE PRIEST APPROACHES THE SACRIFICES, HE PURIFIES HIMSELF WITH THE PURIFICATION WHICH THE LAW PRESCRIBES; AND, IN THE FIRST PLACE, HE PUTS ON THAT WHICH IS CALLED MACHANASE, WHICH MEANS SOMEWHAT THAT IS FAST TIED. IT IS A GIRDLE, COMPOSED OF FINE TWINED LINEN, AND IS PUT ABOUT THE PRIVY PARTS, THE FEET BEING TO BE INSERTED INTO THEM IN THE NATURE OF BREECHES, BUT ABOVE HALF OF IT IS CUT OFF, AND IT ENDS AT THE THIGHS, AND IS THERE TIED FAST. 
2. OVER THIS HE WORE A LINEN VESTMENT, MADE OF FINE FLAX DOUBLED: IT IS CALLED CHETHONE, AND DENOTES LINEN, FOR WE CALL LINEN BY THE NAME OF CHETHONE. THIS VESTMENT REACHES DOWN TO THE FEET, AND SITS CLOSE TO THE BODY; AND HAS SLEEVES THAT ARE TIED FAST TO THE ARMS: IT IS GIRDED TO THE BREAST A LITTLE ABOVE THE ELBOWS, BY A GIRDLE OFTEN GOING [A] ROUND, FOUR FINGERS BROAD, BUT SO LOOSELY WOVEN, THAT YOU WOULD THINK IT WERE THE SKIN OF A SERPENT. IT IS EMBROIDERED WITH FLOWERS OF SCARLET, AND PURPLE, AND BLUE, AND FINE TWINED LINEN, BUT THE WARP WAS NOTHING BUT FINE LINEN. THE BEGINNING OF ITS CIRCUMVOLUTION IS AT THE BREAST; AND WHEN IT HAS GONE OFTEN ROUND, IT IS THERE TIED, AND HANGS LOOSELY THERE DOWN TO THE ANKLES: I MEAN THIS, ALL THE TIME THE PRIEST IS NOT ABOUT ANY LABORIOUS SERVICE, FOR IN THIS POSITION IT APPEARS IN THE MOST AGREEABLE MANNER TO THE SPECTATORS; BUT WHEN HE IS OBLIGED TO ASSIST AT THE OFFERING SACRIFICES, AND TO DO THE APPOINTED SERVICE, THAT HE MAY NOT BE HINDERED IN HIS OPERATIONS BY ITS MOTION, HE THROWS IT TO THE LEFT, AND BEARS IT ON HIS SHOULDER. MOSES INDEED CALLS THIS BELT ALBANETH; BUT WE HAVE LEARNED FROM THE BABYLONIANS TO CALL IT EMIA, FOR SO IT IS BY THEM CALLED. THIS VESTMENT HAS NO LOOSE OR HOLLOW PARTS ANY WHERE IN IT, BUT ONLY A NARROW APERTURE ABOUT THE NECK; AND IT IS TIED WITH CERTAIN STRINGS HANGING DOWN FROM THE EDGE OVER THE BREAST AND BACK, AND IS FASTENED ABOVE EACH SHOULDER: IT IS CALLED MASSABAZANES. 
3. UPON HIS HEAD HE WEARS A CAP, NOT BROUGHT TO A CONIC FORM NOR ENCIRCLING THE WHOLE HEAD, BUT STILL COVERING MORE THAN THE HALF OF IT, WHICH IS CALLED MASNAEMPHTHES; AND ITS MAKE IS SUCH THAT IT SEEMS TO BE A CROWN, BEING MADE OF THICK SWATHES, BUT THE CONTEXTURE IS OF LINEN; AND IT IS DOUBLED ROUND MANY TIMES, AND SEWED TOGETHER; BESIDES WHICH, A PIECE OF FINE LINEN COVERS THE WHOLE CAP FROM THE UPPER PART, AND REACHES DOWN TO THE FOREHEAD, AND HIDES THE SEAMS OF THE SWATHES, WHICH WOULD OTHERWISE APPEAR INDECENTLY: THIS ADHERES CLOSELY UPON THE SOLID PART OF THE HEAD, AND IS THERETO SO FIRMLY FIXED, THAT IT MAY NOT FALL OFF DURING THE SACRED SERVICE ABOUT THE SACRIFICES. SO, WE HAVE NOW SHOWN YOU WHAT IS THE HABIT OF THE GENERALITY OF THE PRIESTS. 
4. THE HIGH PRIEST IS INDEED ADORNED WITH THE SAME GARMENTS THAT WE HAVE DESCRIBED, WITHOUT ABATING ONE; ONLY OVER THESE HE PUTS ON A VESTMENT OF A BLUE COLOR. THIS ALSO IS A LONG ROBE, REACHING TO HIS FEET, [IN OUR LANGUAGE IT IS CALLED MEEIR,] AND IS TIED ROUND WITH A GIRDLE, EMBROIDERED WITH THE SAME COLORS AND FLOWERS AS THE FORMER, WITH A MIXTURE OF GOLD INTERWOVEN. TO THE BOTTOM OF WHICH GARMENT ARE HUNG FRINGES, IN COLOR LIKE POMEGRANATES, WITH GOLDEN BELLS BY A CURIOUS AND BEAUTIFUL CONTRIVANCE; SO THAT BETWEEN TWO BELLS HANGS A POMEGRANATE, AND BETWEEN TWO POMEGRANATES A BELL. NOW THIS VESTURE WAS NOT COMPOSED OF TWO PIECES, NOR WAS IT SEWED TOGETHER UPON THE SHOULDERS AND THE SIDES, BUT IT WAS ONE LONG VESTMENT SO WOVEN AS TO HAVE AN APERTURE FOR THE NECK; NOT AN OBLIQUE ONE, BUT PARTED ALL ALONG THE BREAST AND THE BACK. A BORDER ALSO WAS SEWED TO IT, LEST THE APERTURE SHOULD LOOK TOO INDECENTLY: IT WAS ALSO PARTED WHERE THE HANDS WERE TO COME OUT. 
5. BESIDES THESE, THE HIGH PRIEST PUT ON A THIRD GARMENT, WHICH WAS CALLED THE EPHOD, WHICH RESEMBLES THE EPOMIS OF THE GREEKS. ITS MAKE WAS AFTER THIS MANNER: IT WAS WOVEN TO THE DEPTH OF A CUBIT, OF SEVERAL COLORS, WITH GOLD INTERMIXED, AND EMBROIDERED, BUT IT LEFT THE MIDDLE OF THE BREAST UNCOVERED: IT WAS MADE WITH SLEEVES ALSO; NOR DID IT APPEAR TO BE AT ALL DIFFERENTLY MADE FROM A SHORT COAT. BUT IN THE VOID PLACE OF THIS GARMENT THERE WAS INSERTED A PIECE OF THE BIGNESS OF A SPAN, EMBROIDERED WITH GOLD, AND THE OTHER COLORS OF THE EPHOD, AND WAS CALLED ESSEN, [THE BREASTPLATE,] WHICH IN THE GREEK LANGUAGE SIGNIFIES THE ORACLE. THIS PIECE EXACTLY FILLED UP THE VOID SPACE IN THE EPHOD. IT WAS UNITED TO IT BY GOLDEN RINGS AT EVERY CORNER, THE LIKE RINGS BEING ANNEXED TO THE EPHOD, AND A BLUE RIBAND WAS MADE USE OF TO TIE THEM TOGETHER BY THOSE RINGS; AND THAT THE SPACE BETWEEN THE RINGS MIGHT NOT APPEAR EMPTY, THEY CONTRIVED TO FILL IT UP WITH STITCHES OF BLUE RIBANDS. THERE WERE ALSO TWO SARDONYXES UPON THE EPHOD, AT THE SHOULDERS, TO FASTEN IT IN THE NATURE OF BUTTONS, HAVING EACH END RUNNING TO THE SARDONYXES OF GOLD, THAT THEY MIGHT BE BUTTONED BY THEM. ON THESE WERE ENGRAVEN THE NAMES OF THE SONS OF JACOB, IN OUR OWN COUNTRY LETTERS, AND IN OUR OWN TONGUE, SIX ON EACH OF THE STONES, ON EITHER SIDE; AND THE ELDER SONS' NAMES WERE ON THE RIGHT SHOULDER. TWELVE STONES ALSO THERE WERE UPON THE BREAST-PLATE, EXTRAORDINARY IN LARGENESS AND BEAUTY; AND THEY WERE AN ORNAMENT NOT TO BE PURCHASED BY MEN, BECAUSE OF THEIR IMMENSE VALUE. THESE STONES, HOWEVER, STOOD IN THREE ROWS, BY FOUR IN A ROW, AND WERE INSERTED INTO THE BREASTPLATE ITSELF, AND THEY WERE SET IN OUCHES OF GOLD, THAT WERE THEMSELVES INSERTED IN THE BREASTPLATE, AND WERE SO MADE THAT THEY MIGHT NOT FALL OUT LOW THE FIRST THREE STONES WERE A SARDONYX, A TOPAZ, AND AN EMERALD. THE SECOND ROW CONTAINED A CARBUNCLE, A JASPER, AND A SAPPHIRE. THE FIRST OF THE THIRD ROW WAS A LIGURE, THEN AN AMETHYST, AND THE THIRD AN AGATE, BEING THE NINTH OF THE WHOLE NUMBER. THE FIRST OF THE FOURTH ROW WAS A CHRYSOLITE, THE NEXT WAS AN ONYX, AND THEN A BERYL, WHICH WAS THE LAST OF ALL. NOW THE NAMES OF ALL THOSE SONS OF JACOB WERE ENGRAVEN IN THESE STONES, WHOM WE ESTEEM THE HEADS OF OUR TRIBES, EACH STONE HAVING THE HONOR OF A NAME, IN THE ORDER ACCORDING TO WHICH THEY WERE BORN. AND WHEREAS THE RINGS WERE TOO WEAK OF THEMSELVES TO BEAR THE WEIGHT OF THE STONES, THEY MADE TWO OTHER RINGS OF A LARGER SIZE, AT THE EDGE OF THAT PART OF THE BREASTPLATE WHICH REACHED TO THE NECK, AND INSERTED INTO THE VERY TEXTURE OF THE BREASTPLATE, TO RECEIVE CHAINS FINELY WROUGHT, WHICH CONNECTED THEM WITH GOLDEN BANDS TO THE TOPS OF THE SHOULDERS, WHOSE EXTREMITY TURNED BACKWARDS, AND WENT INTO THE RING, ON THE PROMINENT BACK PART OF THE EPHOD; AND THIS WAS FOR THE SECURITY OF THE BREASTPLATE, THAT IT MIGHT NOT FALL OUT OF ITS PLACE. THERE WAS ALSO A GIRDLE SEWED TO THE BREASTPLATE, WHICH WAS OF THE FORE MENTIONED COLORS, WITH GOLD INTERMIXED, WHICH, WHEN IT HAD GONE ONCE ROUND, WAS TIED AGAIN UPON THE SEAM, AND HUNG DOWN. THERE WERE ALSO GOLDEN LOOPS THAT ADMITTED ITS FRINGES AT EACH EXTREMITY OF THE GIRDLE, AND INCLUDED THEM ENTIRELY. 
6. THE HIGH PRIEST'S MITER WAS THE SAME THAT WE DESCRIBED BEFORE, AND WAS WROUGHT LIKE THAT OF ALL THE OTHER PRIESTS; ABOVE WHICH THERE WAS ANOTHER, WITH SWATHES OF BLUE EMBROIDERED, AND ROUND IT WAS A GOLDEN CROWN POLISHED, OF THREE ROWS, ONE ABOVE ANOTHER; OUT OF WHICH AROSE A CUP OF GOLD, WHICH RESEMBLED THE HERB WHICH WE CALL SACCHARUS; BUT THOSE GREEKS THAT ARE SKILLFUL IN BOTANY CALL IT HYOSCYAMUS. NOW, LEST ANY ONE THAT HAS SEEN THIS HERB, BUT HAS NOT BEEN TAUGHT ITS NAME, AND IS UNACQUAINTED WITH ITS NATURE, OR, HAVING KNOWN ITS NAME, KNOWS NOT THE HERB WHEN HE SEES IT, I SHALL GIVE SUCH, AS THESE ARE A DESCRIPTION OF IT. THIS HERB IS OFTENTIMES IN TALLNESS ABOVE THREE SPANS, BUT ITS ROOT IS LIKE THAT OF A TURNIP (FOR HE THAT SHOULD COMPARE IT THERETO WOULD NOT BE MISTAKEN); BUT ITS LEAVES ARE LIKE THE LEAVES OF MINT. OUT OF ITS BRANCHES IT SENDS OUT A CALYX, CLEAVING. TO THE BRANCH; AND A COAT ENCOMPASSES IT, WHICH IT NATURALLY PUTS OFF WHEN IT IS CHANGING, IN ORDER TO PRODUCE ITS FRUIT. THIS CALYX IS OF THE BIGNESS OF THE BONE OF THE LITTLE FINGER, BUT IN THE COMPASS OF ITS APERTURE IS LIKE A CUP. THIS I WILL FURTHER DESCRIBE, FOR THE USE OF THOSE THAT ARE UNACQUAINTED WITH IT. SUPPOSE A SPHERE BE DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS, ROUND AT THE BOTTOM, BUT HAVING ANOTHER SEGMENT THAT GROWS UP TO A CIRCUMFERENCE FROM THAT BOTTOM; SUPPOSE IT BECOME NARROWER BY DEGREES, AND THAT THE CAVITY OF THAT PART, GROW DECENTLY SMALLER, AND THEN GRADUALLY GROW WIDER AGAIN AT THE BRIM, SUCH AS WE SEE IN THE NAVEL OF A POMEGRANATE, WITH ITS NOTCHES. AND INDEED, SUCH A COAT GROWS OVER THIS PLANT AS RENDERS IT A HEMISPHERE, AND THAT, AS ONE MAY SAY, TURNED ACCURATELY IN A LATHE, AND HAVING ITS NOTCHES EXTANT ABOVE IT, WHICH, AS I SAID, GROW LIKE A POMEGRANATE, ONLY THAT THEY ARE SHARP, AND END IN NOTHING BUT PRICKLES. NOW THE FRUIT IS PRESERVED BY THIS COAT OF THE CALYX, WHICH FRUIT IS LIKE THE SEED OF THE HERB SIDERITIS: IT SENDS OUT A FLOWER THAT MAY SEEM TO RESEMBLE THAT OF POPPY. OF THIS WAS A CROWN MADE, AS FAR FROM THE HINDER PART OF THE HEAD TO EACH OF THE TEMPLES; BUT THIS EPHIELIS, FOR SO THIS CALYX MAY BE CALLED, DID NOT COVER THE FOREHEAD, BUT IT WAS COVERED WITH A GOLDEN PLATE, WHICH HAD INSCRIBED UPON IT THE NAME OF GOD IN SACRED CHARACTERS. AND SUCH WERE THE ORNAMENTS OF THE HIGH PRIEST. 
7. NOW HERE ONE MAY WONDER AT THE ILL-WILL WHICH MEN BEAR TO US, AND WHICH THEY PROFESS TO BEAR ON ACCOUNT OF OUR DESPISING THAT DEITY WHICH THEY PRETEND TO HONOR; FOR IF ANY ONE DO BUT CONSIDER THE FABRIC OF THE TABERNACLE, AND TAKE A VIEW OF THE GARMENTS OF THE HIGH PRIEST, AND OF THOSE VESSELS WHICH WE MAKE USE OF IN OUR SACRED MINISTRATION, HE WILL FIND THAT OUR LEGISLATOR WAS A DIVINE MAN, AND THAT WE ARE UNJUSTLY REPROACHED BY OTHERS; FOR IF ANY ONE DO WITHOUT PREJUDICE, AND WITH JUDGMENT, LOOK UPON THESE THINGS, HE WILL FIND THEY WERE EVERY ONE MADE IN WAY OF IMITATION AND REPRESENTATION OF THE UNIVERSE. WHEN MOSES DISTINGUISHED THE TABERNACLE INTO THREE PARTS, AND ALLOWED TWO OF THEM TO THE PRIESTS, AS A PLACE ACCESSIBLE AND COMMON, HE DENOTED THE LAND AND THE SEA, THESE BEING OF GENERAL ACCESS TO ALL; BUT HE SET APART THE THIRD DIVISION FOR GOD, BECAUSE HEAVEN IS INACCESSIBLE TO MEN. AND WHEN HE ORDERED TWELVE LOAVES TO BE SET ON THE TABLE, HE DENOTED THE YEAR, AS DISTINGUISHED INTO SO MANY MONTHS. BY BRANCHING OUT THE CANDLESTICK INTO SEVENTY PARTS, HE SECRETLY INTIMATED THE DECANI, OR SEVENTY DIVISIONS OF THE PLANETS; AND AS TO THE SEVEN LAMPS UPON THE CANDLESTICKS, THEY REFERRED TO THE COURSE OF THE PLANETS, OF WHICH THAT IS THE NUMBER. THE VEILS, TOO, WHICH WERE COMPOSED OF FOUR THINGS, THEY DECLARED THE FOUR ELEMENTS; FOR THE FINE LINEN WAS PROPER TO SIGNIFY THE EARTH, BECAUSE THE FLAX GROWS OUT OF THE EARTH; THE PURPLE SIGNIFIED THE SEA, BECAUSE THAT COLOR IS DYED BY THE BLOOD OF A SEA SHELL-FISH; THE BLUE IS FIT TO SIGNIFY THE AIR; AND THE SCARLET WILL NATURALLY BE AN INDICATION OF FIRE. NOW THE VESTMENT OF THE HIGH PRIEST BEING MADE OF LINEN, SIGNIFIED THE EARTH; THE BLUE DENOTED THE SKY, BEING LIKE LIGHTNING IN ITS POMEGRANATES, AND IN THE NOISE OF THE BELLS RESEMBLING THUNDER. AND FOR THE EPHOD, IT SHOWED THAT GOD HAD MADE THE UNIVERSE OF FOUR ELEMENTS; AND AS FOR THE GOLD INTERWOVEN, I SUPPOSE IT RELATED TO THE SPLENDOR BY WHICH ALL THINGS ARE ENLIGHTENED. HE ALSO APPOINTED THE BREASTPLATE TO BE PLACED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EPHOD, TO RESEMBLE THE EARTH, FOR THAT HAS THE VERY MIDDLE PLACE OF THE WORLD. AND THE GIRDLE WHICH ENCOMPASSED THE HIGH PRIEST ROUND, SIGNIFIED THE OCEAN, FOR THAT GOES ROUND ABOUT AND INCLUDES THE UNIVERSE. EACH OF THE SARDONYXES DECLARES TO US THE SUN AND THE MOON; THOSE, I MEAN, THAT WERE IN THE NATURE OF BUTTONS ON THE HIGH PRIEST'S SHOULDERS. AND FOR THE TWELVE STONES, WHETHER WE UNDERSTAND BY THEM THE MONTHS, OR WHETHER WE UNDERSTAND THE LIKE NUMBER OF THE SIGNS OF THAT CIRCLE WHICH THE GREEKS CALL THE ZODIAC, WE SHALL NOT BE MISTAKEN IN THEIR MEANING. AND FOR THE MITER, WHICH WAS OF A BLUE COLOR, IT SEEMS TO ME TO MEAN HEAVEN; FOR HOW OTHERWISE COULD THE NAME OF GOD BE INSCRIBED UPON IT? THAT IT WAS ALSO ILLUSTRATED WITH A CROWN, AND THAT OF GOLD ALSO, IS BECAUSE OF THAT SPLENDOR WITH WHICH GOD IS PLEASED. LET THIS EXPLICATION SUFFICE AT PRESENT, SINCE THE COURSE OF MY NARRATION WILL OFTEN, AND ON MANY OCCASIONS, AFFORD ME THE OPPORTUNITY OF ENLARGING UPON THE VIRTUE OF OUR LEGISLATOR.
CHAPTER 8. OF THE PRIESTHOOD OF AARON. 
1. WHEN WHAT HAS BEEN DESCRIBED WAS BROUGHT TO A CONCLUSION, GIFTS NOT BEING YET PRESENTED, GOD APPEARED TO MOSES, AND ENJOINED HIM TO BESTOW THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD UPON AARON HIS BROTHER, AS UPON HIM THAT BEST OF THEM ALL DESERVED TO OBTAIN THAT HONOR, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS VIRTUE. AND WHEN HE HAD GATHERED THE MULTITUDE TOGETHER, HE GAVE THEM AN ACCOUNT OF AARON'S VIRTUE, AND OF HIS GOOD-WILL TO THEM, AND OF THE DANGERS HE HAD UNDERGONE FOR THEIR SAKES. UPON WHICH, WHEN THEY HAD GIVEN TESTIMONY TO HIM IN ALL RESPECTS, AND SHOWED THEIR READINESS TO RECEIVE HIM, MOSES SAID TO THEM, "O YOU ISRAELITES, THIS WORK IS ALREADY BROUGHT TO A CONCLUSION, IN A MANNER MOST ACCEPTABLE TO GOD, AND ACCORDING TO OUR ABILITIES. AND NOW SINCE YOU SEE THAT HE IS RECEIVED INTO THIS TABERNACLE, WE SHALL FIRST OF ALL STAND IN NEED OF ONE THAT MAY OFFICIATE FOR US, AND MAY MINISTER TO THE SACRIFICES, AND TO THE PRAYERS THAT ARE TO BE PUT UP FOR US. AND INDEED HAD THE INQUIRY AFTER SUCH A PERSON BEEN LEFT TO ME, I SHOULD HAVE THOUGHT MYSELF WORTHY OF THIS HONOR, BOTH BECAUSE ALL MEN ARE NATURALLY FOND OF THEMSELVES, AND BECAUSE I AM CONSCIOUS TO MYSELF THAT I HAVE TAKEN A GREAT DEAL OF PAINS FOR YOUR DELIVERANCE; BUT NOW GOD HIMSELF HAS DETERMINED THAT AARON IS WORTHY OF THIS HONOR, AND HAS CHOSEN HIM FOR HIS PRIEST, AS KNOWING HIM TO BE THE MOST RIGHTEOUS PERSON AMONG YOU. SO THAT HE IS TO PUT ON THE VESTMENTS WHICH ARE CONSECRATED TO GOD; HE IS TO HAVE THE CARE OF THE ALTARS, AND TO MAKE PROVISION FOR THE SACRIFICES; AND HE IT IS THAT MUST PUT UP PRAYERS FOR YOU TO GOD, WHO WILL READILY HEAR THEM, NOT ONLY BECAUSE HE IS HIMSELF SOLICITOUS FOR YOUR NATION, BUT ALSO BECAUSE HE WILL RECEIVE THEM AS OFFERED BY ONE THAT HE HATH HIMSELF CHOSEN TO THIS OFFICE." THE HEBREWS WERE PLEASED WITH WHAT WAS SAID, AND THEY GAVE THEIR APPROBATION TO HIM WHOM GOD HAD ORDAINED; FOR AARON WAS OF THEM ALL THE MOST DESERVING OF THIS HONOR, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS OWN STOCK AND GIFT OF PROPHECY, AND HIS BROTHER'S VIRTUE. HE HAD AT THAT TIME FOUR SONS, NADAB, ABIHU, ELEAZAR, AND ITHAMAR. 
2. NOW MOSES COMMANDED THEM TO MAKE USE OF ALL THE UTENSILS WHICH WERE MORE THAN WERE NECESSARY TO THE STRUCTURE OF THE TABERNACLE, FOR COVERING THE TABERNACLE ITSELF, THE CANDLESTICK, AND ALTAR OF INCENSE, AND THE OTHER VESSELS, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE AT ALL HURT WHEN THEY JOURNEYED, EITHER BY THE RAIN, OR BY THE RISING OF THE DUST. AND WHEN HE HAD GATHERED THE MULTITUDE TOGETHER AGAIN, HE ORDAINED THAT THEY SHOULD OFFER HALF A SHEKEL FOR EVERY MAN, AS AN OBLATION TO GOD; WHICH SHEKEL IS A PIECE AMONG THE HEBREWS, AND IS EQUAL TO FOUR ATHENIAN DRACHMAE. WHEREUPON THEY READILY OBEYED WHAT MOSES HAD COMMANDED; AND THE NUMBER OF THE OFFERERS WAS SIX HUNDRED AND FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND FIFTY. NOW THIS MONEY THAT WAS BROUGHT BY THE MEN THAT WERE FREE, WAS GIVEN BY SUCH AS WERE ABOUT TWENTY YEARS OLD, BUT UNDER FIFTY; AND WHAT WAS COLLECTED WAS SPENT IN THE USES OF THE TABERNACLE. 
3. MOSES NOW PURIFIED THE TABERNACLE AND THE PRIESTS; WHICH PURIFICATION WAS PERFORMED AFTER THE FOLLOWING MANNER: - HE COMMANDED THEM TO TAKE FIVE HUNDRED SHEKELS OF CHOICE MYRRH, AN EQUAL QUANTITY OF CASSIA, AND HALF THE FOREGOING WEIGHT OF CINNAMON AND CALAMUS (THIS LAST IS A SORT OF SWEET SPICE); TO BEAT THEM SMALL, AND WET THEM WITH AN BIN OF OIL OF OLIVES (AN HIN IS OUR OWN COUNTRY MEASURE, AND CONTAINS TWO ATHENIAN CHOAS, OR CONGIUSES); THEN MIX THEM TOGETHER, AND BOIL THEM, AND PREPARE THEM AFTER THE ART OF THE APOTHECARY, AND MAKE THEM INTO A VERY SWEET OINTMENT; AND AFTERWARD TO TAKE IT TO ANOINT AND TO PURIFY THE PRIESTS THEMSELVES, AND ALL THE TABERNACLE, AS ALSO THE SACRIFICES. THERE WERE ALSO MANY, AND THOSE OF VARIOUS KINDS, OF SWEET SPICES, THAT BELONGED TO THE TABERNACLE, AND SUCH AS WERE OF VERY GREAT PRICE, AND WERE BROUGHT TO THE GOLDEN ALTAR OF INCENSE; THE NATURE OF WHICH I DO NOT NOW DESCRIBE, LEST IT SHOULD BE TROUBLESOME TO MY READERS; BUT INCENSE WAS TO BE OFFERED TWICE A-DAY, BOTH BEFORE SUN-RISING AND AT SUN-SETTING. THEY WERE ALSO TO KEEP OIL ALREADY PURIFIED FOR THE LAMPS; THREE OF WHICH WERE TO GIVE LIGHT ALL DAY LONG, UPON THE SACRED CANDLESTICK, BEFORE GOD, AND THE REST WERE TO BE LIGHTED AT THE EVENING. 
4. NOW ALL WAS FINISHED. BESALEEL AND AHOLIAB APPEARED TO BE THE MOST SKILLFUL OF THE WORKMEN; FOR THEY INVENTED FINER WORKS THAN WHAT OTHERS HAD DONE BEFORE THEM, AND WERE OF GREAT ABILITIES TO GAIN NOTIONS OF WHAT THEY WERE FORMERLY IGNORANT OF; AND OF THESE, BESALEEL WAS JUDGED TO BE THE BEST. NOW THE WHOLE TIME THEY WERE ABOUT THIS WORK WAS THE INTERVAL OF SEVEN MONTHS; AND AFTER THIS IT WAS THAT WAS ENDED THE FIRST YEAR SINCE THEIR DEPARTURE OUT OF EGYPT. BUT AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SECOND YEAR, ON THE MONTH XANTHICUS, AS THE MACEDONIANS CALL IT, BUT ON THE MONTH NISAN, AS THE HEBREWS CALL IT, ON THE NEW MOON, THEY CONSECRATED THE TABERNACLE, AND ALL ITS VESSELS, WHICH I HAVE ALREADY DESCRIBED. 
5. NOW GOD SHOWED HIMSELF PLEASED WITH THE WORK OF THE HEBREWS, AND DID NOT PERMIT THEIR LABORS TO BE IN VAIN; NOR DID HE DISDAIN TO MAKE USE OF WHAT THEY HAD MADE, BUT HE CAME AND SOJOURNED WITH THEM, AND PITCHED HIS TABERNACLE IN THE HOLY HOUSE. AND IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER DID HE COME TO IT: - THE SKY WAS CLEAR, BUT THERE WAS A MIST OVER THE TABERNACLE ONLY, ENCOMPASSING IT, BUT NOT WITH SUCH A VERY DEEP AND THICK CLOUD AS IS SEEN IN THE WINTER SEASON, NOR YET IN SO THIN A ONE AS MEN MIGHT BE ABLE TO DISCERN ANY THING THROUGH IT, BUT FROM IT THERE DROPPED A SWEET DEW, AND SUCH A ONE AS SHOWED THE PRESENCE OF GOD TO THOSE THAT DESIRED AND BELIEVED IT. 
6. NOW WHEN MOSES HAD BESTOWED SUCH HONORARY PRESENTS ON THE WORKMEN, AS IT WAS FIT, THEY SHOULD RECEIVE, WHO HAD WROUGHT SO WELL, HE OFFERED SACRIFICES IN THE OPEN COURT OF THE TABERNACLE, AS GOD COMMANDED HIM; A BULL, A RAM, AND A KID OF THE GOATS, FOR A SIN-OFFERING. NOW I SHALL SPEAK OF WHAT WE DO IN OUR SACRED OFFICES IN MY DISCOURSE ABOUT SACRIFICES; AND THEREIN SHALL INFORM MEN IN WHAT CASES MOSES BID US OFFER A WHOLE BURNT-OFFERING, AND IN WHAT CASES THE LAW PERMITS US TO PARTAKE OF THEM AS OF FOOD. AND WHEN MOSES HAD SPRINKLED AARON'S VESTMENTS, HIMSELF, AND HIS SONS, WITH THE BLOOD OF THE BEASTS THAT WERE SLAIN, AND HAD PURIFIED THEM WITH SPRING WATERS AND OINTMENT, THEY BECAME GOD'S PRIESTS. AFTER THIS MANNER DID, HE CONSECRATE THEM AND THEIR GARMENTS FOR SEVEN DAYS TOGETHER. THE SAME HE DID TO THE TABERNACLE, AND THE VESSELS THERETO BELONGING, BOTH WITH OIL FIRST INCENSED, AS I SAID, AND WITH THE BLOOD OF BULLS AND OF RAMS, SLAIN DAY BY DAY ONE, ACCORDING TO ITS KIND. BUT ON THE EIGHTH DAY HE APPOINTED A FEAST FOR THE PEOPLE, AND COMMANDED THEM TO OFFER SACRIFICE ACCORDING TO THEIR ABILITY. ACCORDINGLY, THEY CONTENDED ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND WERE AMBITIOUS TO EXCEED EACH OTHER IN THE SACRIFICES WHICH THEY BROUGHT, AND SO FULFILLED MOSES'S INJUNCTIONS. BUT AS THE SACRIFICES LAY UPON THE ALTAR, A SUDDEN FIRE WAS KINDLED FROM AMONG THEM OF ITS OWN ACCORD, AND APPEARED TO THE SIGHT LIKE FIRE FROM A FLASH OF LIGHTNING, AND CONSUMED WHATSOEVER WAS UPON THE ALTAR. 
7. HEREUPON AN AFFLICTION BEFELL AARON, CONSIDERED AS A MAN AND A FATHER, BUT WAS UNDERGONE BY HIM WITH TRUE FORTITUDE; FOR HE HAD INDEED A FIRMNESS OF SOUL IN SUCH ACCIDENTS, AND HE THOUGHT THIS CALAMITY CAME UPON HIM ACCORDING TO GOD'S WILL: FOR WHEREAS HE HAD FOUR SONS, AS I SAID BEFORE, THE TWO ELDER OF THEM, NADAB AND ABIHU, DID NOT BRING THOSE SACRIFICES WHICH MOSES BADE THEM BRING, BUT WHICH THEY USED TO OFFER FORMERLY, AND WERE BURNT TO DEATH. NOW WHEN THE FIRE RUSHED UPON THEM, AND BEGAN TO BURN THEM, NOBODY COULD QUENCH IT. ACCORDINGLY, THEY DIED IN THIS MANNER. AND MOSES BID THEIR FATHER AND THEIR BRETHREN TO TAKE UP THEIR BODIES, TO CARRY THEM OUT OF THE CAMP, AND TO BURY THEM MAGNIFICENTLY. NOW THE MULTITUDE LAMENTED THEM, AND WERE DEEPLY AFFECTED AT THIS THEIR DEATH, WHICH SO UNEXPECTEDLY BEFELL THEM. BUT MOSES ENTREATED THEIR BRETHREN AND THEIR FATHER NOT TO BE TROUBLED FOR THEM, AND TO PREFER THE HONOR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR GRIEF ABOUT THEM; FOR AARON HAD ALREADY PUT ON HIS SACRED GARMENTS. 
8. BUT MOSES REFUSED ALL THAT HONOR WHICH HE SAW THE MULTITUDE READY TO BESTOW UPON HIM, AND ATTENDED TO NOTHING ELSE BUT THE SERVICE OF GOD. HE WENT NO MORE UP TO MOUNT SINAI; BUT HE WENT INTO THE TABERNACLE, AND BROUGHT BACK ANSWERS FROM GOD FOR WHAT HE PRAYED FOR. HIS HABIT WAS ALSO THAT OF A PRIVATE MAN, AND IN ALL OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES HE BEHAVED HIMSELF LIKE ONE OF THE COMMON PEOPLE, AND WAS DESIROUS TO APPEAR WITHOUT DISTINGUISHING HIMSELF FROM THE MULTITUDE, BUT WOULD HAVE IT KNOWN THAT HE DID NOTHING ELSE BUT TAKE CARE OF THEM. HE ALSO SET DOWN IN WRITING THE FORM OF THEIR GOVERNMENT, AND THOSE LAWS BY OBEDIENCE WHERETO THEY WOULD LEAD THEIR LIVES SO AS TO PLEASE GOD, AND SO AS TO HAVE NO QUARRELS ONE AMONG ANOTHER. HOWEVER, THE LAWS HE ORDAINED WERE SUCH AS GOD SUGGESTED TO HIM; SO, I SHALL NOW DISCOURSE CONCERNING THAT FORM OF GOVERNMENT, AND THOSE LAWS. 
9. I WILL NOW TREAT OF WHAT I BEFORE OMITTED, THE GARMENT OF THE HIGH PRIEST: FOR HE [MOSES] LEFT NO ROOM FOR THE EVIL PRACTICES OF [FALSE] PROPHETS; BUT IF SOME OF THAT SORT SHOULD ATTEMPT TO ABUSE THE DIVINE AUTHORITY, HE LEFT IT TO GOD TO BE PRESENT AT HIS SACRIFICES WHEN HE PLEASED, AND WHEN HE PLEASED TO BE ABSENT. AND HE WAS WILLING THIS SHOULD BE KNOWN, NOT TO THE HEBREWS ONLY, BUT TO THOSE FOREIGNERS ALSO WHO WERE THERE. FOR AS TO THOSE STONES, WHICH WE TOLD YOU BEFORE, THE HIGH PRIEST BARE ON HIS SHOULDERS, WHICH WERE SARDONYXES, (AND I THINK IT NEEDLESS TO DESCRIBE THEIR NATURE, THEY BEING KNOWN TO EVERY BODY,) THE ONE OF THEM SHINED OUT WHEN GOD WAS PRESENT AT THEIR SACRIFICES; I MEAN THAT WHICH WAS IN THE NATURE OF A BUTTON ON HIS RIGHT SHOULDER, BRIGHT RAYS DARTING OUT THENCE, AND BEING SEEN EVEN BY THOSE THAT WERE MOST REMOTE; WHICH SPLENDOR YET WAS NOT BEFORE NATURAL TO THE STONE. THIS HAS APPEARED A WONDERFUL THING TO SUCH AS HAVE NOT SO FAR INDULGED THEMSELVES IN PHILOSOPHY, AS TO DESPISE DIVINE REVELATION. YET WILL I MENTION WHAT IS STILL MORE WONDERFUL THAN THIS: FOR GOD DECLARED BEFOREHAND, BY THOSE TWELVE STONES WHICH THE HIGH PRIEST, BARE ON HIS BREAST, AND WHICH WERE INSERTED INTO HIS BREASTPLATE, WHEN THEY SHOULD BE VICTORIOUS IN BATTLE; FOR SO GREAT A SPLENDOR SHONE FORTH FROM THEM BEFORE THE ARMY BEGAN TO MARCH, THAT ALL THE PEOPLE WERE SENSIBLE OF GOD'S BEING PRESENT FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE. WHENCE IT CAME TO PASS THAT THOSE GREEKS, WHO HAD A VENERATION FOR OUR LAWS, BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT POSSIBLY CONTRADICT THIS, CALLED THAT BREASTPLATE THE ORACLE. NOW THIS BREASTPLATE, AND THIS SARDONYX, LEFT OFF SHINING TWO HUNDRED YEARS BEFORE I COMPOSED THIS BOOK, GOD HAVING BEEN DISPLEASED AT THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF HIS LAWS. OF WHICH THINGS WE SHALL FURTHER DISCOURSE ON A FITTER OPPORTUNITY; BUT I WILL NOW GO ON WITH MY PROPOSED NARRATION. 
10. THE TABERNACLE BEING NOW CONSECRATED, AND A REGULAR ORDER BEING SETTLED FOR THE PRIESTS, THE MULTITUDE JUDGED THAT GOD NOW DWELT AMONG THEM, AND BETOOK THEMSELVES TO SACRIFICES AND PRAISES TO GOD AS BEING NOW DELIVERED FROM ALL EXPECTATION OF EVILS AND AS ENTERTAINING A HOPEFUL PROSPECT OF BETTER TIMES HEREAFTER. THEY OFFERED ALSO GIFTS TO GOD SOME AS COMMON TO THE WHOLE NATION, AND OTHERS AS PECULIAR TO THEMSELVES, AND THESE TRIBE BY TRIBE; FOR THE HEADS OF THE TRIBES COMBINED TOGETHER, TWO BY TWO, AND BROUGHT A WAGON AND A YOKE OF OXEN. THESE AMOUNTED TO SIX, AND THEY CARRIED THE TABERNACLE WHEN THEY JOURNEYED. BESIDES WHICH, EACH HEAD OF A TRIBE BROUGHT A BOWL, AND A CHARGER, AND A SPOON, OF TEN DARICS, FULL OF INCENSE. NOW THE CHARGER AND THE BOWL WERE OF SILVER, AND TOGETHER THEY WEIGHED TWO HUNDRED SHEKELS, BUT THE BOWL COST NO MORE THAN SEVENTY SHEKELS; AND THESE WERE FULL OF FINE FLOUR MINGLED WITH OIL, SUCH AS THEY USED ON THE ALTAR ABOUT THE SACRIFICES. THEY BROUGHT ALSO A YOUNG BULLOCK, AND A RAM, WITH A LAMB OF A YEAR OLD, FOR A WHOLE BURNT-OFFERING, AS ALSO A GOAT FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. EVERY ONE OF THE HEADS OF THE TRIBES BROUGHT ALSO OTHER SACRIFICES, CALLED PEACE-OFFERINGS, FOR EVERY DAY TWO BULLS, AND FIVE RAMS, WITH LAMBS OF A YEAR OLD, AND KIDS OF THE GOATS. THESE HEADS OF TRIBES WERE TWELVE DAYS IN SACRIFICING, ONE SACRIFICING EVERY DAY. NOW MOSES WENT NO LONGER UP TO MOUNT SINAI, BUT WENT INTO THE TABERNACLE, AND LEARNED OF GOD WHAT THEY WERE TO DO, AND WHAT LAWS SHOULD BE MADE; WHICH LAWS WERE PREFERABLE TO WHAT HAVE BEEN DEVISED BY HUMAN UNDERSTANDING, AND PROVED TO BE FIRMLY OBSERVED FOR ALL TIME TO COME, AS BEING BELIEVED TO BE THE GIFT OF GOD, INSOMUCH THAT THE HEBREWS DID NOT TRANSGRESS ANY OF THOSE LAWS, EITHER AS TEMPTED IN TIMES OF PEACE BY LUXURY, OR IN TIMES OF WAR BY DISTRESS OF AFFAIRS. BUT I SAY NO MORE HERE CONCERNING THEM, BECAUSE I HAVE RESOLVED TO COMPOSE ANOTHER WORK CONCERNING OUR LAWS.
CHAPTER 9. THE MANNER OF OUR OFFERING SACRIFICES. 
1. I WILL NOW, HOWEVER, MAKE MENTION OF A FEW OF OUR LAWS WHICH BELONG TO PURIFICATIONS, AND THE LIKE SACRED OFFICES, SINCE I AM ACCIDENTALLY COME TO THIS MATTER OF SACRIFICES. THESE SACRIFICES WERE OF TWO SORTS; OF THOSE SORTS ONE WAS OFFERED FOR PRIVATE PERSONS, AND THE OTHER FOR THE PEOPLE IN GENERAL; AND THEY ARE DONE IN TWO DIFFERENT WAYS. IN THE ONE CASE, WHAT IS SLAIN IS BURNT, AS A WHOLE BURNT-OFFERING, WHENCE THAT NAME IS GIVEN TO IT; BUT THE OTHER IS A THANK-OFFERING, AND IS DESIGNED FOR FEASTING THOSE THAT SACRIFICE. I WILL SPEAK OF THE FORMER. SUPPOSE A PRIVATE MAN OFFER A BURNT-OFFERING, HE MUST SLAY EITHER A BULL, A LAMB, OR A KID OF THE GOATS, AND THE TWO LATTER OF THE FIRST YEAR, THOUGH OF BULLS HE IS PERMITTED TO SACRIFICE THOSE OF A GREATER AGE; BUT ALL BURNT-OFFERINGS ARE TO BE OF MALES. WHEN THEY ARE SLAIN, THE PRIESTS SPRINKLE THE BLOOD ROUND ABOUT THE ALTAR; THEY THEN CLEANSE THE BODIES, AND DIVIDE THEM INTO PARTS, AND SALT THEM WITH SALT, AND LAY THEM UPON THE ALTAR, WHILE THE PIECES OF WOOD ARE PILED ONE UPON ANOTHER, AND THE FIRE IS BURNING; THEY NEXT CLEANSE THE FEET OF THE SACRIFICES, AND THE INWARDS, IN AN ACCURATE MANNER AND SO LAY THEM TO THE REST TO BE PURGED BY THE FIRE, WHILE THE PRIESTS RECEIVE THE HIDES. THIS IS THE WAY OF OFFERING A BURNT-OFFERING. 
2. BUT THOSE THAT OFFER THANK-OFFERINGS DO INDEED SACRIFICE THE SAME CREATURES, BUT SUCH AS ARE UNBLEMISHED, AND ABOVE A YEAR OLD; HOWEVER, THEY MAY TAKE EITHER MALES OR FEMALES. THEY ALSO SPRINKLE THE ALTAR WITH THEIR BLOOD; BUT THEY LAY UPON THE ALTAR THE KIDNEYS AND THE CAUL, AND ALL THE FAT, AND THE LOBE OF THE LIVER, TOGETHER WITH THE RUMP OF THE LAMB; THEN, GIVING THE BREAST AND THE RIGHT SHOULDER TO THE PRIESTS, THE OFFERERS FEAST UPON THE REMAINDER OF THE FLESH FOR TWO DAYS; AND WHAT REMAINS THEY BURN. 
3. THE SACRIFICES FOR SINS ARE OFFERED IN THE SAME MANNER AS IS THE THANK-OFFERING. BUT THOSE WHO ARE UNABLE TO PURCHASE COMPLETE SACRIFICES, OFFER TWO PIGEONS, OR TURTLE DOVES; THE ONE OF WHICH IS MADE A BURNT-OFFERING TO GOD, THE OTHER THEY GIVE AS FOOD TO THE PRIESTS. BUT WE SHALL TREAT MORE ACCURATELY ABOUT THE OBLATION OF THESE CREATURES IN OUR DISCOURSE CONCERNING SACRIFICES. BUT IF A PERSON, FALL INTO SIN BY IGNORANCE, HE OFFERS AN EWE LAMB, OR A FEMALE KID OF THE GOATS, OF THE SAME AGE; AND THE PRIESTS SPRINKLE THE BLOOD AT THE ALTAR, NOT AFTER THE FORMER MANNER, BUT AT THE CORNERS OF IT. THEY ALSO BRING THE KIDNEYS AND THE REST OF THE FAT, TOGETHER WITH THE LOBE OF THE LIVER, TO THE ALTAR, WHILE THE PRIESTS BEAR AWAY THE HIDES AND THE FLESH, AND SPEND IT IN THE HOLY PLACE, ON THE SAME DAY; FOR THE LAW DOES NOT PERMIT THEM TO LEAVE OF IT UNTIL THE MORNING. BUT IF ANY ONE SIN, AND IS CONSCIOUS OF IT HIMSELF, BUT HATH NOBODY THAT CAN PROVE IT UPON HIM, HE OFFERS A RAM, THE LAW ENJOINING HIM SO TO DO; THE FLESH OF WHICH THE PRIESTS EAT, AS BEFORE, IN THE HOLY PLACE, ON THE SAME DAY. AND IF THE RULERS OFFER SACRIFICES FOR THEIR SINS, THEY BRING THE SAME OBLATIONS THAT PRIVATE MEN DO; ONLY THEY SO FAR DIFFER, THAT THEY ARE TO BRING FOR SACRIFICES A BULL OR A KID OF THE GOATS, BOTH MALES. 
4. NOW THE LAW REQUIRES, BOTH IN PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SACRIFICES, THAT THE FINEST FLOUR BE ALSO BROUGHT; FOR A LAMB THE MEASURE OF ONE TENTH DEAL, - FOR A RAM TWO, - AND FOR A BULL THREE. THIS THEY CONSECRATE UPON THE ALTAR, WHEN IT IS MINGLED WITH OIL; FOR OIL IS ALSO BROUGHT BY THOSE THAT SACRIFICE; FOR A BULL THE HALF OF AN HIN, AND FOR A RAM THE THIRD PART OF THE SAME MEASURE, AND ONE QUARTER OF IT FOR A LAMB. THIS HIN IS AN ANCIENT HEBREW MEASURE, AND IS EQUIVALENT TO TWO ATHENIAN CHOAS (OR CONGIUSES). THEY BRING THE SAME QUANTITY OF OIL WHICH THEY DO OF WINE, AND THEY POUR THE WINE ABOUT THE ALTAR; BUT IF ANY ONE DOES NOT OFFER A COMPLETE SACRIFICE OF ANIMALS, BUT BRINGS FINE FLOUR ONLY FOR A VOW, HE THROWS A HANDFUL UPON THE ALTAR AS ITS FIRST-FRUITS, WHILE THE PRIESTS TAKE THE REST FOR THEIR FOOD, EITHER BOILED OR MINGLED WITH OIL, BUT MADE INTO CAKES OF BREAD. BUT WHATSOEVER IT BE THAT A PRIEST HIMSELF OFFERS, IT MUST OF NECESSITY BE ALL BURNT. NOW THE LAW FORBIDS US TO SACRIFICE ANY ANIMAL AT THE SAME TIME WITH ITS DAM; AND, IN OTHER CASES, NOT TILL THE EIGHTH DAY AFTER ITS BIRTH. OTHER SACRIFICES THERE ARE ALSO APPOINTED FOR ESCAPING DISTEMPERS, OR FOR OTHER OCCASIONS, IN WHICH MEAT-OFFERINGS ARE CONSUMED, TOGETHER WITH THE ANIMALS THAT ARE SACRIFICED; OF WHICH IT IS NOT LAWFUL TO LEAVE ANY PART TILL THE NEXT DAY, ONLY THE PRIESTS ARE TO TAKE THEIR OWN SHARE. 
CHAPTER 10. CONCERNING THE FESTIVALS; AND HOW EACH DAY OF SUCH FESTIVAL IS TO BE OBSERVED. 
1. THE LAW REQUIRES, THAT OUT OF THE PUBLIC EXPENSES A LAMB OF THE FIRST YEAR BE KILLED EVERY DAY, AT THE BEGINNING AND AT THE ENDING OF THE DAY; BUT ON THE SEVENTH DAY, WHICH IS CALLED THE SABBATH, THEY KILL TWO, AND SACRIFICE THEM IN THE SAME MANNER. AT THE NEW MOON, THEY BOTH PERFORM THE DAILY SACRIFICES, AND SLAY TWO BULLS, WITH SEVEN LAMBS OF THE FIRST YEAR, AND A KID OF THE GOATS ALSO, FOR THE EXPIATION OF SINS; THAT IS, IF THEY HAVE SINNED THROUGH IGNORANCE. 
2. BUT ON THE SEVENTH MONTH, WHICH THE MACEDONIANS CALL HYPERBERETAEUS, THEY MAKE AN ADDITION TO THOSE ALREADY MENTIONED, AND SACRIFICE A BULL, A RAM, AND SEVEN LAMBS, AND A KID OF THE GOATS, FOR SINS. 
3. ON THE TENTH DAY OF THE SAME LUNAR MONTH, THEY FAST TILL THE EVENING; AND THIS DAY THEY SACRIFICE A BULL, AND TWO RAMS, AND SEVEN LAMBS, AND A KID OF THE GOATS, FOR SINS. AND, BESIDES THESE, THEY BRING TWO KIDS OF THE GOATS; THE ONE OF WHICH IS SENT ALIVE OUT OF THE LIMITS OF THE CAMP INTO THE WILDERNESS FOR THE SCAPEGOAT, AND TO BE AN EXPIATION FOR THE SINS OF THE WHOLE MULTITUDE; BUT THE OTHER IS BROUGHT INTO A PLACE OF GREAT CLEANNESS, WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE CAMP, AND IS THERE BURNT, WITH ITS SKIN, WITHOUT ANY SORT OF CLEANSING. WITH THIS GOAT WAS BURNT A BULL, NOT BROUGHT BY THE PEOPLE, BUT BY THE HIGH PRIEST, AT HIS OWN CHARGES; WHICH, WHEN IT WAS SLAIN, HE BROUGHT OF THE BLOOD INTO THE HOLY PLACE, TOGETHER WITH THE BLOOD OF THE KID OF THE GOATS, AND SPRINKLED THE CEILING WITH HIS FINGER SEVEN TIMES, AS ALSO ITS PAVEMENT, AND AGAIN AS OFTEN TOWARD THE MOST HOLY PLACE, AND ABOUT THE GOLDEN ALTAR: HE ALSO AT LAST BRINGS IT INTO THE OPEN COURT, AND SPRINKLES IT ABOUT THE GREAT ALTAR. BESIDES THIS, THEY SET THE EXTREMITIES, AND THE KIDNEYS, AND THE FAT, WITH THE LOBE OF THE LIVER, UPON THE ALTAR. THE HIGH PRIEST LIKEWISE PRESENTS A RAM TO GOD AS A BURNT-OFFERING. 
4. UPON THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF THE SAME MONTH, WHEN THE SEASON OF THE YEAR IS CHANGING FOR WINTER, THE LAW ENJOINS US TO PITCH TABERNACLES IN EVERY ONE OF OUR HOUSES, SO THAT WE PRESERVE OURSELVES FROM THE COLD OF THAT TIME OF THE YEAR; AS ALSO THAT WHEN WE SHOULD ARRIVE AT OUR OWN COUNTRY, AND COME TO THAT CITY WHICH WE SHOULD HAVE THEN FOR OUR METROPOLIS, BECAUSE OF THE TEMPLE THEREIN TO BE BUILT, AND KEEP A FESTIVAL FOR EIGHT DAYS, AND OFFER BURNT-OFFERINGS, AND SACRIFICE THANK-OFFERINGS, THAT WE SHOULD THEN CARRY IN OUR HANDS A BRANCH OF MYRTLE, AND WILLOW, AND A BOUGH OF THE PALM-TREE, WITH THE ADDITION OF THE POME CITRON: THAT THE BURNT-OFFERING ON THE FIRST OF THOSE DAYS WAS TO BE A SACRIFICE OF THIRTEEN BULLS, AND FOURTEEN LAMBS, AND FIFTEEN RAMS, WITH THE ADDITION OF A KID OF THE GOATS, AS AN EXPIATION FOR SINS; AND ON THE FOLLOWING DAYS THE SAME NUMBER OF LAMBS, AND OF RAMS, WITH THE KIDS OF THE GOATS; BUT ABATING ONE OF THE BULLS EVERY DAY TILL THEY AMOUNTED TO SEVEN ONLY. ON THE EIGHTH DAY ALL WORK WAS LAID ASIDE, AND THEN, AS WE SAID BEFORE, THEY SACRIFICED TO GOD A BULLOCK, A RAM, AND SEVEN LAMBS, WITH A KID OF THE GOATS, FOR AN EXPIATION OF SINS. AND THIS IS THE ACCUSTOMED SOLEMNITY OF THE HEBREWS, WHEN THEY PITCH THEIR TABERNACLES. 
5. IN THE MONTH OF XANTHICUS, WHICH IS BY US CALLED NISAN, AND IS THE BEGINNING OF OUR YEAR, ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH, WHEN THE SUN IS IN ARIES, (FOR IN THIS MONTH IT WAS THAT WE WERE DELIVERED FROM BONDAGE UNDER THE EGYPTIANS,) THE LAW ORDAINED THAT WE SHOULD EVERY YEAR SLAY THAT SACRIFICE WHICH I BEFORE TOLD YOU WE SLEW WHEN WE CAME OUT OF EGYPT, AND WHICH WAS CALLED THE PASSOVER; AND SO WE DO CELEBRATE THIS PASSOVER IN COMPANIES, LEAVING NOTHING OF WHAT WE SACRIFICE TILL THE DAY FOLLOWING. THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD SUCCEEDS THAT OF THE PASSOVER, AND FALLS ON THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH, AND CONTINUES SEVEN DAYS, WHEREIN THEY FEED ON UNLEAVENED BREAD; ON EVERY ONE OF WHICH DAYS TWO BULLS ARE KILLED, AND ONE RAM, AND SEVEN LAMBS. NOW THESE LAMBS ARE ENTIRELY BURNT, BESIDES THE KID OF THE GOATS WHICH IS ADDED TO ALL THE REST, FOR SINS; FOR IT IS INTENDED AS A FEAST FOR THE PRIEST ON EVERY ONE OF THOSE DAYS. BUT ON THE SECOND DAY OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, WHICH IS THE SIXTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH, THEY FIRST PARTAKE OF THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH, FOR BEFORE THAT DAY THEY DO NOT TOUCH THEM. AND WHILE THEY SUPPOSE IT PROPER TO HONOR GOD, FROM WHOM THEY OBTAIN THIS PLENTIFUL PROVISION, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THEY OFFER THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THEIR BARLEY, AND THAT IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING: THEY TAKE A HANDFUL OF THE EARS, AND DRY THEM, THEN BEAT THEM SMALL, AND PURGE THE BARLEY FROM THE BRAN; THEY THEN BRING ONE TENTH DEAL TO THE ALTAR, TO GOD; AND, CASTING ONE HANDFUL OF IT UPON THE FIRE, THEY LEAVE THE REST FOR THE USE OF THE PRIEST. AND AFTER THIS IT IS THAT THEY MAY PUBLICLY OR PRIVATELY REAP THEIR HARVEST. THEY ALSO AT THIS PARTICIPATION OF THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THE EARTH, SACRIFICE A LAMB, AS A BURNT-OFFERING TO GOD. 
6. WHEN A WEEK OF WEEKS HAS PASSED OVER AFTER THIS SACRIFICE, (WHICH WEEKS CONTAIN FORTY AND NINE DAYS,) ON THE FIFTIETH DAY, WHICH IS PENTECOST, BUT IS CALLED BY THE HEBREWS ASARTHA, WHICH SIGNIFIES PENTECOST, THEY BRING TO GOD A LOAF, MADE OF WHEAT FLOUR, OF TWO TENTH DEALS, WITH LEAVEN; AND FOR SACRIFICES THEY BRING TWO LAMBS; AND WHEN THEY HAVE ONLY PRESENTED THEM TO GOD, THEY ARE MADE READY FOR SUPPER FOR THE PRIESTS; NOR IS IT PERMITTED TO LEAVE ANY THING OF THEM TILL THE DAY FOLLOWING. THEY ALSO SLAY THREE BULLOCKS FOR A BURNT-OFFERING, AND TWO RAMS; AND FOURTEEN LAMBS, WITH TWO KIDS OF THE GOATS, FOR SINS; NOR IS THERE ANYONE OF THE FESTIVALS BUT IN IT THEY OFFER BURNT-OFFERINGS; THEY ALSO ALLOW THEMSELVES TO REST ON EVERY ONE OF THEM. ACCORDINGLY, THE LAW PRESCRIBES IN THEM ALL WHAT KINDS THEY ARE TO SACRIFICE, AND HOW THEY ARE TO REST ENTIRELY, AND MUST SLAY SACRIFICES, IN ORDER TO FEAST UPON THEM. 7. HOWEVER, OUT OF THE COMMON CHARGES, BAKED BREAD [WAS SET ON THE TABLE OF SHEW-BREAD], WITHOUT LEAVEN, OF TWENTY-FOUR TENTH DEALS OF FLOUR, FOR SO MUCH IS SPENT UPON THIS BREAD; TWO HEAPS OF THESE WERE BAKED, THEY WERE BAKED THE DAY BEFORE THE SABBATH, BUT WERE BROUGHT INTO THE HOLY PLACE ON THE MORNING OF THE SABBATH, AND SET UPON THE HOLY TABLE, SIX ON A HEAP, ONE LOAF STILL STANDING OVER AGAINST ANOTHER; WHERE TWO GOLDEN CUPS FULL OF FRANKINCENSE WERE ALSO SET UPON THEM, AND THERE THEY REMAINED TILL ANOTHER SABBATH, AND THEN OTHER LOAVES WERE BROUGHT IN THEIR STEAD, WHILE THE LOAVES WERE GIVEN TO THE PRIESTS FOR THEIR FOOD, AND THE FRANKINCENSE WAS BURNT IN THAT SACRED FIRE WHEREIN ALL THEIR OFFERINGS WERE BURNT ALSO; AND SO OTHER FRANKINCENSE WAS SET UPON THE LOAVES INSTEAD OF WHAT WAS THERE BEFORE. THE [HIGH PRIEST ALSO, OF HIS OWN CHARGES, OFFERED A SACRIFICE, AND THAT TWICE EVERY DAY. IT WAS MADE OF FLOUR MINGLED WITH OIL, AND GENTLY BAKED BY THE FIRE; THE QUANTITY WAS ONE TENTH DEAL OF FLOUR; HE BROUGHT THE HALF OF IT TO THE FIRE IN THE MORNING, AND THE OTHER HALF AT NIGHT. THE ACCOUNT OF THESE SACRIFICES I SHALL GIVE MORE ACCURATELY HEREAFTER; BUT I THINK I HAVE PREMISED WHAT FOR THE PRESENT MAY BE SUFFICIENT CONCERNING THEM. 
CHAPTER 11. OF THE PURIFICATIONS. 
1. MOSES TOOK OUT THE TRIBE OF LEVI FROM COMMUNICATING WITH THE REST OF THE PEOPLE, AND SET THEM APART TO BE A HOLY TRIBE; AND PURIFIED THEM BY WATER TAKEN FROM PERPETUAL SPRINGS, AND WITH SUCH SACRIFICES AS WERE USUALLY OFFERED TO GOD ON THE LIKE OCCASIONS. HE DELIVERED TO THEM ALSO THE TABERNACLE, AND THE SACRED VESSELS, AND THE OTHER CURTAINS, WHICH WERE MADE FOR COVERING THE TABERNACLE, THAT THEY MIGHT MINISTER UNDER THE CONDUCT OF THE PRIESTS, WHO HAD BEEN ALREADY CONSECRATED TO GOD. 
2. HE ALSO DETERMINED CONCERNING ANIMALS; WHICH OF THEM MIGHT BE USED FOR FOOD, AND WHICH THEY WERE OBLIGED TO ABSTAIN FROM; WHICH MATTERS, WHEN THIS WORK SHALL GIVE ME OCCASION, SHALL BE FURTHER EXPLAINED; AND THE CAUSES SHALL BE ADDED BY WHICH HE WAS MOVED TO ALLOT SOME OF THEM TO BE OUR FOOD, AND ENJOINED US TO ABSTAIN FROM OTHERS. HOWEVER, HE ENTIRELY FORBADE US THE USE OF BLOOD FOR FOOD, AND ESTEEMED IT TO CONTAIN THE SOUL AND SPIRIT. HE ALSO FORBADE US TO EAT THE FLESH OF AN ANIMAL THAT DIED OF ITSELF, AS ALSO THE CAUL, AND THE FAT OF GOATS, AND SHEEP, AND BULLS. 
3. HE ALSO ORDERED THAT THOSE WHOSE BODIES WERE AFFLICTED WITH LEPROSY, AND THAT HAD A GONORRHEA, SHOULD NOT COME INTO THE CITY; NAY, HE REMOVED THE WOMEN, WHEN THEY HAD THEIR NATURAL PURGATIONS, TILL THE SEVENTH DAY; AFTER WHICH HE LOOKED ON THEM AS PURE, AND PERMITTED THEM TO COME IN AGAIN. THE LAW PERMITS THOSE ALSO WHO HAVE TAKEN CARE OF FUNERALS TO COME IN AFTER THE SAME MANNER, WHEN THIS NUMBER OF DAYS IS OVER; BUT IF ANY CONTINUED LONGER THAN THAT NUMBER OF DAYS IN A STATE OF POLLUTION, THE LAW APPOINTED THE OFFERING TWO LAMBS FOR A SACRIFICE; THE ONE OF WHICH THEY ARE TO PURGE BY FIRE, AND FOR THE OTHER, THE PRIESTS TAKE IT FOR THEMSELVES. IN THE SAME MANNER DO THOSE SACRIFICE WHO HAVE HAD THE GONORRHEA. BUT HE THAT SHEDS HIS SEED IN HIS SLEEP, IF HE, GO DOWN INTO COLD WATER, HAS THE SAME PRIVILEGE WITH THOSE THAT HAVE LAWFULLY ACCOMPANIED WITH THEIR WIVES. AND FOR THE LEPERS, HE SUFFERED THEM NOT TO COME INTO THE CITY AT ALL, NOR TO LIVE WITH ANY OTHERS, AS IF THEY WERE IN EFFECT DEAD PERSONS; BUT IF ANY ONE HAD OBTAINED BY PRAYER TO GOD, THE RECOVERY FROM THAT DISTEMPER, AND HAD GAINED A HEALTHFUL COMPLEXION AGAIN, SUCH A ONE RETURNED THANKS TO GOD, WITH SEVERAL SORTS OF SACRIFICES; CONCERNING WHICH WE WILL SPEAK HEREAFTER.
4. WHENCE ONE CANNOT BUT SMILE AT THOSE WHO SAY THAT MOSES WAS HIMSELF AFFLICTED WITH THE LEPROSY WHEN HE FLED OUT OF EGYPT, AND THAT HE BECAME THE CONDUCTOR OF THOSE WHO ON THAT ACCOUNT LEFT THAT COUNTRY, AND LED THEM INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN; FOR HAD THIS BEEN TRUE, MOSES WOULD NOT HAVE MADE THESE LAWS TO HIS OWN DISHONOR, WHICH INDEED IT WAS MORE LIKELY HE WOULD HAVE OPPOSED, IF OTHERS HAD ENDEAVORED TO INTRODUCE THEM; AND THIS THE RATHER, BECAUSE THERE ARE LEPERS IN MANY NATIONS, WHO YET ARE IN HONOR, AND NOT ONLY FREE FROM REPROACH AND AVOIDANCE, BUT WHO HAVE BEEN GREAT CAPTAINS OF ARMIES, AND BEEN INTRUSTED WITH HIGH OFFICES IN THE COMMONWEALTH, AND HAVE HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF ENTERING INTO HOLY PLACES AND TEMPLES; SO THAT NOTHING HINDERED, BUT IF EITHER MOSES HIMSELF, OR THE MULTITUDE THAT WAS WITH HIM, HAD BEEN LIABLE TO SUCH A MISFORTUNE IN THE COLOR OF HIS SKIN, HE MIGHT HAVE MADE LAWS ABOUT THEM FOR THEIR CREDIT AND ADVANTAGE, AND HAVE LAID NO MANNER OF DIFFICULTY UPON THEM. ACCORDINGLY, IT IS A PLAIN CASE, THAT IT IS OUT OF VIOLENT PREJUDICE ONLY THAT THEY REPORT THESE THINGS ABOUT US. BUT MOSES WAS PURE FROM ANY SUCH DISTEMPER, AND LIVED WITH COUNTRYMEN WHO WERE PURE OF IT ALSO, AND THENCE MADE THE LAWS WHICH CONCERNED OTHERS THAT HAD THE DISTEMPER. HE DID THIS FOR THE HONOR OF GOD. BUT AS TO THESE MATTERS, LET EVERY ONE, CONSIDER THEM AFTER WHAT MANNER HE PLEASES. 
5. AS TO THE WOMEN, WHEN THEY HAVE BORN A CHILD, MOSES FORBADE THEM TO COME INTO THE TEMPLE, OR TOUCH THE SACRIFICES, BEFORE FORTY DAYS WERE OVER, SUPPOSING IT TO BE A BOY; BUT IF SHE HATH BORN A GIRL, THE LAW IS THAT SHE CANNOT BE ADMITTED BEFORE TWICE THAT NUMBER OF DAYS BE OVER. AND WHEN AFTER THE BEFORE-MENTIONED TIME APPOINTED FOR THEM, THEY PERFORM THEIR SACRIFICES, THE PRIESTS DISTRIBUTE THEM BEFORE GOD. 
6. BUT IF ANY ONE SUSPECT THAT HIS WIFE HAS BEEN GUILTY OF ADULTERY, HE WAS TO BRING A TENTH DEAL OF BARLEY FLOUR; THEY THEN CAST ONE HANDFUL TO GOD AND GAVE THE REST OF IT TO THE PRIESTS FOR FOOD. ONE OF THE PRIESTS SET THE WOMAN AT THE GATES THAT ARE TURNED TOWARDS THE TEMPLE, AND TOOK THE VEIL FROM HER HEAD, AND WROTE THE NAME OF GOD ON PARCHMENT, AND ENJOINED HER TO SWEAR THAT SHE HAD NOT AT ALL INJURED HER HUSBAND; AND TO WISH THAT, IF SHE HAD VIOLATED HER CHASTITY, HER RIGHT THIGH MIGHT BE PUT OUT OF JOINT; THAT HER BELLY MIGHT SWELL; AND THAT SHE MIGHT DIE THUS: BUT THAT IF HER HUSBAND, BY THE VIOLENCE OF HIS AFFECTION, AND OF THE JEALOUSY WHICH AROSE FROM IT, HAD BEEN RASHLY MOVED TO THIS SUSPICION, THAT SHE MIGHT BEAR A MALE CHILD IN THE TENTH MONTH. NOW WHEN THESE OATHS WERE OVER, THE PRIEST WIPED THE NAME OF GOD OUT OF THE PARCHMENT, AND WRUNG THE WATER INTO A VIAL. HE ALSO TOOK SOME DUST OUT OF THE TEMPLE, IF ANY HAPPENED TO BE THERE, AND PUT A LITTLE OF IT INTO THE VIAL, AND GAVE IT HER TO DRINK; WHEREUPON THE WOMAN, IF SHE WERE UNJUSTLY ACCUSED, CONCEIVED WITH CHILD, AND BROUGHT IT TO PERFECTION IN HER WOMB: BUT IF SHE HAD BROKEN HER FAITH OF WEDLOCK TO HER HUSBAND, AND HAD SWORN FALSELY BEFORE GOD, SHE DIED IN A REPROACHFUL MANNER; HER THIGH FELL OFF FROM HER, AND HER BELLY SWELLED WITH A DROPSY. AND THESE ARE THE CEREMONIES ABOUT SACRIFICES, AND ABOUT THE PURIFICATIONS THERETO BELONGING, WHICH MOSES PROVIDED FOR HIS COUNTRYMEN. HE ALSO PRESCRIBED THE FOLLOWING LAWS TO THEM: 
CHAPTER 12. SEVERAL LAWS. 
1. AS FOR ADULTERY, MOSES FORBADE IT ENTIRELY, AS ESTEEMING IT A HAPPY THING THAT MEN SHOULD BE WISE IN THE AFFAIRS OF WEDLOCK; AND THAT IT WAS PROFITABLE BOTH TO CITIES AND FAMILIES THAT CHILDREN SHOULD BE KNOWN TO BE GENUINE. HE ALSO ABHORRED MEN'S LYING WITH THEIR MOTHERS, AS ONE OF THE GREATEST CRIMES; AND THE LIKE FOR LYING WITH THE FATHER'S WIFE, AND WITH AUNTS, AND SISTERS, AND SONS' WIVES, AS ALL INSTANCES OF ABOMINABLE WICKEDNESS. HE ALSO FORBADE A MAN TO LIE WITH HIS WIFE WHEN SHE WAS DEFILED BY HER NATURAL PURGATION: AND NOT TO COME NEAR BRUTE BEASTS; NOR TO APPROVE OF THE LYING WITH A MALE, WHICH WAS TO HUNT AFTER UNLAWFUL PLEASURES ON ACCOUNT OF BEAUTY. TO THOSE WHO WERE GUILTY OF SUCH INSOLENT BEHAVIOR, HE ORDAINED DEATH FOR THEIR PUNISHMENT. 
2. AS FOR THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS], HE PRESCRIBED TO THEM A DOUBLE DEGREE OF PURITY FOR HE RESTRAINED THEM IN THE INSTANCES ABOVE, AND MOREOVER FORBADE THEM TO MARRY HARLOTS [WHORES, PROSTITUTES OR WITCHES]. HE ALSO FORBADE THEM TO MARRY A SLAVE [TO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS], OR A CAPTIVE [UNDER THE LAW], AND SUCH AS GOT THEIR LIVING BY CHEATING TRADES [THIEVERY BY STEALING MONEY FROM THE LORD], AND BY KEEPING INNS [INNKEEPERS OR MAIDS]; AS ALSO A WOMAN PARTED FROM HER HUSBAND [DIVORCED], ON ANY ACCOUNT WHATSOEVER. NAY, HE DID NOT THINK IT PROPER FOR THE HIGH PRIEST TO MARRY EVEN THE WIDOW OF ONE THAT WAS DEAD, THOUGH HE ALLOWED THAT TO THE PRIESTS; BUT HE PERMITTED HIM ONLY TO MARRY A VIRGIN, AND TO RETAIN HER. WHENCE IT IS THAT THE HIGH PRIEST IS NOT TO COME NEAR TO ONE THAT IS DEAD, ALTHOUGH THE REST ARE NOT PROHIBITED FROM COMING NEAR TO THEIR BRETHREN, OR PARENTS, OR CHILDREN, WHEN THEY ARE DEAD; BUT THEY ARE TO BE UNBLEMISHED IN ALL RESPECTS. HE ORDERED THAT THE PRIEST WHO HAD ANY BLEMISH, SHOULD HAVE HIS PORTION INDEED AMONG THE PRIESTS, BUT HE FORBADE HIM TO ASCEND THE ALTAR, OR TO ENTER INTO THE HOLY HOUSE. HE ALSO ENJOINED THEM, NOT ONLY TO OBSERVE PURITY IN THEIR SACRED MINISTRATIONS, BUT IN THEIR DAILY CONVERSATION, THAT IT MIGHT BE UNBLAMEABLE ALSO. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, IT IS THAT THOSE WHO WEAR THE SACERDOTAL GARMENTS ARE WITHOUT SPOT, AND EMINENT FOR THEIR PURITY AND SOBRIETY: NOR ARE THEY PERMITTED TO DRINK WINE SO LONG AS THEY WEAR THOSE GARMENTS. MOREOVER, THEY OFFER SACRIFICES THAT ARE ENTIRE, AND HAVE NO DEFECT WHATSOEVER.
3. AND TRULY MOSES GAVE THEM ALL THESE PRECEPTS, BEING SUCH AS WERE OBSERVED DURING HIS OWN LIFETIME; BUT THOUGH HE LIVED NOW IN THE WILDERNESS, YET DID HE MAKE PROVISION HOW THEY MIGHT OBSERVE THE SAME LAWS WHEN THEY SHOULD HAVE TAKEN THE LAND OF CANAAN. HE GAVE THEM REST TO THE LAND FROM PLOUGHING AND PLANTING EVERY SEVENTH YEAR, AS HE HAD PRESCRIBED TO THEM TO REST FROM WORKING EVERY SEVENTH DAY; AND ORDERED, THAT THEN WHAT GREW OF ITS OWN ACCORD OUT OF THE EARTH SHOULD IN COMMON BELONG TO ALL THAT PLEASED TO USE IT, MAKING NO DISTINCTION IN THAT RESPECT BETWEEN THEIR OWN COUNTRYMEN AND FOREIGNERS: AND HE ORDAINED, THAT THEY SHOULD DO THE SAME AFTER SEVEN TIMES SEVEN YEARS, WHICH IN ALL ARE FIFTY YEARS; AND THAT FIFTIETH YEAR IS CALLED BY THE HEBREWS THE JUBILEE, WHEREIN DEBTORS ARE FREED FROM THEIR DEBTS, AND SLAVES ARE SET AT LIBERTY; WHICH SLAVES BECAME SUCH, THOUGH THEY WERE OF THE SAME STOCK, BY TRANSGRESSING SOME OF THOSE LAWS THE PUNISHMENT OF WHICH WAS NOT CAPITAL, BUT THEY WERE PUNISHED BY THIS METHOD OF SLAVERY. THIS YEAR ALSO RESTORES THE LAND TO ITS FORMER POSSESSORS IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING: - WHEN THE JUBILEE IS COME, WHICH NAME DENOTES LIBERTY, HE THAT SOLD THE LAND, AND HE THAT BOUGHT IT, MEET TOGETHER, AND MAKE AN ESTIMATE, ON ONE HAND, OF THE FRUITS GATHERED; AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, OF THE EXPENSES LAID OUT UPON IT. IF THE FRUITS GATHERED COME TO MORE THAN THE EXPENSES LAID OUT, HE THAT SOLD IT TAKES THE LAND AGAIN; BUT IF THE EXPENSES PROVE MORE THAN THE FRUITS, THE PRESENT POSSESSOR RECEIVES OF THE FORMER OWNER THE DIFFERENCE THAT WAS WANTING, AND LEAVES THE LAND TO HIM; AND IF THE FRUITS RECEIVED, AND THE EXPENSES LAID OUT, PROVE EQUAL TO ONE ANOTHER, THE PRESENT POSSESSOR RELINQUISHES IT TO THE FORMER OWNERS. MOSES WOULD HAVE THE SAME LAW OBTAIN AS TO THOSE HOUSES ALSO WHICH WERE SOLD IN VILLAGES; BUT HE MADE A DIFFERENT LAW FOR SUCH AS WERE SOLD IN A CITY; FOR IF HE THAT SOLD IT TENDERED THE PURCHASER HIS MONEY AGAIN WITHIN A YEAR, HE WAS FORCED TO RESTORE IT; BUT IN CASE A WHOLE YEAR HAD INTERVENED, THE PURCHASER WAS TO ENJOY WHAT HE HAD BOUGHT. THIS WAS THE CONSTITUTION OF THE LAWS WHICH MOSES LEARNED OF GOD WHEN THE CAMP LAY UNDER MOUNT SINAI, AND THIS HE DELIVERED IN WRITING TO THE HEBREWS. 
4. NOW WHEN THIS SETTLEMENT OF LAWS SEEMED TO BE WELL OVER, MOSES THOUGHT FIT AT LENGTH TO TAKE A REVIEW OF THE HOST, AS THINKING IT PROPER TO SETTLE THE AFFAIRS OF WAR. SO, HE CHARGED THE HEADS OF THE TRIBES, EXCEPTING THE TRIBE OF LEVI, TO TAKE AN EXACT ACCOUNT OF THE NUMBER OF THOSE THAT WERE ABLE TO GO TO WAR; FOR AS TO THE LEVITES, THEY WERE HOLY, AND FREE FROM ALL SUCH BURDENS. NOW WHEN THE PEOPLE HAD BEEN NUMBERED, THERE WERE FOUND SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND THAT WERE ABLE TO GO TO WAR, FROM TWENTY TO FIFTY YEARS OF AGE, BESIDES THREE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED AND FIFTY. INSTEAD OF LEVI, MOSES TOOK MANASSEH, THE SON OF JOSEPH, AMONG THE HEADS OF TRIBES; AND EPHRAIM INSTEAD OF JOSEPH. IT WAS INDEED THE DESIRE OF JACOB HIMSELF TO JOSEPH, THAT HE WOULD GIVE HIM HIS SONS TO BE HIS OWN BY ADOPTION, AS I HAVE BEFORE RELATED.
5. WHEN THEY SET UP THE TABERNACLE, THEY RECEIVED IT INTO THE MIDST OF THEIR CAMP, THREE OF THE TRIBES PITCHING THEIR TENTS ON EACH SIDE OF IT; AND ROADS WERE CUT THROUGH THE MIDST OF THESE TENTS. IT WAS LIKE A WELL-APPOINTED MARKET; AND EVERY THING WAS THERE READY FOR SALE IN DUE ORDER; AND ALL SORTS OF ARTIFICERS WERE IN THE SHOPS; AND IT RESEMBLED NOTHING SO MUCH AS A CITY THAT SOMETIMES WAS MOVABLE, AND SOMETIMES FIXED. THE PRIESTS HAD THE FIRST PLACES ABOUT THE TABERNACLE; THEN THE LEVITES, WHO, BECAUSE THEIR WHOLE MULTITUDE WAS RECKONED FROM THIRTY DAYS OLD, WERE TWENTY-THREE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHTY MALES; AND DURING THE TIME THAT THE CLOUD STOOD OVER THE TABERNACLE, THEY THOUGHT PROPER TO STAY IN THE SAME PLACE, AS SUPPOSING THAT GOD THERE INHABITED AMONG THEM; BUT WHEN THAT REMOVED, THEY JOURNEYED ALSO. 
6. MOREOVER, MOSES WAS THE INVENTOR OF THE FORM OF THEIR TRUMPET, WHICH WAS MADE OF SILVER. ITS DESCRIPTION IS THIS: - IN LENGTH IT WAS LITTLE LESS THAN A CUBIT. IT WAS COMPOSED OF A NARROW TUBE, SOMEWHAT THICKER THAN A FLUTE, BUT WITH SO MUCH BREADTH AS WAS SUFFICIENT FOR ADMISSION OF THE BREATH OF A MAN'S MOUTH: IT ENDED IN THE FORM OF A BELL, LIKE COMMON TRUMPETS. ITS SOUND WAS CALLED IN THE HEBREW TONGUE ASOSRA. TWO OF THESE BEING MADE, ONE OF THEM WAS SOUNDED WHEN THEY REQUIRED THE MULTITUDE TO COME TOGETHER TO CONGREGATIONS. WHEN THE FIRST OF THEM GAVE A SIGNAL, THE HEADS OF THE TRIBES WERE TO ASSEMBLE, AND CONSULT ABOUT THE AFFAIRS TO THEM PROPERLY BELONGING; BUT WHEN THEY GAVE THE SIGNAL BY BOTH OF THEM, THEY CALLED THE MULTITUDE TOGETHER. WHENEVER THE TABERNACLE WAS REMOVED, IT WAS DONE IN THIS SOLEMN ORDER: - AT THE FIRST ALARM OF THE TRUMPET, THOSE WHOSE TENTS WERE ON THE EAST QUARTER PREPARED TO REMOVE; WHEN THE SECOND SIGNAL WAS GIVEN, THOSE THAT WERE ON THE SOUTH QUARTER DID THE LIKE; IN THE NEXT PLACE, THE TABERNACLE WAS TAKEN TO PIECES, AND WAS CARRIED IN THE MIDST OF SIX TRIBES THAT WENT BEFORE, AND OF SIX THAT FOLLOWED, ALL THE LEVITES ASSISTING ABOUT THE TABERNACLE; WHEN THE THIRD SIGNAL WAS GIVEN, THAT PART WHICH HAD THEIR TENTS TOWARDS THE WEST PUT THEMSELVES IN MOTION; AND AT THE FOURTH SIGNAL THOSE ON THE NORTH DID SO LIKEWISE. THEY ALSO MADE USE OF THESE TRUMPETS IN THEIR SACRED MINISTRATIONS, WHEN THEY WERE BRINGING THEIR SACRIFICES TO THE ALTAR AS WELL ON THE SABBATHS AS ON THE REST OF THE [FESTIVAL] DAYS; AND NOW IT WAS THAT MOSES OFFERED THAT SACRIFICE WHICH WAS CALLED THE PASSOVER IN THE WILDERNESS, AS THE FIRST HE HAD OFFERED AFTER THE DEPARTURE OUT OF EGYPT.
CHAPTER 13. MOSES REMOVED FROM MOUNT SINAI, AND CONDUCTED THE PEOPLE TO THE BORDERS OF THE CANAANITES. 
1. A LITTLE WHILE AFTERWARDS HE ROSE UP, AND WENT FROM MOUNT SINAI; AND, HAVING PASSED THROUGH SEVERAL MANSIONS, OF WHICH WE WILL SPEAK HE CAME TO A PLACE CALLED HAZEROTH, WHERE THE MULTITUDE BEGAN AGAIN TO BE MUTINOUS, AND TO MOSES FOR THE MISFORTUNES THEY HAD SUFFERED THEIR TRAVELS; AND THAT WHEN HE HAD PERSUADED TO LEAVE A GOOD LAND, THEY AT ONCE HAD LOST LAND, AND INSTEAD OF THAT HAPPY STATE HE HAD THEM, THEY WERE STILL WANDERING IN THEIR MISERABLE CONDITION, BEING ALREADY IN WANT WATER; AND IF THE MANNA SHOULD HAPPEN TO FAIL, MUST THEN UTTERLY PERISH. YET WHILE THEY SPAKE MANY AND SORE THINGS AGAINST THE THERE WAS ONE OF THEM WHO EXHORTED THEM TO BE UNMINDFUL OF MOSES, AND OF WHAT GREAT PAINS HE HAD BEEN AT ABOUT THEIR COMMON SAFETY; NOT TO DESPAIR OF ASSISTANCE FROM GOD. THE MULTITUDE THEREUPON BECAME STILL MORE UNRULY, AND MUTINOUS AGAINST MOSES THAN BEFORE. HEREUPON MOSES, ALTHOUGH HE WAS SO BASELY ABUSED BY THEM ENCOURAGED THEM IN THEIR DESPAIRING CONDITIONED AND PROMISED THAT HE WOULD PROCURE THEM A QUANTITY OF FLESH-MEAT, AND THAT NOT FOR A FEW DAYS ONLY, BUT FOR MANY DAYS. THIS THEY WERE NOT TO BELIEVE; AND WHEN ONE OF THEM ASKED, WHENCE HE COULD OBTAIN SUCH VAST PLENTY OF WHAT HE PROMISED, HE REPLIED, "NEITHER GOD NOR I, WE HEAR SUCH OPPROBRIOUS LANGUAGE FROM WILL LEAVE OFF OUR LABORS FOR YOU; AND THIS SOON APPEAR ALSO." AS SOON AS EVER HE HAD THIS, THE WHOLE CAMP WAS FILLED WITH QUAILS, THEY STOOD ROUND ABOUT THEM, AND GATHERED GREAT NUMBERS. HOWEVER, IT WAS NOT LONG ERE GOD PUNISHED THE HEBREWS FOR THEIR INSOLENCE, THOSE REPROACHES THEY HAD USED TOWARDS HIM, NO SMALL NUMBER OF THEM DIED; AND STILL TO THIS DAY THE PLACE RETAINS THE MEMORY OF THIS DESTRUCTION AND IS NAMED KIBROTHHATTAAVAH, WHICH IS, GRAVES OF LUST. 
CHAPTER 14. HOW MOSES SENT SOME PERSONS TO SEARCH OUT THE LAND OF THE CANAANITES, AND THE LARGENESS OF THEIR CITIES; AND FURTHER THAT WHEN THOSE WHO WERE SENT WERE RETURNED, AFTER FORTY DAYS AND REPORTED THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE A MATCH FOR THEM, AND EXTOLLED THE STRENGTH OF THE CANAANITES THE MULTITUDE WERE DISTURBED AND FELL INTO DESPAIR; AND WERE RESOLVED TO STONE MOSES, AND TO RETURN BACK AGAIN INTO EGYPT, AND SERVE THE EGYPTIANS. 
1. WHEN MOSES HAD LED THE HEBREWS AWAY FROM THENCE TO A PLACE CALLED PARAN, WHICH WAS NEAR TO THE BORDERS OF THE CANAANITES, AND A PLACE DIFFICULT TO BE CONTINUED IN, HE GATHERED THE MULTITUDE TOGETHER TO A CONGREGATION; AND STANDING IN THE MIDST OF THEM, HE SAID, "OF THE TWO THINGS THAT GOD DETERMINED TO BESTOW UPON US, LIBERTY, AND THE POSSESSION OF A HAPPY COUNTRY, THE ONE OF THEM YE ALREADY ARE PARTAKERS OF, BY THE GIFT OF GOD, AND THE OTHER YOU WILL QUICKLY OBTAIN; FOR WE NOW HAVE OUR ABODE NEAR THE BORDERS OF THE CANAANITES, AND NOTHING CAN HINDER THE ACQUISITION OF IT, WHEN WE NOW AT LAST ARE FALLEN UPON IT: I SAY, NOT ONLY NO KING NOR CITY, BUT NEITHER THE WHOLE RACE OF MANKIND, IF THEY WERE ALL GATHERED TOGETHER, COULD DO IT. LET US THEREFORE PREPARE OURSELVES FOR THE WORK, FOR THE CANAANITES WILL NOT RESIGN UP THEIR LAND TO US WITHOUT FIGHTING, BUT IT MUST BE WRESTED FROM THEM BY GREAT STRUGGLES IN WAR. LET US THEN SEND SPIES, WHO MAY TAKE A VIEW OF THE GOODNESS OF THE LAND, AND WHAT STRENGTH IT IS OF; BUT, ABOVE ALL THINGS, LET US BE OF ONE MIND, AND LET US HONOR GOD, WHO ABOVE ALL IS OUR HELPER AND ASSISTER." 
2. WHEN MOSES HAD SAID THUS, THE MULTITUDE REQUITED HIM WITH MARKS OF RESPECT; AND CHOSE TWELVE SPIES, OF THE MOST EMINENT MEN, ONE OUT OF EACH TRIBE, WHO, PASSING OVER ALL THE LAND OF CANAAN, FROM THE BORDERS OF EGYPT, CAME TO THE CITY HAMATH, AND TO MOUNT LEBANON; AND HAVING LEARNED THE NATURE OF THE LAND, AND OF ITS INHABITANTS, THEY CAME HOME, HAVING SPENT FORTY DAYS IN THE WHOLE WORK. THEY ALSO BROUGHT WITH THEM OF THE FRUITS WHICH THE LAND BARE; THEY ALSO SHOWED THEM THE EXCELLENCY OF THOSE FRUITS, AND GAVE AN ACCOUNT OF THE GREAT QUANTITY OF THE GOOD THINGS THAT LAND AFFORDED, WHICH WERE MOTIVES TO THE MULTITUDE TO GO TO WAR. BUT THEN THEY TERRIFIED THEM AGAIN WITH THE GREAT DIFFICULTY THERE WAS IN OBTAINING IT; THAT THE RIVERS WERE SO LARGE AND DEEP THAT THEY COULD NOT BE PASSED OVER; AND THAT THE HILLS WERE SO HIGH THAT THEY COULD NOT TRAVEL ALONG FOR THEM; THAT THE CITIES WERE STRONG WITH WALLS, AND THEIR FIRM FORTIFICATIONS [A] ROUND ABOUT THEM. THEY TOLD THEM ALSO, THAT THEY FOUND AT HEBRON THE POSTERITY OF THE GIANTS. ACCORDINGLY, THESE SPIES, WHO HAD SEEN THE LAND OF CANAAN, WHEN THEY PERCEIVED THAT ALL THESE DIFFICULTIES WERE GREATER THERE THAN THEY HAD MET WITH SINCE THEY CAME OUT OF EGYPT, THEY WERE AFFRIGHTED AT THEM THEMSELVES, AND ENDEAVORED TO AFFRIGHT THE MULTITUDE ALSO. 
3. SO THEY SUPPOSED, FROM WHAT THEY HAD HEARD, THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO GET THE POSSESSION OF THE COUNTRY. AND WHEN THE CONGREGATION WAS DISSOLVED, THEY, THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, CONTINUED THEIR LAMENTATION, AS IF GOD WOULD NOT INDEED ASSIST THEM, BUT ONLY PROMISED THEM FAIR. THEY ALSO AGAIN BLAMED MOSES, AND MADE A CLAMOR AGAINST HIM AND HIS BROTHER AARON, THE HIGH PRIEST. ACCORDINGLY, THEY PASSED THAT NIGHT VERY ILL, AND WITH CONTUMELIOUS LANGUAGE AGAINST THEM; BUT IN THE MORNING THEY RAN TO A CONGREGATION, INTENDING TO STONE MOSES AND AARON, AND SO TO RETURN BACK INTO EGYPT. 
4. BUT OF THE SPIES, THERE WERE JOSHUA THE SON OF NUN, OF THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM, AND CALEB OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, THAT WERE AFRAID OF THE CONSEQUENCE, AND CAME INTO THE MIDST OF THEM, AND STILLED THE MULTITUDE, AND DESIRED THEM TO BE OF GOOD COURAGE; AND NEITHER TO CONDEMN GOD, AS HAVING TOLD THEM LIES, NOR TO HEARKEN TO THOSE WHO HAD AFFRIGHTED THEM, BY TELLING THEM WHAT WAS NOT TRUE CONCERNING THE CANAANITES, BUT TO THOSE THAT ENCOURAGED THEM TO HOPE FOR GOOD SUCCESS; AND THAT THEY SHOULD GAIN POSSESSION OF THE HAPPINESS PROMISED THEM, BECAUSE NEITHER THE. HEIGHT OF MOUNTAINS, NOR THE DEPTH OF RIVERS, COULD HINDER MEN OF TRUE COURAGE FROM ATTEMPTING THEM, ESPECIALLY WHILE GOD WOULD TAKE CARE OF THEM BEFOREHAND, AND BE ASSISTANT TO THEM. "LET US THEN GO," SAID THEY, "AGAINST OUR ENEMIES, AND HAVE NO SUSPICION OF ILL SUCCESS, TRUSTING IN GOD TO CONDUCT US, AND FOLLOWING THOSE THAT ARE TO BE OUR LEADERS." THUS, DID THESE TWO EXHORT THEM, AND ENDEAVOR TO PACIFY THE RAGE THEY WERE IN. BUT MOSES AND AARON FELL ON THE GROUND, AND BESOUGHT GOD, NOT FOR THEIR OWN DELIVERANCE, BUT THAT HE WOULD PUT A STOP TO WHAT THE PEOPLE WERE UNWARILY DOING, AND WOULD BRING THEIR MINDS TO A QUIET TEMPER, WHICH WERE NOW DISORDERED BY THEIR PRESENT PASSION. THE CLOUD ALSO DID NOW APPEAR, AND STOOD OVER THE TABERNACLE, AND DECLARED TO THEM THE PRESENCE OF GOD TO BE THERE. 
CHAPTER 15. HOW MOSES WAS DISPLEASED AT THIS, AND FORETOLD THAT GOD WAS ANGRY AND THAT THEY SHOULD CONTINUE IN THE WILDERNESS FOR FORTY YEARS AND NOT, DURING THAT TIME, EITHER RETURN INTO EGYPT OR TAKE POSSESSION OF CANAAN. 
1. MOSES CAME NOW BOLDLY TO THE MULTITUDE, AND INFORMED THEM THAT GOD WAS MOVED AT THEIR ABUSE OF HIM, AND WOULD INFLICT PUNISHMENT UPON THEM, NOT INDEED SUCH AS THEY DESERVED FOR THEIR SINS, BUT SUCH AS PARENTS INFLICT ON THEIR CHILDREN, IN ORDER TO THEIR CORRECTION. FOR, HE SAID, THAT WHEN HE WAS IN THE TABERNACLE, AND WAS BEWAILING WITH EARS THAT DESTRUCTION WHICH WAS COMING UPON THEM GOD PUT HIM IN MIND WHAT THINGS HE HAD DONE FOR THEM, AND WHAT BENEFITS THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM HIM, AND YET HOW UNGRATEFUL THEY HAD BEEN TO HIM THAT JUST NOW THEY HAD BEEN INDUCED, THROUGH THE TIMOROUSNESS OF THE SPIES, TO THINK THAT THEIR WORDS WERE TRUER THAN HIS OWN PROMISE TO THEM; AND THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT, THOUGH HE WOULD NOT INDEED DESTROY THEM ALL, NOR UTTERLY EXTERMINATE THEIR NATION, WHICH HE HAD HONORED MORE THAN ANY OTHER PART OF MANKIND, YET HE WOULD NOT PERMIT THEM TO TAKE POSSESSION OF THE LAND OF CANAAN, NOR ENJOY ITS HAPPINESS; BUT WOULD MAKE THEM WANDER IN THE WILDERNESS, AND LIVE WITHOUT A FIXED HABITATION, AND WITHOUT A CITY, FOR FORTY YEARS TOGETHER, AS A PUNISHMENT FOR THIS THEIR TRANSGRESSION; BUT THAT HE HAD PROMISED TO GIVE THAT LAND TO OUR CHILDREN, AND THAT HE WOULD MAKE THEM THE POSSESSORS OF THOSE GOOD THINGS WHICH, BY YOUR UNGOVERNED PASSIONS, YOU HAVE DEPRIVED YOURSELVES OF. 
2. WHEN MOSES HAD DISCOURSED THUS TO THEM ACCORDING TO THE DIRECTION OF GOD, THE MULTITUDE, GRIEVED, AND WERE IN AFFLICTION; AND ENTREATED MOST TO PROCURE THEIR RECONCILIATION TO GOD, AND TO PERMIT THEM NO LONGER TO WANDER IN THE WILDERNESS, BUT BESTOW CITIES UPON THEM. BUT HE REPLIED, THAT GOD WOULD NOT ADMIT OF ANY SUCH TRIAL, FOR THAT GOD WAS NOT MOVED TO THIS DETERMINATION FROM ANY HUMAN LEVITY OR ANGER, BUT THAT HE HAD JUDICIALLY CONDEMNED THEM TO THAT PUNISHMENT. NOW WE ARE NOT TO DISBELIEVE THAT MOSES, WHO WAS BUT A SINGLE PERSON, PACIFIED SO MANY TEN THOUSANDS WHEN THEY WERRE IN ANGER, AND CONVERTED THEM TO A MILDNESS TEMPER; FOR GOD WAS WITH HIM, AND PREPARED WAY TO HIS PERSUASIONS OF THE MULTITUDE; AND AS THEY HAD OFTEN BEEN DISOBEDIENT, THEY WERE NOW SENSIBLE THAT SUCH DISOBEDIENCE WAS DISADVANTAGEOUS TO THEM AND THAT THEY HAD STILL THEREBY FALLEN INTO CALAMITIES. 
3. BUT THIS MAN WAS ADMIRABLE FOR HIS VIRTUE, AND POWERFUL IN MAKING MEN GIVE CREDIT TO WHAT HE DELIVERED, NOT ONLY DURING THE TIME OF HIS NATURAL LIFE, BUT EVEN THERE IS STILL NO ONE OF THE HEBREWS WHO DOES NOT ACT EVEN NOW AS IF MOSES WERE PRESENT, AND READY TO PUNISH HIM IF HE SHOULD DO ANY THING THAT IS INDECENT; NAY, THERE IS NO ONE BUT IS OBEDIENT TO WHAT LAWS HE ORDAINED, ALTHOUGH THEY MIGHT BE CONCEALED IN THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS. THERE ARE ALSO MANY OTHER DEMONSTRATIONS THAT HIS POWER WAS MORE THAN HUMAN, FOR STILL SOME THERE HAVE BEEN, WHO HAVE COME FROM THE PARTS BEYOND EUPHRATES, A JOURNEY OF FOUR MONTHS, THROUGH MANY DANGERS, AND AT GREAT EXPENSES, IN HONOR OF OUR TEMPLE; AND YET, WHEN THEY HAD OFFERED THEIR OBLATIONS, COULD NOT PARTAKE OF THEIR OWN SACRIFICES, BECAUSE MOSES HAD FORBIDDEN IT, BY SOMEWHAT IN THE LAW THAT DID NOT PERMIT THEM, OR SOMEWHAT THAT HAD BEFALLEN THEM, WHICH OUR ANCIENT CUSTOMS MADE INCONSISTENT THEREWITH; SOME OF THESE DID NOT SACRIFICE AT ALL, AND OTHERS LEFT THEIR SACRIFICES IN AN IMPERFECT CONDITION; MANY WERE NOT ABLE, EVEN AT FIRST, SO MUCH AS TO ENTER THE TEMPLE, BUT WENT THEIR WAYS IN THIS AS PREFERRING A SUBMISSION TO THE LAWS OF MOSES BEFORE THE FULFILLING OF THEIR OWN INCLINATIONS, THEY HAD NO FEAR UPON THEM THAT ANYBODY COULD CONVICT THEM, BUT ONLY OUT OF A REVERENCE TO THEIR OWN CONSCIENCE. THUS, THIS LEGISLATION, WHICH APPEARED TO BE DIVINE, MADE THIS MAN TO BE ESTEEMED AS ONE SUPERIOR TO HIS OWN NATURE. NAY, FURTHER, A LITTLE BEFORE THE BEGINNING OF THIS WAR, WHEN CLAUDIUS WAS EMPEROR OF THE ROMANS, AND ISMAEL WAS OUR HIGH PRIEST, AND WHEN SO GREAT A FAMINE WAS COME UPON US, THAT ONE TENTH DEAL [OF WHEAT] WAS SOLD FOR FOUR DRACHMAE, AND WHEN NO LESS THAN SEVENTY CORI OF FLOUR WERE BROUGHT INTO THE TEMPLE, AT THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, (THESE CORI ARE THIRTY-ONE SICILIAN, BUT FORTY-ONE ATHENIAN MEDIMNI,) NOT ONE OF THE PRIESTS WAS SO HARDY AS TO EAT ONE CRUMB OF IT, EVEN WHILE SO GREAT A DISTRESS WAS UPON THE LAND; AND THIS OUT OF A DREAD OF THE LAW, AND OF THAT WRATH WHICH GOD RETAINS AGAINST ACTS OF WICKEDNESS, EVEN WHEN NO ONE CAN ACCUSE THE ACTORS. WHENCE WE ARE NOT TO WONDER AT WHAT WAS THEN DONE, WHILE TO THIS VERY DAY THE WRITINGS LEFT BY MOSES HAVE SO GREAT A FORCE, THAT EVEN THOSE THAT HATE US DO CONFESS, THAT HE WHO ESTABLISHED THIS SETTLEMENT WAS GOD, AND THAT IT WAS BY THE MEANS OF MOSES, AND OF HIS VIRTUE; BUT AS TO THESE MATTERS, LET EVERY ONE TAKE THEM AS HE THINKS FIT.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK IV
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS FROM THE REJECTION OF THAT GENERATION TO THE DEATH OF MOSES
CHAPTER 1. FIGHT OF THE HEBREWS WITH THE CANAANITES WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF MOSES; AND THEIR DEFEAT. 
1. NOW THIS LIFE OF THE HEBREWS IN THE WILDERNESS WAS SO DISAGREEABLE AND TROUBLESOME TO THEM, AND THEY WERE SO UNEASY AT IT, THAT ALTHOUGH GOD HAD FORBIDDEN THEM TO MEDDLE WITH THE CANAANITES, YET COULD THEY NOT BE PERSUADED TO BE OBEDIENT TO THE WORDS OF MOSES, AND TO BE QUIET; BUT SUPPOSING THEY SHOULD BE ABLE TO BEAT THEIR ENEMIES, WITHOUT HIS APPROBATION, THEY ACCUSED HIM, AND SUSPECTED THAT HE MADE IT HIS BUSINESS TO KEEP IN A DISTRESSED CONDITION, THAT THEY MIGHT ALWAYS STAND IN NEED OF HIS ASSISTANCE. ACCORDINGLY THEY RESOLVED TO FIGHT WITH THE CANAANITES, AND SAID THAT GOD GAVE THEM HIS ASSISTANCE, NOT OUT OF REGARD TO MOSES'S INTERCESSIONS, BUT BECAUSE HE TOOK CARE OF THEIR ENTIRE NATION, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, WHOSE AFFAIRS HE TOOK UNDER HIS OWN CONDUCT; AS ALSO, THAT IT WAS ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR OWN VIRTUE THAT HE HAD FORMERLY PROCURED THEM THEIR LIBERTY, AND WOULD BE ASSISTING TO THEM, NOW THEY WERE WILLING TO TAKE PAINS FOR IT. THEY ALSO SAID THAT THEY WERE POSSESSED OF ABILITIES SUFFICIENT FOR THE CONQUEST OF THEIR ENEMIES, ALTHOUGH MOSES SHOULD HAVE A MIND TO ALIENATE GOD FROM THEM; THAT, HOWEVER, IT WAS FOR THEIR ADVANTAGE TO BE THEIR OWN MASTERS, AND NOT SO FAR TO REJOICE IN THEIR DELIVERANCE FROM THE INDIGNITIES THEY ENDURED UNDER THE EGYPTIANS, AS TO BEAR THE TYRANNY OF MOSES OVER THEM, AND TO SUFFER THEMSELVES TO BE DELUDED, AND LIVE ACCORDING TO HIS PLEASURE, AS THOUGH GOD DID ONLY FORETELL WHAT CONCERNS US OUT OF HIS KINDNESS TO HIM, AS IF THEY WERE NOT ALL THE POSTERITY OF ABRAHAM; THAT GOD MADE HIM ALONE THE AUTHOR OF ALL THE KNOWLEDGE WE HAVE, AND WE MUST STILL LEARN IT FROM HIM; THAT IT WOULD BE A PIECE OF PRUDENCE TO OPPOSE HIS ARROGANT PRETENSES, AND TO PUT THEIR CONFIDENCE IN GOD, AND TO RESOLVE TO TAKE POSSESSION OF THAT LAND WHICH HE HAD PROMISED THEM, AND NOT TO GIVE EAR TO HIM, WHO ON THIS ACCOUNT, AND UNDER THE PRETENSE OF DIVINE AUTHORITY, FORBADE THEM SO TO DO. CONSIDERING, THEREFORE, THE DISTRESSED STATE THEY WERE IN AT PRESENT, AND THAT IN THOSE DESERT PLACES THEY WERE STILL TO EXPECT THINGS WOULD BE WORSE WITH THEM, THEY RESOLVED TO FIGHT WITH THE CANAANITES, AS SUBMITTING ONLY TO GOD, THEIR SUPREME COMMANDER, AND NOT WAITING FOR ANY ASSISTANCE FROM THEIR LEGISLATOR. 
2. WHEN, THEREFORE, THEY HAD COME TO THIS RESOLUTION, AS BEING BEST FOR THEM, THEY WENT AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES; BUT THOSE ENEMIES WERE NOT DISMAYED EITHER AT THE ATTACK ITSELF, OR AT THE GREAT MULTITUDE THAT MADE IT, AND RECEIVED THEM WITH GREAT COURAGE. MANY OF THE HEBREWS WERE SLAIN; AND THE REMAINDER OF THE ARMY, UPON THE DISORDER OF THEIR TROOPS, WERE PURSUED, AND FLED, AFTER A SHAMEFUL MANNER, TO THEIR CAMP. WHEREUPON THIS UNEXPECTED MISFORTUNE MADE THEM QUITE DESPOND; AND THEY HOPED FOR NOTHING THAT WAS GOOD; AS GATHERING FROM IT, THAT THIS AFFLICTION CAME FROM THE WRATH OF GOD, BECAUSE THEY RASHLY WENT OUT TO WAR WITHOUT HIS APPROBATION. 3. BUT WHEN MOSES SAW HOW DEEPLY THEY WERE AFFECTED WITH THIS DEFEAT, AND BEING AFRAID LEST THE ENEMIES SHOULD GROW INSOLENT UPON THIS VICTORY, AND SHOULD BE DESIROUS OF GAINING STILL GREATER GLORY, AND SHOULD ATTACK THEM, HE RESOLVED THAT IT WAS PROPER TO WITHDRAW THE ARMY INTO THE WILDERNESS TO A FURTHER DISTANCE FROM THE CANAANITES: SO THE MULTITUDE GAVE THEMSELVES UP AGAIN TO HIS CONDUCT, FOR THEY WERE SENSIBLE THAT, WITHOUT HIS CARE FOR THEM, THEIR AFFAIRS COULD NOT BE IN A GOOD CONDITION; AND HE CAUSED THE HOST TO REMOVE, AND HE WENT FURTHER INTO THE WILDERNESS, AS INTENDING THERE TO LET THEM REST, AND NOT TO PERMIT THEM TO FIGHT THE CANAANITES BEFORE GOD SHOULD AFFORD THEM A MORE FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY. 
CHAPTER 2. THE SEDITION OF CORAH AND OF THE MULTITUDE AGAINST MOSES, AND AGAINST HIS BROTHER, CONCERNING THE PRIESTHOOD. 
1. THAT WHICH IS USUALLY THE CASE OF GREAT ARMIES, AND ESPECIALLY UPON ILL SUCCESS, TO BE HARD TO BE PLEASED, AND GOVERNED WITH DIFFICULTY, DID NOW BEFALL THE JEWS; FOR THEY BEING IN NUMBER SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND, AND BY REASON OF THEIR GREAT MULTITUDE NOT READILY SUBJECT TO THEIR GOVERNORS, EVEN IN PROSPERITY, THEY AT THIS TIME WERE MORE THAN USUALLY ANGRY, BOTH AGAINST ONE ANOTHER AND AGAINST THEIR LEADER, BECAUSE OF THE DISTRESS THEY WERE IN, AND THE CALAMITIES THEY THEN ENDURED. SUCH A SEDITION OVERTOOK THEM, AS WE HAVE NOT THE LIKE EXAMPLE EITHER AMONG THE GREEKS OR THE BARBARIANS, BY WHICH THEY WERE IN DANGER OF BEING ALL DESTROYED, BUT WERE NOTWITHSTANDING SAVED BY MOSES, WHO WOULD NOT REMEMBER THAT HE HAD BEEN ALMOST STONED TO DEATH BY THEM. NOR DID GOD NEGLECT TO PREVENT THEIR RUIN; BUT, NOTWITHSTANDING THE INDIGNITIES THEY HAD OFFERED THEIR LEGISLATOR AND THE LAWS, AND DISOBEDIENCE TO THE COMMANDMENTS WHICH HE HAD SENT THEM BY MOSES, HE DELIVERED THEM FROM THOSE TERRIBLE CALAMITIES WHICH, WITHOUT HIS PROVIDENTIAL CARE, HAD BEEN BROUGHT UPON THEM BY THIS SEDITION. SO, I WILL FIRST EXPLAIN THE CAUSE WHENCE THIS SEDITION AROSE, AND THEN WILL GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THE SEDITION ITSELF; AS ALSO OF WHAT SETTLEMENTS MADE FOR THEIR GOVERNMENT AFTER IT WAS OVER. 
2. CORAH, A HEBREW OF PRINCIPAL ACCOUNT, BOTH BY HIS FAMILY AND BY HIS WEALTH, ONE THAT WAS ALSO ABLE TO SPEAK WELL, AND ONE THAT COULD EASILY PERSUADE THE PEOPLE BY HIS SPEECHES, SAW THAT MOSES WAS IN AN EXCEEDING GREAT DIGNITY, AND WAS AT IT, AND ENVIED HIM ON THAT ACCOUNT, (HE OF THE SAME TRIBE WITH MOSES, AND OF KIN TO HIM,) WAS PARTICULARLY GRIEVED, BECAUSE HE THOUGHT HE BETTER DESERVED THAT HONORABLE POST ON ACCOUNT OF GREAT RICHES, AND NOT INFERIOR TO HIM IN HIS BIRTH. SO HE RAISED A CLAMOR AGAINST HIM AMONG THE LEVITES, WHO WERE OF THE SAME TRIBE, AND AMONG HIS KINDRED, SAYING, "THAT IT WAS A VERY SAD THING THAT THEY SHOULD OVERLOOK MOSES, WHILE HUNTED AFTER AND PAVED THE WAY TO GLORY FOR HIMSELF, AND BY ILL ARTS SHOULD OBTAIN IT, UNDER THE PRETENSE OF GOD'S COMMAND, WHILE, CONTRARY TO LAWS, HE HAD GIVEN THE PRIESTHOOD TO AARON, THE COMMON SUFFRAGE OF THE MULTITUDE, BUT BY HIS OWN VOTE, AS BESTOWING DIGNITIES IN A WAY ON WHOM HE PLEASED." HE ADDED, "THAT THIS CONCEALED WAY OF IMPOSING ON THEM WAS HARDER TO BE BORNE THAN IF IT HAD BEEN DONE BY AN OPEN FORCE UPON THEM, BECAUSE HE DID NOW NOT ONLY THEIR POWER WITHOUT THEIR CONSENT, BUT EVEN THEY WERE UNAPPRISED OF HIS CONTRIVANCES AGAINST THEM; FOR WHOSOEVER IS CONSCIOUS TO HIMSELF THAT HE DESERVES ANY DIGNITY, AIMS TO GET IT BY PERSUASION, AND NOT BY AN ARROGANT METHOD OF VIOLENCE; THOSE THAT BELIEVE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO OBTAIN HONORS JUSTLY, MAKE A SHOW OF GOODNESS, AND DO NOT INTRODUCE FORCE, BUT BY CUNNING TRICKS GROW WICKEDLY POWERFUL. THAT IT WAS PROPER FOR THE MULTITUDE TO PUNISH SUCH MEN, EVEN WHILE THEY THINK THEMSELVES CONCEALED IN THEIR DESIGNS, AND NOT SUFFER THEM TO GAIN STRENGTH TILL THEY HAVE THEM FOR THEIR OPEN ENEMIES. FOR WHAT ACCOUNT," ADDED HE, "IS MOSES ABLE TO GIVE, WHY HE HAS BESTOWED THE PRIESTHOOD ON AARON AND HIS SONS? FOR IF GOD HAD DETERMINED TO BESTOW THAT HONOR ON ONE OF THE TRIBE OF LEVI, I AM MORE WORTHY OF IT THAN HE IS; I MYSELF BEING EQUAL TO MOSES BY MY FAMILY, AND SUPERIOR TO HIM BOTH IN RICHES AND IN AGE: BUT IF GOD HAD DETERMINED TO BESTOW IT ON THE ELDEST BE, THAT OF REUBEN MIGHT HAVE IT MOST JUSTLY; AND THEN DATHAN, AND ABIRAM, AND [ON, THE SON OF] PELETH, WOULD HAVE IT; FOR THESE ARE THE OLDEST MEN OF THAT TRIBE, AND POTENT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR GREAT WEALTH ALSO." 
3. NOW CORAH, WHEN HE SAID THIS, HAD A MIND TO APPEAR TO TAKE CARE OF THE PUBLIC WELFARE, BUT IN REALITY, HE WAS ENDEAVORING TO PROCURE TO HAVE THAT DIGNITY TRANSFERRED BY THE MULTITUDE TO HIMSELF. THUS, DID HE, OUT OF A MALIGNANT DESIGN, BUT WITH DISCOURSE TO THOSE OF HIS OWN TRIBE; WHEN THESE WORDS DID GRADUALLY SPREAD TO MORE PEOPLE, AND WHEN THE HEARERS STILL ADDED TO WHAT TENDED TO THE SCANDALS THAT WERE CAST UPON THE WHOLE ARMY WAS FULL OF THEM. NOW OF THOSE THAT CONSPIRED WITH CORAH, THERE WERE TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY, AND THOSE OF THE PRINCIPAL MEN ALSO, WHO WERE EAGER TO HAVE THE PRIESTHOOD TAKEN AWAY FROM MOSES'S BROTHER, AND TO BRING HIM INTO DISGRACE: NAY, THE MULTITUDE THEMSELVES WERE PROVOKED TO BE SEDITIOUS, AND ATTEMPTED TO STONE MOSES, WAD GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER AFTER AN INDECENT MANNER, WITH CONFUSION AND DISORDER. AND NOW ALL WERE, IN A TUMULTUOUS MANNER, RAISING A BEFORE THE TABERNACLE OF GOD, TO PROSECUTE THE TYRANT, AND TO RELIEVE THE MULTITUDE FROM THEIR SLAVERY UNDER HIM WHO, UNDER COLOR OF THE DIVINE LAID VIOLENT INJUNCTIONS UPON THEM; FOR HAD IT BEEN GOD WHO CHOSE ONE THAT WAS TO THE OFFICE OF A PRIEST, HE WOULD HAVE RAISED PERSON TO THAT DIGNITY, AND WOULD NOT PRODUCED SUCH A ONE AS WAS INFERIOR TO MANY OTHERS NOR HAVE GIVEN HIM THAT OFFICE; AND THAT IN HE HAD JUDGED IT FIT TO BESTOW IT ON AARON, HE WOULD HAVE PERMITTED IT TO THE MULTITUDE TO BESTOW IT, AND NOT HAVE LEFT IT TO BE BESTOWED BY HIS OWN BROTHER. 
4. NOW ALTHOUGH MOSES HAD A GREAT WHILE AGO FORESEEN THIS CALUMNY OF CORAH, AND HAD SEEN THE PEOPLE WERE IRRITATED, YET WAS HE NOT AFFRIGHTED AT IT; BUT BEING OF GOOD COURAGE, BECAUSE GIVEN THEM RIGHT ADVICE ABOUT THEIR AFFAIRS, AND KNOWING THAT HIS BROTHER HAD BEEN MADE PARTAKER OF THE PRIESTHOOD AT THE COMMAND OF GOD, AND NOT BY HIS OWN FAVOR TO HIM, HE CAME TO THE ASSEMBLY; AND AS FOR THE MULTITUDE, HE SAID NOT A WORD TO THEM, BUT SPOKE AS LOUD TO CORAH AS HE COULD; AND BEING VERY SKILLFUL IN MAKING SPEECHES, AND HAVING THIS NATURAL TALENT, AMONG OTHERS, THAT HE COULD GREATLY MOVE THE MULTITUDE WITH HIS DISCOURSES, HE SAID, "O CORAH, BOTH THOU AND ALL THESE WITH THEE (POINTING TO THE TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY MEN) SEEM TO BE WORTHY OF THIS HONOR; NOR DO I PRETEND BUT THAT THIS WHOLE COMPANY MAY BE WORTHY OF THE LIKE DIGNITY, ALTHOUGH THEY MAY NOT BE SO RICH OR SO GREAT AS YOU ARE: NOR HAVE I TAKEN AND GIVEN THIS OFFICE TO MY BROTHER BECAUSE HE EXCELLED OTHERS IN RICHES, FOR THOU EXCEEDEST US BOTH IN THE GREATNESS OF THY WEALTH; NOR INDEED BECAUSE HE WAS OF AN EMINENT FAMILY, FOR GOD, BY GIVING US THE SAME COMMON ANCESTOR, HAS MADE OUR FAMILIES EQUAL: NAY, NOR WAS IT OUT OF BROTHERLY AFFECTION, WHICH ANOTHER MIGHT YET HAVE JUSTLY DONE; FOR CERTAINLY, UNLESS I HAD BESTOWED THIS HONOR OUT OF REGARD TO GOD, AND TO HIS LAWS, I HAD NOT PASSED BY MYSELF, AND GIVEN IT TO ANOTHER, AS BEING NEARER OF KIN TO MYSELF THAN TO MY BROTHER, AND HAVING A CLOSER INTIMACY WITH MYSELF THAN I HAVE WITH HIM; FOR SURELY IT WOULD NOT BE A WISE THING FOR ME TO EXPOSE MYSELF TO THE DANGERS OF OFFENDING, AND TO BESTOW THE HAPPY EMPLOYMENT ON THIS ACCOUNT UPON ANOTHER. BUT I AM ABOVE SUCH BASE PRACTICES: NOR WOULD GOD HAVE OVERLOOKED THIS MATTER, AND SEEN HIMSELF THUS DESPISED; NOR WOULD HE HAVE SUFFERED YOU TO BE IGNORANT OF WHAT YOU WERE TO DO, IN ORDER TO PLEASE HIM; BUT HE HATH HIMSELF CHOSEN ONE THAT IS TO PERFORM THAT SACRED OFFICE TO HIM, AND THEREBY FREED US FROM THAT CARE. SO THAT IT WAS NOT A THING THAT I PRETEND TO GIVE, BUT ONLY ACCORDING TO THE DETERMINATION OF GOD; I THEREFORE PROPOSE IT STILL TO BE CONTENDED FOR BY SUCH AS PLEASE TO PUT IN FOR IT, ONLY DESIRING THAT HE WHO HAS BEEN ALREADY PREFERRED, AND HAS ALREADY OBTAINED IT, MAY BE ALLOWED NOW ALSO TO OFFER HIMSELF FOR A CANDIDATE. HE PREFERS YOUR PEACE, AND YOUR LIVING WITHOUT SEDITION, TO THIS HONORABLE EMPLOYMENT, ALTHOUGH IN TRUTH IT WAS WITH YOUR APPROBATION THAT HE OBTAINED IT; FOR THOUGH GOD WERE THE DONOR, YET DO WE NOT OFFEND WHEN WE THINK FIT TO ACCEPT IT WITH YOUR GOOD-WILL; YET WOULD IT HAVE BEEN AN INSTANCE OF IMPIETY NOT TO HAVE TAKEN THAT HONORABLE EMPLOYMENT WHEN HE OFFERED IT; NAY, IT HAD BEEN EXCEEDINGLY UNREASONABLE, WHEN GOD HAD THOUGHT FIT ANY ONE SHOULD HAVE IT FOR ALL TIME TO COME, AND HAD MADE IT SECURE AND FIRM TO HIM, TO HAVE REFUSED IT. HOWEVER, HE HIMSELF WILL JUDGE AGAIN WHO IT SHALL BE WHOM HE WOULD HAVE TO OFFER SACRIFICES TO HIM, AND TO HAVE THE DIRECTION OF MATTERS OF RELIGION; FOR IT IS ABSURD THAT CORAH, WHO IS AMBITIOUS OF THIS HONOR, SHOULD DEPRIVE GOD OF THE POWER OF GIVING IT TO WHOM HE PLEASES. PUT AN END, THEREFORE, TO YOUR SEDITION AND DISTURBANCE ON THIS ACCOUNT; AND TOMORROW MORNING DO EVERY ONE OF YOU THAT DESIRE THE PRIESTHOOD BRING A CENSER FROM HOME, AND COME HITHER WITH INCENSE AND FIRE: AND DO THOU, O CORAH, LEAVE THE JUDGMENT TO GOD, AND AWAIT TO SEE ON WHICH SIDE HE WILL GIVE HIS DETERMINATION UPON THIS OCCASION, BUT DO NOT THOU MAKE THYSELF GREATER THAN GOD. DO THOU ALSO COME, THAT THIS CONTEST ABOUT THIS HONORABLE EMPLOYMENT MAY RECEIVE DETERMINATION, AND I SUPPOSE WE MAY ADMIT AARON WITHOUT OFFENSE, TO OFFER HIMSELF TO THIS SCRUTINY, SINCE HE IS OF THE SAME LINEAGE WITH THYSELF, AND HAS DONE NOTHING IN HIS PRIESTHOOD THAT CAN BE LIABLE TO EXCEPTION, COME YE THEREFORE TOGETHER, AND OFFER YOUR INCENSE IN PUBLIC BEFORE ALL THE PEOPLE; AND WHEN YOU OFFER IT, HE WHOSE SACRIFICE GOD SHALL ACCEPT SHALL BE ORDAINED TO THE PRIESTHOOD, AND SHALL BE CLEAR OF THE PRESENT CALUMNY ON AARON, AS IF I HAD GRANTED HIM THAT FAVOR BECAUSE HE WAS MY BROTHER."
CHAPTER 3. HOW THOSE THAT STIRRED UP THIS SEDITION WERE DESTROYED, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD; AND HOW AARON, MOSES'S BROTHER BOTH HE AND HIS POSTERITY, RETAINED THE PRIESTHOOD. 
1. WHEN MOSES HAD SAID THIS, THE MULTITUDE LEFT OFF THE TURBULENT BEHAVIOR THEY HAD INDULGED, AND THE SUSPICION THEY HAD OF MOSES, AND COMMENDED WHAT HE HAD SAID; FOR THOSE PROPOSALS WERE GOOD, AND WERE SO ESTEEMED OF THE PEOPLE. AT THAT TIME THEREFORE, THEY DISSOLVED THE ASSEMBLY. BUT ON THE NEXT DAY THEY CAME TO THE CONGREGATION, IN ORDER TO BE PRESENT AT THE SACRIFICE, AND AT THE DETERMINATION THAT WAS TO BE MADE BETWEEN THE CANDIDATES FOR THE PRIESTHOOD. NOW THIS CONGREGATION PROVED A TURBULENT ONE, AND THE MULTITUDE WERE IN GREAT SUSPENSE IN EXPECTATION OF WHAT WAS TO BE DONE; FOR SOME OF THEM WOULD HAVE BEEN PLEASED IF MOSES HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF EVIL PRACTICES, BUT THE WISER SORT DESIRED THAT THEY MIGHT BE DELIVERED FROM THE PRESENT DISORDER AND DISTURBANCE; FOR THEY WERE AFRAID, THAT IF THIS SEDITION WENT ON, THE GOOD ORDER OF THEIR SETTLEMENT WOULD RATHER BE DESTROYED; BUT THE WHOLE BODY OF THE PEOPLE DO NATURALLY DELIGHT IN CLAMORS AGAINST THEIR GOVERNORS, AND, BY CHANGING THEIR OPINIONS UPON THE HARANGUES OF EVERY SPEAKER, DISTURB THE PUBLIC TRANQUILITY. AND NOW MOSES SENT MESSENGERS FOR ABIRAM AND DATHAN, AND ORDERED THEM TO COME TO THE ASSEMBLY, AND WAIT THERE FOR THE HOLY OFFICES THAT WERE TO BE PERFORMED. BUT THEY ANSWERED THE MESSENGER, THAT THEY WOULD NOT OBEY HIS SUMMONS; NAY, WOULD NOT OVERLOOK MOSES'S BEHAVIOR, WHO WAS GROWING TOO GREAT FOR THEM BY EVIL PRACTICES. NOW WHEN MOSES HEARD OF THIS THEIR ANSWER, HE DESIRED THE HEADS OF THE PEOPLE TO FOLLOW HIM, AND HE WENT TO THE FACTION OF DATHAN, NOT THINKING IT ANY FRIGHTFUL THING AT ALL TO GO TO THESE INSOLENT PEOPLE; SO, THEY MADE NO OPPOSITION, BUT WENT ALONG WITH HIM. BUT DATHAN, AND HIS ASSOCIATES, WHEN THEY UNDERSTOOD THAT MOSES AND THE PRINCIPAL OF THE PEOPLE WERE COMING TO THEM, CAME OUT, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, AND STOOD BEFORE THEIR TENTS, AND LOOKED TO SEE WHAT MOSES WOULD DO. THEY HAD ALSO THEIR SERVANTS ABOUT THEM TO DEFEND THEMSELVES, IN CASE MOSES SHOULD USE FORCE AGAINST THEM. 
2. BUT HE CAME NEAR, AND LIFTED UP HIS HANDS TO HEAVEN, AND CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, IN ORDER TO BE HEARD BY THE WHOLE MULTITUDE, AND SAID, "O LORD OF THE CREATURES THAT ARE IN THE HEAVEN, IN THE EARTH, AND IN THE SEA; FOR THOU ART THE MOST AUTHENTIC WITNESS TO WHAT I HAVE DONE, THAT IT HAS ALL BEEN DONE BY THY APPOINTMENT, AND THAT IT WAS THOU THAT AFFORDEDST US ASSISTANCE WHEN WE ATTEMPTED ANY THING, AND SHOWEDST MERCY ON THE HEBREWS IN ALL THEIR DISTRESSES; DO THOU COME NOW, AND HEAR ALL THAT I SAY, FOR NO ACTION OR THOUGHT ESCAPES THY KNOWLEDGE; SO THAT THOU WILT NOT DISDAIN TO SPEAK WHAT IS TRUE, FOR MY VINDICATION, WITHOUT ANY REGARD TO THE UNGRATEFUL IMPUTATIONS OF THESE MEN. AS FOR WHAT WAS DONE BEFORE I WAS BORN, THOU KNOWEST BEST, AS NOT LEARNING THEM BY REPORT, BUT SEEING THEM, AND BEING PRESENT WITH THEM WHEN THEY WERE DONE; BUT FOR WHAT HAS BEEN DONE OF LATE, AND WHICH THESE MEN, ALTHOUGH THEY KNOW THEM WELL ENOUGH, UNJUSTLY PRETEND TO SUSPECT, BE THOU MY WITNESS. WHEN I LIVED A PRIVATE QUIET LIFE, I LEFT THOSE GOOD THINGS WHICH, BY MY OWN DILIGENCE, AND BY THY COUNSEL, I ENJOYED WITH RAGUEL MY FATHER-IN-LAW; AND I GAVE MYSELF UP TO THIS PEOPLE, AND UNDERWENT MANY MISERIES ON THEIR ACCOUNT. I ALSO BORE GREAT LABORS AT FIRST, IN ORDER TO OBTAIN LIBERTY FOR THEM, AND NOW IN ORDER TO THEIR PRESERVATION; AND HAVE ALWAYS SHOWED MYSELF READY TO ASSIST THEM IN EVERY DISTRESS OF THEIRS. NOW, THEREFORE, SINCE I AM SUSPECTED BY THOSE VERY MEN WHOSE BEING IS OWING TO MY LABORS, COME THOU, AS IT IS REASONABLE TO HOPE THOU WILT; THOU, I SAY, WHO SHOWEDST ME THAT FIRE AT MOUNT SINAI, AND MADEST ME TO HEAR ITS VOICE, AND TO SEE THE SEVERAL WONDERS WHICH THAT PLACE AFFORDED THOU WHO COMMANDEDST ME TO GO TO EGYPT, AND DECLARE THY WILL TO THIS PEOPLE; THOU WHO DISTURBEST THE HAPPY ESTATE OF THE EGYPTIANS, AND GAVEST US THE OPPORTUNITY OF FLYING AWAY FROM OUR UNDER THEM, AND MADEST THE DOMINION OF PHARAOH INFERIOR TO MY DOMINION; THOU WHO DIDST MAKE THE SEA DRY LAND FOR US, WHEN WE KNEW NOT WHITHER TO GO, AND DIDST OVERWHELM THE EGYPTIANS WITH THOSE DESTRUCTIVE WAVES WHICH HAD BEEN DIVIDED FOR US; THOU WHO DIDST BESTOW UPON US THE SECURITY OF WEAPONS WHEN WE WERE NAKED; THOU WHO DIDST MAKE THE FOUNTAINS THAT WERE CORRUPTED TO FLOW, SO AS TO BE FIT FOR DRINKING, AND DIDST FURNISH US WITH WATER THAT CAME OUT OF THE ROCKS, WHEN WE WERE IN WANT OF IT; THOU WHO DIDST PRESERVE OUR LIVES WITH [QUAILS, WHICH WAS] FOOD FROM THE SEA, WHEN THE FRUITS OF THE GROUND FAILED US; THOU DIDST SEND US SUCH FOOD FROM HEAVEN AS HAD NEVER BEEN SEEN BEFORE; THOU WHO DIDST SUGGEST TO US THE KNOWLEDGE OF THY LAWS, AND APPOINT TO US A OF GOVERNMENT, - COME THOU, I SAY, O LORD OF THE WHOLE WORLD, AND THAT AS SUCH A JUDGE AND A WITNESS TO ME AS CANNOT BE BRIBED, AND SHOW HOW I NEVER ADMITTED OF ANY GIFT AGAINST JUSTICE FROM ANY OF THE HEBREWS; AND HAVE NEVER CONDEMNED A MAN THAT OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN ACQUITTED, ON ACCOUNT OF ONE THAT WAS RICH; AND HAVE NEVER ATTEMPTED TO HURT THIS COMMONWEALTH. I AM NOW AND AM SUSPECTED OF A THING THE REMOTEST FROM MY INTENTIONS, AS IF I HAD GIVEN THE PRIESTHOOD TO AARON, NOT AT THY COMMAND, BUT OUT OWN FAVOR TO HIM; DO THOU AT THIS TIME DEMONSTRATE THAT ALL THINGS ARE ADMINISTERED BY THY PROVIDENCE AND THAT NOTHING HAPPENS BY CHANCE, BUT IS GOVERNED BY THY WILL, AND THEREBY ATTAINS ITS END: AS ALSO DEMONSTRATE THAT THOU TAKEST CARE THAT HAVE DONE GOOD TO THE HEBREWS; DEMONSTRATE THIS, I SAY, BY THE PUNISHMENT OF ABIRAM AND DATHAN, WHO CONDEMN THEE AS AN INSENSIBLE BEING, AND ONE OVERCOME BY MY CONTRIVANCES. THIS THOU DO BY INFLICTING SUCH AN OPEN PUNISHMENT ON THESE MEN WHO SO MADLY FLY IN THE FACE OF THY GLORY, AS WILL TAKE THEM OUT OF THE WORLD, NOT IN A MANNER, BUT SO THAT IT MAY APPEAR THEY DO DIE AFTER THE MANNER OF OTHER MEN: LET THAT GROUND WHICH THEY TREAD UPON OPEN ABOUT THEM AND CONSUME THEM, WITH THEIR FAMILIES AND GOODS. THIS WILL BE A DEMONSTRATION OF THY POWER TO ALL AND THIS METHOD OF THEIR SUFFERINGS WILL BE AN INSTRUCTION OF WISDOM FOR THOSE THAT ENTERTAIN PROFANE SENTIMENTS OF THEE. BY THIS MEANS I SHALL BE A GOOD SERVANT, IN THE PRECEPTS THOU HAST GIVEN BY ME. BUT IF THE CALUMNIES THEY HAVE RAISED AGAINST ME BE TRUE, MAYST THOU PRESERVE THESE MEN FROM EVERY EVIL ACCIDENT, AND BRING ALL THAT DESTRUCTION ON ME WHICH I HAVE IMPRECATED UPON THEM. AND WHEN THOU HAST INFLICTED PUNISHMENT ON THOSE THAT HAVE ENDEAVORED TO DEAL UNJUSTLY WITH THIS PEOPLE, BESTOW UPON THEM CONCORD AND PEACE. SAVE THIS MULTITUDE THAT FOLLOW THY COMMANDMENTS, AND PRESERVE THEM FREE FROM HARM, AND LET THEM NOT PARTAKE OF THE PUNISHMENT OF THOSE THAT HAVE SINNED; FOR THOU KNOWEST THYSELF IT IS NOT JUST, THAT FOR THE WICKEDNESS OF THOSE MEN THE WHOLE BODY OF THE ISRAELITES SHOULD SUFFER PUNISHMENT." 
3. WHEN MOSES HAD SAID THIS, WITH TEARS IN HIS EYES, THE GROUND WAS MOVED ON A SUDDEN; AND THE AGITATION THAT SET IT IN MOTION WAS LIKE THAT WHICH THE WIND PRODUCES IN WAVES OF THE SEA. THE PEOPLE WERE ALL AFFRIGHTED; AND THE GROUND THAT WAS ABOUT THEIR TENTS SUNK DOWN AT THE GREAT NOISE, WITH A TERRIBLE SOUND, AND CARRIED WHATSOEVER WAS DEAR TO THE SEDITIOUS INTO ITSELF, WHO SO ENTIRELY PERISHED, THAT THERE WAS NOT THE LEAST APPEARANCE THAT ANY MAN HAD EVER BEEN SEEN THERE, THE EARTH THAT HAD OPENED ITSELF ABOUT THEM, CLOSING AGAIN, AND BECOMING ENTIRE AS IT WAS BEFORE, INSOMUCH THAT SUCH AS SAW IT AFTERWARD DID NOT PERCEIVE THAT ANY SUCH ACCIDENT HAD HAPPENED TO IT. THUS, DID THESE MEN PERISH, AND BECOME A DEMONSTRATION OF THE POWER OF GOD. AND TRULY, ANY ONE WOULD LAMENT THEM, NOT ONLY ON ACCOUNT OF THIS CALAMITY THAT BEFELL THEM, WHICH YET DESERVES OUR COMMISERATION, BUT ALSO BECAUSE THEIR KINDRED WERE PLEASED WITH THEIR SUFFERINGS; FOR THEY FORGOT THE RELATION THEY BARE TO THEM, AND AT THE SIGHT OF THIS SAD ACCIDENT APPROVED OF THE JUDGMENT GIVEN AGAINST THEM; AND BECAUSE THEY LOOKED UPON THE PEOPLE ABOUT DATHAN AS PESTILENT MEN, THEY THOUGHT THEY PERISHED AS SUCH, AND DID NOT GRIEVE FOR THEM. 
4. AND NOW MOSES CALLED FOR THOSE THAT CONTENDED ABOUT THE PRIESTHOOD, THAT TRIAL MIGHT BE MADE WHO SHOULD BE PRIEST, AND THAT HE WHOSE SACRIFICE GOD WAS BEST PLEASED WITH MIGHT BE ORDAINED TO THAT FUNCTION. THERE ATTENDED TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY MEN, WHO INDEED WERE HONORED BY THE PEOPLE, NOT ONLY ON ACCOUNT OF THE POWER OF THEIR ANCESTORS, BUT ALSO ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR OWN, IN WHICH THEY EXCELLED THE OTHERS: AARON ALSO AND CORAH CAME FORTH, AND THEY ALL OFFERED INCENSE, IN THOSE CENSERS OF THEIRS WHICH THEY BROUGHT WITH THEM, BEFORE THE TABERNACLE. HEREUPON SO GREAT A FIRE SHONE OUT AS NO ONE EVER SAW IN ANY THAT IS MADE BY THE HAND OF MAN, NEITHER IN THOSE ERUPTIONS OUT OF THE EARTH THAT ARE CAUSED BY SUBTERRANEOUS BURN-RAGS, NOR IN SUCH FIRES AS ARISE OF THEIR OWN ACCORD IN THE WOODS, WHEN THE AGITATION IS CAUSED BY THE TREES RUBBING ONE AGAINST ANOTHER: BUT THIS FIRE WAS VERY BRIGHT, AND HAD A TERRIBLE FLAME, SUCH AS IS KINDLED AT THE COMMAND OF GOD; BY WHOSE IRRUPTION ON THEM, ALL THE COMPANY, AND CORAH HIMSELF, WERE DESTROYED, AND THIS SO ENTIRELY, THAT THEIR VERY BODIES LEFT NO REMAINS BEHIND THEM. AARON ALONE WAS PRESERVED, AND NOT AT ALL HURT BY THE FIRE, BECAUSE IT WAS GOD THAT SENT THE FIRE TO BURN THOSE ONLY WHO OUGHT TO BE BURNED. HEREUPON MOSES, AFTER THESE MEN WERE DESTROYED, WAS DESIROUS THAT THE MEMORY OF THIS JUDGMENT MIGHT BE DELIVERED DOWN TO POSTERITY, AND THAT FUTURE AGES MIGHT BE ACQUAINTED WITH IT; AND SO, HE COMMANDED ELEAZAR, THE SON OF AARON, TO PUT THEIR CENSERS NEAR THE BRAZEN ALTAR, THAT THEY MIGHT BE A MEMORIAL TO POSTERITY OF WHAT THESE MEN SUFFERED, FOR SUPPOSING THAT THE POWER OF GOD MIGHT BE ELUDED. AND THUS, AARON WAS NOW NO LONGER ESTEEMED TO HAVE THE PRIESTHOOD BY THE FAVOR OF MOSES, BUT BY THE PUBLIC JUDGMENT OF GOD; AND THUS, HE AND HIS CHILDREN PEACEABLY ENJOYED THAT HONOR AFTERWARD.
CHAPTER 4. WHAT HAPPENED TO THE HEBREWS DURING THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS IN THE WILDERNESS? 
1. HOWEVER, THIS SEDITION WAS SO FAR FROM CEASING UPON THIS DESTRUCTION, THAT IT GREW MUCH STRONGER, AND BECAME MORE INTOLERABLE. AND THE OCCASION OF ITS GROWING WORSE WAS OF THAT NATURE, AS MADE IT LIKELY THE CALAMITY WOULD NEVER CEASE, BUT LAST FOR A LONG TIME; FOR THE MEN, BELIEVING ALREADY THAT NOTHING IS DONE WITHOUT THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD, WOULD HAVE IT THAT THESE THINGS CAME THUS TO PASS NOT WITHOUT GOD'S FAVOR TO MOSES; THEY THEREFORE LAID THE BLAME UPON HIM THAT GOD WAS SO ANGRY, AND THAT THIS HAPPENED NOT SO MUCH BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THOSE THAT WERE PUNISHED, AS BECAUSE MOSES PROCURED THE PUNISHMENT; AND THAT THESE MEN HAD BEEN DESTROYED WITHOUT ANY SIN OF THEIRS, ONLY BECAUSE THEY WERE ZEALOUS ABOUT THE DIVINE WORSHIP; AS ALSO, THAT HE WHO HAD BEEN THE CAUSE OF THIS DIMINUTION OF THE PEOPLE, BY DESTROYING SO MANY MEN, AND THOSE THE MOST EXCELLENT OF THEM ALL, BESIDES HIS ESCAPING ANY PUNISHMENT HIMSELF, HAD NOW GIVEN THE PRIESTHOOD TO HIS BROTHER SO FIRMLY, THAT NOBODY COULD ANY LONGER DISPUTE IT WITH HIM; FOR NO ONE ELSE, TO BE SURE, COULD NOW PUT IN FOR IT, SINCE HE MUST HAVE SEEN THOSE THAT FIRST DID SO TO HAVE MISERABLY PERISHED. NAY, BESIDES THIS, THE KINDRED OF THOSE THAT WERE DESTROYED MADE GREAT ENTREATIES TO THE MULTITUDE TO ABATE THE ARROGANCE OF MOSES, BECAUSE IT WOULD BE SAFEST FOR THEM SO TO DO. 
2. NOW MOSES, UPON HIS HEARING FOR A GOOD WHILE THAT THE PEOPLE WERE TUMULTUOUS, WAS AFRAID THAT THEY WOULD ATTEMPT SOME OTHER INNOVATION, AND THAT SOME GREAT AND SAD CALAMITY WOULD BE THE CONSEQUENCE. HE CALLED THE MULTITUDE TO A CONGREGATION, AND PATIENTLY HEARD WHAT APOLOGY THEY HAD TO MAKE FOR THEMSELVES, WITHOUT OPPOSING THEM, AND THIS LEST HE SHOULD IMBITTER THE MULTITUDE: HE ONLY DESIRED THE HEADS OF THE TRIBES TO BRING THEIR RODS, WITH THE NAMES OF THEIR TRIBES INSCRIBED UPON THEM, AND THAT HE SHOULD RECEIVE THE PRIESTHOOD IN WHOSE ROD GOD SHOULD GIVE A SIGN. THIS WAS AGREED TO. SO, THE REST BROUGHT THEIR RODS, AS DID AARON ALSO, WHO HAD WRITTEN THE TRIBE OF LEVI ON HIS ROD. THESE RODS MOSES LAID UP IN THE TABERNACLE OF GOD. ON THE NEXT DAY HE BROUGHT OUT THE RODS, WHICH WERE KNOWN FROM ONE ANOTHER BY THOSE WHO BROUGHT THEM, THEY HAVING DISTINCTLY NOTED THEM, AS HAD THE MULTITUDE ALSO; AND AS TO THE REST, IN THE SAME FORM MOSES HAD RECEIVED THEM, IN THAT THEY SAW THEM STILL; BUT THEY ALSO SAW BUDS AND BRANCHES GROWN OUT OF AARON'S ROD, WITH RIPE FRUITS UPON THEM; THEY WERE ALMONDS, THE ROD HAVING BEEN CUT OUT OF THAT TREE. THE PEOPLE WERE SO AMAZED AT THIS STRANGE SIGHT, THAT THOUGH MOSES AND AARON WERE BEFORE UNDER SOME DEGREE OF HATRED, THEY NOW LAID THAT HATRED ASIDE, AND BEGAN TO ADMIRE THE JUDGMENT OF GOD CONCERNING THEM; SO THAT HEREAFTER THEY APPLAUDED WHAT GOD HAD DECREED, AND PERMITTED AARON TO ENJOY THE PRIESTHOOD PEACEABLY. AND THUS, GOD ORDAINED HIM PRIEST THREE SEVERAL TIMES, AND HE RETAINED THAT HONOR WITHOUT FURTHER DISTURBANCE. AND HEREBY THIS SEDITION OF THE HEBREWS, WHICH HAD BEEN A GREAT ONE, AND HAD LASTED A GREAT WHILE, WAS AT LAST COMPOSED. 
3. AND NOW MOSES, BECAUSE THE TRIBE OF LEVI WAS MADE FREE FROM WAR AND WARLIKE EXPEDITIONS, AND WAS SET APART FOR THE DIVINE WORSHIP, LEST THEY SHOULD WANT AND SEEK AFTER THE NECESSARIES OF LIFE, AND SO NEGLECT THE TEMPLE, COMMANDED THE HEBREWS, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD, THAT WHEN THEY SHOULD GAIN THE POSSESSION OF THE LAND OF CANAAN, THEY SHOULD ASSIGN FORTY-EIGHT GOOD AND FAIR CITIES TO THE LEVITES; AND PERMIT THEM TO ENJOY THEIR SUBURBS, AS FAR AS THE LIMIT OF TWO THOUSAND CUBITS WOULD EXTEND FROM THE WALLS OF THE CITY. AND BESIDES THIS, HE APPOINTED THAT THE PEOPLE SHOULD PAY THE TITHE OF THEIR ANNUAL FRUITS OF THE EARTH, BOTH TO THE LEVITES AND TO THE PRIESTS. AND THIS IS WHAT THAT TRIBE RECEIVES OF THE MULTITUDE; BUT I THINK IT NECESSARY TO SET DOWN WHAT IS PAID BY ALL, PECULIARLY TO THE PRIESTS. 
4. ACCORDINGLY HE COMMANDED THE LEVITES TO YIELD UP TO THE PRIESTS THIRTEEN OF THEIR FORTY-EIGHT CITIES, AND TO SET APART FOR THEM THE TENTH PART OF THE TITHES WHICH THEY EVERY YEAR RECEIVE OF THE PEOPLE; AS ALSO, THAT IT WAS BUT JUST TO OFFER TO GOD THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THE ENTIRE PRODUCT OF THE GROUND; AND THAT THEY SHOULD OFFER THE FIRST-BORN OF THOSE FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS THAT ARE APPOINTED FOR SACRIFICES, IF IT BE A MALE, TO THE PRIESTS, TO BE SLAIN, THAT THEY AND THEIR ENTIRE FAMILIES MAY EAT THEM IN THE HOLY CITY; BUT THAT THE OWNERS OF THOSE FIRST-BORN WHICH ARE NOT APPOINTED FOR SACRIFICES IN THE LAWS OF OUR COUNTRY, SHOULD BRING A SHEKEL AND A HALF IN THEIR STEAD: BUT FOR THE FIRST-BORN OF A MAN, FIVE SHEKELS: THAT THEY SHOULD ALSO HAVE THE FIRST-FRUITS OUT OF THE SHEARING OF THE SHEEP; AND THAT WHEN ANY BAKED BREAD CORN, AND MADE LOAVES OF IT, THEY SHOULD GIVE SOMEWHAT OF WHAT THEY HAD BAKED TO THEM. MOREOVER, WHEN ANY HAVE MADE A SACRED VOW, I MEAN THOSE THAT ARE CALLED NAZARITES, THAT SUFFER THEIR HAIR TO GROW LONG, AND USE NO WINE, WHEN THEY CONSECRATE THEIR HAIR, AND OFFER IT FOR A SACRIFICE, THEY ARE TO ALLOT THAT HAIR FOR THE PRIESTS [TO BE THROWN INTO THE FIRE]. SUCH ALSO AS DEDICATE THEMSELVES TO GOD, AS A CORBAN, WHICH DENOTES WHAT THE GREEKS CALL A GIFT, WHEN THEY ARE DESIROUS OF BEING FREED FROM THAT MINISTRATION, ARE TO LAY DOWN MONEY FOR THE PRIESTS; THIRTY SHEKELS IF IT BE A WOMAN, AND FIFTY IF IT BE A MAN; BUT IF ANY BE TOO POOR TO PAY THE APPOINTED SUM, IT SHALL BE LAWFUL FOR THE PRIESTS TO DETERMINE THAT SUM AS THEY THINK FIT. AND IF ANY SLAY BEASTS AT HOME FOR A PRIVATE FESTIVAL, BUT NOT FOR A RELIGIOUS ONE, THEY ARE OBLIGED TO BRING THE MAW AND THE CHEEK, [OR BREAST,] AND THE RIGHT SHOULDER OF THE SACRIFICE, TO THE PRIESTS. WITH THESE MOSES CONTRIVED THAT THE PRIESTS SHOULD BE PLENTIFULLY MAINTAINED, BESIDES WHAT THEY HAD OUT OF THOSE OFFERINGS FOR SINS WHICH THE PEOPLE GAVE THEM, AS I HAVE SET IT DOWN IN THE FOREGOING BOOK. HE ALSO ORDERED, THAT OUT OF EVERY THING ALLOTTED FOR THE PRIESTS, THEIR SERVANTS, [THEIR SONS,] THEIR DAUGHTERS, AND THEIR WIVES, SHOULD PARTAKE, AS WELL AS THEMSELVES, EXCEPTING WHAT CAME TO THEM OUT OF THE SACRIFICES THAT WERE OFFERED FOR SINS; FOR OF THOSE NONE BUT THE MALES OF THE FAMILY OF THE PRIESTS MIGHT EAT, AND THIS IN THE TEMPLE ALSO, AND THAT THE SAME DAY THEY WERE OFFERED. 
5. WHEN MOSES HAD MADE THESE CONSTITUTIONS, AFTER THE SEDITION WAS OVER, HE REMOVED, TOGETHER WITH THE WHOLE ARMY, AND CAME TO THE BORDERS OF IDUMEA. HE THEN SENT AMBASSADORS TO THE KING OF THE IDUMEANS, AND DESIRED HIM TO GIVE HIM A PASSAGE THROUGH HIS COUNTRY; AND AGREED TO SEND HIM WHAT HOSTAGES HE SHOULD DESIRE, TO SECURE HIM FROM AN INJURY. HE DESIRED HIM ALSO, THAT HE WOULD ALLOW HIS ARMY LIBERTY TO BUY PROVISIONS; AND, IF HE INSISTED UPON IT, HE WOULD PAY DOWN A PRICE FOR THE VERY WATER THEY SHOULD DRINK. BUT THE KING WAS NOT PLEASED WITH THIS EMBASSAGE FROM MOSES: NOR DID HE ALLOW A PASSAGE FOR THE ARMY, BUT BROUGHT HIS PEOPLE ARMED TO MEET MOSES, AND TO HINDER THEM, IN CASE THEY SHOULD ENDEAVOR TO FORCE THEIR PASSAGE. UPON WHICH MOSES CONSULTED GOD BY THE ORACLE, WHO WOULD NOT HAVE HIM BEGIN THE WAR FIRST; AND SO, HE WITHDREW HIS FORCES, AND TRAVELED ROUND ABOUT THROUGH THE WILDERNESS. 
6. THEN IT WAS THAT MIRIAM, THE SISTER OF MOSES, CAME TO HER END, HAVING COMPLETED HER FORTIETH YEAR SINCE SHE LEFT EGYPT, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE LUNAR MONTH XANTHICUS. THEY THEN MADE A PUBLIC FUNERAL FOR HER, AT A GREAT EXPENSE. SHE WAS BURIED UPON A CERTAIN MOUNTAIN, WHICH THEY CALL SIN: AND WHEN THEY HAD MOURNED FOR HER THIRTY DAYS, MOSES PURIFIED THE PEOPLE AFTER THIS MANNER: HE BROUGHT A HEIFER THAT HAD NEVER BEEN USED TO THE PLOUGH OR TO HUSBANDRY, THAT WAS COMPLETE IN ALL ITS PARTS, AND ENTIRELY OF A RED COLOR, AT A LITTLE DISTANCE FROM THE CAMP, INTO A PLACE PERFECTLY CLEAN. THIS HEIFER WAS SLAIN BY THE HIGH PRIEST, AND HER BLOOD SPRINKLED WITH HIS FINGER SEVEN TIMES BEFORE THE TABERNACLE OF GOD; AFTER THIS, THE ENTIRE HEIFER WAS BURNT IN THAT STATE, TOGETHER WITH ITS SKIN AND ENTRAILS; AND THEY THREW CEDAR-WOOD, AND HYSSOP, AND SCARLET WOOL, INTO THE MIDST OF THE FIRE; THEN A CLEAN MAN GATHERED ALL HER ASHES TOGETHER, AND LAID THEM IN A PLACE PERFECTLY CLEAN. WHEN THEREFORE ANY PERSONS WERE DEFILED BY A DEAD BODY, THEY PUT A LITTLE OF THESE ASHES INTO SPRING WATER, WITH HYSSOP, AND, DIPPING PART OF THESE ASHES IN IT, THEY SPRINKLED THEM WITH IT, BOTH ON THE THIRD DAY, AND ON THE SEVENTH, AND AFTER THAT THEY WERE CLEAN. THIS HE ENJOINED THEM TO DO ALSO WHEN THE TRIBES SHOULD COME INTO THEIR OWN LAND. 
7. NOW WHEN THIS PURIFICATION, WHICH THEIR LEADER MADE UPON THE MOURNING FOR HIS SISTER, AS IT HAS BEEN NOW DESCRIBED, WAS OVER, HE CAUSED THE ARMY TO REMOVE AND TO MARCH THROUGH THE WILDERNESS AND THROUGH ARABIA; AND WHEN HE CAME TO A PLACE WHICH THE ARABIANS ESTEEM THEIR METROPOLIS, WHICH WAS FORMERLY CALLED ARCE, BUT HAS NOW THE NAME OF PETRA, AT THIS PLACE, WHICH WAS ENCOMPASSED WITH HIGH MOUNTAINS, AARON WENT UP ONE OF THEM IN THE SIGHT OF THE WHOLE ARMY, MOSES HAVING BEFORE TOLD HIM THAT HE WAS TO DIE, FOR THIS PLACE WAS OVER AGAINST THEM. HE PUT OFF HIS PONTIFICAL GARMENTS, AND DELIVERED THEM TO ELEAZAR HIS SON, TO WHOM THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD BELONGED, BECAUSE HE WAS THE ELDER BROTHER; AND DIED WHILE THE MULTITUDE LOOKED UPON HIM. HE DIED IN THE SAME YEAR WHEREIN HE LOST HIS SISTER, HAVING LIVED IN ALL A HUNDRED TWENTY AND THREE YEARS. HE DIED ON THE FIRST DAY OF THAT LUNAR MONTH WHICH IS CALLED BY THE ATHENIANS HECATOMBAEON, BY THE MACEDONIANS LOUS, BUT BY THE HEBREWS ABBA.
CHAPTER 5. HOW MOSES CONQUERED SIHON AND OG KINGS OF THE AMORITES, AND DESTROYED THEIR WHOLE ARMY AND THEN DIVIDED THEIR LAND BY LOT TO TWO TRIBES AND A HALF OF THE HEBREWS. 
1. THE PEOPLE MOURNED FOR AARON THIRTY DAYS, AND WHEN THIS MOURNING WAS OVER, MOSES REMOVED THE ARMY FROM THAT PLACE, AND CAME TO THE RIVER ARNON, WHICH, ISSUING OUT OF THE MOUNTAINS OF ARABIA, AND RUNNING THROUGH ALL THAT WILDERNESS, FALLS INTO THE LAKE ASPHALTITIS, AND BECOMES THE LIMIT BETWEEN THE LAND OF THE MOABITES AND THE LAND OF THE AMORITES. THIS LAND IS FRUITFUL, AND SUFFICIENT TO MAINTAIN A GREAT NUMBER OF MEN, WITH THE GOOD THINGS IT PRODUCES. MOSES THEREFORE SENT MESSENGERS TO SIHON, THE KING OF THIS COUNTRY, DESIRING THAT HE WOULD GRANT HIS ARMY A PASSAGE, UPON WHAT SECURITY HE SHOULD PLEASE TO REQUIRE; HE PROMISED THAT HE SHOULD BE NO WAY INJURED, NEITHER AS TO THAT COUNTRY WHICH SIHON GOVERNED, NOR AS TO ITS INHABITANTS; AND THAT HE WOULD BUY HIS PROVISIONS AT SUCH A PRICE AS SHOULD BE TO THEIR ADVANTAGE, EVEN THOUGH HE SHOULD DESIRE TO SELL THEM THEIR VERY WATER. BUT SIHON REFUSED HIS OFFER, AND PUT HIS ARMY INTO BATTLE ARRAY, AND WAS PREPARING EVERY THING IN ORDER TO HINDER THEIR PASSING OVER ARNON. 
2. WHEN MOSES SAW THAT THE AMORITE KING WAS DISPOSED TO ENTER UPON HOSTILITIES WITH THEM, HE THOUGHT HE OUGHT NOT TO BEAR THAT INSULT; AND, DETERMINING TO WEAN THE HEBREWS FROM THEIR INDOLENT TEMPER, AND PREVENT THE DISORDERS WHICH AROSE THENCE, WHICH HAD BEEN THE OCCASION OF THEIR FORMER SEDITION, (NOR INDEED WERE THEY NOW THOROUGHLY EASY IN THEIR MINDS,) HE INQUIRED OF GOD, WHETHER HE WOULD GIVE HIM LEAVE TO FIGHT? WHICH WHEN HE HAD DONE, AND GOD ALSO PROMISED HIM THE VICTORY, HE WAS HIMSELF VERY COURAGEOUS, AND READY TO PROCEED TO FIGHTING. ACCORDINGLY, HE ENCOURAGED THE SOLDIERS; AND HE DESIRED OF THEM THAT THEY WOULD TAKE THE PLEASURE OF FIGHTING, NOW GOD GAVE THEM LEAVE SO TO DO. THEY THEN, UPON THE RECEIPT OF THIS PERMISSION, WHICH THEY SO MUCH LONGED FOR, PUT ON THEIR WHOLE ARMOR, AND SET ABOUT THE WORK WITHOUT DELAY. BUT THE AMORITE KING WAS NOT NOW LIKE TO HIMSELF WHEN THE HEBREWS WERE READY TO ATTACK HIM; BUT BOTH HE HIMSELF WAS AFFRIGHTED AT THE HEBREWS, AND HIS ARMY, WHICH BEFORE HAD SHOWED THEMSELVES TO BE OF GOOD COURAGE, WERE THEN FOUND TO BE TIMOROUS: SO THEY COULD NOT SUSTAIN THE FIRST ONSET, NOR BEAR UP AGAINST THE HEBREWS, BUT FLED AWAY, AS THINKING THIS WOULD AFFORD THEM A MORE LIKELY WAY FOR THEIR ESCAPE THAN FIGHTING, FOR THEY DEPENDED UPON THEIR CITIES, WHICH WERE STRONG, FROM WHICH YET THEY REAPED NO ADVANTAGE WHEN THEY WERE FORCED TO FLY TO THEM; FOR AS SOON AS THE HEBREWS SAW THEM GIVING GROUND, THEY IMMEDIATELY PURSUED THEM CLOSE; AND WHEN THEY HAD BROKEN THEIR RANKS, THEY GREATLY TERRIFIED THEM, AND SOME OF THEM BROKE OFF FROM THE REST, AND RAN AWAY TO THE CITIES. NOW THE HEBREWS PURSUED THEM BRISKLY, AND OBSTINATELY PERSEVERED IN THE LABORS THEY HAD ALREADY UNDERGONE; AND BEING VERY SKILLFUL IN SLINGING, AND VERY DEXTEROUS IN THROWING OF DARTS, OR ANY THING ELSE OF THAT KIND, AND ALSO HAVING NOTHING BUT LIGHT ARMOR, WHICH MADE THEM QUICK IN THE PURSUIT, THEY OVERTOOK THEIR ENEMIES; AND FOR THOSE THAT WERE MOST REMOTE, AND COULD NOT BE OVERTAKEN, THEY REACHED THEM BY THEIR SLINGS AND THEIR BOWS, SO THAT MANY WERE SLAIN; AND THOSE THAT ESCAPED THE SLAUGHTER WERE SORELY WOUNDED, AND THESE WERE MORE DISTRESSED WITH THIRST THAN WITH ANY OF THOSE THAT FOUGHT AGAINST THEM, FOR IT WAS THE SUMMER SEASON; .AND WHEN THE GREATEST NUMBER OF THEM WERE BROUGHT DOWN TO THE RIVER OUT OF A DESIRE TO DRINK, AS ALSO WHEN OTHERS FLED AWAY BY TROOPS, THE HEBREWS CAME ROUND THEM, AND SHOT AT THEM; SO THAT, WHAT WITH DARTS AND WHAT WITH ARROWS, THEY MADE A SLAUGHTER OF THEM ALL. SIHON THEIR KING WAS ALSO SLAIN. SO, THE HEBREWS SPOILED THE DEAD BODIES, AND TOOK THEIR PREY. THE LAND ALSO WHICH THEY TOOK WAS FULL OF ABUNDANCE OF FRUITS, AND THE ARMY WENT ALL OVER IT WITHOUT FEAR, AND FED THEIR CATTLE UPON IT; AND THEY TOOK THE ENEMIES PRISONERS, FOR THEY COULD NO WAY PUT A STOP TO THEM, SINCE ALL THE FIGHTING MEN WERE DESTROYED. SUCH WAS THE DESTRUCTION WHICH OVERTOOK THE AMORITES, WHO WERE NEITHER SAGACIOUS IN COUNSEL, NOR COURAGEOUS IN ACTION. HEREUPON THE HEBREWS TOOK POSSESSION OF THEIR LAND, WHICH IS A COUNTRY SITUATE BETWEEN THREE RIVERS, AND NATURALLY RESEMBLED AN ISLAND: THE RIVER ARNON BEING ITS SOUTHERN; THE RIVER JABBOK DETERMINING ITS NORTHERN SIDE, WHICH RUNNING INTO JORDAN LOSES ITS OWN NAME, AND TAKES THE OTHER; WHILE JORDAN ITSELF RUNS ALONG BY IT, ON ITS WESTERN COAST. 
3. WHEN MATTERS WERE COME TO THIS STATE, OG, THE KING OF GILEAD AND GAULANITIS, FELL UPON THE ISRAELITES. HE BROUGHT AN ARMY WITH HIM, AND IN HASTE TO THE ASSISTANCE OF HIS FRIEND SIHON: BUT THOUGH HE FOUND HIM ALREADY SLAIN, YET DID HE RESOLVE STILL TO COME AND FIGHT THE HEBREWS, SUPPOSING HE SHOULD BE TOO HARD FOR THEM, AND BEING DESIROUS TO TRY THEIR VALOR; BUT FAILING OF HIS HOPE, HE WAS BOTH HIMSELF SLAIN IN THE BATTLE, AND ALL HIS ARMY WAS DESTROYED. SO, MOSES PASSED OVER THE RIVER JABBOK, AND OVERRAN THE KINGDOM OF OG. HE OVERTHREW THEIR CITIES, AND SLEW ALL THEIR INHABITANTS, WHO YET EXCEEDED IN RICHES ALL THE MEN IN THAT PART OF THE CONTINENT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE GOODNESS OF THE SOIL, AND THE GREAT QUANTITY OF THEIR WEALTH. NOW OG HAD VERY FEW EQUALS, EITHER IN THE LARGENESS OF HIS BODY, OR HANDSOMENESS OF HIS APPEARANCE. HE WAS ALSO A MAN OF GREAT ACTIVITY IN THE USE OF HIS HANDS, SO THAT HIS ACTIONS WERE NOT UNEQUAL TO THE VAST LARGENESS AND HANDSOME APPEARANCE OF HIS BODY. AND MEN COULD EASILY GUESS AT HIS STRENGTH AND MAGNITUDE WHEN THEY TOOK HIS BED AT RABBATH, THE ROYAL CITY OF THE AMMONITES; ITS STRUCTURE WAS OF IRON, ITS BREADTH FOUR CUBITS, AND ITS LENGTH A CUBIT MORE THAN DOUBLE THERETO. HOWEVER, HIS FALL DID NOT ONLY IMPROVE THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE HEBREWS FOR THE PRESENT, BUT BY HIS DEATH HE WAS THE OCCASION OF FURTHER GOOD SUCCESS TO THEM; FOR THEY PRESENTLY TOOK THOSE SIXTY CITIES, WHICH WERE ENCOMPASSED WITH EXCELLENT WALLS, AND HAD BEEN SUBJECT TO HIM, AND ALL GOT BOTH IN GENERAL AND IN PARTICULAR A GREAT PREY.
CHAPTER 6. CONCERNING, BALAAM THE PROPHET AND WHAT KIND OF MAN HE WAS. 
1. NOW MOSES, WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT HIS ARMY TO JORDAN; PITCHED HIS CAMP IN THE GREAT PLAIN OVER AGAINST JERICHO. THIS CITY IS A VERY HAPPY SITUATION, AND VERY FIT FOR PRODUCING PALM-TREES AND BALSAM. AND NOW THE ISRAELITES BEGAN TO BE VERY PROUD OF THEMSELVES, AND WERE VERY EAGER FOR FIGHTING. MOSES THEN, AFTER HE HAD OFFERED FOR A FEW DAYS, SACRIFICES OF THANKSGIVING TO GOD, AND FEASTED THE PEOPLE, SENT A PARTY OF ARMED MEN TO LAY WASTE THE COUNTRY OF THE MIDIANITES, AND TO TAKE THEIR CITIES. NOW THE OCCASION WHICH HE TOOK FOR MAKING WAR UPON THEM WAS THIS THAT FOLLOWS: 
2. WHEN BALAK, THE KING OF THE MOABITES, WHO HAD FROM HIS ANCESTORS A FRIENDSHIP AND LEAGUE WITH THE MIDIANITES, SAW HOW GREAT THE ISRAELITES WERE GROWN, HE WAS MUCH AFFRIGHTED ON ACCOUNT OF HIS OWN AND HIS KINGDOM'S DANGER; FOR HE WAS NOT ACQUAINTED WITH THIS, THAT THE HEBREWS WOULD NOT MEDDLE WITH ANY OTHER COUNTRY, BUT WERE TO BE CONTENTED WITH THE POSSESSION OF THE LAND OF CANAAN, GOD HAVING FORBIDDEN THEM TO GO ANY FARTHER SO HE, WITH MORE HASTE THAN WISDOM, RESOLVED TO MAKE AN ATTEMPT UPON THEM BY WORDS; BUT HE DID NOT JUDGE IT PRUDENT TO FIGHT AGAINST THEM, AFTER THEY HAD SUCH PROSPEROUS SUCCESSES, AND EVEN BECAME OUT OF ILL SUCCESSES MORE HAPPY THAN BEFORE, BUT HE THOUGHT TO HINDER THEM, IF HE COULD, FROM GROWING GREATER, AND SO HE RESOLVED TO SEND AMBASSADORS TO THE MIDIANITES ABOUT THEM. NOW THESE MIDIANITES KNOWING THERE WAS ONE BALAAM, WHO LIVED BY EUPHRATES, AND WAS THE GREATEST OF THE PROPHETS AT THAT TIME, AND ONE THAT WAS IN FRIENDSHIP WITH THEM, SENT SOME OF THEIR HONORABLE PRINCES ALONG WITH THE AMBASSADORS OF BALAK, TO ENTREAT THE PROPHET TO COME TO THEM, THAT HE MIGHT IMPRECATE CURSES TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ISRAELITES. SO, BALSAM RECEIVED THE AMBASSADORS, AND TREATED THEM VERY KINDLY; AND WHEN HE HAD SUPPED, HE INQUIRED WHAT WAS GOD'S WILL, AND WHAT THIS MATTER WAS FOR WHICH THE MIDIANITES ENTREATED HIM TO COME TO THEM. BUT WHEN GOD OPPOSED HIS GOING, HE CAME TO THE AMBASSADORS, AND TOLD THEM THAT HE WAS HIMSELF VERY WILLING AND DESIROUS TO COMPLY WITH THEIR REQUEST, BUT INFORMED THEM THAT GOD WAS OPPOSITE TO HIS INTENTIONS, EVEN THAT GOD WHO HAD RAISED HIM TO GREAT REPUTATION ON ACCOUNT OF THE TRUTH OF HIS PREDICTIONS; FOR THAT THIS ARMY, WHICH THEY ENTREATED HIM TO COME AND CURSE, WAS IN THE FAVOR OF GOD; ON WHICH ACCOUNT HE ADVISED THEM TO GO HOME AGAIN, AND NOT TO PERSIST IN THEIR ENMITY AGAINST THE ISRAELITES; AND WHEN HE HAD GIVEN THEM THAT ANSWER, HE DISMISSED THE AMBASSADORS. 
3. NOW THE MIDIANITES, AT THE EARNEST REQUEST AND FERVENT ENTREATIES OF BALAK, SENT OTHER AMBASSADORS TO BALAAM, WHO, DESIRING TO GRATIFY THE MEN, INQUIRED AGAIN OF GOD; BUT HE WAS DISPLEASED AT [SECOND] TRIAL AND BID HIM BY NO MEANS TO CONTRADICT THE AMBASSADORS. NOW BALSAM DID NOT IMAGINE THAT GOD GAVE THIS INJUNCTION IN ORDER TO DECEIVE HIM, SO HE WENT ALONG WITH THE AMBASSADORS; BUT WHEN THE DIVINE ANGEL MET HIM IN THE WAY, WHEN HE WAS IN A NARROW PASSAGE, AND HEDGED IN WITH A WALL ON BOTH SIDES, THE ASS ON WHICH BALAAM RODE UNDERSTOOD THAT IT WAS A DIVINE SPIRIT THAT MET HIM, AND THRUST BALAAM TO ONE OF THE WALLS, WITHOUT REGARD TO THE STRIPES WHICH BALAAM, WHEN HE WAS HURT BY THE WALL, GAVE HER; BUT WHEN THE ASS, UPON THE ANGEL'S CONTINUING TO DISTRESS HER, AND UPON THE STRIPES WHICH WERE GIVEN HER, FELL DOWN, BY THE WILL OF GOD, SHE MADE USE OF THE VOICE OF A MAN, AND COMPLAINED OF BALAAM AS ACTING UNJUSTLY TO HER; THAT WHEREAS HE HAD NO FAULT FIND WITH HER IN HER FORMER SERVICE TO HIM, HE NOW INFLICTED STRIPES UPON HER, AS NOT UNDERSTANDING THAT SHE WAS HINDERED FROM SERVING HIM IN WHAT HE WAS NOW GOING ABOUT, BY THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD. AND WHEN HE WAS DISTURBED BY REASON OF THE VOICE OF THE ASS, WHICH WAS THAT OF A MAN, THE ANGEL PLAINLY APPEARED TO HIM, AND BLAMED HIM FOR THE STRIPES HE HAD GIVEN HIS ASS; AND INFORMED HIM THAT THE BRUTE CREATURE WAS NOT IN FAULT, BUT THAT HE WAS HIMSELF COME TO OBSTRUCT HIS JOURNEY, AS BEING CONTRARY TO THE WILL OF GOD. UPON WHICH BALAAM WAS AFRAID, AND WAS PREPARING TO RETURN BACK AGAIN: YET DID GOD EXCITE HIM TO GO ON HIS INTENDED JOURNEY, BUT ADDED THIS INJUNCTION, THAT HE SHOULD DECLARE NOTHING BUT WHAT HE HIMSELF SHOULD SUGGEST TO HIS MIND. 
4. WHEN GOD HAD GIVEN HIM THIS CHARGE, HE CAME TO BALAK; AND WHEN THE KING HAD ENTERTAINED HIM IN A MAGNIFICENT MANNER, HE DESIRED HIM TO GO TO ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS TO TAKE A VIEW OF THE STATE OF THE CAMP OF THE HEBREWS. BALAK HIMSELF ALSO CAME TO THE MOUNTAIN, AND BROUGHT THE PROPHET ALONG WITH HIM, WITH A ROYAL ATTENDANCE. THIS MOUNTAIN LAY OVER THEIR HEADS, AND WAS DISTANT SIXTY FURLONGS FROM THE CAMP. NOW WHEN HE SAW THEM, HE DESIRED THE KING TO BUILD HIM SEVEN ALTARS, AND TO BRING HIM AS MANY BULLS AND RAMS; TO WHICH DESIRE THE KING DID PRESENTLY CONFORM. HE THEN SLEW THE SACRIFICES, AND OFFERED THEM AS BURNT-OFFERINGS, THAT HE MIGHT OBSERVE SOME SIGNAL OF THE FLIGHT OF THE HEBREWS. THEN SAID HE, "HAPPY IS THIS PEOPLE, ON WHOM GOD BESTOWS THE POSSESSION OF INNUMERABLE GOOD THINGS, AND GRANTS THEM HIS OWN PROVIDENCE TO BE THEIR ASSISTANT AND THEIR GUIDE; SO THAT THERE IS NOT ANY NATION AMONG MANKIND BUT YOU WILL BE ESTEEMED SUPERIOR TO THEM IN VIRTUE, AND IN THE EARNEST PROSECUTION OF THE BEST RULES OF LIFE, AND OF SUCH AS ARE PURE FROM WICKEDNESS, AND WILL LEAVE THOSE RULES TO YOUR EXCELLENT CHILDREN; AND THIS OUT OF THE REGARD THAT GOD BEARS TO YOU, AND THE PROVISION OF SUCH THINGS FOR YOU AS MAY RENDER YOU HAPPIER THAN ANY OTHER PEOPLE UNDER THE SUN. YOU SHALL RETAIN THAT LAND TO WHICH HE HATH SENT YOU, AND IT SHALL EVER BE UNDER THE COMMAND OF YOUR CHILDREN; AND BOTH ALL THE EARTH, AS WELL AS THE SEAS, SHALL BE FILLED WITH YOUR GLORY: AND YOU SHALL BE SUFFICIENTLY NUMEROUS TO SUPPLY THE WORLD IN GENERAL, AND EVERY REGION OF IT IN PARTICULAR, WITH INHABITANTS OUT OF YOUR STOCK. HOWEVER, O BLESSED ARMY! WONDER THAT YOU ARE BECOME SO MANY FROM ONE FATHER: AND TRULY, THE LAND OF CANAAN CAN NOW HOLD YOU, AS BEING YET COMPARATIVELY FEW; BUT KNOW YE THAT THE WHOLE WORLD IS PROPOSED TO BE YOUR PLACE OF HABITATION FOR EVER. THE MULTITUDE OF YOUR POSTERITY ALSO SHALL LIVE AS WELL IN THE ISLANDS AS ON THE CONTINENT, AND THAT MORE IN NUMBER THAN ARE THE STARS OF HEAVEN. AND WHEN YOU ARE BECOME SO MANY, GOD WILL NOT RELINQUISH THE CARE OF YOU, BUT WILL AFFORD YOU AN ABUNDANCE OF ALL GOOD THINGS IN TIMES OF PEACE, WITH VICTORY AND DOMINION IN TIMES OF WAR. MAY THE CHILDREN OF YOUR ENEMIES HAVE AN INCLINATION TO FIGHT AGAINST YOU; AND MAY THEY BE SO HARDY AS TO COME TO ARMS, AND TO ASSAULT YOU IN BATTLE, FOR THEY WILL NOT RETURN WITH VICTORY, NOR WILL THEIR RETURN BE AGREEABLE TO THEIR CHILDREN AND WIVES. TO SO GREAT A DEGREE OF VALOR WILL YOU BE RAISED BY THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD, WHO IS ABLE TO DIMINISH THE AFFLUENCE OF SOME, AND TO SUPPLY THE WANTS OF OTHERS." 
5. THUS, DID BALAAM SPEAK BY INSPIRATION, AS NOT BEING IN HIS OWN POWER, BUT MOVED TO SAY WHAT HE DID BY THE DIVINE SPIRIT. BUT THEN BALAK WAS DISPLEASED, AND SAID HE HAD BROKEN THE CONTRACT HE HAD MADE, WHEREBY HE WAS TO COME, AS HE AND HIS CONFEDERATES HAD INVITED HIM, BY THE PROMISE OF GREAT PRESENTS: FOR WHEREAS HE CAME TO CURSE THEIR ENEMIES, HE HAD MADE AN ENCOMIUM UPON THEM, AND HAD DECLARED THAT THEY WERE THE HAPPIEST OF MEN. TO WHICH BALAAM REPLIED, "O BALAK, IF THOU RIGHTLY CONSIDEREST THIS WHOLE MATTER, CANST THOU SUPPOSE THAT IT IS IN OUR POWER TO BE SILENT, OR TO SAY ANY THING, WHEN THE SPIRIT OF GOD SEIZES UPON US? - FOR HE PUTS SUCH WORDS AS HE PLEASES IN OUR MOUTHS, AND SUCH DISCOURSES AS WE ARE NOT OURSELVES CONSCIOUS OF. I WELL REMEMBER BY WHAT ENTREATIES BOTH YOU AND THE MIDIANITES SO JOYFULLY BROUGHT ME HITHER, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT, I TOOK THIS JOURNEY. IT WAS MY PRAYER, THAT I MIGHT NOT PUT ANY AFFRONT UPON YOU, AS TO WHAT YOU DESIRED OF ME; BUT GOD IS MORE POWERFUL THAN THE PURPOSES I HAD MADE TO SERVE YOU; FOR THOSE THAT TAKE UPON THEM TO FORETELL THE AFFAIRS OF MANKIND, AS FROM THEIR OWN ABILITIES, ARE ENTIRELY UNABLE TO DO IT, OR TO FORBEAR TO UTTER WHAT GOD SUGGESTS TO THEM, OR TO OFFER VIOLENCE TO HIS WILL; FOR WHEN HE PREVENTS US AND ENTERS INTO US, NOTHING THAT WE SAY IS OUR OWN. I THEN DID NOT INTEND TO PRAISE THIS ARMY, NOR TO GO OVER THE SEVERAL GOOD THINGS WHICH GOD INTENDED TO DO TO THEIR RACE; BUT SINCE HE WAS SO FAVORABLE TO THEM, AND SO READY TO BESTOW UPON THEM A HAPPY LIFE AND ETERNAL GLORY, HE SUGGESTED THE DECLARATION OF THOSE THINGS TO ME: BUT NOW, BECAUSE IT IS MY DESIRE TO OBLIGE THEE THYSELF, AS WELL AS THE MIDIANITES, WHOSE ENTREATIES IT IS NOT DECENT FOR ME TO REJECT, GO TO, LET US AGAIN REAR OTHER ALTARS, AND OFFER THE LIKE SACRIFICES THAT WE DID BEFORE, THAT I MAY SEE WHETHER I CAN PERSUADE GOD TO PERMIT ME TO BIND THESE MEN WITH CURSES." WHICH, WHEN BALAK HAD AGREED TO, GOD WOULD NOT, EVEN UPON SECOND SACRIFICES, CONSENT TO HIS CURSING THE ISRAELITES. THEN FELL BALAAM UPON HIS FACE, AND FORETOLD WHAT CALAMITIES WOULD BEFALL THE SEVERAL KINGS OF THE NATIONS, AND THE MOST EMINENT CITIES, SOME OF WHICH OF OLD WERE NOT SO MUCH AS INHABITED; WHICH EVENTS HAVE COME TO PASS AMONG THE SEVERAL PEOPLE CONCERNED, BOTH IN THE FOREGOING AGES, AND IN THIS, TILL MY OWN MEMORY, BOTH BY SEA AND BY LAND. FROM WHICH COMPLETION OF ALL THESE PREDICTIONS THAT HE MADE, ONE MAY EASILY GUESS THAT THE REST WILL HAVE THEIR COMPLETION IN TIME TO COME. 
6. BUT BALAK BEING VERY ANGRY THAT THE ISRAELITES WERE NOT CURSED, SENT AWAY BALAAM WITHOUT THINKING HIM WORTHY OF ANY HONOR. WHEREUPON, WHEN HE WAS JUST UPON HIS JOURNEY, IN ORDER TO PASS THE EUPHRATES, HE SENT FOR BALAK, AND FOR THE PRINCES OF THE MIDIANITES, AND SPOKE THUS TO THEM: - "O BALAK, AND YOU MIDIANITES THAT ARE HERE PRESENT, (FOR I AM OBLIGED EVEN WITHOUT THE WILL OF GOD TO GRATIFY YOU,) IT IS TRUE NO ENTIRE DESTRUCTION CAN SEIZE UPON THE NATION OF THE HEBREWS, NEITHER BY WAR, NOR BY PLAGUE, NOR BY SCARCITY OF THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH, NOR CAN ANY OTHER UNEXPECTED ACCIDENT BE THEIR ENTIRE RUIN; FOR THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD IS CONCERNED TO PRESERVE THEM FROM SUCH A MISFORTUNE; NOR WILL IT PERMIT ANY SUCH CALAMITY TO COME UPON THEM WHEREBY THEY MAY ALL PERISH; BUT SOME SMALL MISFORTUNES, AND THOSE FOR A SHORT TIME, WHEREBY THEY MAY APPEAR TO BE BROUGHT LOW, MAY STILL BEFALL THEM; BUT AFTER THAT THEY WILL FLOURISH AGAIN, TO THE TERROR OF THOSE THAT BROUGHT THOSE MISCHIEFS UPON THEM. SO THAT IF YOU HAVE A MIND TO GAIN A VICTORY OVER THEM FOR A SHORT SPACE OF TIME, YOU WILL OBTAIN IT BY FOLLOWING MY DIRECTIONS: - DO YOU THEREFORE SET OUT THE HANDSOMEST OF SUCH OF YOUR DAUGHTERS AS ARE MOST EMINENT FOR BEAUTY, AND PROPER TO FORCE AND CONQUER THE MODESTY OF THOSE THAT BEHOLD THEM, AND THESE DECKED AND TRIMMED TO THE HIGHEST DEGREE ABLE. THEN DO YOU SEND THEM TO BE NEAR CAMP, AND GIVE THEM IN CHARGE, THAT THE YOUNG MEN OF THE HEBREWS DESIRE THEIR ALLOW IT THEM; AND WHEN THEY SEE THEY ARE ENAMORED OF THEM, LET THEM TAKE LEAVES; AND IF THEY ENTREAT THEM TO STAY, LET GIVE THEIR CONSENT TILL THEY HAVE PERSUADED LEAVE OFF THEIR OBEDIENCE TO THEIR OWN LAWS, THE WORSHIP OF THAT GOD WHO ESTABLISHED THEM TO WORSHIP THE GODS OF THE MIDIANITES AND FOR BY THIS MEANS GOD WILL BE ANGRY AT THEM . ACCORDINGLY, WHEN BALAAM HAD SUGGESTED COUNSEL TO THEM, HE WENT HIS WAY. 
7. SO WHEN THE MIDIANITES HAD SENT THEIR DAUGHTERS, AS BALAAM HAD EXHORTED THEM, THE HEBREW MEN WERE ALLURED BY THEIR BEAUTY, AND CAME WITH THEM, AND BESOUGHT THEM NOT TO GRUDGE THEM THE ENJOYMENT OF THEIR BEAUTY, NOR TO DENY THEM THEIR CONVERSATION. THESE DAUGHTERS OF MIDIANITES RECEIVED THEIR WORDS GLADLY, AND CONSENTED TO IT, AND STAID WITH THEM; BUT WHEN THEY BROUGHT THEM TO BE ENAMORED OF THEM, AND THEIR INCLINATIONS TO THEM WERE GROWN TO RIPENESS, THEY BEGAN TO THINK OF DEPARTING FROM THEM: THEN IT WAS THAT THESE MEN BECAME GREATLY DISCONSOLATE AT THE WOMEN'S DEPARTURE, AND THEY WERE URGENT WITH THEM NOT TO LEAVE THEM, BUT BEGGED THEY WOULD CONTINUE THERE, AND BECOME THEIR WIVES; AND THEY PROMISED THEM THEY SHOULD BE OWNED AS MISTRESSES ALL THEY HAD. THIS THEY SAID WITH AN OATH, AND CALLED GOD FOR THE ARBITRATOR OF WHAT THEY PROMISED; AND THIS WITH TEARS IN THEIR EYES, AND ALL SUCH MARKS OF CONCERN, AS MIGHT SHEW HOW MISERABLE THEY THOUGHT THEMSELVES WITHOUT THEM, AND SO MIGHT MOVE THEIR COMPASSION FOR THEM. SO, THE WOMEN, AS SOON AS THEY PERCEIVED THEY HAD MADE THEIR SLAVES, AND HAD CAUGHT THEM WITH THEIR CONSERVATION BEGAN TO SPEAK THUS TO THEM: 
8. "O YOU ILLUSTRIOUS YOUNG MEN! WE HAVE OF OUR OWN AT HOME, AND GREAT PLENTY OF GOOD THINGS THERE, TOGETHER WITH THE NATURAL, AFFECTIONATE PARENTS AND FRIENDS; NOR IS IT OUT OF OUR WANT OF ANY SUCH THINGS THAT WE CAME TO DISCOURSE WITH YOU; NOR DID WE ADMIT OF YOUR INVITATION WITH DESIGN TO PROSTITUTE THE BEAUTY OF OUR BODIES FOR GAIN; BUT TAKING YOU FOR BRAVE AND WORTHY MEN, WE AGREED TO YOUR REQUEST, THAT WE MIGHT TREAT YOU WITH SUCH HONORS AS HOSPITALITY REQUIRED: AND NOW SEEING YOU SAY THAT YOU HAVE A GREAT AFFECTION FOR US, AND ARE TROUBLED WHEN YOU THINK WE ARE DEPARTING, WE ARE NOT AVERSE TO YOUR ENTREATIES; AND IF WE MAY RECEIVE SUCH ASSURANCE OF YOUR GOOD-WILL AS WE THINK CAN BE ALONE SUFFICIENT, WE WILL BE GLAD TO LEAD OUR LIVES WITH YOU AS YOUR WIVES; BUT WE ARE AFRAID THAT YOU WILL IN TIME BE WEARY OF OUR COMPANY, AND WILL THEN ABUSE US, AND SEND US BACK TO OUR PARENTS, AFTER AN IGNOMINIOUS MANNER." AND THEY DESIRED THAT THEY WOULD EXCUSE THEM IN THEIR GUARDING AGAINST THAT DANGER. BUT THE YOUNG MEN PROFESSED THEY WOULD GIVE THEM ANY ASSURANCE THEY SHOULD DESIRE; NOR DID THEY AT ALL CONTRADICT WHAT THEY REQUESTED, SO GREAT WAS THE PASSION THEY HAD FOR THEM. "IF THEN," SAID THEY, "THIS BE YOUR RESOLUTION, SINCE YOU MAKE USE OF SUCH CUSTOMS AND CONDUCT OF LIFE AS ARE ENTIRELY DIFFERENT FROM ALL OTHER MEN, INSOMUCH THAT YOUR KINDS OF FOOD ARE PECULIAR TO YOURSELVES, AND YOUR KINDS OF DRINK NOT COMMON TO OTHERS, IT WILL BE ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY, IF YOU WOULD HAVE US FOR YOUR WIVES, THAT YOU DO WITHAL WORSHIP OUR GODS. NOR CAN THERE BE ANY OTHER DEMONSTRATION OF THE KINDNESS WHICH YOU SAY YOU ALREADY HAVE, AND PROMISE TO HAVE HEREAFTER TO US, THEN THIS, THAT YOU WORSHIP THE SAME GODS THAT WE DO. FOR HAS ANY ONE REASON TO COMPLAIN, THAT NOW YOU ARE COME INTO THIS COUNTRY, YOU SHOULD WORSHIP THE PROPER GODS OF THE SAME COUNTRY? ESPECIALLY WHILE OUR GODS ARE COMMON TO ALL MEN, AND YOURS SUCH AS BELONG TO NOBODY ELSE BUT YOURSELVES." SO, THEY SAID THEY MUST EITHER COME INTO SUCH METHODS OF DIVINE WORSHIP AS ALL OTHERS CAME INTO, OR ELSE THEY MUST LOOK OUT FOR ANOTHER WORLD, WHEREIN THEY MAY LIVE BY THEMSELVES, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN LAWS. 
9. NOW THE YOUNG MEN WERE INDUCED BY THE FONDNESS THEY HAD FOR THESE WOMEN TO THINK THEY SPOKE VERY WELL; SO THEY GAVE THEMSELVES UP TO WHAT THEY PERSUADED THEM, AND TRANSGRESSED THEIR OWN LAWS, AND SUPPOSING THERE WERE MANY GODS, AND RESOLVING THAT THEY WOULD SACRIFICE TO THEM ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF THAT COUNTRY WHICH ORDAINED THEM, THEY BOTH WERE DELIGHTED WITH THEIR STRANGE FOOD, AND WENT ON TO DO EVERY THING THAT THE WOMEN WOULD HAVE THEM DO, THOUGH IN CONTRADICTION TO THEIR OWN LAWS; SO FAR INDEED THAT THIS TRANSGRESSION WAS ALREADY GONE THROUGH THE WHOLE ARMY OF THE YOUNG MEN, AND THEY FELL INTO A SEDITION THAT WAS MUCH WORSE THAN THE FORMER, AND INTO DANGER OF THE ENTIRE ABOLITION OF THEIR OWN INSTITUTIONS; FOR WHEN ONCE THE YOUTH HAD TASTED OF THESE STRANGE CUSTOMS, THEY WENT WITH INSATIABLE INCLINATIONS INTO THEM; AND EVEN WHERE SOME OF THE PRINCIPAL MEN WERE ILLUSTRIOUS ON ACCOUNT OF THE VIRTUES OF THEIR FATHERS, THEY ALSO WERE CORRUPTED TOGETHER WITH THE REST. 
10. EVEN ZIMRI, THE HEAD OF THE TRIBE OF SIMEON ACCOMPANIED WITH COZBI, A MIDIANITISH WOMEN, WHO WAS THE DAUGHTER OF SUR, A MAN OF AUTHORITY IN THAT COUNTRY; AND BEING DESIRED BY HIS WIFE TO DISREGARD THE LAWS OF MOSES, AND TO FOLLOW THOSE SHE WAS USED TO, HE COMPLIED WITH HER, AND THIS BOTH BY SACRIFICING AFTER A MANNER DIFFERENT FROM HIS OWN, AND BY TAKING A STRANGER TO WIFE. WHEN THINGS WERE THUS, MOSES WAS AFRAID THAT MATTERS SHOULD GROW WORSE, AND CALLED THE PEOPLE TO A CONGREGATION, BUT THEN ACCUSED NOBODY BY NAME, AS UNWILLING TO DRIVE THOSE INTO DESPAIR WHO, BY LYING CONCEALED, MIGHT COME TO REPENTANCE; BUT HE SAID THAT THEY DID NOT DO WHAT WAS EITHER WORTHY OF THEMSELVES, OR OF THEIR FATHERS, BY PREFERRING PLEASURE TO GOD, AND TO THE LIVING ACCORDING TO HIS WILL; THAT IT WAS FIT THEY SHOULD CHANGE THEIR COURSES WHILE THEIR AFFAIRS WERE STILL IN A GOOD STATE, AND THINK THAT TO BE TRUE FORTITUDE WHICH OFFERS NOT VIOLENCE TO THEIR LAWS, BUT THAT WHICH RESISTS THEIR LUSTS. AND BESIDES THAT, HE SAID IT WAS NOT A REASONABLE THING, WHEN THEY HAD LIVED SOBERLY IN THE WILDERNESS, TO ACT MADLY NOW WHEN THEY WERE IN PROSPERITY; AND THAT THEY OUGHT NOT TO LOSE, NOW THEY HAVE ABUNDANCE, WHAT THEY HAD GAINED WHEN THEY HAD LITTLE: - AND SO DID HE ENDEAVOR, BY SAYING THIS, TO CORRECT THE YOUNG INERT, AND TO BRING THEM TO REPENTANCE FOR WHAT THEY HAD DONE. 
11. BUT ZIMRI AROSE UP AFTER HIM, AND SAID, "YES, INDEED, MOSES, THOU ART AT LIBERTY TO MAKE USE OF SUCH LAWS AS THOU ART SO FOND OF, AND HAST, BY ACCUSTOMING THYSELF TO THEM, MADE THEM FIRM; OTHERWISE, IF THINGS HAD NOT BEEN THUS, THOU HADST OFTEN BEEN PUNISHED BEFORE NOW, AND HADST KNOWN THAT THE HEBREWS ARE NOT EASILY PUT UPON; BUT THOU SHALT NOT HAVE ME ONE OF THY FOLLOWERS IN THY TYRANNICAL COMMANDS, FOR THOU DOST NOTHING ELSE HITHERTO, BUT, UNDER PRETENSE OF LAWS, AND OF GOD, WICKEDLY IMPOSE ON US SLAVERY, AND GAIN DOMINION TO THYSELF, WHILE THOU DEPRIVEST US OF THE SWEETNESS OF LIFE, WHICH CONSISTS IN ACTING ACCORDING TO OUR OWN WILLS, AND IS THE RIGHT OF FREE-MEN, AND OF THOSE THAT HAVE NO LORD OVER THEM. NAY, INDEED, THIS MAN IS HARDER UPON THE HEBREWS THEN WERE THE EGYPTIANS THEMSELVES, AS PRETENDING TO PUNISH, ACCORDING TO HIS LAWS, EVERY ONE'S ACTING WHAT IS MOST AGREEABLE TO HIMSELF; BUT THOU THYSELF BETTER DESERVEST TO SUFFER PUNISHMENT, WHO PRESUMEST TO ABOLISH WHAT EVERY ONE ACKNOWLEDGES TO BE WHAT IS GOOD FOR HIM, AND AIMEST TO MAKE THY SINGLE OPINION TO HAVE MORE FORCE THAN THAT OF ALL THE REST; AND WHAT I NOW DO, AND THINK TO BE RIGHT, I SHALL NOT HEREAFTER DENY TO BE ACCORDING TO MY OWN SENTIMENTS. I HAVE MARRIED, AS THOU SAYEST RIGHTLY, A STRANGE WOMAN, AND THOU HEAREST WHAT I DO FROM MYSELF AS FROM ONE THAT IS FREE, FOR TRULY I DID NOT INTEND TO CONCEAL MYSELF. I ALSO OWN THAT I SACRIFICED TO THOSE GODS TO WHOM YOU DO NOT THINK IT FIT TO SACRIFICE; AND I THINK IT RIGHT TO COME AT TRUTH BY INQUIRING OF MANY PEOPLE, AND NOT LIKE ONE THAT LIVES UNDER TYRANNY, TO SUFFER THE WHOLE HOPE OF MY LIFE TO DEPEND UPON ONE MAN; NOR SHALL ANY ONE FIND CAUSE TO REJOICE WHO DECLARES HIMSELF TO HAVE MORE AUTHORITY OVER MY ACTIONS THAN MYSELF." 
12. NOW WHEN ZIMRI HAD SAID THESE THINGS, ABOUT WHAT HE AND SOME OTHERS HAD WICKEDLY DONE, THE PEOPLE HELD THEIR PEACE, BOTH OUT OF FEAR OF WHAT MIGHT COME UPON THEM, AND BECAUSE THEY SAW THAT THEIR LEGISLATOR WAS NOT WILLING TO BRING HIS INSOLENCE BEFORE THE PUBLIC ANY FURTHER, OR OPENLY TO CONTEND WITH HIM; FOR HE AVOIDED THAT, LEST MANY SHOULD IMITATE THE IMPUDENCE OF HIS LANGUAGE, AND THEREBY DISTURB THE MULTITUDE. UPON THIS THE ASSEMBLY WAS DISSOLVED. HOWEVER, THE MISCHIEVOUS ATTEMPT HAD PROCEEDED FURTHER, IF ZIMRI HAD NOT BEEN FIRST SLAIN, WHICH CAME TO PASS ON THE FOLLOWING OCCASION: - PHINEAS, A MAN IN OTHER RESPECTS BETTER THAN THE REST OF THE YOUNG MEN, AND ALSO ONE THAT SURPASSED HIS CONTEMPORARIES IN THE DIGNITY OF HIS FATHER, (FOR HE WAS THE SON OF ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST, AND THE GRANDSON OF [AARON] MOSES'S BROTHER,) WHO WAS GREATLY TROUBLED AT WHAT WAS DONE BY ZIMRI, HE RESOLVED IN EARNEST TO INFLICT PUNISHMENT ON HIM, BEFORE HIS UNWORTHY BEHAVIOR SHOULD GROW STRONGER BY IMPUNITY, AND IN ORDER TO PREVENT THIS TRANSGRESSION FROM PROCEEDING FURTHER, WHICH WOULD HAPPEN IF THE RINGLEADERS WERE NOT PUNISHED. HE WAS OF SO GREAT MAGNANIMITY, BOTH IN STRENGTH OF MIND AND BODY, THAT WHEN HE UNDERTOOK ANY VERY DANGEROUS ATTEMPT, HE DID NOT LEAVE IT OFF TILL HE OVERCAME IT, AND GOT AN ENTIRE VICTORY. SO, HE CAME INTO ZIMRI'S TENT, AND SLEW HIM WITH HIS JAVELIN, AND WITH IT HE SLEW COZBI ALSO, UPON WHICH ALL THOSE YOUNG MEN THAT HAD A REGARD TO VIRTUE, AND AIMED TO DO A GLORIOUS ACTION, IMITATED PHINEAS'S BOLDNESS, AND SLEW THOSE THAT WERE FOUND TO BE GUILTY OF THE SAME CRIME WITH ZIMRI. ACCORDINGLY, MANY OF THOSE THAT HAD TRANSGRESSED PERISHED BY THE MAGNANIMOUS VALOR OF THESE YOUNG MEN; AND THE REST ALL PERISHED BY A PLAGUE, WHICH DISTEMPER GOD HIMSELF INFLICTED UPON THEM; SO THAT ALL THOSE THEIR KINDRED, WHO, INSTEAD OF HINDERING THEM FROM SUCH WICKED ACTIONS, AS THEY OUGHT TO HAVE DONE, HAD PERSUADED THEM TO GO ON, WERE ESTEEMED BY GOD AS PARTNERS IN THEIR WICKEDNESS, AND DIED. ACCORDINGLY, THERE PERISHED OUT OF THE ARMY NO FEWER THAN FOURTEEN [TWENTY-FOUR] THOUSAND AT THIS TIME. 
13. THIS WAS THE CAUSE WHY MOSES WAS PROVOKED TO SEND AN ARMY TO DESTROY THE MIDIANITES, CONCERNING WHICH EXPEDITION WE SHALL SPEAK PRESENTLY, WHEN WE HAVE FIRST RELATED WHAT WE HAVE OMITTED; FOR IT IS BUT JUST NOT TO PASS OVER OUR LEGISLATOR'S DUE ENCOMIUM, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS CONDUCT HERE, BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH THIS BALAAM, WHO WAS SENT FOR BY THE MIDIANITES TO CURSE THE HEBREWS, AND WHEN HE WAS HINDERED FROM DOING IT BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE, DID STILL SUGGEST THAT ADVICE TO THEM, BY MAKING USE OF WHICH OUR ENEMIES HAD WELL NIGH CORRUPTED THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE HEBREWS WITH THEIR WILES, TILL SOME OF THEM WERE DEEPLY INFECTED WITH THEIR OPINIONS; YET DID HE DO HIM GREAT HONOR, BY SETTING DOWN HIS PROPHECIES IN WRITING. AND WHILE IT WAS IN HIS POWER TO CLAIM THIS GLORY TO HIMSELF, AND MAKE MEN BELIEVE THEY WERE HIS OWN PREDICTIONS, THERE BEING NO ONE THAT COULD BE A WITNESS AGAINST HIM, AND ACCUSE HIM FOR SO DOING, HE STILL GAVE HIS ATTESTATION TO HIM, AND DID HIM THE HONOR TO MAKE MENTION OF HIM ON THIS ACCOUNT. BUT LET EVERY ONE THINK OF THESE MATTERS AS HE PLEASES.
CHAPTER 7. HOW THE HEBREWS FOUGHT WITH THE MIDIANITES, AND OVERCAME THEM. 
1. NOW MOSES SENT AN ARMY AGAINST THE LAND OF MIDIAN, FOR THE CAUSES FORE MENTIONED, IN ALL TWELVE THOUSAND, TAKING AN EQUAL NUMBER OUT OF EVERY TRIBE, AND APPOINTED PHINEAS FOR THEIR COMMANDER; OF WHICH PHINEAS WE MADE MENTION A LITTLE BEFORE, AS HE THAT HAD GUARDED THE LAWS OF THE HEBREWS, AND HAD INFLICTED PUNISHMENT ON ZIMRI WHEN HE HAD TRANSGRESSED THEM. NOW THE MIDIANITES PERCEIVED BEFOREHAND HOW THE HEBREWS WERE COMING, AND WOULD SUDDENLY BE UPON THEM: SO, THEY ASSEMBLED THEIR ARMY TOGETHER, AND FORTIFIED THE ENTRANCES INTO THEIR COUNTRY, AND THERE AWAITED THE ENEMY'S COMING. WHEN THEY WERE COME, AND THEY HAD JOINED BATTLE WITH THEM, AN IMMENSE MULTITUDE OF THE MIDIANITES FELL; NOR COULD THEY BE NUMBERED, THEY WERE SO VERY MANY: AND AMONG THEM FELL ALL THEIR KINGS, FIVE IN NUMBER, VIZ. EVI, ZUR, REBA, HUR, AND REKEM, WHO WAS OF THE SAME NAME WITH A CITY, THE CHIEF AND CAPITAL OF ALL ARABIA, WHICH IS STILL NOW SO CALLED BY THE WHOLE ARABIAN NATION, ARECEM, FROM THE NAME OF THE KING THAT BUILT IT; BUT IS BY THE GREEKS CALLED - PETRA. NOW WHEN THE ENEMIES WERE DISCOMFITED, THE HEBREWS SPOILED THEIR COUNTRY, AND TOOK A GREAT PREY, AND DESTROYED THE MEN THAT WERE ITS INHABITANTS, TOGETHER WITH THE WOMEN; ONLY THEY LET THE VIRGINS ALONE, AS MOSES HAD COMMANDED PHINEAS TO DO, WHO INDEED CAME BACK, BRINGING WITH HIM AN ARMY THAT HAD RECEIVED NO HARM, AND A GREAT DEAL OF PREY; FIFTY-TWO THOUSAND BEEVES, SEVENTY-FIVE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED SHEEP, SIXTY THOUSAND ASSES, WITH AN IMMENSE QUANTITY OF GOLD AND SILVER FURNITURE, WHICH THE MIDIANITES MADE USE OF IN THEIR HOUSES; FOR THEY WERE SO WEALTHY, THAT THEY WERE VERY LUXURIOUS. THERE WERE ALSO LED CAPTIVE ABOUT THIRTY-TWO THOUSAND VIRGINS. SO, MOSES PARTED THE PREY INTO PARTS, AND GAVE ONE FIFTIETH PART TO ELEAZAR AND THE TWO PRIESTS, AND ANOTHER FIFTIETH PART TO THE LEVITES; AND DISTRIBUTED THE REST OF THE PREY AMONG THE PEOPLE. AFTER WHICH THEY LIVED HAPPILY, AS HAVING OBTAINED AN ABUNDANCE OF GOOD THINGS BY THEIR VALOR, AND THERE BEING NO MISFORTUNE THAT ATTENDED THEM, OR HINDERED THEIR ENJOYMENT OF THAT HAPPINESS. 
2. BUT MOSES WAS NOW GROWN OLD, AND APPOINTED JOSHUA FOR HIS SUCCESSOR, BOTH TO RECEIVE DIRECTIONS FROM GOD AS A PROPHET, AND FOR A COMMANDER OF THE ARMY, IF THEY SHOULD AT ANY TIME STAND IN NEED OF SUCH A ONE; AND THIS WAS DONE BY THE COMMAND OF GOD, THAT TO HIM THE CARE OF THE PUBLIC SHOULD BE COMMITTED. NOW JOSHUA HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED IN ALL THOSE KINDS OF LEARNING WHICH CONCERNED THE LAWS AND GOD HIMSELF, AND MOSES HAD BEEN HIS INSTRUCTOR. 
3. AT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT THE TWO TRIBES OF GAD AND REUBEN, AND THE HALF TRIBE OF MANASSEH, ABOUNDED IN A MULTITUDE OF CATTLE, AS WELL AS IN ALL OTHER KINDS OF PROSPERITY; WHENCE THEY HAD A MEETING, AND IN A BODY CAME AND BESOUGHT MOSES TO GIVE THEM, AS THEIR PECULIAR PORTION, THAT LAND OF THE AMORITES WHICH THEY HAD TAKEN BY RIGHT OF WAR, BECAUSE IT WAS FRUITFUL, AND GOOD FOR FEEDING OF CATTLE; BUT MOSES, SUPPOSING THAT THEY WERE AFRAID OF FIGHTING WITH THE CANAANITES, AND INVENTED THIS PROVISION FOR THEIR CATTLE AS A HANDSOME EXCUSE FOR AVOIDING THAT WAR, HE CALLED THEM ARRANT COWARDS, AND SAID THEY HAD ONLY CONTRIVED A DECENT EXCUSE FOR THAT COWARDICE; AND THAT THEY HAD A MIND TO LIVE IN LUXURY AND EASE, WHILE ALL THE REST WERE LABORING WITH GREAT PAINS TO OBTAIN THE LAND THEY WERE DESIROUS TO HAVE; AND THAT THEY WERE NOT WILLING TO MARCH ALONG, AND UNDERGO THE REMAINING HARD SERVICE, WHEREBY THEY WERE, UNDER THE DIVINE PROMISE, TO PASS OVER JORDAN, AND OVERCOME THOSE OUR ENEMIES WHICH GOD HAD SHOWN THEM, AND SO OBTAIN THEIR LAND. BUT THESE TRIBES, WHEN THEY SAW THAT MOSES WAS ANGRY WITH THEM, AND WHEN THEY COULD NOT DENY BUT HE HAD A JUST CAUSE TO BE DISPLEASED AT THEIR PETITION, MADE AN APOLOGY FOR THEMSELVES; AND SAID, THAT IT WAS NOT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR FEAR OF DANGERS, NOR ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR LAZINESS, THAT THEY MADE THIS REQUEST TO HIM, BUT THAT THEY MIGHT LEAVE THE PREY THEY HAD GOTTEN IN PLACES OF SAFETY, AND THEREBY MIGHT BE MORE EXPEDITE, AND READY TO UNDERGO DIFFICULTIES, AND TO FIGHT BATTLES. THEY ADDED THIS ALSO, THAT WHEN THEY HAD BUILT CITIES, WHEREIN THEY MIGHT PRESERVE THEIR CHILDREN, AND WIVES, AND POSSESSIONS, IF HE WOULD BESTOW THEM UPON THEM, THEY WOULD GO ALONG WITH THE REST OF THE ARMY. HEREUPON MOSES WAS PLEASED WITH WHAT THEY SAID; SO, HE CALLED FOR ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST, AND JOSHUA, AND THE CHIEF OF THE TRIBES, AND PERMITTED THESE TRIBES TO POSSESS THE LAND OF THE AMORITES; BUT UPON THIS CONDITION, THAT THEY SHOULD JOIN WITH THEIR KINSMEN IN THE WAR UNTIL ALL THINGS WERE SETTLED. UPON WHICH CONDITION THEY TOOK POSSESSION OF THE COUNTRY, AND BUILT THEM STRONG CITIES, AND PUT INTO THEM THEIR CHILDREN AND THEIR WIVES, AND WHATSOEVER ELSE THEY HAD THAT MIGHT BE AN IMPEDIMENT TO THE LABORS OF THEIR FUTURE MARCHES. 
4. MOSES ALSO NOW BUILT THOSE TEN CITIES WHICH WERE TO BE OF THE NUMBER OF THE FORTY-EIGHT [FOR THE LEVITES;]; THREE OF WHICH HE ALLOTTED TO THOSE THAT SLEW ANY PERSON INVOLUNTARILY, AND FLED TO THEM; AND HE ASSIGNED THE SAME TIME FOR THEIR BANISHMENT WITH THAT OF THE LIFE OF THAT HIGH PRIEST UNDER WHOM THE SLAUGHTER AND FLIGHT HAPPENED; AFTER WHICH DEATH OF THE HIGH PRIEST HE PERMITTED THE SLAYER TO RETURN HOME. DURING THE TIME OF HIS EXILE, THE RELATIONS OF HIM THAT WAS SLAIN MAY, BY THIS LAW, KILL THE MANSLAYER, IF THEY CAUGHT HIM WITHOUT THE BOUNDS OF THE CITY TO WHICH HE FLED, THOUGH THIS PERMISSION WAS NOT GRANTED TO ANY OTHER PERSON. NOW THE CITIES WHICH WERE SET APART FOR THIS FLIGHT WERE THESE: BEZER, AT THE BORDERS OF ARABIA; RAMOTH, OF THE LAND OF GILEAD; AND GOLAN, IN THE LAND OF BASHAN. THERE WERE TO BE ALSO, BY MOSES'S COMMAND, THREE OTHER CITIES ALLOTTED FOR THE HABITATION OF THESE FUGITIVES OUT OF THE CITIES OF THE LEVITES, BUT NOT TILL AFTER THEY SHOULD BE IN POSSESSION OF THE LAND OF CANAAN. 
5. AT THIS TIME THE CHIEF MEN OF THE TRIBE OF MANASSEH CAME TO MOSES, AND INFORMED HIM THAT THERE WAS AN EMINENT MAN OF THEIR TRIBE DEAD, WHOSE NAME WAS ZELOPHEHAD, WHO LEFT NO MALE CHILDREN, BUT LEFT DAUGHTERS; AND ASKED HIM WHETHER THESE DAUGHTERS MIGHT INHERIT HIS LAND OR NOT. HE MADE THIS ANSWER, THAT IF THEY SHALL MARRY INTO THEIR OWN TRIBE, THEY SHALL CARRY THEIR ESTATE ALONG WITH THEM; BUT IF THEY DISPOSE OF THEMSELVES IN MARRIAGE TO MEN OF ANOTHER TRIBE, THEY SHALL LEAVE THEIR INHERITANCE IN THEIR FATHER'S TRIBE. AND THEN IT WAS THAT MOSES ORDAINED, THAT EVERY ONE'S INHERITANCE SHOULD CONTINUE IN HIS OWN TRIBE.
CHAPTER 8. THE POLITY SETTLED BY MOSES; AND HOW HE DISAPPEARED FROM AMONG MANKIND. 
1. WHEN FORTY YEARS WERE COMPLETED, WITHIN THIRTY DAYS, MOSES GATHERED THE CONGREGATION TOGETHER NEAR JORDAN, WHERE THE CITY ABILA NOW STANDS, A PLACE FULL OF PALM-TREES; AND ALL THE PEOPLE BEING COME TOGETHER, HE SPOKE THUS TO THEM: 
2. "O YOU ISRAELITES AND FELLOW SOLDIERS, WHO HAVE BEEN PARTNERS WITH ME IN THIS LONG AND UNEASY JOURNEY; SINCE IT IS NOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND THE COURSE OF OLD AGE, AT A HUNDRED AND TWENTY, REQUIRES IT THAT I SHOULD DEPART OUT OF THIS LIFE; AND SINCE GOD HAS FORBIDDEN ME TO BE A PATRON OR AN ASSISTANT TO YOU IN WHAT REMAINS TO BE DONE BEYOND JORDAN; I THOUGHT IT REASONABLE NOT TO LEAVE OFF MY ENDEAVORS EVEN NOW FOR YOUR HAPPINESS, BUT TO DO MY UTMOST TO PROCURE FOR YOU THE ETERNAL ENJOYMENT OF GOOD THINGS, AND A MEMORIAL FOR MYSELF, WHEN YOU SHALL BE IN THE FRUITION OF GREAT PLENTY AND PROSPERITY. COME, THEREFORE, LET ME SUGGEST TO YOU BY WHAT MEANS YOU MAY HE HAPPY, AND MAY LEAVE AN ETERNAL PROSPEROUS POSSESSION THEREOF TO YOUR CHILDREN AFTER YOU, AND THEN LET ME THUS GO OUT OF THE WORLD; AND I CANNOT BUT DESERVE TO BE BELIEVED BY YOU, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF THE GREAT THINGS I HAVE ALREADY DONE FOR YOU, AND BECAUSE, WHEN SOULS ARE ABOUT TO LEAVE THE BODY, THEY SPEAK WITH THE SINCEREST FREEDOM. O CHILDREN OF ISRAEL! THERE IS BUT ONE SOURCE OF HAPPINESS FOR ALL MANKIND, THE FAVOR OF GOD FOR HE ALONE IS ABLE TO GIVE GOOD THINGS TO THOSE THAT DESERVE THEM, AND TO DEPRIVE THOSE OF THEM THAT SIN AGAINST HIM; TOWARDS WHOM, IF YOU BEHAVE YOURSELVES ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, AND ACCORDING TO WHAT I, WHO WELL UNDERSTAND HIS MIND, DO EXHORT YOU TO, YOU WILL BOTH BE ESTEEMED BLESSED, AND WILL BE ADMIRED BY ALL MEN; AND WILL NEVER COME INTO MISFORTUNES, NOR CEASE TO BE HAPPY: YOU WILL THEN PRESERVE THE POSSESSION OF THE GOOD THINGS YOU ALREADY HAVE, AND WILL QUICKLY OBTAIN THOSE THAT YOU ARE AT PRESENT IN WANT OF, - ONLY DO YOU BE OBEDIENT TO THOSE WHOM GOD WOULD HAVE YOU TO FOLLOW. NOR DO YOU PREFER ANY OTHER CONSTITUTION OF GOVERNMENT BEFORE THE LAWS NOW GIVEN YOU; NEITHER DO YOU DISREGARD THAT WAY OF DIVINE WORSHIP WHICH YOU NOW HAVE, NOR CHANGE IT FOR ANY OTHER FORM: AND IF YOU DO THIS, YOU WILL BE THE MOST COURAGEOUS OF ALL MEN, IN UNDERGOING THE FATIGUES OF WAR, AND WILL NOT BE EASILY CONQUERED BY ANY OF YOUR ENEMIES; FOR WHILE GOD IS PRESENT WITH YOU TO ASSIST YOU, IT IS TO BE EXPECTED THAT YOU WILL BE ABLE TO DESPISE THE OPPOSITION OF ALL MANKIND; AND GREAT REWARDS OF VIRTUE ARE FOR YOU, IF YOU PRESERVE THAT VIRTUE THROUGH YOUR WHOLE LIVES. VIRTUE ITSELF IS INDEED THE PRINCIPAL AND THE FIRST REWARD, AND AFTER THAT IT BESTOWS ABUNDANCE OF OTHERS; SO THAT YOUR EXERCISE OF VIRTUE TOWARDS OTHER MEN WILL MAKE YOUR OWN LIVES HAPPY, AND RENDER YOU MORE GLORIOUS THAN FOREIGNERS CAN BE, AND PROCURE YOU AN UNDISPUTED REPUTATION WITH POSTERITY. THESE BLESSINGS YOU WILL BE ABLE TO OBTAIN, IN CASE YOU HEARKEN TO AND OBSERVE THOSE LAWS WHICH, BY DIVINE REVELATION, I HAVE ORDAINED FOR YOU; THAT IS, IN CASE YOU WITHAL MEDITATE UPON THE WISDOM THAT IS IN THEM. I AM GOING FROM YOU MYSELF, REJOICING IN THE GOOD THINGS YOU ENJOY; AND I RECOMMEND YOU TO THE WISE CONDUCT OF YOUR LAW, TO THE BECOMING ORDER OF YOUR POLITY, AND TO THE VIRTUES OF YOUR COMMANDERS, WHO WILL TAKE CARE OF WHAT IS FOR YOUR ADVANTAGE. AND THAT GOD, WHO HAS BEEN TILL NOW YOUR LEADER, AND BY WHOSE GOODWILL I HAVE MYSELF BEEN USEFUL TO YOU, WILL NOT PUT A PERIOD NOW TO HIS PROVIDENCE OVER YOU, BUT AS LONG AS YOU DESIRE TO HAVE HIM YOUR PROTECTOR IN YOUR PURSUITS AFTER VIRTUE, SO LONG WILL YOU ENJOY HIS CARE OVER YOU. YOUR HIGH PRIEST ALSO ELEAZAR, AS WELL AS JOSHUA, WITH THE SENATE, AND CHIEF OF YOUR TRIBES, WILL GO BEFORE YOU, AND SUGGEST THE BEST ADVICES TO YOU; BY FOLLOWING WHICH ADVICES YOU WILL CONTINUE TO BE HAPPY: TO WHOM DO YOU GIVE EAR WITHOUT RELUCTANCE, AS SENSIBLE THAT ALL SUCH AS KNOW WELL HOW TO BE GOVERNED, WILL ALSO KNOW HOW TO GOVERN, IF THEY BE PROMOTED TO THAT AUTHORITY THEMSELVES. AND DO NOT YOU ESTEEM LIBERTY TO CONSIST IN OPPOSING SUCH DIRECTIONS AS YOUR GOVERNORS THINK FIT TO GIVE YOU FOR YOUR PRACTICE, - AS AT PRESENT INDEED YOU PLACE YOUR LIBERTY IN NOTHING ELSE BUT ABUSING YOUR BENEFACTORS; WHICH ERROR IF YOU CAN AVOID FOR THE TIME TO COME, YOUR AFFAIRS WILL BE IN A BETTER CONDITION THAN THEY HAVE HITHERTO BEEN. NOR DO YOU EVER INDULGE SUCH A DEGREE OF PASSION IN THESE MATTERS, AS YOU HAVE OFTENTIMES DONE WHEN YOU HAVE BEEN VERY ANGRY AT ME; FOR YOU KNOW THAT I HAVE BEEN OFTENER IN DANGER OF DEATH FROM YOU THAN FROM OUR ENEMIES. WHAT I NOW PUT YOU IN MIND OF, IS NOT DONE IN ORDER TO REPROACH YOU; FOR I DO NOT THINK IT PROPER, NOW I AM GOING OUT OF THE WORLD, TO BRING THIS TO YOUR REMEMBRANCE, IN ORDER TO LEAVE YOU OFFENDED AT ME, SINCE, AT THE TIME WHEN I UNDERWENT THOSE HARDSHIPS FROM YOU, I WAS NOT ANGRY AT YOU; BUT I DO IT IN ORDER TO MAKE YOU WISER HEREAFTER, AND TO TEACH YOU THAT THIS WILL BE FOR YOUR SECURITY; I MEAN, THAT YOU NEVER BE INJURIOUS TO THOSE THAT PRESIDE OVER YOU, EVEN WHEN YOU ARE BECOME RICH, AS YOU WILL HE TO A GREAT DEGREE WHEN YOU HAVE PASSED OVER JORDAN, AND ARE IN POSSESSION OF THE LAND OF CANAAN. SINCE, WHEN YOU SHALL HAVE ONCE PROCEEDED SO FAR BY YOUR WEALTH, AS TO A CONTEMPT AND DISREGARD OF VIRTUE, YOU WILL ALSO FORFEIT THE FAVOR OF GOD; AND WHEN YOU HAVE MADE HIM YOUR ENEMY, YOU WILL BE BEATEN IN WAR, AND WILL HAVE THE LAND WHICH YOU POSSESS TAKEN AWAY AGAIN FROM YOU BY YOUR ENEMIES, AND THIS WITH GREAT REPROACHES UPON YOUR CONDUCT. YOU WILL BE SCATTERED OVER THE WHOLE WORLD, AND WILL, AS SLAVES, ENTIRELY FILL BOTH SEA AND LAND; AND WHEN ONCE YOU HAVE HAD THE EXPERIENCE OF WHAT I NOW SAY, YOU WILL REPENT, AND REMEMBER THE LAWS YOU HAVE BROKEN, WHEN IT IS TOO LATE. WHENCE I WOULD ADVISE YOU, IF YOU INTEND TO PRESERVE THESE LAWS, TO LEAVE NONE OF YOUR ENEMIES ALIVE WHEN YOU HAVE CONQUERED THEM, BUT TO LOOK UPON IT AS FOR YOUR ADVANTAGE TO DESTROY THEM ALL, LEST, IF YOU PERMIT THEM TO LIVE, YOU TASTE OF THEIR MANNERS, AND THEREBY CORRUPT YOUR OWN PROPER INSTITUTIONS. I ALSO DO FURTHER EXHORT YOU, TO OVERTHROW THEIR ALTARS, AND THEIR GROVES, AND WHATSOEVER TEMPLES THEY HAVE AMONG THEM, AND TO BURN ALL SUCH, THEIR NATION, AND THEIR VERY MEMORY WITH FIRE; FOR BY THIS MEANS ALONE THE SAFETY OF YOUR OWN HAPPY CONSTITUTION CAN BE FIRMLY SECURED TO YOU. AND IN ORDER TO PREVENT YOUR IGNORANCE OF VIRTUE, AND THE DEGENERACY OF YOUR NATURE INTO VICE, I HAVE ALSO ORDAINED YOUR LAWS, BY DIVINE SUGGESTION, AND A FORM OF GOVERNMENT, WHICH ARE SO GOOD, THAT IF YOU REGULARLY OBSERVE THEM, YOU WILL BE ESTEEMED OF ALL MEN THE MOST-HAPPY." 
3. WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN THUS, HE GAVE THEM THE LAWS AND THE CONSTITUTION OF GOVERNMENT WRITTEN IN A BOOK. UPON WHICH THE PEOPLE FELL INTO TEARS, AND APPEARED ALREADY TOUCHED WITH THE SENSE THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE A GREAT WANT OF THEIR CONDUCTOR, BECAUSE THEY REMEMBERED WHAT A NUMBER OF DANGERS HE HAD PASSED THROUGH, AND WHAT CARE HE HAD TAKEN OF THEIR PRESERVATION: THEY DESPONDED ABOUT WHAT WOULD COME UPON THEM AFTER HE WAS DEAD, AND THOUGHT THEY SHOULD NEVER HAVE ANOTHER GOVERNOR LIKE HIM; AND FEARED THAT GOD WOULD THEN TAKE LESS CARE OF THEM WHEN MOSES WAS GONE, WHO USED TO INTERCEDE FOR THEM. THEY ALSO REPENTED OF WHAT THEY HAD SAID TO HIM IN THE WILDERNESS WHEN THEY WERE ANGRY, AND WERE IN GRIEF ON THOSE ACCOUNTS, INSOMUCH THAT THE WHOLE BODY OF THE PEOPLE FELL INTO TEARS WITH SUCH BITTERNESS, THAT IT WAS PAST THE POWER OF WORDS TO COMFORT THEM IN THEIR AFFLICTION. HOWEVER, MOSES GAVE THEM SOME CONSOLATION; AND BY CALLING THEM OFF THE THOUGHT HOW WORTHY HE WAS OF THEIR WEEPING FOR HIM, HE EXHORTED THEM TO KEEP TO THAT FORM OF GOVERNMENT HE HAD GIVEN THEM; AND THEN THE CONGREGATION WAS DISSOLVED AT THAT TIME. 
4. ACCORDINGLY, I SHALL NOW FIRST DESCRIBE THIS FORM OF GOVERNMENT WHICH WAS AGREEABLE TO THE DIGNITY AND VIRTUE OF MOSES; AND SHALL THEREBY INFORM THOSE THAT READ THESE ANTIQUITIES, WHAT OUR ORIGINAL SETTLEMENTS WERE, AND SHALL THEN PROCEED TO THE REMAINING HISTORIES. NOW THOSE SETTLEMENTS ARE ALL STILL IN WRITING, AS HE LEFT THEM; AND WE SHALL ADD NOTHING BY WAY OF ORNAMENT, NOR ANY THING BESIDES WHAT MOSES LEFT US; ONLY WE SHALL SO FAR INNOVATE, AS TO DIGEST THE SEVERAL KINDS OF LAWS INTO A REGULAR SYSTEM; FOR THEY WERE BY HIM LEFT IN WRITING AS THEY WERE ACCIDENTALLY SCATTERED IN THEIR DELIVERY, AND AS HE UPON INQUIRY HAD LEARNED THEM OF GOD. ON WHICH ACCOUNT I HAVE THOUGHT IT NECESSARY TO PREMISE THIS OBSERVATION BEFOREHAND, LEST ANY OF MY OWN COUNTRYMEN SHOULD BLAME ME, AS HAVING BEEN GUILTY OF AN OFFENSE HEREIN. NOW PART OF OUR CONSTITUTION WILL INCLUDE THE LAWS THAT BELONG TO OUR POLITICAL STATE. AS FOR THOSE LAWS WHICH MOSES LEFT CONCERNING OUR COMMON CONVERSATION AND INTERCOURSE ONE WITH ANOTHER, I HAVE RESERVED THAT FOR A DISCOURSE CONCERNING OUR MANNER OF LIFE, AND THE OCCASIONS OF THOSE LAWS; WHICH I PROPOSE TO MYSELF, WITH GOD'S ASSISTANCE, TO WRITE, AFTER I HAVE FINISHED THE WORK I AM NOW UPON. 
5. WHEN YOU HAVE POSSESSED YOURSELVES OF THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND HAVE LEISURE TO ENJOY THE GOOD THINGS OF IT, AND WHEN YOU HAVE AFTERWARD DETERMINED TO BUILD CITIES, IF YOU WILL DO WHAT IS PLEASING TO GOD, YOU WILL HAVE A SECURE STATE OF HAPPINESS. LET THERE BE THEN ONE CITY OF THE LAND OF CANAAN, AND THIS SITUATE IN THE MOST AGREEABLE PLACE FOR ITS GOODNESS, AND VERY EMINENT IN ITSELF, AND LET IT BE THAT WHICH GOD SHALL CHOOSE FOR HIMSELF BY PROPHETIC REVELATION. LET THERE ALSO BE ONE TEMPLE THEREIN, AND ONE ALTAR, NOT REARED OF HEWN STONES, BUT OF SUCH AS YOU GATHER TOGETHER AT RANDOM; WHICH STONES, WHEN THEY ARE WHITED OVER WITH MORTAR, WILL HAVE A HANDSOME APPEARANCE, AND BE BEAUTIFUL TO THE SIGHT. LET THE ASCENT TO IT BE NOT BY STEPS BUT BY AN ACCLIVITY OF RAISED EARTH. AND LET THERE BE NEITHER AN ALTAR NOR A TEMPLE IN ANY OTHER CITY; FOR GOD IS BUT ONE, AND THE NATION OF THE HEBREWS IS BUT ONE. 
6. HE THAT BLASPHEMETH GOD, LET HIM BE STONED; AND LET HIM HANG UPON A TREE ALL THAT DAY, AND THEN LET HIM BE BURIED IN AN IGNOMINIOUS AND OBSCURE MANNER. 
7. LET THOSE THAT LIVE AS REMOTE AS THE BOUNDS OF THE LAND WHICH THE HEBREWS SHALL POSSESS, COME TO THAT CITY WHERE THE TEMPLE SHALL BE, AND THIS THREE TIMES IN A YEAR, THAT THEY MAY GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR HIS FORMER BENEFITS, AND MAY ENTREAT HIM FOR THOSE THEY SHALL WANT HEREAFTER; AND LET THEM, BY THIS MEANS, MAINTAIN A FRIENDLY CORRESPONDENCE WITH ONE ANOTHER BY SUCH MEETINGS AND FEASTINGS TOGETHER, FOR IT IS A GOOD THING FOR THOSE THAT ARE OF THE SAME STOCK, AND UNDER THE SAME INSTITUTION OF LAWS, NOT TO BE UNACQUAINTED WITH EACH OTHER; WHICH ACQUAINTANCE WILL BE MAINTAINED BY THUS CONVERSING TOGETHER, AND BY SEEING AND TALKING WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND SO RENEWING THE MEMORIALS OF THIS UNION; FOR IF THEY DO NOT THUS CONVERSE TOGETHER CONTINUALLY, THEY WILL APPEAR LIKE MERE STRANGERS TO ONE ANOTHER. 
8. LET THERE BE TAKEN OUT OF YOUR FRUITS A TENTH, BESIDES THAT WHICH YOU HAVE ALLOTTED TO GIVE TO THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES. THIS YOU MAY INDEED SELL IN THE COUNTRY, BUT IT IS TO BE USED IN THOSE FEASTS AND SACRIFICES THAT ARE TO BE CELEBRATED IN THE HOLY CITY; FOR IT IS FIT THAT YOU SHOULD ENJOY THOSE FRUITS OF THE EARTH WHICH GOD GIVES YOU TO POSSESS, SO AS MAY BE TO THE HONOR OF THE DONOR. 
9. YOU ARE NOT TO OFFER SACRIFICES OUT OF THE HIRE OF A WOMAN WHO IS A HARLOT FOR THE DEITY IS NOT PLEASED WITH ANY THING THAT ARISES FROM SUCH ABUSES OF NATURE; OF WHICH SORT NONE CAN BE WORSE THAN THIS PROSTITUTION OF THE BODY. IN LIKE MANNER NO ONE MAY TAKE THE PRICE OF THE COVERING OF A BITCH, EITHER OF ONE THAT IS USED IN HUNTING, OR IN KEEPING OF SHEEP, AND THENCE SACRIFICE TO GOD. 
10. LET NO ONE BLASPHEME THOSE GODS WHICH OTHER CITIES ESTEEM SUCH; NOR MAY ANY ONE STEAL WHAT BELONGS TO STRANGE TEMPLES, NOR TAKE AWAY THE GIFTS THAT ARE DEDICATED TO ANY GOD. 
11. LET NOT ANY ONE OF YOU WEAR A GARMENT MADE OF WOOLEN AND LINEN, FOR THAT IS APPOINTED TO BE FOR THE PRIESTS ALONE. 
12. WHEN THE MULTITUDE ARE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER UNTO THE HOLY CITY FOR SACRIFICING EVERY SEVENTH YEAR, AT THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES, LET THE HIGH PRIEST STAND UPON A HIGH DESK, WHENCE HE MAY BE HEARD, AND LET HIM READ THE LAWS TO ALL THE PEOPLE; AND LET NEITHER THE WOMEN NOR THE CHILDREN BE HINDERED FROM HEARING, NO, NOR THE SERVANTS NEITHER; FOR IT IS A GOOD THING THAT THOSE LAWS SHOULD BE ENGRAVEN IN THEIR SOULS, AND PRESERVED IN THEIR MEMORIES, THAT SO IT MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE TO BLOT THEM OUT; FOR BY THIS MEANS THEY WILL NOT BE GUILTY OF SIN, WHEN THEY CANNOT PLEAD IGNORANCE OF WHAT THE LAWS HAVE ENJOINED THEM. THE LAWS ALSO WILL HAVE A GREATER AUTHORITY AMONG THEM, AS FORETELLING WHAT THEY WILL SUFFER IF THEY BREAK THEM; AND IMPRINTING IN THEIR SOULS BY THIS HEARING WHAT THEY COMMAND THEM TO DO, THAT SO THERE MAY ALWAYS BE WITHIN THEIR MINDS THAT INTENTION OF THE LAWS WHICH THEY HAVE DESPISED AND BROKEN, AND HAVE THEREBY BEEN THE CAUSES OF THEIR OWN MISCHIEF. LET THE CHILDREN ALSO LEARN THE LAWS, AS THE FIRST THING THEY ARE TAUGHT, WHICH WILL BE THE BEST THING THEY CAN BE TAUGHT, AND WILL BE THE CAUSE OF THEIR FUTURE FELICITY. 
13. LET EVERY ONE, COMMEMORATE BEFORE GOD THE BENEFITS WHICH HE BESTOWED UPON THEM AT THEIR DELIVERANCE OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND THIS TWICE EVERY DAY, BOTH WHEN THE DAY BEGINS AND WHEN THE HOUR OF SLEEP COMES ON, GRATITUDE BEING IN ITS OWN NATURE A JUST THING, AND SERVING NOT ONLY BY WAY OF RETURN FOR PAST, BUT ALSO BY WAY OF INVITATION OF FUTURE FAVORS. THEY ARE ALSO TO INSCRIBE THE PRINCIPAL BLESSINGS THEY HAVE RECEIVED FROM GOD UPON THEIR DOORS, AND SHOW THE SAME REMEMBRANCE OF THEM UPON THEIR ARMS; AS ALSO THEY ARE TO BEAR ON THEIR FOREHEAD AND THEIR ARM THOSE WONDERS WHICH DECLARE THE POWER OF GOD, AND HIS GOOD-WILL TOWARDS THEM, THAT GOD'S READINESS TO BLESS THEM MAY APPEAR EVERY WHERE CONSPICUOUS ABOUT THEM. 
14. LET THERE BE SEVEN MEN TO JUDGE IN EVERY CITY, AND THESE SUCH AS HAVE BEEN BEFORE MOST ZEALOUS IN THE EXERCISE OF VIRTUE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. LET EVERY JUDGE HAVE TWO OFFICERS ALLOTTED HIM OUT OF THE TRIBE OF LEVI. LET THOSE THAT ARE CHOSEN TO JUDGE IN THE SEVERAL CITIES BE HAD IN GREAT HONOR; AND LET NONE BE PERMITTED TO REVILE ANY OTHERS WHEN THESE ARE PRESENT, NOR TO CARRY THEMSELVES IN AN INSOLENT MANNER TO THEM; IT BEING NATURAL THAT REVERENCE TOWARDS THOSE IN HIGH OFFICES AMONG MEN SHOULD PROCURE MEN'S FEAR AND REVERENCE TOWARDS GOD. LET THOSE THAT JUDGE BE PERMITTED TO DETERMINE ACCORDING AS THEY THINK TO BE RIGHT, UNLESS ANY ONE CAN SHOW THAT THEY HAVE TAKEN BRIBES, TO THE PERVERSION OF JUSTICE, OR CAN ALLEGE ANY OTHER ACCUSATION AGAINST THEM, WHEREBY IT MAY APPEAR THAT THEY HAVE PASSED AN UNJUST SENTENCE; FOR IT IS NOT FIT THAT CAUSES SHOULD BE OPENLY DETERMINED OUT OF REGARD TO GAIN, OR TO THE DIGNITY OF THE SUITORS, BUT THAT THE JUDGES SHOULD ESTEEM WHAT IS RIGHT BEFORE ALL OTHER THINGS, OTHERWISE GOD WILL BY THAT MEANS BE DESPISED, AND ESTEEMED INFERIOR TO THOSE, THE DREAD OF WHOSE POWER HAS OCCASIONED THE UNJUST SENTENCE; FOR JUSTICE IS THE POWER OF GOD. HE THEREFORE THAT GRATIFIES THOSE IN GREAT DIGNITY, SUPPOSES THEM MORE POTENT THAN GOD HIMSELF. BUT IF THESE JUDGES BE UNABLE TO GIVE A JUST SENTENCE ABOUT THE CAUSES THAT COME BEFORE THEM, (WHICH CASE IS NOT UNFREQUENT IN HUMAN AFFAIRS,) LET THEM SEND THE CAUSE UNDETERMINED TO THE HOLY CITY, AND THERE LET THE HIGH PRIEST, THE PROPHET, AND THE SANHEDRIM, DETERMINE AS IT SHALL SEEM GOOD TO THEM. 
15. BUT LET NOT A SINGLE WITNESS BE CREDITED, BUT THREE, OR TWO AT THE LEAST, AND THOSE SUCH WHOSE TESTIMONY IS CONFIRMED BY THEIR GOOD LIVES. BUT LET NOT THE TESTIMONY OF WOMEN BE ADMITTED, ON ACCOUNT OF THE LEVITY AND BOLDNESS OF THEIR SEX NOR LET SERVANTS BE ADMITTED TO GIVE TESTIMONY, ON ACCOUNT OF THE IGNOBILITY OF THEIR SOUL; SINCE IT IS PROBABLE THAT THEY MAY NOT SPEAK TRUTH, EITHER OUT OF HOPE OF GAIN, OR FEAR OF PUNISHMENT. BUT IF ANY ONE BE BELIEVED TO HAVE BORNE FALSE WITNESS, LET HIM, WHEN HE IS CONVICTED, SUFFER ALL THE VERY SAME PUNISHMENTS WHICH HE AGAINST WHOM HE BORE WITNESS WAS TO HAVE SUFFERED. 16. 
IF A MURDER BE COMMITTED IN ANY PLACE, AND HE THAT DID IT BE NOT FOUND, NOR IS THERE ANY SUSPICION UPON ONE AS IF HE HAD HATED THE MAN, AND SO HAD KILLED HIM, LET THERE BE A VERY DILIGENT INQUIRY MADE AFTER THE MAN, AND REWARDS PROPOSED TO ANY ONE WHO WILL DISCOVER HIM; BUT IF STILL NO INFORMATION CAN BE PROCURED, LET THE MAGISTRATES AND SENATE OF THOSE CITIES THAT LIE NEAR THE PLACE IN WHICH THE MURDER WAS COMMITTED, ASSEMBLE TOGETHER, AND MEASURE THE DISTANCE FROM THE PLACE WHERE THE DEAD BODY LIES; THEN LET THE MAGISTRATES OF THE NEAREST CITY THERETO PURCHASE A HEIFER, AND BRING IT TO A VALLEY, AND TO A PLACE THEREIN WHERE THERE IS NO LAND PLOUGHED OR TREES PLANTED, AND LET THEM CUT THE SINEWS OF THE HEIFER; THEN THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, AND THE SENATE OF THAT CITY, SHALL TAKE WATER AND WASH THEIR HANDS OVER THE HEAD OF THE HEIFER; AND THEY SHALL OPENLY DECLARE THAT THEIR HANDS ARE INNOCENT OF THIS MURDER, AND THAT THEY HAVE NEITHER DONE IT THEMSELVES, NOR BEEN ASSISTING TO ANY THAT DID IT. THEY SHALL ALSO BESEECH GOD TO BE MERCIFUL TO THEM, THAT NO SUCH HORRID ACT MAY ANY MORE BE DONE IN THAT LAND. 
17. ARISTOCRACY, AND THE WAY OF LIVING UNDER IT, IS THE BEST CONSTITUTION: AND MAY YOU NEVER HAVE ANY INCLINATION TO ANY OTHER FORM OF GOVERNMENT; AND MAY YOU ALWAYS LOVE THAT FORM, AND HAVE THE LAWS FOR YOUR GOVERNORS, AND GOVERN ALL YOUR ACTIONS ACCORDING TO THEM; FOR YOU NEED NO SUPREME GOVERNOR BUT GOD. BUT IF YOU SHALL DESIRE A KING, LET HIM BE ONE OF YOUR OWN NATION; LET HIM BE ALWAYS CAREFUL OF JUSTICE AND OTHER VIRTUES PERPETUALLY; LET HIM SUBMIT TO THE LAWS, AND ESTEEM GOD'S COMMANDS TO BE HIS HIGHEST WISDOM; BUT LET HIM DO NOTHING WITHOUT THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE VOTES OF THE SENATORS: LET HIM NOT HAVE A GREAT NUMBER OF WIVES, NOR PURSUE AFTER ABUNDANCE OF RICHES, NOR A MULTITUDE OF HORSES, WHEREBY HE MAY GROW TOO PROUD TO SUBMIT TO THE LAWS. AND IF HE, AFFECT ANY SUCH THINGS, LET HIM BE RESTRAINED, LEST HE BECOME SO POTENT THAT HIS STATE BE INCONSISTENT WITH YOUR WELFARE. 
18. LET IT NOT BE ESTEEMED LAWFUL TO REMOVE BOUNDARIES, NEITHER OUR OWN, NOR OF THOSE WITH WHOM WE ARE AT PEACE. HAVE A CARE YOU DO NOT TAKE THOSE LANDMARKS AWAY WHICH ARE, AS IT WERE, A DIVINE AND UNSHAKEN LIMITATION OF RIGHTS MADE BY GOD HIMSELF, TO LAST FOR EVER; SINCE THIS GOING BEYOND LIMITS, AND GAINING GROUND UPON OTHERS, IS THE OCCASION OF WARS AND SEDITIONS; FOR THOSE THAT REMOVE BOUNDARIES ARE NOT FAR OFF AN ATTEMPT TO SUBVERT THE LAWS. 
19. HE THAT PLANTS A PIECE OF LAND, THE TREES OF WHICH PRODUCE FRUITS BEFORE THE FOURTH YEAR, IS NOT TO BRING THENCE ANY FIRST-FRUITS TO GOD, NOR IS HE TO MAKE USE OF THAT FRUIT HIMSELF, FOR IT IS NOT PRODUCED IN ITS PROPER SEASON; FOR WHEN NATURE HAS A FORCE PUT UPON HER AT AN UNSEASONABLE TIME, THE FRUIT IS NOT PROPER FOR GOD, NOR FOR THE MASTER'S USE; BUT LET THE OWNER GATHER ALL THAT IS GROWN ON THE FOURTH CAR, FOR THEN IT IS IN ITS PROPER SEASON. AND LET HIM THAT HAS GATHERED IT CARRY IT TO THE HOLY CITY, AND SPEND THAT, TOGETHER WITH THE TITHE OF HIS OTHER FRUITS, IN FEASTING WITH HIS FRIENDS, WITH THE ORPHANS, AND THE WIDOWS. BUT ON THE FIFTH YEAR THE FRUIT IS HIS OWN, AND HE MAY USE IT AS HE PLEASES. 
20. YOU ARE NOT TO SOW WITH SEED A PIECE OF LAND WHICH IS PLANTED WITH VINES, FOR IT IS ENOUGH THAT IT, SUPPLY NOURISHMENT TO THAT PLANT, AND BE NOT HARASSED BY PLOUGHING ALSO. YOU ARE TO PLOUGH YOUR LAND WITH OXEN, AND NOT TO OBLIGE OTHER ANIMALS TO COME UNDER THE SAME YOKE WITH THEM; BUT TO TILL YOUR LAND WITH THOSE BEASTS THAT ARE OF THE SAME KIND WITH EACH OTHER. THE SEEDS ARE ALSO TO BE PURE, AND WITHOUT MIXTURE, AND NOT TO BE COMPOUNDED OF TWO OR THREE SORTS, SINCE NATURE DOES NOT REJOICE IN THE UNION OF THINGS THAT ARE NOT IN THEIR OWN NATURE ALIKE; NOR ARE YOU TO PERMIT BEASTS OF DIFFERENT KINDS TO GENDER TOGETHER, FOR THERE IS REASON TO FEAR THAT THIS UNNATURAL ABUSE MAY EXTEND FROM BEASTS OF DIFFERENT KINDS TO MEN, THOUGH IT TAKES ITS FIRST RISE FROM EVIL PRACTICES ABOUT SUCH SMALLER THINGS. NOR IS ANY THING TO BE ALLOWED, BY IMITATION WHEREOF ANY DEGREE OF SUBVERSION MAY CREEP INTO THE CONSTITUTION. NOR DO THE LAWS NEGLECT SMALL MATTERS, BUT PROVIDE THAT EVEN THOSE MAY BE MANAGED AFTER AN UNBLAMEABLE MANNER. 
21. LET NOT THOSE THAT REAP, AND GATHER IN THE CORN THAT IS REAPED, GATHER IN THE GLEANINGS ALSO; BUT LET THEM RATHER LEAVE SOME HANDFULS FOR THOSE THAT ARE IN WANT OF THE NECESSARIES OF LIFE, THAT IT MAY BE A SUPPORT AND A SUPPLY TO THEM, IN ORDER TO THEIR SUBSISTENCE. IN LIKE MANNER WHEN THEY GATHER THEIR GRAPES, LET THEM LEAVE SOME SMALLER BUNCHES FOR THE POOR, AND LET THEM PASS OVER SOME OF THE FRUITS OF THE OLIVE-TREES, WHEN THEY GATHER THEM, AND LEAVE THEM TO BE PARTAKEN OF BY THOSE THAT HAVE NONE OF THEIR OWN; FOR THE ADVANTAGE ARISING FROM THE EXACT COLLECTION OF ALL, WILL NOT BE SO CONSIDERABLE TO THE OWNERS AS WILL ARISE FROM THE GRATITUDE OF THE POOR. AND GOD WILL PROVIDE THAT THE LAND SHALL MORE WILLINGLY PRODUCE WHAT SHALL BE FOR THE NOURISHMENT OF ITS FRUITS, IN CASE YOU DO NOT MERELY TAKE CARE OF YOUR OWN ADVANTAGE, BUT HAVE REGARD TO THE SUPPORT OF OTHERS ALSO. NOR ARE YOU TO MUZZLE THE MOUTHS OF THE OXEN WHEN THEY TREAD THE EARS OF CORN IN THE THRASHING-FLOOR; FOR IT IS NOT JUST TO RESTRAIN OUR FELLOW-LABORING ANIMALS, AND THOSE THAT WORK IN ORDER TO ITS PRODUCTION, OF THIS FRUIT OF THEIR LABORS. NOR ARE YOU TO PROHIBIT THOSE THAT PASS BY AT THE TIME WHEN YOUR FRUITS ARE RIPE TO TOUCH THEM, BUT TO GIVE THEM LEAVE TO FILL THEMSELVES FULL OF WHAT YOU HAVE; AND THIS WHETHER THEY BE OF YOUR OWN COUNTRY OR STRANGERS, - AS BEING GLAD OF THE OPPORTUNITY OF GIVING THEM SOME PART OF YOUR FRUITS WHEN THEY ARE RIPE; BUT LET IT NOT BE ESTEEMED LAWFUL FOR THEM TO CARRY ANY AWAY. NOR LET THOSE THAT GATHER THE GRAPES, AND CARRY THEM TO THE WINE-PRESSES, RESTRAIN THOSE WHOM THEY MEET FROM EATING OF THEM; FOR IT IS UNJUST, OUT OF ENVY, TO HINDER THOSE THAT DESIRE IT, TO PARTAKE OF THE GOOD THINGS THAT COME INTO THE WORLD ACCORDING TO GOD'S WILL, AND THIS WHILE THE SEASON IS AT THE HEIGHT, AND IS HASTENING AWAY AS IT PLEASES GOD. NAY, IF SOME, OUT OF BASHFULNESS, ARE UNWILLING TO TOUCH THESE FRUITS, LET THEM BE ENCOURAGED TO TAKE OF THEM (I MEAN, THOSE THAT ARE ISRAELITES) AS IF THEY WERE THEMSELVES THE OWNERS AND LORDS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE KINDRED THERE IS BETWEEN THEM. NAY, LET THEM DESIRE MEN THAT COME FROM OTHER COUNTRIES, TO PARTAKE OF THESE TOKENS OF FRIENDSHIP WHICH GOD HAS GIVEN IN THEIR PROPER SEASON; FOR THAT IS NOT TO BE DEEMED AS IDLY SPENT, WHICH ANY ONE OUT OF KINDNESS COMMUNICATES TO ANOTHER, SINCE GOD BESTOWS PLENTY OF GOOD THINGS ON MEN, NOT ONLY FOR THEMSELVES TO REAP THE ADVANTAGE, BUT ALSO TO GIVE TO OTHERS IN A WAY OF GENEROSITY; AND HE IS DESIROUS, BY THIS MEANS, TO MAKE KNOWN TO OTHERS HIS PECULIAR KINDNESS TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, AND HOW FREELY HE COMMUNICATES HAPPINESS TO THEM, WHILE THEY ABUNDANTLY COMMUNICATE OUT OF THEIR GREAT SUPERFLUITIES TO EVEN THESE FOREIGNERS ALSO. BUT FOR HIM THAT ACTS CONTRARY TO THIS LAW, LET HIM BE BEATEN WITH FORTY STRIPES SAVE ONE BY THE PUBLIC EXECUTIONER; LET HIM UNDERGO THIS PUNISHMENT, WHICH IS A MOST IGNOMINIOUS ONE FOR A FREE-MAN, AND THIS BECAUSE HE WAS SUCH A SLAVE TO GAIN AS TO LAY A BLOT UPON HIS DIGNITY; FOR IT IS PROPER FOR YOU WHO HAVE HAD THE EXPERIENCE OF THE AFFLICTIONS IN EGYPT, AND OF THOSE IN THE WILDERNESS, TO MAKE PROVISION FOR THOSE THAT ARE IN THE LIKE CIRCUMSTANCES; AND WHILE YOU HAVE NOW OBTAINED PLENTY YOURSELVES, THROUGH THE MERCY AND PROVIDENCE OF GOD, TO DISTRIBUTE OF THE SAME PLENTY, BY THE LIKE SYMPATHY, TO SUCH AS STAND IN NEED OF IT. 
22. BESIDES THOSE TWO TITHES, WHICH I HAVE ALREADY SAID YOU ARE TO PAY EVERY YEAR, THE ONE FOR THE LEVITES, THE OTHER FOR THE FESTIVALS, YOU ARE TO BRING EVERY THIRD YEAR A THIRD TITHE TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO THOSE THAT WANT; TO WOMEN ALSO THAT ARE WIDOWS, AND TO CHILDREN THAT ARE ORPHANS. BUT AS TO THE RIPE FRUITS, LET THEM CARRY THAT WHICH IS RIPE FIRST OF ALL INTO THE TEMPLE; AND WHEN THEY HAVE BLESSED GOD FOR THAT LAND WHICH BARE THEM, AND WHICH HE HAD GIVEN THEM FOR A POSSESSION, WHEN THEY HAVE ALSO OFFERED THOSE SACRIFICES WHICH THE LAW HAS COMMANDED THEM TO BRING, LET THEM GIVE THE FIRST-FRUITS TO THE PRIESTS. BUT WHEN ANY ONE HATH DONE THIS, AND HATH BROUGHT THE TITHE OF ALL THAT HE HATH, TOGETHER WITH THOSE FIRST-FRUITS THAT ARE FOR THE LEVITES, AND FOR THE FESTIVALS, AND WHEN HE IS ABOUT TO GO HOME, LET HIM STAND BEFORE THE HOLY HOUSE, AND RETURN THANKS TO GOD, THAT HE HATH DELIVERED THEM FROM THE INJURIOUS TREATMENT THEY HAD IN EGYPT, AND HATH GIVEN THEM A GOOD LAND, AND A LARGE, AND LETS THEM ENJOY THE FRUITS THEREOF; AND WHEN HE HATH OPENLY TESTIFIED THAT HE HATH FULLY PAID THE TITHES [AND OTHER DUES] ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF MOSES, LET HIM ENTREAT GOD THAT HE WILL BE EVER MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS TO HIM, AND CONTINUE SO TO BE TO ALL THE HEBREWS, BOTH BY PRESERVING THE GOOD THINGS WHICH HE HATH ALREADY GIVEN THEM, AND BY ADDING WHAT IT IS STILL IN HIS POWER TO BESTOW UPON THEM. 
23. LET THE HEBREWS MARRY, AT THE AGE FIT FOR IT, VIRGINS THAT ARE FREE, AND BORN OF GOOD PARENTS. AND HE THAT DOES NOT MARRY A VIRGIN, LET HIM NOT CORRUPT ANOTHER MAN'S WIFE, AND MARRY HER, NOR GRIEVE HER FORMER HUSBAND. NOR LET FREE MEN MARRY SLAVES, ALTHOUGH THEIR AFFECTIONS SHOULD STRONGLY BIAS ANY OF THEM SO TO DO; FOR IT IS DECENT, AND FOR THE DIGNITY OF THE PERSONS THEMSELVES, TO GOVERN THOSE THEIR AFFECTIONS. AND FURTHER, NO ONE OUGHT TO MARRY A HARLOT [WHORE OR PROSTITUTE], WHOSE MATRIMONIAL OBLATIONS, ARISING FROM THE PROSTITUTION OF HER BODY, GOD WILL NOT RECEIVE; FOR BY THESE MEANS THE DISPOSITIONS OF THE CHILDREN WILL BE LIBERAL AND VIRTUOUS; I MEAN, WHEN THEY ARE NOT BORN OF BASE PARENTS, AND OF THE LUSTFUL CONJUNCTION OF SUCH AS MARRY WOMEN THAT ARE NOT FREE. IF ANY ONE HAS BEEN ESPOUSED TO A WOMAN AS TO A VIRGIN, AND DOES NOT AFTERWARD FIND HER SO TO BE, LET HIM BRING HIS ACTION, AND ACCUSE HER, AND LET HIM MAKE USE OF SUCH INDICATIONS TO PROVE HIS ACCUSATION AS HE IS FURNISHED WITHAL; AND LET THE FATHER OR THE BROTHER OF THE DAMSEL, OR SOME ONE THAT IS AFTER THEM NEAREST OF KIN TO HER, DEFEND HER IF THE DAMSEL OBTAIN A SENTENCE IN HER FAVOR, THAT SHE HAD NOT BEEN GUILTY, LET HER LIVE WITH HER HUSBAND THAT ACCUSED HER; AND LET HIM NOT HAVE ANY FURTHER POWER AT ALL TO PUT HER AWAY, UNLESS SHE GIVE HIM VERY GREAT OCCASIONS OF SUSPICION, AND SUCH AS CAN BE NO WAY CONTRADICTED. BUT FOR HIM THAT BRINGS AN ACCUSATION AND CALUMNY AGAINST HIS WIFE IN AN IMPUDENT AND RASH MANNER, LET HIM BE PUNISHED BY RECEIVING FORTY STRIPES SAVE ONE, AND LET HIM PAY FIFTY SHEKELS TO HER FATHER: BUT IF THE DAMSEL BE CONVICTED, AS HAVING BEEN CORRUPTED, AND IS ONE OF THE COMMON PEOPLE, LET HER BE STONED, BECAUSE SHE DID NOT PRESERVE HER VIRGINITY TILL SHE WERE LAWFULLY MARRIED; BUT IF SHE WERE THE DAUGHTER OF A PRIEST, LET HER BE BURNT ALIVE. IF ANY ONE HAS TWO WIVES, AND IF HE GREATLY RESPECT AND BE KIND TO ONE OF THEM, EITHER OUT OF HIS AFFECTION TO HER, OR FOR HER BEAUTY, OR FOR SOME OTHER REASON, WHILE THE OTHER IS OF LESS ESTEEM WITH HIM; AND IF THE SON OF HER THAT IS BELOVED BE THE YOUNGER BY BIRTH THAN ANOTHER BORN OF THE OTHER WIFE, BUT ENDEAVORS TO OBTAIN THE RIGHT OF PRIMOGENITURE FROM HIS FATHER'S KINDNESS TO HIS MOTHER, AND WOULD THEREBY OBTAIN A DOUBLE PORTION OF HIS FATHER'S SUBSTANCE, FOR THAT DOUBLE PORTION IS WHAT I HAVE ALLOTTED HIM IN THE LAWS, - LET NOT THIS BE PERMITTED; FOR IT IS UNJUST THAT HE WHO IS THE ELDER BY BIRTH SHOULD BE DEPRIVED OF WHAT IS DUE TO HIM, ON THE FATHER'S DISPOSITION OF HIS ESTATE, BECAUSE HIS MOTHER WAS NOT EQUALLY REGARDED BY HIM. HE THAT HATH CORRUPTED A DAMSEL ESPOUSED TO ANOTHER MAN, IN CASE HE HAD HER CONSENT, LET BOTH HIM AND HER BE PUT TO DEATH, FOR THEY ARE BOTH EQUALLY GUILTY; THE MAN, BECAUSE HE PERSUADED THE WOMAN WILLINGLY TO SUBMIT TO A MOST IMPURE ACTION, AND TO PREFER IT TO LAWFUL WEDLOCK; THE WOMAN, BECAUSE SHE WAS PERSUADED TO YIELD HERSELF TO BE CORRUPTED, EITHER FOR PLEASURE OR FOR GAIN. HOWEVER, IF A MAN LIGHT ON A WOMAN WHEN SHE IS ALONE, AND FORCES HER, WHERE NOBODY WAS PRESENT TO COME TO HER ASSISTANCE, LET HIM ONLY BE PUT TO DEATH. LET HIM THAT HATH CORRUPTED A VIRGIN NOT YET ESPOUSED MARRY HER; BUT IF THE FATHER OF THE DAMSEL BE NOT WILLING THAT SHE SHOULD BE HIS WIFE, LET HIM PAY FIFTY SHEKELS AS THE PRICE OF HER PROSTITUTION. HE THAT DESIRES TO BE DIVORCED FROM HIS WIFE FOR ANY CAUSE WHATSOEVER, (AND MANY SUCH CAUSES HAPPEN AMONG MEN,) LET HIM IN WRITING GIVE ASSURANCE THAT HE WILL NEVER USE HER AS HIS WIFE ANY MORE; FOR BY THIS MEANS SHE MAY BE AT LIBERTY TO MARRY ANOTHER HUSBAND, ALTHOUGH BEFORE THIS BILL OF DIVORCE BE GIVEN, SHE IS NOT TO BE PERMITTED SO TO DO: BUT IF SHE BE MISUSED BY HIM ALSO, OR IF, WHEN HE IS DEAD, HER FIRST HUSBAND WOULD MARRY HER AGAIN, IT SHALL NOT BE LAWFUL FOR HER TO RETURN TO HIM. IF A WOMAN'S HUSBAND DIE, AND LEAVE HER WITHOUT CHILDREN, LET HIS BROTHER MARRY HER, AND LET HIM CALL THE SON THAT IS BORN TO HIM BY HIS BROTHER'S NAME, AND EDUCATE HIM AS THE HEIR OF HIS INHERITANCE, FOR THIS PROCEDURE WILL BE FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PUBLIC, BECAUSE THEREBY FAMILIES WILL NOT FAIL, AND THE ESTATE WILL CONTINUE AMONG THE KINDRED; AND THIS WILL BE FOR THE SOLACE OF WIVES UNDER THEIR AFFLICTION, THAT THEY ARE TO BE MARRIED TO THE NEXT RELATION OF THEIR FORMER HUSBANDS. BUT IF THE BROTHER WILL NOT MARRY HER, LET THE WOMAN COME BEFORE THE SENATE, AND PROTEST OPENLY THAT THIS BROTHER WILL NOT ADMIT HER FOR HIS WIFE, BUT WILL INJURE THE MEMORY OF HIS DECEASED BROTHER, WHILE SHE IS WILLING TO CONTINUE IN THE FAMILY, AND TO HEAR HIM CHILDREN. AND WHEN THE SENATE HAVE INQUIRED OF HIM FOR WHAT REASON IT IS THAT HE IS AVERSE TO THIS MARRIAGE, WHETHER HE GIVES A BAD OR A GOOD REASON, THE MATTER MUST COME TO THIS ISSUE, THAT THE WOMAN SHALL, LOOSE THE SANDALS OF THE BROTHER, AND SHALL SPIT IN HIS FACE, AND SAY, HE DESERVES THIS REPROACHFUL TREATMENT FROM HER, AS HAVING INJURED THE MEMORY OF THE DECEASED. AND THEN LET HIM GO AWAY OUT OF THE SENATE, AND BEAR THIS REPROACH UPON HIM ALL HIS LIFE LONG; AND LET HER MARRY TO WHOM SHE PLEASES, OF SUCH AS SEEK HER IN MARRIAGE. BUT NOW, IF ANY MAN TAKE CAPTIVE, EITHER A VIRGIN, OR ONE THAT HATH BEEN MARRIED, AND HAS A MIND TO MARRY HER, LET HIM NOT BE ALLOWED TO BRING HER TO BED TO HIM, OR TO LIVE WITH HER AS HIS WIFE, BEFORE SHE HATH HER HEAD SHAVEN, AND HATH PUT ON HER MOURNING HABIT, AND LAMENTED HER RELATIONS AND FRIENDS THAT WERE SLAIN IN THE BATTLE, THAT BY THIS MEANS SHE MAY GIVE VENT TO HER SORROW FOR THEM, AND AFTER THAT MAY BETAKE HERSELF TO FEASTING AND MATRIMONY; FOR IT IS GOOD FOR HIM THAT TAKES A WOMAN, IN ORDER TO HAVE CHILDREN BY HER, TO BE COMPLAISANT TO HER INCLINATIONS, AND NOT MERELY TO PURSUE HIS OWN PLEASURE, WHILE HE HATH NO REGARD TO WHAT IS AGREEABLE TO HER. BUT WHEN THIRTY DAYS ARE PAST, AS THE TIME OF MOURNING, FOR SO MANY ARE SUFFICIENT TO PRUDENT PERSONS FOR LAMENTING THE DEAREST FRIENDS, THEN LET THEM PROCEED TO THE MARRIAGE; BUT IN CASE WHEN HE HATH SATISFIED HIS LUST, HE BE TOO PROUD TO RETAIN HER FOR HIS WIFE, LET HIM NOT HAVE IT IN HIS POWER TO MAKE HER A SLAVE, BUT LET HER GO AWAY WHITHER SHE PLEASES, AND HAVE THAT PRIVILEGE OF A FREE WOMAN. 
24. AS TO THOSE YOUNG MEN THAT DESPISE THEIR PARENTS, AND DO NOT PAY THEM HONOR, BUT OFFER THEM AFFRONTS, EITHER BECAUSE THEY ARE ASHAMED OF THEM OR THINK THEMSELVES WISER THAN THEY, - IN THE FIRST PLACE, LET THEIR PARENTS ADMONISH THEM IN WORDS, (FOR THEY ARE BY NATURE OF AUTHORITY SUFFICIENT FOR BECOMING THEIR JUDGES,) AND LET THEM SAY THUS TO THEM: - THAT THEY COHABITED TOGETHER, NOT FOR THE SAKE OF PLEASURE, NOR FOR THE AUGMENTATION OF THEIR RICHES, BY JOINING BOTH THEIR STOCKS TOGETHER, BUT THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE CHILDREN TO TAKE CARE OF THEM IN THEIR OLD AGE, AND MIGHT BY THEM HAVE WHAT THEY THEN SHOULD WANT. AND SAY FURTHER TO HIM, "THAT WHEN THOU WAST BORN, WE TOOK THEE UP WITH GLADNESS, AND GAVE GOD THE GREATEST THANKS FOR THEE, AND BROUGHT TIME UP WITH GREAT CARE, AND SPARED FOR NOTHING THAT APPEARED USEFUL FOR THY PRESERVATION, AND FOR THY INSTRUCTION IN WHAT WAS MOST EXCELLENT. AND NOW, SINCE IT IS REASONABLE TO FORGIVE THE SINS OF THOSE THAT ARE YOUNG, LET IT SUFFICE THEE TO HAVE GIVEN SO MANY INDICATIONS OF THY CONTEMPT OF US; REFORM THYSELF, AND ACT MORE WISELY FOR THE TIME TO COME; CONSIDERING THAT GOD IS DISPLEASED WITH THOSE THAT ARE INSOLENT TOWARDS THEIR PARENTS, BECAUSE HE IS HIMSELF THE FATHER OF THE WHOLE RACE OF MANKIND, AND SEEMS TO BEAR PART OF THAT DISHONOR WHICH FALLS UPON THOSE THAT HAVE THE SAME NAME, WHEN THEY DO NOT MEET WITH DIRE RETURNS FROM THEIR CHILDREN. AND ON SUCH THE LAW INFLICTS INEXORABLE PUNISHMENT; OF WHICH PUNISHMENT MAYST THOU NEVER HAVE THE EXPERIENCE." NOW IF THE INSOLENCE OF YOUNG MEN BE THUS CURED, LET THEM ESCAPE THE REPROACH WHICH THEIR FORMER ERRORS DESERVED; FOR BY THIS MEANS THE LAWGIVER WILL APPEAR TO BE GOOD, AND PARENTS HAPPY, WHILE THEY NEVER BEHOLD EITHER A SON OR A DAUGHTER BROUGHT TO PUNISHMENT. BUT IF IT HAPPEN THAT THESE WORDS AND INSTRUCTIONS, CONVEYED BY THEM IN ORDER TO RECLAIM THE MAN, APPEAR TO BE USELESS, THEN THE OFFENDER RENDERS THE LAWS IMPLACABLE ENEMIES TO THE INSOLENCE HE HAS OFFERED HIS PARENTS; LET HIM THEREFORE BE BROUGHT FORTH BY THESE VERY PARENTS OUT OF THE CITY, WITH A MULTITUDE FOLLOWING HIM, AND THERE LET HIM BE STONED; AND WHEN HE HAS CONTINUED THERE FOR ONE WHOLE DAY, THAT ALL THE PEOPLE MAY SEE HIM, LET HIM BE BURIED IN THE NIGHT. AND THUS, IT IS THAT WE BURY ALL WHOM THE LAWS CONDEMN TO DIE, UPON ANY ACCOUNT WHATSOEVER. LET OUR ENEMIES THAT FALL IN BATTLE BE ALSO BURIED; NOR LET ANY ONE DEAD BODY LIE ABOVE THE GROUND, OR SUFFER A PUNISHMENT BEYOND WHAT JUSTICE REQUIRES. 
25. LET NO ONE LEND TO ANY ONE OF THE HEBREWS UPON USURY, NEITHER USURY OF WHAT IS EATEN OR WHAT IS DRUNKEN, FOR IT IS NOT JUST TO MAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE MISFORTUNES OF ONE OF THY OWN COUNTRYMEN; BUT WHEN THOU HAST BEEN ASSISTANT TO HIS NECESSITIES, THINK IT THY GAIN IF THOU OBTAINEST THEIR GRATITUDE TO THEE; AND WITHAL THAT REWARD WHICH WILL COME TO THEE FROM GOD, FOR THY HUMANITY TOWARDS HIM. 
26. THOSE WHO HAVE BORROWED EITHER SILVER OR ANY SORT OF FRUITS, WHETHER DRY OR WET, (I MEAN THIS, WHEN THE JEWISH AFFAIRS SHALL, BY THE BLESSING OF GOD, BE TO THEIR OWN MIND,) LET THE BORROWERS BRING THEM AGAIN, AND RESTORE THEM WITH PLEASURE TO THOSE WHO LENT THEM, LAYING THEM UP, AS IT WERE, IN THEIR OWN TREASURIES, AND JUSTLY EXPECTING TO RECEIVE THEM THENCE, IF THEY SHALL WANT THEM AGAIN. BUT IF THEY BE WITHOUT SHAME, AND DO NOT RESTORE IT, LET NOT THE LENDER GO TO THE BORROWER'S HOUSE, AND TAKE A PLEDGE HIMSELF, BEFORE JUDGMENT BE GIVEN CONCERNING IT; BUT LET HIM REQUIRE THE PLEDGE, AND LET THE DEBTOR BRING IT OF HIMSELF, WITHOUT THE LEAST OPPOSITION TO HIM THAT COMES UPON HIM UNDER THE PROTECTION OF THE LAW. AND IF HE THAT GAVE THE PLEDGE BE RICH, LET THE CREDITOR RETAIN IT TILL WHAT HE LENT BE PAID HIM AGAIN; BUT IF HE BE POOR, LET HIM THAT TAKES IT RETURN IT BEFORE THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN, ESPECIALLY IF THE PLEDGE BE A GARMENT, THAT THE DEBTOR MAY HAVE IT FOR A COVERING IN HIS SLEEP, GOD HIMSELF NATURALLY SHOWING MERCY TO THE POOR. IT IS ALSO NOT LAWFUL TO TAKE A MILLSTONE, NOR ANY UTENSIL THERETO BELONGING, FOR A PLEDGE, THAT THE DEBTOR, MAY NOT BE DEPRIVED OF INSTRUMENTS TO GET THEIR FOOD WITHAL, AND LEST THEY BE UNDONE BY THEIR NECESSITY. 
27. LET DEATH BE THE PUNISHMENT FOR STEALING A MAN; BUT HE THAT HATH PURLOINED GOLD OR SILVER, LET HIM PAY DOUBLE. IF ANY ONE, KILL A MAN THAT IS STEALING SOMETHING OUT OF HIS HOUSE, LET HIM BE ESTEEMED GUILTLESS, ALTHOUGH THE MAN, WERE ONLY BREAKING IN AT THE WALL. LET HIM THAT HATH STOLEN CATTLE PAY FOURFOLD WHAT IS LOST, EXCEPTING THE CASE OF AN OX, FOR WHICH LET THE THIEF PAY FIVEFOLD. LET HIM THAT IS SO POOR THAT HE CANNOT PAY WHAT MULET IS LAID UPON HIM, BE HIS SERVANT TO WHOM HE WAS ADJUDGED TO PAY IT. 
28. IF ANY ONE BE SOLD TO ONE OF HIS OWN NATION, LET HIM SERVE HIM SIX YEARS, AND ON THE SEVENTH LET HIM GO FREE. BUT IF HE HAVE A SON BY A WOMAN SERVANT IN HIS PURCHASER'S HOUSE, AND IF, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS GOOD-WILL TO HIS MASTER, AND HIS NATURAL AFFECTION TO HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN, HE WILL BE HIS SERVANT STILL, LET HIM BE SET FREE ONLY AT THE COMING OF THE YEAR OF JUBILEE, WHICH IS THE FIFTIETH YEAR, AND LET HIM THEN TAKE AWAY WITH HIM HIS CHILDREN AND WIFE, AND LET THEM BE FREE ALSO. 
29. IF ANY ONE, FIND GOLD OR SILVER ON THE ROAD, LET HIM INQUIRE AFTER HIM THAT LOST IT, AND MAKE PROCLAMATION OF THE PLACE WHERE HE FOUND IT, AND THEN RESTORE IT TO HIM AGAIN, AS NOT THINKING IT RIGHT TO MAKE HIS OWN PROFIT BY THE LOSS OF ANOTHER. AND THE SAME RULE IS TO BE OBSERVED IN CATTLE FOUND TO HAVE WANDERED AWAY INTO A LONELY PLACE. IF THE OWNER BE NOT PRESENTLY DISCOVERED, LET HIM THAT IS THE FINDER KEEP IT WITH HIMSELF, AND APPEAL TO GOD THAT HE HAS NOT PURLOINED WHAT BELONGS TO ANOTHER. 
30. IT IS NOT LAWFUL TO PASS BY ANY BEAST THAT IS IN DISTRESS, WHEN IN A STORM IT IS FALLEN DOWN IN THE MIRE, BUT TO ENDEAVOR TO PRESERVE IT, AS HAVING A SYMPATHY WITH IT IN ITS PAIN. 
31. IT IS ALSO A DUTY TO SHOW THE ROADS TO THOSE WHO DO NOT KNOW THEM, AND NOT TO ESTEEM IT A MATTER FOR SPORT, WHEN WE HINDER OTHERS' ADVANTAGES, BY SETTING THEM IN A WRONG WAY. 
32. IN LIKE MANNER, LET NO ONE REVILE A PERSON BLIND OR DUMB. 
33. IF MEN STRIVE TOGETHER, AND THERE BE NO INSTRUMENT OF IRON, LET HIM THAT IS SMITTEN BE AVENGED IMMEDIATELY, BY INFLICTING THE SAME PUNISHMENT ON HIM THAT SMOTE HIM: BUT IF WHEN HE IS CARRIED HOME HE LIE SICK MANY DAYS, AND THEN DIE, LET HIM THAT SMOTE HIM NOT ESCAPE PUNISHMENT; BUT IF HE THAT IS SMITTEN ESCAPE DEATH, AND YET BE AT GREAT EXPENSE FOR HIS CURE, THE SMITER SHALL PAY FOR ALL THAT HAS BEEN EXPENDED DURING THE TIME OF HIS SICKNESS, AND FOR ALL THAT HE HAS PAID THE PHYSICIAN. HE THAT KICKS A WOMAN WITH CHILD, SO THAT THE WOMAN MISCARRY, LET HIM PAY A FINE IN MONEY, AS THE JUDGES SHALL DETERMINE, AS HAVING DIMINISHED THE MULTITUDE BY THE DESTRUCTION OF WHAT WAS IN HER WOMB; AND LET MONEY ALSO BE GIVEN THE WOMAN'S HUSBAND BY HIM THAT KICKED HER; BUT IF SHE DIE OF THE STROKE, LET HIM ALSO BE PUT TO DEATH, THE LAW JUDGING IT EQUITABLE THAT LIFE SHOULD GO FOR LIFE. 
34. LET NO ONE OF THE ISRAELITES KEEP ANY POISON THAT MAY CAUSE DEATH, OR ANY OTHER HARM; BUT IF HE BE CAUGHT WITH IT, LET HIM BE PUT TO DEATH, AND SUFFER THE VERY SAME MISCHIEF THAT HE WOULD HAVE BROUGHT UPON THEM FOR WHOM THE POISON WAS PREPARED. 
35. HE THAT MAIMETH ANY ONE, LET HIM UNDERGO THE LIKE HIMSELF, AND BE DEPRIVED OF THE SAME MEMBER OF WHICH HE HATH DEPRIVED THE OTHER, UNLESS HE THAT IS MAIMED WILL ACCEPT OF MONEY INSTEAD OF IT FOR THE LAW MAKES THE SUFFERER THE JUDGE OF THE VALUE OF WHAT HE HATH SUFFERED, AND PERMITS HIM TO ESTIMATE IT, UNLESS HE WILL BE MORE SEVERE. 
36. LET HIM THAT IS THE OWNER OF AN OX WHICH PUSHETH WITH HIS HORN, KILL HIM: BUT IF HE PUSHES AND GORES ANY ONE IN THE THRASHING-FLOOR, LET HIM BE PUT TO DEATH BY STONING, AND LET HIM NOT BE THOUGHT FIT FOR FOOD: BUT IF HIS OWNER BE CONVICTED AS HAVING KNOWN WHAT HIS NATURE WAS, AND HATH NOT KEPT HIM UP, LET HIM ALSO BE PUT TO DEATH, AS BEING THE OCCASION OF THE OX'S HAVING KILLED A MAN. BUT IF THE OX HAVE KILLED A MAN-SERVANT, OR A MAID-SERVANT, LET HIM BE STONED; AND LET THE OWNER OF THE OX PAY THIRTY SHEKELS TO THE MASTER OF HIM THAT WAS SLAIN; BUT IF IT BE AN OX THAT IS THUS SMITTEN AND KILLED, LET BOTH THE OXEN, THAT WHICH SMOTE THE OTHER AND THAT WHICH WAS KILLED, BE SOLD, AND LET THE OWNERS OF THEM DIVIDE THEIR PRICE BETWEEN THEM. 
37. LET THOSE THAT DIG A WELL OR A PIT BE CAREFUL TO LAY PLANKS OVER THEM, AND SO KEEP THEM SHUT UP, NOT IN ORDER TO HINDER ANY PERSONS FROM DRAWING WATER, BUT THAT THERE MAY BE NO DANGER OF FALLING INTO THEM. BUT IF ANY ONE'S BEAST FALL INTO SUCH A WELL OR PIT THUS DIGGED, AND NOT SHUT UP, AND PERISH, LET THE OWNER PAY ITS PRICE TO THE OWNER OF THE BEAST. LET THERE BE A BATTLEMENT ROUND THE TOPS OF YOUR HOUSES INSTEAD OF A WALL, THAT MAY PREVENT ANY PERSONS FROM ROLLING DOWN AND PERISHING. 
38. LET HIM THAT HAS RECEIVED ANY THING IN TRUST FOR ANOTHER, TAKE CARE TO KEEP IT AS A SACRED AND DIVINE THING; AND LET NO ONE INVENT ANY CONTRIVANCE WHEREBY TO DEPRIVE HIM THAT HATH INTRUSTED IT WITH HIM OF THE SAME, AND THIS WHETHER HE BE A MAN OR A WOMAN; NO, NOT ALTHOUGH HE OR SHE WERE TO GAIN AN IMMENSE SUM OF GOLD, AND THIS WHERE HE CANNOT BE CONVICTED OF IT BY ANY BODY; FOR IT IS FIT THAT A MAN'S OWN CONSCIENCE, WHICH KNOWS WHAT HE HATH, SHOULD IN ALL CASES OBLIGE HIM TO DO WELL. LET THIS CONSCIENCE BE HIS WITNESS, AND MAKE HIM ALWAYS ACT SO AS MAY PROCURE HIM COMMENDATION FROM OTHERS; BUT LET HIM CHIEFLY HAVE REGARD TO GOD, FROM WHOM NO WICKED MAN CAN LIE CONCEALED: BUT IF HE IN WHOM THE TRUST WAS REPOSED, WITHOUT ANY DECEIT OF HIS OWN, LOSE WHAT HE WAS INTRUSTED WITHAL, LET HIM COME BEFORE THE SEVEN JUDGES, AND SWEAR BY GOD THAT NOTHING HATH BEEN LOST WILLINGLY, OR WITH A WICKED INTENTION, AND THAT HE HATH NOT MADE USE OF ANY PART THEREOF, AND SO LET HIM DEPART WITHOUT BLAME; BUT IF HE HATH MADE USE OF THE LEAST PART OF WHAT WAS COMMITTED TO HIM, AND IT BE LOST, LET HIM BE CONDEMNED TO REPAY ALL THAT HE HAD RECEIVED. AFTER THE SAME MANNER AS IN THESE TRUSTS IT IS TO BE, IF ANY ONE, DEFRAUD THOSE THAT UNDERGO BODILY LABOR FOR HIM. AND LET IT BE ALWAYS REMEMBERED, THAT WE ARE NOT TO DEFRAUD A POOR MAN OF HIS WAGES, AS BEING SENSIBLE THAT GOD HAS ALLOTTED THESE WAGES TO HIM INSTEAD OF LAND AND OTHER POSSESSIONS; NAY, THIS PAYMENT IS NOT AT ALL TO BE DELAYED, BUT TO BE MADE THAT VERY DAY, SINCE GOD IS NOT WILLING TO DEPRIVE THE LABORER OF THE IMMEDIATE USE OF WHAT HE HATH LABORED FOR. 
39. YOU ARE NOT TO PUNISH CHILDREN FOR THE FAULTS OF THEIR PARENTS, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR OWN VIRTUE RATHER TO VOUCHSAFE THEM COMMISERATION, BECAUSE THEY WERE BORN OF WICKED PARENTS, THAN HATRED, BECAUSE THEY WERE BORN OF BAD ONES. NOR INDEED OUGHT WE TO IMPUTE THE SIN OF CHILDREN TO THEIR FATHERS, WHILE YOUNG PERSONS INDULGE THEMSELVES IN MANY PRACTICES DIFFERENT FROM WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED IN, AND THIS BY THEIR PROUD REFUSAL OF SUCH INSTRUCTION. 
40. LET THOSE THAT HAVE MADE THEMSELVES EUNUCHS BE HAD IN DETESTATION; AND DO YOU AVOID ANY CONVERSATION WITH THEM WHO HAVE DEPRIVED THEMSELVES OF THEIR MANHOOD, AND OF THAT FRUIT OF GENERATION WHICH GOD HAS GIVEN TO MEN FOR THE INCREASE OF THEIR KIND: LET SUCH BE DRIVEN AWAY, AS IF THEY HAD KILLED THEIR CHILDREN, SINCE THEY BEFOREHAND HAVE LOST WHAT SHOULD PROCURE THEM; FOR EVIDENT IT IS, THAT WHILE THEIR SOUL IS BECOME EFFEMINATE, THEY HAVE WITHAL TRANSFUSED THAT EFFEMINACY TO THEIR BODY ALSO. IN LIKE MANNER DO YOU TREAT ALL THAT IS OF A MONSTROUS NATURE WHEN IT IS LOOKED ON; NOR IS IT LAWFUL TO GELD MEN OR ANY OTHER ANIMALS. 
41. LET THIS BE THE CONSTITUTION OF YOUR POLITICAL LAWS IN TIME OF PEACE, AND GOD WILL BE SO MERCIFUL AS TO PRESERVE THIS EXCELLENT SETTLEMENT FREE FROM DISTURBANCE: AND MAY THAT TIME NEVER COME WHICH MAY INNOVATE ANY THING, AND CHANGE IT FOR THE CONTRARY. BUT SINCE IT MUST NEEDS HAPPEN THAT MANKIND FALL INTO TROUBLES AND DANGERS, EITHER UNDESIGNEDLY OR INTENTIONALLY, COME LET US MAKE A FEW CONSTITUTIONS CONCERNING THEM, THAT SO BEING APPRISED BEFOREHAND WHAT OUGHT TO BE DONE, YOU MAY HAVE SALUTARY COUNSELS READY WHEN YOU WANT THEM, AND MAY NOT THEN BE OBLIGED TO GO TO SEEK WHAT IS TO BE DONE, AND SO BE UNPROVIDED, AND FALL INTO DANGEROUS CIRCUMSTANCES. MAY YOU BE A LABORIOUS PEOPLE, AND EXERCISE YOUR SOULS IN VIRTUOUS ACTIONS, AND THEREBY POSSESS AND INHERIT THE LAND WITHOUT WARS; WHILE NEITHER ANY FOREIGNERS MAKE WAR UPON IT, AND SO AFFLICT YOU, NOR ANY INTERNAL SEDITION SEIZE UPON IT, WHEREBY YOU MAY DO THINGS THAT ARE CONTRARY TO YOUR FATHERS, AND SO LOSE THE LAWS WHICH THEY HAVE ESTABLISHED. AND MAY YOU CONTINUE IN THE OBSERVATION OF THOSE LAWS WHICH GOD HATH APPROVED OF, AND HATH DELIVERED TO YOU. LET ALL SORT OF WARLIKE OPERATIONS, WHETHER THEY BEFALL YOU NOW IN YOUR OWN TIME, OR HEREAFTER IN THE TIMES OF YOUR POSTERITY, BE DONE OUT OF YOUR OWN BORDERS: BUT WHEN YOU ARE ABOUT TO GO TO WAR, SEND EMBASSAGES AND HERALDS TO THOSE WHO ARE YOUR VOLUNTARY ENEMIES, FOR IT IS A RIGHT THING TO MAKE USE OF WORDS TO THEM BEFORE YOU COME TO YOUR WEAPONS OF WAR; AND ASSURE THEM THEREBY, THAT ALTHOUGH YOU HAVE A NUMEROUS ARMY, WITH HORSES AND WEAPONS, AND, ABOVE THESE, A GOD MERCIFUL TO YOU, AND READY TO ASSIST YOU, YOU DO HOWEVER DESIRE THEM NOT TO COMPEL YOU TO FIGHT AGAINST THEM, NOR TO TAKE FROM THEM WHAT THEY HAVE, WHICH WILL INDEED BE OUR GAIN, BUT WHAT THEY WILL HAVE NO REASON TO WISH WE SHOULD TAKE TO OURSELVES. AND IF THEY HEARKEN TO YOU, IT WILL BE PROPER FOR YOU TO KEEP PEACE WITH THEM; BUT IF THEY TRUST IN THEIR OWN STRENGTH, AS SUPERIOR TO YOURS, AND WILL NOT DO YOU JUSTICE, LEAD YOUR ARMY AGAINST THEM, MAKING USE OF GOD AS YOUR SUPREME COMMANDER, BUT ORDAINING FOR A LIEUTENANT UNDER HIM ONE THAT IS OF THE GREATEST COURAGE AMONG YOU; FOR THESE DIFFERENT COMMANDERS, BESIDES THEIR BEING AN OBSTACLE TO ACTIONS THAT ARE TO BE DONE ON THE SUDDEN, ARE A DISADVANTAGE TO THOSE THAT MAKE USE OF THEM. LEAD AN ARMY PURE, AND OF CHOSEN MEN, COMPOSED OF ALL SUCH AS HAVE EXTRAORDINARY STRENGTH OF BODY AND HARDINESS OF SOUL; BUT DO YOU SEND AWAY THE TIMOROUS PART, LEST THEY RUN AWAY IN THE TIME OF ACTION, AND SO AFFORD AN ADVANTAGE TO YOUR ENEMIES. DO YOU ALSO GIVE LEAVE TO THOSE THAT HAVE LATELY BUILT THEM HOUSES, AND HAVE NOT YET LIVED IN THEM A YEAR'S TIME; AND TO THOSE THAT HAVE PLANTED THEM VINEYARDS, AND HAVE NOT YET BEEN PARTAKERS OF THEIR FRUITS, - TO CONTINUE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY; AS WELL AS THOSE ALSO WHO HAVE BETROTHED, OR LATELY MARRIED THEM WIVES, LEST THEY HAVE SUCH AN AFFECTION FOR THESE THINGS THAT THEY HE TOO SPARING OF THEIR LIVES, AND, BY RESERVING THEMSELVES FOR THESE ENJOYMENTS, THEY BECOME VOLUNTARY COWARDS, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR WIVES. 
42. WHEN YOU HAVE PITCHED YOUR CAMP, TAKE CARE THAT YOU DO NOTHING THAT IS CRUEL. AND WHEN YOU ARE ENGAGED IN A SIEGE; AND WANT TIMBER FOR THE MAKING OF WARLIKE ENGINES, DO NOT YOU RENDER THE LAND NAKED BY CUTTING DOWN TREES THAT BEAR FRUIT, BUT SPARE THEM, AS CONSIDERING THAT THEY WERE MADE FOR THE BENEFIT OF MEN; AND THAT IF THEY COULD SPEAK, THEY WOULD HAVE A JUST PLEA AGAINST YOU, BECAUSE, THOUGH THEY ARE NOT OCCASIONS OF THE WAR, THEY ARE UNJUSTLY TREATED, AND SUFFER IN IT, AND WOULD, IF THEY WERE ABLE, REMOVE THEMSELVES INTO ANOTHER LAND. WHEN YOU HAVE BEATEN YOUR ENEMIES IN BATTLE, SLAY THOSE THAT HAVE FOUGHT AGAINST YOU; BUT PRESERVE THE OTHERS ALIVE, THAT THEY MAY PAY YOU TRIBUTE, EXCEPTING THE NATION OF THE CANAANITES; FOR AS TO THAT PEOPLE, YOU MUST ENTIRELY DESTROY THEM. 
43. TAKE CARE, ESPECIALLY IN YOUR BATTLES, THAT NO WOMAN, USE THE HABIT OF A MAN, NOR MAN THE GARMENT OF A WOMAN. 44. THIS WAS THE FORM OF POLITICAL GOVERNMENT WHICH WAS LEFT US BY MOSES. MOREOVER, HE HAD ALREADY DELIVERED LAWS IN WRITING IN THE FORTIETH YEAR [AFTER THEY CAME OUT OF EGYPT], CONCERNING WHICH WE WILL DISCOURSE IN ANOTHER BOOK. BUT NOW ON THE FOLLOWING DAYS (FOR HE CALLED THEM TO ASSEMBLE CONTINUALLY) HE DELIVERED BLESSINGS TO THEM, AND CURSES UPON THOSE THAT SHOULD NOT LIVE ACCORDING TO THE LAWS, BUT SHOULD TRANSGRESS THE DUTIES THAT WERE DETERMINED FOR THEM TO OBSERVE. AFTER THIS, HE READ TO THEM A POETIC SONG, WHICH WAS COMPOSED IN HEXAMETER VERSE, AND LEFT IT TO THEM IN THE HOLY BOOK: IT CONTAINED A PREDICTION OF WHAT WAS TO COME TO PASS AFTERWARD; AGREEABLY WHERETO ALL THINGS HAVE HAPPENED ALL ALONG, AND DO STILL HAPPEN TO US; AND WHEREIN HE HAS NOT AT ALL DEVIATED FROM THE TRUTH. ACCORDINGLY, HE DELIVERED THESE BOOKS TO THE PRIEST, WITH THE ARK; INTO WHICH HE ALSO PUT THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, WRITTEN ON TWO TABLES. HE DELIVERED TO THEM THE TABERNACLE ALSO, AND EXHORTED THE PEOPLE, THAT WHEN THEY HAD CONQUERED THE LAND, AND WERE SETTLED IN IT, THEY SHOULD NOT FORGET THE INJURIES OF THE AMALEKITES, BUT MAKE WAR AGAINST THEM, AND INFLICT PUNISHMENT UPON THEM FOR WHAT MISCHIEF THEY DID THEM WHEN THEY WERE IN THE WILDERNESS; AND THAT WHEN THEY HAD GOT POSSESSION OF THE LAND OF THE CANAANITES, AND WHEN THEY HAD DESTROYED THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF ITS INHABITANTS, AS THEY OUGHT TO DO, THEY SHOULD ERECT AN ALTAR THAT SHOULD FACE THE RISING SUN, NOT FAR FROM THE CITY OF SHECHEM, BETWEEN THE TWO MOUNTAINS, THAT OF GERIZZIM, SITUATE ON THE RIGHT HAND, AND THAT CALLED EBAL, ON THE LEFT; AND THAT THE ARMY SHOULD BE SO DIVIDED, THAT SIX TRIBES SHOULD STAND UPON EACH OF THE TWO MOUNTAINS, AND WITH THEM THE LEVITES AND THE PRIESTS. AND THAT FIRST, THOSE THAT WERE UPON MOUNT GERIZZIM SHOULD PRAY FOR THE BEST BLESSINGS UPON THOSE WHO WERE DILIGENT ABOUT THE WORSHIP OF GOD, AND THE OBSERVATION OF HIS LAWS, AND WHO DID NOT REJECT WHAT MOSES HAD SAID TO THEM; WHILE THE OTHER WISHED THEM ALL MANNER OF HAPPINESS ALSO; AND WHEN THESE LAST PUT UP THE LIKE PRAYERS, THE FORMER PRAISED THEM. AFTER THIS, CURSES WERE DENOUNCED UPON THOSE THAT SHOULD TRANSGRESS THOSE LAWS, THEY, ANSWERING ONE ANOTHER ALTERNATELY, BY WAY OF CONFIRMATION OF WHAT HAD BEEN SAID. MOSES ALSO WROTE THEIR BLESSINGS AND THEIR CURSES, THAT THEY MIGHT LEARN THEM SO THOROUGHLY, THAT THEY MIGHT NEVER BE FORGOTTEN BY LENGTH OF TIME. AND WHEN HE WAS READY TO DIE, HE WROTE THESE BLESSINGS AND CURSES UPON THE ALTAR, ON EACH SIDE OF IT; WHERE HE SAYS ALSO THE PEOPLE STOOD, AND THEN SACRIFICED AND OFFERED BURNT-OFFERINGS, THOUGH AFTER THAT DAY THEY NEVER OFFERED UPON IT ANY OTHER SACRIFICE, FOR IT WAS NOT LAWFUL SO TO DO. THESE ARE THE CONSTITUTIONS OF MOSES; AND THE HEBREW NATION STILL LIVE ACCORDING TO THEM. 
45. ON THE NEXT DAY, MOSES CALLED THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, WITH THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN, TO A CONGREGATION, SO AS THE VERY SLAVES WERE PRESENT ALSO, THAT THEY MIGHT ENGAGE THEMSELVES TO THE OBSERVATION OF THESE LAWS BY OATH; AND THAT, DULY CONSIDERING THE MEANING OF GOD IN THEM, THEY MIGHT NOT, EITHER FOR FAVOR OF THEIR KINDRED, OR OUT OF FEAR OF ANY ONE, OR INDEED FOR ANY MOTIVE WHATSOEVER, THINK ANY THING OUGHT TO BE PREFERRED TO THESE LAWS, AND SO MIGHT TRANSGRESS THEM. THAT IN CASE ANY ONE OF THEIR OWN BLOOD, OR ANY CITY, SHOULD ATTEMPT TO CONFOUND OR DISSOLVE THEIR CONSTITUTION OF GOVERNMENT, THEY SHOULD TAKE VENGEANCE UPON THEM, BOTH ALL IN GENERAL, AND EACH PERSON IN PARTICULAR; AND WHEN THEY HAD CONQUERED THEM, SHOULD OVERTURN THEIR CITY TO THE VERY FOUNDATIONS, AND, IF POSSIBLE, SHOULD NOT LEAVE THE LEAST FOOTSTEPS OF SUCH MADNESS: BUT THAT IF THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO TAKE SUCH VENGEANCE, THEY SHOULD STILL DEMONSTRATE THAT WHAT WAS DONE WAS CONTRARY TO THEIR WILLS. SO, THE MULTITUDE BOUND THEMSELVES BY OATH SO TO DO. 
46. MOSES TAUGHT THEM ALSO BY WHAT MEANS THEIR SACRIFICES MIGHT BE THE MOST ACCEPTABLE TO GOD; AND HOW THEY SHOULD GO FORTH TO WAR, MAKING USE OF THE STONES (IN THE HIGH PRIEST'S BREASTPLATE) FOR THEIR DIRECTION, AS I HAVE BEFORE SIGNIFIED. JOSHUA ALSO PROPHESIED WHILE MOSES WAS PRESENT. AND WHEN MOSES HAD RECAPITULATED WHATSOEVER HE HAD DONE FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE PEOPLE, BOTH IN THEIR WARS AND IN PEACE, AND HAD COMPOSED THEM A BODY OF LAWS, AND PROCURED THEM AN EXCELLENT FORM OF GOVERNMENT, HE FORETOLD, AS GOD HAD DECLARED TO HIM "THAT IF THEY TRANSGRESSED THAT INSTITUTION FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD, THEY SHOULD EXPERIENCE THE FOLLOWING MISERIES: - THEIR LAND SHOULD BE FULL OF WEAPONS OF WAR FROM THEIR ENEMIES, AND THEIR CITIES SHOULD BE OVERTHROWN, AND THEIR TEMPLE SHOULD BE BURNT THAT THEY SHOULD BE SOLD FOR SLAVES, TO SUCH MEN AS WOULD HAVE NO PITY ON THEM IN THEIR AFFLICTIONS; THAT THEY WOULD THEN REPENT, WHEN THAT REPENTANCE WOULD NO WAY PROFIT THEM UNDER THEIR SUFFERINGS. "YET," SAID HE, "WILL THAT GOD WHO FOUNDED YOUR NATION, RESTORE YOUR CITIES TO YOUR CITIZENS, WITH THEIR TEMPLE ALSO; AND YOU SHALL LOSE THESE ADVANTAGES NOT ONCE ONLY, BUT OFTEN." 
47. NOW WHEN MOSES HAD ENCOURAGED JOSHUA TO LEAD OUT THE ARMY AGAINST THE CANAANITES, BY TELLING HIM THAT GOD WOULD ASSIST HIM IN ALL HIS UNDERTAKINGS, AND HAD BLESSED THE WHOLE MULTITUDE, HE SAID, "SINCE I AM GOING TO MY FOREFATHERS, AND GOD HAS DETERMINED THAT THIS SHOULD BE THE DAY OF MY DEPARTURE TO THEM, I RETURN HIM THANKS WHILE I AM STILL ALIVE AND PRESENT WITH YOU, FOR THAT PROVIDENCE HE HATH EXERCISED OVER YOU, WHICH HATH NOT ONLY DELIVERED US FROM THE MISERIES WE LAY UNDER, BUT HATH BESTOWED A STATE OF PROSPERITY UPON US; AS ALSO, THAT HE HATH ASSISTED ME IN THE PAINS I TOOK, AND IN ALL THE CONTRIVANCES I HAD IN MY CARE ABOUT YOU, IN ORDER TO BETTER YOUR CONDITION, AND HATH ON ALL OCCASIONS SHOWED HIMSELF FAVORABLE TO US; OR RATHER HE IT WAS WHO FIRST CONDUCTED OUR AFFAIRS, AND BROUGHT THEM TO A HAPPY CONCLUSION, BY MAKING USE OF ME AS A VICARIOUS GENERAL UNDER HIM, AND AS A MINISTER IN THOSE MATTERS WHEREIN HE WAS WILLING TO DO YOU GOOD: ON WHICH ACCOUNT I THINK IT PROPER TO BLESS THAT DIVINE POWER WHICH WILL TAKE CARE OF YOU FOR THE TIME TO COME, AND THIS IN ORDER TO REPAY THAT DEBT WHICH I OWE HIM, AND TO LEAVE BEHIND ME A MEMORIAL THAT WE ARE OBLIGED TO WORSHIP AND HONOR HIM, AND TO KEEP THOSE LAWS WHICH ARE THE MOST EXCELLENT GIFT OF ALL THOSE HE HATH ALREADY BESTOWED UPON US, OR WHICH, IF HE CONTINUE FAVORABLE TO US, HE WILL BESTOW UPON US HEREAFTER. CERTAINLY, A HUMAN LEGISLATOR IS A TERRIBLE ENEMY WHEN HIS LAWS ARE AFFRONTED, AND ARE MADE TO NO PURPOSE. AND MAY YOU NEVER EXPERIENCE THAT DISPLEASURE OF GOD WHICH WILL BE THE CONSEQUENCE OF THE NEGLECT OF THESE HIS LAWS, WHICH HE, WHO IS YOUR CREATOR [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], HATH GIVEN YOU." 
48. WHEN MOSES HAD SPOKEN THUS AT THE END OF HIS LIFE, AND HAD FORETOLD WHAT WOULD BEFALL TO EVERY ONE OF THEIR TRIBES AFTERWARD, WITH THE ADDITION OF A BLESSING TO THEM, THE MULTITUDE FELL INTO TEARS, INSOMUCH THAT EVEN THE WOMEN, BY BEATING THEIR BREASTS, MADE MANIFEST THE DEEP CONCERN THEY HAD WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO DIE. THE CHILDREN ALSO LAMENTED STILL MORE, AS NOT ABLE TO CONTAIN THEIR GRIEF; AND THEREBY DECLARED, THAT EVEN AT THEIR AGE THEY WERE SENSIBLE OF HIS VIRTUE AND MIGHTY DEEDS; AND TRULY THERE SEEMED TO BE A STRIFE BETWIXT THE YOUNG AND THE OLD WHO SHOULD MOST GRIEVE FOR HIM. THE OLD GRIEVED BECAUSE THEY KNEW WHAT A CAREFUL PROTECTOR THEY WERE TO BE DEPRIVED OF, AND SO LAMENTED THEIR FUTURE STATE; BUT THE YOUNG GRIEVED, NOT ONLY FOR THAT, BUT ALSO BECAUSE IT SO HAPPENED THAT THEY WERE TO BE LEFT BY HIM BEFORE THEY HAD WELL TASTED OF HIS VIRTUE. NOW ONE MAY MAKE A GUESS AT THE EXCESS OF THIS SORROW AND LAMENTATION OF THE MULTITUDE, FROM WHAT HAPPENED TO THE LEGISLATOR HIMSELF; FOR ALTHOUGH HE WAS ALWAYS PERSUADED THAT HE OUGHT NOT TO BE CAST DOWN AT THE APPROACH OF DEATH, SINCE THE UNDERGOING IT WAS AGREEABLE TO THE WILL OF GOD AND THE LAW OF NATURE, YET WHAT THE PEOPLE DID SO OVERBORE HIM, THAT HE WEPT HIMSELF. NOW AS HE WENT THENCE TO THE PLACE WHERE HE WAS TO VANISH OUT OF THEIR SIGHT, THEY ALL FOLLOWED AFTER HIM WEEPING; BUT MOSES BECKONED WITH HIS HAND TO THOSE THAT WERE REMOTE FROM HIM, AND BADE THEM STAY BEHIND IN QUIET, WHILE HE EXHORTED THOSE THAT WERE NEAR TO HIM THAT THEY WOULD NOT RENDER HIS DEPARTURE SO LAMENTABLE. WHEREUPON THEY THOUGHT THEY OUGHT TO GRANT HIM THAT FAVOR, TO LET HIM DEPART ACCORDING AS HE HIMSELF DESIRED; SO, THEY RESTRAINED THEMSELVES, THOUGH WEEPING STILL TOWARDS ONE ANOTHER. ALL THOSE WHO ACCOMPANIED HIM WERE THE SENATE, AND ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST, AND JOSHUA THEIR COMMANDER. NOW AS SOON AS THEY WERE COME TO THE MOUNTAIN CALLED ABARIM, (WHICH IS A VERY HIGH MOUNTAIN, SITUATE OVER AGAINST JERICHO, AND ONE THAT AFFORDS, TO SUCH AS ARE UPON IT, A PROSPECT OF THE GREATEST PART OF THE EXCELLENT LAND OF CANAAN,) HE DISMISSED THE SENATE; AND AS HE WAS GOING TO EMBRACE ELEAZAR AND JOSHUA, AND WAS STILL DISCOURSING WITH THEM, A CLOUD STOOD OVER HIM ON THE SUDDEN, AND HE DISAPPEARED IN A CERTAIN VALLEY, ALTHOUGH HE WROTE IN THE HOLY BOOKS THAT HE DIED, WHICH WAS DONE OUT OF FEAR, LEST THEY SHOULD VENTURE TO SAY THAT, BECAUSE OF HIS EXTRAORDINARY VIRTUE, HE WENT TO GOD. 
49. NOW MOSES LIVED IN ALL ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS; A THIRD PART OF WHICH TIME, ABATING ONE MONTH, HE WAS THE PEOPLE'S RULER; AND HE DIED ON THE LAST MONTH OF THE YEAR, WHICH IS CALLED BY THE MACEDONIANS DYSTRUS, BUT BY US ADAR, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH. HE WAS ONE THAT EXCEEDED ALL MEN THAT EVER WERE IN UNDERSTANDING, AND MADE THE BEST USE OF WHAT THAT UNDERSTANDING SUGGESTED TO HIM. HE HAD A VERY GRACEFUL WAY OF SPEAKING AND ADDRESSING HIMSELF TO THE MULTITUDE; AND AS TO HIS OTHER QUALIFICATIONS, HE HAD SUCH A FULL COMMAND OF HIS PASSIONS, AS IF HE HARDLY HAD ANY SUCH IN HIS SOUL, AND ONLY KNEW THEM BY THEIR NAMES, AS RATHER PERCEIVING THEM IN OTHER MEN THAN IN HIMSELF. HE WAS ALSO SUCH A GENERAL OF AN ARMY AS IS SELDOM SEEN, AS WELL AS SUCH A PROPHET AS WAS NEVER KNOWN, AND THIS TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT WHATSOEVER HE PRONOUNCED, YOU WOULD THINK YOU HEARD THE VOICE OF GOD HIMSELF. SO, THE PEOPLE MOURNED FOR HIM THIRTY DAYS: NOR DID EVER ANY GRIEF SO DEEPLY AFFECT THE HEBREWS AS DID THIS UPON THE DEATH OF MOSES: NOR WERE THOSE THAT HAD EXPERIENCED HIS CONDUCT THE ONLY PERSONS THAT DESIRED HIM, BUT THOSE ALSO THAT PERUSED THE LAWS HE LEFT BEHIND HIM HAD A STRONG DESIRE AFTER HIM, AND BY THEM GATHERED THE EXTRAORDINARY VIRTUE HE WAS MASTER OF. AND THIS SHALL SUFFICE FOR THE DECLARATION OF THE MANNER OF THE DEATH OF MOSES.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK V
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF FOUR HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SIX YEARS FROM THE DEATH OF MOSES TO THE DEATH OF ELI
CHAPTER 1. HOW JOSHUA, THE COMMANDER OF THE HEBREWS, MADE WAR WITH THE CANAANITES, AND OVERCAME THEM, AND DESTROYED THEM, AND DIVIDED THEIR LAND BY LOT TO THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. 
1. WHEN MOSES WAS TAKEN AWAY FROM AMONG MEN, IN THE MANNER ALREADY DESCRIBED, AND WHEN ALL THE SOLEMNITIES BELONGING TO THE MOURNING FOR HIM WERE FINISHED, AND THE SORROW FOR HIM WAS OVER, JOSHUA COMMANDED THE MULTITUDE TO GET THEMSELVES READY FOR AN EXPEDITION. HE ALSO SENT SPIES TO JERICHO TO DISCOVER WHAT FORCES THEY HAD, AND WHAT WERE THEIR INTENTIONS; BUT HE PUT HIS CAMP IN ORDER, AS INTENDING SOON TO PASS OVER JORDAN AT A PROPER SEASON. AND CALLING TO HIM THE RULERS OF THE TRIBE OF REUBEN, AND THE GOVERNORS OF THE TRIBE OF GAD, AND [THE HALF TRIBE OF] MANASSEH, FOR HALF OF THIS TRIBE HAD BEEN PERMITTED TO HAVE THEIR HABITATION IN THE COUNTRY OF THE AMORITES, WHICH WAS THE SEVENTH PART OF THE LAND OF CANAAN, HE PUT THEM IN MIND WHAT THEY HAD PROMISED MOSES; AND HE EXHORTED THEM THAT, FOR THE SAKE OF THE CARE THAT MOSES HAD TAKEN OF THEM WHO HAD NEVER BEEN WEARY OF TAKING PAINS FOR THEM NO, NOT WHEN HE WAS DYING, AND FOR THE SAKE OF THE PUBLIC WELFARE, THEY WOULD PREPARE THEMSELVES, AND READILY PERFORM WHAT THEY HAD PROMISED; SO HE TOOK FIFTY THOUSAND OF THEM WHO FOLLOWED HIM, AND HE MARCHED FROM ABILA TO JORDAN, SIXTY FURLONGS. 
2. NOW WHEN HE HAD PITCHED HIS CAMP, THE SPIES CAME TO HIM IMMEDIATELY, WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THE WHOLE STATE OF THE CANAANITES; FOR AT FIRST, BEFORE THEY WERE AT ALL DISCOVERED, THEY TOOK A FULL VIEW OF THE CITY OF JERICHO WITHOUT DISTURBANCE, AND SAW WHICH PARTS OF THE WALLS WERE STRONG, AND WHICH PARTS WERE OTHERWISE, AND INDEED INSECURE, AND WHICH OF THE GATES WERE SO WEAK AS MIGHT AFFORD AN ENTRANCE TO THEIR ARMY. NOW THOSE THAT MET THEM TOOK NO NOTICE OF THEM WHEN THEY SAW THEM, AND SUPPOSED THEY WERE ONLY STRANGERS, WHO USED TO BE VERY CURIOUS IN OBSERVING EVERYTHING IN THE CITY, AND DID NOT TAKE THEM FOR ENEMIES; BUT AT EVEN THEY RETIRED TO A CERTAIN INN THAT WAS NEAR TO THE WALL, WHITHER THEY WENT TO EAT THEIR SUPPER; WHICH SUPPER WHEN THEY HAD DONE, AND WERE CONSIDERING HOW TO GET AWAY, INFORMATION WAS GIVEN TO THE KING AS HE WAS AT SUPPER, THAT THERE WERE SOME PERSONS COME FROM THE HEBREWS' CAMP TO VIEW THE CITY AS SPIES, AND THAT THEY WERE IN THE INN KEPT BY RAHAB, AND WERE VERY SOLICITOUS THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE DISCOVERED. SO, HE SENT IMMEDIATELY SOME TO THEM, AND COMMANDED TO CATCH THEM, AND BRING THEM TO HIM, THAT HE MIGHT EXAMINE THEM BY TORTURE, AND LEARN WHAT THEIR BUSINESS WAS THERE. AS SOON AS RAHAB UNDERSTOOD THAT THESE MESSENGERS WERE COMING, SHE HID THE SPIES UNDER STALKS OF FLAX, WHICH WERE LAID TO DRY ON THE TOP OF HER HOUSE; AND SAID TO THE MESSENGERS THAT WERE SENT BY THE KING, THAT CERTAIN UNKNOWN STRANGERS HAD SUPPED WITH HER A LITTLE BEFORE SUN-SETTING, AND WERE GONE AWAY, WHO MIGHT EASILY BE TAKEN, IF THEY WERE ANY TERROR TO THE CITY, OR LIKELY TO BRING ANY DANGER TO THE KING. SO, THESE MESSENGERS BEING THUS DELUDED BY THE WOMAN, AND SUSPECTING NO IMPOSITION, WENT THEIR WAYS, WITHOUT SO MUCH AS SEARCHING THE INN; BUT THEY IMMEDIATELY PURSUED THEM ALONG THOSE ROADS WHICH THEY MOST PROBABLY SUPPOSED THEM TO HAVE GONE, AND THOSE PARTICULARLY WHICH LED TO THE RIVER, BUT COULD HEAR NO TIDINGS OF THEM; SO, THEY LEFT OFF THE PAINS OF ANY FURTHER PURSUIT. BUT WHEN THE TUMULT WAS OVER, RAHAB BROUGHT THE MEN DOWN, AND DESIRED THEM AS SOON AS THEY SHOULD HAVE OBTAINED POSSESSION OF THE LAND OF CANAAN, WHEN IT WOULD BE IN THEIR POWER TO MAKE HER AMENDS FOR HER PRESERVATION OF THEM, TO REMEMBER WHAT DANGER SHE HAD UNDERGONE FOR THEIR SAKES; FOR THAT IF SHE HAD BEEN CAUGHT CONCEALING THEM, SHE COULD NOT HAVE ESCAPED A TERRIBLE DESTRUCTION, SHE AND ALL HER FAMILY WITH HER, AND SO BID THEM GO HOME; AND DESIRED THEM TO SWEAR TO HER TO PRESERVE HER AND HER FAMILY WHEN THEY SHOULD TAKE THE CITY, AND DESTROY ALL ITS INHABITANTS, AS THEY HAD DECREED TO DO; FOR SO FAR SHE SAID SHE HAD BEEN ASSURED BY THOSE DIVINE MIRACLES OF WHICH SHE HAD BEEN INFORMED. SO, THESE SPIES ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THEY OWED HER THANKS FOR WHAT SHE HAD DONE ALREADY, AND WITHAL SWORE TO REQUITE HER KINDNESS, NOT ONLY IN WORDS, BUT IN DEEDS. BUT THEY GAVE HER THIS ADVICE, THAT WHEN SHE SHOULD PERCEIVE THAT THE CITY WAS ABOUT TO BE TAKEN, SHE SHOULD PUT HER GOODS, AND ALL HER FAMILY, BY WAY OF SECURITY, IN HER INN, AND TO HANG OUT SCARLET THREADS BEFORE HER DOORS, [OR WINDOWS,] THAT THE COMMANDER OF THE HEBREWS MIGHT KNOW HER HOUSE, AND TAKE CARE TO DO HER NO HARM; FOR, SAID THEY, WE WILL INFORM HIM OF THIS MATTER, BECAUSE OF THE CONCERN THOU HAST HAD TO PRESERVE US: BUT IF ANY ONE OF THY FAMILY FALL IN THE BATTLE, DO NOT THOU BLAME US; AND WE BESEECH THAT GOD, BY WHOM WE HAVE SWORN, NOT THEN TO BE DISPLEASED WITH US, AS THOUGH WE HAD BROKEN OUR OATHS. SO, THESE MEN, WHEN THEY HAD MADE THIS AGREEMENT, WENT AWAY, LETTING THEMSELVES DOWN BY A ROPE FROM THE WALL, AND ESCAPED, AND CAME AND TOLD THEIR OWN PEOPLE WHATSOEVER THEY HAD DONE IN THEIR JOURNEY TO THIS CITY. JOSHUA ALSO TOLD ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST, AND THE SENATE, WHAT THE SPIES HAD SWORN TO RAHAB, WHO CONTINUED WHAT HAD BEEN SWORN. 
3. NOW WHILE JOSHUA, THE COMMANDER, WAS IN FEAR ABOUT THEIR PASSING OVER JORDAN, FOR THE RIVER RAN WITH A STRONG CURRENT, AND COULD NOT BE PASSED OVER WITH BRIDGES, FOR THERE NEVER HAD BEEN BRIDGES LAID OVER IT HITHERTO; AND WHILE HE SUSPECTED, THAT IF HE SHOULD ATTEMPT TO MAKE A BRIDGE, THAT THEIR ENEMIES WOULD NOT AFFORD HIM THEE TO PERFECT IT, AND FOR FERRY-BOATS THEY HAD NONE, - GOD PROMISED SO TO DISPOSE OF THE RIVER, THAT THEY MIGHT PASS OVER IT, AND THAT BY TAKING AWAY THE MAIN PART OF ITS WATERS. SO JOSHUA, AFTER TWO DAYS, CAUSED THE ARMY AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE TO PASS OVER IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING: - THE PRIESTS WENT FIRST OF ALL, HAVING THE ARK WITH THEM; THEN WENT THE LEVITES BEARING THE TABERNACLE AND THE VESSELS WHICH BELONGED TO THE SACRIFICES; AFTER WHICH THE ENTIRE MULTITUDE FOLLOWED, ACCORDING TO THEIR TRIBES, HAVING THEIR CHILDREN AND THEIR WIVES IN THE MIDST OF THEM, AS BEING AFRAID FOR THEM, LEST THEY SHOULD BE BORNE AWAY BY THE STREAM. BUT AS SOON AS THE PRIESTS HAD ENTERED THE RIVER FIRST, IT APPEARED FORDABLE, THE DEPTH OF THE WATER BEING RESTRAINED AND THE SAND APPEARING AT THE BOTTOM, BECAUSE THE CURRENT WAS NEITHER SO STRONG NOR SO SWIFT AS TO CARRY IT AWAY BY ITS FORCE; SO THEY ALL PASSED OVER THE RIVER WITHOUT FEAR, FINDING IT TO BE IN THE VERY SAME STATE AS GOD HAD FORETOLD HE WOULD PUT IT IN; BUT THE PRIESTS STOOD STILL IN THE MIDST OF THE RIVER TILL THE MULTITUDE SHOULD BE PASSED OVER, AND SHOULD GET TO THE SHORE IN SAFETY; AND WHEN ALL WERE GONE OVER, THE PRIESTS CAME OUT ALSO, AND PERMITTED THE CURRENT TO RUN FREELY AS IT USED TO DO BEFORE. ACCORDINGLY, THE RIVER, AS SOON AS THE HEBREWS WERE COME OUT OF IT, AROSE AGAIN PRESENTLY, AND CARNE TO ITS OWN PROPER MAGNITUDE AS BEFORE. 
4. SO THE HEBREWS WENT ON FARTHER FIFTY FURLONGS, AND PITCHED THEIR CAMP AT THE DISTANCE OF TEN FURLONGS FROM JERICHO; BUT JOSHUA BUILT AN ALTAR OF THOSE STONES WHICH ALL THE HEADS OF THE TRIBES, AT THE COMMAND OF THE PROPHETS, HAD TAKEN OUT OF THE DEEP, TO BE AFTERWARDS A MEMORIAL OF THE DIVISION OF THE STREAM OF THIS RIVER, AND UPON IT OFFERED SACRIFICE TO GOD; AND IN THAT PLACE CELEBRATED THE PASSOVER, AND HAD GREAT PLENTY OF ALL THE THINGS WHICH THEY WANTED HITHERTO; FOR THEY REAPED THE CORN OF THE CANAANITES, WHICH WAS NOW RIPE, AND TOOK OTHER THINGS AS PREY; FOR THEN IT WAS THAT THEIR FORMER FOOD, WHICH WAS MANNA, AND OF WHICH THEY HAD EATEN FORTY YEARS, FAILED THEM. 
5. NOW WHILE THE ISRAELITES DID THIS, AND THE CANAANITES DID NOT ATTACK THEM, BUT KEPT THEMSELVES QUIET WITHIN THEIR OWN WALLS, JOSHUA RESOLVED TO BESIEGE THEM; SO, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE FEAST [OF THE PASSOVER], THE PRIESTS CARRIED THE ARK ROUND ABOUT, WITH SOME PART OF THE ARMED MEN TO BE A GUARD TO IT. THESE PRIESTS WENT FORWARD, BLOWING WITH THEIR SEVEN TRUMPETS; AND EXHORTED THE ARMY TO BE OF GOOD COURAGE, AND WENT [A] ROUND ABOUT THE CITY, WITH THE SENATE FOLLOWING THEM; AND WHEN THE PRIESTS HAD ONLY BLOWN WITH THE TRUMPETS, FOR THEY DID NOTHING MORE AT ALL, THEY RETURNED TO THE CAMP. AND WHEN THEY HAD DONE THIS FOR SIX DAYS, ON THE SEVENTH JOSHUA GATHERED THE ARMED MEN AND ALL THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, AND TOLD THEM THESE GOOD TIDINGS, THAT THE CITY SHOULD NOW BE TAKEN, SINCE GOD WOULD ON THAT DAY GIVE IT THEM, BY THE FALLING DOWN OF THE WALLS, AND THIS OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, AND WITHOUT THEIR LABOR. HOWEVER, HE CHARGED THEM TO KILL EVERY ONE THEY SHOULD TAKE, AND NOT TO ABSTAIN FROM THE SLAUGHTER OF THEIR ENEMIES, EITHER FOR WEARINESS OR FOR PITY, AND NOT TO FALL ON THE SPOIL, AND BE THEREBY DIVERTED FROM PURSUING THEIR ENEMIES AS THEY RAN AWAY; BUT TO DESTROY ALL THE ANIMALS, AND TO TAKE NOTHING FOR THEIR OWN PECULIAR ADVANTAGE. HE COMMANDED THEM ALSO TO BRING TOGETHER ALL THE SILVER AND GOLD, THAT IT MIGHT BE SET APART AS FIRST-FRUITS UNTO GOD OUT OF THIS GLORIOUS EXPLOIT, AS HAVING GOTTEN THEM FROM THE CITY THEY FIRST TOOK; ONLY THAT THEY SHOULD SAVE RAHAB AND HER KINDRED ALIVE, BECAUSE OF THE OATH WHICH THE SPIES HAD SWORN TO HER. 
6. WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, AND HAD SET HIS ARMY IN ORDER, BE BROUGHT IT AGAINST THE CITY: SO THEY WENT ROUND THE CITY AGAIN, THE ARK GOING BEFORE THEM, AND THE PRIESTS ENCOURAGING THE PEOPLE TO BE ZEALOUS IN THE WORK; AND WHEN THEY HAD GONE ROUND IT SEVEN TIMES, AND HAD STOOD STILL A LITTLE, THE WALL FELL DOWN, WHILE NO INSTRUMENTS OF WAR, NOR ANY OTHER FORCE, WAS APPLIED TO IT BY THE HEBREWS. 
7. SO THEY ENTERED INTO JERICHO, AND SLEW ALL THE MEN THAT WERE THEREIN, WHILE THEY WERE AFFRIGHTED AT THE SURPRISING OVERTHROW OF THE WALLS, AND THEIR COURAGE WAS BECOME USELESS, AND THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO DEFEND THEMSELVES; SO THEY WERE SLAIN, AND THEIR THROATS CUT, SOME IN THE WAYS, AND OTHERS AS CAUGHT IN THEIR HOUSES; NOTHING AFFORDED THEM ASSISTANCE, BUT THEY ALL PERISHED, EVEN TO THE WOMEN AND THE CHILDREN; AND THE CITY WAS FILLED WITH DEAD BODIES, AND NOT ONE PERSON ESCAPED. THEY ALSO BURNT THE WHOLE CITY, AND THE COUNTRY ABOUT IT; BUT THEY SAVED ALIVE RAHAB, WITH HER FAMILY, WHO HAD FLED TO HER INN. AND WHEN SHE WAS BROUGHT TO HIM, JOSHUA OWNED TO HER THAT THEY OWED HER THANKS FOR HER PRESERVATION OF THE SPIES: SO, HE SAID HE WOULD NOT APPEAR TO BE BEHIND HER IN HIS BENEFACTION TO HER; WHEREUPON HE GAVE HER CERTAIN LANDS IMMEDIATELY, AND HAD HER IN GREAT ESTEEM EVER AFTERWARDS. 
8. AND IF ANY PART OF THE CITY ESCAPED THE FIRE, HE OVERTHREW IT FROM THE FOUNDATION; AND HE DENOUNCED A CURSE AGAINST ITS INHABITANTS, IF ANY SHOULD DESIRE TO REBUILD IT; HOW, UPON HIS LAYING THE FOUNDATION OF THE WALLS, HE SHOULD BE DEPRIVED OF HIS ELDEST SON; AND UPON FINISHING IT, HE SHOULD LOSE HIS YOUNGEST SON. BUT WHAT HAPPENED HEREUPON WE SHALL SPEAK OF HEREAFTER. 
9. NOW THERE WAS AN IMMENSE QUANTITY OF SILVER AND GOLD, AND BESIDES THOSE OF BRASS ALSO, THAT WAS HEAPED TOGETHER OUT OF THE CITY WHEN IT WAS TAKEN, NO ONE TRANSGRESSING THE DECREE, NOR PURLOINING FOR THEIR OWN PECULIAR ADVANTAGE; WHICH SPOILS JOSHUA DELIVERED TO THE PRIESTS, TO BE LAID UP AMONG THEIR TREASURES. AND THUS, DID JERICHO PERISH. 
10. BUT THERE WAS ONE ACHAR, THE SON [OF CHARMI, THE SON] OF ZEBEDIAS, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, WHO FINDING A ROYAL GARMENT WOVEN ENTIRELY OF GOLD, AND A PIECE OF GOLD THAT WEIGHED TWO HUNDRED SHEKELS; AND THINKING IT A VERY HARD CASE, THAT WHAT SPOILS HE, BY RUNNING SOME HAZARD, HAD FOUND, HE MUST GIVE AWAY, AND OFFER IT TO GOD, WHO STOOD IN NO NEED OF IT, WHILE HE THAT WANTED IT MUST GO WITHOUT IT, - MADE A DEEP DITCH IN HIS OWN TENT, AND LAID THEM UP THEREIN, AS SUPPOSING HE SHOULD NOT ONLY BE CONCEALED FROM HIS FELLOW SOLDIERS, BUT FROM GOD HIMSELF ALSO. 
11. NOW THE PLACE WHERE JOSHUA PITCHED HIS CAMP WAS CALLED GILGAL, WHICH DENOTES LIBERTY; FOR SINCE NOW THEY HAD PASSED OVER JORDAN, THEY LOOKED ON THEMSELVES AS FREED FROM THE MISERIES WHICH THEY HAD UNDERGONE FROM THE EGYPTIANS, AND IN THE WILDERNESS. 
12. NOW, A FEW DAYS AFTER THE CALAMITY THAT BEFELL JERICHO, JOSHUA SENT THREE THOUSAND ARMED MEN TO TAKE AI, A CITY SITUATE ABOVE JERICHO; BUT, UPON THE SIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF AI, WITH THEM THEY WERE DRIVEN BACK, AND LOST THIRTY-SIX OF THEIR MEN. WHEN THIS WAS TOLD THE ISRAELITES, IT MADE THEM VERY SAD, AND EXCEEDING DISCONSOLATE, NOT SO MUCH BECAUSE OF THE RELATION THE MEN THAT WERE DESTROYED BARE TO THEM, THOUGH THOSE THAT WERE DESTROYED WERE ALL GOOD MEN, AND DESERVED THEIR ESTEEM, AS BY THE DESPAIR IT OCCASIONED; FOR WHILE THEY BELIEVED THAT THEY WERE ALREADY, IN EFFECT, IN POSSESSION OF THE LAND, AND SHOULD BRING BACK THE ARMY OUT OF THE BATTLES WITHOUT LOSS, AS GOD HAD PROMISED BEFOREHAND, THEY NOW SAW UNEXPECTEDLY THEIR ENEMIES BOLD WITH SUCCESS; SO THEY PUT SACKCLOTH OVER THEIR GARMENTS, AND CONTINUED IN TEARS AND LAMENTATION ALL THE DAY, WITHOUT THE LEAST INQUIRY AFTER FOOD, BUT LAID WHAT HAD HAPPENED GREATLY TO HEART. 
13. WHEN JOSHUA SAW THE ARMY SO MUCH AFFLICTED, AND POSSESSED WITH FOREBODINGS OF EVIL AS TO THEIR WHOLE EXPEDITION, HE USED FREEDOM WITH GOD, AND SAID, "WE ARE NOT COME THUS FAR OUT OF ANY RASHNESS OF OUR OWN, AS THOUGH WE THOUGHT OURSELVES ABLE TO SUBDUE THIS LAND WITH OUR OWN WEAPONS, BUT AT THE INSTIGATION OF MOSES THY SERVANT FOR THIS PURPOSE, BECAUSE THOU HAST PROMISED US, BY MANY SIGNS, THAT THOU WOULDST GIVE US THIS LAND FOR A POSSESSION, AND THAT THOU WOULDST MAKE OUR ARMY ALWAYS SUPERIOR IN WAR TO OUR ENEMIES, AND ACCORDINGLY SOME SUCCESS HAS ALREADY ATTENDED UPON US AGREEABLY TO THY PROMISES; BUT BECAUSE WE HAVE NOW UNEXPECTEDLY BEEN FOILED, AND HAVE LOST SOME MEN OUT OF OUR ARMY, WE ARE GRIEVED AT IT, AS FEARING WHAT THOU HAST PROMISED US, AND WHAT MOSES FORETOLD US, CANNOT BE DEPENDED ON BY US; AND OUR FUTURE EXPECTATION TROUBLES US THE MORE, BECAUSE WE HAVE MET WITH SUCH A DISASTER IN THIS OUR FIRST ATTEMPT. BUT DO THOU, O LORD, FREE US FROM THESE SUSPICIONS, FOR THOU ART ABLE TO FIND A CURE FOR THESE DISORDERS, BY GIVING US VICTORY, WHICH WILL BOTH TAKE AWAY THE GRIEF WE ARE IN AT PRESENT, AND PREVENT OUR DISTRUST AS TO WHAT IS TO COME." 
14. THESE INTERCESSIONS JOSHUA PUT UP TO GOD, AS HE LAY PROSTRATE ON HIS FACE: WHEREUPON GOD ANSWERED HIM, THAT HE SHOULD RISE UP, AND PURIFY HIS HOST FROM THE POLLUTION THAT HAD GOT INTO IT; THAT "THINGS CONSECRATED TO ME HAVE BEEN IMPUDENTLY STOLEN FROM ME," AND THAT "THIS HAS BEEN THE OCCASION WHY THIS DEFEAT HAD HAPPENED TO THEM;" AND THAT WHEN THEY SHOULD SEARCH OUT AND PUNISH THE OFFENDER, HE WOULD EVER TAKE CARE THEY SHOULD HAVE THE VICTORY OVER THEIR ENEMIES. THIS JOSHUA TOLD THE PEOPLE; AND CALLING FOR ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST, AND THE MEN IN AUTHORITY, HE CAST LOTS, TRIBE BY TRIBE; AND WHEN THE LOT SHOWED THAT THIS WICKED ACTION WAS DONE BY ONE OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, HE THEN AGAIN PROPOSED THE LOT TO THE SEVERAL FAMILIES THERETO BELONGING; SO THE TRUTH OF THIS WICKED ACTION WAS FOUND TO BELONG TO THE FAMILY OF ZACHAR; AND WHEN THE INQUIRY WAS MADE MAN BY MAN, THEY TOOK ACHAR, WHO, UPON GOD'S REDUCING HIM TO A TERRIBLE EXTREMITY, COULD NOT DENY THE FACT: SO, HE CONFESSED THE THEFT, AND PRODUCED WHAT HE HAD TAKEN IN THE MIDST OF THEM, WHEREUPON HE WAS IMMEDIATELY PUT TO DEATH; AND ATTAINED NO MORE THAN TO BE BURIED IN THE NIGHT IN A DISGRACEFUL MANNER, AND SUCH AS WAS SUITABLE TO A CONDEMNED [DAMNED] MALEFACTOR. 
15. WHEN JOSHUA HAD THUS PURIFIED THE HOST, HE LED THEM AGAINST AI: AND HAVING BY NIGHT LAID AN AMBUSH ROUND ABOUT THE CITY, HE ATTACKED THE ENEMIES AS SOON AS IT WAS DAY; BUT AS THEY ADVANCED BOLDLY AGAINST THE ISRAELITES, BECAUSE OF THEIR FORMER VICTORY, HE MADE THEM BELIEVE HE RETIRED, AND BY THAT MEANS DREW THEM A GREAT WAY FROM THE CITY, THEY STILL SUPPOSING THAT THEY WERE PURSUING THEIR ENEMIES, AND DESPISED THEM, AS THOUGH THE CASE HAD BEEN THE SAME WITH THAT IN THE FORMER BATTLE; AFTER WHICH JOSHUA ORDERED HIS FORCES TO TURN ABOUT, AND PLACED THEM AGAINST THEIR FRONT. HE THEN MADE THE SIGNALS AGREED UPON TO THOSE THAT LAY IN AMBUSH, AND SO EXCITED THEM TO FIGHT; SO, THEY RAN SUDDENLY INTO THE CITY, THE INHABITANTS BEING UPON THE WALLS, NAY, OTHERS OF THEM BEING IN PERPLEXITY, AND COMING TO SEE THOSE THAT WERE WITHOUT THE GATES. ACCORDINGLY, THESE MEN TOOK THE CITY, AND SLEW ALL THAT THEY MET WITH; BUT JOSHUA FORCED THOSE THAT CAME AGAINST HIM TO COME TO A CLOSE FIGHT, AND DISCOMFITED THEM, AND MADE THEM RUN AWAY; AND WHEN THEY WERE DRIVEN TOWARDS THE CITY, AND THOUGHT IT HAD NOT BEEN TOUCHED, AS SOON AS THEY SAW IT WAS TAKEN, AND PERCEIVED IT WAS BURNT, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, THEY WANDERED ABOUT IN THE FIELDS IN A SCATTERED CONDITION, AND WERE NO WAY ABLE TO DEFEND THEMSELVES, BECAUSE THEY HAD NONE TO SUPPORT THEM. NOW WHEN THIS CALAMITY WAS COME UPON THE MEN OF AI, THERE WERE A GREAT NUMBER OF CHILDREN, AND WOMEN, AND SERVANTS, AND AN IMMENSE QUANTITY OF OTHER FURNITURE. THE HEBREWS ALSO TOOK HERDS OF CATTLE, AND A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY, FOR THIS WAS A RICH COUNTRY. SO, WHEN JOSHUA CAME TO GILGAL, HE DIVIDED ALL THESE SPOILS AMONG THE SOLDIERS. 
16. BUT THE GIBEONITES, WHO INHABITED VERY NEAR TO JERUSALEM, WHEN THEY SAW WHAT MISERIES HAD HAPPENED TO THE INHABITANTS OF JERICHO; AND TO THOSE OF AI, AND SUSPECTED THAT THE LIKE SORE CALAMITY WOULD COME AS FAR AS THEMSELVES, THEY DID NOT THINK FIT TO ASK FOR MERCY OF JOSHUA; FOR THEY SUPPOSED THEY SHOULD FIND LITTLE MERCY FROM HIM, WHO MADE WAR THAT HE MIGHT ENTIRELY DESTROY THE NATION OF THE CANAANITES; BUT THEY INVITED THE PEOPLE OF CEPHIRAH AND KIRIATHJEARIM, WHO WERE THEIR NEIGHBORS, TO JOIN IN LEAGUE WITH THEM; AND TOLD THEM THAT NEITHER COULD THEY THEMSELVES AVOID THE DANGER THEY WERE ALL IN, IF THE ISRAELITES SHOULD PREVENT THEM, AND SEIZE UPON THEM: SO, WHEN THEY HAD PERSUADED THEM, THEY RESOLVED TO ENDEAVOR TO ESCAPE THE FORCES OF THE ISRAELITES. ACCORDINGLY, UPON THEIR AGREEMENT TO WHAT THEY PROPOSED, THEY SENT AMBASSADORS TO JOSHUA TO MAKE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH HIM, AND THOSE SUCH OF THE CITIZENS AS WERE BEST APPROVED OF, AND MOST CAPABLE OF DOING WHAT WAS MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE MULTITUDE. NOW THESE AMBASSADORS THOUGHT IT DANGEROUS TO CONFESS THEMSELVES TO BE CANAANITES, BUT THOUGHT THEY MIGHT BY THIS CONTRIVANCE AVOID THE DANGER, NAMELY, BY SAYING THAT THEY BARE NO RELATION TO THE CANAANITES AT ALL, BUT DWELT AT A VERY GREAT DISTANCE FROM THEM: AND THEY SAID FURTHER, THAT THEY CAME A LONG WAY, ON ACCOUNT OF THE REPUTATION HE HAD GAINED FOR HIS VIRTUE; AND AS A MARK OF THE TRUTH OF WHAT THEY SAID, THEY SHOWED HIM THE HABIT THEY WERE IN, FOR THAT THEIR CLOTHES WERE NEW WHEN THEY CAME OUT, BUT WERE GREATLY WORN BY THE LENGTH OF THEE THEY HAD BEEN ON THEIR JOURNEY; FOR INDEED THEY TOOK TORN GARMENTS, ON PURPOSE THAT THEY MIGHT MAKE HIM BELIEVE SO. SO THEY STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THE PEOPLE, AND SAID THAT THEY WERE SENT BY THE PEOPLE OF GIBEON, AND OF THE CIRCUMJACENT CITIES, WHICH WERE VERY REMOTE FROM THE LAND WHERE THEY NOW WERE, TO MAKE SUCH A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH THEM, AND THIS ON SUCH CONDITIONS AS WERE CUSTOMARY AMONG THEIR FOREFATHERS; FOR WHEN THEY UNDERSTOOD THAT, BY THE FAVOR OF GOD, AND HIS GIFT TO THEM, THEY WERE TO HAVE THE POSSESSION OF THE LAND OF CANAAN BESTOWED UPON THEM, THEY SAID THAT THEY WERE VERY GLAD TO HEAR IT, AND DESIRED TO BE ADMITTED INTO THE NUMBER OF THEIR CITIZENS. THUS, DID THESE AMBASSADORS SPEAK; AND SHOWING THEM THE MARKS OF THEIR LONG JOURNEY, THEY ENTREATED THE HEBREWS TO MAKE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH THEM. ACCORDINGLY, JOSHUA, BELIEVING WHAT THEY SAID, THAT THEY WERE NOT OF THE NATION OF THE CANAANITES, ENTERED INTO FRIENDSHIP WITH THEM; AND ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST, WITH THE SENATE, SWORE TO THEM THAT THEY WOULD ESTEEM THEM THEIR FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES, AND WOULD ATTEMPT NOTHING THAT SHOULD BE UNFAIR AGAINST THEM, THE MULTITUDE ALSO ASSENTING TO THE OATHS THAT WERE MADE TO THEM. SO THESE MEN, HAVING OBTAINED WHAT THEY DESIRED, BY DECEIVING THE ISRAELITES, WENT HOME: BUT WHEN JOSHUA LED HIS ARMY TO THE COUNTRY AT THE BOTTOM OF THE MOUNTAINS OF THIS PART OF CANAAN, HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE GIBEONITES DWELT NOT FAR FROM JERUSALEM, AND THAT THEY WERE OF THE STOCK OF THE CANAANITES; SO HE SENT FOR THEIR GOVERNORS, AND REPROACHED THEM WITH THE CHEAT THEY HAD PUT UPON HIM; BUT THEY ALLEGED, ON THEIR OWN BEHALF, THAT THEY HAD NO OTHER WAY TO SAVE THEMSELVES BUT THAT, AND WERE THEREFORE FORCED TO HAVE RECOURSE TO IT. SO, HE CALLED FOR ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST, AND FOR THE SENATE, WHO THOUGHT IT RIGHT TO MAKE THEM PUBLIC SERVANTS, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BREAK THE OATH THEY HAD MADE TO THEM; AND THEY ORDAINED THEM TO BE SO. AND THIS WAS THE METHOD BY WHICH THESE MEN FOUND. SAFETY AND SECURITY UNDER THE CALAMITY THAT WAS READY TO OVERTAKE THEM. 
17. BUT THE KING OF JERUSALEM TOOK IT TO HEART THAT THE GIBEONITES HAD GONE OVER TO JOSHUA; SO, HE CALLED UPON THE KINGS OF THE NEIGHBORING NATIONS TO JOIN TOGETHER, AND MAKE WAR AGAINST THEM. NOW WHEN THE GIBEONITES SAW THESE KINGS, WHICH WERE FOUR, BESIDES THE KING OF JERUSALEM, AND PERCEIVED THAT THEY HAD PITCHED THEIR CAMP AT A CERTAIN FOUNTAIN NOT FAR FROM THEIR CITY, AND WERE GETTING READY FOR THE SIEGE OF IT, THEY CALLED UPON JOSHUA TO ASSIST THEM; FOR SUCH WAS THEIR CASE, AS TO EXPECT TO BE DESTROYED BY THESE CANAANITES, BUT TO SUPPOSE THEY SHOULD BE SAVED BY THOSE THAT CAME FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CANAANITES, BECAUSE OF THE LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP THAT WAS BETWEEN THEM. ACCORDINGLY, JOSHUA MADE HASTE WITH HIS WHOLE ARMY TO ASSIST THEM, AND MARCHING DAY AND NIGHT, IN THE MORNING HE FELL UPON THE ENEMIES AS THEY WERE GOING UP TO THE SIEGE; AND WHEN HE HAD DISCOMFITED THEM, HE FOLLOWED THEM, AND PURSUED THEM DOWN THE DESCENT OF THE HILLS. THE PLACE IS CALLED BETHHORON; WHERE HE ALSO UNDERSTOOD THAT GOD ASSISTED HIM, WHICH HE DECLARED BY THUNDER AND THUNDERBOLTS, AS ALSO BY THE FALLING OF HAIL LARGER THAN USUAL. MOREOVER, IT HAPPENED THAT THE DAY WAS LENGTHENED THAT THE NIGHT MIGHT NOT COME ON TOO SOON, AND BE AN OBSTRUCTION TO THE ZEAL OF THE HEBREWS IN PURSUING THEIR ENEMIES; INSOMUCH THAT JOSHUA TOOK THE KINGS, WHO WERE HIDDEN IN A CERTAIN CAVE AT MAKKEDAH, AND PUT THEM TO DEATH. NOW, THAT THE DAY WAS LENGTHENED AT THIS THEE, AND WAS LONGER THAN ORDINARY, IS EXPRESSED IN THE BOOKS LAID UP IN THE TEMPLE. 
18. THESE KINGS WHICH MADE WAR WITH, AND WERE READY TO FIGHT THE GIBEONITES, BEING THUS OVERTHROWN, JOSHUA RETURNED AGAIN TO THE MOUNTAINOUS PARTS OF CANAAN; AND WHEN HE HAD MADE A GREAT SLAUGHTER OF THE PEOPLE THERE, AND TOOK THEIR PREY, HE CAME TO THE CAMP AT GILGAL. AND NOW THERE WENT A GREAT FAME ABROAD AMONG THE NEIGHBORING PEOPLE OF THE COURAGE OF THE HEBREWS; AND THOSE THAT HEARD WHAT A NUMBER OF MEN WERE DESTROYED, WERE GREATLY AFFRIGHTED AT IT: SO THE KINGS THAT LIVED ABOUT MOUNT LIBANUS, WHO WERE CANAANITES, AND THOSE CANAANITES THAT DWELT IN THE PLAIN COUNTRY, WITH AUXILIARIES OUT OF THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES, PITCHED THEIR CAMP AT BEROTH, A CITY OF THE UPPER GALILEE, NOT FAR FROM CADESH, WHICH IS ITSELF ALSO A PLACE IN GALILEE. NOW THE NUMBER OF THE WHOLE ARMY WAS THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND ARMED FOOTMEN, AND TEN THOUSAND HORSEMEN, AND TWENTY THOUSAND CHARIOTS; SO THAT THE MULTITUDE OF THE ENEMIES AFFRIGHTED BOTH JOSHUA HIMSELF AND THE ISRAELITES; AND THEY, INSTEAD OF BEING FULL OF HOPES OF GOOD SUCCESS, WERE SUPERSTITIOUSLY TIMOROUS, WITH THE GREAT TERROR WITH WHICH THEY WERE STRICKEN. WHEREUPON GOD UPBRAIDED THEM WITH THE FEAR THEY WERE IN, AND ASKED THEM WHETHER THEY DESIRED A GREATER HELP THAN HE COULD AFFORD THEM; AND PROMISED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD OVERCOME THEIR ENEMIES; AND WITHAL CHARGED THEM TO MAKE THEIR ENEMIES' HORSES USELESS, AND TO BURN THEIR CHARIOTS. SO, JOSHUA BECAME FULL OF COURAGE UPON THESE PROMISES OF GOD, AND WENT OUT SUDDENLY AGAINST THE ENEMIES; AND AFTER FIVE DAYS' MARCH HE CAME UPON THEM, AND JOINED BATTLE WITH THEM, AND THERE WAS A TERRIBLE FIGHT, AND SUCH A NUMBER WERE SLAIN AS COULD NOT BE BELIEVED BY THOSE THAT HEARD IT. HE ALSO WENT ON IN THE PURSUIT A GREAT WAY, AND DESTROYED THE ENTIRE ARMY OF THE ENEMIES, FEW ONLY EXCEPTED, AND ALL THE KINGS FELL IN THE BATTLE; INSOMUCH, THAT WHEN THERE WANTED MEN TO BE KILLED, JOSHUA SLEW THEIR HORSES, AND BURNT THEIR CHARIOTS AND PASSED ALL OVER THEIR COUNTRY WITHOUT OPPOSITION, NO ONE DARING TO MEET HIM IN BATTLE; BUT HE STILL WENT ON, TAKING THEIR CITIES BY SIEGE, AND AGAIN KILLING WHATEVER HE TOOK. 
19. THE FIFTH YEAR WAS NOW PAST, AND THERE WAS NOT ONE OF THE CANAANITES REMAINED ANY LONGER, EXCEPTING SOME THAT HAD RETIRED TO PLACES OF GREAT STRENGTH. SO JOSHUA REMOVED HIS CAMP TO THE MOUNTAINOUS COUNTRY, AND PLACED THE TABERNACLE IN THE CITY OF SHILOH, FOR THAT SEEMED A FIT PLACE FOR IT, BECAUSE OF THE BEAUTY OF ITS SITUATION, UNTIL SUCH THEE AS THEIR AFFAIRS WOULD PERMIT THEM TO BUILD A TEMPLE; AND FROM THENCE HE WENT TO SHECHEM, TOGETHER WITH ALL THE PEOPLE, AND RAISED AN ALTAR WHERE MOSES HAD BEFOREHAND DIRECTED; THEN DID HE DIVIDE THE ARMY, AND PLACED ONE HALF OF THEM ON MOUNT GERIZZIM, AND THE OTHER HALF ON MOUNT EBAL, ON WHICH MOUNTAIN THE ALTAR WAS; HE ALSO PLACED THERE THE TRIBE OF LEVI, AND THE PRIESTS. AND WHEN THEY HAD SACRIFICED, AND DENOUNCED THE [BLESSINGS AND THE] CURSES, AND HAD LEFT THEM ENGRAVEN UPON THE ALTAR, THEY RETURNED TO SHILOH. 
20. AND NOW JOSHUA WAS OLD, AND SAW THAT THE CITIES OF THE CANAANITES WERE NOT EASILY TO BE TAKEN, NOT ONLY BECAUSE THEY WERE SITUATE IN SUCH STRONG PLACES, BUT BECAUSE OF THE STRENGTH OF THE WALLS THEMSELVES, WHICH BEING BUILT ROUND ABOUT, THE NATURAL STRENGTH OF THE PLACES ON WHICH THE CITIES STOOD, SEEMED CAPABLE OF REPELLING THEIR ENEMIES FROM BESIEGING THEM, AND OF MAKING THOSE ENEMIES DESPAIR OF TAKING THEM; FOR WHEN THE CANAANITES HAD LEARNED THAT THE ISRAELITES CAME OUT OF EGYPT IN ORDER TO DESTROY THEM, THEY WERE BUSY ALL THAT TIME IN MAKING THEIR CITIES STRONG. SO, HE GATHERED THE PEOPLE TOGETHER TO A CONGREGATION AT SHILOH; AND WHEN THEY, WITH GREAT ZEAL AND HASTE, WERE COME THITHER, HE OBSERVED TO THEM WHAT PROSPEROUS SUCCESSES THEY HAD ALREADY HAD, AND WHAT GLORIOUS THINGS HAD BEEN DONE, AND THOSE SUCH AS WERE WORTHY OF THAT GOD WHO ENABLED THEM TO DO THOSE THINGS, AND WORTHY OF THE VIRTUE OF THOSE LAWS WHICH THEY FOLLOWED. HE TOOK NOTICE ALSO, THAT THIRTY-ONE OF THOSE KINGS THAT VENTURED TO GIVE THEM BATTLE WERE OVERCOME, AND EVERY ARMY, HOW GREAT SOEVER IT, WERE, THAT CONFIDED IN THEIR OWN POWER, AND FOUGHT WITH THEM, WAS UTTERLY DESTROYED; SO THAT NOT SO MUCH AS ANY OF THEIR POSTERITY REMAINED. AND AS FOR THE CITIES, SINCE SOME OF THEM WERE TAKEN, BUT THE OTHERS MUST BE TAKEN IN LENGTH OF THEE, BY LONG SIEGES, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF THE STRENGTH OF THEIR WALLS, AND OF THE CONFIDENCE THE INHABITANTS HAD IN THEM THEREBY, HE THOUGHT IT REASONABLE THAT THOSE TRIBES THAT CAME ALONG WITH THEM FROM BEYOND JORDAN, AND HAD PARTAKEN OF THE DANGERS THEY HAD UNDERGONE, BEING THEIR OWN KINDRED, SHOULD NOW BE DISMISSED AND SENT HOME, AND SHOULD HAVE THANKS FOR THE PAINS THEY HAD TAKEN TOGETHER WITH THEM. AS ALSO, HE THOUGHT IT REASONABLE THAT THEY SHOULD SEND ONE MAN OUT OF EVERY TRIBE, AND HE SUCH AS HAD THE TESTIMONY OF EXTRAORDINARY VIRTUE, WHO SHOULD MEASURE THE LAND FAITHFULLY, AND WITHOUT ANY FALLACY OR DECEIT SHOULD INFORM THEM OF ITS REAL MAGNITUDE. 
21. NOW JOSHUA, WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN TO THEM, FOUND THAT THE MULTITUDE APPROVED OF HIS PROPOSAL. SO, HE SENT MEN TO MEASURE THEIR COUNTRY, AND SENT WITH THEM SOME GEOMETRICIANS, WHO COULD NOT EASILY FAIL OF KNOWING THE TRUTH, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR SKILL IN THAT ART. HE ALSO GAVE THEM A CHARGE TO ESTIMATE THE MEASURE OF THAT PART OF THE LAND THAT WAS MOST FRUITFUL, AND WHAT WAS NOT SO GOOD: FOR SUCH IS THE NATURE OF THE LAND OF CANAAN, THAT ONE MAY SEE LARGE PLAINS, AND SUCH AS ARE EXCEEDING FIT TO PRODUCE FRUIT, WHICH YET, IF THEY WERE COMPARED TO OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY, MIGHT BE RECKONED EXCEEDINGLY FRUITFUL; YET, IF IT BE COMPARED WITH THE FIELDS ABOUT JERICHO, AND TO THOSE THAT BELONG TO JERUSALEM, WILL APPEAR TO BE OF NO ACCOUNT AT ALL; AND ALTHOUGH IT SO FALLS OUT THAT THESE PEOPLE HAVE BUT A VERY LITTLE OF THIS SORT OF LAND, AND THAT IT IS, FOR THE MAIN, MOUNTAINOUS ALSO, YET DOES IT NOT COME BEHIND OTHER PARTS, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS EXCEEDING GOODNESS AND BEAUTY; FOR WHICH REASON JOSHUA THOUGHT THE LAND FOR THE TRIBES SHOULD BE DIVIDED BY ESTIMATION OF ITS GOODNESS, RATHER THAN THE LARGENESS OF ITS MEASURE, IT OFTEN HAPPENING THAT ONE ACRE OF SOME SORT OF LAND WAS EQUIVALENT TO A THOUSAND OTHER ACRES. NOW THE MEN THAT WERE SENT, WHICH WERE IN NUMBER TEN, TRAVELED ALL ABOUT, AND MADE AN ESTIMATION OF THE LAND, AND IN THE SEVENTH MONTH CAME TO HIM TO THE CITY OF SHILOH, WHERE THEY HAD SET UP THE TABERNACLE. 
22. SO JOSHUA TOOK BOTH ELEAZAR AND THE SENATE, AND WITH THEM THE HEADS OF THE TRIBES, AND DISTRIBUTED THE LAND TO THE NINE TRIBES, AND TO THE HALF-TRIBE OF MANASSEH, APPOINTING THE DIMENSIONS TO BE ACCORDING TO THE LARGENESS OF EACH TRIBE. SO, WHEN HE HAD CAST LOTS, JUDAH HAD ASSIGNED HIM BY LOT THE UPPER PART OF JUDEA, REACHING AS FAR AS JERUSALEM, AND ITS BREADTH EXTENDED TO THE LAKE OF SODOM. NOW IN THE LOT OF THIS TRIBE THERE WERE THE CITIES OF ASKELON AND GAZA. THE LOT OF SIMEON, WHICH WAS THE SECOND, INCLUDED THAT PART OF IDUMEA WHICH BORDERED UPON EGYPT AND ARABIA. AS TO THE BENJAMITES, THEIR LOT FELL SO, THAT ITS LENGTH REACHED FROM THE RIVER JORDAN TO THE SEA, BUT IN BREADTH IT WAS BOUNDED BY JERUSALEM AND BETHEL; AND THIS LOT WAS THE NARROWEST OF ALL, BY REASON OF THE GOODNESS OF THE LAND, FOR IT INCLUDED JERICHO AND THE CITY OF JERUSALEM. THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM HAD BY LOT THE LAND THAT EXTENDED IN LENGTH FROM THE RIVER JORDAN TO GEZER; BUT IN BREADTH AS FAR AS FROM BETHEL, TILL IT ENDED AT THE GREAT PLAIN. THE HALF-TRIBE OF MANASSEH HAD THE LAND FROM JORDAN TO THE CITY OF DORA; BUT ITS BREADTH WAS AT BETHSHAM, WHICH IS NOW CALLED SCYTHOPOLIS. AND AFTER THESE WAS ISSACHAR, WHICH HAD ITS LIMITS IN LENGTH, MOUNT CARMEL AND THE RIVER, BUT ITS LIMIT IN BREADTH WAS MOUNT TABOR. THE TRIBE OF ZEBULON'S LOT INCLUDED THE LAND WHICH LAY AS FAR AS THE LAKE OF GENESARETH, AND THAT WHICH BELONGED TO CARMEL AND THE SEA. THE TRIBE OF ASER HAD THAT PART WHICH WAS CALLED THE VALLEY, FOR SUCH IT WAS, AND ALL THAT PART WHICH LAY OVER-AGAINST SIDON. THE CITY ARCE BELONGED TO THEIR SHARE, WHICH IS ALSO NAMED ACTIPUS. THE NAPHTHALITES RECEIVED THE EASTERN PARTS, AS FAR AS THE CITY OF DAMASCUS AND THE UPPER GALILEE, UNTO MOUNT LIBANUS, AND THE FOUNTAINS OF JORDAN, WHICH RISE OUT OF THAT MOUNTAIN; THAT IS, OUT OF THAT PART OF IT WHOSE LIMITS BELONG TO THE NEIGHBORING CITY OF ARCE. THE DANITES' LOT INCLUDED ALL THAT PART OF THE VALLEY WHICH RESPECTS THE SUN-SETTING, AND WERE BOUNDED BY AZOTUS AND DORA; AS ALSO THEY HAD ALL JAMNIA AND GATH, FROM EKRON TO THAT MOUNTAIN WHERE THE TRIBE OF JUDAH BEGINS. 
23. AFTER THIS MANNER DID JOSHUA DIVIDE THE SIX NATIONS THAT BEAR THE NAME OF THE SONS OF CANAAN, WITH THEIR LAND, TO BE POSSESSED BY THE NINE TRIBES AND A HALF; FOR MOSES HAD PREVENTED HIM, AND HAD ALREADY DISTRIBUTED THE LAND OF THE AMORITES, WHICH ITSELF WAS SO CALLED ALSO FROM ONE OF THE SONS OF CANAAN, TO THE TWO TRIBES AND A HALF, AS WE HAVE SHOWN ALREADY. BUT THE PARTS ABOUT SIDON, AS ALSO THOSE THAT BELONGED TO THE ARKITES, AND THE AMATHITES, AND THE ARADIANS, WERE NOT YET REGULARLY DISPOSED OF. 
24. BUT NOW WAS JOSHUA HINDERED BY HIS AGE FROM EXECUTING WHAT HE INTENDED TO DO (AS DID THOSE THAT SUCCEEDED HIM IN THE GOVERNMENT, TAKE LITTLE CARE OF WHAT WAS FOR THE ADVANTAGE OF THE PUBLIC); SO HE GAVE IT IN CHARGE TO EVERY TRIBE TO LEAVE NO REMAINDER OF THE RACE OF THE CANAANITES IN THE LAND THAT HAD BEEN DIVIDED TO THEM BY LOT; THAT MOSES HAD ASSURED THEM BEFOREHAND, AND THEY MIGHT REST FULLY SATISFIED ABOUT IT, THAT THEIR OWN SECURITY AND THEIR OBSERVATION OF THEIR OWN LAWS DEPENDED WHOLLY UPON IT. MOREOVER, HE ENJOINED THEM TO GIVE THIRTY-EIGHT CITIES TO THE LEVITES, FOR THEY HAD ALREADY RECEIVED TEN IN THE COUNTRY OF THE AMORITES; AND THREE OF THESE HE ASSIGNED TO THOSE THAT FLED FROM THE MAN-SLAYERS, WHO WERE TO INHABIT THERE; FOR HE WAS VERY SOLICITOUS THAT NOTHING SHOULD BE NEGLECTED WHICH MOSES HAD ORDAINED. THESE CITIES WERE, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, HEBRON; OF THAT OF EPHRAIM, SHECHEM; AND OF THAT OF NAPHTHALI, CADESH, WHICH IS A PLACE OF THE UPPER GALILEE. HE ALSO DISTRIBUTED AMONG THEM THE REST OF THE PREY NOT YET DISTRIBUTED, WHICH WAS VERY GREAT; WHEREBY THEY HAD AN AFFLUENCE OF GREAT RICHES, BOTH ALL IN GENERAL, AND EVERY ONE IN PARTICULAR; AND THIS OF GOLD AND OF VESTMENTS, AND OF OTHER FURNITURE, BESIDES A MULTITUDE OF CATTLE, WHOSE NUMBER COULD NOT BE TOLD. 
25. AFTER THIS WAS OVER, HE GATHERED THE ARMY TOGETHER TO A CONGREGATION, AND SPOKE THUS TO THOSE TRIBES THAT HAD THEIR SETTLEMENT IN THE LAND OF THE AMORITES BEYOND JORDAN, - FOR FIFTY THOUSAND OF THEM HAD ARMED THEMSELVES, AND HAD GONE TO THE WAR ALONG WITH THEM: - "SINCE THAT GOD, WHO IS THE FATHER AND LORD OF THE HEBREW NATION, HAS NOW GIVEN US THIS LAND FOR A POSSESSION, AND PROMISED TO PRESERVE US IN THE ENJOYMENT OF IT AS OUR OWN FOR EVER; AND SINCE YOU HAVE WITH ALACRITY OFFERED YOURSELVES TO ASSIST US WHEN WE WANTED THAT ASSISTANCE ON ALL OCCASIONS, ACCORDING TO HIS COMMAND; IT IS BUT JUST, NOW ALL OUR DIFFICULTIES ARE OVER, THAT YOU SHOULD BE PERMITTED TO ENJOY REST, AND THAT WE SHOULD TRESPASS ON YOUR ALACRITY TO HELP US NO LONGER; THAT SO, IF WE SHOULD AGAIN STAND IN NEED OF IT, WE MAY READILY HAVE IT ON ANY FUTURE EMERGENCY, AND NOT TIRE YOU OUT SO MUCH NOW AS MAY MAKE YOU SLOWER IN ASSISTING US ANOTHER THEE. WE, THEREFORE, RETURN YOU OUR THANKS FOR THE DANGERS YOU HAVE UNDERGONE WITH US, AND WE DO IT NOT AT THIS THEE ONLY, BUT WE SHALL ALWAYS BE THUS DISPOSED; AND BE SO GOOD AS TO REMEMBER OUR FRIENDS, AND TO PRESERVE IN MIND WHAT ADVANTAGES WE HAVE HAD FROM THEM; AND HOW YOU HAVE PUT OFF THE ENJOYMENTS OF YOUR OWN HAPPINESS FOR OUR SAKES, AND HAVE LABORED FOR WHAT WE HAVE NOW, BY THE GOODWILL OF GOD, OBTAINED, AND RESOLVED NOT TO ENJOY YOUR OWN PROSPERITY TILL YOU HAD AFFORDED US THAT ASSISTANCE. HOWEVER, YOU HAVE, BY JOINING YOUR LABOR WITH OURS, GOTTEN GREAT PLENTY OF RICHES, AND WILL CARRY HOME WITH YOU MUCH PREY, WITH GOLD AND SILVER, AND, WHAT IS MORE THAN ALL THESE, OUR GOOD-WILL TOWARDS YOU, AND A MIND WILLINGLY DISPOSED TO MAKE A REQUITAL OF YOUR KINDNESS TO US, IN WHAT CASE SOEVER YOU SHALL DESIRE IT, FOR YOU HAVE NOT OMITTED ANY THING WHICH MOSES BEFOREHAND REQUIRED OF YOU, NOR HAVE YOU DESPISED HIM BECAUSE HE WAS DEAD AND GONE FROM YOU, SO THAT THERE IS NOTHING TO DIMINISH THAT GRATITUDE WHICH WE OWE TO YOU. WE THEREFORE DISMISS YOU JOYFUL TO YOUR OWN INHERITANCES; AND WE ENTREAT YOU TO SUPPOSE, THAT THERE IS NO LIMIT TO BE SET TO THE INTIMATE RELATION THAT IS BETWEEN US; AND THAT YOU WILL NOT IMAGINE, BECAUSE THIS RIVER IS INTERPOSED BETWEEN US, THAT YOU ARE OF A DIFFERENT RACE FROM US, AND NOT HEBREWS; FOR WE ARE ALL THE POSTERITY OF ABRAHAM, BOTH WE THAT INHABIT HERE, AND YOU THAT INHABIT THERE; AND IT IS THE SAME GOD THAT BROUGHT OUR FOREFATHERS AND YOURS INTO THE WORLD, WHOSE WORSHIP AND FORM OF GOVERNMENT WE ARE TO TAKE CARE OF, WHICH HE HAS ORDAINED, AND ARE MOST CAREFULLY TO OBSERVE; BECAUSE WHILE YOU CONTINUE IN THOSE LAWS, GOD WILL ALSO SHOW HIMSELF MERCIFUL AND ASSISTING TO YOU; BUT IF YOU IMITATE THE OTHER NATIONS, AND FORSAKE THOSE LAWS, HE WILL REJECT YOUR NATION." WHEN JOSHUA HAD SPOKEN THUS, AND SALUTED THEM ALL, BOTH THOSE IN AUTHORITY ONE BY ONE, AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE IN COMMON, HE HIMSELF STAID WHERE HE WAS; BUT THE PEOPLE CONDUCTED THOSE TRIBES ON THEIR JOURNEY, AND THAT NOT WITHOUT TEARS IN THEIR EYES; AND INDEED, THEY HARDLY KNEW HOW TO PART ONE FROM THE OTHER. 
26. NOW WHEN THE TRIBE OF REUBEN, AND THAT OF GAD, AND AS MANY OF THE MANASSITES AS FOLLOWED THEM, WERE PASSED OVER THE RIVER, THEY BUILT AN ALTAR ON THE BANKS OF JORDAN, AS A MONUMENT TO POSTERITY, AND A SIGN OF THEIR RELATION TO THOSE THAT SHOULD INHABIT ON THE OTHER SIDE. BUT WHEN THOSE ON THE OTHER SIDE HEARD THAT THOSE WHO HAD BEEN DISMISSED HAD BUILT AN ALTAR, BUT DID NOT HEAR WITH WHAT INTENTION THEY BUILT IT, BUT SUPPOSED IT TO BE BY WAY OF INNOVATION, AND FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF STRANGE GODS, THEY DID NOT INCLINE TO DISBELIEVE IT; BUT THINKING THIS DEFAMATORY REPORT, AS IF IT WERE BUILT FOR DIVINE WORSHIP, WAS CREDIBLE, THEY APPEARED IN ARMS, AS THOUGH THEY WOULD AVENGE THEMSELVES ON THOSE THAT BUILT THE ALTAR; AND THEY WERE ABOUT TO PASS OVER THE RIVER, AND TO PUNISH THEM FOR THEIR SUBVERSION OF THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY; FOR THEY DID NOT THINK IT FIT TO REGARD THEM ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR KINDRED OR THE DIGNITY OF THOSE THAT HAD GIVEN THE OCCASION, BUT TO REGARD THE WILL OF GOD, AND THE MANNER WHEREIN HE DESIRED TO BE WORSHIPPED; SO THESE MEN PUT THEMSELVES IN ARRAY FOR WAR. BUT JOSHUA, AND ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST, AND THE SENATE, RESTRAINED THEM; AND PERSUADED THEM FIRST TO MAKE TRIAL BY WORDS OF THEIR INTENTION, AND AFTERWARDS, IF THEY FOUND THAT THEIR INTENTION WAS EVIL, THEN ONLY TO PROCEED TO MAKE WAR UPON THEM. ACCORDINGLY, THEY SENT AS AMBASSADORS TO THEM PHINEAS THE SON OF ELEAZAR, AND TEN MORE PERSONS THAT WERE IN ESTEEM AMONG THE HEBREWS, TO LEARN OF THEM WHAT WAS IN THEIR MIND, WHEN, UPON PASSING OVER THE RIVER, THEY HAD BUILT AN ALTAR UPON ITS BANKS. AND AS SOON AS THESE AMBASSADORS WERE PASSED OVER, AND WERE COME TO THEM, AND A CONGREGATION WAS ASSEMBLED, PHINEAS STOOD UP AND SAID, THAT THE OFFENSE THEY HAD BEEN GUILTY OF WAS OF TOO HEINOUS A NATURE TO BE PUNISHED BY WORDS ALONE, OR BY THEM ONLY TO BE AMENDED FOR THE FUTURE; YET THAT THEY DID NOT SO LOOK AT THE HEINOUSNESS OF THEIR TRANSGRESSION AS TO HAVE RECOURSE TO ARMS, AND TO A BATTLE FOR THEIR PUNISHMENT IMMEDIATELY, BUT THAT, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR KINDRED, AND THE PROBABILITY THERE WAS THAT THEY MIGHT BE RECLAIMED, THEY TOOK THIS METHOD OF SENDING AN AMBASSAGE TO THEM: "THAT WHEN WE HAVE LEARNED THE TRUE REASONS BY WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN MOVED TO BUILD THIS ALTAR, WE MAY NEITHER SEEM TO HAVE BEEN TOO RASH IN ASSAULTING YOU BY OUR WEAPONS OF WAR, IF IT PROVE THAT YOU MADE THE ALTAR FOR JUSTIFIABLE REASONS, AND MAY THEN JUSTLY PUNISH YOU IF THE ACCUSATION PROVE TRUE; FOR WE CAN HARDLY HARDLY SUPPOSE THAT YOU, HAVE BEEN ACQUAINTED WITH THE WILL OF GOD AND HAVE BEEN HEARERS OF THOSE LAWS WHICH HE HIMSELF HATH GIVEN US, NOW YOU ARE SEPARATED FROM US, AND GONE TO THAT PATRIMONY OF YOURS, WHICH YOU, THROUGH THE GRACE OF GOD, AND THAT PROVIDENCE WHICH HE EXERCISES OVER YOU, HAVE OBTAINED BY LOT, CAN FORGET HIM, AND CAN LEAVE THAT ARK AND THAT ALTAR WHICH IS PECULIAR TO US, AND CAN INTRODUCE STRANGE GODS, AND IMITATE THE WICKED PRACTICES OF THE CANAANITES. NOW THIS WILL APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN A SMALL CRIME IF YOU REPENT NOW, AND PROCEED NO FURTHER IN YOUR MADNESS, BUT PAY A DUE REVERENCE TO, AND KEEP IN MIND THE LAWS OF YOUR COUNTRY; BUT IF YOU PERSIST IN YOUR SINS, WE WILL NOT GRUDGE OUR PAINS TO PRESERVE OUR LAWS; BUT WE WILL PASS OVER JORDAN AND DEFEND THEM, AND DEFEND GOD ALSO, AND SHALL ESTEEM OF YOU AS OF MEN NO WAY DIFFERING FROM THE CANAANITES, BUT SHALL DESTROY YOU IN THE LIKE MANNER AS WE DESTROYED THEM; FOR DO NOT YOU IMAGINE THAT, BECAUSE YOU ARE GOT OVER THE RIVER, YOU ARE GOT OUT OF THE REACH OF GOD'S POWER; YOU ARE EVERY WHERE IN PLACES THAT BELONG TO HIM, AND IMPOSSIBLE IT IS TO OVERRUN HIS POWER, AND THE PUNISHMENT HE WILL BRING ON MEN THEREBY: BUT IF YOU THINK THAT YOUR SETTLEMENT HERE WILL BE ANY OBSTRUCTION TO YOUR CONVERSION TO WHAT IS GOOD, NOTHING NEED HINDER US FROM DIVIDING THE LAND ANEW, AND LEAVING THIS OLD LAND TO BE FOR THE FEEDING OF SHEEP; BUT YOU WILL DO WELL TO RETURN TO YOUR DUTY, AND TO LEAVE OFF THESE NEW CRIMES; AND WE BESEECH YOU, BY YOUR CHILDREN AND WIVES, NOT TO FORCE US TO PUNISH YOU. TAKE THEREFORE SUCH MEASURES IN THIS ASSEMBLY, AS SUPPOSING THAT YOUR OWN SAFETY, AND THE SAFETY OF THOSE THAT ARE DEAREST TO YOU, IS THEREIN CONCERNED, AND BELIEVE THAT IT IS BETTER FOR YOU TO BE CONQUERED BY WORDS, THAN TO CONTINUE IN YOUR PURPOSE, AND TO EXPERIENCE DEEDS AND WAR THEREFORE." 
27. WHEN PHINEAS HAD DISCOURSED THUS, THE GOVERNORS OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE, BEGAN TO MAKE AN APOLOGY FOR THEMSELVES, CONCERNING WHAT THEY WERE ACCUSED OF; AND THEY SAID, THAT THEY NEITHER WOULD DEPART FROM THE RELATION THEY BARE TO THEM, NOR HAD THEY BUILT THE ALTAR BY WAY OF INNOVATION; THAT THEY OWNED ONE AND THE SAME COMMON GOD WITH ALL THE HEBREWS, AND THAT BRAZEN ALTAR WHICH WAS BEFORE THE TABERNACLE, ON WHICH THEY WOULD OFFER THEIR SACRIFICES; THAT AS TO THE ALTAR THEY HAD RAISED, ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH THEY WERE THUS SUSPECTED, IT WAS NOT BUILT FOR WORSHIP, "BUT THAT IT MIGHT BE A SIGN AND A MONUMENT OF OUR RELATION TO YOU FOR EVER, AND A NECESSARY CAUTION TO US TO ACT WISELY, AND TO CONTINUE IN THE LAWS OF OUR COUNTRY, BUT NOT A HANDLE FOR TRANSGRESSING THEM, AS YOU SUSPECT: AND LET GOD BE OUR AUTHENTIC WITNESS, THAT THIS WAS THE OCCASION OF OUR BUILDING THIS ALTAR: WHENCE WE BEG YOU WILL HAVE A BETTER OPINION OF US, AND DO NOT IMPUTE SUCH A THING TO US AS WOULD RENDER ANY OF THE POSTERITY OF ABRAHAM WELL WORTHY OF PERDITION, IN CASE THEY ATTEMPT TO BRING IN NEW RITES, AND SUCH AS ARE DIFFERENT FROM OUR USUAL PRACTICES." 
28. WHEN THEY HAD MADE THIS ANSWER, AND PHINEAS HAD COMMENDED THEM FOR IT, HE CAME TO JOSHUA, AND EXPLAINED BEFORE THE PEOPLE WHAT ANSWER THEY HAD RECEIVED. NOW JOSHUA WAS GLAD THAT HE WAS UNDER NO NECESSITY OF SETTING THEM IN ARRAY, OR OF LEADING THEM TO SHED BLOOD, AND MAKE WAR AGAINST MEN OF THEIR OWN KINDRED; AND ACCORDINGLY, HE OFFERED SACRIFICES OF THANKSGIVING TO GOD FOR THE SAME. SO, JOSHUA AFTER THAT DISSOLVED THIS GREAT ASSEMBLY OF THE PEOPLE, AND SENT THEM TO THEIR OWN INHERITANCES, WHILE HE HIMSELF LIVED IN SHECHEM. BUT IN THE TWENTIETH YEAR AFTER THIS, WHEN HE WAS VERY OLD, HE SENT FOR THOSE OF THE GREATEST DIGNITY IN THE SEVERAL CITIES, WITH THOSE IN AUTHORITY, AND THE SENATE, AND AS MANY OF THE COMMON PEOPLE AS COULD BE PRESENT; AND WHEN THEY WERE COME, HE PUT THEM IN MIND OF ALL THE BENEFITS GOD HAD BESTOWED ON THEM, WHICH COULD NOT BUT BE A GREAT MANY, SINCE FROM A LOW ESTATE THEY WERE ADVANCED TO SO GREAT A DEGREE OF GLORY AND PLENTY; AND EXHORTED THEM TO TAKE NOTICE OF THE INTENTIONS OF GOD, WHICH HAD BEEN SO GRACIOUS TOWARDS THEM; AND TOLD THEM THAT THE DEITY WOULD CONTINUE THEIR FRIEND BY NOTHING ELSE BUT THEIR PIETY; AND THAT IT WAS PROPER FOR HIM, NOW THAT HE WAS ABOUT TO DEPART OUT OF THIS LIFE, TO LEAVE SUCH AN ADMONITION TO THEM; AND HE DESIRED THAT THEY WOULD KEEP IN MEMORY THIS HIS EXHORTATION TO THEM. 
29. SO JOSHUA, WHEN HE HAD THUS DISCOURSED TO THEM, DIED, HAVING LIVED A HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS; FORTY OF WHICH HE LIVED WITH MOSES, IN ORDER TO LEARN WHAT MIGHT BE FOR HIS ADVANTAGE AFTERWARDS. HE ALSO BECAME THEIR COMMANDER AFTER HIS DEATH FOR TWENTY-FIVE YEARS. HE WAS A MAN THAT WANTED NOT WISDOM NOR ELOQUENCE TO DECLARE HIS INTENTIONS TO THE PEOPLE, BUT VERY EMINENT ON BOTH ACCOUNTS. HE WAS OF GREAT COURAGE AND MAGNANIMITY IN ACTION AND IN DANGERS, AND VERY SAGACIOUS IN PROCURING THE PEACE OF THE PEOPLE, AND OF GREAT VIRTUE AT ALL PROPER SEASONS. HE WAS BURIED IN THE CITY OF TIMNAB, OF THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM ABOUT THE SAME TIME DIED ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST, LEAVING THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD TO HIS SON PHINEAS. HIS MONUMENT ALSO, AND SEPULCHER, ARE IN THE CITY OF GABATHA.
CHAPTER 2. HOW, AFTER THE DEATH OF JOSHUA THEIR COMMANDER, THE ISRAELITES TRANSGRESSED THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND EXPERIENCED GREAT AFFLICTIONS; AND WHEN THERE WAS A SEDITION ARISEN, THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN WAS DESTROYED EXCEPTING ONLY SIX HUNDRED MEN. 
1. AFTER THE DEATH OF JOSHUA AND ELEAZAR, PHINEAS PROPHESIED, THAT ACCORDING TO GOD'S WILL THEY SHOULD COMMIT THE GOVERNMENT TO THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, AND THAT THIS TRIBE SHOULD DESTROY THE RACE OF THE CANAANITES; FOR THEN THE PEOPLE WERE CONCERNED TO LEARN WHAT WAS THE WILL OF GOD. THEY ALSO TOOK TO THEIR ASSISTANCE THE TRIBE OF SIMEON; BUT UPON THIS CONDITION, THAT WHEN THOSE THAT HAD BEEN TRIBUTARY TO THE TRIBE OF JUDAH SHOULD BE SLAIN, THEY SHOULD DO THE LIKE FOR THE TRIBE OF SIMEON. 
2. BUT THE AFFAIRS OF THE CANAANITES WERE AT THIS THEE IN A FLOURISHING CONDITION, AND THEY EXPECTED THE ISRAELITES WITH A GREAT ARMY AT THE CITY BEZEK, HAVING PUT THE GOVERNMENT INTO THE HANDS OF ADONIBEZEK, WHICH NAME DENOTES THE LORD OF BEZEK, FOR ADONI IN THE HEBREW TONGUE SIGNIFIES LORD. NOW THEY HOPED TO HAVE BEEN TOO HARD FOR THE ISRAELITES, BECAUSE JOSHUA WAS DEAD; BUT WHEN THE ISRAELITES HAD JOINED BATTLE WITH THEM, I MEAN THE TWO TRIBES BEFORE MENTIONED, THEY FOUGHT GLORIOUSLY, AND SLEW ABOVE TEN THOUSAND OF THEM, AND PUT THE REST TO FLIGHT; AND IN THE PURSUIT THEY TOOK ADONIBEZEK, WHO, WHEN HIS FINGERS AND TOES WERE CUT OFF BY THEM, SAID, "NAY, INDEED, I WAS NOT ALWAYS TO LIE CONCEALED FROM GOD, AS I FIND BY WHAT I NOW ENDURE, WHILE I HAVE NOT BEEN ASHAMED TO DO THE SAME TO SEVENTY-TWO KINGS." SO THEY CARRIED HIM ALIVE AS FAR AS JERUSALEM; AND WHEN HE WAS DEAD, THEY BURIED HIM IN THE EARTH, AND WENT ON STILL IN TAKING THE CITIES: AND WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN THE GREATEST PART OF THEM, THEY BESIEGED JERUSALEM; AND WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN THE LOWER CITY, WHICH WAS NOT UNDER A CONSIDERABLE TIME, THEY SLEW ALL THE INHABITANTS; BUT THE UPPER CITY WAS NOT TO BE TAKEN WITHOUT GREAT DIFFICULTY, THROUGH THE STRENGTH OF ITS WALLS, AND THE NATURE OF THE PLACE. 3. FOR WHICH REASON THEY REMOVED THEIR CAMP TO HEBRON; AND WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN IT, THEY SLEW ALL THE INHABITANTS. THERE WERE TILL THEN LEFT THE RACE OF GIANTS, WHO HAD BODIES SO LARGE, AND COUNTENANCES SO ENTIRELY DIFFERENT FROM OTHER MEN, THAT THEY WERE SURPRISING TO THE SIGHT, AND TERRIBLE TO THE HEARING. THE BONES OF THESE MEN ARE STILL SHOWN TO THIS VERY DAY, UNLIKE TO ANY CREDIBLE RELATIONS OF OTHER MEN. NOW THEY GAVE THIS CITY TO THE LEVITES AS AN EXTRAORDINARY REWARD, WITH THE SUBURBS OF TWO THOUSAND CITIES; BUT THE LAND THERETO BELONGING THEY GAVE AS A FREE GIFT TO CALEB, ACCORDING TO THE INJUNCTIONS OF MOSES. THIS CALEB WAS ONE OF THE SPIES WHICH MOSES SENT INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN. THEY ALSO GAVE LAND FOR HABITATION TO THE POSTERITY OF JETHRO, THE MIDIANITE, WHO WAS THE FATHER-IN-LAW TO MOSES; FOR THEY HAD LEFT THEIR OWN COUNTRY, AND FOLLOWED THEM, AND ACCOMPANIED THEM IN THE WILDERNESS. 
4. NOW THE TRIBES OF JUDAH AND SIMEON TOOK THE CITIES WHICH WERE IN THE MOUNTAINOUS PART OF CANAAN, AS ALSO ASKELON AND ASHDOD, OF THOSE THAT LAY NEAR THE SEA; BUT GAZA AND EKRON ESCAPED THEM, FOR THEY, LYING IN A FLAT COUNTRY, AND HAVING A GREAT NUMBER OF CHARIOTS, SORELY GALLED THOSE THAT ATTACKED THEM. SO, THESE TRIBES, WHEN THEY WERE GROWN VERY RICH BY THIS WAR, RETIRED TO THEIR OWN CITIES, AND LAID ASIDE THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR. 
5. BUT THE BENJAMITES, TO WHOM BELONGED JERUSALEM, PERMITTED ITS INHABITANTS TO PAY TRIBUTE. SO, THEY ALL LEFT OFF, THE ONE TO KILL, AND THE OTHER TO EXPOSE THEMSELVES TO DANGER, AND HAD TIME TO CULTIVATE THE GROUND. THE REST OF THE TRIBES IMITATED THAT OF BENJAMIN, AND DID THE SAME; AND, CONTENTING THEMSELVES WITH THE TRIBUTES THAT WERE PAID THEM, PERMITTED THE CANAANITES TO LIVE IN PEACE. 
6. HOWEVER, THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM, WHEN THEY BESIEGED BETHEL, MADE NO ADVANCE, NOR PERFORMED ANY THING WORTHY OF THE TIME THEY SPENT, AND OF THE PAINS THEY TOOK ABOUT THAT SIEGE; YET DID THEY PERSIST IN IT, STILL SITTING DOWN BEFORE THE CITY, THOUGH THEY ENDURED GREAT TROUBLE THEREBY: BUT, AFTER SOME TIME, THEY CAUGHT ONE OF THE CITIZENS THAT CAME TO THEM TO GET NECESSARIES, AND THEY GAVE HIM SOME ASSURANCES THAT, IF HE WOULD DELIVER UP THE CITY TO THEM, THEY WOULD PRESERVE HIM AND HIS KINDRED; SO HE AWARE THAT, UPON THOSE TERMS, HE WOULD PUT THE CITY INTO THEIR HANDS. ACCORDINGLY, HE THAT, THUS BETRAYED THE CITY WAS PRESERVED WITH HIS FAMILY; AND THE ISRAELITES SLEW ALL THE INHABITANTS, AND RETAINED THE CITY FOR THEMSELVES. 
7. AFTER THIS, THE ISRAELITES GREW EFFEMINATE AS TO FIGHTING ANY MORE AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES, BUT APPLIED THEMSELVES TO THE CULTIVATION OF THE LAND, WHICH PRODUCING THEM GREAT PLENTY AND RICHES, THEY NEGLECTED THE REGULAR DISPOSITION OF THEIR SETTLEMENT, AND INDULGED THEMSELVES IN LUXURY AND PLEASURES; NOR WERE THEY ANY LONGER CAREFUL TO HEAR THE LAWS THAT BELONGED TO THEIR POLITICAL GOVERNMENT: WHEREUPON GOD WAS PROVOKED TO ANGER, AND PUT THEM IN MIND, FIRST, HOW, CONTRARY TO HIS DIRECTIONS, THEY HAD SPARED THE CANAANITES; AND, AFTER THAT, HOW THOSE CANAANITES, AS OPPORTUNITY SERVED, USED THEM VERY BARBAROUSLY. BUT THE ISRAELITES, THOUGH THEY WERE IN HEAVINESS AT THESE ADMONITIONS FROM GOD, YET WERE THEY STILL VERY UNWILLING TO GO TO WAR; AND SINCE THEY GOT LARGE TRIBUTES FROM THE CANAANITES, AND WERE INDISPOSED FOR TAKING PAINS BY THEIR LUXURY, THEY SUFFERED THEIR ARISTOCRACY TO BE CORRUPTED ALSO, AND DID NOT ORDAIN THEMSELVES A SENATE, NOR ANY OTHER SUCH MAGISTRATES AS THEIR LAWS HAD FORMERLY REQUIRED, BUT THEY WERE VERY MUCH GIVEN TO CULTIVATING THEIR FIELDS, IN ORDER TO GET WEALTH; WHICH GREAT INDOLENCE OF THEIRS BROUGHT A TERRIBLE SEDITION UPON THEM, AND THEY PROCEEDED SO FAR AS TO FIGHT ONE AGAINST ANOTHER, FROM THE FOLLOWING OCCASION: 
8. THERE WAS A LEVITE A MAN OF A VULGAR FAMILY, THAT BELONGED TO THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM, AND DWELT THEREIN: THIS MAN MARRIED A WIFE FROM BETHLEHEM, WHICH IS A PLACE BELONGING TO THE TRIBE OF JUDAH. NOW HE WAS VERY FOND OF HIS WIFE, AND OVERCOME WITH HER BEAUTY; BUT HE WAS UNHAPPY IN THIS, THAT HE DID NOT MEET WITH THE LIKE RETURN OF AFFECTION FROM HER, FOR SHE WAS AVERSE TO HIM, WHICH DID MORE INFLAME HIS PASSION FOR HER, SO THAT THEY QUARRELED ONE WITH ANOTHER PERPETUALLY; AND AT LAST THE WOMAN WAS SO DISGUSTED AT THESE QUARRELS, THAT SHE LEFT HER HUSBAND, AND WENT TO HER PARENTS IN THE FOURTH MONTH. THE HUSBAND BEING VERY UNEASY AT THIS HER DEPARTURE, AND THAT OUT OF HIS FONDNESS FOR HER, CAME TO HIS FATHER AND MOTHER-IN-LAW, AND MADE UP THEIR QUARRELS, AND WAS RECONCILED TO HER, AND LIVED WITH THEM THERE FOUR DAYS, AS BEING KINDLY TREATED BY HER PARENTS. ON THE FIFTH DAY HE RESOLVED TO GO HOME, AND WENT AWAY IN THE EVENING; FOR HIS WIFE'S PARENTS WERE LOATH TO PART WITH THEIR DAUGHTER, AND DELAYED THE TIME TILL THE DAY WAS GONE. NOW THEY HAD ONE SERVANT THAT FOLLOWED THEM, AND AN ASS ON WHICH THE WOMAN RODE; AND WHEN THEY WERE NEAR JERUSALEM, HAVING GONE ALREADY THIRTY FURLONGS, THE SERVANT ADVISED THEM TO TAKE UP THEIR LODGINGS SOME WHERE, LEST SOME MISFORTUNE SHOULD BEFALL THEM IF THEY TRAVELED IN THE NIGHT, ESPECIALLY SINCE THEY WERE NOT FAR OFF ENEMIES, THAT SEASON OFTEN GIVING REASON FOR SUSPICION OF DANGERS FROM EVEN SUCH AS ARE FRIENDS; BUT THE HUSBAND WAS NOT PLEASED WITH THIS ADVICE, NOR WAS HE WILLING TO TAKE UP HIS LODGING AMONG STRANGERS, FOR THE CITY BELONGED TO THE CANAANITES, BUT DESIRED RATHER TO GO TWENTY FURLONGS FARTHER, AND SO TO TAKE THEIR LODGINGS IN SOME ISRAELITE CITY. ACCORDINGLY, HE OBTAINED HIS PURPOSE, AND CAME TO GIBEAH, A CITY OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, WHEN IT WAS JUST DARK; AND WHILE NO ONE THAT LIVED IN THE MARKET-PLACE INVITED HIM TO LODGE WITH HIM, THERE CAME AN OLD MAN OUT OF THE FIELD, ONE THAT WAS INDEED OF THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM, BUT RESIDED IN GIBEAH, AND MET HIM, AND ASKED HIM WHO HE WAS, AND FOR WHAT REASON HE CAME THITHER SO LATE, AND WHY HE WAS LOOKING OUT FOR PROVISIONS FOR SUPPER WHEN IT WAS DARK? TO WHICH HE REPLIED, THAT HE WAS A LEVITE, AND WAS BRINGING HIS WIFE FROM HER PARENTS, AND WAS GOING HOME; BUT HE TOLD HIM HIS HABITATION WAS IN THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM: SO, THE OLD MAN, AS WELL BECAUSE OF THEIR KINDRED AS BECAUSE THEY LIVED IN THE SAME TRIBE, AND ALSO BECAUSE THEY HAD THUS ACCIDENTALLY MET TOGETHER, TOOK HIM IN TO LODGE WITH HIM. NOW CERTAIN YOUNG MEN OF THE INHABITANTS OF GIBEAH, HAVING SEEN THE WOMAN IN THE MARKET-PLACE, AND ADMIRING HER BEAUTY, WHEN THEY UNDERSTOOD THAT SHE LODGED WITH THE OLD MAN, CAME TO THE DOORS, AS CONTEMNING THE WEAKNESS AND FEWNESS OF THE OLD MAN'S FAMILY; AND WHEN THE OLD MAN DESIRED THEM TO GO AWAY, AND NOT TO OFFER ANY VIOLENCE OR ABUSE THERE, THEY DESIRED HIM TO YIELD THEM UP THE STRANGE WOMAN, AND THEN HE SHOULD HAVE NO HARM DONE TO HIM: AND WHEN THE OLD MAN ALLEGED THAT THE LEVITE WAS OF HIS KINDRED, AND THAT THEY WOULD BE GUILTY OF HORRID WICKEDNESS IF THEY SUFFERED THEMSELVES TO BE OVERCOME BY THEIR PLEASURES, AND SO OFFEND AGAINST THEIR LAWS, THEY DESPISED HIS RIGHTEOUS ADMONITION, AND LAUGHED HIM TO SCORN. THEY ALSO THREATENED TO KILL HIM IF HE BECAME AN OBSTACLE TO THEIR INCLINATIONS; WHEREUPON, WHEN HE FOUND HIMSELF IN GREAT DISTRESS, AND YET WAS NOT WILLING TO OVERLOOK HIS GUESTS, AND SEE THEM ABUSED, HE PRODUCED HIS OWN DAUGHTER TO THEM; AND TOLD THEM THAT IT WAS A SMALLER BREACH OF THE LAW TO SATISFY THEIR LUST UPON HER, THAN TO ABUSE HIS GUESTS, SUPPOSING THAT HE HIMSELF SHOULD BY THIS MEANS PREVENT ANY INJURY TO BE DONE TO THOSE GUESTS. WHEN THEY NO WAY ABATED OF THEIR EARNESTNESS FOR THE STRANGE WOMAN, BUT INSISTED ABSOLUTELY ON THEIR DESIRES TO HAVE HER, HE ENTREATED THEM NOT TO PERPETRATE ANY SUCH ACT OF INJUSTICE; BUT THEY PROCEEDED TO TAKE HER AWAY BY FORCE, AND INDULGING STILL MORE THE VIOLENCE OF THEIR INCLINATIONS, THEY TOOK THE WOMAN AWAY TO THEIR HOUSE, AND WHEN THEY HAD SATISFIED THEIR LUST UPON HER THE WHOLE NIGHT, THEY LET HER GO ABOUT DAYBREAK. SO SHE CAME TO THE PLACE WHERE SHE HAD BEEN ENTERTAINED, UNDER GREAT AFFLICTION AT WHAT HAD HAPPENED; AND WAS VERY SORROWFUL UPON OCCASION OF WHAT SHE HAD SUFFERED, AND DURST NOT LOOK HER HUSBAND IN THE FACE FOR SHAME, FOR SHE CONCLUDED THAT HE WOULD NEVER FORGIVE HER FOR WHAT SHE HAD DONE; SO SHE FELL DOWN, AND GAVE UP THE GHOST: BUT HER HUSBAND SUPPOSED THAT HIS WIFE WAS ONLY FAST ASLEEP, AND, THINKING NOTHING OF A MORE MELANCHOLY NATURE HAD HAPPENED, ENDEAVORED TO RAISE HER UP, RESOLVING TO SPEAK COMFORTABLY TO HER, SINCE SHE DID NOT VOLUNTARILY EXPOSE HERSELF TO THESE MEN'S LUST, BUT WAS FORCED AWAY TO THEIR HOUSE; BUT AS SOON AS HE PERCEIVED SHE WAS DEAD, HE ACTED AS PRUDENTLY AS THE GREATNESS OF HIS MISFORTUNES WOULD ADMIT, AND LAID HIS DEAD WIFE UPON THE BEAST, AND CARRIED HER HOME; AND CUTTING HER, LIMB BY LIMB, INTO TWELVE PIECES, HE SENT THEM TO EVERY TRIBE, AND GAVE IT IN CHARGE TO THOSE THAT CARRIED THEM, TO INFORM THE TRIBES OF THOSE THAT WERE THE CAUSES OF HIS WIFE'S DEATH, AND OF THE VIOLENCE THEY HAD OFFERED TO HER. 
9. UPON THIS THE PEOPLE WERE GREATLY DISTURBED AT WHAT THEY SAW, AND AT WHAT THEY HEARD, AS NEVER HAVING HAD THE EXPERIENCE OF SUCH A THING BEFORE; SO THEY GATHERED THEMSELVES TO SHILOH, OUT OF A PRODIGIOUS AND A JUST ANGER, AND ASSEMBLING IN A GREAT CONGREGATION BEFORE THE TABERNACLE, THEY IMMEDIATELY RESOLVED TO TAKE ARMS, AND TO TREAT THE INHABITANTS OF GIBEAH AS ENEMIES; BUT THE SENATE RESTRAINED THEM FROM DOING SO, AND PERSUADED THEM, THAT THEY OUGHT NOT SO HASTILY TO MAKE WAR UPON PEOPLE OF THE SAME NATION WITH THEM, BEFORE THEY DISCOURSED THEM BY WORDS CONCERNING THE ACCUSATION LAID AGAINST THEM; IT BEING PART OF THEIR LAW, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BRING AN ARMY AGAINST FOREIGNERS THEMSELVES, WHEN THEY APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN INJURIOUS, WITHOUT SENDING AN AMBASSAGE FIRST, AND TRYING THEREBY WHETHER THEY WILL REPENT OR NOT: AND ACCORDINGLY THEY EXHORTED THEM TO DO WHAT THEY OUGHT TO DO IN OBEDIENCE TO THEIR LAWS, THAT IS, TO SEND TO THE INHABITANTS OF GIBEAH, TO KNOW WHETHER THEY WOULD DELIVER UP THE OFFENDERS TO THEM, AND IF THEY DELIVER THEM UP, TO REST SATISFIED WITH THE PUNISHMENT OF THOSE OFFENDERS; BUT IF THEY DESPISED THE MESSAGE THAT WAS SENT THEM, TO PUNISH THEM BY TAKING, UP ARMS AGAINST THEM. ACCORDINGLY THEY SENT TO THE INHABITANTS OF GIBEAH, AND ACCUSED THE YOUNG MEN OF THE CRIMES COMMITTED IN THE AFFAIR OF THE LEVITE'S WIFE, AND REQUIRED OF THEM THOSE THAT HAD DONE WHAT WAS CONTRARY TO THE LAW, THAT THEY MIGHT BE PUNISHED, AS HAVING JUSTLY DESERVED TO DIE FOR WHAT THEY HAD DONE; BUT THE INHABITANTS OF GIBEAH WOULD NOT DELIVER UP THE YOUNG MEN, AND THOUGHT IT TOO REPROACHFUL TO THEM, OUT OF FEAR OF WAR, TO SUBMIT TO OTHER MEN'S DEMANDS UPON THEM; VAUNTING THEMSELVES TO BE NO WAY INFERIOR TO ANY IN WAR, NEITHER IN THEIR NUMBER NOR IN COURAGE. THE REST OF THEIR TRIBE WERE ALSO MAKING GREAT PREPARATION FOR WAR, FOR THEY WERE SO INSOLENTLY MAD AS ALSO TO RESOLVE TO REPEL FORCE BY FORCE. 
10. WHEN IT WAS RELATED TO THE ISRAELITES WHAT THE INHABITANTS OF GIBEAH HAD RESOLVED UPON, THEY TOOK THEIR OATH THAT NO ONE OF THEM WOULD GIVE HIS DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO A BENJAMITE, BUT MAKE WAR WITH GREATER FURY AGAINST THEM THAN WE HAVE LEARNED OUR FOREFATHERS MADE WAR AGAINST THE CANAANITES; AND SENT OUT PRESENTLY AN ARMY OF FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND AGAINST THEM, WHILE THE BENJAMITES' ARMY WAS TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND AND SIX HUNDRED; FIVE HUNDRED OF WHOM WERE EXCELLENT AT SLINGING STONES WITH THEIR LEFT HANDS, INSOMUCH THAT WHEN THE BATTLE WAS JOINED AT GIBEAH THE BENJAMITES BEAT THE ISRAELITES, AND OF THEM THERE FELL TWO THOUSAND MEN; AND PROBABLY MORE HAD BEEN DESTROYED HAD NOT THE NIGHT CAME ON AND PREVENTED IT, AND BROKEN OFF THE FIGHT; SO THE BENJAMITES RETURNED TO THE CITY WITH JOY, AND THE ISRAELITES RETURNED TO THEIR CAMP IN A GREAT FRIGHT AT WHAT HAD HAPPENED. ON THE NEXT DAY, WHEN THEY FOUGHT AGAIN, THE BENJAMITES BEAT THEM; AND EIGHTEEN THOUSAND OF THE ISRAELITES WERE SLAIN, AND THE REST DESERTED THEIR CAMP OUT OF FEAR OF A GREATER SLAUGHTER. SO, THEY CAME TO BETHEL, A CITY THAT WAS NEAR THEIR CAMP, AND FASTED ON THE NEXT DAY; AND BESOUGHT GOD, BY PHINEAS THE HIGH PRIEST, THAT HIS WRATH AGAINST THEM MIGHT CEASE, AND THAT HE WOULD BE SATISFIED WITH THESE TWO DEFEATS, AND GIVE THEM THE VICTORY AND POWER OVER THEIR ENEMIES. ACCORDINGLY, GOD PROMISED THEM SO TO DO, BY THE PROPHESYING OF PHINEAS. 
11. WHEN THEREFORE THEY HAD DIVIDED THE ARMY INTO TWO PARTS, THEY LAID THE ONE HALF OF THEM IN AMBUSH ABOUT THE CITY GIBEAH BY NIGHT, WHILE THE OTHER HALF ATTACKED THE BENJAMITES, WHO RETIRING UPON THE ASSAULT, THE BENJAMITES PURSUED THEM, WHILE THE HEBREWS RETIRED BY SLOW DEGREES, AS VERY DESIROUS TO DRAW THEM ENTIRELY FROM THE CITY; AND THE OTHER FOLLOWED THEM AS THEY RETIRED, TILL BOTH THE OLD MEN AND THE YOUNG MEN THAT WERE LEFT IN THE CITY, AS TOO WEAK TO FIGHT, CAME RUNNING OUT TOGETHER WITH THEM, AS WILLING TO BRING THEIR ENEMIES UNDER. HOWEVER, WHEN THEY WERE A GREAT WAY FROM THE CITY THE HEBREWS RAN AWAY NO LONGER, BUT TURNED BACK TO FIGHT THEM, AND LIFTED UP THE SIGNAL THEY HAD AGREED ON TO THOSE THAT LAY IN AMBUSH, WHO ROSE UP, AND WITH A GREAT NOISE FELL UPON THE ENEMY. NOW, AS SOON AS EVER THEY PERCEIVED THEMSELVES TO BE DECEIVED, THEY KNEW NOT WHAT TO DO; AND WHEN THEY WERE DRIVEN INTO A CERTAIN HOLLOW PLACE WHICH WAS IN A VALLEY, THEY WERE SHOT AT BY THOSE THAT ENCOMPASSED THEM, TILL THEY WERE ALL DESTROYED, EXCEPTING SIX HUNDRED, WHICH FORMED THEMSELVES INTO A CLOSE BODY OF MEN, AND FORCED THEIR PASSAGE THROUGH THE MIDST OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND FLED TO THE NEIGHBORING MOUNTAINS, AND, SEIZING UPON THEM, REMAINED THERE; BUT THE REST OF THEM, BEING ABOUT TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND, WERE SLAIN. THEN DID THE ISRAELITES BURN GIBEAH, AND SLEW THE WOMEN, AND THE MALES THAT WERE UNDER AGE; AND DID THE SAME ALSO TO THE OTHER CITIES OF THE BENJAMITES; AND, INDEED, THEY WERE ENRAGED TO THAT DEGREE, THAT THEY SENT TWELVE THOUSAND MEN OUT OF THE ARMY, AND GAVE THEM ORDERS TO DESTROY JABESH GILEAD, BECAUSE IT DID NOT JOIN WITH THEM IN FIGHTING AGAINST THE BENJAMITES. ACCORDINGLY, THOSE THAT WERE SENT SLEW THE MEN OF WAR, WITH THEIR CHILDREN AND WIVES, EXCEPTING FOUR HUNDRED VIRGINS. TO SUCH A DEGREE HAD THEY PROCEEDED IN THEIR ANGER, BECAUSE THEY NOT ONLY HAD THE SUFFERING OF THE LEVITE'S WIFE TO AVENGE, BUT THE SLAUGHTER OF THEIR OWN SOLDIERS. 
12. HOWEVER, THEY AFTERWARD WERE SORRY FOR THE CALAMITY THEY HAD BROUGHT UPON THE BENJAMITES, AND APPOINTED A FAST ON THAT ACCOUNT, ALTHOUGH THEY SUPPOSED THOSE MEN HAD SUFFERED JUSTLY FOR THEIR OFFENSE AGAINST THE LAWS; SO, THEY RECALLED BY THEIR AMBASSADORS THOSE SIX HUNDRED WHICH HAD ESCAPED. THESE HAD SEATED THEMSELVES ON A CERTAIN ROCK CALLED RIMMON, WHICH WAS IN THE WILDERNESS. SO THE AMBASSADORS LAMENTED NOT ONLY THE DISASTER THAT HAD BEFALLEN THE BENJAMITES, BUT THEMSELVES ALSO, BY THIS DESTRUCTION OF THEIR KINDRED; AND PERSUADED THEM TO TAKE IT PATIENTLY; AND TO COME AND UNITE WITH THEM, AND NOT, SO FAR AS IN THEM LAY, TO GIVE THEIR SUFFRAGE TO THE UTTER DESTRUCTION OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN; AND SAID TO THEM, "WE GIVE YOU LEAVE TO TAKE THE WHOLE LAND OF BENJAMIN TO YOURSELVES, AND AS MUCH PREY AS YOU ARE ABLE TO CARRY AWAY WITH YOU." SO, THESE MEN WITH SORROW CONFESSED, THAT WHAT HAD BEEN DONE WAS ACCORDING TO THE DECREE OF GOD, AND HAD HAPPENED FOR THEIR OWN WICKEDNESS; AND ASSENTED TO THOSE THAT INVITED THEM, AND CAME DOWN TO THEIR OWN TRIBE. THE ISRAELITES ALSO GAVE THEM THE FOUR HUNDRED VIRGINS OF JABESH GILEAD FOR WIVES; BUT AS TO THE REMAINING TWO HUNDRED, THEY DELIBERATED ABOUT IT HOW THEY MIGHT COMPASS WIVES ENOUGH FOR THEM, AND THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE CHILDREN BY THEM; AND WHEREAS THEY HAD, BEFORE THE WAR BEGAN, TAKEN AN OATH, THAT NO ONE WOULD GIVE HIS DAUGHTER TO WIFE TO A BENJAMITE, SOME ADVISED THEM TO HAVE NO REGARD TO WHAT THEY HAD SWORN, BECAUSE THE OATH HAD NOT BEEN TAKEN ADVISEDLY AND JUDICIOUSLY, BUT IN A PASSION, AND THOUGHT THAT THEY SHOULD DO NOTHING AGAINST GOD, IF THEY WERE ABLE TO SAVE A WHOLE TRIBE WHICH WAS IN DANGER OF PERISHING; AND THAT PERJURY WAS THEN A SAD AND DANGEROUS THING, NOT WHEN IT IS DONE OUT OF NECESSITY, BUT WHEN IT IS DONE WITH A WICKED INTENTION. BUT WHEN THE SENATE WERE AFFRIGHTED AT THE VERY NAME OF PERJURY, A CERTAIN PERSON TOLD THEM THAT HE COULD SHOW THEM A WAY WHEREBY THEY MIGHT PROCURE THE BENJAMITES WIVES ENOUGH, AND YET KEEP THEIR OATH. THEY ASKED HIM WHAT HIS PROPOSAL WAS. HE SAID, "THAT THREE TIMES IN A YEAR, WHEN WE MEET IN SHILOH, OUR WIVES AND OUR DAUGHTERS ACCOMPANY US: LET THEN THE BENJAMITES BE ALLOWED TO STEAL AWAY, AND MARRY SUCH WOMEN AS THEY CAN CATCH, WHILE WE WILL NEITHER INCITE THEM NOR FORBID THEM; AND WHEN THEIR PARENTS TAKE IT ILL, AND DESIRE US TO INFLICT PUNISHMENT UPON THEM, WE WILL TELL THEM, THAT THEY WERE THEMSELVES THE CAUSE OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED, BY NEGLECTING TO GUARD THEIR DAUGHTERS, AND THAT THEY OUGHT NOT TO BE OVER ANGRY AT THE BENJAMITES, SINCE THAT ANGER WAS PERMITTED TO RISE TOO HIGH ALREADY." SO, THE ISRAELITES WERE PERSUADED TO FOLLOW THIS ADVICE, AND DECREED, THAT THE BENJAMITES SHOULD BE ALLOWED THUS TO STEAL THEMSELVES WIVES. SO, WHEN THE FESTIVAL WAS COMING ON, THESE TWO HUNDRED BENJAMITES LAY IN AMBUSH BEFORE THE CITY, BY TWO AND THREE TOGETHER, AND WAITED FOR THE COMING OF THE VIRGINS, IN THE VINEYARDS AND OTHER PLACES WHERE THEY COULD LIE CONCEALED. ACCORDINGLY, THE VIRGINS CAME ALONG PLAYING, AND SUSPECTED NOTHING OF WHAT WAS COMING UPON THEM, AND WALKED AFTER AN UNGUARDED MANNER, SO THOSE THAT LAID SCATTERED IN THE ROAD, ROSE UP, AND CAUGHT HOLD OF THEM: BY THIS MEANS THESE BENJAMITES GOT THEM WIVES, AND FELL TO AGRICULTURE, AND TOOK GOOD CARE TO RECOVER THEIR FORMER HAPPY STATE. AND THUS, WAS THIS TRIBE OF THE BENJAMITES, AFTER THEY HAD BEEN IN DANGER OF ENTIRELY PERISHING, SAVED IN THE MANNER FORE MENTIONED, BY THE WISDOM OF THE ISRAELITES; AND ACCORDINGLY, IT PRESENTLY FLOURISHED, AND SOON INCREASED TO BE A MULTITUDE, AND CAME TO ENJOY ALL OTHER DEGREES OF HAPPINESS. AND SUCH WAS THE CONCLUSION OF THIS WAR.
CHAPTER 3. HOW THE ISRAELITES AFTER THIS MISFORTUNE GREW WICKED AND SERVED THE ASSYRIANS; AND HOW GOD DELIVERED THEM BY OTHNIEL, WHO RULED OVER THE FORTY YEARS. 
1. NOW IT HAPPENED THAT THE TRIBE OF DAN SUFFERED IN LIKE MANNER WITH THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN; AND IT CAME TO DO SO ON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING: - WHEN THE ISRAELITES HAD ALREADY LEFT OFF THE EXERCISE OF THEIR ARMS FOR WAR, AND WERE INTENT UPON THEIR HUSBANDRY, THE CANAANITES DESPISED THEM, AND BROUGHT TOGETHER AN ARMY, NOT BECAUSE THEY EXPECTED TO SUFFER BY THEM, BUT BECAUSE THEY HAD A MIND TO HAVE A SURE PROSPECT OF TREATING THE HEBREWS ILL WHEN THEY PLEASED, AND MIGHT THEREBY FOR THE TIME TO COME DWELL IN THEIR OWN CITIES THE MORE SECURELY; THEY PREPARED THEREFORE THEIR CHARIOTS, AND GATHERED THEIR SOLDIERY TOGETHER, THEIR CITIES ALSO COMBINED TOGETHER, AND DREW OVER TO THEM ASKELON AND EKRON, WHICH WERE WITHIN THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, AND MANY MORE OF THOSE THAT LAY IN THE PLAIN. THEY ALSO FORCED THE DANITES TO FLY INTO THE MOUNTAINOUS COUNTRY, AND LEFT THEM NOT THE LEAST PORTION OF THE PLAIN COUNTRY TO SET THEIR FOOT ON. SINCE THEN THESE DANITES WERE NOT ABLE TO FIGHT THEM, AND HAD NOT LAND ENOUGH TO SUSTAIN THEM, THEY SENT FIVE OF THEIR MEN INTO THE MIDLAND COUNTRY, TO SEEK FOR A LAND TO WHICH THEY MIGHT REMOVE THEIR HABITATION. SO THESE MEN WENT AS FAR AS THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF MOUNT LIBANUS, AND THE FOUNTAINS OF THE LESSER JORDAN, AT THE GREAT PLAIN OF SIDON, A DAY'S JOURNEY FROM THE CITY; AND WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN A VIEW OF THE LAND, AND FOUND IT TO BE GOOD AND EXCEEDING FRUITFUL, THEY ACQUAINTED THEIR TRIBE WITH IT, WHEREUPON THEY MADE AN EXPEDITION WITH THE ARMY, AND BUILT THERE THE CITY DAN, OF THE SAME NAME WITH THE SON OF JACOB, AND OF THE SAME NAME WITH THEIR OWN TRIBE. 
2. THE ISRAELITES GREW SO INDOLENT, AND UNREADY OF TAKING PAINS, THAT MISFORTUNES CAME HEAVIER UPON THEM, WHICH ALSO PROCEEDED IN PART FROM THEIR CONTEMPT OF THE DIVINE WORSHIP; FOR WHEN THEY HAD ONCE FALLEN OFF FROM THE REGULARITY OF THEIR POLITICAL GOVERNMENT, THEY INDULGED THEMSELVES FURTHER IN LIVING ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN PLEASURE, AND ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN WILL, TILL THEY WERE FULL OF THE EVIL DOINGS THAT WERE COMMON AMONG THE CANAANITES. GOD THEREFORE WAS ANGRY WITH THEM, AND THEY LOST THAT THEIR HAPPY STATE WHICH THEY HAD OBTAINED BY INNUMERABLE LABORS, BY THEIR LUXURY; FOR WHEN CHUSHAN, KING OF THE ASSYRIANS, HAD MADE WAR AGAINST THEM, THEY LOST MANY OF THEIR SOLDIERS IN THE BATTLE, AND WHEN THEY WERE BESIEGED, THEY WERE TAKEN BY FORCE; NAY, THERE WERE SOME WHO, OUT OF FEAR, VOLUNTARILY SUBMITTED TO HIM, AND THOUGH THE TRIBUTE LAID UPON THEM WAS MORE THAN THEY COULD BEAR, YET DID THEY PAY IT, AND UNDERWENT ALL SORT OF OPPRESSION FOR EIGHT YEARS; AFTER WHICH THEE THEY WERE FREED FROM THEM IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER: 
3. THERE WAS ONE WHOSE NAME WAS OTHNIEL, THE SON OF KENAZ, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, AN ACTIVE MAN AND OF GREAT COURAGE. HE HAD AN ADMONITION FROM GOD NOT TO OVERLOOK THE ISRAELITES IN SUCH A DISTRESS AS THEY WERE NOW IN, BUT TO ENDEAVOR BOLDLY TO GAIN THEM THEIR LIBERTY; SO WHEN HE HAD PROCURED SOME TO ASSIST HIM IN THIS DANGEROUS UNDERTAKING, (AND FEW THEY WERE, WHO, EITHER OUT OF SHAME AT THEIR PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, OR OUT OF A DESIRE OF CHANGING THEM, COULD BE PREVAILED ON TO ASSIST HIM,) HE FIRST OF ALL DESTROYED THAT GARRISON WHICH CHUSHAN HAD SET OVER THEM; BUT WHEN IT WAS PERCEIVED THAT HE HAD NOT FAILED IN HIS FIRST ATTEMPT, MORE OF THE PEOPLE CAME TO HIS ASSISTANCE; SO THEY JOINED BATTLE WITH THE ASSYRIANS, AND DROVE THEM ENTIRELY BEFORE THEM, AND COMPELLED THEM TO PASS OVER EUPHRATES. HEREUPON OTHNIEL, WHO HAD GIVEN SUCH PROOFS OF HIS VALOR, RECEIVED FROM THE MULTITUDE AUTHORITY TO JUDGE THE PEOPLE; AND WHEN HE HAD RULED OVER THEM FORTY YEARS, HE DIED.
CHAPTER 4. HOW OUR PEOPLE SERVED THE MOABITES EIGHTEEN YEARS, AND WERE THEN DELIVERED FROM SLAVERY BY ONE EHUD WHO RETAINED THE DOMINION EIGHTY YEARS. 
1. WHEN OTHNIEL WAS DEAD, THE AFFAIRS OF THE ISRAELITES FELL AGAIN INTO DISORDER: AND WHILE THEY NEITHER PAID TO GOD THE HONOR DUE TO HIM, NOR WERE OBEDIENT TO THE LAWS, THEIR AFFLICTIONS INCREASED, TILL EGLON, KING OF THE MOABITES, DID SO GREATLY DESPISE THEM ON ACCOUNT OF THE DISORDERS OF THEIR POLITICAL GOVERNMENT, THAT HE MADE WAR UPON THEM, AND OVERCAME THEM IN SEVERAL BATTLES, AND MADE THE MOST COURAGEOUS TO SUBMIT, AND ENTIRELY SUBDUED THEIR ARMY, AND ORDERED THEM TO PAY HIM TRIBUTE. AND WHEN HE HAD BUILT HIM A ROYAL PALACE AT JERICHO, HE OMITTED NO METHOD WHEREBY HE MIGHT DISTRESS THEM; AND INDEED, HE REDUCED THEM TO POVERTY FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS. BUT WHEN GOD HAD ONCE TAKEN PITY OF THE ISRAELITES, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR AFFLICTIONS, AND WAS MOVED TO COMPASSION BY THEIR SUPPLICATIONS PUT UP TO HIM, HE FREED THEM FROM THE HARD USAGE THEY HAD MET WITH UNDER THE MOABITES. THIS LIBERTY HE PROCURED FOR THEM IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER. 
2. THERE WAS A YOUNG MAN OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, WHOSE NAME WAS EHUD, THE SON OF GERA, A MAN OF VERY GREAT COURAGE IN BOLD UNDERTAKINGS, AND OF A VERY STRONG BODY, FIT FOR HARD LABOR, BUT BEST SKILLED IN USING HIS LEFT HAND, IN WHICH WAS HIS WHOLE STRENGTH; AND HE ALSO DWELT AT JERICHO. NOW THIS MAN BECAME FAMILIAR WITH EGLON, AND THAT BY MEANS OF PRESENTS, WITH WHICH HE OBTAINED HIS FAVOR, AND INSINUATED HIMSELF INTO HIS GOOD OPINION; WHEREBY HE WAS ALSO BELOVED OF THOSE THAT WERE ABOUT THE KING. NOW, WHEN ON A TIME HE WAS BRINGING PRESENTS TO THE KING, AND HAD TWO SERVANTS WITH HIM, HE PUT A DAGGER ON HIS RIGHT THIGH SECRETLY, AND WENT IN TO HIM: IT WAS THEN SUMMER THEE, AND THE MIDDLE OF THE DAY, WHEN THE GUARDS WERE NOT STRICTLY ON THEIR WATCH, BOTH BECAUSE OF THE HEAT, AND BECAUSE THEY WERE GONE TO DINNER. SO, THE YOUNG MAN, WHEN HE HAD OFFERED HIS PRESENTS TO THE KING, WHO THEN RESIDED IN A SMALL PARLOR THAT STOOD CONVENIENTLY TO AVOID THE HEAT, FELL INTO DISCOURSE WITH HIM, FOR THEY WERE NOW ALONE, THE KING HAVING BID HIS SERVANTS THAT ATTENDED HIM TO GO THEIR WAYS, BECAUSE HE HAD A MIND TO TALK WITH EHUD. HE WAS NOW SITTING ON HIS THRONE; AND FEAR SEIZED UPON EHUD LEST HE SHOULD MISS HIS STROKE, AND NOT GIVE HIM A DEADLY WOUND; SO, HE RAISED HIMSELF UP, AND SAID HE HAD A DREAM TO IMPART TO HIM BY THE COMMAND OF GOD; UPON WHICH THE KING LEAPED OUT OF HIS THRONE FOR JOY OF THE DREAM; SO EHUD SMOTE HIM TO THE HEART, AND LEAVING HIS DAGGER IN HIS BODY, HE WENT OUT AND SHUT THE DOOR AFTER HIM. NOW THE KING'S SERVANTS WERE VERY STILL, AS SUPPOSING THAT THE KING HAD COMPOSED HIMSELF TO SLEEP. 
3. HEREUPON EHUD INFORMED THE PEOPLE OF JERICHO PRIVATELY OF WHAT HE HAD DONE, AND EXHORTED THEM TO RECOVER THEIR LIBERTY; WHO HEARD HIM GLADLY, AND WENT TO THEIR ARMS, AND SENT MESSENGERS OVER THE COUNTRY, THAT SHOULD SOUND TRUMPETS OF RAMS' HORNS; FOR IT WAS OUR CUSTOM TO CALL THE PEOPLE TOGETHER BY THEM. NOW THE ATTENDANTS OF EGLON WERE IGNORANT OF WHAT MISFORTUNE HAD BEFALLEN HIM FOR A GREAT WHILE; BUT, TOWARDS THE EVENING, FEARING SOME UNCOMMON ACCIDENT HAD HAPPENED, THEY ENTERED INTO HIS PARLOR, AND WHEN THEY FOUND HIM DEAD, THEY WERE IN GREAT DISORDER, AND KNEW NOT WHAT TO DO; AND BEFORE THE GUARDS COULD BE GOT TOGETHER, THE MULTITUDE OF THE ISRAELITES CAME UPON THEM, SO THAT SOME OF THEM WERE SLAIN IMMEDIATELY, AND SOME WERE PUT TO FLIGHT, AND RAN AWAY TOWARD THE COUNTRY OF MOAB, IN ORDER TO SAVE THEMSELVES. THEIR NUMBER WAS ABOVE TEN THOUSAND. THE ISRAELITES SEIZED UPON THE FORD OF JORDAN, AND PURSUED THEM, AND SLEW THEM, AND MANY OF THEM THEY KILLED AT THE FORD, NOR DID ONE OF THEM ESCAPE OUT OF THEIR HANDS; AND BY THIS MEANS IT WAS THAT THE HEBREWS FREED THEMSELVES FROM SLAVERY UNDER THE MOABITES. EHUD ALSO WAS ON THIS ACCOUNT DIGNIFIED WITH THE GOVERNMENT OVER ALL THE MULTITUDE, AND DIED AFTER HE HAD HELD THE GOVERNMENT EIGHTY YEARS, HE WAS A MAN WORTHY OF COMMENDATION, EVEN BESIDES WHAT HE DESERVED FOR THE FORE MENTIONED ACT OF HIS. AFTER HIM SHAMGAT, THE SON OF ANATH, WAS ELECTED FOR THEIR GOVERNOR, BUT DIED IN THE FIRST YEAR OF HIS GOVERNMENT.
CHAPTER 5. HOW THE CANAANITES BROUGHT THE ISRAELITES UNDER SLAVERY FOR TWENTY YEARS; AFTER WHICH THEY WERE DELIVERED BY BARAK AND DEBORAH, WHO RULED OVER THEM FOR FORTY YEARS. 
1. AND NOW IT WAS THAT THE ISRAELITES, TAKING NO WARNING BY THEIR FORMER MISFORTUNES TO AMEND THEIR MANNERS, AND NEITHER WORSHIPPING GOD NOR SUBMITTING TO THE LAWS, WERE BROUGHT UNDER SLAVERY BY JABIN, THE KING OF THE CANAANITES, AND THAT BEFORE THEY HAD A SHORT BREATHING TIME AFTER THE SLAVERY UNDER THE MOABITES; FOR THIS JABIN OUT OF HAZOR, A CITY THAT WAS SITUATE OVER THE SEMECHONITIS, AND HAD IN PAY THREE HUNDRED FOOTMEN, AND TEN THOUSAND HORSEMEN, WITH FEWER THAN THREE THOUSAND CHARIOTS. SISERA WAS COMMANDER OF ALL HIS ARMY, AND WAS THE PRINCIPAL PERSON IN THE KING'S FAVOR. HE SO SORELY BEAT THE ISRAELITES WHEN THEY FOUGHT WITH HIM, THAT HE ORDERED THEM TO PAY TRIBUTE. 
2. SO THEY CONTINUED TO THAT HARDSHIP FOR TWENTY YEARS, AS NOT GOOD ENOUGH OF THEMSELVES TO GROW WISE BY THEIR MISFORTUNES. GOD WAS WILLING ALSO HEREBY THE MORE TO SUBDUE THEIR OBSTINACY AND INGRATITUDE TOWARDS HIMSELF: SO WHEN AT LENGTH THEY WERE BECOME PENITENT, AND WERE SO WISE AS TO LEARN THAT THEIR CALAMITIES AROSE FROM THEIR CONTEMPT OF THE LAWS, THEY BESOUGHT DEBORAH, A CERTAIN PROPHETESS AMONG THEM, (WHICH NAME IN THE HEBREW TONGUE SIGNIFIES A BEE,) TO PRAY TO GOD TO TAKE PITY ON THEM, AND NOT TO OVERLOOK THEM, NOW THEY WERE RUINED BY THE CANAANITES. SO, GOD GRANTED THEM DELIVERANCE, AND CHOSE THEM A GENERAL, BARAK, ONE THAT WAS OF THE TRIBE OF NAPHTALI. NOW BARAK, IN THE HEBREW TONGUE, SIGNIFIES LIGHTNING. 
3. SO DEBORAH SENT FOR BARAK, AND BADE HIM CHOOSE OUT TEN THOUSAND YOUNG MEN TO GO AGAINST THE ENEMY, BECAUSE GOD HAD SAID THAT THAT NUMBER WAS SUFFICIENT, AND PROMISED THEM VICTORY. BUT WHEN BARAK SAID THAT HE WOULD NOT BE THE GENERAL UNLESS SHE WOULD ALSO GO AS A GENERAL WITH HIM, SHE HAD INDIGNATION AT WHAT HE SAID 'THOU, O BARAK, DELIVEREST UP MEANLY THAT AUTHORITY WHICH GOD HATH GIVEN THEE INTO THE HAND OF A WOMAN, AND I DO NOT REJECT IT!" SO, THEY COLLECTED TEN THOUSAND MEN, AND PITCHED THEIR CAMP AT MOUNT TABOR, WHERE, AT THE KING'S COMMAND, SISERA MET THEM, AND PITCHED HIS CAMP NOT FAR FROM THE ENEMY; WHEREUPON THE ISRAELITES, AND BARAK HIMSELF, WERE SO AFFRIGHTED AT THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE ENEMIES, THAT THEY WERE RESOLVED TO MARCH OFF, HAD NOT DEBORAH RETAINED THEM, AND COMMANDED THEM TO FIGHT THE ENEMY THAT VERY DAY, FOR THAT THEY SHOULD CONQUER THEM, AND GOD WOULD BE THEIR ASSISTANCE. 
4. SO THE BATTLE BEGAN; AND WHEN THEY WERE COME TO A CLOSE FIGHT, THERE CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN A GREAT STORM, WITH A VAST QUANTITY OF RAIN AND HAIL, AND THE WIND BLEW THE RAIN IN THE FACE OF THE CANAANITES, AND SO DARKENED THEIR EYES, THAT THEIR ARROWS AND SLINGS WERE OF NO ADVANTAGE TO THEM, NOR WOULD THE COLDNESS OF THE AIR PERMIT THE SOLDIERS TO MAKE USE OF THEIR SWORDS; WHILE THIS STORM DID NOT SO MUCH INCOMMODE THE ISRAELITES, BECAUSE IT CAME IN THEIR BACKS. THEY ALSO TOOK SUCH COURAGE, UPON THE APPREHENSION THAT GOD WAS ASSISTING THEM, THAT THEY FELL UPON THE VERY MIDST OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND SLEW A GREAT NUMBER OF THEM; SO THAT SOME OF THEM FELL BY THE ISRAELITES, SOME FELL BY THEIR OWN HORSES, WHICH WERE PUT INTO DISORDER, AND NOT A FEW WERE KILLED BY THEIR OWN CHARIOTS. AT LAST SISERA, AS SOON AS HE SAW HIMSELF BEATEN, FLED AWAY, AND CAME TO A WOMAN WHOSE NAME WAS JAEL, A KENITE, WHO RECEIVED HIM, WHEN HE DESIRED TO BE CONCEALED; AND WHEN HE ASKED FOR SOMEWHAT TO DRINK, SHE GAVE HIM SOUR MILK, OF WHICH HE DRANK SO UNMEASURABLY THAT HE FELL ASLEEP; BUT WHEN HE WAS ASLEEP, JAEL TOOK AN IRON NAIL, AND WITH A HAMMER DROVE IT THROUGH HIS TEMPLES INTO THE FLOOR; AND WHEN BARAK CAME A LITTLE AFTERWARD, SHE SHOWED SISERA NAILED TO THE GROUND: AND THUS WAS THIS VICTORY GAINED BY A WOMAN, AS DEBORAH HAD FORETOLD. BARAK ALSO FOUGHT WITH JABIN AT HAZOR; AND WHEN HE MET WITH HIM, HE SLEW HIM: AND WHEN THE GENERAL WAS FALLEN, BARAK OVERTHREW THE CITY TO THE FOUNDATION, AND WAS THE COMMANDER OF THE ISRAELITES FOR FORTY YEARS.
CHAPTER 6. HOW THE MIDIANITES AND OTHER NATIONS FOUGHT AGAINST THE ISRAELITES AND BEAT THEM, AND AFFLICTED THEIR COUNTRY FOR SEVEN YEARS, HOW THEY WERE DELIVERED BY GIDEON, WHO RULED OVER THE MULTITUDE FOR FORTY YEARS. 
1. NOW WHEN BARAK AND DEBORAH WERE DEAD, WHOSE DEATHS HAPPENED ABOUT THE SAME TIME, AFTERWARDS THE MIDIANITES CALLED THE AMALEKITES AND ARABIANS TO THEIR ASSISTANCE, AND MADE WAR AGAINST THE ISRAELITES, AND WERE TOO HARD FOR THOSE THAT FOUGHT AGAINST THEM; AND WHEN THEY HAD BURNT THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH, THEY CARRIED OFF THE PREY. NOW WHEN THEY HAD DONE THIS FOR THREE YEARS, THE MULTITUDE OF THE ISRAELITES RETIRED TO THE MOUNTAINS, AND FORSOOK THE PLAIN COUNTRY. THEY ALSO MADE THEMSELVES HOLLOWS UNDER GROUND, AND CAVERNS, AND PRESERVED THEREIN WHATSOEVER HAD ESCAPED THEIR ENEMIES; FOR THE MIDIANITES MADE EXPEDITIONS IN HARVEST-TIME, BUT PERMITTED THEM TO PLOUGH THE LAND IN WINTER, THAT SO, WHEN THE OTHERS HAD TAKEN THE PAINS, THEY MIGHT HAVE FRUITS FOR THEM TO CARRY AWAY. INDEED, THERE ENSUED A FAMINE AND A SCARCITY OF FOOD; UPON WHICH THEY BETOOK THEMSELVES TO THEIR SUPPLICATIONS TO GOD, AND BESOUGHT HIM TO SAVE THEM. 
2. GIDEON ALSO, THE SON OF JOASH, ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL PERSONS OF THE TRIBE OF MANASSEH, BROUGHT HIS SHEAVES OF CORN PRIVATELY, AND THRASHED THEM AT THE WINE-PRESS; FOR HE WAS TOO FEARFUL OF THEIR ENEMIES TO THRASH THEM OPENLY IN THE THRASHING-FLOOR. AT THIS TIME SOMEWHAT APPEARED TO HIM IN THE SHAPE OF A YOUNG MAN, AND TOLD HIM THAT HE WAS A HAPPY MAN, AND BELOVED OF GOD. TO WHICH HE IMMEDIATELY REPLIED, "A MIGHTY INDICATION OF GOD'S FAVOR TO ME, THAT I AM FORCED TO USE THIS WINE-PRESS INSTEAD OF A THRASHING-FLOOR!" BUT THE APPEARANCE EXHORTED HIM TO BE OF GOOD COURAGE, AND TO MAKE AN ATTEMPT FOR THE RECOVERY OF THEIR LIBERTY. HE ANSWERED, THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO RECOVER IT, BECAUSE THE TRIBE TO WHICH HE BELONGED WAS BY NO MEANS NUMEROUS; AND BECAUSE HE WAS BUT YOUNG HIMSELF, AND TOO INCONSIDERABLE TO THINK OF SUCH GREAT ACTIONS. BUT THE OTHER PROMISED HIM, THAT GOD WOULD SUPPLY WHAT HE WAS DEFECTIVE IN, AND WOULD AFFORD THE ISRAELITES VICTORY UNDER HIS CONDUCT. 
3. NOW, THEREFORE, AS GIDEON WAS RELATING THIS TO SOME YOUNG MEN, THEY BELIEVED HIM, AND IMMEDIATELY THERE WAS AN ARMY OF TEN THOUSAND MEN GOT READY FOR FIGHTING. BUT GOD STOOD BY GIDEON IN HIS SLEEP, AND TOLD HIM THAT MANKIND, WERE TOO FOND OF THEMSELVES, AND WERE ENEMIES TO SUCH AS EXCELLED IN VIRTUE. NOW THAT THEY MIGHT NOT PASS GOD OVER, BUT ASCRIBE THE VICTORY TO HIM, AND MIGHT NOT FANCY IT OBTAINED BY THEIR OWN POWER, BECAUSE THEY WERE A GREAT MANY, AND ABLE OF THEMSELVES TO FIGHT THEIR ENEMIES, BUT MIGHT CONFESS THAT IT WAS OWING TO HIS ASSISTANCE, HE ADVISED HIM TO BRING HIS ARMY ABOUT NOON, IN THE VIOLENCE OF THE HEAT, TO THE RIVER, AND TO ESTEEM THOSE THAT BENT DOWN ON THEIR KNEES, AND SO DRANK, TO BE MEN OF COURAGE; BUT FOR ALL THOSE THAT DRANK TUMULTUOUSLY, THAT HE SHOULD ESTEEM THEM TO DO IT OUT OF FEAR, AND AS IN DREAD OF THEIR ENEMIES. AND WHEN GIDEON HAD DONE AS GOD HAD SUGGESTED TO HIM, THERE WERE FOUND THREE HUNDRED MEN THAT TOOK WATER WITH THEIR HANDS TUMULTUOUSLY; SO, GOD BID HIM TAKE THESE MEN, AND ATTACK THE ENEMY. ACCORDINGLY, THEY PITCHED THEIR CAMP AT THE RIVER JORDAN, AS READY THE NEXT DAY TO PASS OVER IT. 
4. BUT GIDEON WAS IN GREAT FEAR, FOR GOD HAD TOLD HIM BEFOREHAND THAT HE SHOULD SET UPON HIS ENEMIES IN THE NIGHT-TIME; BUT GOD, BEING WILLING TO FREE HIM FROM HIS FEAR, BID HIM TAKE ONE OF HIS SOLDIERS, AND GO NEAR TO THE MIDIANITES' TENTS, FOR THAT HE SHOULD FROM THAT VERY PLACE HAVE HIS COURAGE RAISED, AND GROW BOLD. SO, HE OBEYED, AND WENT AND TOOK HIS SERVANT PHURAH WITH HIM; AND AS HE CAME NEAR TO ONE OF THE TENTS, HE DISCOVERED THAT THOSE THAT WERE IN IT WERE AWAKE, AND THAT ONE OF THEM WAS TELLING TO HIS FELLOW SOLDIER A DREAM OF HIS OWN, AND THAT SO PLAINLY THAT GIDEON COULD HEAR HIM. THE DREAM WAS THIS: - HE THOUGHT HE SAW A BARLEY-CAKE, SUCH A ONE AS COULD HARDLY BE EATEN BY MEN, IT WAS SO VILE, ROLLING THROUGH THE CAMP, AND OVERTHROWING THE ROYAL TENT, AND THE TENTS OF ALL THE SOLDIERS. NOW THE OTHER SOLDIER EXPLAINED THIS VISION TO MEAN THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ARMY; AND TOLD THEM WHAT HIS REASON WAS WHICH MADE HIM SO CONJECTURE, VIZ. THAT THE SEED CALLED BARLEY WAS ALL OF IT ALLOWED TO BE OF THE VILEST SORT OF SEED, AND THAT THE ISRAELITES WERE KNOWN TO BE THE VILEST OF ALL THE PEOPLE OF ASIA, AGREEABLY TO THE SEED OF BARLEY, AND THAT WHAT SEEMED TO LOOK BIG AMONG THE ISRAELITES WAS THIS GIDEON AND THE ARMY THAT WAS WITH HIM; "AND SINCE THOU SAYEST THOU DIDST SEE THE CAKE OVERTURNING OUR TENTS, I AM AFRAID LEST GOD HATH GRANTED THE VICTORY OVER US TO GIDEON." 
5. WHEN GIDEON HAD HEARD THIS DREAM, GOOD HOPE AND COURAGE CAME UPON HIM; AND HE COMMANDED HIS SOLDIERS TO ARM THEMSELVES, AND TOLD THEM OF THIS VISION OF THEIR ENEMIES. THEY ALSO TOOK COURAGE AT WHAT WAS TOLD THEM, AND WERE READY TO PERFORM WHAT HE SHOULD ENJOIN THEM. SO, GIDEON DIVIDED HIS ARMY INTO THREE PARTS, AND BROUGHT IT OUT ABOUT THE FOURTH WATCH OF THE NIGHT, EACH PART CONTAINING A HUNDRED MEN: THEY ALL BARE EMPTY PITCHERS AND LIGHTED LAMPS IN THEIR HANDS, THAT THEIR ONSET MIGHT NOT BE DISCOVERED BY THEIR ENEMIES. THEY HAD ALSO EACH OF THEM A RAM'S HORN IN HIS RIGHT HAND, WHICH HE USED INSTEAD OF A TRUMPET. THE ENEMY'S CAMP TOOK UP A LARGE SPACE OF GROUND, FOR IT HAPPENED THAT THEY HAD A GREAT MANY CAMELS; AND AS THEY WERE DIVIDED INTO DIFFERENT NATIONS, SO THEY WERE ALL CONTAINED IN ONE CIRCLE. NOW WHEN THE HEBREWS DID AS THEY WERE ORDERED BEFOREHAND, UPON THEIR APPROACH TO THEIR ENEMIES, AND, ON THE SIGNAL GIVEN, SOUNDED WITH THEIR RAMS' HORNS, AND BRAKE THEIR PITCHERS, AND SET UPON THEIR ENEMIES WITH THEIR LAMPS, AND A GREAT SHOUT, AND CRIED, "VICTORY TO GIDEON, BY GOD'S ASSISTANCE," A DISORDER AND A FRIGHT SEIZED UPON THE OTHER MEN WHILE THEY WERE HALF ASLEEP, FOR IT WAS NIGHT-TIME, AS GOD WOULD HAVE IT; SO THAT A FEW OF THEM WERE SLAIN BY THEIR ENEMIES, BUT THE GREATEST PART BY THEIR OWN SOLDIERS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE DIVERSITY OF THEIR LANGUAGE; AND WHEN THEY WERE ONCE PUT INTO DISORDER, THEY KILLED ALL THAT THEY MET WITH, AS THINKING THEM TO BE ENEMIES ALSO. THUS, THERE WAS A GREAT SLAUGHTER MADE. AND AS THE REPORT OF GIDEON'S VICTORY CAME TO THE ISRAELITES, THEY TOOK THEIR WEAPONS AND PURSUED THEIR ENEMIES, AND OVERTOOK THEM IN A CERTAIN VALLEY ENCOMPASSED WITH TORRENTS, A PLACE WHICH THESE COULD NOT GET OVER; SO, THEY ENCOMPASSED THEM, AND SLEW THEM ALL, WITH THEIR KINGS, OREB AND ZEEB. BUT THE REMAINING CAPTAINS LED THOSE SOLDIERS THAT WERE LEFT, WHICH WERE ABOUT EIGHTEEN THOUSAND, AND PITCHED THEIR CAMP A GREAT WAY OFF THE ISRAELITES. HOWEVER, GIDEON DID NOT GRUDGE HIS PAINS, BUT PURSUED THEM WITH ALL HIS ARMY, AND JOINING BATTLE WITH THEM, CUT OFF THE WHOLE ENEMIES' ARMY, AND TOOK THE OTHER LEADERS, ZEBA AND ZALMUNA, AND MADE THEM CAPTIVES. NOW THERE WERE SLAIN IN THIS BATTLE OF THE MIDIANITES, AND OF THEIR AUXILIARIES THE ARABIANS, ABOUT A HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND; AND THE HEBREWS TOOK A GREAT PREY, GOLD, AND SILVER, AND GARMENTS, AND CAMELS, AND ASSES. AND WHEN GIDEON WAS COME TO HIS OWN COUNTRY OF OPHRAH, HE SLEW THE KINGS OF THE MIDIANITES. 
6. HOWEVER, THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM WAS SO DISPLEASED AT THE GOOD SUCCESS OF GIDEON, THAT THEY RESOLVED TO MAKE WAR AGAINST HIM, ACCUSING HIM BECAUSE HE DID NOT TELL THEM OF HIS EXPEDITION AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES. BUT GIDEON, AS A MAN OF TEMPER, AND THAT EXCELLED IN EVERY VIRTUE, PLEADED, THAT IT WAS NOT THE RESULT OF HIS OWN AUTHORITY OR REASONING, THAT MADE HIM ATTACK THE ENEMY WITHOUT THEM; BUT THAT IT WAS THE COMMAND OF GOD, AND STILL THE VICTORY BELONGED TO THEM AS WELL AS THOSE IN THE ARMY. AND BY THIS METHOD OF COOLING THEIR PASSIONS, HE BROUGHT MORE ADVANTAGE TO THE HEBREWS, THAN BY THE SUCCESS HE HAD AGAINST THESE ENEMIES, FOR HE THEREBY DELIVERED THEM FROM A SEDITION WHICH WAS ARISING AMONG THEM; YET DID THIS TRIBE AFTERWARDS SUFFER THE PUNISHMENT OF THIS THEIR INJURIOUS TREATMENT OF GIDEON, OF WHICH WE WILL GIVE AN ACCOUNT IN DUE TIME. 7. HEREUPON GIDEON WOULD HAVE LAID DOWN THE GOVERNMENT, BUT WAS OVER-PERSUADED TO TAKE IT, WHICH HE ENJOYED FORTY YEARS, AND DISTRIBUTED JUSTICE TO THEM, AS THE PEOPLE CAME TO HIM IN THEIR DIFFERENCES; AND WHAT HE DETERMINED WAS ESTEEMED VALID BY ALL. AND WHEN HE DIED, HE WAS BURIED IN HIS OWN COUNTRY OF OPHRAH.
CHAPTER 8. THAT THE JUDGES WHO SUCCEEDED GIDEON MADE WAR WITH THE ADJOINING NATIONS FOR A LONG TIME. 
1. NOW GIDEON HAD SEVENTY SONS THAT WERE LEGITIMATE, FOR HE HAD MANY WIVES; BUT HE HAD ALSO ONE THAT WAS SPURIOUS, BY HIS CONCUBINE DRUMAH, WHOSE NAME WAS ABIMELECH, WHO, AFTER HIS FATHER'S DEATH, RETIRED TO SHECBEM TO HIS MOTHER'S RELATIONS, FOR THEY WERE OF THAT PLACE: AND WHEN HE HAD GOT MONEY OF SUCH OF THEM AS WERE EMINENT FOR MANY INSTANCES OF INJUSTICE, HE CAME WITH THEM TO HIS FATHER'S HOUSE, AND SLEW ALL HIS BRETHREN, EXCEPT JOTHAM, FOR HE HAD THE GOOD FORTUNE TO ESCAPE AND BE PRESERVED; BUT ABIMELECH MADE THE GOVERNMENT TYRANNICAL, AND CONSTITUTED HIMSELF A LORD, TO DO WHAT HE PLEASED, INSTEAD OF OBEYING THE LAWS; AND HE ACTED MOST RIGIDLY AGAINST THOSE THAT WERE THE PATRONS OF JUSTICE. 
2. NOW WHEN, ON A CERTAIN TIME, THERE WAS A PUBLIC FESTIVAL AT SHECHEM, AND ALL THE MULTITUDE WAS THERE GATHERED TOGETHER, JOTHAM HIS BROTHER, WHOSE ESCAPE WE BEFORE RELATED, WENT UP TO MOUNT GERIZZIM, WHICH HANGS OVER THE CITY SHECHEM, AND CRIED OUT SO AS TO BE HEARD BY THE MULTITUDE, WHO WERE ATTENTIVE TO HIM. HE DESIRED THEY WOULD CONSIDER WHAT HE WAS GOING TO SAY TO THEM: SO WHEN SILENCE WAS MADE, HE SAID, THAT WHEN THE TREES HAD A HUMAN VOICE, AND THERE WAS AN ASSEMBLY OF THEM GATHERED TOGETHER, THEY DESIRED THAT THE FIG-TREE WOULD RULE OVER THEM; BUT WHEN THAT TREE REFUSED SO TO DO, BECAUSE IT WAS CONTENTED TO ENJOY THAT HONOR WHICH BELONGED PECULIARLY TO THE FRUIT IT BARE, AND NOT THAT WHICH SHOULD BE DERIVED TO IT FROM ABROAD, THE TREES DID NOT LEAVE OFF THEIR INTENTIONS TO HAVE A RULER, SO THEY THOUGHT PROPER TO MAKE THE OFFER OF THAT HONOR TO THE VINE; BUT WHEN THE VINE WAS CHOSEN, IT MADE USE OF THE SAME WORDS WHICH THE FIG-TREE HAD USED BEFORE, AND EXCUSED ITSELF FROM ACCEPTING THE GOVERNMENT: AND WHEN THE OLIVE-TREE HAD DONE THE SAME, THE BRIER, WHOM THE TREES HAD DESIRED TO TAKE THE KINGDOM, (IT IS A SORT OF WOOD GOOD FOR FIRING,) IT PROMISED TO TAKE THE GOVERNMENT, AND TO BE ZEALOUS IN THE EXERCISE OF IT; BUT THAT THEN THEY MUST SIT DOWN UNDER ITS SHADOW, AND IF THEY SHOULD PLOT AGAINST IT TO DESTROY IT, THE PRINCIPLE OF FIRE THAT WAS IN IT SHOULD DESTROY THEM. HE TOLD THEM, THAT WHAT HE HAD SAID WAS NO LAUGHING MATTER; FOR THAT WHEN THEY HAD EXPERIENCED MANY BLESSINGS FROM GIDEON, THEY OVERLOOKED ABIMELECH, WHEN HE OVERRULED ALL, AND HAD JOINED WITH HIM IN SLAYING HIS BRETHREN; AND THAT HE WAS NO BETTER THAN A FIRE HIMSELF. SO, WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE WENT AWAY, AND LIVED PRIVATELY IN THE MOUNTAINS FOR THREE YEARS, OUT OF FEAR OF ABIMELECH. 
3. A LITTLE WHILE AFTER THIS FESTIVAL, THE SHECHEMITES, WHO HAD NOW REPENTED THEMSELVES OF HAVING SLAIN THE SONS OF GIDEON, DROVE ABIMELECH AWAY, BOTH FROM THEIR CITY AND THEIR TRIBE; WHEREUPON HE CONTRIVED HOW HE MIGHT DISTRESS THEIR CITY. NOW AT THE SEASON OF VINTAGE, THE PEOPLE WERE AFRAID TO GO OUT AND GATHER THEIR FRUITS, FOR FEAR ABIMELECH SHOULD DO THEM SOME MISCHIEF. NOW IT HAPPENED THAT THERE HAD COME TO THEM A MAN OF AUTHORITY, ONE GAAL, THAT SOJOURNED WITH THEM, HAVING HIS ARMED MEN AND HIS KINSMEN WITH HIM; SO, THE SHECHEMITES DESIRED THAT HE WOULD ALLOW THEM A GUARD DURING THEIR VINTAGE; WHEREUPON HE ACCEPTED OF THEIR DESIRES, AND SO THE PEOPLE WENT OUT, AND GAAL WITH THEM AT THE HEAD OF HIS SOLDIERY. SO, THEY GATHERED THEIR FRUIT WITH SAFETY; AND WHEN THEY WERE AT SUPPER IN SEVERAL COMPANIES, THEY THEN VENTURED TO CURSE ABIMELECH OPENLY; AND THE MAGISTRATES LAID AMBUSHES IN PLACES ABOUT THE CITY, AND CAUGHT MANY OF ABIMELECH'S FOLLOWERS, AND DESTROYED THEM. 
4. NOW THERE WAS ONE ZEBUL, A MAGISTRATE OF THE SHECHEMITES, THAT HAD ENTERTAINED ABIMELECH. HE SENT MESSENGERS, AND INFORMED HIM HOW MUCH GAAL HAD IRRITATED THE PEOPLE AGAINST HIM, AND EXCITED HIM TO LAY AMBUSHES BEFORE THE CITY, FOR THAT HE WOULD PERSUADE GAAL TO GO OUT AGAINST HIM, WHICH WOULD LEAVE IT IN HIS POWER TO BE REVENGED ON HIM; AND WHEN THAT WAS ONCE DONE, HE WOULD BRING HIM TO BE RECONCILED TO THE CITY. SO, ABIMELECH LAID AMBUSHES, AND HIMSELF LAY WITH THEM. NOW GAAL ABODE IN THE SUBURBS, TAKING LITTLE CARE OF HIMSELF; AND ZEBUL WAS WITH HIM. NOW AS GAAL SAW THE ARMED MEN COMING ON, HE SAID TO ZEBUL, THAT SOME ARMED MEN WERE COMING; BUT THE OTHER REPLIED, THEY WERE ONLY SHADOWS OF HUGE STONES: AND WHEN THEY WERE COME NEARER, GAAL PERCEIVED WHAT WAS THE REALITY, AND SAID, THEY WERE NOT SHADOWS, BUT MEN LYING IN AMBUSH. THEN SAID ZEBUL, "DIDST NOT THOU REPROACH ABIMELECH FOR COWARDICE? WHY DOST THOU NOT THEN SHOW HOW VERY COURAGEOUS THOU ART THYSELF, AND GO AND FIGHT HIM?" SO GAAL, BEING IN DISORDER, JOINED BATTLE WITH ABIMELECH, AND SOME OF HIS MEN FELL; WHEREUPON HE FLED INTO THE CITY, AND TOOK HIS MEN WITH HIM. BUT ZEBUL MANAGED HIS MATTERS SO IN THE CITY, THAT HE PROCURED THEM TO EXPEL GAAL OUT OF THE CITY, AND THIS BY ACCUSING HIM OF COWARDICE IN THIS ACTION WITH THE SOLDIERS OF AHIMELECH. BUT ABIMELECH, WHEN HE HAD LEARNED THAT THE SHECHEMITES WERE AGAIN COMING OUT TO GATHER THEIR GRAPES, PLACED AMBUSHES BEFORE THE CITY, AND WHEN THEY WERE COMING OUT, THE THIRD PART OF HIS ARMY TOOK POSSESSION OF THE GATES, TO HINDER THE CITIZENS FROM RETURNING IN AGAIN, WHILE THE REST PURSUED THOSE THAT WERE SCATTERED ABROAD, AND SO THERE WAS SLAUGHTER EVERY WHERE; AND WHEN HE HAD OVERTHROWN THE CITY TO THE VERY FOUNDATIONS, FOR IT WAS NOT ABLE TO BEAR A SIEGE, AND HAD SOWN ITS RUINS WITH SALT, HE PROCEEDED ON WITH HIS ARMY TILL ALL THE SHECHEMITES WERE SLAIN. AS FOR THOSE THAT WERE SCATTERED ABOUT THE COUNTRY, AND SO ESCAPED THE DANGER, THEY WERE GATHERED TOGETHER UNTO A CERTAIN STRONG ROCK, AND SETTLED THEMSELVES UPON IT, AND PREPARED TO BUILD A WALL ABOUT IT: AND WHEN ABIMELECH KNEW THEIR INTENTIONS, HE PREVENTED THEM, AND CAME UPON THEM WITH HIS FORCES, AND LAID FAGGOTS OF DRY WOOD ROUND THE PLACE, HE HIMSELF BRINGING SOME OF THEM, AND BY HIS EXAMPLE ENCOURAGING THE SOLDIERS TO DO THE SAME. AND WHEN THE ROCK WAS ENCOMPASSED ROUND ABOUT WITH THESE FAGGOTS, THEY SET THEM ON FIRE, AND THREW IN WHATSOEVER BY NATURE CAUGHT FIRE THE MOST EASILY: SO, A MIGHTY FLAME WAS RAISED, AND NOBODY COULD FLY AWAY FROM THE ROCK, BUT EVERY MAN PERISHED, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, IN ALL ABOUT FIFTEEN HUNDRED MEN, AND THE REST WERE A GREAT NUMBER ALSO. AND SUCH WAS THE CALAMITY WHICH FELL UPON THE SHECHEMITES; AND MEN'S GRIEF ON THEIR ACCOUNT HAD BEEN GREATER THAN IT WAS, HAD THEY NOT BROUGHT SO MUCH MISCHIEF ON A PERSON WHO HAD SO WELL DESERVED OF THEM, AND HAD THEY NOT THEMSELVES ESTEEMED THIS AS A PUNISHMENT FOR THE SAME. 
5. NOW ABIMELECH, WHEN HE HAD AFFRIGHTED THE ISRAELITES WITH THE MISERIES, HE HAD BROUGHT UPON THE SHECHEMITES, SEEMED OPENLY TO AFFECT GREATER AUTHORITY THAN HE NOW HAD, AND APPEARED TO SET NO BOUNDS TO HIS VIOLENCE, UNLESS IT WERE WITH THE DESTRUCTION OF ALL. ACCORDINGLY, HE MARCHED TO THEBES, AND TOOK THE CITY ON THE SUDDEN; AND THERE BEING A GREAT TOWER THEREIN, WHEREUNTO THE WHOLE MULTITUDE FLED, HE MADE PREPARATION TO BESIEGE IT. NOW AS HE WAS RUSHING WITH VIOLENCE NEAR THE GATES, A WOMAN THREW A PIECE OF A MILLSTONE UPON HIS HEAD, UPON WHICH ABIMELECH FELL DOWN, AND DESIRED HIS ARMOR-BEARER TO KILL HIM LEST HIS DEATH SHOULD BE THOUGHT TO BE THE WORK OF A WOMAN: - WHO DID WHAT HE WAS BID TO DO. SO, HE UNDERWENT THIS DEATH AS A PUNISHMENT FOR THE WICKEDNESS HE HAD PERPETRATED AGAINST HIS BRETHREN, AND HIS INSOLENT BARBARITY TO THE SHECHEMITES. NOW THE CALAMITY THAT HAPPENED TO THOSE SHECHEMITES WAS ACCORDING TO THE PREDICTION OF JOTHAM, HOWEVER, THE ARMY THAT WAS WITH ABIMELECH, UPON HIS FALL, WAS SCATTERED ABROAD, AND WENT TO THEIR OWN HOMES. 
6. NOW IT WAS THAT JAIR THE GILEADITE, OF THE TRIBE OF MANASSEH, TOOK THE GOVERNMENT. HE WAS A MAN HAPPY IN OTHER RESPECTS ALSO, BUT PARTICULARLY IN HIS CHILDREN, WHO WERE OF A GOOD CHARACTER. THEY WERE THIRTY IN NUMBER, AND VERY SKILLFUL IN RIDING ON HORSES, AND WERE INTRUSTED WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CITIES OF GILEAD. HE KEPT THE GOVERNMENT TWENTY-TWO YEARS, AND DIED AN OLD MAN; AND HE WAS BURIED IN CAMON, A CITY OF GILEAD. 
7. AND NOW ALL THE AFFAIRS OF THE HEBREWS WERE MANAGED UNCERTAINLY, AND TENDED TO DISORDER, AND TO THE CONTEMPT OF GOD AND OF THE LAWS. SO, THE AMMONITES AND PHILISTINES HAD THEM IN CONTEMPT, AND LAID WASTE THE COUNTRY WITH A GREAT ARMY; AND WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN ALL PEREA, THEY WERE SO INSOLENT AS TO ATTEMPT TO GAIN THE POSSESSION OF ALL THE REST. BUT THE HEBREWS, BEING NOW AMENDED BY THE CALAMITIES THEY HAD UNDERGONE, BETOOK THEMSELVES TO SUPPLICATIONS TO GOD; AND BROUGHT SACRIFICES TO HIM, BESEECHING HIM NOT TO BE TOO SEVERE UPON THEM, BUT TO BE MOVED BY THEIR PRAYERS TO LEAVE OFF HIS ANGER AGAINST THEM. SO, GOD BECAME MORE MERCIFUL TO THEM, AND WAS READY TO ASSIST THEM. 
8. WHEN THE AMMONITES HAD MADE AN EXPEDITION INTO THE LAND OF GILEAD, THE INHABITANTS OF THE COUNTRY MET THEM AT A CERTAIN MOUNTAIN, BUT WANTED A COMMANDER. NOW THERE WAS ONE WHOSE NAME WAS JEPHTHA, WHO, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF HIS FATHER'S VIRTUE, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THAT ARMY WHICH HE MAINTAINED AT HIS OWN EXPENSES, WAS A POTENT MAN: THE ISRAELITES THEREFORE SENT TO HIM, AND ENTREATED HIM TO COME TO THEIR ASSISTANCE, AND PROMISED HIM THE DOMINION OVER THEM ALL HIS LIFETIME. BUT HE DID NOT ADMIT OF THEIR ENTREATY; AND ACCUSED THEM, THAT THEY DID NOT COME TO HIS ASSISTANCE WHEN HE WAS UNJUSTLY TREATED, AND THIS IN AN OPEN MANNER BY HIS BRETHREN; FOR THEY CAST HIM OFF, AS NOT HAVING THE SAME MOTHER WITH THE REST, BUT BORN OF A STRANGE MOTHER, THAT WAS INTRODUCED AMONG THEM BY HIS FATHER'S FONDNESS; AND THIS THEY DID OUT OF A CONTEMPT OF HIS INABILITY [TO VINDICATE HIMSELF]. SO, HE DWELT IN THE COUNTRY OF GILEAD, AS IT IS CALLED, AND RECEIVED ALL THAT CAME TO HIM, LET THEM COME FROM WHAT PLACE SOEVER, AND PAID THEM WAGES. HOWEVER, WHEN THEY PRESSED HIM TO ACCEPT THE DOMINION, AND SWORE THEY WOULD GRANT HIM THE GOVERNMENT OVER THEM ALL HIS LIFE, HE LED THEM TO THE WAR. 
9. AND WHEN JEPHTHA HAD TAKEN IMMEDIATE CARE OF THEIR AFFAIRS, HE PLACED HIS ARMY AT THE CITY MIZPEH, AND SENT A MESSAGE TO THE AMMONITE [KING], COMPLAINING OF HIS UNJUST POSSESSION OF THEIR LAND. BUT THAT KING SENT A CONTRARY MESSAGE; AND COMPLAINED OF THE EXODUS OF THE ISRAELITES OUT OF EGYPT, AND DESIRED HIM TO GO OUT OF THE LAND OF THE AMORITES, AND YIELD IT UP TO HIM, AS AT FIRST HIS PATERNAL INHERITANCE. BUT JEPHTHA RETURNED THIS ANSWER: THAT HE DID NOT JUSTLY COMPLAIN OF HIS ANCESTORS ABOUT THE LAND OF THE AMORITES, AND OUGHT RATHER TO THANK THEM THAT THEY LEFT THE LAND OF THE AMMONITES TO THEM, SINCE MOSES COULD HAVE TAKEN IT ALSO; AND THAT NEITHER WOULD HE RECEDE FROM THAT LAND OF THEIR OWN, WHICH GOD HAD OBTAINED FOR THEM, AND THEY HAD NOW INHABITED [ABOVE] THREE HUNDRED YEARS, BUT WOULD FIGHT WITH THEM ABOUT IT. 
10. AND WHEN HE HAD GIVEN THEM THIS ANSWER, HE SENT THE AMBASSADORS AWAY. AND WHEN HE HAD PRAYED FOR VICTORY, AND HAD VOWED TO PERFORM SACRED OFFICES, AND IF HE CAME HOME IN SAFETY, TO OFFER IN SACRIFICE WHAT LIVING CREATURE SOEVER SHOULD FIRST MEET HIM, HE JOINED BATTLE WITH THE ENEMY, AND GAINED A GREAT VICTORY, AND IN HIS PURSUIT SLEW THE ENEMIES ALL ALONG AS FAR AS THE CITY OF MINNITH. HE THEN PASSED OVER TO THE LAND OF THE AMMONITES, AND OVERTHREW MANY OF THEIR CITIES, AND TOOK THEIR PREY, AND FREED HIS OWN PEOPLE FROM THAT SLAVERY WHICH THEY HAD UNDERGONE FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS. BUT AS HE CAME BACK, HE FELL INTO A CALAMITY NO WAY CORRESPONDENT TO THE GREAT ACTIONS HE HAD DONE; FOR IT WAS HIS DAUGHTER THAT CAME TO MEET HIM; SHE WAS ALSO AN ONLY CHILD AND A VIRGIN: UPON THIS JEPHTHA HEAVILY LAMENTED THE GREATNESS OF HIS AFFLICTION, AND BLAMED HIS DAUGHTER FOR BEING SO FORWARD IN MEETING HIM, FOR HE HAD VOWED TO SACRIFICE HER TO GOD. HOWEVER, THIS ACTION THAT WAS TO BEFALL HER WAS NOT UNGRATEFUL TO HER, SINCE SHE SHOULD DIE UPON OCCASION OF HER FATHER'S VICTORY, AND THE LIBERTY OF HER FELLOW CITIZENS: SHE ONLY DESIRED HER FATHER TO GIVE HER LEAVE, FOR TWO MONTHS, TO BEWAIL HER YOUTH WITH HER FELLOW CITIZENS; AND THEN SHE AGREED, THAT AT THE FORE MENTIONED THEE HE MIGHT DO WITH HER ACCORDING TO HIS VOW. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN THAT TIME WAS OVER, HE SACRIFICED HIS DAUGHTER AS A BURNT-OFFERING, OFFERING SUCH AN OBLATION AS WAS NEITHER CONFORMABLE TO THE LAW NOR ACCEPTABLE TO GOD, NOT WEIGHING WITH HIMSELF WHAT OPINION THE HEARERS WOULD HAVE OF SUCH A PRACTICE. 
11. NOW THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM FOUGHT AGAINST HIM, BECAUSE HE DID NOT TAKE THEM ALONG WITH HIM IN HIS EXPEDITION AGAINST THE AMMONITES, BUT BECAUSE HE ALONE HAD THE PREY, AND THE GLORY OF WHAT WAS DONE TO HIMSELF. AS TO WHICH HE SAID, FIRST, THAT THEY WERE NOT IGNORANT HOW HIS KINDRED HAD FOUGHT AGAINST HIM, AND THAT WHEN THEY WERE INVITED, THEY DID NOT COME TO HIS ASSISTANCE, WHEREAS THEY OUGHT TO HAVE COME QUICKLY, EVEN BEFORE THEY WERE INVITED. AND IN THE NEXT PLACE, THAT THEY WERE GOING TO ACT UNJUSTLY; FOR WHILE THEY HAD NOT COURAGE ENOUGH TO FIGHT THEIR ENEMIES, THEY CAME HASTILY AGAINST THEIR OWN KINDRED: AND HE THREATENED THEM THAT, WITH GOD'S ASSISTANCE, HE WOULD INFLICT A PUNISHMENT UPON THEM, UNLESS THEY WOULD GROW WISER. BUT WHEN HE COULD NOT PERSUADE THEM, HE FOUGHT WITH THEM WITH THOSE FORCES WHICH HE SENT FOR OUT OF GILEAD, AND HE MADE A GREAT SLAUGHTER AMONG THEM; AND WHEN THEY WERE BEATEN, HE PURSUED THEM, AND SEIZED ON THE PASSAGES OF JORDAN BY A PART OF HIS ARMY WHICH HE HAD SENT BEFORE, AND SLEW ABOUT FORTY-TWO THOUSAND OF THEM. 
12. SO WHEN JEPHTHA HAD RULED SIX YEARS, HE DIED, AND WAS BURIED IN HIS OWN COUNTRY, SEBEE, WHICH IS A PLACE IN THE LAND OF GILEAD. 
13. NOW WHEN JEPHTHA WAS DEAD, IBZAN TOOK THE GOVERNMENT, BEING OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, AND OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM. HE HAD SIXTY CHILDREN, THIRTY OF THEM SONS, AND THE REST DAUGHTERS; ALL WHOM HE LEFT ALIVE BEHIND HIM, GIVING THE DAUGHTERS IN MARRIAGE TO HUSBANDS, AND TAKING WIVES FOR HIS SONS. HE DID NOTHING IN THE SEVEN YEARS OF HIS ADMINISTRATION THAT WAS WORTH RECORDING, OR DESERVED A MEMORIAL. SO, HE DIED AN OLD MAN, AND WAS BURIED IN HIS OWN COUNTRY. 
14. WHEN IBZAN WAS DEAD AFTER THIS MANNER, NEITHER DID HELON, WHO SUCCEEDED HIM IN THE GOVERNMENT, AND KEPT IT TEN YEARS, DO ANY THING REMARKABLE: HE WAS OF THE TRIBE OF ZEBULON. 
15. ABDON ALSO, THE SON OF HILEL, OF THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM, AND BORN AT THE CITY PYRATHON, WAS ORDAINED THEIR SUPREME GOVERNOR AFTER HELON. HE IS ONLY RECORDED TO HAVE BEEN HAPPY IN HIS CHILDREN; FOR THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS WERE THEN SO PEACEABLE, AND IN SUCH SECURITY, THAT NEITHER DID HE PERFORM ANY GLORIOUS ACTION. HE HAD FORTY SONS, AND BY THEM LEFT THIRTY GRANDCHILDREN; AND HE MARCHED IN STATE WITH THESE SEVENTY, WHO WERE ALL VERY SKILLFUL IN RIDING HORSES; AND HE LEFT THEM ALL ALIVE AFTER HIM. HE DIED AN OLD MAN, AND OBTAINED A MAGNIFICENT BURIAL IN PYRATHON.
CHAPTER 8. CONCERNING THE FORTITUDE OF SAMSON, AND WHAT MISCHIEFS HE BROUGHT UPON THE PHILISTINES. 
1. AFTER ABDON WAS DEAD, THE PHILISTINES OVERCAME THE ISRAELITES, AND RECEIVED TRIBUTE OF THEM FOR FORTY YEARS; FROM WHICH DISTRESS THEY WERE DELIVERED AFTER THIS MANNER: 
2. THERE WAS ONE MANOAH, A PERSON OF SUCH GREAT VIRTUE, THAT HE HAD FEW MEN HIS EQUALS, AND WITHOUT DISPUTE THE PRINCIPAL PERSON OF HIS COUNTRY. HE HAD A WIFE CELEBRATED FOR HER BEAUTY, AND EXCELLING HER CONTEMPORARIES. HE HAD NO CHILDREN; AND, BEING UNEASY AT HIS WANT OF POSTERITY, HE ENTREATED GOD TO GIVE THEM SEED OF THEIR OWN BODIES TO SUCCEED THEM; AND WITH THAT INTENT HE CAME CONSTANTLY INTO THE SUBURBS TOGETHER WITH HIS WIFE; WHICH SUBURBS WERE IN THE GREAT PLAIN. NOW HE WAS FOND OF HIS WIFE TO A DEGREE OF MADNESS, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT WAS UNMEASURABLY JEALOUS OF HER. NOW, WHEN HIS WIFE WAS ONCE ALONE, AN APPARITION WAS SEEN BY HER: IT WAS AN ANGEL OF GOD, AND RESEMBLED A YOUNG MAN BEAUTIFUL AND TALL, AND BROUGHT HER THE GOOD NEWS THAT SHE SHOULD HAVE A SON, BORN BY GOD'S PROVIDENCE, THAT SHOULD BE A GOODLY CHILD, OF GREAT STRENGTH; BY WHOM, WHEN HE WAS GROWN UP TO MAN'S ESTATE, THE PHILISTINES SHOULD BE AFFLICTED. HE EXHORTED HER ALSO NOT TO POLL HIS HAIR, AND THAT HE SHOULD AVOID ALL OTHER KINDS OF DRINK, (FOR SO HAD GOD COMMANDED,) AND BE ENTIRELY CONTENTED WITH WATER. SO, THE ANGEL, WHEN HE HAD DELIVERED THAT MESSAGE, WENT HIS WAY, HIS COMING HAVING BEEN BY THE WILL OF GOD. 
3. NOW THE WIFE INFORMED HER HUSBAND WHEN HE CAME HOME OF WHAT THE ANGEL HAD SAID, WHO SHOWED SO GREAT AN ADMIRATION OF THE BEAUTY AND TALLNESS OF THE YOUNG MAN THAT HAD APPEARED TO HER, THAT HER HUSBAND WAS ASTONISHED, AND OUT OF HIMSELF FOR JEALOUSY, AND SUCH SUSPICIONS AS ARE EXCITED BY THAT PASSION: BUT SHE WAS DESIROUS OF HAVING HER HUSBAND'S UNREASONABLE SORROW TAKEN AWAY; ACCORDINGLY SHE ENTREATED GOD TO SEND THE ANGEL AGAIN, THAT HE MIGHT BE SEEN BY HER HUSBAND. SO, THE ANGEL CAME AGAIN BY THE FAVOR OF GOD, WHILE THEY WERE IN THE SUBURBS, AND APPEARED TO HER WHEN SHE WAS ALONE WITHOUT HER HUSBAND. SHE DESIRED THE ANGEL TO STAY SO LONG TILL SHE MIGHT BRING HER HUSBAND; AND THAT REQUEST BEING GRANTED, SHE GOES TO CALL MANOAH. WHEN HE SAW THE ANGEL, HE WAS NOT YET FREE FROM SUSPICION, AND HE DESIRED HIM TO INFORM HIM OF ALL THAT HE HAD TOLD HIS WIFE; BUT WHEN HE SAID IT WAS SUFFICIENT THAT SHE ALONE KNEW WHAT HE HAD SAID, HE THEN REQUESTED OF HIM TO TELL WHO HE WAS, THAT WHEN THE CHILD WAS BORN, THEY MIGHT RETURN HIM THANKS, AND GIVE HIM A PRESENT. HE REPLIED THAT HE DID NOT WANT ANY PRESENT, FOR THAT HE DID NOT BRING THEM THE GOOD NEWS OF THE BIRTH OF A SON OUT OF THE WANT OF ANY THING. AND WHEN MANOAH HAD ENTREATED HIM TO STAY, AND PARTAKE OF HIS HOSPITALITY, HE DID NOT GIVE HIS CONSENT. HOWEVER, HE WAS PERSUADED, AT THE EARNEST REQUEST OF MANOAH TO STAY SO LONG AS WHILE HE BROUGHT HIM ONE MARK OF HIS HOSPITALITY; SO, HE SLEW A KID OF THE GOATS, AND BID HIS WIFE BOIL IT. WHEN ALL WAS READY, THE ANGEL ENJOINED HIM TO SET THE LOAVES AND THE FLESH, BUT WITHOUT THE VESSELS, UPON THE ROCK; WHICH WHEN THEY HAD DONE, HE TOUCHED THE FLESH WITH THE ROD WHICH HE HAD IN HIS HAND, WHICH, UPON THE BREAKING OUT OF A FLAME, WAS CONSUMED, TOGETHER WITH THE LOAVES; AND THE ANGEL ASCENDED OPENLY, IN THEIR SIGHT, UP TO HEAVEN, BY MEANS OF THE SMOKE, AS BY A VEHICLE. NOW MANOAH WAS AFRAID THAT SOME DANGER WOULD COME TO THEM FROM THIS SIGHT OF GOD; BUT HIS WIFE BADE HIM BE OF GOOD COURAGE, FOR THAT GOD APPEARED TO THEM FOR THEIR BENEFIT. 
4. SO THE WOMAN PROVED WITH CHILD, AND WAS CAREFUL TO OBSERVE THE INJUNCTIONS THAT WERE GIVEN HER; AND THEY CALLED THE CHILD, WHEN HE WAS BORN, SAMSON, WHICH NAME SIGNIFIES ONE THAT IS STRONG. SO, THE CHILD GREW APACE; AND IT APPEARED EVIDENTLY THAT HE WOULD BE A PROPHET, BOTH BY THE MODERATION OF HIS DIET, AND THE PERMISSION OF HIS HAIR TO GROW. 
5. NOW WHEN HE ONCE CAME WITH HIS PARENTS TO TIMHATH, A CITY OF THE PHILISTINES, WHEN THERE WAS A GREAT FESTIVAL, HE FELL IN LOVE WITH A MAID OF THAT COUNTRY, AND HE DESIRED OF HIS PARENTS THAT THEY WOULD PROCURE HIM THE DAMSEL FOR HIS WIFE: BUT THEY REFUSED SO TO DO, BECAUSE SHE WAS NOT OF THE STOCK OF ISRAEL; YET BECAUSE THIS MARRIAGE WAS OF GOD, WHO INTENDED TO CONVERT IT TO THE BENEFIT OF THE HEBREWS, HE OVER-PERSUADED THEM TO PROCURE HER TO BE ESPOUSED TO HIM. AND AS HE WAS CONTINUALLY COMING TO HER PARENTS, HE MET A LION, AND THOUGH HE WAS NAKED, HE RECEIVED HIS ONSET, AND STRANGLED HIM WITH HIS HANDS, AND CAST THE WILD BEAST INTO A WOODY PIECE OF GROUND ON THE INSIDE OF THE ROAD. 
6. AND WHEN HE WAS GOING ANOTHER TIME TO THE DAMSEL, HE LIT UPON A SWARM OF BEES MAKING THEIR COMBS IN THE BREAST OF THAT LION; AND TAKING THREE HONEY-COMBS AWAY, HE GAVE THEM, TOGETHER WITH THE REST OF HIS PRESENTS, TO THE DAMSEL. NOW THE PEOPLE OF TIMHATH, OUT OF A DREAD OF THE YOUNG MAN'S STRENGTH, GAVE HIM DURING THE TIME OF THE WEDDING-FEAST (FOR HE THEN FEASTED THEM ALL) THIRTY OF THE MOST-STOUT OF THEIR YOUTH, IN PRETENSE TO BE HIS COMPANIONS, BUT IN REALITY, TO BE A GUARD UPON HIM, THAT HE MIGHT NOT ATTEMPT TO GIVE THEM ANY DISTURBANCE. NOW AS THEY WERE DRINKING MERRILY AND PLAYING, SAMSON SAID, AS WAS USUAL AT SUCH TIMES, COME, IF I PROPOSE YOU A RIDDLE, AND YOU CAN EXPOUND IT IN THESE SEVEN DAYS' THEE, I WILL GIVE YOU EVERY ONE A LINEN SHIRT AND A GARMENT, AS THE REWARD OF YOUR WISDOM." SO, THEY BEING VERY AMBITIOUS TO OBTAIN THE GLORY OF WISDOM, TOGETHER WITH THE GAINS, DESIRED HIM TO PROPOSE HIS RIDDLE. HE, "THAT A DEVOURER PRODUCED SWEET FOOD OUT OF ITSELF, THOUGH ITSELF WERE VERY DISAGREEABLE." AND WHEN THEY WERE NOT ABLE, IN THREE DAYS' TIME, TO FIND OUT THE MEANING OF THE RIDDLE, THEY DESIRED THE DAMSEL TO DISCOVER IT BY THE MEANS OF HER HUSBAND, AND TELL IT THEM; AND THEY THREATENED TO BURN HER IF SHE DID NOT TELL IT THEM. SO WHEN THE DAMSEL ENTREATED SAMSON TO TELL IT HER, HE AT FIRST REFUSED TO DO IT; BUT WHEN SHE LAY HARD AT HIM, AND FELL INTO TEARS, AND MADE HIS REFUSAL TO TELL IT A SIGN OF HIS UNKINDNESS TO HER, HE INFORMED HER OF HIS SLAUGHTER OF A LION, AND HOW HE FOUND BEES IN HIS BREAST, AND CARRIED AWAY THREE HONEY-COMBS, AND BROUGHT THEM TO HER. THUS HE, SUSPECTING NOTHING OF DECEIT, INFORMED HER OF ALL, AND SHE REVEALED IT TO THOSE THAT DESIRED TO KNOW IT. THEN ON THE SEVENTH DAY, WHEREON THEY WERE TO EXPOUND THE RIDDLE PROPOSED TO THEM, THEY MET TOGETHER BEFORE SUN-SETTING, AND SAID, "NOTHING IS MORE DISAGREEABLE THAN A LION TO THOSE THAT LIGHT ON IT, AND NOTHING IS SWEETER THAN HONEY TO THOSE THAT MAKE USE OF IT." TO WHICH SAMSON MADE THIS REJOINDER: "NOTHING IS MORE DECEITFUL THAN A WOMAN FOR SUCH WAS THE PERSON THAT DISCOVERED MY INTERPRETATION TO YOU." ACCORDINGLY, HE GAVE THEM THE PRESENTS HE HAD PROMISED THEM, MAKING SUCH ASKELONITES AS MET HIM UPON THE ROAD HIS PREY, WHO WERE THEMSELVES PHILISTINES ALSO. BUT HE DIVORCED THIS HIS WIFE; AND THE GIRL DESPISED HIS ANGER, AND WAS MARRIED TO HIS COMPANION, WHO MADE THE FORMER MATCH BETWEEN THEM. 
7. AT THIS INJURIOUS TREATMENT SAMSON WAS SO PROVOKED, THAT HE RESOLVED TO PUNISH ALL THE PHILISTINES, AS WELL AS HER: SO, IT BEING THEN SUMMER-TIME, AND THE FRUITS OF THE LAND BEING ALMOST RIPE ENOUGH FOR REAPING, HE CAUGHT THREE HUNDRED FOXES, AND JOINING LIGHTED TORCHES TO THEIR TAILS, HE SENT THEM INTO THE FIELDS OF THE PHILISTINES, BY WHICH MEANS THE FRUITS OF THE FIELDS PERISHED. NOW WHEN THE PHILISTINES KNEW THAT THIS WAS SAMSON'S DOING, AND KNEW ALSO FOR WHAT CAUSE, HE DID IT, THEY SENT THEIR RULERS TO TIMHATH, AND BURNT HIS FORMER WIFE, AND HER RELATIONS, WHO HAD BEEN THE OCCASION OF THEIR MISFORTUNES. 
8. NOW WHEN SAMSON HAD SLAIN MANY OF THE PHILISTINES IN THE PLAIN COUNTRY, HE DWELT AT ETAM, WHICH IS A STRONG ROCK OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH; FOR THE PHILISTINES AT THAT TIME MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THAT TRIBE: BUT THE PEOPLE OF JUDAH SAID THAT THEY DID NOT ACT JUSTLY WITH THEM, IN INFLICTING PUNISHMENTS UPON THEM WHILE THEY PAID THEIR TRIBUTE, AND THIS ONLY ON ACCOUNT OF SAMSON'S OFFENSES. THEY ANSWERED, THAT IN CASE THEY WOULD NOT BE BLAMED THEMSELVES, THEY MUST DELIVER UP SAMSON, AND PUT HIM INTO THEIR POWER. SO THEY BEING DESIROUS NOT TO BE BLAMED THEMSELVES, CAME TO THE ROCK WITH THREE THOUSAND ARMED MEN, AND COMPLAINED TO SAMSON OF THE BOLD INSULTS HE HAD MADE UPON THE PHILISTINES, WHO WERE MEN ABLE TO BRING CALAMITY UPON THE WHOLE NATION OF THE HEBREWS; AND THEY TOLD HIM THEY WERE COME TO TAKE HIM, AND TO DELIVER HIM UP TO THEM, AND PUT HIM INTO THEIR POWER; SO THEY DESIRED HIM TO BEAR THIS WILLINGLY. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED ASSURANCE FROM THEM UPON OATH, THAT THEY WOULD DO HIM NO OTHER HARM THAN ONLY TO DELIVER HIM INTO HIS ENEMIES' HANDS, HE CAME DOWN FROM THE ROCK, AND PUT HIMSELF INTO THE POWER OF HIS COUNTRYMEN. THEN DID THEY BIND HIM WITH TWO CORDS, AND LEAD HIM ON, IN ORDER TO DELIVER HIM TO THE PHILISTINES; AND WHEN THEY CAME TO A CERTAIN PLACE, WHICH IS NOW CALLED THE JAW-BONE, ON ACCOUNT OF THE GREAT ACTION THERE PERFORMED BY SAMSON, THOUGH OF OLD IT HAD NO PARTICULAR NAME AT ALL, THE PHILISTINES, WHO HAD PITCHED THEIR CAMP NOT FAR OFF, CAME TO MEET THEM WITH JOY AND SHOUTING, AS HAVING DONE A GREAT THING, AND GAINED WHAT THEY DESIRED; BUT SAMSON BROKE HIS BONDS ASUNDER, AND CATCHING UP THE JAW-BONE OF AN ASS THAT LAY DOWN AT HIS FEET, FELL UPON HIS ENEMIES, AND SMITING THEM WITH HIS JAW-BONE, SLEW A THOUSAND OF THEM, AND PUT THE REST TO FLIGHT AND INTO GREAT DISORDER. 
9. UPON THIS SLAUGHTER SAMSON WAS TOO PROUD OF WHAT HE HAD PERFORMED, AND SAID THAT THIS DID NOT COME TO PASS BY THE ASSISTANCE OF GOD, BUT THAT HIS SUCCESS WAS TO BE ASCRIBED TO HIS OWN COURAGE; AND VAUNTED HIMSELF, THAT IT WAS OUT OF A DREAD OF HIM THAT SOME OF HIS ENEMIES FELL AND THE REST RAN AWAY UPON HIS USE OF THE JAW-BONE; BUT WHEN A GREAT THIRST CAME UPON HIM, HE CONSIDERED THAT HUMAN COURAGE IS NOTHING, AND BARE HIS TESTIMONY THAT ALL IS TO BE ASCRIBED TO GOD, AND BESOUGHT HIM THAT HE WOULD NOT BE ANGRY AT ANY THING HE HAD SAID, NOR GIVE HIM UP INTO THE HANDS OF HIS ENEMIES, BUT AFFORD HIM HELP UNDER HIS AFFLICTION, AND DELIVER HIM FROM THE MISFORTUNE HE WAS UNDER. ACCORDINGLY, GOD WAS MOVED WITH HIS ENTREATIES, AND RAISED HIM UP A PLENTIFUL FOUNTAIN OF SWEET WATER AT A CERTAIN ROCK WHENCE IT WAS THAT SAMSON CALLED THE PLACE THE JAW-BONE, AND SO IT IS CALLED TO THIS DAY. 
10. AFTER THIS FIGHT SAMSON HELD THE PHILISTINES IN CONTEMPT, AND CAME TO GAZA, AND TOOK UP HIS LODGINGS IN A CERTAIN INN. WHEN THE RULERS OF GAZA WERE INFORMED OF HIS COMING THITHER, THEY SEIZED UPON THE GATES, AND PLACED MEN IN AMBUSH ABOUT THEM, THAT HE MIGHT NOT ESCAPE WITHOUT BEING PERCEIVED; BUT SAMSON, WHO WAS ACQUAINTED WITH THEIR CONTRIVANCES AGAINST HIM, AROSE ABOUT MIDNIGHT, AND RAN BY FORCE UPON THE GATES, WITH THEIR POSTS AND BEAMS, AND THE REST OF THEIR WOODEN FURNITURE, AND CARRIED THEM AWAY ON HIS SHOULDERS, AND BARE THEM TO THE MOUNTAIN THAT IS OVER HEBRON, AND THERE LAID THEM DOWN. 
11. HOWEVER, HE AT LENGTH TRANSGRESSED THE LAWS OF HIS COUNTRY, AND ALTERED HIS OWN REGULAR WAY OF LIVING, AND IMITATED THE STRANGE CUSTOMS OF FOREIGNERS, WHICH THING WAS THE BEGINNING OF HIS MISERIES; FOR HE FELL IN LOVE WITH A WOMAN THAT WAS A HARLOT AMONG THE PHILISTINES: HER NAME WAS DELILAH, AND HE LIVED WITH HER. SO THOSE THAT ADMINISTERED THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS OF THE PHILISTINES CAME TO HER, AND, WITH PROMISES, INDUCED HER TO GET OUT OF SAMSON WHAT WAS THE CAUSE OF THAT HIS STRENGTH, BY WHICH HE BECAME UNCONQUERABLE TO HIS ENEMIES. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN THEY WERE DRINKING, AND HAD THE LIKE CONVERSATION TOGETHER, SHE PRETENDED TO ADMIRE THE ACTIONS HE HAD DONE, AND CONTRIVED TO GET OUT OF HIM BY SUBTLETY, BY WHAT MEANS HE SO MUCH EXCELLED OTHERS IN STRENGTH. SAMSON, IN ORDER TO DELUDE DELILAH, FOR HE HAD NOT YET LOST HIS SENSES, REPLIED, THAT IF HE WERE BOUND WITH SEVEN SUCH GREEN WITHS OF A VINE AS MIGHT STILL BE WREATHED, HE SHOULD BE WEAKER THAN ANY OTHER MAN. THE WOMAN SAID NO MORE THEN, BUT TOLD THIS TO THE RULERS OF THE PHILISTINES, AND HID CERTAIN OF THE SOLDIERS IN AMBUSH WITHIN THE HOUSE; AND WHEN HE WAS DISORDERED IN DRINK AND ASLEEP, SHE BOUND HIM AS FAST AS POSSIBLE WITH THE WITHS; AND THEN UPON HER AWAKENING HIM, SHE TOLD HIM SOME OF THE PEOPLE WERE UPON HIM; BUT HE BROKE THE WITHS, AND ENDEAVORED TO DEFEND HIMSELF, AS THOUGH SOME OF THE PEOPLE WERE UPON HIM. NOW THIS WOMAN, IN THE CONSTANT CONVERSATION SAMSON HAD WITH HER, PRETENDED THAT SHE TOOK IT VERY ILL THAT HE HAD SUCH LITTLE CONFIDENCE IN HER AFFECTIONS TO HIM, THAT HE WOULD NOT TELL HER WHAT SHE DESIRED, AS IF SHE WOULD NOT CONCEAL WHAT SHE KNEW IT WAS FOR HIS INTEREST TO HAVE CONCEALED. HOWEVER, HE DELUDED HER AGAIN, AND TOLD HER, THAT IF THEY BOUND HIM WITH SEVEN CORDS, HE SHOULD LOSE HIS STRENGTH. AND WHEN, UPON DOING THIS, SHE GAINED NOTHING, HE TOLD HER THE THIRD THEE, THAT HIS HAIR SHOULD BE WOVEN INTO A WEB; BUT WHEN, UPON DOING THIS, THE TRUTH WAS NOT YET DISCOVERED, AT LENGTH SAMSON, UPON DELILAH'S PRAYER, (FOR HE WAS DOOMED TO FALL INTO SOME AFFLICTION,) WAS DESIROUS TO PLEASE HER, AND TOLD HER THAT GOD TOOK CARE OF HIM, AND THAT HE WAS BORN BY HIS PROVIDENCE, AND THAT "THENCE IT IS THAT I SUFFER MY HAIR TO GROW, GOD HAVING CHARGED ME NEVER TO POLL MY HEAD, AND THENCE MY STRENGTH IS ACCORDING TO THE INCREASE AND CONTINUANCE OF MY HAIR." WHEN SHE HAD LEARNED THUS MUCH, AND HAD DEPRIVED HIM OF HIS HAIR, SHE DELIVERED HIM UP TO HIS ENEMIES, WHEN HE WAS NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO DEFEND HIMSELF FROM THEIR ATTEMPTS UPON HIM; SO, THEY PUT OUT HIS EYES, AND BOUND HIM, AND HAD HIM LED ABOUT AMONG THEM. 
12. BUT IN PROCESS OF TIME SAMSON'S HAIR GREW AGAIN. AND THERE WAS A PUBLIC FESTIVAL AMONG THE PHILISTINES, WHEN THE RULERS, AND THOSE OF THE MOST EMINENT CHARACTER, WERE FEASTING TOGETHER; (NOW THE ROOM WHEREIN THEY WERE HAD ITS ROOF SUPPORTED BY TWO PILLARS); SO, THEY SENT FOR SAMSON, AND HE WAS BROUGHT TO THEIR FEAST, THAT THEY MIGHT INSULT HIM IN THEIR CUPS. HEREUPON HE, THINKING IT ONE OF THE GREATEST MISFORTUNES, IF HE SHOULD NOT BE ABLE TO REVENGE HIMSELF WHEN HE WAS THUS INSULTED, PERSUADED THE BOY THAT LED HIM BY THE HAND, THAT HE WAS WEARY AND WANTED TO REST HIMSELF, AND DESIRED HE WOULD BRING HIM NEAR THE PILLARS; AND AS SOON AS HE CAME TO THEM, HE RUSHED WITH FORCE AGAINST THEM, AND OVERTHREW THE HOUSE, BY OVERTHROWING ITS PILLARS, WITH THREE THOUSAND MEN IN IT, WHO WERE ALL SLAIN, AND SAMSON WITH THEM. AND SUCH WAS THE END OF THIS MAN, WHEN HE HAD RULED OVER THE ISRAELITES TWENTY YEARS. AND INDEED, THIS MAN DESERVES TO BE ADMIRED FOR HIS COURAGE AND STRENGTH, AND MAGNANIMITY AT HIS DEATH, AND THAT HIS WRATH AGAINST HIS ENEMIES WENT SO FAR AS TO DIE HIMSELF WITH THEM. BUT AS FOR HIS BEING ENSNARED BY A WOMAN, THAT IS TO BE ASCRIBED TO HUMAN NATURE, WHICH IS TOO WEAK TO RESIST THE TEMPTATIONS TO THAT SIN; BUT WE OUGHT TO BEAR HIM WITNESS, THAT IN ALL OTHER RESPECTS HE WAS ONE OF EXTRAORDINARY VIRTUE. BUT HIS KINDRED TOOK AWAY HIS BODY, AND BURIED IT IN SARASAT HIS OWN COUNTRY, WITH THE REST OF HIS FAMILY.
CHAPTER 9. HOW UNDER ELI'S GOVERNMENT OF THE ISRAELITES BOOZ MARRIED RUTH, FROM WHOM CAME OBED THE GRANDFATHER OF DAVID. 
1. NOW AFTER THE DEATH OF SAMSON, ELI THE HIGH PRIEST WAS GOVERNOR OF THE ISRAELITES. UNDER HIM, WHEN THE COUNTRY WAS AFFLICTED WITH A FAMINE, ELIMELECH OF BETHLEHEM, WHICH IS A CITY OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, BEING NOT ABLE TO SUPPORT HIS FAMILY UNDER SO SORE A DISTRESS, TOOK WITH HIM NAOMI HIS WIFE, AND THE CHILDREN THAT WERE BORN TO HIM BY HER, CHILLON AND MAHLON, AND REMOVED HIS HABITATION INTO THE LAND OF MOAB; AND UPON THE HAPPY PROSPERITY OF HIS AFFAIRS THERE, HE TOOK FOR HIS SONS WIVES OF THE MOABITES, ORPAH FOR CHILLON, AND RUTH FOR MAHLON. BUT IN THE COMPASS OF TEN YEARS, BOTH ELIMELECH, AND A LITTLE WHILE AFTER HIM, THE SONS, DIED; AND NAOMI BEING VERY UNEASY AT THESE ACCIDENTS, AND NOT BEING ABLE TO BEAR HER LONESOME CONDITION, NOW THOSE THAT WERE DEAREST TO HER WERE DEAD, ON WHOSE ACCOUNT IT WAS THAT SHE HAD GONE AWAY FROM HER OWN COUNTRY, SHE RETURNED TO IT AGAIN, FOR SHE HAD BEEN INFORMED IT WAS NOW IN A FLOURISHING CONDITION. HOWEVER, HER DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW WERE NOT ABLE TO THINK OF PARTING WITH HER; AND WHEN THEY HAD A MIND TO GO OUT OF THE COUNTRY WITH HER, SHE COULD NOT DISSUADE THEM FROM IT; BUT WHEN THEY INSISTED UPON IT, SHE WISHED THEM A MORE HAPPY WEDLOCK THAN THEY HAD WITH HER SONS, AND THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE PROSPERITY IN OTHER RESPECTS ALSO; AND SEEING HER OWN AFFAIRS WERE SO LOW, SHE EXHORTED THEM TO STAY WHERE THEY WERE, AND NOT TO THINK OF LEAVING THEIR OWN COUNTRY, AND PARTAKING WITH HER OF THAT UNCERTAINTY UNDER WHICH SHE MUST RETURN. ACCORDINGLY, ORPAH STAID BEHIND; BUT SHE TOOK RUTH ALONG WITH HER, AS NOT TO BE PERSUADED TO STAY BEHIND HER, BUT WOULD TAKE HER FORTUNE WITH HER, WHATSOEVER IT SHOULD PROVE. 
2. WHEN RUTH WAS COME WITH HER MOTHER-IN-LAW TO BETHLEHEM, BOOZ, WHO WAS NEAR OF KIN TO ELIMELECH, ENTERTAINED HER; AND WHEN NAOMI WAS SO CALLED BY HER FELLOW CITIZENS, ACCORDING TO HER TRUE NAME, SHE SAID, "YOU MIGHT MORE TRULY CALL ME MARA." NOW NAOMI SIGNIFIES IN THE HEBREW TONGUE HAPPINESS, AND MARA, SORROW. IT WAS NOW REAPING THEE; AND RUTH, BY THE LEAVE OF HER MOTHER-IN-LAW, WENT OUT TO GLEAN, THAT THEY MIGHT GET A STOCK OF CORN FOR THEIR FOOD. NOW IT HAPPENED THAT SHE CAME INTO BOOZ'S FIELD; AND AFTER SOME THEE BOOZ CAME THITHER, AND WHEN HE SAW THE DAMSEL, HE INQUIRED OF HIS SERVANT THAT WAS SET OVER THE REAPERS CONCERNING THE GIRL. THE SERVANT HAD A LITTLE BEFORE INQUIRED ABOUT ALL HER CIRCUMSTANCES, AND TOLD THEM TO HIS MASTER, WHO KINDLY EMBRACED HER, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF HER AFFECTION TO HER MOTHER-IN-LAW, AND HER REMEMBRANCE OF THAT SON OF HERS TO WHOM SHE HAD BEEN MARRIED, AND WISHED THAT SHE MIGHT EXPERIENCE A PROSPEROUS CONDITION; SO, HE DESIRED HER NOT TO GLEAN, BUT TO REAP WHAT SHE WAS ABLE, AND GAVE HER LEAVE TO CARRY IT HOME. HE ALSO GAVE IT IN CHARGE TO THAT SERVANT WHO WAS OVER THE REAPERS, NOT TO HINDER HER WHEN SHE TOOK IT AWAY, AND BADE HIM GIVE HER HER DINNER, AND MAKE HER DRINK WHEN HE DID THE LIKE TO THE REAPERS. NOW WHAT CORN RUTH RECEIVED OF HIM SHE KEPT FOR HER MOTHER-IN-LAW, AND CAME TO HER IN THE EVENING, AND BROUGHT THE EARS OF CORN WITH HER; AND NAOMI HAD KEPT FOR HER A PART OF SUCH FOOD AS HER NEIGHBORS HAD PLENTIFULLY BESTOWED UPON HER. RUTH ALSO TOLD HER MOTHER-IN-LAW WHAT BOOZ HAD SAID TO HER; AND WHEN THE OTHER HAD INFORMED HER THAT HE WAS NEAR OF KIN TO THEM, AND PERHAPS WAS SO PIOUS A MAN AS TO MAKE SOME PROVISION FOR THEM, SHE WENT OUT AGAIN ON THE DAYS FOLLOWING, TO GATHER THE GLEANINGS WITH BOOZ'S MAIDSERVANTS. 
3. IT WAS NOT MANY DAYS BEFORE BOOZ, AFTER THE BARLEY WAS WINNOWED, SLEPT IN HIS THRASHING-FLOOR. WHEN NAOMI WAS INFORMED OF THIS CIRCUMSTANCE, SHE CONTRIVED IT SO THAT RUTH SHOULD LIE DOWN BY HIM, FOR SHE THOUGHT IT MIGHT BE FOR THEIR ADVANTAGE THAT HE SHOULD DISCOURSE WITH THE GIRL. ACCORDINGLY, SHE SENT THE DAMSEL TO SLEEP AT HIS FEET; WHO WENT AS SHE BADE HER, FOR SHE DID NOT THINK IT CONSISTENT WITH HER DUTY TO CONTRADICT ANY COMMAND OF HER MOTHER-IN-LAW. AND AT FIRST SHE LAY CONCEALED FROM BOOZ, AS HE WAS FAST ASLEEP; BUT WHEN HE AWAKED ABOUT MIDNIGHT, AND PERCEIVED A WOMAN LYING BY HIM, HE ASKED WHO SHE WAS; - AND WHEN SHE TOLD HIM HER NAME, AND DESIRED THAT HE WHOM SHE OWNED FOR HER LORD WOULD EXCUSE HER, HE THEN SAID NO MORE; BUT IN THE MORNING, BEFORE THE SERVANTS BEGAN TO SET ABOUT THEIR WORK, HE AWAKED HER, AND BID HER TAKE AS MUCH BARLEY AS SHE WAS ABLE TO CARRY, AND GO TO HER MOTHER-IN-LAW BEFORE ANY BODY THERE SHOULD SEE THAT SHE HAD LAIN DOWN BY HIM, BECAUSE IT WAS BUT PRUDENT TO AVOID ANY REPROACH THAT MIGHT ARISE ON THAT ACCOUNT, ESPECIALLY WHEN THERE HAD BEEN NOTHING DONE THAT WAS ILL. BUT AS TO THE MAIN POINT SHE AIMED AT, THE MATTER SHOULD REST HERE, - "HE THAT IS NEARER OF KIN THAN I AM, SHALL BE ASKED WHETHER HE WANTS TO TAKE THEE TO WIFE: IF HE SAYS HE DOES, THOU SHALT FOLLOW HIM; BUT IF HE, REFUSE IT, I WILL MARRY THEE, ACCORDING TO THE LAW." 
4. WHEN SHE HAD INFORMED HER MOTHER-IN-LAW OF THIS, THEY WERE VERY GLAD OF IT, OUT OF THE HOPE THEY HAD THAT BOOZ WOULD MAKE PROVISION FOR THEM. NOW ABOUT NOON BOOZ WENT DOWN INTO THE CITY, AND GATHERED THE SENATE TOGETHER, AND WHEN HE HAD SENT FOR RUTH, HE CALLED FOR HER KINSMAN ALSO; AND WHEN HE WAS COME, HE SAID, "DOST NOT THOU RETAIN THE INHERITANCE OF ELIMELECH AND HIS SONS?" HE CONFESSED THAT HE DID RETAIN IT, AND THAT HE DID AS HE WAS PERMITTED TO DO BY THE LAWS, BECAUSE HE WAS THEIR NEAREST KINSMAN. THEN SAID BOOZ, "THOU MUST NOT REMEMBER THE LAWS BY HALVES, BUT DO EVERY THING ACCORDING TO THEM; FOR THE WIFE OF MAHLON IS COME HITHER, WHOM THOU MUST MARRY, ACCORDING TO THE LAW, IN CASE THOU WILT RETAIN THEIR FIELDS." SO THE MAN YIELDED UP BOTH THE FIELD AND THE WIFE TO BOOZ, WHO WAS HIMSELF OF KIN TO THOSE THAT WERE DEAD, AS ALLEGING THAT HE HAD A WIFE ALREADY, AND CHILDREN ALSO; SO BOOZ CALLED THE SENATE TO WITNESS, AND BID THE WOMAN TO LOOSE HIS SHOE, AND SPIT IN HIS FACE, ACCORDING TO THE LAW; AND WHEN THIS WAS DONE, BOOZ MARRIED RUTH, AND THEY HAD A SON WITHIN A YEAR'S TIME. NAOMI WAS HERSELF A NURSE TO THIS CHILD; AND BY THE ADVICE OF THE WOMEN, CALLED HIM OBED, AS BEING TO BE BROUGHT UP IN ORDER TO BE SUBSERVIENT TO HER IN HER OLD AGE, FOR OBED IN THE HEBREW DIALECT SIGNIFIES A SERVANT. THE SON OF OBED WAS JESSE, AND DAVID WAS HIS SON, WHO WAS KING, AND LEFT HIS DOMINIONS TO HIS SONS FOR ONE AND TWENTY GENERATIONS. I WAS THEREFORE OBLIGED TO RELATE THIS HISTORY OF RUTH, BECAUSE I HAD A MIND TO DEMONSTRATE THE POWER OF GOD, WHO, WITHOUT DIFFICULTY, CAN RAISE THOSE THAT ARE OF ORDINARY PARENTAGE TO DIGNITY AND SPLENDOR, TO WHICH HE ADVANCED DAVID, THOUGH HE WERE BORN OF SUCH MEAN PARENTS.
CHAPTER 10. CONCERNING THE BIRTH OF SAMUEL; AND HOW HE FORETOLD THE CALAMITY THAT BEFELL THE SONS OF ELI. 
1. AND NOW UPON THE ILL STATE OF THE AFFAIRS OF THE HEBREWS, THEY MADE WAR AGAIN UPON THE PHILISTINES. THE OCCASION WAS THIS: ELI, THE HIGH PRIEST, HAD TWO SONS, HOPHNI AND PHINEAS. THESE SONS OF ELI WERE GUILTY OF INJUSTICE TOWARDS MEN, AND OF IMPIETY TOWARDS GOD, AND ABSTAINED FROM NO SORT OF WICKEDNESS. SOME OF THEIR GIFTS THEY CARRIED OFF, AS BELONGING TO THE HONORABLE EMPLOYMENT THEY HAD; OTHERS OF THEM THEY TOOK AWAY BY VIOLENCE. THEY ALSO WERE GUILTY OF IMPURITY WITH THE WOMEN THAT CAME TO WORSHIP GOD AT THE TABERNACLE, OBLIGING SOME TO SUBMIT TO THEIR LUST BY FORCE, AND ENTICING OTHERS BY BRIBES; NAY, THE WHOLE COURSE OF THEIR LIVES WAS NO BETTER THAN TYRANNY. THEIR FATHER THEREFORE WAS ANGRY AT THEM FOR SUCH THEIR WICKEDNESS, AND EXPECTED THAT GOD WOULD SUDDENLY INFLICT HIS PUNISHMENTS UPON THEM FOR WHAT THEY HAD DONE. THE MULTITUDE TOOK IT HEINOUSLY ALSO. AND AS SOON AS GOD HAD FORETOLD WHAT CALAMITY WOULD BEFALL ELI'S SONS, WHICH HE DID BOTH TO ELI HIMSELF AND TO SAMUEL THE PROPHET, WHO WAS YET BUT A CHILD, HE OPENLY SHOWED HIS SORROW FOR HIS SONS' DESTRUCTION. 
2. I WILL FIRST DISPATCH WHAT I HAVE TO SAY ABOUT THE PROPHET SAMUEL, AND AFTER THAT WILL PROCEED TO SPEAK OF THE SONS OF ELI, AND THE MISERIES THEY BROUGHT ON THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF THE HEBREWS. ELCANAH, A LEVITE, ONE OF A MIDDLE CONDITION AMONG HIS FELLOW CITIZENS, AND ONE THAT DWELT AT RAMATHAIM, A CITY OF THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM, MARRIED TWO WIVES, HANNAH AND PENINNAH. HE HAD CHILDREN BY THE LATTER; BUT HE LOVED THE OTHER BEST, ALTHOUGH SHE WAS BARREN. NOW ELCANAH CAME WITH HIS WIVES TO THE CITY SHILOH TO SACRIFICE, FOR THERE IT WAS THAT THE TABERNACLE OF GOD WAS FIXED, AS WE HAVE FORMERLY SAID. NOW WHEN, AFTER HE HAD SACRIFICED, HE DISTRIBUTED AT THAT FESTIVAL PORTIONS OF THE FLESH TO HIS WIVES AND CHILDREN, AND WHEN HANNAH SAW THE OTHER WIFE'S CHILDREN SITTING ROUND ABOUT THEIR MOTHER, SHE FELL INTO TEARS, AND LAMENTED HERSELF ON ACCOUNT OF HER BARRENNESS AND LONESOMENESS; AND SUFFERING HER GRIEF TO PREVAIL OVER HER HUSBAND'S CONSOLATIONS TO HER, SHE WENT TO THE TABERNACLE TO BESEECH GOD TO GIVE HER SEED, AND TO MAKE HER A MOTHER; AND TO VOW TO CONSECRATE THE FIRST SON SHE SHOULD BEAR TO THE SERVICE OF GOD, AND THIS IN SUCH A WAY, THAT HIS MANNER OF LIVING SHOULD NOT BE LIKE THAT OF ORDINARY MEN. AND AS SHE CONTINUED AT HER PRAYERS A LONG TIME, ELI, THE HIGH PRIEST, FOR HE SAT THERE BEFORE THE TABERNACLE, BID HER GO AWAY, THINKING SHE HAD BEEN DISORDERED WITH WINE; BUT WHEN SHE SAID SHE HAD, DRANK WATER, BUT WAS IN SORROW FOR WANT OF CHILDREN, AND WAS BESEECHING GOD FOR THEM, HE BID HER BE OF GOOD CHEER, AND TOLD HER THAT GOD WOULD SEND HER CHILDREN. 
3. SO SHE CAME TO HER HUSBAND FULL OF HOPE, AND ATE HER MEAL WITH GLADNESS. AND WHEN THEY HAD RETURNED TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY, SHE FOUND HERSELF WITH CHILD, AND THEY HAD A SON BORN TO THEM, TO WHOM THEY GAVE THE NAME OF SAMUEL, WHICH MAY BE STYLED ONE THAT WAS ASKED OF GOD. THEY THEREFORE CAME TO THE TABERNACLE TO OFFER SACRIFICE FOR THE BIRTH OF THE CHILD, AND BROUGHT THEIR TITHES WITH THEM; BUT THE WOMAN REMEMBERED THE VOWS SHE HAD MADE CONCERNING HER SON, AND DELIVERED HIM TO ELI, DEDICATING HIM TO GOD, THAT HE MIGHT BECOME A PROPHET. ACCORDINGLY, HIS HAIR WAS SUFFERED TO GROW LONG, AND HIS DRINK WAS WATER. SO, SAMUEL DWELT AND WAS BROUGHT UP IN THE TEMPLE. BUT ELCANAH HAD OTHER SONS BY HANNAH, AND THREE DAUGHTERS. 
4. NOW WHEN SAMUEL WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD, HE BEGAN TO PROPHESY: AND ONCE WHEN HE WAS ASLEEP, GOD CALLED TO HIM BY HIS NAME; AND HE, SUPPOSING HE HAD BEEN CALLED BY THE HIGH PRIEST, CAME TO HIM: BUT WHEN THE HIGH PRIEST SAID HE DID NOT CALL HIM, GOD DID SO THRICE. ELI WAS THEN SO FAR ILLUMINATED, THAT HE SAID TO HIM, "INDEED, SAMUEL, I WAS SILENT NOW AS WELL AS BEFORE: IT IS GOD THAT CALLS THEE; DO THOU THEREFORE SIGNIFY IT TO HIM, AND SAY, I AM HERE READY." SO WHEN HE HEARD GOD SPEAK AGAIN, HE DESIRED HIM TO SPEAK, AND TO DELIVER WHAT ORACLES HE PLEASED TO HIM, FOR HE WOULD NOT FAIL TO PERFORM ANY MINISTRATION WHATSOEVER HE SHOULD MAKE USE OF HIM IN; - TO WHICH GOD REPLIED, "SINCE THOU ART HERE READY, LEARN WHAT MISERIES ARE COMING UPON THE ISRAELITES, - SUCH INDEED AS WORDS CANNOT DECLARE, NOR FAITH BELIEVE; FOR THE SONS OF ELI SHALL DIE ON ONE DAY, AND THE PRIESTHOOD SHALL BE TRANSFERRED INTO THE FAMILY OF ELEAZAR; FOR ELI HATH LOVED HIS SONS MORE THAN HE HATH LOVED MY WORSHIP, AND TO SUCH A DEGREE AS IS NOT FOR THEIR ADVANTAGE." WHICH MESSAGE ELI OBLIGED THE PROPHET BY OATH TO TELL HIM, FOR OTHERWISE HE HAD NO INCLINATION TO AFFLICT HIM BY TELLING IT. AND NOW ELI HAD A FAR MORE-SURE EXPECTATION OF THE PERDITION OF HIS SONS; BUT THE GLORY OF SAMUEL INCREASED MORE AND MORE, IT BEING FOUND BY EXPERIENCE THAT WHATSOEVER HE PROPHESIED CAME TO PASS ACCORDINGLY.
CHAPTER 11. HEREIN IS DECLARED WHAT BEFELL THE SONS OF ELI, THE ARK, AND THE PEOPLE AND HOW ELI HIMSELF DIED MISERABLY. 
1. ABOUT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT THE PHILISTINES MADE WAR AGAINST THE ISRAELITES, AND PITCHED THEIR CAMP AT THE CITY APHEK. NOW WHEN THE ISRAELITES HAD EXPECTED THEM A LITTLE WHILE, THE VERY NEXT DAY THEY JOINED BATTLE, AND THE PHILISTINES WERE CONQUERORS, AND SLEW ABOVE FOUR THOUSAND OF THE HEBREWS, AND PURSUED THE REST OF THEIR MULTITUDE TO THEIR CAMP. 
2. SO THE HEBREWS BEING AFRAID OF THE WORST, SENT TO THE SENATE, AND TO THE HIGH PRIEST, AND DESIRED THAT THEY WOULD BRING THE ARK OF GOD, THAT BY PUTTING THEMSELVES IN ARRAY, WHEN IT WAS PRESENT WITH THEM, THEY MIGHT BE TOO HARD FOR THEIR ENEMIES, AS NOT REFLECTING THAT HE WHO HAD CONDEMNED THEM TO ENDURE THESE CALAMITIES WAS GREATER THAN THE ARK, AND FOR WHOSE SAKE IT WAS THAT THIS ARK CAME TO BE HONORED. SO, THE ARK CAME, AND THE SONS OF THE HIGH PRIEST WITH IT, HAVING RECEIVED A CHARGE FROM THEIR FATHER, THAT IF THEY PRETENDED TO SURVIVE THE TAKING OF THE ARK, THEY SHOULD COME NO MORE INTO HIS PRESENCE, FOR PHINEAS OFFICIATED ALREADY AS HIGH PRIEST, HIS FATHER HAVING RESIGNED HIS OFFICE TO HIM, BY REASON OF HIS GREAT AGE. SO THE HEBREWS WERE FULL OF COURAGE, AS SUPPOSING THAT, BY THE COMING OF THE ARK, THEY SHOULD BE TOO HARD FOR THEIR ENEMIES: THEIR ENEMIES ALSO WERE GREATLY CONCERNED, AND WERE AFRAID OF THE ARK'S COMING TO THE ISRAELITES: HOWEVER, THE UPSHOT DID NOT PROVE AGREEABLE TO THE EXPECTATION OF BOTH SIDES, BUT WHEN THE BATTLE WAS JOINED, THAT VICTORY WHICH THE HEBREWS EXPECTED WAS GAINED BY THE PHILISTINES, AND THAT DEFEAT THE PHILISTINES WERE AFRAID OF FELL TO THE LOT OF THE ISRAELITES, AND THEREBY THEY FOUND THAT THEY HAD PUT THEIR TRUST IN THE ARK IN VAIN, FOR THEY WERE PRESENTLY BEATEN AS SOON AS THEY CAME TO A CLOSE FIGHT WITH THEIR ENEMIES, AND LOST ABOUT THIRTY THOUSAND MEN, AMONG WHOM WERE THE SONS OF THE HIGH PRIEST; BUT THE ARK WAS CARRIED AWAY BY THE ENEMIES. 
3. WHEN THE NEWS OF THIS DEFEAT CAME TO SHILOH, WITH THAT OF THE CAPTIVITY OF THE ARK, (FOR A CERTAIN YOUNG MAN, A BENJAMITE, WHO WAS IN THE ACTION, CAME AS A MESSENGER THITHER,) THE WHOLE CITY WAS FULL OF LAMENTATIONS. AND ELI, THE HIGH PRIEST, WHO SAT UPON A HIGH THRONE AT ONE OF THE GATES, HEARD THEIR MOURNFUL CRIES, AND SUPPOSED THAT SOME STRANGE THING HAD BEFALLEN HIS FAMILY. SO, HE SENT FOR THE YOUNG MAN; AND WHEN HE UNDERSTOOD WHAT HAD HAPPENED IN THE BATTLE, HE WAS NOT MUCH UNEASY AS TO HIS SONS, OR WHAT WAS TOLD HIM WITHAL ABOUT THE ARMY, AS HAVING BEFOREHAND KNOWN BY DIVINE REVELATION THAT THOSE THINGS WOULD HAPPEN, AND HAVING HIMSELF DECLARED THEM BEFOREHAND, - FOR WHAT SAD THINGS COME UNEXPECTEDLY THEY DISTRESS MEN THE MOST; BUT AS SOON AS [HE HEARD] THE ARK WAS CARRIED CAPTIVE BY THEIR ENEMIES, HE WAS VERY MUCH GRIEVED AT IT, BECAUSE IT FELL OUT QUITE DIFFERENTLY FROM WHAT HE EXPECTED; SO HE FELL DOWN FROM HIS THRONE AND DIED, HAVING IN ALL LIVED NINETY-EIGHT YEARS, AND OF THEM RETAINED THE GOVERNMENT FORTY. 
4. ON THE SAME DAY HIS SON PHINEAS'S WIFE DIED ALSO, AS NOT ABLE TO SURVIVE THE MISFORTUNE OF HER HUSBAND; FOR THEY TOLD HER OF HER HUSBAND'S DEATH AS SHE WAS IN LABOR. HOWEVER, SHE, BARE A SON AT SEVEN MONTHS, WHO LIVED, AND TO WHOM THEY GAVE THE NAME OF ICABOD, WHICH NAME SIGNIFIES DISGRACE, - AND THIS BECAUSE THE ARMY RECEIVED A DISGRACE AT THIS THEE. 5. NOW ELI WAS THE FIRST OF THE FAMILY OF ITHAMAR, THE OTHER SON OF AARON, THAT HAD THE GOVERNMENT; FOR THE FAMILY OF ELEAZAR OFFICIATED AS HIGH PRIEST AT FIRST, THE SON STILL RECEIVING THAT HONOR FROM THE FATHER WHICH ELEAZAR BEQUEATHED TO HIS SON PHINEAS; AFTER WHOM ABIEZER HIS SON TOOK THE HONOR, AND DELIVERED IT TO HIS SON, WHOSE NAME WAS BUKKI, FROM WHOM HIS SON OZI RECEIVED IT; AFTER WHOM ELI, OF WHOM WE HAVE BEEN SPEAKING, HAD THE PRIESTHOOD, AND SO HE AND HIS POSTERITY UNTIL THE THEE OF SOLOMON'S REIGN; BUT THEN THE POSTERITY OF ELEAZAR REASSUMED IT.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK VI
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THIRTY-TWO YEARS FROM THE DEATH OF ELI TO THE DEATH OF SAUL
CHAPTER 1. THE DESTRUCTION THAT CAME UPON THE PHILISTINES, AND UPON THEIR LAND, BY THE WRATH OF GOD ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR HAVING CARRIED THE ARK AWAY CAPTIVE; AND AFTER WHAT MANNER THEY SENT IT BACK TO THE HEBREWS. 
1. WHEN THE PHILISTINES HAD TAKEN THE ARK OF THE HEBREWS CAPTIVE, AS I SAID A LITTLE BEFORE, THEY CARRIED IT TO THE CITY OF ASHDOD, AND PUT IT BY THEIR OWN GOD, WHO WAS CALLED DAGON, AS ONE OF THEIR SPOILS; BUT WHEN THEY WENT INTO HIS TEMPLE THE NEXT MORNING TO WORSHIP THEIR GOD, THEY FOUND HIM PAYING THE SAME WORSHIP TO THE ARK, FOR HE LAY ALONG, AS HAVING FALLEN DOWN FROM THE BASIS WHEREON HE HAD STOOD: SO THEY TOOK HIM UP, AND SET HIM ON HIS BASIS AGAIN, AND WERE MUCH TROUBLED AT WHAT HAD HAPPENED; AND AS THEY FREQUENTLY CAME TO DAGON AND FOUND HIM STILL LYING ALONG, IN A POSTURE OF ADORATION TO THE ARK, THEY WERE IN VERY GREAT DISTRESS AND CONFUSION. AT LENGTH GOD SENT A VERY DESTRUCTIVE DISEASE UPON THE CITY AND COUNTRY OF ASHDOD, FOR THEY DIED OF THE DYSENTERY OR FLUX, A SORE DISTEMPER, THAT BROUGHT DEATH UPON THEM VERY SUDDENLY; FOR BEFORE THE SOUL COULD, AS USUAL IN EASY DEATHS, BE WELL LOOSED FROM THE BODY, THEY BROUGHT UP THEIR ENTRAILS, AND VOMITED UP WHAT THEY HAD EATEN, AND WHAT WAS ENTIRELY CORRUPTED BY THE DISEASE. AND AS TO THE FRUITS OF THEIR COUNTRY, A GREAT MULTITUDE OF MICE AROSE OUT OF THE EARTH AND HURT THEM, AND SPARED NEITHER THE PLANTS NOR THE FRUITS. NOW WHILE THE PEOPLE OF ASHDOD WERE UNDER THESE MISFORTUNES, AND WERE NOT ABLE TO SUPPORT THEMSELVES UNDER THEIR CALAMITIES, THEY PERCEIVED THAT THEY SUFFERED THUS BECAUSE OF THE ARK, AND THAT THE VICTORY THEY HAD GOTTEN, AND THEIR HAVING TAKEN THE ARK CAPTIVE, HAD NOT HAPPENED FOR THEIR GOOD; THEY THEREFORE SENT TO THE PEOPLE OF ASKELON, AND DESIRED THAT THEY WOULD RECEIVE THE ARK AMONG THEM. THIS DESIRE OF THE PEOPLE OF ASHDOD WAS NOT DISAGREEABLE TO THOSE OF ASKELON, SO THEY GRANTED THEM THAT FAVOR. BUT WHEN THEY HAD GOTTEN THE ARK, THEY WERE IN THE SAME MISERABLE CONDITION; FOR THE ARK CARRIED ALONG WITH IT THE DISASTERS THAT THE PEOPLE OF ASHDOD HAD SUFFERED, TO THOSE WHO RECEIVED IT FROM THEM. THOSE OF ASKELON ALSO SENT IT AWAY FROM THEMSELVES TO OTHERS: NOR DID IT STAY AMONG THOSE OTHERS NEITHER; FOR SINCE THEY WERE PURSUED BY THE SAME DISASTERS, THEY STILL SENT IT TO THE NEIGHBORING CITIES; SO THAT THE ARK WENT [A] ROUND, AFTER THIS MANNER, TO THE FIVE CITIES OF THE PHILISTINES, AS THOUGH IT EXACTED THESE DISASTERS AS A TRIBUTE TO BE PAID IT FOR ITS COMING AMONG THEM. 
2. WHEN THOSE THAT HAD EXPERIENCED THESE MISERIES WERE TIRED OUT WITH THEM, AND WHEN THOSE THAT HEARD OF THEM WERE TAUGHT THEREBY NOT TO ADMIT THE ARK AMONG THEM, SINCE THEY PAID SO DEAR A TRIBUTE FOR IT, AT LENGTH THEY SOUGHT FOR SOME CONTRIVANCE AND METHOD HOW THEY MIGHT GET FREE FROM IT: SO THE GOVERNORS OF THE FIVE CITIES, GATH, AND EKRON, AND ASKELON, AS ALSO OF GAZA, AND ASHCLOD, MET TOGETHER, AND CONSIDERED WHAT WAS FIT TO BE DONE; AND AT FIRST THEY THOUGHT PROPER TO SEND THE ARK BACK TO ITS OWN PEOPLE, AS ALLOWING THAT GOD HAD AVENGED ITS CAUSE; THAT THE MISERIES THEY HAD UNDERGONE CAME ALONG WITH IT, AND THAT THESE WERE SENT ON THEIR CITIES UPON ITS ACCOUNT, AND TOGETHER WITH IT. HOWEVER, THERE WERE THOSE THAT SAID THEY SHOULD NOT DO SO, NOR SUFFER THEMSELVES TO BE DELUDED, AS ASCRIBING THE CAUSE OF THEIR MISERIES TO IT, BECAUSE IT COULD NOT HAVE SUCH POWER AND FORCE UPON THEM; FOR, HAD GOD HAD SUCH A REGARD TO IT, IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN DELIVERED INTO THE HANDS OF MEN. SO, THEY EXHORTED THEM TO BE QUIET, AND TO TAKE PATIENTLY WHAT HAD BEFALLEN THEM, AND TO SUPPOSE THERE WAS NO OTHER CAUSE OF IT BUT NATURE, WHICH, AT CERTAIN REVOLUTIONS OF TIME, PRODUCES SUCH MUTATIONS IN THE BODIES OF MEN, IN THE EARTH, IN PLANTS, AND IN ALL THINGS THAT GROW OUT OF THE EARTH. BUT THE COUNSEL THAT PREVAILED OVER THOSE ALREADY DESCRIBED, WAS THAT OF CERTAIN MEN, WHO WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE DISTINGUISHED THEMSELVES IN FORMER TIMES FOR THEIR UNDERSTANDING AND PRUDENCE, AND WHO, IN THEIR PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, SEEMED ABOVE ALL THE REST TO SPEAK PROPERLY. THESE MEN SAID IT WAS NOT RIGHT EITHER TO SEND THE ARK AWAY, OR TO RETAIN IT, BUT TO DEDICATE FIVE GOLDEN IMAGES, ONE FOR EVERY CITY, AS A THANK-OFFERING TO GOD, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS HAVING TAKEN CARE OF THEIR PRESERVATION, AND HAVING KEPT THEM ALIVE WHEN THEIR LIVES WERE LIKELY TO BE TAKEN AWAY BY SUCH DISTEMPERS AS THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO BEAR UP AGAINST. THEY ALSO WOULD HAVE THEM MAKE FIVE GOLDEN MICE LIKE TO THOSE THAT DEVOURED AND DESTROYED THEIR COUNTRY TO PUT THEM IN A BAG, AND LAY THEM UPON THE ARK; TO MAKE THEM A NEW CART ALSO FOR IT, AND TO YOKE MILCH KINE TO IT BUT TO SHUT UP THEIR CALVES, AND KEEP THEM FROM THEM, LEST, BY FOLLOWING AFTER THEM, THEY SHOULD PROVE A HINDERANCE TO THEIR DAMS, AND THAT THE DAMS MIGHT RETURN THE FASTER OUT OF A DESIRE OF THOSE CALVES; THEN TO DRIVE THESE MILCH KINE THAT CARRIED THE ARK, AND LEAVE IT AT A PLACE WHERE THREE WAYS MET, AND SO LEAVE IT TO THE KINE TO GO ALONG WHICH OF THOSE WAYS THEY PLEASED; THAT IN CASE THEY WENT THE WAY TO THE HEBREWS, AND ASCENDED TO THEIR COUNTRY, THEY SHOULD SUPPOSE THAT THE ARK WAS THE CAUSE OF THEIR MISFORTUNES; BUT IF THEY TURNED INTO ANOTHER ROAD, THEY SAID, "WE WILL PURSUE AFTER IT, AND CONCLUDE THAT IT HAS NO SUCH FORCE IN IT." 
3. SO, THEY DETERMINED THAT THESE MEN SPOKE WELL; AND THEY IMMEDIATELY CONFIRMED THEIR OPINION BY DOING ACCORDINGLY. AND WHEN THEY HAD DONE AS HAS BEEN ALREADY DESCRIBED, THEY BROUGHT THE CART TO A PLACE WHERE THREE WAYS MET, AND LEFT IT THERE AND WENT THEIR WAYS; BUT THE KINE WENT THE RIGHT WAY, AND AS IF SOME PERSONS HAD DRIVEN THEM, WHILE THE RULERS OF THE PHILISTINES FOLLOWED AFTER THEM, AS DESIROUS TO KNOW WHERE THEY WOULD STAND STILL, AND TO WHOM THEY WOULD GO. NOW THERE WAS A CERTAIN VILLAGE OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, THE NAME OF WHICH WAS BETHSHEMESH, AND TO THAT VILLAGE DID THE KINE GO; AND THOUGH THERE WAS A GREAT AND GOOD PLAIN BEFORE THEM TO PROCEED IN, THEY WENT NO FARTHER, BUT STOPPED THE CART THERE. THIS WAS A SIGHT TO THOSE OF THAT VILLAGE, AND THEY WERE VERY GLAD; FOR IT BEING THEN SUMMER-TIME, AND ALL THE INHABITANTS BEING THEN IN THE FIELDS GATHERING IN THEIR FRUITS, THEY LEFT OFF THE LABORS OF THEIR HANDS FOR JOY, AS SOON AS THEY SAW THE ARK, AND RAN TO THE CART, AND TAKING THE ARK DOWN, AND THE VESSEL THAT HAD THE IMAGES IN IT, AND THE MICE, THEY SET THEM UPON A CERTAIN ROCK WHICH WAS IN THE PLAIN; AND WHEN THEY HAD OFFERED A SPLENDID SACRIFICE TO GOD, AND FEASTED, THEY OFFERED THE CART AND THE KINE AS A BURNT-OFFERING: AND WHEN THE LORDS OF THE PHILISTINES SAW THIS, THEY RETURNED BACK. 
4. BUT NOW IT WAS THAT THE WRATH OF GOD OVERTOOK THEM, AND STRUCK SEVENTY PERSONS OF THE VILLAGE OF BETHSHEMESH DEAD, WHO, NOT BEING PRIESTS, AND SO NOT WORTHY TO TOUCH THE ARK, HAD APPROACHED TO IT. THOSE OF THAT VILLAGE WEPT FOR THESE THAT HAD THUS SUFFERED, AND MADE SUCH A LAMENTATION AS WAS NATURALLY TO BE EXPECTED ON SO GREAT A MISFORTUNE THAT WAS SENT FROM GOD; AND EVERY ONE MOURNED FOR HIS OWN RELATION. AND SINCE THEY ACKNOWLEDGED THEMSELVES UNWORTHY OF THE ARK'S ABODE WITH THEM, THEY SENT TO THE PUBLIC SENATE OF THE ISRAELITES, AND INFORMED THEM THAT THE ARK WAS RESTORED BY THE PHILISTINES; WHICH WHEN THEY KNEW, THEY BROUGHT IT AWAY TO KIRJATHJEARIM, A CITY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF BETHSHEMESH. IN THIS CITY LIVED ONE ABINADAB, BY BIRTH A LEVITE, AND WHO WAS GREATLY COMMENDED FOR HIS RIGHTEOUS AND RELIGIOUS COURSE OF LIFE; SO, THEY BROUGHT THE ARK TO HIS HOUSE, AS TO A PLACE FIT FOR GOD HIMSELF TO ABIDE IN, SINCE THEREIN DID INHABIT A RIGHTEOUS MAN. HIS SONS ALSO MINISTERED TO THE DIVINE SERVICE AT THE ARK, AND WERE THE PRINCIPAL CURATORS OF IT FOR TWENTY YEARS; FOR SO MANY YEARS IT CONTINUED IN KIRJATHJEARIM, HAVING BEEN BUT FOUR MONTHS WITH THE PHILISTINES.
CHAPTER 2. THE EXPEDITION OF THE PHILISTINES AGAINST THE HEBREWS AND THE HEBREWS' VICTORY UNDER THE CONDUCT OF SAMUEL THE PROPHET, WHO WAS THEIR GENERAL. 
1. NOW WHILE THE CITY OF KIRJATHJEARIM HAD THE ARK WITH THEM, THE WHOLE BODY OF THE PEOPLE BETOOK THEMSELVES ALL THAT TIME TO OFFER PRAYERS AND SACRIFICES TO GOD, AND APPEARED GREATLY CONCERNED AND ZEALOUS ABOUT HIS WORSHIP. SO, SAMUEL THE PROPHET, SEEING HOW READY THEY WERE TO DO THEIR DUTY, THOUGHT THIS A PROPER TIME TO SPEAK TO THEM, WHILE THEY WERE IN THIS GOOD DISPOSITION, ABOUT THE RECOVERY OF THEIR LIBERTY, AND OF THE BLESSINGS THAT ACCOMPANIED THE SAME. ACCORDINGLY, HE USED SUCH WORDS TO THEM AS HE THOUGHT WERE MOST LIKELY TO EXCITE THAT INCLINATION, AND TO PERSUADE THEM TO ATTEMPT IT: "O YOU ISRAELITES," SAID HE, "TO WHOM THE PHILISTINES ARE STILL GRIEVOUS ENEMIES, BUT TO WHOM GOD BEGINS TO BE GRACIOUS, IT BEHOOVES YOU NOT ONLY TO BE DESIROUS OF LIBERTY, BUT TO TAKE THE PROPER METHODS TO OBTAIN IT. NOR ARE YOU TO BE CONTENTED WITH AN INCLINATION TO GET CLEAR OF YOUR LORDS AND MASTERS, WHILE YOU STILL DO WHAT WILL PROCURE YOUR CONTINUANCE UNDER THEM. BE RIGHTEOUS THEN, AND CAST WICKEDNESS OUT OF YOUR SOULS, AND BY YOUR WORSHIP SUPPLICATE THE DIVINE MAJESTY WITH ALL YOUR HEARTS, AND PERSEVERE IN THE HONOR YOU PAY TO HIM; FOR IF YOU ACT THUS, YOU WILL ENJOY PROSPERITY; YOU WILL BE FREED FROM YOUR SLAVERY, AND WILL GET THE VICTORY OVER YOUR ENEMIES: WHICH BLESSINGS IT IS NOT POSSIBLE YOU SHOULD ATTAIN, EITHER BY WEAPONS OF WAR, OR BY THE STRENGTH OF YOUR BODIES, OR BY THE MULTITUDE OF YOUR ASSISTANTS; FOR GOD HAS NOT PROMISED TO GRANT THESE BLESSINGS BY THOSE MEANS, BUT BY BEING GOOD AND RIGHTEOUS MEN; AND IF YOU WILL BE SUCH, I WILL BE SECURITY TO YOU FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF GOD'S PROMISES." WHEN SAMUEL HAD SAID THUS, THE MULTITUDE APPLAUDED HIS DISCOURSE, AND WERE PLEASED WITH HIS EXHORTATION TO THEM, AND GAVE THEIR CONSENT TO RESIGN THEMSELVES UP TO DO WHAT WAS PLEASING TO GOD. SO, SAMUEL GATHERED THEM TOGETHER TO A CERTAIN CITY CALLED MIZPEH, WHICH, IN THE HEBREW TONGUE, SIGNIFIES A WATCH-TOWER; THERE THEY DREW WATER, AND POURED IT OUT TO GOD, AND FASTED ALL DAY, AND BETOOK THEMSELVES TO THEIR PRAYERS. 
2. THIS THEIR ASSEMBLY DID NOT ESCAPE THE NOTICE OF THE PHILISTINES: SO, WHEN THEY HAD LEARNED THAT SO LARGE A COMPANY HAD MET TOGETHER, THEY FELL UPON THE HEBREWS WITH A GREAT ARMY AND MIGHTY FORCES, AS HOPING TO ASSAULT THEM WHEN THEY DID NOT EXPECT IT, NOR WERE PREPARED FOR IT. THIS THING AFFRIGHTED THE HEBREWS, AND PUT THEM INTO DISORDER AND TERROR; SO, THEY CAME RUNNING TO SAMUEL, AND SAID THAT THEIR SOULS WERE SUNK BY THEIR FEARS, AND BY THE FORMER DEFEAT THEY HAD RECEIVED, AND "THAT THENCE IT WAS THAT WE LAY STILL, LEST WE SHOULD EXCITE THE POWER OF OUR ENEMIES AGAINST US. NOW WHILE THOU HAST BROUGHT US HITHER TO OFFER UP OUR PRAYERS AND SACRIFICES, AND TAKE OATHS [TO BE OBEDIENT], OUR ENEMIES ARE MAKING AN EXPEDITION AGAINST US, WHILE WE ARE NAKED AND UNARMED; WHEREFORE WE HAVE NO OTHER HOPE OF DELIVERANCE BUT THAT BY THY MEANS, AND BY THE ASSISTANCE GOD SHALL AFFORD US UPON THY PRAYERS TO HIM, WE SHALL OBTAIN DELIVERANCE FROM THE PHILISTINES." HEREUPON SAMUEL BADE THEM BE OF GOOD CHEER, AND PROMISED THEM THAT GOD WOULD ASSIST THEM; AND TAKING A SUCKING LAMB, HE SACRIFICED IT FOR THE MULTITUDE, AND BESOUGHT GOD TO HOLD HIS PROTECTING HAND OVER THEM WHEN THEY SHOULD FIGHT WITH THE PHILISTINES, AND NOT TO OVERLOOK THEM, NOR SUFFER THEM TO COME UNDER A SECOND MISFORTUNE. ACCORDINGLY, GOD HEARKENED TO HIS PRAYERS, AND ACCEPTING THEIR SACRIFICE WITH A GRACIOUS INTENTION, AND SUCH AS WAS DISPOSED TO ASSIST THEM, HE GRANTED THEM VICTORY AND POWER OVER THEIR ENEMIES. NOW WHILE THE ALTAR HAD THE SACRIFICE OF GOD UPON IT, AND HAD NOT YET CONSUMED IT WHOLLY BY ITS SACRED FIRE, THE ENEMY'S ARMY MARCHED OUT OF THEIR CAMP, AND WAS PUT IN ORDER OF BATTLE, AND THIS IN HOPE THAT THEY SHOULD BE CONQUERORS, SINCE THE JEWS WERE CAUGHT IN DISTRESSED CIRCUMSTANCES, AS NEITHER HAVING THEIR WEAPONS WITH THEM, NOR BEING ASSEMBLED THERE IN ORDER TO FIGHT. BUT THINGS SO FELL OUT, THAT THEY WOULD HARDLY HAVE BEEN CREDITED THOUGH THEY HAD BEEN FORETOLD BY ANYBODY: FOR, IN THE FIRST PLACE, GOD DISTURBED THEIR ENEMIES WITH AN EARTHQUAKE, AND MOVED THE GROUND UNDER THEM TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT HE CAUSED IT TO TREMBLE, AND MADE THEM TO SHAKE, INSOMUCH THAT BY ITS TREMBLING, HE MADE SOME UNABLE TO KEEP THEIR FEET, AND MADE THEM FALL DOWN, AND BY OPENING ITS CHASMS, HE CAUSED THAT OTHERS SHOULD BE HURRIED DOWN INTO THEM; AFTER WHICH HE CAUSED SUCH A NOISE OF THUNDER TO COME AMONG THEM, AND MADE FIERY LIGHTNING SHINE SO TERRIBLY ROUND ABOUT THEM, THAT IT WAS READY TO BURN THEIR FACES; AND HE SO SUDDENLY SHOOK THEIR WEAPONS OUT OF THEIR HANDS, THAT HE MADE THEM FLY AND RETURN HOME NAKED. SO, SAMUEL WITH THE MULTITUDE PURSUED THEM TO BETHCAR, A PLACE SO CALLED; AND THERE HE SET UP A STONE AS A BOUNDARY OF THEIR VICTORY AND THEIR ENEMIES' FLIGHT, AND CALLED IT THE STONE [ANCIENT EMERY DIAMOND STONE] OF POWER [AUTHORITY], AS A SIGNAL OF THAT POWER [IN THE STONE IS TRUE MIRACLES & TRUE PERMISSIBLE MAGIC’S] GOD [THIS STONE OF AUTHORITY DID WORK VICTORY AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES BECAUSE THE LORD IS THE PRIMARY & DIRECT SOURCE OF IT] HAD GIVEN THEM AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES. 
3. SO THE PHILISTINES, AFTER THIS STROKE, MADE NO MORE EXPEDITIONS AGAINST THE ISRAELITES, BUT LAY STILL OUT OF FEAR, AND OUT OF REMEMBRANCE OF WHAT HAD BEFALLEN THEM; AND WHAT COURAGE THE PHILISTINES HAD FORMERLY AGAINST THE HEBREWS, THAT, AFTER THIS VICTORY, WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE HEBREWS. SAMUEL ALSO MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE PHILISTINES, AND SLEW MANY OF THEM, AND ENTIRELY HUMBLED THEIR PROUD HEARTS, AND TOOK FROM THEM THAT COUNTRY, WHICH, WHEN THEY WERE FORMERLY CONQUERORS IN BATTLE, THEY HAD CUT OFF FROM THE JEWS, WHICH WAS THE COUNTRY THAT EXTENDED FROM THE BORDERS OF GATH TO THE CITY OF EKRON: BUT THE REMAINS OF THE CANAANITES WERE AT THIS TIME IN FRIENDSHIP WITH THE ISRAELITES.
CHAPTER 3. HOW SAMUEL WHEN HE WAS SO INFIRM WITH OLD AGE THAT HE COULD NOT TAKE CARE OF THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS INTRUSTED THEM TO HIS SONS; AND HOW UPON THE EVIL ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT BY THEM THE MULTITUDE WERE SO ANGRY, THAT THEY REQUIRED TO HAVE A KING TO GOVERN THEM, ALTHOUGH SAMUEL WAS MUCH DISPLEASED THEREAT. 
1. BUT SAMUEL THE PROPHET, WHEN HE HAD ORDERED THE AFFAIRS OF THE PEOPLE AFTER A CONVENIENT MANNER, AND HAD APPOINTED A CITY FOR EVERY DISTRICT OF THEM, HE COMMANDED THEM TO COME TO SUCH CITIES, TO HAVE THE CONTROVERSIES THAT THEY HAD ONE WITH ANOTHER DETERMINED IN THEM, HE HIMSELF GOING OVER THOSE CITIES TWICE IN A YEAR, AND DOING THEM JUSTICE; AND BY THAT MEANS HE KEPT THEM IN VERY GOOD ORDER FOR A LONG TIME. 
2. BUT AFTERWARDS HE FOUND HIMSELF OPPRESSED WITH OLD AGE, AND NOT ABLE TO DO WHAT HE USED TO DO, SO HE COMMITTED THE GOVERNMENT AND THE CARE OF THE MULTITUDE TO HIS SONS, - THE ELDER OF WHOM WAS CALLED JOEL, AND THE NAME OF THE YOUNGER WAS ABIAH. HE ALSO ENJOINED THEM TO RESIDE AND JUDGE THE PEOPLE, THE ONE AT THE CITY OF BETHEL, AND THE OTHER AT BEERSHEBA, AND DIVIDED THE PEOPLE INTO DISTRICTS THAT SHOULD BE UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF EACH OF THEM. NOW THESE MEN AFFORD US AN EVIDENT EXAMPLE AND DEMONSTRATION HOW SOME CHILDREN ARE NOT OF THE LIKE DISPOSITIONS WITH THEIR PARENTS; BUT SOMETIMES PERHAPS GOOD AND MODERATE, THOUGH BORN OF WICKED PARENTS; AND SOMETIMES SHOWING THEMSELVES TO BE WICKED, THOUGH BORN OF GOOD PARENTS: FOR THESE MEN TURNING ASIDE FROM THEIR FATHER'S GOOD COURSES, AND TAKING A COURSE THAT WAS CONTRARY TO THEM, PERVERTED JUSTICE FOR THE 'FILTHY LUCRE OF GIFTS AND BRIBES, AND MADE THEIR DETERMINATIONS NOT ACCORDING TO TRUTH, BUT ACCORDING TO BRIBERY, AND TURNED ASIDE TO LUXURY, AND A COSTLY WAY OF LIVING; SO THAT AS, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THEY PRACTICED WHAT WAS CONTRARY TO THE WILL OF GOD, SO DID THEY, IN THE SECOND PLACE, WHAT WAS CONTRARY TO THE WILL OF THE PROPHET THEIR FATHER, WHO HAD TAKEN A GREAT DEAL OF CARE, AND MADE A VERY CAREFUL PROVISION THAT THE MULTITUDE SHOULD BE RIGHTEOUS. 
3. BUT THE PEOPLE, UPON THESE INJURIES OFFERED TO THEIR FORMER CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT BY THE PROPHET'S SONS, WERE VERY UNEASY AT THEIR ACTIONS, AND CAME RUNNING TO THE PROPHET, WHO THEN LIVED AT THE CITY RAMAH, AND INFORMED HIM OF THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF HIS SONS; AND SAID, THAT AS HE WAS HIMSELF OLD ALREADY, AND TOO INFIRM BY THAT AGE OF HIS TO OVERSEE THEIR AFFAIRS IN THE MANNER HE USED TO DO, SO THEY BEGGED OF HIM, AND ENTREATED HIM, TO APPOINT SOME PERSON TO BE KING OVER THEM, WHO MIGHT RULE OVER THE NATION, AND AVENGE THEM OF THE PHILISTINES, WHO OUGHT TO BE PUNISHED FOR THEIR FORMER OPPRESSIONS. THESE WORDS GREATLY AFFLICTED SAMUEL, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS INNATE LOVE OF JUSTICE, AND HIS HATRED TO KINGLY GOVERNMENT, FOR HE WAS VERY FOND OF AN ARISTOCRACY, AS WHAT MADE THE MEN THAT USED IT OF A DIVINE AND HAPPY DISPOSITION; NOR COULD HE EITHER THINK OF EATING OR SLEEPING, OUT OF HIS CONCERN AND TORMENT OF MIND AT WHAT THEY HAD SAID, BUT ALL THE NIGHT LONG DID HE CONTINUE AWAKE AND REVOLVED THESE NOTIONS IN HIS MIND. 
4. WHILE HE WAS THUS DISPOSED, GOD APPEARED TO HIM, AND COMFORTED HIM, SAYING, THAT HE OUGHT NOT TO BE UNEASY AT WHAT THE MULTITUDE DESIRED, BECAUSE IT WAS, NOT HE, BUT HIMSELF WHOM THEY SO INSOLENTLY DESPISED, AND WOULD NOT HAVE TO BE ALONE THEIR KING; THAT THEY HAD BEEN CONTRIVING THESE THINGS FROM THE VERY DAY THAT THEY CAME OUT OF EGYPT; THAT HOWEVER. IN NO LONG TIME THEY WOULD SORELY REPENT OF WHAT THEY DID, WHICH REPENTANCE YET COULD NOT UNDO WHAT WAS THUS DONE FOR FUTURITY; THAT THEY WOULD BE SUFFICIENTLY REBUKED FOR THEIR CONTEMPT, AND THE UNGRATEFUL CONDUCT THEY HAVE USED TOWARDS ME, AND TOWARDS THY PROPHETIC OFFICE. "SO, I COMMAND THEE TO ORDAIN THEM SUCH A ONE AS I SHALL NAME BEFOREHAND TO BE THEIR KING, WHEN THOU HAST FIRST DESCRIBED WHAT MISCHIEFS KINGLY GOVERNMENT WILL BRING UPON THEM, AND OPENLY TESTIFIED BEFORE THEM INTO WHAT A GREAT CHANGE OF AFFAIRS THEY ARE HASTING." 
5. WHEN SAMUEL HAD HEARD THIS, HE CALLED THE JEWS EARLY IN THE MORNING, AND CONFESSED TO THEM THAT HE WAS TO ORDAIN THEM A KING; BUT HE SAID THAT HE WAS FIRST TO DESCRIBE TO THEM WHAT WOULD FOLLOW, WHAT TREATMENT THEY WOULD RECEIVE FROM THEIR KINGS, AND WITH HOW MANY MISCHIEFS THEY MUST STRUGGLE. "FOR KNOW YE," SAID HE, "THAT, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THEY WILL TAKE YOUR SONS AWAY FROM YOU, AND THEY WILL COMMAND SOME OF THEM TO BE DRIVERS OF THEIR CHARIOTS, AND SOME TO BE THEIR HORSEMEN, AND THE GUARDS OF THEIR BODY, AND OTHERS OF THEM TO BE RUNNERS BEFORE THEM, AND CAPTAINS OF THOUSANDS, AND CAPTAINS OF HUNDREDS; THEY WILL ALSO MAKE THEM THEIR ARTIFICERS, MAKERS OF ARMOR, AND OF CHARIOTS, AND OF INSTRUMENTS; THEY WILL MAKE THEM THEIR HUSBANDMEN ALSO, AND THE CURATORS OF THEIR OWN FIELDS, AND THE DIGGERS OF THEIR OWN VINEYARDS; NOR WILL THERE BE ANY THING WHICH THEY WILL NOT DO AT THEIR COMMANDS, AS IF THEY WERE SLAVES BOUGHT WITH MONEY. THEY WILL ALSO APPOINT YOUR DAUGHTERS TO BE CONFECTIONERS, AND COOKS, AND BAKERS; AND THESE WILL BE OBLIGED TO DO ALL SORTS OF WORK WHICH WOMEN SLAVES, THAT ARE IN FEAR OF STRIPES AND TORMENTS, SUBMIT TO. THEY WILL, BESIDES THIS, TAKE AWAY YOUR POSSESSIONS, AND BESTOW THEM UPON THEIR EUNUCHS, AND THE GUARDS OF THEIR BODIES, AND WILL GIVE THE HERDS OF YOUR CATTLE TO THEIR OWN SERVANTS: AND TO SAY BRIEFLY ALL AT ONCE, YOU, AND ALL THAT IS YOURS, WILL BE SERVANTS TO YOUR KING, AND WILL BECOME NO WAY SUPERIOR TO HIS SLAVES; AND WHEN YOU SUFFER THUS, YOU WILL THEREBY BE PUT IN MIND OF WHAT I NOW SAY. AND WHEN YOU REPENT OF WHAT YOU HAVE DONE, YOU WILL BESEECH GOD TO HAVE MERCY UPON YOU, AND TO GRANT YOU A QUICK DELIVERANCE FROM YOUR KINGS; BUT HE WILL NOT ACCEPT YOUR PRAYERS, BUT WILL NEGLECT YOU, AND PERMIT YOU TO SUFFER THE PUNISHMENT YOUR EVIL CONDUCT HAS DESERVED." 
6. BUT THE MULTITUDE WAS STILL SO FOOLISH AS TO BE DEAF TO THESE PREDICTIONS OF WHAT WOULD BEFALL THEM; AND TOO PEEVISH TO SUFFER A DETERMINATION WHICH THEY HAD INJUDICIOUSLY ONCE MADE, TO BE TAKEN OUT OF THEIR MIND; FOR THEY COULD NOT BE TURNED FROM THEIR PURPOSE, NOR DID THEY REGARD THE WORDS OF SAMUEL, BUT PEREMPTORILY INSISTED ON THEIR RESOLUTION, AND DESIRED HIM TO ORDAIN THEM A KING IMMEDIATELY, AND NOT TROUBLE HIMSELF WITH FEARS OF WHAT WOULD HAPPEN HEREAFTER, FOR THAT IT WAS NECESSARY THEY SHOULD HAVE WITH THEM ONE TO FIGHT THEIR BATTLES, AND TO AVENGE THEM OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND THAT IT WAS NO WAY ABSURD, WHEN THEIR NEIGHBORS WERE UNDER KINGLY GOVERNMENT, THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE THE SAME FORM OF GOVERNMENT ALSO. SO WHEN SAMUEL SAW THAT WHAT HE HAD SAID HAD NOT DIVERTED THEM FROM THEIR PURPOSE, BUT THAT THEY CONTINUED RESOLUTE, HE SAID, "GO YOU EVERY ONE HOME FOR THE PRESENT; WHEN IT IS FIT I WILL SEND FOR YOU, AS SOON AS I SHALL HAVE LEARNED FROM GOD WHO IT IS THAT HE WILL GIVE YOU FOR YOUR KING."
CHAPTER 4. THE APPOINTMENT OF A KING OVER THE ISRAELITES, WHOSE NAME WAS SAUL; AND THIS BY THE COMMAND OF GOD. 
1. THERE WAS ONE OF THE, TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, A MAN OF A GOOD FAMILY, AND OF A VIRTUOUS DISPOSITION; HIS NAME WAS KISH. HE HAD A SON, A YOUNG MAN OF A COMELY COUNTENANCE, AND OF A TALL BODY, BUT HIS UNDERSTANDING AND HIS MIND WERE PREFERABLE TO WHAT WAS VISIBLE IN HIM: THEY CALLED HIM SAUL. NOW THIS KISH HAD SOME FINE SHE-ASSES THAT WERE WANDERED OUT OF THE PASTURE WHEREIN THEY FED, FOR HE WAS MORE DELIGHTED WITH THESE THAN WITH ANY OTHER CATTLE HE HAD; SO HE SENT OUT HIS SON, AND ONE SERVANT WITH HIM, TO SEARCH FOR THE BEASTS; BUT WHEN HE HAD GONE OVER HIS OWN TRIBE IN SEARCH AFTER THE ASSES, HE WENT TO OTHER TRIBES, AND WHEN HE FOUND THEM NOT THERE NEITHER, HE DETERMINED TO GO HIS WAY HOME, LEST HE SHOULD OCCASION ANY CONCERN TO HIS FATHER ABOUT HIMSELF. BUT WHEN HIS SERVANT THAT FOLLOWED HIM TOLD HIM AS THEY WERE NEAR THE CITY OF RAMAH, THAT THERE WAS A TRUE PROPHET IN THAT CITY, AND ADVISED HIM TO GO TO HIM, FOR THAT BY HIM THEY SHOULD KNOW THE UPSHOT OF THE AFFAIR OF THEIR ASSES, HE REPLIED, THAT IF THEY SHOULD GO TO HIM, THEY HAD NOTHING TO GIVE HIM AS A REWARD FOR HIS PROPHECY, FOR THEIR SUBSISTENCE MONEY WAS SPENT. THE SERVANT ANSWERED, THAT HE HAD STILL THE FOURTH PART OF A SHEKEL, AND HE WOULD PRESENT HIM WITH THAT; FOR THEY WERE MISTAKEN OUT OF IGNORANCE, AS NOT KNOWING THAT THE PROPHET RECEIVED NO SUCH REWARD SO THEY WENT TO HIM; AND WHEN THEY WERE BEFORE THE GATES, THEY LIT UPON CERTAIN MAIDENS THAT WERE GOING TO FETCH WATER, AND THEY ASKED THEM WHICH WAS THE PROPHET'S HOUSE. THEY SHOWED THEM WHICH IT WAS; AND BID THEM MAKE HASTE BEFORE HE SAT DOWN TO SUPPER, FOR HE HAD INVITED MANY GUESTS TO A FEAST, AND THAT HE USED TO SIT DOWN BEFORE THOSE THAT WERE INVITED. NOW SAMUEL HAD THEN GATHERED MANY TOGETHER TO FEAST WITH HIM ON THIS VERY ACCOUNT; FOR WHILE HE EVERY DAY PRAYED TO GOD TO TELL HIM BEFOREHAND WHOM HE WOULD MAKE KING, HE HAD INFORMED HIM OF THIS MAN THE DAY BEFORE, FOR THAT HE WOULD SEND HIM A CERTAIN YOUNG MAN OUT OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN ABOUT THIS HOUR OF THE DAY; AND HE SAT ON THE TOP OF THE HOUSE IN EXPECTATION OF THAT TIME'S BEING COME. AND WHEN THE TIME WAS COMPLETED, HE CAME DOWN AND WENT TO SUPPER; SO, HE MET WITH SAUL, AND GOD DISCOVERED TO HIM THAT THIS WAS HE WHO SHOULD RULE OVER THEM. THEN SAUL WENT UP TO SAMUEL AND SALUTED HIM, AND DESIRED HIM TO INFORM HIM WHICH WAS THE PROPHET'S HOUSE; FOR HE SAID HE WAS A STRANGER AND DID NOT KNOW IT. WHEN SAMUEL HAD TOLD HIM THAT HE HIMSELF WAS THE PERSON, HE LED HIM IN TO SUPPER, AND ASSURED HIM THAT THE ASSES WERE FOUND WHICH HE HAD BEEN TO SEEK, AND THAT THE GREATEST OF GOOD THINGS WERE ASSURED TO HIM: HE REPLIED, "I AM TOO INCONSIDERABLE TO HOPE FOR ANY SUCH THING, AND OF A TRIBE TO SMALL TO HAVE KINGS MADE OUT OF IT, AND OF A FAMILY SMALLER THAN SEVERAL OTHER FAMILIES; BUT THOU TELLEST ME THIS IN JEST, AND MAKEST ME AN OBJECT OF LAUGHTER, WHEN THOU DISCOURSEST WITH ME OF GREATER MATTERS THAN WHAT I STAND IN NEED OF." HOWEVER, THE PROPHET LED HIM IN TO THE FEAST, AND MADE HIM SIT DOWN, HIM AND HIS SERVANT THAT FOLLOWED HIM, ABOVE THE OTHER GUESTS THAT WERE INVITED, WHICH WERE SEVENTY IN NUMBER AND HE GAVE ORDERS TO THE SERVANTS TO SET THE ROYAL PORTION BEFORE SAUL. AND WHEN THE TIME OF GOING TO BED WAS COME, THE REST ROSE UP, AND EVERY ONE OF THEM WENT HOME; BUT SAUL STAID WITH THE PROPHET, HE AND HIS SERVANT, AND SLEPT WITH HIM. 
2. NOW AS SOON AS IT WAS DAY, SAMUEL RAISED UP SAUL OUT OF HIS BED, AND CONDUCTED HIM HOMEWARD; AND WHEN HE WAS OUT OF THE CITY, HE DESIRED HIM TO CAUSE HIS SERVANT TO GO BEFORE, BUT TO STAY BEHIND HIMSELF, FOR THAT HE HAD SOMEWHAT TO SAY TO HIM WHEN NOBODY ELSE WAS PRESENT. ACCORDINGLY, SAUL SENT AWAY HIS SERVANT THAT FOLLOWED HIM; THEN DID THE PROPHET TAKE A VESSEL OF OIL, AND POURED IT UPON THE HEAD OF THE YOUNG MAN, AND KISSED HIM, AND SAID, "BE THOU A KING, BY THE ORDINATION OF GOD, AGAINST THE PHILISTINES, AND FOR AVENGING THE HEBREWS FOR WHAT THEY HAVE SUFFERED BY THEM; OF THIS THOU SHALT HAVE A SIGN, WHICH I WOULD HAVE THEE TAKE NOTICE OF: - AS SOON AS THOU ART DEPARTED HENCE, THOU WILL FIND THREE MEN UPON THE ROAD, GOING TO WORSHIP GOD AT BETHEL; THE FIRST OF WHOM THOU WILT SEE CARRYING THREE LOAVES OF BREAD, THE SECOND CARRYING A KID OF THE GOATS, AND THE THIRD WILL FOLLOW THEM CARRYING A BOTTLE OF WINE. THESE THREE MEN WILL SALUTE THEE, AND SPEAK KINDLY TO THEE, AND WILL GIVE THEE TWO OF THEIR LOAVES, WHICH THOU SHALT ACCEPT OF. AND THENCE THOU SHALT COME TO A PLACE CALLED RACHEL'S MONUMENT, WHERE THOU SHALT MEET WITH THOSE THAT WILL TELL THEE THY ASSES ARE FOUND; AFTER THIS, WHEN THOU COMEST TO GABATHA, THOU SHALT OVERTAKE A COMPANY OF PROPHETS, AND THOU SHALT BE SEIZED WITH THE DIVINE SPIRIT, AND PROPHESY ALONG WITH THEM, TILL EVERY ONE THAT SEES THEE SHALL BE ASTONISHED, AND WONDER, AND SAY, WHENCE IS IT THAT THE SON OF KISH HAS ARRIVED AT THIS DEGREE OF HAPPINESS? AND WHEN THESE SIGNS HAVE HAPPENED TO THEE, KNOW THAT GOD IS WITH THEE; THEN DO THOU SALUTE THY FATHER AND THY KINDRED. THOU SHALT ALSO COME WHEN I SEND FOR THEE TO GILGAL, THAT WE MAY OFFER THANK-OFFERINGS TO GOD FOR THESE BLESSINGS." WHEN SAMUEL HAD SAID THIS, AND FORETOLD THESE THINGS, HE SENT THE YOUNG MAN AWAY. NOW ALL THINGS FELL OUT TO SAUL ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECY OF SAMUEL. 
3. BUT AS SOON AS SAUL CAME INTO THE HOUSE OF HIS KINSMAN ABNER, WHOM INDEED HE LOVED BETTER THAN THE REST OF HIS RELATIONS, HE WAS ASKED BY HIM CONCERNING HIS JOURNEY, AND WHAT ACCIDENTS HAPPENED TO HIM THEREIN; AND HE CONCEALED NONE OF THE OTHER THINGS FROM HIM, NO, NOT HIS COMING TO SAMUEL THE PROPHET, NOR HOW HE TOLD HIM THE ASSES WERE FOUND; BUT HE SAID NOTHING TO HIM ABOUT THE KINGDOM, AND WHAT BELONGED THERETO, WHICH HE THOUGHT WOULD PROCURE HIM ENVY, AND WHEN SUCH THINGS ARE HEARD, THEY ARE NOT EASILY BELIEVED; NOR DID HE THINK IT PRUDENT TO TELL THOSE THINGS TO HIM, ALTHOUGH HE APPEARED VERY FRIENDLY TO HIM, AND ONE WHOM HE LOVED ABOVE THE REST OF HIS RELATIONS, CONSIDERING, I SUPPOSE, WHAT HUMAN NATURE REALLY IS, THAT NO ONE IS A FIRM FRIEND, NEITHER AMONG OUR INTIMATES, NOR OF OUR KINDRED; NOR DO THEY PRESERVE THAT KIND DISPOSITION WHEN GOD ADVANCES MEN TO GREAT PROSPERITY, BUT THEY ARE STILL ILL-NATURED AND ENVIOUS AT THOSE THAT ARE IN EMINENT STATIONS. 
4. THEN SAMUEL CALLED THE PEOPLE TOGETHER TO THE CITY MIZPEH, AND SPOKE TO THEM IN THE WORDS FOLLOWING, WHICH HE SAID HE WAS TO SPEAK BY THE COMMAND OF GOD: - THAT WHEN HE HAD GRANTED THEM A STATE OF LIBERTY, AND BROUGHT THEIR ENEMIES INTO SUBJECTION, THEY WERE BECOME UNMINDFUL OF HIS BENEFITS, AND REJECTED GOD THAT HE SHOULD NOT BE THEIR KING, AS NOT CONSIDERING THAT IT WOULD BE MOST FOR THEIR ADVANTAGE TO BE PRESIDED OVER BY THE BEST OF BEINGS, FOR GOD IS THE BEST OF BEINGS, AND THEY CHOSE TO HAVE A MAN FOR THEIR KING; WHILE KINGS WILL USE THEIR SUBJECTS AS BEASTS, ACCORDING TO THE VIOLENCE OF THEIR OWN WILLS AND INCLINATIONS, AND OTHER PASSIONS, AS WHOLLY CARRIED AWAY WITH THE LUST OF POWER, BUT WILL NOT ENDEAVOR SO TO PRESERVE THE RACE OF MANKIND AS HIS OWN WORKMANSHIP AND CREATION, WHICH, FOR THAT VERY REASON, GOD WOULD TAKE CAKE OF. "BUT SINCE YOU HAVE COME TO A FIXED RESOLUTION, AND THIS INJURIOUS TREATMENT OF GOD HAS QUITE PREVAILED OVER YOU, DISPOSE YOURSELVES BY YOUR TRIBES AND SCEPTERS, AND CAST LOTS." 
5. WHEN THE HEBREWS HAD SO DONE, THE LOT FELL UPON THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN; AND WHEN THE LOT WAS CAST FOR THE FAMILIES OF THIS TRIBE, THAT WHICH WAS CALLED MATRI WAS TAKEN; AND WHEN THE LOT WAS CAST FOR THE SINGLE PERSONS OF THAT FAMILY, SAUL, THE SON OF KISH, WAS TAKEN FOR THEIR KING. WHEN THE YOUNG MAN KNEW THIS, HE PREVENTED [THEIR SENDING FOR HIM], AND IMMEDIATELY WENT AWAY AND HID HIMSELF. I SUPPOSE THAT IT WAS BECAUSE HE WOULD NOT HAVE IT THOUGHT THAT HE WILLINGLY TOOK THE GOVERNMENT UPON HIM; NAY, HE SHOWED SUCH A DEGREE OF COMMAND OVER HIMSELF, AND OF MODESTY, THAT WHILE THE GREATEST PART ARE NOT ABLE TO CONTAIN THEIR JOY, EVEN IN THE GAINING OF SMALL ADVANTAGES, BUT PRESENTLY SHOW THEMSELVES PUBLICLY TO ALL MEN, THIS MAN DID NOT ONLY SHOW NOTHING OF THAT NATURE, WHEN HE WAS APPOINTED TO BE THE LORD OF SO MANY AND SO GREAT TRIBES, BUT CREPT AWAY AND CONCEALED HIMSELF OUT OF THE SIGHT OF THOSE HE WAS TO REIGN OVER, AND MADE THEM SEEK HIM, AND THAT WITH A GOOD DEAL OF TROUBLE. SO, WHEN THE PEOPLE WERE AT A LOSS, AND SOLICITOUS, BECAUSE SAUL DISAPPEARED, THE PROPHET BESOUGHT GOD TO SHOW WHERE THE YOUNG MAN WAS, AND TO PRODUCE HIM BEFORE THEM. SO, WHEN THEY HAD LEARNED OF GOD THE PLACE WHERE SAUL WAS HIDDEN, THEY SENT MEN TO BRING HIM; AND WHEN HE WAS COME, THEY SET HIM IN THE MIDST OF THE MULTITUDE. NOW HE WAS TALLER THAN ANY OF THEM, AND HIS STATURE WAS VERY MAJESTIC. 
6. THEN SAID THE PROPHET, GOD GIVES YOU THIS MAN TO BE YOUR KING: SEE HOW HE IS HIGHER THAN ANY OF THE PEOPLE, AND WORTHY OF THIS DOMINION." SO AS SOON AS THE PEOPLE HAD MADE ACCLAMATION, GOD SAVE THE KING, THE PROPHET WROTE DOWN WHAT WOULD COME TO PASS IN A BOOK, AND READ IT IN THE HEARING OF THE KING, AND LAID UP THE BOOK IN THE TABERNACLE OF GOD, TO BE A WITNESS TO FUTURE GENERATIONS OF WHAT HE HAD FORETOLD. SO, WHEN SAMUEL HAD FINISHED THIS MATTER, HE DISMISSED THE MULTITUDE, AND CAME HIMSELF TO THE CITY RAINAH, FOR IT WAS HIS OWN COUNTRY. SAUL ALSO WENT AWAY TO GIBEAH, WHERE HE WAS BORN; AND MANY GOOD MEN THERE WERE WHO PAID HIM THE RESPECT THAT WAS DUE TO HIM; BUT THE GREATER PART WERE ILL MEN, WHO DESPISED HIM AND DERIDED THE OTHERS, WHO NEITHER DID BRING HIM PRESENTS, NOR DID THEY IN AFFECTION, OR EVEN IN WORDS, REGARD TO PLEASE HIM.
CHAPTER 5. SAUL'S EXPEDITION AGAINST THE NATION OF THE AMMONITES AND VICTORY OVER THEM AND THE SPOILS HE TOOK FROM THEM. 
1. AFTER ONE MONTH, THE WAR WHICH SAUL HAD WITH NAHASH, THE KING OF THE AMMONITES, OBTAINED HIM RESPECT FROM ALL THE PEOPLE; FOR THIS NAHASH HAD DONE A GREAT DEAL OF MISCHIEF TO THE JEWS THAT LIVED BEYOND JORDAN BY THE EXPEDITION HE HAD MADE AGAINST THEM WITH A GREAT AND WARLIKE ARMY. HE ALSO REDUCED THEIR CITIES INTO SLAVERY, AND THAT NOT ONLY BY SUBDUING THEM FOR THE PRESENT, WHICH HE DID BY FORCE AND VIOLENCE, BUT BY WEAKENING THEM BY SUBTLETY AND CUNNING, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE ABLE AFTERWARD TO GET CLEAR OF THE SLAVERY THEY WERE UNDER TO HIM; FOR HE PUT OUT THE RIGHT EYES OF THOSE THAT EITHER DELIVERED THEMSELVES TO HIM UPON TERMS, OR WERE TAKEN BY HIM IN WAR; AND THIS HE DID, THAT WHEN THEIR LEFT EYES WERE COVERED BY THEIR SHIELDS, THEY MIGHT BE WHOLLY USELESS IN WAR. NOW WHEN THE KING OF THE AMMONITES HAD SERVED THOSE BEYOND JORDAN IN THIS MANNER, HE LED HIS ARMY AGAINST THOSE THAT WERE CALLED GILEADITES, AND HAVING PITCHED HIS CAMP AT THE METROPOLIS OF HIS ENEMIES, WHICH WAS THE CITY OF JABESH, HE SENT AMBASSADORS TO THEM, COMMANDING THEM EITHER TO DELIVER THEMSELVES UP, ON CONDITION TO HAVE THEIR RIGHT EYES PLUCKED OUT, OR TO UNDERGO A SIEGE, AND TO HAVE THEIR CITIES OVERTHROWN. HE GAVE THEM THEIR CHOICE, WHETHER THEY WOULD CUT OFF A SMALL MEMBER OF THEIR BODY, OR UNIVERSALLY PERISH. HOWEVER, THE GILEADITES WERE SO AFFRIGHTED AT THESE OFFERS, THAT THEY HAD NOT COURAGE TO SAY ANY THING TO EITHER OF THEM, NEITHER THAT THEY WOULD DELIVER THEMSELVES UP, NOR THAT THEY WOULD FIGHT HIM. BUT THEY DESIRED THAT HE WOULD GIVE THEM SEVEN DAYS' RESPITE, THAT THEY MIGHT SEND AMBASSADORS TO THEIR COUNTRYMEN, AND ENTREAT THEIR ASSISTANCE; AND IF THEY CAME TO ASSIST THEM, THEY WOULD FIGHT; BUT IF THAT ASSISTANCE WERE IMPOSSIBLE TO BE OBTAINED FROM THEM, THEY SAID THEY WOULD DELIVER THEMSELVES UP TO SUFFER WHATEVER HE PLEASED TO INFLICT UPON THEM. 
2. SO NABASH, CONTEMNING THE MULTITUDE OF THE GILEADITES AND THE ANSWER THEY GAVE, ALLOWED THEM A RESPITE, AND GAVE THEM LEAVE TO SEND TO WHOMSOEVER THEY PLEASED FOR ASSISTANCE. SO, THEY IMMEDIATELY SENT TO THE ISRAELITES, CITY BY CITY, AND INFORMED THEM WHAT NABASH HAD THREATENED TO DO TO THEM, AND WHAT GREAT DISTRESS THEY WERE IN. NOW THE PEOPLE FELL INTO TEARS AND GRIEF AT THE HEARING OF WHAT THE AMBASSADORS FROM JABESH SAID; AND THE TERROR THEY WERE IN PERMITTED THEM TO DO NOTHING MORE. BUT WHEN THE MESSENGERS WERE COME TO THE CITY OF KING SAUL, AND DECLARED THE DANGERS IN WHICH THE INHABITANTS OF JABESH WERE, THE PEOPLE WERE IN THE SAME AFFLICTION AS THOSE IN THE OTHER CITIES, FOR THEY LAMENTED THE CALAMITY OF THOSE RELATED TO THEM. AND WHEN SAUL WAS RETURNED FROM HIS HUSBANDRY INTO THE CITY, HE FOUND HIS FELLOW CITIZENS WEEPING; AND WHEN, UPON INQUIRY, HE HAD LEARNED THE CAUSE OF THE CONFUSION AND SADNESS THEY WERE IN, HE WAS SEIZED WITH A DIVINE FURY, AND SENT AWAY THE AMBASSADORS FROM THE INHABITANTS OF JABESH, AND PROMISED THEM TO COME TO THEIR ASSISTANCE ON THE THIRD DAY, AND TO BEAT THEIR ENEMIES BEFORE SUN-RISING, THAT THE SUN UPON ITS RISING MIGHT SEE THAT THEY HAD ALREADY CONQUERED, AND WERE FREED FROM THE FEARS THEY WERE UNDER: BUT HE BID SOME OF THEM STAY TO CONDUCT THEM THE RIGHT WAY TO JABESH. 
3. SO BEING DESIROUS TO TURN THE PEOPLE TO THIS WAR AGAINST THE AMMONITES BY FEAR OF THE LOSSES THEY SHOULD OTHERWISE UNDERGO, AND THAT THEY MIGHT THE MORE SUDDENLY BE GATHERED TOGETHER, HE CUT THE SINEWS OF HIS OXEN, AND THREATENED TO DO THE SAME TO ALL SUCH AS DID NOT COME WITH THEIR ARMOR TO JORDAN THE NEXT DAY, AND FOLLOW HIM AND SAMUEL THE PROPHET WHITHERSOEVER THEY SHOULD LEAD THEM. SO, THEY CAME TOGETHER, OUT OF FEAR OF THE LOSSES THEY WERE THREATENED WITH, AT THE APPOINTED TIME. AND THE MULTITUDE WERE NUMBERED AT THE CITY BEZEK. AND HE FOUND THE NUMBER OF THOSE THAT WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, BESIDES THAT OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, TO BE SEVEN HUNDRED THOUSAND, WHILE THOSE OF THAT TRIBE WERE SEVENTY THOUSAND. SO, HE PASSED OVER JORDAN, AND PROCEEDED IN MARCHING ALL THAT NIGHT, THIRTY FURLONGS, AND CAME TO JABESH BEFORE SUN-RISING. SO, HE DIVIDED THE ARMY INTO THREE COMPANIES; AND FELL UPON THEIR ENEMIES ON EVERY SIDE ON THE SUDDEN, AND WHEN THEY EXPECTED NO SUCH THING; AND JOINING BATTLE WITH THEM, THEY SLEW A GREAT MANY OF THE AMMONITES, AS ALSO THEIR KING NABASH. THIS GLORIOUS ACTION WAS DONE BY SAUL, AND WAS RELATED WITH GREAT COMMENDATION OF HIM TO ALL THE HEBREWS; AND HE THENCE GAINED A WONDERFUL REPUTATION FOR HIS VALOR: FOR ALTHOUGH THERE WERE SOME OF THEM THAT CONTEMNED HIM BEFORE, THEY NOW CHANGED THEIR MINDS, AND HONORED HIM, AND ESTEEMED HIM AS THE BEST OF MEN: FOR HE DID NOT CONTENT HIMSELF WITH HAVING SAVED THE INHABITANTS OF JABESH ONLY, BUT HE MADE AN EXPEDITION INTO THE COUNTRY OF THE AMMONITES, AND LAID IT ALL WASTE, AND TOOK A LARGE PREY, AND SO RETURNED TO HIS OWN COUNTRY MOST GLORIOUSLY. SO, THE PEOPLE WERE GREATLY PLEASED AT THESE EXCELLENT PERFORMANCES OF SAUL, AND REJOICED THAT THEY HAD CONSTITUTED HIM THEIR KING. THEY ALSO MADE A CLAMOR AGAINST THOSE THAT PRETENDED HE WOULD BE OF NO ADVANTAGE TO THEIR AFFAIRS; AND THEY SAID, WHERE NOW ARE THESE MEN? - LET THEM BE BROUGHT TO PUNISHMENT, WITH ALL THE LIKE THINGS THAT MULTITUDES USUALLY SAY WHEN THEY ARE ELEVATED WITH PROSPERITY, AGAINST THOSE THAT LATELY HAD DESPISED THE AUTHORS OF IT. BUT SAUL, ALTHOUGH HE TOOK THE GOOD-WILL AND THE AFFECTION OF THESE MEN VERY KINDLY, YET DID HE SWEAR THAT HE WOULD NOT SEE ANY OF HIS COUNTRYMEN SLAIN THAT DAY, SINCE IT WAS ABSURD TO MIX THIS VICTORY, WHICH GOD HAD GIVEN THEM, WITH THE BLOOD AND SLAUGHTER OF THOSE THAT WERE OF THE SAME LINEAGE WITH THEMSELVES; AND THAT IT WAS MORE AGREEABLE TO BE MEN OF A FRIENDLY DISPOSITION, AND SO TO BETAKE THEMSELVES TO FEASTING. 
4. AND WHEN SAMUEL HAD TOLD THEM THAT HE OUGHT TO CONFIRM THE KINGDOM TO SAUL BY A SECOND ORDINATION OF HIM, THEY ALL CAME TOGETHER TO THE CITY OF GILGAL, FOR THITHER DID HE COMMAND THEM TO COME. SO, THE PROPHET ANOINTED SAUL WITH THE HOLY OIL IN THE SIGHT OF THE MULTITUDE, AND DECLARED HIM TO BE KING THE SECOND TIME. AND SO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE HEBREWS WAS CHANGED INTO A REGAL GOVERNMENT; FOR IN THE DAYS OF MOSES, AND HIS DISCIPLE JOSHUA, WHO WAS THEIR GENERAL, THEY CONTINUED UNDER AN ARISTOCRACY; BUT AFTER THE DEATH OF JOSHUA, FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS IN ALL, THE MULTITUDE HAD NO SETTLED FORM OF GOVERNMENT, BUT WERE IN AN ANARCHY; AFTER WHICH THEY RETURNED TO THEIR FORMER GOVERNMENT, THEY THEN PERMITTING THEMSELVES TO BE JUDGED BY HIM WHO APPEARED TO BE THE BEST WARRIOR AND MOST COURAGEOUS, WHENCE IT WAS THAT THEY CALLED THIS INTERVAL OF THEIR GOVERNMENT THE JUDGES. 
5. THEN DID SAMUEL THE PROPHET CALL ANOTHER ASSEMBLY ALSO, AND SAID TO THEM," I SOLEMNLY ADJURE YOU BY GOD ALMIGHTY, WHO BROUGHT THOSE EXCELLENT BRETHREN, I MEAN MOSES AND AARON, INTO THE WORLD, AND DELIVERED OUR FATHERS FROM THE EGYPTIANS, AND FROM THE SLAVERY. THEY ENDURED UNDER THEM, THAT YOU WILL NOT SPEAK WHAT YOU SAY TO GRATIFY ME, NOR SUPPRESS ANY THING OUT OF FEAR OF ME, NOR BE OVERBORNE BY ANY OTHER PASSION, BUT SAY, WHAT HAVE I EVER DONE THAT WAS CRUEL OR UNJUST? OR WHAT HAVE I DONE OUT OF LUCRE OR COVETOUSNESS, OR TO GRATIFY OTHERS? BEAR WITNESS AGAINST ME, IF I HAVE TAKEN AN OX OR A SHEEP, OR ANY SUCH THING, WHICH YET WHEN THEY ARE TAKEN TO SUPPORT MEN, IT IS ESTEEMED BLAMELESS; OR HAVE I TAKEN AN ASS FOR MINE OWN USE OF ANY ONE TO HIS GRIEF? - LAY SOME ONE SUCH CRIME TO MY CHARGE, NOW WE ARE IN YOUR KING'S PRESENCE." BUT THEY CRIED OUT, THAT NO SUCH THING HAD BEEN DONE BY HIM, BUT THAT HE HAD PRESIDED OVER THE NATION AFTER A HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS MANNER. 
6. HEREUPON SAMUEL, WHEN SUCH A TESTIMONY HAD BEEN GIVEN HIM BY THEM ALL, SAID, "SINCE YOU GRANT THAT YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO LAY ANY ILL THING TO MY CHARGE HITHERTO, COME ON NOW, AND DO YOU HEARKEN WHILE I SPEAK WITH GREAT FREEDOM TO YOU. YOU HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF GREAT IMPIETY AGAINST GOD, IN ASKING YOU A KING. IT BEHOOVES YOU TO REMEMBER THAT OUR GRANDFATHER JACOB CAME DOWN INTO EGYPT, BY REASON OF A FAMINE, WITH SEVENTY SOULS ONLY OF OUR FAMILY, AND THAT THEIR POSTERITY MULTIPLIED THERE TO MANY TEN THOUSANDS, WHOM THE EGYPTIANS BROUGHT INTO SLAVERY AND HARD OPPRESSION; THAT GOD HIMSELF, UPON THE PRAYERS OF OUR FATHERS, SENT MOSES AND AARON, WHO WERE BRETHREN, AND GAVE THEM POWER TO DELIVER THE MULTITUDE OUT OF THEIR DISTRESS, AND THIS WITHOUT A KING. THESE BROUGHT US INTO THIS VERY LAND WHICH YOU NOW POSSESS: AND WHEN YOU ENJOYED THESE ADVANTAGES FROM GOD, YOU BETRAYED HIS WORSHIP AND RELIGION; NAY, MOREOVER, WHEN YOU WERE BROUGHT UNDER THE HANDS OF YOUR ENEMIES, HE DELIVERED YOU, FIRST BY RENDERING YOU SUPERIOR TO THE ASSYRIANS AND THEIR FORCES, HE THEN MADE YOU TO OVERCOME THE AMMONITES AND THE MOABITES, AND LAST OF ALL THE PHILISTINES; AND THESE THINGS HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED UNDER THE CONDUCT OF JEPHTHA AND GIDEON. WHAT MADNESS THEREFORE POSSESSED YOU TO FLY FROM GOD, AND TO DESIRE TO BE UNDER A KING? - YET HAVE I ORDAINED HIM FOR KING WHOM HE CHOSE FOR YOU. HOWEVER, THAT I MAY MAKE IT PLAIN TO YOU THAT GOD IS ANGRY AND DISPLEASED AT YOUR CHOICE OF KINGLY GOVERNMENT, I WILL SO DISPOSE HIM THAT HE SHALL DECLARE THIS VERY PLAINLY TO YOU BY STRANGE SIGNALS; FOR WHAT NONE OF YOU EVER SAW HERE BEFORE, I MEAN A WINTER STORM IN THE MIDST OF HARVEST, I WILL ENTREAT OF GOD, AND WILL MAKE IT VISIBLE TO YOU." NOW, AS SOON AS HE HAD SAID THIS, GOD GAVE SUCH GREAT SIGNALS BY THUNDER AND LIGHTNING, AND THE DESCENT OF HAIL, AS ATTESTED THE TRUTH OF ALL THAT THE PROPHET HAD SAID, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE AMAZED AND TERRIFIED, AND CONFESSED THEY HAD SINNED, AND HAD FALLEN INTO THAT SIN THROUGH IGNORANCE; AND BESOUGHT THE PROPHET, AS ONE THAT WAS A TENDER AND GENTLE FATHER TO THEM, TO RENDER GOD SO MERCIFUL AS TO FORGIVE THIS THEIR SIN, WHICH THEY HAD ADDED TO THOSE OTHER OFFENSES WHEREBY THEY HAD AFFRONTED HIM AND TRANSGRESSED AGAINST HIM. SO, HE PROMISED THEM THAT HE WOULD BESEECH GOD, AND PERSUADE HIM TO FORGIVE THEM THESE THEIR SINS. HOWEVER, HE ADVISED THEM TO BE RIGHTEOUS, AND TO BE GOOD, AND EVER TO REMEMBER THE MISERIES THAT HAD BEFALLEN THEM ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR DEPARTURE FROM VIRTUE: AS ALSO TO REMEMBER THE STRANGE SIGNS GOD HAD SHOWN THEM, AND THE BODY OF LAWS THAT MOSES HAD GIVEN THEM, IF THEY HAD ANY DESIRE OF BEING PRESERVED AND MADE HAPPY WITH THEIR KING. BUT HE SAID, THAT IF THEY SHOULD GROW CARELESS OF THESE THINGS, GREAT JUDGMENTS WOULD COME FROM GOD UPON THEM, AND UPON THEIR KING. AND WHEN SAMUEL HAD THUS PROPHESIED TO THE HEBREWS, HE DISMISSED THEM TO THEIR OWN HOMES, HAVING CONFIRMED THE KINGDOM TO SAUL THE SECOND TIME.
CHAPTER 6. HOW THE PHILISTINES MADE ANOTHER EXPEDITION AGAINST THE HEBREWS AND WERE BEATEN. 
1. NOW SAUL CHOSE OUT OF THE MULTITUDE ABOUT THREE THOUSAND MEN, AND HE TOOK TWO THOUSAND OF THEM TO BE THE GUARDS OF HIS OWN BODY, AND ABODE IN THE CITY BETHEL, BUT HE GAVE THE REST OF THEM TO JONATHAN HIS SON, TO BE THE GUARDS OF HIS BODY; AND SENT HIM TO GIBEAH, WHERE HE BESIEGED AND TOOK A CERTAIN GARRISON OF THE PHILISTINES, NOT FAR FROM GILGAL; FOR THE PHILISTINES OF GIBEAH HAD BEATEN THE JEWS, AND TAKEN THEIR WEAPONS AWAY, AND HAD PUT GARRISONS INTO THE STRONGEST PLACES OF THE COUNTRY, AND HAD FORBIDDEN THEM TO CARRY ANY INSTRUMENT OF IRON, OR AT ALL TO MAKE USE OF ANY IRON IN ANY CASE WHATSOEVER. AND ON ACCOUNT OF THIS PROHIBITION IT WAS THAT THE HUSBANDMEN, IF THEY HAD OCCASION TO SHARPEN ANY OF THEIR TOOLS, WHETHER IT, WERE THE COULTER OR THE SPADE, OR ANY INSTRUMENT OF HUSBANDRY, THEY CAME TO THE PHILISTINES TO DO IT. NOW AS SOON AS THE PHILISTINES HEARD OF THIS SLAUGHTER OF THEIR GARRISON, THEY WERE IN A RAGE ABOUT IT, AND, LOOKING ON THIS CONTEMPT AS A TERRIBLE AFFRONT OFFERED THEM, THEY MADE WAR AGAINST THE JEWS, WITH THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND FOOTMEN, AND THIRTY THOUSAND CHARIOTS, AND SIX THOUSAND HORSES; AND THEY PITCHED THEIR CAMP AT THE CITY MICHMASH. WHEN SAUL, THE KING OF THE HEBREWS, WAS INFORMED OF THIS, HE WENT DOWN TO THE CITY GILGAL, AND MADE PROCLAMATION OVER ALL THE COUNTRY, THAT THEY SHOULD TRY TO REGAIN THEIR LIBERTY; AND CALLED THEM TO THE WAR AGAINST THE PHILISTINES, DIMINISHING THEIR FORCES, AND DESPISING THEM AS NOT VERY CONSIDERABLE, AND AS NOT SO GREAT BUT THEY MIGHT HAZARD A BATTLE WITH THEM. BUT WHEN THE PEOPLE ABOUT SAUL OBSERVED HOW NUMEROUS THE PHILISTINES WERE, THEY WERE UNDER A GREAT CONSTERNATION; AND SOME OF THEM HID THEMSELVES IN CAVES AND IN DENS UNDER GROUND, BUT THE GREATER PART FLED INTO THE LAND BEYOND JORDAN, WHICH BELONGED TO GAD AND REUBEN. 
2. BUT SAUL SENT TO THE PROPHET, AND CALLED HIM TO CONSULT WITH HIM ABOUT THE WAR AND THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS; SO, HE COMMANDED HIM TO STAY THERE FOR HIM, AND TO PREPARE SACRIFICES, FOR HE WOULD COME TO HIM WITHIN SEVEN DAYS, THAT THEY MIGHT OFFER SACRIFICES ON THE SEVENTH DAY, AND MIGHT THEN JOIN BATTLE WITH THEIR ENEMIES. SO, HE WAITED AS THE PROPHET SENT TO HIM TO DO; YET DID NOT HE, HOWEVER, OBSERVE THE COMMAND THAT WAS GIVEN HIM, BUT WHEN HE SAW THAT THE PROPHET TARRIED LONGER THAN HE EXPECTED, AND THAT HE WAS DESERTED BY THE SOLDIERS, HE TOOK THE SACRIFICES AND OFFERED THEM; AND WHEN HE HEARD THAT SAMUEL WAS COME, HE WENT OUT TO MEET HIM. BUT THE PROPHET SAID HE HAD NOT DONE WELL IN DISOBEYING THE INJUNCTIONS HE HAD SENT TO HIM, AND HAD NOT STAID TILL HIS COMING, WHICH BEING APPOINTED ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD, HE HAD PREVENTED HIM IN OFFERING UP THOSE PRAYERS AND THOSE SACRIFICES THAT HE SHOULD HAVE MADE FOR THE MULTITUDE, AND THAT HE THEREFORE HAD PERFORMED DIVINE OFFICES IN AN ILL MANNER, AND HAD BEEN RASH IN PERFORMING THEM. HEREUPON SAUL MADE AN APOLOGY FOR HIMSELF, AND SAID THAT HE HAD WAITED AS MANY DAYS AS SAMUEL HAD APPOINTED HIM; THAT HE HAD BEEN SO QUICK IN OFFERING HIS SACRIFICES, UPON ACCOUNT OF THE NECESSITY HE WAS IN, AND BECAUSE HIS SOLDIERS WERE DEPARTING FROM HIM, OUT OF THEIR FEAR OF THE ENEMY'S CAMP AT MICHMASH, THE REPORT BEING GONE ABROAD THAT THEY WERE COMING DOWN UPON HIM OF GILGAL. TO WHICH SAMUEL REPLIED, "NAY, CERTAINLY, IF THOU HADST BEEN A RIGHTEOUS MAN, AND HADST NOT DISOBEYED ME, NOR SLIGHTED THE COMMANDS WHICH GOD SUGGESTED TO ME CONCERNING THE PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS, AND HADST NOT ACTED MORE HASTILY THAN THE PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES REQUIRED, THOU WOULDST HAVE BEEN PERMITTED TO REIGN A LONG TIME, AND THY POSTERITY AFTER THEE." SO SAMUEL, BEING GRIEVED AT WHAT HAPPENED, RETURNED HOME; BUT SAUL CAME TO THE CITY GIBEAH, WITH HIS SON JONATHAN, HAVING ONLY SIX HUNDRED MEN WITH HIM; AND OF THESE THE GREATER PART HAD NO WEAPONS, BECAUSE OF THE SCARCITY OF IRON IN THAT COUNTRY, AS WELL AS OF THOSE THAT COULD MAKE SUCH WEAPONS; FOR, AS WE SHOWED A LITTLE BEFORE, THE PHILISTINES HAD NOT SUFFERED THEM TO HAVE SUCH IRON OR SUCH WORKMEN. NOW THE PHILISTINES DIVIDED THEIR ARMY INTO THREE COMPANIES, AND TOOK AS MANY ROADS, AND LAID WASTE THE COUNTRY OF THE HEBREWS, WHILE KING SAUL AND HIS SON JONATHAN SAW WHAT WAS DONE, BUT WERE NOT ABLE TO DEFEND THE LAND, HAVING NO MORE THAN SIX HUNDRED MEN WITH THEM. BUT AS HE, AND HIS SON, AND ABIAH THE HIGH PRIEST, WHO WAS OF THE POSTERITY OF ELI THE HIGH PRIEST, WERE SITTING UPON A PRETTY HIGH HILL, AND SEEING THE LAND LAID WASTE, THEY WERE MIGHTILY DISTURBED AT IT. NOW SAUL'S SON AGREED WITH HIS ARMOR-BEARER, THAT THEY WOULD GO PRIVATELY TO THE ENEMY'S CAMP, AND MAKE A TUMULT AND A DISTURBANCE AMONG THEM. AND WHEN THE ARMOR-BEARER HAD READILY PROMISED TO FOLLOW HIM WHITHERSOEVER HE SHOULD LEAD HIM, THOUGH HE SHOULD BE OBLIGED TO DIE IN THE ATTEMPT, JONATHAN MADE USE OF THE YOUNG MAN'S ASSISTANCE, AND DESCENDED FROM THE HILL, AND WENT TO THEIR ENEMIES. NOW THE ENEMY'S CAMP WAS UPON A PRECIPICE WHICH HAD THREE TOPS, THAT ENDED IN A SMALL BUT SHARP AND LONG EXTREMITY, WHILE THERE WAS A ROCK THAT SURROUNDED THEM, LIKE LINES MADE TO PREVENT THE ATTACKS OF AN ENEMY. THERE IT SO HAPPENED, THAT THE OUT-GUARDS OF THE CAMP WERE NEGLECTED, BECAUSE OF THE SECURITY THAT HERE AROSE FROM THE SITUATION OF THE PLACE, AND BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT IT ALTOGETHER IMPOSSIBLE, NOT ONLY TO ASCEND UP TO THE CAMP ON THAT QUARTER, BUT SO MUCH AS TO COME NEAR IT. AS SOON, THEREFORE, AS THEY CAME TO THE CAMP, JONATHAN ENCOURAGED HIS ARMOR-BEARER, AND SAID TO HIM, "LET US ATTACK OUR ENEMIES; AND IF, WHEN THEY SEE US, THEY BID US COME UP TO THEM, TAKE THAT FOR A SIGNAL OF VICTORY; BUT IF THEY SAY NOTHING, AS NOT INTENDING TO INVITE US TO COME UP, LET US RETURN BACK AGAIN." SO, WHEN THEY WERE APPROACHING TO THE ENEMY'S CAMP, JUST AFTER BREAK OF DAY, AND THE PHILISTINES SAW THEM, THEY SAID ONE TO ANOTHER, "THE HEBREWS COME OUT OF THEIR DENS AND CAVES:" AND THEY SAID TO JONATHAN AND TO HIS ARMOR-BEARER, "COME ON, ASCEND UP TO US, THAT WE MAY INFLICT A JUST PUNISHMENT UPON YOU, FOR YOUR RASH ATTEMPT UPON US." SO SAUL'S SON ACCEPTED OF THAT INVITATION, AS WHAT SIGNIFIED TO HIM VICTORY, AND HE IMMEDIATELY CAME OUT OF THE PLACE WHENCE THEY WERE SEEN BY THEIR ENEMIES: SO HE CHANGED HIS PLACE, AND CAME TO THE ROCK, WHICH HAD NONE TO GUARD IT, BECAUSE OF ITS OWN STRENGTH; FROM THENCE THEY CREPT UP WITH GREAT LABOR AND DIFFICULTY, AND SO FAR OVERCAME BY FORCE THE NATURE OF THE PLACE, TILL THEY WERE ABLE TO FIGHT WITH THEIR ENEMIES. SO THEY FELL UPON THEM AS THEY WERE ASLEEP, AND SLEW ABOUT TWENTY OF THEM, AND THEREBY FILLED THEM WITH DISORDER AND SURPRISE, INSOMUCH THAT SOME OF THEM THREW AWAY THEIR ENTIRE ARMOR AND FLED; BUT THE GREATEST PART, NOT KNOWING ONE ANOTHER, BECAUSE THEY WERE OF DIFFERENT NATIONS, SUSPECTED ONE ANOTHER TO BE ENEMIES, (FOR THEY DID NOT IMAGINE THERE WERE ONLY TWO OF THE HEBREWS THAT CAME UP,) AND SO THEY FOUGHT ONE AGAINST ANOTHER; AND SOME OF THEM DIED IN THE BATTLE, AND SOME, AS THEY WERE FLYING AWAY, WERE THROWN DOWN FROM THE ROCK HEADLONG. 
3. NOW SAUL'S WATCHMEN TOLD THE KING THAT THE CAMP OF THE PHILISTINES WAS IN CONFUSION; THEN HE INQUIRED WHETHER ANY BODY WAS GONE AWAY FROM THE ARMY; AND WHEN HE HEARD THAT HIS SON, AND WITH HIM HIS ARMOR-BEARER, WERE ABSENT, HE BADE THE HIGH PRIEST TAKE THE GARMENTS OF HIS HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND PROPHESY TO HIM WHAT SUCCESS THEY SHOULD HAVE; WHO SAID THAT THEY SHOULD GET THE VICTORY, AND PREVAIL AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES. SO, HE WENT OUT AFTER THE PHILISTINES, AND SET UPON THEM AS THEY WERE SLAYING ONE ANOTHER. THOSE ALSO WHO HAD FLED TO DENS AND CAVES, UPON HEARING THAT SAUL WAS GAINING A VICTORY, CAME RUNNING TO HIM. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE NUMBER OF THE HEBREWS THAT CAME TO SAUL AMOUNTED TO ABOUT TEN THOUSAND, HE PURSUED THE ENEMY, WHO WERE SCATTERED ALL OVER THE COUNTRY; BUT THEN HE FELL INTO AN ACTION, WHICH WAS A VERY UNHAPPY ONE, AND LIABLE TO BE VERY MUCH BLAMED; FOR, WHETHER OUT OF IGNORANCE OR WHETHER OUT OF JOY FOR A VICTORY GAINED SO STRANGELY, (FOR IT FREQUENTLY HAPPENS THAT PERSONS SO FORTUNATE ARE NOT THEN ABLE TO USE THEIR REASON CONSISTENTLY,) AS HE WAS DESIROUS TO AVENGE HIMSELF, AND TO EXACT A DUE PUNISHMENT OF THE PHILISTINES, HE DENOUNCED A CURSE UPON THE HEBREWS: THAT IF ANY ONE PUT A STOP TO HIS SLAUGHTER OF THE ENEMY, AND FELL ON EATING, AND LEFT OFF THE SLAUGHTER OR THE PURSUIT BEFORE THE NIGHT CAME ON, AND OBLIGED THEM SO TO DO, HE SHOULD BE ACCURSED. NOW AFTER SAUL HAD DENOUNCED THIS CURSE, SINCE THEY WERE NOW IN A WOOD BELONGING TO THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM, WHICH WAS THICK AND FULL OF BEES, SAUL'S SON, WHO DID NOT HEAR HIS FATHER DENOUNCE THAT CURSE, NOR HEAR OF THE APPROBATION THE MULTITUDE GAVE TO IT, BROKE OFF A PIECE OF A HONEY-COMB, AND ATE PART OF IT. BUT, IN THE MEAN TIME, HE WAS INFORMED WITH WHAT A CURSE HIS FATHER HAD FORBIDDEN THEM TO TASTE ANY THING BEFORE SUN-SETTING: SO, HE LEFT OFF EATING, AND SAID HIS FATHER HAD NOT DONE WELL IN THIS PROHIBITION, BECAUSE, HAD THEY TAKEN SOME FOOD, THEY HAD PURSUED THE ENEMY WITH GREATER RIGOR AND ALACRITY, AND HAD BOTH TAKEN AND SLAIN MANY MORE OF THEIR ENEMIES. 
4. WHEN, THEREFORE, THEY HAD SLAIN MANY, TEN-THOUSANDS OF THE PHILISTINES, THEY FELL UPON SPOILING THE CAMP OF THE PHILISTINES, BUT NOT TILL LATE IN THE EVENING. THEY ALSO TOOK A GREAT DEAL OF PREY AND CATTLE, AND KILLED THEM, AND ATE THEM WITH THEIR BLOOD. THIS WAS TOLD TO THE KING BY THE SCRIBES, THAT THE MULTITUDE WERE SINNING AGAINST GOD AS THEY SACRIFICED, AND WERE EATING BEFORE THE BLOOD WAS WELL WASHED AWAY, AND THE FLESH WAS MADE CLEAN. THEN DID SAUL GIVE ORDER THAT A GREAT STONE SHOULD BE ROLLED INTO THE MIDST OF THEM, AND HE MADE PROCLAMATION THAT THEY SHOULD KILL THEIR SACRIFICES UPON IT, AND NOT FEED UPON THE FLESH WITH THE BLOOD, FOR THAT WAS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO GOD. AND WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE DID AS THE KING COMMANDED THEM, SAUL ERECTED AN ALTAR THERE, AND OFFERED BURNT-OFFERINGS UPON IT TO GOD THIS WAS THE FIRST ALTAR THAT SAUL BUILT. 
5. SO WHEN SAUL WAS DESIROUS OF LEADING HIS MEN TO THE ENEMY'S CAMP BEFORE IT WAS DAY, IN ORDER TO PLUNDER IT, AND WHEN THE SOLDIERS WERE NOT UNWILLING TO FOLLOW HIM, BUT INDEED SHOWED GREAT READINESS TO DO AS HE COMMANDED THEM, THE KING CALLED AHITUB THE HIGH PRIEST, AND ENJOINED HIM TO KNOW OF GOD WHETHER HE WOULD GRANT THEM THE FAVOR AND PERMISSION TO GO AGAINST THE ENEMY'S CAMP, IN ORDER TO DESTROY THOSE THAT WERE IN IT. AND WHEN THE PRIEST SAID THAT GOD DID NOT GIVE ANY ANSWER, SAUL REPLIED, "AND NOT WITHOUT SOME CAUSE DOES GOD REFUSE TO ANSWER WHAT WE INQUIRE OF HIM, WHILE YET A LITTLE WHILE AGO HE DECLARED TO US ALL THAT WE DESIRED BEFOREHAND, AND EVEN PREVENTED US IN HIS ANSWER. TO BE SURE THERE IS SOME SIN AGAINST HIM THAT IS CONCEALED FROM US, WHICH IS THE OCCASION OF HIS SILENCE. NOW I SWEAR BY HIM HIMSELF, THAT THOUGH HE THAT HATH COMMITTED THIS SIN SHOULD PROVE TO BE MY OWN SON JONATHAN, I WILL SLAY HIM, AND BY THAT MEANS WILL APPEASE THE ANGER OF GOD AGAINST US, AND THAT IN THE VERY SAME MANNER AS IF I WERE TO PUNISH A STRANGER, AND ONE NOT AT ALL RELATED TO ME, FOR THE SAME OFFENSE." SO, WHEN THE MULTITUDE CRIED OUT TO HIM SO TO DO, HE PRESENTLY SET ALL THE REST ON ONE SIDE, AND HE AND HIS SON STOOD ON THE OTHER SIDE, AND HE SOUGHT TO DISCOVER THE OFFENDER BY LOT. NOW THE LOT APPEARED TO FALL UPON JONATHAN HIMSELF. SO WHEN HE WAS ASKED BY HIS FATHER WHAT SIN HE HAD BEEN GUILTY OF, AND WHAT HE WAS CONSCIOUS OF IN THE COURSE OF HIS LIFE THAT MIGHT BE ESTEEMED INSTANCES OF GUILT OR PROFANENESS, HIS ANSWER WAS THIS, "O FATHER, I HAVE DONE NOTHING MORE THAN THAT YESTERDAY, WITHOUT KNOWING OF THE CURSE AND OATH THOU HADST DENOUNCED, WHILE I WAS IN PURSUIT OF THE ENEMY, I TASTED OF A HONEY-COMB." BUT SAUL SWORE THAT HE WOULD SLAY HIM, AND PREFER THE OBSERVATION OF HIS OATH BEFORE ALL THE TIES OF BIRTH AND OF NATURE. AND JONATHAN WAS NOT DISMAYED AT THIS THREATENING OF DEATH, BUT, OFFERING HIMSELF TO IT GENEROUSLY AND UNDAUNTEDLY, HE SAID, "NOR DO I DESIRE YOU, FATHER, TO SPARE ME: DEATH WILL BE TO ME VERY ACCEPTABLE, WHEN IT PROCEEDS FROM THY PIETY, AND AFTER A GLORIOUS VICTORY; FOR IT IS THE GREATEST CONSOLATION TO ME THAT I LEAVE THE HEBREWS VICTORIOUS OVER THE PHILISTINES." HEREUPON ALL THE PEOPLE WERE VERY SORRY, AND GREATLY AFFLICTED FOR JONATHAN; AND THEY SWORE THAT THEY WOULD NOT OVERLOOK JONATHAN, AND SEE HIM DIE, WHO WAS THE AUTHOR OF THEIR VICTORY. BY WHICH MEANS THEY SNATCHED HIM OUT OF THE DANGER HE WAS IN FROM HIS FATHER'S CURSE, WHILE THEY MADE THEIR PRAYERS TO GOD ALSO FOR THE YOUNG MAN, THAT HE WOULD REMIT HIS SIN. 
6. SO SAUL, HAVING SLAIN ABOUT SIXTY THOUSAND OF THE ENEMY, RETURNED HOME TO HIS OWN CITY, AND REIGNED HAPPILY: AND HE ALSO FOUGHT AGAINST THE NEIGHBORING NATIONS, AND SUBDUED THE AMMONITES, AND MOABITES, AND PHILISTINES, AND EDOMITES, AND AMALEKITES, AS ALSO THE KING OF ZOBAH. HE HAD THREE MALE CHILDREN, JONATHAN, AND ISUI, AND MELCHISHUA; WITH MERAB AND MICHAL HIS DAUGHTERS. HE HAD ALSO ABNER, HIS UNCLE'S SON, FOR THE CAPTAIN OF HIS HOST: THAT UNCLE'S NAME WAS NER. NOW NER, AND KISH THE FATHER OF SAUL, WERE BROTHERS. SAUL HAD ALSO A GREAT MANY CHARIOTS AND HORSEMEN, AND AGAINST WHOMSOEVER HE MADE WAR HE RETURNED CONQUEROR, AND ADVANCED THE AFFAIRS OF THE HEBREWS TO A GREAT DEGREE OF SUCCESS AND PROSPERITY, AND MADE THEM SUPERIOR TO OTHER NATIONS; AND HE MADE SUCH OF THE YOUNG MEN AS WERE REMARKABLE FOR TALLNESS AND COMELINESS THE GUARDS OF HIS BODY.
CHAPTER 7. SAUL'S WAR WITH THE AMALEKITES, AND CONQUEST OF THEM. 
1. NOW SAMUEL CAME UNTO SAUL, AND SAID TO HIM, THAT HE WAS SENT BY GOD TO PUT HIM IN MIND THAT GOD HAD PREFERRED HIM BEFORE ALL OTHERS, AND ORDAINED HIM KING; THAT HE THEREFORE OUGHT TO BE OBEDIENT TO HIM, AND TO SUBMIT TO HIS AUTHORITY, AS CONSIDERING, THAT THOUGH HE HAD THE DOMINION OVER THE OTHER TRIBES, YET THAT GOD HAD THE DOMINION OVER HIM, AND OVER ALL THINGS. THAT ACCORDINGLY GOD SAID TO HIM, THAT "BECAUSE THE AMALEKITES DID THE HEBREWS A GREAT DEAL OF MISCHIEF WHILE THEY WERE IN THE WILDERNESS, AND WHEN, UPON THEIR COMING OUT OF EGYPT, THEY WERE MAKING THEIR WAY TO THAT COUNTRY WHICH IS NOW THEIR OWN, I ENJOIN THEE TO PUNISH THE AMALEKITES, BY MAKING WAR UPON THEM; AND WHEN THOU HAST SUBDUED THEM, TO LEAVE NONE OF THEM ALIVE, BUT TO PURSUE THEM THROUGH EVERY AGE, AND TO SLAY THEM, BEGINNING WITH THE WOMEN AND THE INFANTS, AND TO REQUIRE THIS AS A PUNISHMENT TO BE INFLICTED UPON THEM FOR THE MISCHIEF THEY DID TO OUR FOREFATHERS; TO SPARE NOTHING, NEITHER ASSES NOR OTHER BEASTS, NOR TO RESERVE ANY OF THEM FOR YOUR OWN ADVANTAGE AND POSSESSION, BUT TO DEVOTE THEM UNIVERSALLY TO GOD, AND, IN OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMANDS OF MOSES, TO BLOT OUT THE NAME OF AMALEK ENTIRELY." 
2. SO SAUL PROMISED TO DO WHAT HE WAS COMMANDED; AND SUPPOSING THAT HIS OBEDIENCE TO GOD WOULD BE SHOWN, NOT ONLY IN MAKING WAR AGAINST THE AMALEKITES, BUT MORE FULLY IN THE READINESS AND QUICKNESS OF HIS PROCEEDINGS, HE MADE NO DELAY, BUT IMMEDIATELY GATHERED TOGETHER ALL HIS FORCES; AND WHEN HE HAD NUMBERED THEM IN GILGAL, HE FOUND THEM TO BE ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND OF THE ISRAELITES, BESIDES THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, FOR THAT TRIBE CONTAINED BY ITSELF THIRTY THOUSAND. ACCORDINGLY, SAUL MADE AN IRRUPTION INTO THE COUNTRY OF THE AMALEKITES, AND SET MANY MEN IN SEVERAL PARTIES IN AMBUSH AT THE RIVER, THAT SO HE MIGHT NOT ONLY DO THEM A MISCHIEF BY OPEN FIGHTING, BUT MIGHT FALL UPON THEM UNEXPECTEDLY IN THE WAYS, AND MIGHT THEREBY COMPASS THEM ROUND ABOUT, AND KILL THEM. AND WHEN HE HAD JOINED BATTLE WITH THE ENEMY, HE BEAT THEM; AND PURSUING THEM AS THEY FLED, HE DESTROYED THEM ALL. AND WHEN THAT UNDERTAKING HAD SUCCEEDED, ACCORDING AS GOD HAD FORETOLD, HE SET UPON THE CITIES OF THE AMALEKITES; HE BESIEGED THEM, AND TOOK THEM BY FORCE, PARTLY BY WARLIKE MACHINES, PARTLY BY MINES DUG UNDER GROUND, AND PARTLY BY BUILDING WALLS ON THE OUTSIDES. SOME THEY STARVED OUT WITH FAMINE, AND SOME THEY GAINED BY OTHER METHODS; AND AFTER ALL, HE BETOOK HIMSELF TO SLAY THE WOMEN AND THE CHILDREN, AND THOUGHT HE DID NOT ACT THEREIN EITHER BARBAROUSLY OR INHUMANLY; FIRST, BECAUSE THEY WERE ENEMIES WHOM HE THUS TREATED, AND, IN THE NEXT PLACE, BECAUSE IT WAS DONE BY THE COMMAND OF GOD, WHOM IT WAS DANGEROUS NOT TO OBEY. HE ALSO TOOK AGAG, THE ENEMIES' KING, CAPTIVE, - THE BEAUTY AND TALLNESS OF WHOSE BODY HE ADMIRED SO MUCH, THAT HE THOUGHT HIM WORTHY OF PRESERVATION. YET WAS NOT THIS DONE HOWEVER ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD, BUT BY GIVING WAY TO HUMAN PASSIONS, AND SUFFERING HIMSELF TO BE MOVED WITH AN UNSEASONABLE COMMISERATION, IN A POINT WHERE IT WAS NOT SAFE FOR HIM TO INDULGE IT; FOR GOD HATED THE NATION OF THE AMALEKITES TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT HE COMMANDED SAUL TO HAVE NO PITY ON EVEN THOSE INFANTS WHICH WE BY NATURE CHIEFLY COMPASSIONATE; BUT SAUL PRESERVED THEIR KING AND GOVERNOR FROM THE MISERIES WHICH THE HEBREWS BROUGHT ON THE PEOPLE, AS IF HE PREFERRED THE FINE APPEARANCE OF THE ENEMY TO THE MEMORY OF WHAT GOD HAD SENT HIM ABOUT. THE MULTITUDE WERE ALSO GUILTY, TOGETHER WITH SAUL; FOR THEY SPARED THE HERDS AND THE FLOCKS, AND TOOK THEM FOR A PREY, WHEN GOD HAD, COMMANDED THEY SHOULD NOT SPARE THEM. THEY ALSO CARRIED OFF WITH THEM THE REST OF THEIR WEALTH AND RICHES; BUT IF THERE WERE ANY THING THAT WAS NOT WORTHY OF REGARD, THAT THEY DESTROYED. 
3. BUT WHEN SAUL HAD CONQUERED ALL THESE AMALEKITES THAT REACHED FROM PELUSIUM OF EGYPT TO THE RED SEA, HE LAID WASTE ALL THE REST OF THE ENEMY'S COUNTRY: BUT FOR THE NATION OF THE SHECHEMITES, HE DID NOT TOUCH THEM, ALTHOUGH THEY DWELT IN THE VERY MIDDLE OF THE COUNTRY OF MIDIAN; FOR BEFORE THE BATTLE, SAUL HAD SENT TO THEM, AND CHARGED THEM TO DEPART THENCE, LEST THEY SHOULD BE PARTAKERS OF THE MISERIES OF THE AMALEKITES; FOR HE HAD A JUST OCCASION FOR SAVING THEM, SINCE THEY WERE OF THE KINDRED OF RAGUEL, MOSES'S FATHER-IN-LAW. 
4. HEREUPON SAUL RETURNED HOME WITH JOY, FOR THE GLORIOUS THINGS HE HAD DONE, AND FOR THE CONQUEST OF HIS ENEMIES, AS THOUGH HE HAD NOT NEGLECTED ANY THING WHICH THE PROPHET HAD ENJOINED HIM TO DO WHEN HE WAS GOING TO MAKE WAR WITH THE AMALEKITES, AND AS THOUGH HE HAD EXACTLY OBSERVED ALL THAT HE OUGHT TO HAVE DONE. BUT GOD WAS GRIEVED THAT THE KING OF THE AMALEKITES WAS PRESERVED ALIVE, AND THAT THE MULTITUDE HAD SEIZED ON THE CATTLE FOR A PREY, BECAUSE THESE THINGS WERE DONE WITHOUT HIS PERMISSION; FOR HE THOUGHT IT AN INTOLERABLE THING THAT THEY SHOULD CONQUER AND OVERCOME THEIR ENEMIES BY THAT POWER WHICH HE GAVE THEM, AND THEN THAT HE HIMSELF SHOULD BE SO GROSSLY DESPISED AND DISOBEYED BY THEM, THAT A MERE MAN THAT WAS A KING WOULD NOT BEAR IT. HE THEREFORE TOLD SAMUEL THE PROPHET, THAT HE REPENTED THAT HE HAD MADE SAUL KING, WHILE HE DID NOTHING THAT HE HAD COMMANDED HIM, BUT INDULGED HIS OWN INCLINATIONS. WHEN SAMUEL HEARD THAT, HE WAS IN CONFUSION, AND BEGAN TO BESEECH GOD ALL THAT NIGHT TO BE RECONCILED TO SAUL, AND NOT TO BE ANGRY WITH HIM; BUT HE DID NOT GRANT THAT FORGIVENESS TO SAUL WHICH THE PROPHET ASKED FOR, AS NOT DEEMING IT A FIT THING TO GRANT FORGIVENESS OF [SUCH] SINS AT HIS ENTREATIES, SINCE INJURIES DO NOT OTHERWISE GROW SO GREAT AS BY THE EASY TEMPERS OF THOSE THAT ARE INJURED; OR WHILE THEY HUNT AFTER THE GLORY OF BEING THOUGHT GENTLE AND GOOD-NATURED, BEFORE THEY ARE AWARE THEY PRODUCE OTHER SINS. AS SOON THEREFORE AS GOD HAD REJECTED THE INTERCESSION OF THE PROPHET, AND IT PLAINLY APPEARED HE WOULD NOT CHANGE HIS MIND, AT BREAK OF DAY SAMUEL CAME TO SAUL AT GILGAL. WHEN THE KING SAW HIM, HE RAN TO HIM, AND EMBRACED HIM, AND SAID, "I RETURN THANKS TO GOD, WHO HATH GIVEN ME THE VICTORY, FOR I HAVE PERFORMED EVERY THING THAT HE HATH COMMANDED ME." TO WHICH SAMUEL REPLIED, "HOW IS IT THEN THAT I HEAR THE BLEATING OF THE SHEEP AND THE LOWING OF THE GREATER CATTLE IN THE CAMP?" SAUL MADE ANSWER, THAT THE PEOPLE HAD RESERVED THEM FOR SACRIFICES; BUT THAT, AS TO THE NATION OF THE AMALEKITES, IT WAS ENTIRELY DESTROYED, AS HE HAD RECEIVED IT IN COMMAND TO SEE DONE, AND THAT NO ONE MAN WAS LEFT; BUT THAT HE HAD SAVED ALIVE THE KING ALONE, AND BROUGHT HIM TO HIM, CONCERNING WHOM, HE SAID, THEY WOULD ADVISE TOGETHER WHAT SHOULD BE DONE WITH HIM." BUT THE PROPHET SAID, "GOD IS NOT DELIGHTED WITH SACRIFICES, BUT WITH GOOD AND WITH RIGHTEOUS MEN, WHO ARE SUCH AS FOLLOW HIS WILL AND HIS LAWS, AND NEVER THINK THAT ANY THING IS WELL DONE BY THEM BUT WHEN THEY DO IT AS GOD HAD COMMANDED THEM; THAT HE THEN LOOKS UPON HIMSELF AS AFFRONTED, NOT WHEN ANY ONE DOES NOT SACRIFICE, BUT WHEN ANY ONE APPEARS TO BE DISOBEDIENT TO HIM. BUT THAT FROM THOSE WHO DO NOT OBEY HIM, NOR PAY HIM THAT DUTY WHICH IS THE ALONE TRUE AND ACCEPTABLE WORSHIP, HE WILL NOT KINDLY ACCEPT THEIR OBLATIONS, BE THOSE THEY OFFER EVER SO MANY AND SO FAT, AND BE THE PRESENTS THEY MAKE HIM EVER SO ORNAMENTAL, NAY, THOUGH THEY WERE MADE OF GOLD AND SILVER THEMSELVES, BUT HE WILL REJECT THEM, AND ESTEEM THEM INSTANCES OF WICKEDNESS, AND NOT OF PIETY. AND THAT HE IS DELIGHTED WITH THOSE THAT STILL BEAR IN MIND THIS ONE THING, AND THIS ONLY, HOW TO DO THAT, WHATSOEVER IT BE, WHICH GOD PRONOUNCES OR COMMANDS FOR THEM TO DO, AND TO CHOOSE RATHER TO DIE THAN TO TRANSGRESS ANY OF THOSE COMMANDS; NOR DOES HE REQUIRE SO MUCH AS A SACRIFICE FROM THEM. AND WHEN THESE DO SACRIFICE, THOUGH IT BE A MEAN OBLATION, HE BETTER ACCEPTS OF IT AS THE HONOR OF POVERTY, THEN SUCH OBLATIONS AS COME FROM THE RICHEST MEN THAT OFFER THEM TO HIM. WHEREFORE TAKE NOTICE, THAT THOU ART UNDER THE WRATH OF GOD, FOR THOU HAST DESPISED AND NEGLECTED WHAT HE COMMANDED THEE. HOW DOST THOU THEN SUPPOSE THAT HE WILL RESPECT A SACRIFICE OUT OF SUCH THINGS AS HE HATH DOOMED TO DESTRUCTION? UNLESS PERHAPS THOU DOST IMAGINE THAT IT IS ALMOST ALL ONE TO OFFER IT IN SACRIFICE TO GOD AS TO DESTROY IT. DO THOU THEREFORE EXPECT THAT THY KINGDOM WILL BE TAKEN FROM THEE, AND THAT AUTHORITY WHICH THOU HAST ABUSED BY SUCH INSOLENT BEHAVIOR, AS TO NEGLECT THAT GOD WHO BESTOWED IT UPON THEE? "THEN DID SAUL CONFESS THAT HE HAD ACTED UNJUSTLY, AND DID NOT DENY THAT HE HAD SINNED, BECAUSE HE HAD TRANSGRESSED THE INJUNCTIONS OF THE PROPHET; BUT HE SAID THAT IT WAS OUT OF A DREAD AND FEAR OF THE SOLDIERS, THAT HE DID NOT PROHIBIT AND RESTRAIN THEM WHEN THEY SEIZED ON THE PREY. "BUT FORGIVE ME," SAID HE, "AND BE MERCIFUL TO ME, FOR I WILL BE CAUTIOUS HOW I OFFEND FOR THE TIME TO COME." HE ALSO ENTREATED THE PROPHET TO GO BACK WITH HIM, THAT HE MIGHT OFFER HIS THANK-OFFERINGS TO GOD; BUT SAMUEL WENT HOME, BECAUSE HE SAW THAT GOD WOULD NOT BE RECONCILED TO HIM. 
5. BUT THEN SAUL WAS SO DESIROUS TO RETAIN SAMUEL, THAT HE TOOK HOLD OF HIS CLOAK, AND BECAUSE THE VEHEMENCE OF SAMUEL'S DEPARTURE MADE THE MOTION TO BE VIOLENT, THE CLOAK WAS RENT. UPON WHICH THE PROPHET SAID, THAT AFTER THE SAME MANNER SHOULD THE KINGDOM BE RENT FROM HIM, AND THAT A GOOD AND A JUST MAN SHOULD TAKE IT; THAT GOD PERSEVERED IN WHAT HE HAD DECREED ABOUT HIM; THAT TO BE MUTABLE AND CHANGEABLE IN WHAT IS DETERMINED, IS AGREEABLE TO HUMAN [SEXUAL] PASSIONS ONLY, BUT IS NOT AGREEABLE TO THE DIVINE [SEXLESS] POWER. HEREUPON SAUL SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN WICKED, BUT THAT WHAT WAS DONE COULD NOT BE UNDONE: HE THEREFORE DESIRED HIM TO HONOR HIM SO FAR, THAT THE MULTITUDE MIGHT SEE THAT HE WOULD ACCOMPANY HIM IN WORSHIPPING GOD. SO, SAMUEL GRANTED HIM THAT FAVOR, AND WENT WITH HIM AND WORSHIPPED GOD. AGAG ALSO, THE KING OF THE AMALEKITES, WAS BROUGHT TO HIM; AND WHEN THE KING ASKED, HOW BITTER DEATH WAS? SAMUEL SAID, "AS THOU HAST MADE MANY OF THE HEBREW MOTHERS TO LAMENT AND BEWAIL THE LOSS OF THEIR CHILDREN, SO SHALT THOU, BY THY DEATH, CAUSE THY MOTHER TO LAMENT THEE ALSO." ACCORDINGLY, HE GAVE ORDER TO SLAY HIM IMMEDIATELY AT GILGAL, AND THEN WENT AWAY TO THE CITY RAMAH.
CHAPTER 8. HOW, UPON SAUL'S TRANSGRESSION OF THE PROPHET'S COMMANDS, SAMUEL ORDAINED ANOTHER PERSON TO BE KING PRIVATELY, WHOSE NAME WAS DAVID, AS GOD COMMANDED HIM. 
1. NOW SAUL BEING SENSIBLE OF THE MISERABLE CONDITION HE HAD BROUGHT HIMSELF INTO, AND THAT HE HAD MADE GOD TO BE HIS ENEMY, HE WENT UP TO HIS ROYAL PALACE AT GIBEAH, WHICH NAME DENOTES A HILL, AND AFTER THAT DAY HE CAME NO MORE INTO THE PRESENCE OF THE PROPHET. AND WHEN SAMUEL MOURNED FOR HIM, GOD BID HIM LEAVE OFF HIS CONCERN FOR HIM, AND TO TAKE THE HOLY OIL, AND GO TO BETHLEHEM, TO JESSE THE SON OF OBED, AND TO ANOINT SUCH OF HIS SONS AS HE SHOULD SHOW HIM FOR THEIR FUTURE KING. BUT SAMUEL SAID, HE WAS AFRAID LEST SAUL, WHEN HE CAME TO KNOW OF IT, SHOULD KILL HIM, EITHER BY SOME PRIVATE METHOD OR EVEN OPENLY. BUT UPON GOD'S SUGGESTING TO HIM A SAFE WAY OF GOING THITHER, HE CAME TO THE FORE MENTIONED CITY; AND WHEN THEY ALL SALUTED HIM, AND ASKED WHAT WAS THE OCCASION OF HIS COMING, HE TOLD THEM HE CAME TO SACRIFICE TO GOD. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE HAD GOTTEN THE SACRIFICE READY, HE CALLED JESSE AND HIS SONS TO PARTAKE OF THOSE SACRIFICES; AND WHEN HE SAW HIS ELDEST SON TO BE A TALL AND HANDSOME MAN, HE GUESSED BY HIS COMELINESS THAT HE WAS THE PERSON WHO WAS TO BE THEIR FUTURE KING. BUT HE WAS MISTAKEN IN JUDGING ABOUT GOD'S PROVIDENCE; FOR WHEN SAMUEL INQUIRED OF GOD WHETHER HE SHOULD ANOINT THIS YOUTH, WHOM HE SO ADMIRED, AND ESTEEMED WORTHY OF THE KINGDOM, GOD SAID, "MEN DO NOT SEE AS GOD SEETH. THOU INDEED HAST RESPECT TO THE FINE APPEARANCE OF THIS YOUTH, AND THENCE ESTEEMEST HIM WORTHY OF THE KINGDOM, WHILE I PROPOSE THE KINGDOM AS A REWARD, NOT OF THE BEAUTY OF BODIES, BUT OF THE VIRTUE OF SOULS, AND I INQUIRE AFTER ONE THAT IS PERFECTLY COMELY IN THAT RESPECT; I MEAN ONE WHO IS BEAUTIFUL IN PIETY, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND FORTITUDE, AND OBEDIENCE, FOR IN THEM CONSISTS THE COMELINESS OF THE SOUL." WHEN GOD HAD SAID THIS, SAMUEL BADE JESSE TO SHOW HIM ALL HIS SONS. SO, HE MADE FIVE OTHERS OF HIS SONS TO COME TO HIM; OF ALL OF WHOM ELIAB WAS THE ELDEST, AMINADAB THE SECOND, SHAMMALL THE THIRD, NATHANIEL THE FOURTH, RAEL THE FIFTH, AND ASAM THE SIXTH. AND WHEN THE PROPHET SAW THAT THESE WERE NO WAY INFERIOR TO THE ELDEST IN THEIR COUNTENANCES, HE INQUIRED OF GOD WHICH OF THEM IT WAS WHOM HE CHOSE FOR THEIR KING. AND WHEN GOD SAID IT WAS NONE OF THEM, HE ASKED JESSE WHETHER HE HAD NOT SOME OTHER SONS BESIDES THESE; AND WHEN HE SAID THAT HE HAD ONE MORE, NAMED DAVID, BUT THAT HE WAS A SHEPHERD, AND TOOK CARE OF THE FLOCKS, SAMUEL BADE THEM CALL HIM IMMEDIATELY, FOR THAT TILL HE WAS COME THEY COULD NOT POSSIBLY SIT DOWN TO THE FEAST. NOW, AS SOON AS HIS FATHER HAD SENT FOR DAVID, AND HE WAS COME, HE APPEARED TO BE OF A YELLOW COMPLEXION, OF A SHARP SIGHT, AND A COMELY PERSON IN OTHER RESPECTS ALSO. THIS IS HE, SAID SAMUEL PRIVATELY TO HIMSELF, WHOM IT PLEASES GOD TO MAKE OUR KING. SO HE SAT DOWN TO THE FEAST, AND PLACED THE YOUTH UNDER HIM, AND JESSE ALSO, WITH HIS OTHER SONS; AFTER WHICH HE TOOK OIL IN THE PRESENCE OF DAVID, AND ANOINTED HIM, AND WHISPERED HIM IN THE EAR, AND ACQUAINTED HIM THAT GOD CHOSE HIM TO BE THEIR KING; AND EXHORTED HIM TO BE RIGHTEOUS, AND OBEDIENT TO HIS COMMANDS, FOR THAT BY THIS MEANS HIS KINGDOM WOULD CONTINUE FOR A LONG TIME, AND THAT HIS HOUSE SHOULD BE OF GREAT SPLENDOR, AND CELEBRATED IN THE WORLD; THAT HE SHOULD OVERTHROW THE PHILISTINES; AND THAT AGAINST WHAT NATIONS SOEVER HE SHOULD MAKE WAR, HE SHOULD BE THE CONQUEROR, AND SURVIVE THE FIGHT; AND THAT WHILE HE LIVED HE SHOULD ENJOY A GLORIOUS NAME, AND LEAVE SUCH A NAME TO HIS POSTERITY ALSO. 
2. SO SAMUEL, WHEN HE HAD GIVEN HIM THESE ADMONITIONS, WENT AWAY. BUT THE DIVINE POWER DEPARTED FROM SAUL, AND REMOVED TO DAVID; WHO, UPON THIS REMOVAL OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT TO HIM, BEGAN TO PROPHESY. BUT AS FOR SAUL, SOME STRANGE AND DEMONIACAL DISORDERS CAME UPON HIM, AND BROUGHT UPON HIM SUCH SUFFOCATIONS AS WERE READY TO CHOKE HIM; FOR WHICH THE PHYSICIANS COULD FIND NO OTHER REMEDY BUT THIS, THAT IF ANY PERSON COULD CHARM THOSE PASSIONS BY SINGING, AND PLAYING UPON THE HARP, THEY ADVISED THEM TO INQUIRE FOR SUCH A ONE, AND TO OBSERVE WHEN THESE DEMONS CAME UPON HIM AND DISTURBED HIM, AND TO TAKE CARE THAT SUCH A PERSON MIGHT STAND OVER HIM, AND PLAY UPON THE HARP, AND RECITE HYMNS TO HIM. ACCORDINGLY, SAUL DID NOT DELAY, BUT COMMANDED THEM TO SEEK OUT SUCH A MAN. AND WHEN A CERTAIN STANDER-BY SAID THAT HE HAD SEEN IN THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM A SON OF JESSE, WHO WAS YET NO MORE THAN A CHILD IN AGE, BUT COMELY AND BEAUTIFUL, AND IN OTHER RESPECTS ONE THAT WAS DESERVING OF GREAT REGARD, WHO WAS SKILLFUL IN PLAYING ON THE HARP, AND IN SINGING OF HYMNS, [AND AN EXCELLENT SOLDIER IN WAR,] HE SENT TO JESSE, AND DESIRED HIM TO TAKE DAVID AWAY FROM THE FLOCKS, AND SEND HIM TO HIM, FOR HE HAD A MIND TO SEE HIM, AS HAVING HEARD AN ADVANTAGEOUS CHARACTER OF HIS COMELINESS AND HIS VALOR. SO, JESSE SENT HIS SON, AND GAVE HIM PRESENTS TO CARRY TO SAUL. AND WHEN HE WAS COME, SAUL WAS PLEASED WITH HIM, AND MADE HIM HIS ARMORBEARER, AND HAD HIM IN VERY GREAT ESTEEM; FOR HE CHARMED HIS PASSION, AND WAS THE ONLY PHYSICIAN AGAINST THE TROUBLE HE HAD FROM THE DEMONS, WHENSOEVER IT WAS THAT IT CAME UPON HIM, AND THIS BY RECITING OF HYMNS, AND PLAYING UPON THE HARP, AND BRINGING SAUL TO HIS RIGHT MIND AGAIN. HOWEVER, HE SENT TO JESSE, THE FATHER OF THE CHILD, AND DESIRED HIM TO PERMIT DAVID TO STAY WITH HIM, FOR THAT HE WAS DELIGHTED WITH HIS SIGHT AND COMPANY; WHICH STAY, THAT HE MIGHT NOT CONTRADICT SAUL, HE GRANTED. 
CHAPTER 9. HOW THE PHILISTINES MADE ANOTHER EXPEDITION AGAINST THE HEBREWS UNDER THE REIGN OF SAUL; AND HOW THEY WERE OVERCOME BY DAVID'S SLAYING GOLIATH IN SINGLE COMBAT. 
1. NOW THE PHILISTINES GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER AGAIN NO VERY LONG TIME AFTERWARD; AND HAVING GOTTEN TOGETHER A GREAT ARMY, THEY MADE WAR AGAINST THE ISRAELITES; AND HAVING SEIZED A PLACE BETWEEN SHOCHOH AND AZEKAH, THEY THERE PITCHED THEIR CAMP. SAUL ALSO DREW OUT HIS ARMY TO OPPOSE THEM; AND BY PITCHING HIS OWN CAMP ON A CERTAIN HILL, HE FORCED THE PHILISTINES TO LEAVE THEIR FORMER CAMP, AND TO ENCAMP THEMSELVES UPON SUCH ANOTHER HILL, OVER-AGAINST THAT ON WHICH SAUL'S ARMY LAY, SO THAT A VALLEY, WHICH WAS BETWEEN THE TWO HILLS ON WHICH THEY LAY, DIVIDED THEIR CAMPS ASUNDER. NOW THERE CAME DOWN A MAN OUT OF THE CAMP OF THE PHILISTINES, WHOSE NAME WAS GOLIATH, OF THE CITY OF GATH, A MAN OF VAST BULK, FOR HE WAS OF FOUR CUBITS AND A SPAN IN TALLNESS, AND HAD ABOUT HIM WEAPONS SUITABLE TO THE LARGENESS OF HIS BODY, FOR HE HAD A BREASTPLATE ON THAT WEIGHED FIVE THOUSAND SHEKELS: HE HAD ALSO A HELMET AND GREAVES OF BRASS, AS LARGE AS YOU WOULD NATURALLY SUPPOSE MIGHT COVER THE LIMBS OF SO VAST A BODY. HIS SPEAR WAS ALSO SUCH AS WAS NOT CARRIED LIKE A LIGHT THING IN HIS RIGHT HAND, BUT HE CARRIED IT AS LYING ON HIS SHOULDERS. HE HAD ALSO A LANCE OF SIX HUNDRED SHEKELS; AND MANY FOLLOWED HIM TO CARRY HIS ARMOR. WHEREFORE THIS GOLIATH STOOD BETWEEN THE TWO ARMIES, AS THEY WERE IN BATTLE ARRAY, AND SENT OUT ALOUD VOICE, AND SAID TO SAUL AND THE HEBREWS, "I WILL FREE YOU FROM FIGHTING AND FROM DANGERS; FOR WHAT NECESSITY IS THERE THAT YOUR ARMY SHOULD FALL AND BE AFFLICTED? GIVE ME A MAN OF YOU THAT WILL FIGHT WITH ME, AND HE THAT CONQUERS SHALL HAVE THE REWARD OF THE CONQUEROR AND DETERMINE THE WAR; FOR THESE SHALL SERVE THOSE OTHERS TO WHOM THE CONQUEROR SHALL BELONG; AND CERTAINLY, IT IS MUCH BETTER, AND MORE PRUDENT, TO GAIN WHAT YOU DESIRE BY THE HAZARD OF ONE MAN THAN OF ALL." WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE RETIRED TO HIS OWN CAMP; BUT THE NEXT DAY HE CAME AGAIN, AND USED THE SAME WORDS, AND DID NOT LEAVE OFF FOR FORTY DAYS TOGETHER, TO CHALLENGE THE ENEMY IN THE SAME WORDS, TILL SAUL AND HIS ARMY WERE THEREWITH TERRIFIED, WHILE THEY PUT THEMSELVES IN ARRAY AS IF THEY WOULD FIGHT, BUT DID NOT COME TO A CLOSE BATTLE. 
2. NOW WHILE THIS WAR BETWEEN THE HEBREWS AND THE PHILISTINES WAS GOING ON, SAUL SENT AWAY DAVID TO HIS FATHER JESSE, AND CONTENTED HIMSELF WITH THOSE THREE SONS OF HIS WHOM HE HAD SENT TO HIS ASSISTANCE, AND TO BE PARTNERS IN THE DANGERS OF THE WAR: AND AT FIRST  DAVID RETURNED TO FEED HIS SHEEP AND HIS FLOCKS; BUT AFTER NO LONG TIME HE CAME TO THE CAMP OF THE HEBREWS, AS SENT BY HIS FATHER, TO CARRY PROVISIONS TO HIS BRETHREN, AND TO KNOW WHAT THEY WERE DOING. WHILE GOLIATH CAME AGAIN, AND CHALLENGED THEM, AND REPROACHED THEM, THAT THEY HAD NO MAN OF VALOR AMONG THEM THAT DURST COME DOWN TO FIGHT HIM; AND AS DAVID WAS TALKING WITH HIS BRETHREN ABOUT THE BUSINESS FOR WHICH HIS FATHER HAD SENT HIM, HE HEARD THE PHILISTINE REPROACHING AND ABUSING THE ARMY, AND HAD INDIGNATION AT IT, AND SAID TO HIS BRETHREN, "I AM READY TO FIGHT A SINGLE COMBAT WITH THIS ADVERSARY." WHEREUPON ELIAB, HIS ELDEST BROTHER, REPROVED HIM, AND SAID THAT HE SPOKE TOO RASHLY AND IMPROPERLY FOR ONE OF HIS AGE, AND BID HIM GO TO HIS FLOCKS, AND TO HIS FATHER. SO HE WAS ABASHED AT HIS BROTHER'S WORDS, AND WENT AWAY, BUT STILL HE SPAKE TO SOME OF THE SOLDIERS THAT HE WAS WILLING TO FIGHT WITH HIM THAT CHALLENGED THEM. AND WHEN THEY HAD INFORMED SAUL WHAT WAS THE RESOLUTION OF THE YOUNG MAN, THE KING SENT FOR HIM TO COME TO HIM: AND WHEN THE KING ASKED WHAT HE HAD TO SAY, HE REPLIED, "O KING, BE NOT CAST DOWN, NOR AFRAID, FOR I WILL DEPRESS THE INSOLENCE OF THIS ADVERSARY, AND WILL GO DOWN AND FIGHT WITH HIM, AND WILL BRING HIM UNDER ME, AS TALL AND AS GREAT AS HE IS, TILL HE SHALL BE SUFFICIENTLY LAUGHED AT, AND THY ARMY SHALL GET GREAT GLORY, WHEN HE SHALL BE SLAIN BY ONE THAT IS NOT YET OF MAN'S ESTATE, NEITHER FIT FOR FIGHTING, NOR CAPABLE OF BEING INTRUSTED WITH THE MARSHALLING AN ARMY, OR ORDERING A BATTLE, BUT BY ONE THAT LOOKS LIKE A CHILD, AND IS REALLY NO ELDER IN AGE THAN A CHILD." 
3. NOW SAUL WONDERED AT THE BOLDNESS AND ALACRITY OF DAVID, BUT DURST NOT PRESUME ON HIS ABILITY, BY REASON OF HIS AGE; BUT SAID HE MUST ON THAT ACCOUNT BE TOO WEAK TO FIGHT WITH ONE THAT WAS SKILLED IN THE ART OF WAR. "I UNDERTAKE THIS ENTERPRISE," SAID DAVID, "IN DEPENDENCE ON GOD'S BEING WITH ME, FOR I HAVE HAD EXPERIENCE ALREADY OF HIS ASSISTANCE; FOR I ONCE PURSUED AFTER AND CAUGHT A LION THAT ASSAULTED MY FLOCKS, AND TOOK AWAY A LAMB FROM THEM; AND I SNATCHED THE LAMB OUT OF THE WILD BEAST'S MOUTH, AND WHEN HE LEAPED UPON ME WITH VIOLENCE, I TOOK HIM BY THE TAIL, AND DASHED HIM AGAINST THE GROUND. IN THE SAME MANNER DID I AVENGE MYSELF ON A BEAR ALSO; AND LET THIS ADVERSARY OF OURS BE ESTEEMED LIKE ONE OF THESE WILD BEASTS, SINCE HE HAS A LONG WHILE REPROACHED OUR ARMY, AND BLASPHEMED OUR GOD, WHO YET WILL REDUCE HIM UNDER MY POWER." 
4. HOWEVER, SAUL PRAYED THAT THE END MIGHT BE, BY GOD'S ASSISTANCE, NOT DISAGREEABLE TO THE ALACRITY AND BOLDNESS OF THE CHILD; AND SAID, "GO THY WAY TO THE FIGHT." SO, HE PUT ABOUT HIM HIS BREASTPLATE, AND GIRDED ON HIS SWORD, AND FITTED THE HELMET TO HIS HEAD, AND SENT HIM AWAY. BUT DAVID WAS BURDENED WITH HIS ARMOR, FOR HE HAD NOT BEEN EXERCISED TO IT, NOR HAD HE LEARNED TO WALK WITH IT; SO, HE SAID, "LET THIS ARMOR BE THINE, O KING, WHO ART ABLE TO BEAR IT; BUT GIVE ME LEAVE TO FIGHT AS THY SERVANT, AND AS I MYSELF DESIRE." ACCORDINGLY, HE LAID BY THE ARMOR, AND TAKING HIS STAFF WITH HIM, AND PUTTING FIVE STONES OUT OF THE BROOK INTO A SHEPHERD'S BAG, AND HAVING A SLING IN HIS RIGHT HAND, HE WENT TOWARDS GOLIATH. BUT THE ADVERSARY SEEING HIM COME IN SUCH A MANNER, DISDAINED HIM, AND JESTED UPON HIM, AS IF HE HAD NOT SUCH WEAPONS WITH HIM AS ARE USUAL WHEN ONE MAN FIGHTS AGAINST ANOTHER, BUT SUCH AS ARE USED IN DRIVING AWAY AND AVOIDING OF DOGS; AND SAID, "DOST THOU TAKE ME NOT FOR A MAN, BUT A DOG?" TO WHICH HE REPLIED, "NO, NOT FOR A DOG, BUT FOR A CREATURE WORSE THAN A DOG." THIS PROVOKED GOLIATH TO ANGER, WHO THEREUPON CURSED HIM BY THE NAME OF GOD, AND THREATENED TO GIVE HIS FLESH TO THE BEASTS OF THE EARTH, AND TO THE FOWLS OF THE AIR, TO BE TORN IN PIECES BY THEM. TO WHOM DAVID ANSWERED, THOU COMEST TO ME WITH A SWORD, AND WITH A SPEAR, AND WITH A BREASTPLATE; BUT I HAVE GOD FOR MY ARMOR IN COMING AGAINST THEE, WHO WILL DESTROY THEE AND ALL THY ARMY BY MY HANDS FOR I WILL THIS DAY CUT OFF THY HEAD, AND CAST THE OTHER PARTS OF THY BODY TO THE DOGS, AND ALL MEN SHALL LEARN THAT GOD IS THE PROTECTOR OF THE HEBREWS, AND THAT OUR ARMOR AND OUR STRENGTH IS IN HIS PROVIDENCE; AND THAT WITHOUT GOD'S ASSISTANCE, ALL OTHER WARLIKE PREPARATIONS AND POWER ARE USELESS." SO, THE PHILISTINE BEING RETARDED BY THE WEIGHT OF HIS ARMOR, WHEN HE ATTEMPTED TO MEET DAVID IN HASTE, CAME ON BUT SLOWLY, AS DESPISING HIM, AND DEPENDING UPON IT THAT HE SHOULD SLAY HIM, WHO WAS BOTH UNARMED AND A CHILD ALSO, WITHOUT ANY TROUBLE AT ALL. 
5. BUT THE YOUTH MET HIS ANTAGONIST, BEING ACCOMPANIED WITH AN INVISIBLE ASSISTANT, WHO WAS NO OTHER THAN GOD HIMSELF. AND TAKING ONE OF THE STONES THAT HE HAD OUT OF THE BROOK, AND HAD PUT INTO HIS SHEPHERD'S BAG, AND FITTING IT TO HIS SLING, HE, SLANG IT AGAINST THE PHILISTINE. THIS STONE FELL UPON HIS FOREHEAD, AND SANK INTO HIS BRAIN, INSOMUCH THAT GOLIATH WAS STUNNED, AND FELL UPON HIS FACE. SO, DAVID RAN, AND STOOD UPON HIS ADVERSARY AS HE LAY DOWN, AND CUT OFF HIS HEAD WITH HIS OWN SWORD; FOR HE HAD NO SWORD HIMSELF. AND UPON THE FALL OF GOLIATH THE PHILISTINES WERE BEATEN, AND FLED; FOR WHEN THEY SAW THEIR CHAMPION PROSTRATE ON THE GROUND, THEY WERE AFRAID OF THE ENTIRE ISSUE OF THEIR AFFAIRS, AND RESOLVED NOT TO STAY ANY LONGER, BUT COMMITTED THEMSELVES TO AN IGNOMINIOUS AND INDECENT FLIGHT, AND THEREBY ENDEAVORED TO SAVE THEMSELVES FROM THE DANGERS THEY WERE IN. BUT SAUL AND THE ENTIRE ARMY OF THE HEBREWS MADE A SHOUT, AND RUSHED UPON THEM, AND SLEW A GREAT NUMBER OF THEM, AND PURSUED THE REST TO THE BORDERS OF GARB, AND TO THE GATES OF EKRON; SO THAT THERE WERE SLAIN OF THE PHILISTINES THIRTY THOUSAND, AND TWICE AS MANY WOUNDED. BUT SAUL RETURNED TO THEIR CAMP, AND PULLED THEIR FORTIFICATION TO PIECES, AND BURNT IT; BUT DAVID CARRIED THE HEAD OF GOLIATH INTO HIS OWN TENT, BUT DEDICATED HIS SWORD TO GOD [AT THE TABERNACLE].  
CHAPTER 10. SAUL ENVIES DAVID FOR HIS GLORIOUS SUCCESS, AND TAKES AN OCCASION OF ENTRAPPING HIM, FROM THE PROMISE HE MADE HIM OF GIVING HIM HIS DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE; BUT THIS UPON CONDITION OF HIS BRINGING HIM SIX HUNDRED HEADS OF THE PHILISTINES. 
1. NOW THE WOMEN WERE AN OCCASION OF SAUL'S ENVY AND HATRED TO DAVID; FOR THEY CAME TO MEET THEIR VICTORIOUS ARMY WITH CYMBALS, AND DRUMS, AND ALL DEMONSTRATIONS OF JOY, AND SANG THUS: THE WIVES SAID, THAT "SAUL HAD SLAIN HIS MANY THOUSANDS OF THE PHILISTINES." THE VIRGINS REPLIED, THAT "DAVID HAD SLAIN HIS TEN-THOUSANDS." NOW, WHEN THE KING HEARD THEM SINGING THUS, AND THAT HE HAD HIMSELF THE SMALLEST SHARE IN THEIR COMMENDATIONS, AND THE GREATER NUMBER, THE TEN-THOUSANDS, WERE ASCRIBED TO THE YOUNG MAN; AND WHEN HE CONSIDERED WITH HIMSELF THAT THERE WAS NOTHING MORE WANTING TO DAVID, AFTER SUCH A MIGHTY APPLAUSE, BUT THE KINGDOM; HE BEGAN TO BE AFRAID AND SUSPICIOUS OF DAVID. ACCORDINGLY HE REMOVED HIM FROM THE STATION HE WAS IN BEFORE, FOR HE WAS HIS ARMOR-BEARER, WHICH, OUT OF FEAR, SEEMED TO HIM MUCH TOO NEAR A STATION FOR HIM; AND SO HE MADE HIM CAPTAIN OVER A THOUSAND, AND BESTOWED ON HIM A POST BETTER INDEED IN ITSELF, BUT, AS HE THOUGHT, MORE FOR HIS OWN SECURITY; FOR HE HAD A MIND TO SEND HIM AGAINST THE ENEMY, AND INTO BATTLES, AS HOPING HE WOULD BE SLAIN IN SUCH DANGEROUS CONFLICTS. 
2. BUT DAVID HAD GOD GOING ALONG WITH HIM WHITHERSOEVER HE WENT, AND ACCORDINGLY HE GREATLY PROSPERED IN HIS UNDERTAKINGS, AND IT WAS VISIBLE THAT HE HAD MIGHTY SUCCESS, INSOMUCH THAT SAUL'S DAUGHTER, WHO WAS STILL A VIRGIN, FELL IN LOVE WITH HIM; AND HER AFFECTION SO FAR PREVAILED OVER HER, THAT IT COULD NOT BE CONCEALED, AND HER FATHER BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH IT. NOW SAUL HEARD THIS GLADLY, AS INTENDING TO MAKE USE OF IT FOR A SNARE AGAINST DAVID, AND HE HOPED THAT IT WOULD PROVE THE CAUSE OF DESTRUCTION AND OF HAZARD TO HIM; SO HE TOLD THOSE THAT INFORMED HIM OF HIS DAUGHTER'S AFFECTION, THAT HE WOULD WILLINGLY GIVE DAVID THE VIRGIN IN MARRIAGE, AND SAID, "I ENGAGE MYSELF TO MARRY MY DAUGHTER TO HIM IF HE WILL BRING ME SIX HUNDRED HEADS OF MY ENEMIES SUPPOSING THAT WHEN A REWARD SO AMPLE WAS PROPOSED TO HIM, AND WHEN HE SHOULD AIM TO GET HIM GREAT GLORY, BY UNDERTAKING A THING SO DANGEROUS AND INCREDIBLE, HE WOULD IMMEDIATELY SET ABOUT IT, AND SO PERISH BY THE PHILISTINES; AND MY DESIGNS ABOUT HIM WILL SUCCEED FINELY TO MY MIND, FOR I SHALL BE FREED FROM HIM, AND GET HIM SLAIN, NOT BY MYSELF, BUT BY ANOTHER MAN." SO, HE GAVE ORDER TO HIS SERVANTS TO TRY HOW DAVID WOULD RELISH THIS PROPOSAL OF MARRYING THE DAMSEL. ACCORDINGLY, THEY BEGAN TO SPEAK THUS TO HIM: THAT KING SAUL LOVED HIM, AS WELL AS DID ALL THE PEOPLE, AND THAT HE WAS DESIROUS OF HIS AFFINITY BY THE MARRIAGE OF THIS DAMSEL. TO WHICH HE GAVE THIS ANSWER: - "SEEMETH IT TO YOU A LIGHT THING TO BE MADE THE KING'S SON-IN-LAW? IT DOES NOT SEEM SO TO ME, ESPECIALLY WHEN I AM ONE OF A FAMILY THAT IS LOW, AND WITHOUT ANY GLORY OR HONOR." NOW WHEN SAUL WAS INFORMED BY HIS SERVANTS WHAT ANSWER DAVID HAD MADE, HE SAID, - "TELL HIM THAT I DO NOT WANT ANY MONEY NOR DOWRY FROM HIM, WHICH WOULD BE RATHER TO SET MY DAUGHTER TO SALE THAN TO GIVE HER IN MARRIAGE; BUT I DESIRE ONLY SUCH A SON-IN-LAW AS HATH IN HIM FORTITUDE, AND ALL OTHER KINDS OF VIRTUE," OF WHICH HE SAW DAVID WAS POSSESSED, AND THAT HIS DESIRE WAS TO RECEIVE OF HIM, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS MARRYING HIS DAUGHTER, NEITHER GOLD NOR SILVER, NOR THAT HE SHOULD BRING SUCH WEALTH OUT OF HIS FATHER'S HOUSE, BUT ONLY SOME REVENGE ON THE PHILISTINES, AND INDEED SIX HUNDRED OF THEIR HEADS, THAN WHICH A MORE DESIRABLE OR A MORE GLORIOUS PRESENT COULD NOT BE BROUGHT HIM, AND THAT HE HAD MUCH RATHER OBTAIN THIS, THAN ANY OF THE ACCUSTOMED DOWRIES FOR HIS DAUGHTER, VIZ. THAT SHE SHOULD BE MARRIED TO A MAN OF THAT CHARACTER, AND TO ONE WHO HAD A TESTIMONY AS HAVING CONQUERED HIS ENEMIES. 
3. WHEN THESE WORDS OF SAUL WERE BROUGHT TO DAVID, HE WAS PLEASED WITH THEM, AND SUPPOSED THAT SAUL WAS REALLY DESIROUS OF THIS AFFINITY WITH HIM; SO THAT WITHOUT BEARING TO DELIBERATE ANY LONGER, OR CASTING ABOUT IN HIS MIND WHETHER WHAT WAS PROPOSED WAS POSSIBLE, OR WAS DIFFICULT OR NOT, HE AND HIS COMPANIONS IMMEDIATELY SET UPON THE ENEMY, AND WENT ABOUT DOING WHAT WAS PROPOSED AS THE CONDITION OF THE MARRIAGE. ACCORDINGLY, BECAUSE IT WAS GOD WHO MADE ALL THINGS EASY AND POSSIBLE TO DAVID, HE SLEW MANY [OF THE PHILISTINES], AND CUT OFF THE HEADS OF SIX HUNDRED OF THEM, AND CAME TO THE KING, AND BY SHOWING HIM THESE HEADS OF THE PHILISTINES, REQUIRED THAT HE MIGHT HAVE HIS DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE. ACCORDINGLY, SAUL HAVING NO WAY OF GETTING OFF HIS ENGAGEMENTS, AS THINKING IT A BASE THING EITHER TO SEEM A LIAR WHEN HE PROMISED HIM THIS MARRIAGE, OR TO APPEAR TO HAVE ACTED TREACHEROUSLY BY HIM, IN PUTTING HIM UPON WHAT WAS IN A MANNER IMPOSSIBLE, IN ORDER TO HAVE HIM SLAIN, HE GAVE HIM HIS DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE: HER NAME WAS MICHAL.
CHAPTER 11. HOW DAVID, UPON SAUL'S LAYING SNARES FOR HIM, DID YET ESCAPE THE DANGERS HE WAS IN BY THE AFFECTION AND CARE OF JONATHAN AND THE CONTRIVANCES OF HIS WIFE MICHAL: AND HOW HE CAME TO SAMUEL THE PROPHET. 
1. HOWEVER, SAUL WAS NOT DISPOSED TO PERSEVERE LONG IN THE STATE WHEREIN HE WAS, FOR WHEN HE SAW THAT DAVID WAS IN GREAT ESTEEM, BOTH WITH GOD AND WITH THE MULTITUDE, HE WAS AFRAID; AND BEING NOT ABLE TO CONCEAL HIS FEAR AS CONCERNING GREAT THINGS, HIS KINGDOM AND HIS LIFE, TO BE DEPRIVED OF EITHER OF WHICH WAS A VERY GREAT CALAMITY, HE RESOLVED TO HAVE DAVID SLAIN, AND COMMANDED HIS SON JONATHAN AND HIS MOST FAITHFUL SERVANTS TO KILL HIM: BUT JONATHAN WONDERED AT HIS FATHER'S CHANGE WITH RELATION TO DAVID, THAT IT SHOULD BE MADE TO SO GREAT A DEGREE, FROM SHOWING HIM NO SMALL GOOD-WILL, TO CONTRIVE HOW TO HAVE HIM KILLED. NOW, BECAUSE HE LOVED THE YOUNG MAN, AND REVERENCED HIM FOR HIS VIRTUE, HE INFORMED HIM OF THE SECRET CHARGE HIS FATHER HAD GIVEN, AND WHAT HIS INTENTIONS WERE CONCERNING HIM. HOWEVER, HE ADVISED HIM TO TAKE CARE AND BE ABSENT THE NEXT DAY, FOR THAT HE WOULD SALUTE HIS FATHER, AND, IF HE MET WITH A FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY, HE WOULD DISCOURSE WITH HIM ABOUT HIM, AND LEARN THE CAUSE OF HIS DISGUST, AND SHOW HOW LITTLE GROUND THERE WAS FOR IT, AND THAT FOR IT HE OUGHT NOT TO KILL A MAN THAT HAD DONE SO MANY GOOD THINGS TO THE MULTITUDE, AND HAD BEEN A BENEFACTOR TO HIMSELF, ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH HE OUGHT IN REASON TO OBTAIN PARDON, HAD HE BEEN GUILTY OF THE GREATEST CRIMES; AND "I WILL THEN INFORM THEE OF MY FATHER'S RESOLUTION." ACCORDINGLY, DAVID COMPLIED WITH SUCH AN ADVANTAGEOUS ADVICE, AND KEPT HIMSELF THEN OUT OF THE KING'S SIGHT. 
2. ON THE NEXT DAY JONATHAN CAME TO SAUL, AS SOON AS HE SAW HIM IN A CHEERFUL AND JOYFUL DISPOSITION, AND BEGAN TO INTRODUCE A DISCOURSE ABOUT DAVID: "WHAT UNJUST ACTION, O FATHER, EITHER LITTLE OR GREAT, HAST THOU FOUND SO EXCEPTIONABLE IN DAVID, AS TO INDUCE THEE TO ORDER US TO SLAY A MAN WHO HATH BEEN OF GREAT ADVANTAGE TO THY OWN PRESERVATION, AND OF STILL GREATER TO THE PUNISHMENT OF THE PHILISTINES? A MAN WHO HATH DELIVERED THE PEOPLE OF THE HEBREWS FROM REPROACH AND DERISION, WHICH THEY UNDERWENT FOR FORTY DAYS TOGETHER, WHEN HE ALONE HAD COURAGE ENOUGH TO SUSTAIN THE CHALLENGE OF THE ADVERSARY, AND AFTER THAT BROUGHT AS MANY HEADS OF OUR ENEMIES AS HE WAS APPOINTED TO BRING, AND HAD, AS A REWARD FOR THE SAME, MY SISTER IN MARRIAGE; INSOMUCH THAT HIS DEATH WOULD BE VERY SORROWFUL TO US, NOT ONLY ON ACCOUNT OF HIS VIRTUE, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF THE NEARNESS OF OUR RELATION; FOR THY DAUGHTER MUST BE INJURED AT THE SAME TIME THAT HE IS SLAIN, AND MUST BE OBLIGED TO EXPERIENCE WIDOWHOOD, BEFORE SHE CAN COME TO ENJOY ANY ADVANTAGE FROM THEIR MUTUAL CONVERSATION. CONSIDER THESE THINGS, AND CHANGE YOUR MIND TO A MORE MERCIFUL TEMPER, AND DO NO MISCHIEF TO A MAN, WHO, IN THE FIRST PLACE, HATH DONE US THE GREATEST KINDNESS OF PRESERVING THEE; FOR WHEN AN EVIL SPIRIT AND DEMONS HAD SEIZED UPON THEE, HE CAST THEM OUT, AND PROCURED REST TO THY SOUL FROM THEIR INCURSIONS: AND, IN THE SECOND PLACE, HATH AVENGED US OF OUR ENEMIES; FOR IT IS A BASE THING TO FORGET SUCH BENEFITS." SO, SAUL WAS PACIFIED WITH THESE WORDS, AND SWORE TO HIS SON THAT HE WOULD DO DAVID NO HARM, FOR A RIGHTEOUS DISCOURSE PROVED TOO HARD FOR THE KING'S ANGER AND FEAR. SO, JONATHAN SENT FOR DAVID, AND BROUGHT HIM GOOD NEWS FROM HIS FATHER, THAT HE WAS TO BE PRESERVED. HE ALSO BROUGHT HIM TO HIS FATHER; AND DAVID CONTINUED WITH THE KING AS FORMERLY. 
3. ABOUT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT, UPON THE PHILISTINES MAKING A NEW EXPEDITION AGAINST THE HEBREWS, SAUL SENT DAVID WITH AN ARMY TO FIGHT WITH THEM; AND JOINING BATTLE WITH THEM HE SLEW MANY OF THEM, AND AFTER HIS VICTORY HE RETURNED TO THE KING. BUT HIS RECEPTION BY SAUL WAS NOT AS HE EXPECTED UPON SUCH SUCCESS, FOR HE WAS GRIEVED AT HIS PROSPERITY, BECAUSE HE THOUGHT HE WOULD BE MORE DANGEROUS TO HIM BY HAVING ACTED SO GLORIOUSLY: BUT WHEN THE DEMONIACAL SPIRIT CAME UPON HIM, AND PUT HIM INTO DISORDER, AND DISTURBED HIM, HE CALLED FOR DAVID INTO HIS BED-CHAMBER WHEREIN HE LAY, AND HAVING A SPEAR IN HIS HAND, HE ORDERED HIM TO CHARM HIM WITH PLAYING ON HIS HARP, AND WITH SINGING HYMNS; WHICH WHEN DAVID DID AT HIS COMMAND, HE WITH GREAT FORCE THREW THE SPEAR AT HIM; BUT DAVID WAS AWARE OF IT BEFORE IT CAME, AND AVOIDED IT, AND FLED TO HIS OWN HOUSE, AND ABODE THERE ALL THAT DAY. 
4. BUT AT NIGHT THE KING SENT OFFICERS, AND COMMANDED THAT HE SHOULD BE WATCHED TILL THE MORNING, LEST HE SHOULD GET QUITE AWAY, THAT HE MIGHT COME INTO THE JUDGMENT-HALL, AND SO MIGHT BE DELIVERED UP, AND CONDEMNED AND SLAIN. BUT WHEN MICHAL, DAVID'S WIFE, THE KING'S DAUGHTER, UNDERSTOOD WHAT HER FATHER DESIGNED, SHE CAME TO HER HUSBAND, AS HAVING SMALL HOPES OF HIS DELIVERANCE, AND AS GREATLY CONCERNED ABOUT HER OWN LIFE ALSO, FOR SHE COULD NOT BEAR TO LIVE IN CASE SHE WERE DEPRIVED OF HIM; AND SHE SAID, "LET NOT THE SUN FIND THEE HERE WHEN IT RISES, FOR IF IT DO, THAT WILL BE THE LAST TIME IT WILL SEE THEE: FLY AWAY THEN WHILE THE NIGHT MAY AFFORD THEE OPPORTUNITY, AND MAY GOD LENGTHEN IT FOR THY SAKE; FOR KNOW THIS, THAT IF MY FATHER FIND THEE, THOU ART A DEAD MAN." SO SHE LET HIM DOWN BY A CORD OUT OF THE WINDOW, AND SAVED HIM: AND AFTER SHE HAD DONE SO, SHE FITTED UP A BED FOR HIM AS IF HE WERE SICK, AND PUT UNDER THE BED-CLOTHES A GOAT'S LIVER AND WHEN HER FATHER, AS SOON AS IT WAS DAY, SENT TO SEIZE DAVID, SHE SAID TO THOSE THAT WERE THERE, THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN WELL THAT NIGHT, AND SHOWED THEM THE BED COVERED, AND MADE THEM BELIEVE, BY THE LEAPING OF THE LIVER, WHICH CAUSED THE BED-CLOTHES TO MOVE ALSO, THAT DAVID BREATHED LIKE ONE THAT WAS ASTHMATIC. SO, WHEN THOSE THAT WERE SENT TOLD SAUL THAT DAVID HAD NOT BEEN WELL IN THE NIGHT, HE ORDERED HIM TO BE BROUGHT IN THAT CONDITION, FOR HE INTENDED TO KILL HIM. NOW WHEN THEY CAME AND UNCOVERED THE BED, AND FOUND OUT THE WOMAN'S CONTRIVANCE, THEY TOLD IT TO THE KING; AND WHEN HER FATHER COMPLAINED OF HER THAT SHE HAD SAVED HIS ENEMY, AND HAD PUT A TRICK UPON HIMSELF, SHE INVENTED THIS PLAUSIBLE DEFENSE FOR HERSELF, AND SAID, THAT WHEN HE HAD THREATENED TO KILL HER, SHE LENT HIM HER ASSISTANCE FOR HIS PRESERVATION, OUT OF FEAR; FOR WHICH HER ASSISTANCE SHE OUGHT TO BE FORGIVEN, BECAUSE IT WAS NOT DONE OF HER OWN FREE CHOICE, BUT OUT OF NECESSITY: "FOR," SAID SHE, "I DO NOT SUPPOSE THAT THOU WAST SO ZEALOUS TO KILL THY ENEMY, AS THOU WAST THAT I SHOULD BE SAVED." ACCORDINGLY SAUL FORGAVE THE DAMSEL; BUT DAVID, WHEN HE HAD ESCAPED THIS DANGER, CAME TO THE PROPHET SAMUEL TO RAMAH, AND TOLD HIM WHAT SNARES THE KING HAD LAID FOR HIM, AND HOW HE WAS VERY NEAR TO DEATH BY SAUL'S THROWING A SPEAR AT HIM, ALTHOUGH HE HAD BEEN NO WAY GUILTY WITH RELATION TO HIM, NOR HAD HE BEEN COWARDLY IN HIS BATTLES WITH HIS ENEMIES, BUT HAD SUCCEEDED WELL IN THEM ALL, BY GOD'S ASSISTANCE; WHICH THING WAS INDEED THE CAUSE OF SAUL'S HATRED TO DAVID. 
5. WHEN THE PROPHET WAS MADE ACQUAINTED WITH THE UNJUST PROCEEDINGS OF THE KING, HE LEFT THE CITY RAMAH, AND TOOK DAVID WITH HIM, TO A CERTAIN PLACE CALLED NAIOTH, AND THERE HE, ABODE WITH HIM. BUT WHEN IT WAS TOLD SAUL THAT DAVID WAS WITH THE PROPHET, HE SENT SOLDIERS TO HIM, AND ORDERED THEM TO TAKE HIM, AND BRING HIM TO HIM: AND WHEN THEY CAME TO SAMUEL, AND FOUND THERE A CONGREGATION OF PROPHETS, THEY BECAME PARTAKERS OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT, AND BEGAN TO PROPHESY; WHICH WHEN SAUL HEARD OF, HE SENT OTHERS TO DAVID, WHO PROPHESYING IN LIKE MANNER AS DID THE FIRST, HE AGAIN SENT OTHERS; WHICH THIRD SORT PROPHESYING ALSO, AT LAST HE WAS ANGRY, AND WENT THITHER IN GREAT HASTE HIMSELF; AND WHEN HE WAS JUST BY THE PLACE, SAMUEL, BEFORE HE SAW HIM, MADE HIM PROPHESY ALSO. AND WHEN SAUL CAME TO HIM, HE WAS DISORDERED IN MIND AND UNDER THE VEHEMENT AGITATION OF A SPIRIT; AND, PUTTING OFF HIS GARMENTS, HE FELL DOWN, AND LAY ON THE GROUND ALL THAT DAY AND NIGHT, IN THE PRESENCE OF SAMUEL AND DAVID. 
6. AND DAVID WENT THENCE, AND CAME TO JONATHAN, THE SON OF SAUL, AND LAMENTED TO HIM WHAT SNARES WERE LAID FOR HIM BY HIS FATHER; AND SAID, THAT THOUGH HE HAD BEEN GUILTY OF NO EVIL, NOR HAD OFFENDED AGAINST HIM, YET HE WAS VERY ZEALOUS TO GET HIM KILLED. HEREUPON JONATHAN EXHORTED HIM NOT TO GIVE CREDIT TO SUCH HIS OWN SUSPICIONS, NOR TO THE CALUMNIES OF THOSE THAT RAISED THOSE REPORTS, IF THERE WERE ANY THAT DID SO, BUT TO DEPEND ON HIM, AND TAKE COURAGE; FOR THAT HIS FATHER HAD NO SUCH INTENTION, SINCE HE WOULD HAVE ACQUAINTED HIM WITH THAT MATTER, AND HAVE TAKEN HIS ADVICE, HAD IT BEEN SO, AS HE USED TO CONSULT WITH HIM IN COMMON WHEN HE ACTED IN OTHER AFFAIRS. BUT DAVID SWORE TO HIM THAT SO IT WAS; AND HE DESIRED HIM RATHER TO BELIEVE HIM, AND TO PROVIDE FOR HIS SAFETY, THAN TO DESPISE WHAT HE, WITH GREAT SINCERITY, TOLD HIM: THAT HE WOULD BELIEVE WHAT HE SAID, WHEN HE SHOULD EITHER SEE HIM KILLED HIMSELF, OR LEARN IT UPON INQUIRY FROM OTHERS: AND THAT THE REASON WHY HIS FATHER DID NOT TELL HIM OF THESE THINGS, WAS THIS, THAT HE KNEW OF THE FRIENDSHIP AND AFFECTION THAT HE BORE TOWARDS HIM. 
7. HEREUPON, WHEN JONATHAN FOUND THAT THIS INTENTION OF SAUL WAS SO WELL ATTESTED, HE ASKED HIM WHAT HE WOULD HAVE HIM DO FOR HIM. TO WHICH DAVID REPLIED, "I AM SENSIBLE THAT THOU ART WILLING TO GRATIFY ME IN EVERY THING, AND PROCURE ME WHAT I DESIRE. NOW TOMORROW IS THE NEW MOON, AND I WAS ACCUSTOMED TO SIT DOWN THEN WITH THE KING AT SUPPER: NOW, IF IT SEEM GOOD TO THEE, I WILL GO OUT OF THE CITY, AND CONCEAL MYSELF PRIVATELY THERE; AND IF SAUL INQUIRE WHY I AM ABSENT, TELL HIM THAT I AM GONE TO MY OWN CITY BETHLEHEM, TO KEEP A FESTIVAL WITH MY OWN TRIBE; AND ADD THIS ALSO, THAT THOU GAVEST ME LEAVE SO TO DO. AND IF HE SAY, AS IS USUALLY SAID IN THE CASE OF FRIENDS THAT ARE GONE ABROAD, IT IS WELL THAT HE WENT, THEN ASSURE THYSELF THAT NO LATENT MISCHIEF OR ENMITY MAY BE FEARED AT HIS HAND; BUT IF HE ANSWER OTHERWISE, THAT WILL BE A SURE SIGN THAT HE HATH SOME DESIGNS AGAINST ME, ACCORDINGLY THOU SHALT INFORM ME OF THY FATHER'S INCLINATIONS; AND THAT OUT OF PITY TO MY CASE AND OUT OF THY FRIENDSHIP FOR ME, AS INSTANCES OF WHICH FRIENDSHIP THOU HAST VOUCHSAFED TO ACCEPT OF THE ASSURANCES OF MY LOVE TO THEE, AND TO GIVE THE LIKE ASSURANCES TO ME, THAT IS, THOSE OF A MASTER TO HIS SERVANT; BUT IF THOU DISCOVEREST ANY WICKEDNESS IN ME, DO THOU PREVENT THY FATHER, AND KILL ME THYSELF." 
8. BUT JONATHAN HEARD THESE LAST WORDS WITH INDIGNATION, AND PROMISED TO DO WHAT HE DESIRED OF HIM, AND TO INFORM HIM IF HIS FATHER'S ANSWERS IMPLIED ANY THING OF A MELANCHOLY NATURE, AND ANY ENMITY AGAINST HIM. AND THAT HE MIGHT THE MORE FIRMLY DEPEND UPON HIM, HE TOOK HIM OUT INTO THE OPEN FIELD, INTO THE PURE AIR, AND SWORE THAT HE WOULD NEGLECT NOTHING THAT MIGHT TEND TO THE PRESERVATION OF DAVID; AND HE SAID, "I APPEAL TO THAT GOD, WHO, AS THOU SEEST, IS DIFFUSED EVERY WHERE, AND KNOWETH THIS INTENTION OF MINE, BEFORE I EXPLAIN IT IN WORDS, AS THE WITNESS OF THIS MY COVENANT WITH THEE, THAT I WILL NOT LEAVE OFF TO MAKE FREQUENT TRIMS OF THE PURPOSE OF MY FATHER TILL I LEARN WHETHER THERE BE ANY LURKING DISTEMPER IN THE MOST SECRET PARTS OF HIS SOUL; AND WHEN I HAVE LEARNT IT, I WILL NOT CONCEAL IT FROM THEE, BUT WILL DISCOVER IT TO THEE, WHETHER HE BE GENTLY OR PEEVISHLY DISPOSED; FOR THIS GOD HIMSELF KNOWS, THAT I PRAY HE MAY ALWAYS BE WITH THEE, FOR HE IS WITH THEE NOW, AND WILL NOT FORSAKE THEE, AND WILL MAKE THEE SUPERIOR TO THINE ENEMIES, WHETHER MY FATHER BE ONE OF THEM, OR WHETHER I MYSELF BE SUCH. DO THOU ONLY REMEMBER WHAT WE NOW DO; AND IF IT, FALL OUT THAT I DIE, PRESERVE MY CHILDREN ALIVE, AND REQUITE WHAT KINDNESS THOU HAST NOW RECEIVED TO THEM." WHEN HE HAD THUS SWORN, HE DISMISSED DAVID, BIDDING HIM GO TO A CERTAIN PLACE OF THAT PLAIN WHEREIN HE USED TO PERFORM HIS EXERCISES; FOR THAT, AS SOON AS HE KNEW THE MIND OF HIS FATHER, HE WOULD COME THITHER TO HIM, WITH ONE SERVANT ONLY; "AND IF," SAYS HE, "I SHOOT THREE DARTS AT THE MARK, AND THEN BID MY SERVANT TO CARRY THESE THREE DARTS AWAY, FOR THEY ARE BEFORE HIM, KNOW THOU THAT THERE IS NO MISCHIEF TO BE FEARED FROM MY FATHER; BUT IF THOU HEAREST ME SAY THE CONTRARY, EXPECT THE CONTRARY FROM THE KING. HOWEVER, THOU SHALT GAIN SECURITY BY MY MEANS, AND SHALT BY NO MEANS SUFFER ANY HARM; BUT SEE THOU DOST NOT FORGET WHAT I HAVE DESIRED OF THEE IN THE TIME OF THY PROSPERITY, AND BE SERVICEABLE TO MY CHILDREN." NOW DAVID, WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED THESE ASSURANCES FROM JONATHAN, WENT HIS WAY TO THE PLACE APPOINTED. 
9. BUT ON THE NEXT DAY, WHICH WAS THE NEW MOON, THE KING, WHEN HE HAD PURIFIED HIMSELF, AS THE CUSTOM WAS, CAME TO SUPPER; AND WHEN THERE SAT BY HIM HIS SON JONATHAN ON HIS RIGHT HAND, AND ABNER, THE CAPTAIN OF HIS HOST, ON THE OTHER HAND, HE SAW DAVID'S SEAT WAS EMPTY, BUT SAID NOTHING, SUPPOSING THAT HE HAD NOT PURIFIED HIMSELF SINCE HE HAD ACCOMPANIED WITH HIS WIFE, AND SO COULD NOT BE PRESENT; BUT WHEN HE SAW THAT HE WAS NOT THERE THE SECOND DAY OF THE MONTH NEITHER, HE INQUIRED OF HIS SON JONATHAN WHY THE SON OF JESSE DID NOT COME TO THE SUPPER AND THE FEAST, NEITHER THE DAY BEFORE NOR THAT DAY. SO, JONATHAN SAID, THAT HE WAS GONE, ACCORDING TO THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THEM, TO HIS OWN CITY, WHERE HIS TRIBE KEPT A FESTIVAL, AND THAT BY HIS PERMISSION: THAT HE ALSO INVITED HIM TO COME TO THEIR SACRIFICE; "AND," SAYS JONATHAN, "IF THOU WILT GIVE ME LEAVE, I WILL GO THITHER, FOR THOU KNOWEST THE GOOD-WILL THAT I BEAR HIM." AND THEN IT WAS THAT JONATHAN UNDERSTOOD HIS FATHER'S HATRED TO DAVID, AND PLAINLY SAW HIS ENTIRE DISPOSITION; FOR SAUL COULD NOT RESTRAIN HIS ANGER, BUT REPROACHED JONATHAN, AND CALLED HIM THE SON OF A RUNAGATE, AND AN ENEMY; AND SAID HE WAS A PARTNER WITH DAVID, AND HIS ASSISTANT, AND THAT BY HIS BEHAVIOR HE SHOWED HE HAD NO REGARD TO HIMSELF, OR TO HIS MOTHER, AND WOULD NOT BE PERSUADED OF THIS, - THAT WHILE DAVID IS ALIVE, THEIR KINGDOM WAS NOT SECURE TO THEM; YET DID HE BID HIM SEND FOR HIM, THAT HE MIGHT BE PUNISHED. AND WHEN JONATHAN SAID, IN ANSWER, "WHAT HATH HE DONE THAT THOU WILT PUNISH HIM?" SAUL NO LONGER CONTENTED HIMSELF TO EXPRESS HIS ANGER IN BARE WORDS, BUT SNATCHED UP HIS SPEAR, AND LEAPED UPON HIM, AND WAS DESIROUS TO KILL HIM. HE DID NOT INDEED DO WHAT HE INTENDED, BECAUSE HE WAS HINDERED BY HIS FRIENDS; BUT IT APPEARED PLAINLY TO HIS SON THAT HE HATED DAVID, AND GREATLY DESIRED TO DISPATCH HIM, INSOMUCH THAT HE HAD ALMOST SLAIN HIS SON WITH HIS OWN HANDS ON HIS ACCOUNT. 
10. AND THEN IT WAS THAT THE KING'S SON ROSE HASTILY FROM SUPPER; AND BEING UNABLE TO ADMIT ANY THING INTO HIS MOUTH FOR GRIEF, HE WEPT ALL NIGHT, BOTH BECAUSE HE HAD HIMSELF BEEN NEAR DESTRUCTION, AND BECAUSE THE DEATH OF DAVID WAS DETERMINED: BUT AS SOON AS IT WAS DAY, HE WENT OUT INTO THE PLAIN THAT WAS BEFORE THE CITY, AS GOING TO PERFORM HIS EXERCISES, BUT IN REALITY TO INFORM HIS FRIEND WHAT DISPOSITION HIS FATHER WAS IN TOWARDS HIM, AS HE HAD AGREED WITH HIM TO DO; AND WHEN JONATHAN HAD DONE WHAT HAD BEEN THUS AGREED, HE DISMISSED HIS SERVANT THAT FOLLOWED HIM, TO RETURN TO THE CITY; BUT HE HIMSELF WENT INTO THE DESERT, AND CAME INTO HIS PRESENCE, AND COMMUNED WITH HIM. SO, DAVID APPEARED AND FELL AT JONATHAN'S FEET, AND BOWED DOWN TO HIM, AND CALLED HIM THE PRESERVER OF HIS SOUL; BUT HE LIFTED HIM UP FROM THE EARTH, AND THEY MUTUALLY EMBRACED ONE ANOTHER, AND MADE A LONG GREETING, AND THAT NOT WITHOUT TEARS. THEY ALSO LAMENTED THEIR AGE, AND THAT FAMILIARITY WHICH ENVY WOULD DEPRIVE THEM OF, AND THAT SEPARATION WHICH MUST NOW BE EXPECTED, WHICH SEEMED TO THEM NO BETTER THAN DEATH ITSELF. SO, RECOLLECTING THEMSELVES AT LENGTH FROM THEIR LAMENTATION, AND EXHORTING ONE ANOTHER TO BE MINDFUL OF THE OATHS THEY HAD SWORN TO EACH OTHER, THEY PARTED ASUNDER. 
CHAPTER 12. HOW DAVID FLED TO AHIMELECH AND AFTERWARDS TO THE KINGS OF THE PHILISTINES AND OF THE MOABITES, AND HOW SAUL SLEW AHIMELECH AND HIS FAMILY, 
1. BUT DAVID FLED FROM THE KING, AND THAT DEATH HE WAS IN DANGER OF BY HIM, AND CAME TO THE CITY NOB, TO AHIMELECH THE PRIEST, WHO, WHEN HE SAW HIM COMING ALL ALONE, AND NEITHER A FRIEND NOR A SERVANT WITH HIM, HE WONDERED AT IT, AND DESIRED TO LEARN OF HIM THE CAUSE WHY THERE WAS NOBODY WITH HIM. TO WHICH DAVID ANSWERED, THAT THE KING HAD COMMANDED HIM TO DO A CERTAIN THING THAT WAS TO BE KEPT SECRET, TO WHICH, IF HE HAD A MIND TO KNOW SO MUCH, HE HAD NO OCCASION FOR ANY ONE TO ACCOMPANY HIM; "HOWEVER, I HAVE ORDERED MY SERVANTS TO MEET ME AT SUCH AND SUCH A PLACE." SO, HE DESIRED HIM TO LET HIM HAVE SOMEWHAT TO EAT; AND THAT IN CASE HE WOULD SUPPLY HIM, BE WOULD ACT THE PART OF A FRIEND, AND BE ASSISTING TO THE BUSINESS HE WAS NOW ABOUT: AND WHEN HE HAD OBTAINED WHAT HE DESIRED, HE ALSO ASKED HIM WHETHER HE HAD ANY WEAPONS WITH HIM, EITHER SWORD OR SPEAR. NOW THERE WAS AT NOB A SERVANT OF SAUL, BY BIRTH A SYRIAN, WHOSE NAME WAS DOEG, ONE THAT KEPT THE KING'S MULES. THE HIGH PRIEST SAID THAT HE HAD NO SUCH WEAPONS; BUT, HE ADDED, "HERE IS THE SWORD OF GOLIATH, WHICH, WHEN THOU HADST SLAIN THE PHILISTINE, THOU DIDST DEDICATE TO GOD." 
2. WHEN DAVID HAD RECEIVED THE SWORD, HE FLED OUT OF THE COUNTRY OF THE HEBREWS INTO THAT OF THE PHILISTINES, OVER WHICH ACHISH REIGNED; AND WHEN THE KING'S SERVANTS KNEW HIM, AND HE WAS MADE KNOWN TO THE KING HIMSELF, THE SERVANTS INFORMING HIM THAT HE WAS THAT DAVID WHO HAD KILLED MANY TEN THOUSANDS OF THE PHILISTINES, DAVID WAS AFRAID LEST THE KING SHOULD PUT HIM TO DEATH, AND THAT HE SHOULD EXPERIENCE THAT DANGER FROM HIM WHICH HE HAD ESCAPED FROM SAUL; SO HE PRETENDED TO BE DISTRACTED AND MAD, SO THAT HIS SPITTLE RAN OUT OF HIS MOUTH; AND HE DID OTHER THE LIKE ACTIONS BEFORE THE KING OF GATH, WHICH MIGHT MAKE HIM BELIEVE THAT THEY PROCEEDED FROM SUCH A DISTEMPER. ACCORDINGLY, THE KING WAS VERY ANGRY AT HIS SERVANTS THAT THEY HAD BROUGHT HIM A MADMAN, AND HE GAVE ORDERS THAT THEY SHOULD EJECT DAVID IMMEDIATELY [OUT OF THE CITY]. 
3. SO WHEN DAVID HAD ESCAPED IN THIS MANNER OUT OF GATH, HE CAME TO THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, AND ABODE IN A CAVE BY THE CITY OF ADULLAM. THEN IT WAS THAT HE SENT TO HIS BRETHREN, AND INFORMED THEM WHERE HE WAS, WHO THEN CAME TO HIM WITH ALL THEIR KINDRED, AND AS MANY OTHERS AS WERE EITHER IN WANT OR IN FEAR OF KING SAUL, CAME AND MADE A BODY TOGETHER, AND TOLD HIM THEY WERE READY TO OBEY HIS ORDERS; THEY WERE IN ALL ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED. WHEREUPON HE TOOK COURAGE, NOW SUCH A FORCE AND ASSISTANCE, WAS COME TO HIM; SO, HE REMOVED THENCE AND CAME TO THE KING OF THE MOABITES, AND DESIRED HIM TO ENTERTAIN HIS PARENTS IN HIS COUNTRY, WHILE THE ISSUE OF HIS AFFAIRS, WERE IN SUCH AN UNCERTAIN CONDITION. THE KING GRANTED HIM THIS FAVOR, AND PAID GREAT RESPECT TO DAVID'S PARENTS ALL THE TIME THEY WERE WITH HIM. 
4. AS FOR HIMSELF, UPON THE PROPHET'S COMMANDING HIM TO LEAVE THE DESERT, AND TO GO INTO THE PORTION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, AND ABIDE THERE, HE COMPLIED THEREWITH; AND COMING TO THE CITY HARETH, WHICH WAS IN THAT TRIBE, HE REMAINED THERE. NOW WHEN SAUL HEARD THAT DAVID HAD BEEN SEEN WITH A MULTITUDE ABOUT HIM, HE FELL INTO NO SMALL DISTURBANCE AND TROUBLE; BUT AS HE KNEW THAT DAVID WAS A BOLD AND COURAGEOUS MAN, HE SUSPECTED THAT SOMEWHAT EXTRAORDINARY WOULD APPEAR FROM HIM, AND THAT OPENLY ALSO, WHICH WOULD MAKE HIM WEEP AND PUT HIM INTO DISTRESS; SO HE CALLED TOGETHER TO HIM HIS FRIENDS, AND HIS COMMANDERS, AND THE TRIBE FROM WHICH HE WAS HIMSELF DERIVED, TO THE HILL WHERE HIS PALACE WAS; AND SITTING UPON A PLACE CALLED AROURA, HIS COURTIERS THAT WERE IN DIGNITIES, AND THE GUARDS OF HIS BODY, BEING WITH HIM, HE SPOKE THUS TO THEM: - "YOU THAT ARE MEN OF MY OWN TRIBE, I CONCLUDE THAT YOU REMEMBER THE BENEFITS THAT I HAVE BESTOWED UPON YOU, AND THAT I HAVE MADE SOME OF YOU OWNERS OF LAND, AND MADE YOU COMMANDERS, AND BESTOWED POSTS OF HONOR UPON YOU, AND SET SOME OF YOU OVER THE COMMON PEOPLE, AND OTHERS OVER THE SOLDIERS; I ASK YOU, THEREFORE, WHETHER YOU EXPECT GREATER AND MORE DONATIONS FROM THE SON OF JESSE? FOR I KNOW THAT YOU ARE ALL INCLINABLE TO HIM; (EVEN MY OWN SON JONATHAN HIMSELF IS OF THAT OPINION, AND PERSUADES YOU TO BE OF THE SAME); FOR I AM NOT UNACQUAINTED WITH THE OATHS AND THE COVENANTS THAT ARE BETWEEN HIM AND DAVID, AND THAT JONATHAN IS A COUNSELOR AND AN ASSISTANT TO THOSE THAT CONSPIRE AGAINST ME, AND NONE OF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THESE THINGS, BUT YOU KEEP SILENCE AND WATCH, TO SEE WHAT WILL BE THE UPSHOT OF THESE THINGS." WHEN THE KING HAD MADE THIS SPEECH, NOT ONE OF THE REST OF THOSE THAT WERE PRESENT MADE ANY ANSWER; BUT DOEG THE SYRIAN, WHO FED HIS MULES, SAID, THAT HE SAW DAVID WHEN HE CAME TO THE CITY NOB TO AHIMELECH THE HIGH PRIEST, AND THAT HE LEARNED FUTURE EVENTS BY HIS PROPHESYING; THAT HE RECEIVED FOOD FROM HIM, AND THE SWORD OF GOLIATH, AND WAS CONDUCTED BY HIM WITH SECURITY TO SUCH AS HE DESIRED TO GO TO. 
5. SAUL THEREFORE SENT FOR THE HIGH PRIEST, AND FOR ALL HIS KINDRED; AND SAID TO THEM, "WHAT TERRIBLE OR UNGRATEFUL TIRING HAST THOU SUFFERED FROM ME, THAT THOU HAST RECEIVED THE SON OF JESSE, AND HAST BESTOWED ON HIM BOTH FOOD AND WEAPONS, WHEN HE WAS CONTRIVING TO GET THE KINGDOM? AND FURTHER, WHY DIDST THOU DELIVER ORACLES TO HIM CONCERNING FUTURITIES? FOR THOU COULDST NOT BE UNACQUAINTED THAT HE WAS FLED AWAY FROM ME, AND THAT HE HATED MY FAMILY." BUT THE HIGH PRIEST DID NOT BETAKE HIMSELF TO DENY WHAT HE HAD DONE, BUT CONFESSED BOLDLY THAT HE HAD SUPPLIED HIM WITH THESE THINGS, NOT TO GRATIFY DAVID, BUT SAUL HIMSELF: AND HE SAID, "I DID NOT KNOW THAT HE WAS THY ADVERSARY, BUT A SERVANT OF THINE, WHO WAS VERY FAITHFUL TO THEE, AND A CAPTAIN OVER A THOUSAND OF THY SOLDIERS, AND, WHAT IS MORE THAN THESE, THY SON-IN-LAW, AND KINSMAN. MEN DO NOT CHOOSE TO CONFER SUCH FAVORS ON THEIR ADVERSARIES, BUT ON THOSE WHO ARE ESTEEMED TO BEAR THE HIGHEST GOOD-WILL AND RESPECT TO THEM. NOR IS THIS THE FIRST TIME THAT I PROPHESIED FOR HIM, BUT I HAVE DONE IT OFTEN, AND AT OTHER TIMES AS WELL AS NOW. AND WHEN HE TOLD ME THAT HE WAS SENT BY THEE IN GREAT HASTE TO DO SOMEWHAT, IF I HAD FURNISHED HIM WITH NOTHING THAT HE DESIRED I SHOULD HAVE THOUGHT THAT IT WAS RATHER IN CONTRADICTION TO THEE THAN TO HIM; WHEREFORE DO NOT THOU ENTERTAIN ANY ILL OPINION OF ME, NOR DO THOU HAVE A SUSPICION OF WHAT I THEN THOUGHT AN ACT OF HUMANITY, FROM WHAT IS NOW TOLD THEE OF DAVID'S ATTEMPTS AGAINST THEE, FOR I DID THEN TO HIM AS TO THY FRIEND AND SON IN-LAW, AND CAPTAIN OF A THOUSAND, AND NOT AS TO THINE ADVERSARY." 
6. WHEN THE HIGH PRIEST HAD SPOKEN THUS, HE DID NOT PERSUADE SAUL, HIS FEAR WAS SO PREVALENT, THAT HE COULD NOT GIVE CREDIT TO AN APOLOGY THAT WAS VERY JUST. SO, HE COMMANDED HIS ARMED MEN THAT STOOD ABOUT HIM TO KILL HIM, AND ALL HIS KINDRED; BUT AS THEY DURST NOT TOUCH THE HIGH PRIEST, BUT WERE MORE AFRAID OF DISOBEYING GOD THAN THE KING, HE ORDERED DOEG THE SYRIAN TO KILL THEM. ACCORDINGLY, HE TOOK TO HIS ASSISTANCE SUCH WICKED MEN AS WERE LIKE HIMSELF, AND SLEW AHIMELECH AND ALL HIS FAMILY, WHO WERE IN ALL THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE. SAUL ALSO SENT TO NOB, THE CITY OF THE PRIESTS, AND SLEW ALL THAT WERE THERE, WITHOUT SPARING EITHER WOMEN OR CHILDREN, OR ANY OTHER AGE, AND BURNT IT; ONLY THERE WAS ONE SON OF AHIMELECH, WHOSE NAME WAS ABIATHAR, WHO ESCAPED. HOWEVER, THESE THINGS CAME TO PASS AS GOD HAD FORETOLD TO ELI THE HIGH PRIEST, WHEN HE SAID THAT HIS POSTERITY SHOULD BE DESTROYED, ON ACCOUNT OF THE TRANSGRESSION OF HIS TWO SONS. 
7. NOW THIS KING SAUL, BY PERPETRATING SO BARBAROUS A CRIME, AND MURDERING THE WHOLE FAMILY OF THE HIGH-PRIESTLY DIGNITY, BY HAVING NO PITY OF THE INFANTS, NOR REVERENCE FOR THE AGED, AND BY OVERTHROWING THE CITY WHICH GOD HAD CHOSEN FOR THE PROPERTY, AND FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE PRIESTS AND PROPHETS WHICH WERE THERE, AND HAD ORDAINED AS THE ONLY CITY ALLOTTED FOR THE EDUCATION OF SUCH MEN, GIVES ALL TO UNDERSTAND AND CONSIDER THE DISPOSITION OF MEN, THAT WHILE THEY ARE PRIVATE PERSONS, AND IN A LOW CONDITION, BECAUSE IT IS NOT IN THEIR POWER TO INDULGE NATURE, NOR TO VENTURE UPON WHAT THEY WISH FOR, THEY ARE EQUITABLE AND MODERATE, AND PURSUE NOTHING BUT WHAT IS JUST, AND BEND THEIR WHOLE MINDS AND LABORS THAT WAY; THEN IT IS THAT THEY HAVE THIS BELIEF ABOUT GOD, THAT HE IS PRESENT TO ALL THE ACTIONS OF THEIR LIVES, AND THAT HE DOES NOT ONLY SEE THE ACTIONS THAT ARE DONE, BUT CLEARLY KNOWS THOSE THEIR THOUGHTS ALSO, WHENCE THOSE ACTIONS DO ARISE. BUT WHEN ONCE THEY ARE ADVANCED INTO POWER AND AUTHORITY, THEN THEY PUT OFF ALL SUCH NOTIONS, AND, AS IF THEY WERE NO OTHER THAN ACTORS UPON A THEATER, THEY LAY ASIDE THEIR DISGUISED PARTS AND MANNERS, AND TAKE UP BOLDNESS, INSOLENCE, AND A CONTEMPT OF BOTH HUMAN AND DIVINE LAWS, AND THIS AT A TIME WHEN THEY ESPECIALLY STAND IN NEED OF PIETY AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, BECAUSE THEY ARE THEN MOST OF ALL EXPOSED TO ENVY, AND ALL THEY THINK, AND ALL THEY SAY, ARE IN THE VIEW OF ALL MEN; THEN IT IS THAT THEY BECOME SO INSOLENT IN THEIR ACTIONS, AS THOUGH GOD SAW THEM NO LONGER, OR WERE AFRAID OF THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR POWER: AND WHATSOEVER IT IS THAT THEY EITHER ARE AFRAID OF BY THE RUMORS THEY HEAR, OR THEY HATE BY INCLINATION, OR THEY LOVE WITHOUT REASON, THESE SEEM TO THEM TO BE AUTHENTIC, AND FIRM, AND TRUE, AND PLEASING BOTH TO MEN AND TO GOD; BUT AS TO WHAT WILL COME HEREAFTER, THEY HAVE NOT THE LEAST REGARD TO IT. THEY RAISE THOSE TO HONOR INDEED WHO HAVE BEEN AT A GREAT DEAL OF PAINS FOR THEM, AND AFTER THAT HONOR THEY ENVY THEM; AND WHEN THEY HAVE BROUGHT THEM INTO HIGH DIGNITY, THEY DO NOT ONLY DEPRIVE THEM OF WHAT THEY HAD OBTAINED, BUT ALSO, ON THAT VERY ACCOUNT, OF THEIR LIVES ALSO, AND THAT ON WICKED ACCUSATIONS, AND SUCH AS ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR EXTRAVAGANT NATURE, ARE INCREDIBLE. THEY ALSO PUNISH MEN FOR THEIR ACTIONS, NOT SUCH AS DESERVE CONDEMNATION, BUT FROM CALUMNIES AND ACCUSATIONS WITHOUT EXAMINATION; AND THIS EXTENDS NOT ONLY TO SUCH AS DESERVE TO BE PUNISHED, BUT TO AS MANY AS THEY ARE ABLE TO KILL. THIS REFLECTION IS OPENLY CONFIRMED TO US FROM THE EXAMPLE OF SAUL, THE SON OF KISH, WHO WAS THE FIRST KING WHO REIGNED AFTER OUR ARISTOCRACY AND GOVERNMENT UNDER THE JUDGES WERE OVER; AND THAT BY HIS SLAUGHTER OF THREE HUNDRED PRIESTS AND PROPHETS, ON OCCASION OF HIS SUSPICION ABOUT AHIMELECH, AND BY THE ADDITIONAL WICKEDNESS OF THE OVERTHROW OF THEIR CITY, AND THIS IS AS HE WERE ENDEAVORING IN SOME SORT TO RENDER THE TEMPLE [TABERNACLE] DESTITUTE BOTH OF PRIESTS AND PROPHETS, WHICH ENDEAVOR HE SHOWED BY SLAYING SO MANY OF THEM, AND NOT SUFFERING THE VERY CITY BELONGING TO .THEM TO REMAIN, THAT SO OTHERS MIGHT SUCCEED THEM. 
8. BUT ABIATHAR, THE SON OF AHIMELECH, WHO ALONE COULD BE SAVED OUT OF THE FAMILY OF PRIESTS SLAIN BY SAUL, FLED TO DAVID, AND INFORMED HIM OF THE CALAMITY THAT HAD BEFALLEN THEIR FAMILY, AND OF THE SLAUGHTER OF HIS FATHER; WHO HEREUPON SAID, HE WAS NOT UNAPPRISED OF WHAT WOULD FOLLOW WITH RELATION TO THEM WHEN HE SAW DOEG THERE; FOR HE HAD THEN A SUSPICION THAT THE HIGH PRIEST WOULD BE FALSELY ACCUSED BY HIM TO THE KING, AND HE BLAMED HIMSELF AS HAVING BEEN THE CAUSE OF THIS MISFORTUNE. BUT HE DESIRED HIM TO STAY THERE, AND ABIDE WITH HIM, AS IN A PLACE WHERE HE MIGHT BE BETTER CONCEALED THAN ANY WHERE ELSE.
CHAPTER 13. HOW DAVID, WHEN HE HAD TWICE THE OPPORTUNITY OF KILLING SAUL DID NOT KILL HIM. ALSO CONCERNING THE DEATH OF SAMUEL AND NABAL. 
1. ABOUT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT DAVID HEARD HOW THE PHILISTINES HAD MADE AN INROAD INTO THE COUNTRY OF KEILAH, AND ROBBED IT; SO, HE OFFERED HIMSELF TO FIGHT AGAINST THEM, IF GOD, WHEN HE SHOULD BE CONSULTED BY THE PROPHET, WOULD GRANT HIM THE VICTORY. AND WHEN THE PROPHET SAID THAT GOD GAVE A SIGNAL OF VICTORY, HE MADE A SUDDEN ONSET UPON THE PHILISTINES WITH HIS COMPANIONS, AND HE SHED A GREAT DEAL OF THEIR BLOOD, AND CARRIED OFF THEIR PREY, AND STAID WITH THE INHABITANTS OF KEILAH TILL THEY HAD SECURELY GATHERED IN THEIR CORN AND THEIR FRUITS. HOWEVER, IT WAS TOLD SAUL THE KING THAT DAVID WAS WITH THE MEN OF KEILAH; FOR WHAT HAD BEEN DONE AND THE GREAT SUCCESS THAT HAD ATTENDED HIM, WERE NOT CONFINED AMONG THE PEOPLE WHERE THE THINGS WERE DONE, BUT THE FAME OF IT WENT ALL ABROAD, AND CAME TO THE HEARING OF OTHERS, AND BOTH THE FACT AS IT STOOD, AND THE AUTHOR OF THE FACT, WERE CARRIED TO THE KING'S EARS. THEN WAS SAUL GLAD WHEN HE HEARD DAVID WAS IN KEILAH; AND HE SAID, "GOD HATH NOW PUT HIM INTO MY HANDS, SINCE HE HATH OBLIGED HIM TO COME INTO A CITY THAT HATH WALLS, AND GATES, AND BARS." SO, HE COMMANDED ALL THE PEOPLE SUDDENLY, AND WHEN THEY HAD BESIEGED AND TAKEN IT TO KILL DAVID. BUT WHEN DAVID PERCEIVED THIS, AND LEARNED OF GOD THAT IF HE STAID THERE THE MEN OF KEILAH WOULD DELIVER HIM UP TO SAUL, HE TOOK HIS FOUR HUNDRED MEN AND RETIRED INTO A DESERT THAT WAS OVER AGAINST A CITY CALLED ENGEDI. SO THAT WHEN THE KING HEARD HE WAS FLED AWAY FROM THE MEN OF KEILAH, HE LEFT OFF HIS EXPEDITION AGAINST HIM. 
2. THEN DAVID REMOVED THENCE, AND CAME TO A CERTAIN PLACE CALLED THE NEW PLACE, BELONGING TO ZIPH; WHERE JONATHAN, THE SON OF SAUL, CAME TO HIM, AND SALUTED HIM, AND EXHORTED HIM TO BE OF GOOD COURAGE, AND TO HOPE WELL AS TO HIS CONDITION HEREAFTER, AND NOT TO DESPOND AT HIS PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, FOR THAT HE SHOULD BE KING, AND HAVE ALL THE FORCES OF THE HEBREWS UNDER HIM: HE TOLD HIM THAT SUCH HAPPINESS USES TO COME WITH GREAT LABOR AND PAINS: THEY ALSO TOOK OATHS, THAT THEY WOULD, ALL THEIR LIVES LONG, CONTINUE IN GOOD-WILL AND FIDELITY ONE TO ANOTHER; AND HE CALLED GOD TO WITNESS, AS TO WHAT EXECRATIONS HE HAD MADE UPON HIMSELF IF HE SHOULD TRANSGRESS HIS COVENANT, AND SHOULD CHANGE TO A CONTRARY BEHAVIOR. SO, JONATHAN LEFT HIM THERE, HAVING RENDERED HIS CARES AND FEARS SOMEWHAT LIGHTER, AND RETURNED HOME. NOW THE MEN OF ZIPH, TO GRATIFY SAUL, INFORMED HIM THAT DAVID ABODE WITH THEM, AND [ASSURED HIM] THAT IF HE WOULD COME TO THEM, THEY WOULD DELIVER HIM UP, FOR THAT IF THE KING WOULD SEIZE ON THE STRAITS OF ZIPH, DAVID WOULD NOT ESCAPE TO ANY OTHER PEOPLE. SO, THE KING COMMENDED THEM, AND CONFESSED THAT HE HAD REASON TO THANK THEM, BECAUSE THEY HAD GIVEN HIM INFORMATION OF HIS ENEMY; AND HE PROMISED THEM, THAT IT SHOULD NOT BE LONG ERE HE WOULD REQUITE THEIR KINDNESS. HE ALSO SENT MEN TO SEEK FOR DAVID, AND TO SEARCH THE WILDERNESS WHEREIN HE WAS; AND HE PROMISED THAT HE HIMSELF WOULD FOLLOW THEM. ACCORDINGLY, THEY WENT BEFORE THE KING, TO HUNT FOR AND TO CATCH DAVID, AND USED ENDEAVORS, NOT ONLY TO SHOW THEIR GOOD-WILL TO SAUL, BY INFORMING HIM WHERE HIS ENEMY WAS, BUT TO EVIDENCE THE SAME MORE PLAINLY BY DELIVERING HIM UP INTO HIS POWER. BUT THESE MEN FAILED OF THOSE THEIR UNJUST AND WICKED DESIRES, WHO, WHILE THEY UNDERWENT NO HAZARD BY NOT DISCOVERING SUCH AN AMBITION OF REVEALING THIS TO SAUL, YET DID THEY FALSELY ACCUSE AND PROMISE TO DELIVER UP A MAN BELOVED OF GOD, AND ONE THAT WAS UNJUSTLY SOUGHT AFTER TO BE PUT TO DEATH, AND ONE THAT MIGHT OTHERWISE HAVE LAIN CONCEALED, AND THIS OUT OF FLATTERY, AND EXPECTATION OF GAIN FROM THE KING; FOR WHEN DAVID WAS APPRIZED OF THE MALIGNANT INTENTIONS OF THE MEN OF ZIPH, AND THE APPROACH OF SAUL, HE LEFT THE STRAITS OF THAT COUNTRY, AND FLED TO THE GREAT ROCK THAT WAS IN THE WILDERNESS OF MAON. 
3. HEREUPON SAUL MADE HASTE TO PURSUE HIM THITHER; FOR, AS HE WAS MARCHING, HE LEARNED THAT DAVID WAS GONE AWAY FROM THE STRAITS OF ZIPH, AND SAUL REMOVED TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ROCK. BUT THE REPORT THAT THE PHILISTINES HAD AGAIN MADE AN INCURSION INTO THE COUNTRY OF THE HEBREWS, CALLED SAUL ANOTHER WAY FROM THE PURSUIT OF DAVID, WHEN HE WAS READY TO BE CAUGHT; FOR HE RETURNED BACK AGAIN TO OPPOSE THOSE PHILISTINES, WHO WERE NATURALLY THEIR ENEMIES, AS JUDGING IT MORE NECESSARY TO AVENGE HIMSELF OF THEM, THAN TO TAKE A GREAT DEAL OF PAINS TO CATCH AN ENEMY OF HIS OWN, AND TO OVERLOOK THE RAVAGE THAT WAS MADE IN THE LAND. 
4. AND BY THIS MEANS DAVID UNEXPECTEDLY ESCAPED OUT OF THE DANGER HE WAS IN, AND CAME TO THE STRAITS OF ENGEDI; AND WHEN SAUL HAD DRIVEN THE PHILISTINES OUT OF THE LAND, THERE CAME SOME MESSENGERS, WHO TOLD HIM THAT DAVID ABODE WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF ENGEDI: SO HE TOOK THREE THOUSAND CHOSEN MEN THAT WERE ARMED, AND MADE HASTE TO HIM; AND WHEN HE WAS NOT FAR FROM THOSE PLACES, HE SAW A DEEP AND HOLLOW CAVE BY THE WAY-SIDE; IT WAS OPEN TO A GREAT LENGTH AND BREADTH, AND THERE IT WAS THAT DAVID WITH HIS FOUR HUNDRED MEN WERE CONCEALED. WHEN THEREFORE HE HAD OCCASION TO EASE NATURE, HE ENTERED INTO IT BY HIMSELF ALONE; AND BEING SEEN BY ONE OF DAVID'S COMPANIONS, AND HE THAT SAW HIM SAYING TO HIM, THAT HE HAD NOW, BY GOD'S PROVIDENCE, AN OPPORTUNITY OF AVENGING HIMSELF OF HIS ADVERSARY; AND ADVISING HIM TO CUT OFF HIS HEAD, AND SO DELIVER HIMSELF OUT OF THAT TEDIOUS, WANDERING CONDITION, AND THE DISTRESS HE WAS IN; HE ROSE UP, AND ONLY CUT OFF THE SKIRT OF THAT GARMENT WHICH SAUL HAD ON: BUT HE SOON REPENTED OF WHAT HE HAD DONE; AND SAID IT WAS NOT RIGHT TO KILL HIM THAT WAS HIS MASTER, AND ONE WHOM GOD HAD THOUGHT WORTHY OF THE KINGDOM; "FOR THAT ALTHOUGH HE WERE WICKEDLY DISPOSED TOWARDS US, YET DOES IT NOT BEHOOVE ME TO BE SO DISPOSED TOWARDS HIM." BUT WHEN SAUL HAD LEFT THE CAVE, DAVID CAME NEAR AND CRIED OUT ALOUD, AND DESIRED SAUL TO HEAR HIM; WHEREUPON THE KING TURNED HIS FACE BACK, AND DAVID, ACCORDING TO CUSTOM, FELL DOWN ON HIS FACE BEFORE THE KING, AND BOWED TO HIM; AND SAID, "O KING, THOU OUGHTEST NOT TO HEARKEN TO WICKED MEN, NOR TO SUCH AS FORGE CALUMNIES, NOR TO GRATIFY THEM SO FAR AS TO BELIEVE WHAT THEY SAY, NOR TO ENTERTAIN SUSPICIONS OF SUCH AS ARE YOUR BEST FRIENDS, BUT TO JUDGE OF THE DISPOSITIONS OF ALL MEN BY THEIR ACTIONS; FOR CALUMNY DELUDES MEN, BUT MEN'S OWN ACTIONS ARE A CLEAR DEMONSTRATION OF THEIR KINDNESS. WORDS INDEED, IN THEIR OWN NATURE, MAY BE EITHER TRUE OR FALSE, BUT MEN'S ACTIONS EXPOSE THEIR INTENTIONS NAKEDLY TO OUR VIEW. BY THESE, THEREFORE IT WILL BE WELL FOR THEE TO BELIEVE ME, AS TO MY REGARD TO THEE AND TO THY HOUSE, AND NOT TO BELIEVE THOSE THAT FRAME SUCH ACCUSATIONS AGAINST ME AS NEVER CAME INTO MY MIND, NOR ARE POSSIBLE TO BE EXECUTED, AND DO THIS FURTHER BY PURSUING AFTER MY LIFE, AND HAVE NO CONCERN EITHER DAY OR NIGHT, BUT HOW TO COMPASS MY LIFE AND TO MURDER ME, WHICH THING I THINK THOU DOST UNJUSTLY PROSECUTE; FOR HOW COMES IT ABOUT, THAT THOU HAST EMBRACED THIS FALSE OPINION ABOUT ME, AS IF I HAD A DESIRE TO KILL THEE? OR HOW CANST THOU ESCAPE THE CRIME OF IMPIETY TOWARDS GOD, WHEN THOU WISHEST THOU COULDST KILL, AND DEEMEST THINE ADVERSARY, A MAN WHO HAD IT IN HIS POWER THIS DAY TO AVENGE HIMSELF, AND TO PUNISH THEE, BUT WOULD NOT DO IT? NOR MAKE USE OF SUCH AN OPPORTUNITY, WHICH, IF IT HAD FALLEN OUT TO THEE AGAINST ME, THOU HADST NOT LET IT SLIP, FOR WHEN I CUT OFF THE SKIRT OF THY GARMENT, I COULD HAVE DONE THE SAME TO THY HEAD." SO, HE SHOWED HIM THE PIECE OF HIS GARMENT, AND THEREBY MADE HIM AGREE TO WHAT HE SAID TO BE TRUE; AND ADDED, "I, FOR CERTAIN, HAVE ABSTAINED FROM TAKING A JUST REVENGE UPON THEE, YET ART THOU NOT ASHAMED TO PROSECUTE ME WITH UNJUST HATRED. MAY GOD DO JUSTICE, AND DETERMINE ABOUT EACH OF OUR DISPOSITIONS." - BUT SAUL WAS AMAZED AT THE STRANGE DELIVERY HE HAD RECEIVED; AND BEING GREATLY AFFECTED WITH THE MODERATION AND THE DISPOSITION OF THE YOUNG MAN, HE GROANED; AND WHEN DAVID HAD DONE THE SAME, THE KING ANSWERED THAT HE HAD THE JUSTEST OCCASION TO GROAN, "FOR THOU HAST BEEN THE AUTHOR OF GOOD TO ME, AS I HAVE BEEN THE AUTHOR OF CALAMITY TO THEE; AND THOU HAST DEMONSTRATED THIS DAY, THAT THOU POSSESSEST THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE ANCIENTS, WHO DETERMINED THAT MEN OUGHT TO SAVE THEIR ENEMIES, THOUGH THEY CAUGHT THEM IN A DESERT PLACE. I AM NOW PERSUADED THAT GOD RESERVES THE KINGDOM FOR THEE, AND THAT THOU WILT OBTAIN THE DOMINION OVER ALL THE HEBREWS. GIVE ME THEN ASSURANCES UPON OATH, THAT THOU WILT NOT ROOT OUT MY FAMILY, NOR, OUT OF REMEMBRANCE OF WHAT EVIL I HAVE DONE THEE, DESTROY MY POSTERITY, BUT SAVE AND PRESERVE MY HOUSE." SO, DAVID SWORE AS HE DESIRED, AND SENT BACK SAUL TO HIS OWN KINGDOM; BUT HE, AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, WENT UP THE STRAITS OF MASTHEROTH. 
5. ABOUT THIS TIME SAMUEL THE PROPHET DIED. HE WAS A MAN WHOM THE HEBREWS HONORED IN AN EXTRAORDINARY DEGREE: FOR THAT LAMENTATION WHICH THE PEOPLE MADE FOR HIM, AND THIS DURING A LONG TIME, MANIFESTED HIS VIRTUE, AND THE AFFECTION WHICH THE PEOPLE BORE FOR HIM; AS ALSO DID THE SOLEMNITY AND CONCERN THAT APPEARED ABOUT HIS FUNERAL, AND ABOUT THE COMPLETE OBSERVATION OF ALL HIS FUNERAL RITES. THEY BURIED HIM IN HIS OWN CITY OF RAMAH; AND WEPT FOR HIM A VERY GREAT NUMBER OF DAYS, NOT LOOKING ON IT AS A SORROW FOR THE DEATH OF ANOTHER MAN, BUT AS THAT IN WHICH THEY WERE EVERY ONE THEMSELVES CONCERNED. HE WAS A RIGHTEOUS MAN, AND GENTLE IN HIS NATURE; AND ON THAT ACCOUNT HE WAS VERY DEAR TO GOD. NOW HE GOVERNED AND PRESIDED OVER THE PEOPLE ALONE, AFTER THE DEATH OF ELI THE HIGH PRIEST, TWELVE YEARS, AND EIGHTEEN YEARS TOGETHER WITH SAUL THE KING. AND THUS, WE HAVE FINISHED THE HISTORY OF SAMUEL. 
6. THERE WAS A MAN THAT WAS A ZIPHITE, OF THE CITY OF MAON, WHO WAS RICH, AND HAD A VAST NUMBER OF CATTLE; FOR HE FED A FLOCK OF THREE THOUSAND SHEEP, AND ANOTHER FLOCK OF A THOUSAND GOATS. NOW DAVID HAD CHARGED HIS ASSOCIATES TO KEEP THESE FLOCKS WITHOUT HURT AND WITHOUT DAMAGE, AND TO DO THEM NO MISCHIEF, NEITHER OUT OF COVETOUSNESS, NOR BECAUSE THEY WERE IN WANT, NOR BECAUSE THEY WERE IN THE WILDERNESS, AND SO COULD NOT EASILY BE DISCOVERED, BUT TO ESTEEM FREEDOM FROM INJUSTICE ABOVE ALL OTHER MOTIVES, AND TO LOOK UPON THE TOUCHING OF WHAT BELONGED TO ANOTHER MAN AS A HORRIBLE CRIME, AND CONTRARY TO THE WILL OF GOD. THESE WERE THE INSTRUCTIONS HE GAVE, THINKING THAT THE FAVORS HE GRANTED THIS MAN WERE GRANTED TO A GOOD MAN, AND ONE THAT DESERVED TO HAVE SUCH CARE TAKEN OF HIS AFFAIRS. THIS MAN WAS NABAL, FOR THAT WAS HIS NAME, - A HARSH MAN, AND OF A VERY WICKED LIFE, BEING LIKE A CYNIC IN THE COURSE OF HIS BEHAVIOR, BUT STILL HAD OBTAINED FOR HIS WIFE A WOMAN OF A GOOD CHARACTER, WISE AND HANDSOME. TO THIS NABAL, THEREFORE, DAVID SENT TEN MEN OF HIS ATTENDANTS AT THE TIME WHEN HE SHEARED HIS SHEEP, AND BY THEM SALUTED HIM; AND ALSO WISHED HE MIGHT DO WHAT HE NOW DID FOR MANY YEARS TO COME, BUT DESIRED HIM TO MAKE HIM A PRESENT OF WHAT HE WAS ABLE TO GIVE HIM, SINCE HE HAD, TO BE SURE, LEARNED FROM HIS SHEPHERDS THAT WE HAD DONE THEM NO INJURY, BUT HAD BEEN THEIR GUARDIANS A LONG TIME TOGETHER, WHILE WE CONTINUED IN THE WILDERNESS; AND HE ASSURED HIM HE SHOULD NEVER REPENT OF GIVING ANY THING TO DAVID. WHEN THE MESSENGERS HAD CARRIED THIS MESSAGE TO NABAL, HE ACCOSTED THEM AFTER AN INHUMAN AND ROUGH MANNER; FOR HE ASKED THEM WHO DAVID WAS? AND WHEN HE HEARD THAT HE WAS THE SON OF JESSE, HE SAID, "NOW IS THE TIME THAT FUGITIVES GROW INSOLENT, AND MAKE A FIGURE, AND LEAVE THEIR MASTERS." WHEN THEY TOLD DAVID THIS, HE WAS WROTH, AND COMMANDED FOUR HUNDRED ARMED MEN TO FOLLOW HIM, AND LEFT TWO HUNDRED TO TAKE CARE OF THE STUFF, (FOR HE HAD ALREADY SIX HUNDRED, ) AND WENT AGAINST NABAL: HE ALSO SWORE THAT HE WOULD THAT NIGHT UTTERLY DESTROY THE WHOLE HOUSE AND POSSESSIONS OF NABAL; FOR THAT HE WAS GRIEVED, NOT ONLY THAT HE HAD PROVED UNGRATEFUL TO THEM, WITHOUT MAKING ANY RETURN FOR THE HUMANITY THEY HAD SHOWN HIM, BUT THAT HE HAD ALSO REPROACHED THEM, AND USED ILL LANGUAGE TO THEM, WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED NO CAUSE OF DISGUST FROM THEM. 
7. HEREUPON ONE OF THOSE THAT KEPT THE FLOCKS OF NABAL, SAID TO HIS MISTRESS, NABAL'S WIFE, THAT WHEN DAVID SENT TO HER HUSBAND, HE HAD RECEIVED NO CIVIL ANSWER AT ALL FROM HIM; BUT THAT HER HUSBAND HAD MOREOVER ADDED VERY REPROACHFUL LANGUAGE, WHILE YET DAVID HAD TAKEN EXTRAORDINARY CARE TO KEEP HIS FLOCKS FROM HARM, AND THAT WHAT HAD PASSED WOULD PROVE VERY PERNICIOUS TO HIS MASTER. WHEN THE SERVANT HAD SAID THIS, ABIGAIL, FOR THAT WAS HIS WIFE'S NAME, SADDLED HER ASSES, AND LOADED THEM WITH ALL SORTS OF PRESENTS; AND, WITHOUT TELLING HER HUSBAND ANY THING OF WHAT SHE WAS ABOUT, (FOR HE WAS NOT SENSIBLE ON ACCOUNT OF HIS DRUNKENNESS,) SHE WENT TO DAVID. SHE WAS THEN MET BY DAVID AS SHE WAS DESCENDING A HILL, WHO WAS COMING AGAINST NABAL WITH FOUR HUNDRED MEN. WHEN THE WOMAN SAW DAVID, SHE LEAPED DOWN FROM HER ASS, AND FELL ON HER FACE, AND BOWED DOWN TO THE GROUND; AND ENTREATED HIM NOT TO BEAR IN MIND THE WORDS OF NABAL, SINCE HE KNEW THAT HE RESEMBLED HIS NAME. NOW NABAL, IN THE HEBREW TONGUE, SIGNIFIES FOLLY. SO, SHE MADE HER APOLOGY, THAT SHE DID NOT SEE THE MESSENGERS WHOM HE SENT. "FORGIVE ME, THEREFORE," SAID SHE, "AND THANK GOD, WHO HATH HINDERED THEE FROM SHEDDING HUMAN BLOOD; FOR SO LONG AS THOU KEEPEST THYSELF INNOCENT, HE WILL AVENGE THEE OF WICKED MEN, FOR WHAT MISERIES AWAIT NABAL, THEY WILL FALL UPON THE HEADS OF THINE ENEMIES. BE THOU GRACIOUS TO ME, AND THINK ME SO FAR WORTHY AS TO ACCEPT OF THESE PRESENTS FROM ME; AND, OUT OF REGARD TO ME, REMIT THAT WRATH AND THAT ANGER WHICH THOU HAST AGAINST MY HUSBAND AND HIS HOUSE, FOR MILDNESS AND HUMANITY BECOME THEE, ESPECIALLY AS THOU ART TO BE OUR KING." ACCORDINGLY, DAVID ACCEPTED HER PRESENTS, AND SAID, "NAY, BUT, O WOMAN, IT WAS NO OTHER THAN GOD'S MERCY WHICH BROUGHT THEE TO US TODAY, FOR, OTHERWISE, THOU HADST NEVER SEEN ANOTHER DAY, I HAVING SWORN TO DESTROY NABAL'S HOUSE THIS VERY NIGHT, AND TO LEAVE ALIVE NOT ONE OF YOU WHO BELONGED TO A MAN THAT WAS WICKED AND UNGRATEFUL TO ME AND MY COMPANIONS; BUT NOW HAST THOU PREVENTED ME, AND SEASONABLY MOLLIFIED MY ANGER, AS BEING THYSELF UNDER THE CARE OF GOD'S PROVIDENCE: BUT AS FOR NABAL, ALTHOUGH FOR THY SAKE HE NOW ESCAPE PUNISHMENT, HE WILL NOT ALWAYS AVOID JUSTICE; FOR HIS EVIL CONDUCT, ON SOME OTHER OCCASION, WILL BE HIS RUIN." 
8. WHEN DAVID HAD SAID THIS, HE DISMISSED THE WOMAN. BUT WHEN SHE CAME HOME AND FOUND HER HUSBAND FEASTING WITH A GREAT COMPANY, AND OPPRESSED WITH WINE, SHE SAID NOTHING TO HIM THEN ABOUT WHAT HAD HAPPENED; BUT ON THE NEXT DAY, WHEN HE WAS SOBER, SHE TOLD HIM ALL THE PARTICULARS, AND MADE HIS WHOLE BODY TO APPEAR LIKE THAT OF A DEAD MAN BY HER WORDS, AND BY THAT GRIEF WHICH AROSE FROM THEM; SO NABAL SURVIVED TEN DAYS, AND NO MORE, AND THEN DIED. AND WHEN DAVID HEARD OF HIS DEATH, HE SAID THAT GOD HAD JUSTLY AVENGED HIM OF THIS MAN, FOR THAT NABAL HAD DIED BY HIS OWN WICKEDNESS, AND HAD SUFFERED PUNISHMENT ON HIS ACCOUNT, WHILE HE HAD KEPT HIS OWN HANDS CLEAN. AT WHICH TIME HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE WICKED ARE PROSECUTED BY GOD; THAT HE DOES NOT OVERLOOK ANY MAN, BUT BESTOWS ON THE GOOD WHAT IS SUITABLE TO THEM, AND INFLICTS A DESERVED PUNISHMENT ON THE WICKED. SO, HE SENT TO NABAL'S WIFE, AND INVITED HER TO COME TO HIM, TO LIVE WITH HIM, AND TO BE HIS WIFE. WHEREUPON SHE REPLIED TO THOSE THAT CAME, THAT SHE WAS NOT WORTHY TO TOUCH HIS FEET; HOWEVER, SHE CAME, WITH ALL HER SERVANTS, AND BECAME HIS WIFE, HAVING RECEIVED THAT HONOR ON ACCOUNT OF HER WISE AND RIGHTEOUS COURSE OF LIFE. SHE ALSO OBTAINED THE SAME HONOR PARTLY ON ACCOUNT OF HER BEAUTY. NOW DAVID HAD A WIFE BEFORE, WHOM HE MARRIED FROM THE CITY ABESAR; FOR AS TO MICHAL, THE DAUGHTER OF KING SAUL, WHO HAD BEEN DAVID'S WIFE, HER FATHER HAD GIVEN HER IN MARRIAGE TO PHALTI, THE SON OF LAISH, WHO WAS OF THE CITY OF GALLIM. 
9. AFTER THIS CAME CERTAIN OF THE ZIPHITES, AND TOLD SAUL THAT DAVID WAS COME AGAIN INTO THEIR COUNTRY, AND IF HE WOULD AFFORD THEM HIS ASSISTANCE, THEY COULD CATCH HIM. SO, HE CAME TO THEM WITH THREE THOUSAND ARMED MEN; AND UPON THE APPROACH OF NIGHT, HE PITCHED HIS CAMP AT A CERTAIN PLACE CALLED HACHILAH. BUT WHEN DAVID HEARD THAT SAUL WAS COMING AGAINST HIM, HE SENT SPIES, AND BID THEM LET HIM KNOW TO WHAT PLACE OF THE COUNTRY SAUL WAS ALREADY COME; AND WHEN THEY TOLD HIM THAT HE WAS AT HACHILAH, HE CONCEALED HIS GOING AWAY FROM HIS COMPANIONS, AND CAME TO SAUL'S CAMP, HAVING TAKEN WITH HIM ABISHAI, HIS SISTER ZERUIAH'S SON, AND AHIMELECH THE HITTITE. NOW SAUL WAS ASLEEP, AND THE ARMED MEN, WITH ABNER THEIR COMMANDER, LAY ROUND ABOUT HIM IN A CIRCLE. HEREUPON DAVID ENTERED INTO THE KING'S TENT; BUT HE DID NEITHER KILL SAUL, THOUGH HE KNEW WHERE HE LAY, BY THE SPEAR THAT WAS STUCK DOWN BY HIM, NOR DID HE GIVE LEAVE TO ABISHAI, WHO WOULD HAVE KILLED HIM, AND WAS EARNESTLY BENT UPON IT SO TO DO; FOR HE SAID IT WAS A HORRID CRIME TO KILL ONE THAT WAS ORDAINED KING BY GOD, ALTHOUGH HE WAS A WICKED MAN; FOR THAT HE WHO GAVE HIM THE DOMINION WOULD IN TIME INFLICT PUNISHMENT UPON HIM. SO HE RESTRAINED HIS EAGERNESS; BUT THAT IT MIGHT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN IN HIS POWER TO HAVE KILLED HIM WHEN HE REFRAINED FROM IT, HE TOOK HIS SPEAR, AND THE CRUSE OF WATER WHICH STOOD BY SAUL AS HE LAY ASLEEP, WITHOUT BEING PERCEIVED BY ANY IN THE CAMP, WHO WERE ALL ASLEEP, AND WENT SECURELY AWAY, HAVING PERFORMED EVERY THING AMONG THE KING'S ATTENDANTS THAT THE OPPORTUNITY AFFORDED, AND HIS BOLDNESS ENCOURAGED HIM TO DO. SO, WHEN HE HAD PASSED OVER A BROOK, AND WAS GOTTEN UP TO THE TOP OF A HILL, WHENCE HE MIGHT BE SUFFICIENTLY HEARD, HE CRIED ALOUD TO SAUL'S SOLDIERS, AND TO ABNER THEIR COMMANDER, AND AWAKED THEM OUT OF THEIR SLEEP, AND CALLED BOTH TO HIM AND TO THE PEOPLE. HEREUPON THE COMMANDER HEARD HIM, AND ASKED WHO IT WAS THAT CALLED HIM. TO WHOM DAVID REPLIED, "IT IS I, THE SON OF JESSE, WHOM YOU MAKE A VAGABOND. BUT WHAT IS THE MATTER? DOST THOU, THAT ART A MAN OF SO GREAT DIGNITY, AND OF THE FIRST RANK IN THE KING'S COURT, TAKE SO LITTLE CARE OF THY MASTER'S BODY? AND IS SLEEP OF MORE CONSEQUENCE TO THEE THAN HIS PRESERVATION, AND THY CARE OF HIM? THIS NEGLIGENCE OF YOURS DESERVES DEATH, AND PUNISHMENT TO BE INFLICTED ON YOU, WHO NEVER PERCEIVED WHEN, A LITTLE WHILE AGO, SOME OF US ENTERED INTO YOUR CAMP, NAY, AS FAR AS TO THE KING HIMSELF, AND TO ALL THE REST OF YOU. IF THOU LOOK FOR THE KING'S SPEAR AND HIS CRUSE OF WATER, THOU WILT LEARN WHAT A MIGHTY MISFORTUNE WAS READY TO OVERTAKE YOU IN YOUR VERY CAMP WITHOUT YOUR KNOWING IT." NOW WHEN SAUL KNEW DAVID'S VOICE, AND UNDERSTOOD THAT WHEN HE HAD HIM IN HIS POWER WHILE HE WAS ASLEEP, AND HIS GUARDS TOOK NO CARE OF HIM, YET DID NOT HE KILL HIM, BUT SPARED HIM, WHEN HE MIGHT JUSTLY HAVE CUT HIM OFF, HE SAID THAT HE OWED HIM THANKS FOR HIS PRESERVATION; AND EXHORTED HIM TO BE OF GOOD COURAGE, AND NOT BE AFRAID OF SUFFERING ANY MISCHIEF FROM HIM ANY MORE, AND TO RETURN TO HIS OWN HOME, FOR HE WAS NOW PERSUADED THAT HE DID NOT LOVE HIMSELF SO WELL AS HE WAS LOVED BY HIM: THAT HE HAD DRIVEN AWAY HIM THAT COULD GUARD HIM, AND HAD GIVEN MANY DEMONSTRATIONS OF HIS GOOD-WILL TO HIM: THAT HE HAD FORCED HIM TO LIVE SO LONG IN A STATE OF BANISHMENT, AND IN GREAT FEARS OF HIS LIFE, DESTITUTE OF HIS FRIENDS AND HIS KINDRED, WHILE STILL HE WAS OFTEN SAVED BY HIM, AND FREQUENTLY RECEIVED HIS LIFE AGAIN WHEN IT WAS EVIDENTLY IN DANGER OF PERISHING. SO, DAVID BADE THEM SEND FOR THE SPEAR AND THE CRUSE OF WATER, AND TAKE THEM BACK; ADDING THIS WITHAL, THAT GOD WOULD BE THE JUDGE OF BOTH THEIR DISPOSITIONS, AND OF THE ACTIONS THAT FLOWED FROM THE SAME, "WHO KNOWS THAT THEN IT WAS THIS DAY IN MY POWER TO HAVE KILLED THEE I ABSTAINED FROM IT." 
10. THUS SAUL HAVING ESCAPED THE HANDS OF DAVID TWICE, HE WENT HIS WAY TO HIS ROYAL PALACE, AND HIS OWN CITY: BUT DAVID WAS AFRAID, THAT IF HE STAID THERE HE SHOULD BE CAUGHT BY SAUL; SO, HE THOUGHT IT BETTER TO GO UP INTO THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES, AND ABIDE THERE. ACCORDINGLY, HE CAME WITH THE SIX HUNDRED MEN THAT WERE WITH HIM TO ACHISH, THE KING OF GATH, WHICH WAS ONE OF THEIR FIVE CITIES. NOW THE KING RECEIVED BOTH HIM AND HIS MEN, AND GAVE THEM A PLACE TO INHABIT IN. HE HAD WITH HIM ALSO HIS TWO WIVES, AHINOAM AND ABIGAIL, AND HE DWELT IN GATH. BUT WHEN SAUL HEARD THIS, HE TOOK NO FURTHER CARE ABOUT SENDING TO HIM, OR GOING AFTER HIM, BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN TWICE, IN A MANNER, CAUGHT BY HIM, WHILE HE WAS HIMSELF ENDEAVORING TO CATCH HIM. HOWEVER, DAVID HAD NO MIND TO CONTINUE IN THE CITY OF GATH, BUT DESIRED THE KING, THAT SINCE HE HAD RECEIVED HIM WITH SUCH HUMANITY, THAT HE WOULD GRANT HIM ANOTHER FAVOR, AND BESTOW UPON HIM SOME PLACE OF THAT COUNTRY FOR HIS HABITATION, FOR HE WAS ASHAMED, BY LIVING IN THE CITY, TO BE GRIEVOUS AND BURDENSOME TO HIM. SO ACHISH GAVE HIM A CERTAIN VILLAGE CALLED ZIKLAG; WHICH PLACE DAVID AND HIS SONS WERE FOND OF WHEN HE WAS KING, AND RECKONED IT TO BE THEIR PECULIAR INHERITANCE. BUT ABOUT THOSE MATTERS WE SHALL GIVE THE READER FURTHER INFORMATION ELSEWHERE. NOW THE TIME THAT DAVID DWELT IN ZIKLAG, IN THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES, WAS FOUR MONTHS AND TWENTY DAYS. AND NOW HE PRIVATELY ATTACKED THOSE GESHURITES AND AMALEKITES THAT WERE NEIGHBORS TO THE PHILISTINES, AND LAID WASTE THEIR COUNTRY, AND TOOK MUCH PREY OF THEIR BEASTS AND CAMELS, AND THEN RETURNED HOME; BUT DAVID ABSTAINED FROM THE MEN, AS FEARING THEY SHOULD DISCOVER HIM TO KING ACHISH; YET DID HE SEND PART OF THE PREY TO HIM AS A FREE GIFT. AND WHEN THE KING INQUIRED WHOM THEY HAD ATTACKED WHEN THEY BROUGHT AWAY THE PREY, HE SAID, THOSE THAT LAY TO THE SOUTH OF THE JEWS, AND INHABITED IN THE PLAIN; WHEREBY HE PERSUADED ACHISH TO APPROVE OF WHAT HE HAD DONE, FOR HE HOPED THAT DAVID HAD FOUGHT AGAINST HIS OWN NATION, AND THAT NOW HE SHOULD HAVE HIM FOR HIS SERVANT ALL HIS LIFE LONG, AND THAT HE WOULD STAY IN HIS COUNTRY. 
CHAPTER 14. NOW SAUL UPON GOD'S NOT ANSWERING HIM CONCERNING THE FIGHT WITH THE PHILISTINES DESIRED A NECROMANTIC WOMAN [WITCH] TO RAISE UP THE SOUL OF SAMUEL TO HIM; AND HOW HE DIED, WITH HIS SONS UPON THE OVERTHROW OF THE HEBREWS IN BATTLE. 
1. ABOUT THE SAME TIME THE PHILISTINES RESOLVED TO MAKE WAR AGAINST THE ISRAELITES, AND SENT TO ALL THEIR CONFEDERATES THAT THEY WOULD GO ALONG WITH THEM TO THE WAR TO REGGAN, [NEAR THE CITY SHUNEM,] WHENCE THEY MIGHT GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND SUDDENLY ATTACK THE HEBREWS. THEN DID ACHISH, THE KING OF GATH, DESIRE DAVID TO ASSIST THEM WITH HIS ARMED MEN AGAINST THE HEBREWS. THIS HE READILY PROMISED; AND SAID THAT THE TIME WAS NOW COME WHEREIN HE MIGHT REQUITE HIM FOR HIS KINDNESS AND HOSPITALITY. SO, THE KING PROMISED TO MAKE HIM THE KEEPER OF HIS BODY, AFTER THE VICTORY, SUPPOSING THAT THE BATTLE WITH THE ENEMY SUCCEEDED TO THEIR MIND; WHICH PROMISE OF HONOR AND CONFIDENCE HE MADE ON PURPOSE TO INCREASE HIS ZEAL FOR HIS SERVICE. 
2. NOW SAUL, THE KING OF THE HEBREWS, HAD CAST OUT OF THE COUNTRY THE FORTUNE-TELLERS, AND THE NECROMANCERS, AND ALL SUCH AS EXERCISED THE LIKE ARTS, EXCEPTING THE PROPHETS. BUT WHEN HE HEARD THAT THE PHILISTINES WERE ALREADY COME, AND HAD PITCHED THEIR CAMP NEAR THE CITY SHUNEM, SITUATE IN THE PLAIN, HE MADE HASTE TO OPPOSE THEM WITH HIS FORCES; AND WHEN HE WAS COME TO A CERTAIN MOUNTAIN CALLED GILBOA, HE PITCHED HIS CAMP OVER-AGAINST THE ENEMY; BUT WHEN HE SAW THE ENEMY'S ARMY HE WAS GREATLY TROUBLED, BECAUSE IT APPEARED TO HIM TO BE NUMEROUS, AND SUPERIOR TO HIS OWN; AND HE INQUIRED OF GOD BY THE PROPHETS CONCERNING THE BATTLE, THAT HE MIGHT KNOW BEFOREHAND WHAT WOULD BE THE EVENT OF IT. AND WHEN GOD DID NOT ANSWER HIM, SAUL WAS UNDER A STILL GREATER DREAD, AND HIS COURAGE FELL, FORESEEING, AS WAS BUT REASONABLE TO SUPPOSE, THAT MISCHIEF WOULD BEFALL HIM, NOW GOD WAS NOT THERE TO ASSIST HIM; YET DID HE BID HIS SERVANTS TO INQUIRE OUT FOR HIM SOME WOMAN THAT WAS A NECROMANCER AND CALLED UP THE SOULS OF THE DEAD, THAT SO HE MIGHT KNOW WHETHER HIS AFFAIRS WOULD SUCCEED TO HIS MIND; FOR THIS SORT OF NECROMANTIC WOMEN THAT BRING UP THE SOULS OF THE DEAD, DO BY THEM FORETELL FUTURE EVENTS TO SUCH AS DESIRE THEM. AND ONE OF HIS SERVANTS TOLD HIM THAT THERE WAS SUCH A WOMAN IN THE CITY ENDOR, BUT WAS KNOWN TO NOBODY IN THE CAMP; HEREUPON SAUL PUT OFF HIS ROYAL APPAREL, AND TOOK TWO OF THOSE HIS SERVANTS WITH HIM, WHOM HE KNEW TO BE MOST FAITHFUL TO HIM, AND CAME TO ENDOR TO THE WOMAN, AND ENTREATED HER TO ACT THE PART OF A FORTUNE-TELLER, AND TO BRING UP SUCH A SOUL TO HIM AS HE SHOULD NAME TO HER. BUT WHEN THE WOMAN OPPOSED HIS MOTION, AND SAID SHE DID NOT DESPISE THE KING, WHO HAD BANISHED THIS SORT OF FORTUNE-TELLERS, AND THAT HE DID NOT DO WELL HIMSELF, WHEN SHE HAD DONE HIM NO HARM, TO ENDEAVOR TO LAY A SNARE FOR HER, AND TO DISCOVER THAT SHE EXERCISED A FORBIDDEN ART, IN ORDER TO PROCURE HER TO BE PUNISHED, HE SWORE THAT NOBODY SHOULD KNOW WHAT SHE DID; AND THAT HE WOULD NOT TELL ANY ONE ELSE WHAT SHE FORETOLD, BUT THAT SHE SHOULD INCUR NO DANGER. AS SOON AS HE HAD INDUCED HER BY THIS OATH TO FEAR NO HARM, HE BID HER BRING UP TO HIM THE SOUL OF SAMUEL. SHE, NOT KNOWING WHO SAMUEL WAS, CALLED HIM OUT OF HADES. WHEN HE APPEARED, AND THE WOMAN SAW ONE THAT WAS VENERABLE, AND OF A DIVINE FORM, SHE WAS IN DISORDER; AND BEING ASTONISHED AT THE SIGHT, SHE SAID, "ART NOT THOU KING SAUL?" FOR SAMUEL HAD INFORMED HER WHO HE WAS. WHEN HE HAD OWNED THAT TO BE TRUE, AND HAD ASKED HER WHENCE HER DISORDER AROSE, SHE SAID THAT SHE SAW A CERTAIN PERSON ASCEND, WHO IN HIS FORM WAS LIKE TO A GOD. AND WHEN HE BID HER TELL HIM WHAT HE RESEMBLED, IN WHAT HABIT HE APPEARED, AND OF WHAT AGE HE WAS, SHE TOLD HIM HE WAS AN OLD MAN ALREADY, AND OF A GLORIOUS PERSONAGE, AND HAD ON A SACERDOTAL MANTLE. SO, THE KING DISCOVERED BY THESE SIGNS THAT HE WAS SAMUEL; AND HE FELL DOWN UPON THE GROUND, AND SALUTED AND WORSHIPPED HIM. AND WHEN THE SOUL OF SAMUEL ASKED HIM WHY HE HAD DISTURBED HIM, AND CAUSED HIM TO BE BROUGHT UP, HE LAMENTED THE NECESSITY HE WAS UNDER; FOR HE SAID, THAT HIS ENEMIES PRESSED HEAVILY UPON HIM; THAT HE WAS IN DISTRESS WHAT TO DO IN HIS PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES; THAT HE WAS FORSAKEN OF GOD, AND COULD OBTAIN NO PREDICTION OF WHAT WAS COMING, NEITHER BY PROPHETS NOR BY DREAMS; AND THAT "THESE WERE THE REASONS WHY I HAVE RECOURSE TO TIME, WHO ALWAYS TOOK GREAT CARE OF ME." BUT SAMUEL, SEEING THAT THE END OF SAUL'S LIFE WAS COME, SAID, "IT IS IN VAIN FOR THEE TO DESIRE TO LEARN OF ME ANY THING FUTURE, WHEN GOD HATH FORSAKEN THEE: HOWEVER, HEAR WHAT I SAY, THAT DAVID IS TO BE KING, AND TO FINISH THIS WAR WITH GOOD SUCCESS; AND THOU ART TO LOSE THY DOMINION AND THY LIFE, BECAUSE THOU DIDST NOT OBEY GOD IN THE WAR WITH THE AMALEKITES, AND HAST NOT KEPT HIS COMMANDMENTS, AS I FORETOLD THEE WHILE I WAS ALIVE. KNOW, THEREFORE, THAT THE PEOPLE SHALL BE MADE SUBJECT TO THEIR ENEMIES, AND THAT THOU, WITH THY SONS, SHALL FALL IN THE BATTLE TOMORROW, AND THOU SHALT THEN BE WITH ME [IN HADES]." 
3. WHEN SAUL HEARD THIS, HE COULD NOT SPEAK FOR GRIEF, AND FELL DOWN ON THE FLOOR, WHETHER IT, WERE FROM THE SORROW THAT AROSE UPON WHAT SAMUEL HAD SAID, OR FROM HIS EMPTINESS, FOR HE HAD TAKEN NO FOOD THE FOREGOING DAY NOR NIGHT, HE EASILY FELL QUITE DOWN: AND WHEN WITH DIFFICULTY HE HAD RECOVERED HIMSELF, THE WOMAN WOULD FORCE HIM TO EAT, BEGGING THIS OF HIM AS A FAVOR ON ACCOUNT OF HER CONCERN IN THAT DANGEROUS INSTANCE OF FORTUNE-TELLING, WHICH IT WAS NOT LAWFUL FOR HER TO HAVE DONE, BECAUSE OF THE FEAR SHE WAS UNDER OF THE KING, WHILE SHE KNEW NOT WHO HE WAS, YET DID SHE UNDERTAKE IT, AND GO THROUGH WITH IT; ON WHICH ACCOUNT SHE ENTREATED HIM TO ADMIT THAT A TABLE AND FOOD MIGHT BE SET BEFORE HIM, THAT HE MIGHT RECOVER HIS STRENGTH, AND SO GET SAFE TO HIS OWN CAMP. AND WHEN HE OPPOSED HER MOTION, AND ENTIRELY REJECTED IT, BY REASON OF HIS ANXIETY, SHE FORCED HIM, AND AT LAST PERSUADED HIM TO IT. NOW SHE HAD ONE CALF THAT SHE WAS VERY FOND OF, AND ONE THAT SHE TOOK A GREAT DEAL OF CARE OF, AND FED IT HERSELF; FOR SHE WAS A WOMAN THAT GOT HER LIVING BY THE LABOR OF HER OWN HANDS, AND HAD NO OTHER POSSESSION BUT THAT ONE CALF; THIS SHE KILLED, AND MADE READY ITS FLESH, AND SET IT BEFORE HIS SERVANTS AND HIMSELF. SO, SAUL CAME TO THE CAMP WHILE IT WAS YET NIGHT. 
4. NOW IT IS BUT JUST TO RECOMMEND THE GENEROSITY OF THIS WOMAN, BECAUSE WHEN THE KING HAD FORBIDDEN HER TO USE THAT ART WHENCE HER CIRCUMSTANCES WERE BETTERED AND IMPROVED, AND WHEN SHE HAD NEVER SEEN THE KING BEFORE, SHE STILL DID NOT REMEMBER TO HIS DISADVANTAGE THAT HE HAD CONDEMNED HER SORT OF LEARNING, AND DID NOT REFUSE HIM AS A STRANGER, AND ONE THAT SHE HAD HAD NO ACQUAINTANCE WITH; BUT SHE HAD COMPASSION UPON HIM, AND COMFORTED HIM, AND EXHORTED HIM TO DO WHAT HE WAS GREATLY AVERSE TO, AND OFFERED HIM THE ONLY CREATURE SHE HAD, AS A POOR WOMAN, AND THAT EARNESTLY, AND WITH GREAT HUMANITY, WHILE SHE HAD NO REQUITAL MADE HER FOR HER KINDNESS, NOR HUNTED AFTER ANY FUTURE FAVOR FROM HIM, FOR SHE KNEW HE WAS TO DIE; WHEREAS MEN ARE NATURALLY EITHER AMBITIOUS TO PLEASE THOSE THAT BESTOW BENEFITS UPON THEM, OR ARE VERY READY TO SERVE THOSE FROM WHOM THEY MAY RECEIVE SOME ADVANTAGE. IT WOULD BE WELL THEREFORE TO IMITATE THE EXAMPLE AND TO DO KINDNESSES TO ALL SUCH AS ARE IN WANT AND TO THINK THAT NOTHING IS BETTER, NOR MORE BECOMING MANKIND, THAN SUCH A GENERAL BENEFICENCE, NOR WHAT WILL SOONER RENDER GOD FAVORABLE, AND READY TO BESTOW GOOD THINGS UPON US. AND SO FAR, MAY SUFFICE TO HAVE SPOKEN CONCERNING THIS WOMAN. BUT I SHALL SPEAK FURTHER UPON ANOTHER SUBJECT, WHICH WILL AFFORD ME ALL OPPORTUNITY OF DISCOURSING ON WHAT IS FOR THE ADVANTAGE OF CITIES, AND PEOPLE, AND NATIONS, AND SUITED TO THE TASTE OF GOOD MEN, AND WILL ENCOURAGE THEM ALL IN THE PROSECUTION OF VIRTUE; AND IS CAPABLE OF SHOWING THEM THE OF ACQUIRING GLORY, AND AN EVERLASTING FAME; AND OF IMPRINTING IN THE KINGS OF NATIONS, AND THE RULERS OF CITIES, GREAT INCLINATION AND DILIGENCE OF DOING WELL; AS ALSO OF ENCOURAGING THEM TO UNDERGO DANGERS, AND TO DIE FOR THEIR COUNTRIES, AND OF INSTRUCTING THEM HOW TO DESPISE ALL THE MOST TERRIBLE ADVERSITIES: AND I HAVE A FAIR OCCASION OFFERED ME TO ENTER ON SUCH A DISCOURSE BY SAUL THE KING OF THE HEBREWS; FOR ALTHOUGH HE KNEW WHAT WAS COMING UPON HIM, AND THAT HE WAS TO DIE IMMEDIATELY, BY THE PREDICTION OF THE PROPHET, HE DID NOT RESOLVE TO FLY FROM DEATH, NOR SO FAR TO INDULGE THE LOVE OF LIFE AS TO BETRAY HIS OWN PEOPLE TO THE ENEMY, OR TO BRING A DISGRACE ON HIS ROYAL DIGNITY; BUT EXPOSING HIMSELF, AS WELL AS ALL HIS FAMILY AND CHILDREN, TO DANGERS, HE THOUGHT IT A BRAVE THING TO FALL TOGETHER WITH THEM, AS HE WAS FIGHTING FOR HIS SUBJECTS, AND THAT IT WAS BETTER HIS SONS SHOULD DIE THUS, SHOWING THEIR COURAGE, THAN TO LEAVE THEM TO THEIR UNCERTAIN CONDUCT AFTERWARD, WHILE, INSTEAD OF SUCCESSION AND POSTERITY, THEY GAINED COMMENDATION AND A LASTING NAME. SUCH A ONE ALONE SEEMS TO ME TO BE A JUST, A COURAGEOUS, AND A PRUDENT MAN; AND WHEN ANY ONE HAS ARRIVED AT THESE DISPOSITIONS, OR SHALL HEREAFTER ARRIVE AT THEM, HE IS THE MAN THAT OUGHT TO BE BY ALL HONORED WITH THE TESTIMONY OF A VIRTUOUS OR COURAGEOUS MAN: FOR AS TO THOSE THAT GO OUT TO WAR WITH HOPES OF SUCCESS, AND THAT THEY SHALL RETURN SAFE, SUPPOSING THEY SHOULD HAVE PERFORMED SOME GLORIOUS ACTION, I THINK THOSE DO NOT DO WELL WHO CALL THESE VALIANT MEN, AS SO MANY HISTORIANS AND OTHER WRITERS WHO TREAT OF THEM ARE WONT TO DO, ALTHOUGH I CONFESS THOSE DO JUSTLY DESERVE SOME COMMENDATION ALSO; BUT THOSE ONLY MAY BE STYLED COURAGEOUS AND BOLD IN GREAT UNDERTAKINGS, AND DESPISERS OF ADVERSITIES, WHO IMITATE SAUL: FOR AS FOR THOSE THAT DO NOT KNOW WHAT THE EVENT OF WAR WILL BE AS TO THEMSELVES, AND THOUGH THEY DO NOT FAINT IN IT, BUT DELIVER THEMSELVES UP TO UNCERTAIN FUTURITY, AND ARE TOSSED THIS WAY AND THAT WAY, THIS IS NOT SO VERY EMINENT AN INSTANCE OF A GENEROUS MIND, ALTHOUGH THEY HAPPEN TO PERFORM MANY GREAT EXPLOITS; BUT WHEN MEN'S MINDS EXPECT NO GOOD EVENT, BUT THEY KNOW BEFOREHAND THEY MUST DIE, AND THAT THEY MUST UNDERGO THAT DEATH IN THE BATTLE ALSO, AFTER THIS NEITHER TO BE AFFRIGHTED, NOR TO BE ASTONISHED AT THE TERRIBLE FATE THAT IS COMING, BUT TO GO DIRECTLY UPON IT, WHEN THEY KNOW IT BEFOREHAND, THIS IT IS THAT I ESTEEM THE CHARACTER OF A MAN TRULY COURAGEOUS. ACCORDINGLY, THIS SAUL DID, AND THEREBY DEMONSTRATED THAT ALL MEN WHO DESIRE FAME AFTER THEY ARE DEAD ARE SO TO ACT AS THEY MAY OBTAIN THE SAME: THIS ESPECIALLY CONCERNS KINGS, WHO OUGHT NOT TO THINK IT ENOUGH IN THEIR HIGH STATIONS THAT THEY ARE NOT WICKED IN THE GOVERNMENT OF THEIR SUBJECTS, BUT TO BE NO MORE THAN MODERATELY GOOD TO THEM. I COULD SAY MORE THAN THIS ABOUT SAUL AND HIS COURAGE, THE SUBJECT AFFORDING MATTER SUFFICIENT; BUT THAT I MAY NOT APPEAR TO RUN OUT IMPROPERLY IN HIS COMMENDATION, I RETURN AGAIN TO THAT HISTORY FROM WHICH I MADE THIS DIGRESSION. 
5. NOW WHEN THE PHILISTINES, AS I SAID BEFORE, HAD PITCHED THEIR CAMP, AND HAD TAKEN AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR FORCES, ACCORDING TO THEIR NATIONS, AND KINGDOMS, AND GOVERNMENTS, KING ACHISH CAME LAST OF ALL WITH HIS OWN ARMY; AFTER WHOM CAME DAVID WITH HIS SIX HUNDRED ARMED MEN. AND WHEN THE COMMANDERS OF THE PHILISTINES SAW HIM, THEY ASKED THE KING WHENCE THESE HEBREWS CAME, AND AT WHOSE INVITATION. HE ANSWERED THAT IT WAS DAVID, WHO WAS FLED AWAY FROM HIS MASTER SAUL, AND THAT HE HAD ENTERTAINED HIM WHEN HE CAME TO HIM, AND THAT NOW HE WAS WILLING TO MAKE HIM THIS REQUITAL FOR HIS FAVORS, AND TO AVENGE HIMSELF UPON SAUL, AND SO WAS BECOME HIS CONFEDERATE. THE COMMANDERS COMPLAINED OF THIS, THAT HE HAD TAKEN HIM FOR A CONFEDERATE WHO WAS AN ENEMY; AND GAVE HIM COUNSEL TO SEND HIM AWAY, LEST HE SHOULD UNAWARES DO HIS FRIENDS A GREAT DEAL OF MISCHIEF BY ENTERTAINING HIM, FOR THAT HE AFFORDED HIM AN OPPORTUNITY OF BEING RECONCILED TO HIS MASTER BY DOING A MISCHIEF TO OUR ARMY. THEY THEREUPON DESIRED HIM, OUT OF A PRUDENT FORESIGHT OF THIS, TO SEND HIM AWAY, WITH HIS SIX HUNDRED ARMED MEN, TO THE PLACE HE HAD GIVEN HIM FOR HIS HABITATION; FOR THAT THIS WAS THAT DAVID WHOM THE VIRGINS CELEBRATED IN THEIR HYMNS, AS HAVING DESTROYED MANY TEN-THOUSANDS OF THE PHILISTINES. WHEN THE KING OF GATH HEARD THIS, HE THOUGHT THEY SPOKE WELL; SO HE CALLED DAVID, AND SAID TO HIM, "AS FOR MYSELF, I CAN BEAR WITNESS THAT THOU HAST SHOWN GREAT DILIGENCE AND KINDNESS ABOUT ME, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT IT WAS THAT I TOOK THEE FOR MY CONFEDERATE; HOWEVER, WHAT I HAVE DONE DOES NOT PLEASE THE COMMANDERS OF THE PHILISTINES; GO THEREFORE WITHIN A DAY'S TIME TO THE PLACE I HAVE GIVEN THEE, WITHOUT SUSPECTING ANY HARM, AND THERE KEEP MY COUNTRY, LEST ANY OF OUR ENEMIES SHOULD MAKE AN INCURSION UPON IT, WHICH WILL BE ONE PART OF THAT ASSISTANCE WHICH I EXPECT FROM THEE." SO, DAVID CAME TO ZIKLAG, AS THE KING OF GATH BADE HIM; BUT IT HAPPENED, THAT WHILE HE WAS GONE TO THE ASSISTANCE OF THE PHILISTINES, THE AMALEKITES HAD MADE AN INCURSION, AND TAKEN ZIKLAG BEFORE, AND HAD BURNT IT; AND WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN A GREAT DEAL OF OTHER PREY OUT OF THAT PLACE, AND OUT OF THE OTHER PARTS OF THE PHILISTINES' COUNTRY, THEY DEPARTED. 
6. NOW WHEN DAVID FOUND THAT ZIKLAG WAS LAID WASTE, AND THAT IT WAS ALL SPOILED, AND THAT AS WELL HIS OWN WIVES, WHO WERE TWO, AS THE WIVES OF HIS COMPANIONS, WITH THEIR CHILDREN, WERE MADE CAPTIVES, HE PRESENTLY RENT HIS CLOTHES, WEEPING AND LAMENTING, TOGETHER WITH HIS FRIENDS; AND INDEED HE WAS SO CAST DOWN WITH THESE MISFORTUNES, THAT AT LENGTH TEARS THEMSELVES FAILED HIM. HE WAS ALSO IN DANGER OF BEING STONED TO DEATH BY HIS COMPANIONS, WHO WERE GREATLY AFFLICTED AT THE CAPTIVITY OF THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, FOR THEY LAID THE BLAME UPON HIM OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED. BUT WHEN HE HAD RECOVERED HIMSELF OUT OF HIS GRIEF, AND HAD RAISED UP HIS MIND TO GOD, HE DESIRED THE HIGH PRIEST ABIATHAR TO PUT ON HIS SACERDOTAL GARMENTS, AND TO INQUIRE OF GOD, AND TO PROPHESY TO HIM, WHETHER GOD WOULD GRANT; THAT IF HE PURSUED AFTER THE AMALEKITES, HE SHOULD OVERTAKE THEM, AND SAVE THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN, AND AVENGE HIMSELF ON THE ENEMIES. AND WHEN THE HIGH PRIEST BADE HIM TO PURSUE AFTER THEM, HE MARCHED APACE, WITH HIS FOUR HUNDRED MEN, AFTER THE ENEMY; AND WHEN HE WAS COME TO A CERTAIN BROOK CALLED BESOR, AND HAD LIGHTED UPON ONE THAT WAS WANDERING ABOUT, AN EGYPTIAN BY BIRTH, WHO WAS ALMOST DEAD WITH WANT AND FAMINE, (FOR HE HAD CONTINUED WANDERING ABOUT WITHOUT FOOD IN THE WILDERNESS THREE DAYS,) HE FIRST OF ALL GAVE HIM SUSTENANCE, BOTH MEAT AND DRINK, AND THEREBY REFRESHED HIM. HE THEN ASKED HIM TO WHOM HE BELONGED, AND WHENCE HE CAME. WHEREUPON THE MAN TOLD HIM HE WAS AN EGYPTIAN BY BIRTH, AND WAS LEFT BEHIND BY HIS MASTER, BECAUSE HE WAS SO SICK AND WEAK THAT HE COULD NOT FOLLOW HIM. HE ALSO INFORMED HIM THAT HE WAS ONE OF THOSE WHO HAD BURNT AND PLUNDERED, NOT ONLY OTHER PARTS OF JUDEA, BUT ZIKLAG ITSELF ALSO. SO DAVID MADE USE OF HIM AS A GUIDE TO FIND OAT THE AMALEKITES; AND WHEN HE HAD OVERTAKEN THEM, AS THEY LAY SCATTERED ABOUT ON THE GROUND, SOME AT DINNER, SOME DISORDERED, AND ENTIRELY DRUNK WITH WINE, AND IN THE FRUITION OF THEIR SPOILS AND THEIR PREY, HE FELL UPON THEM ON THE SUDDEN, AND MADE A GREAT SLAUGHTER AMONG THEM; FOR THEY WERE NAKED, AND EXPECTED NO SUCH THING, BUT HAD BETAKEN THEMSELVES TO DRINKING AND FEASTING; AND SO THEY WERE ALL EASILY DESTROYED. NOW SOME OF THEM THAT WERE OVERTAKEN AS THEY LAY AT THE TABLE WERE SLAIN IN THAT POSTURE, AND THEIR BLOOD BROUGHT UP WITH IT THEIR MEAT AND THEIR DRINK. THEY SLEW OTHERS OF THEM AS THEY WERE DRINKING TO ONE ANOTHER IN THEIR CUPS, AND SOME OF THEM WHEN THEIR FULL BELLIES HAD MADE THEM FALL ASLEEP; AND FOR SO MANY AS HAD TIME TO PUT ON THEIR ARMOR, THEY SLEW THEM WITH THE SWORD, WITH NO LESS CASE THAN THEY DID THOSE THAT WERE NAKED; AND FOR THE PARTISANS OF DAVID, THEY CONTINUED ALSO THE SLAUGHTER FROM THE FIRST HOUR OF THE DAY TO THE EVENING, SO THAT THERE WERE, NOT ABOVE FOUR HUNDRED OF THE AMALEKITES LEFT; AND THEY ONLY ESCAPED BY GETTING UPON THEIR DROMEDARIES AND CAMELS. ACCORDINGLY, DAVID RECOVERED NOT ONLY ALL THE OTHER SPOILS WHICH THE ENEMY HAD CARRIED AWAY, BUT HIS WIVES ALSO, AND THE WIVES OF HIS COMPANIONS. BUT WHEN THEY WERE COME TO THE PLACE WHERE THEY HAD LEFT THE TWO HUNDRED MEN, WHICH WERE NOT ABLE TO FOLLOW THEM, BUT WERE LEFT TO TAKE CARE OF THE STUFF, THE FOUR HUNDRED MEN DID NOT THINK FIT TO DIVIDE AMONG THEM ANY OTHER PARTS OF WHAT THEY HAD GOTTEN, OR OF THE PREY, SINCE THEY DID NOT ACCOMPANY THEM, BUT PRETENDED TO BE FEEBLE, AND DID NOT FOLLOW THEM IN PURSUIT OF THE ENEMY, BUT SAID THEY SHOULD BE CONTENTED TO HAVE SAFELY RECOVERED THEIR WIVES; YET DID DAVID PRONOUNCE THAT THIS OPINION OF THEIRS WAS EVIL AND UNJUST, AND THAT WHEN GOD HAD GRANTED THEM SUCH A FAVOR, THAT THEY HAD AVENGED THEMSELVES ON THEIR ENEMIES, AND HAD RECOVERED ALL THAT BELONGED TO THEMSELVES, THEY SHOULD MAKE AN EQUAL DISTRIBUTION OF WHAT THEY HAD GOTTEN TO ALL, BECAUSE THE REST HAD TARRIED BEHIND TO GUARD THEIR STUFF; AND FROM THAT TIME THIS LAW OBTAINED AMONG THEM, THAT THOSE WHO GUARDED THE STUFF, SHOULD RECEIVE AN EQUAL SHARE WITH THOSE THAT FOUGHT IN THE BATTLE. NOW WHEN DAVID WAS COME TO ZIKLAG, HE SENT PORTIONS OF THE SPOILS TO ALL THAT HAD BEEN FAMILIAR WITH HIM, AND TO HIS FRIENDS IN THE TRIBE OF JUDAH. AND THUS, ENDED THE AFFAIRS OF THE PLUNDERING OF ZIKLAG, AND OF THE SLAUGHTER OF THE AMALEKITES. 
7. NOW UPON THE PHILISTINES JOINING BATTLE, THERE FOLLOWED A SHARP ENGAGEMENT, AND THE PHILISTINE, BECAME THE CONQUERORS, AND SLEW A GREAT NUMBER OF THEIR ENEMIES; BUT SAUL THE KING OF ISRAEL, AND HIS SONS, FOUGHT COURAGEOUSLY, AND WITH THE UTMOST ALACRITY, AS KNOWING THAT THEIR ENTIRE GLORY LAY IN NOTHING ELSE BUT DYING HONORABLY, AND EXPOSING THEMSELVES TO THE UTMOST DANGER FROM THE ENEMY (FOR THEY HAD NOTHING ELSE TO HOPE FOR); SO THEY BROUGHT UPON THEMSELVES THE WHOLE POWER OF THE ENEMY, TILL THEY WERE ENCOMPASSED ROUND AND SLAIN, BUT NOT BEFORE THEY HAD KILLED MANY OF THE PHILISTINES NOW THE SONS OF SAUL WERE JONATHAN, AND ABINADAB, AND MALCHISUA; AND WHEN THESE WERE SLAIN THE MULTITUDE OF THE HEBREWS WERE PUT TO FLIGHT, AND ALL WAS DISORDER, AND CONFUSION, AND SLAUGHTER, UPON THE PHILISTINES PRESSING IN UPON THEM. BUT SAUL HIMSELF FLED, HAVING A STRONG BODY OF SOLDIERS ABOUT HIM; AND UPON THE PHILISTINES SENDING AFTER THEM THOSE THAT THREW JAVELINS AND SHOT ARROWS, HE LOST ALL HIS COMPANY EXCEPT A FEW. AS FOR HIMSELF, HE FOUGHT WITH GREAT BRAVERY; AND WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED SO MANY WOUNDS, THAT HE WAS NOT ABLE TO BEAR UP NOR TO OPPOSE ANY LONGER, AND YET WAS NOT ABLE TO KILL HIMSELF, HE BADE HIS ARMOR-BEARER DRAW HIS SWORD, AND RUN HIM THROUGH, BEFORE THE ENEMY SHOULD TAKE HIM ALIVE. BUT HIS ARMORBEARER NOT DARING TO KILL HIS MASTER, HE DREW HIS OWN SWORD, AND PLACING HIMSELF OVER AGAINST ITS POINT, HE THREW HIMSELF UPON IT; AND WHEN HE COULD NEITHER RUN IT THROUGH HIM, NOR, BY LEANING AGAINST IT, MAKE THE SWORD PASS THROUGH HIM, HE TURNED HIM ROUND, AND ASKED A CERTAIN YOUNG MAN THAT STOOD BY WHO HE WAS; AND WHEN HE UNDERSTOOD THAT HE WAS AN AMALEKITE, HE DESIRED HIM TO FORCE THE SWORD THROUGH HIM, BECAUSE HE WAS NOT ABLE TO DO IT WITH HIS OWN HANDS, AND THEREBY TO PROCURE HIM SUCH A DEATH AS HE DESIRED. THIS THE YOUNG MAN DID ACCORDINGLY; AND HE TOOK THE GOLDEN BRACELET THAT WAS ON SAUL'S ARM, AND HIS ROYAL CROWN THAT WAS ON HIS HEAD, AND RAN AWAY. AND WHEN SAUL'S ARMOR-BEARER SAW THAT HE WAS SLAIN, HE KILLED HIMSELF; NOR DID ANY OF THE KING'S GUARDS ESCAPE, BUT THEY ALL FELL UPON THE MOUNTAIN CALLED GILBOA. BUT WHEN THOSE HEBREWS THAT DWELT IN THE VALLEY BEYOND JORDAN, AND THOSE WHO HAD THEIR CITIES IN THE PLAIN, HEARD THAT SAUL AND HIS SONS WERE FALLEN, AND THAT THE MULTITUDE ABOUT THEM WERE DESTROYED, THEY LEFT THEIR OWN CITIES, AND FLED TO SUCH AS WERE THE BEST FORTIFIED AND FENCED; AND THE PHILISTINES, FINDING THOSE CITIES DESERTED, CAME AND DWELT IN THEM. 
8. ON THE NEXT DAY, WHEN THE PHILISTINES CAME TO STRIP THEIR ENEMIES THAT WERE SLAIN, THEY GOT THE BODIES OF SAUL AND OF HIS SONS, AND STRIPPED THEM, AND CUT OFF THEIR HEADS; AND THEY SENT MESSENGERS ALL ABOUT THEIR COUNTRY, TO ACQUAINT THEM THAT THEIR ENEMIES WERE FALLEN; AND THEY DEDICATED THEIR ARMOR IN THE TEMPLE OF ASTARTE, BUT HUNG THEIR BODIES ON CROSSES AT THE WALLS OF THE CITY BETHSHUN, WHICH IS NOW CALLED SCYTHEPOLLS. BUT WHEN THE INHABITANTS OF JABESH-GILEAD HEARD THAT THEY HAD DISMEMBERED THE DEAD BODIES OF SAUL AND OF HIS SONS, THEY DEEMED IT SO HORRID A THING TO OVERLOOK THIS BARBARITY, AND TO SUFFER THEM TO BE WITHOUT FUNERAL RITES, THAT THE MOST COURAGEOUS AND HARDY AMONG THEM (AND INDEED THAT CITY HAD IN IT MEN THAT WERE VERY STOUT BOTH IN BODY AND MIND) JOURNEYED ALL NIGHT, AND CAME TO BETHSHUN, AND APPROACHED TO THE ENEMY'S WALL, AND TAKING DOWN THE BODIES OF SAUL AND OF HIS SONS, THEY CARRIED THEM TO JABESH, WHILE THE ENEMY WERE NOT ABLE ENOUGH NOR BOLD ENOUGH TO HINDER THEM, BECAUSE OF THEIR GREAT COURAGE. SO, THE PEOPLE OF JABESH WEPT ALL IN GENERAL, AND BURIED THEIR BODIES IN THE BEST PLACE OF THEIR COUNTRY, WHICH WAS NAMED AREURN; AND THEY OBSERVED A PUBLIC MOURNING FOR THEM SEVEN DAYS, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, BEATING THEIR BREASTS, AND LAMENTING THE KING AND HIS SONS, WITHOUT EITHER TASTING MEAT OR DRINK [TILL THE EVENING.] 
9. TO THIS HIS END DID SAUL COME, ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECY OF SAMUEL, BECAUSE HE DISOBEYED THE COMMANDS OF GOD ABOUT THE AMALEKITES, AND ON THE ACCOUNT OF HIS DESTROYING THE FAMILY OF AHIMELECH THE HIGH PRIEST, WITH AHIMELECH HIMSELF, AND THE CITY OF THE HIGH PRIESTS. NOW SAUL, WHEN HE HAD REIGNED EIGHTEEN YEARS WHILE SAMUEL WAS ALIVE, AND AFTER HIS DEATH TWO [AND TWENTY], ENDED HIS LIFE IN THIS MANNER.  
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK VII
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF FORTY YEARS FROM THE DEATH OF SAUL TO THE DEATH OF DAVID
CHAPTER 1. HOW DAVID REIGNED OVER ONE TRIBE AT HEBRON WHILE THE SON OF SAUL REIGNED OVER THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE, AND HOW, IN THE CIVIL WAR WHICH THEN AROSE ASAHEL AND ABNER WERE SLAIN. 
1. THIS FIGHT PROVED TO BE ON THE SAME DAY WHEREON DAVID WAS COME BACK TO ZIKLAG, AFTER HE HAD OVERCOME THE AMALEKITES. NOW WHEN HE HAD BEEN ALREADY TWO DAYS AT ZIKLAG, THERE CAME TO HIM THE MAN WHO SLEW SAUL, WHICH WAS THE THIRD DAY AFTER THE FIGHT. HE HAD ESCAPED OUT OF THE BATTLE WHICH THE ISRAELITES HAD WITH THE PHILISTINES, AND HAD HIS CLOTHES RENT, AND ASHES UPON HIS HEAD. AND WHEN HE MADE HIS OBEISANCE TO DAVID, HE INQUIRED OF HIM WHENCE HE CAME. HE REPLIED, FROM THE BATTLE OF THE ISRAELITES; AND HE INFORMED HIM THAT THE END OF IT WAS UNFORTUNATE, MANY TEN-THOUSANDS OF THE ISRAELITES HAVING BEEN CUT OFF, AND SAUL, TOGETHER WITH HIS SONS, SLAIN. HE ALSO SAID THAT HE COULD WELL GIVE HIM THIS INFORMATION, BECAUSE HE WAS PRESENT AT THE VICTORY GAINED OVER THE HEBREWS, AND WAS WITH THE KING WHEN HE FLED. NOR DID HE DENY THAT HE HAD HIMSELF SLAIN THE KING, WHEN HE WAS READY TO BE TAKEN BY THE ENEMY, AND HE HIMSELF EXHORTED HIM TO DO IT, BECAUSE, WHEN HE WAS FALLEN ON HIS SWORD, HIS GREAT WOUNDS HAD MADE HIM SO WEAK THAT HE WAS NOT ABLE TO KILL HIMSELF. HE ALSO PRODUCED DEMONSTRATIONS THAT THE KING WAS SLAIN, WHICH WERE THE GOLDEN BRACELETS THAT HAD BEEN ON THE KING'S ARMS, AND HIS CROWN, WHICH HE HAD TAKEN AWAY FROM SAUL'S DEAD BODY, AND HAD BROUGHT THEM TO HIM. SO, DAVID HAVING NO LONGER ANY ROOM TO CALL IN QUESTION THE TRUTH OF WHAT HE SAID, BUT SEEING MOST EVIDENT MARKS THAT SAUL WAS DEAD, HE RENT HIS GARMENTS, AND CONTINUED ALL THAT DAY WITH HIS COMPANIONS IN WEEPING AND LAMENTATION. THIS GRIEF WAS AUGMENTED BY THE CONSIDERATION OF JONATHAN; THE SON OF SAUL, WHO HAD BEEN HIS MOST FAITHFUL FRIEND, AND THE OCCASION OF HIS OWN DELIVERANCE. HE ALSO DEMONSTRATED HIMSELF TO HAVE SUCH GREAT VIRTUE, AND SUCH GREAT KINDNESS FOR SAUL, AS NOT ONLY TO TAKE HIS DEATH TO HEART, THOUGH HE HAD BEEN FREQUENTLY IN DANGER OF LOSING HIS LIFE BY HIS MEANS, BUT TO PUNISH HIM THAT SLEW HIM; FOR WHEN DAVID HAD SAID TO HIM THAT HE WAS BECOME HIS OWN ACCUSER, AS THE VERY MAN WHO HAD SLAIN THE KING, AND WHEN HE HAD UNDERSTOOD THAT HE WAS THE SON OF AN AMALEKITE, HE COMMANDED HIM TO BE SLAIN. HE ALSO COMMITTED TO WRITING SOME LAMENTATIONS AND FUNERAL COMMENDATIONS OF SAUL AND JONATHAN, WHICH HAVE CONTINUED TO MY OWN AGE. 
2. NOW WHEN DAVID HAD PAID THESE HONORS TO THE KING, HE LEFT OFF HIS MOURNING, AND INQUIRED OF GOD BY THE PROPHET WHICH OF THE CITIES OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH HE WOULD BESTOW UPON HIM TO DWELL IN; WHO ANSWERED THAT HE BESTOWED UPON HIM HEBRON. SO, HE LEFT ZIKLAG, AND CAME TO HEBRON, AND TOOK WITH HIM HIS WIVES, WHO WERE IN NUMBER TWO, AND HIS ARMED MEN; WHEREUPON ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE FOREMENTIONED TRIBE CAME TO HIM, AND ORDAINED HIM THEIR KING. BUT WHEN HE HEARD THAT THE INHABITANTS OF JABESH-GILEAD HAD BURIED SAUL AND HIS SONS [HONORABLY], HE SENT TO THEM AND COMMENDED THEM, AND TOOK WHAT THEY HAD DONE KINDLY, AND PROMISED TO MAKE THEM AMENDS FOR THEIR CARE OF THOSE THAT WERE DEAD; AND AT THE SAME TIME, HE INFORMED THEM THAT THE TRIBE OF JUDAH HAD CHOSEN HIM FOR THEIR KING. 
3. BUT AS SOON AS ABNER, THE SON OF NER, WHO WAS GENERAL OF SAUL'S ARMY, AND A VERY ACTIVE MAN, AND GOOD-NATURED, KNEW THAT THE KING, AND JONATHAN, AND HIS TWO OTHER SONS, WERE FALLEN IN THE BATTLE, HE MADE HASTE INTO THE CAMP; AND TAKING AWAY WITH HIM THE REMAINING SON OF SAUL, WHOSE NAME WAS ISHBOSHETH, HE PASSED OVER TO THE LAND BEYOND JORDAN, AND ORDAINED HIM THE KING OF THE WHOLE MULTITUDE, EXCEPTING THE TRIBE OF JUDAH; AND MADE HIS ROYAL SEAT IN A PLACE CALLED IN OUR OWN LANGUAGE MAHANAIM, BUT IN THE LANGUAGE OF THE GRECIANS, THE CAMPS; FROM WHENCE ABNER MADE HASTE WITH A SELECT BODY OF SOLDIERS, TO FIGHT WITH SUCH OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH AS WERE DISPOSED TO IT, FOR HE WAS ANGRY THAT THIS TRIBE HAD SET UP DAVID FOR THEIR KING. BUT JOAB, WHOSE FATHER WAS SURI, AND HIS MOTHER ZERUIAH, DAVID'S SISTER, WHO WAS GENERAL OF DAVID'S ARMY, MET HIM, ACCORDING TO DAVID'S APPOINTMENT. HE HAD WITH HIM HIS BRETHREN, ABISTIAI AND ASAHEL, AS ALSO ALL DAVID'S ARMED MEN. NOW WHEN HE MET ABNER AT A CERTAIN FOUNTAIN, IN THE CITY OF GIBEON, HE PREPARED TO FIGHT. AND WHEN ABNER SAID TO HIM, THAT HE HAD A MIND TO KNOW WHICH OF THEM HAD THE MORE VALIANT SOLDIERS, IT WAS AGREED BETWEEN THEM THAT TWELVE SOLDIERS OF EACH SIDE SHOULD FIGHT TOGETHER. SO THOSE THAT WERE CHOSEN OUT BY BOTH THE GENERALS FOR THIS FIGHT CAME BETWEEN THE TWO ARMIES, AND THROWING THEIR LANCES ONE AGAINST THE OTHER, THEY DREW THEIR SWORDS, AND CATCHING ONE ANOTHER BY THE HEAD, THEY HELD ONE ANOTHER FAST, AND RAN EACH OTHER'S SWORDS INTO THEIR SIDES AND GROINS, UNTIL THEY ALL, AS IT WERE BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT, PERISHED TOGETHER. WHEN THESE WERE FALLEN DOWN DEAD, THE REST OF THE ARMY CAME TO A SORE BATTLE, AND ABNER'S MEN WERE BEATEN; AND WHEN THEY WERE BEATEN, JOAB DID NOT LEAVE OFF PURSUING THEM, BUT HE PRESSED UPON THEM, AND EXCITED THE SOLDIERS TO FOLLOW THEM CLOSE, AND NOT TO GROW WEARY OF KILLING THEM. HIS BRETHREN ALSO PURSUED THEM WITH GREAT ALACRITY, ESPECIALLY THE YOUNGER, ASAHEL, WHO WAS THE MOST EMINENT OF THEM. HE WAS VERY FAMOUS FOR HIS SWIFTNESS OF FOOT, FOR HE COULD NOT ONLY BE TOO HARD FOR MEN, BUT IS REPORTED TO HAVE OVERRUN A HORSE, WHEN THEY HAD A RACE TOGETHER. THIS ASAHEL RAN VIOLENTLY AFTER ABNER, AND WOULD NOT TURN IN THE LEAST OUT OF THE STRAIGHT WAY, EITHER TO THE ONE SIDE OR TO THE OTHER. HEREUPON ABNER TURNED BACK, AND ATTEMPTED ARTFULLY TO AVOID HIS VIOLENCE. SOMETIMES HE BADE HIM LEAVE OFF THE PURSUIT, AND TAKE THE ARMOR OF ONE OF HIS SOLDIERS; AND SOMETIMES, WHEN HE COULD NOT PERSUADE HIM SO TO DO, HE EXHORTED HIM TO RESTRAIN HIMSELF, AND NOT TO PURSUE HIM ANY LONGER, LEST HE SHOULD FORCE HIM TO KILL HIM, AND HE SHOULD THEN NOT BE ABLE TO LOOK HIS BROTHER IN THE FACE: BUT WHEN ASAHEL WOULD NOT ADMIT OF ANY PERSUASIONS, BUT STILL CONTINUED TO PURSUE HIM, ABNER SMOTE HIM WITH HIS SPEAR, AS HE HELD IT IN HIS FLIGHT, AND THAT BY A BACK-STROKE, AND GAVE HIM A DEADLY WOUND, SO THAT HE DIED IMMEDIATELY; BUT THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM PURSUING ABNER, WHEN THEY CAME TO THE PLACE WHERE ASAHEL LAY, THEY STOOD ROUND ABOUT THE DEAD BODY, AND LEFT OFF THE PURSUIT OF THE ENEMY. HOWEVER, BOTH JOAB HIMSELF, AND HIS BROTHER ABISHAI, RAN PAST THE DEAD CORPSE, AND MAKING THEIR ANGER AT THE DEATH OF ASAHEL AN OCCASION OF GREATER ZEAL AGAINST ABNER, THEY WENT ON WITH INCREDIBLE HASTE AND ALACRITY, AND PURSUED ABNER TO A CERTAIN PLACE CALLED AMMAH: IT WAS ABOUT SUN-SET. THEN DID JOAB ASCEND A CERTAIN HILL, AS HE STOOD AT THAT PLACE, HAVING THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN WITH HIM, WHENCE HE TOOK A VIEW OF THEM, AND OF ABNER ALSO. HEREUPON ABNER CRIED ALOUD, AND SAID THAT IT WAS NOT FIT THAT THEY SHOULD IRRITATE MEN OF THE SAME NATION TO FIGHT SO BITTERLY ONE AGAINST ANOTHER; THAT AS FOR ASAHEL HIS BROTHER, HE WAS HIMSELF IN THE WRONG, WHEN HE WOULD NOT BE ADVISED BY HIM NOT TO PURSUE HIM ANY FARTHER, WHICH WAS THE OCCASION OF HIS WOUNDING AND DEATH. SO JOAB CONSENTED TO WHAT HE SAID, AND ACCEPTED THESE HIS WORDS AS AN EXCUSE [ABOUT ASAHEL], AND CALLED THE SOLDIERS BACK WITH THE SOUND OF THE TRUMPET, AS A SIGNAL FOR THEIR RETREAT, AND THEREBY PUT A STOP TO ANY FURTHER PURSUIT. AFTER WHICH JOAB PITCHED HIS CAMP THERE THAT NIGHT; BUT ABNER MARCHED ALL THAT NIGHT, AND PASSED OVER THE RIVER JORDAN, AND CAME TO ISHBOSHETH, SAUL'S SON, TO MAHANAIM. ON THE NEXT DAY JOAB COUNTED THE DEAD MEN, AND TOOK CARE OF ALL THEIR FUNERALS. NOW THERE WERE SLAIN OF ABNER'S SOLDIERS ABOUT THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY; BUT OF THOSE OF DAVID NINETEEN, AND ASAHEL, WHOSE BODY JOAB AND ABISHAI CARRIED TO BETHLEHEM; AND WHEN THEY HAD BURIED HIM IN THE SEPULCHER OF THEIR FATHERS, THEY CAME TO DAVID TO HEBRON. FROM THIS TIME THEREFORE THERE BEGAN AN INTESTINE WAR, WHICH LASTED A GREAT WHILE, IN WHICH THE FOLLOWERS OF DAVID GREW STRONGER IN THE DANGERS THEY UNDERWENT, AND THE SERVANTS AND SUBJECTS OF SAUL'S SONS DID ALMOST EVERY DAY BECOME WEAKER. 
4. ABOUT THIS TIME DAVID WAS BECOME THE FATHER OF SIX SONS, BORN OF AS MANY MOTHERS. THE ELDEST WAS BY AHINOAM, AND HE WAS CALLED ARENON; THE SECOND WAS DANIEL, BY HIS WIFE ABIGAIL; THE NAME OF THE THIRD WAS ABSALOM, BY MAACAH, THE DAUGHTER OF TALMAI, KING OF GESHUR; THE FOURTH HE NAMED ADONIJAH, BY HIS WIFE HAGGITH; THE FIFTH WAS SHEPHATIAH, BY ABITAL; THE SIXTH HE CALLED ITHREAM, BY EGLAH. NOW WHILE THIS INTESTINE WAR WENT ON, AND THE SUBJECTS OF THE TWO KINGS CAME FREQUENTLY TO ACTION AND TO FIGHTING, IT WAS ABNER, THE GENERAL OF THE HOST OF SAUL'S SON, WHO, BY HIS PRUDENCE, AND THE GREAT INTEREST HE HAD AMONG THE MULTITUDE, MADE THEM ALL CONTINUE WITH ISHBOSHETH; AND INDEED IT WAS A CONSIDERABLE TIME THAT THEY CONTINUED OF HIS PARTY; BUT AFTERWARDS ABNER WAS BLAMED, AND AN ACCUSATION WAS LAID AGAINST HIM, THAT HE WENT IN UNTO SAUL'S CONCUBINE: HER NAME WAS RISPAH, THE DAUGHTER OF AIAH. SO, WHEN HE WAS COMPLAINED OF BY ISHBOSHETH, HE WAS VERY UNEASY AND ANGRY AT IT, BECAUSE HE HAD NOT JUSTICE DONE HIM BY ISHBOSHETH, TO WHOM HE HAD SHOWN THE GREATEST KINDNESS; WHEREUPON HE THREATENED TO TRANSFER THE KINGDOM TO DAVID, AND DEMONSTRATE THAT HE DID NOT RULE OVER THE PEOPLE BEYOND JORDAN BY HIS OWN ABILITIES AND WISDOM, BUT BY HIS WARLIKE CONDUCT AND FIDELITY IN LEADING HIS ARMY. SO HE SENT AMBASSADORS TO HEBRON TO DAVID, AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD GIVE HIM SECURITY UPON OATH THAT HE WOULD ESTEEM HIM HIS COMPANION AND HIS FRIEND, UPON CONDITION THAT HE SHOULD PERSUADE THE PEOPLE TO LEAVE SAUL'S SON, AND CHOOSE HIM KING OF THE WHOLE COUNTRY; AND WHEN DAVID HAD MADE THAT LEAGUE WITH ABNER, FOR HE WAS PLEASED WITH HIS MESSAGE TO HIM, HE DESIRED THAT HE WOULD GIVE THIS AS THE FIRST MARK OF PERFORMANCE OF THE PRESENT LEAGUE, THAT HE MIGHT HAVE HIS WIFE MICHAL RESTORED TO HIM, AS HER WHOM HE HAD PURCHASED WITH GREAT HAZARDS, AND WITH THOSE SIX HUNDRED HEADS OF THE PHILISTINES WHICH HE HAD BROUGHT TO SAUL HER FATHER. SO, ABNER TOOK MICHAL FROM PHALTIEL, WHO WAS THEN HER HUSBAND, AND SENT HER TO DAVID, ISHBOSHETH HIMSELF AFFORDING HIM HIS ASSISTANCE, FOR DAVID HAD WRITTEN TO HIM THAT OF RIGHT HE OUGHT TO HAVE THIS HIS WIFE RESTORED TO HIM. ABNER ALSO CALLED TOGETHER THE ELDERS OF THE MULTITUDE, THE COMMANDERS AND CAPTAINS OF THOUSANDS, AND SPOKE THUS TO THEM: THAT HE HAD FORMERLY DISSUADED THEM FROM THEIR OWN RESOLUTION, WHEN THEY WERE READY TO FORSAKE ISHBOSHETH, AND TO JOIN THEMSELVES TO DAVID; THAT, HOWEVER, HE NOW GAVE THEM LEAVE SO TO DO, IF THEY HAD A MIND TO IT, FOR THEY KNEW THAT GOD HAD APPOINTED DAVID TO BE KING OF ALL THE HEBREWS BY SAMUEL THE PROPHET; AND HAD FORETOLD THAT HE SHOULD PUNISH THE PHILISTINES, AND OVERCOME THEM, AND BRING THEM UNDER. NOW WHEN THE ELDERS AND RULERS HEARD THIS, AND UNDERSTOOD THAT ABNER WAS COME OVER TO THOSE SENTIMENTS ABOUT THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS WHICH THEY WERE OF BEFORE, THEY CHANGED THEIR MEASURES, AND CAME IN TO DAVID. WHEN THESE MEN HAD AGREED TO ABNER'S PROPOSAL, HE CALLED TOGETHER THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, FOR ALL OF THAT TRIBE WERE THE GUARDS OF ISHBOSHETH'S BODY, AND HE SPOKE TO THEM TO THE SAME PURPOSE. AND WHEN HE SAW THAT THEY DID NOT IN THE LEAST OPPOSE WHAT HE SAID, BUT RESIGNED THEMSELVES UP TO HIS OPINION, HE TOOK ABOUT TWENTY OF HIS FRIENDS AND CAME TO DAVID, IN ORDER TO RECEIVE HIMSELF SECURITY UPON OATH FROM HIM; FOR WE MAY JUSTLY ESTEEM THOSE THINGS TO BE FIRMER WHICH EVERY ONE OF US DO BY OURSELVES, THEN THOSE WHICH WE DO BY ANOTHER. HE ALSO GAVE HIM AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT HE HAD SAID TO THE RULERS, AND TO THE WHOLE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN; AND WHEN DAVID HAD RECEIVED HIM IN A COURTEOUS MANNER, AND HAD TREATED HIM WITH GREAT HOSPITALITY FOR MANY DAYS, ABNER, WHEN HE WAS DISMISSED, DESIRED HIM TO BRING THE MULTITUDE WITH HIM, THAT HE MIGHT DELIVER UP THE GOVERNMENT TO HIM, WHEN DAVID HIMSELF WAS PRESENT, AND A SPECTATOR OF WHAT WAS DONE. 
5. WHEN DAVID HAD SENT ABNER AWAY, JOAB, THE OF HIS ARMY, CAME IMMEDIATELY TO HEBRON; HE HAD UNDERSTOOD THAT ABNER HAD BEEN WITH DAVID, AND HAD PARTED WITH HIM A LITTLE BEFORE UNDER LEAGUES AND AGREEMENTS THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE DELIVERED UP TO DAVID, HE FEARED LEST DAVID SHOULD PLACE ABNER, WHO HAD ASSISTED HIM TO GAIN THE KINGDOM, IN THE FIRST RANK OF DIGNITY, ESPECIALLY SINCE HE WAS A SHREWD MAN IN OTHER RESPECTS, IN UNDERSTANDING AFFAIRS, AND IN MANAGING THEM ARTFULLY, AS PROPER SEASONS SHOULD REQUIRE, AND THAT HE SHOULD HIMSELF BE PUT LOWER, AND BE DEPRIVED OF THE COMMAND OF THE ARMY; SO HE TOOK A KNAVISH AND A WICKED COURSE. IN THE FIRST PLACE, HE ENDEAVORED TO CALUMNIATE ABNER TO THE KING, EXHORTING HIM TO HAVE A CARE OF HIM, AND NOT TO GIVE ATTENTION TO WHAT HE HAD ENGAGED TO DO FOR HIM, BECAUSE ALL HE DID TENDED TO CONFIRM THE GOVERNMENT TO SAUL'S SON; THAT HE CAME TO HIM DECEITFULLY AND WITH GUILE, AND WAS GONE AWAY IN HOPES OF GAINING HIS PURPOSE BY THIS MANAGEMENT: BUT WHEN HE COULD NOT THUS PERSUADE DAVID, NOR SAW HIM AT ALL EXASPERATED, HE BETOOK HIMSELF TO A PROJECT BOLDER THAN THE FORMER: - HE DETERMINED TO KILL ABNER; AND IN ORDER THERETO, HE SENT SOME MESSENGERS AFTER HIM, TO WHOM HE GAVE IN CHARGE, THAT WHEN THEY SHOULD OVERTAKE HIM, THEY SHOULD RECALL HIM IN DAVID'S NAME, AND TELL HIM THAT HE HAD SOMEWHAT TO SAY TO HIM ABOUT HIS AFFAIRS, WHICH HE HAD NOT REMEMBERED TO SPEAK OF WHEN HE WAS WITH HIM. NOW WHEN ABNER HEARD WHAT THE MESSENGERS SAID, (FOR THEY OVERTOOK HIM IN A CERTAIN PLACE CALLED BESIRA, WHICH WAS DISTANT FROM HEBRON TWENTY FURLONGS,) HE SUSPECTED NONE OF THE MISCHIEF WHICH WAS BEFALLING HIM, AND CAME BACK. HEREUPON JOAB MET HIM IN THE GATE, AND RECEIVED HIM IN THE KINDEST MANNER, AS IF HE WERE ABNER'S MOST BENEVOLENT ACQUAINTANCE AND FRIEND; FOR SUCH AS UNDERTAKE THE VILEST ACTIONS, IN ORDER TO PREVENT THE SUSPICION OF ANY PRIVATE MISCHIEF INTENDED, DO FREQUENTLY MAKE THE GREATEST PRETENSES TO WHAT REALLY GOOD MEN SINCERELY DO. SO HE TOOK HIM ASIDE FROM HIS OWN FOLLOWERS, AS IF HE WOULD SPEAK WITH HIM IN PRIVATE, AND BROUGHT HIM INTO A VOID PLACE OF THE GATE, HAVING HIMSELF NOBODY WITH HIM BUT HIS BROTHER ABISHAI; THEN HE DREW HIS SWORD, AND SMOTE HIM IN THE GROIN; UPON WHICH ABNER DIED BY THIS TREACHERY OF JOAB, WHICH, AS HE SAID HIMSELF, WAS IN THE WAY OF PUNISHMENT FOR HIS BROTHER ASAHEL, WHOM ABNER SMOTE AND SLEW AS HE WAS PURSUING AFTER HIM IN THE BATTLE OF HEBRON, BUT AS THE TRUTH WAS, OUT OF HIS FEAR OF LOSING HIS COMMAND OF THE ARMY, AND HIS DIGNITY WITH THE KING, AND LEST HE SHOULD BE DEPRIVED OF THOSE ADVANTAGES, AND ABNER SHOULD OBTAIN THE FIRST RANK IN DAVID'S COURT. BY THESE EXAMPLES ANY ONE MAY LEARN HOW MANY AND HOW GREAT INSTANCES OF WICKEDNESS MEN WILL VENTURE UPON FOR THE SAKE OF GETTING MONEY AND AUTHORITY, AND THAT THEY MAY NOT FAIL OF EITHER OF THEM; FOR AS WHEN THEY ARE DESIROUS OF OBTAINING THE SAME, THEY ACQUIRE THEM BY TEN THOUSAND EVIL PRACTICES; SO WHEN THEY ARE AFRAID OF LOSING THEM, THEY GET THEM CONFIRMED TO THEM BY PRACTICES MUCH WORSE THAN THE FORMER, AS IF NO OTHER CALAMITY SO TERRIBLE COULD BEFALL THEM AS THE FAILURE OF ACQUIRING SO EXALTED AN AUTHORITY; AND WHEN THEY HAVE ACQUIRED IT, AND BY LONG CUSTOM FOUND THE SWEETNESS OF IT, THE LOSING IT AGAIN: AND SINCE THIS LAST WOULD BE THE HEAVIEST OF ALL AFFLICTIONS THEY ALL OF THEM CONTRIVE AND VENTURE UPON THE MOST DIFFICULT ACTIONS, OUT OF THE FEAR OF LOSING THE SAME. BUT LET IT SUFFICE THAT I HAVE MADE THESE SHORT REFLECTIONS UPON THAT SUBJECT. 
6. WHEN DAVID HEARD THAT ABNER WAS SLAIN, IT GRIEVED HIS SOUL; AND HE CALLED ALL MEN TO WITNESS, WITH STRETCHING OUT HIS HANDS TO GOD, AND CRYING OUT THAT HE WAS NOT A PARTAKER IN THE MURDER OF ABNER, AND THAT HIS DEATH WAS NOT PROCURED BY HIS COMMAND OR APPROBATION. HE ALSO WISHED THE HEAVIEST CURSES MIGHT LIGHT UPON HIM THAT SLEW HIM AND UPON HIS WHOLE HOUSE; AND HE DEVOTED THOSE THAT HAD ASSISTED HIM IN THIS MURDER TO THE SAME PENALTIES ON ITS ACCOUNT; FOR HE TOOK CARE NOT TO APPEAR TO HAVE HAD ANY HAND IN THIS MURDER, CONTRARY TO THE ASSURANCES HE HAD GIVEN AND THE OATHS HE HAD TAKEN TO ABNER. HOWEVER, HE COMMANDED ALL THE PEOPLE TO WEEP AND LAMENT THIS MAN, AND TO HONOR HIS DEAD BODY WITH THE USUAL SOLEMNITIES; THAT IS, BY RENDING THEIR GARMENTS, AND PUTTING ON SACKCLOTH, AND THAT THINGS SHOULD BE THE HABIT IN WHICH THEY SHOULD GO BEFORE THE BIER; AFTER WHICH HE FOLLOWED IT HIMSELF, WITH THE ELDERS AND THOSE THAT WERE RULERS, LAMENTING ABNER, AND BY HIS TEARS DEMONSTRATING HIS GOODWILL TO HIM WHILE HE WAS ALIVE, AND HIS SORROW FOR HIM NOW HE WAS DEAD, AND THAT HE WAS NOT TAKEN OFF WITH HIS CONSENT. SO HE BURIED HIM AT HEBRON IN A MAGNIFICENT MANNER, AND INDITED FUNERAL ELEGIES FOR HIM; HE ALSO STOOD FIRST OVER THE MONUMENT WEEPING, AND CAUSED OTHERS TO DO THE SAME; NAY, SO DEEPLY DID THE DEATH OF ABNER DISORDER HIM, THAT HIS COMPANIONS COULD BY NO MEANS FORCE HIM TO TAKE ANY FOOD, BUT HE AFFIRMED WITH AN OATH THAT HE WOULD TASTE NOTHING TILL THE SUN WAS SET. THIS PROCEDURE GAINED HIM THE GOOD-WILL OF THE MULTITUDE; FOR SUCH AS HAD AN AFFECTION FOR ABNER WERE MIGHTILY SATISFIED WITH THE RESPECT HE PAID HIM WHEN HE WAS DEAD, AND THE OBSERVATION OF THAT FAITH HE HAD PLIGHTED TO HIM, WHICH WAS SHOWN IN HIS VOUCHSAFING HIM ALL THE USUAL CEREMONIES, AS IF HE HAD BEEN HIS KINSMAN AND HIS FRIEND, AND NOT SUFFERING HIM TO BE NEGLECTED AND INJURED WITH A DISHONORABLE BURIAL, AS IF HE HAD BEEN HIS ENEMY; INSOMUCH THAT THE ENTIRE NATION REJOICED AT THE KING'S GENTLENESS AND MILDNESS OF DISPOSITION, EVERY ONE BEING READY TO SUPPOSE THAT THE KING WOULD HAVE TAKEN THE SAME CARE OF THEM IN THE LIKE CIRCUMSTANCES, WHICH THEY SAW BE SHOWED IN THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD BODY OF ABNER. AND INDEED, DAVID PRINCIPALLY INTENDED TO GAIN A GOOD REPUTATION, AND THEREFORE HE TOOK CARE TO DO WHAT WAS PROPER IN THIS CASE, WHENCE NONE HAD ANY SUSPICION THAT HE WAS THE AUTHOR OF ABNER'S DEATH. HE ALSO SAID THIS TO THE MULTITUDE, THAT HE WAS GREATLY TROUBLED AT THE DEATH OF SO GOOD A MAN; AND THAT THE AFFAIRS OF THE HEBREWS HAD SUFFERED GREAT DETRIMENT BY BEING DEPRIVED OF HIM, WHO WAS OF SO GREAT ABILITIES TO PRESERVE THEM BY HIS EXCELLENT ADVICE, AND BY THE STRENGTH OF HIS HANDS IN WAR. BUT HE ADDED, THAT "GOD, WHO HATH A REGARD TO ALL MEN'S ACTIONS, WILL NOT SUFFER THIS MAN [JOAB] TO GO OFF UNREVENGED; BUT KNOW YE, THAT I AM NOT ABLE TO DO ANY THING TO THESE SONS OF ZERUIAH, JOAB AND ABISHAI, WHO HAVE MORE POWER THAN I HAVE; BUT GOD WILL REQUITE THEIR INSOLENT ATTEMPTS UPON THEIR OWN HEADS." AND THIS WAS THE FATAL CONCLUSION OF THE LIFE OF ABNER.
CHAPTER 2. THAT UPON THE SLAUGHTER OF ISHBOSHETH BY THE TREACHERY OF HIS FRIENDS, DAVID RECEIVED THE WHOLE KINGDOM. 
1. WHEN ISHBOSHETH, THE SON OF SAUL, HAD HEARD OF THE DEATH OF ABNER, HE TOOK IT TO HEART TO BE DEPRIVED OF A MAN THAT WAS OF HIS KINDRED, AND HAD INDEED GIVEN HIM THE KINGDOM, BUT WAS GREATLY AFFLICTED, AND ABNER'S DEATH VERY MUCH TROUBLED HIM; NOR DID HE HIMSELF OUTLIVE ANY LONG TIME, BUT WAS TREACHEROUSLY SET UPON BY THE SONS OF RIMMON, (BAANAH AND RECHAB WERE THEIR NAMES,) AND WAS SLAIN BY THEM; FOR THESE BEING OF A FAMILY OF THE BENJAMITES, AND OF THE FIRST RANK AMONG THEM, THOUGHT THAT IF THEY SHOULD SLAY ISHBOSHETH, THEY SHOULD OBTAIN LARGE PRESENTS FROM DAVID, AND BE MADE COMMANDERS BY HIM, OR, HOWEVER, SHOULD HAVE SOME OTHER TRUST COMMITTED TO THEM. SO WHEN THEY ONCE FOUND HIM ALONE, AND ASLEEP AT NOON, IN AN UPPER ROOM, WHEN NONE OF HIS GUARDS WERE THERE, AND WHEN THE WOMAN THAT KEPT THE DOOR WAS NOT WATCHING, BUT WAS FALLEN ASLEEP ALSO, PARTLY ON ACCOUNT OF THE LABOR SHE HAD UNDERGONE, AND PARTLY ON ACCOUNT OF THE HEAT OF THE DAY, THESE MEN WENT INTO THE ROOM IN WHICH ISHBOSHETH, SAUL'S SON, LAY ASLEEP, AND SLEW HIM; THEY ALSO CUT OFF HIS HEAD, AND TOOK THEIR JOURNEY ALL THAT NIGHT, AND THE NEXT DAY, AS SUPPOSING THEMSELVES FLYING AWAY FROM THOSE THEY HAD INJURED, TO ONE THAT WOULD ACCEPT OF THIS ACTION AS A FAVOR, AND WOULD AFFORD THEM SECURITY. SO, THEY CAME TO HEBRON, AND SHOWED DAVID THE HEAD OF ISHBOSHETH, AND PRESENTED THEMSELVES TO HIM AS HIS WELL-WISHERS, AND SUCH AS HAD KILLED ONE THAT WAS HIS ENEMY AND ANTAGONIST. YET DAVID DID NOT RELISH WHAT THEY HAD DONE AS THEY EXPECTED, BUT SAID TO THEM, "YOU VILE WRETCHES, YOU SHALL IMMEDIATELY RECEIVE THE PUNISHMENT YOU DESERVE. DID NOT YOU KNOW WHAT VENGEANCE I EXECUTED ON HIM THAT MURDERED SAUL, AND BROUGHT ME HIS CROWN OF GOLD, AND THIS WHILE HE WHO MADE THIS SLAUGHTER DID IT AS A FAVOR TO HIM, THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE CAUGHT BY HIS ENEMIES? OR DO YOU IMAGINE THAT I AM ALTERED IN MY DISPOSITION, AND SUPPOSE THAT I AM NOT THE SAME MAN I THEN WAS, BUT AM PLEASED WITH MEN THAT ARE WICKED DOERS, AND ESTEEM YOUR VILE ACTIONS, WHEN YOU ARE BECOME MURDERERS OF YOUR MASTER, AS GRATEFUL TO ME, WHEN YOU HAVE SLAIN A RIGHTEOUS MAN UPON HIS BED, WHO NEVER DID EVIL TO ANY BODY, AND TREATED YOU WITH GREAT GOOD-WILL AND RESPECT? WHEREFORE YOU SHALL SUFFER THE PUNISHMENT DUE ON HIS ACCOUNT, AND THE VENGEANCE I OUGHT TO INFLICT UPON YOU FOR KILLING ISHBOSHETH, AND FOR SUPPOSING THAT I SHOULD TAKE HIS DEATH KINDLY AT YOUR HANDS; FOR YOU COULD NOT LAY A GREATER BLOT ON MY HONOR, THAN BY MAKING SUCH A SUPPOSAL." WHEN DAVID HAD SAID THIS, HE TORMENTED THEM WITH ALL SORTS OF TORMENTS, AND THEN PUT THEM TO DEATH; AND HE BESTOWED ALL ACCUSTOMED RITES ON THE BURIAL OF THE HEAD OF ISHBOSHETH, AND LAID IT IN THE GRAVE OF ABNER. 
2. WHEN THESE THINGS WERE BROUGHT TO THIS CONCLUSION, ALL THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF THE HEBREW PEOPLE CAME TO DAVID TO HEBRON, WITH THE HEADS OF THOUSANDS, AND OTHER RULERS, AND DELIVERED THEMSELVES UP TO HIM, PUTTING HIM IN MIND OF THE GOOD-WILL THEY HAD BORNE TO HIM IN SAUL'S LIFETIME, AND THE RESPECT THEY THEN HAD NOT CEASED TO PAY HIM WHEN HE WAS CAPTAIN OF A THOUSAND, AS ALSO THAT HE WAS CHOSEN OF GOD BY SAMUEL THE PROPHET, HE AND HIS SONS; AND DECLARING BESIDES, HOW GOD HAD GIVEN HIM POWER TO SAVE THE LAND OF THE HEBREWS, AND TO OVERCOME THE PHILISTINES. WHEREUPON HE RECEIVED KINDLY THIS THEIR ALACRITY ON HIS ACCOUNT; AND EXHORTED THEM TO CONTINUE IN IT, FOR THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE NO REASON TO REPENT OF BEING THUS DISPOSED TO HIM. SO, WHEN HE HAD FEASTED THEM, AND TREATED THEM KINDLY, HE SENT THEM OUT TO BRING ALL THE PEOPLE TO HIM; UPON WHICH CAME TO HIM ABOUT SIX THOUSAND AND EIGHT HUNDRED ARMED MEN OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, WHO BARE SHIELDS AND SPEARS FOR THEIR WEAPONS, FOR THESE HAD [TILL NOW] CONTINUED WITH SAUL'S SON, WHEN THE REST OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH HAD ORDAINED DAVID FOR THEIR KING. THERE CAME ALSO SEVEN THOUSAND AND ONE HUNDRED OUT OF THE TRIBE OF SIMEON. OUT OF THE TRIBE OF LEVI CAME FOUR THOUSAND AND SEVEN HUNDRED, HAVING JEHOIADA FOR THEIR LEADER. AFTER THESE CAME ZADOK THE HIGH PRIEST, WITH TWENTY-TWO CAPTAINS OF HIS KINDRED. OUT OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN THE ARMED MEN WERE FOUR THOUSAND; BUT THE REST OF THE TRIBE CONTINUED, STILL EXPECTING THAT SOME ONE OF THE, HOUSE OF SAUL SHOULD REIGN OVER THEM. THOSE OF THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM WERE TWENTY THOUSAND AND EIGHT HUNDRED, AND THESE MIGHTY MEN OF VALOR, AND EMINENT FOR THEIR STRENGTH. OUT OF THE HALF TRIBE OF MANASSEH CAME EIGHTEEN THOUSAND, OF THE MOST POTENT MEN. OUT OF THE TRIBE OF ISSACHAR CAME TWO HUNDRED, WHO FOREKNEW WHAT WAS TO COME HEREAFTER, BUT OF ARMED MEN TWENTY THOUSAND. OF THE TRIBE OF ZEBULON FIFTY THOUSAND CHOSEN MEN. THIS WAS THE ONLY TRIBE THAT CAME UNIVERSALLY IN TO DAVID, AND ALL THESE HAD THE SAME WEAPONS WITH THE TRIBE OF GAD. OUT OF THE TRIBE OF NAPHTALI THE EMINENT MEN AND RULERS WERE ONE THOUSAND, WHOSE WEAPONS WERE SHIELDS AND SPEARS, AND THE TRIBE ITSELF FOLLOWED AFTER, BEING (IN A MANNER) INNUMERABLE [THIRTY-SEVEN THOUSAND]. OUT OF THE TRIBE OF DAN THERE WERE OF CHOSEN MEN TWENTY-SEVEN THOUSAND AND SIX HUNDRED. OUT OF THE TRIBE OF ASHER WERE FORTY THOUSAND. OUT OF THE TWO TRIBES THAT WERE BEYOND JORDAN, AND THE REST OF THE TRIBE OF MANASSEH, SUCH AS USED SHIELDS, AND SPEARS, AND HEAD-PIECES, AND SWORDS, WERE A HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND. THE REST OF THE TRIBES ALSO MADE USE OF SWORDS. THIS MULTITUDE CAME TOGETHER TO HEBRON TO DAVID, WITH A GREAT QUANTITY OF CORN, AND WINE, AND ALL OTHER SORTS OF FOOD, AND ESTABLISHED DAVID IN HIS KINGDOM WITH ONE CONSENT. AND WHEN THE PEOPLE HAD REJOICED FOR THREE DAYS IN HEBRON, DAVID AND ALL THE PEOPLE REMOVED AND CAME TO JERUSALEM. 
CHAPTER 3. HOW DAVID LAID SIEGE TO JERUSALEM; AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE CITY, HE CAST THE CANAANITES OUT OF IT, AND BROUGHT IN THE JEWS TO INHABIT THEREIN. 
1. NOW THE JEBUSITES, WHO WERE THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM, AND WERE BY EXTRACTION CANAANITES, SHUT THEIR GATES, AND PLACED THE BLIND, AND THE LAME, AND ALL THEIR MAIMED PERSONS, UPON THE WALL, IN WAY OF DERISION OF THE KING, AND SAID THAT THE VERY LAME THEMSELVES WOULD HINDER HIS ENTRANCE INTO IT. THIS THEY DID OUT OF CONTEMPT OF HIS POWER, AND AS DEPENDING ON THE STRENGTH OF THEIR WALLS. DAVID WAS HEREBY ENRAGED, AND BEGAN THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM, AND EMPLOYED HIS UTMOST DILIGENCE AND ALACRITY THEREIN, AS INTENDING BY THE TAKING OF THIS PLACE TO DEMONSTRATE HIS POWER, AND TO INTIMIDATE ALL OTHERS THAT MIGHT BE OF THE LIKE [EVIL] DISPOSITION TOWARDS HIM. SO HE TOOK THE LOWER CITY BY FORCE, BUT THE CITADEL HELD OUT STILL; WHENCE IT WAS THAT THE KING, KNOWING THAT THE PROPOSAL OF DIGNITIES AND REWARDS WOULD ENCOURAGE THE SOLDIERS TO GREATER ACTIONS, PROMISED THAT HE WHO SHOULD FIRST GO OVER THE DITCHES THAT WERE BENEATH THE CITADEL, AND SHOULD ASCEND TO THE CITADEL ITSELF AND TAKE IT, SHOULD HAVE THE COMMAND OF THE ENTIRE PEOPLE CONFERRED UPON HIM. SO, THEY ALL WERE AMBITIOUS TO ASCEND, AND THOUGHT NO PAINS TOO GREAT IN ORDER TO ASCEND THITHER, OUT OF THEIR DESIRE OF THE CHIEF COMMAND. HOWEVER, JOAB, THE SON OF ZERUIAH, PREVENTED THE REST; AND AS SOON AS HE WAS GOT UP TO THE CITADEL, CRIED OUT TO THE KING, AND CLAIMED THE CHIEF COMMAND. 
2. WHEN DAVID HAD CAST THE JEBUSITES OUT OF THE CITADEL, HE ALSO REBUILT JERUSALEM, AND NAMED IT THE CITY OF DAVID, AND ABODE THERE ALL THE TIME OF HIS REIGN; BUT FOR THE TIME THAT HE REIGNED OVER THE TRIBE OF JUDAH ONLY IN HEBRON, IT WAS SEVEN YEARS AND SIX MONTHS. NOW WHEN HE HAD CHOSEN JERUSALEM TO BE HIS ROYAL CITY, HIS AFFAIRS DID MORE AND MORE PROSPER, BY THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD, WHO TOOK CARE THAT THEY SHOULD IMPROVE AND BE AUGMENTED. HIRAM ALSO, THE KING OF THE TYRIANS, SENT AMBASSADORS TO HIM, AND MADE A LEAGUE OF MUTUAL FRIENDSHIP AND ASSISTANCE WITH HIM. HE ALSO SENT HIM PRESENTS, CEDARTREES, AND MECHANICS, AND MEN SKILLFUL IN BUILDING AND ARCHITECTURE, THAT THEY MIGHT BUILD HIM A ROYAL PALACE AT JERUSALEM. NOW DAVID MADE BUILDINGS ROUND ABOUT THE LOWER CITY: HE ALSO JOINED THE CITADEL TO IT, AND MADE IT ONE BODY; AND WHEN HE HAD ENCOMPASSED ALL WITH WALLS, HE APPOINTED JOAB TO TAKE CARE OF THEM. IT WAS DAVID, THEREFORE, WHO FIRST CAST THE JEBUSITES OUT OF JERUSALEM, AND CALLED IT BY HIS OWN NAME, THE CITY OF DAVID: FOR UNDER OUR FOREFATHER ABRAHAM IT WAS CALLED (SALEM, OR) SOLYMA; BUT AFTER THAT TIME, SOME SAY THAT HOMER MENTIONS IT BY THAT NAME OF SOLYMA, [FOR HE NAMED THE TEMPLE SOLYMA, ACCORDING TO THE HEBREW LANGUAGE, WHICH DENOTES SECURITY.] NOW THE WHOLE TIME FROM THE WARFARE UNDER JOSHUA OUR GENERAL AGAINST THE CANAANITES, AND FROM THAT WAR IN WHICH HE OVERCAME THEM, AND DISTRIBUTED THE LAND AMONG THE HEBREWS, (NOR COULD THE ISRAELITES EVER CAST THE CANAANITES OUT OF JERUSALEM UNTIL THIS TIME, WHEN DAVID TOOK IT BY SIEGE,) THIS WHOLE TIME WAS FIVE HUNDRED AND FIFTEEN YEARS. 
3. I SHALL NOW MAKE MENTION OF ARAUNAH, WHO WAS A WEALTHY MAN AMONG THE JEBUSITES, BUT WAS NOT SLAIN BY DAVID IN THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM, BECAUSE OF THE GOOD-WILL HE BORE TO THE HEBREWS, AND A PARTICULAR BENIGNITY AND AFFECTION WHICH HE HAD TO THE KING HIMSELF; WHICH I SHALL TAKE A MORE SEASONABLE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK OF A LITTLE AFTERWARDS. NOW DAVID MARRIED OTHER WIVES OVER AND ABOVE THOSE WHICH HE HAD BEFORE: HE HAD ALSO CONCUBINES. THE SONS WHOM HE HAD WERE IN NUMBER ELEVEN, WHOSE NAMES WERE AMNON, EMNOS, EBAN, NATHAN, SOLOMON, JEBAN, ELIEN, PHALNA, ENNAPHEN, JENAE, ELIPHALE; AND A DAUGHTER, TAMAR. NINE OF THESE WERE BORN OF LEGITIMATE WIVES, BUT THE TWO LAST-NAMED OF CONCUBINES; AND TAMAR HAD THE SAME MOTHER WITH ABSALOM.  
CHAPTER 4. THAT WHEN DAVID HAD CONQUERED THE PHILISTINES WHO MADE WAR AGAINST HIM AT JERUSALEM, HE REMOVED THE ARK TO JERUSALEM AND HAD A MIND TO BUILD A TEMPLE. 
1. WHEN THE PHILISTINES UNDERSTOOD THAT DAVID WAS MADE KING OF THE HEBREWS, THEY MADE WAR AGAINST HIM AT JERUSALEM; AND WHEN THEY HAD SEIZED UPON THAT VALLEY WHICH IS CALLED THE VALLEY OF THE GIANTS, AND IS A PLACE NOT FAR FROM THE CITY, THEY PITCHED THEIR CAMP THEREIN; BUT THE KING OF THE JEWS, WHO NEVER PERMITTED HIMSELF TO DO ANY THING WITHOUT PROPHECY, AND THE COMMAND OF GOD AND WITHOUT DEPENDING ON HIM AS A SECURITY FOR THE TIME TO COME, BADE THE HIGH PRIEST TO FORETELL TO HIM WHAT WAS THE WILL OF GOD, AND WHAT WOULD BE THE EVENT OF THIS BATTLE. AND WHEN HE FORETOLD THAT HE SHOULD GAIN THE VICTORY AND THE DOMINION, HE LED OUT HIS ARMY AGAINST THE PHILISTINES; AND WHEN THE BATTLE WAS JOINED, HE CAME HIMSELF BEHIND, AND FELL UPON THE ENEMY ON THE SUDDEN, AND SLEW SOME OF THEM, AND PUT THE REST TO FLIGHT. AND LET NO ONE SUPPOSE THAT IT WAS A SMALL ARMY OF THE PHILISTINES THAT CAME AGAINST THE HEBREWS, AS GUESSING SO FROM THE SUDDENNESS OF THEIR DEFEAT, AND FROM THEIR HAVING PERFORMED NO GREAT ACTION, OR THAT WAS WORTH RECORDING, FROM THE SLOWNESS OF THEIR MARCH, AND WANT OF COURAGE; BUT LET HIM KNOW THAT ALL SYRIA AND PHOENICIA, WITH MANY OTHER NATIONS BESIDES THEM, AND THOSE WARLIKE NATIONS ALSO, CAME TO THEIR ASSISTANCE, AND HAD A SHARE IN THIS WAR, WHICH THING WAS THE ONLY CAUSE WHY, WHEN THEY HAD BEEN SO OFTEN CONQUERED, AND HAD LOST SO MANY TEN THOUSANDS OF THEIR MEN, THEY STILL CAME UPON THE HEBREWS WITH GREATER ARMIES; NAY, INDEED, WHEN THEY HAD SO OFTEN FAILED OF THEIR PURPOSE IN THESE BATTLES, THEY CAME UPON DAVID WITH AN ARMY THREE TIMES AS NUMEROUS AS BEFORE, AND PITCHED THEIR CAMP ON THE SAME SPOT OF GROUND AS BEFORE. THE KING OF ISRAEL THEREFORE INQUIRED OF GOD AGAIN CONCERNING THE EVENT OF THE BATTLE; AND THE HIGH PRIEST PROPHESIED TO HIM, THAT HE SHOULD KEEP HIS ARMY IN THE GROVES, CALLED THE GROVES OF WEEPING, WHICH WERE NOT FAR FROM THE ENEMY'S CAMP, AND THAT HE SHOULD NOT MOVE, NOR BEGIN TO FIGHT, TILL THE TREES OF THE GROVE SHOULD BE IN MOTION WITHOUT THE WIND'S BLOWING; BUT AS SOON AS THESE TREES MOVED, AND THE TIME FORETOLD TO HIM BY GOD WAS COME, HE SHOULD, WITHOUT DELAY, GO OUT TO GAIN WHAT WAS AN ALREADY PREPARED AND EVIDENT VICTORY; FOR THE SEVERAL RANKS OF THE ENEMY'S ARMY DID NOT SUSTAIN HIM, BUT RETREATED AT THE FIRST ONSET, WHOM HE CLOSELY FOLLOWED, AND SLEW THEM AS HE WENT ALONG, AND PURSUED THEM TO THE CITY GAZA (WHICH IS THE LIMIT OF THEIR COUNTRY): AFTER THIS HE SPOILED THEIR CAMP, IN WHICH HE FOUND GREAT RICHES; AND HE DESTROYED THEIR GODS. 
2. WHEN THIS HAD PROVED THE EVENT OF THE BATTLE, DAVID THOUGHT IT PROPER, UPON A CONSULTATION WITH THE ELDERS, AND RULERS, AND CAPTAINS OF THOUSANDS, TO SEND FOR THOSE THAT WERE IN THE FLOWER OF THEIR AGE OUT OF ALL HIS COUNTRYMEN, AND OUT OF THE WHOLE LAND, AND WITHAL FOR THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, IN ORDER TO THEIR GOING TO KIRJATHJEARIM, TO BRING UP THE ARK OF GOD OUT OF THAT CITY, AND TO CARRY IT TO JERUSALEM, AND THERE TO KEEP IT, AND OFFER BEFORE IT THOSE SACRIFICES AND THOSE OTHER HONORS WITH WHICH GOD USED TO BE WELL-PLEASED; FOR HAD THEY DONE THUS IN THE REIGN OF SAUL, THEY HAD NOT UNDERGONE ANY GREAT MISFORTUNES AT ALL. SO, WHEN THE WHOLE BODY OF THE PEOPLE WERE COME TOGETHER, AS THEY HAD RESOLVED TO DO, THE KING CAME TO THE ARK, WHICH THE PRIEST BROUGHT OUT OF THE HOUSE OF AMINADAB, AND LAID IT UPON A NEW CART, AND PERMITTED THEIR BRETHREN AND THEIR CHILDREN TO DRAW IT, TOGETHER WITH THE OXEN. BEFORE IT WENT THE KING, AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE PEOPLE WITH HIM, SINGING HYMNS TO GOD, AND MAKING USE OF ALL SORTS OF SONGS USUAL AMONG THEM, WITH VARIETY OF THE SOUNDS OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, AND WITH DANCING AND SINGING OF PSALMS, AS ALSO WITH THE SOUNDS OF TRUMPETS AND OF CYMBALS, AND SO BROUGHT THE ARK TO JERUSALEM. BUT AS THEY WERE COME TO THE THRESHING-FLOOR OF CHIDON, A PLACE SO CALLED, UZZAH WAS SLAIN BY THE ANGER OF GOD; FOR AS THE OXEN SHOOK THE ARK, HE STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND, AND WOULD NEEDS TAKE HOLD OF IT. NOW, BECAUSE HE WAS NOT A PRIEST AND YET TOUCHED THE ARK, GOD STRUCK HIM DEAD. HEREUPON BOTH THE KING AND THE PEOPLE WERE DISPLEASED AT THE DEATH OF UZZAH; AND THE PLACE WHERE HE DIED IS STILL CALLED THE BREACH OF UZZAH UNTO THIS DAY. SO DAVID WAS AFRAID; AND SUPPOSING THAT IF HE RECEIVED THE ARK TO HIMSELF INTO THE CITY, HE MIGHT SUFFER IN THE LIKE MANNER AS UZZAH HAD SUFFERED, WHO, UPON HIS BARE PUTTING OUT HIS HAND TO THE ARK, DIED IN THE MANNER ALREADY MENTIONED, HE DID NOT RECEIVE IT TO HIMSELF INTO THE CITY, BUT HE TOOK IT ASIDE UNTO A CERTAIN PLACE BELONGING TO A RIGHTEOUS MAN, WHOSE NAME WAS OBEDEDOM, WHO WAS BY HIS FAMILY A LEVITE, AND DEPOSITED THE ARK WITH HIM; AND IT REMAINED THERE THREE ENTIRE MONTHS. THIS AUGMENTED THE HOUSE OF OBEDEDOM, AND CONFERRED MANY BLESSINGS UPON IT. AND WHEN THE KING HEARD WHAT HAD BEFALLEN OBEDEDOM, HOW HE WAS BECOME, OF A POOR MAN IN A LOW ESTATE, EXCEEDING HAPPY, AND THE OBJECT OF ENVY TO ALL THOSE THAT SAW OR INQUIRED AFTER HIS HOUSE, HE TOOK COURAGE, AND, HOPING THAT HE SHOULD MEET WITH NO MISFORTUNE THEREBY, HE TRANSFERRED THE ARK TO HIS OWN HOUSE; THE PRIESTS CARRYING IT, WHILE SEVEN COMPANIES OF SINGERS, WHO WERE SET IN THAT ORDER BY THE KING, WENT BEFORE IT, AND WHILE HE HIMSELF PLAYED UPON THE HARP, AND JOINED IN THE MUSIC, INSOMUCH, THAT WHEN HIS WIFE MICHEL, THE DAUGHTER OF SAUL, WHO WAS OUR FIRST KING, SAW HIM SO DOING, SHE LAUGHED AT HIM. BUT WHEN THEY HAD BROUGHT IN THE ARK, THEY PLACED IT UNDER THE TABERNACLE WHICH DAVID HAD PITCHED FOR IT, AND HE OFFERED COSTLY SACRIFICES AND PEACE OFFERINGS, AND TREATED THE WHOLE MULTITUDE, AND DEALT BOTH TO THE WOMEN, AND THE MEN, AND THE INFANTS A LOAF OF BREAD AND A CAKE, AND ANOTHER CAKE BAKED IN A PAN, WITH THE PORTION OF THE SACRIFICE. SO, WHEN HE HAD THUS FEASTED THE PEOPLE, HE SENT THEM AWAY, AND HE HIMSELF RETURNED TO HIS OWN HOUSE. 
3. BUT WHEN MICHAL HIS WIFE, THE DAUGHTER OF SAUL, CAME AND STOOD BY HIM, SHE WISHED HIM ALL OTHER HAPPINESS, AND ENTREATED THAT WHATSOEVER HE SHOULD FURTHER DESIRE, TO THE UTMOST POSSIBILITY, MIGHT BE GIVEN HIM BY GOD, AND THAT HE MIGHT BE FAVORABLE TO HIM; YET DID SHE BLAME HIM, THAT SO GREAT A KING AS HE WAS SHOULD DANCE AFTER AN UNSEEMLY MANNER, AND IN HIS DANCING, UNCOVER HIMSELF AMONG THE SERVANTS AND THE HANDMAIDENS. BUT HE REPLIED, THAT HE WAS NOT ASHAMED TO DO WHAT WAS ACCEPTABLE TO GOD, WHO HAD PREFERRED HIM BEFORE HER FATHER, AND BEFORE ALL OTHERS; THAT HE WOULD PLAY FREQUENTLY, AND DANCE, WITHOUT ANY REGARD TO WHAT THE HANDMAIDENS AND SHE HERSELF THOUGHT OF IT. SO, THIS MICHAL, WHO WAS DAVID'S WIFE, HAD NO CHILDREN; HOWEVER, WHEN SHE WAS AFTERWARD MARRIED TO HIM TO WHOM SAUL HER FATHER HAD GIVEN HER, (FOR AT THIS TIME DAVID HAD TAKEN HER AWAY FROM HIM, AND HAD HER HIMSELF,) SHE, BARE FIVE CHILDREN. BUT CONCERNING THOSE MATTERS I SHALL DISCOURSE IN A PROPER PLACE. 
4. NOW WHEN THE KING SAW THAT HIS AFFAIRS GREW BETTER ALMOST EVERY DAY, BY THE WILL OF GOD, HE THOUGHT HE SHOULD OFFEND HIM, IF, WHILE HE HIMSELF CONTINUED IN HOUSES MADE OF CEDAR, SUCH AS WERE OF A GREAT HEIGHT, AND HAD THE MOST CURIOUS WORKS OF ARCHITECTURE IN THEM, HE SHOULD OVERLOOK THE ARK WHILE IT WAS LAID IN A TABERNACLE, AND WAS DESIROUS TO BUILD A TEMPLE TO GOD, AS MOSES HAD PREDICTED SUCH A TEMPLE SHOULD BE BUILT. AND WHEN HE HAD DISCOURSED WITH NATHAN THE PROPHET ABOUT THESE THINGS, AND HAD BEEN ENCOURAGED BY HIM TO DO WHATSOEVER HE HAD A MIND TO DO, AS HAVING GOD WITH HIM, AND HIS HELPER IN ALL THINGS, HE WAS THEREUPON THE MORE-READY TO SET ABOUT THAT BUILDING. BUT GOD APPEARED TO NATHAN THAT VERY NIGHT, AND COMMANDED HIM TO SAY TO DAVID, THAT HE TOOK HIS PURPOSE AND HIS DESIRES KINDLY, SINCE NOBODY HAD BEFORE NOW TAKEN IT INTO THEIR HEAD TO BUILD HIM A TEMPLE, ALTHOUGH UPON HIS HAVING SUCH A NOTION HE WOULD NOT PERMIT HIM TO BUILD HIM THAT TEMPLE, BECAUSE HE HAD MADE MANY WARS, AND WAS DEFILED WITH THE SLAUGHTER OF HIS ENEMIES; THAT, HOWEVER, AFTER HIS DEATH, IN HIS OLD AGE, AND WHEN HE HAD LIVED A LONG LIFE, THERE SHOULD BE A TEMPLE BUILT BY A SON OF HIS, WHO SHOULD TAKE THE KINGDOM AFTER HIM, AND SHOULD BE CALLED SOLOMON, WHOM HE PROMISED TO PROVIDE FOR, AS A FATHER PROVIDES FOR HIS SON, BY PRESERVING THE KINGDOM FOR HIS SON'S POSTERITY, AND DELIVERING IT TO THEM; BUT THAT HE WOULD STILL PUNISH HIM, IF HE SINNED, WITH DISEASES AND BARRENNESS OF LAND. WHEN DAVID UNDERSTOOD THIS FROM THE PROPHET, AND WAS OVER JOYFUL AT THIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE SURE CONTINUANCE OF THE DOMINION TO HIS POSTERITY, AND THAT HIS HOUSE SHOULD BE SPLENDID, AND VERY FAMOUS, HE CAME TO THE ARK, AND FELL DOWN ON HIS FACE, AND BEGAN TO ADORE GOD, AND TO RETURN THANKS TO HIM FOR ALL HIS BENEFITS, AS WELL FOR THOSE THAT HE HAD ALREADY BESTOWED UPON HIM IN RAISING HIM FROM A LOW STATE, AND FROM THE EMPLOYMENT OF A SHEPHERD, TO SO GREAT DIGNITY OF DOMINION AND GLORY; AS FOR THOSE ALSO WHICH HE HAD PROMISED TO HIS POSTERITY; AND BESIDES, FOR THAT PROVIDENCE WHICH HE HAD EXERCISED OVER THE HEBREWS IN PROCURING THEM THE LIBERTY THEY ENJOYED. AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THUS, AND HAD SUNG A HYMN OF PRAISE TO GOD, HE WENT HIS WAY. 
CHAPTER 5. HOW DAVID BROUGHT UNDER THE PHILISTINES, AND THE MOABITES, AND THE KINGS OF SOPHENE AND OF DAMASCUS, AND OF THE SYRIANS AS ALSO THE IDUMEANS, IN WAR; AND HOW HE MADE A LEAGUE WITH THE KING OF HAMATH; AND WAS MINDFUL OF THE FRIENDSHIP THAT JONATHAN, THE SON OF SAUL, HAD BORNE HIM. 
1. A LITTLE WHILE AFTER THIS, HE CONSIDERED THAT HE OUGHT TO MAKE WAR AGAINST THE PHILISTINES, AND NOT TO SEE ANY IDLENESS OR LAZINESS PERMITTED IN HIS MANAGEMENT, THAT SO IT MIGHT PROVE, AS GOD HAD FORETOLD TO HIM, THAT WHEN HE HAD OVERTHROWN HIS ENEMIES, HE SHOULD LEAVE HIS POSTERITY TO REIGN IN PEACE AFTERWARD: SO HE CALLED TOGETHER HIS ARMY AGAIN, AND WHEN HE HAD CHARGED THEM TO BE READY AND PREPARED FOR WAR, AND WHEN HE THOUGHT THAT ALL THINGS IN HIS ARMY WERE IN A GOOD STATE, HE REMOVED FROM JERUSALEM, AND CAME AGAINST THE PHILISTINES; AND WHEN HE HAD OVERCOME THEM IN BATTLE, AND HAD CUT OFF A GREAT PART OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND ADJOINED IT TO THE COUNTRY OF THE HEBREWS, HE TRANSFERRED THE WAR TO THE MOABITES; AND WHEN HE HAD OVERCOME TWO PARTS OF THEIR ARMY IN BATTLE, HE TOOK THE REMAINING PART CAPTIVE, AND IMPOSED TRIBUTE UPON THEM, TO BE PAID ANNUALLY. HE THEN MADE WAR AGAINST IADADEZER, THE SON OF REHOB, KING OF SOPHENE; AND WHEN HE HAD JOINED BATTLE WITH HIM AT 'THE RIVER EUPHRATES, HE DESTROYED TWENTY THOUSAND OF HIS FOOTMEN, AND ABOUT SEVEN THOUSAND OF HIS HORSEMEN. HE ALSO TOOK A THOUSAND OF HIS CHARIOTS, AND DESTROYED THE GREATEST PART OF THEM, AND ORDERED THAT NO MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED SHOULD BE KEPT. 
2. NOW WHEN HADAD, KING OF DAMASCUS AND OF SYRIA, HEARD THAT DAVID FOUGHT AGAINST HADADEZER, WHO WAS HIS FRIEND, HE CAME TO HIS ASSISTANCE WITH A POWERFUL ARMY, IN HOPES TO RESCUE HIM; AND WHEN HE HAD JOINED BATTLE WITH DAVID AT THE RIVER EUPHRATES, HE FAILED OF HIS PURPOSE, AND LOST IN THE BATTLE A GREAT NUMBER OF HIS SOLDIERS; FOR THERE WERE SLAIN OF THE ARMY OF HADAD TWENTY THOUSAND, AND ALL THE REST FLED. NICELENS ALSO [OF DAMASCUS] MAKES MENTION OF THIS KING IN THE FOURTH BOOK OF HIS HISTORIES; WHERE HE SPEAKS THUS: "A GREAT WHILE AFTER THESE THINGS HAD HAPPENED, THERE WAS ONE OF THAT COUNTRY WHOSE NAME WAS HADAD, WHO WAS BECOME VERY POTENT; HE REIGNED OVER DAMASCUS, AND, THE OTHER PARTS OF SYRIA, EXCEPTING PHOENICIA. HE MADE WAR AGAINST DAVID, THE KING OF JUDEA, AND TRIED HIS FORTUNE IN MANY BATTLES, AND PARTICULARLY IN THE LAST BATTLE AT EUPHRATES, WHEREIN HE WAS BEATEN. HE SEEMED TO HAVE BEEN THE MOST EXCELLENT OF ALL THEIR KINGS IN STRENGTH AND MANHOOD," NAY, BESIDES THIS, HE SAYS OF HIS POSTERITY, THAT "THEY SUCCEEDED ONE ANOTHER IN HIS KINGDOM, AND IN HIS NAME;" WHERE HE THUS SPEAKS: "WHEN HADAD WAS DEAD, HIS POSTERITY REIGNED FOR TEN GENERATIONS, EACH OF HIS SUCCESSORS RECEIVING FROM HIS FATHER THAT HIS DOMINION, AND THIS HIS NAME; AS DID THE PTOLEMIES IN EGYPT. BUT THE THIRD WAS THE MOST POWERFUL OF THEM ALL, AND WAS WILLING TO AVENGE THE DEFEAT HIS FOREFATHER HAD RECEIVED; SO, HE MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE JEWS, AND LAID WASTE THE CITY WHICH IS NOW CALLED SAMARIA." NOR DID HE ERR FROM THE TRUTH; FOR THIS IS THAT HADAD WHO MADE THE EXPEDITION AGAINST SAMARIA, IN THE REIGN OF AHAB, KING OF ISRAEL, CONCERNING WHOM WE SHALL SPEAK IN DUE PLACE HEREAFTER. 
3. NOW WHEN DAVID HAD MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST DAMASCUS, AND THE OTHER PARTS OF SYRIA, AND HAD BROUGHT IT ALL INTO SUBJECTION, AND HAD PLACED GARRISONS IN THE COUNTRY, AND APPOINTED THAT THEY SHOULD PAY TRIBUTE, HE RETURNED HOME. HE ALSO DEDICATED TO GOD AT JERUSALEM THE GOLDEN QUIVERS, THE ENTIRE ARMOR WHICH THE GUARDS OF HADAD USED TO WEAR; WHICH SHISHAK, THE KING OF EGYPT, TOOK AWAY WHEN HE FOUGHT WITH DAVID'S GRANDSON, REHOBOAM, WITH A GREAT DEAL OF OTHER WEALTH WHICH HE CARRIED OUT OF JERUSALEM. HOWEVER, THESE THINGS WILL COME TO BE EXPLAINED IN THEIR PROPER, PLACES HEREAFTER. NOW AS FOR THE KING OF THE HEBREWS, HE WAS ASSISTED BY GOD, WHO GAVE HIM GREAT SUCCESS IN HIS WARS, AND HE MADE ALL EXPEDITION AGAINST THE BEST CITIES OF HADADEZER, BETAH AND MACHEN; SO, HE TOOK THEM BY FORCE, AND LAID THEM WASTE. THEREIN WAS FOUND A VERY GREAT QUANTITY OF GOLD AND SILVER, BESIDES THAT SORT OF BRASS WHICH IS SAID TO BE MORE VALUABLE THAN GOLD; OF WHICH BRASS SOLOMON MADE THAT LARGE VESSEL WHICH WAS CALLED THE [BRAZEN] SEA, AND THOSE MOST CURIOUS LAVERS, WHEN HE BUILT THE TEMPLE FOR GOD. 
4. BUT WHEN THE KING OF HAMATH WAS INFORMED OF THE ILL SUCCESS OF HADADEZER, AND HAD HEARD OF THE RUIN OF HIS ARMY, HE WAS AFRAID ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT, AND RESOLVED TO MAKE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP AND FIDELITY WITH DAVID BEFORE HE SHOULD COME AGAINST HIM; SO HE SENT TO HIM HIS SON JORAM, AND PROFESSED THAT HE OWED HIM THANKS FOR FIGHTING AGAINST HADADEZER, WHO WAS HIS ENEMY, AND MADE A LEAGUE WITH HIM OF MUTUAL ASSISTANCE AND FRIENDSHIP. HE ALSO SENT HIM PRESENTS, VESSELS OF ANCIENT WORKMANSHIP, BOTH OF GOLD, OF SILVER, AND OF BRASS. SO, WHEN DAVID HAD MADE THIS LEAGUE OF MUTUAL ASSISTANCE WITH TOI, (FOR THAT WAS THE NAME OF THE KING OF HAMATH,) AND HAD RECEIVED THE PRESENTS HE SENT HIM, HE DISMISSED HIS SON WITH THAT RESPECT WHICH WAS DUE ON BOTH SIDES; BUT THEN DAVID BROUGHT THOSE PRESENTS THAT WERE SENT BY HIM, AS ALSO THE REST OF THE GOLD AND SILVER WHICH HE HAD TAKEN OF THE CITIES WHOM HE HAD CONQUERED, AND DEDICATED THEM TO GOD. NOR DID GOD GIVE VICTORY AND SUCCESS TO HIM ONLY WHEN HE WENT TO THE BATTLE HIMSELF, AND LED HIS OWN ARMY, BUT HE GAVE VICTORY TO ABISHAI, THE BROTHER OF JOAB, GENERAL OF HIS FORCES, OVER THE IDUMEANS, AND BY HIM TO DAVID, WHEN HE SENT HIM WITH AN ARMY INTO IDUMEA: FOR ABISHAI DESTROYED EIGHTEEN THOUSAND OF THEM IN THE BATTLE; WHEREUPON THE KING [OF ISRAEL] PLACED GARRISONS THROUGH ALL IDUMEA, AND RECEIVED THE TRIBUTE OF THE COUNTRY, AND OF EVERY HEAD AMONG THEM. NOW DAVID WAS IN HIS NATURE JUST, AND MADE HIS DETERMINATION WITH REGARD TO TRUTH. HE HAD FOR THE GENERAL OF HIS WHOLE ARMY JOAB; AND HE MADE JEHOSHAPHAT, THE SON OF AHILUD, RECORDER. HE ALSO APPOINTED ZADOK, OF THE FAMILY OF PHINEHAS, TO BE HIGH PRIEST, TOGETHER WITH ABIATHAR, FOR HE WAS HIS FRIEND. HE ALSO MADE SEISAN THE SCRIBE, AND COMMITTED THE COMMAND OVER THE GUARDS OF HIS BODY TO BENAIAH; THE SON OF JEHOIADA. HIS ELDER SONS WERE NEAR HIS BODY, AND HAD THE CARE OF IT ALSO. 
5. HE ALSO CALLED TO MIND THE COVENANTS AND THE OATHS HE HAD MADE WITH JONATHAN, THE SON OF SAUL, AND THE FRIENDSHIP AND AFFECTION JONATHAN HAD FOR HIM; FOR BESIDES ALL THE REST OF HIS EXCELLENT QUALITIES WITH WHICH HE WAS ENDOWED, HE WAS ALSO EXCEEDING MINDFUL OF SUCH AS HAD AT OTHER TIMES BESTOWED BENEFITS UPON HIM. HE THEREFORE GAVE ORDER THAT INQUIRY SHOULD BE MADE, WHETHER ANY OF JONATHAN'S LINEAGE WERE LIVING, TO WHOM HE MIGHT MAKE RETURN OF THAT FAMILIAR ACQUAINTANCE WHICH JONATHAN HAD HAD WITH HIM, AND FOR WHICH HE WAS STILL DEBTOR. AND WHEN ONE OF SAUL'S FREED MEN WAS BROUGHT TO HIM, WHO WAS ACQUAINTED WITH THOSE OF HIS FAMILY THAT WERE STILL LIVING, HE ASKED HIM WHETHER HE COULD TELL HIM OF ANY ONE BELONGING TO JONATHAN THAT WAS NOW ALIVE, AND CAPABLE OF A REQUITAL OF THE BENEFITS WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED FROM JONATHAN. AND HE SAID, THAT A SON OF HIS WAS REMAINING, WHOSE NAME WAS MEPHIBOSHETH, BUT THAT HE WAS LAME OF HIS FEET; FOR THAT WHEN HIS NURSE HEARD THAT THE FATHER AND GRANDFATHER OF THE CHILD WERE FALLEN IN THE BATTLE, SHE SNATCHED HIM UP, AND FLED AWAY, AND LET HIM FALL FROM HER SHOULDERS, AND HIS FEET WERE LAMED. SO, WHEN HE HAD LEARNED WHERE AND BY WHOM HE WAS BROUGHT UP, HE SENT MESSENGERS TO MACHIR, TO THE CITY OF LODEBAR, FOR WITH HIM WAS THE SON OF JONATHAN BROUGHT UP, AND SENT FOR HIM TO COME TO HIM. SO, WHEN MEPHIBOSHETH CAME TO THE KING, HE FELL ON HIS FACE AND WORSHIPPED HIM; BUT DAVID ENCOURAGED HIM, BADE HIM BE OF GOOD CHEER, AND EXPECT BETTER TIMES. SO, HE GAVE HIM HIS FATHER'S HOUSE, AND ALL THE ESTATE WHICH HIS GRANDFATHER SAUL WAS IN POSSESSION OF, AND BADE HIM COME AND DIET WITH HIM AT HIS OWN TABLE, AND NEVER TO BE ABSENT ONE DAY FROM THAT TABLE. AND WHEN THE YOUTH HAD WORSHIPPED HIM ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WORDS AND GIFTS GIVEN TO HIM, HE CALLED FOR ZIBA, AND TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD GIVEN THE YOUTH HIS FATHER'S HOUSE, AND ALL SAUL'S ESTATE. HE ALSO ORDERED THAT ZIBA SHOULD CULTIVATE HIS LAND, AND TAKE CARE OF IT, AND BRING HIM THE PROFITS OF ALL TO JERUSALEM. ACCORDINGLY, DAVID BROUGHT HIM TO HIS TABLE EVERY DAY, AND BESTOWED UPON THE YOUTH, ZIBA AND HIS SONS, WHO WERE IN NUMBER FIFTEEN, AND HIS SERVANTS, WHO WERE IN NUMBER TWENTY. WHEN THE KING HAD MADE THESE APPOINTMENTS, AND ZIBA HAD WORSHIPPED HIM, AND PROMISED TO DO ALL THAT HE HAD BIDDEN HIM, HE WENT HIS WAY; SO THAT THIS SON OF JONATHAN DWELT AT JERUSALEM, AND DIETED AT THE KING'S TABLE, AND HAD THE SAME CARE THAT A SON COULD CLAIM TAKEN OF HIM. HE ALSO HAD HIMSELF A SON, WHOM HE NAMED MICHA. 
CHAPTER 6. HOW THE WAR WAS WAGED AGAINST THE AMMONITES AND HAPPILY CONCLUDED. 
1. THIS WERE THE HONORS THAT SUCH AS WERE LEFT OF SAUL'S AND JONATHAN'S LINEAGE RECEIVED FROM DAVID. ABOUT THIS TIME DIED NAHASH, THE KING OF THE AMMONITES, WHO WAS A FRIEND OF DAVID'S; AND WHEN HIS SON HAD SUCCEEDED HIS FATHER IN THE KINGDOM, DAVID SENT AMBASSADORS TO HIM TO COMFORT HIM; AND EXHORTED HIM TO TAKE HIS FATHER'S DEATH PATIENTLY, AND TO EXPECT THAT HE WOULD CONTINUE THE SAME KINDNESS TO HIMSELF WHICH HE HAD SHOWN TO HIS FATHER. BUT THE PRINCES OF THE AMMONITES TOOK THIS MESSAGE IN EVIL PART, AND NOT AS DAVID'S KIND DISPOSITIONS GAVE REASON TO TAKE IT; AND THEY EXCITED THE KING TO RESENT IT; AND SAID THAT DAVID HAD SENT MEN TO SPY OUT THE COUNTRY, AND WHAT STRENGTH IT HAD, UNDER THE PRETENSE OF HUMANITY AND KINDNESS. THEY FURTHER ADVISED HIM TO HAVE A CARE, AND NOT TO GIVE HEED TO DAVID'S WORDS, LEST HE SHOULD BE DELUDED BY HIM, AND SO FALL INTO AN INCONSOLABLE CALAMITY. ACCORDINGLY, NAHASH'S [SON], THE KING OF THE AMMONITES, THOUGHT THESE PRINCES SPOKE WHAT WAS MORE PROBABLE THAN THE TRUTH WOULD ADMIT, AND SO ABUSED THE AMBASSADORS AFTER A VERY HARSH MANNER; FOR HE SHAVED THE ONE HALF OF THEIR BEARDS, AND CUT OFF ONE HALF OF THEIR GARMENTS, AND SENT HIS ANSWER, NOT IN WORDS, BUT IN DEEDS. WHEN THE KING OF ISRAEL SAW THIS, HE HAD INDIGNATION AT IT, AND SHOWED OPENLY THAT HE WOULD NOT OVERLOOK THIS INJURIOUS AND CONTUMELIOUS TREATMENT, BUT WOULD MAKE WAR WITH THE AMMONITES, AND WOULD AVENGE THIS WICKED TREATMENT OF HIS AMBASSADORS ON THEIR KING. SO THAT KING'S INTIMATE FRIENDS AND COMMANDERS, UNDERSTANDING THAT THEY HAD VIOLATED THEIR LEAGUE, AND WERE LIABLE TO BE PUNISHED FOR THE SAME, MADE PREPARATIONS FOR WAR; THEY ALSO SENT A THOUSAND TALENTS TO THE SYRIAN KING OF MESOPOTAMIA, AND ENDEAVORED TO PREVAIL WITH HIM TO ASSIST THEM FOR THAT PAY, AND SHOBACH. NOW THESE KINGS HAD TWENTY THOUSAND FOOTMEN. THEY ALSO HIRED THE KING OF THE COUNTRY CALLED MAACAH, AND A FOURTH KING, BY NAME ISHTOB; WHICH LAST HAD TWELVE THOUSAND ARMED MEN. 
2. BUT DAVID WAS UNDER NO CONSTERNATION AT THIS CONFEDERACY, NOR AT THE FORCES OF THE AMMONITES; AND PUTTING HIS TRUST IN GOD, BECAUSE HE WAS GOING TO WAR IN A JUST CAUSE, ON ACCOUNT OF THE INJURIOUS TREATMENT HE HAD MET WITH, HE IMMEDIATELY SENT JOAB, THE CAPTAIN OF HIS HOST, AGAINST THEM, AND GAVE HIM THE FLOWER OF HIS ARMY, WHO PITCHED HIS CAMP BY RABBAH, THE METROPOLIS OF THE AMMONITES; WHEREUPON THE ENEMY CAME OUT, AND SET THEMSELVES IN ARRAY, NOT ALL OF THEM TOGETHER, BUT IN TWO BODIES; FOR THE AUXILIARIES WERE SET IN ARRAY IN THE PLAIN BY THEMSELVES, BUT THE ARMY OF THE AMMONITES AT THE GATES OVER AGAINST THE HEBREWS. WHEN JOAB SAW THIS, HE OPPOSED ONE STRATAGEM AGAINST ANOTHER, AND CHOSE OUT THE MOST HARDY PART OF HIS MEN, AND SET THEM IN OPPOSITION TO THE KING OF SYRIA, AND THE KINGS THAT WERE WITH HIM, AND GAVE THE OTHER PART TO HIS BROTHER ABISHAI, AND BID HIM SET THEM IN OPPOSITION TO THE AMMONITES; AND SAID TO HIM, THAT IN CASE HE SHOULD SEE THAT THE SYRIANS DISTRESSED HIM, AND WERE TOO HARD FOR HIM, HE SHOULD ORDER HIS TROOPS TO TURN ABOUT AND ASSIST HIM; AND HE SAID THAT HE HIMSELF WOULD DO THE SAME TO HIM, IF HE SAW HIM IN THE LIKE DISTRESS FROM THE AMMONITES. SO, HE SENT HIS BROTHER BEFORE, AND ENCOURAGED HIM TO DO EVERY THING COURAGEOUSLY AND WITH ALACRITY, WHICH WOULD TEACH THEM TO BE AFRAID OF DISGRACE, AND TO FIGHT MANFULLY; AND SO, HE DISMISSED HIM TO FIGHT WITH THE AMMONITES, WHILE HE FELL UPON THE SYRIANS. AND THOUGH THEY MADE A STRONG OPPOSITION FOR A WHILE, JOAB SLEW MANY OF THEM, BUT COMPELLED THE REST TO BETAKE THEMSELVES TO FLIGHT; WHICH, WHEN THE AMMONITES SAW, AND WERE WITHAL AFRAID OF ABISHAI AND HIS ARMY, THEY STAID NO LONGER, BUT IMITATED THEIR AUXILIARIES, AND FLED TO THE CITY. SO, JOAB, WHEN HE HAD THUS OVERCOME THE ENEMY, RETURNED WITH GREAT JOY TO JERUSALEM TO THE KING. 
3. THIS DEFEAT DID NOT STILL INDUCE THE AMMONITES TO BE QUIET, NOR TO OWN THOSE THAT WERE SUPERIOR TO THEM TO BE SO, AND BE STILL, BUT THEY SENT TO CHALAMAN, THE KING OF THE SYRIANS, BEYOND EUPHRATES, AND HIRED HIM FOR AN AUXILIARY. HE HAD SHOBACH FOR THE CAPTAIN OF HIS HOST, WITH EIGHTY THOUSAND FOOTMEN, AND TEN THOUSAND HORSEMEN. NOW WHEN THE KING OF THE HEBREWS UNDERSTOOD THAT THE AMMONITES HAD AGAIN GATHERED SO GREAT AN ARMY TOGETHER, HE DETERMINED TO MAKE WAR WITH THEM NO LONGER BY HIS GENERALS, BUT HE PASSED OVER THE RIVER JORDAN HIMSELF WITH ALL HIS ARMY; AND WHEN HE MET THEM, HE JOINED BATTLE WITH THEM, AND OVERCAME THEM, AND SLEW FORTY THOUSAND OF THEIR FOOTMEN, AND SEVEN THOUSAND OF THEIR HORSEMEN. HE ALSO WOUNDED SHOBACH, THE GENERAL OF CHALAMAN'S FORCES, WHO DIED OF THAT STROKE; BUT THE PEOPLE OF MESOPOTAMIA, UPON SUCH A CONCLUSION OF THE BATTLE, DELIVERED THEMSELVES UP TO DAVID, AND SENT HIM PRESENTS, WHO AT WINTER TIME RETURNED TO JERUSALEM. BUT AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SPRING HE SENT JOAB, THE CAPTAIN OF HIS HOST, TO FIGHT AGAINST THE AMMONITES, WHO OVERRAN ALL THEIR COUNTRY, AND LAID IT WASTE, AND SHUT THEM UP IN THEIR METROPOLIS RABBAH, AND BESIEGED THEM THEREIN.
CHAPTER 7. HOW DAVID FELL IN LOVE WITH BATHSHEBA, AND SLEW HER HUSBAND URIAH, FOR WHICH HE IS REPROVED BY NATHAN. 
1. BUT DAVID FELL NOW INTO A VERY GRIEVOUS SIN, THOUGH HE WERE OTHERWISE NATURALLY A RIGHTEOUS AND A RELIGIOUS MAN, AND ONE THAT FIRMLY OBSERVED THE LAWS OF OUR FATHERS; FOR WHEN LATE IN AN EVENING HE TOOK A VIEW ROUND HIM FROM THE ROOF OF HIS ROYAL PALACE, WHERE HE USED TO WALK AT THAT HOUR, HE SAW A WOMAN WASHING HERSELF IN HER OWN HOUSE: SHE WAS ONE OF EXTRAORDINARY BEAUTY, AND THEREIN SURPASSED ALL OTHER WOMEN; HER NAME WAS BATHSHEBA. SO, HE WAS OVERCOME BY THAT WOMAN'S BEAUTY, AND WAS NOT ABLE TO RESTRAIN HIS DESIRES, BUT SENT FOR HER, AND LAY WITH HER. HEREUPON SHE CONCEIVED WITH CHILD, AND SENT TO THE KING, THAT HE SHOULD CONTRIVE SOME WAY FOR CONCEALING HER SIN (FOR, ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF THEIR FATHERS, SHE WHO HAD BEEN GUILTY OF ADULTERY OUGHT TO BE PUT TO DEATH). SO, THE KING SENT FOR JOAB'S ARMOR-BEARER FROM THE SIEGE, WHO WAS THE WOMAN'S HUSBAND, AND HIS NAME WAS URIAH. AND WHEN HE WAS COME, THE KING INQUIRED OF HIM ABOUT THE ARMY, AND ABOUT THE SIEGE; AND WHEN HE HAD MADE ANSWER THAT ALL THEIR AFFAIRS WENT ACCORDING TO THEIR WISHES, THE KING TOOK SOME PORTIONS OF MEAT FROM HIS SUPPER, AND GAVE THEM TO HIM, AND BADE HIM GO HOME TO HIS WIFE, AND TAKE HIS REST WITH HER. URIAH DID NOT DO SO, BUT SLEPT NEAR THE KING WITH THE REST OF HIS ARMOR-BEARERS. WHEN THE KING WAS INFORMED OF THIS, HE ASKED HIM WHY HE DID NOT GO HOME TO HIS HOUSE, AND TO HIS WIFE, AFTER SO LONG AN ABSENCE; WHICH IS THE NATURAL CUSTOM OF ALL MEN, WHEN THEY COME FROM A LONG JOURNEY. HE REPLIED, THAT IT WAS NOT RIGHT, WHILE HIS FELLOW SOLDIERS, AND THE GENERAL OF THE ARMY, SLEPT UPON THE GROUND, IN THE CAMP, AND IN AN ENEMY'S COUNTRY, THAT HE SHOULD GO AND TAKE HIS REST, AND SOLACE HIMSELF WITH HIS WIFE. SO, WHEN HE HAD THUS REPLIED, THE KING ORDERED HIM TO STAY THERE THAT NIGHT, THAT HE MIGHT DISMISS HIM THE NEXT DAY TO THE GENERAL. SO, THE KING INVITED URIAH TO SUPPER, AND AFTER A CUNNING AND DEXTEROUS MANLIER PLIED HIM WITH DRINK AT SUPPER, TILL HE WAS THEREBY DISORDERED; YET DID HE NEVERTHELESS SLEEP AT THE KING'S GATES WITHOUT ANY INCLINATION TO GO TO HIS WIFE. UPON THIS THE KING WAS VERY ANGRY AT HIM; AND WROTE TO JOAB, AND COMMANDED HIM TO PUNISH URIAH, FOR HE TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD OFFENDED HIM; AND HE SUGGESTED TO HIM THE MANNER IN WHICH HE WOULD HAVE HIM PUNISHED, THAT IT MIGHT NOT BE DISCOVERED THAT HE WAS HIMSELF THE AUTHOR OF THIS HIS PUNISHMENT; FOR HE CHARGED HIM TO SET HIM OVER AGAINST THAT PART OF THE ENEMY'S ARMY WHERE THE ATTACK WOULD BE MOST HAZARDOUS, AND WHERE HE MIGHT BE DESERTED, AND BE IN THE GREATEST JEOPARDY, FOR HE BADE HIM ORDER HIS FELLOW SOLDIERS TO RETIRE OUT OF THE FIGHT. WHEN HE HAD WRITTEN THUS TO HIM, AND SEALED THE LETTER WITH HIS OWN SEAL, HE GAVE IT TO URIAH TO CARRY TO JOAB. WHEN JOAB HAD RECEIVED IT, AND UPON READING IT UNDERSTOOD THE KING'S PURPOSE, HE SET URIAH IN THAT PLACE WHERE HE KNEW THE ENEMY WOULD BE MOST TROUBLESOME TO THEM; AND GAVE HIM FOR HIS PARTNERS SOME OF THE BEST SOLDIERS IN THE ARMY; AND SAID THAT HE WOULD ALSO COME TO THEIR ASSISTANCE WITH THE WHOLE ARMY, THAT IF POSSIBLE THEY MIGHT BREAK DOWN SOME PART OF THE WALL, AND ENTER THE CITY. AND HE DESIRED HIM TO BE GLAD OF THE OPPORTUNITY OF EXPOSING HIMSELF TO SUCH GREAT PAINS, AND NOT TO BE DISPLEASED AT IT, SINCE HE WAS A VALIANT SOLDIER, AND HAD A GREAT REPUTATION FOR HIS VALOR, BOTH WITH THE KING AND WITH HIS COUNTRYMEN. AND WHEN URIAH UNDERTOOK THE WORK HE WAS SET UPON WITH ALACRITY, HE GAVE PRIVATE ORDERS TO THOSE WHO WERE TO BE HIS COMPANIONS, THAT WHEN THEY SAW THE ENEMY MAKE A SALLY, THEY SHOULD LEAVE HIM. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE HEBREWS MADE AN ATTACK UPON THE CITY, THE AMMONITES WERE AFRAID THAT THE ENEMY MIGHT PREVENT THEM, AND GET UP INTO THE CITY, AND THIS AT THE VERY PLACE WHITHER URIAH WAS ORDERED; SO, THEY EXPOSED THEIR BEST SOLDIERS TO BE IN THE FOREFRONT, AND OPENED THEIR GATES SUDDENLY, AND FELL UPON THE ENEMY WITH GREAT VEHEMENCE, AND RAN VIOLENTLY UPON THEM. WHEN THOSE THAT WERE WITH URIAH SAW THIS, THEY ALL RETREATED BACKWARD, AS JOAB HAD DIRECTED THEM BEFOREHAND; BUT URIAH, AS ASHAMED TO RUN AWAY AND LEAVE HIS POST, SUSTAINED THE ENEMY, AND RECEIVING THE VIOLENCE OF THEIR ONSET, HE SLEW MANY OF THEM; BUT BEING ENCOMPASSED ROUND, AND CAUGHT IN THE MIDST OF THEM, HE WAS SLAIN, AND SOME OTHER OF HIS COMPANIONS WERE SLAIN WITH HIM. 
2. WHEN THIS WAS DONE, JOAB SENT MESSENGERS TO THE KING, AND ORDERED THEM TO TELL HIM THAT HE DID WHAT HE COULD TO TAKE THE CITY SOON; BUT THAT, AS THEY MADE AN ASSAULT ON THE WALL, THEY HAD BEEN FORCED TO RETIRE WITH GREAT LOSS; AND BADE THEM, IF THEY SAW THE KING WAS ANGRY AT IT, TO ADD THIS, THAT URIAH WAS SLAIN ALSO. WHEN THE KING HAD HEARD THIS OF THE MESSENGERS, HE TOOK IT HEINOUSLY, AND SAID THAT THEY DID WRONG WHEN THEY ASSAULTED THE WALL, WHEREAS THEY OUGHT, BY UNDERMINING AND OTHER STRATAGEMS OF WAR, TO ENDEAVOR THE TAKING OF RITE CITY, ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY HAD BEFORE THEIR EYES THE EXAMPLE OF ABIMELECH, THE SON OF GIDEON, WHO WOULD NEEDS TAKE THE TOWER IN THEBES BY FORCE, AND WAS KILLED BY A LARGE STONE THROWN AT HIM BY AN OLD WOMAN; AND ALTHOUGH HE WAS A MAN OF GREAT PROWESS, HE DIED IGNOMINIOUSLY BY THE DANGEROUS MANNER OF HIS ASSAULT: THAT THEY SHOULD REMEMBER THIS ACCIDENT, AND NOT COME NEAR THE ENEMY'S WALL, FOR THAT THE BEST METHOD OF MAKING WAR WITH SUCCESS WAS TO CALL TO MIND THE ACCIDENTS OF FORMER WARS, AND WHAT GOOD OR BAD SUCCESS HAD ATTENDED THEM IN THE LIKE DANGEROUS CASES, THAT SO THEY MIGHT IMITATE THE ONE, AND AVOID THE OTHER. BUT WHEN THE KING WAS IN THIS DISPOSITION, THE MESSENGER TOLD HIM THAT URIAH WAS SLAIN ALSO; WHEREUPON HE WAS PACIFIED. SO HE BADE THE MESSENGER GO BACK TO JOAB AND TELL HIM THAT THIS MISFORTUNE IS NO OTHER THAN WHAT IS COMMON AMONG MANKIND, AND THAT SUCH IS THE NATURE, AND SUCH THE ACCIDENTS OF WAR, INSOMUCH THAT SOMETIMES THE ENEMY WILL HAVE SUCCESS THEREIN, AND SOMETIMES OTHERS; BUT THAT HE ORDERED HIM TO GO ON STILL IN HIS CARE ABOUT THE SIEGE, THAT NO ILL ACCIDENT MIGHT BEFALL HIM IN IT HEREAFTER; THAT THEY SHOULD RAISE BULWARKS AND USE MACHINES IN BESIEGING THE CITY; AND WHEN THEY HAVE GOTTEN IT, TO OVERTURN ITS VERY FOUNDATIONS, AND TO DESTROY ALL THOSE THAT ARE IN IT. ACCORDINGLY, THE MESSENGER CARRIED THE KING'S MESSAGE WITH WHICH HE WAS CHARGED, AND MADE HASTE TO JOAB. BUT BATHSHEBA, THE WIFE OF URIAH, WHEN SHE WAS INFORMED OF THE DEATH OF HER HUSBAND, MOURNED FOR HIS DEATH MANY DAYS; AND WHEN HER MOURNING WAS OVER, AND THE TEARS WHICH SHE SHED FOR URIAH WERE DRIED UP, THE KING TOOK HER TO WIFE PRESENTLY; AND A SON WAS BORN TO HIM BY HER. 
3. WITH THIS MARRIAGE GOD WAS NOT WELL PLEASED, BUT WAS THEREUPON ANGRY AT DAVID; AND HE APPEARED TO NATHAN THE PROPHET IN HIS SLEEP, AND COMPLAINED OF THE KING. NOW NATHAN WAS A FAIR AND PRUDENT MAN; AND CONSIDERING THAT KINGS, WHEN THEY FALL INTO A PASSION, ARE GUIDED MORE BY THAT PASSION THAN THEY ARE BY JUSTICE, HE RESOLVED TO CONCEAL THE THREATENING’S THAT PROCEEDED FROM GOD, AND MADE A GOOD-NATURED DISCOURSE TO HIM, AND THIS AFTER THE. MANNER FOLLOWING: - HE DESIRED THAT THE KING WOULD GIVE HIM HIS OPINION IN THE FOLLOWING CASE: - THERE WERE," SAID HE, "TWO MEN INHABITING THE SAME CITY, THE ONE OF THEM WAS RICH, AND [THE OTHER POOR]. THE RICH MAN HAD A GREAT MANY FLOCKS OF CATTLE, OF SHEEP, AND OF KINE; BUT THE POOR MAN HAD BUT ONE EWE LAMB. THIS HE BROUGHT UP WITH HIS CHILDREN, AND LET HER EAT HER FOOD WITH THEM; AND HE HAD THE SAME NATURAL AFFECTION FOR HER WHICH ANY ONE MIGHT HAVE FOR A DAUGHTER. NOW UPON THE COMING OF A STRANGER TO THE RICH MAN, HE WOULD NOT VOUCHSAFE TO KILL ANY OF HIS OWN FLOCKS, AND THENCE FEAST HIS FRIEND; BUT HE SENT FOR THE POOR MAN'S LAMB, AND TOOK HER AWAY FROM HIM, AND MADE HER READY FOR FOOD, AND THENCE FEASTED THE STRANGER." THIS DISCOURSE TROUBLED THE KING EXCEEDINGLY; AND HE DENOUNCED TO NATHAN, THAT "THIS MAN WAS A WICKED MAN WHO COULD DARE TO DO SUCH A THING; AND THAT IT WAS BUT JUST THAT HE SHOULD RESTORE THE LAMB FOURFOLD, AND BE PUNISHED WITH DEATH FOR IT ALSO." UPON THIS NATHAN IMMEDIATELY SAID THAT HE WAS HIMSELF THE MAN WHO OUGHT TO SUFFER THOSE PUNISHMENTS, AND THAT BY HIS OWN SENTENCE; AND THAT IT WAS HE WHO HAD PERPETRATED THIS 'GREAT AND HORRID CRIME. HE ALSO REVEALED TO HIM, AND LAID BEFORE HIM, THE ANGER OF GOD AGAINST HIM, WHO HAD MADE HIM KING OVER THE ARMY OF THE HEBREWS, AND LORD OF ALL THE NATIONS, AND THOSE MANY AND GREAT NATIONS ROUND ABOUT HIM; WHO HAD FORMERLY DELIVERED HIM OUT OF THE HANDS OF SAUL, AND HAD GIVEN HIM SUCH WIVES AS HE HAD JUSTLY AND LEGALLY MARRIED; AND NOW THIS GOD WAS DESPISED BY HIM, AND AFFRONTED BY HIS IMPIETY, WHEN HE HAD MARRIED, AND NOW HAD, ANOTHER MAN'S WIFE; AND BY EXPOSING HER HUSBAND TO THE ENEMY, HAD REALLY SLAIN HIM; 'THAT GOD WOULD INFLICT PUNISHMENTS UPON HIM ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE INSTANCES OF WICKEDNESS; THAT HIS OWN WIVES SHOULD BE FORCED BY ONE OF HIS SONS; AND THAT HE SHOULD BE TREACHEROUSLY SUPPLANTED BY THE SAME SON; AND THAT ALTHOUGH HE HAD PERPETRATED HIS WICKEDNESS SECRETLY, YET SHOULD THAT PUNISHMENT WHICH HE WAS TO UNDERGO BE INFLICTED PUBLICLY UPON HIM; "THAT, MOREOVER," SAID HE, "THE CHILD WHICH WAS BORN TO THEE OF HER SHALL SOON DIE." WHEN THE KING WAS TROUBLED AT THESE MESSAGES, AND SUFFICIENTLY CONFOUNDED, AND SAID WITH TEARS AND SORROW THAT HE HAD SINNED, (FOR HE WAS WITHOUT CONTROVERSY A PIOUS MAN, AND GUILTY OF NO SIN AT ALL IN HIS WHOLE LIFE, EXCEPTING THOSE IN THE MATTER OF URIAH,) GOD HAD COMPASSION ON HIM, AND WAS RECONCILED TO HIM, AND PROMISED THAT HE WOULD PRESERVE TO HIM BOTH HIS LIFE AND HIS KINGDOM; FOR HE SAID THAT, SEEING HE REPENTED OF THE THINGS HE HAD DONE, HE WAS NO LONGER DISPLEASED WITH HIM. SO, NATHAN, WHEN HE HAD DELIVERED THIS PROPHECY TO THE KING, RETURNED HOME. 
4. HOWEVER, GOD SENT A DANGEROUS DISTEMPER UPON THE CHILD THAT WAS BORN TO DAVID OF THE WIFE OF URIAH, AT WHICH THE KING WAS TROUBLED, AND DID NOT TAKE ANY FOOD FOR SEVEN DAYS, ALTHOUGH HIS SERVANTS ALMOST FORCED HIM TO TAKE IT; BUT HE CLOTHED HIMSELF IN A BLACK GARMENT, AND FELL DOWN, AND LAY UPON THE GROUND IN SACKCLOTH, ENTRUSTING GOD FOR THE RECOVERY OF THE CHILD, FOR HE VEHEMENTLY LOVED THE CHILD'S MOTHER; BUT WHEN, ON THE SEVENTH DAY, THE CHILD WAS DEAD, THE KING'S SERVANTS DURST NOT TELL HIM OF IT, AS SUPPOSING THAT WHEN HE KNEW IT, HE WOULD STILL LESS ADMIT OF FOOD, AND OTHER CARE OF HIMSELF, BY REASON OF HIS GRIEF AT THE DEATH OF HIS SON, SINCE WHEN THE CHILD WAS ONLY SICK, HE SO GREATLY AFFLICTED HIMSELF, AND GRIEVED FOR HIM: BUT WHEN THE KING PERCEIVED THAT HIS SERVANTS WERE IN DISORDER, AND SEEMED TO BE AFFECTED, AS THOSE WHO ARE VERY DESIROUS TO CONCEAL SOMETHING, HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE CHILD WAS DEAD; AND WHEN HE HAD CALLED ONE OF HIS SERVANTS TO HIM, AND DISCOVERED THAT SO IT WAS, HE AROSE UP AND WASHED HIMSELF, AND TOOK A WHITE GARMENT, AND CAME INTO THE TABERNACLE OF GOD. HE ALSO COMMANDED THEM TO SET SUPPER BEFORE HIM, AND THEREBY GREATLY SURPRISED HIS KINDRED AND SERVANTS, WHILE HE DID NOTHING OF THIS WHEN THE CHILD WAS SICK, BUT DID IT ALL WHEN HE WAS DEAD. WHEREUPON HAVING FIRST BEGGED LEAVE TO ASK HIM A QUESTION, THEY BESOUGHT HIM TO TELL THEM THE REASON OF THIS HIS CONDUCT; HE THEN CALLED THEM UNSKILLFUL PEOPLE, AND INSTRUCTED THEM HOW HE HAD HOPES OF THE RECOVERY OF THE CHILD WHILE IT WAS ALIVE, AND ACCORDINGLY DID ALL THAT WAS PROPER FOR HIM TO DO, AS THINKING BY SUCH MEANS TO RENDER GOD PROPITIOUS TO HIM; BUT THAT WHEN THE CHILD WAS DEAD, THERE WAS NO LONGER ANY OCCASION FOR GRIEF, WHICH WAS THEN TO NO PURPOSE. WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, THEY COMMENDED THE KING'S WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING. HE THEN WENT IN UNTO BATHSHEBA HIS WIFE, AND SHE CONCEIVED AND BARE A SON; AND BY THE COMMAND OF NATHAN THE PROPHET CALLED HIS NAME SOLOMON. 
5. BUT JOAB SORELY DISTRESSED THE AMMONITES IN THE SIEGE, BY CUTTING OFF THEIR WATERS, AND DEPRIVING THEM OF OTHER MEANS OF SUBSISTENCE, TILL THEY WERE IN THE GREATEST WANT OF MEAT AND DRINK, FOR THEY DEPENDED ONLY ON ONE SMALL WELL OF WATER, AND THIS THEY DURST NOT DRINK OF TOO FREELY, LEST THE FOUNTAIN SHOULD ENTIRELY FAIL THEM. SO, HE WROTE TO THE KING, AND INFORMED HIM THEREOF; AND PERSUADED HIM TO COME HIMSELF TO TAKE THE CITY, THAT HE MIGHT HAVE THE HONOR OF THE VICTORY. UPON THIS LETTER OF JOAB'S, THE KING ACCEPTED OF HIS GOOD-WILL AND FIDELITY, AND TOOK WITH HIM HIS ARMY, AND CAME TO THE DESTRUCTION OF RABBAH; AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN IT BY FORCE, HE GAVE IT TO HIS SOLDIERS TO PLUNDER IT; BUT HE HIMSELF TOOK THE KING OF THE AMMONITES' CROWN, WHOSE WEIGHT WAS A TALENT OF GOLD; AND IT HAD IN ITS MIDDLE A PRECIOUS STONE CALLED A SARDONYX; WHICH CROWN DAVID EVER AFTER WORE ON HIS OWN HEAD. HE ALSO FOUND MANY OTHER VESSELS IN THE CITY, AND THOSE BOTH SPLENDID AND OF GREAT PRICE; BUT AS FOR THE MEN, HE TORMENTED THEM, AND THEN DESTROYED THEM; AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE OTHER CITIES OF THE AMMONITES BY FORCE, HE TREATED THEM AFTER THE SAME MANNER.
CHAPTER 8. HOW ABSALOM MURDERED AMNON, WHO HAD FORCED HIS OWN SISTER; AND HOW HE WAS BANISHED AND AFTERWARDS RECALLED BY DAVID. 
1. WHEN THE KING WAS RETURNED TO JERUSALEM, A SAD MISFORTUNE BEFELL HIS HOUSE, ON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING: HE HAD A DAUGHTER, WHO WAS YET A VIRGIN, AND VERY HANDSOME, INSOMUCH THAT SHE SURPASSED ALL THE MOST BEAUTIFUL WOMEN; HER NAME WAS TAMAR; SHE HAD THE SAME MOTHER WITH ABSALOM. NOW AMNON, DAVID'S ELDEST SON, FELL IN LOVE WITH HER, AND BEING NOT ABLE TO OBTAIN HIS DESIRES, ON ACCOUNT OF HER VIRGINITY, AND THE CUSTODY SHE WAS UNDER, WAS SO MUCH OUT OF ORDER, NAY, HIS GRIEF SO EAT UP HIS BODY, THAT HE GREW LEAN, AND HIS COLOR WAS CHANGED. NOW THERE WAS ONE JENADAB, A KINSMAN AND FRIEND OF HIS, WHO DISCOVERED THIS HIS PASSION, FOR HE WAS AN EXTRAORDINARY WISE MAN, AND OF GREAT SAGACITY OF MIND. WHEN, THEREFORE, HE SAW THAT EVERY MORNING AMNON WAS NOT IN BODY AS HE OUGHT TO BE, HE CAME TO HIM, AND DESIRED HIM TO TELL HIM WHAT WAS THE CAUSE OF IT: HOWEVER, HE SAID THAT HE GUESSED THAT IT AROSE FROM THE PASSION OF LOVE. AMNON CONFESSED HIS PASSION, THAT HE WAS IN LOVE WITH A SISTER OF HIS, WHO HAD THE SAME FATHER WITH HIMSELF. SO JENADAB SUGGESTED TO HIM BY WHAT METHOD AND CONTRIVANCE HE MIGHT OBTAIN HIS DESIRES; FOR HE PERSUADED HIM TO PRETEND SICKNESS, AND BADE HIM, WHEN HIS FATHER SHOULD COME TO HIM, TO BEG OF HIM THAT HIS SISTER MIGHT COME AND MINISTER TO HIM; FOR IF THAT WERE DONE, HE SHOULD BE BETTER, AND SHOULD QUICKLY RECOVER FROM HIS DISTEMPER. SO AMNON LAY DOWN ON HIS BED, AND PRETENDED TO BE SICK, AS JONADAB HAD SUGGESTED. WHEN HIS FATHER CAME, AND INQUIRED HOW HE DID, HE BEGGED OF HIM TO SEND HIS SISTER TO HIM. ACCORDINGLY, HE PRESENTLY ORDERED HER TO BE BROUGHT TO HIM; AND WHEN SHE WAS COME, AMNON BADE HER MAKE CAKES FOR HIM, AND FRY THEM IN A PAN, AND DO IT ALL WITH HER OWN HANDS, BECAUSE HE SHOULD TAKE THEM BETTER FROM HER HAND [THAN FROM ANY ONE'S ELSE]. SO, SHE KNEADED THE FLOUR IN THE SIGHT OF HER BROTHER, AND MADE HIM CAKES, AND BAKED THEM IN A PAN, AND BROUGHT THEM TO HIM; BUT AT THAT TIME, HE WOULD NOT TASTE THEM, BUT GAVE ORDER TO HIS SERVANTS TO SEND ALL THAT WERE THERE OUT OF HIS CHAMBER, BECAUSE HE HAD A MIND TO REPOSE HIMSELF, FREE FROM TUMULT AND DISTURBANCE. AS SOON AS WHAT HE HAD COMMANDED WAS DONE, HE DESIRED HIS SISTER TO BRING HIS SUPPER TO HIM INTO THE INNER PARLOR; WHICH, WHEN THE DAMSEL HAD DONE, HE TOOK HOLD OF HER, AND ENDEAVORED TO PERSUADE HER TO LIE WITH HIM. WHEREUPON THE DAMSEL CRIED OUT, AND SAID, "NAY, BROTHER, DO NOT FORCE ME, NOR BE SO WICKED AS TO TRANSGRESS THE LAWS, AND BRING UPON THYSELF THE UTMOST CONFUSION. CURB THIS THY UNRIGHTEOUS AND IMPURE LUST, FROM WHICH OUR HOUSE WILL GET NOTHING BUT REPROACH AND DISGRACE." SHE ALSO ADVISED HIM TO SPEAK TO HIS FATHER ABOUT THIS AFFAIR; FOR HE WOULD PERMIT HIM [TO MARRY HER]. THIS SHE SAID, AS DESIROUS TO AVOID HER BROTHER'S VIOLENT PASSION AT PRESENT. BUT HE WOULD NOT YIELD TO HER; BUT, INFLAMED WITH LOVE AND BLINDED WITH THE VEHEMENCY OF HIS PASSION, HE FORCED HIS SISTER: BUT AS SOON AS AMNON HAD SATISFIED HIS LUST, HE HATED HER IMMEDIATELY, AND GIVING HER REPROACHFUL WORDS, BADE HER RISE UP AND BE GONE. AND WHEN SHE SAID THAT THIS WAS A MORE INJURIOUS TREATMENT THAN THE FORMER, IF, NOW HE HAD FORCED HER, HE WOULD NOT LET HER STAY WITH HIM TILL THE EVENING, BUT BID HER GO AWAY IN THE DAY-TIME, AND WHILE IT WAS LIGHT, THAT SHE MIGHT MEET WITH PEOPLE THAT WOULD BE WITNESSES OF HER SHAME, - HE COMMANDED HIS SERVANT TO TURN HER OUT OF HIS HOUSE. WHEREUPON SHE WAS SORELY GRIEVED AT THE INJURY AND VIOLENCE THAT HAD BEEN OFFERED TO HER, AND RENT HER LOOSE COAT, (FOR THE VIRGINS OF OLD TIME WORE SUCH LOOSE COATS TIED AT THE HANDS, AND LET DOWN TO THE ANKLES, THAT THE INNER COATS MIGHT NOT BE SEEN,) AND SPRINKLED ASHES ON HER HEAD; AND WENT UP THE MIDDLE OF THE CITY, CRYING OUT AND LAMENTING FOR THE VIOLENCE THAT HAD BEEN OFFERED HER. NOW ABSALOM, HER BROTHER, HAPPENED TO MEET HER, AND ASKED HER WHAT SAD THING HAD BEFALLEN HER, THAT SHE WAS IN THAT PLIGHT; AND WHEN SHE HAD TOLD HIM WHAT INJURY HAD BEEN OFFERED HER, HE COMFORTED HER, AND DESIRED HER TO BE QUIET, AND TAKE ALL PATIENTLY, AND NOT TO ESTEEM HER BEING CORRUPTED BY HER BROTHER AS AN INJURY. SO, SHE YIELDED TO HIS ADVICE, AND LEFT OFF HER CRYING OUT, AND DISCOVERING THE FORCE OFFERED HER TO THE MULTITUDE; AND SHE CONTINUED AS A WIDOW WITH HER BROTHER ABSALOM A LONG TIME. 
2. WHEN DAVID HIS FATHER KNEW THIS, HE WAS GRIEVED AT THE ACTIONS OF AMNON; BUT BECAUSE HE HAD AN EXTRAORDINARY AFFECTION FOR HIM, FOR HE WAS HIS ELDEST SON, HE WAS COMPELLED NOT TO AFFLICT HIM; BUT ABSALOM WATCHED FOR A FIT OPPORTUNITY OF REVENGING THIS CRIME UPON HIM, FOR HE THOROUGHLY HATED HIM. NOW THE SECOND YEAR AFTER THIS WICKED AFFAIR ABOUT HIS SISTER WAS OVER, AND ABSALOM WAS ABOUT TO GO TO SHEAR HIS OWN SHEEP AT BAALHAZOR, WHICH IS A CITY IN THE PORTION OF EPHRAIM, HE BESOUGHT HIS FATHER, AS WELL AS HIS BRETHREN, TO COME AND FEAST WITH HIM: BUT WHEN DAVID EXCUSED HIMSELF, AS NOT BEING WILLING TO BE BURDENSOME TO HIM, ABSALOM DESIRED HE WOULD HOWEVER SEND HIS BRETHREN; WHOM HE DID SEND ACCORDINGLY. THEN ABSALOM CHARGED HIS OWN SERVANTS, THAT WHEN THEY SHOULD SEE AMNON DISORDERED AND DROWSY WITH WINE, AND HE SHOULD GIVE THEM A SIGNAL, THEY SHOULD FEAR NOBODY, BUT KILL HIM. 
3. WHEN THEY HAD DONE AS THEY WERE COMMANDED, THE REST OF HIS BRETHREN WERE ASTONISHED AND DISTURBED, AND WERE AFRAID FOR THEMSELVES, SO THEY IMMEDIATELY GOT ON HORSEBACK, AND RODE AWAY TO THEIR FATHER; BUT SOMEBODY THERE WAS WHO PREVENTED THEM, AND TOLD THEIR FATHER THEY WERE ALL SLAIN BY ABSALOM; WHEREUPON HE WAS OVERCOME WITH SORROW, AS FOR SO MANY OF HIS SONS THAT WERE DESTROYED AT ONCE, AND THAT BY THEIR BROTHER ALSO; AND BY THIS CONSIDERATION, THAT IT WAS THEIR BROTHER THAT APPEARED TO HAVE SLAIN THEM, HE AGGRAVATED HIS SORROW FOR THEM. SO HE NEITHER INQUIRED WHAT WAS THE CAUSE OF THIS SLAUGHTER, NOR STAID TO HEAR ANY THING ELSE, WHICH YET IT WAS BUT REASONABLE TO HAVE DONE, WHEN SO VERY GREAT, AND BY THAT GREATNESS SO INCREDIBLE, A MISFORTUNE WAS RELATED TO HIM: HE RENT HIS CLOTHES AND THREW HIMSELF UPON THE GROUND, AND THERE LAY LAMENTING THE LOSS OF ALL HIS SONS, BOTH THOSE WHO, AS HE WAS INFORMED, WERE SLAIN, AND OF HIM WHO SLEW THEM. BUT JONADAB, THE SON OF HIS BROTHER SHEMEAH, ENTREATED HIM NOT TO INDULGE HIS SORROW SO FAR, FOR AS TO THE REST OF HIS SONS HE DID NOT BELIEVE THAT THEY WERE SLAIN, FOR HE FOUND NO CAUSE FOR SUCH A SUSPICION; BUT HE SAID IT MIGHT DESERVE INQUIRY AS TO AMNON, FOR IT WAS NOT UNLIKELY THAT ABSALOM MIGHT VENTURE TO KILL HIM ON ACCOUNT OF THE INJURY HE HAD OFFERED TO TAMAR. IN THE MEAN TIME, A GREAT NOISE OF HORSES, AND A TUMULT OF SOME PEOPLE THAT WERE COMING, TURNED THEIR ATTENTION TO THEM; THEY WERE THE KING'S SONS, WHO WERE FLED AWAY FROM THE FEAST. SO, THEIR FATHER MET THEM AS THEY WERE IN THEIR GRIEF, AND HE HIMSELF GRIEVED WITH THEM; BUT IT WAS MORE THAN HE EXPECTED TO SEE THOSE HIS SONS AGAIN, WHOM HE HAD A LITTLE BEFORE HEARD TO HAVE PERISHED. HOWEVER, THERE WERE TEARS ON BOTH SIDES; THEY LAMENTING THEIR BROTHER WHO WAS KILLED, AND THE KING LAMENTING HIS SON, WHO WAS KILLED ALSO; BUT ABSALOM FLED TO GESHUR, TO HIS GRANDFATHER BY HIS MOTHER'S SIDE, WHO WAS KING OF THAT COUNTRY, AND HE REMAINED WITH HIM THREE WHOLE YEARS. 
4. NOW DAVID HAD A DESIGN TO SEND TO ABSALOM, NOT THAT HE SHOULD COME TO BE PUNISHED, BUT THAT HE MIGHT BE WITH HIM, FOR THE EFFECTS OF HIS ANGER WERE ABATED BY LENGTH OF TIME. IT WAS JOAB, THE CAPTAIN OF HIS HOST, THAT CHIEFLY PERSUADED HIM SO TO DO; FOR HE SUBORNED AN ORDINARY WOMAN, THAT WAS STRICKEN IN AGE, TO GO TO THE KING IN MOURNING APPAREL, WHO SAID THUS TO HIM: - THAT TWO OF HER SONS, IN A COARSE WAY, HAD SOME DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEM, AND THAT IN THE PROGRESS OF THAT DIFFERENCE THEY CAME TO AN OPEN QUARREL, AND THAT ONE WAS SMITTEN BY THE OTHER, AND WAS DEAD; AND SHE DESIRED HIM TO INTERPOSE IN THIS CASE, AND TO DO HER THE FAVOR TO SAVE THIS HER SON FROM HER KINDRED, WHO WERE VERY ZEALOUS TO HAVE HIM THAT HAD SLAIN HIS BROTHER PUT TO DEATH, THAT SO SHE MIGHT NOT BE FURTHER DEPRIVED OF THE HOPES SHE HAD OF BEING TAKEN CARE OF IN HER OLD AGE BY HIM; AND THAT IF HE WOULD HINDER THIS SLAUGHTER OF HER SON BY THOSE THAT WISHED FOR IT, HE WOULD DO HER A GREAT FAVOR, BECAUSE THE KINDRED WOULD NOT BE RESTRAINED FROM THEIR PURPOSE BY ANY THING ELSE THAN BY THE FEAR OF HIM. AND WHEN THE KING HAD GIVEN HIS CONSENT TO WHAT THE WOMAN HAD BEGGED OF HIM, SHE MADE THIS REPLY TO HIM: - "I OWE THEE THANKS FOR THY BENIGNITY TO ME IN PITYING MY OLD AGE, AND PREVENTING THE LOSS OF MY ONLY REMAINING CHILD; BUT IN ORDER TO ASSURE ME OF THIS THY KINDNESS, BE FIRST RECONCILED TO THINE OWN SON, AND CEASE TO BE ANGRY WITH HIM; FOR HOW SHALL I PERSUADE MYSELF THAT THOU HAST REALLY BESTOWED THIS FAVOR UPON ME, WHILE THOU THYSELF CONTINUEST AFTER THE LIKE MANNER IN THY WRATH TO THINE OWN SON? FOR IT IS A FOOLISH THING TO ADD WILLFULLY ANOTHER TO THY DEAD SON, WHILE THE DEATH OF THE OTHER WAS BROUGHT ABOUT WITHOUT THY CONSENT." AND NOW THE KING PERCEIVED THAT THIS PRETENDED STORY WAS A SUBORNATION DERIVED FROM JOAB, AND WAS OF HIS CONTRIVANCE; AND WHEN, UPON INQUIRY OF THE OLD WOMAN, HE UNDERSTOOD IT TO BE SO IN REALITY, HE CALLED FOR JOAB, AND TOLD HIM HE HAD OBTAINED WHAT HE REQUESTED ACCORDING TO HIS OWN MIND; AND HE BID HIM BRING ABSALOM BACK, FOR HE WAS NOT NOW DISPLEASED, BUT HAD ALREADY CEASED TO BE ANGRY WITH HIM. SO, JOAB BOWED HIMSELF DOWN TO THE KING, AND TOOK HIS WORDS KINDLY, AND WENT IMMEDIATELY TO GESHUR, AND TOOK ABSALOM WITH HIM, AND CAME TO JERUSALEM. 
5. HOWEVER, THE KING SENT A MESSAGE TO HIS SON BEFOREHAND, AS HE WAS COMING, AND COMMANDED HIM TO RETIRE TO HIS OWN HOUSE, FOR HE WAS NOT YET IN SUCH A DISPOSITION AS TO THINK FIT AT PRESENT TO SEE HIM. ACCORDINGLY, UPON THE FATHER'S COMMAND, HE AVOIDED COMING INTO HIS PRESENCE, AND CONTENTED HIMSELF WITH THE RESPECTS PAID HIM BY HIS OWN FAMILY ONLY. NOW HIS BEAUTY WAS NOT IMPAIRED, EITHER BY THE GRIEF HE HAD BEEN UNDER, OR BY THE WANT OF SUCH CARE AS WAS PROPER TO BE TAKEN OF A KING'S SON, FOR HE STILL SURPASSED AND EXCELLED ALL MEN IN THE TALLNESS OF HIS BODY, AND WAS MORE EMINENT [IN A FINE APPEARANCE] THAN THOSE THAT DIETED THE MOST LUXURIOUSLY; AND INDEED SUCH WAS THE THICKNESS OF THE HAIR OF HIS HEAD, THAT IT WAS WITH DIFFICULTY THAT HE WAS POLLED EVERY EIGHTH DAY; AND HIS HAIR WEIGHED TWO HUNDRED SHEKELS WHICH ARE FIVE POUNDS. HOWEVER, HE DWELT IN JERUSALEM TWO YEARS, AND BECAME THE FATHER OF THREE SONS, AND ONE DAUGHTER; WHICH DAUGHTER WAS OF VERY GREAT BEAUTY, AND WHICH REHOBOAM, THE SON OF SOLOMON, TOOK TO WIFE AFTERWARD, AND HAD BY HER A SON NAMED ABIJAH. BUT ABSALOM SENT TO JOAB, AND DESIRED HIM TO PACIFY HIS FATHER ENTIRELY TOWARDS HIM; AND TO BESEECH HIM TO GIVE HIM LEAVE TO COME TO HIM TO SEE HIM, AND SPEAK WITH HIM. BUT WHEN JOAB NEGLECTED SO TO DO, HE SENT SOME OF HIS OWN SERVANTS, AND SET FIRE TO THE FIELD ADJOINING TO HIM; WHICH, WHEN JOAB UNDERSTOOD, HE CAME TO ABSALOM, AND ACCUSED HIM OF WHAT HE HAD DONE; AND ASKED HIM THE REASON WHY HE DID SO. TO WHICH ABSALOM REPLIED, THAT "I HAVE FOUND OUT THIS STRATAGEM THAT MIGHT BRING THEE TO US, WHILE THOU HAST TAKEN NO CARE TO PERFORM THE INJUNCTION I LAID UPON THEE, WHICH WAS THIS, TO RECONCILE MY FATHER TO ME; AND I REALLY BEG IT OF THEE, NOW THOU ART HERE, TO PACIFY MY FATHER AS TO ME, SINCE I ESTEEM MY COMING HITHER TO BE MORE GRIEVOUS THAN MY BANISHMENT, WHILE MY FATHER'S WRATH AGAINST ME CONTINUES." HEREBY JOAB WAS PERSUADED, AND PITIED THE DISTRESS THAT ABSALOM WAS IN, AND BECAME AN INTERCESSOR WITH THE KING FOR HIM. AND WHEN HE HAD DISCOURSED WITH HIS FATHER, HE SOON BROUGHT HIM TO THAT AMICABLE DISPOSITION TOWARDS ABSALOM, THAT HE PRESENTLY SENT FOR HIM TO COME TO HIM; AND WHEN HE HAD CAST HIMSELF DOWN UPON THE GROUND, AND HAD BEGGED FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF HIS OFFENSES, THE KING RAISED HIM UP, AND PROMISED HIM TO FORGET WHAT HE HAD FORMERLY DONE.
CHAPTER 9. CONCERNING THE INSURRECTION OF ABSALOM AGAINST DAVID AND CONCERNING AHITHOPHEL AND HUSHAI; AND CONCERNING ZIBA AND SHIMEI; AND HOW AHITHOPHEL HANGED HIMSELF. 
1. NOW ABSALOM, UPON THIS HIS SUCCESS WITH THE KING, PROCURED TO HIMSELF A GREAT MANY HORSES, AND MANY CHARIOTS, AND THAT IN A LITTLE TIME ALSO. HE HAD MOREOVER FIFTY ARMOR-BEARERS THAT WERE ABOUT HIM; AND HE CAME EARLY EVERY DAY TO THE KING'S PALACE, AND SPOKE WHAT WAS AGREEABLE TO SUCH AS CAME FOR JUSTICE AND LOST THEIR CAUSES, AS IF THAT HAPPENED FOR WANT OF GOOD COUNSELORS ABOUT THE KING, OR PERHAPS BECAUSE THE JUDGES MISTOOK IN THAT UNJUST SENTENCE THEY GAVE; WHEREBY HE GAINED THE GOOD-WILL OF THEM ALL. HE TOLD THEM, THAT HAD HE BUT SUCH AUTHORITY COMMITTED TO HIM, HE WOULD DISTRIBUTE JUSTICE TO THEM IN A MOST EQUITABLE MANNER. WHEN HE HAD MADE HIMSELF SO POPULAR AMONG THE MULTITUDE, HE THOUGHT HE HAD ALREADY THE GOOD-WILL OF THE PEOPLE SECURED TO HIM; BUT WHEN FOUR YEARS HAD PASSED SINCE HIS FATHER'S RECONCILIATION TO HIM, HE CAME TO HIM, AND BESOUGHT HIM TO GIVE HIM LEAVE TO GO TO HEBRON, AND PAY A SACRIFICE TO GOD, BECAUSE HE VOWED IT TO HIM WHEN HE FLED OUT OF THE COUNTRY. SO, WHEN DAVID HAD GRANTED HIS REQUEST, HE WENT THITHER, AND GREAT MULTITUDES CAME RUNNING TOGETHER TO HIM, FOR HE HAD SENT TO A GREAT NUMBER SO TO DO. 
2. AMONG THEM CAME AHITHOPHEL THE GILONITE, A COUNSELLOR OF DAVID'S, AND TWO HUNDRED MEN OUT OF JERUSALEM ITSELF, WHO KNEW NOT HIS INTENTIONS, BUT WERE SENT FOR AS TO A SACRIFICE. SO, HE WAS APPOINTED KING BY ALL OF THEM, WHICH HE OBTAINED BY THIS STRATAGEM. AS SOON AS THIS NEWS WAS BROUGHT TO DAVID, AND HE WAS INFORMED OF WHAT HE DID NOT EXPECT FROM HIS SON, HE WAS AFFRIGHTED AT THIS HIS IMPIOUS AND BOLD UNDERTAKING, AND WONDERED THAT HE WAS SO FAR FROM REMEMBERING HOW HIS OFFENSE HAD BEEN SO LATELY FORGIVEN HIM, THAT HE UNDERTOOK MUCH WORSE AND MORE WICKED ENTERPRISES; FIRST, TO DEPRIVE HIM OF THAT KINGDOM WHICH WAS GIVEN HIM OF GOD; AND SECONDLY, TO TAKE AWAY HIS OWN FATHER'S LIFE. HE THEREFORE RESOLVED TO FLY TO THE PARTS BEYOND JORDAN: SO, HE CALLED HIS MOST INTIMATE FRIENDS TOGETHER, AND COMMUNICATED TO THEM ALL THAT HE HAD HEARD OF HIS SON'S MADNESS. HE COMMITTED HIMSELF TO GOD, TO JUDGE BETWEEN THEM ABOUT ALL THEIR ACTIONS; AND LEFT THE CARE OF HIS ROYAL PALACE TO HIS TEN CONCUBINES, AND WENT AWAY FROM JERUSALEM, BEING WILLINGLY ACCOMPANIED BY THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE, WHO WENT HASTILY AWAY WITH HIM, AND PARTICULARLY BY THOSE SIX HUNDRED ARMED MEN, WHO HAD BEEN WITH HIM FROM HIS FIRST FLIGHT IN THE DAYS OF SAUL. BUT HE PERSUADED ABIATHAR AND ZADOK, THE HIGH PRIESTS, WHO HAD DETERMINED TO GO AWAY WITH HIM, AS ALSO ALL THE LEVITES, WHO WERE WITH THE ARK, TO STAY BEHIND, AS HOPING THAT GOD WOULD DELIVER HIM WITHOUT ITS REMOVAL; BUT HE CHARGED THEM TO LET HIM KNOW PRIVATELY HOW ALL THINGS WENT ON; AND HE HAD THEIR SONS, AHIMMAZ THE SON OF ZADOK, AND JONATHAN THE SON OF ABIATHAR, FOR FAITHFUL MINISTERS IN ALL THINGS; BUT ITTAI THE GITRITE WENT OUT WITH HIM WHETHER DAVID WOULD LET HIM OR NOT, FOR HE WOULD .HAVE PERSUADED HIM TO STAY, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT HE APPEARED THE MORE FRIENDLY TO HIM. BUT AS HE WAS ASCENDING THE MOUNT OF OLIVES BAREFOOTED, AND ALL HIS COMPANY WERE IN TEARS, IT WAS TOLD HIM THAT AHITHOPHEL WAS WITH ABSALOM, AND WAS OF HIS SIDE. THIS HEARING AUGMENTED HIS GRIEF; AND HE BESOUGHT GOD EARNESTLY TO ALIENATE THE MIND OF ABSALOM FROM AHITHOPHEL, FOR HE WAS AFRAID THAT HE SHOULD PERSUADE HIM TO FOLLOW HIS PERNICIOUS COUNSEL, FOR HE WAS A PRUDENT MAN, AND VERY SHARP IN SEEING WHAT WAS ADVANTAGEOUS. WHEN DAVID WAS GOTTEN UPON THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN, HE TOOK A VIEW OF THE CITY; AND PRAYED TO GOD WITH ABUNDANCE OF TEARS, AS HAVING ALREADY LOST HIS KINGDOM; AND HERE IT WAS THAT A FAITHFUL FRIEND OF HIS, WHOSE NAME WAS HUSHAI, MET HIM. WHEN DAVID SAW HIM WITH HIS CLOTHES RENT, AND HAVING ASHES ALL OVER HIS HEAD, AND IN LAMENTATION FOR THE GREAT CHANGE OF AFFAIRS, HE COMFORTED HIM, AND EXHORTED HIM TO LEAVE OFF GRIEVING; NAY, AT LENGTH HE BESOUGHT HIM TO GO BACK TO ABSALOM, AND APPEAR AS ONE OF HIS PARTY, AND TO FISH OUT THE SECRETEST COUNSELS OF HIS MIND, AND TO CONTRADICT THE COUNSELS OF AHITHOPHEL, FOR THAT HE COULD NOT DO HIM SO MUCH GOOD BY BEING WITH HIM AS HE MIGHT BY BEING WITH ABSALOM. SO, HE WAS PREVAILED ON BY DAVID, AND LEFT HIM, AND CAME TO JERUSALEM, WHITHER ABSALOM HIMSELF CAME ALSO A LITTLE WHILE AFTERWARD. 
3. WHEN DAVID WAS GONE A LITTLE FARTHER, THERE MET HIM ZIBA, THE SERVANT OF MEPHIBOSHETH, (WHOM HE HAD SENT TO TAKE CARE OF THE POSSESSIONS WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN HIM, AS THE SON OF JONATHAN, THE SON OF SAUL,) WITH A COUPLE OF ASSES, LOADEN WITH PROVISIONS, AND DESIRED HIM TO TAKE AS MUCH OF THEM AS HE AND HIS FOLLOWERS STOOD IN NEED OF. AND WHEN THE KING ASKED HIM WHERE HE HAD LEFT MEPHIBOSHETH, HE SAID HE HAD LEFT HIM IN JERUSALEM, EXPECTING TO BE CHOSEN KING IN THE PRESENT CONFUSIONS, IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE BENEFITS SAUL HAD CONFERRED UPON THEM. AT THIS THE KING HAD GREAT INDIGNATION, AND GAVE TO ZIBA ALL THAT HE HAD FORMERLY BESTOWED ON MEPHIBOSHETH; FOR HE DETERMINED THAT IT WAS MUCH FITTER THAT HE SHOULD HAVE THEM THAN THE OTHER; AT WHICH ZIBA GREATLY REJOICED. 
4. WHEN DAVID WAS AT BAHURIM, A PLACE SO CALLED, THERE CAME OUT A KINSMAN OF SAUL'S, WHOSE NAME WAS SHIMEI, AND THREW STONES AT HIM, AND GAVE HIM REPROACHFUL WORDS; AND AS HIS FRIENDS STOOD ABOUT THE KING AND PROTECTED HIM, HE PERSEVERED STILL MORE IN HIS REPROACHES, AND CALLED HIM A BLOODY MAN, AND THE AUTHOR OF ALL SORTS OF MISCHIEF. HE BADE HIM ALSO GO OUT OF THE LAND AS, AN IMPURE AND ACCURSED WRETCH; AND HE THANKED GOD FOR DEPRIVING HIM OF HIS KINGDOM, AND CAUSING HIM TO BE PUNISHED FOR WHAT INJURIES HE HAD DONE TO HIS MASTER [SAUL], AND THIS BY THE MEANS OF HIS OWN SON. NOW WHEN THEY WERE ALL PROVOKED AGAINST HIM, AND ANGRY AT BIN, AND PARTICULARLY ABISHAI, WHO HAD A MIND TO KILL SHIMEI, DAVID RESTRAINED HIS ANGER. "LET US NOT," SAID HE, "BRING UPON OURSELVES ANOTHER FRESH MISFORTUNE TO THOSE WE HAVE ALREADY, FOR TRULY I HAVE NOT THE LEAST REGARD NOR CONCERN FOR THIS DOG THAT RAVES AT ME: I SUBMIT MYSELF TO GOD, BY WHOSE PERMISSION THIS MAN TREATS ME IN SUCH A WILD MANNER; NOR IS IT ANY WONDER THAT I AM OBLIGED TO UNDERGO THESE ABUSES FROM HIM, WHILE I EXPERIENCE THE LIKE FROM AN IMPIOUS SON OF MY OWN; BUT PERHAPS GOD WILL HAVE SOME COMMISERATION UPON US; IF IT BE HIS WILL WE SHALL OVERCOME THEM." SO HE WENT ON HIS WAY WITHOUT TROUBLING HIMSELF WITH SHIMEI, WHO RAN ALONG THE OTHER SIDE OF THE MOUNTAIN, AND THREW OUT HIS ABUSIVE LANGUAGE PLENTIFULLY. BUT WHEN DAVID WAS COME TO JORDAN, HE ALLOWED THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM TO REFRESH THEMSELVES; FOR THEY WERE WEARY. 
5. BUT WHEN ABSALOM, AND AHITHOPHEL HIS COUNSELOR, WERE COME TO JERUSALEM, WITH ALL THE PEOPLE, DAVID'S FRIEND, HUSHAI, CAME TO THEM; AND WHEN HE HAD WORSHIPPED ABSALOM, HE WITHAL WISHED THAT HIS KINGDOM MIGHT LAST A LONG TIME, AND CONTINUE FOR ALL AGES. BUT WHEN ABSALOM SAID TO HIM, "HOW COMES THIS, THAT HE WHO WAS SO INTIMATE A FRIEND OF MY FATHER'S, AND APPEARED FAITHFUL TO HIM IN ALL THINGS, IS NOT WITH HIM NOW, BUT HATH LEFT HIM, AND IS COME OVER TO ME?" HUSHAI'S ANSWER WAS VERY PERTINENT AND PRUDENT; FOR HE SAID, "WE OUGHT TO FOLLOW GOD AND THE MULTITUDE OF THE PEOPLE; WHILE THESE, THEREFORE, MY LORD AND MASTER, ARE WITH THEE, IT IS FIT THAT I SHOULD FOLLOW THEM, FOR THOU HAST RECEIVED THE KINGDOM FROM GOD. I WILL THEREFORE, IF THOU BELIEVEST ME TO BE THY FRIEND, SHOW THE SAME FIDELITY AND KINDNESS TO THEE, WHICH THOU KNOWEST I HAVE SHOWN TO THY FATHER; NOR IS THERE ANY REASON TO BE IN THE LEAST DISSATISFIED WITH THE PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS, FOR THE KINGDOM IS NOT TRANSFERRED INTO ANOTHER, BUT REMAINS STILL IN THE SAME FAMILY, BY THE SON'S RECEIVING IT AFTER HIS FATHER." THIS SPEECH PERSUADED ABSALOM, WHO BEFORE SUSPECTED HUSHAI. AND NOW HE CALLED AHITHOPHEL, AND CONSULTED WITH HIM WHAT HE OUGHT TO DO: HE PERSUADED HIM TO GO IN UNTO HIS FATHER'S CONCUBINES; FOR HE SAID THAT "BY THIS ACTION THE PEOPLE WOULD BELIEVE THAT THY DIFFERENCE WITH THY FATHER IS IRRECONCILABLE, AND WILL THENCE FIGHT WITH GREAT ALACRITY AGAINST THY FATHER, FOR HITHERTO THEY ARE AFRAID OF TAKING UP OPEN ENMITY AGAINST HIM, OUT OF AN EXPECTATION THAT YOU WILL BE RECONCILED AGAIN." ACCORDINGLY, ABSALOM WAS PREVAILED ON BY THIS ADVICE, AND COMMANDED HIS SERVANTS TO PITCH HIM A TENT UPON THE TOP OF THE ROYAL PALACE, IN THE SIGHT OF THE MULTITUDE; AND HE WENT IN AND LAY WITH HIS FATHER'S CONCUBINES. NOW THIS CAME TO PASS ACCORDING TO THE PREDICTION OF NATHAN, WHEN HE PROPHESIED AND SIGNIFIED TO HIM THAT HIS SON WOULD RISE UP IN REBELLION AGAINST HIM. 
6. AND WHEN ABSALOM HAD DONE WHAT HE WAS ADVISED TO BY AHITHOPHEL, HE DESIRED HIS ADVICE, IN THE SECOND PLACE, ABOUT THE WAR AGAINST HIS FATHER. NOW AHITHOPHEL ONLY ASKED HIM TO LET HIM HAVE TEN THOUSAND CHOSEN MEN, AND HE PROMISED HE WOULD SLAY HIS FATHER, AND BRING THE SOLDIERS BACK AGAIN IN SAFETY; AND HE SAID THAT THEN THE KINGDOM WOULD BE FIRM TO HIM WHEN DAVID WAS DEAD [BUT NOT OTHERWISE]. ABSALOM WAS PLEASED WITH THIS ADVICE, AND CALLED FOR HUSHAI, DAVID'S FRIEND (FOR SO DID HE STYLE HIM); AND INFORMING HIM OF THE OPINION OF AHITHOPHEL, HE ASKED, FURTHER, WHAT WAS HIS OPINION CONCERNING THAT MATTER. NOW HE WAS SENSIBLE THAT IF AHITHOPHEL'S COUNSEL WERE FOLLOWED, DAVID WOULD BE IN DANGER OF BEING SEIZED ON, AND SLAIN; SO HE ATTEMPTED TO INTRODUCE A CONTRARY OPINION, AND SAID, THOU ART NOT UNACQUAINTED, O KING, WITH THE VALOR OF THY FATHER, AND OF THOSE THAT ARE NOW WITH HIM; THAT HE HATH MADE MANY WARS, AND HATH ALWAYS COME OFF WITH VICTORY, THOUGH PROBABLY HE NOW ABIDES IN THE CAMP, FOR HE IS VERY SKILLFUL IN STRATAGEMS, AND IN FORESEEING THE DECEITFUL TRICKS OF HIS ENEMIES; YET WILL HE LEAVE HIS OWN SOLDIERS IN THE EVENING, AND WILL EITHER HIDE HIMSELF IN SOME VALLEY, OR WILL PLACE AN AMBUSH AT SOME ROCK; SO THAT WHEN OUR ARMY JOINS BATTLE WITH HIM, HIS SOLDIERS WILL RETIRE FOR A LITTLE WHILE, BUT WILL COME UPON US AGAIN, AS ENCOURAGED BY THE KING'S BEING NEAR THEM; AND IN THE MEAN TIME YOUR FATHER WILL SHOW HIMSELF SUDDENLY IN THE TIME OF THE BATTLE, AND WILL INFUSE COURAGE INTO HIS OWN PEOPLE WHEN THEY ARE IN DANGER, BUT BRING CONSTERNATION TO THINE. CONSIDER, THEREFORE, MY ADVICE, AND REASON UPON IT, AND IF THOU CANST NOT BUT ACKNOWLEDGE IT TO BE THE BEST, REJECT THE OPINION OF AHITHOPHEL. SEND TO THE ENTIRE COUNTRY OF THE HEBREWS, AND ORDER THEM TO COME AND FIGHT WITH THY FATHER; AND DO THOU THYSELF TAKE THE ARMY, AND BE THINE OWN GENERAL IN THIS WAR, AND DO NOT TRUST ITS MANAGEMENT TO ANOTHER; THEN EXPECT TO CONQUER HIM WITH EASE, WHEN THOU OVERTAKEST HIM OPENLY WITH HIS FEW PARTISANS, BUT HAST THYSELF MANY TEN-THOUSANDS, WHO WILL BE DESIROUS TO DEMONSTRATE TO THEE THEIR DILIGENCE AND ALACRITY. AND IF THY FATHER SHALL SHUT HIMSELF UP IN SOME CITY, AND BEAR A SIEGE, WE WILL OVERTHROW THAT CITY WITH MACHINES OF WAR, AND BY UNDERMINING IT." WHEN HUSHAI HAD SAID THIS, HE OBTAINED HIS POINT AGAINST AHITHOPHEL, FOR HIS OPINION WAS PREFERRED BY ABSALOM BEFORE THE OTHER'S: HOWEVER, IT WAS NO OTHER THAN GOD WHO MADE THE COUNSEL OF HUSHAI APPEAR BEST TO THE MIND OF ABSALOM. 
7. SO HUSHAI MADE HASTE TO THE HIGH PRIESTS, ZADOK AND ABIATHAR, AND TOLD THEM THE OPINION OF AHITHOPHEL, AND HIS OWN, AND THAT THE RESOLUTION WAS TAKEN TO FOLLOW THIS LATTER ADVICE. HE THEREFORE BADE THEM SEND TO DAVID, AND TELL HIM OF IT, AND TO INFORM HIM OF THE COUNSELS THAT HAD BEEN TAKEN; AND TO DESIRE HIM FURTHER TO PASS QUICKLY OVER JORDAN, LEST HIS SON SHOULD CHANGE HIS MIND, AND MAKE HASTE TO PURSUE HIM, AND SO PREVENT HIM, AND SEIZE UPON HIM BEFORE HE BE IN SAFETY. NOW THE HIGH PRIESTS HAD THEIR SONS CONCEALED IN A PROPER PLACE OUT OF THE CITY, THAT THEY MIGHT CARRY NEWS TO DAVID OF WHAT WAS TRANSACTED. ACCORDINGLY, THEY SENT A MAID-SERVANT, WHOM THEY COULD TRUST, TO THEM, TO CARRY THE NEWS OF ABSALOM'S COUNSELS, AND ORDERED THEM TO SIGNIFY THE SAME TO DAVID WITH ALL SPEED. SO, THEY MADE NO EXCUSE NOR DELAY, BUT TAKING ALONG WITH THEM THEIR FATHERS' INJUNCTIONS, BECAUSE PIOUS AND FAITHFUL MINISTERS, AND JUDGING THAT QUICKNESS AND SUDDENNESS WAS THE BEST MARK OF FAITHFUL SERVICE, THEY MADE HASTE TO MEET WITH DAVID. BUT CERTAIN HORSEMEN SAW THEM WHEN THEY WERE TWO FURLONGS FROM THE CITY, AND INFORMED ABSALOM OF THEM, WHO IMMEDIATELY SENT SOME TO TAKE THEM; BUT WHEN THE SONS OF THE HIGH PRIEST PERCEIVED THIS, THEY WENT OUT OF THE ROAD, AND BETOOK THEMSELVES TO A CERTAIN VILLAGE; THAT VILLAGE WAS CALLED BAHURIM; THERE THEY DESIRED A CERTAIN WOMAN TO HIDE THEM, AND AFFORD THEM SECURITY. ACCORDINGLY SHE LET THE YOUNG MEN DOWN BY A ROPE INTO A WELL, AND LAID FLEECES OF WOOL OVER THEM; AND WHEN THOSE THAT PURSUED THEM CAME TO HER, AND ASKED HER WHETHER SHE SAW THEM, SHE DID NOT DENY THAT SHE HAD SEEN THEM, FOR THAT THEY STAID WITH HER SOME TIME, BUT SHE SAID THEY THEN WENT THEIR WAYS; AND SHE FORETOLD THAT, HOWEVER, IF THEY WOULD FOLLOW THEM DIRECTLY, THEY WOULD CATCH THEM; BUT WHEN AFTER A LONG PURSUIT THEY COULD NOT CATCH THEM, THEY CAME BACK AGAIN; AND WHEN THE WOMAN SAW THOSE MEN WERE RETURNED, AND THAT THERE WAS NO LONGER ANY FEAR OF THE YOUNG MEN'S BEING CAUGHT BY THEM, SHE DREW THEM UP BY THE ROPE, AND BADE THEM GO ON THEIR JOURNEY ACCORDINGLY, THEY USED GREAT DILIGENCE IN THE PROSECUTION OF THAT JOURNEY, AND CAME TO DAVID, AND INFORMED HIM ACCURATELY OF ALL THE COUNSELS OF ABSALOM. SO, HE COMMANDED THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM TO PASS OVER JORDAN WHILE IT WAS NIGHT, AND NOT TO DELAY AT ALL ON THAT ACCOUNT. 
8. BUT AHITHOPHEL, ON REJECTION OF HIS ADVICE, GOT UPON HIS ASS, AND RODE AWAY TO HIS OWN COUNTRY, GILON; AND, CALLING HIS FAMILY TOGETHER, HE TOLD THEM DISTINCTLY WHAT ADVICE HE HAD GIVEN ABSALOM; AND SINCE HE HAD NOT BEEN PERSUADED BY IT, HE SAID HE WOULD EVIDENTLY PERISH, AND THIS IN NO LONG TIME, AND THAT DAVID WOULD OVERCOME HIM, AND RETURN TO HIS KINGDOM AGAIN; SO HE SAID IT WAS BETTER THAT HE SHOULD TAKE HIS OWN LIFE AWAY WITH FREEDOM AND MAGNANIMITY, THAN EXPOSE HIMSELF TO BE PUNISHED BY DAVID, IN OPPOSITION TO WHOM HE HAD ACTED ENTIRELY FOR ABSALOM. WHEN HE HAD DISCOURSED THUS TO THEM, HE WENT INTO THE INMOST ROOM OF HIS HOUSE, AND HANGED HIMSELF; AND THUS, WAS THE DEATH OF AHITHOPHEL, WHO WAS SELF-CONDEMNED; AND WHEN HIS RELATIONS HAD TAKEN HIM DOWN FROM THE HALTER, THEY TOOK CARE OF HIS FUNERAL. NOW, AS FOR DAVID, HE PASSED OVER JORDAN, AS WE HAVE SAID ALREADY, AND CAME TO MAHANAIM, EVERY FINE AND VERY STRONG CITY; AND ALL THE CHIEF MEN OF THE COUNTRY RECEIVED HIM WITH GREAT PLEASURE, BOTH OUT OF THE SHAME THEY HAD THAT HE SHOULD BE FORCED TO FLEE AWAY [FROM JERUSALEM], AND OUT OF THE RESPECT THEY BARE HIM WHILE HE WAS IN HIS FORMER PROSPERITY. THESE WERE BARZILLAI THE GILEADITE, AND SIPHAR THE RULER AMONG THE AMMONITES, AND MACHIR THE PRINCIPAL MAN OF GILEAD; AND THESE FURNISHED HIM WITH PLENTIFUL PROVISIONS FOR HIMSELF AND HIS FOLLOWERS, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WANTED NO BEDS NOR BLANKETS FOR THEM, NOR LOAVES OF BREAD, NOR WINE; NAY, THEY BROUGHT THEM A GREAT MANY CATTLE FOR SLAUGHTER, AND AFFORDED THEM WHAT FURNITURE THEY WANTED FOR THEIR REFRESHMENT WHEN THEY WERE WEARY, AND FOR FOOD, WITH PLENTY OF OTHER NECESSARIES.
CHAPTER 10. HOW, WHEN ABSALOM WAS BEATEN, HE WAS CAUGHT IN A TREE BY HIS HAIR AND WAS SLAIN 
1. AND THIS WAS THE STATE OF DAVID AND HIS FOLLOWERS: BUT ABSALOM GOT TOGETHER A VAST ARMY OF THE HEBREWS TO OPPOSE HIS FATHER, AND PASSED THEREWITH OVER THE RIVER JORDAN, AND SAT DOWN NOT FAR OFF MAHANAIM, IN THE COUNTRY OF GILEAD. HE APPOINTED AMASA TO BE CAPTAIN OF ALL HIS HOST, INSTEAD OF JOAB HIS KINSMAN: HIS FATHER WAS ITHRA AND HIS MOTHER ABIGAIL: NOW SHE AND ZERUIAH, THE MOTHER OF JOAB, WERE DAVID'S SISTERS. BUT WHEN DAVID HAD NUMBERED HIS FOLLOWERS, AND FOUND THEM TO BE ABOUT FOUR THOUSAND, HE RESOLVED NOT TO TARRY TILL ABSALOM ATTACKED HIM, BUT SET OVER HIS MEN CAPTAINS OF THOUSANDS, AND CAPTAINS OF HUNDREDS, AND DIVIDED HIS ARMY INTO THREE PARTS; THE ONE PART HE COMMITTED TO JOAB, THE NEXT TO ABISHAI, JOAB'S BROTHER, AND THE THIRD TO ITTAI, DAVID'S COMPANION AND FRIEND, BUT ONE THAT CAME FROM THE CITY GATH; AND WHEN HE WAS DESIROUS OF FIGHTING HIMSELF AMONG THEM, HIS FRIENDS WOULD NOT LET HIM: AND THIS REFUSAL OF THEIRS WAS FOUNDED UPON VERY WISE REASONS: "FOR," SAID THEY, "IF WE BE CONQUERED WHEN HE IS WITH US, WE HAVE LOST ALL GOOD HOPES OF RECOVERING OURSELVES; BUT IF WE SHOULD BE BEATEN IN ONE PART OF OUR ARMY, THE OTHER PARTS MAY RETIRE TO HIM, AND MAY THEREBY PREPARE A GREATER FORCE, WHILE THE ENEMY WILL NATURALLY SUPPOSE THAT HE HATH ANOTHER ARMY WITH HIM." SO DAVID WAS PLEASED WITH THIS THEIR ADVICE, AND RESOLVED HIMSELF TO TARRY AT MAHANAIM; AND AS HE SENT HIS FRIENDS AND COMMANDERS TO THE BATTLE, HE DESIRED THEM TO SHOW ALL POSSIBLE ALACRITY AND FIDELITY, AND TO BEAR IN MIND WHAT ADVANTAGES THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM HIM, WHICH, THOUGH THEY HAD NOT BEEN VERY GREAT, YET HAD THEY NOT BEEN QUITE INCONSIDERABLE; AND HE BEGGED OF THEM TO SPARE THE YOUNG MAN ABSALOM, LEST SOME MISCHIEF SHOULD BEFALL HIMSELF, IF HE SHOULD BE KILLED; AND THUS DID HE SEND OUT HIS ARMY TO THE BATTLE, AND WISHED THEM VICTORY THEREIN. 
2. THEN DID JOAB PUT HIS ARMY IN BATTLE-ARRAY OVER AGAINST THE ENEMY IN THE GREAT PLAIN, WHERE HE HAD A WOOD BEHIND HIM. ABSALOM ALSO BROUGHT HIS ARMY INTO THE FIELD TO OPPOSE HIM. UPON THE JOINING OF THE BATTLE, BOTH SIDES SHOWED GREAT ACTIONS WITH THEIR HANDS AND THEIR BOLDNESS; THE ONE SIDE EXPOSING THEMSELVES TO THE GREATEST HAZARDS, AND USING THEIR UTMOST ALACRITY, THAT DAVID MIGHT RECOVER HIS KINGDOM; AND THE OTHER BEING NO WAY DEFICIENT, EITHER IN DOING OR SUFFERING, THAT ABSALOM MIGHT NOT BE DEPRIVED OF THAT KINGDOM, AND BE BROUGHT TO PUNISHMENT BY HIS FATHER FOR HIS IMPUDENT ATTEMPT AGAINST HIM. THOSE ALSO THAT WERE THE MOST NUMEROUS WERE SOLICITOUS THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE CONQUERED BY THOSE FEW THAT WERE WITH JOAB, AND WITH THE OTHER COMMANDERS, BECAUSE THAT WOULD BE THE GREATER DISGRACE TO THEM; WHILE DAVID'S SOLDIERS STROVE GREATLY TO OVERCOME SO MANY TEN-THOUSANDS AS THE ENEMY HAD WITH THEM. NOW DAVID'S MEN WERE CONQUERORS, AS SUPERIOR IN STRENGTH AND SKILL IN WAR; SO, THEY FOLLOWED THE OTHERS AS THEY FLED AWAY THROUGH THE FORESTS AND VALLEYS; SOME THEY TOOK PRISONERS, AND MANY THEY SLEW, AND MORE IN THE FLIGHT THAN IN THE BATTLE FOR THERE FELL ABOUT TWENTY THOUSAND THAT DAY. BUT ALL DAVID'S MEN RAN VIOLENTLY UPON ABSALOM, FOR HE WAS EASILY KNOWN BY HIS BEAUTY AND TALLNESS. HE WAS HIMSELF ALSO AFRAID LEST HIS ENEMIES SHOULD SEIZE ON HIM, SO HE GOT UPON THE KING'S MULE, AND FLED; BUT AS HE WAS CARRIED WITH VIOLENCE, AND NOISE, AND A GREAT MOTION, AS BEING HIMSELF LIGHT, HE ENTANGLED HIS HAIR GREATLY IN THE LARGE BOUGHS OF A KNOTTY TREE THAT SPREAD A GREAT WAY, AND THERE HE HUNG, AFTER A SURPRISING MANNER; AND AS FOR THE BEAST, IT WENT ON FARTHER, AND THAT SWIFTLY, AS IF HIS MASTER HAD BEEN STILL UPON HIS BACK; BUT HE, HANGING IN THE AIR UPON THE BOUGHS, WAS TAKEN BY HIS ENEMIES. NOW WHEN ONE OF DAVID'S SOLDIERS SAW THIS, HE INFORMED JOAB OF IT; AND WHEN THE GENERAL SAID, THAT IF HE HAD SHOT AT AND KILLED ABSALOM, HE WOULD HAVE GIVEN HIM FIFTY SHEKELS, - HE REPLIED, "I WOULD NOT HAVE KILLED MY MASTER'S SON IF THOU WOULDST HAVE GIVEN ME A THOUSAND SHEKELS, ESPECIALLY WHEN HE DESIRED THAT THE YOUNG MAN MIGHT BE SPARED IN THE HEARING OF US ALL." BUT JOAB BADE HIM SHOW HIM WHERE IT WAS THAT HE SAW ABSALOM HANG; WHEREUPON HE SHOT HIM TO THE HEART, AND SLEW HIM, AND JOAB'S ARMOR-BEARERS STOOD ROUND THE TREE, AND PULLED DOWN HIS DEAD BODY, AND CAST IT INTO A GREAT CHASM THAT WAS OUT OF SIGHT, AND LAID A HEAP OF STONES UPON HIM, TILL THE CAVITY WAS FILLED UP, AND HAD BOTH THE APPEARANCE AND THE BIGNESS OF A GRAVE. THEN JOAB SOUNDED A RETREAT, AND RECALLED HIS OWN SOLDIERS FROM PURSUING THE ENEMY'S ARMY, IN ORDER TO SPARE THEIR COUNTRYMEN. 
3. NOW ABSALOM HAD ERECTED FOR HIMSELF A MARBLE PILLAR IN THE KING'S DALE, TWO FURLONGS DISTANT FROM JERUSALEM, WHICH HE NAMED ABSALOM'S HAND, SAYING, THAT IF HIS CHILDREN WERE KILLED, HIS NAME WOULD REMAIN BY THAT PILLAR; FOR HE HAD THREE SONS AND ONE DAUGHTER, NAMED TAMAR, AS WE SAID BEFORE, WHO WHEN SHE WAS MARRIED TO DAVID'S GRANDSON, REHOBOAM, BARE A SON, ABIJAH BY NAME, WHO SUCCEEDED HIS FATHER IN THE KINGDOM; BUT OF THESE WE SHALL SPEAK IN A PART OF OUR HISTORY WHICH WILL BE MORE PROPER. AFTER THE DEATH OF ABSALOM, THEY RETURNED EVERY ONE TO THEIR OWN HOMES RESPECTIVELY. 
4. BUT NOW AHIMAAZ, THE SON OF ZADOK THE HIGH PRIEST, WENT TO JOAB, AND DESIRED HE WOULD PERMIT HIM TO GO AND TELL DAVID OF THIS VICTORY, AND TO BRING HIM THE GOOD NEWS THAT GOD HAD AFFORDED HIS ASSISTANCE AND HIS PROVIDENCE TO HIM. HOWEVER, HE DID NOT GRANT HIS REQUEST, BUT SAID TO HIM, "WILT THOU, WHO HAST ALWAYS BEEN THE MESSENGER OF GOOD NEWS, NOW GO AND ACQUAINT THE KING THAT HIS SON IS DEAD?" SO, HE DESIRED HIM TO DESIST. HE THEN CALLED CUSHI, AND COMMITTED THE BUSINESS TO HIM, THAT HE SHOULD TELL THE KING WHAT HE HAD SEEN. BUT WHEN AHIMAAZ AGAIN DESIRED HIM TO LET HIM GO AS A MESSENGER, AND ASSURED HIM THAT HE WOULD ONLY RELATE WHAT CONCERNED THE VICTORY, BUT NOT CONCERNING THE DEATH OF ABSALOM, HE GAVE HIM LEAVE TO GO TO DAVID. NOW HE TOOK A NEARER ROAD THAN THE FORMER DID, FOR NOBODY KNEW IT BUT HIMSELF, AND HE CAME BEFORE CUSHI. NOW AS DAVID WAS SITTING BETWEEN THE GATES, AND WAITING TO SEE WHEN SOMEBODY WOULD COME TO HIM FROM THE BATTLE, AND TELL HIM HOW IT WENT, ONE OF THE WATCHMEN SAW AHIMAAZ RUNNING, AND BEFORE BE COULD DISCERN WHO HE WAS, BE TOLD DAVID THAT HE SAW SOMEBODY COMING TO HIM, WHO SAID HE WAS A GOOD MESSENGER. A LITTLE WHILE AFTER, HE INFORMED HIM THAT ANOTHER MESSENGER FOLLOWED HIM; WHEREUPON THE KING SAID THAT HE ALSO WAS A GOOD MESSENGER: BUT WHEN THE WATCHMAN SAW AHIMAAZ, AND THAT HE WAS ALREADY VERY NEAR, HE GAVE THE KING NOTICE THAT IT WAS THE SON OF ZADOK THE HIGH PRIEST WHO CAME RUNNING. SO, DAVID WAS VERY GLAD, AND SAID HE WAS A MESSENGER OF GOOD TIDINGS, AND BROUGHT HIM SOME SUCH NEWS FROM THE BATTLE AS BE DESIRED TO HEAR. 
5. WHILE THE KING WAS SAYING THUS, AHIMAAZ APPEARED, AND WORSHIPPED THE KING. AND WHEN THE KING INQUIRED OF HIM ABOUT THE BATTLE, HE SAID HE BROUGHT HIM THE GOOD NEWS OF VICTORY AND DOMINION. AND WHEN HE INQUIRED WHAT HE HAD TO SAY CONCERNING HIS SON, HE SAID THAT HE CAME AWAY ON THE SUDDEN AS SOON AS THE ENEMY WAS DEFEATED, BUT THAT HE HEARD A GREAT NOISE OF THOSE THAT PURSUED ABSALOM, AND THAT HE COULD LEARN NO MORE, BECAUSE OF THE HASTE BE MADE WHEN JOAB SENT HIM TO INFORM HIM OF THE VICTORY. BUT WHEN CUSHI WAS COME, AND HAD WORSHIPPED HIM, AND INFORMED HIM OF THE VICTORY, HE ASKED HIM ABOUT HIS SON, WHO REPLIED, "MAY THE LIKE MISFORTUNE BEFALL THINE ENEMIES AS HATH BEFALLEN ABSALOM." THAT WORD DID NOT PERMIT EITHER HIMSELF OR HIS SOLDIERS TO REJOICE FOR THE VICTORY, THOUGH IT WAS A VERY GREAT ONE; BUT DAVID WENT UP TO THE HIGHEST PART OF THE CITY, AND WEPT FOR HIS SON, AND BEAT HIS BREAST, TEARING [THE HAIR OF] HIS HEAD, TORMENTING HIMSELF ALL MANNER OF WAYS, AND CRYING OUT, "O MY SON! I WISH THAT I HAD DIED MYSELF, AND ENDED MY DAYS WITH THEE!" FOR HE WAS OF A TENDER NATURAL AFFECTION, AND HAD EXTRAORDINARY COMPASSION FOR THIS SON IN PARTICULAR. BUT WHEN THE ARMY AND JOAB HEARD THAT THE KING MOURNED FOR HIS SON, THEY WERE ASHAMED TO ENTER THE CITY IN THE HABIT OF CONQUERORS, BUT THEY ALL CAME IN AS CAST DOWN, AND IN TEARS, AS IF THEY HAD BEEN BEATEN. NOW WHILE THE KING COVERED HIMSELF, AND GRIEVOUSLY LAMENTED HIS SON, JOAB WENT IN TO HIM, AND COMFORTED HIM, AND SAID, "O MY LORD THE KING, THOU ART NOT AWARE THAT THOU LAYEST A BLOT ON THYSELF BY WHAT THOU NOW DOEST; FOR THOU SEEMEST TO HATE THOSE THAT LOVE THEE, AND UNDERGO DANGERS FOR THEE NAY, TO HATE THYSELF AND THY FAMILY, AND TO LOVE THOSE THAT ARE THY BITTER ENEMIES, AND TO DESIRE THE COMPANY OF THOSE THAT ARE NO MORE, AND WHO HAVE BEEN JUSTLY SLAIN; FOR HAD ABSALOM GOTTEN THE VICTORY, AND FIRMLY SETTLED HIMSELF IN THE KINGDOM, THERE HAD BEEN NONE OF US LEFT ALIVE, BUT ALL OF US, BEGINNING WITH THYSELF AND THY CHILDREN, HAD MISERABLY PERISHED, WHILE OUR ENEMIES HAD NOT WEPT FOR HIS, BUT REJOICED OVER US, AND PUNISHED EVEN THOSE THAT PITIED US IN OUR MISFORTUNES; AND THOU ART NOT ASHAMED TO DO THIS IN THE CASE OF ONE THAT HAS BEEN THY BITTER ENEMY, WHO, WHILE HE WAS THINE OWN SON HATH PROVED SO WICKED TO THEE. LEAVE OFF, THEREFORE, THY UNREASONABLE GRIEF, AND COME ABROAD AND BE SEEN OF THY SOLDIERS, AND RETURN THEM THANKS FOR THE ALACRITY THEY SHOWED IN THE FIGHT; FOR I MYSELF WILL THIS DAY PERSUADE THE PEOPLE TO LEAVE THEE, AND TO GIVE THE KINGDOM TO ANOTHER, IF THOU CONTINUEST TO DO THUS; AND THEN I SHALL MAKE THEE TO GRIEVE BITTERLY AND IN EARNEST." UPON JOAB'S SPEAKING THUS TO HIM, HE MADE THE KING LEAVE OFF HIS SORROW, AND BROUGHT HIM TO THE CONSIDERATION OF HIS AFFAIRS. SO, DAVID CHANGED HIS HABIT, AND EXPOSED HIMSELF IN A MANNER FIT TO BE SEEN BY THE MULTITUDE, AND SAT AT THE GATES; WHEREUPON ALL THE PEOPLE HEARD OF IT, AND RAN TOGETHER TO HIM, AND SALUTED HIM. AND THIS WAS THE PRESENT STATE OF DAVID'S AFFAIRS.
CHAPTER 11. HOW DAVID, WHEN HE HAD RECOVERED HIS KINGDOM, WAS RECONCILED TO SHIMEI, AND TO ZIBA; AND SHOWED A GREAT AFFECTION TO BARZILLAI; AND HOW, UPON THE RISE OF A SEDITION, HE MADE AMASA CAPTAIN OF HIS HOST, IN ORDER TO PURSUE SEBA; WHICH AMASA WAS SLAIN BY JOAB. 
1. NOW THOSE HEBREWS THAT HAD BEEN WITH ABSALOM, AND HAD RETIRED OUT OF THE BATTLE, WHEN THEY WERE ALL RETURNED HOME, SENT MESSENGERS TO EVERY CITY TO PUT THEM IN MIND OF WHAT BENEFITS DAVID HAD BESTOWED UPON THEM, AND OF THAT LIBERTY WHICH HE HAD PROCURED THEM, BY DELIVERING THEM FROM MANY AND GREAT WARS. BUT THEY COMPLAINED, THAT WHEREAS THEY HAD EJECTED HIM OUT OF HIS KINGDOM, AND COMMITTED IT TO ANOTHER GOVERNOR, WHICH OTHER GOVERNOR, WHOM THEY HAD SET UP, WAS ALREADY DEAD, THEY DID NOT NOW BESEECH DAVID TO LEAVE OFF HIS ANGER AT THEM, AND TO BECOME FRIENDS WITH THEM, AND, AS HE USED TO DO, TO RESUME THE CARE OF THEIR AFFAIRS, AND TAKE THE KINGDOM AGAIN. THIS WAS OFTEN TOLD TO DAVID. AND, THIS NOTWITHSTANDING, DAVID SENT TO ZADOK AND ABIATHAR THE HIGH PRIESTS, THAT THEY SHOULD SPEAK TO THE RULERS OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH AFTER THE MANNER FOLLOWING: THAT IT WOULD BE A REPROACH UPON THEM TO PERMIT THE OTHER TRIBES TO CHOOSE DAVID FOR THEIR KING BEFORE THEIR TRIBE, "AND THIS," SAID HE, "WHILE YOU ARE AKIN TO HIM, AND OF THE SAME COMMON BLOOD." HE COMMANDED THEM ALSO TO SAY THE SAME TO AMASA THE CAPTAIN OF THEIR FORCES, THAT WHEREAS HE WAS HIS SISTER'S SON, HE HAD NOT PERSUADED THE MULTITUDE TO RESTORE THE KINGDOM TO DAVID; THAT HE MIGHT EXPECT FROM HIM NOT ONLY A RECONCILIATION, FOR THAT WAS ALREADY GRANTED, BUT THAT SUPREME COMMAND OF THE ARMY ALSO WHICH ABSALOM HAD BESTOWED UPON HIM. ACCORDINGLY, THE HIGH PRIESTS, WHEN THEY HAD DISCOURSED WITH THE RULERS OF THE TRIBE, AND SAID WHAT THE KING HAD ORDERED THEM, PERSUADED AMASA TO UNDERTAKE THE CARE OF HIS AFFAIRS. SO, HE PERSUADED THAT TRIBE TO SEND IMMEDIATELY AMBASSADORS TO HIM, TO BESEECH HIM TO RETURN TO HIS OWN KINGDOM. THE SAME DID ALL THE ISRAELITES, AT THE LIKE PERSUASION OF AMASA. 
2. WHEN THE AMBASSADORS CAME TO HIM, HE CAME TO JERUSALEM; AND THE TRIBE OF JUDAH WAS THE FIRST THAT CAME TO MEET THE KING AT THE RIVER JORDAN. AND SHIMEI, THE SON OF GERA, CAME WITH A THOUSAND MEN, WHICH HE BROUGHT WITH HIM OUT OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN; AND ZIBA, THE FREED-MAN OF SAUL, WITH HIS SONS, FIFTEEN IN NUMBER, AND WITH HIS TWENTY SERVANTS. ALL THESE, AS WELL AS THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, LAID A BRIDGE [OF BOATS] OVER THE RIVER, THAT THE KING, AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, MIGHT WITH EASE PASS OVER IT. NOW AS SOON AS HE WAS COME TO JORDAN, THE TRIBE OF JUDAH SALUTED HIM. SHIMEI ALSO CAME UPON THE BRIDGE, AND TOOK HOLD OF HIS FEET, AND PRAYED HIM TO FORGIVE HIM WHAT HE HAD OFFENDED, AND NOT TO BE TOO BITTER AGAINST HIM, NOR TO THINK FIT TO MAKE HIM THE FIRST EXAMPLE OF SEVERITY UNDER HIS NEW AUTHORITY; BUT TO CONSIDER THAT HE HAD REPENTED OF HIS FAILURE OF DUTY, AND HAD TAKEN CARE TO COME FIRST OF ALL TO HIM. WHILE HE WAS THUS ENTREATING THE KING, AND MOVING HIM TO COMPASSION, ABISHAI, JOAB'S BROTHER, SAID, "AND SHALL NOT THIS MAN DIE FOR THIS, THAT HE HATH CURSED THAT KING WHOM GOD HATH APPOINTED TO REIGN OVER US?" BUT DAVID TURNED HIMSELF TO HIM, AND SAID, "WILL YOU NEVER LEAVE OFF, YE SONS OF ZERUIAH? DO NOT YOU, I PRAY, RAISE NEW TROUBLES AND SEDITIONS AMONG US, NOW THE FORMER, ARE OVER; FOR I WOULD NOT HAVE YOU IGNORANT THAT I THIS DAY BEGIN MY REIGN, AND THEREFORE SWEAR TO REMIT TO ALL OFFENDERS THEIR PUNISHMENTS, AND NOT TO ANIMADVERT ON ANY ONE THAT HAS SINNED. BE THOU, THEREFORE," SAID HE, "O SHIMEI, OF GOOD COURAGE, AND DO NOT AT ALL FEAR BEING PUT TO DEATH." SO, HE WORSHIPPED HIM, AND WENT ON BEFORE HIM. 
3. MEPHIBOSHETH ALSO, SAUL'S GRANDSON, MET DAVID, CLOTHED IN A SORDID GARMENT, AND HAVING HIS HAIR THICK AND NEGLECTED; FOR AFTER DAVID WAS FLED AWAY, HE WAS IN SUCH GRIEF THAT HE HAD NOT POLLED HIS HEAD, NOR HAD HE WASHED HIS CLOTHES, AS DOOMING HIMSELF TO UNDERGO SUCH HARDSHIPS UPON OCCASION OF THE CHANGE-OF THE KING'S AFFAIRS. NOW HE HAD BEEN UNJUSTLY CALUMNIATED TO THE KING BY ZIBA, HIS STEWARD. WHEN HE HAD SALUTED THE KING, AND WORSHIPPED HIM, THE KING BEGAN TO ASK HIM WHY HE DID NOT GO OUT OF JERUSALEM WITH HIM, AND ACCOMPANY HIM DURING HIS FLIGHT. HE REPLIED, THAT THIS PIECE OF INJUSTICE WAS OWING TO ZIBA; BECAUSE, WHEN HE WAS ORDERED TO GET THINGS READY FOR HIS GOING OUT WITH HIM, HE TOOK NO CARE OF IT, BUT REGARDED HIM NO MORE THAN IF HE HAD BEEN A SLAVE; "AND, INDEED, HAD I HAD MY FEET SOUND AND STRONG, I HAD NOT DESERTED THEE, FOR I COULD THEN HAVE MADE USE OF THEM IN MY FLIGHT: BUT THIS IS NOT ALL THE INJURY THAT ZIBA HAS DONE ME, AS TO MY DUTY TO THEE, MY LORD AND MASTER, BUT HE HATH CALUMNIATED ME BESIDES, AND TOLD LIES ABOUT ME OF HIS OWN INVENTION; BUT I KNOW THY MIND WILL NOT ADMIT OF SUCH CALUMNIES, BUT IS RIGHTEOUSLY DISPOSED, AND A LOVER OF TRUTH, WHICH IT IS ALSO THE WILL OF GOD SHOULD PREVAIL. FOR WHEN THOU WAST IN THE GREATEST DANGER OF SUFFERING BY MY GRANDFATHER, AND WHEN, ON THAT ACCOUNT, OUR WHOLE FAMILY MIGHT JUSTLY HAVE BEEN DESTROYED, THOU WAST MODERATE AND MERCIFUL, AND DIDST THEN ESPECIALLY FORGET ALL THOSE INJURIES, WHEN, IF THOU HADST REMEMBERED THEM, THOU HADST THE POWER OF PUNISHING US FOR THEM; BUT THOU HAST JUDGED ME TO BE THY FRIEND, AND HAST SET ME EVERY DAY AT THINE OWN TABLE; NOR HAVE I WANTED ANY THING WHICH ONE OF THINE OWN KINSMEN, OF GREATEST ESTEEM WITH THEE, COULD HAVE EXPECTED." WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, DAVID RESOLVED NEITHER TO PUNISH MEPHIBOSHETH, NOR TO CONDEMN ZIBA, AS HAVING BELIED HIS MASTER; BUT SAID TO HIM, THAT AS HE HAD [BEFORE] GRANTED ALL HIS ESTATE TO ZIBA, BECAUSE HE DID NOT COME ALONG WITH HIM, SO HE [NOW] PROMISED TO FORGIVE HIM, AND ORDERED THAT THE ONE HALF OF HIS ESTATE SHOULD BE RESTORED TO HIM. WHEREUPON MEPHIBOSHETH SAID, "NAY, LET ZIBA TAKE ALL; IT SUFFICES ME THAT THOU HAST RECOVERED THY KINGDOM." 
4. BUT DAVID DESIRED BARZILLAI THE GILEADITE, THAT GREAT AND GOOD MAN, AND ONE THAT HAD MADE A PLENTIFUL PROVISION FOR HIM AT MAHANAIM, AND HAD CONDUCTED HIM AS FAR AS JORDAN, TO ACCOMPANY HIM TO JERUSALEM, FOR HE PROMISED TO TREAT HIM IN HIS OLD AGE WITH ALL MANNER OF RESPECT - TO TAKE CARE OF HIM, AND PROVIDE FOR HIM. BUT BARZILLAI WAS SO DESIROUS TO LIVE AT HOME, THAT HE ENTREATED HIM TO EXCUSE HIM FROM ATTENDANCE ON HIM; AND SAID THAT HIS AGE WAS TOO GREAT TO ENJOY THE PLEASURES [OF A COURT,] SINCE HE WAS FOURSCORE YEARS OLD, AND WAS THEREFORE MAKING PROVISION FOR HIS DEATH AND BURIAL: SO HE DESIRED HIM TO GRATIFY HIM IN THIS REQUEST, AND DISMISS HIM; FOR HE HAD NO RELISH OF HIS MEAT, OR HIS DRINK, BY REASON OF HIS AGE; AND THAT HIS EARS WERE TOO MUCH SHUT UP TO HEAR THE SOUND OF PIPES, OR THE MELODY OF OTHER MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, SUCH AS ALL THOSE THAT LIVE WITH KINGS DELIGHT IN. WHEN HE ENTREATED FOR THIS SO EARNESTLY, THE KING SAID, "I DISMISS THEE, BUT THOU SHALT GRANT ME THY SON CHIMHAM, AND UPON HIM I WILL BESTOW ALL SORTS OF GOOD THINGS." SO BARZILLAI LEFT HIS SON WITH HIM, AND WORSHIPPED THE KING, AND WISHED HIM A PROSPEROUS CONCLUSION OF ALL HIS AFFAIRS ACCORDING TO HIS OWN MIND, AND THEN RETURNED HOME; BUT DAVID CAME TO GILGAL, HAVING ABOUT HIM HALF THE PEOPLE [OF ISRAEL], AND THE [WHOLE] TRIBE OF JUDAH. 
5. NOW THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF THE COUNTRY CAME TO GILGAL TO HIM WITH A GREAT MULTITUDE, AND COMPLAINED OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, THAT THEY HAD COME TO HIM IN A PRIVATE MANNER; WHEREAS THEY OUGHT ALL CONJOINTLY, AND WITH ONE AND THE SAME INTENTION, TO HAVE GIVEN HIM THE MEETING. BUT THE RULERS OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH DESIRED THEM NOT TO BE DISPLEASED, IF THEY HAD BEEN PREVENTED BY THEM; FOR, SAID THEY, "WE ARE DAVID'S KINSMEN, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT WE THE RATHER TOOK CARE OF HIM, AND LOVED HIM, AND. SO CAME FIRST TO HIM;" YET HAD THEY NOT, BY THEIR EARLY COMING, RECEIVED ANY GIFTS FROM HIM, WHICH MIGHT GIVE THEM WHO CAME LAST ANY UNEASINESS. WHEN THE RULERS OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH HAD SAID THIS, THE RULERS OF THE OTHER TRIBES WERE NOT QUIET, BUT SAID FURTHER, "O BRETHREN, WE CANNOT BUT WONDER AT YOU WHEN YOU CALL THE KING YOUR KINSMAN ALONE, WHEREAS HE THAT HATH RECEIVED FROM GOD THE POWER OVER ALL OF US IN COMMON OUGHT TO BE ESTEEMED A KINSMAN TO US ALL; FOR WHICH REASON THE WHOLE PEOPLE HAVE ELEVEN PARTS IN HIM, AND YOU BUT ONE PART WE ARE ALSO ELDER THAN YOU; WHEREFORE YOU HAVE NOT DONE JUSTLY IN COMING TO THE KING IN THIS PRIVATE AND CONCEALED MANNER." 
6. WHILE THESE RULERS WERE THUS DISPUTING ONE WITH ANOTHER, A CERTAIN WICKED MAN, WHO TOOK A PLEASURE IN SEDITIOUS PRACTICES, (HIS NAME WAS SHEBA, THE SON OF BICHRI, OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN,) STOOD UP IN THE MIDST OF THE MULTITUDE, AND CRIED ALOUD, AND SPOKE THUS TO THEM: "WE HAVE NO PART IN DAVID, NOR INHERITANCE IN THE SON OF JESSE." AND WHEN HE HAD USED THOSE WORDS, HE BLEW WITH A TRUMPET, AND DECLARED WAR AGAINST THE KING; AND THEY ALL LEFT DAVID, AND FOLLOWED HIM; THE TRIBE OF JUDAH ALONE STAID WITH HIM, AND SETTLED HIM IN HIS ROYAL PALACE AT JERUSALEM. BUT AS FOR HIS CONCUBINES, WITH WHOM ABSALOM HIS SON HAD ACCOMPANIED, TRULY HE REMOVED THEM TO ANOTHER HOUSE, AND ORDERED THOSE THAT HAD THE CARE OF THEM TO MAKE A PLENTIFUL PROVISION FOR THEM, BUT HE CAME NOT NEAR THEM ANY MORE. HE ALSO APPOINTED AMASS FOR THE CAPTAIN OF HIS FORCES, AND GAVE HIM THE SAME HIGH OFFICE WHICH JOAB BEFORE HAD; AND HE COMMANDED HIM TO GATHER TOGETHER, OUT OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, AS GREAT AN ARMY AS HE COULD, AND COME TO HIM WITHIN THREE DAYS, THAT HE MIGHT DELIVER TO HIM HIS ENTIRE ARMY, AND MIGHT SEND HIM TO FIGHT AGAINST [SHEBA] THE SON OF BICHRI. NOW WHILE AMASS WAS GONE OUT, AND MADE SOME DELAY IN GATHERING THE ARMY TOGETHER, AND SO WAS NOT YET RETURNED, ON THE THIRD DAY THE KING SAID TO JOAB, "IT IS NOT FIT WE SHOULD MAKE ANY DELAY IN THIS AFFAIR OF SHEBA, LEST HE GET A NUMEROUS ARMY ABOUT HIM, AND BE THE OCCASION OF GREATER MISCHIEF, AND HURT OUR AFFAIRS MORE THAN DID ABSALOM HIMSELF; DO NOT THOU THEREFORE WAIT ANY LONGER, BUT TAKE SUCH FORCES AS THOU HAST AT HAND, AND THAT [OLD] BODY OF SIX HUNDRED MEN, AND THY BROTHER ABISHAI, WITH THEE, AND PURSUE AFTER OUR ENEMY, AND ENDEAVOR TO FIGHT HIM WHERESOEVER THOU CANST OVERTAKE HIM. MAKE HASTE TO PREVENT HIM, LEST HE SEIZE UPON SOME FENCED CITIES, AND CAUSE US GREAT LABOR AND PAINS BEFORE WE TAKE HIM." 
7. SO JOAB RESOLVED TO MAKE NO DELAY, BUT TAKING WITH HIM HIS BROTHER, AND THOSE SIX HUNDRED MEN, AND GIVING ORDERS THAT THE REST OF THE ARMY WHICH WAS AT JERUSALEM SHOULD FOLLOW HIM, HE MARCHED WITH GREAT SPEED AGAINST SHEBA; AND WHEN HE WAS COME TO GIBEON, WHICH IS A VILLAGE FORTY FURLONGS DISTANT FROM JERUSALEM, AMASA BROUGHT A GREAT ARMY WITH HIM, AND MET JOAB. NOW JOAB WAS GIRDED WITH A SWORD, AND HIS BREASTPLATE ON; AND WHEN AMASA CAME NEAR HIM TO SALUTE HIM, HE TOOK PARTICULAR CARE THAT HIS SWORD SHOULD FALL OUT, AS IT WERE, OF ITS OWN ACCORD: SO HE TOOK IT UP FROM THE GROUND, AND WHILE HE APPROACHED AMASA, WHO WAS THEN NEAR HIM, AS THOUGH HE WOULD KISS HIM, HE TOOK HOLD OF AMASA'S BEARD WITH HIS OTHER HAND, AND HE SMOTE HIM IN HIS BELLY WHEN HE DID NOT FORESEE IT, AND SLEW HIM. THIS IMPIOUS AND ALTOGETHER PROFANE ACTION JOAB DID TO A GOOD YOUNG MAN, AND HIS KINSMAN, AND ONE THAT HAD DONE HIM NO INJURY, AND THIS OUT OF JEALOUSY THAT HE WOULD OBTAIN THE CHIEF COMMAND OF THE ARMY, AND BE IN EQUAL DIGNITY WITH HIMSELF ABOUT THE KING; AND FOR THE SAME CAUSE IT WAS THAT HE KILLED ABNER. BUT AS TO THAT FORMER WICKED ACTION, THE DEATH OF HIS BROTHER ASAHEL, WHICH HE SEEMED TO REVENGE, AFFORDED HIM A DECENT PRETENSE, AND MADE THAT CRIME A PARDONABLE ONE; BUT IN THIS MURDER OF AMASA THERE WAS NO SUCH COVERING FOR IT. NOW WHEN JOAB HAD KILLED THIS GENERAL, HE PURSUED AFTER SHEBA, HAVING LEFT A MAN WITH THE DEAD BODY, WHO WAS ORDERED TO PROCLAIM ALOUD TO THE ARMY, THAT AMASA WAS JUSTLY SLAIN, AND DESERVEDLY PUNISHED. "BUT," SAID HE, "IF YOU BE FOR THE KING, FOLLOW JOAB HIS GENERAL, AND ABISHAI, JOAB'S BROTHER:" BUT BECAUSE THE BODY LAY ON THE ROAD, AND ALL THE MULTITUDE CAME RUNNING TO IT, AND, AS IS USUAL WITH THE MULTITUDE, STOOD WONDERING A GREAT WHILE AT IT, HE THAT GUARDED IT REMOVED IT THENCE, AND CARRIED IT TO A CERTAIN PLACE THAT WAS VERY REMOTE FROM THE ROAD, AND THERE LAID IT, AND COVERED IT WITH HIS GARMENT. WHEN THIS WAS DONE, ALL THE PEOPLE FOLLOWED JOAB. NOW AS HE PURSUED SHEBA THROUGH ALL THE COUNTRY OF ISRAEL, ONE TOLD HIM THAT HE WAS IN A STRONG CITY, CALLED ABELBETHMAACHAH. HEREUPON JOAB WENT THITHER, AND SET ABOUT IT WITH HIS ARMY, AND CAST UP A BANK ROUND IT, AND ORDERED HIS SOLDIERS TO UNDERMINE THE WALLS, AND TO OVERTHROW THEM; AND SINCE THE PEOPLE IN THE CITY DID NOT ADMIT HIM, HE WAS GREATLY DISPLEASED AT THEM. 
8. NOW THERE WAS A WOMAN OF SMALL ACCOUNT, AND YET BOTH WISE AND INTELLIGENT, WHO SEEING HER NATIVE CITY LYING AT THE LAST EXTREMITY, ASCENDED UPON THE WALL, AND, BY MEANS OF THE ARMED MEN, CALLED FOR JOAB; AND WHEN HE CAME TO HER, SHE BEGAN TO SAY, THAT "GOD ORDAINED KINGS AND GENERALS OF ARMIES, THAT THEY MIGHT CUT OFF THE ENEMIES OF THE HEBREWS, AND INTRODUCE A UNIVERSAL PEACE AMONG THEM; BUT THOU ART ENDEAVORING TO OVERTHROW AND DEPOPULATE A METROPOLIS OF THE ISRAELITES, WHICH HATH BEEN GUILTY OF NO OFFENSE." BUT HE REPLIED, "GOD CONTINUE TO BE MERCIFUL UNTO ME: I AM DISPOSED TO AVOID KILLING ANY ONE OF THE PEOPLE, MUCH LESS WOULD I DESTROY SUCH A CITY AS THIS; AND IF THEY WILL DELIVER ME UP SHEBA, THE SON OF BICHRI, WHO HATH REBELLED AGAINST THE KING, I WILL LEAVE OFF THE SIEGE, AND WITHDRAW THE ARMY FROM THE PLACE." NOW AS SOON AS THE WOMAN HEARD WHAT JOAB SAID, SHE DESIRED HIM TO INTERMIT THE SIEGE FOR A LITTLE WHILE, FOR THAT HE SHOULD HAVE THE HEAD OF HIS ENEMY THROWN OUT TO HIM PRESENTLY. SO, SHE WENT DOWN TO THE CITIZENS, AND SAID TO THEM, "WILL YOU BE SO WICKED AS TO PERISH MISERABLY, WITH YOUR CHILDREN AND WIVES, FOR THE SAKE OF A VILE FELLOW, AND ONE WHOM NOBODY KNOWS WHO HE IS? AND WILL YOU HAVE HIM FOR YOUR KING INSTEAD OF DAVID, WHO HATH BEEN SO GREAT A BENEFACTOR TO YOU, AND OPPOSE YOUR CITY ALONE TO SUCH A MIGHTY AND STRONG ARMY?" SO, SHE PREVAILED WITH THEM, AND THEY CUT OFF THE HEAD OF SHEBA, AND THREW IT INTO JOAB'S ARMY. WHEN THIS WAS DONE, THE KING'S GENERAL SOUNDED A RETREAT, AND RAISED THE SIEGE. AND WHEN HE WAS COME TO JERUSALEM, HE WAS AGAIN APPOINTED TO BE GENERAL OF ALL THE PEOPLE. THE KING ALSO CONSTITUTED BENAIAH CAPTAIN OF THE GUARDS, AND OF THE SIX HUNDRED MEN. HE ALSO SET ADORAM OVER THE TRIBUTE, AND SABATHES AND ACHILAUS OVER THE RECORDS. HE MADE SHEVA THE SCRIBE, AND APPOINTED ZADOK AND ABIATHAR THE HIGH PRIESTS.
CHAPTER 12. HOW THE HEBREWS WERE DELIVERED FROM A FAMINE WHEN THE GIBEONITES HAD CAUSED PUNISHMENT TO BE INFLICTED FOR THOSE OF THEM THAT HAD BEEN SLAIN: AS ALSO, WHAT GREAT ACTIONS WERE PERFORMED AGAINST THE PHILISTINES BY DAVID, AND THE MEN OF VALOR ABOUT HIM. 
1. AFTER THIS, WHEN THE COUNTRY WAS GREATLY AFFLICTED WITH A FAMINE, DAVID BESOUGHT GOD TO HAVE MERCY ON THE PEOPLE, AND TO DISCOVER TO HIM WHAT WAS THE CAUSE OF IT, AND HOW A REMEDY MIGHT BE FOUND FOR THAT DISTEMPER. AND WHEN THE PROPHETS ANSWERED, THAT GOD WOULD HAVE THE GIBEONITES AVENGED WHOM SAUL THE KING WAS SO WICKED AS TO BETRAY TO SLAUGHTER, AND HAD NOT OBSERVED THE OATH WHICH JOSHUA THE GENERAL AND THE SENATE HAD SWORN TO THEM: IF, THEREFORE, SAID GOD, THE KING WOULD PERMIT SUCH VENGEANCE TO BE TAKEN FOR THOSE THAT WERE SLAIN AS THE GIBEONITES SHOULD DESIRE, HE PROMISED THAT HE WOULD BE RECONCILED TO THEM, AND FREE THE MULTITUDE FROM THEIR MISERIES. AS SOON THEREFORE AS THE KING UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS IT WAS WHICH GOD SOUGHT, HE SENT FOR THE GIBEONITES, AND ASKED THEM WHAT IT WAS THEY SHOULD HAVE; AND WHEN THEY DESIRED TO HAVE SEVEN SONS OF SAUL DELIVERED TO THEM TO BE PUNISHED, HE DELIVERED THEM UP, BUT SPARED MEPHIBOSHETH THE SON OF JONATHAN. SO WHEN THE GIBEONITES HAD RECEIVED THE MEN, THEY PUNISHED THEM AS THEY PLEASED; UPON WHICH GOD BEGAN TO SEND RAIN, AND TO RECOVER THE EARTH TO BRING FORTH ITS FRUITS AS USUAL, AND TO FREE IT FROM THE FOREGOING DROUGHT, SO THAT THE COUNTRY OF THE HEBREWS FLOURISHED AGAIN. A LITTLE AFTERWARD THE KING MADE WAR AGAINST THE PHILISTINES; AND WHEN HE HAD JOINED BATTLE WITH THEM, AND PUT THEM TO FLIGHT, HE WAS LEFT ALONE, AS HE WAS IN PURSUIT OF THEM; AND WHEN HE WAS QUITE TIRED DOWN, HE WAS SEEN BY, ONE OF THE, ENEMY HIS NAME WAS ACHMON, THE SON OF ARAPH, HE WAS ONE OF THE SONS OF THE GIANTS. HE HAD A SPEAR, THE HANDLE OF WHICH WEIGHED THREE HUNDRED SHEKELS, AND A BREASTPLATE OF CHAIN-WORK, AND A SWORD. HE TURNED BACK, AND RAN VIOLENTLY TO SLAY [DAVID] THEIR ENEMY'S KING, FOR HE WAS QUITE TIRED OUT WITH LABOR; BUT ABISHAI, JOAB'S BROTHER, APPEARED ON THE SUDDEN, AND PROTECTED THE KING WITH HIS SHIELD, AS HE LAY DOWN, AND SLEW THE ENEMY. NOW THE MULTITUDE WERE VERY UNEASY AT THESE DANGERS OF THE KING, AND THAT HE WAS VERY NEAR TO BE SLAIN; AND THE RULERS MADE HIM SWEAR THAT HE WOULD NO MORE GO OUT WITH THEM TO BATTLE, LEST HE SHOULD COME TO SOME GREAT MISFORTUNE BY HIS COURAGE AND BOLDNESS, AND THEREBY DEPRIVE THE PEOPLE OF THE BENEFITS THEY NOW ENJOYED BY HIS MEANS, AND OF THOSE THAT THEY MIGHT HEREAFTER ENJOY BY HIS LIVING A LONG TIME AMONG THEM. 
2. WHEN THE KING HEARD THAT THE PHILISTINES WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AT THE CITY GAZARA, HE SENT AN ARMY AGAINST THEM, WHEN SIBBECHAI THE HITTITE, ONE OF DAVID'S MOST COURAGEOUS MEN, BEHAVED HIMSELF SO AS TO DESERVE GREAT COMMENDATION, FOR HE SLEW MANY OF THOSE THAT BRAGGED THEY WERE THE POSTERITY OF THE GIANTS, AND VAUNTED THEMSELVES HIGHLY ON THAT ACCOUNT, AND THEREBY WAS THE OCCASION OF VICTORY TO THE HEBREWS. AFTER WHICH DEFEAT, THE PHILISTINES MADE WAR AGAIN; AND WHEN DAVID HAD SENT AN ARMY AGAINST THEM, NEPHAN HIS KINSMAN FOUGHT IN A SINGLE COMBAT WITH THE STOUTEST OF ALL THE PHILISTINES, AND SLEW HIM, AND PUT THE REST TO FLIGHT. MANY OF THEM ALSO WERE SLAIN IN THE FIGHT. NOW A LITTLE WHILE AFTER THIS, THE PHILISTINES PITCHED THEIR CAMP AT A CITY WHICH LAY NOT FAR OFF THE BOUNDS OF THE COUNTRY OF THE HEBREWS. THEY HAD A MAN WHO WAS SIX CUBITS TALL, AND HAD ON EACH OF HIS FEET AND HANDS ONE MORE, TOE AND FINGER THAN MEN NATURALLY HAVE. NOW THE PERSON WHO WAS SENT AGAINST THEM BY DAVID OUT OF HIS ARMY WAS JONATHAN, THE SON OF SHIMEA, WHO FOUGHT THIS MAN IN A SINGLE COMBAT, AND SLEW HIM; AND AS HE WAS THE PERSON WHO GAVE THE TURN TO THE BATTLE, HE GAINED THE GREATEST REPUTATION FOR COURAGE THEREIN. THIS MAN ALSO VAUNTED HIMSELF TO BE OF THE SONS OF THE GIANTS. BUT AFTER THIS FIGHT THE PHILISTINES MADE WAR NO MORE AGAINST THE ISRAELITES. 
3. AND NOW DAVID BEING FREED FROM WARS AND DANGERS, AND ENJOYING FOR THE FUTURE A PROFOUND PEACE, COMPOSED SONGS AND HYMNS TO GOD OF SEVERAL SORTS OF METRE; SOME OF THOSE WHICH HE MADE WERE TRIMETERS, AND SOME WERE PENTAMETERS. HE ALSO MADE INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC, AND TAUGHT THE LEVITES TO SING HYMNS TO GOD, BOTH ON THAT CALLED THE SABBATH DAY, AND ON OTHER FESTIVALS. NOW THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE INSTRUMENTS WAS THUS: THE VIOL WAS AN INSTRUMENT OF TEN STRINGS, IT WAS PLAYED UPON WITH A BOW; THE PSALTERY HAD TWELVE MUSICAL NOTES, AND WAS PLAYED UPON BY THE FINGERS; THE CYMBALS WERE BROAD AND LARGE INSTRUMENTS, AND WERE MADE OF BRASS. AND SO MUCH SHALL SUFFICE TO BE SPOKEN BY US ABOUT THESE INSTRUMENTS, THAT THE READERS MAY NOT BE WHOLLY UNACQUAINTED WITH THEIR NATURE. 
4. NOW ALL THE MEN THAT WERE ABOUT DAVID WERE MEN OF COURAGE. THOSE THAT WERE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS AND FAMOUS OF THEM FOR THEIR ACTIONS WERE THIRTY-EIGHT; OF FIVE OF WHOM I WILL ONLY RELATE THE PERFORMANCES, FOR THESE WILL SUFFICE TO MAKE MANIFEST THE VIRTUES OF THE OTHERS ALSO; FOR THESE WERE POWERFUL ENOUGH TO SUBDUE COUNTRIES, AND CONQUER GREAT NATIONS. FIRST, THEREFORE, WAS JESSAI, THE SON OF ACHIMAAS, WHO FREQUENTLY LEAPED UPON THE TROOPS OF THE ENEMY, AND DID NOT LEAVE OFF FIGHTING TILL HE OVERTHREW NINE HUNDRED OF THEM. AFTER HIM WAS ELEAZAR, THE SON OF DODO, WHO WAS WITH THE KING AT ARASAM. THIS MAN, WHEN ONCE THE ISRAELITES WERE UNDER A CONSTERNATION AT THE MULTITUDE OF THE PHILISTINES, AND WERE RUNNING AWAY, STOOD ALONE, AND FELL UPON THE ENEMY, AND SLEW MANY OF THEM, TILL HIS SWORD CLUNG TO HIS BAND BY THE BLOOD HE HAD SHED, AND TILL THE ISRAELITES, SEEING THE PHILISTINES RETIRE BY HIS MEANS, CAME DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAINS AND PURSUED THEM, AND AT THAT TIME WON A SURPRISING AND A FAMOUS VICTORY, WHILE ELEAZAR SLEW THE MEN, AND THE MULTITUDE FOLLOWED AND SPOILED THEIR DEAD BODIES. THE THIRD WAS SHEBA, THE SON OF ILUS. NOW THIS MAN, WHEN, IN THE WARS AGAINST THE PHILISTINES, THEY PITCHED THEIR CAMP AT A PLACE CALLED LEHI, AND WHEN THE HEBREWS WERE AGAIN AFRAID OF THEIR ARMY, AND DID NOT STAY, HE STOOD STILL ALONE, AS AN ARMY AND A BODY OF MEN; AND SOME OF THEM HE OVERTHREW, AND SOME WHO WERE NOT ABLE TO ABIDE HIS STRENGTH AND FORCE HE PURSUED. THESE ARE THE WORKS OF THE HANDS, AND OF FIGHTING, WHICH THESE THREE PERFORMED. NOW AT THE TIME WHEN THE KING WAS ONCE AT JERUSALEM, AND THE ARMY OF THE PHILISTINES CAME UPON HIM TO FIGHT HIM, DAVID WENT UP TO THE TOP OF THE CITADEL, AS WE HAVE ALREADY SAID, TO INQUIRE OF GOD CONCERNING THE BATTLE, WHILE THE ENEMY'S CAMP LAY IN THE VALLEY THAT EXTENDS TO THE CITY BETHLEHEM, WHICH IS TWENTY FURLONGS DISTANT FROM JERUSALEM. NOW DAVID SAID TO HIS COMPANIONS, "WE HAVE EXCELLENT WATER IN MY OWN CITY, ESPECIALLY THAT WHICH IS IN THE PIT NEAR THE GATE," WONDERING IF ANY ONE WOULD BRING HIM SOME OF IT TO DRINK; BUT HE SAID THAT HE WOULD RATHER HAVE IT THAN A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY. WHEN THESE THREE MEN HEARD WHAT HE SAID, THEY RAN AWAY IMMEDIATELY, AND BURST THROUGH THE MIDST OF THEIR ENEMY'S CAMP, AND CAME TO BETHLEHEM; AND WHEN THEY HAD DRAWN THE WATER, THEY RETURNED AGAIN THROUGH THE ENEMY'S CAMP TO THE KING, INSOMUCH THAT THE PHILISTINES WERE SO SURPRISED AT THEIR BOLDNESS AND ALACRITY, THAT THEY WERE QUIET, AND DID NOTHING AGAINST THEM, AS IF THEY DESPISED THEIR SMALL NUMBER. BUT WHEN THE WATER WAS BROUGHT TO THE KING, HE WOULD NOT DRINK IT, SAYING, THAT IT WAS BROUGHT BY THE DANGER AND THE BLOOD OF MEN, AND THAT IT WAS NOT PROPER ON THAT ACCOUNT TO DRINK IT. BUT HE POURED IT OUT TO GOD, AND GAVE HIM THANKS FOR THE SALVATION OF THE MEN. NEXT TO THESE WAS ABISHAI, JOAB'S BROTHER; FOR HE IN ONE DAY SLEW SIX HUNDRED. THE FIFTH OF THESE WAS BENAIAH, BY LINEAGE A PRIEST; FOR BEING CHALLENGED BY [TWO] EMINENT MEN IN THE COUNTRY OF MOAB, HE OVERCAME THEM BY HIS VALOR, MOREOVER, THERE WAS A MAN, BY NATION AN EGYPTIAN, WHO WAS OF A VAST BULK, AND CHALLENGED HIM, YET DID HE, WHEN HE WAS UNARMED, KILL HIM WITH HIS OWN SPEAR, WHICH HE THREW AT HIM; FOR HE CAUGHT HIM BY FORCE, AND TOOK AWAY HIS WEAPONS WHILE HE WAS ALIVE AND FIGHTING, AND SLEW HIM WITH HIS OWN WEAPONS. ONE MAY ALSO ADD THIS TO THE FORE MENTIONED ACTIONS OF THE SAME MAN, EITHER AS THE PRINCIPAL OF THEM IN ALACRITY, OR AS RESEMBLING THE REST. WHEN GOD SENT A SNOW, THERE WAS A LION WHO SLIPPED AND FELL INTO A CERTAIN PIT, AND BECAUSE THE PIT'S MOUTH WAS NARROW IT WAS EVIDENT, HE WOULD PERISH, BEING ENCLOSED WITH THE SNOW; SO, WHEN HE SAW NO WAY TO GET OUT AND SAVE HIMSELF, HE ROARED. WHEN BENAIAH HEARD THE WILD BEAST, HE WENT TOWARDS HIM, AND COMING AT THE NOISE HE MADE, HE WENT DOWN INTO THE MOUTH OF THE PIT AND SMOTE HIM, AS HE STRUGGLED, WITH A STAKE THAT LAY THERE, AND IMMEDIATELY SLEW HIM. THE OTHER THIRTY-THREE WERE LIKE THESE IN VALOR ALSO.
CHAPTER 13. THAT WHEN DAVID HAD NUMBERED THE PEOPLE, THEY WERE PUNISHED; AND HOW THE DIVINE COMPASSION RESTRAINED THAT PUNISHMENT. 
1. NOW KING DAVID WAS DESIROUS TO KNOW HOW MANY TEN-THOUSANDS THERE WERE OF THE PEOPLE, BUT FORGOT THE COMMANDS OF MOSES, WHO TOLD THEM BEFOREHAND, THAT IF THE MULTITUDE WERE NUMBERED, THEY SHOULD PAY HALF A SHEKEL TO GOD FOR EVERY HEAD. ACCORDINGLY, THE KING COMMANDED JOAB, THE CAPTAIN OF HIS HOST, TO GO AND NUMBER THE WHOLE MULTITUDE; BUT WHEN HE SAID THERE WAS NO NECESSITY FOR SUCH A NUMERATION, HE WAS NOT PERSUADED [TO COUNTERMAND IT], BUT HE ENJOINED HIM TO MAKE NO DELAY, BUT TO GO ABOUT THE NUMBERING OF THE HEBREWS IMMEDIATELY. SO JOAB TOOK WITH HIM THE HEADS OF THE TRIBES, AND THE SCRIBES, AND WENT OVER THE COUNTRY OF THE ISRAELITES, AND TOOK NOTICE HOW NUMEROUS THE MULTITUDE WERE, AND RETURNED TO JERUSALEM TO THE KING, AFTER NINE MONTHS AND TWENTY DAYS; AND HE GAVE IN TO THE KING THE NUMBER OF THE PEOPLE, WITHOUT THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, FOR HE HAD NOT YET NUMBERED THAT TRIBE, NO MORE THAN THE TRIBE OF LEVI, FOR THE KING REPENTED OF HIS HAVING SINNED AGAINST GOD. NOW THE NUMBER OF THE REST OF THE ISRAELITES WAS NINE HUNDRED THOUSAND MEN, WHO WERE ABLE TO BEAR ARMS AND GO TO WAR; BUT THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, BY ITSELF, WAS FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND MEN. 
2. NOW WHEN THE PROPHETS HAD SIGNIFIED TO DAVID THAT GOD WAS ANGRY AT HIM, HE BEGAN TO ENTREAT HIM, AND TO DESIRE HE WOULD BE MERCIFUL TO HIM, AND FORGIVE HIS SIN. BUT GOD SENT NATHAN THE PROPHET TO HIM, TO PROPOSE TO HIM THE ELECTION OF THREE THINGS, THAT HE MIGHT CHOOSE WHICH HE LIKED BEST: WHETHER HE WOULD HAVE FAMINE COME UPON THE COUNTRY FOR SEVEN YEARS, OR WOULD HAVE A WAR, AND BE SUBDUED THREE MONTHS BY HIS ENEMIES? OR, WHETHER GOD SHOULD SEND A PESTILENCE AND A DISTEMPER UPON THE HEBREWS FOR THREE DAYS? BUT AS HE WAS FALLEN TO A FATAL CHOICE OF GREAT MISERIES, HE WAS IN TROUBLE, AND SORELY CONFOUNDED; AND WHEN THE PROPHET HAD SAID THAT HE MUST OF NECESSITY MAKE HIS CHOICE, AND HAD ORDERED HIM TO ANSWER QUICKLY, THAT HE MIGHT DECLARE WHAT HE HAD CHOSEN TO GOD, THE KING REASONED WITH HIMSELF, THAT IN CASE HE SHOULD ASK FOR FAMINE, HE WOULD APPEAR TO DO IT FOR OTHERS, AND WITHOUT DANGER TO HIMSELF, SINCE HE HAD A GREAT DEAL OF CORN HOARDED UP, BUT TO THE HARM OF OTHERS; THAT IN CASE HE SHOULD CHOOSE TO BE OVERCOME [BY HIS ENEMIES] FOR THREE MONTHS, HE WOULD APPEAR TO HAVE CHOSEN WAR, BECAUSE HE HAD VALIANT MEN ABOUT HIM, AND STRONG HOLDS, AND THAT THEREFORE HE FEARED NOTHING THEREFROM: SO, HE CHOSE THAT AFFLICTION WHICH IS COMMON TO KINGS AND TO THEIR SUBJECTS, AND IN WHICH THE FEAR WAS EQUAL ON ALL SIDES; AND SAID THIS BEFOREHAND, THAT IT WAS MUCH BETTER TO FALL INTO THE HANDS OF GOD, THAN INTO THOSE OF HIS ENEMIES. 
3. WHEN THE PROPHET HAD HEARD THIS, HE DECLARED IT TO GOD; WHO THEREUPON SENT A PESTILENCE AND A MORTALITY UPON THE HEBREWS; NOR DID THEY DIE AFTER ONE AND THE SAME MANNER, NOR SO THAT IT WAS EASY TO KNOW WHAT THE DISTEMPER WAS. NOW THE MISERABLE DISEASE WAS ONE INDEED, BUT IT CARRIED THEM OFF BY TEN THOUSAND CAUSES AND OCCASIONS, WHICH THOSE THAT WERE AFFLICTED COULD NOT UNDERSTAND; FOR ONE DIED UPON THE NECK OF ANOTHER, AND THE TERRIBLE MALADY SEIZED THEM BEFORE THEY WERE AWARE, AND BROUGHT THEM TO THEIR END SUDDENLY, SOME GIVING UP THE GHOST IMMEDIATELY WITH VERY GREAT PAINS AND BITTER GRIEF, AND SOME WERE WORN AWAY BY THEIR DISTEMPERS, AND HAD NOTHING REMAINING TO BE BURIED, BUT AS SOON AS EVER THEY FELL WERE ENTIRELY MACERATED; SOME WERE CHOKED, AND GREATLY LAMENTED THEIR CASE, AS BEING ALSO STRICKEN WITH A SUDDEN DARKNESS; SOME THERE WERE WHO, AS THEY WERE BURYING A RELATION, FELL DOWN DEAD, WITHOUT FINISHING THE RITES OF THE FUNERAL. NOW THERE PERISHED OF THIS DISEASE, WHICH BEGAN WITH THE MORNING, AND LASTED TILL THE HOUR OF DINNER, SEVENTY THOUSAND. NAY, THE ANGEL STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND OVER JERUSALEM, AS SENDING THIS TERRIBLE JUDGMENT UPON IT. BUT DAVID HAD PUT ON SACKCLOTH, AND LAY UPON THE GROUND, ENTREATING GOD, AND BEGGING THAT THE DISTEMPER MIGHT NOW CEASE, AND THAT HE WOULD BE SATISFIED WITH THOSE THAT HAD ALREADY PERISHED. AND WHEN THE KING LOOKED UP INTO THE AIR, AND SAW THE ANGEL CARRIED ALONG THEREBY INTO JERUSALEM, WITH HIS SWORD DRAWN, HE SAID TO GOD, THAT HE MIGHT JUSTLY BE PUNISHED, WHO WAS THEIR SHEPHERD, BUT THAT THE SHEEP OUGHT TO BE PRESERVED, AS NOT HAVING SINNED AT ALL; AND HE IMPLORED GOD THAT HE WOULD SEND HIS WRATH UPON HIM, AND UPON ALL HIS FAMILY, BUT SPARE THE PEOPLE. 
4. WHEN GOD HEARD HIS SUPPLICATION, HE CAUSED THE PESTILENCE TO CEASE, AND SENT GAD THE PROPHET TO HIM, AND COMMANDED HIM TO GO UP IMMEDIATELY TO THE THRASHING-FLOOR OF ARAUNAH THE JEBUSITE, AND BUILD AN ALTAR THERE TO GOD, AND OFFER SACRIFICES. WHEN DAVID HEARD THAT, HE DID NOT NEGLECT HIS DUTY, BUT MADE HASTE TO THE PLACE APPOINTED HIM. NOW ARAUNAH WAS THRASHING WHEAT; AND WHEN HE SAW THE KING AND ALL HIS SERVANTS COMING TO HIM, HE RAN BEFORE, AND CAME TO HIM AND WORSHIPPED HIM: HE WAS BY HIS LINEAGE A JEBUSITE, BUT A PARTICULAR FRIEND OF DAVID'S; AND FOR THAT CAUSE, IT WAS THAT, WHEN HE OVERTHREW THE CITY, HE DID HIM NO HARM, AS WE INFORMED THE READER A LITTLE BEFORE. NOW ARAUNAH INQUIRED, "WHEREFORE IS MY LORD COME TO HIS SERVANT?" HE ANSWERED, TO BUY OF HIM THE THRASHING-FLOOR, THAT HE MIGHT THEREIN BUILD AN ALTAR TO GOD, AND OFFER A SACRIFICE. HE REPLIED, THAT HE FREELY GAVE HIM BOTH THE THRASHING-FLOOR AND THE PLOUGHS AND THE OXEN FOR A BURNT-OFFERING; AND HE BESOUGHT GOD GRACIOUSLY TO ACCEPT HIS SACRIFICE. BUT THE KING MADE ANSWER, THAT HE TOOK HIS GENEROSITY AND MAGNANIMITY LOUDLY, AND ACCEPTED HIS GOOD-WILL, BUT HE DESIRED HIM TO TAKE THE PRICE OF THEM ALL, FOR THAT IT WAS NOT JUST TO OFFER A SACRIFICE THAT COST NOTHING. AND WHEN ARAUNAH SAID HE WOULD DO AS HE PLEASED, HE BOUGHT THE THRASHING-FLOOR OF HIM FOR FIFTY SHEKELS. AND WHEN HE HAD BUILT AN ALTAR, HE PERFORMED DIVINE SERVICE, AND BROUGHT A BURNT-OFFERING, AND OFFERED PEACE-OFFERINGS ALSO. WITH THESE GOD WAS PACIFIED, AND BECAME GRACIOUS TO THEM AGAIN. NOW IT HAPPENED THAT ABRAHAM CAME AND OFFERED HIS SON ISAAC FOR A BURNT-OFFERING AT THAT VERY PLACE; AND WHEN THE YOUTH WAS READY TO HAVE HIS THROAT CUT, A RAM APPEARED ON A SUDDEN, STANDING BY THE ALTAR, WHICH ABRAHAM SACRIFICED IN THE STEAD OF HIS SON, AS WE HAVE BEFORE RELATED. NOW WHEN KING DAVID SAW THAT GOD HAD HEARD HIS PRAYER, AND HAD GRACIOUSLY ACCEPTED OF HIS SACRIFICE, HE RESOLVED TO CALL THAT ENTIRE PLACE THE ALTAR OF ALL THE PEOPLE, AND TO BUILD A TEMPLE TO GOD THERE; WHICH WORDS HE UTTERED VERY APPOSITELY TO WHAT WAS TO BE DONE AFTERWARD; FOR GOD SENT THE PROPHET TO HIM, AND TOLD HIM THAT THERE SHOULD HIS SON BUILD HIM AN ALTAR, THAT SON WHO WAS TO TAKE THE KINGDOM AFTER HIM.
CHAPTER 14. THAT DAVID MADE GREAT PREPARATIONS FOR THE HOUSE OF GOD; AND THAT, UPON ADONIJAH'S ATTEMPT TO GAIN THE KINGDOM, HE APPOINTED SOLOMON TO REIGN. 
1. AFTER THE DELIVERY OF THIS PROPHECY, THE KING COMMANDED THE STRANGERS TO BE NUMBERED; AND THEY WERE FOUND TO BE ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY THOUSAND; OF THESE HE APPOINTED FOURSCORE THOUSAND TO BE HEWERS OF STONE, AND THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE TO CARRY THE STONES, AND OF THEM HE SET OVER THE WORKMEN THREE THOUSAND AND FIVE HUNDRED. HE ALSO PREPARED A GREAT QUANTITY OF IRON AND BRASS FOR THE WORK, WITH MANY (AND THOSE EXCEEDING LARGE) CEDAR TREES; THE TYRIANS AND SIDONIANS SENDING THEM TO HIM, FOR HE HAD SENT TO THEM FOR A SUPPLY OF THOSE TREES. AND HE TOLD HIS FRIENDS THAT THESE THINGS WERE NOW PREPARED, THAT HE MIGHT LEAVE MATERIALS READY FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE TO HIS SON, WHO WAS TO REIGN AFTER HIM, AND THAT HE MIGHT NOT HAVE THEM TO SEEK THEN, WHEN HE WAS VERY YOUNG, AND BY REASON OF HIS AGE UNSKILLFUL IN SUCH MATTERS, BUT MIGHT HAVE THEM LYING BY HIM, AND SO MIGHT THE MORE READILY COMPLETE THE WORK. 
2. SO DAVID CALLED HIS SON SOLOMON, AND CHARGED HIM, WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED THE KINGDOM, TO BUILD A TEMPLE TO GOD, AND SAID, "!I WAS WILLING TO BUILD GOD A TEMPLE MYSELF, BUT HE PROHIBITED ME, BECAUSE I WAS POLLUTED WITH BLOOD AND WARS; BUT HE HATH FORETOLD THAT SOLOMON, MY YOUNGEST SON, SHOULD BUILD HIM A TEMPLE, AND SHOULD BE CALLED BY THAT NAME; OVER WHOM HE HATH PROMISED TO TAKE THE LIKE CARE AS A FATHER TAKES OVER HIS SON; AND THAT HE WOULD MAKE THE COUNTRY OF THE HEBREWS HAPPY UNDER HIM, AND THAT, NOT ONLY IN OTHER RESPECTS, BUT BY GIVING IT PEACE AND FREEDOM FROM WARS, AND FROM INTERNAL SEDITIONS, WHICH ARE THE GREATEST OF ALL BLESSINGS. SINCE, THEREFORE," SAYS HE, "THOU WAST ORDAINED KING BY GOD HIMSELF BEFORE THOU WAST BORN, ENDEAVOR TO RENDER THYSELF WORTHY OF THIS HIS PROVIDENCE, AS IN OTHER INSTANCES, SO PARTICULARLY IN BEING RELIGIOUS, AND RIGHTEOUS, AND COURAGEOUS. KEEP THOU ALSO HIS COMMANDS AND HIS LAWS, WHICH HE HATH GIVEN US BY MOSES, AND DO NOT PERMIT OTHERS TO BREAK THEM. BE ZEALOUS ALSO TO DEDICATE TO GOD A TEMPLE, WHICH HE HATH CHOSEN TO BE BUILT UNDER THY REIGN; NOR BE THOU AFFRIGHTED BY THE VASTNESS OF THE WORK, NOR SET ABOUT IT TIMOROUSLY, FOR I WILL MAKE ALL THINGS READY BEFORE I DIE: AND TAKE NOTICE, THAT THERE ARE ALREADY TEN THOUSAND TALENTS OF GOLD, AND A HUNDRED THOUSAND TALENTS OF SILVER COLLECTED TOGETHER. I HAVE ALSO LAID TOGETHER BRASS AND IRON WITHOUT NUMBER, AND AN IMMENSE QUANTITY OF TIMBER AND OF STONES. MOREOVER, THOU HAST MANY TEN THOUSAND STONE-CUTTERS AND CARPENTERS; AND IF THOU SHALT WANT ANY THING FURTHER, DO THOU ADD SOMEWHAT OF THINE OWN. WHEREFORE, IF THOU PERFORMEST THIS WORK, THOU WILT BE ACCEPTABLE TO GOD, AND HAVE HIM FOR THY PATRON." DAVID ALSO FURTHER EXHORTED THE RULERS OF THE PEOPLE TO ASSIST HIS SON IN THIS BUILDING, AND TO ATTEND TO THE DIVINE SERVICE, WHEN THEY SHOULD BE FREE FROM ALL THEIR MISFORTUNES, FOR THAT THEY BY THIS MEANS SHOULD ENJOY, INSTEAD OF THEM, PEACE AND A HAPPY SETTLEMENT, WITH WHICH BLESSINGS GOD REWARDS SUCH MEN AS ARE RELIGIOUS AND RIGHTEOUS. HE ALSO GAVE ORDERS, THAT WHEN THE TEMPLE SHOULD BE ONCE BUILT, THEY SHOULD PUT THE ARK THEREIN, WITH THE HOLY VESSELS; AND HE ASSURED THEM THAT THEY OUGHT TO HAVE HAD A TEMPLE LONG AGO, IF THEIR FATHERS HAD NOT BEEN NEGLIGENT OF GOD'S COMMANDS, WHO HAD GIVEN IT IN CHARGE, THAT WHEN THEY HAD GOT THE POSSESSION OF THIS LAND, THEY SHOULD BUILD HIM A TEMPLE. THUS, DID DAVID DISCOURSE TO THE GOVERNORS, AND TO HIS SON. 
3. DAVID WAS NOW IN YEARS, AND HIS BODY, BY LENGTH OF TIME, WAS BECOME COLD, AND BENUMBED, INSOMUCH THAT HE COULD GET NO HEAT BY COVERING HIMSELF WITH MANY CLOTHES; AND WHEN THE PHYSICIANS CAME TOGETHER, THEY AGREED TO THIS ADVICE, THAT A BEAUTIFUL VIRGIN, CHOSEN OUT OF THE WHOLE COUNTRY, SHOULD SLEEP BY THE KING'S SIDE, AND THAT THIS DAMSEL WOULD COMMUNICATE HEAT TO HIM, AND BE A REMEDY AGAINST HIS NUMBNESS. NOW THERE WAS FOUND IN THE CITY ONE WOMAN, OF A SUPERIOR BEAUTY TO ALL OTHER WOMEN, (HER NAME WAS ABISHAG,) WHO, SLEEPING WITH THE KING, DID NO MORE THAN COMMUNICATE WARMTH TO HIM, FOR HE WAS SO OLD THAT HE COULD NOT KNOW HER AS A HUSBAND KNOWS HIS WIFE. BUT OF THIS WOMAN WE SHALL SPEAK MORE PRESENTLY. 
4. NOW THE FOURTH SON OF DAVID WAS A BEAUTIFUL YOUNG MAN, AND TALL, BORN TO HIM OF HAGGITH HIS WIFE. HE WAS NAMED ADONIJAH, AND WAS IN HIS DISPOSITION LIKE TO ABSALOM; AND EXALTED HIMSELF AS HOPING TO BE KING, AND TOLD HIS FRIENDS THAT HE OUGHT TO TAKE THE GOVERNMENT UPON HIM. HE ALSO PREPARED MANY CHARIOTS AND HORSES, AND FIFTY MEN TO RUN BEFORE HIM. WHEN HIS FATHER SAW THIS, HE DID NOT REPROVE HIM, NOR RESTRAIN HIM FROM HIS PURPOSE, NOR DID HE GO SO FAR AS TO ASK WHEREFORE HE DID SO. NOW ADONIJAH HAD FOR HIS ASSISTANTS JOAB THE CAPTAIN OF THE ARMY, AND ABIATHAR THE HIGH PRIEST; AND THE ONLY PERSONS THAT OPPOSED HIM WERE ZADOK THE HIGH PRIEST, AND THE PROPHET NATHAN, AND BENAIAH, WHO WAS CAPTAIN OF THE GUARDS, AND SHIMEI, DAVID'S FRIEND, WITH ALL THE OTHER MOST MIGHTY MEN. NOW ADONIJAH HAD PREPARED A SUPPER OUT OF THE CITY, NEAR THE FOUNTAIN THAT WAS IN THE KING'S PARADISE, AND HAD INVITED ALL HIS BRETHREN EXCEPT SOLOMON, AND HAD TAKEN WITH HIM JOAB THE CAPTAIN OF THE ARMY, AND: ABIATHAR, AND THE RULERS OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, BUT HAD NOT INVITED TO THIS FEAST EITHER ZADOK THE HIGH PRIEST, OR NATHAN THE PROPHET, OR BENAIAH THE CAPTAIN OF THE GUARDS, NOR ANY OF THOSE OF THE CONTRARY PARTY. THIS MATTER WAS TOLD BY NATHAN THE PROPHET TO BATHSHEBA, SOLOMON'S MOTHER, THAT ADONIJAH WAS KING, AND THAT DAVID KNEW NOTHING OF IT; AND HE ADVISED HER TO SAVE HERSELF AND HER SON SOLOMON, AND TO GO BY HERSELF TO DAVID, AND SAY TO HIM, THAT HE HAD INDEED SWORN THAT SOLOMON SHOULD REIGN AFTER HIM, BUT THAT IN THE MEAN TIME ADONIJAH HAD ALREADY TAKEN THE KINGDOM. HE SAID THAT HE, THE PROPHET HIMSELF, WOULD COME AFTER HER, AND WHEN SHE HAD SPOKEN THUS TO THE KING, WOULD CONFIRM WHAT SHE HAD SAID. ACCORDINGLY, BATHSHEBA AGREED WITH NATHAN, AND WENT IN TO THE KING AND WORSHIPPED HIM, AND WHEN SHE HAD DESIRED LEAVE TO SPEAK WITH HIM, SHE TOLD HIM ALL THINGS IN THE MANNER THAT NATHAN HAD SUGGESTED TO HER; AND RELATED WHAT A SUPPER ADONIJAH HAD MADE, AND WHO THEY WERE WHOM HE HAD INVITED; ABIATHAR THE AND JOAB THE GENERAL, AND DAVID'S SONS, EXCEPTING SOLOMON AND HIS INTIMATE FRIENDS. SHE ALSO SAID THAT ALL THE PEOPLE HAD THEIR EYES UPON HIM, TO KNOW WHOM HE WOULD CHOOSE FOR THEIR KING. SHE DESIRED HIM ALSO TO CONSIDER HOW, AFTER HIS DEPARTURE, ADONIJAH, IF HE WERE KING, WOULD SLAY HER AND HER SON SOLOMON. 
5. NOW, AS BATHSHEBA WAS SPEAKING, THE KEEPER OF THE KING'S CHAMBERS TOLD HIM THAT NATHAN DESIRED TO SEE HIM. AND WHEN THE KING HAD COMMANDED THAT HE SHOULD BE ADMITTED, HE CAME IN, AND ASKED HIM WHETHER HE HAD ORDAINED ADONIJAH TO BE KING, AND DELIVERED THE GOVERNMENT TO HIM, OR NOT; FOR THAT HE HAD MADE A SPLENDID SUPPER, AND INVITED ALL HIS SONS, EXCEPT SOLOMON; AS ALSO THAT HE HAD INVITED JOAB, THE CAPTAIN OF HIS HOST, [AND ABIATHAR THE HIGH PRIEST,] WHO ARE FEASTING WITH APPLAUSES, AND MANY JOYFUL SOUNDS OF INSTRUMENTS, AND WISH THAT HIS KINGDOM MAY LAST FOR EVER; BUT HE HATH NOT INVITED ME, NOR ZADOK THE HIGH PRIEST, NOR BENAIAH THE CAPTAIN OF THE GUARDS; AND IT IS BUT FIT THAT ALL SHOULD KNOW WHETHER THIS BE DONE BY THY APPROBATION OR NOT. WHEN NATHAN HAD SAID THUS, THE KING COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD CALL BATHSHEBA TO HIM, FOR SHE HAD GONE OUT OF THE ROOM WHEN THE PROPHET CAME. AND WHEN BATHSHEBA WAS COME, DAVID SAID, "I SWEAR BY ALMIGHTY GOD, THAT THY SON SOLOMON SHALL CERTAINLY HE KING, AS I FORMERLY SWORE; AND THAT HE SHALL SIT UPON MY THRONE, AND THAT THIS VERY DAY ALSO." SO, BATHSHEBA WORSHIPPED HIM, AND WISHED HIM A LONG LIFE; AND THE KING SENT FOR ZADOK THE HIGH PRIEST, AND BENAIAH THE CAPTAIN OF THE GUARDS; AND WHEN THEY WERE COME, HE ORDERED THEM TO TAKE WITH THEM NATHAN THE PROPHET, AND ALL THE ARMED MEN ABOUT THE PALACE, AND TO SET HIS SON SOLOMON UPON THE KING'S MULE, AND TO CARRY HIM OUT OF THE CITY TO THE FOUNTAIN CALLED GIHON, AND TO ANOINT HIM THERE WITH THE HOLY OIL, AND TO MAKE HIM KING. THIS HE CHARGED ZADOK THE HIGH PRIEST, AND NATHAN THE PROPHET, TO DO, AND COMMANDED THEM TO FOLLOW SOLOMON THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE CITY, AND TO SOUND THE TRUMPETS, AND WISH ALOUD THAT SOLOMON THE KING MAY SIT UPON THE ROYAL THRONE FOR EVER, THAT SO ALL THE PEOPLE MAY KNOW THAT HE IS ORDAINED KING BY HIS FATHER. HE ALSO GAVE SOLOMON A CHARGE CONCERNING HIS GOVERNMENT, TO RULE THE WHOLE NATION OF THE HEBREWS, AND PARTICULARLY THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, RELIGIOUSLY AND RIGHTEOUSLY. AND WHEN BENAIAH HAD PRAYED TO GOD TO BE FAVORABLE TO SOLOMON, WITHOUT ANY DELAY THEY SET SOLOMON UPON THE MULE, AND BROUGHT HIM OUT OF THE CITY TO THE FOUNTAIN, AND ANOINTED HIM WITH OIL, AND BROUGHT HIM INTO THE CITY AGAIN, WITH ACCLAMATIONS AND WISHES THAT HIS KINGDOM MIGHT CONTINUE A LONG TIME: AND WHEN THEY HAD INTRODUCED HIM INTO THE KING'S HOUSE, THEY SET HIM UPON THE THRONE; WHEREUPON ALL THE PEOPLE BETOOK THEMSELVES TO MAKE MERRY, AND TO CELEBRATE A FESTIVAL, DANCING AND DELIGHTING THEMSELVES WITH MUSICAL PIPES, TILL BOTH THE EARTH AND THE AIR ECHOED WITH THE MULTITUDE OF THE INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC. 
6. NOW WHEN ADONIJAH AND HIS GUESTS PERCEIVED THIS NOISE, THEY WERE IN DISORDER; AND JOAB THE CAPTAIN OF THE HOST SAID HE WAS NOT PLEASED WITH THESE ECHOES, AND THE SOUND OF THESE TRUMPETS. AND WHEN SUPPER WAS SET BEFORE THEM, NOBODY TASTED OF IT, BUT THEY WERE ALL VERY THOUGHTFUL WHAT WOULD BE THE MATTER. THEN JONATHAN, THE SON OF ABIATHAR THE HIGH PRIEST, CAME RUNNING TO THEM; AND WHEN ADONIJAH SAW THE YOUNG MAN GLADLY, AND SAID TO HIM THAT HE WAS A GOOD MESSENGER, HE DECLARED TO THEM THE WHOLE MATTER ABOUT SOLOMON, AND THE DETERMINATION OF KING DAVID: HEREUPON BOTH ADONIJAH AND ALL THE GUESTS ROSE HASTILY FROM THE FEAST, AND EVERY ONE FLED TO THEIR OWN HOMES. ADONIJAH ALSO, AS AFRAID OF THE KING FOR WHAT HE HAD DONE, BECAME A SUPPLICANT TO GOD, AND TOOK HOLD OF THE HORNS OF THE ALTAR, WHICH WERE PROMINENT. IT WAS ALSO TOLD SOLOMON THAT HE HAD SO DONE; AND THAT HE DESIRED TO RECEIVE ASSURANCES FROM HIM THAT HE WOULD NOT REMEMBER THE INJURY HE HAD DONE, AND NOT INFLICT ANY SEVERE PUNISHMENT FOR IT. SOLOMON ANSWERED VERY MILDLY AND PRUDENTLY, THAT HE FORGAVE HIM THIS HIS OFFENSE; BUT SAID WITHAL, THAT IF HE WERE FOUND OUT IN ANY ATTEMPT FOR NEW INNOVATIONS, THAT HE WOULD BE THE AUTHOR OF HIS OWN PUNISHMENT. SO, HE SENT TO HIM, AND RAISED HIM UP FROM THE PLACE OF HIS SUPPLICATION. AND WHEN HE WAS COME TO THE KING, AND HAD WORSHIPPED HIM, THE KING BID HIM GO AWAY TO HIS OWN HOUSE, AND HAVE NO SUSPICION OF ANY HARM; AND DESIRED HIM TO SHOW HIMSELF A WORTHY MAN, AS WHAT WOULD TEND TO HIS OWN ADVANTAGE. 
7. BUT DAVID, BEING DESIROUS OF ORDAINING HIS SON KING OF ALL THE PEOPLE, CALLED TOGETHER THEIR RULERS TO JERUSALEM, WITH THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES; AND HAVING FIRST NUMBERED THE LEVITES, HE FOUND THEM TO BE THIRTY-EIGHT THOUSAND, FROM THIRTY YEARS OLD TO FIFTY; OUT OF WHICH HE APPOINTED TWENTY-THREE THOUSAND TO TAKE CARE OF THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, AND OUT OF THE SAME, SIX THOUSAND TO BE JUDGES OF THE PEOPLE AND SCRIBES, FOUR THOUSAND FOR PORTERS TO THE HOUSE OF GOD, AND AS MANY FOR SINGERS, TO SING TO THE INSTRUMENTS WHICH DAVID HAD PREPARED, AS WE HAVE SAID ALREADY. HE DIVIDED THEM ALSO INTO COURSES: AND WHEN HE HAD SEPARATED THE PRIESTS FROM THEM, HE FOUND OF THESE PRIESTS TWENTY-FOUR COURSES, SIXTEEN OF THE, HOUSE OF ELEAZAR, AND EIGHT OF THAT OF ITHAMAR; AND HE ORDAINED THAT ONE COURSE SHOULD MINISTER TO GOD EIGHT DAYS, FROM SABBATH TO SABBATH. AND THUS, WERE THE COURSES DISTRIBUTED BY LOT, IN THE PRESENCE OF DAVID, AND ZADOK AND ABIATHAR THE HIGH PRIESTS, AND OF ALL THE RULERS; AND THAT COURSE WHICH CAME UP FIRST WAS WRITTEN DOWN AS THE FIRST, AND ACCORDINGLY THE SECOND, AND SO ON TO THE TWENTY-FOURTH; AND THIS PARTITION HATH REMAINED TO THIS DAY. HE ALSO MADE TWENTY-FOUR PARTS OF THE TRIBE OF LEVI; AND WHEN THEY CAST LOTS, THEY CAME UP IN THE SAME MANNER FOR THEIR COURSES OF EIGHT DAYS. HE ALSO HONORED THE POSTERITY OF MOSES, AND MADE THEM THE KEEPERS OF THE TREASURES OF GOD, AND OF THE DONATIONS WHICH THE KINGS DEDICATED. HE ALSO ORDAINED THAT ALL THE TRIBE OF LEVI, AS WELL AS THE PRIESTS, SHOULD SERVE GOD NIGHT AND DAY, AS MOSES HAD ENJOINED THEM. 
8. AFTER THIS HE PARTED THE ENTIRE ARMY INTO TWELVE PARTS, WITH THEIR LEADERS [AND CAPTAINS OF HUNDREDS] AND COMMANDERS. NOW EVERY PART HAD TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND, WHICH WERE ORDERED TO WAIT ON SOLOMON, BY THIRTY DAYS AT A TIME, FROM THE FIRST DAY TILL THE LAST, WITH THE CAPTAINS OF THOUSANDS AND CAPTAINS OF HUNDREDS. HE ALSO SET RULERS OVER EVERY PART, SUCH AS HE KNEW TO BE GOOD AND RIGHTEOUS MEN. HE SET OTHERS ALSO TO TAKE CHARGE OF THE TREASURES, AND OF THE VILLAGES, AND OF THE FIELDS, AND OF THE BEASTS, WHOSE NAMES I DO NOT THINK IT NECESSARY TO MENTION. WHEN DAVID HAD ORDERED ALL THESE OFFICERS AFTER THE MANNER BEFORE MENTIONED, HE CALLED THE RULERS OF THE HEBREWS, AND THEIR HEADS OF TRIBES, AND THE OFFICERS OVER THE SEVERAL DIVISIONS, AND THOSE THAT WERE APPOINTED OVER EVERY WORK, AND EVERY POSSESSION; AND STANDING UPON A HIGH PULPIT, HE SAID TO THE MULTITUDE AS FOLLOWS: "MY BRETHREN AND MY PEOPLE, I WOULD HAVE YOU KNOW THAT I INTENDED TO BUILD A HOUSE FOR GOD, AND PREPARED A LARGE QUANTITY OF GOLD, AND A HUNDRED THOUSAND TALENTS OF SILVER; BUT GOD PROHIBITED ME BY THE PROPHET NATHAN, BECAUSE OF THE WARS I HAD ON YOUR ACCOUNT, AND BECAUSE MY RIGHT HAND WAS POLLUTED WITH THE SLAUGHTER OF OUR ENEMIES; BUT HE COMMANDED THAT MY SON, WHO WAS TO SUCCEED ME IN THE KINGDOM, SHOULD BUILD A TEMPLE FOR HIM. NOW THEREFORE, SINCE YOU KNOW THAT OF THE TWELVE SONS WHOM JACOB OUR FOREFATHER HAD JUDAH WAS APPOINTED TO BE KING, AND THAT I WAS PREFERRED BEFORE MY SIX BRETHREN, AND RECEIVED THE GOVERNMENT FROM GOD, AND THAT NONE OF THEM WERE UNEASY AT IT, SO DO I ALSO DESIRE THAT MY SONS BE NOT SEDITIOUS ONE AGAINST ANOTHER, NOW SOLOMON HAS RECEIVED THE KINGDOM, BUT TO BEAR HIM CHEERFULLY FOR THEIR LORD, AS KNOWING THAT GOD HATH CHOSEN HIM; FOR IT IS NOT A GRIEVOUS THING TO OBEY EVEN A FOREIGNER AS A RULER, IF IT BE GOD'S WILL, BUT IT IS FIT TO REJOICE WHEN A BROTHER HATH OBTAINED THAT DIGNITY, SINCE THE REST PARTAKE OF IT WITH HIM. AND I PRAY THAT THE PROMISES OF GOD MAY BE FULFILLED; AND THAT THIS HAPPINESS WHICH HE HATH PROMISED TO BESTOW UPON KING SOLOMON, OVER ALL THE COUNTRY, MAY CONTINUE THEREIN FOR ALL TIME TO COME. AND THESE PROMISES O SON, WILL BE FIRM, AND COME TO A HAPPY END, IF THOU SHOWEST THYSELF TO BE A RELIGIOUS AND A RIGHTEOUS MAN, AND AN OBSERVER OF THE LAWS OF THY COUNTRY; BUT IF NOT, EXPECT ADVERSITY UPON THY DISOBEDIENCE TO THEM." 
9. NOW WHEN THE KING HAD SAID THIS, HE LEFT OFF; BUT GAVE THE DESCRIPTION AND PATTERN OF THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE IN THE SIGHT OF THEM ALL TO SOLOMON: OF THE FOUNDATIONS AND OF THE CHAMBERS, INFERIOR AND SUPERIOR; HOW MANY THEY WERE TO BE, AND HOW LARGE IN HEIGHT AND IN BREADTH; AS ALSO HE DETERMINED THE WEIGHT OF THE GOLDEN AND SILVER VESSELS: MOREOVER, HE EARNESTLY EXCITED THEM WITH HIS WORDS TO USE THE UTMOST ALACRITY ABOUT THE WORK; HE EXHORTED THE RULERS ALSO, AND PARTICULARLY THE TRIBE OF LEVI, TO ASSIST HIM, BOTH BECAUSE OF HIS YOUTH, AND BECAUSE GOD HAD CHOSEN HIM TO TAKE CARE OF THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, AND OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM. HE ALSO DECLARED TO THEM THAT THE WORK WOULD BE EASY, AND NOT VERY LABORIOUS TO THEM, BECAUSE HE HAD PREPARED FOR IT MANY TALENTS OF GOLD, AND MORE OF SILVER, WITH TIMBER, AND A GREAT MANY CARPENTERS AND STONECUTTERS, AND A LARGE QUANTITY OF EMERALDS, AND ALL SORTS OF PRECIOUS STONES; AND HE SAID, THAT EVEN NOW HE WOULD GIVE OF THE PROPER GOODS OF HIS OWN DOMINION TWO HUNDRED TALENTS, AND THREE HUNDRED OTHER TALENTS OF PURE GOLD, FOR THE MOST HOLY PLACE, AND FOR THE CHARIOT OF GOD, THE CHERUBIM, WHICH ARE TO STAND OVER AND COVER THE ARK. NOW WHEN DAVID HAD DONE SPEAKING, THERE APPEARED GREAT ALACRITY AMONG THE RULERS, AND THE PRIESTS, AND THE LEVITES, WHO NOW CONTRIBUTED AND MADE GREAT AND SPLENDID PROMISES FOR A FUTURE CONTRIBUTION; FOR THEY UNDERTOOK TO BRING OF GOLD FIVE THOUSAND TALENTS, AND TEN THOUSAND DRAMS, AND OF SILVER TEN THOUSAND TALENTS, AND MANY TEN THOUSAND TALENTS OF IRON; AND IF ANY ONE HAD A PRECIOUS STONE, HE BROUGHT IT, AND BEQUEATHED IT TO BE PUT AMONG THE TREASURES; OF WHICH JACHIEL, ONE OF THE, POSTERITY OF MOSES, HAD THE CARE. 
10. UPON THIS OCCASION ALL THE PEOPLE REJOICED, AS IN PARTICULAR DID DAVID, WHEN HE SAW THE ZEAL AND FORWARD AMBITION OF THE RULERS, AND THE PRIESTS, AND OF ALL THE REST; AND HE BEGAN TO BLESS GOD WITH A LOUD VOICE, CALLING HIM THE FATHER AND PARENT OF THE UNIVERSE, AND THE AUTHOR OF HUMAN AND DIVINE THINGS, WITH WHICH HE HAD ADORNED SOLOMON, THE PATRON AND GUARDIAN OF THE HEBREW NATION, AND OF ITS HAPPINESS, AND OF THAT KINGDOM WHICH HE HATH GIVEN HIS SON. BESIDES THIS, HE PRAYED FOR HAPPINESS TO ALL THE PEOPLE; AND TO SOLOMON HIS SON, A SOUND AND A RIGHTEOUS MIND, AND CONFIRMED IN ALL SORTS OF VIRTUE; AND THEN HE COMMANDED THE MULTITUDE TO BLESS GOD; UPON WHICH THEY ALL FELL DOWN UPON THE GROUND AND WORSHIPPED HIM. THEY ALSO GAVE THANKS TO DAVID, ON ACCOUNT OF ALL THE BLESSINGS WHICH THEY HAD RECEIVED EVER SINCE HE HAD TAKEN THE KINGDOM. ON THE NEXT DAY HE PRESENTED SACRIFICES TO GOD, A THOUSAND BULLOCKS, AND AS MANY LAMBS, WHICH THEY OFFERED FOR BURNT-OFFERINGS. THEY ALSO OFFERED PEACE-OFFERINGS, AND SLEW MANY TEN THOUSAND SACRIFICES; AND THE KING FEASTED ALL DAY, TOGETHER WITH ALL THE PEOPLE; AND THEY ANOINTED SOLOMON A SECOND TIME WITH THE OIL, AND APPOINTED HIM TO BE KING, AND ZADOK TO BE THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE WHOLE MULTITUDE. AND WHEN THEY HAD BROUGHT SOLOMON TO THE ROYAL PALACE, AND HAD SET HIM UPON HIS FATHER'S THRONE, THEY WERE OBEDIENT TO HIM FROM THAT DAY. 
CHAPTER 15. WHAT CHARGE DAVID GAVE TO HIS SON SOLOMON AT THE APPROACH OF HIS DEATH, AND HOW MANY THINGS HE LEFT HIM FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE. 
1. A LITTLE AFTERWARD DAVID ALSO FELL INTO A DISTEMPER, BY REASON OF HIS AGE; AND PERCEIVING THAT HE WAS NEAR TO DEATH, HE CALLED HIS SON SOLOMON, AND DISCOURSED TO HIM THUS: "I AM NOW, O MY SON, GOING TO MY GRAVE, AND TO MY FATHERS, WHICH IS THE COMMON WAY WHICH ALL MEN THAT NOW ARE, OR SHALL BE HEREAFTER, MUST GO; FROM WHICH WAY IT IS NO LONGER POSSIBLE TO RETURN, AND TO KNOW ANY THING THAT IS DONE IN THIS WORLD. ON WHICH ACCOUNT I EXHORT THEE, WHILE I AM STILL ALIVE, THOUGH ALREADY VERY NEAR TO DEATH, IN THE SAME MANNER AS I HAVE FORMERLY SAID IN MY ADVICE TO THEE, TO BE RIGHTEOUS TOWARDS THY SUBJECTS, AND RELIGIOUS TOWARDS GOD, THAT HATH GIVEN THEE THY KINGDOM; TO OBSERVE HIS COMMANDS AND HIS LAWS, WHICH HE HATH SENT US BY MOSES; AND NEITHER DO THOU OUT OF FAVOR NOR FLATTERY ALLOW ANY LUST OR OTHER PASSION TO WEIGH WITH THEE TO DISREGARD THEM; FOR IF THOU TRANSGRESSEST HIS LAWS, THOU WILT LOSE THE FAVOR OF GOD, AND THOU WILT TURN AWAY HIS PROVIDENCE FROM THEE IN ALL THINGS; BUT IF THOU BEHAVE THYSELF SO AS IT BEHOOVES THEE, AND AS I EXHORT THEE, THOU WILT PRESERVE OUR KINGDOM TO OUR FAMILY, AND NO OTHER HOUSE WILL BEAR RULE OVER THE HEBREWS BUT WE OURSELVES FOR ALL AGES. BE THOU ALSO MINDFUL OF THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF JOAB, THE CAPTAIN OF THE HOST, WHO HATH SLAIN TWO GENERALS OUT OF ENVY, AND THOSE RIGHTEOUS AND GOOD MEN, ABNER THE SON OF NER, AND AMASA THE SON OF JETHER; WHOSE DEATH DO THOU AVENGE AS SHALL SEEM GOOD TO THEE, SINCE JOAB HATH BEEN TOO HARD FOR ME, AND MORE POTENT THAN MYSELF, AND SO HATH ESCAPED PUNISHMENT HITHERTO. I ALSO COMMIT TO THEE THE SON OF BARZILLAI THE GILEADITE, WHOM, IN ORDER TO GRATIFY ME, THOU SHALT HAVE IN GREAT HONOR, AND TAKE GREAT CARE OF; FOR WE HAVE NOT DONE GOOD TO HIM FIRST, BUT WE ONLY REPAY THAT DEBT WHICH WE OWE TO HIS FATHER FOR WHAT HE DID TO ME IN MY FLIGHT. THERE IS ALSO SHIMEI THE SON OF GERA, OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, WHO, AFTER HE HAD CAST MANY REPROACHES UPON ME, WHEN, IN MY FLIGHT, I WAS GOING TO MAHANAIM, MET ME AT JORDAN, AND RECEIVED ASSURANCES THAT HE SHOULD THEN SUFFER NOTHING. DO THOU NOW SEEK OUT FOR SOME JUST OCCASION, AND PUNISH HIM." 
2. WHEN DAVID HAD GIVEN THESE ADMONITIONS TO HIS SON ABOUT PUBLIC AFFAIRS, AND ABOUT HIS FRIENDS, AND ABOUT THOSE WHOM HE KNEW TO DESERVE PUNISHMENT, HE DIED, HAVING LIVED SEVENTY YEARS, AND REIGNED SEVEN YEARS AND SIX MONTHS IN HEBRON OVER THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, AND THIRTY-THREE YEARS IN JERUSALEM OVER ALL THE COUNTRY. THIS MAN WAS OF AN EXCELLENT CHARACTER, AND WAS ENDOWED WITH ALL VIRTUES THAT WERE DESIRABLE IN A KING, AND IN ONE THAT HAD THE PRESERVATION OF SO MANY TRIBES COMMITTED TO HIM; FOR HE WAS A MAN OF VALOR IN A VERY EXTRAORDINARY DEGREE, AND WENT READILY AND FIRST OF ALL INTO DANGERS, WHEN HE WAS TO FIGHT FOR HIS SUBJECTS, AS EXCITING THE SOLDIERS TO ACTION BY HIS OWN LABORS, AND FIGHTING FOR THEM, AND NOT BY COMMANDING THEM IN A DESPOTIC WAY. HE WAS ALSO OF VERY GREAT ABILITIES IN UNDERSTANDING, AND APPREHENSION OF PRESENT AND FUTURE CIRCUMSTANCES, WHEN HE WAS TO MANAGE ANY AFFAIRS. HE WAS PRUDENT AND MODERATE, AND KIND TO SUCH AS WERE UNDER ANY CALAMITIES; HE WAS RIGHTEOUS AND HUMANE, WHICH ARE GOOD QUALITIES, PECULIARLY FIT FOR KINGS; NOR WAS HE GUILTY OF ANY OFFENSE IN THE EXERCISE OF SO GREAT AN AUTHORITY, BUT IN THE BUSINESS OF THE WIFE OF URIAH. HE ALSO LEFT BEHIND HIM GREATER WEALTH THAN ANY OTHER KING, EITHER OF THE HEBREWS OR, OF OTHER NATIONS, EVER DID. 
3. HE WAS BURIED BY HIS SON SOLOMON, IN JERUSALEM, WITH GREAT MAGNIFICENCE, AND WITH ALL THE OTHER FUNERAL POMP WHICH KINGS USED TO BE BURIED WITH; MOREOVER, HE HAD GREAT AND IMMENSE WEALTH BURIED WITH HIM, THE VASTNESS OF WHICH MAY BE EASILY CONJECTURED AT BY WHAT I SHALL NOW SAY; FOR A THOUSAND AND THREE HUNDRED YEARS AFTERWARD HYRCANUS THE HIGH PRIEST, WHEN HE WAS BESIEGED BY ANTIOCHUS, THAT WAS CALLED THE PIOUS, THE SON OF DEMETRIUS, AND WAS DESIROUS OF GIVING HIM MONEY TO GET HIM TO RAISE THE SIEGE AND DRAW OFF HIS ARMY, AND HAVING NO OTHER METHOD OF COMPASSING THE MONEY, OPENED ONE ROOM OF DAVID'S SEPULCHER, AND TOOK OUT THREE THOUSAND TALENTS, AND GAVE PART OF THAT SUM TO ANTIOCHUS; AND BY THIS MEANS CAUSED THE SIEGE TO BE RAISED, AS WE HAVE INFORMED THE READER ELSEWHERE. NAY, AFTER HIM, AND THAT MANY YEARS, HEROD THE KING OPENED ANOTHER ROOM, AND TOOK AWAY A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY, AND YET NEITHER OF THEM CAME AT THE COFFINS OF THE KINGS THEMSELVES, FOR THEIR BODIES WERE BURIED UNDER THE EARTH SO ARTFULLY, THAT THEY DID NOT APPEAR TO EVEN THOSE THAT ENTERED INTO THEIR MONUMENTS. BUT SO MUCH SHALL SUFFICE US TO HAVE SAID CONCERNING THESE MATTERS.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK VIII
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-THREE YEARS FROM THE DEATH OF DAVID TO THE DEATH OF AHAB
CHAPTER 1. HOW SOLOMON, WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED THE KINGDOM TOOK-OFF HIS ENEMIES. 
1. WE HAVE ALREADY TREATED OF DAVID, AND HIS VIRTUE, AND OF THE BENEFITS HE WAS THE AUTHOR OF TO HIS COUNTRYMEN; OF HIS WARS ALSO AND BATTLES, WHICH HE MANAGED WITH SUCCESS, AND THEN DIED AN OLD MAN, IN THE FOREGOING BOOK. AND WHEN SOLOMON HIS SON, WHO WAS BUT A YOUTH IN AGE, HAD TAKEN THE KINGDOM, AND WHOM DAVID HAD DECLARED, WHILE HE WAS ALIVE, THE LORD OF THAT PEOPLE, ACCORDING TO GOD'S WILL; WHEN HE SAT UPON THE THRONE, THE WHOLE BODY OF THE PEOPLE MADE JOYFUL ACCLAMATIONS TO HIM, AS IS USUAL AT THE BEGINNING OF A REIGN; AND WISHED THAT ALL HIS AFFAIRS MIGHT COME TO A BLESSED CONCLUSION; AND THAT HE MIGHT ARRIVE AT A GREAT AGE, AND AT THE MOST HAPPY STATE OF AFFAIRS POSSIBLE. 
2. BUT ADONIJAH, WHO, WHILE HIS FATHER WAS LIVING, ATTEMPTED TO GAIN POSSESSION OF THE GOVERNMENT, CAME TO THE KING'S MOTHER BATHSHEBA, AND SALUTED HER WITH GREAT CIVILITY; AND WHEN SHE ASKED HIM, WHETHER HE CAME TO HER AS DESIRING HER ASSISTANCE IN ANY THING OR NOT, AND BADE HIM TELL HER IF THAT WERE THE CASE, FOR THAT SHE WOULD CHEERFULLY AFFORD IT HIM; HE BEGAN TO SAY, THAT SHE KNEW HERSELF THAT THE KINGDOM WAS HIS, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF HIS ELDER AGE, AND OF THE DISPOSITION OF THE MULTITUDE, AND THAT YET IT WAS TRANSFERRED TO SOLOMON HER SON, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD. HE ALSO SAID THAT HE WAS CONTENTED TO BE A SERVANT UNDER HIM, AND WAS PLEASED WITH THE PRESENT SETTLEMENT; BUT HE DESIRED HER TO BE A MEANS OF OBTAINING A FAVOR FROM HIS BROTHER TO HIM, AND TO PERSUADE HIM TO BESTOW ON HIM IN MARRIAGE ABISHAG, WHO HAD INDEED SLEPT BY HIS FATHER, BUT, BECAUSE HIS FATHER WAS TOO OLD, HE DID NOT LIE WITH HER, AND SHE WAS STILL A VIRGIN. SO, BATHSHEBA PROMISED HIM TO AFFORD HIM HER ASSISTANCE VERY EARNESTLY, AND TO BRING THIS MARRIAGE ABOUT, BECAUSE THE KING WOULD BE WILLING TO GRATIFY HIM IN SUCH A THING, AND BECAUSE SHE WOULD PRESS IT TO HIM VERY EARNESTLY. ACCORDINGLY, HE WENT AWAY IN HOPES OF SUCCEEDING IN THIS MATCH. SO, SOLOMON'S MOTHER WENT PRESENTLY TO HER SON, TO SPEAK TO HIM ABOUT WHAT SHE HAD PROMISED, UPON ADONIJAH'S SUPPLICATION TO HER. AND WHEN HER SON CAME FORWARD TO MEET HER, AND EMBRACED HER, AND WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT HER INTO THE HOUSE WHERE HIS ROYAL THRONE WAS SET, HE SAT THEREON, AND BID THEM SET ANOTHER THRONE ON THE RIGHT HAND FOR HIS MOTHER. WHEN BATHSHEBA WAS SET DOWN, SHE SAID, "O MY SON, GRANT ME ONE REQUEST THAT I DESIRE OF THEE, AND DO NOT ANY THING TO ME THAT IS DISAGREEABLE OR UNGRATEFUL, WHICH THOU WILT DO IF THOU DENIEST ME." AND WHEN SOLOMON BID HER TO LAY HER COMMANDS UPON HIM, BECAUSE IT WAS AGREEABLE TO HIS DUTY TO GRANT HER EVERY THING SHE SHOULD ASK, AND COMPLAINED THAT SHE DID NOT AT FIRST BEGIN HER DISCOURSE WITH A FIRM EXPECTATION OF OBTAINING WHAT SHE DESIRED, BUT HAD SOME SUSPICION OF A DENIAL, SHE ENTREATED HIM TO GRANT THAT HIS BROTHER ADONIJAH MIGHT MARRY ABISHAG. 
3. BUT THE KING WAS GREATLY OFFENDED AT THESE WORDS, AND SENT AWAY HIS MOTHER, AND SAID THAT ADONIJAH AIMED AT GREAT THINGS; AND THAT HE WONDERED THAT SHE DID NOT DESIRE HIM TO YIELD UP THE KINGDOM TO HIM, AS TO HIS ELDER BROTHER, SINCE SHE DESIRED THAT HE MIGHT MARRY ABISHAG; AND THAT HE HAD POTENT FRIENDS, JOAB THE CAPTAIN OF THE HOST, AND ABIATHAR THE PRIEST. SO, HE CALLED FOR BENAIAH, THE CAPTAIN OF THE GUARDS, AND ORDERED HIM TO SLAY HIS BROTHER ADONIJAH. HE ALSO CALLED FOR ABIATHAR THE PRIEST, AND SAID TO HIM, "I WILL NOT PUT THEE TO DEATH BECAUSE OF THOSE OTHER HARDSHIPS WHICH THOU HAST ENDURED WITH MY FATHER, AND BECAUSE OF THE ARK WHICH THOU HAST BORNE ALONG WITH HIM; BUT I INFLICT THIS FOLLOWING PUNISHMENT UPON THEE, BECAUSE THOU WAST AMONG ADONIJAH'S FOLLOWERS, AND WAST OF HIS PARTY. DO NOT THOU CONTINUE HERE, NOR COME ANY MORE INTO MY SIGHT, BUT GO TO THINE OWN TOWN, AND LIVE ON THY OWN FIELDS, AND THERE ABIDE ALL THY LIFE; FOR THOU HAST OFFENDED SO GREATLY, THAT IT IS NOT JUST THAT THOU SHOULDST RETAIN THY DIGNITY ANY LONGER." FOR THE FORE MENTIONED CAUSE, THEREFORE, IT WAS THAT THE HOUSE OF ITHAMAR WAS DEPRIVED OF THE SACERDOTAL DIGNITY, AS GOD HAD FORETOLD TO ELI, THE GRANDFATHER OF ABIATHAR. SO, IT WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE FAMILY OF PHINEAS, TO ZADOK. NOW THOSE THAT WERE OF THE FAMILY OF PHINEAS, BUT LIVED PRIVATELY DURING THE TIME THAT THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE HOUSE OF ITHAMAR, (OF WHICH FAMILY ELI WAS THE FIRST THAT RECEIVED IT,)WERE THESE THAT FOLLOW: BUKKI, THE SON OF ABISHUA THE HIGH PRIEST; HIS SON WAS JOATHAM; JOATHAM'S SON WAS MERAIOTH; MERAIOTH'S SON WAS AROPHSEUS; AROPHEUS'S SON WAS AHITUB; AND AHITUB'S SON WAS ZADOK, WHO WAS FIRST MADE HIGH PRIEST IN THE REIGN OF DAVID. 
4. NOW WHEN JOAB THE CAPTAIN OF THE HOST HEARD OF THE SLAUGHTER OF ADONIJAH, HE WAS GREATLY AFRAID, FOR HE WAS A GREATER FRIEND TO HIM THAN TO SOLOMON; AND SUSPECTING, NOT WITHOUT REASON, THAT HE WAS IN DANGER, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS FAVOR TO ADONIJAH, HE FLED TO THE ALTAR, AND SUPPOSED HE MIGHT PROCURE SAFETY THEREBY TO HIMSELF, BECAUSE OF THE KING'S PIETY TOWARDS GOD. BUT WHEN SOME TOLD THE KING WHAT JOAB'S SUPPOSAL WAS, HE SENT BENAIAH, AND COMMANDED HIM TO RAISE HIM UP FROM THE ALTAR, AND BRING HIM TO THE JUDGMENT-SEAT, IN ORDER TO MAKE HIS DEFENSE. HOWEVER, JOAB SAID HE WOULD NOT LEAVE THE ALTAR, BUT WOULD DIE THERE RATHER THAN IN ANOTHER PLACE. AND WHEN BENAIAH HAD REPORTED HIS ANSWER TO THE KING, SOLOMON COMMANDED HIM TO CUT OFF HIS HEAD THERE AND LET HIM TAKE THAT AS A PUNISHMENT FOR THOSE TWO CAPTAINS OF THE HOST WHOM HE HAD WICKEDLY SLAIN, AND TO BURY HIS BODY, THAT HIS SINS MIGHT NEVER LEAVE HIS FAMILY, BUT THAT HIMSELF AND HIS FATHER, BY JOAB'S DEATH, MIGHT BE GUILTLESS. AND WHEN BENAIAH HAD DONE WHAT HE WAS COMMANDED TO DO, HE WAS HIMSELF APPOINTED TO BE CAPTAIN OF THE WHOLE ARMY. THE KING ALSO MADE ZADOK TO BE ALONE THE HIGH PRIEST, IN THE ROOM OF ABIATHAR, WHOM HE HAD REMOVED. 
5. BUT AS TO SHIMEI, SOLOMON COMMANDED THAT HE SHOULD BUILD HIM A HOUSE, AND STAY AT JERUSALEM, AND ATTEND UPON HIM, AND SHOULD NOT HAVE AUTHORITY TO GO OVER THE BROOK CEDRON; AND THAT IF HE DISOBEYED THAT COMMAND, DEATH SHOULD BE HIS PUNISHMENT. HE ALSO THREATENED HIM SO TERRIBLY, THAT HE COMPELLED HIM TO TAKE ALL OATH THAT HE WOULD OBEY. ACCORDINGLY, SHIMEI SAID THAT HE HAD REASON TO THANK SOLOMON FOR GIVING HIM SUCH AN INJUNCTION; AND ADDED AN OATH, THAT HE WOULD DO AS HE, BADE HIM; AND LEAVING HIS OWN COUNTRY, HE MADE HIS ABODE IN JERUSALEM. BUT THREE YEARS AFTERWARDS, WHEN HE HEARD THAT TWO OF HIS SERVANTS WERE RUN AWAY FROM HIM, AND WERE IN GATH, HE WENT FOR HIS SERVANTS IN HASTE; AND WHEN HE WAS COME BACK WITH THEM, THE KING PERCEIVED IT, AND WAS MUCH DISPLEASED THAT HE HAD CONTEMNED HIS COMMANDS, AND, WHAT WAS MORE, HAD NO REGARD TO THE OATHS HE HAD SWORN TO GOD; SO HE CALLED HIM, AND SAID TO HIM, "DIDST NOT THOU SWEAR NEVER TO LEAVE ME, NOR TO GO OUT OF THIS CITY TO ANOTHER? THOU SHALT NOT THEREFORE ESCAPE PUNISHMENT FOR THY PERJURY, BUT I WILL PUNISH THEE, THOU WICKED WRETCH, BOTH FOR THIS CRIME, AND FOR THOSE WHEREWITH THOU DIDST ABUSE MY FATHER WHEN HE WAS IN HIS FLIGHT, THAT THOU MAYST KNOW THAT WICKED MEN GAIN NOTHING AT LAST, ALTHOUGH THEY BE NOT PUNISHED IMMEDIATELY UPON THEIR UNJUST PRACTICES; BUT THAT IN ALL THE TIME WHEREIN THEY THINK THEMSELVES SECURE, BECAUSE THEY HAVE YET SUFFERED NOTHING, THEIR PUNISHMENT INCREASES, AND IS HEAVIER UPON THEM, AND THAT TO A GREATER DEGREE THAN IF THEY HAD BEEN PUNISHED IMMEDIATELY UPON THE COMMISSION OF THEIR CRIMES." SO BENAIAH, ON THE KING'S COMMAND, SLEW SHIMEI.
CHAPTER 2. CONCERNING THE WIFE OF SOLOMON; CONCERNING HIS WISDOM AND RICHES; AND CONCERNING WHAT HE OBTAINED OF HIRAM FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE. 
1. SOLOMON HAVING ALREADY SETTLED HIMSELF FIRMLY IN HIS KINGDOM, AND HAVING BROUGHT HIS ENEMIES TO PUNISHMENT, HE MARRIED THE DAUGHTER OF PHARAOH KING OF EGYPT, AND BUILT THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM MUCH LARGER AND STRONGER THAN THOSE THAT HAD BEEN BEFORE, AND THENCEFORWARD HE MANAGED PUBLIC AFFAIRS VERY PEACEABLY. NOR WAS HIS YOUTH ANY HINDERANCE IN THE EXERCISE OF JUSTICE, OR IN THE OBSERVATION OF THE LAWS, OR IN THE REMEMBRANCE OF WHAT CHARGES HIS FATHER HAD GIVEN HIM AT HIS DEATH; BUT HE DISCHARGED EVERY DUTY WITH GREAT ACCURACY, THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN EXPECTED FROM SUCH AS ARE AGED, AND OF THE GREATEST PRUDENCE. HE NOW RESOLVED TO GO TO HEBRON, AND SACRIFICE TO GOD UPON THE BRAZEN ALTAR THAT WAS BUILT BY MOSES. ACCORDINGLY, HE OFFERED THERE BURNT-OFFERINGS, IN NUMBER A THOUSAND; AND WHEN HE HAD DONE THIS, HE THOUGHT HE HAD PAID GREAT HONOR TO GOD; FOR AS HE WAS ASLEEP THAT VERY NIGHT GOD APPEARED TO HIM, AND COMMANDED HIM TO ASK OF HIM SOME GIFTS WHICH HE WAS READY TO GIVE HIM AS A REWARD FOR HIS PIETY. SO, SOLOMON ASKED OF GOD WHAT WAS MOST EXCELLENT, AND OF THE GREATEST WORTH IN ITSELF, WHAT GOD WOULD BESTOW WITH THE GREATEST. JOY, AND WHAT IT WAS MOST PROFITABLE FOR MAN TO RECEIVE; FOR HE DID NOT DESIRE TO HAVE BESTOWED UPON HIM EITHER GOLD OR SILVER, OR ANY OTHER RICHES, AS A MAN AND A YOUTH MIGHT NATURALLY HAVE DONE, FOR THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT GENERALLY ARE ESTEEMED BY MOST MEN, AS ALONE OF THE GREATEST WORTH, AND THE BEST GIFTS OF GOD; BUT, SAID HE, "GIVE ME, O LORD, A SOUND MIND, AND A GOOD UNDERSTANDING, WHEREBY I MAY SPEAK AND JUDGE THE PEOPLE ACCORDING TO TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS." WITH THESE PETITIONS GOD WAS WELL PLEASED; AND PROMISED TO GIVE HIM ALL THOSE THINGS THAT HE HAD NOT MENTIONED IN HIS OPTION, RICHES, GLORY, VICTORY OVER HIS ENEMIES; AND, IN THE FIRST PLACE, UNDERSTANDING AND WISDOM, AND THIS IN SUCH A DEGREE AS NO OTHER MORTAL MAN, NEITHER KINGS NOR ORDINARY PERSONS, EVER HAD. HE ALSO PROMISED TO PRESERVE THE KINGDOM TO HIS POSTERITY FOR A VERY LONG TIME, IF HE CONTINUED RIGHTEOUS AND OBEDIENT TO HIM, AND IMITATED HIS FATHER IN THOSE THINGS WHEREIN HE EXCELLED. WHEN SOLOMON HEARD THIS FROM GOD, HE PRESENTLY LEAPED OUT OF HIS BED; AND WHEN HE HAD WORSHIPPED HIM, HE RETURNED TO JERUSALEM; AND AFTER HE HAD OFFERED GREAT SACRIFICES BEFORE THE TABERNACLE, HE FEASTED ALL HIS OWN FAMILY. 
2. IN THESE DAYS A HARD CAUSE CAME BEFORE HIM IN JUDGMENT, WHICH IT WAS VERY DIFFICULT TO FIND ANY END OF; AND I THINK IT NECESSARY TO EXPLAIN THE FACT ABOUT WHICH THE CONTEST WAS, THAT SUCH AS LIGHT UPON MY WRITINGS MAY KNOW WHAT A DIFFICULT CAUSE SOLOMON WAS TO DETERMINE, AND THOSE THAT ARE CONCERNED IN SUCH MATTERS MAY TAKE THIS SAGACITY OF THE KING FOR A PATTERN, THAT THEY MAY THE MORE EASILY GIVE SENTENCE ABOUT SUCH QUESTIONS. THERE WERE TWO WOMEN, WHO WERE HARLOTS IN THE COURSE OF THEIR LIVES, THAT CAME TO HIM; OF WHOM SHE THAT SEEMED TO BE INJURED BEGAN TO SPEAK FIRST, AND SAID, "O KING, I AND THIS OTHER WOMAN DWELL TOGETHER IN ONE ROOM. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT WE BOTH BORE A SON AT THE SAME HOUR OF THE SAME DAY; AND ON THE THIRD DAY THIS WOMAN OVERLAID HER SON, AND KILLED IT, AND THEN TOOK MY SON OUT OF MY BOSOM, AND REMOVED HIM TO HERSELF, AND AS I WAS ASLEEP, SHE LAID HER DEAD SON IN MY ARMS. NOW, WHEN IN THE MORNING I WAS DESIROUS TO GIVE THE BREAST TO THE CHILD, I DID NOT FIND MY OWN, BUT SAW THE WOMAN'S DEAD CHILD LYING BY ME; FOR I CONSIDERED IT EXACTLY, AND FOUND IT SO TO BE. HENCE IT WAS THAT I DEMANDED MY SON, AND WHEN I COULD NOT OBTAIN HIM, I HAVE RECOURSE, MY LORD, TO THY ASSISTANCE; FOR SINCE WE WERE ALONE, AND THERE WAS NOBODY THERE THAT COULD CONVICT HER, SHE CARES FOR NOTHING, BUT PERSEVERES IN THE STOUT DENIAL OF THE FACT." WHEN THIS WOMAN HAD TOLD THIS HER STORY, THE KING ASKED THE OTHER WOMAN WHAT SHE HAD TO SAY IN CONTRADICTION TO THAT STORY. BUT WHEN SHE DENIED THAT SHE HAD DONE WHAT WAS CHARGED UPON HER, AND SAID THAT IT WAS HER CHILD THAT WAS LIVING, AND THAT IT WAS HER ANTAGONIST'S CHILD THAT WAS DEAD, AND WHEN NO ONE COULD DEVISE WHAT JUDGMENT COULD BE GIVEN, AND THE WHOLE COURT WERE BLIND IN THEIR UNDERSTANDING, AND COULD NOT TELL HOW TO FIND OUT THIS RIDDLE, THE KING ALONE INVENTED THE FOLLOWING WAY HOW TO DISCOVER IT. HE BADE THEM BRING IN BOTH THE DEAD CHILD AND THE LIVING CHILD; AND SENT ONE OF HIS GUARDS, AND COMMANDED HIM TO FETCH A SWORD, AND DRAW IT, AND TO CUT BOTH THE CHILDREN INTO TWO PIECES, THAT EACH OF THE WOMEN MIGHT HAVE HALF THE LIVING AND HALF THE DEAD CHILD. HEREUPON ALL THE PEOPLE PRIVATELY LAUGHED AT THE KING, AS NO MORE THAN A YOUTH. BUT, IN THE MEAN TIME, SHE THAT WAS THE REAL MOTHER OF THE LIVING CHILD CRIED OUT THAT HE SHOULD NOT DO SO, BUT DELIVER THAT CHILD TO THE OTHER WOMAN AS HER OWN, FOR SHE WOULD BE SATISFIED WITH THE LIFE OF THE CHILD, AND WITH THE SIGHT OF IT, ALTHOUGH IT WERE ESTEEMED THE OTHER'S CHILD; BUT THE OTHER WOMAN WAS READY TO SEE THE CHILD DIVIDED, AND WAS DESIROUS, MOREOVER, THAT THE FIRST WOMAN SHOULD BE TORMENTED. WHEN THE KING UNDERSTOOD THAT BOTH THEIR WORDS PROCEEDED FROM THE TRUTH OF THEIR PASSIONS, HE ADJUDGED THE CHILD TO HER THAT CRIED OUT TO SAVE IT, FOR THAT SHE WAS THE REAL MOTHER OF IT; AND HE CONDEMNED THE OTHER AS A WICKED WOMAN, WHO HAD NOT ONLY KILLED HER OWN CHILD, BUT WAS ENDEAVORING TO SEE HER FRIEND'S CHILD DESTROYED ALSO. NOW THE MULTITUDE LOOKED ON THIS DETERMINATION AS A GREAT SIGN AND DEMONSTRATION OF THE KING'S SAGACITY AND WISDOM, AND AFTER THAT DAY ATTENDED TO HIM AS TO ONE THAT HAD A DIVINE MIND. 
3. NOW THE CAPTAINS OF HIS ARMIES, AND OFFICERS APPOINTED OVER THE WHOLE COUNTRY, WERE THESE: OVER THE LOT OF EPHRAIM WAS URES; OVER THE TOPARCHY OF BETHLEHEM WAS DIOCLERUS; ABINADAB, WHO MARRIED SOLOMON'S DAUGHTER, HAD THE REGION OF DORA AND THE SEA-COAST UNDER HIM; THE GREAT PLAIN WAS UNDER BENAIAH, THE SON OF ACHILUS; HE ALSO GOVERNED ALL THE COUNTRY AS FAR AS JORDAN; GABARIS RULED OVER GILEAD AND GAULANITIS, AND HAD UNDER HIM THE SIXTY GREAT AND FENCED CITIES [OF OG]; ACHINADAB MANAGED THE AFFAIRS OF ALL GALILEE AS FAR AS SIDON, AND HAD HIMSELF ALSO MARRIED A DAUGHTER OF SOLOMON'S, WHOSE NAME WAS BASIMA; BANACATES HAD THE SEACOAST ABOUT ARCE; AS HAD SHAPHAT MOUNT TABOR, AND CARMEL, AND [THE LOWER] GALILEE, AS FAR AS THE RIVER JORDAN; ONE MAN WAS APPOINTED OVER ALL THIS COUNTRY; SHIMEI WAS INTRUSTED WITH THE LOT OF BENJAMIN; AND GABARES HAD THE COUNTRY BEYOND JORDAN, OVER WHOM THERE WAS AGAIN ONE GOVERNOR APPOINTED. NOW THE PEOPLE OF THE HEBREWS, AND PARTICULARLY THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, RECEIVED A WONDERFUL INCREASE WHEN THEY BETOOK THEMSELVES TO HUSBANDRY, AND THE CULTIVATION OF THEIR GROUNDS; FOR AS THEY ENJOYED PEACE, AND WERE NOT DISTRACTED WITH WARS AND TROUBLES, AND HAVING, BESIDES, AN ABUNDANT FRUITION OF THE MOST DESIRABLE LIBERTY, EVERY ONE WAS BUSY IN AUGMENTING THE PRODUCT OF THEIR OWN LANDS, AND MAKING THEM WORTH MORE THAN THEY HAD FORMERLY BEEN. 
4. THE KING HAD ALSO OTHER RULERS, WHO WERE OVER THE LAND OF SYRIA AND OF THE PHILISTINES, WHICH REACHED FROM THE RIVER EUPHRATES TO EGYPT, AND THESE COLLECTED HIS TRIBUTES OF THE NATIONS. NOW THESE CONTRIBUTED TO THE KING'S TABLE, AND TO HIS SUPPER EVERY DAY THIRTY CORI OF FINE FLOUR, AND SIXTY OF MEAL; AS ALSO TEN FAT OXEN, AND TWENTY OXEN OUT OF THE PASTURES, AND A HUNDRED FAT LAMBS; ALL THESE WERE BESIDES WHAT WERE TAKEN BY HUNTING HARTS AND BUFFALOES, AND BIRDS AND FISHES, WHICH WERE BROUGHT TO THE KING BY FOREIGNERS, DAY BY DAY. SOLOMON HAD ALSO SO GREAT A NUMBER OF CHARIOTS, THAT THE STALLS OF HIS HORSES FOR THOSE CHARIOTS WERE FORTY THOUSAND; AND BESIDES THESE HE HAD TWELVE THOUSAND HORSEMEN, THE ONE HALF OF WHICH WAITED UPON THE KING IN JERUSALEM, AND THE REST WERE DISPERSED ABROAD, AND DWELT IN THE ROYAL VILLAGES; BUT THE SAME OFFICER WHO PROVIDED FOR THE KING'S EXPENSES SUPPLIED ALSO THE FODDER FOR THE HORSES, AND STILL CARRIED IT TO THE PLACE WHERE THE KING ABODE AT THAT TIME. 
5. NOW THE SAGACITY AND WISDOM WHICH GOD HAD BESTOWED ON SOLOMON WAS SO GREAT, THAT HE EXCEEDED THE ANCIENTS; INSOMUCH THAT HE WAS NO WAY INFERIOR TO THE EGYPTIANS, WHO ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN BEYOND ALL MEN IN UNDERSTANDING; NAY, INDEED, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THEIR SAGACITY WAS VERY MUCH INFERIOR TO THAT OF THE KING'S. HE ALSO EXCELLED AND DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF IN WISDOM ABOVE THOSE WHO WERE MOST EMINENT AMONG THE HEBREWS AT THAT TIME FOR SHREWDNESS; THOSE I MEAN WERE ETHAN, AND HEMAN, AND CHALCOL, AND DARDA, THE SONS OF MAHOL. HE ALSO COMPOSED BOOKS OF ODES AND SONGS A THOUSAND AND FIVE, OF PARABLES AND SIMILITUDES THREE THOUSAND; FOR HE SPOKE A PARABLE UPON EVERY SORT OF TREE, FROM THE HYSSOP TO THE CEDAR; AND IN LIKE MANNER ALSO ABOUT BEASTS, ABOUT ALL SORTS OF LIVING CREATURES, WHETHER UPON THE EARTH, OR IN THE SEAS, OR IN THE AIR; FOR HE WAS NOT UNACQUAINTED WITH ANY OF THEIR NATURES, NOR OMITTED INQUIRIES ABOUT THEM, BUT DESCRIBED THEM ALL LIKE A PHILOSOPHER, AND DEMONSTRATED HIS EXQUISITE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR SEVERAL PROPERTIES. GOD ALSO ENABLED HIM TO LEARN THAT SKILL WHICH EXPELS DEMONS, WHICH IS A SCIENCE USEFUL AND SANATIVE TO MEN. HE COMPOSED SUCH INCANTATIONS ALSO BY WHICH DISTEMPERS ARE ALLEVIATED. AND HE LEFT BEHIND HIM THE MANNER OF USING EXORCISMS, BY WHICH THEY DRIVE AWAY DEMONS, SO THAT THEY NEVER RETURN; AND THIS METHOD OF CURE IS OF GREAT FORCE UNTO THIS DAY; FOR I HAVE SEEN A CERTAIN MAN OF MY OWN COUNTRY, WHOSE NAME WAS ELEAZAR, RELEASING PEOPLE THAT WERE DEMONIACAL IN THE PRESENCE OF VESPASIAN, AND HIS SONS, AND HIS CAPTAINS, AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF HIS SOLDIERS. THE MANNER OF THE CURE WAS THIS: HE PUT A RING THAT HAD A FOOT OF ONE OF THOSE SORTS MENTIONED BY SOLOMON TO THE NOSTRILS OF THE DEMONIAC, AFTER WHICH HE DREW OUT THE DEMON THROUGH HIS NOSTRILS; AND WHEN THE MAN FELL DOWN IMMEDIATELY, HE ABJURED HIM TO RETURN INTO HIM NO MORE, MAKING STILL MENTION OF SOLOMON, AND RECITING THE INCANTATIONS WHICH HE COMPOSED. AND WHEN ELEAZAR WOULD PERSUADE AND DEMONSTRATE TO THE SPECTATORS THAT HE HAD SUCH A POWER, HE SET A LITTLE WAY OFF A CUP OR BASIN FULL OF WATER, AND COMMANDED THE DEMON, AS HE WENT OUT OF THE MAN, TO OVERTURN IT, AND THEREBY TO LET THE SPECTATORS KNOW THAT HE HAD LEFT THE MAN; AND WHEN THIS WAS DONE, THE SKILL AND WISDOM OF SOLOMON WAS SHOWN VERY MANIFESTLY: FOR WHICH REASON IT IS, THAT ALL MEN MAY KNOW THE VASTNESS OF SOLOMON'S ABILITIES, AND HOW HE WAS BELOVED OF GOD, AND THAT THE EXTRAORDINARY VIRTUES OF EVERY KIND WITH WHICH THIS KING WAS ENDOWED MAY NOT BE UNKNOWN TO ANY PEOPLE UNDER THE SUN FOR THIS REASON, I SAY, IT IS THAT WE HAVE PROCEEDED TO SPEAK SO LARGELY OF THESE MATTERS. 
6. MOREOVER HIRAM, KING OF TYRE, WHEN HE HAD HEARD THAT SOLONION SUCCEEDED TO HIS FATHER'S KINGDOM, WAS VERY GLAD OF IT, FOR HE WAS A FRIEND OF DAVID'S. SO, HE SENT AMBASSADORS TO HIM, AND SALUTED HIM, AND CONGRATULATED HIM ON THE PRESENT HAPPY STATE OF HIS AFFAIRS. UPON WHICH SOLOMON SENT HIM AN EPISTLE, THE CONTENTS OF WHICH HERE FOLLOW: 
SOLOMON TO KING HIRAM. 
"KNOW THOU THAT MY FATHER WOULD HAVE BUILT A TEMPLE TO GOD, BUT WAS HINDERED BY WARS, AND CONTINUAL EXPEDITIONS; FOR HE DID NOT LEAVE OFF TO OVERTHROW HIS ENEMIES TILL HE MADE THEM ALL SUBJECT TO TRIBUTE. BUT I GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR THE PEACE I AT PRESENT ENJOY, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT I AM AT LEISURE, AND DESIGN TO BUILD A HOUSE TO GOD, FOR GOD FORETOLD TO MY FATHER THAT SUCH A HOUSE SHOULD HE BUILT BY ME; WHEREFORE I DESIRE THEE TO SEND SOME OF THY SUBJECTS WITH MINE TO MOUNT LEBANON TO CUT DOWN TIMBER, FOR THE SIDONIANS ARE MORE SKILLFUL THAN OUR PEOPLE IN CUTTING OF WOOD. AS FOR WAGES TO THE HEWERS OF WOOD, I WILL PAY WHATSOEVER PRICE THOU SHALT DETERMINE." 
7. WHEN HIRAM HAD READ THIS EPISTLE, HE WAS PLEASED WITH IT; AND WROTE BACK THIS ANSWER TO SOLOMON. 
HIRAM TO KING SOLOMON. 
"IT IS FIT TO BLESS GOD THAT HE HATH COMMITTED THY FATHER'S GOVERNMENT TO THEE, WHO ART A WISE MAN, AND ENDOWED WITH ALL VIRTUES. AS FOR MYSELF, I REJOICE AT THE CONDITION THOU ART IN, AND WILL BE SUBSERVIENT TO THEE IN ALL THAT THOU SENDEST TO ME ABOUT; FOR WHEN BY MY SUBJECTS I HAVE CUT DOWN MANY AND LARGE TREES OF CEDAR AND CYPRESS WOOD, I WILL SEND THEM TO SEA, AND WILL ORDER MY SUBJECTS TO MAKE FLOATS OF THEM, AND TO SAIL TO WHAT PLACE SOEVER OF THY COUNTRY THOU SHALT DESIRE, AND LEAVE THEM THERE, AFTER WHICH THY SUBJECTS MAY CARRY THEM TO JERUSALEM. BUT DO THOU TAKE CARE TO PROCURE US CORN FOR THIS TIMBER, WHICH WE STAND IN NEED OF, BECAUSE WE INHABIT IN AN ISLAND." 
8. THE COPIES OF THESE EPISTLES REMAIN AT THIS DAY, AND ARE PRESERVED NOT ONLY IN OUR BOOKS, BUT AMONG THE TYRIANS ALSO; INSOMUCH THAT IF ANY ONE WOULD KNOW THE CERTAINTY ABOUT THEM, HE MAY DESIRE OF THE KEEPERS OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF TYRE TO SHOW HIM THEM, AND HE WILL FIND WHAT IS THERE SET DOWN TO AGREE WITH WHAT WE HAVE SAID. I HAVE SAID SO MUCH OUT OF A DESIRE THAT MY READERS MAY KNOW THAT WE SPEAK NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH, AND DO NOT COMPOSE A HISTORY OUT OF SOME PLAUSIBLE RELATIONS, WHICH DECEIVE MEN AND PLEASE THEM AT THE SAME TIME, NOR ATTEMPT TO AVOID EXAMINATION, NOR DESIRE MEN TO BELIEVE US IMMEDIATELY; NOR ARE WE AT LIBERTY TO DEPART FROM SPEAKING TRUTH, WHICH IS THE PROPER COMMENDATION OF AN HISTORIAN, AND YET BE BLAMELESS: BUT WE INSIST UPON NO ADMISSION OF WHAT WE SAY, UNLESS WE BE ABLE TO MANIFEST ITS TRUTH BY DEMONSTRATION, AND THE STRONGEST VOUCHERS. 
9. NOW KING SOLOMON, AS SOON AS THIS EPISTLE OF THE KING OF TYRE WAS BROUGHT HIM, COMMENDED THE READINESS AND GOOD-WILL HE DECLARED THEREIN, AND REPAID HIM IN WHAT HE DESIRED, AND SENT HIM YEARLY TWENTY THOUSAND CORI OF WHEAT, AND AS MANY BATHS OF OIL: NOW THE BATH IS ABLE TO CONTAIN SEVENTY-TWO SEXTARIES. HE ALSO SENT HIM THE SAME MEASURE OF WINE. SO THE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN HIRAM AND SOLOMON HEREBY INCREASED MORE AND MORE; AND THEY SWORE TO CONTINUE IT FOR EVER. AND THE KING APPOINTED A TRIBUTE TO BE LAID ON ALL THE PEOPLE, OF THIRTY THOUSAND LABORERS, WHOSE WORK HE RENDERED EASY TO THEM BY PRUDENTLY DIVIDING IT AMONG THEM; FOR HE MADE TEN THOUSAND CUT TIMBER IN MOUNT LEBANON FOR ONE MONTH; AND THEN TO COME HOME, AND REST TWO MONTHS, UNTIL THE TIME WHEN THE OTHER TWENTY THOUSAND HAD FINISHED THEIR TASK AT THE APPOINTED TIME; AND SO AFTERWARD IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE FIRST TEN THOUSAND RETURNED TO THEIR WORK EVERY FOURTH MONTH: AND IT WAS ADORAM WHO WAS OVER THIS TRIBUTE. THERE WERE ALSO OF THE STRANGERS WHO WERE LEFT BY DAVID, WHO WERE TO CARRY THE STONES AND OTHER MATERIALS, SEVENTY THOUSAND; AND OF THOSE THAT CUT THE STONES, EIGHTY THOUSAND. OF THESE THREE THOUSAND AND THREE HUNDRED WERE RULERS OVER THE REST. HE ALSO ENJOINED THEM TO CUT OUT LARGE STONES FOR THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE TEMPLE, AND THAT THEY SHOULD FIT THEM AND UNITE THEM TOGETHER IN THE MOUNTAIN, AND SO BRING THEM TO THE CITY. THIS WAS DONE NOT ONLY BY OUR OWN COUNTRY WORKMEN, BUT BY THOSE WORKMEN WHOM HIRAM SENT ALSO. 
CHAPTER 3. OF THE BUILDING OF THIS TEMPLE 
1. SOLOMON BEGAN TO BUILD THE TEMPLE IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN, ON THE SECOND MONTH, WHICH THE MACEDONIANS CALL ARTEMISIUS, AND THE HEBREWS JUR, FIVE HUNDRED AND NINETY-TWO YEARS AFTER THE EXODUS OUT OF EGYPT; BUT ONE THOUSAND AND TWENTY YEARS FROM ABRAHAM'S COMING OUT OF MESOPOTAMIA INTO CANAAN, AND AFTER THE DELUGE ONE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED AND FORTY YEARS; AND FROM ADAM, THE FIRST MAN WHO WAS CREATED, UNTIL SOLOMON BUILT THE TEMPLE, THERE HAD PASSED IN ALL THREE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND TWO YEARS. NOW THAT YEAR ON WHICH THE TEMPLE BEGAN TO BE BUILT WAS ALREADY THE ELEVENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HIRAM; BUT FROM THE BUILDING OF TYRE TO THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, THERE HAD PASSED TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY YEARS. 
2. NOW, THEREFORE, THE KING LAID THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE TEMPLE VERY DEEP IN THE GROUND, AND THE MATERIALS WERE STRONG STONES, AND SUCH AS WOULD RESIST THE FORCE OF TIME; THESE WERE TO UNITE THEMSELVES WITH THE EARTH, AND BECOME A BASIS AND A SURE FOUNDATION FOR THAT SUPERSTRUCTURE WHICH WAS TO BE ERECTED OVER IT; THEY WERE TO BE SO STRONG, IN ORDER TO SUSTAIN WITH EASE THOSE VAST SUPERSTRUCTURES AND PRECIOUS ORNAMENTS, WHOSE OWN WEIGHT WAS TO BE NOT LESS THAN THE WEIGHT OF THOSE OTHER HIGH AND HEAVY BUILDINGS WHICH THE KING DESIGNED TO BE VERY ORNAMENTAL AND MAGNIFICENT. THEY ERECTED ITS ENTIRE BODY, QUITE UP TO THE ROOF, OF WHITE STONE; ITS HEIGHT WAS SIXTY CUBITS, AND ITS LENGTH WAS THE SAME, AND ITS BREADTH TWENTY. THERE WAS ANOTHER BUILDING ERECTED OVER IT, EQUAL TO IT IN ITS MEASURES; SO THAT THE ENTIRE ALTITUDE OF THE TEMPLE WAS A HUNDRED AND TWENTY CUBITS. ITS FRONT WAS TO THE EAST. AS TO THE PORCH, THEY BUILT IT BEFORE THE TEMPLE; ITS LENGTH WAS TWENTY CUBITS, AND IT WAS SO ORDERED THAT IT MIGHT AGREE WITH THE BREADTH OF THE HOUSE; AND IT HAD TWELVE CUBITS IN LATITUDE, AND ITS HEIGHT WAS RAISED AS HIGH AS A HUNDRED AND TWENTY CUBITS. HE ALSO BUILT ROUND ABOUT THE TEMPLE THIRTY SMALL ROOMS, WHICH MIGHT INCLUDE THE WHOLE TEMPLE, BY THEIR CLOSENESS ONE TO ANOTHER, AND BY THEIR NUMBER AND OUTWARD POSITION ROUND IT. HE ALSO MADE PASSAGES THROUGH THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT COME INTO ON THROUGH ANOTHER. EVERY ONE OF THESE ROOMS HAD FIVE CUBITS IN BREADTH, AND THE SAME IN LENGTH, BUT IN HEIGHT TWENTY. ABOVE THESE THERE WERE OTHER ROOMS, AND OTHERS ABOVE THEM, EQUAL, BOTH IN THEIR MEASURES AND NUMBER; SO THAT THESE REACHED TO A HEIGHT EQUAL TO THE LOWER PART OF THE HOUSE; FOR THE UPPER PART HAD NO BUILDINGS ABOUT IT. THE ROOF THAT WAS OVER THE HOUSE WAS OF CEDAR; AND TRULY EVERY ONE OF THESE ROOMS HAD A ROOF OF THEIR OWN, THAT WAS NOT CONNECTED WITH THE OTHER ROOMS; BUT FOR THE OTHER PARTS, THERE WAS A COVERED ROOF COMMON TO THEM ALL, AND BUILT WITH VERY LONG BEAMS, THAT PASSED THROUGH THE REST, AND ROUGH THE WHOLE BUILDING, THAT SO THE MIDDLE WALLS, BEING STRENGTHENED BY THE SAME BEAMS OF TIMBER, MIGHT BE THEREBY MADE FIRMER: BUT AS FOR THAT PART OF THE ROOF THAT WAS UNDER THE BEAMS, IT WAS MADE OF THE SAME MATERIALS, AND WAS ALL MADE SMOOTH, AND HAD ORNAMENTS PROPER FOR ROOFS, AND PLATES OF GOLD NAILED UPON THEM. AND AS HE ENCLOSED THE WALLS WITH BOARDS OF CEDAR, SO HE FIXED ON THEM PLATES OF GOLD, WHICH HAD SCULPTURES UPON THEM; SO THAT THE WHOLE TEMPLE SHINED, AND DAZZLED THE EYES OF SUCH AS ENTERED, BY THE SPLENDOR OF THE GOLD THAT WAS ON EVERY SIDE OF THEM, NOW THE WHOLE STRUCTURE OF THE TEMPLE WAS MADE WITH GREAT SKILL OF POLISHED STONES, AND THOSE LAID TOGETHER SO VERY HARMONIOUSLY AND SMOOTHLY, THAT THERE APPEARED TO THE SPECTATORS NO SIGN OF ANY HAMMER, OR OTHER INSTRUMENT OF ARCHITECTURE; BUT AS IF, WITHOUT ANY USE OF THEM, THE ENTIRE MATERIALS HAD NATURALLY UNITED THEMSELVES TOGETHER, THAT THE AGREEMENT OF ONE PART WITH ANOTHER SEEMED RATHER TO HAVE BEEN NATURAL, THAN TO HAVE ARISEN FROM THE FORCE OF TOOLS UPON THEM. THE KING ALSO HAD A FINE CONTRIVANCE FOR AN ASCENT TO THE UPPER ROOM OVER THE TEMPLE, AND THAT WAS BY STEPS IN THE THICKNESS OF ITS WALL; FOR IT HAD NO LARGE DOOR ON THE EAST END, AS THE LOWER HOUSE HAD, BUT THE ENTRANCES WERE BY THE SIDES, THROUGH VERY SMALL DOORS. HE ALSO OVERLAID THE TEMPLE, BOTH WITHIN AND WITHOUT, WITH BOARDS OF CEDAR, THAT WERE KEPT CLOSE TOGETHER BY THICK CHAINS, SO THAT THIS CONTRIVANCE WAS IN THE NATURE OF A SUPPORT AND A STRENGTH TO THE BUILDING. 
3. NOW WHEN THE KING HAD DIVIDED THE TEMPLE INTO TWO PARTS, HE MADE THE INNER HOUSE OF TWENTY CUBITS [EVERY WAY], TO BE THE MOST SECRET CHAMBER, BUT HE APPOINTED THAT OF FORTY CUBITS TO BE THE SANCTUARY; AND WHEN HE HAD CUT A DOOR-PLACE OUT OF THE WALL, HE PUT THEREIN DOORS OF CEDAR, AND OVERLAID THEM WITH A GREAT DEAL OF GOLD, THAT HAD SCULPTURES UPON IT. HE ALSO HAD VEILS OF BLUE, AND PURPLE, AND SCARLET, AND THE BRIGHTEST AND SOFTEST LINEN, WITH THE MOST CURIOUS FLOWERS WROUGHT UPON THEM, WHICH WERE TO BE DRAWN BEFORE THOSE DOORS. HE ALSO DEDICATED FOR THE MOST SECRET PLACE, WHOSE BREADTH WAS TWENTY CUBITS, AND LENGTH THE SAME, TWO CHERUBIM’S OF SOLID GOLD; THE HEIGHT OF EACH OF THEM WAS FIVE CUBITS THEY HAD EACH OF THEM TWO WINGS STRETCHED OUT AS FAR AS FIVE CUBITS; WHEREFORE SOLOMON SET THEM UP NOT FAR FROM EACH OTHER, THAT WITH ONE WING THEY MIGHT TOUCH THE SOUTHERN WALL OF THE SECRET PLACE, AND WITH ANOTHER THE NORTHERN: THEIR OTHER WINGS, WHICH JOINED TO EACH OTHER, WERE A COVERING TO THE ARK, WHICH WAS SET BETWEEN THEM; BUT NOBODY CAN TELL, OR EVEN CONJECTURE, WHAT WAS THE SHAPE OF THESE CHERUBIM’S. HE ALSO LAID THE FLOOR OF THE TEMPLE WITH PLATES OF GOLD; AND HE ADDED DOORS TO THE GATE OF THE TEMPLE, AGREEABLE TO THE MEASURE OF THE HEIGHT OF THE WALL, BUT IN BREADTH TWENTY CUBITS, AND ON THEM HE GLUED GOLD PLATES. AND, TO SAY ALL IN ONE WORD, HE LEFT NO PART OF THE TEMPLE, NEITHER INTERNAL NOR EXTERNAL, BUT WHAT WAS COVERED WITH GOLD. HE ALSO HAD CURTAINS DRAWN OVER THESE DOORS IN LIKE MANNER AS THEY WERE DRAWN OVER THE INNER DOORS OF THE MOST HOLY PLACE; BUT THE PORCH OF THE TEMPLE HAD NOTHING OF THAT SORT. 
4. NOW SOLOMON SENT FOR AN ARTIFICER OUT OF TYRE, WHOSE NAME WAS HIRAM; HE WAS BY BIRTH OF THE TRIBE OF NAPHTALI, ON THE MOTHER'S SIDE, (FOR SHE WAS OF THAT TRIBE,) BUT HIS FATHER WAS UR, OF THE STOCK OF THE ISRAELITES. THIS MAN WAS SKILLFUL IN ALL SORTS OF WORK; BUT HIS CHIEF SKILL LAY IN WORKING IN GOLD, AND SILVER, AND BRASS; BY WHOM WERE MADE ALL THE MECHANICAL WORKS ABOUT THE TEMPLE, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF SOLOMON. MOREOVER, THIS HIRAM MADE TWO [HOLLOW] PILLARS, WHOSE OUTSIDES WERE OF BRASS, AND THE THICKNESS OF THE BRASS WAS FOUR FINGERS' BREADTH, AND THE HEIGHT OF THE PILLARS WAS EIGHTEEN CUBITS AND THEIR CIRCUMFERENCE TWELVE CUBITS; BUT THERE WAS CAST WITH EACH OF THEIR CHAPITERS LILY-WORK THAT STOOD UPON THE PILLAR, AND IT WAS ELEVATED FIVE CUBITS, ROUND ABOUT WHICH THERE WAS NET-WORK INTERWOVEN WITH SMALL PALMS, MADE OF BRASS, AND COVERED THE LILYWORK. TO THIS ALSO WERE HUNG TWO HUNDRED POMEGRANATES, IN TWO ROWS. THE ONE OF THESE PILLARS HE SET AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE PORCH ON THE RIGHT HAND, AND CALLED IT JACHIN AND THE OTHER AT THE LEFT HAND, AND CALLED IT BOOZ. 
5. SOLOMON ALSO CAST A BRAZEN SEA, WHOSE FIGURE WAS THAT OF A HEMISPHERE. THIS BRAZEN VESSEL WAS CALLED A SEA FOR ITS LARGENESS, FOR THE LAVER WAS TEN FEET IN DIAMETER, AND CAST OF THE THICKNESS OF A PALM. ITS MIDDLE PART RESTED ON A SHORT PILLAR THAT HAD TEN SPIRALS ROUND IT, AND THAT PILLAR WAS TEN CUBITS IN DIAMETER. THERE STOOD ROUND ABOUT IT TWELVE OXEN, THAT LOOKED TO THE FOUR WINDS OF HEAVEN, THREE TO EACH WIND, HAVING THEIR HINDER PARTS DEPRESSED, THAT SO THE HEMISPHERICAL VESSEL MIGHT REST UPON THEM, WHICH ITSELF WAS ALSO DEPRESSED ROUND ABOUT INWARDLY. NOW THIS SEA CONTAINED THREE THOUSAND BATHS. 
6. HE ALSO MADE TEN BRAZEN BASES FOR SO MANY QUADRANGULAR LAVERS; THE LENGTH OF EVERY ONE OF THESE BASES WAS FIVE CUBITS, AND THE BREADTH FOUR CUBITS, AND THE HEIGHT SIX CUBITS. THIS VESSEL WAS PARTLY TURNED, AND WAS THUS CONTRIVED: THERE WERE FOUR SMALL QUADRANGULAR PILLARS THAT STOOD ONE AT EACH CORNER; THESE HAD THE SIDES OF THE BASE FITTED TO THEM ON EACH QUARTER; THEY WERE PARTED INTO THREE PARTS; EVERY INTERVAL HAD A BORDER FITTED TO SUPPORT [THE LAVER]; UPON WHICH WAS ENGRAVEN, IN ONE PLACE A LION, AND IN ANOTHER PLACE A BULL, AND AN EAGLE. THE SMALL PILLARS HAD THE SAME ANIMALS ENGRAVEN THAT WERE ENGRAVEN ON THE SIDES. THE WHOLE WORK WAS ELEVATED, AND STOOD UPON FOUR WHEELS, WHICH WERE ALSO CAST, WHICH HAD ALSO NAVES AND FELLOES, AND WERE A FOOT AND A HALF IN DIAMETER. ANY ONE WHO SAW THE SPOKES OF THE WHEELS, HOW EXACTLY THEY WERE TURNED, AND UNITED TO THE SIDES OF THE BASES, AND WITH WHAT HARMONY THEY AGREED TO THE FELLOES, WOULD WONDER AT THEM. HOWEVER, THEIR STRUCTURE WAS THIS: CERTAIN SHOULDERS OF HANDS STRETCHED OUT HELD THE CORNERS ABOVE, UPON WHICH RESTED A SHORT SPIRAL PILLAR, THAT LAY UNDER THE HOLLOW PART OF THE LAVER, RESTING UPON THE FORE PART OF THE EAGLE AND THE LION, WHICH WERE ADAPTED TO THEM, INSOMUCH THAT THOSE WHO VIEWED THEM WOULD THINK THEY WERE OF ONE PIECE: BETWEEN THESE WERE ENGRAVINGS OF PALM TREES. THIS WAS THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE TEN BASES. HE ALSO MADE TEN LARGE ROUND BRASS VESSELS, WHICH WERE THE LAVERS THEMSELVES, EACH OF WHICH CONTAINED FORTY BATHS; FOR IT HAD ITS HEIGHT FOUR CUBITS, AND ITS EDGES WERE AS MUCH DISTANT FROM EACH OTHER. HE ALSO PLACED THESE LAVERS UPON THE TEN BASES THAT WERE CALLED MECHONOTH; AND HE SET FIVE OF THE LAVERS ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE TEMPLE WHICH WAS THAT SIDE TOWARDS THE NORTH WIND, AND AS MANY ON THE RIGHT SIDE, TOWARDS THE SOUTH, BUT LOOKING TOWARDS THE EAST; THE SAME [EASTERN] WAY HE ALSO SET THE SEA NOW HE APPOINTED THE SEA TO BE FOR WASHING THE HANDS AND THE FEET OF THE PRIESTS, WHEN THEY ENTERED INTO THE TEMPLE AND WERE TO ASCEND THE ALTAR, BUT THE LAVERS TO CLEANSE THE ENTRAILS OF THE BEASTS THAT WERE TO BE BURNT-OFFERINGS, WITH THEIR FEET ALSO. 
7. HE ALSO MADE A BRAZEN ALTAR, WHOSE LENGTH WAS TWENTY CUBITS, AND ITS BREADTH THE SAME, AND ITS HEIGHT TEN, FOR THE BURNT-OFFERINGS. HE ALSO MADE ALL ITS VESSELS OF BRASS, THE POTS, AND THE SHOVELS, AND THE BASONS; AND BESIDES THESE, THE SNUFFERS AND THE TONGS, AND ALL ITS OTHER VESSELS, HE MADE OF BRASS, AND SUCH BRASS AS WAS IN SPLENDOR AND BEAUTY LIKE GOLD. THE KING ALSO DEDICATED A GREAT NUMBER OF TABLES, BUT ONE THAT WAS LARGE AND MADE OF GOLD, UPON WHICH THEY SET THE LOAVES OF GOD; AND HE MADE TEN THOUSAND MORE THAT RESEMBLED THEM, BUT WERE DONE AFTER ANOTHER MANNER, UPON WHICH LAY THE VIALS AND THE CUPS; THOSE OF GOLD WERE TWENTY THOUSAND, THOSE OF SILVER WERE FORTY THOUSAND. HE ALSO MADE TEN THOUSAND CANDLESTICKS, ACCORDING TO THE COMMAND OF MOSES, ONE OF WHICH HE DEDICATED FOR THE TEMPLE, THAT IT MIGHT BURN IN THE DAY TIME, ACCORDING TO THE LAW; AND ONE TABLE WITH LOAVES UPON IT, ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE TEMPLE, OVER AGAINST THE CANDLESTICK; FOR THIS HE SET ON THE SOUTH SIDE, BUT THE GOLDEN ALTAR STOOD BETWEEN THEM. ALL THESE VESSELS WERE CONTAINED IN THAT PART OF THE HOLY HOUSE, WHICH WAS FORTY CUBITS LONG, AND WERE BEFORE THE VEIL OF THAT MOST SECRET PLACE WHEREIN THE ARK WAS TO BE SET. 
8. THE KING ALSO MADE POURING VESSELS, IN NUMBER EIGHTY THOUSAND, AND A HUNDRED THOUSAND GOLDEN VIALS, AND TWICE AS MANY SILVER VIALS: OF GOLDEN DISHES, IN ORDER THEREIN TO OFFER KNEADED FINE FLOUR AT THE ALTAR, THERE WERE EIGHTY THOUSAND, AND TWICE AS MANY OF SILVER. OF LARGE BASONS ALSO, WHEREIN THEY MIXED FINE FLOUR WITH OIL, SIXTY THOUSAND OF GOLD, AND TWICE AS MANY OF SILVER. OF THE MEASURES LIKE THOSE WHICH MOSES CALLED THE HIN AND THE ASSARON, (A TENTH DEAL), THERE WERE TWENTY THOUSAND OF GOLD, AND TWICE AS MANY OF SILVER. THE GOLDEN CENSERS, IN WHICH THEY CARRIED THE INCENSE TO THE ALTAR, WERE TWENTY THOUSAND; THE OTHER CENSERS, IN WHICH THEY CARRIED FIRE FROM THE GREAT ALTAR TO THE LITTLE ALTAR, WITHIN THE TEMPLE, WERE FIFTY THOUSAND. THE SACERDOTAL GARMENTS WHICH BELONGED TO THE HIGH PRIEST, WITH THE LONG ROBES, AND THE ORACLE, AND THE PRECIOUS STONES, WERE A THOUSAND. BUT THE CROWN UPON WHICH MOSES WROTE [THE NAME OF GOD], WAS ONLY ONE, AND HATH REMAINED TO THIS VERY DAY. HE ALSO MADE TEN THOUSAND SACERDOTAL GARMENTS OF FINE LINEN, WITH PURPLE GIRDLES FOR EVERY PRIEST; AND TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND TRUMPETS, ACCORDING TO THE COMMAND OF MOSES; ALSO, TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND GARMENTS OF FINE LINEN FOR THE SINGERS, THAT WERE LEVITES. AND HE MADE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, AND SUCH AS WERE INVENTED FOR SINGING OF HYMNS, CALLED, NABLEE AND CINDREE, [PSALTERIES AND HARPS], WHICH WERE MADE OF ELECTRUM, [THE FINEST BRASS], FORTY THOUSAND. 
9. SOLOMON MADE ALL THESE THINGS FOR THE HONOR OF GOD, WITH GREAT VARIETY AND MAGNIFICENCE, SPARING NO COST, BUT USING ALL POSSIBLE LIBERALITY IN ADORNING THE TEMPLE; AND THESE THINGS HE DEDICATED TO THE TREASURES OF GOD. HE ALSO PLACED A PARTITION ROUND ABOUT THE TEMPLE, WHICH IN OUR TONGUE WE CALL GISON, BUT IT IS CALLED THRIGCOS BY THE GREEKS, AND HE RAISED IT UP TO THE HEIGHT OF THREE CUBITS; AND IT WAS FOR THE EXCLUSION OF THE MULTITUDE FROM COMING INTO THE TEMPLE, AND SHOWING THAT IT WAS A PLACE THAT WAS FREE AND OPEN ONLY FOR THE PRIESTS. HE ALSO BUILT BEYOND THIS COURT A TEMPLE, WHOSE FIGURE WAS THAT OF A QUADRANGLE, AND ERECTED FOR IT GREAT AND BROAD CLOISTERS; THIS WAS ENTERED INTO BY VERY HIGH GATES, EACH OF WHICH HAD ITS FRONT EXPOSED TO ONE OF THE [FOUR] WINDS, AND WERE SHUT BY GOLDEN DOORS. INTO THIS TEMPLE ALL THE PEOPLE ENTERED THAT WERE DISTINGUISHED FROM THE REST BY BEING PURE AND OBSERVANT OF THE LAWS. BUT HE MADE THAT TEMPLE WHICH WAS BEYOND THIS A WONDERFUL ONE INDEED, AND SUCH AS EXCEEDS ALL DESCRIPTION IN WORDS; NAY, IF I MAY SO SAY, IS HARDLY BELIEVED UPON SIGHT; FOR WHEN HE HAD FILLED UP GREAT VALLEYS WITH EARTH, WHICH, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR IMMENSE DEPTH, COULD NOT BE LOOKED ON, WHEN YOU BENDED DOWN TO SEE THEM, WITHOUT PAIN, AND HAD ELEVATED THE GROUND FOUR HUNDRED CUBITS, HE MADE IT TO BE ON A LEVEL WITH THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN, ON WHICH THE TEMPLE WAS BUILT, AND BY THIS MEANS THE OUTMOST TEMPLE, WHICH WAS EXPOSED TO THE AIR, WAS EVEN WITH THE TEMPLE ITSELF. HE ENCOMPASSED THIS ALSO WITH A BUILDING OF A DOUBLE ROW OF CLOISTERS, WHICH STOOD ON HIGH UPON PILLARS OF NATIVE STONE, WHILE THE ROOFS WERE OF CEDAR, AND WERE POLISHED IN A MANNER PROPER FOR SUCH HIGH ROOFS; BUT HE MADE ALL THE DOORS OF THIS TEMPLE OF SILVER.
CHAPTER 4. HOW SOLOMON REMOVED THE ARK INTO THE TEMPLE HOW HE MADE SUPPLICATION TO GOD, AND OFFERED PUBLIC SACRIFICES TO HIM. 
1. WHEN KING SOLOMON HAD FINISHED THESE WORKS, THESE LARGE AND BEAUTIFUL BUILDINGS, AND HAD LAID UP HIS DONATIONS IN THE TEMPLE, AND ALL THIS IN THE INTERVAL OF SEVEN YEARS, AND HAD GIVEN A DEMONSTRATION OF HIS RICHES AND ALACRITY THEREIN, INSOMUCH THAT ANY ONE WHO SAW IT WOULD HAVE THOUGHT IT MUST HAVE BEEN AN IMMENSE TIME ERE IT COULD HAVE BEEN FINISHED; AND WOULD BE SURPRISED THAT SO MUCH SHOULD BE FINISHED IN SO SHORT A TIME; SHORT, I MEAN, IF COMPARED WITH THE GREATNESS OF THE WORK: HE ALSO WROTE TO THE RULERS AND ELDERS OF THE HEBREWS, AND ORDERED ALL THE PEOPLE TO GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER TO JERUSALEM, BOTH TO SEE THE TEMPLE WHICH HE HAD BUILT, AND TO REMOVE THE ARK OF GOD INTO IT; AND WHEN THIS INVITATION OF THE WHOLE BODY OF THE PEOPLE TO COME TO JERUSALEM WAS EVERY WHERE CARRIED ABROAD, IT WAS THE SEVENTH MONTH BEFORE THEY CAME TOGETHER; WHICH MONTH IS BY OUR COUNTRYMEN CALLED THISRI, BUT BY THE MACEDONIANS HYPERBERETOETS. THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES HAPPENED TO FALL AT THE SAME TIME, WHICH WAS CELEBRATED BY THE HEBREWS AS A MOST HOLY AND MOST EMINENT FEAST. SO, THEY CARRIED THE ARK AND THE TABERNACLE WHICH MOSES HAD PITCHED, AND ALL THE VESSELS THAT WERE FOR MINISTRATION, TO THE SACRIFICES OF GOD, AND REMOVED THEM TO THE TEMPLE. THE KING HIMSELF, AND ALL THE PEOPLE AND THE LEVITES, WENT BEFORE, RENDERING THE GROUND MOIST WITH SACRIFICES, AND DRINK-OFFERINGS, AND THE BLOOD OF A GREAT NUMBER OF OBLATIONS, AND BURNING AN IMMENSE QUANTITY OF INCENSE, AND THIS TILL THE VERY AIR ITSELF EVERY WHERE ROUND ABOUT WAS SO FULL OF THESE ODORS, THAT IT MET, IN A MOST AGREEABLE MANNER, PERSONS AT A GREAT DISTANCE, AND WAS AN INDICATION OF GOD'S PRESENCE; AND, AS MEN'S OPINION WAS, OF HIS HABITATION WITH THEM IN THIS NEWLY BUILT AND CONSECRATED PLACE, FOR THEY DID NOT GROW WEARY, EITHER OF SINGING HYMNS OR OF DANCING, UNTIL THEY CAME TO THE TEMPLE; AND IN THIS MANNER DID THEY CARRY THE ARK. BUT WHEN THEY SHOULD TRANSFER IT INTO THE MOST SECRET PLACE, THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE WENT AWAY, AND ONLY THOSE PRIESTS THAT CARRIED IT SET IT BETWEEN THE TWO CHERUBIM’S, WHICH EMBRACING IT WITH THEIR WINGS, (FOR SO WERE THEY FRAMED BY THE ARTIFICER,) THEY COVERED IT, AS UNDER A TENT, OR A CUPOLA. NOW THE ARK CONTAINED NOTHING ELSE BUT THOSE TWO TABLES OF STONE THAT PRESERVED THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, WHICH GOD SPOKE TO MOSES IN MOUNT SINAI, AND WHICH WERE ENGRAVED UPON THEM; BUT THEY SET THE CANDLESTICK, AND THE TABLE, AND THE GOLDEN ALTAR IN THE TEMPLE, BEFORE THE MOST SECRET PLACE, IN THE VERY SAME PLACES WHEREIN THEY STOOD TILL THAT TIME IN THE TABERNACLE. SO, THEY OFFERED UP THE DAILY SACRIFICES; BUT FOR THE BRAZEN ALTAR, SOLOMON SET IT BEFORE THE TEMPLE, OVER AGAINST THE DOOR, THAT WHEN THE DOOR WAS OPENED, IT MIGHT BE EXPOSED TO SIGHT, AND THE SACRED SOLEMNITIES, AND THE RICHNESS OF THE SACRIFICES, MIGHT BE THENCE SEEN; AND ALL THE REST OF THE VESSELS THEY GATHERED TOGETHER, AND PUT THEM WITHIN THE TEMPLE. 
2. NOW AS SOON AS THE PRIESTS HAD PUT ALL THINGS IN ORDER ABOUT THE ARK, AND WERE GONE OUT, THERE CANE DOWN A THICK CLOUD, AND STOOD THERE, AND SPREAD ITSELF, AFTER A GENTLE MANNER, INTO THE TEMPLE; SUCH A CLOUD IT WAS AS WAS DIFFUSED AND TEMPERATE, NOT SUCH A ROUGH ONE AS WE SEE FULL OF RAIN IN THE WINTER SEASON. THIS CLOUD SO DARKENED THE PLACE, THAT ONE PRIEST COULD NOT DISCERN ANOTHER, BUT IT AFFORDED TO THE MINDS OF ALL A VISIBLE IMAGE AND GLORIOUS APPEARANCE OF GOD'S HAVING DESCENDED INTO THIS TEMPLE, AND OF HIS HAVING GLADLY PITCHED HIS TABERNACLE THEREIN. SO, THESE MEN WERE INTENT UPON THIS THOUGHT. BUT SOLOMON ROSE UP, (FOR HE WAS SITTING BEFORE,) AND USED SUCH WORDS TO GOD AS HE THOUGHT AGREEABLE TO THE DIVINE NATURE TO RECEIVE, AND FIT FOR HIM TO GIVE; FOR HE SAID, "THOU HAST AN ETERNAL HOUSE, O LORD, AND SUCH A ONE AS THOU HAST CREATED FOR THYSELF OUT OF THINE OWN WORKS; WE KNOW IT TO BE THE HEAVEN, AND THE AIR, AND THE EARTH, AND THE SEA, WHICH THOU PERVADEST, NOR ART THOU CONTAINED WITHIN THEIR LIMITS. I HAVE INDEED BUILT THIS TEMPLE TO THEE, AND THY NAME, THAT FROM THENCE, WHEN WE SACRIFICE, AND PERFORM SACRED OPERATIONS, WE MAY SEND OUR PRAYERS UP INTO THE AIR, AND MAY CONSTANTLY BELIEVE THAT THOU ART PRESENT, AND ART NOT REMOTE FROM WHAT IS THINE OWN; FOR NEITHER WHEN THOU SEEST ALL THINGS, AND HEAREST ALL THINGS, NOR NOW, WHEN IT PLEASES THEE TO DWELL HERE, DOST THOU LEAVE THE CARE OF ALL MEN, BUT RATHER THOU ART VERY NEAR TO THEM ALL, BUT ESPECIALLY THOU ART PRESENT TO THOSE THAT ADDRESS THEMSELVES TO THEE, WHETHER BY NIGHT OR BY DAY." WHEN HE HAD THUS SOLEMNLY ADDRESSED HIMSELF TO GOD, HE CONVERTED HIS DISCOURSE TO THE MULTITUDE, AND STRONGLY REPRESENTED THE POWER AND PROVIDENCE OF GOD TO THEM; - HOW HE HAD SHOWN ALL THINGS THAT WERE COME TO PASS TO DAVID HIS FATHER, AS MANY OF THOSE THINGS HAD ALREADY COME TO PASS, AND THE REST WOULD CERTAINLY COME TO PASS HEREAFTER; AND HOW HE HAD GIVEN HIM HIS NAME, AND TOLD TO DAVID WHAT HE SHOULD BE CALLED BEFORE HE WAS BORN; AND FORETOLD, THAT WHEN HE SHOULD BE KING AFTER HIS FATHER'S DEATH, HE SHOULD BUILD HIM A TEMPLE, WHICH SINCE THEY SAW ACCOMPLISHED, ACCORDING TO HIS PREDICTION, HE REQUIRED THEM TO BLESS GOD, AND BY BELIEVING HIM, FROM THE SIGHT OF WHAT THEY HAD SEEN ACCOMPLISHED, NEVER TO DESPAIR OF ANY THING THAT HE HAD PROMISED FOR THE FUTURE, IN ORDER TO THEIR HAPPINESS, OR SUSPECT THAT IT WOULD NOT COME TO PASS. 
3. WHEN THE KING HAD THUS DISCOURSED TO THE MULTITUDE, HE LOOKED AGAIN TOWARDS THE TEMPLE, AND LIFTING UP HIS RIGHT HAND TO THE MULTITUDE, HE SAID," IT IS NOT POSSIBLE BY WHAT MEN CAN DO TO RETURN SUFFICIENT THANKS TO GOD FOR HIS BENEFITS BESTOWED UPON THEM, FOR THE DEITY STANDS IN NEED OF NOTHING, AND IS ABOVE ANY SUCH REQUITAL; BUT SO FAR AS WE HAVE BEEN MADE SUPERIOR, O LORD, TO OTHER ANIMALS BY THEE, IT BECOMES US TO BLESS THY MAJESTY, AND IT IS NECESSARY FOR US TO RETURN THEE THANKS FOR WHAT THOU HAST BESTOWED UPON OUR HOUSE, AND ON THE HEBREW PEOPLE; FOR WITH WHAT OTHER INSTRUMENT CAN WE BETTER APPEASE THEE WHEN THOU ART ANGRY AT US, OR MORE PROPERLY PRESERVE THY FAVOR, THAN WITH OUR VOICE? WHICH, AS WE HAVE IT FROM THE AIR, SO DO WE KNOW THAT BY THAT AIR IT ASCENDS UPWARDS [TOWARDS THEE]. I THEREFORE OUGHT MYSELF TO RETURN THEE THANKS THEREBY, IN THE FIRST PLACE, CONCERNING MY FATHER, WHOM THOU HAST RAISED FROM OBSCURITY UNTO SO GREAT JOY; AND, IN THE NEXT PLACE, CONCERNING MYSELF, SINCE THOU HAST PERFORMED ALL THAT THOU HAST PROMISED UNTO THIS VERY DAY. AND I BESEECH THEE FOR THE TIME TO COME TO AFFORD US WHATSOEVER THOU, O GOD, HAST POWER TO BESTOW ON SUCH AS THOU DOST ESTEEM; AND TO AUGMENT OUR HOUSE FOR ALL AGES, AS THOU HAST PROMISED TO DAVID MY FATHER TO DO, BOTH IN HIS LIFETIME AND AT HIS DEATH, THAT OUR KINGDOM SHALL CONTINUE, AND THAT HIS POSTERITY SHOULD SUCCESSIVELY RECEIVE IT TO TEN THOUSAND GENERATIONS. DO NOT THOU THEREFORE FAIL TO GIVE US THESE BLESSINGS, AND TO BESTOW ON MY CHILDREN THAT VIRTUE IN WHICH THOU DELIGHTEST. AND BESIDES ALL THIS, I HUMBLY BESEECH THEE THAT THOU WILT LET SOME PORTION OF THY SPIRIT COME DOWN AND INHABIT IN THIS TEMPLE, THAT THOU MAYST APPEAR TO BE WITH US UPON EARTH. AS TO THYSELF, THE ENTIRE HEAVENS, AND THE IMMENSITY OF THE THINGS THAT ARE THEREIN, ARE BUT A SMALL HABITATION FOR THEE, MUCH MORE IS THIS POOR TEMPLE SO; BUT I ENTREAT THEE TO KEEP IT AS THINE OWN HOUSE, FROM BEING DESTROYED BY OUR ENEMIES FOR EVER, AND TO TAKE CARE OF IT AS THINE OWN POSSESSION: BUT IF THIS PEOPLE BE FOUND TO HAVE SINNED, AND BE THEREUPON AFFLICTED BY THEE WITH ANY PLAGUE, BECAUSE OF THEIR SIN, AS WITH DEARTH OR PESTILENCE, OR ANY OTHER AFFLICTION WHICH THOU USEST TO INFLICT ON THOSE THAT TRANSGRESS ANY OF THY HOLY LAWS, AND IF THEY FLY ALL OF THEM TO THIS TEMPLE, BESEECHING THEE, AND BEGGING OF TIME TO DELIVER THEM, THEN DO THOU HEAR THEIR PRAYERS, AS BEING WITHIN THINE HOUSE, AND HAVE MERCY UPON THEM, AND DELIVER THEM FROM THEIR AFFLICTIONS. NAY, MOREOVER, THIS HELP IS WHAT I IMPLORE OF THEE, NOT FOR THE HEBREWS ONLY, WHEN THEY ARE IN DISTRESS, BUT WHEN ANY SHALL COME HITHER FROM ANY ENDS OF THE WORLD WHATSOEVER, AND SHALL RETURN FROM THEIR SINS AND IMPLORE THY PARDON, DO THOU THEN PARDON THEM, AND HEAR THEIR PRAYER. FOR HEREBY ALL SHALL LEARN THAT THOU THYSELF WAST PLEASED WITH THE BUILDING OF THIS HOUSE FOR THEE; AND THAT WE ARE NOT OURSELVES OF AN UNSOCIABLE NATURE, NOR BEHAVE OURSELVES LIKE ENEMIES TO SUCH AS ARE NOT OF OUR OWN PEOPLE; BUT ARE WILLING THAT THY ASSISTANCE SHOULD BE COMMUNICATED BY THEE TO ALL MEN IN COMMON, AND THAT THEY MAY HAVE THE ENJOYMENT OF THY BENEFITS BESTOWED UPON THEM." 
4. WHEN SOLOMON HAD SAID THIS, AND HAD CAST HIMSELF UPON THE GROUND, AND WORSHIPPED A LONG TIME, HE ROSE UP, AND BROUGHT SACRIFICES TO THE ALTAR; AND WHEN HE HAD FILLED IT WITH UNBLEMISHED VICTIMS, HE MOST EVIDENTLY DISCOVERED THAT GOD HAD WITH PLEASURE ACCEPTED OF ALL THAT HE HAD SACRIFICED TO HIM, FOR THERE CAME A FIRE RUNNING OUT OF THE AIR, AND RUSHED WITH VIOLENCE UPON THE ALTAR, IN THE SIGHT OF ALL, AND CAUGHT HOLD OF AND CONSUMED THE SACRIFICES. NOW WHEN THIS DIVINE APPEARANCE WAS SEEN, THE PEOPLE SUPPOSED IT TO BE A DEMONSTRATION OF GOD'S ABODE IN THE TEMPLE, AND WERE PLEASED WITH IT, AND FELL DOWN UPON THE GROUND AND WORSHIPPED. UPON WHICH THE KING BEGAN TO BLESS GOD, AND EXHORTED THE MULTITUDE TO DO THE SAME, AS NOW HAVING SUFFICIENT INDICATIONS OF GOD'S FAVORABLE DISPOSITION TO THEM; AND TO PRAY THAT THEY MIGHT ALWAYS HAVE THE LIKE INDICATIONS FROM HIM, AND THAT HE WOULD PRESERVE IN THEM A MIND PURE FROM ALL WICKEDNESS, IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND RELIGIOUS WORSHIP, AND THAT THEY MIGHT CONTINUE IN THE OBSERVATION OF THOSE PRECEPTS WHICH GOD HAD GIVEN THEM BY MOSES, BECAUSE BY THAT MEANS THE HEBREW NATION WOULD BE HAPPY, AND INDEED THE MOST BLESSED OF ALL NATIONS AMONG ALL MANKIND. HE EXHORTED THEM ALSO TO BE MINDFUL, THAT BY WHAT METHODS THEY HAD ATTAINED THEIR PRESENT GOOD THINGS, BY THE SAME THEY MUST PRESERVE THEM SURE TO THEMSELVES, AND MAKE THEM GREATER AND MORE THAN THEY WERE AT PRESENT; FOR THAT IT WAS NOT SUFFICIENT FOR THEM TO SUPPOSE THEY HAD RECEIVED THEM ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR PIETY AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT THAT THEY HAD NO OTHER WAY OF PRESERVING THEM FOR THE TIME TO COME; FOR THAT IT IS NOT SO GREAT A THING FOR MEN TO ACQUIRE SOMEWHAT WHICH THEY WANT, AS TO PRESERVE WHAT THEY HAVE ACQUIRED, AND TO BE GUILTY OF NO SIN WHEREBY IT MAY BE HURT. 
5. SO WHEN THE KING HAD SPOKEN THUS TO THE MULTITUDE, HE DISSOLVED THE CONGREGATION, BUT NOT TILL HE HAD COMPLETED HIS OBLATIONS, BOTH FOR HIMSELF AND FOR THE HEBREWS, INSOMUCH THAT HE SACRIFICED TWENTY AND TWO THOUSAND OXEN, AND A HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND SHEEP; FOR THEN IT WAS THAT THE TEMPLE DID FIRST OF ALL TASTE OF THE VICTIMS, AND ALL THE HEBREWS, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, FEASTED THEREIN: NAY, BESIDES THIS, THE KING THEN OBSERVED SPLENDIDLY AND MAGNIFICENTLY THE FEAST WHICH IS CALLED THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES, BEFORE THE TEMPLE, FOR TWICE SEVEN DAYS; AND HE THEN FEASTED TOGETHER WITH ALL THE PEOPLE. 
6. WHEN ALL THESE SOLEMNITIES WERE ABUNDANTLY SATISFIED, AND NOTHING WAS OMITTED THAT CONCERNED THE DIVINE WORSHIP, THE KING DISMISSED THEM; AND THEY EVERY ONE WENT TO THEIR OWN HOMES, GIVING THANKS TO THE KING FOR THE CARE HE HAD TAKEN OF THEM, AND THE WORKS HE HAD DONE FOR THEM; AND PRAYING TO GOD TO PRESERVE SOLOMON TO BE THEIR KING FOR A LONG TIME. THEY ALSO TOOK THEIR JOURNEY HOME WITH REJOICING, AND MAKING MERRY, AND SINGING HYMNS TO GOD. AND INDEED, THE PLEASURE THEY ENJOYED TOOK AWAY THE SENSE OF THE PAINS THEY ALL UNDERWENT IN THEIR JOURNEY HOME. SO, WHEN THEY HAD BROUGHT THE ARK INTO THE TEMPLE, AND HAD SEEN ITS GREATNESS, AND HOW FINE IT WAS, AND HAD BEEN PARTAKERS OF THE MANY SACRIFICES THAT HAD BEEN OFFERED, AND OF THE FESTIVALS THAT HAD BEEN SOLEMNIZED, THEY EVERY ONE RETURNED TO THEIR OWN CITIES. BUT A DREAM THAT APPEARED TO THE KING IN HIS SLEEP INFORMED HIM THAT GOD HAD HEARD HIS PRAYERS; AND THAT HE WOULD NOT ONLY PRESERVE THE TEMPLE, BUT WOULD ALWAYS ABIDE IN IT; THAT IS, IN CASE HIS POSTERITY AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE WOULD BE RIGHTEOUS. AND FOR HIMSELF, IT SAID, THAT IF HE CONTINUED ACCORDING TO THE ADMONITIONS OF HIS FATHER, HE WOULD ADVANCE HIM TO AN IMMENSE DEGREE OF DIGNITY AND HAPPINESS, AND THAT THEN HIS POSTERITY SHOULD BE KINGS OF THAT COUNTRY, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, FOR EVER; BUT THAT STILL, IF HE SHOULD BE FOUND A BETRAYER OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE LAW, AND FORGET THEM, AND TURN AWAY TO THE WORSHIP OF STRANGE GODS, HE WOULD CUT HIM OFF BY THE ROOTS, AND WOULD NEITHER SUFFER ANY REMAINDER OF HIS FAMILY TO CONTINUE, NOR WOULD OVERLOOK THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, OR PRESERVE THEM ANY LONGER FROM AFFLICTIONS, BUT WOULD UTTERLY DESTROY THEM WITH TEN THOUSAND WARS AND MISFORTUNES; WOULD CAST THEM OUT OF THE LAND WHICH HE HAD GIVEN THEIR FATHERS, AND MAKE THEM SOJOURNERS IN STRANGE LANDS; AND DELIVER THAT TEMPLE WHICH WAS NOW BUILT TO BE BURNT AND SPOILED BY THEIR ENEMIES, AND THAT CITY TO BE UTTERLY OVERTHROWN BY THE HANDS OF THEIR ENEMIES; AND MAKE THEIR MISERIES DESERVE TO BE A PROVERB, AND SUCH AS SHOULD VERY HARDLY BE CREDITED FOR THEIR STUPENDOUS MAGNITUDE, TILL THEIR NEIGHBORS, WHEN THEY SHOULD HEAR OF THEM, SHOULD WONDER AT THEIR CALAMITIES, AND VERY EARNESTLY INQUIRE FOR THE OCCASION, WHY THE HEBREWS, WHO HAD BEEN SO FAR ADVANCED BY GOD TO SUCH GLORY AND WEALTH, SHOULD BE THEN SO HATED BY HIM? AND THAT THE ANSWER THAT SHOULD BE MADE BY THE REMAINDER OF THE PEOPLE SHOULD BE, BY CONFESSING THEIR SINS, AND THEIR TRANSGRESSION OF THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY. ACCORDINGLY, WE HAVE IT TRANSMITTED TO US IN WRITING, THAT THUS DID GOD SPEAK TO SOLOMON IN HIS SLEEP.
CHAPTER 5. HOW SOLOMON BUILT HIMSELF A ROYAL PALACE, VERY COSTLY AND SPLENDID; AND HOW HE SOLVED THE RIDDLES WHICH WERE SENT HIM BY HIRAM. 
1. AFTER THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, WHICH, AS WE HAVE BEFORE SAID, WAS FINISHED IN SEVEN YEARS, THE KING LAID THE FOUNDATION OF HIS PALACE, WHICH BE DID NOT FINISH UNDER THIRTEEN YEARS, FOR HE WAS NOT EQUALLY ZEALOUS IN THE BUILDING OF THIS PALACE AS HE HAD BEEN ABOUT THE TEMPLE; FOR AS TO THAT, THOUGH IT WAS A GREAT WORK, AND REQUIRED WONDERFUL AND SURPRISING APPLICATION, YET GOD, FOR WHOM IT WAS MADE, SO FAR CO-OPERATED THEREWITH, THAT IT WAS FINISHED IN THE FORE MENTIONED NUMBER OF YEARS: BUT THE PALACE, WHICH WAS A BUILDING MUCH INFERIOR IN DIGNITY TO THE TEMPLE, BOTH ON ACCOUNT THAT ITS MATERIALS HAD NOT BEEN SO LONG BEFOREHAND GOTTEN READY, NOR HAD BEEN SO ZEALOUSLY PREPARED, AND ON ACCOUNT THAT THIS WAS ONLY A HABITATION FOR KINGS, AND NOT FOR GOD, IT WAS LONGER IN FINISHING. HOWEVER, THIS BUILDING WAS RAISED SO MAGNIFICENTLY, AS SUITED THE HAPPY STATE OF THE HEBREWS, AND OF THE KING THEREOF. BUT IT IS NECESSARY THAT I DESCRIBE THE ENTIRE STRUCTURE AND DISPOSITION OF THE PARTS, THAT SO THOSE THAT LIGHT UPON THIS BOOK MAY THEREBY MAKE A CONJECTURE, AND, AS IT WERE, HAVE A PROSPECT OF ITS MAGNITUDE. 
2. THIS HOUSE WAS A LARGE AND CURIOUS BUILDING, AND WAS SUPPORTED BY MANY PILLARS, WHICH SOLOMON BUILT TO CONTAIN A MULTITUDE FOR HEARING CAUSES, AND TAKING COGNIZANCE OF SUITS. IT WAS SUFFICIENTLY CAPACIOUS TO CONTAIN A GREAT BODY OF MEN, WHO WOULD COME TOGETHER TO HAVE THEIR CAUSES DETERMINED. IT WAS A HUNDRED CUBITS LONG, AND FIFTY BROAD, AND THIRTY HIGH, SUPPORTED BY QUADRANGULAR PILLARS, WHICH WERE ALL OF CEDAR; BUT ITS ROOF WAS ACCORDING TO THE CORINTHIAN ORDER, WITH FOLDING DOORS, AND THEIR ADJOINING PILLARS OF EQUAL MAGNITUDE, EACH FLUTED WITH THREE CAVITIES; WHICH BUILDING AS AT ONCE FIRM, AND VERY ORNAMENTAL. THERE WAS ALSO ANOTHER HOUSE SO ORDERED, THAT ITS ENTIRE BREADTH WAS PLACED IN THE MIDDLE; IT WAS QUADRANGULAR, AND ITS BREADTH WAS THIRTY CUBITS, HAVING A TEMPLE OVER AGAINST IT, RAISED UPON MASSY PILLARS; IN WHICH TEMPLE THERE WAS A LARGE AND VERY GLORIOUS ROOM, WHEREIN THE KING SAT IN JUDGMENT. TO THIS WAS JOINED ANOTHER HOUSE THAT WAS BUILT FOR HIS QUEEN. THERE WERE OTHER SMALLER EDIFICES FOR DIET, AND FOR SLEEP, AFTER PUBLIC MATTERS WERE OVER; AND THESE WERE ALL FLOORED WITH BOARDS OF CEDAR. SOME OF THESE SOLOMON BUILT WITH STONES OF TEN CUBITS, AND WAINSCOTED THE WALLS WITH OTHER STONES THAT WERE SAWED, AND WERE OF GREAT VALUE, SUCH AS ARE DUG OUT OF THE EARTH FOR THE ORNAMENTS OF TEMPLES, AND TO MAKE FINE PROSPECTS IN ROYAL PALACES, AND WHICH MAKE THE MINES WHENCE THEY ARE DUG FAMOUS. NOW THE CONTEXTURE OF THE CURIOUS WORKMANSHIP OF THESE STONES WAS IN THREE ROWS, BUT THE FOURTH ROW WOULD MAKE ONE ADMIRE ITS SCULPTURES, WHEREBY WERE REPRESENTED TREES, AND ALL SORTS OF PLANTS; WITH THE SHADES THAT AROSE FROM THEIR BRANCHES, AND LEAVES THAT HUNG DOWN FROM THEM. THOSE TREES ANTI PLANTS COVERED THE STONE THAT WAS BENEATH THEM, AND THEIR LEAVES WERE WROUGHT SO PRODIGIOUS THIN AND SUBTILE, THAT YOU WOULD THINK THEY WERE IN MOTION; BUT THE OTHER PART UP TO THE ROOF, WAS PLASTERED OVER, AND, AS IT WERE, EMBROIDERED WITH COLORS AND PICTURES. HE, MOREOVER, BUILT OTHER EDIFICES FOR PLEASURE; AS ALSO VERY LONG CLOISTERS, AND THOSE SITUATE IN AN AGREEABLE PLACE OF THE PALACE; AND AMONG THEM A MOST GLORIOUS DINING ROOM, FOR FEASTINGS AND COMPOTATIONS, AND FULL OF GOLD, AND SUCH OTHER FURNITURE AS SO FINE A ROOM OUGHT TO HAVE FOR THE CONVENIENCY OF THE GUESTS, AND WHERE ALL THE VESSELS WERE MADE OF GOLD. NOW IT IS VERY HARD TO RECKON UP THE MAGNITUDE AND THE VARIETY OF THE ROYAL APARTMENTS; HOW MANY ROOMS THERE WERE OF THE LARGEST SORT, HOW MANY OF A BIGNESS INFERIOR TO THOSE, AND HOW MANY THAT WERE SUBTERRANEOUS AND INVISIBLE; THE CURIOSITY OF THOSE THAT ENJOYED THE FRESH AIR; AND THE GROVES FOR THE MOST DELIGHTFUL PROSPECT, FOR THE AVOIDING THE HEAT, AND COVERING OF THEIR BODIES. AND, TO SAY ALL IN BRIEF, SOLOMON MADE THE WHOLE BUILDING ENTIRELY OF WHITE STONE, AND CEDAR WOOD, AND GOLD, AND SILVER. HE ALSO ADORNED THE ROOFS AND WALLS WITH STONES SET IN GOLD, AND BEAUTIFIED THEM THEREBY IN THE SAME MANNER AS HE HAD BEAUTIFIED THE TEMPLE OF GOD WITH THE LIKE STONES. HE ALSO MADE HIMSELF A THRONE OF PRODIGIOUS BIGNESS, OF IVORY, CONSTRUCTED AS A SEAT OF JUSTICE, AND HAVING SIX STEPS TO IT; ON EVERY ONE OF WHICH STOOD, ON EACH END OF THE STEP TWO LIONS, TWO OTHER LIONS STANDING ABOVE ALSO; BUT AT THE SITTING PLACE OF THE THRONE HANDS CAME OUT AND RECEIVED THE KING; AND WHEN HE SAT BACKWARD, HE RESTED ON HALF A BULLOCK, THAT LOOKED TOWARDS HIS BACK; BUT STILL ALL WAS FASTENED TOGETHER WITH GOLD. 
3. WHEN SOLOMON HAD COMPLETED ALL THIS IN TWENTY YEARS' TIME, BECAUSE HIRAM KING OF TYRE HAD CONTRIBUTED A GREAT DEAL OF GOLD, AND MORE SILVER TO THESE BUILDINGS, AS ALSO CEDAR WOOD AND PINE WOOD, HE ALSO REWARDED HIRAM WITH RICH PRESENTS; CORN HE SENT HIM ALSO YEAR BY YEAR, AND WINE AND OIL, WHICH WERE THE PRINCIPAL THINGS THAT HE STOOD IN NEED OF, BECAUSE HE INHABITED AN ISLAND, AS WE HAVE ALREADY SAID. AND BESIDES THESE, HE GRANTED HIM CERTAIN CITIES OF GALILEE, TWENTY IN NUMBER, THAT LAY NOT FAR FROM TYRE; WHICH, WHEN HIRAM WENT TO, AND VIEWED, AND DID NOT LIKE THE GIFT, HE SENT WORD TO SOLOMON THAT HE DID NOT WANT SUCH CITIES AS THEY WERE; AND AFTER THAT TIME THESE CITIES WERE CALLED THE LAND OF CABUL; WHICH NAME, IF IT BE INTERPRETED ACCORDING TO THE LANGUAGE OF THE PHOENICIANS, DENOTES WHAT DOES NOT PLEASE. MOREOVER, THE KING OF TYRE SENT SOPHISMS AND ENIGMATICAL SAYINGS TO SOLOMON, AND DESIRED HE WOULD SOLVE THEM, AND FREE THEM FROM THE AMBIGUITY THAT WAS IN THEM. NOW SO SAGACIOUS AND UNDERSTANDING WAS SOLOMON, THAT NONE OF THESE PROBLEMS WERE TOO HARD FOR HIM; BUT HE CONQUERED THEM ALL BY HIS REASONINGS, AND DISCOVERED THEIR HIDDEN MEANING, AND BROUGHT IT TO LIGHT. MENANDER ALSO, ONE WHO TRANSLATED THE TYRIAN ARCHIVES OUT OF THE DIALECT OF THE PHOENICIANS INTO THE GREEK LANGUAGE, MAKES MENTION OF THESE TWO KINGS, WHERE HE SAYS THUS: "WHEN ABIBALUS WAS DEAD, HIS SON HIRAM RECEIVED THE KINGDOM FROM HIM, WHO, WHEN HE HAD LIVED FIFTY-THREE YEARS, REIGNED THIRTY-FOUR. HE RAISED A BANK IN THE LARGE PLACE, AND DEDICATED THE GOLDEN PILLAR WHICH IS IN JUPITER'S TEMPLE. HE ALSO WENT AND CUT DOWN MATERIALS OF TIMBER OUT OF THE MOUNTAIN CALLED LIBANUS, FOR THE ROOF OF TEMPLES; AND WHEN HE HAD PULLED DOWN THE ANCIENT TEMPLES, HE BOTH BUILT THE TEMPLE OF HERCULES AND THAT OF ASTARTE; AND HE FIRST SET UP THE TEMPLE OF HERCULES IN THE MONTH PERITIUS; HE ALSO MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE EUCHII, OR TITII, WHO DID NOT PAY THEIR TRIBUTE, AND WHEN HE HAD SUBDUED THEM TO HIMSELF HE RETURNED. UNDER THIS KING THERE WAS ABDEMON, A VERY YOUTH IN AGE, WHO ALWAYS CONQUERED THE DIFFICULT PROBLEMS WHICH SOLOMON, KING OF JERUSALEM, COMMANDED HIM TO EXPLAIN. DIUS ALSO MAKES MENTION OF HIM, WHERE HE SAYS THUS: "WHEN ABIBALUS WAS DEAD, HIS SON HIRAM REIGNED. HE RAISED THE EASTERN PARTS OF THE CITY HIGHER, AND MADE THE CITY ITSELF LARGER. HE ALSO JOINED THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER, WHICH BEFORE STOOD BY ITSELF, TO THE CITY, BY RAISING A BANK IN THE MIDDLE BETWEEN THEM; AND HE ADORNED IT WITH DONATIONS OF GOLD. MOREOVER, HE WENT UP TO MOUNT LIBANUS, AND CUT DOWN MATERIALS OF WOOD FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLES." HE SAYS ALSO, THAT SOLOMON, WHO WAS THEN KING OF JERUSALEM, SENT RIDDLES TO HIRAM, AND DESIRED TO RECEIVE THE LIKE FROM HIM, BUT THAT HE WHO COULD NOT SOLVE THEM SHOULD PAY MONEY TO THEM THAT DID SOLVE THEM, AND THAT HIRAM ACCEPTED THE CONDITIONS; AND WHEN HE WAS NOT ABLE TO SOLVE THE RIDDLES PROPOSED BY SOLOMON, HE PAID A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY FOR HIS FINE; BUT THAT HE AFTERWARD DID SOLVE THE PROPOSED RIDDLES BY MEANS OF ABDEMON, A MAN OF TYRE; AND THAT HIRAM PROPOSED OTHER RIDDLES, WHICH, WHEN SOLOMON COULD NOT SOLVE, HE PAID BACK A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY TO HIRAM." THIS IT IS WHICH DIUS WROTE.
CHAPTER 6. HOW SOLOMON FORTIFIED THE CITY OF JERUSALEM, AND BUILT GREAT CITIES; AND HOW HE BROUGHT SOME OF THE CANAANITES INTO SUBJECTION, AND ENTERTAINED THE QUEEN OF EGYPT AND OF ETHIOPIA. 
1. NOW WHEN THE KING SAW THAT THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM STOOD IN NEED OF BEING BETTER SECURED, AND MADE STRONGER, (FOR HE THOUGHT THE WAILS THAT ENCOMPASSED JERUSALEM OUGHT TO CORRESPOND TO THE DIGNITY OF THE CITY,) HE BOTH REPAIRED THEM, AND MADE THEM HIGHER, WITH GREAT TOWERS UPON THEM; HE ALSO BUILT CITIES WHICH MIGHT BE COUNTED AMONG THE STRONGEST, HAZOR AND MEGIDDO, AND THE THIRD GEZER, WHICH HAD INDEED BELONGED TO THE PHILISTINES; BUT PHARAOH, THE KING OF EGYPT, HAD MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST IT, AND BESIEGED IT, AND TAKEN IT BY FORCE; AND WHEN HE HAD SLAIN ALL ITS INHABITANTS, HE UTTERLY OVERTHREW IT, AND GAVE IT AS A PRESENT TO HIS DAUGHTER, WHO HAD BEEN MARRIED TO SOLOMON; FOR WHICH REASON THE KING REBUILT IT, AS A CITY THAT WAS NATURALLY STRONG, AND MIGHT BE USEFUL IN WARS, AND THE MUTATIONS OF AFFAIRS THAT SOMETIMES HAPPEN. MOREOVER, HE BUILT TWO OTHER CITIES NOT FAR FROM IT, BETH-HORON WAS THE NAME OF ONE OF THEM, AND BAALATH OF THE OTHER. HE ALSO BUILT OTHER CITIES THAT LAY CONVENIENTLY FOR THESE, IN ORDER TO THE ENJOYMENT OF PLEASURES AND DELICACIES IN THEM, SUCH AS WERE NATURALLY OF A GOOD TEMPERATURE OF THE AIR, AND AGREEABLE FOR FRUITS RIPE IN THEIR PROPER SEASONS, AND WELL WATERED WITH SPRINGS. NAY, SOLOMON WENT AS FAR AS THE DESERT ABOVE SYRIA, AND POSSESSED HIMSELF OF IT, AND BUILT THERE A VERY GREAT CITY, WHICH WAS DISTANT TWO DAYS' JOURNEY FROM UPPER SYRIA, AND ONE DAY'S JOURNEY FROM EUPHRATES, AND SIX LONG DAYS' JOURNEY FROM BABYLON THE GREAT. NOW THE REASON WHY THIS CITY LAY SO REMOTE FROM THE PARTS OF SYRIA THAT ARE INHABITED IS THIS, THAT BELOW THERE IS NO WATER TO BE HAD, AND THAT IT IS IN THAT PLACE ONLY THAT THERE ARE SPRINGS AND PITS OF WATER. WHEN HE HAD THEREFORE BUILT THIS CITY, AND ENCOMPASSED IT WITH VERY STRONG WALLS, HE GAVE IT THE NAME OF TADMOR, AND THAT IS THE NAME IT IS STILL CALLED BY AT THIS DAY AMONG THE SYRIANS, BUT THE GREEKS NAME IT PALMYRA. 
2. NOW SOLOMON THE KING WAS AT THIS TIME ENGAGED IN BUILDING THESE CITIES. BUT IF ANY INQUIRE WHY ALL THE KINGS OF EGYPT FROM MENES, WHO BUILT MEMPHIS, AND WAS MANY YEARS EARLIER THAN OUR FOREFATHER ABRAHAM, UNTIL SOLOMON, WHERE THE INTERVAL WAS MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED YEARS, WERE CALLED PHARAOHS, AND TOOK IT FROM ONE PHARAOH THAT LIVED AFTER THE KINGS OF THAT INTERVAL, I THINK IT NECESSARY TO INFORM THEM OF IT, AND THIS IN ORDER TO CURE THEIR IGNORANCE, AND TO MAKE THE OCCASION OF THAT NAME MANIFEST. PHARAOH, IN THE EGYPTIAN TONGUE, SIGNIFIES A KING BUT I SUPPOSE THEY MADE USE OF OTHER NAMES FROM THEIR CHILDHOOD; BUT WHEN THEY WERE MADE KINGS, THEY CHANGED THEM INTO THE NAME WHICH IN THEIR OWN TONGUE DENOTED THEIR AUTHORITY; FOR THUS IT WAS ALSO THAT THE KINGS OF ALEXANDRIA, WHO WERE CALLED FORMERLY BY OTHER NAMES, WHEN THEY TOOK THE KINGDOM, WERE NAMED PTOLEMIES, FROM THEIR FIRST KING. THE ROMAN EMPERORS ALSO WERE FROM THEIR NATIVITY CALLED BY OTHER NAMES, BUT ARE STYLED CAESARS, THEIR EMPIRE AND THEIR DIGNITY IMPOSING THAT NAME UPON THEM, AND NOT SUFFERING THEM TO CONTINUE IN THOSE NAMES WHICH THEIR FATHERS GAVE THEM. I SUPPOSE ALSO THAT HERODOTUS OF HALICARNASSUS, WHEN HE SAID THERE WERE THREE HUNDRED AND THIRTY KINGS OF EGYPT AFTER MENES, WHO BUILT MEMPHIS, DID THEREFORE NOT TELL US THEIR NAMES, BECAUSE THEY WERE IN COMMON CALLED PHARAOHS; FOR WHEN AFTER THEIR DEATH THERE WAS A QUEEN REIGNED, HE CALLS HER BY HER NAME NICAULE, AS THEREBY DECLARING, THAT WHILE THE KINGS WERE OF THE MALE LINE, AND SO ADMITTED OF THE SAME NATURE, WHILE A WOMAN DID NOT ADMIT THE SAME, HE DID THEREFORE SET DOWN THAT HER NAME, WHICH SHE COULD NOT NATURALLY HAVE. AS FOR MYSELF, I HAVE DISCOVERED FROM OUR OWN BOOKS, THAT AFTER PHARAOH, THE FATHER-IN-LAW OF SOLOMON, NO OTHER KING OF EGYPT DID ANY LONGER USE THAT NAME; AND THAT IT WAS AFTER THAT TIME WHEN THE FORENAMED QUEEN OF EGYPT AND ETHIOPIA CAME TO SOLOMON, CONCERNING WHOM WE SHALL INFORM THE READER PRESENTLY; BUT I HAVE NOW MADE MENTION OF THESE THINGS, THAT I MAY PROVE THAT OUR BOOKS AND THOSE OF THE EGYPTIANS AGREE TOGETHER IN MANY THINGS. 
3. BUT KING SOLOMON SUBDUED TO HIMSELF THE REMNANT OF THE CANAANITES THAT HAD NOT BEFORE SUBMITTED TO HIM; THOSE I MEAN THAT DWELT IN MOUNT LEBANON, AND AS FAR AS THE CITY HAMATH; AND ORDERED THEM TO PAY TRIBUTE. HE ALSO CHOSE OUT OF THEM EVERY YEAR SUCH AS WERE TO SERVE HIM IN THE MEANEST OFFICES, AND TO DO HIS DOMESTIC WORKS, AND TO FOLLOW HUSBANDRY; FOR NONE OF THE HEBREWS WERE SERVANTS [IN SUCH LOW EMPLOYMENTS]: NOR WAS IT REASONABLE, THAT WHEN GOD HAD BROUGHT SO MANY NATIONS UNDER THEIR POWER, THEY SHOULD DEPRESS THEIR OWN PEOPLE TO SUCH MEAN OFFICES OF LIFE, RATHER THAN THOSE NATIONS; WHILE ALL THE ISRAELITES WERE CONCERNED IN WARLIKE AFFAIRS, AND WERE IN ARMOR; AND WERE SET OVER THE CHARIOTS AND THE HORSES, RATHER THAN LEADING THE LIFE OF SLAVES. HE APPOINTED ALSO FIVE HUNDRED AND FIFTY RULERS OVER THOSE CANAANITES WHO WERE REDUCED TO SUCH DOMESTIC SLAVERY, WHO RECEIVED THE ENTIRE CARE OF THEM FROM THE KING, AND INSTRUCTED THEM IN THOSE LABORS AND OPERATIONS WHEREIN HE WANTED THEIR ASSISTANCE. 
4. MOREOVER, THE KING BUILT MANY SHIPS IN THE EGYPTIAN BAY OF THE RED SEA, IN A CERTAIN PLACE CALLED EZION-GEBER: IT IS NOW CALLED BERENICE, AND IS NOT FAR FROM THE CITY ELOTH. THIS COUNTRY BELONGED FORMERLY TO THE JEWS, AND BECAME USEFUL FOR SHIPPING FROM THE DONATIONS OF HIRAM KING OF TYRE; FOR HE SENT A SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF MEN THITHER FOR PILOTS, AND SUCH AS WERE SKILLFUL IN NAVIGATION, TO WHOM SOLOMON GAVE THIS COMMAND: THAT THEY SHOULD GO ALONG WITH HIS OWN STEWARDS TO THE LAND THAT WAS OF OLD CALLED OPHIR, BUT NOW THE AUREA CHERSONESUS, WHICH BELONGS TO INDIA, TO FETCH HIM GOLD. AND WHEN THEY HAD GATHERED FOUR HUNDRED TALENTS TOGETHER, THEY RETURNED TO THE KING AGAIN. 
5. THERE WAS THEN A WOMAN QUEEN OF EGYPT AND ETHIOPIA; SHE WAS INQUISITIVE INTO PHILOSOPHY, AND ONE THAT ON OTHER ACCOUNTS ALSO WAS TO BE ADMIRED. WHEN THIS QUEEN HEARD OF THE VIRTUE AND PRUDENCE OF SOLOMON, SHE HAD A GREAT MIND TO SEE HIM; AND THE REPORTS THAT WENT EVERY DAY ABROAD INDUCED HER TO COME TO HIM, SHE BEING DESIROUS TO BE SATISFIED BY HER OWN EXPERIENCE, AND NOT BY A BARE HEARING; (FOR REPORTS THUS HEARD ARE LIKELY ENOUGH TO COMPLY WITH A FALSE OPINION, WHILE THEY WHOLLY DEPEND ON THE CREDIT OF THE RELATORS;) SO SHE RESOLVED TO COME TO HIM, AND THAT ESPECIALLY IN ORDER TO HAVE A TRIAL OF HIS WISDOM, WHILE SHE PROPOSED QUESTIONS OF VERY GREAT DIFFICULTY, AND ENTREATED THAT HE WOULD SOLVE THEIR HIDDEN MEANING. ACCORDINGLY, SHE CAME TO JERUSALEM WITH GREAT SPLENDOR AND RICH FURNITURE; FOR SHE BROUGHT WITH HER CAMELS LADEN WITH GOLD, WITH SEVERAL SORTS OF SWEET SPICES, AND WITH PRECIOUS STONES. NOW, UPON THE KING'S KIND RECEPTION OF HER, HE BOTH SHOWED A GREAT DESIRE TO PLEASE HER, AND EASILY COMPREHENDING IN HIS MIND THE MEANING OF THE CURIOUS QUESTIONS SHE PROPOUNDED TO HIM, HE RESOLVED THEM SOONER THAN ANY BODY COULD HAVE EXPECTED. SO SHE WAS AMAZED AT THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON, AND DISCOVERED THAT IT WAS MORE EXCELLENT UPON TRIAL THAN WHAT SHE HAD HEARD BY REPORT BEFOREHAND; AND ESPECIALLY SHE WAS SURPRISED AT THE FINENESS AND LARGENESS OF HIS ROYAL PALACE, AND NOT LESS SO AT THE GOOD ORDER OF THE APARTMENTS, FOR SHE OBSERVED THAT THE KING HAD THEREIN SHOWN GREAT WISDOM; BUT SHE WAS BEYOND MEASURE ASTONISHED AT THE HOUSE WHICH WAS CALLED THE FOREST OF LEBANON, AS ALSO AT THE MAGNIFICENCE OF HIS DAILY TABLE, AND THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF ITS PREPARATION AND MINISTRATION, WITH THE APPAREL OF HIS SERVANTS THAT WAITED, AND THE SKILLFUL AND DECENT MANAGEMENT OF THEIR ATTENDANCE: NOR WAS SHE LESS AFFECTED WITH THOSE DAILY SACRIFICES WHICH WERE OFFERED TO GOD, AND THE CAREFUL MANAGEMENT WHICH THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES USED ABOUT THEM. WHEN SHE SAW THIS DONE EVERY DAY, SHE WAS IN THE GREATEST ADMIRATION IMAGINABLE, INSOMUCH THAT SHE WAS NOT ABLE TO CONTAIN THE SURPRISE SHE WAS IN, BUT OPENLY CONFESSED HOW WONDERFULLY SHE WAS AFFECTED; FOR SHE PROCEEDED TO DISCOURSE WITH THE KING, AND THEREBY OWNED THAT SHE WAS OVERCOME WITH ADMIRATION AT THE THINGS BEFORE RELATED; AND SAID, "ALL THINGS INDEED, O KING, THAT CAME TO OUR KNOWLEDGE BY REPORT, CAME WITH UNCERTAINTY AS TO OUR BELIEF OF THEM; BUT AS TO THOSE GOOD THINGS THAT TO THEE APPERTAIN, BOTH SUCH AS THOU THYSELF POSSESSEST, I MEAN WISDOM AND PRUDENCE, AND THE HAPPINESS THOU HAST FROM THY KINGDOM, CERTAINLY THE SAME THAT CAME TO US WAS NO FALSITY; IT WAS NOT ONLY A TRUE REPORT, BUT IT RELATED THY HAPPINESS AFTER A MUCH LOWER MANNER THAN I NOW SEE IT TO BE BEFORE MY EYES. FOR AS FOR THE REPORT, IT ONLY ATTEMPTED TO PERSUADE OUR HEARING, BUT DID NOT SO MAKE KNOWN THE DIGNITY OF THE THINGS THEMSELVES AS DOES THE SIGHT OF THEM, AND BEING PRESENT AMONG THEM. I INDEED, WHO DID NOT BELIEVE WHAT WAS REPORTED, BY REASON OF THE MULTITUDE AND GRANDEUR OF THE THINGS I INQUIRED ABOUT, DO SEE THEM TO BE MUCH MORE NUMEROUS THAN THEY WERE REPORTED TO BE. ACCORDINGLY, I ESTEEM THE HEBREW PEOPLE, AS WELL AS THY SERVANTS AND FRIENDS, TO BE HAPPY, WHO ENJOY THY PRESENCE AND HEAR THY WISDOM EVERY DAY CONTINUALLY. ONE WOULD THEREFORE BLESS GOD, WHO HATH SO LOVED THIS COUNTRY, AND THOSE THAT INHABIT THEREIN, AS TO MAKE THEE KING OVER THEM." 
6. NOW WHEN THE QUEEN HAD THUS DEMONSTRATED IN WORDS HOW DEEPLY THE KING HAD AFFECTED HER, HER DISPOSITION WAS KNOWN BY CERTAIN PRESENTS, FOR SHE GAVE HIM TWENTY TALENTS OF GOLD, AND AN IMMENSE QUANTITY OF SPICES AND PRECIOUS STONES. (THEY SAY ALSO THAT WE POSSESS THE ROOT OF THAT BALSAM WHICH OUR COUNTRY STILL BEARS BY THIS WOMAN'S GIFT.) SOLOMON ALSO REPAID HER WITH MANY GOOD THINGS, AND PRINCIPALLY BY BESTOWING UPON HER WHAT SHE CHOSE OF HER OWN INCLINATION, FOR THERE WAS NOTHING THAT SHE DESIRED WHICH HE DENIED HER; AND AS HE WAS VERY GENEROUS AND LIBERAL IN HIS OWN TEMPER, SO DID HE SHOW THE GREATNESS OF HIS SOUL IN BESTOWING ON HER WHAT SHE HERSELF DESIRED OF HIM. SO, WHEN THIS QUEEN OF ETHIOPIA HAD OBTAINED WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY GIVEN AN ACCOUNT OF, AND HAD AGAIN COMMUNICATED TO THE KING WHAT SHE BROUGHT WITH HER, SHE RETURNED TO HER OWN KINGDOM.
CHAPTER 7. HOW SOLOMON GREW RICH, AND FELL DESPERATELY IN LOVE WITH WOMEN AND HOW GOD, BEING INCENSED AT IT, RAISED UP ADER AND JEROBOAM AGAINST HIM. CONCERNING THE DEATH OF SOLOMON. 
1. ABOUT THE SAME TIME THERE WERE BROUGHT TO THE KING FROM THE AUREA CHERSONESUS, A COUNTRY SO CALLED, PRECIOUS STONES, AND PINE TREES, AND THESE TREES HE MADE USE OF FOR SUPPORTING THE TEMPLE AND THE PALACE, AS ALSO FOR THE MATERIALS OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, THE HARPS AND THE PSALTERIES, THAT THE LEVITES MIGHT MAKE USE OF THEM IN THEIR HYMNS TO GOD. THE WOOD WHICH WAS BROUGHT TO HIM AT THIS TIME WAS LARGER AND FINER THAN ANY THAT HAD EVER BEEN BROUGHT BEFORE; BUT LET NO ONE IMAGINE THAT THESE PINE TREES WERE LIKE THOSE WHICH ARE NOW SO NAMED, AND WHICH TAKE THAT THEIR DENOMINATION FROM THE MERCHANTS, WHO SO CALL THEM, THAT THEY MAY PROCURE THEM TO BE ADMIRED BY THOSE THAT PURCHASE THEM; FOR THOSE WE SPEAK OF WERE TO THE SIGHT LIKE THE WOOD OF THE FIG TREE, BUT WERE WHITER, AND MORE SHINING. NOW WE HAVE SAID THUS MUCH, THAT NOBODY MAY BE IGNORANT OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THESE SORTS OF WOOD, NOR UNACQUAINTED WITH THE NATURE OF THE GENUINE PINE TREE; AND WE THOUGHT IT BOTH A SEASONABLE AND HUMANE THING, WHEN WE MENTIONED IT, AND THE USES THE KING MADE OF IT, TO EXPLAIN THIS DIFFERENCE SO FAR AS WE HAVE DONE. 
2. NOW THE WEIGHT OF GOLD THAT WAS BROUGHT HIM WAS SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SIX TALENTS, NOT INCLUDING IN THAT SUM WHAT WAS BROUGHT BY THE MERCHANTS, NOR WHAT THE TOPARCHS AND KINGS OF ARABIA GAVE HIM IN PRESENTS. HE ALSO CAST TWO HUNDRED TARGETS OF GOLD, EACH OF THEM WEIGHING SIX HUNDRED SHEKELS. HE ALSO MADE THREE HUNDRED SHIELDS, EVERY ONE WEIGHING THREE POUNDS OF GOLD, AND HE HAD THEM CARRIED AND PUT INTO THAT HOUSE WHICH WAS CALLED THE FOREST OF LEBANON. HE ALSO MADE CUPS OF GOLD, AND OF [PRECIOUS] STONES, FOR THE ENTERTAINMENT OF HIS GUESTS, AND HAD THEM ADORNED IN THE MOST ARTIFICIAL MANNER; AND HE CONTRIVED THAT ALL HIS OTHER FURNITURE OF VESSELS SHOULD BE OF GOLD, FOR THERE WAS NOTHING THEN TO BE SOLD OR BOUGHT FOR SILVER; FOR THE KING HAD MANY SHIPS WHICH LAY UPON THE SEA OF TARSUS, THESE HE COMMANDED TO CARRY OUT ALL SORTS OF MERCHANDISE UNTO THE REMOTEST NATIONS, BY THE SALE OF WHICH SILVER AND GOLD WERE BROUGHT TO THE KING, AND A GREAT QUANTITY OF IVORY, AND ETHIOPIANS, AND APES; AND THEY FINISHED THEIR VOYAGE, GOING AND RETURNING, IN THREE YEARS' TIME. 
3. ACCORDINGLY THERE WENT A GREAT FAME ALL AROUND THE NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES, WHICH PROCLAIMED THE VIRTUE AND WISDOM OF SOLOMON, INSOMUCH THAT ALL THE KINGS EVERY WHERE WERE DESIROUS TO SEE HIM, AS NOT GIVING CREDIT TO WHAT WAS REPORTED, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS BEING ALMOST INCREDIBLE: THEY ALSO DEMONSTRATED THE REGARD THEY HAD FOR HIM BY THE PRESENTS THEY MADE HIM; FOR THEY SENT HIM VESSELS OF GOLD, AND SILVER, AND PURPLE GARMENTS, AND MANY SORTS OF SPICES, AND HORSES, AND CHARIOTS, AND AS MANY MULES FOR HIS CARRIAGES AS THEY COULD FIND PROPER TO PLEASE THE KING'S EYES, BY THEIR STRENGTH AND BEAUTY. THIS ADDITION THAT HE MADE TO THOSE CHARIOTS AND HORSES WHICH HE HAD BEFORE FROM THOSE THAT WERE SENT HIM, AUGMENTED THE NUMBER OF HIS CHARIOTS BY ABOVE FOUR HUNDRED, FOR HE HAD A THOUSAND BEFORE, AND AUGMENTED THE NUMBER OF HIS HORSES BY TWO THOUSAND, FOR HE HAD TWENTY THOUSAND BEFORE. THESE HORSES ALSO WERE SO MUCH EXERCISED, IN ORDER TO THEIR MAKING A FINE APPEARANCE, AND RUNNING SWIFTLY, THAT NO OTHERS COULD, UPON THE COMPARISON, APPEAR EITHER FINER OR SWIFTER; BUT THEY WERE AT ONCE THE MOST BEAUTIFUL OF ALL OTHERS, AND THEIR SWIFTNESS WAS INCOMPARABLE ALSO. THEIR RIDERS ALSO WERE A FURTHER ORNAMENT TO THEM, BEING, IN THE FIRST PLACE, YOUNG MEN IN THE MOST DELIGHTFUL FLOWER OF THEIR AGE, AND BEING EMINENT FOR THEIR LARGENESS, AND FAR TALLER THAN OTHER MEN. THEY HAD ALSO VERY LONG HEADS OF HAIR HANGING DOWN, AND WERE CLOTHED IN GARMENTS OF TYRIAN PURPLE. THEY HAD ALSO DUST OF GOLD EVERY DAY SPRINKLED ON THEIR HAIR, SO THAT THEIR HEADS SPARKLED WITH THE REFLECTION OF THE SUN-BEAMS FROM THE GOLD. THE KING HIMSELF RODE UPON A CHARIOT IN THE MIDST OF THESE MEN, WHO WERE STILL IN ARMOR, AND HAD THEIR BOWS FITTED TO THEM. HE HAD ON A WHITE GARMENT, AND USED TO TAKE HIS PROGRESS OUT OF THE CITY IN THE MORNING. THERE WAS A CERTAIN PLACE ABOUT FIFTY FURLONGS DISTANT FROM JERUSALEM, WHICH IS CALLED ETHAM, VERY PLEASANT IT IS IN FINE GARDENS, AND ABOUNDING IN RIVULETS OF WATER; THITHER DID HE USE TO GO OUT IN THE MORNING, SITTING ON HIGH [IN HIS CHARIOT.] 
4. NOW SOLOMON HAD A DIVINE SAGACITY IN ALL THINGS, AND WAS VERY DILIGENT AND STUDIOUS TO HAVE THINGS DONE AFTER AN ELEGANT MANNER; SO, HE DID NOT NEGLECT THE CARE OF THE WAYS, BUT HE LAID A CAUSEWAY OF BLACK STONE ALONG THE ROADS THAT LED TO JERUSALEM, WHICH WAS THE ROYAL CITY, BOTH TO RENDER THEM EASY FOR TRAVELERS, AND TO MANIFEST THE GRANDEUR OF HIS RICHES AND GOVERNMENT. HE ALSO PARTED HIS CHARIOTS, AND SET THEM IN A REGULAR ORDER, THAT A CERTAIN NUMBER OF THEM SHOULD BE IN EVERY CITY, STILL KEEPING A FEW ABOUT HIM; AND THOSE CITIES HE CALLED THE CITIES OF HIS CHARIOTS. AND THE KING MADE SILVER AS PLENTIFUL IN JERUSALEM AS STONES IN THE STREET; AND SO MULTIPLIED CEDAR TREES IN THE PLAINS OF JUDEA, WHICH DID NOT GROW THERE BEFORE, THAT THEY WERE LIKE THE MULTITUDE OF COMMON SYCAMORE TREES. HE ALSO ORDAINED THE EGYPTIAN MERCHANTS THAT BROUGHT HIM THEIR MERCHANDISE TO SELL HIM A CHARIOT, WITH A PAIR OF HORSES, FOR SIX HUNDRED DRACHMAE OF SILVER, AND HE SENT THEM TO THE KINGS OF SYRIA, AND TO THOSE KINGS THAT WERE BEYOND EUPHRATES. 
5. BUT ALTHOUGH SOLOMON WAS BECOME THE MOST GLORIOUS OF KINGS, AND THE BEST BELOVED BY GOD, AND HAD EXCEEDED IN WISDOM AND RICHES THOSE THAT HAD BEEN RULERS OF THE HEBREWS BEFORE HIM, YET DID NOT HE PERSEVERE IN THIS HAPPY STATE TILL HE DIED. NAY, HE FORSOOK THE OBSERVATION OF THE LAWS OF HIS FATHERS, AND CAME TO AN END NO WAY SUITABLE TO OUR FOREGOING HISTORY OF HIM. HE GREW MAD IN HIS LOVE OF WOMEN, AND LAID NO RESTRAINT ON HIMSELF IN HIS LUSTS; NOR WAS HE SATISFIED WITH THE WOMEN OF HIS COUNTRY ALONE, BUT HE MARRIED MANY WIVES OUT OF FOREIGN NATIONS; SIDONTANS, AND TYRIANS, AND AMMONITES, AND EDOMITES; AND HE TRANSGRESSED THE LAWS OF MOSES, WHICH FORBADE JEWS TO MARRY ANY BUT THOSE THAT WERE OF THEIR OWN PEOPLE. HE ALSO BEGAN TO WORSHIP THEIR GODS, WHICH HE DID IN ORDER TO THE GRATIFICATION OF HIS WIVES, AND OUT OF HIS AFFECTION FOR THEM. THIS VERY THING OUR LEGISLATOR SUSPECTED, AND SO ADMONISHED US BEFOREHAND, THAT WE SHOULD NOT MARRY WOMEN OF OTHER COUNTRIES, LEST WE SHOULD BE ENTANGLED WITH FOREIGN CUSTOMS, AND APOSTATIZE FROM OUR OWN; LEST WE SHOULD LEAVE OFF TO HONOR OUR OWN GOD, AND SHOULD WORSHIP THEIR GODS. BUT SOLOMON WAS GLLEN HEADLONG INTO UNREASONABLE PLEASURES, AND REGARDED NOT THOSE ADMONITIONS; FOR WHEN HE HAD MARRIED SEVEN HUNDRED WIVES, THE DAUGHTERS OF PRINCES AND OF EMINENT PERSONS, AND THREE HUNDRED CONCUBINES, AND THOSE BESIDES THE KING OF EGYPT'S DAUGHTER, HE SOON WAS GOVERNED BY THEM, TILL HE CAME TO IMITATE THEIR PRACTICES. HE WAS FORCED TO GIVE THEM THIS DEMONSTRATION OF HIS KINDNESS AND AFFECTION TO THEM, TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRIES. AND AS HE GREW INTO YEARS, AND HIS REASON BECAME WEAKER BY LENGTH OF TIME, IT WAS NOT SUFFICIENT TO RECALL TO HIS MIND THE INSTITUTIONS OF HIS OWN COUNTRY; SO HE STILL MORE AND MORE CONTEMNED HIS OWN GOD, AND CONTINUED TO REGARD THE GODS THAT HIS MARRIAGES HAD INTRODUCED NAY, BEFORE THIS HAPPENED, HE SINNED, AND FELL INTO AN ERROR ABOUT THE OBSERVATION OF THE LAWS, WHEN HE MADE THE IMAGES OF BRAZEN OXEN THAT SUPPORTED THE BRAZEN SEA, AND THE IMAGES OF LIONS ABOUT HIS OWN THRONE; FOR THESE HE MADE, ALTHOUGH IT WAS NOT AGREEABLE TO PIETY SO TO DO; AND THIS HE DID, NOTWITHSTANDING THAT HE HAD HIS FATHER AS A MOST EXCELLENT AND DOMESTIC PATTERN OF VIRTUE, AND KNEW WHAT A GLORIOUS CHARACTER HE HAD LEFT BEHIND HIM, BECAUSE OF HIS PIETY TOWARDS GOD. NOR DID HE IMITATE DAVID, ALTHOUGH GOD HAD TWICE APPEARED TO HIM IN HIS SLEEP, AND EXHORTED HIM TO IMITATE HIS FATHER. SO, HE DIED INGLORIOUSLY. THERE CAME THEREFORE A PROPHET TO HIM, WHO WAS SENT BY GOD, AND TOLD HIM THAT HIS WICKED ACTIONS WERE NOT CONCEALED FROM GOD; AND THREATENED HIM THAT HE SHOULD NOT LONG REJOICE IN WHAT HE HAD DONE; THAT, INDEED, THE KINGDOM SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN FROM HIM WHILE HE WAS ALIVE, BECAUSE GOD HAD PROMISED TO HIS FATHER DAVID THAT HE WOULD MAKE HIM HIS SUCCESSOR, BUT THAT HE WOULD TAKE CARE THAT THIS SHOULD BEFALL HIS SON WHEN HE :WAS DEAD; NOT THAT HE WOULD WITHDRAW ALL THE PEOPLE FROM HIM, BUT THAT HE WOULD GIVE TEN TRIBES TO A SERVANT OF HIS, AND LEAVE ONLY TWO TRIBES TO DAVID'S GRANDSON FOR HIS SAKE, BECAUSE HE LOVED GOD, AND FOR THE SAKE OF THE CITY OF JERUSALEM, WHEREIN HE SHOULD HAVE A TEMPLE. 
6. WHEN SOLOMON HEARD THIS HE WAS GRIEVED, AND GREATLY CONFOUNDED, UPON THIS CHANGE OF ALMOST ALL THAT HAPPINESS WHICH HAD MADE HIM TO BE ADMIRED, INTO SO BAD A STATE; NOR HAD THERE MUCH TIME PASSED AFTER THE PROPHET HAD FORETOLD WHAT WAS COMING BEFORE GOD RAISED UP AN ENEMY AGAINST HIM, WHOSE NAME WAS ADER, WHO TOOK THE FOLLOWING OCCASION OF HIS ENMITY TO HIM. HE WAS A CHILD OF THE STOCK OF THE EDOMITES, AND OF THE BLOOD ROYAL; AND WHEN JOAB, THE CAPTAIN OF DAVID'S HOST, LAID WASTE THE LAND OF EDOM, AND DESTROYED ALL THAT WERE MEN GROWN, AND ABLE TO BEAR ARMS, FOR SIX MONTHS' TIME, THIS HADAD FLED AWAY, AND CAME TO PHARAOH THE KING OF EGYPT, WHO RECEIVED HIM KINDLY, AND ASSIGNED HIM A HOUSE TO DWELL IN, AND A COUNTRY TO SUPPLY HIM WITH FOOD; AND WHEN HE WAS GROWN UP HE LOVED HIM EXCEEDINGLY, INSOMUCH THAT HE GAVE HIM HIS WIFE'S SISTER, WHOSE NAME WAS TAHPENES, TO WIFE, BY WHOM HE HAD A SON; WHO WAS BROUGHT UP WITH THE KING'S CHILDREN. WHEN HADAD HEARD IN EGYPT THAT BOTH DAVID AND JOAB WERE DEAD, HE CAME TO PHARAOH, AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD PERMIT HIM TO GO TO HIS OWN COUNTRY; UPON WHICH THE KING ASKED WHAT IT WAS THAT HE WANTED, AND WHAT HARDSHIP HE HAD MET WITH, THAT HE WAS SO DESIROUS TO LEAVE HIM. AND WHEN HE WAS OFTEN TROUBLESOME TO HIM, AND ENTREATED HIM TO DISMISS HIM, HE DID NOT THEN DO IT; BUT AT THE TIME WHEN SOLOMON'S AFFAIRS BEGAN TO GROW WORSE, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS FOREMENTIONED TRANSGRESSIONS AND GOD'S ANGER AGAINST HIM FOR THE SAME, HADAD, BY PHARAOH'S PERMISSION, CAME TO EDOM; AND WHEN HE WAS NOT ABLE TO MAKE THE PEOPLE FORSAKE SOLOMON, FOR IT WAS KEPT UNDER BY MANY GARRISONS, AND AN INNOVATION WAS NOT TO BE MADE WITH SAFETY, HE REMOVED THENCE, AND CAME INTO SYRIA; THERE HE LIGHTED UPON ONE REZON, WHO HAD RUN AWAY FROM HADADEZER, KING OF ZOBAH, HIS MASTER, AND WAS BECOME A ROBBER IN THAT COUNTRY, AND JOINED FRIENDSHIP WITH HIM, WHO HAD ALREADY A BAND OF ROBBERS ABOUT HIM. SO, HE WENT UP, AND SEIZED UPON THAT PART OF SYRIA, AND WAS MADE KING THEREOF. HE ALSO MADE INCURSIONS INTO THE LAND OF ISRAEL, AND DID IT NO SMALL MISCHIEF, AND SPOILED IT, AND THAT IN THE LIFETIME OF SOLOMON. AND THIS WAS THE CALAMITY WHICH THE HEBREWS SUFFERED BY HADAD. 
7. THERE WAS ALSO ONE OF SOLOMON'S OWN NATION THAT MADE AN ATTEMPT AGAINST HIM, JEROBOAM THE SON OF NEBAT, WHO HAD AN EXPECTATION OF RISING, FROM A PROPHECY THAT HAD BEEN MADE TO HIM LONG BEFORE. HE WAS LEFT A CHILD BY HIS FATHER, AND BROUGHT UP BY HIS MOTHER; AND WHEN SOLOMON SAW THAT HE WAS OF AN ACTIVE AND BOLD DISPOSITION, HE MADE HIM THE CURATOR OF THE WALLS WHICH HE BUILT ROUND ABOUT JERUSALEM; AND HE TOOK SUCH CARE OF THOSE WORKS, THAT THE KING APPROVED OF HIS BEHAVIOR, AND GAVE HIM, AS A REWARD FOR THE SAME, THE CHARGE OF THE TRIBE OF JOSEPH. AND WHEN ABOUT THAT TIME JEROBOAM WAS ONCE GOING OUT OF JERUSALEM, A PROPHET OF THE CITY SHILO, WHOSE NAME WAS AHIJAH, MET HIM AND SALUTED HIM; AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN HIM A LITTLE ASIDE TO A PLACE OUT OF THE WAY, WHERE THERE WAS NOT ONE OTHER PERSON PRESENT, HE RENT THE GARMENT HE HAD ON INTO TWELVE PIECES, AND BID JEROBOAM TAKE TEN OF THEM; AND TOLD HIM BEFOREHAND, THAT "THIS IS THE WILL OF GOD; HE WILL PART THE DOMINION OF SOLOMON, AND GIVE ONE TRIBE, WITH THAT WHICH IS NEXT IT, TO HIS SON, BECAUSE OF THE PROMISE MADE TO DAVID FOR HIS SUCCESSION, AND WILL HAVE TEN TRIBES TO THEE, BECAUSE SOLOMON HATH SINNED AGAINST HIM, AND DELIVERED UP HIMSELF TO WOMEN, AND TO THEIR GODS. SEEING THEREFORE THOU KNOWEST THE CAUSE FOR WHICH GOD HATH CHANGED HIS MIND, AND IS ALIENATED FROM SOLOMON, BE THOU 
8. SO JEROBOAM WAS ELEVATED BY THESE WORDS OF THE PROPHET; AND BEING A YOUNG MAN, OF A WARM TEMPER, AND AMBITIOUS OF GREATNESS, HE COULD NOT BE QUIET; AND WHEN HE HAD SO GREAT A CHARGE IN THE GOVERNMENT, AND CALLED TO MIND WHAT HAD BEEN REVEALED TO HIM BY AHIJAH, HE ENDEAVORED TO PERSUADE THE PEOPLE TO FORSAKE SOLOMON, TO MAKE A DISTURBANCE, AND TO BRING THE GOVERNMENT OVER TO HIMSELF. BUT WHEN SOLOMON UNDERSTOOD HIS INTENTION AND TREACHERY, HE SOUGHT TO CATCH HIM AND KILL HIM; BUT JEROBOAM WAS INFORMED OF IT BEFOREHAND, AND FLED TO SHISHAK, THE KING OF EGYPT, AND THERE, ABODE TILL THE DEATH OF SOLOMON; BY WHICH MEANS HE GAINED THESE TWO ADVANTAGES TO SUFFER NO HARM FROM SOLOMON, AND TO BE PRESERVED FOR THE KINGDOM. SO, SOLOMON DIED WHEN HE WAS ALREADY AN OLD MAN, HAVING REIGNED EIGHTY YEARS, AND LIVED NINETY-FOUR. HE WAS BURIED IN JERUSALEM, HAVING BEEN SUPERIOR TO ALL OTHER KINGS IN HAPPINESS, AND RICHES, AND WISDOM, EXCEPTING THAT WHEN HE WAS GROWING INTO YEARS HE WAS DELUDED BY WOMEN, AND TRANSGRESSED THE LAW; CONCERNING WHICH TRANSGRESSIONS, AND THE MISERIES WHICH BEFELL THE HEBREWS THEREBY, I THINK PROPER TO DISCOURSE AT ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY.
CHAPTER 8. HOW, UPON THE DEATH OF SOLOMON THE PEOPLE FORSOOK HIS SON REHOBOAM, AND ORDAINED JEROBOAM KING OVER THE TEN TRIBES. 
1. NOW WHEN SOLOMON WAS DEAD, AND HIS SON REHOBOAM (WHO WAS BORN OF AN AMNTONITE WIFE; WHOSE NAME WAS NAAMAH) HAD SUCCEEDED HIM IN THE KINGDOM, THE RULERS OF THE MULTITUDE SENT IMMEDIATELY INTO EGYPT, AND CALLED BACK JEROBOAM; AND WHEN HE WAS COME TO THEM, TO THE CITY SHETHEM, REHOBOAM CAME TO IT ALSO, FOR HE HAD RESOLVED TO DECLARE HIMSELF KING TO THE ISRAELITES WHILE THEY WERE THERE GATHERED TOGETHER. SO THE RULERS OF THE PEOPLE, AS WELL AS JEROBOAM, CAME TO HIM, AND BESOUGHT HIM, AND SAID THAT HE OUGHT TO RELAX, AND TO BE GENTLER THAN HIS FATHER, IN THE SERVITUDE HE HAD IMPOSED ON THEM, BECAUSE THEY HAD BORNE A HEAVY YOKE, AND THAT THEN THEY SHOULD BE BETTER AFFECTED TO HIM, AND BE WELL CONTENTED TO SERVE HIM UNDER HIS MODERATE GOVERNMENT, AND SHOULD DO IT MORE OUT OF LOVE THAN FEAR. BUT REHOBOAM TOLD THEM THEY SHOULD COME TO HIM AGAIN IN THREE DAYS' TIME, WHEN HE WOULD GIVE AN ANSWER TO THEIR REQUEST. THIS DELAY GAVE OCCASION TO A PRESENT SUSPICION, SINCE HE HAD NOT GIVEN THEM A FAVORABLE ANSWER TO THEIR MIND IMMEDIATELY; FOR THEY THOUGHT THAT HE SHOULD HAVE GIVEN THEM A HUMANE ANSWER OFFHAND, ESPECIALLY SINCE HE WAS BUT YOUNG. HOWEVER, THEY THOUGHT THAT THIS CONSULTATION ABOUT IT, AND THAT HE DID NOT PRESENTLY GIVE THEM A DENIAL, AFFORDED THEM SOME GOOD HOPE OF SUCCESS. 
2. REHOBOAM NOW CALLED HIS FATHER'S FRIENDS, AND ADVISED WITH THEM WHAT SORT OF ANSWER HE OUGHT TO GIVE TO THE MULTITUDE; UPON WHICH THEY GAVE HIM THE ADVICE WHICH BECAME FRIENDS, AND THOSE THAT KNEW THE TEMPER OF SUCH A MULTITUDE. THEY ADVISED HIM TO SPEAK IN A WAY MORE POPULAR THAN SUITED THE GRANDEUR OF A KING, BECAUSE HE WOULD THEREBY OBLIGE THEM TO SUBMIT TO HIM WITH GOODWILL, IT BEING MOST AGREEABLE TO SUBJECTS THAT THEIR KINGS SHOULD BE ALMOST UPON THE LEVEL WITH THEM. BUT REHOBOAM REJECTED THIS SO GOOD, AND IN GENERAL SO PROFITABLE, ADVICE, (IT WAS SUCH, AT LEAST, AT THAT TIME WHEN HE WAS TO BE MADE KING,) GOD HIMSELF, I SUPPOSE, CAUSING WHAT WAS MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO BE CONDEMNED BY HIM. SO, HE CALLED FOR THE YOUNG MEN WHO WERE BROUGHT UP WITH HIM, AND TOLD THEM WHAT ADVICE THE ELDERS HAD GIVEN HIM, AND BADE THEM SPEAK WHAT THEY THOUGHT HE OUGHT TO DO. THEY ADVISED HIM TO GIVE THE FOLLOWING ANSWER TO THE PEOPLE (FOR NEITHER THEIR YOUTH NOR GOD HIMSELF SUFFERED THEM TO DISCERN WHAT WAS BEST): THAT HIS LITTLE FINGER SHOULD BE THICKER THAN HIS FATHER'S LOINS; AND IF THEY HAD MET WITH HARD USAGE FROM HIS FATHER, THEY SHOULD EXPERIENCE MUCH ROUGHER TREATMENT FROM HIM; AND IF HIS FATHER HAD CHASTISED THEM WITH WHIPS, THEY MUST EXPECT THAT HE WOULD DO IT WITH SCORPIONS. THE KING WAS PLEASED WITH THIS ADVICE, AND THOUGHT IT AGREEABLE TO THE DIGNITY OF HIS GOVERNMENT TO GIVE THEM SUCH AN ANSWER. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN THE MULTITUDE WAS COME TOGETHER TO HEAR HIS ANSWER ON THE THIRD DAY, ALL THE PEOPLE WERE IN GREAT EXPECTATION, AND VERY INTENT TO HEAR WHAT THE KING WOULD SAY TO THEM, AND SUPPOSED THEY SHOULD HEAR SOMEWHAT OF A KIND NATURE; BUT HE PASSED BY HIS FRIENDS, AND ANSWERED AS THE YOUNG MEN HAD GIVEN HIM COUNSEL. NOW THIS WAS DONE ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD, THAT WHAT AHIJAH HAD FORETOLD MIGHT COME TO PASS. 
3. BY THESE WORDS THE PEOPLE WERE STRUCK AS IT WERE BY ALL IRON HAMMER, AND WERE SO GRIEVED AT THE WORDS, AS IF THEY HAD ALREADY FELT THE EFFECTS OF THEM; AND THEY HAD GREAT INDIGNATION AT THE KING; AND ALL CRIED OUT ALOUD, AND SAID, "WE WILL HAVE NO LONGER ANY RELATION TO DAVID OR HIS POSTERITY AFTER THIS DAY." AND THEY SAID FURTHER, "WE ONLY LEAVE TO REHOBOAM THE TEMPLE WHICH HIS FATHER BUILT;" AND THEY THREATENED TO FORSAKE HIM. NAY, THEY WERE SO BITTER, AND RETAINED THEIR WRATH SO LONG, THAT WHEN HE SENT ADORAM, WHICH WAS OVER THE TRIBUTE, THAT HE MIGHT PACIFY THEM, AND RENDER THEM MILDER, AND PERSUADE THEM TO FORGIVE HIM, IF HE HAD SAID ANY THING THAT WAS RASH OR GRIEVOUS TO THEM IN HIS YOUTH, THEY WOULD NOT HEAR IT, BUT THREW STONES AT HIM, AND KILLED HIM. WHEN REHOBOAM SAW THIS, HE THOUGHT HIMSELF AIMED AT BY THOSE STONES WITH WHICH THEY HAD KILLED HIS SERVANT, AND FEARED LEST HE SHOULD UNDERGO THE LAST OF PUNISHMENTS IN EARNEST; SO HE GOT IMMEDIATELY INTO HIS CHARIOT, AND FLED TO JERUSALEM, WHERE THE TRIBE OF JUDAH AND THAT OF BENJAMIN ORDAINED HIM KING; BUT THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE FORSOOK THE SONS OF DAVID FROM THAT DAY, AND APPOINTED JEROBOAM TO BE THE RULER OF THEIR PUBLIC AFFAIRS. UPON THIS REHOBOAM, SOLOMON'S SON, ASSEMBLED A GREAT CONGREGATION OF THOSE TWO TRIBES THAT SUBMITTED TO HIM, AND WAS READY TO TAKE A HUNDRED AND EIGHTY THOUSAND CHOSEN MEN OUT OF THE ARMY, TO MAKE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST JEROBOAM AND HIS PEOPLE, THAT HE MIGHT FORCE THEM BY WAR TO BE HIS SERVANTS; BUT HE WAS FORBIDDEN OF GOD BY THE PROPHET [SHEMAIAH] TO GO TO WAR, FOR THAT IT WAS NOT JUST THAT BRETHREN OF THE SAME COUNTRY SHOULD FIGHT ONE AGAINST ANOTHER. HE ALSO SAID THAT THIS DEFECTION OF THE MULTITUDE WAS ACCORDING TO THE PURPOSE OF GOD. SO, HE DID NOT PROCEED IN THIS EXPEDITION. AND NOW I WILL RELATE FIRST THE ACTIONS OF JEROBOAM THE KING OF ISRAEL, AFTER WHICH WE WILL RELATE WHAT ARE THEREWITH CONNECTED, THE ACTIONS OF REHOBOAM, THE KING OF THE TWO TRIBES; BY THIS MEANS WE SHALL PRESERVE THE GOOD ORDER OF THE HISTORY ENTIRE. 
4. WHEN THEREFORE JEROBOAM HAD BUILT HIM A PALACE IN THE CITY SHECHEM, HE DWELT THERE. HE ALSO BUILT HIM ANOTHER AT PENUEL, A CITY SO CALLED. AND NOW THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES WAS APPROACHING IN A LITTLE TIME, JEROBOAM CONSIDERED, THAT IF HE SHOULD PERMIT THE MULTITUDE TO GO TO WORSHIP GOD AT JERUSALEM, AND THERE TO CELEBRATE THE FESTIVAL, THEY WOULD PROBABLY REPENT OF WHAT THEY HAD DONE, AND BE ENTICED BY THE TEMPLE, AND BY THE WORSHIP OF GOD THERE PERFORMED, AND WOULD LEAVE HIM, AND RETURN TO THEIR FIRST KINGS; AND IF SO, HE SHOULD RUN THE RISK OF LOSING HIS OWN LIFE; SO HE INVENTED THIS CONTRIVANCE; HE MADE TWO GOLDEN HEIFERS, AND BUILT TWO LITTLE TEMPLES FOR THEM, THE ONE IN THE CITY BETHEL, AND THE OTHER IN DAN, WHICH LAST WAS AT THE FOUNTAINS OF THE LESSER JORDAN AND HE PUT THE HEIFERS INTO BOTH THE LITTLE TEMPLES, IN THE FORE MENTIONED CITIES. AND WHEN HE HAD CALLED THOSE TEN TRIBES TOGETHER OVER WHOM HE RULED, HE MADE A SPEECH TO THE PEOPLE IN THESE WORDS: "I SUPPOSE, MY COUNTRYMEN, THAT YOU KNOW THIS, THAT EVERY PLACE HATH GOD IN IT; NOR IS THERE ANY ONE DETERMINATE PLACE IN WHICH HE IS, BUT HE EVERY WHERE HEARS AND SEES THOSE THAT WORSHIP HIM; ON WHICH ACCOUNT I DO NOT THINK IT RIGHT FOR YOU TO GO SO LONG A JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM, WHICH IS AN ENEMY'S CITY, TO WORSHIP HIM. IT WAS A MAN THAT BUILT THE TEMPLE: I HAVE ALSO MADE TWO GOLDEN HEIFERS, DEDICATED TO THE SAME GOD; AND THE ONE OF THEM I HAVE CONSECRATED IN THE CITY BETHEL, AND THE OTHER IN DAN, TO THE END THAT THOSE OF YOU THAT DWELL NEAREST THOSE CITIES MAY GO TO THEM, AND WORSHIP GOD THERE; AND I WILL ORDAIN FOR YOU CERTAIN PRIESTS AND LEVITES FROM AMONG YOURSELVES, THAT YOU MAY HAVE NO WANT OF THE TRIBE OF LEVI, OR OF THE SONS OF AARON; BUT LET HIM THAT IS DESIROUS AMONG YOU OF BEING A PRIEST, BRING TO GOD A BULLOCK AND A RAM, WHICH THEY SAY AARON THE FIRST PRIEST BROUGHT ALSO." WHEN JEROBOAM HAD SAID THIS, HE DELUDED THE PEOPLE, AND MADE THEM TO REVOLT FROM THE WORSHIP OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND TO TRANSGRESS THEIR LAWS. THIS WAS THE BEGINNING OF MISERIES TO THE HEBREWS, AND THE CAUSE WHY THEY WERE OVERCOME IN WAR BY FOREIGNERS, AND SO FELL INTO CAPTIVITY. BUT WE SHALL RELATE THOSE THINGS IN THEIR PROPER PLACES, HEREAFTER. 
5. WHEN THE FEAST [OF TABERNACLES] WAS JUST APPROACHING, JEROBOAM WAS DESIROUS TO CELEBRATE IT HIMSELF IN BETHEL, AS DID THE TWO TRIBES CELEBRATE IT IN JERUSALEM. ACCORDINGLY, HE BUILT AN ALTAR BEFORE THE HEIFER, AND UNDERTOOK TO BE HIGH PRIEST HIMSELF. SO, HE WENT UP TO THE ALTAR, WITH HIS OWN PRIESTS ABOUT HIM; BUT WHEN HE WAS GOING TO OFFER THE SACRIFICES AND THE BURNT-OFFERINGS, IN THE SIGHT OF ALL THE PEOPLE, A PROPHET, WHOSE NAME WAS JADON, WAS SENT BY GOD, AND CAME TO HIM FROM JERUSALEM, WHO STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THE MULTITUDE, AND IN THE 'HEARING OF' THE KING, AND DIRECTING HIS DISCOURSE TO THE ALTAR, SAID THUS: GOD FORETELLS THAT THERE SHALL BE A CERTAIN MAN OF THE FAMILY OF DAVID, JOSIAH BY NAME, WHO SHALL SLAY UPON THEE THOSE FALSE PRIESTS THAT SHALL LIVE AT THAT TIME, AND UPON THEE SHALL BURN THE BONES OF THOSE DECEIVERS OF THE PEOPLE, THOSE IMPOSTORS' AND WICKED WRETCHES. HOWEVER, THAT THIS PEOPLE MAY BELIEVE THAT THESE THINGS SHALL SO COME TO PASS, I FORETELL A SIGN TO THEM THAT SHALL ALSO COME TO PASS. THIS ALTAR SHALL BE BROKEN TO PIECES IMMEDIATELY, AND ALL THE FAT OF THE SACRIFICES THAT IS UPON IT SHALL BE POURED UPON THE GROUND." WHEN THE PROPHET HAD SAID THIS, JEROBOAM FELL INTO A PASSION, AND STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND, AND BID THEM LAY HOLD OF HIM; BUT THAT HAND WHICH HE STRETCHED OUT WAS ENFEEBLED, AND HE WAS NOT ABLE TO PULL IT IN AGAIN TO HIM, FOR IT WAS BECOME WITHERED, AND HUNG DOWN, AS IF IT WERE A DEAD HAND. THE ALTAR ALSO WAS BROKEN TO PIECES, AND ALL THAT WAS UPON IT WAS POURED OUT, AS THE PROPHET HAD FORETOLD SHOULD COME TO PASS. SO, THE KING UNDERSTOOD THAT HE WAS A MAN OF VERACITY, AND HAD A DIVINE FOREKNOWLEDGE; AND ENTREATED HIM TO PRAY TO GOD THAT HE WOULD RESTORE HIS RIGHT HAND. ACCORDINGLY, THE PROPHET DID PRAY TO GOD TO GRANT HIM THAT REQUEST. SO THE KING, HAVING HIS HAND RECOVERED TO ITS NATURAL STATE, REJOICED AT IT, AND INVITED THE PROPHET TO SUP WITH HIM; BUT JADON SAID THAT HE COULD NOT ENDURE TO COME INTO HIS HOUSE, NOR TO TASTE OF BREAD OR WATER IN THIS CITY, FOR THAT WAS A THING GOD HAD FORBIDDEN HIM TO DO; AS ALSO TO GO BACK BY THE SAME WAY WHICH HE CAME, BUT HE SAID HE WAS TO RETURN BY ANOTHER WAY. SO, THE KING WONDERED AT THE ABSTINENCE OF THE MAN, BUT WAS HIMSELF IN FEAR, AS SUSPECTING A CHANGE OF HIS AFFAIRS FOR THE WORSE, FROM WHAT HAD BEEN SAID TO HIM.
CHAPTER 9. HOW JADON THE PROPHET WAS PERSUADED BY ANOTHER LYING PROPHET AND RETURNED [TO BETHEL], AND WAS AFTERWARDS SLAIN BY A LION. AS ALSO WHAT WORDS THE WICKED PROPHET MADE USE OF TO PERSUADE THE KING, AND THEREBY ALIENATED HIS MIND FROM GOD. 
1. NOW THERE WAS A CERTAIN WICKED MAN IN THAT CITY, WHO WAS A FALSE PROPHET, WHOM JEROBOAM HAD IN GREAT ESTEEM, BUT WAS DECEIVED BY HIM AND HIS FLATTERING WORDS. THIS MAN WAS BEDRID, BY REASON OR THE INFIRMITIES OF OLD AGE: HOWEVER, HE WAS INFORMED BY HIS SONS CONCERNING THE PROPHET THAT WAS COME FROM JERUSALEM, AND CONCERNING THE SIGNS DONE BY HIM; AND HOW, WHEN JEROBOAM'S RIGHT HAND HAD BEEN ENFEEBLED, AT THE PROPHET'S PRAYER HE HAD IT REVIVED AGAIN. WHEREUPON HE WAS AFRAID THAT THIS STRANGER AND PROPHET SHOULD BE IN BETTER ESTEEM WITH THE KING THAN HIMSELF, AND OBTAIN GREATER HONOR FROM HIM: AND HE GAVE ORDERS TO HIS SONS TO SADDLE HIS ASS PRESENTLY, AND MAKE ALL READY THAT HE MIGHT GO OUT. ACCORDINGLY, THEY MADE HASTE TO DO WHAT THEY WERE COMMANDED, AND HE GOT UPON THE ASS AND FOLLOWED AFTER THE PROPHET.; AND WHEN HE HAD OVERTAKEN HIM, AS HE WAS RESTING HIMSELF UNDER A VERY LARGE OAK TREE THAT WAS THICK AND SHADY, HE AT FIRST SALUTED HIM, BUT PRESENTLY HE COMPLAINED OF HIM, BECAUSE HE HAD NOT COME INTO HIS HOUSE, AND PARTAKEN OF HIS HOSPITALITY. AND WHEN THE OTHER SAID THAT GOD HAD FORBIDDEN HIM TO TASTE OF ANY ONE'S PROVISION IN THAT CITY, HE REPLIED, THAT "FOR CERTAIN GOD HAD NOT FORBIDDEN THAT I SHOULD SET FOOD BEFORE THEE, FOR I AM A PROPHET AS THOU ART, AND WORSHIP GOD IN THE SAME MANNER THAT THOU DOST; AND I AM NOW COME AS SENT BY HIM, IN ORDER TO BRING THEE INTO MY HOUSE, AND MAKE THEE MY GUEST." NOW JADON GAVE CREDIT TO THIS LYING PROPHET, AND RETURNED BACK WITH HIM. BUT WHEN THEY WERE AT DINNER, AND MERRY TOGETHER, GOD APPEARED TO JADON, AND SAID THAT HE SHOULD SUFFER PUNISHMENT FOR TRANSGRESSING HIS COMMANDS, - AND HE TOLD HIM WHAT THAT PUNISHMENT SHOULD BE FOR HE SAID THAT HE SHOULD MEET WITH A LION AS HE WAS GOING ON HIS WAY, BY WHICH LION HE SHOULD BE TORN IN PIECES, AND BE DEPRIVED OF BURIAL IN THE SEPULCHERS OF HIS FATHERS; WHICH THINGS CAME TO PASS, AS I SUPPOSE, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD, THAT SO JEROBOAM MIGHT NOT GIVE HEED TO THE WORDS OF JADON AS OF ONE THAT HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF LYING. HOWEVER, AS JADON WAS AGAIN GOING TO JERUSALEM, A LION ASSAULTED HIM, AND PULLED HIM OFF THE BEAST HE RODE ON, AND SLEW HIM; YET DID HE NOT AT ALL HURT THE ASS, BUT SAT BY HIM, AND KEPT HIM, AS ALSO THE PROPHET'S BODY. THIS CONTINUED TILL SOME TRAVELERS THAT SAW IT CAME AND TOLD IT IN THE CITY TO THE FALSE PROPHET, WHO SENT HIS SONS, AND BROUGHT THE BODY UNTO THE CITY, AND MADE A FUNERAL FOR HIM AT GREAT EXPENSE. HE ALSO CHARGED HIS SONS TO BURY HIMSELF WITH HIM AND SAID THAT ALL WHICH HE HAD FORETOLD AGAINST THAT CITY, AND THE ALTAR, AND PRIESTS, AND FALSE PROPHETS, WOULD PROVE TRUE; AND THAT IF HE WERE BURIED WITH HIM, HE SHOULD RECEIVE NO INJURIOUS TREATMENT AFTER HIS DEATH, THE BONES NOT BEING THEN TO BE DISTINGUISHED ASUNDER. BUT NOW, WHEN HE HAD PERFORMED THOSE FUNERAL RITES TO THE PROPHET, AND HAD GIVEN THAT CHARGE TO HIS SONS, AS HE WAS A WICKED AND AN IMPIOUS MAN, HE GOES TO JEROBOAM, AND SAYS TO HIM, "AND WHEREFORE IS IT NOW THAT THOU ART DISTURBED AT THE WORDS OF THIS SILLY FELLOW?" AND WHEN THE KING HAD RELATED TO HIM WHAT HAD HAPPENED ABOUT THE ALTAR, AND ABOUT HIS OWN HAND, AND GAVE HIM THE NAMES OF DIVINE MAN, AND AN EXCELLENT PROPHET, HE ENDEAVORED BY A WICKED TRICK TO WEAKEN THAT HIS OPINION; AND BY USING PLAUSIBLE WORDS CONCERNING WHAT HAD HAPPENED, HE AIMED TO INJURE THE TRUTH THAT WAS IN THEM; FOR HE ATTEMPTED TO PERSUADE HIM THAT HIS HAND WAS ENFEEBLED BY THE LABOR IT HAD UNDERGONE IN SUPPORTING THE SACRIFICES, AND THAT UPON ITS RESTING AWHILE IT RETURNED TO ITS FORMER NATURE AGAIN; AND THAT AS TO THE ALTAR, IT WAS BUT NEW, AND HAD BORNE ABUNDANCE OF SACRIFICES, AND THOSE LARGE ONES TOO, AND WAS ACCORDINGLY BROKEN TO PIECES, AND FALLEN DOWN BY THE WEIGHT OF WHAT HAD BEEN LAID UPON IT. HE ALSO INFORMED HIM OF THE DEATH OF HIM THAT HAD FORETOLD THOSE THINGS, AND HOW HE PERISHED; [WHENCE HE CONCLUDED THAT] HE HAD NOT ANY THING IN HIM OF A PROPHET, NOR SPOKE ANY THING LIKE ONE. WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN, HE PERSUADED THE KING, AND ENTIRELY ALIENATED HIS MIND FROM GOD, AND FROM DOING WORKS THAT WERE RIGHTEOUS AND HOLY, AND ENCOURAGED HIM TO GO ON IN HIS IMPIOUS PRACTICES AND ACCORDINGLY HE WAS TO THAT DEGREE INJURIOUS TO GOD, AND SO GREAT A TRANSGRESSOR, THAT HE SOUGHT FOR NOTHING ELSE EVERY DAY BUT HOW HE MIGHT BE GUILTY OF SOME NEW INSTANCES OF WICKEDNESS, AND SUCH AS SHOULD BE MORE DETESTABLE THAN WHAT HE HAD BEEN SO INSOLENT AS TO DO BEFORE. AND SO MUCH SHALL AT PRESENT SUFFICE TO HAVE SAID CONCERNING JEROBOAM.
CHAPTER 10. CONCERNING REHOBOAM, AND HOW GOD INFLICTED PUNISHMENT UPON HIM FOR HIS IMPIETY BY SHISHAK [KING OF EGYPT]. 
1. NOW REHOBOAM, THE SON OF SOLOMON, WHO, AS WE SAID BEFORE, WAS KING OF THE TWO TRIBES, BUILT STRONG AND LARGE CITIES, BETHLEHEM, AND ETARE, AND TEKOA, AND BETHZUR, AND SHOCO, AND ADULLAM, AND IPAN, AND MARESHA, AND ZIPH, AND ADORLAM, AND LACHLSH, AND AZEKAH, AND ZORAH, AND AIJALON, AND HEBRON; THESE HE BUILT FIRST OF ALL IN THE TRIBE OF JUDAH. HE ALSO BUILT OTHER LARGE CITIES IN THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, AND WALLED THEM ABOUT, AND PUT GARRISONS IN THEM ALL, AND CAPTAINS, AND A GREAT DEAL OF CORN, AND WINE, AND OIL, AND HE FURNISHED EVERY ONE OF THEM PLENTIFULLY WITH OTHER PROVISIONS THAT WERE NECESSARY FOR SUSTENANCE; MOREOVER, HE PUT THEREIN SHIELDS AND SPEARS FOR MANY TEN THOUSAND MEN. THE PRIESTS ALSO THAT WERE IN ALL ISRAEL, AND THE LEVITES, AND IF THERE WERE ANY OF THE MULTITUDE THAT WERE GOOD AND RIGHTEOUS MEN, THEY GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER TO HIM, HAVING LEFT THEIR OWN CITIES, THAT THEY MIGHT WORSHIP GOD IN JERUSALEM; FOR THEY WERE NOT WILLING TO BE FORCED TO WORSHIP THE HEIFERS WHICH JEROBOAM HAD MADE; AND THEY AUGMENTED THE KINGDOM OF REHOBOAM FOR THREE YEARS. AND AFTER HE HAD MARRIED A WOMAN OF HIS OWN KINDRED, AND HAD BY HER THREE CHILDREN BORN TO HIM, HE MARRIED ALSO ANOTHER OF HIS OWN KINDRED, WHO WAS DAUGHTER OF ABSALOM BY TAMAR, WHOSE NAME WAS MAACHAH, AND BY HER HE HAD A SON, WHOM HE NAMED ABIJAH. HE HAD MOREOVER MANY OTHER CHILDREN BY OTHER WIVES, BUT HE LOVED MAACHAH ABOVE THEM ALL. NOW HE HAD EIGHTEEN LEGITIMATE WIVES, AND THIRTY CONCUBINES; AND HE HAD BORN TO HIM TWENTY-EIGHT SONS AND THREESCORE DAUGHTERS; BUT HE APPOINTED ABIJAH, WHOM HE HAD BY MAACHAH, TO BE HIS SUCCESSOR IN THE KINGDOM, AND INTRUSTED HIM ALREADY WITH THE TREASURES AND THE STRONGEST CITIES. 
2. NOW I CANNOT BUT THINK THAT THE GREATNESS OF A KINGDOM, AND ITS CHANGE INTO PROSPERITY, OFTEN BECOME THE OCCASION OF MISCHIEF AND OF TRANSGRESSION TO MEN; FOR WHEN REHOBOAM SAW THAT HIS KINGDOM WAS SO MUCH INCREASED, HE WENT OUT OF THE RIGHT WAY UNTO UNRIGHTEOUS AND IRRELIGIOUS PRACTICES, AND HE DESPISED THE WORSHIP OF GOD, TILL THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES IMITATED HIS WICKED ACTIONS: FOR SO IT USUALLY HAPPENS, THAT THE MANNERS OF SUBJECTS ARE CORRUPTED AT THE SAME TIME WITH THOSE OF THEIR GOVERNORS, WHICH SUBJECTS THEN LAY ASIDE THEIR OWN SOBER WAY OF LIVING, AS A REPROOF OF THEIR GOVERNORS' INTEMPERATE COURSES, AND FOLLOW THEIR WICKEDNESS AS IF IT WERE VIRTUE; FOR IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO SHOW THAT MEN APPROVE OF THE ACTIONS OF THEIR KINGS, UNLESS THEY DO THE SAME ACTIONS WITH THEM. AGREEABLE WHERETO IT NOW HAPPENED TO THE SUBJECTS OF REHOBOAM; FOR WHEN HE WAS GROWN IMPIOUS, AND A TRANSGRESSOR HIMSELF, THEY ENDEAVORED NOT TO OFFEND HIM BY RESOLVING STILL TO BE RIGHTEOUS. BUT GOD SENT SHISHAK, KING OF EGYPT, TO PUNISH THEM FOR THEIR UNJUST BEHAVIOR TOWARDS HIM, CONCERNING WHOM HERODOTUS WAS MISTAKEN, AND APPLIED HIS ACTIONS TO SESOSTRIS; FOR THIS SHISHAK, IN THE FIFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF REHOBOAM, MADE AN EXPEDITION [INTO JUDEA] WITH MANY TEN THOUSAND MEN; FOR HE HAD ONE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED CHARIOTS IN NUMBER THAT FOLLOWED HIM, AND THREESCORE THOUSAND HORSEMEN, AND FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND FOOTMEN. THESE HE BROUGHT WITH HIM, AND THEY WERE THE GREATEST PART OF THEM LIBYANS AND ETHIOPIANS. NOW THEREFORE WHEN HE FELL UPON THE COUNTRY OF THE HEBREWS, HE TOOK THE STRONGEST CITIES OF REHOBOAM'S KINGDOM WITHOUT FIGHTING; AND WHEN HE HAD PUT GARRISONS IN THEM, HE CAME LAST OF ALL TO JERUSALEM. 
3. NOW WHEN REHOBOAM, AND THE MULTITUDE WITH HIM, WERE SHUT UP IN JERUSALEM BY THE MEANS OF THE ARMY OF SHISHAK, AND WHEN THEY BESOUGHT GOD TO GIVE THEM VICTORY AND DELIVERANCE, THEY COULD NOT PERSUADE GOD TO BE ON THEIR SIDE. BUT SHEMAIAH THE PROPHET TOLD THEM, THAT GOD THREATENED TO FORSAKE THEM, AS THEY HAD THEMSELVES FORSAKEN HIS WORSHIP. WHEN THEY HEARD THIS, THEY WERE IMMEDIATELY IN A CONSTERNATION OF MIND; AND SEEING NO WAY OF DELIVERANCE, THEY ALL EARNESTLY SET THEMSELVES TO CONFESS THAT GOD MIGHT JUSTLY OVERLOOK THEM, SINCE THEY HAD BEEN GUILTY OF IMPIETY TOWARDS HIM, AND HAD LET HIS LAWS LIE IN CONFUSION. SO, WHEN GOD SAW THEM IN THAT DISPOSITION, AND THAT THEY ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR SINS, HE TOLD THE PROPHET THAT HE WOULD NOT DESTROY THEM, BUT THAT HE WOULD, HOWEVER, MAKE THEM SERVANTS TO THE EGYPTIANS, THAT THEY MAY LEARN WHETHER THEY WILL SUFFER LESS BY SERVING MEN OR GOD. SO, WHEN SHISHAK HAD TAKEN THE CITY WITHOUT FIGHTING, BECAUSE REHOBOAM WAS AFRAID, AND RECEIVED HIM INTO IT, YET DID NOT SHISHAK STAND TO THE COVENANTS HE HAD MADE, BUT HE SPOILED THE TEMPLE, AND EMPTIED THE TREASURES OF GOD, AND THOSE OF THE KING, AND CARRIED OFF INNUMERABLE TEN-THOUSANDS OF GOLD AND SILVER, AND LEFT NOTHING AT ALL BEHIND HIM. HE ALSO TOOK AWAY THE BUCKLERS OF GOLD, AND THE SHIELDS, WHICH SOLOMON THE KING HAD MADE; NAY, HE DID NOT LEAVE THE GOLDEN QUIVERS WHICH DAVID HAD TAKEN FROM THE KING OF ZOBAH, AND HAD DEDICATED TO GOD; AND WHEN HE HAD THUS DONE, HE RETURNED TO HIS OWN KINGDOM. NOW HERODOTUS OF HALICARNASSUS MENTIONS THIS EXPEDITION, HAVING ONLY MISTAKEN THE KING'S NAME; AND [IN SAYING THAT] HE MADE WAR UPON MANY OTHER NATIONS ALSO, AND BROUGHT SYRIA OF PALESTINE INTO SUBJECTION, AND TOOK THE MEN THAT WERE THEREIN PRISONERS WITHOUT FIGHTING. NOW IT IS MANIFEST THAT HE INTENDED TO DECLARE THAT OUR NATION WAS SUBDUED BY HIM; FOR HE SAITH THAT HE LEFT BEHIND HIM PILLARS IN THE LAND OF THOSE THAT DELIVERED THEMSELVES UP TO HIM WITHOUT FIGHTING, AND ENGRAVED UPON THEM THE SECRET PARTS OF WOMEN. NOW OUR KING REHOBOAM DELIVERED UP OUR CITY WITHOUT FIGHTING. HE SAYS WITHAL THAT THE ETHIOPIANS LEARNED TO CIRCUMCISE THEIR PRIVY PARTS FROM THE EGYPTIANS, WITH THIS ADDITION, THAT THE PHOENICIANS AND SYRIANS THAT LIVE IN PALESTINE CONFESS THAT THEY LEARNED IT OF THE EGYPTIANS. YET IT IS EVIDENT THAT NO OTHER OF THE SYRIANS THAT LIVE IN PALESTINE, BESIDES US ALONE, ARE CIRCUMCISED. BUT AS TO SUCH MATTERS, LET EVERY ONE, SPEAK WHAT IS AGREEABLE TO HIS OWN OPINION. 
4. WHEN SHISHAK WAS GONE AWAY, KING REHOBOAM MADE BUCKLERS AND SHIELDS OF BRASS, INSTEAD OF THOSE OF GOLD, AND DELIVERED THE SAME NUMBER OF THEM TO THE KEEPERS OF THE KING'S PALACE. SO, INSTEAD OF WARLIKE EXPEDITIONS, AND THAT GLORY WHICH RESULTS FROM THOSE PUBLIC ACTIONS, HE REIGNED IN GREAT QUIETNESS, THOUGH NOT WITHOUT FEAR, AS BEING ALWAYS AN ENEMY TO JEROBOAM, AND HE DIED WHEN HE HAD LIVED FIFTY-SEVEN YEARS, AND REIGNED SEVENTEEN. HE WAS IN HIS DISPOSITION A PROUD AND A FOOLISH MAN, AND LOST [PART OF HIS] DOMINIONS BY NOT HEARKENING TO HIS FATHER'S FRIENDS. HE WAS BURIED IN JERUSALEM, IN THE SEPULCHERS OF THE KINGS; AND HIS SON ABIJAH SUCCEEDED HIM IN THE KINGDOM, AND THIS IN THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR OF JEROBOAM'S REIGN OVER THE TEN TRIBES; AND THIS WAS THE CONCLUSION OF THESE AFFAIRS. IT MUST BE NOW OUR BUSINESS TO RELATE THE AFFAIRS OF JEROBOAM, AND HOW HE ENDED HIS LIFE; FOR HE CEASED NOT NOR RESTED TO BE INJURIOUS TO GOD, BUT EVERY DAY RAISED UP ALTARS UPON HIGH MOUNTAINS, AND WENT ON MAKING PRIESTS OUT OF THE MULTITUDE. 
CHAPTER 11. CONCERNING THE DEATH OF A SON OF JEROBOAM. HOW JEROBOAM WAS BEATEN BY ABIJAH WHO DIED A LITTLE AFTERWARD AND WAS SUCCEEDED IN HIS KINGDOM BY ASA. AND ALSO, HOW, AFTER THE DEATH OF JEROBOAM, BAASHA DESTROYED HIS SON NADAB AND ALL THE HOUSE OF JEROBOAM. 
1. HOWEVER, GOD WAS IN NO LONG TIME READY TO RETURN JEROBOAM'S WICKED ACTIONS, AND THE PUNISHMENT THEY DESERVED, UPON HIS OWN HEAD, AND UPON THE HEADS OF ALL HIS HOUSE. AND WHEREAS A SOIL OF HIS LAY SICK AT THAT TIME, WHO WAS CALLED ABIJAH, HE ENJOINED HIS WIFE TO LAY ASIDE HER ROBES, AND TO TAKE THE GARMENTS BELONGING TO A PRIVATE PERSON, AND TO GO TO AHIJAH THE PROPHET, FOR THAT HE WAS A WONDERFUL MAN IN FORETELLING FUTURITIES, IT HAVING BEEN HE WHO TOLD ME THAT I SHOULD BE KING. HE ALSO ENJOINED HER, WHEN SHE CAME TO HIM, TO INQUIRE CONCERNING THE CHILD, AS IF SHE WERE A STRANGER, WHETHER HE SHOULD ESCAPE THIS DISTEMPER. SO, SHE DID AS HER HUSBAND, BADE HER, AND CHANGED HER HABIT, AND CAME TO THE CITY SHILOH, FOR THERE DID AHIJAH LIVE. AND AS SHE WAS GOING INTO HIS HOUSE, HIS EYES BEING THEN DIM WITH AGE, GOD APPEARED TO HIM, AND INFORMED HIM OF TWO THINGS; THAT THE WIFE OF JEROBOAM WAS COME TO HIM, AND WHAT ANSWER HE SHOULD MAKE TO HER INQUIRY. ACCORDINGLY, AS THE WOMAN WAS COMING INTO THE HOUSE LIKE A PRIVATE PERSON AND A STRANGER, HE CRIED OUT, "COME IN, O THOU WIFE OF JEROBOAM! WHY CONCEALEST THOU THYSELF? THOU ART NOT CONCEALED FROM GOD, WHO HATH APPEARED TO ME, AND INFORMED ME THAT THOU WAST COMING, AND HATH GIVEN ME IN COMMAND WHAT I SHALL SAY TO THEE." SO HE SAID THAT SHE SHOULD GO AWAY TO HER HUSBAND, AND SPEAK TO HIM THUS: "SINCE I MADE THEE A GREAT MAN WHEN THOU WAST LITTLE, OR RATHER WAST NOTHING, AND RENT THE KINGDOM FROM THE HOUSE OF DAVID, AND GAVE IT TO THEE, AND THOU HAST BEEN UNMINDFUL OF THESE BENEFITS, HAST LEFT OFF MY WORSHIP, HAST MADE THEE MOLTEN GODS AND HONORED THEM, I WILL IN LIKE MANNER CAST THEE DOWN AGAIN, AND WILL DESTROY ALL THY HOUSE, AND MAKE THEM FOOD FOR THE DOGS AND THE FOWLS; FOR A CERTAIN KING IS RISING UP, BY APPOINTMENT, OVER ALL THIS PEOPLE, WHO SHALL LEAVE NONE OF THE FAMILY OF JEROBOAM REMAINING. THE MULTITUDE ALSO SHALL THEMSELVES PARTAKE OF THE SAME PUNISHMENT, AND SHALL BE CAST OUT OF THIS GOOD LAND, AND SHALL BE SCATTERED INTO THE PLACES BEYOND EUPHRATES, BECAUSE THEY HAVE FOLLOWED THE WICKED PRACTICES OF THEIR KING, AND HAVE WORSHIPPED THE GODS THAT HE MADE, AND FORSAKEN MY SACRIFICES. BUT DO THOU, O WOMAN, MAKE HASTE BACK TO THY HUSBAND, AND TELL HIM THIS MESSAGE; BUT THOU SHALT THEN FIND THY SON DEAD, FOR AS THOU ENTEREST THE CITY HE SHALL DEPART THIS LIFE; YET SHALL HE BE BURIED WITH THE LAMENTATION OF ALL THE MULTITUDE, AND HONORED WITH A GENERAL MOURNING, FOR HE WAS THE ONLY PERSON OF GOODNESS OF JEROBOAM'S FAMILY." WHEN THE PROPHET HAD FORETOLD THESE EVENTS, THE WOMAN WENT HASTILY AWAY WITH A DISORDERED MIND, AND GREATLY GRIEVED AT THE DEATH OF THE FORENAMED CHILD. SO, SHE WAS IN LAMENTATION AS SHE WENT ALONG THE ROAD, AND MOURNED FOR THE DEATH OF HER SON, THAT WAS JUST AT HAND. SHE WAS INDEED IN A MISERABLE CONDITION AT THE UNAVOIDABLE MISERY OF HIS DEATH, AND WENT APACE, BUT IN CIRCUMSTANCES VERY UNFORTUNATE, BECAUSE OF HER SON: FOR THE GREATER HASTE SHE MADE, SHE WOULD THE SOONER SEE HER SON DEAD, YET WAS SHE FORCED TO MAKE SUCH HASTE ON ACCOUNT OF HER HUSBAND. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN SHE WAS COME BACK, SHE FOUND THAT THE CHILD HAD GIVEN UP THE GHOST, AS THE PROPHET HAD SAID; AND SHE RELATED ALL THE CIRCUMSTANCES TO THE KING. 
2. YET DID NOT JEROBOAM LAY ANY OF THESE THINGS TO HEART, BUT HE BROUGHT TOGETHER A VERY NUMEROUS, ARMY AND MADE A WARLIKE EXPEDITION AGAINST ABIJAH, THE SON OF REHOBOAM, WHO HAD SUCCEEDED HIS FATHER IN THE KINGDOM OF THE TWO TRIBES; FOR HE DESPISED HIM BECAUSE OF HIS AGE. BUT WHEN HE HEARD OF THE EXPEDITION OF JEROBOAM, HE WAS NOT AFFRIGHTED AT IT, BUT PROVED OF A COURAGEOUS TEMPER OF MIND, SUPERIOR BOTH TO HIS YOUTH AND TO THE HOPES OF HIS ENEMY; SO HE CHOSE HIM AN ARMY OUT OF THE TWO TRIBES, AND MET JEROBOAM AT A PLACE CALLED MOUNT ZEMARAIM, AND PITCHED HIS CAMP NEAR THE OTHER, AND PREPARED EVERYTHING NECESSARY FOR THE FIGHT. HIS ARMY CONSISTED OF FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND, BUT THE ARMY OF JEROBOAM WAS DOUBLE TO IT. NOW AS THE ARMIES STOOD IN ARRAY, READY FOR ACTION AND DANGERS, AND WERE JUST GOING TO FIGHT, ABIJAH STOOD UPON AN ELEVATED PLACE, AND BECKONING WITH HIS HAND, HE DESIRED THE MULTITUDE AND JEROBOAM HIMSELF TO HEAR FIRST WITH SILENCE WHAT HE HAD TO SAY. AND WHEN SILENCE WAS MADE, HE BEGAN TO SPEAK, AND TOLD THEM, - "GOD HAD CONSENTED THAT DAVID AND HIS POSTERITY SHOULD BE THEIR RULERS FOR ALL TIME TO COME, AND THIS YOU YOURSELVES ARE NOT UNACQUAINTED WITH; BUT I CANNOT BUT WONDER HOW YOU SHOULD FORSAKE MY FATHER, AND JOIN YOURSELVES TO HIS SERVANT JEROBOAM, AND ARE NOW HERE WITH HIM TO FIGHT AGAINST THOSE WHO, BY GOD'S OWN DETERMINATION, ARE TO REIGN, AND TO DEPRIVE THEM OF THAT DOMINION WHICH THEY HAVE STILL RETAINED; FOR AS TO THE GREATER PART OF IT, JEROBOAM IS UNJUSTLY IN POSSESSION OF IT. HOWEVER, I DO NOT SUPPOSE HE WILL ENJOY IT ANY LONGER; BUT WHEN HE HATH SUFFERED THAT PUNISHMENT WHICH GOD THINKS DUE TO HIM FOR WHAT IS PAST, HE WILL LEAVE OFF THE TRANSGRESSIONS HE HATH BEEN GUILTY OF, AND THE INJURIES HE HATH OFFERED TO HIM, AND WHICH HE HATH STILL CONTINUED TO OFFER AND HATH PERSUADED YOU TO DO THE SAME: YET WHEN YOU WERE NOT ANY FURTHER UNJUSTLY TREATED BY MY FATHER, THAN THAT HE DID NOT SPEAK TO YOU SO AS TO PLEASE YOU, AND THIS ONLY IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE ADVICE OF WICKED MEN, YOU IN ANGER FORSOOK HIM, AS YOU PRETENDED, BUT, IN REALITY, YOU WITHDREW YOURSELVES FROM GOD, AND FROM HIS LAWS, ALTHOUGH IT HAD BEEN RIGHT FOR YOU TO HAVE FORGIVEN A MAN THAT WAS YOUNG IN AGE, AND NOT USED TO GOVERN PEOPLE, NOT ONLY SOME DISAGREEABLE WORDS, BUT IF HIS YOUTH AND UNSKILLFULNESS IN AFFAIRS HAD LED HIM INTO SOME UNFORTUNATE ACTIONS, AND THAT FOR THE SAKE OF HIS FATHER SOLOMON, AND THE BENEFITS YOU RECEIVED FROM HIM; FOR MEN OUGHT TO EXCUSE THE SINS OF POSTERITY ON ACCOUNT OF THE BENEFACTIONS OF PARENT; BUT YOU CONSIDERED NOTHING OF ALL THIS THEN, NEITHER DO YOU CONSIDER IT NOW, BUT COME WITH SO GREAT AN ARMY AGAINST US. AND WHAT IS IT YOU DEPEND UPON FOR VICTORY? IS IT UPON THESE GOLDEN HEIFERS, AND THE ALTARS THAT YOU HAVE ON HIGH PLACES, WHICH ARE DEMONSTRATIONS OF YOUR IMPIETY, AND NOT OF RELIGIOUS WORSHIP? OR IS IT THE EXCEEDING MULTITUDE OF YOUR ARMY WHICH GIVES YOU SUCH GOOD HOPES? YET CERTAINLY THERE IS NO STRENGTH AT ALL IN AN ARMY OF MANY TEN THOUSANDS, WHEN THE WAR IS UNJUST; FOR WE OUGHT TO PLACE OUR SUREST HOPES OF SUCCESS AGAINST OUR ENEMIES IN RIGHTEOUSNESS ALONE, AND IN PIETY TOWARDS GOD; WHICH HOPE WE JUSTLY HAVE, SINCE WE HAVE KEPT THE LAWS FROM THE BEGINNING, AND HAVE WORSHIPPED OUR OWN GOD, WHO WAS NOT MADE BY HANDS OUT OF CORRUPTIBLE MATTER; NOR WAS HE FORMED BY A WICKED KING, IN ORDER TO DECEIVE THE MULTITUDE; BUT WHO IS HIS OWN WORKMANSHIP, AND THE BEGINNING AND END OF ALL THINGS. I THEREFORE GIVE YOU COUNSEL EVEN NOW TO REPENT, AND TO TAKE BETTER ADVICE, AND TO LEAVE OFF THE PROSECUTION OF THE WAR; TO CALL TO MIND THE LAWS OF YOUR COUNTRY, AND TO REFLECT WHAT IT HATH BEEN THAT HATH ADVANCED YOU TO SO HAPPY A STATE AS YOU ARE NOW IN." 
3. THIS WAS THE SPEECH WHICH ABIJAH MADE TO THE MULTITUDE. BUT WHILE HE WAS STILL SPEAKING JEROBOAM SENT SOME OF HIS SOLDIERS PRIVATELY TO ENCOMPASS ABIJAB ROUND ABOUT, ON CERTAIN PARTS OF THE CAMP THAT WERE NOT TAKEN NOTICE OF; AND WHEN HE WAS THUS WITHIN THE COMPASS OF THE ENEMY, HIS ARMY WAS AFFRIGHTED, AND THEIR COURAGE FAILED THEM; BUT ABIJAH ENCOURAGED THEM, AND EXHORTED THEM TO PLACE THEIR HOPES ON GOD, FOR THAT HE WAS NOT ENCOMPASSED BY THE ENEMY. SO THEY ALL AT ONCE IMPLORED THE DIVINE ASSISTANCE, WHILE THE PRIESTS SOUNDED WITH THE TRUMPET, AND THEY MADE A SHOUT, AND FELL UPON THEIR ENEMIES, AND GOD BRAKE THE COURAGE AND CAST DOWN THE FORCE OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND MADE AHIJAH'S ARMY SUPERIOR TO THEM; FOR GOD VOUCHSAFED TO GRANT THEM A WONDERFUL AND VERY FAMOUS VICTORY; AND SUCH A SLAUGHTER WAS NOW MADE OF JEROBOAM'S ARMY AS IS NEVER RECORDED TO HAVE HAPPENED IN ANY OTHER WAR, WHETHER IT WERE OF THE GREEKS OR OF THE BARBARIANS, FOR THEY OVERTHREW [AND SLEW] FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND THEY TOOK THEIR STRONGEST CITIES BY FORCE, AND SPOILED THEM; AND BESIDES THOSE, THEY DID THE SAME TO BETHEL AND HER TOWNS, AND JESHANAH AND HER TOWNS. AND AFTER THIS DEFEAT JEROBOAM NEVER RECOVERED HIMSELF DURING THE LIFE OF ABIJAH, WHO YET DID NOT LONG SURVIVE, FOR HE REIGNED BUT THREE YEARS, AND WAS BURIED IN JERUSALEM IN THE SEPULCHERS OF HIS FOREFATHERS. HE LEFT BEHIND HIM TWENTY-TWO SONS, AND SIXTEEN DAUGHTERS; AND HE HAD ALSO THOSE CHILDREN BY FOURTEEN WIVES; AND ASA HIS SON SUCCEEDED IN THE KINGDOM; AND THE YOUNG MAN'S MOTHER WAS MICHAIAH. UNDER HIS REIGN THE COUNTRY OF THE ISRAELITES ENJOYED PEACE FOR TEN YEARS. 
4. AND SO FAR, CONCERNING ABIJAH, THE SON OF REHOBOAM, THE SON OF SOLOMON, AS HIS HISTORY HATH COME DOWN TO US. BUT JEROBOAM, THE KING OF THE TEN TRIBES, DIED WHEN HE HAD GOVERNED THEM TWO AND TWENTY YEARS; WHOSE SON NADAB SUCCEEDED HIM, IN THE SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF ASA. NOW JEROBOAM'S SON GOVERNED TWO YEARS, AND RESEMBLED HIS FATHER IN IMPIETY AND WICKEDNESS. IN THESE TWO YEARS HE MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST GIBBETHON, A CITY OF THE PHILISTINES, AND CONTINUED THE SIEGE IN ORDER TO TAKE IT; BUT HE WAS CONSPIRED AGAINST WHILE HE WAS THERE BY A FRIEND OF HIS, WHOSE NAME WAS BAASHA, THE SON OF AHIJAH, AND WAS SLAIN; WHICH BAASHA TOOK THE KINGDOM AFTER THE OTHER'S DEATH, AND DESTROYED THE WHOLE HOUSE OF JEROBOAM. IT ALSO CAME TO PASS, ACCORDING AS GOD HAD FORETOLD, THAT SOME OF JEROBOAM'S KINDRED THAT DIED IN THE CITY WERE TORN TO PIECES AND DEVOURED BY DOGS, AND THAT OTHERS OF THEM THAT DIED IN THE FIELDS WERE TORN AND DEVOURED BY THE FOWLS. SO, THE HOUSE OF JEROBOAM SUFFERED THE JUST PUNISHMENT OF HIS IMPIETY, AND OF HIS WICKED ACTIONS.
CHAPTER 12. HOW ZERAH, KING OF THE ETHIOPIANS, WAS BEATEN BY ASA; AND HOW ASA, UPON BAASHA'S MAKING WAR AGAINST HIM, INVITED THE KING OF THE DAMASCENS TO ASSIST HIM; AND HOW, ON THE DESTRUCTION OF THE HOUSE OF BAASHA, ZIMRI GOT THE KINGDOM AS DID HIS SON AHAB AFTER HIM. 
1. NOW ASA, THE KING OF JERUSALEM, WAS OF AN EXCELLENT CHARACTER, AND HAD A REGARD TO GOD, AND NEITHER DID NOR DESIGNED ANY THING BUT WHAT HAD RELATION TO THE OBSERVATION OF THE LAWS. HE MADE A REFORMATION OF HIS KINGDOM, AND CUT OFF WHATSOEVER WAS WICKED THEREIN, AND PURIFIED IT FROM EVERY IMPURITY. NOW HE HAD AN ARMY OF CHOSEN MEN THAT WERE ARMED WITH TARGETS AND SPEARS; OUT OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND; AND OUT OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, THAT BORE SHIELDS AND DREW BOWS, TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND. BUT WHEN HE HAD ALREADY REIGNED TEN YEARS, ZERAH, KING OF ETHIOPIA, MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST HIM, WITH A GREAT ARMY, OF NINE HUNDRED THOUSAND FOOTMEN, AND ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND HORSEMEN, AND THREE HUNDRED CHARIOTS, AND CAME AS FAR AS MARESHAH, A CITY THAT BELONGED TO THE TRIBE OF JUDAH. NOW WHEN ZERAH HAD PASSED SO FAR WITH HIS OWN ARMY, ASA MET HIM, AND PUT HIS ARMY IN ARRAY OVER AGAINST HIM, IN A VALLEY CALLED ZEPHATHAH, NOT FAR FROM THE CITY; AND WHEN HE SAW THE MULTITUDE OF THE ETHIOPIANS, HE CRIED OUT, AND BESOUGHT GOD TO GIVE HIM THE VICTORY, AND THAT HE MIGHT KILL MANY TEN THOUSANDS OF THE ENEMY: "FOR," SAID HE, "I DEPEND ON NOTHING ELSE BUT THAT ASSISTANCE WHICH I EXPECT FROM THEE, WHICH IS ABLE TO MAKE THE FEWER SUPERIOR TO THE MORE NUMEROUS, AND THE WEAKER TO THE STRONGER; AND THENCE IT IS ALONE THAT I VENTURE TO MEET ZERAH, AND FIGHT HIM." 
2. WHILE ASA WAS SAYING THIS, GOD GAVE HIM A SIGNAL OF VICTORY, AND JOINING BATTLE CHEERFULLY ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT GOD HAD FORETOLD ABOUT IT, HE SLEW A GREAT MANY OF THE ETHIOPIANS; AND WHEN HE HAD PUT THEM TO FLIGHT, HE PURSUED THEM TO THE COUNTRY OF GERAR; AND WHEN THEY LEFT OFF KILLING THEIR ENEMIES, THEY BETOOK THEMSELVES TO SPOILING THEM, (FOR THE CITY GERAR WAS ALREADY TAKEN,) AND TO SPOILING THEIR CAMP, SO THAT THEY CARRIED OFF MUCH GOLD, AND MUCH SILVER, AND A GREAT DEAL OF [OTHER] PREY, AND CAMELS, AND GREAT CATTLE, AND FLOCKS OF SHEEP. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN ASA AND HIS ARMY HAD OBTAINED SUCH A VICTORY, AND SUCH WEALTH FROM GOD, THEY RETURNED TO JERUSALEM. NOW AS THEY WERE COMING, A PROPHET, WHOSE NAME WAS AZARIAH, MET THEM ON THE ROAD, AND BADE THEM STOP THEIR JOURNEY A LITTLE; AND BEGAN TO SAY TO THEM THUS: THAT THE REASON WHY THEY HAD OBTAINED THIS VICTORY FROM GOD WAS THIS, THAT THEY HAD SHOWED THEMSELVES RIGHTEOUS AND RELIGIOUS MEN, AND HAD DONE EVERY THING ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD; THAT THEREFORE, HE SAID, IF THEY PERSEVERED THEREIN, GOD WOULD GRANT THAT THEY SHOULD ALWAYS OVERCOME THEIR ENEMIES, AND LIVE HAPPILY; BUT THAT IF THEY LEFT OFF HIS WORSHIP, ALL THINGS SHALL FALL OUT ON THE CONTRARY; AND A TIME SHOULD COME, WHEREIN NO TRUE PROPHET SHALL BE LEFT IN YOUR WHOLE MULTITUDE, NOR A PRIEST WHO SHALL DELIVER YOU A TRUE, ANSWER FROM THE ORACLE; BUT YOUR CITIES SHALL BE OVERTHROWN, AND YOUR NATION SCATTERED OVER THE WHOLE EARTH, AND LIVE THE LIFE OF STRANGERS AND WANDERERS. SO, HE ADVISED THEM, WHILE THEY HAD TIME, TO BE GOOD, AND NOT TO DEPRIVE THEMSELVES OF THE FAVOR OF GOD. WHEN THE KING AND THE PEOPLE HEARD THIS, THEY REJOICED; AND ALL IN COMMON, AND EVERY ONE IN PARTICULAR, TOOK GREAT CARE TO BEHAVE THEMSELVES RIGHTEOUSLY. THE KING ALSO SENT SOME TO TAKE CARE THAT THOSE IN THE COUNTRY SHOULD OBSERVE THE LAWS ALSO. 
3. AND THIS WAS THE STATE OF ASA, KING OF THE TWO TRIBES. I NOW RETURN TO BAASHA, THE KING OF THE MULTITUDE OF THE ISRAELITES, WHO SLEW NADAB, THE SON OF JEROBOAM, AND RETAINED THE GOVERNMENT. HE DWELT IN THE CITY TIRZAH, HAVING MADE THAT HIS HABITATION, AND REIGNED TWENTY-FOUR YEARS. HE BECAME MORE WICKED AND IMPIOUS THAN JEROBOAM OR HIS SON. HE DID A GREAT DEAL OF MISCHIEF TO THE MULTITUDE, AND WAS INJURIOUS TO GOD, WHO SENT THE PROPHET JEHU, AND TOLD HIM BEFOREHAND THAT HIS WHOLE FAMILY SHOULD BE DESTROYED, AND THAT HE WOULD BRING THE SAME MISERIES ON HIS HOUSE WHICH HAD BROUGHT THAT OF JEROBOAM TO RUIN; BECAUSE WHEN HE HAD BEEN MADE KING BY HIM, HE HAD NOT REQUITED HIS KINDNESS, BY GOVERNING THE MULTITUDE RIGHTEOUSLY AND RELIGIOUSLY; WHICH THINGS, IN THE FIRST PLACE, TENDED TO THEIR OWN HAPPINESS, AND, IN THE NEXT PLACE, WERE PLEASING TO GOD: THAT HE HAD IMITATED THIS VERY WICKED KING JEROBOAM; AND ALTHOUGH THAT MAN'S SOUL HAD PERISHED, YET DID HE EXPRESS TO THE LIFE HIS WICKEDNESS; AND HE SAID THAT HE SHOULD THEREFORE JUSTLY EXPERIENCE THE LIKE CALAMITY WITH HIM, SINCE HE HAD BEEN GUILTY OF THE LIKE WICKEDNESS. BUT BAASHA, THOUGH HE HEARD BEFOREHAND WHAT MISERIES WOULD BEFALL HIM AND HIS WHOLE FAMILY FOR THEIR INSOLENT BEHAVIOR, YET DID NOT HE LEAVE OFF HIS WICKED PRACTICES FOR THE TIME TO COME, NOR DID HE CARE TO APPEAR OTHER THAN WORSE AND WORSE TILL HE DIED; NOR DID HE THEN REPENT OF HIS PAST ACTIONS, NOR ENDEAVOR TO OBTAIN PARDON OF GOD FOR THEM, BUT DID AS THOSE DO WHO HAVE REWARDS PROPOSED TO THEM, WHEN THEY HAVE ONCE IN EARNEST SET ABOUT THEIR WORK, THEY DO NOT LEAVE OFF THEIR LABORS; FOR THUS DID BAASHA, WHEN THE PROPHET FORETOLD TO HIM WHAT WOULD COME TO PASS, GROW WORSE, AS IF WHAT WERE THREATENED, THE PERDITION OF HIS FAMILY, AND THE DESTRUCTION OF HIS HOUSE, (WHICH ARE REALLY AMONG THE GREATEST OF EVILS,) WERE GOOD THINGS; AND, AS IF HE WERE A COMBATANT FOR WICKEDNESS, HE EVERY DAY TOOK MORE AND MORE PAINS FOR IT: AND AT LAST HE TOOK HIS ARMY AND ASSAULTED A CERTAIN CONSIDERABLE CITY CALLED RAMAH, WHICH WAS FORTY FURLONGS DISTANT FROM JERUSALEM; AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN IT, HE FORTIFIED IT, HAVING DETERMINED BEFOREHAND TO LEAVE A GARRISON IN IT, THAT THEY MIGHT THENCE MAKE EXCURSIONS, AND DO MISCHIEF TO THE KINGDOM OF ASA. 
4. WHEREUPON ASA WAS AFRAID OF THE ATTEMPTS THE ENEMY MIGHT MAKE UPON HIM; AND CONSIDERING WITH HIMSELF HOW MANY MISCHIEFS THIS ARMY THAT WAS LEFT IN RAMAH MIGHT DO TO THE COUNTRY OVER WHICH HE REIGNED, HE SENT AMBASSADORS TO THE KING OF THE DAMASCENES, WITH GOLD AND SILVER, DESIRING HIS ASSISTANCE, AND PUTTING HIM IN MIND THAT WE HAVE HAD A FRIENDSHIP TOGETHER FROM THE TIMES OF OUR FOREFATHERS. SO, HE GLADLY RECEIVED THAT SUM OF MONEY, AND MADE A LEAGUE WITH HIM, AND BROKE THE FRIENDSHIP HE HAD WITH BAASHA, AND SENT THE COMMANDERS OF HIS OWN FORCES UNTO THE CITIES THAT WERE UNDER BAASHA'S DOMINION, AND ORDERED THEM TO DO THEM MISCHIEF. SO, THEY WENT AND BURNT SOME OF THEM, AND SPOILED OTHERS; IJON, AND DAN, AND ABELMAIN AND MANY OTHERS. NOW WHEN THE KING OF ISRAEL HEARD THIS, HE LEFT OFF BUILDING AND FORTIFYING RAMAH, AND RETURNED PRESENTLY TO ASSIST HIS OWN PEOPLE UNDER THE DISTRESSES THEY WERE IN; BUT ASA MADE USE OF THE MATERIALS THAT WERE PREPARED FOR BUILDING THAT CITY, FOR BUILDING IN THE SAME PLACE TWO STRONG CITIES, THE ONE OF WHICH WAS CALLED GEBA, AND THE OTHER MIZPAH; SO THAT AFTER THIS BAASHA HAD NO LEISURE TO MAKE EXPEDITIONS AGAINST ASA, FOR HE WAS PREVENTED BY DEATH, AND WAS BURIED IN THE CITY TIRZAH; AND ELAH HIS SON TOOK THE KINGDOM, WHO, WHEN HE HAD REIGNED TWO YEARS, DIED, BEING TREACHEROUSLY SLAIN BY ZIMRI, THE CAPTAIN OF HALF HIS ARMY; FOR WHEN HE WAS AT ARZA, HIS STEWARD'S HOUSE, HE PERSUADED SOME OF THE HORSEMEN THAT WERE UNDER HIM TO ASSAULT ELAH, AND BY THAT MEANS HE SLEW HIM WHEN HE WAS WITHOUT HIS ARMED MEN AND HIS CAPTAINS, FOR THEY WERE ALL BUSIED IN THE SIEGE OF GIBBETHON, A CITY OF THE PHILISTINES. 
5. WHEN ZIMRI, THE CAPTAIN OF THE ARMY, HAD KILLED ELAH, HE TOOK THE KINGDOM HIMSELF, AND, ACCORDING TO JEHU'S PROPHECY, SLEW ALL THE HOUSE OF BAASHA; FOR IT CAME TO PASS THAT BAASHA'S HOUSE UTTERLY PERISHED, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS IMPIETY, IN THE SAME MANNER AS WE HAVE ALREADY DESCRIBED THE DESTRUCTION OF THE HOUSE OF JEROBOAM. BUT THE ARMY THAT WAS BESIEGING. GIBBETHON, WHEN THEY HEARD WHAT HAD BEFALLEN THE KING, AND THAT WHEN ZIMRI HAD KILLED HIM, HE HAD GAINED THE KINGDOM, THEY MADE OMRI THEIR GENERAL KING, WHO DREW OFF HIS ARMY FROM GIBBETHON, AND CAME TO TIRZAH, WHERE THE ROYAL PALACE WAS, AND ASSAULTED THE CITY, AND TOOK IT BY FORCE. BUT WHEN ZIMRI SAW THAT THE CITY HAD NONE TO DEFEND IT, HE FLED INTO THE INMOST PART OF THE PALACE, AND SET IT ON FIRE, AND BURNT HIMSELF WITH IT, WHEN HE HAD REIGNED ONLY SEVEN DAYS. UPON WHICH THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL WERE PRESENTLY DIVIDED, AND PART OF THEM WOULD HAVE TIBNI TO BE KING, AND PART OMRI; BUT WHEN THOSE THAT WERE FOR OMRI'S RULING HAD BEATEN TIBNI, OMRI REIGNED OVER ALL THE MULTITUDE. NOW IT WAS IN THE THIRTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF ASA THAT OMRI REIGNED FOR TWELVE YEARS; SIX OF THESE YEARS HE REIGNED IN THE CITY TIRZAH, AND THE REST IN THE CITY CALLED SEMAREON, BUT NAMED BY THE GREEKS SAMARIA; BUT HE HIMSELF CALLED IT SEMAREON, FROM SEMER, WHO SOLD HIM THE MOUNTAIN WHEREON HE BUILT IT. NOW OMRI WAS NO WAY DIFFERENT FROM THOSE KINGS THAT REIGNED BEFORE HIM, BUT THAT HE GREW WORSE THAN THEY, FOR THEY ALL SOUGHT HOW THEY MIGHT TURN THE PEOPLE AWAY FROM GOD BY THEIR DAILY WICKED PRACTICES; AND OIL THAT ACCOUNT IT WAS THAT GOD MADE ONE OF THEM TO BE SLAIN BY ANOTHER, AND THAT NO ONE PERSON OF THEIR FAMILIES SHOULD REMAIN. THIS OMRI ALSO DIED IN SAMARIA AND AHAB HIS SON SUCCEEDED HIM. 
6. NOW BY THESE EVENTS WE MAY LEARN WHAT CONCERN GOD HATH FOR THE AFFAIRS OF MANKIND, AND HOW HE LOVES GOOD MEN, AND HATES THE WICKED, AND DESTROYS THEM ROOT AND BRANCH; FOR MANY OF THESE KINGS OF ISRAEL, THEY AND THEIR FAMILIES, WERE MISERABLY DESTROYED, AND TAKEN AWAY ONE BY ANOTHER, IN A SHORT TIME, FOR THEIR TRANSGRESSION AND WICKEDNESS; BUT ASA, WHO WAS KING OF JERUSALEM, AND OF THE TWO TRIBES, ATTAINED, BY GOD'S BLESSING, A LONG AND A BLESSED OLD AGE, FOR HIS PIETY AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND DIED HAPPILY, WHEN HE HAD REIGNED FORTY AND ONE YEARS; AND WHEN HE WAS DEAD, HIS SON JEHOSHAPHAT SUCCEEDED HIM IN THE GOVERNMENT. HE WAS BORN OF ASA'S WIFE AZUBAH. AND ALL MEN ALLOWED THAT HE FOLLOWED THE WORKS OF DAVID HIS FOREFATHER, AND THIS BOTH IN COURAGE AND PIETY; BUT WE ARE NOT OBLIGED NOW TO SPEAK ANY MORE OF THE AFFAIRS OF THIS KING.
CHAPTER 13. HOW AHAB WHEN HE HAD TAKEN JEZEBEL TO WIFE BECAME MORE WICKED THAN ALL THE KINGS THAT HAD BEEN BEFORE HIM; OF THE ACTIONS OF THE PROPHET ELIJAH, AND WHAT BEFELL NABOTH. 
1. NOW AHAB THE KING OF ISRAEL DWELT IN SAMARIA, AND HELD THE GOVERNMENT FOR TWENTY-TWO YEARS; AND MADE NO ALTERATION IN THE CONDUCT OF THE KINGS THAT WERE HIS PREDECESSORS, BUT ONLY IN SUCH THINGS AS WERE OF HIS OWN INVENTION FOR THE WORSE, AND IN HIS MOST GROSS WICKEDNESS. HE IMITATED THEM IN THEIR WICKED COURSES, AND IN THEIR INJURIOUS BEHAVIOR TOWARDS GOD, AND MORE ESPECIALLY HE IMITATED THE TRANSGRESSION OF JEROBOAM; FOR HE WORSHIPPED THE HEIFERS THAT HE HAD MADE; AND HE CONTRIVED OTHER ABSURD OBJECTS OF WORSHIP BESIDES THOSE HEIFERS: HE ALSO TOOK TO WIFE THE DAUGHTER OF ETHBAAL, KING OF THE TYRIANS AND SIDONIANS, WHOSE NAME WAS JEZEBEL, OF WHOM HE LEARNED TO WORSHIP HER OWN GODS. THIS WOMAN WAS ACTIVE AND BOLD, AND FELL INTO SO GREAT A DEGREE OF IMPURITY AND MADNESS, THAT SHE BUILT A TEMPLE TO THE GOD OF THE TYRIANS, WHICH THEY CALL BELUS, AND PLANTED A GROVE OF ALL SORTS OF TREES; SHE ALSO APPOINTED PRIESTS AND FALSE PROPHETS TO THIS GOD. THE KING ALSO HIMSELF HAD MANY SUCH ABOUT HIM, AND SO EXCEEDED IN MADNESS AND WICKEDNESS ALL [THE KINGS] THAT WENT BEFORE HIM. 
2. THERE WAS NOW A PROPHET OF GOD ALMIGHTY, OF THESBON, A COUNTRY IN GILEAD, THAT CAME TO AHAB, AND SAID TO HIM, THAT GOD FORETOLD HE WOULD NOT SEND RAIN NOR DEW IN THOSE YEARS UPON THE COUNTRY BUT WHEN HE SHOULD APPEAR. AND WHEN HE HAD CONFIRMED THIS BY AN OATH, HE DEPARTED INTO THE SOUTHERN PARTS, AND MADE HIS ABODE BY A BROOK, OUT OF WHICH HE HAD WATER TO DRINK; FOR AS FOR HIS FOOD, RAVENS BROUGHT IT TO HIM EVERY DAY: BUT WHEN THAT RIVER WAS DRIED UP FOR WANT OF RAIN, HE CAME TO ZAREPHATH, A CITY NOT FAR FROM SIDON AND TYRE, FOR IT LAY BETWEEN THEM, AND THIS AT THE COMMAND OF GOD, FOR [GOD TOLD HIM] THAT HE SHOULD THERE FIND A WOMAN WHO WAS A WIDOW THAT SHOULD GIVE HIM SUSTENANCE. SO, WHEN HE WAS NOT FAR OFF THE CITY, HE SAW A WOMAN THAT LABORED WITH HER OWN HANDS, GATHERING OF STICKS: SO, GOD INFORMED HIM THAT THIS WAS THE WOMAN WHO WAS TO GIVE HIM SUSTENANCE. SO HE CAME AND SALUTED HER, AND DESIRED HER TO BRING HIM SOME WATER TO DRINK; BUT AS SHE WAS GOING SO TO DO, HE CALLED TO HER, AND WOULD HAVE HER TO BRING HIM A LOAF OF BREAD ALSO; WHEREUPON SHE AFFIRMED UPON OATH THAT SHE HAD AT HOME NOTHING MORE THAN ONE HANDFUL OF MEAL, AND A LITTLE OIL, AND THAT SHE WAS GOING TO GATHER SOME STICKS, THAT SHE MIGHT KNEAD IT, AND MAKE BREAD FOR HERSELF AND HER SON; AFTER WHICH, SHE SAID, THEY MUST PERISH, AND BE CONSUMED BY THE FAMINE, FOR THEY HAD NOTHING FOR THEMSELVES ANY LONGER. HEREUPON HE SAID, "GO ON WITH GOOD COURAGE, AND HOPE FOR BETTER THINGS; AND FIRST OF ALL, MAKE ME A LITTLE CAKE, AND BRING IT TO ME, FOR I FORETELL TO THEE THAT THIS VESSEL OF MEAL AND THIS CRUSE OF OIL SHALL NOT FAIL UNTIL GOD SEND RAIN." WHEN THE PROPHET HAD SAID THIS, SHE CAME TO HIM, AND MADE HIM THE BEFORE-NAMED CAKE; OF WHICH SHE HAD PART FOR HERSELF, AND GAVE THE REST TO HER SON, AND TO THE PROPHET ALSO; NOR DID ANY THING OF THIS FALL UNTIL THE DROUGHT CEASED. NOW MENANDER MENTIONS THIS DROUGHT IN HIS ACCOUNT OF THE ACTS OF ETHBAAL, KING OF THE TYRIANS; WHERE HE SAYS THUS: "UNDER HIM THERE WAS A WANT OF RAIN FROM THE MONTH HYPERBERETMUS TILL THE MONTH HYPERBERETMUS OF THE YEAR FOLLOWING; BUT WHEN HE MADE SUPPLICATIONS, THERE CAME GREAT THUNDERS. THIS ETHBAAL BUILT THE CITY BOTRYS IN PHOENICIA, AND THE CITY AUZA IN LIBYA." BY THESE WORDS HE DESIGNED THE WANT OF RAIN THAT WAS IN THE DAYS OF AHAB, FOR AT THAT TIME IT WAS THAT ETHBAAL ALSO REIGNED OVER THE TYRIANS, AS MENANDER INFORMS US. 
3. NOW THIS WOMAN, OF WHOM WE SPOKE BEFORE, THAT SUSTAINED THE PROPHET, WHEN HER SON WAS FALLEN INTO A DISTEMPER TILL HE GAVE UP THE GHOST, AND APPEARED TO BE DEAD, CAME TO THE PROPHET WEEPING, AND BEATING HER BREASTS WITH HER HANDS, AND SENDING OUT SUCH EXPRESSIONS AS HER PASSIONS DICTATED TO HER, AND COMPLAINED TO HIM THAT HE HAD COME TO HER TO REPROACH HER FOR HER SINS, AND THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT IT WAS THAT HER SON WAS DEAD. BUT HE BID HER BE OF GOOD CHEER, AND DELIVER HER SON TO HIM, FOR THAT HE WOULD DELIVER HIM AGAIN TO HER ALIVE. SO WHEN SHE HAD DELIVERED HER SON UP TO HIM, HE CARRIED HIM INTO AN UPPER ROOM, WHERE HE HIMSELF LODGED, AND LAID HIM DOWN UPON THE BED, AND CRIED UNTO GOD, AND SAID, THAT GOD HAD NOT DONE WELL, IN REWARDING THE WOMAN WHO HAD ENTERTAINED HIM AND SUSTAINED HIM, BY TAKING AWAY HER SON; AND HE PRAYED THAT HE WOULD SEND AGAIN THE SOUL OF THE CHILD INTO HIM, AND BRING HIM TO LIFE AGAIN. ACCORDINGLY, GOD TOOK PITY ON THE MOTHER, AND WAS WILLING TO GRATIFY THE PROPHET, THAT HE MIGHT NOT SEEM TO HAVE COME TO HER TO DO HER A MISCHIEF, AND THE CHILD, BEYOND ALL EXPECTATION, CAME TO LIFE AGAIN. SO, THE MOTHER RETURNED THE PROPHET THANKS, AND SAID SHE WAS THEN CLEARLY SATISFIED THAT GOD DID CONVERSE WITH HIM. 
4. AFTER A LITTLE WHILE ELIJAH CAME TO KING AHAB, ACCORDING TO GOD'S WILL, TO INFORM HIM THAT RAIN WAS COMING. NOW THE FAMINE HAD SEIZED UPON THE WHOLE COUNTRY, AND THERE WAS A GREAT WANT OF WHAT WAS NECESSARY FOR SUSTENANCE, INSOMUCH THAT IT WAS AFTER THE RECOVERY OF THE WIDOW'S SON OF SAREPTA, GOD SENT NOT ONLY MEN THAT WANTED IT, BUT THE EARTH ITSELF ALSO, WHICH DID NOT PRODUCE ENOUGH FOR THE HORSE AND THE OTHER BEASTS OF WHAT WAS USEFUL FOR THEM TO FEED ON, BY REASON OF THE DROUGHT. SO, THE KING CALLED FOR OBADIAH, WHO WAS STEWARD OVER HIS CATTLE, AND SAID TO HIM, THAT HE WOULD HAVE HIM GO TO THE FOUNTAINS OF WATER, AND TO THE BROOKS, THAT IF ANY HERBS COULD BE FOUND FOR THEM, THEY MIGHT MOW IT DOWN, AND RESERVE IT FOR THE BEASTS. AND WHEN HE HAD SENT PERSONS ALL OVER THE HABITABLE EARTH TO DISCOVER THE PROPHET ELIJAH, AND THEY COULD NOT FIND HIM, HE BADE OBADIAH ACCOMPANY HIM. SO, IT WAS RESOLVED THEY SHOULD MAKE A PROGRESS, AND DIVIDE THE WAYS BETWEEN THEM; AND OBADIAH TOOK ONE ROAD, AND THE KING ANOTHER. NOW IT HAPPENED THAT THE SAME TIME WHEN QUEEN JEZEBEL SLEW THE PROPHETS, THAT THIS OBADIAH HAD HIDDEN A HUNDRED PROPHETS, AND HAD FED THEM WITH NOTHING BUT BREAD AND WATER. BUT WHEN OBADIAH WAS ALONE, AND ABSENT FROM THE KING, THE PROPHET ELIJAH MET HIM; AND OBADIAH ASKED HIM WHO HE WAS; AND WHEN HE HAD LEARNED IT FROM HIM, HE WORSHIPPED HIM. ELIJAH THEN BID HIM GO TO THE KING, AND TELL HIM THAT I AM HERE READY TO WAIT ON HIM. BUT OBADIAH REPLIED, "WHAT EVIL HAVE I DONE TO THEE, THAT THOU SENDEST ME TO ONE WHO SEEKETH TO KILL THEE, AND HATH SOUGHT OVER ALL THE EARTH FOR THEE? OR WAS HE SO IGNORANT AS NOT TO KNOW THAT THE KING HAD LEFT NO PLACE UNTOUCHED UNTO WHICH HE HAD NOT SENT PERSONS TO BRING HIM BACK, IN ORDER, IF THEY COULD TAKE HIM, TO HAVE HIM PUT TO DEATH?" FOR HE TOLD HIM HE WAS AFRAID LEST GOD SHOULD APPEAR TO HIM AGAIN, AND HE SHOULD GO AWAY INTO ANOTHER PLACE; AND THAT WHEN THE KING SHOULD SEND HIM FOR ELIJAH, AND HE SHOULD MISS OF HIM, AND NOT BE ABLE TO FIND HIM ANY WHERE UPON EARTH, HE SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH. HE DESIRED HIM THEREFORE TO TAKE CARE OF HIS PRESERVATION; AND TOLD HIM HOW DILIGENTLY HE HAD PROVIDED FOR THOSE OF HIS OWN PROFESSION, AND HAD SAVED A HUNDRED PROPHETS, WHEN JEZEBEL SLEW THE REST OF THEM, AND HAD KEPT THEM CONCEALED, AND THAT THEY HAD BEEN SUSTAINED BY HIM. BUT ELIJAH BADE HIM FEAR NOTHING, BUT GO TO THE KING; AND HE ASSURED HIM UPON OATH THAT HE WOULD CERTAINLY SHOW HIMSELF TO AHAB THAT VERY DAY. 
5. SO WHEN OBADIAH HAD INFORMED THE KING THAT ELIJAH WAS THERE, AHAB MET HIM, AND ASKED HIM, IN ANGER, IF HE WERE THE MAN THAT AFFLICTED THE PEOPLE OF THE HEBREWS, AND WAS THE OCCASION OF THE DROUGHT THEY LAY UNDER? BUT ELIJAH, WITHOUT ANY FLATTERY, SAID THAT HE WAS HIMSELF THE MAN, HE AND HIS HOUSE, WHICH BROUGHT SUCH SAD AFFLICTIONS UPON THEM, AND THAT BY INTRODUCING STRANGE GODS INTO THEIR COUNTRY, AND WORSHIPPING THEM, AND BY LEAVING THEIR OWN, WHO WAS THE ONLY TRUE GOD, AND HAVING NO MANNER OF REGARD TO HIM. HOWEVER, HE BADE HIM GO HIS WAY, AND GATHER TOGETHER ALL THE PEOPLE TO HIM TO MOUNT CARMEL, WITH HIS OWN PROPHETS, AND THOSE OF HIS WIFE, TELLING HIM HOW MANY THERE WERE OF THEM, AS ALSO THE PROPHETS OF THE GROVES, ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED IN NUMBER. AND AS ALL THE MEN WHOM AHAB SENT FOR RAN AWAY TO THE FORENAMED MOUNTAIN, THE PROPHET ELIJAH STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THEM, AND SAID, "HOW LONG WILL YOU LIVE THUS IN UNCERTAINTY OF MIND AND OPINION?" HE ALSO EXHORTED THEM, THAT IN CASE THEY ESTEEMED THEIR OWN COUNTRY GOD TO BE THE TRUE AND THE ONLY GOD, THEY WOULD FOLLOW HIM AND HIS COMMANDMENTS; BUT IN CASE THEY ESTEEMED HIM TO BE NOTHING, BUT HAD AN OPINION OF THE STRANGE GODS, AND THAT THEY OUGHT TO WORSHIP THEM, HIS COUNSEL WAS, THAT THEY SHOULD FOLLOW THEM. AND WHEN THE MULTITUDE MADE NO ANSWER TO WHAT HE SAID, ELIJAH DESIRED THAT, FOR A TRIAL OF THE POWER OF THE STRANGE GODS, AND OF THEIR OWN GOD, HE, WHO WAS HIS ONLY PROPHET, WHILE THEY HAD FOUR HUNDRED, MIGHT TAKE A HEIFER AND KILL IT AS A SACRIFICE, AND LAY IT UPON PIECES OF WOOD, AND NOT KINDLE ANY FIRE, AND THAT THEY SHOULD DO THE SAME THINGS, AND CALL UPON THEIR OWN GODS TO SET THE WOOD ON FIRE; FOR IF THAT WERE DONE, THEY WOULD THENCE LEARN THE NATURE OF THE TRUE GOD. THIS PROPOSAL PLEASED THE PEOPLE. SO, ELIJAH BADE THE PROPHETS TO CHOOSE OUT A HEIFER FIRST, AND KILL IT, AND TO CALL ON THEIR GODS. BUT WHEN THERE APPEARED NO EFFECT OF THE PRAYER OR INVOCATION OF THE PROPHETS UPON THEIR SACRIFICE, ELIJAH DERIDED THEM, AND BADE THEM CALL UPON THEIR GODS WITH A LOUD VOICE, FOR THEY MIGHT EITHER BE ON A JOURNEY, OR ASLEEP; AND WHEN THESE PROPHETS HAD DONE SO FROM MORNING TILL NOON, AND CUT THEMSELVES WITH SWORDS AND LANCES, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOMS OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND HE WAS ABOUT TO OFFER HIS SACRIFICE, HE BADE [THE PROPHETS] GO AWAY, BUT BADE [THE PEOPLE] COME NEAR AND OBSERVE WHAT HE DID, LEST HE SHOULD PRIVATELY HIDE FIRE AMONG THE PIECES OF WOOD. SO, UPON THE APPROACH OF THE MULTITUDE, HE TOOK TWELVE STONES, ONE FOR EACH TRIBE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE HEBREWS, AND BUILT AN ALTAR WITH THEM, AND DUG A VERY DEEP TRENCH; AND WHEN HE HAD LAID THE PIECES OF WOOD UPON THE ALTAR, AND UPON THEM HAD LAID THE PIECES OF THE SACRIFICES, HE ORDERED THEM TO FILL FOUR BARRELS WITH THE WATER OF THE FOUNTAIN, AND TO POUR IT UPON THE ALTAR, TILL IT RAN OVER IT, AND TILL THE TRENCH WAS FILLED WITH THE WATER POURED INTO IT. WHEN HE HAD DONE THIS, HE BEGAN TO PRAY TO GOD, AND TO INVOCATE HIM TO MAKE MANIFEST HIS POWER TO A PEOPLE THAT HAD ALREADY BEEN IN AN ERROR A LONG TIME; UPON WHICH WORDS A FIRE CAME ON A SUDDEN FROM HEAVEN IN THE SIGHT OF THE MULTITUDE, AND FELL UPON THE ALTAR, AND CONSUMED THE SACRIFICE, TILL THE VERY WATER WAS SET ON FIRE, AND THE PLACE WAS BECOME DRY. 
6. NOW WHEN THE ISRAELITES SAW THIS, THEY FELL DOWN UPON THE GROUND, AND WORSHIPPED ONE GOD, AND CALLED HIM THE GREAT AND THE ONLY TRUE GOD; BUT THEY CALLED THE OTHERS MERE NAMES, FRAMED BY THE EVIL AND VILE OPINIONS OF MEN. SO, THEY CAUGHT THEIR PROPHETS, AND, AT THE COMMAND OF ELIJAH, SLEW THEM. ELIJAH ALSO SAID TO THE KING, THAT HE SHOULD GO TO DINNER WITHOUT ANY FURTHER CONCERN, FOR THAT IN A LITTLE TIME HE WOULD SEE GOD SEND THEM RAIN. ACCORDINGLY, AHAB WENT HIS WAY. BUT ELIJAH WENT UP TO THE HIGHEST TOP OF MOUNT CARMEL, AND SAT DOWN UPON THE GROUND, AND LEANED HIS HEAD UPON HIS KNEES, AND BADE HIS SERVANT GO UP TO A CERTAIN ELEVATED PLACE, AND LOOK TOWARDS THE SEA, AND WHEN HE SHOULD SEE A CLOUD RISING ANY WHERE, HE SHOULD GIVE HIM NOTICE OF IT, FOR TILL THAT TIME THE AIR HAD BEEN CLEAR. WHEN THE SERVANT HAD GONE UP, AND HAD SAID MANY TIMES THAT HE SAW NOTHING, AT THE SEVENTH TIME OF HIS GOING UP, HE SAID THAT HE SAW A SMALL BLACK THING IN THE SKY, NOT LARGER THAN A MAN'S FOOT. WHEN ELIJAH HEARD THAT, HE SENT TO AHAB, AND DESIRED HIM TO GO AWAY TO THE CITY BEFORE THE RAIN CAME DOWN. SO, HE CAME TO THE CITY JEZREEL; AND IN A LITTLE TIME, THE AIR WAS ALL OBSCURED, AND COVERED WITH CLOUDS, AND A VEHEMENT STORM OF WIND CAME UPON THE EARTH, AND WITH IT A GREAT DEAL OF RAIN; AND THE PROPHET WAS UNDER A DIVINE FURY, AND RAN ALONG WITH THE KING'S CHARIOT UNTO JEZREEL A CITY OF IZAR [ISSAACHAR]. 
7. WHEN JEZEBEL, THE WIFE OF AHAB, UNDERSTOOD WHAT SIGNS ELIJAH HAD WROUGHT, AND HOW HE HAD SLAIN HER PROPHETS, SHE WAS ANGRY, AND SENT MESSENGERS TO HIM, AND BY THEM THREATENED TO KILL HIM, AS HE HAD DESTROYED HER PROPHETS. AT THIS ELIJAH WAS AFFRIGHTED, AND FLED TO THE CITY CALLED BEERSHEBA, WHICH IS SITUATE AT THE UTMOST LIMITS OF THE COUNTRY BELONGING TO THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, TOWARDS THE LAND OF EDOM; AND THERE HE LEFT HIS SERVANT, AND WENT AWAY INTO THE DESERT. HE PRAYED ALSO THAT HE MIGHT DIE, FOR THAT HE WAS NOT BETTER THAN HIS FATHERS, NOR NEED HE BE VERY DESIROUS TO LIVE, WHEN THEY WERE DEAD; AND HE LAY AND SLEPT UNDER A CERTAIN TREE; AND WHEN SOMEBODY AWAKENED HIM, AND HE WAS RISEN UP, HE FOUND FOOD SET BY HIM AND WATER: SO WHEN HE HAD EATEN, AND RECOVERED HIS STRENGTH BY THAT HIS FOOD, HE CAME TO THAT MOUNTAIN WHICH IS CALLED SINAI, WHERE IT IS RELATED THAT MOSES RECEIVED HIS LAWS FROM GOD; AND FINDING THERE A CERTAIN HOLLOW CAVE, HE ENTERED INTO IT, AND CONTINUED TO MAKE HIS ABODE IN IT. BUT WHEN A CERTAIN VOICE CAME TO HIM, BUT FROM WHENCE HE KNEW NOT, AND ASKED HIM, WHY HE WAS COME THITHER, AND HAD LEFT THE CITY? HE SAID, THAT BECAUSE HE HAD SLAIN THE PROPHETS OF THE FOREIGN GODS, AND HAD PERSUADED THE PEOPLE THAT HE ALONE WHOM THEY HAD WORSHIPPED FROM THE BEGINNING WAS GOD, HE WAS SOUGHT FOR BY THE KING'S WIFE TO BE PUNISHED FOR SO DOING. AND WHEN HE HAD HEARD ANOTHER VOICE, TELLING HIM THAT HE SHOULD COME OUT THE NEXT DAY INTO THE OPEN AIR, AND SHOULD THEREBY KNOW WHAT HE WAS TO DO, HE CAME OUT OF THE CAVE THE NEXT DAY ACCORDINGLY, WHEN HE BOTH HEARD AN EARTHQUAKE, AND SAW THE BRIGHT SPLENDOR OF A FIRE; AND AFTER A SILENCE MADE, A DIVINE VOICE EXHORTED HIM NOT TO BE DISTURBED WITH THE CIRCUMSTANCES HE WAS IN, FOR THAT NONE OF HIS ENEMIES SHOULD HAVE POWER OVER HIM. THE VOICE ALSO COMMANDED HIM TO RETURN HOME, AND TO ORDAIN JEHU, THE SON OF NIMSHI, TO BE KING OVER THEIR OWN MULTITUDE; AND HAZAEL, OF DAMASCUS, TO BE OVER THE SYRIANS; AND ELISHA, OF THE CITY ABEL, TO BE A PROPHET IN HIS STEAD; AND THAT OF THE IMPIOUS MULTITUDE, SOME SHOULD BE SLAIN BY HAZAEL, AND OTHERS BY JEHU. SO, ELIJAH, UPON HEARING THIS CHARGE, RETURNED INTO THE LAND OF THE HEBREWS. AND WHEN HE FOUND ELISHA, THE SON OF SHAPHAT, PLOUGHING, AND CERTAIN OTHERS WITH HIM, DRIVING TWELVE, YOKE OF OXEN, HE CAME TO HIM, AND CAST HIS OWN GARMENT UPON HIM; UPON WHICH ELISHA BEGAN TO PROPHESY PRESENTLY, AND LEAVING HIS OXEN, HE FOLLOWED ELIJAH. AND WHEN HE DESIRED LEAVE TO SALUTE HIS PARENTS, ELIJAH GAVE HIM LEAVE SO TO DO; AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN HIS LEAVE OF THEM, HE FOLLOWED HIM, AND BECAME THE DISCIPLE AND THE SERVANT OF ELIJAH ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE. AND THUS, HAVE I DISPATCHED THE AFFAIRS IN WHICH THIS PROPHET WAS CONCERNED. 
8. NOW THERE WAS ONE NABOTH, OF THE CITY IZAR, [JEZREEL,] WHO HAD A FIELD ADJOINING TO THAT OF THE KING: THE KING WOULD HAVE PERSUADED HIM TO SELL HIM THAT HIS FIELD, WHICH LAY SO NEAR TO HIS OWN LANDS, AT WHAT PRICE HE PLEASED, THAT HE MIGHT JOIN THEM TOGETHER, AND MAKE THEM ONE FARM; AND IF HE WOULD NOT ACCEPT OF MONEY FOR IT, HE GAVE HIM LEAVE TO CHOOSE ANY OF HIS OTHER FIELDS IN ITS STEAD. BUT NABOTH SAID HE WOULD NOT DO SO, BUT WOULD KEEP THE POSSESSION OF THAT LAND OF HIS OWN, WHICH HE HAD BY INHERITANCE FROM HIS FATHER. UPON THIS THE KING WAS GRIEVED, AS IF HE HAD RECEIVED AN INJURY, WHEN HE COULD NOT GET ANOTHER MAN'S POSSESSION, AND HE WOULD NEITHER WASH HIMSELF, NOR TAKE ANY FOOD: AND WHEN JEZEBEL ASKED HIM WHAT IT WAS THAT TROUBLED HIM, AND WHY HE WOULD NEITHER WASH HIMSELF, NOR EAT EITHER DINNER OR SUPPER, HE RELATED TO HER THE PERVERSENESS OF NABOTH, AND HOW, WHEN HE HAD MADE USE OF GENTLE WORDS TO HIM, AND SUCH AS WERE BENEATH THE ROYAL AUTHORITY, HE HAD BEEN AFFRONTED, AND HAD NOT OBTAINED WHAT HE DESIRED. HOWEVER, SHE PERSUADED HIM NOT TO BE CAST DOWN AT THIS ACCIDENT, BUT TO LEAVE OFF HIS GRIEF, AND RETURN TO THE USUAL CARE OF HIS BODY, FOR THAT SHE WOULD TAKE CARE TO HAVE NABOTH PUNISHED; AND SHE IMMEDIATELY SENT LETTERS TO THE RULERS OF THE ISRAELITES [JEZREELITES] IN AHAB'S NAME, AND COMMANDED THEM TO FAST AND TO ASSEMBLE A CONGREGATION, AND TO SET NABOTH AT THE HEAD OF THEM, BECAUSE HE WAS OF AN ILLUSTRIOUS FAMILY, AND TO HAVE THREE BOLD MEN READY TO BEAR WITNESS THAT HE HAD BLASPHEMED GOD AND THE KING, AND THEN TO STONE HIM, AND SLAY HIM IN THAT MANNER. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN NABOTH HAD BEEN THUS TESTIFIED AGAINST, AS THE QUEEN HAD WRITTEN TO THEM, THAT HE HAD BLASPHEMED AGAINST GOD AND AHAB THE KING, SHE DESIRED HIM TO TAKE POSSESSION OF NABOTH'S VINEYARD ON FREE COST. SO, AHAB WAS GLAD AT WHAT HAD BEEN DONE, AND ROSE UP IMMEDIATELY FROM THE BED WHEREON HE LAY TO GO TO SEE NABOTH'S VINEYARD; BUT GOD HAD GREAT INDIGNATION AT IT, AND SENT ELIJAH THE PROPHET TO THE FIELD OF NABOTH, TO SPEAK TO AHAB, AND TO SAY TO HIM, THAT HE HAD SLAIN THE TRUE OWNER OF THAT FIELD UNJUSTLY. AND AS SOON AS HE CAME TO HIM, AND THE KING HAD SAID THAT HE MIGHT DO WITH HIM WHAT HE PLEASED, (FOR HE THOUGHT IT A REPROACH TO HIM TO BE THUS CAUGHT IN HIS SIN,) ELIJAH SAID, THAT IN THAT VERY PLACE IN WHICH THE DEAD BODY OF NABOTH WAS EATEN BY DOGS BOTH HIS OWN BLOOD AND THAT OF HIS WIFE'S SHOULD BE SHED, AND THAT ALL HIS FAMILY SHOULD PERISH, BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN SO INSOLENTLY WICKED, AND HAD SLAIN A CITIZEN UNJUSTLY, AND CONTRARY TO THE LAWS OF HIS COUNTRY. HEREUPON AHAB BEGAN TO BE SORRY FOR THE THINGS HE HAD DONE, AND TO REPENT OF THEM; AND HE PUT ON SACKCLOTH, AND WENT BAREFOOT AND WOULD NOT TOUCH ANY FOOD; HE ALSO CONFESSED HIS SINS, AND ENDEAVORED THUS TO APPEASE GOD. BUT GOD SAID TO THE PROPHET, THAT WHILE AHAB WAS LIVING, HE WOULD PUT OFF THE PUNISHMENT OF HIS FAMILY, BECAUSE HE REPENTED OF THOSE INSOLENT CRIMES, HE HAD BEEN GUILTY OF, BUT THAT STILL HE WOULD FULFILL HIS THREATENING UNDER AHAB'S SON, WHICH MESSAGE THE PROPHET DELIVERED TO THE KING.
CHAPTER 14. HOW HADAD KING OF DAMASCUS AND OF SYRIA, MADE TWO EXPEDITIONS AGAINST AHAB AND WAS BEATEN. 
1. WHEN THE AFFAIRS OF AHAB WERE THUS, AT THAT VERY TIME THE SON OF HADAD, [BENHADAD,] WHO WAS KING OF THE SYRIANS AND OF DAMASCUS, GOT TOGETHER AN ARMY OUT OF ALL HIS COUNTRY, AND PROCURED THIRTY-TWO KINGS BEYOND EUPHRATES TO BE HIS AUXILIARIES: SO HE MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST AHAB; BUT BECAUSE AHAB'S ARMY WAS NOT LIKE THAT OF BENHADAD, HE DID NOT SET IT IN ARRAY TO FIGHT HIM, BUT HAVING SHUT UP EVERY THING THAT WAS IN THE COUNTRY IN THE STRONGEST CITIES HE HAD, HE ABODE IN SAMARIA HIMSELF, FOR THE WALLS ABOUT IT WERE VERY STRONG, AND IT APPEARED TO BE NOT EASILY TO BE TAKEN IN OTHER RESPECTS ALSO. SO, THE KING OF SYRIA TOOK HIS ARMY WITH HIM, AND CAME TO SAMARIA, AND PLACED HIS ARMY ROUND ABOUT THE CITY, AND BESIEGED IT. HE ALSO SENT A HERALD TO AHAB, AND DESIRED HE WOULD ADMIT THE AMBASSADORS HE WOULD SEND HIM, BY WHOM HE WOULD LET HIM KNOW HIS PLEASURE. SO, UPON THE KING OF ISRAEL'S PERMISSION FOR HIM TO SEND, THOSE AMBASSADOR'S CAME, AND BY THEIR KING'S COMMAND SPOKE THUS: THAT AHAB'S RICHES, AND HIS CHILDREN, AND HIS WIVES WERE BENHADAD'S, AND IF HE WOULD MAKE AN AGREEMENT, AND GIVE HIM LEAVE TO TAKE AS MUCH OF WHAT HE HAD AS HE PLEASED, HE WOULD WITHDRAW HIS ARMY, AND LEAVE OFF THE SIEGE. UPON THIS AHAB BADE THE AMBASSADORS TO GO BACK, AND TELL THEIR KING, THAT BOTH HE HIMSELF AND ALL THAT HE HATH ARE HIS POSSESSIONS. AND WHEN THESE AMBASSADORS HAD TOLD THIS TO BERTHADAD, HE SENT TO HIM AGAIN, AND DESIRED, SINCE HE CONFESSED THAT ALL HE HAD WAS HIS, THAT HE WOULD ADMIT THOSE SERVANTS OF HIS WHICH HE SHOULD SEND THE NEXT DAY; AND HE COMMANDED HIM TO DELIVER TO THOSE WHOM HE SHOULD SEND WHATSOEVER, UPON THEIR SEARCHING HIS PALACE, AND THE HOUSES OF HIS FRIENDS AND KINDRED, THEY SHOULD FIND TO BE EXCELLENT IN ITS KIND, BUT THAT WHAT DID NOT PLEASE THEM THEY SHOULD LEAVE TO HIM. AT THIS SECOND EMBASSAGE OF THE KING OF SYRIA, AHAB WAS SURPRISED, AND GATHERED TOGETHER THE MULTITUDE TO A CONGREGATION, AND TOLD THEM THAT, FOR HIMSELF, HE WAS READY, FOR THEIR SAFETY AND PEACE, TO GIVE UP HIS OWN WIVES AND CHILDREN TO THE ENEMY, AND TO YIELD TO HIM ALL HIS OWN POSSESSIONS, FOR THAT WAS WHAT THE SYRIAN KING REQUIRED AT HIS FIRST EMBASSAGE; BUT THAT NOW HE DESIRES TO SEND HIS SERVANTS TO SEARCH ALL THEIR HOUSES, AND IN THEM TO LEAVE NOTHING THAT IS EXCELLENT IN ITS KIND, SEEKING AN OCCASION OF FIGHTING AGAINST HIM, "AS KNOWING THAT I WOULD NOT SPARE WHAT IS MINE OWN FOR YOUR SAKES, BUT TAKING A HANDLE FROM THE DISAGREEABLE TERMS HE OFFERS CONCERNING YOU TO BRING A WAR UPON US; HOWEVER, I WILL DO WHAT YOU SHALL RESOLVE IS FIT TO BE DONE." BUT THE MULTITUDE ADVISED HIM TO HEARKEN TO NONE OF HIS PROPOSALS, BUT TO DESPISE HIM, AND BE IN READINESS TO FIGHT HIM. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN HE HAD GIVEN THE AMBASSADORS THIS ANSWER TO BE REPORTED, THAT HE STILL CONTINUED IN THE MIND TO COMPLY WITH WHAT TERMS HE AT FIRST DESIRED, FOR THE SAFETY OF THE CITIZENS; BUT AS FOR HIS SECOND DESIRES, HE CANNOT SUBMIT TO THEM, - HE DISMISSED THEM. 
2. NOW WHEN BENHADAD HEARD THIS, HE HAD INDIGNATION, AND SENT AMBASSADORS TO AHAB THE THIRD TIME, AND THREATENED THAT HIS ARMY WOULD RAISE A BANK HIGHER THAN THOSE WALLS, IN CONFIDENCE OF WHOSE STRENGTH HE DESPISED HIM, AND THAT BY ONLY EACH MAN OF HIS ARMY TAKING A HANDFUL OF EARTH; HEREBY MAKING A SHOW OF THE GREAT NUMBER OF HIS ARMY, AND AIMING TO AFFRIGHT HIM. AHAB ANSWERED, THAT HE OUGHT NOT TO VAUNT HIMSELF WHEN HE HAD ONLY PUT ON HIS ARMOR, BUT WHEN HE SHOULD HAVE CONQUERED HIS ENEMIES IN THE BATTLE. SO THE AMBASSADORS CAME BACK, AND FOUND THE KING AT SUPPER WITH HIS THIRTY-TWO KINGS, AND INFORMED HIM OF AHAB'S ANSWER; WHO THEN IMMEDIATELY GAVE ORDER FOR PROCEEDING THUS: TO MAKE LINES ROUND THE CITY, AND RAISE A BULWARK, AND TO PROSECUTE THE SIEGE ALL MANNER OF WAYS. NOW, AS THIS WAS DOING, AHAB WAS IN A GREAT AGONY, AND ALL HIS PEOPLE WITH HIM; BUT HE TOOK COURAGE, AND WAS FREED FROM HIS FEARS, UPON A CERTAIN PROPHET COMING TO HIM, AND SAYING TO HIM, THAT GOD HAD PROMISED TO SUBDUE SO MANY TEN-THOUSANDS OF HIS ENEMIES UNDER HIM. AND WHEN HE INQUIRED BY WHOSE MEANS THE VICTORY WAS TO BE OBTAINED, BE SAID," BY THE SONS OF THE PRINCES; BUT UNDER THY CONDUCT AS THEIR LEADER, BY REASON OF THEIR UNSKILLFULNESS [IN WAR]." UPON WHICH HE CALLED FOR THE SONS OF THE PRINCES, AND FOUND THEM TO BE TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY-TWO PERSONS. SO, WHEN HE WAS INFORMED THAT THE KING OF SYRIA HAD BETAKEN HIMSELF TO FEASTING AND REPOSE, HE OPENED THE GATES, AND SENT OUT THE PRINCES' SONS. NOW WHEN THE SENTINELS TOLD BENHADAD OF IT, HE SENT SOME TO MEET THEM, AND COMMANDED THEM, THAT IF THESE MEN WERE COME OUT FOR FIGHTING, THEY SHOULD BIND THEM, AND BRING THEM TO HIM; AND THAT IF THEY CAME OUT PEACEABLY, THEY SHOULD DO THE SAME. NOW AHAB HAD ANOTHER ARMY READY WITHIN THE WALLS, BUT THE SONS OF THE PRINCES FELL UPON THE OUTGUARD, AND SLEW MANY OF THEM, AND PURSUED THE REST OF THEM TO THE CAMP; AND WHEN THE KING OF ISRAEL SAW THAT THESE HAD THE UPPER HAND, HE SENT OUT ALL THE REST OF HIS ARMY, WHICH, FALLING SUDDENLY UPON THE SYRIANS, BEAT THEM, FOR THEY DID NOT THINK THEY WOULD HAVE COME OUT; ON WHICH ACCOUNT IT WAS THAT THEY ASSAULTED THEM WHEN THEY WERE NAKED AND DRUNK, INSOMUCH THAT THEY LEFT ALL THEIR ARMOR BEHIND THEM WHEN THEY FLED OUT OF THE CAMP, AND THE KING HIMSELF ESCAPED WITH DIFFICULTY, BY FLEEING AWAY ON HORSEBACK. BUT AHAB WENT A GREAT WAY IN PURSUIT OF THE SYRIANS; AND WHEN HE HAD SPOILED THEIR CAMP, WHICH CONTAINED A GREAT DEAL OF WEALTH, AND MOREOVER A LARGE QUANTITY OF GOLD AND SILVER, HE TOOK BENHADAD'S CHARIOTS AND HORSES, AND RETURNED TO THE CITY; BUT AS THE PROPHET TOLD HIM HE OUGHT TO HAVE HIS ARMY READY, BECAUSE THE SYRIAN KING WOULD MAKE ANOTHER EXPEDITION AGAINST HIM THE NEXT YEAR, AHAB WAS BUSY IN MAKING PROVISION FOR IT ACCORDINGLY. 
3. NOW BENHADAD, WHEN HE HAD SAVED HIMSELF, AND AS MUCH OF HIS ARMY AS HE COULD, OUT OF THE BATTLE, HE CONSULTED WITH HIS FRIENDS HOW HE MIGHT MAKE ANOTHER EXPEDITION AGAINST THE ISRAELITES. NOW THOSE FRIENDS ADVISED HIM NOT TO FIGHT WITH THEM ON THE HILLS, BECAUSE THEIR GOD WAS POTENT IN SUCH PLACES, AND THENCE IT HAD COME TO PASS THAT THEY HAD VERY LATELY BEEN BEATEN; BUT THEY SAID, THAT IF THEY JOINED BATTLE WITH THEM IN THE PLAIN, THEY SHOULD BEAT THEM. THEY ALSO GAVE HIM THIS FURTHER ADVICE, TO SEND HOME THOSE KINGS WHOM HE HAD BROUGHT AS HIS AUXILIARIES, BUT TO RETAIN THEIR ARMY, AND TO SET CAPTAINS OVER IT INSTEAD OF THE KINGS, AND TO RAISE AN ARMY OUT OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND LET THEM BE IN THE PLACE OF THE FORMER WHO PERISHED IN THE BATTLE, TOGETHER WITH HORSES AND CHARIOTS. SO, HE JUDGED THEIR COUNSEL TO BE GOOD, AND ACTED ACCORDING TO IT IN THE MANAGEMENT OF THE ARMY. 
4. AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SPRING, BENHADAD TOOK HIS ARMY WITH HIM, AND LED IT AGAINST THE HEBREWS; AND WHEN HE WAS COME TO A CERTAIN CITY WHICH WAS CALLED APHEK, HE PITCHED HIS CAMP IN THE GREAT PLAIN. AHAB ALSO WENT TO MEET HIM WITH HIS ARMY, AND PITCHED HIS CAMP OVER AGAINST HIM, ALTHOUGH HIS ARMY WAS A VERY SMALL ONE, IF IT WERE COMPARED WITH THE ENEMY'S; BUT THE PROPHET CAME AGAIN TO HIM, AND TOLD HIM, THAT GOD WOULD GIVE HIM THE VICTORY, THAT HE MIGHT DEMONSTRATE HIS OWN POWER TO BE, NOT ONLY ON THE MOUNTAINS, BUT ON THE PLAINS ALSO; WHICH IT SEEMS WAS CONTRARY TO THE OPINION OF THE SYRIANS. SO THEY LAY QUIET IN THEIR CAMP SEVEN DAYS; BUT ON THE LAST OF THOSE DAYS, WHEN THE ENEMIES CAME OUT OF THEIR CAMP, AND PUT THEMSELVES IN ARRAY IN ORDER TO FIGHT, AHAB ALSO BROUGHT OUT HIS OWN ARMY; AND WHEN THE BATTLE WAS JOINED, AND THEY FOUGHT VALIANTLY, HE PUT THE ENEMY TO FLIGHT, AND PURSUED THEM, AND PRESSED UPON THEM, AND SLEW THEM; NAY, THEY WERE DESTROYED BY THEIR OWN CHARIOTS, AND BY ONE ANOTHER; NOR COULD ANY MORE THAN A FEW OF THEM ESCAPE TO THEIR OWN CITY APHEK, WHO WERE ALSO KILLED BY THE WALLS FALLING UPON THEM, BEING IN NUMBER TWENTY-SEVEN THOUSAND. NOW THERE WERE SLAIN IN THIS BATTLE A HUNDRED THOUSAND MORE; BUT BENHADAD, THE KING OF THE SYRIANS, FLED AWAY, WITH CERTAIN OTHERS OF HIS MOST FAITHFUL SERVANTS, AND HID HIMSELF IN A CELLAR UNDER GROUND; AND WHEN THESE TOLD HIM THAT THE KINGS OF ISRAEL WERE HUMANE AND MERCIFUL MEN, AND THAT THEY MIGHT MAKE USE OF THE USUAL MANNER OF SUPPLICATION, AND OBTAIN DELIVERANCE FROM AHAB, IN CASE HE WOULD GIVE THEM LEAVE TO GO TO HIM, HE GAVE THEM LEAVE ACCORDINGLY. SO, THEY CAME TO AHAB, CLOTHED IN SACKCLOTH, WITH ROPES ABOUT THEIR HEADS, (FOR THIS WAS THE ANCIENT MANNER OF SUPPLICATION AMONG THE SYRIANS,) AND SAID, THAT BENHADAD DESIRED HE WOULD SAVE HIM, AND THAT HE WOULD EVER BE A SERVANT TO HIM FOR THAT FAVOR. AHAB REPLIED HE WAS GLAD THAT HE WAS ALIVE, AND NOT HURT IN THE BATTLE; AND HE FURTHER PROMISED HIM THE SAME HONOR AND KINDNESS THAT A MAN WOULD SHOW TO HIS BROTHER. SO, THEY RECEIVED ASSURANCES UPON OATH FROM HIM, THAT WHEN HE CAME TO HIM, HE SHOULD RECEIVE NO HARM FROM HIM, AND THEN WENT AND BROUGHT HIM OUT OF THE CELLAR WHEREIN HE WAS, HID, AND BROUGHT HIM TO AHAB AS HE SAT IN HIS CHARIOT. SO BENHADAD WORSHIPPED HIM; AND AHAB GAVE HIM HIS HAND, AND MADE HIM COME UP TO HIM INTO HIS CHARIOT, AND KISSED HIM, AND BID HIM BE OF GOOD CHEER, AND NOT TO EXPECT THAT ANY MISCHIEF SHOULD BE DONE TO HIM. SO BERTHADAD RETURNED HIM THANKS, AND PROFESSED THAT HE WOULD REMEMBER HIS KINDNESS TO HIM ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE; AND PROMISED HE WOULD RESTORE THOSE CITIES OF THE ISRAELITES WHICH THE FORMER KINGS HAD TAKEN FROM THEM, AND GRANT THAT HE SHOULD HAVE LEAVE TO COME TO DAMASCUS, AS HIS FOREFATHERS HAD TO COME TO SAMARIA. SO THEY CONFIRMED THEIR COVENANT BY OATHS, AND AHAB MADE HIM MANY PRESENTS, AND SENT HIM BACK TO HIS OWN KINGDOM. AND THIS WAS THE CONCLUSION OF THE WAR THAT BENHADAD MADE AGAINST AHAB AND THE ISRAELITES. 
5. BUT A CERTAIN PROPHET, WHOSE NAME WAS MICAIAH, CAME TO ONE OF THE ISRAELITES, AND BID HIM SMITE HIM ON THE HEAD, FOR BY SO DOING HE WOULD PLEASE GOD; BUT WHEN HE WOULD NOT DO SO, HE FORETOLD TO HIM, THAT SINCE HE DISOBEYED THE COMMANDS OF GOD, HE SHOULD MEET WITH A LION, AND BE DESTROYED BY HIM. WHEN THAT SAD ACCIDENT HAD BEFALLEN THE MAN, THE PROPHET CAME AGAIN TO ANOTHER, AND GAVE HIM THE SAME INJUNCTION; SO HE SMOTE HIM, AND WOUNDED HIS SKULL; UPON WHICH HE BOUND UP HIS HEAD, AND CAME TO THE KING, AND TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD BEEN A SOLDIER OF HIS, AND HAD THE CUSTODY OF ONE OF THE PRISONERS COMMITTED TO HIM BY AN OFFICER, AND THAT THE PRISONER BEING RUN AWAY, HE WAS IN DANGER OF LOSING HIS OWN LIFE BY THE MEANS OF THAT OFFICER, WHO HAD THREATENED HIM, THAT IF THE PRISONER ESCAPED HE WOULD KILL HIM. AND WHEN AHAB HAD SAID THAT HE WOULD JUSTLY DIE, HE TOOK OFF THE BINDING ABOUT HIS HEAD, AND WAS KNOWN BY THE KING TO BE MICAIAH THE PROPHET, WHO MADE USE OF THIS ARTIFICE AS A PRELUDE TO HIS FOLLOWING WORDS; FOR HE SAID THAT GOD WOULD PUNISH HIM WHO HAD SUFFERED BENHADAD, A BLASPHEMER AGAINST HIM, TO ESCAPE PUNISHMENT; AND THAT HE WOULD SO BRING IT ABOUT, THAT HE SHOULD DIE BY THE OTHER'S MEANS AND HIS PEOPLE BY THE OTHER'S ARMY. UPON WHICH AHAB WAS VERY ANGRY AT THE PROPHET, AND GAVE COMMANDMENT THAT HE SHOULD BE PUT IN PRISON, AND THERE KEPT; BUT FOR HIMSELF, HE WAS IN CONFUSION AT THE WORDS OF MICAIAH, AND RETURNED TO HIS OWN HOUSE.
CHAPTER 15. CONCERNING JEHOSHAPHAT, THE KING OF JERUSALEM AND HOW AHAB MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE SYRIANS AND WAS ASSISTED THEREIN BY JEHOSHAPHAT, BUT WAS HIMSELF OVERCOME IN BATTLE AND PERISHED THEREIN. 
1. AND THESE WERE THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH AHAB WAS. BUT I NOW RETURN TO JEHOSHAPHAT, THE KING OF JERUSALEM, WHO, WHEN HE HAD AUGMENTED HIS KINGDOM, HAD SET GARRISONS IN THE CITIES OF THE COUNTRIES BELONGING TO HIS SUBJECTS, AND HAD PUT SUCH GARRISONS NO LESS INTO THOSE CITIES WHICH WERE TAKEN OUT OF THE TRIBE OF EPHRAIM BY HIS GRANDFATHER ABIJAH, WHEN JEROBOAM REIGNED OVER THE TEN TRIBES [THAN HE DID INTO THE OTHER]. BUT THEN HE HAD GOD FAVORABLE AND ASSISTING TO HIM, AS BEING BOTH RIGHTEOUS AND RELIGIOUS, AND SEEKING TO DO SOMEWHAT EVERY DAY THAT SHOULD BE AGREEABLE AND ACCEPTABLE TO GOD. THE KINGS ALSO THAT WERE ROUND ABOUT HIM HONORED HIM WITH THE PRESENTS THEY MADE HIM, TILL THE RICHES THAT HE HAD ACQUIRED WERE IMMENSELY GREAT, AND THE GLORY HE HAD GAINED WAS OF A MOST EXALTED NATURE. 
2. NOW, IN THE THIRD YEAR OF THIS REIGN, HE CALLED TOGETHER THE RULERS OF THE COUNTRY, AND THE PRIESTS, AND COMMANDED THEM TO GO [A] ROUND THE LAND, AND TEACH ALL THE PEOPLE THAT WERE UNDER HIM, CITY BY CITY, THE LAWS OF MOSES, AND TO KEEP THEM, AND TO BE DILIGENT IN THE WORSHIP OF GOD. WITH THIS THE WHOLE MULTITUDE WAS SO PLEASED, THAT THEY WERE NOT SO EAGERLY SET UPON OR AFFECTED WITH ANY THING SO MUCH AS THE OBSERVATION OF THE LAWS. THE NEIGHBORING NATIONS ALSO CONTINUED TO LOVE JEHOSHAPHAT, AND TO BE AT PEACE WITH HIM. THE PHILISTINES PAID THEIR APPOINTED TRIBUTE, AND THE ARABIANS SUPPLIED HIM EVERY YEAR WITH THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY LAMBS, AND AS MANY KIDS OF THE GOATS. HE ALSO FORTIFIED THE GREAT CITIES, WHICH WERE MANY IN NUMBER, AND OF GREAT CONSEQUENCE. HE PREPARED ALSO A MIGHTY ARMY OF SOLDIERS AND WEAPONS AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES. NOW THE ARMY OF MEN THAT WORE THEIR ARMOR, WAS THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, OF WHOM ADNAH WAS THE CHIEF; BUT JOHN WAS CHIEF OF TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND. THE SAME MAN WAS CHIEF OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, AND HAD TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND ARCHERS UNDER HIM. THERE WAS ANOTHER CHIEF, WHOSE NAME WAS JEHOZABAD, WHO HAD A HUNDRED AND FOURSCORE-THOUSAND ARMED MEN. THIS MULTITUDE WAS DISTRIBUTED TO HE READY FOR THE KING'S SERVICE, BESIDES THOSE WHOM HE SENT TO THE BEST FORTIFIED CITIES. 
3. JEHOSHAPHAT TOOK FOR HIS SON JEHORAM TO WIFE THE DAUGHTER OF AHAB, THE KING OF THE TEN TRIBES, WHOSE NAME WAS ATHALIAH. AND WHEN, AFTER SOME TIME, HE WENT TO SAMARIA, AHAB RECEIVED HIM COURTEOUSLY, AND TREATED THE ARMY THAT FOLLOWED HIM IN A SPLENDID MANNER, WITH GREAT PLENTY OF CORN AND WINE, AND OF SLAIN BEASTS; AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD JOIN WITH HIM IN HIS WAR AGAINST THE KING OF SYRIA, THAT HE MIGHT RECOVER FROM HIM THE CITY RAMOTH, IN GILEAD; FOR THOUGH IT HAD BELONGED TO HIS FATHER, YET HAD THE KING OF SYRIA'S FATHER TAKEN IT AWAY FROM HIM; AND UPON JEHOSHAPHAT'S PROMISE TO AFFORD HIM HIS ASSISTANCE, (FOR INDEED HIS ARMY WAS NOT INFERIOR TO THE OTHER,) AND HIS SENDING FOR HIS ARMY FROM JERUSALEM TO SAMARIA, THE TWO KINGS WENT OUT OF THE CITY, AND EACH OF THEM SAT ON HIS OWN THRONE, AND EACH GAVE THEIR ORDERS TO THEIR SEVERAL ARMIES. NOW JEHOSHAPHAT BID THEM CALL SOME OF THE PROPHETS, IF THERE WERE ANY THERE, AND INQUIRE OF THEM CONCERNING THIS EXPEDITION AGAINST THE KING OF SYRIA, WHETHER THEY WOULD GIVE THEM COUNSEL TO MAKE THAT EXPEDITION AT THIS TIME, FOR THERE WAS PEACE AT THAT TIME BETWEEN AHAB AND THE KING OF SYRIA, WHICH HAD LASTED THREE YEARS, FROM THE TIME HE HAD TAKEN HIM CAPTIVE TILL THAT DAY. 
4. SO AHAB CALLED HIS OWN PROPHETS, BEING IN NUMBER ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED, AND BID THEM INQUIRE OF GOD WHETHER HE WOULD GRANT HIM THE VICTORY, IF HE MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST BENHADAD, AND ENABLE HIM TO OVERTHROW THAT CITY, FOR WHOSE SAKE IT WAS THAT HE WAS GOING TO WAR. NOW THESE PROPHETS GAVE THEIR COUNSEL FOR MAKING THIS EXPEDITION, AND SAID THAT HE WOULD BEAT THE KING OF SYRIA, AND, AS FORMERLY, WOULD REDUCE HIM UNDER HIS POWER. BUT JEHOSHAPHAT, UNDERSTANDING BY THEIR WORDS THAT THEY WERE FALSE PROPHETS, ASKED AHAB WHETHER THERE, WERE NOT SOME OTHER PROPHET, AND HE BELONGING TO THE TRUE GOD, THAT WE MAY HAVE SURER INFORMATION CONCERNING FUTURITIES. HEREUPON AHAB SAID THERE WAS INDEED SUCH A ONE, BUT THAT HE HATED HIM, AS HAVING PROPHESIED EVIL TO HIM, AND HAVING FORETOLD THAT HE SHOULD BE OVERCOME AND SLAIN BY THE KING OF SYRIA, AND THAT FOR THIS CAUSE, HE HAD HIM NOW IN PRISON, AND THAT HIS NAME WAS MICAIAH, THE SON OF IMLAH. BUT UPON JEHOSHAPHAT'S DESIRE THAT HE MIGHT BE PRODUCED, AHAB SENT A EUNUCH, WHO BROUGHT MICAIAH TO HIM. NOW THE EUNUCH HAD INFORMED HIM BY THE WAY, THAT ALL THE OTHER PROPHETS HAD FORETOLD THAT THE KING SHOULD GAIN THE VICTORY; BUT HE SAID, THAT IT WAS NOT LAWFUL FOR HIM TO LIE AGAINST GOD, BUT THAT HE MUST SPEAK WHAT HE SHOULD SAY TO HIM ABOUT THE KING, WHATSOEVER IT WERE, WHEN HE CAME TO AHAB, AND HE HAD ADJURED HIM UPON OATH TO SPEAK THE TRUTH TO HIM, HE SAID THAT GOD HAD SHOWN TO HIM THE ISRAELITES RUNNING AWAY, AND PURSUED BY THE SYRIANS, AND DISPERSED UPON THE MOUNTAINS BY THEM, AS FLOCKS OF SHEEP ARE DISPERSED WHEN THEIR SHEPHERD IS SLAIN. HE SAID FURTHER, THAT GOD SIGNIFIED TO HIM, THAT THOSE ISRAELITES SHOULD RETURN IN PEACE TO THEIR OWN HOME, AND THAT HE ONLY SHOULD FALL IN THE BATTLE. WHEN MICALAB HAD THUS SPOKEN, AHAB SAID TO JEHOSHAPHAT, "I TOLD THEE A LITTLE WHILE AGO THE DISPOSITION OF THE MAN WITH REGARD TO ME, AND THAT HE USES TO PROPHESY EVIL TO ME." UPON WHICH MICAIAH REPLIED, THAT HE OUGHT TO HEAR ALL, WHATSOEVER IT BE, THAT GOD FORETELLS; AND THAT IN PARTICULAR, THEY WERE FALSE PROPHETS THAT ENCOURAGED HIM TO MAKE THIS WAR IN HOPE OF VICTORY, WHEREAS HE MUST FIGHT AND BE KILLED. WHEREUPON THE KING WAS IN SUSPENSE WITH HIMSELF: BUT ZEDEKIAH, ONE OF THOSE FALSE PROPHETS, CAME NEAR, AND EXHORTED HIM NOT TO HEARKEN TO MICAIAH, FOR HE DID NOT AT ALL SPEAK TRUTH; AS A DEMONSTRATION OF WHICH HE INSTANCED IN WHAT ELIJAH HAD SAID, WHO WAS A BETTER PROPHET IN FORETELLING FUTURITIES THAN MICAIAH FOR HE FORETOLD THAT THE DOGS SHOULD LICK HIS BLOOD IN THE CITY OF JEZREEL, IN THE FIELD OF NABOTH, AS THEY LICKED THE BLOOD OF NABOTH, WHO BY HIS MEANS WAS THERE STONED TO DEATH BY THE MULTITUDE; THAT THEREFORE IT WAS PLAIN THAT THIS MICALAB WAS A LIAR, AS CONTRADICTING A GREATER PROPHET THAN HIMSELF, AND SAYING THAT HE SHOULD BE SLAIN AT THREE DAYS' JOURNEY DISTANCE: "AND [SAID HE] YOU SHALL SOON KNOW WHETHER HE BE A TRUE PROPHET, AND HATH THE POWER OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT; FOR I WILL SMITE HIM, AND LET HIM THEN HURT MY HAND, AS JADON CAUSED THE HAND OF JEROBOAM THE KING TO WITHER WHEN HE WOULD HAVE CAUGHT HIM; FOR I SUPPOSE THOU HAST CERTAINLY HEARD OF THAT ACCIDENT." SO WHEN, UPON HIS SMITING MICAIAH, NO HARM HAPPENED TO HIM, AHAB TOOK COURAGE, AND READILY LED HIS ARMY AGAINST THE KING OF SYRIA; FOR, AS I SUPPOSE, FATE WAS TOO HARD FOR HIM, AND MADE HIM BELIEVE THAT THE FALSE PROPHETS SPOKE TRUER THAN THE TRUE ONE, THAT IT MIGHT TAKE AN OCCASION OF BRINGING HIM TO HIS END. HOWEVER, ZEDEKIAH MADE HORNS OF IRON, AND SAID TO AHAB, THAT GOD MADE THOSE HORNS SIGNALS, THAT BY THEM HE SHOULD OVERTHROW ALL SYRIA. BUT MICAIAH REPLIED, THAT ZEDEKIAH, IN A FEW DAYS, SHOULD GO FROM ONE SECRET CHAMBER TO ANOTHER TO HIDE HIMSELF, THAT HE MIGHT ESCAPE THE PUNISHMENT OF HIS LYING. THEN DID THE KING GIVE ORDERS THAT THEY SHOULD TAKE MICAIAH AWAY, AND GUARD HIM TO AMON, THE GOVERNOR OF THE CITY, AND TO GIVE HIM NOTHING BUT BREAD AND WATER. 
5. THEN DID AHAB, AND JEHOSHAPHAT THE KING OF JERUSALEM, TAKE THEIR FORCES, AND MARCHED TO RAMOTH A CITY OF GILEAD; AND WHEN THE KING OF SYRIA HEARD OF THIS EXPEDITION, HE BROUGHT OUT HIS ARMY TO OPPOSE THEM, AND PITCHED HIS CAMP NOT FAR FROM RAMOTH. NOW AHALX AND JEHOSHAPHAT HAD AGREED THAT AHAB SHOULD LAY ASIDE HIS ROYAL ROBES, BUT THAT THE KING OF JERUSALEM SHOULD PUT ON HIS [AHAB'S] PROPER HABIT, AND STAND BEFORE THE ARMY, IN ORDER TO DISPROVE, BY THIS ARTIFICE, WHAT MICAIAH HAD FORETOLD. BUT AHAB'S FATE FOUND HIM OUT WITHOUT HIS ROBES; FOR BENHADAD, THE KING OF ASSYRIA, HAD CHARGED HIS ARMY, BY THE MEANS OF THEIR COMMANDERS, TO KILL NOBODY ELSE BUT ONLY THE KING OF ISRAEL. SO WHEN THE SYRIANS, UPON THEIR JOINING BATTLE WITH THE ISRAELITES, SAW JEHOSHAPHAT STAND BEFORE THE ARMY, AND CONJECTURED THAT HE WAS AHAB, THEY FELL VIOLENTLY UPON HIM, AND ENCOMPASSED HIM ROUND; BUT WHEN THEY WERE NEAR, AND KNEW THAT IT WAS NOT HE, THEY ALL RETURNED BACK; AND WHILE THE FIGHT LASTED FROM THE MORNING TILL LATE IN THE EVENING, AND THE SYRIANS WERE CONQUERORS, THEY KILLED NOBODY, AS THEIR KING HAD COMMANDED THEM. AND WHEN THEY SOUGHT TO KILL AHAB ALONE, BUT COULD NOT FIND HIM, THERE WAS A YOUNG NOBLEMAN BELONGING TO KING BENHADAD, WHOSE NAME WAS NAAMAN; HE DREW HIS BOW AGAINST THE ENEMY, AND WOUNDED THE KING THROUGH HIS BREASTPLATE, IN HIS LUNGS. UPON THIS AHAB RESOLVED NOT TO MAKE HIS MISCHANCE KNOWN TO HIS ARMY, LEST THEY SHOULD RUN AWAY; BUT HE BID THE DRIVER OF HIS CHARIOT TO TURN IT BACK, AND CARRY HIM OUT OF THE BATTLE, BECAUSE HE WAS SORELY AND MORTALLY WOUNDED. HOWEVER, HE SAT IN HIS CHARIOT AND ENDURED THE PAIN TILL SUNSET, AND THEN HE FAINTED AWAY AND DIED. 
6. AND NOW THE SYRIAN ARMY, UPON THE COMING ON OF THE NIGHT, RETIRED TO THEIR CAMP; AND WHEN THE HERALD BELONGING TO THE CAMP GAVE NOTICE THAT AHAB WAS DEAD, THEY RETURNED HOME; AND THEY TOOK THE DEAD BODY OF AHAB TO SAMARIA, AND BURIED IT THERE; BUT WHEN THEY HAD WASHED HIS CHARIOT IN THE FOUNTAIN OF JEZREEL, WHICH WAS BLOODY WITH THE DEAD BODY OF THE KING, THEY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE PROPHECY OF ELIJAH WAS TRUE, FOR THE DOGS LICKED HIS BLOOD, AND THE HARLOTS CONTINUED AFTERWARDS TO WASH THEMSELVES IN THAT FOUNTAIN; BUT STILL HE DIED AT RAMOTH, AS MICAIAH HAD FORETOLD. AND AS WHAT THINGS WERE FORETOLD SHOULD HAPPEN TO AHAB BY THE TWO PROPHETS CAME TO PASS, WE OUGHT THENCE TO HAVE HIGH NOTIONS OF GOD, AND EVERY WHERE TO HONOR AND WORSHIP HIM, AND NEVER TO SUPPOSE THAT WHAT IS PLEASANT AND AGREEABLE IS WORTHY OF BELIEF BEFORE WHAT IS TRUE, AND TO ESTEEM NOTHING MORE ADVANTAGEOUS THAN THE GIFT OF PROPHECY AND THAT FOREKNOWLEDGE OF FUTURE EVENTS WHICH IS DERIVED FROM IT, SINCE GOD SHOWS MEN THEREBY WHAT WE OUGHT TO AVOID. WE MAY ALSO GUESS, FROM WHAT HAPPENED TO THIS KING, AND HAVE REASON TO CONSIDER THE POWER OF FATE; THAT THERE IS NO WAY OF AVOIDING IT, EVEN WHEN WE KNOW IT. IT CREEPS UPON HUMAN SOULS, AND FLATTERS THEM WITH PLEASING HOPES, TILL IT LEADS THEM ABOUT TO THE PLACE WHERE IT WILL BE TOO HARD FOR THEM. ACCORDINGLY, AHAB APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN DECEIVED THEREBY, TILL HE DISBELIEVED THOSE THAT FORETOLD HIS DEFEAT; BUT, BY GIVING CREDIT TO SUCH AS FORETOLD WHAT WAS GRATEFUL TO HIM, WAS SLAIN, AND HIS SON AHAZIAH SUCCEEDED HIM.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK IX
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SEVEN YEARS FROM THE DEATH OF AHAB TO THE CAPTIVITY OF THE TEN TRIBES
 
CHAPTER 1. CONCERNING JEHOSHAPHAT AGAIN; HOW HE CONSTITUTED JUDGES AND, BY GOD'S ASSISTANCE OVERCAME HIS ENEMIES. 
1. WHEN JEHOSHAPHAT THE KING WAS COME TO JERUSALEM, FROM THE ASSISTANCE HE HAD AFFORDED AHAB, THE KING OF ISRAEL, WHEN HE FOUGHT WITH BENHADAD, KING OF SYRIA, THE PROPHET JEHU MET HIM, AND ACCUSED HIM FOR ASSISTING AHAB, A MAN BOTH IMPIOUS AND WICKED; AND SAID TO HIM, THAT GOD WAS DISPLEASED WITH HIM FOR SO DOING, BUT THAT HE DELIVERED HIM FROM THE ENEMY, NOTWITHSTANDING HE HAD SINNED, BECAUSE OF HIS OWN PROPER DISPOSITION, WHICH WAS GOOD. WHEREUPON THE KING BETOOK HIMSELF TO THANKSGIVINGS AND SACRIFICES TO GOD; AFTER WHICH HE PRESENTLY WENT OVER ALL THAT COUNTRY WHICH HE RULED ROUND ABOUT, AND TAUGHT THE PEOPLE, AS WELL THE LAWS WHICH GOD GAVE THEM BY MOSES, AS THAT RELIGIOUS WORSHIP THAT WAS DUE TO HIM. HE ALSO CONSTITUTED JUDGES IN EVERY ONE OF THE CITIES OF HIS KINGDOM; AND CHARGED THEM TO HAVE REGARD TO NOTHING SO MUCH IN JUDGING THE MULTITUDE AS TO DO JUSTICE, AND NOT TO BE MOVED BY BRIBES, NOR BY THE DIGNITY OF MEN EMINENT FOR EITHER THEIR RICHES OR THEIR HIGH BIRTH, BUT TO DISTRIBUTE JUSTICE EQUALLY TO ALL, AS KNOWING THAT GOD IS CONSCIOUS OF EVERY SECRET ACTION OF THEIRS. WHEN HE HAD HIMSELF INSTRUCTED THEM THUS, AND GONE OVER EVERY CITY OF THE TWO TRIBES, HE RETURNED TO JERUSALEM. HE THERE ALSO CONSTITUTED JUDGES OUT OF THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, AND PRINCIPAL PERSONS OF THE MULTITUDE, AND ADMONISHED THEM TO PASS ALL THEIR SENTENCES WITH CARE AND JUSTICE AND THAT IF ANY OF THE PEOPLE OF HIS COUNTRY HAD DIFFERENCES OF GREAT CONSEQUENCE, THEY SHOULD SEND THEM OUT OF THE OTHER CITIES TO THESE JUDGES, WHO WOULD BE OBLIGED TO GIVE RIGHTEOUS SENTENCES CONCERNING SUCH CAUSES; AND THIS WITH THE GREATER CARE, BECAUSE IT IS PROPER THAT THE SENTENCES WHICH ARE GIVEN IN THAT CITY WHEREIN THE TEMPLE OF GOD IS, AND WHEREIN THE KING DWELLS, BE GIVEN WITH GREAT CARE AND THE UTMOST JUSTICE. NOW HE SET OVER THEM AMARIAH THE PRIEST, AND ZEBADIAH, [BOTH] OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH; AND AFTER THIS MANNER IT WAS THAT THE KING ORDERED THESE AFFAIRS. 
2. ABOUT THE SAME TIME THE MOABITES AND AMMONITES MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST JEHOSHAPHAT, AND TOOK WITH THEM A GREAT BODY OF ARABIANS, AND PITCHED THEIR CAMP AT ENGEDI, A CITY THAT IS SITUATE AT THE LAKE ASPHALTIRIS, AND DISTANT THREE HUNDRED FURLONGS FROM JERUSALEM. IN THAT PLACE GROWS THE BEST KIND OF PALM TREES, AND THE OPOBALSAMUM. NOW JEHOSHAPHAT HEARD THAT THE ENEMIES HAD PASSED OVER THE LAKE, AND HAD MADE AN IRRUPTION INTO THAT COUNTRY WHICH BELONGED TO HIS KINGDOM; AT WHICH NEWS HE WAS AFFRIGHTED, AND CALLED THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM TO A CONGREGATION IN THE TEMPLE, AND STANDING OVER AGAINST THE TEMPLE ITSELF, HE CALLED UPON GOD TO AFFORD HIM POWER AND STRENGTH, SO AS TO INFLICT PUNISHMENT ON THOSE THAT MADE THIS EXPEDITION AGAINST THEM (FOR THAT THOSE WHO BUILT THIS HIS TEMPLE HAD PRAYED, THAT HE WOULD PROTECT THAT CITY, AND TAKE VENGEANCE ON THOSE THAT WERE SO BOLD AS TO COME AGAINST IT); FOR THEY ARE COME TO TAKE FROM US THAT LAND WHICH THOU HAST GIVEN US FOR A POSSESSION. WHEN HE HAD PRAYED THUS, HE FELL INTO TEARS; AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE, TOGETHER WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, MADE THEIR SUPPLICATIONS ALSO: UPON WHICH A CERTAIN PROPHET, JAHAZIEL BY NAME, CAME INTO THE MIDST OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND CRIED OUT, AND SPOKE BOTH TO THE MULTITUDE AND TO THE KING, THAT GOD HEARD THEIR PRAYERS, AND PROMISED TO FIGHT AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES. HE ALSO GAVE ORDER THAT THE KING SHOULD DRAW HIS FORCES OUT THE NEXT DAY, FOR THAT HE SHOULD FIND THEM BETWEEN JERUSALEM AND THE ASCENT OF ENGEDI, AT A PLACE CALLED THE EMINENCE, AND THAT HE SHOULD NOT FIGHT AGAINST THEM, BUT ONLY STAND STILL, AND SEE HOW GOD WOULD FIGHT AGAINST THEM. WHEN THE PROPHET HAD SAID THIS, BOTH THE KING AND THE MULTITUDE FELL UPON THEIR FACES, AND GAVE THANKS TO GOD, AND WORSHIPPED HIM; AND THE LEVITES CONTINUED SINGING HYMNS TO GOD WITH THEIR INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC. 
3. AS SOON AS IT WAS DAY, AND THE KING WAS COME INTO THAT WILDERNESS WHICH IS UNDER THE CITY OF TEKOA, HE SAID TO THE MULTITUDE, "THAT THEY OUGHT TO GIVE CREDIT TO WHAT THE PROPHET HAD SAID, AND NOT TO SET THEMSELVES IN ARRAY FOR FIGHTING; BUT TO SET THE PRIESTS WITH THEIR TRUMPETS, AND THE LEVITES WITH THE SINGERS OF HYMNS, TO GIVE THANKS TO GOD, AS HAVING ALREADY DELIVERED OUR COUNTRY FROM OUR ENEMIES." THIS OPINION OF THE KING PLEASED [THE PEOPLE], AND THEY DID WHAT HE ADVISED THEM TO DO. SO, GOD CAUSED A TERROR AND A COMMOTION TO ARISE AMONG THE AMMONITES, WHO THOUGHT ONE ANOTHER TO BE ENEMIES, AND SLEW ONE ANOTHER, INSOMUCH THAT NOT ONE MAN OUT OF SO GREAT AN ARMY ESCAPED; AND WHEN JEHOSHAPHAT LOOKED UPON THAT VALLEY WHEREIN THEIR ENEMIES HAD BEEN ENCAMPED, AND SAW IT FULL OF DEAD MEN, HE REJOICED AT SO SURPRISING AN EVENT, AS WAS THIS ASSISTANCE OF GOD, WHILE HE HIMSELF BY HIS OWN POWER, AND WITHOUT THEIR LABOR, HAD GIVEN THEM THE VICTORY. HE ALSO GAVE HIS ARMY LEAVE TO TAKE THE PREY OF THE ENEMY'S CAMP, AND TO SPOIL THEIR DEAD BODIES; AND INDEED SO THEY DID FOR THREE DAYS TOGETHER, TILL THEY WERE WEARY, SO GREAT WAS THE NUMBER OF THE SLAIN; AND ON THE FOURTH DAY, ALL THE PEOPLE WERE GATHERED TOGETHER UNTO A CERTAIN HOLLOW PLACE OR VALLEY, AND BLESSED GOD FOR HIS POWER AND ASSISTANCE, FROM WHICH THE PLACE HAD THIS NAME GIVEN IT, THE VALLEY OF [BERACHAH, OR] BLESSING. 
4. AND WHEN THE KING HAD BROUGHT HIS ARMY BACK TO JERUSALEM, HE BETOOK HIMSELF TO CELEBRATE FESTIVALS, AND OFFER SACRIFICES, AND THIS FOR MANY DAYS. AND INDEED, AFTER THIS DESTRUCTION OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND WHEN IT CAME TO THE EARS OF THE FOREIGN NATIONS, THEY WERE ALL GREATLY AFTRIGHTED, AS SUPPOSING THAT GOD WOULD OPENLY FIGHT FOR HIM HEREAFTER. SO JEHOSHAPHAT FROM THAT TIME LIVED IN GREAT GLORY AND SPLENDOR, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HIS PIETY TOWARDS GOD. HE WAS ALSO IN FRIENDSHIP WITH AHAB'S SON, WHO WAS KING OF ISRAEL; AND HE JOINED WITH HIM IN THE BUILDING OF SHIPS THAT WERE TO SAIL TO PONTUS, AND THE TRAFFIC CITIES OF THRACE BUT HE FAILED OF HIS GAINS, FOR THE SHIPS WERE DESTROYED BY BEING SO GREAT [AND UNWIELDY]; ON WHICH ACCOUNT HE WAS NO LONGER CONCERNED ABOUT SHIPPING. AND THIS IS THE HISTORY OF JEHOSHAPHAT, THE KING OF JERUSALEM. 
CHAPTER 2. CONCERNING AHAZIAH; THE KING OF ISRAEL; AND AGAIN, CONCERNING THE PROPHET ELIJAH. 
1. AND NOW AHAZIAH, THE SON OF AHAB, REIGNED OVER ISRAEL, AND MADE HIS ABODE IN SAMARIA. HE WAS A WICKED MAN, AND IN ALL RESPECTS LIKE TO BOTH HIS PARENTS AND TO JEROBOAM, WHO FIRST OF ALL TRANSGRESSED, AND BEGAN TO DECEIVE THE PEOPLE. IN THE SECOND YEAR OF HIS REIGN, THE KING OF MOAB FELL OFF FROM HIS OBEDIENCE, AND LEFT OFF PAYING THOSE TRIBUTES WHICH HE BEFORE PAID TO HIS FATHER AHAB. NOW IT HAPPENED THAT AHAZIAH, AS HE WAS COMING DOWN FROM THE TOP OF HIS HOUSE, FELL DOWN FROM IT, AND IN HIS SICKNESS SENT TO THE FLY, WHICH WAS THE GOD OF EKRON, FOR THAT WAS THIS GOD'S NAME, TO INQUIRE ABOUT HIS RECOVERY BUT THE GOD OF THE HEBREWS APPEARED TO ELIJAH THE PROPHET, AND COMMANDED HIM TO GO AND MEET THE MESSENGERS THAT WERE SENT, AND TO ASK THEM, WHETHER THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL HAD POT A GOD OF THEIR OWN, THAT THE KING SENT TO A FOREIGN GOD TO INQUIRE ABOUT HIS RECOVERY? AND TO BID THEM RETURN AND TELL THE KING THAT HE WOULD NOT ESCAPE THIS DISEASE. AND WHEN ELIJAH HAD PERFORMED WHAT GOD HAD COMMANDED HIM, AND THE MESSENGERS HAD HEARD WHAT HE SAID, THEY RETURNED TO THE KING IMMEDIATELY; AND WHEN THE KING WONDERED HOW THEY COULD RETURN SO SOON, AND ASKED THEM THE REASON OF IT, THEY SAID THAT A CERTAIN MAN MET THEM, AND FORBADE THEM TO GO ON ANY FARTHER; BUT TO RETURN AND TELL THEE, FROM THE COMMAND OF THE GOD OF ISRAEL, THAT THIS DISEASE WILL HAVE A BAD END. AND WHEN THE KING BID THEM DESCRIBE THE MAN THAT SAID THIS TO THEM, THEY REPLIED THAT HE WAS A HAIRY MAN, AND WAS GIRT ABOUT WITH A GIRDLE OF LEATHER. SO THE KING UNDERSTOOD BY THIS THAT THE MAN WHO WAS DESCRIBED BY THE MESSENGERS WAS ELIJAH; WHEREUPON HE SENT A CAPTAIN TO HIM, WITH FIFTY SOLDIERS, AND COMMANDED THEM TO BRING ELIJAH TO HIM; AND WHEN THE CAPTAIN THAT WAS SENT FOUND ELIJAH SITTING UPON THE TOP OF A HILL, HE COMMANDED HIM TO COME DOWN, AND TO COME TO THE KING, FOR SO HAD HE ENJOINED; BUT THAT IN CASE HE REFUSED, THEY WOULD CARRY HIM BY FORCE. ELIJAH SAID TO HIM, "THAT YOU MAY HAVE A TRIAL WHETHER I BE A TRUE PROPHET, I WILL PRAY THAT FIRE MAY FALL FROM HEAVEN, AND DESTROY BOTH THE SOLDIERS AND YOURSELF." SO, HE PRAYED, AND A WHIRLWIND OF FIRE FELL [FROM HEAVEN], AND DESTROYED THE CAPTAIN, AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM. AND WHEN THE KING WAS INFORMED OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THESE MEN, HE WAS VERY ANGRY, AND SENT ANOTHER CAPTAIN WITH THE LIKE NUMBER OF ARMED MEN THAT WERE SENT BEFORE. AND WHEN THIS CAPTAIN ALSO THREATENED THE PROPHET, THAT UNLESS HE CAME DOWN OF HIS OWN ACCORD, HE WOULD TAKE HIM AND CARRY HIM AWAY, UPON HIS PRAYER AGAINST HIM, THE FIRE [FROM HEAVEN] SLEW THIS CAPTAIN AS WELL THE OTHER. AND WHEN, UPON INQUIRY, THE KING WAS INFORMED OF WHAT HAPPENED TO HIM, HE SENT OUT A THIRD CAPTAIN. BUT WHEN THIS CAPTAIN, WHO WAS A WISE MAN, AND OF A MILD DISPOSITION, CAME TO THE PLACE WHERE ELIJAH HAPPENED TO BE, AND SPOKE CIVILLY TO HIM; AND SAID THAT HE KNEW THAT IT WAS WITHOUT HIS OWN CONSENT, AND ONLY IN SUBMISSION TO THE KING'S COMMAND THAT HE CAME TO HIM; AND THAT THOSE THAT CAME BEFORE DID NOT COME WILLINGLY, BUT ON THE SAME ACCOUNT; - HE THEREFORE DESIRED HIM TO HAVE PITY ON THOSE ARMED MEN THAT WERE WITH HIM, AND THAT HE WOULD COME DOWN AND FOLLOW HIM TO THE KING. SO, ELIJAH ACCEPTED OF HIS DISCREET WORDS AND COURTEOUS BEHAVIOR, AND CAME DOWN AND FOLLOWED HIM. AND WHEN HE CAME TO THE KING, HE PROPHESIED TO HIM AND TOLD HIM THAT GOD SAID, "SINCE THOU HAST DESPISED HIM AS NOT BEING GOD, AND SO UNABLE TO FORETELL THE TRUTH ABOUT THY DISTEMPER, BUT HAST SENT TO THE GOD OF EKRON TO INQUIRE OF HIM WHAT WILL BE THE END OF THIS THY DISTEMPER, KNOW THIS, THAT THOU SHALT DIE." 
2. ACCORDINGLY THE KING IN A VERY LITTLE TIME DIED, AS ELIJAH HAD FORETOLD; BUT JEHORAM HIS BROTHER SUCCEEDED HIM IN THE KINGDOM, FOR HE DIED WITHOUT CHILDREN: BUT FOR THIS JEHORAM, HE WAS LIKE HIS FATHER AHAB IN WICKEDNESS, AND REIGNED TWELVE YEARS, INDULGING HIMSELF IN ALL SORTS OF WICKEDNESS AND IMPIETY TOWARDS GOD, FOR, LEAVING OFF HIS WORSHIP, HE WORSHIPPED FOREIGN GODS; BUT IN OTHER RESPECTS HE WAS AN ACTIVE MAN. NOW AT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT ELIJAH DISAPPEARED FROM AMONG MEN, AND NO ONE KNOWS OF HIS DEATH TO THIS VERY DAY; BUT HE LEFT BEHIND HIM HIS DISCIPLE ELISHA, AS WE HAVE FORMERLY DECLARED. AND INDEED, AS TO ELIJAH, AND AS TO ENOCH, WHO WAS BEFORE THE DELUGE, IT IS WRITTEN IN THE SACRED BOOKS THAT THEY DISAPPEARED, BUT SO THAT NOBODY KNEW THAT THEY DIED.
CHAPTER 3. HOW JORAM AND JEHOSHAPHAT MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE MOABITES; AS ALSO CONCERNING THE WONDERS OF ELISHA; AND THE DEATH OF JEHOSHAPHAT. 
1. WHEN JORAM HAD TAKEN UPON HIM THE KINGDOM, HE DETERMINED TO MAKE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE KING OF MOAB, WHOSE NAME WAS MESHA; FOR, AS WE TOLD YOU BEFORE, HE WAS DEPARTED FROM HIS OBEDIENCE TO HIS BROTHER [AHAZIAH], WHILE HE PAID TO HIS FATHER AHAB TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND SHEEP, WITH THEIR FLEECES OF WOOL. WHEN THEREFORE HE HAD GATHERED HIS OWN ARMY TOGETHER, HE SENT ALSO TO JEHOSHAPHAT, AND ENTREATED HIM, THAT SINCE HE HAD FROM THE BEGINNING BEEN A FRIEND TO HIS FATHER, HE WOULD ASSIST HIM IN THE WAR THAT HE WAS ENTERING INTO AGAINST THE MOABITES, WHO HAD DEPARTED FROM THEIR OBEDIENCE, WHO NOT ONLY HIMSELF PROMISED TO ASSIST HIM, BUT WOULD ALSO OBLIGE THE KING OF EDOM, WHO WAS UNDER HIS AUTHORITY, TO MAKE THE SAME EXPEDITION ALSO. WHEN JORAM HAD RECEIVED THESE ASSURANCES OF ASSISTANCE FROM JEHOSHAPHAT, HE TOOK HIS ARMY WITH HIM, AND CAME TO JERUSALEM; AND WHEN HE HAD BEEN SUMPTUOUSLY ENTERTAINED BY THE KING OF JERUSALEM, IT WAS RESOLVED UPON BY THEM TO TAKE THEIR MARCH AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES THROUGH THE WILDERNESS OF EDOM. AND WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN A COMPASS OF SEVEN DAYS' JOURNEY, THEY WERE IN DISTRESS FOR WANT OF WATER FOR THE CATTLE, AND FOR THE ARMY, FROM THE MISTAKE OF THEIR ROADS BY THE GUIDES THAT CONDUCTED THEM, INSOMUCH THAT THEY WERE ALL IN AN AGONY, ESPECIALLY JORAM; AND CRIED TO GOD, BY REASON OF THEIR SORROW, AND [DESIRED TO KNOW] WHAT WICKEDNESS HAD BEEN COMMITTED BY THEM THAT INDUCED HIM TO DELIVER THREE KINGS TOGETHER, WITHOUT FIGHTING, UNTO THE KING OF MOAB. BUT JEHOSHAPHAT, WHO WAS A RIGHTEOUS MAN, ENCOURAGED HIM, AND BADE HIM SEND TO THE CAMP, AND KNOW WHETHER ANY PROPHET OF GOD WAS COME ALONG WITH THEM, THAT WE MIGHT BY HIM LEARN FROM GOD WHAT WE SHOULD DO. AND WHEN ONE OF THE SERVANTS OF JORAM SAID THAT HE HAD SEEN THERE ELISHA, THE SON OF SHAPHAT, THE DISCIPLE OF ELIJAH, THE THREE KINGS WENT TO HIM, AT THE ENTREATY OF JEHOSHAPHAT; AND WHEN THEY WERE COME AT THE PROPHET'S TENT, WHICH TENT WAS PITCHED OUT OF THE CAMP, THEY ASKED HIM WHAT WOULD BECOME OF THE ARMY? AND JORAM WAS PARTICULARLY VERY PRESSING WITH HIM ABOUT IT. AND WHEN HE REPLIED TO HIM, THAT HE SHOULD NOT TROUBLE HIM, BUT GO TO HIS FATHER'S AND MOTHER'S PROPHETS, FOR THEY [TO BE SURE] WERE TRUE PROPHETS, HE STILL DESIRED HIM TO PROPHESY, AND TO SAVE THEM. SO, HE SWORE BY GOD THAT HE WOULD NOT ANSWER HIM, UNLESS IT WERE ON ACCOUNT OF JEHOSHAPHAT, WHO WAS A HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS MAN; AND WHEN, AT HIS DESIRE, THEY BROUGHT HIM A MAN THAT COULD PLAY ON THE PSALTERY, THE DIVINE SPIRIT CAME UPON HIM AS THE MUSIC PLAYED, AND HE COMMANDED THEM TO DIG MANY TRENCHES IN THE VALLEY; FOR, SAID HE, "THOUGH THERE APPEAR NEITHER CLOUD, NOR WIND, NOR STORM OF RAIN, YE SHALL SEE THIS RIVER FULL OF WATER, TILL THE ARMY AND THE CATTLE BE SAVED FOR YOU BY DRINKING OF IT. NOR WILL THIS BE ALL THE FAVOR THAT YOU SHALL RECEIVE FROM GOD, BUT YOU SHALL ALSO OVERCOME YOUR ENEMIES, AND TAKE THE BEST AND STRONGEST CITIES OF THE MOABITES, AND YOU SHALL CUT DOWN THEIR FRUIT TREES, AND LAY WASTE THEIR COUNTRY, AND STOP UP THEIR FOUNTAINS AND RIVERS." 
2. WHEN THE PROPHET HAD SAID THIS, THE NEXT DAY, BEFORE THE SUNRISING, A GREAT TORRENT RAN STRONGLY; FOR GOD HAD CAUSED IT TO RAIN VERY PLENTIFULLY AT THE DISTANCE OF THREE DAYS' JOURNEY INTO EDOM, SO THAT THE ARMY AND THE CATTLE FOUND WATER TO DRINK IN ABUNDANCE. BUT WHEN THE MOABITES HEARD THAT THE THREE KINGS WERE COMING UPON THEM, AND MADE THEIR APPROACH THROUGH THE WILDERNESS, THE KING OF MOAB GATHERED HIS ARMY TOGETHER PRESENTLY, AND COMMANDED THEM TO PITCH THEIR CAMP UPON THE MOUNTAINS, THAT WHEN THE ENEMIES SHOULD ATTEMPT TO ENTER THEIR COUNTRY, THEY MIGHT NOT BE CONCEALED FROM THEM. BUT WHEN AT THE RISING OF THE SUN THEY SAW THE WATER IN THE TORRENT, FOR IT WAS NOT FAR FROM THE LAND OF MOAB, AND THAT IT WAS OF THE COLOR OF BLOOD, FOR AT SUCH A TIME THE WATER ESPECIALLY LOOKS RED, BY THE SHINING OF THE SUN UPON IT, THEY FORMED A FALSE NOTION OF THE STATE OF THEIR ENEMIES, AS IF THEY HAD SLAIN ONE ANOTHER FOR THIRST; AND THAT THE RIVER RAN WITH THEIR BLOOD. HOWEVER, SUPPOSING THAT THIS WAS THE CASE, THEY DESIRED THEIR KING WOULD SEND THEM OUT TO SPOIL THEIR ENEMIES; WHEREUPON THEY ALL WENT IN HASTE, AS TO AN ADVANTAGE ALREADY GAINED, AND CAME TO THE ENEMY'S CAMP, AS SUPPOSING THEM DESTROYED ALREADY. BUT THEIR HOPE DECEIVED THEM; FOR AS THEIR ENEMIES STOOD ROUND ABOUT THEM, SOME OF THEM WERE CUT TO PIECES, AND OTHERS OF THEM WERE DISPERSED, AND FLED TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY. AND WHEN THE KINGS FELL INTO THE LAND OF MOAB, THEY OVERTHREW THE CITIES THAT WERE IN IT, AND SPOILED THEIR FIELDS, AND MARRED THEM, FILLING THEM WITH STONES OUT OF THE BROOKS, AND CUT DOWN THE BEST OF THEIR TREES, AND STOPPED UP THEIR FOUNTAINS OF WATER, AND OVERTHREW THEIR WALLS TO THEIR FOUNDATIONS. BUT THE KING OF MOAB, WHEN HE WAS PURSUED, ENDURED A SIEGE; AND SEEING HIS CITY IN DANGER OF BEING OVERTHROWN BY FORCE, MADE A SALLY, AND WENT OUT WITH SEVEN HUNDRED MEN, IN ORDER TO BREAK THROUGH THE ENEMY'S CAMP WITH HIS HORSEMEN, ON THAT SIDE WHERE THE WATCH SEEMED TO BE KEPT MOST NEGLIGENTLY; AND WHEN, UPON TRIAL, HE COULD NOT GET AWAY, FOR HE LIGHTED UPON A PLACE THAT WAS CAREFULLY WATCHED, HE RETURNED INTO THE CITY, AND DID A THING THAT SHOWED DESPAIR AND THE UTMOST DISTRESS; FOR HE TOOK HIS ELDEST SON, WHO WAS TO REIGN AFTER HIM, AND LIFTING HIM UP UPON THE WALL, THAT HE MIGHT BE VISIBLE TO ALL THE ENEMIES, HE OFFERED HIM AS A WHOLE BURNT-OFFERING TO GOD, WHOM, WHEN THE KINGS SAW, THEY COMMISERATED THE DISTRESS THAT WAS THE OCCASION OF IT, AND WERE SO AFFECTED, IN WAY OF HUMANITY AND PITY, THAT THEY RAISED THE SIEGE, AND EVERY ONE RETURNED TO HIS OWN HOUSE. SO, JEHOSHAPHAT CAME TO JERUSALEM, AND CONTINUED IN PEACE THERE, AND OUTLIVED THIS EXPEDITION BUT A LITTLE TIME, AND THEN DIED, HAVING LIVED IN ALL SIXTY YEARS, AND OF THEM REIGNED TWENTY-FIVE. HE WAS BURIED IN A MAGNIFICENT MANNER IN JERUSALEM, FOR HE HAD IMITATED THE ACTIONS OF DAVID.
CHAPTER 4. JEHORAM SUCCEEDS JEHOSHAPHAT; HOW JORAM, HIS NAMESAKE, KING OF ISRAEL, FOUGHT WITH THE SYRIANS; AND WHAT WONDERS WERE DONE BY THE PROPHET ELISHA. 
1. JEHOSHAPAT HAD A GOOD NUMBER OF CHILDREN; BUT HE APPOINTED HIS ELDEST SON JEHORAM TO BE HIS SUCCESSOR, WHO HAD THE SAME NAME WITH HIS MOTHER'S BROTHER, THAT WAS KING OF ISRAEL, AND THE SON OF AHAB. NOW WHEN THE KING OF ISRAEL WAS COME OUT OF THE LAND OF MOAB TO SAMARIA, HE HAD WITH HIM ELISHA THE PROPHET, WHOSE ACTS I HAVE A MIND TO GO OVER PARTICULARLY, FOR THEY WERE ILLUSTRIOUS, AND WORTHY TO BE RELATED, AS WE HAVE THEM SET DOWN IN THE SACRED BOOKS. 
2. FOR THEY SAY THAT THE WIDOW OF OBADIAH AHAB'S STEWARD, CAME TO HIM, AND SAID, THAT HE WAS NOT IGNORANT HOW HER HUSBAND HAD PRESERVED THE PROPHETS THAT WERE TO BE SLAIN BY JEZEBEL, THE WIFE OF AHAB; FOR SHE SAID THAT HE HID A HUNDRED OF THEM, AND HAD BORROWED MONEY FOR THEIR MAINTENANCE, AND THAT, AFTER HER HUSBAND'S DEATH, SHE AND HER CHILDREN WERE CARRIED AWAY TO BE MADE SLAVES BY THE CREDITORS; AND SHE DESIRED OF HIM TO HAVE MERCY UPON HER ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT HER HUSBAND DID, AND AFFORD HER SOME ASSISTANCE. AND WHEN HE ASKED HER WHAT SHE HAD IN THE HOUSE, SHE SAID, "NOTHING BUT A VERY SMALL QUANTITY OF OIL IN A CRUSE." SO, THE PROPHET BID HER GO AWAY, AND BORROW A GREAT MANY EMPTY VESSELS OF HER NEIGHBORS, AND WHEN SHE HAD SHUT HER CHAMBER DOOR, TO POUR THE OIL INTO THEM ALL; FOR THAT GOD WOULD FILL THEM FULL. AND WHEN THE WOMAN HAD DONE WHAT SHE WAS COMMANDED TO DO, AND BADE HER CHILDREN BRING EVERY ONE OF THE VESSELS, AND ALL WERE FILLED, AND NOT ONE LEFT EMPTY, SHE CAME TO THE PROPHET, AND TOLD HIM THAT THEY WERE ALL FULL; UPON WHICH HE ADVISED HER TO GO AWAY, AND SELL THE OIL, AND PAY THE CREDITORS WHAT WAS OWING THEM, FOR THAT THERE WOULD BE SOME SURPLUS OF THE PRICE OF THE OIL, WHICH SHE MIGHT MAKE USE OF FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF HER CHILDREN. AND THUS, DID ELISHA DISCHARGE THE WOMAN'S DEBTS, AND FREE HER FROM THE VEXATION OF HER CREDITORS. 
3. ELISHA ALSO SENT A HASTY MESSAGE TO JORAM, AND EXHORTED HIM TO TAKE CARE OF THAT PLACE, FOR THAT THEREIN WERE SOME SYRIANS LYING IN AMBUSH TO KILL HIM. SO, THE KING DID AS THE PROPHET EXHORTED HIM, AND AVOIDED HIS GOING A HUNTING. AND WHEN BENHADAD MISSED OF THE SUCCESS OF HIS, LYING IN AMBUSH, HE WAS WROTH WITH HIS OWN SERVANTS, AS IF THEY HAD BETRAYED HIS AMBUSHMENT TO JORAM; AND HE SENT FOR THEM, AND SAID THEY WERE THE BETRAYERS OF HIS SECRET COUNSELS; AND HE THREATENED THAT HE WOULD PUT THEM TO DEATH, SINCE SUCH THEIR PRACTICE WAS EVIDENT, BECAUSE HE HAD INTRUSTED THIS SECRET TO NONE BUT THEM, AND YET IT WAS MADE KNOWN TO HIS ENEMY. AND ONE THAT WAS PRESENT SAID THAT HE SHOULD NOT MISTAKE HIMSELF, NOR SUSPECT THAT THEY HAD DISCOVERED TO HIS ENEMY HIS SENDING MEN TO KILL HIM, BUT THAT HE OUGHT TO KNOW THAT IT WAS ELISHA THE PROPHET WHO DISCOVERED ALL TO HIM, AND LAID OPEN ALL HIS COUNSELS. SO, HE GAVE ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD SEND SOME TO LEARN IN WHAT CITY ELISHA DWELT. ACCORDINGLY THOSE THAT WERE SENT BROUGHT WORD THAT HE WAS IN DOTHAN; WHEREFORE BENHADAD SENT TO THAT CITY A GREAT ARMY, WITH HORSES AND CHARIOTS, TO TAKE ELISHA: SO THEY ENCOMPASSED THE CITY ROUND ABOUT BY NIGHT, AND KEPT HIM THEREIN CONFINED; BUT WHEN THE PROPHET'S SERVANT IN THE MORNING PERCEIVED THIS, AND THAT HIS ENEMIES SOUGHT TO TAKE ELISHA, HE CAME RUNNING, AND CRYING OUT AFTER A DISORDERED MANNER TO HIM, AND TOLD HIM OF IT; BUT HE ENCOURAGED HIM, AND BID HIM NOT BE AFRAID, AND TO DESPISE THE ENEMY, AND TRUST IN THE ASSISTANCE OF GOD, AND WAS HIMSELF WITHOUT FEAR; AND HE BESOUGHT GOD TO MAKE MANIFEST TO HIS SERVANT HIS POWER AND PRESENCE, SO FAR AS WAS POSSIBLE, IN ORDER TO THE INSPIRING HIM WITH HOPE AND COURAGE. ACCORDINGLY, GOD HEARD THE PRAYER OF THE PROPHET, AND MADE THE SERVANT SEE A MULTITUDE OF CHARIOTS AND HORSES ENCOMPASSING ELISHA, TILL HE LAID ASIDE HIS FEAR, AND HIS COURAGE REVIVED AT THE SIGHT OF WHAT HE SUPPOSED WAS COME TO THEIR ASSISTANCE. AFTER THIS ELISHA DID FURTHER ENTREAT GOD, THAT HE WOULD DIM THE EYES OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND CAST A MIST BEFORE THEM, WHEREBY THEY MIGHT NOT DISCERN HIM. WHEN THIS WAS DONE, HE WENT INTO THE MIDST OF HIS ENEMIES, AND ASKED THEM WHO IT WAS THAT THEY CAME TO SEEK; AND WHEN THEY REPLIED, "THE PROPHET ELISHA," HE PROMISED HE WOULD DELIVER HIM TO THEM, IF THEY WOULD FOLLOW HIM TO THE CITY WHERE HE WAS. SO, THESE MEN WERE SO DARKENED BY GOD IN THEIR SIGHT AND IN THEIR MIND, THAT THEY FOLLOWED HIM VERY DILIGENTLY; AND WHEN ELISHA HAD BROUGHT THEM TO SAMARIA, HE ORDERED JORAM THE KING TO SHUT THE GATES, AND TO PLACE HIS OWN ARMY ROUND ABOUT THEM; AND PRAYED TO GOD TO CLEAR THE EYES OF THESE THEIR ENEMIES, AND TAKE THE MIST FROM BEFORE THEM. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN THEY WERE FREED FROM THE OBSCURITY THEY HAD BEEN IN, THEY SAW THEMSELVES IN THE MIDST OF THEIR ENEMIES; AND AS THE SYRIANS WERE STRANGELY AMAZED AND DISTRESSED, AS WAS BUT REASONABLE, AT AN ACTION SO DIVINE AND SURPRISING, AND AS KING JORAM ASKED THE PROPHET IF HE WOULD GIVE HIM LEAVE TO SHOOT AT THEM, ELISHA FORBADE HIM SO TO DO; AND SAID, THAT "IT IS JUST TO KILL THOSE THAT ARE TAKEN IN BATTLE, BUT THAT THESE MEN HAD DONE THE COUNTRY NO HARM, BUT, WITHOUT KNOWING IT, WERE COME THITHER BY THE DIVINE POWER:" - SO THAT HIS COUNSEL WAS TO TREAT THEM IN A HOSPITABLE MANNER AT HIS TABLE, AND THEN SEND THEM AWAY WITHOUT HURTING THEM. WHEREFORE JORAM OBEYED THE PROPHET; AND WHEN HE HAD FEASTED THE SYRIANS IN A SPLENDID AND MAGNIFICENT MANNER, HE LET THEM GO TO BENHADAD THEIR KING. 
4. NOW WHEN THESE MEN WERE COME BACK, AND HAD SHOWED BENHADAD HOW STRANGE AN ACCIDENT HAD BEFALLEN THEM, AND WHAT AN APPEARANCE AND POWER THEY HAD EXPERIENCED OF THE GOD OF ISRAEL, HE WONDERED AT IT, AS ALSO AT THAT PROPHET WITH WHOM GOD WAS SO EVIDENTLY PRESENT; SO HE DETERMINED TO MAKE NO MORE SECRET ATTEMPTS UPON THE KING OF ISRAEL, OUT OF FEAR OF ELISHA, BUT RESOLVED TO MAKE OPEN WAR WITH THEM, AS SUPPOSING HE COULD BE TOO HARD FOR HIS ENEMIES BY THE MULTITUDE OF HIS ARMY AND POWER. SO HE MADE AN EXPEDITION WITH A GREAT ARMY AGAINST JORAM, WHO, NOT THINKING HIMSELF A MATCH FOR HIM, SHUT HIMSELF UP IN SAMARIA, AND DEPENDED ON THE STRENGTH OF ITS WALLS; BUT BENHADAD SUPPOSED HE SHOULD TAKE THE CITY, IF NOT BY HIS ENGINES OF WAR, YET THAT HE SHOULD OVERCOME THE SAMARITANS BY FAMINE, AND THE WANT OF NECESSARIES, AND BROUGHT HIS ARMY UPON THEM, AND BESIEGED THE CITY; AND THE PLENTY OF NECESSARIES WAS BROUGHT SO LOW WITH JORAM, THAT FROM THE EXTREMITY OF WANT AN ASS'S HEAD WAS SOLD IN SAMARIA FOR FOURSCORE PIECES OF SILVER, AND THE HEBREWS BOUGHT A SEXTARY OF DORE'S DUNG [SHIT], INSTEAD OF SALT, FOR FIVE PIECES OF SILVER. NOW JORAM WAS IN FEAR LEST SOMEBODY SHOULD BETRAY THE CITY TO THE ENEMY, BY REASON OF THE FAMINE, AND WENT EVERY DAY ROUND THE WALLS AND THE GUARDS TO SEE WHETHER ANY SUCH WERE CONCEALED AMONG THEM; AND BY BEING THUS SEEN, AND TAKING SUCH CARE, HE DEPRIVED THEM OF THE OPPORTUNITY OF CONTRIVING ANY SUCH THING; AND IF THEY HAD A MIND TO DO IT, HE, BY THIS MEANS, PREVENTED THEM: BUT UPON A CERTAIN WOMAN'S CRYING OUT, "HAVE PITY ON ME, MY LORD," WHILE HE THOUGHT THAT SHE WAS ABOUT TO ASK FOR SOMEWHAT TO EAT, HE IMPRECATED GOD'S CURSE UPON HER, AND SAID HE HAD NEITHER THRASHING-FLOOR NOR WINE-PRESS, WHENCE HE MIGHT GIVE HER ANY THING AT HER PETITION. UPON WHICH SHE SAID SHE DID NOT DESIRE HIS AID IN ANY SUCH THING, NOR TROUBLE HIM ABOUT FOOD, BUT DESIRED THAT HE WOULD DO HER JUSTICE AS TO ANOTHER WOMAN. AND WHEN BE BADE HER SAY ON, AND LET HIM KNOW WHAT SHE DESIRED, SHE SAID SHE HAD MADE AN AGREEMENT WITH THE OTHER WOMAN WHO WAS HER NEIGHBOR AND HER FRIEND, THAT BECAUSE THE FAMINE AND WANT WAS INTOLERABLE, THEY SHOULD KILL THEIR CHILDREN, EACH OF THEM HAVING A SON OF THEIR OWN, AND WE WILL LIVE UPON THEM OURSELVES FOR TWO DAYS, THE ONE DAY UPON ONE SON, AND THE OTHER DAY UPON THE OTHER; AND," SAID SHE, I HAVE KILLED MY SON THE FIRST DAY, AND WE LIVED UPON MY SON YESTERDAY; BUT THIS OTHER WOMAN WILL NOT DO THE SAME THING, BUT HATH BROKEN HER AGREEMENT, AND HATH HID HER SON." THIS STORY MIGHTILY GRIEVED JORAM WHEN HE HEARD IT; SO HE RENT HIS GARMENT, AND CRIED OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, AND CONCEIVED GREAT WRATH AGAINST ELISHA THE PROPHET, AND SET HIMSELF EAGERLY TO HAVE HIM SLAIN, BECAUSE HE DID NOT PRAY TO GOD TO PROVIDE THEM SOME EXIT AND WAY OF ESCAPE OUT OF THE MISERIES WITH WHICH THEY WERE SURROUNDED; AND SENT ONE AWAY IMMEDIATELY TO CUT OFF HIS HEAD, WHO MADE HASTE TO KILL THE PROPHET. BUT ELISHA WAS NOT UNACQUAINTED WITH THE WRATH OF THE KING AGAINST HIM; FOR AS HE SAT IN HIS HOUSE BY HIMSELF, WITH NONE BUT HIS DISCIPLES ABOUT HIM, HE TOLD THEM THAT JORAM, WHO WAS THE SON OF A MURDERER, HAD SENT ONE TO TAKE AWAY HIS HEAD; "BUT," SAID HE, "WHEN HE THAT IS COMMANDED TO DO THIS COMES, TAKE CARE THAT YOU DO NOT LET HIM COME IN, BUT PRESS THE DOOR AGAINST HIM, AND HOLD HIM FAST THERE, FOR THE KING HIMSELF WILL FOLLOW HIM, AND COME TO ME, HAVING ALTERED HIS MIND." ACCORDINGLY, THEY DID AS THEY WERE BIDDEN, WHEN HE THAT WAS SENT BY THE KING TO KILL ELISHA CAME. BUT JORAM REPENTED OF HIS WRATH AGAINST THE PROPHET; AND FOR FEAR HE THAT WAS COMMANDED TO KILL HIM SHOULD HAVE DONE IT BEFORE HE CAME, HE MADE HASTE TO HINDER HIS SLAUGHTER, AND TO SAVE THE PROPHET: AND WHEN HE CAME TO HIM, HE ACCUSED HIM THAT HE DID NOT PRAY TO GOD FOR THEIR DELIVERANCE FROM THE MISERIES THEY NOW LAY UNDER, BUT SAW THEM SO SADLY DESTROYED BY THEM. HEREUPON ELISHA PROMISED, THAT THE VERY NEXT DAY, AT THE VERY SAME HOUR IN WHICH THE KING CAME TO HIM, THEY SHOULD HAVE GREAT PLENTY OF FOOD, AND THAT TWO SEAHS OF BARLEY SHOULD BE SOLD IN THE MARKET FOR A SHEKEL, AND A SEAH OF FINE FLOUR SHOULD BE SOLD FOR A SHEKEL. THIS PREDICTION MADE JORAM, AND THOSE THAT WERE PRESENT, VERY JOYFUL, FOR THEY DID NOT SCRUPLE BELIEVING WHAT THE PROPHET SAID, ON ACCOUNT OF THE EXPERIENCE THEY HAD OF THE TRUTH OF HIS FORMER PREDICTIONS; AND THE EXPECTATION OF PLENTY MADE THE WANT THEY WERE IN THAT DAY, WITH THE UNEASINESS THAT ACCOMPANIED IT, APPEAR A LIGHT THING TO THEM: BUT THE CAPTAIN OF THE THIRD BAND, WHO WAS A FRIEND OF THE KING, AND ON WHOSE HAND THE KING LEANED, SAID, "THOU TALKEST OF INCREDIBLE THINGS, O PROPHET! FOR AS IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD TO POUR DOWN TORRENTS OF BARLEY, OR FINE FLOUR, OUT OF HEAVEN, SO IS IT IMPOSSIBLE THAT WHAT THOU SAYEST SHOULD COME TO PASS." TO WHICH THE PROPHET MADE THIS REPLY," THOU SHALT SEE THESE THINGS COME TO PASS, BUT THOU SHALT NOT BE IN THE LEAST A PARTAKER OF THEM." 
5. NOW WHAT ELISHA HAD THUS FORETOLD CAME TO PASS IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING: THERE WAS A LAW AT SAMARIA THAT THOSE THAT HAD THE LEPROSY, AND WHOSE BODIES WERE NOT CLEANSED FROM IT, SHOULD ABIDE WITHOUT THE CITY: AND THERE WERE FOUR MEN THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT ABODE BEFORE THE GATES, WHILE NOBODY GAVE THEM ANY FOOD, BY REASON OF THE EXTREMITY OF THE FAMINE; AND AS THEY WERE PROHIBITED FROM ENTERING INTO THE CITY BY THE LAW, AND THEY CONSIDERED THAT IF THEY WERE PERMITTED TO ENTER, THEY SHOULD MISERABLY PERISH BY THE FAMINE; AS ALSO, THAT IF THEY STAID WHERE THEY WERE, THEY SHOULD SUFFER IN THE SAME MANNER, - THEY RESOLVED TO DELIVER THEMSELVES UP TO THE ENEMY, THAT IN CASE THEY SHOULD SPARE THEM, THEY SHOULD LIVE; BUT IF THEY SHOULD BE KILLED, THAT WOULD BE AN EASY DEATH. SO, WHEN THEY HAD CONFIRMED THIS THEIR RESOLUTION, THEY CAME BY NIGHT TO THE ENEMY'S CAMP. NOW GOD HAD BEGUN TO AFFRIGHT AND DISTURB THE SYRIANS, AND TO BRING THE NOISE OF CHARIOTS AND ARMOR TO THEIR EARS, AS THOUGH AN ARMY WERE COMING UPON THEM, AND HAD MADE THEM SUSPECT THAT IT WAS COMING NEARER AND NEARER TO THEM IN SHORT, THEY WERE IN SUCH A DREAD OF THIS ARMY, THAT THEY LEFT THEIR TENTS, AND RAN TOGETHER TO BENHADAD, AND SAID THAT JORAM THE KING OF ISRAEL HAD HIRED FOR AUXILIARIES BOTH THE KING OF EGYPT AND THE KING OF THE ISLANDS, AND LED THEM AGAINST THEM FOR THEY HEARD THE NOISE OF THEM AS THEY WERE COMING. AND BENHADAD BELIEVED WHAT THEY SAID (FOR THERE CAME THE SAME NOISE TO HIS EARS AS WELL AS IT DID TO THEIRS); SO, THEY FELL INTO A MIGHTY DISORDER AND TUMULT, AND LEFT THEIR HORSES AND BEASTS IN THEIR CAMP, WITH IMMENSE RICHES ALSO, AND BETOOK THEMSELVES TO FLIGHT. AND THOSE LEPERS WHO HAD DEPARTED FROM SAMARIA, AND WERE GONE TO THE CAMP OF THE SYRIANS, OF WHOM WE MADE MENTION A LITTLE BEFORE, WHEN THEY WERE IN THE CAMP, SAW NOTHING BUT GREAT QUIETNESS AND SILENCE: ACCORDINGLY THEY ENTERED INTO IT, AND WENT HASTILY INTO ONE OF THEIR TENTS; AND WHEN THEY SAW NOBODY THERE, THEY EAT AND DRANK, AND CARRIED GARMENTS, AND A GREAT QUANTITY OF GOLD, AND HID IT OUT OF THE CAMP; AFTER WHICH THEY WENT INTO ANOTHER TENT, AND CARRIED OFF WHAT WAS IN IT, AS THEY DID AT THE FORMER, AND THIS DID THEY FOR SEVERAL TIMES, WITHOUT THE LEAST INTERRUPTION FROM ANY BODY. SO, THEY GATHERED THEREBY THAT THE ENEMIES WERE DEPARTED; WHEREUPON THEY REPROACHED THEMSELVES THAT THEY DID NOT INFORM JORAM AND THE CITIZENS OF IT. SO THEY CAME TO THE WALLS OF SAMARIA, AND CALLED ALOUD TO THE WATCHMEN, AND TOLD THEM IN WHAT STATE THE ENEMIES WERE, AS DID THESE TELL THE KING'S GUARDS, BY WHOSE MEANS JORAM CAME TO KNOW OF IT; WHO THEN SENT FOR HIS FRIENDS, AND THE CAPTAINS OF HIS HOST, AND SAID TO THEM, THAT HE SUSPECTED THAT THIS DEPARTURE OF THE KING OF SYRIA WAS BY WAY OF AMBUSH AND TREACHERY, AND THAT OUT OF DESPAIR OF RUINING YOU BY FAMINE, WHEN YOU IMAGINE THEM TO BE FLED AWAY, YOU MAY COME OUT OF THE CITY TO SPOIL THEIR CAMP, AND HE MAY THEN FALL UPON YOU ON A SUDDEN, AND MAY BOTH KILL YOU, AND TAKE THE CITY WITHOUT FIGHTING; WHENCE IT IS THAT I EXHORT YOU TO GUARD THE CITY CAREFULLY, AND BY NO MEANS TO GO OUT OF IT, OR PROUDLY TO DESPISE YOUR ENEMIES, AS THOUGH THEY WERE REALLY GONE AWAY." AND WHEN A CERTAIN PERSON SAID THAT HE DID VERY WELL AND WISELY TO ADMIT SUCH A SUSPICION, BUT THAT HE STILL ADVISED HIM TO SEND A COUPLE OF HORSEMEN TO SEARCH ALL THE COUNTRY AS FAR AS JORDAN, THAT "IF THEY WERE SEIZED BY AN AMBUSH OF THE ENEMY, THEY MIGHT BE A SECURITY TO YOUR ARMY, THAT THEY MAY NOT GO OUT AS IF THEY SUSPECTED NOTHING, NOR UNDERGO THE LIKE MISFORTUNE; AND," SAID HE, "THOSE HORSEMEN MAY BE NUMBERED AMONG THOSE THAT HAVE DIED BY THE FAMINE, SUPPOSING THEY BE CAUGHT AND DESTROYED BY THE ENEMY." SO, THE KING WAS PLEASED WITH THIS OPINION, AND SENT SUCH AS MIGHT SEARCH OUT THE TRUTH, WHO PERFORMED THEIR JOURNEY OVER A ROAD THAT WAS WITHOUT ANY ENEMIES, BUT FOUND IT FULL OF PROVISIONS, AND OF WEAPONS, THAT THEY HAD THEREFORE THROWN AWAY, AND LEFT BEHIND THEM, IN ORDER TO THEIR BEING LIGHT AND EXPEDITIOUS IN THEIR FLIGHT. WHEN THE KING HEARD THIS, HE SENT OUT THE MULTITUDE TO TAKE THE SPOILS OF THE CAMP; WHICH GAINS OF THEIRS WERE NOT OF THINGS OF SMALL VALUE, BUT THEY TOOK A GREAT QUANTITY OF GOLD, AND A GREAT QUANTITY OF SILVER, AND FLOCKS OF ALL KINDS OF CATTLE. THEY ALSO POSSESSED THEMSELVES OF [SO MANY] TEN THOUSAND MEASURES OF WHEAT AND BARLEY, AS THEY NEVER IN THE LEAST DREAMED OF; AND WERE NOT ONLY FREED FROM THEIR FORMER MISERIES, BUT HAD SUCH PLENTY, THAT TWO SEAHS OF BARLEY WERE BOUGHT FOR A SHEKEL, AND A SEAH OF FINE FLOUR FOR A SHEKEL, ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECY OF ELISHA. NOW A SEAH IS EQUAL TO AN ITALIAN MODIUS AND A HALF. THE CAPTAIN OF THE THIRD BAND WAS THE ONLY MAN THAT RECEIVED NO BENEFIT BY THIS PLENTY; FOR AS HE WAS APPOINTED BY THE KING TO OVERSEE THE GATE, THAT LM MIGHT PREVENT THE TOO GREAT CROWD OF THE MULTITUDE, AND THEY MIGHT NOT ENDANGER ONE ANOTHER TO PERISH, BY TREADING ON ONE ANOTHER IN THE PRESS, HE SUFFERED HIMSELF IN THAT VERY WAY, AND DIED IN THAT VERY MANNER, AS ELISHA HAD FORETOLD SUCH HIS DEATH, WHEN HE ALONE OF THEM ALL DISBELIEVED WHAT HE SAID CONCERNING THAT PLENTY OF PROVISIONS WHICH THEY SHOULD SOON HAVE. 
6. HEREUPON, WHEN BENHADAD, THE KING OF SYRIA, HAD ESCAPED TO DAMASCUS, AND UNDERSTOOD THAT IT WAS GOD HIMSELF THAT CAST ALL HIS ARMY INTO THIS FEAR AND DISORDER, AND THAT IT DID NOT ARISE FROM THE INVASION OF ENEMIES, HE WAS MIGHTILY CAST DOWN AT HIS HAVING GOD SO GREATLY FOR HIS ENEMY, AND FELL INTO A DISTEMPER. NOW IT HAPPENED THAT ELISHA THE PROPHET, AT THAT TIME, WAS GONE OUT OF HIS OWN COUNTRY TO DAMASCUS, OF WHICH BERTHADAD WAS INFORMED: HE SENT HAZAEL, THE MOST FAITHFUL OF ALL HIS SERVANTS, TO MEET HIM, AND TO CARRY HIM PRESENTS, AND BADE HIM INQUIRE OF HIM ABOUT HIS DISTEMPER, AND WHETHER HE SHOULD ESCAPE THE DANGER THAT IT THREATENED. SO HAZAEL CAME TO ELISHA WITH FORTY CAMELS, THAT CARRIED THE BEST AND MOST PRECIOUS FRUITS THAT THE COUNTRY OF DAMASCUS AFFORDED, AS WELL AS THOSE WHICH THE KING'S PALACE SUPPLIED. HE SALUTED HIM KINDLY, AND SAID THAT HE WAS SENT TO HIM BY KING BERTHADAD, AND BROUGHT PRESENTS WITH HIM, IN ORDER TO INQUIRE CONCERNING HIS DISTEMPER, WHETHER HE SHOULD RECOVER FROM IT OR NOT. WHEREUPON THE PROPHET BID HIM TELL THE KING NO MELANCHOLY NEWS; BUT STILL HE SAID HE WOULD DIE. SO, THE KING'S SERVANT WAS TROUBLED TO HEAR IT; AND ELISHA WEPT ALSO, AND HIS TEARS RAN DOWN PLENTEOUSLY AT HIS FORESIGHT OF WHAT MISERIES HIS PEOPLE WOULD UNDERGO AFTER THE DEATH OF BERTHADAD. AND WHEN HAZAEL ASKED HIM WHAT WAS THE OCCASION OF THIS CONFUSION HE WAS IN, HE SAID THAT HE WEPT OUT OF HIS COMMISERATION FOR THE MULTITUDE OF THE ISRAELITES, AND WHAT TERRIBLE MISERIES THEY WILL SUFFER BY THEE; "FOR THOU WILT SLAY THE STRONGEST OF THEM, AND WILT BURN THEIR STRONGEST CITIES, AND WILT DESTROY THEIR CHILDREN, AND DASH THEM AGAINST THE STONES, AND WILT RIP UP THEIR WOMEN WITH CHILD." AND WHEN HAZAEL SAID, "HOW CAN IT BE THAT I SHOULD HAVE POWER ENOUGH TO DO SUCH THINGS?" THE PROPHET REPLIED, THAT GOD HAD INFORMED HIM THAT HE SHOULD BE KING OF SYRIA. SO, WHEN HAZAEL WAS COME TO BENHADAD, HE TOLD HIM GOOD NEWS CONCERNING HIS DISTEMPER BUT ON THE NEXT DAY HE SPREAD A WET CLOTH, IN THE NATURE OF A NET, OVER HIM, AND STRANGLED HIM, AND TOOK HIS DOMINION. HE WAS AN ACTIVE MAN, AND HAD THE GOODWILL OF THE SYRIANS, AND OF THE PEOPLE OF DAMASCUS, TO A GREAT DEGREE; BY WHOM BOTH BENHADAD HIMSELF, AND HAZAEL, WHO RULED AFTER HIM, ARE HONORED TO THIS DAY AS GODS, BY REASON OF THEIR BENEFACTIONS, AND THEIR BUILDING THEM TEMPLES BY WHICH THEY ADORNED THE CITY OF THE DAMASCENES. THEY ALSO EVERY DAY DO WITH GREAT POMP PAY THEIR WORSHIP TO THESE KINGS, AND VALUE THEMSELVES UPON THEIR ANTIQUITY; NOR DO THEY KNOW THAT THESE KINGS ARE MUCH LATER THAN THEY IMAGINE, AND THAT THEY ARE NOT YET ELEVEN HUNDRED YEARS OLD. NOW WHEN JORAM, THE KING OF ISRAEL, HEARD THAT BERTHADAD WAS DEAD, HE RECOVERED OUT OF THE TERROR AND DREAD HE HAD BEEN IN ON HIS ACCOUNT, AND WAS VERY GLAD TO LIVE IN PEACE.
CHAPTER 5. CONCERNING THE WICKEDNESS OF JEHORAM KING OF JERUSALEM; HIS DEFEAT AND DEATH. 
1. NOW JEHORAM THE KING OF JERUSALEM, FOR WE HAVE SAID BEFORE THAT HE HAD THE SAME NAME WITH THE KING OF ISRAEL, AS SOON AS HE HAD TAKEN THE GOVERNMENT UPON HIM, BETOOK HIMSELF TO THE SLAUGHTER OF HIS BRETHREN, AND HIS FATHER'S FRIENDS, WHO WERE GOVERNORS UNDER HIM, AND THENCE MADE A BEGINNING AND A DEMONSTRATION OF HIS WICKEDNESS; NOR WAS HE AT ALL BETTER THAN THOSE KINGS OF ISRAEL WHO AT FIRST TRANSGRESSED AGAINST THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND OF THE HEBREWS, AND AGAINST GOD'S WORSHIP. AND IT WAS ATHALIAH, THE DAUGHTER OF AHAB, WHOM HE HAD MARRIED, WHO TAUGHT HIM TO BE A BAD MAN IN OTHER RESPECTS, AND ALSO TO WORSHIP FOREIGN GODS. NOW GOD WOULD NOT QUITE ROOT OUT THIS FAMILY, BECAUSE OF THE PROMISE HE HAD MADE TO DAVID. HOWEVER, JEHORAM DID NOT LEAVE OFF THE INTRODUCTION OF NEW SORTS OF CUSTOMS TO THE PROPAGATION OF IMPIETY, AND TO THE RUIN OF THE CUSTOMS OF HIS OWN COUNTRY. AND WHEN THE EDOMITES ABOUT THAT TIME HAD REVOLTED FROM HIM, AND SLAIN THEIR FORMER KING, WHO WAS IN SUBJECTION TO HIS FATHER, AND HAD SET UP ONE OF THEIR OWN CHOOSING, JEHORAM FELL UPON THE LAND OF EDOM, WITH THE HORSEMEN THAT WERE ABOUT HIM, AND THE CHARIOTS, BY NIGHT, AND DESTROYED THOSE THAT LAY NEAR TO HIS OWN KINGDOM, BUT DID NOT PROCEED FURTHER. HOWEVER, THIS EXPEDITION DID HIM NO SERVICE, FOR THEY ALL REVOLTED FROM HIM, WITH THOSE THAT DWELT IN THE COUNTRY OF LIBNAH. HE WAS INDEED SO MAD AS TO COMPEL THE PEOPLE TO GO UP TO THE HIGH PLACES OF THE MOUNTAINS, AND WORSHIP FOREIGN GODS. 
2. AS HE WAS DOING THIS, AND HAD ENTIRELY CAST HIS OWN COUNTRY LAWS OUT OF HIS MIND, THERE WAS BROUGHT HIM AN EPISTLE FROM ELIJAH THE PROPHET WHICH DECLARED THAT GOD WOULD EXECUTE GREAT JUDGMENTS UPON HIM, BECAUSE HE HAD NOT IMITATED HIS OWN FATHERS, BUT HAD FOLLOWED THE WICKED COURSES OF THE KINGS OF ISRAEL; AND HAD COMPELLED THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, AND THE CITIZENS OF JERUSALEM, TO LEAVE THE HOLY WORSHIP OF THEIR OWN GOD, AND TO WORSHIP IDOLS, AS AHAB HAD COMPELLED THE ISRAELITES TO DO, AND BECAUSE HE HAD SLAIN HIS BRETHREN, AND THE MEN THAT WERE GOOD AND RIGHTEOUS. AND THE PROPHET GAVE HIM NOTICE IN THIS EPISTLE WHAT PUNISHMENT HE SHOULD UNDERGO FOR THESE CRIMES, NAMELY, THE DESTRUCTION OF HIS PEOPLE, WITH THE CORRUPTION OF THE KING'S OWN WIVES AND CHILDREN; AND THAT HE SHOULD HIMSELF DIE OF A DISTEMPER IN HIS BOWELS, WITH LONG TORMENTS, THOSE HIS BOWELS FALLING OUT BY THE VIOLENCE OF THE INWARD ROTTENNESS OF THE PARTS, INSOMUCH THAT, THOUGH HE, SEE HIS OWN MISERY, HE SHALL NOT BE ABLE AT ALL TO HELP HIMSELF, BUT SHALL DIE IN THAT MANNER. THIS IT WAS WHICH ELIJAH DENOUNCED TO HIM IN THAT EPISTLE. 
3. IT WAS NOT LONG AFTER THIS THAT AN ARMY OF THOSE ARABIANS THAT LIVED NEAR TO ETHIOPIA, AND OF THE PHILISTINES, FELL UPON THE KINGDOM OF JEHORAM, AND SPOILED THE COUNTRY AND THE KING'S HOUSE. MOREOVER, THEY SLEW HIS SONS AND HIS WIVES: ONE ONLY OF HIS SONS WAS LEFT HIM, WHO ESCAPED THE ENEMY; HIS NAME WAS AHAZIAH; AFTER WHICH CALAMITY, HE HIMSELF FELL INTO THAT DISEASE WHICH WAS FORETOLD BY THE PROPHET, AND LASTED A GREAT WHILE, (FOR GOD INFLICTED THIS PUNISHMENT UPON HIM IN HIS BELLY, OUT OF HIS WRATH AGAINST HIM,) AND SO HE DIED MISERABLY, AND SAW HIS OWN BOWELS FALL OUT. THE PEOPLE ALSO ABUSED HIS DEAD BODY; I SUPPOSE IT WAS BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT THAT SUCH HIS DEATH CAME UPON HIM BY THE WRATH OF GOD, AND THAT THEREFORE HE WAS NOT WORTHY TO PARTAKE OF SUCH A FUNERAL AS BECAME KINGS. ACCORDINGLY, THEY NEITHER BURIED HIM IN THE SEPULCHERS OF HIS FATHERS, NOR VOUCHSAFED HIM ANY HONORS, BUT BURIED HIM LIKE A PRIVATE MAN, AND THIS WHEN HE HAD LIVED FORTY YEARS, AND REIGNED EIGHT. AND THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM DELIVERED THE GOVERNMENT TO HIS SON AHAZIAH.
CHAPTER 6. HOW JEHU WAS ANOINTED KING, AND SLEW BOTH JORAM AND AHAZIAH; AS ALSO WHAT HE DID FOR THE PUNISHMENT OF THE WICKED. 
1. NOW JORAM, THE KING OF ISRAEL, AFTER THE DEATH OF BENHADAD, HOPED THAT HE MIGHT NOW TAKE RAMOTH, A CITY OF GILEAD, FROM THE SYRIANS. ACCORDINGLY, HE MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST IT, WITH A GREAT ARMY; BUT AS HE WAS BESIEGING IT, AN ARROW WAS SHOT AT HIM BY ONE OF THE SYRIANS, BUT THE WOUND WAS NOT MORTAL. SO HE RETURNED TO HAVE HIS WOUND HEALED IN JEZREEL, BUT LEFT HIS WHOLE ARMY IN RAMORB, AND JEHU, THE SON OF NIMSHI, FOR THEIR GENERAL; FOR HE HAD ALREADY TAKEN THE CITY BY FORCE; AND HE PROPOSED, AFTER HE WAS HEALED,: TO MAKE WAR WITH THE SYRIANS; BUT ELISHA THE PROPHET SENT ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES TO RAMOTH, AND GAVE HIM HOLY OIL TO ANOINT JEHU, AND TO TELL HIM THAT GOD HAD CHOSEN HIM TO BE THEIR KING. HE ALSO SENT HIM TO SAY OTHER THINGS TO HIM, AND BID HIM TO TAKE HIS JOURNEY AS IF HE FLED, THAT WHEN HE CAME AWAY, HE MIGHT ESCAPE THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL MEN. SO, WHEN HE WAS COME TO THE CITY, HE FOUND JEHU SITTING IN THE MIDST OF THE CAPTAINS OF THE ARMY, AS ELISHA HAD FORETOLD, HE SHOULD FIND HIM. SO HE CAME UP TO HIM, AND SAID THAT HE DESIRED TO SPEAK WITH HIM ABOUT CERTAIN MATTERS; AND WHEN HE WAS ARISEN, AND HAD FOLLOWED HIM INTO AN INWARD CHAMBER, THE YOUNG MAN TOOK THE OIL, AND POURED IT ON HIS HEAD, AND SAID THAT GOD ORDAINED HIM TO BE KING, IN ORDER TO HIS DESTROYING THE HOUSE OF AHAB, AND THAT HE MIGHT REVENGE THE BLOOD OF THE PROPHETS THAT WERE UNJUSTLY SLAIN BY JEZEBEL, THAT SO THEIR HOUSE MIGHT UTTERLY PERISH, AS THOSE OF JEROBOAM THE SON OF NEBAT, AND OF BAASHA, HAD PERISHED FOR THEIR WICKEDNESS, AND NO SEED MIGHT REMAIN OF AHAB'S FAMILY. SO, WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE WENT AWAY HASTILY OUT OF THE CHAMBER, AND ENDEAVORED NOT TO BE SEEN BY ANY OF THE ARMY. 
2. BUT JEHU CAME OUT, AND WENT TO THE PLACE WHERE HE BEFORE SAT WITH THE CAPTAINS; AND WHEN THEY ASKED HIM, AND DESIRED HIM TO TELL THEM, WHEREFORE IT WAS THAT THIS YOUNG MAN CAME TO HIM, AND ADDED WITHAL THAT HE WAS MAD, HE REPLIED, - "YOU GUESS RIGHT, FOR THE WORDS HE SPOKE WERE THE WORDS OF A MADMAN;" AND WHEN THEY WERE EAGER ABOUT THE MATTER, AND DESIRED HE WOULD TELL THEM, HE ANSWERED, THAT GOD HAD SAID HE HAD CHOSEN HIM TO BE KING OVER THE MULTITUDE. WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, EVERY ONE OF THEM PUT OFF HIS GARMENT, AND STREWED IT UNDER HIM, AND BLEW WITH TRUMPETS, AND GAVE NOTICE THAT JEHU WAS KING. SO, WHEN HE HAD GOTTEN THE ARMY TOGETHER, HE WAS PREPARING TO SET OUT IMMEDIATELY AGAINST JORAM, AT THE CITY JEZREEL, IN WHICH CITY, AS WE SAID BEFORE, HE WAS HEALING OF THE WOUND WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED IN THE SIEGE OF RAMOTH. IT HAPPENED ALSO THAT AHAZIAH, KING OF JERUSALEM, WAS NOW COME TO JORAM, FOR HE WAS HIS SISTER'S SON, AS WE HAVE SAID ALREADY, TO SEE HOW HE DID AFTER HIS WOUND, AND THIS UPON ACCOUNT OF THEIR KINDRED; BUT AS JEHU WAS DESIROUS TO FALL UPON JORAM, AND THOSE WITH HIM, ON THE SUDDEN, HE DESIRED THAT NONE OF THE SOLDIERS MIGHT RUN AWAY AND TELL TO JORAM WHAT HAD HAPPENED, FOR THAT THIS WOULD BE AN EVIDENT DEMONSTRATION OF THEIR KINDNESS TO HIM, AND WOULD SHOW THAT THEIR REAL INCLINATIONS WERE TO MAKE HIM KING. 
3. SO THEY WERE PLEASED WITH WHAT HE DID, AND GUARDED THE ROADS, LEST SOMEBODY SHOULD PRIVATELY TELL THE THING TO THOSE THAT WERE AT JEZREEL. NOW JEHU TOOK HIS CHOICE HORSEMEN, AND SAT UPON HIS CHARIOT, AND WENT ON FOR JEZREEL; AND WHEN HE WAS COME NEAR, THE WATCHMAN WHOM JORAM HAD SET THERE TO SPY OUT SUCH AS CAME TO THE CITY, SAW JEHU MARCHING ON, AND TOLD JORAM THAT HE SAW A TROOP OF HORSEMEN MARCHING ON. UPON WHICH HE IMMEDIATELY GAVE ORDERS, THAT ONE OF HIS HORSEMEN SHOULD BE SENT OUT TO MEET THEM, AND TO KNOW WHO IT WAS THAT WAS COMING. SO, WHEN THE HORSEMAN CAME UP TO JEHU, HE ASKED HIM IN WHAT CONDITION THE ARMY WAS, FOR THAT THE KING WANTED TO KNOW IT; BUT JEHU BID HIM NOT AT ALL TO MEDDLE WITH SUCH MATTERS, BUT TO FOLLOW HIM. WHEN THE WATCHMAN SAW THIS, HE TOLD JORAM THAT THE HORSEMAN HAD MINGLED HIMSELF AMONG THE COMPANY, AND CAME ALONG WITH THEM. AND WHEN THE KING HAD SENT A SECOND MESSENGER, JEHU COMMANDED HIM TO DO AS THE FORMER DID; AND AS SOON AS THE WATCHMAN TOLD THIS ALSO TO JORAM, HE AT LAST GOT UPON HIS CHARIOT HIMSELF, TOGETHER WITH AHAZIAH, THE KING OF JERUSALEM; FOR, AS WE SAID BEFORE, HE WAS THERE TO SEE HOW JORAM DID, AFTER HE HAD BEEN WOUNDED, AS BEING HIS RELATION. SO, HE WENT OUT TO MEET JEHU, WHO MARCHED SLOWLY, AND IN GOOD ORDER; AND WHEN JORAM MET HIM IN THE FIELD OF NABOTH, HE ASKED HIM IF ALL THINGS WERE WELL IN THE CAMP; BUT JEHU REPROACHED HIM BITTERLY, AND VENTURED TO CALL HIS MOTHER A WITCH AND A HARLOT. UPON THIS THE KING, FEARING WHAT HE INTENDED, AND SUSPECTING HE HAD NO GOOD MEANING, TURNED HIS CHARIOT ABOUT AS SOON AS HE COULD, AND SAID TO AHAZIAH, "WE ARE FOUGHT AGAINST BY DECEIT AND TREACHERY." BUT JEHU DREW HIS BOW, AND SMOTE HIM, THE ARROW GOING THROUGH HIS HEART: SO JORAM FELL DOWN IMMEDIATELY ON HIS KNEE, AND GAVE UP THE GHOST. JEHU ALSO GAVE ORDERS TO BIDKAR, THE CAPTAIN OF THE THIRD PART OF HIS ARMY, TO CAST THE DEAD BODY OF JORAM INTO THE FIELD OF NABOTH, PUTTING HIM IN MIND OF THE PROPHECY WHICH ELIJAH PROPHESIED TO AHAB HIS FATHER, WHEN HE HAD SLAIN NABOTH, THAT BOTH HE AND HIS FAMILY SHOULD PERISH IN THAT PLACE; FOR THAT AS THEY SAT BEHIND AHAB'S CHARIOT, THEY HEARD THE PROPHET SAY SO, AND THAT IT WAS NOW COME TO PASS ACCORDING TO HIS PROPHECY. UPON THE FALL OF JORAM, AHAZIAH WAS AFRAID OF HIS OWN LIFE, AND TURNED HIS CHARIOT INTO ANOTHER ROAD, SUPPOSING HE SHOULD NOT BE SEEN BY JEHU; BUT HE FOLLOWED AFTER HIM, AND OVERTOOK HIM AT A CERTAIN ACCLIVITY, AND DREW HIS BOW, AND WOUNDED HIM; SO HE LEFT HIS CHARIOT, AND GOT UPON HIS HORSE, AND FLED FROM JEHU TO MEGIDDO; AND THOUGH HE WAS UNDER CURE, IN A LITTLE TIME HE DIED OF THAT WOUND, AND WAS CARRIED TO JERUSALEM, AND BURIED THERE, AFTER HE HAD REIGNED ONE YEAR, AND HAD PROVED A WICKED MAN, AND WORSE THAN HIS FATHER. 
4. NOW WHEN JEHU WAS COME TO JEZREEL, JEZEBEL ADORNED HERSELF AND STOOD UPON A TOWER, AND SAID, HE WAS A FINE SERVANT THAT HAD KILLED HIS MASTER! AND WHEN HE LOOKED UP TO HER, HE ASKED WHO SHE WAS, AND COMMANDED HER TO COME DOWN TO HIM. AT LAST HE ORDERED THE EUNUCHS TO THROW HER DOWN FROM THE TOWER; AND BEING THROWN DOWN, SHE BE-SPRINKLED THE WALL WITH HER BLOOD, AND WAS TRODDEN UPON BY THE HORSES, AND SO DIED. WHEN THIS WAS DONE, JEHU CAME TO THE PALACE WITH HIS FRIENDS, AND TOOK SOME REFRESHMENT AFTER HIS JOURNEY, BOTH WITH OTHER THINGS, AND BY EATING A MEAL. HE ALSO BID HIS SERVANTS TO TAKE UP JEZEBEL AND BURY HER, BECAUSE OF THE NOBILITY OF HER BLOOD, FOR SHE WAS DESCENDED FROM KINGS; BUT THOSE THAT WERE APPOINTED TO BURY HER FOUND NOTHING ELSE REMAINING BUT THE EXTREME PARTS OF HER BODY, FOR ALL THE REST WERE EATEN BY DOGS. WHEN JEHU HEARD THIS, HE ADMIRED THE PROPHECY OF ELIJAH, FOR HE FORETOLD THAT SHE SHOULD PERISH IN THIS MANNER AT JEZREEL. 
5. NOW AHAB HAD SEVENTY SONS BROUGHT UP IN SAMARIA. SO, JEHU SENT TWO EPISTLES, THE ONE TO THEM THAT BROUGHT UP THE CHILDREN, THE OTHER TO THE RULERS OF SAMARIA, WHICH SAID, THAT THEY SHOULD SET UP THE MOST VALIANT OF AHAB'S SONS FOR KING, FOR THAT THEY HAD ABUNDANCE OF CHARIOTS, AND HORSES, AND ARMOR, AND A GREAT ARMY, AND FENCED CITIES, AND THAT BY SO DOING THEY MIGHT AVENGE THE MURDER OF AHAB. THIS HE WROTE TO TRY THE INTENTIONS OF THOSE OF SAMARIA. NOW WHEN THE RULERS, AND THOSE THAT HAD BROUGHT UP THE CHILDREN, HAD READ THE LETTER, THEY WERE AFRAID; AND CONSIDERING THAT THEY WERE NOT AT ALL ABLE TO OPPOSE HIM, WHO HAD ALREADY SUBDUED TWO VERY GREAT KINGS, THEY RETURNED HIM THIS ANSWER: THAT THEY OWNED HIM FOR THEIR LORD, AND WOULD DO WHATSOEVER HE, BADE THEM. SO, HE WROTE BACK TO THEM SUCH A REPLY AS ENJOINED THEM TO OBEY WHAT HE GAVE ORDER FOR, AND TO CUT OFF THE HEADS OF AHAB'S SONS, AND SEND THEM TO HIM. ACCORDINGLY, THE RULERS SENT FOR THOSE THAT BROUGHT UP THE SONS OF AHAB, AND COMMANDED THEM TO SLAY THEM, TO CUT OFF THEIR HEADS, AND SEND THEM TO JEHU. SO, THEY DID WHATSOEVER THEY WERE COMMANDED, WITHOUT OMITTING ANY THING AT ALL, AND PUT THEM UP IN WICKER BASKETS, AND SENT THEM TO JEZREEL. AND WHEN JEHU, AS HE WAS AT SUPPER WITH HIS FRIENDS, WAS INFORMED THAT THE HEADS OF AHAB'S' SONS WERE BROUGHT, HE ORDERED THEM TO MAKE TWO HEAPS OF THEM, ONE BEFORE EACH OF THE GATES; AND IN THE MORNING HE WENT OUT TO TAKE A VIEW OF THEM, AND WHEN HE SAW THEM, HE BEGAN TO SAY TO THE PEOPLE THAT WERE PRESENT, THAT HE DID HIMSELF MAKE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST HIS MASTER [JORAM], AND SLEW HIM, BUT THAT IT WAS NOT HE THAT SLEW ALL THESE; AND HE DESIRED THEM TO TAKE NOTICE, THAT AS TO AHAB'S FAMILY, ALL THINGS HAD COME TO PASS ACCORDING TO GOD'S PROPHECY, AND HIS HOUSE WAS PERISHED, ACCORDING AS ELIJAH HAD FORETOLD. AND WHEN HE HAD FURTHER DESTROYED ALL THE KINDRED OF AHAB THAT WERE FOUND IN JEZREEL, HE WENT TO SAMARIA; AND AS HE WAS UPON THE ROAD, HE MET THE RELATIONS OF AHAZIAH KING OF JERUSALEM, AND ASKED THEM WHITHER THEY WERE GOING? THEY REPLIED, THAT THEY CAME TO SALUTE JORAM, AND THEIR OWN KING AHAZIAH, FOR THEY KNEW NOT THAT HE HAD SLAIN THEM BOTH. SO, JEHU GAVE ORDERS THAT THEY SHOULD CATCH THESE, AND KILL THEM, BEING IN NUMBER FORTY-TWO PERSONS. 
6. AFTER THESE, THERE MET HIM A GOOD AND A RIGHTEOUS MAN, WHOSE NAME WAS JEHONADAB, AND WHO HAD BEEN HIS FRIEND OF OLD. HE SALUTED JEHU, AND BEGAN TO COMMEND HIM, BECAUSE HE HAD DONE EVERY THING ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD, IN EXTIRPATING THE HOUSE OF AHAB. SO JEHU DESIRED HIM TO COME UP INTO HIS CHARIOT, AND MAKE HIS ENTRY WITH HIM INTO SAMARIA; AND TOLD HIM THAT HE WOULD NOT SPARE ONE WICKED MAN, BUT WOULD PUNISH THE FALSE PROPHETS, AND FALSE PRIESTS, AND THOSE THAT DECEIVED THE MULTITUDE, AND PERSUADED THEM TO LEAVE THE WORSHIP OF GOD ALMIGHTY, AND TO WORSHIP FOREIGN GODS; AND THAT IT WAS A MOST EXCELLENT AND MOST PLEASING SIGHT TO A GOOD AND A RIGHTEOUS MAN TO SEE THE WICKED PUNISHED. SO JEHONADAB WAS PERSUADED BY THESE ARGUMENTS, AND CAME UP INTO JEHU'S CHARIOT, AND CAME TO SAMARIA. AND JEHU SOUGHT OUT FOR ALL AHAB'S KINDRED, AND SLEW THEM. AND BEING DESIROUS THAT NONE OF THE FALSE PROPHETS, NOR THE PRIESTS OF AHAB'S GOD, MIGHT ESCAPE PUNISHMENT, HE CAUGHT THEM DECEITFULLY BY THIS WILE; FOR HE GATHERED ALL THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, AND SAID THAT HE WOULD WORSHIP TWICE AS MANY GODS AS AHAB WORSHIPPED, AND DESIRED THAT HIS PRIESTS, AND PROPHETS, AND SERVANTS MIGHT BE PRESENT, BECAUSE HE WOULD OFFER COSTLY AND GREAT SACRIFICES TO AHAB'S GOD; AND THAT IF ANY OF HIS PRIESTS WERE WANTING, THEY SHOULD BE PUNISHED WITH DEATH. NOW AHAB'S GOD WAS CALLED BAAL; AND WHEN HE HAD APPOINTED A DAY ON WHICH HE WOULD OFFER THOSE SACRIFICES, HE SENT MESSENGERS THROUGH ALL THE COUNTRY OF THE ISRAELITES, THAT THEY MIGHT BRING THE PRIESTS OF BAAL TO HIM. SO, JEHU COMMANDED TO GIVE ALL THE PRIESTS VESTMENTS; AND WHEN THEY HAD RECEIVED THEM, HE WENT INTO THE HOUSE [OF BAAL], WITH HIS FRIEND JEHONADAB, AND GAVE ORDERS TO MAKE SEARCH WHETHER THERE WERE NOT ANY FOREIGNER OR STRANGER AMONG THEM, FOR HE WOULD HAVE NO ONE OF A DIFFERENT RELIGION TO MIX AMONG THEIR SACRED OFFICES. AND WHEN THEY SAID THAT THERE WAS NO STRANGER THERE, AND THEY WERE BEGINNING THEIR SACRIFICES, HE SET FOURSCORE MEN WITHOUT, THEY BEING SUCH OF HIS SOLDIERS AS HE KNEW TO BE MOST FAITHFUL TO HIM, AND BID THEM SLAY THE PROPHETS, AND NOW VINDICATE THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY, WHICH HAD BEEN A LONG TIME IN DISESTEEM. HE ALSO THREATENED, THAT IF ANY ONE OF THEM ESCAPED, THEIR OWN LIVES SHOULD GO FOR THEM. SO, THEY SLEW THEM ALL WITH THE SWORD, AND BURNT THE HOUSE OF BAAL, AND BY THAT MEANS PURGED SAMARIA OF FOREIGN CUSTOMS [IDOLATROUS WORSHIP]. NOW THIS BAAL WAS THE GOD OF THE TYRIANS; AND AHAB, IN ORDER TO GRATIFY HIS FATHER-IN-LAW, ETHBAAL, WHO WAS THE KING OF TYRE AND SIDON, BUILT A TEMPLE FOR HIM IN SAMARIA, AND APPOINTED HIM PROPHETS, AND WORSHIPPED HIM WITH ALL SORTS OF WORSHIP, ALTHOUGH, WHEN THIS GOD WAS DEMOLISHED, JEHU PERMITTED THE ISRAELITES TO WORSHIP THE GOLDEN HEIFERS. HOWEVER, BECAUSE HE HAD DONE THUS, AND TAKEN CARE TO PUNISH THE WICKED, GOD FORETOLD BY HIS PROPHET THAT HIS SONS SHOULD REIGN OVER ISRAEL FOR FOUR GENERATIONS. AND IN THIS CONDITION WAS JEHU AT THIS TIME.
CHAPTER 7. HOW ATHALIAH REIGNED OVER JERUSALEM FOR FIVE [SIX] YEARS WHEN JEHOIADA THE HIGH PRIEST SLEW HER AND MADE JEHOASH, THE SON OF AHAZIAH, KING. 
1. NOW WHEN ATHALIAH, THE DAUGHTER OF AHAB, HEARD OF THE DEATH OF HER BROTHER JORAM, AND OF HER SON AHAZIAH, AND OF THE ROYAL FAMILY, SHE ENDEAVORED THAT NONE OF THE HOUSE OF DAVID MIGHT BE LEFT ALIVE, BUT THAT THE WHOLE FAMILY MIGHT BE EXTERMINATED, THAT NO KING MIGHT ARISE OUT OF IT AFTERWARD; AND, AS SHE THOUGHT, SHE HAD ACTUALLY DONE IT; BUT ONE OF AHAZIAH'S SONS WAS PRESERVED, WHO ESCAPED DEATH AFTER THE MANNER FOLLOWING: AHAZIAH HAD A SISTER BY THE SAME FATHER, WHOSE NAME WAS JEHOSHEBA, AND SHE WAS MARRIED TO THE HIGH PRIEST JEHOIADA. SHE WENT INTO THE KING'S PALACE, AND FOUND JEHOASH, FOR THAT WAS THE LITTLE CHILD'S NAME, WHO WAS NOT ABOVE A YEAR OLD, AMONG THOSE THAT WERE SLAIN, BUT CONCEALED WITH HIS NURSE; SO SHE TOOK HIM WITH HER INTO A SECRET BED-CHAMBER, AND SHUT HIM UP THERE, AND SHE AND HER HUSBAND JEHOIADA BROUGHT HIM UP PRIVATELY IN THE TEMPLE SIX YEARS, DURING WHICH TIME ATHALIAH REIGNED OVER JERUSALEM AND THE TWO TRIBES. 
2. NOW, ON THE SEVENTH YEAR, JEHOIADA COMMUNICATED THE MATTER TO CERTAIN OF THE CAPTAINS OF HUNDREDS, FIVE IN NUMBER, AND PERSUADED THEM TO BE ASSISTING TO WHAT ATTEMPTS HE WAS MAKING AGAINST ATHALIAH, AND TO JOIN WITH HIM IN ASSERTING THE KINGDOM TO THE CHILD. HE ALSO RECEIVED SUCH OATHS FROM THEM AS ARE PROPER TO SECURE THOSE THAT ASSIST ONE ANOTHER FROM THE FEAR OF DISCOVERY; AND HE WAS THEN OF GOOD HOPE THAT THEY SHOULD DEPOSE ATHALIAH. NOW THOSE MEN WHOM JEHOIADA THE PRIEST HAD TAKEN TO BE HIS PARTNERS WENT INTO ALL THE COUNTRY, AND GATHERED TOGETHER THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, AND THE HEADS OF THE TRIBES OUT OF IT, AND CAME AND BROUGHT THEM TO JERUSALEM TO THE HIGH PRIEST. SO, HE DEMANDED THE SECURITY OF AN OATH OF THEM, TO KEEP PRIVATE WHATSOEVER HE SHOULD DISCOVER TO THEM, WHICH REQUIRED BOTH THEIR SILENCE AND THEIR ASSISTANCE. SO, WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN THE OATH, AND HAD THEREBY MADE IT SAFE FOR HIM TO SPEAK, HE PRODUCED THE CHILD THAT HE HAD BROUGHT UP OF THE FAMILY OF DAVID, AND SAID TO THEM, "THIS IS YOUR KING, OF THAT HOUSE WHICH YOU KNOW GOD HATH FORETOLD SHOULD REIGN OVER YOU FOR ALL TIME TO COME. I EXHORT YOU THEREFORE THAT ONE-THIRD PART OF YOU GUARD HIM IN THE TEMPLE, AND THAT A FOURTH PART KEEP WATCH AT ALL THE GATES OF THE TEMPLE, AND THAT THE NEXT PART OF YOU KEEP GUARD AT THE GATE WHICH OPENS AND LEADS TO THE KING'S PALACE, AND LET THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE BE UNARMED IN THE TEMPLE, AND LET NO ARMED PERSON GO INTO THE TEMPLE, BUT THE PRIEST ONLY." HE ALSO GAVE THEM THIS ORDER BESIDES, "THAT A PART OF THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SHOULD BE ABOUT THE KING HIMSELF, AND BE A GUARD TO HIM, WITH THEIR DRAWN SWORDS, AND TO KILL THAT MAN IMMEDIATELY, WHOEVER HE BE, THAT SHOULD BE SO BOLD AS TO ENTER ARMED INTO THE TEMPLE; AND BID THEM BE AFRAID OF NOBODY, BUT PERSEVERE IN GUARDING THE KING." SO, THESE MEN OBEYED WHAT THE HIGH PRIEST ADVISED THEM TO, AND DECLARED THE REALITY OF THEIR RESOLUTION BY THEIR ACTIONS. JEHOIADA ALSO OPENED THAT ARMORY WHICH DAVID HAD MADE IN THE TEMPLE, AND DISTRIBUTED TO THE CAPTAINS OF HUNDREDS, AS ALSO TO THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, ALL THE SPEARS AND QUIVERS, AND WHAT KIND OF WEAPONS SOEVER IT CONTAINED, AND SET THEM ARMED IN A CIRCLE ROUND ABOUT THE TEMPLE, SO AS TO TOUCH ONE ANOTHER'S HANDS, AND BY THAT MEANS EXCLUDING THOSE FROM ENTERING THAT OUGHT NOT TO ENTER. SO, THEY BROUGHT THE CHILD INTO THE MIDST OF THEM, AND PUT ON HIM THE ROYAL CROWN, AND JEHOIADA ANOINTED HIM WITH THE OIL, AND MADE HIM KING; AND THE MULTITUDE REJOICED, AND MADE A NOISE, AND CRIED, "GOD SAVE THE KING!" 
3. WHEN ATHALIAH UNEXPECTEDLY HEARD THE TUMULT AND THE ACCLAMATIONS, SHE WAS GREATLY DISTURBED IN HER MIND, AND SUDDENLY ISSUED OUT OF THE ROYAL PALACE WITH HER OWN ARMY; AND WHEN SHE WAS COME TO THE TEMPLE, THE. PRIESTS RECEIVED HER; BUT AS FOR THOSE THAT STOOD ROUND ABOUT THE TEMPLE, AS THEY WERE ORDERED BY THE HIGH PRIEST TO DO, THEY HINDERED THE ARMED INERT THAT FOLLOWED HER FROM GOING IN. BUT WHEN ATHALIAH SAW THE CHILD STANDING UPON A PILLAR, WITH THE ROYAL CROWN UPON HIS HEAD, SHE RENT HER CLOTHES, AND CRIED OUT VEHEMENTLY, AND COMMANDED [HER GUARDS] TO KILL HIM THAT HAD LAID SNARES FOR HER, AND ENDEAVORED TO DEPRIVE HER OF THE GOVERNMENT. BUT JEHOIADA CALLED FOR THE CAPTAINS OF HUNDREDS, AND COMMANDED THEM TO BRING ATHALIAH TO THE VALLEY OF CEDRON, AND SLAY HER THERE, FOR HE WOULD NOT HAVE THE TEMPLE DEFILED WITH THE PUNISHMENTS OF THIS PERNICIOUS WOMAN; AND HE GAVE ORDER, THAT IF ANY ONE CAME NEAR TO HELP HER, HE SHOULD BE SLAIN ALSO; WHEREFORE THOSE THAT HAD THE CHARGE OF HER SLAUGHTER TOOK HOLD OF HER, AND LED HER TO THE GATE OF THE KING'S MULES, ARID SLEW HER THERE. 
4. NOW AS SOON AS WHAT CONCERNED ATHALIAH WAS BY THIS STRATAGEM, AFTER THIS MANNER, DISPATCHED, JEHOIADA CALLED TOGETHER THE PEOPLE AND THE ARMED MEN INTO THE TEMPLE, AND MADE THEM TAKE AN OATH THAT THEY WOULD BE OBEDIENT TO THE KING, AND TAKE CARE OF HIS SAFETY, AND OF THE SAFETY OF HIS GOVERNMENT; AFTER WHICH HE OBLIGED THE KING TO GIVE SECURITY [UPON OATH] THAT HE WOULD WORSHIP GOD, AND NOT TRANSGRESS THE LAWS OF MOSES. THEY THEN RAN TO THE HOUSE OF BAAL, WHICH ATHALIAH AND HER HUSBAND JEHORAM HAD BUILT, TO THE DISHONOR OF THE GOD OF THEIR FATHERS, AND TO THE HONOR OF AHAB, AND DEMOLISHED IT, AND SLEW MATTAN, THAT HAD HIS PRIESTHOOD. BUT JEHOIADA INTRUSTED THE CARE AND CUSTODY OF THE TEMPLE TO THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, ACCORDING TO THE APPOINTMENT OF KING DAVID, AND ENJOINED THEM TO BRING THEIR REGULAR BURNT-OFFERINGS TWICE A DAY, AND TO OFFER INCENSE ACCORDING TO THE LAW. HE ALSO ORDAINED SOME OF THE LEVITES, WITH THE PORTERS, TO BE A GUARD TO THE TEMPLE, THAT NO ONE THAT WAS DEFILED MIGHT COME THERE. 
5. AND WHEN JEHOIADA HAD SET THESE THINGS IN ORDER, HE, WITH THE CAPTAINS OF HUNDREDS, AND THE RULERS, AND ALL THE PEOPLE, TOOK JEHOASH OUT OF THE TEMPLE INTO THE KING'S PALACE; AND WHEN HE HAD SET HIM UPON THE KING'S THRONE, THE PEOPLE SHOUTED FOR JOY, AND BETOOK THEMSELVES TO FEASTING, AND KEPT A FESTIVAL FOR MANY DAYS; BUT THE CITY WAS QUIET UPON THE DEATH OF ATHALIAH. NOW JEHOASH WAS SEVEN YEARS OLD WHEN HE TOOK THE KINGDOM. HIS MOTHER'S NAME WAS ZIBIAH, OF THE CITY BEERSHEBA. AND ALL THE TIME THAT JEHOIADA LIVED JEHOASH WAS CAREFUL THAT THE LAWS SHOULD BE KEPT, AND VERY ZEALOUS IN THE WORSHIP OF GOD; AND WHEN HE WAS OF AGE, HE MARRIED TWO WIVES, WHO WERE GIVEN TO HIM BY THE HIGH PRIEST, BY WHOM WERE BORN TO HIM BOTH SONS AND DAUGHTERS. AND THUS, MUCH SHALL SUFFICE TO HAVE RELATED CONCERNING KING JEHOASH, HOW HE ESCAPED THE TREACHERY OF ATHALIAH, AND HOW HE RECEIVED THE KINGDOM.
CHAPTER 8. HAZAEL MAKES AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL AND THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM. JEHU DIES, AND JEHOAHAZ SUCCEEDS IN THE GOVERNMENT. JEHOASH THE KING OF JERUSALEM AT FIRST IS CAREFUL ABOUT THE WORSHIP OF GOD BUT AFTERWARDS BECOMES IMPIOUS AND COMMANDS ZECHARIAH TO BE STONED. WHEN JEHOASH [KING OF JUDAH] WAS DEAD, AMAZIAH SUCCEEDS HIM IN THE KINGDOM. 
1. NOW HAZAEL, KING OF SYRIA, FOUGHT AGAINST THE ISRAELITES AND THEIR KING JEHU, AND SPOILED THE EASTERN PARTS OF THE COUNTRY BEYOND JORDAN, WHICH BELONGED TO THE REUBENITES AND GADITES, AND TO [THE HALF TRIBE OF] MANASSITES; AS ALSO GILEAD AND BASHAN, BURNING, AND SPOILING, AND OFFERING VIOLENCE TO ALL THAT HE LAID HIS HANDS ON, AND THIS WITHOUT IMPEACHMENT FROM JEHU, WHO MADE NO HASTE TO DEFEND THE COUNTRY WHEN IT WAS UNDER THIS DISTRESS; NAY, HE WAS BECOME A CONTEMNER OF RELIGION, AND A DESPISER OF HOLINESS, AND OF THE LAWS, AND DIED WHEN HE HAD REIGNED OVER THE ISRAELITES TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS. HE WAS BURIED IN SAMARIA, AND LEFT JEHOAHAZ HIS SON HIS SUCCESSOR IN THE GOVERNMENT. 
2. NOW JEHOASH, KING OF JERUSALEM, HAD AN INCLINATION TO REPAIR THE TEMPLE OF GOD; SO, HE CALLED JEHOIADA, AND BID HIM SEND THE LEVITES AND PRIESTS THROUGH ALL THE COUNTRY, TO REQUIRE HALF A SHEKEL OF SILVER FOR EVERY HEAD, TOWARDS THE REBUILDING AND REPAIRING OF THE TEMPLE, WHICH WAS BROUGHT TO DECAY BY JEHORAM, AND ATHALIAH AND HER SONS. BUT THE HIGH PRIEST DID NOT DO THIS, AS CONCLUDING THAT NO ONE WOULD WILLINGLY PAY THAT MONEY; BUT IN THE TWENTY-THIRD YEAR OF JEHOASH'S REIGN, WHEN THE KING SENT FOR HIM AND THE LEVITES, AND COMPLAINED THAT THEY HAD NOT OBEYED WHAT HE ENJOINED THEM, AND STILL COMMANDED THEM TO TAKE CARE OF THE REBUILDING THE TEMPLE, HE USED THIS STRATAGEM FOR COLLECTING THE MONEY, WITH WHICH THE MULTITUDE WAS PLEASED. HE MADE A WOODEN CHEST, AND CLOSED IT UP FAST ON ALL SIDES, BUT OPENED ONE HOLE IN IT; HE THEN SET IT IN THE TEMPLE BESIDE THE ALTAR, AND DESIRED EVERY ONE TO CAST INTO IT, THROUGH THE HOLE, WHAT HE PLEASED, FOR THE REPAIR OF THE TEMPLE. THIS CONTRIVANCE WAS ACCEPTABLE TO THE PEOPLE, AND THEY STROVE ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND BROUGHT IN JOINTLY LARGE QUANTITIES OF SILVER AND GOLD; AND WHEN THE SCRIBE AND THE PRIEST THAT WERE OVER THE TREASURIES HAD EMPTIED THE CHEST, AND COUNTED THE MONEY IN THE KING'S PRESENCE, THEY THEN SET IT IN ITS FORMER PLACE, AND THUS DID THEY EVERY DAY. BUT WHEN THE MULTITUDE APPEARED TO HAVE CAST IN AS MUCH AS WAS WANTED, THE HIGH PRIEST JEHOIADA, AND KING JOASH, SENT TO HIRE MASONS AND CARPENTERS, AND TO BUY LARGE PIECES OF TIMBER, AND OF THE MOST CURIOUS SORT; AND WHEN THEY HAD REPAIRED THE TEMPLE, THEY MADE USE OF THE REMAINING GOLD AND SILVER, WHICH WAS NOT A LITTLE, FOR BOWLS, AND BASONS, AND CUPS, AND OTHER VESSELS, AND THEY WENT ON TO MAKE THE ALTAR EVERY DAY FAT WITH SACRIFICES OF GREAT VALUE. AND THESE THINGS WERE TAKEN SUITABLE CARE OF AS LONG AS JEHOIADA LIVED. 
3. BUT AS SOON AS HE WAS DEAD (WHICH WAS WHEN HE HAD LIVED ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS, HAVING BEEN A RIGHTEOUS, AND IN EVERY RESPECT A VERY GOOD MAN, AND WAS BURIED IN THE KING'S SEPULCHERS AT JERUSALEM, BECAUSE HE HAD RECOVERED THE KINGDOM TO THE FAMILY OF DAVID) KING JEHOASH BETRAYED HIS [WANT OF] CARE ABOUT GOD. THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF THE PEOPLE WERE CORRUPTED ALSO TOGETHER WITH HIM, AND OFFENDED AGAINST THEIR DUTY, AND WHAT THEIR CONSTITUTION DETERMINED TO BE MOST FOR THEIR GOOD. HEREUPON GOD WAS DISPLEASED WITH THE CHANGE THAT WAS MADE ON THE KING, AND ON THE REST OF THE PEOPLE, AND SENT PROPHETS TO TESTIFY TO THEM WHAT THEIR ACTIONS WERE, AND TO BRING THEM TO LEAVE OFF THEIR WICKEDNESS; BUT THEY HAD GOTTEN SUCH A STRONG AFFECTION AND SO VIOLENT AN INCLINATION TO IT, THAT NEITHER COULD THE EXAMPLES OF THOSE THAT HAD OFFERED AFFRONTS TO THE LAWS, AND HAD BEEN SO SEVERELY PUNISHED, THEY AND THEIR ENTIRE FAMILIES, NOR COULD THE FEAR OF WHAT THE PROPHETS NOW FORETOLD, BRING THEM TO REPENTANCE, AND TURN THEM BACK FROM THEIR COURSE OF TRANSGRESSION TO THEIR FORMER DUTY. BUT THE KING COMMANDED THAT ZECHARIAH, THE SON OF THE HIGH PRIEST JEHOIADA, SHOULD BE STONED TO DEATH IN THE TEMPLE, AND FORGOT THE KINDNESSES HE HAD RECEIVED FROM HIS FATHER; FOR WHEN GOD HAD APPOINTED HIM TO PROPHESY, HE STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THE MULTITUDE, AND GAVE THIS COUNSEL TO THEM AND TO THE KING: THAT THEY SHOULD ACT RIGHTEOUSLY; AND FORETOLD TO THEM, THAT IF THEY WOULD NOT HEARKEN TO HIS ADMONITIONS, THEY SHOULD SUFFER A HEAVY PUNISHMENT. BUT AS ZECHARIAH WAS READY TO DIE, HE APPEALED TO GOD AS A WITNESS OF WHAT HE SUFFERED FOR THE GOOD COUNSEL HE HAD GIVEN THEM, AND HOW HE PERISHED AFTER A MOST SEVERE AND VIOLENT MANNER FOR THE GOOD DEEDS HIS FATHER HAD DONE TO JEHOASH. 
4. HOWEVER, IT WAS NOT LONG BEFORE THE KING SUFFERED PUNISHMENT FOR HIS TRANSGRESSION; FOR WHEN HAZAEL, KING OF SYRIA, MADE AN IRRUPTION INTO HIS COUNTRY, AND WHEN HE HAD OVERTHROWN GATH, AND SPOILED IT, HE MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST JERUSALEM; UPON WHICH JEHOASH WAS AFRAID, AND EMPTIED ALL THE TREASURES OF GOD AND OF THE KINGS [BEFORE HIM], AND TOOK DOWN THE GIFTS THAT HAD BEEN DEDICATED [IN THE TEMPLE], AND SENT THEM TO THE KING OF SYRIA, AND PROCURED SO MUCH BY THEM, THAT HE WAS NOT BESIEGED, NOR HIS KINGDOM QUITE ENDANGERED; BUT HAZAEL WAS INDUCED BY THE GREATNESS OF THE SUM OF MONEY NOT TO BRING HIS ARMY AGAINST JERUSALEM; YET JEHOASH FELL INTO A SEVERE DISTEMPER, AND WAS SET UPON BY HIS FRIENDS, IN ORDER TO REVENGE THE DEATH OF ZECHARIAH, THE SON OF JEHOIADA. THESE LAID SNARES FOR THE KING, AND SLEW HIM. HE WAS INDEED BURIED IN JERUSALEM, BUT NOT IN THE ROYAL SEPULCHERS OF HIS FOREFATHERS, BECAUSE OF HIS IMPIETY. HE LIVED FORTY-SEVEN YEARS, AND AMAZIAH HIS SON SUCCEEDED HIM IN THE KINGDOM. 
5. IN THE ONE AND TWENTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF JEHOASH, JEHOAHAZ, THE SON OF JEHU, TOOK THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ISRAELITES IN SAMARIA, AND HELD IT SEVENTEEN YEARS. HE DID NOT [PROPERLY] IMITATE HIS FATHER, BUT WAS GUILTY OF AS WICKED PRACTICES AS HOSE THAT FIRST HAD GOD IN CONTEMPT: BUT THE KING OF SYRIA BROUGHT HIM LOW, AND BY AN EXPEDITION AGAINST HIM DID SO GREATLY REDUCE HIS FORCES, THAT THERE REMAINED NO MORE OF SO GREAT AN ARMY THAN TEN THOUSAND ARMED MEN, AND FIFTY HORSEMEN. HE ALSO TOOK AWAY FROM HIM HIS GREAT CITIES, AND MANY OF THEM ALSO, AND DESTROYED HIS ARMY. AND THESE WERE THE THINGS THAT THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL SUFFERED, ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECY OF ELISHA, WHEN HE FORETOLD THAT HAZAEL SHOULD KILL HIS MASTER, AND REIGN OVER THE SYRIANS AND DAMCENES. BUT WHEN JEHOAHAZ WAS UNDER SUCH UNAVOIDABLE MISERIES, HE HAD RECOURSE TO PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION TO GOD, AND BESOUGHT HIM TO DELIVER HIM OUT OF THE HANDS OF HAZAEL, AND NOT OVERLOOK HIM, AND GIVE HIM UP INTO HIS HANDS. ACCORDINGLY, GOD ACCEPTED OF HIS REPENTANCE INSTEAD OF VIRTUE; AND BEING DESIROUS RATHER TO ADMONISH THOSE THAT MIGHT REPENT, AND NOT TO DETERMINE THAT THEY SHOULD BE UTTERLY DESTROYED, HE GRANTED HIM DELIVERANCE FROM WAR AND DANGERS. SO, THE COUNTRY HAVING OBTAINED PEACE, RETURNED AGAIN TO ITS FORMER CONDITION, AND FLOURISHED AS BEFORE. 
6. NOW AFTER THE DEATH OF JEHOAHAZ, HIS SON JOASH TOOK THE KINGDOM, IN THE THIRTY-SEVENTH YEAR OF JEHOASH, THE KING OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH. THIS JOASH THEN TOOK THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL IN SAMARIA, FOR HE HAD THE SAME NAME WITH THE KING OF JERUSALEM, AND HE RETAINED THE KINGDOM SIXTEEN YEARS. HE WAS A GOOD MAN, AND IN HIS DISPOSITION WAS NOT AT ALL LIKE HIS FATHER. NOW AT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT WHEN ELISHA THE PROPHET, WHO WAS ALREADY VERY OLD, AND WAS NOW FALLEN INTO A DISEASE, THE KING OF ISRAEL CAME TO VISIT HIM; AND WHEN HE FOUND HIM VERY NEAR DEATH, HE BEGAN TO WEEP IN HIS SIGHT, AND LAMENT, TO CALL HIM HIS FATHER, AND HIS WEAPONS, BECAUSE IT WAS BY HIS MEANS THAT HE NEVER MADE USE OF HIS WEAPONS AGAINST HIS ENEMIES, BUT THAT HE OVERCAME HIS OWN ADVERSARIES BY HIS PROPHECIES, WITHOUT FIGHTING; AND THAT HE WAS NOW DEPARTING THIS LIFE, AND LEAVING HIM TO THE SYRIANS, THAT WERE ALREADY ARMED, AND TO OTHER ENEMIES OF HIS THAT WERE UNDER THEIR POWER; SO HE SAID IT WAS NOT SAFE FOR HIM TO LIVE ANY LONGER, BUT THAT IT WOULD BE WELL FOR HIM TO HASTEN TO HIS END, AND DEPART OUT OF THIS LIFE WITH HIM. AS THE KING WAS THUS BEMOANING HIMSELF, ELISHA COMFORTED HIM, AND BID THE KING BEND A BOW THAT WAS BROUGHT HIM; AND WHEN THE KING HAD FITTED THE BOW FOR SHOOTING, ELISHA TOOK HOLD OF HIS HANDS AND BID HIM SHOOT; AND WHEN HE HAD SHOT THREE ARROWS, AND THEN LEFT OFF, ELISHA SAID, "IF THOU HADST SHOT MORE ARROWS, THOU HADST CUT THE KINGDOM OF SYRIA UP BY THE ROOTS; BUT SINCE THOU HAST BEEN SATISFIED WITH SHOOTING THREE TIMES ONLY, THOU SHALT FIGHT AND BEAT THE SYRIANS NO MORE TIMES THAN THREE, THAT THOU MAYST RECOVER THAT COUNTRY WHICH THEY CUT OFF FROM THY KINGDOM IN THE REIGN OF THY FATHER." SO, WHEN THE KING HAD HEARD THAT, HE DEPARTED; AND A LITTLE WHILE AFTER THE PROPHET DIED. HE WAS A MAN CELEBRATED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND IN EMINENT FAVOR WITH GOD. HE ALSO PERFORMED WONDERFUL AND SURPRISING WORKS BY PROPHECY, AND SUCH AS WERE GLORIOUSLY PRESERVED IN MEMORY BY THE HEBREWS. HE ALSO OBTAINED A MAGNIFICENT FUNERAL, SUCH A ONE INDEED AS IT WAS FIT A PERSON SO BELOVED OF GOD SHOULD HAVE. IT ALSO HAPPENED, THAT AT THAT TIME CERTAIN ROBBERS CAST A MAN WHOM THEY HAD SLAIN INTO ELISHA'S GRAVE, AND UPON HIS DEAD BODY COMING CLOSE TO ELISHA'S BODY, IT REVIVED AGAIN. AND THUS FAR HAVE WE ENLARGED ABOUT THE ACTIONS OF ELISHA THE PROPHET, BOTH SUCH AS HE DID WHILE HE WAS ALIVE, AND HOW HE HAD A DIVINE POWER AFTER HIS DEATH ALSO. 
7. NOW, UPON THE DEATH OF HAZAEL, THE KING OF SYRIA, THAT KINGDOM CAME TO ADAD HIS SON, WITH WHOM JOASH, KING OF ISRAEL, MADE WAR; AND WHEN HE HAD BEATEN HIM IN THREE BATTLES, HE TOOK FROM HIM ALL THAT COUNTRY, AND ALL THOSE CITIES AND VILLAGES, WHICH HIS FATHER HAZAEL HAD TAKEN FROM THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL, WHICH CAME TO PASS, HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECY OF ELISHA. BUT WHEN JOASH HAPPENED TO DIE, HE WAS BURIED IN SAMARIA, AND THE GOVERNMENT DEVOLVED ON HIS SON JEROBOAM.
CHAPTER 9. HOW AMAZIAH MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE EDOMITES AND AMALEKITES AND CONQUERED THEM; BUT WHEN HE AFTERWARDS MADE WAR AGAINST JOASH, HE WAS BEATEN AND NOT LONG AFTER WAS SLAIN, AND UZZIAH SUCCEEDED IN THE GOVERNMENT. 
1. NOW, IN THE SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF JOASH OVER ISRAEL, AMAZIAH REIGNED OVER THE TRIBE OF JUDAH IN JERUSALEM. HIS MOTHER'S NAME WAS JEHOADDAN, WHO WAS BORN AT JERUSALEM. HE WAS EXCEEDING CAREFUL OF DOING WHAT WAS RIGHT, AND THIS WHEN HE WAS VERY YOUNG; BUT WHEN HE CAME TO THE MANAGEMENT OF AFFAIRS, AND TO THE GOVERNMENT, HE RESOLVED THAT HE OUGHT FIRST OF ALL TO AVENGE HIS FATHER JEHOASH, AND TO PUNISH THOSE HIS FRIENDS THAT HAD LAID VIOLENT HANDS UPON HIM: SO HE SEIZED UPON THEM ALL, AND PUT THEM TO DEATH; YET DID HE EXECUTE NO SEVERITY ON THEIR CHILDREN, BUT ACTED THEREIN ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF MOSES, WHO DID NOT THINK IT JUST TO PUNISH CHILDREN FOR THE SINS OF THEIR FATHERS. AFTER THIS HE CHOSE HIM AN ARMY OUT OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH AND BENJAMIN, OF SUCH AS WERE IN THE FLOWER OF THEIR AGE, AND ABOUT TWENTY YEARS OLD; AND WHEN HE HAD COLLECTED ABOUT THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND OF THEM TOGETHER, HE SET CAPTAINS OF HUNDREDS OVER THEM. HE ALSO SENT TO THE KING OF ISRAEL, AND HIRED A HUNDRED THOUSAND OF HIS SOLDIERS FOR A HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER, FOR HE HAD RESOLVED TO MAKE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE NATIONS OF THE AMATEKITES, AND EDOMITES, AND GEBALITES: BUT AS HE WAS PREPARING FOR HIS EXPEDITION, AND READY TO GO OUT TO THE WAR, A PROPHET GAVE HIM COUNSEL TO DISMISS THE ARMY OF THE ISRAELITES, BECAUSE THEY WERE BAD MEN, AND BECAUSE GOD FORETOLD THAT HE SHOULD BE BEATEN, IF HE MADE USE OF THEM AS AUXILIARIES; BUT THAT HE SHOULD OVERCOME HIS ENEMIES, THOUGH HE HAD BUT A FEW SOLDIERS, WHEN IT SO PLEASED GOD. AND WHEN THE KING GRUDGED AT HIS HAVING ALREADY PAID THE HIRE OF THE ISRAELITES, THE PROPHET EXHORTED HIM TO DO WHAT GOD WOULD HAVE HIM, BECAUSE HE SHOULD THEREBY OBTAIN MUCH WEALTH FROM GOD. SO, HE DISMISSED THEM, AND SAID THAT HE STILL FREELY GAVE THEM THEIR PAY, AND WENT HIMSELF WITH HIS OWN ARMY, AND MADE WAR WITH THE NATIONS BEFORE MENTIONED; AND WHEN HE HAD BEATEN THEM IN BATTLE, HE SLEW OF THEM TEN THOUSAND, AND TOOK AS MANY PRISONERS ALIVE, WHOM HE BROUGHT TO THE GREAT ROCK WHICH IS IN ARABIA, AND THREW THEM DOWN FROM IT HEADLONG. HE ALSO BROUGHT AWAY A GREAT DEAL OF PREY AND VAST RICHES FROM THOSE NATIONS. BUT WHILE AMAZIAH WAS ENGAGED IN THIS EXPEDITION, THOSE ISRAELITES WHOM HE HAD HIRED, AND THEN DISMISSED, WERE VERY UNEASY AT IT, AND TAKING THEIR DISMISSION FOR AN AFFRONT, (AS SUPPOSING THAT THIS WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN DONE TO THEM BUT OUT OF CONTEMPT,) THEY FELL UPON HIS KINGDOM, AND PROCEEDED TO SPOIL THE COUNTRY AS FAR AS BETH-HORON, AND TOOK MUCH CATTLE, AND SLEW THREE THOUSAND MEN. 
2. NOW UPON THE VICTORY WHICH AMAZIAH HAD GOTTEN, AND THE GREAT ACTS HE HAD DONE, HE WAS PUFFED UP, AND BEGAN TO OVERLOOK GOD, WHO HAD GIVEN HIM THE VICTORY, AND PROCEEDED TO WORSHIP THE GODS HE HAD BROUGHT OUT OF THE COUNTRY OF THE AMALEKITES. SO A PROPHET CAME TO HIM, AND SAID, THAT HE WONDERED HOW HE COULD ESTEEM THESE TO BE GODS, WHO HAD BEEN OF NO ADVANTAGE TO THEIR OWN PEOPLE WHO PAID THEM HONORS, NOR HAD DELIVERED THEM FROM HIS HANDS, BUT HAD OVERLOOKED THE DESTRUCTION OF MANY OF THEM, AND HAD SUFFERED THEMSELVES TO BE CARRIED CAPTIVE, FOR THAT THEY HAD BEEN CARRIED TO JERUSALEM IN THE SAME MANNER AS ANY ONE MIGHT HAVE TAKEN SOME OF THE ENEMY ALIVE, AND LED THEM THITHER. THIS REPROOF PROVOKED THE KING TO ANGER, AND HE COMMANDED THE PROPHET TO HOLD HIS PEACE, AND THREATENED TO PUNISH HIM IF HE MEDDLED WITH HIS CONDUCT. SO, HE REPLIED, THAT HE SHOULD INDEED HOLD HIS PEACE; BUT FORETOLD WITHAL, THAT GOD WOULD NOT OVERLOOK HIS ATTEMPTS FOR INNOVATION. BUT AMAZIAH WAS NOT ABLE TO CONTAIN HIMSELF UNDER THAT PROSPERITY WHICH GOD HAD GIVEN HIM, ALTHOUGH HE HAD AFFRONTED GOD THEREUPON; BUT IN A VEIN OF INSOLENCE HE WROTE TO JOASH, THE KING OF ISRAEL, AND COMMANDED THAT HE AND ALL HIS PEOPLE SHOULD BE OBEDIENT TO HIM, AS THEY HAD FORMERLY BEEN OBEDIENT TO HIS PROGENITORS, DAVID AND SOLOMON; AND HE LET HIM KNOW, THAT IF HE WOULD NOT BE SO WISE AS TO DO WHAT HE COMMANDED HIM, HE MUST FIGHT FOR HIS DOMINION. TO WHICH MESSAGE JOASH RETURNED THIS ANSWER IN WRITING: "KING JOASH TO KING AMAZIAH. THERE WAS A VASTLY TALL CYPRESS TREE IN MOUNT LEBANON, AS ALSO A THISTLE; THIS THISTLE SENT TO THE CYPRESS TREE TO GIVE THE CYPRESS TREE'S DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE THISTLE'S SON; BUT AS THE THISTLE WAS SAYING THIS, THERE CAME A WILD BEAST, AND TROD DOWN THE THISTLE: AND THIS MAY BE A LESSON TO THEE, NOT TO BE SO AMBITIOUS, AND TO HAVE A CARE, LEST UPON THY GOOD SUCCESS IN THE FIGHT AGAINST THE AMALEKITES THOU GROWEST SO PROUD, AS TO BRING DANGERS UPON THYSELF AND UPON THY KINGDOM." 
3. WHEN AMAZIAH HAD READ THIS LETTER, HE WAS MORE EAGER UPON THIS EXPEDITION, WHICH, I SUPPOSE, WAS BY THE IMPULSE OF GOD, THAT HE MIGHT BE PUNISHED FOR HIS OFFENSE AGAINST HIM. BUT AS SOON AS HE LED OUT HIS ARMY AGAINST JOASH, AND THEY WERE GOING TO JOIN BATTLE WITH HIM, THERE CAME SUCH A FEAR AND CONSTERNATION UPON THE ARMY OF AMAZIAH, AS GOD, WHEN HE IS DISPLEASED, SENDS UPON MEN, AND DISCOMFITED THEM, EVEN BEFORE THEY CAME TO A CLOSE FIGHT. NOW IT HAPPENED, THAT AS THEY WERE SCATTERED ABOUT BY THE TERROR THAT WAS UPON THEM, AMAZIAH WAS LEFT ALONE, AND WAS TAKEN PRISONER BY THE ENEMY; WHEREUPON JOASH THREATENED TO KILL HIM, UNLESS HE WOULD PERSUADE THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM TO OPEN THEIR GATES TO HIM, AND RECEIVE HIM AND HIS ARMY INTO THE CITY. ACCORDINGLY, AMAZIAH WAS SO DISTRESSED, AND IN SUCH FEAR OF HIS LIFE, THAT HE MADE HIS ENEMY TO BE RECEIVED INTO THE CITY. SO JOASH OVER THREW A PART OF THE WALL, OF THE LENGTH OF FOUR HUNDRED CUBITS, AND DROVE HIS CHARIOT THROUGH THE BREACH INTO JERUSALEM, AND LED AMAZIAH CAPTIVE ALONG WITH HIM; BY WHICH MEANS HE BECAME MASTER OF JERUSALEM, AND TOOK AWAY THE TREASURES OF GOD, AND CARRIED OFF ALL THE GOLD AND SILVER THAT WAS IN THE KING'S PALACE, AND THEN FREED THE KING FROM CAPTIVITY, AND RETURNED TO SAMARIA. NOW THESE THINGS HAPPENED TO THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM IN THE FOURTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF AMAZIAH, WHO AFTER THIS HAD A CONSPIRACY MADE AGAINST HIM BY HIS FRIENDS, AND FLED TO THE CITY LACHISH, AND WAS THERE SLAIN BY THE CONSPIRATORS, WHO SENT MEN THITHER TO KILL HIM. SO, THEY TOOK UP HIS DEAD BODY, AND CARRIED IT TO JERUSALEM, AND MADE A ROYAL FUNERAL FOR HIM. THIS WAS THE END OF THE LIFE OF AMAZIAH, BECAUSE OF HIS INNOVATIONS IN RELIGION, AND HIS CONTEMPT OF GOD, WHEN HE HAD LIVED FIFTY-FOUR YEARS, AND HAD REIGNED TWENTY-NINE. HE WAS SUCCEEDED BY HIS SON, WHOSE NAME WAS UZZIAH.
CHAPTER 10. CONCERNING JEROBOAM KING OF ISRAEL AND JONAH THE PROPHET; AND HOW AFTER THE DEATH OF JEROBOAM HIS SON ZACHARIAH TOOK THE GOVERNMENT. HOW UZZIAH, KING OF JERUSALEM, SUBDUED THE NATIONS THAT WERE ROUND ABOUT HIM; AND WHAT BEFELL HIM WHEN HE ATTEMPTED TO OFFER INCENSE TO GOD. 
1. IN THE FIFTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF AMAZIAH, JEROBOAM THE SON OF JOASH REIGNED OVER ISRAEL IN SAMARIA FORTY YEARS. THIS KING WAS GUILTY OF CONTUMELY AGAINST GOD, AND BECAME VERY WICKED IN WORSHIPPING OF IDOLS, AND IN MANY UNDERTAKINGS THAT WERE ABSURD AND FOREIGN. HE WAS ALSO THE CAUSE OF TEN THOUSAND MISFORTUNES TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. NOW ONE JONAH, A PROPHET, FORETOLD TO HIM THAT HE SHOULD MAKE WAR WITH THE SYRIANS, AND CONQUER THEIR ARMY, AND ENLARGE THE BOUNDS OF HIS KINGDOM ON THE NORTHERN PARTS TO THE CITY HAMATH, AND ON THE SOUTHERN TO THE LAKE ASPHALTITIS; FOR THE BOUNDS OF THE CANAANITES ORIGINALLY WERE THESE, AS JOSHUA THEIR GENERAL HAD DETERMINED THEM. SO, JEROBOAM MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE SYRIANS, AND OVERRAN ALL THEIR COUNTRY, AS JONAH HAD FORETOLD. 
2. NOW I CANNOT BUT THINK IT NECESSARY FOR ME, WHO HAVE PROMISED TO GIVE AN ACCURATE ACCOUNT OF OUR AFFAIRS, TO DESCRIBE THE ACTIONS OF THIS PROPHET, SO FAR AS I HAVE FOUND THEM WRITTEN DOWN IN THE HEBREW BOOKS. JONAH HAD BEEN COMMANDED BY GOD TO GO TO THE KINGDOM OF NINEVEH; AND WHEN HE WAS THERE, TO PUBLISH IT IN THAT CITY, HOW IT SHOULD LOSE THE DOMINION IT HAD OVER THE NATIONS. BUT HE WENT NOT, OUT OF FEAR; NAY, HE RAN AWAY FROM GOD TO THE CITY OF JOPPA, AND FINDING A SHIP THERE, HE WENT INTO IT, AND SAILED TO TARSUS, IN CILICIA AND UPON THE RISE OF A MOST TERRIBLE STORM, WHICH WAS SO GREAT THAT THE SHIP WAS IN DANGER OF SINKING, THE MARINERS, THE MASTER, AND THE PILOT HIMSELF, MADE PRAYERS AND VOWS, IN CASE THEY ESCAPED THE SEA: BUT JONAH LAY STILL AND COVERED [IN THE SHIP,] WITHOUT IMITATING ANY THING THAT THE OTHERS DID; BUT AS THE WAVES GREW GREATER, AND THE SEA BECAME MORE VIOLENT BY THE WINDS, THEY SUSPECTED, AS IS USUAL IN SUCH CASES, THAT SOME ONE OF THE PERSONS THAT SAILED WITH THEM WAS THE OCCASION OF THIS STORM, AND AGREED TO DISCOVER BY LOT WHICH OF THEM IT WAS. WHEN THEY HAD CAST LOTS, THE LOT FELL UPON THE PROPHET; AND WHEN THEY ASKED HIM WHENCE HE CAME, AND WHAT HE HAD DONE? HE REPLIED, THAT HE WAS A HEBREW BY NATION, AND A PROPHET OF ALMIGHTY GOD; AND HE PERSUADED THEM TO CAST HIM INTO THE SEA, IF THEY WOULD ESCAPE THE DANGER THEY WERE IN, FOR THAT HE WAS THE OCCASION OF THE STORM WHICH WAS UPON THEM. NOW AT THE FIRST THEY DURST NOT DO SO, AS ESTEEMING IT A WICKED THING TO CAST A MAN WHO WAS A STRANGER, AND WHO HAD COMMITTED HIS LIFE TO THEM, INTO SUCH MANIFEST PERDITION; BUT AT LAST, WHEN THEIR MISFORTUNE OVERBORE THEM, AND THE SHIP WAS JUST GOING TO BE DROWNED, AND WHEN THEY WERE ANIMATED TO DO IT BY THE PROPHET HIMSELF, AND BY THE FEAR CONCERNING THEIR OWN SAFETY, THEY CAST HIM INTO THE SEA; UPON WHICH THE SEA BECAME CALM. IT IS ALSO REPORTED THAT JONAH WAS SWALLOWED DOWN BY A WHALE, AND THAT WHEN HE HAD BEEN THERE THREE DAYS, AND AS MANY NIGHTS, HE WAS VOMITED OUT UPON THE EUXINE SEA, AND THIS ALIVE, AND WITHOUT ANY HURT UPON HIS BODY; AND THERE, ON HIS PRAYER TO GOD, HE OBTAINED PARDON FOR HIS SINS, AND WENT TO THE CITY NINEVEH, WHERE HE STOOD SO AS TO BE HEARD, AND PREACHED, THAT IN A VERY LITTLE TIME THEY SHOULD LOSE THE DOMINION OF ASIA. AND WHEN HE HAD PUBLISHED THIS, HE RETURNED. NOW I HAVE GIVEN THIS ACCOUNT ABOUT HIM AS I FOUND IT WRITTEN [IN OUR BOOKS.] 
3. WHEN JEROBOAM THE KING HAD PASSED HIS LIFE IN GREAT HAPPINESS, AND HAD RULED FORTY YEARS, HE DIED, AND WAS BURIED IN SAMARIA, AND HIS SON ZACHARIAH TOOK THE KINGDOM. AFTER THE SAME MANNER DID UZZIAH, THE SON OF AMAZIAH, BEGIN TO REIGN OVER THE TWO TRIBES IN JERUSALEM, IN THE FOURTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF JEROBOAM. HE WAS BORN OF JECOLIAH, HIS MOTHER, WHO WAS A CITIZEN OF JERUSALEM. HE WAS A GOOD MAN, AND BY NATURE RIGHTEOUS AND MAGNANIMOUS, AND VERY LABORIOUS IN TAKING CARE OF THE AFFAIRS OF HIS KINGDOM. HE MADE AN EXPEDITION ALSO AGAINST THE PHILISTINES, AND OVERCAME THEM IN BATTLE, AND TOOK THE CITIES OF GATH AND JABNEH, AND BRAKE DOWN THEIR WALLS; AFTER WHICH EXPEDITION HE ASSAULTED THOSE ARABS THAT ADJOINED TO EGYPT. HE ALSO BUILT A CITY UPON THE RED SEA, AND PUT A GARRISON INTO IT. HE, AFTER THIS, OVERTHREW THE AMMONITES, AND APPOINTED THAT THEY SHOULD PAY TRIBUTE. HE ALSO OVERCAME ALL THE COUNTRIES AS FAR AS THE BOUNDS OF EGYPT, AND THEN BEGAN TO TAKE CARE OF JERUSALEM ITSELF FOR THE REST OF HIS LIFE; FOR HE REBUILT AND REPAIRED ALL THOSE PARTS OF THE WALL WHICH HAD EITHER FALLEN DOWN BY LENGTH OF TIME, OR BY THE CARELESSNESS OF THE KINGS, HIS PREDECESSORS, AS WELL AS ALL THAT PART WHICH HAD BEEN THROWN DOWN BY THE KING OF ISRAEL, WHEN HE TOOK HIS FATHER AMAZIAH PRISONER, AND ENTERED WITH HIM INTO THE CITY. MOREOVER, HE BUILT A GREAT MANY TOWERS, OF ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY CUBITS HIGH, AND BUILT WALLED TOWNS IN DESERT PLACES, AND PUT GARRISONS INTO THEM, AND DUG MANY CHANNELS FOR CONVEYANCE OF WATER. HE HAD ALSO MANY BEASTS FOR LABOR, AND AN IMMENSE NUMBER OF CATTLE; FOR HIS COUNTRY WAS FIT FOR PASTURAGE. HE WAS ALSO GIVEN TO HUSBANDRY, AND TOOK CARE TO CULTIVATE THE GROUND, AND PLANTED IT WITH ALL SORTS OF PLANTS, AND SOWED IT WITH ALL SORTS OF SEEDS. HE HAD ALSO ABOUT HIM AN ARMY COMPOSED OF CHOSEN MEN, IN NUMBER THREE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY THOUSAND, WHO WERE GOVERNED BY GENERAL OFFICERS AND CAPTAINS OF THOUSANDS, WHO WERE MEN OF VALOR, AND OF UNCONQUERABLE STRENGTH, IN NUMBER TWO THOUSAND. HE ALSO DIVIDED HIS WHOLE ARMY INTO BANDS, AND ARMED THEM, GIVING EVERY ONE A SWORD, WITH BRAZEN BUCKLERS AND BREASTPLATES, WITH BOWS AND SLINGS; AND BESIDES THESE, HE MADE FOR THEM MANY ENGINES OF WAR FOR BESIEGING OF CITIES, SUCH AS CAST STONES AND DARTS, WITH GRAPPLERS, AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS OF THAT SORT. 
4. WHILE UZZIAH WAS IN THIS STATE, AND MAKING PREPARATION [FOR FUTURITY], HE WAS CORRUPTED IN HIS MIND BY PRIDE, AND BECAME INSOLENT, AND THIS ON ACCOUNT OF THAT ABUNDANCE WHICH HE HAD OF THINGS THAT WILL SOON PERISH, AND DESPISED THAT POWER WHICH IS OF ETERNAL DURATION (WHICH CONSISTED IN PIETY TOWARDS GOD, AND IN THE OBSERVATION OF THE LAWS); SO HE FELL BY OCCASION OF THE GOOD SUCCESS OF HIS AFFAIRS, AND WAS CARRIED HEADLONG INTO THOSE SINS OF HIS FATHER, WHICH THE SPLENDOR OF THAT PROSPERITY HE ENJOYED, AND THE GLORIOUS ACTIONS HE HAD DONE, LED HIM INTO, WHILE HE WAS NOT ABLE TO GOVERN HIMSELF WELL ABOUT THEM. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN A REMARKABLE DAY WAS COME, AND A GENERAL FESTIVAL WAS TO BE CELEBRATED, HE PUT ON THE HOLY GARMENT, AND WENT INTO THE TEMPLE TO OFFER INCENSE TO GOD UPON THE GOLDEN ALTAR, WHICH HE WAS PROHIBITED TO DO BY AZARIAH THE HIGH PRIEST, WHO HAD FOURSCORE PRIESTS WITH HIM, AND WHO TOLD HIM THAT IT WAS NOT LAWFUL FOR HIM TO OFFER SACRIFICE, AND THAT "NONE BESIDES THE POSTERITY OF AARON WERE PERMITTED SO TO DO." AND WHEN THEY CRIED OUT THAT HE MUST GO OUT OF THE TEMPLE, AND NOT TRANSGRESS AGAINST GOD, HE WAS WROTH AT THEM, AND THREATENED TO KILL THEM, UNLESS THEY WOULD HOLD THEIR PEACE. IN THE MEAN TIME A GREAT EARTHQUAKE SHOOK THE GROUND AND A RENT WAS MADE IN THE TEMPLE, AND THE BRIGHT RAYS OF THE SUN SHONE THROUGH IT, AND FELL UPON THE KING'S FACE, INSOMUCH THAT THE LEPROSY SEIZED UPON HIM IMMEDIATELY. AND BEFORE THE CITY, AT A PLACE CALLED EROGE, HALF THE MOUNTAIN BROKE OFF FROM THE REST ON THE WEST, AND ROLLED ITSELF FOUR FURLONGS, AND STOOD STILL AT THE EAST MOUNTAIN, TILL THE ROADS, AS WELL AS THE KING'S GARDENS, WERE SPOILED BY THE OBSTRUCTION. NOW, AS SOON AS THE PRIESTS SAW THAT THE KING'S FACE WAS INFECTED WITH THE LEPROSY, THEY TOLD HIM OF THE CALAMITY HE WAS UNDER, AND COMMANDED THAT HE SHOULD GO OUT OF THE CITY AS A POLLUTED PERSON. HEREUPON HE WAS SO CONFOUNDED AT THE SAD DISTEMPER, AND SENSIBLE THAT HE WAS NOT AT LIBERTY TO CONTRADICT, THAT HE DID AS HE WAS COMMANDED, AND UNDERWENT THIS MISERABLE AND TERRIBLE PUNISHMENT FOR AN INTENTION BEYOND WHAT BEFITTED A MAN TO HAVE, AND FOR THAT IMPIETY AGAINST GOD WHICH WAS IMPLIED THEREIN. SO, HE, ABODE OUT OF THE CITY FOR SOME TIME, AND LIVED A PRIVATE LIFE, WHILE HIS SON JOTHAM TOOK THE GOVERNMENT; AFTER WHICH HE DIED WITH GRIEF AND ANXIETY AT WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO HIM, WHEN HE HAD LIVED SIXTY-EIGHT YEARS, AND REIGNED OF THEM FIFTY-TWO; AND WAS BURIED BY HIMSELF IN HIS OWN GARDENS.
HAPTER 11. HOW ZACHARIAH SHALLUM, MENAHEM PEKAHIAH AND PEKAH TOOK THE GOVERNMENT OVER THE ISRAELITES; AND HOW PUL AND TIGLATH-PILESER MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE ISRAELITES. HOW JOTHAM, THE SON OF UZZIAH REIGNED OVER THE TRIBE OF JUDAH; AND WHAT THINGS NAHUM PROPHESIED AGAINST THE ASSYRIANS. 
1. NOW WHEN ZACHARIAH, THE SON OF JEROBOAM, HAD REIGNED SIX MONTHS OVER ISRAEL, HE WAS SLAIN BY THE TREACHERY OF A CERTAIN FRIEND OF HIS, WHOSE NAME WAS SHALLUM, THE SON OF JABESH, WHO TOOK THE KINGDOM AFTERWARD, BUT KEPT IT NO LONGER THAN THIRTY DAYS; FOR MENAHEM, THE GENERAL OF HIS ARMY, WHO WAS AT THAT TIME IN THE CITY TIRZAH, AND HEARD OF WHAT HAD BEFALLEN ZACHARIAH, REMOVED THEREUPON WITH ALL HIS FORCES TO SAMARIA, AND JOINING BATTLE WITH SHALLUM, SLEW HIM; AND WHEN HE HAD MADE HIMSELF KING, HE WENT THENCE, AND CAME TO THE CITY TIPHSAH; BUT THE CITIZENS THAT WERE IN IT SHUT THEIR GATES, AND BARRED THEM AGAINST THE KING, AND WOULD NOT ADMIT HIM: BUT IN ORDER TO BE AVENGED ON THEM, HE BURNT THE COUNTRY ROUND ABOUT IT, AND TOOK THE CITY BY FORCE, UPON A SIEGE; AND BEING VERY MUCH DISPLEASED AT WHAT THE INHABITANTS OF TIPHSAH HAD DONE, HE SLEW THEM ALL, AND SPARED NOT SO MUCH AS THE INFANTS, WITHOUT OMITTING THE UTMOST INSTANCES OF CRUELTY AND BARBARITY; FOR HE USED SUCH SEVERITY UPON HIS OWN COUNTRYMEN, AS WOULD NOT BE PARDONABLE WITH REGARD TO STRANGERS WHO HAD BEEN CONQUERED BY HIM. AND AFTER THIS MANNER IT WAS THAT THIS MENAHEM CONTINUED TO REIGN WITH CRUELTY AND BARBARITY FOR TEN YEARS. BUT WHEN PUL, KING OF ASSYRIA, HAD MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST HIM, HE DID NOT THINK MEET TO FIGHT OR ENGAGE IN BATTLE WITH THE ASSYRIANS, BUT HE PERSUADED HIM TO ACCEPT OF A THOUSAND TALENTS OF SILVER, AND TO GO AWAY, AND SO PUT AN END TO THE WAR. THIS SUM THE MULTITUDE COLLECTED FOR MENAHEM, BY EXACTING FIFTY DRACHME AS POLL-MONEY FOR EVERY HEAD; AFTER WHICH HE DIED, AND WAS BURIED IN SAMARIA, AND LEFT HIS SON PEKAHIAH HIS SUCCESSOR IN THE KINGDOM, WHO FOLLOWED THE BARBARITY OF HIS FATHER, AND SO RULED BUT TWO YEARS ONLY, AFTER WHICH HE WAS SLAIN WITH HIS FRIENDS AT A FEAST, BY THE TREACHERY OF ONE PEKAH, THE GENERAL OF HIS HORSE, AND THE SON OF REMALIAH, WHO LAID SNARES FOR HIM. NOW THIS PEKAH HELD THE GOVERNMENT TWENTY YEARS, AND PROVED A WICKED MAN AND A TRANSGRESSOR. BUT THE KING OF ASSYRIA, WHOSE NAME WAS TIGLATH-PILESER, WHEN HE HAD MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE ISRAELITES, AND HAD OVERRUN ALL THE LAND OF GILEAD, AND THE REGION BEYOND JORDAN, AND THE ADJOINING COUNTRY, WHICH IS CALLED GALILEE, AND KADESH, AND HAZOR, HE MADE THE INHABITANTS PRISONERS, AND TRANSPLANTED THEM INTO HIS OWN KINGDOM. AND SO MUCH SHALL SUFFICE TO HAVE RELATED HERE CONCERNING THE KING OF ASSYRIA. 
2. NOW JOTHAM THE SON OF UZZIAH REIGNED OVER THE TRIBE OF JUDAH IN JERUSALEM, BEING A CITIZEN THEREOF BY HIS MOTHER, WHOSE NAME WAS JERUSHA. THIS KING WAS NOT DEFECTIVE IN ANY VIRTUE, BUT WAS RELIGIOUS TOWARDS GOD, AND RIGHTEOUS TOWARDS MEN, AND CAREFUL OF THE GOOD OF THE CITY (FOR WHAT PART SOEVER WANTED TO BE REPAIRED OR ADORNED HE MAGNIFICENTLY REPAIRED AND ADORNED THEM). HE ALSO TOOK CARE OF THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE CLOISTERS IN THE TEMPLE, AND REPAIRED THE WALLS THAT WERE FALLEN DOWN, AND BUILT VERY GREAT TOWERS, AND SUCH AS WERE ALMOST IMPREGNABLE; AND IF ANY THING ELSE IN HIS KINGDOM HAD BEEN NEGLECTED, HE TOOK GREAT CARE OF IT. HE ALSO MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE AMMONITES, AND OVERCAME THEM IN BATTLE, AND ORDERED THEM TO PAY TRIBUTE, A HUNDRED TALENTS, AND TEN THOUSAND CORI OF WHEAT, AND AS MANY OF BARLEY, EVERY YEAR, AND SO AUGMENTED HIS KINGDOM, THAT HIS ENEMIES COULD NOT DESPISE IT, AND HIS OWN PEOPLE LIVED HAPPILY. 
3. NOW THERE WAS AT THAT TIME A PROPHET, WHOSE NAME WAS NAHUM, WHO SPOKE AFTER THIS MANNER CONCERNING THE OVERTHROW OF THE ASSYRIANS AND OF NINEVEH: "NINEVEH SHALL BE A POOL OF WATER IN MOTION SO SHALL ALL HER PEOPLE BE TROUBLED, AND TOSSED, AND GO AWAY BY FLIGHT, WHILE THEY SAY ONE TO ANOTHER, STAND, STAND STILL, SEIZE THEIR GOLD AND SILVER, FOR THERE SHALL BE NO ONE TO WISH THEM WELL, FOR THEY WILL RATHER SAVE THEIR LIVES THAN THEIR MONEY; FOR A TERRIBLE CONTENTION SHALL POSSESS THEM ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND LAMENTATION, AND LOOSING OF THE MEMBERS, AND THEIR COUNTENANCES SHALL BE PERFECTLY BLACK WITH FEAR. AND THERE WILL BE THE DEN OF THE LIONS, AND THE MOTHER OF THE YOUNG LIONS! GOD SAYS TO THEE, NINEVEH, THAT THEY SHALL DEFACE THEE, AND THE LION SHALL NO LONGER GO OUT FROM THEE TO GIVE LAWS TO THE WORLD." AND INDEED, THIS PROPHET PROPHESIED MANY OTHER THINGS BESIDES THESE CONCERNING NINEVEH, WHICH I DO NOT THINK NECESSARY TO REPEAT, AND I HERE OMIT THEM, THAT I MAY NOT APPEAR TROUBLESOME TO MY READERS; ALL WHICH THING HAPPENED ABOUT NINEVEH A HUNDRED AND FIFTEEN YEARS AFTERWARD: SO, THIS MAY SUFFICE TO HAVE SPOKEN OF THESE MATTERS.
CHAPTER 12. HOW UPON THE DEATH OF JOTHAM, AHAZ REIGNED IN HIS STEAD; AGAINST WHOM REZIN, KING OF SYRIA AND PEKAH KING OF ISRAEL, MADE WAR; AND HOW TIGLATH-PILESER, KING OF ASSYRIA CAME TO THE ASSISTANCE OF AHAZ, AND LAID SYRIA WASTE AND REMOVING THE DAMASCENES INTO MEDIA PLACED OTHER NATIONS IN THEIR ROOM. 
1. NOW JOTHAM DIED WHEN HE HAD LIVED FORTY-ONE YEARS, AND OF THEM REIGNED SIXTEEN, AND WAS BURIED IN THE SEPULCHERS OF THE KINGS; AND THE KINGDOM CAME TO HIS SON AHAZ, WHO PROVED MOST IMPIOUS TOWARDS GOD, AND A TRANSGRESSOR OF THE LAWS OF HIS COUNTRY. HE IMITATED THE KINGS OF ISRAEL, AND REARED ALTARS IN JERUSALEM, AND OFFERED SACRIFICES UPON THEM TO IDOLS; TO WHICH ALSO HE OFFERED HIS OWN SON AS A BURNT-OFFERING, ACCORDING TO THE PRACTICES OF THE CANAANITES. HIS OTHER ACTIONS WERE ALSO OF THE SAME SORT. NOW AS HE WAS GOING ON IN THIS MAD COURSE, REZIN, THE KING OF SYRIA AND DAMASCUS, AND PEKAH, THE KING OF ISRAEL, WHO WERE NOW AT AMITY ONE WITH ANOTHER, MADE WAR WITH HIM; AND WHEN THEY HAD DRIVEN HIM INTO JERUSALEM, THEY BESIEGED THAT CITY A LONG WHILE, MAKING BUT A SMALL PROGRESS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE STRENGTH OF ITS WALLS; AND WHEN THE KING OF SYRIA HAD TAKEN THE CITY ELATH, UPON THE RED SEA, AND HAD SLAIN THE INHABITANTS, HE PEOPLED IT WITH SYRIANS; AND WHEN HE HAD SLAIN THOSE IN THE [OTHER] GARRISONS, AND THE JEWS IN THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD, AND HAD DRIVEN AWAY MUCH PREY, HE RETURNED WITH HIS ARMY BACK TO DAMASCUS. NOW WHEN THE KING OF JERUSALEM KNEW THAT THE SYRIANS WERE RETURNED HOME, HE, SUPPOSING HIMSELF A MATCH FOR THE KING OF ISRAEL, DREW OUT HIS ARMY AGAINST HIM, AND JOINING BATTLE WITH HIM WAS BEATEN; AND THIS HAPPENED BECAUSE GOD WAS ANGRY WITH HIM, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS MANY AND GREAT ENORMITIES. ACCORDINGLY, THERE WERE SLAIN BY THE ISRAELITES ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND OF HIS MEN THAT DAY, WHOSE GENERAL, AMAZIAH BY NAME, SLEW ZECHARIAH THE KING'S SON, IN HIS CONFLICT WITH AHAZ, AS WELL AS THE GOVERNOR OF THE KINGDOM, WHOSE NAME WAS AZRICAM. HE ALSO CARRIED ELKANAH, THE GENERAL OF THE TROOPS OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, INTO CAPTIVITY. THEY ALSO CARRIED THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN CAPTIVES; AND WHEN THEY HAD GOTTEN A GREAT DEAL OF PREY, THEY RETURNED TO SAMARIA. 
2. NOW THERE WAS ONE OBED, WHO WAS A PROPHET AT THAT TIME IN SAMARIA; HE MET THE ARMY BEFORE THE CITY WALLS, AND WITH A LOUD VOICE TOLD THEM THAT THEY HAD GOTTEN THE VICTORY NOT BY THEIR OWN STRENGTH, BUT BY REASON OF THE ANGER GOD HAD AGAINST KING AHAZ. AND HE COMPLAINED THAT THEY WERE NOT SATISFIED WITH THE GOOD SUCCESS THEY HAD HAD AGAINST HIM, BUT WERE SO BOLD AS TO MAKE CAPTIVES OUT OF THEIR KINSMEN THE TRIBES OF JUDAH AND BENJAMIN. HE ALSO GAVE THEM COUNSEL TO LET THEM GO HOME WITHOUT DOING THEM ANY HARM, FOR THAT IF THEY DID NOT OBEY GOD HEREIN, THEY SHOULD BE PUNISHED. SO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL CAME TOGETHER TO THEIR ASSEMBLY, AND CONSIDERED OF THESE MATTERS, WHEN A MAN WHOSE NAME WAS BERECHIAH, AND WHO WAS ONE OF CHIEF REPUTATION IN THE GOVERNMENT, STOOD UP, AND THE OTHERS WITH HIM, AND SAID, "WE WILL NOT SUFFER THE CITIZENS TO BRING THESE PRISONERS INTO THE CITY, LEST WE BE ALL DESTROYED BY GOD; WE HAVE SINS ENOUGH OF OUR OWN THAT WE HAVE COMMITTED AGAINST HIM, AS THE PROPHETS ASSURE US; NOR OUGHT WE THEREFORE TO INTRODUCE THE PRACTICE OF NEW CRIMES." WHEN THE SOLDIERS HEARD THAT, THEY PERMITTED THEM TO DO WHAT THEY THOUGHT BEST. SO, THE FORENAMED MEN TOOK THE CAPTIVES, AND LET THEM GO, AND TOOK CARE OF THEM, AND GAVE THEM PROVISIONS, AND SENT THEM TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY, WITHOUT DOING THEM ANY HARM. HOWEVER, THESE FOUR WENT ALONG WITH THEM, AND CONDUCTED THEM AS FAR AS JERICHO, WHICH IS NOT FAR FROM JERUSALEM, AND RETURNED TO SAMARIA. 
3. HEREUPON KING AHAZ, HAVING BEEN SO THOROUGHLY BEATEN BY THE ISRAELITES, SENT TO TIGLATH-PILESER, KING OF THE ASSYRIANS, AND SUED FOR ASSISTANCE FROM HIM IN HIS WAR AGAINST THE ISRAELITES, AND SYRIANS, AND DAMASCENES, WITH A PROMISE TO SEND HIM MUCH MONEY; HE SENT HIM ALSO GREAT PRESENTS AT THE SAME TIME. NOW THIS KING, UPON THE RECEPTION OF THOSE AMBASSADORS, CAME TO ASSIST AHAZ, AND MADE WAR UPON THE SYRIANS, AND LAID THEIR COUNTRY WASTE, AND TOOK DAMASCUS BY FORCE, AND SLEW REZIN THEIR KING, AND TRANSPLANTED THE PEOPLE OF DAMASCUS INTO THE UPPER MEDIA, AND BROUGHT A COLONY OF ASSYRIANS, AND PLANTED THEM IN DAMASCUS. HE ALSO AFFLICTED THE LAND OF ISRAEL, AND TOOK MANY CAPTIVES OUT OF IT. WHILE HE WAS DOING THUS WITH THE SYRIANS, KING AHAZ TOOK ALL THE GOLD THAT WAS IN THE KING'S TREASURES, AND THE SILVER, AND WHAT WAS IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND WHAT PRECIOUS GIFTS WERE THERE, AND HE CARRIED THEM WITH HIM, AND CAME TO DAMASCUS, AND GAVE IT TO THE KING OF ASSYRIA, ACCORDING TO HIS AGREEMENT. SO, HE CONFESSED THAT HE OWED HIM THANKS FOR ALL HE HAD DONE FOR HIM, AND RETURNED TO JERUSALEM. NOW THIS KING WAS SO SOTTISH AND THOUGHTLESS OF WHAT WAS FOR HIS OWN GOOD, THAT HE WOULD NOT LEAVE OFF WORSHIPPING THE SYRIAN GODS WHEN HE WAS BEATEN BY THEM, BUT HE WENT ON IN WORSHIPPING THEM, AS THOUGH THEY WOULD PROCURE HIM THE VICTORY; AND WHEN HE WAS BEATEN AGAIN, HE BEGAN TO HONOR THE GODS OF THE ASSYRIANS; AND HE SEEMED MORE DESIROUS TO HONOR ANY OTHER GODS THAN HIS OWN PATERNAL AND TRUE GOD, WHOSE ANGER WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEFEAT; NAY, HE PROCEEDED TO SUCH A DEGREE OF DESPITE AND CONTEMPT [OF GOD'S WORSHIP], THAT HE SHUT UP THE TEMPLE ENTIRELY, AND FORBADE THEM TO BRING IN THE APPOINTED SACRIFICES, AND TOOK AWAY THE GIFTS THAT HAD BEEN GIVEN TO IT. AND WHEN HE HAD OFFERED THESE INDIGNITIES TO GOD, HE DIED, HAVING LIVED THIRTY-SIX YEARS, AND OF THEM REIGNED SIXTEEN; AND HE LEFT HIS SON HEZEKIAH FOR HIS SUCCESSOR.
CHAPTER 13. HOW PEKAH DIED BY THE TREACHERY OF HOSHEA WHO WAS A LITTLE AFTER SUBDUED BY SHALMANESER; AND HOW HEZEKIAH REIGNED INSTEAD OF AHAZ; AND WHAT ACTIONS OF PIETY AND JUSTICE HE DID. 
1. ABOUT THE SAME TIME PEKAH, THE KING OF ISRAEL, DIED BY THE TREACHERY OF A FRIEND OF HIS, WHOSE NAME WAS HOSHEA, WHO RETAINED THE KINGDOM NINE YEARS' TIME, BUT WAS A WICKED MAN, AND A DESPISER OF THE DIVINE WORSHIP; AND SHALMANESER, THE KING OF ASSYRIA, MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST HIM, AND OVERCAME HIM, (WHICH MUST HAVE BEEN BECAUSE HE HAD NOT GOD FAVORABLE NOR ASSISTANT TO HIM,) AND BROUGHT HIM TO SUBMISSION, AND ORDERED HIM TO PAY AN APPOINTED TRIBUTE. NOW, IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HOSHEA, HEZEKIAH, THE SON OF AHAZ, BEGAN TO REIGN IN JERUSALEM; AND HIS MOTHER'S NAME WAS ABIJAH, A CITIZEN OF JERUSALEM. HIS NATURE WAS GOOD, AND RIGHTEOUS, AND RELIGIOUS; FOR WHEN HE CAME TO THE KINGDOM, HE THOUGHT THAT NOTHING WAS PRIOR, OR MORE NECESSARY, OR MORE ADVANTAGEOUS TO HIMSELF, AND TO HIS SUBJECTS, THAN TO WORSHIP GOD. ACCORDINGLY, HE CALLED THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, AND THE PRIESTS, AND THE LEVITES, AND MADE A SPEECH TO THEM, AND SAID, "YOU ARE NOT IGNORANT HOW, BY THE SINS OF MY FATHER, WHO TRANSGRESSED THAT SACRED HONOR WHICH WAS DUE TO GOD, YOU HAVE HAD EXPERIENCE OF MANY AND GREAT MISERIES, WHILE YOU WERE CORRUPTED IN YOUR MIND BY HIM, AND WERE INDUCED TO WORSHIP THOSE WHICH HE SUPPOSED TO BE GODS; I EXHORT YOU, THEREFORE, WHO HAVE LEARNED BY SAD EXPERIENCE HOW DANGEROUS A THING IMPIETY IS, TO PUT THAT IMMEDIATELY OUT OF YOUR MEMORY, AND TO PURIFY YOURSELVES FROM YOUR FORMER POLLUTIONS, AND TO OPEN THE TEMPLE TO THESE PRIESTS AND LEVITES WHO ARE HERE CONVENED, AND TO CLEANSE IT WITH THE ACCUSTOMED SACRIFICES, AND TO RECOVER ALL TO THE ANCIENT HONOR WHICH OUR FATHERS PAID TO IT; FOR BY THIS MEANS WE MAY RENDER GOD FAVORABLE, AND HE WILL REMIT THE ANGER HE HATH HAD TO US." 
2. WHEN THE KING HAD SAID THIS, THE PRIESTS OPENED THE TEMPLE; AND WHEN THEY HAD SET IN ORDER THE VESSELS OF GOD, AND EAST OUT WHAT WAS IMPURE, THEY LAID THE ACCUSTOMED SACRIFICES UPON THE ALTAR. THE KING ALSO SENT TO THE COUNTRY THAT WAS UNDER HIM, AND CALLED THE PEOPLE TO JERUSALEM TO CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, FOR IT HAD BEEN INTERMITTED A LONG TIME, ON ACCOUNT OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THE FORE MENTIONED KINGS. HE ALSO SENT TO THE ISRAELITES, AND EXHORTED THEM TO LEAVE OFF THEIR PRESENT WAY OF LIVING, AND RETURN TO THEIR ANCIENT PRACTICES, AND TO WORSHIP GOD, FOR THAT HE GAVE THEM LEAVE TO COME TO JERUSALEM, AND TO CELEBRATE, ALL IN ONE BODY, THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD; AND THIS HE SAID WAS BY WAY OF INVITATION ONLY, AND TO BE DONE OF THEIR OWN GOOD-WILL, AND FOR THEIR OWN ADVANTAGE, AND NOT OUT OF OBEDIENCE TO HIM, BECAUSE IT WOULD MAKE THEM HAPPY. BUT THE ISRAELITES, UPON THE COMING OF THE AMBASSADORS, AND UPON THEIR LAYING BEFORE THEM WHAT THEY HAD IN CHARGE FROM THEIR OWN KING, WERE SO FAR FROM COMPLYING THEREWITH, THAT THEY LAUGHED THE AMBASSADORS TO SCORN, AND MOCKED THEM AS FOOLS: AS ALSO THEY AFFRONTED THE PROPHETS, WHICH GAVE THEM THE SAME EXHORTATIONS, AND FORETOLD WHAT THEY WOULD SUFFER IF THEY DID NOT RETURN TO THE WORSHIP OF GOD, INSOMUCH THAT AT LENGTH THEY CAUGHT THEM, AND SLEW THEM; NOR DID THIS DEGREE OF TRANSGRESSING SUFFICE THEM, BUT THEY HAD MORE WICKED CONTRIVANCES THAN WHAT HAVE BEEN DESCRIBED: NOR DID THEY LEAVE OFF, BEFORE GOD, AS A PUNISHMENT FOR THEIR IMPIETY, BROUGHT THEM UNDER THEIR ENEMIES: BUT OF THAT MORE HEREAFTER. HOWEVER, MANY THERE WERE OF THE TRIBE OF MANASSEH, AND OF ZEBULON, AND OF ISSACHAR, WHO WERE OBEDIENT TO WHAT THE PROPHETS EXHORTED THEM TO DO, AND RETURNED TO THE WORSHIP OF GOD. NOW ALL THESE CAME RUNNING TO JERUSALEM, TO HEZEKIAH, THAT THEY MIGHT WORSHIP GOD [THERE]. 
3. WHEN THESE MEN WERE COME, KING HEZEKIAH WENT UP INTO THE TEMPLE, WITH THE RULERS AND ALL THE PEOPLE, AND OFFERED FOR HIMSELF SEVEN BULLS, AND AS MANY RAMS, WITH SEVEN LAMBS, AND AS MANY KIDS OF THE GOATS. THE KING ALSO HIMSELF, AND THE RULERS, LAID THEIR HANDS ON THE HEADS OF THE SACRIFICES, AND PERMITTED THE PRIESTS TO COMPLETE THE SACRED OFFICES ABOUT THEM. SO THEY BOTH SLEW THE SACRIFICES, AND BURNT THE BURNT-OFFERINGS, WHILE THE LEVITES STOOD ROUND ABOUT THEM, WITH THEIR MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, AND SANG HYMNS TO GOD, AND PLAYED ON THEIR PSALTERIES, AS THEY WERE INSTRUCTED BY DAVID TO DO, AND THIS WHILE THE REST OF THE PRIESTS RETURNED THE MUSIC, AND SOUNDED THE TRUMPETS WHICH THEY HAD IN THEIR HANDS; AND WHEN THIS WAS DONE, THE KING AND THE MULTITUDE THREW THEMSELVES DOWN UPON THEIR FACE, AND WORSHIPPED GOD. HE ALSO SACRIFICED SEVENTY BULLS, ONE HUNDRED RAMS, AND TWO HUNDRED LAMBS. HE ALSO GRANTED THE MULTITUDE SACRIFICES TO FEAST UPON, SIX HUNDRED OXEN, AND THREE THOUSAND OTHER CATTLE; AND THE PRIESTS PERFORMED ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO THE LAW. NOW THE KING WAS SO PLEASED HEREWITH, THAT HE FEASTED WITH THE PEOPLE, AND RETURNED THANKS TO GOD; BUT AS THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD WAS NOW COME, WHEN THEY HAD OFFERED THAT SACRIFICE WHICH IS CALLED THE PASSOVER, THEY AFTER THAT OFFERED OTHER SACRIFICES FOR SEVEN DAYS. WHEN THE KING HAD BESTOWED ON THE MULTITUDE, BESIDES WHAT THEY SANCTIFIED OF THEMSELVES, TWO THOUSAND BULLS, AND SEVEN THOUSAND OTHER CATTLE, THE SAME THING WAS DONE BY THE RULERS; FOR THEY GAVE THEM A THOUSAND BULLS, AND A THOUSAND AND FORTY OTHER CATTLE. NOR HAD THIS FESTIVAL BEEN SO WELL OBSERVED FROM THE DAYS OF KING SOLOMON, AS IT WAS NOW FIRST OBSERVED WITH GREAT SPLENDOR AND MAGNIFICENCE; AND WHEN THE FESTIVAL WAS ENDED, THEY WENT OUT INTO THE COUNTRY AND PURGED IT, AND CLEANSED THE CITY OF ALL THE POLLUTION OF THE IDOLS. THE KING ALSO GAVE ORDER THAT THE DAILY SACRIFICES SHOULD BE OFFERED, AT HIS OWN CHARGES, AND ACCORDING TO THE LAW; AND APPOINTED THAT THE TITHES AND THE FIRST-FRUITS SHOULD BE GIVEN BY THE MULTITUDE TO THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, THAT THEY MIGHT CONSTANTLY ATTEND UPON DIVINE SERVICE, AND NEVER BE TAKEN OFF FROM THE WORSHIP OF GOD. ACCORDINGLY, THE MULTITUDE BROUGHT TOGETHER ALL SORTS OF THEIR FRUITS TO THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES. THE KING ALSO MADE GARNERS AND RECEPTACLES FOR THESE FRUITS, AND DISTRIBUTED THEM TO EVERY ONE OF THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, AND TO THEIR CHILDREN AND WIVES; AND THUS, DID THEY RETURN TO THEIR OLD FORM OF DIVINE WORSHIP. NOW WHEN THE KING HAD SETTLED THESE MATTERS AFTER THE MANNER ALREADY DESCRIBED, HE MADE WAR UPON THE PHILISTINES, AND BEAT THEM, AND POSSESSED HIMSELF OF ALL THE ENEMY'S CITIES, FROM GAZA TO GATH; BUT THE KING OF ASSYRIA SENT TO HIM, AND THREATENED TO OVERTURN ALL HIS DOMINIONS, UNLESS HE WOULD PAY HIM THE TRIBUTE WHICH HIS FATHER PAID HIM FORMERLY; BUT KING HEZEKIAH WAS NOT CONCERNED AT HIS THREATENING’S, BUT DEPENDED ON HIS PIETY TOWARDS GOD, AND UPON ISAIAH THE PROPHET, BY WHOM HE INQUIRED AND ACCURATELY KNEW ALL FUTURE EVENTS. AND THUS, MUCH SHALL SUFFICE FOR THE PRESENT CONCERNING THIS KING HEZEKIAH.
CHAPTER 14. HOW SHALMANESER TOOK SAMARIA BY FORCE AND HOW HE TRANSPLANTED THE TEN TRIBES INTO MEDIA, AND BROUGHT THE NATION OF THE CUTHEANS INTO THEIR COUNTRY [IN THEIR ROOM]. 
1. WHEN SHALMANESER, THE KING OF ASSYRIA, HAD IT TOLD HIM, THAT [HOSHEA] THE KING OF ISRAEL HAD SENT PRIVATELY TO SO, THE KING OF EGYPT, DESIRING HIS ASSISTANCE AGAINST HIM, HE WAS VERY ANGRY, AND MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST SAMARIA, IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HOSHEA; BUT WHEN HE WAS NOT ADMITTED [INTO THE CITY] BY THE KING, HE BESIEGED SAMARIA THREE YEARS, AND TOOK IT BY FORCE IN THE NINTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HOSHEA, AND IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF HEZEKIAH, KING OF JERUSALEM, AND QUITE DEMOLISHED THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ISRAELITES, AND TRANSPLANTED ALL THE PEOPLE INTO MEDIA AND PERSIA AMONG WHOM HE TOOK KING HOSHEA ALIVE; AND WHEN HE HAD REMOVED THESE PEOPLE OUT OF THIS THEIR LAND HE TRANSPLANTED OTHER NATIONS OUT OF CUTHAH, A PLACE SO CALLED, (FOR THERE IS [STILL] A RIVER OF THAT NAME IN PERSIA,) INTO SAMARIA, AND INTO THE COUNTRY OF THE ISRAELITES. SO THE TEN TRIBES OF THE ISRAELITES WERE REMOVED OUT OF JUDEA NINE HUNDRED AND FORTY-SEVEN YEARS AFTER THEIR FOREFATHERS WERE COME OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND POSSESSED THEMSELVES OF THE COUNTRY, BUT EIGHT HUNDRED YEARS AFTER JOSHUA HAD BEEN THEIR LEADER, AND, AS I HAVE ALREADY OBSERVED, TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY YEARS, SEVEN MONTHS, AND SEVEN DAYS AFTER THEY HAD REVOLTED FROM REHOBOAM, THE GRANDSON OF DAVID, AND HAD GIVEN THE KINGDOM TO JEROBOAM. AND SUCH A CONCLUSION OVERTOOK THE ISRAELITES, WHEN THEY HAD TRANSGRESSED THE LAWS, AND WOULD NOT HEARKEN TO THE PROPHETS, WHO FORETOLD THAT THIS CALAMITY WOULD COME UPON THEM, IF THEY WOULD NOT LEAVE OFF THEIR EVIL DOINGS. WHAT GAVE BIRTH TO THESE EVIL DOINGS, WAS THAT SEDITION WHICH THEY RAISED AGAINST REHOBOAM, THE GRANDSON OF DAVID, WHEN THEY SET UP JEROBOAM HIS SERVANT TO BE THEIR KING, WHEN, BY SINNING AGAINST GOD, AND BRINGING THEM TO IMITATE HIS BAD EXAMPLE, MADE GOD TO BE THEIR ENEMY, WHILE JEROBOAM UNDERWENT THAT PUNISHMENT WHICH HE JUSTLY DESERVED. 
2. AND NOW THE KING OF ASSYRIA INVADED ALL SYRIA AND PHOENICIA IN A HOSTILE MANNER. THE NAME OF THIS KING IS ALSO SET DOWN IN THE ARCHIVES OF TYRE, FOR HE MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST TYRE IN THE REIGN OF ELULEUS; AND MENANDER ATTESTS TO IT, WHO, WHEN HE WROTE HIS CHRONOLOGY, AND TRANSLATED THE ARCHIVES OF TYRE INTO THE GREEK LANGUAGE, GIVES US THE FOLLOWING HISTORY: "ONE WHOSE NAME WAS ELULEUS REIGNED THIRTY-SIX YEARS; THIS KING, UPON THE REVOLT OF THE CITTEANS, SAILED TO THEM, AND REDUCED THEM AGAIN TO A SUBMISSION. AGAINST THESE DID THE KING OF ASSYRIA SEND AN ARMY, AND IN A HOSTILE MANNER OVERRUN ALL PHOENICIA, BUT SOON MADE PEACE WITH THEM ALL, AND RETURNED BACK; BUT SIDON, AND ACE, AND PALSETYRUS REVOLTED; AND MANY OTHER CITIES THERE WERE WHICH DELIVERED THEMSELVES UP TO THE KING OF ASSYRIA. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN THE TYRIANS WOULD NOT SUBMIT TO HIM, THE KING RETURNED, AND FELL UPON THEM AGAIN, WHILE THE PHOENICIANS HAD FURNISHED HIM WITH THREESCORE SHIPS, AND EIGHT HUNDRED MEN TO ROW THEM; AND WHEN THE TYRIANS HAD COME UPON THEM IN TWELVE SHIPS, AND THE ENEMY'S SHIPS WERE DISPERSED, THEY TOOK FIVE HUNDRED MEN PRISONERS, AND THE REPUTATION OF ALL THE CITIZENS OF TYRE WAS THEREBY INCREASED; BUT THE KING OF ASSYRIA RETURNED, AND PLACED GUARDS AT THEIR RIVERS AND AQUEDUCTS, WHO SHOULD HINDER THE TYRIANS FROM DRAWING WATER. THIS CONTINUED FOR FIVE YEARS; AND STILL THE TYRIANS BORE THE SIEGE, AND DRANK OF THE WATER THEY HAD OUT OF THE WELLS THEY DUG." AND THIS IS WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE TYRIAN ARCHIVES CONCERNING SHALMANESER, THE KING OF ASSYRIA. 
3. BUT NOW THE CUTHEANS, WHO REMOVED INTO SAMARIA, (FOR THAT IS THE NAME THEY HAVE BEEN CALLED BY TO THIS TIME, BECAUSE THEY WERE BROUGHT OUT OF THE COUNTRY CALLED CUTHAH, WHICH IS A COUNTRY OF PERSIA, AND THERE IS A RIVER OF THE SAME NAME IN IT,) EACH OF THEM, ACCORDING TO THEIR NATIONS, WHICH WERE IN NUMBER FIVE, BROUGHT THEIR OWN GODS INTO SAMARIA, AND BY WORSHIPPING THEM, AS WAS THE CUSTOM OF THEIR OWN COUNTRIES, THEY PROVOKED ALMIGHTY GOD TO BE ANGRY AND DISPLEASED AT THEM, FOR A PLAGUE SEIZED UPON THEM, BY WHICH THEY WERE DESTROYED; AND WHEN THEY FOUND NO CURE FOR THEIR MISERIES, THEY LEARNED BY THE ORACLE THAT THEY OUGHT TO WORSHIP ALMIGHTY GOD, AS THE METHOD FOR THEIR DELIVERANCE. SO, THEY SENT AMBASSADORS TO THE KING OF ASSYRIA, AND DESIRED HIM TO SEND THEM SOME OF THOSE PRIESTS OF THE ISRAELITES WHOM HE HAD TAKEN CAPTIVE. AND WHEN HE THEREUPON SENT THEM, AND THE PEOPLE WERE BY THEM TAUGHT THE LAWS, AND THE HOLY WORSHIP OF GOD, THEY WORSHIPPED HIM IN A RESPECTFUL MANNER, AND THE PLAGUE CEASED IMMEDIATELY; AND INDEED, THEY CONTINUE TO MAKE USE OF THE VERY SAME CUSTOMS TO THIS VERY TIME, AND ARE CALLED IN THE HEBREW TONGUE CUTLANS, BUT IN THE GREEK TONGUE SAMARITANS. AND WHEN THEY SEE THE JEWS IN PROSPERITY, THEY PRETEND THAT THEY ARE CHANGED, AND ALLIED TO THEM, AND CALL THEM KINSMEN, AS THOUGH THEY WERE DERIVED FROM JOSEPH, AND HAD BY THAT MEANS AN ORIGINAL ALLIANCE WITH THEM; BUT WHEN THEY SEE THEM FALLING INTO A LOW CONDITION, THEY SAY THEY ARE NO WAY RELATED TO THEM, AND THAT THE JEWS HAVE NO RIGHT TO EXPECT ANY KINDNESS OR MARKS OF KINDRED FROM THEM, BUT THEY DECLARE THAT THEY ARE SOJOURNERS, THAT COME FROM OTHER COUNTRIES. BUT OF THESE WE SHALL HAVE A MORE SEASONABLE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCOURSE HEREAFTER.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK X
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO YEARS AND A HALF FROM THE CAPTIVITY OF THE TEN TRIBES TO THE FIRST YEAR OF CYRUS
CHAPTER 1. HOW SENNACHERIB MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST HEZEKIAH; WHAT THREATENING’S RABSHAKEH MADE TO HEZEKIAH WHEN SENNACHERIB WAS GONE AGAINST THE EGYPTIANS; HOW ISAIAH THE PROPHET ENCOURAGED HIM; HOW SENNACHERIB HAVING FAILED OF SUCCESS IN EGYPT, RETURNED THENCE TO JERUSALEM; AND HOW UPON HIS FINDING HIS ARMY DESTROYED, HE RETURNED HOME; AND WHAT BEFELL HIM A LITTLE AFTERWARD. 
1. IT WAS NOW THE FOURTEENTH YEAR OF THE GOVERNMENT OF HEZEKIAH, KING OF THE TWO TRIBES, WHEN THE KING OF ASSYRIA, WHOSE NAME WAS SENNACHERIB, MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST HIM WITH A GREAT ARMY, AND TOOK ALL THE CITIES OF THE TRIBES OF JUDAH AND BENJAMIN BY FORCE; AND WHEN HE WAS READY TO BRING HIS ARMY AGAINST JERUSALEM, HEZEKIAH SENT AMBASSADORS TO HIM BEFOREHAND, AND PROMISED TO SUBMIT, AND PAY WHAT TRIBUTE HE SHOULD APPOINT. HEREUPON SENNACHERIB, WHEN HE HEARD OF WHAT OFFERS THE AMBASSADORS MADE, RESOLVED NOT TO PROCEED IN THE WAR, BUT TO ACCEPT OF THE PROPOSALS THAT WERE MADE HIM; AND IF HE MIGHT RECEIVE THREE HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER, AND THIRTY TALENTS OF GOLD, HE PROMISED THAT HE WOULD DEPART IN A FRIENDLY MANNER; AND HE GAVE SECURITY UPON OATH TO THE AMBASSADORS THAT HE WOULD THEN DO HIM NO HARM, BUT GO AWAY AS HE CAME. SO, HEZEKIAH SUBMITTED, AND EMPTIED HIS TREASURES, AND SENT THE MONEY, AS SUPPOSING HE SHOULD BE FREED FROM HIS ENEMY, AND FROM ANY FURTHER DISTRESS ABOUT HIS KINGDOM. ACCORDINGLY, THE ASSYRIAN KING TOOK IT, AND YET HAD NO REGARD TO WHAT HE HAD PROMISED; BUT WHILE HE HIMSELF WENT TO THE WAR AGAINST THE EGYPTIANS AND ETHIOPIANS, HE LEFT HIS GENERAL RABSHAKEH, AND TWO, OTHER OF HIS PRINCIPAL COMMANDERS, WITH GREAT FORCES, TO DESTROY JERUSALEM. THE NAMES OF THE TWO OTHER COMMANDERS WERE TARTAN AND RABSARIS. 
2. NOW AS SOON AS THEY WERE COME BEFORE THE WALLS, THEY PITCHED THEIR CAMP, AND SENT MESSENGERS TO HEZEKIAH, AND DESIRED THAT THEY MIGHT SPEAK WITH HIM; BUT HE DID NOT HIMSELF COME OUT TO THEM FOR FEAR, BUT HE SENT THREE OF HIS MOST INTIMATE FRIENDS; THE NAME OF ONE WAS ELIAKIM, WHO WAS OVER THE KINGDOM, AND SHEBNA, AND JOAH THE RECORDER. SO THESE MEN CAME OUT, AND STOOD OVER AGAINST THE COMMANDERS OF THE ASSYRIAN ARMY; AND WHEN RABSHAKEH SAW THEM, HE BID THEM GO AND SPEAK TO HEZEKIAH IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING: THAT SENNACHERIB, THE GREAT KING, DESIRES TO KNOW OF HIM, ON WHOM IT IS THAT HE RELIES AND DEPENDS, IN FLYING FROM HIS LORD, AND WILL NOT HEAR HIM, NOR ADMIT HIS ARMY INTO THE CITY? IS IT ON ACCOUNT OF THE EGYPTIANS, AND IN HOPES THAT HIS ARMY WOULD BE BEATEN BY THEM? WHEREUPON HE LETS HIM KNOW, THAT IF THIS BE WHAT HE EXPECTS, HE IS A FOOLISH MAN, AND LIKE ONE WHO LEANS ON A BROKEN REED; WHILE SUCH A ONE WILL NOT ONLY FALL DOWN, BUT WILL HAVE HIS HAND PIERCED AND HURT BY IT. THAT HE OUGHT TO KNOW HE MAKES THIS EXPEDITION AGAINST HIM BY THE WILL OF GOD, WHO HATH GRANTED THIS FAVOR TO HIM, THAT HE SHALL OVERTHROW THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL, AND THAT IN THE VERY SAME MANNER HE SHALL DESTROY THOSE THAT ARE HIS SUBJECTS ALSO. WHEN RABSHAKEH HAD MADE THIS SPEECH IN THE HEBREW TONGUE, FOR HE WAS SKILLFUL IN THAT LANGUAGE, ELIAKIM WAS AFRAID LEST THE MULTITUDE THAT HEARD HIM SHOULD BE DISTURBED; SO, HE DESIRED HIM TO SPEAK IN THE SYRIAN TONGUE. BUT THE GENERAL, UNDERSTANDING WHAT HE MEANT, AND PERCEIVING THE FEAR THAT HE WAS IN, HE MADE HIS ANSWER WITH A GREATER AND A LOUDER VOICE, BUT IN THE HEBREW TONGUE; AND SAID, THAT "SINCE THEY ALL HEARD WHAT WERE THE KING'S COMMANDS, THEY WOULD CONSULT THEIR OWN ADVANTAGE IN DELIVERING UP THEMSELVES TO US; FOR IT IS PLAIN THE BOTH YOU AND YOUR KING DISSUADE THE PEOPLE FROM SUBMITTING BY VAIN HOPES, AND SO INDUCE THEM TO RESIST; BUT IF YOU BE COURAGEOUS, AND THINK TO DRIVE OUR FORCES AWAY, I AM READY TO DELIVER TO YOU TWO THOUSAND OF THESE HORSES THAT ARE WITH ME FOR YOUR USE, IF YOU CAN SET AS MANY HORSEMEN ON THEIR BACKS, AND SHOW YOUR STRENGTH; BUT WHAT YOU HAVE NOT YOU CANNOT PRODUCE. WHY THEREFORE DO YOU DELAY TO DELIVER UP YOURSELVES TO A SUPERIOR FORCE, WHO CAN TAKE YOU WITHOUT YOUR CONSENT? ALTHOUGH IT WILL BE SAFER FOR YOU TO DELIVER YOURSELVES UP VOLUNTARILY, WHILE A FORCIBLE CAPTURE, WHEN YOU ARE BEATEN, MUST APPEAR MORE DANGEROUS, AND WILL BRING FURTHER CALAMITIES UPON YOU." 
3. WHEN THE PEOPLE, AS WELL AS THE AMBASSADORS, HEARD WHAT THE ASSYRIAN COMMANDER SAID, THEY RELATED IT TO HEZEKIAH, WHO THEREUPON PUT OFF HIS ROYAL APPAREL, AND CLOTHED HIMSELF WITH SACKCLOTH, AND TOOK THE HABIT OF A MOURNER, AND, AFTER THE MANNER OF HIS COUNTRY, HE FELL UPON HIS FACE, AND BESOUGHT GOD, AND ENTREATED HIM TO ASSIST THEM, NOW THEY HAD NO OTHER HOPE OF RELIEF. HE ALSO SENT SOME OF HIS FRIENDS, AND SOME OF THE PRIESTS, TO THE PROPHET ISAIAH, AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD PRAY TO GOD, AND OFFER SACRIFICES FOR THEIR COMMON DELIVERANCE, AND SO PUT UP SUPPLICATIONS TO HIM, THAT HE WOULD HAVE INDIGNATION AT THE EXPECTATIONS OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND HAVE MERCY UPON HIS PEOPLE. AND WHEN THE PROPHET HAD DONE ACCORDINGLY, AN ORACLE CAME FROM GOD TO HIM, AND ENCOURAGED THE KING AND HIS FRIENDS THAT WERE ABOUT HIM; AND FORETOLD THAT THEIR ENEMIES SHOULD BE BEATEN WITHOUT FIGHTING, AND SHOULD GO AWAY IN AN IGNOMINIOUS MANNER, AND NOT WITH THAT INSOLENCE WHICH THEY NOW SHOW, FOR THAT GOD WOULD TAKE CARE THAT THEY SHOULD BE DESTROYED. HE ALSO FORETOLD THAT SENNACHERIB, THE KING OF ASSYRIA, SHOULD FAIL OF HIS PURPOSE AGAINST EGYPT, AND THAT WHEN HE CAME, HOME HE SHOULD PERISH BY THE SWORD. 
4. ABOUT THE SAME TIME ALSO THE KING OF ASSYRIA WROTE AN EPISTLE TO HEZEKIAH, IN WHICH HE SAID HE WAS A FOOLISH MAN, IN SUPPOSING THAT HE SHOULD ESCAPE FROM BEING HIS SERVANT, SINCE HE HAD ALREADY BROUGHT UNDER MANY AND GREAT NATIONS; AND HE THREATENED, THAT WHEN HE TOOK HIM, HE WOULD UTTERLY DESTROY HIM, UNLESS HE NOW OPENED THE GATES, AND WILLINGLY RECEIVED HIS ARMY INTO JERUSALEM. WHEN HE READ THIS EPISTLE, HE DESPISED IT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE TRUST THAT BE HAD IN GOD; BUT HE ROLLED UP THE EPISTLE, AND LAID IT UP WITHIN THE TEMPLE. AND AS HE MADE HIS FURTHER PRAYERS TO GOD FOR THE CITY, AND FOR THE PRESERVATION OF ALL THE PEOPLE, THE PROPHET ISAIAH SAID THAT GOD HAD HEARD HIS PRAYER, AND THAT HE SHOULD NOT BE BESIEGED AT THIS TIME BY THE KING OF ASSYRIA THAT FOR THE FUTURE HE MIGHT BE SECURE OF NOT BEING AT ALL DISTURBED BY HIM; AND THAT THE PEOPLE MIGHT GO ON PEACEABLY, AND WITHOUT FEAR, WITH THEIR HUSBANDRY AND OTHER AFFAIRS. BUT AFTER A LITTLE WHILE THE KING OF ASSYRIA, WHEN HE HAD FAILED OF HIS TREACHEROUS DESIGNS AGAINST THE EGYPTIANS, RETURNED HOME WITHOUT SUCCESS, ON THE FOLLOWING OCCASION: HE SPENT A LONG TIME IN THE SIEGE OF PELUSIUM; AND WHEN THE BANKS THAT HE HAD RAISED OVER AGAINST THE WALLS WERE OF A GREAT HEIGHT, AND WHEN HE WAS READY TO MAKE AN IMMEDIATE ASSAULT UPON THEM, BUT HEARD THAT TIRHAKA, KING OF THE ETHIOPIANS, WAS COMING AND BRINGING GREAT FORCES TO AID THE EGYPTIANS, AND WAS RESOLVED TO MARCH THROUGH THE DESERT, AND SO TO FALL DIRECTLY UPON THE ASSYRIANS, THIS KING SENNACHERIB WAS DISTURBED AT THE NEWS, AND, AS I SAID BEFORE, LEFT PELUSIUM, AND RETURNED BACK WITHOUT SUCCESS. NOW CONCERNING THIS SENNACHERIB, HERODOTUS ALSO SAYS, IN THE SECOND BOOK OF HIS HISTORIES, HOW "THIS KING CAME AGAINST THE EGYPTIAN KING, WHO WAS THE PRIEST OF VULCAN; AND THAT AS HE WAS BESIEGING PELUSIUM, HE BROKE UP THE SIEGE ON THE FOLLOWING OCCASION: THIS EGYPTIAN PRIEST PRAYED TO GOD, AND GOD HEARD HIS PRAYER, AND SENT A JUDGMENT UPON THE ARABIAN KING." BUT IN THIS HERODOTUS WAS MISTAKEN, WHEN HE CALLED THIS KING NOT KING OF THE ASSYRIANS, BUT OF THE ARABIANS; FOR HE SAITH THAT "A MULTITUDE OF MICE GNAWED TO PIECES IN ONE NIGHT BOTH THE BOWS AND THE REST OF THE ARMOR OF THE ASSYRIANS, AND THAT IT WAS ON THAT ACCOUNT THAT THE KING, WHEN HE HAD NO BOWS LEFT, DREW OFF HIS ARMY FROM PELUSIUM." AND HERODOTUS DOES INDEED GIVE US THIS HISTORY; NAY, AND BEROSUS, WHO WROTE OF THE AFFAIRS OF CHALDEA, MAKES MENTION OF THIS KING SENNACHERIB, AND THAT HE RULED OVER THE ASSYRIANS, AND THAT HE MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST ALL ASIA AND EGYPT; AND SAYS THUS: 
5. "NOW WHEN SENNACHERIB WAS RETURNING FROM HIS EGYPTIAN WAR TO JERUSALEM, HE FOUND HIS ARMY UNDER RABSHAKEH HIS GENERAL IN DANGER [BY A PLAGUE], FOR GOD HAD SENT A PESTILENTIAL DISTEMPER UPON HIS ARMY; AND ON THE VERY FIRST NIGHT OF THE SIEGE, A HUNDRED FOURSCORE AND FIVE THOUSAND, WITH THEIR CAPTAINS AND GENERALS, WERE DESTROYED. SO THE KING WAS IN A GREAT DREAD AND IN A TERRIBLE AGONY AT THIS CALAMITY; AND BEING IN GREAT FEAR FOR HIS WHOLE ARMY, HE FLED WITH THE REST OF HIS FORCES TO HIS OWN KINGDOM, AND TO HIS CITY NINEVEH; AND WHEN HE HAD ABODE THERE A LITTLE WHILE, HE WAS TREACHEROUSLY ASSAULTED, AND DIED BY THE HANDS OF HIS ELDER SONS, ADRAMMELECH AND SERASER, AND WAS SLAIN IN HIS OWN TEMPLE, WHICH WAS CALLED ARASKE. NOW THESE SONS OF HIS WERE DRIVEN AWAY ON ACCOUNT OF THE MURDER OF THEIR FATHER BY THE CITIZENS, AND WENT INTO ARMENIA, WHILE ASSARACHODDAS TOOK THE KINGDOM OF SENNACHERIB." AND THIS PROVED TO BE THE CONCLUSION OF THIS ASSYRIAN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM.
CHAPTER 2. HOW HEZEKIAH WAS SICK, AND READY TO DIE; AND HOW GOD BESTOWED UPON HIM FIFTEEN YEARS LONGER LIFE, [AND SECURED THAT PROMISE] BY THE GOING BACK OF THE SHADOW TEN DEGREES. 
1. NOW KING HEZEKIAH BEING THUS DELIVERED, AFTER A SURPRISING MANNER, FROM THE DREAD HE WAS IN, OFFERED THANK-OFFERINGS TO GOD, WITH ALL HIS PEOPLE, BECAUSE NOTHING ELSE HAD DESTROYED SOME OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND MADE THE REST SO FEARFUL OF UNDERGOING THE SAME FATE THAT THEY DEPARTED FROM JERUSALEM, BUT THAT DIVINE ASSISTANCE. YET, WHILE HE WAS VERY ZEALOUS AND DILIGENT ABOUT THE WORSHIP OF GOD, DID HE SOON AFTERWARDS FALL INTO A SEVERE DISTEMPER, INSOMUCH THAT THE PHYSICIANS DESPAIRED OF HIM, AND EXPECTED NO GOOD ISSUE OF HIS SICKNESS, AS NEITHER DID HIS FRIENDS: AND BESIDES THE DISTEMPER ITSELF, THERE WAS A VERY MELANCHOLY CIRCUMSTANCE THAT DISORDERED THE KING, WHICH WAS THE CONSIDERATION THAT HE WAS CHILDLESS, AND WAS GOING TO DIE, AND LEAVE HIS HOUSE AND HIS GOVERNMENT WITHOUT A SUCCESSOR OF HIS OWN BODY; SO HE WAS TROUBLED AT THE THOUGHTS OF THIS HIS CONDITION, AND LAMENTED HIMSELF, AND ENTREATED OF GOD THAT HE WOULD PROLONG HIS LIFE FOR A LITTLE WHILE TILL HE HAD SOME CHILDREN, AND NOT SUFFER HIM TO DEPART THIS LIFE BEFORE HE WAS BECOME A FATHER. HEREUPON GOD HAD MERCY UPON HIM, AND ACCEPTED OF HIS SUPPLICATION, BECAUSE THE TROUBLE HE WAS UNDER AT HIS SUPPOSED DEATH WAS NOT BECAUSE HE WAS SOON TO LEAVE THE ADVANTAGES HE ENJOYED IN THE KINGDOM, NOR DID HE ON THAT ACCOUNT PRAY THAT HE MIGHT HAVE A LONGER LIFE AFFORDED HIM, BUT IN ORDER TO HAVE SONS, THAT MIGHT RECEIVE THE GOVERNMENT AFTER HIM. AND GOD SENT ISAIAH THE PROPHET, AND COMMANDED HIM TO INFORM HEZEKIAH, THAT WITHIN THREE DAYS' TIME HE SHOULD GET CLEAR OF HIS DISTEMPER, AND SHOULD SURVIVE IT FIFTEEN YEARS, AND THAT HE SHOULD HAVE CHILDREN ALSO. NOW, UPON THE PROPHET'S SAYING THIS, AS GOD HAD COMMANDED HIM, HE COULD HARDLY BELIEVE IT, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF THE DISTEMPER HE WAS UNDER, WHICH WAS VERY SORE, AND BY REASON OF THE SURPRISING NATURE OF WHAT WAS TOLD HIM; SO HE DESIRED THAT ISAIAH WOULD GIVE HIM SOME SIGN OR WONDER, THAT HE MIGHT BELIEVE HIM IN WHAT HE HAD SAID, AND BE SENSIBLE THAT HE CAME FROM GOD; FOR THINGS THAT ARE BEYOND EXPECTATION, AND GREATER THAN OUR HOPES, ARE MADE CREDIBLE BY ACTIONS OF THE LIKE NATURE. AND WHEN ISAIAH HAD ASKED HIM WHAT SIGN HE DESIRED TO BE EXHIBITED, HE DESIRED THAT HE WOULD MAKE THE SHADOW OF THE SUN, WHICH HE HAD ALREADY MADE TO GO DOWN TEN STEPS [OR DEGREES] IN HIS HOUSE, TO RETURN AGAIN TO THE SAME PLACE, AND TO MAKE IT AS IT WAS BEFORE. AND WHEN THE PROPHET PRAYED TO GOD TO EXHIBIT THIS SIGN TO THE KING, HE SAW WHAT HE DESIRED TO SEE, AND WAS FREED FROM HIS DISTEMPER, AND WENT UP TO THE TEMPLE, WHERE HE WORSHIPPED GOD, AND MADE VOWS TO HIM. 
2. AT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT THE DOMINION OF THE ASSYRIANS WAS OVERTHROWN BY THE MEDES; BUT OF THESE THINGS I SHALL TREAT ELSEWHERE. BUT THE KING OF BABYLON, WHOSE NAME WAS BALADAN, SENT AMBASSADORS TO HEZEKIAH, WITH PRESENTS, AND DESIRED HE WOULD BE HIS ALLY AND HIS FRIEND. SO, HE RECEIVED THE AMBASSADORS GLADLY, AND MADE THEM A FEAST, AND SHOWED THEM HIS TREASURES, AND HIS ARMORY, AND THE OTHER WEALTH HE WAS POSSESSED OF, IN PRECIOUS STONES AND IN GOLD, AND GAVE THEM PRESENTS TO BE CARRIED TO BALADAN, AND SENT THEM BACK TO HIM. UPON WHICH THE PROPHET ISAIAH CAME TO HIM, AND INQUIRED OF HIM WHENCE THOSE AMBASSADORS CAME; TO WHICH HE REPLIED, THAT THEY CAME FROM BABYLON, FROM THE KING; AND THAT HE HAD SHOWED THEM ALL HE HAD, THAT BY THE SIGHT OF HIS RICHES AND FORCES HE MIGHT THEREBY GUESS AT [THE PLENTY HE WAS IN], AND BE ABLE TO INFORM THE KING OF IT. BUT THE PROPHET REJOINED, AND SAID, "KNOW THOU, THAT, AFTER A LITTLE WHILE, THESE RICHES OF THINE SHALL BE CARRIED AWAY TO BABYLON, AND THY POSTERITY SHALL BE MADE EUNUCHS THERE, AND LOSE THEIR MANHOOD, AND BE SERVANTS TO THE KING OF BABYLON; FOR THAT GOD FORETOLD SUCH THINGS WOULD COME TO PASS." UPON WHICH WORDS HEZEKIAH WAS TROUBLED, AND SAID THAT HE WAS HIMSELF UNWILLING THAT HIS NATION SHOULD FALL INTO SUCH CALAMITIES; YET SINCE IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO ALTER WHAT GOD HAD DETERMINED, HE PRAYED THAT THERE MIGHT BE PEACE WHILE HE LIVED. BEROSUS ALSO MAKES MENTION OF THIS BALADAN, KING OF BABYLON. NOW AS TO THIS PROPHET [ISAIAH], HE WAS BY THE CONFESSION OF ALL, A DIVINE AND WONDERFUL MAN IN SPEAKING TRUTH; AND OUT OF THE ASSURANCE THAT HE HAD NEVER WRITTEN WHAT WAS FALSE, HE WROTE DOWN ALL HIS PROPHECIES, AND LEFT THEM BEHIND HIM IN BOOKS, THAT THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENT MIGHT BE JUDGED OF FROM THE EVENTS BY POSTERITY: NOR DID THIS PROPHET DO SO ALONE, BUT THE OTHERS, WHICH WERE TWELVE IN NUMBER, DID THE SAME. AND WHATSOEVER IS DONE AMONG US, WHETHER IT BE GOOD, OR WHETHER IT BE BAD, COMES TO PASS ACCORDING TO THEIR PROPHECIES; BUT OF EVERY ONE OF THESE WE SHALL SPEAK HEREAFTER. 
CHAPTER 3. HOW MANASSEH REIGNED AFTER HEZEKIAH; AND HOW WHEN HE WAS IN CAPTIVITY HE RETURNED TO GOD AND WAS RESTORED TO HIS KINGDOM AND LEFT IT TO [HIS SON] AMON. 
1. WHEN KING HEZEKIAH HAD SURVIVED THE INTERVAL OF TIME ALREADY MENTIONED, AND HAD DWELT ALL THAT TIME IN PEACE, HE DIED, HAVING COMPLETED FIFTY-FOUR YEARS OF HIS LIFE, AND REIGNED TWENTY-NINE. BUT WHEN HIS SON MANASSEH, WHOSE MOTHER'S NAME WAS HEPHZIBAH, OF JERUSALEM, HAD TAKEN THE KINGDOM, HE DEPARTED FROM THE CONDUCT OF HIS FATHER, AND FELL INTO A COURSE OF LIFE QUITE CONTRARY THERETO, AND SHOWED HIMSELF IN HIS MANNERS MOST WICKED IN ALL RESPECTS, AND OMITTED NO SORT OF IMPIETY, BUT IMITATED THOSE TRANSGRESSIONS OF THE ISRAELITES, BY THE COMMISSION OF WHICH AGAINST GOD THEY HAD BEEN DESTROYED; FOR HE WAS SO HARDY AS TO DEFILE THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND THE CITY, AND THE WHOLE COUNTRY; FOR, BY SETTING OUT FROM A CONTEMPT OF GOD, HE BARBAROUSLY SLEW ALL THE RIGHTEOUS MEN THAT WERE AMONG THE HEBREWS; NOR WOULD HE SPARE THE PROPHETS, FOR HE EVERY DAY SLEW SOME OF THEM, TILL JERUSALEM WAS OVERFLOWN WITH BLOOD. SO, GOD WAS ANGRY AT THESE PROCEEDINGS, AND SENT PROPHETS TO THE KING, AND TO THE MULTITUDE, BY WHOM HE THREATENED THE VERY SAME CALAMITIES TO THEM WHICH THEIR BRETHREN THE ISRAELITES, UPON THE LIKE AFFRONTS OFFERED TO GOD, WERE NOW UNDER. BUT THESE MEN WOULD NOT BELIEVE THEIR WORDS, BY WHICH BELIEF THEY MIGHT HAVE REAPED THE ADVANTAGE OF ESCAPING ALL THOSE MISERIES; YET DID THEY IN EARNEST LEARN THAT WHAT THE PROPHETS HAD TOLD THEM WAS TRUE. 
2. AND WHEN THEY PERSEVERED IN THE SAME COURSE OF LIFE, GOD RAISED UP WAR AGAINST THEM FROM THE KING OF BABYLON AND CHALDEA, WHO SENT AN ARMY AGAINST JUDEA, AND LAID WASTE THE COUNTRY; AND CAUGHT KING MANASSEH BY TREACHERY, AND ORDERED HIM TO BE BROUGHT TO HIM, AND HAD HIM UNDER HIS POWER TO INFLICT WHAT PUNISHMENT HE PLEASED UPON HIM. BUT THEN IT WAS THAT MANASSEH PERCEIVED WHAT A MISERABLE CONDITION HE WAS IN, AND ESTEEMING HIMSELF THE CAUSE OF ALL, HE BESOUGHT GOD TO RENDER HIS ENEMY HUMANE AND MERCIFUL TO HIM. ACCORDINGLY, GOD HEARD HIS PRAYER, AND GRANTED HIM WHAT HE PRAYED FOR. SO, MANASSEH WAS RELEASED BY THE KING OF BABYLON, AND ESCAPED THE DANGER HE WAS IN; AND WHEN HE WAS COME TO JERUSALEM, HE ENDEAVORED, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE, TO CAST OUT OF HIS MEMORY THOSE HIS FORMER SINS AGAINST GOD, OF WHICH HE NOW REPENTED, AND TO APPLY HIMSELF TO A VERY RELIGIOUS LIFE. HE SANCTIFIED THE TEMPLE, AND PURGED THE CITY, AND FOR THE REMAINDER OF HIS DAYS HE WAS INTENT ON NOTHING BUT TO RETURN HIS THANKS TO GOD FOR HIS DELIVERANCE, AND TO PRESERVE HIM PROPITIOUS TO HIM ALL HIS LIFE LONG. HE ALSO INSTRUCTED THE MULTITUDE TO DO THE SAME, AS HAVING VERY NEARLY EXPERIENCED WHAT A CALAMITY HE WAS FALLEN INTO BY A CONTRARY CONDUCT. HE ALSO REBUILT THE ALTAR, AND OFFERED THE LEGAL SACRIFICES, AS MOSES COMMANDED. AND WHEN HE HAD RE-ESTABLISHED WHAT CONCERNED THE DIVINE WORSHIP, AS IT OUGHT TO BE, HE TOOK CARE OF THE SECURITY OF JERUSALEM: HE DID NOT ONLY REPAIR THE OLD WALLS WITH GREAT DILIGENCE, BUT ADDED ANOTHER WALL TO THE FORMER. HE ALSO BUILT VERY LOFTY TOWERS, AND THE GARRISONED PLACES BEFORE THE CITY HE STRENGTHENED, NOT ONLY IN OTHER RESPECTS, BUT WITH PROVISIONS OF ALL SORTS THAT THEY WANTED. AND INDEED, WHEN HE HAD CHANGED HIS FORMER COURSE, HE SO LED HIS LIFE FOR THE TIME TO COME, THAT FROM THE TIME OF HIS RETURN TO PIETY TOWARDS GOD HE WAS DEEMED A HAPPY MAN, AND A PATTERN FOR IMITATION. WHEN THEREFORE HE HAD LIVED SIXTY-SEVEN YEARS, HE DEPARTED THIS LIFE, HAVING REIGNED FIFTY-FIVE YEARS, AND WAS BURIED IN HIS OWN GARDEN; AND THE KINGDOM CAME TO HIS SON AMON, WHOSE MOTHER'S NAME WAS MESHULEMETH, OF THE CITY OF JOTBATH. 
CHAPTER 4. HOW AMON REIGNED INSTEAD OF MANASSEH; AND AFTER AMON REIGNED JOSIAH; HE WAS BOTH RIGHTEOUS AND RELIGIOUS. AS ALSO CONCERNING HULDAH THE PROPHETESS. 
1. THIS AMON IMITATED THOSE WORKS OF HIS FATHER WHICH HE INSOLENTLY DID WHEN HE WAS YOUNG: SO, HE HAD A CONSPIRACY MADE AGAINST HIM BY HIS OWN SERVANTS, AND WAS SLAIN IN HIS OWN HOUSE, WHEN HE HAD LIVED TWENTY-FOUR YEARS, AND OF THEM HAD REIGNED TWO. BUT THE MULTITUDE PUNISHED THOSE THAT SLEW AMON, AND BURIED HIM WITH HIS FATHER, AND GAVE THE KINGDOM TO HIS SON JOSIAH, WHO WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD. HIS MOTHER WAS OF THE CITY OF BOSCATH, AND HER NAME WAS JEDIDAH. HE WAS OF A MOST EXCELLENT DISPOSITION, AND NATURALLY VIRTUOUS, AND FOLLOWED THE ACTIONS OF KING DAVID, AS A PATTERN AND A RULE TO HIM IN THE WHOLE CONDUCT OF HIS LIFE. AND WHEN HE WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD, HE GAVE DEMONSTRATIONS OF HIS RELIGIOUS AND RIGHTEOUS BEHAVIOR; FOR HE BROUGHT THE PEOPLE TO A SOBER WAY OF LIVING, AND EXHORTED THEM TO LEAVE OFF THE OPINION THEY HAD OF THEIR IDOLS, BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT GODS, BUT TO WORSHIP THEIR OWN GOD. AND BY REPEATING ON THE ACTIONS OF HIS PROGENITORS, HE PRUDENTLY CORRECTED WHAT THEY DID WRONG, LIKE A VERY ELDERLY MAN, AND LIKE ONE ABUNDANTLY ABLE TO UNDERSTAND WHAT WAS FIT TO BE DONE; AND WHAT HE FOUND THEY HAD WELL DONE, HE OBSERVED ALL THE COUNTRY OVER, AND IMITATED THE SAME. AND THUS, HE ACTED IN FOLLOWING THE WISDOM AND SAGACITY OF HIS OWN NATURE, AND IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE ADVICE AND INSTRUCTION OF THE ELDERS; FOR BY FOLLOWING THE LAWS IT WAS THAT HE SUCCEEDED SO WELL IN THE ORDER OF HIS GOVERNMENT, AND IN PIETY WITH REGARD TO THE DIVINE WORSHIP. AND THIS HAPPENED BECAUSE THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF THE FORMER KINGS WERE SEEN NO MORE, BUT QUITE VANISHED AWAY; FOR THE KING WENT ABOUT THE CITY, AND THE WHOLE COUNTRY, AND CUT DOWN THE GROVES WHICH WERE DEVOTED TO STRANGE GODS, AND OVERTHREW THEIR ALTARS; AND IF THERE WERE ANY GIFTS DEDICATED TO THEM BY HIS FOREFATHERS, HE MADE THEM IGNOMINIOUS, AND PLUCKED THEM DOWN; AND BY THIS MEANS HE BROUGHT THE PEOPLE BACK FROM THEIR OPINION ABOUT THEM TO THE WORSHIP OF GOD. HE ALSO OFFERED HIS ACCUSTOMED SACRIFICES AND BURNT-OFFERINGS UPON THE ALTAR. MOREOVER, HE ORDAINED CERTAIN JUDGES AND OVERSEERS, THAT THEY MIGHT ORDER THE MATTERS TO THEM SEVERALLY BELONGING, AND HAVE REGARD TO JUSTICE ABOVE ALL THINGS, AND DISTRIBUTE IT WITH THE SAME CONCERN THEY WOULD HAVE ABOUT THEIR OWN SOUL. HE ALSO SENT OVER ALL THE COUNTRY, AND DESIRED SUCH AS PLEASED TO BRING GOLD AND SILVER FOR THE REPAIRS OF THE TEMPLE, ACCORDING TO EVERY ONE'S INCLINATIONS AND ABILITIES. AND WHEN THE MONEY WAS BROUGHT IN, HE MADE ONE MAASEIAH THE GOVERNOR OF THE CITY, AND SHAPHAN THE SCRIBE, AND JOAB THE RECORDER, AND ELIAKIM THE HIGH PRIEST, CURATORS OF THE TEMPLE, AND OF THE CHARGES CONTRIBUTED THERETO; WHO MADE NO DELAY, NOR PUT THE WORK OFF AT ALL, BUT PREPARED ARCHITECTS, AND WHATSOEVER WAS PROPER FOR THOSE REPAIRS, AND SET CLOSELY ABOUT THE WORK. SO, THE TEMPLE WAS REPAIRED BY THIS MEANS, AND BECAME A PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION OF THE KING'S PIETY. 
2. BUT WHEN HE WAS NOW IN THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN, HE SENT TO ELIAKIM THE HIGH PRIEST, AND GAVE ORDER, THAT OUT OF WHAT MONEY WAS OVERPLUS, HE SHOULD CAST CUPS, AND DISHES, AND VIALS, FOR MINISTRATION [IN THE TEMPLE]; AND BESIDES, THAT THEY SHOULD BRING ALL THE GOLD OR SILVER WHICH WAS AMONG THE TREASURES, AND EXPEND THAT ALSO IN MAKING CUPS AND THE LIKE VESSELS. BUT AS THE HIGH PRIEST WAS BRINGING OUT THE GOLD, HE LIGHTED UPON THE HOLY BOOKS OF MOSES THAT WERE LAID UP IN THE TEMPLE; AND WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT THEM OUT, HE GAVE THEM TO SHAPHAN THE SCRIBE, WHO, WHEN HE HAD READ THEM, CAME TO THE KING, AND INFORMED HIM THAT ALL WAS FINISHED WHICH HE HAD ORDERED TO BE DONE. HE ALSO READ OVER THE BOOKS TO HIM, WHO, WHEN HE HAD HEARD THEM READ, RENT HIS GARMENT, AND CALLED FOR ELIAKIM THE HIGH PRIEST, AND FOR [SHAPHAN] THE SCRIBE, AND FOR CERTAIN [OTHER] OF HIS MOST PARTICULAR FRIENDS, AND SENT THEM TO HULDAH THE PROPHETESS, THE WIFE OF SHALLUM, (WHICH SHALLUM WAS A MAN OF DIGNITY, AND OF AN EMINENT FAMILY,) AND BID THEM GO TO HER, AND SAY THAT [HE DESIRED] SHE WOULD APPEASE GOD, AND ENDEAVOR TO RENDER HIM PROPITIOUS TO THEM, FOR THAT THERE WAS CAUSE TO FEAR, LEST, UPON THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE LAWS OF MOSES BY THEIR FOREFATHERS, THEY SHOULD BE IN PERIL OF GOING INTO CAPTIVITY, AND OF BEING CAST OUT OF THEIR OWN COUNTRY; LEST THEY SHOULD BE IN WANT OF ALL THINGS, AND SO END THEIR DAYS MISERABLY. WHEN THE PROPHETESS HAD HEARD THIS FROM THE MESSENGERS THAT WERE SENT TO HER BY THE KING, SHE BID THEM GO BACK TO THE KING, AND SAY THAT "GOD HAD ALREADY GIVEN SENTENCE AGAINST THEM, TO DESTROY THE PEOPLE, AND CAST THEM OUT OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND DEPRIVE THEM OF ALL THE HAPPINESS THEY ENJOYED; WHICH SENTENCE NONE COULD SET ASIDE BY ANY PRAYERS OF THEIRS, SINCE IT WAS PASSED ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS OF THE LAWS, AND OF THEIR NOT HAVING REPENTED IN SO LONG A TIME, WHILE THE PROPHETS HAD EXHORTED THEM TO AMEND, AND HAD FORETOLD THE PUNISHMENT THAT WOULD ENSUE ON THEIR IMPIOUS PRACTICES; WHICH THREATENING GOD WOULD CERTAINLY EXECUTE UPON THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT BE PERSUADED THAT HE IS GOD, AND HAD NOT DECEIVED THEM IN ANY RESPECT AS TO WHAT HE HAD DENOUNCED BY HIS PROPHETS; THAT YET, BECAUSE JOSIAH WAS A RIGHTEOUS MAN, HE WOULD AT PRESENT DELAY THOSE CALAMITIES, BUT THAT AFTER HIS DEATH HE WOULD SEND ON THE MULTITUDE WHAT MISERIES HE HAD DETERMINED FOR THEM. 
3. SO THESE MESSENGERS, UPON THIS PROPHECY OF THE WOMAN, CAME AND TOLD IT TO THE KING; WHEREUPON HE SENT TO THE PEOPLE EVERY WHERE, AND ORDERED THAT THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES SHOULD COME TOGETHER TO JERUSALEM; AND COMMANDED THAT THOSE OF EVERY AGE SHOULD BE PRESENT ALSO. AND WHEN THEY HAD GATHERED TOGETHER, HE FIRST READ TO THEM THE HOLY BOOKS; AFTER WHICH HE STOOD UPON A PULPIT, IN THE MIDST OF THE MULTITUDE, AND OBLIGED THEM TO MAKE A COVENANT, WITH AN OATH, THAT THEY WOULD WORSHIP GOD, AND KEEP THE LAWS OF MOSES. ACCORDINGLY, THEY GAVE THEIR ASSENT WILLINGLY, AND UNDERTOOK TO DO WHAT THE KING HAD RECOMMENDED TO THEM. SO, THEY IMMEDIATELY OFFERED SACRIFICES, AND THAT AFTER AN ACCEPTABLE MANNER, AND BESOUGHT GOD TO BE GRACIOUS AND MERCIFUL TO THEM. HE ALSO ENJOINED THE HIGH PRIEST, THAT IF THERE REMAINED IN THE TEMPLE ANY VESSEL THAT WAS DEDICATED TO IDOLS, OR TO FOREIGN GODS, THEY SHOULD CAST IT OUT. SO, WHEN A GREAT NUMBER OF SUCH VESSELS WERE GOT TOGETHER, HE BURNT THEM, AND SCATTERED THEIR ASHES ABROAD, AND SLEW THE PRIESTS OF THE IDOLS THAT WERE NOT OF THE FAMILY OF AARON. 
4. AND WHEN HE HAD DONE THUS IN JERUSALEM, HE CAME INTO THE COUNTRY, AND UTTERLY DESTROYED WHAT BUILDINGS HAD BEEN MADE THEREIN BY KING JEROBOAM, IN HONOR OF STRANGE GODS; AND HE BURNT THE BONES OF THE FALSE PROPHETS UPON THAT ALTAR WHICH JEROBOAM FIRST BUILT; AND, AS THE PROPHET [JADON], WHO CAME TO JEROBOAM WHEN HE WAS OFFERING SACRIFICE, AND WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE HEARD HIM, FORETOLD WHAT WOULD COME TO PASS, VIZ. THAT A CERTAIN MAN OF THE HOUSE OF DAVID, JOSIAH BY NAME, SHOULD DO WHAT IS HERE MENTIONED. AND IT HAPPENED THAT THOSE PREDICTIONS TOOK EFFECT AFTER THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-ONE YEARS. 
5. AFTER THESE THINGS, JOSIAH WENT ALSO TO SUCH OTHER ISRAELITES AS HAD ESCAPED CAPTIVITY AND SLAVERY UNDER THE ASSYRIANS, AND PERSUADED THEM TO DESIST FROM THEIR IMPIOUS PRACTICES, AND TO LEAVE OFF THE HONORS THEY PAID TO STRANGE GODS, BUT TO WORSHIP RIGHTLY THEIR OWN ALMIGHTY GOD, AND ADHERE TO HIM. HE ALSO SEARCHED THE HOUSES, AND THE VILLAGES, AND THE CITIES, OUT OF A SUSPICION THAT SOMEBODY MIGHT HAVE ONE IDOL OR OTHER IN PRIVATE; NAY, INDEED, HE TOOK AWAY THE CHARIOTS [OF THE SUN] THAT WERE SET UP IN HIS ROYAL PALACE, WHICH HIS PREDECESSORS HAD FRAMED, AND WHAT THING SOEVER THERE WAS BESIDES WHICH THEY WORSHIPPED AS A GOD. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS PURGED ALL THE COUNTRY, HE CALLED THE PEOPLE TO JERUSALEM, AND THERE CELEBRATED THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, AND THAT CALLED THE PASSOVER. HE ALSO GAVE THE PEOPLE FOR PASCHAL SACRIFICES, YOUNG KIDS OF THE GOATS, AND LAMBS, THIRTY THOUSAND, AND THREE THOUSAND OXEN FOR BURNT-OFFERINGS. THE PRINCIPAL OF THE PRIESTS ALSO GAVE TO THE PRIESTS AGAINST THE PASSOVER TWO THOUSAND AND SIX HUNDRED LAMBS; THE PRINCIPAL OF THE LEVITES ALSO GAVE TO THE LEVITES FIVE THOUSAND LAMBS, AND FIVE HUNDRED OXEN, BY WHICH MEANS THERE WAS GREAT PLENTY OF SACRIFICES; AND THEY OFFERED THOSE SACRIFICES ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF MOSES, WHILE EVERY PRIEST EXPLAINED THE MATTER, AND MINISTERED TO THE MULTITUDE. AND INDEED, THERE HAD BEEN NO OTHER FESTIVAL THUS CELEBRATED BY THE HEBREWS FROM THE TIMES OF SAMUEL THE PROPHET; AND THE PLENTY OF SACRIFICES NOW WAS THE OCCASION THAT ALL THINGS WERE PERFORMED ACCORDING TO THE LAWS, AND ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THEIR FOREFATHERS. SO, WHEN JOSIAH HAD AFTER THIS LIVED IN PEACE, NAY, IN RICHES AND REPUTATION ALSO, AMONG ALL MEN, HE ENDED HIS LIFE IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING. 
CHAPTER 5. HOW JOSIAH FOUGHT WITH NECO [KING OF EGYPT.] AND WAS WOUNDED AND DIED IN A LITTLE TIME AFTERWARD; AS ALSO HOW NECO CARRIED JEHOAHAZ, WHO HAD BEEN MADE KING INTO EGYPT AND DELIVERED THE KINGDOM TO JEHOIAKIM; AND [LASTLY] CONCERNING JEREMIAH AND EZEKIEL. 
1. NOW NECO, KING OF EGYPT, RAISED AN ARMY, AND MARCHED TO THE RIVER EUPHRATES, IN ORDER TO FIGHT WITH THE MEDES AND BABYLONIANS, WHO HAD OVERTHROWN THE DOMINION OF THE ASSYRIANS, FOR HE HAD A DESIRE TO REIGN OVER ASIA. NOW WHEN HE WAS COME TO THE CITY MENDES, WHICH BELONGED TO THE KINGDOM OF JOSIAH, HE BROUGHT AN ARMY TO HINDER HIM FROM PASSING THROUGH HIS OWN COUNTRY, IN HIS EXPEDITION AGAINST THE MEDES. NOW NECO SENT A HERALD TO JOSIAH, AND TOLD HIM THAT HE DID NOT MAKE THIS EXPEDITION AGAINST HIM, BUT WAS MAKING HASTE TO EUPHRATES; AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD NOT PROVOKE HIM TO FIGHT AGAINST HIM, BECAUSE HE OBSTRUCTED HIS MARCH TO THE PLACE WHITHER, HE HAD RESOLVED TO GO. BUT JOSIAH DID NOT ADMIT OF THIS ADVICE OF NECO, BUT PUT HIMSELF INTO A POSTURE TO HINDER HIM FROM HIS INTENDED MARCH. I SUPPOSE IT WAS FATE THAT PUSHED HIM ON THIS CONDUCT, THAT IT MIGHT TAKE AN OCCASION AGAINST HIM; FOR AS HE WAS SETTING HIS ARMY IN ARRAY, AND RODE ABOUT IN HIS CHARIOT, FROM ONE WING OF HIS ARMY TO ANOTHER, ONE OF THE EGYPTIANS SHOT AN ARROW AT HIM, AND PUT AN END TO HIS EAGERNESS OF FIGHTING; FOR BEING SORELY WOUNDED, HE COMMAND A RETREAT TO BE SOUNDED FOR HIS ARMY, AND RETURNED TO JERUSALEM, AND DIED OF THAT WOUND; AND WAS MAGNIFICENTLY BURIED IN THE SEPULCHER OF HIS FATHERS, WHEN HE HAD LIVED THIRTY-NINE YEARS, AND OF THEM HAD REIGNED THIRTY-ONE. BUT ALL THE PEOPLE MOURNED GREATLY FOR HIM, LAMENTING AND GRIEVING ON HIS ACCOUNT MANY DAYS; AND JEREMIAH THE PROPHET COMPOSED AN ELEGY TO LAMENT HIM, WHICH IS EXTANT TILL TILLS TIME ALSO. MOREOVER, THIS PROPHET DENOUNCED BEFOREHAND THE SAD CALAMITIES THAT WERE COMING UPON THE CITY. HE ALSO LEFT BEHIND HIM IN WRITING A DESCRIPTION OF THAT DESTRUCTION OF OUR NATION WHICH HAS LATELY HAPPENED IN OUR DAYS, AND THE TAKING OF BABYLON; NOR WAS HE THE ONLY PROPHET WHO DELIVERED SUCH PREDICTIONS BEFOREHAND TO THE MULTITUDE, BUT SO DID EZEKIEL ALSO, WHO WAS THE FIRST PERSON THAT WROTE, AND LEFT BEHIND HIM IN WRITING TWO BOOKS CONCERNING THESE EVENTS. NOW THESE TWO PROPHETS WERE PRIESTS BY BIRTH, BUT OF THEM JEREMIAH DWELT IN JERUSALEM, FROM THE THIRTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF JOSIAH, UNTIL THE CITY AND TEMPLE WERE UTTERLY DESTROYED. HOWEVER, AS TO WHAT BEFELL THIS PROPHET, WE WILL RELATE IT IN ITS PROPER PLACE. 
2. UPON THE DEATH OF JOSIAH, WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY MENTIONED, HIS SON, JEHOAHAZ BY NAME, TOOK THE KINGDOM, BEING ABOUT TWENTY-THREE YEARS OLD. HE REIGNED IN JERUSALEM; AND HIS MOTHER WAS HAMUTAL, OF THE CITY LIBHAH. HE WAS AN IMPIOUS MAN, AND IMPURE IN HIS COURSE OF LIFE; BUT AS THE KING OF EGYPT RETURNED FROM THE BATTLE, HE SENT FOR JEHOAHAZ TO COME TO HIM, TO THE CITY CALLED HAMATH WHICH BELONGS TO SYRIA; AND WHEN HE WAS COME, HE PUT HIM IN BANDS, AND DELIVERED THE KINGDOM TO A BROTHER OF HIS, BY THE FATHER'S SIDE, WHOSE NAME WAS ELIAKIM, AND CHANGED HIS NAME TO JEHOIAKIM AND LAID A TRIBUTE UPON THE LAND OF A HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER, AND A TALENT OF GOLD; AND THIS SUM OF MONEY JEHOIAKIM PAID BY WAY OF TRIBUTE; BUT NECO CARRIED AWAY JEHOAHAZ INTO EGYPT, WHERE HE DIED WHEN HE HAD REIGNED THREE MONTHS AND TEN DAYS. NOW JEHOIAKIM'S MOTHER WAS CALLED ZEBUDAH, OF THE CITY RUMAH. HE WAS OF A WICKED DISPOSITION, AND READY TO DO MISCHIEF; NOR WAS HE EITHER RELIGIONS TOWARDS GOD, OR GOOD-NATURED TOWARDS MEN. 
CHAPTER 6. HOW NEBUCHADNEZZAR, WHEN HE HAD CONQUERED THE KING OF EGYPT MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE JEWS, AND SLEW JEHOIAKIM, AND MADE JEHOLACHIN HIS SON KING. 
1. NOW IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF JEHOIAKIM, ONE WHOSE NAME WAS NEBUCHADNEZZAR TOOK THE GOVERNMENT OVER THE BABYLONIANS, WHO AT THE SAME TIME WENT UP WITH A GREAT ARMY TO THE CITY CARCHEMISH, WHICH WAS AT EUPHRATES, UPON A RESOLUTION HE HAD TAKEN TO FIGHT WITH NECO KING OF EGYPT, UNDER WHOM ALL SYRIA THEN WAS. AND WHEN NECO UNDERSTOOD THE INTENTION OF THE KING OF BABYLON, AND THAT THIS EXPEDITION WAS MADE AGAINST HIM, HE DID NOT DESPISE HIS ATTEMPT, BUT MADE HASTE WITH A GREAT BAND OF MEN TO EUPHRATES TO DEFEND HIMSELF FROM NEBUCHADNEZZAR; AND WHEN THEY HAD JOINED BATTLE, HE WAS BEATEN, AND LOST MANY TEN-THOUSANDS [OF HIS SOLDIERS] IN THE BATTLE. SO, THE KING OF BABYLON PASSED OVER EUPHRATES, AND TOOK ALL SYRIA, AS FAR AS PELUSIUM, EXCEPTING JUDEA. BUT WHEN NEBUCHADNEZZAR HAD ALREADY REIGNED FOUR YEARS, WHICH WAS THE EIGHTH OF JEHOIAKIM'S GOVERNMENT OVER THE HEBREWS, THE KING OF BABYLON MADE AN EXPEDITION WITH MIGHTY FORCES AGAINST THE JEWS, AND REQUIRED TRIBUTE OF JEHOIAKIM, AND THREATENED UPON HIS REFUSAL TO MAKE WAR AGAINST HIM. HE WAS AFFRIGHTED AT HIS THREATENING, AND BOUGHT HIS PEACE WITH MONEY, AND BROUGHT THE TRIBUTE HE WAS ORDERED TO BRING FOR THREE YEARS. 
2. BUT ON THE THIRD YEAR, UPON HEARING THAT THE KING OF THE BABYLONIANS MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE EGYPTIANS, HE DID NOT PAY HIS TRIBUTE; YET WAS HE DISAPPOINTED OF HIS HOPE, FOR THE EGYPTIANS DURST NOT FIGHT AT THIS TIME. AND INDEED, THE PROPHET JEREMIAH FORETOLD EVERY DAY, HOW VAINLY THEY RELIED ON THEIR HOPES FROM EGYPT, AND HOW THE CITY WOULD BE OVERTHROWN BY THE KING OF BABYLON, AND JEHOIAKIM THE KING WOULD BE SUBDUED BY HIM. BUT WHAT HE THUS SPOKE PROVED TO BE OF NO ADVANTAGE TO THEM, BECAUSE THERE WERE NONE THAT SHOULD ESCAPE; FOR BOTH THE MULTITUDE AND THE RULERS, WHEN THEY HEARD HIM, HAD NO CONCERN ABOUT WHAT THEY HEARD; BUT BEING DISPLEASED AT WHAT WAS SAID, AS IF THE PROPHET WERE A DIVINER AGAINST THE KING, THEY ACCUSED JEREMIAH, AND BRINGING HIM BEFORE THE COURT, THEY REQUIRED THAT A SENTENCE AND A PUNISHMENT MIGHT BE GIVEN AGAINST HIM. NOW ALL THE REST GAVE THEIR VOTES FOR HIS CONDEMNATION, BUT THE ELDERS REFUSED, WHO PRUDENTLY SENT AWAY THE PROPHET FROM THE COURT OF [THE PRISON], AND PERSUADED THE REST TO DO JEREMIAH NO HARM; FOR THEY SAID THAT HE WAS NOT THE ONLY PERSON WHO FORETOLD WHAT WOULD COME TO THE CITY, BUT THAT MICAH SIGNIFIED THE SAME BEFORE HIM, AS WELL AS MANY OTHERS, NONE OF WHICH SUFFERED ANY THING OF THE KINGS THAT THEN REIGNED, BUT WERE HONORED AS THE PROPHETS OF GOD. SO, THEY MOLLIFIED THE MULTITUDE WITH THESE WORDS, AND DELIVERED JEREMIAH FROM THE PUNISHMENT TO WHICH HE WAS CONDEMNED. NOW WHEN THIS PROPHET HAD WRITTEN ALL HIS PROPHECIES, AND THE PEOPLE WERE FASTING, AND ASSEMBLED AT THE TEMPLE, ON THE NINTH MONTH OF THE FIFTH YEAR OF JEHOIAKIM, HE READ THE BOOK HE HAD COMPOSED OF HIS PREDICTIONS OF WHAT WAS TO BEFALL THE CITY, AND THE TEMPLE, AND THE MULTITUDE. AND WHEN THE RULERS HEARD OF IT, THEY TOOK THE BOOK FROM HIM, AND BID HIM AND BARUCH THE SCRIBE TO GO THEIR WAYS, LEST THEY SHOULD BE DISCOVERED BY ONE OR OTHER; BUT THEY CARRIED THE BOOK, AND GAVE IT TO THE KING; SO, HE GAVE ORDER, IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS FRIENDS, THAT HIS SCRIBE SHOULD TAKE IT, AND READ IT. WHEN THE KING HEARD WHAT IT CONTAINED, HE WAS ANGRY, AND TORE IT, AND CAST IT INTO THE FIRE, WHERE IT WAS CONSUMED. HE ALSO COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD SEEK FOR JEREMIAH, AND BARUCH THE SCRIBE, AND BRING THEM TO HIM, THAT THEY MIGHT BE PUNISHED. HOWEVER, THEY ESCAPED HIS ANGER. 
3. NOW, A LITTLE TIME AFTERWARDS, THE KING OF BABYLON MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST JEHOIAKIM, WHOM HE RECEIVED [INTO THE CITY], AND THIS OUT OF FEAR OF THE FOREGOING PREDICTIONS OF THIS PROPHET, AS SUPPOSING HE SHOULD SUFFER NOTHING THAT WAS TERRIBLE, BECAUSE HE NEITHER SHUT THE GATES, NOR FOUGHT AGAINST HIM; YET WHEN HE WAS COME INTO THE CITY, HE DID NOT OBSERVE THE COVENANTS HE HAD MADE, BUT HE SLEW SUCH AS WERE IN THE FLOWER OF THEIR AGE, AND SUCH AS WERE OF THE GREATEST DIGNITY, TOGETHER WITH THEIR KING JEHOIAKIM, WHOM HE COMMANDED TO BE THROWN BEFORE THE WALLS, WITHOUT ANY BURIAL; AND MADE HIS SON JEHOIACHIN KING OF THE COUNTRY, AND OF THE CITY: HE ALSO TOOK THE PRINCIPAL PERSONS IN DIGNITY FOR CAPTIVES, THREE THOUSAND IN NUMBER, AND LED THEM AWAY TO BABYLON; AMONG WHICH WAS THE PROPHET EZEKIEL, WHO WAS THEN BUT YOUNG. AND THIS WAS THE END OF KING JEHOIAKIM, WHEN HE HAD LIVED THIRTY-SIX YEARS, AND OF THEM REIGNED ELEVEN. BUT JEHOIACHIN SUCCEEDED HIM IN THE KINGDOM, WHOSE MOTHER'S NAME WAS NEHUSHTA; SHE WAS A CITIZEN OF JERUSALEM. HE REIGNED THREE MONTHS AND TEN DAYS.  
CHAPTER 7. THAT THE KING OF BABYLON REPENTED OF MAKING JEHOIACHIN KING, AND TOOK HIM AWAY TO BABYLON AND DELIVERED THE KINGDOM TO ZEDEKIAH. THIS KING WOULD NOT RELIEVE WHAT WAS PREDICTED BY JEREMIAH AND EZEKIEL BUT JOINED HIMSELF TO THE EGYPTIANS; WHO WHEN THEY CAME INTO JUDEA, WERE VANQUISHED BY THE KING OF BABYLON; AS ALSO WHAT BEFELL JEREMIAH. 
1. BUT A TERROR SEIZED ON THE KING OF BABYLON, WHO HAD GIVEN THE KINGDOM TO JEHOIACHIN, AND THAT IMMEDIATELY; HE WAS AFRAID THAT HE SHOULD BEAR HIM A GRUDGE, BECAUSE OF HIS KILLING HIS FATHER, AND THEREUPON SHOULD MAKE THE COUNTRY REVOLT FROM HIM; WHEREFORE HE SENT AN ARMY, AND BESIEGED JEHOIACHIN IN JERUSALEM; BUT BECAUSE HE WAS OF A GENTLE AND JUST DISPOSITION, HE DID NOT DESIRE TO SEE THE CITY ENDANGERED ON HIS ACCOUNT, BUT HE TOOK HIS MOTHER AND KINDRED, AND DELIVERED THEM TO THE COMMANDERS SENT BY THE KING OF BABYLON, AND ACCEPTED OF THEIR OATHS, THAT NEITHER SHOULD THEY SUFFER ANY HARM, NOR THE CITY; WHICH AGREEMENT THEY DID NOT OBSERVE FOR A SINGLE YEAR, FOR THE KING OF BABYLON DID NOT KEEP IT, BUT GAVE ORDERS TO HIS GENERALS TO TAKE ALL THAT WERE IN THE CITY CAPTIVES, BOTH THE YOUTH AND THE HANDICRAFTSMEN, AND BRING THEM BOUND TO HIM; THEIR NUMBER WAS TEN THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND THIRTY-TWO; AS ALSO JEHOIACHIN, AND HIS MOTHER AND FRIENDS. AND WHEN THESE WERE BROUGHT TO HIM, HE KEPT THEM IN CUSTODY, AND APPOINTED JEHOIACHIN'S UNCLE, ZEDEKIAH, TO BE KING; AND MADE HIM TAKE AN OATH, THAT HE WOULD CERTAINLY KEEP THE KINGDOM FOR HIM, AND MAKE NO INNOVATION, NOR HAVE ANY LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH THE EGYPTIANS. 
2. NOW ZEDEKIAH WAS TWENTY AND ONE YEAR'S OLD WHEN HE TOOK THE GOVERNMENT; AND HAD THE SAME MOTHER WITH HIS BROTHER JEHOIAKIM, BUT WAS A DESPISER OF JUSTICE AND OF HIS DUTY, FOR TRULY THOSE OF THE SAME AGE WITH HIM WERE WICKED ABOUT HIM, AND THE WHOLE MULTITUDE DID WHAT UNJUST AND INSOLENT THINGS THEY PLEASED; FOR WHICH REASON THE PROPHET JEREMIAH CAME OFTEN TO HIM, AND PROTESTED TO HIM, AND INSISTED, THAT HE MUST LEAVE OFF HIS IMPIETIES AND TRANSGRESSIONS, AND TAKE CARE OF WHAT WAS RIGHT, AND NEITHER GIVE EAR TO THE RULERS, (AMONG WHOM WERE WICKED MEN,) NOR GIVE CREDIT TO THEIR FALSE PROPHETS, WHO DELUDED THEM, AS IF THE KING OF BABYLON WOULD MAKE NO MORE WAR AGAINST THEM, AND AS IF THE EGYPTIANS WOULD MAKE WAR AGAINST HIM, AND CONQUER HIM, SINCE WHAT THEY SAID WAS NOT TRUE, AND THE EVENTS WOULD NOT PROVE SUCH [AS THEY EXPECTED]. NOW AS TO ZEDEKIAH HIMSELF, WHILE HE HEARD THE PROPHET SPEAK, HE BELIEVED HIM, AND AGREED TO EVERY THING AS TRUE, AND SUPPOSED IT WAS FOR HIS ADVANTAGE; BUT THEN HIS FRIENDS PERVERTED HIM, AND DISSUADED HIM FROM WHAT THE PROPHET ADVISED, AND OBLIGED HIM TO DO WHAT THEY PLEASED. EZEKIEL ALSO FORETOLD IN BABYLON WHAT CALAMITIES WERE COMING UPON THE PEOPLE, WHICH WHEN HE HEARD, HE SENT ACCOUNTS OF THEM UNTO JERUSALEM. BUT ZEDEKIAH DID NOT BELIEVE THEIR PROPHECIES, FOR THE REASON FOLLOWING: IT HAPPENED THAT THE TWO PROPHETS AGREED WITH ONE ANOTHER IN WHAT THEY SAID AS IN ALL OTHER THINGS, THAT THE CITY SHOULD BE TAKEN, AND ZEDEKIAH HIMSELF SHOULD BE TAKEN CAPTIVE; BUT EZEKIEL DISAGREED WITH HIM, AND SAID THAT ZEDEKIAH SHOULD NOT SEE BABYLON, WHILE JEREMIAH SAID TO HIM, THAT THE KING OF BABYLON SHOULD CARRY HIM AWAY THITHER IN BONDS. AND BE- 
3. NOW WHEN ZEDEKIAH HAD PRESERVED THE LEAGUE OF MUTUAL ASSISTANCE, HE HAD MADE WITH THE BABYLONIANS FOR EIGHT YEARS, HE, BRAKE IT, AND REVOLTED TO THE EGYPTIANS, IN HOPES, BY THEIR ASSISTANCE, OF OVERCOMING THE BABYLONIANS. WHEN THE KING OF BABYLON KNEW THIS, HE MADE WAR AGAINST HIM: HE LAID HIS COUNTRY WASTE, AND TOOK HIS FORTIFIED TOWNS, AND CAME TO THE CITY JERUSALEM ITSELF TO BESIEGE IT. BUT WHEN THE KING OF EGYPT HEARD WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES ZEDEKIAH HIS ALLY WAS IN, HE TOOK A GREAT ARMY WITH HIM, AND CAME INTO JUDEA, AS IF HE WOULD RAISE THE SIEGE; UPON WHICH THE KING OF BABYLON DEPARTED FROM JERUSALEM, AND MET THE EGYPTIANS, AND JOINED BATTLE WITH THEM, AND BEAT THEM; AND WHEN HE HAD PUT THEM TO FLIGHT, HE PURSUED THEM, AND DROVE THEM OUT OF ALL SYRIA. NOW AS SOON AS THE KING OF BABYLON WAS DEPARTED FROM JERUSALEM, THE FALSE PROPHETS DECEIVED ZEDEKIAH, AND SAID THAT THE KING OF BABYLON WOULD NOT ANY MORE MAKE WAR AGAINST HIM OR HIS PEOPLE, NOR REMOVE THEM OUT OF THEIR OWN COUNTRY INTO BABYLON; AND THAT THOSE THEN IN CAPTIVITY WOULD RETURN, WITH ALL THOSE VESSELS OF THE TEMPLE OF WHICH THE KING OF BABYLON HAD DESPOILED THAT TEMPLE. BUT JEREMIAH CAME AMONG THEM, AND PROPHESIED WHAT CONTRADICTED THOSE PREDICTIONS, AND WHAT PROVED TO BE TRUE, THAT THEY DID ILL, AND DELUDED THE KING; THAT THE EGYPTIANS WOULD BE OF NO ADVANTAGE TO THEM, BUT THAT THE KING OF BABYLON WOULD RENEW THE WAR AGAINST JERUSALEM, AND BESIEGE IT AGAIN, AND WOULD DESTROY THE PEOPLE BY FAMINE, AND CARRY AWAY THOSE THAT REMAINED INTO CAPTIVITY, AND WOULD TAKE AWAY WHAT THEY HAD AS SPOILS, AND WOULD CARRY OFF THOSE RICHES THAT WERE IN THE TEMPLE; NAY, THAT, BESIDES THIS, HE WOULD BURN IT, AND UTTERLY OVERTHROW THE CITY, AND THAT THEY SHOULD SERVE HIM AND HIS POSTERITY SEVENTY YEARS; THAT THEN THE PERSIANS AND THE MEDES SHOULD PUT AN END TO THEIR SERVITUDE, AND OVERTHROW THE BABYLONIANS; "AND THAT WE SHALL BE DISMISSED, AND RETURN TO THIS LAND, AND REBUILD THE TEMPLE, AND RESTORE JERUSALEM." WHEN JEREMIAH SAID THIS, THE GREATER PART BELIEVED HIM; BUT THE RULERS, AND THOSE THAT WERE WICKED, DESPISED HIM, AS ONE DISORDERED IN HIS SENSES. NOW HE HAD RESOLVED TO GO ELSEWHERE, TO HIS OWN COUNTRY, WHICH WAS CALLED ANATHOTH, AND WAS TWENTY FURLONGS DISTANT FROM JERUSALEM; AND AS HE WAS GOING, ONE OF THE RULERS MET HIM, AND SEIZED UPON HIM, AND ACCUSED HIM FALSELY, AS THOUGH HE WERE GOING AS A DESERTER TO THE BABYLONIANS; BUT JEREMIAH SAID THAT HE ACCUSED HIM FALSELY, AND ADDED, THAT HE WAS ONLY GOING TO HIS OWN COUNTRY; BUT THE OTHER WOULD NOT BELIEVE HIM, BUT SEIZED UPON HIM, AND LED HIM AWAY TO THE RULERS, AND LAID AN ACCUSATION AGAINST HIM, UNDER WHOM HE ENDURED ALL SORTS OF TORMENTS AND TORTURES, AND WAS RESERVED TO BE PUNISHED; AND THIS WAS THE CONDITION HE WAS IN FOR SOME TIME, WHILE HE SUFFERED WHAT I HAVE ALREADY DESCRIBED UNJUSTLY. 
4. NOW IN THE NINTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH, ON THE TENTH DAY OF THE TENTH MONTH, THE KING OF BABYLON MADE A SECOND EXPEDITION AGAINST JERUSALEM, AND LAY BEFORE IT EIGHTEEN MONTHS, AND BESIEGED IT WITH THE UTMOST APPLICATION. THERE CAME UPON THEM ALSO TWO OF THE GREATEST CALAMITIES AT THE SAME TIME THAT JERUSALEM WAS BESIEGED, A FAMINE AND A PESTILENTIAL DISTEMPER, AND MADE GREAT HAVOC OF THEM. AND THOUGH THE PROPHET JEREMIAH WAS IN PRISON, HE DID NOT REST, BUT CRIED OUT, AND PROCLAIMED ALOUD, AND EXHORTED THE MULTITUDE TO OPEN THEIR GATES, AND ADMIT THE KING OF BABYLON, FOR THAT IF THEY DID SO, THEY SHOULD BE PRESERVED, AND THEIR WHOLE FAMILIES; BUT IF THEY DID NOT SO, THEY SHOULD BE DESTROYED; AND HE FORETOLD, THAT IF ANY ONE STAID IN THE CITY, HE SHOULD CERTAINLY PERISH BY ONE OF THESE WAYS, - EITHER BE CONSUMED BY THE FAMINE, OR SLAIN BY THE ENEMY'S SWORD; BUT THAT IF HE WOULD FLEE TO THE ENEMY, HE SHOULD ESCAPE DEATH. YET DID NOT THESE RULERS WHO HEARD BELIEVE HIM, EVEN WHEN THEY WERE IN THE MIDST OF THEIR SORE CALAMITIES; BUT THEY CAME TO THE KING, AND IN THEIR ANGER INFORMED HIM WHAT JEREMIAH HAD SAID, AND ACCUSED HIM, AND COMPLAINED OF THE PROPHET AS OF A MADMAN, AND ONE THAT DISHEARTENED THEIR MINDS, AND BY THE DENUNCIATION OF MISERIES WEAKENED THE ALACRITY OF THE MULTITUDE, WHO WERE OTHERWISE READY TO EXPOSE THEMSELVES TO DANGERS FOR HIM, AND FOR THEIR COUNTRY, WHILE HE, IN A WAY OF THREATENING, WARNED THEM TO FLEE TO THE ENEMY, AND TOLD THEM THAT THE CITY SHOULD CERTAINLY BE TAKEN, AND BE UTTERLY DESTROYED. 
5. BUT FOR THE KING HIMSELF, HE WAS NOT AT ALL IRRITATED AGAINST JEREMIAH, SUCH WAS HIS GENTLE AND RIGHTEOUS DISPOSITION; YET, THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE ENGAGED IN A QUARREL WITH THOSE RULERS AT SUCH A TIME, BY OPPOSING WHAT THEY INTENDED, HE LET THEM DO WITH THE PROPHET WHATSOEVER THEY WOULD; WHEREUPON, WHEN THE KING HAD GRANTED THEM SUCH A PERMISSION, THEY PRESENTLY CAME INTO THE PRISON, AND TOOK HIM, AND LET HIM DOWN WITH A CORD INTO A PIT FULL OF MIRE, THAT HE MIGHT BE SUFFOCATED, AND DIE OF HIMSELF. SO HE STOOD UP TO THE NECK IN THE MIRE WHICH WAS ALL ABOUT HIM, AND SO CONTINUED; BUT THERE WAS ONE OF THE KING'S SERVANTS, WHO WAS IN ESTEEM WITH HIM, AN ETHIOPIAN BY DESCENT, WHO TOLD THE KING WHAT A STATE THE PROPHET WAS IN, AND SAID THAT HIS FRIENDS AND HIS RULERS HAD DONE EVIL IN PUTTING THE PROPHET INTO THE MIRE, AND BY THAT MEANS CONTRIVING AGAINST HIM THAT HE SHOULD SUFFER A DEATH MORE BITTER THAN THAT BY HIS BONDS ONLY. WHEN THE KING HEARD THIS, HE REPENTED OF HIS HAVING DELIVERED UP THE PROPHET TO THE RULERS, AND BID THE ETHIOPIAN TAKE THIRTY MEN OF THE KING'S GUARDS, AND CORDS WITH THEM, AND WHATSOEVER ELSE THEY UNDERSTOOD TO BE NECESSARY FOR THE PROPHET'S PRESERVATION, AND TO DRAW HIM UP IMMEDIATELY. SO, THE ETHIOPIAN TOOK THE MEN HE WAS ORDERED TO TAKE, AND DREW UP THE PROPHET OUT OF THE MIRE, AND LEFT HIM AT LIBERTY [IN THE PRISON]. 
6. BUT WHEN THE KING HAD SENT TO CALL HIM PRIVATELY, AND INQUIRED WHAT HE COULD SAY TO HIM FROM GOD, WHICH MIGHT BE SUITABLE TO HIS PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, AND DESIRED HIM TO INFORM HIM OF IT, JEREMIAH REPLIED, THAT HE HAD SOMEWHAT TO SAY; BUT HE SAID WITHAL, HE SHOULD NOT BE BELIEVED, NOR, IF HE ADMONISHED THEM, SHOULD BE HEARKENED TO; "FOR," SAID HE, "THY FRIENDS HAVE DETERMINED TO DESTROY ME, AS THOUGH I HAD BEEN GUILTY OF SOME WICKEDNESS; AND WHERE ARE NOW THOSE MEN WHO DECEIVED US, AND SAID THAT THE KING OF BABYLON WOULD NOT COME AND FIGHT AGAINST US ANY MORE? BUT I AM AFRAID NOW TO SPEAK THE TRUTH, LEST THOU SHOULDST CONDEMN ME TO DIE." AND WHEN THE KING HAD ASSURED HIM UPON OATH, THAT HE WOULD NEITHER HIMSELF PUT HIM TO DEATH, NOR DELIVER HIM UP TO THE RULERS, HE BECAME BOLD UPON THAT ASSURANCE THAT WAS GIVEN HIM, AND GAVE HIM THIS ADVICE: THAT HE SHOULD DELIVER THE CITY UP TO THE BABYLONIANS; AND HE SAID THAT IT WAS GOD WHO PROPHESIED THIS BY HIM, THAT [HE MUST DO SO] IF HE WOULD BE PRESERVED, AND ESCAPE OUT OF THE DANGER HE WAS IN, AND THAT THEN NEITHER SHOULD THE CITY FALL TO THE GROUND, NOR SHOULD THE TEMPLE BE BURNED; BUT THAT [IF HE DISOBEYED] HE WOULD BE THE CAUSE OF THESE MISERIES COMING UPON THE CITIZENS, AND OF THE CALAMITY THAT WOULD BEFALL HIS WHOLE HOUSE. WHEN THE KING HEARD THIS, HE SAID THAT HE WOULD WILLINGLY DO WHAT HE PERSUADED HIM TO, AND WHAT HE DECLARED WOULD BE TO HIS ADVANTAGE, BUT THAT HE WAS AFRAID OF THOSE OF HIS OWN COUNTRY THAT HAD FALLEN AWAY TO THE BABYLONIANS, LEST HE SHOULD BE ACCUSED BY THEM TO THE KING OF BABYLON, AND BE PUNISHED. BUT THE PROPHET ENCOURAGED HIM, AND SAID HE HAD NO CAUSE TO FEAR SUCH PUNISHMENT, FOR THAT HE SHOULD NOT HAVE THE EXPERIENCE OF ANY MISFORTUNE, IF HE WOULD DELIVER ALL UP TO THE BABYLONIANS, NEITHER HIMSELF, NOR HIS CHILDREN, NOR HIS WIVES, AND THAT THE TEMPLE SHOULD THEN CONTINUE UNHURT. SO WHEN JEREMIAH HAD SAID THIS, THE KING LET HIM GO, AND CHARGED HIM TO BETRAY WHAT THEY HAD RESOLVED ON TO NONE OF THE CITIZENS, NOR TO TELL ANY OF THESE MATTERS TO ANY OF THE RULERS, IF THEY SHOULD HAVE LEARNED THAT HE HAD BEEN SENT FOR, AND SHOULD INQUIRE OF HIM WHAT IT WAS THAT HE WAS SENT FOR, AND WHAT HE HAD SAID TO HIM; BUT TO PRETEND TO THEM THAT HE BESOUGHT HIM THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE KEPT IN BONDS AND IN PRISON. AND INDEED, HE SAID SO TO THEM; FOR THEY CAME TO THE, PROPHET, AND ASKED HIM WHAT ADVICE IT WAS THAT HE CAME TO GIVE THE KING RELATING TO THEM. AND THUS, I HAVE FINISHED WHAT CONCERNS THIS MATTER.
CHAPTER 8. HOW THE KING OF BABYLON TOOK JERUSALEM AND BURNT THE TEMPLE AND REMOVED THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM AND ZEDEKIAH TO BABYLON. AS ALSO, WHO THEY WERE THAT HAD SUCCEEDED IN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD UNDER THE KINGS. 
1. NOW THE KING OF BABYLON WAS VERY INTENT AND EARNEST UPON THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM; AND HE ERECTED TOWERS UPON GREAT BANKS OF EARTH, AND FROM THEM REPELLED THOSE THAT STOOD UPON THE WALLS; HE ALSO MADE A GREAT NUMBER OF SUCH BANKS ROUND ABOUT THE WHOLE CITY, WHOSE HEIGHT WAS EQUAL TO THOSE WALLS. HOWEVER, THOSE THAT WERE WITHIN BORE THE SIEGE WITH COURAGE AND ALACRITY, FOR THEY WERE NOT DISCOURAGED, EITHER BY THE FAMINE, OR BY THE PESTILENTIAL DISTEMPER, BUT WERE OF CHEERFUL MINDS IN THE PROSECUTION OF THE WAR, ALTHOUGH THOSE MISERIES WITHIN OPPRESSED THEM ALSO, AND THEY DID NOT SUFFER THEMSELVES TO BE TERRIFIED, EITHER BY THE CONTRIVANCES OF THE ENEMY, OR BY THEIR ENGINES OF WAR, BUT CONTRIVED STILL DIFFERENT ENGINES TO OPPOSE ALL THE OTHER WITHAL, TILL INDEED THERE SEEMED TO BE AN ENTIRE STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE BABYLONIANS AND THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM, WHICH HAD THE GREATER SAGACITY AND SKILL; THE FORMER PARTY SUPPOSING THEY SHOULD BE THEREBY TOO HARD FOR THE OTHER, FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CITY; THE LATTER PLACING THEIR HOPES OF DELIVERANCE IN NOTHING ELSE BUT IN PERSEVERING IN SUCH INVENTIONS IN OPPOSITION TO THE OTHER, AS MIGHT DEMONSTRATE THE ENEMY'S ENGINES WERE USELESS TO THEM. AND THIS SIEGE THEY ENDURED FOR EIGHTEEN MONTHS, UNTIL THEY WERE DESTROYED BY THE FAMINE, AND BY THE DARTS WHICH THE ENEMY THREW AT THEM FROM THE TOWERS. 
2. NOW THE CITY WAS TAKEN ON THE NINTH DAY OF THE FOURTH MONTH, IN THE ELEVENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH. THEY WERE INDEED ONLY GENERALS OF THE KING OF BABYLON, TO WHOM NEBUCHADNEZZAR COMMITTED THE CARE OF THE SIEGE, FOR HE, ABODE HIMSELF IN THE CITY OF RIBLAH. THE NAMES OF THESE GENERALS WHO RAVAGED AND SUBDUED JERUSALEM, IF ANY ONE DESIRE TO KNOW THEM, WERE THESE: NERGAL SHAREZER, SAMGAR NEBO, RABSARIS, SORSECHIM, AND RABMAG. AND WHEN THE CITY WAS TAKEN ABOUT MIDNIGHT, AND THE ENEMY'S GENERALS WERE ENTERED INTO THE TEMPLE, AND WHEN ZEDEKIAH WAS SENSIBLE OF IT, HE TOOK HIS WIVES, AND HIS CHILDREN, AND HIS CAPTAINS, AND HIS FRIENDS, AND WITH THEM FLED OUT OF THE CITY, THROUGH THE FORTIFIED DITCH, AND THROUGH THE DESERT; AND WHEN CERTAIN OF THE DESERTERS HAD INFORMED THE BABYLONIANS OF THIS, AT BREAK OF DAY, THEY MADE HASTE TO PURSUE AFTER ZEDEKIAH, AND OVERTOOK HIM NOT FAR FROM JERICHO, AND ENCOMPASSED HIM ABOUT. BUT FOR THOSE FRIENDS AND CAPTAINS OF ZEDEKIAH WHO HAD FLED OUT OF THE CITY WITH HIM, WHEN THEY SAW THEIR ENEMIES NEAR THEM, THEY LEFT HIM, AND DISPERSED THEMSELVES, SOME ONE WAY, AND SOME ANOTHER, AND EVERY ONE RESOLVED TO SAVE HIMSELF; SO THE ENEMY TOOK ZEDEKIAH ALIVE, WHEN HE WAS DESERTED BY ALL BUT A FEW, WITH HIS CHILDREN AND HIS WIVES, AND BROUGHT HIM TO THE KING. WHEN HE WAS COME, NEBUCHADNEZZAR BEGAN TO CALL HIM A WICKED WRETCH, AND A COVENANT-BREAKER, AND ONE THAT HAD FORGOTTEN HIS FORMER WORDS, WHEN HE PROMISED TO KEEP THE COUNTRY FOR HIM. HE ALSO REPROACHED HIM FOR HIS INGRATITUDE, THAT WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED THE KINGDOM FROM HIM, WHO HAD TAKEN IT FROM JEHOIACHIN, AND GIVEN IT TO HIM, HE HAD MADE USE OF THE POWER HE GAVE HIM AGAINST HIM THAT GAVE IT; "BUT," SAID HE, "GOD IS GREAT, WHO HATED THAT CONDUCT OF THINE, AND HATH BROUGHT THEE UNDER US." AND WHEN HE HAD USED THESE WORDS TO ZEDEKIAH, HE COMMANDED HIS SONS AND HIS FRIENDS TO BE SLAIN, WHILE ZEDEKIAH AND THE REST OF THE CAPTAINS LOOKED ON; AFTER WHICH HE PUT OUT THE EYES OF ZEDEKIAH, AND BOUND HIM, AND CARRIED HIM TO BABYLON. AND THESE THINGS HAPPENED TO HIM, AS JEREMIAH AND EZEKIEL HAD FORETOLD TO HIM, THAT HE SHOULD BE CAUGHT, AND BROUGHT BEFORE THE KING OF BABYLON, AND SHOULD SPEAK TO HIM FACE TO FACE, AND SHOULD SEE HIS EYES WITH HIS OWN EYES; AND THUS FAR DID JEREMIAH PROPHESY. BUT HE WAS ALSO MADE BLIND, AND BROUGHT TO BABYLON, BUT DID NOT SEE IT, ACCORDING TO THE PREDICTION OF EZEKIEL. 
3. WE HAVE SAID THUS MUCH, BECAUSE IT WAS SUFFICIENT TO SHOW THE NATURE OF GOD TO SUCH AS ARE IGNORANT OF IT, THAT IT IS VARIOUS, AND ACTS MANY DIFFERENT WAYS, AND THAT ALL EVENTS HAPPEN AFTER A REGULAR MANNER, IN THEIR PROPER SEASON, AND THAT IT FORETELLS WHAT MUST COME TO PASS. IT IS ALSO SUFFICIENT TO SHOW THE IGNORANCE AND INCREDULITY OF MEN, WHEREBY THEY ARE NOT PERMITTED TO FORESEE ANY THING THAT IS FUTURE, AND ARE, WITHOUT ANY GUARD, EXPOSED TO CALAMITIES, SO THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO AVOID THE EXPERIENCE OF THOSE CALAMITIES. 
4. AND AFTER THIS MANNER HAVE THE KINGS OF DAVID'S RACE ENDED THEIR LIVES, BEING IN NUMBER TWENTY-ONE, UNTIL THE LAST KING, WHO ALL TOGETHER REIGNED FIVE HUNDRED AND FOURTEEN YEARS, AND SIX MONTHS, AND TEN DAYS; OF WHOM SAUL, WHO WAS THEIR FIRST KING, RETAINED THE GOVERNMENT TWENTY YEARS, THOUGH HE WAS NOT OF THE SAME TRIBE WITH THE REST. 
5. AND NOW IT WAS THAT THE KING OF BABYLON SENT NEBUZARADAN, THE GENERAL OF HIS ARMY, TO JERUSALEM, TO PILLAGE THE TEMPLE, WHO HAD IT ALSO IN COMMAND TO BURN IT AND THE ROYAL PALACE, AND TO LAY THE CITY EVEN WITH THE GROUND, AND TO TRANSPLANT THE PEOPLE INTO BABYLON. ACCORDINGLY, HE CAME TO JERUSALEM IN THE ELEVENTH YEAR OF KING ZEDEKIAH, AND PILLAGED THE TEMPLE, AND CARRIED OUT THE VESSELS OF GOD, BOTH GOLD AND SILVER, AND PARTICULARLY THAT LARGE LAVER WHICH SOLOMON DEDICATED, AS ALSO THE PILLARS OF BRASS, AND THEIR CHAPITERS, WITH THE GOLDEN TABLES AND THE CANDLESTICKS; AND WHEN HE HAD CARRIED THESE OFF, HE SET FIRE TO THE TEMPLE IN THE FIFTH MONTH, THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH, IN THE ELEVENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH, AND IN THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR: HE ALSO BURNT THE PALACE, AND OVERTHREW THE CITY. NOW THE TEMPLE WAS BURNT FOUR HUNDRED AND SEVENTY YEARS, SIX MONTHS, AND TEN DAYS AFTER IT WAS BUILT. IT WAS THEN ONE THOUSAND AND SIXTY-TWO YEARS, SIX MONTHS, AND TEN DAYS FROM THE DEPARTURE OUT OF EGYPT; AND FROM THE DELUGE TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE, THE WHOLE INTERVAL WAS ONE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SEVEN YEARS, SIX MONTHS, AND TEN DAYS; BUT FROM THE GENERATION OF ADAM, UNTIL THIS BEFELL THE TEMPLE, THERE WERE THREE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND THIRTEEN YEARS, SIX MONTHS, AND TEN DAYS; SO GREAT WAS THE NUMBER OF YEARS HERETO BELONGING. AND WHAT ACTIONS WERE DONE DURING THESE YEARS WE HAVE PARTICULARLY RELATED. BUT THE GENERAL OF THE BABYLONIAN KING NOW OVERTHREW THE CITY TO THE VERY FOUNDATIONS, AND REMOVED ALL THE PEOPLE, AND TOOK FOR PRISONERS THE HIGH PRIEST SERAIAH, AND ZEPHANIAH THE PRIEST THAT WAS NEXT TO HIM, AND THE RULERS THAT GUARDED THE TEMPLE, WHO WERE THREE IN NUMBER, AND THE EUNUCH WHO WAS OVER THE ARMED MEN, AND SEVEN FRIENDS OF ZEDEKIAH, AND HIS SCRIBE, AND SIXTY OTHER RULERS; ALL WHICH, TOGETHER WITH THE VESSELS WHICH THEY HAD PILLAGED, HE CARRIED TO THE KING OF BABYLON TO RIBLAH, A CITY OF SYRIA. SO, THE KING COMMANDED THE HEADS OF THE HIGH PRIEST AND OF THE RULERS TO BE CUT OFF THERE; BUT HE HIMSELF LED ALL THE CAPTIVES AND ZEDEKIAH TO BABYLON. HE ALSO LED JOSEDEK THE HIGH PRIEST AWAY BOUND. HE WAS THE SON OF SERAIAH THE HIGH PRIEST, WHOM THE KING OF BABYLON HAD SLAIN IN RIBLAH, A CITY OF SYRIA, AS WE JUST NOW RELATED. 
6. AND NOW, BECAUSE WE HAVE ENUMERATED THE SUCCESSION OF THE KINGS, AND WHO THEY WERE, AND HOW LONG THEY REIGNED, I THINK IT NECESSARY TO SET DOWN THE NAMES OF THE HIGH PRIESTS, AND WHO THEY WERE THAT SUCCEEDED ONE ANOTHER IN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD UNDER THE KINGS. THE FIRST HIGH PRIEST THEN AT THE TEMPLE WHICH SOLOMON BUILT WAS ZADOK; AFTER HIM HIS SON ACHIMAS RECEIVED THAT DIGNITY; AFTER ACHIMAS WAS AZARIAS; HIS SON WAS JORAM, AND JORAM'S SON WAS ISUS; AFTER HIM WAS AXIORAMUS; HIS SON WAS PHIDENS, AND PHIDEAS'S SON WAS SUDEAS, AND SUDEAS'S SON WAS JUELUS, AND JUELUS'S SON WAS JOTHAM, AND JOTHAM'S SON WAS URIAS, AND URIAS'S SON WAS NERIAS, AND NERIAS'S SON WAS ODEAS, AND HIS SON WAS SALLUMUS, AND SALLUMUS'S SON WAS ELCIAS, AND HIS SON [WAS AZARIAS, AND HIS SON] WAS SAREAS, AND HIS SON WAS JOSEDEC, WHO WAS CARRIED CAPTIVE TO BABYLON. ALL THESE RECEIVED THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD BY SUCCESSION, THE SONS FROM THEIR FATHER. 
7. WHEN THE KING WAS COME TO BABYLON, HE KEPT ZEDEKIAH IN PRISON UNTIL HE DIED, AND BURIED HIM MAGNIFICENTLY, AND DEDICATED THE VESSELS HE HAD PILLAGED OUT OF THE TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM TO HIS OWN GODS, AND PLANTED THE PEOPLE IN THE COUNTRY OF BABYLON, BUT FREED THE HIGH PRIEST FROM HIS BONDS.
CHAPTER 9. HOW NEBUZARADAN SET GEDALIAH OVER THE JEWS THAT WERE LEFT IN JUDEA WHICH GEDALIAH WAS A LITTLE AFTERWARD SLAIN BY ISHMAEL; AND HOW JOHANAN AFTER ISHMAEL WAS DRIVEN AWAY WENT DOWN INTO EGYPT WITH THE PEOPLE WHICH PEOPLE, NEBUCHADNEZZAR WHEN HE MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE EGYPTIANS TOOK CAPTIVE AND BROUGHT THEM AWAY TO BABYLON. 
1. NOW THE GENERAL OF THE ARMY, NEBUZARADAN, WHEN HE HAD CARRIED THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS INTO CAPTIVITY, LEFT THE POOR, AND THOSE THAT HAD DESERTED, IN THE COUNTRY, AND MADE ONE, WHOSE NAME WAS GEDALIAH, THE SON OF AHIKAM, A PERSON OF A NOBLE FAMILY, THEIR GOVERNOR; WHICH GEDALIAH WAS OF A GENTLE AND RIGHTEOUS DISPOSITION. HE ALSO COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD CULTIVATE THE GROUND, AND PAY AN APPOINTED TRIBUTE TO THE KING. HE ALSO TOOK JEREMIAH THE PROPHET OUT OF PRISON, AND WOULD HAVE PERSUADED HIM TO GO ALONG WITH HIM TO BABYLON, FOR THAT HE HAD BEEN ENJOINED BY THE KING TO SUPPLY HIM WITH WHATSOEVER HE WANTED; AND IF HE DID NOT LIKE TO DO SO, HE DESIRED HIM TO INFORM HIM WHERE HE RESOLVED TO DWELL, THAT HE MIGHT SIGNIFY THE SAME TO THE KING. BUT THE PROPHET HAD NO MIND TO FOLLOW HIM, NOR TO DWELL ANY WHERE ELSE, BUT WOULD GLADLY LIVE IN THE RUINS OF HIS COUNTRY, AND IN THE MISERABLE REMAINS OF IT. WHEN THE GENERAL UNDERSTOOD WHAT HIS PURPOSE WAS, HE ENJOINED GEDALIAH, WHOM HE LEFT BEHIND, TO TAKE ALL POSSIBLE CARE OF HIM, AND TO SUPPLY HIM WITH WHATSOEVER HE WANTED. SO, WHEN HE HAD GIVEN HIM RICH PRESENTS, HE DISMISSED HIM. ACCORDINGLY, JEREMIAH ABODE IN A CITY OF THAT COUNTRY, WHICH WAS CALLED MISPAH; AND DESIRED OF NEBUZARADAN THAT HE WOULD SET AT LIBERTY HIS DISCIPLE BARUCH, THE SON OF NERIAH, ONE OF A VERY EMINENT FAMILY, AND EXCEEDING SKILLFUL IN THE LANGUAGE OF HIS COUNTRY. 
2. WHEN NEBUZARADAN HAD DONE THUS, HE MADE HASTE TO BABYLON. BUT AS TO THOSE THAT FLED AWAY DURING THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM, AND HAD BEEN SCATTERED OVER THE COUNTRY, WHEN THEY HEARD THAT THE BABYLONIANS WERE GONE AWAY, AND HAD LEFT A REMNANT IN THE LAND OF JERUSALEM, AND THOSE SUCH AS WERE TO CULTIVATE THE SAME, THEY CAME TOGETHER FROM ALL PARTS TO GEDALIAH TO MISPAH. NOW THE RULERS THAT WERE OVER THEM WERE JOHANAN, THE SON OF KAREAH, AND JEZANIAH, AND SERAIAH, AND OTHERS BESIDE THEM. NOW THERE WAS OF THE ROYAL FAMILY ONE ISHMAEL, A WICKED MAN, AND VERY CRAFTY, WHO, DURING THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM, FLED TO BAALIS, THE KING OF THE AMMONITES, AND ABODE WITH HIM DURING THAT TIME; AND GEDALIAH PERSUADED THEM, NOW THEY WERE THERE, TO STAY WITH HIM, AND TO HAVE NO FEAR OF THE BABYLONIANS, FOR THAT IF THEY WOULD CULTIVATE THE COUNTRY, THEY SHOULD SUFFER NO HARM. THIS HE ASSURED THEM OF BY OATH; AND SAID THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE HIM FOR THEIR PATRON, AND THAT IF ANY DISTURBANCE SHOULD ARISE, THEY SHOULD FIND HIM READY TO DEFEND THEM. HE ALSO ADVISED THEM TO DWELL IN ANY CITY, AS EVERY ONE OF THEM PLEASED; AND THAT THEY WOULD SEND MEN ALONG WITH HIS OWN SERVANTS, AND REBUILD THEIR HOUSES UPON THE OLD FOUNDATIONS, AND DWELL THERE; AND HE ADMONISHED THEM BEFOREHAND, THAT THEY SHOULD MAKE PREPARATION, WHILE THE SEASON LASTED, OF CORN, AND WINE, AND OIL, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE WHEREON TO FEED DURING THE WINTER. WHEN HE HAD THUS DISCOURSED TO THEM, HE DISMISSED THEM, THAT EVERY ONE MIGHT DWELL IN WHAT PLACE OF THE COUNTRY HE PLEASED. 
3. NOW WHEN THIS REPORT WAS SPREAD ABROAD AS FAR AS THE NATIONS THAT BORDERED ON JUDEA, THAT GEDALIAH KINDLY ENTERTAINED THOSE THAT CAME TO HIM, AFTER THEY HAD FLED AWAY, UPON THIS [ONLY] CONDITION, THAT THEY SHOULD PAY TRIBUTE TO THE KING OF BABYLON, THEY ALSO CAME READILY TO GEDALIAH, AND INHABITED THE COUNTRY. AND WHEN JOHANAN, AND THE RULERS THAT WERE WITH HIM, OBSERVED THE COUNTRY, AND THE HUMANITY OF GEDALIAH, THEY WERE EXCEEDINGLY IN LOVE WITH HIM, AND TOLD HIM THAT BAALIS, THE KING OF THE AMMONITES, HAD SENT ISHMAEL TO KILL HIM BY TREACHERY, AND SECRETLY, THAT HE MIGHT HAVE THE DOMINION OVER THE ISRAELITES, AS BEING OF THE ROYAL FAMILY; AND THEY SAID THAT HE MIGHT DELIVER HIMSELF FROM THIS TREACHEROUS DESIGN, IF HE WOULD GIVE THEM LEAVE TO SLAY ISHMAEL, AND NOBODY SHOULD KNOW IT, FOR THEY TOLD HIM THEY WERE AFRAID THAT, WHEN HE WAS KILLED BY THE OTHER, THE ENTIRE RUIN OF THE REMAINING STRENGTH OF THE ISRAELITES WOULD ENSUE. BUT HE PROFESSED THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE WHAT THEY SAID, WHEN THEY TOLD HIM OF SUCH A TREACHEROUS DESIGN, IN A MAN THAT HAD BEEN WELL TREATED BY HIM; BECAUSE IT WAS NOT PROBABLE THAT ONE WHO, UNDER SUCH A WANT OF ALL THINGS, HAD FAILED OF NOTHING THAT WAS NECESSARY FOR HIM, SHOULD BE FOUND SO WICKED AND UNGRATEFUL TOWARDS HIS BENEFACTOR, THAT WHEN IT WOULD BE AN INSTANCE OF WICKEDNESS IN HIM NOT TO SAVE HIM, HAD HE BEEN TREACHEROUSLY ASSAULTED BY OTHERS, TO ENDEAVOR, AND THAT EARNESTLY, TO KILL HIM WITH HIS OWN HANDS: THAT, HOWEVER, IF HE OUGHT TO SUPPOSE THIS INFORMATION TO BE TRUE, IT WAS BETTER FOR HIMSELF TO BE SLAIN BY THE OTHER, THAN TO DESTROY A MAN WHO FLED TO HIM FOR REFUGE, AND INTRUSTED HIS OWN SAFETY TO HIM, AND COMMITTED HIMSELF TO HIS DISPOSAL. 
4. SO JOHANAN, AND THE RULERS THAT WERE WITH HIM, NOT BEING ABLE TO PERSUADE GEDALIAH, WENT AWAY. BUT AFTER THE INTERVAL OF THIRTY DAYS WAS OVER, ISHMAEL CAME AGAIN TO GEDALIAH, TO THE CITY MISPAH, AND TEN MEN WITH HIM; AND WHEN HE HAD FEASTED ISHMAEL, AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, IN A SPLENDID MANNER AT HIS TABLE, AND HAD GIVEN THEM PRESENTS, HE BECAME DISORDERED IN DRINK, WHILE HE ENDEAVORED TO BE VERY MERRY WITH THEM; AND WHEN ISHMAEL SAW HIM IN THAT CASE, AND THAT HE WAS DROWNED IN HIS CUPS TO THE DEGREE OF INSENSIBILITY, AND FALLEN ASLEEP, HE ROSE UP ON A SUDDEN, WITH HIS TEN FRIENDS, AND SLEW GEDALIAH, AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM AT THE FEAST; AND WHEN HE HAD SLAIN THEM, HE WENT OUT BY NIGHT, AND SLEW ALL THE JEWS THAT WERE IN THE CITY, AND THOSE SOLDIERS ALSO WHICH WERE LEFT THEREIN BY THE BABYLONIANS. BUT THE NEXT DAY FOURSCORE MEN CAME OUT OF THE COUNTRY WITH PRESENTS TO GEDALIAH, NONE OF THEM KNOWING WHAT HAD BEFALLEN HIM; WHEN ISHMAEL SAW THEM, HE INVITED THEM IN TO GEDALIAH, AND WHEN THEY WERE COME IN, HE SHUT UP THE COURT, AND SLEW THEM, AND CAST THEIR DEAD BODIES DOWN INTO A CERTAIN DEEP PIT, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE SEEN; BUT OF THESE FOURSCORE MEN ISHMAEL SPARED THOSE THAT ENTREATED HIM NOT TO KILL THEM, TILL THEY HAD DELIVERED UP TO HIM WHAT RICHES THEY HAD CONCEALED IN THE FIELDS, CONSISTING OF THEIR FURNITURE, AND GARMENTS, AND CORN: BUT HE TOOK CAPTIVE THE PEOPLE THAT WERE IN MISPAH, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN; AMONG WHOM WERE THE DAUGHTERS OF KING ZEDEKIAH, WHOM NEBUZARADAN, THE GENERAL OF THE ARMY OF BABYLON, HAD LEFT WITH GEDALIAH. AND WHEN HE HAD DONE THIS, HE CAME TO THE KING OF THE AMMONITES. 
5. BUT WHEN JOHANAN AND THE RULERS WITH HIM HEARD OF WHAT WAS DONE AT MISPAH BY ISHMAEL, AND OF THE DEATH OF GEDALIAH, THEY HAD INDIGNATION AT IT, AND EVERY ONE OF THEM TOOK HIS OWN ARMED MEN, AND CAME SUDDENLY TO FIGHT WITH ISHMAEL, AND OVERTOOK HIM AT THE FOUNTAIN IN HEBRON. AND WHEN THOSE THAT WERE CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVES BY ISHMAEL SAW JOHANAN AND THE RULERS, THEY WERE VERY GLAD, AND LOOKED UPON THEM AS COMING TO THEIR ASSISTANCE; SO THEY LEFT HIM THAT HAD CARRIED THEM CAPTIVES, AND CAME OVER TO JOHANAN: THEN ISHMAEL, WITH EIGHT MEN, FLED TO THE KING OF THE AMMONITES; BUT JOHANAN TOOK THOSE WHOM HE HAD RESCUED OUT OF THE HANDS OF ISHMAEL, AND THE EUNUCHS, AND THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, AND CAME TO A CERTAIN PLACE CALLED MANDRA, AND THERE THEY ABODE THAT DAY, FOR THEY HAD DETERMINED TO REMOVE FROM THENCE AND GO INTO EGYPT, OUT OF FEAR, LEST THE BABYLONIANS SHOULD SLAY THEM, IN CASE THEY CONTINUED IN THE COUNTRY, AND THAT OUT OF ANGER AT THE SLAUGHTER OF GEDALIAH, WHO HAD BEEN BY THEM SET OVER IT FOR GOVERNOR. 
6. NOW WHILE THEY WERE UNDER THIS DELIBERATION, JOHANAN, THE SON OF KAREAH, AND THE RULERS. THAT WERE WITH HIM, CAME TO JEREMIAH THE PROPHET, AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD PRAY TO GOD, THAT BECAUSE THEY WERE AT AN UTTER LOSS ABOUT WHAT THEY OUGHT TO DO, HE WOULD DISCOVER IT TO THEM, AND THEY SWARE THAT THEY WOULD DO WHATSOEVER JEREMIAH SHOULD SAY TO THEM. AND WHEN THE PROPHET SAID HE WOULD BE THEIR INTERCESSOR WITH GOD, IT CAME TO PASS, THAT AFTER TEN DAYS GOD APPEARED TO HIM, AND SAID THAT HE SHOULD INFORM JOHANAN, AND THE OTHER RULERS, AND ALL THE PEOPLE, THAT HE WOULD BE WITH THEM WHILE THEY CONTINUED IN THAT COUNTRY, AND TAKE CARE OF THEM, AND KEEP THEM FROM BEING HURT BY THE BABYLONIANS, OF WHOM THEY WERE AFRAID; BUT THAT HE WOULD DESERT THEM IF THEY WENT INTO EGYPT, AND, OUT OF THIS WRATH AGAINST THEM, WOULD INFLICT THE SAME PUNISHMENTS UPON THEM WHICH THEY KNEW THEIR BRETHREN HAD ALREADY ENDURED. SO, WHEN THE PROPHET HAD INFORMED JOHANAN AND THE PEOPLE THAT GOD HAD FORETOLD THESE THINGS, HE WAS NOT BELIEVED, WHEN HE SAID THAT GOD COMMANDED THEM TO CONTINUE IN THE COUNTRY; BUT THEY IMAGINED THAT HE SAID SO TO GRATIFY BARUCH, HIS OWN DISCIPLE, AND BELIED GOD, AND THAT HE PERSUADED THEM TO STAY THERE, THAT THEY MIGHT BE DESTROYED BY THE BABYLONIANS. ACCORDINGLY, BOTH THE PEOPLE AND JOHANAN DISOBEYED THE COUNSEL OF GOD, WHICH HE GAVE THEM BY THE PROPHET, AND REMOVED INTO EGYPT, AND CARRIED JEREMIAH AND BARNCH ALONG WITH HIM. 
7. AND WHEN THEY WERE THERE, GOD SIGNIFIED TO THE PROPHET THAT THE KING OF BABYLON WAS ABOUT MAKING AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE EGYPTIANS, AND COMMANDED HIM TO FORETELL TO THE PEOPLE THAT EGYPT SHOULD BE TAKEN, AND THE KING OF BABYLON SHOULD SLAY SOME OF THEM AND, SHOULD TAKE OTHERS CAPTIVE, AND BRING THEM TO BABYLON; WHICH THINGS CAME TO PASS ACCORDINGLY; FOR ON THE FIFTH YEAR AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM, WHICH WAS THE TWENTY-THIRD OF THE REIGN OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR, HE MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST CELESYRIA; AND WHEN HE HAD POSSESSED HIMSELF OF IT, HE MADE WAR AGAINST THE AMMONITES AND MOABITES; AND WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT ALL THESE NATIONS UNDER SUBJECTION, HE FELL UPON EGYPT, IN ORDER TO OVERTHROW IT; AND HE SLEW THE KING THAT THEN REIGNED AND SET UP ANOTHER; AND HE TOOK THOSE JEWS THAT WERE THERE CAPTIVES, AND LED THEM AWAY TO BABYLON. AND SUCH WAS THE END OF THE NATION OF THE HEBREWS, AS IT HATH BEEN DELIVERED DOWN TO US, IT HAVING TWICE GONE BEYOND EUPHRATES; FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE TEN TRIBES WERE CARRIED OUT OF SAMARIA BY THE ASSYRIANS, IN THE DAYS OF KING HOSHEA; AFTER WHICH THE PEOPLE OF THE TWO TRIBES THAT REMAINED AFTER JERUSALEM WAS TAKEN [WERE CARRIED AWAY] BY NEBUCHADNEZZAR, THE KING OF BABYLON AND CHALDEA. NOW AS TO SHALMANEZER, HE REMOVED THE ISRAELITES OUT OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND PLACED THEREIN THE NATION OF THE CUTHEANS, WHO HAD FORMERLY BELONGED TO THE INNER PARTS OF PERSIA AND MEDIA, BUT WERE THEN CALLED SAMARITANS, BY TAKING THE NAME OF THE COUNTRY TO WHICH THEY WERE REMOVED; BUT THE KING OF BABYLON, WHO BROUGHT OUT THE TWO TRIBES, PLACED NO OTHER NATION IN THEIR COUNTRY, BY WHICH MEANS ALL JUDEA AND JERUSALEM, AND THE TEMPLE, CONTINUED TO BE A DESERT FOR SEVENTY YEARS; BUT THE ENTIRE INTERVAL OF TIME WHICH PASSED FROM THE CAPTIVITY OF THE ISRAELITES, TO THE CARRYING AWAY OF THE TWO TRIBES, PROVED TO BE A HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS, SIX MONTHS, AND TEN DAYS. 
CHAPTER 10. CONCERNING DANIEL AND WHAT BEFELL HIM AT BABYLON. 
1. BUT NOW NEBUCHADNEZZAR, KING OF BABYLON, TOOK SOME OF THE MOST NOBLE OF THE JEWS THAT WERE CHILDREN, AND THE KINSMEN OF ZEDEKIAH THEIR KING, SUCH AS WERE REMARKABLE FOR THE BEAUTY OF THEIR BODIES, AND THE COMELINESS OF THEIR COUNTENANCES, AND DELIVERED THEM INTO THE HANDS OF TUTORS, AND TO THE IMPROVEMENT TO BE MADE BY THEM. HE ALSO MADE SOME OF THEM TO BE EUNUCHS; WHICH COURSE HE TOOK ALSO WITH THOSE OF OTHER NATIONS WHOM HE HAD TAKEN IN THE FLOWER OF THEIR AGE, AND AFFORDED THEM THEIR DIET FROM HIS OWN TABLE, AND HAD THEM INSTRUCTED IN THE INSTITUTES OF THE COUNTRY, AND TAUGHT THE LEARNING OF THE CHALDEANS; AND THEY HAD NOW EXERCISED THEMSELVES SUFFICIENTLY IN THAT WISDOM WHICH HE HAD ORDERED THEY SHOULD APPLY THEMSELVES TO. NOW AMONG THESE THERE WERE FOUR OF THE FAMILY OF ZEDEKIAH, OF MOST EXCELLENT DISPOSITIONS, ONE OF WHOM WAS CALLED DANIEL, ANOTHER WAS CALLED ANANIAS, ANOTHER MISAEL, AND THE FOURTH AZARIAS; AND THE KING OF BABYLON CHANGED THEIR NAMES, AND COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD MAKE USE OF OTHER NAMES. DANIEL, HE CALLED BALTASAR; ANANIAS, SHADRACH; MISAEL, MESHACH; AND AZARIAS, ABEDNEGO. THESE THE KING HAD IN ESTEEM, AND CONTINUED TO LOVE, BECAUSE OF THE VERY EXCELLENT TEMPER THEY WERE OF, AND BECAUSE OF THEIR APPLICATION TO LEARNING, AND THE PROFESS THEY HAD MADE IN WISDOM. 
2. NOW DANIEL AND HIS KINSMEN HAD RESOLVED TO USE A SEVERE DIET, AND TO ABSTAIN FROM THOSE KINDS OF FOOD WHICH CAME FROM THE KING'S TABLE, AND ENTIRELY TO FORBEAR TO EAT OF ALL LIVING CREATURES. SO HE CAME TO ASHPENAZ, WHO WAS THAT EUNUCH TO WHOM THE CARE OF THEM WAS COMMITTED, AND DESIRED HIM TO TAKE AND SPEND WHAT WAS BROUGHT FOR THEM FROM THE KING, BUT TO GIVE THEM PULSE AND DATES FOR THEIR FOOD, AND ANY THING ELSE, BESIDES THE FLESH OF LIVING CREATURES, THAT HE PLEASED, FOR THAT THEIR INCLINATIONS WERE TO THAT SORT OF FOOD, AND THAT THEY DESPISED THE OTHER. HE REPLIED, THAT HE WAS READY TO SERVE THEM IN WHAT THEY DESIRED, BUT HE SUSPECTED THAT THEY WOULD BE DISCOVERED BY THE KING, FROM THEIR MEAGRE BODIES, AND THE ALTERATION OF THEIR COUNTENANCES, BECAUSE IT COULD NOT BE AVOIDED BUT THEIR BODIES AND COLORS MUST BE CHANGED WITH THEIR DIET, ESPECIALLY WHILE THEY WOULD BE CLEARLY DISCOVERED BY THE FINER APPEARANCE OF THE OTHER CHILDREN, WHO WOULD FARE BETTER, AND THUS THEY SHOULD BRING HIM INTO DANGER, AND OCCASION HIM TO BE PUNISHED; YET DID THEY PERSUADE ARIOCH, WHO WAS THUS FEARFUL, TO GIVE THEM WHAT FOOD THEY DESIRED FOR TEN DAYS, BY WAY OF TRIAL; AND IN CASE THE HABIT OF THEIR BODIES WERE NOT ALTERED, TO GO ON IN THE SAME WAY, AS EXPECTING THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE HURT THEREBY AFTERWARDS; BUT IF HE SAW THEM LOOK MEAGRE, AND WORSE THAN THE REST, HE SHOULD REDUCE THEM TO THEIR FORMER DIET. NOW WHEN IT APPEARED THAT THEY WERE SO FAR FROM BECOMING WORSE BY THE USE OF THIS FOOD, THAT THEY GREW PLUMPER AND FULLER IN BODY THAN THE REST, INSOMUCH THAT HE THOUGHT THOSE WHO FED ON WHAT CAME FROM THE KING'S TABLE SEEMED LESS PLUMP AND FULL, WHILE THOSE THAT WERE WITH DANIEL LOOKED AS IF THEY HAD LIVED IN PLENTY, AND IN ALL SORTS OF LUXURY. ARIOCH, FROM THAT TIME, SECURELY TOOK HIMSELF WHAT THE KING SENT EVERY DAY FROM HIS SUPPER, ACCORDING TO CUSTOM, TO THE CHILDREN, BUT GAVE THEM THE FORE MENTIONED DIET, WHILE THEY HAD THEIR SOULS IN SOME MEASURE MORE PURE, AND LESS BURDENED, AND SO FITTER FOR LEARNING, AND HAD THEIR BODIES IN BETTER TUNE FOR HARD LABOR; FOR THEY NEITHER HAD THE FORMER OPPRESSED AND HEAVY WITH VARIETY OF MEATS, NOR WERE THE OTHER EFFEMINATE ON THE SAME ACCOUNT; SO THEY READILY UNDERSTOOD ALL THE LEARNING THAT WAS AMONG THE HEBREWS, AND AMONG THE CHALDEANS, AS ESPECIALLY DID DANIEL, WHO BEING ALREADY SUFFICIENTLY SKILLFUL IN WISDOM, WAS VERY BUSY ABOUT THE INTERPRETATION OF DREAMS; AND GOD MANIFESTED HIMSELF TO HIM. 
3. NOW TWO YEARS AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF EGYPT, KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR SAW A WONDERFUL DREAM, THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF WHICH GOD SHOWED HIM IN HIS SLEEP; BUT WHEN HE AROSE OUT OF HIS BED, HE FORGOT THE ACCOMPLISHMENT. SO HE SENT FOR THE CHALDEANS AND MAGICIANS, AND THE PROPHETS, AND TOLD THEM THAT HE HAD SEEN A DREAM, AND INFORMED THEM THAT HE HAD FORGOTTEN THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF WHAT HE HAD SEEN, AND HE ENJOINED THEM TO TELL HIM BOTH WHAT THE DREAM WAS, AND WHAT WAS ITS SIGNIFICATION; AND THEY SAID THAT THIS WAS A THING IMPOSSIBLE TO BE DISCOVERED BY MEN; BUT THEY PROMISED HIM, THAT IF HE WOULD EXPLAIN TO THEM WHAT DREAM HE HAD SEEN, THEY WOULD TELL HIM ITS SIGNIFICATION. HEREUPON HE THREATENED TO PUT THEM TO DEATH, UNLESS THEY TOLD HIM HIS DREAM; AND HE GAVE COMMAND TO HAVE THEM ALL PUT TO DEATH, SINCE THEY CONFESSED, THEY COULD NOT DO WHAT THEY WERE COMMANDED TO DO. NOW WHEN DANIEL HEARD THAT THE KING HAD GIVEN A COMMAND, THAT ALL THE WISE MEN SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH, AND THAT AMONG THEM HIMSELF AND HIS THREE KINSMEN WERE IN DANGER, HE WENT TO ARIOCH, WHO WAS CAPTAIN OF THE KING'S GUARDS, AND DESIRED TO KNOW OF HIM WHAT WAS THE REASON WHY THE KING HAD GIVEN COMMAND THAT ALL THE WISE MEN, AND CHALDEANS, AND MAGICIANS SHOULD BE SLAIN. SO WHEN HE HAD LEARNED THAT THE KING HAD HAD A DREAM, AND HAD FORGOTTEN IT, AND THAT WHEN THEY WERE ENJOINED TO INFORM THE KING OF IT, THEY HAD SAID THEY COULD NOT DO IT, AND HAD THEREBY PROVOKED HIM TO ANGER, HE DESIRED OF ARIOCH THAT HE WOULD GO IN TO THE KING, AND DESIRE RESPITE FOR THE MAGICIANS FOR ONE NIGHT, AND TO PUT OFF THEIR SLAUGHTER SO LONG, FOR THAT HE HOPED WITHIN THAT TIME TO OBTAIN, BY PRAYER TO GOD, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE DREAM. ACCORDINGLY, ARIOCH INFORMED THE KING OF WHAT DANIEL DESIRED. SO THE KING BID THEM DELAY THE SLAUGHTER OF THE MAGICIANS TILL HE KNEW WHAT DANIEL'S PROMISE WOULD COME TO; BUT THE YOUNG MAN RETIRED TO HIS OWN HOUSE, WITH HIS KINSMEN, AND BESOUGHT GOD THAT WHOLE NIGHT TO DISCOVER THE DREAM, AND THEREBY DELIVER THE MAGICIANS AND CHALDEANS, WITH WHOM THEY WERE THEMSELVES TO PERISH, FROM THE KING'S ANGER, BY ENABLING HIM TO DECLARE HIS VISION, AND TO MAKE MANIFEST WHAT THE KING HAD SEEN THE NIGHT BEFORE IN HIS SLEEP, BUT HAD FORGOTTEN IT. ACCORDINGLY, GOD, OUT OF PITY TO THOSE THAT WERE IN DANGER, AND OUT OF REGARD TO THE WISDOM OF DANIEL, MADE KNOWN TO HIM THE DREAM AND ITS INTERPRETATION, THAT SO THE KING MIGHT UNDERSTAND BY HIM ITS SIGNIFICATION ALSO. WHEN DANIEL HAD OBTAINED THIS KNOWLEDGE FROM GOD, HE AROSE VERY JOYFUL, AND TOLD IT HIS BRETHREN, AND MADE THEM GLAD, AND TO HOPE WELL THAT THEY SHOULD NOW PRESERVE THEIR LIVES, OF WHICH THEY DESPAIRED BEFORE, AND HAD THEIR MINDS FULL OF NOTHING BUT THE THOUGHTS OF DYING. SO, WHEN HE HAD WITH THEM RETURNED THANKS TO GOD, WHO HAD COMMISERATED THEIR YOUTH, WHEN IT WAS DAY HE CAME TO ARIOCH, AND DESIRED HIM TO BRING HIM TO THE KING, BECAUSE HE WOULD DISCOVER TO HIM THAT DREAM WHICH HE HAD SEEN THE NIGHT BEFORE. 
4. WHEN DANIEL WAS COME IN TO THE KING, HE EXCUSED HIMSELF FIRST, THAT HE DID NOT PRETEND TO BE WISER THAN THE OTHER CHALDEANS AND MAGICIANS, WHEN, UPON THEIR ENTIRE INABILITY TO DISCOVER HIS DREAM, HE WAS UNDERTAKING TO INFORM HIM OF IT; FOR THIS WAS NOT BY HIS OWN SKILL, OR ON ACCOUNT OF HIS HAVING BETTER CULTIVATED HIS UNDERSTANDING THAN THE REST; BUT HE SAID, "GOD HATH HAD PITY UPON US, WHEN WE WERE IN DANGER OF DEATH, AND WHEN I PRAYED FOR THE LIFE OF MYSELF, AND OF THOSE OF MY OWN NATION, HATH MADE MANIFEST TO ME BOTH THE DREAM, AND THE INTERPRETATION THEREOF; FOR I WAS NOT LESS CONCERNED FOR THY GLORY THAN FOR THE SORROW THAT WE WERE BY THEE CONDEMNED TO DIE, WHILE THOU DIDST SO UNJUSTLY COMMAND MEN, BOTH GOOD AND EXCELLENT IN THEMSELVES, TO BE PUT TO DEATH, WHEN THOU ENJOINEDST THEM TO DO WHAT WAS ENTIRELY ABOVE THE REACH OF HUMAN WISDOM, AND REQUIREDST OF THEM WHAT WAS ONLY THE WORK OF GOD. WHEREFORE, AS THOU IN THY SLEEP WAST SOLICITOUS CONCERNING THOSE THAT SHOULD SUCCEED THEE IN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE WHOLE WORLD, GOD WAS DESIROUS TO SHOW THEE ALL THOSE THAT SHOULD REIGN AFTER THEE, AND TO THAT END EXHIBITED TO THEE THE FOLLOWING DREAM: THOU SEEMEDST TO SEE A GREAT IMAGE STANDING BEFORE THEE, THE HEAD OF WHICH PROVED TO BE OF GOLD, THE SHOULDERS AND ARMS OF SILVER, AND THE BELLY AND THE THIGHS OF BRASS, BUT THE LEGS AND THE FEET OF IRON; AFTER WHICH THOU SAWEST A STONE BROKEN OFF FROM A MOUNTAIN, WHICH FELL UPON THE IMAGE, AND THREW IT DOWN, AND BRAKE IT TO PIECES, AND DID NOT PERMIT ANY PART OF IT TO REMAIN WHOLE; BUT THE GOLD, THE SILVER, THE BRASS, AND THE IRON, BECAME SMALLER THAN MEAL, WHICH, UPON THE BLAST OF A VIOLENT WIND, WAS BY FORCE CARRIED AWAY, AND SCATTERED ABROAD, BUT THE STONE DID INCREASE TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT THE WHOLE EARTH BENEATH IT SEEMED TO BE FILLED THEREWITH. THIS IS THE DREAM WHICH THOU SAWEST, AND ITS INTERPRETATION IS AS FOLLOWS: THE HEAD OF GOLD DENOTES THEE, AND THE KINGS OF BABYLON THAT HAVE BEEN BEFORE THEE; BUT THE TWO HANDS AND ARMS SIGNIFY THIS, THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT SHALL BE DISSOLVED BY TWO KINGS; BUT ANOTHER KING THAT SHALL COME FROM THE WEST, ARMED WITH BRASS, SHALL DESTROY THAT GOVERNMENT; AND ANOTHER GOVERNMENT, THAT SHALL BE LIKE UNTO IRON, SHALL PUT AN END TO THE POWER OF THE FORMER, AND SHALL HAVE DOMINION OVER ALL THE EARTH, ON ACCOUNT OF THE NATURE OF IRON, WHICH IS STRONGER THAN THAT OF GOLD, OF SILVER, AND OF BRASS." DANIEL DID ALSO DECLARE THE MEANING OF THE STONE TO THE KING BUT I DO NOT THINK PROPER TO RELATE IT, SINCE I HAVE ONLY UNDERTAKEN TO DESCRIBE THINGS PAST OR THINGS PRESENT, BUT NOT THINGS THAT ARE FUTURE; YET IF ANY ONE BE SO VERY DESIROUS OF KNOWING TRUTH, AS NOT TO WAVE SUCH POINTS OF CURIOSITY, AND CANNOT CURB HIS INCLINATION FOR UNDERSTANDING THE UNCERTAINTIES OF FUTURITY, AND WHETHER THEY WILL HAPPEN OR NOT, LET HIM BE DILIGENT IN READING THE BOOK OF DANIEL, WHICH HE WILL FIND AMONG THE SACRED WRITINGS. 
5. WHEN NEBUCHADNEZZAR HEARD THIS, AND RECOLLECTED HIS DREAM, HE WAS ASTONISHED AT THE NATURE OF DANIEL, AND FELL UPON HIS KNEE; AND SALUTED DANIEL IN THE MANNER THAT MEN WORSHIP GOD, AND GAVE COMMAND THAT HE SHOULD BE SACRIFICED TO AS A GOD. AND THIS WAS NOT ALL, FOR HE ALSO IMPOSED THE NAME, OF HIS OWN GOD UPON HIM, [BALTASAR,] AND MADE HIM AND HIS KINSMEN RULERS OF HIS WHOLE KINGDOM; WHICH KINSMEN OF HIS HAPPENED TO FALL INTO GREAT DANGER BY THE ENVY AND MALICE [OF THEIR ENEMIES]; FOR THEY OFFENDED THE KING UPON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING: HE MADE AN IMAGE OF GOLD, WHOSE HEIGHT WAS SIXTY CUBITS, AND ITS BREADTH SIX CUBITS, AND SET IT IN THE GREAT PLAIN OF BABYLON; AND WHEN HE WAS GOING TO DEDICATE THE IMAGE, HE INVITED THE PRINCIPAL MEN OUT OF ALL THE EARTH THAT WAS UNDER HIS DOMINIONS, AND COMMANDED THEM, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THAT WHEN THEY SHOULD HEAR THE SOUND OF THE TRUMPET, THEY SHOULD THEN FALL DOWN AND WORSHIP THE IMAGE; AND HE THREATENED, THAT THOSE WHO DID NOT SO, SHOULD BE CAST INTO A FIERY FURNACE. WHEN THEREFORE ALL THE REST, UPON THE HEARING OF THE SOUND OF THE TRUMPET, WORSHIPPED THE IMAGE, THEY RELATE THAT DANIEL'S KINSMEN DID NOT DO IT, BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT TRANSGRESS THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY. SO THESE MEN WERE CONVICTED, AND CAST IMMEDIATELY INTO THE FIRE, BUT WERE SAVED BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE, AND AFTER A SURPRISING MANNER ESCAPED DEATH, FOR THE FIRE DID NOT TOUCH THEM; AND I SUPPOSE THAT IT TOUCHED THEM NOT, AS IF IT REASONED WITH ITSELF, THAT THEY WERE CAST INTO IT WITHOUT ANY FAULT OF THEIRS, AND THAT THEREFORE IT WAS TOO WEAK TO BURN THE YOUNG MEN WHEN THEY WERE IN IT. THIS WAS DONE BY THE POWER OF GOD, WHO MADE THEIR BODIES SO FAR SUPERIOR TO THE FIRE, THAT IT COULD NOT CONSUME THEM. THIS IT WAS WHICH RECOMMENDED THEM TO THE KING AS RIGHTEOUS MEN, AND MEN BELOVED OF GOD, ON WHICH ACCOUNT THEY CONTINUED IN GREAT ESTEEM WITH HIM. 
6. A LITTLE AFTER THIS THE KING SAW IN HIS SLEEP AGAIN ANOTHER VISION; HOW HE SHOULD FALL FROM HIS DOMINION, AND FEED AMONG THE WILD BEASTS, AND THAT WHEN HE, HALT LIVED IN THIS MANNER IN THE DESERT FOR SEVEN YEARS, HE SHOULD RECOVER HIS DOMINION AGAIN. WHEN HE HAD SEEN THIS DREAM, HE CALLED THE MAGICIANS TOGETHER AGAIN, AND INQUIRED OF THEM ABOUT IT, AND DESIRED THEM TO TELL HIM WHAT IT SIGNIFIED; BUT WHEN NONE OF THEM COULD FIND OUT THE MEANING OF THE DREAM, NOR DISCOVER IT TO THE KING, DANIEL WAS THE ONLY PERSON THAT EXPLAINED IT; AND AS HE FORETOLD, SO IT CAME TO PASS; FOR AFTER HE HAD CONTINUED IN THE WILDERNESS THE FORE MENTIONED INTERVAL OF TIME, WHILE NO ONE DURST ATTEMPT TO SEIZE HIS KINGDOM DURING THOSE SEVEN YEARS, HE PRAYED TO GOD THAT HE MIGHT RECOVER HIS KINGDOM, AND HE RETURNED TO IT. BUT LET NO ONE BLAME ME FOR WRITING DOWN EVERY THING OF THIS NATURE, AS I FIND IT IN OUR ANCIENT BOOKS; FOR AS TO THAT MATTER, I HAVE PLAINLY ASSURED THOSE THAT THINK ME DEFECTIVE IN ANY SUCH POINT, OR COMPLAIN OF MY MANAGEMENT, AND HAVE TOLD THEM IN THE BEGINNING OF THIS HISTORY, THAT I INTENDED TO DO NO MORE THAN TRANSLATE THE HEBREW BOOKS INTO THE GREEK LANGUAGE, AND PROMISED THEM TO EXPLAIN THOSE FACTS, WITHOUT ADDING ANY THING TO THEM OF MY OWN, OR TAKING ANY THING AWAY FROM THERE. 
CHAPTER 11. CONCERNING NEBUCHADNEZZAR AND HIS SUCCESSORS AND HOW THEIR GOVERNMENT WAS DISSOLVED BY THE PERSIANS; AND WHAT THINGS BEFELL DANIEL IN MEDIA; AND WHAT PROPHECIES HE DELIVERED THERE. 
1. NOW WHEN KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR HAD REIGNED FORTY-THREE YEARS, HE ENDED HIS LIFE. HE WAS AN ACTIVE MAN, AND MORE FORTUNATE THAN THE KINGS THAT WERE BEFORE HIM. NOW BEROSUS MAKES MENTION OF HIS ACTIONS IN THE THIRD BOOK OF HIS CHALDAIC HISTORY, WHERE HE SAYS THUS: "WHEN HIS FATHER NEBUCHODONOSOR [NABOPOLLASSAR] HEARD THAT THE GOVERNOR WHOM HE HAD SET OVER EGYPT, AND THE PLACES ABOUT COELESYRIA AND PHOENICIA, HAD REVOLTED FROM HIM, WHILE HE WAS NOT HIMSELF ABLE ANY LONGER TO UNDERGO THE HARDSHIPS [OF WAR], HE COMMITTED TO HIS SON NEBUCHADNEZZAR, WHO WAS STILL BUT A YOUTH, SOME PARTS OF HIS ARMY, AND SENT THEM AGAINST HIM. SO WHEN NEBUCHADNEZZAR HAD GIVEN BATTLE, AND FOUGHT WITH THE REBEL, HE BEAT HIM, AND REDUCED THE COUNTRY FROM UNDER HIS SUBJECTION, AND MADE IT A BRANCH OF HIS OWN KINGDOM; BUT ABOUT THAT TIME IT HAPPENED THAT HIS FATHER NEBUCHODONOSOR [NABOPOLLASSAR] FELL ILL, AND ENDED HIS LIFE IN THE CITY BABYLON, WHEN HE HAD REIGNED TWENTY-ONE YEARS; AND WHEN HE WAS MADE SENSIBLE, AS HE WAS IN A LITTLE TIME, THAT HIS FATHER NEBUCHODONOSOR [NABOPOLLASSAR] WAS DEAD, AND HAVING SETTLED THE AFFAIRS OF EGYPT, AND THE OTHER COUNTRIES, AS ALSO THOSE THAT CONCERNED THE CAPTIVE JEWS, AND PHOENICIANS, AND SYRIANS, AND THOSE OF THE EGYPTIAN NATIONS; AND HAVING COMMITTED THE CONVEYANCE OF THEM TO BABYLON TO CERTAIN OF HIS FRIENDS, TOGETHER WITH THE GROSS OF HIS ARMY, AND THE REST OF THEIR AMMUNITION AND PROVISIONS, HE WENT HIMSELF HASTILY, ACCOMPANIED WITH A FEW OTHERS, OVER THE DESERT, AND CAME TO BABYLON. SO HE TOOK UPON HIM THE MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS, AND OF THE KINGDOM WHICH HAD BEEN KEPT FOR HIM BY ONE THAT WAS THE PRINCIPAL OF THE CHALDEANS, AND HE RECEIVED THE ENTIRE DOMINIONS OF HIS FATHER, AND APPOINTED, THAT WHEN THE CAPTIVES CAME, THEY SHOULD BE PLACED AS COLONIES, IN THE MOST PROPER PLACES OF BABYLONIA; BUT THEN HE ADORNED THE TEMPLE OF BELUS, AND THE REST OF THE TEMPLES, IN A MAGNIFICENT MANNER, WITH THE SPOILS HE HAD TAKEN IN THE WAR. HE ALSO ADDED ANOTHER CITY TO THAT WHICH WAS THERE OF OLD, AND REBUILT IT, THAT SUCH AS WOULD BESIEGE IT HEREAFTER MIGHT NO MORE TURN THE COURSE OF THE RIVER, AND THEREBY ATTACK THE CITY ITSELF. HE THEREFORE BUILT THREE WALLS ROUND ABOUT THE INNER CITY, AND THREE OTHERS ABOUT THAT WHICH WAS THE OUTER, AND THIS HE DID WITH BURNT BRICK. AND AFTER HE HAD, AFTER A BECOMING MANNER, WALLED THE CITY, AND ADORNED ITS GATES GLORIOUSLY, HE BUILT ANOTHER PALACE BEFORE HIS FATHER'S PALACE, BUT SO THAT THEY JOINED TO IT; TO DESCRIBE WHOSE VAST HEIGHT AND IMMENSE RICHES IT WOULD PERHAPS BE TOO MUCH FOR ME TO ATTEMPT; YET AS LARGE AND LOFTY AS THEY WERE, THEY WERE COMPLETED IN FIFTEEN DAYS. HE ALSO ERECTED ELEVATED PLACES FOR WALKING, OF STONE, AND MADE IT RESEMBLE MOUNTAINS, AND BUILT IT SO THAT IT MIGHT BE PLANTED WITH ALL SORTS OF TREES. HE ALSO ERECTED WHAT WAS CALLED A PENSILE PARADISE, BECAUSE HIS WIFE WAS DESIROUS TO HAVE THINGS LIKE HER OWN COUNTRY, SHE HAVING BEEN BRED UP IN THE PALACES OF MEDIA." MEGASTHENES ALSO, IN HIS FOURTH BOOK OF HIS ACCOUNTS OF INDIA, MAKES MENTION. OF THESE THINGS, AND THEREBY ENDEAVORS TO SHOW THAT THIS KING [NEBUCHADNEZZAR] EXCEEDED HERCULES IN FORTITUDE, AND IN THE GREATNESS OF HIS ACTIONS; FOR HE SAITH THAT HE CONQUERED A GREAT PART OF LIBYA AND IBERIA. DIOCLES ALSO, IN THE SECOND BOOK OF HIS ACCOUNTS OF PERSIA, MENTIONS THIS KING; AS DOES PHILOSTRATES IN HIS ACCOUNTS BOTH OF INDIA AND OF PHOENICIA, SAY, THAT THIS KING BESIEGED TYRE THIRTEEN YEARS, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME ETHBAAL REIGNED AT TYRE. THESE ARE ALL THE HISTORIES THAT I HAVE MET WITH CONCERNING THIS KING. 
2. BUT NOW, AFTER THE DEATH OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR, EVIL-MERODACH HIS SON SUCCEEDED IN THE KINGDOM, WHO IMMEDIATELY SET JECONIAH AT LIBERTY, AND ESTEEMED HIM AMONG HIS MOST INTIMATE FRIENDS. HE ALSO GAVE HIM MANY PRESENTS, AND MADE HIM HONORABLE ABOVE THE REST OF THE KINGS THAT WERE IN BABYLON; FOR HIS FATHER HAD NOT KEPT HIS FAITH WITH JECONIAH, WHEN HE VOLUNTARILY DELIVERED UP HIMSELF TO HIM, WITH HIS WIVES AND CHILDREN, AND HIS WHOLE KINDRED, FOR THE SAKE OF HIS COUNTRY, THAT IT MIGHT NOT BE TAKEN BY SIEGE, AND UTTERLY DESTROYED, AS WE SAID BEFORE. WHEN EVIL-MCRODACH WAS DEAD, AFTER A REIGN OF EIGHTEEN YEARS, NIGLISSAR HIS SON TOOK THE GOVERNMENT, AND RETAINED IT FORTY YEARS, AND THEN ENDED HIS LIFE; AND AFTER HIM THE SUCCESSION IN THE KINGDOM CAME TO HIS SON LABOSORDACUS, WHO CONTINUED IN IT IN ALL BUT NINE MONTHS; AND WHEN HE WAS DEAD, IT CAME TO BALTASAR, WHO BY THE BABYLONIANS WAS CALLED NABOANDELUS; AGAINST HIM DID CYRUS, THE KING OF PERSIA, AND DARIUS, THE KING OF MEDIA, MAKE WAR; AND WHEN HE WAS BESIEGED IN BABYLON, THERE HAPPENED A WONDERFUL AND PRODIGIOUS VISION. HE WAS SAT DOWN AT SUPPER IN A LARGE ROOM, AND THERE WERE A GREAT MANY VESSELS OF SILVER, SUCH AS WERE MADE FOR ROYAL ENTERTAINMENTS, AND HE HAD WITH HIM HIS CONCUBINES AND HIS FRIENDS; WHEREUPON HE CAME TO A RESOLUTION, AND COMMANDED THAT THOSE VESSELS OF GOD WHICH NEBUCHADNEZZAR HAD PLUNDERED OUT OF JERUSALEM, AND HAD NOT MADE USE OF, BUT HAD PUT THEM INTO HIS OWN TEMPLE, SHOULD BE BROUGHT OUT OF THAT TEMPLE. HE ALSO GREW SO HAUGHTY AS TO PROCEED TO USE THEM IN THE MIDST OF HIS CUPS, DRINKING OUT OF THEM, AND BLASPHEMING AGAINST GOD. IN THE MEAN TIME, HE SAW A HAND PROCEED OUT OF THE WALL, AND WRITING UPON THE WALL CERTAIN SYLLABLES; AT WHICH SIGHT, BEING DISTURBED, HE CALLED THE MAGICIANS AND CHALDEANS TOGETHER, AND ALL THAT SORT OF MEN THAT ARE AMONG THESE BARBARIANS, AND WERE ABLE TO INTERPRET SIGNS AND DREAMS, THAT THEY MIGHT EXPLAIN THE WRITING TO HIM. BUT WHEN THE MAGICIANS SAID THEY COULD DISCOVER NOTHING, NOR DID UNDERSTAND IT, THE KING WAS IN GREAT DISORDER OF MIND, AND UNDER GREAT TROUBLE AT THIS SURPRISING ACCIDENT; SO HE CAUSED IT TO BE PROCLAIMED THROUGH ALL THE COUNTRY, AND PROMISED, THAT TO HIM WHO COULD EXPLAIN THE WRITING, AND GIVE THE SIGNIFICATION COUCHED THEREIN, HE WOULD GIVE HIM A GOLDEN CHAIN FOR HIS NECK, AND LEAVE TO WEAR A PURPLE GARMENT, AS DID THE KINGS OF CHALDEA, AND WOULD BESTOW ON HIM THE THIRD PART OF HIS OWN DOMINIONS. WHEN THIS PROCLAMATION WAS MADE, THE MAGICIANS RAN TOGETHER MORE EARNESTLY, AND WERE VERY AMBITIOUS TO FIND OUT THE IMPORTANCE OF THE WRITING, BUT STILL HESITATED ABOUT IT AS MUCH AS BEFORE. NOW WHEN THE KING'S GRANDMOTHER SAW HIM CAST DOWN AT THIS ACCIDENT, SHE BEGAN TO ENCOURAGE HIM, AND TO SAY, THAT THERE WAS A CERTAIN CAPTIVE WHO CAME FROM JUDEA, A JEW BY BIRTH, BUT BROUGHT AWAY THENCE BY NEBUCHADNEZZAR WHEN HE HAD DESTROYED JERUSALEM, WHOSE NAME WAS DANIEL, A WISE MAN, AND ONE OF GREAT SAGACITY IN FINDING OUT WHAT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR OTHERS TO DISCOVER, AND WHAT WAS KNOWN TO GOD ALONE, WHO BROUGHT TO LIGHT AND ANSWERED SUCH QUESTIONS TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR AS NO ONE ELSE WAS ABLE TO ANSWER WHEN THEY WERE CONSULTED. SHE THEREFORE DESIRED THAT HE WOULD SEND FOR HIM, AND INQUIRE OF HIM CONCERNING THE WRITING, AND TO CONDEMN THE UNSKILLFULNESS OF THOSE THAT COULD NOT FIND THEIR MEANING, AND THIS, ALTHOUGH WHAT GOD SIGNIFIED THEREBY SHOULD BE OF A MELANCHOLY NATURE. 
3. WHEN BALTASAR HEARD THIS, HE CALLED FOR DANIEL; AND WHEN HE HAD DISCOURSED TO HIM WHAT HE HAD LEARNED CONCERNING HIM AND HIS WISDOM, AND HOW A DIVINE SPIRIT WAS WITH HIM, AND THAT HE ALONE WAS FULLY CAPABLE OF FINDING OUT WHAT OTHERS WOULD NEVER HAVE THOUGHT OF, HE DESIRED HIM TO DECLARE TO HIM WHAT THIS WRITING MEANT; THAT IF HE DID SO, HE WOULD GIVE HIM LEAVE TO WEAR PURPLE, AND TO PUT A CHAIN OF GOLD ABOUT HIS NECK, AND WOULD BESTOW ON HIM THE THIRD PART OF HIS DOMINION, AS AN HONORARY REWARD FOR HIS WISDOM, THAT THEREBY HE MIGHT BECOME ILLUSTRIOUS TO THOSE WHO SAW HIM, AND WHO INQUIRED UPON WHAT OCCASION HE OBTAINED SUCH HONORS. BUT DANIEL DESIRED THAT HE WOULD KEEP HIS GIFTS TO HIMSELF; FOR WHAT IS THE EFFECT OF WISDOM AND OF DIVINE REVELATION ADMITS OF NO GIFTS, AND BESTOWS ITS ADVANTAGES ON PETITIONERS FREELY; BUT THAT STILL HE WOULD EXPLAIN THE WRITING TO HIM; WHICH DENOTED THAT HE SHOULD SOON DIE, AND THIS BECAUSE HE HAD NOT LEARNT TO HONOR GOD, AND NOT TO ADMIT THINGS ABOVE HUMAN NATURE, BY WHAT PUNISHMENTS HIS PROGENITOR HAD UNDERGONE FOR THE INJURIES HE HAD OFFERED TO GOD; AND BECAUSE HE HAD QUITE FORGOTTEN HOW NEBUCHADNEZZAR WAS REMOVED TO FEED AMONG WILD BEASTS FOR HIS IMPIETIES, AND DID NOT RECOVER HIS FORMER LIFE AMONG MEN AND HIS KINGDOM, BUT UPON GOD'S MERCY TO HIM, AFTER MANY SUPPLICATIONS AND PRAYERS; WHO DID THEREUPON PRAISE GOD ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE, AS ONE OF ALMIGHTY POWER, AND WHO TAKES CARE OF MANKIND. [HE ALSO PUT HIM IN MIND] HOW HE HAD GREATLY BLASPHEMED AGAINST GOD, AND HAD MADE USE OF HIS VESSELS AMONGST HIS CONCUBINES; THAT THEREFORE GOD SAW THIS, AND WAS ANGRY WITH HIM, AND DECLARED BY THIS WRITING BEFOREHAND WHAT A SAD CONCLUSION OF HIS LIFE HE SHOULD COME TO. AND HE EXPLAINED THE WRITING THUS:" MANEH. THIS, IF IT BE EXPOUNDED IN THE GREEK LANGUAGE, MAY SIGNIFY A NUMBER, BECAUSE GOD HATH NUMBERED SO LONG A TIME FOR THY LIFE, AND FOR THY GOVERNMENT, AND THAT THERE REMAINS BUT A SMALL PORTION. THEKEL THIS SIGNIFIES A WEIGHT, AND MEANS THAT GOD HATH WEIGHED THY KINGDOM IN A BALANCE, AND FINDS IT GOING DOWN ALREADY. PHARES. THIS ALSO, IN THE GREEK TONGUE, DENOTES A FRAGMENT, GOD WILL THEREFORE BREAK THY KINGDOM IN PIECES, AND DIVIDE IT AMONG THE MEDES AND PERSIANS." 
4. WHEN DANIEL HAD TOLD THE KING THAT THE WRITING UPON THE WALL SIGNIFIED THESE EVENTS, BALTASAR WAS IN GREAT SORROW AND AFFLICTION, AS WAS TO BE EXPECTED, WHEN THE INTERPRETATION WAS SO HEAVY UPON HIM. HOWEVER, HE DID NOT REFUSE WHAT HE HAD PROMISED DANIEL, ALTHOUGH HE WERE BECOME A FORETELLER OF MISFORTUNES TO HIM, BUT BESTOWED IT ALL UPON HIM; AS REASONING THUS, THAT WHAT HE WAS TO REWARD WAS PECULIAR TO HIMSELF, AND TO FATE, AND DID NOT BELONG TO THE PROPHET, BUT THAT IT WAS THE PART OF A GOOD AND A JUST MAN TO GIVE WHAT HE HAD PROMISED, ALTHOUGH THE EVENTS WERE OF A MELANCHOLY NATURE. ACCORDINGLY, THE KING DETERMINED SO TO DO. NOW, AFTER A LITTLE WHILE, BOTH HIMSELF AND THE CITY WERE TAKEN BY CYRUS, THE KING OF PERSIA, WHO FOUGHT AGAINST HIM; FOR IT WAS BALTASAR, UNDER WHOM BABYLON WAS TAKEN, WHEN HE HAD REIGNED SEVENTEEN YEARS. AND THIS IS THE END OF THE POSTERITY OF KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR, AS HISTORY INFORMS US; BUT WHEN BABYLON WAS TAKEN BY DARIUS, AND WHEN HE, WITH HIS KINSMAN CYRUS, HAD PUT AN END TO THE DOMINION OF THE BABYLONIANS, HE WAS SIXTY-TWO YEARS OLD. HE WAS THE SON OF ASTYAGES, AND HAD ANOTHER NAME AMONG THE GREEKS. MOREOVER, HE TOOK DANIEL THE PROPHET, AND CARRIED HIM WITH HIM INTO MEDIA, AND HONORED HIM VERY GREATLY, AND KEPT HIM WITH HIM; FOR HE WAS ONE OF THE THREE PRESIDENTS WHOM HE SET OVER HIS THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY PROVINCES, FOR INTO SO MANY DID DARIUS PART THEM. 
5. HOWEVER, WHILE DANIEL WAS IN SO GREAT DIGNITY, AND IN SO GREAT FAVOR WITH DARIUS, AND WAS ALONE INTRUSTED WITH EVERY THING BY HIM, A HAVING SOMEWHAT DIVINE IN HIM, HE WAS ENVIED BY THE REST; FOR THOSE THAT SEE OTHERS IN GREATER HONOR THAN THEMSELVES WITH KINGS ENVY THEM; AND WHEN THOSE THAT WERE GRIEVED AT THE GREAT FAVOR DANIEL WAS IN WITH DARIUS SOUGHT FOR AN OCCASION AGAINST HIM, HE AFFORDED THEM NO OCCASION AT ALL, FOR HE WAS ABOVE ALL THE TEMPTATIONS OF MONEY, AND DESPISED BRIBERY, AND ESTEEMED IT A VERY BASE THING TO TAKE ANY THING BY WAY OF REWARD, EVEN WHEN IT MIGHT BE JUSTLY GIVEN HIM; HE AFFORDED THOSE THAT ENVIED HIM NOT THE LEAST HANDLE FOR AN ACCUSATION. SO, WHEN THEY COULD FIND NOTHING FOR WHICH THEY MIGHT CALUMNIATE HIM TO THE KING, NOTHING THAT WAS SHAMEFUL OR REPROACHFUL, AND THEREBY DEPRIVE HIM OF THE HONOR HE WAS IN WITH HIM, THEY SOUGHT FOR SOME OTHER METHOD WHEREBY THEY MIGHT DESTROY HIM. WHEN THEREFORE THEY SAW THAT DANIEL PRAYED TO GOD THREE TIMES A DAY, THEY THOUGHT THEY HAD GOTTEN AN OCCASION BY WHICH THEY MIGHT RUIN HIM; SO THEY CAME TO DARIUS AND TOLD HIM THAT THE PRINCES AND GOVERNORS HAD THOUGHT PROPER TO ALLOW THE MULTITUDE A RELAXATION FOR THIRTY DAYS, THAT NO ONE MIGHT OFFER A PETITION OR PRAYER EITHER TO HIMSELF OR TO THE GODS, BUT THAT HE WHO SHALL TRANSGRESS THIS DECREE SHALL BE EAST INTO THE DEN OF LIONS, AND THERE PERISH." 
6. WHEREUPON THE KING, NOT BEING ACQUAINTED WITH THEIR WICKED DESIGN, NOR SUSPECTING THAT IT WAS A CONTRIVANCE OF THEIRS AGAINST DANIEL, SAID HE WAS PLEASED WITH THIS DECREE OF THEIRS, AND HE PROMISED TO CONFIRM WHAT THEY DESIRED; HE ALSO PUBLISHED AN EDICT TO PROMULGATE TO THE PEOPLE THAT DECREE WHICH THE PRINCES HAD MADE. ACCORDINGLY, ALL THE REST TOOK CARE NOT TO TRANSGRESS THOSE INJUNCTIONS, AND RESTED IN QUIET; BUT DANIEL HAD NO REGARD TO THEM, BUT, AS HE WAS WONT, HE STOOD AND PRAYED TO GOD IN THE SIGHT OF THEM ALL; BUT THE PRINCES HAVING MET WITH THE OCCASION THEY SO EARNESTLY SOUGHT TO FIND AGAINST DANIEL, CAME PRESENTLY TO THE KING, AND ACCUSED HIM, THAT DANIEL WAS THE ONLY PERSON THAT TRANSGRESSED THE DECREE, WHILE NOT ONE OF THE REST DURST PRAY TO THEIR GODS. THIS DISCOVERY THEY MADE, NOT BECAUSE OF HIS IMPIETY, BUT BECAUSE THEY HAD WATCHED HIM, AND OBSERVED HIM OUT OF ENVY; FOR SUPPOSING THAT DARIUS DID THUS OUT OF A GREATER KINDNESS TO HIM THAN THEY EXPECTED, AND THAT HE WAS READY TO GRANT HIM PARDON FOR THIS CONTEMPT OF HIS INJUNCTIONS, AND ENVYING THIS VERY PARDON TO DANIEL, THEY DID NOT BECOME MORE HONORABLE TO HIM, BUT DESIRED HE MIGHT BE CAST INTO THE DEN OF LIONS ACCORDING TO THE LAW. SO, DARIUS, HOPING THAT GOD WOULD DELIVER HIM, AND THAT HE WOULD UNDERGO NOTHING THAT WAS TERRIBLE BY THE WILD BEASTS, BID HIM BEAR THIS ACCIDENT CHEERFULLY. AND WHEN HE WAS CAST INTO THE DEN, HE PUT HIS SEAL TO THE STONE THAT LAY UPON THE MOUTH OF THE DEN, AND WENT HIS WAY, BUT HE PASSED ALL THE NIGHT WITHOUT FOOD AND WITHOUT SLEEP, BEING IN GREAT DISTRESS FOR DANIEL; BUT WHEN IT WAS DAY, HE GOT UP, AND CAME TO THE DEN, AND FOUND THE SEAL ENTIRE, WHICH HE HAD LEFT THE STONE SEALED WITHAL; HE ALSO OPENED THE SEAL, AND. CRIED OUT, AND CALLED TO DANIEL, AND ASKED HIM IF HE WERE ALIVE. AND AS SOON AS HE HEARD THE KING'S VOICE, AND SAID THAT HE HAD SUFFERED NO HARM, THE KING GAVE ORDER THAT HE SHOULD BE DRAWN UP OUT OF THE DEN. NOW WHEN HIS ENEMIES SAW THAT DANIEL HAD SUFFERED NOTHING WHICH WAS TERRIBLE, THEY WOULD NOT OWN THAT HE WAS PRESERVED BY GOD, AND BY HIS PROVIDENCE; BUT THEY SAID THAT THE LIONS HAD BEEN FILLED FULL WITH FOOD, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT, IT WAS, AS THEY SUPPOSED, THAT THE LIONS WOULD NOT TOUCH DANIEL, NOR COME TO HIM; AND THIS THEY ALLEGED TO THE KING. BUT THE KING, OUT OF AN ABHORRENCE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS, GAVE ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD THROW IN A GREAT DEAL OF FLESH TO THE LIONS; AND WHEN THEY HAD FILLED THEMSELVES, HE GAVE FURTHER ORDER THAT DANIEL'S ENEMIES SHOULD BE CAST INTO THE DEN, THAT HE MIGHT LEARN WHETHER THE LIONS, NOW THEY WERE FULL, WOULD TOUCH THEM OR NOT. AND IT APPEARED PLAIN TO DARIUS, AFTER THE PRINCES HAD BEEN CAST TO THE WILD BEASTS, THAT IT WAS GOD WHO PRESERVED DANIEL FOR THE LIONS SPARED NONE OF THEM, BUT TORE THEM ALL TO PIECES, AS IF THEY HAD BEEN VERY HUNGRY, AND WANTED FOOD. I SUPPOSE THEREFORE IT WAS NOT THEIR HUNGER, WHICH HAD BEEN A LITTLE BEFORE SATISFIED WITH ABUNDANCE OF FLESH, BUT THE WICKEDNESS OF THESE MEN, THAT PROVOKED THEM [TO DESTROY THE PRINCES]; FOR IF IT SO PLEASE GOD, THAT WICKEDNESS MIGHT, BY EVEN THOSE IRRATIONAL CREATURES, BE ESTEEMED A PLAIN FOUNDATION FOR THEIR PUNISHMENT. 
7. WHEN THEREFORE THOSE THAT HAD INTENDED THUS TO DESTROY DANIEL BY TREACHERY WERE THEMSELVES DESTROYED, KING DARIUS SENT [LETTERS] OVER ALL THE COUNTRY, AND PRAISED THAT GOD WHOM DANIEL WORSHIPPED, AND SAID THAT HE WAS THE ONLY TRUE GOD, AND HAD ALL POWER. HE HAD ALSO DANIEL IN VERY GREAT ESTEEM, AND MADE HIM THE PRINCIPAL OF HIS FRIENDS. NOW WHEN DANIEL WAS BECOME SO ILLUSTRIOUS AND FAMOUS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE OPINION MEN HAD THAT HE WAS BELOVED OF GOD, HE BUILT A TOWER AT ECBATANA, IN MEDIA: IT WAS A MOST ELEGANT BUILDING, AND WONDERFULLY MADE, AND IT IS STILL REMAINING, AND PRESERVED TO THIS DAY; AND TO SUCH AS SEE IT, IT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN LATELY BUILT, AND TO HAVE BEEN NO OLDER THAN THAT VERY DAY WHEN ANY ONE LOOKS UPON IT, IT IS SO FRESH FLOURISHING, AND BEAUTIFUL, AND NO WAY GROWN OLD IN SO LONG TIME; FOR BUILDINGS SUFFER THE SAME AS MEN DO, THEY GROW OLD AS WELL AS THEY, AND BY NUMBERS OF YEARS THEIR STRENGTH IS DISSOLVED, AND THEIR BEAUTY WITHERED. NOW THEY BURY THE KINGS OF MEDIA, OF PERSIA, AND PARTHIA IN THIS TOWER TO THIS DAY, AND HE WHO WAS ENTRUSTED WITH THE CARE OF IT WAS A JEWISH PRIEST; WHICH THING IS ALSO OBSERVED TO THIS DAY. BUT IT IS FIT TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT THIS MAN DID, WHICH IS MOST ADMIRABLE TO HEAR, FOR HE WAS SO HAPPY AS TO HAVE STRANGE REVELATIONS MADE TO HIM, AND THOSE AS TO ONE OF THE GREATEST OF THE PROPHETS, INSOMUCH, THAT WHILE HE WAS ALIVE HE HAD THE ESTEEM AND APPLAUSE BOTH OF THE KINGS AND OF THE MULTITUDE; AND NOW HE IS DEAD, HE RETAINS A REMEMBRANCE THAT WILL NEVER FAIL, FOR THE SEVERAL BOOKS THAT HE WROTE AND LEFT BEHIND HIM ARE STILL READ BY US TILL THIS TIME; AND FROM THEM WE BELIEVE THAT DANIEL CONVERSED WITH GOD; FOR HE DID NOT ONLY PROPHESY OF FUTURE EVENTS, AS DID THE OTHER PROPHETS, BUT HE ALSO DETERMINED THE TIME OF THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENT. AND WHILE PROPHETS USED TO FORETELL MISFORTUNES, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT WERE DISAGREEABLE BOTH TO THE KINGS AND TO THE MULTITUDE, DANIEL WAS TO THEM A PROPHET OF GOOD THINGS, AND THIS TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT BY THE AGREEABLE NATURE OF HIS PREDICTIONS, HE PROCURED THE GOODWILL OF ALL MEN; AND BY THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THEM, HE PROCURED THE BELIEF OF THEIR TRUTH, AND THE OPINION OF [A SORT OF] DIVINITY FOR HIMSELF, AMONG THE MULTITUDE. HE ALSO WROTE AND LEFT BEHIND HIM WHAT MADE MANIFEST THE ACCURACY AND UNDENIABLE VERACITY OF HIS PREDICTIONS; FOR HE SAITH, THAT WHEN HE WAS IN SUSA, THE METROPOLIS OF PERSIA, AND WENT OUT INTO THE FIELD WITH HIS COMPANIONS, THERE WAS, ON THE SUDDEN, A MOTION AND CONCUSSION OF THE EARTH, AND THAT HE WAS LEFT ALONE BY HIMSELF, HIS FRIENDS FLEEING AWAY FROM HIM, AND THAT HE WAS DISTURBED, AND FELL ON HIS FACE, AND ON HIS TWO HANDS, AND THAT A CERTAIN PERSON TOUCHED HIM, AND, AT THE SAME TIME, BID HIM RISE, AND SEE WHAT WOULD BEFALL HIS COUNTRYMEN AFTER MANY GENERATIONS. HE ALSO RELATED, THAT WHEN HE STOOD UP, HE WAS SHOWN A GREAT RAIN, WITH MANY HORNS GROWING OUT OF HIS HEAD, AND THAT THE LAST WAS HIGHER THAN THE REST: THAT AFTER THIS HE LOOKED TO THE WEST, AND SAW A HE-GOAT CARRIED THROUGH THE AIR FROM THAT QUARTER; THAT HE RUSHED UPON THE RAM WITH VIOLENCE, AND SMOTE HIM TWICE WITH HIS HORNS, AND OVERTHREW HIM TO THE GROUND, AND TRAMPLED UPON HIM: THAT AFTERWARD HE SAW A VERY GREAT HORN GROWING OUT OF THE HEAD OF THE HE-GOAT, AND THAT WHEN IT WAS BROKEN OFF, FOUR HORNS GREW UP THAT WERE EXPOSED TO EACH OF THE FOUR WINDS, AND HE WROTE THAT OUT OF THEM AROSE ANOTHER LESSER HORN, WHICH, AS HE SAID, WAXED GREAT; AND THAT GOD SHOWED TO HIM THAT IT SHOULD FIGHT AGAINST HIS NATION, AND TAKE THEIR CITY BY FORCE, AND BRING THE TEMPLE WORSHIP TO CONFUSION, AND FORBID THE SACRIFICES TO BE OFFERED FOR ONE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED AND NINETY-SIX DAYS. DANIEL WROTE THAT HE SAW THESE VISIONS IN THE PLAIN OF SUSA; AND HE HATH INFORMED US THAT GOD INTERPRETED THE APPEARANCE OF THIS VISION AFTER THE FOLLOWING MANNER: HE SAID THAT THE RAM SIGNIFIED THE KINGDOMS OF THE MEDES AND PERSIANS, AND THE HORNS THOSE KINGS THAT WERE TO REIGN IN THEM; AND THAT THE LAST HORN SIGNIFIED THE LAST KING, AND THAT HE SHOULD EXCEED ALL THE KINGS IN RICHES AND GLORY: THAT THE HE-GOAT SIGNIFIED THAT ONE SHOULD COME AND REIGN FROM THE GREEKS, WHO SHOULD TWICE FIGHT WITH THE PERSIAN, AND OVERCOME HIM IN BATTLE, AND SHOULD RECEIVE HIS ENTIRE DOMINION: THAT BY THE GREAT HORN WHICH SPRANG OUT OF THE FOREHEAD OF THE HE-GOAT WAS MEANT THE FIRST KING; AND THAT THE SPRINGING UP OF FOUR HORNS UPON ITS FALLING OFF, AND THE CONVERSION OF EVERY ONE OF THEM TO THE FOUR QUARTERS OF THE EARTH, SIGNIFIED THE SUCCESSORS THAT SHOULD ARISE AFTER THE DEATH OF THE FIRST KING, AND THE PARTITION OF THE KINGDOM AMONG THEM, AND THAT THEY SHOULD BE NEITHER HIS CHILDREN, NOR OF HIS KINDRED, THAT SHOULD REIGN OVER THE HABITABLE EARTH FOR MANY YEARS; AND THAT FROM AMONG THEM THERE SHOULD ARISE A CERTAIN KING THAT SHOULD OVERCOME OUR NATION AND THEIR LAWS, AND SHOULD TAKE AWAY THEIR POLITICAL GOVERNMENT, AND SHOULD SPOIL THE TEMPLE, AND FORBID THE SACRIFICES TO BE OFFERED FOR THREE YEARS' TIME. AND INDEED, IT SO CAME TO PASS, THAT OUR NATION SUFFERED THESE THINGS UNDER ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, ACCORDING TO DANIEL'S VISION, AND WHAT HE WROTE MANY YEARS BEFORE THEY CAME TO PASS. IN THE VERY SAME MANNER DANIEL ALSO WROTE CONCERNING THE ROMAN GOVERNMENT, AND THAT OUR COUNTRY SHOULD BE MADE DESOLATE BY THEM. ALL THESE THINGS DID THIS MAN LEAVE IN WRITING, AS GOD HAD SHOWED THEM TO HIM, INSOMUCH THAT SUCH AS READ HIS PROPHECIES, AND SEE HOW THEY HAVE BEEN FULFILLED, WOULD WONDER AT THE HONOR WHEREWITH GOD HONORED DANIEL; AND MAY THENCE DISCOVER HOW THE EPICUREANS ARE IN AN ERROR, WHO CAST PROVIDENCE OUT OF HUMAN LIFE, AND DO NOT BELIEVE THAT GOD TAKES CARE OF THE AFFAIRS OF THE WORLD, NOR THAT THE UNIVERSE IS GOVERNED AND CONTINUED IN BEING BY THAT BLESSED AND IMMORTAL NATURE, BUT SAY THAT THE WORLD IS CARRIED ALONG OF ITS OWN ACCORD, WITHOUT A RULER AND A CURATOR; WHICH, WERE IT DESTITUTE OF A GUIDE TO CONDUCT IT, AS THEY IMAGINE, IT WOULD BE LIKE SHIPS WITHOUT PILOTS, WHICH WE SEE DROWNED BY THE WINDS, OR LIKE CHARIOTS WITHOUT DRIVERS, WHICH ARE OVERTURNED; SO WOULD THE WORLD BE DASHED TO PIECES BY ITS BEING CARRIED WITHOUT A PROVIDENCE, AND SO PERISH, AND COME TO NAUGHT. SO THAT, BY THE FORE MENTIONED PREDICTIONS OF DANIEL, THOSE MEN SEEM TO ME VERY MUCH TO ERR FROM THE TRUTH, WHO DETERMINE THAT GOD EXERCISES NO PROVIDENCE OVER HUMAN AFFAIRS; FOR IF THAT WERE THE CASE, THAT THE WORLD WENT ON BY MECHANICAL NECESSITY, WE SHOULD NOT SEE THAT ALL THINGS WOULD COME TO PASS ACCORDING TO HIS PROPHECY. NOW AS TO MYSELF, I HAVE SO DESCRIBED THESE MATTERS AS I HAVE FOUND THEM AND READ THEM; BUT IF ANY ONE IS INCLINED TO ANOTHER OPINION ABOUT THEM, LET HIM ENJOY HIS DIFFERENT SENTIMENTS WITHOUT ANY BLAME FROM ME.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK XI
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY-THREE YEARS AND FIVE MONTHS FROM THE FIRST OF CYRUS TO THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT
CHAPTER 1. HOW CYRUS, KING OF THE PERSIANS, DELIVERED THE JEWS OUT OF BABYLON AND SUFFERED THEM TO RETURN TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY AND TO BUILD THEIR TEMPLE, FOR WHICH WORK HE GAVE THEM MONEY. 
1. IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF CYRUS WHICH WAS THE SEVENTIETH FROM THE DAY THAT OUR PEOPLE WERE REMOVED OUT OF THEIR OWN LAND INTO BABYLON, GOD COMMISERATED THE CAPTIVITY AND CALAMITY OF THESE POOR PEOPLE, ACCORDING AS HE HAD FORETOLD TO THEM BY JEREMIAH THE PROPHET, BEFORE THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CITY, THAT AFTER THEY HAD SERVED NEBUCHADNEZZAR AND HIS POSTERITY, AND AFTER THEY HAD UNDERGONE THAT SERVITUDE SEVENTY YEARS, HE WOULD RESTORE THEM AGAIN TO THE LAND OF THEIR FATHERS, AND THEY SHOULD BUILD THEIR TEMPLE, AND ENJOY THEIR ANCIENT PROSPERITY. AND THESE THINGS GOD DID AFFORD THEM; FOR HE STIRRED UP THE MIND OF CYRUS, AND MADE HIM WRITE THIS THROUGHOUT ALL ASIA: "THUS SAITH CYRUS THE KING: SINCE GOD ALMIGHTY HATH APPOINTED ME TO BE KING OF THE HABITABLE EARTH, I BELIEVE THAT HE IS THAT GOD WHICH THE NATION OF THE ISRAELITES WORSHIP; FOR INDEED HE FORETOLD MY NAME BY THE PROPHETS, AND THAT I SHOULD BUILD HIM A HOUSE AT JERUSALEM, IN THE COUNTRY OF JUDEA." 
2. THIS WAS KNOWN TO CYRUS BY HIS READING THE BOOK WHICH ISAIAH LEFT BEHIND HIM OF HIS PROPHECIES; FOR THIS PROPHET SAID THAT GOD HAD SPOKEN THUS TO HIM IN A SECRET VISION: "MY WILL IS, THAT CYRUS, WHOM I HAVE APPOINTED TO BE KING OVER MANY AND GREAT NATIONS, SEND BACK MY PEOPLE TO THEIR OWN LAND, AND BUILD MY TEMPLE." THIS WAS FORETOLD BY ISAIAH ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY YEARS BEFORE THE TEMPLE WAS DEMOLISHED. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN CYRUS READ THIS, AND ADMIRED THE DIVINE POWER, AN EARNEST DESIRE AND AMBITION SEIZED UPON HIM TO FULFILL WHAT WAS SO WRITTEN; SO, HE CALLED FOR THE MOST EMINENT JEWS THAT WERE IN BABYLON, AND SAID TO THEM, THAT HE GAVE THEM LEAVE TO GO BACK TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY, AND TO REBUILD THEIR CITY JERUSALEM, AND THE TEMPLE OF GOD, FOR THAT HE WOULD BE THEIR ASSISTANT, AND THAT HE WOULD WRITE TO THE RULERS AND GOVERNORS THAT WERE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF THEIR COUNTRY OF JUDEA, THAT THEY SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TO THEM GOLD AND SILVER FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, AND BESIDES THAT, BEASTS FOR THEIR SACRIFICES. 
3. WHEN CYRUS HAD SAID THIS TO THE ISRAELITES, THE RULERS OF THE TWO TRIBES OF JUDAH AND BENJAMIN, WITH THE LEVITES AND PRIESTS, WENT IN HASTE TO JERUSALEM; YET DID MANY OF THEM STAY AT BABYLON, AS NOT WILLING TO LEAVE THEIR POSSESSIONS; AND WHEN THEY WERE COME THITHER, ALL THE KING'S FRIENDS ASSISTED THEM, AND BROUGHT IN, FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, SOME GOLD, AND SOME SILVER, AND SOME A GREAT MANY CATTLE AND HORSES. SO, THEY PERFORMED THEIR VOWS TO GOD, AND OFFERED THE SACRIFICES THAT HAD BEEN ACCUSTOMED OF OLD TIME; I MEAN THIS UPON THE REBUILDING OF THEIR CITY, AND THE REVIVAL OF THE ANCIENT PRACTICES RELATING TO THEIR WORSHIP. CYRUS ALSO SENT BACK TO THEM THE VESSELS OF GOD WHICH KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR HAD PILLAGED OUT OF THE TEMPLE, AND HAD CARRIED TO BABYLON. SO, HE COMMITTED THESE THINGS TO MITHRIDATES, THE TREASURER, TO BE SENT AWAY, WITH AN ORDER TO GIVE THEM TO SANABASSAR, THAT HE MIGHT KEEP THEM TILL THE TEMPLE WAS BUILT; AND WHEN IT WAS FINISHED, HE MIGHT DELIVER THEM TO THE PRIESTS AND RULERS OF THE MULTITUDE, IN ORDER TO THEIR BEING RESTORED TO THE TEMPLE. CYRUS ALSO SENT AN EPISTLE TO THE GOVERNORS THAT WERE IN SYRIA, THE CONTENTS WHEREOF HERE FOLLOW: 
"KING CYRUS TO SISINNES AND SATHRABUZANES SENDETH GREETING. 
"I HAVE GIVEN LEAVE TO AS MANY OF THE JEWS THAT DWELL IN MY COUNTRY AS PLEASE TO RETURN TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY, AND TO REBUILD THEIR CITY, AND TO BUILD THE TEMPLE OF GOD AT JERUSALEM ON THE SAME PLACE WHERE IT WAS BEFORE. I HAVE ALSO SENT MY TREASURER MITHRIDATES, AND ZOROBABEL, THE GOVERNOR OF THE JEWS, THAT THEY MAY LAY THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE TEMPLE, AND MAY BUILD IT SIXTY CUBITS HIGH, AND OF THE SAME LATITUDE, MAKING THREE EDIFICES OF POLISHED STONES, AND ONE, OF THE WOOD OF THE COUNTRY, AND THE SAME ORDER EXTENDS TO THE ALTAR WHEREON THEY OFFER SACRIFICES TO GOD. I REQUIRE ALSO THAT THE EXPENSES FOR THESE THINGS MAY BE GIVEN OUT OF MY REVENUES. MOREOVER, I HAVE ALSO SENT THE VESSELS WHICH KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR PILLAGED OUT OF THE TEMPLE, AND HAVE GIVEN THEM TO MITHRIDATES THE TREASURER, AND TO ZOROBABEL THE GOVERNOR OF THE JEWS, THAT THEY MAY HAVE THEM CARRIED TO JERUSALEM, AND MAY RESTORE THEM TO THE TEMPLE OF GOD. NOW THEIR NUMBER IS AS FOLLOWS: FIFTY CHARGERS OF GOLD, AND FIVE HUNDRED OF SILVER; FORTY THEIR CLEAN CUPS OF GOLD, AND FIVE HUNDRED OF SILVER; FIFTY BASONS OF GOLD, AND FIVE HUNDRED OF SILVER; THIRTY VESSELS FOR POURING [THE DRINK OFFERINGS], AND THREE HUNDRED OF SILVER; THIRTY VIALS OF GOLD, AND TWO THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED OF SILVER; WITH A THOUSAND OTHER LARGE VESSELS. I PERMIT THEM TO HAVE THE SAME HONOR WHICH THEY WERE USED TO HAVE FROM THEIR FOREFATHERS, AS ALSO FOR THEIR SMALL CATTLE, AND FOR WINE AND OIL, TWO HUNDRED AND FIVE THOUSAND AND FIVE HUNDRED DRACHME; AND FOR WHEAT FLOUR, TWENTY THOUSAND AND FIVE HUNDRED ARTABAE; AND I GIVE ORDER THAT THESE EXPENSES SHALL BE GIVEN THEM OUT OF THE TRIBUTES DUE FROM SAMARIA. THE PRIESTS SHALL ALSO OFFER THESE SACRIFICES ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF MOSES IN JERUSALEM; AND WHEN THEY OFFER THEM, THEY SHALL PRAY TO GOD FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE KING AND OF HIS FAMILY, THAT THE KINGDOM OF PERSIA MAY CONTINUE. BUT MY WILL IS, THAT THOSE WHO DISOBEY THESE INJUNCTIONS, AND MAKE THEM VOID, SHALL BE HUNG UPON A CROSS, AND THEIR SUBSTANCE BROUGHT INTO THE KING'S TREASURY." AND SUCH WAS THE IMPORT OF THIS EPISTLE. NOW THE NUMBER OF THOSE THAT CAME OUT OF CAPTIVITY TO JERUSALEM, WERE FORTY-TWO THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED AND SIXTY-TWO.
CHAPTER 2. HOW UPON THE DEATH OF CYRUS THE JEWS WERE HINDERED IN BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE BY THE CUTHEANS, AND THE NEIGHBORING GOVERNORS; AND HOW CAMBYSES ENTIRELY FORBADE THE JEWS TO DO ANY SUCH THING. 
1. WHEN THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE TEMPLE WERE LAYING, AND WHEN THE JEWS WERE VERY ZEALOUS ABOUT BUILDING IT, THE NEIGHBORING NATIONS, AND ESPECIALLY THE CUTHEANS, WHOM SHALMANEZER, KING OF ASSYRIA, HAD BROUGHT OUT OF PERSIA AND MEDIA, AND HAD PLANTED IN SAMARIA, WHEN HE CARRIED THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL CAPTIVES, BESOUGHT THE GOVERNORS, AND THOSE THAT HAD THE CARE OF SUCH AFFAIRS, THAT THEY WOULD INTERRUPT THE JEWS, BOTH IN THE REBUILDING OF THEIR CITY, AND IN THE BUILDING OF THEIR TEMPLE. NOW AS THESE MEN WERE CORRUPTED BY THEM WITH MONEY, THEY SOLD THE CUTHEANS THEIR INTEREST FOR RENDERING THIS BUILDING A SLOW AND A CARELESS WORK, FOR CYRUS, WHO WAS BUSY ABOUT OTHER WARS, KNEW NOTHING OF ALL THIS; AND IT SO HAPPENED, THAT WHEN HE HAD LED HIS ARMY AGAINST THE MASSAGETAE, HE ENDED HIS LIFE. BUT WHEN CAMBYSES, THE SON OF CYRUS, HAD TAKEN THE KINGDOM, THE GOVERNORS IN SYRIA, AND PHOENICIA, AND IN THE COUNTRIES OF AMLNON, AND MOAB, AND SAMARIA, WROTE AN EPISTLE TO CALNBYSES; WHOSE CONTENTS WERE AS FOLLOW: "TO OUR LORD CAMBYSES. WE THY SERVANTS, RATHUMUS THE HISTORIOGRAPHER, AND SEMELLIUS THE SCRIBE, AND THE REST THAT ARE THY JUDGES IN SYRIA AND PHOENICIA, SEND GREETING. IT IS FIT, O KING, THAT THOU SHOULDST KNOW THAT THOSE JEWS WHICH WERE CARRIED TO BABYLON ARE COME INTO OUR COUNTRY, AND ARE BUILDING THAT REBELLIOUS AND WICKED CITY, AND ITS MARKET-PLACES, AND SETTING UP ITS WALLS, AND RAISING UP THE TEMPLE; KNOW THEREFORE, THAT WHEN THESE THINGS ARE FINISHED, THEY WILL NOT BE WILLING TO PAY TRIBUTE, NOR WILL THEY SUBMIT TO THY COMMANDS, BUT WILL RESIST KINGS, AND WILL CHOOSE RATHER TO RULE OVER OTHERS THAN BE RULED OVER THEMSELVES. WE THEREFORE THOUGHT IT PROPER TO WRITE TO THEE, O KING, WHILE THE WORKS ABOUT THE TEMPLE ARE GOING ON SO FAST, AND NOT TO OVERLOOK THIS MATTER, THAT THOU MAYST SEARCH INTO THE BOOKS OF THY FATHERS, FOR THOU WILT FIND IN THEM THAT THE JEWS HAVE BEEN REBELS, AND ENEMIES TO KINGS, AS HATH THEIR CITY BEEN ALSO, WHICH, FOR THAT REASON, HATH BEEN TILL NOW LAID WASTE. WE THOUGHT PROPER ALSO TO INFORM THEE OF THIS MATTER, BECAUSE THOU MAYST OTHERWISE PERHAPS BE IGNORANT OF IT, THAT IF THIS CITY BE ONCE INHABITED AND BE ENTIRELY ENCOMPASSED WITH WALLS, THOU WILT BE EXCLUDED FROM THY PASSAGE TO CELESYRIA AND PHOENICIA." 
2. WHEN CAMBYSES HAD READ THE EPISTLE, BEING NATURALLY WICKED, HE WAS IRRITATED AT WHAT THEY TOLD HIM, AND WROTE BACK TO THEM AS FOLLOWS: "CAMBYSES THE KING, TO RATHUMUS THE HISTORIOGRAPHER, TO BEELTETHMUS, TO SEMELLIUS THE SCRIBE, AND THE REST THAT ARE IN COMMISSION, AND DWELLING IN SAMARIA AND PHOENICIA, AFTER THIS MANNER: I HAVE READ THE EPISTLE THAT WAS SENT FROM YOU; AND I GAVE ORDER THAT THE BOOKS OF MY FOREFATHERS SHOULD BE SEARCHED INTO, AND IT IS THERE FOUND THAT THIS CITY HATH ALWAYS BEEN AN ENEMY TO KINGS, AND ITS INHABITANTS HAVE RAISED SEDITIONS AND WARS. WE ALSO ARE SENSIBLE THAT THEIR KINGS HAVE BEEN POWERFUL AND TYRANNICAL, AND HAVE EXACTED TRIBUTE OF CELESYRIA AND PHOENICIA. WHEREFORE I GAVE ORDER, THAT THE JEWS SHALL NOT BE PERMITTED TO BUILD THAT CITY, LEST SUCH MISCHIEF AS THEY USED TO BRING UPON KINGS BE GREATLY AUGMENTED." WHEN THIS EPISTLE WAS READ, RATHUMUS, AND SEMELLIUS THE SCRIBE, AND THEIR ASSOCIATES, GOT SUDDENLY ON HORSEBACK, AND MADE HASTE TO JERUSALEM; THEY ALSO BROUGHT A GREAT COMPANY WITH THEM, AND FORBADE THE JEWS TO BUILD THE CITY AND THE TEMPLE. ACCORDINGLY, THESE WORKS WERE HINDERED FROM GOING ON TILL THE SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF DARIUS, FOR NINE YEARS MORE; FOR CAMBYSES REIGNED SIX YEARS, AND WITHIN THAT TIME OVERTHREW EGYPT, AND WHEN HE WAS COME BACK, HE DIED AT DAMASCUS.
CHAPTER 3. HOW AFTER THE DEATH OF CAMBYSES AND THE SLAUGHTER OF THE MAGI BUT UNDER THE REIGN OF DARIUS, ZOROBABEL WAS SUPERIOR TO THE REST IN THE SOLUTION OF PROBLEMS AND THEREBY OBTAINED THIS FAVOR OF THE KING, THAT THE TEMPLE SHOULD BE BUILT. 
1. AFTER THE SLAUGHTER OF FILE MAGI, WHO, UPON THE DEATH OF CAMBYSES, ATTAINED THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PERSIANS FOR A YEAR, THOSE FAMILIES WHICH WERE CALLED THE SEVEN FAMILIES OF THE PERSIANS APPOINTED DARIUS, THE SON OF HYSTASPES, TO BE THEIR KING. NOW HE, WHILE HE WAS A PRIVATE MAN, HAD MADE A VOW TO GOD, THAT IF HE CAME TO BE KING, HE WOULD SEND ALL THE VESSELS OF GOD THAT WERE IN BABYLON TO THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM. NOW IT SO FELL OUT, THAT ABOUT THIS TIME ZOROBABEL, WHO HAD BEEN MADE GOVERNOR OF THE JEWS THAT HAD BEEN IN CAPTIVITY, CAME TO DARIUS, FROM JERUSALEM; FOR THERE HAD BEEN AN OLD FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN HIM AND THE KING. HE WAS ALSO, WITH TWO OTHERS, THOUGHT WORTHY TO BE GUARD OF THE KING'S BODY; AND OBTAINED THAT HONOR WHICH HE HOPED FOR. 
2. NOW, IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE KING'S REIGN, DARIUS FEASTED THOSE THAT WERE ABOUT HIM, AND THOSE BORN IN HIS HOUSE, WITH THE RULERS OF THE MEDES, AND PRINCES OF THE PERSIANS, AND THE TOPARCHS OF INDIA AND ETHIOPIA, AND THE GENERALS OF THE ARMIES OF HIS HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SEVEN PROVINCES. BUT WHEN THEY HAD EATEN AND DRUNK TO SATIETY, AND ABUNDANTLY, THEY EVERY ONE DEPARTED TO GO TO BED AT THEIR OWN HOUSES, AND DARIUS THE KING WENT TO BED; BUT AFTER HE HAD RESTED A LITTLE PART OF THE NIGHT, HE AWAKED, AND NOT BEING ABLE TO SLEEP ANY MORE, HE FELL INTO CONVERSATION WITH THE THREE GUARDS OF HIS BODY, AND PROMISED, THAT TO HIM WHO SHOULD MAKE AN ORATION ABOUT POINTS THAT HE SHOULD INQUIRE OF, SUCH AS SHOULD BE MOST AGREEABLE TO TRUTH, AND TO THE DICTATES OF WISDOM, HE WOULD GRANT IT AS A REWARD OF HIS VICTORY, TO PUT ON A PURPLE GARMENT, AND TO DRINK IN CUPS OF GOLD, AND TO SLEEP UPON GOLD, AND TO HAVE A CHARIOT WITH BRIDLES OF GOLD, AND A HEAD TIRE OF FINE LINEN, AND A CHAIN OF GOLD ABOUT HIS NECK, AND TO SIT NEXT TO HIMSELF, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS WISDOM; "AND," SAYS HE, "HE SHALL BE CALLED MY COUSIN." NOW WHEN HE HAD PROMISED TO GIVE THEM THESE GIFTS, HE ASKED THE FIRST OF THEM, "WHETHER WINE WAS NOT THE STRONGEST?"--THE SECOND, "WHETHER KINGS WERE NOT SUCH?" - AND THE THIRD, "WHETHER WOMEN WERE NOT SUCH? OR WHETHER TRUTH WAS NOT THE STRONGEST OF ALL?" WHEN HE HAD PROPOSED THAT THEY SHOULD MAKE THEIR INQUIRIES ABOUT THESE PROBLEMS, HE WENT TO REST; BUT IN THE MORNING HE SENT FOR HIS GREAT MEN, HIS PRINCES, AND TOPARCHS OF PERSIA AND MEDIA, AND SET HIMSELF DOWN IN THE PLACE WHERE HE USED TO GIVE AUDIENCE, AND BID EACH OF THE GUARDS OF HIS BODY TO DECLARE WHAT THEY THOUGHT PROPER CONCERNING THE PROPOSED QUESTIONS, IN THE HEARING OF THEM ALL. 
3. ACCORDINGLY, THE FIRST OF THEM BEGAN TO SPEAK OF THE STRENGTH OF WINE, AND DEMONSTRATED IT THUS: "WHEN," SAID HE," I AM TO GIVE MY OPINION OF WINE, O YOU MEN, I FIND THAT IT EXCEEDS EVERY THING, BY THE FOLLOWING INDICATIONS: IT DECEIVES THE MIND OF THOSE THAT DRINK IT, AND REDUCES THAT OF THE KING TO THE SAME STATE WITH THAT OF THE ORPHAN, AND HE WHO STANDS IN NEED OF A TUTOR; AND ERECTS THAT OF THE SLAVE TO THE BOLDNESS OF HIM THAT IS FREE; AND THAT OF THE NEEDY BECOMES LIKE THAT OF THE RICH MAN, FOR IT CHANGES AND RENEWS THE SOULS OF MEN WHEN IT GETS INTO THEM; AND IT QUENCHES THE SORROW OF THOSE THAT ARE UNDER CALAMITIES, AND MAKES MEN FORGET THE DEBTS THEY OWE TO OTHERS, AND MAKES THEM THINK THEMSELVES TO BE OF ALL MEN THE RICHEST; IT MAKES THEM TALK OF NO SMALL THINGS, BUT OF TALENTS, AND SUCH OTHER NAMES AS BECOME WEALTHY MEN ONLY; NAY MORE, IT MAKES THEM INSENSIBLE OF THEIR COMMANDERS, AND OF THEIR KINGS, AND TAKES AWAY THE REMEMBRANCE OF THEIR FRIENDS AND COMPANIONS, FOR IT ARMS MEN EVEN AGAINST THOSE THAT ARE DEAREST TO THEM, AND MAKES THEM APPEAR THE GREATEST STRANGERS TO THEM; AND WHEN THEY ARE BECOME SOBER, AND THEY HAVE SLEPT OUT THEIR WINE IN THE NIGHT, THEY ARISE WITHOUT KNOWING ANY THING THEY HAVE DONE IN THEIR CUPS. I TAKE THESE FOR SIGNS OF POWER, AND BY THEM DISCOVER THAT WINE IS THE STRONGEST AND MOST INSUPERABLE OF ALL THINGS." 
4. AS SOON AS THE FIRST HAD GIVEN THE FORE MENTIONED DEMONSTRATIONS OF THE STRENGTH OF WINE, HE LEFT OFF; AND THE NEXT TO HIM BEGAN TO SPEAK ABOUT THE STRENGTH OF A KING, AND DEMONSTRATED THAT IT WAS THE STRONGEST OF ALL, AND MORE POWERFUL THAN ANY THING ELSE THAT APPEARS TO HAVE ANY FORCE OR WISDOM. HE BEGAN HIS DEMONSTRATION AFTER THE FOLLOWING MANNER; AND SAID," THEY ARE MEN WHO GOVERN ALL THINGS; THEY FORCE THE EARTH AND THE SEA TO BECOME PROFITABLE TO THEM IN WHAT THEY DESIRE, AND OVER THESE MEN DO KINGS RULE, AND OVER THEM THEY HAVE AUTHORITY. NOW THOSE WHO RULE OVER THAT ANIMAL WHICH IS OF ALL THE STRONGEST AND MOST POWERFUL, MUST NEEDS DESERVE TO BE ESTEEMED INSUPERABLE IN POWER AND FORCE. FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN THESE KINGS COMMAND THEIR SUBJECTS TO MAKE WARS, AND UNDERGO DANGERS, THEY ARE HEARKENED TO; AND WHEN THEY SEND THEM AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES, THEIR POWER IS SO GREAT THAT THEY ARE OBEYED. THEY COMMAND MEN TO LEVEL MOUNTAINS, AND TO PULL DOWN WALLS AND TOWERS; NAY, WHEN THEY ARE COMMANDED TO BE KILLED AND TO KILL, THEY SUBMIT TO IT, THAT THEY MAY NOT APPEAR TO TRANSGRESS THE KING'S COMMANDS; AND WHEN THEY HAVE CONQUERED, THEY BRING WHAT THEY HAVE GAINED IN THE WAR TO THE KING. THOSE ALSO WHO ARE NOT SOLDIERS, BUT CULTIVATE THE GROUND, AND PLOUGH IT, AND WHEN, AFTER THEY HAVE ENDURED THE LABOR AND ALL THE INCONVENIENCES OF SUCH WORKS OF HUSBANDRY, THEY HAVE REAPED AND GATHERED IN THEIR FRUITS, THEY BRING TRIBUTES TO THE KING; AND WHATSOEVER IT IS WHICH THE KING SAYS OR COMMANDS, IT IS DONE OF NECESSITY, AND THAT WITHOUT ANY DELAY, WHILE HE IN THE MEAN TIME IS SATIATED WITH ALL SORTS OF FOOD AND PLEASURES, AND SLEEPS IN QUIET. HE IS GUARDED BY SUCH AS WATCH, AND SUCH AS ARE, AS IT WERE, FIXED DOWN TO THE PLACE THROUGH FEAR; FOR NO ONE DARES LEAVE HIM, EVEN WHEN HE IS ASLEEP, NOR DOES ANY ONE GO AWAY AND TAKE CARE OF HIS OWN AFFAIRS; BUT HE ESTEEMS THIS ONE THING THE ONLY WORK OF NECESSITY, TO GUARD THE KING, AND ACCORDINGLY TO THIS HE WHOLLY ADDICTS HIMSELF. HOW THEN CAN IT BE OTHERWISE, BUT THAT IT MUST APPEAR THAT THE KING EXCEEDS ALL IN STRENGTH, WHILE SO GREAT A MULTITUDE OBEYS HIS INJUNCTIONS?" 
5. NOW WHEN THIS MAN HAD HELD HIS PEACE, THE THIRD OF THEM, WHO WAS ZOROBABEL, BEGAN TO INSTRUCT THEM ABOUT WOMEN, AND ABOUT TRUTH, WHO SAID THUS: "WINE IS STRONG, AS IS THE KING ALSO, WHOM ALL MEN OBEY, BUT WOMEN ARE SUPERIOR TO THEM IN POWER; FOR IT WAS A WOMAN THAT BROUGHT THE KING INTO THE WORLD; AND FOR THOSE THAT PLANT THE VINES AND MAKE THE WINE, THEY ARE WOMEN WHO BEAR THEM, AND BRING THEM UP: NOR INDEED IS THERE ANY THING WHICH WE DO NOT RECEIVE FROM THEM; FOR THESE WOMEN WEAVE GARMENTS FOR US, AND OUR HOUSEHOLD AFFAIRS ARE BY THEIR MEANS TAKEN CARE OF, AND PRESERVED IN SAFETY; NOR CAN WE LIVE SEPARATE FROM WOMEN. AND WHEN WE HAVE GOTTEN A GREAT DEAL OF GOLD AND SILVER, AND ANY OTHER THING THAT IS OF GREAT VALUE, AND DESERVING REGARD, AND SEE A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN, WE LEAVE ALL THESE THINGS, AND WITH OPEN MOUTH FIX OUR EYES UPON HER COUNTENANCE, AND ARE WILLING TO FORSAKE WHAT WE HAVE, THAT WE MAY ENJOY HER BEAUTY, AND PROCURE IT TO OURSELVES. WE ALSO LEAVE FATHER, AND MOTHER, AND THE EARTH THAT NOURISHES US, AND FREQUENTLY FORGET OUR DEAREST FRIENDS, FOR THE SAKE OF WOMEN; NAY, WE ARE SO HARDY AS TO LAY DOWN OUR LIVES FOR THEM. BUT WHAT WILL CHIEFLY MAKE YOU TAKE NOTICE OF THE STRENGTH OF WOMEN IS THIS THAT FOLLOWS: DO NOT WE TAKE PAINS, AND ENDURE A GREAT DEAL OF TROUBLE, AND THAT BOTH BY LAND AND SEA, AND WHEN WE HAVE PROCURED SOMEWHAT AS THE FRUIT OF OUR LABORS, DO NOT WE BRING THEM TO THE WOMEN, AS TO OUR MISTRESSES, AND BESTOW THEM UPON THEM? NAY, I ONCE SAW THE KING, WHO IS LORD OF SO MANY PEOPLE, SMITTEN ON THE FACE BY APAME, THE DAUGHTER OF RABSASES THEMASIUS, HIS CONCUBINE, AND HIS DIADEM TAKEN AWAY FROM HIM, AND PUT UPON HER OWN HEAD, WHILE HE BORE IT PATIENTLY; AND WHEN SHE SMILED, HE SMILED, AND WHEN SHE WAS ANGRY HE WAS SAD; AND ACCORDING TO THE CHANGE OF HER PASSIONS, HE FLATTERED HIS WIFE, AND DREW HER TO RECONCILIATION BY THE GREAT HUMILIATION OF HIMSELF TO HER, IF AT MY TIME HE SAW HER DISPLEASED AT HIM." 
6. AND WHEN THE PRINCES AND RULERS LOOKED ONE UPON ANOTHER, HE BEGAN TO SPEAK ABOUT TRUTH; AND HE SAID, "I HAVE ALREADY DEMONSTRATED HOW POWERFUL WOMEN ARE; BUT BOTH THESE WOMEN THEMSELVES, AND THE KING HIMSELF, ARE WEAKER THAN TRUTH; FOR ALTHOUGH THE EARTH BE LARGE, AND THE HEAVEN HIGH, AND THE COURSE OF THE SUN SWIFT, YET ARE ALL THESE MOVED ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD, WHO IS TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS, FOR WHICH CAUSE WE ALSO OUGHT TO ESTEEM TRUTH TO BE THE STRONGEST OF ALL THINGS, AND THAT WHAT IS UNRIGHTEOUS IS OF NO FORCE AGAINST IT. MOREOVER, ALL THINGS ELSE THAT HAVE ANY STRENGTH ARE MORTAL AND SHORT-LIVED, BUT TRUTH IS A THING THAT IS IMMORTAL AND ETERNAL. IT AFFORDS US NOT INDEED SUCH A BEAUTY AS WILL WITHER AWAY BY TIME, NOR SUCH RICHES AS MAY BE TAKEN AWAY BY FORTUNE, BUT RIGHTEOUS RULES AND LAWS. IT DISTINGUISHES THEM FROM INJUSTICE, AND PUTS WHAT IS UNRIGHTEOUS TO REBUKE." 
7. SO WHEN ZOROBABEL HAD LEFT OFF HIS DISCOURSE ABOUT TRUTH, AND THE MULTITUDE HAD CRIED OUT ALOUD THAT HE HAD SPOKEN THE MOST WISELY, AND THAT IT WAS TRUTH ALONE THAT HAD IMMUTABLE STRENGTH, AND SUCH AS NEVER WOULD WAX OLD, THE KING COMMANDED THAT HE SHOULD ASK FOR SOMEWHAT OVER AND ABOVE WHAT HE HAD PROMISED, FOR THAT HE WOULD GIVE IT HIM BECAUSE OF HIS WISDOM, AND THAT PRUDENCE WHEREIN HE EXCEEDED THE REST; "AND THOU SHALT SIT WITH ME," SAID THE KING, "AND SHALT BE CALLED MY COUSIN." WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, ZOROBABEL PUT HIM IN MIND OF THE VOW HE HAD MADE IN CASE HE SHOULD EVER HAVE THE KINGDOM. NOW THIS VOW WAS, "TO REBUILD JERUSALEM, AND TO BUILD THEREIN THE TEMPLE OF GOD; AS ALSO TO RESTORE THE VESSELS WHICH NEBUCHADNEZZAR HAD PILLAGED, AND CARRIED TO BABYLON. AND THIS," SAID HE, "IS THAT REQUEST WHICH THOU NOW PERMITTEST ME TO MAKE, ON ACCOUNT THAT I HAVE BEEN JUDGED TO BE WISE AND UNDERSTANDING." 
8. SO THE KING WAS PLEASED WITH WHAT HE HAD SAID, AND AROSE AND KISSED HIM; AND WROTE TO THE TOPARCHS AND GOVERNORS, AND ENJOINED THEM TO CONDUCT ZOROBABEL AND THOSE THAT WERE GOING WITH HIM TO BUILD THE TEMPLE. HE ALSO SENT LETTERS TO THOSE RULERS THAT WERE IN SYRIA AND PHOENICIA TO CUT DOWN AND CARRY CEDAR TREES FROM LEBANON TO JERUSALEM, AND TO ASSIST HIM IN BUILDING THE CITY. HE ALSO WROTE TO THEM, THAT ALL THE CAPTIVES WHO SHOULD GO TO JUDEA SHOULD BE FREE; AND HE PROHIBITED HIS DEPUTIES AND GOVERNORS TO LAY ANY KING'S TAXES UPON THE JEWS; HE ALSO PERMITTED THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE ALL THAT LAND WHICH THEY COULD POSSESS THEMSELVES OF WITHOUT TRIBUTES. HE ALSO ENJOINED THE IDUMEANS AND SAMARITANS, AND THE INHABITANTS OF CELESYRIA, TO RESTORE THOSE VILLAGES WHICH THEY HAD TAKEN FROM THE JEWS; AND THAT, BESIDES ALL THIS, FIFTY TALENTS SHOULD BE GIVEN THEM FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE. HE ALSO PERMITTED THEM TO OFFER THEIR APPOINTED SACRIFICES, AND THAT WHATSOEVER THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE PRIESTS WANTED, AND THOSE SACRED GARMENTS WHEREIN THEY USED TO WORSHIP GOD, SHOULD BE MADE AT HIS OWN CHARGES; .AND THAT THE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS WHICH THE LEVITES USED IN SINGING HYMNS TO GOD SHOULD BE GIVEN THEM. MOREOVER, HE CHARGED THEM, THAT PORTIONS OF LAND SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THOSE THAT GUARDED THE CITY AND THE TEMPLE, AS ALSO A DETERMINATE SUM OF MONEY EVERY YEAR FOR THEIR MAINTENANCE; AND WITHAL HE SENT THE VESSELS. AND ALL THAT CYRUS INTENDED TO DO BEFORE HIM RELATING TO THE RESTORATION OF JERUSALEM, DARIUS ALSO ORDAINED SHOULD BE DONE ACCORDINGLY. 
9. NOW WHEN ZOROBABEL HAD OBTAINED THESE GRANTS FROM THE KING, HE WENT OUT OF THE PALACE, AND LOOKING UP TO HEAVEN, HE BEGAN TO RETURN THANKS TO GOD FOR THE WISDOM HE HAD GIVEN HIM, AND THE VICTORY HE HAD GAINED THEREBY, EVEN IN THE PRESENCE OF DARIUS HIMSELF; FOR, SAID HE, "I HAD NOT BEEN THOUGHT WORTHY OF THESE ADVANTAGES, O LORD, UNLESS THOU HADST BEEN FAVORABLE TO ME." WHEN THEREFORE HE HAD RETURNED THESE THANKS TO GOD FOR THE PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES HE WAS IN, AND HAD PRAYED TO HIM TO AFFORD HIM THE LIKE FAVOR FOR THE TIME TO COME, HE CAME TO BABYLON, AND BROUGHT THE GOOD NEWS TO HIS COUNTRYMEN OF WHAT GRANTS HE HAD PROCURED FOR THEM FROM THE KING; WHO, WHEN THEY HEARD THE SAME, GAVE THANKS ALSO TO GOD THAT HE RESTORED THE LAND OF THEIR FOREFATHERS TO THEM AGAIN. SO THEY BETOOK THEMSELVES TO DRINKING AND EATING, AND FOR SEVEN DAYS THEY CONTINUED FEASTING, AND KEPT A FESTIVAL, FOR THE REBUILDING AND RESTORATION OF THEIR COUNTRY: AFTER THIS THEY CHOSE THEMSELVES RULERS, WHO SHOULD GO UP TO JERUSALEM, OUT OF THE TRIBES OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, WITH THEIR WIVES, AND CHILDREN, AND CATTLE, WHO TRAVELED TO JERUSALEM WITH JOY AND PLEASURE, UNDER THE CONDUCT OF THOSE WHOM DARIUS SENT ALONG WITH THEM, AND MAKING A NOISE WITH SONGS, AND PIPES, AND CYMBALS. THE REST OF THE JEWISH MULTITUDE ALSO BESIDES ACCOMPANIED THEM WITH REJOICING. 
10. AND THUS DID THESE MEN GO, A CERTAIN AND DETERMINATE NUMBER OUT OF EVERY FAMILY, THOUGH I DO NOT THINK IT PROPER TO RECITE PARTICULARLY THE NAMES OF THOSE FAMILIES, THAT I MAY NOT TAKE OFF THE MIND OF MY READERS FROM THE CONNEXION OF THE HISTORICAL FACTS, AND MAKE IT HARD FOR THEM TO FOLLOW THE COHERENCE OF MY NARRATIONS; BUT THE SUM OF THOSE THAT WENT UP, ABOVE THE AGE OF TWELVE YEARS, OF THE TRIBES OF JUDAH AND BENJAMIN, WAS FOUR HUNDRED AND SIXTY-TWO MYRIADS AND EIGHT THOUSAND THE LEVITES WERE SEVENTY-FOUR; THE NUMBER OF THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN MIXED TOGETHER WAS FORTY THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND FORTY-TWO; AND BESIDES THESE, THERE WERE SINGERS OF THE LEVITES ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHT, AND PORTERS ONE HUNDRED AND TEN, AND OF THE SACRED MINISTERS THREE HUNDRED AND NINETY-TWO; THERE WERE ALSO OTHERS BESIDES THESE, WHO SAID THEY WERE OF THE ISRAELITES, BUT WERE NOT ABLE TO SHOW THEIR GENEALOGIES, SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY-TWO: SOME THERE WERE ALSO WHO WERE EXPELLED OUT OF THE NUMBER AND HONOR OF THE PRIESTS, AS HAVING MARRIED WIVES WHOSE GENEALOGIES THEY COULD NOT PRODUCE, NOR WERE THEY FOUND IN THE GENEALOGIES OF THE LEVITES AND PRIESTS; THEY WERE ABOUT FIVE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIVE: THE MULTITUDE ALSO OF SERVANTS THAT FOLLOWED THOSE THAT WENT UP TO JERUSALEM WERE SEVEN THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SEVEN; THE SINGING MEN AND SINGING WOMEN WERE TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY-FIVE; THE CAMELS WERE FOUR HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIVE; THE BEASTS USED TO THE YOKE WERE FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIVE; AND THE GOVERNORS OF ALL THIS MULTITUDE THUS NUMBERED WERE ZOROBABEL, THE SON OF SALATHIEL, OF THE POSTERITY OF DAVID, AND OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH; AND JESHUA, THE SON OF JOSEDEK THE HIGH PRIEST; AND BESIDES THESE THERE WERE MORDECAI AND SEREBEUS, WHO WERE DISTINGUISHED FROM THE MULTITUDE, AND WERE RULERS, WHO ALSO CONTRIBUTED A HUNDRED POUNDS OF GOLD, AND FIVE THOUSAND OF SILVER. BY THIS MEANS THEREFORE THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, AND A CERTAIN PART OF THE ENTIRE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS THAT WERE IN BABYLON, CAME AND DWELT IN JERUSALEM; BUT THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE RETURNED EVERY ONE TO THEIR OWN COUNTRIES.
CHAPTER 4. HOW THE TEMPLE WAS BUILT WHILE THE CUTHEANS ENDEAVORED IN VAIN TO OBSTRUCT THE WORK. 
1. NOW IN THE SEVENTH MONTH AFTER THEY WERE DEPARTED OUT OF BABYLON, BOTH JESHUA THE HIGH PRIEST, AND ZOROBABEL THE GOVERNOR, SENT MESSENGERS EVERY WAY ROUND ABOUT, AND GATHERED THOSE THAT WERE IN THE COUNTRY TOGETHER TO JERUSALEM UNIVERSALLY, WHO CAME VERY GLADLY THITHER. HE THEN BUILT THE ALTAR ON THE SAME PLACE IT HAD FORMERLY BEEN BUILT, THAT THEY MIGHT OFFER THE APPOINTED SACRIFICES UPON IT TO GOD, ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF MOSES. BUT WHILE THEY DID THIS, THEY DID NOT PLEASE THE NEIGHBORING NATIONS, WHO ALL OF THEM BARE AN ILL-WILL TO THEM. THEY ALSO CELEBRATED THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES AT THAT TIME, AS THE LEGISLATOR HAD ORDAINED CONCERNING IT; AND AFTER THEY OFFERED SACRIFICES, AND WHAT WERE CALLED THE DAILY SACRIFICES, AND THE OBLATIONS PROPER FOR THE SABBATHS, AND FOR ALL THE HOLY FESTIVALS. THOSE ALSO THAT HAD MADE VOWS PERFORMED THEM, AND OFFERED THEIR SACRIFICES FROM THE FIRST DAY OF THE SEVENTH MONTH. THEY ALSO BEGAN TO BUILD THE TEMPLE, AND GAVE A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY TO THE MASONS AND TO THE CARPENTERS, AND WHAT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THE WORKMEN. THE SIDONIANS ALSO WERE VERY WILLING AND READY TO BRING THE CEDAR TREES FROM LIBANUS, TO BIND THEM TOGETHER, AND TO MAKE A UNITED FLOAT OF THEM, AND TO BRING THEM TO THE PORT OF JOPPA, FOR THAT WAS WHAT CYRUS HAD COMMANDED AT FIRST, AND WHAT WAS NOW DONE AT THE COMMAND OF DARIUS. 
2. IN THE SECOND YEAR OF THEIR COMING TO JERUSALEM, AS THE JEWS WERE THERE IN THE SECOND MONTH, THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE WENT ON APACE; AND WHEN THEY HAD LAID ITS FOUNDATIONS ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE SECOND MONTH OF THAT SECOND YEAR, THEY SET, AS OVERSEERS OF THE WORK, SUCH LEVITES AS WERE FULL TWENTY YEARS OLD; AND JESHUA AND HIS SONS AND BRETHREN, AND CODMIEL THE BROTHER OF JUDAS, THE SON OF AMINADAB, WITH HIS SONS; AND THE TEMPLE, BY THE GREAT DILIGENCE OF THOSE THAT HAD THE CARE OF IT, WAS FINISHED SOONER THAN ANY ONE WOULD HAVE EXPECTED. AND WHEN THE TEMPLE WAS FINISHED, THE PRIESTS, ADORNED WITH THEIR ACCUSTOMED GARMENTS, STOOD WITH THEIR TRUMPETS, WHILE THE LEVITES, AND THE SONS OF ASAPH, STOOD AND SUNG HYMNS TO GOD, ACCORDING AS DAVID FIRST OF ALL APPOINTED THEM TO BLESS GOD. NOW THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, AND THE ELDER PART OF THE FAMILIES, RECOLLECTING WITH THEMSELVES HOW MUCH GREATER AND MORE SUMPTUOUS THE OLD TEMPLE HAD BEEN, SEEING THAT NOW MADE HOW MUCH INFERIOR IT WAS, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR POVERTY, TO THAT WHICH HAD BEEN BUILT OF OLD, CONSIDERED WITH THEMSELVES HOW MUCH THEIR HAPPY STATE WAS SUNK BELOW WHAT IT HAD BEEN OF OLD, AS WELL AS THEIR TEMPLE. HEREUPON THEY WERE DISCONSOLATE, AND NOT ABLE TO CONTAIN THEIR GRIEF, AND PROCEEDED SO FAR AS TO LAMENT AND SHED TEARS ON THOSE ACCOUNTS; BUT THE PEOPLE IN GENERAL WERE CONTENTED WITH THEIR PRESENT CONDITION; AND BECAUSE THEY WERE ALLOWED TO BUILD THEM A TEMPLE, THEY DESIRED NO MORE, AND NEITHER REGARDED NOR REMEMBERED, NOR INDEED AT ALL TORMENTED THEMSELVES WITH THE COMPARISON OF THAT AND THE FORMER TEMPLE, AS IF THIS WERE BELOW THEIR EXPECTATIONS; BUT THE WAILING OF THE OLD MEN AND OF THE PRIESTS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE DEFICIENCY OF THIS TEMPLE, IN THEIR OPINION, IF COMPARED WITH THAT WHICH HAD BEEN DEMOLISHED, OVERCAME THE SOUNDS OF THE TRUMPETS AND THE REJOICING OF THE PEOPLE. 
3. BUT WHEN THE SAMARITANS, WHO WERE STILL ENEMIES TO THE TRIBES OF JUDAH AND BENJAMIN, HEARD THE SOUND OF THE TRUMPETS, THEY CAME RUNNING TOGETHER, AND DESIRED TO KNOW WHAT WAS THE OCCASION OF THIS TUMULT; AND WHEN THEY PERCEIVED THAT IT WAS FROM THE JEWS, WHO HAD BEEN CARRIED CAPTIVE TO BABYLON, AND WERE REBUILDING THEIR TEMPLE, THEY CAME TO ZOROBABEL AND TO JESHUA, AND TO THE HEADS OF THE FAMILIES, AND DESIRED THAT THEY WOULD GIVE THEM LEAVE TO BUILD THE TEMPLE WITH THEM, AND TO BE PARTNERS WITH THEM IN BUILDING IT; FOR THEY SAID, "WE WORSHIP THEIR GOD, AND ESPECIALLY PRAY TO HIM, AND ARE DESIROUS OF THEIR RELIGIOUS SETTLEMENT, AND THIS EVER SINCE SHALMANEZER, THE KING OF ASSYRIA, TRANSPLANTED US OUT OF CUTHAH AND MEDIA TO THIS PLACE." WHEN THEY SAID THUS, ZOROBABEL AND JESHUA THE HIGH PRIEST, AND THE HEADS OF THE FAMILIES OF THE ISRAELITES, REPLIED TO THEM, THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO PERMIT THEM TO BE THEIR PARTNERS, WHILST THEY [ONLY] HAD BEEN APPOINTED TO BUILD THAT TEMPLE AT FIRST BY CYRUS, AND NOW BY DARIUS, ALTHOUGH IT WAS INDEED LAWFUL FOR THEM TO COME AND WORSHIP THERE IF THEY PLEASED, AND THAT THEY COULD ALLOW THEM NOTHING BUT THAT IN COMMON WITH THEM, WHICH WAS COMMON TO THEM WITH ALL OTHER MEN, TO COME TO THEIR TEMPLE AND WORSHIP GOD THERE. 
4. WHEN THE CUTHEARTS HEARD THIS, FOR THE SAMARITANS HAVE THAT APPELLATION, THEY HAD INDIGNATION AT IT, AND PERSUADED THE NATIONS OF SYRIA TO DESIRE OF THE GOVERNORS, IN THE SAME MANNER AS THEY HAD DONE FORMERLY IN THE DAYS OF CYRUS, AND AGAIN IN THE DAYS OF CAMBYSES AFTERWARDS, TO PUT A STOP TO THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, AND TO ENDEAVOR TO DELAY AND PROTRACT THE JEWS IN THEIR ZEAL ABOUT IT. NOW AT THIS TIME SISINNES, THE GOVERNOR OF SYRIA AND PHOENICIA, AND SATHRABUZANES, WITH CERTAIN OTHERS, CAME UP TO JERUSALEM, AND ASKED THE RULERS OF THE JEWS, BY. WHOSE GRANT IT WAS THAT THEY BUILT THE TEMPLE IN THIS MANNER, SINCE IT WAS MORE LIKE TO A CITADEL THAN A TEMPLE? AND FOR WHAT REASON IT WAS THAT THEY BUILT CLOISTERS AND WALLS, AND THOSE STRONG ONES TOO, ABOUT THE CITY? TO WHICH ZOROBABEL AND JESHUA THE HIGH PRIEST REPLIED, THAT THEY WERE THE SERVANTS OF GOD ALMIGHTY; THAT THIS TEMPLE WAS BUILT FOR HIM BY A KING OF THEIRS, THAT LIVED IN GREAT PROSPERITY, AND ONE THAT EXCEEDED ALL MEN IN VIRTUE; AND THAT IT CONTINUED A LONG TIME, BUT THAT BECAUSE OF THEIR FATHERS' IMPIETY TOWARDS GOD, NEBUCHADNEZZAR, KING OF THE BABYLONIANS AND OF THE CHALDEANS, TOOK THEIR CITY BY FORCE, AND DESTROYED IT, AND PILLAGED THE TEMPLE, AND BURNT IT DOWN, AND TRANSPLANTED THE PEOPLE WHOM HE HAD MADE CAPTIVES, AND REMOVED THEM TO BABYLON; THAT CYRUS, WHO, AFTER HIM, WAS KING OF BABYLONIA AND PERSIA, WROTE TO THEM TO BUILD THE TEMPLE, AND COMMITTED THE GIFTS AND VESSELS, AND WHATSOEVER NEBUCHADNEZZAR HAD CARRIED OUT OF IT, TO ZOROBABEL, AND MITHRIDATES THE TREASURER; AND GAVE ORDER TO HAVE THEM CARRIED TO JERUSALEM, AND TO HAVE THEM RESTORED TO THEIR OWN TEMPLE, WHEN IT WAS BUILT; FOR HE HAD SENT TO THEM TO HAVE THAT DONE SPEEDILY, AND COMMANDED SANABASSAR TO GO UP TO JERUSALEM, AND TO TAKE CARE OF THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE; WHO, UPON RECEIVING THAT EPISTLE FROM CYRUS, CAME, AND IMMEDIATELY LAID ITS FOUNDATIONS; "AND ALTHOUGH IT HATH BEEN IN BUILDING FROM THAT TIME TO THIS, IT HATH NOT YET BEEN FINISHED, BY REASON OF THE MALIGNITY OF OUR ENEMIES. IF THEREFORE YOU HAVE A MIND, AND THINK IT PROPER, WRITE THIS ACCOUNT TO DARIUS, THAT WHEN HE HATH CONSULTED THE RECORDS OF THE KINGS, HE MAY FIND THAT WE HAVE TOLD YOU NOTHING THAT IS FALSE ABOUT THIS MATTER." 
5. WHEN ZOROBABEL AND THE HIGH PRIEST HAD MADE THIS ANSWER, SISINNES, AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, DID NOT RESOLVE TO HINDER THE BUILDING, UNTIL THEY HAD INFORMED KING DARIUS OF ALL THIS. SO THEY IMMEDIATELY WROTE TO HIM ABOUT THESE AFFAIRS; BUT AS THE JEWS WERE NOW UNDER TERROR, AND AFRAID LEST THE KING SHOULD CHANGE HIS RESOLUTIONS AS TO THE BUILDING OF JERUSALEM AND OF THE TEMPLE, THERE WERE TWO PROPHETS AT THAT TIME AMONG THEM, HAGGAI AND ZECHARIAH, WHO ENCOURAGED THEM, AND BID THEM BE OF GOOD CHEER, AND TO SUSPECT NO DISCOURAGEMENT FROM THE PERSIANS, FOR THAT GOD FORETOLD THIS TO THEM. SO, IN DEPENDENCE ON THOSE PROPHETS, THEY APPLIED THEMSELVES EARNESTLY TO BUILDING, AND DID NOT INTERMIT ONE DAY. 
6. NOW DARIUS, WHEN THE SAMARITANS HAD WRITTEN TO HIM, AND IN THEIR EPISTLE HAD ACCUSED THE JEWS, HOW THEY FORTIFIED THE CITY, AND BUILT THE TEMPLE MORE LIKE TO A CITADEL THAN TO A TEMPLE; AND SAID, THAT THEIR DOINGS WERE NOT EXPEDIENT FOR THE KING'S AFFAIRS; AND BESIDES, THEY SHOWED THE EPISTLE OF CAMBYSES, WHEREIN HE FORBADE THEM TO BUILD THE TEMPLE: AND WHEN DARIUS THEREBY UNDERSTOOD THAT THE RESTORATION OF JERUSALEM WAS NOT EXPEDIENT FOR HIS AFFAIRS, AND WHEN HE HAD READ THE EPISTLE THAT WAS BROUGHT HIM FROM SISINNES, AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, HE GAVE ORDER THAT WHAT CONCERNED THESE MATTERS SHOULD BE SOUGHT FOR AMONG THE ROYAL RECORDS. WHEREUPON A BOOK WAS FOUND AT ECBATANA, IN THE TOWER THAT WAS IN MEDIA, WHEREIN WAS WRITTEN AS FOLLOWS: "CYRUS THE KING, IN THE FIRST YEAR OF HIS REIGN, COMMANDED THAT THE TEMPLE SHOULD BE BUILT IN JERUSALEM; AND THE ALTAR IN HEIGHT THREESCORE CUBITS, AND ITS BREADTH OF THE SAME, WITH THREE EDIFICES OF POLISHED STONE, AND ONE EDIFICE OF STONE OF THEIR OWN COUNTRY; AND HE ORDAINED THAT THE EXPENSES OF IT SHOULD BE PAID OUT OF THE KING'S REVENUE. HE ALSO COMMANDED THAT THE VESSELS WHICH NEBUCHADNEZZAR HAD PILLAGED [OUT OF THE TEMPLE], AND HAD CARRIED TO BABYLON, SHOULD BE RESTORED TO THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM; AND THAT THE CARE OF THESE THINGS SHOULD BELONG TO SANABASSAR, THE GOVERNOR AND PRESIDENT OF SYRIA AND PHOENICIA, AND HIS ASSOCIATES, THAT THEY MAY NOT MEDDLE WITH THAT PLACE, BUT MAY PERMIT THE SERVANTS OF GOD, THE JEWS AND THEIR RULERS, TO BUILD THE TEMPLE. HE ALSO ORDAINED THAT THEY SHOULD ASSIST THEM IN THE WORK; AND THAT THEY SHOULD PAY TO THE JEWS, OUT OF THE TRIBUTE OF THE COUNTRY WHERE THEY WERE GOVERNORS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SACRIFICES, BULLS, AND RAMS, AND LAMBS, AND KIDS OF THE GOATS, AND FINE FLOUR, AND OIL, AND WINE, AND ALL OTHER THINGS THAT THE PRIESTS SHOULD SUGGEST TO THEM; AND THAT THEY SHOULD PRAY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE KING, AND OF THE PERSIANS; AND THAT FOR SUCH AS TRANSGRESSED ANY OF THESE ORDERS THUS SENT TO THEM, HE COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD BE CAUGHT, AND HUNG UPON A CROSS, AND THEIR SUBSTANCE CONFISCATED TO THE KING'S USE. HE ALSO PRAYED TO GOD AGAINST THEM, THAT IF ANY ONE ATTEMPTED TO HINDER THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, GOD WOULD STRIKE HIM DEAD, AND THEREBY RESTRAIN HIS WICKEDNESS." 
7. WHEN DARIUS HAD FOUND THIS BOOK AMONG THE RECORDS OF CYRUS, HE WROTE AN ANSWER TO SISINNES AND HIS ASSOCIATES, WHOSE CONTENTS WERE THESE: "KING DARIUS TO SISINNES THE GOVERNOR, AND TO SATHRABUZANES, SENDETH GREETING. HAVING FOUND A COPY OF THIS EPISTLE AMONG THE RECORDS OF CYRUS, I HAVE SENT IT YOU; AND I WILL THAT ALL THINGS BE DONE AS IS THEREIN WRITTEN. FARE YE WELL." SO, WHEN SISINNES, AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, UNDERSTOOD THE INTENTION OF THE KING, THEY RESOLVED TO FOLLOW HIS DIRECTIONS ENTIRELY FOR THE TIME TO COME. SO, THEY FORWARDED THE SACRED WORKS, AND ASSISTED THE ELDERS OF THE JEWS, AND THE PRINCES OF THE SANHEDRIM; AND THE STRUCTURE OF THE TEMPLE WAS WITH GREAT DILIGENCE BROUGHT TO A CONCLUSION, BY THE PROPHECIES OF HAGGAI AND ZECHARIAH, ACCORDING TO GOD'S COMMANDS, AND BY THE INJUNCTIONS OF CYRUS AND DARIUS THE KINGS. NOW THE TEMPLE WAS BUILT IN SEVEN YEARS' TIME. AND IN THE NINTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF DARIUS, ON THE TWENTY-THIRD DAY OF THE TWELFTH MONTH, WHICH IS BY US CALLED ADAR, BUT BY THE MACEDONIANS DYSTRUS, THE PRIESTS, AND LEVITES, AND THE OTHER MULTITUDE OF THE ISRAELITES, OFFERED SACRIFICES, AS THE RENOVATION OF THEIR FORMER PROSPERITY AFTER THEIR CAPTIVITY, AND BECAUSE THEY HAD NOW THE TEMPLE REBUILT, A HUNDRED BULLS, TWO HUNDRED RAINS, FOUR HUNDRED LAMBS, AND TWELVE KIDS OF THE GOATS, ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THEIR TRIBES, (FOR SO MANY ARE THE TRIBES OF THE ISRAELITES,) AND THIS LAST FOR THE SINS OF EVERY TRIBE. THE PRIESTS ALSO AND THE LEVITES SET THE PORTERS AT EVERY GATE, ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF MOSES. THE JEWS ALSO BUILT THE CLOISTERS OF THE INNER TEMPLE THAT WERE ROUND ABOUT THE TEMPLE ITSELF. 
8. AND AS THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD WAS AT HAND, IN THE FIRST MONTH, WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE MACEDONIANS, IS CALLED XANTHICUS, BUT ACCORDING TO US NISAN, ALL THE PEOPLE RAN TOGETHER OUT OF THE VILLAGES TO THE CITY, AND CELEBRATED THE FESTIVAL, HAVING PURIFIED THEMSELVES, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF THEIR COUNTRY; AND THEY OFFERED THE SACRIFICE WHICH WAS CALLED THE PASSOVER, ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE SAME MONTH, AND FEASTED SEVEN DAYS, AND SPARED FOR NO COST, BUT OFFERED WHOLE BURNT-OFFERINGS TO GOD, AND PERFORMED SACRIFICES OF THANKSGIVING, BECAUSE GOD HAD LED THEM AGAIN TO THE LAND OF THEIR FATHERS, AND TO THE LAWS THERETO BELONGING, AND HAD RENDERED THE MIND OF THE KING OF PERSIA FAVORABLE TO THEM. SO THESE MEN OFFERED THE LARGEST SACRIFICES ON THESE ACCOUNTS, AND USED GREAT MAGNIFICENCE IN THE WORSHIP OF GOD, AND DWELT IN JERUSALEM, AND MADE USE OF A FORM OF GOVERNMENT THAT WAS ARISTOCRATICAL, BUT MIXED WITH AN OLIGARCHY, FOR THE HIGH PRIESTS WERE AT THE HEAD OF THEIR AFFAIRS, UNTIL THE POSTERITY OF THE ASAMONEANS SET UP KINGLY GOVERNMENT; FOR BEFORE THEIR CAPTIVITY, AND THE DISSOLUTION OF THEIR POLITY, THEY AT FIRST HAD KINGLY GOVERNMENT FROM SAUL AND DAVID FOR FIVE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-TWO YEARS, SIX MONTHS, AND TEN DAYS; BUT BEFORE THOSE KINGS, SUCH RULERS GOVERNED THEM AS WERE CALLED JUDGES AND MONARCHS. UNDER THIS FORM OF GOVERNMENT, THEY CONTINUED FOR MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER THE DEATH OF MOSES, AND OF JOSHUA THEIR COMMANDER. AND THIS IS THE ACCOUNT I HAD TO GIVE OF THE JEWS WHO HAD BEEN CARRIED INTO CAPTIVITY, BUT WERE DELIVERED FROM IT IN THE TIMES OF CYRUS AND DARIUS. 
9. BUT THE SAMARITANS, BEING EVIL AND ENVIOUSLY DISPOSED TO THE JEWS, WROUGHT THEM MANY MISCHIEFS, BY RELIANCE ON THEIR RICHES, AND BY THEIR PRETENSE THAT THEY WERE ALLIED TO THE PERSIANS, ON ACCOUNT THAT THENCE THEY CAME; AND WHATSOEVER IT WAS THAT THEY WERE ENJOINED TO PAY THE JEWS BY THE KING'S ORDER OUT OF THEIR TRIBUTES FOR THE SACRIFICES, THEY WOULD NOT PAY IT. THEY HAD ALSO THE GOVERNORS FAVORABLE TO THEM, AND ASSISTING THEM FOR THAT PURPOSE; NOR DID THEY SPARE TO HURT THEM, EITHER BY THEMSELVES OR BY OTHERS, AS FAR AS THEY WERE ABLE. SO, THE JEWS DETERMINED TO SEND AN EMBASSAGE TO KING DARIUS, IN FAVOR OF THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM, AND IN ORDER TO ACCUSE THE SAMARITANS. THE AMBASSADORS WERE ZOROBABEL, AND FOUR OTHERS OF THE RULERS; AND AS SOON AS THE KING KNEW FROM THE AMBASSADORS THE ACCUSATIONS AND COMPLAINTS THEY BROUGHT AGAINST THE SAMARITANS, HE GAVE THEM AN EPISTLE TO BE CARRIED TO THE GOVERNORS AND COUNCIL OF SAMARIA; THE CONTENTS OF WHICH EPISTLE WERE THESE: "KING DARIUS TO TANGANAS AND SAMBABAS, THE GOVERNORS OF THE SAINARITANS, TO SADRACES AND BOBELO, AND THE REST OF THEIR FELLOW SERVANTS THAT ARE IN SAMARIA: ZOROBABEL, ANANIAS, AND MORDECAI, THE AMBASSADORS OF THE JEWS, COMPLAIN OF YOU, THAT YOU OBSTRUCT THEM IN THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, AND DO NOT SUPPLY THEM WITH THE EXPENSES WHICH I COMMANDED YOU TO DO FOR THE OFFERING THEIR SACRIFICES. MY WILL THEREFORE IS THIS, THAT UPON THE READING OF THIS EPISTLE, YOU SUPPLY THEM WITH WHATSOEVER THEY WANT FOR THEIR SACRIFICES, AND THAT OUT OF THE ROYAL TREASURY, OF THE TRIBUTES OF SAMARIA, AS THE PRIEST SHALL DESIRE, THAT THEY MAY NOT LEAVE OFF OFFERING THEIR DAILY SACRIFICES, NOR PRAYING TO GOD FOR ME AND THE PERSIANS." AND THESE WERE THE CONTENTS OF THAT EPISTLE.
CHAPTER 5. HOW XERXES THE SON OF DARIUS WAS WELL DISPOSED TO THE JEWS; AS ALSO CONCERNING ESDRAS AND NEHEMIAH. 
1. UPON THE DEATH OF DARIUS, XERXES HIS SON TOOK THE KINGDOM, WHO, AS HE INHERITED HIS FATHER'S KINGDOM, SO DID HE INHERIT HIS PIETY TOWARDS GOD, AND HONOR OF HIM; FOR HE DID ALL THINGS SUITABLY TO HIS FATHER RELATING TO DIVINE WORSHIP, AND HE WAS EXCEEDING FRIENDLY TO THE JEWS. NOW ABOUT THIS TIME A SON OF JESHUA, WHOSE NAME WAS JOACIM, WAS THE HIGH PRIEST. MOREOVER, THERE WAS NOW IN BABYLON A RIGHTEOUS MAN, AND ONE THAT ENJOYED A GREAT REPUTATION AMONG THE MULTITUDE. HE WAS THE PRINCIPAL PRIEST OF THE PEOPLE, AND HIS NAME WAS ESDRAS. HE WAS VERY SKILLFUL IN THE LAWS OF MOSES, AND WAS WELL ACQUAINTED WITH KING XERXES. HE HAD DETERMINED TO GO UP TO JERUSALEM, AND TO TAKE WITH HIM SOME OF THOSE JEWS THAT WERE IN BABYLON; AND HE DESIRED THAT THE KING WOULD GIVE HIM AN EPISTLE TO THE GOVERNORS OF SYRIA, BY WHICH THEY MIGHT KNOW WHO HE WAS. ACCORDINGLY, THE KING WROTE THE FOLLOWING EPISTLE TO THOSE GOVERNORS: "XERXES, KING OF KINGS, TO ESDRAS THE PRIEST, AND READER OF THE DIVINE LAW, GREETING. I THINK IT AGREEABLE TO THAT LOVE WHICH I BEAR TO MANKIND, TO PERMIT THOSE OF THE JEWISH NATION THAT ARE SO DISPOSED, AS WELL AS THOSE OF THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES THAT ARE IN OUR KINGDOM, TO GO TOGETHER TO JERUSALEM. ACCORDINGLY, I HAVE GIVEN COMMAND FOR THAT PURPOSE; AND LET EVERY ONE THAT HATH A MIND GO, ACCORDING AS IT HATH SEEMED GOOD TO ME, AND TO MY SEVEN COUNSELORS, AND THIS IN ORDER TO THEIR REVIEW OF THE AFFAIRS OF JUDEA, TO SEE WHETHER THEY BE AGREEABLE TO THE LAW OF GOD. LET THEM ALSO TAKE WITH THEM THOSE PRESENTS WHICH I AND MY FRIENDS HAVE VOWED, WITH ALL THAT SILVER AND GOLD THAT IS FOUND IN THE COUNTRY OF THE BABYLONIANS, AS DEDICATED TO GOD, AND LET ALL THIS BE CARRIED TO JERUSALEM TO GOD FOR SACRIFICES. LET IT ALSO BE LAWFUL FOR THEE AND THY BRETHREN TO MAKE AS MANY VESSELS OF SILVER AND GOLD AS THOU PLEASEST. THOU SHALT ALSO DEDICATE THOSE HOLY VESSELS WHICH HAVE BEEN GIVEN THEE, AND AS MANY MORE AS THOU HAST A MIND TO MAKE, AND SHALL TAKE THE EXPENSES OUT OF THE KING'S TREASURY. I HAVE, MOREOVER, WRITTEN TO THE TREASURERS OF SYRIA AND PHOENICIA, THAT THEY TAKE CARE OF THOSE AFFAIRS THAT ESDRAS THE PRIEST, AND READER OF THE LAWS OF GOD, IS SENT ABOUT. AND THAT GOD MAY NOT BE AT ALL ANGRY WITH ME, OR WITH MY CHILDREN, I GRANT ALL THAT IS NECESSARY FOR SACRIFICES TO GOD, ACCORDING TO THE LAW, AS FAR AS A HUNDRED CORI OF WHEAT. AND I ENJOIN YOU NOT TO LAY ANY TREACHEROUS IMPOSITION, OR ANY TRIBUTES, UPON THEIR PRIESTS OR LEVITES, OR. SACRED SINGERS, OR PORTERS, OR SACRED SERVANTS, OR SCRIBES OF THE TEMPLE. AND DO THOU, O ESDRAS, APPOINT JUDGES ACCORDING TO THE WISDOM [GIVEN THEE] OF GOD, AND THOSE SUCH AS UNDERSTAND THE LAW, THAT THEY MAY JUDGE IN ALL SYRIA AND PHOENICIA; AND DO THOU INSTRUCT THOSE ALSO WHICH ARE IGNORANT OF IT, THAT IF ANY ONE OF THY COUNTRYMEN TRANSGRESS THE LAW OF GOD, OR THAT OF THE KING, HE MAY BE PUNISHED, AS NOT TRANSGRESSING IT OUT OF IGNORANCE, BUT AS ONE THAT KNOWS IT INDEED, BUT BOLDLY DESPISES AND CONTEMNS IT; AND SUCH MAY BE PUNISHED BY DEATH, OR BY PAYING FINES. FAREWELL." 
2. WHEN ESDRAS HAD RECEIVED THIS EPISTLE, HE WAS VERY JOYFUL, AND BEGAN TO WORSHIP GOD, AND CONFESSED THAT HE HAD BEEN THE CAUSE OF THE KING'S GREAT FAVOR TO HIM, AND THAT FOR THE SAME REASON HE GAVE ALL THE THANKS TO GOD. SO, HE READ THE EPISTLE AT BABYLON TO THOSE JEWS THAT WERE THERE; BUT HE KEPT THE EPISTLE ITSELF, AND SENT A COPY OF IT TO ALL THOSE OF HIS OWN NATION THAT WERE IN MEDIA. AND WHEN THESE JEWS HAD UNDERSTOOD WHAT PIETY THE KING HAD TOWARDS GOD, AND WHAT KINDNESS HE HAD FOR ESDRAS, THEY WERE ALL GREATLY PLEASED; NAY, MANY OF THEM TOOK THEIR EFFECTS WITH THEM, AND CAME TO BABYLON, AS VERY DESIROUS OF GOING DOWN TO JERUSALEM; BUT THEN THE ENTIRE BODY OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL REMAINED IN THAT COUNTRY; WHEREFORE THERE ARE BUT TWO TRIBES IN ASIA AND EUROPE SUBJECT TO THE IOMANS, WHILE THE TEN TRIBES ARE BEYOND EUPHRATES TILL NOW, AND ARE AN IMMENSE MULTITUDE, AND NOT TO BE ESTIMATED BY NUMBERS. NOW THERE CAME A GREAT NUMBER OF PRIESTS, AND LEVITES, AND PORTERS, AND SACRED SINGERS, AND SACRED SERVANTS TO ESDRAS. SO HE GATHERED THOSE THAT WERE IN THE CAPTIVITY TOGETHER BEYOND EUPHRATES, AND STAID THERE THREE DAYS, AND ORDAINED A FAST FOR THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT MAKE THEIR PRAYERS TO GOD FOR THEIR PRESERVATION, THAT THEY MIGHT SUFFER NO MISFORTUNES BY THE WAY, EITHER FROM THEIR ENEMIES, OR FROM ANY OTHER ILL ACCIDENT; FOR ESDRAS HAD SAID BEFOREHAND THAT HE HAD TOLD THE KING HOW GOD WOULD PRESERVE THEM, AND SO HE HAD NOT THOUGHT FIT TO REQUEST THAT HE WOULD SEND HORSEMEN TO CONDUCT THEM. SO, WHEN THEY HAD FINISHED THEIR PRAYERS, THEY REMOVED FROM EUPHRATES ON THE TWELFTH DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH OF THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF XERXES, AND THEY CAME TO JERUSALEM ON THE FIFTH MONTH OF THE SAME YEAR. NOW ESDRAS PRESENTED THE SACRED MONEY TO THE TREASURERS, WHO WERE OF THE FAMILY OF THE PRIESTS, OF SILVER SIX HUNDRED AND FIFTY TALENTS, VESSELS OF SILVER ONE HUNDRED TALENTS, VESSELS OF GOLD TWENTY TALENTS, VESSELS OF BRASS, THAT WAS MORE PRECIOUS THAN GOLD, TWELVE TALENTS BY WEIGHT; FOR THESE PRESENTS HAD BEEN MADE BY THE KING AND HIS COUNSELORS, AND BY ALL THE ISRAELITES THAT STAID AT BABYLON. SO, WHEN ESDRAS HAD DELIVERED THESE THINGS TO THE PRIESTS, HE GAVE TO GOD, AS THE APPOINTED SACRIFICES OF WHOLE BURNT-OFFERINGS, TWELVE BULLS ON ACCOUNT OF THE COMMON PRESERVATION OF THE PEOPLE, NINETY RAMS, SEVENTY-TWO LAMBS, AND TWELVE KIDS OF THE GOATS, FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS. HE ALSO DELIVERED THE KING'S EPISTLE TO THE KING'S OFFICERS, AND TO THE GOVERNORS OF CELESYRIA AND PHOENICIA; AND AS THEY WERE UNDER A NECESSITY OF DOING WHAT WAS ENJOINED BY HIM, THEY HONORED OUR NATION, AND WERE ASSISTANT TO THEM IN ALL THEIR NECESSITIES. 
3. NOW THESE THINGS WERE TRULY DONE UNDER THE CONDUCT OF ESDRAS; AND HE SUCCEEDED IN THEM, BECAUSE GOD ESTEEMED HIM WORTHY OF THE SUCCESS OF HIS CONDUCT, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS GOODNESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. BUT SOME TIME AFTERWARD THERE CAME SOME PERSONS TO HIM, AND BROUGHT AN ACCUSATION AGAINST CERTAIN OF THE MULTITUDE, AND OF THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, WHO HAD TRANSGRESSED THEIR SETTLEMENT, AND DISSOLVED THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY, BY MARRYING STRANGE WIVES, AND HAD BROUGHT THE FAMILY OF THE PRIESTS INTO CONFUSION. THESE PERSONS DESIRED HIM TO SUPPORT THE LAWS, LEST GOD SHOULD TAKE UP A GENERAL ANGER AGAINST THEM ALL, AND REDUCE THEM TO A CALAMITOUS CONDITION AGAIN. HEREUPON HE RENT HIS GARMENT IMMEDIATELY, OUT OF GRIEF, AND PULLED OFF THE HAIR OF HIS HEAD AND BEARD, AND CAST HIMSELF UPON THE GROUND, BECAUSE THIS CRIME HAD REACHED THE PRINCIPAL MEN AMONG THE PEOPLE; AND CONSIDERING THAT IF HE SHOULD ENJOIN THEM TO CAST OUT THEIR WIVES, AND THE CHILDREN THEY HAD BY THEM, HE SHOULD NOT BE HEARKENER TO, HE CONTINUED LYING UPON THE GROUND. HOWEVER, ALL THE BETTER SORT CAME RUNNING TO HIM, WHO ALSO THEMSELVES WEPT, AND PARTOOK OF THE GRIEF HE WAS UNDER FOR WHAT HAD BEEN DONE. SO ESDRAS ROSE UP FROM THE GROUND, AND STRETCHED OUT HIS HANDS TOWARDS HEAVEN, AND SAID THAT HE WAS ASHAMED TO LOOK TOWARDS IT, BECAUSE OF THE SINS WHICH THE PEOPLE HAD COMMITTED, WHILE THEY HAD CAST OUT OF THEIR MEMORIES WHAT THEIR FATHERS HAD UNDERGONE ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR WICKEDNESS; AND HE BESOUGHT GOD, WHO HAD SAVED A SEED AND A REMNANT OUT OF THE CALAMITY AND CAPTIVITY THEY HAD BEEN IN, AND HAD RESTORED THEM AGAIN TO JERUSALEM, AND TO THEIR OWN LAND, AND HAD OBLIGED THE KINGS OF PERSIA TO HAVE COMPASSION ON THEM, THAT HE WOULD ALSO FORGIVE THEM THEIR SINS THEY HAD NOW COMMITTED, WHICH, THOUGH THEY DESERVED DEATH, YET, WAS IT AGREEABLE TO THE MERCY OF GOD, TO REMIT EVEN TO THESE THE PUNISHMENT DUE TO THEM. 
4. AFTER ESDRAS HAD SAID THIS, HE LEFT OFF PRAYING; AND WHEN ALL THOSE THAT CAME TO HIM WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN WERE UNDER LAMENTATION, ONE WHOSE NAME WAS JECHONIAS, A PRINCIPAL MAN IN JERUSALEM, CAME TO HIM, AND SAID THAT THEY HAD SINNED IN MARRYING STRANGE WIVES; AND HE PERSUADED HIM TO ADJURE THEM ALL TO CAST THOSE WIVES OUT, AND THE CHILDREN BORN OF THEM, AND THAT THOSE SHOULD BE PUNISHED WHO WOULD NOT OBEY THE LAW. SO, ESDRAS HEARKENED TO THIS ADVICE, AND MADE THE HEADS OF THE PRIESTS, AND OF THE LEVITES, AND OF THE ISRAELITES, SWEAR THAT THEY WOULD PUT AWAY THOSE WIVES AND CHILDREN, ACCORDING TO THE ADVICE OF JECHONIAS. AND WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED THEIR OATHS, HE WENT IN HASTE OUT OF THE TEMPLE INTO THE CHAMBER OF JOHANAN, THE SON OF ELIASIB, AND AS HE HAD HITHERTO TASTED NOTHING AT ALL FOR GRIEF, SO HE, ABODE THERE THAT DAY. AND WHEN PROCLAMATION WAS MADE, THAT ALL THOSE OF THE CAPTIVITY SHOULD GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER TO JERUSALEM, AND THOSE THAT DID NOT MEET THERE IN TWO OR THREE DAYS SHOULD BE BANISHED FROM THE MULTITUDE, AND THAT THEIR SUBSTANCE SHOULD B APPROPRIATED TO THE USES OF THE TEMPLE, ACCORDING TO THE SENTENCE OF THE ELDERS, THOSE THAT WERE OF THE TRIBES OF JUDAH AND BENJAMIN CAME TOGETHER IN THREE DAYS, VIZ. ON THE TWENTIETH DAY OF THE NINTH MONTH, WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS, IS CALLED TEBETH, AND ACCORDING TO THE MACEDONIANS, APELLEIUS. NOW AS THEY WERE SITTING IN THE UPPER ROOM OF THE TEMPLE, WHERE THE ELDERS ALSO WERE PRESENT, BUT WERE UNEASY BECAUSE OF THE COLD, ESDRAS STOOD UP AND ACCUSED THEM, AND TOLD THEM THAT THEY HAD SINNED IN MARRYING WIVES THAT WERE NOT OF THEIR OWN NATION; BUT THAT NOW THEY WOULD DO A THING BOTH PLEASING TO GOD, AND ADVANTAGEOUS TO THEMSELVES, IF THEY WOULD PUT THOSE WIVES AWAY. ACCORDINGLY, THEY ALL CRIED OUT THAT THEY WOULD DO SO. THAT, HOWEVER, THE MULTITUDE WAS GREAT, AND THAT THE SEASON OF THE YEAR WAS WINTER, AND THAT THIS WORK WOULD REQUIRE MORE THAN ONE OR TWO DAYS. "LET THEIR RULERS, THEREFORE, [SAID THEY,] AND THOSE THAT HAVE MARRIED STRANGE WIVES, COME HITHER AT A PROPER TIME, WHILE THE ELDERS OF EVERY PLACE, THAT ARE IN COMMON TO ESTIMATE THE NUMBER OF THOSE THAT HAVE THUS MARRIED, ARE TO BE THERE ALSO." ACCORDINGLY, THIS WAS RESOLVED ON BY THEM, AND THEY BEGAN THE INQUIRY AFTER THOSE THAT HAD MARRIED STRANGE WIVES ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE TENTH MONTH, AND CONTINUED THE INQUIRY TO THE FIRST DAY OF THE NEXT MONTH, AND FOUND A GREAT MANY OF THE POSTERITY OF JESHUA THE HIGH PRIEST, AND OF THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES, AND ISRAELITES, WHO HAD A GREATER REGARD TO THE OBSERVATION OF THE LAW THAN TO THEIR NATURAL AFFECTION, AND IMMEDIATELY CAST OUT THEIR WIVES, AND THE CHILDREN WHICH WERE BORN OF THEM. AND IN ORDER TO APPEASE GOD, THEY OFFERED SACRIFICES, AND SLEW RAMS, AS OBLATIONS TO HIM; BUT IT DOES NOT SEEM TO ME TO BE NECESSARY TO SET DOWN THE NAMES OF THESE MEN. SO, WHEN ESDRAS HAD REFORMED THIS SIN ABOUT THE MARRIAGES OF THE FORE MENTIONED PERSONS, HE REDUCED THAT PRACTICE TO PURITY, SO THAT IT CONTINUED IN THAT STATE FOR THE TIME TO COME. 
5. NOW WHEN THEY KEPT THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES IN THE SEVENTH MONTH AND ALMOST ALL THE PEOPLE WERE COME TOGETHER TO IT, THEY WENT UP TO THE OPEN PART OF THE TEMPLE, TO THE GATE WHICH LOOKED EASTWARD, AND DESIRED OF ESDRAS THAT THE LAWS OF MOSES MIGHT BE READ TO THEM. ACCORDINGLY, HE STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THE MULTITUDE AND READ THEM; AND THIS HE DID FROM MORNING TO NOON. NOW, BY HEARING THE LAWS READ TO THEM, THEY WERE INSTRUCTED TO BE RIGHTEOUS MEN FOR THE PRESENT AND FOR THE FUTURE; BUT AS FOR THEIR PAST OFFENSES, THEY WERE DISPLEASED AT THEMSELVES, AND PROCEEDED TO SHED TEARS ON THEIR ACCOUNT, AS CONSIDERING WITH THEMSELVES THAT IF THEY HAD KEPT THE LAW, THEY HAD ENDURED NONE OF THESE MISERIES WHICH THEY HAD EXPERIENCED. BUT WHEN ESDRAS SAW THEM IN THAT DISPOSITION, HE BADE THEM GO HOME, AND NOT WEEP, FOR THAT IT WAS A FESTIVAL, AND THAT THEY OUGHT NOT TO WEEP THEREON, FOR THAT IT WAS NOT LAWFUL SO TO DO. HE EXHORTED THEM RATHER TO PROCEED IMMEDIATELY TO FEASTING, AND TO DO WHAT WAS SUITABLE TO A FEAST, AND WHAT WAS AGREEABLE TO A DAY OF JOY; BUT TO LET THEIR REPENTANCE AND SORROW FOR THEIR FORMER SINS BE A SECURITY AND A GUARD TO THEM, THAT THEY FELL NO MORE INTO THE LIKE OFFENSES. SO, UPON ESDRAS'S EXHORTATION THEY BEGAN TO FEAST; AND WHEN THEY HAD SO DONE FOR EIGHT DAYS, IN THEIR TABERNACLES, THEY DEPARTED TO THEIR OWN HOMES, SINGING HYMNS TO GOD, AND RETURNING THANKS TO ESDRAS FOR HIS REFORMATION OF WHAT CORRUPTIONS HAD BEEN INTRODUCED INTO THEIR SETTLEMENT. SO, IT CAME TO PASS, THAT AFTER HE HAD OBTAINED THIS REPUTATION AMONG THE PEOPLE, HE DIED AN OLD MAN, AND WAS BURIED IN A MAGNIFICENT MANNER AT JERUSALEM. ABOUT THE SAME TIME, IT HAPPENED ALSO THAT JOACIM, THE HIGH PRIEST, DIED; AND HIS SON ELIASIB SUCCEEDED IN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD. 
6. NOW THERE WAS ONE OF THOSE JEWS THAT HAD BEEN CARRIED CAPTIVE WHO WAS CUP-BEARER TO KING XERXES; HIS NAME WAS NEHEMIAH. AS THIS MAN WAS WALKING BEFORE SUSA, THE METROPOLIS OF THE PERSIANS, HE HEARD SOME STRANGERS THAT WERE ENTERING THE CITY, AFTER A LONG JOURNEY, SPEAKING TO ONE ANOTHER IN THE HEBREW TONGUE; SO, HE WENT TO THEM, AND ASKED THEM WHENCE THEY CAME. AND WHEN THEIR ANSWER WAS, THAT THEY CAME FROM JUDEA, HE BEGAN TO INQUIRE OF THEM AGAIN IN WHAT STATE THE MULTITUDE WAS, AND IN WHAT CONDITION JERUSALEM WAS; AND WHEN THEY REPLIED THAT THEY WERE IN A BAD STATE FOR THAT THEIR WALLS WERE THROWN DOWN TO THE GROUND, AND THAT THE NEIGHBORING NATIONS DID A GREAT DEAL OF MISCHIEF TO THE JEWS, WHILE IN THE DAY TIME THEY OVERRAN THE COUNTRY, AND PILLAGED IT, AND IN THE NIGHT DID THEM MISCHIEF, INSOMUCH THAT NOT A FEW WERE LED AWAY CAPTIVE OUT OF THE COUNTRY, AND OUT OF JERUSALEM ITSELF, AND THAT THE ROADS WERE IN THE DAY TIME FOUND FULL OF DEAD MEN. HEREUPON NEHEMIAH SHED TEARS, OUT OF COMMISERATION OF THE CALAMITIES OF HIS COUNTRYMEN; AND, LOOKING UP TO HEAVEN, HE SAID, "HOW LONG, O LORD, WILT THOU OVERLOOK OUR NATION, WHILE IT SUFFERS SO GREAT MISERIES, AND WHILE WE ARE MADE THE PREY AND SPOIL OF ALL MEN?" AND WHILE HE STAID AT THE GATE, AND LAMENTED THUS, ONE TOLD HIM THAT THE KING WAS GOING TO SIT DOWN TO SUPPER; SO, HE MADE HASTE, AND WENT AS HE WAS, WITHOUT WISHING HIMSELF, TO MINISTER TO THE KING IN HIS OFFICE OF CUP-BEARER. BUT AS THE KING WAS VERY PLEASANT AFTER SUPPER, AND MORE CHEERFUL THAN USUAL, HE CAST HIS EYES ON NEHEMIAH, AND SEEING HIM LOOK SAD, HE ASKED HIM WHY HE WAS SAD. WHEREUPON HE PRAYED TO GOD TO GIVE HIM FAVOR, AND AFFORD HIM THE POWER OF PERSUADING BY HIS WORDS, AND SAID, "HOW CAN I, O KING, APPEAR OTHERWISE THAN THUS, AND NOT BE IN TROUBLE, WHILE I HEAR THAT THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM, THE CITY WHERE ARE THE SEPULCHERS OF MY FATHERS, ARE THROWN DOWN TO THE GROUND, AND THAT ITS GATES ARE CONSUMED BY FIRE? BUT DO THOU GRANT ME THE FAVOR TO GO AND BUILD ITS WALL, AND TO FINISH THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE." ACCORDINGLY, THE KING GAVE HIM A SIGNAL THAT HE FREELY GRANTED HIM WHAT HE ASKED; AND TOLD HIM THAT HE SHOULD CARRY AN EPISTLE TO THE GOVERNORS, THAT THEY MIGHT PAY HIM DUE HONOR, AND AFFORD HIM WHATSOEVER ASSISTANCE HE WANTED, AND AS HE PLEASED. "LEAVE OFF THY SORROW THEN," SAID THE KING, "AND BE CHEERFUL IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THY OFFICE HEREAFTER." SO, NEHEMIAH WORSHIPPED GOD, AND GAVE THE KING THANKS FOR HIS PROMISE, AND CLEARED UP HIS SAD AND CLOUDY COUNTENANCE, BY THE PLEASURE HE HAD FROM THE KING'S PROMISES. ACCORDINGLY, THE KING CALLED FOR HIM THE NEXT DAY, AND GAVE HIM AN EPISTLE TO BE CARRIED TO ADEUS, THE GOVERNOR OF SYRIA, AND PHOENICIA, AND SAMARIA; WHEREIN HE SENT TO HIM TO PAY DUE HONOR TO NEHEMIAH, AND TO SUPPLY HIM WITH WHAT HE WANTED FOR HIS BUILDING. 
7. NOW WHEN HE WAS COME TO BABYLON, AND HAD TAKEN WITH HIM MANY OF HIS COUNTRYMEN, WHO VOLUNTARILY FOLLOWED HIM, HE CAME TO JERUSALEM IN THE TWENTY AND FIFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF XERXES. AND WHEN HE HAD SHOWN THE EPISTLES TO GOD, HE GAVE THEM TO ADEUS, AND TO THE OTHER GOVERNORS. HE ALSO CALLED TOGETHER ALL THE PEOPLE TO JERUSALEM, AND STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THE TEMPLE, AND MADE THE FOLLOWING SPEECH TO THEM: "YOU KNOW, O JEWS, THAT GOD HATH KEPT OUR FATHERS, ABRAHAM, AND ISAAC, AND JACOB, IN MIND CONTINUALLY, AND FOR THE SAKE OF THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS HATH NOT LEFT OFF THE CARE OF YOU. INDEED, HE HATH ASSISTED ME IN GAINING THIS AUTHORITY OF THE KING TO RAISE UP OUR WALL, AND FINISH WHAT IS WANTING OF THE TEMPLE. I DESIRE YOU, THEREFORE WHO WELL KNOW THE ILL-WILL OUR NEIGHBORING NATIONS BEAR TO US, AND THAT WHEN ONCE THEY ARE MADE SENSIBLE THAT WE ARE IN EARNEST ABOUT BUILDING, THEY WILL COME UPON US, AND CONTRIVE MANY WAYS OF OBSTRUCTING OUR WORKS, THAT YOU WILL, IN THE FIRST PLACE, PUT YOUR TRUST IN GOD, AS IN HIM THAT WILL ASSIST US AGAINST THEIR HATRED, AND TO INTERMIT BUILDING NEITHER NIGHT NOR DAY, BUT TO USE ALL DILIGENCE, AND TO HASTEN ON THE WORK, NOW WE HAVE THIS ESPECIAL OPPORTUNITY FOR IT." WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE GAVE ORDER THAT THE RULERS SHOULD MEASURE THE WALL, AND PART THE WORK OF IT AMONG THE PEOPLE, ACCORDING TO THEIR VILLAGES AND CITIES, AS EVERY ONE'S ABILITY SHOULD REQUIRE. AND WHEN HE HAD ADDED THIS PROMISE, THAT HE HIMSELF, WITH HIS SERVANTS, WOULD ASSIST THEM, HE DISSOLVED THE ASSEMBLY. SO, THE JEWS PREPARED FOR THE WORK: THAT IS THE NAME THEY ARE CALLED BY FROM THE DAY THAT THEY CAME UP FROM BABYLON, WHICH IS TAKEN FROM THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, WHICH CAME FIRST TO THESE PLACES, AND THENCE BOTH THEY AND THE COUNTRY GAINED THAT APPELLATION. 
8. BUT NOW WHEN THE AMMONITES, AND MOABITES, AND SAMARITANS, AND ALL THAT INHABITED CELESYRIA, HEARD THAT THE BUILDING WENT ON APACE, THEY TOOK IT HEINOUSLY, AND PROCEEDED TO LAY SNARES FOR THEM, AND TO HINDER THEIR INTENTIONS. THEY ALSO SLEW MANY OF THE JEWS, AND SOUGHT HOW THEY MIGHT DESTROY NEHEMIAH HIMSELF, BY HIRING SOME OF THE FOREIGNERS TO KILL HIM. THEY ALSO PUT THE JEWS IN FEAR, AND DISTURBED THEM, AND SPREAD ABROAD RUMORS, AS IF MANY NATIONS WERE READY TO MAKE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THEM, BY WHICH MEANS THEY WERE HARASSED, AND HAD ALMOST LEFT OFF THE BUILDING. BUT NONE OF THESE THINGS COULD DETER NEHEMIAH FROM BEING DILIGENT ABOUT THE WORK; HE ONLY SET A NUMBER OF MEN ABOUT HIM AS A GUARD TO HIS BODY, AND SO UNWEARIEDLY PERSEVERED THEREIN, AND WAS INSENSIBLE OF ANY TROUBLE, OUT OF HIS DESIRE TO PERFECT THIS WORK. AND THUS, DID HE ATTENTIVELY, AND WITH GREAT FORECAST, TAKE CARE OF HIS OWN SAFETY; NOT THAT HE FEARED DEATH, BUT OF THIS PERSUASION, THAT IF HE WERE DEAD, THE WALLS FOR HIS CITIZENS WOULD NEVER BE RAISED. HE ALSO GAVE ORDERS THAT THE BUILDERS SHOULD KEEP THEIR RANKS, AND HAVE THEIR ARMOR ON WHILE THEY WERE BUILDING. ACCORDINGLY, THE MASON HAD HIS SWORD ON, AS WELL AS HE THAT BROUGHT THE MATERIALS FOR BUILDING. HE ALSO APPOINTED THAT THEIR SHIELDS SHOULD LIE VERY NEAR THEM; AND HE PLACED TRUMPETERS AT EVERY FIVE HUNDRED FEET, AND CHARGED THEM, THAT IF THEIR ENEMIES APPEARED, THEY SHOULD GIVE NOTICE OF IT TO THE PEOPLE, THAT THEY MIGHT FIGHT IN THEIR ARMOR, AND THEIR ENEMIES MIGHT NOT FALL UPON THEM NAKED. HE ALSO WENT ABOUT THE COMPASS OF THE CITY BY NIGHT, BEING NEVER DISCOURAGED, NEITHER ABOUT THE WORK ITSELF, NOR ABOUT HIS OWN DIET AND SLEEP, FOR HE MADE NO USE OF THOSE THINGS FOR HIS PLEASURE, BUT OUT OF NECESSITY. AND THIS TROUBLE HE UNDERWENT FOR TWO YEARS AND FOUR MONTHS; FOR IN SO LONG A TIME WAS THE WALL BUILT, IN THE TWENTY-EIGHTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF XERXES, IN THE NINTH MONTH. NOW WHEN THE WALLS WERE FINISHED, NEHEMIAH AND THE MULTITUDE OFFERED SACRIFICES TO GOD FOR THE BUILDING OF THEM, AND THEY CONTINUED IN FEASTING EIGHT DAYS. HOWEVER, WHEN THE NATIONS WHICH DWELT IN SYRIA HEARD THAT THE BUILDING OF THE WALL WAS FINISHED, THEY HAD INDIGNATION AT IT. BUT WHEN NEHEMIAH SAW THAT THE CITY WAS THIN OF PEOPLE, HE EXHORTED THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES THAT THEY WOULD LEAVE THE COUNTRY, AND REMOVE THEMSELVES TO THE CITY, AND THERE CONTINUE; AND HE BUILT THEM HOUSES AT HIS OWN EXPENSES; AND HE COMMANDED THAT PART OF THE PEOPLE WHICH WERE EMPLOYED IN CULTIVATING THE LAND TO BRING THE TITHES OF THEIR FRUITS TO JERUSALEM, THAT THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES HAVING WHEREOF THEY MIGHT LIVE PERPETUALLY, MIGHT NOT LEAVE THE DIVINE WORSHIP; WHO WILLINGLY HEARKENED TO THE CONSTITUTIONS OF NEHEMIAH, BY WHICH MEANS THE CITY JERUSALEM CAME TO BE FULLER OF PEOPLE THAN IT WAS BEFORE. SO, WHEN NEHEMIAH HAD DONE MANY OTHER EXCELLENT THINGS, AND THINGS WORTHY OF COMMENDATION, IN A GLORIOUS MANNER, HE CAME TO A GREAT AGE, AND THEN DIED. HE WAS A MAN OF A GOOD AND RIGHTEOUS DISPOSITION, AND VERY AMBITIOUS TO MAKE HIS OWN NATION HAPPY; AND HE HATH LEFT THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM AS AN ETERNAL MONUMENT FOR HIMSELF. NOW THIS WAS DONE IN THE DAYS OF XERXES. 
CHAPTER 6. CONCERNING ESTHER AND MORDECAI AND HAMAN; AND HOW IN THE REIGN OF ARTAXERXES THE WHOLE NATION OF THE JEWS WAS IN DANGER OF PERISHING. 
1. AFTER THE DEATH OF XERXES, THE KINGDOM CAME TO BE TRANSFERRED TO HIS SON CYRUS, WHOM THE GREEKS CALLED ARTAXERXES. WHEN THIS MAN HAD OBTAINED THE GOVERNMENT OVER THE PERSIANS, THE WHOLE NATION OF THE JEWS, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, WERE IN DANGER OF PERISHING; THE OCCASION WHEREOF WE SHALL DECLARE IN A LITTLE TIME; FOR IT IS PROPER, IN THE FIRST PLACE, TO EXPLAIN SOMEWHAT RELATING TO THIS KING, AND HOW HE CAME TO MARRY A JEWISH WIFE, WHO WAS HERSELF OF THE ROYAL FAMILY ALSO, AND WHO IS RELATED TO HAVE SAVED OUR NATION; FOR WHEN ARTAXERXES HAD TAKEN THE KINGDOM, AND HAD SET GOVERNORS OVER THE HUNDRED TWENTY AND SEVEN PROVINCES, FROM INDIA EVEN UNTO ETHIOPIA, IN THE THIRD YEAR OF HIS REIGN, HE MADE A COSTLY FEAST FOR HIS FRIENDS, AND FOR THE NATIONS OF PERSIA, AND FOR THEIR GOVERNORS, SUCH A ONE AS WAS PROPER FOR A KING TO MAKE, WHEN HE HAD A MIND TO MAKE A PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION OF HIS RICHES, AND THIS FOR A HUNDRED AND FOURSCORE DAYS; AFTER WHICH HE MADE A FEAST FOR OTHER NATIONS, AND FOR THEIR AMBASSADORS, AT SHUSHAN, FOR SEVEN DAYS. NOW THIS FEAST WAS ORDERED AFTER THE MANNER FOLLOWING: HE CAUSED A TENT TO BE PITCHED, WHICH WAS SUPPORTED BY PILLARS OF GOLD AND SILVER, WITH CURTAINS OF LINEN AND PURPLE SPREAD OVER THEM, THAT IT MIGHT AFFORD ROOM FOR MANY TEN-THOUSANDS TO SIT DOWN. THE CUPS WITH WHICH THE WAITERS MINISTERED WERE OF GOLD, AND ADORNED WITH PRECIOUS STONES, FOR PLEASURE AND FOR SIGHT. HE ALSO GAVE ORDER TO THE SERVANTS THAT THEY SHOULD NOT FORCE THEM TO DRINK, BY BRINGING THEM WINE CONTINUALLY, AS IS THE PRACTICE OF THE PERSIANS, BUT TO PERMIT EVERY ONE OF THE GUESTS TO ENJOY HIMSELF ACCORDING TO HIS OWN INCLINATION. MOREOVER, HE SENT MESSENGERS THROUGH THE COUNTRY, AND GAVE ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE A REMISSION OF THEIR LABORS, AND SHOULD KEEP A FESTIVAL MANY DAYS, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS KINGDOM. IN LIKE MANNER DID VASHTI THE QUEEN GATHER HER GUESTS TOGETHER, AND MADE THEM A FEAST IN THE PALACE. NOW THE KING WAS DESIROUS TO SHOW HER, WHO EXCEEDED ALL OTHER WOMEN IN BEAUTY, TO THOSE THAT FEASTED WITH HIM, AND HE SENT SOME TO COMMAND HER TO COME TO HIS FEAST. BUT SHE, OUT OF REGARD TO THE LAWS OF THE PERSIANS, WHICH FORBID THE WIVES TO BE SEEN BY STRANGERS, DID NOT GO TO THE KING AND THOUGH HE OFTENTIMES SENT THE EUNUCHS TO HER, SHE DID NEVERTHELESS STAY AWAY, AND REFUSED TO COME, TILL THE KING WAS SO MUCH IRRITATED, THAT HE BRAKE UP THE ENTERTAINMENT, AND ROSE UP, AND CALLED FOR THOSE SEVEN WHO HAD THE INTERPRETATION OF THE LAWS COMMITTED TO THEM, AND ACCUSED HIS WIFE, AND SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN AFFRONTED BY HER, BECAUSE THAT WHEN SHE WAS FREQUENTLY CALLED BY HIM TO HIS FEAST, SHE DID NOT OBEY HIM ONCE. HE THEREFORE GAVE ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD INFORM HIM WHAT COULD BE DONE BY THE LAW AGAINST HER. SO ONE OF THEM, WHOSE NAME WAS MEMUCAN, SAID THAT THIS AFFRONT WAS OFFERED NOT TO HIM ALONE, BUT TO ALL THE PERSIANS, WHO WERE IN DANGER OF LEADING THEIR LIVES VERY ILL WITH THEIR WIVES, IF THEY MUST BE THUS DESPISED BY THEM; FOR THAT NONE OF THEIR WIVES WOULD HAVE ANY REVERENCE FOR THEIR HUSBANDS, IF THEY HAD" SUCH AN EXAMPLE OF ARROGANCE IN THE QUEEN TOWARDS THEE, WHO RULEST OVER ALL." ACCORDINGLY, HE EXHORTED HIM TO PUNISH HER, WHO HAD BEEN GUILTY OF SO GREAT AN AFFRONT TO HIM, AFTER A SEVERE MANNER; AND WHEN HE HAD SO DONE, TO PUBLISH TO THE NATIONS WHAT HAD BEEN DECREED ABOUT THE QUEEN. SO, THE RESOLUTION WAS TO PUT VASHTI AWAY, AND TO GIVE HER DIGNITY TO ANOTHER WOMAN. 
2. BUT THE KING HAVING BEEN FOND OF HER, DID NOT WELL BEAR A SEPARATION, AND YET BY THE LAW HE COULD NOT ADMIT OF A RECONCILIATION; SO, HE WAS UNDER TROUBLE, AS NOT HAVING IT IN HIS POWER TO DO WHAT HE DESIRED TO DO. BUT WHEN HIS FRIENDS SAW HIM SO UNEASY, THEY ADVISED HIM TO CAST THE MEMORY OF HIS WIFE, AND HIS LOVE FOR HER, OUT OF HIS MIND, BUT TO SEND ABROAD OVER ALL THE HABITABLE EARTH, AND TO SEARCH OUT FOR COMELY VIRGINS, AND TO TAKE HER WHOM HE SHOULD BEST LIKE FOR HIS WIFE, BECAUSE HIS PASSION FOR HIS FORMER WIFE WOULD BE QUENCHED BY THE INTRODUCTION OF ANOTHER, AND THE KINDNESS HE HAD FOR VASHTI WOULD BE WITHDRAWN FROM HER, AND BE PLACED ON HER THAT WAS WITH HIM. ACCORDINGLY, HE WAS PERSUADED TO FOLLOW THIS ADVICE, AND GAVE ORDER TO CERTAIN PERSONS TO CHOOSE OUT OF THE VIRGINS THAT WERE IN HIS KINGDOM THOSE THAT WERE ESTEEMED THE MOST-COMELY. SO, WHEN A GREAT NUMBER OF THESE VIRGINS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, THERE WAS FOUND A DAMSEL IN BABYLON, WHOSE PARENTS WERE BOTH DEAD, AND SHE WAS BROUGHT UP WITH HER UNCLE MORDECAI, FOR THAT WAS HER UNCLE'S NAME. THIS UNCLE WAS OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, AND WAS ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL PERSONS AMONG THE JEWS. NOW IT PROVED THAT THIS DAMSEL, WHOSE NAME WAS ESTHER, WAS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL OF ALL THE REST, AND THAT THE GRACE OF HER COUNTENANCE DREW THE EYES OF THE SPECTATORS PRINCIPALLY UPON HER. SO, SHE WAS COMMITTED TO ONE OF THE EUNUCHS TO TAKE THE CARE OF HER; AND SHE WAS VERY EXACTLY PROVIDED WITH SWEET ODORS, IN GREAT PLENTY, AND WITH COSTLY OINTMENTS, SUCH AS HER BODY REQUIRED TO BE ANOINTED WITHAL; AND THIS WAS USED FOR SIX MONTHS BY THE VIRGINS, WHO WERE IN NUMBER FOUR HUNDRED. AND WHEN THE EUNUCH THOUGHT THE VIRGINS HAD BEEN SUFFICIENTLY PURIFIED, IN THE FORE MENTIONED TIME, AND WERE NOW FIT TO GO TO THE KING'S BED, HE SENT ONE TO BE WITH THE KING EVER DAY. SO, WHEN HE HAD ACCOMPANIED WITH HER, HE SENT HER BACK TO THE EUNUCH; AND WHEN ESTHER HAD COME TO HIM, HE WAS PLEASED WITH HER, AND FELL IN LOVE WITH THE DAMSEL, AND MARRIED HER, AND MADE HER HIS LAWFUL WIFE, AND KEPT A WEDDING FEAST FOR HER ON THE TWELFTH MONTH OF THE SEVENTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN, WHICH WAS CALLED ADAR. HE ALSO SENT ANGARI, AS THEY ARE CALLED, OR MESSENGERS, UNTO EVERY NATION, AND GAVE ORDERS THAT THEY SHOULD KEEP A FEAST FOR HIS MARRIAGE, WHILE HE HIMSELF TREATED THE PERSIANS AND THE MEDES, AND THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF THE NATIONS, FOR A WHOLE MONTH, ON ACCOUNT OF THIS HIS MARRIAGE. ACCORDINGLY, ESTHER CAME TO HIS ROYAL PALACE, AND HE SET A DIADEM ON HER HEAD. AND THUS, WAS ESTHER MARRIED, WITHOUT MAKING KNOWN TO THE KING WHAT NATION SHE WAS DERIVED FROM. HER UNCLE ALSO REMOVED FROM BABYLON TO SHUSHAN, AND DWELT THERE, BEING EVERY DAY ABOUT THE PALACE, AND INQUIRING HOW THE DAMSEL DID, FOR HE LOVED HER AS THOUGH SHE HAD BEEN HIS OWN DAUGHTER. 
3. NOW THE KING HAD MADE A LAW, THAT NONE OF HIS OWN PEOPLE SHOULD APPROACH HIM UNLESS HE WERE CALLED, WHEN HE SAT UPON HIS THRONE AND MEN, WITH AXES IN THEIR HANDS, STOOD ROUND ABOUT HIS THRONE, IN ORDER TO PUNISH SUCH AS APPROACHED TO HIM WITHOUT BEING CALLED. HOWEVER, THE KING SAT WITH A GOLDEN SCEPTER IN HIS HAND, WHICH HE HELD OUT WHEN HE HAD A MIND TO SAVE ANY ONE OF THOSE THAT APPROACHED TO HIM WITHOUT BEING CALLED, AND HE WHO TOUCHED IT WAS FREE FROM DANGER. BUT OF THIS MATTER WE HAVE DISCOURSED SUFFICIENTLY. 
4. SOME TIME AFTER THIS [TWO EUNUCHS], BIGTHAN AND TERESH, PLOTTED AGAINST THE KING; AND BARNABAZUS, THE SERVANT OF ONE OF THE EUNUCHS, BEING BY BIRTH A JEW, WAS ACQUAINTED WITH THEIR CONSPIRACY, AND DISCOVERED IT TO THE QUEEN'S UNCLE; AND MORDECAI, BY THE MEANS OF ESTHER, MADE THE CONSPIRATORS KNOWN TO THE KING. THIS TROUBLED THE KING; BUT HE DISCOVERED THE TRUTH, AND HANGED THE EUNUCHS UPON A CROSS, WHILE AT THAT TIME HE GAVE NO REWARD]: TO MORDECAI, WHO HAD BEEN THE OCCASION OF HIS PRESERVATION. HE ONLY BID THE SCRIBES TO SET DOWN HIS NAME IN THE RECORDS, AND BID HIM STAY IN THE PALACE, AS AN INTIMATE FRIEND OF THE KING. 
5. NOW THERE WAS ONE HAMAN, THE SON OF AMEDATHA, BY BIRTH AN AMALEKITE, THAT USED TO GO IN TO THE KING; AND THE FOREIGNERS AND PERSIANS WORSHIPPED HIM, AS ARTAXERXES HAD COMMANDED THAT SUCH HONOR SHOULD BE PAID TO HIM; BUT MORDECAI WAS SO WISE, AND SO OBSERVANT OF HIS OWN COUNTRY'S LAWS, THAT HE WOULD NOT WORSHIP THE MAN WHEN HAMAN OBSERVED THIS, HE INQUIRED WHENCE HE CAME; AND WHEN HE UNDERSTOOD THAT HE WAS A JEW, HE HAD INDIGNATION AT HIM, AND SAID WITHIN HIMSELF, THAT WHEREAS THE PERSIANS, WHO WERE FREE MEN, WORSHIPPED HIM, THIS MAN, WHO WAS NO BETTER THAN A SLAVE, DOES NOT VOUCHSAFE TO DO SO. AND WHEN HE DESIRED TO PUNISH MORDECAI, HE THOUGHT IT TOO SMALL A THING TO REQUEST OF THE KING THAT HE ALONE MIGHT BE PUNISHED; HE RATHER DETERMINED TO ABOLISH THE WHOLE NATION, FOR HE WAS NATURALLY AN ENEMY TO THE JEWS, BECAUSE THE NATION OF THE AMALEKITES, OF WHICH HE WAS; HAD BEEN DESTROYED BY THEM. ACCORDINGLY HE CAME TO THE KING, AND ACCUSED THEM, SAYING, "THERE IS A CERTAIN WICKED NATION, AND IT IS DISPERSED OVER ALL THE HABITABLE EARTH THE WAS UNDER HIS DOMINION; A NATION SEPARATE FROM OTHERS, UNSOCIABLE, NEITHER ADMITTING THE SAME SORT OF DIVINE WORSHIP THAT OTHERS DO, NOR USING LAWS LIKE TO THE LAWS OF OTHERS, AT ENMITY WITH THY PEOPLE, AND WITH ALL MEN, BOTH IN THEIR MANNERS AND PRACTICES. NOW, IF THOU WILT BE A BENEFACTOR TO THY SUBJECTS, THOU WILT GIVE ORDER TO DESTROY THEM UTTERLY, AND NOT LEAVE THE LEAST REMAINS OF THEM, NOR PRESERVE ANY OF THEM, EITHER FOR SLAVES OR FOR CAPTIVES." : BUT THAT THE KING MIGHT NOT BE DAMNIFIED BY THE LOSS OF THE TRIBUTES WHICH THE JEWS PAID HIM, HAMAN PROMISED TO GIVE HIM OUT OF HIS OWN ESTATE FORTY THOUSAND TALENTS WHENSOEVER HE PLEASED; AND HE SAID HE WOULD PAY THIS MONEY VERY WILLINGLY, THAT THE KINGDOM MIGHT. BE FREED FROM SUCH A MISFORTUNE. 
6. WHEN HAMAN HAD MADE THIS PETITION, THE KING BOTH FORGAVE HIM THE MONEY, AND GRANTED HIM THE MEN, TO DO WHAT HE WOULD WITH THEM. SO, HAMAN, HAVING GAINED WHAT HE DESIRED, SENT OUT IMMEDIATELY A DECREE, AS FROM THE KING, TO ALL NATIONS, THE CONTENTS WHEREOF WERE THESE: "ARTAXERXES, THE GREAT KING, TO THE RULERS OF THE HUNDRED TWENTY AND SEVEN PROVINCES, FROM INDIA TO ETHIOPIA, SENDS THIS WRITING. WHEREAS I HAVE GOVERNED MANY NATIONS, AND OBTAINED THE DOMINIONS OF ALL THE HABITABLE EARTH, ACCORDING TO MY DESIRE, AND HAVE NOT BEEN OBLIGED TO DO ANY THING THAT IS INSOLENT OR CRUEL TO MY SUBJECTS BY SUCH MY POWER, BUT HAVE SHOWED MYSELF MILD AND GENTLE, BY TAKING CARE OF THEIR PEACE AND GOOD ORDER, AND HAVE SOUGHT HOW THEY MIGHT ENJOY THOSE BLESSINGS FOR ALL TIME TO COME. AND WHEREAS I HAVE BEEN KINDLY INFORMED BY HAMAN, WHO, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS PRUDENCE AND JUSTICE, IS THE FIRST IN MY ESTEEM, AND IN DIGNITY, AND ONLY SECOND TO MYSELF, FOR HIS FIDELITY AND CONSTANT GOODWILL TO ME, THAT THERE IS AN ILL-NATURED NATION INTERMIXED WITH ALL MANKIND, THAT IS AVERSE TO OUR LAWS, AND NOT SUBJECT TO KINGS, AND OF A DIFFERENT CONDUCT OF LIFE FROM OTHERS, THAT HATETH MONARCHY, AND OF A DISPOSITION THAT IS PERNICIOUS TO OUR AFFAIRS, I GIVE ORDER THAT ALL THESE MEN, OF WHOM HAMAN OUR SECOND FATHER HATH INFORMED US, BE DESTROYED, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, AND THAT NONE OF THEM BE SPARED, AND THAT NONE PREFER PITY TO THEM BEFORE OBEDIENCE TO THIS DECREE. AND THIS I WILL TO BE EXECUTED ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE TWELFTH MONTH OF THIS PRESENT YEAR, THAT SO WHEN ALL THAT HAVE ENMITY TO US ARE DESTROYED, AND THIS IN ONE DAY, WE MAY BE ALLOWED TO LEAD THE REST OF OUR LIVES IN PEACE HEREAFTER." NOW WHEN THIS DECREE WAS BROUGHT TO THE CITIES, AND TO THE COUNTRY, ALL WERE READY FOR THE DESTRUCTION AND ENTIRE ABOLISHMENT OF THE JEWS, AGAINST THE DAY BEFORE MENTIONED; AND THEY WERE VERY HASTY ABOUT IT AT SHUSHAN, IN PARTICULAR. ACCORDINGLY, THE KING AND HAMAN SPENT THEIR TIME IN FEASTING TOGETHER WITH GOOD CHEER AND WINE, BUT THE CITY WAS IN DISORDER. 
7. NOW WHEN MORDECAI WAS INFORMED OF WHAT WAS DONE, HE RENT HIS CLOTHES, AND PUT ON SACKCLOTH, AND SPRINKLED ASHES UPON HIS HEAD, AND WENT ABOUT THE CITY, CRYING OUT, THAT "A NATION THAT HAD BEEN INJURIOUS TO NO MAN WAS TO BE DESTROYED." AND HE WENT ON SAYING THUS AS FAR AS TO THE KING'S PALACE, AND THERE HE STOOD, FOR IT WAS NOT LAWFUL FOR HIM TO GO INTO IT IN THAT HABIT. THE SAME THING WAS DONE BY ALL THE JEWS THAT WERE IN THE SEVERAL CITIES WHEREIN THIS DECREE WAS PUBLISHED, WITH LAMENTATION AND MOURNING, ON ACCOUNT OF THE CALAMITIES DENOUNCED AGAINST THEM. BUT AS SOON AS CERTAIN PERSONS HAD TOLD THE QUEEN THAT MORDECAI STOOD BEFORE THE COURT IN A MOURNING HABIT, SHE WAS DISTURBED AT THIS REPORT, AND SENT OUT SUCH AS SHOULD CHANGE HIS GARMENTS; BUT WHEN HE COULD NOT BE INDUCED TO PUT OFF HIS SACKCLOTH, BECAUSE THE SAD OCCASION THAT FORCED HIM TO PUT IT ON WAS NOT YET CEASED, SHE CALLED THE EUNUCH ACRATHEUS, FOR HE WAS THEN PRESENT, AND SENT HIM TO MORDECAI, IN ORDER TO KNOW OF HIM WHAT SAD ACCIDENT HAD BEFALLEN HIM, FOR WHICH HE WAS IN MOURNING, AND WOULD NOT PUT OFF THE HABIT HE HAD PUT ON AT HER DESIRE. THEN DID MORDECAI INFORM THE EUNUCH OF THE OCCASION OF HIS MOURNING, AND OF THE DECREE WHICH WAS SENT BY THE KING INTO ALL THE COUNTRY, AND OF THE PROMISE OF MONEY WHEREBY HAMAN BROUGHT THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR NATION. HE ALSO GAVE HIM A COPY OF WHAT WAS PROCLAIMED AT SHUSHAN, TO BE CARRIED TO ESTHER; AND HE CHARGED HER TO PETITION THE KING ABOUT THIS MATTER, AND NOT TO THINK IT A DISHONORABLE THING IN HER TO PUT ON A HUMBLE HABIT, FOR THE SAFETY OF HER NATION, WHEREIN SHE MIGHT DEPRECATE THE RUIN OF THE JEWS, WHO WERE IN DANGER OF IT; FOR THAT HAMAN, WHOSE DIGNITY WAS ONLY INFERIOR TO THAT OF THE KING, HAD ACCUSED THE JEWS, AND HAD IRRITATED THE KING AGAINST THEM. WHEN SHE WAS INFORMED OF THIS, SHE SENT TO MORDECAI AGAIN, AND TOLD HIM THAT SHE WAS NOT CALLED BY THE KING, AND THAT HE WHO GOES IN TO HIM WITHOUT BEING CALLED, IS TO BE SLAIN, UNLESS WHEN HE IS WILLING TO SAVE ANY ONE, HE HOLDS OUT HIS GOLDEN SCEPTER TO HIM; BUT THAT TO WHOMSOEVER HE DOES SO, ALTHOUGH HE, GO IN WITHOUT BEING CALLED, THAT PERSON IS SO FAR FROM BEING SLAIN, THAT HE OBTAINS PARDON, AND IS ENTIRELY PRESERVED. NOW WHEN THE EUNUCH CARRIED THIS MESSAGE FROM ESTHER TO MORDECAI, HE BADE HIM ALSO TELL HER THAT SHE MUST NOT ONLY PROVIDE FOR HER OWN PRESERVATION, BUT FOR THE COMMON PRESERVATION OF HER NATION, FOR THAT IF SHE NOW NEGLECTED THIS OPPORTUNITY, THERE WOULD CERTAINLY ARISE HELP TO THEM FROM GOD SOME OTHER WAY, BUT SHE AND HER FATHER'S HOUSE WOULD BE DESTROYED BY THOSE WHOM SHE NOW DESPISED. BUT ESTHER SENT THE VERY SAME EUNUCH BACK TO MORDECAI [TO DESIRE HIM] TO GO TO SHUSHAN, AND TO GATHER THE JEWS THAT WERE THERE TOGETHER TO A CONGREGATION, AND TO FAST AND ABSTAIN FROM ALL SORTS OF FOOD, ON HER ACCOUNT, AND [TO LET HIM KNOW THAT] SHE WITH HER MAIDENS WOULD DO THE SAME: AND THEN SHE PROMISED THAT SHE WOULD GO TO THE KING, THOUGH IT WERE AGAINST THE LAW, AND THAT IF SHE MUST DIE FOR IT, SHE WOULD NOT REFUSE IT. 
8. ACCORDINGLY, MORDECAI DID AS ESTHER HAD ENJOINED HIM, AND MADE THE PEOPLE FAST; AND HE BESOUGHT GOD, TOGETHER WITH THEM, NOT TO OVERLOOK HIS NATION, PARTICULARLY AT THIS TIME, WHEN IT WAS GOING TO BE DESTROYED; BUT THAT, AS HE HAD OFTEN BEFORE PROVIDED FOR THEM, AND FORGIVEN, WHEN THEY HAD SINNED, SO HE WOULD NOW DELIVER THEM FROM THAT DESTRUCTION WHICH WAS DENOUNCED AGAINST THEM; FOR ALTHOUGH IT WAS NOT ALL THE NATION THAT HAD OFFENDED, YET MUST THEY SO INGLORIOUSLY BE SLAIN, AND THAT HE WAS HIMSELF THE OCCASION OF THE WRATH OF HAMAN, "BECAUSE," SAID HE, "I DID NOT WORSHIP HIM, NOR COULD I ENDURE TO PAY THAT HONOR TO HIM WHICH I USED TO PAY TO THEE, O LORD; FOR UPON THAT HIS ANGER HATH HE CONTRIVED THIS PRESENT MISCHIEF AGAINST THOSE THAT HAVE NOT TRANSGRESSED THY LAWS." THE SAME SUPPLICATIONS DID THE MULTITUDE PUT UP, AND ENTREATED THAT GOD WOULD PROVIDE FOR THEIR DELIVERANCE, AND FREE THE ISRAELITES THAT WERE IN ALL THE EARTH FROM THIS CALAMITY WHICH WAS NOW COMING UPON THEM, FOR THEY HAD IT BEFORE THEIR EYES, AND EXPECTED ITS COMING. ACCORDINGLY, ESTHER MADE SUPPLICATION TO GOD AFTER THE MANNER OF HER COUNTRY, BY CASTING HERSELF DOWN UPON THE EARTH, AND PUTTING ON HER MOURNING GARMENTS, AND BIDDING FAREWELL TO MEAT AND DRINK, AND ALL DELICACIES, FOR THREE DAYS' TIME; AND SHE ENTREATED GOD TO HAVE MERCY UPON HER, AND MAKE HER WORDS APPEAR PERSUASIVE TO THE KING, AND RENDER HER COUNTENANCE MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN IT WAS BEFORE, THAT BOTH BY HER WORDS AND BEAUTY SHE MIGHT SUCCEED, FOR THE AVERTING OF THE KING'S ANGER, IN CASE HE WERE AT ALL IRRITATED AGAINST HER, AND FOR THE CONSOLATION OF THOSE OF HER OWN COUNTRY, NOW THEY WERE IN THE UTMOST DANGER OF PERISHING; AS ALSO THAT HE WOULD EXCITE A HATRED IN THE KING AGAINST THE ENEMIES OF THE JEWS, AND THOSE THAT HAD CONTRIVED THEIR FUTURE DESTRUCTION, IF THEY PROVED TO BE CONTEMNED BY HIM. 
9. WHEN ESTHER HAD USED THIS SUPPLICATION FOR THREE DAYS, SHE PUT OFF THOSE GARMENTS, AND CHANGED HER HABIT, AND ADORNED HERSELF AS BECAME A QUEEN, AND TOOK TWO OF HER HANDMAIDS WITH HER, THE ONE OF WHICH SUPPORTED HER, AS SHE GENTLY LEANED UPON HER, AND THE OTHER FOLLOWED AFTER, AND LIFTED UP HER LARGE TRAIN (WHICH SWEPT ALONG THE GROUND) WITH THE EXTREMITIES OF HER FINGERS. AND THUS SHE CAME TO THE KING, HAVING A BLUSHING REDNESS IN HER COUNTENANCE, WITH A PLEASANT AGREEABLENESS IN HER BEHAVIOR; YET DID SHE GO IN TO HIM WITH FEAR; AND AS SOON AS SHE WAS COME OVER AGAINST HIM, AS HE WAS SITTING ON HIS THRONE, IN HIS ROYAL APPAREL, WHICH WAS A GARMENT INTERWOVEN WITH GOLD AND PRECIOUS STONES, WHICH MADE HIM SEEM TO HER MORE TERRIBLE, ESPECIALLY WHEN HE LOOKED AT HER SOMEWHAT SEVERELY, AND WITH A COUNTENANCE ON FIRE WITH ANGER, HER JOINTS FAILED HER IMMEDIATELY, OUT OF THE DREAD SHE WAS IN, AND SHE FELL DOWN SIDEWAYS IN A SWOON: BUT THE KING CHANGED HIS MIND, WHICH HAPPENED, AS I SUPPOSE, BY THE WILL OF GOD, AND WAS CONCERNED FOR HIS WIFE, LEST HER FEAR SHOULD BRING SOME VERY ILL THING UPON HER, AND HE LEAPED FROM HIS THRONE, AND TOOK HER IN HIS ARMS, AND RECOVERED HER, BY EMBRACING HER, AND SPEAKING COMFORTABLY TO HER, AND EXHORTING HER TO BE OF GOOD CHEER, AND NOT TO SUSPECT ANY THING THAT WAS SAD ON ACCOUNT OF HER COMING TO HIM WITHOUT BEING CALLED, BECAUSE THAT LAW WAS MADE FOR SUBJECTS, BUT THAT SHE, WHO WAS A QUEEN, AS WELL AS HE A KING, MIGHT BE ENTIRELY SECURE; AND AS HE SAID THIS, HE PUT THE SCEPTER INTO HER HAND, AND LAID HIS ROD UPON HER NECK, ON ACCOUNT OF THE LAW; AND SO FREED HER FROM HER FEAR. AND AFTER SHE HAD RECOVERED HERSELF BY THESE ENCOURAGEMENTS, SHE SAID, "MY LORD, IT IS NOT EASY FOR ME, ON THE SUDDEN, TO SAY WHAT HATH HAPPENED, FOR AS SOON AS I SAW THEE TO BE GREAT, AND COMELY, AND TERRIBLE, MY SPIRIT DEPARTED FROM ME, AND I HAD NO SOUL LEFT IN ME." AND WHILE IT WAS WITH DIFFICULTY, AND IN A LOW VOICE, THAT SHE COULD SAY THUS MUCH, THE KING WAS IN A GREAT AGONY AND DISORDER, AND ENCOURAGED ESTHER TO BE OF GOOD CHEER, AND TO EXPECT BETTER FORTUNE, SINCE HE WAS READY, IF OCCASION SHOULD REQUIRE IT, TO GRANT HER THE HALF OF HIS KINGDOM. ACCORDINGLY, ESTHER DESIRED THAT HE AND HIS FRIEND HAMAN WOULD COME TO HER TO A BANQUET, FOR SHE SAID SHE HAD PREPARED A SUPPER FOR HIM. HE CONSENTED TO IT; AND WHEN THEY WERE THERE, AS THEY WERE DRINKING, HE BID ESTHER TO LET HIM KNOW WHAT SHE DESIRED; FOR THAT SHE SHOULD NOT BE DISAPPOINTED THOUGH SHE SHOULD DESIRE THE HALF OF HIS KINGDOM. BUT SHE PUT OFF THE DISCOVERY OF HER PETITION TILL THE NEXT DAY, IF HE WOULD COME AGAIN, TOGETHER WITH HAMAN, TO HER BANQUET. 
10. NOW WHEN THE KING HAD PROMISED SO TO DO, HAMAN WENT AWAY VERY GLAD, BECAUSE HE ALONE HAD THE HONOR OF SUPPING WITH THE KING AT ESTHER'S BANQUET, AND BECAUSE NO ONE ELSE PARTOOK OF THE SAME HONOR WITH KINGS BUT HIMSELF; YET WHEN HE SAW MORDECAI IN THE COURT, HE WAS VERY MUCH DISPLEASED, FOR HE PAID HIM NO MANNER OF RESPECT WHEN HE SAW HIM. SO HE WENT HOME AND CALLED FOR HIS WIFE ZERESH, AND HIS FRIENDS, AND WHEN THEY WERE COME, HE SHOWED THEM WHAT HONOR HE ENJOYED NOT ONLY FROM THE KING, BUT FROM THE QUEEN ALSO, FOR AS HE ALONE HAD THAT DAY SUPPED WITH HER, TOGETHER WITH THE KING, SO WAS HE ALSO INVITED AGAIN FOR THE NEXT DAY; YET," SAID HE, "AM I NOT PLEASED TO SEE MORDECAI THE JEW IN THE COURT." HEREUPON HIS WIFE ZERESH ADVISED HIM TO GIVE ORDER THAT A, GALLOWS SHOULD BE MADE FIFTY CUBITS HIGH, AND THAT IN THE MORNING HE SHOULD ASK IT OF THE KING THAT MORDECAI MIGHT BE HANGED THEREON. SO, HE COMMENDED HER ADVICE, AND GAVE ORDER TO HIS SERVANTS TO PREPARE THE GALLOWS, AND TO PLACE IT IN THE COURT, FOR THE PUNISHMENT OF MORDECAI THEREON, WHICH WAS ACCORDINGLY PREPARED. BUT GOD LAUGHED TO SCORN THE WICKED EXPECTATIONS OF HAMAN; AND AS HE KNEW WHAT THE EVENT WOULD BE, HE WAS DELIGHTED AT IT, FOR THAT NIGHT HE TOOK AWAY THE KING'S SLEEP; AND AS THE KING WAS NOT WILLING TO LOSE THE TIME OF HIS LYING AWAKE, BUT TO SPEND IT IN SOMETHING THAT MIGHT BE OF ADVANTAGE TO HIS KINGDOM, HE COMMANDED THE SCRIBE TO BRING HIM THE CHRONICLES OF THE FORMER KINGS, AND THE RECORDS OF HIS OWN ACTIONS; AND WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT THEM, AND WAS READING THEM, ONE WAS FOUND TO HAVE RECEIVED A COUNTRY ON ACCOUNT OF HIS EXCELLENT MANAGEMENT ON A CERTAIN OCCASION, AND THE NAME OF THE COUNTRY WAS SET DOWN; ANOTHER WAS FOUND TO HAVE HAD A PRESENT MADE HIM ON ACCOUNT OF HIS FIDELITY: THEN THE SCRIBE CAME TO BIGTHAN AND TERESH, THE EUNUCHS THAT HAD MADE A CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE KING, WHICH MORDECAI HAD DISCOVERED; AND WHEN THE SCRIBE SAID NO MORE BUT THAT, AND WAS GOING ON TO ANOTHER HISTORY, THE KING STOPPED HIM, AND INQUIRED "WHETHER IT WAS NOT ADDED THAT MORDECAI HAD A REWARD GIVEN HIM?" AND WHEN HE SAID THERE WAS NO SUCH ADDITION, HE BADE HIM LEAVE OFF; AND HE INQUIRED OF THOSE THAT WERE APPOINTED FOR THAT PURPOSE, WHAT HOUR OF THE NIGHT IT WAS; AND WHEN HE WAS INFORMED THAT IT WAS ALREADY DAY, HE GAVE ORDER, THAT IF THEY FOUND ANY ONE OF HIS FRIENDS ALREADY COME, AND STANDING BEFORE THE COURT, THEY SHOULD TELL HIM. NOW IT HAPPENED THAT HAMAN WAS FOUND THERE, FOR HE WAS COME SOONER THAN ORDINARY TO PETITION THE KING TO HAVE MORDECAI PUT TO DEATH; AND WHEN THE SERVANTS SAID THAT HAMAN WAS BEFORE THE COURT, HE BID THEM CALL HIM IN; AND WHEN HE WAS COME IN, HE SAID, "BECAUSE I KNOW THAT THOU ART MY ONLY FAST FRIEND, I DESIRE THEE TO GIVE ME ADVICE HOW I MAY HONOR ONE THAT I GREATLY LOVE, AND THAT AFTER A MANNER SUITABLE TO MY MAGNIFICENCE." NOW HAMAN REASONED WITH HIMSELF, THAT WHAT OPINION HE SHOULD GIVE IT WOULD BE FOR HIMSELF, SINCE IT WAS HE ALONE WHO WAS BELOVED BY THE KING: SO HE GAVE THAT ADVICE WHICH HE THOUGHT OF ALL OTHER THE BEST; FOR HE SAID, "IF THOU WOULDST TRULY HONOR A MAN WHOM THOU SAYEST THOU DOST LOVE, GIVE ORDER THAT HE MAY RIDE ON HORSEBACK, WITH THE SAME GARMENT ON WHICH THOU WEAREST, AND WITH A GOLD CHAIN ABOUT HIS NECK, AND LET ONE OF THY INTIMATE FRIENDS GO BEFORE HIM, AND PROCLAIM THROUGH THE WHOLE CITY, THAT WHOSOEVER THE KING HONORETH OBTAINETH THIS MARK OF HIS HONOR." THIS WAS THE ADVICE WHICH HAMAN GAVE, OUT OF A SUPPOSAL THAT SUCH A REWARD WOULD COME TO HIMSELF. HEREUPON THE KING WAS PLEASED WITH THE ADVICE, AND SAID, "GO THOU THEREFORE, FOR THOU HAST THE HORSE, THE GARMENT, AND THE CHAIN, ASK FOR MORDECAI THE JEW, AND GIVE HIM THOSE THINGS, AND GO BEFORE HIS HORSE AND PROCLAIM ACCORDINGLY; FOR THOU ART," SAID HE, "MY INTIMATE FRIEND, AND HAST GIVEN ME GOOD ADVICE; BE THOU THEN THE MINISTER OF WHAT THOU HAST ADVISED ME TO. THIS SHALL BE HIS REWARD FROM US, FOR PRESERVING MY LIFE." WHEN HE HEARD THIS ORDER, WHICH WAS ENTIRELY UNEXPECTED, HE WAS CONFOUNDED IN HIS MIND, AND KNEW NOT WHAT TO DO. HOWEVER, HE WENT OUT AND LED THE HORSE, AND TOOK THE PURPLE GARMENT, AND THE GOLDEN CHAIN FOR THE NECK, AND FINDING MORDECAI BEFORE THE COURT, CLOTHED IN SACKCLOTH, HE BID HIM PUT THAT GARMENT OFF, AND PUT THE PURPLE GARMENT ON. BUT MORDECAI, NOT KNOWING THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER, BUT THINKING THAT IT WAS DONE IN MOCKERY, SAID, "O THOU WRETCH, THE VILEST OF ALL MANKIND, DOST THOU THUS LAUGH AT OUR CALAMITIES?" BUT WHEN HE WAS SATISFIED THAT THE KING BESTOWED THIS HONOR UPON HIM, FOR THE DELIVERANCE HE HAD PROCURED HIM WHEN HE CONVICTED THE EUNUCHS WHO HAD CONSPIRED AGAINST HIM, HE PUT ON THAT PURPLE GARMENT WHICH THE KING ALWAYS WORE, AND PUT THE CHAIN ABOUT HIS NECK, AND GOT ON HORSEBACK, AND WENT ROUND THE CITY, WHILE HAMAN WENT BEFORE AND PROCLAIMED, "THIS SHALL BE THE REWARD WHICH THE KING WILL BESTOW ON EVERY ONE WHOM HE LOVES, AND ESTEEMS WORTHY OF HONOR." AND WHEN THEY HAD GONE, [A] ROUND THE CITY, MORDECAI WENT IN TO THE KING; BUT HAMAN WENT HOME, OUT OF SHAME, AND INFORMED HIS WIFE AND FRIENDS OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED, AND THIS WITH TEARS; WHO SAID, THAT HE WOULD NEVER BE ABLE TO BE REVENGED OF MORDECAI, FOR THAT GOD WAS WITH HIM. 
11. NOW WHILE THESE MEN WERE THUS TALKING ONE TO ANOTHER, ESTHER'S EUNUCHS HASTENED HAMAN AWAY TO COME TO SUPPER; BUT ONE OF THE EUNUCHS, NAMED SABUCHADAS, SAW THE GALLOWS THAT WAS FIXED IN HAMAN'S HOUSE, AND INQUIRED OF ONE OF HIS SERVANTS FOR WHAT PURPOSE THEY HAD PREPARED IT. SO, HE KNEW THAT IT WAS FOR THE QUEEN'S UNCLE, BECAUSE HAMAN WAS ABOUT TO PETITION THE KING THAT HE MIGHT BE PUNISHED; BUT AT PRESENT HE HELD HIS PEACE. NOW WHEN THE KING, WITH HAMAN, WERE AT THE BANQUET, HE DESIRED THE QUEEN TO TELL HIM WHAT GIFTS SHE DESIRED TO OBTAIN, AND ASSURED HER THAT SHE SHOULD HAVE WHATSOEVER SHE HAD A MIND TO. SHE THEN LAMENTED THE DANGER HER PEOPLE WERE IN; AND SAID THAT "SHE AND HER NATION WERE GIVEN UP TO BE DESTROYED, AND THAT SHE, ON THAT ACCOUNT, MADE THIS HER PETITION; THAT SHE WOULD NOT HAVE TROUBLED HIM IF HE HAD ONLY GIVEN ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD BE SOLD INTO BITTER SERVITUDE, FOR SUCH A MISFORTUNE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN INTOLERABLE; BUT SHE DESIRED THAT THEY MIGHT BE DELIVERED FROM SUCH DESTRUCTION." AND WHEN THE KING INQUIRED OF HER WHOM WAS THE AUTHOR OF THIS MISERY TO THEM, SHE THEN OPENLY ACCUSED HAMAN, AND CONVICTED HIM, THAT HE HAD BEEN THE WICKED INSTRUMENT OF THIS, AND HAD FORMED THIS PLOT AGAINST THEM. WHEN THE KING WAS HEREUPON IN DISORDER, AND WAS GONE HASTILY OUT OF THE BANQUET INTO THE GARDENS, HAMAN BEGAN TO INTERCEDE WITH ESTHER, AND TO BESEECH HER TO FORGIVE HIM, AS TO WHAT HE HAD OFFENDED, FOR HE PERCEIVED THAT HE WAS IN A VERY BAD CASE. AND AS HE HAD FALLEN UPON THE QUEEN'S BED, AND WAS MAKING SUPPLICATION TO HER, THE KING CAME IN, AND BEING STILL MORE PROVOKED AT WHAT HE SAW, "O THOU WRETCH," SAID HE, "THOU VILEST OF MANKIND, DOST THOU AIM TO FORCE IN WIFE?" AND WHEN HAMAN WAS ASTONISHED AT THIS, AND NOT ABLE TO SPEAK ONE WORD MORE, SABUCHADAS THE EUNUCH CAME IN AND ACCUSED HAMAN, AND SAID," HE FOUND A, GALLOWS AT HIS HOUSE, PREPARED FOR MORDECAI; FOR THAT THE SERVANT TOLD HIM SO MUCH UPON HIS INQUIRY, WHEN HE WAS SENT TO HIM TO CALL HIM TO SUPPER." HE SAID FURTHER, THAT THE GALLOWS, WAS FIFTY CUBITS HIGH: WHICH, WHEN THE KING HEARD, HE DETERMINED THAT HAMAN SHOULD BE PUNISHED AFTER NO OTHER MANNER THAN THAT WHICH HAD BEEN DEVISED BY HIM AGAINST MORDECAI; SO, HE GAVE ORDER IMMEDIATELY THAT HE SHOULD BE HUNG UPON THOSE GALLOWS, AND BE PUT TO DEATH AFTER THAT MANNER. AND FROM HENCE I CANNOT FORBEAR TO ADMIRE GOD, AND TO LEARN HENCE HIS WISDOM AND HIS JUSTICE, NOT ONLY IN PUNISHING THE WICKEDNESS OF HAMAN, BUT IN SO DISPOSING IT, THAT HE SHOULD UNDERGO THE VERY SAME PUNISHMENT WHICH HE HAD CONTRIVED FOR ANOTHER; AS ALSO BECAUSE THEREBY HE TEACHES OTHERS THIS LESSON, THAT WHAT MISCHIEFS ANY ONE PREPARES AGAINST ANOTHER, HE, WITHOUT KNOWING OF IT, FIRST CONTRIVES IT AGAINST HIMSELF. 
12. WHEREFORE HAMAN, WHO HAD IMMODERATELY ABUSED THE HONOR HE HAD FROM THE KING, WAS DESTROYED AFTER THIS MANNER, AND THE KING GRANTED HIS ESTATE TO THE QUEEN. HE ALSO CALLED FOR MORDECAI, (FOR ESTHER HAD INFORMED HIM THAT SHE WAS AKIN TO HIM,) AND GAVE THAT RING TO MORDECAI WHICH HE HAD BEFORE GIVEN TO HAMAN. THE QUEEN ALSO GAVE HAMAN'S ESTATE TO MORDECAI; AND PRAYED THE KING TO DELIVER THE NATION OF THE JEWS FROM THE FEAR OF DEATH, AND SHOWED HIM WHAT HAD BEEN WRITTEN OVER ALL THE COUNTRY BY HAMAN THE SON OF AMMEDATHA; FOR THAT IF HER COUNTRY WERE DESTROYED, AND HER COUNTRYMEN WERE TO PERISH, SHE COULD NOT BEAR TO LIVE HERSELF ANY LONGER. SO THE KING PROMISED HER THAT HE WOULD NOT DO ANY THING THAT SHOULD BE DISAGREEABLE TO HER, NOR CONTRADICT WHAT SHE DESIRED; BUT HE BID HER WRITE WHAT SHE PLEASED ABOUT THE JEWS, IN THE KING'S NAME, AND SEAL IT WITH HIS SEAL, AND SEND IT TO ALL HIS KINGDOM, FOR THAT THOSE WHO READ EPISTLES WHOSE AUTHORITY IS SECURED BY HAVING THE KING'S SEAL TO THEM, WOULD NO WAY CONTRADICT WHAT WAS WRITTEN THEREIN. SO, HE COMMANDED THE KING'S SCRIBES TO BE SENT FOR, AND TO WRITE TO THE NATIONS, ON THE JEWS' BEHALF, AND TO HIS LIEUTENANTS AND GOVERNORS, THAT WERE OVER HIS HUNDRED TWENTY AND SEVEN PROVINCES, FROM INDIA TO ETHIOPIA. NOW THE CONTENTS OF THIS EPISTLE WERE THESE: "THE GREAT KING ARTAXERXES TO OUR RULERS, AND THOSE THAT ARE OUR FAITHFUL SUBJECTS, SENDETH GREETING. MANY MEN THERE ARE WHO, ON ACCOUNT OF THE GREATNESS OF THE BENEFITS BESTOWED ON THEM, AND BECAUSE OF THE HONOR WHICH THEY HAVE OBTAINED FROM THE WONDERFUL KIND TREATMENT OF THOSE THAT BESTOWED IT, ARE NOT ONLY INJURIOUS TO THEIR INFERIORS, BUT DO NOT SCRUPLE TO DO EVIL TO THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN THEIR BENEFACTORS, AS IF THEY WOULD TAKE AWAY GRATITUDE FROM AMONG MEN, AND BY THEIR INSOLENT ABUSE OF SUCH BENEFITS AS THEY NEVER EXPECTED, THEY TURN THE ABUNDANCE THEY HAVE AGAINST THOSE THAT ARE THE AUTHORS OF IT, AND SUPPOSE THEY SHALL LIE CONCEALED FROM GOD IN THAT CASE, AND AVOID THAT VENGEANCE WHICH COMES FROM HIM. SOME OF THESE MEN, WHEN THEY HAVE HAD THE MANAGEMENT OF AFFAIRS COMMITTED TO THEM BY THEIR FRIENDS, AND BEARING PRIVATE MALICE OF THEIR OWN AGAINST SOME OTHERS, BY DECEIVING THOSE THAT HAVE THE POWER, PERSUADE THEM TO BE ANGRY AT SUCH AS HAVE DONE THEM NO HARM, TILL THEY ARE IN DANGER OF PERISHING, AND THIS BY LAYING ACCUSATIONS AND CALUMNIES: NOR IS THIS STATE OF THINGS TO BE DISCOVERED BY ANCIENT EXAMPLES, OR SUCH AS WE HAVE LEARNED BY REPORT ONLY, BUT BY SOME EXAMPLES OF SUCH IMPUDENT ATTEMPTS UNDER OUR OWN EYES; SO THAT IT IS NOT FIT TO ATTEND ANY LONGER TO CALUMNIES AND ACCUSATIONS, NOR TO THE PERSUASIONS OF OTHERS, BUT TO DETERMINE WHAT ANY ONE KNOWS OF HIMSELF TO HAVE BEEN REALLY DONE, AND TO PUNISH WHAT JUSTLY DESERVES IT, AND TO GRANT FAVORS TO SUCH AS ARE INNOCENT. THIS HATH BEEN THE CASE OF HAMAN, THE SON OF AMMEDATHA, BY BIRTH AN AMALEKITE, AND ALIEN FROM THE BLOOD OF THE PERSIANS, WHO, WHEN HE WAS HOSPITABLY ENTERTAINED BY US, AND PARTOOK OF THAT KINDNESS WHICH WE BEAR TO ALL MEN TO SO GREAT A DEGREE, AS TO BE CALLED MY FATHER, AND TO BE ALL ALONG WORSHIPPED, AND TO HAVE HONOR PAID HIM BY ALL IN THE SECOND RANK AFTER THE ROYAL HONOR DUE TO OURSELVES, HE COULD NOT BEAR HIS GOOD FORTUNE, NOR GOVERN THE MAGNITUDE OF HIS PROSPERITY WITH SOUND REASON; NAY, HE MADE A CONSPIRACY AGAINST ME AND MY LIFE, WHO GAVE HIM HIS AUTHORITY, BY ENDEAVORING TO TAKE AWAY MORDECAI, MY BENEFACTOR, AND MY SAVIOR, AND BY BASELY AND TREACHEROUSLY REQUIRING TO HAVE ESTHER, THE PARTNER OF MY LIFE, AND OF MY DOMINION, BROUGHT TO DESTRUCTION; FOR HE CONTRIVED BY THIS MEANS TO DEPRIVE ME OF MY FAITHFUL FRIENDS, AND TRANSFER THE GOVERNMENT TO OTHERS: BUT SINCE I PERCEIVED THAT THESE JEWS, THAT WERE BY THIS PERNICIOUS FELLOW DEVOTED TO DESTRUCTION, WERE NOT WICKED MEN, BUT CONDUCTED THEIR LIVES AFTER THE BEST MANNER, AND WERE MEN DEDICATED TO THE WORSHIP OF THAT GOD WHO HATH PRESERVED THE KINGDOM TO ME AND TO MY ANCESTORS, I DO NOT ONLY FREE THEM FROM THE PUNISHMENT WHICH THE FORMER EPISTLE, WHICH WAS SENT BY HAMAN, ORDERED TO BE INFLICTED ON THEM, TO WHICH IF YOU REFUSE OBEDIENCE, YOU SHALL DO WELL; BUT I WILL THAT THEY HAVE ALL HONOR PAID TO THEM. ACCORDINGLY, I HAVE HANGED UP THE MAN THAT CONTRIVED SUCH THINGS AGAINST THEM, WITH HIS FAMILY, BEFORE THE GATES OF SHUSHAN; THAT PUNISHMENT BEING SENT UPON HIM BY GOD, WHO SEETH ALL THINGS. AND I GIVE YOU IN CHARGE, THAT YOU PUBLICLY PROPOSE A COPY OF THIS EPISTLE THROUGH ALL MY KINGDOM, THAT THE JEWS MAY BE PERMITTED PEACEABLY TO USE THEIR OWN LAWS, AND THAT YOU ASSIST THEM, THAT AT THE SAME SEASON WHERETO THEIR MISERABLE ESTATE DID BELONG, THEY MAY DEFEND THEMSELVES THE VERY SAME DAY FROM UNJUST VIOLENCE, THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF THE TWELFTH MONTH, WHICH IS ADAR; FOR GOD HATH MADE THAT DAY A DAY OF SALVATION INSTEAD OF A DAY OF DESTRUCTION TO THEM; AND MAY IT BE A GOOD DAY TO THOSE THAT WISH US WELL, AND A MEMORIAL OF THE PUNISHMENT OF THE CONSPIRATORS AGAINST US: AND I WILL THAT YOU TAKE NOTICE, THAT EVERY CITY, AND EVERY NATION, THAT SHALL DISOBEY ANY THING THAT IS CONTAINED IN THIS EPISTLE, SHALL BE DESTROYED BY FIRE AND SWORD. HOWEVER, LET THIS EPISTLE BE PUBLISHED THROUGH ALL THE COUNTRY THAT IS UNDER OUR OBEDIENCE, AND LET ALL THE JEWS, BY ALL MEANS, BE READY AGAINST THE DAY BEFORE MENTIONED, THAT THEY MAY AVENGE THEMSELVES UPON THEIR ENEMIES." 
13. ACCORDINGLY, THE HORSEMEN WHO CARRIED THE EPISTLES PROCEEDED ON THE WAYS WHICH THEY WERE TO GO WITH SPEED: BUT AS FOR MORDECAI, AS SOON AS HE HAD ASSUMED THE ROYAL GARMENT, AND THE CROWN OF GOLD, AND HAD PUT THE CHAIN ABOUT HIS NECK, HE WENT FORTH IN A PUBLIC PROCESSION; AND WHEN THE JEWS WHO WERE AT SHUSHAN SAW HIM IN SO GREAT HONOR WITH THE KING, THEY THOUGHT HIS GOOD FORTUNE WAS COMMON TO THEMSELVES ALSO, AND JOY AND A BEAM OF SALVATION ENCOMPASSED THE JEWS, BOTH THOSE THAT WERE IN THE CITIES, AND THOSE THAT WERE IN THE COUNTRIES, UPON THE PUBLICATION OF THE KING'S LETTERS, INSOMUCH THAT MANY EVEN OF OTHER NATIONS CIRCUMCISED THEIR FORESKIN FOR FEAR OF THE JEWS, THAT THEY MIGHT PROCURE SAFETY TO THEMSELVES THEREBY; FOR ON THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF THE TWELFTH MONTH, WHICH ACCORDING TO THE HEBREWS IS CALLED ADAR, BUT ACCORDING TO THE MACEDONIANS, DYSTRUS, THOSE THAT CARRIED THE KING'S EPISTLE GAVE THEM NOTICE, THAT THE SAME DAY WHEREIN THEIR DANGER WAS TO HAVE BEEN, ON THAT VERY DAY SHOULD THEY DESTROY THEIR ENEMIES. BUT NOW THE RULERS OF THE PROVINCES, AND THE TYRANTS, AND THE KINGS, AND THE SCRIBES, HAD THE JEWS IN ESTEEM; FOR THE FEAR THEY WERE IN OF MORDECAI FORCED THEM TO ACT WITH DISCRETION. NOW WHEN THE ROYAL DECREE WAS COME TO ALL THE COUNTRY THAT WAS SUBJECT TO THE KING, IT FELL OUT THAT THE JEWS AT SHUSHAN SLEW FIVE HUNDRED OF THEIR ENEMIES; AND WHEN THE KING HAD TOLD ESTHER THE NUMBER OF THOSE THAT WERE SLAIN IN THAT CITY, BUT DID NOT WELL KNOW WHAT HAD BEEN DONE IN THE PROVINCES, HE ASKED HER WHETHER SHE WOULD HAVE ANY THING FURTHER DONE AGAINST THEM, FOR THAT IT SHOULD BE DONE ACCORDINGLY: UPON WHICH SHE DESIRED THAT THE JEWS MIGHT BE PERMITTED TO TREAT THEIR REMAINING ENEMIES IN THE SAME MANNER THE NEXT DAY; AS ALSO THAT THEY MIGHT HANG THE TEN SONS OF HAMAN UPON THE GALLOWS. SO, THE KING PERMITTED THE JEWS SO TO DO, AS DESIROUS NOT TO CONTRADICT ESTHER. SO, THEY GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER AGAIN ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH DYSTRUS, AND SLEW ABOUT THREE HUNDRED OF THEIR ENEMIES, BUT TOUCHED NOTHING OF WHAT RICHES THEY HAD. NOW THERE WERE SLAIN BY THE JEWS THAT WERE IN THE COUNTRY, AND IN THE OTHER CITIES, SEVENTY-FIVE THOUSAND OF THEIR ENEMIES, AND THESE WERE SLAIN ON THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH, AND THE NEXT DAY THEY KEPT AS A FESTIVAL. IN LIKE MANNER THE JEWS THAT WERE IN SHUSHAN GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND FEASTED ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY, AND THAT WHICH FOLLOWED IT; WHENCE IT IS THAT EVEN NOW ALL THE JEWS THAT ARE IN THE HABITABLE EARTH KEEP THESE DAYS FESTIVAL, AND SEND PORTIONS TO ONE ANOTHER. MORDECAI ALSO WROTE TO THE JEWS THAT LIVED IN THE KINGDOM OF ARTAXERXES TO OBSERVE THESE DAYS, AND CELEBRATE THEM AS FESTIVALS, AND TO DELIVER THEM DOWN TO POSTERITY, THAT THIS FESTIVAL MIGHT CONTINUE FOR ALL TIME TO COME, AND THAT IT MIGHT NEVER BE BURIED IN OBLIVION; FOR SINCE THEY WERE ABOUT TO BE DESTROYED ON THESE DAYS BY HAMAN, THEY WOULD DO A RIGHT THING, UPON ESCAPING THE DANGER IN THEM, AND ON THEM INFLICTING PUNISHMENT ON THEIR ENEMIES, TO OBSERVE THOSE DAYS, AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD ON THEM; FOR WHICH CAUSE THE JEWS STILL KEEP THE FORE MENTIONED DAYS, AND CALL THEM DAYS OF PHURIM [OR PURIM.] AND MORDECAI BECAME A GREAT AND ILLUSTRIOUS PERSON WITH THE KING, AND ASSISTED HIM IN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE. HE ALSO LIVED WITH THE QUEEN; SO THAT THE AFFAIRS OF THE JEWS WERE, BY THEIR MEANS, BETTER THAN THEY COULD EVER HAVE HOPED FOR. AND THIS WAS THE STATE OF THE JEWS UNDER THE REIGN OF ARTAXERXES.
CHAPTER 7. HOW JOHN SLEW HIS BROTHER JESUS IN THE TEMPLE; AND HOW BAGOSES OFFERED MANY INJURIES TO THE JEWS; AND WHAT SANBALLAT DID. 
1. WHEN ELIASHIB THE HIGH PRIEST WAS DEAD, HIS SON JUDAS SUCCEEDED IN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD; AND WHEN HE WAS DEAD, HIS SON JOHN TOOK THAT DIGNITY; ON WHOSE ACCOUNT IT WAS ALSO THAT BAGOSES, THE GENERAL OF ANOTHER ARTAXERXES'S ARMY, POLLUTED THE TEMPLE, AND IMPOSED TRIBUTES ON THE JEWS, THAT OUT OF THE PUBLIC STOCK, BEFORE THEY OFFERED THE DAILY SACRIFICES, THEY SHOULD PAY FOR EVERY LAMB FIFTY SHEKELS. NOW JESUS WAS THE BROTHER OF JOHN, AND WAS A FRIEND OF BAGOSES, WHO HAD PROMISED TO PROCURE HIM THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD. IN CONFIDENCE OF WHOSE SUPPORT, JESUS QUARRELED WITH JOHN IN THE TEMPLE, AND SO PROVOKED HIS BROTHER, THAT IN HIS ANGER HIS BROTHER SLEW HIM. NOW IT WAS A HORRIBLE THING FOR JOHN, WHEN HE WAS HIGH PRIEST, TO PERPETRATE SO GREAT A CRIME, AND SO MUCH THE MORE HORRIBLE, THAT THERE NEVER WAS SO CRUEL AND IMPIOUS A THING DONE, NEITHER BY THE GREEKS NOR BARBARIANS. HOWEVER, GOD DID NOT NEGLECT ITS PUNISHMENT, BUT THE PEOPLE WERE ON THAT VERY ACCOUNT ENSLAVED, AND THE TEMPLE WAS POLLUTED BY THE PERSIANS. NOW WHEN BAGOSES, THE GENERAL OF ARTAXERXES'S ARMY, KNEW THAT JOHN, THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE JEWS, HAD SLAIN HIS OWN BROTHER JESUS IN THE TEMPLE, HE CAME UPON THE JEWS IMMEDIATELY, AND BEGAN IN ANGER TO SAY TO THEM," HAVE YOU HAD THE IMPUDENCE TO PERPETRATE A MURDER IN YOUR TEMPLE?" AND AS HE WAS AIMING TO GO INTO THE TEMPLE, THEY FORBADE HIM SO TO DO; BUT HE SAID TO THEM," AM NOT I PURER THAN HE THAT WAS SLAIN IN THE TEMPLE?" AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THESE WORDS, HE WENT INTO THE TEMPLE. ACCORDINGLY, BAGOSES MADE USE OF THIS PRETENSE, AND PUNISHED THE JEWS SEVEN YEARS FOR THE MURDER OF JESUS. 
2. NOW WHEN JOHN HAD DEPARTED THIS LIFE, HIS SON JADDUA SUCCEEDED IN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD. HE HAD A, BROTHER WHOSE NAME WAS MANASSEH. NOW THERE WAS ONE SANBALLAT, WHO WAS SENT BY DARIUS, THE LAST KING [OF PERSIA], INTO SAMARIA. HE WAS A CUTHEAM BY BIRTH; OF WHICH STOCK WERE THE SAMARITANS ALSO. THIS MAN KNEW THAT THE CITY JERUSALEM WAS A FAMOUS CITY, AND THAT THEIR KINGS HAD GIVEN A GREAT DEAL OF TROUBLE TO THE ASSYRIANS, AND THE PEOPLE OF CELESYRIA; SO THAT HE WILLINGLY GAVE HIS DAUGHTER, WHOSE NAME WAS NICASO, IN MARRIAGE TO MANASSEH, AS THINKING THIS ALLIANCE BY MARRIAGE WOULD BE A PLEDGE AND SECURITY THAT THE NATION OF THE JEWS SHOULD CONTINUE THEIR GOODWILL TO HIM.
CHAPTER 8. CONCERNING SANBALLAT AND MANASSEH, AND THE TEMPLE WHICH THEY BUILT ON MOUNT GERIZZIM; AS ALSO HOW ALEXANDER MADE HIS ENTRY INTO THE CITY JERUSALEM, AND WHAT BENEFITS HE BESTOWED ON THE JEWS. 
1. ABOUT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT PHILIP, KING OF MACEDON, WAS TREACHEROUSLY ASSAULTED AND SLAIN AT EGAE BY PAUSANIAS, THE SON OF CERASTES, WHO WAS DERIVED FROM THE FAMILY OF ORESTE, AND HIS SON ALEXANDER SUCCEEDED HIM IN THE KINGDOM; WHO, PASSING OVER THE HELLESPONT, OVERCAME THE GENERALS OF DARIUS'S ARMY IN A BATTLE FOUGHT AT GRANICUM. SO, HE MARCHED OVER LYDIA, AND SUBDUED IONIA, AND OVERRAN CARIA, AND FELL UPON THE PLACES OF PAMPHYLIA, AS HAS BEEN RELATED ELSEWHERE. 
2. BUT THE ELDERS OF JERUSALEM BEING VERY UNEASY THAT THE BROTHER OF JADDUA THE HIGH PRIEST, THOUGH MARRIED TO A FOREIGNER, SHOULD BE A PARTNER WITH HIM IN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, QUARRELED WITH HIM; FOR THEY ESTEEMED THIS MAN'S MARRIAGE A STEP TO SUCH AS SHOULD BE DESIROUS OF TRANSGRESSING ABOUT THE MARRIAGE OF [STRANGE] WIVES, AND THAT THIS WOULD BE THE BEGINNING OF A MUTUAL SOCIETY WITH FOREIGNERS, ALTHOUGH THE OFFENSE OF SOME ABOUT MARRIAGES, AND THEIR HAVING MARRIED WIVES THAT WERE NOT OF THEIR OWN COUNTRY, HAD BEEN AN OCCASION OF THEIR FORMER CAPTIVITY, AND OF THE MISERIES THEY THEN UNDERWENT; SO THEY COMMANDED MANASSEH TO DIVORCE HIS WIFE, OR NOT TO APPROACH THE ALTAR, THE HIGH PRIEST HIMSELF JOINING WITH THE PEOPLE IN THEIR INDIGNATION AGAINST HIS BROTHER, AND DRIVING HIM AWAY FROM THE ALTAR. WHEREUPON MANASSEH CAME TO HIS FATHER-IN-LAW, SANBALLAT, AND TOLD HIM, THAT ALTHOUGH HE LOVED HIS DAUGHTER NICASO, YET WAS HE NOT WILLING TO BE DEPRIVED OF HIS SACERDOTAL DIGNITY ON HER ACCOUNT, WHICH WAS THE PRINCIPAL DIGNITY IN THEIR NATION, AND ALWAYS CONTINUED IN THE SAME FAMILY. AND THEN SANBALLAT PROMISED HIM NOT ONLY TO PRESERVE TO HIM THE HONOR OF HIS PRIESTHOOD, BUT TO PROCURE FOR HIM THE POWER AND DIGNITY OF A HIGH PRIEST, AND WOULD MAKE HIM GOVERNOR OF ALL THE PLACES HE HIMSELF NOW RULED, IF HE WOULD KEEP HIS DAUGHTER FOR HIS WIFE. HE ALSO TOLD HIM FURTHER, THAT HE WOULD BUILD HIM A TEMPLE LIKE THAT AT JERUSALEM, UPON MOUNT GERIZZINI, WHICH IS THE HIGHEST OF ALL THE MOUNTAINS THAT ARE IN SAMARIA; AND HE PROMISED THAT HE WOULD DO THIS WITH THE APPROBATION OF DARIUS THE KING. MANASSEH WAS ELEVATED WITH THESE PROMISES, AND STAID WITH SANBALLAT, UPON A SUPPOSAL THAT HE SHOULD GAIN A HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AS BESTOWED ON HIM BY DARIUS, FOR IT HAPPENED THAT SANBALLAT WAS THEN IN YEARS. BUT THERE WAS NOW A GREAT DISTURBANCE AMONG THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM, BECAUSE MANY OF THOSE PRIESTS AND LEVITES WERE ENTANGLED IN SUCH MATCHES; FOR THEY ALL REVOLTED TO MANASSEH, AND SANBALLAT AFFORDED THEM MONEY, AND DIVIDED AMONG THEM LAND FOR TILLAGE, AND HABITATIONS ALSO, AND ALL THIS IN ORDER EVERY WAY TO GRATIFY HIS SON-IN-LAW. 
3. ABOUT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT DARIUS HEARD HOW ALEXANDER HAD PASSED OVER THE HELLESPONT, AND HAD BEATEN HIS LIEUTENANTS IN THE BATTLE AT GRANICUM, AND WAS PROCEEDING FURTHER; WHEREUPON HE GATHERED TOGETHER AN ARMY OF HORSE AND FOOT, AND DETERMINED THAT HE WOULD MEET THE MACEDONIANS BEFORE THEY SHOULD ASSAULT AND CONQUER ALL ASIA. SO, HE PASSED OVER THE RIVER EUPHRATES, AND CAME OVER TAURUS, THE CILICIAN MOUNTAIN, AND AT ISSUS OF CILICIA HE WAITED FOR THE ENEMY, AS READY THERE TO GIVE HIM BATTLE. UPON WHICH SANBALLAT WAS GLAD THAT DARIUS WAS COME DOWN; AND TOLD MANASSEH THAT HE WOULD SUDDENLY PERFORM HIS PROMISES TO HIM, AND THIS AS SOON AS EVER DARIUS SHOULD COME BACK, AFTER HE HAD BEATEN HIS ENEMIES; FOR NOT HE ONLY, BUT ALL THOSE THAT WERE IN ASIA ALSO, WERE PERSUADED THAT THE MACEDONIANS WOULD NOT SO MUCH AS COME TO A BATTLE WITH THE PERSIANS, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR MULTITUDE. BUT THE EVENT PROVED OTHERWISE THAN THEY EXPECTED; FOR THE KING JOINED BATTLE WITH THE MACEDONIANS, AND WAS BEATEN, AND LOST A GREAT PART OF HIS ARMY. HIS MOTHER ALSO, AND HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN, WERE TAKEN CAPTIVES, AND HE FLED INTO PERSIA. SO ALEXANDER CAME INTO SYRIA, AND TOOK DAMASCUS; AND WHEN HE HAD OBTAINED SIDON, HE BESIEGED TYRE, WHEN HE SENT ALL EPISTLE TO THE JEWISH HIGH PRIEST, TO SEND HIM SOME AUXILIARIES, AND TO SUPPLY HIS ARMY WITH PROVISIONS; AND THAT WHAT PRESENTS HE FORMERLY SENT TO DARIUS, HE WOULD NOW SEND TO HIM, AND CHOOSE THE FRIENDSHIP OF THE MACEDONIANS, AND THAT HE SHOULD NEVER REPENT OF SO DOING. BUT THE HIGH PRIEST ANSWERED THE MESSENGERS, THAT HE HAD GIVEN HIS OATH TO DARIUS NOT TO BEAR ARMS AGAINST HIM; AND HE SAID THAT HE WOULD NOT TRANSGRESS THIS WHILE DARIUS WAS IN THE LAND OF THE LIVING. UPON HEARING THIS ANSWER, ALEXANDER WAS VERY ANGRY; AND THOUGH HE DETERMINED NOT TO LEAVE TYRE, WHICH WAS JUST READY TO BE TAKEN, YET AS SOON AS HE HAD TAKEN IT, HE THREATENED THAT HE WOULD MAKE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE JEWISH HIGH PRIEST, AND THROUGH HIM TEACH ALL MEN TO WHOM THEY MUST KEEP THEIR OATHS. SO, WHEN HE HAD, WITH A GOOD DEAL OF PAINS DURING THE SIEGE, TAKEN TYRE, AND HAD SETTLED ITS AFFAIRS, HE CAME TO THE CITY OF GAZA, AND BESIEGED BOTH THE CITY AND HIM THAT WAS GOVERNOR OF THE GARRISON, WHOSE NAME WAS BABEMESES. 
4. BUT SANBALLAT THOUGHT HE HAD NOW GOTTEN A PROPER OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE HIS ATTEMPT, SO HE RENOUNCED DARIUS, AND TAKING WITH HIM SEVEN THOUSAND OF HIS OWN SUBJECTS, HE CAME TO ALEXANDER; AND FINDING HIM BEGINNING THE SIEGE OF TYRE, HE SAID TO HIM, THAT HE DELIVERED UP TO HIM THESE MEN, WHO CAME OUT OF PLACES UNDER HIS DOMINION, AND DID GLADLY ACCEPT OF HIM FOR HIS LORD INSTEAD OF DARIUS. SO, WHEN ALEXANDER HAD RECEIVED HIM KINDLY, SANBALLAT THEREUPON TOOK COURAGE, AND SPOKE TO HIM ABOUT HIS PRESENT AFFAIR. HE TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD A SON-IN-LAW, MANASSEH, WHO WAS BROTHER TO THE HIGH PRIEST JADDUA; AND THAT THERE WERE MANY OTHERS OF HIS OWN NATION, NOW WITH HIM, THAT WERE DESIROUS TO HAVE A TEMPLE IN THE PLACES SUBJECT TO HIM; THAT IT WOULD BE FOR THE KING'S ADVANTAGE TO HAVE THE STRENGTH OF THE JEWS DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS, LEST WHEN THE NATION IS OF ONE MIND, AND UNITED, UPON ANY ATTEMPT FOR INNOVATION, IT PROVE TROUBLESOME TO KINGS, AS IT HAD FORMERLY PROVED TO THE KINGS OF ASSYRIA. WHEREUPON ALEXANDER GAVE SANBALLAT LEAVE SO TO DO, WHO USED THE UTMOST DILIGENCE, AND BUILT THE TEMPLE, AND MADE MANASSEH THE PRIEST, AND DEEMED IT A GREAT REWARD THAT HIS DAUGHTER'S CHILDREN SHOULD HAVE THAT DIGNITY; BUT WHEN THE SEVEN MONTHS OF THE SIEGE OF TYRE WERE OVER, AND THE TWO MONTHS OF THE SIEGE OF GAZA, SANBALLAT DIED. NOW ALEXANDER, WHEN HE HAD TAKEN GAZA, MADE HASTE TO GO UP TO JERUSALEM; AND JADDUA THE HIGH PRIEST, WHEN HE HEARD THAT, WAS IN AN AGONY, AND UNDER TERROR, AS NOT KNOWING HOW HE SHOULD MEET THE MACEDONIANS, SINCE THE KING WAS DISPLEASED AT HIS FOREGOING DISOBEDIENCE. HE THEREFORE ORDAINED THAT THE PEOPLE SHOULD MAKE SUPPLICATIONS, AND SHOULD JOIN WITH HIM IN OFFERING SACRIFICE TO GOD, WHOM HE BESOUGHT TO PROTECT THAT NATION, AND TO DELIVER THEM FROM THE PERILS THAT WERE COMING UPON THEM; WHEREUPON GOD WARNED HIM IN A DREAM, WHICH CAME UPON HIM AFTER HE HAD OFFERED SACRIFICE, THAT HE SHOULD TAKE COURAGE, AND ADORN THE CITY, AND OPEN THE GATES; THAT THE REST SHOULD APPEAR IN WHITE GARMENTS, BUT THAT HE AND THE PRIESTS SHOULD MEET THE KING IN THE HABITS PROPER TO THEIR ORDER, WITHOUT THE DREAD OF ANY ILL CONSEQUENCES, WHICH THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD WOULD PREVENT. UPON WHICH, WHEN HE ROSE FROM HIS SLEEP, HE GREATLY REJOICED, AND DECLARED TO ALL THE WARNING HE HAD RECEIVED FROM GOD. ACCORDING TO WHICH DREAM HE ACTED ENTIRELY, AND SO WAITED FOR THE COMING OF THE KING. 
5. AND WHEN HE UNDERSTOOD THAT HE WAS NOT FAR FROM THE CITY, HE WENT OUT IN PROCESSION, WITH THE PRIESTS AND THE MULTITUDE OF THE CITIZENS. THE PROCESSION WAS VENERABLE, AND THE MANNER OF IT DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF OTHER NATIONS. IT REACHED TO A PLACE CALLED SAPHA, WHICH NAME, TRANSLATED INTO GREEK, SIGNIFIES A PROSPECT, FOR YOU HAVE THENCE A PROSPECT BOTH OF JERUSALEM AND OF THE TEMPLE. AND WHEN THE PHOENICIANS AND THE CHALDEANS THAT FOLLOWED HIM THOUGHT THEY SHOULD HAVE LIBERTY TO PLUNDER THE CITY, AND TORMENT THE HIGH PRIEST TO DEATH, WHICH THE KING'S DISPLEASURE FAIRLY PROMISED THEM, THE VERY REVERSE OF IT HAPPENED; FOR ALEXANDER, WHEN HE SAW THE MULTITUDE AT A DISTANCE, IN WHITE GARMENTS, WHILE THE PRIESTS STOOD CLOTHED WITH FINE LINEN, AND THE HIGH PRIEST IN PURPLE AND SCARLET CLOTHING, WITH HIS MITER ON HIS HEAD, HAVING THE GOLDEN PLATE WHEREON THE NAME OF GOD WAS ENGRAVED, HE APPROACHED BY HIMSELF, AND ADORED THAT NAME, AND FIRST SALUTED THE HIGH PRIEST. THE JEWS ALSO DID ALL TOGETHER, WITH ONE VOICE, SALUTE ALEXANDER, AND ENCOMPASS HIM ABOUT; WHEREUPON THE KINGS OF SYRIA AND THE REST WERE SURPRISED AT WHAT ALEXANDER HAD DONE, AND SUPPOSED HIM DISORDERED IN HIS MIND. HOWEVER, PARMENIO ALONE WENT UP TO HIM, AND ASKED HIM HOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT, WHEN ALL OTHERS ADORED HIM, HE SHOULD ADORE THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE JEWS? TO WHOM HE REPLIED, "I DID NOT ADORE HIM, BUT THAT GOD WHO HATH HONORED HIM WITH HIS HIGH PRIESTHOOD; FOR I SAW THIS VERY PERSON IN A DREAM, IN THIS VERY HABIT, WHEN I WAS AT DIOS IN MACEDONIA, WHO, WHEN I WAS CONSIDERING WITH MYSELF HOW I MIGHT OBTAIN THE DOMINION OF ASIA, EXHORTED ME TO MAKE NO DELAY, BUT BOLDLY TO PASS OVER THE SEA THITHER, FOR THAT HE WOULD CONDUCT MY ARMY, AND WOULD GIVE ME THE DOMINION OVER THE PERSIANS; WHENCE IT IS THAT, HAVING SEEN NO OTHER IN THAT HABIT, AND NOW SEEING THIS PERSON IN IT, AND REMEMBERING THAT VISION, AND THE EXHORTATION WHICH I HAD IN MY DREAM, I BELIEVE THAT I BRING THIS ARMY UNDER THE DIVINE CONDUCT, AND SHALL THEREWITH CONQUER DARIUS, AND DESTROY THE POWER OF THE PERSIANS, AND THAT ALL THINGS WILL SUCCEED ACCORDING TO WHAT IS IN MY OWN MIND." AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS TO PARMENIO, AND HAD GIVEN THE HIGH PRIEST HIS RIGHT HAND, THE PRIESTS RAN ALONG BY HIM, AND HE CAME INTO THE CITY. AND WHEN HE WENT UP INTO THE TEMPLE, HE OFFERED SACRIFICE TO GOD, ACCORDING TO THE HIGH PRIEST'S DIRECTION, AND MAGNIFICENTLY TREATED BOTH THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE PRIESTS. AND WHEN THE BOOK OF DANIEL WAS SHOWED HIM WHEREIN DANIEL DECLARED THAT ONE OF THE GREEKS SHOULD DESTROY THE EMPIRE OF THE PERSIANS, HE SUPPOSED THAT HIMSELF WAS THE PERSON INTENDED. AND AS HE WAS THEN GLAD, HE DISMISSED THE MULTITUDE FOR THE PRESENT; BUT THE NEXT DAY HE CALLED THEM TO HIM, AND BID THEM ASK WHAT FAVORS THEY PLEASED OF HIM; WHEREUPON THE HIGH PRIEST DESIRED THAT THEY MIGHT ENJOY THE LAWS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND MIGHT PAY NO TRIBUTE ON THE SEVENTH YEAR. HE GRANTED ALL THEY DESIRED. AND WHEN THEY ENTREATED HIM THAT HE WOULD PERMIT THE JEWS IN BABYLON AND MEDIA TO ENJOY THEIR OWN LAWS ALSO, HE WILLINGLY PROMISED TO DO HEREAFTER WHAT THEY DESIRED. AND WHEN HE SAID TO THE MULTITUDE, THAT IF ANY OF THEM WOULD ENLIST THEMSELVES IN HIS ARMY, ON THIS CONDITION, THAT THEY SHOULD CONTINUE UNDER THE LAWS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND LIVE ACCORDING TO THEM, HE WAS WILLING TO TAKE THEM WITH HIM, MANY WERE READY TO ACCOMPANY HIM IN HIS WARS. 
6. SO WHEN ALEXANDER HAD THUS SETTLED MATTERS AT JERUSALEM, HE LED HIS ARMY INTO THE NEIGHBORING CITIES; AND WHEN ALL THE INHABITANTS TO WHOM HE CAME RECEIVED HIM WITH GREAT KINDNESS, THE SAMARITANS, WHO HAD THEN SHECHEM FOR THEIR METROPOLIS, (A CITY SITUATE AT MOUNT GERIZZIM, AND INHABITED BY APOSTATES OF THE JEWISH NATION,) SEEING THAT ALEXANDER HAD SO GREATLY HONORED THE JEWS, DETERMINED TO PROFESS THEMSELVES JEWS; FOR SUCH IS THE DISPOSITION OF THE SAMARITANS, AS WE HAVE ALREADY ELSEWHERE DECLARED, THAT WHEN THE JEWS ARE IN ADVERSITY, THEY DENY THAT THEY ARE OF KIN TO THEM, AND THEN THEY CONFESS THE TRUTH; BUT WHEN THEY PERCEIVE THAT SOME GOOD FORTUNE HATH BEFALLEN THEM, THEY IMMEDIATELY PRETEND TO HAVE COMMUNION WITH THEM, SAYING THAT THEY BELONG TO THEM, AND DERIVE THEIR GENEALOGY FROM THE POSTERITY OF JOSEPH, EPHRAIM, AND MANASSEH. ACCORDINGLY, THEY MADE THEIR ADDRESS TO THE KING WITH SPLENDOR, AND SHOWED GREAT ALACRITY IN MEETING HIM AT A LITTLE DISTANCE FROM JERUSALEM. AND WHEN ALEXANDER HAD COMMENDED THEM, THE SHECHEMITES APPROACHED TO HIM, TAKING WITH THEM THE TROOPS THAT SANBALLAT HAD SENT HIM, AND THEY DESIRED THAT HE WOULD COME TO THEIR CITY, AND DO HONOR TO THEIR TEMPLE ALSO; TO WHOM HE PROMISED, THAT WHEN HE RETURNED, HE WOULD COME TO THEM. AND WHEN THEY PETITIONED THAT HE WOULD REMIT THE TRIBUTE OF THE SEVENTH YEAR TO THEM, BECAUSE THEY DID BUT SOW THEREON, HE ASKED WHO THEY WERE THAT MADE SUCH A PETITION; AND WHEN THEY SAID THAT THEY WERE HEBREWS, BUT HAD THE NAME OF SIDONIANS, LIVING AT SHECHEM, HE ASKED THEM AGAIN WHETHER THEY WERE JEWS; AND WHEN THEY SAID THEY WERE NOT JEWS, "IT WAS TO THE JEWS," SAID HE, "THAT I GRANTED THAT PRIVILEGE; HOWEVER, WHEN I RETURN, AND AM THOROUGHLY INFORMED BY YOU OF THIS MATTER, I WILL DO WHAT I SHALL THINK PROPER." AND IN THIS MANNER, HE TOOK LEAVE OF THE SHECHENLITES; BUT ORDERED THAT THE TROOPS OF SANBALLAT SHOULD FOLLOW HIM INTO EGYPT, BECAUSE THERE HE DESIGNED TO GIVE THEM LANDS, WHICH HE DID A LITTLE AFTER IN THEBAIS, WHEN HE ORDERED THEM TO GUARD THAT COUNTRY. 
7. NOW WHEN ALEXANDER WAS DEAD, THE GOVERNMENT WAS PARTED AMONG HIS SUCCESSORS, BUT THE TEMPLE UPON MOUNT GERIZZIM REMAINED. AND IF ANY ONE, WERE ACCUSED BY THOSE OF JERUSALEM OF HAVING EATEN THINGS COMMON [MISSING NOTE] OR OF HAVING BROKEN THE SABBATH, OR OF ANY OTHER CRIME OF THE LIKE NATURE, HE FLED AWAY TO THE SHECHEMITES, AND SAID THAT HE WAS ACCUSED UNJUSTLY. ABOUT THIS TIME, IT WAS THAT JADDUA THE HIGH PRIEST DIED, AND ONIAS HIS SON TOOK THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD. THIS WAS THE STATE OF THE AFFAIRS OF THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM AT THIS TIME.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK XII
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF A HUNDRED AND SEVENTY YEARS FROM THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT TO THE DEATH OF JUDAS MACCABEUS
CHAPTER 1. HOW PTOLEMY THE SON OF LAGUS TOOK JERUSALEM AND JUDEA BY DECEIT AND TREACHERY, AND CARRIED MANY THENCE, AND PLANTED THEM IN EGYPT. 
1. NOW WHEN ALEXANDER, KING OF MACEDON, HAD PUT AN END TO THE DOMINION OF THE PERSIANS, AND HAD SETTLED THE AFFAIRS IN JUDEA AFTER THE FOREMENTIONED MANNER, HE ENDED HIS LIFE. AND AS HIS GOVERNMENT FELL AMONG MANY, ANTIGONUS OBTAINED ASIA, SELEUCUS BABYLON; AND OF THE OTHER NATIONS WHICH WERE THERE, LYSIMACHUS GOVERNED THE HELLESPONT, AND CASSANDER POSSESSED MACEDONIA; AS DID PTOLEMY THE SON OF LAGUS SEIZE UPON EGYPT. AND WHILE THESE PRINCES AMBITIOUSLY STROVE ONE AGAINST ANOTHER, EVERY ONE FOR HIS OWN PRINCIPALITY, IT CAME TO PASS THAT THERE WERE CONTINUAL WARS, AND THOSE LASTING WARS TOO; AND THE CITIES WERE SUFFERERS, AND LOST A GREAT MANY OF THEIR INHABITANTS IN THESE TIMES OF DISTRESS, INSOMUCH THAT ALL SYRIA, BY THE MEANS OF PTOLEMY THE SON OF LAGUS, UNDERWENT THE REVERSE OF THAT DENOMINATION OF SAVIOR, WHICH HE THEN HAD. HE ALSO SEIZED UPON JERUSALEM, AND FOR THAT END MADE USE OF DECEIT AND TREACHERY; FOR AS HE CAME INTO THE CITY ON A SABBATH DAY, AS IF HE WOULD OFFER SACRIFICES HE, WITHOUT ANY TROUBLE, GAINED THE CITY, WHILE THE JEWS DID NOT OPPOSE HIM, FOR THEY DID NOT SUSPECT HIM TO BE THEIR ENEMY; AND HE GAINED IT THUS, BECAUSE THEY WERE FREE FROM SUSPICION OF HIM, AND BECAUSE ON THAT DAY THEY WERE AT REST AND QUIETNESS; AND WHEN HE HAD GAINED IT, HE RULED OVER IT IN A CRUEL MANNER. NAY, AGATHARCHIDES OF CNIDUS, WHO WROTE THE ACTS OF ALEXANDER'S SUCCESSORS, REPROACHES US WITH SUPERSTITION, AS IF WE, BY IT, HAD LOST OUR LIBERTY; WHERE HE SAYS THUS: "THERE IS A NATION CALLED THE NATION OF THE JEWS, WHO INHABIT A CITY STRONG AND GREAT, NAMED JERUSALEM. THESE MEN TOOK NO CARE, BUT LET IT COME INTO THE HANDS OF PTOLEMY, AS NOT WILLING TO TAKE ARMS, AND THEREBY THEY SUBMITTED TO BE UNDER A HARD MASTER, BY REASON OF THEIR UNSEASONABLE SUPERSTITION." THIS IS WHAT AGATHARCHIDES RELATES OF OUR NATION. BUT WHEN PTOLEMY HAD TAKEN A GREAT MANY CAPTIVES, BOTH FROM THE MOUNTAINOUS PARTS OF JUDEA, AND FROM THE PLACES ABOUT JERUSALEM AND SAMARIA, AND THE PLACES NEAR MOUNT GERIZZIM, HE LED THEM ALL INTO EGYPT, AND SETTLED THEM THERE. AND AS HE KNEW THAT THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM WERE MOST FAITHFUL IN THE OBSERVATION OF OATHS AND COVENANTS; AND THIS FROM THE ANSWER THEY MADE TO ALEXANDER, WHEN HE SENT AN EMBASSAGE TO THEM, AFTER HE HAD BEATEN DARIUS IN BATTLE; SO HE DISTRIBUTED MANY OF THEM INTO GARRISONS, AND AT ALEXANDRIA GAVE THEM EQUAL PRIVILEGES OF CITIZENS WITH THE MACEDONIANS THEMSELVES; AND REQUIRED OF THEM TO TAKE THEIR OATHS, THAT THEY WOULD KEEP THEIR FIDELITY TO THE POSTERITY OF THOSE WHO COMMITTED THESE PLACES TO THEIR CARE. NAY, THERE WERE NOT A FEW OTHER JEWS WHO, OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, WENT INTO EGYPT, AS INVITED BY THE GOODNESS OF THE SOIL, AND BY THE LIBERALITY OF PTOLEMY. HOWEVER, THERE WERE DISORDERS AMONG THEIR POSTERITY, WITH RELATION TO THE SAMARITANS, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR RESOLUTION TO PRESERVE THAT CONDUCT OF LIFE WHICH WAS DELIVERED TO THEM BY THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND THEY THEREUPON CONTENDED ONE WITH ANOTHER, WHILE THOSE OF JERUSALEM SAID THAT THEIR TEMPLE WAS HOLY, AND RESOLVED TO SEND THEIR SACRIFICES THITHER; BUT THE SAMARITANS WERE RESOLVED THAT THEY SHOULD BE SENT TO MOUNT GERIZZIM.
CHAPTER 2. HOW PTOLEMY PHILADELPHUS PROCURED THE LAWS OF THE JEWS TO BE TRANSLATED INTO THE GREEK TONGUE AND SET MANY CAPTIVES FREE, AND DEDICATED MANY GIFTS TO GOD. 
1. WHEN ALEXANDER HAD REIGNED TWELVE YEARS, AND AFTER HIM PTOLEMY SOTER FORTY YEARS, PHILADELPHUS THEN TOOK THE KINGDOM OF EGYPT, AND HELD IT FORTY YEARS WITHIN ONE. HE PROCURED THE LAW TO BE INTERPRETED, AND SET FREE THOSE THAT WERE COME FROM JERUSALEM INTO EGYPT, AND WERE IN SLAVERY THERE, WHO WERE A HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND. THE OCCASION WAS THIS: DEMETRIUS PHALERIUS, WHO WAS LIBRARY KEEPER TO THE KING, WAS NOW ENDEAVORING, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE, TO GATHER TOGETHER ALL THE BOOKS THAT WERE IN THE HABITABLE EARTH, AND BUYING WHATSOEVER WAS ANY WHERE VALUABLE, OR AGREEABLE TO THE KING'S INCLINATION, (WHO WAS VERY EARNESTLY SET UPON COLLECTING OF BOOKS,) TO WHICH INCLINATION OF HIS DEMETRIUS WAS ZEALOUSLY SUBSERVIENT. AND WHEN ONCE PTOLEMY ASKED HIM HOW MANY TEN-THOUSANDS OF BOOKS HE HAD COLLECTED, HE REPLIED, THAT HE HAD ALREADY ABOUT TWENTY TIMES TEN THOUSAND; BUT THAT, IN A LITTLE TIME, HE SHOULD HAVE FIFTY TIMES TEN THOUSAND. BUT BE SAID HE HAD BEEN INFORMED THAT THERE WERE MANY BOOKS OF LAWS AMONG THE JEWS WORTHY OF INQUIRING AFTER, AND WORTHY OF THE KING'S LIBRARY, BUT WHICH, BEING WRITTEN IN CHARACTERS AND IN A DIALECT OF THEIR OWN, WILL CAUSE NO SMALL PAINS IN GETTING THEM TRANSLATED INTO THE GREEK TONGUE; THAT THE CHARACTER IN WHICH THEY ARE WRITTEN SEEMS TO BE LIKE TO THAT WHICH IS THE PROPER CHARACTER OF THE SYRIANS, AND THAT ITS SOUND, WHEN PRONOUNCED, IS LIKE THEIRS ALSO; AND THAT THIS SOUND APPEARS TO BE PECULIAR TO THEMSELVES. WHEREFORE HE SAID THAT NOTHING HINDERED WHY THEY MIGHT NOT GET THOSE BOOKS TO BE TRANSLATED ALSO; FOR WHILE NOTHING IS WANTING THAT IS NECESSARY FOR THAT PURPOSE, WE MAY HAVE THEIR BOOKS ALSO IN THIS LIBRARY. SO THE KING THOUGHT THAT DEMETRIUS WAS VERY ZEALOUS TO PROCURE HIM ABUNDANCE OF BOOKS, AND THAT HE SUGGESTED WHAT WAS EXCEEDING PROPER FOR HIM TO DO; AND THEREFORE HE WROTE TO THE JEWISH HIGH PRIEST, THAT HE SHOULD ACT ACCORDINGLY. 
2. NOW THERE WAS ONE ARISTEUS, WHO WAS AMONG THE KING'S MOST INTIMATE FRIENDS, AND ON ACCOUNT OF HIS MODESTY VERY ACCEPTABLE TO HIM. THIS ARISTEUS RESOLVED FREQUENTLY, AND THAT BEFORE NOW, TO PETITION THE KING THAT HE WOULD SET ALL THE CAPTIVE JEWS IN HIS KINGDOM FREE; AND HE THOUGHT THIS TO BE A CONVENIENT OPPORTUNITY FOR THE MAKING THAT PETITION. SO, HE DISCOURSED, IN THE FIRST PLACE, WITH THE CAPTAINS OF THE KING'S GUARDS, SOSIBIUS OF TARENTUM, AND ANDREAS, AND PERSUADED THEM TO ASSIST HIM IN WHAT HE WAS GOING TO INTERCEDE WITH THE KING FOR. ACCORDINGLY, ARISTEUS EMBRACED THE SAME OPINION WITH THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN BEFORE MENTIONED, AND WENT TO THE KING, AND MADE THE FOLLOWING SPEECH TO HIM: "IT IS NOT FIT FOR US, O KING, TO OVERLOOK THINGS HASTILY, OR TO DECEIVE OURSELVES, BUT TO LAY THE TRUTH OPEN. FOR SINCE WE HAVE DETERMINED NOT ONLY TO GET THE LAWS OF THE JEWS TRANSCRIBED, BUT INTERPRETED ALSO, FOR THY SATISFACTION, BY WHAT MEANS CAN WE DO THIS, WHILE SO MANY OF THE JEWS ARE NOW SLAVES IN THY KINGDOM? DO THOU THEN WHAT WILL BE AGREEABLE TO THY MAGNANIMITY, AND TO THY GOOD NATURE: FREE THEM FROM THE MISERABLE CONDITION THEY ARE IN, BECAUSE THAT GOD, WHO SUPPORTETH THY KINGDOM, WAS THE AUTHOR OF THEIR LAWS AS I HAVE LEARNED BY PARTICULAR INQUIRY; FOR BOTH THESE PEOPLE, AND WE ALSO, WORSHIP THE SAME GOD THE FRAMER OF ALL THINGS. WE CALL HIM, AND THAT TRULY, BY THE NAME OF GREEK, [OR LIFE, OR JUPITER,] BECAUSE HE BREATHES LIFE INTO ALL MEN. WHEREFORE DO THOU RESTORE THESE MEN TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY, AND THIS DO TO THE HONOR OF GOD, BECAUSE THESE MEN PAY A PECULIARLY EXCELLENT WORSHIP TO HIM. AND KNOW THIS FURTHER, THAT THOUGH I BE NOT OF KIN TO THEM BY BIRTH, NOR ONE OF THE SAME, COUNTRY WITH THEM, YET DO I DESIRE THESE FAVORS TO BE DONE THEM, SINCE ALL MEN ARE THE WORKMANSHIP OF GOD; AND I AM SENSIBLE THAT HE IS WELL-PLEASED WITH THOSE THAT DO GOOD. I DO THEREFORE PUT UP THIS PETITION TO THEE, TO DO GOOD TO THEM." 
3. WHEN ARISTEUS WAS SAYING THUS, THE KING LOOKED UPON HIM WITH A CHEERFUL AND JOYFUL COUNTENANCE, AND SAID, "HOW MANY TEN-THOUSANDS DOST THOU SUPPOSE THERE ARE OF SUCH AS WANT TO BE MADE FREE?" TO WHICH ANDREAS REPLIED, AS HE STOOD BY, AND SAID," A FEW MORE THAN TEN TIMES TEN THOUSAND." THE KING MADE ANSWER, "AND IS THIS A SMALL GIFT THAT THOU ASKEST, ARISTEUS?" BUT SOSIBIUS, AND THE REST THAT STOOD BY, SAID THAT HE OUGHT TO OFFER SUCH A THANK-OFFERING AS WAS WORTHY OF HIS GREATNESS OF SOUL, TO THAT GOD WHO HAD GIVEN HIM HIS KINGDOM. WITH THIS ANSWER HE WAS MUCH PLEASED; AND GAVE ORDER, THAT WHEN THEY PAID THE SOLDIERS THEIR WAGES, THEY SHOULD LAY DOWN [A HUNDRED AND] TWENTY DRACHMAS FOR EVERY ONE OF THE SLAVES? AND HE PROMISED TO PUBLISH A MAGNIFICENT DECREE, ABOUT WHAT THEY REQUESTED, WHICH SHOULD CONFIRM WHAT ARISTEUS HAD PROPOSED, AND ESPECIALLY WHAT GOD WILLED SHOULD BE DONE; WHEREBY HE SAID HE WOULD NOT ONLY SET THOSE FREE WHO HAD BEEN LED AWAY CAPTIVE BY HIS FATHER AND HIS ARMY, BUT THOSE WHO WERE IN THIS KINGDOM BEFORE, AND THOSE ALSO, IF ANY SUCH THERE WERE, WHO HAD BEEN BROUGHT AWAY SINCE. AND WHEN THEY SAID THAT THEIR REDEMPTION MONEY WOULD AMOUNT TO ABOVE FOUR HUNDRED TALENTS, HE GRANTED IT. A COPY OF WHICH DECREE I HAVE DETERMINED TO PRESERVE, THAT THE MAGNANIMITY OF THIS KING MAY BE MADE KNOWN. ITS CONTENTS WERE AS FOLLOWS: "LET AIL THOSE WHO WERE SOLDIERS UNDER OUR FATHER, AND WHO, WHEN THEY OVERRAN SYRIA AND PHOENICIA, AND LAID WASTE JUDEA, TOOK THE JEWS CAPTIVES, AND MADE THEM SLAVES, AND BROUGHT THEM INTO OUR CITIES, AND INTO THIS COUNTRY, AND THEN SOLD THEM; AS ALSO ALL THOSE THAT WERE IN MY KINGDOM BEFORE THEM, AND IF THERE BE ANY THAT HAVE BEEN LATELY BROUGHT THITHER, - BE MADE FREE BY THOSE THAT POSSESS THEM; AND LET THEM ACCEPT OF [A HUNDRED AND] TWENTY DRACHMAS FOR EVERY SLAVE. AND LET THE SOLDIERS RECEIVE THIS REDEMPTION MONEY WITH THEIR PAY, BUT THE REST OUT OF THE KING'S TREASURY: FOR I SUPPOSE THAT THEY WERE MADE CAPTIVES WITHOUT OUR FATHER'S CONSENT, AND AGAINST EQUITY; AND THAT THEIR COUNTRY WAS HARASSED BY THE INSOLENCE OF THE SOLDIERS, AND THAT, BY REMOVING THEM INTO EGYPT, THE SOLDIERS HAVE MADE A GREAT PROFIT BY THEM. OUT OF REGARD THEREFORE TO JUSTICE, AND OUT OF PITY TO THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN TYRANNIZED OVER, CONTRARY TO EQUITY, I ENJOIN THOSE THAT HAVE SUCH JEWS IN THEIR SERVICE TO SET THEM AT LIBERTY, UPON THE RECEIPT OF THE BEFORE-MENTIONED SUM; AND THAT NO ONE USE ANY DECEIT ABOUT THEM, BUT OBEY WHAT IS HERE COMMANDED. AND I WILL THAT THEY GIVE IN THEIR NAMES WITHIN THREE DAYS AFTER THE PUBLICATION OF THIS EDICT, TO SUCH AS ARE APPOINTED TO EXECUTE THE SAME, AND TO PRODUCE THE SLAVES BEFORE THEM ALSO, FOR I THINK IT WILL BE FOR THE ADVANTAGE OF MY AFFAIRS. AND LET EVERY ONE THAT WILL INFORM AGAINST THOSE THAT DO NOT OBEY THIS DECREE, AND I WILL THAT THEIR ESTATES BE CONFISCATED INTO THE KING'S TREASURY." WHEN THIS DECREE WAS READ TO THE KING, IT AT FIRST CONTAINED THE REST THAT IS HERE INSERTED, AND OMITTED ONLY THOSE JEWS THAT HAD FORMERLY BEEN BROUGHT, AND THOSE BROUGHT AFTERWARDS, WHICH HAD NOT BEEN DISTINCTLY MENTIONED; SO, HE ADDED THESE CLAUSES OUT OF HIS HUMANITY, AND WITH GREAT GENEROSITY. HE ALSO GAVE ORDER THAT THE PAYMENT, WHICH WAS LIKELY TO BE DONE IN A HURRY, SHOULD BE DIVIDED AMONG THE KING'S MINISTERS, AND AMONG THE OFFICERS OF HIS TREASURY. WHEN THIS WAS OVER, WHAT THE KING HAD DECREED WAS QUICKLY BROUGHT TO A CONCLUSION; AND THIS IN NO MORE THAN SEVEN DAYS' TIME, THE NUMBER OF THE TALENTS PAID FOR THE CAPTIVES BEING ABOVE FOUR HUNDRED AND SIXTY, AND THIS, BECAUSE THEIR MASTERS REQUIRED THE [HUNDRED AND] TWENTY DRACHMAS FOR THE CHILDREN ALSO, THE KING HAVING, IN EFFECT, COMMANDED THAT THESE SHOULD BE PAID FOR, WHEN HE SAID IN HIS DECREE, THAT THEY SHOULD RECEIVE THE FORE MENTIONED SUM FOR EVERY SLAVE. 
4. NOW WHEN THIS HAD BEEN DONE AFTER SO MAGNIFICENT A MANNER, ACCORDING TO THE KING'S INCLINATIONS, HE GAVE ORDER TO DEMETRIUS TO GIVE HIM IN WRITING HIS SENTIMENTS CONCERNING THE TRANSCRIBING OF THE JEWISH BOOKS; FOR NO PART OF THE ADMINISTRATION IS DONE RASHLY BY THESE KINGS, BUT ALL THINGS ARE MANAGED WITH GREAT CIRCUMSPECTION. ON WHICH ACCOUNT I HAVE SUBJOINED A COPY OF THESE EPISTLES, AND SET DOWN THE MULTITUDE OF THE VESSELS SENT AS GIFTS [TO JERUSALEM], AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF EVERY ONE, THAT THE EXACTNESS OF THE ARTIFICERS' WORKMANSHIP, AS IT APPEARED TO THOSE THAT SAW THEM, AND WHICH WORKMAN MADE EVERY VESSEL, MAY BE MADE MANIFEST, AND. THIS ON ACCOUNT OF THE EXCELLENCY OF THE VESSELS THEMSELVES. NOW THE COPY OF THE EPISTLE WAS TO THIS PURPOSE: "DEMETRIUS TO THE GREAT KING. WHEN THOU, O KING, GAVEST ME A CHARGE CONCERNING THE COLLECTION OF BOOKS THAT WERE WANTING TO FILL YOUR LIBRARY, AND CONCERNING THE CARE THAT OUGHT TO BE TAKEN ABOUT SUCH AS ARE IMPERFECT, I HAVE USED THE UTMOST DILIGENCE ABOUT THOSE MATTERS. AND I LET YOU KNOW, THAT WE WANT THE BOOKS OF THE JEWISH LEGISLATION, WITH SOME OTHERS; FOR THEY ARE WRITTEN IN THE HEBREW CHARACTERS, AND BEING IN THE LANGUAGE OF THAT NATION, ARE TO US UNKNOWN. IT HATH ALSO HAPPENED TO THEM, THAT THEY HAVE BEEN TRANSCRIBED MORE CARELESSLY THAN THEY OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT HAD HITHERTO ROYAL CARE TAKEN ABOUT THEM. NOW IT IS NECESSARY THAT THOU SHOULDST HAVE ACCURATE COPIES OF THEM. AND INDEED, THIS LEGISLATION IS FULL OF HIDDEN WISDOM, AND ENTIRELY BLAMELESS, AS BEING THE LEGISLATION OF GOD; FOR WHICH CAUSE, IT IS, AS HECATEUS OF ABDERA SAYS, THAT THE POETS AND HISTORIANS MAKE NO MENTION OF IT, NOR OF THOSE MEN WHO LEAD THEIR LIVES ACCORDING TO IT, SINCE IT IS A HOLY LAW, AND OUGHT NOT TO BE PUBLISHED BY PROFANE MOUTHS. IF THEN IT PLEASE THEE, O KING, THOU MAYST WRITE TO THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE JEWS, TO SEND SIX OF THE ELDERS OUT OF EVERY TRIBE, AND THOSE SUCH AS ARE MOST SKILLFUL OF THE LAWS, THAT BY THEIR MEANS WE MAY LEARN THE CLEAR AND AGREEING SENSE OF THESE BOOKS, AND MAY OBTAIN AN ACCURATE INTERPRETATION OF THEIR CONTENTS, AND SO MAY HAVE SUCH A COLLECTION OF THESE AS MAY BE SUITABLE TO THY DESIRE." 
5. WHEN THIS EPISTLE WAS SENT TO THE KING, HE COMMANDED THAT AN EPISTLE SHOULD BE DRAWN UP FOR ELEAZAR, THE JEWISH HIGH PRIEST, CONCERNING THESE MATTERS; AND THAT THEY SHOULD INFORM HIM OF THE RELEASE OF THE JEWS THAT HAD BEEN IN SLAVERY AMONG THEM. HE ALSO SENT FIFTY TALENTS OF GOLD FOR THE MAKING OF LARGE BASONS, AND VIALS, AND CUPS, AND AN IMMENSE QUANTITY OF PRECIOUS STONES. HE ALSO GAVE ORDER TO THOSE WHO HAD THE CUSTODY OF THE CHEST THAT CONTAINED THOSE STONES, TO GIVE THE ARTIFICERS LEAVE TO CHOOSE OUT WHAT SORTS OF THEM THEY PLEASED. HE WITHAL APPOINTED, THAT A HUNDRED TALENTS IN MONEY SHOULD BE SENT TO THE TEMPLE FOR SACRIFICES, AND FOR OTHER USES. NOW I WILL GIVE A DESCRIPTION OF THESE VESSELS, AND THE MANNER OF THEIR CONSTRUCTION, BUT NOT TILL AFTER I HAVE SET DOWN A COPY OF THE EPISTLE WHICH WAS WRITTEN TO ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST, WHO HAD OBTAINED THAT DIGNITY ON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING: WHEN ONIAS THE HIGH PRIEST WAS DEAD, HIS SON SIMON BECAME HIS SUCCESSOR. HE WAS CALLED SIMON THE JUST BECAUSE OF BOTH HIS PIETY TOWARDS GOD, AND HIS KIND DISPOSITION TO THOSE OF HIS OWN NATION. WHEN HE WAS DEAD, AND HAD LEFT A YOUNG SON, WHO WAS CALLED ONIAS, SIMON'S BROTHER ELEAZAR, OF WHOM WE ARE SPEAKING, TOOK THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD; AND HE IT WAS TO WHOM PTOLEMY WROTE, AND THAT IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING: "KING PTOLEMY TO ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST, SENDETH GREETING. THERE ARE MANY JEWS WHO NOW DWELL IN MY KINGDOM, WHOM THE PERSIANS, WHEN THEY WERE IN POWER, CARRIED CAPTIVES. THESE WERE HONORED BY MY FATHER; SOME OF THEM HE PLACED IN THE ARMY, AND GAVE THEM GREATER PAY THAN ORDINARY; TO OTHERS OF THEM, WHEN THEY CAME WITH HIM INTO EGYPT, HE COMMITTED HIS GARRISONS, AND THE GUARDING OF THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT BE A TERROR TO THE EGYPTIANS. AND WHEN I HAD TAKEN THE GOVERNMENT, I TREATED ALL MEN WITH HUMANITY, AND ESPECIALLY THOSE THAT ARE THY FELLOW CITIZENS, OF WHOM I HAVE SET FREE ABOVE A HUNDRED THOUSAND THAT WERE SLAVES, AND PAID THE PRICE OF THEIR REDEMPTION TO THEIR MASTERS OUT OF MY OWN REVENUES; AND THOSE THAT ARE OF A FIT AGE, I HAVE ADMITTED INTO THEM NUMBER OF MY SOLDIERS. AND FOR SUCH AS ARE CAPABLE OF BEING FAITHFUL TO ME, AND PROPER FOR MY COURT, I HAVE PUT THEM IN SUCH A POST, AS THINKING THIS [KINDNESS DONE TO THEM] TO BE A VERY GREAT AND AN ACCEPTABLE GIFT, WHICH I DEVOTE TO GOD FOR HIS PROVIDENCE OVER ME. AND AS I AM DESIROUS TO DO WHAT WILL BE GRATEFUL TO THESE, AND TO ALL THE OTHER JEWS IN THE HABITABLE EARTH, I HAVE DETERMINED TO PROCURE AN INTERPRETATION OF YOUR LAW, AND TO HAVE IT TRANSLATED OUT OF HEBREW INTO GREEK, AND TO BE DEPOSITED IN MY LIBRARY. THOU WILT THEREFORE DO WELL TO CHOOSE OUT AND SEND TO ME MEN OF A GOOD CHARACTER, WHO ARE NOW ELDERS IN AGE, AND SIX IN NUMBER OUT OF EVERY TRIBE. THESE, BY THEIR AGE, MUST BE SKILLFUL IN THE LAWS, AND OF ABILITIES TO MAKE AN ACCURATE INTERPRETATION OF THEM; AND WHEN THIS SHALL BE FINISHED, I SHALL THINK THAT I HAVE DONE A WORK GLORIOUS TO MYSELF. AND I HAVE SENT TO THEE ANDREAS, THE CAPTAIN OF MY GUARD, AND ARISTEUS, MEN WHOM I HAVE IN VERY GREAT ESTEEM; BY WHOM I HAVE SENT THOSE FIRST-FRUITS WHICH I HAVE DEDICATED TO THE TEMPLE, AND TO THE SACRIFICES, AND TO OTHER USES, TO THE VALUE OF A HUNDRED TALENTS. AND IF THOU WILT SEND TO US, TO LET US KNOW WHAT THOU WOULDST HAVE FURTHER, THOU WILT DO A THING ACCEPTABLE TO ME." 
6. WHEN THIS EPISTLE OF THE KING WAS BROUGHT TO ELEAZAR, HE WROTE AN ANSWER TO IT WITH ALL THE RESPECT POSSIBLE: "ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST TO KING PTOLEMY, SENDETH GREETING. IF THOU AND THY QUEEN ARSINOE, AND THY CHILDREN, BE WELL, WE ARE ENTIRELY SATISFIED. WHEN WE RECEIVED THY EPISTLE, WE GREATLY REJOICED AT THY INTENTIONS; AND WHEN THE MULTITUDE WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, WE READ IT TO THEM, AND THEREBY MADE THEM SENSIBLE OF THE PIETY THOU HAST TOWARDS GOD. WE ALSO SHOWED THEM THE TWENTY VIALS OF GOLD, AND THIRTY OF SILVER, AND THE FIVE LARGE BASONS, AND THE TABLE FOR THE SHEW-BREAD; AS ALSO THE HUNDRED TALENTS FOR THE SACRIFICES, AND FOR THE MAKING WHAT SHALL BE NEEDFUL AT THE TEMPLE; WHICH THINGS ANDREAS AND ARISTEUS, THOSE MOST HONORED FRIENDS OF THINE, HAVE BROUGHT US; AND TRULY THEY ARE PERSONS OF AN EXCELLENT CHARACTER, AND OF GREAT LEARNING, AND WORTHY OF THY VIRTUE. KNOW THEN THAT WE WILL GRATIFY THEE IN WHAT IS FOR THY ADVANTAGE, THOUGH WE DO WHAT WE USED NOT TO DO BEFORE; FOR WE OUGHT TO MAKE A RETURN FOR THE NUMEROUS ACTS OF KINDNESS WHICH THOU HAST DONE TO OUR COUNTRYMEN. WE IMMEDIATELY, THEREFORE, OFFERED SACRIFICES FOR THEE AND THY SISTER, WITH THY CHILDREN AND FRIENDS; AND THE MULTITUDE MADE PRAYERS, THAT THY AFFAIRS MAY BE TO THY MIND, AND THAT THY KINGDOM MAY BE PRESERVED IN PEACE, AND THAT THE TRANSLATION OF OUR LAW MAY COME TO THE CONCLUSION THOU DESIREST, AND BE FOR THY ADVANTAGE. WE HAVE ALSO CHOSEN SIX ELDERS OUT OF EVERY TRIBE, WHOM WE HAVE SENT, AND THE LAW WITH THEM. IT WILL BE THY PART, OUT OF THY PIETY AND JUSTICE, TO SEND BACK THE LAW, WHEN IT HATH BEEN TRANSLATED, AND TO RETURN THOSE TO US THAT BRING IT IN SAFETY. FAREWELL." 
7. THIS WAS THE REPLY WHICH THE HIGH PRIEST MADE. BUT IT DOES NOT SEEM TO ME TO BE NECESSARY TO SET DOWN THE NAMES OF THE SEVENTY [TWO] ELDERS WHO WERE SENT BY ELEAZAR, AND CARRIED THE LAW, WHICH YET WERE SUBJOINED AT THE END OF THE EPISTLE. HOWEVER, I THOUGHT IT NOT IMPROPER TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THOSE VERY VALUABLE AND ARTIFICIALLY CONTRIVED VESSELS WHICH THE KING SENT TO GOD, THAT ALL MAY SEE HOW GREAT A REGARD THE KING HAD FOR GOD; FOR THE KING ALLOWED A VAST DEAL OF EXPENSES FOR THESE VESSELS, AND CAME OFTEN TO THE WORKMEN, AND VIEWED THEIR WORKS, AND SUFFERED NOTHING OF CARELESSNESS OR NEGLIGENCE TO BE ANY DAMAGE TO THEIR OPERATIONS. AND I WILL RELATE HOW RICH THEY WERE AS WELL AS I AM ABLE, ALTHOUGH PERHAPS THE NATURE OF THIS HISTORY MAY NOT REQUIRE SUCH A DESCRIPTION; BUT I IMAGINE I SHALL THEREBY RECOMMEND THE ELEGANT TASTE AND MAGNANIMITY OF THIS KING TO THOSE THAT READ THIS HISTORY. 
8. AND FIRST I WILL DESCRIBE WHAT BELONGS TO THE TABLE. IT WAS INDEED IN THE KING'S MIND TO MAKE THIS TABLE VASTLY LARGE IN ITS DIMENSIONS; BUT THEN HE GAVE ORDERS THAT THEY SHOULD LEARN WHAT WAS THE MAGNITUDE OF THE TABLE WHICH WAS ALREADY AT JERUSALEM, AND HOW LARGE IT WAS, AND WHETHER THERE WAS A POSSIBILITY OF MAKING ONE LARGER THAN IT. AND WHEN HE WAS INFORMED HOW LARGE THAT WAS WHICH WAS ALREADY THERE, AND THAT NOTHING HINDERED BUT A LARGER MIGHT BE MADE, HE SAID THAT HE WAS WILLING TO HAVE ONE MADE THAT SHOULD BE FIVE TIMES AS LARGE AS THE PRESENT TABLE; BUT HIS FEAR WAS, THAT IT MIGHT BE THEN USELESS IN THEIR SACRED MINISTRATIONS BY ITS TOO GREAT LARGENESS; FOR HE DESIRED THAT THE GIFTS HE PRESENTED THEM SHOULD NOT ONLY BE THERE FOR SHOW, BUT SHOULD BE USEFUL ALSO IN THEIR SACRED MINISTRATIONS. ACCORDING TO WHICH REASONING, THAT THE FORMER TABLE WAS MADE OF SO MODERATE A SIZE FOR USE, AND NOT FOR WANT OF GOLD, HE RESOLVED THAT HE WOULD NOT EXCEED THE FORMER TABLE IN LARGENESS; BUT WOULD MAKE IT EXCEED IT IN THE VARIETY AND ELEGANCY OF ITS MATERIALS. AND AS HE WAS SAGACIOUS IN OBSERVING THE NATURE OF ALL THINGS, AND IN HAVING A JUST NOTION OF WHAT WAS NEW AND SURPRISING, AND WHERE THERE WAS NO SCULPTURES, HE WOULD INVENT SUCH AS WERE PROPER BY HIS OWN SKILL, AND WOULD SHOW THEM TO THE WORKMEN, HE COMMANDED THAT SUCH SCULPTURES SHOULD NOW BE MADE, AND THAT THOSE WHICH WERE DELINEATED SHOULD BE MOST ACCURATELY FORMED BY A CONSTANT REGARD TO THEIR DELINEATION. 
9. WHEN THEREFORE THE WORKMEN HAD UNDERTAKEN TO MAKE THE TABLE, THEY FRAMED IT IN LENGTH TWO CUBITS [AND A HALF], IN BREADTH ONE CUBIT, AND IN HEIGHT ONE CUBIT AND A HALF; AND THE ENTIRE STRUCTURE OF THE WORK WAS OF GOLD. THEY WITHAL MADE A CROWN OF A HAND-BREADTH ROUND IT, WITH WAVE-WORK WREATHED ABOUT IT, AND WITH AN ENGRAVING WHICH IMITATED A CORD, AND WAS ADMIRABLY TURNED ON ITS THREE PARTS; FOR AS THEY WERE OF A TRIANGULAR FIGURE, EVERY ANGLE HAD THE SAME DISPOSITION OF ITS SCULPTURES, THAT WHEN YOU TURNED THEM ABOUT, THE VERY SAME FORM OF THEM WAS TURNED ABOUT WITHOUT ANY VARIATION. NOW THAT PART OF THE CROWN-WORK THAT WAS ENCLOSED UNDER THE TABLE HAD ITS SCULPTURES VERY BEAUTIFUL; BUT THAT PART WHICH WENT ROUND ON THE OUTSIDE WAS MORE ELABORATELY ADORNED WITH MOST BEAUTIFUL ORNAMENTS, BECAUSE IT WAS EXPOSED TO SIGHT, AND TO THE VIEW OF THE SPECTATORS; FOR WHICH REASON IT WAS THAT BOTH THOSE SIDES WHICH WERE EXTANT ABOVE THE REST WERE ACUTE, AND NONE OF THE ANGLES, WHICH WE BEFORE TOLD YOU WERE THREE, APPEARED LESS THAN ANOTHER, WHEN THE TABLE WAS TURNED ABOUT. NOW INTO THE CORD-WORK THUS TURNED WERE PRECIOUS STONES INSERTED, IN ROWS PARALLEL ONE TO THE OTHER, ENCLOSED IN GOLDEN BUTTONS, WHICH HAD OUCHES IN THEM; BUT THE PARTS WHICH WERE ON THE SIDE OF THE CROWN, AND WERE EXPOSED TO THE SIGHT, WERE ADORNED WITH A ROW OF OVAL FIGURES OBLIQUELY PLACED, OF THE MOST EXCELLENT SORT OF PRECIOUS STONES, WHICH IMITATED RODS LAID CLOSE, AND ENCOMPASSED THE TABLE ROUND ABOUT. BUT UNDER THESE OVAL FIGURES, THUS ENGRAVEN, THE WORKMEN HAD PUT A CROWN ALL ROUND IT, WHERE THE NATURE OF ALL SORTS OF FRUIT WAS REPRESENTED, INSOMUCH THAT THE BUNCHES OF GRAPES HUNG UP. AND WHEN THEY HAD MADE THE STONES TO REPRESENT ALL THE KINDS OF FRUIT BEFORE MENTIONED, AND THAT EACH IN ITS PROPER COLOR, THEY MADE THEM FAST WITH GOLD ROUND THE WHOLE TABLE. THE LIKE DISPOSITION OF THE OVAL FIGURES, AND OF THE ENGRAVED RODS, WAS FRAMED UNDER THE CROWN, THAT THE TABLE MIGHT ON EACH SIDE SHOW THE SAME APPEARANCE OF VARIETY AND ELEGANCY OF ITS ORNAMENTS; SO THAT NEITHER THE POSITION OF THE WAVE-WORK NOR OF THE CROWN MIGHT BE DIFFERENT, ALTHOUGH THE TABLE WERE TURNED ON THE OTHER SIDE, BUT THAT THE PROSPECT OF THE SAME ARTIFICIAL CONTRIVANCES MIGHT BE EXTENDED AS FAR AS THE FEET; FOR THERE WAS MADE A PLATE OF GOLD FOUR FINGERS BROAD, THROUGH THE ENTIRE BREADTH OF THE TABLE, INTO WHICH THEY INSERTED THE FEET, AND THEN FASTENED THEM TO THE TABLE BY BUTTONS AND BUTTONHOLES, AT THE PLACE WHERE THE CROWN WAS SITUATE, THAT SO ON WHAT SIDE SOEVER OF THE TABLE ONE SHOULD STAND, IT MIGHT EXHIBIT THE VERY SAME VIEW OF THE EXQUISITE WORKMANSHIP, AND OF THE VAST EXPENSES BESTOWED UPON IT: BUT UPON THE TABLE ITSELF THEY ENGRAVED A MEANDER, INSERTING INTO IT VERY VALUABLE STONES IN THE MIDDLE LIKE STARS, OF VARIOUS COLORS; THE CARBUNCLE AND THE EMERALD, EACH OF WHICH SENT OUT AGREEABLE RAYS OF LIGHT TO THE SPECTATORS; WITH SUCH STONES OF OTHER SORTS ALSO AS WERE MOST CURIOUS AND BEST ESTEEMED, AS BEING MOST PRECIOUS IN THEIR KIND. HARD BY THIS MEANDER A TEXTURE OF NETWORK RAN [A] ROUND IT, THE MIDDLE OF WHICH APPEARED LIKE A RHOMBUS, INTO WHICH WERE INSERTED ROCK-CRYSTAL AND AMBER, WHICH, BY THE GREAT RESEMBLANCE OF THE APPEARANCE THEY MADE, GAVE WONDERFUL DELIGHT TO THOSE THAT SAW THEM. THE CHAPITERS OF THE FEET IMITATED THE FIRST BUDDINGS OF LILIES, WHILE THEIR LEAVES WERE BENT AND LAID UNDER THE TABLE, BUT SO THAT THE CHIVES WERE SEEN STANDING UPRIGHT WITHIN THEM. THEIR BASES WERE MADE OF A CARBUNCLE; AND THE PLACE AT THE BOTTOM, WHICH RESTED ON THAT CARBUNCLE, WAS ONE PALM DEEP, AND EIGHT FINGERS IN BREADTH. NOW THEY HAD ENGRAVEN UPON IT WITH A VERY FINE TOOL, AND WITH A GREAT DEAL OF PAINS, A BRANCH OF IVY AND TENDRILS OF THE VINE, SENDING FORTH CLUSTERS OF GRAPES, THAT YOU WOULD GUESS THEY WERE NOWISE DIFFERENT FROM REAL TENDRILS; FOR THEY WERE SO VERY THIN, AND SO VERY FAR EXTENDED AT THEIR EXTREMITIES, THAT THEY WERE MOVED WITH THE WIND, AND MADE ONE BELIEVE THAT THEY WERE THE PRODUCT OF NATURE, AND NOT THE REPRESENTATION OF ART. THEY ALSO MADE THE ENTIRE WORKMANSHIP OF THE TABLE APPEAR TO BE THREEFOLD, WHILE THE JOINTS OF THE SEVERAL PARTS WERE SO UNITED TOGETHER AS TO BE INVISIBLE, AND THE PLACES WHERE THEY JOINED COULD NOT BE DISTINGUISHED. NOW THE THICKNESS OF THE TABLE WAS NOT LESS THAN HALF A CUBIT. SO THAT THIS GIFT, BY THE KING'S GREAT GENEROSITY, BY THE GREAT VALUE OF THE MATERIALS, AND THE VARIETY OF ITS EXQUISITE STRUCTURE, AND THE ARTIFICER'S SKILL IN IMITATING NATURE WITH GRAYING TOOLS, WAS AT LENGTH BROUGHT TO PERFECTION, WHILE THE KING WAS VERY DESIROUS, THAT THOUGH IN LARGENESS IT, WERE NOT TO BE DIFFERENT FROM THAT WHICH WAS ALREADY DEDICATED TO GOD, YET THAT IN EXQUISITE WORKMANSHIP, AND THE NOVELTY OF THE CONTRIVANCES, AND IN THE SPLENDOR OF ITS CONSTRUCTION, IT SHOULD FAR EXCEED IT, AND BE MORE ILLUSTRIOUS THAN THAT WAS. 
10. NOW OF THE CISTERNS OF GOLD THERE WERE TWO, WHOSE SCULPTURE WAS OF SCALE-WORK, FROM ITS BASIS TO ITS BELT-LIKE CIRCLE, WITH VARIOUS SORTS OF STONES ENCHASED IN THE SPIRAL CIRCLES. NEXT TO WHICH THERE WAS UPON IT A MEANDER OF A CUBIT IN HEIGHT; IT WAS COMPOSED OF STONES OF ALL SORTS OF COLORS. AND NEXT TO THIS WAS THE ROD-WORK ENGRAVEN; AND NEXT TO THAT WAS A RHOMBUS IN A TEXTURE OF NET-WORK, DRAWN OUT TO THE BRIM OF THE BASIN, WHILE SMALL SHIELDS, MADE OF STONES, BEAUTIFUL IN THEIR KIND, AND OF FOUR FINGERS' DEPTH, FILLED UP THE MIDDLE PARTS. ABOUT THE TOP OF THE BASIN WERE WREATHED THE LEAVES OF LILIES, AND OF THE CONVOLVULUS, AND THE TENDRILS OF VINES IN A CIRCULAR MANNER. AND THIS WAS THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE TWO CISTERNS OF GOLD, EACH CONTAINING TWO FIRKINS. BUT THOSE WHICH WERE OF SILVER WERE MUCH MORE-BRIGHT AND SPLENDID THAN LOOKING-GLASSES, AND YOU MIGHT IN THEM SEE THE IMAGES THAT FELL UPON THEM MORE PLAINLY THAN IN THE OTHER. THE KING ALSO ORDERED THIRTY VIALS; THOSE OF WHICH THE PARTS THAT WERE OF GOLD, AND FILLED UP WITH PRECIOUS STONES, WERE SHADOWED OVER WITH THE LEAVES OF IVY AND OF VINES, ARTIFICIALLY ENGRAVEN. AND THESE WERE THE VESSELS THAT WERE AFTER AN EXTRAORDINARY MANNER BROUGHT TO THIS PERFECTION, PARTLY BY THE SKILL OF THE WORKMEN, WHO WERE ADMIRABLE IN SUCH FINE WORK, BUT MUCH MORE BY THE DILIGENCE AND GENEROSITY OF THE KING, WHO NOT ONLY SUPPLIED THE ARTIFICERS ABUNDANTLY, AND WITH GREAT GENEROSITY, WITH WHAT THEY WANTED, BUT HE FORBADE PUBLIC AUDIENCES FOR THE TIME, AND CAME AND STOOD BY THE WORKMEN, AND SAW THE WHOLE OPERATION. AND THIS WAS THE CAUSE WHY THE WORKMEN WERE SO ACCURATE IN THEIR PERFORMANCE, BECAUSE THEY HAD REGARD TO THE KING, AND TO HIS GREAT CONCERN ABOUT THE VESSELS, AND SO THE MORE INDEFATIGABLY KEPT CLOSE TO THE WORK. 
11. AND THESE WERE WHAT GIFTS WERE SENT BY PTOLEMY TO JERUSALEM, AND DEDICATED TO GOD THERE. BUT WHEN ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST HAD DEVOTED THEM TO GOD, AND HAD PAID DUE RESPECT TO THOSE THAT BROUGHT THEM, AND HAD GIVEN THEM PRESENTS TO BE CARRIED TO THE KING, HE DISMISSED THEM. AND WHEN THEY WERE COME TO ALEXANDRIA, AND PTOLEMY HEARD THAT THEY WERE COME, AND THAT THE SEVENTY ELDERS WERE COME ALSO, HE PRESENTLY SENT FOR ANDREAS AND ARISTENS, HIS AMBASSADORS, WHO CAME TO HIM, AND DELIVERED HIM THE EPISTLE WHICH THEY BROUGHT HIM FROM THE HIGH PRIEST, AND MADE ANSWER TO ALL THE QUESTIONS HE PUT TO THEM BY WORD OF MOUTH. HE THEN MADE HASTE TO MEET THE ELDERS THAT CAME FROM JERUSALEM FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF THE LAWS; AND HE GAVE COMMAND, THAT EVERY BODY WHO CAME ON OTHER OCCASIONS SHOULD BE SENT AWAY, WHICH WAS A THING SURPRISING, AND WHAT HE DID NOT USE TO DO; FOR THOSE THAT WERE DRAWN THITHER UPON SUCH OCCASIONS USED TO COME TO HIM ON THE FIFTH DAY, BUT AMBASSADORS AT THE MONTH'S END. BUT WHEN HE HAD SENT THOSE AWAY, HE WAITED FOR THESE THAT WERE SENT BY ELEAZAR; BUT AS THE OLD MEN CAME IN WITH THE PRESENTS, WHICH THE HIGH PRIEST HAD GIVEN THEM TO BRING TO THE KING, AND WITH THE MEMBRANES, UPON WHICH THEY HAD THEIR LAWS WRITTEN IN GOLDEN LETTERS HE PUT QUESTIONS TO THEM CONCERNING THOSE BOOKS; AND WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN OFF THE COVERS WHEREIN THEY WERE WRAPT UP, THEY SHOWED HIM THE MEMBRANES. SO, THE KING STOOD ADMIRING THE THINNESS OF THOSE MEMBRANES, AND THE EXACTNESS OF THE JUNCTURES, WHICH COULD NOT BE PERCEIVED; (SO EXACTLY WERE THEY CONNECTED ONE WITH ANOTHER;) AND THIS HE DID FOR A CONSIDERABLE TIME. HE THEN SAID THAT HE RETURNED THEM THANKS FOR COMING TO HIM, AND STILL GREATER THANKS TO HIM THAT SENT THEM; AND, ABOVE ALL, TO THAT GOD WHOSE LAWS THEY APPEARED TO BE. THEN DID THE ELDERS, AND THOSE THAT WERE PRESENT WITH THEM, CRY OUT WITH ONE VOICE, AND WISHED ALL HAPPINESS TO THE KING. UPON WHICH HE FELL INTO TEARS BY THE VIOLENCE OF THE PLEASURE HE HAD, IT BEING NATURAL TO MEN TO AFFORD THE SAME INDICATIONS IN GREAT JOY THAT THEY DO UNDER SORROWS. AND WHEN HE HAD BID THEM DELIVER THE BOOKS TO THOSE THAT WERE APPOINTED TO RECEIVE THEM, HE SALUTED THE MEN, AND SAID THAT IT WAS BUT JUST TO DISCOURSE, IN THE FIRST PLACE, OF THE ERRAND THEY WERE SENT ABOUT, AND THEN TO ADDRESS HIMSELF TO THEMSELVES. HE PROMISED, HOWEVER, THAT HE WOULD MAKE THIS DAY ON WHICH THEY CAME TO HIM REMARKABLE AND EMINENT EVERY YEAR THROUGH THE WHOLE COURSE OF HIS LIFE; FOR THEIR COMING TO HIM, AND THE VICTORY WHICH HE GAINED OVER ANTIGONUS BY SEA, PROVED TO BE ON THE VERY SAME DAY. HE ALSO GAVE ORDERS THAT THEY SHOULD SUP WITH HIM; AND GAVE IT IN CHARGE THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE EXCELLENT LODGINGS PROVIDED FOR THEM IN THE UPPER PART OF THE CITY. 
12. NOW HE THAT WAS APPOINTED TO TAKE CARE OF THE RECEPTION OF STRANGERS, NICANOR BY NAME, CALLED FOR DOROTHEUS, WHOSE DUTY IT WAS TO MAKE PROVISION FOR THEM, AND BID HIM PREPARE FOR EVERY ONE OF THEM WHAT SHOULD BE REQUISITE FOR THEIR DIET AND WAY OF LIVING; WHICH THING WAS ORDERED BY THE KING AFTER THIS MANNER: HE TOOK CARE THAT THOSE THAT BELONGED TO EVERY CITY, WHICH DID NOT USE THE SAME WAY OF LIVING, THAT ALL THINGS SHOULD BE PREPARED FOR THEM ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THOSE THAT CAME TO HIM, THAT, BEING FEASTED ACCORDING TO THE USUAL METHOD OF THEIR OWN WAY OF LIVING, THEY MIGHT BE THE BETTER PLEASED, AND MIGHT NOT BE UNEASY AT ANY THING DONE TO THEM FROM WHICH THEY WERE NATURALLY AVERSE. AND THIS WAS NOW DONE IN THE CASE OF THESE MEN BY DOROTHEUS, WHO WAS PUT INTO THIS OFFICE BECAUSE OF HIS GREAT SKILL IN SUCH MATTERS BELONGING TO COMMON LIFE; FOR HE TOOK CARE OF ALL SUCH MATTERS AS CONCERNED THE RECEPTION OF STRANGERS, AND APPOINTED THEM DOUBLE SEATS FOR THEM TO SIT ON, ACCORDING AS THE KING HAD COMMANDED HIM TO DO; FOR HE HAD COMMANDED THAT HALF OF THEIR SEATS SHOULD BE SET AT HIS RIGHT HAND, AND THE OTHER HALF BEHIND HIS TABLE, AND TOOK CARE THAT NO RESPECT SHOULD BE OMITTED THAT COULD BE SHOWN THEM. AND WHEN THEY WERE THUS SET DOWN, HE BID DOROTHEUS TO MINISTER TO ALL THOSE THAT WERE COME TO HIM FROM JUDEA, AFTER THE MANNER THEY USED TO BE MINISTERED TO; FOR WHICH CAUSE HE SENT AWAY THEIR SACRED HERALDS, AND THOSE THAT SLEW THE SACRIFICES, AND THE REST THAT USED TO SAY GRACE; BUT CALLED TO ONE OF THOSE THAT WERE COME TO HIM, WHOSE NAME WAS ELEAZAR, WHO W A PRIEST, AND DESIRED HIM TO SAY GRACE; WHO THEN STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THEM, AND PRAYED, THAT ALL PROSPERITY MIGHT ATTEND THE KING, AND THOSE THAT WERE HIS SUBJECTS. UPON WHICH AN ACCLAMATION WAS MADE BY THE WHOLE COMPANY, WITH JOY AND A GREAT NOISE; AND WHEN THAT. WAS OVER, THEY FELL TO EATING THEIR SUPPER, AND TO THE ENJOYMENT OF WHAT WAS SET BEFORE THEM. AND AT A LITTLE INTERVAL AFTERWARD, WHEN THE KING THOUGHT A SUFFICIENT TIME HAD BEEN INTERPOSED, HE BEGAN TO TALK PHILOSOPHICALLY TO THEM, AND HE ASKED EVERY ONE OF THEM A PHILOSOPHICAL QUESTION AND SUCH A ONE AS MIGHT GIVE LIGHT IN THOSE INQUIRIES; AND WHEN THEY HAD EXPLAINED ALL THE PROBLEMS THAT HAD BEEN PROPOSED BY THE KING ABOUT EVERY POINT, HE WAS WELL-PLEASED WITH THEIR ANSWERS. THIS TOOK UP THE TWELVE DAYS IN WHICH THEY WERE TREATED; AND HE THAT PLEASES MAY LEARN THE PARTICULAR QUESTIONS IN THAT BOOK OF ARISTEUS, WHICH HE WROTE ON THIS VERY OCCASION. 
13. AND WHILE NOT THE KING ONLY, BUT THE PHILOSOPHER MENEDEMUS ALSO, ADMIRED THEM, AND SAID THAT ALL THINGS WERE GOVERNED BY PROVIDENCE, AND THAT IT WAS PROBABLE THAT THENCE IT WAS THAT SUCH FORCE OR BEAUTY WAS DISCOVERED IN THESE MEN'S WORDS, THEY THEN LEFT OFF ASKING ANY MORE SUCH QUESTIONS. BUT THE KING SAID THAT HE HAD GAINED VERY GREAT ADVANTAGES BY THEIR COMING, FOR THAT HE HAD RECEIVED THIS PROFIT FROM THEM, THAT HE HAD LEARNED HOW HE OUGHT TO RULE HIS SUBJECTS. AND HE GAVE ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE EVERY ONE THREE TALENTS GIVEN THEM, AND THAT THOSE THAT WERE TO CONDUCT THEM TO THEIR LODGING SHOULD DO IT. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN THREE DAYS WERE OVER, DEMETRIUS TOOK THEM, AND WENT OVER THE CAUSEWAY SEVEN FURLONGS LONG: IT WAS A BANK IN THE SEA TO AN ISLAND. AND WHEN THEY HAD GONE OVER THE BRIDGE, HE PROCEEDED TO THE NORTHERN PARTS, AND SHOWED THEM WHERE THEY SHOULD MEET, WHICH WAS IN A HOUSE THAT WAS BUILT NEAR THE SHORE, AND WAS A QUIET PLACE, AND FIT FOR THEIR DISCOURSING TOGETHER ABOUT THEIR WORK. WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT THEM THITHER, HE ENTREATED THEM (NOW THEY HAD ALL THINGS ABOUT THEM WHICH THEY WANTED FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF THEIR LAW) THAT THEY WOULD SUFFER NOTHING TO INTERRUPT THEM IN THEIR WORK. ACCORDINGLY, THEY MADE AN ACCURATE INTERPRETATION, WITH GREAT ZEAL AND GREAT PAINS, AND THIS THEY CONTINUED TO DO TILL THE NINTH HOUR OF THE DAY; AFTER WHICH TIME THEY RELAXED, AND TOOK CARE OF THEIR BODY, WHILE THEIR FOOD WAS PROVIDED FOR THEM IN GREAT PLENTY: BESIDES, DOROTHEUS, AT THE KING'S COMMAND, BROUGHT THEM A GREAT DEAL OF WHAT WAS PROVIDED FOR THE KING HIMSELF. BUT IN THE MORNING, THEY CAME TO THE COURT AND SALUTED PTOLEMY, AND THEN WENT AWAY TO THEIR FORMER PLACE, WHERE, WHEN THEY HAD WASHED THEIR HANDS, AND PURIFIED THEMSELVES, THEY BETOOK THEMSELVES TO THE INTERPRETATION OF THE LAWS. NOW WHEN THE LAW WAS TRANSCRIBED, AND THE LABOR OF INTERPRETATION WAS OVER, WHICH CAME TO ITS CONCLUSION IN SEVENTY-TWO DAYS, DEMETRIUS GATHERED ALL THE JEWS TOGETHER TO THE PLACE WHERE THE LAWS WERE TRANSLATED, AND WHERE THE INTERPRETERS WERE, AND READ THEM OVER. THE MULTITUDE DID ALSO APPROVE OF THOSE ELDERS THAT WERE THE INTERPRETERS OF THE LAW. THEY WITHAL COMMENDED DEMETRIUS FOR HIS PROPOSAL, AS THE INVENTOR OF WHAT WAS GREATLY FOR THEIR HAPPINESS; AND THEY DESIRED THAT HE WOULD GIVE LEAVE TO THEIR RULERS ALSO TO READ THE LAW. MOREOVER, THEY ALL, BOTH THE PRIEST AND THE ANCIENTEST OF THE ELDERS, AND THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF THEIR COMMONWEALTH, MADE IT THEIR REQUEST, THAT SINCE THE INTERPRETATION WAS HAPPILY FINISHED, IT MIGHT CONTINUE IN THE STATE IT NOW WAS, AND MIGHT NOT BE ALTERED. AND WHEN THEY ALL COMMENDED THAT DETERMINATION OF THEIRS, THEY ENJOINED, THAT IF ANY ONE OBSERVED EITHER ANY THING SUPERFLUOUS, OR ANY THING OMITTED, THAT HE WOULD TAKE A VIEW OF IT AGAIN, AND HAVE IT LAID BEFORE THEM, AND CORRECTED; WHICH WAS A WISE ACTION OF THEIRS, THAT WHEN THE THING WAS JUDGED TO HAVE BEEN WELL DONE, IT MIGHT CONTINUE FOR EVER. 
14. SO THE KING REJOICED WHEN HE SAW THAT HIS DESIGN OF THIS NATURE WAS BROUGHT TO PERFECTION, TO SO GREAT ADVANTAGE; AND HE WAS CHIEFLY DELIGHTED WITH HEARING THE LAWS READ TO HIM; AND WAS ASTONISHED AT THE DEEP MEANING AND WISDOM OF THE LEGISLATOR. AND HE BEGAN TO DISCOURSE WITH DEMETRIUS, "HOW IT CAME TO PASS, THAT WHEN THIS LEGISLATION WAS SO WONDERFUL, NO ONE, EITHER OF THE POETS OR OF THE HISTORIANS, HAD MADE MENTION OF IT." DEMETRIUS MADE ANSWER, "THAT NO ONE DURST BE SO BOLD AS TO TOUCH UPON THE DESCRIPTION OF THESE LAWS, BECAUSE THEY WERE DIVINE AND VENERABLE, AND BECAUSE SOME THAT HAD ATTEMPTED IT WERE AFFLICTED BY GOD." HE ALSO TOLD HIM, THAT "THEOPOMPUS WAS DESIROUS OF WRITING SOMEWHAT ABOUT THEM, BUT WAS THEREUPON DISTURBED IN HIS MIND FOR ABOVE THIRTY DAYS' TIME; AND UPON SOME INTERMISSION OF HIS DISTEMPER, HE APPEASED GOD [BY PRAYER], AS SUSPECTING THAT HIS MADNESS PROCEEDED FROM THAT CAUSE." NAY, INDEED, HE FURTHER SAW IN A DREAM, THAT HIS DISTEMPER BEFELL HIM WHILE HE INDULGED TOO GREAT A CURIOSITY ABOUT DIVINE MATTERS, AND WAS DESIROUS OF PUBLISHING THEM AMONG COMMON MEN; BUT WHEN HE LEFT OFF THAT ATTEMPT, HE RECOVERED HIS UNDERSTANDING AGAIN. MOREOVER, HE INFORMED HIM OF THEODECTES, THE TRAGIC POET, CONCERNING WHOM IT WAS REPORTED, THAT WHEN IN A CERTAIN DRAMATIC REPRESENTATION, HE WAS DESIROUS TO MAKE MENTION OF THINGS THAT WERE CONTAINED IN THE SACRED BOOKS, HE WAS AFFLICTED WITH A DARKNESS IN HIS EYES; AND THAT UPON HIS BEING CONSCIOUS OF THE OCCASION OF HIS DISTEMPER, AND APPEASING GOD [BY PRAYER], HE WAS FREED FROM THAT AFFLICTION. 
15. AND WHEN THE KING HAD RECEIVED THESE BOOKS FROM DEMETRIUS, AS WE HAVE SAID ALREADY, HE ADORED THEM, AND GAVE ORDER THAT GREAT CARE SHOULD BE TAKEN OF THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT REMAIN UNCORRUPTED. HE ALSO DESIRED THAT THE INTERPRETERS WOULD COME OFTEN TO HIM OUT OF JUDEA, AND THAT BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF THE RESPECTS THAT HE WOULD PAY THEM, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THE PRESENTS HE WOULD MAKE THEM; FOR HE SAID IT WAS NOW BUT JUST TO SEND THEM AWAY, ALTHOUGH IF, OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, THEY WOULD COME TO HIM HEREAFTER, THEY SHOULD OBTAIN ALL THAT THEIR OWN WISDOM MIGHT JUSTLY REQUIRE, AND WHAT HIS GENEROSITY WAS ABLE TO GIVE THEM. SO, HE THEN SENT THEM AWAY, AND GAVE TO EVERY ONE OF THEM THREE GARMENTS OF THE BEST SORT, AND TWO TALENTS OF GOLD, AND A CUP OF THE VALUE OF ONE TALENT, AND THE FURNITURE OF THE ROOM WHEREIN THEY WERE FEASTED. AND THESE WERE THE THINGS HE PRESENTED TO THEM. BUT BY THEM HE SENT TO ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST TEN BEDS, WITH FEET OF SILVER, AND THE FURNITURE TO THEM BELONGING, AND A CUP OF THE VALUE OF THIRTY TALENTS; AND BESIDES THESE, TEN GARMENTS, AND PURPLE, AND A VERY BEAUTIFUL CROWN, AND A HUNDRED PIECES OF THE FINEST WOVEN LINEN; AS ALSO VIALS AND DISHES, AND VESSELS FOR POURING, AND TWO GOLDEN CISTERNS TO BE DEDICATED TO GOD. HE ALSO DESIRED HIM, BY AN EPISTLE, THAT HE WOULD GIVE THESE INTERPRETERS LEAVE, IF ANY OF THEM WERE DESIROUS OF COMING TO HIM, BECAUSE HE HIGHLY VALUED A CONVERSATION WITH MEN OF SUCH LEARNING, AND SHOULD BE VERY WILLING TO LAY OUT HIS WEALTH UPON SUCH MEN. AND THIS WAS WHAT CAME TO THE JEWS, AND WAS MUCH TO THEIR GLORY AND HONOR, FROM PTOLEMY PHILADELPHUS.
CHAPTER 3. HOW THE KINGS OF ASIA HONORED THE NATION OF THE JEWS AND MADE THEM CITIZENS OF THOSE CITIES WHICH THEY BUILT. 
1. THE JEWS ALSO OBTAINED HONORS FROM THE KINGS OF ASIA WHEN THEY BECAME THEIR AUXILIARIES; FOR SELEUCUS NICATOR MADE THEM CITIZENS IN THOSE CITIES WHICH HE BUILT IN ASIA, AND IN THE LOWER SYRIA, AND IN THE METROPOLIS ITSELF, ANTIOCH; AND GAVE THEM PRIVILEGES EQUAL TO THOSE OF THE MACEDONIANS AND GREEKS, WHO WERE THE INHABITANTS, INSOMUCH THAT THESE PRIVILEGES CONTINUE TO THIS VERY DAY: AN ARGUMENT FOR WHICH YOU HAVE IN THIS, THAT WHEREAS THE JEWS DO NOT MAKE USE OF OIL PREPARED BY FOREIGNERS, THEY RECEIVE A CERTAIN SUM OF MONEY FROM THE PROPER OFFICERS BELONGING TO THEIR EXERCISES AS THE VALUE OF THAT OIL; WHICH MONEY, WHEN THE PEOPLE OF ANTIOCH WOULD HAVE DEPRIVED THEM OF, IN THE LAST WAR, MUCIANUS, WHO WAS THEN PRESIDENT OF SYRIA, PRESERVED IT TO THEM. AND WHEN THE PEOPLE OF ALEXANDRIA AND OF ANTIOCH DID AFTER THAT, AT THE TIME THAT VESPASIAN AND TITUS HIS SON GOVERNED THE HABITABLE EARTH, PRAY THAT THESE PRIVILEGES OF CITIZENS MIGHT BE TAKEN AWAY, THEY DID NOT OBTAIN THEIR REQUEST. IN WHICH BEHAVIOR ANY ONE MAY DISCERN THE EQUITY AND GENEROSITY OF THE ROMANS, ESPECIALLY OF VESPASIAN AND TITUS, WHO, ALTHOUGH THEY HAD BEEN AT A GREAT DEAL OF PAINS IN THE WAR AGAINST THE JEWS, AND WERE EXASPERATED AGAINST THEM, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT DELIVER UP THEIR WEAPONS TO THEM, BUT CONTINUED THE WAR TO THE VERY LAST, YET DID NOT THEY TAKE AWAY ANY OF THEIR FOREMENTIONED PRIVILEGES BELONGING TO THEM AS CITIZENS, BUT RESTRAINED THEIR ANGER, AND OVERCAME THE PRAYERS OF THE ALEXANDRIANS AND ANTIOCHIANS, WHO WERE A VERY POWERFUL PEOPLE, INSOMUCH THAT THEY DID NOT YIELD TO THEM, NEITHER OUT OF THEIR FAVOR TO THESE PEOPLE, NOR OUT OF THEIR OLD GRUDGE AT THOSE WHOSE WICKED OPPOSITION THEY HAD SUBDUED IN THE WAR; NOR WOULD THEY ALTER ANY OF THE ANCIENT FAVORS GRANTED TO THE JEWS, BUT SAID, THAT THOSE WHO HAD BORNE ARMS AGAINST THEM, AND FOUGHT THEM, HAD SUFFERED PUNISHMENT ALREADY, AND THAT IT WAS NOT JUST TO DEPRIVE THOSE THAT HAD NOT OFFENDED OF THE PRIVILEGES THEY ENJOYED. 
2. WE ALSO KNOW THAT MARCUS AGRIPPA WAS OF THE LIKE DISPOSITION TOWARDS THE JEWS: FOR WHEN THE PEOPLE OF IONIA WERE VERY ANGRY AT THEM, AND BESOUGHT AGRIPPA THAT THEY, AND THEY ONLY, MIGHT HAVE THOSE PRIVILEGES OF CITIZENS WHICH ANTIOCHUS, THE GRANDSON OF SELEUCUS, (WHO BY THE GREEKS WAS CALLED THE GOD,) HAD BESTOWED ON THEM, AND DESIRED THAT, IF THE JEWS WERE TO BE JOINT-PARTAKERS WITH THEM, THEY MIGHT BE OBLIGED TO WORSHIP THE GODS THEY THEMSELVES WORSHIPPED: BUT WHEN THESE MATTERS WERE BROUGHT TO THE TRIAL, THE JEWS PREVAILED, AND OBTAINED LEAVE TO MAKE USE OF THEIR OWN CUSTOMS, AND THIS UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF NICOLAUS OF DAMASCUS; FOR AGRIPPA GAVE SENTENCE THAT HE COULD NOT INNOVATE. AND IF ANY ONE HATH A MIND TO KNOW THIS MATTER ACCURATELY, LET HIM PERUSE THE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-THIRD AND HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FOURTH BOOKS OF THE HISTORY OF THIS NICOLAUS. NOW AS TO THIS DETERMINATION OF AGRIPPA, IT IS NOT SO MUCH TO BE ADMIRED, FOR AT THAT TIME OUR NATION HAD NOT MADE WAR AGAINST THE ROMANS. BUT ONE MAY WELL BE ASTONISHED AT THE GENEROSITY OF VESPASIAN AND TITUS, THAT AFTER SO GREAT WARS AND CONTESTS WHICH THEY HAD FROM US, THEY SHOULD USE SUCH MODERATION. BUT I WILL NOW RETURN TO THAT PART OF MY HISTORY WHENCE I MADE THE PRESENT DIGRESSION. 
3. NOW IT HAPPENED THAT IN THE REIGN OF ANTIOCHUS THE GREAT, WHO RULED OVER ALL ASIA, THAT THE JEWS, AS WELL AS THE INHABITANTS OF CELESYRIA, SUFFERED GREATLY, AND THEIR LAND WAS SORELY HARASSED; FOR WHILE HE WAS AT WAR WITH PTOLEMY PHILOPATER, AND WITH HIS SON, WHO WAS CALLED EPIPHANES, IT FELL OUT THAT THESE NATIONS WERE EQUALLY SUFFERERS, BOTH WHEN HE WAS BEATEN, AND WHEN HE BEAT THE OTHERS: SO THAT THEY WERE VERY LIKE TO A SHIP IN A STORM, WHICH IS TOSSED BY THE WAVES ON BOTH SIDES; AND JUST THUS WERE THEY IN THEIR SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE BETWEEN ANTIOCHUS'S PROSPERITY AND ITS CHANGE TO ADVERSITY. BUT AT LENGTH, WHEN ANTIOCHUS HAD BEATEN PTOLEMY, HE SEIZED UPON JUDEA; AND WHEN PHILOPATER WAS DEAD, HIS SON SENT OUT A GREAT ARMY UNDER SCOPAS, THE GENERAL OF HIS FORCES, AGAINST THE INHABITANTS OF CELESYRIA, WHO TOOK MANY OF THEIR CITIES, AND IN PARTICULAR OUR NATION; WHICH WHEN HE FELL UPON THEM, WENT OVER TO HIM. YET WAS IT NOT LONG AFTERWARD WHEN ANTIOCHUS OVERCAME SCOPAS, IN A BATTLE FOUGHT AT THE FOUNTAINS OF JORDAN, AND DESTROYED A GREAT PART OF HIS ARMY. BUT AFTERWARD, WHEN ANTIOCHUS SUBDUED THOSE CITIES OF CELESYRIA WHICH SCOPAS HAD GOTTEN INTO HIS POSSESSION, AND SAMARIA WITH THEM, THE JEWS, OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, WENT OVER TO HIM, AND RECEIVED HIM INTO THE CITY [JERUSALEM], AND GAVE PLENTIFUL PROVISION TO ALL HIS ARMY, AND TO HIS ELEPHANTS, AND READILY ASSISTED HIM WHEN HE BESIEGED THE GARRISON WHICH WAS IN THE CITADEL OF JERUSALEM. WHEREFORE ANTIOCHUS THOUGHT IT BUT JUST TO REQUITE THE JEWS' DILIGENCE AND ZEAL IN HIS SERVICE. SO, HE WROTE TO THE GENERALS OF HIS ARMIES, AND TO HIS FRIENDS, AND GAVE TESTIMONY TO THE GOOD BEHAVIOR OF THE JEWS TOWARDS HIM, AND INFORMED THEM WHAT REWARDS HE HAD RESOLVED TO BESTOW ON THEM FOR THAT THEIR BEHAVIOR. I WILL SET DOWN PRESENTLY THE EPISTLES THEMSELVES WHICH HE WROTE TO THE GENERALS CONCERNING THEM, BUT WILL FIRST PRODUCE THE TESTIMONY OF POLYBIUS OF MEGALOPOLIS; FOR THUS DOES HE, SPEAK, IN THE SIXTEENTH BOOK OF HIS HISTORY: "NOW SCOPAS, THE GENERAL OF PTOLEMY'S ARMY, WENT IN HASTE TO THE SUPERIOR PARTS OF THE COUNTRY, AND IN THE, WINTER TIME OVERTHREW THE NATION OF THE JEWS?' HE ALSO SAITH, IN THE SAME BOOK, THAT "WHEN SEOPAS WAS CONQUERED BY ANTIOCHUS, ANTIOCHUS RECEIVED BATANEA, AND SAMARIA, AND ABILA, AND GADARA; AND THAT, A WHILE AFTERWARDS, THERE CAME IN TO HIM THOSE JEWS THAT INHABITED NEAR THAT TEMPLE WHICH WAS CALLED JERUSALEM; CONCERNING WHICH, ALTHOUGH I HAVE MORE TO SAY, AND PARTICULARLY CONCERNING THE PRESENCE OF GOD ABOUT THAT TEMPLE, YET DO I PUT OFF THAT HISTORY TILL ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY." THIS IT IS WHICH POLYBIUS RELATES. BUT WE WILL RETURN TO THE SERIES OF THE HISTORY, WHEN WE HAVE FIRST PRODUCED THE EPISTLES OF KING ANTIOCHUS. 
KING ANTIOCHUS TO PTOLEMY, SENDETH GREETING. 
"SINCE THE JEWS, UPON OUR FIRST ENTRANCE ON THEIR COUNTRY, DEMONSTRATED THEIR FRIENDSHIP TOWARDS US, AND WHEN WE CAME TO THEIR CITY [JERUSALEM], RECEIVED US IN A SPLENDID MANNER, AND CAME TO MEET US WITH THEIR SENATE, AND GAVE ABUNDANCE OF PROVISIONS TO OUR SOLDIERS, AND TO THE ELEPHANTS, AND JOINED WITH US IN EJECTING THE GARRISON OF THE EGYPTIANS THAT WERE IN THE CITADEL, WE HAVE THOUGHT FIT TO REWARD THEM, AND TO RETRIEVE THE CONDITION OF THEIR CITY, WHICH HATH BEEN GREATLY DEPOPULATED BY SUCH ACCIDENTS AS HAVE BEFALLEN ITS INHABITANTS, AND TO BRING THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN SCATTERED ABROAD BACK TO THE CITY. AND, IN THE FIRST PLACE, WE HAVE DETERMINED, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR PIETY TOWARDS GOD, TO BESTOW ON THEM, AS A PENSION, FOR THEIR SACRIFICES OF ANIMALS THAT ARE FIT FOR SACRIFICE, FOR WINE, AND OIL, AND FRANKINCENSE, THE VALUE OF TWENTY THOUSAND PIECES OF SILVER, AND [SIX] SACRED ARTABRAE OF FINE FLOUR, WITH ONE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED AND SIXTY MEDIMNI OF WHEAT, AND THREE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE MEDIMNI OF SALT. AND THESE PAYMENTS I WOULD HAVE FULLY PAID THEM, AS I HAVE SENT ORDERS TO YOU. I WOULD ALSO HAVE THE WORK ABOUT THE TEMPLE FINISHED, AND THE CLOISTERS, AND IF THERE BE ANY THING ELSE THAT OUGHT TO BE REBUILT. AND FOR THE MATERIALS OF WOOD, LET IT BE BROUGHT THEM OUT OF JUDEA ITSELF AND OUT OF THE OTHER COUNTRIES, AND OUT OF LIBANUS TAX FREE; AND THE SAME I WOULD HAVE OBSERVED AS TO THOSE OTHER MATERIALS WHICH WILL BE NECESSARY, IN ORDER TO RENDER THE TEMPLE MORE GLORIOUS; AND LET ALL OF THAT NATION LIVE ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF THEIR OWN COUNTRY; AND LET THE SENATE, AND THE PRIESTS, AND THE SCRIBES OF THE TEMPLE, AND THE SACRED SINGERS, BE DISCHARGED FROM POLL-MONEY AND THE CROWN TAX AND OTHER TAXES ALSO. AND THAT THE CITY MAY THE SOONER RECOVER ITS INHABITANTS, I GRANT A DISCHARGE FROM TAXES FOR THREE YEARS TO ITS PRESENT INHABITANTS, AND TO SUCH AS SHALL COME TO IT, UNTIL THE MONTH HYPERHERETUS. WE ALSO DISCHARGE THEM FOR THE FUTURE FROM A THIRD PART OF THEIR TAXES, THAT THE LOSSES THEY HAVE SUSTAINED MAY BE REPAIRED. AND ALL THOSE CITIZENS THAT HAVE BEEN CARRIED AWAY, AND ARE BECOME SLAVES, WE GRANT THEM AND THEIR CHILDREN THEIR FREEDOM, AND GIVE ORDER THAT THEIR SUBSTANCE BE RESTORED TO THEM." 
4. AND THESE WERE THE CONTENTS OF THIS EPISTLE. HE ALSO PUBLISHED A DECREE THROUGH ALL HIS KINGDOM IN HONOR OF THE TEMPLE, WHICH CONTAINED WHAT FOLLOWS: "IT SHALL BE LAWFUL FOR NO FOREIGNER TO COME WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE TEMPLE ROUND ABOUT; WHICH THING IS FORBIDDEN ALSO TO THE JEWS, UNLESS TO THOSE WHO, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN CUSTOM, HAVE PURIFIED THEMSELVES. NOR LET ANY FLESH OF HORSES, OR OF MULES, OR OF ASSES, HE BROUGHT INTO THE CITY, WHETHER THEY BE WILD OR TAME; NOR THAT OF LEOPARDS, OR FOXES, OR HARES; AND, IN GENERAL, THAT OF ANY ANIMAL WHICH IS FORBIDDEN FOR THE JEWS TO EAT. NOR LET THEIR SKINS BE BROUGHT INTO IT; NOR LET ANY SUCH ANIMAL BE BRED UP IN THE CITY. LET THEM ONLY BE PERMITTED TO USE THE SACRIFICES DERIVED FROM THEIR FOREFATHERS, WITH WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN OBLIGED TO MAKE ACCEPTABLE ATONEMENTS TO GOD. AND HE THAT TRANSGRESSETH ANY OF THESE ORDERS, LET HIM PAY TO THE PRIESTS THREE THOUSAND DRACHMAE OF SILVER." MOREOVER, THIS ANTIOCHUS BARE TESTIMONY TO OUR PIETY AND FIDELITY, IN AN EPISTLE OF HIS, WRITTEN WHEN HE WAS INFORMED OF A SEDITION IN PHRYGIA AND LYDIA, AT WHICH TIME HE WAS IN THE SUPERIOR PROVINCES, WHEREIN HE COMMANDED ZENXIS, THE GENERAL OF HIS FORCES, AND HIS MOST INTIMATE FRIEND, TO SEND SOME OF OUR NATION OUT OF BABYLON INTO PHRYGIA. THE EPISTLE WAS THIS: 
KING ANTIOCHUS TO ZEUXIS HIS FATHER, SENDETH GREETING. 
"IF YOU ARE IN HEALTH, IT IS WELL. I ALSO AM IN HEALTH. HAVING BEEN INFORMED THAT A SEDITION IS ARISEN IN LYDIA AND PHRYGIA, I THOUGHT THAT MATTER REQUIRED GREAT CARE; AND UPON ADVISING WITH MY FRIENDS WHAT WAS FIT TO BE DONE, IT HATH BEEN THOUGHT PROPER TO REMOVE TWO THOUSAND FAMILIES OF JEWS, WITH THEIR EFFECTS, OUT OF MESOPOTAMIA AND BABYLON, UNTO THE CASTLES AND PLACES THAT LIE MOST CONVENIENT; FOR I AM PERSUADED THAT THEY WILL BE WELL-DISPOSED GUARDIANS OF OUR POSSESSIONS, BECAUSE OF THEIR PIETY TOWARDS GOD, AND BECAUSE I KNOW THAT MY PREDECESSORS HAVE BORNE WITNESS TO THEM, THAT THEY ARE FAITHFUL, AND WITH ALACRITY DO WHAT THEY ARE DESIRED TO DO. I WILL, THEREFORE, THOUGH IT BE A LABORIOUS WORK, THAT THOU REMOVE THESE JEWS, UNDER A PROMISE, THAT THEY SHALL BE PERMITTED TO USE THEIR OWN LAWS. AND WHEN THOU SHALT HAVE BROUGHT THEM TO THE PLACES FORE MENTIONED, THOU SHALT GIVE EVERYONE OF THEIR FAMILIES A PLACE FOR BUILDING THEIR HOUSES, AND A PORTION OF THE LAND FOR THEIR HUSBANDRY, AND FOR THE PLANTATION OF THEIR VINES; AND THOU SHALT DISCHARGE THEM FROM PAYING TAXES OF THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH FOR TEN YEARS; AND LET THEM HAVE A PROPER QUANTITY OF WHEAT FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THEIR SERVANTS, UNTIL THEY RECEIVE BREAD CORN OUT OF THE EARTH; ALSO LET A SUFFICIENT SHARE BE GIVEN TO SUCH AS MINISTER TO THEM IN THE NECESSARIES OF LIFE, THAT BY ENJOYING THE EFFECTS OF OUR HUMANITY, THEY MAY SHOW THEMSELVES THE MORE WILLING AND READY ABOUT OUR AFFAIRS. TAKE CARE LIKEWISE OF THAT NATION, AS FAR AS THOU ART ABLE, THAT THEY MAY NOT HAVE ANY DISTURBANCE GIVEN THEM BY ANY ONE." NOW THESE TESTIMONIALS WHICH I HAVE PRODUCED ARE SUFFICIENT TO DECLARE THE FRIENDSHIP THAT ANTIOCHUS THE GREAT BARE TO THE JEWS.
CHAPTER 6. HOW ANTIOCHUS MADE A LEAGUE WITH PTOLEMY AND HOW ONIAS PROVOKED PTOLEMY EUERGETES TO ANGER; AND HOW JOSEPH BROUGHT ALL THINGS RIGHT AGAIN, AND ENTERED INTO FRIENDSHIP WITH HIM; AND WHAT OTHER THINGS WERE DONE BY JOSEPH, AND HIS SON HYRCANUS. 
1. AFTER THIS ANTIOCHUS MADE A FRIENDSHIP AND LEAGUE WITH PTOLEMY, AND GAVE HIM HIS DAUGHTER CLEOPATRA TO WIFE, AND YIELDED UP TO HIM CELESYRIA, AND SAMARIA, AND JUDEA, AND PHOENICIA, BY WAY OF DOWRY. AND UPON THE DIVISION OF THE TAXES BETWEEN THE TWO KINGS, ALL THE PRINCIPAL MEN FRAMED THE TAXES OF THEIR SEVERAL COUNTRIES, AND COLLECTING THE SUM THAT WAS SETTLED FOR THEM, PAID THE SAME TO THE [TWO] KINGS. NOW AT THIS TIME THE SAMARITANS WERE IN A FLOURISHING CONDITION, AND MUCH DISTRESSED THE JEWS, CUTTING OFF PARTS OF THEIR LAND, AND CARRYING OFF SLAVES. THIS HAPPENED WHEN ONIAS WAS HIGH PRIEST; FOR AFTER ELEAZAR'S DEATH, HIS UNCLE MANASSEH TOOK THE PRIESTHOOD, AND AFTER HE HAD ENDED HIS LIFE, ONIAS RECEIVED THAT DIGNITY. HE WAS THE SON OF SIMON, WHO WAS CALLED THE JUST: WHICH SIMON WAS THE BROTHER OF ELEAZAR, AS I SAID BEFORE. THIS ONIAS WAS ONE OF A LITTLE SOUL, AND A GREAT LOVER OF MONEY; AND FOR THAT REASON, BECAUSE HE DID NOT PAY THAT TAX OF TWENTY TALENTS OF SILVER, WHICH HIS FOREFATHERS PAID TO THESE THINGS OUT OF THEIR OWN ESTATES, HE PROVOKED KING PTOLEMY EUERGETES TO ANGER, WHO WAS THE FATHER OF PHILOPATER. EUERGETES SENT AN AMBASSADOR TO JERUSALEM, AND COMPLAINED THAT ONIAS DID NOT PAY HIS TAXES, AND THREATENED, THAT IF HE DID NOT RECEIVE THEM, HE WOULD SEIZE UPON THEIR LAND, AND SEND SOLDIERS TO LIVE UPON IT. WHEN THE JEWS HEARD THIS MESSAGE OF THE KING, THEY WERE CONFOUNDED; BUT SO SORDIDLY COVETOUS WAS ONIAS, THAT NOTHING OF THINGS NATURE MADE HIM ASHAMED. 
2. THERE WAS NOW ONE JOSEPH, YOUNG IN AGE, BUT OF GREAT REPUTATION AMONG THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM, FOR GRAVITY, PRUDENCE, AND JUSTICE. HIS FATHER'S NAME WAS TOBIAS; AND HIS MOTHER WAS THE SISTER OF ONIAS THE HIGH PRIEST, WHO INFORMED HIM OF THE COMING OF THE AMBASSADOR; FOR HE WAS THEN SOJOURNING AT A VILLAGE NAMED PHICOL, WHERE HE WAS BORN. HEREUPON HE CAME TO THE CITY [JERUSALEM], AND REPROVED ONIAS FOR NOT TAKING CARE OF THE PRESERVATION OF HIS COUNTRYMEN, BUT BRINGING THE NATION INTO DANGERS, BY NOT PAYING THIS MONEY. FOR WHICH PRESERVATION OF THEM, HE TOLD HIM HE HAD RECEIVED THE AUTHORITY OVER THEM, AND HAD BEEN MADE HIGH PRIEST; BUT THAT, IN CASE HE WAS SO GREAT A LOVER OF MONEY, AS TO ENDURE TO SEE HIS COUNTRY IN DANGER ON THAT ACCOUNT, AND HIS COUNTRYMEN SUFFER THE GREATEST DAMAGES, HE ADVISED HIM TO GO TO THE KING, AND PETITION HIM TO REMIT EITHER THE WHOLE OR A PART OF THE SUM DEMANDED. ONIAS'S ANSWER WAS THIS: THAT HE DID NOT CARE FOR HIS AUTHORITY, AND THAT HE WAS READY, IF THE THING WERE PRACTICABLE, TO LAY DOWN HIS HIGH PRIESTHOOD; AND THAT HE WOULD NOT GO TO THE KING, BECAUSE HE TROUBLED NOT HIMSELF AT ALL ABOUT SUCH MATTERS. JOSEPH THEN ASKED HIM IF HE WOULD NOT GIVE HIM LEAVE TO GO AMBASSADOR ON BEHALF OF THE NATION. HE REPLIED, THAT HE WOULD GIVE HIM LEAVE. UPON WHICH JOSEPH WENT UP INTO THE TEMPLE, AND CALLED THE MULTITUDE TOGETHER TO A CONGREGATION, AND EXHORTED THEM NOT TO BE DISTURBED NOR AFFRIGHTED, BECAUSE OF HIS UNCLE ONIAS'S CARELESSNESS, BUT DESIRED THEM TO BE AT REST, AND NOT TERRIFY THEMSELVES WITH FEAR ABOUT IT; FOR HE PROMISED THEM THAT HE WOULD BE THEIR AMBASSADOR TO THE KING, AND PERSUADE HIM THAT THEY HAD DONE HIM NO WRONG. AND WHEN THE MULTITUDE HEARD THIS, THEY RETURNED THANKS TO JOSEPH. SO, HE WENT DOWN FROM THE TEMPLE, AND TREATED PTOLEMY'S AMBASSADOR IN A HOSPITABLE MANNER. HE ALSO PRESENTED HIM WITH RICH GIFTS, AND FEASTED HIM MAGNIFICENTLY FOR MANY DAYS, AND THEN SENT HIM TO THE KING BEFORE HIM, AND TOLD HIM THAT HE WOULD SOON FOLLOW HIM; FOR HE WAS NOW MORE WILLING TO GO TO THE KING, BY THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE AMBASSADOR, WHO EARNESTLY PERSUADED HIM TO COME INTO EGYPT, AND PROMISED HIM THAT HE WOULD TAKE CARE THAT HE SHOULD OBTAIN EVERY THING THAT HE DESIRED OF PTOLEMY; FOR HE WAS HIGHLY PLEASED WITH HIS FRANK AND LIBERAL TEMPER, AND WITH THE GRAVITY OF HIS DEPORTMENT. 
3. WHEN PTOLEMY'S AMBASSADOR WAS COME INTO EGYPT, HE TOLD THE KING OF THE THOUGHTLESS TEMPER OF ONIAS; AND INFORMED HIM OF THE GOODNESS OF THE DISPOSITION OF JOSEPH; AND THAT HE WAS COMING TO HIM TO EXCUSE THE MULTITUDE, AS NOT HAVING DONE HIM ANY HARM, FOR THAT HE WAS THEIR PATRON. IN SHORT, HE WAS SO VERY LARGE IN HIS ENCOMIUMS UPON THE YOUNG MAN, THAT HE DISPOSED BOTH THE KING AND HIS WIFE CLEOPATRA TO HAVE A KINDNESS FOR HIM BEFORE HE CAME. SO, JOSEPH SENT TO HIS FRIENDS AT SAMARIA, AND BORROWED MONEY OF THEM, AND GOT READY WHAT WAS NECESSARY FOR HIS JOURNEY, GARMENTS AND CUPS, AND BEASTS FOR BURDEN, WHICH AMOUNTED TO ABOUT TWENTY THOUSAND DRACHMAE, AND WENT TO ALEXANDRIA. NOW IT HAPPENED THAT AT THIS TIME ALL THE PRINCIPAL MEN AND RULERS WENT UP OUT OF THE CITIES OF SYRIA AND PHOENICIA, TO BID FOR THEIR TAXES; FOR EVERY YEAR THE KING SOLD THEM TO THE MEN OF THE GREATEST POWER IN EVERY CITY. SO, THESE MEN SAW JOSEPH JOURNEYING ON THE WAY, AND LAUGHED AT HIM FOR HIS POVERTY AND MEANNESS. BUT WHEN HE CAME TO ALEXANDRIA, AND HEARD THAT KING PTOLEMY WAS AT MEMPHIS, BE WENT UP THITHER TO MEET WITH HIM; WHICH HAPPENED AS THE KING WAS SITTING IN HIS CHARIOT, WITH HIS WIFE, AND WITH HIS FRIEND ATHENION, WHO WAS THE VERY PERSON WHO HAD BEEN AMBASSADOR AT JERUSALEM, AND HAD BEEN ENTERTAINED BY JOSEPH. AS SOON THEREFORE AS ATHENION SAW HIM, HE PRESENTLY MADE HIM KNOWN TO THE KING, HOW GOOD AND GENEROUS A YOUNG MAN HE WAS. SO PTOLEMY SALUTED HIM FIRST, AND DESIRED HIM TO COME UP INTO HIS CHARIOT; AND AS JOSEPH SAT THERE, HE BEGAN TO COMPLAIN OF THE MANAGEMENT OF ONIAS: TO WHICH HE ANSWERED, "FORGIVE HIM, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS AGE; FOR THOU CANST NOT CERTAINLY BE UNACQUAINTED WITH THIS, THAT OLD MEN AND INFANTS HAVE THEIR MINDS EXACTLY ALIKE; BUT THOU SHALT HAVE FROM US, WHO ARE YOUNG MEN, EVERY THING THOU DESIREST, AND SHALT HAVE NO CAUSE TO COMPLAIN." WITH THIS GOOD HUMOR AND PLEASANTRY OF THE YOUNG MAN, THE KING WAS SO DELIGHTED, THAT HE BEGAN ALREADY, AS THOUGH HE HAD HAD LONG EXPERIENCE OF HIM, TO HAVE A STILL GREATER AFFECTION FOR HIM, INSOMUCH THAT HE BADE HIM TAKE HIS DIET IN THE KING'S PALACE, AND BE A GUEST AT HIS OWN TABLE EVERY DAY. BUT WHEN THE KING WAS COME TO ALEXANDRIA, THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF SYRIA SAW HIM SITTING WITH THE KING, AND WERE MUCH OFFENDED AT IT. 
4. AND WHEN THE DAY CAME ON WHICH THE KING WAS TO LET THE TAXES OF THE CITIES TO FARM, AND THOSE THAT WERE THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF DIGNITY IN THEIR SEVERAL COUNTRIES WERE TO BID FOR THEM, THE SUM OF THE TAXES TOGETHER, OF CELESYRIA, AND PHOENICIA, AND JUDEA, WITH SAMARIA, [AS THEY WERE BIDDEN FOR,] CAME TO EIGHT THOUSAND TALENTS. HEREUPON JOSEPH ACCUSED THE BIDDERS, AS HAVING AGREED TOGETHER TO ESTIMATE THE VALUE OF THE TAXES AT TOO LOW A RATE; AND HE PROMISED THAT HE WOULD HIMSELF GIVE TWICE AS MUCH FOR THEM: BUT FOR THOSE WHO DID NOT PAY, HE WOULD SEND THE KING HOME THEIR WHOLE SUBSTANCE; FOR THIS PRIVILEGE WAS SOLD TOGETHER WITH THE TAXES THEMSELVES. THE KING WAS PLEASED TO HEAR THAT OFFER; AND BECAUSE IT AUGMENTED HIS REVENUES, HE SAID HE WOULD CONFIRM THE SALE OF THE TAXES TO HIM. BUT WHEN HE ASKED HIM THIS QUESTION, WHETHER HE HAD ANY SURETIES THAT WOULD BE BOUND FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE MONEY? HE ANSWERED VERY PLEASANTLY, "I WILL GIVE SUCH SECURITY, AND THOSE OF PERSONS GOOD AND RESPONSIBLE, AND WHICH YOU SHALL HAVE NO REASON TO DISTRUST." AND WHEN HE BID HIM NAME THEM WHO THEY WERE, HE REPLIED, "I GIVE THEE NO OTHER PERSONS, O KING, FOR MY SURETIES, THEN THYSELF, AND THIS THY WIFE; AND YOU SHALL BE SECURITY FOR BOTH PARTIES." SO, PTOLEMY LAUGHED AT THE PROPOSAL, AND GRANTED HIM THE FARMING OF THE TAXES WITHOUT ANY SURETIES. THIS PROCEDURE WAS A SORE GRIEF TO THOSE THAT CAME FROM THE CITIES INTO EGYPT, WHO WERE UTTERLY DISAPPOINTED; AND THEY RETURNED EVERY ONE TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY WITH SHAME. 
5. BUT JOSEPH TOOK WITH HIM TWO THOUSAND-FOOT SOLDIERS FROM THE KING, FOR HE DESIRED HE MIGHT HAVE SOME ASSISTANCE, IN ORDER TO FORCE SUCH AS WERE REFRACTORY IN THE CITIES TO PAY. AND BORROWING OF THE KING'S FRIENDS AT ALEXANDRIA FIVE HUNDRED TALENTS, HE MADE HASTE BACK INTO SYRIA. AND WHEN HE WAS AT ASKELON, AND DEMANDED THE TAXES OF THE PEOPLE OF ASKELON, THEY REFUSED TO PAY ANY THING, AND AFFRONTED HIM ALSO; UPON WHICH HE SEIZED UPON ABOUT TWENTY OF THE PRINCIPAL MEN, AND SLEW THEM, AND GATHERED WHAT THEY HAD TOGETHER, AND SENT IT ALL TO THE KING, AND INFORMED HIM WHAT HE HAD DONE. PTOLEMY ADMIRED THE PRUDENT CONDUCT OF THE MAN, AND COMMENDED HIM FOR WHAT HE HAD DONE, AND GAVE HIM LEAVE TO DO AS HE PLEASED. WHEN THE SYRIANS HEARD OF THIS, THEY WERE ASTONISHED; AND HAVING BEFORE THEM A SAD EXAMPLE IN THE MEN OF ASKELON THAT WERE SLAIN, THEY OPENED THEIR GATES, AND WILLINGLY ADMITTED JOSEPH, AND PAID THEIR TAXES. AND WHEN THE INHABITANTS OF SCYTHOPOLIS ATTEMPTED TO AFFRONT HIM, AND WOULD NOT PAY HIM THOSE TAXES WHICH THEY FORMERLY USED TO PAY, WITHOUT DISPUTING ABOUT THEM, HE SLEW ALSO THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF THAT CITY, AND SENT THEIR EFFECTS TO THE KING. BY THIS MEANS HE GATHERED GREAT WEALTH TOGETHER, AND MADE VAST GAINS BY THIS FARMING OF THE TAXES; AND HE MADE USE OF WHAT ESTATE HE HAD THUS GOTTEN, IN ORDER TO SUPPORT HIS AUTHORITY, AS THINKING IT A PIECE OF PRUDENCE TO KEEP WHAT HAD BEEN THE OCCASION AND FOUNDATION OF HIS PRESENT GOOD FORTUNE; AND THIS HE DID BY THE ASSISTANCE OF WHAT HE WAS ALREADY POSSESSED OF, FOR HE PRIVATELY SENT MANY PRESENTS TO THE KING, AND TO CLEOPATRA, AND TO THEIR FRIENDS, AND TO ALL THAT WERE POWERFUL ABOUT THE COURT, AND THEREBY PURCHASED THEIR GOOD-WILL TO HIMSELF. 
6. THIS GOOD FORTUNE HE ENJOYED FOR TWENTY-TWO YEARS, AND WAS BECOME THE FATHER OF SEVEN SONS BY ONE WIFE; HE HAD ALSO ANOTHER SON, WHOSE NAME WAS HYRCANUS, BY HIS BROTHER SOLYMIUS'S DAUGHTER, WHOM HE MARRIED ON THE FOLLOWING OCCASION. HE ONCE CAME TO ALEXANDRIA WITH HIS BROTHER, WHO HAD ALONG WITH HIM A DAUGHTER ALREADY MARRIAGEABLE, IN ORDER TO GIVE HER IN WEDLOCK TO SOME OF THE JEWS OF CHIEF DIGNITY THERE. HE THEN SUPPED WITH THE KING, AND FALLING IN LOVE WITH AN ACTRESS THAT WAS OF GREAT BEAUTY, AND CAME INTO THE ROOM WHERE THEY FEASTED, HE TOLD HIS BROTHER OF IT, AND ENTREATED HIM, BECAUSE A JEW IS FORBIDDEN BY THEIR LAW TO COME NEAR TO A FOREIGNER, TO CONCEAL HIS OFFENSE; AND TO BE KIND AND SUBSERVIENT TO HIM, AND TO GIVE HIM AN OPPORTUNITY OF FULFILLING HIS DESIRES. UPON WHICH HIS BROTHER WILLINGLY ENTERTAINED THE PROPOSAL OF SERVING HIM, AND ADORNED HIS OWN DAUGHTER, AND BROUGHT HER TO HIM BY NIGHT, AND PUT HER INTO HIS BED. AND JOSEPH, BEING DISORDERED WITH DRINK, KNEW NOT WHO SHE WAS, AND SO LAY WITH HIS BROTHER'S DAUGHTER; AND THIS DID HE MANY TIMES, AND LOVED HER EXCEEDINGLY; AND SAID TO HIS BROTHER, THAT HE LOVED THIS ACTRESS SO WELL, THAT HE SHOULD RUN THE HAZARD OF HIS LIFE [IF HE MUST PART WITH HER], AND YET PROBABLY THE KING WOULD NOT GIVE HIM LEAVE [TO TAKE HER WITH HIM]. BUT HIS BROTHER BID HIM BE IN NO CONCERN ABOUT THAT MATTER, AND TOLD HIM HE MIGHT ENJOY HER WHOM HE LOVED WITHOUT ANY DANGER, AND MIGHT HAVE HER FOR HIS WIFE; AND OPENED THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER TO HIM, AND ASSURED HIM THAT HE CHOSE RATHER TO HAVE HIS OWN DAUGHTER ABUSED, THAN TO OVERLOOK HIM, AND SE HIM COME TO [PUBLIC] DISGRACE. SO, JOSEPH COMMENDED HIM FOR THIS HIS BROTHERLY LOVE, AND MARRIED HIS DAUGHTER; AND BY HER BEGAT A SON, WHOSE NAME WAS HYRCANUS, AS WE SAID BEFORE. AND WHEN THIS HIS YOUNGEST SON SHOWED, AT THIRTEEN YEARS OLD, A MIND THAT WAS BOTH COURAGEOUS AND WISE, AND WAS GREATLY ENVIED BY HIS BRETHREN, AS BEING OF A GENIUS MUCH ABOVE THEM, AND SUCH A ONE AS THEY MIGHT WELL ENVY, JOSEPH HAD ONCE A MIND TO KNOW WHICH OF HIS SONS HAD THE BEST DISPOSITION TO VIRTUE; AND WHEN HE SENT THEM SEVERALLY TO THOSE THAT HAD THEN THE BEST REPUTATION FOR INSTRUCTING YOUTH, THE REST OF HIS CHILDREN, BY REASON OF THEIR SLOTH AND UNWILLINGNESS TO TAKE PAINS, RETURNED TO HIM FOOLISH AND UNLEARNED. AFTER THEM HE SENT OUT THE YOUNGEST, HYRCANUS, AND GAVE HIM THREE HUNDRED, YOKE OF OXEN, AND BID HIM GO TWO DAYS' JOURNEY INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND SOW THE LAND THERE, AND YET KEPT BACK PRIVATELY THE YOKES OF THE OXEN THAT COUPLED THEM TOGETHER. WHEN HYRCANUS CAME TO THE PLACE, AND FOUND HE HAD NO YOKES WITH HIM, HE CONTENMED THE DRIVERS OF THE OXEN, WHO ADVISED HIM TO SEND SOME TO HIS FATHER, TO BRING THEM SOME YOKES; BUT HE THINKING THAT HE OUGHT NOT TO LOSE HIS TIME WHILE THEY SHOULD BE SENT TO BRING HIM THE YOKES, HE INVENTED A KIND OF STRATAGEM, AND WHAT SUITED AN AGE OLDER THAN HIS OWN; FOR HE SLEW TEN YOKE OF THE OXEN, AND DISTRIBUTED THEIR FLESH AMONG THE LABORERS, AND CUT THEIR HIDES INTO SEVERAL PIECES, AND MADE HIM YOKES, AND YOKED THE OXEN TOGETHER WITH THEM; BY WHICH MEANS HE SOWED AS MUCH LAND AS HIS FATHER HAD APPOINTED HIM TO SOW, AND RETURNED TO HIM. AND WHEN HE WAS COME BACK, HIS FATHER WAS MIGHTILY PLEASED WITH HIS SAGACITY, AND COMMENDED THE SHARPNESS OF HIS UNDERSTANDING, AND HIS BOLDNESS IN WHAT HE DID. AND HE STILL LOVED HIM THE MORE, AS IF HE WERE HIS ONLY GENUINE SON, WHILE HIS BRETHREN WERE MUCH TROUBLED AT IT. 
7. BUT WHEN ONE TOLD HIM THAT PTOLEMY HAD A SON JUST BORN, AND THAT ALL THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF SYRIA, AND THE OTHER COUNTRIES SUBJECT TO HIM, WERE TO KEEP A FESTIVAL, ON ACCOUNT OF THE CHILD'S BIRTHDAY, AND WENT AWAY IN HASTE WITH GREAT RETINUES TO ALEXANDRIA, HE WAS HIMSELF INDEED HINDERED FROM GOING BY OLD AGE; BUT HE MADE TRIAL OF HIS SONS, WHETHER ANY OF THEM WOULD BE WILLING TO GO TO THE KING. AND WHEN THE ELDER SONS EXCUSED THEMSELVES FROM GOING, AND SAID THEY WERE NOT COURTIERS GOOD ENOUGH FOR SUCH CONVERSATION, AND ADVISED HIM TO SEND THEIR BROTHER HYRCANUS, HE GLADLY HEARKENED TO THAT ADVICE, AND CALLED HYRCANUS, AND ASKED HIM WHETHER HE WOULD GO TO THE KING, AND WHETHER IT WAS AGREEABLE TO HIM TO GO OR NOT. AND UPON HIS PROMISE THAT HE WOULD GO, AND HIS SAYING THAT HE SHOULD NOT WANT MUCH MONEY FOR HIS JOURNEY, BECAUSE HE WOULD LIVE MODERATELY, AND THAT TEN THOUSAND DRACHMAS WOULD BE SUFFICIENT, HE WAS PLEASED WITH HIS SON'S PRUDENCE. AFTER A LITTLE WHILE, THE SON ADVISED HIS FATHER NOT TO SEND HIS PRESENTS TO THE KING FROM THENCE, BUT TO GIVE HIM A LETTER TO HIS STEWARD AT ALEXANDRIA, THAT HE MIGHT FURNISH HIM WITH MONEY, FOR PURCHASING WHAT SHOULD BE MOST EXCELLENT AND MOST PRECIOUS. SO, HE THINKING THAT THE EXPENSE OF TEN TALENTS WOULD BE ENOUGH FOR PRESENTS TO BE MADE THE KING, AND COMMENDING HIS SON, AS GIVING HIM GOOD ADVICE, WROTE TO ARION HIS STEWARD, THAT MANAGED ALL HIS MONEY MATTERS AT ALEXANDRIA; WHICH MONEY WAS NOT LESS THAN THREE THOUSAND TALENTS ON HIS ACCOUNT, FOR JOSEPH SENT THE MONEY HE RECEIVED IN SYRIA TO ALEXANDRIA. AND WHEN THE DAY APPOINTED FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE TAXES TO THE KING CAME, HE WROTE TO ARION TO PAY THEM. SO, WHEN THE SON HAD ASKED HIS FATHER FOR A LETTER TO THE STEWARD, AND HAD RECEIVED IT, HE MADE HASTE TO ALEXANDRIA. AND WHEN HE WAS GONE, HIS BRETHREN WROTE TO ALL THE KING'S FRIENDS, THAT THEY SHOULD DESTROY HIM. 
8. BUT WHEN HE WAS COME TO ALEXAUDRIA, HE DELIVERED HIS LETTER TO ARION, WHO ASKED HIM HOW MANY TALENTS HE WOULD HAVE (HOPING HE WOULD ASK FOR NO MORE THAN TEN, OR A LITTLE MORE); HE SAID HE WANTED A THOUSAND TALENTS. AT WHICH THE STEWARD WAS ANGRY, AND REBUKED HIM, AS ONE THAT INTENDED TO LIVE EXTRAVAGANTLY; AND HE LET HIM KNOW HOW HIS FATHER HAD GATHERED TOGETHER HIS ESTATE BY PAINSTAKING, AND RESISTING HIS INCLINATIONS, AND WISHED HIM TO IMITATE THE EXAMPLE OF HIS FATHER: HE ASSURED HIM WITHAL, THAT HE WOULD GIVE HIM BUT TEN TALENTS, AND THAT FOR A PRESENT TO THE KING ALSO. THE SON WAS IRRITATED AT THIS, AND THREW ARION INTO PRISON. BUT WHEN ARION'S WIFE HAD INFORMED CLEOPATRA OF THIS, WITH HER ENTREATY, THAT SHE WOULD REBUKE THE CHILD FOR WHAT HE HAD DONE, (FOR ARION WAS IN GREAT ESTEEM WITH HER,) CLEOPATRA INFORMED THE KING OF IT. AND PTOLEMY SENT FOR HYRCANUS, AND TOLD HIM THAT HE WONDERED, WHEN HE WAS SENT TO HIM BY HIS FATHER, THAT HE HAD NOT YET COME INTO HIS PRESENCE, BUT HAD LAID THE STEWARD IN PRISON. AND HE GAVE ORDER, THEREFORE, THAT HE SHOULD COME TO HIM, AND GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THE REASON OF WHAT HE HAD DONE. AND THEY REPORT THAT THE ANSWER HE MADE TO THE KING'S MESSENGER WAS THIS: THAT "THERE WAS A LAW OF HIS THAT FORBADE A CHILD THAT WAS BORN TO TASTE OF THE SACRIFICE, BEFORE HE HAD BEEN AT THE TEMPLE AND SACRIFICED TO GOD. ACCORDING TO WHICH WAY OF REASONING HE DID NOT HIMSELF COME TO HIM IN EXPECTATION OF THE PRESENT HE WAS TO MAKE TO HIM, AS TO ONE WHO HAD BEEN HIS FATHER'S BENEFACTOR; AND THAT HE HAD PUNISHED THE SLAVE FOR DISOBEYING HIS COMMANDS, FOR THAT IT MATTERED NOT WHETHER A MASTER WAS LITTLE OR GREAT: SO THAT UNLESS WE PUNISH SUCH AS THESE, THOU THYSELF MAYST ALSO EXPECT TO BE DESPISED BY THY SUBJECTS." UPON HEARING THIS HIS, ANSWER HE FELL A LAUGHING, AND WONDERED AT THE GREAT SOUL OF THE CHILD. 
9. WHEN ARION WAS APPRIZED THAT THIS WAS THE KING'S DISPOSITION, AND THAT HE HAD NO WAY TO HELP HIMSELF, HE GAVE THE CHILD A THOUSAND TALENTS, AND WAS LET OUT OF PRISON. SO, AFTER THREE DAYS WERE OVER, HYRCANUS CAME AND SALUTED THE KING AND QUEEN. THEY SAW HIM WITH PLEASURE, AND FEASTED HIM IN AN OBLIGING MANNER, OUT OF THE RESPECT THEY BARE TO HIS FATHER. SO, HE CAME TO THE MERCHANTS PRIVATELY, AND BOUGHT A HUNDRED BOYS, THAT HAD LEARNING, AND WERE IN THE FLOWER OF THEIR AGES, EACH AT A TALENT APIECE; AS ALSO HE BOUGHT A HUNDRED MAIDENS, EACH AT THE SAME PRICE AS THE OTHER. AND WHEN HE WAS INVITED TO FEAST WITH THE KING AMONG THE PRINCIPAL MEN IN THE COUNTRY, HE SAT DOWN THE LOWEST OF THEM ALL, BECAUSE HE WAS LITTLE REGARDED, AS A CHILD IN AGE STILL; AND THIS BY THOSE WHO PLACED EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO THEIR DIGNITY. NOW WHEN ALL THOSE THAT SAT WITH HIM HAD LAID THE BONES OF THE SEVERAL PARTS ON A HEAP BEFORE HYRCANUS, (FOR THEY HAD THEMSELVES TAKEN AWAY THE FLESH BELONGING TO THEM,) TILL THE TABLE WHERE HE SAT WAS FILLED FULL WITH THEM, TRYPHO, WHO WAS THE KING'S JESTER, AND WAS APPOINTED FOR JOKES AND LAUGHTER AT FESTIVALS, WAS NOW ASKED BY THE GUESTS THAT SAT AT THE TABLE [TO EXPOSE HIM TO LAUGHTER]. SO, HE STOOD BY THE KING, AND SAID, "DOST THOU NOT SEE, MY LORD, THE BONES THAT LIE BY HYRCANUS? BY THIS SIMILITUDE THOU MAYST CONJECTURE THAT HIS FATHER MADE ALL SYRIA AS BARE AS HE HATH MADE THESE BONES." AND THE KING LAUGHING AT WHAT TRYPHO SAID, AND ASKING OF HYRCANUS, HOW HE CAME TO HAVE SO MANY BONES BEFORE HIM? HE REPLIED," VERY RIGHTFULLY, MY LORD; FOR THEY ARE DOGS THAT EAT THE FLESH AND THE BONES TOGETHER, AS THESE THY GUESTS HAVE DONE, (LOOKING IN THE MEAN TIME AT THOSE GUESTS,) FOR THERE IS NOTHING BEFORE THEM; BUT THEY ARE MEN THAT EAT THE FLESH, AND CAST AWAY THE HONES, AS I, WHO AM ALSO A MAN, HAVE NOW DONE." UPON WHICH THE KING ADMIRED AT HIS ANSWER, WHICH WAS SO WISELY MADE; AND BID THEM ALL MAKE AN ACCLAMATION, AS A MARK OF THEIR APPROBATION OF HIS JEST, WHICH WAS TRULY A FACETIOUS ONE. ON THE NEXT DAY HYRCANUS WENT TO EVERY ONE OF THE KING'S FRIENDS, AND OF THE MEN POWERFUL AT COURT, AND SALUTED THEM; BUT STILL INQUIRED OF THE SERVANTS WHAT PRESENT THEY WOULD MAKE THE KING ON HIS SON'S BIRTHDAY; AND WHEN SOME SAID THAT THEY WOULD GIVE TWELVE TALENTS, AND THAT OTHERS OF GREATER DIGNITY WOULD EVERY ONE GIVE ACCORDING TO THE QUANTITY OF THEIR RICHES, HE PRETENDED TO EVERY ONE OF THEM TO BE GRIEVED THAT HE WAS NOT ABLE TO BRING SO LARGE A PRESENT; FOR THAT HE HAD NO MORE THAN FIVE TALENTS. AND WHEN THE SERVANTS HEARD WHAT HE SAID, THEY TOLD THEIR MASTERS; AND THEY REJOICED IN THE PROSPECT THAT JOSEPH WOULD BE DISAPPROVED, AND WOULD MAKE THE KING ANGRY, BY THE SMALLNESS OF HIS PRESENT. WHEN THE DAY CAME, THE OTHERS, EVEN THOSE THAT BROUGHT THE MOST, OFFERED THE KING NOT ABOVE TWENTY TALENTS; BUT HYRCANUS GAVE TO EVERY ONE OF THE HUNDRED BOYS AND HUNDRED MAIDENS THAT HE HAD BOUGHT A TALENT APIECE, FOR THEM TO CARRY, AND INTRODUCED THEM, THE BOYS TO THE KING, AND THE MAIDENS TO CLEOPATRA; EVERY BODY WONDERING AT THE UNEXPECTED RICHNESS OF THE PRESENTS, EVEN THE KING AND QUEEN THEMSELVES. HE ALSO PRESENTED THOSE THAT ATTENDED ABOUT THE KING WITH GIFTS TO THE VALUE OF A GREAT NUMBER OF TALENTS, THAT HE MIGHT ESCAPE THE DANGER HE WAS IN FROM THEM; FOR TO THESE IT WAS THAT HYRCANUS'S BRETHREN HAD WRITTEN TO DESTROY HIM. NOW PTOLEMY ADMIRED AT THE YOUNG MAN'S MAGNANIMITY, AND COMMANDED HIM TO ASK WHAT GIFT HE PLEASED. BUT HE DESIRED NOTHING ELSE TO BE DONE FOR HIM BY THE KING THAN TO WRITE TO HIS FATHER AND BRETHREN ABOUT HIM. SO, WHEN THE KING HAD PAID HIM VERY GREAT RESPECTS, AND HAD GIVEN HIM VERY LARGE GIFTS, AND HAD WRITTEN TO HIS FATHER AND HIS BRETHREN, AND ALL HIS COMMANDERS AND OFFICERS, ABOUT HIM, HE SENT HIM AWAY. BUT WHEN HIS BRETHREN HEARD THAT HYRCANUS HAD RECEIVED SUCH FAVORS FROM THE KING, AND WAS RETURNING HOME WITH GREAT HONOR, THEY WENT OUT TO MEET HIM, AND TO DESTROY HIM, AND THAT WITH THE PRIVITY OF THEIR FATHER; FOR HE WAS ANGRY AT HIM FOR THE [LARGE] SUM OF MONEY THAT HE BESTOWED FOR PRESENTS, AND SO HAD NO CONCERN FOR HIS PRESERVATION. HOWEVER, JOSEPH CONCEALED THE ANGER HE HAD AT HIS SON, OUT OF FEAR OF THE KING. AND WHEN HYRCANUS'S BRETHREN CAME TO FIGHT HIM, HE SLEW MANY OTHERS OF THOSE THAT WERE WITH THEM, AS ALSO TWO OF HIS BRETHREN THEMSELVES; BUT THE REST OF THEM ESCAPED TO JERUSALEM TO THEIR FATHER. BUT WHEN HYRCANUS CAME TO THE CITY, WHERE NOBODY WOULD RECEIVE HIM, HE WAS AFRAID FOR HIMSELF, AND RETIRED BEYOND THE RIVER JORDAN, AND, THERE ABODE, BUT OBLIGING THE BARBARIANS TO PAY THEIR TAXES. 
10. AT THIS TIME SELEUCUS, WHO WAS CALLED SOTER, REIGNED OVER ASIA, BEING THE SON OF ANTIOCHUS THE GREAT. AND [NOW] HYRCANUS'S FATHER, JOSEPH, DIED. HE WAS A GOOD MAN, AND OF GREAT MAGNANIMITY; AND BROUGHT THE JEWS OUT OF A STATE OF POVERTY AND MEANNESS, TO ONE THAT WAS MORE SPLENDID. HE RETAINED THE FARM OF THE TAXES OF SYRIA, AND PHOENICIA, AND SAMARIA TWENTY-TWO YEARS. HIS UNCLE ALSO, ONIAS, DIED [ABOUT THIS TIME], AND LEFT THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD TO HIS SON SIMEON. AND WHEN HE WAS DEAD, ONIAS HIS SON SUCCEEDED HIM IN THAT DIGNITY. TO HIM IT WAS THAT AREUS, KING OF THE LACEDEMONIANS, SENT AN EMBASSAGE, WITH AN EPISTLE; THE COPY WHEREOF HERE FOLLOWS: 
"AREUS, KING OF THE LACEDEMONIANS, TO ONIAS, SENDETH GREETING. 
"WE HAVE MET WITH A CERTAIN WRITING, WHEREBY WE HAVE DISCOVERED THAT BOTH THE JEWS AND THE LACEDEMONIANS ARE OF ONE STOCK, AND ARE DERIVED FROM THE KINDRED OF ABRAHAM IT IS BUT JUST THEREFORE THAT YOU, WHO ARE OUR BRETHREN, SHOULD SEND TO US ABOUT ANY OF YOUR CONCERNS AS YOU PLEASE. WE WILL ALSO DO THE SAME THING, AND ESTEEM YOUR CONCERNS AS OUR OWN, AND WILL LOOK UPON OUR CONCERNS AS IN COMMON WITH YOURS. DEMOTELES, WHO BRINGS YOU THIS LETTER, WILL BRING YOUR ANSWER BACK TO US. THIS LETTER IS FOUR-SQUARE; AND THE SEAL IS AN EAGLE, WITH A DRAGON IN HIS CLAWS." 
11. AND THESE WERE THE CONTENTS OF THE EPISTLE WHICH WAS SENT FROM THE KING OF THE LACEDEMONIANS. BUT, UPON THE DEATH OF JOSEPH, THE PEOPLE GREW SEDITIOUS, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS SONS. FOR WHEREAS THE ELDERS MADE WAR AGAINST HYRCANUS, WHO WAS THE YOUNGEST OF JOSEPH'S SONS, THE MULTITUDE WAS DIVIDED, BUT THE GREATER PART JOINED WITH THE ELDERS IN THIS WAR; AS DID SIMON THE HIGH PRIEST, BY REASON HE WAS OF KIN TO THEM. HOWEVER, HYRCANUS DETERMINED NOT TO RETURN TO JERUSALEM ANY MORE, BUT SEATED HIMSELF BEYOND JORDAN, AND WAS AT PERPETUAL WAR WITH THE ARABIANS, AND SLEW MANY OF THEM, AND TOOK MANY OF THEM CAPTIVES. HE ALSO ERECTED A STRONG CASTLE, AND BUILT IT ENTIRELY OF WHITE STONE TO THE VERY ROOF, AND HAD ANIMALS OF A PRODIGIOUS MAGNITUDE ENGRAVEN UPON IT. HE ALSO DREW ROUND IT A GREAT AND DEEP CANAL OF WATER. HE ALSO MADE CAVES OF MANY FURLONGS IN LENGTH, BY HOLLOWING A ROCK THAT WAS OVER AGAINST HIM; AND THEN HE MADE LARGE ROOMS IN IT, SOME FOR FEASTING, AND SOME FOR SLEEPING AND LIVING IN. HE INTRODUCED ALSO A VAST QUANTITY OF WATERS WHICH RAN ALONG IT, AND WHICH WERE VERY DELIGHTFUL AND ORNAMENTAL IN THE COURT. BUT STILL HE MADE THE ENTRANCES AT THE MOUTH OF THE CAVES SO NARROW, THAT NO MORE THAN ONE PERSON COULD ENTER BY THEM AT ONCE. AND THE REASON WHY HE BUILT THEM AFTER THAT MANNER WAS A GOOD ONE; IT WAS FOR HIS OWN PRESERVATION, LEST HE SHOULD BE BESIEGED BY HIS BRETHREN, AND RUN THE HAZARD OF BEING CAUGHT BY THEM. MOREOVER, HE BUILT COURTS OF GREATER MAGNITUDE THAN ORDINARY, WHICH HE ADORNED WITH VASTLY LARGE GARDENS. AND WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT THE PLACE TO THIS STATE, HE NAMED IT TYRE. THIS PLACE IS BETWEEN ARABIA AND JUDEA, BEYOND JORDAN, NOT FAR FROM THE COUNTRY OF HESHBON. AND HE RULED OVER THOSE PARTS FOR SEVEN YEARS, EVEN ALL THE TIME THAT SELEUCUS WAS KING OF SYRIA. BUT WHEN HE WAS DEAD, HIS BROTHER ANTIOCHUS, WHO WAS CALLED EPIPHANES, TOOK THE KINGDOM. PTOLEMY ALSO, THE KING OF EGYPT, DIED, WHO WAS BESIDES CALLED EPIPHANES. HE LEFT TWO SONS, AND BOTH YOUNG IN AGE; THE ELDER OF WHICH WAS CALLED PHILOMETER, AND THE YOUNGEST PHYSCON. AS FOR HYRCANUS, WHEN HE SAW THAT ANTIOCHUS HAD A GREAT ARMY, AND FEARED LEST HE SHOULD BE CAUGHT BY HIM, AND BROUGHT TO PUNISHMENT FOR WHAT HE HAD DONE TO THE ARABIANS, HE ENDED HIS LIFE, AND SLEW HIMSELF WITH HIS OWN HAND; WHILE ANTIOCHUS SEIZED UPON ALL HIS SUBSTANCE.
CHAPTER 5. HOW, UPON THE QUARRELS ONE AGAINST ANOTHER ABOUT THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD ANTIOCHUS MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST JERUSALEM, TOOK THE CITY AND PILLAGED THE TEMPLES. AND DISTRESSED THE JEWS' AS ALSO HOW MANY OF THE JEWS FORSOOK THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY; AND HOW THE SAMARITANS FOLLOWED THE CUSTOMS OF THE GREEKS AND NAMED THEIR TEMPLE AT MOUNT GERIZZIM THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER HELLENIUS. 
1. ABOUT THIS TIME, UPON THE DEATH OF ONIAS THE HIGH PRIEST, THEY GAVE THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD TO JESUS HIS BROTHER; FOR THAT SON WHICH ONIAS LEFT [OR ONIAS IV.] WAS YET BUT AN INFANT; AND, IN ITS PROPER PLACE, WE WILL INFORM THE READER OF ALL THE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT BEFELL THIS CHILD. BUT THIS JESUS, WHO WAS THE BROTHER OF ONIAS, WAS DEPRIVED OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD BY THE KING, WHO WAS ANGRY WITH HIM, AND GAVE IT TO HIS YOUNGER BROTHER, WHOSE NAME ALSO WAS ONIAS; FOR SIMON HAD THESE THREE SONS, TO EACH OF WHICH THE PRIESTHOOD CAME, AS WE HAVE ALREADY INFORMED THE READER. THIS JESUS CHANGED HIS NAME TO JASON, BUT ONIAS WAS CALLED MENELAUS. NOW AS THE FORMER HIGH PRIEST, JESUS, RAISED A SEDITION AGAINST MENELAUS, WHO WAS ORDAINED AFTER HIM, THE MULTITUDE WERE DIVIDED BETWEEN THEM BOTH. AND THE SONS OF TOBIAS TOOK THE PART OF MENELAUS, BUT THE GREATER PART OF THE PEOPLE ASSISTED JASON; AND BY THAT MEANS MENELAUS AND THE SONS OF TOBIAS WERE DISTRESSED, AND RETIRED TO ANTIOCHUS, AND INFORMED HIM THAT THEY WERE DESIROUS TO LEAVE THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND THE JEWISH WAY OF LIVING ACCORDING TO THEM, AND TO FOLLOW THE KING'S LAWS, AND THE GRECIAN WAY OF LIVING. WHEREFORE THEY DESIRED HIS PERMISSION TO BUILD THEM A GYMNASIUM AT JERUSALEM. AND WHEN HE HAD GIVEN THEM LEAVE, THEY ALSO HID THE CIRCUMCISION OF THEIR GENITALS, THAT EVEN WHEN THEY WERE NAKED, THEY MIGHT APPEAR TO BE GREEKS. ACCORDINGLY, THEY LEFT OFF ALL THE CUSTOMS THAT BELONGED TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY, AND IMITATED THE PRACTICES OF THE OTHER NATIONS. 
2. NOW ANTIOCHUS, UPON THE AGREEABLE SITUATION OF THE AFFAIRS OF HIS KINGDOM, RESOLVED TO MAKE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST EGYPT, BOTH BECAUSE HE HAD A DESIRE TO GAIN IT, AND BECAUSE HE CONTEMNED THE SON OF PTOLEMY, AS NOW WEAK, AND NOT YET OF ABILITIES TO MANAGE AFFAIRS OF SUCH CONSEQUENCE; SO, HE CAME WITH GREAT FORCES TO PELUSIUM, AND CIRCUMVENTED PTOLEMY PHILOMETOR BY TREACHERY, AND SEIZED UPON EGYPT. HE THEN CAME TO THE PLACES ABOUT MEMPHIS; AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THEM, HE MADE HASTE TO ALEXANDRIA, IN HOPES OF TAKING IT BY SIEGE, AND OF SUBDUING PTOLEMY, WHO REIGNED THERE. BUT HE WAS DRIVEN NOT ONLY FROM ALEXANDRIA, BUT OUT OF ALL EGYPT, BY THE DECLARATION OF THE ROMANS, WHO CHARGED HIM TO LET THAT COUNTRY ALONE; ACCORDING AS I HAVE ELSEWHERE FORMERLY DECLARED. I WILL NOW GIVE A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF WHAT CONCERNS THIS KING, HOW HE SUBDUED JUDEA AND THE TEMPLE; FOR IN MY FORMER WORK I MENTIONED THOSE THINGS VERY BRIEFLY, AND HAVE THEREFORE NOW THOUGHT IT NECESSARY TO GO OVER THAT HISTORY AGAIN, AND THAT WITH GREAT ACCURACY. 
3. KING ANTIOCHUS RETURNING OUT OF EGYPT FOR FEAR OF THE ROMANS, MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE CITY JERUSALEM; AND WHEN HE WAS THERE, IN THE HUNDRED AND FORTY-THIRD YEAR OF THE KINGDOM OF THE SELEUCIDSE, HE TOOK THE CITY WITHOUT FIGHTING, THOSE OF HIS OWN PARTY OPENING THE GATES TO HIM. AND WHEN HE HAD GOTTEN POSSESSION OF JERUSALEM, HE SLEW MANY OF THE OPPOSITE PARTY; AND WHEN HE HAD PLUNDERED IT OF A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY, HE RETURNED TO ANTIOCH. 
4. NOW IT CAME TO PASS, AFTER TWO YEARS, IN THE HUNDRED FORTY AND FIFTH YEAR, ON THE TWENTY-FIFTH DAY OF THAT MONTH WHICH IS BY US CALLED CHASLEU, AND BY THE MACEDONIANS APELLEUS, IN THE HUNDRED AND FIFTYTHIRD OLYMPIAD, THAT THE KING CAME UP TO JERUSALEM, AND, PRETENDING PEACE, HE GOT POSSESSION OF THE CITY BY TREACHERY; AT WHICH TIME HE SPARED NOT SO MUCH AS THOSE THAT ADMITTED HIM INTO IT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE RICHES THAT LAY IN THE TEMPLE; BUT, LED BY HIS COVETOUS INCLINATION, (FOR HE SAW THERE WAS IN IT A GREAT DEAL OF GOLD, AND MANY ORNAMENTS THAT HAD BEEN DEDICATED TO IT OF VERY GREAT VALUE,) AND IN ORDER TO PLUNDER ITS WEALTH, HE VENTURED TO BREAK THE LEAGUE HE HAD MADE. SO HE LEFT THE TEMPLE BARE, AND TOOK AWAY THE GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS, AND THE GOLDEN ALTAR [OF INCENSE], AND TABLE [OF SHEW-BREAD], AND THE ALTAR [OF BURNT-OFFERING]; AND DID NOT ABSTAIN FROM EVEN THE VEILS, WHICH WERE MADE OF FINE LINEN AND SCARLET. HE ALSO EMPTIED IT OF ITS SECRET TREASURES, AND LEFT NOTHING AT ALL REMAINING; AND BY THIS MEANS CAST THE JEWS INTO GREAT LAMENTATION, FOR HE FORBADE THEM TO OFFER THOSE DAILY SACRIFICES WHICH THEY USED TO OFFER TO GOD, ACCORDING TO THE LAW. AND WHEN HE HAD PILLAGED THE WHOLE CITY, SOME OF THE INHABITANTS HE SLEW, AND SOME HE CARRIED CAPTIVE, TOGETHER WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, SO THAT THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE CAPTIVES THAT WERE TAKEN ALIVE AMOUNTED TO ABOUT TEN THOUSAND. HE ALSO BURNT DOWN THE FINEST BUILDINGS; AND WHEN HE HAD OVERTHROWN THE CITY WALLS, HE BUILT A CITADEL IN THE LOWER PART OF THE CITY, FOR THE PLACE WAS HIGH, AND OVERLOOKED THE TEMPLE; ON WHICH ACCOUNT HE FORTIFIED IT WITH HIGH WALLS AND TOWERS, AND PUT INTO IT A GARRISON OF MACEDONIANS. HOWEVER, IN THAT CITADEL DWELT THE IMPIOUS AND WICKED PART OF THE [JEWISH] MULTITUDE, FROM WHOM IT PROVED THAT THE CITIZENS SUFFERED MANY AND SORE CALAMITIES. AND WHEN THE KING HAD BUILT AN IDOL ALTAR UPON GOD'S ALTAR, HE SLEW SWINE UPON IT, AND SO OFFERED A SACRIFICE NEITHER ACCORDING TO THE LAW, NOR THE JEWISH RELIGIOUS WORSHIP IN THAT COUNTRY. HE ALSO COMPELLED THEM TO FORSAKE THE WORSHIP WHICH THEY PAID THEIR OWN GOD, AND TO ADORE THOSE WHOM HE TOOK TO BE GODS; AND MADE THEM BUILD TEMPLES, AND RAISE IDOL ALTARS IN EVERY CITY AND VILLAGE, AND OFFER SWINE UPON THEM EVERY DAY. HE ALSO COMMANDED THEM NOT TO CIRCUMCISE THEIR SONS, AND THREATENED TO PUNISH ANY THAT SHOULD BE FOUND TO HAVE TRANSGRESSED HIS INJUNCTION. HE ALSO APPOINTED OVERSEERS, WHO SHOULD COMPEL THEM TO DO WHAT HE COMMANDED. AND INDEED, MANY JEWS THERE WERE WHO COMPLIED WITH THE KING'S COMMANDS, EITHER VOLUNTARILY, OR OUT OF FEAR OF THE PENALTY THAT WAS DENOUNCED. BUT THE BEST MEN, AND THOSE OF THE NOBLEST SOULS, DID NOT REGARD HIM, BUT DID PAY A GREATER RESPECT TO THE CUSTOMS OF THEIR COUNTRY THAN CONCERN AS TO THE PUNISHMENT WHICH HE THREATENED TO THE DISOBEDIENT; ON WHICH ACCOUNT THEY EVERY DAY UNDERWENT GREAT MISERIES AND BITTER TORMENTS; FOR THEY WERE WHIPPED WITH RODS, AND THEIR BODIES WERE TORN TO PIECES, AND WERE CRUCIFIED, WHILE THEY WERE STILL ALIVE, AND BREATHED. THEY ALSO STRANGLED THOSE WOMEN AND THEIR SONS WHOM THEY HAD CIRCUMCISED, AS THE KING HAD APPOINTED, HANGING THEIR SONS ABOUT THEIR NECKS AS THEY WERE UPON THE CROSSES. AND IF THERE WERE ANY SACRED BOOK OF THE LAW FOUND, IT WAS DESTROYED, AND THOSE WITH WHOM THEY WERE FOUND MISERABLY PERISHED ALSO. 
5. WHEN THE SAMARITANS SAW THE JEWS UNDER THESE SUFFERINGS, THEY NO LONGER CONFESSED THAT THEY WERE OF THEIR KINDRED, NOR THAT THE TEMPLE ON MOUNT GERIZZIM BELONGED TO ALMIGHTY GOD. THIS WAS ACCORDING TO THEIR NATURE, AS WE HAVE ALREADY SHOWN. AND THEY NOW SAID THAT THEY WERE A COLONY OF MEDES AND PERSIANS; AND INDEED, THEY WERE A COLONY OF THEIRS. SO THEY SENT AMBASSADORS TO ANTIOCHUS, AND AN EPISTLE, WHOSE CONTENTS ARE THESE: "TO KING ANTIOCHUS THE GOD, EPIPHANES, A MEMORIAL FROM THE SIDONIANS, WHO LIVE AT SHECHEM. OUR FOREFATHERS, UPON CERTAIN FREQUENT PLAGUES, AND AS FOLLOWING A CERTAIN ANCIENT SUPERSTITION, HAD A CUSTOM OF OBSERVING THAT DAY WHICH BY THE JEWS IS CALLED THE SABBATH. AND WHEN THEY HAD ERECTED A TEMPLE AT THE MOUNTAIN CALLED GERRIZZIM, THOUGH WITHOUT A NAME, THEY OFFERED UPON IT THE PROPER SACRIFICES. NOW, UPON THE JUST TREATMENT OF THESE WICKED JEWS, THOSE THAT MANAGE THEIR AFFAIRS, SUPPOSING THAT WE WERE OF KIN TO THEM, AND PRACTICED AS THEY DO, MAKE US LIABLE TO THE SAME ACCUSATIONS, ALTHOUGH WE BE ORIGINALLY SIDONIANS, AS IS EVIDENT FROM THE PUBLIC RECORDS. WE THEREFORE BESEECH THEE, OUR BENEFACTOR AND SAVIOR, TO GIVE ORDER TO APOLLONIUS, THE GOVERNOR OF THIS PART OF THE COUNTRY, AND TO NICANOR, THE PROCURATOR OF THY AFFAIRS, TO GIVE US NO DISTURBANCE, NOR TO LAY TO OUR CHARGE WHAT THE JEWS ARE ACCUSED FOR, SINCE WE ARE ALIENS FROM THEIR NATION, AND FROM THEIR CUSTOMS; BUT LET OUR TEMPLE, WHICH AT PRESENT HATH NO NAME AT ALL BE NAMED THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER HELLENIUS. IF THIS WERE ONCE DONE, WE SHOULD BE NO LONGER DISTURBED, BUT SHOULD BE MORE INTENT ON OUR OWN OCCUPATION WITH QUIETNESS, AND SO BRING IN A GREATER REVENUE TO THEE." WHEN THE SAMARITANS HAD PETITIONED FOR THIS, THE KING SENT THEM BACK THE FOLLOWING ANSWER, IN AN EPISTLE: "KING ANTIOCHUS TO NICANOR. THE SIDONIANS, WHO LIVE AT SHECHEM, HAVE SENT ME THE MEMORIAL ENCLOSED. WHEN THEREFORE WE WERE ADVISING WITH OUR FRIENDS ABOUT IT, THE MESSENGERS SENT BY THEM REPRESENTED TO US THAT THEY ARE NO WAY CONCERNED WITH ACCUSATIONS WHICH BELONG TO THE JEWS, BUT CHOOSE TO LIVE AFTER THE CUSTOMS OF THE GREEKS. ACCORDINGLY, WE DECLARE THEM FREE FROM SUCH ACCUSATIONS, AND ORDER THAT, AGREEABLE TO THEIR PETITION, THEIR TEMPLE BE NAMED THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER HELLENIUS." HE ALSO SENT THE LIKE EPISTLE TO APOLLONIUS, THE GOVERNOR OF THAT PART OF THE COUNTRY, IN THE FORTY-SIXTH YEAR, AND THE EIGHTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH HECATORABEOM.
CHAPTER 6. HOW, UPON ANTIOCHUS'S PROHIBITION TO THE JEWS TO MAKE USE OF THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY, MATTATHIAS, THE SON OF ASAMONEUS, ALONE DESPISED THE KING, AND OVERCAME THE GENERALS OF ANTIOCHUS'S ARMY; AS ALSO CONCERNING THE DEATH OF MATTATHIAS, AND THE SUCCESSION OF JUDAS. 
1. NOW AT THIS TIME THERE WAS ONE WHOSE NAME WAS MATTATHIAS, WHO DWELT AT MODIN, THE SON OF JOHN, THE SON OF SIMEON, THE SON OF ASAMONEUS, A PRIEST OF THE ORDER OF JOARIB, AND A CITIZEN OF JERUSALEM. HE HAD FIVE SONS; JOHN, WHO WAS CALLED GADDIS, AND SIMON, WHO WAS CALLED MATTHES, AND JUDAS, WHO WAS CALLED MACCABEUS, AND ELEAZAR, WHO WAS CALLED AURAN, AND JONATHAN, WHO WAS CALLED APPHUS. NOW THIS MATTATHIAS LAMENTED TO HIS CHILDREN THE SAD STATE OF THEIR AFFAIRS, AND THE RAVAGE MADE IN THE CITY, AND THE PLUNDERING OF THE TEMPLE, AND THE CALAMITIES THE MULTITUDE WERE UNDER; AND HE TOLD THEM THAT IT WAS BETTER FOR THEM TO DIE FOR THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY, THAN TO LIVE SO INGLORIOUSLY AS THEY THEN DID. 
2. BUT WHEN THOSE THAT WERE APPOINTED BY THE KING WERE COME TO MODIN, THAT THEY MIGHT COMPEL THE JEWS TO DO WHAT THEY WERE COMMANDED, AND TO ENJOIN THOSE THAT WERE THERE TO OFFER SACRIFICE, AS THE KING HAD COMMANDED, THEY DESIRED THAT MATTATHIAS, A PERSON OF THE GREATEST CHARACTER AMONG THEM, BOTH ON OTHER ACCOUNTS, AND PARTICULARLY ON ACCOUNT OF SUCH A NUMEROUS AND SO DESERVING A FAMILY OF CHILDREN, WOULD BEGIN THE SACRIFICE, BECAUSE HIS FELLOW CITIZENS WOULD FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE, AND BECAUSE SUCH A PROCEDURE WOULD MAKE HIM HONORED BY THE KING. BUT MATTATHIAS SAID HE WOULD NOT DO IT; AND THAT IF ALL THE OTHER NATIONS WOULD OBEY THE COMMANDS OF ANTIOCHUS, EITHER OUT OF FEAR, OR TO PLEASE HIM, YET WOULD NOT HE NOR HIS SONS LEAVE THE RELIGIOUS WORSHIP OF THEIR COUNTRY. BUT AS SOON AS HE HAD ENDED HIS SPEECH, THERE CAME ONE OF THE JEWS INTO THE MIDST OF THEM, AND SACRIFICED, AS ANTIOCHUS HAD COMMANDED. AT WHICH MATTATHIAS HAD GREAT INDIGNATION, AND RAN UPON HIM VIOLENTLY, WITH HIS SONS, WHO HAD SWORDS WITH THEM, AND SLEW BOTH THE MAN HIMSELF THAT SACRIFICED, AND APELLES THE KING'S GENERAL, WHO COMPELLED THEM TO SACRIFICE, WITH A FEW OF HIS SOLDIERS. HE ALSO OVERTHREW THE IDOL ALTAR, AND CRIED OUT, "IF," SAID HE," ANY ONE BE ZEALOUS FOR THE LAWS OF HIS COUNTRY, AND FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD, LET HIM FOLLOW ME." AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE MADE HASTE INTO THE DESERT WITH HIS SONS, AND LEFT ALL HIS SUBSTANCE IN THE VILLAGE. MANY OTHERS DID THE SAME ALSO, AND FLED WITH THEIR CHILDREN AND WIVES INTO THE DESERT, AND DWELT IN CAVES. BUT WHEN THE KING'S GENERALS HEARD THIS, THEY TOOK ALL THE FORCES THEY THEN HAD IN THE CITADEL AT JERUSALEM, AND PURSUED THE JEWS INTO THE DESERT; AND WHEN THEY HAD OVERTAKEN THEM, THEY IN THE FIRST PLACE ENDEAVORED TO PERSUADE THEM TO REPENT, AND TO CHOOSE WHAT WAS MOST FOR THEIR ADVANTAGE, AND NOT PUT THEM TO THE NECESSITY OF USING THEM ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF WAR. BUT WHEN THEY WOULD NOT COMPLY WITH THEIR PERSUASIONS, BUT CONTINUED TO BE OF A DIFFERENT MIND, THEY FOUGHT AGAINST THEM ON THE SABBATH DAY, AND THEY BURNT THEM AS THEY WERE IN THE CAVES, WITHOUT RESISTANCE, AND WITHOUT SO MUCH AS STOPPING UP THE ENTRANCES OF THE CAVES. AND THEY AVOIDED TO DEFEND THEMSELVES ON THAT DAY, BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT WILLING TO BREAK IN UPON THE HONOR, THEY OWED THE SABBATH, EVEN IN SUCH DISTRESSES; FOR OUR LAW REQUIRES THAT WE REST UPON THAT DAY. THERE WERE ABOUT A THOUSAND, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, WHO WERE SMOTHERED AND DIED IN THESE CAVES; BUT MANY OF THOSE THAT ESCAPED JOINED THEMSELVES TO MATTATHIAS, AND APPOINTED HIM TO BE THEIR RULER, WHO TAUGHT THEM TO FIGHT, EVEN ON THE SABBATH DAY; AND TOLD THEM THAT UNLESS THEY WOULD DO SO, THEY WOULD BECOME THEIR OWN ENEMIES, BY OBSERVING THE LAW [SO RIGOROUSLY], WHILE THEIR ADVERSARIES WOULD STILL ASSAULT THEM ON THIS DAY, AND THEY WOULD NOT THEN DEFEND THEMSELVES, AND THAT NOTHING COULD THEN HINDER BUT THEY MUST ALL PERISH WITHOUT FIGHTING. THIS SPEECH PERSUADED THEM. AND THIS RULE CONTINUES AMONG US TO THIS DAY, THAT IF THERE BE A NECESSITY, WE MAY FIGHT ON SABBATH DAYS. SO, MATTATHIAS GOT A GREAT ARMY ABOUT HIM, AND OVERTHREW THEIR IDOL ALTARS, AND SLEW THOSE THAT BROKE THE LAWS, EVEN ALL THAT HE COULD GET UNDER HIS POWER; FOR MANY OF THEM WERE DISPERSED AMONG THE NATIONS ROUND ABOUT THEM FOR FEAR OF HIM. HE ALSO COMMANDED THAT THOSE BOYS WHICH WERE NOT YET CIRCUMCISED SHOULD BE CIRCUMCISED NOW; AND HE DROVE THOSE AWAY THAT WERE APPOINTED TO HINDER SUCH THEIR CIRCUMCISION. 
3. BUT WHEN HE HAD RULED ONE YEAR, AND WAS FALLEN INTO A DISTEMPER, HE CALLED FOR HIS SONS, AND SET THEM ROUND ABOUT HIM, AND SAID, "O MY SONS, I AM GOING THE WAY OF ALL THE EARTH; AND I RECOMMEND TO YOU MY RESOLUTION, AND BESEECH YOU NOT TO BE NEGLIGENT IN KEEPING IT, BUT TO BE MINDFUL OF THE DESIRES OF HIM WHO BEGAT YOU, AND BROUGHT YOU UP, AND TO PRESERVE THE CUSTOMS OF YOUR COUNTRY, AND TO RECOVER YOUR ANCIENT FORM OF GOVERNMENT, WHICH IS IN DANGER OF BEING OVERTURNED, AND NOT TO BE CARRIED AWAY WITH THOSE THAT, EITHER BY THEIR OWN INCLINATION, OR OUT OF NECESSITY, BETRAY IT, BUT TO BECOME SUCH SONS AS ARE WORTHY OF ME; TO BE ABOVE ALL FORCE AND NECESSITY, AND SO TO DISPOSE YOUR SOULS, AS TO BE READY, WHEN IT SHALL BE NECESSARY, TO DIE FOR YOUR LAWS; AS SENSIBLE OF THIS, BY JUST REASONING, THAT IF GOD SEE THAT YOU ARE SO DISPOSED HE WILL NOT OVERLOOK YOU, BUT WILL HAVE A GREAT VALUE FOR YOUR VIRTUE, AND WILL RESTORE TO YOU AGAIN WHAT YOU HAVE LOST, AND WILL RETURN TO YOU THAT FREEDOM IN WHICH YOU SHALL LIVE QUIETLY, AND ENJOY YOUR OWN CUSTOMS. YOUR BODIES ARE MORTAL, AND SUBJECT TO FATE; BUT THEY RECEIVE A SORT OF IMMORTALITY, BY THE REMEMBRANCE OF WHAT ACTIONS THEY HAVE DONE. AND I WOULD HAVE YOU SO IN LOVE WITH THIS IMMORTALITY, THAT YOU MAY PURSUE AFTER GLORY, AND THAT, WHEN YOU HAVE UNDERGONE THE GREATEST DIFFICULTIES, YOU MAY NOT SCRUPLE, FOR SUCH THINGS, TO LOSE YOUR LIVES. I EXHORT YOU, ESPECIALLY, TO AGREE ONE WITH ANOTHER; AND IN WHAT EXCELLENCY ANY ONE OF YOU EXCEEDS ANOTHER, TO YIELD TO HIM SO FAR, AND BY THAT MEANS TO REAP THE ADVANTAGE OF EVERY ONE'S OWN VIRTUES. DO YOU THEN ESTEEM SIMON AS YOUR FATHER, BECAUSE HE IS A MAN OF EXTRAORDINARY PRUDENCE, AND BE GOVERNED BY HIM IN WHAT COUNSELS BE GIVES YOU? TAKE MACCABEUS FOR THE GENERAL OF YOUR ARMY, BECAUSE OF HIS COURAGE AND STRENGTH, FOR HE WILL AVENGE YOUR NATION, AND WILL BRING VENGEANCE ON YOUR ENEMIES. ADMIT AMONG YOU THE RIGHTEOUS AND RELIGIOUS, AND AUGMENT THEIR POWER." 
4. WHEN MATTATHIAS HAD THUS DISCOURSED TO HIS SONS, AND HAD PRAYED TO GOD TO BE THEIR ASSISTANT, AND TO RECOVER TO THE PEOPLE THEIR FORMER CONSTITUTION, HE DIED A LITTLE AFTERWARD, AND WAS BURIED AT MODIN; ALL THE PEOPLE MAKING GREAT LAMENTATION FOR HIM. WHEREUPON HIS SON JUDAS TOOK UPON HIM THE ADMINISTRATION OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS, IN THE HUNDRED FORTY AND SIXTH YEAR; AND THUS, BY THE READY ASSISTANCE OF HIS BRETHREN, AND OF OTHERS, JUDAS CAST THEIR ENEMIES OUT OF THE COUNTRY, AND PUT THOSE OF THEIR OWN COUNTRY TO DEATH WHO HAD TRANSGRESSED ITS LAWS, AND PURIFIED THE LAND OF ALL THE POLLUTIONS THAT WERE IN IT. 
CHAPTER 7. HOW JUDAS OVERTHREW THE FORCES OF APOLLONIUS AND SERON AND KILLED THE GENERALS OF THEIR ARMIES THEMSELVES; AND HOW WHEN, A LITTLE WHILE AFTERWARDS LYSIAS AND GORGIAS WERE BEATEN HE WENT UP TO JERUSALEM AND PURIFIED THE TEMPLE. 
1. WHEN APOLLONIUS, THE GENERAL OF THE SAMARITAN FORCES, HEARD THIS, HE TOOK HIS ARMY, AND MADE HASTE TO GO AGAINST JUDAS, WHO MET HIM, AND JOINED BATTLE WITH HIM, AND BEAT HIM, AND SLEW MANY OF HIS MEN, AND AMONG THEM APOLLONIUS HIMSELF, THEIR GENERAL, WHOSE SWORD BEING THAT WHICH HE HAPPENED THEN TO WEAR, HE SEIZED UPON, AND KEPT FOR HIMSELF; BUT HE WOUNDED MORE THAN HE SLEW, AND TOOK A GREAT DEAL OF PREY FROM THE ENEMY'S CAMP, AND WENT HIS WAY. BUT WHEN SERON, WHO WAS GENERAL OF THE ARMY OF CELESYRIA, HEARD THAT MANY HAD JOINED THEMSELVES TO JUDAS, AND THAT HE HAD ABOUT HIM AN ARMY SUFFICIENT FOR FIGHTING, AND FOR MAKING WAR, HE DETERMINED TO MAKE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST HIM, AS THINKING IT BECAME HIM TO ENDEAVOR TO PUNISH THOSE THAT TRANSGRESSED THE KING'S INJUNCTIONS. HE THEN GOT TOGETHER AN ARMY, AS LARGE AS HE WAS ABLE, AND JOINED TO IT THE RUNAGATE AND WICKED JEWS, AND CAME AGAINST JUDAS. HE CAME AS FAR AS BETHHORON, A VILLAGE OF JUDEA, AND THERE PITCHED HIS CAMP; UPON WHICH JUDAS MET HIM; AND WHEN HE INTENDED TO GIVE HIM BATTLE, HE SAW THAT HIS SOLDIERS WERE BACKWARD TO FIGHT, BECAUSE THEIR NUMBER WAS SMALL, AND BECAUSE THEY WANTED FOOD, FOR THEY WERE FASTING, HE ENCOURAGED THEM, AND SAID TO THEM, THAT VICTORY AND CONQUEST OF ENEMIES ARE NOT DERIVED FROM THE MULTITUDE IN ARMIES, BUT IN THE EXERCISE OF PIETY TOWARDS GOD; AND THAT THEY HAD THE PLAINEST INSTANCES IN THEIR FOREFATHERS, WHO, BY THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS, EXERTING THEMSELVES ON BEHALF OF THEIR OWN LAWS, AND THEIR OWN CHILDREN, HAD FREQUENTLY CONQUERED MANY TEN THOUSANDS, - FOR INNOCENCE IS THE STRONGEST ARMY. BY THIS SPEECH HE INDUCED HIS MEN TO CONTENM THE MULTITUDE OF THE ENEMY, AND TO FALL UPON SERON. AND UPON JOINING BATTLE WITH HIM, HE BEAT THE SYRIANS; AND WHEN THEIR GENERAL FELL AMONG THE REST, THEY ALL RAN AWAY WITH SPEED, AS THINKING THAT TO BE THEIR BEST WAY OF ESCAPING. SO, HE PURSUED THEM UNTO THE PLAIN, AND SLEW ABOUT EIGHT HUNDRED OF THE ENEMY; BUT THE REST ESCAPED TO THE REGION WHICH LAY NEAR TO THE SEA. 
2. WHEN KING ANTIOCHUS HEARD OF THESE THINGS, HE WAS VERY ANGRY AT WHAT HAD HAPPENED; SO, HE GOT TOGETHER ALL HIS OWN ARMY, WITH MANY MERCENARIES, WHOM HE HAD HIRED FROM THE ISLANDS, AND TOOK THEM WITH HIM, AND PREPARED TO BREAK INTO JUDEA ABOUT THE BEGINNING OF THE SPRING. BUT WHEN, UPON HIS MUSTERING HIS SOLDIERS, HE PERCEIVED THAT HIS TREASURES WERE DEFICIENT, AND THERE WAS A WANT OF MONEY IN THEM, FOR ALL THE TAXES WERE NOT PAID, BY REASON OF THE SEDITIONS THERE HAD BEEN AMONG THE NATIONS HE HAVING BEEN SO MAGNANIMOUS AND SO LIBERAL, THAT WHAT HE HAD WAS NOT SUFFICIENT FOR HIM, HE THEREFORE RESOLVED FIRST TO GO INTO PERSIA, AND COLLECT THE TAXES OF THAT COUNTRY. HEREUPON HE LEFT ONE WHOSE NAME WAS LYSIAS, WHO WAS IN GREAT REPUTE WITH HIM GOVERNOR OF THE KINGDOM, AS FAR AS THE BOUNDS OF EGYPT, AND OF THE LOWER ASIA, AND REACHING FROM THE RIVER EUPHRATES, AND COMMITTED TO HIM A CERTAIN PART OF HIS FORCES, AND OF HIS ELEPHANTS, AND CHARGED HIM TO BRING UP HIS SON ANTIOCHUS WITH ALL POSSIBLE CARE, UNTIL HE CAME BACK; AND THAT HE SHOULD CONQUER JUDEA, AND TAKE ITS INHABITANTS FOR SLAVES, AND UTTERLY DESTROY JERUSALEM, AND ABOLISH THE WHOLE NATION. AND WHEN KING ANTIOCHUS HAD GIVEN THESE THINGS IN CHARGE TO LYSIAS, HE WENT INTO PERSIA; AND IN THE HUNDRED AND FORTY-SEVENTH YEAR HE PASSED OVER EUPHRATES, AND WENT TO THE SUPERIOR PROVINCES. 
3. UPON THIS LYSIAS CHOSE PTOLEMY, THE SON OF DORYMENES, AND NICANOR, AND GORGIAS, VERY POTENT MEN AMONG THE KING'S FRIENDS, AND DELIVERED TO THEM FORTY THOUSAND-FOOT SOLDIERS, AND SEVEN THOUSAND HORSEMEN, AND SENT THEM AGAINST JUDEA, WHO CAME AS FAR AS THE CITY EMMAUS, AND PITCHED THEIR CAMP IN THE PLAIN COUNTRY. THERE CAME ALSO TO THEM AUXILIARIES OUT OF SYRIA, AND THE COUNTRY ROUND ABOUT; AS ALSO MANY OF THE RUNAGATE JEWS. AND BESIDES THESE CAME SOME MERCHANTS TO BUY THOSE THAT SHOULD BE CARRIED CAPTIVES, (HAVING BONDS WITH THEM TO BIND THOSE THAT SHOULD BE MADE PRISONERS,) WITH THAT SILVER AND GOLD WHICH THEY WERE TO PAY FOR THEIR PRICE. AND WHEN JUDAS SAW THEIR CAMP, AND HOW NUMEROUS THEIR ENEMIES WERE, HE PERSUADED HIS OWN SOLDIERS TO BE OF GOOD COURAGE, AND EXHORTED THEM TO PLACE THEIR HOPES OF VICTORY IN GOD, AND TO MAKE SUPPLICATION TO HIM, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THEIR COUNTRY, CLOTHED IN SACKCLOTH; AND TO SHOW WHAT WAS THEIR USUAL HABIT OF SUPPLICATION IN THE GREATEST DANGERS, AND THEREBY TO PREVAIL WITH GOD TO GRANT YOU THE VICTORY OVER YOUR ENEMIES. SO, HE SET THEM IN THEIR ANCIENT ORDER OF BATTLE USED BY THEIR FOREFATHERS, UNDER THEIR CAPTAINS OF THOUSANDS, AND OTHER OFFICERS, AND DISMISSED SUCH AS WERE NEWLY MARRIED, AS WELL AS THOSE THAT HAD NEWLY GAINED POSSESSIONS, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT FIGHT IN A COWARDLY MANNER, OUT OF AN INORDINATE LOVE OF LIFE, IN ORDER TO ENJOY THOSE BLESSINGS. WHEN HE HAD THUS DISPOSED HIS SOLDIERS, HE ENCOURAGED THEM TO FIGHT BY THE FOLLOWING SPEECH, WHICH HE MADE TO THEM: "O MY FELLOW SOLDIERS, NO OTHER TIME REMAINS MORE OPPORTUNE THAN THE PRESENT FOR COURAGE AND CONTEMPT OF DANGERS; FOR IF YOU NOW FIGHT MANFULLY, YOU MAY RECOVER YOUR LIBERTY, WHICH, AS IT IS A THING OF ITSELF AGREEABLE TO ALL MEN, SO IT PROVES TO BE TO US MUCH MORE DESIRABLE, BY ITS AFFORDING US THE LIBERTY OF WORSHIPPING GOD. SINCE THEREFORE YOU ARE IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES AT PRESENT, YOU MUST EITHER RECOVER THAT LIBERTY, AND SO REGAIN A HAPPY AND BLESSED WAY OF LIVING, WHICH IS THAT ACCORDING TO OUR LAWS, AND THE CUSTOMS OF OUR COUNTRY, OR TO SUBMIT TO THE MOST OPPROBRIOUS SUFFERINGS; NOR WILL ANY SEED OF YOUR NATION REMAIN IF YOU BE BEAT IN THIS BATTLE. FIGHT THEREFORE MANFULLY; AND SUPPOSE THAT YOU MUST DIE, THOUGH YOU DO NOT FIGHT; BUT BELIEVE, THAT BESIDES SUCH GLORIOUS REWARDS AS THOSE OF THE LIBERTY OF YOUR COUNTRY, OF YOUR LAWS, OF YOUR RELIGION, YOU SHALL THEN OBTAIN EVERLASTING GLORY. PREPARE YOURSELVES, THEREFORE, AND PUT YOURSELVES INTO SUCH AN AGREEABLE POSTURE, THAT YOU MAY BE READY TO FIGHT WITH THE ENEMY AS SOON AS IT IS DAY TOMORROW MORNING." 
4. AND THIS WAS THE SPEECH WHICH JUDAS MADE TO ENCOURAGE THEM. BUT WHEN THE ENEMY SENT GORGIAS, WITH FIVE THOUSAND FOOT AND ONE THOUSAND HORSE, THAT HE MIGHT FALL UPON JUDAS BY NIGHT, AND HAD FOR THAT PURPOSE CERTAIN OF THE RUNAGATE JEWS AS GUIDES, THE SON OF MATTATHIAS PERCEIVED IT, AND RESOLVED TO FALL UPON THOSE ENEMIES THAT WERE IN THEIR CAMP, NOW THEIR FORCES WERE DIVIDED. WHEN THEY HAD THEREFORE SUPPED IN GOOD TIME, AND HAD LEFT MANY FIRES IN THEIR CAMP, HE MARCHED ALL NIGHT TO THOSE ENEMIES THAT WERE AT EMMAUS. SO THAT WHEN GORGIAS FOUND NO ENEMY IN THEIR CAMP, BUT SUSPECTED THAT THEY WERE RETIRED, AND HAD HIDDEN THEMSELVES AMONG THE MOUNTAINS, HE RESOLVED TO GO AND SEEK THEM WHERESOEVER THEY WERE. BUT ABOUT BREAK OF DAY JUDAS APPEARED TO THOSE ENEMIES THAT WERE AT EMMAUS, WITH ONLY THREE THOUSAND MEN, AND THOSE ILL ARMED, BY REASON OF THEIR POVERTY; AND WHEN HE SAW THE ENEMY VERY WELL AND SKILLFULLY FORTIFIED IN THEIR CAMP, HE ENCOURAGED THE JEWS, AND TOLD THEM THAT THEY OUGHT TO FIGHT, THOUGH IT WERE WITH THEIR NAKED BODIES, FOR THAT GOD HAD SOMETIMES OF OLD GIVEN SUCH MEN STRENGTH, AND THAT AGAINST SUCH AS WERE MORE IN NUMBER, AND WERE ARMED ALSO, OUT OF REGARD TO THEIR GREAT COURAGE. SO, HE COMMANDED THE TRUMPETERS TO SOUND FOR THE BATTLE; AND BY THUS FALLING UPON THE ENEMIES WHEN THEY DID NOT EXPECT IT, AND THEREBY ASTONISHING AND DISTURBING THEIR MINDS, HE SLEW MANY OF THOSE THAT RESISTED HIM, AND WENT ON PURSUING THE REST AS FAR AS GADARA, AND THE PLAINS OF IDUMEA, AND ASHDOD, AND JAMNIA; AND OF THESE THERE FELL ABOUT THREE THOUSAND. YET DID JUDAS EXHORT HIS SOLDIERS NOT TO BE TOO DESIROUS OF THE SPOILS, FOR THAT STILL THEY MUST HAVE A CONTEST AND BATTLE WITH GORGIAS, AND THE FORCES THAT WERE WITH HIM; BUT THAT WHEN THEY HAD ONCE OVERCOME THEM, THEN THEY MIGHT SECURELY PLUNDER THE CAMP, BECAUSE THEY WERE THE ONLY ENEMIES REMAINING, AND THEY EXPECTED NO OTHERS. AND JUST AS HE WAS SPEAKING TO HIS SOLDIERS, GORGIAS'S MEN LOOKED DOWN INTO THAT ARMY WHICH THEY LEFT IN THEIR CAMP, AND SAW THAT IT WAS OVERTHROWN, AND THE CAMP BURNT; FOR THE SMOKE THAT AROSE FROM IT SHOWED THEM, EVEN WHEN THEY WERE A GREAT WAY OFF, WHAT HAD HAPPENED. WHEN THEREFORE THOSE THAT WERE WITH GORGIAS UNDERSTOOD THAT THINGS WERE IN THIS POSTURE, AND PERCEIVED THAT THOSE THAT WERE WITH JUDAS WERE READY TO FIGHT THEM, THEY ALSO WERE AFFRIGHTED, AND PUT TO FLIGHT; BUT THEN JUDAS, AS THOUGH HE HAD ALREADY BEATEN GORGIAS'S SOLDIERS WITHOUT FIGHTING, RETURNED AND SEIZED ON THE SPOILS. HE TOOK A GREAT QUANTITY OF GOLD, AND SILVER, AND PURPLE, AND BLUE, AND THEN RETURNED HOME WITH JOY, AND SINGING HYMNS TO GOD FOR THEIR GOOD SUCCESS; FOR THIS VICTORY GREATLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE RECOVERY OF THEIR LIBERTY. 
5. HEREUPON LYSIAS WAS CONFOUNDED AT THE DEFEAT OF THE ARMY WHICH HE HAD SENT, AND THE NEXT YEAR HE GOT TOGETHER SIXTY THOUSAND CHOSEN MEN. HE ALSO TOOK FIVE THOUSAND HORSEMEN, AND FELL UPON JUDEA; AND HE WENT UP TO THE HILL COUNTRY OF BETHSUR, A VILLAGE OF JUDEA, AND PITCHED HIS CAMP THERE, WHERE JUDAS MET HIM WITH TEN THOUSAND MEN; AND WHEN HE SAW THE GREAT NUMBER OF HIS ENEMIES, HE PRAYED TO GOD THAT HE WOULD ASSIST HIM, AND JOINED BATTLE WITH THE FIRST OF THE ENEMY THAT APPEARED, AND BEAT THEM, AND SLEW ABOUT FIVE THOUSAND OF THEM, AND THEREBY BECAME TERRIBLE TO THE REST OF THEM. NAY, INDEED, LYSIAS OBSERVING THE GREAT SPIRIT OF THE JEWS, HOW THEY WERE PREPARED TO DIE RATHER THAN LOSE THEIR LIBERTY, AND BEING AFRAID OF THEIR DESPERATE WAY OF FIGHTING, AS IF IT WERE REAL STRENGTH, HE TOOK THE REST OF THE ARMY BACK WITH HIM, AND RETURNED TO ANTIOCH, WHERE HE LISTED FOREIGNERS INTO THE SERVICE, AND PREPARED TO FALL UPON JUDEA WITH A GREATER ARMY. 
6. WHEN THEREFORE THE GENERALS OF ANTIOCHUS'S ARMIES HAD BEEN BEATEN SO OFTEN, JUDAS ASSEMBLED THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, AND TOLD THEM, THAT AFTER THESE MANY VICTORIES WHICH GOD HAD GIVEN THEM, THEY OUGHT TO GO UP TO JERUSALEM, AND PURIFY THE TEMPLE, AND OFFER THE APPOINTED SACRIFICES. BUT AS SOON AS HE, WITH THE WHOLE MULTITUDE, WAS COME TO JERUSALEM, AND FOUND THE TEMPLE DESERTED, AND ITS GATES BURNT DOWN, AND PLANTS GROWING IN THE TEMPLE OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS DESERTION, HE AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM BEGAN TO LAMENT, AND WERE QUITE CONFOUNDED AT THE SIGHT OF THE TEMPLE; SO HE CHOSE OUT SOME OF HIS SOLDIERS, AND GAVE THEM ORDER TO FIGHT AGAINST THOSE GUARDS THAT WERE IN THE CITADEL, UNTIL HE SHOULD HAVE PURIFIED THE TEMPLE. WHEN THEREFORE HE HAD CAREFULLY PURGED IT, AND HAD BROUGHT IN NEW VESSELS, THE CANDLESTICK, THE TABLE [OF SHEWBREAD], AND THE ALTAR [OF INCENSE], WHICH WERE MADE OF GOLD, HE HUNG UP THE VEILS AT THE GATES, AND ADDED DOORS TO THEM. HE ALSO TOOK DOWN THE ALTAR [OF BURNT-OFFERING], AND BUILT A NEW ONE OF STONES THAT HE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND NOT OF SUCH AS WERE HEWN WITH IRON TOOLS. SO, ON THE FIVE AND TWENTIETH DAY OF THE MONTH CASLEU, WHICH THE MACEDONIANS CALL APELIENS, THEY LIGHTED THE LAMPS THAT WERE ON THE CANDLESTICK, AND OFFERED INCENSE UPON THE ALTAR [OF INCENSE], AND LAID THE LOAVES UPON THE TABLE [OF SHEW-BREAD], AND OFFERED BURNTOFFERINGS UPON THE NEW ALTAR [OF BURNT-OFFERING]. NOW IT SO FELL OUT, THAT THESE THINGS WERE DONE ON THE VERY SAME DAY ON WHICH THEIR DIVINE WORSHIP HAD FALLEN OFF, AND WAS REDUCED TO A PROFANE AND COMMON USE, AFTER THREE YEARS' TIME; FOR SO IT WAS, THAT THE TEMPLE WAS MADE DESOLATE BY ANTIOCHUS, AND SO CONTINUED FOR THREE YEARS. THIS DESOLATION HAPPENED TO THE TEMPLE IN THE HUNDRED FORTY AND FIFTH YEAR, ON THE TWENTY-FIFTH DAY OF THE MONTH APELIENS, AND ON THE HUNDRED FIFTY AND THIRD OLYMPIAD: BUT IT WAS DEDICATED ANEW, ON THE SAME DAY, THE TWENTY-FIFTH OF THE MONTH APELIENS, ON THE HUNDRED AND FORTY-EIGHTH YEAR, AND ON THE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FOURTH OLYMPIAD. AND THIS DESOLATION CAME TO PASS ACCORDING TO THE PROPHECY OF DANIEL, WHICH WAS GIVEN FOUR HUNDRED AND EIGHT YEARS BEFORE; FOR HE DECLARED THAT THE MACEDONIANS WOULD DISSOLVE THAT WORSHIP [FOR SOME TIME]. 
7. NOW JUDAS CELEBRATED THE FESTIVAL OF THE RESTORATION OF THE SACRIFICES OF THE TEMPLE FOR EIGHT DAYS, AND OMITTED NO SORT OF PLEASURES THEREON; BUT HE FEASTED THEM UPON VERY RICH AND SPLENDID SACRIFICES; AND HE HONORED GOD, AND DELIGHTED THEM BY HYMNS AND PSALMS. NAY, THEY WERE SO VERY GLAD AT THE REVIVAL OF THEIR CUSTOMS, WHEN, AFTER A LONG TIME OF INTERMISSION, THEY UNEXPECTEDLY HAD REGAINED THE FREEDOM OF THEIR WORSHIP, THAT THEY MADE IT A LAW FOR THEIR POSTERITY, THAT THEY SHOULD KEEP A FESTIVAL, ON ACCOUNT OF THE RESTORATION OF THEIR TEMPLE WORSHIP, FOR EIGHT DAYS. AND FROM THAT TIME TO THIS WE CELEBRATE THIS FESTIVAL, AND CALL IT LIGHTS. I SUPPOSE THE REASON WAS, BECAUSE THIS LIBERTY BEYOND OUR HOPES APPEARED TO US; AND THAT THENCE WAS THE NAME GIVEN TO THAT FESTIVAL. JUDAS ALSO REBUILT THE WALLS ROUND ABOUT THE CITY, AND REARED TOWERS OF GREAT HEIGHT AGAINST THE INCURSIONS OF ENEMIES, AND SET GUARDS THEREIN. HE ALSO FORTIFIED THE CITY BETHSURA, THAT IT MIGHT SERVE AS A CITADEL AGAINST ANY DISTRESSES THAT MIGHT COME FROM OUR ENEMIES.  
CHAPTER 8. HOW JUDAS SUBDUED THE NATIONS ROUND ABOUT; AND HOW SIMON BEAT THE PEOPLE OF TYRE AND PTOLEMAIS; AND HOW JUDAS OVERCAME TIMOTHEUS, AND FORCED HIM TO FLY AWAY, AND DID MANY OTHER THINGS AFTER JOSEPH AND AZARIAS HAD BEEN BEATEN 
1. WHEN THESE THINGS WERE OVER, THE NATIONS ROUND ABOUT THE JEWS WERE VERY UNEASY AT THE REVIVAL OF THEIR POWER, AND ROSE UP TOGETHER, AND DESTROYED MANY OF THEM, AS GAINING ADVANTAGE OVER THEM BY LAYING SNARES FOR THEM, AND MAKING SECRET CONSPIRACIES AGAINST THEM. JUDAS MADE PERPETUAL EXPEDITIONS AGAINST THESE MEN, AND ENDEAVORED TO RESTRAIN THEM FROM THOSE INCURSIONS, AND TO PREVENT THE MISCHIEFS THEY DID TO THE JEWS. SO HE FELL UPON THE IDUMEANS, THE POSTERITY OF ESAU, AT ACRABATTENE, AND SLEW A GREAT MANY OF THEM, AND TOOK THEIR SPOILS. HE ALSO SHUT UP THE SONS OF BEAN, THAT LAID WAIT FOR THE JEWS; AND HE SAT DOWN ABOUT THEM, AND BESIEGED THEM, AND BURNT THEIR TOWERS, AND DESTROYED THE MEN [THAT WERE IN THEM]. AFTER THIS HE WENT THENCE IN HASTE AGAINST THE AMMONITES, WHO HAD A GREAT AND A NUMEROUS ARMY, OF WHICH TIMOTHEUS WAS THE COMMANDER. AND WHEN HE HAD SUBDUED THEM, HE SEIZED ON THE CITY JAZER, AND TOOK THEIR WIVES AND THEIR CHILDREN CAPTIVES, AND BURNT THE CITY, AND THEN RETURNED INTO JUDEA. BUT WHEN THE NEIGHBORING NATIONS UNDERSTOOD THAT HE WAS RETURNED, THEY GOT TOGETHER IN GREAT NUMBERS IN THE LAND OF GILEAD, AND CAME AGAINST THOSE JEWS THAT WERE AT THEIR BORDERS, WHO THEN FLED TO THE GARRISON OF DATHEMA; AND SENT TO JUDAS, TO INFORM HIM THAT TIMOTHEUS WAS ENDEAVORING TO TAKE THE PLACE WHITHER THEY WERE FLED. AND AS THESE EPISTLES WERE READING, THERE CAME OTHER MESSENGERS OUT OF GALILEE, WHO INFORMED HIM THAT THE INHABITANTS OF PTOLEMAIS, AND OF TYRE AND SIDON, AND STRANGERS OF GALILEE, WERE GOTTEN TOGETHER. 
2. ACCORDINGLY JUDAS, UPON CONSIDERING WHAT WAS FIT TO BE DONE, WITH RELATION TO THE NECESSITY BOTH THESE CASES REQUIRED, GAVE ORDER THAT SIMON HIS BROTHER SHOULD TAKE THREE THOUSAND CHOSEN MEN, AND GO TO THE ASSISTANCE OF THE JEWS IN GALILEE, WHILE HE AND ANOTHER OF HIS BROTHERS, JONATHAN, MADE HASTE INTO THE LAND OF GILEAD, WITH EIGHT THOUSAND SOLDIERS. AND HE LEFT JOSEPH, THE SON OF ZACHARIAS, AND AZARIAS, TO BE OVER THE REST OF THE FORCES; AND CHARGED THEM TO KEEP JUDEA VERY CAREFULLY, AND TO FIGHT NO BATTLES WITH ANY PERSONS WHOMSOEVER UNTIL HIS RETURN. ACCORDINGLY, SIMON-WENT INTO GALILEE, AND FOUGHT THE ENEMY, AND PUT THEM TO FLIGHT, AND PURSUED THEM TO THE VERY GATES OF PTOLEMAIS, AND SLEW ABOUT THREE THOUSAND OF THEM, AND TOOK THE SPOILS OF THOSE THAT WERE SLAIN, AND THOSE JEWS WHOM THEY HAD MADE CAPTIVES, WITH THEIR BAGGAGE, AND THEN RETURNED HOME. 
3. NOW AS FOR JUDAS MACCABEUS, AND HIS BROTHER JONATHAN, THEY PASSED OVER THE RIVER JORDAN; AND WHEN THEY HAD GONE THREE DAYS JOURNEY, THEY LIGHTED UPON THE NABATEANS, WHO CAME TO MEET THEM PEACEABLY, AND WHO TOLD THEM HOW THE AFFAIRS OF THOSE IN THE LAND OF GILEAD STOOD; AND HOW MANY OF THEM WERE IN DISTRESS, AND DRIVEN INTO GARRISONS, AND INTO THE CITIES OF GALILEE; AND EXHORTED HIM TO MAKE HASTE TO GO AGAINST THE FOREIGNERS, AND TO ENDEAVOR TO SAVE HIS OWN COUNTRYMEN OUT OF THEIR HANDS. TO THIS EXHORTATION JUDAS HEARKENED, AND RETURNED TO THE WILDERNESS; AND IN THE FIRST PLACE FELL UPON THE INHABITANTS OF BOSOR, AND TOOK THE CITY, AND BEAT THE INHABITANTS, AND DESTROYED ALL THE MALES, AND ALL THAT WERE ABLE TO FIGHT, AND BURNT THE CITY. NOR DID HE STOP EVEN WHEN NIGHT CAME ON, BUT HE JOURNEYED IN IT TO THE GARRISON WHERE THE JEWS HAPPENED TO BE THEN SHUT UP, AND WHERE TIMOTHEUS LAY, [A] ROUND THE PLACE WITH HIS ARMY. AND JUDAS CAME UPON THE CITY IN THE MORNING; AND WHEN HE FOUND THAT THE ENEMY WERE MAKING AN ASSAULT UPON THE WALLS, AND THAT SOME OF THEM BROUGHT LADDERS, ON WHICH THEY MIGHT GET UPON THOSE WALLS, AND THAT OTHERS BROUGHT ENGINES [TO BATTER THEM], HE BID THE TRUMPETER TO SOUND HIS TRUMPET, AND HE ENCOURAGED HIS SOLDIERS CHEERFULLY TO UNDERGO DANGERS FOR THE SAKE OF THEIR BRETHREN AND KINDRED; HE ALSO PARTED HIS ARMY INTO THREE BODIES, AND FELL UPON THE BACKS OF THEIR ENEMIES. BUT WHEN TIMOTHEUS'S MEN PERCEIVED THAT IT WAS MACCABEUS THAT WAS UPON THEM, OF BOTH WHOSE COURAGE AND GOOD SUCCESS IN WAR THEY HAD FORMERLY HAD SUFFICIENT EXPERIENCE, THEY WERE PUT TO FLIGHT; BUT JUDAS FOLLOWED THEM WITH HIS ARMY, AND SLEW ABOUT EIGHT THOUSAND OF THEM. HE THEN TURNED ASIDE TO A CITY OF THE FOREIGNERS CALLED MALLE, AND TOOK IT, AND SLEW ALL THE MALES, AND BURNT THE CITY ITSELF. HE THEN REMOVED FROM THENCE, AND OVERTHREW CASPHOM AND BOSOR, AND MANY OTHER CITIES OF THE LAND OF GILEAD. 
4. BUT NOT LONG AFTER THIS, TIMOTHEUS PREPARED A GREAT ARMY, AND TOOK MANY OTHERS AS AUXILIARIES; AND INDUCED SOME OF THE ARABIANS, BY THE PROMISE OF REWARDS, TO GO WITH HIM IN THIS EXPEDITION, AND CAME WITH HIS ARMY BEYOND THE BROOK, OVER AGAINST THE CITY RAPHON; AND HE ENCOURAGED HIS SOLDIERS, IF IT CAME TO A BATTLE WITH THE JEWS, TO FIGHT COURAGEOUSLY, AND TO HINDER THEIR PASSING OVER THE BROOK; FOR HE SAID TO THEM BEFOREHAND, THAT "IF THEY COME OVER IT, WE SHALL BE BEATEN." AND WHEN JUDAS HEARD THAT TIMOTHEUS PREPARED HIMSELF TO FIGHT, HE TOOK ALL HIS OWN ARMY, AND WENT IN HASTE AGAINST TIMOTHEUS HIS ENEMY; AND WHEN HE HAD PASSED OVER THE BROOK, HE FELL UPON HIS ENEMIES, AND SOME OF THEM MET HIM, WHOM HE SLEW, AND OTHERS OF THEM HE SO TERRIFIED, THAT HE COMPELLED THEM TO THROW DOWN THEIR ARMS AND FLY; AND SOME OF THEM ESCAPED, BUT SOME OF THEM FLED TO WHAT WAS CALLED THE TEMPLE OF CAMAIM, AND HOPED THEREBY TO PRESERVE THEMSELVES; BUT JUDAS TOOK THE CITY, AND SLEW THEM, AND BURNT THE TEMPLE, AND SO USED SEVERAL WAYS OF DESTROYING HIS ENEMIES. 
5. WHEN HE HAD DONE THIS, HE GATHERED THE JEWS TOGETHER, WITH THEIR CHILDREN AND WIVES, AND THE SUBSTANCE THAT BELONGED TO THEM, AND WAS GOING TO BRING THEM BACK INTO JUDEA; BUT AS SOON AS HE WAS COME TO A CERTAIN CITY, WHOSE NAME WAS EPHRON, THAT LAY UPON THE ROAD, (AND IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO GO ANY OTHER WAY, SO HE WAS NOT WILLING TO GO BACK AGAIN,) HE THEN SENT TO THE INHABITANTS, AND DESIRED THAT THEY WOULD OPEN THEIR GATES, AND PERMIT THEM TO GO ON THEIR WAY THROUGH THE CITY; FOR THEY HAD STOPPED UP THE GATES WITH STONES, AND CUT OFF THEIR PASSAGE THROUGH IT. AND WHEN THE INHABITANTS OF EPHRON WOULD NOT AGREE TO THIS PROPOSAL, HE ENCOURAGED THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, AND ENCOMPASSED THE CITY ROUND, AND BESIEGED IT, AND, LYING ROUND IT BY DAY AND NIGHT, TOOK THE CITY, AND SLEW EVERY MALE IN IT, AND BURNT IT ALL DOWN, AND SO OBTAINED A WAY THROUGH IT; AND THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE THAT WERE SLAIN WAS SO GREAT, THAT THEY WENT OVER THE DEAD BODIES. SO, THEY CAME OVER JORDAN, AND ARRIVED AT THE GREAT PLAIN, OVER AGAINST WHICH IS SITUATE THE CITY BETHSHAH, WHICH IS CALLED BY THE GREEKS SCYTHOPOLIS. AND GOING AWAY HASTILY FROM THENCE, THEY CAME INTO JUDEA, SINGING PSALMS AND HYMNS AS THEY WENT, AND INDULGING SUCH TOKENS OF MIRTH AS ARE USUAL IN TRIUMPHS UPON VICTORY. THEY ALSO OFFERED THANK-OFFERINGS, BOTH FOR THEIR GOOD SUCCESS, AND FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THEIR ARMY, FOR NOT ONE OF THE JEWS WAS SLAIN IN THESE BATTLES. 
6. BUT AS TO JOSEPH, THE SON OF ZACHARIAS, AND AZARIAS, WHOM JUDAS LEFT GENERALS [OF THE REST OF HIS FORCES] AT THE SAME TIME WHEN SIMON WAS IN GALILEE, FIGHTING AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF PTOLEMAIS, AND JUDAS HIMSELF, AND HIS BROTHER JONATHAN, WERE IN THE LAND OF GILEAD, DID THESE MEN ALSO AFFECT THE GLORY OF BEING COURAGEOUS GENERALS IN WAR, IN ORDER WHERETO THEY TOOK THE ARMY THAT WAS UNDER THEIR COMMAND, AND CAME TO JAMNIA. THERE GORGIAS, THE GENERAL OF THE FORCES OF JAMNIA, MET THEM; AND UPON JOINING BATTLE WITH HIM, THEY LOST TWO THOUSAND OF THEIR ARMY, AND FLED AWAY, AND WERE PURSUED TO THE VERY BORDERS OF JUDEA. AND THIS MISFORTUNE BEFELL THEM BY THEIR DISOBEDIENCE TO WHAT INJUNCTIONS JUDAS HAD GIVEN THEM, NOT TO FIGHT WITH ANY ONE BEFORE HIS RETURN. FOR BESIDES THE REST OF JUDAS'S SAGACIOUS COUNSELS, ONE MAY WELL WONDER AT THIS CONCERNING THE MISFORTUNE THAT BEFELL THE FORCES COMMANDED BY JOSEPH AND AZARIAS, WHICH HE UNDERSTOOD WOULD HAPPEN, IF THEY BROKE ANY OF THE INJUNCTIONS, HE HAD GIVEN THEM. BUT JUDAS AND HIS BRETHREN DID NOT LEAVE OFF FIGHTING WITH THE IDUMEANS, BUT PRESSED UPON THEM ON ALL SIDES, AND TOOK FROM THEM THE CITY OF HEBRON, AND DEMOLISHED ALL ITS FORTIFICATIONS, AND SET ALL ITS TOWERS ON FIRE, AND BURNT THE COUNTRY OF THE FOREIGNERS, AND THE CITY MARISSA. THEY CAME ALSO TO ASHDOD, AND TOOK IT, AND LAID IT WASTE, AND TOOK AWAY A GREAT DEAL OF THE SPOILS AND PREY THAT WERE IN IT, AND RETURNED TO JUDEA.
CHAPTER 9. CONCERNING THE DEATH OF ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANE. HOW ANTIOCHUS EUPATOR FOUGHT AGAINST JUDA AND BESIEGED HIM IN THE TEMPLE AND AFTERWARDS MADE PEACE WITH HIM AND DEPARTED; OF ALCIMUS AND ONIAS. 
1. ABOUT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT KING ANTIOCHUS, AS HE WAS GOING OVER THE UPPER COUNTRIES, HEARD THAT THERE WAS A VERY RICH CITY IN PERSIA, CALLED ELYMAIS; AND THEREIN A VERY RICH TEMPLE OF DIANA, AND THAT IT WAS FULL OF ALL SORTS OF DONATIONS DEDICATED TO IT; AS ALSO WEAPONS AND BREASTPLATES, WHICH, UPON INQUIRY, HE FOUND HAD BEEN LEFT THERE BY ALEXANDER, THE SON OF PHILIP, KING OF MACEDONIA. AND BEING INCITED BY THESE MOTIVES, HE WENT IN HASTE TO ELYMAIS, AND ASSAULTED IT, AND BESIEGED IT. BUT AS THOSE THAT WERE IN IT WERE NOT TERRIFIED AT HIS ASSAULT, NOR AT HIS SIEGE, BUT OPPOSED HIM VERY COURAGEOUSLY, HE WAS BEATEN OFF HIS HOPES; FOR THEY DROVE HIM AWAY FROM THE CITY, AND WENT OUT AND PURSUED AFTER HIM, INSOMUCH THAT HE FLED AWAY AS FAR AS BABYLON, AND LOST A GREAT MANY OF HIS ARMY. AND WHEN HE WAS GRIEVING FOR THIS DISAPPOINTMENT, SOME PERSONS TOLD HIM OF THE DEFEAT OF HIS COMMANDERS WHOM HE HAD LEFT BEHIND HIM TO FIGHT AGAINST JUDEA, AND WHAT STRENGTH THE JEWS HAD ALREADY GOTTEN. WHEN THIS CONCERN ABOUT THESE AFFAIRS WAS ADDED TO THE FORMER, HE WAS CONFOUNDED, AND BY THE ANXIETY HE WAS IN FELL INTO A DISTEMPER, WHICH, AS IT LASTED A GREAT WHILE, AND AS HIS PAINS INCREASED UPON HIM, SO HE AT LENGTH PERCEIVED HE SHOULD DIE IN A LITTLE TIME; SO HE CALLED HIS FRIENDS TO HIM, AND TOLD THEM THAT HIS DISTEMPER WAS SEVERE UPON HIM; AND CONFESSED WITHAL, THAT THIS CALAMITY WAS SENT UPON HIM FOR THE MISERIES HE HAD BROUGHT UPON THE JEWISH NATION, WHILE HE PLUNDERED THEIR TEMPLE, AND CONTEMNED THEIR GOD; AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE GAVE UP THE GHOST. WHENCE ONE MAY WONDER AT POLYBIUS OF MEGALOPOLIS, WHO, THOUGH OTHERWISE A GOOD MAN, YET SAITH THAT "ANTIOCHUS DIED BECAUSE HE HAD A PURPOSE TO PLUNDER THE TEMPLE OF DIANA IN PERSIA;" FOR THE PURPOSING TO DO A THING, BUT NOT ACTUALLY DOING IT, IS NOT WORTHY OF PUNISHMENT. BUT IF POLYBIUS COULD THINK THAT ANTIOCHUS THUS LOST HIS LIFE ON THAT ACCOUNT, IT IS MUCH MORE PROBABLE THAT THIS KING DIED ON ACCOUNT OF HIS SACRILEGIOUS PLUNDERING OF THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM. BUT WE WILL NOT CONTEND ABOUT THIS MATTER WITH THOSE WHO MAY THINK THAT THE CAUSE ASSIGNED BY THIS POLYBIUS OF MEGALOPOLIS IS NEARER THE TRUTH THAN THAT ASSIGNED BY US. 
2. HOWEVER, ANTIOCHUS, BEFORE HE DIED, CALLED FOR PHILIP, WHO WAS ONE OF HIS COMPANIONS, AND MADE HIM THE GUARDIAN OF HIS KINGDOM; AND GAVE HIM HIS DIADEM, AND HIS GARMENT, AND HIS RING, AND CHARGED HIM TO CARRY THEM, AND DELIVER THEM TO HIS SON ANTIOCHUS; AND DESIRED HIM TO TAKE CARE OF HIS EDUCATION, AND TO PRESERVE THE KINGDOM FOR HIM. THIS ANTIOCHUS DIED IN THE HUNDRED FORTY AND NINTH YEAR; BUT IT WAS LYSIAS THAT DECLARED HIS DEATH TO THE MULTITUDE, AND APPOINTED HIS SON ANTIOCHUS TO BE KING, (OF WHOM AT PRESENT HE HAD THE CARE,) AND CALLED HIM EUPATOR. 
3. AT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT THE GARRISON IN THE CITADEL OF JERUSALEM, WITH THE JEWISH RUNAGATES, DID A GREAT DEAL OF HARM TO THE JEWS; FOR THE SOLDIERS THAT WERE IN THAT GARRISON RUSHED OUT UPON THE SUDDEN, AND DESTROYED SUCH AS WERE GOING UP TO THE TEMPLE IN ORDER TO OFFER THEIR SACRIFICES, FOR THIS CITADEL ADJOINED TO AND OVERLOOKED THE TEMPLE. WHEN THESE MISFORTUNES HAD OFTEN HAPPENED TO THEM, JUDAS RESOLVED TO DESTROY THAT GARRISON; WHEREUPON HE GOT ALL THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, AND VIGOROUSLY BESIEGED THOSE THAT WERE IN THE CITADEL. THIS WAS IN THE HUNDRED AND FIFTIETH YEAR OF THE DOMINION OF THE SELEUCIDSE. SO, HE MADE ENGINES OF WAR, AND ERECTED BULWARKS, AND VERY ZEALOUSLY PRESSED ON TO TAKE THE CITADEL. BUT THERE WERE NOT A FEW OF THE RUNAGATES WHO WERE IN THE PLACE THAT WENT OUT BY NIGHT INTO THE COUNTRY, AND GOT TOGETHER SOME OTHER WICKED MEN LIKE THEMSELVES, AND WENT TO ANTIOCHUS THE KING, AND DESIRED OF HIM THAT HE WOULD NOT SUFFER THEM TO BE NEGLECTED, UNDER THE GREAT HARDSHIPS THAT LAY UPON THEM FROM THOSE OF THEIR OWN NATION; AND THIS BECAUSE THEIR SUFFERINGS WERE OCCASIONED ON HIS FATHER'S ACCOUNT, WHILE THEY LEFT THE RELIGIOUS WORSHIP OF THEIR FATHERS, AND PREFERRED THAT WHICH HE HAD COMMANDED THEM TO FOLLOW: THAT THERE WAS DANGER LEST THE CITADEL, AND THOSE APPOINTED TO GARRISON IT BY THE KING, SHOULD BE TAKEN BY JUDAS, AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, UNLESS HE WOULD SEND THEM SUCCORS. WHEN ANTIOCHUS, WHO WAS BUT A CHILD, HEARD THIS, HE WAS ANGRY, AND SENT FOR HIS CAPTAINS AND HIS FRIENDS, AND GAVE ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD GET AN ARMY OF MERCENARIES TOGETHER, WITH SUCH MEN ALSO OF HIS OWN KINGDOM AS WERE OF AN AGE FIT FOR WAR. ACCORDINGLY, AN ARMY WAS COLLECTED OF ABOUT A HUNDRED THOUSAND FOOTMEN, AND TWENTY THOUSAND HORSEMEN, AND THIRTY-TWO ELEPHANTS. 
4. SO THE KING TOOK THIS ARMY, AND MARCHED HASTILY OUT OF ANTIOCH, WITH LYSIAS, WHO HAD THE COMMAND OF THE WHOLE, AND CAME TO IDUMEA, AND THENCE WENT UP TO THE CITY BETHSNRA, A CITY THAT WAS STRONG, AND NOT TO BE TAKEN WITHOUT GREAT DIFFICULTY. HE SET ABOUT THIS CITY, AND BESIEGED IT. AND WHILE THE INHABITANTS OF BETHSURA COURAGEOUSLY OPPOSED HIM, AND SALLIED OUT UPON HIM, AND BURNT HIS ENGINES OF WAR, A GREAT DEAL OF TIME WAS SPENT IN THE SIEGE. BUT WHEN JUDAS HEARD OF THE KING'S COMING, HE RAISED THE SIEGE OF THE CITADEL, AND MET THE KING, AND PITCHED HIS CAMP IN CERTAIN STRAITS, AT A PLACE CALLED BETHZACHRIAH, AT THE DISTANCE OF SEVENTY FURLONGS FROM THE ENEMY; BUT THE KING SOON DREW HIS FORCES FROM BETHSURA, AND BROUGHT THEM TO THOSE STRAITS. AND AS SOON AS IT WAS DAY, HE PUT HIS MEN IN BATTLE-ARRAY, AND MADE HIS ELEPHANTS FOLLOW ONE ANOTHER THROUGH THE NARROW PASSES, BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT BE SET SIDEWAYS BY ONE ANOTHER. NOW ROUND ABOUT EVERY ELEPHANT THERE WERE A THOUSAND FOOTMEN, AND FIVE HUNDRED HORSEMEN. THE ELEPHANTS ALSO HAD HIGH TOWERS [UPON THEIR BACKS], AND ARCHERS [IN THEM]. AND HE ALSO MADE THE REST OF HIS ARMY TO GO UP THE MOUNTAINS, AND PUT HIS FRIENDS BEFORE THE REST; AND GAVE ORDERS FOR THE ARMY TO SHOUT ALOUD, AND SO HE ATTACKED THE ENEMY. HE ALSO EXPOSED TO SIGHT THEIR GOLDEN AND BRAZEN SHIELDS, SO THAT A GLORIOUS SPLENDOR WAS SENT FROM THEM; AND WHEN THEY SHOUTED THE MOUNTAINS ECHOED AGAIN. WHEN JUDAS SAW THIS, HE WAS NOT TERRIFIED, BUT RECEIVED THE ENEMY WITH GREAT COURAGE, AND SLEW ABOUT SIX HUNDRED OF THE FIRST RANKS. BUT WHEN HIS BROTHER ELEAZAR, WHOM THEY CALLED AURAN, SAW THE TALLEST OF ALL THE ELEPHANTS ARMED WITH ROYAL BREASTPLATES, AND SUPPOSED THAT THE KING WAS UPON HIM, HE ATTACKED HIM WITH GREAT QUICKNESS AND BRAVERY. HE ALSO SLEW MANY OF THOSE THAT WERE ABOUT THE ELEPHANT, AND SCATTERED THE REST, AND THEN WENT UNDER THE BELLY OF THE ELEPHANT, AND SMOTE HIM, AND SLEW HIM; SO, THE ELEPHANT FELL UPON ELEAZAR, AND BY HIS WEIGHT CRUSHED HIM TO DEATH. AND THUS, DID THIS MAN COME TO HIS END, WHEN HE HAD FIRST COURAGEOUSLY DESTROYED MANY OF HIS ENEMIES. 
5. BUT JUDAS, SEEING THE STRENGTH OF THE ENEMY, RETIRED TO JERUSALEM, AND PREPARED TO ENDURE A SIEGE. AS FOR ANTIOCHUS, HE SENT PART OF HIS ARMY TO BETHSURA, TO BESIEGE IT, AND WITH THE REST OF HIS ARMY HE CAME AGAINST JERUSALEM; BUT THE INHABITANTS OF BETHSURA WERE TERRIFIED AT HIS STRENGTH; AND SEEING THAT THEIR PROVISIONS GREW SCARCE, THEY DELIVERED THEMSELVES UP ON THE SECURITY OF OATHS THAT THEY SHOULD SUFFER NO HARD TREATMENT FROM THE KING. AND WHEN ANTIOCHUS HAD THUS TAKEN THE CITY, HE DID THEM NO OTHER HARM THAN SENDING THEM OUT NAKED. HE ALSO PLACED A GARRISON OF HIS OWN IN THE CITY. BUT AS FOR THE TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM, HE LAY AT ITS SIEGE A LONG TIME, WHILE THEY WITHIN BRAVELY DEFENDED IT; FOR WHAT ENGINES SOEVER THE KING SET AGAINST THEM, THEY SET OTHER ENGINES AGAIN TO OPPOSE THEM. BUT THEN THEIR PROVISIONS FAILED THEM; WHAT FRUITS OF THE GROUND THEY HAD LAID UP WERE SPENT AND THE LAND BEING NOT PLOUGHED THAT YEAR, CONTINUED UNSOWED, BECAUSE IT WAS THE SEVENTH YEAR, ON WHICH, BY OUR LAWS, WE ARE OBLIGED TO LET IT LAY UNCULTIVATED. AND WITHAL, SO MANY OF THE BESIEGED RAN AWAY FOR WANT OF NECESSARIES, THAT BUT A FEW ONLY WERE LEFT IN THE TEMPLE. 
6. AND THESE HAPPENED TO BE THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF SUCH AS WERE BESIEGED IN THE TEMPLE. BUT THEN, BECAUSE LYSIAS, THE GENERAL OF THE ARMY, AND ANTIOCHUS THE KING, WERE INFORMED THAT PHILIP WAS COMING UPON THEM OUT OF PERSIA, AND WAS ENDEAVORING TO GET THE MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS TO HIMSELF, THEY CAME INTO THESE SENTIMENTS, TO LEAVE THE SIEGE, AND TO MAKE HASTE TO GO AGAINST PHILIP; YET DID THEY RESOLVE NOT TO LET THIS BE KNOWN TO THE SOLDIERS OR TO THE OFFICERS: BUT THE KING COMMANDED LYSIAS TO SPEAK OPENLY TO THE SOLDIERS AND THE OFFICERS, WITHOUT SAYING A WORD ABOUT THE BUSINESS OF PHILIP; AND TO INTIMATE TO THEM THAT THE SIEGE WOULD BE VERY LONG; THAT THE PLACE WAS VERY STRONG; THAT THEY WERE ALREADY IN WANT OF PROVISIONS; THAT MANY AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM WANTED REGULATION; AND THAT IT WAS MUCH BETTER TO MAKE A LEAGUE WITH THE BESIEGED, AND TO BECOME FRIENDS TO THEIR WHOLE NATION, BY PERMITTING THEM TO OBSERVE THE LAWS OF THEIR FATHERS, WHILE THEY BROKE OUT INTO THIS WAR ONLY BECAUSE THEY WERE DEPRIVED OF THEM, AND SO TO DEPART HOME. WHEN LYSIAS HAD DISCOURSED THUS TO THEM, BOTH THE ARMY AND THE OFFICERS WERE PLEASED WITH THIS RESOLUTION. 
7. ACCORDINGLY THE KING SENT TO JUDAS, AND TO THOSE THAT WERE BESIEGED WITH THEM, AND PROMISED TO GIVE THEM PEACE, AND TO PERMIT THEM TO MAKE USE OF, AND LIVE ACCORDING TO, THE LAWS OF THEIR FATHERS; AND THEY GLADLY RECEIVED HIS PROPOSALS; AND WHEN THEY HAD GAINED SECURITY UPON OATH FOR THEIR PERFORMANCE, THEY WENT OUT OF THE TEMPLE. BUT WHEN ANTIOCHUS CAME INTO IT, AND SAW HOW STRONG THE PLACE WAS, HE BROKE HIS OATHS, AND ORDERED HIS ARMY THAT WAS THERE TO PLUCK DOWN THE WALLS TO THE GROUND; AND WHEN HE HAD SO DONE, HE RETURNED TO ANTIOCH. HE ALSO CARRIED WITH HIM ONIAS THE HIGH PRIEST, WHO WAS ALSO CALLED MENELAUS; FOR LYSIAS ADVISED THE KING TO SLAY MENELAUS, IF HE WOULD HAVE THE JEWS BE QUIET, AND CAUSE HIM NO FURTHER DISTURBANCE, FOR THAT THIS MAN WAS THE ORIGIN OF ALL THE MISCHIEF THE JEWS HAD DONE THEM, BY PERSUADING HIS FATHER TO COMPEL THE JEWS TO LEAVE THE RELIGION OF THEIR FATHERS. SO, THE KING SENT MENELAUS TO BEREA, A CITY OF SYRIA, AND THERE HAD HIM PUT TO DEATH, WHEN HE HAD BEEN HIGH PRIEST TEN YEARS. HE HAD BEEN A WICKED AND AN IMPIOUS MAN; AND, IN ORDER TO GET THE GOVERNMENT TO HIMSELF, HAD COMPELLED HIS NATION TO TRANSGRESS THEIR OWN LAWS. AFTER THE DEATH OF MENELAUS, ALCIMUS, WHO WAS ALSO CALLED JACIMUS, WAS MADE HIGH PRIEST. BUT WHEN KING ANTIOCHUS FOUND THAT PHILIP HAD ALREADY POSSESSED HIMSELF OF THE GOVERNMENT, HE MADE WAR AGAINST HIM, AND SUBDUED HIM, AND TOOK HIM, AND SLEW HIM. NOW AS TO ONIAS, THE SON OF THE HIGH PRIEST, WHO, AS WE BEFORE INFORMED YOU, WAS LEFT A CHILD WHEN HIS FATHER DIED, WHEN HE SAW THAT THE KING HAD SLAIN HIS UNCLE MENELAUS, AND GIVEN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD TO ALCIMUS, WHO WAS NOT OF THE HIGH PRIEST STOCK, BUT WAS INDUCED BY LYSIAS TO TRANSLATE THAT DIGNITY FROM HIS FAMILY TO ANOTHER HOUSE, HE FLED TO PTOLEMY, KING OF EGYPT; AND WHEN HE FOUND HE WAS IN GREAT ESTEEM WITH HIM, AND WITH HIS WIFE CLEOPATRA, HE DESIRED AND OBTAINED A PLACE IN THE NOMUS OF HELIOPOLIS, WHEREIN HE BUILT A TEMPLE LIKE TO THAT AT JERUSALEM; OF WHICH THEREFORE WE SHALL HEREAFTER GIVE AN ACCOUNT, IN A PLACE MORE PROPER FOR IT.
CHAPTER 10. HOW BACCHIDES, THE GENERAL OF DEMETRIUS'S ARMY, MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST JUDEA, AND RETURNED WITHOUT SUCCESS; AND HOW NICANOR WAS SENT A LITTLE AFTERWARD AGAINST JUDAS AND PERISHED, TOGETHER WITH HIS ARMY; AS ALSO CONCERNING THE DEATH OF ALCIMUS AND THE SUCCESSION OF JUDAS. 
1. ABOUT THE SAME TIME DEMETRIUS, THE SON OF SELEUCUS, FLED AWAY FROM ROME, AND TOOK TRIPOLI, A CITY OF SYRIA, AND SET THE DIADEM ON HIS OWN HEAD. HE ALSO GATHERED CERTAIN MERCENARY SOLDIERS TOGETHER, AND ENTERED INTO HIS KINGDOM, AND WAS JOYFULLY RECEIVED BY ALL, WHO DELIVERED THEMSELVES UP TO HIM. AND WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN AUTIOCHUS THE KING, AND LYSIAS, THEY BROUGHT THEM TO HIM ALIVE; BOTH WHICH WERE IMMEDIATELY PUT TO DEATH BY THE COMMAND OF DEMETRIUS, WHEN ANTIOCHUS HAD REIGNED TWO YEARS, AS WE HAVE ALREADY ELSEWHERE RELATED. BUT THERE WERE NOW MANY OF THE WICKED JEWISH RUNAGATES THAT CAME TOGETHER TO HIM, AND WITH THEM ALCIMUS THE HIGH PRIEST, WHO ACCUSED THE WHOLE NATION, AND PARTICULARLY JUDAS AND HIS BRETHREN; AND SAID THAT THEY HAD SLAIN ALL HIS FRIENDS, AND THAT THOSE IN HIS KINGDOM THAT WERE OF HIS PARTY, AND WAITED FOR HIS RETURN, WERE BY THEM PUT TO DEATH; THAT THESE MEN HAD EJECTED THEM OUT OF THEIR OWN COUNTRY, AND CAUSED THEM TO BE SOJOURNERS IN A FOREIGN LAND; AND THEY DESIRED THAT HE WOULD SEND SOME ONE OF HIS OWN FRIENDS, AND KNOW FROM HIM WHAT MISCHIEF JUDAS'S PARTY HAD DONE. 
2. AT THIS DEMETRIUS WAS VERY ANGRY, AND SENT BACCHIDES, A FRIEND OF ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, A GOOD MAN, AND ONE THAT HAD BEEN INTRUSTED WITH ALL MESOPOTAMIA, AND GAVE HIM AN ARMY, AND COMMITTED ALCIMUS THE HIGH PRIEST TO HIS CARE; AND GAVE HIM CHARGE TO SLAY JUDAS, AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM. SO BACCHIDES MADE HASTE, AND WENT OUT OF ANTIOCH WITH HIS ARMY; AND WHEN HE WAS COME INTO JUDEA, HE SENT TO JUDAS AND HIS BRETHREN, TO DISCOURSE WITH THEM ABOUT A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP AND PEACE, FOR HE HAD A MIND TO TAKE HIM BY TREACHERY. BUT JUDAS DID NOT GIVE CREDIT TO HIM, FOR HE SAW THAT HE CAME WITH SO GREAT AN ARMY AS MEN DO NOT BRING WHEN THEY COME TO MAKE PEACE, BUT TO MAKE WAR. HOWEVER, SOME OF THE PEOPLE ACQUIESCED IN WHAT BACCHIDES CAUSED TO BE PROCLAIMED; AND SUPPOSING THEY SHOULD UNDERGO NO CONSIDERABLE HARM FROM ALCIMUS, WHO WAS THEIR COUNTRYMAN, THEY WENT OVER TO THEM; AND WHEN THEY HAD RECEIVED OATHS FROM BOTH OF THEM, THAT NEITHER THEY THEMSELVES, NOR THOSE OF THE SAME SENTIMENTS, SHOULD COME TO ANY HARM, THEY INTRUSTED THEMSELVES WITH THEM. BUT BACCHIDES TROUBLED NOT HIMSELF ABOUT THE OATHS HE HAD TAKEN, BUT SLEW THREESCORE OF THEM, ALTHOUGH, BY NOT KEEPING HIS FAITH WITH THOSE THAT FIRST WENT OVER, HE DETERRED ALL THE REST, WHO HAD INTENTIONS TO GO OVER TO HIM, FROM DOING IT. BUT AS HE WAS GONE OUT OF JERUSALEM, AND WAS AT THE VILLAGE CALLED BETHZETHO, HE SENT OUT, AND CAUGHT MANY OF THE DESERTERS, AND SOME OF THE PEOPLE ALSO, AND SLEW THEM ALL; AND ENJOINED ALL THAT LIVED IN THE COUNTRY TO SUBMIT TO ALCIMUS. SO, HE LEFT HIM THERE, WITH SOME PART OF THE ARMY, THAT HE MIGHT HAVE WHEREWITH TO KEEP THE COUNTRY IN OBEDIENCE AND RETURNED TO ANTIOCH TO KING DEMETRIUS. 
3. BUT ALCIMUS WAS DESIROUS TO HAVE THE DOMINION MORE FIRMLY ASSURED TO HIM; AND UNDERSTANDING THAT, IF HE COULD BRING IT ABOUT THAT THE MULTITUDE SHOULD BE HIS FRIENDS, HE SHOULD GOVERN WITH GREATER SECURITY, HE SPOKE KIND WORDS TO THEM ALL, AND DISCOURSED TO EACH OF THEM AFTER AN AGREEABLE AND PLEASANT MANNER; BY WHICH MEANS HE QUICKLY HAD A GREAT BODY OF MEN AND AN ARMY ABOUT HIM, ALTHOUGH THE GREATER PART OF THEM WERE OF THE WICKED, AND THE DESERTERS. WITH THESE, WHOM HE USED AS HIS SERVANTS AND SOLDIERS, HE WENT ALL OVER THE COUNTRY, AND SLEW ALL THAT HE COULD FIND OF JUDAS'S PARTY. BUT WHEN JUDAS SAW THAT ALCIMUS WAS ALREADY BECOME GREAT, AND HAD DESTROYED MANY OF THE GOOD AND HOLY MEN OF THE COUNTRY, HE ALSO WENT ALL OVER THE COUNTRY, AND DESTROYED THOSE THAT WERE OF THE OTHER PARTY. BUT WHEN ALCIMUS SAW THAT HE WAS NOT ABLE TO OPPOSE JUDAS, NOR WAS EQUAL TO HIM IN STRENGTH, HE RESOLVED TO APPLY HIMSELF TO KING DEMETRIUS FOR HIS ASSISTANCE; SO HE CAME TO ANTIOCH, AND IRRITATED HIM AGAINST JUDAS, AND ACCUSED HIM, ALLEGING THAT HE HAD UNDERGONE A GREAT MANY MISERIES BY HIS MEANS, AND THAT HE WOULD DO MORE MISCHIEF UNLESS HE WERE PREVENTED, AND BROUGHT TO PUNISHMENT, WHICH MUST BE DONE BY SENDING A POWERFUL FORCE AGAINST HIM. 
4. SO DEMETRIUS, BEING ALREADY OF OPINION THAT IT WOULD BE A THING PERNICIOUS TO HIS OWN AFFAIRS TO OVERLOOK JUDAS, NOW HE WAS BECOMING SO GREAT, SENT AGAINST HIM NICANOR, THE MOST-KIND AND MOST FAITHFUL OF ALL HIS FRIENDS; FOR HE IT WAS WHO FLED AWAY WITH HIM FROM THE CITY OF ROME. HE ALSO GAVE HIM AS MANY FORCES AS HE THOUGHT SUFFICIENT FOR HIM TO CONQUER JUDAS WITHAL, AND BID HIM NOT TO SPARE THE NATION AT ALL. WHEN NICANOR WAS COME TO JERUSALEM, HE DID NOT RESOLVE TO FIGHT JUDAS IMMEDIATELY, BUT JUDGED IT BETTER TO GET HIM INTO HIS POWER BY TREACHERY; SO HE SENT HIM A MESSAGE OF PEACE, AND SAID THERE WAS NO MANNER OF NECESSITY FOR THEM TO FIGHT AND HAZARD THEMSELVES; AND THAT HE WOULD GIVE HIM HIS OATH THAT HE WOULD DO HIM NO HARM, FOR THAT HE ONLY CAME WITH SOME FRIENDS, IN ORDER TO LET HIM KNOW WHAT KING DEMETRIUS'S INTENTIONS WERE, AND WHAT OPINION HE HAD OF THEIR NATION. WHEN NICANOR HAD DELIVERED THIS MESSAGE, JUDAS AND HIS BRETHREN COMPLIED WITH HIM, AND SUSPECTING NO DECEIT, THEY GAVE HIM ASSURANCES OF FRIENDSHIP, AND RECEIVED NICANOR AND HIS ARMY; BUT WHILE HE WAS SALUTING JUDAS, AND THEY WERE TALKING TOGETHER, HE GAVE A CERTAIN SIGNAL TO HIS OWN SOLDIERS, UPON WHICH THEY WERE TO SEIZE UPON JUDAS; BUT HE PERCEIVED THE TREACHERY, AND RAN BACK TO HIS OWN SOLDIERS, AND FLED AWAY WITH THEM. SO, UPON THIS DISCOVERY OF HIS PURPOSE, AND OF THE SNARES LAID FOR JUDAS, NICANOR DETERMINED TO MAKE OPEN WAR WITH HIM, AND GATHERED HIS ARMY TOGETHER, AND PREPARED FOR FIGHTING HIM; AND UPON JOINING BATTLE WITH HIM AT A CERTAIN VILLAGE CALLED CAPHARSALAMA, HE BEAT JUDAS, AND FORCED HIM TO FLY TO THAT CITADEL WHICH WAS AT JERUSALEM. 
5. AND WHEN NICANOR CAME DOWN FROM THE CITADEL UNTO THE TEMPLE, SOME OF THE PRIESTS AND ELDERS MET HIM, AND SALUTED HIM; AND SHOWED HIM THE SACRIFICES WHICH THEY OFFERED TO GOD FOR THE KING: UPON WHICH HE BLASPHEMED, AND THREATENED THEM, THAT UNLESS THE PEOPLE WOULD DELIVER UP JUDAS TO HIM, UPON HIS RETURN HE WOULD PULL CLOWN THEIR TEMPLE. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS THREATENED THEM, HE DEPARTED FROM JERUSALEM. BUT THE PRIESTS FELL INTO TEARS OUT OF GRIEF AT WHAT HE HAD SAID, AND BESOUGHT GOD TO DELIVER THEM FROM THEIR ENEMIES BUT NOW FOR NICANOR, WHEN HE WAS GONE OUT OF JERUSALEM, AND WAS AT A CERTAIN VILLAGE CALLED BETHORON, HE THERE PITCHED HIS CAMP, ANOTHER ARMY OUT OF SYRIA HAVING JOINED HIM. AND JUDAS PITCHED HIS CAMP AT ADASA, ANOTHER VILLAGE, WHICH WAS THIRTY FURLONGS DISTANT FROM BETHORON, HAVING NO MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND SOLDIERS. AND WHEN HE HAD ENCOURAGED THEM NOT TO BE DISMAYED AT THE MULTITUDE OF THEIR ENEMIES, NOR TO REGARD HOW MANY THEY WERE AGAINST WHOM THEY WERE GOING TO FIGHT, BUT TO CONSIDER WHO THEY THEMSELVES WERE, AND FOR WHAT GREAT REWARDS THEY HAZARDED THEMSELVES, AND TO ATTACK THE ENEMY COURAGEOUSLY, HE LED THEM OUT TO FIGHT, AND JOINING BATTLE WITH NICANOR, WHICH PROVED TO BE A SEVERE ONE, HE OVERCAME THE ENEMY, AND SLEW MANY OF THEM; AND AT LAST NICANOR HIMSELF, AS HE WAS FIGHTING GLORIOUSLY, FELL: - UPON WHOSE FALL THE ARMY DID NOT STAY; BUT WHEN THEY HAD LOST THEIR GENERAL, THEY WERE PUT TO FLIGHT, AND THREW DOWN THEIR ARMS. JUDAS ALSO PURSUED THEM AND SLEW THEM, AND GAVE NOTICE BY THE SOUND OF THE TRUMPETS TO THE NEIGHBORING VILLAGES THAT HE HAD CONQUERED THE ENEMY; WHICH, WHEN THE INHABITANTS HEARD, THEY PUT ON THEIR ARMOR HASTILY, AND MET THEIR ENEMIES IN THE FACE AS THEY WERE RUNNING AWAY, AND SLEW THEM, INSOMUCH THAT NOT ONE OF THEM ESCAPED OUT OF THIS BATTLE, WHO WERE IN NUMBER NINE THOUSAND THIS VICTORY HAPPENED TO FALL ON THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF THAT MONTH WHICH BY THE JEWS IS CALLED ADAR AND BY THE MACEDONIANS DYSTRUS; AND THE JEWS THEREON CELEBRATE THIS VICTORY EVERY YEAR, AND ESTEEM IT AS A FESTIVAL DAY. AFTER WHICH THE JEWISH NATION WERE, FOR A WHILE, FREE FROM WARS, AND ENJOYED PEACE; BUT AFTERWARD THEY RETURNED INTO THEIR FORMER STATE OF WARS AND HAZARDS. 
6. BUT NOW AS THE HIGH PRIEST ALCIMUS, WAS RESOLVING TO PULL DOWN THE WALL OF THE SANCTUARY, WHICH HAD BEEN THERE OF OLD TIME, AND HAD BEEN BUILT BY THE HOLY PROPHETS, HE WAS SMITTEN SUDDENLY BY GOD, AND FELL DOWN. THIS STROKE MADE HIM FALL DOWN SPEECHLESS UPON THE GROUND; AND UNDERGOING TORMENTS FOR MANY DAYS, HE AT LENGTH DIED, WHEN HE HAD BEEN HIGH PRIEST FOUR YEARS. AND WHEN HE WAS DEAD, THE PEOPLE BESTOWED THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD ON JUDAS; WHO HEARING OF THE POWER OF THE ROMANS, AND THAT THEY HAD CONQUERED IN WAR GALATIA, AND IBERIA, AND CARTHAGE, AND LIBYA; AND THAT, BESIDES THESE, THEY HAD SUBDUED GREECE, AND THEIR KINGS, PERSEUS, AND PHILIP, AND ANTIOCHUS THE GREAT ALSO; HE RESOLVED TO ENTER INTO A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH THEM. HE THEREFORE SENT TO ROME SOME OF HIS FRIENDS, EUPOLEMUS THE SON OF JOHN, AND JASON THE SON OF ELEAZAR, AND BY THEM DESIRED THE ROMANS THAT THEY WOULD ASSIST THEM, AND BE THEIR FRIENDS, AND WOULD WRITE TO DEMETRIUS THAT HE WOULD NOT FIGHT AGAINST THE JEWS. SO, THE SENATE RECEIVED THE AMBASSADORS THAT CAME FROM JUDAS TO ROME, AND DISCOURSED WITH THEM ABOUT THE ERRAND ON WHICH THEY CAME, AND THEN GRANTED THEM A LEAGUE OF ASSISTANCE. THEY ALSO MADE A DECREE CONCERNING IT, AND SENT A COPY OF IT INTO JUDEA. IT WAS ALSO LAID UP IN THE CAPITOL, AND ENGRAVEN IN BRASS. THE DECREE ITSELF WAS THIS: "THE DECREE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING A LEAGUE OF ASSISTANCE AND FRIENDSHIP WITH THE NATION OF THE JEWS. IT SHALL NOT BE LAWFUL FOR ANY THAT ARE SUBJECT TO THE ROMANS TO MAKE WAR WITH THE NATION OF THE JEWS, NOR TO ASSIST THOSE THAT DO SO, EITHER BY SENDING THEM CORN, OR SHIPS, OR MONEY; AND IF ANY ATTACK BE MADE UPON THE JEWS, THE ROMANS SHALL ASSIST THEM, AS FAR AS THEY ARE ABLE; AND AGAIN, IF ANY ATTACK BE MADE UPON THE ROMANS, THE JEWS SHALL ASSIST THEM. AND IF THE JEWS HAVE A MIND TO ADD TO, OR TO TAKE AWAY ANY THING FROM, THIS LEAGUE OF ASSISTANCE, THAT SHALL BE DONE WITH THE COMMON CONSENT OF THE ROMANS. AND WHATSOEVER ADDITION SHALL THUS BE MADE, IT SHALL BE OF FORCE." THIS DECREE WAS WRITTEN BY EUPOLEMUS THE SON OF JOHN, AND BY JASON THE SON OF ELEAZAR, WHEN JUDAS WAS HIGH PRIEST OF THE NATION, AND SIMON HIS BROTHER WAS GENERAL OF THE ARMY. AND THIS WAS THE FIRST LEAGUE THAT THE ROMANS MADE WITH THE JEWS, AND WAS MANAGED AFTER THIS MANNER. 
CHAPTER 11. THAT BACCHIDES WAS AGAIN SENT OUT AGAINST JUDAS; AND HOW JUDAS FELL AS HE WAS COURAGEOUSLY FIGHTING. 
1. BUT WHEN DEMETRIUS WAS INFORMED OF THE DEATH OF NICANOR, AND OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ARMY THAT WAS WITH HIM, HE SENT BACCHIDES AGAIN WITH AN ARMY INTO JUDEA, WHO MARCHED OUT OF ANTIOCH, AND CAME INTO JUDEA, AND PITCHED HIS CAMP AT ARBELA, A CITY OF GALILEE; AND HAVING BESIEGED AND TAKEN THOSE THAT WERE THERE IN CAVES, (FOR MANY OF THE PEOPLE FLED INTO SUCH PLACES,) HE REMOVED, AND MADE ALL THE HASTE HE COULD TO JERUSALEM. AND WHEN HE HAD LEARNED THAT JUDAS HAD PITCHED HIS CAMP AT A CERTAIN VILLAGE WHOSE NAME WAS BETHZETHO, HE LED HIS ARMY AGAINST HIM: THEY WERE TWENTY THOUSAND FOOT-MEN, AND TWO THOUSAND HORSEMEN. NOW JUDAS HAD NO MORE SOLDIERS THAN ONE THOUSAND. WHEN THESE SAW THE MULTITUDE OF BACCHIDES'S MEN, THEY WERE AFRAID, AND LEFT THEIR CAMP, AND FLED ALL AWAY, EXCEPTING EIGHT HUNDRED. NOW WHEN JUDAS WAS DESERTED BY HIS OWN SOLDIERS, AND THE ENEMY PRESSED UPON HIM, AND GAVE HIM NO TIME TO GATHER HIS ARMY TOGETHER, HE WAS DISPOSED TO FIGHT WITH BACCHIDES'S ARMY, THOUGH HE HAD BUT EIGHT HUNDRED MEN WITH HIM; SO HE EXHORTED THESE MEN TO UNDERGO THE DANGER COURAGEOUSLY, AND ENCOURAGED THEM TO ATTACK THE ENEMY. AND WHEN THEY SAID THEY WERE NOT A BODY SUFFICIENT TO FIGHT SO GREAT AN ARMY, AND ADVISED THAT THEY SHOULD RETIRE NOW, AND SAVE THEMSELVES AND THAT WHEN HE HAD GATHERED HIS OWN MEN TOGETHER, THEN HE SHOULD FALL UPON THE ENEMY AFTERWARDS, HIS ANSWER WAS THIS: "LET NOT THE SUN EVER SEE SUCH A THING, THAT I SHOULD SHOW MY BACK TO THE ENEMY AND ALTHOUGH THIS BE THE TIME THAT WILL BRING ME TO MY END, AND I MUST DIE IN THIS BATTLE, I WILL RATHER STAND TO IT COURAGEOUSLY, AND BEAR WHATSOEVER COMES UPON ME, THAN BY NOW RUNNING AWAY BRING REPROACH UPON MY FORMER GREAT ACTIONS, OR TARNISH THEIR GLORY." THIS WAS THE SPEECH HE MADE TO THOSE THAT REMAINED WITH HIM, WHEREBY HE ENCOURAGED THEM TO ATTACK THE ENEMY. 
2. BUT BACCHIDES DREW HIS ARMY OUT OF THEIR CAMP, AND PUT THEM IN ARRAY FOR THE BATTLE. HE SET THE HORSEMEN ON BOTH THE WINGS, AND THE LIGHT SOLDIERS AND THE ARCHERS HE PLACED BEFORE THE WHOLE ARMY, BUT HE WAS HIMSELF ON THE RIGHT WING. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS PUT HIS ARMY IN ORDER OF BATTLE, AND WAS GOING TO JOIN BATTLE WITH THE ENEMY, HE COMMANDED THE TRUMPETER TO GIVE A SIGNAL OF BATTLE, AND THE ARMY TO MAKE A SHOUT, AND TO FALL ON THE ENEMY. AND WHEN JUDAS HAD DONE THE SAME, HE JOINED BATTLE WITH THEM; AND AS BOTH SIDES FOUGHT VALIANTLY, AND THE BATTLE CONTINUED TILL SUN-SET, JUDAS SAW THAT BACCHIDES AND THE STRONGEST PART OF THE ARMY WAS IN THE RIGHT WING, AND THEREUPON TOOK THE MOST COURAGEOUS MEN WITH HIM, AND RAN UPON THAT PART OF THE ARMY, AND FELL UPON THOSE THAT WERE THERE, AND BROKE THEIR RANKS, AND DROVE THEM INTO THE MIDDLE, AND FORCED THEM TO RUN AWAY, AND PURSUED THEM AS FAR AS TO A MOUNTAIN CALLED AZA: BUT WHEN THOSE OF THE LEFT WING SAW THAT THE RIGHT WING WAS PUT TO FLIGHT, THEY ENCOMPASSED JUDAS, AND PURSUED HIM, AND CAME BEHIND HIM, AND TOOK HIM INTO THE MIDDLE OF THEIR ARMY; SO BEING NOT ABLE TO FLY, BUT ENCOMPASSED ROUND ABOUT WITH ENEMIES, HE STOOD STILL, AND HE AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM FOUGHT; AND WHEN HE HAD SLAIN A GREAT MANY OF THOSE THAT CAME AGAINST HIM, HE AT LAST WAS HIMSELF WOUNDED, AND FELL AND GAVE UP THE GHOST, AND DIED IN A WAY LIKE TO HIS FORMER FAMOUS ACTIONS. WHEN JUDAS WAS DEAD, THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM HAD NO ONE WHOM THEY COULD REGARD [AS THEIR COMMANDER]; BUT WHEN THEY SAW THEMSELVES DEPRIVED OF SUCH A GENERAL, THEY FLED. BUT SIMON AND JONATHAN, JUDAS'S BRETHREN, RECEIVED HIS DEAD BODY BY A TREATY FROM THE ENEMY, AND CARRIED IT TO THE VILLAGE OF MODIN, WHERE THEIR FATHER HAD BEEN BURIED, AND THERE BURIED HIM; WHILE THE MULTITUDE LAMENTED HIM MANY DAYS, AND PERFORMED THE USUAL SOLEMN RITES OF A FUNERAL TO HIM. AND THIS WAS THE END THAT JUDAS CAME TO. HE HAD BEEN A MAN OF VALOR AND A GREAT WARRIOR, AND MINDFUL OF THE COMMANDS OF THEIR FATHER MATRATHINS; AND HAD UNDERGONE ALL DIFFICULTIES, BOTH IN DOING AND SUFFERING, FOR THE LIBERTY OF HIS COUNTRYMEN. AND WHEN HIS CHARACTER WAS SO EXCELLENT [WHILE HE WAS ALIVE], HE LEFT BEHIND HIM A GLORIOUS REPUTATION AND MEMORIAL, BY GAINING FREEDOM FOR HIS NATION, AND DELIVERING THEM FROM SLAVERY UNDER THE MACEDONIANS. AND WHEN HE HAD RETAINED THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD THREE YEARS, HE DIED.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK XIII
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF EIGHTY-TWO YEARS FROM THE DEATH OF JUDAS MACCABEUS TO THE DEATH OF QUEEN ALEXANDRA
 
CHAPTER 1. HOW JONATHAN TOOK THE GOVERNMENT AFTER HIS BROTHER JUDAS; AND HOW HE, TOGETHER WITH HIS BROTHER SIMON, WAGED WAR AGAINST BACCHIDES. 
1. BY WHAT MEANS THE NATION OF THE JEWS RECOVERED THEIR FREEDOM WHEN THEY HAD BEEN BROUGHT INTO SLAVERY BY THE MACEDONIANS, AND WHAT STRUGGLES, AND HOW GREAT BATTLES, JUDAS, THE GENERAL OF THEIR ARMY, RAN THROUGH, TILL HE WAS SLAIN AS HE WAS FIGHTING FOR THEM, HATH BEEN RELATED IN THE FOREGOING BOOK; BUT AFTER HE WAS DEAD, ALL THE WICKED, AND THOSE THAT TRANSGRESSED THE LAWS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, SPRANG UP AGAIN IN JUDEA, AND GREW UPON THEM, AND DISTRESSED THEM ON EVERY SIDE. A FAMINE ALSO ASSISTED THEIR WICKEDNESS, AND AFFLICTED THE COUNTRY, TILL NOT A FEW, WHO BY REASON OF THEIR WANT OF NECESSARIES, AND BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO BEAR UP AGAINST THE MISERIES THAT BOTH THE FAMINE AND THEIR ENEMIES BROUGHT UPON THEM, DESERTED THEIR COUNTRY, AND WENT TO THE MACEDONIANS. AND NOW BACCHIDES GATHERED THOSE JEWS TOGETHER WHO HAD APOSTATIZED FROM THE ACCUSTOMED WAY OF LIVING OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND CHOSE TO LIVE LIKE THEIR NEIGHBORS, AND COMMITTED THE CARE OF THE COUNTRY TO THEM, WHO ALSO CAUGHT THE FRIENDS OF JUDAS, AND THOSE OF HIS PARTY, AND DELIVERED THEM UP TO BACCHIDES, WHO WHEN HE HAD, IN THE FIRST PLACE, TORTURED AND TORMENTED THEM AT HIS PLEASURE, HE, BY THAT MEANS, AT LENGTH KILLED THEM. AND WHEN THIS CALAMITY OF THE JEWS WAS BECOME SO GREAT, AS THEY HAD NEVER HAD EXPERIENCE OF THE LIKE SINCE THEIR RETURN OUT OF BABYLON, THOSE THAT REMAINED OF THE COMPANIONS OF JUDAS, SEEING THAT THE NATION WAS READY TO BE DESTROYED AFTER A MISERABLE MANNER, CAME TO HIS BROTHER JONATHAN, AND DESIRED HIM THAT HE WOULD IMITATE HIS BROTHER, AND THAT CARE WHICH HE TOOK OF HIS COUNTRYMEN, FOR WHOSE LIBERTY IN GENERAL HE DIED ALSO; AND THAT HE WOULD NOT PERMIT THE NATION TO BE WITHOUT A GOVERNOR, ESPECIALLY IN THOSE DESTRUCTIVE CIRCUMSTANCES WHEREIN IT NOW WAS. AND WHERE JONATHAN SAID THAT HE WAS READY TO DIE FOR THEM, AND ESTEEMED NO INFERIOR TO HIS BROTHER, HE WAS APPOINTED TO BE THE GENERAL OF THE JEWISH ARMY. 
2. WHEN BACCHIDES HEARD THIS, AND WAS AFRAID THAT JONATHAN MIGHT BE VERY TROUBLESOME TO THE KING AND THE MACEDONIANS, AS JUDAS HAD BEEN BEFORE HIM, HE SOUGHT HOW HE MIGHT SLAY HIM BY TREACHERY. BUT THIS INTENTION OF HIS WAS NOT UNKNOWN TO JONATHAN, NOR TO HIS BROTHER SIMON; BUT WHEN THESE TWO WERE APPRIZED OF IT, THEY TOOK ALL THEIR COMPANIONS, AND PRESENTLY FLED INTO THAT WILDERNESS WHICH WAS NEAREST TO THE CITY; AND WHEN THEY WERE COME TO A LAKE CALLED ASPHAR, THEY ABODE THERE. BUT WHEN BACCHIDES WAS SENSIBLE THAT THEY WERE IN A LOW STATE, AND WERE IN THAT PLACE, HE HASTED TO FALL UPON THEM WITH ALL HIS FORCES, AND PITCHING HIS CAMP BEYOND JORDAN, HE RECRUITED HIS ARMY. BUT WHEN JONATHAN KNEW THAT BACCHIDES WAS COMING UPON HIM, HE SENT HIS BROTHER JOHN, WHO WAS ALSO CALLED GADDIS, TO THE NABATEAN ARABS, THAT HE MIGHT LODGE HIS BAGGAGE WITH THEM UNTIL THE BATTLE WITH BACCHIDES SHOULD BE OVER, FOR THEY WERE THE JEWS' FRIENDS. AND THE SONS OF AMBRI LAID AN AMBUSH FOR JOHN FROM THE CITY MEDABA, AND SEIZED UPON HIM, AND UPON THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, AND PLUNDERED ALL THAT THEY HAD WITH THEM. THEY ALSO SLEW JOHN, AND ALL HIS COMPANIONS. HOWEVER, THEY WERE SUFFICIENTLY PUNISHED FOR WHAT THEY NOW DID BY JOHN'S BRETHREN, AS WE SHALL RELATE PRESENTLY. 
3. BUT WHEN BACCHIDES KNEW THAT JONATHAN HAD PITCHED HIS CAMP AMONG THE LAKES OF JORDAN, HE OBSERVED WHEN THEIR SABBATH DAY CAME, AND THEN ASSAULTED HIM, [AS SUPPOSING THAT HE WOULD NOT FIGHT BECAUSE OF THE LAW FOR RESTING ON THAT DAY]: BUT HE EXHORTED HIS COMPANIONS [TO FIGHT]; AND TOLD THEM THAT THEIR LIVES WERE AT STAKE, SINCE THEY WERE ENCOMPASSED BY THE RIVER, AND BY THEIR ENEMIES, AND HAD NO WAY TO ESCAPE, FOR THAT THEIR ENEMIES PRESSED UPON THEM FROM BEFORE, AND THE RIVER WAS BEHIND THEM. SO AFTER HE HAD PRAYED TO GOD TO GIVE THEM THE VICTORY, HE JOINED BATTLE WITH THE ENEMY, OF WHOM HE OVERTHREW MANY; AND AS HE SAW BACCHIDES COMING UP BOLDLY TO HIM, HE STRETCHED OUT HIS RIGHT HAND TO SMITE HIM; BUT THE OTHER FORESEEING AND AVOIDING THE STROKE, JONATHAN WITH HIS COMPANIONS LEAPED INTO THE RIVER, AND SWAM OVER IT, AND BY THAT MEANS ESCAPED BEYOND JORDAN WHILE THE ENEMIES DID NOT PASS OVER THAT RIVER; BUT BACCHIDES RETURNED PRESENTLY TO THE CITADEL AT JERUSALEM, HAVING LOST ABOUT TWO THOUSAND OF HIS ARMY. HE ALSO FORTIFIED MANY CITIES OF JUDEA, WHOSE WALLS HAD BEEN DEMOLISHED; JERICHO, AND EMMAUS, AND BETBORON, AND BETHEL, AND TINMA, AND PHARATHO, AND TECOA, AND GAZARA, AND BUILT TOWERS IN EVERY ONE OF THESE CITIES, AND ENCOMPASSED THEM WITH STRONG WALLS, THAT WERE VERY LARGE ALSO, AND PUT GARRISONS INTO THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT ISSUE OUT OF THEM, AND DO MISCHIEF TO THE JEWS. HE ALSO FORTIFIED THE CITADEL AT JERUSALEM MORE THAN ALL THE REST. MOREOVER, HE TOOK THE SONS OF THE PRINCIPAL JEWS AS PLEDGES, AND HUT THEM UP IN THE CITADEL, AND IN THAT MANNER GUARDED IT. 
4. ABOUT THE SAME TIME ONE CAME TO JONATHAN, AND TO HIS BROTHER SIMON, AND TOLD THEM THAT THE SONS OF AMBRI WERE CELEBRATING A MARRIAGE, AND BRINGING THE BRIDE FROM THE CITY GABATHA, WHO WAS THE DAUGHTER OF ONE OF THE ILLUSTRIOUS MEN AMONG THE ARABIANS, AND THAT THE DAMSEL WAS TO BE CONDUCTED WITH POMP, AND SPLENDOR, AND MUCH RICHES: SO JONATHAN AND SIMON THINKING THIS APPEARED TO BE THE FITTEST TIME FOR THEM TO AVENGE THE DEATH OF THEIR BROTHER, AND THAT THEY HAD FORCES SUFFICIENT FOR RECEIVING SATISFACTION FROM THEM FOR HIS DEATH, THEY MADE HASTE TO MEDABA, AND LAY IN WAIT AMONG THE MOUNTAINS FOR THE COMING OF THEIR ENEMIES; AND AS SOON AS THEY SAW THEM CONDUCTING THE VIRGIN, AND HER BRIDEGROOM, AND SUCH A GREAT COMPANY OF THEIR FRIENDS WITH THEM AS WAS TO BE EXPECTED AT THIS WEDDING, THEY SALLIED OUT OF THEIR AMBUSH, AND SLEW THEM ALL, AND TOOK THEIR ORNAMENTS, AND ALL THE PREY THAT THEN FOLLOWED THEM, AND SO RETURNED, AND RECEIVED THIS SATISFACTION FOR THEIR BROTHER JOHN FROM THE SONS OF AMBRI; FOR AS WELL THOSE SONS THEMSELVES, AS THEIR FRIENDS, AND WIVES, AND CHILDREN THAT FOLLOWED THEM, PERISHED, BEING IN NUMBER ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED. 
5. HOWEVER, SIMON AND JONATHAN RETURNED TO THE LAKES OF THE RIVER, AND ABODE THERE. BUT BACCHIDES, WHEN HE HAD SECURED ALL JUDEA WITH HIS GARRISONS, RETURNED TO THE KING; AND THEN IT WAS THAT THE AFFAIRS OF JUDEA WERE QUIET FOR TWO YEARS. BUT WHEN THE DESERTERS AND THE WICKED SAW THAT JONATHAN AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM LIVED IN THE COUNTRY VERY QUIETLY, BY REASON OF THE PEACE, THEY SENT TO KING DEMETRIUS, AND EXCITED HIM TO SEND BACCHIDES TO SEIZE UPON JONATHAN, WHICH THEY SAID WAS TO BE DONE WITHOUT ANY TROUBLE, AND IN ONE NIGHT'S TIME; AND THAT IF THEY FELL UPON THEM BEFORE THEY WERE AWARE, THEY MIGHT SLAY THEM ALL. SO THE KING SENT BACCHIDES, WHO, WHEN HE WAS COME INTO JUDEA, WROTE TO ALL HIS FRIENDS, BOTH JEWS AND AUXILIARIES, THAT THEY SHOULD SEIZE UPON JONATHAN, AND BRING HIM TO HIM; AND WHEN, UPON ALL THEIR ENDEAVORS, THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO SEIZE UPON JONATHAN, FOR HE WAS SENSIBLE OF THE SNARES THEY LAID FOR HIM, AND VERY CAREFULLY GUARDED AGAINST THEM, BACCHIDES WAS ANGRY AT THESE DESERTERS, AS HAVING IMPOSED UPON HIM, AND UPON THE KING, AND SLEW FIFTY OF THEIR LEADERS: WHEREUPON JONATHAN, WITH HIS BROTHER, AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, RETIRED TO BETHAGLA, A VILLAGE THAT LAY IN THE WILDERNESS, OUT OF HIS FEAR OF BACCHIDES. HE ALSO BUILT TOWERS IN IT, AND ENCOMPASSED IT WITH WALLS, AND TOOK CARE THAT IT SHOULD BE SAFELY GUARDED. UPON THE HEARING OF WHICH BACCHIDES LED HIS OWN ARMY ALONG WITH HIM, AND BESIDES TOOK HIS JEWISH AUXILIARIES, AND CAME AGAINST JONATHAN, AND MADE AN ASSAULT UPON HIS FORTIFICATIONS, AND BESIEGED HIM MANY DAYS; BUT JONATHAN DID NOT ABATE OF HIS COURAGE AT THE ZEAL BACCHIDES USED IN THE SIEGE, BUT COURAGEOUSLY OPPOSED HIM. AND WHILE HE LEFT HIS BROTHER SIMON IN THE CITY TO FIGHT WITH BACCHIDES, HE WENT PRIVATELY OUT HIMSELF INTO THE COUNTRY, AND GOT A GREAT BODY OF MEN TOGETHER OF HIS OWN PARTY, AND FELL UPON BACCHIDES'S CAMP IN THE NIGHT TIME, AND DESTROYED A GREAT MANY OF THEM. HIS BROTHER SIMON KNEW ALSO OF THIS HIS FALLING UPON THEM, BECAUSE HE PERCEIVED THAT THE ENEMIES WERE SLAIN BY HIM; SO, HE SALLIED OUT UPON THEM, AND BURNT THE ENGINES WHICH THE MACEDONIANS USED, AND MADE A GREAT SLAUGHTER OF THEM. AND WHEN BACCHIDES SAW HIMSELF ENCOMPASSED WITH ENEMIES, AND SOME OF THEM BEFORE AND SOME BEHIND HIM, HE FELL INTO DESPAIR AND TROUBLE OF MIND, AS CONFOUNDED AT THE UNEXPECTED ILL SUCCESS OF THIS SIEGE. HOWEVER, HE VENTED HIS DISPLEASURE AT THESE MISFORTUNES UPON THOSE DESERTERS WHO SENT FOR HIM FROM THE KING, AS HAVING DELUDED HIM. SO, HE HAD A MIND TO FINISH THIS SIEGE AFTER A DECENT MANNER, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE FOR HIM SO TO DO, AND THEN TO RETURN HOME. 
6. WHEN JONATHAN UNDERSTOOD THESE HIS INTENTIONS, HE SENT AMBASSADORS TO HIM ABOUT A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE, AND THAT THEY MIGHT RESTORE THOSE THEY HAD TAKEN CAPTIVE ON BOTH SIDES. SO BACCHIDES THOUGHT THIS A PRETTY DECENT WAY OF RETIRING HOME, AND MADE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH JONATHAN, WHEN THEY SWORE THAT THEY WOULD NOT ANY MORE MAKE WAR ONE AGAINST ANOTHER. ACCORDINGLY, HE RESTORED THE CAPTIVES, AND TOOK HIS OWN MEN WITH HIM, AND RETURNED TO THE KING AT ANTIOCH; AND AFTER THIS HIS DEPARTURE, HE NEVER CAME INTO JUDEA AGAIN. THEN DID JONATHAN TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY OF THIS QUIET STATE OF THINGS, AND WENT AND LIVED IN THE CITY MICHMASH; AND THERE GOVERNED THE MULTITUDE, AND PUNISHED THE WICKED AND UNGODLY, AND BY THAT MEANS PURGED THE NATION OF THEM.
CHAPTER 2. HOW ALEXANDER [BALA] IN HIS WAR WITH DEMETRIUS, GRANTED JONATHAN MANY ADVANTAGES AND APPOINTED HIM TO BE HIGH PRIEST AND PERSUADED HIM TO ASSIST HIM ALTHOUGH DEMETRIUS PROMISED HIM GREATER ADVANTAGES ON THE OTHER SIDE. CONCERNING THE DEATH OF DEMETRIUS. 
1. NOW IN THE HUNDRED AND SIXTIETH YEAR, IT FELL OUT THAT ALEXANDER, THE SON OF ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, CAME UP INTO SYRIA, AND TOOK PTOLEMAIS THE SOLDIERS WITHIN HAVING BETRAYED IT TO HIM; FOR THEY WERE AT ENMITY WITH DEMETRIUS, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS INSOLENCE AND DIFFICULTY OF ACCESS; FOR HE SHUT HIMSELF UP IN A PALACE OF HIS THAT HAD FOUR TOWERS WHICH HE HAD BUILT HIMSELF, NOT FAR FROM ANTIOCH AND ADMITTED NOBODY. HE WAS WITHAL SLOTHFUL AND NEGLIGENT ABOUT THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS, WHEREBY THE HATRED OF HIS SUBJECTS WAS THE MORE KINDLED AGAINST HIM, AS WE HAVE ELSEWHERE ALREADY RELATED. WHEN THEREFORE DEMETRIUS HEARD THAT ALEXANDER WAS IN PTOLEMAIS, HE TOOK HIS WHOLE ARMY, AND LED IT AGAINST HIM; HE ALSO SENT AMBASSADORS TO JONATHAN ABOUT A LEAGUE OF MUTUAL ASSISTANCE AND FRIENDSHIP, FOR HE RESOLVED TO BE BEFOREHAND WITH ALEXANDER, LEST THE OTHER SHOULD TREAT WITH HIM FIRST, AND GAIN ASSISTANCE FROM HIM; AND THIS HE DID OUT OF THE FEAR HE HAD LEST JONATHAN SHOULD REMEMBER HOW ILL DEMETRIUS HAD FORMERLY TREATED HIM, AND SHOULD JOIN WITH HIM IN THIS WAR AGAINST HIM. HE THEREFORE GAVE ORDERS THAT JONATHAN SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO RAISE AN ARMY, AND SHOULD GET ARMOR MADE, AND SHOULD RECEIVE BACK THOSE HOSTAGES OF THE JEWISH NATION WHOM BACCHIDES HAD SHUT UP IN THE CITADEL OF JERUSALEM. WHEN THIS GOOD FORTUNE HAD BEFALLEN JONATHAN, BY THE CONCESSION OF DEMETRIUS, HE CAME TO JERUSALEM, AND READ THE KING'S LETTER IN THE AUDIENCE OF THE PEOPLE, AND OF THOSE THAT KEPT THE CITADEL. WHEN THESE WERE READ, THESE WICKED MEN AND DESERTERS, WHO WERE IN THE CITADEL, WERE GREATLY AFRAID, UPON THE KING'S PERMISSION TO JONATHAN TO RAISE AN ARMY, AND TO RECEIVE BACK THE HOSTAGES. SO, HE DELIVERED EVERY ONE OF THEM TO HIS OWN PARENTS. AND THUS, DID JONATHAN MAKE HIS ABODE AT JERUSALEM, RENEWING THE CITY TO A BETTER STATE, AND REFORMING THE BUILDINGS AS HE PLEASED; FOR HE GAVE ORDERS THAT THE WALLS OF THE CITY SHOULD BE REBUILT WITH SQUARE STONES, THAT IT MIGHT BE MORE SECURE FROM THEIR ENEMIES. AND WHEN THOSE THAT KEPT THE GARRISONS THAT WERE IN JUDEA SAW THIS, THEY ALL LEFT THEM, AND FLED TO ANTIOCH, EXCEPTING THOSE THAT WERE IN THE CITY BETHSURA, AND THOSE THAT WERE IN THE CITADEL OF JERUSALEM, FOR THE GREATER PART OF THESE WAS OF THE WICKED JEWS AND DESERTERS, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT, THESE DID NOT DELIVER UP THEIR GARRISONS. 
2. WHEN ALEXANDER KNEW WHAT PROMISES DEMETRIUS HAD MADE JONATHAN, AND WITHAL KNEW HIS COURAGE, AND WHAT GREAT THINGS HE HAD DONE WHEN HE FOUGHT THE MACEDONIANS, AND BESIDES WHAT HARDSHIPS HE HAD UNDERGONE BY THE MEANS OF DEMETRIUS, AND OF BACCHIDES, THE GENERAL OF DEMETRIUS'S ARMY, HE TOLD HIS FRIENDS THAT HE COULD NOT AT PRESENT FIND ANY ONE ELSE THAT MIGHT AFFORD HIM BETTER ASSISTANCE THAN JONATHAN, WHO WAS BOTH COURAGEOUS AGAINST HIS ENEMIES, AND HAD A PARTICULAR HATRED AGAINST DEMETRIUS, AS HAVING BOTH SUFFERED MANY HARD THINGS FROM HIM, AND ACTED MANY HARD THINGS AGAINST HIM. IF THEREFORE THEY WERE OF OPINION THAT THEY SHOULD MAKE HIM THEIR FRIEND AGAINST DEMETRIUS, IT WAS MORE FOR THEIR ADVANTAGE TO INVITE HIM TO ASSIST THEM NOW THAN AT ANOTHER TIME. IT BEING THEREFORE DETERMINED BY HIM AND HIS FRIENDS TO SEND TO JONATHAN, HE WROTE TO HIM THIS EPISTLE: "KING ALEXANDER TO HIS BROTHER JONATHAN, SENDETH GREETING. WE HAVE LONG AGO HEARD OF THY COURAGE AND THY FIDELITY, AND FOR THAT REASON HAVE SENT TO THEE, TO MAKE WITH THEE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE. WE THEREFORE DO ORDAIN THEE THIS DAY THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE JEWS, AND THAT THOU BEEST CALLED MY FRIEND. I HAVE ALSO SENT THEE, AS PRESENTS, A PURPLE ROBE AND A GOLDEN CROWN, AND DESIRE THAT, NOW THOU ART BY US HONORED, THOU WILT IN LIKE MANNER RESPECT US ALSO." 
3. WHEN JONATHAN HAD RECEIVED THIS LETTER, HE PUT ON THE PONTIFICAL ROBE AT THE TIME OF THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES, FOUR YEARS AFTER THE DEATH OF HIS BROTHER JUDAS, FOR AT THAT TIME NO HIGH PRIEST HAD BEEN MADE. SO, HE RAISED GREAT FORCES, AND HAD ABUNDANCE OF ARMOR GOT READY. THIS GREATLY GRIEVED DEMETRIUS WHEN HE HEARD OF IT, AND MADE HIM BLAME HIMSELF FOR HIS SLOWNESS, THAT HE HAD NOT PREVENTED ALEXANDER, AND GOT THE GOOD-WILL OF JONATHAN, BUT HAD GIVEN HIM TIME SO TO DO. HOWEVER, HE ALSO HIMSELF WROTE A LETTER TO JONATHAN, AND TO THE PEOPLE, THE CONTENTS WHEREOF ARE THESE: "KING DEMETRIUS TO JONATHAN, AND TO THE NATION OF THE JEWS, SENDETH GREETING. SINCE YOU HAVE PRESERVED YOUR FRIENDSHIP FOR US, AND WHEN YOU HAVE BEEN TEMPTED BY OUR ENEMIES, YOU HAVE NOT JOINED YOURSELVES TO THEM, I BOTH COMMEND YOU FOR THIS YOUR FIDELITY, AND EXHORT YOU TO CONTINUE IN THE SAME DISPOSITION, FOR WHICH YOU SHALL BE REPAID, AND RECEIVE REWARDS FROM US; FOR I WILL FREE YOU FROM THE GREATEST PART OF THE TRIBUTES AND TAXES WHICH YOU FORMERLY PAID TO THE KINGS MY PREDECESSORS, AND TO MYSELF; AND I DO NOW SET YOU FREE FROM THOSE TRIBUTES WHICH YOU HAVE EVER PAID; AND BESIDES, I FORGIVE YOU THE TAX UPON SALT, AND THE VALUE OF THE CROWNS WHICH YOU USED TO OFFER TO ME AND INSTEAD OF THE THIRD PART OF THE FRUITS [OF THE FIELD], AND THE HALF OF THE FRUITS OF THE TREES, I RELINQUISH MY PART OF THEM FROM THIS DAY: AND AS TO THE POLL-MONEY, WHICH OUGHT TO BE GIVEN ME FOR EVERY HEAD OF THE INHABITANTS OF JUDEA, AND OF THE THREE TOPARCHIES THAT ADJOIN TO JUDEA, SAMARIA, AND GALILEE, AND PERES, THAT I RELINQUISH TO YOU FOR THIS TIME, AND FOR ALL TIME TO COME. I WILL ALSO THAT THE CITY OF JERUSALEM BE HOLY AND INVIOLABLE, AND FREE FROM THE TITHE, AND FROM THE TAXES, UNTO ITS UTMOST BOUNDS. AND I SO FAR RECEDE FROM MY TITLE TO THE CITADEL, AS TO PERMIT JONATHAN YOUR HIGH PRIEST TO POSSESS IT, THAT HE MAY PLACE SUCH A GARRISON IN IT AS HE APPROVES OF FOR FIDELITY AND GOOD-WILL TO HIMSELF, THAT THEY MAY KEEP IT FOR US. I ALSO MAKE FREE ALL THOSE JEWS WHO HAVE BEEN MADE CAPTIVES AND SLAVES IN MY KINGDOM. I ALSO GIVE ORDER THAT THE BEASTS OF THE JEWS BE NOT PRESSED FOR OUR SERVICE; AND LET THEIR SABBATHS, AND ALL THEIR FESTIVALS, AND THREE DAYS BEFORE EACH OF THEM, BE FREE FROM ANY IMPOSITION. IN THE SAME MANNER, I SET FREE THE JEWS THAT ARE INHABITANTS OF MY KINGDOM, AND ORDER THAT NO INJURY BE DONE THEM. I ALSO GIVE LEAVE TO SUCH OF THEM AS ARE WILLING TO LIST THEMSELVES IN MY ARMY, THAT THEY MAY DO IT, AND THOSE AS FAR AS THIRTY THOUSAND; WHICH JEWISH SOLDIERS, WHERESOEVER THEY GO, SHALL HAVE THE SAME PAY THAT MY OWN ARMY HATH; AND SOME OF THEM I WILL PLACE IN MY GARRISONS, AND SOME AS GUARDS ABOUT MINE OWN BODY, AND AS RULERS OVER THOSE THAT ARE IN MY COURT. I GIVE THEM LEAVE ALSO TO USE THE LAWS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND TO OBSERVE THEM; AND I WILL THAT THEY HAVE POWER OVER THE THREE TOPARCHIES THAT ARE ADDED TO JUDEA; AND IT SHALL BE IN THE POWER OF THE HIGH PRIEST TO TAKE CARE THAT NO ONE JEW SHALL HAVE ANY OTHER TEMPLE FOR WORSHIP BUT ONLY THAT AT JERUSALEM. I BEQUEATH ALSO, OUT OF MY OWN REVENUES, YEARLY, FOR THE EXPENSES ABOUT THE SACRIFICES, ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND [DRACHMAE]; AND WHAT MONEY IS TO SPARE, I WILL THAT IT SHALL BE YOUR OWN. I ALSO RELEASE TO YOU THOSE TEN THOUSAND DRACHMAE WHICH THE KINGS RECEIVED FROM THE TEMPLE, BECAUSE THEY APPERTAIN TO THE PRIESTS THAT MINISTER IN THAT TEMPLE. AND WHOSOEVER SHALL FLY TO THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM, OR TO THE PLACES THERETO BELONGING, OR WHO OWE THE KING MONEY, OR ARE THERE ON ANY OTHER ACCOUNT, LET THEM BE SET FREE, AND LET THEIR GOODS BE IN SAFETY. I ALSO GIVE YOU LEAVE TO REPAIR AND REBUILD YOUR TEMPLE, AND THAT ALL BE DONE AT MY EXPENSES. I ALSO ALLOW YOU TO BUILD THE WALLS OF YOUR CITY, AND TO ERECT HIGH TOWERS, AND THAT THEY BE ERECTED AT MY CHARGE. AND IF THERE BE ANY FORTIFIED TOWN THAT WOULD BE CONVENIENT FOR THE JEWISH COUNTRY TO HAVE VERY STRONG, LET IT BE SO BUILT AT MY EXPENSES." 
4. THIS WAS WHAT DEMETRIUS PROMISED AND GRANTED TO THE JEWS BY THIS LETTER. BUT KING ALEXANDER RAISED A GREAT ARMY OF MERCENARY SOLDIERS, AND OF THOSE THAT DESERTED TO HIM OUT OF SYRIA, AND MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST DEMETRIUS. AND WHEN IT WAS COME TO A BATTLE, THE LEFT WING OF DEMETRIUS PUT THOSE WHO OPPOSED THEM TO FLIGHT, AND PURSUED THEM A GREAT WAY, AND SLEW MANY OF THEM, AND SPOILED THEIR CAMP; BUT THE RIGHT WING, WHERE DEMETRIUS HAPPENED TO BE, WAS BEATEN; AND AS FOR ALL THE REST, THEY RAN AWAY. BUT DEMETRIUS FOUGHT COURAGEOUSLY, AND SLEW A GREAT MANY OF THE ENEMY; BUT AS HE WAS IN THE PURSUIT OF THE REST, HIS HORSE CARRIED HIM INTO A DEEP BOG, WHERE IT WAS HARD TO GET OUT, AND THERE IT HAPPENED, THAT UPON HIS HORSE'S FALLING DOWN, HE COULD NOT ESCAPE BEING KILLED; FOR WHEN HIS ENEMIES SAW WHAT HAD BEFALLEN HIM, THEY RETURNED BACK, AND ENCOMPASSED DEMETRIUS ROUND, AND THEY ALL THREW THEIR DARTS AT HIM; BUT HE, BEING NOW ON FOOT, FOUGHT BRAVELY. BUT AT LENGTH HE RECEIVED SO MANY WOUNDS, THAT HE WAS NOT ABLE TO BEAR UP ANY LONGER, BUT FELL. AND THIS IS THE END THAT DEMETRIUS CAME TO, WHEN HE HAD REIGNED ELEVEN YEARS, AS WE HAVE ELSEWHERE RELATED.
CHAPTER 3. THE FRIENDSHIP THAT WAS BETWEEN ONIAS AND PTOLEMY PHILOMETOR; AND HOW ONIAS BUILT A TEMPLE IN EGYPT LIKE TO THAT AT JERUSALEM. 
1. BUT THEN THE SON OF ONIAS THE HIGH PRIEST, WHO WAS OF THE SAME NAME WITH HIS FATHER, AND WHO FLED TO KING PTOLEMY, WHO WAS CALLED PHILOMETOR, LIVED NOW AT ALEXANDRIA, AS WE HAVE SAID ALREADY. WHEN THIS ONIAS SAW THAT JUDEA WAS OPPRESSED BY THE MACEDONIANS AND THEIR KINGS, OUT OF A DESIRE TO PURCHASE TO HIMSELF A MEMORIAL AND ETERNAL FAME HE RESOLVED TO SEND TO KING PTOLEMY AND QUEEN CLEOPATRA, TO ASK LEAVE OF THEM THAT HE MIGHT BUILD A TEMPLE IN EGYPT LIKE TO THAT AT JERUSALEM, AND MIGHT ORDAIN LEVITES AND PRIESTS OUT OF THEIR OWN STOCK. THE CHIEF REASON WHY HE WAS DESIROUS SO TO DO, WAS, THAT HE RELIED UPON THE PROPHET ISAIAH, WHO LIVED ABOVE SIX HUNDRED YEARS BEFORE, AND FORETOLD THAT THERE CERTAINLY WAS TO BE A TEMPLE BUILT TO ALMIGHTY GOD IN EGYPT BY A MAN THAT WAS A JEW. ONIAS WAS ELEVATED WITH THIS PREDICTION, AND WROTE THE FOLLOWING EPISTLE TO PTOLEMY AND CLEOPATRA: "HAVING DONE MANY AND GREAT THINGS FOR YOU IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE WAR, BY THE ASSISTANCE OF GOD, AND THAT IN CELESYRIA AND PHOENICIA, I CAME AT LENGTH WITH THE JEWS TO LEONTOPOLIS, AND TO OTHER PLACES OF YOUR NATION, WHERE I FOUND THAT THE GREATEST PART OF YOUR PEOPLE HAD TEMPLES IN AN IMPROPER MANNER, AND THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT THEY BARE ILL-WILL ONE AGAINST ANOTHER, WHICH HAPPENS TO THE EGYPTIANS BY REASON OF THE MULTITUDE OF THEIR TEMPLES, AND THE DIFFERENCE OF OPINIONS ABOUT DIVINE WORSHIP. NOW I FOUND A VERY FIT PLACE IN A CASTLE THAT HATH ITS NAME FROM THE COUNTRY DIANA; THIS PLACE IS FULL OF MATERIALS OF SEVERAL SORTS, AND REPLENISHED WITH SACRED ANIMALS; I DESIRE THEREFORE THAT YOU WILL GRANT ME LEAVE TO PURGE THIS HOLY PLACE, WHICH BELONGS TO NO MASTER, AND IS FALLEN DOWN, AND TO BUILD THERE A TEMPLE TO ALMIGHTY GOD, AFTER THE PATTERN OF THAT IN JERUSALEM, AND OF THE SAME DIMENSIONS, THAT MAY BE FOR THE BENEFIT OF THYSELF, AND THY WIFE AND CHILDREN, THAT THOSE JEWS WHICH DWELL IN EGYPT MAY HAVE A PLACE WHITHER THEY MAY COME AND MEET TOGETHER IN MUTUAL HARMONY ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND HE SUBSERVIENT TO THY ADVANTAGES; FOR THE PROPHET ISAIAH FORETOLD THAT "THERE SHOULD BE AN ALTAR IN EGYPT TO THE LORD GOD; AND MANY OTHER SUCH THINGS DID HE PROPHESY RELATING TO THAT PLACE." 
2. AND THIS WAS WHAT ONIAS WROTE TO KING PTOLEMY. NOW ANY ONE MAY OBSERVE HIS PIETY, AND THAT OF HIS SISTER AND WIFE CLEOPATRA, BY THAT EPISTLE WHICH THEY WROTE IN ANSWER TO IT; FOR THEY LAID THE BLAME AND THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE LAW UPON THE HEAD OF ONIAS. AND THIS WAS THEIR REPLY: "KING PTOLEMY AND QUEEN CLEOPATRA TO ONIAS, SEND GREETING. WE HAVE READ THY PETITION, WHEREIN THOU DESIREST LEAVE TO BE GIVEN THEE TO PURGE THAT TEMPLE WHICH IS FALLEN DOWN AT LEONTOPOLIS, IN THE NOMUS OF HELIOPOLIS, AND WHICH IS NAMED FROM THE COUNTRY BUBASTIS; ON WHICH ACCOUNT WE CANNOT BUT WONDER THAT IT SHOULD BE PLEASING TO GOD TO HAVE A TEMPLE ERECTED IN A PLACE SO UNCLEAN, AND SO FULL OF SACRED ANIMALS. BUT SINCE THOU SAYEST THAT ISAIAH THE PROPHET FORETOLD THIS LONG AGO, WE GIVE THEE LEAVE TO DO IT, IF IT MAY BE DONE ACCORDING TO YOUR LAW, AND SO THAT WE MAY NOT APPEAR TO HAVE AT ALL OFFENDED GOD HEREIN." 
3. SO ONIAS TOOK THE PLACE, AND BUILT A TEMPLE, AND AN ALTAR TO GOD, LIKE INDEED TO THAT IN JERUSALEM, BUT SMALLER AND POORER. I DO NOT THINK IT PROPER FOR ME NOW TO DESCRIBE ITS DIMENSIONS OR ITS VESSELS, WHICH HAVE BEEN ALREADY DESCRIBED IN MY SEVENTH BOOK OF THE WARS OF THE JEWS. HOWEVER, ONIAS FOUND OTHER JEWS LIKE TO HIMSELF, TOGETHER WITH PRIESTS AND LEVITES, THAT THERE PERFORMED DIVINE SERVICE. BUT WE HAVE SAID ENOUGH ABOUT THIS TEMPLE. 
4. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT THE ALEXANDRIAN JEWS, AND THOSE SAMARITANS WHO PAID THEIR WORSHIP TO THE TEMPLE THAT WAS BUILT IN THE DAYS OF ALEXANDER AT MOUNT GERIZZIM, DID NOW MAKE A SEDITION ONE AGAINST ANOTHER, AND DISPUTED ABOUT THEIR TEMPLES BEFORE PTOLEMY HIMSELF; THE JEWS SAYING THAT, ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF MOSES, THE TEMPLE WAS TO BE BUILT AT JERUSALEM; AND THE SAMARITANS SAYING THAT IT WAS TO BE BUILT AT GERIZZIM. THEY DESIRED THEREFORE THE KING TO SIT WITH HIS FRIENDS, AND HEAR THE DEBATES ABOUT THESE MATTERS, AND PUNISH THOSE WITH DEATH WHO WERE BAFFLED. NOW SABBEUS AND THEODOSIUS MANAGED THE ARGUMENT FOR THE SAMARITANS, AND ANDRONICUS, THE SON OF MESSALAMUS, FOR THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM; AND THEY TOOK AN OATH BY GOD AND THE KING TO MAKE THEIR DEMONSTRATIONS ACCORDING TO THE LAW; AND THEY DESIRED OF PTOLEMY, THAT WHOMSOEVER HE SHOULD FIND THAT TRANSGRESSED WHAT THEY HAD SWORN TO, HE WOULD PUT HIM TO DEATH. ACCORDINGLY, THE KING TOOK SEVERAL OF HIS FRIENDS INTO THE COUNCIL, AND SAT DOWN, IN ORDER TO HEAR WHAT THE PLEADERS SAID. NOW THE JEWS THAT WERE AT ALEXANDRIA WERE IN GREAT CONCERN FOR THOSE MEN, WHOSE LOT IT WAS TO CONTEND FOR THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM; FOR THEY TOOK IT VERY ILL THAT ANY SHOULD TAKE AWAY THE REPUTATION OF THAT TEMPLE, WHICH WAS SO ANCIENT AND SO CELEBRATED ALL OVER THE HABITABLE EARTH. NOW WHEN SABBEUS AND TITEODOSIUS HAD GIVEN LEAVE TO ANDRONICUS TO SPEAK FIRST, HE BEGAN TO DEMONSTRATE OUT OF THE LAW, AND OUT OF THE SUCCESSIONS OF THE HIGH PRIESTS, HOW THEY EVERY ONE IN SUCCESSION FROM HIS FATHER HAD RECEIVED THAT DIGNITY, AND RULED OVER THE TEMPLE; AND HOW ALL THE KINGS OF ASIA HAD HONORED THAT TEMPLE WITH THEIR DONATIONS, AND WITH THE MOST SPLENDID GIFTS DEDICATED THERETO. BUT AS FOR THAT AT GERIZZM, HE MADE NO ACCOUNT OF IT, AND REGARDED IT AS IF IT HAD NEVER HAD A BEING. BY THIS SPEECH, AND OTHER ARGUMENTS, ANDRONICUS PERSUADED THE KING TO DETERMINE THAT THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM WAS BUILT ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF MOSES, AND TO PUT SABBEUS AND THEODOSIUS TO DEATH. AND THESE WERE THE EVENTS THAT BEFELL THE JEWS AT ALEXANDRIA IN THE DAYS OF PTOLEMY PHILOMETOR. 
CHAPTER 7. HOW ALEXANDER HONORED JONATHAN AFTER AN EXTRAORDINARY MANNER; AND HOW DEMETRIUS, THE SON OF DEMETRIUS, OVERCAME ALEXANDER AND MADE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH JONATHAN. 
1. DEMETRIUS BEING THUS SLAIN IN BATTLE, AS WE HAVE ABOVE RELATED, ALEXANDER TOOK THE KINGDOM OF SYRIA; AND WROTE TO PTOLEMY PHILOMETOR, AND DESIRED HIS DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE; AND SAID IT WAS BUT JUST THAT HE SHOULD BE JOINED AN AFFINITY TO ONE THAT HAD NOW RECEIVED THE PRINCIPALITY OF HIS FOREFATHERS, AND HAD BEEN PROMOTED TO IT BY GOD'S PROVIDENCE, AND HAD CONQUERED DEMETRIUS, AND THAT WAS ON OTHER ACCOUNTS NOT UNWORTHY OF BEING RELATED TO HIM. PTOLEMY RECEIVED THIS PROPOSAL OF MARRIAGE GLADLY; AND WROTE HIM AN ANSWER, SALUTING HIM ON ACCOUNT OF HIS HAVING RECEIVED THE PRINCIPALITY OF HIS FOREFATHERS; AND PROMISING HIM THAT HE WOULD GIVE HIM HIS DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE; AND ASSURED HIM THAT HE WAS COMING TO MEET HIM AT PTOLEMAIS, AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD THERE MEET HIM, FOR THAT HE WOULD ACCOMPANY HER FROM EGYPT SO FAR, AND WOULD THERE MARRY HIS CHILD TO HIM. WHEN PTOLEMY HAD WRITTEN THUS, HE CAME SUDDENLY TO PTOLEMAIS, AND BROUGHT HIS DAUGHTER CLEOPATRA ALONG WITH HIM; AND AS HE FOUND ALEXANDER THERE BEFORE HIM, AS HE DESIRED HIM TO COME, HE GAVE HIM HIS CHILD IN MARRIAGE, AND FOR HER PORTION GAVE HER AS MUCH SILVER AND GOLD AS BECAME SUCH A KING TO GIVE. 
2. WHEN THE WEDDING WAS OVER, ALEXANDER WROTE TO JONATHAN THE HIGH PRIEST, AND DESIRED HIM TO COME TO PTOLEMAIS. SO, WHEN HE CAME TO THESE KINGS, AND HAD MADE THEM MAGNIFICENT PRESENTS, HE WAS HONORED BY THEM BOTH. ALEXANDER COMPELLED HIM ALSO TO PUT OFF HIS OWN GARMENT, AND TO TAKE A PURPLE GARMENT, AND MADE HIM SIT WITH HIM IN HIS THRONE; AND COMMANDED HIS CAPTAINS THAT THEY SHOULD GO WITH HIM INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE CITY, AND PROCLAIM, THAT IT WAS NOT PERMITTED TO ANY ONE TO SPEAK AGAINST HIM, OR TO GIVE HIM ANY DISTURBANCE. AND WHEN THE CAPTAINS HAD THUS DONE, THOSE THAT WERE PREPARED TO ACCUSE JONATHAN, AND WHO BORE HIM ILL-WILL, WHEN THEY SAW THE HONOR THAT WAS DONE HIM BY PROCLAMATION, AND THAT BY THE KING'S ORDER, RAN AWAY, AND WERE AFRAID LEST SOME MISCHIEF SHOULD BEFALL THEM. NAY, KING ALEXANDER WAS SO VERY KIND TO JONATHAN, THAT HE SET HIM DOWN AS THE PRINCIPAL OF HIS FRIENDS. 
3. BUT THEN, UPON THE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIFTH YEAR, DEMETRIUS, THE SON OF DEMETRIUS, CAME FROM CRETE WITH A GREAT NUMBER OF MERCENARY SOLDIERS, WHICH LASTHENES, THE CRETIAN, BROUGHT HIM, AND SAILED TO CILICIA. THIS THING CAST ALEXANDER INTO GREAT CONCERN AND DISORDER WHEN HE HEARD IT; SO, HE MADE HASTE IMMEDIATELY OUT OF PHOENICIA, AND CAME TO ANTIOCH, THAT HE MIGHT PUT MATTERS IN A SAFE POSTURE THERE BEFORE DEMETRIUS SHOULD COME. HE ALSO LEFT APOLLONIUS DAUS GOVERNOR OF CELESYRIA, WHO COMING TO JAMNIA WITH A GREAT ARMY, SENT TO JONATHAN THE HIGH PRIEST, AND TOLD HIM THAT IT WAS NOT RIGHT THAT HE ALONE SHOULD LIVE AT REST, AND WITH AUTHORITY, AND NOT BE SUBJECT TO THE KING; THAT THIS THING HAD MADE HIM A REPROACH AMONG ALL MEN, THAT HE HAD NOT YET MADE HIM SUBJECT TO THE KING. "DO NOT THOU THEREFORE DECEIVE THYSELF, AND SIT STILL AMONG THE MOUNTAINS, AND PRETEND TO HAVE FORCES WITH THEE; BUT IF THOU HAST ANY DEPENDENCE ON THY STRENGTH, COME DOWN INTO THE PLAIN, AND LET OUR ARMIES BE COMPARED TOGETHER, AND THE EVENT OF THE BATTLE WILL DEMONSTRATE WHICH OF US IS THE MOST COURAGEOUS. HOWEVER, TAKE NOTICE, THAT THE MOST VALIANT MEN OF EVERY CITY ARE IN MY ARMY, AND THAT THESE ARE THE VERY MEN WHO HAVE ALWAYS BEATEN THY PROGENITORS; BUT LET US HAVE THE BATTLE IN SUCH A PLACE OF THE COUNTRY WHERE WE MAY FIGHT WITH WEAPONS, AND NOT WITH STONES, AND WHERE THERE MAY BE NO PLACE WHITHER THOSE THAT ARE BEATEN MAY FLY." 
4. WITH THIS JONATHAN WAS IRRITATED; AND CHOOSING HIMSELF OUT TEN THOUSAND OF HIS SOLDIERS, HE WENT OUT OF JERUSALEM IN HASTE, WITH HIS BROTHER SIMON, AND CAME TO JOPPA, AND PITCHED HIS CAMP ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE CITY, BECAUSE THE PEOPLE OF JOPPA HAD SHUT THEIR GATES AGAINST HIM, FOR THEY HAD A GARRISON IN THE CITY PUT THERE BY APOLLONIUS. BUT WHEN JONATHAN WAS PREPARING TO BESIEGE THEM, THEY WERE AFRAID HE WOULD TAKE THEM BY FORCE, AND SO THEY OPENED THE GATES TO HIM. BUT APOLLONIUS, WHEN HE HEARD THAT JOPPA WAS TAKEN BY JONATHAN, TOOK THREE THOUSAND HORSEMEN, AND EIGHT THOUSAND FOOTMEN AND CAME TO ASHDOD; AND REMOVING THENCE, HE MADE HIS JOURNEY SILENTLY AND SLOWLY, AND GOING UP TO JOPPA, HE MADE AS IF HE WAS RETIRING FROM THE PLACE, AND SO DREW JONATHAN INTO THE PLAIN, AS VALUING HIMSELF HIGHLY UPON HIS HORSEMEN, AND HAVING HIS HOPES OF VICTORY PRINCIPALLY IN THEM. HOWEVER, JONATHAN SALLIED OUT, AND PURSUED APOLLONIUS TO ASHDOD; BUT AS SOON AS APOLLONIUS PERCEIVED THAT HIS ENEMY WAS IN THE PLAIN, HE CAME BACK AND GAVE HIM BATTLE. BUT APOLLONIUS HAD LAID A THOUSAND HORSEMEN IN AMBUSH IN A VALLEY, THAT THEY MIGHT BE SEEN BY THEIR ENEMIES AS BEHIND THEM; WHICH WHEN JONATHAN PERCEIVED, HE WAS UNDER NO CONSTERNATION, BUT ORDERING HIS ARMY TO STAND IN A SQUARE BATTLE-ARRAY, HE GAVE THEM A CHARGE TO FALL ON THE ENEMY ON BOTH SIDES, AND SET THEM TO FACE THOSE THAT ATTACKED THEM BOTH BEFORE AND BEHIND; AND WHILE THE FIGHT LASTED TILL THE EVENING, HE GAVE PART OF HIS FORCES TO HIS BROTHER SIMON, AND ORDERED HIM TO ATTACK THE ENEMIES; BUT FOR HIMSELF, HE CHARGED THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM TO COVER THEMSELVES WITH THEIR ARMOR, AND RECEIVE THE DARTS OF THE HORSEMEN, WHO DID AS THEY WERE COMMANDED; SO THAT THE ENEMY'S HORSEMEN, WHILE THEY THREW THEIR DARTS TILL THEY HAD NO MORE LEFT, DID THEM NO HARM, FOR THE DARTS THAT WERE THROWN DID NOT ENTER INTO THEIR BODIES, BEING THROWN UPON THE SHIELDS THAT WERE UNITED AND CONJOINED TOGETHER, THE CLOSENESS OF WHICH EASILY OVERCAME THE FORCE OF THE DARTS, AND THEY FLEW ABOUT WITHOUT ANY EFFECT. BUT WHEN THE ENEMY GREW REMISS IN THROWING THEIR DARTS FROM MORNING TILL LATE AT NIGHT, SIMON PERCEIVED THEIR WEARINESS, AND FELL UPON THE BODY OF MEN BEFORE HIM; AND BECAUSE HIS SOLDIERS SHOWED GREAT ALACRITY, HE PUT THE ENEMY TO FLIGHT. AND WHEN THE HORSEMEN SAW THAT THE FOOTMEN RAN AWAY, NEITHER DID THEY STAY THEMSELVES, BUT THEY BEING VERY WEARY, BY THE DURATION OF THE FIGHT TILL THE EVENING, AND THEIR HOPE FROM THE FOOTMEN BEING QUITE GONE, THEY BASELY RAN AWAY, AND IN GREAT CONFUSION ALSO, TILL THEY WERE SEPARATED ONE FROM ANOTHER, AND SCATTERED OVER ALL THE PLAIN. UPON WHICH JONATHAN PURSUED THEM AS FAR AS ASHDOD, AND SLEW A GREAT MANY OF THEM, AND COMPELLED THE REST, IN DESPAIR OF ESCAPING, TO FLY TO THE TEMPLE OF DAGON, WHICH WAS AT ASHDOD; BUT JONATHAN TOOK THE CITY ON THE FIRST ONSET, AND BURNT IT, AND THE VILLAGES ABOUT IT; NOR DID HE ABSTAIN FROM THE TEMPLE OF DAGON ITSELF, BUT BURNT IT ALSO, AND DESTROYED THOSE THAT HAD FLED TO IT. NOW THE ENTIRE MULTITUDE OF THE ENEMIES THAT FELL IN THE BATTLE, AND WERE CONSUMED IN THE TEMPLE, WERE EIGHT THOUSAND. WHEN JONATHAN THEREFORE HAD OVERCOME SO GREAT AN ARMY, HE REMOVED FROM ASHDOD, AND CAME TO ASKELON; AND WHEN HE HAD PITCHED HIS CAMP WITHOUT THE CITY, THE PEOPLE OF ASKELON CAME OUT AND MET HIM, BRINGING HIM HOSPITABLE PRESENTS, AND HONORING HIM; SO HE ACCEPTED OF THEIR KIND INTENTIONS, AND RETURNED THENCE TO JERUSALEM WITH A GREAT DEAL OF PREY, WHICH HE BROUGHT THENCE WHEN HE CONQUERED HIS ENEMIES. BUT WHEN ALEXANDER HEARD THAT APOLLONIUS, THE GENERAL OF HIS ARMY, WAS BEATEN, HE PRETENDED TO BE GLAD OF IT, BECAUSE HE HAD FOUGHT WITH JONATHAN HIS FRIEND AND ALLY AGAINST HIS DIRECTIONS. ACCORDINGLY, HE SENT TO JONATHAN, AND GAVE TESTIMONY TO HIS WORTH; AND GAVE HIM HONORARY REWARDS, AS A GOLDEN BUTTON, WHICH IT IS THE CUSTOM TO GIVE THE KING'S KINSMEN, AND ALLOWED HIM EKRON AND ITS TOPARCHY FOR HIS OWN INHERITANCE. 
5. ABOUT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT KING PTOLEMY, WHO WAS CALLED PHILOMETOR, LED AN ARMY, PART BY THE SEA, AND PART BY LAND, AND CAME TO SYRIA, TO THE ASSISTANCE OF ALEXANDER, WHO WAS HIS SON-IN-LAW; AND ACCORDINGLY, ALL THE CITIES RECEIVED HIM WILLINGLY, AS ALEXANDER HAD COMMANDED THEM TO DO, AND CONDUCTED HIM AS FAR AS ASHDOD; WHERE THEY ALL MADE LOUD COMPLAINTS ABOUT THE TEMPLE OF DAGON, WHICH WAS BURNT, AND ACCUSED JONATHAN OF HAVING LAID IT WASTE, AND DESTROYED THE COUNTRY ADJOINING WITH FIRE, AND SLAIN A GREAT NUMBER OF THEM. PTOLEMY HEARD THESE ACCUSATIONS, BUT SAID NOTHING. JONATHAN ALSO WENT TO MEET PTOLEMY AS FAR AS JOPPA, AND OBTAINED FROM HIM HOSPITABLE PRESENTS, AND THOSE GLORIOUS IN THEIR KINDS, WITH ALL THE MARKS OF HONOR; AND WHEN HE HAD CONDUCTED HIM AS FAR AS THE RIVER CALLED ELEUTHERUS, HE RETURNED AGAIN TO JERUSALEM. 
6. BUT AS PTOLEMY WAS AT PTOLEMAIS, HE WAS VERY NEAR TO A MOST UNEXPECTED DESTRUCTION; FOR A TREACHEROUS DESIGN WAS LAID FOR HIS LIFE BY ALEXANDER, BY THE MEANS OF AMMONIUS, WHO WAS HIS FRIEND; AND AS THE TREACHERY WAS VERY PLAIN, PTOLEMY WROTE TO ALEXANDER, AND REQUIRED OF HIM THAT HE SHOULD BRING AMMONIUS TO CONDIGN PUNISHMENT, INFORMING HIM WHAT SNARES HAD BEEN LAID FOR HIM BY AMMONIUS, AND DESIRING THAT HE MIGHT HE ACCORDINGLY PUNISHED FOR IT. BUT WHEN ALEXANDER DID NOT COMPLY WITH HIS DEMANDS, HE PERCEIVED THAT IT WAS HE HIMSELF WHO LAID THE DESIGN, AND WAS VERY ANGRY AT HIM. ALEXANDER HAD ALSO FORMERLY BEEN ON VERY ILL TERMS WITH THE PEOPLE OF ANTIOCH, FOR THEY HAD SUFFERED VERY MUCH BY HIS MEANS; YET DID AMMONIUS AT LENGTH UNDERGO THE PUNISHMENT HIS INSOLENT CRIMES HAD DESERVED, FOR HE WAS KILLED IN AN OPPROBRIOUS MANNER, LIKE A WOMAN, WHILE HE ENDEAVORED TO CONCEAL HIMSELF IN A FEMININE HABIT, AS WE HAVE ELSEWHERE RELATED. 
7. HEREUPON PTOLEMY BLAMED HIMSELF FOR HAVING GIVEN HIS DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO ALEXANDER, AND FOR THE LEAGUE HE HAD MADE WITH HIM TO ASSIST HIM AGAINST DEMETRIUS; SO HE DISSOLVED HIS RELATION TO HIM, AND TOOK HIS DAUGHTER AWAY FROM HIM, AND IMMEDIATELY SENT TO DEMETRIUS, AND OFFERED TO MAKE A LEAGUE OF MUTUAL ASSISTANCE AND FRIENDSHIP WITH HIM, AND AGREED WITH HIM TO GIVE HIM HIS DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE, AND TO RESTORE HIM TO THE PRINCIPALITY OF HIS FATHERS. DEMETRIUS WAS WELL PLEASED WITH THIS EMBASSAGE, AND ACCEPTED OF HIS ASSISTANCE, AND OF THE MARRIAGE OF HIS DAUGHTER. BUT PTOLEMY HAD STILL ONE MORE HARD TASK TO DO, AND THAT WAS TO PERSUADE THE PEOPLE OF ANTIOCH TO RECEIVE DEMETRIUS, BECAUSE THEY WERE GREATLY DISPLEASED AT HIM, ON ACCOUNT OF THE INJURIES HIS FATHER DEMETRIUS HAD DONE THEM; YET DID HE BRING THIS ABOUT; FOR AS THE PEOPLE OF ANTIOCH HATED ALEXANDER ON AMMONIUS'S ACCOUNT, AS WE HAVE SHOWN ALREADY, THEY WERE EASILY PREVAILED WITH TO CAST HIM OUT OF ANTIOCH; WHO, THUS EXPELLED OUT OF ANTIOCH, CAME INTO CILICIA. PTOLEMY CAME THEN TO ANTIOCH, AND WAS MADE KING BY ITS INHABITANTS, AND BY THE ARMY; SO THAT HE WAS FORCED TO PUT ON TWO DIADEMS, THE ONE OF ASIA, THE OTHER OF EGYPT: BUT BEING NATURALLY A GOOD AND A RIGHTEOUS MAN, AND NOT DESIROUS OF WHAT BELONGED TO OTHERS, AND BESIDES THESE DISPOSITIONS, BEING ALSO A WISE MAN IN REASONING ABOUT FUTURITIES, HE DETERMINED TO AVOID THE ENVY OF THE ROMANS; SO HE CALLED THE PEOPLE OF ANTIOCH TOGETHER TO AN ASSEMBLY, AND PERSUADED THEM TO RECEIVE DEMETRIUS; AND ASSURED THEM THAT HE WOULD NOT BE MINDFUL OF WHAT THEY DID TO HIS FATHER IN CASE HE SHOULD HE NOW OBLIGED BY THEM; AND HE UNDERTOOK THAT HE WOULD HIMSELF BE A GOOD MONITOR AND GOVERNOR TO HIM, AND PROMISED THAT HE WOULD NOT PERMIT HIM TO ATTEMPT ANY BAD ACTIONS; BUT THAT, FOR HIS OWN PART, HE WAS CONTENTED WITH THE KINGDOM OF EGYPT. BY WHICH DISCOURSE HE PERSUADED THE PEOPLE OF ANTIOCH TO RECEIVE DEMETRIUS. 
8. BUT NOW ALEXANDER MADE HASTE WITH A NUMEROUS AND GREAT ARMY, AND CAME OUT OF CILICIA INTO SYRIA, AND BURNT THE COUNTRY BELONGING TO ANTIOCH, AND PILLAGED IT; WHEREUPON PTOLEMY, AND HIS SON-IN-LAW DEMETRIUS, BROUGHT THEIR ARMY AGAINST HIM, (FOR HE HAD ALREADY GIVEN HIM HIS DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE,) AND BEAT ALEXANDER, AND PUT HIM TO FLIGHT; AND ACCORDINGLY, HE FLED INTO ARABIA. NOW IT HAPPENED IN THE TIME OF THE BATTLE THAT PTOLEMY' HORSE, UPON HEARING THE NOISE OF AN ELEPHANT, CAST HIM OFF HIS BACK, AND THREW HIM ON THE GROUND; UPON THE SIGHT OF WHICH ACCIDENT, HIS ENEMIES FELL UPON HIM, AND GAVE HIM MANY WOUNDS UPON HIS HEAD, AND BROUGHT HIM INTO DANGER OF DEATH; FOR WHEN HIS GUARDS CAUGHT HIM UP, HE WAS SO VERY ILL, THAT FOR FOUR DAYS' TIME HE WAS NOT ABLE EITHER TO UNDERSTAND OR TO SPEAK. HOWEVER, ZABDIEL, A PRINCE AMONG THE ARABIANS, CUT OFF ALEXANDER'S HEAD, AND SENT IT TO PTOLEMY, WHO RECOVERING OF HIS WOUNDS, AND RETURNING TO HIS UNDERSTANDING, ON THE FIFTH DAY, HEARD AT ONCE A MOST AGREEABLE HEARING, AND SAW A MOST AGREEABLE SIGHT, WHICH WERE THE DEATH AND THE HEAD OF ALEXANDER; YET A LITTLE AFTER THIS HIS JOY FOR THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER, WITH WHICH HE WAS SO GREATLY SATISFIED, HE ALSO DEPARTED THIS LIFE. NOW ALEXANDER, WHO WAS CALLED BALAS, REIGNED OVER ASIA FIVE YEARS, AS WE HAVE ELSEWHERE RELATED. 
9. BUT WHEN DEMETRIUS, WHO WAS STYLED NICATOR, HAD TAKEN THE KINGDOM, HE WAS SO WICKED AS TO TREAT PTOLEMY'S SOLDIERS VERY HARDLY, NEITHER REMEMBERING THE LEAGUE OF MUTUAL ASSISTANCE THAT WAS BETWEEN THEM, NOR THAT HE WAS HIS SON-IN-LAW AND KINSMAN, BY CLEOPATRA'S MARRIAGE TO HIM; SO, THE SOLDIERS FLED FROM HIS WICKED TREATMENT TO ALEXANDRIA; BUT DEMETRIUS KEPT HIS ELEPHANTS. BUT JONATHAN THE HIGH PRIEST LEVIED AN ARMY OUT OF ALL JUDEA, AND ATTACKED THE CITADEL AT JERUSALEM, AND BESIEGED IT. IT WAS HELD BY A GARRISON OF MACEDONIANS, AND BY SOME OF THOSE WICKED MEN WHO HAD DESERTED THE CUSTOMS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS. THESE MEN AT FIRST DESPISED THE ATTEMPTS OF JONATHAN FOR TAKING THE PLACE, AS DEPENDING ON ITS STRENGTH; BUT SOME OF THOSE WICKED MEN WENT OUT BY NIGHT, AND CAME TO DEMETRIUS, AND INFORMED HIM THAT THE CITADEL WAS BESIEGED; WHO WAS IRRITATED WITH WHAT HE HEARD, AND TOOK HIS ARMY, AND CAME FROM ANTIOCH, AGAINST JONATHAN. AND WHEN HE WAS AT ANTIOCH, HE WROTE TO HIM, AND COMMANDED HIM TO COME TO HIM QUICKLY TO PTOLEMAIS: UPON WHICH JONATHAN DID NOT INTERMIT THE SIEGE OF THE CITADEL, BUT TOOK WITH HIM THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE, AND THE PRIESTS, AND CARRIED WITH HIM GOLD, AND SILVER, AND GARMENTS, AND A GREAT NUMBER OF PRESENTS OF FRIENDSHIP, AND CAME TO DEMETRIUS, AND PRESENTED HIM WITH THEM, AND THEREBY PACIFIED THE KING'S ANGER. SO, HE WAS HONORED BY HIM, AND RECEIVED FROM HIM THE CONFIRMATION OF HIS HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AS HE HAD POSSESSED IT BY THE GRANTS OF THE KINGS HIS PREDECESSORS. AND WHEN THE JEWISH DESERTERS ACCUSED HIM, DEMETRIUS WAS SO FAR FROM GIVING CREDIT TO THEM, THAT WHEN HE PETITIONED HIM THAT HE WOULD DEMAND NO MORE THAN THREE HUNDRED TALENTS FOR THE TRIBUTE OF ALL JUDEA, AND THE THREE TOPARCHIES OF SAMARIA, AND PEREA, AND GALILEE, HE COMPLIED WITH THE PROPOSAL, AND GAVE HIM A LETTER CONFIRMING ALL THOSE GRANTS; WHOSE CONTENTS WERE AS FOLLOWS: "KING DEMETRIUS TO JONATHAN HIS BROTHER, AND TO THE NATION OF THE JEWS, SENDETH GREETING. WE HAVE SENT YOU A COPY OF THAT EPISTLE WHICH WE HAVE WRITTEN TO LASTHONES OUR KINSMAN, THAT YOU MAY KNOW ITS CONTENTS. "KING DEMETRUS TO LASTHENES OUR FATHER, SENDETH GREETING. I HAVE DETERMINED TO RETURN THANKS, AND TO SHOW FAVOR TO THE NATION OF THE JEWS, WHICH HATH OBSERVED THE RULES OF JUSTICE IN OUR CONCERNS. ACCORDINGLY, I REMIT TO THEM THE THREE PREFECTURES, APHERIMS, AND LYDDA, AND RAMATHA, WHICH HAVE BEEN ADDED TO JUDEA OUT OF SAMARIA, WITH THEIR APPURTENANCES; AS ALSO WHAT THE KINGS MY PREDECESSORS RECEIVED FROM THOSE THAT OFFERED SACRIFICES IN JERUSALEM, AND WHAT ARE DUE FROM THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH, AND OF THE TREES, AND WHAT ELSE BELONGS TO US; WITH THE SALT-PITS, AND THE CROWNS THAT USED TO BE PRESENTED TO US. NOR SHALL THEY BE COMPELLED TO PAY ANY OF THOSE TAXES FROM THIS TIME TO ALL FUTURITY. TAKE CARE THEREFORE THAT A COPY OF THIS EPISTLE BE TAKEN, AND GIVEN TO JONATHAN, AND BE SET UP IN AN EMINENT PLACE OF THEIR HOLY TEMPLE.'" AND THESE WERE THE CONTENTS OF THIS WRITING. AND NOW WHEN DEMETRIUS SAW THAT THERE WAS PEACE EVERY WHERE, AND THAT THERE WAS NO DANGER, NOR FEAR OF WAR, HE DISBANDED THE GREATEST PART OF HIS ARMY, AND DIMINISHED THEIR PAY, AND EVEN RETAINED IN PAY NO OTHERS THAN SUCH FOREIGNERS AS CAME UP WITH HIM FROM CRETE, AND FROM THE OTHER ISLANDS. HOWEVER, THIS PROCURED HIM ILL-WILL AND HATRED FROM THE SOLDIERS; ON WHOM HE BESTOWED NOTHING FROM THIS TIME, WHILE THE KINGS BEFORE HIM USED TO PAY THEM IN TIME OF PEACE AS THEY DID BEFORE, THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE THEIR GOOD-WILL, AND THAT THEY MIGHT BE VERY READY TO UNDERGO THE DIFFICULTIES OF WAR, IF ANY OCCASION SHOULD REQUIRE IT. 
CHAPTER 5. HOW TRYPHO AFTER HE HAD BEATEN DEMETRIUS DELIVERED THE KINGDOM TO ANTIOCHUS THE SON OF ALEXANDER, AND GAINED JONATHAN FOR HIS ASSISTANT; AND CONCERNING THE ACTIONS AND EMBASSIES OF JONATHAN. 
1. NOW THERE WAS A CERTAIN COMMANDER OF ALEXANDER'S FORCES, AN APANEMIAN BY BIRTH, WHOSE NAME WAS DIODOTUS, AND WAS ALSO CALLED TRYPHO, TOOK NOTICE THE ILL-WILL OF THE SOLDIERS BARE TO DEMETRIUS, AND WENT TO MALCHUS THE ARABIAN, WHO BROUGHT UP ANTIOCHUS, THE SON OF ALEXANDER, AND TOLD HIM WHAT ILL-WILL THE ARMY BARE DEMETRIUS, AND PERSUADED HIM TO GIVE HIM ANTIOCHUS, BECAUSE HE WOULD MAKE HIM KING, AND RECOVER TO HIM THE KINGDOM OF HIS FATHER. MALCHUS AT THE FIRST OPPOSED HIM IN THIS ATTEMPT, BECAUSE HE COULD NOT BELIEVE HIM; BUT WHEN TRYPHO LAY HARD AT HIM FOR A LONG TIME, HE OVER-PERSUADED HIM TO COMPLY WITH TRYPHO'S INTENTIONS AND ENTREATIES. AND THIS WAS THE STATE TRYPHO WAS NOW IN. 
2. BUT JONATHAN THE HIGH PRIEST, BEING DESIROUS TO GET CLEAR OF THOSE THAT WERE IN THE CITADEL OF JERUSALEM, AND OF THE JEWISH DESERTERS, AND WICKED MEN, AS WELL AS OF THOSE IN ALL THE GARRISONS IN THE COUNTRY, SENT PRESENTS AND AMBASSADORS TO DEMETRIUS, AND ENTREATED HIM TO TAKE AWAY HIS SOLDIERS OUT OF THE STRONG HOLDS OF JUDEA. DEMETRIUS MADE ANSWER, THAT AFTER THE WAR, WHICH HE WAS NOW DEEPLY ENGAGED IN, WAS OVER, HE WOULD NOT ONLY GRANT HIM THAT, BUT GREATER THINGS THAN THAT ALSO; AND HE DESIRED HE WOULD SEND HIM SOME ASSISTANCE, AND INFORMED HIM THAT HIS ARMY HAD DESERTED HIM. SO, JONATHAN CHOSE OUT THREE THOUSAND OF HIS SOLDIERS, AND SENT THEM TO DEMETRIUS. 
3. NOW THE PEOPLE OF ANTIOCH HATED DEMETRIUS, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT MISCHIEF HE HAD HIMSELF DONE THEM, AND BECAUSE THEY WERE HIS ENEMIES ALSO ON ACCOUNT OF HIS FATHER DEMETRIUS, WHO HAD GREATLY ABUSED THEM; SO THEY WATCHED SOME OPPORTUNITY WHICH THEY MIGHT LAY HOLD ON TO FALL UPON HIM. AND WHEN THEY WERE INFORMED OF THE ASSISTANCE THAT WAS COMING TO DEMETRIUS FROM JONATHAN, AND CONSIDERED AT THE SAME TIME THAT HE WOULD RAISE A NUMEROUS ARMY, UNLESS THEY PREVENTED HIM, AND SEIZED UPON HIM, THEY TOOK THEIR WEAPONS IMMEDIATELY, AND ENCOMPASSED HIS PALACE IN THE WAY OF A SIEGE, AND SEIZING UPON ALL THE WAYS OF GETTING OUT, THEY SOUGHT TO SUBDUE THEIR KING. AND WHEN HE SAW THAT THE PEOPLE OF ANTIOCH WERE BECOME HIS BITTER ENEMIES AND THAT THEY WERE THUS IN ARMS, HE TOOK THE MERCENARY SOLDIERS WHICH HE HAD WITH THEM, AND THOSE JEWS WHO WERE SENT BY JONATHAN, AND ASSAULTED THE ANTIOCHIANS; BUT HE WAS OVERPOWERED BY THEM, FOR THEY WERE MANY TEN-THOUSANDS, AND WAS BEATEN. BUT WHEN THE JEWS SAW THAT THE ANTIOCHIANS WERE SUPERIOR, THEY WENT UP TO THE TOP OF THE PALACE, AND SHOT AT THEM FROM THENCE; AND BECAUSE THEY WERE SO REMOTE FROM THEM BY THEIR HEIGHT, THAT THEY SUFFERED NOTHING ON THEIR SIDE, BUT DID GREAT EXECUTION ON THE OTHERS, AS FIGHTING FROM SUCH AN ELEVATION, THEY DROVE THEM OUT OF THE ADJOINING HOUSES, AND IMMEDIATELY SET THEM ON FIRE, WHEREUPON THE FLAME SPREAD ITSELF OVER THE WHOLE CITY, AND BURNT IT ALL DOWN. THIS HAPPENED BY REASON OF THE CLOSENESS OF THE HOUSES, AND BECAUSE THEY WERE GENERALLY BUILT OF WOOD. SO, THE ANTIOEHIANS, WHEN THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO HELP THEMSELVES, NOR TO STOP THE FIRE, WERE PUT TO FLIGHT. AND AS THE JEWS LEAPED FROM THE TOP OF ONE HOUSE TO THE TOP OF ANOTHER, AND PURSUED THEM AFTER THAT MANNER, IT THENCE HAPPENED THAT THE PURSUIT WAS SO VERY SURPRISING. BUT WHEN THE KING SAW THAT THE ANTIOCHIANS WERE WERE BUSY IN SAVING THEIR CHILDREN AND THEIR WIVES, AND SO DID NOT FIGHT ANY LONGER, HE FELL UPON THEM IN THE NARROW PASSAGES, AND FOUGHT THEM, AND SLEW A GREAT MANY OF THEM, TILL AT LAST THEY WERE FORCED TO THROW DOWN THEIR ARMS, AND TO DELIVER THEMSELVES UP TO DEMETRIUS. SO, HE FORGAVE THEM THIS THEIR INSOLENT BEHAVIOR, AND PUT AN END TO THE SEDITION; AND WHEN HE HAD GIVEN REWARDS TO THE JEWS OUT OF THE RICH SPOILS HE HAD GOTTEN, AND HAD RETURNED THEM THANKS, AS THE CAUSE OF HIS VICTORY, HE SENT THEM AWAY TO JERUSALEM TO JONATHAN, WITH AN AMPLE TESTIMONY OF THE ASSISTANCE THEY HAD AFFORDED HIM. YET DID HE PROVE AN ILL MAN TO JONATHAN AFTERWARD, AND BROKE THE PROMISES HE HAD MADE; AND HE THREATENED THAT HE WOULD MAKE WAR UPON HIM, UNLESS HE WOULD PAY ALL THAT TRIBUTE WHICH THE JEWISH NATION OWED TO THE FIRST KINGS [OF SYRIA]. AND THIS HE HAD DONE, IF TRYPHO HAD NOT HINDERED HIM, AND DIVERTED HIS PREPARATIONS AGAINST JONATHAN TO A CONCERN FOR HIS OWN PRESERVATION; FOR HE NOW RETURNED OUT OF ARABIA INTO SYRIA, WITH THE CHILD ANTIOCHUS, FOR HE WAS YET IN AGE BUT A YOUTH, AND PUT THE DIADEM ON HIS HEAD; AND AS THE WHOLE FORCES THAT HAD LEFT DEMETRIUS, BECAUSE THEY HAD NO PAY, CAME TO HIS ASSISTANCE, HE MADE WAR UPON DEMETRIUS, AND JOINING BATTLE WITH HIM, OVERCAME HIM IN THE FIGHT, AND TOOK FROM HIM BOTH HIS ELEPHANTS AND THE CITY ANTIOCH. 
4. DEMETRIUS, UPON THIS DEFEAT, RETIRED INTO CILICIA; BUT THE CHILD ANTIOCHUS SENT AMBASSADORS AND AN EPISTLE TO JONATHAN, AND MADE HIM HIS FRIEND AND CONFEDERATE, AND CONFIRMED TO HIM THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND YIELDED UP TO HIM THE FOUR PREFECTURES WHICH HAD BEEN ADDED TO JUDEA. MOREOVER, HE SENT HIM VESSELS AND CUPS OF GOLD, AND A PURPLE GARMENT, AND GAVE HIM LEAVE TO USE THEM. HE ALSO PRESENTED HIM WITH A GOLDEN BUTTON, AND STYLED HIM ONE OF HIS PRINCIPAL FRIENDS, AND APPOINTED HIS BROTHER SIMON TO BE THE GENERAL OVER THE FORCES, FROM THE LADDER OF TYRE UNTO EGYPT. SO JONATHAN WAS SO PLEASED WITH THESE GRANTS MADE HIM BY ANTIOCHUS, THAT HE SENT AMBASSADORS TO HIM AND TO TRYPHO, AND PROFESSED HIMSELF TO BE THEIR FRIEND AND CONFEDERATE, AND SAID HE WOULD JOIN WITH HIM IN A WAR AGAINST DEMETRIUS, INFORMING HIM THAT HE HAD MADE NO PROPER RETURNS FOR THE KINDNESS HE HAD DONE HIM; FOR THAT WHEN HE HAD RECEIVED MANY MARKS OF KINDNESS FROM HIM, WHEN HE STOOD IN GREAT NEED OF THEM, HE, FOR SUCH GOOD TURNS, HAD REQUITED HIM WITH FURTHER INJURIES. 
5. SO ANTIOCHUS GAVE JONATHAN LEAVE TO RAISE HIMSELF A NUMEROUS ARMY OUT OF SYRIA AND PHOENICIA AND TO MAKE WAR AGAINST DEMETRIUS'S GENERALS; WHEREUPON HE WENT IN HASTE TO THE SEVERAL CITIES WHICH RECEIVED HIM SPLENDIDLY INDEED, BUT PUT NO FORCES INTO HIS HANDS. AND WHEN HE WAS COME FROM THENCE TO ASKELON, THE INHABITANTS OF ASKELON CAME AND BROUGHT HIM PRESENTS, AND MET HIM IN A SPLENDID MANNER. HE EXHORTED THEM, AND EVERY ONE OF THE CITIES OF CELESYRIA, TO FORSAKE DEMETRIUS, AND TO JOIN WITH ANTIOCHUS; AND, IN ASSISTING HIM, TO ENDEAVOR TO PUNISH DEMETRIUS FOR WHAT OFFENSES HE HAD BEEN GUILTY OF AGAINST THEMSELVES; AND TOLD THEM THERE WERE MANY REASONS FOR THAT THEIR PROCEDURE, IF THEY HAD A MIND SO TO DO. AND WHEN HE HAD PERSUADED THOSE CITIES TO PROMISE THEIR ASSISTANCE TO ANTIOCHUS, HE CAME TO GAZA, IN ORDER TO INDUCE THEM ALSO TO BE FRIENDS TO ANTIOCHUS; BUT HE FOUND THE INHABITANTS OF GAZA MUCH MORE ALIENATED FROM HIM THAN HE EXPECTED, FOR THEY HAD SHUT THEIR GATES AGAINST HIM; AND ALTHOUGH THEY HAD DESERTED DEMETRIUS, THEY HAD NOT RESOLVED TO JOIN THEMSELVES TO ANTIOCHUS. THIS PROVOKED JONATHAN TO BESIEGE THEM, AND TO HARASS THEIR COUNTRY; FOR AS HE SET A PART OF HIS ARMY ROUND ABOUT GAZA ITSELF, SO WITH THE REST HE OVERRAN THEIR LAND, AND SPOILED IT, AND BURNT WHAT WAS IN IT. WHEN THE OF GAZA SAW THEMSELVES IN THIS STATE OF AFFLICTION, AND THAT NO ASSISTANCE CAME TO THEM FROM DEMETRIUS, THAT WHAT DISTRESSED THEM WAS AT HAND, BUT WHAT SHOULD PROFIT THEM WAS STILL AT A GREAT DISTANCE, AND IT WAS UNCERTAIN WHETHER IT WOULD COME AT ALL OR NOT, THEY THOUGHT IT WOULD HE PRUDENT CONDUCT TO LEAVE OFF ANY LONGER CONTINUANCE WITH THEM, AND TO CULTIVATE FRIENDSHIP WITH THE OTHER; SO THEY SENT TO JONATHAN, AND PROFESSED THEY WOULD BE HIS FRIENDS, AND AFFORD HIM ASSISTANCE: FOR SUCH IS THE TEMPER OF MEN, THAT BEFORE THEY HAVE HAD THE TRIAL OF GREAT AFFLICTIONS, THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT IS FOR THEIR ADVANTAGE; BUT WHEN THEY FIND THEMSELVES UNDER SUCH AFFLICTIONS, THEY THEN CHANGE THEIR MINDS, AND WHAT IT HAD BEEN BETTER FOR THEM TO HAVE DONE BEFORE THEY HAD BEEN AT ALL DAMAGED, THEY CHOOSE TO DO, BUT NOT TILL AFTER THEY HAVE SUFFERED SUCH DAMAGES. HOWEVER, HE MADE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH THEM, AND TOOK FROM THEM HOSTAGES FOR THEIR PERFORMANCE OF IT, AND SENT THESE HOSTAGES TO JERUSALEM, WHILE HE WENT HIMSELF OVER ALL THE COUNTRY, AS FAR AS DAMASCUS. 
6. BUT WHEN HE HEARD THAT THE GENERALS OF DEMETRIUS'S FORCES WERE COME TO THE CITY CADESH WITH A NUMEROUS ARMY, (THE PLACE LIES BETWEEN THE LAND OF THE TYRIANS AND GALILEE,)FOR THEY SUPPOSED THEY SHOULD HEREBY DRAW HIM OUT OF SYRIA, IN ORDER TO PRESERVE GALILEE, AND THAT HE WOULD NOT OVERLOOK THE GALILEANS, WHO WERE HIS OWN PEOPLE, WHEN WAR WAS MADE UPON THEM, HE WENT TO MEET THEM, HAVING LEFT SIMON IN JUDEA, WHO RAISED AS GREAT AN ARMY AS HE WAS ABLE OUT OF THE COUNTRY, AND THEN SAT DOWN BEFORE BETHSURA, AND BESIEGED IT, THAT BEING THE STRONGEST PLACE IN ALL JUDEA; AND A GARRISON OF DEMETRIUS'S KEPT IT, AS WE HAVE ALREADY RELATED. BUT AS SIMON WAS RAISING BANKS, AND BRINGING HIS ENGINES OF WAR AGAINST BETHSURA, AND WAS VERY EARNEST ABOUT THE SIEGE OF IT, THE GARRISON WAS AFRAID LEST THE PLACE SHOULD BE TAKEN OF SIMON BY FORCE, AND THEY PUT TO THE SWORD; SO THEY SENT TO SIMON, AND DESIRED THE SECURITY OF HIS OATH, THAT THEY SHOULD COME TO NO HARM FROM HIM, AND THAT THEY WOULD LEAVE THE PLACE, AND GO AWAY TO DEMETRIUS. ACCORDINGLY, HE GAVE THEM HIS OATH, AND EJECTED THEM OUT OF THE CITY, AND HE PUT THEREIN A GARRISON OF HIS OWN. 
7. BUT JONATHAN REMOVED OUT OF GALILEE, AND FROM THE WATERS WHICH ARE CALLED GENNESAR, FOR THERE HE WAS BEFORE ENCAMPED, AND CAME INTO THE PLAIN THAT IS CALLED ASOR, WITHOUT KNOWING THAT THE ENEMY WAS THERE. WHEN THEREFORE DEMETRIUS'S MEN KNEW A DAY BEFOREHAND THAT JONATHAN WAS COMING AGAINST THEM, THEY LAID AN AMBUSH IN THE MOUNTAIN, WHO WERE TO ASSAULT HIM ON THE SUDDEN, WHILE THEY THEMSELVES MET HIM WITH AN ARMY IN THE PLAIN; WHICH ARMY, WHEN JONATHAN SAW READY TO ENGAGE HIM, HE ALSO GOT READY HIS OWN SOLDIERS FOR THE BATTLE AS WELL AS HE WAS ABLE; BUT THOSE THAT WERE LAID IN AMBUSH BY DEMETRIUS'S GENERALS BEING BEHIND THEM, THE JEWS WERE AFRAID LEST THEY SHOULD BE CAUGHT IN THE MIDST BETWEEN TWO BODIES, AND PERISH; SO THEY RAN AWAY IN HASTE, AND INDEED ALL THE REST LEFT JONATHAN; BUT A FEW THERE WERE, IN NUMBER ABOUT FIFTY, WHO STAID WITH HIM, AND WITH THEM MATTATHIAS, THE SON OF ABSALOM, AND JUDAS, THE SON OF CHAPSEUS, WHO WERE COMMANDERS OF THE WHOLE ARMY. THESE MARCHED BOLDLY, AND LIKE MEN DESPERATE, AGAINST THE ENEMY, AND SO, PUSHED THEM, THAT BY THEIR COURAGE THEY DAUNTED THEM, AND WITH THEIR WEAPONS IN THEIR HANDS THEY PUT THEM TO FLIGHT. AND WHEN THOSE SOLDIERS OF JONATHAN THAT HAD RETIRED SAW THE ENEMY GIVING WAY, THEY GOT TOGETHER AFTER THEIR FLIGHT, AND PURSUED THEM WITH GREAT VIOLENCE; AND THIS DID THEY AS FAR AS CADESH, WHERE THE CAMP OF THE ENEMY LAY. 
8. JONATHAN HAVING THUS GOTTEN A GLORIOUS VICTORY, AND SLAIN TWO THOUSAND OF THE ENEMY, RETURNED TO JERUSALEM. SO, WHEN HE SAW THAT ALL HIS AFFAIRS PROSPERED ACCORDING TO HIS MIND, BY THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD, HE SENT AMBASSADORS TO THE ROMANS, BEING DESIROUS OF RENEWING THAT FRIENDSHIP WHICH THEIR NATION HAD WITH THEM FORMERLY. HE ENJOINED THE SAME AMBASSADORS, THAT, AS THEY CAME BACK, THEY SHOULD GO TO THE SPARTANS, AND PUT THEM IN MIND OF THEIR FRIENDSHIP AND KINDRED. SO, WHEN THE AMBASSADORS CAME TO ROME, THEY WENT INTO THEIR SENATE, AND SAID WHAT THEY WERE COMMANDED BY JONATHAN THE HIGH PRIEST TO SAY, HOW HE HAD SENT THEM TO CONFIRM THEIR FRIENDSHIP. THE SENATE THEN CONFIRMED WHAT HAD BEEN FORMERLY DECREED CONCERNING THEIR FRIENDSHIP WITH THE JEWS, AND GAVE THEM LETTERS TO CARRY TO ALL THE KINGS OF ASIA AND EUROPE, AND TO THE GOVERNORS OF THE CITIES, THAT THEY MIGHT SAFELY CONDUCT THEM TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY. ACCORDINGLY, AS THEY RETURNED, THEY CAME TO SPARTA, AND DELIVERED THE EPISTLE WHICH THEY HAD RECEIVED OF JONATHAN TO THEM; A COPY OF WHICH HERE FOLLOWS: "JONATHAN THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE JEWISH NATION, AND THE SENATE, AND BODY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS, TO THE EPHORI, AND SENATE, AND PEOPLE OF THE LACEDEMONIANS, SEND GREETING. IF YOU BE WELL, AND BOTH YOUR PUBLIC AND PRIVATE AFFAIRS BE AGREEABLE TO YOUR MIND, IT IS ACCORDING TO OUR WISHES. WE ARE WELL ALSO. WHEN IN FORMER TIMES AN EPISTLE WAS BROUGHT TO ONIAS, WHO WAS THEN OUR HIGH PRIEST, FROM AREUS, WHO AT THAT TIME WAS YOUR KING, BY DEMOTELES, CONCERNING THE KINDRED THAT WAS BETWEEN US AND YOU, A COPY OF WHICH IS HERE SUBJOINED, WE BOTH JOYFULLY RECEIVED THE EPISTLE, AND WERE WELL PLEASED WITH DEMOTELES AND AREUS, ALTHOUGH WE DID NOT NEED SUCH A DEMONSTRATION, BECAUSE WE WERE SATISFIED ABOUT IT FROM THE SACRED WRITINGS YET DID NOT WE THINK FIT FIRST TO BEGIN THE CLAIM OF THIS RELATION TO YOU, LEST WE SHOULD SEEM TOO EARLY IN TAKING TO OURSELVES THE GLORY WHICH IS NOW GIVEN US BY YOU. IT IS A LONG TIME SINCE THIS RELATION OF OURS TO YOU HATH BEEN RENEWED; AND WHEN WE, UPON HOLY AND FESTIVAL DAYS, OFFER SACRIFICES TO GOD, WE PRAY TO HIM FOR YOUR PRESERVATION AND VICTORY. AS TO OURSELVES, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE HAD MANY WARS THAT HAVE COMPASSED US AROUND, BY REASON OF THE COVETOUSNESS OF OUR NEIGHBORS, YET DID NOT WE DETERMINE TO BE TROUBLESOME EITHER TO YOU, OR TO OTHERS THAT WERE RELATED TO US; BUT SINCE WE HAVE NOW OVERCOME OUR ENEMIES, AND HAVE OCCASION TO SEND NUMENIUS THE SON OF ANTIOCHUS, AND ANTIPATER THE SON OF JASON, WHO ARE BOTH HONORABLE MEN BELONGING TO OUR SENATE, TO THE ROMANS, WE GAVE THEM THIS EPISTLE TO YOU ALSO, THAT THEY MIGHT RENEW THAT FRIENDSHIP WHICH IS BETWEEN US. YOU WILL THEREFORE DO WELL YOURSELVES TO WRITE TO US, AND SEND US AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT YOU STAND IN NEED OF FROM US, SINCE WE ARE IN ALL THINGS DISPOSED TO ACT ACCORDING TO YOUR DESIRES." SO, THE LACEDEMONIANS RECEIVED THE AMBASSADORS KINDLY, AND MADE A DECREE FOR FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE, AND SENT IT TO THEM. 
9. AT THIS TIME THERE WERE THREE SECTS AMONG THE JEWS, WHO HAD DIFFERENT OPINIONS CONCERNING HUMAN ACTIONS; THE ONE WAS CALLED THE SECT OF THE PHARISEES, ANOTHER THE SECT OF THE SADDUCEES, AND THE OTHER THE SECT OF THE ESSENS. NOW FOR THE PHARISEES, THEY SAY THAT SOME ACTIONS, BUT NOT ALL, ARE THE WORK OF FATE, AND SOME OF THEM ARE IN OUR OWN POWER, AND THAT THEY ARE LIABLE TO FATE, BUT ARE NOT CAUSED BY FATE. BUT THE SECT OF THE ESSENS AFFIRM, THAT FATE GOVERNS ALL THINGS, AND THAT NOTHING BEFALLS MEN BUT WHAT IS ACCORDING TO ITS DETERMINATION. AND FOR THE SADDUCEES, THEY TAKE AWAY FATE, AND SAY THERE IS NO SUCH THING, AND THAT THE EVENTS OF HUMAN AFFAIRS ARE NOT AT ITS DISPOSAL; BUT THEY SUPPOSE THAT ALL OUR ACTIONS ARE IN OUR OWN POWER, SO THAT WE ARE OURSELVES THE CAUSES OF WHAT IS GOOD, AND RECEIVE WHAT IS EVIL FROM OUR OWN FOLLY. HOWEVER, I HAVE GIVEN A MORE EXACT ACCOUNT OF THESE OPINIONS IN THE SECOND BOOK OF THE JEWISH WAR. 
10. BUT NOW THE GENERALS OF DEMETRIUS BEING WILLING TO RECOVER THE DEFEAT THEY HAD HAD, GATHERED A GREATER ARMY TOGETHER THAN THEY HAD BEFORE, AND CAME AGAINST JONATHAN; BUT AS SOON AS HE WAS INFORMED OF THEIR COMING, HE WENT SUDDENLY TO MEET THEM, TO THE COUNTRY OF HAMOTH, FOR HE RESOLVED TO GIVE THEM NO OPPORTUNITY OF COMING INTO JUDEA; SO HE PITCHED HIS CAMP AT FIFTY FURLONGS' DISTANCE FROM THE ENEMY, AND SENT OUT SPIES TO TAKE A VIEW OF THEIR CAMP, AND AFTER WHAT MANNER THEY WERE ENCAMPED. WHEN HIS SPIES HAD GIVEN HIM FULL INFORMATION, AND HAD SEIZED UPON SOME OF THEM BY NIGHT, WHO TOLD HIM THE ENEMY WOULD SOON ATTACK HIM, HE, THUS APPRIZED BEFOREHAND, PROVIDED FOR HIS SECURITY, AND PLACED WATCHMEN BEYOND HIS CAMP, AND KEPT ALL HIS FORCES ARMED ALL NIGHT; AND HE GAVE THEM A CHARGE TO BE OF GOOD COURAGE, AND TO HAVE THEIR MINDS PREPARED TO FIGHT IN THE NIGHT TIME, IF THEY SHOULD BE OBLIGED SO TO DO, LEST THEIR ENEMY'S DESIGNS SHOULD SEEM CONCEALED FROM THEM. BUT WHEN DEMETRIUS'S COMMANDERS WERE INFORMED THAT JONATHAN KNEW WHAT THEY INTENDED, THEIR COUNSELS WERE DISORDERED, AND IT ALARMED THEM TO FIND THAT THE ENEMY HAD DISCOVERED THOSE THEIR INTENTIONS; NOR DID THEY EXPECT TO OVERCOME THEM ANY OTHER WAY, NOW THEY HAD FAILED IN THE SNARES THEY HAD LAID FOR THEM; FOR SHOULD THEY HAZARD AN OPEN BATTLE, THEY DID NOT THINK THEY SHOULD BE A MATCH FOR JONATHAN'S ARMY, SO THEY RESOLVED TO FLY; AND HAVING LIGHTED MANY FIRES, THAT WHEN THE ENEMY SAW THEM THEY MIGHT SUPPOSE THEY WERE THERE STILL, THEY RETIRED. WHEN JONATHAN CAME TO GIVE THEM BATTLE IN THE MORNING IN THEIR CAMP, AND FOUND IT DESERTED, AND UNDERSTOOD THEY WERE FLED, HE PURSUED THEM; YET HE COULD NOT OVERTAKE THEM, FOR THEY HAD ALREADY PASSED OVER THE RIVER ELEUTHERUS, AND WERE OUT OF DANGER. SO, WHEN JONATHAN WAS RETURNED THENCE, HE WENT INTO ARABIA, AND FOUGHT AGAINST THE NABATEANS, AND DROVE AWAY A GREAT DEAL OF THEIR PREY, AND TOOK [MANY] CAPTIVES, AND CAME TO DAMASCUS, AND THERE SOLD OFF WHAT HE HAD TAKEN. ABOUT THE SAME TIME IT WAS THAT SIMON HIS BROTHER WENT OVER ALL JUDEA AND PALESTINE, AS FAR AS ASKELON, AND FORTIFIED THE STRONG HOLDS; AND WHEN HE HAD MADE THEM VERY STRONG, BOTH IN THE EDIFICES ERECTED, AND IN THE GARRISONS PLACED IN THEM, HE CAME TO JOPPA; AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN IT, HE BROUGHT A GREAT GARRISON INTO IT, FOR HE HEARD THAT THE PEOPLE OF JOPPA WERE DISPOSED TO DELIVER UP THE CITY TO DEMETRIUS'S GENERALS. 
11. WHEN SIMON AND JONATHAN HAD FINISHED THESE AFFAIRS, THEY RETURNED TO JERUSALEM, WHERE JONATHAN GATHERED ALL THE PEOPLE TOGETHER, AND TOOK COUNSEL TO RESTORE THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM, AND TO REBUILD THE WALL THAT ENCOMPASSED THE TEMPLE, WHICH HAD BEEN THROWN DOWN, AND TO MAKE THE PLACES ADJOINING STRONGER BY VERY HIGH TOWERS; AND BESIDES THAT, TO BUILD ANOTHER WALL IN THE MIDST OF THE CITY, IN ORDER TO EXCLUDE THE MARKET-PLACE FROM THE GARRISON, WHICH WAS IN THE CITADEL, AND BY THAT MEANS TO HINDER THEM FROM ANY PLENTY OF PROVISIONS; AND MOREOVER, TO MAKE THE FORTRESSES THAT WERE IN THE COUNTRY MUCH STRONGER AND MORE DEFENSIBLE THAN THEY WERE BEFORE. AND WHEN THESE THINGS WERE APPROVED OF BY THE MULTITUDE, AS RIGHTLY PROPOSED, JONATHAN HIMSELF TOOK CARE OF THE BUILDING THAT BELONGED TO THE CITY, AND SENT SIMON AWAY TO MAKE THE FORTRESSES IN THE COUNTRY MORE SECURE THAN FORMERLY. BUT DEMETRIUS PASSED OVER [EUPHRATES], AND CAME INTO MESOPOTAMIA, AS DESIROUS TO RETAIN THAT COUNTRY STILL, AS WELL AS BABYLON; AND WHEN HE SHOULD HAVE OBTAINED THE DOMINION OF THE UPPER PROVINCES, TO LAY A FOUNDATION FOR RECOVERING HIS ENTIRE KINGDOM; FOR THOSE GREEKS AND MACEDONIANS WHO DWELT THERE FREQUENTLY SENT AMBASSADORS TO HIM, AND PROMISED, THAT IF HE WOULD COME TO THEM, THEY WOULD DELIVER THEMSELVES UP TO HIM, AND ASSIST HIM IN FIGHTING AGAINST ARSACES, THE KING OF THE PARTHIANS. SO, HE WAS ELEVATED WITH THESE HOPES, AND CAME HASTILY TO THEM, AS HAVING RESOLVED, THAT IF HE HAD ONCE OVERTHROWN THE PARTHIANS, AND GOTTEN AN ARMY OF HIS OWN, HE WOULD MAKE WAR AGAINST TRYPHO, AND EJECT HIM OUT OF SYRIA; AND THE PEOPLE OF THAT COUNTRY RECEIVED HIM WITH GREAT ALACRITY. SO, HE RAISED FORCES, WITH WHICH HE FOUGHT AGAINST ARSACES, AND LOST ALL HIS ARMY, AND WAS HIMSELF TAKEN ALIVE, AS WE HAVE ELSEWHERE RELATED.
CHAPTER 6. HOW JONATHAN WAS SLAIN BY TREACHERY; AND HOW THEREUPON THE JEWS MADE SIMON THEIR GENERAL AND HIGH PRIEST: WHAT COURAGEOUS ACTIONS HE ALSO, PERFORMED ESPECIALLY AGAINST TRYPHO. 
1. NOW WHEN TRYPHO KNEW WHAT HAD BEFALLEN DEMETRIUS, HE WAS NO LONGER FIRM TO ANTIOCHUS, BUT CONTRIVED BY SUBTLETY TO KILL HIM, AND THEN TAKE POSSESSION OF HIS KINGDOM; BUT THE FEAR THAT HE WAS IN OF JONATHAN WAS AN OBSTACLE TO THIS HIS DESIGN, FOR JONATHAN WAS A FRIEND TO ANTIOCHUS, FOR WHICH CAUSE HE RESOLVED FIRST TO TAKE JONATHAN OUT OF THE WAY, AND THEN TO SET ABOUT HIS DESIGN RELATING TO ANTIOCHUS; BUT HE JUDGING IT BEST TO TAKE HIM OFF BY DECEIT AND TREACHERY, CAME FROM ANTIOCH TO BETHSHAN, WHICH BY THE GREEKS IS CALLED SCYTHOPOLIS, AT WHICH PLACE JONATHAN MET HIM WITH FORTY THOUSAND CHOSEN MEN, FOR HE THOUGHT THAT HE CAME TO FIGHT HIM; BUT WHEN HE PERCEIVED THAT JONATHAN WAS READY TO FIGHT, HE ATTEMPTED TO GAIN HIM BY PRESENTS AND KIND TREATMENT, AND GAVE ORDER TO HIS CAPTAINS TO OBEY HIM, AND BY THESE MEANS WAS DESIROUS TO GIVE ASSURANCE OF HIS GOOD-WILL, AND TO TAKE AWAY ALL SUSPICIONS OUT OF HIS MIND, THAT SO HE MIGHT MAKE HIM CARELESS AND INCONSIDERATE, AND MIGHT TAKE HIM WHEN HE WAS UNGUARDED. HE ALSO ADVISED HIM TO DISMISS HIS ARMY, BECAUSE THERE WAS NO OCCASION FOR BRINGING IT WITH HIM WHEN THERE WAS NO WAR, BUT ALL WAS IN PEACE. HOWEVER, HE DESIRED HIM TO RETAIN A FEW ABOUT HIM, AND GO WITH HIM TO PTOLEMAIS, FOR THAT HE WOULD DELIVER THE CITY UP TO HIM, AND WOULD BRING ALL THE FORTRESSES THAT WERE IN THE COUNTRY UNDER HIS DOMINION; AND HE TOLD HIM THAT HE CAME WITH THOSE VERY DESIGNS. 
2. YET DID NOT JONATHAN SUSPECT ANY THING AT ALL BY THIS HIS MANAGEMENT, BUT BELIEVED THAT TRYPHO GAVE HIM THIS ADVICE OUT OF KINDNESS, AND WITH A SINCERE DESIGN. ACCORDINGLY, HE DISMISSED HIS ARMY, AND RETAINED NO MORE THAN THREE THOUSAND OF THEM WITH HIM, AND LEFT TWO THOUSAND IN GALILEE; AND HE HIMSELF, WITH ONE THOUSAND, CAME WITH TRYPHO TO PTOLEMAIS. BUT WHEN THE PEOPLE OF PTOLEMAIS HAD SHUT THEIR GATES, AS IT HAD BEEN COMMANDED BY TRYPHO TO DO, HE TOOK JONATHAN ALIVE, AND SLEW ALL THAT WERE WITH HIM. HE ALSO SENT SOLDIERS AGAINST THOSE TWO THOUSAND THAT WERE LEFT IN GALILEE, IN ORDER TO DESTROY THEM; BUT THOSE MEN HAVING HEARD THE REPORT OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO JONATHAN, THEY PREVENTED THE EXECUTION; AND BEFORE THOSE THAT WERE SENT BY TRYPHO CAME, THEY COVERED THEMSELVES WITH THEIR ARMOR, AND WENT AWAY OUT OF THE COUNTRY. NOW WHEN THOSE THAT WERE SENT AGAINST THEM SAW THAT THEY WERE READY TO FIGHT FOR THEIR LIVES, THEY GAVE THEM NO DISTURBANCE, BUT RETURNED BACK TO TRYPHO. 
3. BUT WHEN THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM HEARD THAT JONATHAN WAS TAKEN, AND THAT THE SOLDIERS WHO WERE WITH HIM WERE DESTROYED, THEY DEPLORED HIS SAD FATE; AND THERE WAS EARNEST INQUIRY MADE ABOUT HIM BY EVERY BODY, AND A GREAT AND JUST FEAR FELL UPON THEM, AND MADE THEM SAD, LEST, NOW THEY WERE DEPRIVED OF THE COURAGE AND CONDUCT OF JONATHAN, THE NATIONS ABOUT THEM SHOULD BEAR THEM ILL-WILL; AND AS THEY WERE BEFORE QUIET ON ACCOUNT OF JONATHAN THEY SHOULD NOW RISE UP AGAINST THEM, AND BY MAKING WAR WITH THEM, SHOULD FORCE THEM INTO THE UTMOST DANGERS. AND INDEED, WHAT THEY SUSPECTED REALLY BEFELL THEM; FOR WHEN THOSE NATIONS HEARD OF THE DEATH OF JONATHAN, THEY BEGAN TO MAKE WAR WITH THE JEWS AS NOW DESTITUTE OF A GOVERNOR AND TRYPHO HIMSELF GOT AN ARMY TOGETHER, AND HAD INTENTION TO GO UP TO JUDEA, AND MAKE WAR AGAINST ITS INHABITANTS. BUT WHEN SIMON SAW THAT THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM WERE TERRIFIED AT THE CIRCUMSTANCES THEY WERE IN, HE DESIRED TO MAKE A SPEECH TO THEM, AND THEREBY TO RENDER THEM MORE RESOLUTE IN OPPOSING TRYPHO WHEN HE SHOULD COME AGAINST THEM. HE THEN CALLED THE PEOPLE TOGETHER INTO THE TEMPLE, AND THENCE BEGAN THUS TO ENCOURAGE THEM: "O MY COUNTRYMEN, YOU ARE NOT IGNORANT THAT OUR FATHER, MYSELF, AND MY BRETHREN, HAVE VENTURED TO HAZARD OUR LIVES, AND THAT WILLINGLY, FOR THE RECOVERY OF YOUR LIBERTY; SINCE I HAVE THEREFORE SUCH PLENTY OF EXAMPLES BEFORE ME, AND WE OF OUR FAMILY HAVE DETERMINED WITH OURSELVES TO DIE FOR OUR LAWS, AND OUR DIVINE WORSHIP, THERE SHALL NO TERROR BE SO GREAT AS TO BANISH THIS RESOLUTION FROM OUR SOULS, NOR TO INTRODUCE IN ITS PLACE A LOVE OF LIFE, AND A CONTEMPT OF GLORY. DO YOU THEREFORE FOLLOW ME WITH ALACRITY WHITHERSOEVER I SHALL LEAD YOU, AS NOT DESTITUTE OF SUCH A CAPTAIN AS IS WILLING TO SUFFER, AND TO DO THE GREATEST THINGS FOR YOU; FOR NEITHER AM I BETTER THAN MY BRETHREN THAT I SHOULD BE SPARING OF MY OWN LIFE, NOR SO FAR WORSE THAN THEY AS TO AVOID AND REFUSE WHAT THEY THOUGHT THE MOST HONORABLE OF ALL THINGS, - I MEAN, TO UNDERGO DEATH FOR YOUR LAWS, AND FOR THAT WORSHIP OF GOD WHICH IS PECULIAR TO YOU; I WILL THEREFORE GIVE SUCH PROPER DEMONSTRATIONS AS WILL SHOW THAT I AM THEIR OWN BROTHER; AND I AM SO BOLD AS TO EXPECT THAT I SHALL AVENGE THEIR BLOOD UPON OUR ENEMIES, AND DELIVER YOU ALL WITH YOUR WIVES AND CHILDREN FROM THE INJURIES THEY INTEND AGAINST YOU, AND, WITH GOD'S ASSISTANCE, TO PRESERVE YOUR TEMPLE FROM DESTRUCTION BY THEM; FOR I SEE THAT THESE NATIONS HAVE YOU IN CONTEMPT, AS BEING WITHOUT A GOVERNOR, AND THAT THEY THENCE ARE ENCOURAGED TO MAKE WAR AGAINST YOU." 
4. BY THIS SPEECH OF SIMON HE INSPIRED THE MULTITUDE WITH COURAGE; AND AS THEY HAD BEEN BEFORE DISPIRITED THROUGH FEAR, THEY WERE NOW RAISED TO A GOOD HOPE OF BETTER THINGS, INSOMUCH THAT THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE PEOPLE CRIED OUT ALL AT ONCE THAT SIMON SHOULD BE THEIR LEADER; AND THAT INSTEAD OF JUDAS AND JONATHAN HIS BRETHREN, HE SHOULD HAVE THE GOVERNMENT OVER THEM; AND THEY PROMISED THAT THEY WOULD READILY OBEY HIM IN WHATSOEVER HE SHOULD COMMAND THEM. SO HE GOT TOGETHER IMMEDIATELY ALL HIS OWN SOLDIERS THAT WERE FIT FOR WAR, AND MADE HASTE IN REBUILDING THE WALLS OF THE CITY, AND STRENGTHENING THEM BY VERY HIGH AND STRONG TOWERS, AND SENT A FRIEND OF HIS, ONE JONATHAN, THE SON OF ABSALOM, TO JOPPA, AND GAVE HIM ORDER TO EJECT THE INHABITANTS OUT OF THE CITY, FOR HE WAS AFRAID LEST THEY SHOULD DELIVER UP THE CITY TO TRYPHO; BUT HE HIMSELF STAID TO SECURE JERUSALEM. 
5. BUT TRYPHO REMOVED FROM PTOEINAIS WITH A GREAT ARMY, AND CAME INTO JUDEA, AND BROUGHT JONATHAN WITH HIM IN BONDS. SIMON ALSO MET HIM WITH HIS ARMY AT THE CITY ADIDA, WHICH IS UPON A HILL, AND BENEATH IT LIE THE PLAINS OF JUDEA. AND WHEN TRYPHO KNEW THAT SIMON WAS BY THE JEWS MADE THEIR GOVERNOR, HE SENT TO HIM, AND WOULD HAVE IMPOSED UPON HIM BY DECEIT AND TRENCHER, AND DESIRED, IF HE WOULD HAVE HIS BROTHER JONATHAN RELEASED, THAT HE WOULD SEND HIM A HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER, AND TWO OF JONATHAN'S SONS AS HOSTAGES, THAT WHEN HE SHALL BE RELEASED, HE MAY NOT MAKE JUDEA REVOLT FROM THE KING; FOR THAT AT PRESENT HE WAS KEPT IN BONDS ON ACCOUNT OF THE MONEY HE HAD BORROWED OF THE KING, AND NOW OWED IT TO HIM. BUT SIMON WAS AWARE OF THE CRAFT OF TRYPHO; AND ALTHOUGH HE KNEW THAT IF HE GAVE HIM THE MONEY HE SHOULD LOSE IT, AND THAT TRYPHO WOULD NOT SET HIS BROTHER FREE AND WITHAL SHOULD DELIVER THE SONS OF JONATHAN TO THE ENEMY, YET BECAUSE HE WAS AFRAID THAT HE SHOULD HAVE A CALUMNY RAISED AGAINST HIM AMONG THE MULTITUDE AS THE CAUSE OF HIS BROTHER'S DEATH, IF HE NEITHER GAVE THE MONEY, NOR SENT JONATHAN'S SONS, HE GATHERED HIS ARMY TOGETHER, AND TOLD THEM WHAT OFFERS TRYPHO HAD MADE; AND ADDED THIS, THAT THE OFFERS WERE ENSNARING AND TREACHEROUS, AND YET THAT IT WAS MORE ELIGIBLE TO SEND THE MONEY AND JONATHAN'S SONS, THAN TO BE LIABLE TO THE IMPUTATION OF NOT COMPLYING WITH TRYPHO'S OFFERS, AND THEREBY REFUSING TO SAVE HIS BROTHER. ACCORDINGLY, SIMON SENT THE SONS OF JONATHAN AND THE MONEY; BUT WHEN TRYPHO HAD RECEIVED THEM, HE DID NOT KEEP HIS PROMISE, NOR SET JONATHAN FREE, BUT TOOK HIS ARMY, AND WENT ABOUT ALL THE COUNTRY, AND RESOLVED TO GO AFTERWARD TO JERUSALEM BY THE WAY OF IDUMEA, WHILE SIMON WENT OVER AGAINST HIM WITH HIS ARMY, AND ALL ALONG PITCHED HIS OWN CAMP OVER AGAINST HIS. 
6. BUT WHEN THOSE THAT WERE IN THE CITADEL HAD SENT TO TRYPHO, AND BESOUGHT HIM TO MAKE HASTE AND COME TO THEM, AND TO SEND THEM PROVISIONS, HE PREPARED HIS CAVALRY AS THOUGH HE WOULD BE AT JERUSALEM THAT VERY NIGHT; BUT SO GREAT A QUANTITY OF SNOW FELL IN THE NIGHT, THAT IT COVERED THE ROADS, AND MADE THEM SO DEEP, THAT THERE WAS NO PASSING, ESPECIALLY FOR THE CAVALRY. THIS HINDERED HIM FROM COMING TO JERUSALEM; WHEREUPON TRYPHO REMOVED THENCE, AND CAME INTO CELESYRIA, AND FALLING VEHEMENTLY UPON THE LAND OF GILEAD, HE SLEW JONATHAN THERE; AND WHEN HE HAD GIVEN ORDER FOR HIS BURIAL, HE RETURNED HIMSELF TO ANTIOCH. HOWEVER, SIMON SENT SOME TO THE CITY BASCA TO BRING AWAY HIS BROTHER'S BONES, AND BURIED THEM IN THEIR OWN CITY MODIN; AND ALL THE PEOPLE MADE GREAT LAMENTATION OVER HIM. SIMON ALSO ERECTED A VERY LARGE MONUMENT FOR HIS FATHER AND HIS BRETHREN, OF WHITE AND POLISHED STONE, AND RAISED IT A GREAT HEIGHT, AND SO AS TO BE SEEN A LONG WAY OFF, AND MADE CLOISTERS ABOUT IT, AND SET UP PILLARS, WHICH WERE OF ONE STONE APIECE; A WORK IT WAS WONDERFUL TO SEE. MOREOVER, HE BUILT SEVEN PYRAMIDS ALSO FOR HIS PARENTS AND HIS BRETHREN, ONE FOR EACH OF THEM, WHICH WERE MADE VERY SURPRISING, BOTH FOR THEIR LARGENESS AND BEAUTY, AND WHICH HAVE BEEN PRESERVED TO THIS DAY; AND WE KNOW THAT IT WAS SIMON WHO BESTOWED SO MUCH ZEAL ABOUT THE BURIAL OF JONATHAN, AND THE BUILDING OF THESE MONUMENTS FOR HIS RELATIONS. NOW JONATHAN DIED WHEN HE HAD BEEN HIGH PRIEST FOUR YEARS AND HAD BEEN ALSO THE GOVERNOR OF HIS NATION. AND THESE WERE THE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT CONCERNED HIS DEATH. 
7. BUT SIMON, WHO WAS MADE HIGH PRIEST BY THE MULTITUDE, ON THE VERY FIRST YEAR OF HIS HIGH PRIESTHOOD SET HIS PEOPLE FREE FROM THEIR SLAVERY UNDER THE MACEDONIANS, AND PERMITTED THEM TO PAY TRIBUTE TO THEM NO LONGER; WHICH LIBERTY AND FREEDOM FROM TRIBUTE THEY OBTAINED AFTER A HUNDRED AND SEVENTY YEARS OF THE KINGDOM OF THE ASSYRIANS, WHICH WAS AFTER SELEUCUS, WHO WAS CALLED NICATOR, GOT THE DOMINION OVER SYRIA. NOW THE AFFECTION OF THE MULTITUDE TOWARDS SIMON WAS SO GREAT, THAT IN THEIR CONTRACTS ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND IN THEIR PUBLIC RECORDS, THEY WROTE, "IN THE FIRST YEAR OF SIMON THE BENEFACTOR AND ETHNARCH OF THE JEWS;" FOR UNDER HIM THEY WERE VERY HAPPY, AND OVERCAME THE ENEMIES THAT WERE ROUND ABOUT THEM; FOR SIMON OVERTHREW THE CITY GAZARA, AND JOPPA, AND JAMHIS. HE ALSO TOOK THE CITADEL OF JERUSALEM BY SIEGE, AND CAST IT DOWN TO THE GROUND, THAT IT MIGHT NOT BE ANY MORE A PLACE OF REFUGE TO THEIR ENEMIES WHEN THEY TOOK IT, TO DO THEM A MISCHIEF, AS IT HAD BEEN TILL NOW. AND WHEN HE HAD DONE THIS, HE THOUGHT IT THEIR BEST WAY, AND MOST FOR THEIR ADVANTAGE, TO LEVEL THE VERY MOUNTAIN ITSELF UPON WHICH THE CITADEL HAPPENED TO STAND, THAT SO THE TEMPLE MIGHT BE HIGHER THAN IT. AND INDEED, WHEN HE HAD CALLED THE MULTITUDE TO AN ASSEMBLY, HE PERSUADED THEM TO HAVE IT SO DEMOLISHED, AND THIS BY PUTTING THEM IN MIND WHAT MISERIES THEY HAD SUFFERED BY ITS GARRISON AND THE JEWISH DESERTERS, AND WHAT MISERIES THEY MIGHT HEREAFTER SUFFER IN CASE ANY FOREIGNER SHOULD OBTAIN THE KINGDOM, AND PUT A GARRISON INTO THAT CITADEL. THIS SPEECH INDUCED THE MULTITUDE TO A COMPLIANCE, BECAUSE HE EXHORTED THEM TO DO NOTHING BUT WHAT WAS FOR THEIR OWN GOOD: SO THEY ALL SET THEMSELVES TO THE WORK, AND LEVELED THE MOUNTAIN, AND IN THAT WORK SPENT BOTH DAY AND NIGHT WITHOUT ANY INTERMISSION, WHICH COST THEM THREE WHOLE YEARS BEFORE IT WAS REMOVED, AND BROUGHT TO AN ENTIRE LEVEL WITH THE PLAIN OF THE REST OF THE CITY. AFTER WHICH THE TEMPLE WAS THE HIGHEST OF ALL THE BUILDINGS, NOW THE CITADEL, AS WELL AS THE MOUNTAIN WHEREON IT STOOD, WERE DEMOLISHED. AND THESE ACTIONS WERE THUS PERFORMED UNDER SIMON.
CHAPTER 7. HOW SIMON CONFEDERATED HIMSELF WITH ANTIOCHUS PIUS, AND MADE WAR AGAINST TRYPHO, AND A LITTLE AFTERWARD, AGAINST CENDEBEUS, THE GENERAL OF ANTIOCHUS'S ARMY; AS ALSO HOW SIMON WAS MURDERED BY HIS SON-IN-LAW PTOLEMY, AND THAT BY TREACHERY. 
1. NOW A LITTLE WHILE AFTER DEMETRIUS HAD BEEN CARRIED INTO CAPTIVITY, TRYPHO HIS GOVERNOR DESTROYED ANTIOCHUS, THE SON OF ALEXANDER, WHO WAS ALSO CALLED THE GOD, AND THIS WHEN HE HAD REIGNED FOUR YEARS, THOUGH HE GAVE IT OUT THAT HE DIED UNDER THE HANDS OF THE SURGEONS. HE THEN SENT HIS FRIENDS, AND THOSE THAT WERE MOST INTIMATE WITH HIM, TO THE SOLDIERS, AND PROMISED THAT HE WOULD GIVE THEM A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY IF THEY WOULD MAKE HIM KING. HE INTIMATED TO THEM THAT DEMETRIUS WAS MADE A CAPTIVE BY THE PARTHIANS; AND THAT DEMETRIUS'S BROTHER ATITIOCHUS, IF HE CAME TO BE KING, WOULD DO THEM A GREAT DEAL OF MISCHIEF, IN WAY OF REVENGE FOR THEIR REVOLTING FROM HIS BROTHER. SO, THE SOLDIERS, IN EXPECTATION OF THE WEALTH THEY SHOULD GET BY BESTOWING THE KINGDOM ON TRYPHO, MADE HIM THEIR RULER. HOWEVER, WHEN TRYPHO HAD GAINED THE MANAGEMENT OF AFFAIRS, HE DEMONSTRATED HIS DISPOSITION TO BE WICKED; FOR WHILE HE WAS A PRIVATE PERSON, HE CULTIVATED FAMILIARITY WITH THE MULTITUDE, AND PRETENDED TO GREAT MODERATION, AND SO DREW THEM ON ARTFULLY TO WHATSOEVER HE PLEASED; BUT WHEN HE HAD ONCE TAKEN THE KINGDOM, HE LAID ASIDE ANY FURTHER DISSIMULATION, AND WAS THE TRUE TRYPHO; WHICH BEHAVIOR MADE HIS ENEMIES SUPERIOR TO HIM; FOR THE SOLDIERY HATED HIM, AND REVOLTED FROM HIM TO CLEOPATRA, THE WIFE OF DEMETRIUS, WHO WAS THEN SHUT UP IN SELEUCIA WITH HER CHILDREN. BUT AS ANTIOCHUS, THE BROTHER OF DEMETRIUS WHO WAS CALLED SOTER, WAS NOT ADMITTED BY ANY OF THE CITIES ON ACCOUNT OF TRYPHO, CLEOPATRA SENT TO HIM, AND INVITED HIM TO MARRY HER, AND TO TAKE THE KINGDOM. THE REASONS WHY SHE MADE THIS INVITATION WERE THESE: THAT HER FRIENDS PERSUADED HER TO IT, AND THAT SHE WAS AFRAID FOR HERSELF, IN CASE SOME OF THE PEOPLE OF SELEUCIA SHOULD DELIVER UP THE CITY TO TRYPHO. 
2. AS ANTLOCHUS WAS NOW COME TO SELEUCIA, AND HIS FORCES INCREASED EVERY DAY, HE MARCHED TO FIGHT TRYPHO; AND HAVING BEATEN HIM IN THE BATTLE, HE EJECTED HIM OUT OF THE UPPER SYRIA INTO PHOENICIA, AND PURSUED HIM THITHER, AND BESIEGED HIM IN DORA WHICH WAS A FORTRESS HARD TO BE TAKEN, WHITHER HE HAD FLED. HE ALSO SENT AMBASSADORS TO SIMON THE JEWISH HIGH PRIEST, ABOUT A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE; WHO READILY ACCEPTED OF THE INVITATION, AND SENT TO ANTIOCHUS GREAT SUMS OF MONEY AND PROVISIONS FOR THOSE THAT BESIEGED DORA, AND THEREBY SUPPLIED THEM VERY PLENTIFULLY, SO THAT FOR A LITTLE WHILE HE WAS LOOKED UPON AS ONE OF HIS MOST INTIMATE FRIENDS; BUT STILL TRYPHO FLED FROM DORA TO APAMIA, WHERE HE WAS TAKEN DURING THE SIEGE, AND PUT TO DEATH, WHEN HE HAD REIGNED THREE YEARS. 
3. HOWEVER, ANTIOCHUS FORGOT THE KIND ASSISTANCE THAT SIMON HAD AFFORDED HIM IN HIS NECESSITY, BY REASON OF HIS COVETOUS AND WICKED DISPOSITION, AND COMMITTED AN ARMY OF SOLDIERS TO HIS FRIEND CENDEBEUS, AND SENT HIM AT ONCE TO RAVAGE JUDEA, AND TO SEIZE SIMON. WHEN SIMON HEARD OF ANTIOCHUS'S BREAKING HIS LEAGUE WITH HIM, ALTHOUGH HE, WERE NOW IN YEARS, YET, PROVOKED WITH THE UNJUST TREATMENT HE HAD MET WITH FROM ANTIOCHUS, AND TAKING A RESOLUTION BRISKER THAN HIS AGE COULD WELL BEAR, HE WENT LIKE A YOUNG MAN TO ACT AS GENERAL OF HIS ARMY. HE ALSO SENT HIS SONS BEFORE AMONG THE MOST-HARDY OF HIS SOLDIERS, AND HE HIMSELF MARCHED ON WITH HIS ARMY ANOTHER WAY, AND LAID MANY OF HIS MEN IN AMBUSHES IN THE NARROW VALLEYS BETWEEN THE MOUNTAINS; NOR DID HE FAIL OF SUCCESS IN ANY ONE OF HIS ATTEMPTS, BUT WAS TOO HARD FOR HIS ENEMIES IN EVERY ONE OF THEM. SO, HE LED THE REST OF HIS LIFE IN PEACE, AND DID ALSO HIMSELF MAKE A LEAGUE WITH THE ROMANS. 
4. NOW HE WAS THE RULER OF THE JEWS IN ALL EIGHT YEARS; BUT AT A FEAST CAME TO HIS END. IT WAS CAUSED BY THE TREACHERY OF HIS SON-IN-LAW PTOLEMY, WHO CAUGHT ALSO HIS WIFE, AND TWO OF HIS SONS, AND KEPT THEM IN BONDS. HE ALSO SENT SOME TO KILL JOHN THE THIRD SON, WHOSE NAME WAS HYRCANUS; BUT THE YOUNG MAN PERCEIVING THEM COMING, HE AVOIDED THE DANGER HE WAS IN FROM THEM, AND MADE HASTE INTO THE CITY [JERUSALEM], AS RELYING ON THE GOOD-WILL OF THE MULTITUDE, BECAUSE OF THE BENEFITS THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM HIS FATHER, AND BECAUSE OF THE HATRED THE SAME MULTITUDE BARE TO PTOLEMY; SO THAT WHEN PTOLEMY WAS ENDEAVORING TO ENTER THE CITY BY ANOTHER GATE, THEY DROVE HIM AWAY, AS HAVING ALREADY ADMITTED HYRCANUS.
CHAPTER 8. HYRCANUS RECEIVES THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND EJECTS PTOLEMY OUT OF THE COUNTRY. ANTIOCHUS MAKES WAR AGAINST HYRCANUS AND AFTERWARDS MAKES A LEAGUE WITH HIM. 
1. SO PTOLEMY RETIRED TO ONE OF THE FORTRESSES THAT WAS ABOVE JERICHO, WHICH WAS CALLED DAGON. BUT HYRCANUS HAVING TAKEN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD THAT HAD BEEN HIS FATHER'S BEFORE, AND IN THE FIRST PLACE PROPITIATED GOD BY SACRIFICES, HE THEN MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST PTOLEMY; AND WHEN HE MADE HIS ATTACKS UPON THE PLACE, IN OTHER POINTS HE WAS TOO HARD FOR HIM, BUT WAS RENDERED WEAKER THAN HE, BY THE COMMISERATION HE HAD FOR HIS MOTHER AND BRETHREN, AND BY THAT ONLY; FOR PTOLEMY BROUGHT THEM UPON THE WALL, AND TORMENTED THEM IN THE SIGHT OF ALL, AND THREATENED THAT HE WOULD THROW THEM DOWN HEADLONG, UNLESS HYRCANUS WOULD LEAVE OFF THE SIEGE. AND AS HE THOUGHT THAT SO FAR AS HE RELAXED AS TO THE SIEGE AND TAKING OF THE PLACE, SO MUCH FAVOR DID HE SHOW TO THOSE THAT WERE DEAREST TO HIM BY PREVENTING THEIR MISERY, HIS ZEAL ABOUT IT WAS COOLED. HOWEVER, HIS MOTHER SPREAD OUT HER HANDS, AND BEGGED OF HIM THAT HE WOULD NOT GROW REMISS ON HER ACCOUNT, BUT INDULGE HIS INDIGNATION SO MUCH THE MORE, AND THAT HE WOULD DO HIS UTMOST TO TAKE THE PLACE QUICKLY, IN ORDER TO GET THEIR ENEMY UNDER HIS POWER, AND THEN TO AVENGE UPON HIM WHAT HE HAD DONE TO THOSE THAT WERE DEAREST TO HIMSELF; FOR THAT DEATH WOULD BE TO HER SWEET, THOUGH WITH TORMENT, IF THAT ENEMY OF THEIRS MIGHT BUT BE BROUGHT TO PUNISHMENT FOR HIS WICKED DEALINGS TO THEM. NOW WHEN HIS MOTHER SAID SO, HE RESOLVED TO TAKE THE FORTRESS IMMEDIATELY; BUT WHEN HE SAW HER BEATEN, AND TORN TO PIECES, HIS COURAGE FAILED HIM, AND HE COULD NOT BUT SYMPATHIZE WITH WHAT HIS MOTHER SUFFERED, AND WAS THEREBY OVERCOME. AND AS THE SIEGE WAS DRAWN OUT INTO LENGTH BY THIS MEANS, THAT YEAR ON WHICH THE JEWS USED TO REST CAME ON; FOR THE JEWS OBSERVE THIS REST EVERY SEVENTH YEAR, AS THEY DO EVERY SEVENTH DAY; SO THAT PTOLEMY BEING FOR THIS CAUSE RELEASED FROM THE WAR, HE SLEW THE BRETHREN OF HYRCANUS, AND HIS MOTHER; AND WHEN HE HAD SO DONE, HE FLED TO ZENO, WHO WAS CALLED COTYLAS, WHO WAS THEN THE TYRANT OF THE CITY PHILADELPHIA. 
2. BUT ANTIOCHUS, BEING VERY UNEASY AT THE MISERIES THAT SIMON HAD BROUGHT UPON HIM, HE INVADED JUDEA IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN, AND THE FIRST YEAR OF THE PRINCIPALITY OF HYRCANUS, IN THE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SECOND OLYMPIAD. AND WHEN HE HAD BURNT THE COUNTRY, HE SHUT UP HYRCANUS IN THE CITY, WHICH HE ENCOMPASSED ROUND WITH SEVEN ENCAMPMENTS; BUT DID JUST NOTHING AT THE FIRST, BECAUSE OF THE STRENGTH OF THE WALLS, AND BECAUSE OF THE VALOR OF THE BESIEGED, ALTHOUGH THEY WERE ONCE IN WANT OF WATER, WHICH YET THEY WERE DELIVERED FROM BY A LARGE SHOWER OF RAIN, WHICH FELL AT THE SETTING OF THE PLEIADES HOWEVER, ABOUT THE NORTH PART OF THE WALL, WHERE IT HAPPENED THE CITY WAS UPON A LEVEL WITH THE OUTWARD GROUND, THE KING RAISED A HUNDRED TOWERS OF THREE STORIES HIGH, AND PLACED BODIES OF SOLDIERS UPON THEM; AND AS HE MADE HIS ATTACKS EVERY DAY, HE CUT A DOUBLE DITCH, DEEP AND BROAD, AND CONFINED THE INHABITANTS WITHIN IT AS WITHIN A WALL; BUT THE BESIEGED CONTRIVED TO MAKE FREQUENT SALLIES OUT; AND IF THE ENEMY WERE NOT ANY WHERE UPON THEIR GUARD, THEY FELL UPON THEM, AND DID THEM A GREAT DEAL OF MISCHIEF; AND IF THEY PERCEIVED THEM, THEY THEN RETIRED INTO THE CITY WITH EASE. BUT BECAUSE HYRCANUS DISCERNED THE INCONVENIENCE OF SO GREAT A NUMBER OF MEN IN THE CITY, WHILE THE PROVISIONS WERE THE SOONER SPENT BY THEM, AND YET, AS IS NATURAL TO SUPPOSE, THOSE GREAT NUMBERS DID NOTHING, HE SEPARATED THE USELESS PART, AND EXCLUDED THEM OUT OF THE CITY, AND RETAINED THAT PART ONLY WHICH WERE IN THE FLOWER OF THEIR AGE, AND FIT FOR WAR. HOWEVER, ANTIOCHUS WOULD NOT LET THOSE THAT WERE EXCLUDED GO AWAY, WHO THEREFORE WANDERING ABOUT BETWEEN THE WAILS, AND CONSUMING AWAY BY FAMINE, DIED MISERABLY; BUT WHEN THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES WAS AT HAND, THOSE THAT WERE WITHIN COMMISERATED THEIR CONDITION, AND RECEIVED THEM IN AGAIN. AND WHEN HYRCANUS SENT TO ANTIOCHUS, AND DESIRED THERE MIGHT BE A TRUCE FOR SEVEN DAYS, BECAUSE OF THE FESTIVAL, BE GAVE WAY TO THIS PIETY TOWARDS GOD, AND MADE THAT TRUCE ACCORDINGLY. AND BESIDES THAT, HE SENT IN A MAGNIFICENT SACRIFICE, BULLS WITH THEIR HORNS GILDED, WITH ALL SORTS OF SWEET SPICES, AND WITH CUPS OF GOLD AND SILVER. SO THOSE THAT WERE AT THE GATES RECEIVED THE SACRIFICES FROM THOSE THAT BROUGHT THEM, AND LED THEM TO THE TEMPLE, ANTIOCHUS THE MEAN WHILE FEASTING HIS ARMY, WHICH WAS A QUITE DIFFERENT CONDUCT FROM ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, WHO, WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE CITY, OFFERED SWINE UPON THE ALTAR, AND SPRINKLED THE TEMPLE WITH THE BROTH OF THEIR FLESH, IN ORDER TO VIOLATE THE LAWS OF THE JEWS, AND THE RELIGION THEY DERIVED FROM THEIR FOREFATHERS; FOR WHICH REASON OUR NATION MADE WAR WITH HIM, AND WOULD NEVER BE RECONCILED TO HIM; BUT FOR THIS ANTIOCHUS, ALL MEN CALLED HIM ANTIOCHUS THE PIOUS, FOR THE GREAT ZEAL HE HAD ABOUT RELIGION. 
3. ACCORDINGLY, HYRCANUS TOOK THIS MODERATION OF HIS KINDLY; AND WHEN HE UNDERSTOOD HOW RELIGIOUS HE WAS TOWARDS THE DEITY, HE SENT AN EMBASSAGE TO HIM, AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD RESTORE THE SETTLEMENTS THEY RECEIVED FROM THEIR FOREFATHERS. SO, HE REJECTED THE COUNSEL OF THOSE THAT WOULD HAVE HIM UTTERLY DESTROY THE NATION, BY REASON OF THEIR WAY OF LIVING, WHICH WAS TO OTHERS UNSOCIABLE, AND DID NOT REGARD WHAT THEY SAID. BUT BEING PERSUADED THAT ALL THEY DID WAS OUT OF A RELIGIOUS MIND, HE ANSWERED THE AMBASSADORS, THAT IF THE BESIEGED WOULD DELIVER UP THEIR ARMS, AND PAY TRIBUTE FOR JOPPA, AND THE OTHER CITIES WHICH BORDERED UPON JUDEA, AND ADMIT A GARRISON OF HIS, ON THESE TERMS HE WOULD MAKE WAR AGAINST THEM NO LONGER. BUT THE JEWS, ALTHOUGH THEY WERE CONTENT WITH THE OTHER CONDITIONS, DID NOT AGREE TO ADMIT THE GARRISON, BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT ASSOCIATE WITH OTHER PEOPLE, NOR CONVERSE WITH THEM; YET WERE THEY WILLING, INSTEAD OF THE ADMISSION OF THE GARRISON, TO GIVE HIM HOSTAGES, AND FIVE HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER; OF WHICH THEY PAID DOWN THREE HUNDRED, AND SENT THE HOSTAGES IMMEDIATELY, WHICH KING ANTIOCHUS ACCEPTED. ONE OF THOSE HOSTAGES WAS HYRCANUS'S BROTHER. BUT STILL HE BROKE DOWN THE FORTIFICATIONS THAT ENCOMPASSED THE CITY. AND UPON THESE CONDITIONS ANTIOCHUS BROKE UP THE SIEGE, AND DEPARTED. 
4. BUT HYRCANUS OPENED THE SEPULCHER OF DAVID, WHO EXCELLED ALL OTHER KINGS IN RICHES, AND TOOK OUT OF IT THREE THOUSAND TALENTS. HE WAS ALSO THE FIRST OF THE JEWS THAT, RELYING ON THIS WEALTH, MAINTAINED FOREIGN TROOPS. THERE WAS ALSO A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE MADE BETWEEN THEM; UPON WHICH HYRCANUS ADMITTED HIM INTO THE CITY, AND FURNISHED HIM WITH WHATSOEVER HIS ARMY WANTED IN GREAT PLENTY, AND WITH GREAT GENEROSITY, AND MARCHED ALONG WITH HIM WHEN HE MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE PARTHIANS; OF WHICH NICOLAUS OF DAMASCUS IS A WITNESS FOR US; WHO IN HIS HISTORY WRITES THUS: "WHEN ANTIOCHUS HAD ERECTED A TROPHY AT THE RIVER LYCUS, UPON HIS CONQUEST OF INDATES, THE GENERAL OF THE PARTHIANS, HE STAID THERE TWO DAYS. IT WAS AT THE DESIRE OF LYRCANUS THE JEW, BECAUSE IT WAS SUCH A FESTIVAL DERIVED TO THEM FROM THEIR FOREFATHERS, WHEREON THE LAW OF THE JEWS DID NOT ALLOW THEM TO TRAVEL." AND TRULY HE DID NOT SPEAK FALSELY IN SAYING SO; FOR THAT FESTIVAL, WHICH WE CALL PENTECOST, DID THEN FALL OUT TO BE THE NEXT DAY TO THE SABBATH. NOR IS IT LAWFUL FOR US TO JOURNEY, EITHER ON THE SABBATH DAY, OR ON A FESTIVAL DAY BUT WHEN ANTIOCHUS JOINED BATTLE WITH ARSACES, THE KING OF PARTHIN, HE LOST A GREAT PART OF HIS ARMY, AND WAS HIMSELF SLAIN; AND HIS BROTHER DEMETRIUS SUCCEEDED IN THE KINGDOM OF SYRIA, BY THE PERMISSION OF ARSACES, WHO FREED HIM FROM HIS CAPTIVITY AT THE SAME TIME THAT ANTIOCHUS ATTACKED PARTHIN, AS WE HAVE FORMERLY RELATED ELSEWHERE.
CHAPTER 9. HOW, AFTER THE DEATH OF ANTIOCHUS, HYRCANUS MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST SYRIA, AND MADE A LEAGUE WITH THE ROMANS. CONCERNING THE DEATH OF KING DEMETRIUS AND ALEXANDER. 
1. BUT WHEN HYRCANUS HEARD OF THE DEATH OF ANTIOCHUS, HE PRESENTLY MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE CITIES OF SYRIA, HOPING TO FIND THEM DESTITUTE OF FIGHTING MEN, AND OF SUCH AS WERE ABLE TO DEFEND THEM. HOWEVER, IT WAS NOT TILL THE SIXTH MONTH THAT HE TOOK MEDABA, AND THAT NOT WITHOUT THE GREATEST DISTRESS OF HIS ARMY. AFTER THIS HE TOOK SAMEGA, AND THE NEIGHBORING PLACES; AND BESIDES THESE, SHECHEM AND GERIZZIM, AND THE NATION OF THE CUTHEANS, WHO DWELT AT THE TEMPLE WHICH RESEMBLED THAT TEMPLE WHICH WAS AT JERUSALEM, AND WHICH ALEXANDER PERMITTED SANBALLAT, THE GENERAL OF HIS ARMY, TO BUILD FOR THE SAKE OF MANASSEH, WHO WAS SON-IN-LAW TO JADDUA THE HIGH PRIEST, AS WE HAVE FORMERLY RELATED; WHICH TEMPLE WAS NOW DESERTED TWO HUNDRED YEARS AFTER IT WAS BUILT. HYRCANUS TOOK ALSO DORA AND MARISSA, CITIES OF IDUMEA, AND SUBDUED ALL THE IDUMEANS; AND PERMITTED THEM TO STAY IN THAT COUNTRY, IF THEY WOULD CIRCUMCISE THEIR GENITALS, AND MAKE USE OF THE LAWS OF THE JEWS; AND THEY WERE SO DESIROUS OF LIVING IN THE COUNTRY OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, THAT THEY SUBMITTED TO THE USE OF CIRCUMCISION, AND OF THE REST OF THE JEWISH WAYS OF LIVING; AT WHICH TIME THEREFORE THIS BEFELL THEM, THAT THEY WERE HEREAFTER NO OTHER THAN JEWS. 
2. BUT HYRCANUS THE HIGH PRIEST WAS DESIROUS TO RENEW THAT LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP THEY HAD WITH THE ROMANS. ACCORDINGLY, HE SENT AN EMBASSAGE TO THEM; AND WHEN THE SENATE HAD RECEIVED THEIR EPISTLE, THEY MADE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH THEM, AFTER THE MANNER FOLLOWING: "FANIUS, THE SON OF MARCUS, THE PRAETOR, GATHERED THE SENATE TOGETHER ON THE EIGHTH DAY BEFORE THE IDES OF FEBRUARY, IN THE SENATE-HOUSE, WHEN LUCIUS MANLIUS, THE SON OF LUCIUS, OF THE MENTINE TRIBE, AND CAIUS SEMPRONIUS, THE SON OF CAIUS, OF THE FALERNIAN TRIBE, WERE PRESENT. THE OCCASION WAS, THAT THE AMBASSADORS SENT BY THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS SIMON, THE SON OF DOSITHEUS, AND APOLLONIUS, THE SON OF ALEXANDER, AND DIODORUS, THE SON OF JASON, WHO WERE GOOD AND VIRTUOUS MEN, HAD SOMEWHAT TO PROPOSE ABOUT THAT LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE WHICH SUBSISTED BETWEEN THEM AND THE ROMANS, AND ABOUT OTHER PUBLIC AFFAIRS, WHO DESIRED THAT JOPPA, AND THE HAVENS, AND GAZARA, AND THE SPRINGS [OF JORDAN], AND THE SEVERAL OTHER CITIES AND COUNTRIES OF THEIRS, WHICH ANTIOCHUS HAD TAKEN FROM THEM IN THE WAR, CONTRARY TO THE DECREE OF THE SENATE, MIGHT BE RESTORED TO THEM; AND THAT IT MIGHT NOT BE LAWFUL FOR THE KING'S TROOPS TO PASS THROUGH THEIR COUNTRY, AND THE COUNTRIES OF THOSE THAT ARE SUBJECT TO THEM; AND THAT WHAT ATTEMPTS ANTIOCHUS HAD MADE DURING THAT WAR, WITHOUT THE DECREE OF THE SENATE, MIGHT BE MADE VOID; AND THAT THEY WOULD SEND AMBASSADORS, WHO SHOULD TAKE CARE THAT RESTITUTION BE MADE THEM OF WHAT ANTIOCHUS HAD TAKEN FROM THEM, AND THAT THEY SHOULD MAKE AN ESTIMATE OF THE COUNTRY THAT HAD BEEN LAID WASTE IN THE WAR; AND THAT THEY WOULD GRANT THEM LETTERS OF PROTECTION TO THE KINGS AND FREE PEOPLE, IN ORDER TO THEIR QUIET RETURN HOME. IT WAS THEREFORE DECREED, AS TO THESE POINTS, TO RENEW THEIR LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE WITH THESE GOOD MEN, AND WHO WERE SENT BY A GOOD AND A FRIENDLY PEOPLE." BUT AS TO THE LETTERS DESIRED, THEIR ANSWER WAS, THAT THE SENATE WOULD CONSULT ABOUT THAT MATTER WHEN THEIR OWN AFFAIRS WOULD GIVE THEM LEAVE; AND THAT THEY WOULD ENDEAVOR, FOR THE TIME TO COME, THAT NO LIKE INJURY SHOULD BE DONE TO THEM; AND THAT THEIR PRAETOR FANIUS SHOULD GIVE THEM MONEY OUT OF THE PUBLIC TREASURY TO BEAR THEIR EXPENSES HOME. AND THUS, DID FANIUS DISMISS THE JEWISH AMBASSADORS, AND GAVE THEM MONEY OUT OF THE PUBLIC TREASURY; AND GAVE THE DECREE OF THE SENATE TO THOSE THAT WERE TO CONDUCT THEM, AND TO TAKE CARE THAT THEY SHOULD RETURN HOME IN SAFETY. 
3. AND THUS STOOD THE AFFAIRS OF HYRCANUS THE HIGH PRIEST. BUT AS FOR KING DEMETRIUS, WHO HAD A MIND TO MAKE WAR AGAINST HYRCANUS, THERE WAS NO OPPORTUNITY NOR ROOM FOR IT, WHILE BOTH THE SYRIANS AND THE SOLDIERS BARE ILL-WILL TO HIM, BECAUSE HE WAS AN ILL MAN. BUT WHEN THEY HAD SENT AMBASSADORS TO PTOLEMY, WHO WAS CALLED PHYSCON, THAT HE WOULD SEND THEM ONE OF THE FAMILY AT SELEUEUS, IN ORDER TO TAKE THE KINGDOM, AND HE HAD SENT THEM ALEXANDER, WHO WAS CALLED ZEBINA, WITH AN ARMY, AND THERE HAD BEEN A BATTLE BETWEEN THEM, DEMETRIUS WAS BEATEN IN THE FIGHT, AND FLED TO CLEOPATRA HIS WIFE, TO PTOLEMAIS; BUT HIS WIFE WOULD NOT RECEIVE HIM. HE WENT THENCE TO TYRE, AND WAS THERE CAUGHT; AND WHEN HE HAD SUFFERED MUCH FROM HIS ENEMIES BEFORE HIS DEATH, HE WAS SLAIN BY THEM. SO, ALEXANDER TOOK THE KINGDOM, AND MADE A LEAGUE WITH HYRCANUS, WHO YET, WHEN HE AFTERWARD FOUGHT WITH ANTIOCHUS THE SON OF DEMETRIUS, WHO WAS CALLED GRYPUS, WAS ALSO BEATEN IN THE FIGHT, AND SLAIN.
CHAPTER 10. HOW UPON THE QUARREL BETWEEN ANTIOCHUS GRYPUS AND ANTIOCHUS CYZICENUS ABOUT THE KINGDOM HYRCANUS TOOK SAMARIA, AND UTTERLY DEMOLISHED IT; AND HOW HYRCAUS JOINED HIMSELF TO THE SECT OF THE SADDUCEES, AND LEFT THAT OF THE PHARISEES. 
1. WHEN ANTIOCHUS HAD TAKEN THE KINGDOM, HE WAS AFRAID TO MAKE WAR AGAINST JUDEA, BECAUSE HE HEARD THAT HIS BROTHER BY THE SAME MOTHER, WHO WAS ALSO CALLED ANTIOCHUS, WAS RAISING AN ARMY AGAINST HIM OUT OF CYZICUM; SO HE STAID IN HIS OWN LAND, AND RESOLVED TO PREPARE HIMSELF FOR THE ATTACK HE EXPECTED FROM HIS BROTHER, WHO WAS CALLED CYZICENUS, BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN BROUGHT UP IN THAT CITY. HE WAS THE SON OF ANTIOCHUS THAT WAS CALLED SOTER, WHO DIED IN PARTHIA. HE WAS THE BROTHER OF DEMETRIUS, THE FATHER OF GRYPUS; FOR IT HAD SO HAPPENED, THAT ONE AND THE SAME CLEOPATRA WAS MARRIED TO TWO WHO WERE BRETHREN, AS WE HAVE RELATED ELSEWHERE. BUT ANTIOCHUS CYZICENUS COMING INTO SYRIA, CONTINUED MANY YEARS AT WAR WITH HIS BROTHER. NOW HYRCANUS LIVED ALL THIS WHILE IN PEACE; FOR AFTER THE DEATH OF ANTLOCHUS, HE REVOLTED FROM THE MACEDONIANS, NOR DID HE ANY LONGER PAY THEM THE LEAST REGARD, EITHER AS THEIR SUBJECT OR THEIR FRIEND; BUT HIS AFFAIRS WERE IN A VERY IMPROVING AND FLOURISHING CONDITION IN THE TIMES OF ALEXANDER ZEBINA, AND ESPECIALLY UNDER THESE BRETHREN, FOR THE WAR WHICH THEY HAD WITH ONE ANOTHER GAVE HYRCANUS THE OPPORTUNITY OF ENJOYING HIMSELF IN JUDEA QUIETLY, INSOMUCH THAT HE GOT AN IMMENSE QUANTITY OF MONEY. HOW EVER, WHEN ANTIOCHUS CYZICENUS DISTRESSED HIS LAND, HE THEN OPENLY SHOWED WHAT HE MEANT. AND WHEN HE SAW THAT ANTIOCHUS WAS DESTITUTE OF EGYPTIAN AUXILIARIES, AND THAT BOTH HE AND HIS BROTHER WERE IN AN ILL CONDITION IN THE STRUGGLES THEY HAD ONE WITH ANOTHER, HE DESPISED THEM BOTH. 
2. SO HE MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST SAMARIA WHICH WAS A VERY STRONG CITY; OF WHOSE PRESENT NAME SEBASTE, AND ITS REBUILDING BY HEROD, WE SHALL SPEAK AT A PROPER TIME; BUT HE MADE HIS ATTACK AGAINST IT, AND BESIEGED IT WITH A GREAT DEAL OF PAINS; FOR HE WAS GREATLY DISPLEASED WITH THE SAMARITANS FOR THE INJURIES THEY HAD DONE TO THE PEOPLE OF MERISSA, A COLONY OF THE JEWS, AND CONFEDERATE WITH THEM, AND THIS IN COMPLIANCE TO THE KINGS OF SYRIA. WHEN HE HAD THEREFORE DRAWN A DITCH, AND BUILT A DOUBLE WALL [A] ROUND THE CITY, WHICH WAS FOURSCORE FURLONGS LONG, HE SET HIS SONS ANTIGONUS AND ARISROBULNA OVER THE SIEGE; WHICH BROUGHT THE SAMARITANS TO THAT GREAT DISTRESS BY FAMINE, THAT THEY WERE FORCED TO EAT WHAT USED NOT TO BE EATEN, AND TO CALL FOR ANTIOCHUS CYZICENUS TO HELP THEM, WHO CAME READILY TO THEIR ASSISTANCE, BUT WAS BEATEN BY ARISTOBULUS; AND WHEN HE WAS PURSUED AS FAR AS SCYTHOPOLIS BY THE TWO BRETHREN, HE GOT AWAY. SO, THEY RETURNED TO SAMARIA, AND SHUT THEM AGAIN WITHIN THE WALL, TILL THEY WERE FORCED TO SEND FOR THE SAME ANTIOCHUS A SECOND TIME TO HELP THEM, WHO PROCURED ABOUT SIX THOUSAND MEN FROM PTOLEMY LATHYRUS, WHICH WERE SENT THEM WITHOUT HIS MOTHER'S CONSENT, WHO HAD THEN IN A MANNER TURNED HIM OUT OF HIS GOVERNMENT. WITH THESE EGYPTIANS ANTIOCHUS DID AT FIRST OVERRUN AND RAVAGE THE COUNTRY OF HYRCANUS AFTER THE MANNER OF A ROBBER, FOR HE DURST NOT MEET HIM IN THE FACE TO FIGHT WITH HIM, AS NOT HAVING AN ARMY SUFFICIENT FOR THAT PURPOSE, BUT ONLY FROM THIS SUPPOSAL, THAT BY THUS HARASSING HIS LAND HE SHOULD FORCE HYRCANUS TO RAISE THE SIEGE OF SAMARIA; BUT BECAUSE HE FELL INTO SNARES, AND LOST MANY OF HIS SOLDIERS THEREIN, HE WENT AWAY TO TRIPOLI, AND COMMITTED THE PROSECUTION OF THE WAR AGAINST THE JEWS TO CALLIMANDER AND EPICRATES. 
3. BUT AS TO CALLIMANDER, HE ATTACKED THE ENEMY TOO RASHLY, AND WAS PUT TO FLIGHT, AND DESTROYED IMMEDIATELY; AND AS TO EPICRATES, HE WAS SUCH A LOVER OF MONEY, THAT HE OPENLY BETRAYED SCYTHOPOLIS, AND OTHER PLACES NEAR IT, TO THE JEWS, BUT WAS NOT ABLE TO MAKE THEM RAISE THE SIEGE OF SAMARIA. AND WHEN HYRCANUS HAD TAKEN THAT CITY, WHICH WAS NOT DONE TILL AFTER A YEAR'S SIEGE, HE WAS NOT CONTENTED WITH DOING THAT ONLY, BUT HE DEMOLISHED IT ENTIRELY, AND BROUGHT RIVULETS TO IT TO DROWN IT, FOR HE DUG SUCH HOLLOWS AS MIGHT LET THE WATER RUN UNDER IT; NAY, HE TOOK AWAY THE VERY MARKS THAT THERE HAD EVER BEEN SUCH A CITY THERE. NOW A VERY SURPRISING THING IS RELATED OF THIS HIGH PRIEST HYRCANUS, HOW GOD CAME TO DISCOURSE WITH HIM; FOR THEY SAY THAT ON THE VERY SAME DAY ON WHICH HIS SONS FOUGHT WITH ANTIOCHUS CYZICENUS, HE WAS ALONE IN THE TEMPLE, AS HIGH PRIEST, OFFERING INCENSE, AND HEARD A VOICE, THAT HIS SONS HAD JUST THEN OVERCOME ANTIOCHUS. AND THIS HE OPENLY DECLARED BEFORE ALL THE MULTITUDE UPON HIS COMING OUT OF THE TEMPLE; AND IT ACCORDINGLY PROVED TRUE; AND IN THIS POSTURE WERE THE AFFAIRS OF HYRCANUS. 
4. NOW IT HAPPENED AT THIS TIME, THAT NOT ONLY THOSE JEWS WHO WERE AT JERUSALEM AND IN JUDEA WERE IN PROSPERITY, BUT ALSO THOSE OF THEM THAT WERE AT ALEXANDRIA, AND IN EGYPT AND CYPRUS; FOR CLEOPATRA THE QUEEN WAS AT VARIANCE WITH HER SON PTOLEMY, WHO WAS CALLED LATHYRUS, AND APPOINTED FOR HER GENERALS CHELCIAS AND ANANIAS, THE SONS OF THAT ONIAS WHO BUILT THE TEMPLE IN THE PREFECTURE OF HELIOPOLIS, LIKE TO THAT AT JERUSALEM, AS WE HAVE ELSEWHERE RELATED. CLEOPATRA INTRUSTED THESE MEN WITH HER ARMY, AND DID NOTHING WITHOUT THEIR ADVICE, AS STRABO OF CAPPADOCIA ATTESTS, WHEN HE SAITH THUS, "NOW THE GREATER PART, BOTH THOSE THAT CAME TO CYPRUS WITH US, AND THOSE THAT WERE SENT AFTERWARD THITHER, REVOLTED TO PTOLEMY IMMEDIATELY; ONLY THOSE THAT WERE CALLED ONIAS'S PARTY, BEING JEWS, CONTINUED FAITHFUL, BECAUSE THEIR COUNTRYMEN CHELCIAS AND ANANIAS WERE IN CHIEF FAVOR WITH THE QUEEN." THESE ARE THE WORDS OF STRABO. 
5. HOWEVER, THIS PROSPEROUS STATE OF AFFAIRS MOVED THE JEWS TO ENVY HYRCANUS; BUT THEY THAT WERE THE WORST DISPOSED TO HIM WERE THE PHARISEES, WHO WERE ONE OF THE SECTS OF THE JEWS, AS WE HAVE INFORMED YOU ALREADY. THESE HAVE SO GREAT A POWER OVER THE MULTITUDE, THAT WHEN THEY SAY ANY THING AGAINST THE KING, OR AGAINST THE HIGH PRIEST, THEY ARE PRESENTLY BELIEVED. NOW HYRCANUS WAS A DISCIPLE OF THEIRS, AND GREATLY BELOVED BY THEM. AND WHEN HE ONCE INVITED THEM TO A FEAST, AND ENTERTAINED THEM VERY KINDLY, WHEN HE SAW THEM IN A GOOD HUMOR, HE BEGAN TO SAY TO THEM, THAT THEY KNEW HE WAS DESIROUS TO BE A RIGHTEOUS MAN, AND TO DO ALL THINGS WHEREBY HE MIGHT PLEASE GOD, WHICH WAS THE PROFESSION OF THE PHARISEES ALSO. HOWEVER, HE DESIRED, THAT IF THEY OBSERVED HIM OFFENDING IN ANY POINT, AND GOING OUT OF THE RIGHT WAY, THEY WOULD CALL HIM BACK AND CORRECT HIM. ON WHICH OCCASION THEY ATTESTED TO HIS BEING ENTIRELY VIRTUOUS; WITH WHICH COMMENDATION HE WAS WELL PLEASED. BUT STILL THERE WAS ONE OF HIS GUESTS THERE, WHOSE NAME WAS ELEAZAR, A MAN OF AN ILL TEMPER, AND DELIGHTING IN SEDITIOUS PRACTICES. THIS MAN SAID," SINCE THOU DESIREST TO KNOW THE TRUTH, IF THOU WILT BE RIGHTEOUS IN EARNEST, LAY DOWN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND CONTENT THYSELF WITH THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE," AND WHEN HE DESIRED TO KNOW FOR WHAT CAUSE HE OUGHT TO LAY DOWN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, THE OTHER REPLIED, "WE HAVE HEARD IT FROM OLD MEN, THAT THY MOTHER HAD BEEN A CAPTIVE UNDER THE REIGN OF ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES. " THIS STORY WAS FALSE, AND HYRCANUS WAS PROVOKED AGAINST HIM; AND ALL THE PHARISEES HAD A VERY GREAT INDIGNATION AGAINST HIM. 
6. NOW THERE WAS ONE JONATHAN, A VERY GREAT FRIEND OF HYRCANUS'S, BUT OF THE SECT OF THE SADDUCEES, WHOSE NOTIONS ARE QUITE CONTRARY TO THOSE OF THE PHARISEES. HE TOLD HYRCANUS THAT ELEAZAR HAD CAST SUCH A REPROACH UPON HIM, ACCORDING TO THE COMMON SENTIMENTS OF ALL THE PHARISEES, AND THAT THIS WOULD BE MADE MANIFEST IF HE WOULD BUT ASK THEM THE QUESTION, WHAT PUNISHMENT THEY THOUGHT THIS MAN DESERVED? FOR THAT HE MIGHT DEPEND UPON IT, THAT THE REPROACH WAS NOT LAID ON HIM WITH THEIR APPROBATION, IF THEY WERE FOR PUNISHING HIM AS HIS CRIME DESERVED. SO, THE PHARISEES MADE ANSWER, THAT HE DESERVED STRIPES AND BONDS, BUT THAT IT DID NOT SEEM RIGHT TO PUNISH REPROACHES WITH DEATH. AND INDEED, THE PHARISEES, EVEN UPON OTHER OCCASIONS, ARE NOT APT TO BE SEVERE IN PUNISHMENTS. AT THIS GENTLE SENTENCE, HYRCANUS WAS VERY ANGRY, AND THOUGHT THAT THIS MAN REPROACHED HIM BY THEIR APPROBATION. IT WAS THIS JONATHAN WHO CHIEFLY IRRITATED HIM, AND INFLUENCED HIM SO FAR, THAT HE MADE HIM LEAVE THE PARTY OF THE PHARISEES, AND ABOLISH THE DECREES THEY HAD IMPOSED ON THE PEOPLE, AND TO PUNISH THOSE THAT OBSERVED THEM. FROM THIS SOURCE AROSE THAT HATRED WHICH HE AND HIS SONS MET WITH FROM THE MULTITUDE: BUT OF THESE MATTERS WE SHALL SPEAK HEREAFTER. WHAT I WOULD NOW EXPLAIN IS THIS, THAT THE PHARISEES HAVE DELIVERED TO THE PEOPLE A GREAT MANY OBSERVANCES BY SUCCESSION FROM THEIR FATHERS, WHICH ARE NOT WRITTEN IN THE LAWS OF MOSES; AND FOR THAT REASON IT IS THAT THE SADDUCEES REJECT THEM, AND SAY THAT WE ARE TO ESTEEM THOSE OBSERVANCES TO BE OBLIGATORY WHICH ARE IN THE WRITTEN WORD, BUT ARE NOT TO OBSERVE WHAT ARE DERIVED FROM THE TRADITION OF OUR FOREFATHERS. AND CONCERNING THESE THINGS IT IS THAT GREAT DISPUTES AND DIFFERENCES HAVE ARISEN AMONG THEM, WHILE THE SADDUCEES ARE ABLE TO PERSUADE NONE BUT THE RICH, AND HAVE NOT THE POPULACE OBSEQUIOUS TO THEM, BUT THE PHARISEES HAVE THE MULTITUDE ON THEIR SIDE. BUT ABOUT THESE TWO SECTS, AND THAT OF THE ESSENS, I HAVE TREATED ACCURATELY IN THE SECOND BOOK OF JEWISH AFFAIRS. 
7. BUT WHEN HYRCANUS HAD PUT AN END TO THIS SEDITION, HE AFTER THAT LIVED HAPPILY, AND ADMINISTERED THE GOVERNMENT IN THE BEST MANNER FOR THIRTY-ONE YEARS, AND THEN DIED, LEAVING BEHIND HIM FIVE SONS. HE WAS ESTEEMED BY GOD WORTHY OF THREE OF THE GREATEST PRIVILEGES, - THE GOVERNMENT OF HIS NATION, THE DIGNITY OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND PROPHECY; FOR GOD WAS WITH HIM, AND ENABLED HIM TO KNOW FUTURITIES; AND TO FORETELL THIS IN PARTICULAR, THAT, AS TO HIS TWO ELDEST SONS, HE FORETOLD THAT THEY WOULD NOT LONG CONTINUE IN THE GOVERNMENT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS; WHOSE UNHAPPY CATASTROPHE WILL BE WORTH OUR DESCRIPTION, THAT WE MAY THENCE LEARN HOW VERY MUCH THEY WERE INFERIOR TO THEIR FATHER'S HAPPINESS.
CHAPTER 11. HOW ARISTOBULUS, WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE GOVERNMENT FIRST OF ALL PUT A DIADEM ON HIS HEAD, AND WAS MOST BARBAROUSLY CRUEL TO HIS MOTHER AND HIS BRETHREN; AND HOW, AFTER HE HAD SLAIN ANTIGONUS, HE HIMSELF DIED. 
1. NOW WHEN THEIR FATHER HYRCANUS WAS DEAD, THE ELDEST SON ARISTOBULUS, INTENDING TO CHANGE THE GOVERNMENT INTO A KINGDOM, FOR SO HE RESOLVED TO DO, FIRST OF ALL PUT A DIADEM ON HIS HEAD, FOUR HUNDRED EIGHTY AND ONE YEARS AND THREE MONTHS AFTER THE PEOPLE HAD BEEN DELIVERED FROM THE BABYLONISH SLAVERY, AND WERE RETURNED TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY AGAIN. THIS ARISTOBULUS LOVED HIS NEXT BROTHER ANTIGONUS, AND TREATED HIM AS HIS EQUAL; BUT THE OTHERS HE HELD IN BONDS. HE ALSO CAST HIS MOTHER INTO PRISON, BECAUSE SHE DISPUTED THE GOVERNMENT WITH HIM; FOR HYRCANUS HAD LEFT HER TO BE MISTRESS OF ALL. HE ALSO PROCEEDED TO THAT DEGREE OF BARBARITY, AS TO KILL HER IN PRISON WITH HUNGER; NAY, HE WAS ALIENATED FROM HIS BROTHER ANTIGONUS BY CALUMNIES, AND ADDED HIM TO THE REST WHOM HE SLEW; YET HE SEEMED TO HAVE AN AFFECTION FOR HIM, AND MADE HIM ABOVE THE REST A PARTNER WITH HIM IN THE KINGDOM. THOSE CALUMNIES HE AT FIRST DID NOT GIVE CREDIT TO, PARTLY BECAUSE HE LOVED HIM, AND SO DID NOT GIVE HEED TO WHAT WAS SAID AGAINST HIM, AND PARTLY BECAUSE HE THOUGHT THE REPROACHES WERE DERIVED FROM THE ENVY OF THE RELATERS. BUT WHEN ANTIGONUS WAS ONCE RETURNED FROM THE ARMY, AND THAT FEAST WAS THEN AT HAND WHEN THEY MAKE TABERNACLES TO [THE HONOR OF GOD,] IT HAPPENED THAT ARLSTOBULUS WAS FALLEN SICK, AND THAT ANTIGONUS WENT UP MOST SPLENDIDLY ADORNED, AND WITH HIS SOLDIERS ABOUT HIM IN THEIR ARMOR, TO THE TEMPLE TO CELEBRATE THE FEAST, AND TO PUT UP MANY PRAYERS FOR THE RECOVERY OF HIS BROTHER, WHEN SOME WICKED PERSONS, WHO HAD A GREAT MIND TO RAISE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE BRETHREN, MADE USE OF THIS OPPORTUNITY OF THE POMPOUS APPEARANCE OF ANTIGONUS, AND OF THE GREAT ACTIONS WHICH HE HAD DONE, AND WENT TO THE KING, AND SPITEFULLY AGGRAVATED THE POMPOUS SHOW OF HIS AT THE FEAST, AND PRETENDED THAT ALL THESE CIRCUMSTANCES WERE NOT LIKE THOSE OF A PRIVATE PERSON; THAT THESE ACTIONS WERE INDICATIONS OF AN AFFECTATION OF ROYAL AUTHORITY; AND THAT HIS COMING WITH A STRONG BODY OF MEN MUST BE WITH AN INTENTION TO KILL HIM; AND THAT HIS WAY OF REASONING WAS THIS: THAT IT WAS A SILLY THING IN HIM, WHILE IT WAS IN HIS POWER TO REIGN HIMSELF, TO LOOK UPON IT AS A GREAT FAVOR THAT HE WAS HONORED WITH A LOWER DIGNITY BY HIS BROTHER. 
2. ARISTOBULUS YIELDED TO THESE IMPUTATIONS, BUT TOOK CARE BOTH THAT HIS BROTHER SHOULD NOT SUSPECT HIM, AND THAT HE HIMSELF MIGHT NOT RUN THE HAZARD OF HIS OWN SAFETY; SO HE ORDERED HIS GUARDS TO LIE IN A CERTAIN PLACE THAT WAS UNDER GROUND, AND DARK; (HE HIMSELF THEN LYING SICK IN THE TOWER WHICH WAS CALLED ANTONIA;) AND HE COMMANDED THEM, THAT IN CASE ANTIGONUS CAME IN TO HIM UNARMED, THEY SHOULD NOT TOUCH ANY BODY, BUT IF ARMED, THEY SHOULD KILL HIM; YET DID HE SEND TO ANTIGONUS, AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD COME UNARMED; BUT THE QUEEN, AND THOSE THAT JOINED WITH HER IN THE PLOT AGAINST ANTIGONUS, PERSUADED THE MESSENGER TO TELL HIM THE DIRECT CONTRARY: HOW HIS BROTHER HAD HEARD THAT HE HAD MADE HIMSELF A FINE SUIT OF ARMOR FOR WAR, AND DESIRED HIM TO COME TO HIM IN THAT ARMOR, THAT HE MIGHT SEE HOW FINE IT WAS. SO ANTIGONUS SUSPECTING NO TREACHERY, BUT DEPENDING ON THE GOOD-WILL OF HIS BROTHER, CAME TO ARISTOBULUS ARMED, AS HE USED TO BE, WITH HIS ENTIRE ARMOR, IN ORDER TO SHOW IT TO HIM; BUT WHEN HE WAS COME TO A PLACE WHICH WAS CALLED STRATO'S TOWER, WHERE THE PASSAGE HAPPENED TO BE EXCEEDING DARK, THE GUARDS SLEW HIM; WHICH DEATH OF HIS DEMONSTRATES THAT NOTHING IS STRONGER THAN ENVY AND CALUMNY, AND THAT NOTHING DOES MORE CERTAINLY DIVIDE THE GOOD-WILL AND NATURAL AFFECTIONS OF MEN THAN THOSE PASSIONS. BUT HERE ONE MAY TAKE OCCASION TO WONDER AT ONE JUDAS, WHO WAS OF THE SECT OF THE ESSENS, AND WHO NEVER MISSED THE TRUTH IN HIS PREDICTIONS; FOR THIS MAN, WHEN HE SAW ANTIGONUS PASSING BY THE TEMPLE, CRIED OUT TO HIS COMPANIONS AND FRIENDS, WHO ABODE WITH HIM AS HIS SCHOLARS, IN ORDER TO LEARN THE ART OF FORETELLING THINGS TO COME?" THAT IT WAS GOOD FOR HIM TO DIE NOW, SINCE HE HAD SPOKEN FALSELY ABOUT ANTIGONUS, WHO IS STILL ALIVE, AND I SEE HIM PASSING BY, ALTHOUGH HE HAD FORETOLD HE SHOULD DIE AT THE PLACE CALLED STRATO'S TOWER THAT VERY DAY, WHILE YET THE PLACE IS SIX HUNDRED FURLONGS OFF, WHERE HE HAD FORETOLD HE SHOULD BE SLAIN; AND STILL THIS DAY IS A GREAT PART OF IT ALREADY PAST, SO THAT HE WAS IN DANGER OF PROVING A FALSE PROPHET." AS HE WAS SAYING THIS, AND THAT IN A MELANCHOLY MOOD, THE NEWS CAME THAT ANTIGONUS WAS SLAIN IN A PLACE UNDER GROUND, WHICH ITSELF WAS CALLED ALSO STRATO'S TOWER, OR OF THE SAME NAME WITH THAT CESAREA WHICH IS SEATED AT THE SEA. THIS EVENT PUT THE PROPHET INTO A GREAT DISORDER. 
3. BUT ARISTOBULUS REPENTED IMMEDIATELY OF THIS SLAUGHTER OF HIS BROTHER; ON WHICH ACCOUNT HIS DISEASE INCREASED UPON HIM, AND HE WAS DISTURBED IN HIS MIND, UPON THE GUILT OF SUCH WICKEDNESS, INSOMUCH THAT HIS ENTRAILS WERE CORRUPTED BY HIS INTOLERABLE PAIN, AND HE VOMITED BLOOD: AT WHICH TIME ONE OF THE SERVANTS THAT ATTENDED UPON HIM, AND WAS CARRYING HIS BLOOD AWAY, DID, BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE, AS I CANNOT BUT SUPPOSE, SLIP DOWN, AND SHED PART OF HIS BLOOD AT THE VERY PLACE WHERE THERE WERE SPOTS OF ANTIGONUS'S BLOOD, THERE SLAIN, STILL REMAINING; AND WHEN THERE WAS A CRY MADE BY THE SPECTATORS, AS IF THE SERVANT HAD ON PURPOSE SHED THE BLOOD ON THAT PLACE, ARISTOBULUS HEARD IT, AND INQUIRED WHAT THE MATTER WAS; AND AS THEY DID NOT ANSWER HIM, HE WAS THE MORE EARNEST TO KNOW WHAT IT WAS, IT BEING NATURAL TO MEN TO SUSPECT THAT WHAT IS THUS CONCEALED IS VERY BAD: SO UPON HIS THREATENING, AND FORCING THEM BY TERRORS TO SPEAK, THEY AT LENGTH TOLD HIM THE TRUTH; WHEREUPON HE SHED MANY TEARS, IN THAT DISORDER OF MIND WHICH AROSE FROM HIS CONSCIOUSNESS OF WHAT HE HAD DONE, AND GAVE A DEEP GROAN, AND SAID, "I AM NOT THEREFORE, I PERCEIVE, TO BE CONCEALED FROM GOD, IN THE IMPIOUS AND HORRID CRIMES I HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF; BUT A SUDDEN PUNISHMENT IS COMING UPON ME FOR THE SHEDDING THE BLOOD OF MY RELATIONS. AND NOW, O THOU MOST IMPUDENT BODY OF MINE, HOW LONG WILT THOU RETAIN A SOUL THAT OUGHT TO DIE, IN ORDER TO APPEASE THE GHOSTS OF MY BROTHER AND MY MOTHER? WHY DOST THOU NOT GIVE IT ALL UP AT ONCE? AND WHY DO I DELIVER UP MY BLOOD DROP BY DROP TO THOSE WHOM I HAVE SO WICKEDLY MURDERED?" IN SAYING WHICH LAST WORDS, HE DIED, HAVING REIGNED A YEAR. HE WAS CALLED A LOVER OF THE GRECIANS; AND HAD CONFERRED MANY BENEFITS ON HIS OWN COUNTRY, AND MADE WAR AGAINST ITUREA, AND ADDED A GREAT PART OF IT TO JUDEA, AND COMPELLED THE INHABITANTS, IF THEY WOULD CONTINUE IN THAT COUNTRY, TO BE CIRCUMCISED, AND TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE JEWISH LAWS. HE WAS NATURALLY A MAN OF CANDOR, AND OF GREAT MODESTY, AS STRABO BEARS WITNESS, IN THE NAME OF TIMAGENES; WHO SAYS THUS: "THIS MAN WAS A PERSON OF CANDOR, AND VERY SERVICEABLE TO THE JEWS; FOR HE ADDED A COUNTRY TO THEM, AND OBTAINED A PART OF THE NATION OF THE ITUREANS FOR THEM, AND BOUND THEM TO THEM BY THE BOND OF THE CIRCUMCISION OF THEIR GENITALS."
CHAPTER 12. HOW ALEXANDER WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE GOVERNMENT MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST PTOLEMAIS, AND THEN RAISED THE SIEGE OUT OF FEAR OF PTOLEMY LATHYRUS; AND HOW PTOLEMY MADE WAR AGAINST HIM, BECAUSE HE HAD SENT TO CLEOPATRA TO PERSUADE HER TO MAKE WAR AGAINST PTOLEMY, AND YET PRETENDED TO BE IN FRIENDSHIP WITH HIM, WHEN HE BEAT THE JEWS IN THE BATTLE. 
1. WHEN ARISTOBULUS WAS DEAD, HIS WIFE SALOME, WHO, BY THE GREEKS, WAS CALLED ALEXANDRA, LET HIS BRETHREN OUT OF PRISON, (FOR ARISTOBULUS HAD KEPT THEM IN BONDS, AS WE HAVE SAID ALREADY,) AND MADE ALEXANDER JANNEUS KING, WHO WAS THE SUPERIOR IN AGE AND IN MODERATION. THIS CHILD HAPPENED TO BE HATED BY HIS FATHER AS SOON AS HE WAS BORN, AND COULD NEVER BE PERMITTED TO COME INTO HIS FATHER'S SIGHT TILL HE DIED. THE OCCASION OF WHICH HATRED IS THUS REPORTED: WHEN HYRCANUS CHIEFLY LOVED THE TWO ELDEST OF HIS SONS, ANTIGONUS AND ARISTOBUTUS, GOD APPEARED TO HIM IN HIS SLEEP, OF WHOM HE INQUIRED WHICH OF HIS SONS SHOULD BE HIS SUCCESSOR. UPON GOD'S REPRESENTING TO HIM THE COUNTENANCE OF ALEXANDER, HE WAS GRIEVED THAT HE WAS TO BE THE HEIR OF ALL HIS GOODS, AND SUFFERED HIM TO BE BROUGHT UP IN GALILEE HOWEVER, GOD DID NOT DECEIVE HYRCANUS; FOR AFTER THE DEATH OF ARISTOBULUS, HE CERTAINLY TOOK THE KINGDOM; AND ONE OF HIS BRETHREN, WHO AFFECTED THE KINGDOM, HE SLEW; AND THE OTHER, WHO CHOSE TO LIVE A PRIVATE AND QUIET LIFE, HE HAD IN ESTEEM. 
2. WHEN ALEXANDER JANNEUS HAD SETTLED THE GOVERNMENT IN THE MANNER THAT HE JUDGED BEST, HE MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST PTOLEMAIS; AND HAVING OVERCOME THE MEN IN BATTLE, HE SHUT THEM UP IN THE CITY, AND SAT ROUND ABOUT IT, AND BESIEGED IT; FOR OF THE MARITIME CITIES THERE REMAINED ONLY PTOLEMAIS AND GAZA TO BE CONQUERED, BESIDES STRATO'S TOWER AND DORA, WHICH WERE HELD BY THE TYRANT ZOILUS. NOW WHILE ANTIOCHUS PHILOMETOR, AND ANTIOCHUS WHO WAS CALLED CYZICENUS, WERE MAKING WAR ONE AGAINST ANOTHER, AND DESTROYING ONE ANOTHER'S ARMIES, THE PEOPLE OF PTOLEMAIS COULD HAVE NO ASSISTANCE FROM THEM; BUT WHEN THEY WERE DISTRESSED WITH THIS SIEGE, ZOILUS, WHO POSSESSED STRATO'S TOWER AND DORA, AND MAINTAINED A LEGION OF SOLDIERS, AND, ON OCCASION OF THE CONTEST BETWEEN THE KINGS, AFFECTED TYRANNY HIMSELF, CAME AND BROUGHT SOME SMALL ASSISTANCE TO THE PEOPLE OF PTOLEMAIS; NOR INDEED HAD THE KINGS SUCH A FRIENDSHIP FOR THEM, AS THAT THEY SHOULD HOPE FOR ANY ADVANTAGE FROM THEM. BOTH THOSE KINGS WERE IN THE CASE OF WRESTLERS, WHO FINDING THEMSELVES DEFICIENT IN. STRENGTH, AND YET BEING ASHAMED TO YIELD, PUT OFF THE FIGHT BY LAZINESS, AND BY LYING STILL AS LONG AS THEY CAN. THE ONLY HOPE THEY HAD REMAINING WAS FROM THE KINGS OF EGYPT, AND FROM PTOLEMY LATHYRUS, WHO NOW HELD CYPRUS, AND WHO CAME TO CYPRUS WHEN HE WAS DRIVEN FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT BY CLEOPATRA HIS MOTHER. SO, THE PEOPLE OF PTOLEMAIS SENT TO THIS PTOLEMY LATHYRUS, AND DESIRED HIM TO COME AS A CONFEDERATE, TO DELIVER THEM, NOW THEY WERE IN SUCH DANGER, OUT OF THE HANDS OF ALEXANDER. AND AS THE AMBASSADORS GAVE HIM HOPES, THAT IF HE WOULD PASS OVER INTO SYRIA, HE WOULD HAVE THE PEOPLE OF GAZA ON THE SIDE OF THOSE OF PTOLEMAIS; AS ALSO THEY SAID, THAT ZOILUS, AND BESIDES THESE THE SIDONIANS, AND MANY OTHERS, WOULD ASSIST THEM; SO, HE WAS ELEVATED AT THIS, AND GOT HIS FLEET READY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
3. BUT IN THIS INTERVAL DEMENETUS, ONE THAT WAS OF ABILITIES TO PERSUADE MEN TO DO AS HE WOULD HAVE THEM, AND A LEADER OF THE POPULACE, MADE THOSE OF PTOLEMAIS CHANGE THEIR OPINIONS; AND SAID TO THEM, THAT IT WAS BETTER TO RUN THE HAZARD OF BEING SUBJECT TO THE JEWS, THAN TO ADMIT OF EVIDENT SLAVERY BY DELIVERING THEMSELVES UP TO A MASTER; AND BESIDES THAT, TO HAVE NOT ONLY A WAR AT PRESENT, BUT TO EXPECT A MUCH GREATER WAR FROM EGYPT; FOR THAT CLEOPATRA WOULD NOT OVERLOOK AN ARMY RAISED BY PTOLEMY FOR HIMSELF OUT OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD, BUT WOULD COME AGAINST THEM WITH A GREAT ARMY OF HER OWN, AND THIS BECAUSE SHE WAS LABORING TO EJECT HER SON OUT OF CYPRUS ALSO; THAT AS FOR PTOLEMY, IF HE FAIL OF HIS HOPES, HE CAN STILL RETIRE TO CYPRUS, BUT THAT THEY WILL BE LEFT IN THE GREATEST DANGER POSSIBLE. NOW PTOLEMY, ALTHOUGH HE HAD HEARD OF THE CHANGE THAT WAS MADE IN THE PEOPLE OF PTOLEMAIS, YET DID HE STILL GO ON WITH HIS VOYAGE, AND CAME TO THE COUNTRY CALLED SYCAMINE, AND THERE SET HIS ARMY ON SHORE. THIS ARMY OF HIS, IN THE WHOLE HORSE AND FOOT TOGETHER, WERE ABOUT THIRTY THOUSAND, WITH WHICH HE MARCHED NEAR TO PTOLEMAIS, AND THERE PITCHED HIS CAMP. BUT WHEN THE PEOPLE OF PTOLEMAIS NEITHER RECEIVED HIS AMBASSADORS, NOR WOULD HEAR WHAT THEY HAD TO SAY, HE WAS UNDER A VERY GREAT CONCERN. 
4. BUT WHEN ZOILUS AND THE PEOPLE OF GAZA CAME TO HIM, AND DESIRED HIS ASSISTANCE, BECAUSE THEIR COUNTRY WAS LAID WASTE BY THE JEWS, AND BY ALEXANDER, ALEXANDER RAISED THE SIEGE, FOR FEAR OF PTOLEMY: AND WHEN HE HAD DRAWN OFF HIS ARMY INTO HIS OWN COUNTRY, HE USED A STRATAGEM AFTERWARDS, BY PRIVATELY INVITING CLEOPATRA TO COME AGAINST PTOLEMY, BUT PUBLICLY PRETENDING TO DESIRE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE WITH HIM; AND PROMISING TO GIVE HIM FOUR HUNDRED TALENTS OF SILVER, HE DESIRED THAT, BY WAY OF REQUITAL, HE WOULD TAKE OFF ZOILUS THE TYRANT, AND GIVE HIS COUNTRY TO THE JEWS. AND THEN INDEED PTOLEMY, WITH PLEASURE, MADE SUCH A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH ALEXANDER, AND SUBDUED ZOILUS; BUT WHEN HE AFTERWARDS HEARD THAT HE HAD PRIVILY SENT TO CLEOPATRA HIS MOTHER, HE BROKE THE LEAGUE WITH HIM, WHICH YET HE HAD CONFIRMED WITH AN OATH, AND FELL UPON HIM, AND BESIEGED PTOLEMAIS, BECAUSE IT WOULD NOT RECEIVE HIM. HOWEVER, LEAVING HIS GENERALS, WITH SOME PART OF HIS FORCES, TO GO ON WITH THE SIEGE, HE WENT HIMSELF IMMEDIATELY WITH THE REST TO LAY JUDEA WASTE; AND WHEN ALEXANDER UNDERSTOOD THIS TO BE PTOLEMY'S INTENTION, HE ALSO GOT TOGETHER ABOUT FIFTY THOUSAND SOLDIERS OUT OF HIS OWN COUNTRY; NAY, AS SOME WRITERS HAVE SAID, EIGHTY THOUSAND HE THEN TOOK HIS ARMY, AND WENT TO MEET PTOLEMY; BUT PTOLEMY FELL UPON ASOCHIS, A CITY OF GALILEE, AND TOOK IT BY FORCE ON THE SABBATH DAY, AND THERE HE TOOK ABOUT TEN THOUSAND SLAVES, AND A GREAT DEAL OF OTHER PREY. 
5. HE THEN TRIED TO TAKE SEPPHORIS, WHICH WAS A CITY NOT FAR FROM THAT WHICH WAS DESTROYED, BUT LOST MANY OF HIS MEN; YET DID HE THEN GO TO FIGHT WITH ALEXANDER; WHICH ALEXANDER MET HIM AT THE RIVER JORDAN, NEAR A CERTAIN PLACE CALLED SAPHOTH, [NOT FAR FROM THE RIVER JORDAN,] AND PITCHED HIS CAMP NEAR TO THE ENEMY. HE HAD HOWEVER EIGHT THOUSAND IN THE FIRST RANK, WHICH HE STYLED HECATONTOMACHI, HAVING SHIELDS OF BRASS. THOSE IN THE FIRST RANK OF PTOLEMY'S SOLDIERS ALSO HAD SHIELDS COVERED WITH BRASS. BUT PTOLEMY'S SOLDIERS IN OTHER RESPECTS WERE INFERIOR TO THOSE OF ALEXANDER, AND THEREFORE WERE MORE FEARFUL OF RUNNING HAZARDS; BUT PHILOSTEPHANUS, THE CAMPMASTER, PUT GREAT COURAGE INTO THEM, AND ORDERED THEM TO PASS THE RIVER, WHICH WAS BETWEEN THEIR CAMPS. NOR DID ALEXANDER THINK FIT TO HINDER THEIR PASSAGE OVER IT; FOR HE THOUGHT, THAT IF THE ENEMY HAD ONCE GOTTEN THE RIVER ON THEIR BACK, THAT HE SHOULD THE EASIER TAKE THEM PRISONERS, WHEN THEY COULD NOT FLEE OUT OF THE BATTLE: IN THE BEGINNING OF WHICH, THE ACTS ON BOTH SIDES, WITH THEIR HANDS, AND WITH THEIR ALACRITY, WERE ALIKE, AND A GREAT SLAUGHTER WAS MADE BY BOTH THE ARMIES; BUT ALEXANDER WAS SUPERIOR, TILL PHILOSTEPHANUS OPPORTUNELY BROUGHT UP THE AUXILIARIES, TO HELP THOSE THAT WERE GIVING WAY; BUT AS THERE WERE NO AUXILIARIES TO AFFORD HELP TO THAT PART OF THE JEWS THAT GAVE WAY, IT FELL OUT THAT THEY FLED, AND THOSE NEAR THEM DID NO ASSIST THEM, BUT FLED ALONG WITH THEM. HOWEVER, PTOLEMY'S SOLDIERS ACTED QUITE OTHERWISE; FOR THEY FOLLOWED THE JEWS, AND KILLED THEM, TILL AT LENGTH THOSE THAT SLEW THEM PURSUED AFTER THEM WHEN THEY HAD MADE THEM ALL RUN AWAY, AND SLEW THEM SO LONG, THAT THEIR WEAPONS OF IRON WERE BLUNTED, AND THEIR HANDS QUITE TIRED WITH THE SLAUGHTER; FOR THE REPORT WAS, THAT THIRTY THOUSAND MEN WERE THEN SLAIN. TIMAGENES SAYS THEY WERE FIFTY THOUSAND. AS FOR THE REST, THEY WERE PART OF THEM TAKEN CAPTIVES, AND THE OTHER PART RAN AWAY TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY. 
6. AFTER THIS VICTORY, PTOLEMY OVERRAN ALL THE COUNTRY; AND WHEN NIGHT CAME ON, HE, ABODE IN CERTAIN VILLAGES OF JUDEA, WHICH WHEN HE FOUND FULL OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN, HE COMMANDED HIS SOLDIERS TO STRANGLE THEM, AND TO CUT THEM IN PIECES, AND THEN TO CAST THEM INTO BOILING CALDRONS, AND THEN TO DEVOUR THEIR LIMBS AS SACRIFICES. THIS COMMANDMENT WAS GIVEN, THAT SUCH AS FLED FROM THE BATTLE, AND CAME TO THEM, MIGHT SUPPOSE THEIR ENEMIES WERE CANNIBALS, AND EAT MEN'S FLESH, AND MIGHT ON THAT ACCOUNT BE STILL MORE TERRIFIED AT THEM UPON SUCH A SIGHT. AND BOTH STRABO AND NICHOLAUS [OF DAMASCUS] AFFIRM, THAT THEY USED THESE PEOPLE AFTER THIS MANNER, AS I HAVE ALREADY RELATED. PTOLEMY ALSO TOOK PTOLEMAIS BY FORCE, AS WE HAVE DECLARED ELSEWHERE.
CHAPTER 13. HOW ALEXANDER, UPON THE LEAGUE OF MUTUAL DEFENSE WHICH CLEOPATRA HAD AGREED WITH HIM, MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST COELESYRIA, AND UTTERLY OVERTHREW THE CITY OF GAZA; AND HOW HE SLEW MANY TEN-THOUSANDS OF JEWS THAT REBELLED AGAINST HIM. ALSO CONCERNING ANTIOCHUS GRYPUS, SELEUCUS ANTIOCHUS CYZICEIUS, AND ANTIOCHUS PIUS, AND OTHERS. 
1. WHEN CLEOPATRA SAW THAT HER SON WAS GROWN GREAT, AND LAID JUDEA WASTE, WITHOUT DISTURBANCE, AND HAD GOTTEN THE CITY OF GAZA UNDER HIS POWER, SHE RESOLVED NO LONGER TO OVERLOOK WHAT HE DID, WHEN HE WAS ALMOST AT HER GATES; AND SHE CONCLUDED, THAT NOW HE WAS SO MUCH STRONGER THAN BEFORE, HE WOULD BE VERY DESIROUS OF THE DOMINION OVER THE EGYPTIANS; BUT SHE IMMEDIATELY MARCHED AGAINST HIM, WITH A FLEET AT SEA AND AN ARMY OF FOOT ON LAND, AND MADE CHELCIAS AND ANANIAS THE JEWS GENERALS OF HER WHOLE ARMY, WHILE SHE SENT THE GREATEST PART OF HER RICHES, HER GRANDCHILDREN, AND HER TESTAMENT, TO THE PEOPLE OF COS CLEOPATRA ALSO ORDERED HER SON ALEXANDER TO SAIL WITH A GREAT FLEET TO PHOENICIA; AND WHEN THAT COUNTRY HAD REVOLTED, SHE CAME TO PTOLEMAIS; AND BECAUSE THE PEOPLE OF PTOLEMAIS DID NOT RECEIVE HER, SHE BESIEGED THE CITY; BUT PTOLEMY WENT OUT OF SYRIA, AND MADE HASTE UNTO EGYPT, SUPPOSING THAT HE SHOULD FIND IT DESTITUTE OF AN ARMY, AND SOON TAKE IT, THOUGH HE FAILED OF HIS HOPES. AT THIS TIME CHELCIAS, ONE OF CLEOPATRA'S GENERALS, HAPPENED TO DIE IN CELESYRIA, AS HE WAS IN PURSUIT OF PTOLEMY. 
2. WHEN CLEOPATRA HEARD OF HER SON'S ATTEMPT, AND THAT HIS EGYPTIAN EXPEDITION DID NOT SUCCEED ACCORDING TO HIS EXPECTATIONS, SHE SENT THITHER PART OF HER ARMY, AND DROVE HIM OUT OF THAT COUNTRY; SO WHEN HE WAS RETURNED OUT OF EGYPT AGAIN, HE ABODE DURING THE WINTER AT GAZA, IN WHICH TIME CLEOPATRA TOOK THE GARRISON THAT WAS IN PTOLEMAIS BY SIEGE, AS WELL AS THE CITY; AND WHEN ALEXANDER CAME TO HER, HE GAVE HER PRESENTS, AND SUCH MARKS OF RESPECT AS WERE BUT PROPER, SINCE UNDER THE MISERIES HE ENDURED BY PTOLEMY HE HAD NO OTHER REFUGE BUT HER. NOW THERE WERE SOME OF HER FRIENDS WHO PERSUADED HER TO SEIZE ALEXANDER, AND TO OVERRUN AND TAKE POSSESSION OF THE COUNTRY, AND NOT TO SIT STILL AND SEE SUCH A MULTITUDE OF BRAVE JEWS SUBJECT TO ONE MAN. BUT ANANIAS'S COUNSEL WAS CONTRARY TO THEIRS, WHO SAID THAT SHE WOULD DO AN UNJUST ACTION IF SHE DEPRIVED A MAN THAT WAS HER ALLY OF THAT AUTHORITY WHICH BELONGED TO HIM, AND THIS A MAN WHO IS RELATED TO US; "FOR (SAID HE) I WOULD NOT HAVE THEE IGNORANT OF THIS, THAT WHAT IN. JUSTICE THOU DOST TO HIM WILL MAKE ALL US THAT ARE JEWS TO BE THY ENEMIES. THIS DESIRE OF ANANIAS CLEOPATRA COMPLIED WITH, AND DID NO INJURY TO ALEXANDER, BUT MADE A LEAGUE OF MUTUAL ASSISTANCE WITH HIM AT SCYTHOPOLIS, A CITY OF CELESYRIA. 
3. SO WHEN ALEXANDER WAS DELIVERED FROM THE FEAR HE WAS IN OF PTOLEMY, HE PRESENTLY MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST COELESYRIA. HE ALSO TOOK GADARA, AFTER A SIEGE OF TEN MONTHS. HE TOOK ALSO AREATHUS, A VERY STRONG FORTRESS BELONGING TO THE INHABITANTS ABOVE JORDAN, WHERE THEODORUS, THE SON OF ZENO, HAD HIS CHIEF TREASURE, AND WHAT HE ESTEEMED MOST PRECIOUS. THIS ZENO FELL UNEXPECTEDLY UPON THE JEWS, AND SLEW TEN THOUSAND OF THEM, AND SEIZED UPON ALEXANDER'S BAGGAGE. YET DID NOT THIS MISFORTUNE TERRIFY ALEXANDER; BUT HE MADE AN EXPEDITION UPON THE MARITIME PARTS OF THE COUNTRY, RAPHIA AND ANTHEDON, (THE NAME OF WHICH KING HEROD AFTERWARDS CHANGED TO AGRIPPIAS,) AND TOOK EVEN THAT BY FORCE. BUT WHEN ALEXANDER SAW THAT PTOLEMY WAS RETIRED FROM GAZA TO CYPRUS, AND HIS MOTHER CLEOPATRA WAS RETURNED TO EGYPT, HE GREW ANGRY AT THE PEOPLE OF GAZA, BECAUSE THEY HAD INVITED PTOLEMY TO ASSIST THEM, AND BESIEGED THEIR CITY, AND RAVAGED THEIR COUNTRY. BUT AS APOLLODOTUS, THE GENERAL OF THE ARMY OF GAZA, FELL UPON THE CAMP OF THE JEWS BY NIGHT, WITH TWO THOUSAND FOREIGN AND TEN THOUSAND OF HIS OWN FORCES, WHILE THE NIGHT LASTED, THOSE OF GAZA PREVAILED, BECAUSE THE ENEMY WAS MADE TO BELIEVE THAT IT WAS PTOLEMY WHO ATTACKED THEM; BUT WHEN DAY WAS COME ON, AND THAT MISTAKE WAS CORRECTED, AND THE JEWS KNEW THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER, THEY CAME BACK AGAIN, AND FELL UPON THOSE OF GAZA, AND SLEW OF THEM ABOUT A THOUSAND. BUT AS THOSE OF GAZA STOUTLY RESISTED THEM, AND WOULD NOT YIELD FOR EITHER THEIR WANT OF ANY THING, NOR FOR THE GREAT MULTITUDE THAT WERE SLAIN, (FOR THEY WOULD RATHER SUFFER ANY HARDSHIP WHATEVER THAN COME UNDER THE POWER OF THEIR ENEMIES,) ARETAS, KING OF THE ARABIANS, A PERSON THEN VERY ILLUSTRIOUS, ENCOURAGED THEM TO GO ON WITH ALACRITY, AND PROMISED THEM THAT HE WOULD COME TO THEIR ASSISTANCE; BUT IT HAPPENED THAT BEFORE HE CAME APOLLODOTUS WAS SLAIN; FOR HIS BROTHER LYSIMACHUS ENVYING HIM FOR THE GREAT REPUTATION HE HAD GAINED AMONG THE CITIZENS, SLEW HIM, AND GOT THE ARMY TOGETHER, AND DELIVERED UP THE CITY TO ALEXANDER, WHO, WHEN HE CAME IN AT FIRST, LAY QUIET, BUT AFTERWARD SET HIS ARMY UPON THE INHABITANTS OF GAZA, AND GAVE THEM LEAVE TO PUNISH THEM; SO SOME WENT ONE WAY, AND SOME WENT ANOTHER, AND SLEW THE INHABITANTS OF GAZA; YET WERE NOT THEY OF COWARDLY HEARTS, BUT OPPOSED THOSE THAT CAME TO SLAY THEM, AND SLEW AS MANY OF THE JEWS; AND SOME OF THEM, WHEN THEY SAW THEMSELVES DESERTED, BURNT THEIR OWN HOUSES, THAT THE ENEMY MIGHT GET NONE OF THEIR SPOILS; NAY, SOME OF THEM, WITH THEIR OWN HANDS, SLEW THEIR CHILDREN AND THEIR WIVES, HAVING NO OTHER WAY BUT THIS OF AVOIDING SLAVERY FOR THEM; BUT THE SENATORS, WHO WERE IN ALL FIVE HUNDRED, FLED TO APOLLO'S TEMPLE, (FOR THIS ATTACK HAPPENED TO BE MADE AS THEY WERE SITTING,) WHOM ALEXANDER SLEW; AND WHEN HE HAD UTTERLY OVERTHROWN THEIR CITY, HE RETURNED TO JERUSALEM, HAVING SPENT A YEAR IN THAT SIEGE. 
4. ABOUT THIS VERY TIME ANTIOCHUS, WHO WAS CALLED GRYPUS, DIED HIS DEATH WAS CAUSED BY HERACLEON'S TREACHERY, WHEN HE HAD LIVED FORTYFIVE YEARS, AND HAD REIGNED TWENTY-NINE. HIS SON SELEUCUS SUCCEEDED HIM IN THE KINGDOM, AND MADE WAR WITH ANTIOCHUS, HIS FATHER'S BROTHER, WHO WAS CALLED ANTIOCHUS CYZICENUS, AND BEAT HIM, AND TOOK HIM PRISONER, AND SLEW HIM. BUT AFTER A WHILE ANTIOCHUS, THE SON OF CYZICENUS, WHO WAS CALLED PIUS, CAME TO ARADUS, AND PUT THE DIADEM ON HIS OWN HEAD, AND MADE WAR WITH SELEUCUS, AND BEAT HIM, AND DROVE HIM OUT OF ALL SYRIA. BUT WHEN HE FLED OUT OF SYRIA, HE CAME TO MOPSUESTIA AGAIN, AND LEVIED MONEY UPON THEM; BUT THE PEOPLE OF MOPSUESTIN HAD INDIGNATION AT WHAT HE DID, AND BURNT DOWN HIS PALACE, AND SLEW HIM, TOGETHER WITH HIS FRIENDS. BUT WHEN ANTIOCHUS, THE SON OF CYZICENUS, WAS KING OF SYRIA, ANTIOCHUS, THE BROTHER OF SELEUCUS, MADE WAR UPON HIM, AND WAS OVERCOME, AND DESTROYED, HE AND HIS ARMY. AFTER HIM, HIS BROTHER PHILIP PUT ON THE DIADEM, AND REIGNED OVER SOME PART OF SYRIA; BUT PTOLEMY LATHYRUS SENT FOR HIS FOURTH BROTHER DEMETRIUS, WHO WAS CALLED EUCERUS, FROM CNIDUS, AND MADE HIM KING OF DAMASCUS. BOTH THESE BROTHERS DID ANTIOCHUS VEHEMENTLY OPPOSE, BUT PRESENTLY DIED; FOR WHEN HE WAS COME AS AN AUXILIARY TO LAODICE, QUEEN OF THE GILEADITES, WHEN SHE WAS MAKING WAR AGAINST THE PARTHIANS, AND HE WAS FIGHTING COURAGEOUSLY, HE FELL, WHILE DEMETRIUS AND PHILIP GOVERNED SYRIA, AS HATH BEEN ELSEWHERE RELATED. 
5. AS TO ALEXANDER, HIS OWN PEOPLE WERE SEDITIOUS AGAINST HIM; FOR AT A FESTIVAL WHICH WAS THEN CELEBRATED, WHEN HE STOOD UPON THE ALTAR, AND WAS GOING TO SACRIFICE, THE NATION ROSE UPON HIM, AND PELTED HIM WITH CITRONS [WHICH THEY THEN HAD IN THEIR HANDS, BECAUSE] THE LAW OF THE JEWS REQUIRED THAT AT THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES EVERY ONE SHOULD HAVE BRANCHES OF THE PALM TREE AND CITRON TREE; WHICH THING WE HAVE ELSEWHERE RELATED. THEY ALSO REVILED HIM, AS DERIVED FROM A CAPTIVE, AND SO UNWORTHY OF HIS DIGNITY AND OF SACRIFICING. AT THIS HE WAS IN A RAGE, AND SLEW OF THEM ABOUT SIX THOUSAND. HE ALSO BUILT A PARTITIONWALL OF WOOD ROUND THE ALTAR AND THE TEMPLE, AS FAR AS THAT PARTITION WITHIN WHICH IT WAS ONLY LAWFUL FOR THE PRIESTS TO ENTER; AND BY THIS MEANS HE OBSTRUCTED THE MULTITUDE FROM COMING AT HIM. HE ALSO MAINTAINED FOREIGNERS OF PISIDIE AND CILICIA; FOR AS TO THE SYRIANS, HE WAS AT WAR WITH THEM, AND SO MADE NO USE OF THEM. HE ALSO OVERCAME THE ARABIANS, SUCH AS THE MOABITES AND GILEADITES, AND MADE THEM BRING TRIBUTE. MOREOVER, HE DEMOLISHED AMATHUS, WHILE THEODORUS DURST NOT FIGHT WITH HIM; BUT AS HE HAD JOINED BATTLE WITH OBEDAS, KING OF THE ARABIANS, AND FELL INTO AN AMBUSH IN THE PLACES THAT WERE RUGGED AND DIFFICULT TO BE TRAVELED OVER, HE WAS THROWN DOWN INTO A DEEP VALLEY, BY THE MULTITUDE OF THE CAMELS AT GADURN, A VILLAGE OF GILEAD, AND HARDLY ESCAPED WITH HIS LIFE. FROM THENCE HE FLED TO JERUSALEM, WHERE, BESIDES HIS OTHER ILL SUCCESS, THE NATION INSULTED HIM, AND HE FOUGHT AGAINST THEM FOR SIX YEARS, AND SLEW NO FEWER THAN FIFTY THOUSAND OF THEM. AND WHEN HE DESIRED THAT THEY WOULD DESIST FROM THEIR ILL-WILL TO HIM, THEY HATED HIM SO MUCH THE MORE, ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAD ALREADY HAPPENED; AND WHEN HE HAD ASKED THEM WHAT HE OUGHT TO DO, THEY ALL CRIED OUT, THAT HE OUGHT TO KILL HIMSELF. THEY ALSO SENT TO DEMETRIUS EUCERUS, AND DESIRED HIM TO MAKE A LEAGUE OF MUTUAL DEFENSE WITH THEM.
CHAPTER 14. HOW DEMETRIUS EUCERUS OVERCAME ALEXANDER AND YET IN A LITTLE TIME RETIRED OUT OF THE COUNTRY FOR FEAR; AS ALSO HOW ALEXANDER SLEW MANY OF THE JEWS AND THEREBY GOT CLEAR OF HIS TROUBLES. CONCERNING THE DEATH OF DEMETRIUS. 
1. SO DEMETRIUS CAME WITH AN ARMY, AND TOOK THOSE THAT INVITED HIM, AND PITCHED HIS CAMP NEAR THE CITY SHECHEM; UPON WHICH ALEXANDER, WITH HIS SIX THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED MERCENARIES, AND ABOUT TWENTY THOUSAND JEWS, WHO WERE OF HIS PARTY, WENT AGAINST DEMETRIUS, WHO HAD THREE THOUSAND HORSEMEN, AND FORTY THOUSAND FOOTMEN. NOW THERE WERE GREAT ENDEAVORS USED ON BOTH SIDES, - DEMETRIUS TRYING TO BRING OFF THE MERCENARIES THAT WERE WITH ALEXANDER, BECAUSE THEY WERE GREEKS, AND ALEXANDER TRYING TO BRING OFF THE JEWS THAT WERE WITH DEMETRIUS. HOWEVER, WHEN NEITHER OF THEM COULD PERSUADE THEM SO TO DO, THEY CAME TO A BATTLE, AND DEMETRIUS WAS THE CONQUEROR; IN WHICH ALL ALEXANDER'S MERCENARIES WERE KILLED, WHEN THEY HAD GIVEN DEMONSTRATION OF THEIR FIDELITY AND COURAGE. A GREAT NUMBER OF DEMETRIUS'S SOLDIERS WERE SLAIN ALSO. 
2. NOW AS ALEXANDER FLED TO THE MOUNTAINS, SIX THOUSAND OF THE JEWS HEREUPON CAME TOGETHER [FROM DEMETRIUS] TO HIM OUT OF PITY AT THE CHANGE OF HIS FORTUNE; UPON WHICH DEMETRIUS WAS AFRAID, AND RETIRED OUT OF THE COUNTRY; AFTER WHICH THE JEWS FOUGHT AGAINST ALEXANDER, AND BEING BEATEN, WERE SLAIN IN GREAT NUMBERS IN THE SEVERAL BATTLES WHICH THEY HAD; AND WHEN HE HAD SHUT UP THE MOST POWERFUL OF THEM IN THE CITY BETHOME, HE BESIEGED THEM THEREIN; AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE CITY, AND GOTTEN THE MEN INTO HIS POWER, HE BROUGHT THEM TO JERUSALEM, AND DID ONE OF THE MOST BARBAROUS ACTIONS IN THE WORLD TO THEM; FOR AS HE WAS FEASTING WITH HIS CONCUBINES, IN THE SIGHT OF ALL THE CITY, HE ORDERED ABOUT EIGHT HUNDRED OF THEM TO BE CRUCIFIED; AND WHILE THEY WERE LIVING, HE ORDERED THE THROATS OF THEIR CHILDREN AND WIVES TO BE CUT BEFORE THEIR EYES. THIS WAS INDEED BY WAY OF REVENGE FOR THE INJURIES THEY HAD DONE HIM; WHICH PUNISHMENT YET WAS OF AN INHUMAN NATURE, THOUGH WE SUPPOSE THAT HE HAD BEEN NEVER SO MUCH DISTRESSED, AS INDEED HE HAD BEEN, BY HIS WARS WITH THEM, FOR HE HAD BY THEIR MEANS COME TO THE LAST DEGREE OF HAZARD, BOTH OF HIS LIFE AND OF HIS KINGDOM, WHILE THEY WERE NOT SATISFIED BY THEMSELVES ONLY TO FIGHT AGAINST HIM, BUT INTRODUCED FOREIGNERS ALSO FOR THE SAME PURPOSE; NAY, AT LENGTH THEY REDUCED HIM TO THAT DEGREE OF NECESSITY, THAT HE WAS FORCED TO DELIVER BACK TO THE KING OF ARABIA THE LAND OF MOAB AND GILEAD, WHICH HE HAD SUBDUED, AND THE PLACES THAT WERE IN THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT JOIN WITH THEM IN THE WAR AGAINST HIM, AS THEY HAD DONE TEN THOUSAND OTHER THINGS THAT TENDED TO AFFRONT AND REPROACH HIM. HOWEVER, THIS BARBARITY SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN WITHOUT ANY NECESSITY, ON WHICH ACCOUNT HE BARE THE NAME OF A THRACIAN AMONG THE JEWS WHEREUPON THE SOLDIERS THAT HAD FOUGHT AGAINST HIM, BEING ABOUT EIGHT THOUSAND IN NUMBER, RAN AWAY BY NIGHT, AND CONTINUED FUGITIVES ALL THE TIME THAT ALEXANDER LIVED; WHO BEING NOW FREED FROM ANY FURTHER DISTURBANCE FROM THEM, REIGNED THE REST OF HIS TIME IN THE UTMOST TRANQUILITY. 
3. BUT WHEN DEMETRIUS WAS DEPARTED OUT OF JUDEA, HE WENT TO BEREA, AND BESIEGED HIS BROTHER PHILIP, HAVING WITH HIM TEN THOUSAND FOOTMEN, AND A THOUSAND HORSEMEN. HOWEVER, STRATO, THE TYRANT OF BEREA, THE CONFEDERATE OF PHILIP, CALLED IN ZIZON, THE RULER OF THE ARABIAN TRIBES, AND MITHRIDATES SINAX, THE RULER OF THE PARTHIANS, WHO COMING WITH A GREAT NUMBER OF FORCES, AND BESIEGING DEMETRIUS IN HIS ENCAMPMENT, INTO WHICH THEY HAD DRIVEN THEM WITH THEIR ARROWS, THEY COMPELLED THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM BY THIRST TO DELIVER UP THEMSELVES. SO, THEY TOOK A GREAT MANY SPOILS OUT OF THAT COUNTRY, AND DEMETRIUS HIMSELF, WHOM THEY SENT TO MITHRIDATES, WHO WAS THEN KING OF PARTHIS; BUT AS TO THOSE WHOM THEY TOOK CAPTIVES OF THE PEOPLE OF ANTIOCH, THEY RESTORED THEM TO THE ANTIOCHINUS WITHOUT ANY REWARD. NOW MITHRIDATES, THE KING OF PARTHIS, HAD DEMETRIUS IN GREAT HONOR, TILL DEMETRIUS ENDED HIS LIFE BY SICKNESS. SO, PHILIP, PRESENTLY AFTER THE FIGHT WAS OVER, CAME TO ANTIOCH, AND TOOK IT, AND REIGNED OVER SYRIA.
CHAPTER 15. HOW ANTIOCHUS, WHO WAS CALLED DIONYSUS, AND AFTER HIM ARETAS MADE EXPEDITIONS INTO JUDEA; AS ALSO HOW ALEXANDER TOOK MANY CITIES AND THEN RETURNED TO JERUSALEM, AND AFTER A SICKNESS OF THREE YEARS DIED; AND WHAT COUNSEL HE GAVE TO ALEXANDRA. 
1. AFTER THIS, ANTIOCHUS, WHO WAS CALLED DIONYSUS, AND WAS PHILIP'S BROTHER, ASPIRED TO THE DOMINION, AND CARNE TO DAMASCUS, AND GOT THE POWER INTO HIS HANDS, AND THERE HE REIGNED; BUT AS HE WAS MAKING WAR AGAINST THE ARABIANS, HIS BROTHER PHILIP HEARD OF IT, AND CAME TO DAMASCUS, WHERE MILESIUS, WHO HAD BEEN LEFT GOVERNOR OF THE CITADEL, AND THE DAMASCENS THEMSELVES, DELIVERED UP THE CITY TO HIM; YET BECAUSE PHILIP WAS BECOME UNGRATEFUL TO HIM, AND HAD BESTOWED UPON HIM NOTHING OF THAT IN HOPES WHEREOF HE HAD RECEIVED HIM INTO THE CITY, BUT HAD A MIND TO HAVE IT BELIEVED THAT IT WAS RATHER DELIVERED UP OUT OF FEAR THAN BY THE KINDNESS OF MILESIUS, AND BECAUSE HE HAD NOT REWARDED HIM AS HE OUGHT TO HAVE DONE, HE BECAME SUSPECTED BY HIM, AND SO HE WAS OBLIGED TO LEAVE DAMASCUS AGAIN; FOR MILESIUS CAUGHT HIM MARCHING OUT INTO THE HIPPODROME, AND SHUT HIM UP IN IT, AND KEPT DAMASCUS FOR ANTIOCHUS [EUCERUS], WHO HEARING HOW PHILIP'S AFFAIRS STOOD, CAME BACK OUT OF ARABIA. HE ALSO CAME IMMEDIATELY, AND MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST JUDEA, WITH EIGHT THOUSAND ARMED FOOTMEN, AND EIGHT HUNDRED HORSEMEN. SO, ALEXANDER, OUT OF FEAR OF HIS COMING, DUG A DEEP DITCH, BEGINNING AT CHABARZABA, WHICH IS NOW CALLED ANTIPATRIS, TO THE SEA OF JOPPA, ON WHICH PART ONLY HIS ARMY COULD BE BROUGHT AGAINST HIM. HE ALSO RAISED A WALL, AND ERECTED WOODEN TOWERS, AND INTERMEDIATE REDOUBTS, FOR ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY FURLONGS IN LENGTH, AND THERE EXPECTED THE COMING OF ANTIOCHUS; BUT HE SOON BURNT THEM ALL, AND MADE HIS ARMY PASS BY THAT WAY INTO ARABIA. THE ARABIAN KING [ARETAS] AT FIRST RETREATED, BUT AFTERWARD APPEARED ON THE SUDDEN WITH TEN THOUSAND HORSEMEN. ANTIOCHUS GAVE THEM THE MEETING, AND FOUGHT DESPERATELY; AND INDEED, WHEN HE HAD GOTTEN THE VICTORY, AND WAS BRINGING SOME AUXILIARIES TO THAT PART OF HIS ARMY THAT WAS IN DISTRESS, HE WAS SLAIN. WHEN ANTIOCHUS WAS FALLEN, HIS ARMY FLED TO THE VILLAGE CANA, WHERE THE GREATEST PART OF THEM PERISHED BY FAMINE. 
2. AFTER HIM AREMS REIGNED OVER CELESYRIA, BEING CALLED TO THE GOVERNMENT BY THOSE THAT HELD DAMASCUS, BY REASON OF THE HATRED THEY BARE TO PTOLEMY MENNEUS. HE ALSO MADE THENCE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST JUDEA, AND BEAT ALEXANDER IN BATTLE, NEAR A PLACE CALLED ADIDA; YET DID HE, UPON CERTAIN CONDITIONS AGREED ON BETWEEN THEM, RETIRE OUT OF JUDEA. 
3. BUT ALEXANDER MARCHED AGAIN TO THE CITY DIOS, AND TOOK IT; AND THEN MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST ESSA, WHERE WAS THE BEST PART OF ZENO'S TREASURES, AND THERE HE ENCOMPASSED THE PLACE WITH THREE WALLS; AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE CITY BY FIGHTING, HE MARCHED TO GOLAN AND SELEUCIA; AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THESE CITIES, HE, BESIDES THEM, TOOK THAT VALLEY WHICH IS CALLED THE VALLEY OF ANTIOCHUS, AS ALSO THE FORTRESS OF GAMALA. HE ALSO ACCUSED DEMETRIUS, WHO WAS GOVERNOR OF THOSE PLACES, OF MANY CRIMES, AND TURNED HIM OUT; AND AFTER HE HAD SPENT THREE YEARS IN THIS WAR, HE RETURNED TO HIS OWN COUNTRY, WHEN THE JEWS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HIM UPON THIS HIS GOOD SUCCESS. 
4. NOW AT THIS TIME THE JEWS WERE IN POSSESSION OF THE FOLLOWING CITIES THAT HAD BELONGED TO THE SYRIANS, AND IDUMEANS, AND PHOENICIANS: AT THE SEA-SIDE, STRATO'S TOWER, APOLLONIA, JOPPA, JAMHIS, ASHDOD, GAZA, ANTHEDON, RAPHIA, AND RHINOCOLURA; IN THE MIDDLE OF THE COUNTRY, NEAR TO IDUMEA, ADORN, AND MARISSA; NEAR THE COUNTRY OF SAMARIA, MOUNT CARMEL, AND MOUNT TABOR, SCYTHOPOLIS, AND GADARA; OF THE COUNTRY OF GAULONITIS, SELEUCIA AND GABALA; IN THE COUNTRY OF MOAB, HESHBON, AND MEDABA, LEMBA, AND ORONAS, GELITHON, ZORN, THE VALLEY OF THE CILICES, AND POLLO; WHICH LAST THEY UTTERLY DESTROYED, BECAUSE ITS INHABITANTS WOULD NOT BEAR TO CHANGE THEIR RELIGIOUS RITES FOR THOSE PECULIAR TO THE JEWS. THE JEWS ALSO POSSESSED OTHERS OF THE PRINCIPAL CITIES OF SYRIA, WHICH HAD BEEN DESTROYED. 
5. AFTER THIS, KING ALEXANDER, ALTHOUGH HE FELL INTO A DISTEMPER BY HARD DRINKING, AND HAD A QUARTAN AGUE, WHICH HELD HIM THREE YEARS, YET WOULD NOT LEAVE OFF GOING OUT WITH HIS ARMY, TILL HE WAS QUITE SPENT WITH THE LABORS HE HAD UNDERGONE, AND DIED IN THE BOUNDS OF RAGABA, A FORTRESS BEYOND JORDAN. BUT WHEN HIS QUEEN SAW THAT HE WAS READY TO DIE, AND HAD NO LONGER ANY HOPES OF SURVIVING, SHE CAME TO HIM WEEPING AND LAMENTING, AND BEWAILED HERSELF AND HER SONS ON THE DESOLATE CONDITION THEY SHOULD BE LEFT IN; AND SAID TO HIM, "TO WHOM DOST THOU THUS LEAVE ME AND MY CHILDREN, WHO ARE DESTITUTE OF ALL OTHER SUPPORTS, AND THIS WHEN THOU KNOWEST HOW MUCH ILL-WILL THY NATION BEARS THEE?" BUT HE GAVE HER THE FOLLOWING ADVICE: THAT SHE NEED BUT FOLLOW WHAT HE WOULD SUGGEST TO HER, IN ORDER TO RETAIN THE KINGDOM SECURELY, WITH HER CHILDREN: THAT SHE SHOULD CONCEAL HIS DEATH FROM THE SOLDIERS TILL SHE SHOULD HAVE TAKEN THAT PLACE; AFTER THIS SHE SHOULD GO IN TRIUMPH, AS UPON A VICTORY, TO JERUSALEM, AND PUT SOME OF HER AUTHORITY INTO THE HANDS OF THE PHARISEES; FOR THAT THEY WOULD COMMEND HER FOR THE HONOR SHE HAD DONE THEM, AND WOULD RECONCILE THE NATION TO HER FOR HE TOLD HER THEY HAD GREAT AUTHORITY AMONG THE JEWS, BOTH TO DO HURT TO SUCH AS THEY HATED, AND TO BRING ADVANTAGES TO THOSE TO WHOM THEY WERE FRIENDLY DISPOSED; FOR THAT THEY ARE THEN BELIEVED BEST OF ALL BY THE MULTITUDE WHEN THEY SPEAK ANY SEVERE THING AGAINST OTHERS, THOUGH IT BE ONLY OUT OF ENVY AT THEM. AND HE SAID THAT IT WAS BY THEIR MEANS THAT HE HAD INCURRED THE DISPLEASURE OF THE NATION, WHOM INDEED HE HAD INJURED. "DO THOU, THEREFORE," SAID HE, "WHEN THOU ART COME TO JERUSALEM, SEND FOR THE LEADING MEN AMONG THEM, AND SHOW THEM MY BODY, AND WITH GREAT APPEARANCE OF SINCERITY, GIVE THEM LEAVE TO USE IT AS THEY THEMSELVES PLEASE, WHETHER THEY WILL DISHONOR THE DEAD BODY BY REFUSING IT BURIAL, AS HAVING SEVERELY SUFFERED BY MY MEANS, OR WHETHER IN THEIR ANGER THEY WILL OFFER ANY OTHER INJURY TO THAT BODY. PROMISE THEM ALSO THAT THOU WILT DO NOTHING WITHOUT THEM IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM. IF THOU DOST BUT SAY THIS TO THEM, I SHALL HAVE THE HONOR OF A MORE GLORIOUS FUNERAL FROM THEM THAN THOU COULDST HAVE MADE FOR ME; AND WHEN IT IS IN THEIR POWER TO ABUSE MY DEAD BODY, THEY WILL DO IT NO INJURY AT ALL, AND THOU WILT RULE IN SAFETY." SO, WHEN HE HAD GIVEN HIS WIFE THIS ADVICE, HE DIED, AFTER HE HAD REIGNED TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS, AND LIVED FIFTY YEARS WITHIN ONE.
CHAPTER 16. HOW ALEXANDRA BY GAINING THE GOOD-WILL OF THE PHARISEES, RETAINED THE KINGDOM NINE YEARS, AND THEN, HAVING DONE MANY GLORIOUS ACTIONS DIED. 
1. SO ALEXANDRA, WHEN SHE HAD TAKEN THE FORTRESS, ACTED AS HER HUSBAND HAD SUGGESTED TO HER, AND SPAKE TO THE PHARISEES, AND PUT ALL THINGS INTO THEIR POWER, BOTH AS TO THE DEAD BODY, AND AS TO THE AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM, AND THEREBY PACIFIED THEIR ANGER AGAINST ALEXANDER, AND MADE THEM BEAR GOODWILL AND FRIENDSHIP TO HIM; WHO THEN CAME AMONG THE MULTITUDE, AND MADE SPEECHES TO THEM, AND LAID BEFORE THEM THE ACTIONS OF ALEXANDER, AND TOLD THEM THAT THEY HAD LOST A RIGHTEOUS KING; AND BY THE COMMENDATION THEY GAVE HIM, THEY BROUGHT THEM TO GRIEVE, AND TO BE IN HEAVINESS FOR HIM, SO THAT HE HAD A FUNERAL MORE SPLENDID THAN HAD ANY OF THE KINGS BEFORE HIM. ALEXANDER LEFT BEHIND HIM TWO SONS, HYRCANUS AND ARISTOBULUS, BUT COMMITTED THE KINGDOM TO ALEXANDRA. NOW, AS TO THESE TWO SONS, HYRCANUS WAS INDEED UNABLE TO MANAGE PUBLIC AFFAIRS, AND DELIGHTED RATHER IN A QUIET LIFE; BUT THE YOUNGER, ARISTOBULUS, WAS AN ACTIVE AND A BOLD MAN; AND FOR THIS WOMAN HERSELF, ALEXANDRA, SHE WAS LOVED BY THE MULTITUDE, BECAUSE SHE SEEMED DISPLEASED AT THE OFFENSES HER HUSBAND HAD BEEN GUILTY OF. 
2. SO SHE MADE HYRCANUS HIGH PRIEST, BECAUSE HE WAS THE ELDER, BUT MUCH MORE BECAUSE HE CARED NOT TO MEDDLE WITH POLITICS, AND PERMITTED THE PHARISEES TO DO EVERY THING; TO WHOM ALSO SHE ORDERED THE MULTITUDE TO BE OBEDIENT. SHE ALSO RESTORED AGAIN THOSE PRACTICES WHICH THE PHARISEES HAD INTRODUCED, ACCORDING TO THE TRADITIONS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND WHICH HER FATHER-IN-LAW, HYRCANUS, HAD ABROGATED. SO SHE HAD INDEED THE NAME OF THE REGENT, BUT THE PHARISEES HAD THE AUTHORITY; FOR IT WAS THEY WHO RESTORED SUCH AS HAD BEEN BANISHED, AND SET SUCH AS WERE PRISONERS AT LIBERTY, AND, TO SAY ALL AT ONCE, THEY DIFFERED IN NOTHING FROM LORDS. HOWEVER, THE QUEEN ALSO TOOK CARE OF THE AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM, AND GOT TOGETHER A GREAT BODY OF MERCENARY SOLDIERS, AND INCREASED HER OWN ARMY TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT SHE BECAME TERRIBLE TO THE NEIGHBORING TYRANTS, AND TOOK HOSTAGES OF THEM: AND THE COUNTRY WAS ENTIRELY AT PEACE, EXCEPTING THE PHARISEES; FOR THEY DISTURBED THE QUEEN, AND DESIRED THAT SHE WOULD KILL THOSE WHO PERSUADED ALEXANDER TO SLAY THE EIGHT HUNDRED MEN; AFTER WHICH THEY CUT THE THROAT OF ONE OF THEM, DIOGENES; AND AFTER HIM THEY DID THE SAME TO SEVERAL, ONE AFTER ANOTHER, TILL THE MEN THAT WERE THE MOST POTENT CAME INTO THE PALACE, AND ARISTOBULUS WITH THEM, FOR HE SEEMED TO BE DISPLEASED AT WHAT WAS DONE; AND IT APPEARED OPENLY, THAT IF HE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY, HE WOULD NOT PERMIT HIS MOTHER TO GO ON SO. THESE PUT THE QUEEN IN MIND WHAT GREAT DANGERS THEY HAD GONE THROUGH, AND GREAT THINGS THEY HAD DONE, WHEREBY THEY HAD DEMONSTRATED THE FIRMNESS OF THEIR FIDELITY TO THEIR MASTER, INSOMUCH THAT THEY HAD RECEIVED THE GREATEST MARKS OF FAVOR FROM HIM; AND THEY BEGGED OF HER, THAT SHE WOULD NOT UTTERLY BLAST THEIR HOPES, AS IT NOW HAPPENED, THAT WHEN THEY HAD ESCAPED THE HAZARDS THAT AROSE FROM THEIR [OPEN] ENEMIES, THEY WERE TO BE CUT OFF AT HOME BY THEIR [PRIVATE] ENEMIES, LIKE BRUTE BEASTS, WITHOUT ANY HELP WHATSOEVER. THEY SAID ALSO, THAT IF THEIR ADVERSARIES WOULD BE SATISFIED WITH THOSE THAT HAD BEEN SLAIN ALREADY, THEY WOULD TAKE WHAT HAD BEEN DONE PATIENTLY, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR NATURAL LOVE TO THEIR GOVERNORS; BUT IF THEY MUST EXPECT THE SAME FOR THE FUTURE ALSO, THEY IMPLORED OF HER A DISMISSION FROM HER SERVICE; FOR THEY COULD NOT BEAR TO THINK OF ATTEMPTING ANY METHOD FOR THEIR DELIVERANCE WITHOUT HER, BUT WOULD RATHER DIE WILLINGLY BEFORE THE PALACE GATE, IN CASE SHE WOULD NOT FORGIVE THEM. AND THAT IT WAS A GREAT SHAME, BOTH FOR THEMSELVES AND FOR THE QUEEN, THAT WHEN THEY WERE NEGLECTED BY HER, THEY SHOULD COME UNDER THE LASH OF HER HUSBAND'S ENEMIES; FOR THAT ARETAS, THE ARABIAN KING, AND THE MONARCHS, WOULD GIVE ANY REWARD, IF THEY COULD GET SUCH MEN AS FOREIGN AUXILIARIES, TO WHOM THEIR VERY NAMES, BEFORE THEIR VOICES BE HEARD, MAY PERHAPS BE TERRIBLE; BUT IF THEY COULD NOT OBTAIN THIS THEIR SECOND REQUEST, AND IF SHE HAD DETERMINED TO PREFER THE PHARISEES BEFORE THEM, THEY STILL INSISTED THAT SHE WOULD PLACE THEM EVERY ONE IN HER FORTRESSES; FOR IF SOME FATAL DEMON HATH A CONSTANT SPITE AGAINST ALEXANDER'S HOUSE, THEY WOULD BE WILLING TO BEAR THEIR PART, AND TO LIVE IN A PRIVATE STATION THERE. 
3. AS THESE MEN SAID THUS, AND CALLED UPON ALEXANDER'S GHOST FOR COMMISERATION OF THOSE ALREADY SLAIN, AND THOSE IN DANGER OF IT, ALL THE BYSTANDERS BRAKE OUT INTO TEARS. BUT ARISTOBULUS CHIEFLY MADE MANIFEST WHAT WERE HIS SENTIMENTS, AND USED. MANY REPROACHFUL EXPRESSIONS TO HIS MOTHER, [SAYING,] "NAY, INDEED, THE CASE IS THIS, THAT THEY HAVE BEEN THEMSELVES THE AUTHORS OF THEIR OWN CALAMITIES, WHO HAVE PERMITTED A WOMAN WHO, AGAINST REASON, WAS MAD WITH AMBITION, TO REIGN OVER THEM, WHEN THERE WERE SONS IN THE FLOWER OF THEIR AGE FITTER FOR IT." SO, ALEXANDRA, NOT KNOWING WHAT TO DO WITH ANY DECENCY, COMMITTED THE FORTRESSES TO THEM, ALL BUT HYRCANIA, AND ALEXANDRIUM, AND MACHERUS, WHERE HER PRINCIPAL TREASURES WERE. AFTER A LITTLE WHILE ALSO, SHE SENT HER SON ARISTOBULUS WITH AN ARMY TO DAMASCUS AGAINST PTOLEMY, WHO WAS CALLED MENNEUS, WHO WAS SUCH A BAD NEIGHBOR TO THE CITY; BUT HE DID NOTHING CONSIDERABLE THERE, AND SO RETURNED HOME. 
4. ABOUT THIS TIME NEWS WAS BROUGHT THAT TIGRANES, THE KING OF ARMENIA, HAD MADE AN IRRUPTION INTO SYRIA WITH FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND SOLDIERS, AND WAS COMING AGAINST JUDEA. THIS NEWS, AS MAY WELL BE SUPPOSED, TERRIFIED THE QUEEN AND THE NATION. ACCORDINGLY, THEY SENT HIM MANY AND VERY VALUABLE PRESENTS, AS ALSO AMBASSADORS, AND THAT AS HE WAS BESIEGING PTOLEMAIS; FOR SELENE THE QUEEN, THE SAME THAT WAS ALSO CALLED CLEOPATRA, RULED THEN OVER SYRIA, WHO HAD PERSUADED THE INHABITANTS TO EXCLUDE TIGRANES. SO, THE JEWISH AMBASSADORS INTERCEDED WITH HIM, AND ENTREATED HIM THAT HE WOULD DETERMINE NOTHING THAT WAS SEVERE ABOUT THEIR QUEEN OR NATION. HE COMMENDED THEM FOR THE RESPECTS THEY PAID HIM AT SO GREAT A DISTANCE, AND GAVE THEM GOOD HOPES OF HIS FAVOR. BUT AS SOON AS PTOLEMAIS WAS TAKEN, NEWS CAME TO TIGRANES, THAT LUCULLUS, IN HIS PURSUIT OF MITHRIDATES, COULD NOT LIGHT UPON HIM, WHO WAS FLED INTO IBERIA, BUT WAS LAYING WASTE ARMENIA, AND BESIEGING ITS CITIES. NOW WHEN TIGRANES KNEW THIS, HE RETURNED HOME. 
5. AFTER THIS, WHEN THE QUEEN WAS FALLEN INTO A DANGEROUS DISTEMPER, ARISTOBULUS RESOLVED TO ATTEMPT THE SEIZING OF THE GOVERNMENT; SO HE STOLE AWAY SECRETLY BY NIGHT, WITH ONLY ONE OF HIS SERVANTS, AND WENT TO THE FORTRESSES, WHEREIN HIS FRIENDS, THAT WERE SUCH FROM THE DAYS OF HIS FATHER, WERE SETTLED; FOR AS HE HAD BEEN A GREAT WHILE DISPLEASED AT HIS MOTHER'S CONDUCT, SO HE WAS NOW MUCH MORE AFRAID, LEST, UPON HER DEATH, THEIR WHOLE FAMILY SHOULD BE UNDER THE POWER OF THE PHARISEES; FOR HE SAW THE INABILITY OF HIS BROTHER, WHO WAS TO SUCCEED IN THE GOVERNMENT; NOR WAS ANY ONE CONSCIOUS OF WHAT HE WAS DOING BUT ONLY HIS WIFE, WHOM HE LEFT AT JERUSALEM WITH THEIR CHILDREN. HE FIRST OF ALL CAME TO AGABA, WHERE WAS GALESTES, ONE OF THE POTENT MEN BEFORE MENTIONED, AND WAS RECEIVED BY HIM. WHEN IT WAS DAY, THE QUEEN PERCEIVED THAT ARISTOBULUS WAS FLED; AND FOR SOME TIME SHE SUPPOSED THAT HIS DEPARTURE WAS NOT IN ORDER TO MAKE ANY INNOVATION; BUT WHEN MESSENGERS CAME ONE AFTER ANOTHER WITH THE NEWS THAT HE HAD SECURED THE FIRST PLACE, THE SECOND PLACE, AND ALL THE PLACES, FOR AS SOON AS ONE HAD BEGUN THEY ALL SUBMITTED TO HIS DISPOSAL, THEN IT WAS THAT THE QUEEN AND THE NATION WERE IN THE GREATEST DISORDER, FOR THEY WERE AWARE THAT IT WOULD NOT BE LONG ERE ARISTOBULUS WOULD BE ABLE TO SETTLE HIMSELF FIRMLY IN THE GOVERNMENT. WHAT THEY WERE PRINCIPALLY AFRAID OF WAS THIS, THAT HE WOULD INFLICT PUNISHMENT UPON THEM FOR THE MAD TREATMENT HIS HOUSE HAD HAD FROM THEM. SO, THEY RESOLVED TO TAKE HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN INTO CUSTODY, AND KEEP THEM IN THE FORTRESS THAT WAS OVER THE TEMPLE. NOW THERE WAS A MIGHTY CONFLUX OF PEOPLE THAT CAME TO ARISTOBULUS FROM ALL PARTS, INSOMUCH THAT HE HAD A KIND OF ROYAL ATTENDANTS ABOUT HIM; FOR IN A LITTLE MORE THAN FIFTEEN DAYS HE GOT TWENTY-TWO STRONG PLACES, WHICH GAVE HIM THE OPPORTUNITY OF RAISING AN ARMY FROM LIBANUS AND TRACHONITIS, AND THE MONARCHS; FOR MEN ARE EASILY LED BY THE GREATER NUMBER, AND EASILY SUBMIT TO THEM. AND BESIDES THIS, THAT BY AFFORDING HIM THEIR ASSISTANCE, WHEN HE COULD NOT EXPECT IT, THEY, AS WELL AS HE, SHOULD HAVE THE ADVANTAGES THAT WOULD COME BY HIS BEING KING, BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN THE OCCASION OF HIS GAINING THE KINGDOM. NOW THE EIDERS OF THE JEWS, AND HYRCANUS WITH THEM, WENT IN UNTO THE QUEEN, AND DESIRED THAT SHE WOULD GIVE THEM HER SENTIMENTS ABOUT THE PRESENT POSTURE OF AFFAIRS, FOR THAT ARISTOBULUS WAS IN EFFECT LORD OF ALMOST ALL THE KINGDOM, BY POSSESSING OF SO MANY STRONG HOLDS, AND THAT IT WAS ABSURD FOR THEM TO TAKE ANY COUNSEL BY THEMSELVES, HOW ILL SOEVER SHE WERE, WHILST SHE WAS ALIVE, AND THAT THE DANGER WOULD BE UPON THEM IN NO LONG TIME. BUT SHE BID THEM DO WHAT THEY THOUGHT PROPER TO BE DONE; THAT THEY HAD MANY CIRCUMSTANCES IN THEIR FAVOR STILL REMAINING, A NATION IN GOOD HEART, AN ARMY, AND MONEY IN THEIR SEVERAL TREASURIES; FOR THAT SHE HAD SMALL CONCERN ABOUT PUBLIC AFFAIRS NOW, WHEN THE STRENGTH OF HER BODY ALREADY FAILED HER. 
6. NOW A LITTLE WHILE AFTER SHE HAD SAID THIS TO THEM, SHE DIED, WHEN SHE HAD REIGNED NINE YEARS, AND HAD IN ALL LIVED SEVENTY-THREE. A WOMAN SHE WAS WHO SHOWED NO SIGNS OF THE WEAKNESS OF HER SEX, FOR SHE WAS SAGACIOUS TO THE GREATEST DEGREE IN HER AMBITION OF GOVERNING; AND DEMONSTRATED BY HER DOINGS AT ONCE, THAT HER MIND WAS FIT FOR ACTION, AND THAT SOMETIMES MEN THEMSELVES SHOW THE LITTLE UNDERSTANDING THEY HAVE BY THE FREQUENT MISTAKES THEY MAKE IN POINT OF GOVERNMENT; FOR SHE ALWAYS PREFERRED THE PRESENT TO FUTURITY, AND PREFERRED THE POWER OF AN IMPERIOUS DOMINION ABOVE ALL THINGS, AND IN COMPARISON OF THAT HAD NO REGARD TO WHAT WAS GOOD, OR WHAT WAS RIGHT. HOWEVER, SHE BROUGHT THE AFFAIRS OF HER HOUSE TO SUCH AN UNFORTUNATE CONDITION, THAT SHE WAS THE OCCASION OF THE TAKING AWAY THAT AUTHORITY FROM IT, AND THAT IN NO LONG TIME AFTERWARD, WHICH SHE HAD OBTAINED BY A VAST NUMBER OF HAZARDS AND MISFORTUNES, AND THIS OUT OF A DESIRE OF WHAT DOES NOT BELONG TO A WOMAN, AND ALL BY A COMPLIANCE IN HER SENTIMENTS WITH THOSE THAT BARE ILL-WILL TO THEIR FAMILY, AND BY LEAVING THE ADMINISTRATION DESTITUTE OF A PROPER SUPPORT OF GREAT MEN; AND, INDEED, HER MANAGEMENT DURING HER ADMINISTRATION WHILE SHE WAS ALIVE, WAS SUCH AS FILLED THE PALACE AFTER HER DEATH WITH CALAMITIES AND DISTURBANCE. HOWEVER, ALTHOUGH THIS HAD BEEN HER WAY OF GOVERNING, SHE PRESERVED THE NATION IN PEACE. AND THIS IS THE CONCLUSION OF THE AFFAIRS OF, ALEXANDRA.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK XIV
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THIRTY-TWO YEARS FROM THE DEATH OF QUEEN ALEXANDRA TO THE DEATH OF ANTIGONUS
CHAPTER 1. THE WAR BETWEEN ARISTOBULUS AND HYRCANUS ABOUT THE KINGDOM; AND HOW THEY MADE AN AGREEMENT THAT ARISTOBULUS SHOULD BE KING, AND HYRCANUS LIVE A PRIVATE LIFE; AS ALSO HOW HYRCANUS A LITTLE AFTERWARD WAS PERSUADED BY ANTIPATER TO FLY TO ARETAS. 
1. WE HAVE RELATED THE AFFAIRS OF QUEEN ALEXANDRA, AND HER DEATH, IN THE FOREGOING BOOK AND WILL NOW SPEAK OF WHAT FOLLOWED, AND WAS CONNECTED WITH THOSE HISTORIES; DECLARING, BEFORE WE PROCEED, THAT WE HAVE NOTHING SO MUCH AT HEART AS THIS, THAT WE MAY OMIT NO FACTS, EITHER THROUGH IGNORANCE OR LAZINESS; FOR WE ARE UPON THE HISTORY AND EXPLICATION OF SUCH THINGS AS THE GREATEST PART ARE UNACQUAINTED WITHAL, BECAUSE OF THEIR DISTANCE FROM OUR TIMES; AND WE AIM TO DO IT WITH A PROPER BEAUTY OF STYLE, SO FAR AS THAT IS DERIVED FROM PROPER WORDS HARMONICALLY DISPOSED, AND FROM SUCH ORNAMENTS OF SPEECH ALSO AS MAY CONTRIBUTE TO THE PLEASURE OF OUR READERS, THAT THEY MAY ENTERTAIN THE KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT WE WRITE WITH SOME AGREEABLE SATISFACTION AND PLEASURE. BUT THE PRINCIPAL SCOPE THAT AUTHORS OUGHT TO AIM AT ABOVE ALL THE REST, IS TO SPEAK ACCURATELY, AND TO SPEAK TRULY, FOR THE SATISFACTION OF THOSE THAT ARE OTHERWISE UNACQUAINTED WITH SUCH TRANSACTIONS, AND OBLIGED TO BELIEVE WHAT THESE WRITERS INFORM THEM OF. 
2. HYRCANUS THEN BEGAN HIS HIGH PRIESTHOOD ON THE THIRD YEAR OF THE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SEVENTH OLYMPIAD, WHEN QUINTUS HORTENSIUS AND QUINTUS METELLUS, WHO WAS CALLED METELLUS OF CRETE, WERE CONSULS AT ROME; WHEN PRESENTLY ARISTOBULUS BEGAN TO MAKE WAR AGAINST HIM; AND AS IT CAME TO A BATTLE WITH HYRCANUS AT JERICHO, MANY OF HIS SOLDIERS DESERTED HIM, AND WENT OVER TO HIS BROTHER; UPON WHICH HYRCANUS FLED INTO THE CITADEL, WHERE ARISTOBULUS'S WIFE AND CHILDREN WERE IMPRISONED BY THEIR MOTHER, AS WE HAVE SAID ALREADY, AND ATTACKED AND OVERCAME THOSE HIS ADVERSARIES THAT HAD FLED THITHER, AND LAY WITHIN THE WALLS OF THE TEMPLE. SO, WHEN HE HAD SENT A MESSAGE TO HIS BROTHER ABOUT AGREEING THE MATTERS BETWEEN THEM, HE LAID ASIDE HIS ENMITY TO HIM ON THESE CONDITIONS, THAT ARISTOBULUS SHOULD BE KING, THAT HE SHOULD LIVE WITHOUT INTERMEDDLING WITH PUBLIC AFFAIRS, AND QUIETLY ENJOY THE ESTATE HE HAD ACQUIRED. WHEN THEY HAD AGREED UPON THESE TERMS IN THE TEMPLE, AND HAD CONFIRMED THE AGREEMENT WITH OATHS, AND THE GIVING ONE AN. OTHER THEIR RIGHT HANDS, AND EMBRACING ONE ANOTHER IN THE SIGHT OF THE WHOLE MULTITUDE, THEY DEPARTED; THE ONE, ARISTOBULUS, TO THE PALACE; AND HYRCANUS, AS A PRIVATE MAN, TO THE FORMER HOUSE OF ARISTOBULUS. 
3. BUT THERE WAS A CERTAIN FRIEND OF HYRCANUS, AN IDUMEAN, CALLED ANTIPATER, WHO WAS VERY RICH, AND IN HIS NATURE AN ACTIVE AND A SEDITIOUS MAN; WHO WAS AT ENMITY WITH ARISTOBULUS, AND HAD DIFFERENCES WITH HIM ON ACCOUNT OF HIS GOOD-WILL TO HYRCANUS. IT IS TRUE THAT NICOLATLS OF DAMASCUS SAYS, THAT ANTIPATER WAS OF THE STOCK OF THE PRINCIPAL JEWS WHO CAME OUT OF BABYLON INTO JUDEA; BUT THAT ASSERTION OF HIS WAS TO GRATIFY HEROD, WHO WAS HIS SON, AND WHO, BY CERTAIN REVOLUTIONS OF FORTUNE, CAME AFTERWARD TO BE KING OF THE JEWS, WHOSE HISTORY WE SHALL GIVE YOU IN ITS PROPER PLACE HEREAFTER. HOWEVER, THIS ANTIPATER WAS AT FIRST CALLED ANTIPAS, AND THAT WAS HIS FATHER'S NAME ALSO; OF WHOM THEY RELATE THIS: THAT KING ALEXANDER AND HIS WIFE MADE HIM GENERAL OF ALL IDUMEA, AND THAT HE MADE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH THOSE ARABIANS, AND GAZITES, AND ASCALONITES, THAT WERE OF HIS OWN PARTY, AND HAD, BY MANY AND LARGE PRESENTS, MADE THEM HIS FAST FRIENDS. BUT NOW THIS YOUNGER ANTIPATER WAS SUSPICIOUS OF THE POWER OF ARISTOBULUS, AND WAS AFRAID OF SOME MISCHIEF HE MIGHT DO HIM, BECAUSE OF HIS HATRED TO HIM; SO HE STIRRED UP THE MOST POWERFUL OF THE JEWS, AND TALKED AGAINST HIM TO THEM PRIVATELY; AND SAID THAT IT WAS UNJUST TO OVERLOOK THE CONDUCT OF ARISTOBULUS, WHO HAD GOTTEN THE GOVERNMENT UNRIGHTEOUSLY, AND EJECTED HIS BROTHER OUT OF IT, WHO WAS THE ELDER, AND OUGHT TO RETAIN WHAT BELONGED TO HIM BY PREROGATIVE OF HIS BIRTH. AND THE SAME SPEECHES HE PERPETUALLY MADE TO HYRCANUS; AND TOLD HIM THAT HIS OWN LIFE WOULD BE IN DANGER, UNLESS HE GUARDED HIMSELF, AND GOT SHUT OF ARISTOBULUS; FOR HE SAID THAT THE FRIENDS OF ARISTOBULUS OMITTED NO OPPORTUNITY OF ADVISING HIM TO KILL HIM, AS BEING THEN, AND NOT BEFORE, SURE TO RETAIN HIS PRINCIPALITY. HYRCANUS GAVE NO CREDIT TO THESE WORDS OF HIS, AS BEING OF A GENTLE DISPOSITION, AND ONE THAT DID NOT EASILY ADMIT OF CALUMNIES AGAINST OTHER MEN. THIS TEMPER OF HIS NOT DISPOSING HIM TO MEDDLE WITH PUBLIC AFFAIRS, AND WANT OF SPIRIT, OCCASIONED HIM TO APPEAR TO SPECTATORS TO BE DEGENEROUS AND UNMANLY; WHILE ARISTO-BULUS WAS OF A CONTRARY TEMPER, AN ACTIVE MAN, AND ONE OF A GREAT AND GENEROUS SOUL. 
4. SINCE THEREFORE ANTIPATER SAW THAT HYRCANUS DID NOT ATTEND TO WHAT HE SAID, HE NEVER CEASED, DAY BY DAY, TO CHARGE REIGNED CRIMES UPON ARISTOBULUS, AND TO CALUMNIATE HIM BEFORE HIM, AS IF HE HAD A MIND TO KILL HIM; AND SO, BY URGING HIM PERPETUALLY, HE ADVISED HIM, AND PERSUADED HIM TO FLY TO ARETAS, THE KING OF ARABIA; AND PROMISED, THAT IF HE WOULD COMPLY WITH HIS ADVICE, HE WOULD ALSO HIMSELF ASSIST HIM AND GO WITH HIM]. WHEN HYRCANUS HEARD THIS, HE SAID THAT IT WAS FOR HIS ADVANTAGE TO FLY AWAY TO ARETAS. NOW ARABIA IS A COUNTRY THAT BORDERS UPON JUDEA. HOWEVER, HYRCANUS SENT ANTIPATER FIRST TO THE KING OF ARABIA, IN ORDER TO RECEIVE ASSURANCES FROM HIM, THAT WHEN HE SHOULD COME IN THE MANNER OF A SUPPLICANT TO HIM, HE WOULD NOT DELIVER HIM UP TO HIS ENEMIES. SO, ANTIPATER HAVING RECEIVED SUCH ASSURANCES, RETURNED TO HYRCANUS TO JERUSALEM. A WHILE AFTERWARD HE TOOK HYRCANUS, AND STOLE OUT OF THE CITY BY NIGHT, AND WENT A GREAT JOURNEY, AND CAME AND BROUGHT HIM TO THE CITY CALLED PETRA, WHERE THE PALACE OF ARETAS WAS; AND AS HE WAS A VERY FAMILIAR FRIEND OF THAT KING, HE PERSUADED HIM TO BRING BACK HYRCANUS INTO JUDEA, AND THIS PERSUASION HE CONTINUED EVERY DAY WITHOUT ANY INTERMISSION. HE ALSO PROPOSED TO MAKE HIM PRESENTS ON THAT ACCOUNT. AT LENGTH HE PREVAILED WITH ARETAS IN HIS SUIT. MOREOVER, HYRCANUS PROMISED HIM, THAT WHEN HE HAD BEEN BROUGHT THITHER, AND HAD RECEIVED HIS KINGDOM, HE WOULD RESTORE THAT COUNTRY, AND THOSE TWELVE CITIES WHICH HIS FATHER ALEXANDER HAD TAKEN FROM THE ARABIANS, WHICH WERE THESE, MEDABA, NABALLO, LIBIAS, THARABASA, AGALA, ATHONE, ZOAR, ORONE, MARISSA, RUDDA, LUSSA, AND ORUBA. 
CHAPTER 2. HOW ARETAS AND HYRCANUS MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST ARISTOBULUS AND BESIEGED JERUSALEM; AND HOW SCAURUS THE ROMAN GENERAL RAISED THE SIEGE. CONCERNING THE DEATH OF ONIAS. 
1. AFTER THESE PROMISES HAD BEEN GIVEN TO ARETAS, HE MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST ARISTOBULUS WITH AN ARMY OF FIFTY THOUSAND HORSE AND FOOT, AND BEAT HIM IN THE BATTLE. AND WHEN AFTER THAT VICTORY MANY WENT OVER TO HYRCANUS AS DESERTERS, ARISTOBULUS WAS LEFT DESOLATE, AND FLED TO JERUSALEM; UPON WHICH THE KING OF ARABIA TOOK ALL HIS ARMY, AND MADE AN ASSAULT UPON THE TEMPLE, AND BESIEGED ARISTOBULUS THEREIN, THE PEOPLE STILL SUPPORTING HYREANUS, AND ASSISTING HIM IN THE SIEGE, WHILE NONE BUT THE PRIESTS CONTINUED WITH ARISTOBULUS. SO ARETAS UNITED THE FORCES OF THE ARABIANS AND OF THE JEWS TOGETHER, AND PRESSED ON THE SIEGE VIGOROUSLY. AS THIS HAPPENED AT THE TIME WHEN THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD WAS CELEBRATED, WHICH WE CALL THE PASSOVER, THE PRINCIPAL MEN AMONG THE JEWS LEFT THE COUNTRY, AND FLED INTO EGYPT. NOW THERE WAS ONE, WHOSE NAME WAS ONIAS, A RIGHTEOUS MAN BE WAS, AND BELOVED OF GOD, WHO, IN A CERTAIN DROUGHT, HAD PRAYED TO GOD TO PUT AN END TO THE INTENSE HEAT, AND WHOSE PRAYERS GOD HAD HEARD, AND HAD SENT THEM RAIN. THIS MAN HAD, HID HIMSELF, BECAUSE HE SAW THAT THIS SEDITION WOULD LAST A GREAT WHILE. HOWEVER, THEY BROUGHT HIM TO THE JEWISH CAMP, AND DESIRED, THAT AS BY HIS PRAYERS HE HAD ONCE PUT AN END TO THE DROUGHT, SO HE WOULD IN LIKE MANNER MAKE IMPRECATIONS ON ARISTOBULUS AND THOSE OF HIS FACTION. AND WHEN, UPON HIS REFUSAL, AND THE EXCUSES THAT HE MADE, HE WAS STILL BY THE MULTITUDE COMPELLED TO SPEAK, HE STOOD UP IN THE MIDST OF THEM, AND SAID, "O GOD, THE KING OF THE WHOLE WORLD! SINCE THOSE THAT STAND NOW WITH ME ARE THY PEOPLE, AND THOSE THAT ARE BESIEGED ARE ALSO THY PRIESTS, I BESEECH THEE, THAT THOU WILT NEITHER HEARKEN TO THE PRAYERS OF THOSE AGAINST THESE, NOR BRING TO EFFECT WHAT THESE PRAY AGAINST THOSE." WHEREUPON SUCH WICKED JEWS AS STOOD ABOUT HIM, AS SOON AS HE HAD MADE THIS PRAYER, STONED HIM TO DEATH. 
2. BUT GOD PUNISHED THEM IMMEDIATELY FOR THIS THEIR BARBARITY, AND TOOK VENGEANCE OF THEM FOR THE MURDER OF ONIAS, IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING: WHILE THE PRIESTS AND ARISTOBULUS WERE BESIEGED, IT HAPPENED THAT THE FEAST CALLED THE PASSOVER WAS COME, AT WHICH IT IS OUR CUSTOM TO OFFER A GREAT NUMBER OF SACRIFICES TO GOD; BUT THOSE THAT WERE WITH ARISTOBULUS WANTED SACRIFICES, AND DESIRED THAT THEIR COUNTRYMEN WITHOUT WOULD FURNISH THEM WITH SUCH SACRIFICES, AND ASSURED THEM THEY SHOULD HAVE AS MUCH MONEY FOR THEM AS THEY SHOULD DESIRE; AND WHEN THEY REQUIRED THEM TO PAY A THOUSAND DRACHMAE FOR EACH HEAD OF CATTLE, ARISTOBULUS AND THE PRIESTS WILLINGLY UNDERTOOK TO PAY FOR THEM ACCORDINGLY, AND THOSE WITHIN LET DOWN THE MONEY OVER THE WALLS, AND GAVE IT THEM. BUT WHEN THE OTHERS HAD RECEIVED IT, THEY DID NOT DELIVER THE SACRIFICES, BUT ARRIVED AT THAT HEIGHT OF WICKEDNESS AS TO BREAK THE ASSURANCES THEY HAD GIVEN, AND TO BE GUILTY OF IMPIETY TOWARDS GOD, BY NOT FURNISHING THOSE THAT WANTED THEM WITH SACRIFICES. AND WHEN THE PRIESTS FOUND THEY HAD BEEN CHEATED, AND THAT THE AGREEMENTS THEY HAD MADE WERE VIOLATED, THEY PRAYED TO GOD THAT HE WOULD AVENGE THEM ON THEIR COUNTRYMEN. NOR DID HE DELAY THAT THEIR PUNISHMENT, BUT SENT A STRONG AND VEHEMENT STORM OF WIND, THAT DESTROYED THE FRUITS OF THE WHOLE COUNTRY, TILL A MODIUS OF WHEAT WAS THEN BOUGHT FOR ELEVEN DRACHMAE. 
3. IN THE MEAN TIME POMPEY SENT SCAURUS INTO SYRIA, WHILE HE WAS HIMSELF IN ARMENIA, AND MAKING WAR WITH TIGRANES; BUT WHEN SCAURUS WAS COME TO DAMASCUS, AND FOUND THAT LOLLINS AND METELLUS HAD NEWLY TAKEN THE CITY, HE CAME HIMSELF HASTILY INTO JUDEA. AND WHEN HE WAS COME THITHER, AMBASSADORS CAME TO HIM, BOTH FROM ARISTOBULUS AND HYRCANUS, AND BOTH DESIRED HE WOULD ASSIST THEM. AND WHEN BOTH OF THEM PROMISED TO GIVE HIM MONEY, ARISTOBULUS FOUR HUNDRED TALENTS, AND HYRCANUS NO LESS, HE ACCEPTED OF ARISTOBULUS'S PROMISE, FOR HE WAS RICH, AND HAD A GREAT SOUL, AND DESIRED TO OBTAIN NOTHING BUT WHAT WAS MODERATE; WHEREAS THE OTHER WAS POOR, AND TENACIOUS, AND MADE INCREDIBLE PROMISES IN HOPES OF GREATER ADVANTAGES; FOR IT WAS NOT THE SAME THING TO TAKE A CITY THAT WAS EXCEEDING STRONG AND POWERFUL, AS IT WAS TO EJECT OUT OF THE COUNTRY SOME FUGITIVES, WITH A GREATER NUMBER OF MABATEANS, WHO WERE NO VERY WARLIKE PEOPLE. HE THEREFORE MADE AN AGREEMENT WITH ARISTOBULUS, FOR THE REASONS BEFORE MENTIONED, AND TOOK HIS MONEY, AND RAISED THE SIEGE, AND ORDERED ARETAS TO DEPART, OR ELSE HE SHOULD BE DECLARED AN ENEMY TO THE ROMANS. SO SCAURUS RETURNED TO DAMASCUS AGAIN; AND ARISTOBULUS, WITH A GREAT ARMY, MADE WAR WITH ARETAS AND HYRCANUS, AND FOUGHT THEM AT A PLACE CALLED PAPYRON, AND BEAT THEM IN THE BATTLE, AND SLEW ABOUT SIX THOUSAND OF THE ENEMY, WITH WHOM FELL PHALION ALSO, THE BROTHER OF ANTIPATER.
CHAPTER 3. HOW ARISTOBULUS AND HYRCANUS CAME TO POMPEY IN ORDER TO ARGUE WHO OUGHT TO HAVE THE KINGDOM; AND HOW UPON THE PLIGHT OF ARISTOBULUS TO THE FORTRESS ALEXANDRIUM POMPEY LED HIS ARMY AGAINST HIM AND ORDERED HIM TO DELIVER UP THE FORTRESSES WHEREOF HE WAS POSSESSED. 
1. A LITTLE AFTERWARD POMPEY CAME TO DAMASCUS, AND MARCHED OVER CELESYRIA; AT WHICH TIME THERE CAME AMBASSADORS TO HIM FROM ALL SYRIA, AND EGYPT, AND OUT OF JUDEA ALSO, FOR ARISTOBULUS HAD SENT HIM A GREAT PRESENT, WHICH WAS A GOLDEN VINE OF THE VALUE OF FIVE HUNDRED TALENTS. NOW STRABO OF CAPPADOCIA MENTIONS THIS PRESENT IN THESE WORDS: "THERE CAME ALSO AN EMBASSAGE OUT OF EGYPT, AND A CROWN OF THE VALUE OF FOUR THOUSAND PIECES OF GOLD; AND OUT OF JUDEA THERE CAME ANOTHER, WHETHER YOU CALL IT A VINE OR A GARDEN; THEY CALL THE THING TERPOLE, THE DELIGHT. HOWEVER, WE OURSELVES SAW THAT PRESENT REPOSITED AT ROME, IN THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER CAPITOLINUS, WITH THIS INSCRIPTION, 'THE GIFT OF ALEXANDER, THE KING OF THE JEWS.' IT WAS VALUED AT FIVE HUNDRED TALENTS; AND THE REPORT IS, THAT ARISTOBULUS, THE GOVERNOR OF THE JEWS, SENT IT." 
2. IN A LITTLE TIME AFTERWARD CAME AMBASSADORS AGAIN TO HIM, ANTIPATER FROM HYRCANUS, AND NICODEMUS FROM ARISTOBULUS; WHICH LAST ALSO ACCUSED SUCH AS HAD TAKEN BRIBES; FIRST GABINIUS, AND THEN SCAURUS, - THE ONE THREE HUNDRED TALENTS, AND THE OTHER FOUR HUNDRED; BY WHICH PROCEDURE HE MADE THESE TWO HIS ENEMIES, BESIDES THOSE HE HAD BEFORE. AND WHEN POMPEY HAD ORDERED THOSE THAT HAD CONTROVERSIES ONE WITH ANOTHER TO COME TO HIM IN THE BEGINNING OF THE SPRING, HE BROUGHT HIS ARMY OUT OF THEIR WINTER QUARTERS, AND MARCHED INTO THE COUNTRY OF DAMASCUS; AND AS HE WENT ALONG HE DEMOLISHED THE CITADEL THAT WAS AT APAMIA, WHICH ANTIOCHUS CYZICENUS HAD BUILT, AND TOOK COGNIZANCE OF THE COUNTRY OF PTOLEMY MENNEUS, A WICKED MAN, AND NOT LESS SO THAN DIONYSIUS OF TRIPOLI, WHO HAD BEEN BEHEADED, WHO WAS ALSO HIS RELATION BY MARRIAGE; YET DID HE BUY OFF THE PUNISHMENT OF HIS CRIMES FOR A THOUSAND TALENTS, WITH WHICH MONEY POMPEY PAID THE SOLDIERS THEIR WAGES. HE ALSO CONQUERED THE PLACE CALLED LYSIAS, OF WHICH SILAS A JEW WAS TYRANT. AND WHEN HE HAD PASSED OVER THE CITIES OF HELIOPOLIS AND CHALCIS, AND GOT OVER THE MOUNTAIN WHICH IS ON THE LIMIT OF COLESYRIA, HE CAME FROM PELLA TO DAMASCUS; AND THERE IT WAS THAT HE HEARD THE CAUSES OF THE JEWS, AND OF THEIR GOVERNORS HYRCANUS AND ARISTOBULUS, WHO WERE AT DIFFERENCE ONE WITH ANOTHER, AS ALSO OF THE NATION AGAINST THEM BOTH, WHICH DID NOT DESIRE TO BE UNDER KINGLY' GOVERNMENT, BECAUSE THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT THEY RECEIVED FROM THEIR FOREFATHERS WAS THAT OF SUBJECTION TO THE PRIESTS OF THAT GOD WHOM THEY WORSHIPPED; AND [THEY COMPLAINED], THAT THOUGH THESE TWO WERE THE POSTERITY OF PRIESTS, YET DID THEY SEEK TO CHANGE THE GOVERNMENT OF THEIR NATION TO ANOTHER FORM, IN ORDER TO ENSLAVE THEM. HYRCANUS COMPLAINED, THAT ALTHOUGH HE, WERE THE ELDER BROTHER, HE WAS DEPRIVED OF THE PREROGATIVE OF HIS BIRTH BY ARISTOBULUS, AND THAT HE HAD BUT A SMALL PART OF THE COUNTRY UNDER HIM, ARISTOBULUS HAVING TAKEN AWAY THE REST FROM HIM BY FORCE. HE ALSO ACCUSED HIM, THAT THE INCURSIONS WHICH HAD BEEN MADE INTO THEIR NEIGHBORS' COUNTRIES, AND THE PIRACIES THAT HAD BEEN AT SEA, WERE OWING TO HIM; AND THAT THE NATION WOULD NOT HAVE REVOLTED, UNLESS ARISTOBULUS HAD BEEN A MAN GIVEN TO VIOLENCE AND DISORDER; AND THERE WERE NO FEWER THAN A THOUSAND JEWS, OF THE BEST ESTEEM AMONG THEM, WHO CONFIRMED THIS ACCUSATION; WHICH CONFIRMATION WAS PROCURED BY ANTIPATER. BUT ARISTOBULUS ALLEGED AGAINST HIM, THAT IT WAS HYRCANUS'S OWN TEMPER, WHICH WAS INACTIVE, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT CONTEMPTIBLE, WHICH CAUSED HIM TO BE DEPRIVED OF THE GOVERNMENT; AND THAT FOR HIMSELF, HE WAS NECESSITATED TO TAKE IT UPON HIM, FOR FEAR LEST IT SHOULD BE TRANSFERRED TO OTHERS. AND THAT AS TO HIS TITLE [OF KING], IT WAS NO OTHER THAN WHAT HIS FATHER HAD TAKEN [BEFORE HIM]. HE ALSO CALLED FOR WITNESSES OF WHAT HE SAID SOME PERSONS WHO WERE BOTH YOUNG AND INSOLENT; WHOSE PURPLE GARMENTS, FINE HEADS OF HAIR, AND OTHER ORNAMENTS, WERE DETESTED [BY THE COURT], AND WHICH THEY APPEARED IN, NOT AS THOUGH THEY WERE TO PLEAD THEIR CAUSE IN A COURT OF JUSTICE, BUT AS IF THEY WERE MARCHING IN A POMPOUS PROCESSION. 
3. WHEN POMPEY HAD HEARD THE CAUSES OF THESE TWO, AND HAD CONDEMNED ARISTOBULUS FOR HIS VIOLENT PROCEDURE, HE THEN SPAKE CIVILLY TO THEM, AND SENT THEM AWAY; AND TOLD THEM, THAT WHEN HE CAME AGAIN INTO THEIR COUNTRY, HE WOULD SETTLE ALL THEIR AFFAIRS, AFTER HE HAD FIRST TAKEN A VIEW OF THE AFFAIRS OF THE NABATEANS. IN THE MEAN TIME, HE ORDERED THEM TO BE QUIET; AND TREATED ARISTOBULUS CIVILLY, LEST HE SHOULD MAKE THE NATION REVOLT, AND HINDER HIS RETURN; WHICH YET ARISTOBULUS DID; FOR WITHOUT EXPECTING ANY FURTHER DETERMINATION, WHICH POMPEY HAD PROMISED THEM, HE WENT TO THE CITY DELIUS, AND THENCE MARCHED INTO JUDEA. 
4. AT THIS BEHAVIOR POMPEY WAS ANGRY; AND TAKING WITH HIM THAT ARMY WHICH HE WAS LEADING AGAINST THE NABATEANS, AND THE AUXILIARIES THAT CAME FROM DAMASCUS, AND THE OTHER PARTS OF SYRIA, WITH THE OTHER ROMAN LEGIONS WHICH HE HAD WITH HIM, HE MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST ARISTOBULUS; BUT AS HE PASSED BY PELLA AND SCYTHOPOLIS, HE CAME TO COREM, WHICH IS THE FIRST ENTRANCE INTO JUDEA WHEN ONE PASSES OVER THE MIDLAND COUNTRIES, WHERE HE CAME TO A MOST BEAUTIFUL FORTRESS THAT WAS BUILT ON THE TOP OF A MOUNTAIN CALLED ALEXANDRIUM, WHITHER ARISTOBULUS HAD FLED; AND THENCE POMPEY SENT HIS COMMANDS TO HIM, THAT HE SHOULD COME TO HIM. ACCORDINGLY, AT THE PERSUASIONS OF MANY THAT HE WOULD NOT MAKE WAR WITH THE ROMANS, HE CAME DOWN; AND WHEN HE HAD DISPUTED WITH HIS BROTHER ABOUT THE RIGHT TO THE GOVERNMENT, HE WENT UP AGAIN TO THE CITADEL, AS POMPEY GAVE HIM LEAVE TO DO; AND THIS HE DID TWO OR THREE TIMES, AS FLATTERING HIMSELF WITH THE HOPES OF HAVING THE KINGDOM GRANTED HIM; SO THAT HE STILL PRETENDED HE WOULD OBEY POMPEY IN WHATSOEVER HE COMMANDED, ALTHOUGH AT THE SAME TIME HE RETIRED TO HIS FORTRESS, THAT HE MIGHT NOT DEPRESS HIMSELF TOO LOW, AND THAT HE MIGHT BE PREPARED FOR A WAR, IN CASE IT SHOULD PROVE AS HE FEARED, THAT POMPEY WOULD TRANSFER THE GOVERNMENT TO HYRCANUS. BUT WHEN POMPEY ENJOINED ARISTOBULUS TO DELIVER UP THE FORTRESSES HE HELD, AND TO SEND AN INJUNCTION TO THEIR GOVERNORS UNDER HIS OWN HAND FOR THAT PURPOSE, FOR THEY HAD BEEN FORBIDDEN TO DELIVER THEM UP UPON ANY OTHER COMMANDS, HE SUBMITTED INDEED TO DO SO; BUT STILL HE RETIRED IN DISPLEASURE TO JERUSALEM, AND MADE PREPARATION FOR WAR. A LITTLE AFTER THIS, CERTAIN PERSONS CAME OUT OF PONTUS, AND INFORMED POMPEY, AS HE WAS ON THE WAY, AND CONDUCTING HIS ARMY AGAINST ARISTOBULUS, THAT MITHRIDATES WAS DEAD, AND WAS SLAIN BY HIS SON PHARMACES.
CHAPTER 4. HOW POMPEY WHEN THE CITIZENS OF JERUSALEM SHUT THEIR GATES AGAINST HIM BESIEGED THE CITY AND TOOK IT BY FORCE; AS ALSO WHAT OTHER THINGS HE DID IN JUDEA. 
1. NOW WHEN POMPEY HAD PITCHED HIS CAMP AT JERICHO, (WHERE THE PALM TREE GROWS, AND THAT BALSAM WHICH IS AN OINTMENT OF ALL THE MOST PRECIOUS, WHICH UPON ANY INCISION MADE IN THE WOOD WITH A SHARP STONE, DISTILLS OUT THENCE LIKE A JUICE,) HE MARCHED IN THE MORNING TO JERUSALEM. HEREUPON ARISTOBULUS REPENTED OF WHAT HE WAS DOING, AND CAME TO POMPEY, HAD [PROMISED TO] GIVE HIM MONEY, AND RECEIVED HIM INTO JERUSALEM, AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD LEAVE OFF THE WAR, AND DO WHAT HE PLEASED PEACEABLY. SO POMPEY, UPON HIS ENTREATY, FORGAVE HIM, AND SENT GABINIUS, AND SOLDIERS WITH HIM, TO RECEIVE THE MONEY AND THE CITY: YET WAS NO PART OF THIS PERFORMED; BUT GABINIUS CAME BACK, BEING BOTH EXCLUDED OUT OF THE CITY, AND RECEIVING NONE OF THE MONEY PROMISED, BECAUSE ARISTOBULUS'S SOLDIERS WOULD NOT PERMIT THE AGREEMENTS TO BE EXECUTED. AT THIS POMPEY WAS VERY ANGRY, AND PUT ARISTOBULUS INTO PRISON, AND CAME HIMSELF TO THE CITY, WHICH WAS STRONG ON EVERY SIDE, EXCEPTING THE NORTH, WHICH WAS NOT SO WELL FORTIFIED, FOR THERE WAS A BROAD AND DEEP DITCH THAT ENCOMPASSED THE CITY AND INCLUDED WITHIN IT THE TEMPLE, WHICH WAS ITSELF ENCOMPASSED ABOUT WITH A VERY STRONG STONE WALL. 
2. NOW THERE WAS A SEDITION OF THE MEN THAT WERE WITHIN THE CITY, WHO DID NOT AGREE WHAT WAS TO BE DONE IN THEIR PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, WHILE SOME THOUGHT IT BEST TO DELIVER UP THE CITY TO POMPEY; BUT ARISTOBULUS'S PARTY EXHORTED THEM TO SHUT THE GATES, BECAUSE HE WAS KEPT IN PRISON. NOW THESE PREVENTED THE OTHERS, AND SEIZED UPON THE TEMPLE, AND CUT OFF THE BRIDGE WHICH REACHED FROM IT TO THE CITY, AND PREPARED THEMSELVES TO ABIDE A SIEGE; BUT THE OTHERS ADMITTED POMPEY'S ARMY IN, AND DELIVERED UP BOTH THE CITY AND THE KING'S PALACE TO HIM. SO, POMPEY SENT HIS LIEUTENANT PISO WITH AN ARMY, AND PLACED GARRISONS BOTH IN THE CITY AND IN THE PALACE, TO SECURE THEM, AND FORTIFIED THE HOUSES THAT JOINED TO THE TEMPLE, AND ALL THOSE WHICH WERE MORE DISTANT AND WITHOUT IT. AND IN THE FIRST PLACE, HE OFFERED TERMS OF ACCOMMODATION TO THOSE WITHIN; BUT WHEN THEY WOULD NOT COMPLY WITH WHAT WAS DESIRED, HE ENCOMPASSED ALL THE PLACES THEREABOUT WITH A WALL, WHEREIN HYRCANUS DID GLADLY ASSIST HIM ON ALL OCCASIONS; BUT POMPEY PITCHED HIS CAMP WITHIN [THE WALL], ON THE NORTH PART OF THE TEMPLE, WHERE IT WAS MOST PRACTICABLE; BUT EVEN ON THAT SIDE THERE WERE GREAT TOWERS, AND A DITCH HAD BEEN DUG, AND A DEEP VALLEY BEGIRT IT ROUND ABOUT, FOR ON THE PARTS TOWARDS THE CITY WERE PRECIPICES, AND THE BRIDGE ON WHICH POMPEY HAD GOTTEN IN WAS BROKEN DOWN. HOWEVER, A BANK WAS RAISED, DAY BY DAY, WITH A GREAT DEAL OF LABOR, WHILE THE ROMANS CUT DOWN MATERIALS FOR IT FROM THE PLACES ROUND ABOUT. AND WHEN THIS BANK WAS SUFFICIENTLY RAISED, AND THE DITCH FILLED UP, THOUGH BUT POORLY, BY REASON OF ITS IMMENSE DEPTH, HE BROUGHT HIS MECHANICAL ENGINES AND BATTERING-RAMS FROM TYRE, AND PLACING THEM ON THE BANK, HE BATTERED THE TEMPLE WITH THE STONES THAT WERE THROWN AGAINST IT. AND HAD IT NOT BEEN OUR PRACTICE, FROM THE DAYS OF OUR FOREFATHERS, TO REST ON THE SEVENTH DAY, THIS BANK COULD NEVER HAVE BEEN PERFECTED, BY REASON OF THE OPPOSITION THE JEWS WOULD HAVE MADE; FOR THOUGH OUR LAW GIVES US LEAVE THEN TO DEFEND OURSELVES AGAINST THOSE THAT BEGIN TO FIGHT WITH US AND ASSAULT US, YET DOES IT NOT PERMIT US TO MEDDLE WITH OUR ENEMIES WHILE THEY DO ANY THING ELSE. 
3. WHICH THING WHEN THE ROMANS UNDERSTOOD, ON THOSE DAYS WHICH WE CALL SABBATHS THEY THREW NOTHING AT THE JEWS, NOR CAME TO ANY PITCHED BATTLE WITH THEM; BUT RAISED UP THEIR EARTHEN BANKS, AND BROUGHT THEIR ENGINES INTO SUCH FORWARDNESS, THAT THEY MIGHT DO EXECUTION THE NEXT DAY. AND ANY ONE MAY HENCE LEARN HOW VERY GREAT PIETY WE EXERCISE TOWARDS GOD, AND THE OBSERVANCE OF HIS LAWS, SINCE THE PRIESTS WERE NOT AT ALL HINDERED FROM THEIR SACRED MINISTRATIONS BY THEIR FEAR DURING THIS SIEGE, BUT DID STILL TWICE A-DAY, IN THE MORNING AND ABOUT THE NINTH HOUR, OFFER THEIR SACRIFICES ON THE ALTAR; NOR DID THEY OMIT THOSE SACRIFICES, IF ANY MELANCHOLY ACCIDENT HAPPENED BY THE STONES THAT WERE THROWN AMONG THEM; FOR ALTHOUGH THE CITY WAS TAKEN ON THE THIRD MONTH, ON THE DAY OF THE FAST, UPON THE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-NINTH OLYMPIAD, WHEN CAIUS ANTONIUS AND MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO WERE CONSULS, AND THE ENEMY THEN FELL UPON THEM, AND CUT THE THROATS OF THOSE THAT WERE IN THE TEMPLE; YET COULD NOT THOSE THAT OFFERED THE SACRIFICES BE COMPELLED TO RUN AWAY, NEITHER BY THE FEAR THEY WERE IN OF THEIR OWN LIVES, NOR BY THE NUMBER THAT WERE ALREADY SLAIN, AS THINKING IT BETTER TO SUFFER WHATEVER CAME UPON THEM, AT THEIR VERY ALTARS, THAN TO OMIT ANY THING THAT THEIR LAWS REQUIRED OF THEM. AND THAT THIS IS NOT A MERE BRAG, OR AN ENCOMIUM TO MANIFEST A DEGREE OF OUR PIETY THAT WAS FALSE, BUT IS THE REAL TRUTH, I APPEAL TO THOSE THAT HAVE WRITTEN OF THE ACTS OF POMPEY; AND, AMONG THEM, TO STRABO AND NICOLAUS [OF DAMASCUS]; AND BESIDES THESE TWO, TITUS LIVIUS, THE WRITER OF THE ROMAN HISTORY, WHO WILL BEAR WITNESS TO THIS THING. 
4. BUT WHEN THE BATTERING-ENGINE WAS BROUGHT NEAR, THE GREATEST OF THE TOWERS WAS SHAKEN BY IT, AND FELL DOWN, AND BROKE DOWN A PART OF THE FORTIFICATIONS, SO THE ENEMY POURED IN APACE; AND CORNELIUS FAUSTUS, THE SON OF SYLLA, WITH HIS SOLDIERS, FIRST OF ALL ASCENDED THE WALL, AND NEXT TO HIM FURIUS THE CENTURION, WITH THOSE THAT FOLLOWED ON THE OTHER PART, WHILE FABIUS, WHO WAS ALSO A CENTURION, ASCENDED IT IN THE MIDDLE, WITH A GREAT BODY OF MEN AFTER HIM. BUT NOW ALL WAS FULL OF SLAUGHTER; SOME OF THE JEWS BEING SLAIN BY THE ROMANS, AND SOME BY ONE ANOTHER; NAY, SOME THERE WERE WHO THREW THEMSELVES DOWN THE PRECIPICES, OR PUT FIRE TO THEIR HOUSES, AND BURNT THEM, AS NOT ABLE TO BEAR THE MISERIES THEY WERE UNDER. OF THE JEWS THERE FELL TWELVE THOUSAND, BUT OF THE ROMANS VERY FEW. ABSALOM, WHO WAS AT ONCE BOTH UNCLE AND FATHER-IN-LAW TO ARISTOBULUS, WAS TAKEN CAPTIVE; AND NO SMALL ENORMITIES WERE COMMITTED ABOUT THE TEMPLE ITSELF, WHICH, IN FORMER AGES, HAD BEEN INACCESSIBLE, AND SEEN BY NONE; FOR POMPEY WENT INTO IT, AND NOT A FEW OF THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM ALSO, AND SAW ALL THAT WHICH IT WAS UNLAWFUL FOR ANY OTHER MEN TO SEE BUT ONLY FOR THE HIGH PRIESTS. THERE WERE IN THAT TEMPLE THE GOLDEN TABLE, THE HOLY CANDLESTICK, AND THE POURING VESSELS, AND A GREAT QUANTITY OF SPICES; AND BESIDES THESE THERE WERE AMONG THE TREASURES TWO THOUSAND TALENTS OF SACRED MONEY: YET DID POMPEY TOUCH NOTHING OF ALL THIS, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS REGARD TO RELIGION; AND IN THIS POINT ALSO HE ACTED IN A MANNER THAT WAS WORTHY OF HIS VIRTUE. THE NEXT DAY HE GAVE ORDER TO THOSE THAT HAD THE CHARGE OF THE TEMPLE TO CLEANSE IT, AND TO BRING WHAT OFFERINGS THE LAW REQUIRED TO GOD; AND RESTORED THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD TO HYRCANUS, BOTH BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN USEFUL TO HIM IN OTHER RESPECTS, AND BECAUSE HE HINDERED THE JEWS IN THE COUNTRY FROM GIVING ARISTOBULUS ANY ASSISTANCE IN HIS WAR AGAINST HIM. HE ALSO CUT OFF THOSE THAT HAD BEEN THE AUTHORS OF THAT WAR; AND BESTOWED PROPER REWARDS ON FAUSTUS, AND THOSE OTHERS THAT MOUNTED THE WALL WITH SUCH ALACRITY; AND HE MADE JERUSALEM TRIBUTARY TO THE ROMANS, AND TOOK AWAY THOSE CITIES OF CELESYRIA WHICH THE INHABITANTS OF JUDEA HAD SUBDUED, AND PUT THEM UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ROMAN PRESIDENT, AND CONFINED THE WHOLE NATION, WHICH HAD ELEVATED ITSELF SO HIGH BEFORE, WITHIN ITS OWN BOUNDS. MOREOVER, HE REBUILT GADARA, WHICH HAD BEEN DEMOLISHED A LITTLE BEFORE, TO GRATIFY DEMETRIUS OF GADARA, WHO WAS HIS FREEDMAN, AND RESTORED THE REST OF THE CITIES, HIPPOS, AND SCYTHOPOLIS, AND PELLA, AND DIOS, AND SAMARIA, AS ALSO MARISSA, AND ASHDOD, AND JAMNIA, AND ARETHUSA, TO THEIR OWN INHABITANTS: THESE WERE IN THE INLAND PARTS. BESIDES THOSE THAT HAD BEEN DEMOLISHED, AND ALSO OF THE MARITIME CITIES, GAZA, AND JOPPA, AND DORA, AND STRATO'S TOWER; WHICH LAST HEROD REBUILT AFTER A GLORIOUS MANNER, AND ADORNED WITH HAVENS AND TEMPLES, AND CHANGED ITS NAME TO CAESAREA. ALL THESE POMPEY LEFT IN A STATE OF FREEDOM, AND JOINED THEM TO THE PROVINCE OF SYRIA. 
5. NOW THE OCCASIONS OF THIS MISERY WHICH CAME UPON JERUSALEM WERE HYRCANUS AND ARISTOBULUS, BY RAISING A SEDITION ONE AGAINST THE OTHER; FOR NOW, WE LOST OUR LIBERTY, AND BECAME SUBJECT TO THE ROMANS, AND WERE DEPRIVED OF THAT COUNTRY WHICH WE HAD GAINED BY OUR ARMS FROM THE SYRIANS, AND WERE COMPELLED TO RESTORE IT TO THE SYRIANS. MOREOVER, THE ROMANS EXACTED OF US, IN A LITTLE TIME, ABOVE TEN THOUSAND TALENTS; AND THE ROYAL AUTHORITY, WHICH WAS A DIGNITY FORMERLY BESTOWED ON THOSE THAT WERE HIGH PRIESTS, BY THE RIGHT OF THEIR FAMILY, BECAME THE PROPERTY OF PRIVATE MEN. BUT OF THESE MATTERS WE SHALL TREAT IN THEIR PROPER PLACES. NOW POMPEY COMMITTED CELESYRIA, AS FAR AS THE RIVER EUPHRATES AND EGYPT, TO SCAURUS, WITH TWO ROMAN LEGIONS, AND THEN WENT AWAY TO CILICIA, AND MADE HASTE TO ROME. HE ALSO CARRIED BOUND ALONG WITH HIM ARISTOBULUS AND HIS CHILDREN; FOR HE HAD TWO DAUGHTERS, AND AS MANY SONS; THE ONE OF WHICH RAN AWAY, BUT THE YOUNGER, ANTIGONUS, WAS CARRIED TO ROME, TOGETHER WITH HIS SISTERS.
CHAPTER 5. HOW SCAURUS MADE A LEAGUE OF MUTUAL ASSISTANCE WITH ARETAS; AND WHAT GABINIUS DID IN JUDEA, AFTER HE HAD CONQUERED ALEXANDER, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS. 
1. SCAURUS MADE NOW AN EXPEDITION AGAINST PETREA, IN ARABIA, AND SET ON FIRE ALL THE PLACES ROUND ABOUT IT, BECAUSE OF THE GREAT DIFFICULTY OF ACCESS TO IT. AND AS HIS ARMY WAS PINCHED BY FAMINE, ANTIPATER FURNISHED HIM WITH CORN OUT OF JUDEA, AND WITH WHATEVER ELSE HE WANTED, AND THIS AT THE COMMAND OF HYRCANUS. AND WHEN HE WAS SENT TO ARETAS, AS AN AMBASSADOR BY SCAURUS, BECAUSE HE HAD LIVED WITH HIM FORMERLY, HE PERSUADED ARETAS TO GIVE SCAURUS A SUM OF MONEY, TO PREVENT THE BURNING OF HIS COUNTRY, AND UNDERTOOK TO BE HIS SURETY FOR THREE HUNDRED TALENTS. SO SCAURUS, UPON THESE TERMS, CEASED TO MAKE WAR ANY LONGER; WHICH WAS DONE AS MUCH AT SCAURUS'S DESIRE, AS AT THE DESIRE OF ARETAS. 
2. SOME TIME AFTER THIS, WHEN ALEXANDER, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS, MADE AN INCURSION INTO JUDEA, GABINIUS CAME FROM ROME INTO SYRIA, AS COMMANDER OF THE ROMAN FORCES. HE DID MANY CONSIDERABLE ACTIONS; AND PARTICULARLY MADE WAR WITH ALEXANDER, SINCE HYRCANUS WAS NOT YET ABLE TO OPPOSE HIS POWER, BUT WAS ALREADY ATTEMPTING TO REBUILD THE WALL OF JERUSALEM, WHICH POMPEY HAD OVERTHROWN, ALTHOUGH THE ROMANS WHICH WERE THERE RESTRAINED HIM FROM THAT HIS DESIGN. HOWEVER, ALEXANDER WENT OVER ALL THE COUNTRY ROUND ABOUT, AND ARMED MANY OF THE JEWS, AND SUDDENLY GOT TOGETHER TEN THOUSAND ARMED FOOTMEN, AND FIFTEEN HUNDRED HORSEMEN, AND FORTIFIED ALEXANDRIUM, A FORTRESS NEAR TO COREM, AND MACHERUS, NEAR THE MOUNTAINS OF ARABIA. GABINIUS THEREFORE CAME UPON HIM, HAVING SENT MARCUS ANTONIUS, WITH OTHER COMMANDERS, BEFORE. THESE ARMED SUCH ROMANS AS FOLLOWED THEM; AND, TOGETHER WITH THEM, SUCH JEWS AS WERE SUBJECT TO THEM, WHOSE LEADERS WERE PITHOLAUS AND MALICHUS; AND THEY TOOK WITH THEM ALSO THEIR FRIENDS THAT WERE WITH ANTIPATER, AND MET ALEXANDER, WHILE GABINIUS HIMSELF FOLLOWED WITH HIS LEGION. HEREUPON ALEXANDER RETIRED TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF JERUSALEM, WHERE THEY FELL UPON ONE ANOTHER, AND IT CAME TO A PITCHED BATTLE, IN WHICH THE ROMANS SLEW OF THEIR ENEMIES ABOUT THREE THOUSAND, AND TOOK A LIKE NUMBER ALIVE. 
3. AT WHICH TIME GABINIUS CAME TO ALEXANDRIUM, AND INVITED THOSE THAT WERE IN IT TO DELIVER IT UP ON CERTAIN CONDITIONS, AND PROMISED THAT THEN THEIR FORMER OFFENSES SHOULD BE FORGIVEN. BUT AS A GREAT NUMBER OF THE ENEMY HAD PITCHED THEIR CAMP BEFORE THE FORTRESS, WHOM THE ROMANS ATTACKED, MARCUS ANTONIUS FOUGHT BRAVELY, AND SLEW A GREAT NUMBER, AND SEEMED TO COME OFF WITH THE GREATEST HONOR. SO GABINIUS LEFT PART OF HIS ARMY THERE, IN ORDER TO TAKE THE PLACE, AND HE HIMSELF WENT INTO OTHER PARTS OF JUDEA, AND GAVE ORDER TO REBUILD ALL THE CITIES THAT HE MET WITH THAT HAD BEEN DEMOLISHED; AT WHICH TIME WERE REBUILT SAMARIA, ASHDOD, SCYTHOPOLIS, ANTHEDON, RAPHIA, AND DORA; MARISSA ALSO, AND GAZA, AND NOT A FEW OTHERS BESIDES. AND AS THE MEN ACTED ACCORDING TO GABINIUS'S COMMAND, IT CAME TO PASS, THAT AT THIS TIME THESE CITIES WERE SECURELY INHABITED, WHICH HAD BEEN DESOLATE FOR A LONG TIME. 
4. WHEN GABINIUS HAD DONE THUS IN THE COUNTRY, HE RETURNED TO ALEXANDRIUM; AND WHEN HE URGED ON THE SIEGE OF THE PLACE, ALEXANDER SENT AN EMBASSAGE TO HIM, DESIRING THAT HE WOULD PARDON HIS FORMER OFFENSES; HE ALSO DELIVERED UP THE FORTRESSES, HYRCANIA AND MACHERUS, AND AT LAST ALEXANDRIUM ITSELF WHICH FORTRESSES GABINIUS DEMOLISHED. BUT WHEN ALEXANDER'S MOTHER, WHO WAS OF THE SIDE OF THE ROMANS, AS HAVING HER HUSBAND AND OTHER CHILDREN AT ROME, CAME TO HIM, HE GRANTED HER WHATSOEVER SHE ASKED; AND WHEN HE HAD SETTLED MATTERS WITH HER, HE BROUGHT HYRCANUS TO JERUSALEM, AND COMMITTED THE CARE OF THE TEMPLE TO HIM. AND WHEN HE HAD ORDAINED FIVE COUNCILS, HE DISTRIBUTED THE NATION INTO THE SAME NUMBER OF PARTS. SO, THESE COUNCILS GOVERNED THE PEOPLE; THE FIRST WAS AT JERUSALEM, THE SECOND AT GADARA, THE THIRD AT AMATHUS, THE FOURTH AT JERICHO, AND THE FIFTH AT SEPPHORIS IN GALILEE. SO, THE JEWS WERE NOW FREED FROM MONARCHIC AUTHORITY, AND WERE GOVERNED BY AN ARISTOCRACY.
CHAPTER 6. HOW GABINIUS CAUGHT ARISTOBULUS AFTER HE HAD FLED FROM ROME, AND SENT HIM BACK TO ROME AGAIN; AND NOW THE SAME GABINIUS AS HE RETURNED OUT OF EGYPT OVERCAME ALEXANDER AND THE NABATEANS IN BATTLE. 
1. NOW ARISTOBULUS RAN AWAY FROM ROME TO JUDEA, AND SET ABOUT THE REBUILDING OF ALEXANDRIUM, WHICH HAD BEEN NEWLY DEMOLISHED. HEREUPON GABINIUS SENT SOLDIERS AGAINST HIM, ADD FOR THEIR COMMANDERS SISENNA, AND ANTONIUS, AND SERVILIUS, IN ORDER TO HINDER HIM FROM GETTING POSSESSION OF THE COUNTRY, AND TO TAKE HIM AGAIN. AND INDEED, MANY OF THE JEWS RAN TO ARISTOBULUS, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS FORMER GLORY, AS ALSO BECAUSE THEY SHOULD BE GLAD OF AN INNOVATION. NOW THERE WAS ONE PITHOLAUS, A LIEUTENANT AT JERUSALEM, WHO DESERTED TO HIM WITH A THOUSAND MEN, ALTHOUGH A GREAT NUMBER OF THOSE THAT CAME TO HIM WERE UNARMED; AND WHEN ARISTOBULUS HAD RESOLVED TO GO TO MACHERUS, HE DISMISSED THOSE PEOPLE, BECAUSE THEY WERE UNARMED; FOR THEY COULD NOT BE USEFUL TO HIM IN WHAT ACTIONS HE WAS GOING ABOUT; BUT HE TOOK WITH HIM EIGHT THOUSAND THAT WERE ARMED, AND MARCHED ON; AND AS THE ROMANS FELL UPON THEM SEVERELY, THE JEWS FOUGHT VALIANTLY, BUT WERE BEATEN IN THE BATTLE; AND WHEN THEY HAD FOUGHT WITH ALACRITY, BUT WERE OVERBORNE BY THE ENEMY, THEY WERE PUT TO FLIGHT; OF WHOM WERE SLAIN ABOUT FIVE THOUSAND, AND THE REST BEING DISPERSED, TRIED, AS WELL AS THEY WERE ABLE, TO SAVE THEMSELVES. HOWEVER, ARISTOBULUS HAD WITH HIM STILL ABOVE A THOUSAND, AND WITH THEM HE FLED TO MACHERUS, AND FORTIFIED THE PLACE; AND THOUGH HE HAD HAD ILL SUCCESS, HE STILL HAD GOOD HOPE OF HIS AFFAIRS; BUT WHEN HE HAD STRUGGLED AGAINST THE SIEGE FOR TWO DAYS' TIME, AND HAD RECEIVED MANY WOUNDS, HE WAS BROUGHT AS A CAPTIVE TO GABINIUS, WITH HIS SON ANTIGONUS, WHO ALSO FLED WITH HIM FROM ROME. AND THIS WAS THE FORTUNE OF ARISTOBULUS, WHO WAS SENT BACK AGAIN TO ROME, AND WAS THERE RETAINED IN BONDS, HAVING BEEN BOTH KING AND HIGH PRIEST FOR THREE YEARS AND SIX MONTHS; AND WAS INDEED AN EMINENT PERSON, AND ONE OF A GREAT SOUL. HOWEVER, THE SENATE LET HIS CHILDREN GO, UPON GABINIUS'S WRITING TO THEM THAT HE HAD PROMISED THEIR MOTHER SO MUCH WHEN SHE DELIVERED UP THE FORTRESSES TO HIM; AND ACCORDINGLY, THEY THEN RETURNED INTO JUDEA. 
2. NOW WHEN GABINIUS WAS MAKING AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE PARTHIANS, AND HAD ALREADY PASSED OVER EUPHRATES, HE CHANGED HIS MIND, AND RESOLVED TO RETURN INTO EGYPT, IN ORDER TO RESTORE PTOLEMY TO HIS KINGDOM. THIS HATH ALSO BEEN RELATED ELSEWHERE. HOWEVER, ANTIPATER SUPPLIED HIS ARMY, WHICH HE SENT AGAINST ARCHELAUS, WITH CORN, AND WEAPONS, AND MONEY. HE ALSO MADE THOSE JEWS WHO WERE ABOVE PELUSIUM HIS FRIENDS AND CONFEDERATES, AND HAD BEEN THE GUARDIANS OF THE PASSES THAT LED INTO EGYPT. BUT WHEN HE CAME BACK OUT OF EGYPT, HE FOUND SYRIA IN DISORDER, WITH SEDITIONS AND TROUBLES; FOR ALEXANDER, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS, HAVING SEIZED ON THE GOVERNMENT A SECOND TIME BY FORCE, MADE MANY OF THE JEWS REVOLT TO HIM; AND SO HE MARCHED OVER THE COUNTRY WITH A GREAT ARMY, AND SLEW ALL THE ROMANS HE COULD LIGHT UPON, AND PROCEEDED TO BESIEGE THE MOUNTAIN CALLED GERIZZIM, WHITHER THEY HAD RETREATED. 
3. BUT WHEN GABINIUS FOUND SYRIA IN SUCH A STATE, HE SENT ANTIPATER, WHO WAS A PRUDENT MAN, TO THOSE THAT WERE SEDITIOUS, TO TRY WHETHER HE COULD CURE THEM OF THEIR MADNESS, AND PERSUADE THEM TO RETURN TO A BETTER MIND; AND WHEN HE CAME TO THEM, HE BROUGHT MANY OF THEM TO A SOUND MIND, AND INDUCED THEM TO DO WHAT THEY OUGHT TO DO; BUT HE COULD NOT RESTRAIN ALEXANDER, FOR HE HAD AN ARMY OF THIRTY THOUSAND JEWS, AND MET GABINIUS, AND JOINING BATTLE WITH HIM, WAS BEATEN, AND LOST TEN THOUSAND OF HIS MEN ABOUT MOUNT TABOR. 
4. SO GABINIUS SETTLED THE AFFAIRS WHICH BELONGED TO THE CITY JERUSALEM, AS WAS AGREEABLE TO ANTIPATER'S INCLINATION, AND WENT AGAINST THE NABATEANS, AND OVERCAME THEM IN BATTLE. HE ALSO SENT AWAY IN A FRIENDLY MANNER MITHRIDATES AND ORSANES, WHO WERE PARTHIAN DESERTERS, AND CAME TO HIM, THOUGH THE REPORT WENT ABROAD THAT THEY HAD RUN AWAY FROM HIM. AND WHEN GABINIUS HAD PERFORMED GREAT AND GLORIOUS ACTIONS, IN HIS MANAGEMENT OF THE AFFAIRS OF WAR, HE RETURNED TO ROME, AND DELIVERED THE GOVERNMENT TO CRASSUS. NOW NICOLAUS OF DAMASCUS, AND STRABO OF CAPPADOCIA, BOTH DESCRIBE THE EXPEDITIONS OF POMPEY AND GABINIUS AGAINST THE JEWS, WHILE NEITHER OF THEM, SAY ANYTHING NEW WHICH IS NOT IN THE OTHER.
CHAPTER 7. HOW CRASSUS CAME INTO JUDEA, AND PILLAGED THE TEMPLE; AND THEN MARCHED AGAINST THE PARTHIANS AND PERISHED, WITH HIS ARMY. ALSO, HOW CASSIUS OBTAINED SYRIA, AND PUT A STOP TO THE PARTHIANS AND THEN WENT UP TO JUDEA. 
1. NOW CRASSUS, AS HE WAS GOING UPON HIS EXPEDITION AGAINST THE PARTHIANS, CAME INTO JUDEA, AND CARRIED OFF THE MONEY THAT WAS IN THE TEMPLE, WHICH POMPEY HAD LEFT, BEING TWO THOUSAND TALENTS, AND WAS DISPOSED TO SPOIL IT OF ALL THE GOLD BELONGING TO IT, WHICH WAS EIGHT THOUSAND TALENTS. HE ALSO TOOK A BEAM, WHICH WAS MADE OF SOLID BEATEN GOLD, OF THE WEIGHT OF THREE HUNDRED MINAE, EACH OF WHICH WEIGHED TWO POUNDS AND A HALF. IT WAS THE PRIEST WHO WAS GUARDIAN OF THE SACRED TREASURES, AND WHOSE NAME WAS ELEAZAR, THAT GAVE HIM THIS BEAM, NOT OUT OF A WICKED DESIGN, FOR HE WAS A GOOD AND A RIGHTEOUS MAN; BUT BEING INTRUSTED WITH THE CUSTODY OF THE VEILS BELONGING TO THE TEMPLE, WHICH WERE OF ADMIRABLE BEAUTY, AND OF VERY COSTLY WORKMANSHIP, AND HUNG DOWN FROM THIS BEAM, WHEN LIE SAW THAT CRASSUS WAS BUSY IN GATHERING MONEY, AND WAS IN FEAR FOR THE ENTIRE ORNAMENTS OF THE TEMPLE, HE GAVE HIM THIS BEAM OF GOLD AS A RANSOM FOR THE WHOLE, BUT THIS NOT TILL HE HAD GIVEN HIS OATH THAT HE WOULD REMOVE NOTHING ELSE OUT OF THE TEMPLE, BUT BE SATISFIED WITH THIS ONLY, WHICH HE SHOULD GIVE HIM, BEING WORTH MANY TEN THOUSAND [SHEKELS]. NOW THIS BEAM WAS CONTAINED IN A WOODEN BEAM THAT WAS HOLLOW, BUT WAS KNOWN TO NO OTHERS; BUT ELEAZAR ALONE KNEW IT; YET DID CRASSUS TAKE AWAY THIS BEAM, UPON THE CONDITION OF TOUCHING NOTHING ELSE THAT BELONGED TO THE TEMPLE, AND THEN BRAKE HIS OATH, AND CARRIED AWAY ALL THE GOLD THAT WAS IN THE TEMPLE. 
2. AND LET NO ONE WONDER THAT THERE WAS SO MUCH WEALTH IN OUR TEMPLE, SINCE ALL THE JEWS THROUGHOUT THE HABITABLE EARTH, AND THOSE THAT WORSHIPPED GOD, NAY, EVEN THOSE OF ASIA AND EUROPE, SENT THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO IT, AND THIS FROM VERY ANCIENT TIMES. NOR IS THE LARGENESS OF THESE SUMS WITHOUT ITS ATTESTATION; NOR IS THAT GREATNESS OWING TO OUR VANITY, AS RAISING IT WITHOUT GROUND TO SO GREAT A HEIGHT; BUT THERE ARE MANY WITNESSES TO IT, AND PARTICULARLY STRABO OF CAPPADOCIA, WHO SAYS THUS: "MITHRIDATES SENT TO COS, AND TOOK THE MONEY WHICH QUEEN CLEOPATRA HAD DEPOSITED THERE, AS ALSO EIGHT HUNDRED TALENTS BELONGING TO THE JEWS." NOW WE HAVE NO PUBLIC MONEY BUT ONLY WHAT APPERTAINS TO GOD; AND IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE ASIAN JEWS REMOVED THIS MONEY OUT OF FEAR OF MITHRIDATES; FOR IT IS NOT PROBABLE THAT THOSE OF JUDEA, WHO HAD A STRONG CITY AND TEMPLE, SHOULD SEND THEIR MONEY TO COS; NOR IS IT LIKELY THAT THE JEWS WHO ARE INHABITANTS OF ALEXANDRIA SHOULD DO SO NEITHER, SINCE THEY WERE ILL NO FEAR OF MITHRIDATES. AND STRABO HIMSELF BEARS WITNESS TO THE SAME THING IN ANOTHER PLACE, THAT AT THE SAME TIME THAT SYLLA PASSED OVER INTO GREECE, IN ORDER TO FIGHT AGAINST MITHRIDATES, HE SENT LUCULLUS TO PUT AN END TO A SEDITION THAT OUR NATION, OF WHOM THE HABITABLE EARTH IS FULL, HAD RAISED IN CYRENE; WHERE HE SPEAKS THUS: "THERE WERE FOUR CLASSES OF MEN AMONG THOSE OF CYRENE; THAT OF CITIZENS, THAT OF HUSBANDMEN, THE THIRD OF STRANGERS, AND THE FOURTH OF JEWS. NOW THESE JEWS ARE ALREADY GOTTEN INTO ALL CITIES; AND IT IS HARD TO FIND A PLACE IN THE HABITABLE EARTH THAT HATH NOT ADMITTED THIS TRIBE OF MEN, AND IS NOT POSSESSED BY THEM; AND IT HATH COME TO PASS THAT EGYPT AND CYRENE, AS HAVING THE SAME GOVERNORS, AND A GREAT NUMBER OF OTHER NATIONS, IMITATE THEIR WAY OF LIVING, AND MAINTAIN GREAT BODIES OF THESE JEWS IN A PECULIAR MANNER, AND GROW UP TO GREATER PROSPERITY WITH THEM, AND MAKE USE OF THE SAME LAWS WITH THAT NATION ALSO. ACCORDINGLY, THE JEWS HAVE PLACES ASSIGNED THEM IN EGYPT, WHEREIN THEY INHABIT, BESIDES WHAT IS PECULIARLY ALLOTTED TO THIS NATION AT ALEXANDRIA, WHICH IS A LARGE PART OF THAT CITY. THERE IS ALSO AN ETHNARCH ALLOWED THEM, WHO GOVERNS THE NATION, AND DISTRIBUTES JUSTICE TO THEM, AND TAKES CARE OF THEIR CONTRACTS, AND OF THE LAWS TO THEM BELONGING, AS IF HE WERE THE RULER OF A FREE REPUBLIC. IN EGYPT, THEREFORE, THIS NATION IS POWERFUL, BECAUSE THE JEWS WERE ORIGINALLY EGYPTIANS, AND BECAUSE THE LAND WHEREIN THEY INHABIT, SINCE THEY WENT THENCE, IS NEAR TO EGYPT. THEY ALSO REMOVED INTO CYRENE, BECAUSE THAT THIS LAND ADJOINED TO THE GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT, AS WELL AS DOES JUDEA, OR RATHER WAS FORMERLY UNDER THE SAME GOVERNMENT." AND THIS IS WHAT STRABO SAYS. 
3. SO WHEN CRASSUS HAD SETTLED ALL THINGS AS HE HIMSELF PLEASED, HE MARCHED INTO PARTHIA, WHERE BOTH HE HIMSELF AND ALL HIS ARMY PERISHED, AS HATH BEEN RELATED ELSEWHERE. BUT CASSIUS, AS HE FLED FROM ROME TO SYRIA, TOOK POSSESSION OF IT, AND WAS AN IMPEDIMENT TO THE PARTHIANS, WHO BY REASON OF THEIR VICTORY OVER CRASSUS MADE INCURSIONS UPON IT. AND AS HE CAME BACK TO TYRE, HE WENT UP INTO JUDEA ALSO, AND FELL UPON TARICHEE, AND PRESENTLY TOOK IT, AND CARRIED ABOUT THIRTY THOUSAND JEWS CAPTIVES; AND SLEW PITHOLAUS, WHO SUCCEEDED ARISTOBULUS IN HIS SEDITIOUS PRACTICES, AND THAT BY THE PERSUASION OF ANTIPATER, WHO PROVED TO HAVE GREAT INTEREST IN HIM, AND WAS AT THAT TIME IN GREAT REPUTE WITH THE IDUMEANS ALSO: OUT OF WHICH NATION HE MARRIED A WIFE, WHO WAS THE DAUGHTER OF ONE OF THEIR EMINENT MEN, AND HER NAME WAS CYPROS, BY WHOM HE HAD FOUR SONS, PHASAEL, AND HEROD, WHO WAS AFTERWARDS MADE KING, AND JOSEPH, AND PHERORAS; AND A DAUGHTER, NAMED SALOME. THIS ANTIPATER CULTIVATED ALSO A FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL KINDNESS WITH OTHER POTENTATES, BUT ESPECIALLY WITH THE KING OF ARABIA, TO WHOM HE COMMITTED HIS CHILDREN, WHILE HE FOUGHT AGAINST ARISTOBULUS. SO, CASSIUS REMOVED HIS CAMP, AND MARCHED TO EUPHRATES, TO MEET THOSE THAT WERE COMING TO ATTACK HIM, AS HATH BEEN RELATED BY OTHERS. 
4. BUT SOME TIME AFTERWARD CESAR, WHEN HE HAD TAKEN ROME, AND AFTER POMPEY AND THE SENATE WERE FLED BEYOND THE IONIAN SEA, FREED ARISTOBULUS FROM HIS BONDS, AND RESOLVED TO SEND HIM INTO SYRIA, AND DELIVERED TWO LEGIONS TO HIM, THAT HE MIGHT SET MATTERS RIGHT, AS BEING A POTENT MAN IN THAT COUNTRY. BUT ARISTOBULUS HAD NO ENJOYMENT OF WHAT HE HOPED FOR FROM THE POWER THAT WAS GIVEN HIM BY CESAR; FOR THOSE OF POMPEY'S PARTY PREVENTED IT, AND DESTROYED HIM BY POISON; AND THOSE OF CAESAR'S PARTY BURIED HIM. HIS DEAD BODY ALSO LAY, FOR A GOOD WHILE, EMBALMED IN HONEY, TILL ANTONY AFTERWARD SENT IT TO JUDEA, AND CAUSED HIM TO BE BURIED IN THE ROYAL SEPULCHER. BUT SCIPIO, UPON POMPEY'S SENDING TO HIM TO SLAY ALEXANDER, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS, BECAUSE THE YOUNG MAN WAS ACCUSED OF WHAT OFFENSES HE HAD BEEN GUILTY OF AT FIRST AGAINST THE ROMANS, CUT OFF HIS HEAD; AND THUS, DID HE DIE AT ANTIOCH. BUT PTOLEMY, THE SON OF MENNEUS, WHO WAS THE RULER OF CHALCIS, UNDER MOUNT LIBANUS, TOOK HIS BRETHREN TO HIM, AND SENT HIS SON PHILIPPION TO ASKELON TO ARISTOBULUS'S WIFE, AND DESIRED HER TO SEND BACK WITH HIM HER SON ANTIGONUS, AND HER DAUGHTERS; THE ONE OF WHICH, WHOSE NAME WAS ALEXANDRA, PHILIPPION FELL IN LOVE WITH, AND MARRIED HER, THOUGH AFTERWARD HIS FATHER PTOLEMY SLEW HIM, AND MARRIED ALEXANDRA, AND CONTINUED TO TAKE CARE OF HER BRETHREN.
CHAPTER 8. THE JEWS BECOME CONFEDERATES WITH CAESAR WHEN HE FOUGHT AGAINST EGYPT. THE GLORIOUS ACTIONS OF ANTIPATER, AND HIS FRIENDSHIP WITH CAESAR. THE HONORS WHICH THE JEWS RECEIVED FROM THE ROMANS AND ATHENIANS. 
1. NOW AFTER POMPEY WAS DEAD, AND AFTER THAT VICTORY CAESAR HAD GAINED OVER HIM, ANTIPATER, WHO MANAGED THE JEWISH AFFAIRS, BECAME VERY USEFUL TO CAESAR WHEN HE MADE WAR AGAINST EGYPT, AND THAT BY THE ORDER OF HYRCANUS; FOR WHEN MITHRIDATES OF PERGAINUS WAS BRINGING HIS AUXILIARIES, AND WAS NOT ABLE TO CONTINUE HIS MARCH THROUGH PELUSIUM, BUT OBLIGED TO STAY AT ASKELON, ANTIPATER CAME TO HIM, CONDUCTING THREE THOUSAND OF THE JEWS, ARMED MEN. HE HAD ALSO TAKEN CARE THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF THE ARABIANS SHOULD COME TO HIS ASSISTANCE; AND ON HIS ACCOUNT IT WAS THAT ALL THE SYRIANS ASSISTED HIM ALSO, AS NOT WILLING TO APPEAR BEHINDHAND IN THEIR ALACRITY FOR CESAR, VIZ. JAMBLICUS THE RULER, AND PTOLEMY HIS SON, AND THOLOMY THE SON OF SOHEMUS, WHO DWELT AT MOUNT LIBANUS, AND ALMOST ALL THE CITIES. SO MITHRIDATES MARCHED OUT OF SYRIA, AND CAME TO PELUSIUM; AND WHEN ITS INHABITANTS WOULD NOT ADMIT HIM, HE BESIEGED THE CITY. NOW ANTIPATER SIGNALIZED HIMSELF HERE, AND WAS THE FIRST WHO PLUCKED DOWN A PART OF THE WALL, AND SO OPENED A WAY TO THE REST, WHEREBY THEY MIGHT ENTER THE CITY, AND BY THIS MEANS PELUSIUM WAS TAKEN. BUT IT HAPPENED THAT THE EGYPTIAN JEWS, WHO DWELT IN THE COUNTRY CALLED ONION, WOULD NOT LET ANTIPATER AND MITHRIDATES, WITH THEIR SOLDIERS, PASS TO CAESAR; BUT ANTIPATER PERSUADED THEM TO COME OVER WITH THEIR PARTY, BECAUSE HE WAS OF THE SAME PEOPLE WITH THEM, AND THAT CHIEFLY BY SHOWING THEM THE EPISTLES OF HYRCANUS THE HIGH PRIEST, WHEREIN HE EXHORTED THEM TO CULTIVATE FRIENDSHIP WITH CAESAR, AND TO SUPPLY HIS ARMY WITH MONEY, AND ALL SORTS OF PROVISIONS WHICH THEY WANTED; AND ACCORDINGLY, WHEN THEY SAW ANTIPATER AND THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE SAME SENTIMENTS, THEY DID AS THEY WERE DESIRED. AND WHEN THE JEWS ABOUT MEMPHIS HEARD THAT THESE JEWS WERE COME OVER TO CAESAR, THEY ALSO INVITED MITHRIDATES TO COME TO THEM; SO, HE CAME AND RECEIVED THEM ALSO INTO HIS ARMY. 
2. AND WHEN MITHRIDATES HAD GONE OVER ALL DELTA, AS THE PLACE IS CALLED, HE CAME TO A PITCHED BATTLE WITH THE ENEMY, NEAR THE PLACE CALLED THE JEWISH CAMP. NOW MITHRIDATES HAD THE RIGHT WING, AND ANTIPATER THE LEFT; AND WHEN IT CAME TO A FIGHT, THAT WING WHERE MITHRIDATES WAS GAVE WAY, AND WAS LIKELY TO SUFFER EXTREMELY, UNLESS ANTIPATER HAD COME RUNNING TO HIM WITH HIS OWN SOLDIERS ALONG THE SHORE, WHEN HE HAD ALREADY BEATEN THE ENEMY THAT OPPOSED HIM; SO, HE DELIVERED MITHRIDATES, AND PUT THOSE EGYPTIANS WHO HAD BEEN TOO HARD FOR HIM TO FLIGHT. HE ALSO TOOK THEIR CAMP, AND CONTINUED IN THE PURSUIT OF THEM. HE ALSO RECALLED MITHRIDATES, WHO HAD BEEN WORSTED, AND WAS RETIRED A GREAT WAY OFF; OF WHOSE SOLDIERS EIGHT HUNDRED FELL, BUT OF ANTIPATER'S FIFTY. SO MITHRIDATES SENT AN ACCOUNT OF THIS BATTLE TO CAESAR, AND OPENLY DECLARED THAT ANTIPATER WAS THE AUTHOR OF THIS VICTORY, AND OF HIS OWN PRESERVATION, INSOMUCH THAT CAESAR COMMENDED ANTIPATER THEN, AND MADE USE OF HIM ALL THE REST OF THAT WAR IN THE MOST HAZARDOUS UNDERTAKINGS; HE HAPPENED ALSO TO BE WOUNDED IN ONE OF THOSE ENGAGEMENTS 
3. HOWEVER, WHEN CAESAR, AFTER SOME TIME, HAD FINISHED THAT WAR, AND WAS SAILED AWAY FOR SYRIA, HE HONORED ANTIPATER GREATLY, AND CONFIRMED HYRCANUS IN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD; AND BESTOWED ON ANTIPATER THE PRIVILEGE OF A CITIZEN OF ROME, AND A FREEDOM FROM TAXES EVERY WHERE; AND IT IS REPORTED BY MANY, THAT HYRCANUS WENT ALONG WITH ANTIPATER IN THIS EXPEDITION, AND CAME HIMSELF INTO EGYPT. AND STRABO OF CAPPADOCIA BEARS WITNESS TO THIS, WHEN HE SAYS THUS, IN THE NAME OF ASLNIUS: "AFTER MITHRIDATES HAD INVADED EGYPT, AND WITH HIM HYRCANUS THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE JEWS." NAY, THE SAME STRABO SAYS THUS AGAIN, IN ANOTHER PLACE, IN THE NAME OF HYPSICRATES, THAT "MITHRIDATES AT FIRST WENT OUT ALONE; BUT THAT ANTIPATER, WHO HAD THE CARE OF THE JEWISH AFFAIRS, WAS CALLED BY HIM TO ASKELON, AND THAT HE HAD GOTTEN READY THREE THOUSAND SOLDIERS TO GO ALONG WITH HIM, AND ENCOURAGED OTHER GOVERNORS OF THE COUNTRY TO GO ALONG WITH HIM ALSO; AND THAT HYRCANUS THE HIGH PRIEST WAS ALSO PRESENT IN THIS EXPEDITION." THIS IS WHAT STRABO SAYS. 
4. BUT ANTIGONUS, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS, CAME AT THIS TIME TO CAESAR, AND LAMENTED HIS FATHER'S FATE; AND COMPLAINED, THAT IT WAS BY ANTIPATER'S MEANS THAT ARISTOBULUS WAS TAKEN OFF BY POISON, AND HIS BROTHER WAS BEHEADED BY SCIPIO, AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD TAKE PITY OF HIM WHO HAD BEEN EJECTED OUT OF THAT PRINCIPALITY WHICH WAS DUE TO HIM. HE ALSO ACCUSED HYRCANUS AND ANTIPATER AS GOVERNING THE NATION BY VIOLENCE, AND OFFERING INJURIES TO HIMSELF. ANTIPATER WAS PRESENT, AND MADE HIS DEFENSE AS TO THE ACCUSATIONS THAT WERE LAID AGAINST HIM. HE DEMONSTRATED THAT ANTIGONUS AND HIS PARTY WERE GIVEN TO INNOVATION, AND WERE SEDITIOUS PERSONS. HE ALSO PUT CAESAR IN MIND WHAT DIFFICULT SERVICES HE HAD UNDERGONE WHEN HE ASSISTED HIM IN HIS WARS, AND DISCOURSED ABOUT WHAT HE WAS A WITNESS OF HIMSELF. HE ADDED, THAT ARISTOBULUS WAS JUSTLY CARRIED AWAY TO ROME, AS ONE THAT WAS AN ENEMY TO THE ROMANS, AND COULD NEVER BE BROUGHT TO BE A FRIEND TO THEM, AND THAT HIS BROTHER HAD NO MORE THAN HE DESERVED FROM SCIPIO, AS BEING SEIZED IN COMMITTING ROBBERIES; AND THAT THIS PUNISHMENT WAS NOT INFLICTED ON HIM IN A WAY OF VIOLENCE OR INJUSTICE BY HIM THAT DID IT. 
5. WHEN ANTIPATER HAD MADE THIS SPEECH, CAESAR APPOINTED HYRCAUUS TO BE HIGH PRIEST, AND GAVE ANTIPATER WHAT PRINCIPALITY HE HIMSELF SHOULD CHOOSE, LEAVING THE DETERMINATION TO HIMSELF; SO HE MADE HIM PROCURATOR OF JUDEA. HE ALSO GAVE HYRCANUS LEAVE TO RAISE UP THE WALLS OF HIS OWN CITY, UPON HIS ASKING THAT FAVOR OF HIM, FOR THEY HAD BEEN DEMOLISHED BY POMPEY. AND THIS GRANT HE SENT TO THE CONSULS TO ROME, TO BE ENGRAVEN IN THE CAPITOL. THE DECREE OF THE SENATE WAS THIS THAT FOLLOWS: "LUCIUS VALERIUS, THE SON OF LUCIUS THE PRAETOR, REFERRED THIS TO THE SENATE, UPON THE IDES OF DECEMBER, IN THE TEMPLE OF CONCORD. THERE WERE PRESENT AT THE WRITING OF THIS DECREE LUCIUS COPONIUS, THE SON OF LUCIUS OF THE COLLINE TRIBE, AND PAPIRIUS OF THE QUIRINE TRIBE, CONCERNING THE AFFAIRS WHICH ALEXANDER, THE SON OF JASON, AND NUMENIUS, THE SON OF ANTIOCHUS, AND ALEXANDER, THE SON OF DOSITHEUS, AMBASSADORS OF THE JEWS, GOOD AND WORTHY MEN, PROPOSED, WHO CAME TO RENEW THAT LEAGUE OF GOODWILL AND FRIENDSHIP WITH THE ROMANS WHICH WAS IN BEING BEFORE. THEY ALSO BROUGHT A SHIELD OF GOLD, AS A MARK OF CONFEDERACY, VALUED AT FIFTY THOUSAND PIECES OF GOLD; AND DESIRED THAT LETTERS MIGHT BE GIVEN THEM, DIRECTED BOTH TO THE FREE CITIES AND TO THE KINGS, THAT THEIR COUNTRY AND THEIR HAVENS MIGHT BE AT PEACE, AND THAT NO ONE AMONG THEM MIGHT RECEIVE ANY INJURY. IT THEREFORE PLEASED [THE SENATE] TO MAKE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP AND GOOD-WILL WITH THEM, AND TO BESTOW ON THEM WHATSOEVER THEY STOOD IN NEED OF, AND TO ACCEPT OF THE SHIELD WHICH WAS BROUGHT BY THEM. THIS WAS DONE IN THE NINTH YEAR OF HYRCANUS THE HIGH PRIEST AND ETHNARCH, IN THE MONTH PANEMUS." HYREANUS ALSO RECEIVED HONORS FROM THE PEOPLE OF ATHENS, AS HAVING BEEN USEFUL TO THEM ON MANY OCCASIONS. AND WHEN THEY WROTE TO HIM, THEY SENT HIM THIS DECREE, AS IT HERE FOLLOWS "UNDER THE PRUTANEIA AND PRIESTHOOD OF DIONYSIUS, THE SON OF ESCULAPIUS, ON THE FIFTH DAY OF THE LATTER PART OF THE MONTH PANEMUS, THIS DECREE OF THE ATHENIANS WAS GIVEN TO THEIR COMMANDERS, WHEN AGATHOCLES WAS ARCHON, AND EUCLES, THE SON OF MENANDER OF ALIMUSIA, WAS THE SCRIBE. IN THE MONTH MUNYCHION, ON THE ELEVENTH DAY OF THE PRUTANEIA, A COUNCIL OF THE PRESIDENTS WAS HELD IN THE THEATER. DOROTHEUS THE HIGH PRIEST, AND THE FELLOW PRESIDENTS WITH HIM, PUT IT TO THE VOTE OF THE PEOPLE. DIONYSIUS, THE SON OF DIONYSIUS, GAVE THE SENTENCE. SINCE HYRCANUS, THE SON OF ALEXANDER, THE HIGH PRIEST AND ETHNAREH OF THE JEWS, CONTINUES TO BEAR GOOD-WILL TO OUR PEOPLE IN GENERAL, AND TO EVERY ONE OF OUR CITIZENS IN PARTICULAR, AND TREATS THEM WITH ALL SORTS OF KINDNESS; AND WHEN ANY OF THE ATHENIANS COME TO HIM, EITHER AS AMBASSADORS, OR ON ANY OCCASION OF THEIR OWN, HE RECEIVES THEM IN AN OBLIGING MANNER, AND SEES THAT THEY ARE CONDUCTED BACK IN SAFETY, OF WHICH WE HAVE HAD SEVERAL FORMER TESTIMONIES; IT IS NOW ALSO DECREED, AT THE REPORT OF THEODOSIUS, THE SON OF THEODORUS, AND UPON HIS PUTTING THE PEOPLE IN MIND OF THE VIRTUE OF THIS MAN, AND THAT HIS PURPOSE IS TO DO US ALL THE GOOD THAT IS IN HIS POWER, TO HONOR HIM WITH A CROWN OF GOLD, THE USUAL REWARD ACCORDING TO THE LAW, AND TO ERECT HIS STATUE IN BRASS IN THE TEMPLE OF DEMUS AND OF THE GRACES; AND THAT THIS PRESENT OF A CROWN SHALL BE PROCLAIMED PUBLICLY IN THE THEATER, IN THE DIONYSIAN SHOWS, WHILE THE NEW TRAGEDIES ARE ACTING; AND IN THE PANATHENEAN, AND ELEUSINIAN, AND GYMNICAL SHOWS ALSO; AND THAT THE COMMANDERS SHALL TAKE CARE, WHILE HE CONTINUES IN HIS FRIENDSHIP, AND PRESERVES HIS GOOD-WILL TO US, TO RETURN ALL POSSIBLE HONOR AND FAVOR TO THE MAN FOR HIS AFFECTION AND GENEROSITY; THAT BY THIS TREATMENT IT MAY APPEAR HOW OUR PEOPLE RECEIVE THE GOOD KINDLY, AND REPAY THEM A SUITABLE REWARD; AND HE MAY BE INDUCED TO PROCEED IN HIS AFFECTION TOWARDS US, BY THE HONORS WE HAVE ALREADY PAID HIM. THAT AMBASSADORS BE ALSO CHOSEN OUT OF ALL THE ATHENIANS, WHO SHALL CARRY THIS DECREE TO HIM, AND DESIRE HIM TO ACCEPT OF THE HONORS WE DO HIM, AND TO ENDEAVOR ALWAYS TO BE DOING SOME GOOD TO OUR CITY." AND THIS SHALL SUFFICE US TO HAVE SPOKEN AS TO THE HONORS THAT WERE PAID BY THE ROMANS AND THE PEOPLE OF ATHENS TO HYRCANUS.
CHAPTER 9. HOW ANTIPATER COMMITTED THE CARE OF GALILEE TO HEROD, AND THAT OF JERUSALEM TO PHASAELUS; AS ALSO HOW HEROD UPON THE JEWS' ENVY AT ANTIPATER WAS ACCUSED BEFORE HYRCANUS. 
1. NOW WHEN CAESAR HAD SETTLED THE AFFAIRS OF SYRIA, HE SAILED AWAY. AND AS SOON AS ANTIPATER HAD CONDUCTED CAESAR OUT OF SYRIA, HE RETURNED TO JUDEA. HE THEN IMMEDIATELY RAISED UP THE WALL WHICH HAD BEEN THROWN DOWN BY POMPEY; AND, BY COMING THITHER, HE PACIFIED THAT TUMULT WHICH HAD BEEN IN THE COUNTRY, AND THIS BY BOTH THREATENING AND ADVISING THEM TO BE QUIET; FOR THAT IF THEY WOULD BE OF HYRCANUS'S SIDE, THEY WOULD LIVE HAPPILY, AND LEAD THEIR LIVES WITHOUT DISTURBANCE, AND IN THE ENJOYMENT OF THEIR OWN POSSESSIONS; BUT IF THEY WERE ADDICTED TO THE HOPES OF WHAT MIGHT COME BY INNOVATION, AND AIMED TO GET WEALTH THEREBY, THEY SHOULD HAVE HIM A SEVERE MASTER INSTEAD OF A GENTLE GOVERNOR, AND HYRCANUS A TYRANT INSTEAD OF A KING, AND THE ROMANS, TOGETHER WITH CAESAR, THEIR BITTER ENEMIES INSTEAD OF RULERS, FOR THAT THEY WOULD NEVER BEAR HIM TO BE SET ASIDE WHOM THEY HAD APPOINTED TO GOVERN. AND WHEN ANTIPATER HAD SAID THIS TO THEM, HE HIMSELF SETTLED THE AFFAIRS OF THIS COUNTRY. 
2. AND SEEING THAT HYRCANUS WAS OF A SLOW AND SLOTHFUL TEMPER, HE MADE PHASAELUS, HIS ELDEST SON, GOVERNOR OF JERUSALEM, AND OF THE PLACES THAT WERE ABOUT IT, BUT COMMITTED GALILEE TO HEROD, HIS NEXT SON, WHO WAS THEN A VERY YOUNG MAN, FOR HE WAS BUT FIFTEEN YEARS OF AGE BUT THAT YOUTH OF HIS WAS NO IMPEDIMENT TO HIM; BUT AS HE WAS A YOUTH OF GREAT MIND, HE PRESENTLY MET WITH AN OPPORTUNITY OF SIGNALIZING HIS COURAGE; FOR FINDING THAT THERE WAS ONE HEZEKIAH, A CAPTAIN OF A BAND OF ROBBERS, WHO OVERRAN THE NEIGHBORING PARTS OF SYRIA WITH A GREAT TROOP OF THEM, HE SEIZED HIM AND SLEW HIM, AS WELL AS A GREAT NUMBER OF THE OTHER ROBBERS THAT WERE WITH HIM; FOR WHICH ACTION HE WAS GREATLY BELOVED BY THE SYRIANS; FOR WHEN THEY WERE VERY DESIROUS TO HAVE THEIR COUNTRY FREED FROM THIS NEST OF ROBBERS, HE PURGED IT OF THEM. SO, THEY SUNG SONGS IN HIS COMMENDATION IN THEIR VILLAGES AND CITIES, AS HAVING PROCURED THEM PEACE, AND THE SECURE ENJOYMENT OF THEIR POSSESSIONS; AND ON THIS ACCOUNT IT WAS THAT HE BECAME KNOWN TO SEXTUS CAESAR, WHO WAS A RELATION OF THE GREAT CAESAR, AND WAS NOW PRESIDENT OF SYRIA. NOW PHASAETUS, HEROD'S BROTHER, WAS MOVED WITH EMULATION AT HIS ACTIONS, AND ENVIED THE FAME BE HAD THEREBY GOTTEN, AND BECAME AMBITIOUS NOT TO BE BEHINDHAND WITH HIM IN DESERVING IT. SO, HE MADE THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM BEAR HIM THE GREATEST GOOD-WILL WHILE HE HELD THE CITY HIMSELF, BUT DID NEITHER MANAGE ITS AFFAIRS IMPROPERLY, NOR ABUSE HIS AUTHORITY THEREIN. THIS CONDUCT PROCURED FROM THE NATION TO ANTIPATER SUCH RESPECT AS IS DUE TO KINGS, AND SUCH HONORS AS HE MIGHT PARTAKE OF IF HE WERE AN ABSOLUTE LORD OF THE COUNTRY. YET DID NOT THIS SPLENDOR OF HIS, AS FREQUENTLY HAPPENS, IN THE LEAST DIMINISH IN HIM THAT KINDNESS AND FIDELITY WHICH HE OWED TO HYRCANUS. 
3. BUT NOW THE PRINCIPAL MEN AMONG THE JEWS, WHEN THEY SAW ANTIPATER AND HIS SONS TO GROW SO MUCH IN THE GOOD-WILL THE NATION BARE TO THEM, AND IN THE REVENUES WHICH THEY RECEIVED OUT OF JUDEA, AND OUT OF HYRCANUS'S OWN WEALTH, THEY BECAME ILL-DISPOSED TO HIM; FOR INDEED ANTIPATER HAD CONTRACTED A FRIENDSHIP WITH THE ROMAN EMPERORS; AND WHEN HE HAD PREVAILED WITH HYRCANUS TO SEND THEM MONEY, HE TOOK IT TO HIMSELF, AND PURLOINED THE PRESENT INTENDED, AND SENT IT AS IF IT WERE HIS OWN, AND NOT HYRCANUS'S GIFT TO THEM. HYRCANUS HEARD OF THIS HIS MANAGEMENT, BUT TOOK NO CARE ABOUT IT; NAY, HE RATHER WAS VERY GLAD OF IT. BUT THE CHIEF MEN OF THE JEWS WERE THEREFORE IN FEAR, BECAUSE THEY SAW THAT HEROD WAS A VIOLENT AND BOLD MAN, AND VERY DESIROUS OF ACTING TYRANNICALLY; SO, THEY CAME TO HYRCANUS, AND NOW ACCUSED ANTIPATER OPENLY, AND SAID TO HIM, "HOW LONG WILT THOU BE QUIET UNDER SUCH ACTIONS AS ARE NOW DONE? OR DOST THOU NOT SEE THAT ANTIPATER AND HIS SONS HAVE ALREADY SEIZED UPON THE GOVERNMENT, AND THAT IT IS ONLY THE NAME OF A KING WHICH IS GIVEN THEE? BUT DO NOT THOU SUFFER THESE THINGS TO BE HIDDEN FROM THEE, NOR DO THOU THINK TO ESCAPE DANGER BY BEING SO CARELESS OF THYSELF AND OF THY KINGDOM; FOR ANTIPATER AND HIS SONS ARE NOT NOW STEWARDS OF THINE AFFAIRS: DO NOT THOU DECEIVE THYSELF WITH SUCH A NOTION; THEY ARE EVIDENTLY ABSOLUTE LORDS; FOR HEROD, ANTIPATER'S SON, HATH SLAIN HEZEKIAH, AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, AND HATH THEREBY TRANSGRESSED OUR LAW, WHICH HATH FORBIDDEN TO SLAY ANY MAN, EVEN THOUGH HE WERE A WICKED MAN, UNLESS HE HAD BEEN FIRST CONDEMNED TO SUFFER DEATH BY THE SANHEDRIM YET HATH HE BEEN SO INSOLENT AS TO DO THIS, AND THAT WITHOUT ANY AUTHORITY FROM THEE." 
4. UPON HYRCANUS HEARING THIS, HE COMPLIED WITH THEM. THE MOTHERS ALSO OF THOSE THAT HAD BEEN SLAIN BY HEROD RAISED HIS INDIGNATION; FOR THOSE WOMEN CONTINUED EVERY DAY IN THE TEMPLE, PERSUADING THE KING AND THE PEOPLE THAT HEROD MIGHT UNDERGO A TRIAL BEFORE THE SANHEDRIM FOR WHAT HE HAD DONE. HYRCANUS WAS SO MOVED BY THESE COMPLAINTS, THAT HE SUMMONED HEROD TO COME TO HIS TRIAL FOR WHAT WAS CHARGED UPON HIM. ACCORDINGLY, HE CAME; BUT HIS FATHER HAD PERSUADED HIM TO COME NOT LIKE A PRIVATE MAN, BUT WITH A GUARD, FOR THE SECURITY OF HIS PERSON; AND THAT WHEN HE HAD SETTLED THE AFFAIRS OF GALILEE IN THE BEST MANNER HE COULD FOR HIS OWN ADVANTAGE, HE SHOULD COME TO HIS TRIAL, BUT STILL WITH A BODY OF MEN SUFFICIENT FOR HIS SECURITY ON HIS JOURNEY, YET SO THAT HE SHOULD NOT COME WITH SO GREAT A FORCE AS MIGHT LOOK LIKE TERRIFYING HYRCANUS, BUT STILL SUCH A ONE AS MIGHT NOT EXPOSE HIM NAKED AND UNGUARDED [TO HIS ENEMIES.] HOWEVER, SEXTUS CAESAR, PRESIDENT OF SYRIA, WROTE TO HYRCANUS, AND DESIRED HIM TO CLEAR HEROD, AND DISMISS HIM AT HIS TRIAL, AND THREATENED HIM BEFOREHAND IF HE DID NOT DO IT. WHICH EPISTLE OF HIS WAS THE OCCASION OF HYRCANUS DELIVERING HEROD FROM SUFFERING ANY HARM FROM THE SANHEDRIM, FOR HE LOVED HIM AS HIS OWN SON. BUT WHEN HEROD STOOD BEFORE THE SANHEDRIM, WITH HIS BODY OF MEN ABOUT HIM, HE AFFRIGHTED THEM ALL, AND NO ONE OF HIS FORMER ACCUSERS DURST AFTER THAT BRING ANY CHARGE AGAINST HIM, BUT THERE WAS A DEEP SILENCE, AND NOBODY KNEW WHAT WAS TO BE DONE. WHEN AFFAIRS STOOD THUS, ONE WHOSE NAME WAS SAMEAS, A RIGHTEOUS MAN HE WAS, AND FOR THAT REASON ABOVE ALL FEAR, ROSE UP, AND SAID, "O YOU THAT ARE ASSESSORS WITH ME, AND O THOU THAT ART OUR KING, I NEITHER HAVE EVER MYSELF KNOWN SUCH A CASE, NOR DO I SUPPOSE THAT ANY ONE OF YOU CAN NAME ITS PARALLEL, THAT ONE WHO IS CALLED TO TAKE HIS TRIAL BY US EVER STOOD IN SUCH A MANNER BEFORE US; BUT EVERY ONE, WHOSOEVER HE BE, THAT COMES TO BE TRIED BY THIS SANHEDRIM, PRESENTS HIMSELF IN A SUBMISSIVE MANNER, AND LIKE ONE THAT IS IN FEAR OF HIMSELF, AND THAT ENDEAVORS TO MOVE US TO COMPASSION, WITH HIS HAIR DISHEVELLED, AND IN A BLACK AND MOURNING GARMENT: BUT THIS ADMIRABLE MAN HEROD, WHO IS ACCUSED OF MURDER, AND CALLED TO ANSWER SO HEAVY AN ACCUSATION, STANDS HERE CLOTHED IN PURPLE, AND WITH THE HAIR OF HIS HEAD FINELY TRIMMED, AND WITH HIS ARMED MEN ABOUT HIM, THAT IF WE SHALL CONDEMN HIM BY OUR LAW, HE MAY SLAY US, AND BY OVERBEARING JUSTICE MAY HIMSELF ESCAPE DEATH. YET DO NOT I MAKE THIS COMPLAINT AGAINST HEROD HIMSELF; HE IS TO BE SURE MORE CONCERNED FOR HIMSELF THAN FOR THE LAWS; BUT MY COMPLAINT IS AGAINST YOURSELVES, AND YOUR KING, WHO GAVE HIM A LICENSE SO TO DO. HOWEVER, TAKE YOU NOTICE, THAT GOD IS GREAT, AND THAT THIS VERY MAN, WHOM YOU ARE GOING TO ABSOLVE AND DISMISS, FOR THE SAKE OF HYRCANUS, WILL ONE DAY PUNISH BOTH YOU AND YOUR KING HIMSELF ALSO." NOR DID SAMEAS MISTAKE IN ANY PART OF THIS PREDICTION; FOR WHEN HEROD HAD RECEIVED THE KINGDOM, HE SLEW ALL THE MEMBERS OF THIS SANHEDRIM, AND HYRCANUS HIMSELF ALSO, EXCEPTING SAMEAS, FOR HE HAD A GREAT HONOR FOR HIM ON ACCOUNT OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND BECAUSE, WHEN THE CITY WAS AFTERWARD BESIEGED BY HEROD AND SOSIUS, HE PERSUADED THE PEOPLE TO ADMIT HEROD INTO IT; AND TOLD THEM THAT FOR THEIR SINS THEY WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO ESCAPE HIS HANDS: - WHICH THINGS WILL BE RELATED BY US IN THEIR PROPER PLACES. 
5. BUT WHEN HYRCANUS SAW THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE SANHEDRIM WERE READY TO PRONOUNCE THE SENTENCE OF DEATH UPON HEROD, HE PUT OFF THE TRIAL TO ANOTHER DAY, AND SENT PRIVATELY TO HEROD, AND ADVISED HIM TO FLY OUT OF THE CITY, FOR THAT BY THIS MEANS HE MIGHT ESCAPE. SO, HE RETIRED TO DAMASCUS, AS THOUGH HE FLED FROM THE KING; AND WHEN HE HAD BEEN WITH SEXTUS CAESAR, AND HAD PUT HIS OWN AFFAIRS IN A SURE POSTURE, HE RESOLVED TO DO THUS; THAT IN CASE HE, WERE AGAIN SUMMONED BEFORE THE SANHEDRIM TO TAKE HIS TRIAL, HE WOULD NOT OBEY THAT SUMMONS. HEREUPON THE MEMBERS OF THE SANHEDRIM HAD GREAT INDIGNATION AT THIS POSTURE OF AFFAIRS, AND ENDEAVORED TO PERSUADE HYRCANUS THAT ALL THESE THINGS WERE AGAINST HIM; WHICH STATE OF MATTERS HE WAS NOT IGNORANT OF; BUT HIS TEMPER WAS SO UNMANLY, AND SO FOOLISH, THAT HE WAS ABLE TO DO NOTHING AT ALL. BUT WHEN SEXTUS HAD MADE HEROD GENERAL OF THE ARMY OF CELESYRIA, FOR HE SOLD HIM THAT POST FOR MONEY, HYRCANUS WAS IN FEAR LEST HEROD SHOULD MAKE WAR UPON HIM; NOR WAS THE EFFECT OF WHAT HE FEARED LONG IN COMING UPON HIM; FOR HEROD CAME AND BROUGHT AN ARMY ALONG WITH HIM TO FIGHT WITH HYRCANUS, AS BEING ANGRY AT THE TRIAL HE BAD BEEN SUMMONED TO UNDERGO BEFORE THE SANHEDRIM; BUT HIS FATHER ANTIPATER, AND HIS BROTHER [PHASAELUS], MET HIM, AND HINDERED HIM FROM ASSAULTING JERUSALEM. THEY ALSO PACIFIED HIS VEHEMENT TEMPER, AND PERSUADED HIM TO DO NO OVERT ACTION, BUT ONLY TO AFFRIGHT THEM WITH THREATENING’S, AND TO PROCEED NO FURTHER AGAINST ONE WHO HAD GIVEN HIM THE DIGNITY HE HAD: THEY ALSO DESIRED HIM NOT ONLY TO BE ANGRY THAT HE WAS SUMMONED, AND OBLIGED TO COME TO HIS TRIAL, BUT TO REMEMBER WITHAL HOW HE WAS DISMISSED WITHOUT CONDEMNATION, AND HOW HE OUGHT TO GIVE HYRCANUS THANKS FOR THE SAME; AND THAT HE WAS NOT TO REGARD ONLY WHAT WAS DISAGREEABLE TO HIM, AND BE UNTHANKFUL FOR HIS DELIVERANCE. SO THEY DESIRED HIM TO CONSIDER, THAT SINCE IT IS GOD THAT TURNS THE SCALES OF WAR, THERE IS GREAT UNCERTAINTY IN THE ISSUE OF BATTLES, AND THAT THEREFORE HE OUGHT OF TO EXPECT THE VICTORY WHEN HE SHOULD FIGHT WITH HIS KING, AND HIM THAT HAD SUPPORTED HIM, AND BESTOWED MANY BENEFITS UPON HIM, AND HAD DONE NOTHING ITSELF VERY SEVERE TO HIM; FOR THAT HIS ACCUSATION, WHICH WAS DERIVED FROM EVIL COUNSELORS, AND NOT FROM HIMSELF, HAD RATHER THE SUSPICION OF SOME SEVERITY, THAN ANY THING REALLY SEVERE IN IT. HEROD WAS PERSUADED BY THESE ARGUMENTS, AND BELIEVED THAT IT WAS SUFFICIENT FOR HIS FUTURE HOPES TO HAVE MADE A SHOW OF HIS STRENGTH BEFORE THE NATION, AND DONE NO MORE TO IT - AND IN THIS STATE WERE THE AFFAIRS OF JUDEA AT THIS TIME.
CHAPTER 10. THE HONORS THAT WERE PAID THE JEWS; AND THE LEAGUES THAT WERE MADE BY THE ROMANS AND OTHER NATIONS, WITH THEM. 
1. NOW WHEN CAESAR WAS COME TO ROME, HE WAS READY TO SAIL INTO AFRICA TO FIGHT AGAINST SCIPIO AND CATO, WHEN HYRCANUS SENT AMBASSADORS TO HIM, AND BY THEM DESIRED THAT HE WOULD RATIFY THAT LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL ALLIANCE WHICH WAS BETWEEN THEM, AND IT SEEMS TO ME TO BE NECESSARY HERE TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF ALL THE HONORS THAT THE ROMANS AND THEIR EMPEROR PAID TO OUR NATION, AND OF THE LEAGUES OF MUTUAL ASSISTANCE THEY HAVE MADE WITH IT, THAT ALL THE REST OF MANKIND MAY KNOW WHAT REGARD THE KINGS OF ASIA AND EUROPE HAVE HAD TO US, AND THAT THEY HAVE BEEN ABUNDANTLY SATISFIED OF OUR COURAGE AND FIDELITY; FOR WHEREAS MANY WILL NOT BELIEVE WHAT HATH BEEN WRITTEN ABOUT US BY THE PERSIANS AND MACEDONIANS, BECAUSE THOSE WRITINGS ARE NOT EVERY WHERE TO BE MET WITH, NOR DO LIE IN PUBLIC PLACES, BUT AMONG US OURSELVES, AND CERTAIN OTHER BARBAROUS NATIONS, WHILE THERE IS NO CONTRADICTION TO BE MADE AGAINST THE DECREES OF THE ROMANS, FOR THEY ARE LAID UP IN THE PUBLIC PLACES OF THE CITIES, AND ARE EXTANT STILL IN THE CAPITOL, AND ENGRAVEN UPON PILLARS OF BRASS; NAY, BESIDES THIS, JULIUS CAESAR MADE A PILLAR OF BRASS FOR THE JEWS AT ALEXANDRIA, AND DECLARED PUBLICLY THAT THEY WERE CITIZENS OF ALEXANDRIA. OUT OF THESE EVIDENCES WILL I DEMONSTRATE WHAT I SAY; AND WILL NOW SET DOWN THE DECREES MADE BOTH BY THE SENATE AND BY JULIUS CAESAR, WHICH RELATE TO HYRCANUS AND TO OUR NATION. 
2. "CAIUS JULIUS CAESAR, IMPERATOR AND HIGH PRIEST, AND DICTATOR THE SECOND TIME, TO THE MAGISTRATES, SENATE, AND PEOPLE OF SIDON, SENDETH GREETING. IF YOU BE IN HEALTH, IT IS WELL. I ALSO AND THE ARMY ARE WELL. I HAVE SENT YOU A COPY OF THAT DECREE, REGISTERED ON THE TABLES, WHICH CONCERNS HYRCANUS, THE SON OF ALEXANDER, THE HIGH PRIEST AND ETHNARCH OF THE JEWS, THAT IT MAY BE LAID UP AMONG THE PUBLIC RECORDS; AND I WILL THAT IT BE OPENLY PROPOSED IN A TABLE OF BRASS, BOTH IN GREEK AND IN LATIN. IT IS AS FOLLOWS: I JULIUS CAESAR, IMPERATOR THE SECOND TIME, AND HIGH PRIEST, HAVE MADE THIS DECREE, WITH THE APPROBATION OF THE SENATE. WHEREAS HYRCANUS, THE SON OF ALEXANDER THE JEW, HATH DEMONSTRATED HIS FIDELITY AND DILIGENCE ABOUT OUR AFFAIRS, AND THIS BOTH NOW AND IN FORMER TIMES, BOTH IN PEACE AND IN WAR, AS MANY OF OUR GENERALS HAVE BORNE WITNESS, AND CAME TO OUR ASSISTANCE IN THE LAST ALEXANDRIAN WAR, WITH FIFTEEN HUNDRED SOLDIERS; AND WHEN HE WAS SENT BY ME TO MITHRIDATES, SHOWED HIMSELF SUPERIOR IN VALOR TO ALL THE REST OF THAT ARMY; - FOR THESE REASONS I WILL THAT HYRCANUS, THE SON OF ALEXANDER, AND HIS CHILDREN, BE ETHNARCHS OF THE JEWS, AND HAVE THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD OF THE JEWS FOR EVER, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOMS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND THAT HE AND HIS SONS BE OUR CONFEDERATES; AND THAT BESIDES THIS, EVERYONE OF THEM BE RECKONED AMONG OUR PARTICULAR FRIENDS. I ALSO ORDAIN THAT HE AND HIS CHILDREN RETAIN WHATSOEVER PRIVILEGES BELONG TO THE OFFICE OF HIGH PRIEST, OR WHATSOEVER FAVORS HAVE BEEN HITHERTO GRANTED THEM; AND IF AT ANY TIME HEREAFTER THERE ARISE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE JEWISH CUSTOMS, I WILL THAT HE, DETERMINE THE SAME. AND I THINK IT NOT PROPER THAT THEY SHOULD BE OBLIGED TO FIND US WINTER QUARTERS, OR THAT ANY MONEY SHOULD BE REQUIRED OF THEM." 
3. "THE DECREES OF CAIUS CAESAR, CONSUL, CONTAINING WHAT HATH BEEN GRANTED AND DETERMINED, ARE AS FOLLOWS: THAT HYRCANUS AND HIS CHILDREN BEAR RULE OVER THE NATION OF THE JEWS, AND HAVE THE PROFITS OF THE PLACES TO THEM BEQUEATHED; AND THAT HE, AS HIMSELF THE HIGH PRIEST AND ETHNARCH OF THE JEWS, DEFEND THOSE THAT ARE INJURED; AND THAT AMBASSADORS BE SENT TO HYRCANUS, THE SON OF ALEXANDER, THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE JEWS, THAT MAY DISCOURSE WITH HIM ABOUT A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE; AND THAT A TABLE OF BRASS, CONTAINING THE PREMISES, BE OPENLY PROPOSED IN THE CAPITOL, AND AT SIDON, AND TYRE, AND ASKELON, AND IN THE TEMPLE, ENGRAVEN IN ROMAN AND GREEK LETTERS: THAT THIS DECREE MAY ALSO BE COMMUNICATED TO THE QUAESTORS AND PRAETORS OF THE SEVERAL CITIES, AND TO THE FRIENDS OF THE JEWS; AND THAT THE AMBASSADORS MAY HAVE PRESENTS MADE THEM; AND THAT THESE DECREES BE SENT EVERY WHERE." 
4. "CAIUS CAESAR, IMPERATOR, DICTATOR, CONSUL, HATH GRANTED, THAT OUT OF REGARD TO THE HONOR, AND VIRTUE, AND KINDNESS OF THE MAN, AND FOR THE ADVANTAGE OF THE SENATE, AND OF THE PEOPLE OF ROME, HYRCANUS, THE SON OF ALEXANDER, BOTH HE AND HIS CHILDREN, BE HIGH PRIESTS AND PRIESTS OF JERUSALEM, AND OF THE JEWISH NATION, BY THE SAME RIGHT, AND ACCORDING TO THE SAME LAWS, BY WHICH THEIR PROGENITORS HAVE HELD THE PRIESTHOOD." 
5. "CAIUS CAESAR, CONSUL THE FIFTH TIME, HATH DECREED, THAT THE JEWS SHALL POSSESS JERUSALEM, AND MAY ENCOMPASS THAT CITY WITH WALLS; AND THAT HYRCANUS, THE SON OF ALEXANDER, THE HIGH PRIEST AND ETHNARCH OF THE JEWS, RETAIN IT IN THE MANNER HE HIMSELF PLEASES; AND THAT THE JEWS BE ALLOWED TO DEDUCT OUT OF THEIR TRIBUTE, EVERY SECOND YEAR THE LAND IS LET [IN THE SABBATIC PERIOD], A CORUS OF THAT TRIBUTE; AND THAT THE TRIBUTE THEY PAY BE NOT LET TO FARM, NOR THAT THEY PAY ALWAYS THE SAME TRIBUTE." 
6. "CAIUS CAESAR, IMPERATOR THE SECOND TIME, HATH ORDAINED, THAT ALL THE COUNTRY OF THE JEWS, EXCEPTING JOPPA, DO PAY A TRIBUTE YEARLY FOR THE CITY JERUSALEM, EXCEPTING THE SEVENTH, WHICH THEY CALL THE SABBATICAL YEAR, BECAUSE THEREON THEY NEITHER RECEIVE THE FRUITS OF THEIR TREES, NOR DO THEY SOW THEIR LAND; AND THAT THEY PAY THEIR TRIBUTE IN SIDON ON THE SECOND YEAR [OF THAT SABBATICAL PERIOD], THE FOURTH PART OF WHAT WAS SOWN: AND BESIDES THIS, THEY ARE TO PAY THE SAME TITHES TO HYRCANUS AND HIS SONS WHICH THEY PAID TO THEIR FOREFATHERS. AND THAT NO ONE, NEITHER PRESIDENT, NOR LIEUTENANT, NOR AMBASSADOR, RAISE AUXILIARIES WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF JUDEA; NOR MAY SOLDIERS EXACT MONEY OF THEM FOR WINTER QUARTERS, OR UNDER ANY OTHER PRETENSE; BUT THAT THEY BE FREE FROM ALL SORTS OF INJURIES; AND THAT WHATSOEVER THEY SHALL HEREAFTER HAVE, AND ARE IN POSSESSION OF, OR HAVE BOUGHT, THEY SHALL RETAIN THEM ALL. IT IS ALSO OUR PLEASURE THAT THE CITY JOPPA, WHICH THE JEWS HAD ORIGINALLY, WHEN THEY MADE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH THE ROMANS, SHALL BELONG TO THEM, AS IT. FORMERLY DID; AND THAT HYRCANUS, THE SON OF ALEXANDER, AND HIS SONS, HAVE AS TRIBUTE OF THAT CITY FROM THOSE THAT OCCUPY THE LAND FOR THE COUNTRY, AND FOR WHAT THEY EXPORT EVERY YEAR TO SIDON, TWENTY THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE MODII EVERY YEAR, THE SEVENTH YEAR, WHICH THEY CALL THE SABBATIC YEAR, EXCEPTED, WHEREON THEY NEITHER PLOUGH, NOR RECEIVE THE PRODUCT OF THEIR TREES. IT IS ALSO THE PLEASURE OF THE SENATE, THAT AS TO THE VILLAGES WHICH ARE IN THE GREAT PLAIN, WHICH HYRCANUS AND HIS FOREFATHERS FORMERLY POSSESSED, HYRCANUS AND THE JEWS HAVE THEM WITH THE SAME PRIVILEGES WITH WHICH THEY FORMERLY HAD THEM ALSO; AND THAT THE SAME ORIGINAL ORDINANCES REMAIN STILL IN FORCE WHICH CONCERN THE JEWS WITH REGARD TO THEIR HIGH PRIESTS; AND THAT THEY ENJOY THE SAME BENEFITS WHICH THEY HAVE HAD FORMERLY BY THE CONCESSION OF THE PEOPLE, AND OF THE SENATE; AND LET THEM ENJOY THE LIKE PRIVILEGES IN LYDDA. IT IS THE PLEASURE ALSO OF THE SENATE THAT HYRCANUS THE ETHNARCH, AND THE JEWS, RETAIN THOSE PLACES, COUNTRIES, AND VILLAGES WHICH BELONGED TO THE KINGS OF SYRIA AND PHOENICIA, THE CONFEDERATES OF THE ROMANS, AND WHICH THEY HAD BESTOWED ON THEM AS THEIR FREE GIFTS. IT IS ALSO GRANTED TO HYRCANUS, AND TO HIS SONS, AND TO THE AMBASSADORS BY THEM SENT TO US, THAT IN THE FIGHTS BETWEEN SINGLE GLADIATORS, AND IN THOSE WITH BEASTS, THEY SHALL SIT AMONG THE SENATORS TO SEE THOSE SHOWS; AND THAT WHEN THEY DESIRE AN AUDIENCE, THEY SHALL BE INTRODUCED INTO THE SENATE BY THE DICTATOR, OR BY THE GENERAL OF THE HORSE; AND WHEN THEY HAVE INTRODUCED THEM, THEIR ANSWERS SHALL BE RETURNED THEM IN TEN DAYS AT THE FURTHEST, AFTER THE DECREE OF THE SENATE IS MADE ABOUT THEIR AFFAIRS." 
7. "CAIUS CQESAR, IMPERATOR, DICTATOR THE FOURTH TIME, AND CONSUL THE FIFTH TIME, DECLARED TO BE PERPETUAL DICTATOR, MADE THIS SPEECH CONCERNING THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF HYRCANUS, THE SON OF ALEXANDER, THE HIGH PRIEST AND ETHNARCH OF THE JEWS. SINCE THOSE IMPERATORS THAT HAVE BEEN IN THE PROVINCES BEFORE ME HAVE BORNE WITNESS TO HYRCANUS, THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE JEWS, AND TO THE JEWS THEMSELVES, AND THIS BEFORE THE SENATE AND PEOPLE OF ROME, WHEN THE PEOPLE AND SENATE RETURNED THEIR THANKS TO THEM, IT IS GOOD THAT WE NOW ALSO REMEMBER THE SAME, AND PROVIDE THAT A REQUITAL BE MADE TO HYRCANUS, TO THE NATION OF THE JEWS, AND TO THE SONS OF HYRCANUS, BY THE SENATE AND PEOPLE OF ROME, AND THAT SUITABLY TO WHAT GOOD-WILL THEY HAVE SHOWN US, AND TO THE BENEFITS THEY HAVE BESTOWED UPON US." 
8. "JULIUS CAIUS, PRAETOR [CONSUL] OF ROME, TO THE MAGISTRATES, SENATE, AND PEOPLE OF THE PARIANS, SENDETH GREETING. THE JEWS OF DELOS, AND SOME OTHER JEWS THAT SOJOURN THERE, IN THE PRESENCE OF YOUR AMBASSADORS, SIGNIFIED TO US, THAT, BY A DECREE OF YOURS, YOU FORBID THEM TO MAKE USE OF THE CUSTOMS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND THEIR WAY OF SACRED WORSHIP. NOW IT DOES NOT PLEASE ME THAT SUCH DECREES SHOULD BE MADE AGAINST OUR FRIENDS AND CONFEDERATES, WHEREBY THEY ARE FORBIDDEN TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN CUSTOMS, OR TO BRING IN CONTRIBUTIONS FOR COMMON SUPPERS AND HOLY FESTIVALS, WHILE THEY ARE NOT FORBIDDEN SO TO DO EVEN AT ROME ITSELF; FOR EVEN CAIUS CAESAR, OUR IMPERATOR AND CONSUL, IN THAT DECREE WHEREIN HE FORBADE THE BACCHANAL RIOTERS TO MEET IN THE CITY, DID YET PERMIT THESE JEWS, AND THESE ONLY, BOTH TO BRING IN THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS, AND TO MAKE THEIR COMMON SUPPERS. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN I FORBID OTHER BACCHANAL RIOTERS, I PERMIT THESE JEWS TO GATHER THEMSELVES TOGETHER, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOMS AND LAWS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND TO PERSIST THEREIN. IT WILL BE THEREFORE GOOD FOR YOU, THAT IF YOU HAVE MADE ANY DECREE AGAINST THESE OUR FRIENDS AND CONFEDERATES, TO ABROGATE THE SAME, BY REASON OF THEIR VIRTUE AND KIND DISPOSITION TOWARDS US." 
9. NOW AFTER CAIUS WAS SLAIN, WHEN MARCUS ANTONIUS AND PUBLIUS DOLABELLA WERE CONSULS, THEY BOTH ASSEMBLED THE SENATE, AND INTRODUCED HYRCANUS'S AMBASSADORS INTO IT, AND DISCOURSED OF WHAT THEY DESIRED, AND MADE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH THEM. THE SENATE ALSO DECREED TO GRANT THEM ALL THEY DESIRED. I ADD THE DECREE ITSELF, THAT THOSE WHO READ THE PRESENT WORK MAY HAVE READY BY THEM A DEMONSTRATION OF THE TRUTH OF WHAT WE SAY. THE DECREE WAS THIS: 
10. "THE DECREE OF THE SENATE, COPIED OUT OF THE TREASURY, FROM THE PUBLIC TABLES BELONGING TO THE QUAESTORS, WHEN QUINTUS RUTILIUS AND CAIUS CORNELIUS WERE QUAESTORS, AND TAKEN OUT OF THE SECOND TABLE OF THE FIRST CLASS, ON THE THIRD DAY BEFORE THE IDES OF APRIL, IN THE TEMPLE OF CONCORD. THERE WERE PRESENT AT THE WRITING OF THIS DECREE, LUCIUS CALPURNIUS PISO OF THE MENENIAN TRIBE, SERVIUS PAPININS POTITUS OF THE LEMONIAN TRIBE, CAIUS CANINIUS REBILIUS OF THE TERENTINE TRIBE, PUBLIUS TIDETIUS, LUCIUS APULINUS, THE SON OF LUCIUS, OF THE SERGIAN TRIBE, FLAVIUS, THE SON OF LUCIUS, OF THE LEMONIAN TRIBE, PUBLIUS PLATINS, THE SON OF PUBLIUS, OF THE PAPYRIAN TRIBE, MARCUS ACILIUS, THE SON OF MARCUS, OF THE MECIAN TRIBE, LUCIUS ERUCIUS, THE SON OF LUCIUS, OF THE STELLATINE TRIBE, MAREILS QUINTUS PLANCILLUS, THE SON OF MARCUS, OF THE POLLIAN TRIBE, AND PUBLIUS SERIUS. PUBLIUS DOLABELLA AND MARCUS ANTONIUS, THE CONSULS, MADE THIS REFERENCE TO THE SENATE, THAT AS TO THOSE THINGS WHICH, BY THE DECREE OF THE SENATE, CAIUS CAESAR HAD ADJUDGED ABOUT THE JEWS, AND YET HAD NOT HITHERTO THAT DECREE BEEN BROUGHT INTO THE TREASURY, IT IS OUR WILL, AS IT IS ALSO THE DESIRE OF PUBLIUS DOLABELLA AND MARCUS ANTONIUS, OUR CONSULS, TO HAVE THESE DECREES PUT INTO THE PUBLIC TABLES, AND BROUGHT TO THE CITY QUAESTORS, THAT THEY MAY TAKE CARE TO HAVE THEM PUT UPON THE DOUBLE TABLES. THIS WAS DONE BEFORE THE FIFTH OF THE IDES OF FEBRUARY, IN THE TEMPLE OF CONCORD. NOW THE AMBASSADORS FROM HYRCANUS THE HIGH PRIEST WERE THESE: LYSIMACHUS, THE SON OF PAUSANIAS, ALEXANDER, THE SON OF THEODORUS, PATROCLUS, THE SON OF CHEREAS, AND JONATHAN THE, SON OF ONIAS." 
11. HYRCANUS SENT ALSO ONE OF THESE AMBASSADORS TO DOLABELLA, WHO WAS THEN THE PREFECT OF ASIA, AND DESIRED HIM TO DISMISS THE JEWS FROM MILITARY SERVICES, AND TO PRESERVE TO THEM THE CUSTOMS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND TO PERMIT THEM TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THEM. AND WHEN DOLABELLA HAD RECEIVED HYRCANUS'S LETTER, WITHOUT ANY FURTHER DELIBERATION, HE SENT AN EPISTLE TO ALL THE ASIATICS, AND PARTICULARLY TO THE CITY OF THE EPHESIANS, THE METROPOLIS OF ASIA, ABOUT THE JEWS; A COPY OF WHICH EPISTLE HERE FOLLOWS: 
12. "WHEN ARTERMON WAS PRYTANIS, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH LENEON, DOLABELLA, IMPERATOR, TO THE SENATE, AND MAGISTRATES, AND PEOPLE OF THE EPHESIANS, SENDETH GREETING. ALEXANDER, THE SON OF THEODORUS, THE AMBASSADOR OF HYRCANUS, THE SON OF ALEXANDER, THE HIGH PRIEST AND ETHNARCH OF THE JEWS, APPEARED BEFORE ME, TO SHOW THAT HIS COUNTRYMEN COULD NOT GO INTO THEIR ARMIES, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT ALLOWED TO BEAR ARMS OR TO TRAVEL ON THE SABBATH DAYS, NOR THERE TO PROCURE THEMSELVES THOSE SORTS OF FOOD WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN USED TO EAT FROM THE TIMES OF THEIR FOREFATHERS; - I DO THEREFORE GRANT THEM A FREEDOM FROM GOING INTO THE ARMY, AS THE FORMER PREFECTS HAVE DONE, AND PERMIT THEM TO USE THE CUSTOMS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, IN ASSEMBLING TOGETHER FOR SACRED AND RELIGIOUS PURPOSES, AS THEIR LAW REQUIRES, AND FOR COLLECTING OBLATIONS NECESSARY FOR SACRIFICES; AND MY WILL IS, THAT YOU WRITE THIS TO THE SEVERAL CITIES UNDER YOUR JURISDICTION." 
13. AND THESE WERE THE CONCESSIONS THAT DOLABELLA MADE TO OUR NATION WHEN HYRCANUS SENT AN EMBASSAGE TO HIM. BUT LUCIUS THE CONSUL'S DECREE RAN THUS: "I HAVE AT MY TRIBUNAL SET THESE JEWS, WHO ARE CITIZENS OF ROME, AND FOLLOW THE JEWISH RELIGIOUS RITES, AND YET LIVE AT EPHESUS, FREE FROM GOING INTO THE ARMY, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SUPERSTITION THEY ARE UNDER. THIS WAS DONE BEFORE THE TWELFTH OF THE CALENDS OF OCTOBER, WHEN LUCIUS LENTULUS AND CAIUS MARCELLUS WERE CONSULS, IN THE PRESENCE OF TITUS APPIUS BALGUS, THE SON OF TITUS, AND LIEUTENANT OF THE HORATIAN TRIBE; OF TITUS TONGINS, THE SON OF TITUS, OF THE CRUSTUMINE TRIBE; OF QUINTUS RESIUS, THE SON OF QUINTUS; OF TITUS POMPEIUS LONGINUS, THE SON OF TITUS; OF CATUS SERVILIUS, THE SON OF CAIUS, OF THE TERENTINE TRIBE; OF BRACCHUS THE MILITARY TRIBUNE; OF PUBLIUS LUCIUS GALLUS, THE SON OF PUBLIUS, OF THE VETURIAN TRIBE; OF CAIUS SENTINS, THE SON OF CAIUS, OF THE SABBATINE TRIBE; OF TITUS ATILIUS BULBUS, THE SON OF TITUS, LIEUTENANT AND VICE-PRAETOR TO THE MAGISTRATES, SENATE, AND PEOPLE OF THE EPHESIANS, SENDETH GREETING. LUCIUS LENTULUS THE CONSUL FREED THE JEWS THAT ARE IN ASIA FROM GOING INTO THE ARMIES, AT MY INTERCESSION FOR THEM; AND WHEN I HAD MADE THE SAME PETITION SOME TIME AFTERWARD TO PHANIUS THE IMPERATOR, AND TO LUCIUS ANTONIUS THE VICE-QUAESTOR, I OBTAINED THAT PRIVILEGE OF THEM ALSO; AND MY WILL IS, THAT YOU TAKE CARE THAT NO ONE GIVE THEM ANY DISTURBANCE." 
14. THE DECREE OF THE DELIANS. "THE ANSWER OF THE PRAETORS, WHEN BEOTUS WAS ARCHON, ON THE TWENTIETH DAY OF THE MONTH THARGELEON. WHILE MARCUS PISO THE LIEUTENANT LIVED IN OUR CITY, WHO WAS ALSO APPOINTED OVER THE CHOICE OF THE SOLDIERS, HE CALLED US, AND MANY OTHER OF THE CITIZENS, AND GAVE ORDER, THAT IF THERE BE HERE ANY JEWS WHO ARE ROMAN CITIZENS, NO ONE IS TO GIVE THEM ANY DISTURBANCE ABOUT GOING INTO THE ARMY, BECAUSE CORNELIUS LENTULUS, THE CONSUL, FREED THE JEWS FROM GOING INTO THE ARMY, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SUPERSTITION THEY ARE UNDER; - YOU ARE THEREFORE OBLIGED TO SUBMIT TO THE PRAETOR." AND THE LIKE DECREE WAS MADE BY THE SARDIANS ABOUT US ALSO. 
15. "CAIUS PHANIUS, THE SON OF CAIUS, IMPERATOR AND CONSUL, TO THE MAGISTRATES OF COS, SENDETH GREETING. I WOULD HAVE YOU KNOW THAT THE AMBASSADORS OF THE JEWS HAVE BEEN WITH ME, AND DESIRED THEY MIGHT HAVE THOSE DECREES WHICH THE SENATE HAD MADE ABOUT THEM; WHICH DECREES ARE HERE SUBJOINED. MY WILL IS, THAT YOU HAVE A REGARD TO AND TAKE CARE OF THESE MEN, ACCORDING TO THE SENATE'S DECREE, THAT THEY MAY BE SAFELY CONVEYED HOME THROUGH YOUR COUNTRY." 
16. THE DECLARATION OF LUCIUS LENTULUS THE CONSUL: "I HAVE DISMISSED THOSE JEWS WHO ARE ROMAN CITIZENS, AND WHO APPEAR TO ME TO HAVE THEIR RELIGIOUS RITES, AND TO OBSERVE THE LAWS OF THE JEWS AT EPHESUS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SUPERSTITION THEY ARE UNDER. THIS ACT WAS DONE BEFORE THE THIRTEENTH OF THE CALENDS OF OCTOBER." 
17. "LUCIUS ANTONIUS, THE SON OF MARCUS, VICE-QUAESTOR, AND VICEPRAETOR, TO THE MAGISTRATES, SENATE, AND PEOPLE OF THE SARDIANS, SENDETH GREETING. THOSE JEWS THAT ARE OUR FELLOW CITIZENS OF ROME CAME TO ME, AND DEMONSTRATED THAT THEY HAD AN ASSEMBLY OF THEIR OWN, ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND THIS FROM THE BEGINNING, AS ALSO A PLACE OF THEIR OWN, WHEREIN THEY DETERMINED THEIR SUITS AND CONTROVERSIES WITH ONE ANOTHER. UPON THEIR PETITION THEREFORE TO ME, THAT THESE MIGHT BE LAWFUL FOR THEM, I GAVE ORDER THAT THESE THEIR PRIVILEGES BE PRESERVED, AND THEY BE PERMITTED TO DO ACCORDINGLY." 
18. THE DECLARATION OF MARCUS PUBLIUS, THE SON OF SPURIUS, AND OF MARCUS, THE SON OF MARCUS, AND OF LUCIUS, THE SON OF PUBLIUS: "WE WENT TO THE PROCONSUL, AND INFORMED HIM OF WHAT DOSITHEUS, THE SON OF CLEOPATRIDA OF ALEXANDRIA, DESIRED, THAT, IF HE THOUGHT GOOD, HE WOULD DISMISS THOSE JEWS WHO WERE ROMAN CITIZENS, AND WERE WONT TO OBSERVE THE RITES OF THE JEWISH RELIGION, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SUPERSTITION THEY WERE UNDER. ACCORDINGLY, HE DID DISMISS THEM. THIS WAS DONE BEFORE THE THIRTEENTH OF THE CALENDS OF OCTOBER." 
19. "IN THE MONTH QUNTIUS, WHEN LUCIUS LENTULUS AND CAIUS MERCELLUS WERE CONSULS; AND THERE WERE PRESENT TITUS APPIUS BALBUS, THE SON OF TITUS, LIEUTENANT OF THE HORATIAN TRIBE, TITUS TONGIUS OF THE CRUSTUMINE TRIBE, QUINTUS RESIUS, THE SON OF QUINTUS, TITUS POMPEIUS, THE SON OF TITUS, CORNELIUS LONGINUS, CAIUS SERVILIUS BRACCHUS, THE SON OF CAIUS, A MILITARY TRIBUNE, OF THE TERENTINE TRIBE, PUBLIUS CLUSIUS GALLUS, THE SON OF PUBLIUS, OF THE VETURIAN TRIBE, CAIUS TEUTIUS, THE SON OF CAIUS, A MILITAL TRIBUNE, OF THE EMILJAN TRIBE, SEXTUS ATILIUS SERRANUS, THE SON OF SEXTUS, OF THE ESQUILINE TRIBE, CAIUS POMPEIUS, THE SON OF CAIUS, OF THE SABBATINE TRIBE, TITUS APPIUS MENANDER, THE SON OF TITUS, PUBLIUS SERVILIUS STRABO, THE SON OF PUBLIUS, LUCIUS PACCIUS CAPITO, THE SON OF LUCIUS, OF THE COLLINE TRIBE, AULUS FURIUS TERTIUS, THE SON OF AULUS, AND APPIUS MENUS. IN THE PRESENCE OF THESE IT WAS THAT LENTULUS PRONOUNCED THIS DECREE: I HAVE BEFORE THE TRIBUNAL DISMISSED THOSE JEWS THAT ARE ROMAN CITIZENS, AND ARE ACCUSTOMED TO OBSERVE THE SACRED RITES OF THE JEWS AT EPHESUS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE SUPERSTITION THEY ARE UNDER." 
20. "THE MAGISTRATES OF THE LAODICEANS TO CAIUS RUBILIUS, THE SON OF CAIUS, THE CONSUL, SENDETH GREETING. SOPATER, THE AMBASSADOR OF HYRCANUS THE HIGH PRIEST, HATH DELIVERED US AN EPISTLE FROM THEE, WHEREBY HE LETS US KNOW THAT CERTAIN AMBASSADORS WERE COME FROM HYRCANUS, THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE JEWS, AND BROUGHT AN EPISTLE WRITTEN CONCERNING THEIR NATION, WHEREIN THEY DESIRE THAT THE JEWS MAY BE ALLOWED TO OBSERVE THEIR SABBATHS, AND OTHER SACRED RITES, ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND THAT THEY MAY BE UNDER NO COMMAND, BECAUSE THEY ARE OUR FRIENDS AND CONFEDERATES, AND THAT NOBODY MAY INJURE THEM IN OUR PROVINCES. NOW ALTHOUGH THE TRALLIANS THERE PRESENT CONTRADICTED THEM, AND WERE NOT PLEASED WITH THESE DECREES, YET DIDST THOU GIVE ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD BE OBSERVED, AND INFORMEDST US THAT THOU HADST BEEN DESIRED TO WRITE THIS TO US ABOUT THEM. WE THEREFORE, IN OBEDIENCE TO THE INJUNCTIONS WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM THEE, HAVE RECEIVED THE EPISTLE WHICH THOU SENTEST US, AND HAVE LAID IT UP BY ITSELF AMONG OUR PUBLIC RECORDS. AND AS TO THE OTHER THINGS ABOUT WHICH THOU DIDST SEND TO US, WE WILL TAKE CARE THAT NO COMPLAINT BE MADE AGAINST US." 
21. "PUBLIUS SERVILIUS, THE SON OF PUBLIUS, OF THE GALBAN TRIBE, THE PROCONSUL, TO THE MAGISTRATES, SENATE, AND PEOPLE OF THE MILESLANS, SENDETH GREETING. PRYTANES, THE SON OF HERMES, A CITIZEN OF YOURS, CAME TO ME WHEN I WAS AT TRALLES, AND HELD A COURT THERE, AND INFORMED ME THAT YOU USED THE JEWS IN A WAY DIFFERENT FROM MY OPINION, AND FORBADE THEM TO CELEBRATE THEIR SABBATHS, AND TO PERFORM THE SACRED RITES RECEIVED FROM THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND TO MANAGE THE FRUITS OF THE LAND, ACCORDING TO THEIR ANCIENT CUSTOM; AND THAT HE HAD HIMSELF BEEN THE PROMULGER OF YOUR DECREE, ACCORDING AS YOUR LAWS REQUIRE: I WOULD THEREFORE HAVE YOU KNOW, THAT UPON HEARING THE PLEADINGS ON BOTH SIDES, I GAVE SENTENCE THAT THE JEWS SHOULD NOT BE PROHIBITED TO MAKE USE OF THEIR OWN CUSTOMS." 
22. THE DECREE OF THOSE OF PERGAMUS. "WHEN CRATIPPUS WAS PRYTANIS, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH DESIUS, THE DECREE OF THE PRAETORS WAS THIS: SINCE THE ROMANS, FOLLOWING THE CONDUCT OF THEIR ANCESTORS, UNDERTAKE DANGERS FOR THE COMMON SAFETY OF ALL MANKIND, AND ARE AMBITIOUS TO SETTLE THEIR CONFEDERATES AND FRIENDS IN HAPPINESS, AND IN FIRM PEACE, AND SINCE THE NATION OF THE JEWS, AND THEIR HIGH PRIEST HYRCANUS, SENT AS AMBASSADORS TO THEM, STRATO, THE SON OF THEODATUS, AND APOLLONIUS, THE SON OF ALEXANDER, AND ENEAS, THE SON OF ANTIPATER, AND ARISTOBULUS, THE SON OF AMYNTAS, AND SOSIPATER, THE SON OF PHILIP, WORTHY AND GOOD MEN, WHO GAVE A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF THEIR AFFAIRS, THE SENATE THEREUPON MADE A DECREE ABOUT WHAT THEY HAD DESIRED OF THEM, THAT ANTIOCHUS THE KING, THE SON OF ANTIOCHUS, SHOULD DO NO INJURY TO THE JEWS, THE CONFEDERATES OF THE ROMANS; AND THAT THE FORTRESSES, AND THE HAVENS, AND THE COUNTRY, AND WHATSOEVER ELSE HE HAD TAKEN FROM THEM, SHOULD BE RESTORED TO THEM; AND THAT IT MAY BE LAWFUL FOR THEM TO EXPORT THEIR GOODS OUT OF THEIR OWN HAVENS; AND THAT NO KING NOR PEOPLE MAY HAVE LEAVE TO EXPORT ANY GOODS, EITHER OUT OF THE COUNTRY OF JUDEA, OR OUT OF THEIR HAVENS, WITHOUT PAYING CUSTOMS, BUT ONLY PTOLEMY, THE KING OF ALEXANDRIA, BECAUSE HE IS OUR CONFEDERATE AND FRIEND; AND THAT, ACCORDING TO THEIR DESIRE, THE GARRISON THAT IS IN JOPPA MAY BE EJECTED. NOW LUCIUS PETTIUS, ONE OF OUR SENATORS, A WORTHY AND GOOD MAN, GAVE ORDER THAT WE SHOULD TAKE CARE THAT THESE THINGS SHOULD BE DONE ACCORDING TO THE SENATE'S DECREE; AND THAT WE SHOULD TAKE CARE ALSO THAT THEIR AMBASSADORS MIGHT RETURN HOME IN SAFETY. ACCORDINGLY, WE ADMITTED THEODORUS INTO OUR SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, AND TOOK THE EPISTLE OUT HIS HANDS, AS WELL AS THE DECREE OF THE SENATE. AND AS HE DISCOURSED WITH GREAT ZEAL ABOUT THE JEWS, AND DESCRIBED HYRCANUS'S VIRTUE AND GENEROSITY, AND HOW HE WAS A BENEFACTOR TO ALL MEN IN COMMON, AND PARTICULARLY TO EVERY BODY THAT COMES TO HIM, WE LAID UP THE EPISTLE IN OUR PUBLIC RECORDS; AND MADE A DECREE OURSELVES, THAT SINCE WE ALSO ARE IN CONFEDERACY WITH THE ROMANS, WE WOULD DO EVERY THING WE COULD FOR THE JEWS, ACCORDING TO THE SENATE'S DECREE. THEODORUS ALSO, WHO BROUGHT THE EPISTLE, DESIRED OF OUR PRAETORS, THAT THEY WOULD SEND HYRCANUS A COPY OF THAT DECREE, AS ALSO AMBASSADORS TO SIGNIFY TO HIM THE AFFECTION OF OUR PEOPLE TO HIM, AND TO EXHORT THEM TO PRESERVE AND AUGMENT THEIR FRIENDSHIP FOR US, AND BE READY TO BESTOW OTHER BENEFITS UPON US, AS JUSTLY EXPECTING TO RECEIVE PROPER REQUITALS FROM US; AND DESIRING THEM TO REMEMBER THAT OUR ANCESTORS WERE FRIENDLY TO THE JEWS EVEN IN THE DAYS OF ABRAHAM, WHO WAS THE FATHER OF ALL THE HEBREWS, AS WE HAVE [ALSO] FOUND IT SET DOWN IN OUR PUBLIC RECORDS." 
23. THE DECREE OF THOSE OF HALICARNASSUS. "WHEN MEMNON, THE SON OF ORESTIDAS BY DESCENT, BUT BY ADOPTION OF EUONYMUS, WAS PRIEST, ON THE […] DAY OF THE MONTH ARISTERION, THE DECREE OF THE PEOPLE, UPON THE REPRESENTATION OF MARCUS ALEXANDER, WAS THIS: SINCE WE HAVE EVER A GREAT REGARD TO PIETY TOWARDS GOD, AND TO HOLINESS; AND SINCE WE AIM TO FOLLOW THE PEOPLE OF THE ROMANS, WHO ARE THE BENEFACTORS OF ALL MEN, AND WHAT THEY HAVE WRITTEN TO US ABOUT A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE BETWEEN THE JEWS AND OUR CITY, AND THAT THEIR SACRED OFFICES AND ACCUSTOMED FESTIVALS AND ASSEMBLIES MAY BE OBSERVED BY THEM; WE HAVE DECREED, THAT AS MANY MEN AND WOMEN OF THE JEWS AS ARE WILLING SO TO DO, MAY CELEBRATE THEIR SABBATHS, AND PERFORM THEIR HOLY OFFICES, ACCORDING TO JEWISH LAWS; AND MAY MAKE THEIR PROSEUCHAE AT THE SEA-SIDE, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOMS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS; AND IF ANY ONE, WHETHER HE BE A MAGISTRATE OR PRIVATE PERSON, HINDERETH THEM FROM SO DOING, HE SHALL BE LIABLE TO A FINE, TO BE APPLIED TO THE USES OF THE CITY." 
24. THE DECREE OF THE SARDIANS. "THIS DECREE WAS MADE BY THE SENATE AND PEOPLE, UPON THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PRAETORS: WHEREAS THOSE JEWS WHO ARE FELLOW CITIZENS, AND LIVE WITH US IN THIS CITY, HAVE EVER HAD GREAT BENEFITS HEAPED UPON THEM BY THE PEOPLE, AND HAVE COME NOW INTO THE SENATE, AND DESIRED OF THE PEOPLE, THAT UPON THE RESTITUTION OF THEIR LAW AND THEIR LIBERTY, BY THE SENATE AND PEOPLE OF ROME, THEY MAY ASSEMBLE TOGETHER, ACCORDING TO THEIR ANCIENT LEGAL CUSTOM, AND THAT WE WILL NOT BRING ANY SUIT AGAINST THEM ABOUT IT; AND THAT A PLACE MAY BE GIVEN THEM WHERE THEY MAY HAVE THEIR CONGREGATIONS, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, AND MAY OFFER, AS DID THEIR FOREFATHERS, THEIR PRAYERS AND SACRIFICES TO GOD. NOW THE SENATE AND PEOPLE HAVE DECREED TO PERMIT THEM TO ASSEMBLE TOGETHER ON THE DAYS FORMERLY APPOINTED, AND TO ACT ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN LAWS; AND THAT SUCH A PLACE BE SET APART FOR THEM BY THE PRAETORS, FOR THE BUILDING AND INHABITING THE SAME, AS THEY SHALL ESTEEM FIT FOR THAT PURPOSE; AND THAT THOSE THAT TAKE CARE OF THE PROVISION FOR THE CITY, SHALL TAKE CARE THAT SUCH SORTS OF FOOD AS THEY ESTEEM FIT FOR THEIR EATING MAY BE IMPORTED INTO THE CITY." 
25. THE DECREE OF THE EPHESIANS. "WHEN MENOPHILUS WAS PRYTANIS, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH ARTEMISIUS, THIS DECREE WAS MADE BY THE PEOPLE: NICANOR, THE SON OF EUPHEMUS, PRONOUNCED IT, UPON THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PRAETORS. SINCE THE JEWS THAT DWELL IN THIS CITY HAVE PETITIONED MARCUS JULIUS POMPEIUS, THE SON OF BRUTUS, THE PROCONSUL, THAT THEY MIGHT BE ALLOWED TO OBSERVE THEIR SABBATHS, AND TO ACT IN ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOMS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, WITHOUT IMPEDIMENT FROM ANY BODY, THE PRAETOR HATH GRANTED THEIR PETITION. ACCORDINGLY, IT WAS DECREED BY THE SENATE AND PEOPLE, THAT IN THIS AFFAIR THAT CONCERNED THE ROMANS, NO ONE OF THEM SHOULD BE HINDERED FROM KEEPING THE SABBATH DAY, NOR BE FINED FOR SO DOING, BUT THAT THEY MAY BE ALLOWED TO DO ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN LAWS." 
26. NOW THERE ARE MANY SUCH DECREES OF THE SENATE AND IMPERATORS OF THE ROMANS AND THOSE DIFFERENT FROM THESE BEFORE US, WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE IN FAVOR OF HYRCANUS, AND OF OUR NATION; AS ALSO, THERE HAVE BEEN MORE DECREES OF THE CITIES, AND RESCRIPTS OF THE PRAETORS, TO SUCH EPISTLES AS CONCERNED OUR RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES; AND CERTAINLY SUCH AS ARE NOT ILL-DISPOSED TO WHAT WE WRITE MAY BELIEVE THAT THEY ARE ALL TO THIS PURPOSE, AND THAT BY THE SPECIMENS WHICH WE HAVE INSERTED; FOR SINCE WE HAVE PRODUCED EVIDENT MARKS THAT MAY STILL BE SEEN OF THE FRIENDSHIP WE HAVE HAD WITH THE ROMANS, AND DEMONSTRATED THAT THOSE MARKS ARE ENGRAVEN UPON COLUMNS AND TABLES OF BRASS IN THE CAPITOL, THAT AXE STILL IN BEING, AND PRESERVED TO THIS DAY, WE HAVE OMITTED TO SET THEM ALL DOWN, AS NEEDLESS AND DISAGREEABLE; FOR I CANNOT SUPPOSE ANY ONE SO PERVERSE AS NOT TO BELIEVE THE FRIENDSHIP WE HAVE HAD WITH THE ROMANS, WHILE THEY HAVE DEMONSTRATED THE SAME BY SUCH A GREAT NUMBER OF THEIR DECREES RELATING TO US; NOR WILL THEY DOUBT OF OUR FIDELITY AS TO THE REST OF THOSE DECREES, SINCE WE HAVE SHOWN THE SAME IN THOSE WE HAVE PRODUCED, AND THUS HAVE WE SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED THAT FRIENDSHIP AND CONFEDERACY WE AT THOSE TIMES HAD WITH THE ROMANS.
CHAPTER 11. HOW MARCUS, SUCCEEDED SEXTUS WHEN HE HAD BEEN SLAIN BY BASSUS'S TREACHERY; AND HOW, AFTER THE DEATH OF CAESAR, CASSIUS CAME INTO SYRIA, AND DISTRESSED JUDEA; AS ALSO HOW MALICHUS SLEW ANTIPATER AND WAS HIMSELF SLAIN BY HEROD. 
1. NOW IT SO FELL OUT, THAT ABOUT THIS VERY TIME THE AFFAIRS OF SYRIA WERE IN GREAT DISORDER, AND THIS ON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING: CECILIUS BASSUS, ONE OF POMPEY'S PARTY, LAID A TREACHEROUS DESIGN AGAINST SEXTUS CEASAR, AND SLEW HIM, AND THEN TOOK HIS ARMY, AND GOT THE MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS INTO HIS OWN HAND; SO THERE AROSE A GREAT WAR ABOUT APAMIA, WHILE CEASAR'S GENERALS CAME AGAINST HIM WITH AN ARMY OF HORSEMEN AND FOOTMEN; TO THESE ANTIPATER ALSO SENT SUCCORS, AND HIS SONS WITH THEM, AS CALLING TO MIND THE KINDNESSES THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM CAESAR, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT HE THOUGHT IT BUT JUST TO REQUIRE PUNISHMENT FOR HIM, AND TO TAKE VENGEANCE ON THE MAN THAT HAD MURDERED HIM. AND AS THE WAR WAS DRAWN OUT INTO A GREAT LENGTH, MARCUS CAME FROM ROME TO TAKE SEXTUS'S GOVERNMENT UPON HIM. BUT CAESAR WAS SLAIN BY CASSIUS AND BRUTUS IN THE SENATEHOUSE, AFTER HE HAD RETAINED THE GOVERNMENT THREE YEARS AND SIX MONTHS. THIS FACT HOWEVER, IS RELATED ELSEWHERE. 
2. AS THE WAR THAT AROSE UPON THE DEATH OF CAESAR WAS NOW BEGUN, AND THE PRINCIPAL MEN WERE ALL GONE, SOME ONE WAY, AND SOME ANOTHER, TO RAISE ARMIES, CASSIUS CAME FROM ROME INTO SYRIA, IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THE [ARMY THAT LAY IN THE] CAMP AT APAMIA; AND HAVING RAISED THE SIEGE, HE BROUGHT OVER BOTH BASSUS AND MARCUS TO HIS PARTY. HE THEN WENT OVER THE CITIES, AND GOT TOGETHER WEAPONS AND SOLDIERS, AND LAID GREAT TAXES UPON THOSE CITIES; AND HE CHIEFLY OPPRESSED JUDEA, AND EXACTED OF IT SEVEN HUNDRED TALENTS: BUT ANTIPATER, WHEN HE SAW THE STATE TO BE IN SO GREAT CONSTERNATION AND DISORDER, HE DIVIDED THE COLLECTION OF THAT SUM, AND APPOINTED HIS TWO SONS TO GATHER IT; AND SO THAT PART OF IT WAS TO BE EXACTED BY MALICHUS, WHO WAS ILL-DISPOSED TO HIM, AND PART BY OTHERS. AND BECAUSE HEROD DID EXACT WHAT IS REQUIRED OF HIM FROM GALILEE BEFORE OTHERS, HE WAS IN THE GREATEST FAVOR WITH CASSIUS; FOR HE THOUGHT IT A PART OF PRUDENCE TO CULTIVATE A FRIENDSHIP WITH THE ROMANS, AND TO GAIN THEIR GOODWILL AT THE EXPENSE OF OTHERS; WHEREAS THE CURATORS OF THE OTHER CITIES, WITH THEIR CITIZENS, WERE SOLD FOR SLAVES; AND CASSIUS REDUCED FOUR CITIES INTO A STATE OF SLAVERY, THE TWO MOST POTENT OF WHICH WERE GOPHNA AND EMMAUS; AND, BESIDES THESE, LYDIA AND THAMNA. NAY, CASSIUS WAS SO VERY ANGRY AT MALICHUS, THAT HE HAD KILLED HIM, (FOR HE ASSAULTED HIM,) HAD NOT HYRCANUS, BY THE MEANS OF ANTIPATER, SENT HIM A HUNDRED TALENTS OF HIS OWN, AND THEREBY PACIFIED HIS ANGER AGAINST HIM. 
3. BUT AFTER CASSIUS WAS GONE OUT OF JUDEA, MALICHUS LAID SNARES FOR ANTIPATER, AS THINKING THAT HIS DEATH WOULD-BE THE PRESERVATION OF HYRCANUS'S GOVERNMENT; BUT HIS DESIGN WAS NOT UNKNOWN TO ANTIPATER, WHICH WHEN HE PERCEIVED, HE RETIRED BEYOND JORDAN, AND GOT TOGETHER AN ARMY, PARTLY OF ARABS, AND PARTLY OF HIS OWN COUNTRYMEN. HOWEVER, MALICHUS, BEING ONE OF GREAT CUNNING, DENIED THAT HE HAD LAID ANY SNARES FOR HIM, AND MADE HIS DEFENSE WITH AN OATH, BOTH TO HIMSELF AND HIS SONS; AND SAID THAT WHILE PHASAELUS HAD A GARRISON IN JERUSALEM, AND HEROD HAD THE WEAPONS OF WAR IN HIS CUSTODY, HE COULD NEVER HAVE A THOUGHT OF ANY SUCH THING. SO, ANTIPATER, PERCEIVING THE DISTRESS THAT MALICHUS WAS IN, WAS RECONCILED TO HIM, AND MADE AN AGREEMENT WITH HIM: THIS WAS WHEN MARCUS WAS PRESIDENT OF SYRIA; WHO YET PERCEIVING THAT THIS MALICHUS WAS MAKING A DISTURBANCE IN JUDEA, PROCEEDED SO FAR THAT HE HAD ALMOST KILLED HIM; BUT STILL, AT THE INTERCESSION OF ANTIPATER, HE SAVED HIM. 
4. HOWEVER, ANTIPATER LITTLE THOUGHT THAT BY SAVING MALICHUS HE HAD SAVED HIS OWN MURDERER; FOR NOW CASSIUS AND MARCUS HAD GOT TOGETHER AN ARMY, AND INTRUSTED THE ENTIRE CARE OF IT WITH HEROD, AND MADE HIM GENERAL OF THE FORCES OF CELESYRIA, AND GAVE HIM A FLEET OF SHIPS, AND AN ARMY OF HORSEMEN AND FOOTMEN; AND PROMISED HIM, THAT AFTER THE WAR WAS OVER THEY WOULD MAKE HIM KING OF JUDEA; FOR A WAR WAS ALREADY BEGUN BETWEEN ANTONY AND THE YOUNGER CAESAR: BUT AS MALICHUS WAS MOST AFRAID OF ANTIPATER, HE TOOK HIM OUT OF THE WAY; AND BY THE OFFER OF MONEY, PERSUADED THE BUTLER OF HYRCANUS, WITH WHOM THEY WERE BOTH TO FEAST, TO KILL HIM BY POISON. THIS BEING DONE, AND HE HAVING ARMED MEN WITH HIM, SETTLED THE AFFAIRS OF THE CITY. BUT WHEN ANTIPATER'S SONS, HEROD AND PHASAELUS, WERE ACQUAINTED WITH THIS CONSPIRACY AGAINST THEIR FATHER, AND HAD INDIGNATION AT IT, MALICHUS DENIED ALL, AND UTTERLY RENOUNCED ANY KNOWLEDGE OF THE MURDER. AND THUS, DIED ANTIPATER, A MAN THAT HAD DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF FOR PIETY AND JUSTICE, AND LOVE TO HIS COUNTRY. AND WHEREAS ONE OF HIS SONS, HEROD, RESOLVED IMMEDIATELY TO REVENGE THEIR FATHER'S DEATH, AND WAS COMING UPON MALICHUS WITH AN ARMY FOR THAT PURPOSE, THE ELDER OF HIS SONS, PHASAELUS, THOUGHT IT BEST RATHER TO GET THIS MAN INTO THEIR HANDS BY POLICY, LEST THEY SHOULD APPEAR TO BEGIN A CIVIL WAR IN THE COUNTRY; SO HE ACCEPTED OF MALICHUS'S DEFENSE FOR HIMSELF, AND PRETENDED TO BELIEVE HIM THAT HE HAD HAD NO HAND IN THE VIOLENT DEATH OF ANTIPATER HIS FATHER, BUT ERECTED A FINE MONUMENT FOR HIM. HEROD ALSO WENT TO SAMARIA; AND WHEN HE FOUND THEM IN GREAT DISTRESS, HE REVIVED THEIR SPIRITS, AND COMPOSED THEIR DIFFERENCES. 
5. HOWEVER, A LITTLE AFTER THIS, HEROD, UPON THE APPROACH OF A FESTIVAL, CAME WITH HIS SOLDIERS INTO THE CITY; WHEREUPON MALICHUS WAS AFTRIGHTED, AND PERSUADED HYRCANUS NOT TO PERMIT HIM TO COME INTO THE CITY. HYRCANUS COMPLIED; AND, FOR A PRETENSE OF EXCLUDING HIM, ALLEGED, THAT A ROUT OF STRANGERS OUGHT NOT TO BE ADMITTED WHEN THE MULTITUDE WERE PURIFYING THEMSELVES. BUT HEROD HAD LITTLE REGARD TO THE MESSENGERS THAT WERE SENT TO HIM, AND ENTERED THE CITY IN THE NIGHT TIME, AND AFTRIGHTED MALICHUS; YET DID HE REMIT NOTHING OF HIS FORMER DISSIMULATION, BUT WEPT FOR ANTIPATER, AND BEWAILED HIM AS A FRIEND OF HIS WITH A LOUD VOICE; BUT HEROD AND HIS FRIENDS THOUGH, IT PROPER NOT OPENLY TO CONTRADICT MALICHUS'S HYPOCRISY, BUT TO GIVE HIM TOKENS OF MUTUAL FRIENDSHIP, IN ORDER TO PREVENT HIS SUSPICION OF THEM. 
6. HOWEVER, HEROD SENT TO CASSIUS, AND INFORMED HIM OF THE MURDER OF HIS FATHER; WHO KNOWING WHAT SORT OF MAN MALICHUS WAS AS TO HIS MORALS, SENT HIM BACK WORD THAT HE SHOULD REVENGE HIS FATHER'S DEATH; AND ALSO SENT PRIVATELY TO THE COMMANDERS OF HIS ARMY AT TYRE, WITH ORDERS TO ASSIST HEROD IN THE EXECUTION OF A VERY JUST DESIGN OF HIS. NOW WHEN CASSIUS HAD TAKEN LAODICEA, THEY ALL WENT TOGETHER TO HIM, AND CARRIED HIM GARLANDS AND MONEY; AND HEROD THOUGHT THAT MALICHUS MIGHT BE PUNISHED WHILE HE WAS THERE; BUT HE WAS SOMEWHAT APPREHENSIVE OF THE THING, AND DESIGNED TO MAKE SOME GREAT ATTEMPT, AND BECAUSE HIS SON WAS THEN A HOSTAGE AT TYRE, HE WENT TO THAT CITY, AND RESOLVED TO STEAL HIM AWAY PRIVATELY, AND TO MARCH THENCE INTO JUDEA; AND AS CASSIUS WAS IN HASTE TO MARCH AGAINST ANTONY, HE THOUGHT TO BRING THE COUNTRY TO REVOLT, AND TO PROCURE THE GOVERNMENT FOR HIMSELF. BUT PROVIDENCE OPPOSED HIS COUNSELS; AND HEROD BEING A SHREWD MAN, AND PERCEIVING WHAT HIS INTENTION WAS, HE SENT THITHER BEFOREHAND A SERVANT, IN APPEARANCE INDEED TO GET A SUPPER READY, FOR HE HAD SAID BEFORE THAT HE WOULD FEAST THEM ALL THERE, BUT IN REALITY, TO THE COMMANDERS OF THE ARMY, WHOM HE PERSUADED TO GO OUT AGAINST MALICHUS, WITH THEIR DAGGERS. SO, THEY WENT OUT AND MET THE MAN NEAR THE CITY, UPON THE SEA-SHORE, AND THERE STABBED HIM. WHEREUPON HYRCANUS WAS SO ASTONISHED AT WHAT HAD HAPPENED, THAT HIS SPEECH FAILED HIM; AND WHEN, AFTER SOME DIFFICULTY, HE HAD RECOVERED HIMSELF, HE ASKED HEROD WHAT THE MATTER COULD BE, AND WHO IT WAS THAT SLEW MALICHUS; AND WHEN HE SAID THAT IT WAS DONE BY THE COMMAND OF CASSIUS, HE COMMENDED THE ACTION; FOR THAT MALICHUS WAS A VERY WICKED MAN, AND ONE THAT CONSPIRED AGAINST HIS OWN COUNTRY. AND THIS WAS THE PUNISHMENT THAT WAS INFLICTED ON MALICHUS FOR WHAT HE WICKEDLY DID TO ANTIPATER. 
7. BUT WHEN CASSIUS WAS MARCHED OUT OF SYRIA, DISTURBANCES AROSE IN JUDEA; FOR FELIX, WHO WAS LEFT AT JERUSALEM WITH AN ARMY, MADE A SUDDEN ATTEMPT AGAINST PHASAELUS, AND THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES ROSE IN ARMS; BUT HEROD WENT TO FABIUS, THE PREFECT OF DAMASCUS, AND WAS DESIROUS TO RUN TO HIS BROTHER'S ASSISTANCE, BUT WAS HINDERED BY A DISTEMPER THAT SEIZED UPON HIM, TILL PHASAELUS BY HIMSELF HAD BEEN TOO HARD FOR FELIX, AND HAD SHUT HIM UP IN THE TOWER, AND THERE, ON CERTAIN CONDITIONS, DISMISSED HIM. PHASAELUS ALSO COMPLAINED OF HYRCANUS, THAT ALTHOUGH HE HAD RECEIVED A GREAT MANY BENEFITS FROM THEM, YET DID HE SUPPORT THEIR ENEMIES; FOR MALICHUS'S BROTHER HAD MADE MANY PLACES TO REVOLT, AND KEPT GARRISONS IN THEM, AND PARTICULARLY MASADA, THE STRONGEST FORTRESS OF THEM ALL. IN THE MEAN TIME, HEROD WAS RECOVERED OF HIS DISEASE, AND CAME AND TOOK FROM FELIX ALL THE PLACES HE BAD GOTTEN; AND, UPON CERTAIN CONDITIONS, DISMISSED HIM ALSO.
CHAPTER 12. HEROD EJECTS ANTIGONUS, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS OUT OF JUDEA, AND GAINS THE FRIENDSHIP OF ANTONY, WHO WAS NOW COME INTO SYRIA, BY SENDING HIM MUCH MONEY; ON WHICH ACCOUNT HE WOULD NOT ADMIT OF THOSE THAT WOULD HAVE ACCUSED HEROD: AND WHAT IT WAS THAT ANTONY WROTE TO THE TYRIANS IN BEHALF. 
1. NOW PTOLEMY, THE SON OF MENNEUS, BROUGHT BACK INTO JUDEA ANTIGONUS, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS, WHO HAD ALREADY RAISED AN ARMY, AND HAD, BY MONEY, MADE FABIUS TO BE HIS FRIEND, ADD THIS BECAUSE HE WAS OF KIN TO HIM. MARION ALSO GAVE HIM ASSISTANCE. HE HAD BEEN LEFT BY CASSIUS TO TYRANNIZE OVER TYRE; FOR THIS CUSSIRIS WAS A MAN THAT SEIZED ON SYRIA, AND THEN KEPT IT UNDER, IN THE WAY OF A TYRANT. MARION ALSO MARCHED INTO GALILEE, WHICH LAY IN HIS NEIGHBORHOOD, AND TOOK THREE OF HIS FORTRESSES, AND PUT GARRISONS INTO THEM TO KEEP THEM. BUT WHEN HEROD CAME, HE TOOK ALL FROM HIM; BUT THE TYRIAN GARRISON HE DISMISSED IN A VERY CIVIL MANNER; NAY, TO SOME OF THE SOLDIERS HE MADE PRESENTS OUT OF THE GOOD-WILL HE BARE TO THAT CITY. WHEN HE HAD DISPATCHED THESE AFFAIRS, AND WAS GONE TO MEET ANTIGONUS, HE JOINED BATTLE WITH HIM, AND BEAT HIM, AND DROVE HIM OUT OF JUDEA PRESENTLY, WHEN HE WAS JUST COME INTO ITS BORDERS. BUT WHEN HE WAS COME TO JERUSALEM, HYRCANUS AND THE PEOPLE PUT GARLANDS ABOUT HIS HEAD; FOR HE HAD ALREADY CONTRACTED AN AFFINITY WITH THE FAMILY OF HYRCANUS BY HAVING ESPOUSED A DESCENDANT OF HIS, AND FOR THAT REASON HEROD TOOK THE GREATER CARE OF HIM, AS BEING TO MARRY THE DAUGHTER OF ALEXANDER, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS, ADD THE GRANDDAUGHTER OF HYRCANUS, BY WHICH WIFE HE BECAME THE FATHER OF THREE MALE AND TWO FEMALE CHILDREN. HE HAD ALSO MARRIED BEFORE THIS ANOTHER WIFE, OUT OF A LOWER FAMILY OF HIS OWN NATION, WHOSE NAME WAS DORIS, BY WHOM HE HAD HIS ELDEST SON ANTIPATER. 
2. NOW ANTONIUS AND CAESAR HAD BEATEN CASSIUS NEAR PHILIPPI, AS OTHERS HAVE RELATED; BUT AFTER THE VICTORY, CAESAR WENT INTO GAUL, [ITALY,] AND ANTONY MARCHED FOR ASIA, WHO, WHEN HE WAS ARRIVED AT BITHYNIA, HE HAD AMBASSADORS THAT MET HIM FROM ALL PARTS. THE PRINCIPAL MEN ALSO OF THE JEWS CAME THITHER, TO ACCUSE PHASAELUS AND HEROD; AND THEY SAID THAT HYRCANUS HAD INDEED THE APPEARANCE OF REIGNING, BUT THAT THESE MEN HAD ALL THE POWER: BUT ANTONY PAID GREAT RESPECT TO HEROD, WHO WAS COME TO HIM TO MAKE HIS DEFENSE AGAINST HIS ACCUSERS, ON WHICH ACCOUNT HIS ADVERSARIES COULD NOT SO MUCH AS OBTAIN A HEARING; WHICH FAVOR HEROD HAD GAINED OF ANTONY BY MONEY. BUT STILL, WHEN ANTONY WAS COME TO EPHESUS, HYRCANUS THE HIGH PRIEST, AND OUR NATION, SENT AN EMBASSAGE TO HIM, WHICH CARRIED A CROWN OF GOLD WITH THEM, AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD WRITE TO THE GOVERNORS OF THE PROVINCES, TO SET THOSE JEWS FREE WHO HAD BEEN CARRIED CAPTIVE BY CASSIUS, AND THIS WITHOUT THEIR HAVING FOUGHT AGAINST HIM, AND TO RESTORE THEM THAT COUNTRY, WHICH, IN THE DAYS OF CASSIUS, HAD BEEN TAKEN FROM THEM. ANTONY THOUGHT THE JEWS' DESIRES WERE JUST, AND WROTE IMMEDIATELY TO HYRCANUS, AND TO THE JEWS. HE ALSO SENT, AT THE SAME TIME, A DECREE TO THE TYRIANS; THE CONTENTS OF WHICH WERE TO THE SAME PURPOSE. 
3. "MARCUS ANTONIUS, IMPERATOR, TO HYRCANUS THE HIGH PRIEST AND ETHNARCH OF THE JEWS, SENDETH GREETING. IT YOU BE IN HEALTH, IT IS WELL; I AM ALSO IN HEALTH, WITH THE ARMY. LYSIMACHUS, THE SON OF PAUSANIAS, AND JOSEPHUS, THE SON OF MENNEUS, AND ALEXANDER, THE SON OF THEODORUS, YOUR AMBASSADORS, MET ME AT EPHESUS, AND HAVE RENEWED THE EMBASSAGE WHICH THEY HAD FORMERLY BEEN UPON AT ROME, AND HAVE DILIGENTLY ACQUITTED THEMSELVES OF THE PRESENT EMBASSAGE, WHICH THOU AND THY NATION HAVE INTRUSTED TO THEM, AND HAVE FULLY DECLARED THE GOODWILL THOU HAST FOR US. I AM THEREFORE SATISFIED, BOTH BY YOUR ACTIONS AND YOUR WORDS, THAT YOU ARE WELL DISPOSED TO US; AND I UNDERSTAND THAT YOUR CONDUCT OF LIFE IS CONSTANT AND RELIGIOUS: SO, I RECKON UPON YOU AS OUR OWN. BUT WHEN THOSE THAT WERE ADVERSARIES TO YOU, AND TO THE ROMAN PEOPLE, ABSTAINED NEITHER FROM CITIES NOR TEMPLES, AND DID NOT OBSERVE THE AGREEMENT THEY HAD CONFIRMED BY OATH, IT WAS NOT ONLY ON ACCOUNT OF OUR CONTEST WITH THEM, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF ALL MANKIND IN COMMON, THAT WE HAVE TAKEN VENGEANCE ON THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN THE AUTHORS OF GREAT INJUSTICE TOWARDS MEN, AND OF GREAT WICKEDNESS TOWARDS THE GODS; FOR THE SAKE OF WHICH WE SUPPOSE IT WAS THAT THE SUN TURNED AWAY HIS LIGHT FROM US, AS UNWILLING TO VIEW THE HORRID CRIME THEY WERE GUILTY OF IN THE CASE OF CAESAR. WE HAVE ALSO OVERCOME THEIR CONSPIRACIES, WHICH THREATENED THE GODS THEMSELVES, WHICH MACEDONIA RECEIVED, AS IT IS A CLIMATE PECULIARLY PROPER FOR IMPIOUS AND INSOLENT ATTEMPTS; AND WE HAVE OVERCOME THAT CONFUSED ROUT OF MEN, HALF MAD WITH SPITE AGAINST US, WHICH THEY GOT TOGETHER AT PHILIPPI IN MACEDONIA, WHEN THEY SEIZED ON THE PLACES THAT WERE PROPER FOR THEIR PURPOSE, AND, AS IT WERE, WALLED THEM ROUND WITH MOUNTAINS TO THE VERY SEA, AND WHERE THE PASSAGE WAS OPEN ONLY THROUGH A SINGLE GATE. THIS VICTORY WE GAINED, BECAUSE THE GODS HAD CONDEMNED THOSE MEN FOR THEIR WICKED ENTERPRISES. NOW BRUTUS, WHEN HE HAD FLED AS FAR AS PHILIPPI, WAS SHUT UP BY US, AND BECAME A PARTAKER OF THE SAME PERDITION WITH CASSIUS; AND NOW THESE HAVE RECEIVED THEIR PUNISHMENT, WE SUPPOSE THAT WE MAY ENJOY PEACE FOR THE TIME TO COME, AND THAT ASIA MAY BE AT REST FROM WAR. WE THEREFORE MAKE THAT PEACE WHICH GOD HATH GIVEN US COMMON TO OUR CONFEDERATES ALSO, INSOMUCH THAT THE BODY OF ASIA IS NOW RECOVERED OUT OF THAT DISTEMPER IT WAS UNDER BY THE MEANS OF OUR VICTORY. I, THEREFORE, BEARING IN MIND BOTH THEE AND YOUR NATION, SHALL TAKE CARE OF WHAT MAY BE FOR YOUR ADVANTAGE. I HAVE ALSO SENT EPISTLES IN WRITING TO THE SEVERAL CITIES, THAT IF ANY PERSONS, WHETHER FREE-MEN OR BOND-MEN, HAVE BEEN SOLD UNDER THE SPEAR BY CAIUS CASSIUS, OR HIS SUBORDINATE OFFICERS, THEY MAY BE SET FREE. AND I WILL THAT YOU KINDLY MAKE USE OF THE FAVORS WHICH I AND DOLABELLA HAVE GRANTED YOU. I ALSO FORBID THE TYRIANS TO USE ANY VIOLENCE WITH YOU; AND FOR WHAT PLACES OF THE JEWS THEY NOW POSSESS, I ORDER THEM TO RESTORE THEM. I HAVE WITHAL ACCEPTED OF THE CROWN WHICH THOU SENTEST ME." 
4. "MARCUS ANTONIUS, IMPERATOR, TO THE MAGISTRATES, SENATE, AND PEOPLE OF TYRE, SENDETH GREETING. THE AMBASSADORS OF HYRCANUS, THE HIGH PRIEST AND ETHNARCH [OF THE JEWS], APPEARED BEFORE ME AT EPHESUS, AND TOLD ME THAT YOU ARE IN POSSESSION OF PART OF THEIR COUNTRY, WHICH YOU ENTERED UPON UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF OUR ADVERSARIES. SINCE, THEREFORE, WE HAVE UNDERTAKEN A WAR FOR THE OBTAINING THE GOVERNMENT, AND HAVE TAKEN CARE TO DO WHAT WAS AGREEABLE TO PIETY AND JUSTICE, AND HAVE BROUGHT TO PUNISHMENT THOSE THAT HAD NEITHER ANY REMEMBRANCE OF THE KINDNESSES THEY HAD RECEIVED, NOR HAVE KEPT THEIR OATHS, I WILL THAT YOU BE AT PEACE WITH THOSE THAT ARE OUR CONFEDERATES; AS ALSO, THAT WHAT YOU HAVE TAKEN BY THE MEANS OF OUR ADVERSARIES SHALL NOT BE RECKONED YOUR OWN, BUT BE RETURNED TO THOSE FROM WHOM YOU TOOK THEM; FOR NONE OF THEM TOOK THEIR PROVINCES OR THEIR ARMIES BY THE GIFT OF THE SENATE, BUT THEY SEIZED THEM BY FORCE, AND BESTOWED THEM BY VIOLENCE UPON SUCH AS BECAME USEFUL TO THEM IN THEIR UNJUST PROCEEDINGS. SINCE, THEREFORE, THOSE MEN HAVE RECEIVED THE PUNISHMENT DUE TO THEM, WE DESIRE THAT OUR CONFEDERATES MAY RETAIN WHATSOEVER IT WAS THAT THEY FORMERLY POSSESSED WITHOUT DISTURBANCE, AND THAT YOU RESTORE ALL THE PLACES WHICH BELONG TO HYRCANUS, THE ETHNARCH OF THE JEWS, WHICH YOU HAVE HAD, THOUGH IT WERE BUT ONE DAY BEFORE CAIUS CASSIUS BEGAN AN UNJUSTIFIABLE WAR AGAINST US, AND ENTERED INTO OUR PROVINCE; NOR DO YOU USE ANY FORCE AGAINST HIM, IN ORDER TO WEAKEN HIM, THAT HE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO DISPOSE OF THAT WHICH IS HIS OWN; BUT IF YOU HAVE ANY CONTEST WITH HIM ABOUT YOUR RESPECTIVE RIGHTS, IT SHALL BE LAWFUL FOR YOU TO PLEAD YOUR CAUSE WHEN WE COME UPON THE PLACES CONCERNED, FOR WE SHALL ALIKE PRESERVE THE RIGHTS AND HEAR ALL THE CAUSES OF OUR CONFEDERATES." 
5. "MARCUS ANTONIUS, IMPERATOR, TO THE MAGISTRATES, SENATE, AND PEOPLE OF TYRE, SENDETH GREETING. I HAVE SENT YOU MY DECREE, OF WHICH I WILL THAT YE TAKE CARE THAT IT BE ENGRAVEN ON THE PUBLIC TABLES, IN ROMAN AND GREEK LETTERS, AND THAT IT, STAND ENGRAVEN IN THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS PLACES, THAT IT MAY BE READ BY ALL. MARCUS ANTONIUS, IMPERATOR, ONE OF THE TRIUMVIRATE OVER THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS, MADE THIS DECLARATION: SINCE CAIUS CASSIUS, IN THIS REVOLT HE HATH MADE, HATH PILLAGED THAT PROVINCE WHICH BELONGED NOT TO HIM, AND WAS HELD BY GARRISONS THERE ENCAMPED, WHILE THEY WERE OUR CONFEDERATES, AND HATH SPOILED THAT NATION OF THE JEWS THAT WAS IN FRIENDSHIP WITH THE ROMAN PEOPLE, AS IN WAR; AND SINCE WE HAVE OVERCOME HIS MADNESS BY ARMS, WE NOW CORRECT BY OUR DECREES AND JUDICIAL DETERMINATIONS WHAT HE HATH LAID WASTE, THAT THOSE THINGS MAY BE RESTORED TO OUR CONFEDERATES. AND AS FOR WHAT HATH BEEN SOLD OF THE JEWISH POSSESSIONS, WHETHER THEY BE BODIES OR POSSESSIONS, LET THEM BE RELEASED; THE BODIES INTO THAT STATE OF FREEDOM THEY WERE ORIGINALLY IN, AND THE POSSESSIONS TO THEIR FORMER OWNERS. I ALSO WILL THAT HE WHO SHALL NOT COMPLY WITH THIS DECREE OF MINE SHALL BE PUNISHED FOR HIS DISOBEDIENCE; AND IF SUCH A ONE BE CAUGHT, I WILL TAKE CARE THAT THE OFFENDERS SUFFER CONDIGN PUNISHMENT." 
6. THE SAME THING DID ANTONY WRITE TO THE SIDONIANS, AND THE ANTIOCHIANS, AND THE ARADIANS. WE HAVE PRODUCED THESE DECREES, THEREFORE, AS MARKS FOR FUTURITY OF THE TRUTH OF WHAT WE HAVE SAID, THAT THE ROMANS HAD A GREAT CONCERN ABOUT OUR NATION.
CHAPTER 13. HOW ANTONY MADE HEROD AND PHASAELUS TETRARCHS, AFTER THEY HAD BEEN ACCUSED TO NO PURPOSE; AND HOW THE PARTHIANS WHEN THEY BROUGHT ANTIGONUS INTO JUDEA TOOK HYRCANUS AND PHASAELUS CAPTIVES. HEROD'S FLIGHT; AND WHAT AFFLICTIONS HYRCANUS AND PHASAELUS ENDURED. 
1. WHEN AFTER THIS ANTONY CAME INTO SYRIA, CLEOPATRA MET HIM IN CILICIA, AND BROUGHT HIM TO FALL IN LOVE WITH HER. AND THERE CAME NOW ALSO A HUNDRED OF THE MOST POTENT OF THE JEWS TO ACCUSE HEROD AND THOSE ABOUT HIM, AND SET THE MEN OF THE GREATEST ELOQUENCE AMONG THEM TO SPEAK. BUT MESSALA CONTRADICTED THEM, ON BEHALF OF THE YOUNG MEN, AND ALL THIS IN THE PRESENCE OF HYRCANUS, WHO WAS HEROD'S FATHER-IN-LAW ALREADY. WHEN ANTONY HAD HEARD BOTH SIDES AT DAPHNE, HE ASKED HYRCANUS WHO THEY WERE THAT GOVERNED THE NATION BEST. HE REPLIED, HEROD AND HIS FRIENDS. HEREUPON ANTONY, BY REASON OF THE OLD HOSPITABLE FRIENDSHIP HE HAD MADE WITH HIS FATHER [ANTIPATER], AT THAT TIME WHEN HE WAS WITH GABINIUS, HE MADE BOTH HEROD AND PHASAELUS TETRARCHS, AND COMMITTED THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS OF THE JEWS TO THEM, AND WROTE LETTERS TO THAT PURPOSE. HE ALSO BOUND FIFTEEN OF THEIR ADVERSARIES, AND WAS GOING TO KILL THEM, BUT THAT HEROD OBTAINED THEIR PARDON. 
2. YET DID NOT THESE MEN CONTINUE QUIET WHEN THEY WERE COME BACK, BUT A THOUSAND OF THE JEWS CAME TO TYRE TO MEET HIM THERE, WHITHER THE REPORT WAS THAT HE WOULD COME. BUT ANTONY WAS CORRUPTED BY THE MONEY WHICH HEROD AND HIS BROTHER HAD GIVEN HIM; AND SO HE GAVE ORDER TO THE GOVERNOR OF THE PLACE TO PUNISH THE JEWISH AMBASSADORS, WHO WERE FOR MAKING INNOVATIONS, AND TO SETTLE THE GOVERNMENT UPON HEROD; BUT HEROD WENT OUT HASTILY TO THEM, AND HYRCANUS WAS WITH HIM, (FOR THEY STOOD UPON THE SHORE BEFORE THE CITY,) AND HE CHARGED THEM TO GO THEIR WAYS, BECAUSE GREAT MISCHIEF WOULD BEFALL THEM IF THEY WENT ON WITH THEIR ACCUSATION. BUT THEY DID NOT ACQUIESCE; WHEREUPON THE ROMANS RAN UPON THEM WITH THEIR DAGGERS, AND SLEW SOME, AND WOUNDED MORE OF THEM, AND THE REST FLED AWAY AND WENT HOME, AND LAY STILL IN GREAT CONSTERNATION. AND WHEN THE PEOPLE MADE A CLAMOR AGAINST HEROD, ANTONY WAS SO PROVOKED AT IT, THAT HE SLEW THE PRISONERS. 
3. NOW, IN THE SECOND YEAR, PACORUS, THE KING OF PARTHIA'S SON, AND BARZAPHARNES, A COMMANDER OF THE PARTHIANS, POSSESSED THEMSELVES OF SYRIA. PTOLEMY, THE SON OF MENNEUS, ALSO WAS NOW DEAD, AND LYSANIAS HIS SON TOOK HIS GOVERNMENT, AND MADE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH ANTIGONUS, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS; AND IN ORDER TO OBTAIN IT, MADE USE OF THAT COMMANDER, WHO HAD GREAT INTEREST IN HIM. NOW ANTIGONUS HAD PROMISED TO GIVE THE PARTHIANS A THOUSAND TALENTS, AND FIVE HUNDRED WOMEN, UPON CONDITION THEY WOULD TAKE THE GOVERNMENT AWAY FROM HYRCANUS, AND BESTOW IT UPON HIM, AND WITHAL KILL HEROD. AND ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT GIVE THEM WHAT HE HAD PROMISED, YET DID THE PARTHIANS MAKE AN EXPEDITION INTO JUDEA ON THAT ACCOUNT, AND CARRIED ANTIGONUS WITH THEM. PACORUS WENT ALONG THE MARITIME PARTS, BUT THE COMMANDER BARZAPHARNES THROUGH THE MIDLAND. NOW THE TYRIANS EXCLUDED PACORUS, BUT THE SIDONTANS AND THOSE OF PTOLEMAIS RECEIVED HIM. HOWEVER, PACORUS SENT A TROOP OF HORSEMEN INTO JUDEA, TO TAKE A VIEW OF THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY, AND TO ASSIST ANTIGONUS; AND SENT ALSO THE KING'S BUTLER, OF THE SAME NAME WITH HIMSELF. SO, WHEN THE JEWS THAT DWELT ABOUT MOUNT CARMEL CAME TO ANTIGONUS, AND WERE READY TO MARCH WITH HIM INTO JUDEA, ANTIGONUS HOPED TO GET SOME PART OF THE COUNTRY BY THEIR ASSISTANCE. THE PLACE IS CALLED DRYMI; AND WHEN SOME OTHERS CAME AND MET THEM, THE MEN PRIVATELY FELL UPON JERUSALEM; AND WHEN SOME MORE WERE COME TO THEM, THEY GOT TOGETHER IN GREAT NUMBERS, AND CAME AGAINST THE KING'S PALACE, AND BESIEGED IT. BUT AS PHASAELUS'S AND HEROD'S PARTY CAME TO THE OTHER'S ASSISTANCE, AND A BATTLE HAPPENED BETWEEN THEM IN THE MARKET-PLACE, THE YOUNG MEN BEAT THEIR ENEMIES, AND PURSUED THEM INTO THE TEMPLE, AND SENT SOME ARMED MEN INTO THE ADJOINING HOUSES TO KEEP THEM IN, WHO YET BEING DESTITUTE OF SUCH AS SHOULD SUPPORT THEM, WERE BURNT, AND THE HOUSES WITH THEM, BY THE PEOPLE WHO ROSE UP AGAINST THEM. BUT HEROD WAS REVENGED ON THESE SEDITIOUS ADVERSARIES OF HIS A LITTLE AFTERWARD FOR THIS INJURY THEY HAD OFFERED HIM, WHEN HE FOUGHT WITH THEM, AND SLEW A GREAT NUMBER OF THEM. 
4. BUT WHILE THERE WERE DAILY SKIRMISHES, THE ENEMY WAITED FOR THE COMING OF THE MULTITUDE OUT OF THE COUNTRY TO PENTECOST, A FEAST OF OURS SO CALLED; AND WHEN THAT DAY WAS COME, MANY TEN-THOUSANDS OF THE PEOPLE WERE GATHERED TOGETHER ABOUT THE TEMPLE, SOME IN ARMOR, AND SOME WITHOUT. NOW THOSE THAT CAME GUARDED BOTH THE TEMPLE AND THE CITY, EXCEPTING WHAT BELONGED TO THE PALACE, WHICH HEROD GUARDED WITH A FEW OF HIS SOLDIERS; AND PHASAELUS HAD THE CHARGE OF THE WALL, WHILE HEROD, WITH A BODY OF HIS MEN, SALLIED OUT UPON THE ENEMY, WHO LAY IN THE SUBURBS, AND FOUGHT COURAGEOUSLY, AND PUT MANY TEN THOUSANDS TO FLIGHT, SOME FLYING INTO THE CITY, AND SOME INTO THE TEMPLE, AND SOME INTO THE OUTER FORTIFICATIONS, FOR SOME SUCH FORTIFICATIONS THERE WERE IN THAT PLACE. PHASAELUS CAME ALSO TO HIS ASSISTANCE; YET WAS PACORUS, THE GENERAL OF THE PARTHIANS, AT THE DESIRE OF ANTIGONUS, ADMITTED INTO THE CITY, WITH A FEW OF HIS HORSEMEN, UNDER PRETENCE INDEED AS IF HE WOULD STILL THE SEDITION, BUT IN REALITY, TO ASSIST ANTIGONUS IN OBTAINING THE GOVERNMENT. AND WHEN PHASAELUS MET HIM, AND RECEIVED HIM KINDLY, PACORUS PERSUADED HIM TO GO HIMSELF AS AMBASSADOR TO BARZAPHARNES, WHICH WAS DONE FRAUDULENTLY. ACCORDINGLY, PHASAELUS, SUSPECTING NO HARM, COMPLIED WITH HIS PROPOSAL, WHILE HEROD DID NOT GIVE HIS CONSENT TO WHAT WAS DONE, BECAUSE OF THE PERFIDIOUSNESS OF THESE BARBARIANS, BUT DESIRED PHASAELUS RATHER TO FIGHT THOSE THAT WERE COME INTO THE CITY. 
5. SO BOTH HYRCANUS AND PHASAELUS WENT ON THE EMBASSAGE; BUT PACORUS LEFT WITH HEROD TWO HUNDRED HORSEMEN, AND TEN MEN, WHO WERE CALLED THE FREEMEN, AND CONDUCTED THE OTHERS ON THEIR JOURNEY; AND WHEN THEY WERE IN GALILEE, THE GOVERNORS OF THE CITIES THERE MET THEM IN THEIR ARMS. BARZAPHANLES ALSO RECEIVED THEM AT THE FIRST WITH CHEERFULNESS, AND MADE THEM PRESENTS, THOUGH HE AFTERWARD CONSPIRED AGAINST THEM; AND PHASAELUS, WITH HIS HORSEMEN, WERE CONDUCTED TO THE SEA-SIDE. BUT WHEN THEY HEARD THAT ANTIGONUS HAD PROMISED TO GIVE THE PARTHIANS A THOUSAND TALENTS, AND FIVE HUNDRED WOMEN, TO ASSIST HIM AGAINST THEM, THEY SOON HAD A SUSPICION OF THE BARBARIANS. MOREOVER, THERE WAS ONE WHO INFORMED THEM THAT SNARES WERE LAID FOR THEM BY NIGHT, WHILE A GUARD CAME ABOUT THEM SECRETLY; AND THEY HAD THEN BEEN SEIZED UPON, HAD NOT THEY WAITED FOR THE SEIZURE OF HEROD BY THE PARTHIANS THAT WERE ABOUT JERUSALEM, LEST, UPON THE SLAUGHTER OF HYRCANUS AND PHASAELUS, HE SHOULD HAVE AN INTIMATION OF IT, AND ESCAPE OUT OF THEIR HANDS. AND THESE WERE THE CIRCUMSTANCES THEY WERE NOW IN; AND THEY SAW WHO THEY WERE THAT GUARDED THEM. SOME PERSONS INDEED WOULD HAVE PERSUADED PHASAELUS TO FLY AWAY IMMEDIATELY ON HORSEBACK, AND NOT STAY ANY LONGER; AND THERE WAS ONE OPHELLIUS, WHO, ABOVE ALL THE REST, WAS EARNEST WITH HIM TO DO SO; FOR HE HAD HEARD OF THIS TREACHERY FROM SARAMALLA, THE RICHEST OF ALL THE SYRIANS AT THAT TIME, WHO ALSO PROMISED TO PROVIDE HIM SHIPS TO CARRY HIM OFF; FOR THE SEA WAS JUST BY THEM. BUT HE HAD NO MIND TO DESERT HYRCANUS, NOR BRING HIS BROTHER INTO DANGER; BUT HE WENT TO BARZAPHARNES, AND TOLD HIM HE DID NOT ACT JUSTLY WHEN HE MADE SUCH A CONTRIVANCE AGAINST THEM; FOR THAT IF HE WANTED MONEY, HE WOULD GIVE HIM MORE THAN ANTIGONUS; AND BESIDES, THAT IT WAS A HORRIBLE THING TO SLAY THOSE THAT CAME TO HIM UPON THE SECURITY OF THEIR OATHS, AND THAT WHEN THEY HAD DONE THEM NO INJURY. BUT THE BARBARIAN SWORE TO HIM THAT THERE WAS NO TRUTH IN ANY OF HIS SUSPICIONS, BUT THAT HE WAS TROUBLED WITH NOTHING BUT FALSE PROPOSALS, AND THEN WENT AWAY TO PACORUS. 
6. BUT AS SOON AS HE WAS GONE AWAY, SOME MEN CAME AND BOUND HYRCANUS AND PHASAELUS, WHILE PHASAELUS GREATLY REPROACHED THE PARTHIANS FOR THEIR PERJURY; HOWEVER, THAT BUTLER WHO WAS SENT AGAINST HEROD HAD IT IN COMMAND TO GET HIM WITHOUT THE WALLS OF THE CITY, AND SEIZE UPON HIM; BUT MESSENGERS HAD BEEN SENT BY PHASAELUS TO INFORM HEROD OF THE PERFIDIOUSNESS OF THE PARTHIANS. AND WHEN HE KNEW THAT THE ENEMY HAD SEIZED UPON THEM, HE WENT TO PACORUS, AND TO THE MOST POTENT OF THE PARTHIANS, AS TO THE LORD OF THE REST, WHO, ALTHOUGH THEY KNEW THE WHOLE MATTER, DISSEMBLED WITH HIM IN A DECEITFUL WAY; AND SAID THAT HE OUGHT TO GO OUT WITH THEM BEFORE THE WALLS, AND MEET THOSE WHICH WERE BRINGING HIM HIS LETTERS, FOR THAT THEY WERE NOT TAKEN BY HIS ADVERSARIES, BUT WERE COMING TO GIVE HIM AN ACCOUNT OF THE GOOD SUCCESS PHASAELUS HAD HAD. HEROD DID NOT GIVE CREDIT TO WHAT THEY SAID; FOR HE HAD HEARD THAT HIS BROTHER WAS SEIZED UPON BY OTHERS ALSO; AND THE DAUGHTER OF HYRCANUS, WHOSE DAUGHTER HE HAD ESPOUSED, WAS HIS MONITOR ALSO [NOT TO CREDIT THEM], WHICH MADE HIM STILL MORE SUSPICIOUS OF THE PARTHIANS; FOR ALTHOUGH OTHER PEOPLE DID NOT GIVE HEED TO HER, YET DID HE BELIEVE HER AS A WOMAN OF VERY GREAT WISDOM. 
7. NOW WHILE THE PARTHIANS WERE IN CONSULTATION WHAT WAS FIT TO BE DONE; FOR THEY DID NOT THINK IT PROPER TO MAKE AN OPEN ATTEMPT UPON A PERSON OF HIS CHARACTER; AND WHILE THEY PUT OFF THE DETERMINATION TO THE NEXT DAY, HEROD WAS UNDER GREAT DISTURBANCE OF MIND, AND RATHER INCLINING TO BELIEVE THE REPORTS HE HEARD ABOUT HIS BROTHER AND THE PARTHIANS, THAN TO GIVE HEED TO WHAT WAS SAID ON THE OTHER SIDE, HE DETERMINED, THAT WHEN THE EVENING CAME ON, HE WOULD MAKE USE OF IT FOR HIS FLIGHT, AND NOT MAKE ANY LONGER DELAY, AS IF THE DANGERS FROM THE ENEMY WERE NOT YET CERTAIN. HE THEREFORE REMOVED WITH THE ARMED MEN WHOM HE HAD WITH HIM; AND SET HIS WIVES UPON THE BEASTS, AS ALSO HIS MOTHER, AND SISTER, AND HER WHOM HE WAS ABOUT TO MARRY, [MARIAMNE,] THE DAUGHTER OF ALEXANDER, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS, WITH HER MOTHER, THE DAUGHTER OF HYRCANUS, AND HIS YOUNGEST BROTHER, AND ALL THEIR SERVANTS, AND THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE THAT WAS WITH HIM, AND WITHOUT THE ENEMY'S PRIVITY PURSUED HIS WAY TO IDUMEA. NOR COULD ANY ENEMY OF HIS WHO THEN SAW HIM IN THIS CASE BE SO HARDHEARTED, BUT WOULD HAVE COMMISERATED HIS FORTUNE, WHILE THE WOMEN DREW ALONG THEIR INFANT CHILDREN AND LEFT THEIR OWN COUNTRY, AND THEIR FRIENDS IN PRISON, WITH TEARS IN THEIR EYES, AND SAD LAMENTATIONS, AND IN EXPECTATION OF NOTHING BUT WHAT WAS OF A MELANCHOLY NATURE. 
8. BUT FOR HEROD HIMSELF, HE RAISED HIS MIND ABOVE THE MISERABLE STATE HE WAS IN, AND WAS OF GOOD COURAGE IN THE MIDST OF HIS MISFORTUNES; AND AS HE PASSED ALONG, HE BID THEM EVERY ONE TO BE OF GOOD CHEER, AND NOT TO GIVE THEMSELVES UP TO SORROW, BECAUSE THAT WOULD HINDER THEM IN THEIR FLIGHT, WHICH WAS NOW THE ONLY HOPE OF SAFETY THAT THEY HAD. ACCORDINGLY, THEY TRIED TO BEAR WITH PATIENCE THE CALAMITY THEY WERE UNDER, AS HE EXHORTED THEM TO DO; YET WAS HE ONCE ALMOST GOING TO KILL HIMSELF, UPON THE OVERTHROW OF A WAGON, AND THE DANGER HIS MOTHER WAS THEN IN OF BEING KILLED; AND THIS ON TWO ACCOUNTS, BECAUSE OF HIS GREAT CONCERN FOR HER, AND BECAUSE HE WAS AFRAID LEST, BY THIS DELAY, THE ENEMY SHOULD OVERTAKE HIM IN THE PURSUIT: BUT AS HE WAS DRAWING HIS SWORD, AND GOING TO KILL HIMSELF THEREWITH, THOSE THAT WERE PRESENT RESTRAINED HIM, AND BEING SO MANY IN NUMBER, WERE TOO HARD FOR HIM; AND TOLD HIM THAT HE OUGHT NOT TO DESERT THEM, AND LEAVE THEM A PREY TO THEIR ENEMIES, FOR THAT IT WAS NOT THE PART OF A BRAVE MAN TO FREE HIMSELF FROM THE DISTRESSES HE WAS IN, AND TO OVERLOOK HIS FRIENDS THAT WERE IN THE SAME DISTRESSES ALSO. SO, HE WAS COMPELLED TO LET THAT HORRID ATTEMPT ALONE, PARTLY OUT OF SHAME AT WHAT THEY SAID TO HIM, AND PARTLY OUT OF REGARD TO THE GREAT NUMBER OF THOSE THAT WOULD NOT PERMIT HIM TO DO WHAT HE INTENDED. SO, HE ENCOURAGED HIS MOTHER, AND TOOK ALL THE CARE OF HER THE TIME WOULD ALLOW, AND PROCEEDED ON THE WAY HE PROPOSED TO GO WITH THE UTMOST HASTE, AND THAT WAS TO THE FORTRESS OF MASADA. AND AS HE HAD MANY SKIRMISHES WITH SUCH OF THE PARTHIANS AS ATTACKED HIM AND PURSUED HIM, HE WAS CONQUEROR IN THEM ALL. 
9. NOR INDEED WAS HE FREE FROM THE JEWS ALL ALONG AS HE WAS IN HIS FLIGHT; FOR BY THAT TIME HE WAS GOTTEN SIXTY FURLONGS OUT OF THE CITY, AND WAS UPON THE ROAD, THEY FELL UPON HIM, AND FOUGHT HAND TO HAND WITH HIM, WHOM HE ALSO PUT TO FLIGHT, AND OVERCAME, NOT LIKE ONE THAT WAS IN DISTRESS AND IN NECESSITY, BUT LIKE ONE THAT WAS EXCELLENTLY PREPARED FOR WAR, AND HAD WHAT HE WANTED IN GREAT PLENTY. AND IN THIS VERY PLACE WHERE HE OVERCAME THE JEWS IT WAS THAT HE SOME TIME AFTERWARD BUILD A MOST EXCELLENT PALACE, AND A CITY ROUND ABOUT IT, AND CALLED IT HERODIUM. AND WHEN HE WAS COME TO IDUMEA, AT A PLACE CALLED THRESSA, HIS BROTHER JOSEPH MET HIM, AND HE THEN HELD A COUNCIL TO TAKE ADVICE ABOUT ALL HIS AFFAIRS, AND WHAT WAS FIT TO BE DONE IN HIS CIRCUMSTANCES, SINCE HE HAD A GREAT MULTITUDE THAT FOLLOWED HIM, BESIDES HIS MERCENARY SOLDIERS, AND THE PLACE MASADA, WHITHER HE PROPOSED TO FLY, WAS TOO SMALL TO CONTAIN SO GREAT A MULTITUDE; SO HE SENT AWAY THE GREATER PART OF HIS COMPANY, BEING ABOVE NINE THOUSAND, AND BID THEM GO, SOME ONE WAY, AND SOME ANOTHER, AND SO SAVE THEMSELVES IN IDUMEA, AND GAVE THEM WHAT WOULD BUY THEM PROVISIONS IN THEIR JOURNEY. BUT HE TOOK WITH HIM THOSE THAT WERE THE LEAST ENCUMBERED, AND WERE MOST INTIMATE WITH HIM, AND CAME TO THE FORTRESS, AND PLACED THERE HIS WIVES AND HIS FOLLOWERS, BEING EIGHT HUNDRED IN NUMBER, THERE BEING IN THE PLACE A SUFFICIENT QUANTITY OF CORN AND WATER, AND OTHER NECESSARIES, AND WENT DIRECTLY FOR PETRA, IN ARABIA. BUT WHEN IT WAS DAY, THE PARTHIANS PLUNDERED ALL JERUSALEM, AND THE PALACE, AND ABSTAINED FROM NOTHING BUT HYRCANUS'S MONEY, WHICH WAS THREE HUNDRED TALENTS. A GREAT DEAL OF HEROD'S MONEY ESCAPED, AND PRINCIPALLY ALL THAT THE MAN HAD BEEN SO PROVIDENT AS TO SEND INTO IDUMEA BEFOREHAND; NOR INDEED DID WHAT WAS IN THE CITY SUFFICE THE PARTHIANS, BUT THEY WENT OUT INTO THE COUNTRY, AND PLUNDERED IT, AND DEMOLISHED THE CITY MARISSA. 
10. AND THUS WAS ANTIGONUS BROUGHT BACK INTO JUDEA BY THE KING OF THE PARTHIANS, AND RECEIVED HYRCANUS AND PHASAELUS FOR HIS PRISONERS; BUT HE WAS GREATLY CAST DOWN BECAUSE THE WOMEN HAD ESCAPED, WHOM HE INTENDED TO HAVE GIVEN THE ENEMY, AS HAVING PROMISED THEY SHOULD HAVE THEM, WITH THE MONEY, FOR THEIR REWARD: BUT BEING AFRAID THAT HYRCANUS, WHO WAS UNDER THE GUARD OF THE PARTHIANS, MIGHT HAVE HIS KINGDOM RESTORED TO HIM BY THE MULTITUDE, HE CUT OFF HIS EARS, AND THEREBY TOOK CARE THAT THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD SHOULD NEVER COME TO HIM ANY MORE, BECAUSE HE WAS MAIMED, WHILE THE LAW REQUIRED THAT THIS DIGNITY SHOULD BELONG TO NONE BUT SUCH AS HAD ALL THEIR MEMBERS ENTIRE BUT NOW ONE CANNOT BUT HERE ADMIRE THE FORTITUDE OF PHASAELUS, WHO, PERCEIVING THAT HE WAS TO BE PUT TO DEATH, DID NOT THINK DEATH ANY TERRIBLE THING AT ALL; BUT TO DIE THUS BY THE MEANS OF HIS ENEMY, THIS HE THOUGHT A MOST PITIABLE AND DISHONORABLE THING; AND THEREFORE, SINCE HE HAD NOT HIS HANDS AT LIBERTY, BUT THE BONDS HE WAS IN PREVENTED HIM FROM KILLING HIMSELF THEREBY, HE DASHED HIS HEAD AGAINST A GREAT STONE, AND THEREBY TOOK AWAY HIS OWN LIFE, WHICH HE THOUGHT TO BE THE BEST THING HE COULD DO IN SUCH A DISTRESS AS HE WAS IN, AND THEREBY PUT IT OUT OF THE POWER OF THE ENEMY TO BRING HIM TO ANY DEATH HE PLEASED. IT IS ALSO REPORTED, THAT WHEN HE HAD MADE A GREAT WOUND IN HIS HEAD, ANTIGONUS SENT PHYSICIANS TO CURE IT, AND, BY ORDERING THEM TO INFUSE POISON INTO THE WOUND, KILLED HIM. HOWEVER, PHASAELUS HEARING, BEFORE HE WAS QUITE DEAD, BY A CERTAIN WOMAN, THAT HIS BROTHER HEROD HAD ESCAPED THE ENEMY, UNDERWENT HIS DEATH CHEERFULLY, SINCE HE NOW LEFT BEHIND HIM ONE WHO WOULD REVENGE HIS DEATH, AND WHO WAS ABLE TO INFLICT PUNISHMENT ON HIS ENEMIES.
CHAPTER 14. HOW HEROD GOT AWAY FROM THE KING OF ARABIA AND MADE HASTE TO GO INTO EGYPT AND THENCE WENT AWAY IN HASTE ALSO TO ROME; AND HOW, BY PROMISING A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY TO ANTONY HE OBTAINED OF THE SENATE AND OF CAESAR TO BE MADE KING OF THE JEWS. 
1. AS FOR HEROD, THE GREAT MISERIES HE WAS IN DID NOT DISCOURAGE HIM, BUT MADE HIM SHARP IN DISCOVERING SURPRISING UNDERTAKINGS; FOR HE WENT TO MALCHUS, KING OF ARABIA, WHOM HE HAD FORMERLY BEEN VERY KIND TO, IN ORDER TO RECEIVE SOMEWHAT BY WAY OF REQUITAL, NOW HE WAS IN MORE THAN ORDINARY WANT OF IT, AND DESIRED HE WOULD LET HIM HAVE SOME MONEY, EITHER BY WAY OF LOAN, OR AS HIS FREE GIFT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE MANY BENEFITS HE HAD RECEIVED FROM HIM; FOR NOT KNOWING WHAT WAS BECOME OF HIS BROTHER, HE WAS IN HASTE TO REDEEM HIM OUT OF THE HAND OF HIS ENEMIES, AS WILLING TO GIVE THREE HUNDRED TALENTS FOR THE PRICE OF HIS REDEMPTION. HE ALSO TOOK WITH HIM THE SON OF PHASAELUS, WHO WAS A CHILD OF BUT SEVEN YEARS OF AGE, FOR THIS VERY REASON, THAT HE MIGHT BE A HOSTAGE FOR THE REPAYMENT OF THE MONEY. BUT THERE CAME MESSENGERS FROM MALCHUS TO MEET HIM, BY WHOM HE WAS DESIRED TO BE GONE, FOR THAT THE PARTHIANS HAD LAID A CHARGE UPON HIM NOT TO ENTERTAIN HEROD. THIS WAS ONLY A PRETENSE WHICH HE MADE USE OF, THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE OBLIGED TO REPAY HIM WHAT HE OWED HIM; AND THIS HE WAS FURTHER INDUCED TO BY THE PRINCIPAL MEN AMONG THE ARABIANS, THAT THEY MIGHT CHEAT HIM OF WHAT SUMS THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM [HIS FATHER] ANTIPATER, AND WHICH HE HAD COMMITTED TO THEIR FIDELITY. HE MADE ANSWER, THAT HE DID NOT INTEND TO BE TROUBLESOME TO THEM BY HIS CONING THITHER, BUT THAT HE DESIRED ONLY TO DISCOURSE WITH THEM ABOUT CERTAIN AFFAIRS THAT WERE TO HIM OF THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE. 
2. HEREUPON HE RESOLVED TO GO AWAY, AND DID GO VERY PRUDENTLY THE ROAD TO EGYPT; AND THEN IT WAS THAT HE LODGED IN A CERTAIN TEMPLE; FOR HE HAD LEFT A GREAT MANY OF HIS FOLLOWERS THERE. ON THE NEXT DAY HE CAME TO RHINOCOLURA, AND THERE IT WAS THAT HE HEARD WHAT WAS BEFALLEN HIS BROTHER. THOUGH MALEHUS SOON REPENTED OF WHAT HE HAD DONE, AND CAME RUNNING AFTER HEROD; BUT WITH NO MANNER OF SUCCESS, FOR HE WAS GOTTEN A VERY GREAT WAY OFF, AND MADE HASTE INTO THE ROAD TO PELUSIUM; AND WHEN THE STATIONARY SHIPS THAT LAY THERE HINDERED HIM FROM SAILING TO ALEXANDRIA, HE WENT TO THEIR CAPTAINS, BY WHOSE ASSISTANCE, AND THAT OUT OF MUCH REVERENCE OF AND GREAT REGARD TO HIM, HE WAS CONDUCTED INTO THE CITY [ALEXANDRIA], AND WAS RETAINED THERE BY CLEOPATRA; YET WAS SHE NOT ABLE TO PREVAIL WITH HIM TO STAY THERE, BECAUSE HE WAS MAKING HASTE TO ROME, EVEN THOUGH THE WEATHER WAS STORMY, AND HE WAS INFORMED THAT THE AFFAIRS OF ITALY WERE VERY TUMULTUOUS, AND IN GREAT DISORDER. 
3. SO HE SET SAIL FROM THENCE TO PAMPHYLIA, AND FALLING INTO A VIOLENT STORM, HE HAD MUCH ADO TO ESCAPE TO RHODES, WITH THE LOSS OF THE SHIP'S BURDEN; AND THERE IT WAS THAT TWO OF HIS FRIENDS, SAPPINAS AND PTOLEMEUS, MET WITH HIM; AND AS HE FOUND THAT CITY VERY MUCH DAMAGED IN THE WAR AGAINST CASSIUS, THOUGH HE WERE IN NECESSITY HIMSELF, HE NEGLECTED NOT TO DO IT A KINDNESS, BUT DID WHAT HE COULD TO RECOVER IT TO ITS FORMER STATE. HE ALSO BUILT THERE A THREE-DECKED SHIP, AND SET SAIL THENCE, WITH HIS FRIENDS, FOR ITALY, AND CAME TO THE PORT OF BRUNDUSIUM; AND WHEN HE WAS COME FROM THENCE TO ROME, HE FIRST RELATED TO ANTONY WHAT HAD BEFALLEN HIM IN JUDEA, AND HOW PHASAELUS HIS BROTHER WAS SEIZED ON BY THE PARTHIANS, AND PUT TO DEATH BY THEM, AND HOW HYRCANUS WAS DETAINED CAPTIVE BY THEM, AND HOW THEY HAD MADE ANTIGONUS KING, WHO HAD PROMISED THEM A SUM OF MONEY, NO LESS THAN A THOUSAND TALENTS, WITH FIVE HUNDRED WOMEN, WHO WERE TO BE OF THE PRINCIPAL FAMILIES, AND OF THE JEWISH STOCK; AND THAT HE HAD CARRIED OFF THE WOMEN BY NIGHT; AND THAT, BY UNDERGOING A GREAT MANY HARDSHIPS, HE HAD ESCAPED THE HANDS OF HIS ENEMIES; AS ALSO, THAT HIS OWN RELATIONS WERE IN DANGER OF BEING BESIEGED AND TAKEN, AND THAT HE HAD SAILED THROUGH A STORM, AND CONTEMNED ALL THESE TERRIBLE DANGERS OF IT, IN ORDER TO COME, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, TO HIM, WHO WAS HIS HOPE AND ONLY SUCCOR AT THIS TIME. 
4. THIS ACCOUNT MADE ANTONY COMMISERATE THE CHANGE THAT HAD HAPPENED IN HEROD'S CONDITION; AND REASONING WITH HIMSELF THAT THIS WAS A COMMON CASE AMONG THOSE THAT ARE PLACED IN SUCH GREAT DIGNITIES, AND THAT THEY ARE LIABLE TO THE MUTATIONS THAT COME FROM FORTUNE, HE WAS VERY READY TO GIVE HIM THE ASSISTANCE HE DESIRED, AND THIS BECAUSE HE CALLED TO MIND THE FRIENDSHIP HE HAD HAD WITH ANTIPATER BECAUSE HEROD OFFERED HIM MONEY TO MAKE HIM KING, AS HE HAD FORMERLY GIVEN IT HIM TO MAKE HIM TETRARCH, AND CHIEFLY BECAUSE OF HIS HATRED TO ANTIGONUS; FOR HE TOOK HIM TO BE A SEDITIOUS PERSON, AND AN ENEMY TO THE ROMANS. CAESAR WAS ALSO THE FORWARDER TO RAISE HEROD'S DIGNITY, AND TO GIVE HIM HIS ASSISTANCE IN WHAT HE DESIRED, ON ACCOUNT OF THE TOILS OF WAR WHICH HE HAD HIMSELF UNDERGONE WITH ANTIPATER HIS FATHER IN EGYPT, AND OF THE HOSPITALITY HE HAD TREATED HIM WITHAL, AND THE KINDNESS HE HAD ALWAYS SHOWED HIM, AS ALSO TO GRATIFY ANTONY, WHO WAS VERY ZEALOUS FOR HEROD. SO, A SENATE WAS CONVOCATED; AND MESSALA FIRST, AND THEN ATRATINUS, INTRODUCED HEROD INTO IT, AND ENLARGED UPON THE BENEFITS THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM HIS FATHER, AND PUT THEM IN MIND OF THE GOOD-WILL HE HAD BORNE TO THE ROMANS. AT THE SAME TIME, THEY ACCUSED ANTIGONUS, AND DECLARED HIM AN ENEMY, NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF HIS FORMER OPPOSITION TO THEM, BUT THAT HE HAD NOW OVERLOOKED THE ROMANS, AND TAKEN THE GOVERNMENT FROM THE PARTHIANS. UPON THIS THE SENATE WAS IRRITATED; AND ANTONY INFORMED THEM FURTHER, THAT IT WAS FOR THEIR ADVANTAGE IN THE PARTHIAN WAR THAT HEROD SHOULD BE KING. THIS SEEMED GOOD TO ALL THE SENATORS; AND SO, THEY MADE A DECREE ACCORDINGLY. 
5. AND THIS WAS THE PRINCIPAL INSTANCE OF ANTONY'S AFFECTION FOR HEROD, THAT HE NOT ONLY PROCURED HIM A KINGDOM WHICH HE DID NOT EXPECT, (FOR HE DID NOT COME WITH AN INTENTION TO ASK THE KINGDOM FOR HIMSELF, WHICH HE DID NOT SUPPOSE THE ROMANS WOULD GRANT HIM, WHO USED TO BESTOW IT ON SOME OF THE ROYAL FAMILY, BUT INTENDED TO DESIRE IT FOR HIS WIFE'S BROTHER, WHO WAS GRANDSON BY HIS FATHER TO ARISTOBULUS, AND TO HYRCANUS BY HIS MOTHER,) BUT THAT HE PROCURED IT FOR HIM SO SUDDENLY, THAT HE OBTAINED WHAT HE DID NOT EXPECT, AND DEPARTED OUT OF ITALY IN SO FEW DAYS AS SEVEN IN ALL. THIS YOUNG MAN [THE GRANDSON] HEROD AFTERWARD TOOK CARE TO HAVE SLAIN, AS WE SHALL SHOW IN ITS PROPER PLACE. BUT WHEN THE SENATE WAS DISSOLVED, ANTONY AND CAESAR WENT OUT OF THE SENATE HOUSE WITH HEROD BETWEEN THEM, AND WITH THE CONSULS AND OTHER MAGISTRATES BEFORE THEM, IN ORDER TO OFFER SACRIFICES, AND TO LAY UP THEIR DECREES IN THE CAPITOL. ANTONY ALSO FEASTED HEROD THE FIRST DAY OF HIS REIGN. AND THUS, DID THIS MAN RECEIVE THE KINGDOM, HAVING OBTAINED IT ON THE HUNDRED AND EIGHTYFOURTH OLYMPIAD, WHEN CAIUS DOMITIUS CALVINUS WAS CONSUL THE SECOND TIME, AND CAIUS ASINIUS POLLIO [THE FIRST TIME]. 
6. ALL THIS WHILE ANTIGONUS BESIEGED THOSE THAT WERE IN MASADA, WHO HAD PLENTY OF ALL OTHER NECESSARIES, BUT WERE ONLY IN WANT OF WATER INSOMUCH THAT ON THIS OCCASION JOSEPH, HEROD'S BROTHER, WAS CONTRIVING TO RUN AWAY FROM IT, WITH TWO HUNDRED OF HIS DEPENDENTS, TO THE ARABIANS; FOR HE HAD HEARD THAT MALCHUS REPENTED OF THE OFFENSES HE HAD BEEN GUILTY OF WITH REGARD TO HEROD; BUT GOD, BY SENDING RAIN IN THE NIGHT TIME, PREVENTED HIS GOING AWAY, FOR THEIR CISTERNS WERE THEREBY FILLED, AND HE WAS UNDER NO NECESSITY OF RUNNING AWAY ON THAT ACCOUNT; BUT THEY WERE NOW OF GOOD COURAGE, AND THE MORE SO, BECAUSE THE SENDING THAT PLENTY OF WATER WHICH THEY HAD BEEN IN WANT OF SEEMED A MARK OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE; SO THEY MADE A SALLY, AND FOUGHT HAND TO HAND WITH ANTIGONUS'S SOLDIERS, (WITH SOME OPENLY, WITH SOME PRIVATELY,) AND DESTROYED A GREAT NUMBER OF THEM. AT THE SAME TIME VENTIDIUS, THE GENERAL OF THE ROMANS, WAS SENT OUT OF SYRIA, TO DRIVE THE PARTHIANS OUT OF IT, AND MARCHED AFTER THEM INTO JUDEA, IN PRETENSE INDEED TO SUCCOR JOSEPH; BUT IN REALITY THE WHOLE AFFAIR WAS NO MORE THAN A STRATAGEM, IN ORDER TO GET MONEY OF ANTIGONUS; SO THEY PITCHED THEIR CAMP VERY NEAR TO JERUSALEM, AND STRIPPED ANTIGONUS OF A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY, AND THEN HE RETIRED HIMSELF WITH THE GREATER PART OF THE ARMY; BUT, THAT THE WICKEDNESS HE HAD BEEN GUILTY OF MIGHT BE FOUND OUT, HE LEFT SILO THERE, WITH A CERTAIN PART OF HIS SOLDIERS, WITH WHOM ALSO ANTIGONUS CULTIVATED AN ACQUAINTANCE, THAT HE MIGHT CAUSE HIM NO DISTURBANCE, AND WAS STILL IN HOPES THAT THE PARTHIANS WOULD COME AGAIN AND DEFEND HIM.
CHAPTER 15. HOW HEROD SAILED OUT OF ITALY TO JUDEA, AND FOUGHT WITH ANTIGONUS AND WHAT OTHER THINGS HAPPENED IN JUDEA ABOUT THAT TIME. 
1. BY THIS TIME HEROD HAD SAILED OUT OF ITALY TO PTOLEMAIS, AND HAD GOTTEN TOGETHER NO SMALL ARMY, BOTH OF STRANGERS AND OF HIS OWN COUNTRYMEN, AND MARCHED THROUGH GALILEE AGAINST ANTIGNUS. SILO ALSO, AND VENTIDIUS, CAME AND ASSISTED HIM, BEING PERSUADED BY DELLIUS, WHO WAS SENT BY ANTONY TO ASSIST IN BRINGING BACK HEROD. NOW FOR VENTIDIUS, HE WAS EMPLOYED IN COMPOSING THE DISTURBANCES THAT HAD BEEN MADE IN THE CITIES BY THE MEANS OF THE PARTHIANS; AND FOR SILO, HE WAS IN JUDEA INDEED, BUT CORRUPTED BY ANTIGONUS. HOWEVER, AS HEROD WENT ALONG HIS ARMY INCREASED EVERY DAY, AND ALL GALILEE, WITH SOME SMALL EXCEPTION, JOINED HIM; BUT AS HE WAS TO THOSE THAT WERE IN MASADA, (FOR HE WAS OBLIGED TO ENDEAVOR TO SAVE THOSE THAT WERE IN THAT FORTRESS NOW THEY WERE BESIEGED, BECAUSE THEY WERE HIS RELATIONS,) JOPPA WAS A HINDERANCE TO HIM, FOR IT WAS NECESSARY FOR HIM TO TAKE THAT PLACE FIRST, IT BEING A CITY AT VARIANCE WITH HIM, THAT NO STRONG HOLD MIGHT BE LEFT IN HIS ENEMIES' HANDS BEHIND HIM WHEN HE SHOULD GO TO JERUSALEM. AND WHEN SILO MADE THIS A PRETENSE FOR RISING UP FROM JERUSALEM, AND WAS THEREUPON PURSUED BY THE JEWS, HEROD FELL UPON THEM WITH A SMALL BODY OF MEN, AND BOTH PUT THE JEWS TO FLIGHT AND SAVED SILO, WHEN HE WAS VERY POORLY ABLE TO DEFEND HIMSELF; BUT WHEN HEROD HAD TAKEN JOPPA, HE MADE HASTE TO SET FREE THOSE OF HIS FAMILY THAT WERE IN MASADA. NOW OF THE PEOPLE OF THE COUNTRY, SOME JOINED HIM BECAUSE OF THE FRIENDSHIP THEY HAD HAD WITH HIS FATHER, AND SOME BECAUSE OF THE SPLENDID APPEARANCE HE MADE, AND OTHERS BY WAY OF REQUITAL FOR THE BENEFITS THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM BOTH OF THEM; BUT THE GREATEST NUMBER CAME TO HIM IN HOPES OF GETTING SOMEWHAT FROM HIM AFTERWARD, IF HE WERE ONCE FIRMLY SETTLED IN THE KINGDOM. 
2. HEROD HAD NOW A STRONG ARMY; AND AS HE MARCHED ON, ANTIGONUS LAID SNARES AND AMBUSHES IN THE PASSES AND PLACES MOST PROPER FOR THEM; BUT IN TRUTH HE THEREBY DID LITTLE OR NO DAMAGE TO THE ENEMY. SO, HEROD RECEIVED THOSE OF HIS FAMILY OUT OF MASADA, AND THE FORTRESS RESSA, AND THEN WENT ON FOR JERUSALEM. THE SOLDIERY ALSO THAT WAS WITH SILO ACCOMPANIED HIM ALL ALONG, AS DID MANY OF THE CITIZENS, BEING AFRAID OF HIS POWER; AND AS SOON AS HE HAD PITCHED HIS CAMP ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE CITY, THE SOLDIERS THAT WERE SET TO GUARD THAT PART SHOT THEIR ARROWS AND THREW THEIR DARTS AT HIM; AND WHEN SOME SALLIED OUT IN A CROWD, AND CAME TO FIGHT HAND TO HAND WITH THE FIRST RANKS OF HEROD'S ARMY, HE GAVE ORDERS THAT THEY SHOULD, IN THE FIRST PLACE, MAKE PROCLAMATION ABOUT THE WALL, THAT HE CAME FOR THE GOOD OF THE PEOPLE, AND FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE CITY, AND NOT TO BEAR ANY OLD GRUDGE AT EVEN HIS MOST OPEN ENEMIES, BUT READY TO FORGET THE OFFENSES WHICH HIS GREATEST ADVERSARIES HAD DONE HIM. BUT ANTIGONUS, BY WAY OF REPLY TO WHAT HEROD HAD CAUSED TO BE PROCLAIMED, AND THIS BEFORE THE ROMANS, AND BEFORE SILO ALSO, SAID THAT THEY WOULD NOT DO JUSTLY, IF THEY GAVE THE KINGDOM TO HEROD, WHO WAS NO MORE THAN A PRIVATE MAN, AND AN IDUMEAN, I.E. A HALF JEW, WHEREAS THEY OUGHT TO BESTOW IT ON ONE OF THE ROYAL FAMILY, AS THEIR CUSTOM WAS; FOR THAT IN CASE THEY AT PRESENT BEAR AN ILL-WILL TO HIM, AND HAD RESOLVED TO DEPRIVE HIM OF THE KINGDOM, AS HAVING RECEIVED IT FROM THE PARTHIANS, YET WERE THERE MANY OTHERS OF HIS FAMILY THAT MIGHT BY THEIR LAW TAKE IT, AND THESE SUCH AS HAD NO WAY OFFENDED THE ROMANS; AND BEING OF THE SACERDOTAL FAMILY, IT WOULD BE AN UNWORTHY THING TO PUT THEM BY. NOW WHILE THEY SAID THUS ONE TO ANOTHER, AND FELL TO REPROACHING ONE ANOTHER ON BOTH SIDES, ANTIGONUS PERMITTED HIS OWN MEN THAT WERE UPON THE WALL TO DEFEND THEMSELVES, WHO USING THEIR BOWS, AND SHOWING GREAT ALACRITY AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES, EASILY DROVE THEM AWAY FROM THE TOWERS. 
3. AND NOW IT WAS THAT SILO DISCOVERED THAT HE HAD TAKEN BRIBES; FOR HE SET A GOOD NUMBER OF HIS SOLDIERS TO COMPLAIN ALOUD OF THE WANT OF PROVISIONS THEY WERE IN, AND TO REQUIRE MONEY TO BUY THEM FOOD; AND THAT IT WAS FIT TO LET THEM GO INTO PLACES PROPER FOR WINTER QUARTERS, SINCE THE PLACES NEAR THE CITY WERE A DESERT, BY REASON THAT ANTIGONUS'S SOLDIERS HAD CARRIED ALL AWAY; SO HE SET THE ARMY UPON REMOVING, AND ENDEAVORED TO MARCH AWAY; BUT HEROD PRESSED SILO NOT TO DEPART, AND EXHORTED SILO'S CAPTAINS AND SOLDIERS NOT TO DESERT HIM, WHEN CAESAR, AND ANTONY, AND THE SENATE HAD SENT HIM THITHER, FOR THAT HE WOULD PROVIDE THEM PLENTY OF ALL THE THINGS THEY WANTED, AND EASILY PROCURE THEM A GREAT ABUNDANCE OF WHAT THEY REQUIRED; AFTER WHICH ENTREATY, HE IMMEDIATELY WENT OUT INTO THE COUNTRY, AND LEFT NOT THE LEAST PRETENSE TO SILO FOR HIS DEPARTURE; FOR HE BROUGHT AN UNEXPECTED QUANTITY OF PROVISIONS, AND SENT TO THOSE FRIENDS OF HIS WHO INHABITED ABOUT SAMARIA TO BRING DOWN CORN, AND WINE, AND OIL, AND CATTLE, AND ALL OTHER PROVISIONS, TO JERICHO, THAT THOSE MIGHT BE NO WANT OF A SUPPLY FOR THE SOLDIERS FOR THE TIME TO COME. ANTIGONUS WAS SENSIBLE OF THIS, AND SENT PRESENTLY OVER THE COUNTRY SUCH AS MIGHT RESTRAIN AND LIE IN AMBUSH FOR THOSE THAT WENT OUT FOR PROVISIONS. SO, THESE MEN OBEYED THE ORDERS OF ANTIGONUS, AND GOT TOGETHER A GREAT NUMBER OF ARMED MEN ABOUT JERICHO, AND SAT UPON THE MOUNTAINS, AND WATCHED THOSE THAT BROUGHT THE PROVISIONS. HOWEVER, HEROD WAS NOT IDLE IN THE MEAN TIME, FOR HE TOOK TEN BANDS OF SOLDIERS, OF WHOM FIVE WERE OF THE ROMANS, AND FIVE OF THE JEWS, WITH SOME MERCENARIES AMONG THEM, AND WITH SOME FEW HORSEMEN, AND CAME TO JERICHO; AND AS THEY FOUND THE CITY DESERTED, BUT THAT FIVE HUNDRED OF THEM HAD SETTLED THEMSELVES ON THE TOPS OF THE HILLS, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, THOSE HE TOOK AND SENT AWAY; BUT THE ROMANS FELL UPON THE CITY, AND PLUNDERED IT, AND FOUND THE HOUSES FULL OF ALL SORTS OF GOOD THINGS. SO, THE KING LEFT A GARRISON AT JERICHO, AND CAME BACK AGAIN, AND SENT THE ROMAN ARMY TO TAKE THEIR WINTER QUARTERS IN THE COUNTRIES THAT WERE COME OVER TO HIM, JUDEA, AND GALILEE, AND SAMARIA. AND SO MUCH DID ANTIGONUS GAIN OF SILO FOR THE BRIBES HE GAVE HIM, THAT PART OF THE ARMY SHOULD BE QUARTERED AT LYDDA, IN ORDER TO PLEASE ANTONY. SO, THE ROMANS LAID THEIR WEAPONS ASIDE, AND LIVED IN PLENTY OF ALL THINGS. 
4. BUT HEROD WAS NOT PLEASED WITH LYING STILL, BUT SENT OUT HIS BROTHER JOSEPH AGAINST IDUMEA WITH TWO THOUSAND ARMED FOOTMEN, AND FOUR HUNDRED HORSEMEN, WHILE HE HIMSELF CAME TO SAMARIA, AND LEFT HIS MOTHER AND HIS OTHER RELATIONS THERE, FOR THEY WERE ALREADY GONE OUT OF MASADA, AND WENT INTO GALILEE, TO TAKE CERTAIN PLACES WHICH WERE HELD BY THE GARRISONS OF ANTIGONUS; AND HE PASSED ON TO SEPPHORIS, AS GOD SENT A SNOW, WHILE ANTIGONUS'S GARRISONS WITHDREW THEMSELVES, AND HAD GREAT PLENTY OF PROVISIONS. HE ALSO WENT THENCE, AND RESOLVED TO DESTROY THOSE ROBBERS THAT DWELT IN THE CAVES, AND DID MUCH MISCHIEF IN THE COUNTRY; SO, HE SENT A TROOP OF HORSEMEN, AND THREE COMPANIES OF ARMED FOOTMEN, AGAINST THEM. THEY WERE VERY NEAR TO A VILLAGE CALLED ARBELA; AND ON THE FORTIETH DAY AFTER, HE CAME HIMSELF WITH HIS WHOLE ARMY: AND AS THE ENEMY SALLIED OUT BOLDLY UPON HIM, THE LEFT WING OF HIS ARMY GAVE WAY; BUT HE APPEARING WITH A BODY OF MEN, PUT THOSE TO FLIGHT WHO WERE ALREADY CONQUERORS, AND RECALLED HIS MEN THAT RAN AWAY. HE ALSO PRESSED UPON HIS ENEMIES, AND PURSUED THEM AS FAR AS THE RIVER JORDAN, THOUGH THEY RAN AWAY BY DIFFERENT ROADS. SO HE BROUGHT OVER TO HIM ALL GALILEE, EXCEPTING THOSE THAT DWELT IN THE CAVES, AND DISTRIBUTED MONEY TO EVERY ONE OF HIS SOLDIERS, GIVING THEM A HUNDRED AND FIFTY DRACHMAE APIECE, AND MUCH MORE TO THEIR CAPTAINS, AND SENT THEM INTO WINTER QUARTERS; AT WHICH TIME SILO CAME TO HIM, AND HIS COMMANDERS WITH HIM, BECAUSE ANTIGONUS WOULD NOT GIVE THEM PROVISIONS ANY LONGER, FOR HE SUPPLIED THEM FOR NO MORE THAN ONE MONTH; NAY, HE HAD SENT TO ALL THE COUNTRY ABOUT, AND ORDERED THEM TO CARRY OFF THE PROVISIONS THAT WERE THERE, AND RETIRE TO THE MOUNTAINS, THAT THE ROMANS MIGHT HAVE NO PROVISIONS TO LIVE UPON, AND SO, MIGHT PERISH BY FAMINE. BUT HEROD COMMITTED THE CARE OF THAT MATTER TO PHERORAS, HIS YOUNGEST BROTHER, AND ORDERED HIM TO REPAIR ALEXANDRIUM ALSO. ACCORDINGLY, HE QUICKLY MADE THE SOLDIERS ABOUND WITH GREAT PLENTY OF PROVISIONS, AND REBUILT ALEXANDRIUM, WHICH HAD BEEN BEFORE DESOLATE. 
5. ABOUT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT ANTONY CONTINUED SOME TIME AT ATHENS, AND THAT VENTIDIUS, WHO WAS NOW IN SYRIA, SENT FOR SILO, AND COMMANDED HIM TO ASSIST HEROD, IN THE FIRST PLACE, TO FINISH THE PRESENT WAR, AND THEN TO SEND FOR THEIR CONFEDERATES FOR THE WAR THEY WERE THEMSELVES ENGAGED IN; BUT AS FOR HEROD, HE WENT IN HASTE AGAINST THE ROBBERS THAT WERE IN THE CAVES, AND SENT SILO AWAY TO VENTIDIUS, WHILE HE MARCHED AGAINST THEM. THESE CAVES WERE IN MOUNTAINS THAT WERE EXCEEDING ABRUPT, AND IN THEIR MIDDLE WERE NO OTHER THAN PRECIPICES, WITH CERTAIN ENTRANCES INTO THE CAVES, AND THOSE CAVES WERE ENCOMPASSED WITH SHARP ROCKS, AND IN THESE DID THE ROBBERS LIE CONCEALED, WITH ALL THEIR FAMILIES ABOUT THEM; BUT THE KING CAUSED CERTAIN CHESTS TO BE MADE, IN ORDER TO DESTROY THEM, AND TO BE HUNG DOWN, BOUND ABOUT WITH IRON CHAINS, BY AN ENGINE, FROM THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN, IT BEING NOT POSSIBLE TO GET UP TO THEM, BY REASON OF THE SHARP ASCENT OF THE MOUNTAINS, NOR TO CREEP DOWN TO THEM FROM ABOVE. NOW THESE CHESTS WERE FILLED WITH ARMED MEN, WHO HAD LONG HOOKS IN THEIR HANDS, BY WHICH THEY MIGHT PULL OUT SUCH AS RESISTED THEM, AND THEN TUMBLE THEM DOWN, AND KILL THEM BY SO DOING; BUT THE LETTING THE CHESTS DOWN PROVED TO BE A MATTER OF GREAT DANGER, BECAUSE OF THE VAST DEPTH THEY WERE TO BE LET DOWN, ALTHOUGH THEY HAD THEIR PROVISIONS IN THE CHESTS THEMSELVES. BUT WHEN THE CHESTS WERE LET DOWN, AND NOT ONE OF THOSE IN THE MOUTHS OF THE CAVES DURST COME NEAR THEM, BUT LAY STILL OUT OF FEAR, SOME OF THE ARMED MEN GIRT ON THEIR ARMOR, AND BY BOTH THEIR HANDS TOOK HOLD OF THE CHAIN BY WHICH THE CHESTS WERE LET DOWN, AND WENT INTO THE MOUTHS OF THE CAVES, BECAUSE THEY FRETTED THAT SUCH DELAY WAS MADE BY THE ROBBERS NOT DARING TO COME OUT OF THE CAVES; AND WHEN THEY WERE AT ANY OF THOSE MOUTHS, THEY FIRST KILLED MANY OF THOSE THAT WERE IN THE MOUTHS WITH THEIR DARTS, AND AFTERWARDS PULLED THOSE TO THEM THAT RESISTED THEM WITH THEIR HOOKS, AND TUMBLED THEM DOWN THE PRECIPICES, AND AFTERWARDS WENT INTO THE CAVES, AND KILLED MANY MORE, AND THEN WENT INTO THEIR CHESTS AGAIN, AND LAY STILL THERE; BUT, UPON THIS, TERROR SEIZED THE REST, WHEN THEY HEARD THE LAMENTATIONS THAT WERE MADE, AND THEY DESPAIRED OF ESCAPING. HOWEVER, WHEN THE NIGHT CAME ON, THAT PUT AN END TO THE WHOLE WORK; AND AS THE KING PROCLAIMED PARDON BY A HERALD TO SUCH AS DELIVERED THEMSELVES UP TO HIM, MANY ACCEPTED OF THE OFFER. THE SAME METHOD OF ASSAULT WAS MADE USE OF THE NEXT DAY; AND THEY WENT FURTHER, AND GOT OUT IN BASKETS TO FIGHT THEM, AND FOUGHT THEM AT THEIR DOORS, AND SENT FIRE AMONG THEM, AND SET THEIR CAVES ON FIRE, FOR THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL OF COMBUSTIBLE MATTER WITHIN THEM. NOW THERE WAS ONE OLD MAN WHO WAS CAUGHT WITHIN ONE OF THESE CAVES, WITH SEVEN CHILDREN AND A WIFE; THESE PRAYED HIM TO GIVE THEM LEAVE TO GO OUT, AND YIELD THEMSELVES UP TO THE ENEMY; BUT HE STOOD AT THE CAVE'S MOUTH, AND ALWAYS SLEW THAT CHILD OF HIS WHO WENT OUT, TILL HE HAD DESTROYED THEM EVERY ONE, AND AFTER THAT HE SLEW HIS WIFE, AND CAST THEIR DEAD BODIES DOWN THE PRECIPICE, AND HIMSELF AFTER THEM, AND SO UNDERWENT DEATH RATHER THAN SLAVERY: BUT BEFORE HE DID THIS, HE GREATLY REPROACHED HEROD WITH THE MEANNESS OF HIS FAMILY, ALTHOUGH HE WAS THEN KING. HEROD ALSO SAW WHAT HE WAS DOING, AND STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND, AND OFFERED HIM ALL MANNER OF SECURITY FOR HIS LIFE; BY WHICH MEANS ALL THESE CAVES WERE AT LENGTH SUBDUED ENTIRELY. 
6. AND WHEN THE KING HAD SET PTOLEMY OVER THESE PARTS OF THE COUNTRY AS HIS GENERAL, HE WENT TO SAMARIA, WITH SIX HUNDRED HORSEMEN, AND THREE THOUSAND ARMED FOOTMEN, AS INTENDING TO FIGHT ANTIGONUS. BUT STILL THIS COMMAND OF THE ARMY DID NOT SUCCEED WELL WITH PTOLEMY, BUT THOSE THAT HAD BEEN TROUBLESOME TO GALILEE BEFORE ATTACKED HIM, AND SLEW HIM; AND WHEN THEY HAD DONE THIS, THEY FLED AMONG THE LAKES AND PLACES ALMOST INACCESSIBLE LAYING WASTE AND PLUNDERING WHATSOEVER THEY COULD COME AT IN THOSE PLACES. BUT HEROD SOON RETURNED, AND PUNISHED THEM FOR WHAT THEY HAD DONE; FOR SOME OF THESE REBELS HE SLEW, AND OTHERS OF THEM, WHO HAD FLED TO THE STRONG HOLDS HE BESIEGED, AND BOTH SLEW THEM, AND DEMOLISHED THEIR STRONG HOLDS. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS PUT AN END TO THEIR REBELLION, HE LAID A FINE UPON THE CITIES OF A HUNDRED TALENTS. 
7. IN THE MEAN TIME, PACORUS WAS FALLEN IN A BATTLE, AND THE PARTHIANS WERE DEFEATED, WHEN VENTIDIUS SENT MACHERAS TO THE ASSISTANCE OF HEROD, WITH TWO LEGIONS, AND A THOUSAND HORSEMEN, WHILE ANTONY ENCOURAGED HIM TO MAKE HASTE. BUT MACHERAS, AT THE INSTIGATION OF ANTIGONUS, WITHOUT THE APPROBATION OF HEROD, AS BEING CORRUPTED BY MONEY, WENT ABOUT TO TAKE A VIEW OF HIS AFFAIRS; BUT ANTIGONUS SUSPECTING THIS INTENTION OF HIS COMING, DID NOT ADMIT HIM INTO THE CITY, BUT KEPT HIM AT A DISTANCE, WITH THROWING STONES AT HIM, AND PLAINLY SHOWED WHAT HE HIMSELF MEANT. BUT WHEN MACHERAS WAS SENSIBLE THAT HEROD HAD GIVEN HIM GOOD ADVICE, AND THAT HE HAD MADE A MISTAKE HIMSELF IN NOT HEARKENING TO THAT ADVICE, HE RETIRED TO THE CITY EMMAUS; AND WHAT JEWS HE MET WITH HE SLEW THEM, WHETHER THEY WERE ENEMIES OR FRIENDS, OUT OF THE RAGE HE WAS IN AT WHAT HARDSHIPS HE HAD UNDERGONE. THE KING WAS PROVOKED AT THIS CONDUCT OF HIS, AND WENT TO SAMARIA, AND RESOLVED TO GO TO ANTONY ABOUT THESE AFFAIRS, AND TO INFORM HIM THAT HE STOOD IN NO NEED OF SUCH HELPERS, WHO DID HIM MORE MISCHIEF THAN THEY DID HIS ENEMIES; AND THAT HE WAS ABLE OF HIMSELF TO BEAT ANTIGONUS. BUT MACHERAS FOLLOWED HIM, AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD NOT GO TO ANTONY; OR IF HE WAS RESOLVED TO GO, THAT HE WOULD JOIN HIS BROTHER JOSEPH WITH THEM, AND LET THEM FIGHT AGAINST ANTIGONUS. SO, HE WAS RECONCILED TO MACHERAS, UPON HIS EARNEST ENTREATIES. ACCORDINGLY, HE LEFT JOSEPH THERE WITH HIS ARMY, BUT CHARGED HIM TO RUN NO HAZARDS, NOR TO QUARREL WITH MACHERAS. 
8. BUT FOR HIS OWN PART, HE MADE HASTE TO ANTONY (WHO WAS THEN AT THE SIEGE OF SAMOSATA, A PLACE UPON EUPHRATES) WITH HIS TROOPS, BOTH HORSEMEN AND FOOTMEN, TO BE AUXILIARIES TO HIM. AND WHEN HE CAME TO ANTIOCH, AND MET THERE A GREAT NUMBER OF MEN GOTTEN TOGETHER THAT WERE VERY DESIROUS TO GO TO ANTONY, BUT DURST NOT VENTURE TO GO, OUT OF FEAR, BECAUSE THE BARBARIANS FELL UPON MEN ON THE ROAD, AND SLEW MANY, SO HE ENCOURAGED THEM, AND BECAME THEIR CONDUCTOR UPON THE ROAD. NOW WHEN THEY WERE WITHIN TWO DAYS' MARCH OF SAMOSATA, THE BARBARIANS HAD LAID AN AMBUSH THERE TO DISTURB THOSE THAT CAME TO ANTONY, AND WHERE THE WOODS MADE THE PASSES NARROW, AS THEY LED TO THE PLAINS, THERE THEY LAID NOT A FEW OF THEIR HORSEMEN, WHO WERE TO LIE STILL UNTIL THOSE PASSENGERS WERE GONE BY INTO THE WIDE PLACE. NOW AS SOON AS THE FIRST RANKS WERE GONE BY, (FOR HEROD BROUGHT ON THE REAR,) THOSE THAT LAY IN AMBUSH, WHO WERE ABOUT FIVE HUNDRED, FELL UPON THEM ON THE SUDDEN, AND WHEN THEY HAD PUT THE FOREMOST TO FLIGHT, THE KING CAME RIDING HARD, WITH THE FORCES THAT WERE ABOUT HIM, AND IMMEDIATELY DROVE BACK THE ENEMY; BY WHICH MEANS HE MADE THE MINDS OF HIS OWN MEN COURAGEOUS, AND IMBOLDENED THEM TO GO ON, INSOMUCH THAT THOSE WHO RAN AWAY BEFORE NOW RETURNED BACK, AND THE BARBARIANS WERE SLAIN ON ALL SIDES. THE KING ALSO WENT ON KILLING THEM, AND RECOVERED ALL THE BAGGAGE, AMONG WHICH WERE A GREAT NUMBER OF BEASTS FOR BURDEN, AND OF SLAVES, AND PROCEEDED ON IN HIS MARCH; AND WHEREAS THERE WERE A GREAT NUMBER OF THOSE IN THE WOODS THAT ATTACKED THEM, AND WERE NEAR THE PASSAGE THAT LED INTO THE PLAIN, HE MADE A SALLY UPON THESE ALSO WITH A STRONG BODY OF MEN, AND PUT THEM TO FLIGHT, AND SLEW MANY OF THEM, AND THEREBY RENDERED THE WAY SAFE FOR THOSE THAT CAME AFTER; AND THESE CALLED HEROD THEIR SAVIOR AND PROTECTOR. 
9. AND WHEN HE WAS NEAR TO SAMOSATA, ANTONY SENT OUT HIS ARMY IN ALL THEIR PROPER HABILIMENTS TO MEET HIM, IN ORDER TO PAY HEROD THIS RESPECT, AND BECAUSE OF THE ASSISTANCE HE HAD GIVEN HIM; FOR HE HAD HEARD WHAT ATTACKS THE BARBARIANS HAD MADE UPON HIM [IN JUDEA]. HE ALSO WAS VERY GLAD TO SEE HIM THERE, AS HAVING BEEN MADE ACQUAINTED WITH THE GREAT ACTIONS HE HAD PERFORMED UPON THE ROAD. SO, HE ENTERTAINED HIM VERY KINDLY, AND COULD NOT BUT ADMIRE HIS COURAGE. ANTONY ALSO EMBRACED HIM AS SOON AS HE SAW HIM, AND SALUTED HIM AFTER A MOST AFFECTIONATE MANNER, AND GAVE HIM THE UPPER HAND, AS HAVING HIMSELF LATELY MADE HIM A KING; AND IN A LITTLE TIME, ANTIOCHUS DELIVERED UP THE FORTRESS, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT THIS WAR WAS AT AN END; THEN ANTONY COMMITTED THE REST TO SOSIUS, AND GAVE HIM ORDERS TO ASSIST HEROD, AND WENT HIMSELF TO EGYPT. ACCORDINGLY, SOSIUS SENT TWO LEGIONS BEFORE INTO JUDEA TO THE ASSISTANCE OF HEROD, AND HE FOLLOWED HIMSELF WITH THE BODY OF THE ARMY. 
10. NOW JOSEPH WAS ALREADY SLAIN IN JUDEA, IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING: HE FORGOT WHAT CHARGE HIS BROTHER HEROD HAD GIVEN HIM WHEN HE WENT TO ANTONY; AND WHEN HE HAD PITCHED HIS CAMP AMONG THE MOUNTAINS, FOR MACHERAS HAD LENT HIM FIVE REGIMENTS, WITH THESE HE WENT HASTILY TO JERICHO, IN :ORDER TO REAP THE CORN THERETO BELONGING; AND AS THE ROMAN REGIMENTS WERE BUT NEWLY RAISED, AND WERE UNSKILLFUL IN WAR, FOR THEY WERE IN GREAT PART COLLECTED OUT OF SYRIA, HE WAS ATTACKED BY THE ENEMY, AND CAUGHT IN THOSE PLACES OF DIFFICULTY, AND WAS HIMSELF SLAIN, AS HE WAS FIGHTING BRAVELY, AND THE WHOLE ARMY WAS LOST, FOR THERE WERE SIX REGIMENTS SLAIN. SO, WHEN ANTIGONUS HAD GOT POSSESSION OF THE DEAD BODIES, HE CUT OFF JOSEPH'S HEAD, ALTHOUGH PHERORAS HIS BROTHER WOULD HAVE REDEEMED IT AT THE PRICE OF FIFTY TALENTS. AFTER WHICH DEFEAT, THE GALILEANS REVOLTED FROM THEIR COMMANDERS, AND TOOK THOSE OF HEROD'S PARTY, AND DROWNED THEM IN THE LAKE, AND A GREAT PART OF JUDEA WAS BECOME SEDITIOUS; BUT MACHERAS FORTIFIED THE PLACE GITTA [IN SAMARIA]. 
11. AT THIS TIME MESSENGERS CAME TO HEROD, AND INFORMED HIM OF WHAT HAD BEEN DONE; AND WHEN HE WAS COME TO DAPHNE BY ANTIOCH, THEY TOLD HIM OF THE ILL FORTUNE THAT HAD BEFALLEN HIS BROTHER; WHICH YET HE EXPECTED, FROM CERTAIN VISIONS THAT APPEARED TO HIM IN HIS DREAMS, WHICH CLEARLY FORESHOWED HIS BROTHER'S DEATH. SO, HE HASTENED HIS MARCH; AND WHEN HE CAME TO MOUNT LIBANUS, HE RECEIVED ABOUT EIGHT HUNDRED OF THE MEN OF THAT PLACE, HAVING ALREADY WITH HIM ALSO ONE ROMAN LEGION, AND WITH THESE HE CAME TO PTOLEMAIS. HE ALSO MARCHED THENCE BY NIGHT WITH HIS ARMY, AND PROCEEDED ALONG GALILEE. HERE IT WAS THAT THE ENEMY MET HIM, AND FOUGHT HIM, AND WERE BEATEN, AND SHUT UP IN THE SAME PLACE OF STRENGTH WHENCE THEY HAD SALLIED OUT THE DAY BEFORE. SO, HE ATTACKED THE PLACE IN THE MORNING; BUT BY REASON OF A GREAT STORM THAT WAS THEN VERY VIOLENT, HE WAS ABLE TO DO NOTHING, BUT DREW OFF HIS ARMY INTO THE NEIGHBORING VILLAGES; YET AS SOON AS THE OTHER LEGION THAT ANTONY SENT HIM WAS COME TO HIS ASSISTANCE, THOSE THAT WERE IN GARRISON IN THE PLACE WERE AFRAID, AND DESERTED IT IN THE NIGHT TIME. THEN DID THE KING MARCH HASTILY TO JERICHO, INTENDING TO AVENGE HIMSELF ON THE ENEMY FOR THE SLAUGHTER OF HIS BROTHER; AND WHEN HE HAD PITCHED HIS TENTS, HE MADE A FEAST FOR THE PRINCIPAL COMMANDERS; AND AFTER THIS COLLATION WAS OVER, AND HE HAD DISMISSED HIS GUESTS, HE RETIRED TO HIS OWN CHAMBER; AND HERE MAY ONE SEE WHAT KINDNESS GOD HAD FOR THE KING, FOR THE UPPER PART OF THE HOUSE FELL DOWN WHEN NOBODY WAS IN IT, AND SO KILLED NONE, INSOMUCH THAT ALL THE PEOPLE BELIEVED THAT HEROD WAS BELOVED OF GOD, SINCE HE HAD ESCAPED SUCH A GREAT AND SURPRISING DANGER. 
12. BUT THE NEXT DAY SIX THOUSAND OF THE ENEMY CAME DOWN FROM THE TOPS OF THE MOUNTAINS TO FIGHT THE ROMANS, WHICH GREATLY TERRIFIED THEM; AND THE SOLDIERS THAT WERE IN LIGHT ARMOR CAME NEAR, AND PELTED THE KING'S GUARDS THAT WERE COME OUT WITH DARTS AND STONES, AND ONE OF THEM HIT HIM ON THE SIDE WITH A DART. ANTIGONUS ALSO SENT A COMMANDER AGAINST SAMARIA, WHOSE NAME WAS PAPPUS, WITH SOME FORCES, BEING DESIROUS TO SHOW THE ENEMY HOW POTENT HE WAS, AND THAT HE HAD MEN TO SPARE IN HIS WAR WITH THEM. HE SAT DOWN TO OPPOSE MACHERAS; BUT HEROD, WHEN HE HAD TAKEN FIVE CITIES, TOOK SUCH AS WERE LEFT IN THEM, BEING ABOUT TWO THOUSAND, AND SLEW THEM, AND BURNT THE CITIES THEMSELVES, AND THEN RETURNED TO GO AGAINST PAPPUS, WHO WAS ENCAMPED AT A VILLAGE CALLED ISANAS; AND THERE RAN IN TO HIM MANY OUT OF JERICHO AND JUDEA, NEAR TO WHICH PLACES HE WAS, AND THE ENEMY FELL UPON HIS MEN, SO STOUT WERE THEY AT THIS TIME, AND JOINED BATTLE WITH THEM, BUT HE BEAT THEM IN THE FIGHT; AND IN ORDER TO BE REVENGED ON THEM FOR THE SLAUGHTER OF HIS BROTHER, HE PURSUED THEM SHARPLY, AND KILLED THEM AS THEY RAN AWAY; AND AS THE HOUSES WERE FULL OF ARMED MEN, AND MANY OF THEM RAN AS FAR AS THE TOPS OF THE HOUSES, HE GOT THEM UNDER HIS POWER, AND PULLED DOWN THE ROOFS OF THE HOUSES, AND SAW THE LOWER ROOMS FULL OF SOLDIERS THAT WERE CAUGHT, AND LAY ALL ON A HEAP; SO THEY THREW STONES DOWN UPON THEM AS THEY LAY PILED ONE UPON ANOTHER, AND THEREBY KILLED THEM; NOR WAS THERE A MORE FRIGHTFUL SPECTACLE IN ALL THE WAR THAN THIS, WHERE BEYOND THE WALLS AN IMMENSE MULTITUDE OF DEAD MEN LAY HEAPED ONE UPON ANOTHER. THIS ACTION IT WAS WHICH CHIEFLY BRAKE THE SPIRITS OF THE ENEMY, WHO EXPECTED NOW WHAT WOULD COME; FOR THERE APPEARED A MIGHTY NUMBER OF PEOPLE THAT CAME FROM PLACES FAR DISTANT, THAT WERE NOW ABOUT THE VILLAGE, BUT THEN RAN AWAY; AND HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE DEPTH OF WINTER, WHICH THEN RESTRAINED THEM, THE KING'S ARMY HAD PRESENTLY GONE TO JERUSALEM, AS BEING VERY COURAGEOUS AT THIS GOOD SUCCESS, AND THE WHOLE WORK HAD BEEN DONE IMMEDIATELY; FOR ANTIGONUS WAS ALREADY LOOKING ABOUT HOW HE MIGHT FLY AWAY AND LEAVE THE CITY. 
13. AT THIS TIME THE KING GAVE ORDER THAT THE SOLDIERS SHOULD GO TO SUPPER, FOR IT WAS LATE AT NIGHT, WHILE HE WENT INTO A CHAMBER TO USE THE BATH, FOR HE WAS VERY WEARY; AND HERE IT WAS THAT HE WAS IN THE GREATEST DANGER, WHICH YET, BY GOD'S PROVIDENCE, HE ESCAPED; FOR AS HE WAS NAKED, AND HAD BUT ONE SERVANT THAT FOLLOWED HIM, TO BE WITH HIM WHILE HE WAS BATHING IN AN INNER ROOM, CERTAIN OF THE ENEMY, WHO WERE IN THEIR ARMOR, AND HAD FLED THITHER, OUT OF FEAR, WERE THEN IN THE PLACE; AND AS HE WAS BATHING, THE FIRST OF THEM CAME OUT WITH HIS NAKED SWORD DRAWN, AND WENT OUT AT THE DOORS, AND AFTER HIM A SECOND, AND A THIRD, ARMED IN LIKE MANNER, AND WERE UNDER SUCH A CONSTERNATION, THAT THEY DID NO HURT TO THE KING, AND THOUGHT THEMSELVES TO HAVE COME OFF VERY WELL ILL SUFFERING NO HARM THEMSELVES IN THEIR GETTING OUT OF THE HOUSE. HOWEVER, ON THE NEXT DAY, HE CUT OFF THE HEAD OF PAPPUS, FOR HE WAS ALREADY SLAIN, AND SENT IT TO PHERORAS, AS A PUNISHMENT OF WHAT THEIR BROTHER HAD SUFFERED BY HIS MEANS, FOR HE WAS THE MAN THAT SLEW HIM WITH HIS OWN HAND. 
14. WHEN THE RIGOR OF WINTER WAS OVER, HEROD REMOVED HIS ARMY, AND CAME NEAR TO JERUSALEM, AND PITCHED HIS CAMP HARD BY THE CITY. NOW THIS WAS THE THIRD YEAR SINCE HE HAD BEEN MADE KING AT ROME; AND AS HE REMOVED HIS CAMP, AND CAME NEAR THAT PART OF THE WALL WHERE IT COULD BE MOST EASILY ASSAULTED, HE PITCHED THAT CAMP BEFORE THE TEMPLE, INTENDING TO MAKE HIS ATTACKS IN THE SAME MANNER AS DID POMPEY. SO HE ENCOMPASSED THE PLACE WITH THREE BULWARKS, AND ERECTED TOWERS, AND EMPLOYED A GREAT MANY HANDS ABOUT THE WORK, AND CUT DOWN THE TREES THAT WERE ROUND ABOUT THE CITY; AND WHEN HE HAD APPOINTED PROPER PERSONS TO OVERSEE THE WORKS, EVEN WHILE THE ARMY LAY BEFORE THE CITY, HE HIMSELF WENT TO SAMARIA, TO COMPLETE HIS MARRIAGE, AND TO TAKE TO WIFE THE DAUGHTER OF ALEXANDER, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS; FOR HE HAD BETROTHED HER ALREADY, AS I HAVE BEFORE RELATED.
CHAPTER 16. HOW HEROD, WHEN HE HAD MARRIED MARIAMNE TOOK JERUSALEM WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF SOSIUS BY FORCE; AND HOW THE GOVERNMENT OF HE ASAMONEANS WAS PUT AN END TO. 
1. AFTER THE WEDDING WAS OVER, CAME SOSIUS THROUGH PHOENICIA, HAVING SENT OUT HIS ARMY BEFORE HIM OVER THE MIDLAND PARTS. HE ALSO, WHO WAS THEIR COMMANDER, CAME HIMSELF, WITH A GREAT NUMBER OF HORSEMEN AND FOOTMEN. THE KING ALSO CAME HIMSELF FROM SAMARIA, AND BROUGHT WITH HIM NO SMALL ARMY, BESIDES THAT WHICH WAS THERE BEFORE, FOR THEY WERE ABOUT THIRTY THOUSAND; AND THEY ALL MET TOGETHER AT THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM, AND ENCAMPED AT THE NORTH WALL OF THE CITY, BEING NOW AN ARMY OF ELEVEN LEGIONS, ARMED MEN ON FOOT, AND SIX THOUSAND HORSEMEN, WITH OTHER AUXILIARIES OUT OF SYRIA. THE GENERALS WERE TWO: SOSIUS, SENT BY ANTONY TO ASSIST HEROD, AND HEROD ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT, IN ORDER TO TAKE THE GOVERNMENT FROM ANTIGONUS, WHO WAS DECLARED ALL ENEMY AT ROME, AND THAT HE MIGHT HIMSELF BE KING, ACCORDING TO THE DECREE OF THE SENATE. 
2. NOW THE JEWS THAT WERE ENCLOSED WITHIN THE WALLS OF THE CITY FOUGHT AGAINST HEROD WITH GREAT ALACRITY AND ZEAL (FOR THE WHOLE NATION WAS GATHERED TOGETHER); THEY ALSO GAVE OUT MANY PROPHECIES ABOUT THE TEMPLE, AND MANY THINGS AGREEABLE TO THE PEOPLE, AS IF GOD WOULD DELIVER THEM OUT OF THE DANGERS THEY WERE IN; THEY HAD ALSO CARRIED OFF WHAT WAS OUT OF THE CITY, THAT THEY MIGHT NOT LEAVE ANY THING TO AFFORD SUSTENANCE EITHER FOR MEN OR FOR BEASTS; AND BY PRIVATE ROBBERIES THEY MADE THE WANT OF NECESSARIES GREATER. WHEN HEROD UNDERSTOOD THIS, HE OPPOSED AMBUSHES IN THE FITTEST PLACES AGAINST THEIR PRIVATE ROBBERIES, AND HE SENT LEGIONS OF ARMED MEN TO BRING ITS PROVISIONS, AND THAT FROM REMOTE PLACES, SO THAT IN A LITTLE TIME THEY HAD GREAT PLENTY OF PROVISIONS. NOW THE THREE BULWARKS WERE EASILY ERECTED, BECAUSE SO MANY HANDS WERE CONTINUALLY AT WORK UPON IT; FOR IT WAS SUMMER TIME, AND THERE WAS NOTHING TO HINDER THEM IN RAISING THEIR WORKS, NEITHER FROM THE AIR NOR FROM THE WORKMEN; SO THEY BROUGHT THEIR ENGINES TO BEAR, AND SHOOK THE WALLS OF THE CITY, AND TRIED ALL MANNER OF WAYS TO GET ITS; YET DID NOT THOSE WITHIN DISCOVER ANY FEAR, BUT THEY ALSO CONTRIVED NOT A FEW ENGINES TO OPPOSE THEIR ENGINES WITHAL. THEY ALSO SALLIED OUT, AND BURNT NOT ONLY THOSE ENGINES THAT WERE NOT YET PERFECTED, BUT THOSE THAT WERE; AND WHEN THEY CAME HAND TO HAND, THEIR ATTEMPTS WERE NOT LESS BOLD THAN THOSE OF THE ROMANS, THOUGH THEY WERE BEHIND THEM IN SKILL. THEY ALSO ERECTED NEW WORKS WHEN THE FORMER, WERE RUINED, AND MAKING MINES UNDERGROUND, THEY MET EACH OTHER, AND FOUGHT THERE; AND MAKING USE OF BRUTISH COURAGE RATHER THAN OF PRUDENT VALOR, THEY PERSISTED IN THIS WAR TO THE VERY LAST; AND THIS THEY DID WHILE A MIGHTY ARMY LAY ROUND ABOUT THEM, AND WHILE THEY WERE DISTRESSED BY FAMINE AND THE WANT OF NECESSARIES, FOR THIS HAPPENED TO BE A SABBATIC YEAR. THE FIRST THAT SCALED THE WALLS WERE TWENTY CHOSEN MEN, THE NEXT WERE SOSIUS'S CENTURIONS; FOR THE FIRST WALL WAS TAKEN IN FORTY DAYS, AND THE SECOND IN FIFTEEN MORE, WHEN SOME OF THE CLOISTERS THAT WERE ABOUT THE TEMPLE WERE BURNT, WHICH HEROD GAVE OUT TO HAVE BEEN BURNT BY ANTIGONUS, IN ORDER TO EXPOSE HIM TO THE HATRED OF THE JEWS. AND WHEN THE OUTER COURT OF THE TEMPLE AND THE LOWER CITY WERE TAKEN, THE JEWS FLED INTO THE INNER COURT OF THE TEMPLE, AND INTO THE UPPER CITY; BUT NOW FEARING LEST THE ROMANS SHOULD HINDER THEM FROM OFFERING THEIR DAILY SACRIFICES TO GOD, THEY SENT AN EMBASSAGE, AND DESIRED THAT THEY WOULD ONLY PERMIT THEM TO BRING IN BEASTS FOR SACRIFICES, WHICH HEROD GRANTED, HOPING THEY WERE GOING TO YIELD; BUT WHEN HE SAW THAT THEY DID NOTHING OF WHAT HE SUPPOSED, BUT BITTERLY OPPOSED HIM, IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE KINGDOM TO ANTIGONUS, HE MADE AN ASSAULT UPON THE CITY, AND TOOK IT BY STORM; AND NOW ALL PARTS WERE FULL OF THOSE THAT WERE SLAIN, BY THE RAGE OF THE ROMANS AT THE LONG DURATION OF THE SIEGE, AND BY THE ZEAL OF THE JEWS THAT WERE ON HEROD'S SIDE, WHO WERE NOT WILLING TO LEAVE ONE OF THEIR ADVERSARIES ALIVE; SO THEY WERE MURDERED CONTINUALLY IN THE NARROW STREETS AND IN THE HOUSES BY CROWDS, AND AS THEY WERE FLYING TO THE TEMPLE FOR SHELTER, AND THERE WAS NO PITY TAKEN OF EITHER INFANTS OR THE AGED, NOR DID THEY SPARE SO MUCH AS THE WEAKER SEX; NAY, ALTHOUGH THE KING SENT ABOUT, AND BESOUGHT THEM TO SPARE THE PEOPLE, YET NOBODY RESTRAINED THEIR HAND FROM SLAUGHTER, BUT, AS IF THEY WERE A COMPANY OF MADMEN, THEY FELL UPON PERSONS OF ALL AGES, WITHOUT DISTINCTION; AND THEN ANTIGONUS, WITHOUT REGARD TO EITHER HIS PAST OR PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, CAME DOWN FROM THE CITADEL, AND FELL DOWN AT THE FEET OF SOSIUS, WHO TOOK NO PITY OF HIM, IN THE CHANGE OF HIS FORTUNE, BUT INSULTED HIM BEYOND MEASURE, AND CALLED HIM ANTIGONE [I.E. A WOMAN, AND NOT A MAN;] YET DID HE NOT TREAT HIM AS IF HE WERE A WOMAN, BY LETTING HIM GO AT LIBERTY, BUT PUT HIM INTO BONDS, AND KEPT HIM IN CLOSE CUSTODY. 
3. AND NOW HEROD HAVING OVERCOME HIS ENEMIES, HIS CARE WAS TO GOVERN THOSE FOREIGNERS WHO HAD BEEN HIS ASSISTANTS, FOR THE CROWD OF STRANGERS RUSHED TO SEE THE TEMPLE, AND THE SACRED THINGS IN THE TEMPLE; BUT THE KING, THINKING A VICTORY TO BE A MORE SEVERE AFFLICTION THAN A DEFEAT, IF ANY OF THOSE THINGS WHICH IT WAS NOT LAWFUL TO SEE SHOULD BE SEEN BY THEM, USED ENTREATIES AND THREATENING’S, AND EVEN SOMETIMES FORCE ITSELF, TO RESTRAIN THEM. HE ALSO PROHIBITED THE RAVAGE THAT WAS MADE IN THE CITY, AND MANY TIMES ASKED SOSIUS WHETHER THE ROMANS WOULD EMPTY THE CITY BOTH OF MONEY AND MEN, AND LEAVE HIM KING OF A DESERT; AND TOLD HIM THAT HE ESTEEMED THE DOMINION OVER THE WHOLE HABITABLE EARTH AS BY NO MEANS AN EQUIVALENT SATISFACTION FOR SUCH A MURDER OF HIS CITIZENS'; AND WHEN HE SAID THAT THIS PLUNDER WAS JUSTLY TO BE PERMITTED THE SOLDIERS FOR THE SIEGE THEY HAD UNDERGONE, HE REPLIED, THAT HE WOULD GIVE EVERY ONE THEIR REWARD OUT OF HIS OWN MONEY; AND BY THIS MEANS BE REDEEMED WHAT REMAINED OF THE CITY FROM DESTRUCTION; AND HE PERFORMED WHAT HE HAD PROMISED HIM, FOR HE GAVE A NOBLE PRESENT TO EVERY SOLDIER, AND A PROPORTIONABLE PRESENT TO THEIR COMMANDERS, BUT A MOST ROYAL PRESENT TO SOSIUS HIMSELF, TILL THEY ALL WENT AWAY FULL OF MONEY. 
4. THIS DESTRUCTION BEFELL THE CITY OF JERUSALEM WHEN MARCUS AGRIPPA AND CANINIUS GALLUS WERE CONSULS OF ROME ON THE HUNDRED EIGHTY AND FIFTH OLYMPIAD, ON THE THIRD MONTH, ON THE SOLEMNITY OF THE FAST, AS IF A PERIODICAL REVOLUTION OF CALAMITIES HAD RETURNED SINCE THAT WHICH BEFELL THE JEWS UNDER POMPEY; FOR THE JEWS WERE TAKEN BY HIM ON THE SAME DAY, AND THIS WAS AFTER TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS' TIME. SO WHEN SOSIUS HAD DEDICATED A CROWN OF GOLD TO GOD, HE MARCHED AWAY FROM JERUSALEM, AND CARRIED ANTIGONUS WITH HIM IN BONDS TO ANTONY; BUT HEROD WAS AFRAID LEST ANTIGONUS SHOULD BE KEPT IN PRISON [ONLY] BY ANTONY, AND THAT WHEN HE WAS CARRIED TO ROME BY HIM, HE MIGHT GET HIS CAUSE TO BE HEARD BY THE SENATE, AND MIGHT DEMONSTRATE, AS HE WAS HIMSELF OF THE ROYAL BLOOD, AND HEROD BUT A PRIVATE MAN, THAT THEREFORE IT BELONGED TO HIS SONS HOWEVER TO HAVE THE KINGDOM, ON ACCOUNT OF THE FAMILY THEY WERE OF, IN CASE HE HAD HIMSELF OFFENDED THE ROMANS BY WHAT HE HAD DONE. OUT OF HEROD'S FEAR OF THIS IT WAS THAT HE, BY GIVING ANTONY A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY, ENDEAVORED TO PERSUADE HIM TO HAVE ANTIGONUS SLAIN, WHICH IF IT WERE ONCE DONE, HE SHOULD BE FREE FROM THAT FEAR. AND THUS, DID THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ASAMONEANS CEASE, A HUNDRED TWENTY AND SIX YEARS AFTER IT WAS FIRST SET UP. THIS FAMILY WAS A SPLENDID AND AN ILLUSTRIOUS ONE, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF THE NOBILITY OF THEIR STOCK, AND OF THE DIGNITY OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AS ALSO FOR THE GLORIOUS ACTIONS THEIR ANCESTORS HAD PERFORMED FOR OUR NATION; BUT THESE MEN LOST THE GOVERNMENT BY THEIR DISSENSIONS ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND IT CAME TO HEROD, THE SON OF ANTIPATER, WHO WAS OF NO MORE THAN A VULGAR FAMILY, AND OF NO EMINENT EXTRACTION, BUT ONE THAT WAS SUBJECT TO OTHER KINGS. AND THIS IS WHAT HISTORY TELLS US WAS THE END OF THE ASAMONEAN FAMILY.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK XV
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF EIGHTEEN YEARS FROM THE DEATH OF ANTIGONUS TO THE FINISHING OF THE TEMPLE BY HEROD
CHAPTER 1. CONCERNING POLLIO AND SAMEAS. HEROD SLAYS THE PRINCIPAL OF ANTIGONUS'S FRIENDS, AND SPOILS THE CITY OF ITS WEALTH. ANTONY BEHEADS ANTIGONUS. 
1. HOW SOSIUS AND HEROD TOOK JERUSALEM BY FORCE; AND BESIDES THAT, HOW THEY TOOK ANTIGONUS CAPTIVE, HAS BEEN RELATED BY US IN THE FOREGOING BOOK. WE WILL NOW PROCEED IN THE NARRATION. AND SINCE HEROD HAD NOW THE GOVERNMENT OF ALL JUDEA PUT INTO HIS HANDS, HE PROMOTED SUCH OF THE PRIVATE MEN IN THE CITY AS HAD BEEN OF HIS PARTY, BUT NEVER LEFT OFF AVENGING AND PUNISHING EVERY DAY THOSE THAT HAD CHOSEN TO BE OF THE PARTY OF HIS ENEMIES. BUT POLLIO THE PHARISEE, AND SAMEAS, A DISCIPLE OF HIS, WERE HONORED BY HIM ABOVE ALL THE REST; FOR WHEN JERUSALEM WAS BESIEGED, THEY ADVISED THE CITIZENS TO RECEIVE HEROD, FOR WHICH ADVICE THEY WERE WELL REQUITED. BUT THIS POLLIO, AT THE TIME WHEN HEROD WAS ONCE UPON HIS TRIAL OF LIFE AND DEATH, FORETOLD, IN WAY OF REPROACH, TO HYRCANUS AND THE OTHER JUDGES, HOW THIS HEROD, WHOM THEY SUFFERED NOW TO ESCAPE, WOULD AFTERWARD INFLICT PUNISHMENT ON THEM ALL; WHICH HAD ITS COMPLETION IN TIME, WHILE GOD FULFILLED THE WORDS HE HAD SPOKEN. 
2. AT THIS TIME HEROD, NOW HE HAD GOT JERUSALEM UNDER HIS POWER, CARRIED OFF ALL THE ROYAL ORNAMENTS, AND SPOILED THE WEALTHY MEN OF WHAT THEY HAD GOTTEN; AND WHEN, BY THESE MEANS, HE HAD HEAPED TOGETHER A GREAT QUANTITY OF SILVER AND GOLD, HE GAVE IT ALL TO ANTONY, AND HIS FRIENDS THAT WERE ABOUT HIM. HE ALSO SLEW FORTY-FIVE OF THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF ANTIGONUS'S PARTY, AND SET GUARDS AT THE GATES OF THE CITY, THAT NOTHING MIGHT BE CARRIED OUT TOGETHER WITH THEIR DEAD BODIES. THEY ALSO SEARCHED THE DEAD, AND WHATSOEVER WAS FOUND, EITHER OF SILVER OR GOLD, OR OTHER TREASURE, IT WAS CARRIED TO THE KING; NOR WAS THERE ANY END OF THE MISERIES HE BROUGHT UPON THEM; AND THIS DISTRESS WAS IN PART OCCASIONED BY THE COVETOUSNESS OF THE PRINCE REGENT, WHO WAS STILL IN WANT OF MORE, AND IN PART BY THE SABBATIC YEAR, WHICH WAS STILL GOING ON, AND FORCED THE COUNTRY TO LIE STILL UNCULTIVATED, SINCE WE ARE FORBIDDEN TO SOW OUR LAND IN THAT YEAR. NOW WHEN ANTONY HAD RECEIVED ANTIGONUS AS HIS CAPTIVE, HE DETERMINED TO KEEP HIM AGAINST HIS TRIUMPH; BUT WHEN HE HEARD THAT THE NATION GREW SEDITIOUS, AND THAT, OUT OF THEIR HATRED TO HEROD, THEY CONTINUED TO BEAR GOOD-WILL TO ANTIGONUS, HE RESOLVED TO BEHEAD HIM AT ANTIOCH, FOR OTHERWISE THE JEWS COULD NO WAY BE BROUGHT TO BE QUIET. AND STRABO OF CAPPADOCIA ATTESTS TO WHAT I HAVE SAID, WHEN HE THUS SPEAKS: "ANTONY ORDERED ANTIGONUS THE JEW TO BE BROUGHT TO ANTIOCH, AND THERE TO BE BEHEADED. AND THIS ANTONY SEEMS TO ME TO HAVE BEEN THE VERY FIRST MAN WHO BEHEADED A KING, AS SUPPOSING HE COULD NO OTHER WAY BEND THE MINDS OF THE JEWS SO AS TO RECEIVE HEROD, WHOM HE HAD MADE KING IN HIS STEAD; FOR BY NO TORMENTS COULD THEY HE FORCED TO CALL HIM KING, SO GREAT A FONDNESS THEY HAD FOR THEIR FORMER KING; SO HE THOUGHT THAT THIS DISHONORABLE DEATH WOULD DIMINISH THE VALUE THEY HAD FOR ANTIGONUS'S MEMORY, AND AT THE SAME TIME WOULD DIMINISH THE HATRED THEY BARE TO HEROD." THUS FAR STRABO. 
CHAPTER 2. HOW HYRCANUS WAS SET AT LIBERTY BY THE PARTHIANS, AND RETURNED TO HEROD; AND WHAT ALEXANDRA DID WHEN SHE HEARD THAT ANANELUS WAS MADE HIGH PRIEST. 
1. NOW AFTER HEROD WAS IN POSSESSION OF THE KINGDOM, HYRCANUS THE HIGH PRIEST, WHO WAS THEN A CAPTIVE AMONG THE PARTHIANS, CAME TO HIM AGAIN, AND WAS SET FREE FROM HIS CAPTIVITY, IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING: BARZAPHARNES AND PACORUS, THE GENERALS OF THE PARTHIANS, TOOK HYREANUS, WHO WAS FIRST MADE HIGH PRIEST AND AFTERWARD KING, AND HEROD'S BROTHER, PHASAELUS CAPTIVES, AND WERE THEM AWAY INTO PARTHIS. PHASAELUS INDEED COULD NOT BEAR THE REPROACH OF BEING IN BONDS; AND THINKING THAT DEATH WITH GLORY WAS BETTER THAN ANY LIFE WHATSOEVER, HE BECAME HIS OWN EXECUTIONER, AS I HAVE FORMERLY RELATED. 
2. BUT WHEN HYRCANUS WAS BROUGHT INTO PARTHIA THE KING PHRAATES TREATED HIM AFTER A VERY GENTLE MANNER, AS HAVING ALREADY LEARNED OF WHAT AN ILLUSTRIOUS FAMILY HE WAS; ON WHICH ACCOUNT HE SET HIM FREE FROM HIS BONDS, AND GAVE HIM A HABITATION AT BABYLON, WHERE THERE WERE JEWS IN GREAT NUMBERS. THESE JEWS HONORED HYRCANUS AS THEIR HIGH PRIEST AND KING, AS DID ALL THE JEWISH NATION THAT DWELT AS FAR AS EUPHRATES; WHICH RESPECT WAS VERY MUCH TO HIS SATISFACTION. BUT WHEN HE WAS INFORMED THAT HEROD HAD RECEIVED THE KINGDOM, NEW HOPES CAME UPON HIM, AS HAVING BEEN HIMSELF STILL OF A KIND DISPOSITION TOWARDS HIM, AND EXPECTING THAT HEROD WOULD BEAR IN MIND WHAT FAVOR BE HAD RECEIVED FROM HIM; AND WHEN HE WAS UPON HIS TRIAL, AND WHEN HE WAS IN DANGER THAT A CAPITAL SENTENCE WOULD BE PRONOUNCED AGAINST HIM, HE DELIVERED HIM FROM THAT DANGER, AND FROM ALL PUNISHMENT. ACCORDINGLY, HE TALKED OF THAT MATTER WITH THE JEW THAT CAME OFTEN TO HIM WITH GREAT AFFECTION; BUT THEY ENDEAVORED TO RETAIN HIM AMONG THEM, AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD STAY WITH THEM, PUTTING HIM IN MIND OF THE KIND OFFICES AND HONORS THEY DID HIM, AND THAT THOSE HONORS THEY PAID HIM WERE NOT AT ALL INFERIOR TO WHAT THEY COULD PAY TO EITHER THEIR HIGH PRIESTS OR THEIR KINGS; AND WHAT WAS A GREATER MOTIVE TO DETERMINE HIM, THEY SAID, WAS THIS, THAT HE COULD NOT HAVE THOSE DIGNITIES [IN JUDEA] BECAUSE OF THAT MAIM IN HIS BODY, WHICH HAD BEEN INFLICTED ON HIM BY ANTIGONUS; AND THAT KINGS DO NOT USE TO REQUITE MEN FOR THOSE KINDNESSES WHICH THEY RECEIVED WHEN THEY WERE PRIVATE PERSONS, THE HEIGHT OF THEIR FORTUNE MAKING USUALLY NO SMALL CHANGES IN THEM. 
3. NOW ALTHOUGH THEY SUGGESTED THESE ARGUMENTS TO HIM FOR HIS OWN ADVANTAGE, YET DID HYRCANUS STILL DESIRE TO DEPART. HEROD ALSO WROTE TO HIM, AND PERSUADED HIM TO DESIRE OF PHRAATES, AND THE JEWS THAT WERE THERE, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT GRUDGE HIM THE ROYAL AUTHORITY, WHICH HE SHOULD HAVE JOINTLY WITH HIMSELF, FOR THAT NOW WAS THE PROPER TIME FOR HIMSELF TO MAKE HIM AMENDS FOR THE FAVORS HE HAD RECEIVED FROM HIM, AS HAVING BEEN BROUGHT UP BY HIM, AND SAVED BY HIM ALSO, AS WELL AS FOR HYRCANUS TO RECEIVE IT. AND AS HE WROTE THUS TO HYRCANUS, SO DID HE SEND ALSO SARAMALLAS, HIS AMBASSADOR, TO PHRAATES, AND MANY PRESENTS WITH HIM, AND DESIRED HIM IN THE MOST OBLIGING WAY THAT HE WOULD BE NO HINDERANCE TO HIS GRATITUDE TOWARDS HIS BENEFACTOR. BUT THIS ZEAL OF HEROD'S DID NOT FLOW FROM THAT PRINCIPLE, BUT BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN MADE GOVERNOR OF THAT COUNTRY WITHOUT HAVING ANY JUST CLAIM TO IT, HE WAS AFRAID, AND THAT UPON REASONS GOOD ENOUGH, OF A CHANGE IN HIS CONDITION, AND SO MADE WHAT HASTE HE COULD TO GET HYRCANUS INTO HIS POWER, OR INDEED TO PUT HIM QUITE OUT OF THE WAY; WHICH LAST THING HE COMPASSED AFTERWARD. 
4. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN HYRCANUS CAME, FULL OF ASSURANCE, BY THE PERMISSION OF THE KING OF PARTHIA, AND AT THE EXPENSE OF THE JEWS, WHO SUPPLIED HIM WITH MONEY, HEROD RECEIVED HIM WITH ALL POSSIBLE RESPECT, AND GAVE HIM THE UPPER PLACE AT PUBLIC MEETINGS, AND SET HIM ABOVE ALL THE REST AT FEASTS, AND THEREBY DECEIVED HIM. HE CALLED HIM HIS FATHER, AND ENDEAVORED, BY ALL THE WAYS POSSIBLE, THAT HE MIGHT HAVE NO SUSPICION OF ANY TREACHEROUS DESIGN AGAINST HIM. HE ALSO DID OTHER THINGS, IN ORDER TO SECURE HIS GOVERNMENT, WHICH YET OCCASIONED A SEDITION IN HIS OWN FAMILY; FOR BEING CAUTIOUS HOW HE MADE ANY ILLUSTRIOUS PERSON THE HIGH PRIEST OF GOD, HE SENT FOR AN OBSCURE PRIEST OUT OF BABYLON, WHOSE NAME WAS ANANELUS, AND BESTOWED THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD UPON HIM. 
5. HOWEVER, ALEXANDRA, THE DAUGHTER OF HYRCANUS, AND WIFE OF ALEXANDER, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS THE KING, WHO HAD ALSO BROUGHT ALEXANDER [TWO] CHILDREN, COULD NOT BEAR THIS INDIGNITY. NOW THIS SON WAS ONE OF THE GREATEST COMELINESS, AND WAS CALLED ARISTOBULUS; AND THE DAUGHTER, MARIAMNE, WAS MARRIED TO HEROD, AND EMINENT FOR HER BEAUTY ALSO. THIS ALEXANDRA WAS MUCH DISTURBED, AND TOOK THIS INDIGNITY OFFERED TO HER SON EXCEEDING ILL, THAT WHILE BE WAS ALIVE, ANY ONE ELSE SHOULD BE SENT FOR TO HAVE THE DIGNITY OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD CONFERRED UPON HIM. ACCORDINGLY, SHE WROTE TO CLEOPATRA (A MUSICIAN ASSISTING HER IN TAKING CARE TO HAVE HER LETTERS CARRIED) TO DESIRE HER INTERCESSION WITH ANTONY, IN ORDER TO GAIN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD FOR HER SON. 
6. BUT AS ANTONY WAS SLOW IN GRANTING THIS REQUEST, HIS FRIEND DELLIUS CAME INTO JUDEA UPON SOME AFFAIRS; AND WHEN HE SAW ARISTOBULUS, HE STOOD IN ADMIRATION AT THE TALLNESS AND HANDSOMENESS OF THE CHILD, AND NO LESS AT MARIARUNE, THE KING'S WIFE, AND WAS OPEN IN HIS COMMENDATIONS OF ALEXANDRA, AS THE MOTHER OF MOST BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN. AND WHEN SHE CAME TO DISCOURSE WITH HIM, HE PERSUADED HER TO GET PICTURES DRAWN OF THEM BOTH, AND TO SEND THEM TO ANTONY, FOR THAT WHEN HE SAW THEM, HE WOULD DENY HER NOTHING THAT SHE SHOULD ASK. ACCORDINGLY, ALEXANDRA WAS ELEVATED WITH THESE WORDS OF HIS, AND SENT THE PICTURES TO ANTONY. DELLIUS ALSO TALKED EXTRAVAGANTLY, AND SAID THAT THESE CHILDREN SEEMED NOT DERIVED FROM MEN, BUT FROM SOME GOD OR OTHER. HIS DESIGN IN DOING SO WAS TO ENTICE ANTONY INTO LEWD PLEASURES WITH THEM, WHO WAS ASHAMED TO SEND FOR THE DAMSEL, AS BEING THE WIFE OF HEROD, AND AVOIDED IT, BECAUSE OF THE REPROACHES HE SHOULD HAVE FROM CLEOPATRA ON THAT ACCOUNT; BUT HE SENT, IN THE MOST DECENT MANNER HE COULD, FOR THE YOUNG MAN; BUT ADDED THIS WITHAL, UNLESS HE THOUGHT IT HARD UPON HIM SO TO DO. WHEN THIS LETTER WAS BROUGHT TO HEROD, HE DID NOT THINK IT SAFE FOR HIM TO SEND ONE SO HANDSOME AS WAS ARISTOBULUS, IN THE PRIME OF HIS LIFE, FOR HE WAS SIXTEEN YEARS OF AGE, AND OF SO NOBLE A FAMILY, AND PARTICULARLY NOT TO ANTONY, THE PRINCIPAL MAN AMONG THE ROMANS, AND ONE THAT WOULD ABUSE HIM IN HIS AMOURS, AND BESIDES, ONE THAT OPENLY INDULGED HIMSELF IN SUCH PLEASURES AS HIS POWER ALLOWED HIM WITHOUT CONTROL. HE THEREFORE WROTE BACK TO HIM, THAT IF THIS BOY SHOULD ONLY GO OUT OF THE COUNTRY, ALL WOULD BE IN A STATE OF WAR AND UPROAR, BECAUSE THE JEWS WERE IN HOPES OF A CHANGE IN THE GOVERNMENT, AND TO HAVE ANOTHER KING OVER THEM. 
7. WHEN HEROD HAD THUS EXCUSED HIMSELF TO ANTONY, HE RESOLVED THAT HE WOULD NOT ENTIRELY PERMIT THE CHILD OR ALEXANDRA TO BE TREATED DISHONORABLY; BUT HIS WIFE MARIAMNE LAY VEHEMENTLY AT HIM TO RESTORE THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD TO HER BROTHER; AND HE JUDGED IT WAS FOR HIS ADVANTAGE SO TO DO, BECAUSE IF HE ONCE HAD THAT DIGNITY, HE COULD NOT GO OUT OF THE COUNTRY. SO HE CALLED HIS FRIENDS TOGETHER, AND TOLD THEM THAT ALEXANDRA PRIVATELY CONSPIRED AGAINST HIS ROYAL AUTHORITY, AND ENDEAVORED, BY THE MEANS OF CLEOPATRA, SO TO BRING IT ABOUT, THAT HE MIGHT BE DEPRIVED OF THE GOVERNMENT, AND THAT BY ANTONY'S MEANS THIS YOUTH MIGHT HAVE THE MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS IN HIS STEAD; AND THAT THIS PROCEDURE OF HERS WAS UNJUST, SINCE SHE WOULD AT THE SAME TIME DEPRIVE HER DAUGHTER OF THE DIGNITY SHE NOW HAD, AND WOULD BRING DISTURBANCES UPON THE KINGDOM, FOR WHICH HE HAD TAKEN A GREAT DEAL OF PAINS, AND HAD GOTTEN IT WITH EXTRAORDINARY HAZARDS; THAT YET, WHILE HE WELL REMEMBERED HER WICKED PRACTICES, HE WOULD NOT LEAVE OFF DOING WHAT WAS RIGHT HIMSELF, BUT WOULD EVEN NOW GIVE THE YOUTH THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD; AND THAT HE FORMERLY SET UP ANANELUS, BECAUSE ARISTOBULUS WAS THEN SO VERY YOUNG A CHILD. NOW WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, NOT AT RANDOM, BUT AS HE THOUGHT WITH THE BEST DISCRETION HE HAD, IN ORDER TO DECEIVE THE WOMEN, AND THOSE FRIENDS WHOM HE HAD TAKEN TO CONSULT WITHAL, ALEXANDRA, OUT OF THE GREAT JOY SHE HAD AT THIS UNEXPECTED PROMISE, AND OUT OF FEAR FROM THE SUSPICIONS SHE LAY UNDER, FELL A WEEPING; AND MADE THE FOLLOWING APOLOGY FOR HERSELF; AND SAID, THAT AS TO THE [HIGH] PRIESTHOOD, SHE WAS VERY MUCH CONCERNED FOR THE DISGRACE HER SON WAS UNDER, AND SO DID HER UTMOST ENDEAVORS TO PROCURE IT FOR HIM; BUT THAT AS TO THE KINGDOM, SHE HAD MADE NO ATTEMPTS, AND THAT IF IT WERE OFFERED HER [FOR HER SON], SHE WOULD NOT ACCEPT IT; AND THAT NOW SHE WOULD BE SATISFIED WITH HER SON'S DIGNITY, WHILE HE HIMSELF HELD THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT, AND SHE HAD THEREBY THE SECURITY THAT AROSE FROM HIS PECULIAR ABILITY IN GOVERNING TO ALL THE REMAINDER OF HER FAMILY; THAT SHE WAS NOW OVERCOME BY HIS BENEFITS, AND THANKFULLY ACCEPTED OF THIS HONOR SHOWED BY HIM TO HER SON, AND THAT SHE WOULD HEREAFTER BE ENTIRELY OBEDIENT. AND SHE DESIRED HIM TO EXCUSE HER, IF THE NOBILITY OF HER FAMILY, AND THAT FREEDOM OF ACTING WHICH SHE THOUGHT THAT ALLOWED HER, HAD MADE HER ACT TOO PRECIPITATELY AND IMPRUDENTLY IN THIS MATTER. SO, WHEN THEY HAD SPOKEN THUS TO ONE ANOTHER, THEY CAME TO AN AGREEMENT, AND ALL SUSPICIONS, SO FAR AS APPEARED, WERE VANISHED AWAY. 
CHAPTER 3. HOW HEROD UPON HIS MAKING ARISTOBULUS HIGH PRIEST TOOK CARE THAT HE SHOULD BE MURDERED IN A LITTLE TIME; AND WHAT APOLOGY HE MADE TO ANTONY ABOUT ARISTOBULUS; AS ALSO CONCERNING JOSEPH AND MARIAMNE. 
1. SO KING HEROD IMMEDIATELY TOOK THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD AWAY FROM ANANELUS, WHO, AS WE SAID BEFORE, WAS NOT OF THIS COUNTRY, BUT ONE OF THOSE JEWS THAT HAD BEEN CARRIED CAPTIVE BEYOND EUPHRATES; FOR THERE WERE NOT A FEW TEN-THOUSANDS OF THIS PEOPLE THAT HAD BEEN CARRIED CAPTIVES, AND DWELT ABOUT BABYLONIA, WHENCE ANANELUS CAME. HE WAS ONE OF THE STOCK OF THE HIGH PRIESTS AND HAD BEEN OF OLD A PARTICULAR FRIEND OF HEROD; AND WHEN HE WAS FIRST MADE KING, HE CONFERRED THAT DIGNITY UPON HIM, AND NOW PUT HIM OUT OF IT AGAIN, IN ORDER TO QUIET THE TROUBLES IN HIS FAMILY, THOUGH WHAT HE DID WAS PLAINLY UNLAWFUL, FOR AT NO OTHER TIME [OF OLD] WAS ANY ONE THAT HAD ONCE BEEN IN THAT DIGNITY DEPRIVED OF IT. IT WAS ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES WHO FIRST BRAKE THAT LAW, AND DEPRIVED JESUS, AND MADE HIS BROTHER ONIAS HIGH PRIEST IN HIS STEAD. ARISTOBULUS WAS THE SECOND THAT DID SO, AND TOOK THAT DIGNITY FROM HIS BROTHER [HYRCANUS]; AND THIS HEROD WAS THE THIRD, WHO TOOK THAT HIGH OFFICE AWAY [FROM ARIANFLUS], AND GAVE IT TO THIS YOUNG MAN, ARISTOBULUS, IN HIS STEAD. 
2. AND NOW HEROD SEEMED TO HAVE HEALED THE DIVISIONS IN HIS FAMILY; YET WAS HE NOT WITHOUT SUSPICION, AS IS FREQUENTLY THE CASE, OF PEOPLE SEEMING TO BE RECONCILED TO ONE ANOTHER, BUT THOUGHT THAT, AS ALEXANDRA HAD ALREADY MADE ATTEMPTS TENDING TO INNOVATIONS, SO DID HE FEAR THAT SHE WOULD GO ON THEREIN, IF SHE FOUND A FIT OPPORTUNITY FOR SO DOING; SO HE GAVE A COMMAND THAT SHE SHOULD DWELL IN THE PALACE, AND MEDDLE WITH NO PUBLIC AFFAIRS. HER GUARDS ALSO WERE SO CAREFUL, THAT NOTHING SHE DID IN PRIVATE LIFE EVERY DAY WAS CONCEALED. ALL THESE HARDSHIPS PUT HER OUT OF PATIENCE, BY LITTLE AND LITTLE AND SHE BEGAN TO HATE HEROD; FOR AS SHE HAD THE PRIDE OF A WOMAN TO THE UTMOST DEGREE, SHE HAD GREAT INDIGNATION AT THIS SUSPICIOUS GUARD THAT WAS ABOUT HER, AS DESIROUS RATHER TO UNDERGO ANY THING THAT COULD BEFALL HER, THAN TO BE DEPRIVED OF HER LIBERTY OF SPEECH, AND, UNDER THE NOTION OF AN HONORARY GUARD, TO LIVE IN A STATE OF SLAVERY AND TERROR. SHE THEREFORE SENT TO CLEOPATRA, AND MADE A LONG COMPLAINT OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES SHE WAS IN, AND ENTREATED HER TO DO HER UTMOST FOR HER ASSISTANCE. CLEOPATRA HEREUPON ADVISED HER TO TAKE HER SON WITH HER, AND COME AWAY IMMEDIATELY TO HER INTO EGYPT. THIS ADVICE PLEASED HER; AND SHE HAD THIS CONTRIVANCE FOR GETTING AWAY: SHE GOT TWO COFFINS MADE, AS IF THEY WERE TO CARRY AWAY TWO DEAD BODIES AND PUT HERSELF INTO ONE, AND HER SON INTO THE OTHER AND GAVE ORDERS TO SUCH OF HER SERVANTS AS KNEW OF HER INTENTIONS TO CARRY THEM AWAY IN THE NIGHT TIME. NOW THEIR ROAD WAS TO BE THENCE TO THE SEA-SIDE AND THERE WAS A SHIP READY TO CARRY THEM INTO EGYPT. NOW AESOP, ONE OF HER SERVANTS, HAPPENED TO FALL UPON SABION, ONE OF HER FRIENDS, AND SPOKE OF THIS MATTER TO HIM, AS THINKING HE HAD KNOWN OF IT BEFORE. WHEN SABION KNEW THIS, (WHO HAD FORMERLY BEEN AN ENEMY OF HEROD, AND BEEN ESTEEMED ONE OF THOSE THAT LAID SNARES FOR AND GAVE THE POISON TO [HIS FATHER] ANTIPATER,) HE EXPECTED THAT THIS DISCOVERY WOULD CHANGE HEROD'S HATRED INTO KINDNESS; SO HE TOLD THE KING OF THIS PRIVATE STRATAGEM OF ALEXANDRA: WHEREUPON BE SUFFERED HER TO PROCEED TO THE EXECUTION OF HER PROJECT, AND CAUGHT HER IN THE VERY FACT; BUT STILL HE PASSED BY HER OFFENSE; AND THOUGH HE HAD A GREAT MIND TO DO IT, HE DURST NOT INFLICT ANY THING THAT WAS SEVERE UPON HER, FOR HE KNEW THAT CLEOPATRA WOULD NOT BEAR THAT HE SHOULD HAVE HER ACCUSED, ON ACCOUNT OF HER HATRED TO HIM; BUT MADE A SHOW AS IF IT WERE RATHER THE GENEROSITY OF HIS SOUL, AND HIS GREAT MODERATION, THAT MADE HIM FORGIVE THEM. HOWEVER, HE FULLY PROPOSED TO HIMSELF TO PUT THIS YOUNG MAN OUT OF THE WAY, BY ONE MEANS OR OTHER; BUT HE THOUGHT HE MIGHT IN PROBABILITY BE BETTER CONCEALED IN DOING IT, IF HE DID IT NOT PRESENTLY, NOR IMMEDIATELY AFTER WHAT HAD LATELY HAPPENED. 
3. AND NOW, UPON THE APPROACH OF THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES, WHICH IS A FESTIVAL VERY MUCH OBSERVED AMONG US, HE LET THOSE DAYS PASS OVER, AND BOTH HE AND THE REST OF THE PEOPLE WERE THEREIN VERY MERRY; YET DID THE ENVY WHICH AT THIS TIME AROSE IN HIM CAUSE HIM TO MAKE HASTE TO DO WHAT LIE WAS ABOUT, AND PROVOKE HIM TO IT; FOR WHEN THIS YOUTH ARISTOBULUS, WHO WAS NOW IN THE SEVENTEENTH YEAR OF HIS AGE, WENT UP TO THE ALTAR, ACCORDING TO THE LAW, TO OFFER THE SACRIFICES, AND THIS WITH THE ORNAMENTS OF HIS HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND WHEN HE PERFORMED THE SACRED OFFICES, HE SEEMED TO BE EXCEEDINGLY COMELY, AND TALLER THAN MEN USUALLY WERE AT THAT AGE, AND TO EXHIBIT IN HIS COUNTENANCE A GREAT DEAL OF THAT HIGH FAMILY HE WAS SPRUNG FROM, - A WARM ZEAL AND AFFECTION TOWARDS HIM APPEARED AMONG THE PEOPLE, AND THE MEMORY OF THE ACTIONS OF HIS GRANDFATHER ARISTOBULUS WAS FRESH IN THEIR MINDS; AND THEIR AFFECTIONS GOT SO FAR THE MASTERY OF THEM, THAT THEY COULD NOT FORBEAR TO SHOW THEIR INCLINATIONS TO HIM. THEY AT ONCE REJOICED AND WERE CONFOUNDED, AND MINGLED WITH GOOD WISHES THEIR JOYFUL ACCLAMATIONS WHICH THEY MADE TO HIM, TILL THE GOOD-WILL OF THE MULTITUDE WAS MADE TOO EVIDENT; AND THEY MORE RASHLY PROCLAIMED THE HAPPINESS THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM HIS FAMILY THAN WAS FIT UNDER A MONARCHY TO HAVE DONE. UPON ALL THIS, HEROD RESOLVED TO COMPLETE WHAT HE HAD INTENDED AGAINST THE YOUNG MAN. WHEN THEREFORE THE FESTIVAL WAS OVER, AND HE WAS FEASTING AT JERICHO WITH ALEXANDRA, WHO ENTERTAINED THEM THERE, HE WAS THEN VERY PLEASANT WITH THE YOUNG MAN, AND DREW HIM INTO A LONELY PLACE, AND AT THE SAME TIME PLAYED WITH HIM IN A JUVENILE AND LUDICROUS MANNER. NOW THE NATURE OF THAT PLACE WAS HOTTER THAN ORDINARY; SO, THEY WENT OUT IN A BODY, AND OF A SUDDEN, AND IN A VEIN OF MADNESS; AND AS THEY STOOD BY THE FISH-PONDS, OF WHICH THERE WERE LARGE ONES ABOUT THE HOUSE, THEY WENT TO COOL THEMSELVES [BY BATHING], BECAUSE IT WAS IN THE MIDST OF A HOT DAY. AT FIRST THEY WERE ONLY SPECTATORS OF HEROD'S SERVANTS AND ACQUAINTANCE AS THEY WERE SWIMMING; BUT AFTER A WHILE, THE YOUNG MAN, AT THE INSTIGATION OF HEROD, WENT INTO THE WATER AMONG THEM, WHILE SUCH OF HEROD'S ACQUAINTANCE, AS HE HAD APPOINTED TO DO IT, DIPPED HIM AS HE WAS SWIMMING, AND PLUNGED HIM UNDER WATER, IN THE DARK OF THE EVENING, AS IF IT HAD BEEN DONE IN SPORT ONLY; NOR DID THEY DESIST TILL HE WAS ENTIRELY SUFFOCATED. AND THUS, WAS ARISTOBULUS MURDERED, HAVING LIVED NO MORE IN ALL THAN EIGHTEEN YEARS, AND KEPT THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD ONE YEAR ONLY; WHICH HIGH PRIESTHOOD ANANELUS NOW RECOVERED AGAIN. 
4. WHEN THIS SAD ACCIDENT WAS TOLD THE WOMEN, THEIR JOY WAS SOON CHANGED TO LAMENTATION, AT THE SIGHT OF THE DEAD BODY THAT LAY BEFORE THEM, AND THEIR SORROW WAS IMMODERATE. THE CITY ALSO [OF JERUSALEM], UPON THE SPREADING OF THIS NEWS, WERE IN VERY GREAT GRIEF, EVERY FAMILY LOOKING ON THIS CALAMITY AS IF IT HAD NOT BELONGED TO ANOTHER, BUT THAT ONE OF THEMSELVES WAS SLAIN. BUT ALEXANDRA WAS MORE DEEPLY AFFECTED, UPON HER KNOWLEDGE THAT HE HAD BEEN DESTROYED [ON PURPOSE]. HER SORROW WAS GREATER THAN THAT OF OTHERS, BY HER KNOWING HOW THE MURDER WAS COMMITTED; BUT SHE WAS UNDER THE NECESSITY OF BEARING UP UNDER IT, OUT OF HER PROSPECT OF A GREATER MISCHIEF THAT MIGHT OTHERWISE FOLLOW; AND SHE OFTENTIMES CAME TO AN INCLINATION TO KILL HERSELF WITH HER OWN HAND, BUT STILL SHE RESTRAINED HERSELF, IN HOPES SHE MIGHT LIVE LONG ENOUGH TO REVENGE THE UNJUST MURDER THUS PRIVATELY COMMITTED; NAY, SHE FURTHER RESOLVED TO ENDEAVOR TO LIVE LONGER, AND TO GIVE NO OCCASION TO THINK SHE SUSPECTED THAT HER SON WAS SLAIN ON PURPOSE, AND SUPPOSED THAT SHE MIGHT THEREBY BE IN A CAPACITY OF REVENGING IT AT A PROPER OPPORTUNITY. THUS, DID SHE RESTRAIN HERSELF, THAT SHE MIGHT NOT BE NOTED FOR ENTERTAINING ANY SUCH SUSPICION. HOWEVER, HEROD ENDEAVORED THAT NONE ABROAD SHOULD BELIEVE THAT THE CHILD'S DEATH WAS CAUSED BY ANY DESIGN OF HIS; AND FOR THIS PURPOSE, HE DID NOT ONLY USE THE ORDINARY SIGNS OF SORROW, BUT FELL INTO TEARS ALSO, AND EXHIBITED A REAL CONFUSION OF SOUL; AND PERHAPS HIS AFFECTIONS WERE OVERCOME ON THIS OCCASION, WHEN HE SAW THE CHILD'S COUNTENANCE SO YOUNG AND SO BEAUTIFUL, ALTHOUGH HIS DEATH WAS SUPPOSED TO TEND TO HIS OWN SECURITY. SO FAR AT LEAST THIS GRIEF SERVED AS TO MAKE SOME APOLOGY FOR HIM; AND AS FOR HIS FUNERAL, THAT HE TOOK CARE SHOULD BE VERY MAGNIFICENT, BY MAKING GREAT PREPARATION FOR A SEPULCHER TO LAY HIS BODY IN, AND PROVIDING A GREAT QUANTITY OF SPICES, AND BURYING MANY ORNAMENTS TOGETHER WITH HIM, TILL THE VERY WOMEN, WHO WERE IN SUCH DEEP SORROW, WERE ASTONISHED AT IT, AND RECEIVED IN THIS WAY SOME CONSOLATION. 
5. HOWEVER, NO SUCH THINGS COULD OVERCOME ALEXANDRA'S GRIEF; BUT THE REMEMBRANCE OF THIS MISERABLE CASE MADE HER SORROW, BOTH DEEP AND OBSTINATE. ACCORDINGLY, SHE WROTE AN ACCOUNT OF THIS TREACHEROUS SCENE TO CLEOPATRA, AND HOW HER SON WAS MURDERED; BUT CLEOPATRA, AS SHE HAD FORMERLY BEEN DESIROUS TO GIVE HER WHAT SATISFACTION SHE COULD, AND COMMISERATING ALEXANDRA'S MISFORTUNES, MADE THE CASE HER OWN, AND WOULD NOT LET ANTONY BE QUIET, BUT EXCITED HIM TO PUNISH THE CHILD'S MURDER; FOR THAT IT WAS AN UNWORTHY THING THAT HEROD, WHO HAD BEEN BY HIM MADE KING OF A KINGDOM THAT NO WAY BELONGED TO HIM, SHOULD BE GUILTY OF SUCH HORRID CRIMES AGAINST THOSE THAT WERE OF THE ROYAL BLOOD IN REALITY. ANTONY WAS PERSUADED BY THESE ARGUMENTS; AND WHEN HE CAME TO LAODICEA, HE SENT AND COMMANDED HEROD TO COME AND MAKE HIS DEFENSE, AS TO WHAT HE HAD DONE TO ARISTOBULUS, FOR THAT SUCH A TREACHEROUS DESIGN WAS NOT WELL DONE, IF HE HAD ANY HAND IN IT. HEROD WAS NOW IN FEAR, BOTH OF THE ACCUSATION, AND OF CLEOPATRA'S ILL-WILL TO HIM, WHICH WAS SUCH THAT SHE WAS EVER ENDEAVORING TO MAKE ANTONY HATE HIM. HE THEREFORE DETERMINED TO OBEY HIS SUMMONS, FOR HE HAD NO POSSIBLE WAY TO AVOID IT. SO HE LEFT HIS UNCLE JOSEPH PROCURATOR FOR HIS GOVERNMENT, AND FOR THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS, AND GAVE HIM A PRIVATE CHARGE, THAT IF ANTONY SHOULD KILL HIM, HE ALSO SHOULD KILL MARIAMNE IMMEDIATELY; FOR THAT HE HAD A TENDER AFFECTION FOR THIS HIS WIFE, AND WAS AFRAID OF THE INJURY THAT SHOULD BE OFFERED HIM, IF, AFTER HIS DEATH, SHE, FOR HER BEAUTY, SHOULD BE ENGAGED TO SOME OTHER MAN: BUT HIS INTIMATION WAS NOTHING BUT THIS AT THE BOTTOM, THAT ANTONY HAD FALLEN IN LOVE WITH HER, WHEN HE HAD FORMERLY HEARD SOMEWHAT OF HER BEAUTY. SO, WHEN HEROD HAD GIVEN JOSEPH THIS CHARGE, AND HAD INDEED NO SURE HOPES OF ESCAPING WITH HIS LIFE, HE WENT AWAY TO ANTONY. 
6. BUT AS JOSEPH WAS ADMINISTERING THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM, AND FOR THAT REASON WAS VERY FREQUENTLY WITH MARIAMNE, BOTH BECAUSE HIS BUSINESS REQUIRED IT, AND BECAUSE OF THE RESPECTS HE OUGHT TO PAY TO THE QUEEN, HE FREQUENTLY LET HIMSELF INTO DISCOURSES ABOUT HEROD'S KINDNESS, AND GREAT AFFECTION TOWARDS HER; AND WHEN THE WOMEN, ESPECIALLY ALEXANDRA, USED TO TURN HIS DISCOURSES INTO FEMININE RAILLERY, JOSEPH WAS SO OVER-DESIROUS TO DEMONSTRATE THE KINGS INCLINATIONS, THAT HE PROCEEDED SO FAR AS TO MENTION THE CHARGE HE HAD RECEIVED, AND THENCE DREW HIS DEMONSTRATION, THAT HEROD WAS NOT ABLE TO LIVE WITHOUT HER; AND THAT IF HE SHOULD COME TO ANY ILL END, HE COULD NOT ENDURE A SEPARATION FROM HER, EVEN AFTER HE WAS DEAD. THUS, SPOKE JOSEPH. BUT THE WOMEN, AS WAS NATURAL, DID NOT TAKE THIS TO BE AN INSTANCE OF HEROD'S STRONG AFFECTION FOR THEM, BUT OF HIS SEVERE USAGE OF THEM, THAT THEY COULD NOT ESCAPE DESTRUCTION, NOR A TYRANNICAL DEATH, EVEN WHEN HE WAS DEAD HIMSELF. AND THIS SAYING [OF JOSEPH] WAS A FOUNDATION FOR THE WOMEN'S SEVERE SUSPICIONS ABOUT HIM AFTERWARDS. 
7. AT THIS TIME A REPORT WENT ABOUT THE CITY JERUSALEM AMONG HEROD'S ENEMIES, THAT ANTONY HAD TORTURED HEROD, AND PUT HIM TO DEATH. THIS REPORT, AS IS NATURAL, DISTURBED THOSE THAT WERE ABOUT THE PALACE, BUT CHIEFLY THE WOMEN; UPON WHICH ALEXANDRA ENDEAVORED TO PERSUADE JOSEPH TO GO OUT OF THE PALACE, AND FLY AWAY WITH THEM TO THE ENSIGNS OF THE ROMAN LEGION, WHICH THEN LAY ENCAMPED ABOUT THE CITY, AS A GUARD TO THE KINGDOM, UNDER THE COMMAND OF JULIUS; FOR THAT BY THIS MEANS, IF ANY DISTURBANCE SHOULD HAPPEN ABOUT THE PALACE, THEY SHOULD BE IN GREATER SECURITY, AS HAVING THE ROMANS FAVORABLE TO THEM; AND THAT BESIDES, THEY HOPED TO OBTAIN THE HIGHEST AUTHORITY, IF ANTONY DID BUT ONCE SEE MARIAMNE, BY WHOSE MEANS THEY SHOULD RECOVER THE KINGDOM, AND WANT NOTHING WHICH WAS REASONABLE FOR THEM TO HOPE FOR, BECAUSE OF THEIR ROYAL EXTRACTION. 
8. BUT AS THEY WERE IN THE MIDST OF THESE DELIBERATIONS, LETTERS WERE BROUGHT FROM HEROD ABOUT ALL HIS AFFAIRS, AND PROVED CONTRARY TO THE REPORT, AND OF WHAT THEY BEFORE EXPECTED; FOR WHEN HE WAS COME TO ANTONY, HE SOON RECOVERED HIS INTEREST WITH HIM, BY THE PRESENTS HE MADE HIM, WHICH HE HAD BROUGHT WITH HIM FROM JERUSALEM; AND HE SOON INDUCED HIM, UPON DISCOURSING WITH HIM, TO LEAVE OFF HIS INDIGNATION AT HIM, SO THAT CLEOPATRA'S PERSUASIONS HAD LESS FORCE THAN THE ARGUMENTS AND PRESENTS HE BROUGHT TO REGAIN HIS FRIENDSHIP; FOR ANTONY SAID THAT IT WAS NOT GOOD TO REQUIRE AN ACCOUNT OF A KING, AS TO THE AFFAIRS OF HIS GOVERNMENT, FOR AT THIS RATE HE COULD BE NO KING AT ALL, BUT THAT THOSE WHO HAD GIVEN HIM THAT AUTHORITY OUGHT TO PERMIT HIM TO MAKE USE OF IT. HE ALSO SAID THE SAME THINGS TO CLEOPATRA, THAT IT WOULD BE BEST FOR HER NOT BUSILY TO MEDDLE WITH THE ACTS OF THE KING'S GOVERNMENT. HEROD WROTE AN ACCOUNT OF THESE THINGS, AND ENLARGED UPON THE OTHER HONORS WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED FROM ANTONY; HOW HE SAT BY HIM AT HIS HEARING CAUSES, AND TOOK HIS DIET WITH HIM EVERY DAY, AND THAT HE ENJOYED THOSE FAVORS FROM HIM, NOTWITHSTANDING THE REPROACHES THAT CLEOPATRA SO SEVERELY LAID AGAINST HIM, WHO HAVING A GREAT DESIRE OF HIS COUNTRY, AND EARNESTLY ENTREATING ANTONY THAT THE KINGDOM MIGHT BE GIVEN TO HER, LABORED WITH HER UTMOST DILIGENCE TO HAVE HIM OUT OF THE WAY; BUT THAT HE STILL FOUND ANTONY JUST TO HIM, AND HAD NO LONGER ANY APPREHENSIONS OF HARD TREATMENT FROM HIM; AND THAT HE WAS SOON UPON HIS RETURN, WITH A FIRMER ADDITIONAL ASSURANCE OF HIS FAVOR TO HIM, IN HIS REIGNING AND MANAGING PUBLIC AFFAIRS; AND THAT THERE WAS NO LONGER ANY HOPE FOR CLEOPATRA'S COVETOUS TEMPER, SINCE ANTONY HAD GIVEN HER CELESYRIA INSTEAD OF WHAT SHE HAD DESIRED; BY WHICH MEANS HE HAD AT ONCE PACIFIED HER, AND GOT CLEAR OF THE ENTREATIES WHICH SHE MADE HIM TO HAVE JUDEA BESTOWED UPON HER. 
9. WHEN THESE LETTERS WERE BROUGHT, THE WOMEN LEFT OFF THEIR ATTEMPT FOR FLYING TO THE ROMANS, WHICH THEY THOUGHT OF WHILE HEROD WAS SUPPOSED TO BE DEAD; YET WAS NOT THAT PURPOSE OF THEIRS A SECRET; BUT WHEN THE KING HAD CONDUCTED ANTONY ON HIS WAY AGAINST THE PARTNIANS, HE RETURNED TO JUDEA, WHEN BOTH HIS SISTER SALOME AND HIS MOTHER INFORMED HIM OF ALEXANDRA'S INTENTIONS. SALOME ALSO ADDED SOMEWHAT FURTHER AGAINST JOSEPH, THOUGH IT WAS NO MORE THAN A CALUMNY, THAT HE HAD OFTEN HAD CRIMINAL CONVERSATION WITH MARIAMNE. THE REASON OF HER SAYING SO WAS THIS, THAT SHE FOR A LONG TIME BARE HER ILL-WILL; FOR WHEN THEY HAD DIFFERENCES WITH ONE ANOTHER, MARIAMNE TOOK GREAT FREEDOMS, AND REPROACHED THE REST FOR THE MEANNESS OF THEIR BIRTH. BUT HEROD, WHOSE AFFECTION TO MARIAMNE WAS ALWAYS VERY WARM, WAS PRESENTLY DISTURBED AT THIS, AND COULD NOT BEAR THE TORMENTS OF JEALOUSY, BUT WAS STILL RESTRAINED FROM DOING ANY RASH THING TO HER BY THE LOVE HE HAD FOR HER; YET DID HIS VEHEMENT AFFECTION AND JEALOUSY TOGETHER MAKE HIM ASK MARIAMNE BY HERSELF ABOUT THIS MATTER OF JOSEPH; BUT SHE DENIED IT UPON HER OATH, AND SAID ALL THAT AN INNOCENT WOMAN COULD POSSIBLY SAY IN HER OWN DEFENSE; SO THAT BY LITTLE AND LITTLE THE KING WAS PREVAILED UPON TO DROP THE SUSPICION, AND LEFT OFF HIS ANGER AT HER; AND BEING OVERCOME WITH HIS PASSION FOR HIS WIFE, HE MADE AN APOLOGY TO HER FOR HAVING SEEMED TO BELIEVE WHAT HE HAD HEARD ABOUT HER, AND RETURNED HER A GREAT MANY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS OF HER MODEST BEHAVIOR, AND PROFESSED THE EXTRAORDINARY AFFECTION AND KINDNESS HE HAD FOR HER, TILL AT LAST, AS IS USUAL BETWEEN LOVERS, THEY BOTH FELL INTO TEARS, AND EMBRACED ONE ANOTHER WITH A MOST TENDER AFFECTION. BUT AS THE KING GAVE MORE AND MORE ASSURANCES OF HIS BELIEF OF HER FIDELITY, AND ENDEAVORED TO DRAW HER TO A LIKE CONFIDENCE IN HIM, MARIANME SAID, YET WAS NOT THAT COMMAND THOU GAVEST, THAT IF ANY HARM CAME TO THEE FROM ANTONY, I, WHO HAD BEEN NO OCCASION OF IT, SHOULD PERISH WITH THEE, A SIGN OF THY LOVE TO ME?" WHEN THESE WORDS WERE FALLEN FROM HER, THE KING WAS SHOCKED AT THEM, AND PRESENTLY LET HER GO OUT OF HIS ARMS, AND CRIED OUT, AND TORE HIS HAIR WITH HIS OWN HANDS, AND SAID, THAT "NOW HE HAD AN EVIDENT DEMONSTRATION THAT JOSEPH HAD HAD CRIMINAL CONVERSATION WITH HIS WIFE; FOR THAT HE WOULD NEVER HAVE UTTERED WHAT HE HAD TOLD HIM ALONE BY HIMSELF, UNLESS THERE HAD BEEN SUCH A GREAT FAMILIARITY AND FIRM CONFIDENCE BETWEEN THEM. AND WHILE HE WAS IN THIS PASSION, HE HAD LIKE TO HAVE KILLED HIS WIFE; BUT BEING STILL OVERBORNE BY HIS LOVE TO HER, HE RESTRAINED THIS HIS PASSION, THOUGH NOT WITHOUT A LASTING GRIEF AND DISQUIETNESS OF MIND. HOWEVER, HE GAVE ORDER TO SLAY JOSEPH, WITHOUT PERMITTING HIM TO COME INTO HIS SIGHT; AND AS FOR ALEXANDRA, HE BOUND HER, AND KEPT HER IN CUSTODY, AS THE CAUSE OF ALL THIS MISCHIEF.
CHAPTER 4. HOW CLEOPATRA, WHEN SHE HAD GOTTEN FROM ANTONY SOME PARTS OF JUDEA AND ARABIA CAME INTO JUDEA; AND HOW HEROD GAVE HER MANY PRESENTS AND CONDUCTED HER ON HER WAY BACK TO EGYPT. 
1. NOW AT THIS TIME THE AFFAIRS OF SYRIA WERE IN CONFUSION BY CLEOPATRA'S CONSTANT PERSUASIONS TO ANTONY TO MAKE AN ATTEMPT UPON EVERY BODY'S DOMINIONS; FOR SHE PERSUADED HIM TO TAKE THOSE DOMINIONS AWAY FROM THEIR SEVERAL PRINCES, AND BESTOW THEM UPON HER; AND SHE HAD A MIGHTY INFLUENCE UPON HIM, BY REASON OF HIS BEING ENSLAVED TO HER BY HIS AFFECTIONS. SHE WAS ALSO BY NATURE VERY COVETOUS, AND STUCK AT NO WICKEDNESS. SHE HAD ALREADY POISONED HER BROTHER, BECAUSE SHE KNEW THAT HE WAS TO BE KING OF EGYPT, AND THIS WHEN HE WAS BUT FIFTEEN YEARS OLD; AND SHE GOT HER SISTER ARSINOE TO BE SLAIN, BY THE MEANS OF ANTONY, WHEN SHE WAS A SUPPLICANT AT DIANA'S TEMPLE AT EPHESUS; FOR IF THERE WERE BUT ANY HOPES OF GETTING MONEY, SHE WOULD VIOLATE BOTH TEMPLES AND SEPULCHERS. NOR WAS THERE ANY HOLY PLACE THAT WAS ESTEEMED THE MOST INVIOLABLE, FROM WHICH SHE WOULD NOT FETCH THE ORNAMENTS IT HAD IN IT; NOR ANY PLACE SO PROFANE, BUT WAS TO SUFFER THE MOST FLAGITIOUS TREATMENT POSSIBLE FROM HER, IF IT COULD BUT CONTRIBUTE SOMEWHAT TO THE COVETOUS HUMOR OF THIS WICKED CREATURE: YET DID NOT ALL THIS SUFFICE SO EXTRAVAGANT A WOMAN, WHO WAS A SLAVE TO HER LUSTS, BUT SHE STILL IMAGINED THAT SHE WANTED EVERY THING SHE COULD THINK OF, AND DID HER UTMOST TO GAIN IT; FOR WHICH REASON SHE HURRIED ANTONY ON PERPETUALLY TO DEPRIVE OTHERS OF THEIR DOMINIONS, AND GIVE THEM TO HER. AND AS SHE WENT OVER SYRIA WITH HIM, SHE CONTRIVED TO GET IT INTO HER POSSESSION; SO, HE SLEW LYSANIAS, THE SON OF PTOLEMY, ACCUSING HIM OF HIS BRINGING THE PARTHIANS UPON THOSE COUNTRIES. SHE ALSO PETITIONED ANTONY TO GIVE HER JUDEA AND ARABIA; AND, IN ORDER THERETO, DESIRED HIM TO TAKE THESE COUNTRIES AWAY FROM THEIR PRESENT GOVERNORS. AS FOR ANTONY, HE WAS SO ENTIRELY OVERCOME BY THIS WOMAN, THAT ONE WOULD NOT THINK HER CONVERSATION ONLY COULD DO IT, BUT THAT HE WAS SOME WAY OR OTHER BEWITCHED TO DO WHATSOEVER SHE WOULD HAVE HIM; YET DID THE GROSSEST PARTS OF HER INJUSTICE MAKE HIM SO ASHAMED, THAT HE WOULD NOT ALWAYS HEARKEN TO HER TO DO THOSE FLAGRANT ENORMITIES SHE WOULD HAVE PERSUADED HIM TO. THAT THEREFORE HE MIGHT NOT TOTALLY DENY HER, NOR, BY DOING EVERY THING WHICH SHE ENJOINED HIM, APPEAR OPENLY TO BE AN ILL MAN, HE TOOK SOME PARTS OF EACH OF THOSE COUNTRIES AWAY FROM THEIR FORMER GOVERNORS, AND GAVE THEM TO HER. THUS, HE GAVE HER THE CITIES THAT WERE WITHIN THE RIVER ELEUTHERUS, AS FAR AS EGYPT, EXCEPTING TYRE AND SIDON, WHICH HE KNEW TO HAVE BEEN FREE CITIES FROM THEIR ANCESTORS, ALTHOUGH SHE PRESSED HIM VERY OFTEN TO BESTOW THOSE ON HER ALSO. 
2. WHEN CLEOPATRA HAD OBTAINED THUS MUCH, AND HAD ACCOMPANIED ANTONY IN HIS EXPEDITION TO ARMENIA AS FAR AS EUPHRATES, SHE RETURNED BACK, AND CAME TO APAMIA AND DAMASCUS, AND PASSED ON TO JUDEA, WHERE HEROD MET HER, AND FARMED OF HER PARTS OF ARABIA, AND THOSE REVENUES THAT CAME TO HER FROM THE REGION ABOUT JERICHO. THIS COUNTRY BEARS THAT BALSAM, WHICH IS THE MOST PRECIOUS DRUG THAT IS THERE, AND GROWS THERE ALONE. THE PLACE BEARS ALSO PALM TREES, BOTH MANY IN NUMBER, AND THOSE EXCELLENT IN THEIR KIND. WHEN SHE WAS THERE, AND WAS VERY OFTEN WITH HEROD, SHE ENDEAVORED TO HAVE CRIMINAL CONVERSATION WITH THE KING; NOR DID SHE AFFECT SECRECY IN THE INDULGENCE OF SUCH SORT OF PLEASURES; AND PERHAPS SHE HAD IN SOME MEASURE A PASSION OF LOVE TO HIM; OR RATHER, WHAT IS MOST PROBABLE, SHE LAID A TREACHEROUS SNARE FOR HIM, BY AIMING TO OBTAIN SUCH ADULTEROUS CONVERSATION FROM HIM: HOWEVER, UPON THE WHOLE, SHE SEEMED OVERCOME WITH LOVE TO HIM. NOW HEROD HAD A GREAT WHILE BORNE NO GOOD-WILL TO CLEOPATRA, AS KNOWING THAT SHE WAS A WOMAN IRKSOME TO ALL; AND AT THAT TIME, HE THOUGHT HER PARTICULARLY WORTHY OF HIS HATRED, IF THIS ATTEMPT PROCEEDED OUT OF LUST; HE HAD ALSO THOUGHT OF PREVENTING HER INTRIGUES, BY PUTTING HER TO DEATH, IF SUCH WERE HER ENDEAVORS. HOWEVER, HE REFUSED TO COMPLY WITH HER PROPOSALS, AND CALLED A COUNSEL OF HIS FRIENDS TO CONSULT WITH THEM WHETHER HE SHOULD NOT KILL HER, NOW HE HAD HER IN HIS POWER; FOR THAT HE SHOULD THEREBY DELIVER ALL THOSE FROM A MULTITUDE OF EVILS TO WHOM SHE WAS ALREADY BECOME IRKSOME, AND WAS EXPECTED TO BE STILL SO FOR THE TIME TO COME; AND THAT THIS VERY THING WOULD BE MUCH FOR THE ADVANTAGE OF ANTONY HIMSELF, SINCE SHE WOULD CERTAINLY NOT BE FAITHFUL TO HIM, IN CASE ANY SUCH SEASON OR NECESSITY SHOULD COME UPON HIM AS THAT HE SHOULD STAND IN NEED OF HER FIDELITY. BUT WHEN HE THOUGHT TO FOLLOW THIS ADVICE, HIS FRIENDS WOULD NOT LET HIM; AND TOLD HIM THAT, IN THE FIRST PLACE, IT WAS NOT RIGHT TO ATTEMPT SO GREAT A THING, AND RUN HIMSELF THEREBY INTO THE UTMOST DANGER; AND THEY LAID HARD AT HIM, AND BEGGED OF HIM TO UNDERTAKE NOTHING RASHLY, FOR THAT ANTONY WOULD NEVER BEAR IT, NO, NOT THOUGH ANY ONE SHOULD EVIDENTLY LAY BEFORE HIS EYES THAT IT WAS FOR HIS OWN ADVANTAGE; AND THAT THE APPEARANCE OF DEPRIVING HIM OF HER CONVERSATION, BY THIS VIOLENT AND TREACHEROUS METHOD, WOULD PROBABLY SET HIS AFFECTIONS MORE ON A FLAME THAN BEFORE. NOR DID IT APPEAR THAT HE COULD OFFER ANY THING OF TOLERABLE WEIGHT IN HIS DEFENSE, THIS ATTEMPT BEING AGAINST SUCH A WOMAN AS WAS OF THE HIGHEST DIGNITY OF ANY OF HER SEX AT THAT TIME IN THE WORLD; AND AS TO ANY ADVANTAGE TO BE EXPECTED FROM SUCH AN UNDERTAKING, IF ANY SUCH COULD BE SUPPOSED IN THIS CASE, IT WOULD APPEAR TO DESERVE CONDEMNATION, ON ACCOUNT OF THE INSOLENCE HE MUST TAKE UPON HIM IN DOING IT: WHICH CONSIDERATIONS MADE IT VERY PLAIN THAT IN SO DOING HE WOULD FIND HIS GOVERNMENT FILLED WITH MISCHIEF, BOTH GREAT AND LASTING, BOTH TO HIMSELF AND HIS POSTERITY, WHEREAS IT WAS STILL IN HIS POWER TO REJECT THAT WICKEDNESS SHE WOULD PERSUADE HIM TO, AND TO COME OFF HONORABLY AT THE SAME TIME. SO, BY THUS AFFRIGHTING HEROD, AND REPRESENTING TO HIM THE HAZARD HE MUST, IN ALL PROBABILITY, RUN BY THIS UNDERTAKING, THEY RESTRAINED HIM FROM IT. SO, HE TREATED CLEOPATRA KINDLY, AND MADE HER PRESENTS, AND CONDUCTED HER ON HER WAY TO EGYPT. 
3. BUT ANTONY SUBDUED ARMENIA, AND SENT ARTABAZES, THE SON OF TIGRANES, IN BONDS, WITH HIS CHILDREN AND PROCURATORS, TO EGYPT, AND MADE A PRESENT OF THEM, AND OF ALL THE ROYAL ORNAMENTS WHICH HE HAD TAKEN OUT OF THAT KINGDOM, TO CLEOPATRA. AND ARTAXIAS, THE ELDEST OF HIS SONS, WHO HAD ESCAPED AT THAT TIME, TOOK THE KINGDOM OF ARMENIA; WHO YET WAS EJECTED BY ARCHCLAUS AND NERO CAESAR, WHEN THEY RESTORED TIGRANES, HIS YOUNGER BROTHER, TO THAT KINGDOM; BUT THIS HAPPENED A GOOD WHILE AFTERWARD. 
4. BUT THEN, AS TO THE TRIBUTES WHICH HEROD WAS TO PAY CLEOPATRA FOR THAT COUNTRY WHICH ANTONY HAD GIVEN HER, HE ACTED FAIRLY WITH HER, AS DEEMING IT NOT SAFE FOR HIM TO AFFORD ANY CAUSE FOR CLEOPATRA TO HATE HIM. AS FOR THE KING OF ARABIA, WHOSE TRIBUTE HEROD HAD UNDERTAKEN TO PAY HER, FOR SOME TIME INDEED HE PAID HIM AS MUCH AS CAME TO TWO HUNDRED TALENTS; BUT HE AFTERWARDS BECAME VERY NIGGARDLY AND SLOW IN HIS PAYMENTS, AND COULD HARDLY BE BROUGHT TO PAY SOME PARTS OF IT, AND WAS NOT WILLING TO PAY EVEN THEM WITHOUT SOME DEDUCTIONS. 
CHAPTER 5. HOW HEROD MADE WAR WITH THE KING OF ARABIA, AND AFTER THEY HAD FOUGHT MANY BATTLES, AT LENGTH CONQUERED HIM, AND WAS CHOSEN BY THE ARABS TO BE GOVERNOR OF THAT NATION; AS ALSO CONCERNING A GREAT EARTHQUAKE. 
1. HEREUPON HEROD HELD HIMSELF READY TO GO AGAINST THE KING OF ARABIA, BECAUSE OF HIS INGRATITUDE TO HIM, AND BECAUSE, AFTER ALL, HE WOULD DO NOTHING THAT WAS JUST TO HIM, ALTHOUGH HEROD MADE THE ROMAN WAR AN OCCASION OF DELAYING HIS OWN; FOR THE BATTLE AT ACTIUM WAS NOW EXPECTED, WHICH FELL INTO THE HUNDRED EIGHTY AND SEVENTH OLYMPIAD, WHERE CAESAR AND ANTONY WERE TO FIGHT FOR THE SUPREME POWER OF THE WORLD; BUT HEROD HAVING ENJOYED A COUNTRY THAT WAS VERY FRUITFUL, AND THAT NOW FOR A LONG TIME, AND HAVING RECEIVED GREAT TAXES, AND RAISED GREAT ARMIES THEREWITH, GOT TOGETHER A BODY OF MEN, AND CAREFULLY FURNISHED THEM WITH ALL NECESSARIES, AND DESIGNED THEM AS AUXILIARIES FOR ANTONY. BUT ANTONY SAID HE HAD NO WANT OF HIS ASSISTANCE; BUT HE COMMANDED HIM TO PUNISH THE KING OF ARABIA; FOR HE HAD HEARD BOTH FROM HIM, AND FROM CLEOPATRA, HOW PERFIDIOUS HE WAS; FOR THIS WAS WHAT CLEOPATRA DESIRED, WHO THOUGHT IT FOR HER OWN ADVANTAGE THAT THESE TWO KINGS SHOULD DO ONE ANOTHER AS GREAT MISCHIEF AS POSSIBLE. UPON THIS MESSAGE FROM ANTONY, HEROD RETURNED BACK, BUT KEPT HIS ARMY WITH HIM, IN ORDER TO INVADE ARABIA IMMEDIATELY. SO, WHEN HIS ARMY OF HORSEMEN AND FOOTMEN WAS READY, HE MARCHED TO DIOSPOLIS, WHITHER THE ARABIANS CAME ALSO TO MEET THEM, FOR THEY WERE NOT UNAPPRIZED OF THIS WAR THAT WAS COMING UPON THEM; AND AFTER A GREAT BATTLE HAD BEEN FOUGHT, THE JEWS HAD THE VICTORY. BUT AFTERWARD THERE WERE GOTTEN TOGETHER ANOTHER NUMEROUS, ARMY OF THE ARABIANS, AT CANA, WHICH IS A PLACE OF CELESYRIA. HEROD WAS INFORMED OF THIS BEFOREHAND; SO HE CAME MARCHING AGAINST THEM WITH THE GREATEST PART OF THE FORCES HE HAD; AND WHEN HE WAS COME NEAR TO CANA, HE RESOLVED TO ENCAMP HIMSELF; AND HE CAST UP A BULWARK, THAT HE MIGHT TAKE A PROPER SEASON FOR ATTACKING THE ENEMY; BUT AS HE WAS GIVING THOSE ORDERS, THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS CRIED OUT THAT HE SHOULD MAKE NO DELAY, BUT LEAD THEM AGAINST THE ARABIANS. THEY WENT WITH GREAT SPIRIT, AS BELIEVING THEY WERE IN VERY GOOD ORDER; AND THOSE ESPECIALLY WERE SO THAT HAD BEEN IN THE FORMER BATTLE, AND HAD BEEN CONQUERORS, AND HAD NOT PERMITTED THEIR ENEMIES SO MUCH AS TO COME TO A CLOSE FIGHT WITH THEM. AND WHEN THEY WERE SO TUMULTUOUS, AND SHOWED SUCH GREAT ALACRITY, THE KING RESOLVED TO MAKE USE OF THAT ZEAL THE MULTITUDE THEN EXHIBITED; AND WHEN HE HAD ASSURED THEM, HE WOULD NOT BE BEHINDHAND WITH THEM IN COURAGE, HE LED THEM ON, AND STOOD BEFORE THEM ALL IN HIS ARMOR, ALL THE REGIMENTS FOLLOWING HIM IN THEIR SEVERAL RANKS: WHEREUPON A CONSTERNATION FELL UPON THE ARABIANS; FOR WHEN THEY PERCEIVED THAT THE JEWS WERE NOT TO BE CONQUERED, AND WERE FULL OF SPIRIT, THE GREATER PART OF THEM RAN AWAY, AND AVOIDED FIGHTING; AND THEY HAD BEEN QUITE DESTROYED, HAD NOT ANTHONY FALLEN UPON THE JEWS, AND DISTRESSED THEM; FOR THIS MAN WAS CLEOPATRA'S GENERAL OVER THE SOLDIERS SHE HAD THERE, AND WAS AT ENMITY WITH HEROD, AND VERY WISTFULLY LOOKED ON TO SEE WHAT THE EVENT OF THE BATTLE WOULD BE. HE HAD ALSO RESOLVED, THAT IN CASE THE ARABIANS DID ANY THING THAT WAS BRAVE AND SUCCESSFUL, HE WOULD LIE STILL; BUT IN CASE THEY WERE BEATEN, AS IT REALLY HAPPENED, HE WOULD ATTACK THE JEWS WITH THOSE FORCES HE HAD OF HIS OWN, AND WITH THOSE THAT THE COUNTRY HAD GOTTEN TOGETHER FOR HIM. SO HE FELL UPON THE JEWS UNEXPECTEDLY, WHEN THEY WERE FATIGUED, AND THOUGHT THEY HAD ALREADY VANQUISHED THE ENEMY, AND MADE A GREAT SLAUGHTER OF THEM; FOR AS THE JEWS HAD SPENT THEIR COURAGE UPON THEIR KNOWN ENEMIES, AND WERE ABOUT TO ENJOY THEMSELVES IN QUIETNESS AFTER THEIR VICTORY, THEY WERE EASILY BEATEN BY THESE THAT ATTACKED THEM AFRESH, AND IN PARTICULAR RECEIVED A GREAT LOSS IN PLACES WHERE THE HORSES COULD NOT BE OF SERVICE, AND WHICH WERE VERY STONY, AND WHERE THOSE THAT ATTACKED THEM WERE BETTER ACQUAINTED WITH THE PLACES THAN THEMSELVES. AND WHEN THE JEWS HAD SUFFERED THIS LOSS, THE ARABIANS RAISED THEIR SPIRITS AFTER THEIR DEFEAT, AND RETURNING BACK AGAIN, SLEW THOSE THAT WERE ALREADY PUT TO FLIGHT; AND INDEED, ALL SORTS OF SLAUGHTER WERE NOW FREQUENT, AND OF THOSE THAT ESCAPED, A FEW ONLY RETURNED INTO THE CAMP. SO KING HEROD, WHEN HE DESPAIRED OF THE BATTLE, RODE UP TO THEM TO BRING THEM ASSISTANCE; YET DID HE NOT COME TIME ENOUGH TO DO THEM ANY SERVICE, THOUGH HE LABORED HARD TO DO IT; BUT THE JEWISH CAMP WAS TAKEN; SO THAT THE ARABIANS HAD UNEXPECTEDLY A MOST GLORIOUS SUCCESS, HAVING GAINED THAT VICTORY WHICH OF THEMSELVES THEY WERE NO WAY LIKELY TO HAVE GAINED, AND SLAYING A GREAT PART OF THE ENEMY'S ARMY: WHENCE AFTERWARD HEROD COULD ONLY ACT LIKE A PRIVATE ROBBER, AND MAKE EXCURSIONS UPON MANY PARTS OF ARABIA, AND DISTRESS THEM BY SUDDEN INCURSIONS, WHILE HE ENCAMPED AMONG THE MOUNTAINS, AND AVOIDED BY ANY MEANS TO COME TO A PITCHED BATTLE; YET DID HE GREATLY HARASS THE ENEMY BY HIS ASSIDUITY, AND THE HARD LABOR HE TOOK IN THIS MATTER. HE ALSO TOOK GREAT CARE OF HIS OWN FORCES, AND USED ALL THE MEANS HE COULD TO RESTORE HIS AFFAIRS TO THEIR OLD STATE. 
2. AT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT THE FIGHT HAPPENED AT ACTIUM, BETWEEN OCTAVIUS CAESAR AND ANTONY, IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HEROD AND THEN IT WAS ALSO THAT THERE WAS AN EARTHQUAKE IN JUDEA, SUCH A ONE AS HAD NOT HAPPENED AT ANY OTHER TIME, AND WHICH EARTHQUAKE BROUGHT A GREAT DESTRUCTION UPON THE CATTLE IN THAT COUNTRY. ABOUT TEN THOUSAND MEN ALSO PERISHED BY THE FALL OF HOUSES; BUT THE ARMY, WHICH LODGED IN THE FIELD, RECEIVED NO DAMAGE BY THIS SAD ACCIDENT. WHEN THE ARABIANS WERE INFORMED OF THIS, AND WHEN THOSE THAT HATED THE JEWS, AND PLEASED THEMSELVES WITH AGGRAVATING THE REPORTS, TOLD THEM OF IT, THEY RAISED THEIR SPIRITS, AS IF THEIR ENEMY'S COUNTRY WAS QUITE OVERTHROWN, AND THE MEN WERE UTTERLY DESTROYED, AND THOUGHT THERE NOW REMAINED NOTHING THAT COULD OPPOSE THEM. ACCORDINGLY, THEY TOOK THE JEWISH AMBASSADORS, WHO CAME TO THEM AFTER ALL THIS HAD HAPPENED, TO MAKE PEACE WITH THEM, AND SLEW THEM, AND CAME WITH GREAT ALACRITY AGAINST THEIR ARMY; BUT THE JEWS DURST NOT WITHSTAND THEM, AND WERE SO CAST DOWN BY THE CALAMITIES THEY WERE UNDER, THAT THEY TOOK NO CARE OF THEIR AFFAIRS, BUT GAVE UP THEMSELVES TO DESPAIR; FOR THEY HAD NO HOPE THAT THEY SHOULD BE UPON A LEVEL AGAIN WITH THEM IN BATTLES, NOR OBTAIN ANY ASSISTANCE ELSEWHERE, WHILE THEIR AFFAIRS AT HOME WERE IN SUCH GREAT DISTRESS ALSO. WHEN MATTERS WERE IN THIS CONDITION, THE KING PERSUADED THE COMMANDERS BY HIS WORDS, AND TRIED TO RAISE THEIR SPIRITS, WHICH WERE QUITE SUNK; AND FIRST HE ENDEAVORED TO ENCOURAGE AND EMBOLDEN SOME OF THE BETTER SORT BEFOREHAND, AND THEN VENTURED TO MAKE A SPEECH TO THE MULTITUDE, WHICH HE HAD BEFORE AVOIDED TO DO, LEST HE SHOULD FIND THEM UNEASY THEREAT, BECAUSE OF THE MISFORTUNES WHICH HAD HAPPENED; SO HE MADE A CONSOLATORY SPEECH TO THE MULTITUDE, IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING: 
3. "YOU ARE NOT UNACQUAINTED, MY FELLOW SOLDIERS, THAT WE HAVE HAD, NOT LONG SINCE, MANY ACCIDENTS THAT HAVE PUT A STOP TO WHAT WE ARE ABOUT, AND IT IS PROBABLE THAT EVEN THOSE THAT ARE MOST DISTINGUISHED ABOVE OTHERS FOR THEIR COURAGE CAN HARDLY KEEP UP THEIR SPIRITS IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES; BUT SINCE WE CANNOT AVOID FIGHTING, AND NOTHING THAT HATH HAPPENED IS OF SUCH A NATURE BUT IT MAY BY OURSELVES BE RECOVERED INTO A GOOD STATE, AND THIS BY ONE BRAVE ACTION ONLY WELL PERFORMED, I HAVE PROPOSED TO MYSELF BOTH TO GIVE YOU SOME ENCOURAGEMENT, AND, AT THE SAME TIME, SOME INFORMATION; BOTH WHICH PARTS OF MY DESIGN WILL TEND TO THIS POINT; THAT YOU MAY STILL CONTINUE IN YOUR OWN PROPER FORTITUDE. I WILL THEN, IN THE FIRST PLACE, DEMONSTRATE TO YOU THAT THIS WAR IS A JUST ONE ON OUR SIDE, AND THAT ON THIS ACCOUNT IT IS A WAR OF NECESSITY, AND OCCASIONED BY THE INJUSTICE OF OUR ADVERSARIES; FOR IF YOU BE ONCE SATISFIED OF THIS, IT WILL BE A REAL CAUSE OF ALACRITY TO YOU; AFTER WHICH I WILL FURTHER DEMONSTRATE, THAT THE MISFORTUNES WE ARE UNDER ARE OF NO GREAT CONSEQUENCE, AND THAT WE HAVE THE GREATEST REASON TO HOPE FOR VICTORY. I SHALL BEGIN WITH THE FIRST, AND APPEAL TO YOURSELVES AS WITNESSES TO WHAT I SHALL SAY. YOU ARE NOT IGNORANT CERTAINLY OF THE WICKEDNESS OF THE ARABIANS, WHICH IS TO THAT DEGREE AS TO APPEAR INCREDIBLE TO ALL OTHER MEN, AND TO INCLUDE SOMEWHAT THAT SHOWS THE GROSSEST BARBARITY AND IGNORANCE OF GOD. THE CHIEF THINGS WHEREIN THEY HAVE AFFRONTED US HAVE ARISEN FROM COVETOUSNESS AND ENVY; AND THEY HAVE ATTACKED US IN AN INSIDIOUS MANNER, AND ON THE SUDDEN. AND WHAT OCCASION IS THERE FOR ME TO MENTION MANY INSTANCES OF SUCH THEIR PROCEDURE? WHEN THEY WERE IN DANGER OF LOSING THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT OF THEMSELVES, AND OF BEING SLAVES TO CLEOPATRA, WHAT OTHERS WERE THEY THAT FREED THEM FROM THAT FEAR? FOR IT WAS THE FRIENDSHIP. I HAD WITH ANTONY, AND THE KIND DISPOSITION HE WAS IN TOWARDS US, THAT HATH BEEN THE OCCASION THAT EVEN THESE ARABIANS HAVE NOT BEEN UTTERLY UNDONE, ANTONY BEING UNWILLING TO UNDERTAKE ANY THING WHICH MIGHT BE SUSPECTED BY US OF UNKINDNESS: BUT WHEN HE HAD A MIND TO BESTOW SOME PARTS OF EACH OF OUR DOMINIONS ON CLEOPATRA, I ALSO MANAGED THAT MATTER SO, THAT BY GIVING HIM PRESENTS OF MY OWN, I MIGHT OBTAIN A SECURITY TO BOTH NATIONS, WHILE I UNDERTOOK MYSELF TO ANSWER FOR THE MONEY, AND GAVE HIM TWO HUNDRED TALENTS, AND BECAME SURETY FOR THOSE TWO HUNDRED MORE WHICH WERE IMPOSED UPON THE LAND THAT WAS SUBJECT TO THIS TRIBUTE; AND THIS THEY HAVE DEFRAUDED US OF, ALTHOUGH IT WAS NOT REASONABLE THAT JEWS SHOULD PAY TRIBUTE TO ANY MAN LIVING, OR ALLOW PART OF THEIR LAND TO BE TAXABLE; BUT ALTHOUGH THAT WAS TO BE, YET OUGHT WE NOT TO PAY TRIBUTE FOR THESE ARABIANS, WHOM WE HAVE OURSELVES PRESERVED; NOR IS IT FIT THAT THEY, WHO HAVE PROFESSED (AND THAT WITH GREAT INTEGRITY AND SENSE OF OUR KINDNESS) THAT IT IS BY OUR MEANS THAT THEY KEEP THEIR PRINCIPALITY, SHOULD INJURE US, AND DEPRIVE US OF WHAT IS OUR DUE, AND THIS WHILE WE HAVE BEEN STILL NOT THEIR ENEMIES, BUT THEIR FRIENDS. AND WHEREAS OBSERVATION OF COVENANTS TAKES PLACE AMONG THE BITTEREST ENEMIES, BUT AMONG FRIENDS IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY, THIS IS NOT OBSERVED AMONG THESE MEN, WHO THINK GAIN TO BE THE BEST OF ALL THINGS, LET IT BE BY ANY MEANS WHATSOEVER, AND THAT INJUSTICE IS NO HARM, IF THEY MAY BUT GET MONEY BY IT: IS IT THEREFORE A QUESTION WITH YOU, WHETHER THE UNJUST ARE TO BE PUNISHED OR NOT? WHEN GOD HIMSELF HATH DECLARED HIS MIND THAT SO IT OUGHT TO BE, AND HATH COMMANDED THAT WE EVER SHOULD HATE INJURIES AND INJUSTICE, WHICH IS NOT ONLY JUST, BUT NECESSARY, IN WARS BETWEEN SEVERAL NATIONS; FOR THESE ARABIANS HAVE DONE WHAT BOTH THE GREEKS AND BARBARIANS OWN TO BE AN INSTANCE OF THE GROSSEST WICKEDNESS, WITH REGARD TO OUR AMBASSADORS, WHICH THEY HAVE BEHEADED, WHILE THE GREEKS DECLARE THAT SUCH AMBASSADORS ARE SACRED AND INVIOLABLE. AND FOR OURSELVES, WE HAVE LEARNED FROM GOD THE MOST EXCELLENT OF OUR DOCTRINES, AND THE MOST HOLY PART OF OUR LAW, BY ANGELS OR AMBASSADORS; FOR THIS NAME BRINGS GOD TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF MANKIND, AND IS SUFFICIENT TO RECONCILE ENEMIES ONE TO ANOTHER. WHAT WICKEDNESS THEN CAN BE GREATER THAN THE SLAUGHTER OF AMBASSADORS, WHO COME TO TREAT ABOUT DOING WHAT IS RIGHT? AND WHEN SUCH HAVE BEEN THEIR ACTIONS, HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THEY CAN EITHER LIVE SECURELY IN COMMON LIFE, OR BE SUCCESSFUL IN WAR? IN MY OPINION, THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE; BUT PERHAPS SOME WILL SAY, THAT WHAT IS HOLY, AND WHAT IS RIGHTEOUS, IS INDEED ON OUR SIDE, BUT THAT THE ARABIANS ARE EITHER MORE COURAGEOUS OR MORE NUMEROUS THAN WE ARE. NOW, AS TO THIS, IN THE FIRST PLACE, IT IS NOT FIT FOR US TO SAY SO, FOR WITH WHOM IS WHAT IS RIGHTEOUS, WITH THEM IS GOD HIMSELF; NOW WHERE GOD IS, THERE IS BOTH MULTITUDE AND COURAGE. BUT TO EXAMINE OUR OWN CIRCUMSTANCES A LITTLE, WE WERE CONQUERORS IN THE FIRST BATTLE; AND WHEN WE FOUGHT AGAIN, THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO OPPOSE US, BUT RAN AWAY, AND COULD NOT ENDURE OUR ATTACKS OR OUR COURAGE; BUT WHEN WE HAD CONQUERED THEM, THEN CAME ATHENION, AND MADE WAR AGAINST US WITHOUT DECLARING IT; AND PRAY, IS THIS AN INSTANCE OF THEIR MANHOOD? OR IS IT NOT A SECOND INSTANCE OF THEIR WICKEDNESS AND TREACHERY? WHY ARE WE THEREFORE OF LESS COURAGE, ON ACCOUNT OF THAT WHICH OUGHT TO INSPIRE US WITH STRONGER HOPES? AND WHY ARE WE TERRIFIED AT THESE, WHO, WHEN THEY FIGHT UPON THE LEVEL, ARE CONTINUALLY BEATEN, AND WHEN THEY SEEM TO BE CONQUERORS, THEY GAIN IT BY WICKEDNESS? AND IF WE SUPPOSE THAT ANY ONE SHOULD DEEM THEM TO BE MEN OF REAL COURAGE, WILL NOT HE BE EXCITED BY THAT VERY CONSIDERATION TO DO HIS UTMOST AGAINST THEM? FOR TRUE VALOR IS NOT SHOWN BY FIGHTING AGAINST WEAK PERSONS, BUT IN BEING ABLE TO OVERCOME THE MOST HARDY. BUT THEN IF THE DISTRESSES WE ARE OURSELVES UNDER, AND THE MISERIES THAT HAVE COME BY THE EARTHQUAKE, HATH AFFRIGHTED ANY ONE, LET HIM CONSIDER, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THAT THIS VERY THING WILL DECEIVE THE ARABIANS, BY THEIR SUPPOSAL THAT WHAT HATH BEFALLEN US IS GREATER THAN IT REALLY IS. MOREOVER, IT IS NOT RIGHT THAT THE SAME THING THAT EMBOLDENS THEM SHOULD DISCOURAGE US; FOR THESE MEN, YOU SEE, DO NOT DERIVE THEIR ALACRITY FROM ANY ADVANTAGEOUS VIRTUE OF THEIR OWN, BUT FROM THEIR HOPE, AS TO US, THAT WE ARE QUITE CAST DOWN BY OUR MISFORTUNES; BUT WHEN WE BOLDLY MARCH AGAINST THEM, WE SHALL SOON PULL DOWN THEIR INSOLENT CONCEIT OF THEMSELVES, AND SHALL GAIN THIS BY ATTACKING THEM, THAT THEY WILL NOT BE SO INSOLENT WHEN WE COME TO THE BATTLE; FOR OUR DISTRESSES ARE NOT SO GREAT, NOR IS WHAT HATH HAPPENED ALL INDICATION OF THE ANGER OF GOD AGAINST US, AS SOME IMAGINE; FOR SUCH THINGS ARE ACCIDENTAL, AND ADVERSITIES THAT COME IN THE USUAL COURSE OF THINGS; AND IF WE ALLOW THAT THIS WAS DONE BY THE WILL OF GOD, WE MUST ALLOW THAT IT IS NOW OVER BY HIS WILL ALSO, AND THAT HE IS SATISFIED WITH WHAT HATH ALREADY HAPPENED; FOR HAD HE BEEN WILLING TO AFFLICT US STILL MORE THEREBY, HE HAD NOT CHANGED HIS MIND SO SOON. AND AS FOR THE WAR WE ARE ENGAGED IN, HE HATH HIMSELF DEMONSTRATED THAT HE IS WILLING IT SHOULD GO ON, AND THAT HE KNOWS IT TO BE A JUST WAR; FOR WHILE SOME OF THE PEOPLE IN THE COUNTRY HAVE PERISHED, ALL YOU WHO WERE IN ARMS HAVE SUFFERED NOTHING, BUT ARE ALL PRESERVED ALIVE; WHEREBY GOD MAKES IT PLAIN TO US, THAT IF YOU HAD UNIVERSALLY, WITH YOUR CHILDREN AND WIVES, BEEN IN THE ARMY, IT HAD COME TO PASS THAT YOU HAD NOT UNDERGONE ANY THING THAT WOULD HAVE MUCH HURT YOU. CONSIDER THESE THINGS, AND, WHAT IS MORE THAN ALL THE REST, THAT YOU HAVE GOD AT ALL TIMES FOR YOUR PROTECTOR; AND PROSECUTE THESE MEN WITH A JUST BRAVERY, WHO, IN POINT OF FRIENDSHIP, ARE UNJUST, IN THEIR BATTLES PERFIDIOUS, TOWARDS AMBASSADORS IMPIOUS, AND ALWAYS INFERIOR TO YOU IN VALOR." 
4. WHEN THE JEWS HEARD THIS SPEECH, THEY WERE MUCH RAISED IN THEIR MINDS, AND MORE DISPOSED TO FIGHT THAN BEFORE. SO, HEROD, WHEN HE HAD OFFERED THE SACRIFICES APPOINTED BY THE LAW MADE HASTE, AND TOOK THEM, AND LED THEM AGAINST THE ARABIANS; AND IN ORDER TO THAT PASSED OVER JORDAN, AND PITCHED HIS CAMP NEAR TO THAT OF THE ENEMY. HE ALSO THOUGHT FIT TO SEIZE UPON A CERTAIN CASTLE THAT LAY IN THE MIDST OF THEM, AS HOPING IT WOULD BE FOR HIS ADVANTAGE, AND WOULD THE SOONER PRODUCE A BATTLE; AND THAT IF THERE WERE OCCASION FOR DELAY, HE SHOULD BY IT HAVE HIS CAMP FORTIFIED; AND AS THE ARABIANS HAD THE SAME INTENTIONS UPON THAT PLACE, A CONTEST AROSE ABOUT IT; AT FIRST THEY WERE BUT SKIRMISHES, AFTER WHICH THERE CAME MORE SOLDIERS, AND IT PROVED A SORT OF FIGHT, AND SOME FELL ON BOTH SIDES, TILL THOSE OF THE ARABIAN SIDE WERE BEATEN AND RETREATED. THIS WAS NO SMALL ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE JEWS IMMEDIATELY; AND WHEN HEROD OBSERVED THAT THE ENEMY'S ARMY WAS DISPOSED TO ANY THING RATHER THAN TO COME TO AN ENGAGEMENT, HE VENTURED BOLDLY TO ATTEMPT THE BULWARK ITSELF, AND TO PULL IT TO PIECES, AND SO TO GET NEARER TO THEIR CAMP, IN ORDER TO FIGHT THEM; FOR WHEN THEY WERE FORCED OUT OF THEIR TRENCHES, THEY WENT OUT IN DISORDER, AND HAD NOT THE LEAST ALACRITY, OR HOPE OF VICTORY; YET DID THEY FIGHT HAND TO HAND, BECAUSE THEY WERE MORE IN NUMBER THAN THE JEWS, AND BECAUSE THEY WERE IN SUCH A DISPOSITION OF WAR THAT THEY WERE UNDER A NECESSITY OF COMING ON BOLDLY; SO THEY CAME TO A TERRIBLE BATTLE, WHILE NOT A FEW FELL ON EACH SIDE. HOWEVER, AT LENGTH THE ARABIANS FLED; AND SO GREAT A SLAUGHTER WAS MADE UPON THEIR BEING ROUTED, THAT THEY WERE NOT ONLY KILLED BY THEIR ENEMIES, BUT BECAME THE AUTHORS OF THEIR OWN DEATHS ALSO, AND WERE TRODDEN DOWN BY THE MULTITUDE, AND THE GREAT CURRENT OF PEOPLE IN DISORDER, AND WERE DESTROYED BY THEIR OWN ARMOR; SO FIVE THOUSAND MEN LAY DEAD UPON THE SPOT, WHILE THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE SOON RAN WITHIN THE BULWARK FOR SAFETY, BUT HAD NO FIRM HOPE OF SAFETY, BY REASON OF THEIR WANT OF NECESSARIES, AND ESPECIALLY OF WATER. THE JEWS PURSUED THEM, BUT COULD NOT GET IN WITH THEM, BUT SAT ROUND ABOUT THE BULWARK, AND WATCHED ANY ASSISTANCE THAT WOULD GET IN TO THEM, AND PREVENTED ANY THERE, THAT HAD A MIND TO IT, FROM RUNNING AWAY. 
5. WHEN THE ARABIANS WERE IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, THEY SENT AMBASSADORS TO HEROD, IN THE FIRST PLACE, TO PROPOSE TERMS OF ACCOMMODATION, AND AFTER THAT TO OFFER HIM, SO PRESSING WAS THEIR THIRST UPON THEM, TO UNDERGO WHATSOEVER HE PLEASED, IF HE WOULD FREE THEM FROM THEIR PRESENT DISTRESS; BUT HE WOULD ADMIT OF NO AMBASSADORS, OF NO PRICE OF REDEMPTION, NOR OF ANY OTHER MODERATE TERMS WHATEVER, BEING VERY DESIROUS TO REVENGE THOSE UNJUST ACTIONS WHICH THEY HAD BEEN GUILTY OF TOWARDS HIS NATION. SO THEY WERE NECESSITATED BY OTHER MOTIVES, AND PARTICULARLY BY THEIR THIRST, TO COME OUT, AND DELIVER THEMSELVES UP TO HIM, TO BE CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVES; AND IN FIVE DAYS' TIME THE NUMBER OF FOUR THOUSAND WERE TAKEN PRISONERS, WHILE ALL THE REST RESOLVED TO MAKE A SALLY UPON THEIR ENEMIES, AND TO FIGHT IT OUT WITH THEM, CHOOSING RATHER, IF SO, IT MUST BE, TO DIE THEREIN, THAN TO PERISH GRADUALLY AND INGLORIOUSLY. WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN THIS RESOLUTION, THEY CAME OUT OF THEIR TRENCHES, BUT COULD NO WAY SUSTAIN THE FIGHT, BEING TOO MUCH DISABLED, BOTH IN MIND AND BODY, AND HAVING NOT ROOM TO EXERT THEMSELVES, AND THOUGHT IT AN ADVANTAGE TO BE KILLED, AND A MISERY TO SURVIVE; SO AT THE FIRST ONSET THERE FELL ABOUT SEVEN THOUSAND OF THEM, AFTER WHICH STROKE THEY LET ALL THE COURAGE THEY HAD PUT ON BEFORE FALL, AND STOOD AMAZED AT HEROD'S WARLIKE SPIRIT UNDER HIS OWN CALAMITIES; SO FOR THE FUTURE THEY YIELDED, AND MADE HIM RULER OF THEIR NATION; WHEREUPON HE WAS GREATLY ELEVATED AT SO SEASONABLE A SUCCESS, AND RETURNED HOME, TAKING GREAT AUTHORITY UPON HIM, ON ACCOUNT OF SO BOLD AND GLORIOUS AN EXPEDITION AS HE HAD MADE.
CHAPTER 6. HOW HEROD SLEW HYRCANUS AND THEN HASTED AWAY TO CAESAR, AND OBTAINED THE KINGDOM FROM HIM ALSO; AND HOW A LITTLE TIME AFTERWARD, HE ENTERTAINED CAESAR IN A MOST HONORABLE MANNER. 
1. HEROD'S OTHER AFFAIRS WERE NOW VERY PROSPEROUS, AND HE WAS NOT TO BE EASILY ASSAULTED ON ANY SIDE. YET DID THERE COME UPON HIM A DANGER THAT WOULD HAZARD HIS ENTIRE DOMINIONS, AFTER ANTONY HAD BEEN BEATEN AT THE BATTLE OF ACTIUM BY CAESAR [OCTARIAN]; FOR AT THAT TIME BOTH HEROD'S ENEMIES AND FRIENDS DESPAIRED OF HIS AFFAIRS, FOR IT WAS NOT PROBABLE THAT HE WOULD REMAIN WITHOUT PUNISHMENT, WHO HAD SHOWED SO MUCH FRIENDSHIP FOR ANTONY. SO, IT HAPPENED THAT HIS FRIENDS DESPAIRED, AND HAD NO HOPES OF HIS ESCAPE; BUT FOR HIS ENEMIES, THEY ALL OUTWARDLY APPEARED TO BE TROUBLED AT HIS CASE, BUT WERE PRIVATELY VERY GLAD OF IT, AS HOPING TO OBTAIN A CHANGE FOR THE BETTER. AS FOR HEROD HIMSELF HE SAW THAT THERE WAS NO ONE OF ROYAL DIGNITY LEFT BUT HYRCANUS, AND THEREFORE HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE FOR HIS ADVANTAGE NOT TO SUFFER HIM TO BE AN OBSTACLE IN HIS WAY ANY LONGER; FOR THAT IN CASE HE HIMSELF SURVIVED, AND ESCAPED THE DANGER HE WAS IN, HE THOUGHT IT THE SAFEST WAY TO PUT IT OUT OF THE POWER OF SUCH A MAN TO MAKE ANY ATTEMPT AGAINST HIM, AT SUCH JUNCTURES OF AFFAIRS, AS WAS MORE WORTHY OF THE KINGDOM THAN HIMSELF; AND IN CASE HE SHOULD BE SLAIN BY CAESAR, HIS ENVY PROMPTED HIM TO DESIRE TO SLAY HIM THAT WOULD OTHERWISE BE KING AFTER HIM. 
2. WHILE HEROD HAD THESE THINGS IN HIS MIND, THERE WAS A CERTAIN OCCASION AFFORDED HIM: FOR HYRCANUS WAS OF SO MILD A TEMPER, BOTH THEN AND AT OTHER TIMES, THAT HE DESIRED NOT TO MEDDLE WITH PUBLIC AFFAIRS, NOR TO CONCERN HIMSELF WITH INNOVATIONS, BUT LEFT ALL TO FORTUNE, AND CONTENTED HIMSELF WITH WHAT THAT AFFORDED HIM: BUT ALEXANDRA [HIS DAUGHTER] WAS A LOVER OF STRIFE, AND WAS EXCEEDING DESIROUS OF A CHANGE OF THE GOVERNMENT, AND SPOKE TO HER FATHER NOT TO BEAR FOR EVER HEROD'S INJURIOUS TREATMENT OF THEIR FAMILY, BUT TO ANTICIPATE THEIR FUTURE HOPES, AS HE SAFELY MIGHT; AND DESIRED HIM TO WRITE ABOUT THESE MATTERS TO MALCHUS, WHO WAS THEN GOVERNOR OF ARABIA, TO RECEIVE THEM, AND TO SECURE THEM [FROM HEROD], FOR THAT IF THEY WENT AWAY, AND HEROD'S AFFAIRS PROVED TO BE AS IT WAS LIKELY THEY WOULD BE, BY REASON OF CAESAR'S ENMITY TO HIM, THEY SHOULD THEN BE THE ONLY PERSONS THAT COULD TAKE THE GOVERNMENT; AND THIS, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF THE ROYAL FAMILY THEY WERE OF, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THE GOOD DISPOSITION OF: THE MULTITUDE TO THEM. WHILE SHE USED THESE PERSUASIONS, HYRCANUS PUT OFF HER SUIT; BUT AS SHE SHOWED THAT SHE WAS A WOMAN, AND A CONTENTIOUS WOMAN TOO, AND WOULD NOT DESIST EITHER NIGHT OR DAY, BUT WOULD ALWAYS BE SPEAKING TO HIM ABOUT THESE MATTERS, AND ABOUT HEROD'S TREACHEROUS DESIGNS, SHE AT LAST PREVAILED WITH HIM TO INTRUST DOSITHEUS, ONE OF HIS FRIENDS, WITH A LETTER, WHEREIN HIS RESOLUTION WAS DECLARED; AND HE DESIRED THE ARABIAN GOVERNOR TO SEND TO HIM SOME HORSEMEN, WHO SHOULD RECEIVE HIM, AND CONDUCT HIM TO THE LAKE ASPHALTITES, WHICH IS FROM THE BOUNDS OF JERUSALEM THREE HUNDRED FURLONGS: AND HE DID THEREFORE TRUST DOSITHEUS WITH THIS LETTER, BECAUSE HE WAS A CAREFUL ATTENDANT ON HIM, AND ON ALEXANDRA, AND HAD NO SMALL OCCASIONS TO BEAR ILL-WILL TO HEROD; FOR HE WAS A KINSMAN OF ONE JOSEPH, WHOM HE HAD SLAIN, AND A BROTHER OF THOSE THAT WERE FORMERLY SLAIN AT TYRE BY ANTONY: YET COULD NOT THESE MOTIVES INDUCE DOSITHEUS TO SERVE HYRCANUS IN THIS AFFAIR; FOR, PREFERRING THE HOPES HE HAD FROM THE PRESENT KING TO THOSE HE HAD FROM HIM, HE GAVE HEROD THE LETTER. SO, HE TOOK HIS KINDNESS IN GOOD PART, AND BID HIM BESIDES DO WHAT HE HAD ALREADY DONE, THAT IS, GO ON IN SERVING HIM, BY ROLLING UP THE EPISTLE AND SEALING IT AGAIN, AND DELIVERING IT TO MALCHUS, AND THEN TO BRING BACK HIS LETTER IN ANSWER TO IT; FOR IT WOULD BE MUCH BETTER IF HE COULD KNOW MALCHUS'S INTENTIONS ALSO. AND WHEN DOSITHEUS WAS VERY READY TO SERVE HIM IN THIS POINT ALSO, THE ARABIAN GOVERNOR RETURNED BACK FOR ANSWER, THAT HE WOULD RECEIVE HYRCANUS, AND ALL THAT SHOULD COME WITH HIM, AND EVEN ALL THE JEWS THAT WERE OF HIS PARTY; THAT HE WOULD, MOREOVER, SEND FORCES SUFFICIENT TO SECURE THEM IN THEIR JOURNEY; AND THAT HE SHOULD BE IN NO WANT OF ANY THING HE SHOULD DESIRE. NOW AS SOON AS HEROD HAD RECEIVED THIS LETTER, HE IMMEDIATELY SENT FOR HYRCANUS, AND QUESTIONED HIM ABOUT THE LEAGUE HE HAD MADE WITH MALCHUS; AND WHEN HE DENIED IT, HE SHOWED HIS LETTER TO THE SANHEDRIM, AND PUT THE MAN TO DEATH IMMEDIATELY. 
3. AND THIS ACCOUNT WE GIVE THE READER, AS IT IS CONTAINED IN THE COMMENTARIES OF KING HEROD: BUT OTHER HISTORIANS DO NOT AGREE WITH THEM, FOR THEY SUPPOSE THAT HEROD DID NOT FIND, BUT RATHER MAKE, THIS AN OCCASION FOR THUS PUTTING HIM TO DEATH, AND THAT BY TREACHEROUSLY LAYING A SNARE FOR HIM; FOR THUS DO THEY WRITE: THAT HEROD AND HE WERE ONCE AT A TREAT, AND THAT HEROD HAD GIVEN NO OCCASION TO SUSPECT [THAT HE WAS DISPLEASED AT HIM], BUT PUT THIS QUESTION TO HYRCANUS, WHETHER HE HAD RECEIVED ANY LETTERS FROM MALCHUS? AND WHEN HE ANSWERED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED LETTERS, BUT THOSE OF SALUTATION ONLY; AND WHEN HE ASKED FURTHER, WHETHER HE HAD NOT RECEIVED ANY PRESENTS FROM HIM? AND WHEN HE HAD REPLIED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED NO MORE THAN FOUR HORSES TO RIDE ON, WHICH MALCHUS HAD SENT HIM; THEY PRETENDED THAT HEROD CHARGED THESE UPON HIM AS THE CRIMES OF BRIBERY AND TREASON, AND GAVE ORDER THAT HE SHOULD BE LED AWAY AND SLAIN. AND IN ORDER TO DEMONSTRATE THAT HE HAD BEEN GUILTY OF NO OFFENSE, WHEN HE WAS THUS BROUGHT TO HIS END, THEY ALLEGED HOW MILD HIS TEMPER HAD BEEN, AND THAT EVEN IN HIS YOUTH HE HAD NEVER GIVEN ANY DEMONSTRATION OF BOLDNESS OR RASHNESS, AND THAT THE CASE WAS THE SAME WHEN HE CAME TO BE KING, BUT THAT HE EVEN THEN COMMITTED THE MANAGEMENT OF THE GREATEST PART OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS TO ANTIPATER; AND THAT HE WAS NOW ABOVE FOURSCORE YEARS OLD, AND KNEW THAT HEROD'S GOVERNMENT WAS IN A SECURE STATE. HE ALSO CAME OVER EUPHRATES, AND LEFT THOSE WHO GREATLY HONORED HIM BEYOND THAT RIVER, THOUGH HE WERE TO BE ENTIRELY UNDER HEROD'S GOVERNMENT; AND THAT IT WAS A MOST INCREDIBLE THING THAT HE SHOULD ENTERPRISE ANY THING BY WAY OF INNOVATION, AND NOT AT ALL AGREEABLE TO HIS TEMPER, BUT THAT THIS WAS A PLOT OF HEROD'S CONTRIVANCE. 
4. AND THIS WAS THE FATE OF HYRCANUS; AND THUS, DID HE END HIS LIFE, AFTER HE HAD ENDURED VARIOUS AND MANIFOLD TURNS OF FORTUNE IN HIS LIFETIME. FOR HE WAS MADE HIGH PRIEST OF THE JEWISH NATION IN THE BEGINNING OF HIS MOTHER ALEXANDRA'S REIGN, WHO HELD THE GOVERNMENT NINE YEARS; AND WHEN, AFTER HIS MOTHER'S DEATH, HE TOOK THE KINGDOM HIMSELF, AND HELD IT THREE MONTHS, HE LOST IT, BY THE MEANS OF HIS BROTHER ARISTOBULUS. HE WAS THEN RESTORED BY POMPEY, AND RECEIVED ALL SORTS OF HONOR FROM HIM, AND ENJOYED THEM FORTY YEARS; BUT WHEN HE WAS AGAIN DEPRIVED BY ANTIGONUS, AND WAS MAIMED IN HIS BODY, HE WAS MADE A CAPTIVE BY THE PARTHIANS, AND THENCE RETURNED HOME AGAIN AFTER SOME TIME, ON ACCOUNT OF THE HOPES THAT HEROD HAD GIVEN HIM; NONE OF WHICH CAME TO PASS ACCORDING TO HIS EXPECTATION, BUT HE STILL CONFLICTED WITH MANY MISFORTUNES THROUGH THE WHOLE COURSE OF HIS LIFE; AND, WHAT WAS THE HEAVIEST CALAMITY OF ALL, AS WE HAVE RELATED ALREADY, HE CAME TO AN END WHICH WAS UNDESERVED BY HIM. HIS CHARACTER APPEARED TO BE THAT OF A MAN OF A MILD AND MODERATE DISPOSITION, AND SUFFERED THE ADMINISTRATION OF AFFAIRS TO BE GENERALLY DONE BY OTHERS UNDER HIM. HE WAS AVERSE TO MUCH MEDDLING WITH THE PUBLIC, NOR HAD SHREWDNESS ENOUGH TO GOVERN A KINGDOM. AND BOTH ANTIPATER AND HEROD CAME TO THEIR GREATNESS BY REASON OF HIS MILDNESS; AND AT LAST HE MET WITH SUCH AN END FROM THEM AS WAS NOT AGREEABLE EITHER TO JUSTICE OR PIETY. 
5. NOW HEROD, AS SOON AS HE HAD PUT HYRCANUS OUT OF THE WAY, MADE HASTE TO CAESAR; AND BECAUSE HE COULD NOT HAVE ANY HOPES OF KINDNESS FROM HIM, ON ACCOUNT OF THE FRIENDSHIP HE HAD FOR ANTONY, HE HAD A SUSPICION OF ALEXANDRA, LEST SHE SHOULD TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO BRING THE MULTITUDE TO A REVOLT, AND INTRODUCE A SEDITION INTO THE AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM; SO, HE COMMITTED THE CARE OF EVERY THING TO HIS BROTHER PHERORAS, AND PLACED HIS MOTHER CYPROS, AND HIS SISTER [SALOME], AND THE WHOLE FAMILY AT MASADA, AND GAVE HIM A CHARGE, THAT IF HE SHOULD HEAR ANY SAD NEWS ABOUT HIM, HE SHOULD TAKE CARE OF THE GOVERNMENT. BUT AS TO MARIAMNE HIS WIFE, BECAUSE OF THE MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN HER AND HIS SISTER, AND HIS SISTER'S MOTHER, WHICH MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO LIVE TOGETHER, HE PLACED HER AT ALEXANDRIUM, WITH ALEXANDRA HER MOTHER, AND LEFT HIS TREASURER JOSEPH AND SOHEMUS OF ITUREA TO TAKE CARE OF THAT FORTRESS. THESE TWO HAD BEEN VERY FAITHFUL TO HIM FROM THE BEGINNING, AND WERE NOW LEFT AS A GUARD TO THE WOMEN. THEY ALSO HAD IT IN CHARGE, THAT IF THEY SHOULD HEAR ANY MISCHIEF HAD BEFALLEN HIM, THEY SHOULD KILL THEM BOTH, AND, AS FAR AS THEY WERE ABLE, TO PRESERVE THE KINGDOM FOR HIS SONS, AND FOR HIS BROTHER PHERORAS. 
6. WHEN HE HAD GIVEN THEM THIS CHARGE, HE MADE HASTE TO RHODES, TO MEET CAESAR; AND WHEN HE HAD SAILED TO THAT CITY, HE TOOK OFF HIS DIADEM, BUT REMITTED NOTHING ELSE OF HIS USUAL DIGNITY. AND WHEN, UPON HIS MEETING HIM, HE DESIRED THAT HE WOULD LET HIM SPEAK TO HIM, HE THEREIN EXHIBITED A MUCH MORE NOBLE SPECIMEN OF A GREAT SOUL; FOR HE DID NOT BETAKE HIMSELF TO SUPPLICATIONS, AS MEN USUALLY DO UPON SUCH OCCASIONS, NOR OFFERED HIM ANY PETITION, AS IF HE WERE AN OFFENDER; BUT, AFTER AN UNDAUNTED MANNER, GAVE AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT HE HAD DONE; FOR HE SPOKE THUS TO CAESAR: THAT HE HAD THE GREATEST FRIENDSHIP FOR ANTONY, AND DID EVERY THING HE COULD THAT HE MIGHT ATTAIN THE GOVERNMENT; THAT HE WAS NOT INDEED IN THE ARMY WITH HIM, BECAUSE THE ARABIANS HAD DIVERTED HIM; BUT THAT HE HAD SENT HIM BOTH MONEY AND CORN, WHICH WAS BUT TOO LITTLE IN COMPARISON OF WHAT HE OUGHT TO HAVE DONE FOR HIM; "FOR IF A MAN OWNS HIMSELF TO BE ANOTHER'S FRIEND, AND KNOWS HIM TO BE A BENEFACTOR, HE IS OBLIGED TO HAZARD EVERY THING, TO USE EVERY FACULTY OF HIS SOUL, EVERY MEMBER OF HIS BODY, AND ALL THE WEALTH HE HATH, FOR HIM, IN WHICH I CONFESS I HAVE BEEN TOO DEFICIENT. HOWEVER, I AM CONSCIOUS TO MYSELF, THAT SO FAR I HAVE DONE RIGHT, THAT I HAVE NOT DESERTED HIM UPON HIS DEFEAT AT ACTIUM; NOR UPON THE EVIDENT CHANGE OF HIS FORTUNE HAVE I TRANSFERRED MY HOPES FROM HIM TO ANOTHER, BUT HAVE PRESERVED MYSELF, THOUGH NOT AS A VALUABLE FELLOW SOLDIER, YET CERTAINLY AS A FAITHFUL COUNSELOR, TO ANTONY, WHEN I DEMONSTRATED TO HIM THAT THE ONLY WAY THAT HE HAD TO SAVE HIMSELF, AND NOT TO LOSE ALL HIS AUTHORITY, WAS TO SLAY CLEOPATRA; FOR WHEN SHE WAS ONCE DEAD, THERE WOULD BE ROOM FOR HIM TO RETAIN HIS AUTHORITY, AND RATHER TO BRING THEE TO MAKE A COMPOSITION WITH HIM, THAN TO CONTINUE AT ENMITY ANY LONGER. NONE OF WHICH ADVISES WOULD HE ATTEND TO, BUT PREFERRED HIS OWN RASH RESOLUTION BEFORE THEM, WHICH HAVE HAPPENED UNPROFITABLY FOR HIM, BUT PROFITABLY FOR THEE. NOW, THEREFORE, IN CASE THOU DETERMINEST ABOUT ME, AND MY ALACRITY IN SERVING ANTONY, ACCORDING TO THY ANGER AT HIM, I OWN THERE IS NO ROOM FOR ME TO DENY WHAT I HAVE DONE, NOR WILL I BE ASHAMED TO OWN, AND THAT PUBLICLY TOO, THAT I HAD A GREAT KINDNESS FOR HIM. BUT IF THOU WILT PUT HIM OUT OF THE CASE, AND ONLY EXAMINE HOW I BEHAVE MYSELF TO MY BENEFACTORS IN GENERAL, AND WHAT SORT OF FRIEND I AM, THOU WILT FIND BY EXPERIENCE THAT WE SHALL DO AND BE THE SAME TO THYSELF, FOR IT IS BUT CHANGING THE NAMES, AND THE FIRMNESS OF FRIENDSHIP THAT WE SHALL BEAR TO THEE WILL NOT BE DISAPPROVED BY THEE." 
7. BY THIS SPEECH, AND BY HIS BEHAVIOR, WHICH SHOWED CAESAR THE FRANKNESS OF HIS MIND, HE GREATLY GAINED UPON HIM, WHO WAS HIMSELF OF A GENEROUS AND MAGNIFICENT TEMPER, INSOMUCH THAT THOSE VERY ACTIONS, WHICH WERE THE FOUNDATION OF THE ACCUSATION AGAINST HIM, PROCURED HIM CAESAR'S GOOD-WILL. ACCORDINGLY, HE RESTORED HIM HIS DIADEM AGAIN; AND ENCOURAGED HIM TO EXHIBIT HIMSELF AS GREAT A FRIEND TO HIMSELF AS HE HAD BEEN TO ANTONY, AND THEN HAD HIM IN GREAT ESTEEM. MOREOVER, HE ADDED THIS, THAT QUINTUS DIDIUS HAD WRITTEN TO HIM THAT HEROD HAD VERY READILY ASSISTED HIM IN THE AFFAIR OF THE GLADIATORS. SO WHEN HE HAD OBTAINED SUCH A KIND RECEPTION, AND HAD, BEYOND ALL HIS HOPES, PROCURED HIS CROWN TO BE MORE ENTIRELY AND FIRMLY SETTLED UPON HIM THAN EVER BY CAESAR'S DONATION, AS WELL AS BY THAT DECREE OF THE ROMANS, WHICH CAESAR TOOK CARE TO PROCURE FOR HIS GREATER SECURITY, HE CONDUCTED CAESAR ON HIS WAY TO EGYPT, AND MADE PRESENTS, EVEN BEYOND HIS ABILITY, TO BOTH HIM AND HIS FRIENDS, AND IN GENERAL BEHAVED HIMSELF WITH GREAT MAGNANIMITY. HE ALSO DESIRED THAT CAESAR WOULD NOT PUT TO DEATH ONE ALEXANDER, WHO HAD BEEN A COMPANION OF ANTONY; BUT CAESAR HAD SWORN TO PUT HIM TO DEATH, AND SO HE COULD NOT OBTAIN THAT HIS PETITION. AND NOW HE RETURNED TO JUDEA AGAIN WITH GREATER HONOR AND ASSURANCE THAN EVER, AND AFFRIGHTED THOSE THAT HAD EXPECTATIONS TO THE CONTRARY, AS STILL ACQUIRING FROM HIS VERY DANGERS, GREATER SPLENDOR THAN BEFORE, BY THE FAVOR OF GOD TO HIM. SO, HE PREPARED FOR THE RECEPTION OF CAESAR, AS HE WAS GOING OUT OF SYRIA TO INVADE EGYPT; AND WHEN HE CAME, HE ENTERTAINED HIM AT PTOLEMAIS WITH ALL ROYAL MAGNIFICENCE. HE ALSO BESTOWED PRESENTS ON THE ARMY, AND BROUGHT THEM PROVISIONS IN ABUNDANCE. HE ALSO PROVED TO BE ONE OF CAESAR'S MOST CORDIAL FRIENDS, AND PUT THE ARMY IN ARRAY, AND RODE ALONG WITH CAESAR, AND HAD A HUNDRED AND FIFTY MEN, WELL APPOINTED IN ALL RESPECTS, AFTER A RICH AND SUMPTUOUS MANNER, FOR THE BETTER RECEPTION OF HIM AND HIS FRIENDS. HE ALSO PROVIDED THEM WITH WHAT THEY SHOULD WANT, AS THEY PASSED OVER THE DRY DESERT, INSOMUCH THAT THEY LACKED NEITHER WINE NOR WATER, WHICH LAST THE SOLDIERS STOOD IN THE GREATEST NEED OF; AND BESIDES, HE PRESENTED CAESAR WITH EIGHT HUNDRED TALENTS, AND PROCURED TO HIMSELF THE GOOD-WILL OF THEM ALL, BECAUSE HE WAS ASSISTING TO THEM IN A MUCH GREATER AND MORE SPLENDID DEGREE THAN THE KINGDOM HE HAD OBTAINED COULD AFFORD; BY WHICH MEANS HE MORE AND MORE DEMONSTRATED TO CAESAR THE FIRMNESS OF HIS FRIENDSHIP, AND HIS READINESS TO ASSIST HIM; AND WHAT WAS OF THE GREATEST ADVANTAGE TO HIM WAS THIS, THAT HIS LIBERALITY CAME AT A SEASONABLE TIME ALSO. AND WHEN THEY RETURNED AGAIN OUT OF EGYPT, HIS ASSISTANCES WERE NO WAY INFERIOR TO THE GOOD OFFICES HE HAD FORMERLY DONE THEM.
CHAPTER 7. HOW HEROD SLEW SOHEMUS AND MARIAMNE AND AFTERWARD ALEXANDRA AND COSTOBARUS, AND HIS MOST INTIMATE FRIENDS, AND AT LAST THE SONS OF BABBAS ALSO. 
1. HOWEVER, WHEN HE CAME INTO HIS KINGDOM AGAIN, HE FOUND HIS HOUSE ALL IN DISORDER, AND HIS WIFE MARIAMNE AND HER MOTHER ALEXANDRA VERY UNEASY; FOR AS THEY SUPPOSED (WHAT WAS EASY TO BE SUPPOSED) THAT THEY WERE NOT PUT INTO THAT FORTRESS [ALEXANDRIUM] FOR THE SECURITY OF THEIR PERSONS, BUT AS INTO A GARRISON FOR THEIR IMPRISONMENT, AND THAT THEY HAD NO POWER OVER ANY THING, EITHER OF OTHERS OR OF THEIR OWN AFFAIRS, THEY WERE VERY UNEASY; AND MARIAMNE SUPPOSING THAT THE KING'S LOVE TO HER WAS BUT HYPOCRITICAL, AND RATHER PRETENDED (AS ADVANTAGEOUS TO HIMSELF) THAN REAL, SHE LOOKED UPON IT AS FALLACIOUS. SHE ALSO WAS GRIEVED THAT HE WOULD NOT ALLOW HER ANY HOPES OF SURVIVING HIM, IF HE SHOULD COME TO ANY HARM HIMSELF. SHE ALSO RECOLLECTED WHAT COMMANDS HE HAD FORMERLY GIVEN TO JOSEPH, INSOMUCH THAT SHE ENDEAVORED TO PLEASE HER KEEPERS, AND ESPECIALLY SOHEMUS, AS WELL APPRIZED HOW ALL WAS IN HIS POWER. AND AT THE FIRST SOHEMUS WAS FAITHFUL TO HEROD, AND NEGLECTED NONE OF THE THINGS HE HAD GIVEN HIM IN CHARGE; BUT WHEN THE WOMEN, BY KIND WORDS AND LIBERAL PRESENTS, HAD GAINED HIS AFFECTIONS OVER TO THEM, HE WAS BY DEGREES OVERCOME, AND AT LENGTH DISCOVERED TO THEM ALL THE KING'S INJUNCTIONS, AND THIS ON THAT ACCOUNT PRINCIPALLY, THAT HE DID NOT SO MUCH AS HOPE HE WOULD COME BACK WITH THE SAME AUTHORITY HE HAD BEFORE; SO THAT HE THOUGHT HE SHOULD BOTH ESCAPE ANY DANGER FROM HIM, MID SUPPOSED THAT HE DID HEREBY MUCH GRATIFY THE WOMEN, WHO WERE LIKELY NOT TO BE OVERLOOKED IN THE SETTLING OF THE GOVERNMENT; NAY, THAT THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO MAKE HIM ABUNDANT RECOMPENSE, SINCE THEY MUST EITHER REIGN THEMSELVES, OR BE VERY NEAR TO HIM THAT SHOULD REIGN. HE HAD A FURTHER GROUND OF HOPE ALSO, THAT THOUGH HEROD SHOULD HAVE ALL THE SUCCESS HE COULD WISH FOR, AND SHOULD RETURN AGAIN, HE COULD NOT CONTRADICT HIS WIFE IN WHAT SHE DESIRED, FOR HE KNEW THAT THE KING'S FONDNESS FOR HIS WIFE WAS INEXPRESSIBLE. THESE WERE THE MOTIVES THAT DREW SOHEMUS TO DISCOVER WHAT INJUNCTIONS HAD BEEN GIVEN HIM. SO MARIAMNE WAS GREATLY DISPLEASED TO HEAR THAT THERE WAS NO END OF THE DANGERS SHE WAS UNDER FROM HEROD, AND WAS GREATLY UNEASY AT IT, AND WISHED THAT HE MIGHT OBTAIN NO FAVORS [FROM CAESAR], AND ESTEEMED IT ALMOST AN INSUPPORTABLE TASK TO LIVE WITH HIM ANY LONGER; AND THIS SHE AFTERWARD OPENLY DECLARED, WITHOUT CONCEALING HER RESENTMENT. 
2. AND NOW HEROD SAILED HOME WITH JOY, AT THE UNEXPECTED GOOD SUCCESS HE HAD HAD; AND WENT FIRST OF ALL, AS WAS PROPER, TO THIS HIS WIFE, AND TOLD HER, AND HER ONLY, THE GOOD NEWS, AS PREFERRING HER BEFORE THE REST, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS FONDNESS FOR HER, AND THE INTIMACY THERE HAD BEEN BETWEEN THEM, AND SALUTED HER; BUT SO IT HAPPENED, THAT AS HE TOLD HER OF THE GOOD SUCCESS HE HAD HAD, SHE WAS SO FAR FROM REJOICING AT IT, THAT SHE RATHER WAS SORRY FOR IT; NOR WAS SHE ABLE TO CONCEAL HER RESENTMENTS, BUT, DEPENDING ON HER DIGNITY, AND THE NOBILITY OF HER BIRTH, IN RETURN FOR HIS SALUTATIONS, SHE GAVE A GROAN, AND DECLARED EVIDENTLY THAT SHE RATHER GRIEVED THAN REJOICED AT HIS SUCCESS, AND THIS TILL HEROD WAS DISTURBED AT HER, AS AFFORDING HIM, NOT ONLY MARKS OF HER SUSPICION, BUT EVIDENT SIGNS OF HER DISSATISFACTION. THIS MUCH TROUBLED HIM, TO SEE THAT THIS SURPRISING HATRED OF HIS WIFE TO HIM WAS NOT CONCEALED, BUT OPEN; AND HE TOOK THIS SO ILL, AND YET WAS SO UNABLE TO BEAR IT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE FONDNESS HE HAD FOR HER, THAT HE COULD NOT CONTINUE LONG IN ANY ONE MIND, BUT SOMETIMES WAS ANGRY AT HER, AND SOMETIMES RECONCILED HIMSELF TO HER; BUT BY ALWAYS CHANGING ONE PASSION FOR ANOTHER, HE WAS STILL IN GREAT UNCERTAINTY, AND THUS WAS HE ENTANGLED BETWEEN HATRED AND LOVE, AND WAS FREQUENTLY DISPOSED TO INFLICT PUNISHMENT ON HER FOR HER INSOLENCE TOWARDS HIM; BUT BEING DEEPLY IN LOVE WITH HER IN HIS SOUL, HE WAS NOT ABLE TO GET QUIT OF THIS WOMAN. IN SHORT, AS HE WOULD GLADLY HAVE HER PUNISHED, SO WAS HE AFRAID LEST, ERE HE, WERE AWARE, HE SHOULD, BY PUTTING HER TO DEATH, BRING A HEAVIER PUNISHMENT UPON HIMSELF AT THE SAME TIME. 
3. WHEN HEROD'S SISTER AND MOTHER PERCEIVED THAT HE WAS IN THIS TEMPER WITH REGARD TO MARIAMNE THEY THOUGHT THEY HAD NOW GOT AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY TO EXERCISE THEIR HATRED AGAINST HER AND PROVOKED HEROD TO WRATH BY TELLING HIM, SUCH LONG STORIES AND CALUMNIES ABOUT HER, AS MIGHT AT ONCE EXCITE HIS HATRED AND HIS JEALOUSY. NOW, THOUGH HE WILLINGLY ENOUGH HEARD THEIR WORDS, YET HAD NOT HE COURAGE ENOUGH TO DO ANY THING TO HER AS IF HE BELIEVED THEM; BUT STILL HE BECAME WORSE AND WORSE DISPOSED TO HER, AND THESE ILL PASSIONS WERE MORE AND MORE INFLAMED ON BOTH SIDES, WHILE SHE DID NOT HIDE HER DISPOSITION TOWARDS HIM, AND HE TURNED HIS LOVE TO HER INTO WRATH AGAINST HER. BUT WHEN HE WAS JUST GOING TO PUT THIS MATTER PAST ALL REMEDY, HE HEARD THE NEWS THAT CAESAR WAS THE VICTOR IN THE WAR, AND THAT ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA WERE BOTH DEAD, AND THAT HE HAD CONQUERED EGYPT; WHEREUPON HE MADE HASTE TO GO TO MEET CAESAR, AND LEFT THE AFFAIRS OF HIS FAMILY IN THEIR PRESENT STATE. HOWEVER, MARIAMNE RECOMMENDED SOHEMUS TO HIM, AS HE WAS SETTING OUT ON HIS JOURNEY, AND PROFESSED THAT SHE OWED HIM THANKS FOR THE CARE HE HAD TAKEN OF HER, AND ASKED OF THE KING FOR HIM A PLACE IN THE GOVERNMENT; UPON WHICH AN HONORABLE EMPLOYMENT WAS BESTOWED UPON HIM ACCORDINGLY. NOW WHEN HEROD WAS COME INTO EGYPT, HE WAS INTRODUCED TO CAESAR WITH GREAT FREEDOM, AS ALREADY A FRIEND OF HIS, AND RECEIVED VERY GREAT FAVORS FROM HIM; FOR HE MADE HIM A PRESENT OF THOSE FOUR HUNDRED GALATIANS WHO HAD BEEN CLEOPATRA'S GUARDS, AND RESTORED THAT COUNTRY TO HIM AGAIN, WHICH, BY HER MEANS, HAD BEEN TAKEN AWAY FROM HIM. HE ALSO ADDED TO HIS KINGDOM GADARA, HIPPOS, AND SAMARIA; AND, BESIDES THOSE, THE MARITIME CITIES, GAZA, AND ANTHEDON, AND JOPPA, AND STRATO'S TOWER. 
4. UPON THESE NEW ACQUISITIONS, HE GREW MORE MAGNIFICENT, AND CONDUCTED CAESAR AS FAR AS ANTIOCH; BUT UPON HIS RETURN, AS MUCH AS HIS PROSPERITY WAS AUGMENTED BY THE FOREIGN ADDITIONS THAT HAD BEEN MADE HIM, SO MUCH THE GREATER WERE THE DISTRESSES THAT CAME UPON HIM IN HIS OWN FAMILY, AND CHIEFLY IN THE AFFAIR OF HIS WIFE, WHEREIN HE FORMERLY APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN MOST OF ALL FORTUNATE; FOR THE AFFECTION HE HAD FOR MARIAMNE WAS NO WAY INFERIOR TO THE AFFECTIONS OF SUCH AS ARE ON THAT ACCOUNT CELEBRATED IN HISTORY, AND THIS VERY JUSTLY. AS FOR HER, SHE WAS IN OTHER RESPECTS A CHASTE WOMAN, AND FAITHFUL TO HIM; YET HAD SHE SOMEWHAT OF A WOMAN ROUGH BY NATURE, AND TREATED HER HUSBAND IMPERIOUSLY ENOUGH, BECAUSE SHE SAW HE WAS SO FOND OF HER AS TO BE ENSLAVED TO HER. SHE DID NOT ALSO CONSIDER SEASONABLY WITH HERSELF THAT SHE LIVED UNDER A MONARCHY, AND THAT SHE WAS AT ANOTHER'S DISPOSAL, AND ACCORDINGLY WOULD BEHAVE HERSELF AFTER A SAUCY MANNER TO HIM, WHICH YET HE USUALLY PUT OFF IN A JESTING WAY, AND BORE WITH MODERATION AND GOOD TEMPER. SHE WOULD ALSO EXPOSE HIS MOTHER AND HIS SISTER OPENLY, ON ACCOUNT OF THE MEANNESS OF THEIR BIRTH, AND WOULD SPEAK UNKINDLY OF THEM, INSOMUCH THAT THERE WAS BEFORE THIS A DISAGREEMENT AND UNPARDONABLE HATRED AMONG THE WOMEN, AND IT WAS NOW COME TO GREATER REPROACHES OF ONE ANOTHER THAN FORMERLY, WHICH SUSPICIONS INCREASED, AND LASTED A WHOLE YEAR AFTER HEROD RETURNED FROM CAESAR. HOWEVER, THESE MISFORTUNES, WHICH HAD BEEN KEPT UNDER SOME DECENCY FOR A GREAT WHILE, BURST OUT ALL AT ONCE UPON SUCH AN OCCASION AS WAS NOW OFFERED; FOR AS THE KING WAS ONE DAY ABOUT NOON LAIN DOWN ON HIS BED TO REST HIM, HE CALLED FOR MARIAMNE, OUT OF THE GREAT AFFECTION HE HAD ALWAYS FOR HER. SHE CAME IN ACCORDINGLY, BUT WOULD NOT LIE DOWN BY HIM; AND WHEN HE WAS VERY DESIROUS OF HER COMPANY, SHE SHOWED HER CONTEMPT OF HIM; AND ADDED, BY WAY OF REPROACH, THAT HE HAD CAUSED HER FATHER AND HER BROTHER TO BE SLAIN. AND WHEN HE TOOK THIS INJURY VERY UNKINDLY, AND WAS READY TO USE VIOLENCE TO HER, IN A PRECIPITATE MANNER, THE KING'S SISTER SALOME, OBSERVING THAT HE WAS MORE THAN ORDINARILY DISTURBED, SENT IN TO THE KING HIS CUP-BEARER, WHO HAD BEEN PREPARED LONG BEFOREHAND FOR SUCH A DESIGN, AND BID HIM TELL THE KING HOW MARIAMNE HAD PERSUADED HIM TO GIVE HIS ASSISTANCE IN PREPARING A LOVE POTION FOR HIM; AND IF HE APPEARED TO BE GREATLY CONCERNED, AND TO ASK WHAT THAT LOVE POTION WAS, TO TELL HIM THAT SHE HAD THE POTION, AND THAT HE WAS DESIRED ONLY TO GIVE IT HIM; BUT THAT IN CASE HE DID NOT APPEAR TO BE MUCH CONCERNED AT THIS POTION, TO LET THE THING DROP; AND THAT IF HE DID SO, NO HARM SHOULD THEREBY COME TO HIM. WHEN SHE HAD GIVEN HIM THESE INSTRUCTIONS, SHE SENT HIM IN AT THIS TIME TO MAKE SUCH A SPEECH. SO, HE WENT IN, AFTER A COMPOSED MANNER, TO GAIN CREDIT TO WHAT HE SHOULD SAY, AND YET SOMEWHAT HASTILY, AND SAID THAT MARIAMNE HAD GIVEN HIM PRESENTS, AND PERSUADED HIM TO GIVE HIM A LOVE POTION. AND WHEN THIS MOVED THE KING, HE SAID THAT THIS LOVE POTION WAS A COMPOSITION THAT SHE HAD GIVEN HIM, WHOSE EFFECTS HE DID NOT KNOW, WHICH WAS THE REASON OF HIS RESOLVING TO GIVE HIM THIS INFORMATION, AS THE SAFEST COURSE HE COULD TAKE, BOTH FOR HIMSELF AND FOR THE KING. WHEN HEROD HEARD WHAT HE SAID, AND WAS IN AN ILL DISPOSITION BEFORE, HIS INDIGNATION GREW MORE VIOLENT; AND HE ORDERED THAT EUNUCH OF MARIAMNE, WHO WAS MOST FAITHFUL TO HER, TO BE BROUGHT TO TORTURE ABOUT THIS POTION, AS WELL KNOWING IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE THAT ANY THING SMALL OR GREAT COULD BE DONE WITHOUT HIM. AND WHEN THE MAN WAS UNDER THE UTMOST AGONIES, HE COULD SAY NOTHING CONCERNING THE THING HE WAS TORTURED ABOUT, BUT SO FAR, HE KNEW, THAT MARIAMNE'S HATRED AGAINST HIM WAS OCCASIONED BY SOMEWHAT THAT SOHEMUS HAD SAID TO HER. NOW AS HE WAS SAYING THIS, HEROD CRIED OUT ALOUD, AND SAID THAT SOHEMUS, WHO HAD BEEN AT ALL OTHER TIMES MOST FAITHFUL TO HIM, AND TO HIS GOVERNMENT, WOULD NOT HAVE BETRAYED WHAT INJUNCTIONS HE HAD GIVEN HIM, UNLESS HE HAD HAD A NEARER CONVERSATION THAN ORDINARY WITH MARIAMNE. SO, HE GAVE ORDER THAT SOHEMUS SHOULD BE SEIZED ON AND SLAIN IMMEDIATELY; BUT HE ALLOWED HIS WIFE TO TAKE HER TRIAL; AND GOT TOGETHER THOSE THAT WERE MOST FAITHFUL TO HIM, AND LAID AN ELABORATE ACCUSATION AGAINST HER FOR THIS LOVE POTION AND COMPOSITION, WHICH HAD BEEN CHARGED UPON HER BY WAY OF CALUMNY ONLY. HOWEVER, HE KEPT NO TEMPER IN WHAT HE SAID, AND WAS IN TOO GREAT A PASSION FOR JUDGING WELL ABOUT THIS MATTER. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN THE COURT WAS AT LENGTH SATISFIED THAT HE WAS SO RESOLVED, THEY PASSED THE SENTENCE OF DEATH UPON HER; BUT WHEN THE SENTENCE WAS PASSED UPON HER, THIS TEMPER WAS SUGGESTED BY HIMSELF, AND BY SOME OTHERS OF THE COURT, THAT SHE SHOULD NOT BE THUS HASTILY PUT TO DEATH, BUT BE LAID IN PRISON IN ONE OF THE FORTRESSES BELONGING TO THE KINGDOM: BUT SALOME AND HER PARTY LABORED HARD TO HAVE THE WOMAN PUT TO DEATH; AND THEY PREVAILED WITH THE KING TO DO SO, AND ADVISED THIS OUT OF CAUTION, LEST THE MULTITUDE SHOULD BE TUMULTUOUS IF SHE WERE SUFFERED TO LIVE; AND THUS, WAS MARIAMNE LED TO EXECUTION. 
5. WHEN ALEXANDRA OBSERVED HOW THINGS WENT, AND THAT THERE WERE SMALL HOPES THAT SHE HERSELF SHOULD ESCAPE THE LIKE TREATMENT FROM HEROD, SHE CHANGED HER BEHAVIOR TO QUITE THE REVERSE OF WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN EXPECTED FROM HER FORMER BOLDNESS, AND THIS AFTER A VERY INDECENT MANNER; FOR OUT OF HER DESIRE TO SHOW HOW ENTIRELY IGNORANT SHE WAS OF THE CRIMES LAID AGAINST MARIAMNE, SHE LEAPED OUT OF HER PLACE, AND REPROACHED HER DAUGHTER IN THE HEARING OF ALL THE PEOPLE; AND CRIED OUT THAT SHE HAD BEEN AN ILL WOMAN, AND UNGRATEFUL TO HER HUSBAND, AND THAT HER PUNISHMENT CAME JUSTLY UPON HER FOR SUCH HER INSOLENT BEHAVIOR, FOR THAT SHE HAD NOT MADE PROPER RETURNS TO HIM WHO HAD BEEN THEIR COMMON BENEFACTOR. AND WHEN SHE HAD FOR SOME TIME ACTED AFTER THIS HYPOCRITICAL MANNER, AND BEEN SO OUTRAGEOUS AS TO TEAR HER HAIR, THIS INDECENT AND DISSEMBLING BEHAVIOR, AS WAS TO BE EXPECTED, WAS GREATLY CONDEMNED BY THE REST OF THE SPECTATORS, AS IT WAS PRINCIPALLY BY THE POOR WOMAN WHO WAS TO SUFFER; FOR AT THE FIRST SHE GAVE HER NOT A WORD, NOR WAS DISCOMPOSED AT HER PEEVISHNESS, AND ONLY LOOKED AT HER, YET DID SHE OUT OF A GREATNESS OF SOUL DISCOVER HER CONCERN FOR HER MOTHER'S OFFENSE, AND ESPECIALLY FOR HER EXPOSING HERSELF IN A MANNER SO UNBECOMING HER; BUT AS FOR HERSELF, SHE WENT TO HER DEATH WITH AN UNSHAKEN FIRMNESS OF MIND, AND WITHOUT CHANGING THE COLOR OF HER FACE, AND THEREBY EVIDENTLY DISCOVERED THE NOBILITY OF HER DESCENT TO THE SPECTATORS, EVEN IN THE LAST MOMENTS OF HER LIFE. 
6. AND THUS DIED MARIAMNE, A WOMAN OF AN EXCELLENT CHARACTER, BOTH FOR CHASTITY AND GREATNESS OF SOUL; BUT SHE WANTED MODERATION, AND HAD TOO MUCH OF CONTENTION IN HER NATURE; YET HAD SHE ALL THAT CAN BE SAID IN THE BEAUTY OF HER BODY, AND HER MAJESTIC APPEARANCE IN CONVERSATION; AND THENCE AROSE THE GREATEST PART OF THE OCCASIONS WHY SHE DID NOT PROVE SO AGREEABLE TO THE KING, NOR LIVE SO PLEASANTLY WITH HIM, AS SHE MIGHT OTHERWISE HAVE DONE; FOR WHILE SHE WAS MOST INDULGENTLY USED BY THE KING, OUT OF HIS FONDNESS FOR HER, AND DID NOT EXPECT THAT HE COULD DO ANY HARD THING TO HER, SHE TOOK TOO UNBOUNDED A LIBERTY. MOREOVER, THAT WHICH MOST AFFLICTED HER WAS, WHAT HE HAD DONE TO HER RELATIONS, AND SHE VENTURED TO SPEAK OF ALL THEY HAD SUFFERED BY HIM, AND AT LAST GREATLY PROVOKED BOTH THE KING'S MOTHER AND SISTER, TILL THEY BECAME ENEMIES TO HER; AND EVEN HE HIMSELF ALSO DID THE SAME, ON WHOM ALONE SHE DEPENDED FOR HER EXPECTATIONS OF ESCAPING THE LAST OF PUNISHMENTS. 
7. BUT WHEN SHE WAS ONCE DEAD, THE KING'S AFFECTIONS FOR HER WERE KINDLED IN A MORE OUTRAGEOUS MANNER THAN BEFORE, WHOSE OLD PASSION FOR HER WE HAVE ALREADY DESCRIBED; FOR HIS LOVE TO HER WAS NOT OF A CALM NATURE, NOR SUCH AS WE USUALLY MEET WITH AMONG OTHER HUSBANDS; FOR AT ITS COMMENCEMENT IT WAS OF AN ENTHUSIASTIC KIND, NOR WAS IT BY THEIR LONG COHABITATION AND FREE CONVERSATION TOGETHER BROUGHT UNDER HIS POWER TO MANAGE; BUT AT THIS TIME HIS LOVE TO MARIAMNE SEEMED TO SEIZE HIM IN SUCH A PECULIAR MANNER, AS LOOKED LIKE DIVINE VENGEANCE UPON HIM FOR THE TAKING AWAY HER LIFE; FOR HE WOULD FREQUENTLY CALL FOR HER, AND FREQUENTLY LAMENT FOR HER IN A MOST INDECENT MANNER. MOREOVER, HE BETHOUGHT HIM OF EVERY THING HE COULD MAKE USE OF TO DIVERT HIS MIND FROM THINKING OF HER, AND CONTRIVED FEASTS AND ASSEMBLIES FOR THAT PURPOSE, BUT NOTHING WOULD SUFFICE; HE THEREFORE LAID ASIDE THE ADMINISTRATION OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS, AND WAS SO FAR CONQUERED BY HIS PASSION, THAT HE WOULD ORDER HIS SERVANTS TO CALL FOR MARIAMNE, AS IF SHE WERE STILL ALIVE, AND COULD STILL HEAR THEM. AND WHEN HE WAS IN THIS WAY, THERE AROSE A PESTILENTIAL DISEASE, AND CARRIED OFF THE GREATEST PART OF THE MULTITUDE, AND OF HIS BEST AND MOST ESTEEMED FRIENDS, AND MADE ALL MEN SUSPECT THAT THIS WAS BROUGHT UPON THEM BY THE ANGER OF GOD, FOR THE INJUSTICE THAT HAD BEEN DONE TO MARIAMNE. THIS CIRCUMSTANCE AFFECTED THE KING STILL MORE, TILL AT LENGTH HE FORCED HIMSELF TO GO INTO DESERT PLACES, AND THERE, UNDER PRETENSE OF GOING A HUNTING, BITTERLY AFFLICTED HIMSELF; YET HAD HE NOT BORNE HIS GRIEF THERE MANY DAYS BEFORE HE FELL INTO A MOST DANGEROUS DISTEMPER HIMSELF: HE HAD AN INFLAMMATION UPON HIM, AND A PAIN IN THE HINDER PART OF HIS HEAD, JOINED WITH MADNESS; AND FOR THE REMEDIES THAT WERE USED, THEY DID HIM NO GOOD AT ALL, BUT PROVED CONTRARY TO HIS CASE, AND SO AT LENGTH BROUGHT HIM TO DESPAIR. ALL THE PHYSICIANS ALSO THAT WERE ABOUT HIM, PARTLY BECAUSE THE MEDICINES THEY BROUGHT FOR HIS RECOVERY COULD NOT AT ALL CONQUER THE DISEASE, AND PARTLY BECAUSE HIS DIET COULD BE NO OTHER THAN WHAT HIS DISEASE INCLINED HIM TO, DESIRED HIM TO EAT WHATEVER HE HAD A MIND TO, AND SO LEFT THE SMALL HOPES THEY HAD OF HIS RECOVERY IN THE POWER OF THAT DIET, AND COMMITTED HIM TO FORTUNE. AND THUS, DID HIS DISTEMPER GO ON, WHILE HE WAS AT SAMARIA, NOW CALLED SEBASTE. 
8. NOW ALEXANDRA ABODE AT THIS TIME AT JERUSALEM; AND BEING INFORMED WHAT CONDITION HEROD WAS IN, SHE ENDEAVORED TO GET POSSESSION OF THE FORTIFIED PLACES THAT WERE ABOUT THE CITY, WHICH WERE TWO, THE ONE BELONGING TO THE CITY ITSELF, THE OTHER BELONGING TO THE TEMPLE; AND THOSE THAT COULD GET THEM INTO THEIR HANDS HAD THE WHOLE NATION UNDER THEIR POWER, FOR WITHOUT THE COMMAND OF THEM IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO OFFER THEIR SACRIFICES; AND TO THINK OF LEAVING ON THOSE SACRIFICES IS TO EVERY JEW PLAINLY IMPOSSIBLE, WHO ARE STILL MORE READY TO LOSE THEIR LIVES THAN TO LEAVE OFF THAT DIVINE WORSHIP WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN WONT TO PAY UNTO GOD. ALEXANDRA, THEREFORE, DISCOURSED WITH THOSE THAT HAD THE KEEPING OF THESE STRONG HOLDS, THAT IT WAS PROPER FOR THEM TO DELIVER THE SAME TO HER, AND TO HEROD'S SONS, LEST, UPON HIS DEATH, ANY OTHER PERSON SHOULD SEIZE UPON THE GOVERNMENT; AND THAT UPON HIS RECOVERY NONE COULD KEEP THEM MORE SAFELY FOR HIM THAN THOSE OF HIS OWN FAMILY. THESE WORDS WERE NOT BY THEM AT ALL TAKEN IN GOOD PART; AND AS THEY HAD BEEN IN FORMER TIMES FAITHFUL [TO HEROD], THEY RESOLVED TO CONTINUE SO MORE THAN EVER, BOTH BECAUSE THEY HATED ALEXANDRA, AND BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT IT A SORT OF IMPIETY TO DESPAIR OF HEROD'S RECOVERY WHILE HE WAS YET ALIVE, FOR THEY HAD BEEN HIS OLD FRIENDS; AND ONE OF THEM, WHOSE NAME WAS ACHIABUS, WAS HIS COUSIN-GERMAN. THEY SENT MESSENGERS THEREFORE TO ACQUAINT HIM WITH ALEXANDRA'S DESIGN; SO, HE MADE NO LONGER DELAY, BUT GAVE ORDERS TO HAVE HER SLAIN; YET WAS IT STILL WITH DIFFICULTY, AND AFTER HE HAD ENDURED GREAT PAIN, THAT HE GOT CLEAR OF HIS DISTEMPER. HE WAS STILL SORELY AFFLICTED, BOTH IN MIND AND BODY, AND MADE VERY UNEASY, AND READIER THAN EVER UPON ALL OCCASIONS TO INFLICT PUNISHMENT UPON THOSE THAT FELL UNDER HIS HAND. HE ALSO SLEW THE MOST INTIMATE OF HIS FRIENDS, COSTOBARUS, AND LYSIMACHUS, AND CADIAS, WHO WAS ALSO CALLED ANTIPATER; AS ALSO DOSITHEUS, AND THAT UPON THE FOLLOWING OCCASION. 
9. COSTOBARUS WAS AN IDUMEAN BY BIRTH, AND ONE OF PRINCIPAL DIGNITY AMONG THEM, AND ONE WHOSE ANCESTORS HAD BEEN PRIESTS TO THE KOZE, WHOM THE IDUMEANS HAD [FORMERLY] ESTEEMED AS A GOD; BUT AFTER HYRCANUS HAD MADE A CHANGE IN THEIR POLITICAL GOVERNMENT, AND MADE THEM RECEIVE THE JEWISH CUSTOMS AND LAW, HEROD MADE COSTOBARUS GOVERNOR OF IDUMEA AND GAZA, AND GAVE HIM HIS SISTER SALOME TO WIFE; AND THIS WAS UPON THE SLAUGHTER OF [HIS UNCLE] JOSEPH, WHO HAD THAT GOVERNMENT BEFORE, AS WE HAVE RELATED ALREADY. WHEN COSTOBARUS HAD GOTTEN TO BE SO HIGHLY ADVANCED, IT PLEASED HIM AND WAS MORE THAN HE HOPED FOR, AND HE WAS MORE AND MORE PUFFED UP BY HIS GOOD SUCCESS, AND IN A LITTLE WHILE HE EXCEEDED ALL BOUNDS, AND DID NOT THINK FIT TO OBEY WHAT HEROD, AS THEIR RULER, COMMANDED HIM, OR THAT THE IDUMEANS SHOULD MAKE USE OF THE JEWISH CUSTOMS, OR BE SUBJECT TO THEM. HE THEREFORE SENT TO CLEOPATRA, AND INFORMED HER THAT THE IDUMEANS HAD BEEN ALWAYS UNDER HIS PROGENITORS, AND THAT FOR THE SAME REASON IT WAS BUT JUST THAT SHE SHOULD DESIRE THAT COUNTRY FOR HIM OF ANTONY, FOR THAT HE WAS READY TO TRANSFER HIS FRIENDSHIP TO HER; AND THIS HE DID, NOT BECAUSE HE WAS BETTER PLEASED TO BE UNDER CLEOPATRA'S GOVERNMENT, BUT BECAUSE HE THOUGHT THAT, UPON THE DIMINUTION OF HEROD'S POWER, IT WOULD NOT BE DIFFICULT FOR HIM TO OBTAIN HIMSELF THE ENTIRE GOVERNMENT OVER THE IDUMEANS, AND SOMEWHAT MORE ALSO; FOR HE RAISED HIS HOPES STILL HIGHER, AS HAVING NO SMALL PRETENSES, BOTH BY HIS BIRTH AND BY THESE RICHES WHICH HE HAD GOTTEN BY HIS CONSTANT ATTENTION TO FILTHY LUCRE; AND ACCORDINGLY IT WAS NOT A SMALL MATTER THAT HE AIMED AT. SO, CLEOPATRA DESIRED THIS COUNTRY OF ANTONY, BUT FAILED OF HER PURPOSE. AN ACCOUNT OF THIS WAS BROUGHT TO HEROD, WHO WAS THEREUPON READY TO KILL COSTOBARUS; YET, UPON THE ENTREATIES OF HIS SISTER AND MOTHER, HE FORGAVE HIM, AND VOUCHSAFED TO PARDON HIM ENTIRELY; THOUGH HE STILL HAD A SUSPICION OF HIM AFTERWARD FOR THIS HIS ATTEMPT. 
10. BUT SOME TIME AFTERWARD, WHEN SALOME HAPPENED TO QUARREL WITH COSTOBARUS, SHE SENT HIM A BILL OF DIVORCE AND DISSOLVED HER MARRIAGE WITH HIM, THOUGH THIS WAS NOT ACCORDING TO THE JEWISH LAWS; FOR WITH US IT IS LAWFUL FOR A HUSBAND TO DO SO; BUT A WIFE; IF SHE DEPARTS FROM HER HUSBAND, CANNOT OF HERSELF BE MARRIED TO ANOTHER, UNLESS HER FORMER HUSBAND PUT HER AWAY. HOWEVER, SALOME CHOSE TO FOLLOW NOT THE LAW OF HER COUNTRY, BUT THE LAW OF HER AUTHORITY, AND SO RENOUNCED HER WEDLOCK; AND TOLD HER BROTHER HEROD, THAT SHE LEFT HER HUSBAND OUT OF HER GOOD-WILL TO HIM, BECAUSE SHE PERCEIVED THAT HE, WITH ANTIPATER, AND LYSIMACHUS, AND DOSITHEUS, WERE RAISING A SEDITION AGAINST HIM; AS AN EVIDENCE WHEREOF, SHE ALLEGED THE CASE OF THE SONS OF BABAS, THAT THEY HAD BEEN BY HIM PRESERVED ALIVE ALREADY FOR THE INTERVAL OF TWELVE YEARS; WHICH PROVED TO BE TRUE. BUT WHEN HEROD THUS UNEXPECTEDLY HEARD OF IT, HE WAS GREATLY SURPRISED AT IT, AND WAS THE MORE SURPRISED, BECAUSE THE RELATION APPEARED INCREDIBLE TO HIM. AS FOR THE FACT RELATING TO THESE SONS OF BABAS, HEROD HAD FORMERLY TAKEN GREAT PAINS TO BRING THEM TO PUNISHMENT, AS BEING ENEMIES TO HIS GOVERNMENT; BUT THEY WERE NOW FORGOTTEN BY HIM, ON ACCOUNT OF THE LENGTH OF TIME [SINCE HE HAD ORDERED THEM TO BE SLAIN]. NOW THE CAUSE OF HIS ILL-WILL AND HATRED TO THEM AROSE HENCE, THAT WHILE ANTIGONUS WAS KING, HEROD, WITH HIS ARMY, BESIEGED THE CITY OF JERUSALEM, WHERE THE DISTRESS AND MISERIES WHICH THE BESIEGED ENDURED WERE SO PRESSING, THAT THE GREATER NUMBER OF THEM INVITED HEROD INTO THE CITY, AND ALREADY PLACED THEIR HOPES ON HIM. NOW THE SONS OF BABAS WERE OF GREAT DIGNITY, AND HAD POWER AMONG THE MULTITUDE, AND WERE FAITHFUL TO ANTIGONUS, AND WERE ALWAYS RAISING CALUMNIES AGAINST HEROD, AND ENCOURAGED THE PEOPLE TO PRESERVE THE GOVERNMENT TO THAT ROYAL FAMILY WHICH HELD IT BY INHERITANCE. SO, THESE MEN ACTED THUS POLITICALLY, AND, AS THEY THOUGHT, FOR THEIR OWN ADVANTAGE; BUT WHEN THE CITY WAS TAKEN, AND HEROD HAD GOTTEN THE GOVERNMENT INTO HIS HANDS, AND COSTOBARUS WAS APPOINTED TO HINDER MEN FROM PASSING OUT AT THE GATES, AND TO GUARD THE CITY, THAT THOSE CITIZENS THAT WERE GUILTY, AND OF THE PARTY OPPOSITE TO THE KING, MIGHT NOT GET OUT OF IT, COSTOBARUS, BEING SENSIBLE THAT THE SONS OF BABAS WERE HAD IN RESPECT AND HONOR BY THE WHOLE MULTITUDE, AND SUPPOSING THAT THEIR PRESERVATION MIGHT BE OF GREAT ADVANTAGE TO HIM IN THE CHANGES OF GOVERNMENT AFTERWARD, HE SET THEM BY THEMSELVES, AND CONCEALED THEM IN HIS OWN FARMS; AND WHEN THE THING WAS SUSPECTED, HE ASSURED HEROD UPON OATH THAT HE REALLY KNEW NOTHING OF THAT MATTER, AND SO OVERCAME THE SUSPICIONS THAT LAY UPON HIM; NAY, AFTER THAT, WHEN THE KING HAD PUBLICLY PROPOSED A REWARD FOR THE DISCOVERY, AND HAD PUT IN PRACTICE ALL SORTS OF METHODS FOR SEARCHING OUT THIS MATTER, HE WOULD NOT CONFESS IT; BUT BEING PERSUADED THAT WHEN HE HAD AT FIRST DENIED IT, IF THE MEN WERE FOUND, HE SHOULD NOT ESCAPE UNPUNISHED, HE WAS FORCED TO KEEP THEM SECRET, NOT ONLY OUT OF HIS GOOD-WILL TO THEM, BUT OUT OF A NECESSARY REGARD TO HIS OWN PRESERVATION ALSO. BUT WHEN THE KING KNEW THE THING, BY HIS SISTER'S INFORMATION, HE SENT MEN TO THE PLACES WHERE HE HAD THE INTIMATION THEY WERE CONCEALED, AND ORDERED BOTH THEM, AND THOSE THAT WERE ACCUSED AS GUILTY WITH THEM, TO BE SLAIN, INSOMUCH THAT THERE WERE NOW NONE AT ALL LEFT OF THE KINDRED OF HYRCANUS, AND THE KINGDOM WAS ENTIRELY IN HEROD'S OWN POWER, AND THERE WAS NOBODY REMAINING OF SUCH DIGNITY AS COULD PUT A STOP TO WHAT HE DID AGAINST THE JEWISH LAWS.
CHAPTER 8. HOW TEN MEN OF THE CITIZENS [OF JERUSALEM] MADE A CONSPIRACY AGAINST HEROD, FOR THE FOREIGN PRACTICES HE HAD INTRODUCED, WHICH WAS A TRANSGRESSION OF THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY. CONCERNING THE BUILDING OF SEBASTE AND CESAREA, AND OTHER EDIFICES OF HEROD. 
1. ON THIS ACCOUNT IT WAS THAT HEROD REVOLTED FROM THE LAWS OF HIS COUNTRY, AND CORRUPTED THEIR ANCIENT CONSTITUTION, BY THE INTRODUCTION OF FOREIGN PRACTICES, WHICH CONSTITUTION YET OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN PRESERVED INVIOLABLE; BY WHICH MEANS WE BECAME GUILTY OF GREAT WICKEDNESS AFTERWARD, WHILE THOSE RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES WHICH USED TO LEAD THE MULTITUDE TO PIETY WERE NOW NEGLECTED; FOR, IN THE FIRST PLACE, HE APPOINTED SOLEMN GAMES TO BE CELEBRATED EVERY FIFTH YEAR, IN HONOR OF CAESAR, AND BUILT A THEATER AT JERUSALEM, AS ALSO A VERY GREAT AMPHITHEATER IN THE PLAIN. BOTH OF THEM WERE INDEED COSTLY WORKS, BUT OPPOSITE TO THE JEWISH CUSTOMS; FOR WE HAVE HAD NO SUCH SHOWS DELIVERED DOWN TO US AS FIT TO BE USED OR EXHIBITED BY US; YET DID HE CELEBRATE THESE GAMES EVERY FIVE YEARS, IN THE MOST SOLEMN AND SPLENDID MANNER. HE ALSO MADE PROCLAMATION TO THE NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES, AND CALLED MEN TOGETHER OUT OF EVERY NATION. THE WRESTLERS ALSO, AND THE REST OF THOSE THAT STROVE FOR THE PRIZES IN SUCH GAMES, WERE INVITED OUT OF EVERY LAND, BOTH BY THE HOPES OF THE REWARDS THERE TO BE BESTOWED, AND BY THE GLORY OF VICTORY TO BE THERE GAINED. SO, THE PRINCIPAL PERSONS THAT WERE THE MOST EMINENT IN THESE SORTS OF EXERCISES WERE GOTTEN TOGETHER, FOR THERE WERE VERY GREAT REWARDS FOR VICTORY PROPOSED, NOT ONLY TO THOSE THAT PERFORMED THEIR EXERCISES NAKED, BUT TO THOSE THAT PLAYED THE MUSICIANS ALSO, AND WERE CALLED THYMELICI; AND HE SPARED NO PAINS TO INDUCE ALL PERSONS, THE MOST FAMOUS FOR SUCH EXERCISES, TO COME TO THIS CONTEST FOR VICTORY. HE ALSO PROPOSED NO SMALL REWARDS TO THOSE WHO RAN FOR THE PRIZES IN CHARIOT RACES, WHEN THEY WERE DRAWN BY TWO, OR THREE, OR FOUR PAIR OF HORSES. HE ALSO IMITATED EVERY THING, THOUGH NEVER SO COSTLY OR MAGNIFICENT, IN OTHER NATIONS, OUT OF AN AMBITION THAT HE MIGHT GIVE MOST PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION OF HIS GRANDEUR. INSCRIPTIONS ALSO OF THE GREAT ACTIONS OF CAESAR, AND TROPHIES OF THOSE NATIONS WHICH HE HAD CONQUERED IN HIS WARS, AND ALL MADE OF THE PUREST GOLD AND SILVER, ENCOMPASSED THE THEATER ITSELF; NOR WAS THERE ANY THING THAT COULD BE SUBSERVIENT TO HIS DESIGN, WHETHER IT, WERE PRECIOUS GARMENTS, OR PRECIOUS STONES SET IN ORDER, WHICH WAS NOT ALSO EXPOSED TO SIGHT IN THESE GAMES. HE HAD ALSO MADE A GREAT PREPARATION OF WILD BEASTS, AND OF LIONS THEMSELVES IN GREAT ABUNDANCE, AND OF SUCH OTHER BEASTS AS WERE EITHER OF UNCOMMON STRENGTH, OR OF SUCH A SORT AS WERE RARELY SEEN. THESE WERE PREPARED EITHER TO FIGHT WITH ONE ANOTHER, OR THAT MEN WHO WERE CONDEMNED TO DEATH WERE TO FIGHT WITH THEM. AND TRULY FOREIGNERS WERE GREATLY SURPRISED AND DELIGHTED AT THE VASTNESS OF THE EXPENSES HERE EXHIBITED, AND AT THE GREAT DANGERS THAT WERE HERE SEEN; BUT TO NATURAL JEWS, THIS WAS NO BETTER THAN A DISSOLUTION OF THOSE CUSTOMS FOR WHICH THEY HAD SO GREAT A VENERATION. IT APPEARED ALSO NO BETTER THAN AN INSTANCE OF BAREFACED IMPIETY, TO THROW MEN TO WILD BEASTS, FOR THE AFFORDING DELIGHT TO THE SPECTATORS; AND IT APPEARED AN INSTANCE OF NO LESS IMPIETY, TO CHANGE THEIR OWN LAWS FOR SUCH FOREIGN EXERCISES: BUT, ABOVE ALL THE REST, THE TROPHIES GAVE MOST DISTASTE TO THE JEWS; FOR AS THEY IMAGINED THEM TO BE IMAGES, INCLUDED WITHIN THE ARMOR THAT HUNG ROUND ABOUT THEM, THEY WERE SORELY DISPLEASED AT THEM, BECAUSE IT WAS NOT THE CUSTOM OF THEIR COUNTRY TO PAY HONORS TO SUCH IMAGES. 
2. NOR WAS HEROD UNACQUAINTED WITH THE DISTURBANCE THEY WERE UNDER; AND AS HE THOUGHT IT UNSEASONABLE TO USE VIOLENCE WITH THEM, SO HE SPOKE TO SOME OF THEM BY WAY OF CONSOLATION, AND IN ORDER TO FREE THEM FROM THAT SUPERSTITIOUS FEAR THEY WERE UNDER; YET COULD NOT HE SATISFY THEM, BUT THEY CRIED OUT WITH ONE ACCORD, OUT OF THEIR GREAT UNEASINESS AT THE OFFENSES THEY THOUGHT HE HAD BEEN GUILTY OF, THAT ALTHOUGH THEY SHOULD THINK OF BEARING ALL THE REST YET WOULD THEY NEVER BEAR IMAGES OF MEN IN THEIR CITY, MEANING THE TROPHIES, BECAUSE THIS WAS DISAGREEABLE TO THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY. NOW WHEN HEROD SAW THEM IN SUCH A DISORDER, AND THAT THEY WOULD NOT EASILY CHANGE THEIR RESOLUTION UNLESS THEY RECEIVED SATISFACTION IN THIS POINT, HE CALLED TO HIM THE MOST EMINENT MEN AMONG THEM, AND BROUGHT THEM UPON THE THEATER, AND SHOWED THEM THE TROPHIES, AND ASKED THEM WHAT SORT OF THINGS THEY TOOK THESE TROPHIES TO BE; AND WHEN THEY CRIED OUT THAT THEY WERE THE IMAGES OF MEN, HE GAVE ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD BE STRIPPED OF THESE OUTWARD ORNAMENTS WHICH WERE ABOUT THEM, AND SHOWED THEM THE NAKED PIECES OF WOOD; WHICH PIECES OF WOOD, NOW WITHOUT ANY ORNAMENT, BECAME MATTER OF GREAT SPORT AND LAUGHTER TO THEM, BECAUSE THEY HAD BEFORE ALWAYS HAD THE ORNAMENTS OF IMAGES THEMSELVES IN DERISION. 
3. WHEN THEREFORE HEROD HAD THUS GOT CLEAR OF THE MULTITUDE, AND HAD DISSIPATED THE VEHEMENCY OF PASSION UNDER WHICH THEY HAD BEEN, THE GREATEST PART OF THE PEOPLE WERE DISPOSED TO CHANGE THEIR CONDUCT, AND NOT TO BE DISPLEASED AT HIM ANY LONGER; BUT STILL SOME OF THEM CONTINUED IN THEIR DISPLEASURE AGAINST HIM, FOR HIS INTRODUCTION OF NEW CUSTOMS, AND ESTEEMED THE VIOLATION OF THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY AS LIKELY TO BE THE ORIGIN OF VERY GREAT MISCHIEFS TO THEM, SO THAT THEY DEEMED IT AN INSTANCE OF PIETY RATHER TO HAZARD THEMSELVES [TO BE PUT TO DEATH], THAN TO SEEM AS IF THEY TOOK NO NOTICE OF HEROD, WHO, UPON THE CHANGE HE HAD MADE IN THEIR GOVERNMENT, INTRODUCED SUCH CUSTOMS, AND THAT IN A VIOLENT MANNER, WHICH THEY HAD NEVER BEEN USED TO BEFORE, AS INDEED IN PRETENSE A KING, BUT IN REALITY ONE THAT SHOWED HIMSELF AN ENEMY TO THEIR WHOLE NATION; ON WHICH ACCOUNT TEN MEN THAT WERE CITIZENS [OF JERUSALEM] CONSPIRED TOGETHER AGAINST HIM, AND SWORE TO ONE ANOTHER TO UNDERGO ANY DANGERS IN THE ATTEMPT, AND TOOK DAGGERS WITH THEM UNDER THEIR GARMENTS [FOR THE PURPOSE OF KILLING HEROD]. NOW THERE WAS A CERTAIN BLIND MAN AMONG THOSE CONSPIRATORS WHO HAD THUS SWORN TO ONE ANOTHER, ON ACCOUNT OF THE INDIGNATION HE HAD AGAINST WHAT HE HEARD TO HAVE BEEN DONE; HE WAS NOT INDEED ABLE TO AFFORD THE REST ANY ASSISTANCE IN THE UNDERTAKING, BUT WAS READY TO UNDERGO ANY SUFFERING WITH THEM, IF SO BE THEY SHOULD COME TO ANY HARM, INSOMUCH THAT HE BECAME A VERY GREAT ENCOURAGER OF THE REST OF THE UNDERTAKERS. 
4. WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN THIS RESOLUTION, AND THAT BY COMMON CONSENT, THEY WENT INTO THE THEATER, HOPING THAT, IN THE FIRST PLACE, HEROD HIMSELF COULD NOT ESCAPE THEM, AS THEY SHOULD FALL UPON HIM SO UNEXPECTEDLY; AND SUPPOSING, HOWEVER, THAT IF THEY MISSED HIM, THEY SHOULD KILL A GREAT MANY OF THOSE THAT WERE ABOUT HIM; AND THIS RESOLUTION THEY TOOK, THOUGH THEY SHOULD DIE FOR IT, IN ORDER TO SUGGEST TO THE KING WHAT INJURIES HE HAD DONE TO THE MULTITUDE. THESE CONSPIRATORS, THEREFORE, STANDING THUS PREPARED BEFOREHAND, WENT ABOUT THEIR DESIGN WITH GREAT ALACRITY; BUT THERE WAS ONE OF THOSE SPIES OF HEROD, THAT WERE APPOINTED FOR SUCH PURPOSES, TO FISH OUT AND INFORM HIM OF ANY CONSPIRACIES THAT SHOULD BE MADE AGAINST HIM, WHO FOUND OUT THE WHOLE AFFAIR, AND TOLD THE KING OF IT, AS HE WAS ABOUT TO GO INTO THE THEATER. SO, WHEN HE REFLECTED ON THE HATRED WHICH HE KNEW THE GREATEST PART OF THE PEOPLE BORE HIM, AND ON THE DISTURBANCES THAT AROSE UPON EVERY OCCASION, HE THOUGHT THIS PLOT AGAINST HIM NOT TO BE IMPROBABLE. ACCORDINGLY, HE RETIRED INTO HIS PALACE, AND CALLED THOSE THAT WERE ACCUSED OF THIS CONSPIRACY BEFORE HIM BY THEIR SEVERAL NAMES; AND AS, UPON THE GUARDS FALLING UPON THEM, THEY WERE CAUGHT IN THE VERY FACT, AND KNEW THEY COULD NOT ESCAPE, THEY PREPARED THEMSELVES FOR THEIR ENDS WITH ALL THE DECENCY THEY COULD, AND SO AS NOT AT ALL TO RECEDE FROM THEIR RESOLUTE BEHAVIOR, FOR THEY SHOWED NO SHAME FOR WHAT THEY WERE ABOUT, NOR DENIED IT; BUT WHEN THEY WERE SEIZED, THEY SHOWED THEIR DAGGERS, AND PROFESSED THAT THE CONSPIRACY THEY HAD SWORN TO WAS A HOLY AND PIOUS ACTION; THAT WHAT THEY INTENDED TO DO WAS NOT FOR GAIN, OR OUT OF ANY INDULGENCE TO THEIR PASSIONS, BUT PRINCIPALLY FOR THOSE COMMON CUSTOMS OF THEIR COUNTRY, WHICH ALL THE JEWS WERE OBLIGED TO OBSERVE, OR TO DIE FOR THEM. THIS WAS WHAT THESE MEN SAID, OUT OF THEIR UNDAUNTED COURAGE IN THIS CONSPIRACY. SO, THEY WERE LED AWAY TO EXECUTION BY THE KING'S GUARDS THAT STOOD ABOUT THEM, AND PATIENTLY UNDERWENT ALL THE TORMENTS INFLICTED ON THEM TILL THEY DIED. NOR WAS IT LONG BEFORE THAT SPY WHO HAD DISCOVERED THEM WAS SEIZED ON BY SOME OF THE PEOPLE, OUT OF THE HATRED THEY BORE TO HIM; AND WAS NOT ONLY SLAIN BY THEM, BUT PULLED TO PIECES, LIMB FROM LIMB, AND GIVEN TO THE DOGS. THIS EXECUTION WAS SEEN BY MANY OF THE CITIZENS, YET WOULD NOT ONE OF THEM DISCOVER THE DOERS OF IT, TILL UPON HEROD'S MAKING A STRICT SCRUTINY AFTER THEM, BY BITTER AND SEVERE TORTURES, CERTAIN WOMEN THAT WERE TORTURED CONFESSED WHAT THEY HAD SEEN DONE; THE AUTHORS OF WHICH FACT WERE SO TERRIBLY PUNISHED BY THE KING, THAT THEIR ENTIRE FAMILIES WERE DESTROYED FOR THIS THEIR RASH ATTEMPT; YET DID NOT THE OBSTINACY OF THE PEOPLE, AND THAT UNDAUNTED CONSTANCY THEY SHOWED IN THE DEFENSE OF THEIR LAWS, MAKE HEROD ANY EASIER TO THEM, BUT HE STILL STRENGTHENED HIMSELF AFTER A MORE SECURE MANNER, AND RESOLVED TO ENCOMPASS THE MULTITUDE EVERY WAY, LEST SUCH INNOVATIONS SHOULD END IN AN OPEN REBELLION. 
5. SINCE, THEREFORE, HE HAD NOW THE CITY FORTIFIED BY THE PALACE IN WHICH HE LIVED, AND BY THE TEMPLE WHICH HAD A STRONG FORTRESS BY IT, CALLED ANTONIA, AND WAS REBUILT BY HIMSELF, HE CONTRIVED TO MAKE SAMARIA A FORTRESS FOR HIMSELF ALSO AGAINST ALL THE PEOPLE, AND CALLED IT SEBASTE, SUPPOSING THAT THIS PLACE WOULD BE A STRONG HOLD AGAINST THE COUNTRY, NOT INFERIOR TO THE FORMER. SO, HE FORTIFIED THAT PLACE, WHICH WAS A DAY'S JOURNEY DISTANT FROM JERUSALEM, AND WHICH WOULD BE USEFUL TO HIM IN COMMON, TO KEEP BOTH THE COUNTRY AND THE CITY IN AWE. HE ALSO BUILT ANOTHER FORTRESS FOR THE WHOLE NATION; IT WAS OF OLD CALLED STRATO'S TOWER, BUT WAS BY HIM NAMED CESAREA. MOREOVER, HE CHOSE OUT SOME SELECT HORSEMEN, AND PLACED THEM ILL THE GREAT PLAIN; AND BUILT [FOR THEM] A PLACE IN GALILEE, CALLED GABA WITH HESEBONITIS, IN PEREA. AND THESE WERE THE PLACES WHICH HE PARTICULARLY BUILT, WHILE HE ALWAYS WAS INVENTING SOMEWHAT FURTHER FOR HIS OWN SECURITY, AND ENCOMPASSING THE WHOLE NATION WITH GUARDS, THAT THEY MIGHT BY NO MEANS GET FROM UNDER HIS POWER, NOR FALL INTO TUMULTS, WHICH THEY DID CONTINUALLY UPON ANY SMALL COMMOTION; AND THAT IF THEY DID MAKE ANY COMMOTIONS, HE MIGHT KNOW OF IT, WHILE SOME OF HIS SPIES MIGHT BE UPON THEM FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD, AND MIGHT BOTH BE ABLE TO KNOW WHAT THEY WERE ATTEMPTING, AND TO PREVENT IT. AND WHEN HE WENT ABOUT BUILDING THE WALL OF SAMARIA, HE CONTRIVED TO BRING THITHER MANY OF THOSE THAT HAD BEEN ASSISTING TO HIM IN HIS WARS, AND MANY OF THE PEOPLE IN THAT NEIGHBORHOOD ALSO, WHOM HE MADE FELLOW CITIZENS WITH THE REST. THIS HE DID OUT OF AN AMBITIOUS DESIRE OF BUILDING A TEMPLE, AND OUT OF A DESIRE TO MAKE THE CITY MORE EMINENT THAN IT HAD BEEN BEFORE; BUT PRINCIPALLY BECAUSE HE CONTRIVED THAT IT MIGHT AT ONCE BE FOR HIS OWN SECURITY, AND A MONUMENT OF HIS MAGNIFICENCE. HE ALSO CHANGED ITS NAME, AND CALLED IT SEBASTE. MOREOVER, HE PARTED THE ADJOINING COUNTRY, WHICH WAS EXCELLENT IN ITS KIND, AMONG THE INHABITANTS OF SAMARIA, THAT THEY MIGHT BE IN A HAPPY CONDITION, UPON THEIR FIRST COMING TO INHABIT. BESIDES ALL WHICH, HE ENCOMPASSED THE CITY WITH A WALL OF GREAT STRENGTH, AND MADE USE OF THE ACCLIVITY OF THE PLACE FOR MAKING ITS FORTIFICATIONS STRONGER; NOR WAS THE COMPASS OF THE PLACE MADE NOW SO SMALL AS IT HAD BEEN BEFORE, BUT WAS SUCH AS RENDERED IT NOT INFERIOR TO THE MOST FAMOUS CITIES; FOR IT WAS TWENTY FURLONGS IN CIRCUMFERENCE. NOW WITHIN, AND ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF IT, HE BUILT A SACRED PLACE, OF A FURLONG AND A HALF [IN CIRCUIT], AND ADORNED IT WITH ALL SORTS OF DECORATIONS, AND THEREIN ERECTED A TEMPLE, WHICH WAS ILLUSTRIOUS ON ACCOUNT OF BOTH ITS LARGENESS AND BEAUTY. AND AS TO THE SEVERAL PARTS OF THE CITY, HE ADORNED THEM WITH DECORATIONS OF ALL SORTS ALSO; AND AS TO WHAT WAS NECESSARY TO PROVIDE FOR HIS OWN SECURITY, HE MADE THE WALLS VERY STRONG FOR THAT PURPOSE, AND MADE IT FOR THE GREATEST PART A CITADEL; AND AS TO THE ELEGANCE OF THE BUILDING, IT WAS TAKEN CARE OF ALSO, THAT HE MIGHT LEAVE MONUMENTS OF THE FINENESS OF HIS TASTE, AND OF HIS BENEFICENCE, TO FUTURE AGES.
CHAPTER 9. CONCERNING THE FAMINE THAT HAPPENED IN JUDEA AND SYRIA; AND HOW HEROD, AFTER HE HAD MARRIED ANOTHER WIFE, REBUILT CESAREA, AND OTHER GRECIAN CITIES. 
1. NOW ON THIS VERY YEAR, WHICH WAS THE THIRTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HEROD, VERY GREAT CALAMITIES CAME UPON THE COUNTRY; WHETHER THEY WERE DERIVED FROM THE ANGER OF GOD, OR WHETHER THIS MISERY RETURNS AGAIN NATURALLY IN CERTAIN PERIODS OF TIME FOR, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THERE WERE PERPETUAL DROUGHTS, AND FOR THAT REASON THE GROUND WAS BARREN, AND DID NOT BRING FORTH THE SAME QUANTITY OF FRUITS THAT IT USED TO PRODUCE; AND AFTER THIS BARRENNESS OF THE SOIL, THAT CHANGE OF FOOD WHICH THE WANT OF CORN OCCASIONED PRODUCED DISTEMPERS IN THE BODIES OF MEN, AND A PESTILENTIAL DISEASE PREVAILED, ONE MISERY FOLLOWING UPON THE BACK OF ANOTHER; AND THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, THAT THEY WERE DESTITUTE BOTH OF METHODS OF CURE AND OF FOOD, MADE THE PESTILENTIAL DISTEMPER, WHICH BEGAN AFTER A VIOLENT MANNER, THE MORE LASTING. THE DESTRUCTION OF MEN ALSO AFTER SUCH A MANNER DEPRIVED THOSE THAT SURVIVED OF ALL THEIR COURAGE, BECAUSE THEY HAD NO WAY TO PROVIDE REMEDIES SUFFICIENT FOR THE, DISTRESSES THEY WERE IN. WHEN THEREFORE THE FRUITS OF THAT YEAR WERE SPOILED, AND WHATSOEVER THEY HAD LAID UP BEFOREHAND WAS SPENT, THERE WAS NO FOUNDATION OF HOPE FOR RELIEF REMAINING, BUT THE MISERY, CONTRARY TO WHAT THEY EXPECTED STILL INCREASED UPON THEM; AND THIS NOT ONLY ON THAT YEAR, WHILE THEY HAD NOTHING FOR THEMSELVES LEFT [AT THE END OF IT], BUT WHAT SEED THEY HAD SOWN PERISHED ALSO, BY REASON OF THE GROUND NOT YIELDING ITS FRUITS ON THE SECOND YEAR. THIS DISTRESS THEY WERE IN MADE THEM ALSO, OUT OF NECESSITY, TO EAT MANY THINGS THAT DID NOT USE TO BE EATEN; NOR WAS THE KING HIMSELF FREE FROM THIS DISTRESS ANY MORE THAN OTHER MEN, AS BEING DEPRIVED OF THAT TRIBUTE HE USED TO HAVE FROM THE FRUITS OF THE GROUND, AND HAVING ALREADY EXPENDED WHAT MONEY HE HAD, IN HIS LIBERALITY TO THOSE WHOSE CITIES HE HAD BUILT; NOR HAD HE ANY PEOPLE THAT WERE WORTHY OF HIS ASSISTANCE, SINCE THIS MISERABLE STATE OF THINGS HAD PROCURED HIM THE HATRED OF HIS SUBJECTS: FOR IT IS A CONSTANT RULE, THAT MISFORTUNES ARE STILL LAID TO THE ACCOUNT OF THOSE THAT GOVERN. 
2. IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES HE CONSIDERED WITH HIMSELF HOW TO PROCURE SOME SEASONABLE HELP; BUT THIS WAS A HARD THING TO BE DONE, WHILE THEIR NEIGHBORS HAD NO FOOD TO SELL THEM; AND THEIR MONEY ALSO WAS GONE, HAD IT BEEN POSSIBLE TO PURCHASE A LITTLE FOOD AT A GREAT PRICE. HOWEVER, HE THOUGHT IT HIS BEST WAY, BY ALL MEANS, NOT TO LEAVE OFF HIS ENDEAVORS TO ASSIST HIS PEOPLE; SO HE CUT OFF THE RICH FURNITURE THAT WAS IN HIS PALACE, BOTH OF SILVER AND GOLD, INSOMUCH THAT HE DID NOT SPARE THE FINEST VESSELS HE HAD, OR THOSE THAT WERE MADE WITH THE MOST ELABORATE SKILL OF THE ARTIFICERS, BUT SENT THE MONEY TO PETRONIUS, WHO HAD BEEN MADE PREFECT OF EGYPT BY CAESAR; AND AS NOT A FEW HAD ALREADY FLED TO HIM UNDER THEIR NECESSITIES, AND AS HE WAS PARTICULARLY A FRIEND TO HEROD, AND DESIROUS TO HAVE HIS SUBJECTS PRESERVED, HE GAVE LEAVE TO THEM IN THE FIRST PLACE TO EXPORT CORN, AND ASSISTED THEM EVERY WAY, BOTH IN PURCHASING AND EXPORTING THE SAME; SO THAT HE WAS THE PRINCIPAL, IF NOT THE ONLY PERSON, WHO AFFORDED THEM WHAT HELP THEY HAD. AND HEROD TAKING CARE THE PEOPLE SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT THIS HELP CAME FROM HIMSELF, DID THEREBY NOT ONLY REMOVE THE ILL OPINION OF THOSE THAT FORMERLY HATED HIM, BUT GAVE THEM THE GREATEST DEMONSTRATION POSSIBLE OF HIS GOOD-WILL TO THEM, AND CARE OF THEM; FOR, IN THE FIRST PLACE, AS FOR THOSE WHO WERE ABLE TO PROVIDE THEIR OWN FOOD, HE DISTRIBUTED TO THEM THEIR PROPORTION OF CORN IN THE EXACTEST MANNER; BUT FOR THOSE MANY THAT WERE NOT ABLE, EITHER BY REASON OF THEIR OLD AGE, OR ANY OTHER INFIRMITY, TO PROVIDE FOOD FOR THEMSELVES, HE MADE THIS PROVISION FOR THEM, THE BAKERS SHOULD MAKE THEIR BREAD READY FOR THEM. HE ALSO TOOK CARE THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE HURT BY THE DANGERS OF WINTER, SINCE THEY WERE IN GREAT WANT OF CLOTHING ALSO, BY REASON OF THE UTTER DESTRUCTION AND CONSUMPTION OF THEIR SHEEP AND GOATS, TILL THEY HAD NO WOOL TO MAKE USE OF, NOR ANY THING ELSE TO COVER THEMSELVES WITHAL. AND WHEN HE HAD PROCURED THESE THINGS FOR HIS OWN SUBJECTS, HE WENT FURTHER, IN ORDER TO PROVIDE NECESSARIES FOR THEIR NEIGHBORS, AND GAVE SEED TO THE SYRIANS, WHICH THING TURNED GREATLY TO HIS OWN ADVANTAGE ALSO, THIS CHARITABLE ASSISTANCE BEING AFFORDED MOST SEASONABLY TO THEIR FRUITFUL SOIL, SO THAT EVERY ONE HAD NOW A PLENTIFUL PROVISION OF FOOD. UPON THE WHOLE, WHEN THE HARVEST OF THE LAND WAS APPROACHING, HE SENT NO FEWER THAN FIFTY THOUSAND MEN, WHOM HE HAD SUSTAINED, INTO THE COUNTRY; BY WHICH MEANS HE BOTH REPAIRED THE AFFLICTED CONDITION OF HIS OWN KINGDOM WITH GREAT GENEROSITY AND DILIGENCE, AND LIGHTENED THE AFFLICTIONS OF HIS NEIGHBORS, WHO WERE UNDER THE SAME CALAMITIES; FOR THERE WAS NOBODY WHO HAD BEEN IN WANT THAT WAS LEFT DESTITUTE OF A SUITABLE ASSISTANCE BY HIM; NAY, FURTHER, THERE WERE NEITHER ANY PEOPLE, NOR ANY CITIES, NOR ANY PRIVATE MEN, WHO WERE TO MAKE PROVISION FOR THE MULTITUDES, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT WERE IN WANT OF SUPPORT, AND HAD RECOURSE TO HIM, BUT RECEIVED WHAT THEY STOOD IN NEED OF, INSOMUCH THAT IT APPEARED, UPON A COMPUTATION, THAT THE NUMBER OF CORI OF WHEAT, OF TEN ATTIC MEDIMNI APIECE, THAT WERE GIVEN TO FOREIGNERS, AMOUNTED TO TEN THOUSAND, AND THE NUMBER THAT WAS GIVEN IN HIS OWN KINGDOM WAS ABOUT FOURSCORE THOUSAND. NOW IT HAPPENED THAT THIS CARE OF HIS, AND THIS SEASONABLE BENEFACTION, HAD SUCH INFLUENCE ON THE JEWS, AND WAS SO CRIED UP AMONG OTHER NATIONS, AS TO WIPE OFF THAT OLD HATRED WHICH HIS VIOLATION OF SOME OF THEIR CUSTOMS, DURING HIS REIGN, HAD PROCURED HIM AMONG ALL THE NATION, AND THAT THIS LIBERALITY OF HIS ASSISTANCE IN THIS THEIR GREATEST NECESSITY WAS FULL SATISFACTION FOR ALL THAT HE HAD DONE OF THAT NATURE, AS IT ALSO PROCURED HIM GREAT FAME AMONG FOREIGNERS; AND IT LOOKED AS IF THESE CALAMITIES THAT AFFLICTED HIS LAND, TO A DEGREE PLAINLY INCREDIBLE, CAME IN ORDER TO RAISE HIS GLORY, AND TO BE TO HIS GREAT ADVANTAGE; FOR THE GREATNESS OF HIS LIBERALITY IN THESE DISTRESSES, WHICH HE NOW DEMONSTRATED BEYOND ALL EXPECTATION, DID SO CHANGE THE DISPOSITION OF THE MULTITUDE TOWARDS HIM, THAT THEY WERE READY TO SUPPOSE HE HAD BEEN FROM THE BEGINNING NOT SUCH A ONE AS THEY HAD FOUND HIM TO BE BY EXPERIENCE, BUT SUCH A ONE AS THE CARE HE HAD TAKEN OF THEM IN SUPPLYING THEIR NECESSITIES PROVED HIM NOW TO BE. 
3. ABOUT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT HE SENT FIVE HUNDRED CHOSEN MEN OUT OF THE GUARDS OF HIS BODY AS AUXILIARIES TO CAESAR, WHOM AELIUS GALLUS LED TO THE RED SEA, AND WHO WERE OF GREAT SERVICE TO HIM THERE. WHEN THEREFORE HIS AFFAIRS WERE THUS IMPROVED, AND WERE AGAIN IN A FLOURISHING CONDITION, HE BUILT HIMSELF A PALACE IN THE UPPER CITY, RAISING THE ROOMS TO A VERY GREAT HEIGHT, AND ADORNING THEM WITH THE MOST-COSTLY FURNITURE OF GOLD, AND MARBLE SCATS, AND BEDS; AND THESE WERE SO LARGE THAT THEY COULD CONTAIN VERY MANY COMPANIES OF MEN. THESE APARTMENTS WERE ALSO OF DISTINCT MAGNITUDES, AND HAD PARTICULAR NAMES GIVEN THEM; FOR ONE APARTMENT WAS CALLED CAESAR'S, ANOTHER AGRIPPA'S. HE ALSO FELL IN LOVE AGAIN, AND MARRIED ANOTHER WIFE, NOT SUFFERING HIS REASON TO HINDER HIM FROM LIVING AS HE PLEASED. THE OCCASION OF THIS HIS MARRIAGE WAS AS FOLLOWS: THERE WAS ONE SIMON, A CITIZEN OF JERUSALEM, THE SON OF ONE BOETHUS, A CITIZEN OF ALEXANDRIA, AND A PRIEST OF GREAT NOTE THERE; THIS MAN HAD A DAUGHTER, WHO WAS ESTEEMED THE MOST BEAUTIFUL WOMAN OF THAT TIME; AND WHEN THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM BEGAN TO SPEAK MUCH IN HER COMMENDATION, IT HAPPENED THAT HEROD WAS MUCH AFFECTED WITH WHAT WAS SAID OF HER; AND WHEN HE SAW THE DAMSEL, HE WAS SMITTEN WITH HER BEAUTY, YET DID HE ENTIRELY REJECT THE THOUGHTS OF USING HIS AUTHORITY TO ABUSE HER, AS BELIEVING, WHAT WAS THE TRUTH, THAT BY SO DOING HE SHOULD BE STIGMATIZED FOR VIOLENCE AND TYRANNY; SO HE THOUGHT IT BEST TO TAKE THE DAMSEL TO WIFE. AND WHILE SIMON WAS OF A DIGNITY TOO INFERIOR TO BE ALLIED TO HIM, BUT STILL TOO CONSIDERABLE TO BE DESPISED, HE GOVERNED HIS INCLINATIONS AFTER THE MOST PRUDENT MANNER, BY AUGMENTING THE DIGNITY OF THE FAMILY, AND MAKING THEM MORE HONORABLE; SO, HE IMMEDIATELY DEPRIVED JESUS, THE SON OF PHABET, OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND CONFERRED THAT DIGNITY ON SIMON, AND SO JOINED IN AFFINITY WITH HIM [BY MARRYING HIS DAUGHTER]. 
4. WHEN THIS WEDDING WAS OVER, HE BUILT ANOTHER CITADEL IN THAT PLACE WHERE HE HAD CONQUERED FILE JEWS WHEN HE WAS DRIVEN OUT OF HIS GOVERNMENT, AND ANTIGONUS ENJOYED IT. THIS CITADEL IS DISTANT FROM JERUSALEM ABOUT THREESCORE FURLONGS. IT WAS STRONG BY NATURE, AND FIT FOR SUCH A BUILDING. IT IS A SORT OF A MODERATE HILL, RAISED TO A FURTHER HEIGHT BY THE HAND OF MAN, TILL IT WAS OF THE SHAPE OF A WOMAN'S BREAST. IT IS ENCOMPASSED WITH CIRCULAR TOWERS, AND HATH A STRAIT ASCENT UP TO IT, WHICH ASCENT IS COMPOSED OF STEPS OF POLISHED STONES, IN NUMBER TWO HUNDRED. WITHIN IT ARE ROYAL AND VERY RICH APARTMENTS, OF A STRUCTURE THAT PROVIDED BOTH FOR SECURITY AND FOR BEAUTY. ABOUT THE BOTTOM THERE ARE HABITATIONS OF SUCH A STRUCTURE AS ARE WELL WORTH SEEING, BOTH ON OTHER ACCOUNTS, AND ALSO ON ACCOUNT OF THE WATER WHICH IS BROUGHT THITHER FROM A GREAT WAY OFF, AND AT VAST EXPENSES, FOR THE PLACE ITSELF IS DESTITUTE OF WATER. THE PLAIN THAT IS ABOUT THIS CITADEL IS FULL OF EDIFICES, NOT INFERIOR TO ANY CITY IN LARGENESS, AND HAVING THE HILL ABOVE IT IN THE NATURE OF A CASTLE. 
5. AND NOW, WHEN ALL HEROD'S DESIGNS HAD SUCCEEDED ACCORDING TO HIS HOPES, HE HAD NOT THE LEAST SUSPICION THAT ANY TROUBLES COULD ARISE IN HIS KINGDOM, BECAUSE HE KEPT HIS PEOPLE OBEDIENT, AS WELL BY THE FEAR THEY STOOD IN OF HIM, FOR HE WAS IMPLACABLE IN THE INFLICTION OF HIS PUNISHMENTS, AS BY THE PROVIDENT CARE HE HAD SHOWED TOWARDS THEM, AFTER THE MOST MAGNANIMOUS MANNER, WHEN THEY WERE UNDER THEIR DISTRESSES. BUT STILL HE TOOK CARE TO HAVE EXTERNAL SECURITY FOR HIS GOVERNMENT AS A FORTRESS AGAINST HIS SUBJECTS; FOR THE ORATIONS HE MADE TO THE CITIES WERE VERY FINE, AND FULL OF KINDNESS; AND HE CULTIVATED A SEASONABLE GOOD UNDERSTANDING WITH THEIR GOVERNORS, AND BESTOWED PRESENTS ON EVERY ONE OF THEM, INDUCING THEM THEREBY TO BE MORE FRIENDLY TO HIM, AND USING HIS MAGNIFICENT DISPOSITION SO AS HIS KINGDOM MIGHT BE THE BETTER SECURED TO HIM, AND THIS TILL ALL HIS AFFAIRS WERE EVERY WAY MORE AND MORE AUGMENTED. BUT THEN THIS MAGNIFICENT TEMPER OF HIS, AND THAT SUBMISSIVE BEHAVIOR AND LIBERALITY WHICH HE EXERCISED TOWARDS CAESAR, AND THE MOST POWERFUL MEN OF ROME, OBLIGED HIM TO TRANSGRESS THE CUSTOMS OF HIS NATION, AND TO SET ASIDE MANY OF THEIR LAWS, AND BY BUILDING CITIES AFTER AN EXTRAVAGANT MANNER, AND ERECTING TEMPLES, - NOT IN JUDEA INDEED, FOR THAT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN BORNE, IT BEING FORBIDDEN FOR US TO PAY ANY HONOR TO IMAGES, OR REPRESENTATIONS OF ANIMALS, AFTER THE MANNER OF THE GREEKS; BUT STILL HE DID THUS IN THE COUNTRY [PROPERLY] OUT OF OUR BOUNDS, AND IN THE CITIES THEREOF THE APOLOGY WHICH HE MADE TO THE JEWS FOR THESE THINGS WAS THIS: THAT ALL WAS DONE, NOT OUT OF HIS OWN INCLINATIONS, BUT BY THE COMMANDS AND INJUNCTIONS OF OTHERS, IN ORDER TO PLEASE CAESAR AND THE ROMANS, AS THOUGH HE HAD NOT THE JEWISH CUSTOMS SO MUCH IN HIS EYE AS HE HAD THE HONOR OF THOSE ROMANS, WHILE YET HE HAD HIMSELF ENTIRELY IN VIEW ALL THE WHILE, AND INDEED WAS VERY AMBITIOUS TO LEAVE GREAT MONUMENTS OF HIS GOVERNMENT TO POSTERITY; WHENCE IT WAS THAT HE WAS SO ZEALOUS IN BUILDING SUCH FINE CITIES, AND SPENT SUCH VAST SUMS OF MONEY UPON THEM. 
6. NOW UPON HIS OBSERVATION OF A PLACE NEAR THE SEA, WHICH WAS VERY PROPER FOR CONTAINING A CITY, AND WAS BEFORE CALLED STRATO'S TOWER, HE SET ABOUT GETTING A PLAN FOR A MAGNIFICENT CITY THERE, AND ERECTED MANY EDIFICES WITH GREAT DILIGENCE ALL OVER IT, AND THIS OF WHITE STONE. HE ALSO ADORNED IT WITH MOST SUMPTUOUS PALACES AND LARGE EDIFICES FOR CONTAINING THE PEOPLE; AND WHAT WAS THE GREATEST AND MOST LABORIOUS WORK OF ALL, HE ADORNED IT WITH A HAVEN, THAT WAS ALWAYS FREE FROM THE WAVES OF THE SEA. ITS LARGENESS WAS NOT LESS THAN THE PYRMUM [AT ATHENS], AND HAD TOWARDS THE CITY A DOUBLE STATION FOR THE SHIPS. IT WAS OF EXCELLENT WORKMANSHIP; AND THIS WAS THE MORE REMARKABLE FOR ITS BEING BUILT IN A PLACE THAT OF ITSELF WAS NOT SUITABLE TO SUCH NOBLE STRUCTURES, BUT WAS TO BE BROUGHT TO PERFECTION BY MATERIALS FROM OTHER PLACES, AND AT VERY GREAT EXPENSES. THIS CITY IS SITUATE IN PHOENICIA, IN THE PASSAGE BY SEA TO EGYPT, BETWEEN JOPPA AND DORA, WHICH ARE LESSER MARITIME CITIES, AND NOT FIT FOR HAVENS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE IMPETUOUS SOUTH WINDS THAT BEAT UPON THEM, WHICH ROLLING THE SANDS THAT COME FROM THE SEA AGAINST THE SHORES, DO NOT ADMIT OF SHIPS LYING IN THEIR STATION; BUT THE MERCHANTS ARE GENERALLY THERE FORCED TO RIDE AT THEIR ANCHORS IN THE SEA ITSELF. SO HEROD ENDEAVORED TO RECTIFY THIS INCONVENIENCE, AND LAID OUT SUCH A COMPASS TOWARDS THE LAND AS MIGHT BE SUFFICIENT FOR A HAVEN, WHEREIN THE GREAT SHIPS MIGHT LIE IN SAFETY; AND THIS HE EFFECTED BY LETTING DOWN VAST STONES OF ABOVE FIFTY FEET IN LENGTH, NOT LESS THAN EIGHTEEN IN BREADTH, AND NINE IN DEPTH, INTO TWENTY FATHOM DEEP; AND AS SOME WERE LESSER, SO WERE OTHERS BIGGER THAN THOSE DIMENSIONS. THIS MOLE WHICH HE BUILT BY THE SEA-SIDE WAS TWO HUNDRED FEET WIDE, THE HALF OF WHICH WAS OPPOSED TO THE CURRENT OF THE WAVES, SO AS TO KEEP OFF THOSE WAVES WHICH WERE TO BREAK UPON THEM, AND SO WAS CALLED PROCYMATIA, OR THE FIRST BREAKER OF THE WAVES; BUT THE OTHER HALF HAD UPON IT A WALL, WITH SEVERAL TOWERS, THE LARGEST OF WHICH WAS NAMED DRUSUS, AND WAS A WORK OF VERY GREAT EXCELLENCE, AND HAD ITS NAME FROM DRUSUS, THE SON-IN-LAW OF CAESAR, WHO DIED YOUNG. THERE WERE ALSO A GREAT NUMBER OF ARCHES WHERE THE MARINERS DWELT. THERE WAS ALSO BEFORE THEM A QUAY, [OR LANDING PLACE,] WHICH RAN ROUND THE ENTIRE HAVEN, AND WAS A MOST AGREEABLE WALK TO SUCH AS HAD A MIND TO THAT EXERCISE; BUT THE ENTRANCE OR MOUTH OF THE PORT WAS MADE ON THE NORTH QUARTER, ON WHICH SIDE WAS THE STILLEST OF THE WINDS OF ALL IN THIS PLACE: AND THE BASIS OF THE WHOLE CIRCUIT ON THE LEFT HAND, AS YOU ENTER THE PORT, SUPPORTED A ROUND TURRET, WHICH WAS MADE VERY STRONG, IN ORDER TO RESIST THE GREATEST WAVES; WHILE ON THE RIGHT HAND, AS YOU ENTER, STOOD TWO VAST STONES, AND THOSE EACH OF THEM LARGER THAN THE TURRET, WHICH WERE OVER AGAINST THEM; THESE STOOD UPRIGHT, AND WERE JOINED TOGETHER. NOW THERE WERE EDIFICES ALL ALONG THE CIRCULAR HAVEN, MADE OF THE POLITEST STONE, WITH A CERTAIN ELEVATION, WHEREON WAS ERECTED A TEMPLE, THAT WAS SEEN A GREAT WAY OFF BY THOSE THAT WERE SAILING FOR THAT HAVEN, AND HAD IN IT TWO STATUES, THE ONE OF ROME, THE OTHER OF CAESAR. THE CITY ITSELF WAS CALLED CESAREA, WHICH WAS ALSO ITSELF BUILT OF FINE MATERIALS, AND WAS OF A FINE STRUCTURE; NAY, THE VERY SUBTERRANEAN VAULTS AND CELLARS HAD NO LESS OF ARCHITECTURE BESTOWED ON THEM THAN HAD THE BUILDINGS ABOVE GROUND. SOME OF THESE VAULTS CARRIED THINGS AT EVEN DISTANCES TO THE HAVEN AND TO THE SEA; BUT ONE OF THEM RAN OBLIQUELY, AND BOUND ALL THE REST TOGETHER, THAT BOTH THE RAIN AND THE FILTH OF THE CITIZENS WERE TOGETHER CARRIED OFF WITH EASE, AND THE SEA ITSELF, UPON THE FLUX OF THE TIDE FROM WITHOUT, CAME INTO THE CITY, AND WASHED IT ALL CLEAN. HEROD ALSO BUILT THEREIN A THEATER OF STONE; AND ON THE SOUTH QUARTER, BEHIND THE PORT, AN AMPHITHEATER ALSO, CAPABLE OF HOLDING A VAST NUMBER OF MEN, AND CONVENIENTLY SITUATED FOR A PROSPECT TO THE SEA. SO, THIS CITY WAS THUS FINISHED IN TWELVE YEARS; DURING WHICH TIME THE KING DID NOT FAIL TO GO ON BOTH WITH THE WORK, AND TO PAY THE CHARGES THAT WERE NECESSARY. 
CHAPTER 10. HOW HEROD SENT HIS SONS TO ROME; HOW ALSO HE WAS ACCUSED BY ZENODORUS AND THE GADARENS, BUT WAS CLEARED OF WHAT THEY ACCUSED HIM OF AND WITHAL GAINED TO HIMSELF THE GOOD-WILL OF CAESAR. CONCERNING THE PHARISEES, THE ESSENS AND MANAHEM. 
1. WHEN HEROD WAS ENGAGED IN SUCH MATTERS, AND WHEN HE HAD ALREADY RE-EDIFIED SEBASTE, [SAMARIA,] HE RESOLVED TO SEND HIS SONS ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS TO ROME, TO ENJOY THE COMPANY OF CAESAR; WHO, WHEN THEY CAME THITHER, LODGED AT THE HOUSE OF POLLIO, WHO WAS VERY FOND OF HEROD'S FRIENDSHIP; AND THEY HAD LEAVE TO LODGE IN CAESAR'S OWN PALACE, FOR HE RECEIVED THESE SONS OF HEROD WITH ALL HUMANITY, AND GAVE HEROD LEAVE TO GIVE HIS, KINGDOM TO WHICH OF HIS SONS HE PLEASED; AND BESIDES ALL THIS, HE BESTOWED ON HIM TRACHON, AND BATANEA, AND AURANITIS, WHICH HE GAVE HIM ON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING: ONE ZENODORUS HAD HIRED WHAT WAS CALLED THE HOUSE OF LYSANIAS, WHO, AS HE WAS NOT SATISFIED WITH ITS REVENUES, BECAME A PARTNER WITH THE ROBBERS THAT INHABITED THE TRACHONITES, AND SO PROCURED HIMSELF A LARGER INCOME; FOR THE INHABITANTS OF THOSE PLACES LIVED IN A MAD WAY, AND PILLAGED THE COUNTRY OF THE DAMASCENES, WHILE ZENODORUS DID NOT RESTRAIN THEM, BUT PARTOOK OF THE PREY THEY ACQUIRED. NOW AS THE NEIGHBORING PEOPLE WERE HEREBY GREAT. SUFFERERS, THEY COMPLAINED TO VARRO, WHO WAS THEN PRESIDENT [OF SYRIA], AND ENTREATED HIM TO WRITE TO CAESAR ABOUT THIS INJUSTICE OF ZENODORUS. WHEN THESE MATTERS WERE LAID BEFORE CAESAR, HE WROTE BACK TO VARRO TO DESTROY THOSE NESTS OF ROBBERS, AND TO GIVE THE LAND TO HEROD, THAT SO BY HIS CARE THE NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES MIGHT BE NO LONGER DISTURBED WITH THESE DOINGS OF THE TRACHONITES; FOR IT WAS NOT AN EASY FIRING TO RESTRAIN THEM, SINCE THIS WAY OF ROBBERY HAD BEEN THEIR USUAL PRACTICE, AND THEY HAD NO OTHER WAY TO GET THEIR LIVING, BECAUSE THEY HAD NEITHER ANY CITY OF THEIR OWN, NOR LANDS IN THEIR POSSESSION, BUT ONLY SOME RECEPTACLES AND DENS IN THE EARTH, AND THERE THEY AND THEIR CATTLE LIVED IN COMMON TOGETHER. HOWEVER, THEY HAD MADE CONTRIVANCES TO GET POOLS OF WATER, AND LAID UP CORN IN GRANARIES FOR THEMSELVES, AND WERE ABLE TO MAKE GREAT RESISTANCE, BY ISSUING OUT ON THE SUDDEN AGAINST ANY THAT ATTACKED THEM; FOR THE ENTRANCES OF THEIR CAVES WERE NARROW, IN WHICH BUT ONE COULD COME IN AT A TIME, AND THE PLACES WITHIN INCREDIBLY LARGE, AND MADE VERY WIDE BUT THE GROUND OVER THEIR HABITATIONS WAS NOT VERY HIGH, BUT RATHER ON A PLAIN, WHILE THE ROCKS ARE ALTOGETHER HARD AND DIFFICULT TO BE ENTERED UPON, UNLESS ANY ONE GETS INTO THE PLAIN ROAD BY THE GUIDANCE OF ANOTHER, FOR THESE ROADS ARE NOT STRAIGHT, BUT HAVE SEVERAL REVOLUTIONS. BUT WHEN THESE MEN ARE HINDERED FROM THEIR WICKED PREYING UPON THEIR NEIGHBORS, THEIR CUSTOM IS TO PREY ONE UPON ANOTHER, INSOMUCH THAT NO SORT OF INJUSTICE COMES AMISS TO THEM. BUT WHEN HEROD HAD RECEIVED THIS GRANT FROM CAESAR, AND WAS COME INTO THIS COUNTRY, HE PROCURED SKILLFUL GUIDES, AND PUT A STOP TO THEIR WICKED ROBBERIES, AND PROCURED PEACE AND QUIETNESS TO THE NEIGHBORING PEOPLE. 
2. HEREUPON ZENODORUS WAS GRIEVED, IN THE FIRST PLACE, BECAUSE HIS PRINCIPALITY WAS TAKEN AWAY FROM HIM; AND STILL MORE SO, BECAUSE HE ENVIED HEROD, WHO HAD GOTTEN IT; SO, HE WENT UP TO ROME TO ACCUSE HIM, BUT RETURNED BACK AGAIN WITHOUT SUCCESS. NOW AGRIPPA WAS [ABOUT THIS TIME] SENT TO SUCCEED CAESAR IN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COUNTRIES BEYOND THE IONIAN SEA, UPON WHOM HEROD LIGHTED WHEN HE WAS WINTERING ABOUT MITYLENE, FOR HE HAD BEEN HIS PARTICULAR FRIEND AND COMPANION, AND THEN RETURNED INTO JUDEA AGAIN. HOWEVER, SOME OF THE GADARENS CAME TO AGRIPPA, AND ACCUSED HEROD, WHOM HE SENT BACK BOUND TO THE KING WITHOUT GIVING THEM THE HEARING. BUT STILL THE ARABIANS, WHO OF OLD BARE ILL-WILL TO HEROD'S GOVERNMENT, WERE NETTLED, AND AT THAT TIME ATTEMPTED TO RAISE A SEDITION IN HIS DOMINIONS, AND, AS THEY THOUGHT, UPON A MORE JUSTIFIABLE OCCASION; FOR ZENODORUS, DESPAIRING ALREADY OF SUCCESS AS TO HIS OWN AFFAIRS, PREVENTED [HIS ENEMIES], BY SELLING TO THOSE ARABIANS A PART OF HIS PRINCIPALITY, CALLED AURANITIS, FOR THE VALUE OF FIFTY TALENTS; BUT AS THIS WAS INCLUDED IN THE DONATIONS OF CAESAR, THEY CONTESTED THE POINT WITH HEROD, AS UNJUSTLY DEPRIVED OF WHAT THEY HAD BOUGHT. SOMETIMES THEY DID THIS BY MAKING INCURSIONS UPON HIM, AND SOMETIMES BY ATTEMPTING FORCE AGAINST HIM, AND SOMETIMES BY GOING TO LAW WITH HIM. MOREOVER, THEY PERSUADED THE POORER SOLDIERS TO HELP THEM, AND WERE TROUBLESOME TO HIM, OUT OF A CONSTANT HOPE THAT THEY SHOULD REDUCE THE PEOPLE TO RAISE A SEDITION; IN WHICH DESIGNS THOSE THAT ARE IN THE MOST MISERABLE CIRCUMSTANCES OF LIFE ARE STILL THE MOST EARNEST; AND ALTHOUGH HEROD HAD BEEN A GREAT WHILE APPRIZED OF THESE ATTEMPTS, YET DID NOT HE INDULGE ANY SEVERITY TO THEM, BUT BY RATIONAL METHODS AIMED TO MITIGATE THINGS, AS NOT WILLING TO GIVE ANY HANDLE FOR TUMULTS. 
3. NOW WHEN HEROD HAD ALREADY REIGNED SEVENTEEN YEARS, CAESAR CAME INTO SYRIA; AT WHICH TIME THE GREATEST PART OF THE INHABITANTS OF GADARA CLAMORED AGAINST HEROD, AS ONE THAT WAS HEAVY IN HIS INJUNCTIONS, AND TYRANNICAL. THESE REPROACHES THEY MAINLY VENTURED UPON BY THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF ZENODORUS, WHO TOOK HIS OATH THAT HE WOULD NEVER LEAVE HEROD TILL HE HAD PROCURED THAT THEY SHOULD BE SEVERED FROM HEROD'S KINGDOM, AND JOINED TO CAESAR'S PROVINCE. THE GADARENS WERE INDUCED HEREBY, AND MADE NO SMALL CRY AGAINST HIM, AND THAT THE MORE BOLDLY, BECAUSE THOSE THAT HAD BEEN DELIVERED UP BY AGRIPPA WERE NOT PUNISHED BY HEROD, WHO LET THEM GO, AND DID THEM NO HARM; FOR INDEED HE WAS THE PRINCIPAL MAN IN THE WORLD WHO APPEARED ALMOST INEXORABLE IN PUNISHING CRIMES IN HIS OWN FAMILY, BUT VERY GENEROUS IN REMITTING THE OFFENSES THAT WERE COMMITTED ELSEWHERE. AND WHILE THEY ACCUSED HEROD OF INJURIES, AND PLUNDERING’S, AND SUBVERSIONS OF TEMPLES, HE STOOD UNCONCERNED, AND WAS READY TO MAKE HIS DEFENSE. HOWEVER, CAESAR GAVE HIM HIS RIGHT HAND, AND REMITTED NOTHING OF HIS KINDNESS TO HIM, UPON THIS DISTURBANCE BY THE MULTITUDE; AND INDEED THESE THINGS WERE ALLEGED THE FIRST DAY, BUT THE HEARING PROCEEDED NO FURTHER; FOR AS THE GADARENS SAW THE INCLINATION OF CAESAR AND OF HIS ASSESSORS, AND EXPECTED, AS THEY HAD REASON TO DO, THAT THEY SHOULD BE DELIVERED UP TO THE KING, SOME OF THEM, OUT OF A DREAD OF THE TORMENTS THEY MIGHT UNDERGO, CUT THEIR OWN THROATS IN THE NIGHT TIME, AND SOME OF THEM THREW THEMSELVES DOWN PRECIPICES, AND OTHERS OF THEM CAST THEMSELVES INTO THE RIVER, AND DESTROYED THEMSELVES OF THEIR OWN ACCORD; WHICH ACCIDENTS SEEMED A SUFFICIENT CONDEMNATION OF THE RASHNESS AND CRIMES THEY HAD BEEN GUILTY OF; WHEREUPON CAESAR MADE NO LONGER DELAY, BUT CLEARED HEROD FROM THE CRIMES HE WAS ACCUSED OF. ANOTHER HAPPY ACCIDENT THERE WAS, WHICH WAS A FURTHER GREAT ADVANTAGE TO HEROD AT THIS TIME; FOR ZENODORUS'S BELLY BURST, AND A GREAT QUANTITY OF BLOOD ISSUED FROM HIM IN HIS SICKNESS, AND HE THEREBY DEPARTED THIS LIFE AT ANTIOCH IN SYRIA; SO CAESAR BESTOWED HIS COUNTRY, WHICH WAS NO SMALL ONE, UPON HEROD; IT LAY BETWEEN TRACHON AND GALILEE, AND CONTAINED ULATHA, AND PANEAS, AND THE COUNTRY ROUND ABOUT. HE ALSO MADE HIM ONE OF THE PROCURATORS OF SYRIA, AND COMMANDED THAT THEY SHOULD DO EVERY THING WITH HIS APPROBATION; AND, IN SHORT, HE ARRIVED AT THAT PITCH OF FELICITY, THAT WHEREAS THERE WERE BUT TWO MEN THAT GOVERNED THE VAST ROMAN EMPIRE, FIRST CAESAR, AND THEN AGRIPPA, WHO WAS HIS PRINCIPAL FAVORITE, CAESAR PREFERRED NO ONE TO HEROD BESIDES AGRIPPA, AND AGRIPPA MADE NO ONE HIS GREATER FRIEND THAN HEROD BESIDES CAESAR. AND WHEN HE HAD ACQUIRED SUCH FREEDOM, HE BEGGED OF CAESAR A TETRARCHY FOR HIS BROTHER PHERORAS, WHILE HE DID HIMSELF BESTOW UPON HIM A REVENUE OF A HUNDRED TALENTS OUT OF HIS OWN KINGDOM, THAT IN CASE HE CAME TO ANY HARM HIMSELF, HIS BROTHER MIGHT BE IN SAFETY, AND THAT HIS SONS MIGHT NOT HAVE DOMINION OVER HIM. SO, WHEN HE HAD CONDUCTED CAESAR TO THE SEA, AND WAS RETURNED HOME, HE BUILT HIM A MOST BEAUTIFUL TEMPLE, OF THE WHITEST STONE, IN ZENODORUS'S COUNTRY, NEAR THE PLACE CALLED PANLURE. THIS IS A VERY FINE CAVE IN A MOUNTAIN, UNDER WHICH THERE IS A GREAT CAVITY IN THE EARTH, AND THE CAVERN IS ABRUPT, AND PRODIGIOUSLY DEEP, AND FRILL OF A STILL WATER; OVER IT HANGS A VAST MOUNTAIN; AND UNDER THE CAVERNS ARISE THE SPRINGS OF THE RIVER JORDAN. HEROD ADORNED THIS PLACE, WHICH WAS ALREADY A VERY REMARKABLE ONE, STILL FURTHER BY THE ERECTION OF THIS TEMPLE, WHICH HE DEDICATED TO CAESAR. 
4. AT WHICH TIME HEROD RELEASED TO HIS SUBJECTS THE THIRD PART OF THEIR TAXES, UNDER PRETENSE INDEED OF RELIEVING THEM, AFTER THE DEARTH THEY HAD HAD; BUT THE MAIN REASON WAS, TO RECOVER THEIR GOOD-WILL, WHICH HE NOW WANTED; FOR THEY WERE UNEASY AT HIM, BECAUSE OF THE INNOVATIONS HE HAD INTRODUCED IN THEIR PRACTICES, OF THE DISSOLUTION OF THEIR RELIGION, AND OF THE DISUSE OF THEIR OWN CUSTOMS; AND THE PEOPLE EVERY WHERE TALKED AGAINST HIM, LIKE THOSE THAT WERE STILL MORE PROVOKED AND DISTURBED AT HIS PROCEDURE; AGAINST WHICH DISCONTENTS HE GREATLY GUARDED HIMSELF, AND TOOK AWAY THE OPPORTUNITIES THEY MIGHT HAVE TO DISTURB HIM, AND ENJOINED THEM TO BE ALWAYS AT WORK; NOR DID HE PERMIT THE CITIZENS EITHER TO MEET TOGETHER, OR TO WALK OR EAT TOGETHER, BUT WATCHED EVERY THING THEY DID, AND WHEN ANY WERE CAUGHT, THEY WERE SEVERELY PUNISHED; AND MANY THERE WERE WHO WERE BROUGHT TO THE CITADEL HYRCANIA, BOTH OPENLY AND SECRETLY, AND WERE THERE PUT TO DEATH; AND THERE WERE SPIES SET EVERY WHERE, BOTH IN THE CITY AND IN THE ROADS, WHO WATCHED THOSE THAT MET TOGETHER; NAY, IT IS REPORTED THAT HE DID NOT HIMSELF NEGLECT THIS PART OF CAUTION, BUT THAT HE WOULD OFTENTIMES HIMSELF TAKE THE HABIT OF A PRIVATE MAN, AND MIX AMONG THE MULTITUDE, IN THE NIGHT TIME, AND MAKE TRIAL WHAT OPINION THEY HAD OF HIS GOVERNMENT: AND AS FOR THOSE THAT COULD NO WAY BE REDUCED TO ACQUIESCE UNDER HIS SCHEME OF GOVERNMENT, HE PROSECUTED THEM ALL MANNER OF WAYS; BUT FOR THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE, HE REQUIRED THAT THEY SHOULD BE OBLIGED TO TAKE AN OATH OF FIDELITY TO HIM, AND AT THE SAME TIME COMPELLED THEM TO SWEAR THAT THEY WOULD BEAR HIM GOOD-WILL, AND CONTINUE CERTAINLY SO TO DO, IN HIS MANAGEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT; AND INDEED A GREAT PART OF THEM, EITHER TO PLEASE HIM, OR OUT OF FEAR OF HIM, YIELDED TO WHAT HE REQUIRED OF THEM; BUT FOR SUCH AS WERE OF A MORE OPEN AND GENEROUS DISPOSITION, AND HAD INDIGNATION AT THE FORCE HE USED TO THEM, HE BY ONE MEANS OR OTHER MADE AWAY, WITH THEM. HE ENDEAVORED ALSO TO PERSUADE POLLIO THE PHARISEE, AND SATNEAS, AND THE GREATEST PART OF THEIR SCHOLARS, TO TAKE THE OATH; BUT THESE WOULD NEITHER SUBMIT SO TO DO, NOR WERE THEY PUNISHED TOGETHER WITH THE REST, OUT OF THE REVERENCE HE BORE TO POLLIO. THE ESSENS ALSO, AS WE CALL A SECT OF OURS, WERE EXCUSED FROM THIS IMPOSITION. THESE MEN LIVE THE SAME KIND OF LIFE AS DO THOSE WHOM THE GREEKS CALL PYTHAGOREANS, CONCERNING WHOM I SHALL DISCOURSE MORE FULLY ELSEWHERE. HOWEVER, IT IS BUT FIT TO SET DOWN HERE THE REASONS WHEREFORE HEROD HAD THESE ESSENS IN SUCH HONOR, AND THOUGHT HIGHER OF THEM THAN THEIR MORTAL NATURE REQUIRED; NOR WILL THIS ACCOUNT BE UNSUITABLE TO THE NATURE OF THIS HISTORY, AS IT WILL SHOW THE OPINION MEN HAD OF THESE ESSENS. 
5. NOW THERE WAS ONE OF THESE ESSENS, WHOSE NAME WAS MANAHEM, WHO HAD THIS TESTIMONY, THAT HE NOT ONLY CONDUCTED HIS LIFE AFTER AN EXCELLENT MANNER, BUT HAD THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF FUTURE EVENTS GIVEN HIM BY GOD ALSO. THIS MAN ONCE SAW HEROD WHEN HE WAS A CHILD, AND GOING TO SCHOOL, AND SALUTED HIM AS KING OF THE JEWS; BUT HE, THINKING THAT EITHER HE DID NOT KNOW HIM, OR THAT HE WAS IN JEST, PUT HIM IN MIND THAT HE WAS BUT A PRIVATE MAN; BUT MANAHEM SMILED TO HIMSELF, AND CLAPPED HIM ON HIS BACKSIDE WITH HIS HAND, AND SAID," HOWEVER THAT BE, THOU WILT BE KING, AND WILT BEGIN THY REIGN HAPPILY, FOR GOD FINDS THEE WORTHY OF IT. AND DO THOU REMEMBER THE BLOWS THAT MANAHEM HATH GIVEN THEE, AS BEING A SIGNAL OF THE CHANGE OF THY FORTUNE. AND TRULY THIS WILL BE THE BEST REASONING FOR THEE, THAT THOU LOVE JUSTICE [TOWARDS MEN], AND PIETY TOWARDS GOD, AND CLEMENCY TOWARDS THY CITIZENS; YET DO I KNOW HOW THY WHOLE CONDUCT WILL BE, THAT THOU WILT NOT BE SUCH A ONE, FOR THOU WILT EXCEL ALL MEN IN HAPPINESS, AND OBTAIN AN EVERLASTING REPUTATION, BUT WILT FORGET PIETY AND RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND THESE CRIMES WILL NOT BE CONCEALED FROM GOD, AT THE CONCLUSION OF THY LIFE, WHEN THOU WILT FIND THAT HE WILL BE MINDFUL OF THEM, AND PUNISH TIME FOR THEM." NOW AT THAT TIME HEROD DID NOT AT ALL ATTEND TO WHAT MANAHEM SAID, AS HAVING NO HOPES OF SUCH ADVANCEMENT; BUT A LITTLE AFTERWARD, WHEN HE WAS SO FORTUNATE AS TO BE ADVANCED TO THE DIGNITY OF KING, AND WAS IN THE HEIGHT OF HIS DOMINION, HE SENT FOR MANAHEM, AND ASKED HIM HOW LONG HE SHOULD REIGN. MANAHEM DID NOT TELL HIM THE FULL LENGTH OF HIS REIGN; WHEREFORE, UPON THAT SILENCE OF HIS, HE ASKED HIM FURTHER, WHETHER HE SHOULD REIGN TEN YEARS OR NOT? HE REPLIED, "YES, TWENTY, NAY, THIRTY YEARS;" BUT DID NOT ASSIGN THE JUST DETERMINATE LIMIT OF HIS REIGN. HEROD WAS SATISFIED WITH THESE REPLIES, AND GAVE MANAHEM HIS HAND, AND DISMISSED HIM; AND FROM THAT TIME, HE CONTINUED TO HONOR ALL THE ESSENS. WE HAVE THOUGHT IT PROPER TO RELATE THESE FACTS TO OUR READERS, HOW STRANGE SOEVER THEY BE, AND TO DECLARE WHAT HATH HAPPENED AMONG US, BECAUSE MANY OF THESE ESSENS HAVE, BY THEIR EXCELLENT VIRTUE, BEEN THOUGHT WORTHY OF THIS KNOWLEDGE OF DIVINE REVELATIONS.
CHAPTER 11. HOW HEROD REBUILT THE TEMPLE AND RAISED IT HIGHER AND MADE IT MORE MAGNIFICENT THAN IT WAS BEFORE; AS ALSO CONCERNING THAT TOWER WHICH HE CALLED ANTONIA. 
1. AND NOW HEROD, IN THE EIGHTEENTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN, AND AFTER THE ACTS ALREADY MENTIONED, UNDERTOOK A VERY GREAT WORK, THAT IS, TO BUILD OF HIMSELF THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND MAKE IT LARGER IN COMPASS, AND TO RAISE IT TO A MOST MAGNIFICENT ALTITUDE, AS ESTEEMING IT TO BE THE MOST GLORIOUS OF ALL HIS ACTIONS, AS IT REALLY WAS, TO BRING IT TO PERFECTION; AND THAT THIS WOULD BE SUFFICIENT FOR AN EVERLASTING MEMORIAL OF HIM; BUT AS HE KNEW THE MULTITUDE WERE NOT READY NOR WILLING TO ASSIST HIM IN SO VAST A DESIGN, HE THOUGHT TO PREPARE THEM FIRST BY MAKING A SPEECH TO THEM, AND THEN SET ABOUT THE WORK ITSELF; SO HE CALLED THEM TOGETHER, AND SPOKE THUS TO THEM: "I THINK I NEED NOT SPEAK TO YOU, MY COUNTRYMEN, ABOUT SUCH OTHER WORKS AS I HAVE DONE SINCE I CAME TO THE KINGDOM, ALTHOUGH I MAY SAY THEY HAVE BEEN PERFORMED IN SUCH A MANNER AS TO BRING MORE SECURITY TO YOU THAN GLORY TO MYSELF; FOR I HAVE NEITHER BEEN NEGLIGENT IN THE MOST DIFFICULT TIMES ABOUT WHAT TENDED TO EASE YOUR NECESSITIES, NOR HAVE THE BUILDINGS. I HAVE MADE BEEN SO PROPER TO PRESERVE ME AS YOURSELVES FROM INJURIES; AND I IMAGINE THAT, WITH GOD'S ASSISTANCE, I HAVE ADVANCED THE NATION OF THE JEWS TO A DEGREE OF HAPPINESS WHICH THEY NEVER HAD BEFORE; AND FOR THE PARTICULAR EDIFICES BELONGING TO YOUR OWN COUNTRY, AND YOUR OWN CITIES, AS ALSO TO THOSE CITIES THAT WE HAVE LATELY ACQUIRED, WHICH WE HAVE ERECTED AND GREATLY ADORNED, AND THEREBY AUGMENTED THE DIGNITY OF YOUR NATION, IT SEEMS TO ME A NEEDLESS TASK TO ENUMERATE THEM TO YOU, SINCE YOU WELL KNOW THEM YOURSELVES; BUT AS TO THAT UNDERTAKING WHICH I HAVE A MIND TO SET ABOUT AT PRESENT, AND WHICH WILL BE A WORK OF THE GREATEST PIETY AND EXCELLENCE THAT CAN POSSIBLY BE UNDERTAKEN BY US, I WILL NOW DECLARE IT TO YOU. OUR FATHERS, INDEED, WHEN THEY WERE RETURNED FROM BABYLON, BUILT THIS TEMPLE TO GOD ALMIGHTY, YET DOES IT WANT SIXTY CUBITS OF ITS LARGENESS IN ALTITUDE; FOR SO MUCH DID THAT FIRST TEMPLE WHICH SOLOMON BUILT EXCEED THIS TEMPLE; NOR LET ANY ONE CONDEMN OUR FATHERS FOR THEIR NEGLIGENCE OR WANT OF PIETY HEREIN, FOR IT WAS NOT THEIR FAULT THAT THE TEMPLE WAS NO HIGHER; FOR THEY WERE CYRUS, AND DARIUS THE SON OF HYSTASPES, WHO DETERMINED THE MEASURES FOR ITS REBUILDING; AND IT HATH BEEN BY REASON OF THE SUBJECTION OF THOSE FATHERS OF OURS TO THEM AND TO THEIR POSTERITY, AND AFTER THEM TO THE MACEDONIANS, THAT THEY HAD NOT THE OPPORTUNITY TO FOLLOW THE ORIGINAL MODEL OF THIS PIOUS EDIFICE, NOR COULD RAISE IT TO ITS ANCIENT ALTITUDE; BUT SINCE I AM NOW, BY GOD'S WILL, YOUR GOVERNOR, AND I HAVE HAD PEACE A LONG TIME, AND HAVE GAINED GREAT RICHES AND LARGE REVENUES, AND, WHAT IS THE PRINCIPAL FILING OF ALL, I AM AT AMITY WITH AND WELL REGARDED BY THE ROMANS, WHO, IF I MAY SO SAY, ARE THE RULERS OF THE WHOLE WORLD, I WILL DO MY ENDEAVOR TO CORRECT THAT IMPERFECTION, WHICH HATH ARISEN FROM THE NECESSITY OF OUR AFFAIRS, AND THE SLAVERY WE HAVE BEEN UNDER FORMERLY, AND TO MAKE A THANKFUL RETURN, AFTER THE MOST PIOUS MANNER, TO GOD, FOR WHAT BLESSINGS I HAVE RECEIVED FROM HIM, BY GIVING ME THIS KINGDOM, AND THAT BY RENDERING HIS TEMPLE AS COMPLETE AS I AM ABLE." 
2. AND THIS WAS THE SPEECH WHICH HEROD MADE TO THEM; BUT STILL THIS SPEECH AFFRIGHTED MANY OF THE PEOPLE, AS BEING UNEXPECTED BY THEM; AND BECAUSE IT SEEMED INCREDIBLE, IT DID NOT ENCOURAGE THEM, BUT PUT A DAMP UPON THEM, FOR THEY WERE AFRAID THAT HE WOULD PULL DOWN THE WHOLE EDIFICE, AND NOT BE ABLE TO BRING HIS INTENTIONS TO PERFECTION FOR ITS REBUILDING; AND THIS DANGER APPEARED TO THEM TO BE VERY GREAT, AND THE VASTNESS OF THE UNDERTAKING TO BE SUCH AS COULD HARDLY BE ACCOMPLISHED. BUT WHILE THEY WERE IN THIS DISPOSITION, THE KING ENCOURAGED THEM, AND TOLD THEM HE WOULD NOT PULL DOWN THEIR TEMPLE TILL ALL THINGS WERE GOTTEN READY FOR BUILDING IT UP ENTIRELY AGAIN. AND AS HE PROMISED THEM THIS BEFOREHAND, SO HE DID NOT BREAK HIS WORD WITH THEM, BUT GOT READY A THOUSAND WAGONS, THAT WERE TO BRING STONES FOR THE BUILDING, AND CHOSE OUT TEN THOUSAND OF THE MOST SKILLFUL WORKMEN, AND BOUGHT A THOUSAND SACERDOTAL GARMENTS FOR AS MANY OF THE PRIESTS, AND HAD SOME OF THEM TAUGHT THE ARTS OF STONECUTTERS, AND OTHERS OF CARPENTERS, AND THEN BEGAN TO BUILD; BUT THIS NOT TILL EVERY THING WAS WELL PREPARED FOR THE WORK. 
3. SO HEROD TOOK AWAY THE OLD FOUNDATIONS, AND LAID OTHERS, AND ERECTED THE TEMPLE UPON THEM, BEING IN LENGTH A HUNDRED CUBITS, AND IN HEIGHT TWENTY ADDITIONAL CUBITS, WHICH [TWENTY], UPON THE SINKING OF THEIR FOUNDATIONS FELL DOWN; AND THIS PART IT WAS THAT WE RESOLVED TO RAISE AGAIN IN THE DAYS OF NERO. NOW THE TEMPLE WAS BUILT OF STONES THAT WERE WHITE AND STRONG, AND EACH OF THEIR LENGTH WAS TWENTY-FIVE CUBITS, THEIR HEIGHT WAS EIGHT, AND THEIR BREADTH ABOUT TWELVE; AND THE WHOLE STRUCTURE, AS ALSO THE STRUCTURE OF THE ROYAL CLOISTER, WAS ON EACH SIDE MUCH LOWER, BUT THE MIDDLE WAS MUCH HIGHER, TILL THEY WERE VISIBLE TO THOSE THAT DWELT IN THE COUNTRY FOR A GREAT MANY FURLONGS, BUT CHIEFLY TO SUCH AS LIVED OVER AGAINST THEM, AND THOSE THAT APPROACHED TO THEM. THE TEMPLE HAD DOORS ALSO AT THE ENTRANCE, AND LINTELS OVER THEM, OF THE SAME HEIGHT WITH THE TEMPLE ITSELF. THEY WERE ADORNED WITH EMBROIDERED VEILS, WITH THEIR FLOWERS OF PURPLE, AND PILLARS INTERWOVEN; AND OVER THESE, BUT UNDER THE CROWN-WORK, WAS SPREAD OUT A GOLDEN VINE, WITH ITS BRANCHES HANGING DOWN FROM A GREAT HEIGHT, THE LARGENESS AND FINE WORKMANSHIP OF WHICH WAS A SURPRISING SIGHT TO THE SPECTATORS, TO SEE WHAT VAST MATERIALS THERE WERE, AND WITH WHAT GREAT SKILL THE WORKMANSHIP WAS DONE. HE ALSO ENCOMPASSED THE ENTIRE TEMPLE WITH VERY LARGE CLOISTERS, CONTRIVING THEM TO BE IN A DUE PROPORTION THERETO; AND HE LAID OUT LARGER SUMS OF MONEY UPON THEM THAN HAD BEEN DONE BEFORE HIM, TILL IT SEEMED THAT NO ONE ELSE HAD SO GREATLY ADORNED THE TEMPLE AS HE HAD DONE. THERE WAS A LARGE WALL TO BOTH THE CLOISTERS, WHICH WALL WAS ITSELF THE MOST PRODIGIOUS WORK THAT WAS EVER HEARD OF BY MAN. THE HILL WAS A ROCKY ASCENT, THAT DECLINED BY DEGREES TOWARDS THE EAST PARTS OF THE CITY, TILL IT CAME TO AN ELEVATED LEVEL. THIS HILL IT WAS WHICH SOLOMON, WHO WAS THE FIRST OF OUR KINGS, BY DIVINE REVELATION, ENCOMPASSED WITH A WALL; IT WAS OF EXCELLENT WORKMANSHIP UPWARDS, AND ROUND THE TOP OF IT. HE ALSO BUILT A WALL BELOW, BEGINNING AT THE BOTTOM, WHICH WAS ENCOMPASSED BY A DEEP VALLEY; AND AT THE SOUTH SIDE HE LAID ROCKS TOGETHER, AND BOUND THEM ONE TO ANOTHER WITH LEAD, AND INCLUDED SOME OF THE INNER PARTS, TILL IT PROCEEDED TO A GREAT HEIGHT, AND TILL BOTH THE LARGENESS OF THE SQUARE EDIFICE AND ITS ALTITUDE WERE IMMENSE, AND TILL THE VASTNESS OF THE STONES IN THE FRONT WERE PLAINLY VISIBLE ON THE OUTSIDE, YET SO THAT THE INWARD PARTS WERE FASTENED TOGETHER WITH IRON, AND PRESERVED THE JOINTS IMMOVABLE FOR ALL FUTURE TIMES. WHEN THIS WORK [FOR THE FOUNDATION] WAS DONE IN THIS MANNER, AND JOINED TOGETHER AS PART OF THE HILL ITSELF TO THE VERY TOP OF IT, HE WROUGHT IT ALL INTO ONE OUTWARD SURFACE, AND FILLED UP THE HOLLOW PLACES WHICH WERE ABOUT THE WALL, AND MADE IT A LEVEL ON THE EXTERNAL UPPER SURFACE, AND A SMOOTH LEVEL ALSO. THIS HILL WAS WALLED ALL ROUND, AND IN COMPASS FOUR FURLONGS, [THE DISTANCE OF] EACH ANGLE CONTAINING IN LENGTH A FURLONG: BUT WITHIN THIS WALL, AND ON THE VERY TOP OF ALL, THERE RAN ANOTHER WALL OF STONE ALSO, HAVING, ON THE EAST QUARTER, A DOUBLE CLOISTER, OF THE SAME LENGTH WITH THE WALL; IN THE MIDST OF WHICH WAS THE TEMPLE ITSELF. THIS CLOISTER LOOKED TO THE GATES OF THE TEMPLE; AND IT HAD BEEN ADORNED BY MANY KINGS IN FORMER TIMES; AND ROUND ABOUT THE ENTIRE TEMPLE WERE FIXED THE SPOILS TAKEN FROM BARBAROUS NATIONS; ALL THESE HAD BEEN DEDICATED TO THE TEMPLE BY HEROD, WITH THE ADDITION OF THOSE HE HAD TAKEN FROM THE ARABIANS. 
4. NOW ON THE NORTH SIDE [OF THE TEMPLE] WAS BUILT A CITADEL, WHOSE WALLS WERE SQUARE, AND STRONG, AND OF EXTRAORDINARY FIRMNESS. THIS CITADEL WAS BUILT BY THE KINGS OF THE ASAMONEAN RACE, WHO WERE ALSO HIGH PRIESTS BEFORE HEROD, AND THEY CALLED IT THE TOWER, IN WHICH WERE REPOSITED THE VESTMENTS OF THE HIGH PRIEST, WHICH THE HIGH PRIEST ONLY PUT ON AT THE TIME WHEN HE WAS TO OFFER SACRIFICE. THESE VESTMENTS KING HEROD KEPT IN THAT PLACE; AND AFTER HIS DEATH THEY WERE UNDER THE POWER OF THE ROMANS, UNTIL THE TIME OF TIBERIUS CAESAR; UNDER WHOSE REIGN VITELLIUS, THE PRESIDENT OF SYRIA, WHEN HE ONCE CAME TO JERUSALEM, AND HAD BEEN MOST MAGNIFICENTLY RECEIVED BY THE MULTITUDE, HE HAD A MIND TO MAKE THEM SOME REQUITAL FOR THE KINDNESS THEY HAD SHEWN HIM; SO, UPON THEIR PETITION TO HAVE THOSE HOLY VESTMENTS IN THEIR OWN POWER, HE WROTE ABOUT THEM TO TIBERIUS CAESAR, WHO GRANTED HIS REQUEST: AND THIS THEIR POWER OVER THE SACERDOTAL VESTMENTS CONTINUED WITH THE JEWS TILL THE DEATH OF KING AGRIPPA; BUT AFTER THAT, CASSIUS LONGINUS, WHO WAS PRESIDENT OF SYRIA, AND CUSPIUS FADUS, WHO WAS PROCURATOR OF JUDEA, ENJOINED THE JEWS TO REPOSIT THOSE VESTMENTS IN THE TOWER OF ANTONIA, FOR THAT THEY OUGHT TO HAVE THEM IN THEIR POWER, AS THEY FORMERLY HAD. HOWEVER, THE JEWS SENT AMBASSADORS TO CLAUDIUS CAESAR, TO INTERCEDE WITH HIM FOR THEM; UPON WHOSE COMING, KING AGRIPPA, JUNIOR, BEING THEN AT ROME, ASKED FOR AND OBTAINED THE POWER OVER THEM FROM THE EMPEROR, WHO GAVE COMMAND TO VITELLIUS, WHO WAS THEN COMMANDER IN SYRIA, TO GIVE IT THEM ACCORDINGLY. BEFORE THAT TIME THEY WERE KEPT UNDER THE SEAL OF THE HIGH PRIEST, AND OF THE TREASURERS OF THE TEMPLE; WHICH TREASURERS, THE DAY BEFORE A FESTIVAL, WENT UP TO THE ROMAN CAPTAIN OF THE TEMPLE GUARDS, AND VIEWED THEIR OWN SEAL, AND RECEIVED THE VESTMENTS; AND AGAIN, WHEN THE FESTIVAL WAS OVER, THEY BROUGHT IT TO THE SAME PLACE, AND SHOWED THE CAPTAIN OF THE TEMPLE GUARDS THEIR SEAL, WHICH CORRESPONDED WITH HIS SEAL, AND REPOSITED THEM THERE. AND THAT THESE THINGS WERE SO, THE AFFLICTIONS THAT HAPPENED TO US AFTERWARDS [ABOUT THEM] ARE SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE. BUT FOR THE TOWER ITSELF, WHEN HEROD THE KING OF THE JEWS HAD FORTIFIED IT MORE FIRMLY THAN BEFORE, IN ORDER TO SECURE AND GUARD THE TEMPLE, HE GRATIFIED ANTONIUS, WHO WAS HIS FRIEND, AND THE ROMAN RULER, AND THEN GAVE IT THE NAME OF THE TOWER OF ANTONIA. 
5. NOW IN THE WESTERN QUARTERS OF THE ENCLOSURE OF THE TEMPLE THERE WERE FOUR GATES; THE FIRST LED TO THE KING'S PALACE, AND WENT TO A PASSAGE OVER THE INTERMEDIATE VALLEY; TWO MORE LED TO THE SUBURBS OF THE CITY; AND THE LAST LED TO THE OTHER CITY, WHERE THE ROAD DESCENDED DOWN INTO THE VALLEY BY A GREAT NUMBER OF STEPS, AND THENCE UP AGAIN BY THE ASCENT FOR THE CITY LAY OVER AGAINST THE TEMPLE IN THE MANNER OF A THEATER, AND WAS ENCOMPASSED WITH A DEEP VALLEY ALONG THE ENTIRE SOUTH QUARTER; BUT THE FOURTH FRONT OF THE TEMPLE, WHICH WAS SOUTHWARD, HAD INDEED ITSELF GATES IN ITS MIDDLE, AS ALSO IT HAD THE ROYAL CLOISTERS, WITH THREE WALKS, WHICH REACHED IN LENGTH FROM THE EAST VALLEY UNTO THAT ON THE WEST, FOR IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE IT SHOULD REACH ANY FARTHER: AND THIS CLOISTER DESERVES TO BE MENTIONED BETTER THAN ANY OTHER UNDER THE SUN; FOR WHILE THE VALLEY WAS VERY DEEP, AND ITS BOTTOM COULD NOT BE SEEN, IF YOU LOOKED FROM ABOVE INTO THE DEPTH, THIS FURTHER VASTLY HIGH ELEVATION OF THE CLOISTER STOOD UPON THAT HEIGHT, INSOMUCH THAT IF ANY ONE LOOKED DOWN FROM THE TOP OF THE BATTLEMENTS, OR DOWN BOTH THOSE ALTITUDES, HE WOULD BE GIDDY, WHILE HIS SIGHT COULD NOT REACH TO SUCH AN IMMENSE DEPTH. THIS CLOISTER HAD PILLARS THAT STOOD IN FOUR ROWS ONE OVER AGAINST THE OTHER ALL ALONG, FOR THE FOURTH ROW WAS INTERWOVEN INTO THE WALL, WHICH [ALSO WAS BUILT OF STONE]; AND THE THICKNESS OF EACH PILLAR WAS SUCH, THAT THREE MEN MIGHT, WITH THEIR ARMS EXTENDED, FATHOM IT ROUND, AND JOIN THEIR HANDS AGAIN, WHILE ITS LENGTH WAS TWENTY-SEVEN FEET, WITH A DOUBLE SPIRAL AT ITS BASIS; AND THE NUMBER OF ALL THE PILLARS [IN THAT COURT] WAS A HUNDRED AND SIXTY-TWO. THEIR CHAPITERS WERE MADE WITH SCULPTURES AFTER THE CORINTHIAN ORDER, AND CAUSED AN AMAZEMENT [TO THE SPECTATORS], BY REASON OF THE GRANDEUR OF THE WHOLE. THESE FOUR ROWS OF PILLARS INCLUDED THREE INTERVALS FOR WALKING IN THE MIDDLE OF THIS CLOISTER; TWO OF WHICH WALKS WERE MADE PARALLEL TO EACH OTHER, AND WERE CONTRIVED AFTER THE SAME MANNER; THE BREADTH OF EACH OF THEM WAS THIRTY FEET, THE LENGTH WAS A FURLONG, AND THE HEIGHT FIFTY FEET; BUT THE BREADTH OF THE MIDDLE PART OF THE CLOISTER WAS ONE AND A HALF OF THE OTHER, AND THE HEIGHT WAS DOUBLE, FOR IT WAS MUCH HIGHER THAN THOSE ON EACH SIDE; BUT THE ROOFS WERE ADORNED WITH DEEP SCULPTURES IN WOOD, REPRESENTING MANY SORTS OF FIGURES. THE MIDDLE WAS MUCH HIGHER THAN THE REST, AND THE WALL OF THE FRONT WAS ADORNED WITH BEAMS, RESTING UPON PILLARS, THAT WERE INTERWOVEN INTO IT, AND THAT FRONT WAS ALL OF POLISHED STONE, INSOMUCH THAT ITS FINENESS, TO SUCH AS HAD NOT SEEN IT, WAS INCREDIBLE, AND TO SUCH AS HAD SEEN IT, WAS GREATLY AMAZING. THUS, WAS THE FIRST ENCLOSURE. IN THE MIDST OF WHICH, AND NOT FAR FROM IT, WAS THE SECOND, TO BE GONE UP TO BY A FEW STEPS: THIS WAS ENCOMPASSED BY A STONE WALL FOR A PARTITION, WITH AN INSCRIPTION, WHICH FORBADE ANY FOREIGNER TO GO IN UNDER PAIN OF DEATH. NOW THIS INNER ENCLOSURE HAD ON ITS SOUTHERN AND NORTHERN QUARTERS THREE GATES [EQUALLY] DISTANT ONE FROM ANOTHER; BUT ON THE EAST QUARTER, TOWARDS THE SUN-RISING, THERE WAS ONE LARGE GATE, THROUGH WHICH SUCH AS WERE PURE CAME IN, TOGETHER WITH THEIR WIVES; BUT THE TEMPLE FURTHER INWARD IN THAT GATE WAS NOT ALLOWED TO THE WOMEN; BUT STILL MORE INWARD WAS THERE A THIRD [COURT OF THE] TEMPLE, WHERE INTO IT WAS NOT LAWFUL FOR ANY BUT THE PRIESTS ALONE TO ENTER. THE TEMPLE ITSELF WAS WITHIN THIS; AND BEFORE THAT TEMPLE WAS THE ALTAR, UPON WHICH WE OFFER OUR SACRIFICES AND BURNT-OFFERINGS TO GOD. INTO NONE OF THESE THREE DID KING HEROD ENTER, FOR HE WAS FORBIDDEN, BECAUSE HE WAS NOT A PRIEST. HOWEVER, HE TOOK CARE OF THE CLOISTERS AND THE OUTER ENCLOSURES, AND THESE HE BUILT IN EIGHT YEARS. 
6. BUT THE TEMPLE ITSELF WAS BUILT BY THE PRIESTS IN A YEAR AND SIX MONTHS; UPON WHICH ALL THE PEOPLE WERE FULL OF JOY; AND PRESENTLY THEY RETURNED THANKS, IN THE FIRST PLACE, TO GOD; AND IN THE NEXT PLACE, FOR THE ALACRITY THE KING HAD SHOWED. THEY FEASTED AND CELEBRATED THIS REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE: AND FOR THE KING, HE SACRIFICED THREE HUNDRED OXEN TO GOD, AS DID THE REST EVERY ONE ACCORDING TO HIS ABILITY; THE NUMBER OF WHICH SACRIFICES IS NOT POSSIBLE TO SET DOWN, FOR IT CANNOT BE THAT WE SHOULD TRULY RELATE IT; FOR AT THE SAME TIME WITH THIS CELEBRATION FOR THE WORK ABOUT THE TEMPLE FELL ALSO THE DAY OF THE KING'S INAUGURATION, WHICH HE KEPT OF AN OLD CUSTOM AS A FESTIVAL, AND IT NOW COINCIDED WITH THE OTHER, WHICH COINCIDENCE OF THEM BOTH MADE THE FESTIVAL MOST ILLUSTRIOUS. 
7. THERE WAS ALSO AN OCCULT PASSAGE BUILT FOR THE KING; IT LED FROM ANTONIA TO THE INNER TEMPLE, AT ITS EASTERN GATE; OVER WHICH HE ALSO ERECTED FOR HIMSELF A TOWER, THAT HE MIGHT HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF A SUBTERRANEOUS ASCENT TO THE TEMPLE, IN ORDER TO GUARD AGAINST ANY SEDITION WHICH MIGHT BE MADE BY THE PEOPLE AGAINST THEIR KINGS. IT IS ALSO REPORTED, THAT DURING THE TIME THAT THE TEMPLE WAS BUILDING, IT DID NOT RAIN IN THE DAYTIME, BUT THAT THE SHOWERS FELL IN THE NIGHTS, SO THAT THE WORK WAS NOT HINDERED. AND THIS OUR FATHERS HAVE DELIVERED TO US; NOR IS IT INCREDIBLE, IF ANY ONE, HAVE REGARD TO THE MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD. AND THUS, WAS PERFORMED THE WORK OF THE REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK XVI
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWELVE YEARS FROM THE FINISHING OF THE TEMPLE BY HEROD TO THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS
CHAPTER 1. A LAW OF HEROD'S ABOUT, THIEVES. SALOME AND PHERORAS CALUMNIATE ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS, UPON THEIR RETURN FROM ROME FOR WHOM YET HEROD PROVIDES WIVES. 
1. AS KING HEROD WAS VERY ZEALOUS IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF HIS ENTIRE GOVERNMENT, AND DESIROUS TO PUT A STOP TO PARTICULAR ACTS OF INJUSTICE WHICH WERE DONE BY CRIMINALS ABOUT THE CITY AND COUNTRY, HE MADE A LAW, NO WAY LIKE OUR ORIGINAL LAWS, AND WHICH HE ENACTED OF HIMSELF, TO EXPOSE HOUSE-BREAKERS TO BE EJECTED OUT OF HIS KINGDOM; WHICH PUNISHMENT WAS NOT ONLY GRIEVOUS TO BE BORNE BY THE OFFENDERS, BUT CONTAINED IN IT A DISSOLUTION OF THE CUSTOMS OF OUR FOREFATHERS; FOR THIS SLAVERY TO FOREIGNERS, AND SUCH AS DID NOT LIVE AFTER THE MANNER OF JEWS, AND THIS NECESSITY THAT THEY WERE UNDER TO DO WHATSOEVER SUCH MEN SHOULD COMMAND, WAS AN OFFENSE AGAINST OUR RELIGIOUS SETTLEMENT, RATHER THAN A PUNISHMENT TO SUCH AS WERE FOUND TO HAVE OFFENDED, SUCH A PUNISHMENT BEING AVOIDED IN OUR ORIGINAL LAWS; FOR THOSE LAWS ORDAIN, THAT THE THIEF SHALL RESTORE FOURFOLD; AND THAT IF HE HAVE NOT SO MUCH, HE SHALL BE SOLD INDEED, BUT NOT TO FOREIGNERS, NOR SO THAT HE BE UNDER PERPETUAL SLAVERY, FOR HE MUST HAVE BEEN RELEASED AFTER SIX YEARS. BUT THIS LAW, THUS ENACTED, IN ORDER TO INTRODUCE A SEVERE AND ILLEGAL PUNISHMENT, SEEMED TO BE A PIECE OF INSOLENCE OF HEROD, WHEN HE DID NOT ACT AS A KING, BUT AS A TYRANT, AND THUS CONTEMPTUOUSLY, AND WITHOUT ANY REGARD TO HIS SUBJECTS, DID HE VENTURE TO INTRODUCE SUCH A PUNISHMENT. NOW THIS PENALTY, THUS BROUGHT INTO PRACTICE, WAS LIKE HEROD'S OTHER ACTIONS, AND BECAME A PART OF HIS ACCUSATION, AND AN OCCASION OF THE HATRED HE LAY UNDER. 
2. NOW AT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT HE SAILED TO ITALY, AS VERY DESIROUS TO MEET WITH CAESAR, AND TO SEE HIS SONS WHO LIVED AT ROME; AND CAESAR WAS NOT ONLY VERY OBLIGING TO HIM IN OTHER RESPECTS, BUT DELIVERED HIM HIS SONS AGAIN, THAT HE MIGHT TAKE THEM HOME WITH HIM, AS HAVING ALREADY COMPLETED THEMSELVES IN THE SCIENCES; BUT AS SOON AS THE YOUNG MEN WERE COME FROM ITALY, THE MULTITUDE WERE VERY DESIROUS TO SEE THEM, AND THEY BECAME CONSPICUOUS AMONG THEM ALL, AS ADORNED WITH GREAT BLESSINGS OF FORTUNE, AND HAVING THE COUNTENANCES OF PERSONS OF ROYAL DIGNITY. SO, THEY SOON APPEARED TO BE THE OBJECTS OF ENVY TO SALOME, THE KING'S SISTER, AND TO SUCH AS HAD RAISED CALUMNIES AGAINST MARIAMNE; FOR THEY WERE SUSPICIOUS, THAT WHEN THESE CAME TO THE GOVERNMENT, THEY SHOULD BE PUNISHED FOR THE WICKEDNESS THEY HAD BEEN GUILTY OF AGAINST THEIR MOTHER; SO, THEY MADE THIS VERY FEAR OF THEIRS A MOTIVE TO RAISE CALUMNIES AGAINST THEM ALSO. THEY GAVE IT OUT THAT THEY WERE NOT PLEASED WITH THEIR FATHER'S COMPANY, BECAUSE HE HAD PUT THEIR MOTHER TO DEATH, AS IF IT WERE NOT AGREEABLE TO PIETY TO APPEAR TO CONVERSE WITH THEIR MOTHER'S MURDERER. NOW, BY CARRYING THESE STORIES; THAT HAD INDEED A TRUE FOUNDATION [IN THE FACT], BUT WERE ONLY BUILT ON PROBABILITIES AS TO THE PRESENT ACCUSATION, THEY WERE ABLE TO DO THEM MISCHIEF, AND TO MAKE HEROD TAKE AWAY THAT KINDNESS FROM HIS SONS WHICH HE HAD BEFORE BORNE TO THEM; FOR THEY DID NOT SAY THESE THINGS TO HIM OPENLY, BUT SCATTERED ABROAD SUCH WORDS, AMONG THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE; FROM WHICH WORDS, WHEN CARRIED TO HEROD, HE WAS INDUCED [AT LAST] TO HATE THEM, AND WHICH NATURAL AFFECTION ITSELF, EVEN IN LENGTH OF TIME, WAS NOT ABLE TO OVERCOME; YET WAS THE KING AT THAT TIME IN A CONDITION TO PREFER THE NATURAL AFFECTION OF A FATHER BEFORE ALL THE SUSPICIONS AND CALUMNIES HIS SONS LAY UNDER. SO, HE RESPECTED THEM AS HE OUGHT TO DO, AND MARRIED THEM TO WIVES, NOW THEY WERE OF AN AGE SUITABLE THERETO. TO ARISTOBULUS HE GAVE FOR A WIFE BERNICE, SALOME'S DAUGHTER; AND TO ALEXANDER, GLAPHYRA, THE DAUGHTER OF ARCHELAUS, KING OF CAPPADOCIA.
CHAPTER 2. HOW HEROD TWICE SAILED TO AGRIPPA; AND HOW UPON THE COMPLAINT IN IONIA AGAINST THE GREEKS, AGRIPPA CONFIRMED THE LAWS TO THEM. 
1. WHEN HEROD HAD DISPATCHED THESE AFFAIRS, AND HE UNDERSTOOD THAT MARCUS AGRIPPA HAD SAILED AGAIN OUT OF ITALY INTO ASIA, HE MADE HASTE TO HIM, AND BESOUGHT HIM TO COME TO HIM INTO HIS KINGDOM, AND TO PARTAKE OF WHAT HE MIGHT JUSTLY EXPECT FROM ONE THAT HAD BEEN HIS GUEST, AND WAS HIS FRIEND. THIS REQUEST HE GREATLY PRESSED, AND TO IT AGRIPPA AGREED, AND CAME INTO JUDEA; WHEREUPON HEROD OMITTED NOTHING THAT MIGHT PLEASE HIM. HE ENTERTAINED HIM IN HIS NEW-BUILT CITIES, AND SHOWED HIM THE EDIFICES HE HAD BUILT, AND PROVIDED ALL SORTS OF THE BEST AND MOST COSTLY DAINTIES FOR HIM AND HIS FRIENDS, AND THAT AT SEBASTE AND CESAREA, ABOUT THAT PORT THAT HE HAD BUILT, AND AT THE FORTRESSES WHICH HE HAD ERECTED AT GREAT EXPENSES, ALEXANDRIUM, AND HERODIUM, AND HYRCANIA. HE ALSO CONDUCTED HIM TO THE CITY JERUSALEM, WHERE ALL THE PEOPLE MET HIM IN THEIR FESTIVAL GARMENTS, AND RECEIVED HIM WITH ACCLAMATIONS. AGRIPPA ALSO OFFERED A HECATOMB OF SACRIFICES TO GOD; AND FEASTED THE PEOPLE, WITHOUT OMITTING ANY OF THE GREATEST DAINTIES THAT COULD BE GOTTEN. HE ALSO TOOK SO MUCH PLEASURE THERE, THAT HE, ABODE MANY DAYS WITH THEM, AND WOULD WILLINGLY HAVE STAID LONGER, BUT THAT THE SEASON OF THE YEAR MADE HIM MAKE HASTE AWAY; FOR AS WINTER WAS COMING ON, HE THOUGHT IT NOT SAFE TO GO TO SEA LATER, AND YET HE WAS OF NECESSITY TO RETURN AGAIN TO IONIA. 
2. SO AGRIPPA WENT AWAY, WHEN HEROD HAD BESTOWED ON HIM, AND ON THE PRINCIPAL OF THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, MANY PRESENTS; BUT KING HEROD, WHEN HE HAD PASSED THE WINTER IN HIS OWN DOMINIONS, MADE HASTE TO GET TO HIM AGAIN IN THE SPRING, WHEN HE KNEW HE DESIGNED TO GO TO A CAMPAIGN AT THE BOSPTIORUS. SO, WHEN HE HAD SAILED BY RHODES AND BY COS, HE TOUCHED AT LESBOS, AS THINKING HE SHOULD HAVE OVERTAKEN AGRIPPA THERE; BUT HE WAS TAKEN SHORT HERE BY A NORTH WIND, WHICH HINDERED HIS SHIP FROM GOING TO THE SHORE; SO, HE CONTINUED MANY DAYS AT CHIUS, AND THERE HE KINDLY TREATED A GREAT MANY THAT CAME TO HIM, AND OBLIGED THEM BY GIVING THEM ROYAL GIFTS. AND WHEN HE SAW THAT THE PORTICO OF THE CITY WAS FALLEN DOWN, WHICH AS IT WAS OVERTHROWN IN THE MITHRIDATIC WAR, AND WAS VERY LARGE AND FINE BUILDING, SO WAS IT NOT SO EASY TO REBUILD THAT AS IT WAS THE REST, YET DID HE FURNISH A SUM NOT ONLY LARGE ENOUGH FOR THAT PURPOSE, BUT WHAT WAS MORE THAN SUFFICIENT TO FINISH THE BUILDING; AND ORDERED THEM NOT TO OVERLOOK THAT PORTICO, BUT TO REBUILD IT QUICKLY, THAT SO THE CITY MIGHT RECOVER ITS PROPER ORNAMENTS. AND WHEN THE HIGH WINDS WERE LAID, HE SAILED TO MYTILENE, AND THENCE TO BYZANTIUM; AND WHEN HE HEARD THAT AGRIPPA WAS SAILED BEYOND THE CYANEAN ROCKS, HE MADE ALL THE HASTE POSSIBLE TO OVERTAKE HIM, AND CAME UP WITH HIM ABOUT SINOPE, IN PONTUS. HE WAS SEEN SAILING BY THE SHIP-MEN MOST UNEXPECTEDLY, BUT APPEARED TO THEIR GREAT JOY; AND MANY FRIENDLY SALUTATIONS THERE WERE BETWEEN THEM, INSOMUCH THAT AGRIPPA THOUGHT HE HAD RECEIVED THE GREATEST MARKS OF THE KING'S KINDNESS AND HUMANITY TOWARDS HIM POSSIBLE, SINCE THE KING HAD COME SO LONG A VOYAGE, AND AT A VERY PROPER SEASON, FOR HIS ASSISTANCE, AND HAD LEFT THE GOVERNMENT OF HIS OWN DOMINIONS, AND THOUGHT IT MORE WORTH HIS WHILE TO COME TO HIM. ACCORDINGLY, HEROD WAS ALL IN ALL TO AGRIPPA, IN THE MANAGEMENT OF THE WAR, AND A GREAT ASSISTANT IN CIVIL AFFAIRS, AND IN GIVING HIM COUNSEL AS TO PARTICULAR MATTERS. HE WAS ALSO A PLEASANT COMPANION FOR HIM WHEN HE RELAXED HIMSELF, AND A JOINT PARTAKER WITH HIM IN ALL THINGS; ILL TROUBLES BECAUSE OF HIS KINDNESS, AND IN PROSPERITY BECAUSE OF THE RESPECT AGRIPPA HAD FOR HIM. NOW AS SOON AS THOSE AFFAIRS OF PONTUS WERE FINISHED, FOR WHOSE SAKE AGRIPPA WAS SENT THITHER, THEY DID NOT THINK FIT TO RETURN BY SEA, BUT PASSED THROUGH PAPHLAGONIA AND CAPPADOCIA; THEY THEN TRAVELED THENCE OVER GREAT PHRYGIA, AND CAME TO EPHESUS, AND THEN THEY SAILED FROM EPHESUS TO SAMOS. AND INDEED THE KING BESTOWED A GREAT MANY BENEFITS ON EVERY CITY THAT HE CAME TO, ACCORDING AS THEY STOOD IN NEED OF THEM; FOR AS FOR THOSE THAT WANTED EITHER MONEY OR KIND TREATMENT, HE WAS NOT WANTING TO THEM; BUT HE SUPPLIED THE FORMER HIMSELF OUT OF HIS OWN EXPENSES: HE ALSO BECAME AN INTERCESSOR WITH AGRIPPA FOR ALL SUCH AS SOUGHT AFTER HIS FAVOR, AND HE BROUGHT THINGS SO ABOUT, THAT THE PETITIONERS FAILED IN NONE OF THEIR SUITS TO HIM, AGRIPPA BEING HIMSELF OF A GOOD DISPOSITION, AND OF GREAT GENEROSITY, AND READY TO GRANT ALL SUCH REQUESTS AS MIGHT BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE PETITIONERS, PROVIDED THEY WERE NOT TO THE DETRIMENT OF OTHERS. THE INCLINATION OF THE KING WAS OF GREAT WEIGHT ALSO, AND STILL EXCITED AGRIPPA, WHO WAS HIMSELF READY TO DO GOOD; FOR HE MADE A RECONCILIATION BETWEEN THE PEOPLE OF ILIUM, AT WHOM HE WAS ANGRY, AND PAID WHAT MONEY THE PEOPLE OF CHIUS OWED CAESAR'S PROCURATORS, AND DISCHARGED THEM OF THEIR TRIBUTES; AND HELPED ALL OTHERS, ACCORDING AS THEIR SEVERAL NECESSITIES REQUIRED. 
3. BUT NOW, WHEN AGRIPPA AND HEROD WERE IN IONIA, A GREAT MULTITUDE OF JEWS, WHO DWELT IN THEIR CITIES, CAME TO THEM, AND LAYING HOLD OF THE OPPORTUNITY AND THE LIBERTY NOW GIVEN THEM, LAID BEFORE THEM THE INJURIES WHICH THEY SUFFERED, WHILE THEY WERE NOT PERMITTED TO USE THEIR OWN LAWS, BUT WERE COMPELLED TO PROSECUTE THEIR LAW-SUITS, BY THE ILL USAGE OF THE JUDGES, UPON THEIR HOLY DAYS, AND WERE DEPRIVED OF THE MONEY THEY USED TO LAY UP AT JERUSALEM, AND WERE FORCED INTO THE ARMY, AND UPON SUCH OTHER OFFICES AS OBLIGED THEM TO SPEND THEIR SACRED MONEY; FROM WHICH BURDENS THEY ALWAYS USED TO BE FREED BY THE ROMANS, WHO HAD STILL PERMITTED THEM TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN LAWS. WHEN THIS CLAMOR WAS MADE, THE KING DESIRED OF AGRIPPA THAT HE WOULD HEAR THEIR CAUSE, AND ASSIGNED NICOLAUS, ONE OF HIS FRIENDS, TO PLEAD FOR THOSE THEIR PRIVILEGES. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN AGRIPPA HAD CALLED THE PRINCIPAL OF THE ROMANS, AND SUCH OF THE KINGS AND RULERS AS WERE THERE, TO BE HIS ASSESSORS, NICOLAUS STOOD UP, AND PLEADED FOR THE JEWS, AS FOLLOWS: "IT IS OF NECESSITY INCUMBENT ON SUCH AS ARE IN DISTRESS TO HAVE RECOURSE TO THOSE THAT HAVE IT IN THEIR POWER TO FREE THEM FROM THOSE INJURIES THEY LIE UNDER; AND FOR THOSE THAT NOW ARE COMPLAINANTS, THEY APPROACH YOU WITH GREAT ASSURANCE; FOR AS THEY HAVE FORMERLY OFTEN OBTAINED YOUR FAVOR, SO FAR AS THEY HAVE EVEN WISHED TO HAVE IT, THEY NOW ONLY ENTREAT THAT YOU, WHO HAVE BEEN THE DONORS, WILL TAKE CARE THAT THOSE FAVORS YOU HAVE ALREADY GRANTED THEM MAY NOT BE TAKEN AWAY FROM THEM. WE HAVE RECEIVED THESE FAVORS FROM YOU, WHO ALONE HAVE POWER TO GRANT THEM, BUT HAVE THEM TAKEN FROM US BY SUCH AS ARE NO GREATER THAN OURSELVES, AND BY SUCH AS WE KNOW ARE AS MUCH SUBJECTS AS WE ARE; AND CERTAINLY, IF WE HAVE BEEN VOUCHSAFED GREAT FAVORS, IT IS TO OUR COMMENDATION WHO HAVE OBTAINED THEM, AS HAVING BEEN FOUND DESERVING OF SUCH GREAT FAVORS; AND IF THOSE FAVORS BE BUT SMALL ONES, IT WOULD BE BARBAROUS FOR THE DONORS NOT TO CONFIRM THEM TO US. AND FOR THOSE THAT ARE THE HINDERANCE OF THE JEWS, AND USE THEM REPROACHFULLY, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THEY AFFRONT BOTH THE RECEIVERS, WHILE THEY WILL NOT ALLOW THOSE TO BE WORTHY MEN TO WHOM THEIR EXCELLENT RULERS THEMSELVES HAVE BORNE THEIR TESTIMONY, AND THE DONORS, WHILE THEY DESIRE THOSE FAVORS ALREADY GRANTED MAY BE ABROGATED. NOW IF ANY ONE SHOULD ASK THESE GENTILES THEMSELVES, WHICH OF THE TWO THINGS THEY WOULD CHOOSE TO PART WITH, THEIR LIVES, OR THE CUSTOMS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, THEIR SOLEMNITIES, THEIR SACRIFICES, THEIR FESTIVALS, WHICH THEY CELEBRATED IN HONOR OF THOSE THEY SUPPOSE TO BE GODS? I KNOW VERY WELL THAT THEY WOULD CHOOSE TO SUFFER ANY THING WHATSOEVER RATHER THAN A DISSOLUTION OF ANY OF THE CUSTOMS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS; FOR A GREAT MANY OF THEM HAVE RATHER CHOSEN TO GO TO WAR ON THAT ACCOUNT, AS VERY SOLICITOUS NOT TO TRANSGRESS IN THOSE MATTERS. AND INDEED, WE TAKE AN ESTIMATE OF THAT HAPPINESS WHICH ALL MANKIND DO NOW ENJOY BY YOUR MEANS FROM THIS VERY THING, THAT WE ARE ALLOWED EVERY ONE TO WORSHIP AS OUR OWN INSTITUTIONS REQUIRE, AND YET TO LIVE [IN PEACE]; AND ALTHOUGH THEY WOULD NOT BE THUS TREATED THEMSELVES, YET DO THEY ENDEAVOR TO COMPEL OTHERS TO COMPLY WITH THEM, AS IF IT WERE NOT AS GREAT AN INSTANCE OF IMPIETY PROFANELY TO DISSOLVE THE RELIGIOUS SOLEMNITIES OF ANY OTHERS, AS TO BE NEGLIGENT IN THE OBSERVATION OF THEIR OWN TOWARDS THEIR GODS. AND LET US NOW CONSIDER THE ONE OF THESE PRACTICES. IS THERE ANY PEOPLE, OR CITY, OR COMMUNITY OF MEN, TO WHOM YOUR GOVERNMENT AND THE ROMAN POWER DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE THE GREATEST BLESSING '. IS THERE ANY ONE THAT CAN DESIRE TO MAKE VOID THE FAVORS THEY HAVE GRANTED? NO ONE IS CERTAINLY SO MAD; FOR THERE ARE NO MEN BUT SUCH AS HAVE BEEN PARTAKERS OF THEIR FAVORS, BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE; AND INDEED THOSE THAT TAKE AWAY WHAT YOU HAVE GRANTED, CAN HAVE NO ASSURANCE BUT EVERY ONE OF THEIR OWN GRANTS MADE THEM BY YOU MAY BE TAKEN FROM THEM ALSO; WHICH GRANTS OF YOURS CAN YET NEVER BE SUFFICIENTLY VALUED; FOR IF THEY CONSIDER THE OLD GOVERNMENTS UNDER KINGS, TOGETHER WITH YOUR PRESENT GOVERNMENT, BESIDES THE GREAT NUMBER OF BENEFITS WHICH THIS GOVERNMENT HATH BESTOWED ON THEM, IN ORDER TO THEIR HAPPINESS, THIS IS INSTEAD OF ALL THE REST, THAT THEY APPEAR TO BE NO LONGER IN A STATE OF SLAVERY, BUT OF FREEDOM. NOW THE PRIVILEGES WE DESIRE, EVEN WHEN WE ARE IN THE BEST CIRCUMSTANCES, ARE NOT SUCH AS DESERVE TO BE ENVIED, FOR WE ARE INDEED IN A PROSPEROUS STATE BY YOUR MEANS, BUT THIS IS ONLY IN COMMON WITH OTHERS; AND IT IS NO MORE THAN THIS WHICH WE DESIRE, TO PRESERVE OUR RELIGION WITHOUT ANY PROHIBITION; WHICH AS IT APPEARS NOT IN ITSELF A PRIVILEGE TO BE ENVIED US, SO IT IS FOR THE ADVANTAGE OF THOSE THAT GRANT IT TO US; FOR IF THE DIVINITY DELIGHTS IN BEING HONORED, IT MUST DELIGHT IN THOSE THAT PERMIT THEM TO BE HONORED. AND THERE ARE NONE OF OUR CUSTOMS WHICH ARE INHUMAN, BUT ALL TENDING TO PIETY, AND DEVOTED TO THE PRESERVATION OF JUSTICE; NOR DO WE CONCEAL THOSE INJUNCTIONS OF OURS BY WHICH WE GOVERN OUR LIVES, THEY BEING MEMORIALS OF PIETY, AND OF A FRIENDLY CONVERSATION AMONG MEN. AND THE SEVENTH DAY WE SET APART FROM LABOR; IT IS DEDICATED TO THE LEARNING OF OUR CUSTOMS AND LAWS, WE THINKING IT PROPER TO REFLECT ON THEM, AS WELL AS ON ANY [GOOD] THING ELSE, IN ORDER TO OUR AVOIDING OF SIN. IF ANY ONE THEREFORE, EXAMINE INTO OUR OBSERVANCES, HE WILL FIND THEY ARE GOOD IN THEMSELVES, AND THAT THEY ARE ANCIENT ALSO, THOUGH SOME THINK OTHERWISE, INSOMUCH THAT THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED THEM CANNOT EASILY BE BROUGHT TO DEPART FROM THEM, OUT OF THAT HONOR THEY PAY TO THE LENGTH OF TIME THEY HAVE RELIGIOUSLY ENJOYED THEM AND OBSERVED THEM. NOW OUR ADVERSARIES TAKE THESE OUR PRIVILEGES AWAY IN THE WAY OF INJUSTICE; THEY VIOLENTLY SEIZE UPON THAT MONEY OF OURS WHICH IS OWED TO GOD, AND CALLED SACRED MONEY, AND THIS OPENLY, AFTER A SACRILEGIOUS MANNER; AND THEY IMPOSE TRIBUTES UPON US, AND BRING US BEFORE TRIBUNALS ON HOLY DAYS, AND THEN REQUIRE OTHER LIKE DEBTS OF US, NOT BECAUSE THE CONTRACTS REQUIRE IT, AND FOR THEIR OWN ADVANTAGE, BUT BECAUSE THEY WOULD PUT AN AFFRONT ON OUR RELIGION, OF WHICH THEY ARE CONSCIOUS AS WELL AS WE, AND HAVE INDULGED THEMSELVES IN AN UNJUST, AND TO THEM INVOLUNTARY, HATRED; FOR YOUR GOVERNMENT OVER ALL IS ONE, TENDING TO THE ESTABLISHING OF BENEVOLENCE, AND ABOLISHING OF ILL-WILL AMONG SUCH AS ARE DISPOSED TO IT. THIS IS THEREFORE WHAT WE IMPLORE FROM THEE, MOST EXCELLENT AGRIPPA, THAT WE MAY NOT BE ILL-TREATED; THAT WE MAY NOT BE ABUSED; THAT WE MAY NOT BE HINDERED FROM MAKING USE OF OUR OWN CUSTOMS, NOR BE DESPOILED OF OUR GOODS, NOR BE FORCED BY THESE MEN TO DO WHAT WE OURSELVES FORCE NOBODY TO DO; FOR THESE PRIVILEGES OF OURS ARE NOT ONLY ACCORDING TO JUSTICE, BUT HAVE FORMERLY BEEN GRANTED US BY YOU. AND WE ARE ABLE TO READ TO YOU MANY DECREES OF THE SENATE, AND THE TABLES THAT CONTAIN THEM, WHICH ARE STILL EXTANT IN THE CAPITOL, CONCERNING THESE THINGS, WHICH IT IS EVIDENT WERE GRANTED AFTER YOU HAD EXPERIENCE OF OUR FIDELITY TOWARDS YOU, WHICH OUGHT TO BE VALUED, THOUGH NO SUCH FIDELITY HAD BEEN; FOR YOU HAVE HITHERTO PRESERVED WHAT PEOPLE WERE IN POSSESSION OF, NOT TO US ONLY, BUT ALMOST TO ALL MEN, AND HAVE ADDED GREATER ADVANTAGES THAN THEY COULD HAVE HOPED FOR, AND THEREBY YOUR GOVERNMENT IS BECOME A GREAT ADVANTAGE TO THEM. AND IF ANY ONE WERE ABLE TO ENUMERATE THE PROSPERITY YOU HAVE CONFERRED ON EVERY NATION, WHICH THEY POSSESS BY YOUR MEANS, HE COULD NEVER PUT AN END TO HIS DISCOURSE; BUT THAT WE MAY DEMONSTRATE THAT WE ARE NOT UNWORTHY OF ALL THOSE ADVANTAGES WE HAVE OBTAINED, IT WILL BE SUFFICIENT FOR US, TO SAY NOTHING OF OTHER THINGS, BUT TO SPEAK FREELY OF THIS KING WHO NOW GOVERNS US, AND IS NOW ONE OF THY ASSESSORS; AND INDEED IN WHAT INSTANCE OF GOOD-WILL, AS TO YOUR HOUSE, HATH HE BEEN DEFICIENT? WHAT MARK OF FIDELITY TO IT HATH HE OMITTED? WHAT TOKEN OF HONOR HATH HE NOT DEVISED? WHAT OCCASION FOR HIS ASSISTANCE OF YOU HATH HE NOT REGARDED AT THE VERY FIRST? WHAT HINDERETH; THEREFORE, BUT THAT YOUR KINDNESSES MAY BE AS NUMEROUS AS HIS SO GREAT BENEFITS TO YOU HAVE BEEN? IT MAY ALSO PERHAPS BE FIT NOT HERE TO PASS OVER IN SILENCE THE VALOR OF HIS FATHER ANTIPATER, WHO, WHEN CAESAR MADE AN EXPEDITION INTO EGYPT, ASSISTED HIM WITH TWO THOUSAND ARMED MEN, AND PROVED INFERIOR TO NONE, NEITHER IN THE BATTLES ON LAND, NOR IN THE MANAGEMENT OF THE NAVY; AND WHAT NEED I SAY ANY THING OF HOW GREAT WEIGHT THOSE SOLDIERS WERE AT THAT JUNCTURE? OR HOW MANY AND HOW GREAT PRESENTS THEY WERE VOUCHSAFED BY CAESAR? AND TRULY I OUGHT BEFORE NOW TO HAVE MENTIONED THE EPISTLES WHICH CAESAR WROTE TO THE SENATE; AND HOW ANTIPATER HAD HONORS, AND THE FREEDOM OF THE CITY OF ROME, BESTOWED UPON HIM; FOR THESE ARE DEMONSTRATIONS BOTH THAT WE HAVE RECEIVED THESE FAVORS BY OUR OWN DESERTS, AND DO ON THAT ACCOUNT PETITION THEE FOR THY CONFIRMATION OF THEM, FROM WHOM WE HAD REASON TO HOPE FOR THEM, THOUGH THEY HAD NOT BEEN GIVEN US BEFORE, BOTH OUT OF REGARD TO OUR KING'S DISPOSITION TOWARDS YOU, AND YOUR DISPOSITION TOWARDS HIM. AND FURTHER, WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY THOSE JEWS THAT WERE THERE WITH WHAT KINDNESS THOU CAMEST INTO OUR COUNTRY, AND HOW THOU OFFEREDST THE MOST PERFECT SACRIFICES TO GOD, AND HONOREDST HIM WITH REMARKABLE VOWS, AND HOW THOU GAVEST THE PEOPLE A FEAST, AND ACCEPTEDST OF THEIR OWN HOSPITABLE PRESENTS TO THEE. WE OUGHT TO ESTEEM ALL THESE KIND ENTERTAINMENTS MADE BOTH BY OUR NATION AND TO OUR CITY, TO A MAN WHO IS THE RULER AND MANAGER OF SO MUCH OF THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS, AS INDICATIONS OF THAT FRIENDSHIP WHICH THOU HAST RETURNED TO THE JEWISH NATION, AND WHICH HATH BEEN PROCURED THEM BY THE FAMILY OF HEROD. SO, WE PUT THEE IN MIND OF THESE THINGS IN THE PRESENCE OF THE KING, NOW SITTING BY THEE, AND MAKE OUR REQUEST FOR NO MORE BUT THIS, THAT WHAT YOU HAVE GIVEN US YOURSELVES YOU WILL NOT SEE TAKEN AWAY BY OTHERS FROM US." 
4. WHEN NICOLAUS HAD MADE THIS SPEECH, THERE WAS NO OPPOSITION MADE TO IT BY THE GREEKS, FOR THIS WAS NOT AN INQUIRY MADE, AS IN A COURT OF JUSTICE, BUT AN INTERCESSION TO PREVENT VIOLENCE TO BE OFFERED TO THE JEWS ANY LONGER; NOR DID THE GREEKS MAKE ANY DEFENSE OF THEMSELVES, OR DENY WHAT IT WAS SUPPOSED THEY HAD DONE. THEIR PRETENSE WAS NO MORE THAN THIS, THAT WHILE THE JEWS INHABITED IN THEIR COUNTRY, THEY WERE ENTIRELY UNJUST TO THEM [IN NOT JOINING IN THEIR WORSHIP] BUT THEY DEMONSTRATED THEIR GENEROSITY IN THIS, THAT THOUGH THEY WORSHIPPED ACCORDING TO THEIR INSTITUTIONS, THEY DID NOTHING THAT OUGHT TO GRIEVE THEM. SO WHEN AGRIPPA PERCEIVED THAT THEY HAD BEEN OPPRESSED BY VIOLENCE, HE MADE THIS ANSWER: THAT, ON ACCOUNT OF HEROD'S GOOD-WILL AND FRIENDSHIP, HE WAS READY TO GRANT THE JEWS WHATSOEVER THEY SHOULD ASK HIM, AND THAT THEIR REQUESTS SEEMED TO HIM IN THEMSELVES JUST; AND THAT IF THEY REQUESTED ANY THING FURTHER, HE SHOULD NOT SCRUPLE TO GRANT IT THEM, PROVIDED THEY WERE NO WAY TO THE DETRIMENT OF THE ROMAN GOVERNMENT; BUT THAT WHILE THEIR REQUEST WAS NO MORE THAN THIS, THAT WHAT PRIVILEGES THEY HAD ALREADY GIVEN THEM MIGHT NOT BE ABROGATED, HE CONFIRMED THIS TO THEM, THAT THEY MIGHT CONTINUE IN THE OBSERVATION OF THEIR OWN CUSTOMS, WITHOUT ANY ONE OFFERING THEM THE LEAST INJURY. AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THUS, HE DISSOLVED THE ASSEMBLY; UPON WHICH HEROD STOOD UP AND SALUTED HIM, AND GAVE HIM THANKS FOR THE KIND DISPOSITION HE SHOWED TO THEM. AGRIPPA ALSO TOOK THIS IN A VERY OBLIGING MANNER, AND SALUTED HIM AGAIN, AND EMBRACED HIM IN HIS ARMS; AFTER WHICH HE WENT AWAY FROM LESBOS; BUT THE KING DETERMINED TO SAIL FROM SAMOS TO HIS OWN COUNTRY; AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN HIS LEAVE OF AGRIPPA, HE PURSUED HIS VOYAGE, AND LANDED AT CESAREA IN A FEW DAYS' TIME, AS HAVING FAVORABLE WINDS; FROM WHENCE HE WENT TO JERUSALEM, AND THERE GATHERED ALL THE PEOPLE TOGETHER TO AN ASSEMBLY, NOT A FEW BEING THERE OUT OF THE COUNTRY ALSO. SO, HE CAME TO THEM, AND GAVE THEM A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF ALL HIS JOURNEY, AND OF THE AFFAIRS OF ALL THE JEWS IN ASIA, HOW BY HIS MEANS THEY WOULD LIVE WITHOUT INJURIOUS TREATMENT FOR THE TIME TO COME. HE ALSO TOLD THEM OF THE ENTIRE GOOD FORTUNE HE HAD MET WITH AND HOW HE HAD ADMINISTERED THE GOVERNMENT, AND HAD NOT NEGLECTED ANY THING WHICH WAS FOR THEIR ADVANTAGE; AND AS HE WAS VERY JOYFUL, HE NOW REMITTED TO THEM THE FOURTH PART OF THEIR TAXES FOR THE LAST YEAR. ACCORDINGLY, THEY WERE SO PLEASED WITH HIS FAVOR AND SPEECH TO THEM, THAT THEY WENT THEIR WAYS WITH GREAT GLADNESS, AND WISHED THE KING ALL MANNER OF HAPPINESS.
CHAPTER 3 HOW GREAT DISTURBANCES AROSE IN HEROD’S FAMILY ON HIS PREFERRING ANTIPATER HIS ELDEST SON BEFORE THE REST, TILL ALEXANDER TOOK THAT INJURY VERY HEINOUSLY. 
1. BUT NOW THE AFFAIRS IN HEROD'S FAMILY WERE IN MORE AND MORE DISORDER, AND BECAME MORE SEVERE UPON HIM, BY THE HATRED OF SALOME TO THE YOUNG MEN [ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS], WHICH DESCENDED AS IT WERE BY INHERITANCE [FROM THEIR MOTHER MARIAMNE]; AND AS SHE HAD FULLY SUCCEEDED AGAINST THEIR MOTHER, SO SHE PROCEEDED TO THAT DEGREE OF MADNESS AND INSOLENCE, AS TO ENDEAVOR THAT NONE OF HER POSTERITY MIGHT BE LEFT ALIVE, WHO MIGHT HAVE IT IN THEIR POWER TO REVENGE HER DEATH. THE YOUNG MEN HAD ALSO SOMEWHAT OF A BOLD AND UNEASY DISPOSITION TOWARDS THEIR FATHER OCCASIONED BY THE REMEMBRANCE OF WHAT THEIR MOTHER HAD UNJUSTLY SUFFERED, AND BY THEIR OWN AFFECTATION OF DOMINION. THE OLD GRUDGE WAS ALSO RENEWED; AND THEY EAST REPROACHES ON SALOME AND PHERORAS, WHO REQUITED THE YOUNG MEN WITH MALICIOUS DESIGNS, AND ACTUALLY LAID TREACHEROUS SNARES FOR THEM. NOW AS FOR THIS HATRED, IT WAS EQUAL ON BOTH SIDES, BUT THE MANNER OF EXERTING THAT HATRED WAS DIFFERENT; FOR AS FOR THE YOUNG MEN, THEY WERE RASH, REPROACHING AND AFFRONTING THE OTHERS OPENLY, AND WERE INEXPERIENCED ENOUGH TO THINK IT THE MOST GENEROUS TO DECLARE THEIR MINDS IN THAT UNDAUNTED MANNER; BUT THE OTHERS DID NOT TAKE THAT METHOD, BUT MADE USE OF CALUMNIES AFTER A SUBTLE AND A SPITEFUL MANNER, STILL PROVOKING THE YOUNG MEN, AND IMAGINING THAT THEIR BOLDNESS MIGHT IN TIME TURN TO THE OFFERING VIOLENCE TO THEIR FATHER; FOR INASMUCH AS THEY WERE NOT ASHAMED OF THE PRETENDED CRIMES OF THEIR MOTHER, NOR THOUGHT SHE SUFFERED JUSTLY, THESE SUPPOSED THAT MIGHT AT LENGTH EXCEED ALL BOUNDS, AND INDUCE THEM TO THINK THEY OUGHT TO BE AVENGED ON THEIR FATHER, THOUGH IT WERE BY DISPATCHING HIM WITH THEIR OWN HANDS. AT LENGTH IT CAME TO THIS, THAT THE WHOLE CITY WAS FULL OF THEIR DISCOURSES, AND, AS IS USUAL IN SUCH CONTESTS, THE UNSKILLFULNESS OF THE YOUNG MEN WAS PITIED; BUT THE CONTRIVANCE OF SALOME WAS TOO HARD FOR THEM, AND WHAT IMPUTATIONS SHE LAID UPON THEM CAME TO BE BELIEVED, BY MEANS OF THEIR OWN CONDUCT; FOR THEY WHO WERE SO DEEPLY AFFECTED WITH THE DEATH OF THEIR MOTHER, THAT WHILE THEY SAID BOTH SHE AND THEMSELVES WERE IN A MISERABLE CASE, THEY VEHEMENTLY COMPLAINED OF HER PITIABLE END, WHICH INDEED WAS TRULY SUCH, AND SAID THAT THEY WERE THEMSELVES IN A PITIABLE CASE ALSO, BECAUSE THEY WERE FORCED TO LIVE WITH THOSE THAT HAD BEEN HER MURDERERS, AND TO BE PARTAKERS WITH THEM. 
2. THESE DISORDERS INCREASED GREATLY, AND THE KING'S ABSENCE ABROAD HAD AFFORDED A FIT OPPORTUNITY FOR THAT INCREASE; BUT AS SOON AS HEROD WAS RETURNED, AND HAD MADE THE FORE MENTIONED SPEECH TO THE MULTITUDE, PHERORAS AND SALOME LET FILL WORDS IMMEDIATELY AS IF HE WERE IN GREAT DANGER, AND AS IF THE YOUNG MEN OPENLY THREATENED THAT THEY WOULD NOT SPARE HIM ANY LONGER, BUT REVENGE THEIR MOTHER'S DEATH UPON HIM. THEY ALSO ADDED ANOTHER CIRCUMSTANCE, THAT THEIR HOPES WERE FIXED ON ARCHCLAUS, THE KING OF CAPPADOCIA, THAT THEY SHOULD BE ABLE BY HIS MEANS TO COME TO CAESAR, AND ACCUSE THEIR FATHER. UPON HEARING SUCH THINGS, HEROD WAS IMMEDIATELY DISTURBED; AND INDEED, WAS THE MORE ASTONISHED, BECAUSE THE SAME THINGS WERE RELATED TO HIM BY SOME OTHERS ALSO. HE THEN CALLED TO MIND HIS FORMER CALAMITY, AND CONSIDERED THAT THE DISORDERS IN HIS FAMILY HAD HINDERED HIM FROM ENJOYING ANY COMFORT FROM THOSE THAT WERE DEAREST TO HIM OR FROM HIS WIFE WHOM HE LOVED SO WELL; AND SUSPECTING THAT HIS FUTURE TROUBLES WOULD SOON BE HEAVIER AND GREATER THAN THOSE THAT WERE PAST, HE WAS IN GREAT CONFUSION OF MIND; FOR DIVINE PROVIDENCE HAD IN REALITY CONFERRED UPON HIM A GREAT MANY OUTWARD ADVANTAGES FOR HIS HAPPINESS, EVEN BEYOND HIS HOPES; BUT THE TROUBLES HE HAD AT HOME WERE SUCH AS HE NEVER EXPECTED TO HAVE MET WITH, AND RENDERED HIM UNFORTUNATE; NAY, BOTH SORTS CAME UPON HIM TO SUCH A DEGREE AS NO ONE COULD IMAGINE, AND MADE IT A DOUBTFUL QUESTION, WHETHER, UPON THE COMPARISON OF BOTH, HE OUGHT TO HAVE EXCHANGED SO GREAT A SUCCESS OF OUTWARD GOOD THINGS FOR SO GREAT MISFORTUNES AT HOME, OR WHETHER HE OUGHT NOT TO HAVE CHOSEN TO AVOID THE CALAMITIES RELATING TO HIS FAMILY, THOUGH HE HAD, FOR A COMPENSATION, NEVER BEEN POSSESSED OF THE ADMIRED GRANDEUR OF A KINGDOM. 
3. AS HE WAS THUS DISTURBED AND AFFLICTED, IN ORDER TO DEPRESS THESE YOUNG MEN, HE BROUGHT TO COURT ANOTHER OF HIS SONS, THAT WAS BORN TO HIM WHEN HE WAS A PRIVATE MAN; HIS NAME WAS ANTIPATER; YET DID HE NOT THEN INDULGE HIM AS HE DID AFTERWARDS, WHEN HE WAS QUITE OVERCOME BY HIM, AND LET HIM DO EVERY THING AS HE PLEASED, BUT RATHER WITH A DESIGN OF DEPRESSING THE INSOLENCE OF THE SONS OF MARIANME, AND MANAGING THIS ELEVATION OF HIS SO, THAT IT MIGHT BE FOR A WARNING TO THEM; FOR THIS BOLD BEHAVIOR OF THEIRS [HE THOUGHT] WOULD NOT BE SO GREAT, IF THEY WERE ONCE PERSUADED THAT THE SUCCESSION TO THE KINGDOM DID NOT APPERTAIN TO THEM ALONE, OR MUST OF NECESSITY COME TO THEM. SO, HE INTRODUCED ANTIPATER AS THEIR ANTAGONIST, AND IMAGINED THAT HE MADE A GOOD PROVISION FOR DISCOURAGING THEIR PRIDE, AND THAT AFTER THIS WAS DONE TO THE YOUNG MEN, THERE MIGHT BE A PROPER SEASON FOR EXPECTING THESE TO BE OF A BETTER DISPOSITION; BUT THE EVENT PROVED OTHERWISE THAN HE INTENDED, FOR THE YOUNG MEN THOUGHT HE DID THEM A VERY GREAT INJURY; AND AS ANTIPATER WAS A SHREWD MAN, WHEN HE HAD ONCE OBTAINED THIS DEGREE OF FREEDOM, AND BEGAN TO EXPECT GREATER THINGS THAN HE HAD BEFORE HOPED FOR, HE HAD BUT ONE SINGLE DESIGN IN HIS HEAD, AND THAT WAS TO DISTRESS HIS BRETHREN, AND NOT AT ALL TO YIELD TO THEM THE PRE-EMINENCE, BUT TO KEEP CLOSE TO HIS FATHER, WHO WAS ALREADY ALIENATED FROM THEM BY THE CALUMNIES HE HAD HEARD ABOUT THEM, AND READY TO BE WROUGHT UPON IN ANY WAY HIS ZEAL AGAINST THEM SHOULD ADVISE HIM TO PURSUE, THAT HE MIGHT BE CONTINUALLY MORE AND MORE SEVERE AGAINST THEM. ACCORDINGLY, ALL THE REPORTS THAT WERE SPREAD ABROAD CAME FROM HIM, WHILE HE AVOIDED HIMSELF THE SUSPICION AS IF THOSE DISCOVERIES PROCEEDED FROM HIM; BUT HE RATHER CHOSE TO MAKE USE OF THOSE PERSONS FOR HIS ASSISTANTS THAT WERE UNSUSPECTED, AND SUCH AS MIGHT BE BELIEVED TO SPEAK TRUTH BY REASON OF THE GOOD-WILL THEY BORE TO THE KING; AND INDEED THERE WERE ALREADY NOT A FEW WHO CULTIVATED A FRIENDSHIP WITH ANTIPATER, IN HOPES OF GAINING SOMEWHAT BY HIM, AND THESE WERE THE MEN WHO MOST OF ALL PERSUADED HEROD, BECAUSE THEY APPEARED TO SPEAK THUS OUT OF THEIR GOOD-WILL TO HIM: AND WITH THESE JOINT ACCUSATIONS, WHICH FROM VARIOUS FOUNDATIONS SUPPORTED ONE ANOTHER'S VERACITY, THE YOUNG MEN THEMSELVES AFFORDED FURTHER OCCASIONS TO ANTIPATER ALSO; FOR THEY WERE OBSERVED TO SHED TEARS OFTEN, ON ACCOUNT OF THE INJURY THAT WAS OFFERED THEM, AND HAD THEIR MOTHER IN THEIR MOUTHS; AND AMONG THEIR FRIENDS THEY VENTURED TO REPROACH THEIR FATHER, AS NOT ACTING JUSTLY BY THEM; ALL WHICH THINGS WERE WITH AN EVIL INTENTION RESERVED IN MEMORY BY ANTIPATER AGAINST A PROPER OPPORTUNITY; AND WHEN THEY WERE TOLD TO HEROD, WITH AGGRAVATIONS, INCREASED THE DISORDER SO MUCH, THAT IT BROUGHT A GREAT TUMULT INTO THE FAMILY; FOR WHILE THE KING WAS VERY ANGRY AT IMPUTATIONS THAT WERE LAID UPON THE SONS OF MARIAMNE, AND WAS DESIROUS TO HUMBLE THEM, HE STILL INCREASED THE HONOR THAT HE HAD BESTOWED ON ANTIPATER, AND WAS AT LAST SO OVERCOME BY HIS PERSUASIONS, THAT HE BROUGHT HIS MOTHER TO COURT ALSO. HE ALSO WROTE FREQUENTLY TO CAESAR IN FAVOR OF HIM, AND MORE EARNESTLY RECOMMENDED HIM TO HIS CARE PARTICULARLY. AND WHEN AGRIPPA WAS RETURNING TO ROME, AFTER HE HAD FINISHED HIS TEN YEARS' GOVERNMENT IN ASIA. HEROD SAILED FROM JUDEA; AND WHEN HE MET WITH HIM, HE HAD NONE WITH HIM BUT ANTIPATER, WHOM HE DELIVERED TO AGRIPPA, THAT HE MIGHT TAKE HIM ALONG WITH HIM, TOGETHER WITH MANY PRESENTS, THAT SO HE MIGHT BECOME CAESAR'S FRIEND, INSOMUCH THAT THINGS ALREADY LOOKED AS IF HE HAD ALL HIS FATHER'S FAVOR, AND THAT THE YOUNG MEN WERE ALREADY ENTIRELY REJECTED FROM ANY HOPES OF THE KINGDOM.
CHAPTER 4. HOW DURING ANTIPATER'S ABODE AT ROME, HEROD BROUGHT ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS BEFORE CAESAR AND ACCUSED THEM. ALEXANDER'S DEFENSE OF HIMSELF BEFORE CAESAR AND RECONCILIATION TO HIS FATHER. 
1. AND NOW WHAT HAPPENED DURING ANTIPATER'S ABSENCE AUGMENTED THE HONOR TO WHICH HE HAD BEEN PROMOTED, AND HIS APPARENT EMINENCE ABOVE HIS BRETHREN; FOR HE HAD MADE A GREAT FIGURE IN ROME, BECAUSE HEROD HAD SENT RECOMMENDATIONS OF HIM TO ALL HIS FRIENDS THERE; ONLY HE WAS GRIEVED THAT HE WAS NOT AT HOME, NOR HAD PROPER OPPORTUNITIES OF PERPETUALLY CALUMNIATING HIS BRETHREN; AND HIS CHIEF FEAR WAS, LEST HIS FATHER SHOULD ALTER HIS MIND, AND ENTERTAIN A MORE FAVORABLE OPINION OF THE SONS OF MARIAMNE; AND AS HE HAD THIS IN HIS MIND, HE DID NOT DESIST FROM HIS PURPOSE, BUT CONTINUALLY SENT FROM ROME ANY SUCH STORIES AS HE HOPED MIGHT GRIEVE AND IRRITATE HIS FATHER AGAINST HIS BRETHREN, UNDER PRETENSE INDEED OF A DEEP CONCERN FOR HIS PRESERVATION, BUT IN TRUTH SUCH AS HIS MALICIOUS MIND DICTATED, IN ORDER TO PURCHASE A GREATER HOPE OF THE SUCCESSION, WHICH YET WAS ALREADY GREAT IN ITSELF: AND THUS HE DID TILL HE HAD EXCITED SUCH A DEGREE OF ANGER IN HEROD, THAT HE WAS ALREADY BECOME VERY ILL-DISPOSED TOWARDS THE YOUNG MEN; BUT STILL WHILE HE DELAYED TO EXERCISE SO VIOLENT A DISGUST AGAINST THEM, AND THAT HE MIGHT NOT EITHER BE TOO REMISS OR TOO RASH, AND SO OFFEND, HE THOUGHT IT BEST TO SAIL TO ROME, AND THERE ACCUSE HIS SONS BEFORE CAESAR, AND NOT INDULGE HIMSELF IN ANY SUCH CRIME AS MIGHT BE HEINOUS ENOUGH TO BE SUSPECTED OF IMPIETY. BUT AS HE WAS GOING UP TO ROME, IT HAPPENED THAT HE MADE SUCH HASTE AS TO MEET WITH CAESAR AT THE CITY AQUILEI SO WHEN HE CAME TO THE SPEECH OF CAESAR, HE ASKED FOR A TIME FOR HEARING THIS GREAT CAUSE, WHEREIN HE THOUGHT HIMSELF VERY MISERABLE, AND PRESENTED HIS SONS THERE, AND ACCUSED THEM OF THEIR MAD ACTIONS, AND OF THEIR ATTEMPTS AGAINST HIM: THAT THEY WERE ENEMIES TO HIM; AND BY ALL THE MEANS THEY WERE ABLE, DID THEIR ENDEAVORS TO SHOW THEIR HATRED TO THEIR OWN FATHER, AND WOULD TAKE AWAY HIS LIFE, AND SO OBTAIN HIS KINGDOM, AFTER THE MOST BARBAROUS MANNER: THAT HE HAD POWER FROM CAESAR TO DISPOSE OF IT, NOT BY NECESSITY, BUT BY CHOICE, TO HIM WHO SHALL EXERCISE THE GREATEST PIETY TOWARDS HIM; WHILE THESE MY SONS ARE NOT SO DESIROUS OF RULING, AS THEY ARE, UPON A DISAPPOINTMENT THEREOF, TO EXPOSE THEIR OWN LIFE, IF SO BE THEY MAY BUT DEPRIVE THEIR FATHER OF HIS LIFE; SO WILD AND POLLUTED IS THEIR MIND BY TIME BECOME, OUT OF THEIR HATRED TO HIM: THAT WHEREAS HE HAD A LONG TIME BORNE THIS HIS MISFORTUNE, HE WAS NOW COMPELLED TO LAY IT BEFORE CAESAR, AND TO POLLUTE HIS EARS WITH SUCH LANGUAGE, WHILE HE HIMSELF WANTS TO KNOW WHAT SEVERITY THEY HAVE EVER SUFFERED FROM HIM, OR WHAT HARDSHIPS HE HATH EVER LAID UPON THEM TO MAKE THEM COMPLAIN OF HIM; AND HOW THEY CAN THINK IT JUST THAT HE SHOULD NOT BE LORD OF THAT KINGDOM WHICH HE IN A LONG TIME, AND WITH GREAT DANGER, HAD GAINED, AND NOT ALLOW HIM TO KEEP IT AND DISPOSE OF IT TO HIM WHO SHOULD DESERVE BEST; AND THIS, WITH OTHER ADVANTAGES, HE PROPOSES AS A REWARD FOR THE PIETY OF SUCH A ONE AS WILL HEREAFTER IMITATE THE CARE HE HATH TAKEN OF IT, AND THAT SUCH A ONE MAY GAIN SO GREAT A REQUITAL AS THAT IS: AND THAT IT IS AN IMPIOUS THING FOR THEM TO PRETEND TO MEDDLE WITH IT BEFOREHAND; FOR HE WHO HATH EVER THE KINGDOM IN HIS VIEW, AT THE SAME TIME RECKONS UPON PROCURING THE DEATH OF HIS FATHER, BECAUSE OTHERWISE HE CANNOT COME AT THE GOVERNMENT: THAT AS FOR HIMSELF, HE HAD HITHERTO GIVEN THEM ALL THAT HE WAS ABLE, AND WHAT WAS AGREEABLE TO SUCH AS ARE SUBJECT TO THE ROYAL AUTHORITY, AND THE SONS OF A KING; WHAT ORNAMENTS THEY WANTED, WITH SERVANTS AND DELICATE FARE, AND HAD MARRIED THEM INTO THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS FAMILIES, THE ONE [ARISTOBULUS] TO HIS SISTER'S DAUGHTER, BUT ALEXANDER TO THE DAUGHTER OF KING ARCHELAUS; AND, WHAT WAS THE GREATEST FAVOR OF ALL, WHEN THEIR CRIMES WERE SO VERY BAD, AND HE HAD AUTHORITY TO PUNISH THEM, YET HAD HE NOT MADE USE OF IT AGAINST THEM, BUT HAD BROUGHT THEM BEFORE CAESAR, THEIR COMMON BENEFACTOR, AND HAD NOT USED THE SEVERITY WHICH, EITHER AS A FATHER WHO HAD BEEN IMPIOUSLY ABUSED, OR AS A KING WHO HAD BEEN ASSAULTED TREACHEROUSLY, HE MIGHT HAVE DONE, BUT MADE THEM STAND UPON A LEVEL WITH HIM IN JUDGMENT: THAT, HOWEVER, IT WAS NECESSARY THAT ALL THIS SHOULD NOT BE PASSED OVER WITHOUT PUNISHMENT, NOR HIMSELF LIVE IN THE GREATEST FEARS; NAY, THAT IT WAS NOT FOR THEIR OWN ADVANTAGE TO SEE THE LIGHT OF THE SUN AFTER WHAT THEY HAVE DONE, ALTHOUGH THEY SHOULD ESCAPE AT THIS TIME, SINCE THEY HAD DONE THE VILEST THINGS, AND WOULD CERTAINLY SUFFER THE GREATEST PUNISHMENTS THAT EVER WERE KNOWN AMONG MANKIND. 
2. THESE WERE THE ACCUSATIONS WHICH HEROD LAID WITH GREAT VEHEMENCY AGAINST HIS SONS BEFORE CAESAR. NOW THE YOUNG MEN, BOTH WHILE HE WAS SPEAKING, AND CHIEFLY AT HIS CONCLUDING, WEPT, AND WERE IN CONFUSION. NOW AS TO THEMSELVES, THEY KNEW IN THEIR OWN CONSCIENCE THEY WERE INNOCENT; BUT BECAUSE THEY WERE ACCUSED BY THEIR FATHER, THEY WERE SENSIBLE, AS THE TRUTH WAS, THAT IT WAS HARD FOR THEM TO MAKE THEIR APOLOGY, SINCE THOUGH THEY WERE AT LIBERTY TO SPEAK THEIR MINDS FREELY AS THE OCCASION REQUIRED, AND MIGHT WITH FORCE AND EARNESTNESS REFUTE THE ACCUSATION, YET WAS IT NOT NOW DECENT SO TO DO. THERE WAS THEREFORE A DIFFICULTY HOW THEY SHOULD BE ABLE TO SPEAK; AND TEARS, AND AT LENGTH A DEEP GROAN, FOLLOWED, WHILE THEY WERE AFRAID, THAT IF THEY SAID NOTHING, THEY SHOULD SEEM TO BE IN THIS DIFFICULTY FROM A CONSCIOUSNESS OF GUILT, - NOR HAD THEY ANY DEFENSE READY, BY REASON OF THEIR YOUTH, AND THE DISORDER THEY WERE UNDER; YET WAS NOT CAESAR UNAPPRIZED, WHEN HE LOOKED UPON THEM IN THE CONFUSION THEY WERE IN, THAT THEIR DELAY TO MAKE THEIR DEFENSE DID NOT ARISE FROM ANY CONSCIOUSNESS OF GREAT ENORMITIES, BUT FROM THEIR UNSKILLFULNESS AND MODESTY. THEY WERE ALSO COMMISERATED BY THOSE THAT WERE THERE IN PARTICULAR; AND THEY MOVED THEIR FATHER'S AFFECTIONS IN EARNEST TILL HE HAD MUCH ADO TO CONCEAL THEM. 
3. BUT WHEN THEY SAW THERE WAS A KIND DISPOSITION ARISEN BOTH IN HIM AND IN CAESAR, AND THAT EVERY ONE OF THE REST DID EITHER SHED TEARS, OR AT LEAST DID ALL GRIEVE WITH THEM, THE ONE OF THEM, WHOSE NAME WAS ALEXANDER, CALLED TO HIS FATHER, AND ATTEMPTED TO ANSWER HIS ACCUSATION, AND SAID, "O FATHER, THE BENEVOLENCE THOU HAST SHOWED TO US IS EVIDENT, EVEN IN THIS VERY JUDICIAL PROCEDURE, FOR HADST THOU HAD ANY PERNICIOUS INTENTIONS ABOUT US, THOU HADST NOT PRODUCED US HERE BEFORE THE COMMON SAVIOR OF ALL, FOR IT WAS IN THY POWER, BOTH AS A KING AND AS A FATHER, TO PUNISH THE GUILTY; BUT BY THUS BRINGING US TO ROME, AND MAKING CAESAR HIMSELF A WITNESS TO WHAT IS DONE, THOU INTIMATEST THAT THOU INTENDEST TO SAVE US; FOR NO ONE THAT HATH A DESIGN TO SLAY A MAN WILL BRING HIM TO THE TEMPLES, AND TO THE ALTARS; YET ARE OUR CIRCUMSTANCES STILL WORSE, FOR WE CANNOT ENDURE TO LIVE OURSELVES ANY LONGER, IF IT BE BELIEVED THAT WE HAVE INJURED SUCH A FATHER; NAY, PERHAPS IT WOULD BE WORSE FOR US TO LIVE WITH THIS SUSPICION UPON US, THAT WE HAVE INJURED HIM, THAN TO DIE WITHOUT SUCH GUILT. AND IF OUR OPEN DEFENSE MAY BE TAKEN TO BE TRUE, WE SHALL BE HAPPY, BOTH IN PACIFYING THEE, AND IN ESCAPING THE DANGER WE ARE IN; BUT IF THIS CALUMNY SO PREVAILS, IT IS MORE THAN ENOUGH FOR US THAT WE HAVE SEEN THE SUN THIS DAY; WHICH WHY SHOULD WE SEE, IF THIS SUSPICION BE FIXED UPON US? NOW IT IS EASY TO SAY OF YOUNG MEN, THAT THEY DESIRE TO REIGN; AND TO SAY FURTHER, THAT THIS EVIL PROCEEDS FROM THE CASE OF OUR UNHAPPY MOTHER. THIS IS ABUNDANTLY SUFFICIENT TO PRODUCE OUR PRESENT MISFORTUNE OUT OF THE FORMER; BUT CONSIDER WELL, WHETHER SUCH AN ACCUSATION DOES NOT SUIT ALL SUCH YOUNG MEN, AND MAY NOT BE SAID OF THEM ALL PROMISCUOUSLY; FOR NOTHING CAN HINDER HIM THAT REIGNS, IF HE HAVE CHILDREN, AND THEIR MOTHER BE DEAD, BUT THE FATHER MAY HAVE A SUSPICION UPON ALL HIS SONS, AS INTENDING SOME TREACHERY TO HIM; BUT A SUSPICION IS NOT SUFFICIENT TO PROVE SUCH AN IMPIOUS PRACTICE. NOW LET ANY MAN SAY, WHETHER WE HAVE ACTUALLY AND INSOLENTLY ATTEMPTED ANY SUCH THING, WHEREBY ACTIONS OTHERWISE INCREDIBLE USE TO BE MADE CREDIBLE? CAN ANY BODY PROVE THAT POISON HATH BEEN PREPARED? OR PROVE A CONSPIRACY OF OUR EQUALS, OR THE CORRUPTION OF SERVANTS, OR LETTERS WRITTEN AGAINST THEE? THOUGH INDEED THERE ARE NONE OF THOSE THINGS BUT HAVE SOMETIMES BEEN PRETENDED BY WAY OF CALUMNY, WHEN THEY WERE NEVER DONE; FOR A ROYAL FAMILY THAT IS AT VARIANCE WITH ITSELF IS A TERRIBLE THING; AND THAT WHICH THOU CALLEST A REWARD OF PIETY OFTEN BECOMES, AMONG VERY WICKED MEN, SUCH A FOUNDATION OF HOPE, AS MAKES THEM LEAVE NO SORT OF MISCHIEF UNTRIED. NOR DOES ANY ONE LAY ANY WICKED PRACTICES TO OUR CHARGE; BUT AS TO CALUMNIES BY HEARSAY, HOW CAN HE PUT AN END TO THEM, WHO WILL NOT HEAR WHAT WE HAVE TO SAY? HAVE WE TALKED WITH TOO GREAT FREEDOM? YES; BUT NOT AGAINST THEE, FOR THAT WOULD BE UNJUST, BUT AGAINST THOSE THAT NEVER CONCEAL ANY THING THAT IS SPOKEN TO THEM. HATH EITHER OF US LAMENTED OUR MOTHER? YES; BUT NOT BECAUSE SHE IS DEAD, BUT BECAUSE SHE WAS EVIL SPOKEN OF BY THOSE THAT HAD NO REASON SO TO DO. ARE WE DESIROUS OF THAT DOMINION WHICH WE KNOW OUR FATHER IS POSSESSED OF? FOR WHAT REASON CAN WE DO SO? IF WE ALREADY HAVE ROYAL HONORS, AS WE HAVE, SHOULD NOT WE LABOR IN VAIN? AND IF WE HAVE THEM NOT, YET ARE NOT WE IN HOPES OF THEM? OR SUPPOSING THAT WE HAD KILLED THEE, COULD WE EXPECT TO OBTAIN THY KINGDOM? WHILE NEITHER THE EARTH WOULD LET US TREAD UPON IT, NOR THE SEA LET US SAIL UPON IT, AFTER SUCH AN ACTION AS THAT; NAY, THE RELIGION OF ALL YOUR SUBJECTS, AND THE PIETY OF THE WHOLE NATION, WOULD HAVE PROHIBITED PARRICIDES FROM ASSUMING THE GOVERNMENT, AND FROM ENTERING INTO THAT MOST HOLY TEMPLE WHICH WAS BUILT BY THEE BUT SUPPOSE WE HAD MADE LIGHT OF OTHER DANGERS, CAN ANY MURDERER GO OFF UNPUNISHED WHILE CAESAR IS ALIVE? WE ARE THY SONS, AND NOT SO IMPIOUS OR SO THOUGHTLESS AS THAT COMES TO, THOUGH PERHAPS MORE UNFORTUNATE THAN IS CONVENIENT FOR THEE. BUT IN CASE THOU NEITHER FINDEST ANY CAUSES OF COMPLAINT, NOR ANY TREACHEROUS DESIGNS, WHAT SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE HAST THOU TO MAKE SUCH A WICKEDNESS OF OURS CREDIBLE? OUR MOTHER IS DEAD INDEED, BUT THEN WHAT BEFELL HER MIGHT BE AN INSTRUCTION TO US TO CAUTION, AND NOT AN INCITEMENT TO WICKEDNESS. WE ARE WILLING TO MAKE A LARGER APOLOGY FOR OURSELVES; BUT ACTIONS NEVER DONE DO NOT ADMIT OF DISCOURSE. NAY, WE WILL MAKE THIS AGREEMENT WITH THEE, AND THAT BEFORE CAESAR, THE LORD OF ALL, WHO IS NOW A MEDIATOR BETWEEN US, IF THOU, O FATHER, CANST BRING THYSELF, BY THE EVIDENCE OF TRUTH, TO HAVE A MIND FREE FROM SUSPICION CONCERNING US LET US LIVE, THOUGH EVEN THEN WE SHALL LIVE IN AN UNHAPPY WAY, FOR TO BE ACCUSED OF GREAT ACTS OF WICKEDNESS, THOUGH FALSELY, IS A TERRIBLE THING; BUT IF THOU HAST ANY FEAR REMAINING, CONTINUE THOU ON IN THY PIOUS LIFE, WE WILL GIVE THIS REASON FOR OUR OWN CONDUCT; OUR LIFE IS NOT SO DESIRABLE TO US AS TO DESIRE TO HAVE IT, IF IT TEND TO THE HARM OF OUR FATHER WHO GAVE IT US." 
4. WHEN ALEXANDER HAD THUS SPOKEN, CAESAR, WHO DID NOT BEFORE BELIEVE SO GROSS A CALUMNY, WAS STILL MORE MOVED BY IT, AND LOOKED INTENTLY UPON HEROD, AND PERCEIVED HE WAS A LITTLE CONFOUNDED: THE PERSONS THERE PRESENT WERE UNDER AN ANXIETY ABOUT THE YOUNG MEN, AND THE FAME THAT WAS SPREAD ABROAD MADE THE KING HATED, FOR THE VERY INCREDIBILITY OF THE CALUMNY, AND THE COMMISERATION OF THE FLOWER OF YOUTH, THE BEAUTY OF BODY, WHICH WERE IN THE YOUNG MEN, PLEADED FOR ASSISTANCE, AND THE MORE SO ON THIS ACCOUNT, THAT ALEXANDER HAD MADE THEIR DEFENSE WITH DEXTERITY AND PRUDENCE; NAY, THEY DID NOT THEMSELVES ANY LONGER CONTINUE IN THEIR FORMER COUNTENANCES, WHICH HAD BEEN BEDEWED WITH TEARS, AND CAST DOWNWARDS TO THE GROUND, BUT NOW THERE AROSE IN THEM HOPE OF THE BEST; AND THE KING HIMSELF APPEARED NOT TO HAVE HAD FOUNDATION ENOUGH TO BUILD SUCH AN ACCUSATION UPON, HE HAVING NO REAL EVIDENCE WHEREWITH TO CORRECT THEM. INDEED, HE WANTED SOME APOLOGY FOR MAKING THE ACCUSATION; BUT CAESAR, AFTER SOME DELAY, SAID, THAT ALTHOUGH THE YOUNG MEN WERE THOROUGHLY INNOCENT OF THAT FOR WHICH THEY WERE CALUMNIATED, YET HAD THEY BEEN SO FAR TO BLAME, THAT THEY HAD NOT DEMEANED THEMSELVES TOWARDS THEIR FATHER SO AS TO PREVENT THAT SUSPICION WHICH WAS SPREAD ABROAD CONCERNING THEM. HE ALSO EXHORTED HEROD TO LAY ALL SUCH SUSPICIONS ASIDE, AND TO BE RECONCILED TO HIS SONS; FOR THAT IT WAS NOT JUST TO GIVE ANY CREDIT TO SUCH REPORTS CONCERNING HIS OWN CHILDREN; AND THAT THIS REPENTANCE ON BOTH SIDES MIGHT STILL HEAL THOSE BREACHES THAT HAD HAPPENED BETWEEN THEM, AND MIGHT IMPROVE THAT THEIR GOOD-WILL TO ONE ANOTHER, WHEREBY THOSE ON BOTH SIDES, EXCUSING THE RASHNESS OF THEIR SUSPICIONS, MIGHT RESOLVE TO BEAR A GREATER DEGREE OF AFFECTION TOWARDS EACH OTHER THAN THEY HAD BEFORE. AFTER CAESAR HAD GIVEN THEM THIS ADMONITION, HE BECKONED TO THE YOUNG MEN. WHEN THEREFORE THEY WERE DISPOSED TO FALL DOWN TO MAKE INTERCESSION TO THEIR FATHER, HE TOOK THEM UP, AND EMBRACED THEM, AS THEY WERE IN TEARS, AND TOOK EACH OF THEM DISTINCTLY IN HIS ARMS, TILL NOT ONE OF THOSE THAT WERE PRESENT, WHETHER FREE-MAN OR SLAVE, BUT WAS DEEPLY AFFECTED WITH WHAT THEY SAW. 
5. THEN DID THEY RETURN THANKS TO CAESAR, AND WENT AWAY TOGETHER; AND WITH THEM WENT ANTIPATER, WITH A HYPOCRITICAL PRETENSE THAT HE REJOICED AT THIS RECONCILIATION. AND IN THE LAST DAYS THEY WERE WITH CAESAR, HEROD MADE HIM A PRESENT OF THREE HUNDRED TALENTS, AS HE WAS THEN EXHIBITING SHOWS AND LARGESSES TO THE PEOPLE OF ROME; AND CAESAR MADE HIM A PRESENT OF HALF THE REVENUE OF THE COPPER MINES IN CYPRUS, AND COMMITTED THE CARE OF THE OTHER HALF TO HIM, AND HONORED HIM WITH OTHER GIFTS AND INCOMES; AND AS TO HIS OWN KINGDOM, HE LEFT IT IN HIS OWN POWER TO APPOINT WHICH OF HIS SONS HE PLEASED FOR HIS SUCCESSOR, OR TO DISTRIBUTE IT IN PARTS TO EVERY ONE, THAT THE DIGNITY MIGHT THEREBY COME TO THEM ALL. AND WHEN HEROD WAS DISPOSED TO MAKE SUCH A SETTLEMENT IMMEDIATELY, CAESAR SAID HE WOULD NOT GIVE HIM LEAVE TO DEPRIVE HIMSELF, WHILE HE WAS ALIVE, OF THE POWER OVER HIS KINGDOM, OR OVER HIS SONS. 
6. AFTER THIS, HEROD RETURNED TO JUDEA AGAIN. BUT DURING HIS ABSENCE NO SMALL PART OF HIS DOMINION ABOUT TRACHON HAD REVOLTED, WHOM YET THE COMMANDERS HE LEFT THERE HAD VANQUISHED, AND COMPELLED TO A SUBMISSION AGAIN. NOW AS HEROD WAS SAILING WITH HIS SONS, AND WAS COME OVER AGAINST CILICIA, TO [THE ISLAND] ELEUSA, WHICH HATH NOW CHANGED ITS NAME FOR SEBASTE, HE MET WITH ARCHELAUS, KING OF CAPPADOCIA, WHO RECEIVED HIM KINDLY, AS REJOICING THAT HE WAS RECONCILED TO HIS SONS, AND THAT THE ACCUSATION AGAINST ALEXANDER, WHO HAD MARRIED HIS DAUGHTER, WAS AT AN END. THEY ALSO MADE ONE ANOTHER SUCH PRESENTS AS IT BECAME KINGS TO MAKE, FROM THENCE HEROD CAME TO JUDEA AND TO THE TEMPLE, WHERE HE MADE A SPEECH TO THE PEOPLE CONCERNING WHAT HAD BEEN DONE IN THIS HIS JOURNEY. HE ALSO DISCOURSED TO THEM ABOUT CAESAR'S KINDNESS TO HIM, AND ABOUT AS MANY OF THE PARTICULARS HE HAD DONE AS HE THOUGHT IT FOR HIS ADVANTAGE OTHER PEOPLE SHOULD BE ACQUAINTED WITH. AT LAST HE TURNED HIS SPEECH TO THE ADMONITION OF HIS SONS; AND EXHORTED THOSE THAT LIVED AT COURT, AND THE MULTITUDE, TO CONCORD; AND INFORMED THEM THAT HIS SONS WERE TO REIGN AFTER HIM; ANTIPATER FIRST, AND THEN ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS, THE SONS OF MARIAMNE: BUT HE DESIRED THAT AT PRESENT THEY SHOULD ALL HAVE REGARD TO HIMSELF, AND ESTEEM HIM KING AND LORD OF ALL, SINCE HE WAS NOT YET HINDERED BY OLD AGE, BUT WAS IN THAT PERIOD OF LIFE WHEN HE MUST BE THE MOST SKILLFUL IN GOVERNING; AND THAT HE WAS NOT DEFICIENT IN OTHER ARTS OF MANAGEMENT THAT MIGHT ENABLE HIM TO GOVERN THE KINGDOM WELL, AND TO RULE OVER HIS CHILDREN ALSO. HE FURTHER TOLD THE RULERS UNDER HIM, AND THE SOLDIERY, THAT IN CASE THEY WOULD LOOK UPON HIM ALONE, THEIR LIFE WOULD BE LED IN A PEACEABLE MANNER, AND THEY WOULD MAKE ONE ANOTHER HAPPY. AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE DISMISSED THE ASSEMBLY. WHICH SPEECH WAS ACCEPTABLE TO THE GREATEST PART OF THE AUDIENCE, BUT NOT SO TO THEM ALL; FOR THE CONTENTION AMONG HIS SONS, AND THE HOPES HE HAD GIVEN THEM, OCCASIONED THOUGHTS AND DESIRES, OF INNOVATIONS AMONG THEM? 
CHAPTER 5. HOW HEROD CELEBRATED THE GAMES THAT WERE TO RETURN EVERY FIFTH YEAR UPON THE BUILDING OF CESAREA; AND HOW HE BUILT AND ADORNED MANY OTHER PLACES AFTER A MAGNIFICENT MANNER; AND DID MANY OTHER ACTIONS GLORIOUSLY. 
1. ABOUT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT CESAREA SEBASTE, WHICH HE HAD BUILT, WAS FINISHED. THE ENTIRE BUILDING BEING ACCOMPLISHED: IN THE TENTH YEAR, THE SOLEMNITY OF IT FELL INTO THE TWENTY-EIGHTH YEAR OF HEROD'S REIGN, AND INTO THE HUNDRED AND NINETY-SECOND OLYMPIAD. THERE WAS ACCORDINGLY A GREAT FESTIVAL AND MOST SUMPTUOUS PREPARATIONS MADE PRESENTLY, IN ORDER TO ITS DEDICATION; FOR HE HAD APPOINTED A CONTENTION IN MUSIC, AND GAMES TO BE PERFORMED NAKED. HE HAD ALSO GOTTEN READY A GREAT NUMBER OF THOSE THAT FIGHT SINGLE COMBATS, AND OF BEASTS FOR THE LIKE PURPOSE; HORSE RACES ALSO, AND THE MOST CHARGEABLE OF SUCH SPORTS AND SHOWS AS USED TO BE EXHIBITED AT ROME, AND IN OTHER PLACES. HE CONSECRATED THIS COMBAT TO CAESAR, AND ORDERED IT TO BE CELEBRATED EVERY FIFTH YEAR. HE ALSO SENT ALL SORTS OF ORNAMENTS FOR IT OUT OF HIS OWN FURNITURE, THAT IT MIGHT WANT NOTHING TO MAKE IT DECENT; NAY, JULIA, CAESAR'S WIFE, SENT A GREAT PART OF HER MOST VALUABLE FURNITURE [FROM ROME], INSOMUCH THAT HE HAD NO WANT OF ANY THING. THE SUM OF THEM ALL WAS ESTIMATED AT FIVE HUNDRED TALENTS. NOW WHEN A GREAT MULTITUDE WAS COME TO THAT CITY TO SEE THE SHOWS, AS WELL AS THE AMBASSADORS WHOM OTHER PEOPLE SENT, ON ACCOUNT OF THE BENEFITS THEY HAD RECEIVED FROM HEROD, HE ENTERTAINED THEM ALL IN THE PUBLIC INNS, AND AT PUBLIC TABLES, AND WITH PERPETUAL FEASTS; THIS SOLEMNITY HAVING IN THE DAY TIME THE DIVERSIONS OF THE FIGHTS, AND IN THE NIGHT TIME SUCH MERRY MEETINGS AS COST VAST SUMS OF MONEY, AND PUBLICLY DEMONSTRATED THE GENEROSITY OF HIS SOUL; FOR IN ALL HIS UNDERTAKINGS HE WAS AMBITIOUS TO EXHIBIT WHAT EXCEEDED WHATSOEVER HAD BEEN DONE BEFORE OF THE SAME KIND. AND IT IS RELATED THAT CAESAR AND AGRIPPA OFTEN SAID, THAT THE DOMINIONS OF HEROD WERE TOO LITTLE FOR THE GREATNESS OF HIS SOUL; FOR THAT HE DESERVED TO HAVE BOTH ALL THE KINGDOM OF SYRIA, AND THAT OF EGYPT ALSO. 
2. AFTER THIS SOLEMNITY AND THESE FESTIVALS WERE OVER, HEROD ERECTED ANOTHER CITY IN THE PLAIN CALLED CAPHARSABA, WHERE HE CHOSE OUT A FIT PLACE, BOTH FOR PLENTY OF WATER AND GOODNESS OF SOIL, AND PROPER FOR THE PRODUCTION OF WHAT WAS THERE PLANTED, WHERE A RIVER ENCOMPASSED THE CITY ITSELF, AND A GROVE OF THE BEST TREES FOR MAGNITUDE WAS ROUND ABOUT IT: THIS HE NAMED ANTIPATRIS, FROM HIS FATHER ANTIPATER. HE ALSO BUILT UPON ANOTHER SPOT OF GROUND ABOVE JERICHO, OF THE SAME NAME WITH HIS MOTHER, A PLACE OF GREAT SECURITY AND VERY PLEASANT FOR HABITATION, AND CALLED IT CYPROS. HE ALSO DEDICATED THE FINEST MONUMENTS TO HIS BROTHER PHASAELUS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE GREAT NATURAL AFFECTION THERE HAD BEEN BETWEEN THEM, BY ERECTING A TOWER IN THE CITY ITSELF, NOT LESS THAN THE TOWER OF PHAROS, WHICH HE NAMED PHASAELUS, WHICH WAS AT ONCE A PART OF THE STRONG DEFENSES OF THE CITY, AND A MEMORIAL FOR HIM THAT WAS DECEASED, BECAUSE IT, BARE HIS NAME. HE ALSO BUILT A CITY OF THE SAME NAME IN THE VALLEY OF JERICHO, AS YOU GO FROM IT NORTHWARD, WHEREBY HE RENDERED THE NEIGHBORING COUNTRY MORE FRUITFUL BY THE CULTIVATION ITS INHABITANTS INTRODUCED; AND THIS ALSO HE CALLED PHASAELUS. 
3. BUT AS FOR HIS OTHER BENEFITS, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO RECKON THEM UP, THOSE WHICH HE BESTOWED ON CITIES, BOTH IN SYRIA AND IN GREECE, AND IN ALL THE PLACES HE CAME TO IN HIS VOYAGES; FOR HE SEEMS TO HAVE CONFERRED, AND THAT AFTER A MOST PLENTIFUL MANNER, WHAT WOULD MINISTER TO MANY NECESSITIES, AND THE BUILDING OF PUBLIC WORKS, AND GAVE THEM THE MONEY THAT WAS NECESSARY TO SUCH WORKS AS WANTED IT, TO SUPPORT THEM UPON THE FAILURE OF THEIR OTHER REVENUES: BUT WHAT WAS THE GREATEST AND MOST ILLUSTRIOUS OF ALL HIS WORKS, HE ERECTED APOLLO'S TEMPLE AT RHODES, AT HIS OWN EXPENSES, AND GAVE THEM A GREAT NUMBER OF TALENTS OF SILVER FOR THE REPAIR OF THEIR FLEET. HE ALSO BUILT THE GREATEST PART OF THE PUBLIC EDIFICES FOR THE INHABITANTS OF NICOPOLIS, AT ACTIUM; AND FOR THE ANTIOCHINUS, THE INHABITANTS OF THE PRINCIPAL CITY OF SYRIA, WHERE A BROAD STREET CUTS THROUGH THE PLACE LENGTHWAYS, HE BUILT CLOISTERS ALONG IT ON BOTH SIDES, AND LAID THE OPEN ROAD WITH POLISHED STONE, AND WAS OF VERY GREAT ADVANTAGE TO THE INHABITANTS. AND AS TO THE OLYMPIC GAMES, WHICH WERE IN A VERY LOW CONDITION, BY REASON OF THE FAILURE OF THEIR REVENUES, HE RECOVERED THEIR REPUTATION, AND APPOINTED REVENUES FOR HEIR MAINTENANCE, AND MADE THAT SOLEMN MEETING MORE VENERABLE, AS TO THE SACRIFICES AND OTHER ORNAMENTS; AND BY REASON OF THIS VAST LIBERALITY, HE WAS GENERALLY DECLARED IN THEIR INSCRIPTIONS TO BE ONE OF THE PERPETUAL MANAGERS OF THOSE GAMES. 
4. NOW SOME THERE ARE WHO STAND AMAZED AT THE DIVERSITY OF HEROD'S NATURE AND PURPOSES; FOR WHEN WE HAVE RESPECT TO HIS MAGNIFICENCE, AND THE BENEFITS WHICH HE BESTOWED ON ALL MANKIND, THERE IS NO POSSIBILITY FOR EVEN THOSE THAT HAD THE LEAST RESPECT FOR HIM TO DENY, OR NOT OPENLY TO CONFESS, THAT HE HAD A NATURE VASTLY BENEFICENT; BUT WHEN ANY ONE LOOKS UPON THE PUNISHMENTS HE INFLICTED, AND THE INJURIES HE DID, NOT ONLY TO HIS SUBJECTS, BUT TO HIS NEAREST RELATIONS, AND TAKES NOTICE OF HIS SEVERE AND UNRELENTING DISPOSITION THERE, HE WILL BE FORCED TO ALLOW THAT HE WAS BRUTISH, AND A STRANGER TO ALL HUMANITY; INSOMUCH THAT THESE MEN SUPPOSE HIS NATURE TO BE DIFFERENT, AND SOMETIMES AT CONTRADICTION WITH ITSELF; BUT I AM MYSELF OF ANOTHER OPINION, AND IMAGINE THAT THE OCCASION OF BOTH THESE SORT OF ACTIONS WAS ONE AND THE SAME; FOR BEING A MAN AMBITIOUS OF HONOR, AND QUITE OVERCOME BY THAT PASSION, HE WAS INDUCED TO BE MAGNIFICENT, WHEREVER THERE APPEARED ANY HOPES OF A FUTURE MEMORIAL, OR OF REPUTATION AT PRESENT; AND AS HIS EXPENSES WERE BEYOND HIS ABILITIES, HE WAS NECESSITATED TO BE HARSH TO HIS SUBJECTS; FOR THE PERSONS ON WHOM HE EXPENDED HIS MONEY WERE SO MANY, THAT THEY MADE HIM A VERY BAD PROCURER OF IT; AND BECAUSE HE WAS CONSCIOUS THAT HE WAS HATED BY THOSE UNDER HIM, FOR THE INJURIES HE DID THEM, HE THOUGHT IT NOT AN EASY THING TO AMEND HIS OFFENSES, FOR THAT IT WAS INCONVENIENT FOR HIS REVENUE; HE THEREFORE STROVE ON THE OTHER SIDE TO MAKE THEIR ILL-WILL AN OCCASION OF HIS GAINS. AS TO HIS OWN COURT, THEREFORE, IF ANY ONE WAS NOT VERY OBSEQUIOUS TO HIM IN HIS LANGUAGE, AND WOULD NOT CONFESS HIMSELF TO BE HIS SLAVE, OR BUT SEEMED TO THINK OF ANY INNOVATION IN HIS GOVERNMENT, HE WAS NOT ABLE TO CONTAIN HIMSELF, BUT PROSECUTED HIS VERY KINDRED AND FRIENDS, AND PUNISHED THEM AS IF THEY WERE ENEMIES AND THIS WICKEDNESS HE UNDERTOOK OUT OF A DESIRE THAT HE MIGHT BE HIMSELF ALONE HONORED. NOW FOR THIS, MY ASSERTION ABOUT THAT PASSION OF HIS, WE HAVE THE GREATEST EVIDENCE, BY WHAT HE DID TO HONOR CAESAR AND AGRIPPA, AND HIS OTHER FRIENDS; FOR WITH WHAT HONORS HE PAID HIS RESPECTS TO THEM WHO WERE HIS SUPERIORS, THE SAME DID HE DESIRE TO BE PAID TO HIMSELF; AND WHAT HE THOUGHT THE MOST EXCELLENT PRESENT HE COULD MAKE ANOTHER, HE DISCOVERED AN INCLINATION TO HAVE THE LIKE PRESENTED TO HIMSELF. BUT NOW THE JEWISH NATION IS BY THEIR LAW A STRANGER TO ALL SUCH THINGS, AND ACCUSTOMED TO PREFER RIGHTEOUSNESS TO GLORY; FOR WHICH REASON THAT NATION WAS NOT AGREEABLE TO HIM, BECAUSE IT WAS OUT OF THEIR POWER TO FLATTER THE KING'S AMBITION WITH STATUES OR TEMPLES, OR ANY OTHER SUCH PERFORMANCES; AND THIS SEEMS TO ME TO HAVE BEEN AT ONCE THE OCCASION OF HEROD'S CRIMES AS TO HIS OWN COURTIERS AND COUNSELORS, AND OF HIS BENEFACTIONS AS TO FOREIGNERS AND THOSE THAT HAD NO RELATION TO HIM. 
CHAPTER 6. AN EMBASSAGE IN CYRENE AND ASIA TO CAESAR, CONCERNING THE COMPLAINTS THEY HAD TO MAKE AGAINST THE GREEKS; WITH COPIES OF THE EPISTLES WHICH CAESAR AND AGRIPPA WROTE TO THE CITIES FOR THEM. 
1. NOW THE CITIES ILL-TREATED THE JEWS IN ASIA, AND ALL THOSE ALSO OF THE SAME NATION WHICH LIVED ILL LIBYA, WHICH JOINS TO CYRENE, WHILE THE FORMER KINGS HAD GIVEN THEM EQUAL PRIVILEGES WITH THE OTHER CITIZENS; BUT THE GREEKS AFFRONTED THEM AT THIS TIME, AND THAT SO FAR AS TO TAKE AWAY THEIR SACRED MONEY, AND TO DO THEM MISCHIEF ON OTHER PARTICULAR OCCASIONS. WHEN THEREFORE THEY WERE THUS AFFLICTED, AND FOUND NO END OF THEIR BARBAROUS TREATMENT THEY MET WITH AMONG THE GREEKS, THEY SENT AMBASSADORS TO CAESAR ON THOSE ACCOUNTS, WHO GAVE THEM THE SAME PRIVILEGES AS THEY HAD BEFORE, AND SENT LETTERS TO THE SAME PURPOSE TO THE GOVERNORS OF THE PROVINCES, COPIES OF WHICH I SUBJOIN HERE, AS TESTIMONIALS OF THE ANCIENT FAVORABLE DISPOSITION THE ROMAN EMPERORS HAD TOWARDS US. 
2. "CAESAR AUGUSTUS, HIGH PRIEST AND TRIBUNE OF THE PEOPLE, ORDAINS THUS: SINCE THE NATION OF THE JEWS HATH BEEN FOUND GRATEFUL TO THE ROMAN PEOPLE, NOT ONLY AT THIS TIME, BUT IN TIME PAST ALSO, AND CHIEFLY HYRCANUS THE HIGH PRIEST, UNDER MY FATHER CAESAR THE EMPEROR, IT SEEMED GOOD TO ME AND MY COUNSELORS, ACCORDING TO THE SENTENCE AND OATH OF THE PEOPLE OF ROME, THAT THE JEWS HAVE LIBERTY TO MAKE USE OF THEIR OWN CUSTOMS, ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AS THEY MADE USE OF THEM UNDER HYRCANUS THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD; AND THAT THEIR SACRED MONEY BE NOT TOUCHED, BUT BE SENT TO JERUSALEM, AND THAT IT BE COMMITTED TO THE CARE OF THE RECEIVERS AT JERUSALEM; AND THAT THEY BE NOT OBLIGED TO GO BEFORE ANY JUDGE ON THE SABBATH DAY, NOR ON THE DAY OF THE PREPARATION TO IT, AFTER THE NINTH HOUR. BUT IF ANY ONE BE CAUGHT STEALING THEIR HOLY BOOKS, OR THEIR SACRED MONEY, WHETHER IT BE OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUE OR PUBLIC SCHOOL, HE SHALL BE DEEMED A SACRILEGIOUS PERSON, AND HIS GOODS SHALL BE BROUGHT INTO THE PUBLIC TREASURY OF THE ROMANS. AND I GIVE ORDER THAT THE TESTIMONIAL WHICH THEY HAVE GIVEN ME, ON ACCOUNT OF MY REGARD TO THAT PIETY WHICH I EXERCISE TOWARD ALL MANKIND, AND OUT OF REGARD TO CAIUS MARCUS CENSORINUS, TOGETHER WITH THE PRESENT DECREE, BE PROPOSED IN THAT MOST EMINENT PLACE WHICH HATH BEEN CONSECRATED TO ME BY THE COMMUNITY OF ASIA AT ANCYRA. AND IF ANY ONE, TRANSGRESS ANY PART OF WHAT IS ABOVE DECREED, HE SHALL BE SEVERELY PUNISHED." THIS WAS INSCRIBED UPON A PILLAR IN THE TEMPLE OF CAESAR. 
3. "CAESAR TO NORBANUS FLACCUS, SENDETH GREETING. LET THOSE JEWS, HOW MANY SOEVER THEY BE, WHO HAVE BEEN USED, ACCORDING TO THEIR ANCIENT CUSTOM, TO SEND THEIR SACRED MONEY TO JERUSALEM, DO THE SAME FREELY." THESE WERE THE DECREES OF CAESAR. 
4. AGRIPPA ALSO DID HIMSELF WRITE AFTER THE MANNER FOLLOWING, ON BEHALF OF THE JEWS: "AGRIPPA, TO THE MAGISTRATES, SENATE, AND PEOPLE OF THE EPHESIANS, SENDETH GREETING. I WILL THAT THE CARE AND CUSTODY OF THE SACRED MONEY THAT IS CARRIED TO THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM BE LEFT TO THE JEWS OF ASIA, TO DO WITH IT ACCORDING TO THEIR ANCIENT CUSTOM; AND THAT SUCH AS STEAL THAT SACRED MONEY OF THE JEWS, AND FLY TO A SANCTUARY, SHALL BE TAKEN THENCE AND DELIVERED TO THE JEWS, BY THE SAME LAW THAT SACRILEGIOUS PERSONS ARE TAKEN THENCE. I HAVE ALSO WRITTEN TO SYLVANUS THE PRAETOR, THAT NO ONE COMPEL THE JEWS TO COME BEFORE A JUDGE ON THE SABBATH DAY." 
5. "MARCUS AGRIPPA TO THE MAGISTRATES, SENATE, AND PEOPLE OF CYRENE, SENDETH GREETING. THE JEWS OF CYRENE HAVE INTERCEDED WITH ME FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF WHAT AUGUSTUS SENT ORDERS ABOUT TO FLAVIUS, THE THEN PRAETOR OF LIBYA, AND TO THE OTHER PROCURATORS OF THAT PROVINCE, THAT THE SACRED MONEY MAY BE SENT TO JERUSALEM FREELY, AS HATH BEEN THEIR CUSTOM FROM THEIR FOREFATHERS, THEY COMPLAINING THAT THEY ARE ABUSED BY CERTAIN INFORMERS, AND UNDER PRETENSE OF TAXES WHICH WERE NOT DUE, ARE HINDERED FROM SENDING THEM, WHICH I COMMAND TO BE RESTORED WITHOUT ANY DIMINUTION OR DISTURBANCE GIVEN TO THEM. AND IF ANY OF THAT SACRED MONEY IN THE CITIES BE TAKEN FROM THEIR PROPER RECEIVERS, I FURTHER ENJOIN, THAT THE SAME BE EXACTLY RETURNED TO THE JEWS IN THAT PLACE." 
6. "CAIUS NORBANUS FLACCUS, PROCONSUL, TO THE MAGISTRATES OF THE SARDIANS, SENDETH GREETING. CAESAR HATH WRITTEN TO ME, AND COMMANDED ME NOT TO FORBID THE JEWS, HOW MANY SOEVER THEY BE, FROM ASSEMBLING TOGETHER ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, NOR FROM SENDING THEIR MONEY TO JERUSALEM. I HAVE THEREFORE WRITTEN TO YOU, THAT YOU MAY KNOW THAT BOTH CAESAR AND I WOULD HAVE YOU ACT ACCORDINGLY." 
7. NOR DID JULIUS ANTONIUS, THE PROCONSUL, WRITE OTHERWISE. "TO THE MAGISTRATES, SENATE, AND PEOPLE OF THE EPHESIANS, SENDETH GREETING. AS I WAS DISPENSING JUSTICE AT EPHESUS, ON THE IDES OF FEBRUARY, THE JEWS THAT DWELL IN ASIA DEMONSTRATED TO ME THAT AUGUSTUS AND AGRIPPA HAD PERMITTED THEM TO USE THEIR OWN LAWS AND CUSTOMS, AND TO OFFER THOSE THEIR FIRST-FRUITS, WHICH EVERY ONE OF THEM FREELY OFFERS TO THE DEITY ON ACCOUNT OF PIETY, AND TO CARRY THEM IN A COMPANY TOGETHER TO JERUSALEM WITHOUT DISTURBANCE. THEY ALSO PETITIONED ME THAT I ALSO WOULD CONFIRM WHAT HAD BEEN GRANTED BY AUGUSTUS AND AGRIPPA BY MY OWN SANCTION. I WOULD THEREFORE HAVE YOU TAKE NOTICE, THAT ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF AUGUSTUS AND AGRIPPA, I PERMIT THEM TO USE AND DO ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOMS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS WITHOUT DISTURBANCE." 
8. I HAVE BEEN OBLIGED TO SET DOWN THESE DECREE BECAUSE THE PRESENT HISTORY OF OUR OWN ACTS WILL GO GENERALLY AMONG THE GREEKS; AND I HAVE HEREBY DEMONSTRATED TO THEM THAT WE HAVE FORMERLY BEEN IN GREAT ESTEEM, AND HAVE NOT BEEN PROHIBITED BY THOSE GOVERNORS WE WERE UNDER FROM KEEPING ANY OF THE LAWS OF OUR FOREFATHERS; NAY, THAT WE HAVE BEEN SUPPORTED BY THEM, WHILE WE FOLLOWED OUR OWN RELIGION, AND THE WORSHIP WE PAID TO GOD; AND I FREQUENTLY MAKE MENTION OF THESE DECREES, IN ORDER TO RECONCILE OTHER PEOPLE TO US, AND TO TAKE AWAY THE CAUSES OF THAT HATRED WHICH UNREASONABLE MEN BEAR TO US. AS FOR OUR CUSTOMS THERE IS NO NATION WHICH ALWAYS MAKES USE OF THE SAME, AND IN EVERY CITY ALMOST WE MEET WITH THEM DIFFERENT FROM ONE ANOTHER; BUT NATURAL JUSTICE IS MOST AGREEABLE TO THE ADVANTAGE OF ALL MEN EQUALLY, BOTH GREEKS AND BARBARIANS, TO WHICH OUR LAWS HAVE THE GREATEST REGARD, AND THEREBY RENDER US, IF WE ABIDE IN THEM AFTER A PURE MANNER, BENEVOLENT AND FRIENDLY TO ALL MEN; ON WHICH ACCOUNT WE HAVE REASON TO EXPECT THE LIKE RETURN FROM OTHERS, AND TO INFORM THEM THAT THEY OUGHT NOT TO ESTEEM DIFFERENCE OF POSITIVE INSTITUTIONS A SUFFICIENT CAUSE OF ALIENATION, BUT [JOIN WITH US IN] THE PURSUIT OF VIRTUE AND PROBITY, FOR THIS BELONGS TO ALL MEN IN COMMON, AND OF ITSELF ALONE IS SUFFICIENT FOR THE PRESERVATION OF HUMAN LIFE. I NOW RETURN TO THE THREAD OF MY HISTORY.
CHAPTER 7. HOW, UPON HEROD'S GOING DOWN INTO DAVID'S SEPULCHER, THE SEDITION IN HIS FAMILY GREATLY INCREASED. 
1. AS FOR HEROD, HE HAD SPENT VAST SUMS ABOUT THE CITIES, BOTH WITHOUT AND WITHIN HIS OWN KINGDOM; AND AS HE HAD BEFORE HEARD THAT HYRCANUS, WHO HAD BEEN KING BEFORE HIM, HAD OPENED DAVID'S SEPULCHER, AND TAKEN OUT OF IT THREE THOUSAND TALENTS OF SILVER, AND THAT THERE WAS A MUCH GREATER NUMBER LEFT BEHIND, AND INDEED ENOUGH TO SUFFICE ALL HIS WANTS, HE HAD A GREAT WHILE AN INTENTION TO MAKE THE ATTEMPT; AND AT THIS TIME HE OPENED THAT SEPULCHER BY NIGHT, AND WENT INTO IT, AND ENDEAVORED THAT IT SHOULD NOT BE AT ALL KNOWN IN THE CITY, BUT TOOK ONLY HIS MOST FAITHFUL FRIENDS WITH HIM. AS FOR ANY MONEY, HE FOUND NONE, AS HYRCANUS HAD DONE, BUT THAT FURNITURE OF GOLD, AND THOSE PRECIOUS GOODS THAT WERE LAID UP THERE; ALL WHICH HE TOOK AWAY. HOWEVER, HE HAD A GREAT DESIRE TO MAKE A MORE DILIGENT SEARCH, AND TO GO FARTHER IN, EVEN AS FAR AS THE VERY BODIES OF DAVID AND SOLOMON; WHERE TWO OF HIS GUARDS WERE SLAIN, BY A FLAME THAT BURST OUT UPON THOSE THAT WENT IN, AS THE REPORT WAS. SO, HE WAS TERRIBLY AFFRIGHTED, AND WENT OUT, AND BUILT A PROPITIATORY MONUMENT OF THAT FRIGHT HE HAD BEEN IN; AND THIS OF WHITE STONE, AT THE MOUTH OF THE SEPULCHER, AND THAT AT GREAT EXPENSE ALSO. AND EVEN NICOLAUS HIS HISTORIOGRAPHER MAKES MENTION OF THIS MONUMENT BUILT BY HEROD, THOUGH HE DOES NOT MENTION HIS GOING DOWN INTO THE SEPULCHER, AS KNOWING THAT ACTION TO BE OF ILL REPUTE; AND MANY OTHER THINGS HE TREATS OF IN THE SAME MANNER IN HIS BOOK; FOR HE WROTE IN HEROD'S LIFETIME, AND UNDER HIS REIGN, AND SO AS TO PLEASE HIM, AND AS A SERVANT TO HIM, TOUCHING UPON NOTHING BUT WHAT TENDED TO HIS GLORY, AND OPENLY EXCUSING MANY OF HIS NOTORIOUS CRIMES, AND VERY DILIGENTLY CONCEALING THEM. AND AS HE WAS DESIROUS TO PUT HANDSOME COLORS ON THE DEATH OF MARIAMNE AND HER SONS, WHICH WERE BARBAROUS ACTIONS IN THE KING, HE TELLS FALSEHOODS ABOUT THE INCONTINENCE OF MARIAMNE, AND THE TREACHEROUS DESIGNS OF HIS SONS UPON HIM; AND THUS, HE PROCEEDED IN HIS WHOLE WORK, MAKING A POMPOUS ENCOMIUM UPON WHAT JUST ACTIONS HE HAD DONE, BUT EARNESTLY APOLOGIZING FOR HIS UNJUST ONES. INDEED, A MAN, AS I SAID, MAY HAVE A GREAT DEAL TO SAY BY WAY OF EXCUSE FOR NICOLAUS; FOR HE DID NOT SO PROPERLY WRITE THIS AS A HISTORY FOR OTHERS, AS SOMEWHAT THAT MIGHT BE SUBSERVIENT TO THE KING HIMSELF. AS FOR OURSELVES, WHO COME OF A FAMILY NEARLY ALLIED TO THE ASAMONEAN KINGS, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT HAVE AN HONORABLE PLACE, WHICH IS THE PRIESTHOOD, WE THINK IT INDECENT TO SAY ANY THING THAT IS FALSE ABOUT THEM, AND ACCORDINGLY WE HAVE DESCRIBED THEIR ACTIONS AFTER AN UNBLEMISHED AND UPRIGHT MANNER. AND ALTHOUGH WE REVERENCE MANY OF HEROD'S POSTERITY, WHO STILL REIGN, YET DO WE PAY A GREATER REGARD TO TRUTH THAN TO THEM, AND THIS THOUGH IT SOMETIMES HAPPENS THAT WE INCUR THEIR DISPLEASURE BY SO DOING. 
2. AND INDEED HEROD'S TROUBLES IN HIS FAMILY SEEMED TO BE AUGMENTED BY REASON OF THIS ATTEMPT HE MADE UPON DAVID'S SEPULCHER; WHETHER DIVINE VENGEANCE INCREASED THE CALAMITIES HE LAY UNDER, IN ORDER TO RENDER THEM INCURABLE, OR WHETHER FORTUNE MADE AN ASSAULT UPON HIM, IN THOSE CASES WHEREIN THE SEASONABLENESS OF THE CAUSE MADE IT STRONGLY BELIEVED THAT THE CALAMITIES CAME UPON HIM FOR HIS IMPIETY; FOR THE TUMULT WAS LIKE A CIVIL WAR IN HIS PALACE, AND THEIR HATRED TOWARDS ONE ANOTHER WAS LIKE THAT WHERE EACH ONE STROVE TO EXCEED ANOTHER IN CALUMNIES. HOWEVER, ANTIPATER USED STRATAGEMS PERPETUALLY AGAINST HIS BRETHREN, AND THAT VERY CUNNINGLY; WHILE ABROAD HE LOADED THEM WITH ACCUSATIONS, BUT STILL TOOK UPON HIM FREQUENTLY TO APOLOGIZE FOR THEM, THAT THIS APPARENT BENEVOLENCE TO THEM MIGHT MAKE HIM BE BELIEVED, AND FORWARD HIS ATTEMPTS AGAINST THEM; BY WHICH MEANS HE, AFTER VARIOUS MANNERS, CIRCUMVENTED HIS FATHER, WHO BELIEVED ALL THAT HE DID WAS FOR HIS PRESERVATION. HEROD ALSO RECOMMENDED PTOLEMY, WHO WAS A GREAT DIRECTOR OF THE AFFAIRS OF HIS KINGDOM, TO ANTIPATER; AND CONSULTED WITH HIS MOTHER ABOUT THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS ALSO. AND INDEED THESE WERE ALL IN ALL, AND DID WHAT THEY PLEASED, AND MADE THE KING ANGRY AGAINST ANY OTHER PERSONS, AS THEY THOUGHT IT MIGHT BE TO THEIR OWN ADVANTAGE; BUT STILL THE SONS OF MARIANME WERE IN A WORSE AND WORSE CONDITION PERPETUALLY; AND WHILE THEY WERE THRUST OUT, AND SET IN A MORE DISHONORABLE RANK, WHO YET BY BIRTH WERE THE MOST NOBLE, THEY COULD NOT BEAR THE DISHONOR. AND FOR THE WOMEN, GLAPHYRA, ALEXANDER'S WIFE, THE DAUGHTER OF ARCHCLAUS, HATED SALOME, BOTH BECAUSE OF HER LOVE TO HER HUSBAND, AND BECAUSE GLAPHYRA SEEMED TO BEHAVE HERSELF SOMEWHAT INSOLENTLY TOWARDS SALOME'S DAUGHTER, WHO WAS THE WIFE OF ARISTOBULUS, WHICH EQUALITY OF HERS TO HERSELF GLAPHYRA TOOK VERY IMPATIENTLY. 
3. NOW, BESIDES THIS SECOND CONTENTION THAT HAD FALLEN AMONG THEM, NEITHER DID THE KING'S BROTHER PHERORAS KEEP HIMSELF OUT OF TROUBLE, BUT HAD A PARTICULAR FOUNDATION FOR SUSPICION AND HATRED; FOR HE WAS OVERCOME WITH THE CHARMS OF HIS WIFE, TO SUCH A DEGREE OF MADNESS, THAT HE DESPISED THE KING'S DAUGHTER, TO WHOM HE HAD BEEN BETROTHED, AND WHOLLY BENT HIS MIND TO THE OTHER, WHO HAD BEEN BUT A SERVANT. HEROD ALSO WAS GRIEVED BY THE DISHONOR THAT WAS DONE HIM, BECAUSE HE HAD BESTOWED MANY FAVORS UPON HIM, AND HAD ADVANCED HIM TO THAT HEIGHT OF POWER THAT HE WAS ALMOST A PARTNER WITH HIM IN THE KINGDOM, AND SAW THAT HE HAD NOT MADE HIM A DUE RETURN FOR HIS LABORS, AND ESTEEMED HIMSELF UNHAPPY ON THAT ACCOUNT. SO, UPON PHERORAS'S UNWORTHY REFUSAL, HE GAVE THE DAMSEL TO PHASAELUS'S SON; BUT AFTER SOME TIME, WHEN HE THOUGHT THE HEAT OF HIS BROTHER'S AFFECTIONS WAS OVER, HE BLAMED HIM FOR HIS FORMER CONDUCT, AND DESIRED HIM TO TAKE HIS SECOND DAUGHTER, WHOSE NAME WAS CYPROS. PTOLEMY ALSO ADVISED HIM TO LEAVE OFF AFFRONTING HIS BROTHER, AND TO FORSAKE HER WHOM HE HAD LOVED, FOR THAT IT WAS A BASE THING TO BE SO ENAMORED OF A SERVANT, AS TO DEPRIVE HIMSELF OF THE KING'S GOOD-WILL TO HIM, AND BECOME AN OCCASION OF HIS TROUBLE, AND MAKE HIMSELF HATED BY HIM. PHERORAS KNEW THAT THIS ADVICE WOULD BE FOR HIS OWN ADVANTAGE, PARTICULARLY BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN ACCUSED BEFORE, AND FORGIVEN; SO HE PUT HIS WIFE AWAY, ALTHOUGH HE ALREADY HAD A SON BY HER, AND ENGAGED TO THE KING THAT HE WOULD TAKE HIS SECOND DAUGHTER, AND AGREED THAT THE THIRTIETH DAY AFTER SHOULD BE THE DAY OF MARRIAGE; AND SWORE HE WOULD HAVE NO FURTHER CONVERSATION WITH HER WHOM HE HAD PUT AWAY; BUT WHEN THE THIRTY DAYS WERE OVER, HE WAS SUCH A SLAVE TO HIS AFFECTIONS, THAT HE NO LONGER PERFORMED ANY THING HE HAD PROMISED, BUT CONTINUED STILL WITH HIS FORMER WIFE. THIS OCCASIONED HEROD TO GRIEVE OPENLY, AND MADE HIM ANGRY, WHILE THE KING DROPPED ONE WORD OR OTHER AGAINST PHERORAS PERPETUALLY; AND MANY MADE THE KING'S ANGER AN OPPORTUNITY FOR RAISING CALUMNIES AGAINST HIM. NOR HAD THE KING ANY LONGER A SINGLE QUIET DAY OR HOUR, BUT OCCASIONS OF ONE FRESH QUARREL OR ANOTHER AROSE AMONG HIS RELATIONS, AND THOSE THAT WERE DEAREST TO HIM; FOR SALOME WAS OF A HARSH TEMPER, AND ILL-NATURED TO MARIAMNE'S SONS; NOR WOULD SHE SUFFER HER OWN DAUGHTER, WHO WAS THE WIFE OF ARISTOBULUS, ONE OF THOSE YOUNG MEN, TO BEAR A GOOD-WILL TO HER HUSBAND, BUT PERSUADED HER TO TELL HER IF HE SAID ANY THING TO HER IN PRIVATE, AND WHEN ANY MISUNDERSTANDINGS HAPPENED, AS IS COMMON, SHE RAISED A GREAT MANY SUSPICIONS OUT OF IT; BY WHICH MEANS SHE LEARNED ALL THEIR CONCERNS, AND MADE THE DAMSEL ILL-NATURED TO THE YOUNG MAN. AND IN ORDER TO GRATIFY HER MOTHER, SHE OFTEN SAID THAT THE YOUNG MEN USED TO MENTION MARIAMNE WHEN THEY WERE BY THEMSELVES; AND THAT THEY HATED THEIR FATHER, AND WERE CONTINUALLY THREATENING, THAT IF THEY HAD ONCE GOT THE KINGDOM, THEY WOULD MAKE HEROD'S SONS BY HIS OTHER WIVES COUNTRY SCHOOLMASTERS, FOR THAT THE PRESENT EDUCATION WHICH WAS GIVEN THEM, AND THEIR DILIGENCE IN LEARNING, FITTED THEM FOR SUCH AN EMPLOYMENT. AND AS FOR THE WOMEN, WHENEVER THEY SAW THEM ADORNED WITH THEIR MOTHER'S CLOTHES, THEY THREATENED, THAT INSTEAD OF THEIR PRESENT GAUDY APPAREL, THEY SHOULD BE CLOTHED IN SACKCLOTH, AND CONFINED SO CLOSELY THAT THEY SHOULD NOT SEE THE LIGHT OF THE SUN. THESE STORIES WERE PRESENTLY CARRIED BY SALOME TO THE KING, WHO WAS TROUBLED TO HEAR THEM, AND ENDEAVORED TO MAKE UP MATTERS; BUT THESE SUSPICIONS AFFLICTED HIM, AND BECOMING MORE AND MORE UNEASY, HE BELIEVED EVERY BODY AGAINST EVERY BODY. HOWEVER, UPON HIS REBUKING HIS SONS, AND HEARING THE DEFENSE THEY MADE FOR THEMSELVES, HE WAS EASIER FOR A WHILE, THOUGH A LITTLE AFTERWARDS MUCH WORSE ACCIDENTS CAME UPON HIM. 
4. FOR PHERORAS CAME TO ALEXANDER, THE HUSBAND OF GLAPHYRA, WHO WAS THE DAUGHTER OF ARCHELAUS, AS WE HAVE ALREADY TOLD YOU, AND SAID THAT HE HAD HEARD FROM SALOME THAT HEROD HAS ENAMORED ON GLAPHYRA, AND THAT HIS PASSION FOR HER WAS INCURABLE. WHEN ALEXANDER HEARD THAT, HE WAS ALL ON FIRE, FROM HIS YOUTH AND JEALOUSY; AND HE INTERPRETED THE INSTANCES OF HEROD'S OBLIGING BEHAVIOR TO HER, WHICH WERE VERY FREQUENT, FOR THE WORSE, WHICH CAME FROM THOSE SUSPICIONS HE HAD ON ACCOUNT OF THAT WORD WHICH FELL FROM PHERORAS; NOR COULD HE CONCEAL HIS GRIEF AT THE THING, BUT INFORMED HIM WHAT WORD: PHERORAS HAD SAID. UPON WHICH HEROD WAS IN A GREATER DISORDER THAN EVER; AND NOT BEARING SUCH A FALSE CALUMNY, WHICH WAS TO HIS SHAME, WAS MUCH DISTURBED AT IT; AND OFTEN DID HE LAMENT THE WICKEDNESS OF HIS DOMESTICS, AND HOW GOOD HE HAD BEEN TO THEM, AND HOW ILL REQUITALS THEY HAD MADE HIM. SO, HE SENT FOR PHERORAS, AND REPROACHED HIM, AND SAID, "THOU VILEST OF ALL MEN! ART THOU COME TO THAT UNMEASURABLE AND EXTRAVAGANT DEGREE OF INGRATITUDE, AS NOT ONLY TO SUPPOSE SUCH THINGS OF ME, BUT TO SPEAK OF THEM? I NOW INDEED PERCEIVE WHAT THY INTENTIONS ARE. IT IS NOT THY ONLY AIM TO REPROACH ME, WHEN THOU USEST SUCH WORDS TO MY SON, BUT THEREBY TO PERSUADE HIM TO PLOT AGAINST ME, AND GET ME DESTROYED BY POISON. AND WHO IS THERE, IF HE HAD NOT A GOOD GENIUS AT HIS ELBOW, AS HATH MY SON, BUT WOULD NOT BEAR SUCH A SUSPICION OF HIS FATHER, BUT WOULD REVENGE HIMSELF UPON HIM? DOST, THOU SUPPOSE THAT THOU HAST ONLY DROPPED A WORD FOR HIM TO THINK OF, AND NOT RATHER HAST PUT A SWORD INTO HIS HAND TO SLAY HIS FATHER? AND WHAT DOST THOU MEAN, WHEN THOU REALLY HATEST BOTH HIM AND HIS BROTHER, TO PRETEND KINDNESS TO THEM, ONLY IN ORDER TO RAISE A REPROACH AGAINST ME, AND TALK OF SUCH THINGS AS NO ONE BUT SUCH AN IMPIOUS WRETCH AS THOU ART COULD EITHER DEVISE IN THEIR MIND, OR DECLARE IN THEIR WORDS? BEGONE, THOU ART SUCH A PLAGUE TO THY BENEFACTOR AND THY BROTHER, AND MAY THAT EVIL CONSCIENCE OF THINE GO ALONG WITH THEE; WHILE I STILL OVERCOME MY RELATIONS BY KINDNESS, AND AM SO FAR FROM AVENGING MYSELF OF THEM, AS THEY DESERVE, THAT I BESTOW GREATER BENEFITS UPON THEM THAN THEY ARE WORTHY OF." 
5. THUS DID THE KING SPEAK. WHEREUPON PHERORAS, WHO WAS CAUGHT IN THE VERY ACT OF HIS VILLAINY, SAID THAT "IT WAS SALOME WHO WAS THE FRAMER OF THIS PLOT, AND THAT THE WORDS CAME FROM HER." BUT AS SOON AS SHE HEARD THAT, FOR SHE WAS AT HAND, SHE CRIED OUT, LIKE ONE THAT WOULD BE BELIEVED, THAT NO SUCH THING EVER CAME OUT OF HER MOUTH; THAT THEY ALL EARNESTLY ENDEAVORED TO MAKE THE KING HATE HER, AND TO MAKE HER AWAY, BECAUSE OF THE GOOD-WILL SHE BORE TO HEROD, AND BECAUSE SHE WAS ALWAYS FORESEEING THE DANGERS THAT WERE COMING UPON HIM, AND THAT AT PRESENT THERE WERE MORE PLOTS AGAINST HIM THAN USUAL; FOR WHILE SHE WAS THE ONLY PERSON WHO PERSUADED HER BROTHER TO PUT AWAY THE WIFE HE NOW HAD, AND TO TAKE THE KING'S DAUGHTER, IT WAS NO WONDER IF SHE WERE HATED BY HIM. AS SHE SAID THIS, AND OFTEN TORE HER HAIR, AND OFTEN BEAT HER BREAST, HER COUNTENANCE MADE HER DENIAL TO BE BELIEVED; BUT THE PEVERSENESS OF HER MANNERS DECLARED AT THE SAME TIME HER DISSIMULATION IN THESE PROCEEDINGS; BUT PHERORAS WAS CAUGHT BETWEEN THEM, AND HAD NOTHING PLAUSIBLE TO OFFER IN HIS OWN DEFENSE, WHILE HE CONFESSED THAT HE HAD SAID WHAT WAS CHARGED UPON HIM, BUT WAS NOT BELIEVED WHEN HE SAID HE HAD HEARD IT FROM SALOME; SO THE CONFUSION AMONG THEM WAS INCREASED, AND THEIR QUARRELSOME WORDS ONE TO ANOTHER. AT LAST THE KING, OUT OF HIS HATRED TO HIS BROTHER AND SISTER, SENT THEM BOTH AWAY; AND WHEN HE HAD COMMENDED THE MODERATION OF HIS SON, AND THAT HE HAD HIMSELF TOLD HIM OF THE REPORT, HE WENT IN THE EVENING TO REFRESH HIMSELF. AFTER SUCH A CONTEST AS THIS HAD FALLEN OUT AMONG THEM, SALOME'S REPUTATION SUFFERED GREATLY, SINCE SHE WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE FIRST RAISED THE CALUMNY; AND THE KING'S WIVES WERE GRIEVED AT HER, AS KNOWING SHE WAS A VERY ILL-NATURED WOMAN, AND WOULD SOMETIMES BE A FRIEND, AND SOMETIMES AN ENEMY, AT DIFFERENT SEASONS: SO THEY PERPETUALLY SAID ONE THING OR ANOTHER AGAINST HER; AND SOMEWHAT THAT NOW FELL OUT MADE THEM THE BOLDER IN SPEAKING AGAINST HER. 
6. THERE WAS ONE OBODAS, KING OF ARABIA, AN INACTIVE AND SLOTHFUL MAN IN HIS NATURE; BUT SYLLEUS MANAGED MOST OF HIS AFFAIRS FOR HIM. HE WAS A SHREWD MAN, ALTHOUGH HE WAS BUT YOUNG, AND WAS HANDSOME WITHAL. THIS SYLLEUS, UPON SOME OCCASION COINING TO HEROD, AND SUPPING WITH HIM, SAW SALOME, AND SET HIS HEART UPON HER; AND UNDERSTANDING THAT SHE WAS A WIDOW, HE DISCOURSED WITH HER. NOW BECAUSE SALOME WAS AT THIS TIME LESS IN FAVOR WITH HER BROTHER, SHE LOOKED UPON SYLLEUS WITH SOME PASSION, AND WAS VERY EARNEST TO BE MARRIED TO HIM; AND ON THE DAYS FOLLOWING THERE APPEARED MANY, AND THOSE VERY GREAT, INDICATIONS OF THEIR AGREEMENT TOGETHER. NOW THE WOMEN CARRIED THIS NEWS TO THE KING, AND LAUGHED AT THE INDECENCY OF IT; WHEREUPON HEROD INQUIRED ABOUT IT FURTHER OF PHERORAS, AND DESIRED HIM TO OBSERVE THEM AT SUPPER, HOW THEIR BEHAVIOR WAS ONE TOWARD ANOTHER; WHO TOLD HIM, THAT BY THE SIGNALS WHICH CAME FROM THEIR HEADS AND THEIR EYES, THEY BOTH WERE EVIDENTLY IN LOVE. AFTER THIS, SYLLEUS THE ARABIAN BEING SUSPECTED, WENT AWAY, BUT CAME AGAIN IN TWO OR THREE MONTHS AFTERWARDS, AS IT WERE ON THAT VERY DESIGN, AND SPAKE TO HEROD ABOUT IT, AND DESIRED THAT SALOME MIGHT BE GIVEN HIM TO WIFE; FOR THAT HIS AFFINITY MIGHT NOT BE DISADVANTAGEOUS TO HIS AFFAIRS, BY A UNION WITH ARABIA, THE GOVERNMENT OF WHICH COUNTRY WAS ALREADY IN EFFECT UNDER HIS POWER, AND MORE EVIDENTLY WOULD BE HIS HEREAFTER. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN HEROD DISCOURSED WITH HIS SISTER ABOUT IT, AND ASKED HER WHETHER SHE, WERE DISPOSED TO THIS MATCH, SHE IMMEDIATELY AGREED TO IT. BUT WHEN SYLLEUS WAS DESIRED TO COME OVER TO THE JEWISH RELIGION, AND THEN HE SHOULD MARRY HER, AND THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO DO IT ON ANY OTHER TERMS, HE COULD NOT BEAR THAT PROPOSAL, AND WENT HIS WAY; FOR HE SAID, THAT IF HE SHOULD DO SO, HE SHOULD BE STONED BY THE ARABS. THEN DID PHERORAS REPROACH SALOME FOR HER INCONTINENCY, AS DID THE WOMEN MUCH MORE; AND SAID THAT SYLLEUS HAD DEBAUCHED HER. AS FOR THAT DAMSEL WHICH THE KING HAD BETROTHED TO HIS BROTHER PHERORAS, BUT HE HAD NOT TAKEN HER, AS I HAVE BEFORE RELATED, BECAUSE HE WAS ENAMORED ON HIS FORMER WIFE, SALOME DESIRED OF HEROD SHE MIGHT BE GIVEN TO HER SON BY COSTOBARUS; WHICH MATCH HE WAS VERY WILLING TO, BUT WAS DISSUADED FROM IT BY PHERORAS, WHO PLEADED THAT THIS YOUNG MAN WOULD NOT BE KIND TO HER, SINCE HIS FATHER HAD BEEN SLAIN BY HIM, AND THAT IT WAS MORE JUST THAT HIS SON, WHO WAS TO BE HIS SUCCESSOR IN THE TETRARCHY, SHOULD HAVE HER. SO, HE BEGGED HIS PARDON, AND PERSUADED HIM TO DO SO. ACCORDINGLY, THE DAMSEL, UPON THIS CHANGE OF HER ESPOUSALS, WAS DISPOSAL OF TO THIS YOUNG MAN, THE SON OF PHERORAS, THE KING GIVING FOR HER PORTION A HUNDRED TALENTS.
CHAPTER 8. HOW HEROD TOOK UP ALEXANDER AND BOUND HIM; WHOM YET ARCHELAUS KING OF CAPPADOCIA RECONCILED TO HIS FATHER HEROD AGAIN. 
1. BUT STILL THE AFFAIRS OF HEROD'S FAMILY WERE NO BETTER, BUT PERPETUALLY MORE TROUBLESOME. NOW THIS ACCIDENT HAPPENED, WHICH AROSE FROM NO DECENT OCCASION, BUT PROCEEDED SO FAR AS TO BRING GREAT DIFFICULTIES UPON HIM. THERE WERE CERTAIN EUNUCHS WHICH THE KING HAD, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR BEAUTY WAS VERY FOND OF THEM; AND THE CARE OF BRINGING HIM DRINK WAS INTRUSTED TO ONE OF THEM; OF BRINGING HIM HIS SUPPER, TO ANOTHER; AND OF PUTTING HIM TO BED, TO THE THIRD, WHO ALSO MANAGED THE PRINCIPAL AFFAIRS OF THE GOVERNMENT; AND THERE WAS ONE TOLD THE KING THAT THESE EUNUCHS WERE CORRUPTED BY ALEXANDER THE KING'S SON WITH GREAT SUMS OF MONEY. AND WHEN THEY WERE ASKED WHETHER ALEXANDER HAD HAD CRIMINAL CONVERSATION WITH THEM, THEY CONFESSED IT, BUT SAID THEY KNEW OF NO FURTHER MISCHIEF OF HIS AGAINST HIS FATHER; BUT WHEN THEY WERE MORE SEVERELY TORTURED, AND WERE IN THE UTMOST EXTREMITY, AND THE TORMENTORS, OUT OF COMPLIANCE WITH ANTIPATER, STRETCHED THE RACK TO THE VERY UTMOST, THEY SAID THAT ALEXANDER BARE GREAT ILL-WILL AND INNATE HATRED TO HIS FATHER; AND THAT HE TOLD THEM THAT HEROD DESPAIRED TO LIVE MUCH LONGER; AND THAT, IN ORDER TO COVER HIS GREAT AGE, HE COLORED HIS HAIR BLACK, AND ENDEAVORED TO CONCEAL WHAT WOULD DISCOVER HOW OLD HE WAS; BUT THAT IF HE WOULD APPLY HIMSELF TO HIM, WHEN HE SHOULD ATTAIN THE KINGDOM, WHICH, IN SPITE OF HIS FATHER, COULD COME TO NO ONE ELSE, HE SHOULD QUICKLY HAVE THE FIRST PLACE IN THAT KINGDOM UNDER HIM, FOR THAT HE WAS NOW READY TO TAKE THE KINGDOM, NOT ONLY AS HIS BIRTHRIGHT, BUT BY THE PREPARATIONS HE HAD MADE FOR OBTAINING IT, BECAUSE A GREAT MANY OF THE RULERS, AND A GREAT MANY OF HIS FRIENDS, WERE OF HIS SIDE, AND THOSE NO ILL MEN NEITHER, READY BOTH TO DO AND TO SUFFER WHATSOEVER SHOULD COME ON THAT ACCOUNT. 
2. WHEN HEROD HEARD THIS CONFESSION, HE WAS ALL OVER ANGER AND FEAR, SOME PARTS SEEMING TO HIM REPROACHFUL, AND SOME MADE HIM SUSPICIOUS OF DANGERS THAT ATTENDED HIM, INSOMUCH THAT ON BOTH ACCOUNTS HE WAS PROVOKED, AND BITTERLY AFRAID LEST SOME MORE HEAVY PLOT WAS LAID AGAINST HIM THAN HE SHOULD BE THEN ABLE TO ESCAPE FROM; WHEREUPON HE DID NOT NOW MAKE AN OPEN SEARCH, BUT SENT ABOUT SPIES TO WATCH SUCH AS HE SUSPECTED, FOR HE WAS NOW OVERRUN WITH SUSPICION AND HATRED AGAINST ALL ABOUT HIM; AND INDULGING ABUNDANCE OF THOSE SUSPICIONS, IN ORDER TO HIS PRESERVATION, HE CONTINUED TO SUSPECT THOSE THAT WERE GUILTLESS; NOR DID HE SET ANY BOUNDS TO HIMSELF, BUT SUPPOSING THAT THOSE WHO STAID WITH HIM HAD THE MOST POWER TO HURT HIM, THEY WERE TO HIM VERY FRIGHTFUL; AND FOR THOSE THAT DID NOT USE TO COME TO HIM, IT SEEMED ENOUGH TO NAME THEM [TO MAKE THEM SUSPECTED], AND HE THOUGHT HIMSELF SAFER WHEN THEY WERE DESTROYED. AND AT LAST HIS DOMESTICS WERE COME TO THAT PASS, THAT BEING NO WAY SECURE OF ESCAPING THEMSELVES, THEY FELL TO ACCUSING ONE ANOTHER, AND IMAGINING THAT HE WHO FIRST ACCUSED ANOTHER WAS MOST LIKELY TO SAVE HIMSELF; YET WHEN ANY HAD OVERTHROWN OTHERS, THEY WERE HATED; AND THEY WERE THOUGHT TO SUFFER JUSTLY WHO UNJUSTLY ACCUSED OTHERS, AND THEY ONLY THEREBY PREVENTED THEIR OWN ACCUSATION; NAY, THEY NOW EXECUTED THEIR OWN PRIVATE ENMITIES BY THIS MEANS, AND WHEN THEY WERE CAUGHT, THEY WERE PUNISHED IN THE SAME WAY. THUS THESE MEN CONTRIVED TO MAKE USE OF THIS OPPORTUNITY AS AN INSTRUMENT AND A SNARE AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES; YET WHEN THEY TRIED IT, WERE THEMSELVES CAUGHT ALSO IN THE SAME SNARE WHICH THEY LAID FOR OTHERS: AND THE KING SOON REPENTED OF WHAT HE HAD DONE, BECAUSE HE HAD NO CLEAR EVIDENCE OF THE GUILT OF THOSE WHOM HE HAD SLAIN; AND YET WHAT WAS STILL MORE SEVERE IN HIM, HE DID NOT MAKE USE OF HIS REPENTANCE, IN ORDER TO LEAVE OFF DOING THE LIKE AGAIN, BUT IN ORDER TO INFLICT THE SAME PUNISHMENT UPON THEIR ACCUSERS. 
3. AND IN THIS STATE OF DISORDER WERE THE AFFAIRS OF THE PALACE; AND HE HAD ALREADY TOLD MANY OF HIS FRIENDS DIRECTLY THAT THEY OUGHT NOT TO APPEAR BEFORE HIM, HER COME INTO THE PALACE; AND THE REASON OF THIS INJUNCTION WAS, THAT [WHEN THEY WERE THERE], HE HAD LESS FREEDOM OF ACTING, OR A GREATER RESTRAINT ON HIMSELF ON THEIR ACCOUNT; FOR AT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT HE EXPELLED ANDROMACHUS AND GAMELLUS, MEN WHO HAD OF OLD BEEN HIS FRIENDS, AND BEEN VERY USEFUL TO HIM IN THE AFFAIRS OF HIS KINGDOM, AND BEEN OF ADVANTAGE TO HIS FAMILY, BY THEIR EMBASSAGES AND COUNSELS; AND HAD BEEN TUTORS TO HIS SONS, AND HAD IN A MANNER THE FIRST DEGREE OF FREEDOM WITH HIM. HE EXPELLED ANDROMACHUS, BECAUSE HIS SON DEMETRIUS WAS A COMPANION TO ALEXANDER; AND GAMELLUS, BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT HE WISHED HIM WELL, WHICH AROSE FROM HIS HAVING BEEN WITH HIM IN HIS YOUTH, WHEN HE WAS AT SCHOOL, AND ABSENT AT ROME. THESE HE EXPELLED OUT OF HIS PALACE, AND WAS WILLING ENOUGH TO HAVE DONE WORSE BY THEM; BUT THAT HE MIGHT NOT SEEM TO TAKE SUCH LIBERTY AGAINST MEN OF SO GREAT REPUTATION, HE CONTENTED HIMSELF WITH DEPRIVING THEM OF THEIR DIGNITY, AND OF THEIR POWER TO HINDER HIS WICKED PROCEEDINGS. 
4. NOW IT WAS ANTIPATER WHO WAS THE CAUSE OF ALL THIS; WHO WHEN HE KNEW WHAT A MAD AND LICENTIOUS WAY OF ACTING HIS FATHER WAS IN, AND HAD BEEN A GREAT WHILE ONE OF HIS COUNSELORS, HE HURRIED HIM ON, AND THEN THOUGHT HE SHOULD BRING HIM TO DO SOMEWHAT TO PURPOSE, WHEN EVERY ONE THAT COULD OPPOSE HIM WAS TAKEN AWAY. WHEN THEREFORE ANDROMACHUS AND HIS FRIENDS WERE DRIVEN AWAY, AND HAD NO DISCOURSE NOR FREEDOM WITH THE KING ANY LONGER, THE KING, IN THE FIRST PLACE, EXAMINED BY TORTURE ALL WHOM HE THOUGHT TO BE FAITHFUL TO ALEXANDER, WHETHER THEY KNEW OF ANY OF HIS ATTEMPTS AGAINST HIM; BUT THESE DIED WITHOUT HAVING ANY THING TO SAY TO THAT MATTER, WHICH MADE THE KING MORE ZEALOUS [AFTER DISCOVERIES], WHEN HE COULD NOT FIND OUT WHAT EVIL PROCEEDINGS HE SUSPECTED THEM OF. AS FOR ANTIPATER, HE WAS VERY SAGACIOUS TO RAISE A CALUMNY AGAINST THOSE THAT WERE REALLY INNOCENT, AS IF THEIR DENIAL WAS ONLY THEIR CONSTANCY AND FIDELITY [TO ALEXANDER], AND THEREUPON PROVOKED HEROD TO DISCOVER BY THE TORTURE OF GREAT NUMBERS WHAT ATTEMPTS WERE STILL CONCEALED. NOW THERE WAS A CERTAIN PERSON AMONG THE MANY THAT WERE TORTURED, WHO SAID THAT HE KNEW THAT THE YOUNG MAN HAD OFTEN SAID, THAT WHEN HE WAS COMMENDED AS A TALL MAN IN HIS BODY, AND A SKILLFUL MARKSMAN, AND THAT IN HIS OTHER COMMENDABLE EXERCISES HE EXCEEDED ALL MEN, THESE QUALIFICATIONS GIVEN HIM BY NATURE, THOUGH GOOD IN THEMSELVES, WERE NOT ADVANTAGEOUS TO HIM, BECAUSE HIS FATHER WAS GRIEVED AT THEM, AND ENVIED HIM FOR THEM; AND THAT WHEN HE WALKED ALONG WITH HIS FATHER, HE ENDEAVORED TO DEPRESS AND SHORTEN HIMSELF, THAT HE MIGHT NOT APPEAR TOO TALL; AND THAT WHEN HE SHOT AT ANY THING AS HE WAS HUNTING, WHEN HIS FATHER WAS BY, HE MISSED HIS MARK ON PURPOSE, FOR HE KNEW HOW AMBITIOUS HIS FATHER WAS OF BEING SUPERIOR IN SUCH EXERCISES. SO, WHEN THE MAN WAS TORMENTED ABOUT THIS SAYING, AND HAD EASE GIVEN HIS BODY AFTER IT, HE ADDED, THAT HE HAD HIS BROTHER ARISTOBULUS FOR HIS ASSISTANCE, AND CONTRIVED TO LIE IN WAIT FOR THEIR FATHER, AS THEY WERE HUNTING, AND KILL HIM; AND WHEN THEY HAD DONE SO TO FLY TO ROME, AND DESIRE TO HAVE THE KINGDOM GIVEN THEM. THERE WERE ALSO LETTERS OF THE YOUNG MAN FOUND, WRITTEN TO HIS BROTHER, WHEREIN HE COMPLAINED THAT HIS FATHER DID NOT ACT JUSTLY IN GIVING ANTIPATER A COUNTRY, WHOSE [YEARLY] REVENUES AMOUNTED TO TWO HUNDRED TALENTS. UPON THESE CONFESSIONS HEROD PRESENTLY THOUGHT HE HAD SOMEWHAT TO DEPEND ON, IN HIS OWN OPINION, AS TO HIS SUSPICION ABOUT HIS SONS; SO HE TOOK UP ALEXANDER AND BOUND HIM: YET DID HE STILL CONTINUE TO BE UNEASY, AND WAS NOT QUITE SATISFIED OF THE TRUTH OF WHAT HE HAD HEARD; AND WHEN HE CAME TO RECOLLECT HIMSELF, HE FOUND THAT THEY HAD ONLY MADE JUVENILE COMPLAINTS AND CONTENTIONS, AND THAT IT WAS AN INCREDIBLE THING, THAT WHEN HIS SON SHOULD HAVE SLAIN HIM, HE SHOULD OPENLY GO TO ROME [TO BEG THE KINGDOM]; SO HE WAS DESIROUS TO HAVE SOME SURER MARK OF HIS SON'S WICKEDNESS, AND WAS VERY SOLICITOUS ABOUT IT, THAT HE MIGHT NOT APPEAR TO HAVE CONDEMNED HIM TO BE PUT IN PRISON TOO RASHLY; SO, HE TORTURED THE PRINCIPAL OF ALEXANDER'S FRIENDS, AND PUT NOT A FEW OF THEM TO DEATH, WITHOUT GETTING ANY OF THE THINGS OUT OF THEM WHICH HE SUSPECTED. AND WHILE HEROD WAS VERY BUSY ABOUT THIS MATTER, AND THE PALACE WAS FULL OF TERROR AND TROUBLE, ONE OF THE YOUNGER SORT, WHEN HE WAS IN THE UTMOST AGONY, CONFESSED THAT ALEXANDER HAD SENT TO HIS FRIENDS AT ROME, AND DESIRED THAT HE MIGHT BE QUICKLY INVITED THITHER BY CAESAR, AND THAT HE COULD DISCOVER A PLOT AGAINST HIM; THAT MITHRIDATES, THE KING OF PARTHIA, WAS JOINED IN FRIENDSHIP WITH HIS FATHER AGAINST THE ROMANS, AND THAT HE HAD A POISONOUS POTION READY PREPARED AT ASKELORI. 
5. TO THESE ACCUSATIONS HEROD GAVE CREDIT, AND ENJOYED HEREBY, IN HIS MISERABLE CASE, SOME SORT OF CONSOLATION, IN EXCUSE OF HIS RASHNESS, AS FLATTERING HIMSELF WITH FINDING THINGS IN SO BAD A CONDITION; BUT AS FOR THE POISONOUS POTION, WHICH HE LABORED TO FIND, HE COULD FIND NONE. AS FOR ALEXANDER, HE WAS VERY DESIROUS TO AGGRAVATE THE VAST MISFORTUNES HE WAS UNDER, SO HE PRETENDED NOT TO DENY THE ACCUSATIONS, BUT PUNISHED THE RASHNESS OF HIS FATHER WITH A GREATER CRIME OF HIS OWN; AND PERHAPS HE WAS WILLING TO MAKE HIS FATHER ASHAMED OF HIS EASY BELIEF OF SUCH CALUMNIES: HE AIMED ESPECIALLY, IF HE COULD GAIN BELIEF TO HIS STORY, TO PLAGUE HIM AND HIS WHOLE KINGDOM; FOR HE WROTE FOUR LETTERS, AND SENT THEM TO HIM, THAT HE DID NOT NEED TO TORTURE ANY MORE PERSONS, FOR HE HAD PLOTTED AGAINST HIM; AND THAT HE HAD FOR HIS PARTNERS PHERORAS AND THE MOST FAITHFUL OF HIS FRIENDS; AND THAT SALOME CAME IN TO HIM BY NIGHT, AND THAT SHE LAY WITH HIM WHETHER HE WOULD OR NOT; AND THAT ALL MEN WERE COME TO BE OF ONE MIND, TO MAKE AWAY WITH HIM AS SOON AS THEY COULD, AND SO GET CLEAR OF THE CONTINUAL FEAR THEY WERE IN FROM HIM. AMONG THESE WERE ACCUSED PTOLEMY AND SAPINNIUS, WHO WERE THE MOST FAITHFUL FRIENDS TO THE KING. AND WHAT MORE CAN BE SAID, BUT THAT THOSE WHO BEFORE WERE THE MOST INTIMATE FRIENDS, WERE BECOME WILD BEASTS TO ONE ANOTHER, AS IF A CERTAIN MADNESS HAD FALLEN UPON THEM, WHILE THERE WAS NO ROOM FOR DEFENSE OR REFUTATION, IN ORDER TO THE DISCOVERY OF THE TRUTH, BUT ALL WERE AT RANDOM DOOMED TO DESTRUCTION; SO THAT SOME LAMENTED THOSE THAT WERE IN PRISON, SOME THOSE THAT WERE PUT TO DEATH, AND OTHERS LAMENTED THAT THEY WERE IN EXPECTATION OF THE SAME MISERIES; AND A MELANCHOLY SOLITUDE RENDERED THE KINGDOM DEFORMED, AND QUITE THE REVERSE TO THAT HAPPY STATE IT WAS FORMERLY IN. HEROD'S OWN LIFE ALSO WAS ENTIRELY DISTURBED; AND BECAUSE HE COULD TRUST NOBODY, HE WAS SORELY PUNISHED BY THE EXPECTATION OF FURTHER MISERY; FOR HE OFTEN FANCIED IN HIS IMAGINATION THAT HIS SON HAD FALLEN UPON HIM, OR STOOD BY HIM WITH A SWORD IN HIS HAND; AND THUS, WAS HIS MIND NIGHT AND DAY INTENT UPON THIS THING, AND REVOLVED IT OVER AND OVER, NO OTHERWISE THAN IF HE WERE UNDER A DISTRACTION. AND THIS WAS THE SAD CONDITION HEROD WAS NOW IN. 
6. BUT WHEN ARCHELAUS, KING OF CAPPADOCIA, HEARD OF THE STATE THAT HEROD WAS IN, AND BEING IN GREAT DISTRESS ABOUT HIS DAUGHTER, AND THE YOUNG MAN [HER HUSBAND], AND GRIEVING WITH HEROD, AS WITH A MAN THAT WAS HIS FRIEND, ON ACCOUNT OF SO GREAT A DISTURBANCE AS HE WAS UNDER, HE CAME [TO JERUSALEM] ON PURPOSE TO COMPOSE THEIR DIFFERENCES; AND WHEN HE FOUND HEROD IN SUCH A TEMPER, HE THOUGHT IT WHOLLY UNSEASONABLE TO REPROVE HIM, OR TO PRETEND THAT HE HAD DONE ANY THING RASHLY, FOR THAT HE SHOULD THEREBY NATURALLY BRING HIM TO DISPUTE THE POINT WITH HIM, AND BY STILL MORE AND MORE APOLOGIZING FOR HIMSELF TO BE THE MORE IRRITATED: HE WENT, THEREFORE, ANOTHER WAY TO WORK, IN ORDER TO CORRECT THE FORMER MISFORTUNES, AND APPEARED ANGRY AT THE YOUNG MAN, AND SAID THAT HEROD HAD BEEN SO VERY MILD A MAN, THAT HE HAD NOT ACTED A RASH PART AT ALL. HE ALSO SAID HE WOULD DISSOLVE HIS DAUGHTER'S MARRIAGE WITH ALEXANDER, NOR COULD IN JUSTICE SPARE HIS OWN DAUGHTER, IF SHE WERE CONSCIOUS OF ANY THING, AND DID NOT INFORM HEROD OF IT. WHEN ARCHELAUS APPEARED TO BE OF THIS TEMPER, AND OTHERWISE THAN HEROD EXPECTED OR IMAGINED, AND, FOR THE MAIN, TOOK HEROD'S PART, AND WAS ANGRY ON HIS ACCOUNT, THE KING ABATED OF HIS HARSHNESS, AND TOOK OCCASION FROM HIS APPEARING TO HAVE ACTED JUSTLY HITHERTO, TO COME BY DEGREES TO PUT ON THE AFFECTION OF A FATHER, AND WAS ON BOTH SIDES TO BE PITIED; FOR WHEN SOME PERSONS REFUTED THE CALUMNIES THAT WERE LAID ON THE YOUNG MAN, HE WAS THROWN INTO A PASSION; BUT WHEN ARCHCLAUS JOINED IN THE ACCUSATION, HE WAS DISSOLVED INTO TEARS AND SORROW AFTER AN AFFECTIONATE MANNER. ACCORDINGLY, HE DESIRED THAT HE WOULD NOT DISSOLVE HIS SON'S MARRIAGE, AND BECAME NOT SO ANGRY AS BEFORE FOR HIS OFFENSES. SO, WHEN ARCHCLAUS HAD BROUGHT HIM TO A MORE MODERATE TEMPER, HE TRANSFERRED THE CALUMNIES UPON HIS FRIENDS; AND SAID IT MUST BE OWING TO THEM THAT SO YOUNG A MAN, AND ONE UNACQUAINTED WITH MALICE, WAS CORRUPTED; AND HE SUPPOSED THAT THERE WAS MORE REASON TO SUSPECT THE BROTHER THAN THE SOFT. UPON WHICH HEROD WAS VERY MUCH DISPLEASED AT PHERORAS, WHO INDEED NOW HAD NO ONE THAT COULD MAKE A RECONCILIATION BETWEEN HIM AND HIS BROTHER. SO, WHEN HE SAW THAT ARCHCLAUS HAD THE GREATEST POWER WITH HEROD, HE BETOOK HIMSELF TO HIM IN THE HABIT OF A MOURNER, AND LIKE ONE THAT HAD ALL THE SIGNS UPON HIM OF AN UNDONE MAN. UPON THIS ARCHCLAUS DID NOT OVERLOOK THE INTERCESSION HE MADE TO HIM, NOR YET DID HE UNDERTAKE TO CHANGE THE KING'S DISPOSITION TOWARDS HIM IMMEDIATELY; AND HE SAID THAT IT WAS BETTER FOR HIM TO COME HIMSELF TO THE KING, AND CONFESS HIMSELF THE OCCASION OF ALL; THAT THIS WOULD MAKE THE KING'S ANGER NOT TO BE EXTRAVAGANT TOWARDS HIM, AND THAT THEN HE WOULD BE PRESENT TO ASSIST HIM. WHEN HE HAD PERSUADED HIM TO THIS, HE GAINED HIS POINT WITH BOTH OF THEM; AND THE CALUMNIES RAISED AGAINST THE YOUNG MAN WERE, BEYOND ALL EXPECTATION, WIPED OFF. AND ARCHCLAUS, AS SOON AS HE HAD MADE THE RECONCILIATION, WENT THEN AWAY TO CAPPADOCIA, HAVING PROVED AT THIS JUNCTURE OF TIME THE MOST ACCEPTABLE PERSON TO HEROD IN THE WORLD; ON WHICH ACCOUNT HE GAVE HIM THE RICHEST PRESENTS, AS TOKENS OF HIS RESPECTS TO HIM; AND BEING ON OTHER OCCASIONS MAGNANIMOUS, HE ESTEEMED HIM ONE OF HIS DEAREST FRIENDS. HE ALSO MADE AN AGREEMENT WITH HIM THAT HE WOULD GO TO ROME, BECAUSE HE HAD WRITTEN TO CAESAR ABOUT THESE AFFAIRS; SO, THEY WENT TOGETHER AS FAR AS ANTIOCH, AND THERE HEROD MADE A RECONCILIATION BETWEEN ARCHCLAUS AND TITUS, THE PRESIDENT OF SYRIA, WHO HAD BEEN GREATLY AT VARIANCE, AND SO RETURNED BACK TO JUDEA.
CHAPTER 11. CONCERNING THE REVOLT OF THE TRACHONITES; HOW SYLLEUS ACCUSED HEROD BEFORE CAESAR; AND HOW HEROD, WHEN CAESAR WAS ANGRY AT HIM, RESOLVED TO SEND NICOLAUS TO ROME. 
1. WHEN HEROD HAD BEEN AT ROME, AND WAS COME BACK AGAIN, A WAR AROSE BETWEEN HIM AND THE ARABIANS, ON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING: THE INHABITANTS OF TRACHONITIS, AFTER CAESAR HAD TAKEN THE COUNTRY AWAY FROM ZENODORUS, AND ADDED IT TO HEROD, HAD NOT NOW POWER TO ROB, BUT WERE FORCED TO PLOUGH THE LAND, AND TO LIVE QUIETLY, WHICH WAS A THING THEY DID NOT LIKE; AND WHEN THEY DID TAKE THAT PAINS, THE GROUND DID NOT PRODUCE MUCH FRUIT FOR THEM. HOWEVER, AT THE FIRST THE KING WOULD NOT PERMIT THEM TO ROB, AND SO THEY ABSTAINED FROM THAT UNJUST WAY OF LIVING UPON THEIR NEIGHBORS, WHICH PROCURED HEROD A GREAT REPUTATION FOR HIS CARE. BUT WHEN HE WAS SAILING TO ROME, IT WAS AT THAT TIME WHEN HE WENT TO ACCUSE HIS SON ALEXANDER, AND TO COMMIT ANTIPATER TO CAESAR'S PROTECTION, THE TRACHONITES SPREAD A REPORT AS IF HE WERE DEAD, AND REVOLTED FROM HIS DOMINION, AND BETOOK THEMSELVES AGAIN TO THEIR ACCUSTOMED WAY OF ROBBING THEIR NEIGHBORS; AT WHICH TIME THE KING'S COMMANDERS SUBDUED THEM DURING HIS ABSENCE; BUT ABOUT FORTY OF THE PRINCIPAL ROBBERS, BEING TERRIFIED BY THOSE THAT HAD BEEN TAKEN, LEFT THE COUNTRY, AND RETIRED INTO ARABIA, SYLLEUS ENTERTAINING THEM, AFTER HE HAD MISSED OF MARRYING SALOME, AND GAVE THEM A PLACE OF STRENGTH, IN WHICH THEY DWELT. SO, THEY OVERRAN NOT ONLY JUDEA, BUT ALL CELESYRIA ALSO, AND CARRIED OFF THE PREY, WHILE SYLLEUS AFFORDED THEM PLACES OF PROTECTION AND QUIETNESS DURING THEIR WICKED PRACTICES. BUT WHEN HEROD CAME BACK FROM ROME, HE PERCEIVED THAT HIS DOMINIONS HAD GREATLY SUFFERED BY THEM; AND SINCE HE COULD NOT REACH THE ROBBERS THEMSELVES, BECAUSE OF THE SECURE RETREAT THEY HAD IN THAT COUNTRY, AND WHICH THE ARABIAN GOVERNMENT AFFORDED THEM, AND YET BEING VERY UNEASY AT THE INJURIES THEY HAD DONE HIM, HE WENT ALL OVER TRACHONITIS, AND SLEW THEIR RELATIONS; WHEREUPON THESE ROBBERS WERE MORE ANGRY THAN BEFORE, IT BEING A LAW AMONG THEM TO BE AVENGED ON THE MURDERERS OF THEIR RELATIONS BY ALL POSSIBLE MEANS; SO THEY CONTINUED TO TEAR AND REND EVERY THING UNDER HEROD'S DOMINION WITH IMPUNITY. THEN DID HE DISCOURSE ABOUT THESE ROBBERIES TO SATURNINUS AND VOLUMNIUS, AND REQUIRED THAT THEY SHOULD BE PUNISHED; UPON WHICH OCCASION THEY STILL THE MORE CONFIRMED THEMSELVES IN THEIR ROBBERIES, AND BECAME MORE NUMEROUS, AND MADE VERY GREAT DISTURBANCES, LAYING WASTE THE COUNTRIES AND VILLAGES THAT BELONGED TO HEROD'S KINGDOM, AND KILLING THOSE MEN WHOM THEY CAUGHT, TILL THESE UNJUST PROCEEDINGS CAME TO BE LIKE A REAL WAR, FOR THE ROBBERS WERE NOW BECOME ABOUT A THOUSAND; - AT WHICH HEROD WAS SORE DISPLEASED, AND REQUIRED THE ROBBERS, AS WELL AS THE MONEY WHICH HE HAD LENT OBODAS, BY SYLLEUS, WHICH WAS SIXTY TALENTS, AND SINCE THE TIME OF PAYMENT WAS NOW PAST, HE DESIRED TO HAVE IT PAID HIM; BUT SYLLEUS, WHO HAD LAID OBODAS ASIDE, AND MANAGED ALL BY HIMSELF, DENIED THAT THE ROBBERS WERE IN ARABIA, AND PUT OFF THE PAYMENT OF THE MONEY; ABOUT WHICH THERE WAS A HEARING BEFORE SATURNINUS AND VOLUMNIUS, WHO WERE THEN THE PRESIDENTS OF SYRIA. AT LAST HE, BY THEIR MEANS, AGREED, THAT WITHIN THIRTY DAYS' TIME HEROD SHOULD BE PAID HIS MONEY, AND THAT EACH OF THEM SHOULD DELIVER UP THE OTHER'S SUBJECTS RECIPROCALLY. NOW, AS TO HEROD, THERE WAS NOT ONE OF THE OTHER'S SUBJECTS FOUND IN HIS KINGDOM, EITHER AS DOING ANY INJUSTICE, OR ON ANY OTHER ACCOUNT, BUT IT WAS PROVED THAT THE ARABIANS HAD THE ROBBERS AMONGST THEM. 
2. WHEN THIS DAY APPOINTED FOR PAYMENT OF THE MONEY WAS PAST, WITHOUT SYLLEUS'S PERFORMING ANY PART OF HIS AGREEMENT, AND HE WAS GONE TO ROME, HEROD DEMANDED THE PAYMENT OF THE MONEY, AND THAT THE ROBBERS THAT WERE IN ARABIA SHOULD BE DELIVERED UP; AND, BY THE PERMISSION OF SATURNINUS AND VOLUMNIUS, EXECUTED THE JUDGMENT HIMSELF UPON THOSE THAT WERE REFRACTORY. HE TOOK AN ARMY THAT HE HAD, AND LET IT INTO ARABIA, AND IN THREE DAYS' TIME MARCHED SEVEN MANSIONS; AND WHEN HE CAME TO THE GARRISON WHEREIN THE ROBBERS WERE, HE MADE AN ASSAULT UPON THEM, AND TOOK THEM ALL, AND DEMOLISHED THE PLACE, WHICH WAS CALLED RAEPTA, BUT DID NO HARM TO ANY OTHERS. BUT AS THE ARABIANS CAME TO THEIR ASSISTANCE, UNDER NACEB THEIR CAPTAIN, THERE ENSUED A BATTLE, WHEREIN A FEW OF HEROD'S SOLDIERS, AND NACEB, THE CAPTAIN OF THE ARABIANS, AND ABOUT TWENTY OF HIS SOLDIERS, FELL, WHILE THE REST BETOOK THEMSELVES TO FLIGHT. SO, WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT THESE TO PUNISHMENT, HE PLACED THREE THOUSAND IDUMEANS IN TRACHONITIS, AND THEREBY RESTRAINED THE ROBBERS THAT WERE THERE. HE ALSO SENT AN ACCOUNT TO THE CAPTAINS THAT WERE ABOUT PHOENICIA, AND DEMONSTRATED THAT HE HAD DONE NOTHING BUT WHAT HE OUGHT TO DO, IN PUNISHING THE REFRACTORY ARABIANS, WHICH, UPON AN EXACT INQUIRY, THEY FOUND TO BE NO MORE THAN WHAT WAS TRUE. 
3. HOWEVER, MESSENGERS WERE HASTED AWAY TO SYLLEUS TO ROME, AND INFORMED HIM WHAT HAD BEEN DONE, AND, AS IS USUAL, AGGRAVATED EVERY THING. NOW SYLLEUS HAD ALREADY INSINUATED HIMSELF INTO THE KNOWLEDGE OF CAESAR, AND WAS THEN ABOUT THE PALACE; AND AS SOON AS HE HEARD OF THESE THINGS, HE CHANGED HIS HABIT INTO BLACK, AND WENT IN, AND TOLD CAESAR THAT ARABIA WAS AFFLICTED WITH WAR, AND THAT ALL HIS KINGDOM WAS IN GREAT CONFUSION, UPON HEROD'S LAYING IT, WASTE WITH HIS ARMY; AND HE SAID, WITH TEARS IN HIS EYES, THAT TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED OF THE PRINCIPAL MEN AMONG THE ARABIANS HAD BEEN DESTROYED, AND THAT THEIR CAPTAIN NACEBUS, HIS FAMILIAR FRIEND AND KINSMAN, WAS SLAIN; AND THAT THE RICHES THAT WERE AT RAEPTA WERE CARRIED OFF; AND THAT OBODAS WAS DESPISED, WHOSE INFIRM STATE OF BODY RENDERED HIM UNFIT FOR WAR; ON WHICH ACCOUNT NEITHER HE, NOR THE ARABIAN ARMY, WERE PRESENT. WHEN SYLLEUS SAID SO, AND ADDED INVIDIOUSLY, THAT HE WOULD NOT HIMSELF HAVE COME OUT OF THE COUNTRY, UNLESS HE HAD BELIEVED THAT CAESAR WOULD HAVE PROVIDED THAT THEY SHOULD ALL HAVE PEACE ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND THAT, HAD HE BEEN THERE, HE WOULD HAVE TAKEN CARE THAT THE WAR SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN TO HEROD'S ADVANTAGE; CAESAR WAS PROVOKED WHEN THIS WAS SAID, AND ASKED NO MORE THAN THIS ONE QUESTION, BOTH OF HEROD'S FRIENDS THAT WERE THERE, AND OF HIS OWN FRIENDS, WHO WERE COME FROM SYRIA, WHETHER HEROD HAD LED AN ARMY THITHER? AND WHEN THEY WERE FORCED TO CONFESS SO MUCH, CAESAR, WITHOUT STAYING TO HEAR FOR WHAT REASON HE DID IT, AND HOW IT WAS DONE, GREW VERY ANGRY, AND WROTE TO HEROD SHARPLY. THE SUM OF HIS EPISTLE WAS THIS, THAT WHEREAS OF OLD HE HAD USED HIM AS HIS FRIEND, HE SHOULD NOW USE HIM AS HIS SUBJECT. SYLLEUS ALSO WROTE AN ACCOUNT OF THIS TO THE ARABIANS, WHO WERE SO ELEVATED WITH IT, THAT THEY NEITHER DELIVERED UP THE ROBBERS THAT HAD FLED TO THEM, NOR PAID THE MONEY THAT WAS DUE; THEY RETAINED THOSE PASTURES ALSO WHICH THEY HAD HIRED, AND KEPT THEM WITHOUT PAYING THEIR RENT, AND ALL THIS BECAUSE THE KING OF THE JEWS WAS NOW IN A LOW CONDITION, BY REASON OF CAESAR'S ANGER AT HIM. THOSE OF TRACHONITIS ALSO MADE USE OF THIS OPPORTUNITY, AND ROSE UP AGAINST THE IDUMEAN GARRISON, AND FOLLOWED THE SAME WAY OF ROBBING WITH THE ARABIANS, WHO HAD PILLAGED THEIR COUNTRY, AND WERE MORE RIGID IN THEIR UNJUST PROCEEDINGS, NOT ONLY IN ORDER TO GET BY IT, BUT BY WAY OF REVENGE ALSO. 
4. NOW HEROD WAS FORCED TO BEAR ALL THIS, THAT CONFIDENCE OF HIS BEING QUITE GONE WITH WHICH CAESAR'S FAVOR USED TO INSPIRE HIM; FOR CAESAR WOULD NOT ADMIT SO MUCH AS AN EMBASSAGE FROM HIM TO 'MAKE AN APOLOGY FOR HIM; AND WHEN THEY CAME AGAIN, HE SENT THEM AWAY WITHOUT SUCCESS. SO, HE WAS CAST INTO SADNESS AND FEAR; AND SYLLEUS'S CIRCUMSTANCES GRIEVED HIM EXCEEDINGLY, WHO WAS NOW BELIEVED BY CAESAR, AND WAS PRESENT AT ROME, NAY, SOMETIMES ASPIRING HIGHER. NOW IT CAME TO PASS THAT OBODAS WAS DEAD; AND AENEAS, WHOSE NAME WAS AFTERWARD CHANGED TO ARETAS, TOOK THE GOVERNMENT, FOR SYLLEUS ENDEAVORED BY CALUMNIES TO GET HIM TURNED OUT OF HIS PRINCIPALITY, THAT HE MIGHT HIMSELF TAKE IT; WITH WHICH DESIGN HE GAVE MUCH MONEY TO THE COURTIERS, AND PROMISED MUCH MONEY TO CAESAR, WHO INDEED WAS ANGRY THAT ARETAS HAD NOT SENT TO HIM FIRST BEFORE HE TOOK THE KINGDOM; YET DID AENEAS SEND AN EPISTLE AND PRESENTS TO CAESAR, AND A GOLDEN CROWN, OF THE WEIGHT OF MANY TALENTS. NOW THAT EPISTLE ACCUSED SYLLEUS AS HAVING BEEN A WICKED SERVANT, AND HAVING KILLED OBODAS BY POISON; AND THAT WHILE HE WAS ALIVE, HE HAD GOVERNED HIM AS HE PLEASED; AND HAD ALSO DEBAUCHED THE WIVES OF THE ARABIANS; AND HAD BORROWED MONEY, IN ORDER TO OBTAIN THE DOMINION FOR HIMSELF: YET DID NOT CAESAR GIVE HEED TO THESE ACCUSATIONS, BUT SENT HIS AMBASSADORS BACK, WITHOUT RECEIVING ANY OF HIS PRESENTS. BUT IN THE MEAN TIME THE AFFAIRS OF JUDEA AND ARABIA BECAME WORSE AND WORSE, PARTLY BECAUSE OF THE ANARCHY THEY WERE UNDER, AND PARTLY BECAUSE, AS BAD AS THEY WERE, NOBODY HAD POWER TO GOVERN THEM; FOR OF THE TWO KINGS, THE ONE WAS NOT YET CONFIRMED IN HIS KINGDOM, AND SO HAD NOT AUTHORITY SUFFICIENT TO RESTRAIN THE EVIL-DOERS; AND AS FOR HEROD, CAESAR WAS IMMEDIATELY ANGRY AT HIM FOR HAVING AVENGED HIMSELF, AND SO HE WAS COMPELLED TO BEAR ALL THE INJURIES THAT WERE OFFERED HIM. AT LENGTH, WHEN HE SAW NO END OF THE MISCHIEF WHICH SURROUNDED HIM, HE RESOLVED TO SEND AMBASSADORS TO ROME AGAIN, TO SEE WHETHER HIS FRIENDS HAD PREVAILED TO MITIGATE CAESAR, AND TO ADDRESS THEMSELVES TO CAESAR HIMSELF; AND THE AMBASSADOR HE SENT THITHER WAS NICOLANS OF DAMASCUS. 
CHAPTER 10. HOW EURYCLES FALSELY ACCUSED HEROD'S SONS; AND HOW THEIR FATHER BOUND THEM, AND WROTE TO CAESAR ABOUT THEM. OF SYLLEUS AND HOW HE WAS ACCUSED BY NICOLAUS. 
1. THE DISORDERS ABOUT HEROD'S FAMILY AND CHILDREN ABOUT THIS TIME GREW MUCH WORSE; FOR IT NOW APPEARED CERTAIN, NOR WAS IT UNFORESEEN BEFORE-HAND, THAT FORTUNE THREATENED THE GREATEST AND MOST INSUPPORTABLE MISFORTUNES POSSIBLE TO HIS KINGDOM. ITS PROGRESS AND AUGMENTATION AT THIS TIME AROSE ON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING: ONE EURYCLES, A LACEDEMONIAN, (A PERSON OF NOTE THERE, BUT A MAN OF A PERVERSE MIND, AND SO CUNNING IN HIS WAYS OF VOLUPTUOUSNESS AND FLATTERY, AS TO INDULGE BOTH, AND YET SEEM TO INDULGE NEITHER OF THEM,) CAME IN HIS TRAVELS TO HEROD, AND MADE HIM PRESENTS, BUT SO THAT HE RECEIVED MORE PRESENTS FROM HIM. HE ALSO TOOK SUCH PROPER SEASONS FOR INSINUATING HIMSELF INTO HIS FRIENDSHIP, THAT HE BECAME ONE OF THE MOST INTIMATE OF THE KING'S FRIENDS. HE HAD HIS LODGING IN ANTIPATER'S HOUSE; BUT HE HAD NOT ONLY ACCESS, BUT FREE CONVERSATION, WITH ALEXANDER, AS PRETENDING TO HIM THAT HE WAS IN GREAT FAVOR WITH ARCHCLAUS, THE KING OF CAPPADOCIA; WHENCE HE PRETENDED MUCH RESPECT TO GLAPHYRA, AND IN AN OCCULT MANNER CULTIVATED A FRIENDSHIP WITH THEM ALL; BUT ALWAYS ATTENDING TO WHAT WAS SAID AND DONE, THAT HE MIGHT BE FURNISHED WITH CALUMNIES TO PLEASE THEM ALL. IN SHORT, HE BEHAVED HIMSELF SO TO EVERY BODY IN HIS CONVERSATION, AS TO APPEAR TO BE HIS PARTICULAR FRIEND, AND HE MADE OTHERS BELIEVE THAT HIS BEING ANY WHERE WAS FOR THAT PERSON'S ADVANTAGE. SO, HE WON UPON ALEXANDER, WHO WAS BUT YOUNG; AND PERSUADED HIM THAT HE MIGHT OPEN HIS GRIEVANCES TO HIM WITH ASSURANCE AND WITH NOBODY ELSE. SO, HE DECLARED HIS GRIEF TO HIM, HOW HIS FATHER WAS ALIENATED FROM HIM. HE RELATED TO HIM ALSO THE AFFAIRS OF HIS MOTHER, AND OF ANTIPATER; THAT HE HAD DRIVEN THEM FROM THEIR PROPER DIGNITY, AND HAD THE POWER OVER EVERY THING HIMSELF; THAT NO PART OF THIS WAS TOLERABLE, SINCE HIS FATHER WAS ALREADY COME TO HATE THEM; AND HE ADDED, THAT HE WOULD NEITHER ADMIT THEM TO HIS TABLE, NOR TO HIS CONVERSATION. SUCH WERE THE COMPLAINTS, AS WAS BUT NATURAL, OF ALEXANDER ABOUT THE THINGS THAT TROUBLED HIM; AND THESE DISCOURSES EURYCLES CARRIED TO ANTIPATER, AND TOLD HIM HE DID NOT INFORM HIM OF THIS ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT, BUT THAT BEING OVERCOME BY HIS KINDNESS, THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF THE THING OBLIGED HIM TO DO IT; AND HE WARNED HIM TO HAVE A CARE OF ALEXANDER, FOR THAT WHAT HE SAID WAS SPOKEN WITH VEHEMENCY, AND THAT, IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHAT HE SAID, HE WOULD CERTAINLY KILL HIM WITH HIS OWN HAND. WHEREUPON ANTIPATER, THINKING HIM TO BE HIS FRIEND BY THIS ADVICE, GAVE HIM PRESENTS UPON ALL OCCASIONS, AND AT LENGTH PERSUADED HIM TO INFORM HEROD OF WHAT HE HAD HEARD. SO WHEN HE RELATED TO THE KING ALEXANDER'S ILL TEMPER, AS DISCOVERED BY THE WORDS HE HAD HEARD HIM SPEAK, HE WAS EASILY BELIEVED BY HIM; AND HE THEREBY BROUGHT THE KING TO THAT PASS, TURNING HIM ABOUT BY HIS WORDS, AND IRRITATING HIM, TILL HE INCREASED HIS HATRED TO HIM AND MADE HIM IMPLACABLE, WHICH HE SHOWED AT THAT VERY TIME, FOR HE IMMEDIATELY GAVE EURYCLES A PRESENT OF FIFTY TALENTS; WHO, WHEN HE HAD GOTTEN THEM, WENT TO ARCHCLAUS, KING OF CAPPADOCIA, AND COMMENDED ALEXANDER BEFORE HIM, AND TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD BEEN MANY WAYS OF ADVANTAGE TO HIM, IN MAKING A RECONCILIATION BETWEEN HIM AND HIS FATHER. SO, HE GOT MONEY FROM HIM ALSO, AND WENT AWAY, BEFORE HIS PERNICIOUS PRACTICES WERE FOUND OUT; BUT WHEN EURYCLES WAS RETURNED TO LACEDEMON, HE DID NOT LEAVE OFF DOING MISCHIEF; AND SO, FOR HIS MANY ACTS OF INJUSTICE, HE WAS BANISHED FROM HIS OWN COUNTRY. 
2. BUT AS FOR THE KING OF THE JEWS, HE WAS NOT NOW IN THE TEMPER HE WAS IN FORMERLY TOWARDS ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS, WHEN HE HAD BEEN CONTENT WITH THE HEARING THEIR CALUMNIES WHEN OTHERS TOLD HIM OF THEM; BUT HE WAS NOW COME TO THAT PASS AS TO HATE THEM HIMSELF, AND TO URGE MEN TO SPEAK AGAINST THEM, THOUGH THEY DID NOT DO IT OF THEMSELVES. HE ALSO OBSERVED ALL THAT WAS SAID, AND PUT QUESTIONS, AND GAVE EAR TO EVERY ONE THAT WOULD BUT SPEAK, IF THEY COULD BUT SAY ANY THING AGAINST THEM, TILL AT LENGTH HE HEARD THAT EUARATUS OF COS WAS A CONSPIRATOR WITH ALEXANDER; WHICH THING TO HEROD WAS THE MOST AGREEABLE AND SWEETEST NEWS IMAGINABLE. 
3. BUT STILL A GREATER MISFORTUNE CAME UPON THE YOUNG MEN; WHILE THE CALUMNIES AGAINST THEM WERE CONTINUALLY INCREASED, AND, AS A MAN MAY SAY, ONE WOULD THINK IT WAS EVERY ONE'S ENDEAVOR TO LAY SOME GRIEVOUS THING TO THEIR CHARGE, WHICH MIGHT APPEAR TO BE FOR THE KING'S PRESERVATION. THERE WERE TWO GUARDS OF HEROD'S BODY, WHO WERE IN GREAT ESTEEM FOR THEIR STRENGTH AND TALLNESS, JUCUNDUS AND TYRANNUS; THESE MEN HAD BEEN CAST OFF BY HEROD, WHO WAS DISPLEASED AT THEM; THESE NOW USED TO RIDE ALONG WITH ALEXANDER, AND FOR THEIR SKILL IN THEIR EXERCISES WERE IN GREAT ESTEEM WITH HIM, AND HAD SOME GOLD AND OTHER GIFTS BESTOWED ON THEM. NOW THE KING HAVING AN IMMEDIATE SUSPICION OF THOSE MEN, HAD THEM TORTURED, WHO ENDURED THE TORTURE COURAGEOUSLY FOR A LONG TIME; BUT AT LAST CONFESSED THAT ALEXANDER WOULD HAVE PERSUADED THEM TO KILL HEROD, WHEN HE WAS IN PURSUIT OF THE WILD BEASTS, THAT IT MIGHT BE SAID HE FELL FROM HIS HORSE, AND WAS RUN THROUGH WITH HIS OWN SPEAR, FOR THAT HE HAD ONCE SUCH A MISFORTUNE FORMERLY. THEY ALSO SHOWED WHERE THERE WAS MONEY HIDDEN IN THE STABLE UNDER GROUND; AND THESE CONVICTED THE KING'S CHIEF HUNTER, THAT HE HAD GIVEN THE YOUNG MEN THE ROYAL HUNTING SPEARS AND WEAPONS TO ALEXANDER'S DEPENDENTS, AT ALEXANDER'S COMMAND. 
4. AFTER THESE, THE COMMANDER OF THE GARRISON OF ALEXANDRIUM WAS CAUGHT AND TORTURED; FOR HE WAS ACCUSED TO HAVE PROMISED TO RECEIVE THE YOUNG MEN INTO HIS FORTRESS, AND TO SUPPLY THEM WITH THAT MONEY OF THE KING'S WHICH WAS LAID UP IN THAT FORTRESS, YET DID NOT HE ACKNOWLEDGE ANY THING OF IT HIMSELF; BUT HIS SON CAME ILL, AND SAID IT WAS SO, AND DELIVERED UP THE WRITING, WHICH, SO FAR AS COULD BE GUESSED, WAS IN ALEXANDER'S HAND. ITS CONTENTS WERE THESE: "WHEN WE HAVE FINISHED, BY GOD'S HELP, ALL THAT WE HAVE PROPOSED TO DO, WE WILL COME TO YOU; BUT DO YOUR ENDEAVORS, AS YOU HAVE PROMISED, TO RECEIVE US INTO YOUR FORTRESS." AFTER THIS WRITING WAS PRODUCED, HEROD HAD NO DOUBT ABOUT THE TREACHEROUS DESIGNS OF HIS SONS AGAINST HIM. BUT ALEXANDER SAID THAT DIOPHANTUS THE SCRIBE HAD IMITATED HIS HAND, AND THAT THE PAPER WAS MALICIOUSLY DRAWN UP BY ANTIPATER; FOR DIOPHANTUS APPEARED TO BE VERY CUNNING IN SUCH PRACTICES; AND AS HE WAS AFTERWARD CONVICTED OF FORGING OTHER PAPERS, HE WAS PUT TO DEATH FOR IT. 
5. SO THE KING PRODUCED THOSE THAT HAD BEEN TORTURED BEFORE THE MULTITUDE AT JERICHO, IN ORDER TO HAVE THEM ACCUSE THE YOUNG MEN, WHICH ACCUSERS MANY OF THE PEOPLE STONED TO DEATH; AND WHEN THEY WERE GOING TO KILL ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS LIKEWISE, THE KING WOULD NOT PERMIT THEM TO DO SO, BUT RESTRAINED THE MULTITUDE, BY THE MEANS OF PTOLEMY AND PHERORAS. HOWEVER, THE YOUNG MEN WERE PUT UNDER A GUARD, AND KEPT IN CUSTODY, THAT NOBODY MIGHT COME AT THEM; AND ALL THAT THEY DID OR SAID WAS WATCHED, AND THE REPROACH AND FEAR THEY WERE IN WAS LITTLE OR NOTHING DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF CONDEMNED CRIMINALS: AND ONE OF THEM, WHO WAS ARISTOBULUS, WAS SO DEEPLY AFFECTED, THAT HE BROUGHT SALOME, WHO WAS HIS AUNT, AND HIS MOTHER IN-LAW, TO LAMENT WITH HIM FOR HIS CALAMITIES, AND TO HATE HIM WHO HAD SUFFERED THINGS TO COME TO THAT PASS; WHEN HE SAID TO HER, "ART THOU NOT IN DANGER OF DESTRUCTION ALSO, WHILE THE REPORT GOES THAT THOU HADST DISCLOSED BEFOREHAND ALL OUR AFFAIRS TO SYLLCUS, WHEN THOU WAST IN HOPES OF BEING MARRIED TO HIM?" BUT SHE IMMEDIATELY CARRIED THESE WORDS TO HER BROTHER. UPON THIS HE WAS OUT OF PATIENCE, AND GAVE COMMAND TO BIND HIM; AND ENJOINED THEM BOTH, NOW THEY WERE KEPT SEPARATE ONE FROM THE OTHER, TO WRITE DOWN THE ILL THINGS THEY HAD DONE AGAINST THEIR FATHER, AND BRING THE WRITINGS TO HIM, SO, WHEN THIS WAS ENJOINED THEM, THEY WROTE THIS, THAT THEY HAD LAID NO TREACHEROUS DESIGNS, NOR MADE ANY PREPARATIONS AGAINST THEIR FATHER, BUT THAT THEY HAD INTENDED TO FLY AWAY; AND THAT BY THE DISTRESS THEY WERE IN, THEIR LIVES BEING NOW UNCERTAIN AND TEDIOUS TO THEM. 
6. ABOUT THIS TIME THERE CAME AN AMBASSADOR OUT OF CAPPADOCIA FROM ARCHELAUS, WHOSE NAME WAS MELAS; HE WAS ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL RULERS UNDER HIM. SO HEROD, BEING DESIROUS TO SHOW ARCHELAUS'S ILL-WILL TO HIM, CALLED FOR ALEXANDER, AS HE WAS IN HIS BONDS, AND ASKED HIM AGAIN CONCERNING HIS FIGHT, WHETHER AND HOW THEY HAD RESOLVED TO RETIRE ALEXANDER REPLIED, TO ARCHCLAUS, WHO HAD PROMISED TO SEND THEM AWAY TO ROME; BUT THAT THEY HAD NO WICKED NOR MISCHIEVOUS DESIGNS AGAINST THEIR FATHER, AND THAT NOTHING OF THAT NATURE WHICH THEIR ADVERSARIES HAD CHARGED UPON THEM WAS TRUE; AND THAT THEIR DESIRE WAS, THAT HE MIGHT HAVE EXAMINED TYRANNUS AND JUCUNDUS MORE STRICTLY, BUT THAT THEY HAD BEEN SUDDENLY SLAIN BY THE MEANS OF ANTIPATER, WHO PUT HIS OWN FRIENDS AMONG THE MULTITUDE [FOR THAT PURPOSE]. 
7. WHEN THIS WAS SAID, HEROD COMMANDED THAT BOTH ALEXANDER AND MELAS SHOULD BE CARRIED TO GLAPHYRA, ARCHELAUS'S DAUGHTER, AND THAT SHE SHOULD BE ASKED, WHETHER SHE DID NOT KNOW SOMEWHAT OF ALEXANDER'S TREACHEROUS DESIGNS AGAINST HEROD? NOW AS SOON AS THEY WERE COME TO HER, AND SHE SAW ALEXANDER IN BONDS, SHE BEAT HER HEAD, AND IN A GREAT CONSTERNATION GAVE A DEEP AND MOVING GROAN. THE YOUNG MAN ALSO FELL INTO TEARS. THIS WAS SO MISERABLE A SPECTACLE TO THOSE PRESENT, THAT, FOR A GREAT WHILE, THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO SAY OR TO DO ANY THING; BUT AT LENGTH PTOLEMY, WHO WAS ORDERED TO BRING ALEXANDER, BID HIM SAY WHETHER HIS WIFE WAS CONSCIOUS OF HIS ACTIONS. HE REPLIED, "HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THAT SHE, WHOM I LOVE BETTER THAN MY OWN SOUL, AND BY WHOM I HAVE HAD CHILDREN, SHOULD NOT KNOW WHAT I DO?" UPON WHICH SHE CRIED OUT THAT SHE KNEW OF NO WICKED DESIGNS OF HIS; BUT THAT YET, IF HER ACCUSING HERSELF FALSELY WOULD TEND TO HIS PRESERVATION, SHE WOULD CONFESS IT ALL. ALEXANDER REPLIED, "THERE IS NO SUCH WICKEDNESS AS THOSE (WHO OUGHT THE LEAST OF ALL SO TO DO) SUSPECT, WHICH EITHER I HAVE IMAGINED, OR THOU KNOWEST OF, BUT THIS ONLY, THAT WE HAD RESOLVED TO RETIRE TO ARCHELAUS, AND FROM THENCE TO ROME." WHICH SHE ALSO CONFESSED. UPON WHICH HEROD, SUPPOSING THAT ARCHELAUS'S ILL-WILL TO HIM WAS FULLY PROVED, SENT A LETTER BY OLYMPUS AND VOLUMNIUS; AND BID THEM, AS THEY SAILED BY, TO TOUCH AT ELEUSA OF CILICIA, AND GIVE ARCHELAUS THE LETTER. AND THAT WHEN THEY HAD EX-POSTULATED WITH HIM, THAT HE HAD A HAND IN HIS SON'S TREACHEROUS DESIGN AGAINST HIM, THEY SHOULD FROM THENCE SAIL TO ROME; AND THAT, IN CASE THEY FOUND NICOLAUS HAD GAINED ANY GROUND, AND THAT CAESAR WAS NO LONGER DISPLEASED AT HIM, HE SHOULD GIVE HIM HIS LETTERS, AND THE PROOFS WHICH HE HAD READY TO SHOW AGAINST THE YOUNG MEN. AS TO ARCHELAUS, HE MADE HIS DEFENSE FOR HIMSELF, THAT HE HAD PROMISED TO RECEIVE THE YOUNG MEN, BECAUSE IT WAS BOTH FOR THEIR OWN AND THEIR FATHER'S ADVANTAGE SO TO DO, LEST SOME TOO SEVERE PROCEDURE SHOULD BE GONE UPON IN THAT ANGER AND DISORDER THEY WERE IN ON OCCASION OF THE PRESENT SUSPICIONS; BUT THAT STILL HE HAD NOT PROMISED TO SEND THEM TO CAESAR; AND THAT HE HAD NOT PROMISED ANY THING ELSE TO THE YOUNG MEN THAT COULD SHOW ANY ILL-WILL TO HIM. 
8. WHEN THESE AMBASSADORS WERE COME TO ROME, THEY HAD A FIT OPPORTUNITY OF DELIVERING THEIR LETTERS TO CAESAR, BECAUSE THEY FOUND HIM RECONCILED TO HEROD; FOR THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF NICOLAUS'S EMBASSAGE HAD BEEN AS FOLLOWS: AS SOON AS HE WAS COME TO ROME, AND WAS ABOUT THE COURT, HE DID NOT FIRST OF ALL SET ABOUT WHAT HE WAS COME FOR ONLY, BUT HE THOUGHT FIT ALSO TO ACCUSE SYLLEUS. NOW THE ARABIANS, EVEN BEFORE HE CAME TO TALK WITH THEM, WERE QUARRELLING ONE WITH ANOTHER; AND SOME OF THEM LEFT SYLLEUS'S PARTY, AND JOINING THEMSELVES TO NICOLAUS, INFORMED HIM OF ALL THE WICKED THINGS THAT HAD BEEN DONE; AND PRODUCED TO HIM EVIDENT DEMONSTRATIONS OF THE SLAUGHTER OF A GREAT NUMBER OF OBODAS'S FRIENDS BY SYLLEUS; FOR WHEN THESE MEN LEFT SYLLEUS, THEY HAD CARRIED OFF WITH THEM THOSE LETTERS WHEREBY THEY COULD CONVICT HIM. WHEN NICOLAUS SAW SUCH AN OPPORTUNITY AFFORDED HIM, HE MADE USE OF IT, IN ORDER TO GAIN HIS OWN POINT AFTERWARD, AND ENDEAVORED IMMEDIATELY TO MAKE A RECONCILIATION BETWEEN CAESAR AND HEROD; FOR HE WAS FULLY SATISFIED, THAT IF HE SHOULD DESIRE TO MAKE A DEFENSE FOR HEROD DIRECTLY, HE SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED THAT LIBERTY; BUT THAT IF HE DESIRED TO ACCUSE SYLLEUS, THERE WOULD AN OCCASION PRESENT ITSELF OF SPEAKING ON HEROD'S BEHALF. SO WHEN THE CAUSE WAS READY FOR A HEARING, AND THE DAY WAS APPOINTED, NICOLAUS, WHILE ARETAS'S AMBASSADORS WERE PRESENT, ACCUSED SYLLEUS, AND SAID THAT HE IMPUTED TO HIM THE DESTRUCTION OF THE KING [OBODAS], AND OF MANY OTHERS OF THE ARABIANS; THAT HE HAD BORROWED MONEY FOR NO GOOD DESIGN; AND HE PROVED THAT HE HAD BEEN GUILTY OF ADULTERY, NOT ONLY WITH THE ARABIAN, BUT REINAN WOMEN ALSO AND HE ADDED, THAT ABOVE ALL THE REST HE HAD ALIENATED CAESAR FROM HEROD, AND THAT ALL THAT HE HAD SAID ABOUT THE ACTIONS OF HEROD WERE FALSITIES. WHEN NICOLAUS WAS COME TO THIS TOPIC, CAESAR STOPPED HIM FROM GOING ON, AND DESIRED HIM ONLY TO SPEAK TO THIS AFFAIR OF HEROD, AND TO SHOW THAT HE HAD NOT LED AN ARMY INTO ARABIA, NOR SLAIN TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED MEN THERE, NOR TAKEN PRISONERS, NOR PILLAGED THE COUNTRY. TO WHICH NICOLAUS MADE THIS ANSWER: "I SHALL PRINCIPALLY DEMONSTRATE, THAT EITHER NOTHING AT ALL, OR BUT A VERY LITTLE, OF THOSE IMPUTATIONS ARE TRUE, OF WHICH THOU HAST BEEN INFORMED; FOR HAD THEY BEEN TRUE, THOU MIGHTEST JUSTLY HAVE BEEN STILL MORE ANGRY AT HEROD." AT THIS STRANGE ASSERTION CAESAR WAS VERY ATTENTIVE; AND NICOLAUS SAID THAT THERE WAS A DEBT DUE TO HEROD OF FIVE HUNDRED TALENTS, AND A BOND, WHEREIN IT WAS WRITTEN, THAT IF THE TIME APPOINTED BE LAPSED, IT SHOULD BE LAWFUL TO MAKE A SEIZURE OUT OF ANY PART OF HIS COUNTRY. "AS FOR THE PRETENDED ARMY," HE SAID, "IT WAS NO ARMY, BUT A PARTY SENT OUT TO REQUIRE THE JUST PAYMENT OF THE MONEY; THAT THIS WAS NOT SENT IMMEDIATELY, NOR SO SOON AS THE BOND ALLOWED, BUT THAT SYLLEUS HAD FREQUENTLY COME BEFORE SATURNINUS AND VOLUMNIUS, THE PRESIDENTS OF SYRIA; AND THAT AT LAST HE HAD SWORN AT BERYTUS, BY THY FORTUNE, THAT HE WOULD CERTAINLY PAY THE MONEY WITHIN THIRTY DAYS, AND DELIVER UP THE FUGITIVES THAT WERE UNDER HIS DOMINION. AND THAT WHEN SYLLEUS HAD PERFORMED NOTHING OF THIS, HEROD CAME AGAIN BEFORE THE PRESIDENTS; AND UPON THEIR PERMISSION TO MAKE A SEIZURE FOR HIS MONEY, HE, WITH DIFFICULTY, WENT OUT OF HIS COUNTRY WITH A PARTY OF SOLDIERS FOR THAT PURPOSE. AND THIS IS ALL THE WAR WHICH THESE MEN SO TRAGICALLY DESCRIBE; AND THIS IS THE AFFAIR OF THE EXPEDITION INTO ARABIA. AND HOW CAN THIS BE CALLED A WAR, WHEN THY PRESIDENTS PERMITTED IT, THE COVENANTS ALLOWED IT, AND IT WAS NOT EXECUTED TILL THY NAME, O CAESAR, AS WELL AS THAT OF THE OTHER GODS, HAD BEEN PROFANED? AND NOW I MUST SPEAK IN ORDER ABOUT THE CAPTIVES. THERE WERE ROBBERS THAT DWELT IN TRACHONITIS; AT FIRST THEIR NUMBER WAS NO MORE THAN FORTY, BUT THEY BECAME MORE AFTERWARDS, AND THEY ESCAPED THE PUNISHMENT HEROD WOULD HAVE INFLICTED ON THEM, BY MAKING ARABIA THEIR REFUGE. SYLLEUS RECEIVED THEM, AND SUPPORTED THEM WITH FOOD, THAT THEY MIGHT BE MISCHIEVOUS TO ALL MANKIND, AND GAVE THEM A COUNTRY TO INHABIT, AND HIMSELF RECEIVED THE GAINS THEY MADE BY ROBBERY; YET DID HE PROMISE THAT HE WOULD DELIVER UP THESE MEN, AND THAT BY THE SAME OATHS AND SAME TIME THAT HE SWORE AND FIXED FOR PAYMENT OF HIS DEBT: NOR CAN HE BY ANY MEANS SHOW THAT ANY OTHER PERSONS HAVE AT THIS TIME BEEN TAKEN OUT OF ARABIA BESIDES THESE, AND INDEED NOT ALL THESE NEITHER, BUT ONLY SO MANY AS COULD NOT CONCEAL THEMSELVES. AND THUS DOES THE CALUMNY OF THE CAPTIVES, WHICH HATH BEEN SO ODIOUSLY REPRESENTED, APPEAR TO BE NO BETTER THAN A FICTION AND A LIE, MADE ON PURPOSE TO PROVOKE THY INDIGNATION; FOR I VENTURE TO AFFIRM THAT WHEN THE FORCES OF THE ARABIANS CAME UPON US, AND ONE OR TWO OF HEROD'S PARTY FELL, HE THEN ONLY DEFENDED HIMSELF, AND THERE FELL NACEBUS THEIR GENERAL, AND IN ALL ABOUT TWENTYFIVE OTHERS, AND NO MORE; WHENCE SYLLEUS, BY MULTIPLYING EVERY SINGLE SOLDIER TO A HUNDRED, HE RECKONS THE SLAIN TO HAVE BEEN TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED." 
9. THIS PROVOKED CAESAR MORE THAN EVER. SO, HE TURNED TO SYLLEUS FULL OF RAGE, AND ASKED HIM HOW MANY OF THE ARABIANS WERE SLAIN. HEREUPON HE HESITATED, AND SAID HE HAD BEEN IMPOSED UPON. THE COVENANTS ALSO WERE READ ABOUT THE MONEY HE HAD BORROWED, AND THE LETTERS OF THE PRESIDENTS OF SYRIA, AND THE COMPLAINTS OF THE SEVERAL CITIES, SO MANY AS HAD BEEN INJURED BY THE ROBBERS. THE CONCLUSION WAS THIS, THAT SYLLEUS WAS CONDEMNED TO DIE, AND THAT CAESAR WAS RECONCILED TO HEROD, AND OWNED HIS REPENTANCE FOR WHAT SEVERE THINGS HE HAD WRITTEN TO HIM, OCCASIONED BY CALUMNY, INSOMUCH THAT HE TOLD SYLLEUS, THAT HE HAD COMPELLED HIM, BY HIS LYING ACCOUNT OF THINGS, TO BE GUILTY OF INGRATITUDE AGAINST A MAN THAT WAS HIS FRIEND. AT THE LAST ALL CAME TO THIS, SYLLEUS WAS SENT AWAY TO ANSWER HEROD'S SUIT, AND TO REPAY THE DEBT THAT HE OWED, AND AFTER THAT TO BE PUNISHED [WITH DEATH]. BUT STILL CAESAR WAS OFFENDED WITH ARETAS, THAT HE HAD TAKEN UPON HIMSELF THE GOVERNMENT, WITHOUT HIS CONSENT FIRST OBTAINED, FOR HE HAD DETERMINED TO BESTOW ARABIA UPON HEROD; BUT THAT THE LETTERS HE HAD SENT HINDERED HIM FROM SO DOING; FOR OLYMPUS AND VOLUMNIUS, PERCEIVING THAT CAESAR WAS NOW BECOME FAVORABLE TO HEROD, THOUGHT FIT IMMEDIATELY TO DELIVER HIM THE LETTERS THEY WERE COMMANDED BY HEROD TO GIVE HIM CONCERNING HIS SONS. WHEN CAESAR HAD READ THEM, HE THOUGHT IT WOULD NOT BE PROPER TO ADD ANOTHER GOVERNMENT TO HIM, NOW HE WAS OLD, AND IN AN ILL STATE WITH RELATION TO HIS SONS, SO HE ADMITTED ARETAS'S AMBASSADORS; AND AFTER HE HAD JUST REPROVED HIM FOR HIS RASHNESS, IN NOT TARRYING TILL HE RECEIVED THE KINGDOM FROM HIM, HE ACCEPTED OF HIS PRESENTS, AND CONFIRMED HIM IN HIS GOVERNMENT.  
CHAPTER 11. HOW HEROD, BY PERMISSION FROM CAESAR ACCUSED HIS SONS BEFORE AN ASSEMBLY OF JUDGES AT BERYTUS; AND WHAT TERO SUFFERED FOR USING A BOUNDLESS AND MILITARY LIBERTY OF SPEECH. CONCERNING ALSO THE DEATH OF THE YOUNG MEN AND THEIR BURIAL AT ALEXANDRIUM. 
1. SO CAESAR WAS NOW RECONCILED TO HEROD, AND WROTE THUS TO HIM: THAT HE WAS GRIEVED FOR HIM ON ACCOUNT OF HIS SONS; AND THAT IN CASE THEY HAD BEEN GUILTY OF ANY PROFANE AND INSOLENT CRIMES AGAINST HIM, IT WOULD BEHOOVE HIM TO PUNISH THEM AS PARRICIDES, FOR WHICH HE GAVE HIM POWER ACCORDINGLY; BUT IF THEY HAD ONLY CONTRIVED TO FLY AWAY, HE WOULD HAVE HIM GIVE THEM AN ADMONITION, AND NOT PROCEED TO EXTREMITY WITH THEM. HE ALSO ADVISED HIM TO GET AN ASSEMBLY TOGETHER, AND TO APPOINT SOME PLACE NEAR BERYTUS, WHICH IS A CITY BELONGING TO THE ROMANS, AND TO TAKE THE PRESIDENTS OF SYRIA, AND ARCHELAUS KING OF CAPPADOCIA, AND AS MANY MORE AS HE THOUGHT TO BE ILLUSTRIOUS FOR THEIR FRIENDSHIP TO HIM, AND THE DIGNITIES THEY WERE IN, AND DETERMINE WHAT SHOULD BE DONE BY THEIR APPROBATION. THESE WERE THE DIRECTIONS THAT CAESAR GAVE HIM. ACCORDINGLY, HEROD, WHEN THE LETTER WAS BROUGHT TO HIM, WAS IMMEDIATELY VERY GLAD OF CAESAR'S RECONCILIATION TO HIM, AND VERY GLAD ALSO THAT HE HAD A COMPLETE AUTHORITY GIVEN HIM OVER HIS SONS. AND IT STRANGELY CAME ABOUT, THAT WHEREAS BEFORE, IN HIS ADVERSITY, THOUGH HE HAD INDEED SHOWED HIMSELF SEVERE, YET HAD HE NOT BEEN VERY RASH NOR HASTY IN PROCURING THE DESTRUCTION OF HIS SONS; HE NOW, IN HIS PROSPERITY, TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THIS CHANGE FOR THE BETTER, AND THE FREEDOM HE NOW HAD, TO EXERCISE HIS HATRED AGAINST THEM AFTER AN UNHEARD OF MANNER; HE THEREFORE SENT AND CALLED AS MANY AS HE THOUGHT FIT TO THIS ASSEMBLY, EXCEPTING ARCHCLAUS; FOR AS FOR HIM, HE EITHER HATED HIM, SO THAT HE WOULD NOT INVITE HIM, OR HE THOUGHT HE WOULD BE AN OBSTACLE TO HIS DESIGNS. 
2. WHEN THE PRESIDENTS, AND THE REST THAT BELONGED TO THE CITIES, WERE COME TO BERYTUS, HE KEPT HIS SONS IN A CERTAIN VILLAGE BELONGING TO SIDON, CALLED PLATANA, BUT NEAR TO THIS CITY, THAT IF THEY WERE CALLED, HE MIGHT PRODUCE THEM, FOR HE DID NOT THINK FIT TO BRING THEM BEFORE THE ASSEMBLY: AND WHEN THERE WERE ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY ASSESSORS PRESENT, HEROD CAME BY HIMSELF ALONE, AND ACCUSED HIS SONS, AND THAT IN SUCH A WAY AS IF IT WERE NOT A MELANCHOLY ACCUSATION, AND NOT MADE BUT OUT OF NECESSITY, AND UPON THE MISFORTUNES HE WAS UNDER; INDEED, IN SUCH A WAY AS WAS VERY INDECENT FOR A FATHER TO ACCUSE HIS SONS, FOR HE WAS VERY VEHEMENT AND DISORDERED WHEN HE CAME TO THE DEMONSTRATION OF THE CRIME THEY WERE ACCUSED OF, AND GAVE THE GREATEST SIGNS OF PASSION AND BARBARITY: NOR WOULD HE SUFFER THE ASSESSORS TO CONSIDER OF THE WEIGHT OF THE EVIDENCE, BUT ASSERTED THEM TO BE TRUE BY HIS OWN AUTHORITY, AFTER A MANNER MOST INDECENT IN A FATHER AGAINST HIS SONS, AND READ HIMSELF WHAT THEY THEMSELVES HAD WRITTEN, WHEREIN THERE WAS NO CONFESSION OF ANY PLOTS OR CONTRIVANCES AGAINST HIM, BUT ONLY HOW THEY HAD CONTRIVED TO FLY AWAY, AND CONTAINING WITHAL CERTAIN REPROACHES AGAINST HIM, ON ACCOUNT OF THE ILL-WILL HE BARE THEM; AND WHEN HE CAME TO THOSE REPROACHES, HE CRIED OUT MOST OF ALL, AND EXAGGERATED WHAT THEY SAID, AS IF THEY HAD CONFESSED THE DESIGN AGAINST HIM, AND TOOK HIS OATH THAT HE HAD RATHER LOSE HIS LIFE THAN HEAR SUCH REPROACHFUL WORDS. AT LAST HE SAID THAT HE HAD SUFFICIENT AUTHORITY, BOTH BY NATURE AND BY CAESAR'S GRANT TO HIM, [TO DO WHAT HE THOUGHT FIT]. HE ALSO ADDED AN ALLEGATION OF A LAW OF THEIR COUNTRY, WHICH ENJOINED THIS: THAT IF PARENTS LAID THEIR HANDS ON THE HEAD OF HIM THAT WAS ACCUSED, THE STANDERS BY WERE OBLIGED TO CAST STONES AT HIM, AND THEREBY TO SLAY HIM; WHICH THOUGH HE WERE READY TO DO IN HIS OWN COUNTRY AND KINGDOM, YET DID HE WAIT FOR THEIR DETERMINATION; AND YET THEY CAME THITHER NOT SO MUCH AS JUDGES, TO CONDEMN THEM FOR SUCH MANIFEST DESIGNS AGAINST HIM, WHEREBY HE HAD ALMOST PERISHED BY HIS SONS' MEANS, BUT AS PERSONS THAT HAD AN OPPORTUNITY OF SHOWING THEIR DETESTATION OF SUCH PRACTICES, AND DECLARING HOW UNWORTHY A THING IT MUST BE IN ANY, EVEN THE MOST REMOTE, TO PASS OVER SUCH TREACHEROUS DESIGNS [WITHOUT PUNISHMENT]. 
3. WHEN THE KING HAD SAID THIS, AND THE YOUNG MEN HAD NOT BEEN PRODUCED TO MAKE ANY DEFENSE FOR THEMSELVES, THE ASSESSORS PERCEIVED THERE WAS NO ROOM FOR EQUITY AND RECONCILIATION, SO THEY CONFIRMED HIS AUTHORITY. AND IN THE FIRST PLACE, SATURNINUS, A PERSON THAT HAD BEEN CONSUL, AND ONE OF GREAT DIGNITY, PRONOUNCED HIS SENTENCE, BUT WITH GREAT MODERATION AND TROUBLE; AND SAID THAT HE CONDEMNED HEROD'S SONS, BUT DID NOT THINK THEY SHOULD BE PUT TO DEATH. HE HAD SONS OF HIS OWN, AND TO PUT ONE'S SON TO DEATH IS A GREATER MISFORTUNE THAN ANY OTHER THAT COULD BEFALL HIM BY THEIR MEANS. AFTER HIM SATURNINUS'S SONS, FOR HE HAD THREE SONS THAT FOLLOWED HIM, AND WERE HIS LEGATES, PRONOUNCED THE SAME SENTENCE WITH THEIR FATHER. ON THE CONTRARY, VOLUMNIUS'S SENTENCE WAS TO INFLICT DEATH ON SUCH AS HAD BEEN SO IMPIOUSLY UNDUTIFUL TO THEIR FATHER; AND THE GREATEST PART OF THE REST SAID THE SAME, INSOMUCH THAT THE CONCLUSION SEEMED TO BE, THAT THE YOUNG MEN WERE CONDEMNED TO DIE. IMMEDIATELY AFTER THIS HEROD CAME AWAY FROM THENCE, AND TOOK HIS SONS TO TYRE, WHERE NICOLAUS MET HIM IN HIS VOYAGE FROM ROME; OF WHOM HE INQUIRED, AFTER HE HAD RELATED TO HIM WHAT HAD PASSED AT BERYTUS, WHAT HIS SENTIMENTS WERE ABOUT HIS SONS, AND WHAT HIS FRIENDS AT ROME THOUGHT OF THAT MATTER. HIS ANSWER WAS, "THAT WHAT THEY HAD DETERMINED TO DO TO THEE WAS IMPIOUS, AND THAT THOU OUGHTEST TO KEEP THEM IN PRISON; AND IF THOU THINKEST ANY THING FURTHER NECESSARY, THOU MAYST INDEED SO PUNISH THEM, THAT THOU MAYST NOT APPEAR TO INDULGE THY ANGER MORE THAN TO GOVERN THYSELF BY JUDGMENT; BUT IF THOU INCLINEST TO THE MILDER SIDE, THOU MAYST ABSOLVE THEM, LEST PERHAPS THY MISFORTUNES BE RENDERED INCURABLE; AND THIS IS THE OPINION OF THE GREATEST PART OF THY FRIENDS AT ROME ALSO." WHEREUPON HEROD WAS SILENT, AND IN GREAT THOUGHTFULNESS, AND BID NICOLAUS SAIL ALONG WITH HIM. 
4. NOW AS THEY CAME TO CESAREA, EVERY BODY WAS THERE TALKING OF HEROD'S SONS, AND THE KINGDOM WAS IN SUSPENSE, AND THE PEOPLE IN GREAT EXPECTATION OF WHAT WOULD BECOME OF THEM; FOR A TERRIBLE FEAR SEIZED UPON ALL MEN, LEST THE ANCIENT DISORDERS OF THE FAMILY SHOULD COME TO A SAD CONCLUSION, AND THEY WERE IN GREAT TROUBLE ABOUT THEIR SUFFERINGS; NOR WAS IT WITHOUT DANGER TO SAY ANY RASH THING ABOUT THIS MATTER, NOR EVEN TO HEAR ANOTHER SAYING IT, BUT MEN'S PITY WAS FORCED TO BE SHUT UP IN THEMSELVES, WHICH RENDERED THE EXCESS OF THEIR SORROW VERY IRKSOME, BUT VERY SILENT YET WAS THERE AN OLD SOLDIER OF HEROD'S, WHOSE NAME WAS TERO, WHO HAD A SON OF THE SAME AGE WITH ALEXANDER, AND HIS FRIEND, WHO WAS SO VERY FREE AS OPENLY TO SPEAK OUT WHAT OTHERS SILENTLY THOUGHT ABOUT THAT MATTER; AND WAS FORCED TO CRY OUT OFTEN AMONG THE MULTITUDE, AND SAID, IN THE MOST UNGUARDED MANNER, THAT TRUTH WAS PERISHED, AND JUSTICE TAKEN AWAY FROM MEN, WHILE LIES AND ILL-WILL PREVAILED, AND BROUGHT SUCH A MIST BEFORE PUBLIC AFFAIRS, THAT THE OFFENDERS WERE NOT ABLE TO SEE THE GREATEST MISCHIEFS THAT CAN BEFALL MEN. AND AS HE WAS SO BOLD, HE SEEMED NOT TO HAVE KEPT HIMSELF OUT OF DANGER, BY SPEAKING SO FREELY; BUT THE REASONABLENESS OF WHAT HE SAID MOVED MEN TO REGARD HIM AS HAVING BEHAVED HIMSELF WITH GREAT MANHOOD, AND THIS AT A PROPER TIME ALSO, FOR WHICH REASON EVERY ONE HEARD WHAT HE SAID WITH PLEASURE; AND ALTHOUGH THEY FIRST TOOK CARE OF THEIR OWN SAFETY BY KEEPING SILENT THEMSELVES, YET DID THEY KINDLY RECEIVE THE GREAT FREEDOM HE TOOK; FOR THE EXPECTATION THEY WERE IN OF SO GREAT AN AFFLICTION, PUT A FORCE UPON THEM TO SPEAK OF TERO WHATSOEVER THEY PLEASED. 
5. THIS MAN HAD THRUST HIMSELF INTO THE KING'S PRESENCE WITH THE GREATEST FREEDOM, AND DESIRED TO SPEAK WITH HIM BY HIMSELF ALONE, WHICH THE KING PERMITTED HIM TO DO, WHERE HE SAID THIS: "SINCE I AM NOT ABLE, O KING, TO BEAR UP UNDER SO GREAT A CONCERN AS I AM UNDER, I HAVE PREFERRED THE USE OF THIS BOLD LIBERTY THAT I NOW TAKE, WHICH MAY BE FOR THY ADVANTAGE, IF THOU MIND TO GET ANY PROFIT BY IT, BEFORE MY OWN SAFETY. WHITHER IS THY UNDERSTANDING GONE, AND LEFT THY SOUL EMPTY? WHITHER IS THAT EXTRAORDINARY SAGACITY OF THINE GONE WHEREBY THOU HAST PERFORMED SO MANY AND SUCH GLORIOUS-ACTIONS? WHENCE COMES THIS SOLITUDE, AND DESERTION OF THY FRIENDS AND RELATIONS? OF WHICH I CANNOT BUT DETERMINE THAT THEY ARE NEITHER THY FRIENDS NOR RELATIONS, WHILE THEY OVERLOOK SUCH HORRID WICKEDNESS IN THY ONCE HAPPY KINGDOM. DOST NOT THOU PERCEIVE WHAT IS DOING? WILT THOU SLAY THESE TWO YOUNG MEN, BORN OF THY QUEEN, WHO ARE ACCOMPLISHED WITH EVERY VIRTUE IN THE HIGHEST DEGREE, AND LEAVE THYSELF DESTITUTE IN THY OLD AGE, BUT EXPOSED TO ONE SON, WHO HATH VERY ILL MANAGED THE HOPES THOU HAST GIVEN HIM,' AND TO RELATIONS, WHOSE DEATH THOU HAST SO OFTEN RESOLVED ON THYSELF? DOST NOT THOU TAKE NOTICE, THAT THE VERY SILENCE OF THE MULTITUDE AT ONCE SEES THE CRIME, AND ABHORS THE FACT? THE WHOLE ARMY AND THE OFFICERS HAVE COMMISERATION ON THE POOR UNHAPPY YOUTHS, AND HATRED TO THOSE THAT ARE THE ACTORS IN THIS MATTER." THESE WORDS THE KING HEARD, AND FOR SOME TIME WITH GOOD TEMPER. BUT WHAT CAN ONE SAY? WHEN TERO PLAINLY TOUCHED UPON THE BAD BEHAVIOR AND PERFIDIOUSNESS OF HIS DOMESTICS, HE WAS MOVED AT IT; BUT TERO WENT ON FURTHER, AND BY DEGREES USED AN UNBOUNDED MILITARY FREEDOM OF SPEECH, NOR WAS HE SO WELL DISCIPLINED AS TO ACCOMMODATE HIMSELF TO THE TIME. SO, HEROD WAS GREATLY DISTURBED, AND SEEMING TO BE RATHER REPROACHED BY THIS SPEECH, THAN TO BE HEARING WHAT WAS FOR HIS ADVANTAGE, WHILE HE LEARNED THEREBY THAT BOTH THE SOLDIERS ABHORRED THE THING HE WAS ABOUT, AND THE OFFICERS HAD INDIGNATION AT IT, HE GAVE ORDER THAT ALL WHOM TERO HAD NAMED, AND TERO HIMSELF, SHOULD BE BOUND AND KEPT IN PRISON. 
6. WHEN THIS WAS OVER, ONE TRYPHO, WHO WAS THE KING'S BARBER, TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY, AND CAME AND TOLD THE KING, THAT TERO WOULD OFTEN HAVE PERSUADED HIM, WHEN HE TRIMMED HIM WITH A RAZOR, TO CUT HIS THROAT, FOR THAT BY THIS MEANS HE SHOULD BE AMONG THE CHIEF OF ALEXANDER'S FRIENDS, AND RECEIVE GREAT REWARDS FROM HIM. WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, THE KING GAVE ORDER THAT TERO, AND HIS SON, AND THE BARBER SHOULD BE TORTURED, WHICH WAS DONE ACCORDINGLY; BUT WHILE TERO BORE UP HIMSELF, HIS SON SEEING HIS FATHER ALREADY IN A SAD CASE, AND HAD NO HOPE OF DELIVERANCE, AND PERCEIVING WHAT WOULD BE THE CONSEQUENCE OF HIS TERRIBLE SUFFERINGS, SAID, THAT IF THE KING WOULD FREE HIM AND HIS FATHER FROM THESE TORMENTS FOR WHAT HE SHOULD SAY, HE WOULD TELL THE TRUTH. AND WHEN THE KING HAD GIVEN HIS WORD TO DO SO, HE SAID THAT THERE WAS AN AGREEMENT MADE, THAT TERO SHOULD LAY VIOLENT HANDS ON THE KING, BECAUSE IT WAS EASY FOR HIM TO COME WHEN HE WAS ALONE; AND THAT IF, WHEN HE HAD DONE THE THING, HE SHOULD SUFFER DEATH FOR IT, AS WAS NOT UNLIKELY, IT WOULD BE AN ACT OF GENEROSITY DONE IN FAVOR OF ALEXANDER. THIS WAS WHAT TERO'S SON SAID, AND THEREBY FREED HIS FATHER FROM THE DISTRESS HE WAS IN; BUT UNCERTAIN IT IS WHETHER HE HAD BEEN THUS FORCED TO SPEAK WHAT WAS TRUE, OR WHETHER IT, WERE A CONTRIVANCE OF HIS, IN ORDER TO PROCURE HIS OWN AND HIS FATHER'S DELIVERANCE FROM THEIR MISERIES. 
7. AS FOR HEROD, IF HE HAD BEFORE ANY DOUBT ABOUT THE SLAUGHTER OF HIS SONS, THERE WAS NOW NO LONGER ANY ROOM LEFT IN HIS SOUL FOR IT; BUT HE HAD BANISHED AWAY WHATSOEVER MIGHT AFFORD HIM THE LEAST SUGGESTION OF REASONING BETTER ABOUT THIS MATTER, SO HE ALREADY MADE HASTE TO BRING HIS PURPOSE TO A CONCLUSION. HE ALSO BROUGHT OUT THREE HUNDRED OF THE OFFICERS THAT WERE UNDER AN ACCUSATION, AS ALSO TERO AND HIS SON, AND THE BARBER THAT ACCUSED THEM BEFORE AN ASSEMBLY, AND BROUGHT AN ACCUSATION AGAINST THEM ALL; WHOM THE MULTITUDE STONED WITH WHATSOEVER CAME TO HAND, AND THEREBY SLEW THEM. ALEXANDER ALSO AND ARISTOBULUS WERE BROUGHT TO SEBASTE, BY THEIR FATHER'S COMMAND, AND THERE STRANGLED; BUT THEIR DEAD BODIES WERE IN THE NIGHT TIME CARRIED TO ALEXANDRAUM, WHERE THEIR UNCLE BY THE MOTHER'S SIDE, AND THE GREATEST PART OF THEIR ANCESTORS, HAD BEEN DEPOSITED. 
8. AND NOW PERHAPS IT MAY NOT SEEM UNREASONABLE TO SOME, THAT SUCH AN INVETERATE HATRED MIGHT INCREASE SO MUCH [ON BOTH SIDES], AS TO PROCEED FURTHER, AND OVERCOME NATURE; BUT IT MAY JUSTLY DESERVE CONSIDERATION, WHETHER IT BE TO BE LAID TO THE CHARGE OF THE YOUNG MEN, THAT THEY GAVE SUCH AN OCCASION TO THEIR FATHER'S ANGER, AND LED HIM TO DO WHAT HE DID, AND BY GOING ON LONG IN THE SAME WAY PUT THINGS PAST REMEDY, AND BROUGHT HIM TO USE THEM SO UNMERCIFULLY; OR WHETHER IT BE TO BE LAID TO THE FATHER'S CHARGE, THAT HE WAS SO HARD-HEARTED, AND SO VERY TENDER IN THE DESIRE OF GOVERNMENT, AND OF OTHER THINGS THAT WOULD TEND TO HIS GLORY, THAT THEY WOULD TAKE NO ONE INTO A PARTNERSHIP WITH HIM, THAT SO WHATSOEVER HE WOULD HAVE DONE HIMSELF MIGHT CONTINUE IMMOVABLE; OR, INDEED, WHETHER FORTUNE HAVE NOT GREATER POWER THAN ALL PRUDENT REASONINGS; WHENCE WE ARE PERSUADED THAT HUMAN ACTIONS ARE THEREBY DETERMINED BEFOREHAND BY AN INEVITABLE NECESSITY, AND WE CALL HER FATE, BECAUSE THERE IS NOTHING WHICH IS NOT DONE BY HER; WHEREFORE I SUPPOSE IT WILL BE SUFFICIENT TO COMPARE THIS NOTION WITH THAT OTHER, WHICH ATTRIBUTE SOMEWHAT TO OURSELVES, AND RENDERS MEN NOT UNACCOUNTABLE FOR THE DIFFERENT CONDUCTS OF THEIR LIVES, WHICH NOTION IS NO OTHER THAN THE PHILOSOPHICAL DETERMINATION OF OUR ANCIENT LAW. ACCORDINGLY, OF THE TWO OTHER CAUSES OF THIS SAD EVENT, ANY BODY MAY LAY THE BLAME ON THE YOUNG MEN, WHO ACTED BY YOUTHFUL VANITY, AND PRIDE OF THEIR ROYAL BIRTH, THAT THEY SHOULD BEAR TO HEAR THE CALUMNIES THAT WERE RAISED AGAINST THEIR FATHER, WHILE CERTAINLY THEY WERE NOT EQUITABLE JUDGES OF THE ACTIONS OF HIS LIFE, BUT ILL-NATURED IN SUSPECTING, AND INTEMPERATE IN SPEAKING OF IT, AND ON BOTH ACCOUNTS EASILY CAUGHT BY THOSE THAT OBSERVED THEM, AND REVEALED THEM TO GAIN FAVOR; YET CANNOT THEIR FATHER BE THOUGHT WORTHY EXCUSE, AS TO THAT HORRID IMPIETY WHICH HE WAS GUILTY OF ABOUT THEM, WHILE HE VENTURED, WITHOUT ANY CERTAIN EVIDENCE OF THEIR TREACHEROUS DESIGNS AGAINST HIM, AND WITHOUT ANY PROOFS THAT THEY HAD MADE PREPARATIONS FOR SUCH ATTEMPT, TO KILL HIS OWN SONS, WHO WERE OF VERY COMELY BODIES, AND THE GREAT DARLINGS OF OTHER MEN, AND NO WAY DEFICIENT IN THEIR CONDUCT, WHETHER IT WERE IN HUNTING, OR IN WARLIKE EXERCISES, OR IN SPEAKING UPON OCCASIONAL TOPICS OF DISCOURSE; FOR IN ALL THESE THEY WERE SKILLFUL, AND ESPECIALLY ALEXANDER, WHO WAS THE ELDEST; FOR CERTAINLY IT HAD BEEN SUFFICIENT, EVEN THOUGH HE HAD CONDEMNED THEM, TO HAVE KEPT THEM ALIVE IN BONDS, OR TO LET THEM LIVE AT A DISTANCE FROM HIS DOMINIONS IN BANISHMENT, WHILE HE WAS SURROUNDED BY THE ROMAN FORCES, WHICH WERE A STRONG SECURITY TO HIM, WHOSE HELP WOULD PREVENT HIS SUFFERING ANY THING BY A SUDDEN ONSET, OR BY OPEN FORCE; BUT FOR HIM TO KILL THEM ON THE SUDDEN, IN ORDER TO GRATIFY A PASSION THAT GOVERNED HIM, WAS A DEMONSTRATION OF INSUFFERABLE IMPIETY. HE ALSO WAS GUILTY OF SO GREAT A CRIME IN HIS OLDER AGE; NOR WILL THE DELAYS THAT HE MADE, AND THE LENGTH OF TIME IN WHICH THE THING WAS DONE, PLEAD AT ALL FOR HIS EXCUSE; FOR WHEN A MAN IS ON A SUDDEN AMAZED, AND IN COMMOTION OF MIND, AND THEN COMMITS A WICKED ACTION, ALTHOUGH THIS BE A HEAVY CRIME, YET IS IT A THING THAT FREQUENTLY HAPPENS; BUT TO DO IT UPON DELIBERATION, AND AFTER FREQUENT ATTEMPTS, AND AS FREQUENT PUTTINGS-OFF, TO UNDERTAKE IT AT LAST, AND ACCOMPLISH IT, WAS THE ACTION OF A MURDEROUS MIND, AND SUCH AS WAS NOT EASILY MOVED FROM THAT WHICH IS EVIL. AND THIS TEMPER HE SHOWED IN WHAT HE DID AFTERWARD, WHEN HE DID NOT SPARE THOSE THAT SEEMED TO BE THE BEST BELOVED OF HIS FRIENDS THAT WERE LEFT, WHEREIN, THOUGH THE JUSTICE OF THE PUNISHMENT CAUSED THOSE THAT PERISHED TO BE THE LESS PITIED, YET WAS THE BARBARITY OF THE MAN HERE EQUAL, IN THAT HE DID NOT ABSTAIN FROM THEIR SLAUGHTER ALSO. BUT OF THOSE PERSONS WE SHALL HAVE OCCASION TO DISCOURSE MORE HEREAFTER.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK XVII
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF FOURTEEN YEARS FROM THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS TO THE BANISHMENT OF ARCHELAUS
CHAPTER 1. HOW ANTIPATER WAS HATED BY ALL THE NATION [OF THE JEWS] FOR THE SLAUGHTER OF HIS BRETHREN; AND HOW, FOR THAT REASON HE GOT INTO PECULIAR FAVOR WITH HIS FRIENDS AT ROME, BY GIVING THEM MANY PRESENTS; AS HE DID ALSO WITH SATURNINUS, THE PRESIDENT OF SYRIA AND THE GOVERNORS WHO WERE UNDER HIM; AND CONCERNING HEROD'S WIVES AND CHILDREN. 
1. WHEN ANTIPATER HAD THUS TAKEN OFF HIS BRETHREN, AND HAD BROUGHT HIS FATHER INTO THE HIGHEST DEGREE OF IMPIETY, TILL HE WAS HAUNTED WITH FURIES FOR WHAT HE HAD DONE, HIS HOPES DID NOT SUCCEED TO HIS MIND, AS TO THE REST OF HIS LIFE; FOR ALTHOUGH HE WAS DELIVERED FROM THE FEAR OF HIS BRETHREN BEING HIS RIVALS AS TO THE GOVERNMENT, YET DID HE FIND IT A VERY HARD THING, AND ALMOST IMPRACTICABLE, TO COME AT THE KINGDOM, BECAUSE THE HATRED OF THE NATION AGAINST HIM ON THAT ACCOUNT WAS BECOME VERY GREAT; AND BESIDES THIS VERY DISAGREEABLE CIRCUMSTANCE, THE AFFAIR OF THE SOLDIERY GRIEVED HIM STILL MORE, WHO WERE ALIENATED FROM HIM, FROM WHICH YET THESE KINGS DERIVED ALL THE SAFETY WHICH THEY HAD, WHENEVER THEY FOUND THE NATION DESIROUS OF INNOVATION: AND ALL THIS DANGER WAS DRAWN UPON HIM BY HIS DESTRUCTION OF HIS BRETHREN. HOWEVER, HE GOVERNED THE NATION JOINTLY WITH HIS FATHER, BEING INDEED NO OTHER THAN A KING ALREADY; AND HE WAS FOR THAT VERY REASON TRUSTED, AND THE MORE FIRMLY DEPENDED ON, FOR THE WHICH HE OUGHT HIMSELF TO HAVE BEEN PUT TO DEATH, AS APPEARING TO HAVE BETRAYED HIS BRETHREN OUT OF HIS CONCERN FOR THE PRESERVATION OF HEROD, AND NOT RATHER OUT OF HIS ILL-WILL TO THEM, AND, BEFORE THEM, TO HIS FATHER HIMSELF: AND THIS WAS THE ACCURSED STATE HE WAS IN. NOW ALL ANTIPATER'S CONTRIVANCES TENDED TO MAKE HIS WAY TO TAKE OFF HEROD, THAT HE MIGHT HAVE NOBODY TO ACCUSE HIM IN THE VILE PRACTICES HE WAS DEVISING: AND THAT HEROD MIGHT HAVE NO REFUGE, NOR ANY TO AFFORD HIM THEIR ASSISTANCE, SINCE THEY MUST THEREBY HAVE ANTIPATER FOR THEIR OPEN ENEMY; INSOMUCH THAT THE VERY PLOTS HE HAD LAID AGAINST HIS BRETHREN WERE OCCASIONED BY THE HATRED HE BORE HIS FATHER. BUT AT THIS TIME, HE WAS MORE THAN EVER SET UPON THE EXECUTION OF HIS ATTEMPTS AGAINST HEROD, BECAUSE IF HE WERE ONCE DEAD, THE GOVERNMENT WOULD NOW BE FIRMLY SECURED TO HIM; BUT IF HE WERE SUFFERED TO LIVE ANY LONGER, HE SHOULD BE IN DANGER, UPON A DISCOVERY OF THAT WICKEDNESS OF WHICH HE HAD BEEN THE CONTRIVER, AND HIS FATHER WOULD OF NECESSITY THEN BECOME HIS ENEMY. AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, IT WAS THAT HE BECAME VERY BOUNTIFUL TO HIS FATHER'S FRIENDS, AND BESTOWED GREAT SUMS ON SEVERAL OF THEM, IN ORDER TO SURPRISE MEN WITH HIS GOOD DEEDS, AND TAKE OFF THEIR HATRED AGAINST HIM. AND HE SENT GREAT PRESENTS TO HIS FRIENDS AT ROME PARTICULARLY, TO GAIN THEIR GOOD-WILL; AND ABOVE ALL TO SATURNINUS, THE PRESIDENT OF SYRIA. HE ALSO HOPED TO GAIN THE FAVOR OF SATURNINUS'S BROTHER WITH THE LARGE PRESENTS HE BESTOWED ON HIM; AS ALSO HE USED THE SAME ART TO [SALOME] THE KING'S SISTER, WHO HAD MARRIED ONE OF HEROD'S CHIEF FRIENDS. AND WHEN HE COUNTERFEITED FRIENDSHIP TO THOSE WITH WHOM HE CONVERSED, HE WAS VERY SUBTLE IN GAINING THEIR BELIEF, AND VERY CUNNING TO HIDE HIS HATRED AGAINST ANY THAT HE REALLY DID HATE. BUT HE COULD NOT IMPOSE UPON HIS AUNT, WHO UNDERSTOOD HIM OF A LONG TIME, AND WAS A WOMAN NOT EASILY TO BE DELUDED, ESPECIALLY WHILE SHE HAD ALREADY USED ALL POSSIBLE CAUTION IN PREVENTING HIS PERNICIOUS DESIGNS. ALTHOUGH ANTIPETER'S UNCLE BY THE MOTHER'S SIDE WAS MARRIED TO HER DAUGHTER, AND THIS BY HIS OWN CONNIVANCE AND MANAGEMENT, WHILE SHE HAD BEFORE BEEN MARRIED TO ARISTOBULUS, AND WHILE SALOME'S OTHER DAUGHTER BY THAT HUSBAND WAS MARRIED TO THE SON OF CALLEAS; YET THAT MARRIAGE WAS NO OBSTACLE TO HER, WHO KNEW HOW WICKED HE WAS, IN HER DISCOVERING HIS DESIGNS, AS HER FORMER KINDRED TO HIM COULD NOT PREVENT HER HATRED OF HIM. NOW HEROD HAD COMPELLED SALOME, WHILE SHE WAS IN LOVE WITH SYLLEUS THE ARABIAN, AND HAD TAKEN A FONDNESS FOR HIM, TO MARRY ALEXAS; WHICH MATCH WAS BY HER SUBMITTED TO AT THE INSTANCE OF JULIA, WHO PERSUADED SALOME NOT TO REFUSE IT, LEST SHE SHOULD HERSELF BE THEIR OPEN ENEMY, SINCE HEROD HAD SWORN THAT HE WOULD NEVER BE FRIENDS WITH SALOME, IF SHE WOULD NOT ACCEPT OF ALEXAS FOR HER HUSBAND; SO SHE SUBMITTED TO JULIA AS BEING CAESAR'S WIFE; AND BESIDES THAT, SHE ADVISED HER TO NOTHING BUT WHAT WAS VERY MUCH FOR HER OWN ADVANTAGE. AT THIS TIME ALSO IT WAS THAT HEROD SENT BACK KING ARCHELAUS'S DAUGHTER, WHO HAD BEEN ALEXANDER'S WIFE, TO HER FATHER, RETURNING THE PORTION HE HAD WITH HER OUT OF HIS OWN ESTATE, THAT THERE MIGHT BE NO DISPUTE BETWEEN THEM ABOUT IT. 
2. NOW HEROD BROUGHT UP HIS SONS' CHILDREN WITH GREAT CARE; FOR ALEXANDER HAD TWO SONS BY GLAPHYRA; AND ARISTOBULUS HAD THREE SONS BY BERNICE, SALOME'S DAUGHTER, AND TWO DAUGHTERS; AND AS HIS FRIENDS WERE ONCE WITH HIM, HE PRESENTED THE CHILDREN BEFORE THEM; AND DEPLORING THE HARD FORTUNE OF HIS OWN SONS, HE PRAYED THAT NO SUCH ILL FORTUNE WOULD BEFALL THESE WHO WERE THEIR CHILDREN, BUT THAT THEY MIGHT IMPROVE IN VIRTUE, AND OBTAIN WHAT THEY JUSTLY DESERVED, AND MIGHT MAKE HIM AMENDS FOR HIS CARE OF THEIR EDUCATION. HE ALSO CAUSED THEM TO BE BETROTHED AGAINST THEY SHOULD COME TO THE PROPER AGE OF MARRIAGE; THE ELDER OF ALEXANDER'S SONS TO PHERORAS'S DAUGHTER, AND ANTIPATER'S DAUGHTER TO ARISTOBULUS'S ELDEST SON. HE ALSO ALLOTTED ONE OF ARISTOBULUS'S DAUGHTERS TO ANTIPATER'S SON, AND ARISTOBULUS'S OTHER DAUGHTER TO HEROD, A SON OF HIS OWN, WHO WAS BORN TO HIM BY THE HIGH PRIEST'S DAUGHTER; FOR IT IS THE ANCIENT PRACTICE AMONG US TO HAVE MANY WIVES AT THE SAME TIME. NOW THE KING MADE THESE ESPOUSALS FOR THE CHILDREN, OUT OF COMMISERATION OF THEM NOW THEY WERE FATHERLESS, AS ENDEAVORING TO RENDER ANTIPATER KIND TO THEM BY THESE INTERMARRIAGES. BUT ANTIPATER DID NOT FAIL TO BEAR THE SAME TEMPER OF MIND TO HIS BROTHERS' CHILDREN WHICH HE HAD BORNE TO HIS BROTHERS THEMSELVES; AND HIS FATHER'S CONCERN ABOUT THEM PROVOKED HIS INDIGNATION AGAINST THEM UPON THIS SUPPOSAL, THAT THEY WOULD BECOME GREATER THAN EVER HIS BROTHERS HAD BEEN; WHILE ARCHCLAUS, A KING, WOULD SUPPORT HIS DAUGHTER'S SONS, AND PHERORAS, A TETRARCH, WOULD ACCEPT OF ONE OF THE DAUGHTERS AS A WIFE TO HIS SON. WHAT PROVOKED HIM ALSO WAS THIS, THAT ALL THE MULTITUDE WOULD SO COMMISERATE THESE FATHERLESS CHILDREN, AND SO HATE HIM [FOR MAKING THEM FATHERLESS], THAT ALL WOULD COME OUT, SINCE THEY WERE NO STRANGERS TO HIS VILE DISPOSITION TOWARDS HIS BRETHREN. HE CONTRIVED, THEREFORE, TO OVERTURN HIS FATHER'S SETTLEMENTS, AS THINKING IT A TERRIBLE THING THAT THEY SHOULD BE SO RELATED TO HIM, AND BE SO POWERFUL WITHAL. SO, HEROD YIELDED TO HIM, AND CHANGED HIS RESOLUTION AT HIS ENTREATY; AND THE DETERMINATION NOW WAS, THAT ANTIPATER HIMSELF SHOULD MARRY ARISTOBULUS'S DAUGHTER, AND ANTIPATER'S SON SHOULD MARRY PHERORAS'S DAUGHTER. SO, THE ESPOUSALS FOR THE MARRIAGES WERE CHANGED AFTER THIS MANNER, EVEN WITHOUT THE KING'S REAL APPROBATION. 
3. NOW HEROD THE KING HAD AT THIS TIME NINE WIVES; ONE OF THEM ANTIPATER'S MOTHER, AND ANOTHER THE HIGH PRIEST'S DAUGHTER, BY WHOM HE HAD A SON OF HIS OWN NAME. HE HAD ALSO ONE WHO WAS HIS BROTHER'S DAUGHTER, AND ANOTHER HIS SISTER'S DAUGHTER; WHICH TWO HAD NO CHILDREN. ONE OF HIS WIVES ALSO WAS OF THE SAMARITAN NATION, WHOSE SONS WERE ANTIPAS AND ARCHELAUS, AND WHOSE DAUGHTER WAS OLYMPIAS; WHICH DAUGHTER WAS AFTERWARD MARRIED TO JOSEPH, THE KING'S BROTHER'S SON; BUT ARCHELAUS AND ANTIPAS WERE BROUGHT UP WITH A CERTAIN PRIVATE MAN AT ROME. HEROD HAD ALSO TO WIFE CLEOPATRA OF JERUSALEM, AND BY HER HE HAD HIS SONS HEROD AND PHILIP; WHICH LAST WAS ALSO BROUGHT UP AT ROME. PALLAS ALSO WAS ONE OF HIS WIVES, WHICH BARE HIM HIS SON PHASAELUS. AND BESIDES THESE, HE HAD FOR HIS WIVES PHEDRA AND ELPIS, BY WHOM HE HAD HIS DAUGHTERS ROXANA AND SALOME. AS FOR HIS ELDER DAUGHTERS BY THE SAME MOTHER WITH ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS, AND WHOM PHERORAS NEGLECTED TO MARRY, HE GAVE THE ONE IN MARRIAGE TO ANTIPATER, THE KING'S SISTER'S SON, AND THE OTHER TO PHASAELUS, HIS BROTHER'S SON. AND THIS WAS THE POSTERITY OF HEROD. 
CHAPTER 2. CONCERNING ZAMARIS, THE BABYLONIAN JEW; CONCERNING THE PLOTS LAID BY ANTIPATER AGAINST HIS FATHER; AND SOMEWHAT ABOUT THE PHARISEES. 
1. AND NOW IT WAS THAT HEROD, BEING DESIROUS OF SECURING HIMSELF ON THE SIDE OF THE TRACHONITES, RESOLVED TO BUILD A VILLAGE AS LARGE AS A CITY FOR THE JEWS, IN THE MIDDLE OF THAT COUNTRY, WHICH MIGHT MAKE HIS OWN COUNTRY DIFFICULT TO BE ASSAULTED, AND WHENCE HE MIGHT BE AT HAND TO MAKE SALLIES UPON THEM, AND DO THEM A MISCHIEF. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THERE WAS A MAN THAT WAS A JEW COME OUT OF BABYLON, WITH FIVE HUNDRED HORSEMEN, ALL OF WHOM COULD SHOOT THEIR ARROWS AS THEY RODE ON HORDE-BACK, AND, WITH A HUNDRED OF HIS RELATIONS, HAD PASSED OVER EUPHRATES, AND NOW ABODE AT ANTIOCH BY DAPHNE OF SYRIA, WHERE SATURNINUS, WHO WAS THEN PRESIDENT, HAD GIVEN THEM A PLACE FOR HABITATION, CALLED VALATHA, HE SENT FOR THIS MAN, WITH THE MULTITUDE THAT FOLLOWED HIM, AND PROMISED TO GIVE HIM LAND IN THE TOPARCHY CALLED BATANEA, WHICH COUNTRY IS BOUNDED WITH TRACHONITIS, AS DESIROUS TO MAKE THAT HIS HABITATION A GUARD TO HIMSELF. HE ALSO ENGAGED TO LET HIM HOLD THE COUNTRY FREE FROM TRIBUTE, AND THAT THEY SHOULD DWELL ENTIRELY WITHOUT PAYING SUCH CUSTOMS AS USED TO BE PAID, AND GAVE IT HIM TAX-FREE. 
2. THE BABYLONIAN WAS REDUCED BY THESE OFFERS TO COME HITHER; SO, HE TOOK POSSESSION OF THE LAND, AND BUILT IN IT FORTRESSES AND A VILLAGE, AND NAMED IT BATHYRA. WHEREBY THIS MAN BECAME A SAFEGUARD TO THE INHABITANTS AGAINST THE TRACHONITES, AND PRESERVED THOSE JEWS WHO CAME OUT OF BABYLON, TO OFFER THEIR SACRIFICES AT JERUSALEM, FROM BEING HURT BY THE TRACHONITE ROBBERS; SO THAT A GREAT NUMBER CAME TO HIM FROM ALL THOSE PARTS WHERE THE ANCIENT JEWISH LAWS WERE OBSERVED, AND THE COUNTRY BECAME FULL OF PEOPLE, BY REASON OF THEIR UNIVERSAL FREEDOM FROM TAXES. THIS CONTINUED DURING THE LIFE OF HEROD; BUT WHEN PHILIP, WHO WAS [TETRARCH] AFTER HIM, TOOK THE GOVERNMENT, HE MADE THEM PAY SOME SMALL TAXES, AND THAT FOR A LITTLE WHILE ONLY; AND AGRIPPA THE GREAT, AND HIS SON OF THE SAME NAME, ALTHOUGH THEY HARASSED THEM GREATLY, YET WOULD THEY NOT TAKE THEIR LIBERTY AWAY. FROM WHOM, WHEN THE ROMANS HAVE NOW TAKEN THE GOVERNMENT INTO THEIR OWN HANDS, THEY STILL GAVE THEM THE PRIVILEGE OF THEIR FREEDOM, BUT OPPRESS THEM ENTIRELY WITH THE IMPOSITION OF TAXES. OF WHICH MATTER I SHALL TREAT MORE ACCURATELY IN THE PROGRESS OF THIS HISTORY. 
3. AT LENGTH ZAMARIS THE BABYLONIAN, TO WHOM HEROD HAD GIVEN THAT COUNTRY FOR A POSSESSION, DIED, HAVING LIVED VIRTUOUSLY, AND LEFT CHILDREN OF A GOOD CHARACTER BEHIND HIM; ONE OF WHOM WAS JACIM, WHO WAS FAMOUS FOR HIS VALOR, AND TAUGHT HIS BABYLONIANS HOW TO RIDE THEIR HORSES; AND A TROOP OF THEM WERE GUARDS TO THE FORE MENTIONED KINGS. AND WHEN JACIM WAS DEAD IN HIS OLD AGE, HE LEFT A SON, WHOSE NAME WAS PHILIP, ONE OF GREAT STRENGTH IN HIS HANDS, AND IN OTHER RESPECTS ALSO MORE EMINENT FOR HIS VALOR THAN ANY OF HIS CONTEMPORARIES; ON WHICH ACCOUNT THERE WAS A CONFIDENCE AND FIRM FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN HIM AND KING AGRIPPA. HE HAD ALSO AN ARMY WHICH HE MAINTAINED AS GREAT AS THAT OF A KING, WHICH HE EXERCISED AND LED WHERESOEVER LIE HAD OCCASION TO MARCH. 
4. WHEN THE AFFAIRS OF HEROD WERE IN THE CONDITION I HAVE DESCRIBED, ALL THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS DEPENDED UPON ANTIPATER; AND HIS POWER WAS SUCH, THAT HE COULD DO GOOD TURNS TO AS MANY AS HE PLEASED, AND THIS BY HIS FATHER'S CONCESSION, IN HOPES OF HIS GOOD-WILL AND FIDELITY TO HIM; AND THIS TILL HE VENTURED TO USE HIS POWER STILL FURTHER, BECAUSE HIS WICKED DESIGNS WERE CONCEALED FROM HIS FATHER, AND HE MADE HIM BELIEVE EVERY THING HE SAID. HE WAS ALSO FORMIDABLE TO ALL, NOT SO MUCH ON ACCOUNT OF THE POWER AND AUTHORITY HE HAD, AS FOR THE SHREWDNESS OF HIS VILE ATTEMPTS BEFOREHAND; BUT HE WHO PRINCIPALLY CULTIVATED A FRIENDSHIP WITH HIM WAS PHERORAS, WHO RECEIVED THE LIKE MARKS OF HIS FRIENDSHIP; WHILE ANTIPATER HAD CUNNINGLY ENCOMPASSED HIM ABOUT BY A COMPANY OF WOMEN, WHOM HE PLACED AS GUARDS ABOUT HIM; FOR PHERORAS WAS GREATLY ENSLAVED TO HIS WIFE, AND TO HER MOTHER, AND TO HER SISTER; AND THIS NOTWITHSTANDING THE HATRED HE BARE THEM FOR THE INDIGNITIES THEY HAD OFFERED TO HIS VIRGIN DAUGHTERS. YET DID HE BEAR THEM, AND NOTHING WAS TO HE DONE WITHOUT THE WOMEN, WHO HAD GOT THIS MAN INTO THEIR CIRCLE, AND CONTINUED STILL TO ASSIST EACH OTHER IN ALL THINGS, INSOMUCH THAT ANTIPATER WAS ENTIRELY ADDICTED TO THEM, BOTH BY HIMSELF AND BY HIS MOTHER; FOR THESE FOUR WOMEN, SAID ALL ONE AND THE SAME THING; BUT THE OPINIONS OF PHERORAS AND ANTIPATER WERE DIFFERENT IN SOME POINTS OF NO CONSEQUENCE. BUT THE KING'S SISTER [SALOME] WAS THEIR ANTAGONIST, WHO FOR A GOOD WHILE HAD LOOKED ABOUT ALL THEIR AFFAIRS, AND WAS APPRIZED THAT THIS THEIR FRIENDSHIP WAS MADE IN ORDER TO DO HEROD SOME MISCHIEF, AND WAS DISPOSED TO INFORM THE KING OF IT. AND SINCE THESE PEOPLE KNEW THAT THEIR FRIENDSHIP WAS VERY DISAGREEABLE TO HEROD, AS TENDING TO DO HIM A MISCHIEF, THEY CONTRIVED THAT THEIR MEETINGS SHOULD NOT BE DISCOVERED; SO, THEY PRETENDED TO HATE ONE ANOTHER, AND TO ABUSE ONE ANOTHER WHEN TIME SERVED, AND ESPECIALLY WHEN HEROD WAS PRESENT, OR WHEN ANY ONE WAS THERE THAT WOULD TELL HIM: BUT STILL THEIR INTIMACY WAS FIRMER THAN EVER, WHEN THEY WERE PRIVATE. AND THIS WAS THE COURSE THEY TOOK. BUT THEY COULD NOT CONCEAL FROM SALOME NEITHER THEIR FIRST CONTRIVANCE, WHEN THEY SET ABOUT THESE THEIR INTENTIONS, NOR WHEN THEY HAD MADE SOME PROGRESS IN THEM; BUT SHE SEARCHED OUT EVERY THING; AND, AGGRAVATING THE RELATIONS TO HER BROTHER, DECLARED TO HIM, AS WELL THEIR SECRET ASSEMBLIES AND COMPOTATION’S, AS THEIR COUNSELS TAKEN IN A CLANDESTINE MANNER, WHICH IF THEY WERE NOT IN ORDER TO DESTROY HIM, THEY MIGHT WELL ENOUGH HAVE BEEN OPEN AND PUBLIC. BUT TO APPEARANCE THEY ARE AT VARIANCE, AND SPEAK ABOUT ONE ANOTHER AS IF THEY INTENDED ONE ANOTHER A MISCHIEF, BUT AGREE SO WELL TOGETHER WHEN THEY ARE OUT OF THE SIGHT OF THE MULTITUDE; FOR WHEN THEY ARE ALONE BY THEMSELVES, THEY ACT IN CONCERT, AND PROFESS THAT THEY WILL NEVER LEAVE OFF THEIR FRIENDSHIP, BUT WILL FIGHT AGAINST THOSE FROM WHOM THEY CONCEAL THEIR DESIGNS. AND THUS, DID SHE SEARCH OUT THESE THINGS, AND GET A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE OF THEM, AND THEN TOLD HER BROTHER OF THEM, WHO UNDERSTOOD ALSO OF HIMSELF A GREAT DEAL OF WHAT SHE SAID, BUT STILL DURST NOT DEPEND UPON IT, BECAUSE OF THE SUSPICIONS HE HAD OF HIS SISTER'S CALUMNIES. FOR THERE WAS A CERTAIN SECT OF MEN THAT WERE JEWS, WHO VALUED THEMSELVES HIGHLY UPON THE EXACT SKILL THEY HAD IN THE LAW OF THEIR FATHERS, AND MADE MEN BELIEVE THEY WERE HIGHLY FAVORED BY GOD, BY WHOM THIS SET OF WOMEN WERE INVEIGLED. THESE ARE THOSE THAT ARE CALLED THE SECT OF THE PHARISEES, WHO WERE IN A CAPACITY OF GREATLY OPPOSING KINGS. A CUNNING SECT THEY WERE, AND SOON ELEVATED TO A PITCH OF OPEN FIGHTING AND DOING MISCHIEF. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS GAVE ASSURANCE OF THEIR GOOD-WILL TO CAESAR, AND TO THE KING'S GOVERNMENT, THESE VERY MEN DID NOT SWEAR, BEING ABOVE SIX THOUSAND; AND WHEN THE KING IMPOSED A FINE UPON THEM, PHERORAS'S WIFE PAID THEIR FINE FOR THEM. IN ORDER TO REQUITE WHICH KINDNESS OF HERS, SINCE THEY WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THINGS TO COME BY DIVINE INSPIRATION, THEY FORETOLD HOW GOD HAD DECREED THAT HEROD'S GOVERNMENT SHOULD CEASE, AND HIS POSTERITY SHOULD BE DEPRIVED OF IT; BUT THAT THE KINGDOM SHOULD COME TO HER AND PHERORAS, AND TO THEIR CHILDREN. THESE PREDICTIONS WERE NOT CONCEALED FROM SALOME, BUT WERE TOLD THE KING; AS ALSO HOW THEY HAD PERVERTED SOME PERSONS ABOUT THE PALACE ITSELF; SO, THE KING SLEW SUCH OF THE PHARISEES AS WERE PRINCIPALLY ACCUSED, AND BAGOAS THE EUNUCH, AND ONE CARUS, WHO EXCEEDED ALL MEN OF THAT TIME IN COMELINESS, AND ONE THAT WAS HIS CATAMITE. HE SLEW ALSO ALL THOSE OF HIS OWN FAMILY WHO HAD CONSENTED TO WHAT THE PHARISEES FORETOLD; AND FOR BAGOAS, HE HAD BEEN PUFFED UP BY THEM, AS THOUGH HE SHOULD BE NAMED THE FATHER AND THE BENEFACTOR OF HIM WHO, BY THE PREDICTION, WAS FORETOLD TO BE THEIR APPOINTED KING; FOR THAT THIS KING WOULD HAVE ALL THINGS IN HIS POWER, AND WOULD ENABLE BAGOAS TO MARRY, AND TO HAVE CHILDREN OF HIS OWN BODY BEGOTTEN.
CHAPTER 3. CONCERNING THE ENMITY BETWEEN HEROD AND PHERORAS; HOW HEROD SENT ANTIPATER TO CAESAR; AND OF THE DEATH OF PHERORAS. 
1. WHEN HEROD HAD PUNISHED THOSE PHARISEES WHO HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF THE FOREGOING CRIMES, HE GATHERED AN ASSEMBLY TOGETHER OF HIS FRIENDS, AND ACCUSED PHERORAS'S WIFE; AND ASCRIBING THE ABUSES OF THE VIRGINS TO THE IMPUDENCE OF THAT WOMAN, BROUGHT AN ACCUSATION AGAINST HER FOR THE DISHONOR SHE HAD BROUGHT UPON THEM: THAT SHE HAD STUDIOUSLY INTRODUCED A QUARREL BETWEEN HIM AND HIS BROTHER, AND, BY HER ILL TEMPER, HAD BROUGHT THEM INTO A STATE OF WAR, BOTH BY HER WORDS AND ACTIONS; THAT THE FINES WHICH HE HAD LAID HAD NOT BEEN PAID, AND THE OFFENDERS HAD ESCAPED PUNISHMENT BY HER MEANS; AND THAT NOTHING WHICH HAD OF LATE BEEN DONE HAD BEEN DONE WITHOUT HER; "FOR WHICH REASON PHERORAS WOULD DO WELL, IF HE WOULD OF HIS OWN ACCORD, AND BY HIS OWN COMMAND, AND NOT AT MY ENTREATY, OR AS FOLLOWING MY OPINION, PUT THIS HIS WIFE AWAY, AS ONE THAT WILL STILL BE THE OCCASION OF WAR BETWEEN THEE AND ME. AND NOW, PHERORAS, IF THOU VALUEST THY RELATION TO ME, PUT THIS WIFE OF THINE AWAY; FOR BY THIS MEANS THOU WILT CONTINUE TO BE A BROTHER TO ME, AND WILT ABIDE IN THY LOVE TO ME." THEN SAID PHERORAS, (ALTHOUGH HE WAS PRESSED HARD BY THE FORMER WORDS,) THAT AS HE WOULD NOT DO SO UNJUST A THING AS TO RENOUNCE HIS BROTHERLY RELATION TO HIM, SO WOULD HE NOT LEAVE OFF HIS AFFECTION FOR HIS WIFE; THAT HE WOULD RATHER CHOOSE TO DIE THAN TO LIVE, AND BE DEPRIVED OF A WIFE THAT WAS SO DEAR UNTO HIM. HEREUPON HEROD PUT OFF HIS ANGER AGAINST PHERORAS ON THESE ACCOUNTS, ALTHOUGH HE HIMSELF THEREBY UNDERWENT A VERY UNEASY PUNISHMENT. HOWEVER, HE FORBADE ANTIPATER AND HIS MOTHER TO HAVE ANY CONVERSATION WITH PHERORAS, AND BID THEM TO TAKE CARE TO AVOID THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE WOMEN; WHICH THEY PROMISED TO DO, BUT STILL GOT TOGETHER WHEN OCCASION SERVED, AND BOTH PTIERORAS AND ANTIPATER HAD THEIR OWN MERRY MEETINGS. THE REPORT WENT ALSO, THAT ANTIPATER HAD CRIMINAL CONVERSATION WITH PHERORAS'S WIFE, AND THAT THEY WERE BROUGHT TOGETHER BY ANTIPATER'S MOTHER. 
2. BUT ANTIPATER HAD NOW A SUSPICION OF HIS FATHER, AND WAS AFRAID THAT THE EFFECTS OF HIS HATRED TO HIM MIGHT INCREASE; SO HE WROTE TO HIS FRIENDS AT ROME, AND BID THEM TO SEND TO HEROD, THAT HE WOULD IMMEDIATELY SEND ANTIPATER TO CAESAR; WHICH WHEN IT WAS DONE, HEROD SENT ANTIPATER THITHER, AND SENT MOST NOBLE PRESENTS ALONG WITH HIM; AS ALSO HIS TESTAMENT, WHEREIN ANTIPATER WAS APPOINTED TO BE HIS SUCCESSOR; AND THAT IF ANTIPATER SHOULD DIE FIRST, HIS SON [HEROD PHILIP] BY THE HIGH PRIEST'S DAUGHTER SHOULD SUCCEED. AND, TOGETHER WITH ANTIPATER, THERE WENT TO ROME SYLLEUS THE ARABIAN, ALTHOUGH HE HAD DONE NOTHING OF ALL THAT CAESAR HAD ENJOINED HIM. ANTIPATER ALSO ACCUSED HIM OF THE SAME CRIMES OF WHICH HE HAD BEEN FORMERLY ACCUSED BY HEROD. SYLLEUS WAS ALSO ACCUSED BY ARETAS, THAT WITHOUT HIS CONSENT HE HAD SLAIN MANY OF THE CHIEF OF THE ARABIANS AT PETRA; AND PARTICULARLY SOEMUS, A MAN THAT DESERVED TO BE HONORED BY ALL MEN; AND THAT HE HAD SLAIN FABATUS, A SERVANT OF CAESAR. THESE WERE THE THINGS OF WHICH SYLLEUS WAS ACCUSED, AND THAT ON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING: THERE WAS ONE CORINTHUS, BELONGING TO HEROD, OF THE GUARDS OF THE KING'S BODY, AND ONE WHO WAS GREATLY TRUSTED BY HIM. SYLLEUS HAD PERSUADED THIS MAN WITH THE OFFER OF A GREAT SUM OF MONEY TO KILL HEROD; AND HE HAD PROMISED TO DO IT. WHEN FABATUS HAD BEEN MADE ACQUAINTED WITH THIS, FOR SYLLEUS HAD HIMSELF TOLD HIM OF IT, HE INFORMED THE KING OF IT; WHO CAUGHT CORINTHUS, AND PUT HIM TO THE TORTURE, AND THEREBY GOT OUT OF HIM THE WHOLE CONSPIRACY. HE ALSO CAUGHT TWO OTHER ARABIANS, WHO WERE DISCOVERED BY CORINTHUS; THE ONE THE HEAD OF A TRIBE, AND THE OTHER A FRIEND TO SYLLEUS, WHO BOTH WERE BY THE KING BROUGHT TO THE TORTURE, AND CONFESSED THAT THEY WERE COME TO ENCOURAGE CORINTHUS NOT TO FAIL OF DOING WHAT HE HAD UNDERTAKEN TO DO; AND TO ASSIST HIM WITH THEIR OWN HANDS IN THE MURDER, IF NEED SHOULD REQUIRE THEIR ASSISTANCE. SO SATURNINNS, UPON HEROD'S DISCOVERING THE WHOLE TO HIM, SENT THEM TO ROME. 
3. AT THIS TIME HEROD COMMANDED PHERORAS, THAT SINCE HE WAS SO OBSTINATE IN HIS AFFECTION FOR HIS WIFE, HE SHOULD RETIRE INTO HIS OWN TETRARCHY; WHICH HE DID VERY WILLINGLY, AND SWORE MANY OATHS THAT HE WOULD NOT COME AGAIN TILL HE HEARD THAT HEROD WAS DEAD. AND INDEED WHEN, UPON A SICKNESS OF THE KING, HE WAS DESIRED TO COME TO HIM BEFORE HE DIED, THAT HE MIGHT INTRUST HIM WITH SOME OF HIS INJUNCTIONS, HE HAD SUCH A REGARD TO HIS OATH, THAT HE WOULD NOT COME TO HIM; YET DID NOT HEROD SO RETAIN HIS HATRED TO PHERORAS, BUT REMITTED OF HIS PURPOSE [NOT TO SEE HIM], WHICH HE BEFORE HAD, AND THAT FOR SUCH GREAT CAUSES AS HAVE BEEN ALREADY MENTIONED: BUT AS SOON AS HE BEGAN TO BE ILL, HE CAME TO HIM, AND THIS WITHOUT BEING SENT FOR; AND WHEN HE WAS DEAD, HE TOOK CARE OF HIS FUNERAL, AND HAD HIS BODY BROUGHT TO JERUSALEM, AND BURIED THERE, AND APPOINTED A SOLEMN MOURNING FOR HIM. THIS [DEATH OF PHERORAS] BECAME THE ORIGIN OF ANTIPATER'S MISFORTUNES, ALTHOUGH HE, WERE ALREADY SAILED FOR ROME, GOD NOW BEING ABOUT TO PUNISH HIM FOR THE MURDER OF HIS BRETHREN, I WILL EXPLAIN THE HISTORY OF THIS MATTER VERY DISTINCTLY, THAT IT MAY BE FOR A WARNING TO MANKIND, THAT THEY TAKE CARE OF CONDUCTING THEIR WHOLE LIVES BY THE RULES OF VIRTUE.
CHAPTER 4. PHERORAS'S WIFE IS ACCUSED BY HIS FREEDMEN, AS GUILTY OF POISONING HIM; AND HOW HEROD, UPON EXAMINING OF THE MATTER BY TORTURE FOUND THE POISON; BUT SO THAT IT HAD BEEN PREPARED FOR HIMSELF BY HIS SON ANTIPATER; AND UPON AN INQUIRY BY TORTURE HE DISCOVERED THE DANGEROUS DESIGNS OF ANTIPATER. 
1. AS SOON AS PHERORAS WAS DEAD, AND HIS FUNERAL WAS OVER, TWO OF PHERORAS'S FREED-MEN, WHO WERE MUCH ESTEEMED BY HIM, CAME TO HEROD, AND ENTREATED HIM NOT TO LEAVE THE MURDER OF HIS BROTHER WITHOUT AVENGING IT, BUT TO EXAMINE INTO SUCH AN UNREASONABLE AND UNHAPPY DEATH. WHEN HE WAS MOVED WITH THESE WORDS, FOR THEY SEEMED TO HIM TO BE TRUE, THEY SAID THAT PHERORAS SUPPED WITH HIS WIFE THE DAY BEFORE HE FELL SICK, AND THAT A CERTAIN POTION WAS BROUGHT HIM IN SUCH A SORT OF FOOD AS HE WAS NOT USED TO EAT; BUT THAT WHEN HE HAD EATEN, HE DIED OF IT: THAT THIS POTION WAS BROUGHT OUT OF ARABIA BY A WOMAN, UNDER PRETENSE INDEED AS A LOVE-POTION, FOR THAT WAS ITS NAME, BUT IN REALITY TO KILL PHERORAS; FOR THAT THE ARABIAN WOMEN ARE SKILLFUL IN MAKING SUCH POISONS: AND THE WOMAN TO WHOM THEY ASCRIBE THIS WAS CONFESSEDLY A MOST INTIMATE FRIEND OF ONE OF SYLLEUS'S MISTRESSES; AND THAT BOTH THE MOTHER AND THE SISTER OF PHERORAS'S WIFE HAD BEEN AT THE PLACES WHERE SHE LIVED, AND HAD PERSUADED HER TO SELL THEM THIS POTION, AND HAD COME BACK AND BROUGHT IT WITH THEM THE DAY BEFORE THAT HIS SUPPER. HEREUPON THE KING WAS PROVOKED, AND PUT THE WOMEN SLAVES TO THE TORTURE, AND SOME THAT WERE FREE WITH THEM; AND AS THE FACT DID NOT YET APPEAR, BECAUSE NONE OF THEM WOULD CONFESS IT, AT LENGTH ONE OF THEM, UNDER THE UTMOST AGONIES, SAID NO MORE BUT THIS, THAT SHE PRAYED THAT GOD WOULD SEND THE LIKE AGONIES UPON ANTIPATER'S MOTHER, WHO HAD BEEN THE OCCASION OF THESE MISERIES TO ALL OF THEM. THIS PRAYER INDUCED HEROD TO INCREASE THE WOMEN'S TORTURES, TILL THEREBY ALL WAS DISCOVERED; THEIR MERRY MEETINGS, THEIR SECRET ASSEMBLIES, AND THE DISCLOSING OF WHAT HE HAD SAID TO HIS SON ALONE UNTO PHERORAS'S WOMEN. (NOW WHAT HEROD HAD CHARGED ANTIPATER TO CONCEAL, WAS THE GIFT OF A HUNDRED TALENTS TO HIM NOT TO HAVE ANY CONVERSATION WITH PHERORAS.) AND WHAT HATRED HE BORE TO HIS FATHER; AND THAT HE COMPLAINED TO HIS MOTHER HOW VERY LONG HIS FATHER LIVED; AND THAT HE WAS HIMSELF ALMOST AN OLD MAN, INSOMUCH THAT IF THE KINGDOM SHOULD COME TO HIM, IT WOULD NOT AFFORD HIM ANY GREAT PLEASURE; AND THAT THERE WERE A GREAT MANY OF HIS BROTHERS, OR BROTHERS' CHILDREN, BRINGING UP, THAT MIGHT HAVE HOPES OF THE KINGDOM AS WELL AS HIMSELF, ALL WHICH MADE HIS OWN HOPES OF IT UNCERTAIN; FOR THAT EVEN NOW, IF HE SHOULD HIMSELF NOT LIVE, HEROD HAD ORDAINED THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE CONFERRED, NOT ON HIS SON, BUT RATHER ON A BROTHER. HE ALSO HAD ACCUSED THE KING OF GREAT BARBARITY, AND OF THE SLAUGHTER OF HIS SONS; AND THAT IT WAS OUT OF THE FEAR HE WAS UNDER, LEST HE SHOULD DO THE LIKE TO HIM, THAT MADE HIM CONTRIVE THIS HIS JOURNEY TO ROME, AND PHERORAS CONTRIVE TO GO TO HIS OWN TETRARCHY. 
2. THESE CONFESSIONS AGREED WITH WHAT HIS SISTER HAD TOLD HIM, AND TENDED GREATLY TO CORROBORATE HER TESTIMONY, AND TO FREE HER FROM THE SUSPICION OF HER UNFAITHFULNESS TO HIM. SO, THE KING HAVING SATISFIED HIMSELF OF THE SPITE WHICH DORIS, ANTIPATER'S MOTHER, AS WELL AS HIMSELF, BORE TO HIM, TOOK AWAY FROM HER ALL HER FINE ORNAMENTS, WHICH WERE WORTH MANY TALENTS, AND THEN SENT HER AWAY, AND ENTERED INTO FRIENDSHIP WITH PHERORAS'S WOMEN. BUT HE WHO MOST OF ALL IRRITATED THE KING AGAINST HIS SON WAS ONE ANTIPATER, THE PROCURATOR OF ANTIPATER THE KING'S SON, WHO, WHEN HE WAS TORTURED, AMONG OTHER THINGS, SAID THAT ANTIPATER HAD PREPARED A DEADLY POTION, AND GIVEN IT TO PHERORAS, WITH HIS DESIRE THAT HE WOULD GIVE IT TO HIS FATHER DURING HIS ABSENCE, AND WHEN HE WAS TOO REMOTE TO HAVE THE LEAST SUSPICION CAST UPON HIM THERETO RELATING; THAT ANTIPHILUS, ONE OF ANTIPATER'S FRIENDS, BROUGHT THAT POTION OUT OF EGYPT; AND THAT IT WAS SENT TO PHERORAS BY THENDION, THE BROTHER OF THE MOTHER OF ANTIPATER, THE KING'S SON, AND BY THAT MEANS CAME TO PHERORAS'S WIFE, HER HUSBAND HAVING GIVEN IT HER TO KEEP. AND WHEN THE KING ASKED HER ABOUT IT, SHE CONFESSED IT; AND AS SHE WAS RUNNING TO FETCH IT, SHE THREW HERSELF DOWN FROM THE HOUSE-TOP; YET DID SHE NOT KILL HERSELF, BECAUSE SHE FELL UPON HER FEET; BY WHICH MEANS, WHEN THE KING HAD COMFORTED HER, AND HAD PROMISED HER AND HER DOMESTICS PARDON, UPON CONDITION OF THEIR CONCEALING NOTHING OF THE TRUTH FROM HIM, BUT HAD THREATENED HER WITH THE UTMOST MISERIES IF SHE PROVED UNGRATEFUL [AND CONCEALED ANY THING]: SO SHE PROMISED, AND SWORE THAT SHE WOULD SPEAK OUT EVERY THING, AND TELL AFTER WHAT MANNER EVERY THING WAS DONE; AND SAID WHAT MANY TOOK TO BE ENTIRELY TRUE, THAT THE POTION WAS BROUGHT OUT OF EGYPT BY ANTIPHILUS; AND THAT HIS BROTHER, WHO WAS A PHYSICIAN, HAD PROCURED IT; AND THAT" WHEN THENDION BROUGHT IT US, SHE KEPT IT UPON PHERORAS'S COMMITTING IT TO HER; AND THAT IT WAS PREPARED BY ANTIPATER FOR THEE. WHEN, THEREFORE, PHERORAS WAS FALLEN SICK, AND THOU CAMEST TO HIM AND TOOKEST CARE OF HIM, AND WHEN HE SAW THE KINDNESS, THOU HADST FOR HIM, HIS MIND WAS OVERBORNE THEREBY. SO, HE CALLED ME TO HIM, AND SAID TO ME, 'O WOMAN! ANTIPATER HATH CIRCUMVENTED ME IN THIS AFFAIR OF HIS FATHER AND MY BROTHER, BY PERSUADING ME TO HAVE A MURDEROUS INTENTION TO HIM, AND PROCURING A POTION TO BE SUBSERVIENT THERETO; DO THOU, THEREFORE, GO AND FETCH MY POTION, (SINCE MY BROTHER APPEARS TO HAVE STILL THE SAME VIRTUOUS DISPOSITION TOWARDS ME WHICH HE HAD FORMERLY, AND I DO NOT EXPECT TO LIVE LONG MYSELF, AND THAT I MAY NOT DEFILE MY FOREFATHERS BY THE MURDER OF A BROTHER,) AND BURN IT BEFORE MY FACE:' THAT ACCORDINGLY SHE IMMEDIATELY BROUGHT IT, AND DID AS HER HUSBAND BADE HER; AND THAT SHE BURNT THE GREATEST PART OF THE POTION; BUT THAT A LITTLE OF IT WAS LEFT, THAT IF THE KING, AFTER PHERORAS'S DEATH, SHOULD TREAT HER ILL, SHE MIGHT POISON HERSELF, AND THEREBY GET CLEAR OF HER MISERIES." UPON HER SAYING THUS, SHE BROUGHT OUT THE POTION, AND THE BOX IN WHICH IT WAS, BEFORE THEM ALL. NAY, THERE WAS ANOTHER BROTHER OF ANTIPHILUS, AND HIS MOTHER ALSO, WHO, BY THE EXTREMITY OF PAIN AND TORTURE, CONFESSED THE SAME THINGS, AND OWNED THE BOX [TO BE THAT WHICH HAD BEEN BROUGHT OUT OF EGYPT]. THE HIGH PRIEST'S DAUGHTER ALSO, WHO WAS THE KING'S WIFE, WAS ACCUSED TO HAVE BEEN CONSCIOUS OF ALL THIS, AND HAD RESOLVED TO CONCEAL IT; FOR WHICH REASON HEROD DIVORCED HER, AND BLOTTED HER SON OUT OF HIS TESTAMENT, WHEREIN HE HAD BEEN MENTIONED AS ONE THAT WAS TO REIGN AFTER HIM; AND HE TOOK THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD AWAY FROM HIS FATHER-IN-LAW, SIMEON THE SON OF BOETHUS, AND APPOINTED MATTHIAS THE SON OF THEOPHILUS, WHO WAS BORN AT JERUSALEM, TO BE HIGH PRIEST IN HIS ROOM. 
3. WHILE THIS WAS DOING, BATHYLLUS ALSO, ANTIPATER'S FREED-MAN, CAME FROM ROME, AND, UPON THE TORTURE, WAS FOUND TO HAVE BROUGHT ANOTHER POTION, TO GIVE IT INTO THE HANDS OF ANTIPATER'S MOTHER, AND OF PHERORAS, THAT IF THE FORMER POTION DID NOT OPERATE UPON THE KING, THIS AT LEAST MIGHT CARRY HIM OFF. THERE CAME ALSO LETTERS FROM HEROD'S FRIENDS AT ROME, BY THE APPROBATION AND AT THE SUGGESTION OF ANTIPATER, TO ACCUSE ARCHELAUS AND PHILIP, AS IF THEY CALUMNIATED THEIR FATHER ON ACCOUNT OF THE SLAUGHTER OF ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS, AND AS IF THEY COMMISERATED THEIR DEATHS, AND AS IF, BECAUSE THEY WERE SENT FOR HOME, (FOR THEIR FATHER HAD ALREADY RECALLED THEM,) THEY CONCLUDED THEY WERE THEMSELVES ALSO TO BE DESTROYED. THESE LETTERS HAD BEEN PROCURED BY GREAT REWARDS BY ANTIPATER'S FRIENDS; BUT ANTIPATER HIMSELF WROTE TO HIS FATHER ABOUT THEM, AND LAID THE HEAVIEST THINGS TO THEIR CHARGE; YET DID HE ENTIRELY EXCUSE THEM OF ANY GUILT, AND SAID THEY WERE BUT YOUNG MEN, AND SO IMPUTED THEIR WORDS TO THEIR YOUTH. BUT HE SAID THAT HE HAD HIMSELF BEEN VERY BUSY IN THE AFFAIR RELATING TO SYLLEUS, AND IN GETTING INTEREST AMONG THE GREAT MEN; AND ON THAT ACCOUNT HAD BOUGHT SPLENDID ORNAMENTS TO PRESENT THEM WITHAL, WHICH COST HIM TWO HUNDRED TALENTS. NOW ONE MAY WONDER HOW IT CAME ABOUT, THAT WHILE SO MANY ACCUSATIONS WERE LAID AGAINST HIM IN JUDEA DURING SEVEN MONTHS BEFORE THIS TIME, HE WAS NOT MADE ACQUAINTED WITH ANY OF THEM. THE CAUSES OF WHICH WERE, THAT THE ROADS WERE EXACTLY GUARDED, AND THAT MEN HATED ANTIPATER; FOR THERE WAS NOBODY WHO WOULD RUN ANY HAZARD HIMSELF TO GAIN HIM ANY ADVANTAGES.
CHAPTER 5. ANTIPATER'S NAVIGATION FROM ROME TO HIS FATHER; AND HOW HE WAS ACCUSED BY NICOLAUS OF DAMASCUS AND CONDEMNED TO DIE BY HIS FATHER, AND BY QUINTILIUS VARUS, WHO WAS THEN PRESIDENT OF SYRIA; AND HOW HE WAS THEN BOUND TILL CAESAR SHOULD BE INFORMED OF HIS CAUSE. 
1. NOW HEROD, UPON ANTIPATER'S WRITING TO HIM, THAT HAVING DONE ALL THAT HE WAS TO DO, AND THIS IN THE MANNER HE WAS TO DO IT, HE WOULD SUDDENLY COME TO HIM, CONCEALED HIS ANGER AGAINST HIM, AND WROTE BACK TO HIM, AND BID HIM NOT DELAY HIS JOURNEY, LEST ANY HARM SHOULD BEFALL HIMSELF IN HIS ABSENCE. AT THE SAME TIME ALSO, HE MADE SOME LITTLE COMPLAINT ABOUT HIS MOTHER, BUT PROMISED THAT HE WOULD LAY THOSE COMPLAINTS ASIDE WHEN HE SHOULD RETURN. HE WITHAL EXPRESSED HIS ENTIRE AFFECTION FOR HIM, AS FEARING LEST HE SHOULD HAVE SOME SUSPICION OF HIM, AND DEFER HIS JOURNEY TO HIM; AND LEST, WHILE HE LIVED AT ROME, HE SHOULD LAY PLOTS FOR THE KINGDOM, AND, MOREOVER, DO SOMEWHAT AGAINST HIMSELF. THIS LETTER ANTIPATER MET WITH IN CILICIA; BUT HAD RECEIVED AN ACCOUNT OF PHERORAS'S DEATH BEFORE AT TARENTUM. THIS LAST NEWS AFFECTED HIM DEEPLY; NOT OUT OF ANY AFFECTION FOR PHERORAS, BUT BECAUSE HE WAS DEAD WITHOUT HAVING MURDERED HIS FATHER, WHICH HE HAD PROMISED HIM TO DO. AND WHEN HE WAS AT CELENDERIS IN CILICIA, HE BEGAN TO DELIBERATE WITH HIMSELF ABOUT HIS SAILING HOME, AS BEING MUCH GRIEVED WITH THE EJECTION OF HIS MOTHER. NOW SOME OF HIS FRIENDS ADVISED HIM THAT HE SHOULD TARRY A WHILE SOME WHERE, IN EXPECTATION OF FURTHER INFORMATION. BUT OTHERS ADVISED HIM TO SAIL HOME WITHOUT DELAY; FOR THAT IF HE WERE ONCE COME THITHER, HE WOULD SOON PUT AN END TO ALL ACCUSATIONS, AND THAT NOTHING AFFORDED ANY WEIGHT TO HIS ACCUSERS AT PRESENT BUT HIS ABSENCE. HE WAS PERSUADED BY THESE LAST, AND SAILED ON, AND LANDED AT THE HAVEN CALLED SEBASTUS, WHICH HEROD HAD BUILT AT VAST EXPENSES IN HONOR OF CAESAR, AND CALLED SEBASTUS. AND NOW WAS ANTIPATER EVIDENTLY IN A MISERABLE CONDITION, WHILE NOBODY CAME TO HIM NOR SALUTED HIM, AS THEY DID AT HIS GOING AWAY, WITH GOOD WISHES OF JOYFUL ACCLAMATIONS; NOR WAS THERE NOW ANY THING TO HINDER THEM FROM ENTERTAINING HIM, ON THE CONTRARY, WITH BITTER CURSES, WHILE THEY SUPPOSED HE WAS COME TO RECEIVE HIS PUNISHMENT FOR THE MURDER OF HIS BRETHREN. 
2. NOW QUINTILIUS VARUS WAS AT THIS TIME AT JERUSALEM, BEING SENT TO SUCCEED SATURNINUS AS PRESIDENT OF SYRIA, AND WAS COME AS AN ASSESSOR TO HEROD, WHO HAD DESIRED HIS ADVICE IN HIS PRESENT AFFAIRS; AND AS THEY WERE SITTING TOGETHER, ANTIPATER CAME UPON THEM, WITHOUT KNOWING ANY THING OF THE MATTER; SO, HE CAME INTO THE PALACE CLOTHED IN PURPLE. THE PORTERS INDEED RECEIVED HIM IN, BUT EXCLUDED HIS FRIENDS. AND NOW HE WAS IN GREAT DISORDER, AND PRESENTLY UNDERSTOOD THE CONDITION HE WAS IN, WHILE, UPON HIS GOING TO SALUTE HIS FATHER, HE WAS REPULSED BY HIM, WHO CALLED HIM A MURDERER OF HIS BRETHREN, AND A PLOTTER OF DESTRUCTION AGAINST HIMSELF, AND TOLD HIM THAT VARUS SHOULD BE HIS AUDITOR AND HIS JUDGE THE VERY NEXT DAY; SO HE FOUND THAT WHAT MISFORTUNES HE NOW HEARD OF WERE ALREADY UPON HIM, WITH THE GREATNESS OF WHICH HE WENT AWAY IN CONFUSION; UPON WHICH HIS MOTHER AND HIS WIFE MET HIM, (WHICH WIFE WAS THE DAUGHTER OF ANTIGONUS, WHO WAS KING OF THE JEWS BEFORE HEROD,) FROM WHOM HE LEARNED ALL CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH CONCERNED HIM, AND THEN PREPARED HIMSELF FOR HIS TRIAL. 
3. ON THE NEXT DAY VARUS AND THE KING SAT TOGETHER IN JUDGMENT, AND BOTH THEIR FRIENDS WERE ALSO CALLED IN, AS ALSO THE KING'S RELATIONS, WITH HIS SISTER SALOME, AND AS MANY AS COULD DISCOVER ANY THING, AND SUCH AS HAD BEEN TORTURED; AND BESIDES THESE, SOME SLAVES OF ANTIPATER'S MOTHER, WHO WERE TAKEN UP A LITTLE BEFORE ANTIPATER'S COMING, AND BROUGHT WITH THEM A WRITTEN LETTER, THE SUM OF WHICH WAS THIS: THAT HE SHOULD NOT COME BACK, BECAUSE ALL WAS COME TO HIS FATHER'S KNOWLEDGE; AND THAT CAESAR WAS THE ONLY REFUGE HE HAD LEFT TO PREVENT BOTH HIS AND HER DELIVERY INTO HIS FATHER'S HANDS. THEN DID ANTIPATER FALL DOWN AT HIS FATHER'S FEET, AND BESOUGHT HIM NOT TO PREJUDGE HIS CAUSE, BUT THAT HE MIGHT BE FIRST HEARD BY HIS FATHER, AND THAT HIS FATHER WOULD KEEP HIMSELF UNPREJUDICED. SO, HEROD ORDERED HIM TO BE BROUGHT INTO THE MIDST, AND THEN LAMENTED HIMSELF ABOUT HIS CHILDREN, FROM WHOM HE HAD SUFFERED SUCH GREAT MISFORTUNES; AND BECAUSE ANTIPATER FELL UPON HIM IN HIS OLD AGE. HE ALSO RECKONED UP WHAT MAINTENANCE AND WHAT EDUCATION HE HAD GIVEN THEM; AND WHAT SEASONABLE SUPPLIES OF WEALTH HE HAD AFFORDED THEM, ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN DESIRES; NONE OF WHICH FAVORS HAD HINDERED THEM FROM CONTRIVING AGAINST HIM, AND FROM BRINGING HIS VERY LIFE INTO DANGER, IN ORDER TO GAIN HIS KINGDOM, AFTER AN IMPIOUS MANNER, BY TAKING AWAY HIS LIFE BEFORE THE COURSE OF NATURE, THEIR FATHER'S WISHES, OR JUSTICE REQUIRED THAT THAT KINGDOM SHOULD COME TO THEM; AND THAT HE WONDERED WHAT HOPES COULD ELEVATE ANTIPATER TO SUCH A PASS AS TO BE HARDY ENOUGH TO ATTEMPT SUCH THINGS; THAT HE HAD BY HIS TESTAMENT IN WRITING DECLARED HIM HIS SUCCESSOR IN THE GOVERNMENT; AND WHILE HE WAS ALIVE, HE WAS IN NO RESPECT INFERIOR TO HIM, EITHER IN HIS ILLUSTRIOUS DIGNITY, OR IN POWER AND AUTHORITY, HE HAVING NO LESS THAN FIFTY TALENTS FOR HIS YEARLY INCOME, AND HAD RECEIVED FOR HIS JOURNEY TO ROME NO FEWER THAN THIRTY TALENTS. HE ALSO OBJECTED TO HIM THE CASE OF HIS BRETHREN WHOM HE HAD ACCUSED; AND IF THEY WERE GUILTY, HE HAD IMITATED THEIR EXAMPLE; AND IF NOT, HE HAD BROUGHT HIM GROUNDLESS ACCUSATIONS AGAINST HIS NEAR RELATIONS; FOR THAT HE HAD BEEN ACQUAINTED WITH ALL THOSE THINGS BY HIM, AND BY NOBODY ELSE, AND HAD DONE WHAT WAS DONE BY HIS APPROBATION, AND WHOM HE NOW ABSOLVED FROM ALL THAT WAS CRIMINAL, BY BECOMING THE INHERITOR OF THE GUILT OF SUCH THEIR PARRICIDE. 
4. WHEN HEROD HAD THUS SPOKEN, HE FELL A WEEPING, AND WAS NOT ABLE TO SAY ANY MORE; BUT AT HIS DESIRE NICOLAUS OF DAMASCUS, BEING THE KING'S FRIEND, AND ALWAYS CONVERSANT WITH HIM, AND ACQUAINTED WITH WHATSOEVER HE DID, AND WITH THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF HIS AFFAIRS, PROCEEDED TO WHAT REMAINED, AND EXPLAINED ALL THAT CONCERNED THE DEMONSTRATIONS AND EVIDENCES OF THE FACTS. UPON WHICH ANTIPATER, IN ORDER TO MAKE HIS LEGAL DEFENSE, TURNED HIMSELF TO HIS FATHER, AND ENLARGED UPON THE MANY INDICATIONS HE HAD GIVEN OF HIS GOOD-WILL TO HIM; AND INSTANCED IN THE HONORS THAT HAD BEEN DONE HIM, WHICH YET HAD NOT BEEN DONE, HAD HE NOT DESERVED THEM BY HIS VIRTUOUS CONCERN ABOUT HIM; FOR THAT HE HAD MADE PROVISION FOR EVERY THING THAT WAS FIT TO BE FORESEEN BEFOREHAND, AS TO GIVING HIM HIS WISEST ADVICE; AND WHENEVER THERE WAS OCCASION FOR THE LABOR OF HIS OWN HANDS, HE HAD NOT GRUDGED ANY SUCH PAINS FOR HIM. AND THAT IT WAS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE THAT HE, WHO HAD DELIVERED HIS FATHER FROM SO MANY TREACHEROUS CONTRIVANCES LAID AGAINST HIM, SHOULD BE HIMSELF IN A PLOT AGAINST HIM, AND SO LOSE ALL THE REPUTATION HE HAD GAINED FOR HIS VIRTUE, BY HIS WICKEDNESS WHICH SUCCEEDED IT; AND THIS WHILE HE HAD NOTHING TO PROHIBIT HIM, WHO WAS ALREADY APPOINTED HIS SUCCESSOR, TO ENJOY THE ROYAL HONOR WITH HIS FATHER ALSO AT PRESENT; AND THAT THERE WAS NO LIKELIHOOD THAT A PERSON WHO HAD THE ONE HALF OF THAT AUTHORITY WITHOUT ANY DANGER, AND WITH A GOOD CHARACTER, SHOULD HUNT AFTER THE WHOLE WITH INFAMY AND DANGER, AND THIS WHEN IT WAS DOUBTFUL WHETHER HE COULD OBTAIN IT OR NOT; AND WHEN HE SAW THE SAD EXAMPLE OF HIS BRETHREN BEFORE HIM, AND WAS BOTH THE INFORMER AND THE ACCUSER AGAINST THEM, AT A TIME WHEN THEY MIGHT NOT OTHERWISE HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED; NAY, WAS THE AUTHOR OF THE PUNISHMENT INFLICTED UPON THEM, WHEN IT APPEARED EVIDENTLY THAT THEY WERE GUILTY OF A WICKED ATTEMPT AGAINST THEIR FATHER; AND THAT EVEN THE CONTENTIONS THERE WERE IN THE KING'S FAMILY WERE INDICATIONS THAT HE HAD EVER MANAGED AFFAIRS OUT OF THE SINCEREST AFFECTION TO HIS FATHER. AND AS TO WHAT HE HAD DONE AT ROME, CAESAR WAS A WITNESS THERETO, WHO YET WAS NO MORE TO BE IMPOSED UPON THAN GOD HIMSELF; OF WHOSE OPINIONS HIS LETTERS SENT HITHER ARE SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE; AND THAT IT WAS NOT REASONABLE TO PREFER THE CALUMNIES OF SUCH AS PROPOSED TO RAISE DISTURBANCES BEFORE THOSE LETTERS; THE GREATEST PART OF WHICH CALUMNIES HAD BEEN RAISED DURING HIS ABSENCE, WHICH GAVE SCOPE TO HIS ENEMIES TO FORGE THEM, WHICH THEY HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO DO IF HE HAD BEEN THERE. MOREOVER, HE SHOWED THE WEAKNESS OF THE EVIDENCE OBTAINED BY TORTURE, WHICH WAS COMMONLY FALSE, BECAUSE THE DISTRESS MEN ARE IN UNDER SUCH TORTURES NATURALLY OBLIGES THEM TO SAY MANY THINGS IN ORDER TO PLEASE THOSE THAT GOVERN THEM. HE ALSO OFFERED HIMSELF TO THE TORTURE. 
5. HEREUPON THERE WAS A CHANGE OBSERVED IN THE ASSEMBLY, WHILE THEY GREATLY PITIED ANTIPATER, WHO BY WEEPING AND PUTTING ON A COUNTENANCE SUITABLE TO HIS SAD CASE MADE THEM COMMISERATE THE SAME, INSOMUCH THAT HIS VERY ENEMIES WERE MOVED TO COMPASSION; AND IT APPEARED PLAINLY THAT HEROD HIMSELF WAS AFFECTED IN HIS OWN MIND, ALTHOUGH HE WAS NOT WILLING IT SHOULD BE TAKEN NOTICE OF. THEN DID NICOLAUS BEGIN TO PROSECUTE WHAT THE KING HAD BEGUN, AND THAT WITH GREAT BITTERNESS; AND SUMMED UP ALL THE EVIDENCE WHICH AROSE FROM THE TORTURES, OR FROM THE TESTIMONIES. HE PRINCIPALLY AND LARGELY CRIED UP THE KING'S VIRTUES, WHICH HE HAD EXHIBITED IN THE MAINTENANCE AND EDUCATION OF HIS SONS; WHILE HE NEVER COULD GAIN ANY ADVANTAGE THEREBY, BUT STILL FELL FROM ONE MISFORTUNE TO ANOTHER. ALTHOUGH HE OWNED THAT HE WAS NOT SO MUCH SURPRISED WITH THAT THOUGHTLESS BEHAVIOR OF HIS FORMER SONS, WHO WERE BUT YOUNG, AND WERE BESIDES CORRUPTED BY WICKED COUNSELORS, WHO WERE THE OCCASION OF THEIR WIPING OUT OF THEIR MINDS THE RIGHTEOUS DICTATES OF NATURE, AND THIS OUT OF A DESIRE OF COMING TO THE GOVERNMENT SOONER THAN THEY OUGHT TO DO; YET THAT HE COULD NOT BUT JUSTLY STAND AMAZED AT THE HORRID WICKEDNESS OF ANTIPATER, WHO, ALTHOUGH HE HAD NOT ONLY HAD GREAT BENEFITS BESTOWED ON HIM BY HIS FATHER, ENOUGH TO TAME HIS REASON, YET COULD NOT BE MORE TAMED THAN THE MOST ENVENOMED SERPENTS; WHEREAS EVEN THOSE CREATURES ADMIT OF SOME MITIGATION, AND WILL NOT BITE THEIR BENEFACTORS, WHILE ANTIPATER HATH NOT LET THE MISFORTUNES OF HIS BRETHREN BE ANY HINDERANCE TO HIM, BUT HE HATH GONE ON TO IMITATE THEIR BARBARITY NOTWITHSTANDING. "YET WAST THOU, O ANTIPATER! (AS THOU HAST THYSELF CONFESSED,) THE INFORMER AS TO WHAT WICKED ACTIONS THEY HAD DONE, AND THE SEARCHER OUT OF THE EVIDENCE AGAINST THEM, AND THE AUTHOR OF THE PUNISHMENT THEY UNDERWENT UPON THEIR DETECTION. NOR DO WE SAY THIS AS ACCUSING THEE FOR BEING SO ZEALOUS IN THY ANGER AGAINST THEM, BUT ARE ASTONISHED AT THY ENDEAVORS TO IMITATE THEIR PROFLIGATE BEHAVIOR; AND WE DISCOVER THEREBY THAT THOU DIDST NOT ACT THUS FOR THE SAFETY OF THY FATHER, BUT FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THY BRETHREN, THAT BY SUCH OUTSIDE HATRED OF THEIR IMPIETY THOU MIGHTEST BE BELIEVED A LOVER OF THY FATHER, AND MIGHTEST THEREBY GET THEE POWER ENOUGH TO DO MISCHIEF WITH THE GREATEST IMPUNITY; WHICH DESIGN THY ACTIONS INDEED DEMONSTRATE. IT IS TRUE, THOU TOOKEST THY BRETHREN OFF, BECAUSE THOU DIDST CONVICT THEFT OF THEIR WICKED DESIGNS; BUT THOU DIDST NOT YIELD UP TO JUSTICE THOSE WHO WERE THEIR PARTNERS; AND THEREBY DIDST MAKE IT EVIDENT TO ALL MEN THAT THOU MADEST A COVENANT WITH THEM AGAINST THY FATHER, WHEN THOU CHOSEST TO BE THE ACCUSER OF THY BRETHREN, AS DESIROUS TO GAIN TO THYSELF ALONE THIS ADVANTAGE OF LAYING PLOTS TO KILL THY FATHER, AND SO TO ENJOY DOUBLE PLEASURE, WHICH IS TRULY WORTHY OF THY EVIL DISPOSITION, WHICH THOU HAS OPENLY SHOWED AGAINST THY BRETHREN; ON WHICH ACCOUNT THOU DIDST REJOICE, AS HAVING DONE A MOST FAMOUS EXPLOIT, NOR WAS THAT BEHAVIOR UNWORTHY OF THEE. BUT IF THY INTENTION WERE OTHERWISE, THOU ART WORSE THAN THEY: WHILE THOU DIDST CONTRIVE TO HIDE THY TREACHERY AGAINST THY FATHER, THOU DIDST HATE THEM, NOT AS PLOTTERS AGAINST THY FATHER, FOR IN THAT CASE THOU HADST NOT THYSELF FALLEN UPON THE LIKE CRIME, BUT AS SUCCESSORS OF HIS DOMINIONS, AND MORE-WORTHY OF THAT SUCCESSION THAN THYSELF. THOU WOULDST KILL THY FATHER AFTER THY BRETHREN, LEST THY LIES RAISED AGAINST THEM MIGHT BE DETECTED; AND LEST THOU SHOULDST SUFFER WHAT PUNISHMENT THOU HADST DESERVED, THOU HADST A MIND TO EXACT THAT PUNISHMENT OF THY UNHAPPY FATHER, AND DIDST DEVISE SUCH A SORT OF UNCOMMON PARRICIDE AS THE WORLD NEVER YET SAW. FOR THOU WHO ART HIS SON DIDST NOT ONLY LAY A TREACHEROUS DESIGN AGAINST THY FATHER, AND DIDST IT WHILE HE LOVED THEE, AND HAD BEEN THY BENEFACTOR, HAD MADE THEE IN REALITY HIS PARTNER IN THE KINGDOM, AND HAD OPENLY DECLARED THEE HIS SUCCESSOR, WHILE THOU WAST NOT FORBIDDEN TO TASTE THE SWEETNESS OF AUTHORITY ALREADY, AND HADST THE FIRM HOPE OF WHAT WAS FUTURE BY THY FATHER'S DETERMINATION, AND THE SECURITY OF A WRITTEN TESTAMENT; BUT, FOR CERTAIN, THOU DIDST NOT MEASURE THESE THINGS ACCORDING TO THY FATHER'S VARIOUS DISPOSITION, BUT ACCORDING TO THY OWN THOUGHTS AND INCLINATIONS; AND WAS DESIROUS TO TAKE THE PART THAT REMAINED AWAY FROM THY TOO INDULGENT FATHER, AND SOUGHTEST TO DESTROY HIM WITH THY DEEDS, WHOM THOU IN WORDS PRETENDEDST TO PRESERVE. NOR WAST THOU CONTENT TO BE WICKED THYSELF, BUT THOU FILLEDST THY MOTHER'S HEAD WITH THY DEVICES, AND RAISED DISTURBANCES AMONG THY BRETHREN, AND HADST THE BOLDNESS TO CALL THY FATHER A WILD BEAST; WHILE THOU HADST THYSELF A MIND MORE CRUEL THAN ANY SERPENT, WHENCE THOU SENTEST OUT THAT POISON AMONG THY NEAREST KINDRED AND GREATEST BENEFACTORS, AND INVITEDST THEM TO ASSIST THEE AND GUARD THEE, AND DIDST HEDGE THYSELF IN ON ALL SIDES, BY THE ARTIFICES OF BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, AGAINST AN OLD MAN, AS THOUGH THAT MIND OF THINE WAS NOT SUFFICIENT OF ITSELF TO SUPPORT SO GREAT A HATRED AS THOU BAREDST TO HIM. AND HERE THOU APPEAREST, AFTER THE TORTURES OF FREE-MEN, OF DOMESTICS, OF MEN AND WOMEN, WHICH HAVE BEEN EXAMINED ON THY ACCOUNT, AND AFTER THE INFORMATION’S OF THY FELLOW CONSPIRATORS, AS MAKING HASTE TO CONTRADICT THE TRUTH; AND HAST THOUGHT ON WAYS NOT ONLY HOW TO TAKE THY FATHER OUT OF THE WORLD, BUT TO DISANNUL THAT WRITTEN LAW WHICH IS AGAINST THEE, AND THE VIRTUE OF VARUS, AND THE NATURE OF JUSTICE; NAY, SUCH IS THAT IMPUDENCE OF THINE ON WHICH THOU CONFIDEST, THAT THOU DESIREST TO BE PUT TO THE TORTURE THYSELF, WHILE THOU ALLEGEST THAT THE TORTURES OF THOSE ALREADY EXAMINED THEREBY HAVE MADE THEM TELL LIES; THAT THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN THE DELIVERERS OF THY FATHER MAY NOT BE ALLOWED TO HAVE SPOKEN THE TRUTH; BUT THAT THY TORTURES MAY BE ESTEEMED THE DISCOVERERS OF TRUTH. WILT NOT THOU, O VARUS! DELIVER THE KING FROM THE INJURIES OF HIS KINDRED? WILT NOT THOU DESTROY THIS WICKED WILD BEAST, WHICH HATH PRETENDED KINDNESS TO HIS FATHER, IN ORDER TO DESTROY HIS BRETHREN; WHILE YET HE IS HIMSELF ALONE READY TO CARRY OFF THE KINGDOM IMMEDIATELY, AND APPEARS TO BE THE MOST BLOODY BUTCHER TO HIM OF THEM ALL? FOR THOU ART SENSIBLE THAT PARRICIDE IS A GENERAL INJURY BOTH TO NATURE AND TO COMMON LIFE, AND THAT THE INTENTION OF PARRICIDE IS NOT INFERIOR TO ITS PERPETRATION; AND HE WHO DOES NOT PUNISH IT IS INJURIOUS TO NATURE ITSELF." 
6. NICOLAUS ADDED FURTHER WHAT BELONGED TO ANTIPATER'S MOTHER, AND WHATSOEVER SHE HAD PRATTLED LIKE A WOMAN; AS ALSO ABOUT THE PREDICTIONS AND THE SACRIFICES RELATING TO THE KING; AND WHATSOEVER ANTIPATER HAD DONE LASCIVIOUSLY IN HIS CUPS AND HIS AMOURS AMONG PHERORAS'S WOMEN; THE EXAMINATION UPON TORTURE; AND WHATSOEVER CONCERNED THE TESTIMONIES OF THE WITNESSES, WHICH WERE MANY, AND OF VARIOUS KINDS; SOME PREPARED BEFOREHAND, AND OTHERS WERE SUDDEN ANSWERS, WHICH FURTHER DECLARED AND CONFIRMED THE FOREGOING EVIDENCE. FOR THOSE MEN WHO WERE NOT ACQUAINTED WITH ANTIPATER'S PRACTICES, BUT HAD CONCEALED THEM OUT OF FEAR, WHEN THEY SAW THAT HE WAS EXPOSED TO THE ACCUSATIONS OF THE FORMER WITNESSES, AND THAT HIS GREAT GOOD FORTUNE, WHICH HAD SUPPORTED HIM HITHERTO, HAD NOW EVIDENTLY BETRAYED HIM INTO THE HANDS OF HIS ENEMIES, WHO WERE NOW INSATIABLE IN THEIR HATRED TO HIM, TOLD ALL THEY KNEW OF HIM. AND HIS RUIN WAS NOW HASTENED, NOT SO MUCH BY THE ENMITY OF THOSE THAT WERE HIS ACCUSERS, AS BY HIS GROSS, AND IMPUDENT, AND WICKED CONTRIVANCES, AND BY HIS ILL-WILL TO HIS FATHER AND HIS BRETHREN; WHILE HE HAD FILLED THEIR HOUSE WITH DISTURBANCE, AND CAUSED THEM TO MURDER ONE ANOTHER; AND WAS NEITHER FAIR IN HIS HATRED, NOR KIND IN HIS FRIENDSHIP, BUT JUST SO FAR AS SERVED HIS OWN TURN. NOW THERE WERE A GREAT NUMBER WHO FOR A LONG TIME BEFOREHAND HAD SEEN ALL THIS, AND ESPECIALLY SUCH AS WERE NATURALLY DISPOSED TO JUDGE OF MATTERS BY THE RULES OF VIRTUE, BECAUSE THEY WERE USED TO DETERMINE ABOUT AFFAIRS WITHOUT PASSION, BUT HAD BEEN RESTRAINED FROM MAKING ANY OPEN COMPLAINTS BEFORE; THESE, UPON THE LEAVE NOW GIVEN THEM, PRODUCED ALL THAT THEY KNEW BEFORE THE PUBLIC. THE DEMONSTRATIONS ALSO OF THESE WICKED FACTS COULD NO WAY BE DISPROVED, BECAUSE THE MANY WITNESSES THERE WERE DID NEITHER SPEAK OUT OF FAVOR TO HEROD, NOR WERE THEY OBLIGED TO KEEP WHAT THEY HAD TO SAY SILENT, OUT OF SUSPICION OF ANY DANGER THEY WERE IN; BUT THEY SPOKE WHAT THEY KNEW, BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT SUCH ACTIONS VERY WICKED, AND THAT ANTIPATER DESERVED THE GREATEST PUNISHMENT; AND INDEED NOT SO MUCH FOR HEROD'S SAFETY, AS ON ACCOUNT OF THE MAN'S OWN WICKEDNESS. MANY THINGS WERE ALSO SAID, AND THOSE BY A GREAT NUMBER OF PERSONS, WHO WERE NO WAY OBLIGED TO SAY THEM, INSOMUCH THAT ANTIPATER, WHO USED GENERALLY TO BE VERY SHREWD IN HIS LIES AND IMPUDENCE, WAS NOT ABLE TO SAY ONE WORD TO THE CONTRARY. WHEN NICOLAUS HAD LEFT OFF SPEAKING, AND HAD PRODUCED THE EVIDENCE, VARUS BID ANTIPATER TO BETAKE HIMSELF TO THE MAKING HIS DEFENSE, IF HE HAD PREPARED ANY THING WHEREBY IT MIGHT APPEAR THAT HE WAS NOT GUILTY OF THE CRIMES HE WAS ACCUSED OF; FOR THAT, AS HE WAS HIMSELF DESIROUS, SO DID HE KNOW THAT HIS FATHER WAS IN LIKE MANNER DESIROUS ALSO, TO HAVE HIM FOUND ENTIRELY INNOCENT. BUT ANTIPATER FELL DOWN ON HIS FACE, AND APPEALED TO GOD AND TO ALL MEN FOR TESTIMONIALS OF HIS INNOCENCY, DESIRING THAT GOD WOULD DECLARE, BY SOME EVIDENT SIGNALS, THAT HE HAD NOT LAID ANY PLOT AGAINST HIS FATHER. THIS BEING THE USUAL METHOD OF ALL MEN DESTITUTE OF VIRTUE, THAT WHEN THEY SET ABOUT ANY WICKED UNDERTAKINGS, THEY FALL TO WORK ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN INCLINATIONS, AS IF THEY BELIEVED THAT GOD WAS UNCONCERNED IN HUMAN AFFAIRS; BUT WHEN ONCE THEY ARE FOUND OUT, AND ARE IN DANGER OF UNDERGOING THE PUNISHMENT DUE TO THEIR CRIMES, THEY ENDEAVOR TO OVERTHROW ALL THE EVIDENCE AGAINST THEM BY APPEALING TO GOD; WHICH WAS THE VERY THING WHICH ANTIPATER NOW DID; FOR WHEREAS HE HAD DONE EVERYTHING AS IF THERE WERE NO GOD IN THE WORLD, WHEN HE WAS ON ALL SIDES DISTRESSED BY JUSTICE, AND WHEN HE HAD NO OTHER ADVANTAGE TO EXPECT FROM ANY LEGAL PROOFS, BY WHICH HE MIGHT DISPROVE THE ACCUSATIONS LAID AGAINST HIM, HE IMPUDENTLY ABUSED THE MAJESTY OF GOD, AND ASCRIBED IT TO HIS POWER THAT HE HAD BEEN PRESERVED HITHERTO; AND PRODUCED BEFORE THEM ALL WHAT DIFFICULTIES HE HAD EVER UNDERGONE IN HIS BOLD ACTING FOR HIS FATHER'S PRESERVATION. 
7. SO WHEN VARUS, UPON ASKING ANTIPATER WHAT HE HAD TO SAY FOR HIMSELF, FOUND THAT HE HAD NOTHING TO SAY BESIDES HIS APPEAL TO GOD, AND SAW THAT THERE WAS NO END OF THAT, HE BID THEM BRING THE POTION BEFORE THE COURT, THAT HE MIGHT SEE WHAT VIRTUE STILL REMAINED IN IT; AND WHEN IT WAS BROUGHT, AND ONE THAT WAS CONDEMNED TO DIE HAD DRANK IT BY VARUS'S COMMAND, HE DIED PRESENTLY. THEN VARUS GOT UP, AND DEPARTED OUT OF THE COURT, AND WENT AWAY THE DAY FOLLOWING TO ANTIOCH, WHERE HIS USUAL RESIDENCE WAS, BECAUSE THAT WAS THE PALACE OF THE SYRIANS; UPON WHICH HEROD LAID HIS SON IN BONDS. BUT WHAT WERE VARUS'S DISCOURSES TO HEROD WAS NOT KNOWN TO THE GENERALITY, AND UPON WHAT WORDS IT WAS THAT HE WENT AWAY; THOUGH IT WAS ALSO GENERALLY SUPPOSED THAT WHATSOEVER HEROD DID AFTERWARD ABOUT HIS SON WAS DONE WITH HIS APPROBATION. BUT WHEN HEROD HAD BOUND HIS SON, HE SENT LETTERS TO ROME TO CAESAR ABOUT HIM, AND SUCH MESSENGERS WITHAL AS SHOULD, BY WORD OF MOUTH, INFORM CAESAR OF ANTIPATER'S WICKEDNESS. NOW AT THIS VERY TIME THERE WAS SEIZED A LETTER OF ANTIPHILUS, WRITTEN TO ANTIPATER OUT OF EGYPT (FOR HE LIVED THERE); AND WHEN IT WAS OPENED BY THE KING, IT WAS FOUND TO CONTAIN WHAT FOLLOWS: "I HAVE SENT THEE ACME'S LETTER, AND HAZARDED MY OWN LIFE; FOR THOU KNOWEST THAT I AM IN DANGER FROM TWO FAMILIES, IF I BE DISCOVERED. I WISH THEE GOOD SUCCESS IN THY AFFAIR." THESE WERE THE CONTENTS OF THIS LETTER; BUT THE KING MADE INQUIRY ABOUT THE OTHER LETTER ALSO, FOR IT DID NOT APPEAR; AND ANTIPHILUS'S SLAVE, WHO BROUGHT THAT LETTER WHICH HAD BEEN READ, DENIED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED THE OTHER. BUT WHILE THE KING WAS IN DOUBT ABOUT IT, ONE OF HEROD'S FRIENDS SEEING A SEAM UPON THE INNER COAT OF THE SLAVE, AND A DOUBLING OF THE CLOTH, (FOR HE HAD TWO COATS ON,) HE GUESSED THAT THE LETTER MIGHT BE WITHIN THAT DOUBLING; WHICH ACCORDINGLY PROVED TO BE TRUE. SO, THEY TOOK OUT THE LETTER, AND ITS CONTENTS WERE THESE: "ACME TO ANTIPATER. I HAVE WRITTEN SUCH A LETTER TO THY FATHER AS THOU DESIREDST ME. I HAVE ALSO TAKEN A COPY AND SENT IT, AS IF IT CAME FROM SALOME, TO MY LADY [LIVIA]; WHICH, WHEN THOU READEST, I KNOW THAT HEROD WILL PUNISH SALOME, AS PLOTTING AGAINST HIM?' NOW THIS PRETENDED LETTER OF SALOME TO HER LADY WAS COMPOSED BY ANTIPATER, IN THE NAME OF SALOME, AS TO ITS MEANING, BUT IN THE WORDS OF ACME. THE LETTER WAS THIS: "ACME TO KING HEROD. I HAVE DONE MY ENDEAVOR THAT NOTHING THAT IS DONE AGAINST THEE SHOULD BE CONCEALED FROM THEE. SO, UPON MY FINDING A LETTER OF SALOME WRITTEN TO MY LADY AGAINST THEE, I HAVE WRITTEN OUT A COPY, AND SENT IT TO THEE; WITH HAZARD TO MYSELF, BUT FOR THY ADVANTAGE. THE REASON WHY SHE WROTE IT WAS THIS, THAT SHE HAD A MIND TO BE MARRIED TO SYLLEUS. DO THOU THEREFORE TEAR THIS LETTER IN PIECES, THAT I MAY NOT COME INTO DANGER OF MY LIFE." NOW ACME HAD WRITTEN TO ANTIPATER HIMSELF, AND INFORMED HIM, THAT, IN COMPLIANCE WITH HIS COMMAND, SHE HAD BOTH HERSELF WRITTEN TO HEROD, AS IF SALOME HAD LAID A SUDDEN PLOT ENTIRELY AGAINST HIM, AND HAD HERSELF SENT A COPY OF AN EPISTLE, AS COMING FROM SALOME TO HER LADY. NOW ACME WAS A JEW BY BIRTH, AND A SERVANT TO JULIA, CAESAR'S WIFE; AND DID THIS OUT OF HER FRIENDSHIP FOR ANTIPATER, AS HAVING BEEN CORRUPTED BY HIM WITH A LARGE PRESENT OF MONEY, TO ASSIST IN HIS PERNICIOUS DESIGNS AGAINST HIS FATHER AND HIS AUNT. 
8. HEREUPON HEROD WAS SO AMAZED AT THE PRODIGIOUS WICKEDNESS OF ANTIPATER, THAT HE WAS READY TO HAVE ORDERED HIM TO BE SLAIN IMMEDIATELY, AS A TURBULENT PERSON IN THE MOST IMPORTANT CONCERNS, AND AS ONE THAT HAD LAID A PLOT NOT ONLY AGAINST HIMSELF, BUT AGAINST HIS SISTER ALSO, AND EVEN CORRUPTED CAESAR'S OWN DOMESTICS. SALOME ALSO PROVOKED HIM TO IT, BEATING HER BREAST, AND BIDDING HIM KILL HER, IF HE COULD PRODUCE ANY CREDIBLE TESTIMONY THAT SHE HAD ACTED IN THAT MANNER. HEROD ALSO SENT FOR HIS SON, AND ASKED HIM ABOUT THIS MATTER, AND BID HIM CONTRADICT IF HE COULD, AND NOT SUPPRESS ANY THING HE HAD TO SAY FOR HIMSELF; AND WHEN HE HAD NOT ONE WORD TO SAY, HE ASKED HIM, SINCE HE WAS EVERY WAY CAUGHT IN HIS VILLAINY, THAT HE WOULD MAKE NO FURTHER DELAY, BUT DISCOVER HIS ASSOCIATES IN THESE HIS WICKED DESIGNS. SO, HE LAID ALL UPON ANTIPHILUS, BUT DISCOVERED NOBODY ELSE. HEREUPON HEROD WAS IN SUCH GREAT GRIEF, THAT HE WAS READY TO SEND HIS SON TO ROME TO CAESAR, THERE TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THESE HIS WICKED CONTRIVANCES. BUT HE SOON BECAME AFRAID, LEST HE MIGHT THERE, BY THE ASSISTANCE OF HIS FRIENDS, ESCAPE THE DANGER HE WAS IN; SO, HE KEPT HIM BOUND AS BEFORE, AND SENT MORE AMBASSADORS AND LETTERS [TO ROME] TO ACCUSE HIS SON, AND AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT ASSISTANCE ACME HAD GIVEN HIM IN HIS WICKED DESIGNS, WITH COPIES OF THE EPISTLES BEFORE MENTIONED.
CHAPTER 6. CONCERNING THE DISEASE THAT HEROD FELL INTO AND THE SEDITION WHICH THE JEWS RAISED THEREUPON; WITH THE PUNISHMENT OF THE SEDITIOUS. 
1. NOW HEROD'S AMBASSADORS MADE HASTE TO ROME; BUT SENT, AS INSTRUCTED BEFOREHAND, WHAT ANSWERS THEY WERE TO MAKE TO THE QUESTIONS PUT TO THEM. THEY ALSO CARRIED THE EPISTLES WITH THEM. BUT HEROD NOW FELL INTO A DISTEMPER, AND MADE HIS WILL, AND BEQUEATHED HIS KINGDOM TO [ANTIPAS], HIS YOUNGEST SON; AND THIS OUT OF THAT HATRED TO ARCHCLAUS AND PHILIP, WHICH THE CALUMNIES OF ANTIPATER HAD RAISED AGAINST THEM. HE ALSO BEQUEATHED A THOUSAND TALENTS TO CAESAR, AND FIVE HUNDRED TO JULIA, CAESAR'S WIFE, TO CAESAR'S CHILDREN, AND FRIENDS AND FREED-MEN. HE ALSO DISTRIBUTED AMONG HIS SONS AND THEIR SONS HIS MONEY, HIS REVENUES, AND HIS LANDS. HE ALSO MADE SALOME HIS SISTER VERY RICH, BECAUSE SHE HAD CONTINUED FAITHFUL TO HIM IN ALL HIS CIRCUMSTANCES, AND WAS NEVER SO RASH AS TO DO HIM ANY HARM; AND AS HE DESPAIRED OF RECOVERING, FOR HE WAS ABOUT THE SEVENTIETH YEAR OF HIS AGE, HE GREW FIERCE, AND INDULGED THE BITTEREST ANGER UPON ALL OCCASIONS; THE CAUSE WHEREOF WAS THIS, THAT HE THOUGHT HIMSELF DESPISED, AND THAT THE NATION WAS PLEASED WITH HIS MISFORTUNES; BESIDES WHICH, HE RESENTED A SEDITION WHICH SOME OF THE LOWER SORT OF MEN EXCITED AGAINST HIM, THE OCCASION OF WHICH WAS AS FOLLOWS. 
2. THERE WAS ONE JUDAS, THE SON OF SARIPHEUS, AND MATTBIAS, THE SON OF MARGALOTHUS, TWO OF THE MOST ELOQUENT MEN AMONG THE JEWS, AND THE MOST CELEBRATED INTERPRETERS OF THE JEWISH LAWS, AND MEN WELL BELOVED BY THE PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF THEIR EDUCATION OF THEIR YOUTH; FOR ALL THOSE THAT WERE STUDIOUS OF VIRTUE FREQUENTED THEIR LECTURES EVERY DAY. THESE MEN, WHEN THEY FOUND THAT THE KING'S DISTEMPER WAS INCURABLE, EXCITED THE YOUNG MEN THAT THEY WOULD PULL DOWN ALL THOSE WORKS WHICH THE KING HAD ERECTED CONTRARY TO THE LAW OF THEIR FATHERS, AND THEREBY OBTAIN THE REWARDS WHICH THE LAW WILL CONFER ON THEM FOR SUCH ACTIONS OF PIETY; FOR THAT IT WAS TRULY ON ACCOUNT OF HEROD'S RASHNESS IN MAKING SUCH THINGS AS THE LAW HAD FORBIDDEN, THAT HIS OTHER MISFORTUNES, AND THIS DISTEMPER ALSO, WHICH WAS SO UNUSUAL AMONG MANKIND, AND WITH WHICH HE WAS NOW AFFLICTED, CAME UPON HIM; FOR HEROD HAD CAUSED SUCH THINGS TO BE MADE WHICH WERE CONTRARY TO THE LAW, OF WHICH HE WAS ACCUSED BY JUDAS AND MATTHIAS; FOR THE KING HAD ERECTED OVER THE GREAT GATE OF THE TEMPLE A LARGE GOLDEN EAGLE, OF GREAT VALUE, AND HAD DEDICATED IT TO THE TEMPLE. NOW THE LAW FORBIDS THOSE THAT PROPOSE TO LIVE ACCORDING TO IT, TO ERECT IMAGES OR REPRESENTATIONS OF ANY LIVING CREATURE. SO THESE WISE MEN PERSUADED [THEIR SCHOLARS] TO PULL DOWN THE GOLDEN EAGLE; ALLEGING, THAT ALTHOUGH THEY SHOULD INCUR ANY DANGER, WHICH MIGHT BRING THEM TO THEIR DEATHS, THE VIRTUE OF THE ACTION NOW PROPOSED TO THEM WOULD APPEAR MUCH MORE ADVANTAGEOUS TO THEM THAN THE PLEASURES OF LIFE; SINCE THEY WOULD DIE FOR THE PRESERVATION AND OBSERVATION OF THE LAW OF THEIR FATHERS; SINCE THEY WOULD ALSO ACQUIRE AN EVERLASTING FAME AND COMMENDATION; SINCE THEY WOULD BE BOTH COMMENDED BY THE PRESENT GENERATION, AND LEAVE AN EXAMPLE OF LIFE THAT WOULD NEVER BE FORGOTTEN TO POSTERITY; SINCE THAT COMMON CALAMITY OF DYING CANNOT BE AVOIDED BY OUR LIVING SO AS TO ESCAPE ANY SUCH DANGERS; THAT THEREFORE IT IS A RIGHT THING FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN LOVE WITH A VIRTUOUS CONDUCT, TO WAIT FOR THAT FATAL HOUR BY SUCH BEHAVIOR AS MAY CARRY THEM OUT OF THE WORLD WITH PRAISE AND HONOR; AND THAT THIS WILL ALLEVIATE DEATH TO A GREAT DEGREE, THUS TO COME AT IT BY THE PERFORMANCE OF BRAVE ACTIONS, WHICH BRING US INTO DANGER OF IT; AND AT THE SAME TIME TO LEAVE THAT REPUTATION BEHIND THEM TO THEIR CHILDREN, AND TO ALL THEIR RELATIONS, WHETHER THEY BE MEN OR WOMEN, WHICH WILL BE OF GREAT ADVANTAGE TO THEM AFTERWARD. 
3. AND WITH SUCH DISCOURSES AS THIS DID THESE MEN EXCITE THE YOUNG MEN TO THIS ACTION; AND A REPORT BEING COME TO THEM THAT THE KING WAS DEAD, THIS WAS AN ADDITION TO THE WISE MEN'S PERSUASIONS; SO, IN THE VERY MIDDLE OF THE DAY, THEY GOT UPON THE PLACE, THEY PULLED DOWN THE EAGLE, AND CUT IT INTO PIECES WITH AXES, WHILE A GREAT NUMBER OF THE PEOPLE WERE IN THE TEMPLE. AND NOW THE KING'S CAPTAIN, UPON HEARING WHAT THE UNDERTAKING WAS, AND SUPPOSING IT WAS A THING OF A HIGHER NATURE THAN IT PROVED TO BE, CAME UP THITHER, HAVING A GREAT BAND OF SOLDIERS WITH HIM, SUCH AS WAS SUFFICIENT TO PUT A STOP TO THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE WHO PULLED DOWN WHAT WAS DEDICATED TO GOD; SO HE FELL UPON THEM UNEXPECTEDLY, AND AS THEY WERE UPON THIS BOLD ATTEMPT, IN A FOOLISH PRESUMPTION RATHER THAN A CAUTIOUS CIRCUMSPECTION, AS IS USUAL WITH THE MULTITUDE, AND WHILE THEY WERE IN DISORDER, AND INCAUTIOUS OF WHAT WAS FOR THEIR ADVANTAGE; SO HE CAUGHT NO FEWER THAN FORTY OF THE YOUNG MEN, WHO HAD THE COURAGE TO STAY BEHIND WHEN THE REST RAN AWAY, TOGETHER WITH THE AUTHORS OF THIS BOLD ATTEMPT, JUDAS AND MATTHIUS, WHO THOUGHT IT AN IGNOMINIOUS THING TO RETIRE UPON HIS APPROACH, AND LED THEM TO THE KING. AND WHEN THEY WERE COME TO THE KING, AND HE ASKED THEM IF THEY HAD BEEN SO BOLD AS TO PULL DOWN WHAT HE HAD DEDICATED TO GOD, "YES, (SAID THEY,) WHAT WAS CONTRIVED WE CONTRIVED, AND WHAT HATH BEEN PERFORMED WE PERFORMED IT, AND THAT WITH SUCH A VIRTUOUS COURAGE AS BECOMES MEN; FOR WE HAVE GIVEN OUR ASSISTANCE TO THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE DEDICATED TO THE MAJESTY OF GOD, AND WE HAVE PROVIDED FOR WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED BY HEARING THE LAW; AND IT OUGHT NOT TO BE WONDERED AT, IF WE ESTEEM THOSE LAWS WHICH MOSES HAD SUGGESTED TO HIM, AND WERE TAUGHT HIM BY GOD, AND WHICH HE WROTE AND LEFT BEHIND HIM, MORE WORTHY OF OBSERVATION THAN THY COMMANDS. ACCORDINGLY, WE WILL UNDERGO DEATH, AND ALL SORTS OF PUNISHMENTS WHICH THOU CANST INFLICT UPON US, WITH PLEASURE, SINCE WE ARE CONSCIOUS TO OURSELVES THAT WE SHALL DIE, NOT FOR ANY UNRIGHTEOUS ACTIONS, BUT FOR OUR LOVE TO RELIGION." AND THUS, THEY ALL SAID, AND THEIR COURAGE WAS STILL EQUAL TO THEIR PROFESSION, AND EQUAL TO THAT WITH WHICH THEY READILY SET ABOUT THIS UNDERTAKING. AND WHEN THE KING HAD ORDERED THEM TO BE BOUND, HE SENT THEM TO JERICHO, AND CALLED TOGETHER THE PRINCIPAL MEN AMONG THE JEWS; AND WHEN THEY WERE COME, HE MADE THEM ASSEMBLE IN THE THEATER, AND BECAUSE HE COULD NOT HIMSELF STAND, HE LAY UPON A COUCH, AND ENUMERATED THE MANY LABORS THAT HE HAD LONG ENDURED ON THEIR ACCOUNT, AND HIS BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, AND WHAT A VAST CHARGE THAT WAS TO HIM; WHILE THE ASAMONEANS, DURING THE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF THEIR GOVERNMENT, HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO PERFORM ANY SO GREAT A WORK FOR THE HONOR OF GOD AS THAT WAS; THAT HE HAD ALSO ADORNED IT WITH VERY VALUABLE DONATIONS, ON WHICH ACCOUNT HE HOPED THAT HE HAD LEFT HIMSELF A MEMORIAL, AND PROCURED HIMSELF A REPUTATION AFTER HIS DEATH. HE THEN CRIED OUT, THAT THESE MEN HAD NOT ABSTAINED FROM AFFRONTING HIM, EVEN IN HIS LIFETIME, BUT THAT IN THE VERY DAY TIME, AND IN THE SIGHT OF THE MULTITUDE, THEY HAD ABUSED HIM TO THAT DEGREE, AS TO FALL UPON WHAT HE HAD DEDICATED, AND IN THAT WAY OF ABUSE HAD PULLED IT DOWN TO THE GROUND. THEY PRETENDED, INDEED, THAT THEY DID IT TO AFFRONT HIM; BUT IF ANY ONE CONSIDER THE THING TRULY, THEY WILL FIND THAT THEY WERE GUILTY OF SACRILEGE AGAINST GOD THEREIN. 
4. BUT THE PEOPLE, ON ACCOUNT OF HEROD'S BARBAROUS TEMPER, AND FOR FEAR HE SHOULD BE SO CRUEL AND TO INFLICT PUNISHMENT ON THEM, SAID WHAT WAS DONE WAS DONE WITHOUT THEIR APPROBATION, AND THAT IT SEEMED TO THEM THAT THE ACTORS MIGHT WELL BE PUNISHED FOR WHAT THEY HAD DONE. BUT AS FOR HEROD, HE DEALT MORE MILDLY WITH OTHERS [OF THE ASSEMBLY] BUT HE DEPRIVED MATTHIAS OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AS IN PART AN OCCASION OF THIS ACTION, AND MADE JOAZAR, WHO WAS MATTHIAS'S WIFE'S BROTHER, HIGH PRIEST IN HIS STEAD. NOW IT HAPPENED, THAT DURING THE TIME OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD OF THIS MATTHIAS, THERE WAS ANOTHER PERSON MADE HIGH PRIEST FOR A SINGLE DAY, THAT VERY DAY WHICH THE JEWS OBSERVED AS A FAST. THE OCCASION WAS THIS: THIS MATTHIAS THE HIGH PRIEST, ON THE NIGHT BEFORE THAT DAY WHEN THE FAST WAS TO BE CELEBRATED, SEEMED, IN A DREAM, TO HAVE CONVERSATION WITH HIS WIFE; AND BECAUSE HE COULD NOT OFFICIATE HIMSELF ON THAT ACCOUNT, JOSEPH, THE SON OF ELLEMUS, HIS KINSMAN, ASSISTED HIM IN THAT SACRED OFFICE. BUT HEROD DEPRIVED THIS MATTHIAS OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND BURNT THE OTHER MATTHIAS, WHO HAD RAISED THE SEDITION, WITH HIS COMPANIONS, ALIVE. AND THAT VERY NIGHT THERE WAS AN ECLIPSE OF THE MOON. 
5. BUT NOW HEROD'S DISTEMPER GREATLY INCREASED UPON HIM AFTER A SEVERE MANNER, AND THIS BY GOD'S JUDGMENT UPON HIM FOR HIS SINS; FOR A FIRE GLOWED IN HIM SLOWLY, WHICH DID NOT SO MUCH APPEAR TO THE TOUCH OUTWARDLY, AS IT AUGMENTED HIS PAINS INWARDLY; FOR IT BROUGHT UPON HIM A VEHEMENT APPETITE TO EATING, WHICH HE COULD NOT AVOID TO SUPPLY WITH ONE SORT OF FOOD OR OTHER. HIS ENTRAILS WERE ALSO EXULCERATED, AND THE CHIEF VIOLENCE OF HIS PAIN LAY ON HIS COLON; AN AQUEOUS AND TRANSPARENT LIQUOR ALSO HAD SETTLED ITSELF ABOUT HIS FEET, AND A LIKE MATTER AFFLICTED HIM AT THE BOTTOM OF HIS BELLY. NAY, FURTHER, HIS PRIVY-MEMBER WAS PUTREFIED, AND PRODUCED WORMS; AND WHEN HE SAT UPRIGHT, HE HAD A DIFFICULTY OF BREATHING, WHICH WAS VERY LOATHSOME, ON ACCOUNT OF THE STENCH OF HIS BREATH, AND THE QUICKNESS OF ITS RETURNS; HE HAD ALSO CONVULSIONS IN ALL PARTS OF HIS BODY, WHICH INCREASED HIS STRENGTH TO AN INSUFFERABLE DEGREE. IT WAS SAID BY THOSE WHO PRETENDED TO DIVINE, AND WHO WERE ENDUED WITH WISDOM TO FORETELL SUCH THINGS, THAT GOD INFLICTED THIS PUNISHMENT ON THE KING ON ACCOUNT OF HIS GREAT IMPIETY; YET WAS HE STILL IN HOPES OF RECOVERING, THOUGH HIS AFFLICTIONS SEEMED GREATER THAN ANY ONE COULD BEAR. HE ALSO SENT FOR PHYSICIANS, AND DID NOT REFUSE TO FOLLOW WHAT THEY PRESCRIBED FOR HIS ASSISTANCE, AND WENT BEYOND THE RIVER JORDAN, AND BATHED HIMSELF IN THE WARM BATHS THAT WERE AT CALLIRRHOE, WHICH, BESIDES THEIR OTHER GENERAL VIRTUES, WERE ALSO FIT TO DRINK; WHICH WATER RUNS INTO THE LAKE CALLED ASPHALTIRIS. AND WHEN THE PHYSICIANS ONCE THOUGHT FIT TO HAVE HIM BATHED IN A VESSEL FULL OF OIL, IT WAS SUPPOSED THAT HE WAS JUST DYING; BUT UPON THE LAMENTABLE CRIES OF HIS DOMESTICS, HE REVIVED; AND HAVING NO LONGER THE LEAST HOPES OF RECOVERING, HE GAVE ORDER THAT EVERY SOLDIER SHOULD BE PAID FIFTY DRACHMAE; AND HE ALSO GAVE A GREAT DEAL TO THEIR COMMANDERS, AND TO HIS FRIENDS, AND CAME AGAIN TO JERICHO, WHERE HE GREW SO CHOLERIC, THAT IT BROUGHT HIM TO DO ALL THINGS LIKE A MADMAN; AND THOUGH HE WERE NEAR HIS DEATH, HE CONTRIVED THE FOLLOWING WICKED DESIGNS. HE COMMANDED THAT ALL THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF THE ENTIRE JEWISH NATION, WHERESOEVER THEY LIVED, SHOULD BE CALLED TO HIM. ACCORDINGLY, THEY WERE A GREAT NUMBER THAT CAME, BECAUSE THE WHOLE NATION WAS CALLED, AND ALL MEN HEARD OF THIS CALL, AND DEATH WAS THE PENALTY OF SUCH AS SHOULD DESPISE THE EPISTLES THAT WERE SENT TO CALL THEM. AND NOW THE KING WAS IN A WILD RAGE AGAINST THEM ALL, THE INNOCENT AS WELL AS THOSE THAT HAD AFFORDED GROUND FOR ACCUSATIONS; AND WHEN THEY WERE COME, HE ORDERED THEM TO BE ALL SHUT UP IN THE HIPPODROME, AND SENT FOR HIS SISTER SALOME, AND HER HUSBAND ALEXAS, AND SPOKE THUS TO THEM: "I SHALL DIE IN A LITTLE TIME, SO GREAT ARE MY PAINS; WHICH DEATH OUGHT TO BE CHEERFULLY BORNE, AND TO BE WELCOMED BY ALL MEN; BUT WHAT PRINCIPALLY TROUBLES ME IS THIS, THAT I SHALL DIE WITHOUT BEING LAMENTED, AND WITHOUT SUCH MOURNING AS MEN USUALLY EXPECT AT A KING'S DEATH. FOR THAT HE WAS NOT UNACQUAINTED WITH THE TEMPER OF THE JEWS, THAT HIS DEATH WOULD BE A THING VERY DESIRABLE, AND EXCEEDINGLY ACCEPTABLE TO THEM, BECAUSE DURING HIS LIFETIME THEY WERE READY TO REVOLT FROM HIM, AND TO ABUSE THE DONATIONS HE HAD DEDICATED TO GOD THAT IT THEREFORE WAS THEIR BUSINESS TO RESOLVE TO AFFORD HIM SOME ALLEVIATION OF HIS GREAT SORROWS ON THIS OCCASION; FOR THAT IF THEY DO NOT REFUSE HIM THEIR CONSENT IN WHAT HE DESIRES, HE SHALL HAVE A GREAT MOURNING AT HIS FUNERAL, AND SUCH AS NEVER HAD ANY KING BEFORE HIM; FOR THEN THE WHOLE NATION WOULD MOURN FROM THEIR VERY SOUL, WHICH OTHERWISE WOULD BE DONE IN SPORT AND MOCKERY ONLY. HE DESIRED THEREFORE, THAT AS SOON AS THEY SEE HE HATH GIVEN UP THE GHOST, THEY SHALL PLACE SOLDIERS ROUND THE HIPPODROME, WHILE THEY DO NOT KNOW THAT HE IS DEAD; AND THAT THEY SHALL NOT DECLARE HIS DEATH TO THE MULTITUDE TILL THIS IS DONE, BUT THAT THEY SHALL GIVE ORDERS TO HAVE THOSE THAT ARE IN CUSTODY SHOT WITH THEIR DARTS; AND THAT THIS SLAUGHTER OF THEM ALL WILL CAUSE THAT HE SHALL NOT MISS TO REJOICE ON A DOUBLE ACCOUNT; THAT AS HE IS DYING, THEY WILL MAKE HIM SECURE THAT HIS WILL SHALL BE EXECUTED IN WHAT HE CHARGES THEM TO DO; AND THAT HE SHALL HAVE THE HONOR OF A MEMORABLE MOURNING AT HIS FUNERAL. SO, HE DEPLORED HIS CONDITION, WITH TEARS IN HIS EYES, AND OBTESTED THEM BY THE KINDNESS DUE FROM THEM, AS OF HIS KINDRED, AND BY THE FAITH THEY OWED TO GOD, AND BEGGED OF THEM THAT THEY WOULD NOT HINDER HIM OF THIS HONORABLE MOURNING AT HIS FUNERAL. SO, THEY PROMISED HIM NOT TO TRANSGRESS HIS COMMANDS. 
6. NOW ANY ONE MAY EASILY DISCOVER THE TEMPER OF THIS MAN'S MIND, WHICH NOT ONLY TOOK PLEASURE IN DOING WHAT HE HAD DONE FORMERLY AGAINST HIS RELATIONS, OUT OF THE LOVE OF LIFE, BUT BY THOSE COMMANDS OF HIS WHICH SAVORED OF NO HUMANITY; SINCE HE TOOK CARE, WHEN HE WAS DEPARTING OUT OF THIS LIFE, THAT THE WHOLE NATION SHOULD BE PUT INTO MOURNING, AND INDEED MADE DESOLATE OF THEIR DEAREST KINDRED, WHEN HE GAVE ORDER THAT ONE OUT OF EVERY FAMILY SHOULD BE SLAIN, ALTHOUGH THEY HAD DONE NOTHING THAT WAS UNJUST, OR THAT WAS AGAINST HIM, NOR WERE THEY ACCUSED OF ANY OTHER CRIMES; WHILE IT IS USUAL FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ANY REGARD TO VIRTUE TO LAY ASIDE THEIR HATRED AT SUCH A TIME, EVEN WITH RESPECT TO THOSE THEY JUSTLY ESTEEMED THEIR ENEMIES. 
CHAPTER 7. HEROD HAS THOUGHTS OF KILLING HIMSELF WITH HIS OWN HAND; AND A LITTLE AFTERWARDS HE ORDERS ANTIPATER TO BE SLAIN. 
1. AS HE WAS GIVING THESE COMMANDS TO HIS RELATIONS, THERE CAME LETTERS FROM HIS AMBASSADORS, WHO HAD BEEN SENT TO ROME UNTO CAESAR, WHICH, WHEN THEY WERE READ, THEIR PURPORT WAS THIS: THAT ACME WAS SLAIN BY CAESAR, OUT OF HIS INDIGNATION AT WHAT HAND, SHE HAD IN ANTIPATER'S WICKED PRACTICES; AND THAT AS TO ANTIPATER HIMSELF, CAESAR LEFT IT TO HEROD TO ACT AS BECAME A FATHER AND A KING, AND EITHER TO BANISH HIM, OR TO TAKE AWAY HIS LIFE, WHICH HE PLEASED. WHEN HEROD HEARD THIS, HE WAS SOME-WHAT BETTER, OUT OF THE PLEASURE HE HAD FROM THE CONTENTS OF THE LETTERS, AND WAS ELEVATED AT THE DEATH OF ACME, AND AT THE POWER THAT WAS GIVEN HIM OVER HIS SON; BUT AS HIS PAINS WERE BECOME VERY GREAT, HE WAS NOW READY TO FAINT FOR WANT OF SOMEWHAT TO EAT; SO HE CALLED FOR AN APPLE AND A KNIFE; FOR IT WAS HIS CUSTOM FORMERLY TO PARE THE APPLE HIMSELF, AND SOON AFTERWARDS TO CUT IT, AND EAT IT. WHEN HE HAD GOT THE KNIFE, HE LOOKED ABOUT, AND HAD A MIND TO STAB HIMSELF WITH IT; AND HE HAD DONE IT, HAD NOT HIS FIRST COUSIN, ACHIABUS, PREVENTED HIM, AND HELD HIS HAND, AND CRIED OUT LOUDLY. WHEREUPON A WOEFUL LAMENTATION ECHOED THROUGH THE PALACE, AND A GREAT TUMULT WAS MADE, AS IF THE KING WERE DEAD. UPON WHICH ANTIPATER, WHO VERILY BELIEVED HIS FATHER WAS DECEASED, GREW BOLD IN HIS DISCOURSE, AS HOPING TO BE IMMEDIATELY AND ENTIRELY RELEASED FROM HIS BONDS, AND TO TAKE THE KINGDOM INTO HIS HANDS WITHOUT ANY MORE ADO; SO, HE DISCOURSED WITH THE JAILER ABOUT LETTING HIM GO, AND IN THAT CASE PROMISED HIM GREAT THINGS, BOTH NOW AND HEREAFTER, AS IF THAT WERE THE ONLY THING NOW IN QUESTION. BUT THE JAILER DID NOT ONLY REFUSE TO DO WHAT ANTIPATER WOULD HAVE HIM, BUT INFORMED THE KING OF HIS INTENTIONS, AND HOW MANY SOLICITATIONS HE HAD HAD FROM HIM [OF THAT NATURE]. HEREUPON HEROD, WHO HAD FORMERLY NO AFFECTION NOR GOOD-WILL TOWARDS HIS SON TO RESTRAIN HIM, WHEN HE HEARD WHAT THE JAILER SAID, HE CRIED OUT, AND BEAT HIS HEAD, ALTHOUGH HE WAS AT DEATH'S DOOR, AND RAISED HIMSELF UPON HIS ELBOW, AND SENT FOR SOME OF HIS GUARDS, AND COMMANDED THEM TO KILL ANTIPATER WITHOUT TINY FURTHER DELAY, AND TO DO IT PRESENTLY, AND TO BURY HIM IN AN IGNOBLE MANNER AT HYRCANIA. 
CHAPTER 8. CONCERNING HEROD'S DEATH, AND TESTAMENT, AND BURIAL. 
1. AND NOW HEROD ALTERED HIS TESTAMENT UPON THE ALTERATION OF HIS MIND; FOR HE APPOINTED ANTIPAS, TO WHOM HE HAD BEFORE LEFT THE KINGDOM, TO BE TETRARCH OF GALILEE AND PEREA, AND GRANTED THE KINGDOM TO ARCHCLAUS. HE ALSO GAVE GAULONITIS, AND TRACHONITIS, AND PANEAS TO PHILIP, WHO WAS HIS SON, BUT OWN BROTHER TO ARCHCLAUS BY THE NAME OF A TETRARCHY; AND BEQUEATHED JARNNIA, AND ASHDOD, AND PHASAELIS TO SALOME HIS SISTER, WITH FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND [DRACHMAE] OF SILVER THAT WAS COINED. HE ALSO MADE PROVISION FOR ALL THE REST OF HIS KINDRED, BY GIVING THEM SUMS OF MONEY AND ANNUAL REVENUES, AND SO LEFT THEM ALL IN A WEALTHY CONDITION. HE BEQUEATHED ALSO TO CAESAR TEN-MILLIONS [OF DRACHMAE] OF COINED MONEY, BESIDES BOTH VESSELS OF GOLD AND SILVER, AND GARMENTS EXCEEDING COSTLY, TO JULIA, CAESAR'S WIFE; AND TO CERTAIN OTHERS, FIVE-MILLIONS. WHEN HE HAD DONE THESE THINGS, HE DIED, THE FIFTH DAY AFTER HE HAD CAUSED ANTIPATER TO BE SLAIN; HAVING REIGNED, SINCE HE HAD PROCURED ANTIGONUS TO BE SLAIN, THIRTY-FOUR YEARS; BUT SINCE HE HAD BEEN DECLARED KING BY THE ROMANS, THIRTY-SEVEN. A MAN HE WAS OF GREAT BARBARITY TOWARDS ALL MEN EQUALLY, AND A SLAVE TO HIS PASSION; BUT ABOVE THE CONSIDERATION OF WHAT WAS RIGHT; YET WAS HE FAVORED BY FORTUNE AS MUCH AS ANY MAN EVER WAS, FOR FROM A PRIVATE MAN HE BECAME A KING; AND THOUGH HE WERE ENCOMPASSED WITH TEN THOUSAND DANGERS, HE GOT CLEAR OF THEM ALL, AND CONTINUED HIS LIFE TILL A VERY OLD AGE. BUT THEN, AS TO THE AFFAIRS OF HIS FAMILY AND CHILDREN, IN WHICH INDEED, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN OPINION, HE WAS ALSO VERY FORTUNATE, BECAUSE HE WAS ABLE TO CONQUER HIS ENEMIES, YET, IN MY OPINION, HE WAS HEREIN VERY UNFORTUNATE. 
2. BUT THEN SALOME AND ALEXAS, BEFORE THE KING'S DEATH WAS MADE KNOWN, DISMISSED THOSE THAT WERE SHUT UP IN THE HIPPODROME, AND TOLD THEM THAT THE KING ORDERED THEM TO GO AWAY TO THEIR OWN LANDS, AND TAKE CARE OF THEIR OWN AFFAIRS, WHICH WAS ESTEEMED BY THE NATION A GREAT BENEFIT. AND NOW THE KING'S DEATH WAS MADE PUBLIC, WHEN SALOME AND ALEXAS GATHERED THE SOLDIERY TOGETHER IN THE AMPHITHEATER AT JERICHO; AND THE FIRST THING THEY DID WAS, THEY READ HEROD'S LETTER, WRITTEN TO THE SOLDIERY, THANKING THEM FOR THEIR FIDELITY AND GOOD-WILL TO HIM, AND EXHORTING THEM TO AFFORD HIS SON ARCHELAUS, WHOM HE HAD APPOINTED FOR THEIR KING, LIKE FIDELITY AND GOOD-WILL. AFTER WHICH PTOLEMY, WHO HAD THE KING'S SEAL INTRUSTED TO HIM, READ THE KING'S TESTAMENT, WHICH WAS TO BE OF FORCE NO OTHERWISE THAN AS IT SHOULD STAND WHEN CAESAR HAD INSPECTED IT; SO THERE WAS PRESENTLY AN ACCLAMATION MADE TO ARCHELAUS, AS KING; AND THE SOLDIERS CAME BY BANDS, AND THEIR COMMANDERS WITH THEM, AND PROMISED THE SAME GOOD-WILL TO HIM, AND READINESS TO SERVE HIM, WHICH THEY HAD EXHIBITED TO HEROD; AND THEY PRAYED GOD TO BE ASSISTANT TO HIM. 
3. AFTER THIS WAS OVER, THEY PREPARED FOR HIS FUNERAL, IT BEING ARCHELAUS'S CARE THAT THE PROCESSION TO HIS FATHER'S SEPULCHER SHOULD BE VERY SUMPTUOUS. ACCORDINGLY, HE BROUGHT OUT ALL HIS ORNAMENTS TO ADORN THE POMP OF THE FUNERAL. THE BODY WAS CARRIED UPON A GOLDEN BIER, EMBROIDERED WITH VERY PRECIOUS STONES OF GREAT VARIETY, AND IT WAS COVERED OVER WITH PURPLE, AS WELL AS THE BODY ITSELF; HE HAD A DIADEM UPON HIS HEAD, AND ABOVE IT A CROWN OF GOLD: HE ALSO HAD A SCEPTER IN HIS RIGHT HAND. ABOUT THE BIER WERE HIS SONS AND HIS NUMEROUS RELATIONS; NEXT TO THESE WAS THE SOLDIERY, DISTINGUISHED ACCORDING TO THEIR SEVERAL COUNTRIES AND DENOMINATIONS; AND THEY WERE PUT INTO THE FOLLOWING ORDER: FIRST OF ALL WENT HIS GUARDS, THEN THE BAND OF THRACIANS, AND AFTER THEM THE GERMANS; AND NEXT THE BAND OF GALATIANS, EVERY ONE IN THEIR HABILIMENTS OF WAR; AND BEHIND THESE MARCHED THE WHOLE ARMY IN THE SAME MANNER AS THEY USED TO GO OUT TO WAR, AND AS THEY USED TO BE PUT IN ARRAY BY THEIR MUSTER-MASTERS AND CENTURIONS; THESE WERE FOLLOWED BY FIVE HUNDRED OF HIS DOMESTICS CARRYING SPICES. SO, THEY WENT EIGHT FURLONGS TO HERODIUM; FOR THERE BY HIS OWN COMMAND HE WAS TO BE BURIED. AND THUS, DID HEROD END HIS LIFE. 
4. NOW ARCHELAUS PAID HIM SO MUCH RESPECT, AS TO CONTINUE HIS MOURNING TILL THE SEVENTH DAY; FOR SO MANY DAYS ARE APPOINTED FOR IT BY THE LAW OF OUR FATHERS. AND WHEN HE HAD GIVEN A TREAT TO THE MULTITUDE, AND LEFT OFF HIS MOTORING, HE WENT UP INTO THE TEMPLE; HE HAD ALSO ACCLAMATIONS AND PRAISES GIVEN HIM, WHICH WAY SOEVER HE WENT, EVERY ONE STRIVING WITH THE REST WHO SHOULD APPEAR TO USE THE LOUDEST ACCLAMATIONS. SO HE ASCENDED A HIGH ELEVATION MADE FOR HIM, AND TOOK HIS SEAT, IN A THRONE MADE OF GOLD, AND SPOKE KINDLY TO THE MULTITUDE, AND DECLARED WITH WHAT JOY HE RECEIVED THEIR ACCLAMATIONS, AND THE MARKS OF THE GOOD-WILL THEY SHOWED TO HIM; AND RETURNED THEM THANKS THAT THEY DID NOT REMEMBER THE INJURIES HIS FATHER HAD DONE THEM TO HIS DISADVANTAGE; AND PROMISED THEM HE WOULD ENDEAVOR NOT TO BE BEHINDHAND WITH THEM IN REWARDING THEIR ALACRITY IN HIS SERVICE, AFTER A SUITABLE MANNER; BUT THAT HE SHOULD ABSTAIN AT PRESENT FROM THE NAME OF KING, AND THAT HE SHOULD HAVE THE HONOR OF THAT DIGNITY, IF CAESAR SHOULD CONFIRM AND SETTLE THAT TESTAMENT WHICH HIS FATHER HAD MADE; AND THAT IT WAS ON THIS ACCOUNT, THAT WHEN THE ARMY WOULD HAVE PUT THE DIADEM ON HIM AT JERICHO, HE WOULD NOT ACCEPT OF THAT HONOR, WHICH IS USUALLY SO MUCH DESIRED, BECAUSE IT WAS NOT YET EVIDENT THAT HE WHO WAS TO BE PRINCIPALLY CONCERNED IN BESTOWING IT WOULD GIVE IT HIM; ALTHOUGH, BY HIS ACCEPTANCE OF THE GOVERNMENT, HE SHOULD NOT WANT THE ABILITY OF REWARDING THEIR KINDNESS TO HIM AND THAT IT SHOULD BE HIS ENDEAVOR, AS TO ALL THINGS WHEREIN THEY WERE CONCERNED, TO PROVE IN EVERY RESPECT BETTER THAN HIS FATHER. WHEREUPON THE MULTITUDE, AS IT IS USUAL WITH THEM, SUPPOSED THAT THE FIRST DAYS OF THOSE THAT ENTER UPON SUCH GOVERNMENTS DECLARE THE INTENTIONS OF THOSE THAT ACCEPT THEM; AND SO, BY HOW MUCH ARCHELAUS SPOKE THE MORE GENTLY AND CIVILLY TO THEM, BY SO MUCH DID THEY MORE HIGHLY COMMEND HIM, AND MADE APPLICATION TO HIM FOR THE GRANT OF WHAT THEY DESIRED. SOME MADE A CLAMOR THAT HE WOULD EASE THEM OF SOME OF THEIR ANNUAL PAYMENTS; BUT OTHERS DESIRED HIM TO RELEASE THOSE THAT WERE PUT INTO PRISON BY HEROD, WHO WERE MANY, AND HAD BEEN PUT THERE AT SEVERAL TIMES; OTHERS OF THEM REQUIRED THAT HE WOULD TAKE AWAY THOSE TAXES WHICH HAD BEEN SEVERELY LAID UPON WHAT WAS PUBLICLY SOLD AND BOUGHT. SO ARCHELAUS CONTRADICTED THEM IN NOTHING, SINCE HE PRETENDED TO DO ALL THINGS SO AS TO GET THE GOOD-WILL OF THE MULTITUDE TO HIM, AS LOOKING UPON THAT GOOD-WILL TO BE A GREAT STEP TOWARDS HIS PRESERVATION OF THE GOVERNMENT. HEREUPON HE WENT AND OFFERED SACRIFICE TO GOD, AND THEN BETOOK HIMSELF TO FEAST WITH HIS FRIENDS.  
CHAPTER 9. HOW THE PEOPLE RAISED A SEDITION AGAINST ARCHELAUS, AND HOW HE SAILED TO ROME. 
1. AT THIS TIME ALSO IT WAS THAT SOME OF THE JEWS GOT TOGETHER OUT OF A DESIRE OF INNOVATION. THEY LAMENTED MATTHIAS, AND THOSE THAT WERE SLAIN WITH HIM BY HEROD, WHO HAD NOT ANY RESPECT PAID THEM BY A FUNERAL MOURNING, OUT OF THE FEAR MEN WERE IN OF THAT MAN; THEY WERE THOSE WHO HAD BEEN CONDEMNED FOR PULLING DOWN THE GOLDEN EAGLE. THE PEOPLE MADE A GREAT CLAMOR AND LAMENTATION HEREUPON, AND CAST OUT SOME REPROACHES AGAINST THE KING ALSO, AS IF THAT TENDED TO ALLEVIATE THE MISERIES OF THE DECEASED. THE PEOPLE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER, AND DESIRED OF ARCHELAUS, THAT, IN WAY OF REVENGE ON THEIR ACCOUNT, HE WOULD INFLICT PUNISHMENT ON THOSE WHO HAD BEEN HONORED BY HEROD; AND THAT, IN THE FIRST AND PRINCIPAL PLACE, HE WOULD DEPRIVE THAT HIGH PRIEST WHOM HEROD HAD MADE, AND WOULD CHOOSE ONE MORE AGREEABLE TO THE LAW, AND OF GREATER PURITY, TO OFFICIATE AS HIGH PRIEST. THIS WAS GRANTED BY ARCHELAUS, ALTHOUGH HE WAS MIGHTILY OFFENDED AT THEIR IMPORTUNITY, BECAUSE HE PROPOSED TO HIMSELF TO GO TO ROME IMMEDIATELY TO LOOK AFTER CAESAR'S DETERMINATION ABOUT HIM. HOWEVER, HE SENT THE GENERAL OF HIS FORCES TO USE PERSUASIONS, AND TO TELL THEM THAT THE DEATH WHICH WAS INFLICTED ON THEIR FRIENDS WAS ACCORDING TO THE LAW; AND TO REPRESENT TO THEM THAT THEIR PETITIONS ABOUT THESE THINGS WERE CARRIED TO A GREAT HEIGHT OF INJURY TO HIM; THAT THE TIME WAS NOT NOW PROPER FOR SUCH PETITIONS, BUT REQUIRED THEIR UNANIMITY UNTIL SUCH TIME AS HE SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED IN THE GOVERNMENT BY THE CONSENT OF CAESAR, AND SHOULD THEN BE COME BACK TO THEM; FOR THAT HE WOULD THEN CONSULT WITH THEM IN COMMON CONCERNING THE PURPORT OF THEIR PETITIONS; BUT THAT THEY OUGHT AT PRESENT TO BE QUIET, LEST THEY SHOULD SEEM SEDITIOUS PERSONS. 
2. SO WHEN THE KING HAD SUGGESTED THESE THINGS, AND INSTRUCTED HIS GENERAL IN WHAT HE WAS TO SAY, BE SENT HIM AWAY TO THE PEOPLE; BUT THEY MADE A CLAMOR, AND WOULD NOT GIVE HIM LEAVE TO SPEAK, AND PUT HIM IN DANGER OF HIS LIFE, AND AS MANY MORE AS WERE DESIROUS TO VENTURE UPON SAYING OPENLY ANY THING WHICH MIGHT REDUCE THEM TO A SOBER MIND, AND PREVENT THEIR GOING ON IN THEIR PRESENT COURSES, BECAUSE THEY HAD MORE CONCERN TO HAVE ALL THEIR OWN WILLS PERFORMED THAN TO YIELD OBEDIENCE TO THEIR GOVERNORS; THINKING IT TO BE A THING INSUFFERABLE, THAT, WHILE HEROD WAS ALIVE, THEY SHOULD LOSE THOSE THAT WERE MOST DEAR TO THEM, AND THAT WHEN HE WAS DEAD, THEY COULD NOT GET THE ACTORS TO BE PUNISHED. SO, THEY WENT ON WITH THEIR DESIGNS AFTER A VIOLENT MANNER, AND THOUGHT ALL TO BE LAWFUL AND RIGHT WHICH TENDED TO PLEASE THEM, AND BEING UNSKILLFUL IN FORESEEING WHAT DANGERS THEY INCURRED; AND WHEN THEY HAD SUSPICION OF SUCH A THING, YET DID THE PRESENT PLEASURE THEY TOOK IN THE PUNISHMENT OF THOSE THEY DEEMED THEIR ENEMIES OVERWEIGH ALL SUCH CONSIDERATIONS; AND ALTHOUGH ARCHELAUS SENT MANY TO SPEAK TO THEM, YET THEY TREATED THEM NOT AS MESSENGERS SENT BY HIM, BUT AS PERSONS THAT CAME OF THEIR OWN ACCORD TO MITIGATE THEIR ANGER, AND WOULD NOT LET ONE OF THEM SPEAK. THE SEDITION ALSO WAS MADE BY SUCH AS WERE IN A GREAT PASSION; AND IT WAS EVIDENT THAT THEY WERE PROCEEDING FURTHER IN SEDITIOUS PRACTICES, BY THE MULTITUDE RUNNING SO FAST UPON THEM. 
3. NOW, UPON THE APPROACH OF THAT FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, WHICH THE LAW OF THEIR FATHERS HAD APPOINTED FOR THE JEWS AT THIS TIME, WHICH FEAST IS CALLED THE PASSOVER AND IS A MEMORIAL OF THEIR DELIVERANCE OUT OF EGYPT, WHEN THEY OFFER SACRIFICES WITH GREAT ALACRITY; AND WHEN THEY ARE REQUIRED TO SLAY MORE SACRIFICES IN NUMBER THAN AT ANY OTHER FESTIVAL; AND WHEN AN INNUMERABLE MULTITUDE CAME THITHER OUT OF THE COUNTRY, NAY, FROM BEYOND ITS LIMITS ALSO, IN ORDER TO WORSHIP GOD, THE SEDITIOUS LAMENTED JUDAS AND MATTHIAS, THOSE TEACHERS OF THE LAWS, AND KEPT TOGETHER IN THE TEMPLE, AND HAD PLENTY OF FOOD, BECAUSE THESE SEDITIOUS PERSONS WERE NOT ASHAMED TO BEG IT. AND AS ARCHELAUS WAS AFRAID LEST SOME TERRIBLE THING SHOULD SPRING UP BY MEANS OF THESE MEN'S MADNESS, HE SENT A REGIMENT OF ARMED MEN, AND WITH THEM A CAPTAIN OF A THOUSAND, TO SUPPRESS THE VIOLENT EFFORTS OF THE SEDITIOUS BEFORE THE WHOLE MULTITUDE SHOULD BE INFECTED WITH THE LIKE MADNESS; AND GAVE THEM THIS CHARGE, THAT IF THEY FOUND ANY MUCH MORE OPENLY SEDITIOUS THAN OTHERS, AND MORE BUSY IN TUMULTUOUS PRACTICES, THEY SHOULD BRING THEM TO HIM. BUT THOSE THAT WERE SEDITIOUS ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE TEACHERS OF THE LAW, IRRITATED THE PEOPLE BY THE NOISE AND CLAMORS THEY USED TO ENCOURAGE THE PEOPLE IN THEIR DESIGNS; SO THEY MADE AN ASSAULT UPON THE SOLDIERS, AND CAME UP TO THEM, AND STONED THE GREATEST PART OF THEM, ALTHOUGH SOME OF THEM RAN AWAY WOUNDED, AND THEIR CAPTAIN AMONG THEM; AND WHEN THEY HAD THUS DONE, THEY RETURNED TO THE SACRIFICES WHICH WERE ALREADY IN THEIR HANDS. NOW ARCHELAUS THOUGHT THERE WAS NO WAY TO PRESERVE THE ENTIRE GOVERNMENT BUT BY CUTTING OFF THOSE WHO MADE THIS ATTEMPT UPON IT; SO HE SENT OUT THE WHOLE ARMY UPON THEM, AND SENT THE HORSEMEN TO PREVENT THOSE THAT HAD THEIR TENTS WITHOUT THE TEMPLE FROM ASSISTING THOSE THAT WERE WITHIN THE TEMPLE, AND TO KILL SUCH AS RAN AWAY FROM THE FOOTMEN WHEN THEY THOUGHT THEMSELVES OUT OF DANGER; WHICH HORSEMEN SLEW THREE THOUSAND MEN, WHILE THE REST WENT TO THE NEIGHBORING MOUNTAINS. THEN DID ARCHELAUS ORDER PROCLAMATION TO BE MADE TO THEM ALL, THAT THEY SHOULD RETIRE TO THEIR OWN HOMES; SO, THEY WENT AWAY, AND LEFT THE FESTIVAL, OUT OF FEAR OF SOMEWHAT WORSE WHICH WOULD FOLLOW, ALTHOUGH THEY HAD BEEN SO BOLD BY REASON OF THEIR WANT OF INSTRUCTION. SO ARCHELAUS WENT DOWN TO THE SEA WITH HIS MOTHER, AND TOOK WITH HIM NICOLAUS AND PTOLEMY, AND MANY OTHERS OF HIS FRIENDS, AND LEFT PHILIP HIS BROTHER AS GOVERNOR OF ALL THINGS BELONGING BOTH TO HIS OWN FAMILY AND TO THE PUBLIC. THERE WENT OUT ALSO WITH HIM SALOME, HEROD'S SISTER WHO TOOK WITH HER, HER CHILDREN, AND MANY OF HER KINDRED WERE WITH HER; WHICH KINDRED OF HERS WENT, AS THEY PRETENDED, TO ASSIST ARCHELAUS IN GAINING THE KINGDOM, BUT IN, REALITY TO OPPOSE HIM, AND CHIEFLY TO MAKE LOUD COMPLAINTS OF WHAT HE HAD DONE IN THE TEMPLE. BUT SABINUS, CAESAR'S STEWARD FOR SYRIAN AFFAIRS, AS HE WAS MAKING HASTE INTO JUDEA TO PRESERVE HEROD'S EFFECTS, MET WITH ARCHCLAUS AT CAESAREA; BUT VARUS (PRESIDENT OF SYRIA) CAME AT THAT TIME, AND RESTRAINED HIM FROM MEDDLING WITH THEM, FOR HE WAS THERE AS SENT FOR BY ARCHCEAUS, BY THE MEANS OF PTOLEMY. AND SABINUS, OUT OF REGARD TO VARUS, DID NEITHER SEIZE UPON ANY OF THE CASTLES THAT WERE AMONG THE JEWS, NOR DID HE SEAL UP THE TREASURES IN THEM, BUT PERMITTED ARCHELAUS TO HAVE THEM, UNTIL CAESAR SHOULD DECLARE HIS RESOLUTION ABOUT THEM; SO THAT, UPON THIS HIS PROMISE, HE TARRIED STILL AT CESAREA. BUT AFTER ARCHELAUS WAS SAILED FOR ROME, AND VARUS WAS REMOVED TO ANTIOCH, SABINUS WENT TO JERUSALEM, AND SEIZED ON THE KING'S PALACE. HE ALSO SENT FOR THE KEEPERS OF THE GARRISONS, AND FOR ALL THOSE THAT HAD THE CHARGE OF HEROD'S EFFECTS, AND DECLARED PUBLICLY THAT HE SHOULD REQUIRE THEM TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT THEY HAD; AND HE DISPOSED OF THE CASTLES IN THE MANNER HE PLEASED; BUT THOSE WHO KEPT THEM DID NOT NEGLECT WHAT ARCHELAUS HAD GIVEN THEM IN COMMAND, BUT CONTINUED TO KEEP ALL THINGS IN THE MANNER THAT HAD BEEN ENJOINED THEM; AND THEIR PRETENSE WAS, THAT THEY KEPT THEM ALL FOR CAESAR, 
4. AT THE SAME TIME ALSO DID ANTIPAS, ANOTHER OF HEROD'S SONS, SAIL TO ROME, IN ORDER TO GAIN THE GOVERNMENT; BEING BUOYED UP BY SALOME WITH PROMISES THAT HE SHOULD TAKE THAT GOVERNMENT; AND THAT HE WAS A MUCH HONESTER AND FITTER MAN THAN ARCHELAUS FOR THAT AUTHORITY, SINCE HEROD HAD, IN HIS FORMER TESTAMENT, DEEMED HIM THE WORTHIEST TO BE MADE KING, WHICH OUGHT TO BE ESTEEMED MORE VALID THAN HIS LATTER TESTAMENT. ANTIPAS ALSO BROUGHT WITH HIM HIS MOTHER, AND PTOLEMY THE BROTHER OF NICOLAUS, ONE THAT HAD BEEN HEROD'S MOST HONORED FRIEND, AND WAS NOW ZEALOUS FOR ANTIPAS; BUT IT WAS IRENEUS THE ORATOR, AND ONE WHO, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS REPUTATION FOR SAGACITY, WAS INTRUSTED WITH THE AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM, WHO MOST OF ALL ENCOURAGED HIM TO ATTEMPT TO GAIN THE KINGDOM; BY WHOSE MEANS IT WAS, THAT WHEN SOME ADVISED HIM TO YIELD TO ARCHELAUS, AS TO HIS ELDER BROTHER, AND WHO HAD BEEN DECLARED KING BY THEIR FATHER'S LAST WILL, HE WOULD NOT SUBMIT SO TO DO. AND WHEN HE WAS COME TO ROME, ALL HIS RELATIONS REVOLTED TO HIM; NOT OUT OF THEIR GOOD-WILL TO HIM, BUT OUT OF THEIR HATRED TO ARCHELAUS; THOUGH INDEED THEY WERE MOST OF ALL DESIROUS OF GAINING THEIR LIBERTY, AND TO BE PUT UNDER A ROMAN GOVERNOR; BUT IF THERE WERE TOO GREAT AN OPPOSITION MADE TO THAT, THEY THOUGHT ANTIPAS PREFERABLE TO ARCHELAUS, AND SO JOINED WITH HIM, IN ORDER TO PROCURE THE KINGDOM FOR HIM. SABINUS ALSO, BY LETTERS, ACCUSED ARCHELAUS TO CAESAR. 
5. NOW WHEN ARCHELAUS HAD SENT IN HIS PAPERS TO CAESAR, WHEREIN HE PLEADED HIS RIGHT TO. THE KINGDOM, AND HIS FATHER'S TESTAMENT, WITH THE ACCOUNTS OF HEROD'S MONEY, AND WITH PTOLEMY, WHO BROUGHT HEROD'S SEAL, HE SO EXPECTED THE EVENT; BUT WHEN CAESAR HAD READ THESE PAPERS, AND VARUS'S AND SABINUS'S LETTERS, WITH THE ACCOUNTS OF THE MONEY, AND WHAT WERE THE ANNUAL INCOMES OF THE KINGDOM, AND UNDERSTOOD THAT ANTIPAS HAD ALSO SENT LETTERS TO LAY CLAIM TO THE KINGDOM, HE SUMMONED HIS FRIENDS TOGETHER, TO KNOW THEIR OPINIONS, AND WITH THEM CAIUS, THE SON OF AGRIPPA, AND OF JULIA HIS DAUGHTER, WHOM HE HAD ADOPTED, AND TOOK HIM, AND MADE HIM SIT FIRST OF ALL, AND DESIRED SUCH AS PLEASED TO SPEAK THEIR MINDS ABOUT THE AFFAIRS NOW BEFORE THEM. NOW ANTIPATER, SALOME'S SON, A VERY SUBTLE ORATOR, AND A BITTER ENEMY TO ARCHELAUS, SPOKE FIRST TO THIS PURPOSE: THAT IT WAS RIDICULOUS IN ARCHELAUS TO PLEAD NOW TO HAVE THE KINGDOM GIVEN HIM, SINCE HE HAD, IN REALITY, TAKEN ALREADY THE POWER OVER IT TO HIMSELF, BEFORE CAESAR HAD GRANTED IT TO HIM; AND APPEALED TO THOSE BOLD ACTIONS OF HIS, IN DESTROYING SO MANY AT THE JEWISH FESTIVAL; AND IF THE MEN HAD ACTED UNJUSTLY, IT WAS BUT FIT THE PUNISHING OF THEM SHOULD HAVE BEEN RESERVED TO THOSE THAT WERE OUT OF THE COUNTRY, BUT HAD THE POWER TO PUNISH THEM, AND NOT BEEN EXECUTED BY A MAN THAT, IF HE PRETENDED TO BE A KING, HE DID AN INJURY TO CAESAR, BY USURPING THAT AUTHORITY BEFORE IT WAS DETERMINED FOR HIM BY CAESAR; BUT IF HE OWNED HIMSELF TO BE A PRIVATE PERSON, HIS CASE WAS MUCH WORSE, SINCE HE WHO WAS PUTTING IN FOR THE KINGDOM COULD BY NO MEANS EXPECT TO HAVE THAT POWER GRANTED HIM, OF WHICH HE HAD ALREADY DEPRIVED CAESAR [BY TAKING IT TO HIMSELF]. HE ALSO TOUCHED SHARPLY UPON HIM, AND APPEALED TO HIS CHANGING THE COMMANDERS IN THE ARMY, AND HIS SITTING IN THE ROYAL THRONE BEFOREHAND, AND HIS DETERMINATION OF LAW-SUITS; ALL DONE AS IF HE WERE NO OTHER THAN A KING. HE APPEALED ALSO TO HIS CONCESSIONS TO THOSE THAT PETITIONED HIM ON A PUBLIC ACCOUNT, AND INDEED DOING SUCH THINGS, THEN WHICH HE COULD DEVISE NO GREATER IF HE HAD BEEN ALREADY SETTLED IN THE KINGDOM BY CAESAR. HE ALSO ASCRIBED TO HIM THE RELEASING OF THE PRISONERS THAT WERE IN THE HIPPODROME, AND MANY OTHER THINGS, THAT EITHER HAD BEEN CERTAINLY DONE BY HIM, OR WERE BELIEVED TO BE DONE, AND EASILY MIGHT BE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN DONE, BECAUSE THEY WERE OF SUCH A NATURE AS TO BE USUALLY DONE BY YOUNG MEN, AND BY SUCH AS, OUT OF A DESIRE OF RULING, SEIZE UPON THE GOVERNMENT TOO SOON. HE ALSO CHARGED HIM WITH HIS NEGLECT OF THE FUNERAL MOURNING FOR HIS FATHER, AND WITH HAVING MERRY MEETINGS THE VERY NIGHT IN WHICH HE DIED; AND THAT IT WAS THENCE THE MULTITUDE TOOK THE HANDLE OF RAISING A TUMULT: AND IF ARCHELAUS COULD THUS REQUITE HIS DEAD FATHER, WHO HAD BESTOWED SUCH BENEFITS UPON HIM, AND BEQUEATHED SUCH GREAT THINGS TO HIM, BY PRETENDING TO SHED TEARS FOR HIM IN THE DAY TIME, LIKE AN ACTOR ON THE STAGE, BUT EVERY NIGHT MAKING MIRTH FOR HAVING GOTTEN THE GOVERNMENT, HE WOULD APPEAR TO BE THE SAME ARCHELAUS WITH REGARD TO CAESAR, IF HE GRANTED HIM THE KINGDOM, WHICH HE HATH BEEN TO HIS FATHER; SINCE HE HAD THEN DANCING AND SINGING, AS THOUGH AN ENEMY OF HIS WERE FALLEN, AND NOT AS THOUGH A MAN WERE CARRIED TO HIS FUNERAL, THAT WAS SO NEARLY RELATED, AND HAD BEEN SO GREAT A BENEFACTOR TO HIM. BUT HE SAID THAT THE GREATEST CRIME OF ALL WAS THIS, THAT HE CAME NOW BEFORE CAESAR TO OBTAIN THE GOVERNMENT BY HIS GRANT, WHILE HE HAD BEFORE ACTED IN ALL THINGS AS HE COULD HAVE ACTED IF CAESAR HIMSELF, WHO RULED ALL, HAD FIXED HIM FIRMLY IN THE GOVERNMENT. AND WHAT HE MOST AGGRAVATED IN HIS PLEADING WAS THE SLAUGHTER OF THOSE ABOUT THE TEMPLE, AND THE IMPIETY OF IT, AS DONE AT THE FESTIVAL; AND HOW THEY WERE SLAIN LIKE SACRIFICES THEMSELVES, SOME OF WHOM WERE FOREIGNERS, AND OTHERS OF THEIR OWN COUNTRY, TILL THE TEMPLE WAS FULL OF DEAD BODIES: AND ALL THIS WAS DONE, NOT BY AN ALIEN, BUT BY ONE WHO PRETENDED TO THE LAWFUL TITLE OF A KING, THAT HE MIGHT COMPLETE THE WICKED TYRANNY WHICH HIS NATURE PROMPTED HIM TO, AND WHICH IS HATED BY ALL MEN. ON WHICH ACCOUNT HIS FATHER NEVER SO MUCH AS DREAMED OF MAKING HIM HIS SUCCESSOR IN THE KINGDOM, WHEN HE WAS OF A SOUND MIND, BECAUSE HE KNEW HIS DISPOSITION; AND IN HIS FORMER AND MORE AUTHENTIC TESTAMENT, HE APPOINTED HIS ANTAGONIST ANTIPAS TO SUCCEED; BUT THAT ARCHELAUS WAS CALLED BY HIS FATHER TO THAT DIGNITY WHEN HE WAS IN A DYING CONDITION, BOTH OF BODY AND MIND; WHILE ANTIPAS WAS CALLED WHEN HE WAS RIPEST IN HIS JUDGMENT, AND OF SUCH STRENGTH OF BODY AS MADE HIM CAPABLE OF MANAGING HIS OWN AFFAIRS: AND IF HIS FATHER HAD THE LIKE NOTION OF HIM FORMERLY THAT HE HATH NOW SHOWED, YET HATH HE GIVEN A SUFFICIENT SPECIMEN WHAT A KING HE IS LIKELY TO BE, WHEN HE HATH [IN EFFECT] DEPRIVED CAESAR OF THAT POWER OF DISPOSING OF THE KINGDOM, WHICH HE JUSTLY HATH, AND HATH NOT ABSTAINED FROM MAKING A TERRIBLE SLAUGHTER OF HIS FELLOW CITIZENS IN THE TEMPLE, WHILE LIE WAS BUT A PRIVATE PERSON. 
6. SO WHEN ANTIPATER HAD MADE THIS SPEECH, AND HAD CONFIRMED WHAT HE HAD SAID BY PRODUCING MANY WITNESSES FROM AMONG ARCHELAUS'S OWN RELATIONS, HE MADE AN END OF HIS PLEADING. UPON WHICH NICOLAUS AROSE UP TO PLEAD FOR ARCHELAUS, AND SAID, "THAT WHAT HAD BEEN DONE AT THE TEMPLE WAS RATHER TO BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE MIND OF THOSE THAT HAD BEEN KILLED, THAN TO THE AUTHORITY OF ARCHELAUS; FOR THAT THOSE WHO WERE THE AUTHORS OF SUCH THINGS ARE NOT ONLY WICKED IN THE INJURIES THEY DO OF THEMSELVES, BUT IN FORCING SOBER PERSONS TO AVENGE THEMSELVES UPON THEM. NOW IT IS EVIDENT THAT WHAT THESE DID IN WAY OF OPPOSITION WAS DONE UNDER PRETENSE, INDEED, AGAINST ARCHELAUS, BUT IN, REALITY AGAINST CAESAR HIMSELF, FOR THEY, AFTER AN INJURIOUS MANNER, ATTACKED AND SLEW THOSE WHO WERE SENT BY ARCHELAUS, AND WHO CAME ONLY TO PUT A STOP TO THEIR DOINGS. THEY HAD NO REGARD, EITHER TO GOD OR TO THE FESTIVAL, WHOM ANTIPATER YET IS NOT ASHAMED TO PATRONIZE, WHETHER IT BE OUT OF HIS INDULGENCE OF AN ENMITY TO ARCHELAUS, OR OUT OF HIS HATRED OF VIRTUE AND JUSTICE. FOR AS TO THOSE WHO BEGIN SUCH TUMULTS, AND FIRST SET ABOUT SUCH UNRIGHTEOUS ACTIONS, THEY ARE THE MEN WHO FORCE THOSE THAT PUNISH THEM TO BETAKE THEMSELVES TO ARMS EVEN AGAINST THEIR WILL. SO THAT ANTIPATER IN EFFECT ASCRIBES THE REST OF WHAT WAS DONE TO ALL THOSE WHO WERE OF COUNSEL TO THE ACCUSERS; FOR NOTHING WHICH IS HERE ACCUSED OF INJUSTICE HAS BEEN DONE BUT WHAT WAS DERIVED FROM THEM AS ITS AUTHORS; NOR ARE THOSE THINGS EVIL IN THEMSELVES, BUT SO REPRESENTED ONLY IN ORDER TO DO HARM TO ARCHELAUS. SUCH IS THESE MEN'S INCLINATION TO DO AN INJURY TO A MAN THAT IS OF THEIR KINDRED, THEIR FATHER'S BENEFACTOR, AND FAMILIARITY ACQUAINTED WITH THEM, AND THAT HATH EVER LIVED IN FRIENDSHIP WITH THEM; FOR THAT, AS TO THIS TESTAMENT, IT WAS MADE BY THE KING WHEN HE WAS OF A SOUND MIND, AND SO OUGHT TO BE OF MORE AUTHORITY THAN HIS FORMER TESTAMENT; AND THAT FOR THIS REASON, BECAUSE CAESAR IS THEREIN LEFT TO BE THE JUDGE AND DISPOSER OF ALL THEREIN CONTAINED; AND FOR CAESAR, HE WILL NOT, TO BE SURE, AT ALL IMITATE THE UNJUST PROCEEDINGS OF THOSE MEN, WHO, DURING HEROD'S WHOLE LIFE, HAD ON ALL OCCASIONS BEEN JOINT PARTAKERS OF POWER WITH HIM, AND YET DO ZEALOUSLY ENDEAVOR TO INJURE HIS DETERMINATION, WHILE THEY HAVE NOT THEMSELVES HAD THE SAME REGARD TO THEIR KINSMAN [WHICH ARCHELAUS HAD]. CAESAR WILL NOT THEREFORE DISANNUL THE TESTAMENT OF A MAN WHOM HE HAD ENTIRELY SUPPORTED, OF HIS FRIEND AND CONFEDERATE, AND THAT WHICH IS COMMITTED TO HIM IN TRUST TO RATIFY; NOR WILL CAESAR'S VIRTUOUS AND UPRIGHT DISPOSITION, WHICH IS KNOWN AND UNCONTESTED THROUGH ALL THE HABITABLE WORLD, IMITATE THE WICKEDNESS OF THESE MEN IN CONDEMNING A KING AS A MADMAN, AND AS HAVING LOST HIS REASON, WHILE HE HATH BEQUEATHED THE SUCCESSION TO A GOOD SON OF HIS, AND TO ONE WHO FLIES TO CAESAR'S UPRIGHT DETERMINATION FOR REFUGE. NOR CAN HEROD AT ANY TIME HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN IN HIS JUDGMENT ABOUT A SUCCESSOR, WHILE HE SHOWED SO MUCH PRUDENCE AS TO SUBMIT ALL TO CAESAR'S DETERMINATION." 
7. NOW WHEN NICOLAUS HAD LAID THESE THINGS BEFORE CAESAR, HE ENDED HIS PLEA; WHEREUPON CAESAR WAS SO OBLIGING TO ARCHELAUS, THAT HE RAISED HIM UP WHEN HE HAD CAST HIMSELF DOWN AT HIS FEET, AND SAID THAT HE WELL DESERVED THE KINGDOM; AND HE SOON LET THEM KNOW THAT HE WAS SO FAR MOVED IN HIS FAVOR, THAT HE WOULD NOT ACT OTHERWISE THAN HIS FATHER'S TESTAMENT DIRECTED, AND THAN WAS FOR THE ADVANTAGE OF ARCHELAUS. HOWEVER, WHILE HE GAVE THIS ENCOURAGEMENT TO ARCHELAUS TO DEPEND ON HIM SECURELY, HE MADE NO FULL DETERMINATION ABOUT HIM; AND WHEN THE ASSEMBLY WAS BROKEN UP, HE CONSIDERED BY HIMSELF WHETHER HE SHOULD CONFIRM THE KINGDOM TO ARCHELAUS, OR WHETHER HE SHOULD PART IT AMONG ALL HEROD'S POSTERITY; AND THIS BECAUSE THEY ALL STOOD IN NEED OF MUCH ASSISTANCE TO SUPPORT THEM.
CHAPTER 10. A SEDITION AGAINST SABINUS; AND HOW VARUS BROUGHT THE AUTHORS OF IT TO PUNISHMENT. 
1. BUT BEFORE THESE THINGS COULD BE BROUGHT TO A SETTLEMENT, MALTHACE, ARCHELAUS'S MOTHER, FELL INTO A DISTEMPER, AND DIED OF IT; AND LETTERS CAME FROM VARUS, THE PRESIDENT OF SYRIA, WHICH INFORMED CAESAR OF THE REVOLT OF THE JEWS; FOR AFTER ARCHLAUS WAS SAILED, THE WHOLE NATION WAS IN A TUMULT. SO, VARUS, SINCE HE WAS THERE HIMSELF, BROUGHT THE AUTHORS OF THE DISTURBANCE TO PUNISHMENT; AND WHEN HE HAD RESTRAINED THEM FOR THE MOST PART FROM THIS SEDITION, WHICH WAS A GREAT ONE, HE TOOK HIS JOURNEY TO ANTIOCLI, LEAVING ONE LEGION OF HIS ARMY AT JERUSALEM TO KEEP THE JEWS QUIET, WHO WERE NOW VERY FOND OF INNOVATION. YET DID NOT THIS AT ALL AVAIL TO PUT AN END TO THAT THEIR SEDITION; FOR AFTER VARUS WAS GONE AWAY, SABINUS, CAESAR'S PROCURATOR, STAID BEHIND, AND GREATLY DISTRESSED THE JEWS, RELYING ON THE FORCES THAT WERE LEFT THERE THAT THEY WOULD BY THEIR MULTITUDE PROTECT HIM; FOR HE MADE USE OF THEM, AND ARMED THEM AS HIS GUARDS, THEREBY SO OPPRESSING THE JEWS, AND GIVING THEM SO GREAT DISTURBANCE, THAT AT LENGTH THEY REBELLED; FOR HE USED FORCE IN SEIZING THE CITADELS, AND ZEALOUSLY PRESSED ON THE SEARCH AFTER THE KING'S MONEY, IN ORDER TO SEIZE UPON IT BY FORCE, ON ACCOUNT OF HIS LOVE OF GAIN AND HIS EXTRAORDINARY COVETOUSNESS. 
2. BUT ON THE APPROACH OF PENTECOST, WHICH IS A FESTIVAL OF OURS, SO CALLED FROM THE DAYS OF OUR FOREFATHERS, A GREAT MANY TEN-THOUSANDS OF MEN GOT TOGETHER; NOR DID THEY COME ONLY TO CELEBRATE THE FESTIVAL, BUT OUT OF THEIR INDIGNATION AT THE MADNESS OF SABINUS, AND AT THE INJURIES HE OFFERED THEM. A GREAT NUMBER THERE WAS OF GALILEANS, AND IDUMEANS, AND MANY MEN FROM JERICHO, AND OTHERS WHO HAD PASSED OVER THE RIVER JORDAN, AND INHABITED THOSE PARTS. THIS WHOLE MULTITUDE JOINED THEMSELVES TO ALL THE REST, AND WERE MORE ZEALOUS THAN THE OTHERS IN MAKING AN ASSAULT ON SABINUS, IN ORDER TO BE AVENGED ON HIM; SO THEY PARTED THEMSELVES INTO THREE BANDS, AND ENCAMPED THEMSELVES IN THE PLACES FOLLOWING: - SOME OF THEM SEIZED ON THE HIPPODROME AND OF THE OTHER TWO BANDS, ONE PITCHED THEMSELVES FROM THE NORTHERN PART OF THE TEMPLE TO THE SOUTHERN, ON THE EAST QUARTER; BUT THE THIRD BAND HELD THE WESTERN PART OF THE CITY, WHERE THE KING'S PALACE WAS. THEIR WORK TENDED ENTIRELY TO BESIEGE THE ROMANS, AND TO ENCLOSE THEM ON ALL SIDES. NOW SABINUS WAS AFRAID OF THESE MEN'S NUMBER, AND OF THEIR RESOLUTION, WHO HAD LITTLE REGARD TO THEIR LIVES, BUT WERE VERY DESIROUS NOT TO BE OVERCOME, WHILE THEY THOUGHT IT A POINT OF PUISSANCE TO OVERCOME THEIR ENEMIES; SO HE SENT IMMEDIATELY A LETTER TO VARUS, AND, AS HE USED TO DO, WAS VERY PRESSING WITH HIM, AND ENTREATED HIM TO COME QUICKLY TO HIS ASSISTANCE, BECAUSE THE FORCES HE HAD LEFT WERE IN IMMINENT DANGER, AND WOULD PROBABLY, IN NO LONG TIME, BE SEIZED UPON, AND CUT TO PIECES; WHILE HE DID HIMSELF GET UP TO THE HIGHEST TOWER OF THE FORTRESS PHASAELUS, WHICH HAD BEEN BUILT IN HONOR OF PHASAELUS, KING HEROD'S BROTHER, AND CALLED SO WHEN THE PARTHIANS HAD BROUGHT HIM TO HIS DEATH. SO SABINUS GAVE THENCE A SIGNAL TO THE ROMANS TO FALL UPON THE JEWS, ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT HIMSELF VENTURE SO MUCH AS TO COME DOWN TO HIS FRIENDS, AND THOUGHT HE MIGHT EXPECT THAT THE OTHERS SHOULD EXPOSE THEMSELVES FIRST TO DIE ON ACCOUNT OF HIS AVARICE. HOWEVER, THE ROMANS VENTURED TO MAKE A SALLY OUT OF THE PLACE, AND A TERRIBLE BATTLE ENSUED; WHEREIN, THOUGH IT IS TRUE THE ROMANS BEAT THEIR ADVERSARIES, YET WERE NOT THE JEWS DAUNTED IN THEIR RESOLUTIONS, EVEN WHEN THEY HAD THE SIGHT OF THAT TERRIBLE SLAUGHTER THAT WAS MADE OF THEM; BUT THEY WENT ROUND ABOUT, AND GOT UPON THOSE CLOISTERS WHICH ENCOMPASSED THE OUTER COURT OF THE TEMPLE, WHERE A GREAT FIGHT WAS STILL CONTINUED, AND THEY CAST STONES AT THE ROMANS, PARTLY WITH THEIR HANDS, AND PARTLY WITH SLINGS, AS BEING MUCH USED TO THOSE EXERCISES. ALL THE ARCHERS ALSO IN ARRAY DID THE ROMANS A GREAT DEAL OF MISCHIEF, BECAUSE THEY USED THEIR HANDS DEXTEROUSLY FROM A PLACE SUPERIOR TO THE OTHERS, AND BECAUSE THE OTHERS WERE AT AN UTTER LOSS WHAT TO DO; FOR WHEN THEY TRIED TO SHOOT THEIR ARROWS AGAINST THE JEWS UPWARDS, THESE ARROWS COULD NOT REACH THEM, INSOMUCH THAT THE JEWS WERE EASILY TOO HARD FOR THEIR ENEMIES. AND THIS SORT OF FIGHT LASTED A GREAT WHILE, TILL AT LAST THE ROMANS, WHO WERE GREATLY DISTRESSED BY WHAT WAS DONE, SET FIRE TO THE CLOISTERS SO PRIVATELY, THAT THOSE THAT WERE GOTTEN UPON THEM DID NOT PERCEIVE IT. THIS FIRE BEING FED BY A GREAT DEAL OF COMBUSTIBLE MATTER, CAUGHT HOLD IMMEDIATELY ON THE ROOF OF THE CLOISTERS; SO THE WOOD, WHICH WAS FULL OF PITCH AND WAX, AND WHOSE GOLD WAS LAID ON IT WITH WAX, YIELDED TO THE FLAME PRESENTLY, AND THOSE VAST WORKS, WHICH WERE OF THE HIGHEST VALUE AND ESTEEM, WERE DESTROYED UTTERLY, WHILE THOSE THAT WERE ON THE ROOF UNEXPECTEDLY PERISHED AT THE SAME TIME; FOR AS THE ROOF TUMBLED DOWN, SOME OF THESE MEN TUMBLED DOWN WITH IT, AND OTHERS OF THEM WERE KILLED BY THEIR ENEMIES WHO ENCOMPASSED THEM. THERE WAS A GREAT NUMBER MORE, WHO, OUT OF DESPAIR OF SAVING THEIR LIVES, AND OUT OF ASTONISHMENT AT THE MISERY THAT SURROUNDED THEM, DID EITHER CAST THEMSELVES INTO THE FIRE, OR THREW THEMSELVES UPON THEIR SWORDS, AND SO GOT OUT OF THEIR MISERY. BUT AS TO THOSE THAT RETIRED BEHIND THE SAME WAY BY WHICH THEY ASCENDED, AND THEREBY ESCAPED, THEY WERE ALL KILLED BY THE ROMANS, AS BEING UNARMED MEN, AND THEIR COURAGE FAILING THEM; THEIR WILD FURY BEING NOW NOT ABLE TO HELP THEM, BECAUSE THEY WERE DESTITUTE OF ARMOR, INSOMUCH THAT OF THOSE THAT WENT UP TO THE TOP OF THE ROOF, NOT ONE ESCAPED. THE ROMANS ALSO RUSHED THROUGH THE FIRE, WHERE IT GAVE THEM ROOM SO TO DO, AND SEIZED ON THAT TREASURE WHERE THE SACRED MONEY WAS REPOSITED; A GREAT PART OF WHICH WAS STOLEN BY THE SOLDIERS, AND SABINUS GOT OPENLY FOUR HUNDRED TALENTS. 
3. BUT THIS CALAMITY OF THE JEWS' FRIENDS, WHO FELL IN THIS BATTLE, GRIEVED THEM, AS DID ALSO THIS PLUNDERING OF THE MONEY DEDICATED TO GOD IN THE TEMPLE. ACCORDINGLY, THAT BODY OF THEM WHICH CONTINUED BEST TOGETHER, AND WAS THE MOST WARLIKE, ENCOMPASSED THE PALACE, AND THREATENED TO SET FIRE TO IT, AND KILL ALL THAT WERE IN IT. YET STILL THEY COMMANDED THEM TO GO OUT PRESENTLY, AND PROMISED, THAT IF THEY WOULD DO SO, THEY WOULD NOT HURT THEM, NOR SABINUS NEITHER; AT WHICH TIME THE GREATEST PART OF THE KING'S TROOPS DESERTED TO THEM, WHILE RUFUS AND GRATUS, WHO HAD THREE THOUSAND OF THE MOST WARLIKE OF HEROD'S ARMY WITH THEM, WHO WERE MEN OF ACTIVE BODIES, WENT OVER TO THE ROMANS. THERE WAS ALSO A BAND OF HORSEMEN UNDER THE COMMAND OF RUFFIS, WHICH ITSELF WENT OVER TO THE ROMANS ALSO. HOWEVER, THE JEWS WENT ON WITH THE SIEGE, AND DUG MINES UNDER THE PALACE WALLS, AND BESOUGHT THOSE THAT WERE GONE OVER TO THE OTHER SIDE NOT TO BE THEIR HINDERANCE, NOW THEY HAD SUCH A PROPER OPPORTUNITY FOR THE RECOVERY OF THEIR COUNTRY'S ANCIENT LIBERTY; AND FOR SABINUS, TRULY HE WAS DESIROUS OF GOING AWAY WITH HIS SOLDIERS, BUT WAS NOT ABLE TO TRUST HIMSELF WITH THE ENEMY, ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT MISCHIEF HE HAD ALREADY DONE THEM; AND HE TOOK THIS GREAT [PRETENDED] LENITY OF THEIRS FOR AN ARGUMENT WHY HE SHOULD NOT COMPLY WITH THEM; AND SO, BECAUSE HE EXPECTED THAT VARUS WAS COMING, HE STILL BORE THE SIEGE. 
4. NOW AT THIS TIME THERE WERE TEN THOUSAND OTHER DISORDERS IN JUDEA, WHICH WERE LIKE TUMULTS, BECAUSE A GREAT NUMBER PUT THEMSELVES INTO A WARLIKE POSTURE, EITHER OUT OF HOPES OF GAIN TO THEMSELVES, OR OUT OF ENMITY TO THE JEWS. IN PARTICULAR, TWO THOUSAND OF HEROD'S OLD SOLDIERS, WHO HAD BEEN ALREADY DISBANDED, GOT TOGETHER IN JUDEA ITSELF, AND FOUGHT AGAINST THE KING'S TROOPS, ALTHOUGH ACHIABUS, HEROD'S FIRST COUSIN, OPPOSED THEM; BUT AS HE WAS DRIVEN OUT OF THE PLAINS INTO THE MOUNTAINOUS PARTS BY THE MILITARY SKILL OF THOSE MEN, HE KEPT HIMSELF IN THE FASTNESSES THAT WERE THERE, AND SAVED WHAT HE COULD. 
5. THERE WAS ALSO JUDAS, THE SON OF THAT EZEKIAS WHO HAD BEEN HEAD OF THE ROBBERS; WHICH EZEKIAS WAS A VERY STRONG MAN, AND HAD WITH GREAT DIFFICULTY BEEN CAUGHT BY HEROD. THIS JUDAS, HAVING GOTTEN TOGETHER A MULTITUDE OF MEN OF A PROFLIGATE CHARACTER ABOUT SEPPHORIS IN GALILEE, MADE AN ASSAULT UPON THE PALACE [THERE,] AND SEIZED UPON ALL THE WEAPONS THAT WERE LAID UP IN IT, AND WITH THEM ARMED EVERY ONE OF THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, AND CARRIED AWAY WHAT MONEY WAS LEFT THERE; AND HE BECAME TERRIBLE TO ALL MEN, BY TEARING AND RENDING THOSE THAT CAME NEAR HIM; AND ALL THIS IN ORDER TO RAISE HIMSELF, AND OUT OF AN AMBITIOUS DESIRE OF THE ROYAL DIGNITY; AND HE HOPED TO OBTAIN THAT AS THE REWARD NOT OF HIS VIRTUOUS SKILL IN WAR, BUT OF HIS EXTRAVAGANCE IN DOING INJURIES. 
6. THERE WAS ALSO SIMON, WHO HAD BEEN A SLAVE OF HEROD THE KING, BUT IN OTHER RESPECTS A COMELY PERSON, OF A TALL AND ROBUST BODY; HE WAS ONE THAT WAS MUCH SUPERIOR TO OTHERS OF HIS ORDER, AND HAD HAD GREAT THINGS COMMITTED TO HIS CARE. THIS MAN WAS ELEVATED AT THE DISORDERLY STATE OF THINGS, AND WAS SO BOLD AS TO PUT A DIADEM ON HIS HEAD, WHILE A CERTAIN NUMBER OF THE PEOPLE STOOD BY HIM, AND BY THEM HE WAS DECLARED TO BE A KING, AND THOUGHT HIMSELF MORE-WORTHY OF THAT DIGNITY THAN ANY ONE ELSE. HE BURNT DOWN THE ROYAL PALACE AT JERICHO, AND PLUNDERED WHAT WAS LEFT IN IT. HE ALSO SET FIRE TO MANY OTHER OF THE KING'S HOUSES IN SEVERAL PLACES OF THE COUNTRY, AND UTTERLY DESTROYED THEM, AND PERMITTED THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM TO TAKE WHAT WAS LEFT IN THEM FOR A PREY; AND HE WOULD HAVE DONE GREATER THINGS, UNLESS CARE HAD BEEN TAKEN TO REPRESS HIM IMMEDIATELY; FOR GRATUS, WHEN HE HAD JOINED HIMSELF TO SOME ROMAN SOLDIERS, TOOK THE FORCES HE HAD WITH HIM, AND MET SIMON, AND AFTER A GREAT AND A LONG FIGHT, NO SMALL PART OF THOSE THAT CAME FROM PEREA, WHO WERE A DISORDERED BODY OF MEN, AND FOUGHT RATHER IN A BOLD THAN IN A SKILLFUL MANNER, WERE DESTROYED; AND ALTHOUGH SIMON HAD SAVED HIMSELF BY FLYING AWAY THROUGH A CERTAIN VALLEY, YET GRATUS OVERTOOK HIM, AND CUT OFF HIS HEAD. THE ROYAL PALACE ALSO AT AMATHUS, BY THE RIVER JORDAN, WAS BURNT DOWN BY A PARTY OF MEN THAT WERE GOT TOGETHER, AS WERE THOSE BELONGING TO SIMON. AND THUS, DID A GREAT AND WILD FURY SPREAD ITSELF OVER THE NATION, BECAUSE THEY HAD NO KING TO KEEP THE MULTITUDE IN GOOD ORDER, AND BECAUSE THOSE FOREIGNERS WHO CAME TO REDUCE THE SEDITIOUS TO SOBRIETY DID, ON THE CONTRARY, SET THEM MORE IN A FLAME, BECAUSE OF THE INJURIES THEY OFFERED THEM, AND THE AVARICIOUS MANAGEMENT OF THEIR AFFAIRS. 
7. BUT BECAUSE ATHRONGES, A PERSON NEITHER EMINENT BY THE DIGNITY OF HIS PROGENITORS, NOR FOR ANY GREAT WEALTH HE WAS POSSESSED OF, BUT ONE THAT HAD IN ALL RESPECTS BEEN A SHEPHERD ONLY, AND WAS NOT KNOWN BY ANY BODY; YET BECAUSE HE WAS A TALL MAN, AND EXCELLED OTHERS IN THE STRENGTH OF HIS HANDS, HE WAS SO BOLD AS TO SET UP FOR KING. THIS MAN THOUGHT IT SO SWEET A THING TO DO MORE THAN ORDINARY INJURIES TO OTHERS, THAT ALTHOUGH HE SHOULD BE KILLED, HE DID NOT MUCH CARE IF HE LOST HIS LIFE IN SO GREAT A DESIGN. HE HAD ALSO FOUR BRETHREN, WHO WERE TALL MEN THEMSELVES, AND WERE BELIEVED TO BE SUPERIOR TO OTHERS IN THE STRENGTH OF THEIR HANDS, AND THEREBY WERE ENCOURAGED TO AIM AT GREAT THINGS, AND THOUGHT THAT STRENGTH OF THEIRS WOULD SUPPORT THEM IN RETAINING THE KINGDOM. EACH OF THESE RULED OVER A BAND OF MEN OF THEIR OWN; FOR THOSE THAT GOT TOGETHER TO THEM WERE VERY NUMEROUS. THEY WERE EVERY ONE OF THEM ALSO COMMANDERS; BUT WHEN THEY CAME TO FIGHT, THEY WERE SUBORDINATE TO HIM, AND FOUGHT FOR HIM, WHILE HE PUT A DIADEM ABOUT HIS HEAD, AND ASSEMBLED A COUNCIL TO DEBATE ABOUT WHAT THINGS SHOULD BE DONE, AND ALL THINGS WERE DONE ACCORDING TO HIS PLEASURE. AND THIS MAN RETAINED HIS POWER A GREAT WHILE; HE WAS ALSO CALLED KING, AND HAD NOTHING TO HINDER HIM FROM DOING WHAT HE PLEASED. HE ALSO, AS WELL AS HIS BRETHREN, SLEW A GREAT MANY BOTH OF THE ROMANS AND OF THE KING'S FORCES, AND MANAGED MATTERS WITH THE LIKE HATRED TO EACH OF THEM. THE KING'S FORCES THEY FELL UPON, BECAUSE OF THE LICENTIOUS CONDUCT THEY HAD BEEN ALLOWED UNDER HEROD'S GOVERNMENT; AND THEY FELL UPON THE ROMANS, BECAUSE OF THE INJURIES THEY HAD SO LATELY RECEIVED FROM THEM. BUT IN PROCESS OF TIME THEY GREW MORE-CRUEL TO ALL SORTS OF MEN, NOR COULD ANY ONE ESCAPE FROM ONE OR OTHER OF THESE SEDITIONS, SINCE THEY SLEW SOME OUT OF THE HOPES OF GAIN, AND OTHERS FROM A MERE CUSTOM OF SLAYING MEN. THEY ONCE ATTACKED A COMPANY OF ROMANS AT EMMAUS, WHO WERE BRINGING CORN AND WEAPONS TO THE ARMY, AND FELL UPON ARIUS, THE CENTURION, WHO COMMANDED THE COMPANY, AND SHOT FORTY OF THE BEST OF HIS FOOT SOLDIERS; BUT THE REST OF THEM WERE AFFRIGHTED AT THEIR SLAUGHTER, AND LEFT THEIR DEAD BEHIND THEM, BUT SAVED THEMSELVES BY THE MEANS OF GRATUS, WHO CAME WITH THE KING'S TROOPS THAT WERE ABOUT HIM TO THEIR ASSISTANCE. NOW THESE FOUR BRETHREN CONTINUED THE WAR A LONG WHILE BY SUCH SORT OF EXPEDITIONS, AND MUCH GRIEVED THE ROMANS; BUT DID THEIR OWN NATION ALSO A GREAT DEAL OF MISCHIEF. YET WERE THEY AFTERWARDS SUBDUED; ONE OF THEM IN A FIGHT WITH GRATUS, ANOTHER WITH PTOLEMY; ARCHELAUS ALSO TOOK THE ELDEST OF THEM PRISONER; WHILE THE LAST OF THEM WAS SO DEJECTED AT THE OTHER'S MISFORTUNE, AND SAW SO PLAINLY THAT HE HAD NO WAY NOW LEFT TO SAVE HIMSELF, HIS ARMY BEING WORN AWAY WITH SICKNESS AND CONTINUAL LABORS, THAT HE ALSO DELIVERED HIMSELF UP TO ARCHCLAUS, UPON HIS PROMISE AND OATH TO GOD [TO PRESERVE HIS LIFE.] BUT THESE THINGS CAME TO PASS A GOOD WHILE AFTERWARD. 
8. AND NOW JUDEA WAS FULL OF ROBBERIES; AND AS THE SEVERAL COMPANIES OF THE SEDITIOUS LIGHTED UPON ANY ONE TO HEAD THEM, HE WAS CREATED A KING IMMEDIATELY, IN ORDER TO DO MISCHIEF TO THE PUBLIC. THEY WERE IN SOME SMALL MEASURE INDEED, AND IN SMALL MATTERS, HURTFUL TO THE ROMANS; BUT THE MURDERS THEY COMMITTED UPON THEIR OWN PEOPLE LASTED A LONG WHILE. 
9. AS SOON AS VARUS WAS ONCE INFORMED OF THE STATE OF JUDEA BY SABINUS'S WRITING TO HIM, HE WAS AFRAID FOR THE LEGION HE HAD LEFT THERE; SO HE TOOK THE TWO OTHER LEGIONS, (FOR THERE WERE THREE LEGIONS IN ALL BELONGING TO SYRIA,) AND FOUR TROOPS OF HORSEMEN, WITH THE SEVERAL AUXILIARY FORCES WHICH EITHER THE KINGS OR CERTAIN OF THE TETRARCHS AFFORDED HIM, AND MADE WHAT HASTE HE COULD TO ASSIST THOSE THAT WERE THEN BESIEGED IN JUDEA. HE ALSO GAVE ORDER THAT ALL THAT WERE SENT OUT FOR THIS EXPEDITION, SHOULD MAKE HASTE TO PTOLEMAIS. THE CITIZENS OF BERYTUS ALSO GAVE HIM FIFTEEN HUNDRED AUXILIARIES AS HE PASSED THROUGH THEIR CITY. ARETAS ALSO, THE KING OF ARABIA PETREA, OUT OF HIS HATRED TO HEROD, AND IN ORDER TO PURCHASE THE FAVOR OF THE ROMANS, SENT HIM NO SMALL ASSISTANCE, BESIDES THEIR FOOTMEN AND HORSEMEN; AND WHEN HE HAD NOW COLLECTED ALL HIS FORCES TOGETHER, HE COMMITTED PART OF THEM TO HIS SON, AND TO A FRIEND OF HIS, AND SENT THEM UPON AN EXPEDITION INTO GALILEE, WHICH LIES IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF PTOLEMAIS; WHO MADE AN ATTACK UPON THE ENEMY, AND PUT THEM TO FLIGHT, AND TOOK SEPPHORIS, AND MADE ITS INHABITANTS SLAVES, AND BURNT THE CITY. BUT VARUS HIMSELF PURSUED HIS MARCH FOR SAMARIA WITH HIS WHOLE ARMY; YET DID NOT HE MEDDLE WITH THE CITY OF THAT NAME, BECAUSE IT HAD NOT AT ALL JOINED WITH THE SEDITIOUS; BUT PITCHED HIS CAMP AT A CERTAIN VILLAGE THAT BELONGED TO PTOLEMY, WHOSE NAME WAS ARUS, WHICH THE ARABIANS BURNT, OUT OF THEIR HATRED TO HEROD, AND OUT OF THE ENMITY THEY BORE TO HIS FRIENDS; WHENCE THEY MARCHED TO ANOTHER VILLAGE, WHOSE NAME WAS SAMPHO, WHICH THE ARABIANS PLUNDERED AND BURNT, ALTHOUGH IT WAS A FORTIFIED AND A STRONG PLACE; AND ALL ALONG THIS MARCH NOTHING ESCAPED THEM, BUT ALL PLACES WERE FULL OF FIRE AND OF SLAUGHTER. EMMAUS WAS ALSO BURNT BY VARUS'S ORDER, AFTER ITS INHABITANTS HAD DESERTED IT, THAT HE MIGHT AVENGE THOSE THAT HAD THERE BEEN DESTROYED. FROM THENCE HE NOW MARCHED TO JERUSALEM; WHEREUPON THOSE JEWS WHOSE CAMP LAY THERE, AND WHO HAD BESIEGED THE ROMAN LEGION, NOT BEARING THE COMING OF THIS ARMY, LEFT THE SIEGE IMPERFECT: BUT AS TO THE JERUSALEM JEWS, WHEN VARUS REPROACHED THEM BITTERLY FOR WHAT HAD BEEN DONE, THEY CLEARED THEMSELVES OF THE ACCUSATION, AND ALLEGED THAT THE CONFLUX OF THE PEOPLE WAS OCCASIONED BY THE FEAST; THAT THE WAR WAS NOT MADE WITH THEIR APPROBATION, BUT BY THE RASHNESS OF THE STRANGERS, WHILE THEY WERE ON THE SIDE OF THE ROMANS, AND BESIEGED TOGETHER WITH THEM, RATHER THAN HAVING ANY INCLINATION TO BESIEGE THEM. THERE ALSO CAME BEFOREHAND TO MEET VARUS, JOSEPH, THE COUSIN-GERMAN OF KING HEROD, AS ALSO GRATUS AND RUFUS, WHO BROUGHT THEIR SOLDIERS ALONG WITH THEM, TOGETHER WITH THOSE ROMANS WHO HAD BEEN BESIEGED; BUT SABINUS DID NOT COME INTO VARUS'S PRESENCE, BUT STOLE OUT OF THE CITY PRIVATELY, AND WENT TO THE SEA-SIDE. 
10. UPON THIS, VARUS SENT A PART OF HIS ARMY INTO THE COUNTRY, TO SEEK OUT THOSE THAT HAD BEEN THE AUTHORS OF THE REVOLT; AND WHEN THEY WERE DISCOVERED, HE PUNISHED SOME OF THEM THAT WERE MOST GUILTY, AND SOME HE DISMISSED: NOW THE NUMBER OF THOSE THAT WERE CRUCIFIED ON THIS ACCOUNT WERE TWO THOUSAND. AFTER WHICH HE DISBANDED HIS ARMY, WHICH HE FOUND NO WAY USEFUL TO HIM IN THE AFFAIRS HE CAME ABOUT; FOR THEY BEHAVED THEMSELVES VERY DISORDERLY, AND DISOBEYED HIS ORDERS, AND WHAT VARUS DESIRED THEM TO DO, AND THIS OUT OF REGARD TO THAT GAIN WHICH THEY MADE BY THE MISCHIEF THEY DID. AS FOR HIMSELF, WHEN HE WAS INFORMED THAT TEN THOUSAND JEWS HAD GOTTEN TOGETHER, HE MADE HASTE TO CATCH THEM; BUT THEY DID NOT PROCEED SO FAR AS TO FIGHT HIM, BUT, BY THE ADVICE OF ACHIABUS, THEY CAME TOGETHER, AND DELIVERED THEMSELVES UP TO HIM: HEREUPON VARUS FORGAVE THE CRIME OF REVOLTING TO THE MULTITUDE, BUT SENT THEIR SEVERAL COMMANDERS TO CAESAR, MANY OF WHOM CAESAR DISMISSED; BUT FOR THE SEVERAL RELATIONS OF HEROD WHO HAD BEEN AMONG THESE MEN IN THIS WAR, THEY WERE THE ONLY PERSONS WHOM HE PUNISHED, WHO, WITHOUT THE LEAST REGARD TO JUSTICE, FOUGHT AGAINST THEIR OWN KINDRED.
CHAPTER 11. AN EMBASSAGE TO CAESAR; AND HOW CAESAR CONFIRMED HEROD'S TESTAMENT. 
1. SO WHEN VARUS HAD SETTLED THESE AFFAIRS, AND HAD PLACED THE FORMER LEGION AT JERUSALEM, HE RETURNED BACK TO ANTIOCH; BUT AS FOR ARCHELAUS, HE HAD NEW SOURCES OF TROUBLE COME UPON HIM AT ROME, ON THE OCCASIONS FOLLOWING: FOR AN EMBASSAGE OF THE JEWS WAS COME TO ROME, VARUS HAVING PERMITTED THE NATION TO SEND IT, THAT THEY MIGHT PETITION FOR THE LIBERTY OF LIVING BY THEIR OWN LAWS. NOW THE NUMBER OF THE AMBASSADORS THAT WERE SENT BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE NATION WERE FIFTY, TO WHICH THEY JOINED ABOVE EIGHT THOUSAND OF THE JEWS THAT WERE AT ROME ALREADY. HEREUPON CAESAR ASSEMBLED HIS FRIENDS, AND THE CHIEF MEN AMONG THE ROMANS, IN THE TEMPLE OF APOLLO, WHICH HE HAD BUILT AT A VAST CHARGE; WHITHER THE AMBASSADORS CAME, AND A MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS THAT WERE THERE ALREADY CAME WITH THEM, AS DID ALSO ARCHELAUS AND HIS FRIENDS; BUT AS FOR THE SEVERAL KINSMEN WHICH ARCHELAUS HAD, THEY WOULD NOT JOIN THEMSELVES WITH HIM, OUT OF THEIR HATRED TO HIM; AND YET THEY THOUGHT IT TOO GROSS A THING FOR THEM TO ASSIST THE AMBASSADORS [AGAINST HIM], AS SUPPOSING IT WOULD BE A DISGRACE TO THEM IN CAESAR'S OPINION TO THINK OF THUS ACTING IN OPPOSITION TO A MAN OF THEIR OWN KINDRED. PHILIP ALSO WAS COME HITHER OUT OF SYRIA, BY THE PERSUASION OF VARUS, WITH THIS PRINCIPAL INTENTION TO ASSIST HIS BROTHER [ARCHELAUS]; FOR VARUS WAS HIS GREAT FRIEND: BUT STILL SO, THAT IF THERE SHOULD ANY CHANGE HAPPEN IN THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT, (WHICH VARUS SUSPECTED THERE WOULD,) AND IF ANY DISTRIBUTION SHOULD BE MADE ON ACCOUNT OF THE NUMBER THAT DESIRED THE LIBERTY OF LIVING BY THEIR OWN LAWS, THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE DISAPPOINTED, BUT MIGHT HAVE HIS SHARE IN IT. 
2. NOW UPON THE LIBERTY THAT WAS GIVEN TO THE JEWISH AMBASSADORS TO SPEAK, THEY WHO HOPED TO OBTAIN A DISSOLUTION OF KINGLY GOVERNMENT BETOOK THEMSELVES TO ACCUSE HEROD OF HIS INIQUITIES; AND THEY DECLARED THAT HE WAS INDEED IN NAME A KING, BUT THAT HE HAD TAKEN TO HIMSELF THAT UNCONTROLLABLE AUTHORITY WHICH TYRANTS EXERCISE OVER THEIR SUBJECTS, AND HAD MADE USE OF THAT AUTHORITY FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE JEWS, AND DID NOT ABSTAIN FROM MAKING MANY INNOVATIONS AMONG THEM BESIDES, ACCORDING TO HIS OWN INCLINATIONS; AND THAT WHEREAS THERE WERE A GREAT MANY WHO PERISHED BY THAT DESTRUCTION HE BROUGHT UPON THEM, SO MANY INDEED AS NO OTHER HISTORY RELATES, THEY THAT SURVIVED WERE FAR MORE MISERABLE THAN THOSE THAT SUFFERED UNDER HIM; NOT ONLY BY THE ANXIETY THEY WERE IN FROM HIS LOOKS AND DISPOSITION TOWARDS THEM, BUT FROM THE DANGER THEIR ESTATES WERE IN OF BEING TAKEN AWAY BY HIM. THAT HE DID NEVER LEAVE OFF ADORNING THESE CITIES THAT LAY IN THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD, BUT WERE INHABITED BY FOREIGNERS; BUT SO THAT THE CITIES BELONGING TO HIS OWN GOVERNMENT WERE RUINED, AND UTTERLY DESTROYED THAT WHEREAS, WHEN HE TOOK THE KINGDOM, IT WAS IN AN EXTRAORDINARY FLOURISHING CONDITION, HE HAD FILLED THE NATION WITH THE UTMOST DEGREE OF POVERTY; AND WHEN, UPON UNJUST PRETENSES, HE HAD SLAIN ANY OF THE NOBILITY, HE TOOK AWAY THEIR ESTATES; AND WHEN HE PERMITTED ANY OF THEM TO LIVE, HE CONDEMNED THEM TO THE FORFEITURE OF WHAT THEY POSSESSED. AND BESIDES THE ANNUAL IMPOSITIONS WHICH HE LAID UPON EVERY ONE OF THEM, THEY WERE TO MAKE LIBERAL PRESENTS TO HIMSELF, TO HIS DOMESTICS AND FRIENDS, AND TO SUCH OF HIS SLAVES AS WERE VOUCHSAFED THE FAVOR OF BEING HIS TAX-GATHERERS, BECAUSE THERE WAS NO WAY OF OBTAINING A FREEDOM FROM UNJUST VIOLENCE WITHOUT GIVING EITHER GOLD OR SILVER FOR IT. THAT THEY WOULD SAY NOTHING OF THE CORRUPTION OF THE CHASTITY OF THEIR VIRGINS, AND THE REPROACH LAID ON THEIR WIVES FOR INCONTINENCY, AND THOSE THINGS ACTED AFTER AN INSOLENT AND INHUMAN MANNER; BECAUSE IT WAS NOT A SMALLER PLEASURE TO THE SUFFERERS TO HAVE SUCH THINGS CONCEALED, THAN IT WOULD HAVE BEEN NOT TO HAVE SUFFERED THEM. THAT HEROD HAD PUT SUCH ABUSES UPON THEM AS A WILD BEAST WOULD NOT HAVE PUT ON THEM, IF HE HAD POWER GIVEN HIM TO RULE OVER US; AND THAT ALTHOUGH THEIR NATION HAD PASSED THROUGH MANY SUBVERSIONS AND ALTERATIONS OF GOVERNMENT, THEIR HISTORY GAVE NO ACCOUNT OF ANY CALAMITY THEY HAD EVER BEEN UNDER, THAT COULD BE COMPARED WITH THIS WHICH HEROD HAD BROUGHT UPON THEIR NATION; THAT IT WAS FOR THIS REASON THAT THEY THOUGHT THEY MIGHT JUSTLY AND GLADLY SALUTE ARCHELAUS AS KING, UPON THIS SUPPOSITION, THAT WHOSOEVER SHOULD BE SET OVER THEIR KINGDOM, HE WOULD APPEAR MORE MILD TO THEM THAN HEROD HAD BEEN; AND THAT THEY HAD JOINED WITH HIM IN THE MOURNING FOR HIS FATHER, IN ORDER TO GRATIFY HIM, AND WERE READY TO OBLIGE HIM IN OTHER POINTS ALSO, IF THEY COULD MEET WITH ANY DEGREE OF MODERATION FROM HIM; BUT THAT HE SEEMED TO BE AFRAID LEST HE SHOULD NOT BE DEEMED HEROD'S OWN SON; AND SO, WITHOUT ANY DELAY, HE IMMEDIATELY LET THE NATION UNDERSTAND HIS MEANING, AND THIS BEFORE HIS DOMINION WAS WELL ESTABLISHED, SINCE THE POWER OF DISPOSING OF IT BELONGED TO CAESAR, WHO COULD EITHER GIVE IT TO HIM OR NOT, AS HE PLEASED. THAT HE HAD GIVEN A SPECIMEN OF HIS FUTURE VIRTUE TO HIS SUBJECTS, AND WITH WHAT KIND OF MODERATION AND GOOD ADMINISTRATION HE WOULD GOVERN THEM, BY THAT HIS FIRST ACTION, WHICH CONCERNED THEM, HIS OWN CITIZENS, AND GOD HIMSELF ALSO, WHEN HE MADE THE SLAUGHTER OF THREE THOUSAND OF HIS OWN COUNTRYMEN AT THE TEMPLE. HOW THEN COULD THEY AVOID THE JUST HATRED OF HIM, WHO, TO THE REST OF HIS BARBARITY, HATH ADDED THIS AS ONE OF OUR CRIMES, THAT WE HAVE OPPOSED AND CONTRADICTED HIM IN THE EXERCISE OF HIS AUTHORITY? NOW THE MAIN THING THEY DESIRED WAS THIS: THAT THEY MIGHT BE DELIVERED FROM KINGLY AND THE LIKE FORMS OF GOVERNMENT, AND MIGHT BE ADDED TO SYRIA, AND BE PUT UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF SUCH PRESIDENTS OF THEIRS AS SHOULD BE SENT TO THEM; FOR THAT IT WOULD THEREBY BE MADE EVIDENT, WHETHER THEY BE REALLY A SEDITIOUS PEOPLE, AND GENERALLY FOND OF INNOVATIONS, OR WHETHER THEY WOULD LIVE IN AN ORDERLY MANNER, IF THEY MIGHT HAVE GOVERNORS OF ANY SORT OF MODERATION SET OVER THEM. 
3. NOW WHEN THE JEWS HAD SAID THIS, NICOLAUS VINDICATED THE KINGS FROM THOSE ACCUSATIONS, AND SAID, THAT AS FOR HEROD, SINCE HE HAD NEVER BEEN THUS ACCUSED ALL THE TIME OF HIS LIFE, IT WAS NOT FIT FOR THOSE THAT MIGHT HAVE ACCUSED HIM OF LESSER CRIMES THAN THOSE NOW MENTIONED, AND MIGHT HAVE PROCURED HIM TO BE PUNISHED DURING HIS LIFETIME, TO BRING AN ACCUSATION AGAINST HIM NOW HE IS DEAD. HE ALSO ATTRIBUTED THE ACTIONS OF ARCHLAUS TO THE JEWS' INJURIES TO HIM, WHO, AFFECTING TO GOVERN CONTRARY TO THE LAWS, AND GOING ABOUT TO KILL THOSE THAT WOULD HAVE HINDERED THEM FROM ACTING UNJUSTLY, WHEN THEY WERE BY HIM PUNISHED FOR WHAT THEY HAD DONE, MADE THEIR COMPLAINTS AGAINST HIM; SO HE ACCUSED THEM OF THEIR ATTEMPTS FOR INNOVATION, AND OF THE PLEASURE THEY TOOK IN SEDITION, BY REASON OF THEIR NOT HAVING LEARNED TO SUBMIT TO JUSTICE AND TO THE LAWS, BUT STILL DESIRING TO BE SUPERIOR IN ALL THINGS. THIS WAS THE SUBSTANCE OF WHAT NICOLAUS SAID. 
4. WHEN CAESAR HAD HEARD THESE PLEADINGS, HE DISSOLVED THE ASSEMBLY; BUT A FEW DAYS AFTERWARDS HE APPOINTED ARCHELAUS, NOT INDEED TO BE KING OF THE WHOLE COUNTRY, BUT ETHNARCH OF THE ONE HALF OF THAT WHICH HAD BEEN SUBJECT TO HEROD, AND PROMISED TO GIVE HIM THE ROYAL DIGNITY HEREAFTER, IF HE GOVERNED HIS PART VIRTUOUSLY. BUT AS FOR THE OTHER HALF, HE DIVIDED IT INTO TWO PARTS, AND GAVE IT TO TWO OTHERS OF HEROD'S SONS, TO PHILIP AND TO ANTIPAS, THAT ANTIPAS WHO DISPUTED WITH ARCHELAUS FOR THE WHOLE KINGDOM. NOW TO HIM IT WAS THAT PERES AND GALILEE PAID THEIR TRIBUTE, WHICH AMOUNTED ANNUALLY TO TWO HUNDRED TALENTS, WHILE BATANEA, WITH TRACHONITIS, AS WELL AS AURANITIS, WITH A CERTAIN PART OF WHAT WAS CALLED THE HOUSE OF ZENODORUS, PAID THE TRIBUTE OF ONE HUNDRED TALENTS TO PHILIP; BUT IDUMEA, AND JUDEA, AND THE COUNTRY OF SAMARIA PAID TRIBUTE TO ARCHELAUS, BUT HAD NOW A FOURTH PART OF THAT TRIBUTE TAKEN OFF BY THE ORDER OF CAESAR, WHO DECREED THEM THAT MITIGATION, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT JOIN IN THIS REVOLT WITH THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE. THERE WERE ALSO CERTAIN OF THE CITIES WHICH PAID TRIBUTE TO ARCHELAUS: STRATO'S TOWER AND SEBASTE, WITH JOPPA AND JERUSALEM; FOR AS TO GAZA, AND GADARA, AND HIPPOS, THEY WERE GRECIAN CITIES, WHICH CAESAR SEPARATED FROM HIS GOVERNMENT, AND ADDED THEM TO THE PROVINCE OF SYRIA. NOW THE TRIBUTE-MONEY THAT CAME TO ARCHELAUS EVERY YEAR FROM HIS OWN DOMINIONS AMOUNTED TO SIX HUNDRED TALENTS. 
5. AND SO MUCH CAME TO HEROD'S SONS FROM THEIR FATHER'S INHERITANCE. BUT SALOME, BESIDES WHAT HER BROTHER LEFT HER BY HIS TESTAMENT, WHICH WERE JAMNIA, AND ASHDOD, AND PHASAELIS, AND FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND [DRACHMAE] OF COINED SILVER, CAESAR MADE HER A PRESENT OF A ROYAL HABITATION AT ASKELO; IN ALL, HER REVENUES AMOUNTED TO SIXTY TALENTS BY THE YEAR, AND HER DWELLING-HOUSE WAS WITHIN ARCHELAUS'S GOVERNMENT. THE REST ALSO OF THE KING'S RELATIONS RECEIVED WHAT HIS TESTAMENT ALLOTTED THEM. MOREOVER, CAESAR MADE A PRESENT TO EACH OF HEROD'S TWO VIRGIN DAUGHTERS, BESIDES WHAT THEIR FATHER LEFT THEM, OF TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND [DRACHMAE] OF SILVER, AND MARRIED THEM TO PHERORAS'S SONS: HE ALSO GRANTED ALL THAT WAS BEQUEATHED TO HIMSELF TO THE KING'S SONS, WHICH WAS ONE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED TALENTS, EXCEPTING A FEW OF THE VESSELS, WHICH HE RESERVED FOR HIMSELF; AND THEY WERE ACCEPTABLE TO HIM, NOT SO MUCH FOR THE GREAT VALUE THEY WERE OF, AS BECAUSE THEY WERE MEMORIALS OF THE KING TO HIM.
CHAPTER 12. CONCERNING A SPURIOUS ALEXANDER. 
1. WHEN THESE AFFAIRS HAD BEEN THUS SETTLED BY CAESAR, A CERTAIN YOUNG MAN, BY BIRTH A JEW, BUT BROUGHT UP BY A ROMAN FREED-MAN IN THE CITY SIDON, INGRAFTED HIMSELF INTO THE KINDRED OF HEROD, BY THE RESEMBLANCE OF HIS COUNTENANCE, WHICH THOSE THAT SAW HIM ATTESTED TO BE THAT OF ALEXANDER, THE SON OF HEROD, WHOM HE HAD SLAIN; AND THIS WAS AN INCITEMENT TO HIM TO ENDEAVOR TO OBTAIN THE GOVERNMENT; SO HE TOOK TO HIM AS AN ASSISTANT A MAN OF HIS OWN COUNTRY, (ONE THAT WAS WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THE AFFAIRS OF THE PALACE, BUT, ON OTHER ACCOUNTS, AN ILL MAN, AND ONE WHOSE NATURE MADE HIM CAPABLE OF CAUSING GREAT DISTURBANCES TO THE PUBLIC, AND ONE THAT BECAME A TEACHER OF SUCH A MISCHIEVOUS CONTRIVANCE TO THE OTHER,) AND DECLARED HIMSELF TO BE ALEXANDER, AND THE SON OF HEROD, BUT STOLEN AWAY. BY ONE OF THOSE THAT WERE SENT TO SLAY HIM, WHO, IN REALITY, SLEW OTHER MEN, IN ORDER TO DECEIVE THE SPECTATORS, BUT SAVED BOTH HIM AND HIS BROTHER ARISTOBULUS. THUS, WAS THIS MAN ELATED, AND ABLE TO IMPOSE ON THOSE THAT CAME TO HIM; AND WHEN HE WAS COME TO CRETE, HE MADE ALL THE JEWS THAT CAME TO DISCOURSE WITH HIM BELIEVE HIM [TO BE ALEXANDER]. AND WHEN HE HAD GOTTEN MUCH MONEY WHICH HAD BEEN PRESENTED TO HIM THERE, HE PASSED OVER TO MELOS, WHERE HE GOT MUCH MORE MONEY THAN HE HAD BEFORE, OUT OF THE BELIEF THEY HAD THAT HE WAS OF THE ROYAL FAMILY, AND THEIR HOPES THAT HE WOULD RECOVER HIS FATHER'S PRINCIPALITY, AND REWARD HIS BENEFACTORS; SO HE MADE HASTE TO ROME, AND WAS CONDUCTED THITHER BY THOSE STRANGERS WHO ENTERTAINED HIM. HE WAS ALSO SO FORTUNATE, AS, UPON HIS LANDING AT DICEARCHIA, TO BRING THE JEWS THAT WERE THERE INTO THE SAME DELUSION; AND NOT ONLY OTHER PEOPLE, BUT ALSO ALL THOSE THAT HAD BEEN GREAT WITH HEROD, OR HAD A KINDNESS FOR HIM, JOINED THEMSELVES TO THIS MAN AS TO THEIR KING. THE CAUSE OF IT WAS THIS, THAT MEN WERE GLAD OF HIS PRETENSES, WHICH WERE SECONDED BY THE LIKENESS OF HIS COUNTENANCE, WHICH MADE THOSE THAT HAD BEEN ACQUAINTED WITH ALEXANDER STRONGLY TO BELIEVE THAT HE WAS NO OTHER BUT THE VERY SAME PERSON, WHICH THEY ALSO CONFIRMED TO OTHERS BY OATH; INSOMUCH THAT WHEN THE REPORT WENT ABOUT HIM THAT HE WAS COMING TO ROME, THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS THAT WERE THERE WENT OUT TO MEET HIM, ASCRIBING IT TO DIVINE PROVIDENCE THAT HE HAS SO UNEXPECTEDLY ESCAPED, AND BEING VERY JOYFUL ON ACCOUNT OF HIS MOTHER'S FAMILY. AND WHEN HE WAS COME, HE WAS CARRIED IN A ROYAL LITTER THROUGH THE STREETS; AND ALL THE ORNAMENTS ABOUT HIM WERE SUCH AS KINGS ARE ADORNED WITHAL; AND THIS WAS AT THE EXPENSE OF THOSE THAT ENTERTAINED HIM. THE MULTITUDE ALSO FLOCKED ABOUT HIM GREATLY, AND MADE MIGHTY ACCLAMATIONS TO HIM, AND NOTHING WAS OMITTED WHICH COULD BE THOUGHT SUITABLE TO SUCH AS HAD BEEN SO UNEXPECTEDLY PRESERVED. 
2. WHEN THIS THING WAS TOLD CAESAR, HE DID NOT BELIEVE IT, BECAUSE HEROD WAS NOT EASILY TO BE IMPOSED UPON IN SUCH AFFAIRS AS WERE OF GREAT CONCERN TO HIM; YET, HAVING SOME SUSPICION IT MIGHT BE SO, HE SENT ONE CELADUS, A FREED-MAN OF HIS, AND ONE THAT HAD CONVERSED WITH THE YOUNG MEN THEMSELVES, AND BADE HIM BRING ALEXANDER INTO HIS PRESENCE; SO HE BROUGHT HIM, BEING NO MORE ACCURATE IN JUDGING ABOUT HIM THAN THE REST OF THE MULTITUDE. YET DID NOT HE DECEIVE CAESAR; FOR ALTHOUGH THERE WAS A RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN HIM AND ALEXANDER, YET WAS IT NOT SO EXACT AS TO IMPOSE ON SUCH AS WERE PRUDENT IN DISCERNING; FOR THIS SPURIOUS ALEXANDER HAD HIS HANDS ROUGH, BY THE LABORS HE HAD BEEN PUT TO AND INSTEAD OF THAT SOFTNESS OF BODY WHICH THE OTHER HAD, AND THIS AS DERIVED FROM HIS DELICATE AND GENEROUS EDUCATION, THIS MAN, FOR THE CONTRARY REASON, HAD A RUGGED BODY. WHEN, THEREFORE, CAESAR SAW HOW THE MASTER AND THE SCHOLAR AGREED IN THIS LYING STORY, AND IN A BOLD WAY OF TALKING, HE INQUIRED ABOUT ARISTOBULUS, AND ASKED WHAT BECAME OF HIM WHO (IT SEEMS) WAS STOLEN AWAY TOGETHER WITH HIM, AND FOR WHAT REASON IT WAS THAT HE DID NOT COME ALONG WITH HIM, AND ENDEAVOR TO RECOVER THAT DOMINION WHICH WAS DUE TO HIS HIGH BIRTH ALSO. AND WHEN HE SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN LEFT IN THE ISLE OF CRETE, FOR FEAR OF THE DANGERS OF THE SEA, THAT, IN CASE ANY ACCIDENT SHOULD COME TO HIMSELF, THE POSTERITY OF MARIAMNE MIGHT NOT UTTERLY PERISH, BUT THAT ARISTOBULUS MIGHT SURVIVE, AND PUNISH THOSE THAT LAID SUCH TREACHEROUS DESIGNS AGAINST THEM; AND WHEN HE PERSEVERED IN HIS AFFIRMATIONS, AND THE AUTHOR OF THE IMPOSTURE AGREED IN SUPPORTING IT, CAESAR TOOK THE YOUNG MAN BY HIMSELF, AND SAID TO HIM, "IF THOU WILT NOT IMPOSE UPON ME, THOU SHALT HAVE THIS FOR THY REWARD, THAT THOU SHALT ESCAPE WITH THY LIFE; TELL ME, THEN, WHO THOU ART, AND WHO IT WAS THAT HAD BOLDNESS ENOUGH TO CONTRIVE SUCH A CHEAT AS THIS. FOR THIS CONTRIVANCE IS TOO CONSIDERABLE A PIECE OF VILLAINY TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY ONE OF THY AGE." ACCORDINGLY, BECAUSE HE HAD NO OTHER WAY TO TAKE, HE TOLD CAESAR THE CONTRIVANCE, AND AFTER WHAT MANNER AND BY WHOM IT WAS LAID TOGETHER. SO CAESAR, UPON OBSERVING THE SPURIOUS ALEXANDER TO BE A STRONG ACTIVE MAN, AND FIT TO WORK WITH HIS HANDS, THAT HE MIGHT NOT BREAK HIS PROMISE TO HIM, PUT HIM AMONG THOSE THAT WERE TO ROW AMONG THE MARINERS, BUT SLEW HIM THAT INDUCED HIM TO DO WHAT HE HAD DONE; FOR AS FOR THE PEOPLE OF MELOS, HE THOUGHT THEM SUFFICIENTLY PUNISHED, IN HAVING THROWN AWAY SO MUCH OF THEIR MONEY UPON THIS SPURIOUS ALEXANDER. AND SUCH WAS THE IGNOMINIOUS CONCLUSION OF THIS BOLD CONTRIVANCE ABOUT THE SPURIOUS ALEXANDER.
CHAPTER 13. HOW ARCHELAUS UPON A SECOND ACCUSATION, WAS BANISHED TO VIENNA. 
1. WHEN ARCHELAUS WAS ENTERED ON HIS ETHNARCHY, AND WAS COME INTO JUDEA, HE ACCUSED JOAZAR, THE SON OF BOETHUS, OF ASSISTING THE SEDITIOUS, AND TOOK AWAY THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD FROM HIM, AND PUT ELEAZAR HIS BROTHER IN HIS PLACE. HE ALSO MAGNIFICENTLY REBUILT THE ROYAL PALACE THAT HAD BEEN AT JERICHO, AND HE DIVERTED HALF THE WATER WITH WHICH THE VILLAGE OF NEARA USED TO BE WATERED, AND DREW OFF THAT WATER INTO THE PLAIN, TO WATER THOSE PALM TREES WHICH HE HAD THERE PLANTED: HE ALSO BUILT A VILLAGE, AND PUT HIS OWN NAME UPON IT, AND CALLED IT ARCHELAIS. MOREOVER, HE TRANSGRESSED THE LAW OF OUR FATHERS AND MARRIED GLAPHYRA, THE DAUGHTER OF ARCHELAUS, WHO HAD BEEN THE WIFE OF HIS BROTHER ALEXANDER, WHICH ALEXANDER HAD THREE CHILDREN BY HER, WHILE IT WAS A THING DETESTABLE AMONG THE JEWS TO MARRY THE BROTHER'S WIFE. NOR DID THIS ELEAZAR ABIDE LONG IN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, JESUS, THE SON OF SIE, BEING PUT IN HIS ROOM WHILE HE WAS STILL LIVING. 
2. BUT IN THE TENTH YEAR OF ARCHELAUS'S GOVERNMENT, BOTH HIS BRETHREN, AND THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF JUDEA AND SAMARIA, NOT BEING ABLE TO BEAR HIS BARBAROUS AND TYRANNICAL USAGE OF THEM, ACCUSED HIM BEFORE CAESAR, AND THAT ESPECIALLY BECAUSE THEY KNEW HE HAD BROKEN THE COMMANDS OF CAESAR, WHICH OBLIGED HIM TO BEHAVE HIMSELF WITH MODERATION AMONG THEM. WHEREUPON CAESAR, WHEN HE HEARD IT, WAS VERY ANGRY, AND CALLED FOR ARCHELAUS'S STEWARD, WHO TOOK CARE OF HIS AFFAIRS AT ROME, AND WHOSE NAME WAS ARCHELAUS ALSO; AND THINKING IT BENEATH HIM TO WRITE TO ARCHELAUS, HE BID HIM SAIL AWAY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, AND BRING HIM TO US: SO THE MAN MADE HASTE IN HIS VOYAGE, AND WHEN HE CAME INTO JUDEA, HE FOUND ARCHELAUS FEASTING WITH HIS FRIENDS; SO HE TOLD HIM WHAT CAESAR HAD SENT HIM ABOUT, AND HASTENED HIM AWAY. AND WHEN HE WAS COME [TO ROME], CAESAR, UPON HEARING WHAT CERTAIN ACCUSERS OF HIS HAD TO SAY, AND WHAT REPLY HE COULD MAKE, BOTH BANISHED HIM, AND APPOINTED VIENNA, A CITY OF GAUL, TO BE THE PLACE OF HIS HABITATION, AND TOOK HIS MONEY AWAY FROM HIM. 
3. NOW, BEFORE ARCHELAUS WAS GONE UP TO ROME UPON THIS MESSAGE, HE RELATED THIS DREAM TO HIS FRIENDS: THAT HE SAW EARS OF CORN, IN NUMBER TEN, FULL OF WHEAT, PERFECTLY RIPE, WHICH EARS, AS IT SEEMED TO HIM, WERE DEVOURED BY OXEN. AND WHEN HE WAS AWAKE AND GOTTEN UP, BECAUSE THE VISION APPEARED TO BE OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO HIM, HE SENT FOR THE DIVINERS, WHOSE STUDY WAS EMPLOYED ABOUT DREAMS. AND WHILE SOME WERE OF ONE OPINION, AND SOME OF ANOTHER, (FOR ALL THEIR INTERPRETATIONS DID NOT AGREE,) SIMON, A MAN OF THE SECT OF THE ESSENS, DESIRED LEAVE TO SPEAK HIS MIND FREELY, AND SAID THAT THE VISION DENOTED A CHANGE IN THE AFFAIRS OF ARCHELAUS, AND THAT NOT FOR THE BETTER; THAT OXEN, BECAUSE THAT ANIMAL TAKES UNEASY PAINS IN HIS LABORS, DENOTED AFFLICTIONS, AND INDEED DENOTED, FURTHER, A CHANGE OF AFFAIRS, BECAUSE THAT LAND WHICH IS PLOUGHED BY OXEN CANNOT REMAIN IN ITS FORMER STATE; AND THAT THE EARS OF CORN BEING TEN, DETERMINED THE LIKE NUMBER OF YEARS, BECAUSE AN EAR OF CORN GROWS IN ONE YEAR; AND THAT THE TIME OF ARCHELAUS'S GOVERNMENT WAS OVER. AND THUS, DID THIS MAN EXPOUND THE DREAM. NOW ON THE FIFTH DAY AFTER THIS DREAM CAME FIRST TO ARCHELAUS, THE OTHER ARCHELAUS, THAT WAS SENT TO JUDEA BY CAESAR TO CALL HIM AWAY, CAME HITHER ALSO. 
4. THE LIKE ACCIDENT BEFELL GLAPHYRA HIS WIFE, WHO WAS THE DAUGHTER OF KING ARCHELAUS, WHO, AS I SAID BEFORE, WAS MARRIED, WHILE SHE WAS A VIRGIN, TO ALEXANDER, THE SON OF HEROD, AND BROTHER OF ARCHELAUS; BUT SINCE IT FELL OUT SO THAT ALEXANDER WAS SLAIN BY HIS FATHER, SHE WAS MARRIED TO JUBA, THE KING OF LYBIA; AND WHEN HE WAS DEAD, AND SHE LIVED IN WIDOWHOOD IN CAPPADOCIA WITH HER FATHER, ARCHCLAUS DIVORCED HIS FORMER WIFE MARIAMNE, AND MARRIED HER, SO GREAT WAS HIS AFFECTION FOR THIS GLPHYRA; WHO, DURING HER MARRIAGE TO HIM, SAW THE FOLLOWING DREAM: SHE THOUGHT SHE SAW ALEXANDER STANDING BY HER, AT WHICH SHE REJOICED, AND EMBRACED HIM WITH GREAT AFFECTION; BUT THAT HE COMPLAINED O HER, AND SAID, O GLAPHYRA! THOU PROVEST THAT SAYING TO BE TRUE, WHICH ASSURES US THAT WOMEN ARE NOT TO BE TRUSTED. DIDST NOT THOU PLEDGE THY FAITH TO ME? AND WAST NOT THOU MARRIED TO ME WHEN THOU WAST A VIRGIN? AND HAD WE NOT CHILDREN BETWEEN US? YET HAST THOU FORGOTTEN THE AFFECTION I BARE TO THEE, OUT OF A DESIRE OF A SECOND HUSBAND. NOR HAST THOU BEEN SATISFIED WITH THAT INJURY THOU DIDST ME, BUT THOU HAST BEEN SO BOLD AS TO PROCURE THEE A THIRD HUSBAND TO LIE BY THEE, AND IN AN INDECENT AND IMPRUDENT MANNER HAST ENTERED INTO MY HOUSE, AND HAST BEEN MARRIED TO ARCHELAUS, THY HUSBAND AND MY BROTHER. HOWEVER, I WILL NOT FORGET THY FORMER KIND AFFECTION FOR ME, BUT WILL SET THEE FREE FROM EVERY SUCH REPROACHFUL ACTION, AND CAUSE THEE TO BE MINE AGAIN, AS THOU ONCE WAST. WHEN SHE HAD RELATED THIS TO HER FEMALE COMPANIONS, IN A FEW DAYS' TIME SHE DEPARTED THIS LIFE. 
5. NOW I DID NOT THINK THESE HISTORIES IMPROPER FOR THE PRESENT DISCOURSE, BOTH BECAUSE MY DISCOURSE NOW IS CONCERNING KINGS, AND OTHERWISE ALSO ON ACCOUNT OF THE ADVANTAGE HENCE TO BE DRAWN, AS WELL FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL, AS OF THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD OVER HUMAN AFFAIRS, I THOUGHT THEM FIT TO BE SET DOWN; BUT IF ANY ONE DOES NOT BELIEVE SUCH RELATIONS, LET HIM INDEED ENJOY HIS OWN OPINION, BUT LET HIM NOT HINDER ANOTHER THAT WOULD THEREBY ENCOURAGE HIMSELF IN VIRTUE. SO ARCHELAUS'S COUNTRY WAS LAID TO THE PROVINCE OF SYRIA; AND CYRENIUS, ONE THAT HAD BEEN CONSUL, WAS SENT BY CAESAR TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF PEOPLE'S EFFECTS IN SYRIA, AND TO SELL THE HOUSE OF ARCHELAUS.
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK XVIII
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THIRTY-TWO YEARS FROM THE BANISHMENT OF ARCHELUS TO THE DEPARTURE FROM BABYLON
CHAPTER 1. HOW CYRENIUS WAS SENT BY CAESAR TO MAKE A TAXATION OF SYRIA AND JUDEA; AND HOW COPONIUS WAS SENT TO BE PROCURATOR OF JUDEA; CONCERNING JUDAS OF GALILEE AND CONCERNING THE SECTS THAT WERE AMONG THE JEWS. 
1. NOW CYRENIUS, A ROMAN SENATOR, AND ONE WHO HAD GONE THROUGH OTHER MAGISTRACIES, AND HAD PASSED THROUGH THEM TILL HE HAD BEEN CONSUL, AND ONE WHO, ON OTHER ACCOUNTS, WAS OF GREAT DIGNITY, CAME AT THIS TIME INTO SYRIA, WITH A FEW OTHERS, BEING SENT BY CAESAR TO HE A JUDGE OF THAT NATION, AND TO TAKE AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR SUBSTANCE. COPONIUS ALSO, A MAN OF THE EQUESTRIAN ORDER, WAS SENT TOGETHER WITH HIM, TO HAVE THE SUPREME POWER OVER THE JEWS. MOREOVER, CYRENIUS CAME HIMSELF INTO JUDEA, WHICH WAS NOW ADDED TO THE PROVINCE OF SYRIA, TO TAKE AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR SUBSTANCE, AND TO DISPOSE OF ARCHELAUS'S MONEY; BUT THE JEWS, ALTHOUGH AT THE BEGINNING THEY TOOK THE REPORT OF A TAXATION HEINOUSLY, YET DID THEY LEAVE OFF ANY FURTHER OPPOSITION TO IT, BY THE PERSUASION OF JOAZAR, WHO WAS THE SON OF BEETHUS, AND HIGH PRIEST; SO THEY, BEING OVER-PESUADED BY JOAZAR'S WORDS, GAVE AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR ESTATES, WITHOUT ANY DISPUTE ABOUT IT. YET WAS THERE ONE JUDAS, A GAULONITE, OF A CITY WHOSE NAME WAS GAMALA, WHO, TAKING WITH HIM SADDUC, A PHARISEE, BECAME ZEALOUS TO DRAW THEM TO A REVOLT, WHO BOTH SAID THAT THIS TAXATION WAS NO BETTER THAN AN INTRODUCTION TO SLAVERY, AND EXHORTED THE NATION TO ASSERT THEIR LIBERTY; AS IF THEY COULD PROCURE THEM HAPPINESS AND SECURITY FOR WHAT THEY POSSESSED, AND AN ASSURED ENJOYMENT OF A STILL GREATER GOOD, WHICH WAS THAT OF THE HONOR AND GLORY THEY WOULD THEREBY ACQUIRE FOR MAGNANIMITY. THEY ALSO SAID THAT GOD WOULD NOT OTHERWISE BE ASSISTING TO THEM, THEN UPON THEIR JOINING WITH ONE ANOTHER IN SUCH COUNCILS AS MIGHT BE SUCCESSFUL, AND FOR THEIR OWN ADVANTAGE; AND THIS ESPECIALLY, IF THEY WOULD SET ABOUT GREAT EXPLOITS, AND NOT GROW WEARY IN EXECUTING THE SAME; SO MEN RECEIVED WHAT THEY SAID WITH PLEASURE, AND THIS BOLD ATTEMPT PROCEEDED TO A GREAT HEIGHT. ALL SORTS OF MISFORTUNES ALSO SPRANG FROM THESE MEN, AND THE NATION WAS INFECTED WITH THIS DOCTRINE TO AN INCREDIBLE DEGREE; ONE VIOLENT WAR CAME UPON US AFTER ANOTHER, AND WE LOST OUR FRIENDS WHICH USED TO ALLEVIATE OUR PAINS; THERE WERE ALSO VERY GREAT ROBBERIES AND MURDER OF OUR PRINCIPAL MEN. THIS WAS DONE IN PRETENSE INDEED FOR THE PUBLIC WELFARE, BUT IN REALITY FOR THE HOPES OF GAIN TO THEMSELVES; WHENCE AROSE SEDITIONS, AND FROM THEM MURDERS OF MEN, WHICH SOMETIMES FELL ON THOSE OF THEIR OWN PEOPLE, (BY THE MADNESS OF THESE MEN TOWARDS ONE ANOTHER, WHILE THEIR DESIRE WAS THAT NONE OF THE ADVERSE PARTY MIGHT BE LEFT,) AND SOMETIMES ON THEIR ENEMIES; A FAMINE ALSO COMING UPON US, REDUCED US TO THE LAST DEGREE OF DESPAIR, AS DID ALSO THE TAKING AND DEMOLISHING OF CITIES; NAY, THE SEDITION AT LAST INCREASED SO HIGH, THAT THE VERY TEMPLE OF GOD WAS BURNT DOWN BY THEIR ENEMIES' FIRE. SUCH WERE THE CONSEQUENCES OF THIS, THAT THE CUSTOMS OF OUR FATHERS WERE ALTERED, AND SUCH A CHANGE WAS MADE, AS ADDED A MIGHTY WEIGHT TOWARD BRINGING ALL TO DESTRUCTION, WHICH THESE MEN OCCASIONED BY THEIR THUS CONSPIRING TOGETHER; FOR JUDAS AND SADDUC, WHO EXCITED A FOURTH PHILOSOPHIC SECT AMONG US, AND HAD A GREAT MANY FOLLOWERS THEREIN, FILLED OUR CIVIL GOVERNMENT WITH TUMULTS AT PRESENT, AND LAID THE FOUNDATIONS OF OUR FUTURE MISERIES, BY THIS SYSTEM OF PHILOSOPHY, WHICH WE WERE BEFORE UNACQUAINTED WITHAL, CONCERNING WHICH I WILL DISCOURSE A LITTLE, AND THIS THE RATHER BECAUSE THE INFECTION WHICH SPREAD THENCE AMONG THE YOUNGER SORT, WHO WERE ZEALOUS FOR IT, BROUGHT THE PUBLIC TO DESTRUCTION. 
2. THE JEWS HAD FOR A GREAT WHILE HAD THREE SECTS OF PHILOSOPHY PECULIAR TO THEMSELVES; THE SECT OF THE ESSENS, AND THE SECT OF THE SADDUCEES, AND THE THIRD SORT OF OPINIONS WAS THAT OF THOSE CALLED PHARISEES; OF WHICH SECTS, ALTHOUGH I HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN IN THE SECOND BOOK OF THE JEWISH WAR, YET WILL I A LITTLE TOUCH UPON THEM NOW. 
3. NOW, FOR THE PHARISEES, THEY LIVE MEANLY, AND DESPISE DELICACIES IN DIET; AND THEY FOLLOW THE CONDUCT OF REASON; AND WHAT THAT PRESCRIBES TO THEM AS GOOD FOR THEM THEY DO; AND THEY THINK THEY OUGHT EARNESTLY TO STRIVE TO OBSERVE REASON'S DICTATES FOR PRACTICE. THEY ALSO PAY A RESPECT TO SUCH AS ARE IN YEARS; NOR ARE THEY SO BOLD AS TO CONTRADICT THEM IN ANY THING WHICH THEY HAVE INTRODUCED; AND WHEN THEY DETERMINE THAT ALL THINGS ARE DONE BY FATE, THEY DO NOT TAKE AWAY THE FREEDOM FROM MEN OF ACTING AS THEY THINK FIT; SINCE THEIR NOTION IS, THAT IT HATH PLEASED GOD TO MAKE A TEMPERAMENT, WHEREBY WHAT HE WILLS IS DONE, BUT SO THAT THE WILL OF MAN CAN ACT VIRTUOUSLY OR VICIOUSLY. THEY ALSO BELIEVE THAT SOULS HAVE AN IMMORTAL RIGOR IN THEM, AND THAT UNDER THE EARTH THERE WILL BE REWARDS OR PUNISHMENTS, ACCORDING AS THEY HAVE LIVED VIRTUOUSLY OR VICIOUSLY IN THIS LIFE; AND THE LATTER ARE TO BE DETAINED IN AN EVERLASTING PRISON, BUT THAT THE FORMER SHALL HAVE POWER TO REVIVE AND LIVE AGAIN; ON ACCOUNT OF WHICH DOCTRINES THEY ARE ABLE GREATLY TO PERSUADE THE BODY OF THE PEOPLE; AND WHATSOEVER THEY DO ABOUT DIVINE WORSHIP, PRAYERS, AND SACRIFICES, THEY PERFORM THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR DIRECTION; INSOMUCH THAT THE CITIES GIVE GREAT ATTESTATIONS TO THEM ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR ENTIRE VIRTUOUS CONDUCT, BOTH IN THE ACTIONS OF THEIR LIVES AND THEIR DISCOURSES ALSO. 
4. BUT THE DOCTRINE OF THE SADDUCEES IS THIS: THAT SOULS DIE WITH THE BODIES; NOR DO THEY REGARD THE OBSERVATION OF ANY THING BESIDES WHAT THE LAW ENJOINS THEM; FOR THEY THINK IT AN INSTANCE OF VIRTUE TO DISPUTE WITH THOSE TEACHERS OF PHILOSOPHY WHOM THEY FREQUENT: BUT THIS DOCTRINE IS RECEIVED BUT BY A FEW, YET BY THOSE STILL OF THE GREATEST DIGNITY. BUT THEY ARE ABLE TO DO ALMOST NOTHING OF THEMSELVES; FOR WHEN THEY BECOME MAGISTRATES, AS THEY ARE UNWILLINGLY AND BY FORCE SOMETIMES OBLIGED TO BE, THEY ADDICT THEMSELVES TO THE NOTIONS OF THE PHARISEES, BECAUSE THE MULTITUDE WOULD NOT OTHERWISE BEAR THEM. 
5. THE DOCTRINE OF THE ESSENS IS THIS: THAT ALL THINGS ARE BEST ASCRIBED TO GOD. THEY TEACH THE IMMORTALITY OF SOULS, AND ESTEEM THAT THE REWARDS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ARE TO BE EARNESTLY STRIVEN FOR; AND WHEN THEY SEND WHAT THEY HAVE DEDICATED TO GOD INTO THE TEMPLE, THEY DO NOT OFFER SACRIFICES BECAUSE THEY HAVE MORE PURE LUSTRATIONS OF THEIR OWN; ON WHICH ACCOUNT THEY ARE EXCLUDED FROM THE COMMON COURT OF THE TEMPLE, BUT OFFER THEIR SACRIFICES THEMSELVES; YET IS THEIR COURSE OF LIFE BETTER THAN THAT OF OTHER MEN; AND THEY ENTIRELY ADDICT THEMSELVES TO HUSBANDRY. IT ALSO DESERVES OUR ADMIRATION, HOW MUCH THEY EXCEED ALL OTHER MEN THAT ADDICT THEMSELVES TO VIRTUE, AND THIS IN RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND INDEED, TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT AS IT HATH NEVER APPEARED AMONG ANY OTHER MEN, NEITHER GREEKS NOR BARBARIANS, NO, NOT FOR A LITTLE TIME, SO HATH IT ENDURED A LONG WHILE AMONG THEM. THIS IS DEMONSTRATED BY THAT INSTITUTION OF THEIRS, WHICH WILL NOT SUFFER ANY THING TO HINDER THEM FROM HAVING ALL THINGS IN COMMON; SO THAT A RICH MAN ENJOYS NO MORE OF HIS OWN WEALTH THAN HE WHO HATH NOTHING AT ALL. THERE ARE ABOUT FOUR THOUSAND MEN THAT LIVE IN THIS WAY, AND NEITHER MARRY WIVES, NOR ARE DESIROUS TO KEEP SERVANTS; AS THINKING THE LATTER TEMPTS MEN TO BE UNJUST, AND THE FORMER GIVES THE HANDLE TO DOMESTIC QUARRELS; BUT AS THEY LIVE BY THEMSELVES, THEY MINISTER ONE TO ANOTHER. THEY ALSO APPOINT CERTAIN STEWARDS TO RECEIVE THE INCOMES OF THEIR REVENUES, AND OF THE FRUITS OF THE GROUND; SUCH AS ARE GOOD MEN AND PRIESTS, WHO ARE TO GET THEIR CORN AND THEIR FOOD READY FOR THEM. THEY NONE OF THEM DIFFER FROM OTHERS OF THE ESSENS IN THEIR WAY OF LIVING, BUT DO THE MOST RESEMBLE THOSE DACAE WHO ARE CALLED POLISTAE [DWELLERS IN CITIES]. 
6. BUT OF THE FOURTH SECT OF JEWISH PHILOSOPHY, JUDAS THE GALILEAN WAS THE AUTHOR. THESE MEN AGREE IN ALL OTHER THINGS WITH THE PHARISAIC NOTIONS; BUT THEY HAVE AN INVIOLABLE ATTACHMENT TO LIBERTY, AND SAY THAT GOD IS TO BE THEIR ONLY RULER AND LORD. THEY ALSO DO NOT VALUE DYING ANY KINDS OF DEATH, NOR INDEED DO THEY HEED THE DEATHS OF THEIR RELATIONS AND FRIENDS, NOR CAN ANY SUCH FEAR MAKE THEM CALL ANY MAN LORD. AND SINCE THIS IMMOVABLE RESOLUTION OF THEIRS IS WELL KNOWN TO A GREAT MANY, I SHALL SPEAK NO FURTHER ABOUT THAT MATTER; NOR AM I AFRAID THAT ANY THING I HAVE SAID OF THEM SHOULD BE DISBELIEVED, BUT RATHER FEAR, THAT WHAT I HAVE SAID IS BENEATH THE RESOLUTION THEY SHOW WHEN THEY UNDERGO PAIN. AND IT WAS IN GESSIUS FLORUS'S TIME THAT THE NATION BEGAN TO GROW MAD WITH THIS DISTEMPER, WHO WAS OUR PROCURATOR, AND WHO OCCASIONED THE JEWS TO GO WILD WITH IT BY THE ABUSE OF HIS AUTHORITY, AND TO MAKE THEM REVOLT FROM THE ROMANS. AND THESE ARE THE SECTS OF JEWISH PHILOSOPHY.
CHAPTER 2. NOW HEROD AND PHILIP BUILT SEVERAL CITIES IN HONOR OF CAESAR. CONCERNING THE SUCCESSION OF PRIESTS AND PROCURATORS; AS ALSO WHAT BEFELL PHRAATES AND THE PARTHIANS. 
1. WHEN CYRENIUS HAD NOW DISPOSED OF ARCHELAUS'S MONEY, AND WHEN THE TAXINGS WERE COME TO A CONCLUSION, WHICH WERE MADE IN THE THIRTY-SEVENTH YEAR OF CAESAR'S VICTORY OVER ANTONY AT ACTIUM, HE DEPRIVED JOAZAR OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, WHICH DIGNITY HAD BEEN CONFERRED ON HIM BY THE MULTITUDE, AND HE APPOINTED ANANUS, THE SON OF SETH, TO BE HIGH PRIEST; WHILE HEROD AND PHILIP HAD EACH OF THEM RECEIVED THEIR OWN TETRARCHY, AND SETTLED THE AFFAIRS THEREOF. HEROD ALSO BUILT A WALL ABOUT SEPPHORIS, (WHICH IS THE SECURITY OF ALL GALILEE,) AND MADE IT THE METROPOLIS OF THE COUNTRY. HE ALSO BUILT A WALL ROUND BETHARAMPHTHA, WHICH WAS ITSELF A CITY ALSO, AND CALLED IT JULIAS, FROM THE NAME OF THE EMPEROR'S WIFE. WHEN PHILIP ALSO HAD BUILT PANEAS, A CITY AT THE FOUNTAINS OF JORDAN, HE NAMED IT CESAREA. HE ALSO ADVANCED THE VILLAGE BETHSAIDS, SITUATE AT THE LAKE OF GENNESARETH, UNTO THE DIGNITY OF A CITY, BOTH BY THE NUMBER OF INHABITANTS IT CONTAINED, AND ITS OTHER GRANDEUR, AND CALLED IT BY THE NAME OF JULIAS, THE SAME NAME WITH CAESAR'S DAUGHTER. 
2. AS COPONIUS, WHO WE TOLD YOU WAS SENT ALONG WITH CYRENIUS, WAS EXERCISING HIS OFFICE OF PROCURATOR, AND GOVERNING JUDEA, THE FOLLOWING ACCIDENTS HAPPENED. AS THE JEWS WERE CELEBRATING THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD, WHICH WE CALL THE PASSOVER, IT WAS CUSTOMARY FOR THE PRIESTS TO OPEN THE TEMPLE-GATES JUST AFTER MIDNIGHT. WHEN, THEREFORE, THOSE GATES WERE FIRST OPENED, SOME OF THE SAMARITANS CAME PRIVATELY INTO JERUSALEM, AND THREW ABOUT DEAD MEN'S BODIES, IN THE CLOISTERS; ON WHICH ACCOUNT THE JEWS AFTERWARD EXCLUDED THEM OUT OF THE TEMPLE, WHICH THEY HAD NOT USED TO DO AT SUCH FESTIVALS; AND ON OTHER ACCOUNTS ALSO THEY WATCHED THE TEMPLE MORE CAREFULLY THAN THEY HAD FORMERLY DONE. A LITTLE AFTER WHICH ACCIDENT COPONIUS RETURNED TO ROME, AND MARCUS AMBIVIUS CAME TO BE HIS SUCCESSOR IN THAT GOVERNMENT; UNDER WHOM SALOME, THE SISTER OF KING HEROD, DIED, AND LEFT TO JULIA, [CAESAR'S WIFE,] JAMNIA, ALL ITS TOPARCHY, AND PHASAELIS IN THE PLAIN, AND AREHELAIS, WHERE IS A GREAT PLANTATION OF PALM TREES, AND THEIR FRUIT IS EXCELLENT IN ITS KIND. AFTER HIM CAME ANNIUS RUFUS, UNDER WHOM DIED CAESAR, THE SECOND EMPEROR OF THE ROMANS, THE DURATION OF WHOSE REIGN WAS FIFTY-SEVEN YEARS, BESIDES SIX MONTHS AND TWO DAYS (OF WHICH TIME ANTONIUS RULED TOGETHER WITH HIM FOURTEEN YEARS; BUT THE DURATION OF HIS LIFE WAS SEVENTY-SEVEN YEARS); UPON WHOSE DEATH TIBERIUS NERO, HIS WIFE JULIA'S SON, SUCCEEDED. HE WAS NOW THE THIRD EMPEROR; AND HE SENT VALERIUS GRATUS TO BE PROCURATOR OF JUDEA, AND TO SUCCEED ANNIUS RUFUS. THIS MAN DEPRIVED ANANUS OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND APPOINTED ISMAEL, THE SON OF PHABI, TO BE HIGH PRIEST. HE ALSO DEPRIVED HIM IN A LITTLE TIME, AND ORDAINED ELEAZAR, THE SON OF ANANUS, WHO HAD BEEN HIGH PRIEST BEFORE, TO BE HIGH PRIEST; WHICH OFFICE, WHEN HE HAD HELD FOR A YEAR, GRATUS DEPRIVED HIM OF IT, AND GAVE THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD TO SIMON, THE SON OF CAMITHUS; AND WHEN HE HAD POSSESSED THAT DIGNITY NO LONGER THAN A YEAR, JOSEPH CAIAPHAS WAS MADE HIS SUCCESSOR. WHEN GRATUS HAD DONE THOSE THINGS, HE WENT BACK TO ROME, AFTER HE HAD TARRIED IN JUDEA ELEVEN YEARS, WHEN PONTIUS PILATE CAME AS HIS SUCCESSOR. 
3. AND NOW HEROD THE TETRARCH, WHO WAS IN GREAT FAVOR WITH TIBERIUS, BUILT A CITY OF THE SAME NAME WITH HIM, AND CALLED IT TIBERIAS. HE BUILT IT IN THE BEST PART OF GALILEE, AT THE LAKE OF GENNESARETH. THERE ARE WARM BATHS AT A LITTLE DISTANCE FROM IT, IN A VILLAGE NAMED EMMAUS. STRANGERS CAME AND INHABITED THIS CITY; A GREAT NUMBER OF THE INHABITANTS WERE GALILEANS ALSO; AND MANY WERE NECESSITATED BY HEROD TO COME THITHER OUT OF THE COUNTRY BELONGING TO HIM, AND WERE BY FORCE COMPELLED TO BE ITS INHABITANTS; SOME OF THEM WERE PERSONS OF CONDITION. HE ALSO ADMITTED POOR PEOPLE, SUCH AS THOSE THAT WERE COLLECTED FROM ALL PARTS, TO DWELL IN IT. NAY, SOME OF THEM WERE NOT QUITE FREE-MEN, AND THESE HE WAS BENEFACTOR TO, AND MADE THEM FREE IN GREAT NUMBERS; BUT OBLIGED THEM NOT TO FORSAKE THE CITY, BY BUILDING THEM VERY GOOD HOUSES AT HIS OWN EXPENSES, AND BY GIVING THEM LAND ALSO; FOR HE WAS SENSIBLE, THAT TO MAKE THIS PLACE A HABITATION WAS TO TRANSGRESS THE JEWISH ANCIENT LAWS, BECAUSE MANY SEPULCHERS WERE TO BE HERE TAKEN AWAY, IN ORDER TO MAKE ROOM FOR THE CITY TIBERIAS WHEREAS OUR LAWS PRONOUNCE THAT SUCH INHABITANTS ARE UNCLEAN FOR SEVEN DAYS. 
4. ABOUT THIS TIME DIED PHRAATES, KING OF THE PARTHIANS, BY THE TREACHERY OF PHRAATACES HIS SON, UPON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING: WHEN PHRAATES HAD HAD LEGITIMATE SONS OF HIS OWN, HE HAD ALSO AN ITALIAN MAID-SERVANT, WHOSE NAME WAS THERMUSA, WHO HAD BEEN FORMERLY SENT TO HIM BY JULIUS CAESAR, AMONG OTHER PRESENTS. HE FIRST MADE HER HIS CONCUBINE; BUT HE BEING A GREAT ADMIRER OF HER BEAUTY, IN PROCESS OF TIME HAVING A SON BY HER, WHOSE NAME WAS PHRAATACES, HE MADE HER HIS LEGITIMATE WIFE, AND HAD A GREAT RESPECT FOR HER. NOW SHE WAS ABLE TO PERSUADE HIM TO DO ANY THING THAT SHE SAID, AND WAS EARNEST IN PROCURING THE GOVERNMENT OF PARTHIA FOR HER SON; BUT STILL SHE SAW THAT HER ENDEAVORS WOULD NOT SUCCEED, UNLESS SHE COULD CONTRIVE HOW TO REMOVE PHRAATES'S LEGITIMATE SONS [OUT OF THE KINGDOM;] SO SHE PERSUADED HIM TO SEND THOSE HIS SONS AS PLEDGES OF HIS FIDELITY TO ROME; AND THEY WERE SENT TO ROME ACCORDINGLY, BECAUSE IT WAS NOT EASY FOR HIM TO CONTRADICT HER COMMANDS. NOW WHILE PHRAATACES WAS ALONE BROUGHT UP IN ORDER TO SUCCEED IN THE GOVERNMENT, HE THOUGHT IT VERY TEDIOUS TO EXPECT THAT GOVERNMENT BY HIS FATHER'S DONATION [AS HIS SUCCESSOR]; HE THEREFORE FORMED A TREACHEROUS DESIGN AGAINST HIS FATHER, BY HIS MOTHER'S ASSISTANCE, WITH WHOM, AS THE REPORT WENT, HE HAD CRIMINAL CONVERSATION ALSO. SO, HE WAS HATED FOR BOTH THESE VICES, WHILE HIS SUBJECTS ESTEEMED THIS [WICKED] LOVE OF HIS MOTHER TO BE NO WAY INFERIOR TO HIS PARRICIDE; AND HE WAS BY THEM, IN A SEDITION, EXPELLED OUT OF THE COUNTRY BEFORE HE GREW TOO GREAT, AND DIED. BUT AS THE BEST SORT OF PARTHIANS AGREED TOGETHER THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE THEY SHOULD BE GOVERNED WITHOUT A KING, WHILE ALSO IT WAS THEIR CONSTANT PRACTICE TO CHOOSE ONE OF THE FAMILY OF ARSACES, [NOR DID THEIR LAW ALLOW OF ANY OTHERS; AND THEY THOUGHT THIS KINGDOM HAD BEEN SUFFICIENTLY INJURED ALREADY BY THE MARRIAGE WITH AN ITALIAN CONCUBINE, AND BY HER ISSUE,] THEY SENT AMBASSADORS, AND CALLED ORODES [TO TAKE THE CROWN]; FOR THE MULTITUDE WOULD NOT OTHERWISE HAVE BORNE THEM; AND THOUGH HE WAS ACCUSED OF VERY GREAT CRUELTY, AND WAS OF AN UNTRACTABLE TEMPER, AND PRONE TO WRATH, YET STILL HE WAS ONE OF THE FAMILY OF ARSACES. HOWEVER, THEY MADE A CONSPIRACY AGAINST HIM, AND SLEW HIM, AND THAT, AS SOME SAY, AT A FESTIVAL, AND AMONG THEIR SACRIFICES; (FOR IT IS THE UNIVERSAL CUSTOM THERE TO CARRY THEIR SWORDS WITH THEM;) BUT, AS THE MORE GENERAL REPORT IS, THEY SLEW HIM WHEN THEY HAD DRAWN HIM OUT A HUNTING. SO, THEY SENT AMBASSADORS TO ROME, AND DESIRED THEY WOULD SEND ONE OF THOSE THAT WERE THERE AS PLEDGES TO BE THEIR KING. ACCORDINGLY, VONONES WAS PREFERRED BEFORE THE REST, AND SENT TO THEM (FOR HE SEEMED CAPABLE OF SUCH GREAT FORTUNE, WHICH TWO OF THE GREATEST KINGDOMS UNDER THE SUN NOW OFFERED HIM, HIS OWN AND A FOREIGN ONE). HOWEVER, THE BARBARIANS SOON CHANGED THEIR MINDS, THEY BEING NATURALLY OF A MUTABLE DISPOSITION, UPON THE SUPPOSAL THAT THIS MAN WAS NOT WORTHY TO BE THEIR GOVERNOR; FOR THEY COULD NOT THINK OF OBEYING THE COMMANDS OF ONE THAT HAD BEEN A SLAVE, (FOR SO THEY CALLED THOSE THAT HAD BEEN HOSTAGES,) NOR COULD THEY BEAR THE IGNOMINY OF THAT NAME; AND THIS WAS THE MORE INTOLERABLE, BECAUSE THEN THE PARTHIANS MUST HAVE SUCH A KING SET OVER THEM, NOT BY RIGHT OF WAR, BUT IN TIME OF PEACE. SO, THEY PRESENTLY INVITED ARTABANUS, KING OF MEDIA, TO BE THEIR KING, HE BEING ALSO OF THE RACE OF ARSACES. ARTABANUS COMPLIED WITH THE OFFER THAT WAS MADE HIM, AND CAME TO THEM WITH AN ARMY. SO VONONES MET HIM; AND AT FIRST THE MULTITUDE OF THE PARTHIANS STOOD ON THIS SIDE, AND HE PUT HIS ARMY IN ARRAY; BUT ARTABANUS WAS BEATEN, AND FLED TO THE MOUNTAINS OF MEDIA. YET DID HE A LITTLE AFTER GATHER A GREAT ARMY TOGETHER, AND FOUGHT WITH VONONES, AND BEAT HIM; WHEREUPON VONONES FLED AWAY ON HORSEBACK, WITH A FEW OF HIS ATTENDANTS ABOUT HIM, TO SELEUCIA [UPON TIGRIS]. SO, WHEN ARTABANUS HAD SLAIN A GREAT NUMBER, AND THIS AFTER HE HAD GOTTEN THE VICTORY BY REASON OF THE VERY GREAT DISMAY THE BARBARIANS WERE IN, HE RETIRED TO CTESIPHON WITH A GREAT NUMBER OF HIS PEOPLE; AND SO, HE NOW REIGNED OVER THE PARTHIANS. BUT VONONES FLED AWAY TO ARMENIA; AND AS SOON AS HE CAME THITHER, HE HAD AN INCLINATION TO HAVE THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COUNTRY GIVEN HIM, AND SENT AMBASSADORS TO ROME [FOR THAT PURPOSE]. BUT BECAUSE TIBERIUS REFUSED IT HIM, AND BECAUSE HE WANTED COURAGE, AND BECAUSE THE PARTHIAN KING THREATENED HIM, AND SENT AMBASSADORS TO HIM TO DENOUNCE WAR AGAINST HIM IF HE PROCEEDED, AND BECAUSE HE HAD NO WAY TO TAKE TO REGAIN ANY OTHER KINGDOM, (FOR THE PEOPLE OF AUTHORITY AMONG THE ARMENIANS ABOUT NIPHATES JOINED THEMSELVES TO ARTABANUS,) HE DELIVERED UP HIMSELF TO SILANUS, THE PRESIDENT OF SYRIA, WHO, OUT OF REGARD TO HIS EDUCATION AT ROME, KEPT HIM IN SYRIA, WHILE ARTABANUS GAVE ARMENIA TO ORODES, ONE OF HIS OWN SONS. 
5. AT THIS TIME DIED ANTIOCHUS, THE KING OF COMMAGENE; WHEREUPON THE MULTITUDE CONTENDED WITH THE NOBILITY, AND BOTH SENT AMBASSADORS TO [ROME]; FOR THE MEN OF POWER WERE DESIROUS THAT THEIR FORM OF GOVERNMENT MIGHT BE CHANGED INTO THAT OF A [ROMAN] PROVINCE; AS WERE THE MULTITUDE DESIROUS TO BE UNDER KINGS, AS THEIR FATHERS HAD BEEN. SO, THE SENATE MADE A DECREE THAT GERMANICUS SHOULD BE SENT TO SETTLE THE AFFAIRS OF THE EAST, FORTUNE HEREBY TAKING A PROPER OPPORTUNITY FOR DEPRIVING HIM OF HIS LIFE; FOR WHEN HE HAD BEEN IN THE EAST, AND SETTLED ALL AFFAIRS THERE, HIS LIFE WAS TAKEN AWAY BY THE POISON WHICH PISO GAVE HIM, AS HATH BEEN RELATED ELSEWHERE. 
CHAPTER 3. SEDITION OF THE JEWS AGAINST PONTIUS PILATE. CONCERNING CHRIST, AND WHAT BEFELL PAULINA AND THE JEWS AT ROME. 
1. BUT NOW PILATE, THE PROCURATOR OF JUDEA, REMOVED THE ARMY FROM CESAREA TO JERUSALEM, TO TAKE THEIR WINTER QUARTERS THERE, IN ORDER TO ABOLISH THE JEWISH LAWS. SO, HE INTRODUCED CAESAR'S EFFIGIES, WHICH WERE UPON THE ENSIGNS, AND BROUGHT THEM INTO THE CITY; WHEREAS OUR LAW FORBIDS US THE VERY MAKING OF IMAGES; ON WHICH ACCOUNT THE FORMER PROCURATORS WERE WONT TO MAKE THEIR ENTRY INTO THE CITY WITH SUCH ENSIGNS AS HAD NOT THOSE ORNAMENTS. PILATE WAS THE FIRST WHO BROUGHT THOSE IMAGES TO JERUSALEM, AND SET THEM UP THERE; WHICH WAS DONE WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE PEOPLE, BECAUSE IT WAS DONE IN THE NIGHT TIME; BUT AS SOON AS THEY KNEW IT, THEY CAME IN MULTITUDES TO CESAREA, AND INTERCEDED WITH PILATE MANY DAYS THAT HE WOULD REMOVE THE IMAGES; AND WHEN HE WOULD NOT GRANT THEIR REQUESTS, BECAUSE IT WOULD TEND TO THE INJURY OF CAESAR, WHILE YET THEY PERSEVERED IN THEIR REQUEST, ON THE SIXTH DAY HE ORDERED HIS SOLDIERS TO HAVE THEIR WEAPONS PRIVATELY, WHILE HE CAME AND SAT UPON HIS JUDGMENT-SEAT, WHICH SEAT WAS SO PREPARED IN THE OPEN PLACE OF THE CITY, THAT IT CONCEALED THE ARMY THAT LAY READY TO OPPRESS THEM; AND WHEN THE JEWS PETITIONED HIM AGAIN, HE GAVE A SIGNAL TO THE SOLDIERS TO ENCOMPASS THEM ROUTED, AND THREATENED THAT THEIR PUNISHMENT SHOULD BE NO LESS THAN IMMEDIATE DEATH, UNLESS THEY WOULD LEAVE OFF DISTURBING HIM, AND GO THEIR WAYS HOME. BUT THEY THREW THEMSELVES UPON THE GROUND, AND LAID THEIR NECKS BARE, AND SAID THEY WOULD TAKE THEIR DEATH VERY WILLINGLY, RATHER THAN THE WISDOM OF THEIR LAWS SHOULD BE TRANSGRESSED; UPON WHICH PILATE WAS DEEPLY AFFECTED WITH THEIR FIRM RESOLUTION TO KEEP THEIR LAWS INVIOLABLE, AND PRESENTLY COMMANDED THE IMAGES TO BE CARRIED BACK FROM JERUSALEM TO CESAREA. 
2. BUT PILATE UNDERTOOK TO BRING A CURRENT OF WATER TO JERUSALEM, AND DID IT WITH THE SACRED MONEY, AND DERIVED THE ORIGIN OF THE STREAM FROM THE DISTANCE OF TWO HUNDRED FURLONGS. HOWEVER, THE JEWS WERE NOT PLEASED WITH WHAT HAD BEEN DONE ABOUT THIS WATER; AND MANY TEN-THOUSANDS OF THE PEOPLE GOT TOGETHER, AND MADE A CLAMOR AGAINST HIM, AND INSISTED THAT HE SHOULD LEAVE OFF THAT DESIGN. SOME OF THEM ALSO USED REPROACHES, AND ABUSED THE MAN, AS CROWDS OF SUCH PEOPLE USUALLY DO. SO, HE HABITED A GREAT NUMBER OF HIS SOLDIERS IN THEIR HABIT, WHO CARRIED DAGGERS UNDER THEIR GARMENTS, AND SENT THEM TO A PLACE WHERE THEY MIGHT SURROUND THEM. SO HE BID THE JEWS HIMSELF GO AWAY; BUT THEY BOLDLY CASTING REPROACHES UPON HIM, HE GAVE THE SOLDIERS THAT SIGNAL WHICH HAD BEEN BEFOREHAND AGREED ON; WHO LAID UPON THEM MUCH GREATER BLOWS THAN PILATE HAD COMMANDED THEM, AND EQUALLY PUNISHED THOSE THAT WERE TUMULTUOUS, AND THOSE THAT WERE NOT; NOR DID THEY SPARE THEM IN THE LEAST: AND SINCE THE PEOPLE WERE UNARMED, AND WERE CAUGHT BY MEN PREPARED FOR WHAT THEY WERE ABOUT, THERE WERE A GREAT NUMBER OF THEM SLAIN BY THIS MEANS, AND OTHERS OF THEM RAN AWAY WOUNDED. AND THUS, AN END WAS PUT TO THIS SEDITION. 
3. NOW THERE WAS ABOUT THIS TIME JESUS, A WISE MAN, IF IT BE LAWFUL TO CALL HIM A MAN; FOR HE WAS A DOER OF WONDERFUL WORKS, A TEACHER OF SUCH MEN AS RECEIVE THE TRUTH WITH PLEASURE. HE DREW OVER TO HIM BOTH MANY OF THE JEWS AND MANY OF THE GENTILES. HE WAS [THE] CHRIST. AND WHEN PILATE, AT THE SUGGESTION OF THE PRINCIPAL MEN AMONGST US, HAD CONDEMNED HIM TO THE CROSS, THOSE THAT LOVED HIM AT THE FIRST DID NOT FORSAKE HIM; FOR HE APPEARED TO THEM ALIVE AGAIN THE THIRD DAY; AS THE DIVINE PROPHETS HAD FORETOLD THESE AND TEN THOUSAND OTHER WONDERFUL THINGS CONCERNING HIM. AND THE TRIBE OF CHRISTIANS, SO NAMED FROM HIM, ARE NOT EXTINCT AT THIS DAY. 
4. ABOUT THE SAME TIME ALSO ANOTHER SAD CALAMITY PUT THE JEWS INTO DISORDER, AND CERTAIN SHAMEFUL PRACTICES HAPPENED ABOUT THE TEMPLE OF ISIS THAT WAS AT ROME. I WILL NOW FIRST TAKE NOTICE OF THE WICKED ATTEMPT ABOUT THE TEMPLE OF ISIS, AND WILL THEN GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF THE JEWISH AFFAIRS. THERE WAS AT ROME A WOMAN WHOSE NAME WAS PAULINA; ONE WHO, ON ACCOUNT OF THE DIGNITY OF HER ANCESTORS, AND BY THE REGULAR CONDUCT OF A VIRTUOUS LIFE, HAD A GREAT REPUTATION: SHE WAS ALSO VERY RICH; AND ALTHOUGH SHE WAS OF A BEAUTIFUL COUNTENANCE, AND IN THAT FLOWER OF HER AGE WHEREIN WOMEN ARE THE MOST-GAY, YET DID SHE LEAD A LIFE OF GREAT MODESTY. SHE WAS MARRIED TO SATURNINUS, ONE THAT WAS EVERY WAY ANSWERABLE TO HER IN AN EXCELLENT CHARACTER. DECIUS MUNDUS FELL IN LOVE WITH THIS WOMAN, WHO WAS A MAN VERY HIGH IN THE EQUESTRIAN ORDER; AND AS SHE WAS OF TOO GREAT DIGNITY TO BE CAUGHT BY PRESENTS, AND HAD ALREADY REJECTED THEM, THOUGH THEY HAD BEEN SENT IN GREAT ABUNDANCE, HE WAS STILL MORE INFLAMED WITH LOVE TO HER, INSOMUCH THAT HE PROMISED TO GIVE HER TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND ATTIC DRACHMAE FOR ONE NIGHT'S LODGING; AND WHEN THIS WOULD NOT PREVAIL UPON HER, AND HE WAS NOT ABLE TO BEAR THIS MISFORTUNE IN HIS AMOURS, HE THOUGHT IT THE BEST WAY TO FAMISH HIMSELF TO DEATH FOR WANT OF FOOD, ON ACCOUNT OF PAULINA'S SAD REFUSAL; AND HE DETERMINED WITH HIMSELF TO DIE AFTER SUCH A MANNER, AND HE WENT ON WITH HIS PURPOSE ACCORDINGLY. NOW MUNDUS HAD A FREED-WOMAN, WHO HAD BEEN MADE FREE BY HIS FATHER, WHOSE NAME WAS IDE, ONE SKILLFUL IN ALL SORTS OF MISCHIEF. THIS WOMAN WAS VERY MUCH GRIEVED AT THE YOUNG MAN'S RESOLUTION TO KILL HIMSELF, (FOR HE DID NOT CONCEAL HIS INTENTIONS TO DESTROY HIMSELF FROM OTHERS,) AND CAME TO HIM, AND ENCOURAGED HIM BY HER DISCOURSE, AND MADE HIM TO HOPE, BY SOME PROMISES SHE GAVE HIM, THAT HE MIGHT OBTAIN A NIGHT'S LODGING WITH PAULINA; AND WHEN HE JOYFULLY HEARKENED TO HER ENTREATY, SHE SAID SHE WANTED NO MORE THAN FIFTY THOUSAND DRACHMAE FOR THE ENTRAPPING OF THE WOMAN. SO WHEN SHE HAD ENCOURAGED THE YOUNG MAN, AND GOTTEN AS MUCH MONEY AS SHE REQUIRED, SHE DID NOT TAKE THE SAME METHODS AS HAD BEEN TAKEN BEFORE, BECAUSE SHE PERCEIVED THAT THE WOMAN WAS BY NO MEANS TO BE TEMPTED BY MONEY; BUT AS SHE KNEW THAT SHE WAS VERY MUCH GIVEN TO THE WORSHIP OF THE GODDESS ISIS, SHE DEVISED THE FOLLOWING STRATAGEM: SHE WENT TO SOME OF ISIS'S PRIESTS, AND UPON THE STRONGEST ASSURANCES [OF CONCEALMENT], SHE PERSUADED THEM BY WORDS, BUT CHIEFLY BY THE OFFER OF MONEY, OF TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DRACHMAE IN HAND, AND AS MUCH MORE WHEN THE THING HAD TAKEN EFFECT; AND TOLD THEM THE PASSION OF THE YOUNG MAN, AND PERSUADED THEM TO USE ALL MEANS POSSIBLE TO BEGUILE THE WOMAN. SO, THEY WERE DRAWN IN TO PROMISE SO TO DO, BY THAT LARGE SUM OF GOLD THEY WERE TO HAVE. ACCORDINGLY, THE OLDEST OF THEM WENT IMMEDIATELY TO PAULINA; AND UPON HIS ADMITTANCE, HE DESIRED TO SPEAK WITH HER BY HERSELF. WHEN THAT WAS GRANTED HIM, HE TOLD HER THAT HE WAS SENT BY THE GOD ANUBIS, WHO WAS FALLEN IN LOVE WITH HER, AND ENJOINED HER TO COME TO HIM. UPON THIS SHE TOOK THE MESSAGE VERY KINDLY, AND VALUED HERSELF GREATLY UPON THIS CONDESCENSION OF ANUBIS, AND TOLD HER HUSBAND THAT SHE HAD A MESSAGE SENT HER, AND WAS TO SUP AND LIE WITH ANUBIS; SO, HE AGREED TO HER ACCEPTANCE OF THE OFFER, AS FULLY SATISFIED WITH THE CHASTITY OF HIS WIFE. ACCORDINGLY, SHE WENT TO THE TEMPLE, AND AFTER SHE HAD SUPPED THERE, AND IT WAS THE HOUR TO GO TO SLEEP, THE PRIEST SHUT THE DOORS OF THE TEMPLE, WHEN, IN THE HOLY PART OF IT, THE LIGHTS WERE ALSO PUT OUT. THEN DID MUNDUS LEAP OUT, (FOR HE WAS HIDDEN THEREIN,) AND DID NOT FAIL OF ENJOYING HER, WHO WAS AT HIS SERVICE ALL THE NIGHT LONG, AS SUPPOSING HE WAS THE GOD; AND WHEN HE WAS GONE AWAY, WHICH WAS BEFORE THOSE PRIESTS WHO KNEW NOTHING OF THIS STRATAGEM WERE STIRRING, PAULINA CAME EARLY TO HER HUSBAND, AND TOLD HIM HOW THE GOD ANUBIS HAD APPEARED TO HER. AMONG HER FRIENDS, ALSO, SHE DECLARED HOW GREAT A VALUE SHE PUT UPON THIS FAVOR, WHO PARTLY DISBELIEVED THE THING, WHEN THEY REFLECTED ON ITS NATURE, AND PARTLY WERE AMAZED AT IT, AS HAVING NO PRETENSE FOR NOT BELIEVING IT, WHEN THEY CONSIDERED THE MODESTY AND THE DIGNITY OF THE PERSON. BUT NOW, ON THE THIRD DAY AFTER WHAT HAD BEEN DONE, MUNDUS MET PAULINA, AND SAID, "NAY, PAULINA, THOU HAST SAVED ME TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DRACHMAE, WHICH SUM THOU SIGHTEST HAVE ADDED TO THY OWN FAMILY; YET HAST THOU NOT FAILED TO BE AT MY SERVICE IN THE MANNER I INVITED THEE. AS FOR THE REPROACHES THOU HAST LAID UPON MUNDUS, I VALUE NOT THE BUSINESS OF NAMES; BUT I REJOICE IN THE PLEASURE I REAPED BY WHAT I DID, WHILE I TOOK TO MYSELF THE NAME OF ANUBIS." WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE WENT HIS WAY. BUT NOW SHE BEGAN TO COME TO THE SENSE OF THE GROSSNESS OF WHAT SHE HAD DONE, AND RENT HER GARMENTS, AND TOLD HER HUSBAND OF THE HORRID NATURE OF THIS WICKED CONTRIVANCE, AND PRAYED HIM NOT TO NEGLECT TO ASSIST HER IN THIS CASE. SO, HE DISCOVERED THE FACT TO THE EMPEROR; WHEREUPON TIBERIUS INQUIRED INTO THE MATTER THOROUGHLY BY EXAMINING THE PRIESTS ABOUT IT, AND ORDERED THEM TO BE CRUCIFIED, AS WELL AS IDE, WHO WAS THE OCCASION OF THEIR PERDITION, AND WHO HAD CONTRIVED THE WHOLE MATTER, WHICH WAS SO INJURIOUS TO THE WOMAN. HE ALSO DEMOLISHED THE TEMPLE OF ISIS, AND GAVE ORDER THAT HER STATUE SHOULD BE THROWN INTO THE RIVER TIBER; WHILE HE ONLY BANISHED MUNDUS, BUT DID NO MORE TO HIM, BECAUSE HE SUPPOSED THAT WHAT CRIME HE HAD COMMITTED WAS DONE OUT OF THE PASSION OF LOVE. AND THESE WERE THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH CONCERNED THE TEMPLE OF ISIS, AND THE INJURIES OCCASIONED BY HER PRIESTS. I NOW RETURN TO THE RELATION OF WHAT HAPPENED ABOUT THIS TIME TO THE JEWS AT ROME, AS I FORMERLY TOLD YOU I WOULD. 
5. THERE WAS A MAN WHO WAS A JEW, BUT HAD BEEN DRIVEN AWAY FROM HIS OWN COUNTRY BY AN ACCUSATION LAID AGAINST HIM FOR TRANSGRESSING THEIR LAWS, AND BY THE FEAR HE WAS UNDER OF PUNISHMENT FOR THE SAME; BUT IN ALL RESPECTS A WICKED MAN. HE, THEN LIVING AT ROME, PROFESSED TO INSTRUCT MEN IN THE WISDOM OF THE LAWS OF MOSES. HE PROCURED ALSO THREE OTHER MEN, ENTIRELY OF THE SAME CHARACTER WITH HIMSELF, TO BE HIS PARTNERS. THESE MEN PERSUADED FULVIA, A WOMAN OF GREAT DIGNITY, AND ONE THAT HAD EMBRACED THE JEWISH RELIGION, TO SEND PURPLE AND GOLD TO THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM; AND WHEN THEY HAD GOTTEN THEM, THEY EMPLOYED THEM FOR THEIR OWN USES, AND SPENT THE MONEY THEMSELVES, ON WHICH ACCOUNT IT WAS THAT THEY AT FIRST REQUIRED IT OF HER. WHEREUPON TIBERIUS, WHO HAD BEEN INFORMED OF THE THING BY SATURNINUS, THE HUSBAND OF FULVIA, WHO DESIRED INQUIRY MIGHT BE MADE ABOUT IT, ORDERED ALL THE JEWS TO BE BANISHED OUT OF ROME; AT WHICH TIME THE CONSULS LISTED FOUR THOUSAND MEN OUT OF THEM, AND SENT THEM TO THE ISLAND SARDINIA; BUT PUNISHED A GREATER NUMBER OF THEM, WHO WERE UNWILLING TO BECOME SOLDIERS, ON ACCOUNT OF KEEPING THE LAWS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS. THUS, WERE THESE JEWS BANISHED OUT OF THE CITY BY THE WICKEDNESS OF FOUR MEN. 
CHAPTER 4. HOW THE SAMARITANS MADE A TUMULT AND PILATE DESTROYED MANY OF THEM; HOW PILATE WAS ACCUSED AND WHAT THINGS WERE DONE BY VITELLIUS RELATING TO THE JEWS AND THE PARTHIANS. 
1. BUT THE NATION OF THE SAMARITANS DID NOT ESCAPE WITHOUT TUMULTS. THE MAN WHO EXCITED THEM TO IT WAS ONE WHO THOUGHT LYING A THING OF LITTLE CONSEQUENCE, AND WHO CONTRIVED EVERY THING SO THAT THE MULTITUDE MIGHT BE PLEASED; SO HE BID THEM TO GET TOGETHER UPON MOUNT GERIZZIM, WHICH IS BY THEM LOOKED UPON AS THE MOST HOLY OF ALL MOUNTAINS, AND ASSURED THEM, THAT WHEN THEY WERE COME THITHER, HE WOULD SHOW THEM THOSE SACRED VESSELS WHICH WERE LAID UNDER THAT PLACE, BECAUSE MOSES PUT THEM THERE SO THEY CAME THITHER ARMED, AND THOUGHT THE DISCOURSE OF THE MAN PROBABLE; AND AS THEY ABODE AT A CERTAIN VILLAGE, WHICH WAS CALLED TIRATHABA, THEY GOT THE REST TOGETHER TO THEM, AND DESIRED TO GO UP THE MOUNTAIN IN A GREAT MULTITUDE TOGETHER; BUT PILATE PREVENTED THEIR GOING UP, BY SEIZING UPON FILE ROADS WITH A GREAT BAND OF HORSEMEN AND FOOT-MEN, WHO FELL UPON THOSE THAT WERE GOTTEN TOGETHER IN THE VILLAGE; AND WHEN IT CAME TO AN ACTION, SOME OF THEM THEY SLEW, AND OTHERS OF THEM THEY PUT TO FLIGHT, AND TOOK A GREAT MANY ALIVE, THE PRINCIPAL OF WHICH, AND ALSO THE MOST POTENT OF THOSE THAT FLED AWAY, PILATE ORDERED TO BE SLAIN. 
2. BUT WHEN THIS TUMULT WAS APPEASED, THE SAMARITAN SENATE SENT AN EMBASSY TO VITELLIUS, A MAN THAT HAD BEEN CONSUL, AND WHO WAS NOW PRESIDENT OF SYRIA, AND ACCUSED PILATE OF THE MURDER OF THOSE THAT WERE KILLED; FOR THAT THEY DID NOT GO TO TIRATHABA IN ORDER TO REVOLT FROM THE ROMANS, BUT TO ESCAPE THE VIOLENCE OF PILATE. SO VITELLIUS SENT MARCELLUS, A FRIEND OF HIS, TO TAKE CARE OF THE AFFAIRS OF JUDEA, AND ORDERED PILATE TO GO TO ROME, TO ANSWER BEFORE THE EMPEROR TO THE ACCUSATIONS OF THE JEWS. SO, PILATE, WHEN HE HAD TARRIED TEN YEARS IN JUDEA, MADE HASTE TO ROME, AND THIS IN OBEDIENCE TO THE ORDERS OF VITELLIUS, WHICH HE DURST NOT CONTRADICT; BUT BEFORE HE COULD GET TO ROME TIBERIUS WAS DEAD. 
3. BUT VITELLIUS CAME INTO JUDEA, AND WENT UP TO JERUSALEM; IT WAS AT THE TIME OF THAT FESTIVAL WHICH IS CALLED THE PASSOVER. VITELLIUS WAS THERE MAGNIFICENTLY RECEIVED, AND RELEASED THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM FROM ALL THE TAXES UPON THE FRUITS THAT WERE BOUGHT AND SOLD, AND GAVE THEM LEAVE TO HAVE THE CARE OF THE HIGH PRIEST'S VESTMENTS, WITH ALL THEIR ORNAMENTS, AND TO HAVE THEM UNDER THE CUSTODY OF THE PRIESTS IN THE TEMPLE, WHICH POWER THEY USED TO HAVE FORMERLY, ALTHOUGH AT THIS TIME THEY WERE LAID UP IN THE TOWER OF ANTONIA, THE CITADEL SO CALLED, AND THAT ON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING: THERE WAS ONE OF THE [HIGH] PRIESTS, NAMED HYRCANUS; AND AS THERE WERE MANY OF THAT NAME, HE WAS THE FIRST OF THEM; THIS MAN BUILT A TOWER NEAR THE TEMPLE, AND WHEN HE HAD SO DONE, HE GENERALLY DWELT IN IT, AND HAD THESE VESTMENTS WITH HIM, BECAUSE IT WAS LAWFUL FOR HIM ALONE TO PUT THEM ON, AND HE HAD THEM THERE REPOSITED WHEN HE WENT DOWN INTO THE CITY, AND TOOK HIS ORDINARY GARMENTS; THE SAME THINGS WERE CONTINUED TO BE DONE BY HIS SONS, AND BY THEIR SONS AFTER THEM. BUT WHEN HEROD CAME TO BE KING, HE REBUILT THIS TOWER, WHICH WAS VERY CONVENIENTLY SITUATED, IN A MAGNIFICENT MANNER; AND BECAUSE HE WAS A FRIEND TO ANTONIUS, HE CALLED IT BY THE NAME OF ANTONIA. AND AS HE FOUND THESE VESTMENTS LYING THERE, HE RETAINED THEM IN THE SAME PLACE, AS BELIEVING, THAT WHILE HE HAD THEM IN HIS CUSTODY, THE PEOPLE WOULD MAKE NO INNOVATIONS AGAINST HIM. THE LIKE TO WHAT HEROD DID WAS DONE BY HIS SON ARCHELAUS, WHO WAS MADE KING AFTER HIM; AFTER WHOM THE ROMANS, WHEN THEY ENTERED ON THE GOVERNMENT, TOOK POSSESSION OF THESE VESTMENTS OF THE HIGH PRIEST, AND HAD THEM REPOSITED IN A STONE-CHAMBER, UNDER THE SEAL OF THE PRIESTS, AND OF THE KEEPERS OF THE TEMPLE, THE CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD LIGHTING A LAMP THERE EVERY DAY; AND SEVEN DAYS BEFORE A FESTIVAL THEY WERE DELIVERED TO THEM BY THE CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD, WHEN THE HIGH PRIEST HAVING PURIFIED THEM, AND MADE USE OF THEM, LAID THEM UP AGAIN IN THE SAME CHAMBER WHERE THEY HAD BEEN LAID UP BEFORE, AND THIS THE VERY NEXT DAY AFTER THE FEAST WAS OVER. THIS WAS THE PRACTICE AT THE THREE YEARLY FESTIVALS, AND ON THE FAST DAY; BUT VITELLIUS PUT THOSE GARMENTS INTO OUR OWN POWER, AS IN THE DAYS OF OUR FOREFATHERS, AND ORDERED THE CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD NOT TO TROUBLE HIMSELF TO INQUIRE WHERE THEY WERE LAID, OR WHEN THEY WERE TO BE USED; AND THIS HE DID AS AN ACT OF KINDNESS, TO OBLIGE THE NATION TO HIM. BESIDES WHICH, HE ALSO DEPRIVED JOSEPH, WHO WAS ALSO CALLED CAIAPHAS, OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND APPOINTED JONATHAN THE SON OF ANANUS, THE FORMER HIGH PRIEST, TO SUCCEED HIM. AFTER WHICH, HE TOOK HIS JOURNEY BACK TO ANTIOCH. 
4. MOREOVER, TIBERIUS SENT A LETTER TO VITELLIUS, AND COMMANDED HIM TO MAKE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH ARTABANUS, THE KING OF PARTHIA; FOR WHILE HE WAS HIS ENEMY, HE TERRIFIED HIM, BECAUSE HE HAD TAKEN ARMENIA AWAY FROM HIM, LEST HE SHOULD PROCEED FURTHER, AND TOLD HIM HE SHOULD NO OTHERWISE TRUST HIM THAN UPON HIS GIVING HIM HOSTAGES, AND ESPECIALLY HIS SON ARTABANUS. UPON TIBERIUS'S WRITING THUS TO VITELLIUS, BY THE OFFER OF GREAT PRESENTS OF MONEY, HE PERSUADED BOTH THE KING OF IBERIA AND THE KING OF ALBANIA TO MAKE NO DELAY, BUT TO FIGHT AGAINST ARTABANUS; AND ALTHOUGH THEY WOULD NOT DO IT THEMSELVES, YET DID THEY GIVE THE SCYTHIANS A PASSAGE THROUGH THEIR COUNTRY, AND OPENED THE CASPIAN GATES TO THEM, AND BROUGHT THEM UPON ARTABANUS. SO, ARMENIA WAS AGAIN TAKEN FROM THE PARTHIANS, AND THE COUNTRY OF PARTHIS WAS FILLED WITH WAR, AND THE PRINCIPAL OF THEIR MEN WERE SLAIN, AND ALL THINGS WERE IN DISORDER AMONG THEM: THE KING'S SON ALSO HIMSELF FELL IN THESE WARS, TOGETHER WITH. MANY TEN-THOUSANDS OF HIS ARMY. VITELLIUS HAD ALSO SENT SUCH GREAT SUMS OF MONEY TO ARTABANUS'S FATHER'S KINSMEN AND FRIENDS, THAT HE HAD ALMOST PROCURED HIM TO BE SLAIN BY THE MEANS OF THOSE BRIBES WHICH THEY HAD TAKEN. AND WHEN ARTABANUS PERCEIVED THAT THE PLOT LAID AGAINST HIM WAS NOT TO BE AVOIDED, BECAUSE IT WAS LAID BY THE PRINCIPAL MEN, AND THOSE A GREAT MANY IN NUMBER, AND THAT IT WOULD CERTAINLY TAKE EFFECT, - WHEN HE HAD ESTIMATED THE NUMBER OF THOSE THAT WERE TRULY FAITHFUL TO HIM, AS ALSO OF THOSE WHO WERE ALREADY CORRUPTED, BUT WERE DECEITFUL IN THE KINDNESS THEY PROFESSED TO HIM, AND WERE LIKELY, UPON TRIAL, TO GO OVER TO HIS ENEMIES, HE MADE HIS ESCAPE TO THE UPPER PROVINCES, WHERE HE AFTERWARDS RAISED A GREAT ARMY OUT OF THE DAHAE AND SACRE, AND FOUGHT WITH HIS ENEMIES, AND RETAINED HIS PRINCIPALITY. 
5. WHEN TIBERIUS HAD HEARD OF THESE THINGS, HE DESIRED TO HAVE A LEAGUE OF FRIENDSHIP MADE BETWEEN HIM AND ARTABANUS; AND WHEN, UPON THIS INVITATION, HE RECEIVED THE PROPOSAL KINDLY, ARTABANUS AND VITELLIUS WENT TO EUPHRATES, AND AS A BRIDGE WAS LAID OVER THE RIVER, THEY EACH OF THEM CAME WITH THEIR GUARDS ABOUT THEM, AND MET ONE ANOTHER ON THE MIDST OF THE BRIDGE. AND WHEN THEY HAD AGREED UPON THE TERMS OF PEACE HEROD, THE TETRARCH ERECTED A RICH TENT ON THE MIDST OF THE PASSAGE, AND MADE THEM A FEAST THERE. ARTABANUS ALSO, NOT LONG AFTERWARD, SENT HIS SON DARIUS AS A HOSTAGE, WITH MANY PRESENTS, AMONG WHICH THERE WAS A MAN SEVEN CUBITS TALL, A JEW HE WAS BY BIRTH, AND HIS NAME WAS ELEAZAR, WHO, FOR HIS TALLNESS, WAS CALLED A GIANT. AFTER WHICH VITELLIUS WENT TO ANTIOCH, AND ARTABANUS TO BABYLON; BUT HEROD [THE TETRARCH] BEING DESIROUS TO GIVE CAESAR THE FIRST INFORMATION THAT THEY HAD OBTAINED HOSTAGES, SENT POSTS WITH LETTERS, WHEREIN HE HAD ACCURATELY DESCRIBED ALL THE PARTICULARS, AND HAD LEFT NOTHING FOR THE CONSULAR VITELLIUS TO INFORM HIM OF. BUT WHEN VITELLIUS'S LETTERS WERE SENT, AND CAESAR HAD LET HIM KNOW THAT HE WAS ACQUAINTED WITH THE AFFAIRS ALREADY, BECAUSE HEROD HAD GIVEN HIM AN ACCOUNT OF THEM BEFORE, VITELLIUS WAS VERY MUCH TROUBLED AT IT; AND SUPPOSING THAT HE HAD BEEN THEREBY A GREATER SUFFERER THAN HE REALLY WAS, HE KEPT UP A SECRET ANGER UPON THIS OCCASION, TILL HE COULD BE REVENGED ON HIM, WHICH HE WAS AFTER CAIUS HAD TAKEN THE GOVERNMENT. 
6. ABOUT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT PHILIP, HEROD'S ' BROTHER, DEPARTED THIS LIFE, IN THE TWENTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF TIBERIUS, AFTER HE HAD BEEN TETRARCH OF TRACHONITIS AND GAULANITIS, AND OF THE NATION OF THE BATANEANS ALSO, THIRTY-SEVEN YEARS. HE HAD SHOWED HIMSELF A PERSON OF MODERATION AND QUIETNESS IN THE CONDUCT OF HIS LIFE AND GOVERNMENT; HE CONSTANTLY LIVED IN THAT COUNTRY WHICH WAS SUBJECT TO HIM; HE USED TO MAKE HIS PROGRESS WITH A FEW CHOSEN FRIENDS; HIS TRIBUNAL ALSO, ON WHICH HE SAT IN JUDGMENT, FOLLOWED HIM IN HIS PROGRESS; AND WHEN ANY ONE MET HIM WHO WANTED HIS ASSISTANCE, HE MADE NO DELAY, BUT HAD HIS TRIBUNAL SET DOWN IMMEDIATELY, WHERESOEVER HE HAPPENED TO BE, AND SAT DOWN UPON IT, AND HEARD HIS COMPLAINT: HE THERE ORDERED THE GUILTY THAT WERE CONVICTED TO BE PUNISHED, AND ABSOLVED THOSE THAT HAD BEEN ACCUSED UNJUSTLY. HE DIED AT JULIAS; AND WHEN HE WAS CARRIED TO THAT MONUMENT WHICH HE HAD ALREADY ERECTED FOR HIMSELF BEFOREHAND, HE WAS BURIED WITH GREAT POMP. HIS PRINCIPALITY TIBERIUS TOOK, (FOR HE LEFT NO SONS BEHIND HIM,) AND ADDED IT TO THE PROVINCE OF SYRIA, BUT GAVE ORDER THAT THE TRIBUTES WHICH AROSE FROM IT SHOULD BE COLLECTED, AND LAID UP IN HIS TETRACHY. 
CHAPTER 5. HEROD THE TETRARCH MAKES WAR WITH ARETAS, THE KING OF ARABIA, AND IS BEATEN BY HIM AS ALSO CONCERNING THE DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. HOW VITELLIUS WENT UP TO JERUSALEM; TOGETHER WITH SOME ACCOUNT OF AGRIPPA AND OF THE POSTERITY OF HEROD THE GREAT. 
1. ABOUT THIS TIME ARETAS (THE KING OF ARABIA PETRES) AND HEROD HAD A QUARREL ON THE ACCOUNT FOLLOWING: HEROD THE TETRARCH HAD, MARRIED THE DAUGHTER OF ARETAS, AND HAD LIVED WITH HER A GREAT WHILE; BUT WHEN HE WAS ONCE AT ROME, HE LODGED WITH HEROD, WHO WAS HIS BROTHER INDEED, BUT NOT BY THE SAME MOTHER; FOR THIS HEROD WAS THE SON OF THE HIGH PRIEST SIREOH'S DAUGHTER. HOWEVER, HE FELL IN LOVE WITH HERODIAS, THIS LAST HEROD'S WIFE, WHO WAS THE DAUGHTER OF ARISTOBULUS THEIR BROTHER, AND THE SISTER OF AGRIPPA THE GREAT. THIS MAN VENTURED TO TALK TO HER ABOUT A MARRIAGE BETWEEN THEM; WHICH ADDRESS, WHEN SHE ADMITTED, AN AGREEMENT WAS MADE FOR HER TO CHANGE HER HABITATION, AND COME TO HIM AS SOON AS HE SHOULD RETURN FROM ROME: ONE ARTICLE OF THIS MARRIAGE ALSO WAS THIS, THAT HE SHOULD DIVORCE ARETAS'S DAUGHTER. SO ANTIPUS, WHEN HE HAD MADE THIS AGREEMENT, SAILED TO ROME; BUT WHEN HE HAD DONE THERE THE BUSINESS HE WENT ABOUT, AND WAS RETURNED AGAIN, HIS WIFE HAVING DISCOVERED THE AGREEMENT HE HAD MADE WITH HERODIAS, AND HAVING LEARNED IT BEFORE HE HAD NOTICE OF HER KNOWLEDGE OF THE WHOLE DESIGN, SHE DESIRED HIM TO SEND HER TO MACHERUS, WHICH IS A PLACE IN THE BORDERS OF THE DOMINIONS OF ARETAS AND HEROD, WITHOUT INFORMING HIM OF ANY OF HER INTENTIONS. ACCORDINGLY HEROD SENT HER THITHER, AS THINKING HIS WIFE HAD NOT PERCEIVED ANY THING; NOW SHE HAD SENT A GOOD WHILE BEFORE TO MACHERUS, WHICH WAS SUBJECT TO HER FATHER AND SO ALL THINGS NECESSARY FOR HER JOURNEY WERE MADE READY FOR HER BY THE GENERAL OF ARETAS'S ARMY; AND BY THAT MEANS SHE SOON CAME INTO ARABIA, UNDER THE CONDUCT OF THE SEVERAL GENERALS, WHO CARRIED HER FROM ONE TO ANOTHER SUCCESSIVELY; AND SHE SOON CAME TO HER FATHER, AND TOLD HIM OF HEROD'S INTENTIONS. SO ARETAS MADE THIS THE FIRST OCCASION OF HIS ENMITY BETWEEN HIM AND HEROD, WHO HAD ALSO SOME QUARREL WITH HIM ABOUT THEIR LIMITS AT THE COUNTRY OF GAMALITIS. SO, THEY RAISED ARMIES ON BOTH SIDES, AND PREPARED FOR WAR, AND SENT THEIR GENERALS TO FIGHT INSTEAD OF THEMSELVES; AND WHEN THEY HAD JOINED BATTLE, ALL HEROD'S ARMY WAS DESTROYED BY THE TREACHERY OF SOME FUGITIVES, WHO, THOUGH THEY WERE OF THE TETRARCHY OF PHILIP, JOINED WITH ARETAS'S ARMY. SO, HEROD WROTE ABOUT THESE AFFAIRS TO TIBERIUS, WHO BEING VERY ANGRY AT THE ATTEMPT MADE BY ARETAS, WROTE TO VITELLIUS TO MAKE WAR UPON HIM, AND EITHER TO TAKE HIM ALIVE, AND BRING HIM TO HIM IN BONDS, OR TO KILL HIM, AND SEND HIM HIS HEAD. THIS WAS THE CHARGE THAT TIBERIUS GAVE TO THE PRESIDENT OF SYRIA. 
2. NOW SOME OF THE JEWS THOUGHT THAT THE DESTRUCTION OF HEROD'S ARMY CAME FROM GOD, AND THAT VERY JUSTLY, AS A PUNISHMENT OF WHAT HE DID AGAINST JOHN, THAT WAS CALLED THE BAPTIST: FOR HEROD SLEW HIM, WHO WAS A GOOD MAN, AND COMMANDED THE JEWS TO EXERCISE VIRTUE, BOTH AS TO RIGHTEOUSNESS TOWARDS ONE ANOTHER, AND PIETY TOWARDS GOD, AND SO TO COME TO BAPTISM; FOR THAT THE WASHING [WITH WATER] WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO HIM, IF THEY MADE USE OF IT, NOT IN ORDER TO THE PUTTING AWAY [OR THE REMISSION] OF SOME SINS [ONLY], BUT FOR THE PURIFICATION OF THE BODY; SUPPOSING STILL THAT THE SOUL WAS THOROUGHLY PURIFIED BEFOREHAND BY RIGHTEOUSNESS. NOW WHEN [MANY] OTHERS CAME IN CROWDS ABOUT HIM, FOR THEY WERE VERY GREATLY MOVED [OR PLEASED] BY HEARING HIS WORDS, HEROD, WHO FEARED LEST THE GREAT INFLUENCE JOHN HAD OVER THE PEOPLE MIGHT PUT IT INTO HIS POWER AND INCLINATION TO RAISE A REBELLION, (FOR THEY SEEMED READY TO DO ANY THING HE SHOULD ADVISE,) THOUGHT IT BEST, BY PUTTING HIM TO DEATH, TO PREVENT ANY MISCHIEF HE MIGHT CAUSE, AND NOT BRING HIMSELF INTO DIFFICULTIES, BY SPARING A MAN WHO MIGHT MAKE HIM REPENT OF IT WHEN IT WOULD BE TOO LATE. ACCORDINGLY, HE WAS SENT A PRISONER, OUT OF HEROD'S SUSPICIOUS TEMPER, TO MACHERUS, THE CASTLE I BEFORE MENTIONED, AND WAS THERE PUT TO DEATH. NOW THE JEWS HAD AN OPINION THAT THE DESTRUCTION OF THIS ARMY WAS SENT AS A PUNISHMENT UPON HEROD, AND A MARK OF GOD'S DISPLEASURE TO HIM. 
3. SO VITELLIUS PREPARED TO MAKE WAR WITH ARETAS, HAVING WITH HIM TWO LEGIONS OF ARMED MEN; HE ALSO TOOK WITH HIM ALL THOSE OF LIGHT ARMATURE, AND OF THE HORSEMEN WHICH BELONGED TO THEM, AND WERE DRAWN OUT OF THOSE KINGDOMS WHICH WERE UNDER THE ROMANS, AND MADE HASTE FOR PETRA, AND CAME TO PTOLEMAIS. BUT AS HE WAS MARCHING VERY BUSILY, AND LEADING HIS ARMY THROUGH JUDEA, THE PRINCIPAL MEN MET HIM, AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD NOT THUS MARCH THROUGH THEIR LAND; FOR THAT THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY WOULD NOT PERMIT THEM TO OVERLOOK THOSE IMAGES WHICH WERE BROUGHT INTO IT, OF WHICH THERE WERE A GREAT MANY IN THEIR ENSIGNS; SO HE WAS PERSUADED BY WHAT THEY SAID, AND CHANGED THAT RESOLUTION OF HIS WHICH HE HAD BEFORE TAKEN IN THIS MATTER. WHEREUPON HE ORDERED THE ARMY TO MARCH ALONG THE GREAT PLAIN, WHILE HE HIMSELF, WITH HEROD THE TETRARCH AND HIS FRIENDS, WENT UP TO JERUSALEM TO OFFER SACRIFICE TO GOD, AN ANCIENT FESTIVAL OF THE JEWS BEING THEN JUST APPROACHING; AND WHEN HE HAD BEEN THERE, AND BEEN HONORABLY ENTERTAINED BY THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS, HE MADE A STAY THERE FOR THREE DAYS, WITHIN WHICH TIME HE DEPRIVED JONATHAN OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND GAVE IT TO HIS BROTHER THEOPHILUS. BUT WHEN ON THE FOURTH DAY LETTERS CAME TO HIM, WHICH INFORMED HIM OF THE DEATH OF TIBERIUS, HE OBLIGED THE MULTITUDE TO TAKE AN OATH OF FIDELITY TO CAIUS; HE ALSO RECALLED HIS ARMY, AND MADE THEM EVERY ONE GO HOME, AND TAKE THEIR WINTER QUARTERS THERE, SINCE, UPON THE DEVOLUTION OF THE EMPIRE UPON CAIUS, HE HAD NOT THE LIKE AUTHORITY OF MAKING THIS WAR WHICH HE HAD BEFORE. IT WAS ALSO REPORTED, THAT WHEN ARETAS HEARD OF THE COMING OF VITELLIUS TO FIGHT HIM, HE SAID, UPON HIS CONSULTING THE DIVINERS, THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE THAT THIS ARMY OF VITELLIUS'S COULD ENTER PETRA; FOR THAT ONE OF THE RULERS WOULD DIE, EITHER HE THAT GAVE ORDERS FOR THE WAR, OR HE THAT WAS MARCHING AT THE OTHER'S DESIRE, IN ORDER TO BE SUBSERVIENT TO HIS WILL, OR ELSE HE AGAINST WHOM THIS ARMY IS PREPARED. SO VITELLIUS TRULY RETIRED TO ANTIOCH; BUT AGRIPPA, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS, WENT UP TO ROME, A YEAR BEFORE THE DEATH OF TIBERIUS, IN ORDER TO TREAT OF SOME AFFAIRS WITH THE EMPEROR, IF HE MIGHT BE PERMITTED SO TO DO. I HAVE NOW A MIND TO DESCRIBE HEROD AND HIS FAMILY, HOW IT FARED WITH THEM, PARTLY BECAUSE IT IS SUITABLE TO THIS HISTORY TO SPEAK OF THAT MATTER, AND PARTLY BECAUSE THIS THING IS A DEMONSTRATION OF THE INTERPOSITION OF PROVIDENCE, HOW A MULTITUDE OF CHILDREN IS OF NO ADVANTAGE, NO MORE THAN ANY OTHER STRENGTH THAT MANKIND SET THEIR HEARTS UPON, BESIDES THOSE ACTS OF PIETY WHICH ARE DONE TOWARDS GOD; FOR IT HAPPENED, THAT, WITHIN THE REVOLUTION OF A HUNDRED YEARS, THE POSTERITY OF HEROD, WHICH WERE A GREAT MANY IN NUMBER, WERE, EXCEPTING A FEW, UTTERLY DESTROYED. ONE MAY WELL APPLY THIS FOR THE INSTRUCTION OF MANKIND, AND LEARN THENCE HOW UNHAPPY THEY WERE: IT WILL ALSO SHOW US THE HISTORY OF AGRIPPA, WHO, AS HE WAS A PERSON MOST WORTHY OF ADMIRATION, SO WAS HE FROM A PRIVATE MAN, BEYOND ALL THE EXPECTATION OF THOSE THAT KNEW HIM, ADVANCED TO GREAT POWER AND AUTHORITY. I HAVE SAID SOMETHING OF THEM FORMERLY, BUT I SHALL NOW ALSO SPEAK ACCURATELY ABOUT THEM. 
4. HEROD THE GREAT HAD TWO DAUGHTERS BY MARIAMNE, THE [GRAND] DAUGHTER OF HYRCANUS; THE ONE WAS SALAMPSIO, WHO WAS MARRIED TO PHASAELUS, HER FIRST COUSIN, WHO WAS HIMSELF THE SON OF PHASAELUS, HEROD'S BROTHER, HER FATHER MAKING THE MATCH; THE OTHER WAS CYPROS, WHO WAS HERSELF MARRIED ALSO TO HER FIRST COUSIN ANTIPATER, THE SON OF SALOME, HEROD'S SISTER. PHASAELUS HAD FIVE CHILDREN BY SALAMPSIO; ANTIPATER, HEROD, AND ALEXANDER, AND TWO DAUGHTERS, ALEXANDRA AND CYPROS; WHICH LAST AGRIPPA, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS, MARRIED; AND TIMIUS OF CYPRUS MARRIED ALEXANDRA; HE WAS A MAN OF NOTE, BUT HAD BY HER NO CHILDREN. AGRIPPA HAD BY CYPROS TWO SONS AND THREE DAUGHTERS, WHICH DAUGHTERS WERE NAMED BERNICE, MARIARUNE, AND DRUSIUS; BUT THE NAMES OF THE SONS WERE AGRIPPA AND DRUSUS, OF WHICH DRUSUS DIED BEFORE HE CAME TO THE YEARS OF PUBERTY; BUT THEIR FATHER, AGRIPPA, WAS BROUGHT UP WITH HIS OTHER BRETHREN, HEROD AND ARISTOBULUS, FOR THESE WERE ALSO THE SONS OF THE SON OF HEROD THE GREAT BY BERNICE; BUT BERNICE WAS THE DAUGHTER OF COSTOBARUS AND OF SALOME, WHO WAS HEROD'S SISTER. ARISTOBULUS LEFT THESE INFANTS WHEN HE WAS SLAIN BY HIS FATHER, TOGETHER WITH HIS BROTHER ALEXANDER, AS WE HAVE ALREADY RELATED. BUT WHEN THEY WERE ARRIVED AT YEARS OF PUBERTY, THIS HEROD, THE BROTHER OF AGRIPPA, MARRIED MARIAMNE, THE DAUGHTER OF OLYMPIAS, WHO WAS THE DAUGHTER OF HEROD THE KING, AND OF JOSEPH, THE SON OF JOSEPH, WHO WAS BROTHER TO HEROD THE KING, AND HAD BY HER A SON, ARISTOBULUS; BUT ARISTOBULUS, THE THIRD BROTHER OF AGRIPPA, MARRIED JOTAPE, THE DAUGHTER OF SAMPSIGERAMUS, KING OF EMESA; THEY HAD A DAUGHTER WHO WAS DEAF, WHOSE NAME ALSO WAS JOTAPE; AND THESE HITHERTO WERE THE CHILDREN OF THE MALE LINE. BUT HERODIAS, THEIR SISTER, WAS MARRIED TO HEROD [PHILIP], THE SON OF HEROD THE GREAT, WHO WAS BORN OF MARIAMNE, THE DAUGHTER OF SIMON THE HIGH PRIEST, WHO HAD A DAUGHTER, SALOME; AFTER WHOSE BIRTH HERODIAS TOOK UPON HER TO CONFOUND THE LAWS OF OUR COUNTRY, AND DIVORCED HERSELF FROM HER HUSBAND WHILE HE WAS ALIVE, AND WAS MARRIED TO HEROD [ANTIPAS], HER HUSBAND'S BROTHER BY THE FATHER'S SIDE, HE WAS TETRARCH OF GALILEE; BUT HER DAUGHTER SALOME WAS MARRIED TO PHILIP, THE SON OF HEROD, AND TETRARCH OF TRACHONITIS; AND AS HE DIED CHILDLESS, ARISTOBULUS, THE SON OF HEROD, THE BROTHER OF AGRIPPA, MARRIED HER; THEY HAD THREE SONS, HEROD, AGRIPPA, AND ARISTOBULUS; AND THIS WAS THE POSTERITY OF PHASAELUS AND SALAMPSIO. BUT THE DAUGHTER OF ANTIPATER BY CYPROS WAS CYPROS, WHOM ALEXAS SELCIAS, THE SON OF ALEXAS, MARRIED; THEY HAD A DAUGHTER, CYPROS; BUT HEROD AND ALEXANDER, WHO, AS WE TOLD YOU, WERE THE BROTHERS OF ANTIPATER, DIED CHILDLESS. AS TO ALEXANDER, THE SON OF HEROD THE KING, WHO WAS SLAIN BY HIS FATHER, HE HAD TWO SONS, ALEXANDER AND TIGRANES, BY THE DAUGHTER OF ARCHELAUS, KING OF CAPPADOCIA. TIGRANES, WHO WAS KING OF ARMENIA, WAS ACCUSED AT ROME, AND DIED CHILDLESS; ALEXANDER HAD ASON OF THE SAME NAME WITH HIS BROTHER TIGRANES, AND WAS SENT TO TAKE POSSESSION OF THE KINGDOM OF ARMENIA BY NERO; HE HAD A SON, ALEXANDER, WHO MARRIED JOTAPE, THE DAUGHTER OF ANTIOCHUS, THE KING OF COMMAGENA; VESPASIAN MADE HIM KING OF AN ISLAND IN CILICIA. BUT THESE DESCENDANTS OF ALEXANDER, SOON AFTER THEIR BIRTH, DESERTED THE JEWISH RELIGION, AND WENT OVER TO THAT OF THE GREEKS. BUT FOR THE REST OF THE DAUGHTERS OF HEROD THE KING, IT HAPPENED THAT THEY DIED CHILDLESS. AND AS THESE DESCENDANTS OF HEROD, WHOM WE HAVE ENUMERATED, WERE IN BEING AT THE SAME TIME THAT AGRIPPA THE GREAT TOOK THE KINGDOM, AND I HAVE NOW GIVEN AN ACCOUNT OF THEM, IT NOW REMAINS THAT I RELATE THE SEVERAL HARD FORTUNES WHICH BEFELL AGRIPPA, AND HOW HE GOT CLEAR OF THEM, AND WAS ADVANCED TO THE GREATEST HEIGHT OF DIGNITY AND POWER. 
CHAPTER 6. OF THE NAVIGATION OF KING AGRIPPA TO ROME, TO TIBERIUS CAESAR; AND NOW UPON HIS BEING ACCUSED BY HIS OWN FREEDMAN, HE WAS BOUND; HOW ALSO HE, WAS SET AT LIBERTY BY CAIUS, AFTER TIBERIUS'S DEATH AND WAS MADE KING OF THE TETRARCHY OF PHILIP. 
1. A LITTLE BEFORE THE DEATH OF HEROD THE KING, AGRIPPA LIVED AT ROME, AND WAS GENERALLY BROUGHT UP AND CONVERSED WITH DRUSUS, THE EMPEROR TIBERIUS'S SON, AND CONTRACTED A FRIENDSHIP WITH ANTONIA, THE WIFE OF DRUSUS THE GREAT, WHO HAD HIS MOTHER BERNICE IN GREAT ESTEEM, AND WAS VERY DESIROUS OF ADVANCING HER SON. NOW AS AGRIPPA WAS BY NATURE MAGNANIMOUS AND GENEROUS IN THE PRESENTS HE MADE, WHILE HIS MOTHER WAS ALIVE, THIS INCLINATION OF HIS MIND DID NOT APPEAR, THAT HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO AVOID HER ANGER FOR SUCH HIS EXTRAVAGANCE; BUT WHEN BERNICE WAS DEAD, AND HE WAS LEFT TO HIS OWN CONDUCT, HE SPENT A GREAT DEAL EXTRAVAGANTLY IN HIS DAILY WAY OF LIVING, AND A GREAT DEAL IN THE IMMODERATE PRESENTS HE MADE, AND THOSE CHIEFLY AMONG CAESAR'S FREED-MEN, IN ORDER TO GAIN THEIR ASSISTANCE, INSOMUCH THAT HE WAS, IN A LITTLE TIME, REDUCED TO POVERTY, AND COULD NOT LIVE AT ROME ANY LONGER. TIBERIUS ALSO FORBADE THE FRIENDS OF HIS DECEASED SON TO COME INTO HIS SIGHT, BECAUSE ON SEEING THEM HE SHOULD BE PUT IN MIND OF HIS SON, AND HIS GRIEF WOULD THEREBY BE REVIVED. 
2. FOR THESE REASONS HE WENT AWAY FROM ROME, AND SAILED TO JUDEA, BUT IN EVIL CIRCUMSTANCES, BEING DEJECTED WITH THE LOSS OF THAT MONEY WHICH HE ONCE HAD, AND BECAUSE HE HAD NOT WHEREWITHAL TO PAY HIS CREDITORS, WHO WERE MANY IN NUMBER, AND SUCH AS GAVE HIM NO ROOM FOR ESCAPING THEM. WHEREUPON HE KNEW NOT WHAT TO DO; SO, FOR SHAME OF HIS PRESENT CONDITION, HE RETIRED TO A CERTAIN TOWER, AT MALATHA, IN IDUMEA, AND HAD THOUGHTS OF KILLING HIMSELF; BUT HIS WIFE CYPROS PERCEIVED HIS INTENTIONS, AND TRIED ALL SORTS OF METHODS TO DIVERT HIM FROM HIS TAKING SUCH A COURSE; SO SHE SENT A LETTER TO HIS SISTER HERODIAS, WHO WAS NOW THE WIFE OF HEROD THE TETRARCH, AND LET HER KNOW AGRIPPA'S PRESENT DESIGN, AND WHAT NECESSITY IT WAS WHICH DROVE HIM THERETO, AND DESIRED HER, AS A KINSWOMAN OF HIS, TO GIVE HIM HER HELP, AND TO ENGAGE HER HUSBAND TO DO THE SAME, SINCE SHE SAW HOW SHE ALLEVIATED THESE HER HUSBAND'S TROUBLES ALL SHE COULD, ALTHOUGH SHE HAD NOT THE LIKE WEALTH TO DO IT WITHAL. SO, THEY SENT FOR HIM, AND ALLOTTED HIM TIBERIAS FOR HIS HABITATION, AND APPOINTED HIM SOME INCOME OF MONEY FOR HIS MAINTENANCE, AND MADE HIM A MAGISTRATE OF THAT CITY, BY WAY OF HONOR TO HIM. YET DID NOT HEROD LONG CONTINUE IN THAT RESOLUTION OF SUPPORTING HIM, THOUGH EVEN THAT SUPPORT WAS NOT SUFFICIENT FOR HIM; FOR AS ONCE THEY WERE AT A FEAST AT TYRE, AND IN THEIR CUPS, AND REPROACHES WERE CAST UPON ONE ANOTHER, AGRIPPA THOUGHT THAT WAS NOT TO BE BORNE, WHILE HEROD HIT HIM IN THE TEETH WITH HIS POVERTY, AND WITH HIS OWING HIS NECESSARY FOOD TO HIM. SO, HE WENT TO FLACCUS, ONE THAT HAD BEEN CONSUL, AND HAD BEEN A VERY GREAT FRIEND TO HIM AT ROME FORMERLY, AND WAS NOW PRESIDENT OF SYRIA. 
3. HEREUPON FLACCUS RECEIVED HIM KINDLY, AND HE LIVED WITH HIM. FLACCUS HAD ALSO WITH HIM THERE ARISTOBULUS, WHO WAS INDEED AGRIPPA'S BROTHER, BUT WAS AT VARIANCE WITH HIM; YET DID NOT THEIR ENMITY TO ONE ANOTHER HINDER THE FRIENDSHIP OF FLACCUS TO THEM BOTH, BUT STILL THEY WERE HONORABLY TREATED BY HIM. HOWEVER, ARISTOBULUS DID NOT ABATE OF HIS ILL-WILL TO AGRIPPA, TILL AT LENGTH HE BROUGHT HIM INTO ILL TERMS WITH FLACCUS; THE OCCASION OF BRINGING ON WHICH ESTRANGEMENT WAS THIS: THE DAMASCENS WERE AT DIFFERENCE WITH THE SIDONIANS ABOUT THEIR LIMITS, AND WHEN FLACCUS WAS ABOUT TO HEAR THE CAUSE BETWEEN THEM, THEY UNDERSTOOD THAT AGRIPPA HAD A MIGHTY INFLUENCE UPON HIM; SO THEY DESIRED THAT HE WOULD BE OF THEIR SIDE, AND FOR THAT FAVOR PROMISED HIM A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY; SO HE WAS ZEALOUS IN ASSISTING THE DAMASCENS AS FAR AS HE WAS ABLE. NOW ARISTOBULUS HAD GOTTEN INTELLIGENCE OF THIS PROMISE OF MONEY TO HIM, AND ACCUSED HIM TO FLACCUS OF THE SAME; AND WHEN, UPON A THOROUGH EXAMINATION OF THE MATTER, IT APPEARED PLAINLY SO TO BE, HE REJECTED AGRIPPA OUT OF THE NUMBER OF HIS FRIENDS. SO HE WAS REDUCED TO THE UTMOST NECESSITY, AND CAME TO PTOLEMAIS; AND BECAUSE HE KNEW NOT WHERE ELSE TO GET A LIVELIHOOD, HE THOUGHT TO SAIL TO ITALY; BUT AS HE WAS RESTRAINED FROM SO DOING BY WANT OF MONEY, HE DESIRED MARSYAS, WHO WAS HIS FREED-MAN, TO FIND SOME METHOD FOR PROCURING HIM SO MUCH AS HE WANTED FOR THAT PURPOSE, BY BORROWING SUCH A SUM OF SOME PERSON OR OTHER. SO MARSYAS DESIRED OF PETER, WHO WAS THE FREED-MAN OF BERNICE, AGRIPPA'S MOTHER, AND BY THE RIGHT OF HER TESTAMENT WAS BEQUEATHED TO ANTONIA, TO LEND SO MUCH UPON AGRIPPA'S OWN BOND AND SECURITY; BUT HE ACCUSED AGRIPPA OF HAVING DEFRAUDED HIM OF CERTAIN SUMS OF MONEY, AND SO OBLIGED MARSYAS, WHEN HE MADE THE BOND OF TWENTY THOUSAND ATTIC DRACHMAE, TO ACCEPT OF TWENTY-FIVE HUNDRED DRACHMA AS LESS THAN WHAT HE DESIRED, WHICH THE OTHER ALLOWED OF, BECAUSE HE COULD NOT HELP IT. UPON THE RECEIPT OF THIS MONEY, AGRIPPA CAME TO ANTHEDON, AND TOOK SHIPPING, AND WAS GOING TO SET SAIL; BUT HERENNIUS CAPITO, WHO WAS THE PROCURATOR OF JAMHIS, SENT A BAND OF SOLDIERS TO DEMAND OF HIM THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND DRACHMAE OF SILVER, WHICH WERE BY HIM OWING TO CAESAR'S TREASURY WHILE HE WAS AT ROME, AND SO FORCED HIM TO STAY. HE THEN PRETENDED THAT HE WOULD DO AS HE BID HIM; BUT WHEN NIGHT CAME ON, HE CUT HIS CABLES, AND WENT OFF, AND SAILED TO ALEXANDRIA, WHERE HE DESIRED ALEXANDER THE ALABARCH TO LEND HIM TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DRACHMAE; BUT HE SAID HE WOULD NOT LEND IT TO HIM, BUT WOULD NOT REFUSE IT TO CYPROS, AS GREATLY ASTONISHED AT HER AFFECTION TO HER HUSBAND, AND AT THE OTHER INSTANCES OF HER VIRTUE; SO SHE UNDERTOOK TO REPAY IT. ACCORDINGLY, ALEXANDER PAID THEM FIVE TALENTS AT ALEXANDRIA, AND PROMISED TO PAY THEM THE REST OF THAT SUM AT DICEARCHIA [PUTEOLI]; AND THIS HE DID OUT OF THE FEAR HE WAS IN THAT AGRIPPA WOULD SOON SPEND IT. SO, THIS CYPROS SET HER HUSBAND FREE, AND DISMISSED HIM TO GO ON WITH HIS NAVIGATION TO ITALY, WHILE SHE AND HER CHILDREN DEPARTED FOR JUDEA. 
4. AND NOW AGRIPPA WAS COME TO PUTEOLI, WHENCE HE WROTE A LETTER TO TIBERIUS CAESAR, WHO THEN LIVED AT CAPREAE, AND TOLD HIM THAT HE WAS COME SO FAR IN ORDER TO WAIT ON HIM, AND TO PAY HIM A VISIT; AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD GIVE HIM LEAVE TO COME OVER TO CAPREIN: SO TIBERIUS MADE NO DIFFICULTY, BUT WROTE TO HIM IN AN OBLIGING WAY IN OTHER RESPECTS; AND WITHAL TOLD HIM HE WAS GLAD OF HIS SAFE RETURN, AND DESIRED HIM TO COME TO CAPREAE; AND WHEN HE WAS COME, HE DID NOT FAIL TO TREAT HIM AS KINDLY AS HE HAD PROMISED HIM IN HIS LETTER TO DO. BUT THE NEXT DAY CAME A LETTER TO CAESAR FROM HERENNIUS CAPITO, TO INFORM HIM THAT AGRIPPA HAD BORROWED THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND DRACHMAE, AND NOT PAD IT AT THE TIME APPOINTED; BUT WHEN IT WAS DEMANDED OF HIM, HE RAN AWAY LIKE A FUGITIVE, OUT OF THE PLACES UNDER HIS GOVERNMENT, AND PUT IT OUT OF HIS POWER TO GET THE MONEY OF HIM. WHEN CAESAR HAD READ THIS LETTER, HE WAS MUCH TROUBLED AT IT, AND GAVE ORDER THAT AGRIPPA SHOULD BE EXCLUDED FROM HIS PRESENCE UNTIL HE HAD PAID THAT DEBT: UPON WHICH HE WAS NO WAY DAUNTED AT CAESAR'S ANGER, BUT ENTREATED ANTONIA, THE MOTHER OF GERMANICUS, AND OF CLAUDIUS, WHO WAS AFTERWARD CAESAR HIMSELF, TO LEND HIM THOSE THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND DRACHMAE, THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE DEPRIVED OF TIBERIUS'S FRIENDSHIP; SO, OUT OF REGARD TO THE MEMORY OF BERNICE HIS MOTHER, (FOR THOSE TWO WOMEN WERE VERY FAMILIAR WITH ONE ANOTHER,) AND OUT OF REGARD TO HIS AND CLAUDIUS'S EDUCATION TOGETHER, SHE LENT HIM THE MONEY; AND, UPON THE PAYMENT OF THIS DEBT, THERE WAS NOTHING TO HINDER TIBERIUS'S FRIENDSHIP TO HIM. AFTER THIS, TIBERIUS CAESAR RECOMMENDED TO HIM HIS GRANDSON, AND ORDERED THAT HE SHOULD ALWAYS ACCOMPANY HIM WHEN HE WENT ABROAD. BUT UPON AGRIPPA'S KIND RECEPTION BY ANTONIA, HE BETOOK HIM TO PAY HIS RESPECTS TO CAIUS, WHO WAS HER GRANDSON, AND IN VERY HIGH REPUTATION BY REASON OF THE GOOD-WILL THEY BARE HIS FATHER. NOW THERE WAS ONE THALLUS, A FREED-MAN OF CAESAR, OF WHOM HE BORROWED A MILLION OF DRACHMAE, AND THENCE REPAID ANTONIA THE DEBT HE OWED HER; AND BY SENDING THE OVERPLUS IN PAYING HIS COURT TO CAIUS, BECAME A PERSON OF GREAT AUTHORITY WITH HIM. 
5. NOW AS THE FRIENDSHIP WHICH AGRIPPA HAD FOR CAIUS WAS COME TO A GREAT HEIGHT, THERE HAPPENED SOME WORDS TO PASS BETWEEN THEM, AS THEY ONCE WERE IN A CHARIOT TOGETHER, CONCERNING TIBERIUS; AGRIPPA PRAYING [TO GOD] (FOR THEY TWO SAT BY THEMSELVES) THAT TIBERIUS MIGHT SOON GO OFF THE STAGE, AND LEAVE THE GOVERNMENT TO CAIUS, WHO WAS IN EVERY RESPECT MORE WORTHY OF IT. NOW EUTYCHUS, WHO WAS AGRIPPA'S FREED-MAN, AND DROVE HIS CHARIOT, HEARD THESE WORDS, AND AT THAT TIME SAID NOTHING OF THEM; BUT WHEN AGRIPPA ACCUSED HIM OF STEALING SOME GARMENTS OF HIS, (WHICH WAS CERTAINLY TRUE,) HE RAN AWAY FROM HIM; BUT WHEN HE WAS CAUGHT, AND BROUGHT BEFORE PISO, WHO WAS GOVERNOR OF THE CITY, AND THE MAN WAS ASKED WHY HE RAN AWAY, BE REPLIED, THAT HE HAD SOMEWHAT TO SAY TO CAESAR, THAT TENDED TO HIS SECURITY AND PRESERVATION: SO PISO BOUND HIM, AND SENT HIM TO CAPREAE. BUT TIBERIUS, ACCORDING TO HIS USUAL CUSTOM, KEPT HIM STILL IN BONDS, BEING A DELAYER OF AFFAIRS, IF EVER THERE WAS ANY OTHER KING OR TYRANT THAT WAS SO; FOR HE DID NOT ADMIT AMBASSADORS QUICKLY, AND NO SUCCESSORS WERE DESPATCHED AWAY TO GOVERNORS OR PROCURATORS OF THE PROVINCES THAT HAD BEEN FORMERLY SENT, UNLESS THEY WERE DEAD; WHENCE IT WAS THAT HE WAS SO NEGLIGENT IN HEARING THE CAUSES OF PRISONERS; INSOMUCH THAT WHEN HE WAS ASKED BY HIS FRIENDS WHAT WAS THE REASON OF HIS DELAY IN SUCH CASES, HE SAID THAT HE DELAYED TO HEAR AMBASSADORS, LEST, UPON THEIR QUICK DISMISSION, OTHER AMBASSADORS SHOULD BE APPOINTED, AND RETURN UPON HIM; AND SO HE SHOULD BRING TROUBLE UPON HIMSELF IN THEIR PUBLIC RECEPTION AND DISMISSION: THAT HE PERMITTED THOSE GOVERNORS WHO HAD BEEN SENT ONCE TO THEIR GOVERNMENT [TO STAY THERE A LONG WHILE], OUT OF REGARD TO THE SUBJECTS THAT WERE UNDER THEM; FOR THAT ALL GOVERNORS ARE NATURALLY DISPOSED TO GET AS MUCH AS THEY CAN; AND THAT THOSE WHO ARE NOT TO FIX THERE, BUT TO STAY A SHORT TIME, AND THAT AT AN UNCERTAINTY WHEN THEY SHALL BE TURNED OUT, DO THE MORE SEVERELY HURRY THEMSELVES ON TO FLEECE THE PEOPLE; BUT THAT IF THEIR GOVERNMENT BE LONG CONTINUED TO THEM; THEY ARE AT LAST SATIATED WITH THE SPOILS, AS HAVING GOTTEN A VAST DEAL, AND SO BECOME AT LENGTH LESS SHARP IN THEIR PILLAGING; BUT THAT IF SUCCESSORS ARE SENT QUICKLY, THE POOR SUBJECTS, WHO ARE EXPOSED TO THEM AS A PREY, WILL NOT BE ABLE TO BEAR THE NEW ONES, WHILE THEY SHALL NOT HAVE THE SAME TIME ALLOWED THEM WHEREIN THEIR PREDECESSORS HAD FILLED THEMSELVES, AND SO, GREW MORE UNCONCERNED ABOUT GETTING MORE; AND THIS BECAUSE THEY ARE REMOVED BEFORE THEY HAVE HAD TIME [FOR THEIR OPPRESSIONS]. HE GAVE THEM AN EXAMPLE TO SHOW HIS MEANING: A GREAT NUMBER OF FLIES CAME ABOUT THE SORE PLACES OF A MAN THAT HAD BEEN WOUNDED; UPON WHICH ONE OF THE STANDERS-BY PITIED THE MAN'S MISFORTUNE, AND THINKING HE WAS NOT ABLE TO DRIVE THOSE FLIES AWAY HIMSELF, WAS GOING TO DRIVE THEM AWAY FOR HIM; BUT HE PRAYED HIM TO LET THEM ALONE: THE OTHER, BY WAY OF REPLY, ASKED HIM THE REASON OF SUCH A PREPOSTEROUS PROCEEDING, IN PREVENTING RELIEF FROM HIS PRESENT MISERY; TO WHICH HE ANSWERED, "IF THOU DRIVEST THESE FLIES AWAY, THOU WILT HURT ME WORSE; FOR AS THESE ARE ALREADY FULL OF MY BLOOD, THEY DO NOT CROWD ABOUT ME, NOR PAIN ME SO MUCH AS BEFORE, BUT ARE SOMEWHAT MORE REMISS, WHILE THE FRESH ONES THAT COME ALMOST FAMISHED, AND FIND ME QUITE TIRED DOWN ALREADY, WILL BE MY DESTRUCTION. FOR THIS CAUSE, THEREFORE, IT IS THAT I AM MYSELF CAREFUL NOT TO SEND SUCH NEW GOVERNORS PERPETUALLY TO THOSE MY SUBJECTS, WHO ARE ALREADY SUFFICIENTLY HARASSED BY MANY OPPRESSIONS, AS MAY, LIKE THESE FLIES, FURTHER DISTRESS THEM; AND SO, BESIDES THEIR NATURAL DESIRE OF GAIN, MAY HAVE THIS ADDITIONAL INCITEMENT TO IT, THAT THEY EXPECT TO BE SUDDENLY DEPRIVED OF THAT PLEASURE WHICH THEY TAKE IN IT." AND, AS A FURTHER ATTESTATION TO WHAT I SAY OF THE DILATORY NATURE OF TIBERIUS, I APPEAL TO THIS HIS PRACTICE ITSELF; FOR ALTHOUGH HE WAS EMPEROR TWENTY-TWO YEARS, HE SENT IN ALL BUT TWO PROCURATORS TO GOVERN THE NATION OF THE JEWS, GRATUS, AND HIS SUCCESSOR IN THE GOVERNMENT, PILATE. NOR WAS HE IN ONE WAY OF ACTING WITH RESPECT TO THE JEWS, AND IN ANOTHER WITH RESPECT TO THE REST OF HIS SUBJECTS. HE FURTHER INFORMED THEM, THAT EVEN IN THE HEARING OF THE CAUSES OF PRISONERS, HE MADE SUCH DELAYS, BECAUSE IMMEDIATE DEATH TO THOSE THAT MUST BE CONDEMNED TO DIE WOULD BE AN ALLEVIATION OF THEIR PRESENT MISERIES, WHILE THOSE WICKED WRETCHES HAVE NOT DESERVED ANY SUCH FAVOR; "BUT I DO IT, THAT, BY BEING HARASSED WITH THE PRESENT CALAMITY, THEY MAY UNDERGO GREATER MISERY." 
6. ON THIS ACCOUNT IT WAS THAT EUTYCHUS COULD NOT OBTAIN A BEARING, BUT WAS KEPT STILL IN PRISON. HOWEVER, SOME TIME AFTERWARD, TIBERIUS CAME FROM CAPREAE TO TUSCULANUM, WHICH IS ABOUT A HUNDRED FURLONGS FROM ROME. AGRIPPA THEN DESIRED OF ANTONIA THAT SHE WOULD PROCURE A HEARING FOR EUTYCHUS, LET THE MATTER WHEREOF HE ACCUSED HIM PROVE WHAT IT WOULD. NOW ANTONIA WAS GREATLY ESTEEMED BY TIBERIUS ON ALL ACCOUNTS, FROM THE DIGNITY OF HER RELATION TO HIM, WHO HAD BEEN HIS BROTHER DRUSUS'S WIFE, AND FROM HER EMINENT CHASTITY; FOR THOUGH SHE WAS STILL A YOUNG WOMAN, SHE CONTINUED IN HER WIDOWHOOD, AND REFUSED ALL OTHER MATCHES, ALTHOUGH AUGUSTUS HAD ENJOINED HER TO BE MARRIED TO SOMEBODY ELSE; YET DID SHE ALL ALONG PRESERVE HER REPUTATION FREE FROM REPROACH. SHE HAD ALSO BEEN THE GREATEST BENEFACTRESS TO TIBERIUS, WHEN THERE WAS A VERY DANGEROUS PLOT LAID AGAINST HIM BY SEJANUS, A MAN WHO HAD BEEN HER HUSBAND'S FRIEND, AND WIRE HAD THE GREATEST AUTHORITY, BECAUSE HE WAS GENERAL OF THE ARMY, AND WHEN MANY MEMBERS OF THE SENATE AND MANY OF THE FREED-MEN JOINED WITH HIM, AND THE SOLDIERY WAS CORRUPTED, AND THE PLOT WAS COME TO A GREAT HEIGHT. NOW SEJANUS HAD CERTAINLY GAINED HIS POINT, HAD NOT ANTONIA'S BOLDNESS BEEN MORE WISELY CONDUCTED THAN SEJANUS'S MALICE; FOR WHEN SHE HAD DISCOVERED HIS DESIGNS AGAINST TIBERIUS, SHE WROTE HIM AN EXACT ACCOUNT OF THE WHOLE, AND GAVE THE LETTER TO PALLAS, THE MOST FAITHFUL OF HER SERVANTS, AND SENT HIM TO CAPRERE TO TIBERIUS, WHO, WHEN HE UNDERSTOOD IT, SLEW SEJANUS AND HIS CONFEDERATES; SO THAT TIBERIUS, WHO HAD HER IN GREAT ESTEEM BEFORE, NOW LOOKED UPON HER WITH STILL GREATER RESPECT, AND DEPENDED UPON HER IN ALL THINGS. SO WHEN TIBERIUS WAS DESIRED BY THIS ANTONIA TO EXAMINE EUTYCHUS, HE ANSWERED, "IF INDEED EUTYCHUS HATH FALSELY ACCUSED AGRIPPA IN WHAT HE HATH SAID OF HIM, HE HATH HAD SUFFICIENT PUNISHMENT BY WHAT I HAVE DONE TO HIM ALREADY; BUT IF, UPON EXAMINATION, THE ACCUSATION APPEARS TO BE TRUE, LET AGRIPPA HAVE A CARE, LEST, OUT OF DESIRE OF PUNISHING HIS FREED-MAN, HE DO NOT RATHER BRING A PUNISHMENT UPON HIMSELF." NOW WHEN ANTONIA TOLD AGRIPPA OF THIS, HE WAS STILL MUCH MORE PRESSING THAT THE MATTER MIGHT BE EXAMINED INTO; SO ANTONIA, UPON AGRIPPA'S LYING HARD AT HER CONTINUALLY TO BEG THIS FAVOR, TOOK THE FOLLOWING OPPORTUNITY: AS TIBERIUS LAY ONCE AT HIS EASE UPON HIS SEDAN, AND WAS CARRIED ABOUT, AND CAIUS, HER GRANDSON, AND AGRIPPA, WERE BEFORE HIM AFTER DINNER SHE WALKED BY THE SEDAN, AND DESIRED HIM TO CALL EUTYCHUS, AND HAVE HIM EXAMINED; TO WHICH HE REPLIED, "O ANTONIA! THE GODS ARE MY WITNESSES THAT I AM INDUCED TO DO WHAT I AM GOING TO DO, NOT BY MY OWN INCLINATION, BUT BECAUSE I AM FORCED TO IT BY THY PRAYERS." WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE ORDERED MACRO, WHO SUCCEEDED SEJANUS, TO BRING EUTYCHUS TO HIM; ACCORDINGLY, WITHOUT ANY DELAY, HE WAS BROUGHT. THEN TIBERIUS ASKED HIM WHAT HE HAD TO SAY AGAINST A MAN WHO HAD GIVEN HIM HIS LIBERTY. UPON WHICH HE SAID, "O MY LORD! THIS CAIUS, AND AGRIPPA WITH HIM, WERE ONCE RIDING IN A CHARIOT, WHEN I SAT AT THEIR FEET, AND, AMONG OTHER DISCOURSES THAT PASSED, AGRIPPA SAID TO CAIUS, OH THAT THE DAY WOULD ONCE COME WHEN THIS OLD FELLOW WILL DIES AND NAME THEE FOR THE GOVERNOR OF THE HABITABLE EARTH! FOR THEN THIS TIBERIUS, HIS GRANDSON, WOULD BE NO HINDERANCE, BUT WOULD BE TAKEN OFF BY THEE, AND THAT EARTH WOULD BE HAPPY, AND I HAPPY ALSO." NOW TIBERIUS TOOK THESE TO BE TRULY AGRIPPA'S WORDS, AND BEARING A GRUDGE WITHAL AT AGRIPPA, BECAUSE, WHEN HE HAD COMMANDED HIM TO PAY HIS RESPECTS TO TIBERIUS, HIS GRANDSON, AND THE SON OF DRUSUS, AGRIPPA HAD NOT PAID HIM THAT RESPECT, BUT HAD DISOBEYED HIS COMMANDS, AND TRANSFERRED ALL HIS REGARD TO CAIUS; HE SAID TO MACRO, "BIND THIS MAN." BUT MACRO, NOT DISTINCTLY KNOWING WHICH OF THEM IT WAS WHOM HE BID HIM BIND, AND NOT EXPECTING THAT HE WOULD HAVE ANY SUCH THING DONE TO AGRIPPA, HE FORBORE, AND CAME TO ASK MORE DISTINCTLY WHAT IT WAS THAT HE SAID. BUT WHEN CAESAR HAD GONE [A] ROUND THE HIPPODROME, HE FOUND AGRIPPA STANDING: "FOR CERTAIN," SAID HE, "MACRO, THIS IS THE MAN I MEANT TO HAVE BOUND;" AND WHEN HE STILL ASKED, "WHICH OF THESE IS TO BE BOUND?" HE SAID "AGRIPPA." UPON WHICH AGRIPPA BETOOK HIMSELF TO MAKE SUPPLICATION FOR HIMSELF, PUTTING HIM IN MIND OF HIS SON, WITH WHOM HE WAS BROUGHT UP, AND OF TIBERIUS [HIS GRANDSON] WHOM HE HAD EDUCATED; BUT ALL TO NO PURPOSE; FOR THEY LED HIM ABOUT BOUND EVEN IN HIS PURPLE GARMENTS. IT WAS ALSO VERY HOT WEATHER, AND THEY HAD BUT LITTLE WINE TO THEIR MEAL, SO THAT HE WAS VERY THIRSTY; HE WAS ALSO IN A SORT OF AGONY, AND TOOK THIS TREATMENT OF HIM HEINOUSLY: AS HE THEREFORE SAW ONE OF CAIUS'S SLAVES, WHOSE NAME WAS THAUMASTUS, CARRYING SOME WATER IN A VESSEL, HE DESIRED THAT HE WOULD LET HIM DRINK; SO THE SERVANT GAVE HIM SOME WATER TO DRINK, AND HE DRANK HEARTILY, AND SAID, "O THOU BOY! THIS SERVICE OF THINE TO ME WILL BE FOR THY ADVANTAGE; FOR IF I ONCE GET CLEAR OF THESE MY BONDS, I WILL SOON PROCURE THEE THY FREEDOM OF CAIUS WHO HAS NOT BEEN WANTING TO MINISTER TO ME NOW I AM IN BONDS, IN THE SAME MANNER AS WHEN I WAS IN MY FORMER STATE AND DIGNITY." NOR DID HE DECEIVE HIM IN WHAT HE PROMISED HIM, BUT MADE HIM AMENDS FOR WHAT HE HAD NOW DONE; FOR WHEN AFTERWARD AGRIPPA WAS COME TO THE KINGDOM, HE TOOK PARTICULAR CARE OF THAUMASTUS, AND GOT HIM HIS LIBERTY FROM CAIUS, AND MADE HIM THE STEWARD OVER HIS OWN ESTATE; AND WHEN HE DIED, HE LEFT HIM TO AGRIPPA HIS SON, AND TO BERNICE HIS DAUGHTER, TO MINISTER TO THEM IN THE SAME CAPACITY. THE MAN ALSO GREW OLD IN THAT HONORABLE POST, AND THEREIN DIED. BUT ALL THIS HAPPENED A GOOD WHILE LATER. 
7. NOW AGRIPPA STOOD IN HIS BONDS BEFORE THE ROYAL PALACE, AND LEANED ON A CERTAIN TREE FOR GRIEF, WITH MANY OTHERS, WHO WERE IN BONDS ALSO; AND AS A CERTAIN BIRD SAT UPON THE TREE ON WHICH AGRIPPA LEANED, (THE ROMANS CALL THIS BIRD BUBO,) [AN OWL,] ONE OF THOSE THAT WERE BOUND, A GERMAN BY NATION, SAW HIM, AND ASKED A SOLDIER WHO THAT MAN IN PURPLE WAS; AND WHEN HE WAS INFORMED THAT HIS NAME WAS AGRIPPA, AND THAT HE WAS BY NATION A JEW, AND ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF THAT NATION, HE ASKED LEAVE OF THE SOLDIER TO WHOM HE WAS BOUND, TO LET HIM COME NEARER TO HIM, TO SPEAK WITH HIM; FOR THAT HE HAD A MIND TO INQUIRE OF HIM ABOUT SOME THINGS RELATING TO HIS COUNTRY; WHICH LIBERTY, WHEN HE HAD OBTAINED, AND AS HE STOOD NEAR HIM, HE SAID THUS TO HIM BY AN INTERPRETER: "THIS SUDDEN CHANGE OF THY CONDITION, O YOUNG MAN! IS GRIEVOUS TO THEE, AS BRINGING ON THEE A MANIFOLD AND VERY GREAT ADVERSITY; NOR WILT THOU BELIEVE ME, WHEN I FORETELL HOW THOU WILT GET CLEAR OF THIS MISERY WHICH THOU ART NOW UNDER, AND HOW DIVINE PROVIDENCE WILL PROVIDE FOR THEE. KNOW THEREFORE (AND I APPEAL TO MY OWN COUNTRY GODS, AS WELL AS TO THE GODS OF THIS PLACE, WHO HAVE AWARDED THESE BONDS TO US) THAT ALL I AM GOING TO SAY ABOUT THY CONCERNS SHALL NEITHER BE SAID FOR FAVOR NOR BRIBERY, NOR OUT OF AN ENDEAVOR TO MAKE THEE CHEERFUL WITHOUT CAUSE; FOR SUCH PREDICTIONS, WHEN THEY COME TO FAIL, MAKE THE GRIEF AT LAST, AND IN EARNEST, MORE BITTER THAN IF THE PARTY HAD NEVER HEARD OF ANY SUCH THING. HOWEVER, THOUGH I RUN THE HAZARD OF MY OWN SELF, I THINK IT FIT TO DECLARE TO THEE THE PREDICTION OF THE GODS. IT CANNOT BE THAT THOU SHOULDST LONG CONTINUE IN THESE BONDS; BUT THOU WILT SOON BE DELIVERED FROM THEM, AND WILT BE PROMOTED TO THE HIGHEST DIGNITY AND POWER, AND THOU WILT BE ENVIED BY ALL THOSE WHO NOW PITY THY HARD FORTUNE; AND THOU WILT BE HAPPY TILL THY DEATH, AND WILT LEAVE THINE HAPPINESS TO THE CHILDREN WHOM THOU SHALT HAVE. BUT DO THOU REMEMBER, WHEN THOU SEEST THIS BIRD AGAIN, THAT THOU WILT THEN LIVE BUT FIVE DAYS LONGER. THIS EVENT WILL BE BROUGHT TO PASS BY THAT GOD WHO HATH SENT THIS BIRD HITHER TO BE A SIGN UNTO THEE. AND I CANNOT BUT THINK IT UNJUST TO CONCEAL FROM THEE WHAT I FOREKNOW CONCERNING THEE, THAT, BY THY KNOWING BEFOREHAND WHAT HAPPINESS IS COMING UPON THEE, THOU MAYST NOT REGARD THY PRESENT MISFORTUNES. BUT WHEN THIS HAPPINESS SHALL ACTUALLY BEFALL THEE, DO NOT FORGET WHAT MISERY I AM IN MYSELF, BUT ENDEAVOR TO DELIVER ME." SO WHEN THE GERMAN HAD SAID THIS, HE MADE AGRIPPA LAUGH AT HIM AS MUCH AS HE AFTERWARDS APPEARED WORTHY OF ADMIRATION. BUT NOW ANTONIA TOOK AGRIPPA'S MISFORTUNE TO HEART: HOWEVER, TO SPEAK TO TIBERIUS ON HIS BEHALF, SHE TOOK TO BE A VERY DIFFICULT THING, AND INDEED QUITE IMPRACTICABLE, AS TO ANY HOPE OF SUCCESS; YET DID SHE PROCURE OF MACRO, THAT THE SOLDIERS THAT KEPT HIM SHOULD BE OF A GENTLE NATURE, AND THAT THE CENTURION WHO WAS OVER THEM AND WAS TO DIET WITH HIM, SHOULD BE OF THE SAME DISPOSITION, AND THAT HE MIGHT HAVE LEAVE TO BATHE HIMSELF EVERY DAY, AND THAT HIS FREED-MEN AND FRIENDS MIGHT COME TO HIM, AND THAT OTHER THINGS THAT TENDED TO EASE HIM MIGHT BE INDULGED HIM. SO HIS FRIEND SILAS CAME IN TO HIM, AND TWO OF HIS FREED-MEN, MARSYAS AND STECHUS, BROUGHT HIM SUCH SORTS OF FOOD AS HE WAS FOND OF, AND INDEED TOOK GREAT CARE OF HIM; THEY ,ALSO BROUGHT HIM GARMENTS, UNDER PRETENSE OF SELLING THEM; AND WHEN NIGHT CAME ON, THEY LAID THEM UNDER HIM; AND THE SOLDIERS ASSISTED THEM, AS MACRO HAD GIVEN THEM ORDER TO DO BEFOREHAND. AND THIS WAS AGRIPPA'S CONDITION FOR SIX MONTHS' TIME, AND IN THIS CASE WERE HIS AFFAIRS. 
8. BUT FOR TIBERIUS, UPON HIS RETURN TO CAPREIN, HE FELL SICK. AT FIRST HIS DISTEMPER WAS BUT GENTLE; BUT AS THAT DISTEMPER INCREASED UPON HIM, HE HAD SMALL OR NO HOPES OF RECOVERY. HEREUPON HE BID EUODUS, WHO WAS THAT FREED-MAN WHOM HE MOST OF ALL RESPECTED, TO BRING THE CHILDREN TO HIM, FOR THAT HE WANTED TO TALK TO THEM BEFORE HE DIED. NOW HE HAD AT PRESENT NO SONS OF HIS OWN ALIVE FOR DRUSUS, WHO WAS HIS ONLY SON, WAS DEAD; BUT DRUSUS'S SON TIBERIUS WAS STILL LIVING, WHOSE ADDITIONAL NAME WAS GEMELLUS: THERE WAS ALSO LIVING CAIUS, THE SON OF GERMANICUS, WHO WAS THE SON OF HIS BROTHER [DRUSUS]. HE WAS NOW GROWN UP, AND HAD A LIBERAL EDUCATION, AND WAS WELL IMPROVED BY IT, AND WAS IN ESTEEM AND FAVOR WITH THE PEOPLE, ON ACCOUNT OF THE EXCELLENT CHARACTER OF HIS FATHER GERMANICUS, WHO HAD ATTAINED THE HIGHEST HONOR AMONG THE MULTITUDE, BY THE FIRMNESS OF HIS VIRTUOUS BEHAVIOR, BY THE EASINESS AND AGREEABLENESS OF HIS CONVERSING WITH THE MULTITUDE, AND BECAUSE THE DIGNITY HE WAS IN DID NOT HINDER HIS FAMILIARITY WITH THEM ALL, AS IF THEY WERE HIS EQUALS; BY WHICH BEHAVIOR HE WAS NOT ONLY GREATLY ESTEEMED BY THE PEOPLE AND THE SENATE, BUT BY EVERY ONE OF THOSE NATIONS THAT WERE SUBJECT TO THE ROMANS; SOME OF WHICH WERE AFFECTED WHEN THEY CAME TO HIM WITH THE GRACEFULNESS OF THEIR RECEPTION BY HIM, AND OTHERS WERE AFFECTED IN THE SAME MANNER BY THE REPORT OF THE OTHERS THAT HAD BEEN WITH HIM; AND, UPON HIS DEATH, THERE WAS A LAMENTATION MADE BY ALL MEN; NOT SUCH A ONE AS WAS TO BE MADE IN WAY OF FLATTERY TO THEIR RULERS, WHILE THEY DID BUT COUNTERFEIT SORROW, BUT SUCH AS WAS REAL; WHILE EVERY BODY GRIEVED AT HIS DEATH, AS IF THEY HAD LOST ONE THAT WAS NEAR TO THEM. AND TRULY SUCH HAD BEEN HIS EASY CONVERSATION WITH MEN, THAT IT TURNED GREATLY TO THE ADVANTAGE OF HIS SON AMONG ALL; AND, AMONG OTHERS, THE SOLDIERY, WERE SO PECULIARLY AFFECTED TO HIM, THAT THEY RECKONED IT AN ELIGIBLE THING, IF NEED WERE, TO DIE THEMSELVES, IF HE MIGHT BUT ATTAIN TO THE GOVERNMENT. 
9. BUT WHEN TIBERIUS HAD GIVEN ORDER TO EUODUS TO BRING THE CHILDREN TO HIM THE NEXT DAY IN THE MORNING, HE PRAYED TO HIS COUNTRY GODS TO SHOW HIM A MANIFEST SIGNAL WHICH OF THOSE CHILDREN SHOULD COME TO THE GOVERNMENT; BEING VERY DESIROUS TO LEAVE IT TO HIS SON'S SON, BUT STILL DEPENDING UPON WHAT GOD SHOULD FORESHOW CONCERNING THEM MORE THAN UPON HIS OWN OPINION AND INCLINATION; SO HE MADE THIS TO BE THE OMEN, THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE LEFT TO HIM WHO SHOULD COME TO HIM FIRST THE NEXT DAY. WHEN HE HAD THUS RESOLVED WITHIN HIMSELF, HE SENT TO HIS GRANDSON'S TUTOR, AND ORDERED HIM TO BRING THE CHILD TO HIM EARLY IN THE MORNING, AS SUPPOSING THAT GOD WOULD PERMIT HIM TO BE MADE EMPEROR. BUT GOD PROVED OPPOSITE TO HIS DESIGNATION; FOR WHILE TIBERIUS WAS THUS CONTRIVING MATTERS, AND AS SOON AS IT WAS AT ALL DAY, HE BID EUODUS TO CALL IN THAT CHILD WHICH SHOULD BE THERE READY. SO, HE WENT OUT, AND FOUND CAIUS BEFORE THE DOOR, FOR TIBERIUS WAS NOT YET COME, BUT STAID WAITING FOR HIS BREAKFAST; FOR EUODUS KNEW NOTHING OF WHAT HIS LORD INTENDED; SO, HE SAID TO CAIUS, "THY FATHER CALLS THEE," AND THEN BROUGHT HIM IN. AS SOON AS TIBERIUS SAW CAIUS, AND NOT BEFORE, HE REFLECTED ON THE POWER OF GOD, AND HOW THE ABILITY OF BESTOWING THE GOVERNMENT ON WHOM HE WOULD WAS ENTIRELY TAKEN FROM HIM; AND THENCE HE WAS NOT ABLE TO ESTABLISH WHAT HE HAD INTENDED. SO HE GREATLY LAMENTED THAT HIS POWER OF ESTABLISHING WHAT HE HAD BEFORE CONTRIVED WAS TAKEN FROM HIM, AND THAT HIS GRANDSON TIBERIUS WAS NOT ONLY TO LOSE THE ROMAN EMPIRE BY HIS FATALITY, BUT HIS OWN SAFETY ALSO, BECAUSE HIS PRESERVATION WOULD NOW DEPEND UPON SUCH AS WOULD BE MORE POTENT THAN HIMSELF, WHO WOULD THINK IT A THING NOT TO BE BORNE, THAT A KINSMAN SHOULD LIVE WITH THEM, AND SO HIS RELATION WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO PROTECT HIM; BUT HE WOULD BE FEARED AND BATED BY HIM WHO HAD THE SUPREME AUTHORITY, PARTLY ON ACCOUNT OF HIS BEING NEXT TO THE EMPIRE, AND PARTLY ON ACCOUNT OF HIS PERPETUALLY CONTRIVING TO GET THE GOVERNMENT, BOTH IN ORDER TO PRESERVE HIMSELF, AND TO BE AT THE HEAD OF AFFAIRS ALSO. NOW TIBERIUS HAD BEEN VERY MUCH GIVEN TO ASTROLOGY, AND THE CALCULATION OF NATIVITIES, AND HAD SPENT HIS LIFE IN THE ESTEEM OF WHAT PREDICTIONS HAD PROVED TRUE, MORE THAN THOSE WHOSE PROFESSION IT WAS. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN HE ONCE SAW GALBA COMING IN TO HIM, HE SAID TO HIS MOST INTIMATE FRIENDS, THAT THERE CAME IN A MAN THAT WOULD ONE DAY HAVE THE DIGNITY OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. SO THAT THIS TIBERIUS WAS MORE ADDICTED TO ALL SUCH SORTS OF DIVINERS THAN ANY OTHER OF THE ROMAN EMPERORS, BECAUSE HE HAD FOUND THEM TO HAVE TOLD HIM TRUTH IN HIS OWN AFFAIRS. AND INDEED HE WAS NOW IN GREAT DISTRESS UPON THIS ACCIDENT THAT HAD BEFALLEN HIM, AND WAS VERY MUCH GRIEVED AT THE DESTRUCTION OF HIS SON'S SON, WHICH HE FORESAW, AND COMPLAINED OF HIMSELF, THAT HE SHOULD HAVE MADE USE OF SUCH A METHOD OF DIVINATION BEFOREHAND, WHILE IT WAS IN HIS POWER TO HAVE DIED WITHOUT GRIEF BY THIS KNOWLEDGE OF FUTURITY; WHEREAS HE WAS NOW TORMENTED BY HIS FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THE MISFORTUNE OF SUCH AS WERE DEAREST TO HIM, AND MUST DIE UNDER THAT TORMENT. NOW ALTHOUGH HE WAS DISORDERED AT THIS UNEXPECTED REVOLUTION OF THE GOVERNMENT TO THOSE FOR WHOM HE DID NOT INTEND IT, HE SPAKE THUS TO CAIUS, THOUGH UNWILLINGLY, AND AGAINST HIS OWN INCLINATION: "O CHILD! ALTHOUGH TIBERIUS BE NEARER RELATED TO ME THAN THOU ART, I, BY MY OWN DETERMINATION, AND THE CONSPIRING SUFFRAGE OF THE GODS, DO GIVE AND PUT INTO THY HAND THE ROMAN EMPIRE; AND I DESIRE THEE NEVER TO BE UNMINDFUL WHEN THOU COMEST TO IT, EITHER OF MY KINDNESS TO THEE, WHO SET THEE IN SO HIGH A DIGNITY, OR OF THY RELATION TO TIBERIUS. BUT AS THOU KNOWEST THAT I AM, TOGETHER WITH AND AFTER THE GODS, THE PROCURER OF SO GREAT HAPPINESS TO THEE; SO, I DESIRE THAT THOU WILT MAKE ME A RETURN FOR MY READINESS TO ASSIST THEE, AND WILT TAKE CARE OF TIBERIUS BECAUSE OF HIS NEAR RELATION TO THEE. BESIDES WHICH, THOU ART TO KNOW, THAT WHILE TIBERIUS IS ALIVE, HE WILL BE A SECURITY TO THEE, BOTH AS TO EMPIRE AND AS TO THY OWN PRESERVATION; BUT IF HE DIE, THAT WILL BE BUT A PRELUDE TO THY OWN MISFORTUNES; FOR TO BE ALONE UNDER THE WEIGHT OF SUCH VAST AFFAIRS IS VERY DANGEROUS; NOR WILL THE GODS SUFFER THOSE ACTIONS WHICH ARE UNJUSTLY DONE, CONTRARY TO THAT LAW WHICH DIRECTS MEN TO ACT OTHERWISE, TO GO OFF UNPUNISHED." THIS WAS THE SPEECH WHICH TIBERIUS MADE, WHICH DID NOT PERSUADE CAIUS TO ACT ACCORDINGLY, ALTHOUGH HE PROMISED SO TO DO; BUT WHEN HE WAS SETTLED IN THE GOVERNMENT, HE TOOK OFF THIS TIBERIUS, AS WAS PREDICTED BY THE OTHER TIBERIUS; AS HE WAS ALSO HIMSELF, IN NO LONG TIME AFTERWARD, SLAIN BY A SECRET PLOT LAID AGAINST HIM. 
10. SO WHEN TIBERIUS HAD AT THIS TIME APPOINTED CAIUS TO BE HIS SUCCESSOR, HE OUTLIVED BUT A FEW DAYS, AND THEN DIED, AFTER HE HAD HELD THE GOVERNMENT TWENTY-TWO YEARS FIVE MONTHS AND THREE DAYS. NOW CAIUS WAS THE FOURTH EMPEROR. BUT WHEN THE ROMANS UNDERSTOOD THAT TIBERIUS WAS DEAD, THEY REJOICED AT THE GOOD NEWS, BUT HAD NOT COURAGE TO BELIEVE IT; NOT BECAUSE THEY WERE UNWILLING IT SHOULD BE TRUE, FOR THEY WOULD HAVE GIVEN HUGE SUMS OF MONEY THAT IT MIGHT BE SO, BUT BECAUSE THEY WERE AFRAID, THAT IF THEY HAD SHOWED THEIR JOY WHEN THE NEWS PROVED FALSE, THEIR JOY SHOULD BE OPENLY KNOWN, AND THEY SHOULD BE ACCUSED FOR IT, AND BE THEREBY UNDONE. FOR THIS TIBERIUS HAD BROUGHT A VAST NUMBER OF MISERIES ON THE BEST FAMILIES OF THE ROMANS, SINCE HE WAS EASILY INFLAMED WITH PASSION IN ALL CASES, AND WAS OF SUCH A TEMPER AS RENDERED HIS ANGER IRREVOCABLE, TILL HE HAD EXECUTED THE SAME, ALTHOUGH HE HAD TAKEN A HATRED AGAINST MEN WITHOUT REASON; FOR HE WAS BY NATURE FIERCE IN ALL THE SENTENCES HE GAVE, AND MADE DEATH THE PENALTY FOR THE LIGHTEST OFFENSES; INSOMUCH THAT WHEN THE ROMANS HEARD THE RUMOR ABOUT HIS DEATH GLADLY, THEY WERE RESTRAINED FROM THE ENJOYMENT OF THAT PLEASURE BY THE DREAD OF SUCH MISERIES AS THEY FORESAW WOULD FOLLOW, IF THEIR HOPES PROVED ILL-GROUNDED. NOW MARSYAS, AGRIPPA'S FREEDMAN, AS SOON AS HE HEARD OF TIBERIUS'S DEATH, CAME RUNNING TO TELL AGRIPPA THE NEWS; AND FINDING HIM GOING OUT TO THE BATH, HE GAVE HIM A NOD, AND SAID, IN THE HEBREW TONGUE, "THE LION IS DEAD;" WHO, UNDERSTANDING HIS MEANING, AND BEING OVEJOYED AT THE NEWS, "NAY," SAID HE, "BUT ALL SORTS OF THANKS AND HAPPINESS ATTEND THEE FOR THIS NEWS OF THINE; ONLY I WISH THAT WHAT THOU SAYEST MAY PROVE TRUE." NOW THE CENTURION WHO WAS SET TO KEEP AGRIPPA, WHEN HE SAW WITH WHAT HASTE MARSYAS CAME, AND WHAT JOY AGRIPPA HAD FROM WHAT HE SAID, HE HAD A SUSPICION THAT HIS WORDS IMPLIED SOME GREAT INNOVATION OF AFFAIRS, AND HE ASKED THEM ABOUT WHAT WAS SAID. THEY AT FIRST DIVERTED THE DISCOURSE; BUT UPON HIS FURTHER PRESSING, AGRIPPA, WITHOUT MORE ADO, TOLD HIM, FOR HE WAS ALREADY BECOME HIS FRIEND; SO, HE JOINED WITH HIM IN THAT PLEASURE WHICH THIS NEWS OCCASIONED, BECAUSE IT WOULD BE FORTUNATE TO AGRIPPA, AND MADE HIM A SUPPER. BUT AS THEY WERE FEASTING, AND THE CUPS WENT ABOUT, THERE CAME ONE WHO SAID THAT TIBERIUS WAS STILL ALIVE, AND WOULD RETURN TO THE CITY ILL A FEW DAYS. AT WHICH NEWS THE CENTURION WAS EXCEEDINGLY TROUBLED, BECAUSE HE HAD DONE WHAT MIGHT COST HIM HIS LIFE, TO HAVE TREATED SO JOYFULLY A PRISONER, AND THIS UPON THE NEWS OF THE DEATH OF CAESAR; SO HE THRUST AGRIPPA FROM THE COUCH WHEREON HE LAY, AND SAID, "DOST THOU THINK TO CHEAT ME BY A LIE ABOUT THE EMPEROR WITHOUT PUNISHMENT? AND SHALT NOT THOU PAY FOR THIS THY MALICIOUS REPORT AT THE PRICE OF THINE HEAD?" WHEN HE HAD SO SAID, HE ORDERED AGRIPPA TO BE BOUND AGAIN, (FOR HE HAD LOOSED HIM BEFORE,) AND KEPT A SEVERER GUARD OVER HIM THAN FORMERLY, AND IN THAT EVIL CONDITION WAS AGRIPPA THAT NIGHT; BUT THE NEXT DAY THE RUMOR INCREASED IN THE CITY, AND CONFIRMED THE NEWS THAT TIBERIUS WAS CERTAINLY DEAD; INSOMUCH THAT MEN DURST NOW OPENLY AND FREELY TALK ABOUT IT; NAY, SOME OFFERED SACRIFICES ON THAT ACCOUNT. SEVERAL LETTERS ALSO CAME FROM CAIUS; ONE OF THEM TO THE SENATE, WHICH INFORMED THEM OF THE DEATH OF TIBERIUS, AND OF HIS OWN ENTRANCE ON THE GOVERNMENT; ANOTHER TO PISO, THE GOVERNOR OF THE CITY, WHICH TOLD HIM THE SAME THING. HE ALSO GAVE ORDER THAT AGRIPPA SHOULD BE REMOVED OUT OF THE CAMP, AND GO TO THAT HOUSE WHERE HE LIVED, BEFORE HE WAS PUT IN PRISON; SO THAT HE WAS NOW OUT OF FEAR AS TO HIS OWN AFFAIRS; FOR ALTHOUGH HE WAS STILL IN CUSTODY, YET IT WAS NOW WITH EASE TO HIS OWN AFFAIRS. NOW, AS SOON AS CAIUS WAS COME TO ROME, AND HAD BROUGHT TIBERIUS'S DEAD BODY WITH HIM, AND HAD MADE A SUMPTUOUS FUNERAL FOR HIM, ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF HIS COUNTRY, HE WAS MUCH DISPOSED TO SET AGRIPPA AT LIBERTY THAT VERY DAY; BUT ANTONIA HINDERED HIM, NOT OUT OF ANY ILL-WILL TO THE PRISONER, BUT OUT OF REGARD TO DECENCY IN CAIUS, LEST THAT SHOULD MAKE MEN BELIEVE THAT HE RECEIVED THE DEATH OF TIBERIUS WITH PLEASURE, WHEN HE LOOSED ONE WHOM HE HAD BOUND IMMEDIATELY. HOWEVER, THERE DID NOT MANY DAYS PASS ERE HE SENT FOR HIM TO HIS HOUSE, AND HAD HIM SHAVED, AND MADE HIM CHANGE HIS RAIMENT; AFTER WHICH HE PUT A DIADEM UPON HIS HEAD, AND APPOINTED HIM TO BE KING OF THE TETRARCHY OF PHILIP. HE ALSO GAVE HIM THE TETRARCHY OF LYSANIAS, AND CHANGED HIS IRON CHAIN FOR A GOLDEN ONE OF EQUAL WEIGHT. HE ALSO SENT MARULLUS TO BE PROCURATOR OF JUDEA. 
11. NOW, IN THE SECOND YEAR OF THE REIGN OF CAIUS CAESAR, AGRIPPA DESIRED LEAVE TO BE GIVEN HIM TO SAIL HOME, AND SETTLE THE AFFAIRS OF HIS GOVERNMENT; AND HE PROMISED TO RETURN AGAIN, WHEN HE HAD PUT THE REST IN ORDER, AS IT OUGHT TO BE PUT. SO, UPON THE EMPEROR'S PERMISSION, HE CAME INTO HIS OWN COUNTRY, AND APPEARED TO THEM ALL UNEXPECTEDLY AS ASKING, AND THEREBY DEMONSTRATED TO THE MEN THAT SAW HIM THE POWER OF FORTUNE, WHEN THEY COMPARED HIS FORMER POVERTY WITH HIS PRESENT HAPPY AFFLUENCE; SO, SOME CALLED HIM A HAPPY MAN, AND OTHERS COULD NOT WELL BELIEVE THAT THINGS WERE SO MUCH CHANGED WITH HIM FOR THE BETTER. 
CHAPTER 7. HOW HEROD THE TETRARCH WAS BANISHED. 
1. BUT HERODIAS, AGRIPPA'S SISTER, WHO NOW LIVED AS WIFE TO THAT HEROD WHO WAS TETRARCH OF GALILEE AND PERES, TOOK THIS AUTHORITY OF HER BROTHER IN AN ENVIOUS MANNER, PARTICULARLY WHEN SHE SAW THAT HE HAD A GREATER DIGNITY BESTOWED ON HIM THAN HER HUSBAND HAD; SINCE, WHEN HE RAN AWAY, IT WAS BECAUSE HE WAS NOT ABLE TO PAY HIS DEBTS; AND NOW HE WAS COME BACK, HE WAS IN A WAY OF DIGNITY, AND OF GREAT GOOD FORTUNE. SHE WAS THEREFORE GRIEVED AND MUCH DISPLEASED AT SO GREAT A MUTATION OF HIS AFFAIRS; AND CHIEFLY WHEN SHE SAW HIM MARCHING AMONG THE MULTITUDE WITH THE USUAL ENSIGNS OF ROYAL AUTHORITY, SHE WAS NOT ABLE TO CONCEAL HOW MISERABLE SHE WAS, BY REASON OF THE ENVY SHE HAD TOWARDS HIM; BUT SHE EXCITED HER HUSBAND, AND DESIRED HIM THAT HE WOULD SAIL TO ROME, TO COURT HONORS EQUAL TO HIS; FOR SHE SAID THAT SHE COULD NOT BEAR TO LIVE ANY LONGER, WHILE AGRIPPA, THE SON OF THAT ARISTOBULUS WHO WAS CONDEMNED TO DIE BY HIS FATHER, ONE THAT CAME TO HER HUSBAND IN SUCH EXTREME POVERTY, THAT THE NECESSARIES OF LIFE WERE FORCED TO BE ENTIRELY SUPPLIED HIM DAY BY DAY; AND WHEN HE FLED AWAY FROM HIS CREDITORS BY SEA, HE NOW RETURNED A KING; WHILE HE WAS HIMSELF THE SON OF A KING, AND WHILE THE NEAR RELATION HE BARE TO ROYAL AUTHORITY CALLED UPON HIM TO GAIN THE LIKE DIGNITY, HE SAT STILL, AND WAS CONTENTED WITH A PRIVATER LIFE. "BUT THEN, HEROD, ALTHOUGH THOU WAST FORMERLY NOT CONCERNED TO BE IN A LOWER CONDITION THAN THY FATHER FROM WHOM THOU WAST DERIVED HAD BEEN, YET DO THOU NOW SEEK AFTER THE DIGNITY WHICH THY KINSMAN HATH ATTAINED TO; AND DO NOT THOU BEAR THIS CONTEMPT, THAT A MAN WHO ADMIRED THY RICHES SHOULD HE IN GREATER HONOR THAN THYSELF, NOR SUFFER HIS POVERTY TO SHOW ITSELF ABLE TO PURCHASE GREATER THINGS THAN OUR ABUNDANCE; NOR DO THOU ESTEEM IT OTHER THAN A SHAMEFUL THING TO BE INFERIOR TO ONE WHO, THE OTHER DAY, LIVED UPON THY CHARITY. BUT LET US GO TO ROME, AND LET US SPARE NO PAINS NOR EXPENSES, EITHER OF SILVER OR GOLD, SINCE THEY CANNOT BE KEPT FOR ANY BETTER USE THAN FOR THE OBTAINING OF A KINGDOM." 
2. BUT FOR HEROD, HE OPPOSED HER REQUEST AT THIS TIME, OUT OF THE LOVE OF EASE, AND HAVING A SUSPICION OF THE TROUBLE HE SHOULD HAVE AT ROME; SO, HE TRIED TO INSTRUCT HER BETTER. BUT THE MORE SHE SAW HIM DRAW BACK, THE MORE SHE PRESSED HIM TO IT, AND DESIRED HIM TO LEAVE NO STONE UNTURNED IN ORDER TO BE KING; AND AT LAST SHE LEFT NOT OFF TILL SHE ENGAGED HIM, WHETHER HE WOULD OR NOT, TO BE OF HER SENTIMENTS, BECAUSE HE COULD NO OTHERWISE AVOID HER IMPORTUNITY. SO, HE GOT ALL THINGS READY, AFTER AS SUMPTUOUS A MANNER AS HE WAS ABLE, AND SPARED FOR NOTHING, AND WENT UP TO ROME, AND TOOK HERODIAS ALONG WITH HIM. BUT AGRIPPA, WHEN HE WAS MADE SENSIBLE OF THEIR INTENTIONS AND PREPARATIONS, HE ALSO PREPARED TO GO THITHER; AND AS SOON AS HE HEARD THEY SET SAIL, HE SENT FORTUNATUS, ONE OF HIS FREEDMEN, TO ROME, TO CARRY PRESENTS TO THE EMPEROR, AND LETTERS AGAINST HEROD, AND TO GIVE CAIUS A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF THOSE MATTERS, IF HE SHOULD HAVE ANY OPPORTUNITY. THIS MAN FOLLOWED HEROD SO QUICK, AND HAD SO PROSPEROUS A VOYAGE, AND CAME SO LITTLE AFTER HEROD, THAT WHILE HEROD WAS WITH CAIUS, HE CAME HIMSELF, AND DELIVERED HIS LETTERS; FOR THEY BOTH SAILED TO DICEARCHIA, AND FOUND CAIUS AT BAIRN, WHICH IS ITSELF A LITTLE CITY OF CAMPANIA, AT THE DISTANCE OF ABOUT FIVE FURLONGS FROM DICEARCHIA. THERE ARE IN THAT PLACE ROYAL PALACES, WITH SUMPTUOUS APARTMENTS, EVERY EMPEROR STILL ENDEAVORING TO OUTDO HIS PREDECESSOR'S MAGNIFICENCE; THE PLACE, ALSO AFFORDS WARM BATHS, THAT SPRING OUT OF THE GROUND OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, WHICH ARE OF ADVANTAGE FOR THE RECOVERY OF THE HEALTH OF THOSE THAT MAKE USE OF THEM; AND, BESIDES, THEY MINISTER TO MEN'S LUXURY ALSO. NOW CAIUS SALUTED HEROD, FOR HE FIRST MET WITH HIM, AND THEN LOOKED UPON THE LETTERS WHICH AGRIPPA HAD SENT HIM, AND WHICH WERE WRITTEN IN ORDER TO ACCUSE HEROD; WHEREIN HE ACCUSED HIM, THAT HE HAD BEEN IN CONFEDERACY WITH SEJANUS AGAINST TIBERIUS'S AND THAT HE WAS NOW CONFEDERATE WITH ARTABANUS, THE KING OF PARTHIA, IN OPPOSITION TO THE GOVERNMENT OF CAIUS; AS A DEMONSTRATION OF WHICH HE ALLEGED, THAT HE HAD ARMOR SUFFICIENT FOR SEVENTY THOUSAND MEN READY IN HIS ARMORY. CAIUS WAS MOVED AT THIS INFORMATION, AND ASKED HEROD WHETHER WHAT WAS SAID ABOUT THE ARMOR WAS TRUE; AND WHEN HE CONFESSED THERE WAS SUCH ARMOR THERE, FOR HE COULD NOT DENY THE SAME, THE TRUTH OF IT BEING TOO NOTORIOUS, CAIUS TOOK THAT TO BE A SUFFICIENT PROOF OF THE ACCUSATION, THAT HE INTENDED TO REVOLT. SO, HE TOOK AWAY FROM HIM HIS TETRARCHY, AND GAVE IT BY WAY OF ADDITION TO AGRIPPA'S KINGDOM; HE ALSO GAVE HEROD'S MONEY TO AGRIPPA, AND, BY WAY OF PUNISHMENT, AWARDED HIM A PERPETUAL BANISHMENT, AND APPOINTED LYONS, A CITY OF GAUL, TO BE HIS PLACE OF HABITATION. BUT WHEN HE WAS INFORMED THAT HERODIAS WAS AGRIPPA'S SISTER, HE MADE HER A PRESENT OF WHAT MONEY WAS HER OWN, AND TOLD HER THAT IT WAS HER BROTHER WHO PREVENTED HER BEING PUT UNDER THE SAME CALAMITY WITH HER HUSBAND. BUT SHE MADE THIS REPLY: "THOU, INDEED, O EMPEROR! ACTEST AFTER A MAGNIFICENT MANNER, AND AS BECOMES THYSELF IN WHAT THOU OFFEREST ME; BUT THE KINDNESS WHICH I HAVE FOR MY HUSBAND HINDERS ME FROM PARTAKING OF THE FAVOR OF THY GIFT; FOR IT IS NOT JUST THAT I, WHO HAVE BEEN MADE A PARTNER IN HIS PROSPERITY, SHOULD FORSAKE HIM IN HIS MISFORTUNES." HEREUPON CAIUS WAS ANGRY AT HER, AND SENT HER WITH HEROD INTO BANISHMENT, AND GAVE HER ESTATE TO AGRIPPA. AND THUS, DID GOD PUNISH HERODIAS FOR HER ENVY AT HER BROTHER, AND HEROD ALSO FOR GIVING EAR TO THE VAIN DISCOURSES OF A WOMAN. NOW CAIUS MANAGED PUBLIC AFFAIRS WITH GREAT MAGNANIMITY DURING THE FIRST AND SECOND YEAR OF HIS REIGN, AND BEHAVED HIMSELF WITH SUCH MODERATION, THAT HE GAINED THE GOOD-WILL OF THE ROMANS THEMSELVES, AND OF HIS OTHER SUBJECTS. BUT, IN PROCESS OF TIME, HE WENT BEYOND THE BOUNDS OF HUMAN NATURE IN HIS CONCEIT OF HIMSELF, AND BY REASON OF THE VASTNESS OF HIS DOMINIONS MADE HIMSELF A GOD, AND TOOK UPON HIMSELF TO ACT IN ALL THINGS TO THE REPROACH OF THE DEITY ITSELF. 
CHAPTER 8. CONCERNING THE EMBASSAGE OF THE JEWS TO CAIUS; AND HOW CAIUS SENT PETRONIUS INTO SYRIA TO MAKE WAR AGAINST THE JEWS, UNLESS THEY WOULD RECEIVE HIS STATUE. 
1. THERE WAS NOW A TUMULT ARISEN AT ALEXANDRIA, BETWEEN THE JEWISH INHABITANTS AND THE GREEKS; AND THREE AMBASSADORS WERE CHOSEN OUT OF EACH PARTY THAT WERE AT VARIANCE, WHO CAME TO CAIUS. NOW ONE OF THESE AMBASSADORS FROM THE PEOPLE OF ALEXANDRIA WAS APION, WHO UTTERED MANY BLASPHEMIES AGAINST THE JEWS; AND, AMONG OTHER THINGS THAT HE SAID, HE CHARGED THEM WITH NEGLECTING THE HONORS THAT BELONGED TO CAESAR; FOR THAT WHILE ALL WHO WERE SUBJECT TO THE ROMAN EMPIRE BUILT ALTARS AND TEMPLES TO CAIUS, AND IN OTHER REGARDS UNIVERSALLY RECEIVED HIM AS THEY RECEIVED THE GODS, THESE JEWS ALONE THOUGHT IT A DISHONORABLE THING FOR THEM TO ERECT STATUES IN HONOR OF HIM, AS WELL AS TO SWEAR BY HIS NAME. MANY OF THESE SEVERE THINGS WERE SAID BY APION, BY WHICH HE HOPED TO PROVOKE CAIUS TO ANGER AT THE JEWS, AS HE WAS LIKELY TO BE. BUT PHILO, THE PRINCIPAL OF THE JEWISH EMBASSAGE, A MAN EMINENT ON ALL ACCOUNTS, BROTHER TO ALEXANDER THE ALABARCH, AND ONE NOT UNSKILLFUL IN PHILOSOPHY, WAS READY TO BETAKE HIMSELF TO MAKE HIS DEFENSE AGAINST THOSE ACCUSATIONS; BUT CAIUS PROHIBITED HIM, AND BID HIM BEGONE; HE WAS ALSO IN SUCH A RAGE, THAT IT OPENLY APPEARED HE WAS ABOUT TO DO THEM SOME VERY GREAT MISCHIEF. SO, PHILO BEING THUS AFFRONTED, WENT OUT, AND SAID TO THOSE JEWS WHO WERE ABOUT HIM, THAT THEY SHOULD BE OF GOOD COURAGE, SINCE CAIUS'S WORDS INDEED SHOWED ANGER AT THEM, BUT IN, REALITY HAD ALREADY SET GOD AGAINST HIMSELF. 
2. HEREUPON CAIUS, TAKING IT VERY HEINOUSLY THAT HE SHOULD BE THUS DESPISED BY THE JEWS ALONE, SENT PETRONIUS TO BE PRESIDENT OF SYRIA, AND SUCCESSOR IN THE GOVERNMENT TO VITELLIUS, AND GAVE HIM ORDER TO MAKE AN INVASION INTO JUDEA, WITH A GREAT BODY OF TROOPS; AND IF THEY WOULD ADMIT OF HIS STATUE WILLINGLY, TO ERECT IT IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD; BUT IF THEY WERE OBSTINATE, TO CONQUER THEM BY WAR, AND THEN TO DO IT. ACCORDINGLY, PETRONIUS TOOK THE GOVERNMENT OF SYRIA, AND MADE HASTE TO OBEY CAESAR'S EPISTLE. HE GOT TOGETHER AS GREAT A NUMBER OF AUXILIARIES AS HE POSSIBLY COULD, AND TOOK WITH HIM TWO LEGIONS OF THE ROMAN ARMY, AND CAME TO PTOLEMAIS, AND THERE WINTERED, AS INTENDING TO SET ABOUT THE WAR IN THE SPRING. HE ALSO WROTE WORD TO CAIUS WHAT HE HAD RESOLVED TO DO, WHO COMMENDED HIM FOR HIS ALACRITY, AND ORDERED HIM TO GO ON, AND TO MAKE WAR WITH THEM, IN CASE THEY WOULD NOT OBEY HIS COMMANDS. BUT THERE CAME MANY TEN-THOUSANDS OF THE JEWS TO PETRONIUS, TO PTOLEMAIS, TO OFFER THEIR PETITIONS TO HIM, THAT HE WOULD NOT COMPEL THEM TO TRANSGRESS AND VIOLATE THE LAW OF THEIR FOREFATHERS; "BUT IF," SAID THEY, "THOU ART ENTIRELY RESOLVED TO BRING THIS STATUE, AND ERECT IT, DO THOU FIRST KILL US, AND THEN DO WHAT THOU HAST RESOLVED ON; FOR WHILE WE ARE ALIVE WE CANNOT PERMIT SUCH THINGS AS ARE FORBIDDEN US TO BE DONE BY THE AUTHORITY OF OUR LEGISLATOR, AND BY OUR FOREFATHERS' DETERMINATION THAT SUCH PROHIBITIONS ARE INSTANCES OF VIRTUE." BUT PETRONIUS WAS ANGRY AT THEM, AND SAID, "IF INDEED I WERE MYSELF EMPEROR, AND WERE AT LIBERTY TO FOLLOW MY OWN INCLINATION, AND THEN HAD DESIGNED TO ACT THUS, THESE YOUR WORDS WOULD BE JUSTLY SPOKEN TO ME; BUT NOW CAESAR HATH SENT TO ME, I AM UNDER THE NECESSITY OF BEING SUBSERVIENT TO HIS DECREES, BECAUSE A DISOBEDIENCE TO THEM WILL BRING UPON ME INEVITABLE DESTRUCTION." THEN THE JEWS REPLIED, "SINCE, THEREFORE, THOU ART SO DISPOSED, O PETRONIUS! THAT THOU WILT NOT DISOBEY CAIUS'S EPISTLES, NEITHER WILL WE TRANSGRESS THE COMMANDS OF OUR LAW; AND AS WE DEPEND UPON THE EXCELLENCY OF OUR LAWS, AND, BY THE LABORS OF OUR ANCESTORS, HAVE CONTINUED HITHERTO WITHOUT SUFFERING THEM TO BE TRANSGRESSED, WE DARE NOT BY ANY MEANS SUFFER OURSELVES TO BE SO TIMOROUS AS TO TRANSGRESS THOSE LAWS OUT OF THE FEAR OF DEATH, WHICH GOD HATH DETERMINED ARE FOR OUR ADVANTAGE; AND IF WE FALL INTO MISFORTUNES, WE WILL BEAR THEM, IN ORDER TO PRESERVE OUR LAWS, AS KNOWING THAT THOSE WHO EXPOSE THEMSELVES TO DANGERS HAVE GOOD HOPE OF ESCAPING THEM, BECAUSE GOD WILL STAND ON OUR SIDE, WHEN, OUT OF REGARD TO HIM, WE UNDERGO AFFLICTIONS, AND SUSTAIN THE UNCERTAIN TURNS OF FORTUNE. BUT IF WE SHOULD SUBMIT TO THEE, WE SHOULD BE GREATLY REPROACHED FOR OUR COWARDICE, AS THEREBY SHOWING OURSELVES READY TO TRANSGRESS OUR LAW; AND WE SHOULD INCUR THE GREAT ANGER OF GOD ALSO, WHO, EVEN THYSELF BEING JUDGE, IS SUPERIOR TO CAIUS." 
3. WHEN PETRONIUS SAW BY THEIR WORDS THAT THEIR DETERMINATION WAS HARD TO BE REMOVED, AND THAT, WITHOUT A WAR, HE SHOULD NOT BE ABLE TO BE SUBSERVIENT TO CAIUS IN THE DEDICATION OF HIS STATUE, AND THAT THERE MUST BE A GREAT DEAL OF BLOODSHED, HE TOOK HIS FRIENDS, AND THE SERVANTS THAT WERE ABOUT HIM, AND HASTED TO TIBERIAS, AS WANTING TO KNOW IN WHAT POSTURE THE AFFAIRS OF THE JEWS WERE; AND MANY TEN THOUSANDS OF THE JEWS MET PETRONIUS AGAIN, WHEN HE WAS COME TO TIBERIAS. THESE THOUGHT THEY MUST RUN A MIGHTY HAZARD IF THEY SHOULD HAVE A WAR WITH THE ROMANS, BUT JUDGED THAT THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE LAW WAS OF MUCH GREATER CONSEQUENCE, AND MADE SUPPLICATION TO HIM, THAT HE WOULD BY NO MEANS REDUCE THEM TO SUCH DISTRESSES, NOR DEFILE THEIR CITY WITH THE DEDICATION OF THE STATUE. THEN PETRONIUS SAID TO THEM, "WILL YOU THEN MAKE WAR WITH CAESAR, WITHOUT CONSIDERING HIS GREAT PREPARATIONS FOR WAR, AND YOUR OWN WEAKNESS?" THEY REPLIED, "WE WILL NOT BY ANY MEANS MAKE WAR WITH HIM, BUT STILL WE WILL DIE BEFORE WE SEE OUR LAWS TRANSGRESSED." SO, THEY THREW THEMSELVES DOWN UPON THEIR FACES, AND STRETCHED OUT THEIR THROATS, AND SAID THEY WERE READY TO BE SLAIN; AND THIS THEY DID FOR FORTY DAYS TOGETHER, AND IN THE MEAN TIME LEFT OFF THE TILLING OF THEIR GROUND, AND THAT WHILE THE SEASON OF THE YEAR REQUIRED THEM TO SOW IT. THUS, THEY CONTINUED FIRM IN THEIR RESOLUTION, AND PROPOSED TO THEMSELVES TO DIE WILLINGLY, RATHER THAN TO SEE THE DEDICATION OF THE STATUE. 
4. WHEN MATTERS WERE IN THIS STATE, ARISTOBULUS, KING AGRIPPA'S BROTHER, AND HELEIAS THE GREAT, AND THE OTHER PRINCIPAL MEN OF THAT FAMILY WITH THEM, WENT IN UNTO PETRONIUS, AND BESOUGHT HIM, THAT SINCE HE SAW THE RESOLUTION OF THE MULTITUDE, HE WOULD NOT MAKE ANY ALTERATION, AND THEREBY DRIVE THEM TO DESPAIR; BUT WOULD WRITE TO CAIUS, THAT THE JEWS HAD AN INSUPERABLE AVERSION TO THE RECEPTION OF THE STATUE, AND HOW THEY CONTINUED WITH HIM, AND LEFT OF THE TILLAGE OFF THEIR GROUND: THAT THEY WERE NOT WILLING TO GO TO WAR WITH HIM, BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO DO IT, BUT WERE READY TO DIE WITH PLEASURE, RATHER THAN SUFFER THEIR LAWS TO BE TRANSGRESSED: AND HOW, UPON THE LAND'S CONTINUING UNSOWN, ROBBERIES WOULD GROW UP, ON THE INABILITY THEY WOULD BE UNDER OF PAYING THEIR TRIBUTES; AND THAT CAIUS MIGHT BE THEREBY MOVED TO PITY, AND NOT ORDER ANY BARBAROUS ACTION TO BE DONE TO THEM, NOR THINK OF DESTROYING THE NATION: THAT IF HE CONTINUES INFLEXIBLE IN HIS FORMER OPINION TO BRING A WAR UPON THEM, HE MAY THEN SET ABOUT IT HIMSELF. AND THUS, DID ARISTOBULUS, AND THE REST WITH HIM, SUPPLICATE PETRONIUS. SO PETRONIUS, PARTLY ON ACCOUNT OF THE PRESSING INSTANCES WHICH ARISTOBULUS AND THE REST WITH HIM MADE, AND BECAUSE OF THE GREAT CONSEQUENCE OF WHAT THEY DESIRED, AND THE EARNESTNESS WHEREWITH THEY MADE THEIR SUPPLICATION, - PARTLY ON ACCOUNT OF THE FIRMNESS OF THE OPPOSITION MADE BY THE JEWS, WHICH HE SAW, WHILE HE THOUGHT IT A TERRIBLE THING FOR HIM TO BE SUCH A SLAVE TO THE MADNESS OF CAIUS, AS TO SLAY SO MANY TEN THOUSAND MEN, ONLY BECAUSE OF THEIR RELIGIOUS DISPOSITION TOWARDS GOD, AND AFTER THAT TO PASS HIS LIFE IN EXPECTATION OF PUNISHMENT; PETRONIUS, I SAY, THOUGHT IT MUCH BETTER TO SEND TO CAIUS, AND TO LET HIM KNOW HOW INTOLERABLE IT WAS TO HIM TO BEAR THE ANGER HE MIGHT HAVE AGAINST HIM FOR NOT SERVING HIM SOONER, IN OBEDIENCE TO HIS EPISTLE, FOR THAT PERHAPS HE MIGHT PERSUADE HIM; AND THAT IF THIS MAD RESOLUTION CONTINUED, HE MIGHT THEN BEGIN THE WAR AGAINST THEM; NAY, THAT IN CASE HE SHOULD TURN HIS HATRED AGAINST HIMSELF, IT WAS FIT FOR VIRTUOUS PERSONS EVEN TO DIE FOR THE SAKE OF SUCH VAST MULTITUDES OF MEN. ACCORDINGLY, HE DETERMINED TO HEARKEN TO THE PETITIONERS IN THIS MATTER. 
5. HE THEN CALLED THE JEWS TOGETHER TO TIBERIAS, WHO CAME MANY TEN THOUSANDS IN NUMBER; HE ALSO PLACED THAT ARMY HE NOW HAD WITH HIM OPPOSITE TO THEM; BUT DID NOT DISCOVER HIS OWN MEANING, BUT THE COMMANDS OF THE EMPEROR, AND TOLD THEM THAT HIS WRATH WOULD, WITHOUT DELAY, BE EXECUTED ON SUCH AS HAD THE COURAGE TO DISOBEY WHAT HE HAD COMMANDED, AND THIS IMMEDIATELY; AND THAT IT WAS FIT FOR HIM, WHO HAD OBTAINED SO GREAT A DIGNITY BY HIS GRANT, NOT TO CONTRADICT HIM IN ANY THING: - "YET," SAID HE, "I DO NOT THINK IT JUST TO HAVE SUCH A REGARD TO MY OWN SAFETY AND HONOR, AS TO REFUSE TO SACRIFICE THEM FOR YOUR PRESERVATION, WHO ARE SO MANY IN NUMBER, AND ENDEAVOR TO PRESERVE THE REGARD THAT IS DUE TO YOUR LAW; WHICH AS IT HATH COME DOWN TO YOU FROM YOUR FOREFATHERS, SO DO YOU ESTEEM IT WORTHY OF YOUR UTMOST CONTENTION TO PRESERVE IT: NOR, WITH THE SUPREME ASSISTANCE AND POWER OF GOD, WILL I BE SO HARDY AS TO SUFFER YOUR TEMPLE TO FALL INTO CONTEMPT BY THE MEANS OF THE IMPERIAL AUTHORITY. I WILL, THEREFORE, SEND TO CAIUS, AND LET HIM KNOW WHAT YOUR RESOLUTIONS ARE, AND WILL ASSIST YOUR SUIT AS FAR AS I AM ABLE, THAT YOU MAY NOT BE EXPOSED TO SUFFER ON ACCOUNT OF THE HONEST DESIGNS YOU HAVE PROPOSED TO YOURSELVES; AND MAY GOD BE YOUR ASSISTANT, FOR HIS AUTHORITY IS BEYOND ALL THE CONTRIVANCE AND POWER OF MEN; AND MAY HE PROCURE YOU THE PRESERVATION OF YOUR ANCIENT LAWS, AND MAY NOT HE BE DEPRIVED, THOUGH WITHOUT YOUR CONSENT, OF HIS ACCUSTOMED HONORS. BUT IF CAIUS BE IRRITATED, AND TURN THE VIOLENCE OF HIS RAGE UPON ME, I WILL RATHER UNDERGO ALL THAT DANGER AND THAT AFFLICTION THAT MAY COME EITHER ON MY BODY OR MY SOUL, THAN SEE SO MANY OF YOU TO PERISH, WHILE YOU ARE ACTING IN SO EXCELLENT A MANNER. DO YOU, THEREFORE, EVERY ONE OF YOU, GO YOUR WAY ABOUT YOUR OWN OCCUPATIONS, AND FALL TO THE CULTIVATION OF YOUR GROUND; I WILL MYSELF SEND TO ROME, AND WILL NOT REFUSE TO SERVE YOU IN ALL THINGS, BOTH BY MYSELF AND BY MY FRIENDS." 
6. WHEN PETRONIUS HAD SAID THIS, AND HAD DISMISSED RITE ASSEMBLY OF THE JEWS, HE DESIRED THE PRINCIPAL OF THEM TO TAKE CARE OF THEIR HUSBANDRY, AND TO SPEAK KINDLY TO THE PEOPLE, AND ENCOURAGE THEM TO HAVE GOOD HOPE OF THEIR AFFAIRS. THUS, DID HE READILY BRING THE MULTITUDE TO BE CHEERFUL AGAIN. AND NOW DID GOD SHOW HIS PRESENCE TO PETRONIUS, AND SIGNIFY TO HIM THAT HE WOULD AFFORD HIM HIS ASSISTANCE IN HIS WHOLE DESIGN; FOR HE HAD NO SOONER FINISHED THE SPEECH THAT HE MADE TO THE JEWS, BUT GOD SENT DOWN GREAT SHOWERS OF RAIN, CONTRARY TO HUMAN EXPECTATION; FOR THAT DAY WAS A CLEAR DAY, AND GAVE NO SIGN, BY THE APPEARANCE OF THE SKY, OF ANY RAIN; NAY, THE WHOLE YEAR HAD BEEN SUBJECT TO A GREAT DROUGHT, AND MADE MEN DESPAIR OF ANY WATER FROM ABOVE, EVEN WHEN AT ANY TIME THEY SAW THE HEAVENS OVERCAST WITH CLOUDS; INSOMUCH THAT WHEN SUCH A GREAT QUANTITY OF RAIN CAME, AND THAT IN AN UNUSUAL MANNER, AND WITHOUT ANY OTHER EXPECTATION OF IT, THE JEWS HOPED THAT PETRONIUS WOULD BY NO MEANS FAIL IN HIS PETITION FOR THEM. BUT AS TO PETRONIUS, HE WAS MIGHTILY SURPRISED WHEN HE PERCEIVED THAT GOD EVIDENTLY TOOK CARE OF THE JEWS, AND GAVE VERY PLAIN SIGNS OF HIS APPEARANCE, AND THIS TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT THOSE THAT WERE IN EARNEST MUCH INCLINED TO THE CONTRARY HAD NO POWER LEFT TO CONTRADICT IT. THIS WAS ALSO AMONG THOSE OTHER PARTICULARS WHICH HE WROTE TO CAIUS, WHICH ALL TENDED TO DISSUADE HIM, AND BY ALL MEANS TO ENTREAT HIM NOT TO MAKE SO MANY TEN THOUSANDS OF THESE MEN GO DISTRACTED; WHOM, IF HE SHOULD SLAY, (FOR WITHOUT WAR THEY WOULD BY NO MEANS SUFFER THE LAWS OF THEIR WORSHIP TO BE SET ASIDE,) HE WOULD LOSE THE REVENUE THEY PAID HIM, AND WOULD BE PUBLICLY CURSED BY THEM FOR ALL FUTURE AGES. MOREOVER, THAT GOD, WHO WAS THEIR GOVERNOR, HAD SHOWN HIS POWER MOST EVIDENTLY ON THEIR ACCOUNT, AND THAT SUCH A POWER OF HIS AS LEFT NO ROOM FOR DOUBT ABOUT IT. AND THIS WAS THE BUSINESS THAT PETRONIUS WAS NOW ENGAGED IN. 
7. BUT KING AGRIPPA, WHO NOW LIVED AT ROME, WAS MORE AND MORE IN THE FAVOR OF CAIUS; AND WHEN HE HAD ONCE MADE HIM A SUPPER, AND WAS CAREFUL TO EXCEED ALL OTHERS, BOTH IN EXPENSES AND IN SUCH PREPARATIONS AS MIGHT CONTRIBUTE MOST TO HIS PLEASURE; NAY, IT WAS SO FAR FROM THE ABILITY OF OTHERS, THAT CAIUS HIMSELF COULD NEVER EQUAL, MUCH LESS EXCEED IT (SUCH CARE HAD HE TAKEN BEFOREHAND TO EXCEED ALL MEN, AND PARTICULARLY. TO MAKE ALL AGREEABLE TO CAESAR); HEREUPON CAIUS ADMIRED HIS UNDERSTANDING AND MAGNIFICENCE, THAT HE SHOULD FORCE HIMSELF TO DO ALL TO PLEASE HIM, EVEN BEYOND SUCH EXPENSES AS HE COULD BEAR, AND WAS DESIROUS NOT TO BE BEHIND AGRIPPA IN THAT GENEROSITY WHICH HE EXERTED IN ORDER TO PLEASE HIM. SO CAIUS, WHEN HE HAD DRANK WINE PLENTIFULLY, AND WAS MERRIER THAN ORDINARY, SAID THUS DURING THE FEAST, WHEN AGRIPPA HAD DRUNK TO HIM: "I KNEW BEFORE NOW HOW GREAT A RESPECT THOU HAST HAD FOR ME, AND HOW GREAT KINDNESS THOU HAST SHOWN ME, THOUGH WITH THOSE HAZARDS TO THYSELF, WHICH THOU UNDERWENTEST UNDER TIBERIUS ON THAT ACCOUNT; NOR HAST THOU OMITTED ANY THING TO SHOW THY GOOD-WILL TOWARDS US, EVEN BEYOND THY ABILITY; WHENCE IT WOULD BE A BASE THING FOR ME TO BE CONQUERED BY THY AFFECTION. I AM THEREFORE DESIROUS TO MAKE THEE AMENDS FOR EVERY THING IN WHICH I HAVE BEEN FORMERLY DEFICIENT; FOR ALL THAT I HAVE BESTOWED ON THEE, THAT MAY BE CALLED MY GIFTS, IS BUT LITTLE. EVERYTHING THAT MAY CONTRIBUTE TO THY HAPPINESS SHALL BE AT THY SERVICE, AND THAT CHEERFULLY, AND SO FAR AS MY ABILITY WILL REACH." AND THIS WAS WHAT CAIUS SAID TO AGRIPPA, THINKING BE WOULD ASK FOR SOME LARGE COUNTRY, OR THE REVENUES OF CERTAIN CITIES. BUT ALTHOUGH HE HAD PREPARED BEFOREHAND WHAT HE WOULD ASK, YET HAD HE NOT DISCOVERED HIS INTENTIONS, BUT MADE THIS ANSWER TO CAIUS IMMEDIATELY: THAT IT WAS NOT OUT OF ANY EXPECTATION OF GAIN THAT HE FORMERLY PAID HIS RESPECTS TO HIM, CONTRARY TO THE COMMANDS OF TIBERIUS, NOR DID HE NOW DO ANY THING RELATING TO HIM OUT OF REGARD TO HIS OWN ADVANTAGE, AND IN ORDER TO RECEIVE ANY THING FROM HIM; THAT THE GIFTS HE HAD ALREADY BESTOWED UPON HIM WERE GREAT, AND BEYOND THE HOPES OF EVEN A CRAVING MAN; FOR ALTHOUGH THEY MAY BE BENEATH THY POWER, [WHO ART THE DONOR,] YET ARE THEY GREATER THAN MY INCLINATION AND DIGNITY, WHO AM THE RECEIVER. AND AS CAIUS WAS ASTONISHED AT AGRIPPA'S INCLINATIONS, AND STILL THE MORE PRESSED HIM TO MAKE HIS REQUEST FOR SOMEWHAT WHICH HE MIGHT GRATIFY HIM WITH, AGRIPPA REPLIED, "SINCE THOU, O MY LORD! DECLAREST SUCH IS THY READINESS TO GRANT, THAT I AM WORTHY OF THY GIFTS, I WILL ASK NOTHING RELATING TO MY OWN FELICITY; FOR WHAT THOU HAST ALREADY BESTOWED ON ME HAS MADE ME EXCEL THEREIN; BUT I DESIRE SOMEWHAT WHICH MAY MAKE THEE GLORIOUS FOR PIETY, AND RENDER THE DIVINITY ASSISTANT TO THY DESIGNS, AND MAY BE FOR AN HONOR TO ME AMONG THOSE THAT INQUIRE ABOUT IT, AS SHOWING THAT I NEVER ONCE FAIL OF OBTAINING WHAT I DESIRE OF THEE; FOR MY PETITION IS THIS, THAT THOU WILT NO LONGER THINK OF THE DEDICATION OF THAT STATUE WHICH THOU HAST ORDERED TO BE SET UP IN THE JEWISH TEMPLE BY PETRONIUS." 
8. AND THUS DID AGRIPPA VENTURE TO CAST THE DIE UPON THIS OCCASION, SO GREAT WAS THE AFFAIR IN HIS OPINION, AND IN REALITY, THOUGH HE KNEW HOW DANGEROUS A THING IT WAS SO TO SPEAK; FOR HAD NOT CAIUS APPROVED OF IT, IT HAD TENDED TO NO LESS THAN THE LOSS OF HIS LIFE. SO CAIUS, WHO WAS MIGHTILY TAKEN WITH AGRIPPA'S OBLIGING BEHAVIOR, AND ON OTHER ACCOUNTS THINKING IT A DISHONORABLE THING TO BE GUILTY OF FALSEHOOD BEFORE SO MANY WITNESSES, IN POINTS WHEREIN HE HAD WITH SUCH ALACRITY FORCED AGRIPPA TO BECOME A PETITIONER, AND THAT IT WOULD LOOK AS IF HE HAD ALREADY REPENTED OF WHAT HE HAD SAID, AND BECAUSE HE GREATLY ADMIRED AGRIPPA'S VIRTUE, IN NOT DESIRING HIM AT ALL TO AUGMENT HIS OWN DOMINIONS, EITHER WITH LARGER REVENUES, OR OTHER AUTHORITY, BUT TOOK CARE OF THE PUBLIC TRANQUILLITY, OF THE LAWS, AND OF THE DIVINITY ITSELF, HE GRANTED HIM WHAT HE HAD REQUESTED. HE ALSO WROTE THUS TO PETRONIUS, COMMENDING HIM FOR HIS ASSEMBLING HIS ARMY, AND THEN CONSULTING HIM ABOUT THESE AFFAIRS. "IF THEREFORE," SAID' HE," THOU HAST ALREADY ERECTED MY STATUE, LET IT STAND; BUT IF THOU HAST NOT YET DEDICATED IT, DO NOT TROUBLE THYSELF FURTHER ABOUT IT, BUT DISMISS THY ARMY, GO BACK, AND TAKE CARE OF THOSE AFFAIRS WHICH I SENT THEE ABOUT AT FIRST, FOR I HAVE NOW NO OCCASION FOR THE ERECTION OF THAT STATUE. THIS I HAVE GRANTED AS A FAVOR TO AGRIPPA, A MAN WHOM I HONOR SO VERY GREATLY, THAT I AM NOT ABLE TO CONTRADICT WHAT HE WOULD HAVE, OR WHAT HE DESIRED ME TO DO FOR HIM." AND THIS WAS WHAT CAIUS WROTE TO PETRONIUS, WHICH WAS BEFORE HE RECEIVED HIS LETTER, INFORMING HIM THAT THE JEWS WERE VERY READY TO REVOLT ABOUT THE STATUE, AND THAT THEY SEEMED RESOLVED TO THREATEN WAR AGAINST THE ROMANS, AND NOTHING ELSE. WHEN THEREFORE CAIUS WAS MUCH DISPLEASED THAT ANY ATTEMPT SHOULD BE MADE AGAINST HIS GOVERNMENT AS HE WAS A SLAVE TO BASE AND VICIOUS ACTIONS ON ALL OCCASIONS, AND HAD NO REGARD TO WHAT WAS VIRTUOUS AND HONORABLE, AND AGAINST WHOMSOEVER HE RESOLVED TO SHOW HIS ANGER, AND THAT FOR ANY CAUSE WHATSOEVER, HE SUFFERED NOT HIMSELF TO BE RESTRAINED BY ANY ADMONITION, BUT THOUGHT THE INDULGING HIS ANGER TO BE A REAL PLEASURE, HE WROTE THUS TO PETRONIUS: "SEEING THOU ESTEEMEST THE PRESENTS MADE THEE BY THE JEWS TO BE OF GREATER VALUE THAN MY COMMANDS, AND ART GROWN INSOLENT ENOUGH TO BE SUBSERVIENT TO THEIR PLEASURE, I CHARGE THEE TO BECOME THY OWN JUDGE, AND TO CONSIDER WHAT THOU ART TO DO, NOW THOU ART UNDER MY DISPLEASURE; FOR I WILL MAKE THEE AN EXAMPLE TO THE PRESENT AND TO ALL FUTURE AGES, THAT THEY. MAY NOT DARE TO CONTRADICT THE COMMANDS OF THEIR EMPEROR." 
9. THIS WAS THE EPISTLE WHICH CAIUS WROTE TO. PETRONIUS; BUT PETRONIUS DID NOT RECEIVE IT WHILE CAIUS WAS ALIVE, THAT SHIP WHICH CARRIED IT SAILING SO SLOW, THAT OTHER LETTERS CAME TO PETRONIUS BEFORE THIS, BY WHICH HE UNDERSTOOD THAT CAIUS WAS DEAD; FOR GOD WOULD NOT FORGET THE DANGERS PETRONIUS HAD UNDERTAKEN ON ACCOUNT OF THE JEWS, AND OF HIS OWN HONOR. BUT WHEN HE HAD TAKEN CAIUS AWAY, OUT OF HIS INDIGNATION OF WHAT HE HAD SO INSOLENTLY ATTEMPTED IN ASSUMING TO HIMSELF DIVINE WORSHIP, BOTH ROME AND ALL THAT DOMINION CONSPIRED WITH PETRONIUS, ESPECIALLY THOSE THAT WERE OF THE SENATORIAN ORDER, TO GIVE CAIUS HIS DUE REWARD, BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN UNMERCIFULLY SEVERE TO THEM; FOR HE DIED NOT LONG AFTER HE HAD WRITTEN TO PETRONIUS THAT EPISTLE WHICH THREATENED HIM WITH DEATH. BUT AS FOR THE OCCASION OF HIS DEATH, AND THE NATURE OF THE PLOT AGAINST HIM, I SHALL RELATE THEM IN THE PROGRESS OF THIS NARRATION. NOW THAT EPISTLE WHICH INFORMED PETRONIUS OF CAIUS'S DEATH CAME FIRST, AND A LITTLE AFTERWARD CAME THAT WHICH COMMANDED HIM TO KILL HIMSELF WITH HIS OWN HANDS. WHEREUPON HE REJOICED AT THIS COINCIDENCE AS TO THE DEATH OF CAIUS, AND ADMIRED GOD'S PROVIDENCE, WHO, WITHOUT THE LEAST DELAY, AND IMMEDIATELY, GAVE HIM A REWARD FOR THE REGARD HE HAD TO THE TEMPLE, AND THE ASSISTANCE HE AFFORDED THE JEWS FOR AVOIDING THE DANGERS THEY WERE IN. AND BY THIS MEANS PETRONIUS ESCAPED THAT DANGER OF DEATH, WHICH HE COULD NOT FORESEE. 
CHAPTER 9. WHAT BEFELL THE JEWS THAT WERE IN BABYLON ON OCCASION OF ASINEUS AND ANILEUS, TWO BRETHREN. 
1. A VERY SAD CALAMITY NOW BEFELL THE JEWS THAT WERE IN MESOPOTAMIA, AND ESPECIALLY THOSE THAT DWELT IN BABYLONIA. INFERIOR IT WAS TO NONE OF THE CALAMITIES WHICH HAD GONE BEFORE, AND CAME TOGETHER WITH A GREAT SLAUGHTER OF THEM, AND THAT GREATER THAN ANY UPON RECORD BEFORE; CONCERNING ALL WHICH I SHALL SPEAK ACCURATELY, AND SHALL EXPLAIN THE OCCASIONS WHENCE THESE MISERIES CAME UPON THEM. THERE WAS A CITY OF BABYLONIA CALLED NEERDA; NOT ONLY A VER POPULOUS ONE, BUT ONE THAT HAD A GOOD AND A LARGE TERRITORY ABOUT IT, AND, BESIDES ITS OTHER ADVANTAGES, FULL OF MEN ALSO. IT WAS, BESIDES, NOT EASILY TO BE ASSAULTED BY ENEMIES, FROM THE RIVER EUPHRATES ENCOMPASSING IT ALL ROUND, AND FROM THE WAILS THAT WERE BUILT ABOUT IT. THERE WAS ALSO THE CITY NISIBIS, SITUATE ON THE SAME CURRENT OF THE RIVER. FOR WHICH REASON THE JEWS, DEPENDING ON THE NATURAL STRENGTH OF THESE PLACES, DEPOSITED IN THEM THAT HALF SHEKEL WHICH EVERY ONE, BY THE CUSTOM OF OUR COUNTRY, OFFERS UNTO GOD, AS WELL AS THEY DID OTHER THINGS DEVOTED TO HIM; FOR THEY MADE USE OF THESE CITIES AS A TREASURY, WHENCE, AT A PROPER TIME, THEY WERE TRANSMITTED TO JERUSALEM; AND MANY TEN THOUSAND MEN UNDERTOOK THE CARRIAGE OF THOSE DONATIONS, OUT OF FEAR OF THE RAVAGES OF THE PARTHIANS, TO WHOM THE BABYLONIANS WERE THEN SUBJECT. NOW THERE WERE TWO MEN, ASINEUS AND ANILEUS, OF THE CITY NEERDA BY BIRTH, AND BRETHREN TO ONE ANOTHER. THEY WERE DESTITUTE OF A FATHER, AND THEIR MOTHER PUT THEM TO LEARN THE ART OF WEAVING CURTAINS, IT NOT BEING ESTEEMED, DISGRACE AMONG THEM FOR MEN TO BE WEAVERS OF CLOTH. NOW HE THAT TAUGHT THEM THAT ART, AND WAS SET OVER THEM, COMPLAINED THAT THEY CAME TOO LATE TO THEIR WORK, AND PUNISHED THEM WITH STRIPES; BUT THEY TOOK THIS JUST PUNISHMENT AS AN AFFRONT, AND CARRIED OFF ALL THE WEAPONS WHICH WERE KEPT IN THAT HOUSE, WHICH WERE NOT A FEW, AND WENT INTO A CERTAIN PLACE WHERE WAS A PARTITION OF THE RIVERS, AND WAS A PLACE NATURALLY VERY FIT FOR THE FEEDING OF CATTLE, AND FOR PRESERVING SUCH FRUITS AS WERE USUALLY LAID UP AGAINST WINTER. THE POOREST SORT OF THE YOUNG MEN ALSO RESORTED TO THEM, WHOM THEY ARMED WITH THE WEAPONS THEY HAD GOTTEN, AND BECAME THEIR CAPTAINS; AND NOTHING HINDERED THEM FROM BEING THEIR LEADERS INTO MISCHIEF; FOR AS SOON AS THEY WERE BECOME INVINCIBLE, AND HAD BUILT THEM A CITADEL, THEY SENT TO SUCH AS FED CATTLE, AND ORDERED THEM TO PAY THEM SO MUCH TRIBUTE OUT OF THEM AS MIGHT BE SUFFICIENT FOR THEIR MAINTENANCE, PROPOSING ALSO THAT THEY WOULD BE THEIR FRIENDS, IF THEY WOULD SUBMIT TO THEM, AND THAT THEY WOULD DEFEND THEM FROM ALL THEIR OTHER ENEMIES ON EVERY SIDE, BUT THAT THEY WOULD KILL THE CATTLE OF THOSE THAT REFUSED TO OBEY THEM. SO THEY HEARKENED TO THEIR PROPOSALS, (FOR THEY COULD DO NOTHING ELSE,) AND SENT THEM AS MANY SHEEP AS WERE REQUIRED OF THEM; WHEREBY THEIR FORCES GREW GREATER, AND THEY BECAME LORDS OVER ALL THEY PLEASED, BECAUSE THEY MARCHED SUDDENLY, AND DID THEM A MISCHIEF, INSOMUCH THAT EVERY BODY WHO HAD TO DO WITH THEM CHOSE TO PAY THEM RESPECT; AND THEY BECAME FORMIDABLE TO SUCH AS CAME TO ASSAULT THEM, TILL THE REPORT ABOUT THEM CAME TO THE EARS OF THE KING OF PARTHIA HIMSELF. 
2. BUT WHEN THE GOVERNOR OF BABYLONIA UNDERSTOOD THIS, AND HAD A MIND TO PUT A STOP TO THEM BEFORE THEY GREW GREATER, AND BEFORE GREATER MISCHIEFS SHOULD ARISE FROM THEM, HE GOT TOGETHER AS GREAT AN ARMY AS HE COULD, BOTH OF PARTHIANS AND BABYLONIANS, AND MARCHED AGAINST THEM, THINKING TO ATTACK THEM AND DESTROY THEM BEFORE ANY ONE SHOULD CARRY THEM THE NEWS THAT HE HAD GOT AN ARMY TOGETHER. HE THEN ENCAMPED AT A LAKE, AND LAY STILL; BUT ON THE NEXT DAY (IT WAS THE SABBATH, WHICH IS AMONG THE JEWS A DAY OF REST FROM ALL SORTS OF WORK) HE SUPPOSED THAT THE ENEMY WOULD NOT DARE TO FIGHT HIM THEREON, BUT THAT HE WOULD TAKE THEM AND CARRY THEM AWAY PRISONERS, WITHOUT FIGHTING. HE THEREFORE PROCEEDED GRADUALLY, AND THOUGHT TO FALL UPON THEM ON THE SUDDEN. NOW ASINEUS WAS SITTING WITH THE REST, AND THEIR WEAPONS LAY BY THEM; UPON WHICH HE SAID, "SIRS, I HEAR A NEIGHING OF HORSES; NOT OF SUCH AS ARE FEEDING, BUT SUCH AS HAVE MEN ON THEIR BACKS; I ALSO HEAR SUCH A NOISE OF THEIR BRIDLES, THAT I AM AFRAID THAT SOME ENEMIES ARE COMING UPON US TO ENCOMPASS US ROUND. HOWEVER, LET SOMEBODY GO TO LOOK ABOUT, AND MAKE REPORT OF WHAT REALITY THERE IS IN THE PRESENT STATE OF THINGS; AND MAY WHAT I HAVE SAID PROVE A FALSE ALARM." AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, SOME OF THEM WENT OUT TO SPY OUT WHAT WAS THE MATTER; AND THEY CAME AGAIN IMMEDIATELY, AND SAID TO HIM, THAT "NEITHER HAST THOU BEEN MISTAKEN IN TELLING US WHAT OUR ENEMIES WERE DOING, NOR WILL THOSE ENEMIES PERMIT US TO BE INJURIOUS TO PEOPLE ANY LONGER. WE ARE CAUGHT BY THEIR INTRIGUES LIKE BRUTE BEASTS, AND THERE IS A LARGE BODY OF CAVALRY MARCHING UPON US, WHILE WE ARE DESTITUTE OF HANDS TO DEFEND OURSELVES WITHAL, BECAUSE WE ARE RESTRAINED FROM DOING IT BY THE PROHIBITION OF OUR LAW, WHICH OBLIGES US TO REST [ON THIS DAY]." BUT ASIUEUS DID NOT BY ANY MEANS AGREE WITH THE OPINION OF HIS SPY AS TO WHAT WAS TO BE DONE, BUT THOUGHT IT MORE AGREEABLE TO THE LAW TO PLUCK UP THEIR SPIRITS IN THIS NECESSITY THEY WERE FALLEN INTO, AND BREAK THEIR LAW BY AVENGING THEMSELVES, ALTHOUGH THEY SHOULD DIE IN THE ACTION, THAN BY DOING NOTHING TO PLEASE THEIR ENEMIES IN SUBMITTING TO BE SLAIN BY THEM. ACCORDINGLY, HE TOOK UP HIS WEAPONS, AND INFUSED COURAGE INTO THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM TO ACT AS COURAGEOUSLY AS HIMSELF. SO, THEY FELL UPON THEIR ENEMIES, AND SLEW A GREAT MANY OF THEM, BECAUSE THEY DESPISED THEM AND CAME AS TO A CERTAIN VICTORY, AND PUT THE REST TO FLIGHT. 
3. BUT WHEN THE NEWS OF THIS FIGHT CAME TO THE KING OF PARTHIA, HE WAS SURPRISED AT THE BOLDNESS OF THESE BRETHREN, AND WAS DESIROUS TO SEE THEM, AND SPEAK WITH THEM. HE THEREFORE SENT THE MOST TRUSTY OF ALL HIS GUARDS TO SAY THUS TO THEM: "THAT KING ARTSBANUS, ALTHOUGH HE HAD BEEN UNJUSTLY TREATED BY YOU, WHO HAVE MADE AN ATTEMPT AGAINST HIS GOVERNMENT, YET HATH HE MORE REGARD TO YOUR COURAGEOUS BEHAVIOR, THAN TO THE ANGER HE BEARS TO YOU, AND HATH SENT ME TO GIVE YOU HIS RIGHT HAND AND SECURITY; AND HE PERMITS YOU TO COME TO HIM SAFELY, AND WITHOUT ANY VIOLENCE UPON THE ROAD; AND HE WANTS TO HAVE YOU ADDRESS YOURSELVES TO HIM AS FRIENDS, WITHOUT MEANING ANY GUILE OR DECEIT TO YOU. HE ALSO PROMISES TO MAKE YOU PRESENTS, AND TO PAY YOU THOSE RESPECTS WHICH WILL MAKE AN ADDITION OF HIS POWER TO YOUR COURAGE, AND THEREBY BE OF ADVANTAGE TO YOU." YET DID ASINEUS HIMSELF PUT OFF HIS JOURNEY THITHER, BUT SENT HIS BROTHER ANILEUS WITH ALL SUCH PRESENTS AS HE COULD PROCURE. SO HE WENT, AND WAS ADMITTED TO THE KING'S PRESENCE; AND WHEN ARTABANUS SAW ANILEUS COMING ALONE, HE INQUIRED INTO THE REASON WHY ASINEUS AVOIDED TO COME ALONG WITH HIM; AND WHEN HE UNDERSTOOD THAT HE WAS AFRAID, AND STAID BY THE LAKE, HE TOOK AN OATH, BY THE GODS OF HIS COUNTRY, THAT HE WOULD DO THEM NO HARM, IF THEY CAME TO HIM UPON THE ASSURANCES HE GAVE THEM, AND GAVE HIM HIS RIGHT HAND. THIS IS OF THE GREATEST FORCE THERE WITH ALL THESE BARBARIANS, AND AFFORDS A FIRM SECURITY TO THOSE WHO CONVERSE WITH THEM; FOR NONE OF THEM WILL DECEIVE YOU WHEN ONCE THEY HAVE GIVEN YOU THEIR RIGHT HANDS, NOR WILL ANY ONE DOUBT OF THEIR FIDELITY, WHEN THAT IS ONCE GIVEN, EVEN THOUGH THEY WERE BEFORE SUSPECTED OF INJUSTICE. WHEN ARTABANUS HAD DONE THIS, HE SENT AWAY ANILEUS TO PERSUADE HIS BROTHER TO COME TO HIM. NOW THIS THE KING DID, BECAUSE HE WANTED TO CURB HIS OWN GOVERNORS OF PROVINCES BY THE COURAGE OF THESE JEWISH BRETHREN, LEST THEY SHOULD MAKE A LEAGUE WITH THEM; FOR THEY WERE READY FOR A REVOLT, AND WERE DISPOSED TO REBEL, HAD THEY BEEN SENT ON AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THEM. HE WAS ALSO AFRAID, LEST WHEN HE WAS ENGAGED IN A WAR, IN ORDER TO SUBDUE THOSE GOVERNORS OF PROVINCES THAT HAD REVOLTED, THE PARTY OF ASINEUS, AND THOSE IN BABYLONIA, SHOULD BE AUGMENTED, AND EITHER MAKE WAR UPON HIM, WHEN THEY SHOULD HEAR OF THAT REVOLT, OR IF THEY SHOULD BE DISAPPOINTED IN THAT CASE, THEY WOULD NOT FAIL OF DOING FURTHER MISCHIEF TO HIM. 
4. WHEN THE KING HAD THESE INTENTIONS, HE SENT AWAY ANILEUS, AND ANILEUS PREVAILED ON HIS BROTHER [TO COME TO THE KING], WHEN HE HAD RELATED TO HIM THE KING'S GOOD-WILL, AND THE OATH THAT HE HAD TAKEN. ACCORDINGLY, THEY MADE HASTE TO GO TO ARTSBANUS, WHO RECEIVED THEM WHEN THEY WERE COME WITH PLEASURE, AND ADMIRED ASINEUS'S COURAGE IN THE ACTIONS HE HAD DONE, AND THIS BECAUSE HE WAS A LITTLE MAN TO SEE TO, AND AT FIRST SIGHT APPEARED CONTEMPTIBLE ALSO, AND SUCH AS ONE MIGHT DEEM A PERSON OF NO VALUE AT ALL. HE ALSO SAID TO HIS FRIENDS, HOW, UPON THE COMPARISON, HE SHOWED HIS SOUL TO BE IN ALL RESPECTS SUPERIOR TO HIS BODY; AND WHEN, AS THEY WERE DRINKING TOGETHER, HE ONCE SHOWED ASINEUS TO ABDAGASES, ONE OF THE GENERALS OF HIS ARMY, AND TOLD HIM HIS NAME, AND DESCRIBED THE GREAT COURAGE HE WAS OF IN WAR, AND ABDAGASES HAD DESIRED LEAVE TO KILL HIM, AND THEREBY TO INFLICT ON HIM A PUNISHMENT FOR THOSE INJURIES HE HAD DONE TO THE PARTHIAN GOVERNMENT, THE KING REPLIED, "I WILL NEVER GIVE THEE LEAVE TO KILL A MAN WHO HATH DEPENDED ON MY FAITH, ESPECIALLY NOT AFTER I HAVE SENT HIM MY RIGHT HAND, AND ENDEAVORED TO GAIN HIS BELIEF BY OATHS MADE BY THE GODS. BUT IF THOU BE A TRULY WARLIKE MAN, THOU STANDEST NOT IN NEED OF MY PERJURY. GO THOU THEN, AND AVENGE THE PARTHIAN GOVERNMENT; ATTACK THIS MAN, WHEN HE IS RETURNED BACK, AND CONQUER HIM BY THE FORCES THAT ARE UNDER THY COMMAND, WITHOUT MY PRIVITY." HEREUPON THE KING CALLED FOR ASINEUS, AND SAID TO HIM, "IT IS TIME FOR THEE, O THOU YOUNG MAN! TO RETURN HOME, AND NOT PROVOKE THE INDIGNATION OF MY GENERALS IN THIS PLACE ANY FURTHER, LEST THEY ATTEMPT TO MURDER THEE, AND THAT WITHOUT MY APPROBATION. I COMMIT TO THEE THE COUNTRY OF BABYLONIA IN TRUST, THAT IT MAY, BY THY CARE, BE PRESERVED FREE FROM ROBBERS, AND FROM OTHER MISCHIEFS. I HAVE KEPT MY FAITH INVIOLABLE TO THEE, AND THAT NOT IN TRIFLING AFFAIRS, BUT IN THOSE THAT CONCERNED THY SAFETY, AND DO THEREFORE DESERVE THOU SHOULDST BE KIND TO ME." WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, AND GIVEN ASINEUS SOME PRESENTS, HE SENT HIM AWAY IMMEDIATELY; WHO, WHEN HE WAS COME HOME, BUILT FORTRESSES, AND BECAME GREAT IN A LITTLE TIME, AND MANAGED THINGS WITH SUCH COURAGE AND SUCCESS, AS NO OTHER PERSON, THAT HAD NO HIGHER A BEGINNING, EVER DID BEFORE HIM. THOSE PARTHIAN GOVERNORS ALSO, WHO WERE SENT THAT WAY, PAID HIM GREAT RESPECT; AND THE HONOR THAT WAS PAID HIM BY THE BABYLONIANS SEEMED TO THEM TOO SMALL, AND BENEATH HIS DESERTS, ALTHOUGH HE, WERE IN NO SMALL DIGNITY AND POWER THERE; NAY, INDEED, ALL THE AFFAIRS OF MESOPOTAMIA DEPENDED UPON HIM, AND HE MORE AND MORE FLOURISHED IN THIS HAPPY CONDITION OF HIS FOR FIFTEEN YEARS. 
5. BUT AS THEIR AFFAIRS WERE IN SO FLOURISHING A STATE, THERE SPRANG UP A CALAMITY AMONG THEM ON THE FOLLOWING OCCASION. WHEN ONCE THEY HAD DEVIATED FROM THAT COURSE OF VIRTUE, WHEREBY THEY HAD GAINED SO GREAT POWER, THEY AFFRONTED AND TRANSGRESSED THE LAWS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND FELL UNDER THE DOMINION OF THEIR LUSTS AND PLEASURES. A CERTAIN PARTHIAN, WHO CAME AS GENERAL OF AN ARMY INTO THOSE PARTS, HAD A WIFE FOLLOWING HIM, WHO HAD A VAST REPUTATION FOR OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS, AND PARTICULARLY WAS ADMIRED ABOVE ALL OTHER WOMEN FOR HER BEAUTY. ANILEUS, THE BROTHER OF ASINEUS, EITHER HEARD OF THAT HER BEAUTY FROM OTHERS, OR PERHAPS SAW HER HIMSELF ALSO, AND SO BECAME AT ONCE HER LOVER AND HER ENEMY; PARTLY BECAUSE HE COULD NOT HOPE TO ENJOY THIS WOMAN BUT BY OBTAINING POWER OVER HER AS A CAPTIVE, AND PARTLY BECAUSE HE THOUGHT HE COULD NOT CONQUER HIS INCLINATIONS FOR HER. AS SOON THEREFORE AS HER HUSBAND HAD BEEN DECLARED AN ENEMY TO THEM, AND WAS FALLEN IN THE BATTLE, THE WIDOW OF THE DECEASED WAS MARRIED TO THIS HER LOVER. HOWEVER, THIS WOMAN DID NOT COME INTO THEIR HOUSE WITHOUT PRODUCING GREAT MISFORTUNES, BOTH TO ANILEUS HIMSELF, AND TO ASINEUS ALSO; BUT BROUGHT GREAT MISCHIEFS UPON THEM ON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING. SINCE SHE WAS LED AWAY CAPTIVE, UPON THE DEATH OF HER HUSBAND, SHE CONCEALED THE IMAGES OF THOSE GODS WHICH WERE THEIR COUNTRY GODS, COMMON TO HER HUSBAND AND TO HERSELF: NOW IT WAS THE CUSTOM OF THAT COUNTRY FOR ALL TO HAVE THE IDOLS THEY WORSHIP IN THEIR OWN HOUSES, AND TO CARRY THEM ALONG WITH THEM WHEN THEY GO INTO A FOREIGN LAND; AGREEABLE TO WHICH CUSTOM OF THEIRS SHE CARRIED HER IDOLS WITH HER. NOW AT FIRST SHE PERFORMED HER WORSHIP TO THEM PRIVATELY; BUT WHEN SHE WAS BECOME ANILEUS'S MARRIED WIFE, SHE WORSHIPPED THEM IN HER ACCUSTOMED MANNER, AND WITH THE SAME APPOINTED CEREMONIES WHICH SHE USED IN HER FORMER HUSBAND'S DAYS; UPON WHICH THEIR MOST ESTEEMED FRIENDS BLAMED HIM AT FIRST, THAT HE DID NOT ACT AFTER THE MANNER OF THE HEBREWS, NOR PERFORM WHAT WAS AGREEABLE TO THEIR LAWS, IN MARRYING A FOREIGN WIFE, AND ONE THAT TRANSGRESSED THE ACCURATE APPOINTMENTS OF THEIR SACRIFICES AND RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES; THAT HE OUGHT TO CONSIDER, LEST, BY ALLOWING HIMSELF IN MANY PLEASURES OF THE BODY, HE MIGHT LOSE HIS PRINCIPALITY, ON ACCOUNT OF THE BEAUTY OF A WIFE, AND THAT HIGH AUTHORITY WHICH, BY GOD'S BLESSING, HE HAD ARRIVED AT. BUT WHEN THEY PREVAILED NOT AT ALL UPON HIM, HE SLEW ONE OF THEM FOR WHOM HE HAD THE GREATEST RESPECT, BECAUSE OF THE LIBERTY HE TOOK WITH HIM; WHO, WHEN HE WAS DYING, OUT OF REGARD TO THE LAWS, IMPRECATED A PUNISHMENT UPON HIS MURDERER ANILEUS, AND UPON ASINEUS ALSO, AND THAT ALL THEIR COMPANIONS MIGHT COME TO A LIKE END FROM THEIR ENEMIES; UPON THE TWO FIRST AS THE PRINCIPAL ACTORS OF THIS WICKEDNESS, AND UPON THE REST AS THOSE THAT WOULD NOT ASSIST HIM WHEN HE SUFFERED IN THE DEFENSE OF THEIR LAWS. NOW THESE LATTER WERE SORELY GRIEVED, YET DID THEY TOLERATE THESE DOINGS, BECAUSE THEY REMEMBERED THAT THEY HAD ARRIVED AT THEIR PRESENT HAPPY STATE BY NO OTHER MEANS THAN THEIR FORTITUDE. BUT WHEN THEY ALSO HEARD OF THE WORSHIP OF THOSE GODS WHOM THE PARTHIANS ADORE, THEY THOUGHT THE INJURY THAT ANILEUS OFFERED TO THEIR LAWS WAS TO BE BORNE NO LONGER; AND A GREATER NUMBER OF THEM CAME TO ASINEUS, AND LOUDLY COMPLAINED OF ANITEUS, AND TOLD HIM THAT IT HAD BEEN WELL THAT HE HAD OF HIMSELF SEEN WHAT WAS ADVANTAGEOUS TO THEM; BUT THAT HOWEVER IT WAS NOW HIGH TIME TO CORRECT WHAT HAD BEEN DONE AMISS, BEFORE THE CRIME THAT HAD BEEN COMMITTED PROVED THE RUIN OF HIMSELF AND ALL THE REST OF THEM. THEY ADDED, THAT THE MARRIAGE OF THIS WOMAN WAS MADE WITHOUT THEIR CONSENT, AND WITHOUT A REGARD TO THEIR OLD LAWS; AND THAT THE WORSHIP WHICH THIS WOMAN PAID [TO HER GODS] WAS A REPROACH TO THE GOD WHOM THEY WORSHIPPED. NOW ASINEUS WAS SENSIBLE OF HIS BROTHER'S OFFENSE, THAT IT HAD BEEN ALREADY THE CAUSE OF GREAT MISCHIEFS, AND WOULD BE SO FOR THE TIME TO COME; YET DID HE TOLERATE THE SAME FROM THE GOOD-WILL HE HAD TO SO NEAR A RELATION, AND FORGIVING IT TO HIM, ON ACCOUNT THAT HIS BROTHER WAS QUITE OVERBORNE BY HIS WICKED INCLINATIONS. BUT AS MORE AND MORE STILL CAME ABOUT HIM EVERY DAY, AND THE CLAMORS ABOUT IT BECAME GREATER, HE AT LENGTH SPAKE TO ANILEUS ABOUT THESE CLAMORS, REPROVING HIM FOR HIS FORMER ACTIONS, AND DESIRING HIM FOR THE FUTURE TO LEAVE THEM OFF, AND SEND THE WOMAN BACK TO HER RELATIONS. BUT NOTHING WAS GAINED BY THESE REPROOFS; FOR AS THE WOMAN PERCEIVED WHAT A TUMULT WAS MADE AMONG THE PEOPLE ON HER ACCOUNT, AND WAS AFRAID FOR ANILEUS, LEST HE SHOULD COME TO ANY HARM FOR HIS LOVE TO HER, SHE INFUSED POISON INTO ASINEUS'S FOOD, AND THEREBY TOOK HIM OFF, AND WAS NOW SECURE OF PREVAILING, WHEN HER LOVER WAS TO BE JUDGE OF WHAT SHOULD BE DONE ABOUT HER. 
6. SO ANILEUS TOOK THE GOVERNMENT UPON HIMSELF ALONE, AND LED HIS ARMY AGAINST THE VILLAGES OF MITHRIDATES, WHO WAS A MAN OF PRINCIPAL AUTHORITY IN PARTHIN, AND HAD MARRIED KING ARTABANUS'S DAUGHTER; HE ALSO PLUNDERED THEM, AND AMONG THAT PREY WAS FOUND MUCH MONEY, AND MANY SLAVES, AS ALSO A GREAT NUMBER OF SHEEP AND MANY OTHER THINGS, WHICH, WHEN GAINED, MAKE MEN'S CONDITION HAPPY. NOW WHEN MITHRIDATES, WHO WAS THERE AT THIS TIME, HEARD THAT HIS VILLAGES WERE TAKEN, HE WAS VERY MUCH DISPLEASED TO FIND THAT ANILEUS HAD FIRST BEGUN TO INJURE HIM, AND TO AFFRONT HIM IN HIS PRESENT DIGNITY, WHEN HE HAD NOT OFFERED ANY INJURY TO HIM BEFOREHAND; AND HE GOT TOGETHER THE GREATEST BODY OF HORSEMEN HE WAS ABLE, AND THOSE OUT OF THAT NUMBER WHICH WERE OF AN AGE FIT FOR WAR, AND CAME TO FIGHT ANILEUS; AND WHEN HE WAS ARRIVED AT A CERTAIN VILLAGE OF HIS OWN, HE LAY STILL THERE, AS INTENDING TO FIGHT HIM ON THE DAY FOLLOWING, BECAUSE IT WAS THE SABBATH, THE DAY ON WHICH THE JEWS REST. AND WHEN ANILEUS WAS INFORMED OF THIS BY A SYRIAN STRANGER OF ANOTHER VILLAGE, WHO NOT ONLY GAVE HIM AN EXACT ACCOUNT OF OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES, BUT TOLD HIM WHERE MITHRIDATES WOULD HAVE A FEAST, HE TOOK HIS SUPPER AT A PROPER TIME, AND MARCHED BY NIGHT, WITH AN INTENT OF FALLING UPON THE PARTHIANS WHILE THEY WERE UNAPRRIZED WHAT THEY SHOULD DO; SO HE FELL UPON THEM ABOUT THE FOURTH WATCH OF THE NIGHT, AND SOME OF THEM HE SLEW WHILE THEY WERE ASLEEP, AND OTHERS HE PUT TO FLIGHT, AND TOOK MITHRIDATES ALIVE, AND SET HIM NAKED UPON AN ASS WHICH, AMONG THE PARTHIANS, IS ESTEEMED THE GREATEST REPROACH POSSIBLE. AND WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT HIM INTO A WOOD WITH SUCH A RESOLUTION, AND HIS FRIENDS DESIRED HIM TO KILL MITHRIDATES, HE SOON TOLD THEM HIS OWN MIND TO THE CONTRARY, AND SAID THAT IT WAS NOT RIGHT TO KILL A MAN WHO WAS OF ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL FAMILIES AMONG THE PARTHIANS, AND GREATLY HONORED WITH MATCHING INTO THE ROYAL FAMILY; THAT SO FAR AS THEY HAD HITHERTO GONE WAS TOLERABLE; FOR ALTHOUGH THEY HAD INJURED MITHRIDATES, YET IF THEY PRESERVED HIS LIFE, THIS BENEFIT WOULD BE REMEMBERED BY HIM TO THE ADVANTAGE OF THOSE THAT GAVE IT HIM; BUT THAT IF BE WERE ONCE PUT TO DEATH, THE KING WOULD NOT BE AT REST TILL HE HAD MADE A GREAT SLAUGHTER OF THE JEWS THAT DWELT AT BABYLON; "TO WHOSE SAFETY WE OUGHT TO HAVE A REGARD, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF OUR RELATION TO THEM, AND BECAUSE IF ANY MISFORTUNE BEFALL US, WE HAVE NO OTHER PLACE TO RETIRE TO, SINCE HE HATH GOTTEN THE FLOWER OF THEIR YOUTH UNDER HIM." BY THIS THOUGHT, AND THIS SPEECH OF HIS MADE IN COUNCIL, HE PERSUADED THEM TO ACT ACCORDINGLY; SO MITHRIDATES WAS LET GO. BUT WHEN HE WAS GOT AWAY, HIS WIFE REPROACHED HIM, THAT ALTHOUGH HE WAS SON-IN-LAW TO THE KING, HE NEGLECTED TO AVENGE HIMSELF ON THOSE THAT HAD INJURED HIM, WHILE HE TOOK NO CARE ABOUT IT, BUT WAS CONTENTED TO HAVE BEEN MADE A CAPTIVE BY THE JEWS, AND TO HAVE ESCAPED THEM; AND SHE BID HIM EITHER TO GO BACK LIKE A MAN OF COURAGE, OR ELSE SHE SWARE BY THE GODS OF THEIR ROYAL FAMILY THAT SHE WOULD CERTAINLY DISSOLVE HER MARRIAGE WITH HIM. UPON WHICH, PARTLY BECAUSE HE COULD NOT BEAR THE DAILY TROUBLE OF HER TAUNTS, AND PARTLY BECAUSE HE WAS AFRAID OF HER INSOLENCE, LEST SHE SHOULD IN EARNEST DISSOLVE THEIR MARRIAGE, HE UNWILLINGLY, AND AGAINST HIS INCLINATIONS, GOT TOGETHER AGAIN AS GREAT AN ARMY AS HE COULD, AND MARCHED ALONG WITH THEM, AS HIMSELF THINKING IT A THING NOT TO BE BORNE ANY LONGER, THAT HE, A PARTHIAN, SHOULD OWE HIS PRESERVATION TO THE JEWS, WHEN THEY HAD BEEN TOO HARD FOR HIM IN THE WAR. 
7. BUT AS SOON AS ANILEUS UNDERSTOOD THAT MITHRIDATES WAS MARCHING WITH A GREAT ARMY AGAINST HIM, HE THOUGHT IT TOO IGNOMINIOUS A THING TO TARRY ABOUT THE LAKES, AND NOT TO TAKE THE FIRST OPPORTUNITY OF MEETING HIS ENEMIES, AND HE HOPED TO HAVE THE SAME SUCCESS, AND TO BEAT THEIR ENEMIES AS THEY DID BEFORE; AS ALSO HE VENTURED BOLDLY UPON THE LIKE ATTEMPTS. ACCORDINGLY, HE LED OUT HIS ARMY, AND A GREAT MANY MORE JOINED THEMSELVES TO THAT ARMY, IN ORDER TO BETAKE THEMSELVES TO PLUNDER THE PEOPLE, AND IN ORDER TO TERRIFY THE ENEMY AGAIN BY THEIR NUMBERS. BUT WHEN THEY HAD MARCHED NINETY FURLONGS, WHILE THE ROAD HAD BEEN THROUGH DRY [AND SANDY] PLACES, AND ABOUT THE MIDST OF THE DAY, THEY WERE BECOME VERY THIRSTY; AND MITHRIDATES APPEARED, AND FELL UPON THEM, AS THEY WERE IN DISTRESS FOR WANT OF WATER, ON WHICH ACCOUNT, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THE TIME OF THE DAY, THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO BEAR THEIR WEAPONS. SO ANILEUS AND HIS MEN WERE PUT TO AN IGNOMINIOUS ROUT, WHILE MEN IN DESPAIR WERE TO ATTACK THOSE THAT WERE FRESH AND IN GOOD PLIGHT; SO, A GREAT SLAUGHTER WAS MADE, AND MANY TEN THOUSAND MEN FELL. NOW ANILEUS, AND ALL THAT STOOD FIRM ABOUT HIM, RAN AWAY AS FAST AS THEY WERE ABLE INTO A WOOD, AND AFFORDED MITHRIDATES THE PLEASURE OF HAVING GAINED A GREAT VICTORY OVER THEM. BUT THERE NOW CAME IN TO ANILEUS A CONFLUX OF BAD MEN, WHO REGARDED THEIR OWN LIVES VERY LITTLE, IF THEY MIGHT BUT GAIN SOME PRESENT EASE, INSOMUCH THAT THEY, BY THUS COMING TO HIM, COMPENSATED THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE THAT PERISHED IN THE FIGHT. YET WERE NOT THESE MEN LIKE TO THOSE THAT FELL, BECAUSE THEY WERE RASH, AND UNEXERCISED IN WAR; HOWEVER, WITH THESE HE CAME UPON THE VILLAGES OF THE BABYLONIANS, AND A MIGHTY DEVASTATION OF ALL THINGS WAS MADE THERE BY THE INJURIES THAT ANILEUS DID THEM. SO, THE BABYLONIANS, AND THOSE THAT HAD ALREADY BEEN IN THE WAR, SENT TO NEERDA TO THE JEWS THERE, AND DEMANDED ANILEUS. BUT ALTHOUGH THEY DID NOT AGREE TO THEIR DEMANDS, (FOR IF THEY HAD BEEN WILLING TO DELIVER HIM UP, IT WAS NOT IN THEIR POWER SO TO DO,) YET DID THEY DESIRE TO MAKE PEACE WITH THEM. TO WHICH THE OTHER REPLIED, THAT THEY ALSO WANTED TO SETTLE CONDITIONS OF PEACE WITH THEM, AND SENT MEN TOGETHER WITH THE BABYLONIANS, WHO DISCOURSED WITH ANILEUS ABOUT THEM. BUT THE BABYLONIANS, UPON TAKING A VIEW OF HIS SITUATION, AND HAVING LEARNED WHERE ANILEUS AND HIS MEN LAY, FELL SECRETLY UPON THEM AS THEY WERE DRUNK AND FALLEN ASLEEP, AND SLEW ALL THAT THEY CAUGHT OF THEM, WITHOUT ANY FEAR, AND KILLED ANILEUS HIMSELF ALSO. 
8. THE BABYLONIANS WERE NOW FREED FROM ANILEUS'S HEAVY INCURSIONS, WHICH HAD BEEN A GREAT RESTRAINT TO THE EFFECTS OF THAT HATRED THEY BORE TO THE JEWS; FOR THEY WERE ALMOST ALWAYS AT VARIANCE, BY REASON OF THE CONTRARIETY OF THEIR LAWS; AND WHICH PARTY SOEVER GREW BOLDEST BEFORE THE OTHER, THEY ASSAULTED THE OTHER: AND AT THIS TIME IN PARTICULAR IT WAS, THAT UPON THE RUIN OF ANILEUS'S PARTY, THE BABYLONIANS ATTACKED THE JEWS, WHICH MADE THOSE JEWS SO, VEHEMENTLY TO RESENT THE INJURIES THEY RECEIVED FROM THE BABYLONIANS, THAT BEING NEITHER ABLE TO FIGHT THEM, NOR BEARING TO LIVE WITH THEM, THEY WENT TO SELEUCIA, THE PRINCIPAL CITY OF THOSE PARTS, WHICH WAS BUILT BY SELEUCUS NICATOR. IT WAS INHABITED BY MANY OF THE MACEDONIANS, BUT BY MORE OF THE GRECIANS; NOT A FEW OF THE SYRIANS ALSO DWELT THERE; AND THITHER DID THE JEWS FLY, AND LIVED THERE FIVE YEARS, WITHOUT ANY MISFORTUNES. BUT ON THE SIXTH YEAR, A PESTILENCE CAME UPON THESE AT BABYLON, WHICH OCCASIONED NEW REMOVALS OF MEN'S HABITATIONS OUT OF THAT CITY; AND BECAUSE THEY CAME TO SELEUCIA, IT HAPPENED THAT A STILL HEAVIER CALAMITY CAME UPON THEM ON THAT ACCOUNT WHICH I AM GOING TO RELATE IMMEDIATELY. 
9. NOW THE WAY OF LIVING OF THE PEOPLE OF SELEUCIA, WHICH WERE GREEKS AND SYRIANS, WAS COMMONLY QUARRELSOME, AND FULL OF DISCORDS, THOUGH THE GREEKS WERE TOO HARD FOR THE SYRIANS. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE JEWS WERE COME THITHER, AND DWELT AMONG THEM, THERE AROSE A SEDITION, AND THE SYRIANS WERE TOO HARD FOR THE OTHER, BY THE ASSISTANCE OF THE JEWS, WHO ARE MEN THAT DESPISE DANGERS, AND VERY READY TO FIGHT UPON ANY OCCASION. NOW WHEN THE GREEKS HAD THE WORST IN THIS SEDITION, AND SAW THAT THEY HAD BUT ONE WAY OF RECOVERING THEIR FORMER AUTHORITY, AND THAT WAS, IF THEY COULD PREVENT THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE JEWS AND THE SYRIANS, THEY EVERY ONE DISCOURSED WITH SUCH OF THE SYRIANS AS WERE FORMERLY THEIR ACQUAINTANCE, AND PROMISED THEY WOULD BE AT PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP WITH THEM. ACCORDINGLY, THEY GLADLY AGREED SO TO DO; AND WHEN THIS WAS DONE BY THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF BOTH NATIONS, THEY SOON AGREED TO A RECONCILIATION; AND WHEN THEY WERE SO AGREED, THEY BOTH KNEW THAT THE GREAT DESIGN OF SUCH THEIR UNION WOULD BE THEIR COMMON HATRED TO THE JEWS. ACCORDINGLY, THEY FELL UPON THEM, AND SLEW ABOUT FIFTY THOUSAND OF THEM; NAY, THE JEWS WERE ALL DESTROYED, EXCEPTING A FEW WHO ESCAPED, EITHER BY THE COMPASSION WHICH THEIR FRIENDS OR NEIGHBORS AFFORDED THEM, IN ORDER TO LET THEM FLY AWAY. THESE RETIRED TO CTESIPHON, A GRECIAN CITY, AND SITUATE NEAR TO SELEUCIA, WHERE THE KING [OF PARTHIA] LIVES IN WINTER EVERY YEAR, AND WHERE THE GREATEST PART OF HIS RICHES ARE REPOSITED; BUT THE JEWS HAD HERE NO CERTAIN SETTLEMENT, THOSE OF SELEUCIA HAVING LITTLE CONCERN FOR THE KING'S HONOR. NOW THE WHOLE NATION OF THE JEWS WERE IN FEAR BOTH OF THE BABYLONIANS AND OF THE SELEUCIANS, BECAUSE ALL THE SYRIANS THAT LIVE IN THOSE PLACES AGREED WITH THE SELEUCIANS IN THE WAR AGAINST THE JEWS; SO THE MOST OF THEM GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER, AND WENT TO NEERDA AND NISIBIS, AND OBTAINED SECURITY THERE BY THE STRENGTH OF THOSE CITIES; BESIDES WHICH THEIR INHABITANTS, WHO WERE A GREAT MANY, WERE ALL WARLIKE MEN. AND THIS WAS THE STATE OF THE JEWS AT THIS TIME IN BABYLONIA. 
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK XIX
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THREE YEARS AND A HALF FROM THE DEPARTURE OUT OF BABYLON TO FADUS, THE ROMAN PROCURATOR
CHAPTER 1. HOW CAIUS WAS SLAIN BY CHEREA. 
1. NOW THIS CAIUS DID NOT DEMONSTRATE HIS MADNESS IN OFFERING INJURIES ONLY TO THE JEWS AT JERUSALEM, OR TO THOSE THAT DWELT IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD; BUT SUFFERED IT TO EXTEND ITSELF THROUGH ALL THE EARTH AND SEA, SO FAR AS WAS IN SUBJECTION TO THE ROMANS, AND FILLED IT WITH TEN THOUSAND MISCHIEFS; SO MANY INDEED IN NUMBER AS NO FORMER HISTORY RELATES. BUT ROME ITSELF FELT THE MOST DISMAL EFFECTS OF WHAT HE DID, WHILE HE DEEMED THAT NOT TO BE ANY WAY MORE HONORABLE THAN THE REST OF THE CITIES; BUT HE PULLED AND HAULED ITS OTHER CITIZENS, BUT ESPECIALLY THE SENATE, AND PARTICULARLY THE NOBILITY, AND SUCH AS HAD BEEN DIGNIFIED BY ILLUSTRIOUS ANCESTORS; HE ALSO HAD TEN THOUSAND DEVICES AGAINST SUCH OF THE EQUESTRIAN ORDER, AS IT WAS STYLED, WHO WERE ESTEEMED BY THE CITIZENS EQUAL IN DIGNITY AND WEALTH WITH THE SENATORS, BECAUSE OUT OF THEM THE SENATORS WERE THEMSELVES CHOSEN; THESE HE TREATED AFTER ALL IGNOMINIOUS MANNER, AND REMOVED THEM OUT OF HIS WAY, WHILE THEY WERE AT ONCE SLAIN, AND THEIR WEALTH PLUNDERED, BECAUSE HE SLEW MEN GENERALLY IN ORDER TO SEIZE ON THEIR RICHES. HE ALSO ASSERTED HIS OWN DIVINITY, AND INSISTED ON GREATER HONORS TO BE PAID HIM BY HIS SUBJECTS THAN ARE DUE TO MANKIND. HE ALSO FREQUENTED THAT TEMPLE OF JUPITER WHICH THEY STYLE THE CAPITOL, WHICH IS WITH THEM THE MOST HOLY OF ALL THEIR TEMPLES, AND HAD BOLDNESS ENOUGH TO CALL HIMSELF THE BROTHER OF JUPITER. AND OTHER PRANKS HE DID LIKE A MADMAN; AS WHEN HE LAID A BRIDGE FROM THE CITY DICEARCHIA, WHICH BELONGS TO CAMPANIA, TO MISENUM, ANOTHER CITY UPON THE SEA-SIDE, FROM ONE PROMONTORY TO ANOTHER, OF THE LENGTH OF THIRTY FURLONGS, AS MEASURED OVER THE SEA. AND THIS WAS DONE BECAUSE HE ESTEEMED IT TO BE A MOST TEDIOUS THING TO ROW OVER IT IN A SMALL SHIP, AND THOUGHT WITHAL THAT IT BECAME HIM TO MAKE THAT BRIDGE, SINCE HE WAS LORD OF THE SEA, AND MIGHT OBLIGE IT TO GIVE MARKS OF OBEDIENCE AS WELL AS THE EARTH; SO HE ENCLOSED THE WHOLE BAY WITHIN HIS BRIDGE, AND DROVE HIS CHARIOT OVER IT; AND THOUGHT THAT, AS HE WAS A GOD, IT WAS FIT FOR HIM TO TRAVEL OVER SUCH ROADS AS THIS WAS. NOR DID HE ABSTAIN FROM THE PLUNDER OF ANY OF THE GRECIAN TEMPLES, AND GAVE ORDER THAT ALL THE ENGRAVINGS AND SCULPTURES, AND THE REST OF THE ORNAMENTS OF THE STATUES AND DONATIONS THEREIN DEDICATED, SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO HIM, SAYING THAT THE BEST THINGS OUGHT TO BE SET NO WHERE BUT IN THE BEST PLACE, AND THAT THE CITY OF ROME WAS THAT BEST PLACE. HE ALSO ADORNED HIS OWN HOUSE AND HIS GARDENS WITH THE CURIOSITIES BROUGHT FROM THOSE TEMPLES, TOGETHER WITH THE HOUSES HE LAY AT WHEN HE TRAVELED ALL OVER ITALY; WHENCE HE DID NOT SCRUPLE TO GIVE A COMMAND THAT THE STATUE OF JUPITER OLYMPIUS, SO CALLED BECAUSE HE WAS HONORED AT THE OLYMPIAN GAMES BY THE GREEKS, WHICH WAS THE WORK OF PHIDIAS THE ATHENIAN, SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO ROME. YET DID NOT HE COMPASS HIS END, BECAUSE THE ARCHITECTS TOLD MEMMIUS REGULUS, WHO WAS COMMANDED TO REMOVE THAT STATUE OF JUPITER, THAT THE WORKMANSHIP WAS SUCH AS WOULD BE SPOILED, AND WOULD NOT BEAR THE REMOVAL. IT WAS ALSO REPORTED THAT MEMMIUS, BOTH ON THAT ACCOUNT, AND ON ACCOUNT OF SOME SUCH MIGHTY PRODIGIES AS ARE OF AN INCREDIBLE NATURE, PUT OFF THE TAKING IT DOWN, AND WROTE TO CAIUS THOSE ACCOUNTS, AS HIS APOLOGY FOR NOT HAVING DONE WHAT HIS EPISTLE REQUIRED OF HIM; AND THAT WHEN HE WAS THENCE IN DANGER OF PERISHING, HE WAS SAVED BY CAIUS BEING DEAD HIMSELF, BEFORE HE HAD PUT HIM TO DEATH. 
2. NAY, CAIUS'S MADNESS CAME TO THIS HEIGHT, THAT WHEN HE HAD A DAUGHTER BORN, HE CARRIED HER INTO THE CAPITOL, AND PUT HER UPON THE KNEES OF THE STATUE, AND SAID THAT THE CHILD WAS COMMON TO HIM AND TO JUPITER, AND DETERMINED THAT SHE HAD TWO FATHERS, BUT WHICH OF THESE FATHERS WERE THE GREATEST HE LEFT UNDETERMINED; AND YET MANKIND BORE HIM IN SUCH HIS PRANKS. HE ALSO GAVE LEAVE TO SLAVES TO ACCUSE THEIR MASTERS OF ANY CRIMES WHATSOEVER THEY PLEASED; FOR ALL SUCH ACCUSATIONS WERE TERRIBLE, BECAUSE THEY WERE IN GREAT PART MADE TO PLEASE HIM, AND AT HIS SUGGESTION, INSOMUCH THAT POLLUX, CLAUDIUS'S SLAVE, HAD THE BOLDNESS TO LAY AN ACCUSATION AGAINST CLAUDIUS HIMSELF; AND CAIUS WAS NOT ASHAMED TO BE PRESENT AT HIS TRIAL OF LIFE AND DEATH, TO HEAR THAT TRIAL OF HIS OWN UNCLE, IN HOPES OF BEING ABLE TO TAKE HIM OFF, ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT SUCCEED TO HIS MIND. BUT WHEN HE HAD FILLED THE WHOLE HABITABLE WORLD WHICH HE GOVERNED WITH FALSE ACCUSATIONS AND MISERIES, AND HAD OCCASIONED THE GREATEST INSULTS OF SLAVES AGAINST THEIR MASTERS, WHO INDEED IN A GREAT MEASURE RULED THEM, THERE WERE MANY SECRET PLOTS NOW LAID AGAINST HIM; SOME IN ANGER, AND IN ORDER FOR MEN TO REVENGE THEMSELVES, ON ACCOUNT OF THE MISERIES THEY HAD ALREADY UNDERGONE FROM HIM; AND OTHERS MADE ATTEMPTS UPON HIM, IN ORDER TO TAKE HIM OFF BEFORE THEY SHOULD FALL INTO SUCH GREAT MISERIES, WHILE HIS DEATH CAME VERY FORTUNATELY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE LAWS OF ALL MEN, AND HAD A GREAT INFLUENCE UPON THE PUBLIC WELFARE; AND THIS HAPPENED MOST HAPPILY FOR OUR NATION IN PARTICULAR, WHICH HAD ALMOST UTTERLY PERISHED IF HE HAD NOT BEEN SUDDENLY SLAIN. AND I CONFESS I HAVE A MIND TO GIVE A FULL ACCOUNT OF THIS MATTER PARTICULARLY, BECAUSE IT WILL AFFORD GREAT ASSURANCE OF THE POWER OF GOD, AND GREAT COMFORT TO THOSE THAT ARE UNDER AFFLICTIONS, AND WISE CAUTION TO THOSE WHO THINK THEIR HAPPINESS WILL NEVER END, NOR BRING THEM AT LENGTH TO THE MOST LASTING MISERIES, IF THEY DO NOT CONDUCT THEIR LIVES BY THE PRINCIPLES OF VIRTUE. 
3. NOW THERE WERE THREE SEVERAL CONSPIRACIES MADE IN ORDER TO TAKE OFF CAIUS, AND EACH OF THESE THREE WERE CONDUCTED BY EXCELLENT PERSONS. EMILIUS REGULUS, BORN AT CORDUBA IN SPAIN, GOT SOME MEN TOGETHER, AND WAS DESIROUS TO TAKE CAIUS OFF, EITHER BY THEM OR BY HIMSELF. ANOTHER CONSPIRACY THERE WAS LAID BY THEM, UNDER THE CONDUCT OF CHEREA CASSIUS, THE TRIBUNE [OF THE PRETORIAN BAND]. MINUCIANUS ANNINS WAS ALSO ONE OF GREAT CONSEQUENCE AMONG THOSE THAT WERE PREPARED TO OPPOSE HIS TYRANNY. NOW THE SEVERAL OCCASIONS OF THESE MEN'S SEVERAL HATRED AND CONSPIRACY AGAINST CAIUS WERE THESE: REGULUS HAD INDIGNATION AND HATRED AGAINST ALL INJUSTICE, FOR HE HAD A MIND NATURALLY ANGRY, AND BOLD, AND FREE, WHICH MADE HIM NOT CONCEAL HIS COUNSELS; SO HE COMMUNICATED THEM TO MANY OF HIS FRIENDS, AND TO OTHERS WHO SEEMED TO HIM PERSONS OF ACTIVITY AND VIGOR: MINUCIANUS ENTERED INTO THIS CONSPIRACY, BECAUSE OF THE INJUSTICE DONE TO LEPIDUS HIS PARTICULAR FRIEND, AND ONE OF THE BEST CHARACTER OF ALL THE CITIZENS, WHOM CAIUS HAD SLAIN, AS ALSO BECAUSE HE WAS AFRAID OF HIMSELF, SINCE CAIUS'S WRATH TENDED TO THE SLAUGHTER OF ALL ALIKE: AND FOR CHEREA, HE CAME IN, BECAUSE HE THOUGHT IT A DEED WORTHY OF A FREE INGENUOUS MAN TO KILL CAIUS, AND WAS ASHAMED OF THE REPROACHES HE LAY UNDER FROM CAIUS, AS THOUGH HE WERE A COWARD; AS ALSO BECAUSE HE WAS HIMSELF IN DANGER EVERY DAY FROM HIS FRIENDSHIP WITH HIM, AND THE OBSERVANCE HE PAID HIM. THESE MEN PROPOSED THIS ATTEMPT TO ALL THE REST THAT WERE CONCERNED, WHO SAW THE INJURIES THAT WERE OFFERED THEM, AND WERE DESIROUS THAT CAIUS'S SLAUGHTER MIGHT SUCCEED BY THEIR MUTUAL ASSISTANCE OF ONE ANOTHER, AND THEY MIGHT THEMSELVES ESCAPE BEING KILLED BY THE TAKING OFF CAIUS; THAT PERHAPS THEY SHOULD GAIN THEIR POINT; AND THAT IT WOULD BE A HAPPY THING, IF THEY SHOULD GAIN IT, TO APPROVE THEMSELVES TO SO MANY EXCELLENT PERSONS, AS EARNESTLY WISHED TO BE PARTAKERS WITH THEM IN THEIR DESIGN FOR THE DELIVERY OF THE CITY AND OF THE GOVERNMENT, EVEN AT THE HAZARD OF THEIR OWN LIVES. BUT STILL CHEREA WAS THE MOST ZEALOUS OF THEM ALL, BOTH OUT OF A DESIRE OF GETTING HIMSELF THE GREATEST NAME, AND ALSO BY REASON OF HIS ACCESS TO CAIUS'S PRESENCE WITH LESS DANGER, BECAUSE HE WAS TRIBUNE, AND COULD THEREFORE THE MORE EASILY KILL HIM. 
4. NOW AT THIS TIME CAME ON THE HORSE-RACES [CIRCENSIAN GAMES]; THE VIEW OF WHICH GAMES WAS EAGERLY DESIRED BY THE PEOPLE OF ROME, FOR THEY COME WITH GREAT ALACRITY INTO THE HIPPODROME [CIRCUS] AT SUCH TIMES, AND PETITION THEIR EMPERORS, IN GREAT MULTITUDES, FOR WHAT THEY STAND IN NEED OF; WHO USUALLY DID NOT THINK FIT TO DENY THEM THEIR REQUESTS, BUT READILY AND GRATEFULLY GRANTED THEM. ACCORDINGLY, THEY MOST IMPORTUNATELY DESIRED THAT CAIUS WOULD NOW EASE THEM IN THEIR TRIBUTES, AND ABATE SOMEWHAT OF THE RIGOR OF THEIR TAXES IMPOSED UPON THEM; BUT HE WOULD NOT HEAR THEIR PETITION; AND WHEN THEIR CLAMORS INCREASED, HE SENT SOLDIERS SOME ONE WAY AND SOME ANOTHER, AND GAVE ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD LAY HOLD ON THOSE THAT MADE THE CLAMORS, AND WITHOUT ANY MORE ADO BRING THEM OUT, AND PUT THEM TO DEATH. THESE WERE CAIUS'S COMMANDS, AND THOSE WHO WERE COMMANDED EXECUTED THE SAME; AND THE NUMBER OF THOSE WHO WERE SLAIN ON THIS OCCASION WAS VERY GREAT. NOW THE PEOPLE SAW THIS, AND BORE IT SO FAR, THAT THEY LEFT OFF CLAMORING, BECAUSE THEY SAW WITH THEIR OWN EYES THAT THIS PETITION TO BE RELIEVED, AS TO THE PAYMENT OF THEIR MONEY, BROUGHT IMMEDIATE DEATH UPON THEM. THESE THINGS MADE CHEREA MORE RESOLUTE TO GO ON WITH HIS PLOT, IN ORDER TO PUT AN END TO THIS BARBARITY OF CAIUS AGAINST MEN. HE THEN AT SEVERAL TIMES THOUGHT TO FALL UPON CAIUS, EVEN AS HE WAS FEASTING; YET DID HE RESTRAIN HIMSELF BY SOME CONSIDERATIONS; NOT THAT HE HAD ANY DOUBT ON HIM ABOUT KILLING HIM, BUT AS WATCHING FOR A PROPER SEASON, THAT THE ATTEMPT MIGHT NOT BE FRUSTRATED, BUT THAT HE MIGHT GIVE THE BLOW SO AS MIGHT CERTAINLY GAIN HIS PURPOSE. 
5. CHEREA HAD BEEN IN THE ARMY A LONG TIME, YET WAS HE NOT PLEASED WITH CONVERSING SO MUCH WITH CAIUS. BUT CAIUS HAD SET HIM TO REQUIRE THE TRIBUTES, AND OTHER DUES, WHICH, WHEN NOT PAID IN DUE TIME, WERE FORFEITED TO CAESAR'S TREASURY; AND HE HAD MADE SOME DELAYS IN REQUIRING THEM, BECAUSE THOSE BURDENS HAD BEEN DOUBLED, AND HAD RATHER INDULGED HIS OWN MILD DISPOSITION THAN PERFORMED CAIUS'S COMMAND; NAY, INDEED, BE PROVOKED CAIUS TO ANGER BY HIS SPARING MEN, AND PITYING THE HARD FORTUNES OF THOSE FROM WHOM HE DEMANDED THE TAXES; AND CAIUS UPBRAIDED HIM WITH HIS SLOTH AND EFFEMINACY IN BEING SO LONG ABOUT COLLECTING THE TAXES. AND INDEED, HE DID NOT ONLY AFFRONT HIM IN OTHER RESPECTS, BUT WHEN HE GAVE HIM THE WATCHWORD OF THE DAY, TO WHOM IT WAS TO BE GIVEN BY HIS PLACE, HE GAVE HIM FEMININE WORDS, AND THOSE OF A NATURE VERY REPROACHFUL; AND THESE WATCHWORDS HE GAVE OUT, AS HAVING BEEN INITIATED IN THE SECRETS OF CERTAIN MYSTERIES, WHICH HE HAD BEEN HIMSELF THE AUTHOR OF. NOW ALTHOUGH HE HAD SOMETIMES PUT ON WOMEN'S CLOTHES, AND HAD BEEN WRAPT IN SOME EMBROIDERED GARMENTS TO THEM BELONGING, AND DONE A GREAT MANY OTHER THINGS, IN ORDER TO MAKE THE COMPANY MISTAKE HIM FOR A WOMAN; YET DID HE, BY WAY OF REPROACH, OBJECT THE LIKE WOMANISH BEHAVIOR TO CHEREA. BUT WHEN CHEREA RECEIVED THE WATCHWORD FROM HIM, HE HAD INDIGNATION AT IT, BUT HAD GREATER INDIGNATION AT THE DELIVERY OF IT TO OTHERS, AS BEING LAUGHED AT BY THOSE THAT RECEIVED IT; INSOMUCH THAT HIS FELLOW TRIBUNES MADE HIM THE SUBJECT OF THEIR DROLLERY; FOR THEY WOULD FORETELL THAT HE WOULD BRING THEM SOME OF HIS USUAL WATCHWORDS WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO TAKE THE WATCHWORD FROM CAESAR, AND WOULD THEREBY MAKE HIM RIDICULOUS; ON WHICH ACCOUNTS HE TOOK THE COURAGE OF ASSUMING CERTAIN PARTNERS TO HIM, AS HAVING JUST REASONS FOR HIS INDIGNATION AGAINST CAIUS. NOW THERE WAS ONE POMPEDIUS, A SENATOR, AND ONE WHO HAD GONE THROUGH ALMOST ALL POSTS IN THE GOVERNMENT, BUT OTHERWISE AN EPICUREAN, AND FOR THAT REASON LOVED TO LEAD AN INACTIVE LIFE. NOW TIMIDIUS, AN ENEMY OF HIS, HAD INFORMED CAIUS THAT HE HAD USED INDECENT REPROACHES AGAINST HIM, AND HE MADE USE OF QUINTILIA FOR A WITNESS TO THEM; A WOMAN SHE WAS MUCH BELOVED BY MANY THAT FREQUENTED THE THEATER, AND PARTICULARLY BY POMPEDIUS, ON ACCOUNT OF HER GREAT BEAUTY. NOW THIS WOMAN THOUGHT IT A HORRIBLE THING TO ATTEST TO AN ACCUSATION THAT TOUCHED THE LIFE OF HER LOVER, WHICH WAS ALSO A LIE. TIMIDIUS, HOWEVER, WANTED TO HAVE HER BROUGHT TO THE TORTURE. CAIUS WAS IRRITATED AT THIS REPROACH UPON HIM, AND COMMANDED CHEREA, WITHOUT ANY DELAY, TO TORTURE QUINTILIA, AS HE USED TO EMPLOY CHEREA IN SUCH BLOODY MATTERS, AND THOSE THAT REQUIRED THE TORTURE, BECAUSE HE THOUGHT HE WOULD DO IT THE MORE BARBAROUSLY, IN ORDER TO AVOID THAT IMPUTATION OF EFFEMINACY WHICH HE HAD LAID UPON HIM. BUT QUINTILIA, WHEN SHE WAS BROUGHT TO THE RACK, TROD UPON THE FOOT OF ONE OF HER ASSOCIATES, AND LET HIM KNOW THAT HE MIGHT BE OF GOOD COURAGE, AND NOT BE AFRAID OF THE CONSEQUENCE OF HER TORTURES, FOR THAT SHE WOULD BEAR THEM WITH MAGNANIMITY. CHEREA TORTURED THIS WOMAN AFTER A CRUEL MANNER; UNWILLINGLY INDEED, BUT BECAUSE HE COULD NOT HELP IT. HE THEN BROUGHT HER, WITHOUT BEING IN THE LEAST MOVED AT WHAT SHE HAD SUFFERED, INTO THE PRESENCE OF CAIUS, AND THAT IN SUCH A STATE AS WAS SAD TO BEHOLD; AND CAIUS, BEING SOMEWHAT AFFECTED WITH THE SIGHT OF QUINTILIA, WHO HAD HER BODY MISERABLY DISORDERED BY THE PAINS SHE HAD UNDERGONE, FREED BOTH HER AND POMPEDIUS OF THE CRIME LAID TO THEIR CHARGE. HE ALSO GAVE HER MONEY TO MAKE HER AN HONORABLE AMENDS, AND COMFORT HER FOR THAT MAIMING OF HER BODY WHICH SHE HAD SUFFERED, AND FOR HER GLORIOUS PATIENCE UNDER SUCH INSUFFERABLE TORMENTS. 
6. THIS MATTER SORELY GRIEVED CHEREA, AS HAVING BEEN THE CAUSE, AS FAR AS HE COULD, OR THE INSTRUMENT, OF THOSE MISERIES TO MEN, WHICH SEEMED WORTHY OF CONSOLATION TO CAIUS HIMSELF; ON WHICH ACCOUNT HE SAID TO CLEMENT AND TO PAPINIUS, (OF WHOM CLEMENT WAS GENERAL OF THE ARMY, AND PAPINIUS WAS A TRIBUNE,) "TO BE SURE, O CLEMENT, WE HAVE NO WAY FAILED IN OUR GUARDING THE EMPEROR; FOR AS TO THOSE THAT HAVE MADE CONSPIRACIES AGAINST HIS GOVERNMENT, SOME HAVE BEEN SLAIN BY OUR CARE AND PAINS, AND SOME HAVE BEEN BY US TORTURED, AND THIS TO SUCH A DEGREE, THAT HE HATH HIMSELF PITIED THEM. HOW GREAT THEN IS OUR VIRTUE IN SUBMITTING TO CONDUCT HIS ARMIES!" CLEMENT HELD HIS PEACE, BUT SHOWED THE SHAME HE WAS UNDER IN OBEYING CAIUS'S ORDERS, BOTH BY HIS EYES AND HIS BLUSHING COUNTENANCE, WHILE HE THOUGHT IT BY NO MEANS RIGHT TO ACCUSE THE EMPEROR IN EXPRESS WORDS, LEST THEIR OWN SAFETY SHOULD BE ENDANGERED THEREBY. UPON WHICH CHEREA TOOK COURAGE, AND SPAKE TO HIM WITHOUT FEAR OF THE DANGERS THAT WERE BEFORE HIM, AND DISCOURSED LARGELY OF THE SORE CALAMITIES UNDER WHICH THE CITY AND THE GOVERNMENT THEN LABORED, AND SAID, "WE MAY INDEED PRETEND IN WORDS THAT CAIUS IS THE PERSON UNTO WHOM THE CAUSE OF SUCH MISERIES OUGHT TO BE IMPUTED; BUT, IN THE OPINION OF SUCH AS ARE ABLE TO JUDGE UPRIGHTLY, IT IS I, O CLEMENT! AND THIS PAPINIUS, AND BEFORE US THOU THYSELF, WHO BRING THESE TORTURES UPON THE ROMANS, AND UPON ALL MANKIND. IT IS NOT DONE BY OUR BEING SUBSERVIENT TO THE COMMANDS OF CAIUS, BUT IT IS DONE BY OUR OWN CONSENT; FOR WHEREAS IT IS IN OUR POWER TO PUT AN END TO THE LIFE OF THIS MAN, WHO HATH SO TERRIBLY INJURED THE CITIZENS AND HIS SUBJECTS, WE ARE HIS GUARD IN MISCHIEF, AND HIS EXECUTIONERS INSTEAD OF HIS SOLDIERS, AND ARE THE INSTRUMENTS OF HIS CRUELTY. WE BEAR THESE WEAPONS, NOT FOR OUR LIBERTY, NOT FOR THE ROMAN GOVERNMENT, BUT ONLY FOR HIS PRESERVATION, WHO HATH ENSLAVED BOTH THEIR BODIES AND THEIR MINDS; AND WE ARE EVERY DAY POLLUTED WITH THE BLOOD THAT WE SHED, AND THE TORMENTS WE INFLICT UPON OTHERS; AND THIS WE DO, TILL SOMEBODY BECOMES CAIUS'S INSTRUMENT IN BRINGING THE LIKE MISERIES UPON OURSELVES. NOR DOES HE THUS EMPLOY US BECAUSE HE HATH A KINDNESS FOR US, BUT RATHER BECAUSE HE HATH A SUSPICION OF US, AS ALSO BECAUSE WHEN ABUNDANCE MORE HAVE BEEN KILLED, (FOR CAIUS WILL SET NO BOUNDS TO HIS WRATH, SINCE HE AIMS TO DO ALL, NOT OUT OF REGARD TO JUSTICE, BUT TO HIS OWN PLEASURE,) WE SHALL ALSO OURSELVES BE EXPOSED TO HIS CRUELTY; WHEREAS WE OUGHT TO BE THE MEANS OF CONFIRMING THE SECURITY AND LIBERTY OF ALL, AND AT THE SAME TIME TO RESOLVE TO FREE OURSELVES FROM DANGERS. 
7. HEREUPON CLEMENT OPENLY COMMENDED CHEREA'S INTENTIONS, BUT BID HIM HOLD HIS TONGUE; FOR THAT IN CASE HIS WORDS SHOULD GET OUT AMONG MANY, AND SUCH THINGS SHOULD BE SPREAD ABROAD AS WERE FIT TO BE CONCEALED, THE PLOT WOULD COME TO BE DISCOVERED BEFORE IT WAS EXECUTED, AND THEY SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO PUNISHMENT; BUT THAT THEY SHOULD LEAVE ALL TO FUTURITY, AND THE HOPE WHICH THENCE AROSE, THAT SOME FORTUNATE EVENT WOULD COME TO THEIR ASSISTANCE; THAT, AS FOR HIMSELF, HIS AGE WOULD NOT PERMIT HIM TO MAKE ANY ATTEMPT IN THAT CASE. "HOWEVER, ALTHOUGH PERHAPS I COULD SUGGEST WHAT MAY BE SAFER THAN WHAT THOU, CHEREA, HAST CONTRIVED AND SAID, YET TROW IS IT POSSIBLE FOR ANY ONE TO SUGGEST WHAT IS MORE FOR THY REPUTATION?" SO CLEMENT WENT HIS WAY HOME, WITH DEEP REFLECTIONS ON WHAT HE HAD HEARD, AND WHAT HE HAD HIMSELF SAID. CHEREA ALSO WAS UNDER A CONCERN, AND WENT QUICKLY TO CORNELIUS SABINUS, WHO WAS HIMSELF ONE OF THE TRIBUNES, AND WHOM HE OTHERWISE KNEW TO BE A WORTHY MAN, AND A LOVER OF LIBERTY, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT VERY UNEASY AT THE PRESENT MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS, HE BEING DESIROUS TO COME IMMEDIATELY TO THE EXECUTION OF WHAT HAD BEEN DETERMINED, AND THINKING IT RIGHT FOR HIM TO PROPOSE IT TO THE OTHER, AND AFRAID LEST CLEMENT SHOULD DISCOVER THEM, AND BESIDES LOOKING UPON DELAYS AND PUTTINGS OFF TO BE THE NEXT TO DESISTING FROM THE ENTERPRISE. 
8. BUT AS ALL WAS AGREEABLE TO SABINUS, WHO HAD HIMSELF, EQUALLY WITHOUT CHEREA, THE SAME DESIGN, BUT HAD BEEN SILENT FOR WANT OF A PERSON TO WHOM HE COULD SAFELY COMMUNICATE THAT DESIGN; SO HAVING NOW MET WITH ONE, WHO NOT ONLY PROMISED TO CONCEAL WHAT HE HEARD, BUT WHO HAD ALREADY OPENED HIS MIND TO HIM, HE WAS MUCH MORE ENCOURAGED, AND DESIRED OF CHEREA THAT NO DELAY MIGHT BE MADE THEREIN. ACCORDINGLY THEY WENT TO MINUCIANUS, WHO WAS AS VIRTUOUS A MAN, AND AS ZEALOUS TO DO GLORIOUS ACTIONS, AS THEMSELVES, AND SUSPECTED BY CAIUS ON OCCASION OF THE SLAUGHTER OF LEPIDUS; FOR MINUCIANUS AND LEPIDUS WERE INTIMATE FRIENDS, AND BOTH IN FEAR OF THE DANGERS THAT THEY WERE UNDER; FOR CAIUS WAS TERRIBLE TO ALL THE GREAT MEN, AS APPEARING READY TO ACT A MAD PART TOWARDS EACH OF THEM IN PARTICULAR, AND TOWARDS ALL OF: THEM IN GENERAL; AND THESE MEN WERE AFRAID OF ONE ANOTHER, WHILE THEY WERE YET UNEASY AT THE POSTURE OF AFFAIRS, BUT AVOIDED TO DECLARE THEIR MIND AND THEIR HATRED AGAINST CAIUS TO ONE ANOTHER, OUT OF FEAR OF THE DANGERS THEY MIGHT BE IN THEREBY, ALTHOUGH THEY PERCEIVED BY OTHER MEANS THEIR MUTUAL HATRED AGAINST CAIUS, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT WERE NOT AVERSE TO A MUTUAL KINDNESS ONE TOWARDS ANOTHER. 
9. WHEN MINUETANUS AND CHEREA HAD MET TOGETHER, AND SALUTED ONE ANOTHER, (AS THEY HAD BEEN USED ON FORMER CONVERSATIONS TO GIVE THE UPPER HAND TO MINUCIANUS, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF HIS EMINENT DIGNITY, FOR HE WAS THE NOBLEST OF ALL THE CITIZENS, AND HIGHLY COMMENDED BY ALL MEN, ESPECIALLY WHEN HE MADE SPEECHES TO THEM,) MINUETANUS BEGAN FIRST, AND ASKED CHEREA, WHAT WAS THE WATCHWORD HE HAD RECEIVED THAT DAY FROM CAIUS; FOR THE AFFRONT WHICH WAS OFFERED CHEREA, IN GIVING THE WATCHWORDS, WAS FAMOUS OVER THE CITY. BUT CHEREA MADE NO DELAY SO LONG AS TO REPLY TO THAT QUESTION, OUT OF THE JOY HE HAD THAT MINUEIANUS WOULD HAVE SUCH CONFIDENCE IN HIM AS TO DISCOURSE WITH HIM. "BUT DO THOU," SAID HE, "GIVE ME THE WATCHWORD OF LIBERTY. AND I RETURN THEE MY THANKS THAT THOU HAST SO GREATLY ENCOURAGED ME TO EXERT MYSELF AFTER AN EXTRAORDINARY MANNER; NOR DO I STAND IN NEED OF MANY WORDS TO ENCOURAGE ME, SINCE BOTH THOU AND I ARE OF THE SAME MIND, AND PARTAKERS OF THE SAME RESOLUTIONS, AND THIS BEFORE WE HAVE CONFERRED TOGETHER. I HAVE INDEED BUT ONE SWORD, GIRT ON, BUT THIS ONE WILL SERVE US BOTH. COME ON, THEREFORE, LET US SET ABOUT THE WORK. DO THOU GO FIRST, IF THOU HAST A MIND, AND BID ME FOLLOW THEE; OR ELSE I WILL GO FIRST, AND THOU SHALT ASSIST ME, AND WE WILL ASSIST ONE ANOTHER, AND TRUST ONE ANOTHER. NOR IS THERE A NECESSITY FOR EVEN ONE SWORD TO SUCH AS HAVE A MIND DISPOSED TO SUCH WORKS, BY WHICH MIND THE SWORD USES TO BE SUCCESSFUL. I AM ZEALOUS ABOUT THIS ACTION, NOR AM I SOLICITOUS WHAT I MAY MYSELF UNDERGO; FOR I CAN NOT AT LEISURE TO CONSIDER THE DANGERS THAT MAY COME UPON MYSELF, SO DEEPLY AM I TROUBLED AT THE SLAVERY OUR ONCE FREE COUNTRY IS NOW UNDER, AND AT THE CONTEMPT CAST UPON OUR EXCELLENT LAWS, AND AT THE DESTRUCTION WHICH HANGS OVER ALL MEN, BY THE MEANS OF CAIUS. I WISH THAT I MAY BE JUDGED BY THEE, AND THAT THOU MAYST ESTEEM ME WORTHY OF CREDIT IN THESE MATTERS, SEEING WE ARE BOTH OF THE SAME OPINION, AND THERE IS HEREIN NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN US." 
10. WHEN MINUCIANUS SAW THE VEHEMENCY WITH WHICH CHEREA DELIVERED HIMSELF, HE GLADLY EMBRACED HIM, AND ENCOURAGED HIM IN HIS BOLD ATTEMPT, COMMENDING HIM, AND EMBRACING HIM; SO HE LET HIM GO WITH HIS GOOD WISHES; AND SOME AFFIRM THAT HE THEREBY CONFIRMED MINUCLANUS IN THE PROSECUTION OF WHAT HAD BEEN AGREED AMONG THEM; FOR AS CHEREA ENTERED INTO THE COURT, THE REPORT RUNS, THAT A VOICE CAME FROM AMONG THE MULTITUDE TO ENCOURAGE HIM, WHICH BID HIM FINISH WHAT HE WAS ABOUT, AND TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY THAT PROVIDENCE AFFORDED; AND THAT CHEREA AT FIRST SUSPECTED THAT SOME ONE OF THE CONSPIRATORS HAD BETRAYED HIM, AND HE WAS CAUGHT, BUT AT LENGTH PERCEIVED THAT IT WAS BY WAY OF EXHORTATION. WHETHER SOMEBODY THAT WAS CONSCIOUS OF WHAT HE WAS ABOUT, GAVE A SIGNAL FOR HIS ENCOURAGEMENT, OR WHETHER IT WAS GOD HIMSELF, WHO LOOKS UPON THE ACTIONS OF MEN, THAT ENCOURAGED HIM TO GO ON BOLDLY IN HIS DESIGN, IS UNCERTAIN. THE PLOT WAS NOW COMMUNICATED TO A GREAT MANY, AND THEY WERE ALL IN THEIR ARMOR; SOME OF THE CONSPIRATORS BEING SENATORS, AND SOME OF THE EQUESTRIAN ORDER, AND AS MANY OF THE SOLDIERY AS WERE MADE ACQUAINTED WITH IT; FOR THERE WAS NOT ONE OF THEM WHO WOULD NOT RECKON IT A PART OF HIS HAPPINESS TO KILL CAIUS; AND ON THAT ACCOUNT THEY WERE ALL VERY ZEALOUS IN THE AFFAIR, BY WHAT MEANS SOEVER ANY ONE COULD COME AT IT, THAT HE MIGHT NOT BE BEHINDHAND IN THESE VIRTUOUS DESIGNS, BUT MIGHT BE READY WITH ALL HIS ALACRITY OR POWER, BOTH BY WORDS AND ACTIONS, TO COMPLETE THIS SLAUGHTER OF A TYRANT. AND BESIDES THESE, CALLISTUS ALSO, WHO WAS A FREED-MAN OF CAIUS, AND WAS THE ONLY MAN THAT HAD ARRIVED AT THE GREATEST DEGREE OF POWER UNDER HIM, - SUCH A POWER, INDEED, AS WAS IN A MANNER EQUAL TO THE POWER OF THE TYRANT HIMSELF, BY THE DREAD THAT ALL MEN HAD OF HIM, AND BY THE GREAT RICHES HE HAD ACQUIRED; FOR HE TOOK BRIBES MOST PLENTEOUSLY, AND COMMITTED INJURIES WITHOUT BOUNDS, AND WAS MORE EXTRAVAGANT IN THE USE OF HIS POWER IN UNJUST PROCEEDINGS THAN ANY OTHER. HE ALSO KNEW THE DISPOSITION OF CAIUS TO BE IMPLACABLE, AND NEVER TO BE TURNED FROM WHAT HE HAD RESOLVED ON. HE HAD WITHAL MANY OTHER REASONS WHY HE THOUGHT HIMSELF IN DANGER, AND THE VASTNESS OF HIS WEALTH WAS NOT ONE OF THE LEAST OF THEM; ON WHICH ACCOUNT HE PRIVATELY INGRATIATED HIMSELF WITH CLAUDIUS, AND TRANSFERRED HIS COURTSHIP TO HIM, OUT OF THIS HOPE, THAT IN CASE, UPON THE REMOVAL OF CAIUS, THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD COME TO HIM, HIS INTEREST IN SUCH CHANGES SHOULD LAY A FOUNDATION FOR HIS PRESERVING HIS DIGNITY UNDER HIM, SINCE HE LAID IN BEFOREHAND A STOCK OF MERIT, AND DID CLAUDIUS GOOD OFFICES IN HIS PROMOTION. HE HAD ALSO THE BOLDNESS TO PRETEND THAT HE HAD BEEN PERSUADED TO MAKE AWAY WITH CLAUDIUS, BY POISONING HIM, BUT HAD STILL INVENTED TEN THOUSAND EXCUSES FOR DELAYING TO DO IT. BUT IT SEEMS PROBABLE TO ME THAT CALLISTUS ONLY COUNTERFEITED THIS, IN ORDER TO INGRATIATE HIMSELF WITH CLAUDIUS; FOR IF CAIUS HAD BEEN IN EARNEST RESOLVED TO TAKE OFF CLAUDIUS, HE WOULD NOT HAVE ADMITTED OF CALLISTUS'S EXCUSES; NOR WOULD CALLISTUS, IF HE HAD BEEN ENJOINED TO DO SUCH AN ACT AS WAS DESIRED BY CAIUS, HAVE PUT IT OFF; NOR IF HE HAD DISOBEYED THOSE INJUNCTIONS OF HIS MASTER, HAD HE ESCAPED IMMEDIATE PUNISHMENT; WHILE CLAUDIUS WAS PRESERVED FROM THE MADNESS OF CAIUS BY A CERTAIN DIVINE PROVIDENCE, AND CALLISTUS PRETENDED TO SUCH A PIECE OF MERIT AS HE NO WAY DESERVED. 
11. HOWEVER, THE EXECUTION OF CHEREA'S DESIGNS WAS PUT OFF FROM DAY TO DAY, BY THE SLOTH OF MANY THEREIN CONCERNED; FOR AS TO CHEREA HIMSELF, HE WOULD NOT WILLINGLY MAKE ANY DELAY IN THAT EXECUTION, THINKING EVERY TIME A FIT TIME FOR IT; FOR FREQUENT OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED THEMSELVES; AS WHEN CAIUS WENT UP TO THE CAPITOL TO SACRIFICE FOR HIS DAUGHTER, OR WHEN HE STOOD UPON HIS ROYAL PALACE, AND THREW GOLD AND SILVER PIECES OF MONEY AMONG THE PEOPLE, HE MIGHT BE PUSHED DOWN HEADLONG, BECAUSE THE TOP OF THE PALACE, THAT LOOKS TOWARDS THE MARKET-PLACE, WAS VERY HIGH; AND ALSO WHEN HE CELEBRATED THE MYSTERIES, WHICH HE HAD APPOINTED AT THAT TIME; FOR HE WAS THEN NO WAY SECLUDED FROM THE PEOPLE, BUT SOLICITOUS TO DO EVERY THING CAREFULLY AND DECENTLY, AND WAS FREE FROM ALL SUSPICION THAT HE SHOULD BE THEN ASSAULTED BY ANY BODY; AND ALTHOUGH THE GODS SHOULD AFFORD HIM NO DIVINE ASSISTANCE TO ENABLE HIM TO TAKE AWAY HIS LIFE, YET HAD HE STRENGTH HIMSELF SUFFICIENT TO DISPATCH CAIUS, EVEN WITHOUT A SWORD. THUS WAS CHOREA ANGRY AT HIS FELLOW CONSPIRATORS, FOR FEAR THEY SHOULD SUFFER A PROPER OPPORTUNITY TO PASS BY; AND THEY WERE THEMSELVES SENSIBLE THAT HE HAD JUST CAUSE TO BE ANGRY AT THEM, AND THAT HIS EAGERNESS WAS FOR THEIR ADVANTAGE; YET DID THEY DESIRE HE WOULD HAVE A LITTLE LONGER PATIENCE, LEST, UPON ANY DISAPPOINTMENT THEY MIGHT MEET WITH, THEY SHOULD PUT THE CITY INTO DISORDER, AND AN INQUISITION SHOULD BE MADE AFTER THE CONSPIRACY, AND SHOULD RENDER THE COURAGE OF THOSE THAT WERE TO ATTACK CAIUS WITHOUT SUCCESS, WHILE HE WOULD THEN SECURE HIMSELF MORE CAREFULLY THAN EVER AGAINST THEM; THAT IT WOULD THEREFORE BE THE BEST TO SET ABOUT THE WORK WHEN THE SHOWS WERE EXHIBITED IN THE PALACE. THESE SHOWS WERE ACTED IN HONOR OF THAT CAESAR WHO FIRST OF ALL CHANGED THE POPULAR GOVERNMENT, AND TRANSFERRED IT TO HIMSELF; GALLERIES BEING FIXED BEFORE THE PALACE, WHERE THE ROMANS THAT WERE PATRICIANS BECAME SPECTATORS, TOGETHER WITH THEIR CHILDREN AND THEIR WIVES, AND CAESAR HIMSELF WAS TO BE ALSO A SPECTATOR; AND THEY RECKONED, AMONG THOSE MANY TEN THOUSANDS WHO WOULD THERE BE CROWDED INTO A NARROW COMPASS, THEY SHOULD HAVE A FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE THEIR ATTEMPT UPON HIM AS HE CAME IN, BECAUSE HIS GUARDS THAT SHOULD PROTECT HIM, IF ANY OF THEM SHOULD HAVE A MIND TO DO IT, WOULD NOT HERE BE ABLE TO GIVE HIM ANY ASSISTANCE. 
12. CHEREA CONSENTED TO THIS DELAY; AND WHEN THE SHOWS WERE EXHIBITED, IT WAS RESOLVED TO DO THE WORK THE FIRST DAY. BUT FORTUNE, WHICH ALLOWED A FURTHER DELAY TO HIS SLAUGHTER, WAS TOO HARD FOR THEIR FOREGOING RESOLUTION; AND AS THREE DAYS OF THE REGULAR TIMES FOR THESE SHOWS WERE NOW OVER, THEY HAD MUCH ADO TO GET THE BUSINESS DONE ON THE LAST DAY. THEN CHEREA CALLED THE CONSPIRATORS TOGETHER, AND SPOKE THUS TO THEM: "SO MUCH TIME PASSED AWAY WITHOUT EFFORT IS A REPROACH TO US, AS DELAYING TO GO THROUGH SUCH A VIRTUOUS DESIGN AS WE ARE ENGAGED IN; BUT MORE FATAL WILL THIS DELAY PROVE IF WE BE DISCOVERED, AND THE DESIGN BE FRUSTRATED; FOR CAIUS WILL THEN BECOME MORE-CRUEL IN HIS UNJUST PROCEEDINGS. DO WE NOT SEE HOW LONG WE DEPRIVE ALL OUR FRIENDS OF THEIR LIBERTY, AND GIVE CAIUS LEAVE STILL TO TYRANNIZE OVER THEM? WHILE WE OUGHT TO HAVE PROCURED THEM SECURITY FOR THE FUTURE, AND, BY LAYING A FOUNDATION FOR THE HAPPINESS OF OTHERS, GAIN TO OURSELVES GREAT ADMIRATION AND HONOR FOR ALL TIME TO COME." NOW WHILE THE CONSPIRATORS HAD NOTHING TOLERABLE TO SAY BY WAY OF CONTRADICTION, AND YET DID NOT QUITE RELISH WHAT THEY WERE DOING, BUT STOOD SILENT AND ASTONISHED, HE SAID FURTHER, "O MY BRAVE COMRADES! WHY DO WE MAKE SUCH DELAYS? DO NOT YOU SEE THAT THIS IS THE LAST DAY OF THESE SHOWS, AND THAT CAIUS IS ABOUT TO GO TO SEA? FOR HE IS PREPARING TO SAIL TO ALEXANDRIA, IN ORDER TO SEE EGYPT. IS IT THEREFORE FOR YOUR HONOR TO LET A MAN GO OUT OF YOUR HANDS WHO IS A REPROACH TO MANKIND, AND TO PERMIT HIM TO GO, AFTER A POMPOUS MANNER, TRIUMPHING BOTH AT LAND AND SEA? SHALL NOT WE BE JUSTLY ASHAMED OF OURSELVES, IF WE GIVE LEAVE TO SOME EGYPTIAN OR OTHER, WHO SHALL THINK HIS INJURIES INSUFFERABLE TO FREE-MEN, TO KILL HIM? AS FOR MYSELF, I WILL NO LONGER BEAR YOUR STOW PROCEEDINGS, BUT WILL EXPOSE MYSELF TO THE DANGERS OF THE ENTERPRISE THIS VERY DAY, AND BEAR CHEERFULLY WHATSOEVER SHALL BE THE CONSEQUENCE OF THE ATTEMPT; NOR, LET THEM BE EVER SO GREAT, WILL I PUT THEM OFF ANY LONGER: FOR, TO A WISE AND COURAGEOUS MAN, WHAT CAN BE MORE MISERABLE THAN THAT, WHILE I AM ALIVE, ANY ONE ELSE SHOULD KILL CAIUS, AND DEPRIVE ME OF THE HONOR OF SO VIRTUOUS AN ACTION?" 
13. WHEN CHEREA HAD SPOKEN THUS, HE ZEALOUSLY SET ABOUT THE WORK, AND INSPIRED COURAGE INTO THE REST TO GO ON WITH IT, AND THEY WERE ALL EAGER TO FALL TO IT WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY. SO HE WAS AT THE PALACE IN THE MORNING, WITH HIS EQUESTRIAN SWORD GIRT ON HIM; FOR IT WAS THE CUSTOM THAT THE TRIBUNES SHOULD ASK FOR THE WATCHWORD WITH THEIR SWORDS ON, AND THIS WAS THE DAY ON WHICH CHEREA WAS, BY CUSTOM, TO RECEIVE THE WATCHWORD; AND THE MULTITUDE WERE ALREADY COME TO THE PALACE, TO BE SOON ENOUGH FOR SEEING THE SHOWS, AND THAT IN GREAT CROWDS, AND ONE TUMULTUOUSLY CRUSHING ANOTHER, WHILE CAIUS WAS DELIGHTED WITH THIS EAGERNESS OF THE MULTITUDE; FOR WHICH REASON THERE WAS NO ORDER OBSERVED IN THE SEATING MEN, NOR WAS ANY PECULIAR PLACE APPOINTED FOR THE SENATORS, OR FOR THE EQUESTRIAN ORDER; BUT THEY SAT AT RANDOM, MEN AND WOMEN TOGETHER, AND FREE-MEN WERE MIXED WITH THE SLAVES. SO, CAIUS CAME OUT IN A SOLEMN MANNER, AND OFFERED SACRIFICE TO AUGUSTUS CAESAR, IN WHOSE HONOR INDEED THESE SHOWS WERE CELEBRATED. NOW IT HAPPENED, UPON THE FALL OF A CERTAIN PRIEST, THAT THE GARMENT OF ASPRENAS, A SENATOR, WAS FILLED WITH BLOOD, WHICH MADE CAIUS LAUGH, ALTHOUGH THIS WAS AN EVIDENT OMEN TO ASPRENAS, FOR HE WAS SLAIN AT THE SAME TIME WITH CAIUS. IT IS ALSO RELATED THAT CAIUS WAS THAT DAY, CONTRARY TO HIS USUAL CUSTOM, SO VERY AFFABLE AND GOODNATURED IN HIS CONVERSATION, THAT EVERY ONE OF THOSE THAT WERE PRESENT WERE ASTONISHED AT IT. AFTER THE SACRIFICE WAS OVER, CAIUS BETOOK HIMSELF TO SEE THE SHOWS, AND SAT DOWN FOR THAT PURPOSE, AS DID ALSO THE PRINCIPAL OF HIS FRIENDS SIT NEAR HIM. NOW THE PARTS OF THE THEATER WERE SO FASTENED TOGETHER, AS IT USED TO BE EVERY YEAR, IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING: IT HAD TWO DOORS, THE ONE DOOR LED TO THE OPEN AIR, THE OTHER WAS FOR GOING INTO, OR GOING OUT OF, THE CLOISTERS, THAT THOSE WITHIN THE THEATER MIGHT NOT BE THEREBY DISTURBED; BUT OUT OF ONE GALLERY THERE WENT AN INWARD PASSAGE, PARTED INTO PARTITIONS ALSO, WHICH LED INTO ANOTHER GALLERY, TO GIVE ROOM TO THE COMBATANTS AND TO THE MUSICIANS TO GO OUT AS OCCASION SERVED. WHEN THE MULTITUDE WERE SET DOWN, AND CHEREA, WITH THE OTHER TRIBUNES, WERE SET DOWN ALSO, AND THE RIGHT CORNER OF THE THEATER WAS ALLOTTED TO CAESAR, ONE VATINIUS, A SENATOR, COMMANDER OF THE PRAETORIAN BAND, ASKED OF CLUVIUS, ONE THAT SAT BY HIM, AND WAS OF CONSULAR DIGNITY ALSO, WHETHER HE HAD HEARD ANY THING OF NEWS, OR NOT? BUT TOOK CARE THAT NOBODY SHOULD HEAR WHAT HE SAID; AND WHEN CLUVIUS REPLIED, THAT HE HAD HEARD NO NEWS, "KNOW THEN," SAID VATINIUS, "THAT THE GAME OF THE SLAUGHTER OF TYRANTS IS TO BE PLAYED THIS DAV." BUT CLUVIUS REPLIED "O BRAVE COMRADE HOLD THY PEACE, LEST SOME OTHER OF THE ACHAIANS HEAR THY TALE." AND AS THERE WAS ABUNDANCE OF AUTUMNAL FRUIT THROWN AMONG THE SPECTATORS, AND A GREAT NUMBER OF BIRDS, THAT WERE OF GREAT VALUE TO SUCH AS POSSESSED THEM, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR RARENESS, CAIUS WAS PLEASED WITH THE BIRDS FIGHTING FOR THE FRUITS, AND WITH THE VIOLENCE WHEREWITH THE SPECTATORS SEIZED UPON THEM: AND HERE HE PERCEIVED TWO PRODIGIES THAT HAPPENED THERE; FOR AN ACTOR WAS INTRODUCED, BY WHOM A LEADER OF ROBBERS WAS CRUCIFIED, AND THE PANTOMIME BROUGHT IN A PLAY CALLED CINYRAS, WHEREIN HE HIMSELF WAS TO BE SLAIN, AS WELL AS HIS DAUGHTER MYRRHA, AND WHEREIN A GREAT DEAL OF FICTITIOUS BLOOD WAS SHED, BOTH ABOUT HIM THAT WAS CRUCIFIED, AND ALSO ABOUT CINYRAS. IT WAS ALSO CONFESSED THAT THIS WAS THE SAME DAY WHEREIN PAUSANIAS, A FRIEND OF PHILIP, THE SON OF AMYNTAS, WHO WAS KING OF MACEDONIA, SLEW HIM, AS HE WAS ENTERING INTO THE THEATER. AND NOW CAIUS WAS IN DOUBT WHETHER HE SHOULD TARRY TO THE END OF THE SHOWS, BECAUSE IT WAS THE LAST DAY, OR WHETHER HE SHOULD NOT GO FIRST TO THE BATH, AND TO DINNER, AND THEN RETURN AND SIT DOWN AS BEFORE. HEREUPON MINUCIANUS, WHO SAT OVER CAIUS, AND WAS AFRAID THAT THE OPPORTUNITY SHOULD FAIL THEM, GOT UP, BECAUSE HE SAW CHEREA WAS ALREADY GONE OUT, AND MADE HASTE OUT, TO CONFIRM HIM IN HIS RESOLUTION; BUT CAIUS TOOK HOLD OF HIS GARMENT, IN AN OBLIGING WAY, AND SAID TO HIM, "O BRAVE MAN! WHITHER ART THOU GOING?" WHEREUPON, OUT OF REVERENCE TO CAESAR, AS IT SEEMED, HE SAT DOWN AGAIN; BUT HIS FEAR PREVAILED OVER HIM, AND IN A LITTLE TIME HE GOT UP AGAIN, AND THEN CAIUS DID NO WAY OPPOSE HIS GOING OUT, AS THINKING THAT HE WENT OUT TO PERFORM SOME NECESSITIES OF NATURE. AND ASPRENAS, WHO WAS ONE OF THE CONFEDERATES, PERSUADED CAIUS TO GO OUT TO THE BATH, AND TO DINNER, AND THEN TO COME IN AGAIN, AS DESIROUS THAT WHAT HAD BEEN RESOLVED ON MIGHT BE BROUGHT TO A CONCLUSION IMMEDIATELY. 
14. SO CHEREA'S ASSOCIATES PLACED THEMSELVES IN ORDER, AS THE TIME WOULD PERMIT THEM, AND THEY WERE OBLIGED TO LABOR HARD, THAT THE PLACE WHICH WAS APPOINTED THEM SHOULD NOT BE LEFT BY THEM; BUT THEY HAD AN INDIGNATION AT THE TEDIOUSNESS OF THE DELAYS, AND THAT WHAT THEY WERE ABOUT SHOULD BE PUT OFF ANY LONGER, FOR IT WAS ALREADY ABOUT THE NINTH HOUR OF THE DAY; AND CHEREA, UPON CAIUS'S TARRYING SO LONG, HAD A GREAT MIND TO GO IN, AND FALL UPON HIM IN HIS SEAT, ALTHOUGH HE FORESAW THAT THIS COULD NOT BE DONE WITHOUT MUCH BLOODSHED, BOTH OF THE SENATORS, AND OF THOSE OF THE EQUESTRIAN ORDER THAT WERE PRESENT; AND ALTHOUGH HE KNEW THIS MUST HAPPEN, YET HAD HE A GREAT MIND TO DO SO, AS THINKING IT A RIGHT THING TO PROCURE SECURITY AND FREEDOM TO ALL, AT THE EXPENSE OF SUCH AS MIGHT PERISH AT THE SAME TIME. AND AS THEY WERE JUST GOING BACK INTO THE ENTRANCE TO THE THEATER, WORD WAS BROUGHT THEM THAT CAIUS WAS ARISEN, WHEREBY A TUMULT WAS MADE; HEREUPON THE CONSPIRATORS THRUST AWAY THE CROWD, UNDER PRETENSE AS IF CAIUS WAS ANGRY AT THEM, BUT IN REALITY, AS DESIROUS TO HAVE A QUIET PLACE, THAT SHOULD HAVE NONE IN IT TO DEFEND HIM, WHILE THEY SET ABOUT CAIUS'S SLAUGHTER. NOW CLAUDIUS, HIS UNCLE, WAS GONE OUT BEFORE, AND MARCUS VINICIUS HIS SISTER'S HUSBAND, AS ALSO VALELLUS OF ASIA; WHOM THOUGH THEY HAD HAD SUCH A MIND TO PUT OUT OF THEIR PLACES, THE REVERENCE TO THEIR DIGNITY HINDERED THEM SO TO DO; THEN FOLLOWED CAIUS, WITH PAULUS ARRUNTIUS: AND BECAUSE CAIUS WAS NOW GOTTEN WITHIN THE PALACE, HE LEFT THE DIRECT ROAD, ALONG WHICH THOSE HIS SERVANTS STOOD THAT WERE IN WAITING, AND BY WHICH ROAD CLAUDIUS HAD GONE OUT BEFORE, CAIUS TURNED ASIDE INTO A PRIVATE NARROW PASSAGE, IN ORDER TO GO TO THE PLACE FOR BATHING, AS ALSO IN ORDER TO TAKE A VIEW OF THE BOYS THAT CAME OUT OF ASIA, WHO WERE SENT THENCE, PARTLY TO SING HYMNS IN THESE MYSTERIES WHICH WERE NOW CELEBRATED, AND PARTLY TO DANCE IN THE PYRRHIC WAY OF DANCING UPON THE THEATRES. SO CHEREA MET HIM, AND ASKED HIM FOR THE WATCHWORD; UPON CAIUS'S GIVING HIM ONE OF HIS RIDICULOUS WORDS, HE IMMEDIATELY REPROACHED HIM, AND DREW HIS SWORD, AND GAVE HIM A TERRIBLE STROKE WITH IT, YET WAS NOT THIS STROKE MORTAL. AND ALTHOUGH THERE BE THOSE THAT SAY IT WAS SO CONTRIVED ON PURPOSE BY CHOREA, THAT CAIUS SHOULD NOT BE KILLED AT ONE BLOW, BUT SHOULD BE PUNISHED MORE SEVERELY BY A MULTITUDE OF WOUNDS; YET DOES THIS STORY APPEAR TO ME INCREDIBLE, BECAUSE THE FEAR MEN ARE UNDER IN SUCH ACTIONS DOES NOT ALLOW THEM TO USE THEIR REASON. AND IF CHEREA WAS OF THAT MIND, I ESTEEM HIM THE GREATEST OF ALL FOOLS, IN PLEASING HIMSELF IN HIS SPITE AGAINST CAIUS, RATHER THAN IMMEDIATELY PROCURING SAFETY TO HIMSELF AND TO HIS CONFEDERATES FROM THE DANGERS THEY WERE IN, BECAUSE THERE MIGHT MANY THINGS STILL HAPPEN FOR HELPING CAIUS'S ESCAPE, IF HE HAD NOT ALREADY GIVEN UP THE GHOST; FOR CERTAINLY CHEREA WOULD HAVE REGARD, NOT SO MUCH TO THE PUNISHMENT OF CAIUS, AS TO THE AFFLICTION HIMSELF AND HIS FRIENDS WERE IN, WHILE IT WAS IN HIS POWER, AFTER SUCH SUCCESS, TO KEEP SILENT, AND TO ESCAPE THE WRATH OF CAIUS'S DEFENDERS, AND NOT TO LEAVE IT TO UNCERTAINTY WHETHER HE SHOULD GAIN THE END HE AIMED AT OR NOT, AND AFTER AN UNREASONABLE MANNER TO ACT AS IF HE HAD A MIND TO RUIN HIMSELF, AND LOSE THE OPPORTUNITY THAT LAY BEFORE HIM. BUT EVERY BODY MAY GUESS AS HE PLEASE ABOUT THIS MATTER. HOWEVER, CAIUS WAS STAGGERED WITH THE PAIN THAT THE BLOW GAVE HIM; FOR THE STROKE OF THE SWORD FALLING IN THE MIDDLE, BETWEEN THE SHOULDER AND THE NECK, WAS HINDERED BY THE FIRST BONE OF THE BREAST FROM PROCEEDING ANY FURTHER. NOR DID HE EITHER CRY OUT, (IN SUCH ASTONISHMENT WAS HE,) NOR DID HE CALL OUT FOR ANY OF HIS FRIENDS; WHETHER IT WERE THAT HE HAD NO CONFIDENCE IN THEM, OR THAT HIS MIND WAS OTHERWISE DISORDERED, BUT HE GROANED UNDER THE PAIN HE ENDURED, AND PRESENTLY WENT FORWARD AND FLED; WHEN CORNELIUS SABINUS, WHO WAS ALREADY PREPARED IN HIS MIND SO TO DO, THRUST HIM DOWN UPON HIS KNEE, WHERE MANY OF THEM STOOD ROUND ABOUT HIM, AND STRUCK HIM WITH THEIR SWORDS; AND THEY CRIED OUT, AND ENCOURAGED ONE ANOTHER ALL AT ONCE TO STRIKE HIM AGAIN; BUT ALL AGREE THAT AQUILA GAVE HIM THE FINISHING STROKE, WHICH DIRECTLY KILLED HIM. BUT ONE MAY JUSTLY ASCRIBE THIS ACT TO CHEREA; FOR ALTHOUGH MANY CONCURRED IN THE ACT ITSELF, YET WAS HE THE FIRST CONTRIVER OF IT, AND BEGAN LONG BEFORE ALL THE REST TO PREPARE FOR IT, AND WAS THE FIRST MAN THAT BOLDLY SPOKE OF IT TO THE REST; AND UPON THEIR ADMISSION OF WHAT HE SAID ABOUT IT, HE GOT THE DISPERSED CONSPIRATORS TOGETHER; HE PREPARED EVERY THING AFTER A PRUDENT MANNER, AND BY SUGGESTING GOOD ADVICE, SHOWED HIMSELF FAR SUPERIOR TO THE REST, AND MADE OBLIGING SPEECHES TO THEM, INSOMUCH THAT HE EVEN COMPELLED THEM ALL TO GO ON, WHO OTHERWISE HAD NOT COURAGE ENOUGH FOR THAT PURPOSE; AND WHEN OPPORTUNITY SERVED TO USE HIS SWORD IN HAND, HE APPEARED FIRST OF ALL READY SO TO DO, AND GAVE THE FIRST BLOW IN THIS VIRTUOUS SLAUGHTER; HE ALSO BROUGHT CAIUS EASILY INTO THE POWER OF THE REST, AND ALMOST KILLED HIM HIMSELF, INSOMUCH THAT IT IS BUT JUST TO ASCRIBE ALL THAT THE REST DID TO THE ADVICE, AND BRAVERY, AND LABORS OF THE HANDS OF CHEREA. 
15. THUS DID CAIUS COME TO HIS END, AND LAY DEAD, BY THE MANY WOUNDS WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN HIM. NOW CHEREA AND HIS ASSOCIATES, UPON CAIUS'S SLAUGHTER, SAW THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO SAVE THEMSELVES, IF THEY SHOULD ALL GO THE SAME WAY, PARTLY ON ACCOUNT OF THE ASTONISHMENT THEY WERE UNDER; FOR IT WAS NO SMALL DANGER THEY HAD INCURRED BY KILLING AN EMPEROR, WHO WAS HONORED AND LOVED BY THE MADNESS OF THE PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY WHEN THE SOLDIERS WERE LIKELY TO MAKE A BLOODY INQUIRY AFTER HIS MURDERERS. THE PASSAGES ALSO WERE NARROW WHEREIN THE WORK WAS DONE, WHICH WERE ALSO CROWDED WITH A GREAT MULTITUDE OF CAIUS'S ATTENDANTS, AND OF SUCH OF THE SOLDIERS AS WERE OF THE EMPEROR'S GUARD THAT DAY; WHENCE IT WAS THAT THEY WENT BY OTHER WAYS, AND CAME TO THE HOUSE OF GERMANICUS, THE FATHER OF CAIUS, WHOM THEY HAD NOW KILLED (WHICH HOUSE ADJOINED TO THE PALACE; FOR WHILE THE EDIFICE WAS ONE, IT WAS BUILT IN ITS SEVERAL PARTS BY THOSE PARTICULAR PERSONS WHO HAD BEEN EMPERORS, AND THOSE PARTS BARE THE NAMES OF THOSE THAT BUILT THEM OR THE NAME OF HIM WHO HAD BEGUN TO BUILD ITS PARTS). SO, THEY GOT AWAY FROM THE INSULTS OF THE MULTITUDE, AND THEN WERE FOR THE PRESENT OUT OF DANGER, THAT IS, SO LONG AS THE MISFORTUNE WHICH HAD OVERTAKEN THE EMPEROR WAS NOT KNOWN. THE GERMANS WERE THE FIRST WHO PERCEIVED THAT CAIUS WAS SLAIN. THESE GERMANS WERE CAIUS'S GUARD, AND CARRIED THE NAME OF THE COUNTRY WHENCE THEY WERE CHOSEN, AND COMPOSED THE CELTIC LEGION. THE MEN OF THAT COUNTRY ARE NATURALLY PASSIONATE, WHICH IS COMMONLY THE TEMPER OF SOME OTHER OF THE BARBAROUS NATIONS ALSO, AS BEING NOT USED TO CONSIDER MUCH ABOUT WHAT THEY DO; THEY ARE OF ROBUST BODIES AND FALL UPON THEIR ENEMIES AS SOON AS EVER THEY ARE ATTACKED BY THEM; AND WHICH WAY SOEVER THEY GO, THEY PERFORM GREAT EXPLOITS. WHEN, THEREFORE, THESE GERMAN GUARDS UNDERSTOOD THAT CAIUS WAS SLAIN, THEY WERE VERY SORRY FOR IT, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT USE THEIR REASON IN JUDGING ABOUT PUBLIC AFFAIRS, BUT MEASURED ALL BY THE ADVANTAGES THEMSELVES RECEIVED, CAIUS BEING BELOVED BY THEM BECAUSE OF THE MONEY HE GAVE THEM, BY WHICH HE HAD PURCHASED THEIR KINDNESS TO HIM; SO, THEY DREW THEIR SWORDS, AND SABINUS LED THEM ON. HE WAS ONE OF THE TRIBUNES, NOT BY THE MEANS OF THE VIRTUOUS ACTIONS OF HIS PRO GENITORS, FOR HE BAD BEEN A GLADIATOR, BUT HE HAD OBTAINED THAT POST IN THE ARMY BY HIS HAVING A ROBUST BODY. SO, THESE GERMANS MARCHED ALONG THE HOUSES IN QUEST OF CAESAR'S MURDERERS, AND CUT ASPRENAS TO PIECES, BECAUSE HE WAS THE FIRST MAN THEY FELL UPON, AND WHOSE GARMENT IT WAS THAT THE BLOOD OF THE SACRIFICES STAINED, AS I HAVE SAID ALREADY, AND WHICH FORETOLD THAT THIS HIS MEETING THE SOLDIERS WOULD NOT BE FOR HIS GOOD. THEN DID NORBANUS MEET THEM, WHO WAS ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL NOBILITY OF AND COULD SHOW MANY GENERALS OF ARMIES AMONG HIS ANCESTORS; BUT THEY PAID NO REGARD TO HIS DIGNITY; YET WAS HE OF SUCH GREAT STRENGTH, THAT HE WRESTED THE SWORD OF THE FIRST OF THOSE THAT ASSAULTED HIM OUT OF HIS HANDS, AND APPEARED PLAINLY NOT TO BE WILLING TO DIE WITHOUT A STRUGGLE FOR HIS LIFE, UNTIL HE WAS SURROUNDED BY A GREAT NUMBER OF ASSAILANTS, AND DIED BY THE MULTITUDE OF THE WOUNDS WHICH THEY GAVE HIM. THE THIRD MAN WAS ANTEIUS, A SENATOR, AND A FEW OTHERS WITH HIM. HE DID NOT MEET WITH THESE GERMANS BY CHANCE, AS THE REST DID BEFORE, BUT CAME TO SHOW HIS HATRED TO CAIUS, AND BECAUSE HE LOVED TO SEE CAIUS LIE DEAD WITH HIS OWN EYES, AND TOOK A PLEASURE IN THAT SIGHT; FOR CAIUS HAD BANISHED ANTEIUS'S FATHER, WHO WAS OF THE SAME NAME WITH HIMSELF, AND BEING NOT SATISFIED WITH THAT, HE SENT OUT HIS SOLDIERS, AND SLEW HIM; SO HE WAS COME TO REJOICE AT THE SIGHT OF HIM, NOW HE WAS DEAD. BUT AS THE HOUSE WAS NOW ALL IN A TUMULT, WHEN HE WAS AIMING TO HIDE HIMSELF, HE COULD NOT ESCAPE THAT ACCURATE SEARCH WHICH THE GERMANS MADE, WHILE THEY BARBAROUSLY SLEW THOSE THAT WERE GUILTY, AND THOSE THAT WERE NOT GUILTY, AND THIS EQUALLY ALSO. AND THUS, WERE THESE [THREE] PERSONS SLAIN. 
16. BUT WHEN THE RUMOR THAT CAIUS WAS SLAIN REACHED THE THEATER, THEY WERE ASTONISHED AT IT, AND COULD NOT BELIEVE IT; EVEN SOME THAT ENTERTAINED HIS DESTRUCTION WITH GREAT PLEASURE, AND WERE MORE DESIROUS OF IT’S HAPPENING THAN ALMOST ANY OTHER FACTION THAT COULD COME TO THEM, WERE UNDER SUCH A FEAR, THAT THEY COULD NOT BELIEVE IT. THERE WERE ALSO THOSE WHO GREATLY DISTRUSTED IT, BECAUSE THEY WERE UNWILLING THAT ANY SUCH THING SHOULD COME TO CAIUS, NOR COULD BELIEVE IT, THOUGH IT WERE EVER SO TRUE, BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT NO MAN COULD POSSIBLY SO MUCH POWER AS TO KILL CAIUS. THESE WERE THE WOMEN, AND THE CHILDREN, AND THE SLAVES, AND SOME OF THE SOLDIERY. THIS LAST SORT HAD TAKEN HIS PAY, AND IN A MANNER TYRANNIZED WITH HIM, AND HAD ABUSED THE BEST OF THE CITIZENS, IN BEING SUBSERVIENT TO HIS UNJUST COMMANDS, IN ORDER TO GAIN HONORS AND ADVANTAGES TO THEMSELVES; BUT FOR THE WOMEN AND THE YOUTH, THEY HAD BEEN INVEIGLED WITH SHOWS, AND THE FIGHTING OF THE GLADIATORS, AND CERTAIN DISTRIBUTIONS OF FLESH-MEAT AMONG THEM, WHICH THINGS THEM PRETENSE WERE DESIGNED FOR THE PLEASING OF MULTITUDE, BUT IN REALITY TO SATIATE THE BARBAROUS CRUELTY AND MADNESS OF CAIUS. THE SLAVES ALSO WERE SORRY, BECAUSE THEY WERE BY CAIUS ALLOWED TO ACCUSE AND TO DESPISE THEIR MASTERS, AND THEY COULD HAVE RECOURSE TO HIS ASSISTANCE WHEN THEY HAD UNJUSTLY AFFRONTED THEM; FOR HE WAS VERY EASY IN BELIEVING THEM AGAINST THEIR MASTERS, EVEN WHEN THEY THE CITY, ACCUSED THEM FALSELY; AND IF THEY WOULD DISCOVER WHAT MONEY THEIR MASTERS HAD, THEY MIGHT SOON OBTAIN BOTH RICHES AND LIBERTY, AS THE REWARDS OF THEIR ACCUSATIONS, BECAUSE THE REWARD OF THESE INFORMERS WAS THE EIGHTH PART OF THE CRIMINAL'S SUBSTANCE. AS TO THE NOBLES, ALTHOUGH THE REPORT APPEARED CREDIBLE TO SOME OF THEM, EITHER BECAUSE THEY KNEW OF THE PLOT BEFOREHAND, OR BECAUSE THEY WISHED IT MIGHT BE TRUE; HOWEVER, THEY CONCEALED NOT ONLY THE JOY THEY HAD AT THE RELATION OF IT, BUT THAT THEY HAD HEARD ANY THING AT ALL ABOUT IT. THESE LAST ACTED SO OUT OF THE FEAR THEY HAD, THAT IF THE REPORT PROVED FALSE, THEY SHOULD BE PUNISHED, FOR HAVING SO SOON LET MEN KNOW THEIR MINDS. BUT THOSE THAT KNEW CAIUS WAS DEAD, BECAUSE THEY WERE PARTNERS WITH THE CONSPIRATORS, THEY CONCEALED ALL STILL MORE CAUTIOUSLY, AS NOT KNOWING ONE ANOTHER'S MINDS; AND FEARING LEST THEY SHOULD SPEAK OF IT TO SOME OF THOSE TO WHOM THE CONTINUANCE OF TYRANNY WAS ADVANTAGEOUS; AND IF CAIUS SHOULD PROVE TO BE ALIVE, THEY MIGHT BE INFORMED AGAINST, AND PUNISHED. AND ANOTHER REPORT WENT ABOUT, THAT ALTHOUGH CAIUS HAD BEEN WOUNDED INDEED, YET WAS NOT HE DEAD, BUT ALIVE STILL, AND UNDER THE PHYSICIAN'S HANDS. NOR WAS ANY ONE LOOKED UPON BY ANOTHER AS FAITHFUL ENOUGH TO BE TRUSTED, AND TO WHOM ANY ONE WOULD OPEN HIS MIND; FOR HE WAS EITHER A FRIEND TO CAIUS, AND THEREFORE SUSPECTED TO FAVOR HIS TYRANNY, OR HE WAS ONE THAT HATED HIM, WHO THEREFORE MIGHT BE SUSPECTED TO DESERVE THE LESS CREDIT, BECAUSE OF HIS ILL-WILL TO HIM. NAY, IT WAS SAID BY SOME (AND THIS INDEED IT WAS THAT DEPRIVED THE NOBILITY OF THEIR HOPES, AND MADE THEM SAD) THAT CAIUS WAS IN A CONDITION TO DESPISE THE DANGERS HE HAD BEEN IN, AND TOOK NO CARE OF HEALING HIS WOUNDS, BUT WAS GOTTEN AWAY INTO THE MARKET-PLACE, AND, BLOODY AS HE WAS, WAS MAKING A HARANGUE TO THE PEOPLE. AND THESE WERE THE CONJECTURAL REPORTS OF THOSE THAT WERE SO UNREASONABLE AS TO ENDEAVOR TO RAISE TUMULTS, WHICH THEY TURNED DIFFERENT WAYS, ACCORDING TO THE OPINIONS OF THE BEARERS. YET DID THEY NOT LEAVE THEIR SEATS, FOR FEAR OF BEING ACCUSED, IF THEY SHOULD GO OUT BEFORE THE REST; FOR THEY SHOULD NOT BE SENTENCED ACCORDING TO THE REAL INTENTION WITH WHICH THEY WENT OUT, BUT ACCORDING TO THE SUPPOSALS OF THE ACCUSERS AND OF THE JUDGES. 
17. BUT NOW A MULTITUDE OF GERMANS HAD SURROUNDED THE THEATER WITH THEIR SWORDS DRAWN: ALL THE SPECTATORS LOOKED FOR NOTHING BUT DEATH, AND AT EVERY ONE COMING IN A FEAR SEIZED UPON THEM, AS IF THEY WERE TO BE CUT IN PIECES IMMEDIATELY; AND IN GREAT DISTRESS THEY WERE, AS NEITHER HAVING COURAGE ENOUGH TO GO OUT OF THE THEATER, NOR BELIEVING THEMSELVES SAFE FROM DANGERS IF THEY TARRIED THERE. AND WHEN THE GERMANS CAME UPON THEM, THE CRY WAS SO GREAT, THAT THE THEATER RANG AGAIN WITH THE ENTREATIES OF THE SPECTATORS TO THE SOLDIERS, PLEADING THAT THEY WERE ENTIRELY IGNORANT OF EVERY THING THAT RELATED TO SUCH SEDITIOUS CONTRIVANCES, AND THAT IF THERE WERE ANY SEDITION RAISED, THEY KNEW NOTHING OF IT; THEY THEREFORE BEGGED THAT THEY WOULD SPARE THEM, AND NOT PUNISH THOSE THAT HAD NOT THE LEAST HAND IN SUCH BOLD CRIMES AS BELONGED TO OTHER PERSONS, WHILE THEY NEGLECTED TO SEARCH AFTER SUCH AS HAD REALLY DONE WHATSOEVER IT BE THAT HATH BEEN DONE. THUS, DID THESE PEOPLE APPEAL TO GOD, AND DEPLORE THEIR INFELICITY WITH SHEDDING OF TEARS, AND BEATING THEIR FACES, AND SAID EVERY THING THAT THE MOST IMMINENT DANGER AND THE UTMOST CONCERN FOR THEIR LIVES COULD DICTATE TO THEM. THIS BRAKE THE FURY OF THE SOLDIERS, AND MADE THEM REPENT OF WHAT THEY MINDED TO DO TO THE SPECTATORS, WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN THE GREATEST INSTANCE OF CRUELTY. AND SO IT APPEARED TO EVEN THESE SAVAGES, WHEN THEY HAD ONCE FIXED THE HEADS OF THOSE THAT WERE SLAIN WITH ASPRENAS UPON THE ALTAR; AT WHICH SIGHT THE SPECTATORS WERE SORELY AFFLICTED, BOTH UPON THE CONSIDERATION OF THE DIGNITY OF THE PERSONS, AND OUT OF A COMMISERATION OF THEIR SUFFERINGS; NAY, INDEED, THEY WERE ALMOST IN AS GREAT DISORDER AT THE PROSPECT OF THE DANGER THEMSELVES WERE IN, SEEING IT WAS STILL UNCERTAIN WHETHER THEY SHOULD ENTIRELY ESCAPE THE LIKE CALAMITY. WHENCE IT WAS THAT SUCH AS THOROUGHLY AND JUSTLY HATED CAIUS COULD YET NO WAY, ENJOY THE PLEASURE OF HIS DEATH, BECAUSE THEY WERE THEMSELVES IN JEOPARDY OF PERISHING TOGETHER WITH HIM; NOR HAD THEY HITHERTO ANY FIRM ASSURANCE OF SURVIVING. 
18. THERE WAS AT THIS TIME ONE EUARISTUS ARRUNTIUS, A PUBLIC CRIER IN THE MARKET, AND THEREFORE OF A STRONG AND AUDIBLE VOICE, WHO VIED IN WEALTH WITH THE RICHEST OF THE ROMANS, AND WAS ABLE TO DO WHAT HE PLEASED IN THE CITY, BOTH THEN AND AFTERWARD. THIS MAN PUT HIMSELF INTO THE MOST MOURNFUL HABIT HE COULD, ALTHOUGH HE HAD A GREATER HATRED AGAINST CAIUS THAN ANY ONE ELSE; HIS FEAR AND HIS WISE CONTRIVANCE TO GAIN HIS SAFETY TAUGHT HIM SO TO DO, AND PREVAILED OVER HIS PRESENT PLEASURE; SO HE PUT ON SUCH A MOURNFUL DRESS AS HE WOULD HAVE DONE HAD HE LOST HIS DEAREST FRIENDS IN THE WORLD; THIS MAN CAME INTO THE THEATER, AND INFORMED THEM OF THE DEATH OF CAIUS, AND BY THIS MEANS PUT AN END TO THAT STATE OF IGNORANCE THE MEN HAD BEEN IN. ARRUNTIUS ALSO WENT [A] ROUND ABOUT THE PILLARS, AND CALLED OUT TO THE GERMANS, AS DID THE TRIBUNES WITH HIM, BIDDING THEM PUT UP THEIR SWORDS, AND TELLING THEM THAT CAIUS WAS DEAD. AND THIS PROCLAMATION IT WAS PLAINLY WHICH SAVED THOSE THAT WERE COLLECTED TOGETHER IN THE THEATER, AND ALL THE REST WHO ANY WAY MET THE GERMANS; FOR WHILE THEY HAD HOPES THAT CAIUS HAD STILL ANY BREATH IN HIM, THEY ABSTAINED FROM NO SORT OF MISCHIEF; AND SUCH AN ABUNDANT KINDNESS THEY STILL HAD FOR CAIUS, THAT THEY WOULD WILLINGLY HAVE PREVENTED THE PLOT AGAINST HIM, AND PROCURED HIS ESCAPE FROM SO SAD A MISFORTUNE, AT THE EXPENSE OF THEIR OWN LIVES. BUT THEY NOW LEFT OFF THE WARM ZEAL THEY HAD TO PUNISH HIS ENEMIES, NOW THEY WERE FULLY SATISFIED THAT CAIUS WAS DEAD, BECAUSE IT WAS NOW IN VAIN FOR THEM TO SHOW THEIR ZEAL AND KINDNESS TO HIM, WHEN HE WHO SHOULD REWARD THEM WAS PERISHED. THEY WERE ALSO AFRAID THAT THEY SHOULD BE PUNISHED BY THE SENATE, IF THEY SHOULD GO ON IN DOING SUCH INJURIES; THAT IS, IN CASE THE AUTHORITY OF THE SUPREME GOVERNOR SHOULD REVERT TO THEM. AND THUS, AT LENGTH A STOP WAS PUT, THOUGH NOT WITHOUT DIFFICULTY, TO THAT RAGE WHICH POSSESSED THE GERMANS ON ACCOUNT OF CAIUS'S DEATH. 
19. BUT CHEREA WAS SO MUCH AFRAID FOR MINUCIANUS, LEST HE SHOULD LIGHT UPON THE GERMANS NOW THEY WERE IN THEIR FURY, THAT HE WENT AND SPIKE TO EVERY ONE OF THE SOLDIERS, AND PRAYED THEM TO TAKE CARE OF HIS PRESERVATION, AND MADE HIMSELF GREAT INQUIRY ABOUT HIM, LEST HE SHOULD HAVE BEEN SLAIN. AND FOR CLEMENT, HE LET MINUCIANUS GO WHEN HE WAS BROUGHT TO HIM, AND, WITH MANY OTHER OF THE SENATORS, AFFIRMED THE ACTION WAS RIGHT, AND COMMENDED THE VIRTUE OF THOSE THAT CONTRIVED IT, AND HAD COURAGE ENOUGH TO EXECUTE IT; AND SAID THAT "TYRANTS DO INDEED PLEASE THEMSELVES AND LOOK BIG FOR A WHILE, UPON HAVING THE POWER TO ACT UNJUSTLY; BUT DO NOT HOWEVER GO HAPPILY OUT OF THE WORLD, BECAUSE THEY ARE HATED BY THE VIRTUOUS; AND THAT CAIUS, TOGETHER WITH ALL HIS UNHAPPINESS, WAS BECOME A CONSPIRATOR AGAINST HIMSELF, BEFORE THESE OTHER MEN WHO ATTACKED HIM DID SO; AND BY BECOMING INTOLERABLE, IN SETTING ASIDE THE WISE PROVISION THE LAWS HAD MADE, TAUGHT HIS DEAREST FRIENDS TO TREAT HIM AS AN ENEMY; INSOMUCH THAT ALTHOUGH IN COMMON DISCOURSE THESE CONSPIRATORS WERE THOSE THAT SLEW CAIUS, YET THAT, IN REALITY, HE LIES NOW DEAD AS PERISHING BY HIS OWN SELF." 
20. NOW BY THIS TIME THE PEOPLE IN THE THEATRE WERE ARISEN FROM THEIR SEATS, AND THOSE THAT WERE WITHIN MADE A VERY GREAT DISTURBANCE; THE CAUSE OF WHICH WAS THIS, THAT THE SPECTATORS WERE TOO HASTY IN GETTING AWAY. THERE WAS ALSO ONE ALEYON, A PHYSICIAN, WHO HURRIED AWAY, AS IF TO CURE THOSE THAT WERE WOUNDED, AND UNDER THAT PRETENSE HE SENT THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM TO FETCH WHAT THINGS WERE NECESSARY FOR THE HEALING OF THOSE WOUNDED PERSONS, BUT IN REALITY, TO GET THEM CLEAR OF THE PRESENT DANGERS THEY WERE IN. NOW THE SENATE, DURING THIS INTERVAL, HAD MET, AND THE PEOPLE ALSO ASSEMBLED TOGETHER IN THE ACCUSTOMED FORM, AND WERE BOTH EMPLOYED IN SEARCHING AFTER THE MURDERERS OF CAIUS. THE PEOPLE DID IT VERY ZEALOUSLY, BUT THE SENATE IN APPEARANCE ONLY; FOR THERE WAS PRESENT VALERIUS OF ASIA, ONE THAT HAD BEEN CONSUL; THIS MAN WENT TO THE PEOPLE, AS THEY WERE IN DISORDER, AND VERY UNEASY THAT THEY COULD NOT YET DISCOVER WHO THEY WERE THAT HAD MURDERED THE EMPEROR; HE WAS THEN EARNESTLY ASKED BY THEM ALL WHO IT WAS THAT HAD DONE IT. HE REPLIED, "I WISH I HAD BEEN THE MAN." THE CONSULS ALSO PUBLISHED AN EDICT, WHEREIN THEY ACCUSED CAIUS, AND GAVE ORDER TO THE PEOPLE THEN GOT TOGETHER, AND TO THE SOLDIERS, TO GO HOME; AND GAVE THE PEOPLE HOPES OF THE ABATEMENT OF THE OPPRESSIONS THEY LAY UNDER; AND PROMISED THE SOLDIERS, IF THEY LAY QUIET AS THEY USED TO DO, AND WOULD NOT GO ABROAD TO DO MISCHIEF UNJUSTLY, THAT THEY WOULD BESTOW REWARDS UPON THEM; FOR THERE WAS REASON TO FEAR LEST THE CITY MIGHT SUFFER HARM BY THEIR WILD AND UNGOVERNABLE BEHAVIOR, IF THEY SHOULD ONCE BETAKE THEMSELVES TO SPOIL THE CITIZENS, OR PLUNDER THE TEMPLES. AND NOW THE WHOLE MULTITUDE OF THE SENATORS WERE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER, AND ESPECIALLY THOSE THAT HAD CONSPIRED TO TAKE AWAY THE LIFE OF CAIUS, WHO PUT ON AT THIS TIME AN AIR OF GREAT ASSURANCE, AND APPEARED WITH GREAT MAGNANIMITY, AS IF THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS WERE ALREADY DEVOLVED UPON THEM. 
CHAPTER 2. HOW THE SENATORS DETERMINED TO RESTORE THE DEMOCRACY; BUT THE SOLDIERS WERE FOR PRESERVING THE MONARCHY, CONCERNING THE SLAUGHTER OF CAIUS'S WIFE AND DAUGHTER. A CHARACTER OF CAIUS'S MORALS. 
1. WHEN THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS WERE IN THIS POSTURE, CLAUDIUS WAS ON THE SUDDEN HURRIED AWAY OUT OF HIS HOUSE; FOR THE SOLDIERS HAD A MEETING TOGETHER; AND WHEN THEY HAD DEBATED ABOUT WHAT WAS TO BE DONE, THEY SAW THAT A DEMOCRACY WAS INCAPABLE OF MANAGING SUCH A VAST WEIGHT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS; AND THAT IF IT SHOULD BE SET UP, IT WOULD NOT BE FOR THEIR ADVANTAGE; AND IN CASE ANY ONE OF THOSE ALREADY IN THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD OBTAIN THE SUPREME POWER, IT WOULD IN ALL RESPECTS BE TO THEIR GRIEF, IF THEY WERE NOT ASSISTING TO HIM IN THIS ADVANCEMENT; THAT IT WOULD THEREFORE BE RIGHT FOR THEM, WHILE THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS WERE UNSETTLED, TO CHOOSE CLAUDIUS EMPEROR, WHO WAS UNCLE TO THE DECEASED CAIUS, AND OF A SUPERIOR DIGNITY AND WORTH TO EVERY ONE OF THOSE THAT WERE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER IN THE SENATE, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF THE VIRTUES OF HIS ANCESTORS, AND OF THE LEARNING HE HAD ACQUIRED IN HIS EDUCATION; AND WHO, IF ONCE SETTLED IN THE EMPIRE, WOULD REWARD THEM ACCORDING TO THEIR DESERTS, AND BESTOW LARGESSES UPON THEM. THESE WERE THEIR CONSULTATIONS, AND THEY EXECUTED THE SAME IMMEDIATELY. CLAUDIUS WAS THEREFORE SEIZED UPON SUDDENLY BY THE SOLDIERY. BUT CNEAS SENTINS SATURNINNS, ALTHOUGH HE UNDERSTOOD THAT CLAUDIUS WAS SEIZED, AND THAT HE INTENDED TO CLAIM THE GOVERNMENT, UNWILLINGLY INDEED IN APPEARANCE, BUT IN REALITY, BY HIS OWN FREE CONSENT, STOOD UP IN THE SENATE, AND, WITHOUT BEING DISMAYED, MADE AN EXHORTATORY ORATION TO THEM, AND SUCH A ONE INDEED AS WAS FIT FOR MEN OF FREEDOM AND GENEROSITY, AND SPOKE THUS: 
2. "ALTHOUGH IT BE A THING INCREDIBLE, O ROMANS! BECAUSE OF THE GREAT LENGTH OF TIME, THAT SO UNEXPECTED AN EVENT HATH HAPPENED, YET ARE WE NOW IN POSSESSION OF LIBERTY. HOW LONG INDEED THIS WILL LAST IS UNCERTAIN, AND LIES AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE GODS, WHOSE GRANT IT IS; YET SUCH IT IS AS IS SUFFICIENT TO MAKE US REJOICE, AND BE HAPPY FOR THE PRESENT, ALTHOUGH WE MAY SOON BE DEPRIVED OF IT; FOR ONE HOUR IS SUFFICIENT TO THOSE THAT ARE EXERCISED IN VIRTUE, WHEREIN WE MAY LIVE WITH A MIND ACCOUNTABLE ONLY TO OURSELVES, IN OUR OWN COUNTRY, NOW FREE, AND GOVERNED BY SUCH LAWS AS THIS COUNTRY ONCE FLOURISHED UNDER. AS FOR MYSELF, I CANNOT REMEMBER OUR FORMER TIME OF LIBERTY, AS BEING BORN AFTER IT WAS GONE; BUT I AM BEYOND MEASURE FILLED WITH JOY AT THE THOUGHTS OF OUR PRESENT FREEDOM. I ALSO ESTEEM THOSE THAT WERE BORN AND BRED UP IN THAT OUR FORMER LIBERTY HAPPY MEN, AND THAT THOSE MEN ARE WORTHY OF NO LESS ESTEEM THAN THE GODS THEMSELVES WHO HAVE GIVEN US A TASTE OF IT IN THIS AGE; AND I HEARTILY WISH THAT THIS QUIET ENJOYMENT OF IT, WHICH WE HAVE AT PRESENT, MIGHT CONTINUE TO ALL AGES. HOWEVER, THIS SINGLE DAY MAY SUFFICE FOR OUR YOUTH, AS WELL AS FOR US THAT ARE IN YEARS. IT WILL SEEM AN AGE TO OUR OLD MEN, IF THEY MIGHT DIE DURING ITS HAPPY DURATION: IT MAY ALSO BE FOR THE INSTRUCTION OF THE YOUNGER SORT, WHAT KIND OF VIRTUE THOSE MEN, FROM WHOSE LOINS WE ARE DERIVED, WERE EXERCISED IN. AS FOR OURSELVES, OUR BUSINESS IS, DURING THE SPACE OF TIME, TO LIVE VIRTUOUSLY, THAN WHICH NOTHING CAN BE MORE TO OUR ADVANTAGE; WHICH COURSE OF VIRTUE IT IS ALONE THAT CAN PRESERVE OUR LIBERTY; FOR AS TO OUR ANCIENT STATE, I HAVE HEARD OF IT BY THE RELATIONS OF OTHERS; BUT AS TO OUR LATER STATE, DURING MY LIFETIME, I HAVE KNOWN IT BY EXPERIENCE, AND LEARNED THEREBY WHAT MISCHIEFS TYRANNIES HAVE BROUGHT UPON THIS COMMONWEALTH, DISCOURAGING ALL VIRTUE, AND DEPRIVING PERSONS OF MAGNANIMITY OF THEIR LIBERTY, AND PROVING THE TEACHERS OF FLATTERY AND SLAVISH FEAR, BECAUSE IT LEAVES THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION NOT TO BE GOVERNED BY WISE LAWS, BUT BY THE HUMOR OF THOSE THAT GOVERN. FOR SINCE JULIUS CAESAR TOOK IT INTO HIS HEAD TO DISSOLVE OUR DEMOCRACY, AND, BY OVERBEARING THE REGULAR SYSTEM OF OUR LAWS, TO BRING DISORDERS INTO OUR ADMINISTRATION, AND TO GET ABOVE RIGHT AND JUSTICE, AND TO BE A SLAVE TO HIS OWN INCLINATIONS, THERE IS NO KIND OF MISERY BUT WHAT HATH TENDED TO THE SUBVERSION OF THIS CITY; WHILE ALL THOSE THAT HAVE SUCCEEDED HIM HAVE STRIVEN ONE WITH ANOTHER TO OVERTHROW THE ANCIENT LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND HAVE LEFT IT DESTITUTE OF SUCH CITIZENS AS WERE OF GENEROUS PRINCIPLES, BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT IT TENDED TO THEIR SAFETY TO HAVE VICIOUS MEN TO CONVERSE WITHAL, AND NOT ONLY TO BREAK THE SPIRITS OF THOSE THAT WERE BEST ESTEEMED FOR THEIR VIRTUE, BUT TO RESOLVE UPON. THEIR UTTER DESTRUCTION. OF ALL WHICH EMPERORS, WHO HAVE BEEN MANY IN NUMBER, AND WHO LAID UPON US INSUFFERABLE HARDSHIPS DURING THE TIMES OF THEIR GOVERNMENT, THIS CAIUS, WHO HATH BEEN SLAIN TODAY, HATH BROUGHT MORE TERRIBLE CALAMITIES UPON US THAN DID ALL THE REST, NOT ONLY BY EXERCISING HIS UNGOVERNED RAGE UPON HIS FELLOW CITIZENS, BUT ALSO UPON HIS KINDRED AND FRIENDS, AND ALIKE UPON ALL OTHERS, AND BY INFLICTING STILL GREATER MISERIES UPON THEM, AS PUNISHMENTS, WHICH THEY NEVER DESERVED, HE BEING EQUALLY FURIOUS AGAINST MEN AND AGAINST THE GODS. FOR TYRANTS ARE NOT CONTENT TO GAIN THEIR SWEET PLEASURE, AND THIS BY ACTING INJURIOUSLY, AND IN THE VEXATION, THEY BRING BOTH UPON MEN'S ESTATES AND THEIR WIVES; BUT THEY LOOK UPON THAT TO BE THEIR PRINCIPAL ADVANTAGE, WHEN THEY CAN UTTERLY OVERTHROW THE ENTIRE FAMILIES OF THEIR ENEMIES; WHILE ALL LOVERS OF LIBERTY ARE THE ENEMIES OF TYRANNY. NOR CAN THOSE THAT PATIENTLY ENDURE WHAT MISERIES THEY BRING ON THEM GAIN THEIR FRIENDSHIP; FOR AS THEY ARE CONSCIOUS OF THE ABUNDANT MISCHIEFS THEY HAVE BROUGHT ON THESE MEN, AND HOW MAGNANIMOUSLY THEY HAVE BORNE THEIR HARD FORTUNES, THEY CANNOT BUT BE SENSIBLE WHAT EVILS THEY HAVE DONE, AND THENCE ONLY DEPEND ON SECURITY FROM WHAT THEY ARE SUSPICIOUS OF, IF IT MAY BE IN THEIR POWER TO TAKE THEM QUITE OUT OF THE WORLD. SINCE, THEN, WE ARE NOW GOTTEN CLEAR OF SUCH GREAT MISFORTUNES, AND ARE ONLY ACCOUNTABLE TO ONE ANOTHER, (WHICH FORM OF GOVERNMENT AFFORDS US THE BEST ASSURANCE OF OUR PRESENT CONCORD, AND PROMISES US THE BEST SECURITY FROM EVIL DESIGNS, AND WILL BE MOST FOR OUR OWN GLORY IN SETTLING THE CITY IN GOOD ORDER,) YOU OUGHT, EVERY ONE OF YOU IN PARTICULAR, TO MAKE PROVISION FOR HIS OWN, AND IN GENERAL FOR THE PUBLIC UTILITY: OR, ON THE CONTRARY, THEY MAY DECLARE THEIR DISSENT TO SUCH THINGS AS HAVE BEEN PROPOSED, AND THIS WITHOUT ANY HAZARD OF DANGER TO COME UPON THEM, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOW NO LORD SET OVER THEM, WHO, WITHOUT FEAR OF PUNISHMENT, COULD DO MISCHIEF TO THE CITY, AND HAD AN UNCONTROLLABLE POWER TO TAKE OFF THOSE THAT FREELY DECLARED THEIR OPINIONS. NOR HAS ANY THING SO MUCH CONTRIBUTED TO THIS INCREASE OF TYRANNY OF LATE AS SLOTH, AND A TIMOROUS FORBEARANCE OF CONTRADICTING THE EMPEROR'S WILL; WHILE MEN HAD AN OVER-GREAT INCLINATION TO THE SWEETNESS OF PEACE, AND HAD LEARNED TO LIVE LIKE SLAVES; AND AS MANY OF US AS EITHER HEARD OF INTOLERABLE CALAMITIES THAT HAPPENED AT A DISTANCE FROM US, OR SAW THE MISERIES THAT WERE NEAR US, OUT OF THE DREAD OF DYING VIRTUOUSLY, ENDURED A DEATH JOINED WITH THE UTMOST INFAMY. WE OUGHT, THEN, IN THE FIRST PLACE, TO DECREE THE GREATEST HONORS WE ARE ABLE TO THOSE THAT HAVE TAKEN OFF THE TYRANT, ESPECIALLY TO CHEREA CASSIUS; FOR THIS ONE MAN, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE GODS, HATH, BY HIS COUNSEL AND BY HIS ACTIONS, BEEN THE PROCURER OF OUR LIBERTY. NOR OUGHT WE TO FORGET HIM NOW WE HAVE RECOVERED OUR LIBERTY, WHO, UNDER THE FOREGOING TYRANNY, TOOK COUNSEL BEFOREHAND, AND BEFOREHAND HAZARDED HIMSELF FOR OUR LIBERTIES; BUT OUGHT TO DECREE HIM PROPER HONORS, AND THEREBY FREELY DECLARE THAT HE FROM THE BEGINNING ACTED WITH OUR APPROBATION. AND CERTAINLY IT IS A VERY EXCELLENT THING, AND WHAT BECOMES FREE-MEN, TO REQUITE THEIR BENEFACTORS, AS THIS MAN HATH BEEN A BENEFACTOR TO US ALL, THOUGH NOT AT ALL LIKE CASSIUS AND BRUTUS, WHO SLEW CAIUS JULIUS [CAESAR]; FOR THOSE MEN LAID THE FOUNDATIONS OF SEDITION AND CIVIL WARS IN OUR CITY; BUT THIS MAN, TOGETHER WITH HIS SLAUGHTER OF THE TYRANT, HATH SET OUR CITY FREE FROM ALL THOSE SAD MISERIES WHICH AROSE FROM THE TYRANNY." 
3. AND THIS WAS THE PURPORT OF SENTIUS'S ORATION, WHICH WAS RECEIVED WITH PLEASURE BY THE SENATORS, AND BY AS MANY OF THE EQUESTRIAN ORDER AS WERE PRESENT. AND NOW ONE TREBELLIUS MAXIMUS ROSE UP HASTILY, AND TOOK OFF SENTIUS'S FINGER A RING, WHICH HAD A STONE, WITH THE IMAGE OF CAIUS ENGRAVEN UPON IT, AND WHICH, IN HIS ZEAL IN SPEAKING, AND HIS EARNESTNESS IN DOING WHAT HE WAS ABOUT, AS IT WAS SUPPOSED, HE HAD FORGOTTEN TO TAKE OFF HIMSELF. THIS SCULPTURE WAS BROKEN IMMEDIATELY. BUT AS IT WAS NOW FAR IN THE NIGHT, CHEREA DEMANDED OF THE CONSULS THE WATCHWORD, WHO GAVE HIM THIS WORD, LIBERTY. THESE FACTS WERE THE SUBJECTS OF ADMIRATION TO THEMSELVES, AND ALMOST INCREDIBLE; FOR IT WAS A HUNDRED YEARS SINCE THE DEMOCRACY HAD BEEN LAID ASIDE, WHEN THIS GIVING THE WATCHWORD RETURNED TO THE CONSULS; FOR BEFORE THE CITY WAS SUBJECT TO TYRANTS, THEY WERE THE COMMANDERS OF THE SOLDIERS. BUT WHEN CHEREA HAD RECEIVED THAT WATCHWORD, HE DELIVERED IT TO THOSE WHO WERE ON THE SENATE'S SIDE, WHICH WERE FOUR REGIMENTS, WHO ESTEEMED THE GOVERNMENT WITHOUT EMPERORS TO BE PREFERABLE TO TYRANNY. SO, THESE WENT AWAY WITH THEIR TRIBUNES. THE PEOPLE ALSO NOW DEPARTED VERY JOYFUL, FULL OF HOPE AND OF COURAGE, AS HAVING RECOVERED THEIR FORMER DEMOCRACY, AND WERE NO LONGER UNDER AN EMPEROR; AND CHEREA WAS IN VERY GREAT ESTEEM WITH THEM. 
4. AND NOW CHEREA WAS VERY UNEASY THAT CAIUS'S DAUGHTER AND WIFE WERE STILL ALIVE, AND THAT ALL HIS FAMILY DID NOT PERISH WITH HIM, SINCE WHOSOEVER WAS LEFT OF THEM MUST BE LEFT FOR THE RUIN OF THE CITY AND OF THE LAWS. MOREOVER, IN ORDER TO FINISH THIS MATTER WITH THE UTMOST ZEAL, AND IN ORDER TO SATISFY HIS HATRED OF CAIUS, HE SENT JULIUS LUPUS, ONE OF THE TRIBUNES, TO KILL CAIUS'S WIFE AND DAUGHTER. THEY PROPOSED THIS OFFICE TO LUPUS AS TO A KINSMAN OF CLEMENT, THAT HE MIGHT BE SO FAR A PARTAKER OF THIS MURDER OF THE TYRANT, AND MIGHT REJOICE IN THE VIRTUE OF HAVING ASSISTED HIS FELLOW CITIZENS, AND THAT HE MIGHT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN A PARTAKER WITH THOSE THAT WERE FIRST IN THEIR DESIGNS AGAINST HIM. YET DID THIS ACTION APPEAR TO SOME OF THE CONSPIRATORS TO BE TOO CRUEL, AS TO THIS USING SUCH SEVERITY TO A WOMAN, BECAUSE CAIUS DID MORE INDULGE HIS OWN ILL-NATURE THAN USE HER ADVICE IN ALL THAT HE DID; FROM WHICH ILL-NATURE IT WAS THAT THE CITY WAS IN SO DESPERATE A CONDITION WITH THE MISERIES THAT WERE BROUGHT ON IT, AND THE FLOWER OF THE CITY WAS DESTROYED. BUT OTHERS ACCUSED HER OF GIVING HER CONSENT TO THESE THINGS; NAY, THEY ASCRIBED ALL THAT CAIUS HAD DONE TO HER AS THE CAUSE OF IT, AND SAID SHE HAD GIVEN A POTION TO CAIUS, WHICH HAD MADE HIM OBNOXIOUS TO HER, AND HAD TIED HIM DOWN TO LOVE HER BY SUCH EVIL METHODS; INSOMUCH THAT SHE, HAVING RENDERED HIM DISTRACTED, WAS BECOME THE AUTHOR OF ALL THE MISCHIEFS THAT HAD BEFALLEN THE ROMANS, AND THAT HABITABLE WORLD WHICH WAS SUBJECT TO THEM. SO THAT AT LENGTH IT WAS DETERMINED THAT SHE MUST DIE; NOR COULD THOSE OF THE CONTRARY OPINION AT ALL PREVAIL TO HAVE HER SAVED; AND LUPUS WAS SENT ACCORDINGLY. NOR WAS THERE ANY DELAY MADE IN EXECUTING WHAT HE WENT ABOUT, BUT HE WAS SUBSERVIENT TO THOSE THAT SENT HIM ON THE FIRST OPPORTUNITY, AS DESIROUS TO BE NO WAY BLAMEABLE IN WHAT MIGHT BE DONE FOR THE ADVANTAGE OF THE PEOPLE. SO WHEN HE WAS COME INTO THE PALACE, HE FOUND CESONIA, WHO WAS CAIUS'S WIFE, LYING BY HER HUSBAND'S DEAD BODY, WHICH ALSO LAY DOWN ON THE GROUND, AND DESTITUTE OF ALL SUCH THINGS AS THE LAW ALLOWS TO THE DEAD, AND ALL OVER HERSELF BESMEARED WITH THE BLOOD OF HER HUSBAND'S WOUNDS, AND BEWAILING THE GREAT AFFLICTION SHE WAS UNDER, HER DAUGHTER LYING BY HER ALSO; AND NOTHING ELSE WAS HEARD IN THESE HER CIRCUMSTANCES BUT HER COMPLAINT OF CAIUS, AS IF HE HAD NOT REGARDED WHAT SHE HAD OFTEN TOLD HIM OF BEFOREHAND; WHICH WORDS OF HERS WERE TAKEN IN A DIFFERENT SENSE EVEN AT THAT TIME, AND ARE NOW ESTEEMED EQUALLY AMBIGUOUS BY THOSE THAT HEAR OF THEM, AND ARE STILL INTERPRETED ACCORDING TO THE DIFFERENT INCLINATIONS OF PEOPLE. NOW SOME SAID THAT THE WORDS DENOTED THAT SHE HAD ADVISED HIM TO LEAVE OFF HIS MAD BEHAVIOR AND HIS BARBAROUS CRUELTY TO THE CITIZENS, AND TO GOVERN THE PUBLIC WITH MODERATION AND VIRTUE, LEST HE SHOULD PERISH BY THE SAME WAY, UPON THEIR USING HIM AS HE HAD USED THEM. BUT SOME SAID, THAT AS CERTAIN WORDS HAD PASSED CONCERNING THE CONSPIRATORS, SHE DESIRED CAIUS TO MAKE NO DELAY, BUT IMMEDIATELY TO PUT THEM ALL TO DEATH, AND THIS WHETHER THEY WERE GUILTY OR NOT, AND THAT THEREBY HE WOULD BE OUT OF THE FEAR OF ANY DANGER; AND THAT THIS WAS WHAT SHE REPROACHED HIM FOR, WHEN SHE ADVISED HIM SO TO DO, BUT HE WAS TOO SLOW AND TENDER IN THE MATTER. AND THIS WAS WHAT CESONIA SAID, AND WHAT THE OPINIONS OF MEN WERE ABOUT IT. BUT WHEN SHE SAW LUPUS APPROACH, SHE SHOWED HIM CAIUS'S DEAD BODY, AND PERSUADED HIM TO COME NEARER, WITH LAMENTATION AND TEARS; AND AS SHE PERCEIVED THAT LUPUS WAS IN DISORDER, AND APPROACHED HER IN ORDER TO EXECUTE SOME DESIGN DISAGREEABLE TO HIMSELF, SHE WAS WELL AWARE FOR WHAT PURPOSE HE CAME, AND STRETCHED OUT HER NAKED THROAT, AND THAT VERY CHEERFULLY TO HIM, BEWAILING HER CASE, LIKE ONE THAT UTTERLY DESPAIRED OF HER LIFE, AND BIDDING HIM NOT TO BOGGLE AT FINISHING THE TRAGEDY THEY HAD RESOLVED UPON RELATING TO HER. SO, SHE BOLDLY RECEIVED HER DEATH'S WOUND AT THE HAND OF LUPUS, AS DID THE DAUGHTER AFTER HER. SO, LUPUS MADE HASTE TO INFORM CHEREA OF WHAT HE HAD DONE. 
5. THIS WAS THE END OF CAIUS, AFTER HE HAD REIGNED FOUR YEARS, WITHIN FOUR MONTHS. HE WAS, EVEN BEFORE HE CAME TO BE EMPEROR, ILL-NATURED, AND ONE THAT HAD ARRIVED AT THE UTMOST PITCH OF WICKEDNESS; A SLAVE TO HIS PLEASURES, AND A LOVER OF CALUMNY; GREATLY AFFECTED BY EVERY TERRIBLE ACCIDENT, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT OF A VERY MURDEROUS DISPOSITION WHERE HE DURST SHOW IT. HE ENJOYED HIS EXORBITANT POWER TO THIS ONLY PURPOSE, TO INJURE THOSE WHO LEAST DESERVED IT, WITH UNREASONABLE INSOLENE AND GOT HIS WEALTH BY MURDER AND INJUSTICE. HE LABORED TO APPEAR ABOVE REGARDING EITHER WHAT WAS DIVINE OR AGREEABLE TO THE LAWS, BUT WAS A SLAVE TO THE COMMENDATIONS OF THE POPULACE; AND WHATSOEVER THE LAWS DETERMINED TO BE SHAMEFUL, AND PUNISHED, THAT HE ESTEEMED MORE HONORABLE THAN WHAT WAS VIRTUOUS. HE WAS UNMINDFUL OF HIS FRIENDS, HOW INTIMATE SOEVER, AND THOUGH THEY WERE PERSONS OF THE HIGHEST CHARACTER; AND IF HE WAS ONCE ANGRY AT ANY OF THEM, HE WOULD INFLICT PUNISHMENT UPON THEM ON THE SMALLEST OCCASIONS, AND ESTEEMED EVERY MAN THAT ENDEAVORED TO LEAD A VIRTUOUS LIFE HIS ENEMY. AND WHATSOEVER HE COMMANDED, HE WOULD NOT ADMIT OF ANY CONTRADICTION TO HIS INCLINATIONS; WHENCE IT WAS THAT HE HAD CRIMINAL CONVERSATION WITH HIS OWN SISTER; FROM WHICH OCCASION CHIEFLY IT WAS ALSO THAT A BITTER HATRED FIRST SPRANG UP AGAINST HIM AMONG THE CITIZENS, THAT SORT OF INCEST NOT HAVING BEEN KNOWN OF A LONG TIME; AND SO THIS PROVOKED MEN TO DISTRUST HIM, AND TO HATE HIM THAT WAS GUILTY OF IT. AND FOR ANY GREAT OR ROYAL WORK THAT HE EVER DID, WHICH MIGHT BE FOR THE PRESENT AND FOR FUTURE AGES, NOBODY CAN NAME ANY SUCH, BUT ONLY THE HAVEN THAT HE MADE ABOUT RHEGIUM AND SICILY, FOR THE RECEPTION OF THE SHIPS THAT BROUGHT CORN FROM EGYPT; WHICH WAS INDEED A WORK WITHOUT DISPUTE VERY GREAT IN ITSELF, AND OF VERY GREAT ADVANTAGE TO THE NAVIGATION. YET WAS NOT THIS WORK BROUGHT TO PERFECTION BY HIM, BUT WAS THE ONE HALF OF IT LEFT IMPERFECT, BY REASON OF HIS WANT OF APPLICATION TO IT; THE CAUSE OF WHICH WAS THIS, THAT HE EMPLOYED HIS STUDIES ABOUT USELESS MATTERS, AND THAT BY SPENDING HIS MONEY UPON SUCH PLEASURES AS CONCERNED NO ONE'S BENEFIT BUT HIS OWN, HE COULD NOT EXERT HIS LIBERALITY IN THINGS THAT WERE UNDENIABLY OF GREAT CONSEQUENCE. OTHERWISE HE WAS AN EXCELLENT ORATOR, AND THOROUGHLY ACQUAINTED WITH THE GREEK TONGUE, AS WELL AS WITH HIS OWN COUNTRY OR ROMAN LANGUAGE. HE WAS ALSO ABLE, OFF-HAND AND READILY, TO GIVE ANSWERS TO COMPOSITIONS MADE BY OTHERS, OF CONSIDERABLE LENGTH AND ACCURACY. HE WAS ALSO MORE SKILLFUL IN PERSUADING OTHERS TO VERY GREAT THINGS THAN ANY ONE ELSE, AND THIS FROM A NATURAL AFFABILITY OF TEMPER, WHICH HAD BEEN IMPROVED BY MUCH EXERCISE AND PAINS-TAKING; FOR AS HE WAS THE GRANDSON OF THE BROTHER OF TIBERIUS, WHOSE SUCCESSOR HE WAS, THIS WAS A STRONG INDUCEMENT TO HIS ACQUIRING OF LEARNING, BECAUSE TIBERIUS ASPIRED AFTER THE HIGHEST PITCH OF THAT SORT OF REPUTATION; AND CAIUS ASPIRED AFTER THE LIKE GLORY FOR ELOQUENCE, BEING INDUCED THERETO BY THE LETTERS OF HIS KINSMAN AND HIS EMPEROR. HE WAS ALSO AMONG THE FIRST RANK OF HIS OWN CITIZENS. BUT THE ADVANTAGES HE RECEIVED FROM HIS LEARNING DID NOT COUNTERVAIL THE MISCHIEF HE BROUGHT UPON HIMSELF IN THE EXERCISE OF HIS AUTHORITY; SO DIFFICULT IT IS FOR THOSE TO OBTAIN THE VIRTUE THAT IS NECESSARY FOR A WISE MAN, WHO HAVE THE ABSOLUTE POWER TO DO WHAT THEY PLEASE WITHOUT CONTROL. AT THE FIRST HE GOT HIMSELF SUCH FRIENDS AS WERE IN ALL RESPECTS THE MOST WORTHY, AND WAS GREATLY BELOVED BY THEM, WHILE HE IMITATED THEIR ZEALOUS APPLICATION TO THE LEARNING AND TO THE GLORIOUS ACTIONS OF THE BEST MEN; BUT WHEN HE BECAME INSOLENT TOWARDS THEM, THEY LAID ASIDE THE KINDNESS THEY HAD FOR HIM, AND BEGAN TO HATE HIM; FROM WHICH HATRED CAME THAT PLOT WHICH THEY RAISED AGAINST HIM, AND WHEREIN HE PERISHED. 
CHAPTER 3. HOW CLAUDIUS WAS SEIZED UPON AND BROUGHT OUT OF HIS HOUSE AND BROUGHT TO THE CAMP; AND HOW THE SENATE SENT AN EMBASSAGE TO HIM. 
1. NOW CLAUDIUS, AS I SAID BEFORE, WENT OUT OF THAT WAY ALONG WHICH CAIUS WAS GONE; AND AS THE FAMILY WAS IN A MIGHTY DISORDER UPON THE SAD ACCIDENT OF THE MURDER OF CAIUS, HE WAS IN GREAT DISTRESS HOW TO SAVE HIMSELF, AND WAS FOUND TO HAVE HIDDEN HIMSELF IN A CERTAIN NARROW PLACE, THOUGH HE HAD NO OTHER OCCASION FOR SUSPICION OF ANY DANGERS, BESIDES THE DIGNITY OF HIS BIRTH; FOR WHILE HE WAS A PRIVATE MAN, HE BEHAVED HIMSELF WITH MODERATION, AND WAS CONTENTED WITH HIS PRESENT FORTUNE, APPLYING HIMSELF TO LEARNING, AND ESPECIALLY TO THAT OF THE GREEKS, AND KEEPING HIMSELF ENTIRELY CLEAR FROM EVERY THING THAT MIGHT BRING ON ANY DISTURBANCE. BUT AS AT THIS TIME THE MULTITUDE WERE UNDER A CONSTERNATION, AND THE WHOLE PALACE WAS FULL OF THE SOLDIERS' MADNESS, AND THE VERY EMPEROR'S GUARDS SEEMED UNDER THE LIKE FEAR AND DISORDER WITH PRIVATE PERSONS, THE BAND CALLED PRETORIAN, WHICH WAS THE PUREST PART OF THE ARMY, WAS IN CONSULTATION WHAT WAS TO BE DONE AT THIS JUNCTURE. NOW ALL THOSE THAT WERE AT THIS CONSULTATION HAD LITTLE REGARD TO THE PUNISHMENT CAIUS HAD SUFFERED, BECAUSE HE JUSTLY DESERVED SUCH HIS FORTUNE; BUT THEY WERE RATHER CONSIDERING THEIR OWN CIRCUMSTANCES, HOW THEY MIGHT TAKE THE BEST CARE OF THEMSELVES, ESPECIALLY WHILE THE GERMANS WERE BUSY IN PUNISHING THE MURDERERS OF CAIUS; WHICH YET WAS RATHER DONE TO GRATIFY THEIR OWN SAVAGE TEMPER, THAN FOR THE GOOD OF THE PUBLIC; ALL WHICH THINGS DISTURBED CLAUDIUS, WHO WAS AFRAID OF HIS OWN SAFETY, AND THIS PARTICULARLY BECAUSE HE SAW THE HEADS OF ASPRENAS AND HIS PARTNERS CARRIED ABOUT. HIS STATION HAD BEEN ON A CERTAIN ELEVATED PLACE, WHITHER A FEW STEPS LED HIM, AND WHITHER HE HAD RETIRED IN THE DARK BY HIMSELF. BUT WHEN GRATUS, WHO WAS ONE OF THE SOLDIERS THAT BELONGED TO THE PALACE, SAW HIM, BUT DID NOT WELL KNOW BY HIS COUNTENANCE WHO HE WAS, BECAUSE IT WAS DARK, THOUGH HE COULD WELL JUDGE THAT IT WAS A MAN WHO WAS PRIVATELY THERE ON SOME DESIGN, HE CAME NEARER TO HIM; AND WHEN CLAUDIUS DESIRED THAT HE WOULD RETIRE, BE DISCOVERED WHO HE WAS, AND OWNED HIM TO BE CLAUDIUS. SO, HE SAID TO HIS FOLLOWERS, "THIS IS A GERMANICUS; COME ON, LET US CHOOSE HIM FOR OUR EMPEROR." BUT WHEN CLAUDIUS SAW THEY WERE MAKING PREPARATIONS FOR TAKING HIM AWAY BY FORCE, AND WAS AFRAID THEY WOULD KILL HIM, AS THEY HAD KILLED CAIUS, HE BESOUGHT THEM TO SPARE HIM, PUTTING THEM IN MIND HOW QUIETLY HE HAD DEMEANED HIMSELF, AND THAT HE WAS UNACQUAINTED WITH WHAT HAD BEEN DONE. HEREUPON GRATUS SMILED UPON HIM, AND TOOK HIM BY THE RIGHT HAND, AND SAID, "LEAVE OFF, SIR, THESE LOW THOUGHTS OF SAVING YOURSELF, WHILE YOU OUGHT TO HAVE GREATER THOUGHTS, EVEN OF OBTAINING THE EMPIRE, WHICH THE GODS, OUT OF THEIR CONCERN FOR THE HABITABLE WORLD, BY TAKING CAIUS OUT OF THE WAY, COMMIT TO THY VIRTUOUS CONDUCT. GO TO, THEREFORE, AND ACCEPT OF THE THRONE OF THY ANCESTORS." SO, THEY TOOK HIM UP AND CARRIED HIM, BECAUSE HE WAS NOT THEN ABLE TO GO ON FOOT, SUCH WAS HIS DREAD AND HIS JOY AT WHAT WAS TOLD HIM. 
2. NOW THERE WAS ALREADY GATHERED TOGETHER ABOUT GRATUS A GREAT NUMBER OF THE GUARDS; AND WHEN THEY SAW CLAUDIUS CARRIED OFF, THEY LOOKED WITH A SAD COUNTENANCE, AS SUPPOSING THAT HE WAS CARRIED TO EXECUTION FOR THE MISCHIEFS THAT HAD BEEN LATELY DONE; WHILE YET THEY THOUGHT HIM A MAN WHO NEVER MEDDLED WITH PUBLIC AFFAIRS ALL HIS LIFE LONG, AND ONE THAT HAD MET WITH NO CONTEMPTIBLE DANGERS UNDER THE REIGN OF CAIUS; AND SOME OF THEM THOUGHT IT REASONABLE THAT THE CONSULS SHOULD TAKE COGNIZANCE OF THESE MATTERS; AND AS STILL MORE AND MORE OF THE SOLDIERY GOT TOGETHER, THE CROWD ABOUT HIM RAN AWAY, AND CLAUDIUS COULD HARDLY GO ON, HIS BODY WAS THEN SO WEAK; AND THOSE WHO CARRIED HIS SEDAN, UPON AN INQUIRY THAT WAS MADE ABOUT HIS BEING CARRIED OFF, RAN AWAY AND SAVED THEMSELVES, AS DESPAIRING OF THEIR LORD'S PRESERVATION. BUT WHEN THEY WERE COME INTO THE LARGE COURT OF THE PALACE, (WHICH, AS THE REPORT GOES ABOUT IT, WAS INHABITED FIRST OF ALL THE PARTS OF THE CITY OF ROME,) AND HAD JUST REACHED THE PUBLIC TREASURY, MANY MORE SOLDIERS CAME ABOUT HIM, AS GLAD TO SEE CLAUDIUS'S FACE, AND THOUGHT IT EXCEEDING RIGHT TO MAKE HIM EMPEROR, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR KINDNESS FOR GERMANICUS, WHO WAS HIS BROTHER, AND HAD LEFT BEHIND HIM A VAST REPUTATION AMONG ALL THAT WERE ACQUAINTED WITH HIM. THEY REFLECTED ALSO ON THE COVETOUS TEMPER OF THE LEADING MEN OF THE SENATE, AND WHAT GREAT ERRORS THEY HAD BEEN GUILTY OF WHEN THE SENATE HAD THE GOVERNMENT FORMERLY; THEY ALSO CONSIDERED THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF SUCH AN UNDERTAKING, AS ALSO WHAT DANGERS THEY SHOULD BE IN, IF THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD COME TO A SINGLE PERSON, AND THAT SUCH A ONE SHOULD POSSESS IT AS THEY HAD NO HAND IN ADVANCING, AND NOT TO CLAUDIUS, WHO WOULD TAKE IT AS THEIR GRANT, AND AS GAINED BY THEIR GOOD-WILL TO HIM, AND WOULD REMEMBER THE FAVORS THEY HAD DONE HIM, AND WOULD MAKE THEM A SUFFICIENT RECOMPENSE FOR THE SAME. 
3. THESE WERE THE DISCOURSES THE SOLDIERS HAD ONE WITH ANOTHER BY THEMSELVES, AND THEY COMMUNICATED THEM TO ALL SUCH AS CAME IN TO THEM. NOW THOSE THAT INQUIRED ABOUT THIS MATTER WILLINGLY EMBRACED THE INVITATION THAT WAS MADE THEM TO JOIN WITH THE REST; SO, THEY CARRIED CLAUDIUS INTO THE CAMP, CROWDING ABOUT HIM AS HIS GUARD, AND ENCOMPASSING HIM ABOUT, ONE CHAIRMAN STILL SUCCEEDING ANOTHER, THAT THEIR VEHEMENT ENDEAVORS MIGHT NOT BE HINDERED. BUT AS TO THE POPULACE AND SENATORS, THEY DISAGREED IN THEIR OPINIONS. THE LATTER WERE VERY DESIROUS TO RECOVER THEIR FORMER DIGNITY, AND WERE ZEALOUS TO GET CLEAR OF THE SLAVERY THAT HAD BEEN BROUGHT ON THEM BY THE INJURIOUS TREATMENT OF THE TYRANTS, WHICH THE PRESENT OPPORTUNITY AFFORDED THEM; BUT FOR THE PEOPLE, WHO WERE ENVIOUS AGAINST THEM, AND KNEW THAT THE EMPERORS WERE CAPABLE OF CURBING THEIR COVETOUS TEMPER, AND WERE A REFUGE FROM THEM, THEY WERE VERY GLAD THAT CLAUDIUS HAD BEEN SEIZED UPON, AND BROUGHT TO THEM, AND THOUGHT THAT IF CLAUDIUS WERE MADE EMPEROR, HE WOULD PREVENT A CIVIL WAR, SUCH AS THERE WAS IN THE DAYS OF POMPEY. BUT WHEN THE SENATE KNEW THAT CLAUDIUS WAS BROUGHT INTO THE CAMP BY THE SOLDIERS, THEY SENT TO HIM THOSE OF THEIR BODY WHICH HAD THE BEST CHARACTER FOR THEIR VIRTUES, THAT THEY MIGHT INFORM HIM THAT HE OUGHT TO DO NOTHING BY VIOLENCE, IN ORDER TO GAIN THE GOVERNMENT; THAT HE WHO WAS A SINGLE PERSON, ONE EITHER ALREADY OR HEREAFTER TO BE A MEMBER OF THEIR BODY, OUGHT TO YIELD TO THE SENATE, WHICH CONSISTED OF SO GREAT A NUMBER; THAT HE OUGHT TO LET THE LAW TAKE PLACE IN THE DISPOSAL OF ALL THAT RELATED TO THE PUBLIC ORDER, AND TO REMEMBER HOW GREATLY THE FORMER TYRANTS HAD AFFLICTED THEIR CITY, AND WHAT DANGERS BOTH HE AND THEY HAD ESCAPED UNDER CAIUS; AND THAT HE OUGHT NOT TO HATE THE HEAVY BURDEN OF TYRANNY, WHEN THE INJURY IS DONE BY OTHERS, WHILE HE DID HIMSELF WILLFULLY TREAT HIS COUNTRY AFTER A MAD AND INSOLENT MANNER; THAT IF HE WOULD COMPLY WITH THEM, AND DEMONSTRATE THAT HIS FIRM RESOLUTION WAS TO LIVE QUIETLY AND VIRTUOUSLY, HE WOULD HAVE THE GREATEST HONORS DECREED TO HIM THAT A FREE PEOPLE COULD BESTOW; AND BY SUBJECTING HIMSELF TO THE LAW, WOULD OBTAIN THIS BRANCH OF COMMENDATION, THAT HE ACTED LIKE A MAN OF VIRTUE, BOTH AS A RULER AND A SUBJECT; BUT THAT IF HE WOULD ACT FOOLISHLY, AND LEARN NO WISDOM BY CAIUS'S DEATH, THEY WOULD NOT PERMIT HIM TO GO ON; THAT A GREAT PART OF THE ARMY WAS GOT TOGETHER FOR THEM, WITH PLENTY OF WEAPONS, AND A GREAT NUMBER OF SLAVES, WHICH THEY COULD MAKE USE OF; THAT GOOD HOPE WAS A GREAT MATTER IN SUCH CASES, AS WAS ALSO GOOD FORTUNE; AND THAT THE GODS WOULD NEVER ASSIST ANY OTHERS BUT THOSE THAT UNDERTOOK TO ACT WITH VIRTUE AND GOODNESS, WHO CAN BE NO OTHER THAN SUCH AS FIGHT FOR THE LIBERTY OF THEIR COUNTRY. 
4. NOW THESE AMBASSADORS, VERANIUS AND BROCCHUS, WHO WERE BOTH OF THEM TRIBUNES OF THE PEOPLE, MADE THIS SPEECH TO CLAUDIUS; AND FALLING DOWN UPON THEIR KNEES, THEY BEGGED OF HIM THAT HE WOULD NOT THROW THE CITY INTO WARS AND MISFORTUNES; BUT WHEN THEY SAW WHAT A MULTITUDE OF SOLDIERS ENCOMPASSED AND GUARDED CLAUDIUS, AND THAT THE FORCES THAT WERE WITH THE CONSULS WERE, IN COMPARISON OF THEM, PERFECTLY INCONSIDERABLE, THEY ADDED, THAT IF HE DID DESIRE THE GOVERNMENT, HE SHOULD ACCEPT OF IT AS GIVEN BY THE SENATE; THAT HE WOULD PROSPER BETTER, AND BE HAPPIER, IF HE CAME TO IT, NOT BY THE INJUSTICE, BUT BY THE GOOD-WILL OF THOSE THAT WOULD BESTOW IT UPON HIM. 
CHAPTER 4. WHAT THINGS KING AGRIPPA DID FOR CLAUDIUS; AND HOW CLAUDIUS WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE GOVERNMENT COMMANDED THE MURDERERS OF CAIUS TO BE SLAIN. 
1. NOW CLAUDIUS, THOUGH HE WAS SENSIBLE AFTER WHAT AN INSOLENT MANNER THE SENATE HAD SENT TO HIM YET DID HE, ACCORDING TO THEIR ADVICE, BEHAVE HIMSELF FOR THE PRESENT WITH MODERATION; BUT NOT SO FAR THAT HE COULD NOT RECOVER HIMSELF OUT OF HIS FRIGHT; SO HE WAS ENCOURAGED [TO CLAIM THE GOVERNMENT] PARTLY BY THE BOLDNESS OF THE SOLDIERS, AND PARTLY BY THE PERSUASION OF KING AGRIPPA, WHO EXHORTED HIM NOT TO LET SUCH A DOMINION SLIP OUT OF HIS HANDS, WHEN IT CAME THUS TO HIM OF ITS OWN ACCORD. NOW THIS AGRIPPA, WITH RELATION TO CAIUS, DID WHAT BECAME ONE THAT HAD BEEN SO MUCH HONORED BY HIM; FOR HE EMBRACED CAIUS'S BODY AFTER HE WAS DEAD, AND LAID IT UPON A BED, AND COVERED IT AS WELL AS HE COULD, AND WENT OUT TO THE GUARDS, AND TOLD THEM THAT CAIUS WAS STILL ALIVE; BUT HE SAID THAT THEY SHOULD CALL FOR PHYSICIANS, SINCE HE WAS VERY ILL OF HIS WOUNDS. BUT WHEN HE HAD LEARNED THAT CLAUDIUS WAS CARRIED AWAY VIOLENTLY BY THE SOLDIERS, HE RUSHED THROUGH THE CROWD TO HIM, AND WHEN HE FOUND THAT HE WAS IN DISORDER, AND READY TO RESIGN UP THE GOVERNMENT TO THE SENATE, HE ENCOURAGED HIM, AND DESIRED HIM TO KEEP THE GOVERNMENT; BUT WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS TO CLAUDIUS, HE RETIRED HOME. AND UPON THE SENATE'S SENDING FOR HIM, HE ANOINTED HIS HEAD WITH OINTMENT, AS IF HE HAD LATELY ACCOMPANIED WITH HIS WIFE, AND HAD DISMISSED HER, AND THEN CAME TO THEM: HE ALSO ASKED OF THE SENATORS WHAT CLAUDIUS DID; WHO TOLD HIM THE PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS, AND THEN ASKED HIS OPINION ABOUT THE SETTLEMENT OF THE PUBLIC. HE TOLD THEM IN WORDS THAT HE WAS READY TO LOSE HIS LIFE FOR THE HONOR OF THE SENATE, BUT DESIRED THEM TO CONSIDER WHAT WAS FOR THEIR ADVANTAGE, WITHOUT ANY REGARD TO WHAT WAS MOST AGREEABLE TO THEM; FOR THAT THOSE WHO GRASP AT GOVERNMENT WILL STAND IN NEED OF WEAPONS AND SOLDIERS TO GUARD THEM, UNLESS THEY WILL SET UP WITHOUT ANY PREPARATION FOR IT, AND SO FALL INTO DANGER. AND WHEN THE SENATE REPLIED THAT THEY WOULD BRING IN WEAPONS IN ABUNDANCE, AND MONEY, AND THAT AS TO AN ARMY, A PART OF IT WAS ALREADY COLLECTED TOGETHER FOR THEM, AND THEY WOULD RAISE A LARGER ONE BY GIVING THE SLAVES THEIR LIBERTY, - AGRIPPA MADE ANSWER, "O SENATORS! MAY YOU BE ABLE TO COMPASS WHAT YOU HAVE A MIND TO; YET WILL I IMMEDIATELY TELL YOU MY THOUGHTS, BECAUSE THEY TEND TO YOUR PRESERVATION. TAKE NOTICE, THEN, THAT THE ARMY WHICH WILL FIGHT FOR CLAUDIUS HATH BEEN LONG EXERCISED IN WARLIKE AFFAIRS; BUT OUR ARMY WILL BE NO BETTER THAN A RUDE MULTITUDE OF RAW MEN, AND THOSE SUCH AS HAVE BEEN UNEXPECTEDLY MADE FREE FROM SLAVERY, AND UNGOVERNABLE; WE MUST THEN FIGHT AGAINST THOSE THAT ARE SKILLFUL IN WAR, WITH MEN WHO KNOW NOT SO MUCH AS HOW TO DRAW THEIR SWORDS. SO THAT MY OPINION IS, THAT WE SHOULD SEND SOME PERSONS TO CLAUDIUS, TO PERSUADE HIM TO LAY DOWN THE GOVERNMENT; AND I AM READY TO BE ONE OF YOUR AMBASSADORS." 
2. UPON THIS SPEECH OF AGRIPPA, THE SENATE COMPLIED WITH HIM, AND HE WAS SENT AMONG OTHERS, AND PRIVATELY INFORMED CLAUDIUS OF THE DISORDER THE SENATE WAS IN, AND GAVE HIM INSTRUCTIONS TO ANSWER THEM IN A SOMEWHAT COMMANDING STRAIN, AND AS ONE INVESTED WITH DIGNITY AND AUTHORITY. ACCORDINGLY, CLAUDIUS SAID TO THE AMBASSADORS, THAT HE DID NOT WONDER THE SENATE HAD NO MIND TO HAVE AN EMPEROR OVER THEM, BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN HARASSED BY THE BARBARITY OF THOSE THAT HAD FORMERLY BEEN AT THE HEAD OF THEIR AFFAIRS; BUT THAT THEY SHOULD TASTE OF AN EQUITABLE GOVERNMENT UNDER HIM, AND MODERATE TIMES, WHILE HE SHOULD ONLY HE THEIR RULER IN NAME, BUT THE AUTHORITY SHOULD BE EQUALLY COMMON TO THEM ALL; AND SINCE HE HAD PASSED THROUGH MANY AND VARIOUS SCENES OF LIFE BEFORE THEIR EYES, IT WOULD BE GOOD FOR THEM NOT TO DISTRUST HIM. SO, THE AMBASSADORS, UPON THEIR HEARING THIS HIS ANSWER, WERE DISMISSED. BUT CLAUDIUS DISCOURSED WITH THE ARMY WHICH WAS THERE GATHERED TOGETHER, WHO TOOK OATHS THAT THEY WOULD PERSIST IN THEIR FIDELITY TO HIM; UPON WHICH HE GAVE THE GUARDS EVERY MAN FIVE THOUSAND DRACHMAE A-PIECE, AND A PROPORTIONABLE QUANTITY TO THEIR CAPTAINS, AND PROMISED TO GIVE THE SAME TO THE REST OF THE ARMIES WHERESOEVER THEY WERE. 
3. AND NOW THE CONSULS CALLED THE SENATE TOGETHER INTO THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER THE CONQUEROR, WHILE IT WAS STILL NIGHT; BUT SOME OF THOSE SENATORS CONCEALED THEMSELVES IN THE CITY, BEING UNCERTAIN WHAT TO DO, UPON THE HEARING OF THIS SUMMONS; AND SOME OF THEM WENT OUT OF THE CITY TO THEIR OWN FARMS, AS FORESEEING WHITHER THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS WERE GOING, AND DESPAIRING OF LIBERTY; NAY, THESE SUPPOSED IT MUCH BETTER FOR THEM TO BE SLAVES WITHOUT DANGER TO THEMSELVES, AND TO LIVE A LAZY AND INACTIVE LIFE, THAN BY CLAIMING THE DIGNITY OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, TO RUN THE HAZARD OF THEIR OWN SAFETY. HOWEVER, A HUNDRED AND NO MORE WERE GOTTEN TOGETHER; AND AS THEY WERE IN CONSULTATION ABOUT THE PRESENT POSTURE OF AFFAIRS, A SUDDEN CLAMOR WAS MADE BY THE SOLDIERS THAT WERE ON THEIR SIDE, DESIRING THAT THE SENATE WOULD CHOOSE THEM AN EMPEROR, AND NOT BRING THE GOVERNMENT INTO RUIN BY SETTING UP A MULTITUDE OF RULERS. SO, THEY FULLY DECLARED THEMSELVES TO BE FOR THE GIVING THE GOVERNMENT NOT TO ALL, BUT TO ONE; BUT THEY GAVE THE SENATE LEAVE TO LOOK OUT FOR A PERSON WORTHY TO BE SET OVER THEM, INSOMUCH THAT NOW THE AFFAIRS OF THE SENATE WERE MUCH WORSE THAN BEFORE, BECAUSE THEY HAD NOT ONLY FAILED IN THE RECOVERY OF THEIR LIBERTY, WHICH THEY BOASTED THEMSELVES OF, BUT WERE IN DREAD OF CLAUDIUS ALSO. YET WERE THERE THOSE THAT HANKERED AFTER THE GOVERNMENT, BOTH ON ACCOUNT OF THE DIGNITY OF THEIR FAMILIES AND THAT ACCRUING TO THEM BY THEIR MARRIAGES; FOR MARCUS MINUCIANUS WAS ILLUSTRIOUS, BOTH BY HIS OWN NOBILITY, AND BY HIS HAVING MARRIED JULIA, THE SISTER OF CAIUS, WHO ACCORDINGLY WAS VERY READY TO CLAIM THE GOVERNMENT, ALTHOUGH THE CONSULS DISCOURAGED HIM, AND MADE ONE DELAY AFTER ANOTHER IN PROPOSING IT: THAT MINUCIANUS ALSO, WHO WAS ONE OF CAIUS'S MURDERERS, RESTRAINED VALERIUS OF ASIA FROM THINKING OF SUCH THINGS; AND A PRODIGIOUS SLAUGHTER THERE HAD BEEN, IF LEAVE HAD BEEN GIVEN TO THESE MEN TO SET UP FOR THEMSELVES, AND OPPOSE CLAUDIUS. THERE WERE ALSO A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF GLADIATORS BESIDES, AND OF THOSE SOLDIERS WHO KEPT WATCH BY NIGHT IN THE CITY, AND ROWERS OF SHIPS, WHO ALL RAN INTO THE CAMP; INSOMUCH THAT, OF THOSE WHO PUT IN FOR THE GOVERNMENT, SOME LEFT OFF THEIR PRETENSIONS IN ORDER TO SPARE THE CITY, AND OTHERS OUT OF FEAR FOR THEIR OWN PERSONS. 
4. BUT AS SOON AS EVER IT WAS DAY, CHEREA, AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, CAME INTO THE SENATE, AND ATTEMPTED TO MAKE SPEECHES TO THE SOLDIERS. HOWEVER, THE MULTITUDE OF THOSE SOLDIERS, WHEN THEY SAW THAT THEY WERE MAKING SIGNALS FOR SILENCE WITH THEIR HANDS, AND WERE READY TO BEGIN TO SPEAK TO THEM, GREW TUMULTUOUS, AND WOULD NOT LET THEM SPEAK AT ALL, BECAUSE THEY WERE ALL ZEALOUS TO BE UNDER A MONARCHY; AND THEY DEMANDED OF THE SENATE ONE FOR THEIR RULER, AS NOT ENDURING ANY LONGER DELAYS: BUT THE SENATE HESITATED ABOUT EITHER THEIR OWN GOVERNING, OR HOW THEY SHOULD THEMSELVES BE GOVERNED, WHILE THE SOLDIERS WOULD NOT ADMIT THEM TO GOVERN, AND THE MURDERERS OF CAIUS WOULD NOT PERMIT THE SOLDIERS TO DICTATE TO THEM. WHEN THEY WERE IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, CHEREA WAS NOT ABLE TO CONTAIN THE ANGER HE HAD, AND PROMISED, THAT IF THEY DESIRED AN EMPEROR, HE WOULD GIVE THEM ONE, IF ANY ONE WOULD BRING HIM THE WATCHWORD FROM EUTYCHUS. NOW THIS EUTYCHUS WAS CHARIOTEER OF THE GREEN-BAND FACTION, STYLED PRASINE, AND A GREAT FRIEND OF CAIUS, WHO USED TO HARASS THE SOLDIERY WITH BUILDING STABLES FOR THE HORSES, AND SPENT HIS TIME IN IGNOMINIOUS LABORS, WHICH OCCASIONED CHEREA TO REPROACH THEM WITH HIM, AND TO ABUSE THEM WITH MUCH OTHER SCURRILOUS LANGUAGE; AND TOLD THEM HE WOULD BRING THEM THE HEAD OF CLAUDIUS; AND THAT IT WAS AN AMAZING THING, THAT, AFTER THEIR FORMER MADNESS, THEY SHOULD COMMIT THEIR GOVERNMENT TO A FOOL. YET WERE NOT THEY MOVED WITH HIS WORDS, BUT DREW THEIR SWORDS, AND TOOK UP THEIR ENSIGNS, AND WENT TO CLAUDIUS, TO JOIN IN TAKING THE OATH OF FIDELITY TO HIM. SO, THE SENATE WERE LEFT WITHOUT ANY BODY TO DEFEND THEM, AND THE VERY CONSULS DIFFERED NOTHING FROM PRIVATE PERSONS. THEY WERE ALSO UNDER CONSTERNATION AND SORROW, MEN NOT KNOWING WHAT WOULD BECOME OF THEM, BECAUSE CLAUDIUS WAS VERY ANGRY AT THEM; SO, THEY FELL A REPROACHING ONE ANOTHER, AND REPENTED OF WHAT THEY HAD DONE. AT WHICH JUNCTURE SABINUS, ONE OF CAIUS'S MURDERERS, THREATENED THAT HE WOULD SOONER COME INTO THE MIDST OF THEM AND KILL HIMSELF, THAN CONSENT TO MAKE CLAUDIUS EMPEROR, AND SEE SLAVERY RETURNING UPON THEM; HE ALSO ABUSED CHEREA FOR LOVING HIS LIFE TOO WELL, WHILE HE WHO WAS THE FIRST IN HIS CONTEMPT OF CAIUS, COULD THINK IT A GOOD THIN TO LIVE, WHEN, EVEN BY ALL THAT THEY HAD DONE FOR THE RECOVERY OF THEIR LIBERTY, THEY FOUND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO DO IT. BUT CHEREA SAID HE HAD NO MANNER OF DOUBT UPON HIM ABOUT KILLING HIMSELF; THAT YET HE WOULD FIRST SOUND THE INTENTIONS OF CLAUDIUS BEFORE HE DID IT. 
5. THESE WERE THE DEBATES [ABOUT THE SENATE]; BUT IN THE CAMP EVERY BODY WAS CROWDING ON ALL SIDES TO PAY THEIR COURT TO CLAUDIUS; AND THE OTHER CONSUL, QUINTUS POMPONHIS, WAS REPROACHED BY THE SOLDIERY, AS HAVING RATHER EXHORTED THE SENATE TO RECOVER THEIR LIBERTY; WHEREUPON THEY DREW THEIR SWORDS, AND WERE GOING TO ASSAULT HIM, AND THEY HAD DONE IT, IF CLAUDIUS HAD NOT HINDERED THEM, WHO SNATCHED THE CONSUL OUT OF THE DANGER HE WAS IN, AND SET HIM BY HIM. BUT HE DID NOT RECEIVE THAT PART OF THE SENATE WHICH WAS WITH QUINTUS IN THE LIKE HONORABLE MANNER; NAY, SOME OF THEM RECEIVED BLOWS, AND WERE THRUST AWAY AS THEY CAME TO SALUTE CLAUDIUS; NAY, APONIUS WENT AWAY WOUNDED, AND THEY WERE ALL IN DANGER. HOWEVER, KING AGRIPPA WENT UP TO CLAUDIUS, AND DESIRED HE WOULD TREAT THE SENATORS MORE GENTLY; FOR IF ANY MISCHIEF SHOULD COME TO THE SENATE, HE WOULD HAVE NO OTHERS OVER WHOM TO RULE. CLAUDIUS COMPLIED WITH HIM, AND CALLED THE SENATE TOGETHER INTO THE PALACE, AND WAS CARRIED THITHER HIMSELF THROUGH THE CITY, WHILE THE SOLDIERY CONDUCTED HIM, THOUGH THIS WAS TO THE GREAT VEXATION OF THE MULTITUDE; FOR CHEREA AND SABINUS, TWO OF CAIUS'S MURDERERS, WENT IN THE FORE-FRONT OF THEM, IN AN OPEN MANNER, WHILE POLLIO, WHOM CLAUDIUS, A LITTLE BEFORE, HAD MADE CAPTAIN OF HIS GUARDS, HAD SENT THEM AN EPISTOLARY EDICT, TO FORBID THEM TO APPEAR IN PUBLIC. THEN DID CLAUDIUS, UPON HIS COMING TO THE PALACE, GET HIS FRIENDS TOGETHER, AND DESIRED THEIR SUFFRAGES ABOUT CHEREA. THEY SAID THAT THE WORK HE HAD DONE WAS A GLORIOUS ONE; BUT THEY ACCUSED HIM THE HE DID IT OF PERFIDIOUSNESS, AND THOUGHT IT JUST TO INFLICT THE PUNISHMENT [OF DEATH] UPON HIM, TO DISCOUNTENANCE SUCH ACTIONS FOR THE TIME TO COME. SO CHEREA WAS LED TO HIS EXECUTION, AND LUPUS AND MANY OTHER ROMANS WITH HIM. NOW IT IS REPORTED THAT CHEREA BORE THIS CALAMITY COURAGEOUSLY; AND THIS NOT ONLY BY THE FIRMNESS OF HIS OWN BEHAVIOR UNDER IT, BUT BY THE REPROACHES HE LAID UPON LUPUS, WHO FELL INTO TEARS; FOR WHEN LUPUS LAID HIS GARMENT ASIDE, AND COMPLAINED OF THE COLD HE SAID, THAT COLD WAS NEVER HURTFUL TO LUPUS [I.E. A WOLF] AND AS A GREAT MANY MEN WENT ALONG WITH THEM TO SEE THE SIGHT, WHEN CHEREA CAME TO THE PLACE, HE ASKED THE SOLDIER WHO WAS TO BE THEIR EXECUTIONER, WHETHER THIS OFFICE WAS WHAT HE WAS USED TO, OR WHETHER THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME OF HIS USING HIS SWORD IN THAT MANNER, AND DESIRED HIM TO BRING HIM THAT VERY SWORD WITH WHICH HE HIMSELF SLEW CAIUS. SO, HE WAS HAPPILY KILLED AT ONE STROKE. BUT LUPUS DID NOT MEET WITH SUCH GOOD FORTUNE IN GOING OUT OF THE WORLD, SINCE HE WAS TIMOROUS, AND HAD MANY BLOWS LEVELED AT HIS NECK, BECAUSE HE DID NOT STRETCH IT OUT BOLDLY [AS HE OUGHT TO HAVE DONE]. 
6. NOW, A FEW DAYS AFTER THIS, AS THE PARENTAL SOLEMNITIES WERE JUST AT HAND, THE ROMAN MULTITUDE MADE THEIR USUAL OBLATIONS TO THEIR SEVERAL GHOSTS, AND PUT PORTIONS INTO THE FIRE IN HONOR OF CHEREA, AND BESOUGHT HIM TO BE MERCIFUL TO THEM, AND NOT CONTINUE HIS ANGER AGAINST THEM FOR THEIR INGRATITUDE. AND THIS WAS THE END OF THE LIFE THAT CHEREA CAME TO. BUT FOR SABINUS, ALTHOUGH CLAUDIUS NOT ONLY SET HIM AT LIBERTY, BUT GAVE HIM LEAVE TO RETAIN HIS FORMER COMMAND IN THE ARMY, YET DID HE THINK IT WOULD BE UNJUST IN HIM TO FAIL OF PERFORMING HIS OBLIGATIONS TO HIS FELLOW CONFEDERATES; SO, HE FELL UPON HIS SWORD, AND KILLED HIMSELF, THE WOUND REACHING UP TO THE VERY HILT OF THE SWORD. 
CHAPTER 5. HOW CLAUDIUS RESTORED TO AGRIPPA HIS GRANDFATHERS KINGDOMS AND AUGMENTED HIS DOMINIONS; AND HOW HE PUBLISHED AN EDICT IN BEHALF. 
1. NOW WHEN CLAUDIUS HAD TAKEN OUT OF THE WAY ALL THOSE SOLDIERS WHOM HE SUSPECTED, WHICH HE DID IMMEDIATELY, HE PUBLISHED AN EDICT, AND THEREIN CONFIRMED THAT KINGDOM TO AGRIPPA WHICH CAIUS HAD GIVEN HIM, AND THEREIN COMMENDED THE KING HIGHLY. HE ALSO MADE ALL ADDITION TO IT OF ALL THAT COUNTRY OVER WHICH HEROD, WHO WAS HIS GRANDFATHER, HAD REIGNED, THAT IS, JUDEA AND SAMARIA; AND THIS HE RESTORED TO HIM AS DUE TO HIS FAMILY. BUT FOR ABILA OF LYSANIAS, AND ALL THAT LAY AT MOUNT LIBANUS, HE BESTOWED THEM UPON HIM, AS OUT OF HIS OWN TERRITORIES. HE ALSO MADE A LEAGUE WITH THIS AGRIPPA, CONFIRMED BY OATHS, IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FORUM, IN THE CITY OF ROME: HE ALSO TOOK AWAY FROM ANTIOCHUS THAT KINGDOM WHICH HE WAS POSSESSED OF, BUT GAVE HIM A CERTAIN PART OF CILICIA AND COMMAGENA: HE ALSO SET ALEXANDER LYSIMACHUS, THE ALABARCH, AT LIBERTY, WHO HAD BEEN HIS OLD FRIEND, AND STEWARD TO HIS MOTHER ANTONIA, BUT HAD BEEN IMPRISONED BY CAIUS, WHOSE SON [MARCUS] MARRIED BERNICE, THE DAUGHTER OF AGRIPPA. BUT WHEN MARCUS, ALEXANDER'S SON, WAS DEAD, WHO HAD MARRIED HER WHEN SHE WAS A VIRGIN, AGRIPPA GAVE HER IN MARRIAGE TO HIS BROTHER HEROD, AND BEGGED FOR HIM OF CLAUDIUS THE KINGDOM OF CHALCIS. 
2. NOW ABOUT THIS TIME THERE WAS A SEDITION BETWEEN THE JEWS AND THE GREEKS, AT THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA; FOR WHEN CAIUS WAS DEAD, THE NATION OF THE JEWS, WHICH HAD BEEN VERY MUCH MORTIFIED UNDER THE REIGN OF CAIUS, AND REDUCED TO VERY GREAT DISTRESS BY THE PEOPLE OF ALEXANDRIA, RECOVERED ITSELF, AND IMMEDIATELY TOOK UP THEIR ARMS TO FIGHT FOR THEMSELVES. SO CLAUDIUS SENT AN ORDER TO THE PRESIDENT OF EGYPT TO QUIET THAT TUMULT; HE ALSO SENT AN EDICT, AT THE REQUESTS OF KING AGRIPPA AND KING HEROD, BOTH TO ALEXANDRIA AND TO SYRIA, WHOSE CONTENTS WERE AS FOLLOWS: "TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS CAESAR AUGUSTUS GERMANICUS, HIGH PRIEST, AND TRIBUNE OF THE PEOPLE, ORDAINS THUS: SINCE I AM ASSURED THAT THE JEWS OF ALEXANDRIA, CALLED ALEXANDRIANS, HAVE BEEN JOINT INHABITANTS IN THE EARLIEST TIMES WITH THE ALEXANDRIANS, AND HAVE OBTAINED FROM THEIR KINGS EQUAL PRIVILEGES WITH THEM, AS IS EVIDENT BY THE PUBLIC RECORDS THAT ARE IN THEIR POSSESSION, AND THE EDICTS THEMSELVES; AND THAT AFTER ALEXANDRIA HAD BEEN SUBJECTED TO OUR EMPIRE BY AUGUSTUS, THEIR RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES HAVE BEEN PRESERVED BY THOSE PRESIDENTS WHO HAVE AT DIVERS TIMES BEEN SENT THITHER; AND THAT NO DISPUTE HAD BEEN RAISED ABOUT THOSE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES, EVEN WHEN AQUILA WAS GOVERNOR OF ALEXANDRIA; AND THAT WHEN THE JEWISH ETHNARCH WAS DEAD, AUGUSTUS DID NOT PROHIBIT THE MAKING SUCH ETHNARCHS, AS WILLING THAT ALL MEN SHOULD BE SO SUBJECT [TO THE ROMANS] AS TO CONTINUE IN THE OBSERVATION OF THEIR OWN CUSTOMS, AND NOT BE FORCED TO TRANSGRESS THE ANCIENT RULES OF THEIR OWN COUNTRY RELIGION; BUT THAT, IN THE TIME OF CAIUS, THE ALEXANDRIANS BECAME INSOLENT TOWARDS THE JEWS THAT WERE AMONG THEM, WHICH CAIUS, OUT OF HIS GREAT MADNESS AND WANT OF UNDERSTANDING, REDUCED THE NATION OF THE JEWS VERY LOW, BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT TRANSGRESS THE RELIGIOUS WORSHIP OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND CALL HIM A GOD: I WILL THEREFORE THAT THE NATION OF THE JEWS BE NOT DEPRIVED OF THEIR RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES, ON ACCOUNT OF THE MADNESS OF CAIUS; BUT THAT THOSE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES WHICH THEY FORMERLY ENJOYED BE PRESERVED TO THEM, AND THAT THEY MAY CONTINUE IN THEIR OWN CUSTOMS. AND I CHARGE BOTH PARTIES TO TAKE VERY GREAT CARE THAT NO TROUBLES MAY ARISE AFTER THE PROMULGATION OF THIS EDICT." 
3. AND SUCH WERE THE CONTENTS OF THIS EDICT ON BEHALF OF THE JEWS THAT WAS SENT TO ALEXANDRIA. BUT THE EDICT THAT WAS SENT INTO THE OTHER PARTS OF THE HABITABLE EARTH WAS THIS WHICH FOLLOWS: "TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS CAESAR AUGUSTUS GERMANICUS, HIGH PRIEST, TRIBUNE OF THE PEOPLE, CHOSEN CONSUL THE SECOND TIME, ORDAINS THUS: UPON THE PETITION OF KING AGRIPPA AND KING HEROD, WHO ARE PERSONS VERY DEAR TO ME, THAT I WOULD GRANT THE SAME RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES SHOULD BE PRESERVED TO THE JEWS WHICH ARE IN ALL THE ROMAN EMPIRE, WHICH I HAVE GRANTED TO THOSE OF ALEXANDRIA, I VERY WILLINGLY COMPLY THEREWITH; AND THIS GRANT I MAKE NOT ONLY FOR THE SAKE OF THE PETITIONERS, BUT AS JUDGING THOSE JEWS FOR WHOM I HAVE BEEN PETITIONED WORTHY OF SUCH A FAVOR, ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR FIDELITY AND FRIENDSHIP TO THE ROMANS. I THINK IT ALSO VERY JUST THAT NO GRECIAN CITY SHOULD BE DEPRIVED OF SUCH RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES, SINCE THEY WERE PRESERVED TO THEM UNDER THE GREAT AUGUSTUS. IT WILL THEREFORE BE FIT TO PERMIT THE JEWS, WHO ARE IN ALL THE WORLD UNDER US, TO KEEP THEIR ANCIENT CUSTOMS WITHOUT BEING HINDERED SO TO DO. AND I DO CHARGE THEM ALSO TO USE THIS MY KINDNESS TO THEM WITH MODERATION, AND NOT TO SHOW A CONTEMPT OF THE SUPERSTITIOUS OBSERVANCES OF OTHER NATIONS, BUT TO KEEP THEIR OWN LAWS ONLY. AND I WILL THAT THIS DECREE OF MINE BE ENGRAVEN ON TABLES BY THE MAGISTRATES OF THE CITIES, AND COLONIES, AND MUNICIPAL PLACES, BOTH THOSE WITHIN ITALY AND THOSE WITHOUT IT, BOTH KINGS AND GOVERNORS, BY THE MEANS OF THE AMBASSADORS, AND TO HAVE THEM EXPOSED TO THE PUBLIC FOR FULL THIRTY DAYS, IN SUCH A PLACE WHENCE IT MAY PLAINLY BE READ FROM THE GROUND. 
CHAPTER 6. WHAT THINGS WERE DONE BY AGRIPPA AT JERUSALEM WHEN HE WAS RETURNED BACK INTO JUDEA; AND WHAT IT WAS THAT PETRONIUS WROTE TO THE INHABITANTS OF DORIS, IN BEHALF  
1. NOW CLAUDIUS CAESAR, BY THESE DECREES OF HIS WHICH WERE SENT TO ALEXANDRIA, AND TO ALL THE HABITABLE EARTH, MADE KNOWN WHAT OPINION HE HAD OF THE JEWS. SO, HE SOON SENT AGRIPPA AWAY TO TAKE HIS KINGDOM, NOW HE WAS ADVANCED TO A MORE ILLUSTRIOUS DIGNITY THAN BEFORE, AND SENT LETTERS TO THE PRESIDENTS AND PROCURATORS OF THE PROVINCES THAT THEY SHOULD TREAT HIM VERY KINDLY. ACCORDINGLY, HE RETURNED IN HASTE, AS WAS LIKELY HE WOULD, NOW LIE RETURNED IN MUCH GREATER PROSPERITY THAN HE HAD BEFORE. HE ALSO CAME TO JERUSALEM, AND OFFERED ALL THE SACRIFICES THAT BELONGED TO HIM, AND OMITTED NOTHING WHICH THE LAW REQUIRED; ON WHICH ACCOUNT HE ORDAINED THAT MANY OF THE NAZARITES SHOULD HAVE THEIR HEADS SHORN. AND FOR THE GOLDEN CHAIN WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN HIM BY CAIUS, OF EQUAL WEIGHT WITH THAT IRON CHAIN WHEREWITH HIS ROYAL HANDS HAD BEEN BOUND, HE HUNG IT UP WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE TEMPLE, OVER THE TREASURY, THAT IT MIGHT BE A MEMORIAL OF THE SEVERE FATE HE HAD LAIN UNDER, AND A TESTIMONY OF HIS CHANGE FOR THE BETTER; THAT IT MIGHT BE A DEMONSTRATION HOW THE GREATEST PROSPERITY MAY HAVE A FALL, AND THAT GOD SOMETIMES RAISES UP WHAT IS FALLEN DOWN: FOR THIS CHAIN THUS DEDICATED AFFORDED A DOCUMENT TO ALL MEN, THAT KING AGRIPPA HAD BEEN ONCE BOUND IN A CHAIN FOR A SMALL CAUSE, BUT RECOVERED HIS FORMER DIGNITY AGAIN; AND A LITTLE WHILE AFTERWARD GOT OUT OF HIS BONDS, AND WAS ADVANCED TO BE A MORE ILLUSTRIOUS KING THAN HE WAS BEFORE. WHENCE MEN MAY UNDERSTAND THAT ALL THAT PARTAKE OF HUMAN NATURE, HOW GREAT SOEVER THEY ARE, MAY FALL; AND THAT THOSE THAT FALL MAY GAIN THEIR FORMER ILLUSTRIOUS DIGNITY AGAIN. 
2. AND WHEN AGRIPPA HAD ENTIRELY FINISHED ALL THE DUTIES OF THE DIVINE WORSHIP, HE REMOVED THEOPHILUS, THE SON OF ANANUS, FROM THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND BESTOWED THAT HONOR OF HIS ON SIMON THE SON OF BOETHUS, WHOSE NAME WAS ALSO CANTHERAS WHOSE DAUGHTER KING HEROD MARRIED, AS I HAVE RELATED ABOVE. SIMON, THEREFORE, HAD THE [HIGH] PRIESTHOOD WITH HIS BRETHREN, AND WITH HIS FATHER, IN LIKE MANNER AS THE SONS OF SIMON, THE SON OF ONIAS, WHO WERE THREE, HAD IT FORMERLY UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF THE MACEDONIANS, AS WE HAVE RELATED IN A FORMER BOOK. 
3. WHEN THE KING HAD SETTLED THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD AFTER THIS MANNER, HE RETURNED THE KINDNESS WHICH THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM HAD SHOWED HIM; FOR HE RELEASED THEM FROM THE TAX UPON HOUSES, EVERY ONE OF WHICH PAID IT BEFORE, THINKING IT A GOOD THING TO REQUITE THE TENDER AFFECTION OF THOSE THAT LOVED HIM. HE ALSO MADE SILAS THE GENERAL OF HIS FORCES, AS A MAN WHO HAD PARTAKEN WITH HIM IN MANY OF HIS TROUBLES. BUT AFTER A VERY LITTLE WHILE THE YOUNG MEN OF DORIS, PREFERRING A RASH ATTEMPT BEFORE PIETY, AND BEING NATURALLY BOLD AND INSOLENT, CARRIED A STATUE OF CAESAR INTO A SYNAGOGUE OF THE JEWS, AND ERECTED IT THERE. THIS PROCEDURE OF THEIRS GREATLY PROVOKED AGRIPPA; FOR IT PLAINLY TENDED TO THE DISSOLUTION OF THE LAWS OF HIS COUNTRY. SO HE CAME WITHOUT DELAY TO PUBLIUS PETRONIUS, WHO WAS THEN PRESIDENT OF SYRIA, AND ACCUSED THE PEOPLE OF DORIS. NOR DID HE LESS RESENT WHAT WAS DONE THAN DID AGRIPPA; FOR HE JUDGED IT A PIECE OF IMPIETY TO TRANSGRESS THE LAWS THAT REGULATE THE ACTIONS OF MEN. SO HE WROTE THE FOLLOWING LETTER TO THE PEOPLE OF DORIS IN AN ANGRY STRAIN: "PUBLIUS PETRONIUS, THE PRESIDENT UNDER TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS CAESAR AUGUSTUS GERMANICUS, TO THE MAGISTRATES OF DORIS, ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: SINCE SOME OF YOU HAVE HAD THE BOLDNESS, OR MADNESS RATHER, AFTER THE EDICT OF CLAUDIUS CAESAR AUGUSTUS GERMANICUS WAS PUBLISHED, FOR PERMITTING THE JEWS TO OBSERVE THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY, NOT TO OBEY THE SAME, BUT HAVE ACTED IN ENTIRE OPPOSITION THERETO, AS FORBIDDING THE JEWS TO ASSEMBLE TOGETHER IN THE SYNAGOGUE, BY REMOVING CAESAR'S STATUE, AND SETTING IT UP THEREIN, AND THEREBY HAVE OFFENDED NOT ONLY THE JEWS, BUT THE EMPEROR HIMSELF, WHOSE STATUE IS MORE COMMODIOUSLY PLACED IN HIS OWN TEMPLE THAN IN A FOREIGN ONE, WHERE IS THE PLACE OF ASSEMBLING TOGETHER; WHILE IT IS BUT A PART OF NATURAL JUSTICE, THAT EVERY ONE SHOULD HAVE THE POWER OVER THE PLACE BELONGING PECULIARLY TO THEMSELVES, ACCORDING TO THE DETERMINATION OF CAESAR, - TO SAY NOTHING OF MY OWN DETERMINATION, WHICH IT WOULD BE RIDICULOUS TO MENTION AFTER THE EMPEROR'S EDICT, WHICH GIVES THE JEWS LEAVE TO MAKE USE OF THEIR OWN CUSTOMS, AS ALSO GIVES ORDER THAT THEY ENJOY EQUALLY THE RIGHTS OF CITIZENS WITH THE GREEKS THEMSELVES, - I THEREFORE ORDAIN THAT PROCULUS VITELLIUS, THE CENTURION, BRING THOSE MEN TO ME, WHO, CONTRARY TO AUGUSTUS'S EDICT, HAVE BEEN SO INSOLENT AS TO DO THIS THING, AT WHICH THOSE VERY MEN, WHO APPEAR TO BE OF PRINCIPAL REPUTATION AMONG THEM, HAVE AN INDIGNATION ALSO, AND ALLEGE FOR THEMSELVES, 'THAT IT WAS NOT DONE WITH THEIR CONSENT, BUT BY THE VIOLENCE OF THE MULTITUDE, THAT THEY MAY GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT HATH BEEN DONE. I ALSO EXHORT THE PRINCIPAL MAGISTRATES AMONG THEM, UNLESS THEY HAVE A MIND TO HAVE THIS ACTION ESTEEMED TO BE DONE WITH THEIR CONSENT, TO INFORM THE CENTURION OF THOSE THAT WERE GUILTY OF IT, AND TAKE CARE THAT NO HANDLE BE HENCE TAKEN FOR RAISING A SEDITION OR QUARREL AMONG THEM; WHICH THOSE SEEM TO ME TO TREAT AFTER WHO ENCOURAGE SUCH DOINGS; WHILE BOTH I MYSELF, AND KING AGRIPPA, FOR WHOM I HAVE THE HIGHEST HONOR, HAVE NOTHING MORE UNDER OUR CARE, THAN THAT THE NATION OF THE JEWS MAY HAVE NO OCCASION GIVEN THEM OF GETTING TOGETHER, UNDER THE PRETENSE OF AVENGING THEMSELVES, AND BECOME TUMULTUOUS. AND THAT IT MAY BE MORE PUBLICLY KNOWN WHAT AUGUSTUS HATH RESOLVED ABOUT THIS WHOLE MATTER, I HAVE SUBJOINED THOSE EDICTS WHICH HE HATH LATELY CAUSED TO BE PUBLISHED AT ALEXANDRIA, AND WHICH, ALTHOUGH THEY MAY BE WELL KNOWN TO ALL, YET DID KING AGRIPPA, FOR WHOM I HAVE THE HIGHEST HONOR, READ THEM AT THAT TIME BEFORE MY TRIBUNAL, AND PLEADED THAT THE JEWS OUGHT NOT TO BE DEPRIVED OF THOSE RIGHTS WHICH AUGUSTUS HATH GRANTED THEM. I THEREFORE CHARGE YOU, THAT YOU DO NOT, FOR THE TIME TO COME, SEEK FOR ANY OCCASION OF SEDITION OR DISTURBANCE, BUT THAT EVERY ONE BE ALLOWED TO FOLLOW THEIR OWN RELIGIOUS CUSTOMS." 
4. THUS DID PETRONIUS TAKE CARE OF THIS MATTER, THAT SUCH A BREACH OF THE LAW MIGHT BE CORRECTED, AND THAT NO SUCH THING MIGHT BE ATTEMPTED AFTERWARDS AGAINST THE JEWS. AND NOW KING AGRIPPA TOOK THE [HIGH] PRIESTHOOD AWAY FROM SIMON CANTHERAS, AND PUT JONATHAN, THE SON OF ANANUS, INTO IT AGAIN, AND OWNED THAT HE WAS MORE-WORTHY OF THAT DIGNITY THAN THE OTHER. BUT THIS WAS NOT A THING ACCEPTABLE TO HIM, TO RECOVER THAT HIS FORMER DIGNITY. SO, HE REFUSED IT, AND SAID, "O KING! I REJOICE IN THE HONOR THAT THOU HAST FOR ME, AND TAKE IT KINDLY THAT THOU WOULDST GIVE ME SUCH A DIGNITY OF THY OWN INCLINATIONS, ALTHOUGH GOD HATH JUDGED THAT I AM NOT AT ALL WORTHY OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD. I AM SATISFIED WITH HAVING ONCE PUT ON THE SACRED GARMENTS; FOR I THEN PUT THEM ON AFTER A MORE HOLY MANNER THAN I SHOULD NOW RECEIVE THEM AGAIN. BUT IF THOU DESIREST THAT A PERSON MORE-WORTHY THAN MYSELF SHOULD HAVE THIS HONORABLE EMPLOYMENT, GIVE ME LEAVE TO NAME THEE SUCH A ONE. I HAVE A BROTHER THAT IS PURE FROM ALL SIN AGAINST GOD, AND OF ALL OFFENSES AGAINST THYSELF; I RECOMMEND HIM TO THEE, AS ONE THAT IS FIT FOR THIS DIGNITY." SO, THE KING WAS PLEASED WITH THESE WORDS OF HIS, AND PASSED BY JONATHAN, AND, ACCORDING TO HIS BROTHER'S DESIRE, BESTOWED THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD UPON MATTHIAS. NOR WAS IT LONG BEFORE MARCUS SUCCEEDED PETRONIUS, AS PRESIDENT OF SYRIA. 
CHAPTER 7. CONCERNING SILAS AND ON WHAT ACCOUNT IT WAS THAT KING AGRIPPA WAS ANGRY AT HIM. HOW AGRIPPA BEGAN TO ENCOMPASS JERUSALEM WITH A WALL; AND WHAT BENEFITS HE BESTOWED ON THE INHABITANTS OF BERYTUS. 
1. NOW SILAS, THE GENERAL OF THE KING'S HORSE, BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN FAITHFUL TO HIM UNDER ALL HIS MISFORTUNES, AND HAD NEVER REFUSED TO BE A PARTAKER WITH HIM IN ANY OF HIS DANGERS, BUT HAD OFTENTIMES UNDERGONE THE MOST HAZARDOUS DANGERS FOR HIM, WAS FULL OF ASSURANCE, AND THOUGHT HE MIGHT EXPECT A SORT OF EQUALITY WITH THE KING, ON ACCOUNT OF THE FIRMNESS OF THE FRIENDSHIP HE HAD SHOWED TO HIM. ACCORDINGLY, HE WOULD NO WHERE LET THE KING SIT AS HIS SUPERIOR, AND TOOK THE LIKE LIBERTY IN SPEAKING TO HIM UPON ALL OCCASIONS, TILL HE BECAME TROUBLESOME TO THE KING, WHEN THEY WERE MERRY TOGETHER, EXTOLLING HIMSELF BEYOND MEASURE, AND OFT PUTTING THE KING IN MIND OF THE SEVERITY OF FORTUNE HE HAD UNDERGONE, THAT HE MIGHT, BY WAY OF OSTENTATION, DEMONSTRATE WHAT ZEAL HE HAD SHOWED IN HIS SERVICE; AND WAS CONTINUALLY HARPING UPON THIS STRING, WHAT PAINS HE HAD TAKEN FOR HIM, AND MUCH ENLARGED STILL UPON THAT SUBJECT. THE REPETITION OF THIS SO FREQUENTLY SEEMED TO REPROACH THE KING, INSOMUCH THAT HE TOOK THIS UNGOVERNABLE LIBERTY OF TALKING VERY ILL AT HIS HANDS. FOR THE COMMEMORATION OF TIMES WHEN MEN HAVE BEEN UNDER IGNOMINY, IS BY NO MEANS AGREEABLE TO THEM; AND HE IS A VERY SILLY MAN WHO IS PERPETUALLY RELATING TO A PERSON WHAT KINDNESS HE HAD DONE HIM. AT LAST, THEREFORE, SILAS HAD SO THOROUGHLY PROVOKED THE KING'S INDIGNATION, THAT HE ACTED RATHER OUT OF PASSION THAN GOOD CONSIDERATION, AND DID NOT ONLY TURN SILAS OUT OF HIS PLACE, AS GENERAL OF HIS HORSE, BUT SENT HIM IN BONDS INTO HIS OWN COUNTRY. BUT THE EDGE OF HIS ANGER WORE OFF BY LENGTH OF TIME, AND MADE ROOM FOR MORE JUST REASONINGS AS TO HIS JUDGMENT ABOUT THIS MAN; AND HE CONSIDERED HOW MANY LABORS HE HAD UNDERGONE FOR HIS SAKE. SO WHEN AGRIPPA WAS SOLEMNIZING HIS BIRTH-DAY, AND HE GAVE FESTIVAL ENTERTAINMENTS TO ALL HIS SUBJECTS, HE SENT FOR SILAS ON THE SUDDEN TO BE HIS GUEST. BUT AS HE WAS A VERY FRANK MAN, HE THOUGHT HE HAD NOW A JUST HANDLE GIVEN HIM TO BE ANGRY; WHICH HE COULD NOT CONCEAL FROM THOSE THAT CAME FOR HIM, BUT SAID TO THEM, "WHAT HONOR IS THIS THE KING INVITES ME TO, WHICH I CONCLUDE WILL SOON BE OVER? FOR THE KING HATH NOT LET ME KEEP THOSE ORIGINAL MARKS OF THE GOOD-WILL I BORE HIM, WHICH I ONCE HAD FROM HIM; BUT HE HATH PLUNDERED ME, AND THAT UNJUSTLY ALSO. DOES HE THINK THAT I CAN LEAVE OFF THAT LIBERTY OF SPEECH, WHICH, UPON THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF MY DESERTS, I SHALL USE MORE LOUDLY THAN BEFORE, AND SHALL RELATE HOW MANY MISFORTUNES I HAVE BEEN DELIVERED FROM; HOW MANY LABORS I HAVE UNDERGONE FOR HIM, WHEREBY I PROCURED HIM DELIVERANCE AND RESPECT; AS A REWARD FOR WHICH I HAVE BORNE THE HARDSHIPS OF BONDS AND A DARK PRISON? I SHALL NEVER FORGET THIS USAGE. NAY, PERHAPS, MY VERY SOUL, WHEN IT IS DEPARTED OUT OF THE BODY, WILL NOT FORGET THE GLORIOUS ACTIONS I DID ON HIS ACCOUNT." THIS WAS THE CLAMOR HE MADE, AND HE ORDERED THE MESSENGERS TO TELL IT TO THE KING. SO, HE PERCEIVED THAT SILAS WAS INCURABLE IN HIS FOLLY, AND STILL SUFFERED HIM TO LIE IN PRISON. 
2. AS FOR THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM, THAT WERE ADJOINING TO THE NEW CITY [BEZETHA], HE REPAIRED THEM AT THE EXPENSE OF THE PUBLIC, AND BUILT THEM WIDER IN BREADTH, AND HIGHER IN ALTITUDE; AND HE HAD MADE THEM TOO STRONG FOR ALL HUMAN POWER TO DEMOLISH, UNLESS MARCUS, THE THEN PRESIDENT OF SYRIA, HAD BY LETTER INFORMED CLAUDIUS CAESAR OF WHAT HE WAS DOING. AND WHEN CLAUDIUS HAD SOME SUSPICION OF ATTEMPTS FOR INNOVATION, HE SENT TO AGRIPPA TO LEAVE OFF THE BUILDING OF THOSE WALLS PRESENTLY. SO, HE OBEYED, AS NOT THINKING IT PROPER TO CONTRADICT CLAUDIUS. 
3. NOW THIS KING WAS BY NATURE VERY BENEFICENT AND LIBERAL IN HIS GIFTS, AND VERY AMBITIOUS TO OBLIGE PEOPLE WITH SUCH LARGE DONATIONS; AND HE MADE HIMSELF VERY ILLUSTRIOUS BY THE MANY CHARGEABLE PRESENTS HE MADE THEM. HE TOOK DELIGHT IN GIVING, AND REJOICED IN LIVING WITH GOOD REPUTATION. HE WAS NOT AT ALL LIKE THAT HEROD WHO REIGNED BEFORE HIM; FOR THAT HEROD WAS ILL-NATURED, AND SEVERE IN HIS PUNISHMENTS, AND HAD NO MERCY ON THEM THAT HE HATED; AND EVERY ONE PERCEIVED THAT HE WAS MORE FRIENDLY TO THE GREEKS THAN TO THE JEWS; FOR HE ADORNED FOREIGN CITIES WITH LARGE PRESENTS IN MONEY; WITH BUILDING THEM BATHS AND THEATRES BESIDES; NAY, IN SOME OF THOSE PLACES HE ERECTED TEMPLES, AND PORTICOES IN OTHERS; BUT HE DID NOT VOUCHSAFE TO RAISE ONE OF THE LEAST EDIFICES IN ANY JEWISH CITY, OR MAKE THEM ANY DONATION THAT WAS WORTH MENTIONING. BUT AGRIPPA'S TEMPER WAS MILD, AND EQUALLY LIBERAL TO ALL MEN. HE WAS HUMANE TO FOREIGNERS, AND MADE THEM SENSIBLE OF HIS LIBERALITY. HE WAS IN LIKE MANNER RATHER OF A GENTLE AND COMPASSIONATE TEMPER. ACCORDINGLY, HE LOVED TO LIVE CONTINUALLY AT JERUSALEM, AND WAS EXACTLY CAREFUL IN THE OBSERVANCE OF THE LAWS OF HIS COUNTRY. HE THEREFORE KEPT HIMSELF ENTIRELY PURE; NOR DID ANY DAY PASS OVER HIS HEAD WITHOUT ITS APPOINTED SACRIFICE. 
4. HOWEVER, THERE WAS A CERTAIN MALL OF THE JEWISH NATION AT JERUSALEM, WHO APPEARED TO BE VERY ACCURATE IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LAW. HIS NAME WAS SIMON. THIS MAN GOT TOGETHER AN ASSEMBLY, WHILE THE KING WAS ABSENT AT CESAREA, AND HAD THE INSOLENCE TO ACCUSE HIM AS NOT LIVING HOLILY, AND THAT HE MIGHT JUSTLY BE EXCLUDED OUT OF THE TEMPLE, SINCE IT BELONGED ONLY TO NATIVE JEWS. BUT THE GENERAL OF AGRIPPA'S ARMY INFORMED HIM THAT SIMON HAD MADE SUCH A SPEECH TO THE PEOPLE. SO, THE KING SENT FOR HIM; AND AS HE WAS SITTING IN THE THEATER, HE BID HIM SIT DOWN BY HIM, AND SAID TO HIM WITH A LOW AND GENTLE VOICE, "WHAT IS THERE DONE IN THIS PLACE THAT IS CONTRARY TO THE LAW?" BUT HE HAD NOTHING TO SAY FOR HIMSELF, BUT BEGGED HIS PARDON. SO, THE KING WAS MORE EASILY RECONCILED TO HIM THAN ONE COULD HAVE IMAGINED, AS ESTEEMING MILDNESS A BETTER QUALITY IN A KING THAN ANGER, AND KNOWING THAT MODERATION IS MORE BECOMING IN GREAT MEN THAN PASSION. SO, HE MADE SIMON A SMALL PRESENT, AND DISMISSED HIM. 
5. NOW AS AGRIPPA WAS A GREAT BUILDER IN MANY PLACES, HE PAID A PECULIAR REGARD TO THE PEOPLE OF BERYTUS; FOR HE ERECTED A THEATER FOR THEM, SUPERIOR TO MANY OTHERS OF THAT SORT, BOTH IN SUMPTUOUSNESS AND ELEGANCE, AS ALSO AN AMPHITHEATER, BUILT AT VAST EXPENSES; AND BESIDES THESE, HE BUILT THEM BATHS AND PORTICOES, AND SPARED FOR NO COSTS IN ANY OF HIS EDIFICES, TO RENDER THEM BOTH HANDSOME AND LARGE. HE ALSO SPENT A GREAT DEAL UPON THEIR DEDICATION, AND EXHIBITED SHOWS UPON THEM, AND BROUGHT THITHER MUSICIANS OF ALL SORTS, AND SUCH AS MADE THE MOST DELIGHTFUL MUSIC OF THE GREATEST VARIETY. HE ALSO SHOWED HIS MAGNIFICENCE UPON THE THEATER, IN HIS GREAT NUMBER OF GLADIATORS; AND THERE IT WAS THAT HE EXHIBITED THE SEVERAL ANTAGONISTS, IN ORDER TO PLEASE THE SPECTATORS; NO FEWER INDEED THAN SEVEN HUNDRED MEN TO FIGHT WITH SEVEN HUNDRED OTHER MEN AND ALLOTTED ALL THE MALEFACTORS HE HAD FOR THIS EXERCISE, THAT BOTH THE MALEFACTORS MIGHT RECEIVE THEIR PUNISHMENT, AND THAT THIS OPERATION OF WAR MIGHT BE A RECREATION IN PEACE. AND THUS, WERE THESE CRIMINALS ALL DESTROYED AT ONCE. 
CHAPTER 8. WHAT OTHER ACTS WERE DONE BY AGRIPPA UNTIL HIS DEATH; AND AFTER WHAT MANNER HE DIED. 
1. WHEN AGRIPPA HAD FINISHED WHAT I HAVE ABOVE RELATED AT BERYTUS, HE REMOVED TO TIBERIAS, A CITY OF GALILEE. NOW HE WAS IN GREAT ESTEEM AMONG OTHER KINGS. ACCORDINGLY, THERE CAME TO HIM ANTIOCHUS, KING OF COMMALENA, SAMPSIGERATNUS, KING OF EMESA, AND COTYS, WHO WAS KING OF THE LESSER ARMENIA, AND POLEMO, WHO WAS KING OF PONTUS, AS ALSO HEROD HIS BROTHER, WHO WAS KING OF CHALCIS. ALL THESE HE TREATED WITH AGREEABLE ENTERTAINMENTS, AND AFTER AN OBLIGING MANNER, AND SO AS TO EXHIBIT THE GREATNESS OF HIS MIND, AND SO AS TO APPEAR WORTHY OF THOSE RESPECTS WHICH THE KINGS PAID TO HIM, BY COMING THUS TO SEE HIM. HOWEVER, WHILE THESE KINGS STAID WITH HIM, MARCUS, THE PRESIDENT OF SYRIA, CAME THITHER. SO, THE KING, IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE RESPECT THAT WAS DUE TO THE ROMANS, WENT OUT OF THE CITY TO MEET HIM, AS FAR AS SEVEN FURLONGS. BUT THIS PROVED TO BE THE BEGINNING OF A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HIM AND MARCUS; FOR HE TOOK WITH HIM IN HIS CHARIOT THOSE OTHER KINGS AS HIS ASSESSORS. BUT MARCUS HAD A SUSPICION WHAT THE MEANING COULD BE OF SO GREAT A FRIENDSHIP OF THESE KINGS ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND DID NOT THINK SO CLOSE AN AGREEMENT OF SO MANY POTENTATES TO BE FOR THE INTEREST OF THE ROMANS. HE THEREFORE SENT SOME OF HIS DOMESTICS TO EVERY ONE OF THEM, AND ENJOINED THEM TO GO THEIR WAYS HOME WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY. THIS WAS VERY ILL TAKEN BY AGRIPPA, WHO AFTER THAT BECAME HIS ENEMY. AND NOW HE TOOK THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD AWAY FROM MATTHIAS, AND MADE ELIONEUS, THE SON OF CANTHERAS, HIGH PRIEST IN HIS STEAD. 
2. NOW WHEN AGRIPPA HAD REIGNED THREE YEARS OVER ALL JUDEA, HE CAME TO THE CITY CESAREA, WHICH WAS FORMERLY CALLED STRATO'S TOWER; AND THERE HE EXHIBITED SHOWS IN HONOR OF CAESAR, UPON HIS BEING INFORMED THAT THERE WAS A CERTAIN FESTIVAL CELEBRATED TO MAKE VOWS FOR HIS SAFETY. AT WHICH FESTIVAL A GREAT MULTITUDE WAS GOTTEN TOGETHER OF THE PRINCIPAL PERSONS, AND SUCH AS WERE OF DIGNITY THROUGH HIS PROVINCE. ON THE SECOND DAY OF WHICH SHOWS HE PUT ON A GARMENT MADE WHOLLY OF SILVER, AND OF A CONTEXTURE TRULY WONDERFUL, AND CAME INTO THE THEATER EARLY IN THE MORNING; AT WHICH TIME THE SILVER OF HIS GARMENT BEING ILLUMINATED BY THE FRESH REFLECTION OF THE SUN'S RAYS UPON IT, SHONE OUT AFTER A SURPRISING MANNER, AND WAS SO RESPLENDENT AS TO SPREAD A HORROR OVER THOSE THAT LOOKED INTENTLY UPON HIM; AND PRESENTLY HIS FLATTERERS CRIED OUT, ONE FROM ONE PLACE, AND ANOTHER FROM ANOTHER, (THOUGH NOT FOR HIS GOOD,) THAT HE WAS A GOD; AND THEY ADDED, "BE THOU MERCIFUL TO US; FOR ALTHOUGH WE HAVE HITHERTO REVERENCED THEE ONLY AS A MAN, YET SHALL WE HENCEFORTH OWN THEE AS SUPERIOR TO MORTAL NATURE." UPON THIS THE KING DID NEITHER REBUKE THEM, NOR REJECT THEIR IMPIOUS FLATTERY. BUT AS HE PRESENTLY AFTERWARD LOOKED UP, HE SAW AN OWL SITTING ON A CERTAIN ROPE OVER HIS HEAD, AND IMMEDIATELY UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS BIRD WAS THE MESSENGER OF ILL TIDINGS, AS IT HAD ONCE BEEN THE MESSENGER OF GOOD TIDINGS TO HIM; AND FELL INTO THE DEEPEST SORROW. A SEVERE PAIN ALSO AROSE IN HIS BELLY, AND BEGAN IN A MOST VIOLENT MANNER. HE THEREFORE LOOKED UPON HIS FRIENDS, AND SAID, "I, WHOM YOU CALL A GOD, AM COMMANDED PRESENTLY TO DEPART THIS LIFE; WHILE PROVIDENCE THUS REPROVES THE LYING WORDS YOU JUST NOW SAID TO ME; AND I, WHO WAS BY YOU CALLED IMMORTAL, AM IMMEDIATELY TO BE HURRIED AWAY BY DEATH. BUT I AM BOUND TO ACCEPT OF WHAT PROVIDENCE ALLOTS, AS IT PLEASES GOD; FOR WE HAVE BY NO MEANS LIVED ILL, BUT IN A SPLENDID AND HAPPY MANNER." WHEN HE SAID THIS, HIS PAIN WAS BECOME VIOLENT. ACCORDINGLY, HE WAS CARRIED INTO THE PALACE, AND THE RUMOR WENT ABROAD EVERY WHERE, THAT HE WOULD CERTAINLY DIE IN A LITTLE TIME. BUT THE MULTITUDE PRESENTLY SAT IN SACKCLOTH, WITH THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN, AFTER THE LAW OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND BESOUGHT GOD FOR THE KING'S RECOVERY. ALL PLACES WERE ALSO FULL OF MOURNING AND LAMENTATION. NOW THE KING RESTED IN A HIGH CHAMBER, AND AS HE SAW THEM BELOW LYING PROSTRATE ON THE GROUND, HE COULD NOT HIMSELF FORBEAR WEEPING. AND WHEN HE HAD BEEN QUITE WORN OUT BY THE PAIN IN HIS BELLY FOR FIVE DAYS, HE DEPARTED THIS LIFE, BEING IN THE FIFTY-FOURTH YEAR OF HIS AGE, AND IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN; FOR HE REIGNED FOUR YEARS UNDER CAIUS CAESAR, THREE OF THEM WERE OVER PHILIP'S TETRARCHY ONLY, AND ON THE FOURTH HE HAD THAT OF HEROD ADDED TO IT; AND HE REIGNED, BESIDES THOSE, THREE YEARS UNDER THE REIGN OF CLAUDIUS CAESAR; IN WHICH TIME HE REIGNED OVER THE FORE MENTIONED COUNTRIES, AND ALSO HAD JUDEA ADDED TO THEM, AS WELL AS SAMARIA AND CESAREA. THE REVENUES THAT HE RECEIVED OUT OF THEM WERE VERY GREAT, NO LESS THAN TWELVE-MILLIONS OF DRACHME. YET DID HE BORROW GREAT SUMS FROM OTHERS; FOR HE WAS SO VERY LIBERAL THAT HIS EXPENSES EXCEEDED HIS INCOMES, AND HIS GENEROSITY WAS BOUNDLESS. 
3. BUT BEFORE THE MULTITUDE WERE MADE ACQUAINTED WITH AGRIPPA'S BEING EXPIRED, HEROD THE KING OF CHALCIS, AND HELCIAS THE MASTER OF HIS HORSE, AND THE KING'S FRIEND, SENT ARISTO, ONE OF THE KING'S MOST FAITHFUL SERVANTS, AND SLEW SILAS, WHO HAD BEEN THEIR ENEMY, AS IF IT HAD BEEN DONE BY THE KING'S OWN COMMAND. 
CHAPTER 9. WHAT THINGS WERE DONE AFTER THE DEATH OF AGRIPPA; AND HOW CLAUDIUS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE YOUTH AND UNSKILLFULNESS OF AGRIPPA, JUNIOR, SENT CUSPIUS FADUS TO BE PROCURATOR OF JUDEA, AND OF THE ENTIRE KINGDOM. 
1. AND THUS DID KING AGRIPPA DEPART THIS LIFE. BUT HE LEFT BEHIND HIM A SON, AGRIPPA BY NAME, A YOUTH IN THE SEVENTEENTH YEAR OF HIS AGE, AND THREE DAUGHTERS; ONE OF WHICH, BERNICE, WAS MARRIED TO HEROD, HIS FATHER'S BROTHER, AND WAS SIXTEEN YEARS OLD; THE OTHER TWO, MARIAMNE AND DRUSILLA, WERE STILL VIRGINS; THE FORMER WAS TEN YEARS OLD, AND DRUSILLA SIX. NOW THESE HIS DAUGHTERS WERE THUS ESPOUSED BY THEIR FATHER; MARLATONE TO JULIUS ARCHCLAUS EPIPHANES, THE SON OF ANTIOCHUS, THE SON OF CHELCIAS; AND DRUSILLA TO THE KING OF COMMAGENA. BUT WHEN IT WAS KNOWN THAT AGRIPPA WAS DEPARTED THIS LIFE, THE INHABITANTS OF CESAREA AND OF SEBASTE FORGOT THE KINDNESSES HE HAD BESTOWED ON THEM, AND ACTED THE PART OF THE BITTEREST ENEMIES; FOR THEY CAST SUCH REPROACHES UPON THE DECEASED AS ARE NOT FIT TO BE SPOKEN OF; AND SO MANY OF THEM AS WERE THEN SOLDIERS, WHICH WERE A GREAT NUMBER, WENT TO HIS HOUSE, AND HASTILY CARRIED OFF THE STATUES OF THIS KING'S DAUGHTERS, AND ALL AT ONCE CARRIED THEM INTO THE BROTHEL-HOUSES, AND WHEN THEY HAD SET THEM ON THE TOPS OF THOSE HOUSES, THEY ABUSED THEM TO THE UTMOST OF THEIR POWER, AND DID SUCH THINGS TO THEM AS ARE TOO INDECENT TO BE RELATED. THEY ALSO LAID THEMSELVES DOWN IN PUBLIC PLACES, AND CELEBRATED GENERAL FEASTINGS, WITH GARLANDS ON THEIR HEADS, AND WITH OINTMENTS AND LIBATIONS TO CHARON, AND DRINKING TO ONE ANOTHER FOR JOY THAT THE KING WAS EXPIRED. NAY, THEY WERE NOT ONLY UNMINDFUL OF AGRIPPA, WHO HAD EXTENDED HIS LIBERALITY TO THEM IN ABUNDANCE, BUT OF HIS GRANDFATHER HEROD ALSO, WHO HAD HIMSELF REBUILT THEIR CITIES, AND HAD RAISED THEM HAVENS AND TEMPLES AT VAST EXPENSES. 
2. NOW AGRIPPA, THE SON OF THE DECEASED, WAS AT ROME, AND BROUGHT UP WITH CLAUDIUS CAESAR. AND WHEN CAESAR WAS INFORMED THAT AGRIPPA WAS DEAD, AND THAT THE INHABITANTS OF SEBASTE AND CESAREA HAD ABUSED HIM, HE WAS SORRY FOR THE FIRST NEWS, AND WAS DISPLEASED WITH THE INGRATITUDE OF THOSE CITIES. HE WAS THEREFORE DISPOSED TO SEND AGRIPPA, JUNIOR, AWAY PRESENTLY TO SUCCEED HIS FATHER IN THE KINGDOM, AND WAS WILLING TO CONFIRM HIM IN IT BY HIS OATH. BUT THOSE FREED-MEN AND FRIENDS OF HIS, WHO HAD THE GREATEST AUTHORITY WITH HIM, DISSUADED HIM FROM IT, AND SAID THAT IT WAS A DANGEROUS EXPERIMENT TO PERMIT SO LARGE A KINGDOM TO COME UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF SO VERY YOUNG A MAN, AND ONE HARDLY YET ARRIVED AT YEARS OF DISCRETION, WHO WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO TAKE SUFFICIENT CARE OF ITS ADMINISTRATION; WHILE THE WEIGHT OF A KINGDOM IS HEAVY ENOUGH TO A GROWN MAN. SO CAESAR THOUGHT WHAT THEY SAID TO BE REASONABLE. ACCORDINGLY HE SENT CUSPINS FADUS TO BE PROCURATOR OF JUDEA, AND OF THE ENTIRE KINGDOM, AND PAID THAT RESPECT TO THE ECEASED AS NOT TO INTRODUCE MARCUS, WHO HAD BEEN AT VARIANCE WITH HIM, INTO HIS KINGDOM. BUT HE DETERMINED, IN THE FIRST PLACE, TO SEND ORDERS TO FADUS, THAT HE SHOULD CHASTISE THE INHABITANTS OF CESARCA AND SEBASTE FOR THOSE ABUSES THEY HAD OFFERED TO HIM THAT WAS DECEASED, AND THEIR MADNESS TOWARDS HIS DAUGHTERS THAT WERE STILL ALIVE; AND THAT HE SHOULD REMOVE THAT BODY OF SOLDIERS THAT WERE AT CESAREA AND SEBASTE, WITH THE FIVE REGIMENTS, INTO PONTUS, THAT THEY MIGHT DO THEIR MILITARY DUTY THERE; AND THAT HE SHOULD CHOOSE AN EQUAL NUMBER OF SOLDIERS OUT OF THE ROMAN LEGIONS THAT WERE IN SYRIA, TO SUPPLY THEIR PLACE. YET WERE NOT THOSE THAT HAD SUCH ORDERS ACTUALLY REMOVED; FOR BY SENDING AMBASSADORS TO CLAUDIUS, THEY MOLLIFIED HIM, AND GOT LEAVE TO ABIDE IN JUDEA STILL; AND THESE WERE THE VERY MEN THAT BECAME THE SOURCE OF VERY GREAT CALAMITIES TO THE JEWS IN AFTER-TIMES, AND SOWED THE SEEDS OF THAT WAR WHICH BEGAN UNDER FLORUS; WHENCE IT WAS THAT WHEN VESPASIAN HAD SUBDUED THE COUNTRY, HE REMOVED THEM OUT OF HIS PROVINCE, AS WE SHALL RELATE HEREAFTER. 
THE WORKS OF JOSEPHUS: BOOK XX
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWENTY-TWO YEARS FROM FADUS THE PROCURATOR TO FLORUS
CHAPTER 1. A SEDITION OF THE PHILADELPHIANS AGAINST THE JEWS; AND ALSO CONCERNING THE VESTMENTS OF THE HIGH PRIEST. 
1. UPON THE DEATH OF KING AGRIPPA, WHICH WE HAVE RELATED IN THE FOREGOING BOOK, CLAUDIUS CAESAR SENT CASSIUS LONGINUS AS SUCCESSOR TO MARCUS, OUT OF REGARD TO THE MEMORY OF KING AGRIPPA, WHO HAD OFTEN DESIRED OF HIM BY LETTERS, WHILE BE WAS ALIVE, THAT HE WOULD NOT SUFFER MARCUS TO BE ANY LONGER PRESIDENT OF SYRIA. BUT FADUS, AS SOON AS HE WAS COME PROCURATOR INTO JUDEA, FOUND QUARRELSOME DOINGS BETWEEN THE JEWS THAT DWELT IN PEREA, AND THE PEOPLE OF PHILADELPHIA, ABOUT THEIR BORDERS, AT A VILLAGE CALLED MIA, THAT WAS FILLED WITH MEN OF A WARLIKE TEMPER; FOR THE JEWS OF PEREA HAD TAKEN UP ARMS WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THEIR PRINCIPAL MEN, AND HAD DESTROYED MANY OF THE PHILADELPHIANS. WHEN FADUS WAS INFORMED OF THIS PROCEDURE, IT PROVOKED HIM VERY MUCH THAT THEY HAD NOT LEFT THE DETERMINATION OF THE MATTER TO HIM, IF THEY THOUGHT THAT THE PHILADELPHIANS HAD DONE THEM ANY WRONG, BUT HAD RASHLY TAKEN UP ARMS AGAINST THEM. SO, HE SEIZED UPON THREE OF THEIR PRINCIPAL MEN, WHO WERE ALSO THE CAUSES OF THIS SEDITION, AND ORDERED THEM TO BE BOUND, AND AFTERWARDS HAD ONE OF THEM SLAIN, WHOSE NAME WAS HANNIBAL; AND HE BANISHED THE OTHER TWO, ARERAM AND ELEAZAR. THOLOMY ALSO, THE ARCH ROBBER, WAS, AFTER SOME TIME, BROUGHT TO HIM BOUND, AND SLAIN, BUT NOT TILL HE HAD DONE A WORLD OF MISCHIEF TO IDUMEA AND THE ARABIANS. AND INDEED, FROM THAT TIME, JUDEA WAS CLEARED OF ROBBERIES BY THE CARE AND PROVIDENCE OF FADUS. HE ALSO AT THIS TIME SENT FOR THE HIGH PRIESTS AND THE PRINCIPAL CITIZENS OF JERUSALEM, AND THIS AT THE COMMAND OF THE EMPEROR, AND ADMONISHED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD LAY UP THE LONG GARMENT AND THE SACRED VESTMENT, WHICH IT IS CUSTOMARY FOR NOBODY BUT THE HIGH PRIEST TO WEAR, IN THE TOWER OF ANTONIA, THAT IT MIGHT BE UNDER THE POWER OF THE ROMANS, AS IT HAD BEEN FORMERLY. NOW THE JEWS DURST NOT CONTRADICT WHAT HE HAD SAID, BUT DESIRED FADUS, HOWEVER, AND LONGINUS, (WHICH LAST WAS COME TO JERUSALEM, AND HAD BROUGHT A GREAT ARMY WITH HIM, OUT OF A FEAR THAT THE [RIGID] INJUNCTIONS OF FADUS SHOULD FORCE THE JEWS TO REBEL,) THAT THEY MIGHT, IN THE FIRST PLACE, HAVE LEAVE TO SEND AMBASSADORS TO CAESAR, TO PETITION HIM THAT THEY MAY HAVE THE HOLY VESTMENTS UNDER THEIR OWN POWER; AND THAT, IN THE NEXT PLACE, THEY WOULD TARRY TILL THEY KNEW WHAT ANSWER CLAUDIUS WOULD GIVE TO THAT THEIR REQUEST. SO, THEY REPLIED, THAT THEY WOULD GIVE THEM LEAVE TO SEND THEIR AMBASSADORS, PROVIDED THEY WOULD GIVE THEM THEIR SONS AS PLEDGES [FOR THEIR PEACEABLE BEHAVIOR]. AND WHEN THEY HAD AGREED SO TO DO, AND HAD GIVEN THEM THE PLEDGES THEY DESIRED, THE AMBASSADORS WERE SENT ACCORDINGLY. BUT WHEN, UPON THEIR COMING TO ROME, AGRIPPA, JUNIOR, THE SON OF THE DECEASED, UNDERSTOOD THE REASON WHY THEY CAME, (FOR HE DWELT WITH CLAUDIUS CAESAR, AS WE SAID BEFORE,) HE BESOUGHT CAESAR TO GRANT THE JEWS THEIR REQUEST ABOUT THE HOLY VESTMENTS, AND TO SEND A MESSAGE TO FADUS ACCORDINGLY. 
2. HEREUPON CLAUDIUS CALLED FOR THE AMBASSADORS; AND TOLD THEM THAT HE GRANTED THEIR REQUEST; AND BADE THEM TO RETURN, THEIR THANKS TO AGRIPPA FOR THIS FAVOR, WHICH HAD BEEN BESTOWED ON THEM UPON HIS ENTREATY. AND BESIDES THESE ANSWERS OF HIS, HE SENT THE FOLLOWING LETTER BY THEM: "CLAUDIUS CAESAR GERMANICUS, TRIBUNE OF THE PEOPLE THE FIFTH TIME, AND DESIGNED CONSUL THE FOURTH TIME, AND IMPERATOR THE TENTH TIME, THE FATHER OF HIS COUNTRY, TO THE MAGISTRATES, SENATE, AND PEOPLE, AND THE WHOLE NATION OF THE JEWS, SENDETH GREETING. UPON THE PRESENTATION OF YOUR AMBASSADORS TO ME BY AGRIPPA, MY FRIEND, WHOM I HAVE BROUGHT UP, AND HAVE NOW WITH ME, AND WHO IS A PERSON OF VERY GREAT PIETY, WHO ARE COME TO GIVE ME THANKS FOR THE CARE I HAVE TAKEN OF YOUR NATION, AND TO ENTREAT ME, IN AN EARNEST AND OBLIGING MANNER, THAT THEY MAY HAVE THE HOLY VESTMENTS, WITH THE CROWN BELONGING TO THEM, UNDER THEIR POWER, - I GRANT THEIR REQUEST, AS THAT EXCELLENT PERSON VITELLIUS, WHO IS VERY DEAR TO ME, HAD DONE BEFORE ME. AND I HAVE COMPLIED WITH YOUR DESIRE, IN THE FIRST PLACE, OUT OF REGARD TO THAT PIETY WHICH I PROFESS, AND BECAUSE I WOULD HAVE EVERY ONE WORSHIP GOD ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF THEIR OWN COUNTRY; AND THIS I DO ALSO BECAUSE I SHALL HEREBY HIGHLY GRATIFY KING HEROD, AND AGRIPPA, JUNIOR, WHOSE SACRED REGARDS TO ME, AND EARNEST GOODWILL TO YOU, I AM WELL ACQUAINTED WITH, AND WITH WHOM I HAVE THE GREATEST FRIENDSHIP, AND WHOM I HIGHLY ESTEEM, AND LOOK ON AS PERSONS OF THE BEST CHARACTER. NOW I HAVE WRITTEN ABOUT THESE AFFAIRS TO CUSPIUS FADUS, MY PROCURATOR. THE NAMES OF THOSE THAT BROUGHT ME YOUR LETTER ARE CORNELIUS, THE SON OF CERO, TRYPHO, THE SON OF THEUDIO, DOROTHEUS, THE SON OF NATHANIEL, AND JOHN, THE SON OF JOTRE. THIS LETTER IS DATED BEFORE THE FOURTH OF THE CALENDS OF JULY, WHEN 
RUFFIS AND POMPEIUS SYLVANUS ARE CONSULS." 
3. HEROD ALSO, THE BROTHER OF THE DECEASED AGRIPPA, WHO WAS THEN POSSESSED OF THE ROYAL AUTHORITY OVER CHALCIS, PETITIONED CLAUDIUS CAESAR FOR THE AUTHORITY OVER THE TEMPLE, AND THE MONEY OF THE SACRED TREASURE, AND THE CHOICE OF THE HIGH PRIESTS, AND OBTAINED ALL THAT HE PETITIONED FOR. SO THAT AFTER THAT TIME THIS AUTHORITY CONTINUED AMONG ALL HIS DESCENDANTS TILL THE END OF THE WAR ACCORDINGLY, HEROD REMOVED THE LAST HIGH PRIEST, CALLED CIMTHERAS, AND BESTOWED THAT DIGNITY ON HIS SUCCESSOR JOSEPH, THE SON OF CANTOS. 
CHAPTER 2. HOW HELENA THE QUEEN OF ADIABENE AND HER SON IZATES, EMBRACED THE JEWISH RELIGION; AND HOW HELENA SUPPLIED THE POOR WITH CORN, WHEN THERE WAS A GREAT FAMINE AT JERUSALEM. 
1. ABOUT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT HELENA, QUEEN OF ADIABENE, AND HER SON IZATES, CHANGED THEIR COURSE OF LIFE, AND EMBRACED THE JEWISH CUSTOMS, AND THIS ON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING: MONOBAZUS, THE KING OF ADIABENE, WHO HAD ALSO THE NAME OF BAZEUS, FELL IN LOVE WITH HIS SISTER HELENA, AND TOOK HER TO BE HIS WIFE, AND BEGAT HER WITH CHILD. BUT AS HE WAS IN BED WITH HER ONE NIGHT, HE LAID HIS HAND UPON HIS WIFE'S BELLY, AND FELL ASLEEP, AND SEEMED TO HEAR A VOICE, WHICH BID HIM TAKE HIS HAND OFF HIS WIFE'S BELLY, AND NOT HURT THE INFANT THAT WAS THEREIN, WHICH, BY GOD'S PROVIDENCE, WOULD BE SAFELY BORN, AND HAVE A HAPPY END. THIS VOICE PUT HIM INTO DISORDER; SO HE AWAKED IMMEDIATELY, AND TOLD THE STORY TO HIS WIFE; AND WHEN HIS SON WAS BORN, HE CALLED HIM IZATES. HE HAD INDEED MONOBAZUS, HIS ELDER BROTHER, BY HELENA ALSO, AS HE HAD OTHER SONS BY OTHER WIVES BESIDES. YET DID HE OPENLY PLACE ALL HIS AFFECTIONS ON THIS HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON IZATES, WHICH WAS THE ORIGIN OF THAT ENVY WHICH HIS OTHER BRETHREN, BY THE SAME FATHER, BORE TO HIM; WHILE ON THIS ACCOUNT THEY HATED HIM MORE AND MORE, AND WERE ALL UNDER GREAT AFFLICTION THAT THEIR FATHER SHOULD PREFER IZATES BEFORE THEM. NOW ALTHOUGH THEIR FATHER WAS VERY SENSIBLE OF THESE THEIR PASSIONS, YET DID HE FORGIVE THEM, AS NOT INDULGING THOSE PASSIONS OUT OF AN ILL DISPOSITION, BUT OUT OF A DESIRE EACH OF THEM HAD TO BE BELOVED BY THEIR FATHER. HOWEVER, HE SENT IZATES, WITH MANY PRESENTS, TO ABENNERIG, THE KING OF CHARAX-SPASINI, AND THAT OUT OF THE GREAT DREAD HE WAS IN ABOUT HIM, LEST HE SHOULD COME TO SOME MISFORTUNE BY THE HATRED HIS BRETHREN BORE HIM; AND HE COMMITTED HIS SON'S PRESERVATION TO HIM. UPON WHICH ABENNERIG GLADLY RECEIVED THE YOUNG MAN, AND HAD A GREAT AFFECTION FOR HIM, AND MARRIED HIM TO HIS OWN DAUGHTER, WHOSE NAME WAS SAMACHA: HE ALSO BESTOWED A COUNTRY UPON HIM, FROM WHICH HE RECEIVED LARGE REVENUES. 
2. BUT WHEN MONOBAZUS WAS GROWN OLD, AND SAW THAT HE HAD BUT A LITTLE TIME TO LIVE, HE HAD A MIND TO COME TO THE SIGHT OF HIS SON BEFORE HE DIED. SO, HE SENT FOR HIM, AND EMBRACED HIM AFTER THE MOST AFFECTIONATE MANNER, AND BESTOWED ON HIM THE COUNTRY CALLED CARRA; IT WAS A SOIL THAT BARE AMOMUM IN GREAT PLENTY: THERE ARE ALSO IN IT THE REMAINS OF THAT ARK, WHEREIN IT IS RELATED THAT NOAH ESCAPED THE DELUGE, AND WHERE THEY ARE STILL SHOWN TO SUCH AS ARE DESIROUS TO SEE THEM. ACCORDINGLY, IZATES ABODE IN THAT COUNTRY UNTIL HIS FATHER'S DEATH. BUT THE VERY DAY THAT MONOBAZUS DIED, QUEEN HELENA SENT FOR ALL THE GRANDEES, AND GOVERNORS OF THE KINGDOM, AND FOR THOSE THAT HAD THE ARMIES COMMITTED TO THEIR COMMAND; AND WHEN THEY WERE COME, SHE MADE THE FOLLOWING SPEECH TO THEM: "I BELIEVE YOU ARE NOT UNACQUAINTED THAT MY HUSBAND WAS DESIROUS IZATES SHOULD SUCCEED HIM IN THE GOVERNMENT, AND THOUGHT HIM WORTHY SO TO DO. HOWEVER, I WAIT YOUR DETERMINATION; FOR HAPPY IS HE WHO RECEIVES A KINGDOM, NOT FROM A SINGLE PERSON ONLY, BUT FROM THE WILLING SUFFRAGES OF A GREAT MANY." THIS SHE SAID, IN ORDER TO TRY THOSE THAT WERE INVITED, AND TO DISCOVER THEIR SENTIMENTS. UPON THE HEARING OF WHICH, THEY FIRST OF ALL PAID THEIR HOMAGE TO THE QUEEN, AS THEIR CUSTOM WAS, AND THEN THEY SAID THAT THEY CONFIRMED THE KING'S DETERMINATION, AND WOULD SUBMIT TO IT; AND THEY REJOICED THAT IZATES'S FATHER HAD PREFERRED HIM BEFORE THE REST OF HIS BRETHREN, AS BEING AGREEABLE TO ALL THEIR WISHES: BUT THAT THEY WERE DESIROUS FIRST OF ALL TO SLAY HIS BRETHREN AND KINSMEN, THAT SO THE GOVERNMENT MIGHT COME SECURELY TO IZATES; BECAUSE IF THEY WERE ONCE DESTROYED, ALL THAT FEAR WOULD BE OVER WHICH MIGHT ARISE FROM THEIR HATRED AND ENVY TO HIM. HELENA REPLIED TO THIS, THAT SHE RETURNED THEM HER THANKS FOR THEIR KINDNESS TO HERSELF AND TO IZATES; BUT DESIRED THAT THEY WOULD HOWEVER DEFER THE EXECUTION OF THIS SLAUGHTER OF IZATES'S BRETHREN TILL HE SHOULD BE THERE HIMSELF, AND GIVE HIS APPROBATION TO IT. SO, SINCE THESE MEN HAD NOT PREVAILED WITH HER, WHEN THEY ADVISED HER TO SLAY THEM, THEY EXHORTED HER AT LEAST TO KEEP THEM IN BONDS TILL HE SHOULD COME, AND THAT FOR THEIR OWN SECURITY; THEY ALSO GAVE HER COUNSEL TO SET UP SOME ONE WHOM SHE COULD PUT THE GREATEST TRUST IN, AS A GOVERNOR OF THE KINGDOM IN THE MEAN TIME. SO QUEEN HELENA COMPLIED WITH THIS COUNSEL OF THEIRS, AND SET UP MONOBAZUS, THE ELDEST SON, TO BE KING, AND PUT THE DIADEM UPON HIS HEAD, AND GAVE HIM HIS FATHER'S RING, WITH ITS SIGNET; AS ALSO THE ORNAMENT WHICH THEY CALL SAMPSER, AND EXHORTED HIM TO ADMINISTER THE AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM TILL HIS BROTHER SHOULD COME; WHO CAME SUDDENLY UPON HEARING THAT HIS FATHER WAS DEAD, AND SUCCEEDED HIS BROTHER MONOBAZUS, WHO RESIGNED UP THE GOVERNMENT TO HIM. 
3. NOW, DURING THE TIME IZATES ABODE AT CHARAX-SPASINI, A CERTAIN JEWISH MERCHANT, WHOSE NAME WAS ANANIAS, GOT AMONG THE WOMEN THAT BELONGED TO THE KING, AND TAUGHT THEM TO WORSHIP GOD ACCORDING TO THE JEWISH RELIGION. HE, MOREOVER, BY THEIR MEANS, BECAME KNOWN TO IZATES, AND PERSUADED HIM, IN LIKE MANNER, TO EMBRACE THAT RELIGION; HE ALSO, AT THE EARNEST ENTREATY OF IZATES, ACCOMPANIED HIM WHEN HE WAS SENT FOR BY HIS FATHER TO COME TO ADIABENE; IT ALSO HAPPENED THAT HELENA, ABOUT THE SAME TIME, WAS INSTRUCTED BY A CERTAIN OTHER JEW AND WENT OVER TO THEM. BUT WHEN IZATES HAD TAKEN THE KINGDOM, AND WAS COME TO ADIABENE, AND THERE SAW HIS BRETHREN AND OTHER KINSMEN IN BONDS, HE WAS DISPLEASED AT IT; AND AS HE THOUGHT IT AN INSTANCE OF IMPIETY EITHER TO SLAY OR IMPRISON THEM, BUT STILL THOUGHT IT A HAZARDOUS THING FOR TO LET THEM HAVE THEIR LIBERTY, WITH THE REMEMBRANCE OF THE INJURIES THAT HAD BEEN OFFERED THEM, HE SENT SOME OF THEM AND THEIR CHILDREN FOR HOSTAGES TO ROME, TO CLAUDIUS CAESAR, AND SENT THE OTHERS TO ARTABANUS, THE KING OF PARTHIA, WITH THE LIKE INTENTIONS. 
4. AND WHEN HE PERCEIVED THAT HIS MOTHER WAS HIGHLY PLEASED WITH THE JEWISH CUSTOMS, HE MADE HASTE TO CHANGE, AND TO EMBRACE THEM ENTIRELY; AND AS HE SUPPOSED THAT HE COULD NOT HE THOROUGHLY A JEW UNLESS HE WERE CIRCUMCISED, HE WAS READY TO HAVE IT DONE. BUT WHEN HIS MOTHER UNDERSTOOD WHAT HE WAS ABOUT, SHE ENDEAVORED TO HINDER HIM FROM DOING IT, AND SAID TO HIM THAT THIS THING WOULD BRING HIM INTO DANGER; AND THAT, AS HE WAS A KING, HE WOULD THEREBY BRING HIMSELF INTO GREAT ODIUM AMONG HIS SUBJECTS, WHEN THEY SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT HE WAS SO FOND OF RITES THAT WERE TO THEM STRANGE AND FOREIGN; AND THAT THEY WOULD NEVER BEAR TO BE RULED OVER BY A JEW. THIS IT WAS THAT SHE SAID TO HIM, AND FOR THE PRESENT PERSUADED HIM TO FORBEAR. AND WHEN HE HAD RELATED WHAT SHE HAD SAID TO ANANIAS, HE CONFIRMED WHAT HIS MOTHER HAD SAID; AND WHEN HE HAD ALSO THREATENED TO LEAVE HIM, UNLESS HE COMPLIED WITH HIM, HE WENT AWAY FROM HIM, AND SAID THAT HE WAS AFRAID LEST SUCH AN ACTION BEING ONCE BECOME PUBLIC TO ALL, HE SHOULD HIMSELF BE IN DANGER OF PUNISHMENT FOR HAVING BEEN THE OCCASION OF IT, AND HAVING BEEN THE KING'S INSTRUCTOR IN ACTIONS THAT WERE OF ILL REPUTATION; AND HE SAID THAT HE MIGHT WORSHIP GOD WITHOUT BEING CIRCUMCISED, EVEN THOUGH HE DID RESOLVE TO FOLLOW THE JEWISH LAW ENTIRELY, WHICH WORSHIP OF GOD WAS OF A SUPERIOR NATURE TO CIRCUMCISION. HE ADDED, THAT GOD WOULD FORGIVE HIM, THOUGH HE DID NOT PERFORM THE OPERATION, WHILE IT WAS OMITTED OUT OF NECESSITY, AND FOR FEAR OF HIS SUBJECTS. SO, THE KING AT THAT TIME COMPLIED WITH THESE PERSUASIONS OF ANANIAS. BUT AFTERWARDS, AS HE HAD NOT QUITE LEFT OFF HIS DESIRE OF DOING THIS THING, A CERTAIN OTHER JEW THAT CAME OUT OF GALILEE, WHOSE NAME WAS ELEAZAR, AND WHO WAS ESTEEMED VERY SKILLFUL IN THE LEARNING OF HIS COUNTRY, PERSUADED HIM TO DO THE THING; FOR AS HE ENTERED INTO HIS PALACE TO SALUTE HIM, AND FOUND HIM READING THE LAW OF MOSES, HE SAID TO HIM, "THOU DOST NOT CONSIDER, O KING! THAT THOU UNJUSTLY BREAKEST THE PRINCIPAL OF THOSE LAWS, AND ART INJURIOUS TO GOD HIMSELF,  [BY OMITTING TO BE CIRCUMCISED]; FOR THOU OUGHTEST NOT ONLY TO READ THEM, BUT CHIEFLY TO PRACTICE WHAT THEY ENJOIN THEE. HOW LONG WILT THOU CONTINUE UNCIRCUMCISED? BUT IF THOU HAST NOT YET READ THE LAW ABOUT CIRCUMCISION, AND DOST NOT KNOW HOW GREAT IMPIETY THOU ART GUILTY OF BY NEGLECTING IT, READ IT NOW." WHEN THE KING HAD HEARD WHAT HE SAID, HE DELAYED THE THING NO LONGER, BUT RETIRED TO ANOTHER ROOM, AND SENT FOR A SURGEON, AND DID WHAT HE WAS COMMANDED TO DO. HE THEN SENT FOR HIS MOTHER, AND ANANIAS HIS TUTOR, AND INFORMED THEM THAT HE HAD DONE THE THING; UPON WHICH THEY WERE PRESENTLY STRUCK WITH ASTONISHMENT AND FEAR, AND THAT TO A GREAT DEGREE, LEST THE THING SHOULD BE OPENLY DISCOVERED AND CENSURED, AND THE KING SHOULD HAZARD THE LOSS OF HIS KINGDOM, WHILE HIS SUBJECTS WOULD NOT BEAR TO BE GOVERNED BY A MAN WHO WAS SO ZEALOUS IN ANOTHER RELIGION; AND LEST THEY SHOULD THEMSELVES RUN SOME HAZARD, BECAUSE THEY WOULD BE SUPPOSED THE OCCASION OF HIS SO DOING. BUT IT WAS GOD HIMSELF WHO HINDERED WHAT THEY FEARED FROM TAKING EFFECT; FOR HE PRESERVED BOTH IZATES HIMSELF AND HIS SONS WHEN THEY FELL INTO MANY DANGERS, AND PROCURED THEIR DELIVERANCE WHEN IT SEEMED TO BE IMPOSSIBLE, AND DEMONSTRATED THEREBY THAT THE FRUIT OF PIETY DOES NOT PERISH AS TO THOSE THAT HAVE REGARD TO HIM, AND FIX THEIR FAITH UPON HIM ONLY. BUT THESE EVENTS WE SHALL RELATE HEREAFTER. 
5. BUT AS TO HELENA, THE KING'S MOTHER, WHEN SHE SAW THAT THE AFFAIRS OF IZATES'S KINGDOM WERE IN PEACE, AND THAT HER SON WAS A HAPPY MAN, AND ADMIRED AMONG ALL MEN, AND EVEN AMONG FOREIGNERS, BY THE MEANS OF GOD'S PROVIDENCE OVER HIM, SHE HAD A MIND TO GO TO THE CITY OF JERUSALEM, IN ORDER TO WORSHIP AT THAT TEMPLE OF GOD WHICH WAS SO VERY FAMOUS AMONG ALL MEN, AND TO OFFER HER THANK-OFFERINGS THERE. SO SHE DESIRED HER SON TO GIVE HER LEAVE TO GO THITHER; UPON WHICH HE GAVE HIS CONSENT TO WHAT SHE DESIRED VERY WILLINGLY, AND MADE GREAT PREPARATIONS FOR HER DISMISSION, AND GAVE HER A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY, AND SHE WENT DOWN TO THE CITY JERUSALEM, HER SON CONDUCTING HER ON HER JOURNEY A GREAT WAY. NOW HER COMING WAS OF VERY GREAT ADVANTAGE TO THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM; FOR WHEREAS A FAMINE DID OPPRESS THEM AT THAT TIME, AND MANY PEOPLE DIED FOR WANT OF WHAT WAS NECESSARY TO PROCURE FOOD WITHAL, QUEEN HELENA SENT SOME OF HER SERVANTS TO ALEXANDRIA WITH MONEY TO BUY A GREAT QUANTITY OF CORN, AND OTHERS OF THEM TO CYPRUS, TO BRING A CARGO OF DRIED FIGS. AND AS SOON AS THEY WERE COME BACK, AND HAD BROUGHT THOSE PROVISIONS, WHICH WAS DONE VERY QUICKLY, SHE DISTRIBUTED FOOD TO THOSE THAT WERE IN WANT OF IT, AND LEFT A MOST EXCELLENT MEMORIAL BEHIND HER OF THIS BENEFACTION, WHICH SHE BESTOWED ON OUR WHOLE NATION. AND WHEN HER SON IZATES WAS INFORMED OF THIS FAMINE, HE SENT GREAT SUMS OF MONEY TO THE PRINCIPAL MEN IN JERUSALEM. HOWEVER, WHAT FAVORS THIS QUEEN AND KING CONFERRED UPON OUR CITY JERUSALEM SHALL BE FURTHER RELATED HEREAFTER. 
CHAPTER 3. HOW ARTABANUS, THE KING OF PARTHIA OUT OF FEAR OF THE SECRET CONTRIVANCES OF HIS SUBJECTS AGAINST HIM, WENT TO IZATES, AND WAS BY HIM REINSTATED IN HIS GOVERNMENT; AS ALSO HOW BARDANES HIS SON DENOUNCED WAR AGAINST IZATES. 
1. BUT NOW ARTABANUS, KING OF THE PARTHIANS PERCEIVING THAT THE GOVERNORS OF THE PROVINCES HAD FRAMED A PLOT AGAINST HIM, DID NOT THINK IT SAFE FOR HIM TO CONTINUE AMONG THEM; BUT RESOLVED TO GO TO IZATES, IN HOPES OF FINDING SOME WAY FOR HIS PRESERVATION BY HIS MEANS, AND, IF POSSIBLE, FOR HIS RETURN TO HIS OWN DOMINIONS. SO HE CAME TO IZATES, AND BROUGHT A THOUSAND OF HIS KINDRED AND SERVANTS WITH HIM, AND MET HIM UPON THE ROAD, WHILE HE WELL KNEW IZATES, BUT IZATES DID NOT KNOW HIM. WHEN ARTABANUS STOOD NEAR HIM, AND, IN THE FIRST PLACE, WORSHIPPED HIM, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM, HE THEN SAID TO HIM, "O KING! DO NOT THOU OVERLOOK ME THY SERVANT, NOR DO THOU PROUDLY REJECT THE SUIT I MAKE THEE; FOR AS I AM REDUCED TO A LOW ESTATE, BY THE CHANGE OF FORTUNE, AND OF A KING AM BECOME A PRIVATE MAN, I STAND IN NEED OF THY ASSISTANCE. HAVE REGARD, THEREFORE, UNTO THE UNCERTAINTY OF FORTUNE, AND ESTEEM THE CARE THOU SHALT TAKE OF ME TO HE TAKEN OF THYSELF ALSO; FOR IF I BE NEGLECTED, AND MY SUBJECTS GO OFF UNPUNISHED, MANY OTHER SUBJECTS WILL BECOME THE MORE INSOLENT TOWARDS OTHER KINGS ALSO." AND THIS SPEECH ARTABANUS MADE WITH TEARS IN HIS EYES, AND WITH A DEJECTED COUNTENANCE. NOW AS SOON AS IZATES HEARD ARTABANUS'S NAME, AND SAW HIM STAND AS A SUPPLICANT BEFORE HIM, HE LEAPED DOWN FROM HIS HORSE IMMEDIATELY, AND SAID TO HIM, "TAKE COURAGE, O KING! NOR BE DISTURBED AT THY PRESENT CALAMITY, AS IF IT WERE INCURABLE; FOR THE CHANGE OF THY SAD CONDITION SHALL BE SUDDEN; FOR THOU SHALT FIND ME TO BE MORE THY FRIEND AND THY ASSISTANT THAN THY HOPES CAN PROMISE THEE; FOR I WILL EITHER REESTABLISH THEE IN THE KINGDOM OF PARTHIA, OR LOSE MY OWN." 
2. WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE SET ARTABANUS UPON HIS HORSE, AND FOLLOWED HIM ON FOOT, IN HONOR OF A KING WHOM HE OWNED AS GREATER THAN HIMSELF; WHICH, WHEN ARTABANUS SAW, HE WAS VERY UNEASY AT IT, AND SWARE BY HIS PRESENT FORTUNE AND HONOR THAT HE WOULD GET DOWN FROM HIS HORSE, UNLESS IZATES WOULD GET UPON HIS HORSE AGAIN, AND GO BEFORE HIM. SO, HE COMPLIED WITH HIS DESIRE, AND LEAPED UPON HIS HORSE; AND WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT HIM TO HIS ROYAL PALACE, HE SHOWED HIM ALL SORTS OF RESPECT WHEN THEY SAT TOGETHER, AND HE GAVE HIM THE UPPER PLACE AT FESTIVALS ALSO, AS REGARDING NOT HIS PRESENT FORTUNE, BUT HIS FORMER DIGNITY, AND THAT UPON THIS CONSIDERATION ALSO, THAT THE CHANGES OF FORTUNE ARE COMMON TO ALL MEN. HE ALSO WROTE TO THE PARTHIANS, TO PERSUADE THEM TO RECEIVE ARTABANUS AGAIN; AND GAVE THEM HIS RIGHT HAND AND HIS FAITH, THAT HE SHOULD FORGET WHAT WAS PAST AND DONE, AND THAT HE WOULD UNDERTAKE FOR THIS AS A MEDIATOR BETWEEN THEM. NOW THE PARTHIANS DID NOT THEMSELVES REFUSE TO RECEIVE HIM AGAIN, BUT PLEADED THAT IT WAS NOT NOW IN THEIR POWER SO TO DO, BECAUSE THEY HAD COMMITTED THE GOVERNMENT TO ANOTHER PERSON, WHO HAD ACCEPTED OF IT, AND WHOSE NAME WAS CINNAMUS; AND THAT THEY WERE AFRAID LEST A CIVIL WAR SHOULD ARISE ON THIS ACCOUNT. WHEN CINNAMUS UNDERSTOOD THEIR INTENTIONS, HE WROTE TO ARTABANUS HIMSELF, FOR HE HAD BEEN BROUGHT UP BY HIM, AND WAS OF A NATURE GOOD AND GENTLE ALSO, AND DESIRED HIM TO PUT CONFIDENCE IN HIM, AND TO COME AND TAKE HIS OWN DOMINIONS AGAIN. ACCORDINGLY, ARTABANUS TRUSTED HIM, AND RETURNED HOME; WHEN CINNAMUS MET HIM, WORSHIPPED HIM, AND SALUTED HIM AS A KING, AND TOOK THE DIADEM OFF HIS OWN HEAD, AND PUT IT ON THE HEAD OF ARTABANUS. 
3. AND THUS WAS ARTAHANUS RESTORED TO HIS KINGDOM AGAIN BY THE MEANS OF IZATES, WHEN HE HAD LOST IT BY THE MEANS OF THE GRANDEES OF THE KINGDOM. NOR WAS HE UNMINDFUL OF THE BENEFITS HE HAD CONFERRED UPON HIM, BUT REWARDED HIM WITH SUCH HONORS AS WERE OF THE GREATEST ESTEEM AMONG THEM; FOR HE GAVE HIM LEAVE TO WEAR HIS TIARA UPRIGHT, AND TO SLEEP UPON A GOLDEN BED, WHICH ARE PRIVILEGES AND MARKS OF HONOR PECULIAR TO THE KINGS OF PARTHIA. HE ALSO CUT OFF A LARGE AND FRUITFUL COUNTRY FROM THE KING OF ARMENIA, AND BESTOWED IT UPON HIM. THE NAME OF THE COUNTRY IS NISIBIS, WHEREIN THE MACEDONIANS HAD FORMERLY BUILT THAT CITY WHICH THEY CALLED ANTIOCH OF MYGODONLA. AND THESE WERE THE HONORS THAT WERE PAID IZATES BY THE KING OF THE PARTHIANS. 
4. BUT IN NO LONG TIME ARTABANUS DIED, AND LEFT HIS KINGDOM TO HIS SON BARDANES. NOW THIS BARDANES CAME TO IZATES, AND WOULD HAVE PERSUADED HIM TO JOIN HIM WITH HIS ARMY, AND TO ASSIST HIM IN THE WAR HE WAS PREPARING TO MAKE WITH THE ROMANS; BUT HE COULD NOT PREVAIL WITH HIM. FOR IZATES SO WELL KNEW THE STRENGTH AND GOOD FORTUNE OF THE ROMANS, THAT HE TOOK BARDANES TO ATTEMPT WHAT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO BE DONE; AND HAVING BESIDES SENT HIS SONS, FIVE IN NUMBER, AND THEY BUT YOUNG ALSO, TO LEARN ACCURATELY THE LANGUAGE OF OUR NATION, TOGETHER WITH OUR LEARNING, AS WELL AS HE HAD SENT HIS MOTHER TO WORSHIP AT OUR TEMPLE, AS I HAVE SAID ALREADY, WAS THE MORE BACKWARD TO A COMPLIANCE; AND RESTRAINED BARDANES, TELLING HIM PERPETUALLY OF THE GREAT ARMIES AND FAMOUS ACTIONS OF THE ROMANS, AND THOUGHT THEREBY TO TERRIFY HIM, AND DESIRED THEREBY TO HINDER HIM FROM THAT EXPEDITION. BUT THE PARTHIAN KING WAS PROVOKED AT THIS HIS BEHAVIOR, AND DENOUNCED WAR IMMEDIATELY AGAINST IZATES. YET DID HE GAIN NO ADVANTAGE BY THIS WAR, BECAUSE GOD CUT OFF ALL HIS HOPES THEREIN; FOR THE PARTHIANS PERCEIVING BARDANES'S INTENTIONS, AND HOW HE HAD DETERMINED TO MAKE WAR WITH THE ROMANS, SLEW HIM, AND GAVE HIS KINGDOM TO HIS BROTHER GOTARZES. HE ALSO, IN NO LONG TIME, PERISHED BY A PLOT MADE AGAINST HIM, AND VOLOGASES, HIS BROTHER, SUCCEEDED HIM, WHO COMMITTED TWO OF HIS PROVINCES TO TWO OF HIS BROTHERS BY THE SAME FATHER; THAT OF THE MEDES TO THE ELDER, PACORUS; AND ARMENIA TO THE YOUNGER, TIRIDATES. 
CHAPTER 4. HOW IZATES WAS BETRAYED BY HIS OWN SUBJECTS, AND FOUGHT AGAINST BY THE ARABIANS AND HOW IZATES, BY THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD, WAS DELIVERED OUT OF THEIR HANDS. 
1. NOW WHEN THE KING'S BROTHER, MONOBAZUS, AND HIS OTHER KINDRED, SAW HOW IZATES, BY HIS PIETY TO GOD, WAS BECOME GREATLY ESTEEMED BY ALL MEN, THEY ALSO HAD A DESIRE TO LEAVE THE RELIGION OF THEIR COUNTRY, AND TO EMBRACE THE CUSTOMS OF THE JEWS; BUT THAT ACT OF THEIRS WAS DISCOVERED BY IZATES'S SUBJECTS. WHEREUPON THE GRANDEES WERE MUCH DISPLEASED, AND COULD NOT CONTAIN THEIR ANGER AT THEM; BUT HAD AN INTENTION, WHEN THEY SHOULD FIND A PROPER OPPORTUNITY, TO INFLICT A PUNISHMENT UPON THEM. ACCORDINGLY, THEY WROTE TO ABIA, KING OF THE ARABIANS, AND PROMISED HIM GREAT SUMS OF MONEY, IF HE WOULD MAKE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THEIR KING; AND THEY FURTHER PROMISED HIM, THAT, ON THE FIRST ONSET, THEY WOULD DESERT THEIR KING, BECAUSE THEY WERE DESIROUS TO PUNISH HIM, BY REASON OF THE HATRED HE HAD TO THEIR RELIGIOUS WORSHIP; THEN THEY OBLIGED THEMSELVES, BY OATHS, TO BE FAITHFUL TO EACH OTHER, AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD MAKE HASTE IN THIS DESIGN. THE KING OF ARABIA COMPLIED WITH THEIR DESIRES, AND BROUGHT A GREAT ARMY INTO THE FIELD, AND MARCHED AGAINST IZATES; AND, IN THE BEGINNING OF THE FIRST ONSET, AND BEFORE THEY CAME TO A CLOSE FIGHT, THOSE HANDEES, AS IF THEY HAD A PANIC TERROR UPON THEM, ALL DESERTED IZATES, AS THEY HAD AGREED TO DO, AND, TURNING THEIR BACKS UPON THEIR ENEMIES, RAN AWAY. YET WAS NOT IZATES DISMAYED AT THIS; BUT WHEN HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE GRANDEES HAD BETRAYED HIM, HE ALSO RETIRED INTO HIS CAMP, AND MADE INQUIRY INTO THE MATTER; AND AS SOON AS HE KNEW WHO THEY WERE THAT MADE THIS CONSPIRACY WITH THE KING OF ARABIA, HE CUT OFF THOSE THAT WERE FOUND GUILTY; AND RENEWING THE FIGHT ON THE NEXT DAY, HE SLEW THE GREATEST PART OF HIS ENEMIES, AND FORCED ALL THE REST TO BETAKE THEMSELVES TO FLIGHT. HE ALSO PURSUED THEIR KING, AND DROVE HIM INTO A FORTRESS CALLED ARSAMUS, AND FOLLOWING ON THE SIEGE VIGOROUSLY, HE TOOK THAT FORTRESS. AND WHEN HE HAD PLUNDERED IT OF ALL THE PREY THAT WAS IN IT, WHICH WAS NOT SMALL, HE RETURNED TO ADIABENE; YET DID NOT HE TAKE ABIA ALIVE, BECAUSE, WHEN HE FOUND HIMSELF ENCOMPASSED ON EVERY SIDE, HE SLEW HIMSELF. 
2. BUT ALTHOUGH THE GRANDEES OF ADIABENE HAD FAILED IN THEIR FIRST ATTEMPT, AS BEING DELIVERED UP BY GOD INTO THEIR KING'S HANDS, YET WOULD THEY NOT EVEN THEN BE QUIET, BUT WROTE AGAIN TO VOLOGASES, WHO WAS THEN KING OF PARTHIA, AND DESIRED THAT HE WOULD KILL IZATES, AND SET OVER THEM SOME OTHER POTENTATE, WHO SHOULD BE OF A PARTHIAN FAMILY; FOR THEY SAID THAT THEY HATED THEIR OWN KING FOR ABROGATING THE LAWS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS, AND EMBRACING FOREIGN CUSTOMS. WHEN THE KING OF PARTHIA HEARD THIS, HE BOLDLY MADE WAR UPON IZATES; AND AS HE HAD NO JUST PRETENSE FOR THIS WAR, HE SENT TO HIM, AND DEMANDED BACK THOSE HONORABLE PRIVILEGES WHICH HAD BEEN BESTOWED ON HIM BY HIS FATHER, AND THREATENED, ON HIS REFUSAL, TO MAKE WAR UPON HIM. UPON HEARING OF THIS, IZATES WAS UNDER NO SMALL TROUBLE OF MIND, AS THINKING IT WOULD BE A REPROACH UPON HIM TO APPEAR TO RESIGN THOSE PRIVILEGES THAT HAD BEEN BESTOWED UPON HIM OUT OF COWARDICE; YET BECAUSE HE KNEW, THAT THOUGH THE KING OF PARTHIA SHOULD RECEIVE BACK THOSE HONORS, YET WOULD HE NOT BE QUIET, HE RESOLVED TO COMMIT HIMSELF TO GOD, HIS PROTECTOR, IN THE PRESENT DANGER HE WAS IN OF HIS LIFE; AND AS HE ESTEEMED HIM TO BE HIS PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT, HE INTRUSTED HIS CHILDREN AND HIS WIVES TO A VERY STRONG FORTRESS, AND LAID UP HIS CORN IN HIS CITADELS, AND SET THE HAY AND THE GRASS ON FIRE. AND WHEN HE HAD THUS PUT THINGS IN ORDER, AS WELL AS HE COULD, HE AWAITED THE COMING OF THE ENEMY. AND WHEN THE KING OF PARTHIA WAS COME, WITH A GREAT ARMY OF FOOTMEN AND HORSEMEN, WHICH HE DID SOONER THAN WAS EXPECTED, (FOR HE MARCHED IN GREAT HASTE,) AND HAD CAST UP A BANK AT THE RIVER THAT PARTED ADIABENE FROM MEDIA, - IZATES ALSO PITCHED HIS CAMP NOT FAR OFF, HAVING WITH HIM SIX THOUSAND HORSEMEN. BUT THERE CAME A MESSENGER TO IZATES, SENT BY THE KING OF PARTHIA, WHO TOLD HIM HOW LARGE HIS DOMINIONS WERE, AS REACHING FROM THE RIVER EUPHRATES TO BACTRIA, AND ENUMERATED THAT KING'S SUBJECTS; HE ALSO THREATENED HIM THAT HE SHOULD BE PUNISHED, AS A PERSON UNGRATEFUL TO HIS LORDS; AND SAID THAT THE GOD WHOM HE WORSHIPPED COULD NOT DELIVER HIM OUT OF THE KING'S HANDS. WHEN THE MESSENGER HAD DELIVERED THIS HIS MESSAGE, IZATES REPLIED THAT HE KNEW THE KING OF PARTHIA'S POWER WAS MUCH GREATER THAN HIS OWN; BUT THAT HE KNEW ALSO THAT GOD WAS MUCH MORE POWERFUL THAN ALL MEN. AND WHEN HE HAD RETURNED HIM THIS ANSWER, HE BETOOK HIMSELF TO MAKE SUPPLICATION TO GOD, AND THREW HIMSELF UPON THE GROUND, AND PUT ASHES UPON HIS HEAD, IN TESTIMONY OF HIS CONFUSION, AND FASTED, TOGETHER WITH HIS WIVES AND CHILDREN. THEN HE CALLED UPON GOD, AND SAID, "O LORD AND GOVERNOR, IF I HAVE NOT IN VAIN COMMITTED MYSELF TO THY GOODNESS, BUT HAVE JUSTLY DETERMINED THAT THOU ONLY ART THE LORD AND PRINCIPAL OF ALL BEINGS, COME NOW TO MY ASSISTANCE, AND DEFEND ME FROM MY ENEMIES, NOT ONLY ON MY OWN ACCOUNT, BUT ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR INSOLENT BEHAVIOR WITH REGARD TO THY POWER, WHILE THEY HAVE NOT FEARED TO LIFT UP THEIR PROUD AND ARROGANT TONGUE AGAINST THEE." THUS, DID HE LAMENT AND BEMOAN HIMSELF, WITH TEARS IN HIS EYES; WHEREUPON GOD HEARD HIS PRAYER. AND IMMEDIATELY THAT VERY NIGHT VOLOGASES RECEIVED LETTERS, THE CONTENTS OF WHICH WERE THESE, THAT A GREAT BAND OF DAHE AND SACSE, DESPISING HIM, NOW HE WAS GONE SO LONG A JOURNEY FROM HOME, HAD MADE AN EXPEDITION, AND LAID PARTHIS WASTE; SO THAT HE [WAS FORCED TO] RETIRE BACK, WITHOUT DOING ANY THING. AND THUS, IT WAS THAT IZATES ESCAPED THE THREATENINGS OF THE PARTHIANS, BY THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD. 
3. IT WAS NOT LONG ERE IZATES DIED, WHEN HE HAD COMPLETED FIFTY-FIVE YEARS OF HIS LIFE, AND HAD RULED HIS KINGDOM TWENTY-FOUR YEARS. HE LEFT BEHIND HIM TWENTY-FOUR SONS AND TWENTY-FOUR DAUGHTERS. HOWEVER, HE GAVE ORDER THAT HIS BROTHER MONOBAZUS SHOULD SUCCEED IN THE GOVERNMENT, THEREBY REQUITING HIM, BECAUSE, WHILE HE WAS HIMSELF ABSENT AFTER THEIR FATHER'S DEATH, HE HAD FAITHFULLY PRESERVED THE GOVERNMENT FOR HIM. BUT WHEN HELENA, HIS MOTHER, HEARD OF HER SON'S DEATH, SHE WAS IN GREAT HEAVINESS, AS WAS BUT NATURAL, UPON HER LOSS OF SUCH A MOST DUTIFUL SON; YET WAS IT A COMFORT TO HER THAT SHE HEARD THE SUCCESSION CAME TO HER ELDEST SON. ACCORDINGLY, SHE WENT TO HIM IN HASTE; AND WHEN SHE WAS COME INTO ADIABENE, SHE DID NOT LONG OUTLIVE HER SON IZATES. BUT MONOBAZUS SENT HER BONES, AS WELL AS THOSE OF IZATES, HIS BROTHER, TO JERUSALEM, AND GAVE ORDER THAT THEY SHOULD BE BURIED AT THE PYRAMIDS WHICH THEIR MOTHER HAD ERECTED; THEY WERE THREE IN NUMBER, AND DISTANT NO MORE THAN THREE FURLONGS FROM THE CITY JERUSALEM. BUT FOR THE ACTIONS OF MONOBAZUS THE KING, WHICH HE DID DURING THE REST OF HIS LIFE. WE WILL RELATE THEM HEREAFTER. 
CHAPTER 5. CONCERNING THEUDAS AND THE SONS OF JUDAS THE GALILEAN; AS ALSO WHAT CALAMITY FELL UPON THE JEWS ON THE DAY OF THE PASSOVER. 
1. NOW IT CAME TO PASS, WHILE FADUS WAS PROCURATOR OF JUDEA, THAT A CERTAIN MAGICIAN, WHOSE NAME WAS THEUDAS, PERSUADED A GREAT PART OF THE PEOPLE TO TAKE THEIR EFFECTS WITH THEM, AND FOLLOW HIM TO THE RIVER JORDAN; FOR HE TOLD THEM HE WAS A PROPHET, AND THAT HE WOULD, BY HIS OWN COMMAND, DIVIDE THE RIVER, AND AFFORD THEM AN EASY PASSAGE OVER IT; AND MANY WERE DELUDED BY HIS WORDS. HOWEVER, FADUS DID NOT PERMIT THEM TO MAKE ANY ADVANTAGE OF HIS WILD ATTEMPT, BUT SENT A TROOP OF HORSEMEN OUT AGAINST THEM; WHO, FALLING UPON THEM UNEXPECTEDLY, SLEW MANY OF THEM, AND TOOK MANY OF THEM ALIVE. THEY ALSO TOOK THEUDAS ALIVE, AND CUT OFF HIS HEAD, AND CARRIED IT TO JERUSALEM. THIS WAS WHAT BEFELL THE JEWS IN THE TIME OF CUSPIUS FADUS'S GOVERNMENT. 
2. THEN CAME TIBERIUS ALEXANDER AS SUCCESSOR TO FADUS; HE WAS THE SON OF ALEXANDER THE ALABARCH OF ALEXANDRIA, WHICH ALEXANDER WAS A PRINCIPAL PERSON AMONG ALL HIS CONTEMPORARIES, BOTH FOR HIS FAMILY AND WEALTH: HE WAS ALSO MORE EMINENT FOR HIS PIETY THAN THIS HIS SON ALEXANDER, FOR HE DID NOT CONTINUE IN THE RELIGION OF HIS COUNTRY. UNDER THESE PROCURATORS THAT GREAT FAMINE HAPPENED IN JUDEA, IN WHICH QUEEN HELENA BOUGHT CORN IN EGYPT AT A GREAT EXPENSE, AND DISTRIBUTED IT TO THOSE THAT WERE IN WANT, AS I HAVE RELATED ALREADY. AND BESIDES THIS, THE SONS OF JUDAS OF GALILEE WERE NOW SLAIN; I MEAN OF THAT JUDAS WHO CAUSED THE PEOPLE TO REVOLT, WHEN CYRENIUS CAME TO TAKE AN ACCOUNT OF THE ESTATES OF THE JEWS, AS WE HAVE SHOWED IN A FOREGOING BOOK. THE NAMES OF THOSE SONS WERE JAMES AND SIMON, WHOM ALEXANDER COMMANDED TO BE CRUCIFIED. BUT NOW HEROD, KING OF CHALCIS, REMOVED JOSEPH, THE SON OF CAMYDUS, FROM THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND MADE ANANIAS, THE SON OF NEBEDEU, HIS SUCCESSOR. AND NOW IT WAS THAT CUMANUS CAME AS SUCCESSOR TO TIBERIUS ALEXANDER; AS ALSO THAT HEROD, BROTHER OF AGRIPPA THE GREAT KING, DEPARTED THIS LIFE, IN THE EIGHTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF CLAUDIUS CAESAR. HE LEFT BEHIND HIM THREE SONS; ARISTOBULUS, WHOM HE HAD BY HIS FIRST WIFE, WITH BERNICIANUS, AND HYRCANUS, BOTH WHOM HE HAD BY BERNICE HIS BROTHER'S DAUGHTER. BUT CLAUDIUS CAESAR BESTOWED HIS DOMINIONS ON AGRIPPA, JUNIOR. 
3. NOW WHILE THE JEWISH AFFAIRS WERE UNDER THE ADMINISTRATION OF CUREANUS, THERE HAPPENED A GREAT TUMULT AT THE CITY OF JERUSALEM, AND MANY OF THE JEWS PERISHED THEREIN. BUT I SHALL FIRST EXPLAIN THE OCCASION WHENCE IT WAS DERIVED. WHEN THAT FEAST WHICH IS CALLED THE PASSOVER WAS AT HAND, AT WHICH TIME OUR CUSTOM IS TO USE UNLEAVENED BREAD, AND A GREAT MULTITUDE WAS GATHERED TOGETHER FROM ALL PARTS TO THAT FEAST, CUMANUS WAS AFRAID LEST SOME ATTEMPT OF INNOVATION SHOULD THEN BE MADE BY THEM; SO HE ORDERED THAT ONE REGIMENT OF THE ARMY SHOULD TAKE THEIR ARMS, AND STAND IN THE TEMPLE CLOISTERS, TO REPRESS ANY ATTEMPTS OF INNOVATION, IF PERCHANCE ANY SUCH SHOULD BEGIN; AND THIS WAS NO MORE THAN WHAT THE FORMER PROCURATORS OF JUDEA DID AT SUCH FESTIVALS. BUT ON THE FOURTH DAY OF THE FEAST, A CERTAIN SOLDIER LET DOWN HIS BREECHES, AND EXPOSED HIS PRIVY MEMBERS TO THE MULTITUDE, WHICH PUT THOSE THAT SAW HIM INTO A FURIOUS RAGE, AND MADE THEM CRY OUT THAT THIS IMPIOUS ACTION WAS NOT DONE TO APPROACH THEM, BUT GOD HIMSELF; NAY, SOME OF THEM REPROACHED CUMANUS, AND PRETENDED THAT THE SOLDIER WAS SET ON BY HIM, WHICH, WHEN CUMANUS HEARD, HE WAS ALSO HIMSELF NOT A LITTLE PROVOKED AT SUCH REPROACHES LAID UPON HIM; YET DID HE EXHORT THEM TO LEAVE OFF SUCH SEDITIOUS ATTEMPTS, AND NOT TO RAISE A TUMULT AT THE FESTIVAL. BUT WHEN HE COULD NOT INDUCE THEM TO BE QUIET FOR THEY STILL WENT ON IN THEIR REPROACHES TO HIM, HE GAVE ORDER THAT THE WHOLE ARMY SHOULD TAKE THEIR ENTIRE ARMOR, AND COME TO ANTONIA, WHICH WAS A FORTRESS, AS WE HAVE SAID ALREADY, WHICH OVERLOOKED THE TEMPLE; BUT WHEN THE MULTITUDE SAW THE SOLDIERS THERE, THEY WERE AFFRIGHTED AT THEM, AND RAN AWAY HASTILY; BUT AS THE PASSAGES OUT WERE BUT NARROW, AND AS THEY THOUGHT THEIR ENEMIES FOLLOWED THEM, THEY WERE CROWDED TOGETHER IN THEIR FLIGHT, AND A GREAT NUMBER WERE PRESSED TO DEATH IN THOSE NARROW PASSAGES; NOR INDEED WAS THE NUMBER FEWER THAN TWENTY THOUSAND THAT PERISHED IN THIS TUMULT. SO INSTEAD OF A FESTIVAL, THEY HAD AT LAST A MOURNFUL DAY OF IT; AND THEY ALL OF THEM FORGOT THEIR PRAYERS AND SACRIFICES, AND BETOOK THEMSELVES TO LAMENTATION AND WEEPING; SO GREAT AN AFFLICTION DID THE IMPUDENT OBSCENENESS OF A SINGLE SOLDIER BRING UPON THEM. 
4. NOW BEFORE THIS THEIR FIRST MOURNING WAS OVER, ANOTHER MISCHIEF BEFELL THEM ALSO; FOR SOME OF THOSE THAT RAISED THE FOREGOING TUMULT, WHEN THEY WERE TRAVELING ALONG THE PUBLIC ROAD, ABOUT A HUNDRED FURLONGS FROM THE CITY, ROBBED STEPHANUS, A SERVANT OF CAESAR, AS HE WAS JOURNEYING, AND PLUNDERED HIM OF ALL THAT HE HAD WITH HIM; WHICH THINGS WHEN CUREANUS HEARD OF, HE SENT SOLDIERS IMMEDIATELY, AND ORDERED THEM TO PLUNDER THE NEIGHBORING VILLAGES, AND TO BRING THE MOST EMINENT PERSONS AMONG THEM IN BONDS TO HIM. NOW AS THIS DEVASTATION WAS MAKING, ONE OF THE SOLDIERS SEIZED THE LAWS OF MOSES THAT LAY IN ONE OF THOSE VILLAGES, AND BROUGHT THEM OUT BEFORE THE EYES OF ALL PRESENT, AND TORE THEM TO PIECES; AND THIS WAS DONE WITH REPROACHFUL LANGUAGE, AND MUCH SCURRILITY; WHICH THINGS WHEN THE JEWS HEARD OF, THEY RAN TOGETHER, AND THAT IN GREAT NUMBERS, AND CAME DOWN TO CESAREA, WHERE CUMANUS THEN WAS, AND BESOUGHT HIM THAT HE WOULD AVENGE, NOT THEMSELVES, BUT GOD HIMSELF, WHOSE LAWS HAD BEEN AFFRONTED; FOR THAT THEY COULD NOT BEAR TO LIVE ANY LONGER, IF THE LAWS OF THEIR FOREFATHERS MUST BE AFFRONTED AFTER THIS MANNER. ACCORDINGLY, CUMANUS, OUT OF FEAR LEST THE MULTITUDE SHOULD GO INTO A SEDITION, AND BY THE ADVICE OF HIS FRIENDS ALSO, TOOK CARE THAT THE SOLDIER WHO HAD OFFERED THE AFFRONT TO THE LAWS SHOULD BE BEHEADED, AND THEREBY PUT A STOP TO THE SEDITION WHICH WAS READY TO BE KINDLED A SECOND TIME. 
CHAPTER 6. HOW THERE HAPPENED A QUARREL BETWEEN THE JEWS AND THE SAMARITANS; AND HOW CLAUDIUS PUT AN END TO THEIR DIFFERENCES. 
1. NOW THERE AROSE A QUARREL BETWEEN THE SAMARITANS AND THE JEWS ON THE OCCASION FOLLOWING: IT WAS THE CUSTOM OF THE GALILEANS, WHEN THEY CAME TO THE HOLY CITY AT THE FESTIVALS, TO TAKE THEIR JOURNEYS THROUGH THE COUNTRY OF THE SAMARITANS; AND AT THIS TIME THERE LAY, IN THE ROAD THEY TOOK, A VILLAGE THAT WAS CALLED GINEA, WHICH WAS SITUATED IN THE LIMITS OF SAMARIA AND THE GREAT PLAIN, WHERE CERTAIN PERSONS THERETO BELONGING FOUGHT WITH THE GALILEANS, AND KILLED A GREAT MANY OF THEM. BUT WHEN THE PRINCIPAL OF THE GALILEANS WERE INFORMED OF WHAT HAD BEEN DONE, THEY CAME TO CUMANUS, AND DESIRED HIM TO AVENGE THE MURDER OF THOSE THAT WERE KILLED; BUT HE WAS INDUCED BY THE SAMARITANS, WITH MONEY, TO DO NOTHING IN THE MATTER; UPON WHICH THE GALILEANS WERE MUCH DISPLEASED, AND PERSUADED THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS TO BETAKE THEMSELVES TO ARMS, AND TO REGAIN THEIR LIBERTY, SAYING THAT SLAVERY WAS IN ITSELF A BITTER THING, BUT THAT WHEN IT WAS JOINED WITH DIRECT INJURIES, IT WAS PERFECTLY INTOLERABLE, AND WHEN THEIR PRINCIPAL MEN ENDEAVORED TO PACIFY THEM, AND PROMISED TO ENDEAVOR TO PERSUADE CUREANUS TO AVENGE THOSE THAT WERE KILLED, THEY WOULD NOT HEARKEN TO THEM, BUT TOOK THEIR WEAPONS, AND ENTREATED THE ASSISTANCE OF ELEAZAR, THE SON OF DINEUS, A ROBBER, WHO HAD MANY YEARS MADE HIS ABODE IN THE MOUNTAINS, WITH WHICH ASSISTANCE THEY PLUNDERED MANY VILLAGES OF THE SAMARITANS. WHEN CUMANUS HEARD OF THIS ACTION OF THEIRS, HE TOOK THE BAND OF SEBASTE, WITH FOUR REGIMENTS OF FOOTMEN, AND ARMED THE SAMARITANS, AND MARCHED OUT AGAINST THE JEWS, AND CAUGHT THEM, AND SLEW MANY OF THEM, AND TOOK A GREAT NUMBER OF THEM ALIVE; WHEREUPON THOSE THAT WERE THE MOST EMINENT PERSONS AT JERUSALEM, AND THAT BOTH IN REGARD TO THE RESPECT THAT WAS PAID THEM, AND THE FAMILIES THEY WERE OF, AS SOON AS THEY SAW TO WHAT A HEIGHT THINGS WERE GONE, PUT ON SACKCLOTH, AND HEAPED ASHES UPON THEIR HEADS, AND BY ALL POSSIBLE MEANS BESOUGHT THE SEDITIOUS, AND PERSUADED THEM THAT THEY WOULD SET BEFORE THEIR EYES THE UTTER SUBVERSION OF THEIR COUNTRY, THE CONFLAGRATION OF THEIR TEMPLE, AND THE SLAVERY OF THEMSELVES, THEIR WIVES, AND CHILDREN, WHICH WOULD BE THE CONSEQUENCES OF WHAT THEY WERE DOING; AND WOULD ALTER THEIR MINDS, WOULD CAST AWAY THEIR WEAPONS, AND FOR THE FUTURE BE QUIET, AND RETURN TO THEIR OWN HOMES. THESE PERSUASIONS OF THEIRS PREVAILED UPON THEM. SO, THE PEOPLE DISPERSED THEMSELVES, AND THE ROBBERS WENT AWAY AGAIN TO THEIR PLACES OF STRENGTH; AND AFTER THIS TIME ALL JUDEA WAS OVERRUN WITH ROBBERIES. 
2. BUT THE PRINCIPAL OF THE SAMARITANS WENT TO UMMIDIUS QUADRATUS, THE PRESIDENT OF SYRIA, WHO AT THAT TIME WAS AT TYRE, AND ACCUSED THE JEWS OF SETTING THEIR VILLAGES ON FIRE, AND PLUNDERING THEM; AND SAID WITHAL, THAT THEY WERE NOT SO MUCH DISPLEASED AT WHAT THEY HAD SUFFERED, AS THEY WERE AT THE CONTEMPT THEREBY SHOWED THE ROMANS; WHILE IF THEY HAD RECEIVED ANY INJURY, THEY OUGHT TO HAVE MADE THEM THE JUDGES OF WHAT HAD BEEN DONE, AND NOT PRESENTLY TO MAKE SUCH DEVASTATION, AS IF THEY HAD NOT THE ROMANS FOR THEIR GOVERNORS; ON WHICH ACCOUNT THEY CAME TO HIM, IN ORDER TO OBTAIN THAT VENGEANCE THEY WANTED. THIS WAS THE ACCUSATION WHICH THE SAMARITANS BROUGHT AGAINST THE JEWS. BUT THE JEWS AFFIRMED THAT THE SAMARITANS WERE THE AUTHORS OF THIS TUMULT AND FIGHTING, AND THAT, IN THE FIRST PLACE, CUMANUS HAD BEEN CORRUPTED BY THEIR GIFTS, AND PASSED OVER THE MURDER OF THOSE THAT WERE SLAIN IN SILENCE; - WHICH ALLEGATIONS WHEN QUADRATUS HEARD, HE PUT OFF THE HEARING OF THE CAUSE, AND PROMISED THAT HE WOULD GIVE SENTENCE WHEN HE SHOULD COME INTO JUDEA, AND SHOULD HAVE A MORE EXACT KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH OF THAT MATTER. SO, THESE MEN WENT AWAY WITHOUT SUCCESS. YET WAS IT NOT LONG ERE QUADRATUS CAME TO SAMARIA, WHERE, UPON HEARING THE CAUSE, HE SUPPOSED THAT THE SAMARITANS WERE THE AUTHORS OF THAT DISTURBANCE. BUT WHEN HE WAS INFORMED THAT CERTAIN OF THE JEWS WERE MAKING INNOVATIONS, HE ORDERED THOSE TO BE CRUCIFIED WHOM CUMANUS HAD TAKEN CAPTIVES. FROM WHENCE HE CAME TO A CERTAIN VILLAGE CALLED LYDDA, WHICH WAS NOT LESS THAN A CITY IN LARGENESS, AND THERE HEARD THE SAMARITAN CAUSE A SECOND TIME BEFORE HIS TRIBUNAL, AND THERE LEARNED FROM A CERTAIN SAMARITAN THAT ONE OF THE CHIEF OF THE JEWS, WHOSE NAME WAS DORTUS, AND SOME OTHER INNOVATORS WITH HIM, FOUR IN NUMBER, PERSUADED THE MULTITUDE TO A REVOLT FROM THE ROMANS; WHOM QUADRATUS ORDERED TO BE PUT TO DEATH: BUT STILL HE SENT AWAY ANANIAS THE HIGH PRIEST, AND ANANUS THE COMMANDER [OF THE TEMPLE], IN BONDS TO ROME, TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT THEY HAD DONE TO CLAUDIUS CAESAR. HE ALSO ORDERED THE PRINCIPAL MEN, BOTH OF THE SAMARITANS AND OF THE JEWS, AS ALSO CUMANUS THE PROCURATOR, AND CEIER THE TRIBUNE, TO GO TO ITALY TO THE EMPEROR, THAT HE MIGHT HEAR THEIR CAUSE, AND DETERMINE THEIR DIFFERENCES ONE WITH ANOTHER. BUT HE CAME AGAIN TO THE CITY OF JERUSALEM, OUT OF HIS FEAR THAT THE MULTITUDE OF THE JEWS SHOULD ATTEMPT SOME INNOVATIONS; BUT HE FOUND THE CITY IN A PEACEABLE STATE, AND CELEBRATING ONE OF THE USUAL FESTIVALS OF THEIR COUNTRY TO GOD. SO, HE BELIEVED THAT THEY WOULD NOT ATTEMPT ANY INNOVATIONS, AND LEFT THEM AT THE CELEBRATION OF THE FESTIVAL, AND RETURNED TO ANTIOCH. 
3. NOW CUMANUS, AND THE PRINCIPAL OF THE SAMARITANS, WHO WERE SENT TO ROME, HAD A DAY APPOINTED THEM BY THE EMPEROR WHEREON THEY WERE TO HAVE PLEADED THEIR CAUSE ABOUT THE QUARRELS THEY HAD ONE WITH ANOTHER. BUT NOW CAESAR'S FREED-MEN AND HIS FRIENDS WERE VERY ZEALOUS ON THE BEHALF OF CUMANUS AND THE SAMARITANS; AND THEY HAD PREVAILED OVER THE JEWS, UNLESS AGRIPPA, JUNIOR, WHO WAS THEN AT ROME, HAD SEEN THE PRINCIPAL OF THE JEWS HARD SET, AND HAD EARNESTLY ENTREATED AGRIPPINA, THE EMPEROR'S WIFE, TO PERSUADE HER HUSBAND TO HEAR THE CAUSE, SO AS WAS AGREEABLE TO HIS JUSTICE, AND TO CONDEMN THOSE TO BE PUNISHED WHO WERE REALLY THE AUTHORS OF THIS REVOLT FROM THE ROMAN GOVERNMENT: - WHEREUPON CLAUDIUS WAS SO WELL DISPOSED BEFOREHAND, THAT WHEN HE HAD HEARD THE CAUSE, AND FOUND THAT THE SAMARITANS HAD BEEN THE RINGLEADERS IN THOSE MISCHIEVOUS DOINGS, HE GAVE ORDER THAT THOSE WHO CAME UP TO HIM SHOULD BE SLAIN, AND THAT CUREANUS SHOULD BE BANISHED. HE ALSO GAVE ORDER THAT CELER THE TRIBUNE SHOULD BE CARRIED BACK TO JERUSALEM, AND SHOULD BE DRAWN THROUGH THE CITY IN THE SIGHT OF ALL THE PEOPLE, AND THEN SHOULD BE SLAIN. 
CHAPTER 7. FELIX IS MADE PROCURATOR OF JUDEA; AS ALSO CONCERNING AGRIPPA, JUNIOR AND HIS SISTERS. 
1. SO CLAUDIUS SENT FELIX, THE BROTHER OF PALLAS, TO TAKE CARE OF THE AFFAIRS OF JUDEA; AND WHEN HE HAD ALREADY COMPLETED THE TWELFTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN, HE BESTOWED UPON AGRIPPA THE TETRARCHY OF PHILIP AND BATANEA, AND ADDED THERETO TRACHONITES, WITH ABILA; WHICH LAST HAD BEEN THE TETRARCHY OF LYSANIAS; BUT HE TOOK FROM HIM CHALCIS, WHEN HE HAD BEEN GOVERNOR THEREOF FOUR YEARS. AND WHEN AGRIPPA HAD RECEIVED THESE COUNTRIES AS THE GIFT OF CAESAR, HE GAVE HIS SISTER DRUSILLA IN MARRIAGE TO AZIZUS, KING OF EMESA, UPON HIS CONSENT TO BE CIRCUMCISED; FOR EPIPHANES, THE SON OF KING ANTIOCHUS, HAD REFUSED TO MARRY HER, BECAUSE, AFTER HE HAD PROMISED HER FATHER FORMERLY TO COME OVER TO THE JEWISH RELIGION, HE WOULD NOT NOW PERFORM THAT PROMISE. HE ALSO GAVE MARIAMNE IN MARRIAGE TO ARCHELAUS, THE SON OF HELCIAS, TO WHOM SHE HAD FORMERLY BEEN BETROTHED BY AGRIPPA HER FATHER; FROM WHICH MARRIAGE WAS DERIVED A DAUGHTER, WHOSE NAME WAS BERNICE. 
2. BUT FOR THE MARRIAGE OF DRUSILLA WITH AZIZUS, IT WAS IN NO LONG TIME AFTERWARD DISSOLVED UPON THE FOLLOWING OCCASION: WHILE FELIX WAS PROCURATOR OF JUDEA, HE SAW THIS DRUSILLA, AND FELL IN LOVE WITH HER; FOR SHE DID INDEED EXCEED ALL OTHER WOMEN IN BEAUTY; AND HE SENT TO HER A PERSON WHOSE NAME WAS SIMON ONE OF HIS FRIENDS; A JEW HE WAS, AND BY BIRTH A CYPRIOT, AND ONE WHO PRETENDED TO BE A MAGICIAN, AND ENDEAVORED TO PERSUADE HER TO FORSAKE HER PRESENT HUSBAND, AND MARRY HIM; AND PROMISED, THAT IF SHE WOULD NOT REFUSE HIM, HE WOULD MAKE HER A HAPPY WOMAN. ACCORDINGLY, SHE ACTED ILL, AND BECAUSE SHE WAS DESIROUS TO AVOID HER SISTER BERNICE'S ENVY, FOR SHE WAS VERY ILL TREATED BY HER ON ACCOUNT OF HER BEAUTY, WAS PREVAILED UPON TO TRANSGRESS THE LAWS OF HER FOREFATHERS, AND TO MARRY FELIX; AND WHEN HE HAD HAD A SON BY HER, HE NAMED HIM AGRIPPA. BUT AFTER WHAT MANNER THAT YOUNG MAN, WITH HIS WIFE, PERISHED AT THE CONFLAGRATION OF THE MOUNTAIN VESUVIUS, IN THE DAYS OF TITUS CAESAR, SHALL BE RELATED HEREAFTER. 
3. BUT AS FOR BERNICE, SHE LIVED A WIDOW A LONG WHILE AFTER THE DEATH OF HEROD [KING OF CHALCIS], WHO WAS BOTH HER HUSBAND AND HER UNCLE; BUT WHEN THE REPORT WENT THAT SHE HAD CRIMINAL CONVERSATION WITH HER BROTHER, [AGRIPPA, JUNIOR,] SHE PERSUADED POLEME, WHO WAS KING OF CILICIA, TO BE CIRCUMCISED, AND TO MARRY HER, AS SUPPOSING THAT BY THIS MEANS SHE SHOULD PROVE THOSE CALUMNIES UPON HER TO BE FALSE; AND POLEME WAS PREVAILED UPON, AND THAT CHIEFLY ON ACCOUNT OF HER RICHES. YET DID NOT THIS MATRIMONY ENDURE LONG; BUT BERNICE LEFT POLEME, AND, AS WAS SAID, WITH IMPURE INTENTIONS. SO, HE FORSOOK AT ONCE THIS MATRIMONY, AND THE JEWISH RELIGION; AND, AT THE SAME TIME, MARIAMNE PUT AWAY ARCHCLAUS, AND WAS MARRIED TO DEMETRIUS, THE PRINCIPAL MAN AMONG THE ALEXANDRIAN JEWS, BOTH FOR HIS FAMILY AND HIS WEALTH; AND INDEED, HE WAS THEN THEIR ALABARCH. SO, SHE NAMED HER SON WHOM SHE HAD BY HIM AGRIPPINUS. BUT OF ALL THESE PARTICULARS WE SHALL HEREAFTER TREAT MORE EXACTLY. 
CHAPTER 8. AFTER WHAT MANNER UPON THE DEATH OF CLAUDIUS, NERO SUCCEEDED IN THE GOVERNMENT; AS ALSO WHAT BARBAROUS THINGS HE DID. CONCERNING THE ROBBERS, MURDERERS AND IMPOSTORS, THAT AROSE WHILE FELIX AND FESTUS WERE PROCURATORS OF JUDEA. 
1. NOW CLAUDIUS CAESAR DIED WHEN HE HAD REIGNED THIRTEEN YEARS, EIGHT MONTHS, AND TWENTY DAYS; AND A REPORT WENT ABOUT THAT HE WAS POISONED BY HIS WIFE AGRIPPINA. HER FATHER WAS GERMANICUS, THE BROTHER OF CAESAR. HER HUSBAND WAS DOMITIUS AENOBARBUS, ONE OF THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS PERSONS THAT WAS IN THE CITY OF ROME; AFTER WHOSE DEATH, AND HER LONG CONTINUANCE IN WIDOWHOOD, CLAUDIUS TOOK HER TO WIFE. SHE BROUGHT ALONG WITH HER A SON, DOMTITUS, OF THE SAME NAME WITH HIS FATHER. HE HAD BEFORE THIS SLAIN HIS WIFE MESSALINA, OUT OF JEALOUSY, BY WHOM HE HAD HIS CHILDREN BRITANNICUS AND OCTAVIA; THEIR ELDEST SISTER WAS ANTONIA, WHOM HE HAD BY PELINA HIS FIRST WIFE. HE ALSO MARRIED OCTAVIA TO NERO; FOR THAT WAS THE NAME THAT CAESAR GAVE HIM AFTERWARD, UPON HIS ADOPTING HIM FOR HIS SON. 
2. BUT NOW AGRIPPINA WAS AFRAID, LEST, WHEN BRITANNICUS SHOULD COME TO MAN'S ESTATE, HE SHOULD SUCCEED HIS FATHER IN THE GOVERNMENT, AND DESIRED TO SEIZE UPON THE PRINCIPALITY BEFOREHAND FOR HER OWN SON [NERO]; UPON WHICH THE REPORT WENT THAT SHE THENCE COMPASSED THE DEATH OF CLAUDIUS. ACCORDINGLY, SHE SENT BURRHUS, THE GENERAL OF THE ARMY, IMMEDIATELY, AND WITH HIM THE TRIBUNES, AND SUCH ALSO OF THE FREED-MEN AS WERE OF THE GREATEST AUTHORITY, TO BRING NERO AWAY INTO THE CAMP, AND TO SALUTE HIM EMPEROR. AND WHEN NERO HAD THUS OBTAINED THE GOVERNMENT, HE GOT BRITANNICUS TO BE SO POISONED, THAT THE MULTITUDE SHOULD NOT PERCEIVE IT; ALTHOUGH HE PUBLICLY PUT HIS OWN MOTHER TO DEATH NOT LONG AFTERWARD, MAKING HER THIS REQUITAL, NOT ONLY FOR BEING BORN OF HER, BUT FOR BRINGING IT SO ABOUT BY HER CONTRIVANCES THAT HE OBTAINED THE ROMAN EMPIRE. HE ALSO SLEW OCTAVIA HIS OWN WIFE, AND MANY OTHER ILLUSTRIOUS PERSONS, UNDER THIS PRETENSE, THAT THEY PLOTTED AGAINST HIM. 
3. BUT I OMIT ANY FURTHER DISCOURSE ABOUT THESE AFFAIRS; FOR THERE HAVE BEEN A GREAT MANY WHO HAVE COMPOSED THE HISTORY OF NERO; SOME OF WHICH HAVE DEPARTED FROM THE TRUTH OF FACTS OUT OF FAVOR, AS HAVING RECEIVED BENEFITS FROM HIM; WHILE OTHERS, OUT OF HATRED TO HIM, AND THE GREAT ILL-WILL WHICH THEY BARE HIM, HAVE SO IMPUDENTLY RAVED AGAINST HIM WITH THEIR LIES, THAT THEY JUSTLY DESERVE TO BE CONDEMNED. NOR DO I WONDER AT SUCH AS HAVE TOLD LIES OF NERO, SINCE THEY HAVE NOT IN THEIR WRITINGS PRESERVED THE TRUTH OF HISTORY AS TO THOSE FACTS THAT WERE EARLIER THAN HIS TIME, EVEN WHEN THE ACTORS COULD HAVE NO WAY INCURRED THEIR HATRED, SINCE THOSE WRITERS LIVED A LONG TIME AFTER THEM. BUT AS TO THOSE THAT HAVE NO REGARD TO TRUTH, THEY MAY WRITE AS THEY PLEASE; FOR IN THAT THEY TAKE DELIGHT: BUT AS TO OURSELVES, WHO HAVE MADE TRUTH OUR DIRECT AIM, WE SHALL BRIEFLY TOUCH UPON WHAT ONLY BELONGS REMOTELY TO THIS UNDERTAKING, BUT SHALL RELATE WHAT HATH HAPPENED TO US JEWS WITH GREAT ACCURACY, AND SHALL NOT GRUDGE OUR PAINS IN GIVING AN ACCOUNT BOTH OF THE CALAMITIES WE HAVE SUFFERED, AND OF THE CRIMES WE HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF. I WILL NOW THEREFORE RETURN TO THE RELATION OF OUR OWN AFFAIRS. 
4. FOR IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE REIGN OF NERO, UPON THE DEATH OF AZIZUS, KING OF EMESA, SOEMUS, HIS BROTHER, SUCCEEDED IN HIS KINGDOM, AND ARISTOBULUS, THE SON OF HEROD, KING OF CHALCIS, WAS INTRUSTED BY NERO WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF THE LESSER ARMENIA. CAESAR ALSO BESTOWED ON AGRIPPA A CERTAIN PART OF GALILEE, TIBERIAS, AND TARICHAE, AND ORDERED THEM TO SUBMIT TO HIS JURISDICTION. HE GAVE HIM ALSO JULIAS, A CITY OF PEREA, WITH FOURTEEN VILLAGES THAT LAY ABOUT IT. 
5. NOW AS FOR THE AFFAIRS OF THE JEWS, THEY GREW WORSE AND WORSE CONTINUALLY, FOR THE COUNTRY WAS AGAIN FILLED WITH ROBBERS AND IMPOSTORS, WHO DELUDED THE MULTITUDE. YET DID FELIX CATCH AND PUT TO DEATH MANY OF THOSE IMPOSTORS EVERY DAY, TOGETHER WITH THE ROBBERS. HE ALSO CAUGHT ELEAZAR, THE SON OF DINEAS, WHO HAD GOTTEN TOGETHER A COMPANY OF ROBBERS; AND THIS HE DID BY TREACHERY; FOR HE GAVE HIM ASSURANCE THAT HE SHOULD SUFFER NO HARM, AND THEREBY PERSUADED HIM TO COME TO HIM; BUT WHEN HE CAME, HE BOUND HIM, AND SENT HIM TO ROME. FELIX ALSO BORE AN ILL-WILL TO JONATHAN, THE HIGH PRIEST, BECAUSE HE FREQUENTLY GAVE HIM ADMONITIONS ABOUT GOVERNING THE JEWISH AFFAIRS BETTER THAN HE DID, LEST HE SHOULD HIMSELF HAVE COMPLAINTS MADE OF HIM BY THE MULTITUDE, SINCE HE IT WAS WHO HAD DESIRED CAESAR TO SEND HIM AS PROCURATOR OF JUDEA. SO, FELIX CONTRIVED A METHOD WHEREBY HE MIGHT GET RID OF HIM, NOW HE WAS BECOME SO CONTINUALLY TROUBLESOME TO HIM; FOR SUCH CONTINUAL ADMONITIONS ARE GRIEVOUS TO THOSE WHO ARE DISPOSED TO ACT UNJUSTLY. WHEREFORE FELIX PERSUADED ONE OF JONATHAN'S MOST FAITHFUL FRIENDS, A CITIZEN OF JERUSALEM, WHOSE NAME WAS DORAS, TO BRING THE ROBBERS UPON JONATHAN, IN ORDER TO KILL HIM; AND THIS HE DID BY PROMISING TO GIVE HIM A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY FOR SO DOING. DORAS COMPLIED WITH THE PROPOSAL, AND CONTRIVED MATTERS SO, THAT THE ROBBERS MIGHT MURDER HIM AFTER THE FOLLOWING MANNER: CERTAIN OF THOSE ROBBERS WENT UP TO THE CITY, AS IF THEY WERE GOING TO WORSHIP GOD, WHILE THEY HAD DAGGERS UNDER THEIR GARMENTS, AND BY THUS MINGLING THEMSELVES AMONG THE MULTITUDE THEY SLEW JONATHAN AND AS THIS MURDER WAS NEVER AVENGED, THE ROBBERS WENT UP WITH THE GREATEST SECURITY AT THE FESTIVALS AFTER THIS TIME; AND HAVING WEAPONS CONCEALED IN LIKE MANNER AS BEFORE, AND MINGLING THEMSELVES AMONG THE MULTITUDE, THEY SLEW CERTAIN OF THEIR OWN ENEMIES, AND WERE SUBSERVIENT TO OTHER MEN FOR MONEY; AND SLEW OTHERS, NOT ONLY IN REMOTE PARTS OF THE CITY, BUT IN THE TEMPLE ITSELF ALSO; FOR THEY HAD THE BOLDNESS TO MURDER MEN THERE, WITHOUT THINKING OF THE IMPIETY OF WHICH THEY WERE GUILTY. AND THIS SEEMS TO ME TO HAVE BEEN THE REASON WHY GOD, OUT OF HIS HATRED OF THESE MEN'S WICKEDNESS, REJECTED OUR CITY; AND AS FOR THE TEMPLE, HE NO LONGER ESTEEMED IT SUFFICIENTLY PURE FOR HIM TO INHABIT THEREIN, BUT BROUGHT THE ROMANS UPON US, AND THREW A FIRE UPON THE CITY TO PURGE IT; AND BROUGHT UPON US, OUR WIVES, AND CHILDREN, SLAVERY, AS DESIROUS TO MAKE US WISER BY OUR CALAMITIES. 
6. THESE WORKS, THAT WERE DONE BY THE ROBBERS, FILLED THE CITY WITH ALL SORTS OF IMPIETY. AND NOW THESE IMPOSTORS AND DECEIVERS PERSUADED THE MULTITUDE TO FOLLOW THEM INTO THE WILDERNESS, AND PRETENDED THAT THEY WOULD EXHIBIT MANIFEST WONDERS AND SIGNS, THAT SHOULD BE PERFORMED BY THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD. AND MANY THAT WERE PREVAILED ON BY THEM SUFFERED THE PUNISHMENTS OF THEIR FOLLY; FOR FELIX BROUGHT THEM BACK, AND THEN PUNISHED THEM. MOREOVER, THERE CAME OUT OF EGYPT ABOUT THIS TIME TO JERUSALEM ONE THAT SAID HE WAS A PROPHET, AND ADVISED THE MULTITUDE OF THE COMMON PEOPLE TO GO ALONG WITH HIM TO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, AS IT WAS CALLED, WHICH LAY OVER AGAINST THE CITY, AND AT THE DISTANCE OF FIVE FURLONGS. HE SAID FURTHER, THAT HE WOULD SHOW THEM FROM HENCE HOW, AT HIS COMMAND, THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM WOULD FALL DOWN; AND HE PROMISED THEM THAT HE WOULD PROCURE THEM AN ENTRANCE INTO THE CITY THROUGH THOSE WALLS, WHEN THEY WERE FALLEN DOWN. NOW WHEN FELIX WAS INFORMED OF THESE THINGS, HE ORDERED HIS SOLDIERS TO TAKE THEIR WEAPONS, AND CAME AGAINST THEM WITH A GREAT NUMBER OF HORSEMEN AND FOOTMEN FROM JERUSALEM, AND ATTACKED THE EGYPTIAN AND THE PEOPLE THAT WERE WITH HIM. HE ALSO SLEW FOUR HUNDRED OF THEM, AND TOOK TWO HUNDRED ALIVE. BUT THE EGYPTIAN HIMSELF ESCAPED OUT OF THE FIGHT, BUT DID NOT APPEAR ANY MORE. AND AGAIN, THE ROBBERS STIRRED UP THE PEOPLE TO MAKE WAR WITH THE ROMANS, AND SAID THEY OUGHT NOT TO OBEY THEM AT ALL; AND WHEN ANY PERSONS WOULD NOT COMPLY WITH THEM, THEY SET FIRE TO THEIR VILLAGES, AND PLUNDERED THEM. 
7. AND NOW IT WAS THAT A GREAT SEDITION AROSE BETWEEN THE JEWS THAT INHABITED CESAREA, AND THE SYRIANS WHO DWELT THERE ALSO, CONCERNING THEIR EQUAL RIGHT TO THE PRIVILEGES BELONGING TO CITIZENS; FOR THE JEWS CLAIMED THE PRE-EMINENCE, BECAUSE HEROD THEIR KING WAS THE BUILDER OF CESAREA, AND BECAUSE HE WAS BY BIRTH A JEW. NOW THE SYRIANS DID NOT DENY WHAT WAS ALLEGED ABOUT HEROD; BUT THEY SAID THAT CESAREA WAS FORMERLY CALLED STRATO'S TOWER, AND THAT THEN THERE WAS NOT ONE JEWISH INHABITANT. WHEN THE PRESIDENTS OF THAT COUNTRY HEARD OF THESE DISORDERS, THEY CAUGHT THE AUTHORS OF THEM ON BOTH SIDES, AND TORMENTED THEM WITH STRIPES, AND BY THAT MEANS PUT A STOP TO THE DISTURBANCE FOR A TIME. BUT THE JEWISH CITIZENS DEPENDING ON THEIR WEALTH, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT DESPISING THE SYRIANS, REPROACHED THEM AGAIN, AND HOPED TO PROVOKE THEM BY SUCH REPROACHES. HOWEVER, THE SYRIANS, THOUGH THEY WERE INFERIOR IN WEALTH, YET VALUING THEMSELVES HIGHLY ON THIS ACCOUNT, THAT THE GREATEST PART OF THE ROMAN SOLDIERS THAT WERE THERE WERE EITHER OF CESAREA OR SEBASTE, THEY ALSO FOR SOME TIME USED REPROACHFUL LANGUAGE TO THE JEWS ALSO; AND THUS IT WAS, TILL AT LENGTH THEY CAME TO THROWING STONES AT ONE ANOTHER, AND SEVERAL WERE WOUNDED, AND FELL ON BOTH SIDES, THOUGH STILL THE JEWS WERE THE CONQUERORS. BUT WHEN FELIX SAW THAT THIS QUARREL WAS BECOME A KIND OF WAR, HE CAME UPON THEM ON THE SUDDEN, AND DESIRED THE JEWS TO DESIST; AND WHEN THEY REFUSED SO TO DO, HE ARMED HIS SOLDIERS, AND SENT THEM OUT UPON THEM, AND SLEW MANY OF THEM, AND TOOK MORE OF THEM ALIVE, AND PERMITTED HIS SOLDIERS TO PLUNDER SOME OF THE HOUSES OF THE CITIZENS, WHICH WERE FULL OF RICHES. NOW THOSE JEWS THAT WERE MORE MODERATE, AND OF PRINCIPAL DIGNITY AMONG THEM, WERE AFRAID OF THEMSELVES, AND DESIRED OF FELIX THAT HE WOULD SOUND A RETREAT TO HIS SOLDIERS, AND SPARE THEM FOR THE FUTURE, AND AFFORD THEM ROOM FOR REPENTANCE FOR WHAT THEY HAD DONE; AND FELIX WAS PREVAILED UPON TO DO SO. 
8. ABOUT THIS TIME KING AGRIPPA GAVE THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD TO ISMAEL, WHO WAS THE SON OF FABI. AND NOW AROSE A SEDITION BETWEEN THE HIGH PRIESTS AND THE PRINCIPAL MEN OF THE MULTITUDE OF JERUSALEM; EACH OF WHICH GOT THEM A COMPANY OF THE BOLDEST SORT OF MEN, AND OF THOSE THAT LOVED INNOVATIONS ABOUT THEM, AND BECAME LEADERS TO THEM; AND WHEN THEY STRUGGLED TOGETHER, THEY DID IT BY CASTING REPROACHFUL WORDS AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, AND BY THROWING STONES ALSO. AND THERE WAS NOBODY TO REPROVE THEM; BUT THESE DISORDERS WERE DONE AFTER A LICENTIOUS MANNER IN THE CITY, AS IF IT HAD NO GOVERNMENT OVER IT. AND SUCH WAS THE IMPUDENCE AND BOLDNESS THAT HAD SEIZED ON THE HIGH PRIESTS, THAT THEY HAD THE HARDINESS TO SEND THEIR SERVANTS INTO THE THRESHING-FLOORS, TO TAKE AWAY THOSE TITHES THAT WERE DUE TO THE PRIESTS, INSOMUCH THAT IT SO FELL OUT THAT THE POOREST SORT OF THE PRIESTS DIED FOR WANT. TO THIS DEGREE DID THE VIOLENCE OF THE SEDITIOUS PREVAIL OVER ALL RIGHT AND JUSTICE. 
9. NOW WHEN PORCIUS FESTUS WAS SENT AS SUCCESSOR TO FELIX BY NERO, THE PRINCIPAL OF THE JEWISH INHABITANTS OF CESAREA WENT UP TO ROME TO ACCUSE FELIX; AND HE HAD CERTAINLY BEEN BROUGHT TO PUNISHMENT, UNLESS NERO HAD YIELDED TO THE IMPORTUNATE SOLICITATIONS OF HIS BROTHER PALLAS, WHO WAS AT THAT TIME HAD IN THE GREATEST HONOR BY HIM. TWO OF THE PRINCIPAL SYRIANS IN CESAREA PERSUADED BURRHUS, WHO WAS NERO'S TUTOR, AND SECRETARY FOR HIS GREEK EPISTLES, BY GIVING HIM A GREAT SUM OF MONEY, TO DISANNUL THAT EQUALITY OF THE JEWISH PRIVILEGES OF CITIZENS WHICH THEY HITHERTO ENJOYED. SO BURRHUS, BY HIS SOLICITATIONS, OBTAINED LEAVE OF THE EMPEROR THAT AN EPISTLE SHOULD BE WRITTEN TO THAT PURPOSE. THIS EPISTLE BECAME THE OCCASION OF THE FOLLOWING MISERIES THAT BEFELL OUR NATION; FOR WHEN THE JEWS OF CESAREA WERE INFORMED OF THE CONTENTS OF THIS EPISTLE TO THE SYRIANS, THEY WERE MORE DISORDERLY THAN BEFORE, TILL A WAR WAS KINDLED. 
10. UPON FESTUS'S COMING INTO JUDEA, IT HAPPENED THAT JUDEA WAS AFFLICTED BY THE ROBBERS, WHILE ALL THE VILLAGES WERE SET ON FIRE, AND PLUNDERED BY THEM. AND THEN IT WAS THAT THE SICARII, AS THEY WERE CALLED, WHO WERE ROBBERS, GREW NUMEROUS. THEY MADE USE OF SMALL SWORDS, NOT MUCH DIFFERENT IN LENGTH FROM THE PERSIAN ACINACAE, BUT SOMEWHAT CROOKED, AND LIKE THE ROMAN SICAE, [OR SICKLES,] AS THEY WERE CALLED; AND FROM THESE WEAPONS THESE ROBBERS GOT THEIR DENOMINATION; AND WITH THESE WEAPONS THEY SLEW A GREAT MANY; FOR THEY MINGLED THEMSELVES AMONG THE MULTITUDE AT THEIR FESTIVALS, WHEN THEY WERE COME UP IN CROWDS FROM ALL PARTS TO THE CITY TO WORSHIP GOD, AS WE SAID BEFORE, AND EASILY SLEW THOSE THAT THEY HAD A MIND TO SLAY. THEY ALSO CAME FREQUENTLY UPON THE VILLAGES BELONGING TO THEIR ENEMIES, WITH THEIR WEAPONS, AND PLUNDERED THEM, AND SET THEM ON FIRE. SO, FESTUS SENT FORCES, BOTH HORSEMEN AND FOOTMEN, TO FALL UPON THOSE THAT HAD BEEN SEDUCED BY A CERTAIN IMPOSTOR, WHO PROMISED THEM DELIVERANCE AND FREEDOM FROM THE MISERIES THEY WERE UNDER, IF THEY WOULD BUT FOLLOW HIM AS FAR AS THE WILDERNESS. ACCORDINGLY, THOSE FORCES THAT WERE SENT DESTROYED BOTH HIM THAT HAD DELUDED THEM, AND THOSE THAT WERE HIS FOLLOWERS ALSO. 
11. ABOUT THE SAME TIME KING AGRIPPA BUILT HIMSELF A VERY LARGE DINING-ROOM IN THE ROYAL PALACE AT JERUSALEM, NEAR TO THE PORTICO. NOW THIS PALACE HAD BEEN ERECTED OF OLD BY THE CHILDREN OF ASAMONEUS. AND WAS SITUATE UPON AN ELEVATION, AND AFFORDED A MOST DELIGHTFUL PROSPECT TO THOSE THAT HAD A MIND TO TAKE A VIEW OF THE CITY, WHICH PROSPECT WAS DESIRED BY THE KING; AND THERE HE COULD LIE DOWN, AND EAT, AND THENCE OBSERVE WHAT WAS DONE IN THE TEMPLE; WHICH THING, WHEN THE CHIEF MEN OF JERUSALEM SAW THEY WERE VERY MUCH DISPLEASED AT IT; FOR IT WAS NOT AGREEABLE TO THE INSTITUTIONS OF OUR COUNTRY OR LAW THAT WHAT WAS DONE IN THE TEMPLE SHOULD BE VIEWED BY OTHERS, ESPECIALLY WHAT BELONGED TO THE SACRIFICES. THEY THEREFORE ERECTED A WALL UPON THE UPPERMOST BUILDING WHICH BELONGED TO THE INNER COURT OF THE TEMPLE TOWARDS THE WEST, WHICH WALL WHEN IT WAS BUILT, DID NOT ONLY INTERCEPT THE PROSPECT OF THE DINING-ROOM IN THE PALACE, BUT ALSO OF THE WESTERN CLOISTERS THAT BELONGED TO THE OUTER COURT OF THE TEMPLE ALSO, WHERE IT WAS THAT THE ROMANS KEPT GUARDS FOR THE TEMPLE AT THE FESTIVALS. AT THESE DOINGS BOTH KING AGRIPPA, AND PRINCIPALLY FESTUS THE PROCURATOR, WERE MUCH DISPLEASED; AND FESTUS ORDERED THEM TO PULL THE WALL DOWN AGAIN: BUT THE JEWS PETITIONED HIM TO GIVE THEM LEAVE TO SEND AN EMBASSAGE ABOUT THIS MATTER TO NERO; FOR THEY SAID THEY COULD NOT ENDURE TO LIVE IF ANY PART OF THE TEMPLE SHOULD BE DEMOLISHED; AND WHEN FESTUS HAD GIVEN THEM LEAVE SO TO DO, THEY SENT TEN OF THEIR PRINCIPAL MEN TO NERO, AS ALSO ISMAEL THE HIGH PRIEST, AND HELCIAS, THE KEEPER OF THE SACRED TREASURE. AND WHEN NERO HAD HEARD WHAT THEY HAD TO SAY, HE NOT ONLY FORGAVE THEM WHAT THEY HAD ALREADY DONE, BUT ALSO GAVE THEM LEAVE TO LET THE WALL THEY HAD BUILT STAND. THIS WAS GRANTED THEM IN ORDER TO GRATIFY POPPEA, NERO'S WIFE, WHO WAS A RELIGIOUS WOMAN, AND HAD REQUESTED THESE FAVORS OF NERO, AND WHO GAVE ORDER TO THE TEN AMBASSADORS TO GO THEIR WAY HOME; BUT RETAINED HELCIAS AND ISMAEL AS HOSTAGES WITH HERSELF. AS SOON AS THE KING HEARD THIS NEWS, HE GAVE THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD TO JOSEPH, WHO WAS CALLED CABI, THE SON OF SIMON, FORMERLY HIGH PRIEST. 
CHAPTER 9. CONCERNING ALBINUS UNDER WHOSE PROCURATORSHIP JAMES WAS SLAIN; AS ALSO WHAT EDIFICES WERE BUILT BY AGRIPPA. 
1. AND NOW CAESAR, UPON HEARING THE DEATH OF FESTUS, SENT ALBINUS INTO JUDEA, AS PROCURATOR. BUT THE KING DEPRIVED JOSEPH OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND BESTOWED THE SUCCESSION TO THAT DIGNITY ON THE SON OF ANANUS, WHO WAS ALSO HIMSELF CALLED ANANUS. NOW THE REPORT GOES THAT THIS ELDEST ANANUS PROVED A MOST FORTUNATE MAN; FOR HE HAD FIVE SONS WHO HAD ALL PERFORMED THE OFFICE OF A HIGH PRIEST TO GOD, AND WHO HAD HIMSELF ENJOYED THAT DIGNITY A LONG TIME FORMERLY, WHICH HAD NEVER HAPPENED TO ANY OTHER OF OUR HIGH PRIESTS. BUT THIS YOUNGER ANANUS, WHO, AS WE HAVE TOLD YOU ALREADY, TOOK THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, WAS A BOLD MAN IN HIS TEMPER, AND VERY INSOLENT; HE WAS ALSO OF THE SECT OF THE SADDUCEES, WHO ARE VERY RIGID IN JUDGING OFFENDERS, ABOVE ALL THE REST OF THE JEWS, AS WE HAVE ALREADY OBSERVED; WHEN, THEREFORE, ANANUS WAS OF THIS DISPOSITION, HE THOUGHT HE HAD NOW A PROPER OPPORTUNITY [TO EXERCISE HIS AUTHORITY]. FESTUS WAS NOW DEAD, AND ALBINUS WAS BUT UPON THE ROAD; SO HE ASSEMBLED THE SANHEDRIM OF JUDGES, AND BROUGHT BEFORE THEM THE BROTHER OF JESUS, WHO WAS CALLED CHRIST, WHOSE NAME WAS JAMES, AND SOME OTHERS, [OR, SOME OF HIS COMPANIONS]; AND WHEN HE HAD FORMED AN ACCUSATION AGAINST THEM AS BREAKERS OF THE LAW, HE DELIVERED THEM TO BE STONED: BUT AS FOR THOSE WHO SEEMED THE MOST EQUITABLE OF THE CITIZENS, AND SUCH AS WERE THE MOST UNEASY AT THE BREACH OF THE LAWS, THEY DISLIKED WHAT WAS DONE; THEY ALSO SENT TO THE KING [AGRIPPA], DESIRING HIM TO SEND TO ANANUS THAT HE SHOULD ACT SO NO MORE, FOR THAT WHAT HE HAD ALREADY DONE WAS NOT TO BE JUSTIFIED; NAY, SOME OF THEM WENT ALSO TO MEET ALBINUS, AS HE WAS UPON HIS JOURNEY FROM ALEXANDRIA, AND INFORMED HIM THAT IT WAS NOT LAWFUL FOR ANANUS TO ASSEMBLE A SANHEDRIM WITHOUT HIS CONSENT. WHEREUPON ALBINUS COMPLIED WITH WHAT THEY SAID, AND WROTE IN ANGER TO ANANUS, AND THREATENED THAT HE WOULD BRING HIM TO PUNISHMENT FOR WHAT HE HAD DONE; ON WHICH KING AGRIPPA TOOK THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD FROM HIM, WHEN HE HAD RULED BUT THREE MONTHS, AND MADE JESUS, THE SON OF DAMNEUS, HIGH PRIEST. 
2. NOW AS SOON AS ALBINUS WAS COME TO THE CITY OF JERUSALEM, HE USED ALL HIS ENDEAVORS AND CARE THAT THE COUNTRY MIGHT BE KEPT IN PEACE, AND THIS BY DESTROYING MANY OF THE SICARII. BUT AS FOR THE HIGH PRIEST, ANANIAS HE INCREASED IN GLORY EVERY DAY, AND THIS TO A GREAT DEGREE, AND HAD OBTAINED THE FAVOR AND ESTEEM OF THE CITIZENS IN A SIGNAL MANNER; FOR HE WAS A GREAT HOARDER UP OF MONEY: HE THEREFORE CULTIVATED THE FRIENDSHIP OF ALBINUS, AND OF THE HIGH PRIEST [JESUS], BY MAKING THEM PRESENTS; HE ALSO HAD SERVANTS WHO WERE VERY WICKED, WHO JOINED THEMSELVES TO THE BOLDEST SORT OF THE PEOPLE, AND WENT TO THE THRASHING-FLOORS, AND TOOK AWAY THE TITHES THAT BELONGED TO THE PRIESTS BY VIOLENCE, AND DID NOT REFRAIN FROM BEATING SUCH AS WOULD NOT GIVE THESE TITHES TO THEM. SO, THE OTHER HIGH PRIESTS ACTED IN THE LIKE MANNER, AS DID THOSE HIS SERVANTS, WITHOUT ANY ONE BEING ABLE TO PROHIBIT THEM; SO THAT [SOME OF THE] PRIESTS, THAT OF OLD WERE WONT TO BE SUPPORTED WITH THOSE TITHES, DIED FOR WANT OF FOOD. 
3. BUT NOW THE SICARII WENT INTO THE CITY BY NIGHT, JUST BEFORE THE FESTIVAL, WHICH WAS NOW AT HAND, AND TOOK THE SCRIBE BELONGING TO THE GOVERNOR OF THE TEMPLE, WHOSE NAME WAS ELEAZAR, WHO WAS THE SON OF ANANUS [ANANIAS] THE HIGH PRIEST, AND BOUND HIM, AND CARRIED HIM AWAY WITH THEM; AFTER WHICH THEY SENT TO ANANIAS, AND SAID THAT THEY WOULD SEND THE SCRIBE TO HIM, IF HE WOULD PERSUADE ALBINUS TO RELEASE TEN OF THOSE PRISONERS WHICH HE HAD CAUGHT OF THEIR PARTY; SO ANANIAS WAS PLAINLY FORCED TO PERSUADE ALBINUS, AND GAINED HIS REQUEST OF HIM. THIS WAS THE BEGINNING OF GREATER CALAMITIES; FOR THE ROBBERS PERPETUALLY CONTRIVED TO CATCH SOME OF ANANIAS'S SERVANTS; AND WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN THEM ALIVE, THEY WOULD NOT LET THEM GO, TILL THEY THEREBY RECOVERED SOME OF THEIR OWN SICARII. AND AS THEY WERE AGAIN BECOME NO SMALL NUMBER, THEY GREW BOLD, AND WERE A GREAT AFFLICTION TO THE WHOLE COUNTRY. 
4. ABOUT THIS TIME IT WAS THAT KING AGRIPPA BUILT CESAREA PHILIPPI LARGER THAN IT WAS BEFORE, AND, IN HONOR OF NERO, NAMED IT NERONLAS. AND WHEN HE HAD BUILT A THEATER AT BERYTUS, WITH VAST EXPENSES, HE BESTOWED ON THEM SHOWS, TO BE EXHIBITED EVERY YEAR, AND SPENT THEREIN MANY TEN THOUSAND [DRACHMAE]; HE ALSO GAVE THE PEOPLE A LARGESS OF CORN, AND DISTRIBUTED OIL AMONG THEM, AND ADORNED THE ENTIRE CITY WITH STATUES OF HIS OWN DONATION, AND WITH ORIGINAL IMAGES MADE BY ANCIENT HANDS; NAY, HE ALMOST TRANSFERRED ALL THAT WAS MOST ORNAMENTAL IN HIS OWN KINGDOM THITHER. THIS MADE HIM MORE THAN ORDINARILY HATED BY HIS SUBJECTS, BECAUSE HE TOOK THOSE THINGS AWAY THAT BELONGED TO THEM TO ADORN A FOREIGN CITY. AND NOW JESUS, THE SON OF GAMALIEL, BECAME THE SUCCESSOR OF JESUS, THE SON OF DAMNEUS, IN THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, WHICH THE KING HAD TAKEN FROM THE OTHER; ON WHICH ACCOUNT A SEDITION AROSE BETWEEN THE HIGH PRIESTS, WITH REGARD TO ONE ANOTHER; FOR THEY GOT TOGETHER BODIES OF THE BOLDEST SORT OF THE PEOPLE, AND FREQUENTLY CAME, FROM REPROACHES, TO THROWING OF STONES AT EACH OTHER. BUT ANANIAS WAS TOO HARD FOR THE REST, BY HIS RICHES, WHICH ENABLED HIM TO GAIN THOSE THAT WERE MOST READY TO RECEIVE. COSTOBARUS ALSO, AND SAULUS, DID THEMSELVES GET TOGETHER A MULTITUDE OF WICKED WRETCHES, AND THIS BECAUSE THEY WERE OF THE ROYAL FAMILY; AND SO, THEY OBTAINED FAVOR AMONG THEM, BECAUSE OF THEIR KINDRED TO AGRIPPA; BUT STILL THEY USED VIOLENCE WITH THE PEOPLE, AND WERE VERY READY TO PLUNDER THOSE THAT WERE WEAKER THAN THEMSELVES. AND FROM THAT TIME, IT PRINCIPALLY CAME TO PASS THAT OUR CITY WAS GREATLY DISORDERED, AND THAT ALL THINGS GREW WORSE AND WORSE AMONG US. 
5. BUT WHEN ALBINUS HEARD THAT GESSIUS FLORUS WAS COMING TO SUCCEED HIM, HE WAS DESIROUS TO APPEAR TO DO SOMEWHAT THAT MIGHT BE GRATEFUL TO THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM; SO, HE BROUGHT OUT ALL THOSE PRISONERS WHO SEEMED TO HIM TO BE MOST PLAINLY WORTHY OF DEATH, AND ORDERED THEM TO BE PUT TO DEATH ACCORDINGLY. BUT AS TO THOSE WHO HAD BEEN PUT INTO PRISON ON SOME TRIFLING OCCASIONS, HE TOOK MONEY OF THEM, AND DISMISSED THEM; BY WHICH MEANS THE PRISONS WERE INDEED EMPTIED, BUT THE COUNTRY WAS FILLED WITH ROBBERS. 
6. NOW AS MANY OF THE LEVITES, WHICH IS A TRIBE OF OURS, AS WERE SINGERS OF HYMNS, PERSUADED THE KING TO ASSEMBLE A SANHEDRIM, AND TO GIVE THEM LEAVE TO WEAR LINEN GARMENTS, AS WELL AS THE PRIESTS FOR THEY SAID THAT THIS WOULD BE A WORK WORTHY THE TIMES OF HIS GOVERNMENT, THAT HE MIGHT HAVE A MEMORIAL OF SUCH A NOVELTY, AS BEING HIS DOING. NOR DID THEY FAIL OF OBTAINING THEIR DESIRE; FOR THE KING, WITH THE SUFFRAGES OF THOSE THAT CAME INTO THE SANHEDRIM, GRANTED THE SINGERS OF HYMNS THIS PRIVILEGE, THAT THEY MIGHT LAY ASIDE THEIR FORMER GARMENTS, AND WEAR SUCH A LINEN ONE AS THEY DESIRED; AND AS A PART OF THIS TRIBE MINISTERED IN THE TEMPLE, HE ALSO PERMITTED THEM TO LEARN THOSE HYMNS AS THEY HAD BESOUGHT HIM FOR. NOW ALL THIS WAS CONTRARY TO THE LAWS OF OUR COUNTRY, WHICH, WHENEVER THEY HAVE BEEN TRANSGRESSED, WE HAVE NEVER BEEN ABLE TO AVOID THE PUNISHMENT OF SUCH TRANSGRESSIONS. 
7. AND NOW IT WAS THAT THE TEMPLE WAS FINISHED. SO WHEN THE PEOPLE SAW THAT THE WORKMEN WERE UNEMPLOYED, WHO WERE ABOVE EIGHTEEN THOUSAND AND THAT THEY, RECEIVING NO WAGES, WERE IN WANT BECAUSE THEY HAD EARNED THEIR BREAD BY THEIR LABORS ABOUT THE TEMPLE; AND WHILE THEY WERE UNWILLING TO KEEP BY THEM THE TREASURES THAT WERE THERE DEPOSITED, OUT OF FEAR OF [THEIR BEING CARRIED AWAY BY] THE ROMANS; AND WHILE THEY HAD A REGARD TO THE MAKING PROVISION FOR THE WORKMEN; THEY HAD A MIND TO EXPEND THESE TREASURES UPON THEM; FOR IF ANY ONE OF THEM DID BUT LABOR FOR A SINGLE HOUR, HE RECEIVED HIS PAY IMMEDIATELY; SO, THEY PERSUADED HIM TO REBUILD THE EASTERN CLOISTERS. THESE CLOISTERS BELONGED TO THE OUTER COURT, AND WERE SITUATED IN A DEEP VALLEY, AND HAD WALLS THAT REACHED FOUR HUNDRED CUBITS [IN LENGTH], AND WERE BUILT OF SQUARE AND VERY WHITE STONES, THE LENGTH OF EACH OF WHICH STONES WAS TWENTY CUBITS, AND THEIR HEIGHT SIX CUBITS. THIS WAS THE WORK OF KING SOLOMON, WHO FIRST OF ALL BUILT THE ENTIRE TEMPLE. BUT KING AGRIPPA, WHO HAD THE CARE OF THE TEMPLE COMMITTED TO HIM BY CLAUDIUS CAESAR, CONSIDERING THAT IT IS EASY TO DEMOLISH ANY BUILDING, BUT HARD TO BUILD IT UP AGAIN, AND THAT IT WAS PARTICULARLY HARD TO DO IT TO THESE CLOISTERS, WHICH WOULD REQUIRE A CONSIDERABLE TIME, AND GREAT SUMS OF MONEY, HE DENIED THE PETITIONERS THEIR REQUEST ABOUT THAT MATTER; BUT HE DID NOT OBSTRUCT THEM WHEN THEY DESIRED THE CITY MIGHT BE PAVED WITH WHITE STONE. HE ALSO DEPRIVED JESUS, THE SON OF GAMALIEL, OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND GAVE IT TO MATTHIAS, THE SON OF THEOPHILUS, UNDER WHOM THE JEWS' WAR WITH THE ROMANS TOOK ITS BEGINNING. 
CHAPTER 10. AN ENUMERATION OF THE HIGH PRIESTS. 
1. AND NOW I THINK IT PROPER AND AGREEABLE TO THIS HISTORY TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF OUR HIGH PRIESTS; HOW THEY BEGAN, WHO THOSE ARE WHICH ARE CAPABLE OF THAT DIGNITY, AND HOW MANY OF THEM THERE HAD BEEN AT THE END OF THE WAR. IN THE FIRST PLACE, THEREFORE, HISTORY INFORMS US THAT AARON, THE BROTHER OF MOSES, OFFICIATED TO GOD AS A HIGH PRIEST, AND THAT, AFTER HIS DEATH, HIS SONS SUCCEEDED HIM IMMEDIATELY; AND THAT THIS DIGNITY HATH BEEN CONTINUED DOWN FROM THEM ALL TO THEIR POSTERITY. WHENCE IT IS A CUSTOM OF OUR COUNTRY, THAT NO ONE SHOULD TAKE THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD OF GOD BUT HE WHO IS OF THE BLOOD OF AARON, WHILE EVERY ONE THAT IS OF ANOTHER STOCK, THOUGH HE WERE A KING, CAN NEVER OBTAIN THAT HIGH PRIESTHOOD. ACCORDINGLY, THE NUMBER OF ALL THE HIGH PRIESTS FROM AARON, OF WHOM WE HAVE SPOKEN ALREADY, AS OF THE FIRST OF THEM, UNTIL PHANAS, WHO WAS MADE HIGH PRIEST DURING THE WAR BY THE SEDITIOUS, WAS EIGHTY-THREE; OF WHOM THIRTEEN OFFICIATED AS HIGH PRIESTS IN THE WILDERNESS, FROM THE DAYS OF MOSES, WHILE THE TABERNACLE WAS STANDING, UNTIL THE PEOPLE CAME INTO JUDEA, WHEN KING SOLOMON ERECTED THE TEMPLE TO GOD; FOR AT THE FIRST THEY HELD THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD TILL THE END OF THEIR LIFE, ALTHOUGH AFTERWARD THEY HAD SUCCESSORS WHILE THEY WERE ALIVE. NOW THESE THIRTEEN, WHO WERE THE DESCENDANTS OF TWO OF THE SONS OF AARON, RECEIVED THIS DIGNITY BY SUCCESSION, ONE AFTER ANOTHER; FOR THEIR FORM OF GOVERNMENT WAS AN ARISTOCRACY, AND AFTER THAT A MONARCHY, AND IN THE THIRD PLACE THE GOVERNMENT WAS REGAL NOW THE NUMBER OF YEARS DURING THE RULE OF THESE THIRTEEN, FROM THE DAY WHEN OUR FATHERS DEPARTED OUT OF EGYPT, UNDER MOSES THEIR LEADER, UNTIL THE BUILDING OF THAT TEMPLE WHICH KING SOLOMON ERECTED AT JERUSALEM, WERE SIX HUNDRED AND TWELVE. AFTER THOSE THIRTEEN HIGH PRIESTS, EIGHTEEN TOOK THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD AT JERUSALEM, ONE M SUCCESSION TO ANOTHER, FROM THE DAYS OF KING SOLOMON, UNTIL NEBUCHADNEZZAR, KING OF BABYLON, MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THAT CITY, AND BURNT THE TEMPLE, AND REMOVED OUR NATION INTO BABYLON, AND THEN TOOK JOSADEK, THE HIGH PRIEST, CAPTIVE; THE TIMES OF THESE HIGH PRIESTS WERE FOUR HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SIX YEARS, SIX MONTHS, AND TEN DAYS, WHILE THE JEWS WERE STILL UNDER THE REGAL GOVERNMENT. BUT AFTER THE TERM OF SEVENTY YEARS' CAPTIVITY UNDER THE BABYLONIANS, CYRUS, KING OF PERSIA, SENT THE JEWS FROM BABYLON TO THEIR OWN LAND AGAIN, AND GAVE THEM LEAVE TO REBUILD THEIR TEMPLE; AT WHICH TIME JESUS, THE SON OF JOSADEK, TOOK THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD OVER THE CAPTIVES WHEN THEY WERE RETURNED HOME. NOW HE AND HIS POSTERITY, WHO WERE IN ALL FIFTEEN, UNTIL KING ANTIOCHUS EUPATOR, WERE UNDER A DEMOCRATICAL GOVERNMENT FOR FOUR HUNDRED AND FOURTEEN YEARS; AND THEN THE FORE MENTIONED ANTIOCHUS, AND LYSIAS THE GENERAL OF HIS ARMY, DEPRIVED ONIAS, WHO WAS ALSO CALLED MENELAUS, OF THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD, AND SLEW HIM AT BEREA; AND DRIVING AWAY THE SON [OF ONIAS THE THIRD], PUT JAEIMUS INTO THE PLACE OF THE HIGH PRIEST, ONE THAT WAS INDEED OF THE STOCK OF AARON, BUT NOT OF THAT FAMILY OF ONIAS. ON WHICH ACCOUNT ONIAS, WHO WAS THE NEPHEW OF ONIAS THAT WAS DEAD, AND BORE THE SAME NAME WITH HIS FATHER, CAME INTO EGYPT, AND GOT INTO THE FRIENDSHIP OF PTOLEMY PHILOMETOR, AND CLEOPATRA HIS WIFE, AND PERSUADED THEM TO MAKE HIM THE HIGH PRIEST OF THAT TEMPLE WHICH HE BUILT TO GOD IN THE PREFECTURE OF HELIOPOLIS, AND THIS IN IMITATION OF THAT AT JERUSALEM; BUT AS FOR THAT TEMPLE WHICH WAS BUILT IN EGYPT, WE HAVE SPOKEN OF IT FREQUENTLY ALREADY. NOW WHEN JACIMUS HAD RETAINED THE PRIESTHOOD THREE YEARS, HE DIED, AND THERE WAS NO ONE THAT SUCCEEDED HIM, BUT THE CITY CONTINUED SEVEN YEARS WITHOUT A HIGH PRIEST. BUT THEN THE POSTERITY OF THE SONS OF ASAMONEUS, WHO HAD THE GOVERNMENT OF THE NATION CONFERRED UPON THEM, WHEN THEY HAD BEATEN THE MACEDONIANS IN WAR, APPOINTED JONATHAN TO BE THEIR HIGH PRIEST, WHO RULED OVER THEM SEVEN YEARS. AND WHEN HE HAD BEEN SLAIN BY THE TREACHEROUS CONTRIVANCE OF TRYPHO, AS WE HAVE RELATED SOME WHERE, SIMON HIS BROTHER TOOK THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD; AND WHEN HE WAS DESTROYED AT A FEAST BY THE TREACHERY OF HIS SON-IN-LAW, HIS OWN SON, WHOSE NAME WAS HYRCANUS, SUCCEEDED HIM, AFTER HE HAD HELD THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD ONE YEAR LONGER THAN HIS BROTHER. THIS HYRCANUS ENJOYED THAT DIGNITY THIRTY YEARS, AND DIED AN OLD MAN, LEAVING THE SUCCESSION TO JUDAS, WHO WAS ALSO CALLED ARISTOBULUS, WHOSE BROTHER ALEXANDER WAS HIS HEIR; WHICH JUDAS DIED OF A SORE DISTEMPER, AFTER HE HAD KEPT THE PRIESTHOOD, TOGETHER WITH THE ROYAL AUTHORITY; FOR THIS JUDAS WAS THE FIRST THAT PUT ON HIS HEAD A DIADEM FOR ONE YEAR. AND WHEN ALEXANDER HAD BEEN BOTH KING AND HIGH PRIEST TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS, HE DEPARTED THIS LIFE, AND PERMITTED HIS WIFE ALEXANDRA TO APPOINT HIM THAT SHOULD HE HIGH PRIEST; SO, SHE GAVE THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD TO HYRCANUS, BUT RETAINED THE KINGDOM HERSELF NINE YEARS, AND THEN DEPARTED THIS LIFE. THE LIKE DURATION [AND NO LONGER] DID HER SON HYRCANUS ENJOY THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD; FOR AFTER HER DEATH HIS BROTHER ARISTOBULUS FOUGHT AGAINST HIM, AND BEAT HIM, AND DEPRIVED HIM OF HIS PRINCIPALITY; AND HE DID HIMSELF BOTH REIGN AND PERFORM THE OFFICE OF HIGH PRIEST TO GOD. BUT WHEN HE HAD REIGNED THREE YEARS, AND AS MANY MONTHS, POMPEY CAME UPON HIM, AND NOT ONLY TOOK THE CITY OF JERUSALEM BY FORCE, BUT PUT HIM AND HIS CHILDREN IN BONDS, AND SENT THEM TO ROME. HE ALSO RESTORED THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD TO HYRCANUS, AND MADE HIM GOVERNOR OF THE NATION, BUT FORBADE HIM TO WEAR A DIADEM. THIS HYRCANUS RULED, BESIDES HIS FIRST NINE YEARS, TWENTY-FOUR YEARS MORE, WHEN BARZAPHARNES AND PACORUS, THE GENERALS OF THE PARTHIANS, PASSED OVER EUPHRATES, AND FOUGHT WITH HYRCANUS, AND TOOK HIM ALIVE, AND MADE ANTIGONUS, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS, KING; AND WHEN HE HAD REIGNED THREE YEARS AND THREE MONTHS, SOSIUS AND HEROD BESIEGED HIM, AND TOOK HIM, WHEN ANTONY HAD HIM BROUGHT TO ANTIOCH, AND SLAIN THERE. HEROD WAS THEN MADE KING BY THE ROMANS, BUT DID NO LONGER APPOINT HIGH PRIESTS OUT OF THE FAMILY OF ASAMONEUS; BUT MADE CERTAIN MEN TO BE SO THAT WERE OF NO EMINENT FAMILIES, BUT BARELY OF THOSE THAT WERE PRIESTS, EXCEPTING THAT HE GAVE THAT DIGNITY TO ARISTOBULUS; FOR WHEN HE HAD MADE THIS ARISTOBULUS, THE GRANDSON OF THAT HYRCANUS WHO WAS THEN TAKEN BY THE PARTHIANS, AND HAD TAKEN HIS SISTER MARIARMNE TO WIFE, HE THEREBY AIMED TO WIN THE GOOD-WILL OF THE PEOPLE, WHO HAD A KIND REMEMBRANCE OF HYRCANUS [HIS GRANDFATHER]. YET DID HE AFTERWARD, OUT OF HIS FEAR LEST THEY SHOULD ALL BEND THEIR INCLINATIONS TO ARISTOBULUS, PUT HIM TO DEATH, AND THAT BY CONTRIVING HOW TO HAVE HIM SUFFOCATED AS HE WAS SWIMMING AT JERICHO, AS WE HAVE ALREADY RELATED THAT MATTER; BUT AFTER THIS MAN HE NEVER INTRUSTED THE PRIESTHOOD TO THE POSTERITY OF THE SONS OF ASAMONEUS. ARCHELAUS ALSO, HEROD'S SON, DID LIKE HIS FATHER IN THE APPOINTMENT OF THE HIGH PRIESTS, AS DID THE ROMANS ALSO, WHO TOOK THE GOVERNMENT OVER THE JEWS INTO THEIR HANDS AFTERWARD. ACCORDINGLY, THE NUMBER OF THE HIGH PRIESTS, FROM THE DAYS OF HEROD UNTIL THE DAY WHEN TITUS TOOK THE TEMPLE AND THE CITY, AND BURNT THEM, WERE IN ALL TWENTY-EIGHT; THE TIME ALSO THAT BELONGED TO THEM WAS A HUNDRED AND SEVEN YEARS. SOME OF THESE WERE THE POLITICAL GOVERNORS OF THE PEOPLE UNDER THE REIGN OF HEROD, AND UNDER THE REIGN OF ARCHELAUS HIS SON, ALTHOUGH, AFTER THEIR DEATH, THE GOVERNMENT BECAME AN ARISTOCRACY, AND THE HIGH PRIESTS WERE INTRUSTED WITH A DOMINION OVER THE NATION. AND THUS, MUCH MAY SUFFICE TO BE SAID CONCERNING OUR HIGH PRIESTS. 
CHAPTER 11. CONCERNING FLORUS THE PROCURATOR, WHO NECESSITATED THE JEWS TO TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST THE ROMANS. THE CONCLUSION. 
1. NOW GESSIUS FLORUS, WHO WAS SENT AS SUCCESSOR TO ALBINUS BY NERO, FILLED JUDEA WITH ABUNDANCE OF MISERIES. HE WAS BY BIRTH OF THE CITY OF CLAZOMENE, AND BROUGHT ALONG WITH HIM HIS WIFE CLEOPATRA, (BY WHOSE FRIENDSHIP WITH POPPEA, NERO'S WIFE, HE OBTAINED THIS GOVERNMENT,) WHO WAS NO WAY DIFFERENT FROM HIM IN WICKEDNESS. THIS FLORUS WAS SO WICKED, AND SO VIOLENT IN THE USE OF HIS AUTHORITY, THAT THE JEWS TOOK ALBINUS TO HAVE BEEN [COMPARATIVELY] THEIR BENEFACTOR; SO EXCESSIVE WERE THE MISCHIEFS THAT HE BROUGHT UPON THEM. FOR ALBINUS CONCEALED HIS WICKEDNESS, AND WAS CAREFUL THAT IT MIGHT NOT BE DISCOVERED TO ALL MEN; BUT GESSIUS FLORUS, AS THOUGH HE BAD BEEN SENT ON PURPOSE TO SHOW HIS CRIMES TO EVERY BODY, MADE A POMPOUS OSTENTATION OF THEM TO OUR NATION, AS NEVER OMITTING ANY SORT OF VIOLENCE, NOR ANY UNJUST SORT OF PUNISHMENT; FOR HE WAS NOT TO BE MOVED BY PITY, AND NEVER WAS SATISFIED WITH ANY DEGREE OF GAIN THAT CAME IN HIS WAY; NOR HAD HE ANY MORE REGARD TO GREAT THAN TO SMALL ACQUISITIONS, BUT BECAME A PARTNER WITH THE ROBBERS THEMSELVES. FOR A GREAT MANY FELL THEN INTO THAT PRACTICE WITHOUT FEAR, AS HAVING HIM FOR THEIR SECURITY, AND DEPENDING ON HIM, THAT HE WOULD SAVE THEM HARMLESS IN THEIR PARTICULAR ROBBERIES; SO THAT THERE WERE NO BOUNDS SET TO THE NATION'S MISERIES; BUT THE UNHAPPY JEWS, WHEN THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO BEAR THE DEVASTATIONS WHICH THE ROBBERS MADE AMONG THEM, WERE ALL UNDER A NECESSITY OF LEAVING THEIR OWN HABITATIONS, AND OF FLYING AWAY, AS HOPING TO DWELL MORE EASILY ANY WHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD AMONG FOREIGNERS [THAN IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY]. AND WHAT NEED I SAY ANY MORE UPON THIS HEAD? SINCE IT WAS THIS FLORUS WHO NECESSITATED US TO TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST THE ROMANS, WHILE WE THOUGHT IT BETTER TO BE DESTROYED AT ONCE, THAN BY LITTLE AND LITTLE. NOW THIS WAR BEGAN IN THE SECOND YEAR OF THE GOVERNMENT OF FLORUS, AND THE TWELFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF NERO. BUT THEN WHAT ACTIONS WE WERE FORCED TO DO, OR WHAT MISERIES WE WERE ENABLED TO SUFFER, MAY BE ACCURATELY KNOWN BY SUCH AS WILL PERUSE THOSE BOOKS WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN ABOUT THE JEWISH WAR. 
2. I SHALL NOW, THEREFORE, MAKE AN END HERE OF MY ANTIQUITIES; AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF WHICH EVENTS, I BEGAN TO WRITE THAT ACCOUNT OF THE WAR; AND THESE ANTIQUITIES CONTAIN WHAT HATH BEEN DELIVERED DOWN TO US FROM THE ORIGINAL CREATION OF MAN, UNTIL THE TWELFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF NERO, AS TO WHAT HATH BEFALLEN THE JEWS, AS WELL IN EGYPT AS IN SYRIA AND IN PALESTINE, AND WHAT WE HAVE SUFFERED FROM THE ASSYRIANS AND BABYLONIANS, AND WHAT AFFLICTIONS THE PERSIANS AND MACEDONIANS, AND AFTER THEM THE ROMANS, HAVE BROUGHT UPON US; FOR I THINK I MAY SAY THAT I HAVE COMPOSED THIS HISTORY WITH SUFFICIENT ACCURACY IN ALL THINGS. I HAVE ATTEMPTED TO ENUMERATE THOSE HIGH PRIESTS THAT WE HAVE HAD DURING THE INTERVAL OF TWO THOUSAND YEARS; I HAVE ALSO CARRIED DOWN THE SUCCESSION OF OUR KINGS, AND RELATED THEIR ACTIONS, AND POLITICAL ADMINISTRATION, WITHOUT [CONSIDERABLE] ERRORS, AS ALSO THE POWER OF OUR MONARCHS; AND ALL ACCORDING TO WHAT IS WRITTEN IN OUR SACRED BOOKS; FOR THIS IT WAS THAT I PROMISED TO DO IN THE BEGINNING OF THIS HISTORY. AND I AM SO BOLD AS TO SAY, NOW I HAVE SO COMPLETELY PERFECTED THE WORK I PROPOSED TO MYSELF TO DO, THAT NO OTHER PERSON, WHETHER HE, WERE A JEW OR FOREIGNER, HAD HE EVER SO GREAT AN INCLINATION TO IT, COULD SO ACCURATELY DELIVER THESE ACCOUNTS TO THE GREEKS AS IS DONE IN THESE BOOKS. FOR THOSE OF MY OWN NATION FREELY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT I FAR EXCEED THEM IN THE LEARNING BELONGING TO JEWS; I HAVE ALSO TAKEN A GREAT DEAL OF PAINS TO OBTAIN THE LEARNING OF THE GREEKS, AND UNDERSTAND THE ELEMENTS OF THE GREEK LANGUAGE, ALTHOUGH I HAVE SO LONG ACCUSTOMED MYSELF TO SPEAK OUR OWN TONGUE, THAT I CANNOT PRONOUNCE GREEK WITH SUFFICIENT EXACTNESS; FOR OUR NATION DOES NOT ENCOURAGE THOSE THAT LEARN THE LANGUAGES OF MANY NATIONS, AND SO ADORN THEIR DISCOURSES WITH THE SMOOTHNESS OF THEIR PERIODS; BECAUSE THEY LOOK UPON THIS SORT OF ACCOMPLISHMENT AS COMMON, NOT ONLY TO ALL SORTS OF FREE-MEN, BUT TO AS MANY OF THE SERVANTS AS PLEASE TO LEARN THEM. BUT THEY GIVE HIM THE TESTIMONY OF BEING A WISE MAN WHO IS FULLY ACQUAINTED WITH OUR LAWS, AND IS ABLE TO INTERPRET THEIR MEANING; ON WHICH ACCOUNT, AS THERE HAVE BEEN MANY WHO HAVE DONE THEIR ENDEAVORS WITH GREAT PATIENCE TO OBTAIN THIS LEARNING, THERE HAVE YET HARDLY BEEN SO MANY AS TWO OR THREE THAT HAVE SUCCEEDED THEREIN, WHO WERE IMMEDIATELY WELL REWARDED FOR THEIR PAINS. 
3. AND NOW IT WILL NOT BE PERHAPS AN INVIDIOUS THING, IF I TREAT BRIEFLY OF MY OWN FAMILY, AND OF THE ACTIONS OF MY OWN LIFE WHILE THERE ARE STILL LIVING SUCH AS CAN EITHER PROVE WHAT I SAY TO BE FALSE, OR CAN ATTEST THAT IT IS TRUE; WITH WHICH ACCOUNTS I SHALL PUT AN END TO THESE ANTIQUITIES, WHICH ARE CONTAINED IN TWENTY BOOKS, AND SIXTY THOUSAND VERSES. AND IF GOD PERMIT ME, I WILL BRIEFLY RUN OVER THIS WAR , AND TO ADD WHAT BEFELL THEM FURTHER TO THAT VERY DAY, THE 13TH OF DOMITIAN, OR A.D. 03, IS NOT, THAT I HAVE OBSERVED, TAKEN DISTINCT NOTICE OF BY ANY ONE; NOR DO WE EVER AGAIN, WITH WHAT BEFELL US THEREIN TO THIS VERY DAY, WHICH IS THE THIRTEENTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF CAESAR DOMITIAN, AND THE FIFTY-SIXTH YEAR OF MY OWN LIFE. I HAVE ALSO AN INTENTION TO WRITE THREE BOOKS CONCERNING OUR JEWISH OPINIONS ABOUT GOD AND HIS ESSENCE, AND ABOUT OUR LAWS; WHY, ACCORDING TO THEM, SOME THINGS ARE PERMITTED US TO DO, AND OTHERS ARE PROHIBITED. 
THE MAGUS BOOK 1: STUDY OF NATURAL MAGIC.
OF THE INFLUENCES OF THE STARS
IT HAS BEEN A SUBJECT OF ANCIENT DISPUTE WHETHER OR NOT THE STARS, AS SECOND CAUSES, DO SO RULE AND INFLUENCE MAN AS TO INGRAFT IN HIS NATURE CERTAIN PASSIONS, VIRTUES, PROPENSITIES, AND THIS TO TAKE ROOT IN HIM AT THE VERY CRITICAL MOMENT OF HIS BEING BORN INTO THIS VALE OF MISERY AND WRETCHEDNESS; LIKEWISE, IF THEIR SITE AND CONFIGURATION AT THIS TIME DO SHEW FORTH HIS FUTURE PASSIONS AND PURSUITS; AND BY THEIR REVOLUTIONS, TRANSITS, AND DIRECTED ASPECTS, THEY POINT OUT THE PARTICULAR ACCIDENTS OF THE BODY, MARRIAGE, SICKNESS, PREFERMENTS, AND SUCH LIKE; THE WHICH I HAVE OFTEN REVOLVED IN MY MIND FOR MANY YEARS PAST, HAVING BEEN AT ALL TIMES IN ALL PLACES A WARM ADVOCATE FOR STELLAR DIVINATION OR ASTROLOGY: THEREFORE IN THIS PLACE IT IS HIGHLY NECESSARY THAT WE EXAMINE HOW FAR THIS INFLUENCE EXTENDS TO MAN, SEEING THAT I FULLY ADMIT THAT MAN IS ENDOWED WITH A FREE-WILL FROM GOD, WHICH THE STARS CAN IN NO WISE COUNTERACT. AND AS THERE IS IN MAN THE POWER AND APPREHENSION OF ALL DIVINATION, AND WONDERFUL THINGS, SEEING THAT WE HAVE A COMPLETE SYSTEM IN OURSELVES, THEREFORE ARE WE CALLED THE MICROCOSM, OR LITTLE WORLD; FOR WE CARRY A HEAVEN IN OURSELVES FROM OUR BEGINNING, FOR GOD HATH SEALED IN US THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF HIMSELF; AND OF ALL CREATED BEINGS WE ARE THE EPITOME, THEREFORE WE MUST BE CAREFUL, LEST WE CONFOUND AND MIX ONE THING WITH ANOTHER. NEVERTHELESS, MAN, AS A PATTERN OF THE GREAT WORLD, SYMPATHIZES WITH IT ACCORDING TO THE STARS, WHICH, AGREEABLY TO THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, ARE SET FOR TIMES AND SEASONS, AND NOT AS CAUSES OF THIS OR THAT EVIL, WHICH MAY PERVADE KINGDOMS OR PRIVATE FAMILIES, ALTHOUGH THEY DO IN SOME MEASURE FORESHOW THEM, YET THEY ARE IN NO WISE THE CAUSE; THEREFORE I CONCEIVE IN A WIDE DIFFERENT SENSE TO WHAT IS GENERALLY UNDERSTOOD THAT "STARS RULE MEN, BUT A WISE MAN RULES THE STARS:" TO WHICH I ANSWER, THAT THE STARS DO NOT RULE MEN, ACCORDING TO THE VULGAR AND RECEIVED OPINION; AS IF THE STARS SHOULD STIR UP MEN TO MURDERS, SEDITIONS, BROILS, LUSTS, FORNICATIONS, ADULTERIES, DRUNKENNESS, WHICH THE COMMON ASTROLOGERS HOLD FORTH AS SOUND AND TRUE DOCTRINE; BECAUSE, THEY SAY, MARS AND SATURN, BEING CONJUNCT, DO THIS AND MUCH MORE, AND MANY OTHER CONFIGURATIONS AND AFFLICTIONS OF THE TWO GREAT INFORTUNES (AS THEY ARE TERMED), WHEN THE BENEVOLENT PLANETS JUPITER, VENUS, AND SOL, HAPPEN TO BE DETRIMENTED OR AFFLICTED; THEREFORE, THEN, THEY SAY MEN INFLUENCED BY THEM ARE MOST SURELY EXCITED TO THE COMMISSION OF THE VICES BEFORE NAMED; YET A WISE MAN MAY, BY THE LIBERTY OF HIS OWN FREE-WILL, MAKE THOSE AFFECTIONS AND INCLINATIONS VOID, AND THIS THEY CALL "TO RULE THE STARS;" BUT LET THEM KNOW, ACCORDING TO THE SENSE HERE UNDERSTOOD, FIRST, IT IS NOT IN A WISE MAN TO RESIST EVIL INCLINATIONS, BUT OF THE GRACE OF GOD, AND WE CALL NONE WISE BUT SUCH AS ARE ENDUED WITH GRACE; FOR, AS WE HAVE SAID BEFORE, ALL NATURAL WISDOM FROM THE HANDS OF MAN IS FOOLISHNESS IN THE [SEXLESS] SIGHT OF GOD; WHICH WAS NOT BEFORE UNDERSTOOD TO BE A WISE MAN FENCED WITH GRACE; FOR WHY SHOULD HE RULE THE STARS, WHO HAS NOT ANY OCCASION TO FEAR CONQUERED INCLINATIONS?--THEREFORE A NATURAL WISE MAN IS AS SUBJECT TO THE SLAVERY OF SIN AS OTHERS MORE IGNORANT THAN HIMSELF, YET THE STARS DO NOT INCLINE HIM TO SIN. GOD CREATED THE HEAVENS WITHOUT SPOT, AND PRONOUNCED THEM GOOD, THEREFORE IT IS THE GREATEST ABSURDITY TO SUPPOSE THE STARS, BY A CONTINUAL INCLINING OF US TO THIS OR THAT MISDEED, SHOULD BE OUR TEMPTERS, WHICH WE EVENTUALLY MAKE THEM, IF WE ADMIT THEY CAUSE INCLINATIONS; BUT KNOW THAT IT IS NOT FROM WITHOUT, BUT WITHIN, BY SIN, THAT EVIL INCLINATIONS DO ARISE: ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES, [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] "OUT OF THE HEART OF MAN PROCEED EVIL COGITATIONS, MURMURS, ADULTERIES, THEFTS, MURDERS." BECAUSE, AS THE HEAVENS AND APPREHENSION OF ALL CELESTIAL VIRTUES ARE SCALED BY GOD IN THE SOUL AND SPIRIT OF MAN; SO WHEN MAN BECOMES DEPRAVED BY SIN AND THE INDULGENCE OF HIS GROSS AND CARNAL APPETITE, HE THEN BECOMES THE SCAT OF THE INFERNAL POWERS, WHICH MAY BE JUSTLY DEEMED A HELL; FOR THEN THE BODILY AND FLESHLY SENSE OBSCURES THE BRIGHT PURITY AND THINNESS OF THE SPIRIT, AND HE BECOMES THE INSTRUMENT OF OUR SPIRITUAL ENEMY IN THE EXERCISE OF ALL INFERNAL LUSTS AND [SEXUAL] PASSIONS. THEREFORE IT IS MOST NECESSARY FOR US TO KNOW THAT WE ARE TO BEWARE OF GRANTING OR BELIEVING ANY EFFECTS FROM THE INFLUENCES OF THE STARS MORE THAN THEY HAVE NATURALLY; BECAUSE THERE ARE MANY WHOM I HAVE LATELY CONVERSED WITH, AND GREAT MEN, TOO, IN THIS NATION, WHO READILY AFFIRM THAT THE STARS ARE THE CAUSES OF ANY KINDS OF DISEASES, INCLINATIONS, AND FORTUNES; LIKEWISE THAT THEY BLAME THE STARS FOR ALL THEIR MISCONDUCT AND MISFORTUNES. NEVERTHELESS, WE DO NOT BY THESE DISCOURSES PROHIBIT OR DENY ALL INFLUENCE TO THE STARS; ON THE CONTRARY, WE AFFIRM THERE IS A NATURAL SYMPATHY AND ANTIPATHY AMONGST ALL THINGS THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE UNIVERSE, AND THIS WE SHALL SHEW TO BE DISPLAYED THROUGH A VARIETY OF EFFECTS; AND LIKEWISE THAT THE STARS, AS SIGNS, DO FORESHOW GREAT MUTATIONS, REVOLUTIONS, DEATHS OF GREAT MEN, GOVERNORS OF PROVINCES, KINGS, AND EMPERORS; LIKEWISE THE WEATHER, TEMPESTS, EARTHQUAKES, DELUGES AND THIS ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF PROVIDENCE. THE LOTS OF ALL MEN DO STAND IN THE [TERRIBLE] HANDS OF THE LORD, FOR HE IS THE END AND BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS; HE CAN REMOVE CROWNS AND SCEPTERS, AND DISPLACE THE MOST CAUTIOUS ARRANGEMENTS AND COUNCILS OF MAN, WHO, WHEN HE THINKS HIMSELF MOST SECURE, TUMBLES HEADLONG FROM THE SEAT OF POWER, AND LIES GROVELING IN THE DUST. THEREFORE OUR ASTROLOGERS IN MOST OF THEIR SPECULATIONS SEEK WITHOUT A LIGHT, FOR THEY CONCEIVE EVERY THING MAY BE KNOWN OR READ IN THE STARS; IF AN ODD SILVER SPOON IS BUT LOST, THE INNOCENT STARS ARE OBLIGED TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF IT; IF AN OLD MAIDEN LOSES A FAVORITE PUPPY, AWAY SHE GOES TO AN ORACLE OF DIVINATION FOR INFORMATION OF THE WHELP. OH! VILE CREDULITY, TO THINK THAT THOSE CELESTIAL BODIES TAKE COGNIZANCE OF, AND GIVE IN THEIR CONFIGURATIONS AND ASPECTS, CONTINUAL INFORMATION OF THE LOWEST AND VILEST TRANSACTIONS OF DOTARDS, THE MOST TRIVIAL AND FRIVOLOUS QUESTIONS THAT ARE PRETENDED TO BE RESOLVED BY AN INSPECTION INTO THE FIGURE OF THE HEAVENS. WELL DOES OUR LEGISLATURE JUSTLY CONDEMN [DAMN] AS JUGGLING IMPOSTORS ALL THOSE IDLE VAGABONDS WHO INFEST VARIOUS PARTS OF THIS METROPOLIS, AND IMPOSE UPON THE SIMPLE AND UNSUSPECTING, BY ANSWERING, FOR A SHILLING OR HALF-CROWN FEE, WHATEVER THING OR CIRCUMSTANCE MAY BE PROPOSED TO THEM, AS IF THEY WERE GOD'S VICEGERENTS ON EARTH, AND HIS DEPUTED PRIVY COUNSELLORS. THEY DO NOT EVEN SCRUPLE EVER TO PERSUADE POOR MORTALS OF THE LOWER CLASS, THAT THEY SHEW IMAGES IN GLASSES, AS IF THEY ACTUALLY CONFEDERATED WITH EVIL SPIRITS: A NOTABLE INSTANCE I WILL HERE RECITE, THAT HAPPENED VERY LATELY IN THIS CITY. TWO PENURIOUS FRENCHMEN, TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE CREDULITY OF THE COMMON PEOPLE, WHO ARE CONTINUALLY GAPING AFTER SUCH TOYS, HAD SO CONTRIVED A TELESCOPE OR OPTIC GLASS AS THAT VARIOUS LETTERS AND FIGURES SHOULD BE REFLECTED IN AN OBSCURE MANNER, SHEWING THE IMAGES OF MEN AND WOMEN, SO THAT WHEN ANY ONE CAME TO CONSULT THESE JUGGLERS, AFTER PAYING THE USUAL FEE, THEY, ACCORDING TO THE URGENCY OF THE QUERY, PRODUCED ANSWERS BY THOSE FIGURES OR LETTERS; THE WHICH AFFRIGHTS THE INSPECTOR INTO THE GLASS SO MUCH, THAT HE OR SHE SUPPOSES THEY HAVE GOT SOME DEVILISH THING OR OTHER IN HAND, BY WHICH THEY REMAIN UNDER THE FULL CONVICTION OF HAVING ACTUALLY BEHELD THE PARTIES THEY WISHED TO SEE, THOUGH PERHAPS THEY MAY AT THE SAME TIME BE RESIDING MANY HUNDREDS OF MILES DISTANCE THEREFROM; THEY, HAVING RECEIVED THIS IMPRESSION FROM A PRE-CONCEIVED IDEA OF SEEING THE IMAGE OF THEIR FRIEND IN THIS OPTICAL MACHINE, GO AWAY, AND ANON REPORT, WITH AN ADDITION OF TEN HUNDRED LIES, THAT THEY HAVE BEEN WITNESS OF A MIRACLE. I SAY THIS KIND OF DECEPTION IS ONLY TO BE ACTED WITH THE VULGAR, WHO, RATHER THAN HAVE THEIR IMAGINATIONS BALKED, WOULD SWALLOW THE MOST ABOMINABLE LIES AND CONCEITS. FOR INSTANCE, WHO WOULD SUPPOSE THAT ANY RATIONAL BEING COULD BE PERSUADED THAT A FELLOW-CREATURE OF PROPER SIZE AND STATURE SHOULD BE ABLE BY ANY MEANS TO THRUST HIS BODY INTO A QUART BOTTLE? THE WHICH THING WAS ADVERTISED TO THE PUBLIC BY A MERRY KNAVE (NOT THINKING THERE WERE SUCH FOOLS IN EXISTENCE), TO BE DONE BY HIM IN A PUBLIC THEATRE. UPWARDS OF 600 PERSONS WERE ASSEMBLED TO BEHOLD THE TRANSACTION, NEVER DOUBTING BUT THE FELLOW MEANT TO KEEP HIS WORD, WHEN TO THE GREAT MORTIFICATION AND DISGRACE OF THIS LONG-HEADED AUDIENCE, THE CONJUROR CAME FORTH AMIDST A GENERAL STIR AND BUZ OF "AY, NOW! SEE! NOW! SEE! HE IS JUST GOING TO JUMP IN."--"INDEED," SAYS THE CONJUROR, "LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I AM NOT; FOR IF YOU WERE SUCH FOOLS AS TO BELIEVE SUCH AN ABSURDITY, I AM NOT WISE ENOUGH TO DO IT:"--THEREFORE, MAKING HIS BOW, HE DISAPPEARED, TO THE GREAT DISCOMFORT OF THESE WISE-HEADS, WHO STRAIGHTWAY WITHDREW IN THE BEST MANNER THEY COULD. AS FOR THE TELESCOPE MAGICIANS, THEY WERE TAKEN INTO CUSTODY BY THE GENTLEMEN OF THE POLICE OFFICE, IN BOW STREET; NOR WOULD THEIR FAMILIAR DO THEM THE KINDNESS TO ATTEMPT THEIR RESCUE. BUT TO HAVE DONE WITH THESE THINGS THAT ARE UNWORTHY OUR NOTICE AS PHILOSOPHERS, AND TO PROCEED TO MATTERS OF A HIGHER NATURE: IT IS TO BE NOTED WHAT WE HAVE BEFORE SAID, IN RESPECT OF THE INFLUENCES OF THE STARS, THAT PTOLEMY, IN HIS QUADRIPARTITE, IN SPEAKING OF GENERALS, COMES PRETTY NEAR OUR IDEAS ON THE SUBJECT OF PLANETARY INFLUENCE, OF WHICH WE DID NOT AT ANY TIME DOUBT, BUT DO NOT ADMIT (NAY, IT IS NOT NECESSARY, SEEING THERE IS AN ASTROLOGY IN NATURE), THAT EACH ACTION OF OUR LIFE, OUR AFFLICTIONS, FORTUNES, ACCIDENTS, ARE DEDUCIBLE TO THE INFLUENTIAL EFFECTS OF THE PLANETS: THEY PROCEED FROM OURSELVES; BUT I ADMIT THAT OUR THOUGHTS, ACTIONS, COGITATIONS, SYMPATHIZE WITH THE STARS UPON THE PRINCIPLE OF GENERAL SYMPATHY. AGAIN, THERE IS A MUCH STRONGER SYMPATHY BETWEEN PERSONS OF LIKE CONSTITUTION AND TEMPERAMENT, FOR EACH MORTAL CREATURE POSSESSES A SUN AND SYSTEM WITHIN HIMSELF; THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO UNIVERSAL SYMPATHY, WE ARE AFFECTED BY THE GENERAL INFLUENCE OR UNIVERSAL SPIRIT OF THE WORLD, AS THE VITAL PRINCIPLE THROUGHOUT THE UNIVERSE: THEREFORE WE ARE NOT TO LOOK INTO THE CONFIGURATIONS OF THE STARS FOR THE CAUSE OR INCITEMENT OF MEN'S BESTIAL INCLINATIONS, FOR BRUTES HAVE THEIR SPECIFICALLY INCLINATIONS FROM THE PROPAGATION OF THEIR PRINCIPLE BY SEED, NOT BY THE SIGN OF THE HOROSCOPE; THEREFORE AS MAN IS OFTENTIMES CAPABLE OF THE ACTIONS AND EXCESSES OF BRUTES, THEY CANNOT HAPPEN TO A MAN NATURALLY FROM ANY OTHER SOURCE THAN THE SEMINAL BEING INFUSED IN HIS COMPOSITION; FOR SEEING LIKEWISE THAT THE SOUL IS IMMORTAL, AND ENDUED WITH FREE-WILL, WHICH ACTS UPON THE BODY, THE SOUL CANNOT BE INCLINED BY ANY CONFIGURATION OF THE STARS EITHER TO GOOD OR EVIL; BUT FROM ITS OWN IMMORTAL POWER OF WILLINGLY BEING SEDUCED BY SIN, IT PROMPTS TO EVIL; BUT ENLIGHTENED BY GOD, IT SPRINGS TO GOOD, ON EITHER PRINCIPLE, ACCORDING TO ITS TENDENCY, THE SOUL FEEDS WHILE IN THIS FRAIL BODY; BUT WHAT FURTHER CONCERNS THE SOUL OF MAN IN THIS, AND AFTER THIS, WE SHALL FULLY INVESTIGATE THE NATURAL MAGIC OF THE SOUL, IN WHICH WE HAVE FULLY TREATED EVERY POINT OF ENQUIRY THAT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED TO US BY OUR OWN IMAGINATION, AND BY SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTS HAVE PROVED ITS DIVINE VIRTUE ORIGINALLY SCALED THEREIN BY THE AUTHOR OF ITS BEING. SUFFICIENT IT IS TO RETURN TO OUR SUBJECT RELATIVE TO ASTROLOGY, ESPECIALLY TO KNOW WHAT PART OF IT IS NECESSARY FOR OUR USE, OF WHICH WE WILL SELECT THAT WHICH IS PURE AND TO OUR PURPOSE, FOR THE UNDERSTANDING AND EFFECTING OF VARIOUS EXPERIMENTS IN THE COURSE OF OUR WORKS, LEAVING THE TEDIOUS CALCULATION OF NATIVITIES, THE NEVER-CEASING CONTROVERSIES AND CAVILLATIONS OF ITS PROFESSORS, THE DISSENSIONS WHICH ARISE FROM THE VARIOUS MODES OF PRACTICE; ALL WHICH WE LEAVE TO THE FIGURE-CASTING PLODDER, TELLING HIM, BY-THE-BY, THAT WHATEVER HE THINKS HE CAN FORESHOW BY INSPECTING THE HOROSCOPE OF A NATIVITY, BY LONG, TEDIOUS, AND NIGHT-WEARIED STUDIES AND CONTEMPLATIONS; I SAY, WHATEVER HE CAN SHEW RESPECTING PERSONAL OR NATIONAL MUTATIONS, CHANGES, ACCIDENTS, ALL THIS WE KNOW BY A MUCH EASIER AND READIER METHOD; AND CAN MORE COMPREHENSIVELY, CLEARLY, AND INTELLIGIBLY, SHEW AND POINT OUT, TO THE VERY LETTER, BY OUR CABAL, WHICH WE KNOW TO BE TRUE, WITHOUT DEVIATION, JUGGLING, FALLACY, OR COLLUSION, OR ANY KIND OF DECEIT OR IMPOSTURE WHATSOEVER; WHICH CABAL OR SPIRITUAL ASTROLOGY WE DRAW FROM THE FOUNTAIN OF KNOWLEDGE, IN ALL SIMPLICITY, HUMILITY, AND TRUTH; AND WE BOAST NOT OF OURSELVES, BUT OF HIM WHO TEACHES US THROUGH HIS DIVINE MERCY, BY THE LIGHT OF WHOSE FAVOR WE SEE INTO THINGS SPIRITUAL AND DIVINE: IN THE POSSESSION OF WHICH WE ARE SECURE AMIDST THE SEVEREST STORMS OF HATRED, MALICE, PRIDE, ENVY, HYPOCRISY, LEVITY, BONDS, POVERTY, IMPRISONMENT, OR ANY OTHER OUTWARD CIRCUMSTANCE; WE SHOULD STILL BE RICH, WANT NOTHING, BE FED WITH DELICIOUS MEATS, AND ENJOY PLENTIFULLY ALL GOOD THINGS NECESSARY FOR OUR SUPPORT: ALL THIS WE DO NOT VAINLY BOAST OF, AS FIGURATIVE, IDEAL, OR CHIMERICAL; BUT REAL, SOLID, AND EVERLASTING, IN THE WHICH WE EXULT AND DELIGHT, AND PRAISE HIS NAME FOREVER AND EVER: AMEN. ALL WHICH WE PUBLICLY DECLARE TO THE WORLD FOR THE HONOR OF OUR GOD, BEING AT ALL TIMES READY TO DO EVERY KINDNESS WE CAN TO OUR POOR NEIGHBOR, AND, AS FAR AS IN US LIES, TO COMFORT HIM, SICK OR AFFLICTED; IN DOING WHICH WE ASK NO REWARD: IT IS SUFFICIENT TO US THAT WE CAN DO IT, AND THAT WE MAY BE ACCEPTABLE TO HIM WHO SAYS--"I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD; TO WHOM WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24], BE ASCRIBED ALL POWER, MIGHT, MAJESTY, AND DOMINION: AMEN."
TO THE FAITHFUL AND DISCREET STUDENT OF WISDOM
GREETING: TAKE OUR INSTRUCTIONS; IN ALL THINGS ASK COUNSEL OF GOD, AND HE WILL GIVE IT; OFFER UP THE FOLLOWING PRAYER DAILY FOR THE ILLUMINATION OF THY UNDERSTANDING: DEPEND FOR ALL THINGS ON GOD, THE FIRST CAUSE; WITH WHOM, BY WHOM, AND IN WHOM, ARE ALL THINGS: SEE THY FIRST CARE BE TO KNOW THYSELF; AND THEN IN HUMILITY DIRECT THY PRAYER AS FOLLOWS.
A PRAYER OR ORATION TO GOD
ALMIGHTY AND MOST MERCIFUL GOD, WE THY SERVANTS APPROACH WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING BEFORE THEE, AND IN ALL HUMILITY DO MOST HEARTILY BESEECH THEE TO PARDON OUR MANIFOLD AND BLIND TRANSGRESSIONS, BY US COMMITTED AT ANY TIME; AND GRANT, O, MOST MERCIFUL FATHER [STEPHEN], FOR HIS SAKE [BARABBAS] WHO DIED UPON THE CROSS, THAT OUR MINDS MAY BE ENLIGHTENED WITH THE DIVINE RADIANCE OF THY HOLY WISDOM; FOR SEEING, O, LORD OF MIGHT, POWER, MAJESTY, AND DOMINION, THAT, BY REASON OF OUR GROSS AND MATERIAL BODIES, WE ARE SCARCE APT TO RECEIVE THOSE SPIRITUAL INSTRUCTIONS THAT WE SO EARNESTLY AND HEARTILY DESIRE. OPEN, O, BLESSED SPIRIT, THE SPIRITUAL EYE OF OUR SOUL, THAT WE MAY BE RELEASED FROM THIS DARKNESS OVERSPREADING US BY THE [SEXUAL] DELUSIONS OF THE OUTWARD SENSES, AND MAY PERCEIVE AND UNDERSTAND THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE SPIRITUAL. WE PRAY THEE, OH, LORD, ABOVE ALL TO STRENGTHEN OUR SOULS AND BODIES AGAINST OUR SPIRITUAL ENEMIES, BY THE BLOOD AND RIGHTEOUSNESS OF OUR BLESSED REDEEMER, THY SON, JESUS CHRIST; AND THROUGH HIM, AND IN HIS NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WE BESEECH THEE TO ILLUMINATE THE FACULTIES OF OUR SOULS, SO THAT WE MAY CLEARLY AND COMPREHENSIVELY HEAR WITH OUR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH OUR HEARTS; AND REMOVE FAR FROM US ALL HYPOCRISY, DECEITFUL DEALING, PROFANENESS, INCONSTANCY, AND LEVITY; SO THAT WE MAY, IN WORD AND ACT, BECOME THY FAITHFUL SERVANTS, AND STAND FIRM AND UNSHAKEN AGAINST ALL THE ATTACKS OF OUR BODILY ENEMIES, AND LIKEWISE BE PROOF AGAINST ALL ILLUSIONS OF EVIL SPIRITS, WITH WHOM WE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE NO COMMUNICATION OR INTEREST; BUT THAT WE MAY BE INSTRUCTED IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS, NATURAL AND CELESTIAL: AND AS IT PLEASED THEE TO BESTOW ON SOLOMON ALL WISDOM, BOTH HUMAN AND DIVINE; IN THE DESIRE OF WHICH KNOWLEDGE HE DID SO PLEASE THY DIVINE MAJESTY, THAT IN A DREAM, OF ONE NIGHT, THOU DIDST INSPIRE HIM WITH ALL WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE, WHICH HE DID WISELY PREFER BEFORE THE RICHES OF THIS LIFE; SO MAY OUR DESIRE AND PRAYER BE GRACIOUSLY ACCEPTED BY THEE; SO THAT, BY A FIRM DEPENDENCE ON THY WORD, WE MAY NOT BE LED AWAY BY THE VAIN AND RIDICULOUS PURSUITS OF WORLDLY PLEASURES AND DELIGHTS, THEY NOT BEING DURABLE, NOR OF ANY ACCOUNT TO OUR IMMORTAL HAPPINESS. GRANT US, LORD, POWER AND STRENGTH OF INTELLECT TO CARRY ON THIS WORK, FOR THE HONOR AND GLORY OF THY HOLY NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND TO THE COMFORT OF OUR NEIGHBOR AND WITHOUT DESIGN OF HURT OR DETRIMENT TO ANY, WE MAY PROCEED IN OUR LABORS, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, OUR REDEEMER: AMEN.
OF NATURAL MAGIC IN GENERAL.
BEFORE WE PROCEED TO PARTICULARS, IT WILL NOT BE AMIS TO SPEAK OF GENERALS; THEREFORE, AS AN ELUCIDATION, WE SHALL BRIEFLY SHOW WHAT SCIENCES WE COMPREHEND UNDER THE TITLE OF NATURAL MAGIC; AND TO HASTEN TO THE POINT, WE SHALL REGULARLY PROCEED FROM THEORY TO PRACTICE; THEREFORE, NATURAL MAGIC UNDOUBTEDLY COMPREHENDS A KNOWLEDGE OF ALL NATURE, WHICH WE BY NO MEANS CAN ARRIVE AT BUT BY SEARCHING DEEPLY INTO HER TREASURY, WHICH IS INEXHAUSTIBLE; WE THEREFORE BY LONG STUDY, LABOR, AND PRACTICE, HAVE FOUND OUT MANY VALUABLE SECRETS AND EXPERIMENTS, WHICH ARE EITHER UNKNOWN, OR ARE BURIED IN THE IGNORANT KNOWLEDGE OF THE PRESENT AGE. THE WISE ANCIENTS KNEW THAT IN NATURE THE GREATEST SECRETS LAY HID, AND WONDERFUL ACTIVE POWERS WERE DORMANT, UNLESS EXCITED BY THE VIGOROUS FACULTY OF THE MIND OF MAN; BUT AS, IN THESE LATTER DAYS, MEN HAVE THEMSELVES ALMOST WHOLLY UP TO VICE AND LUXURY, SO THEIR UNDERSTANDINGS HAVE BECOME MORE AND MORE DEPRAVED; 'TILL, BEING SWALLOWED UP IN THE GROSS SENSES, THEY BECOME TOTALLY UNFIT FOR DIVINE CONTEMPLATIONS AND DEEP SPECULATIONS IN NATURE; THEIR INTELLECTUAL FACULTY BEING DROWNED IN OBSCURITY AND DULLNESS, BY REASON OF THEIR SLOTH, INTEMPERANCE, OR SENSUAL [SEXUAL] APPETITES. THE FOLLOWERS OF PYTHAGORAS ENJOINED SILENCE, AND FORBADE THE EATING OF THE FLESH OF ANIMALS; THE FIRST, BECAUSE THEY WERE CAUTIOUS, AND AWARE OF THE VANITY OF VAIN BABBLING AND FRUITLESS CAVILLATIONS: THEY STUDIED THE POWER OF NUMBERS TO THE HIGHEST EXTENT; THEY FORBADE THE EATING OF FLESH NOT SO MUCH ON THE SCORE OF TRANSMIGRATION, AS TO KEEP THE BODY IN A HEALTHFUL AND TEMPERATE STATE, FREE FROM GROSS HUMORS; BY THESE MEANS THEY QUALIFIED THEMSELVES FOR SPIRITUAL MATTERS, AND ATTAINED UNTO GREAT AND EXCELLENT MYSTERIES, AND CONTINUED IN THE EXERCISE OF CHARITABLE ARTS, AND THE PRACTICE OF ALL MORAL VIRTUES: YET, SEEING THEY WERE HEATHENS, THEY ATTAINED NOT UNTO THE HIGH AND INSPIRED LIGHTS OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE THAT WERE BESTOWED ON THE APOSTLES, AND OTHERS, AFTER THE COMING OF CHRIST; BUT THEY MORTIFIED THEIR LUSTS, LIVED TEMPERATELY, CHASTE, HONEST, AND VIRTUOUS; WHICH GOVERNMENT IS SO CONTRARY TO THE PRACTICE OF MODERN CHRISTIANS, THAT THEY LIVE AS IF THE BLESSED WORD HAD COME UPON THE EARTH TO GRANT THEM PRIVILEGE TO SIN. HOWEVER, WE WILL LEAVE PYTHAGORAS AND HIS FOLLOWERS, TO HASTEN TO OUR OWN WORK; WHEREOF WE WILL FIRST EXPLAIN THE FOUNDATION OF NATURAL MAGIC, IN AS CLEAR AND INTELLIGIBLE A MANNER AS THE SAME CAN BE DONE.
THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF NATURAL MAGIC.
BOOK THE FIRST. CHAP. I. NATURAL MAGIC DEFINED--OF MAN--HIS CREATION--DIVINE IMAGE--AND OF THE SPIRITUAL AND MAGICAL VIRTUE OF THE SOUL.
NATURAL MAGIC IS, AS WE HAVE SAID, A COMPREHENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF ALL NATURE, BY WHICH WE SEARCH OUT HER SECRET AND OCCULT OPERATIONS THROUGHOUT HER VAST AND SPACIOUS ELABORATORY; WHEREBY WE COME TO A KNOWLEDGE OF THE COMPONENT PARTS, QUALITIES, VIRTUES, AND SECRETS OF METALS, STONES, PLANTS, AND ANIMALS; BUT SEEING, IN THE REGULAR ORDER OF THE CREATION, MAN WAS THE WORK OF THE SIXTH DAY, EVERY THING BEING PREPARED FOR HIS VICEREGENCY HERE ON EARTH, AND THAT IT PLEASED THE OMNIPOTENT GOD, AFTER HE HAD FORMED THE GREAT WORLD, OR MACROCOSM, AND PRONOUNCED IT GOOD, SO HE CREATED MAN THE EXPRESS [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF HIMSELF; AND IN MAN, LIKEWISE, AN EXACT MODEL OF THE GREAT WORLD. WE SHALL DESCRIBE THE WONDERFUL PROPERTIES OF MAN, IN WHICH WE MAY TRACE IN MINIATURE THE EXACT RESEMBLANCE OR COPY OF THE UNIVERSE; BY WHICH MEANS WE SHALL COME TO THE MORE EASY UNDERSTANDING OF WHATEVER WE MAY HAVE TO DECLARE CONCERNING THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE INFERIOR NATURE, SUCH AS ANIMALS, PLANTS, METALS, AND STONES; FOR, BY OUR FIRST DECLARING THE OCCULT QUALITIES AND PROPERTIES THAT ARE HID IN THE LITTLE WORLD, IT WILL SERVE AS A KEY TO THE OPENING OF ALL THE TREASURES AND SECRETS OF THE MACROCOSM, OR GREAT WORLD: THEREFORE, WE SHALL HASTEN TO SPEAK OF THE CREATION OF MAN, AND HIS DIVINE [SEXLESS] IMAGE; LIKEWISE OF HIS FALL, IN CONSEQUENCE OF HIS DISOBEDIENCE; BY WHICH ALL THE TRAIN OF EVILS, PLAGUES, DISEASES, AND MISERIES, WERE ENTAILED UPON HIS POSTERITY, THROUGH THE [RIGHTEOUS] CURSE OF OUR CREATOR, BUT DEPRECATED BY THE MEDIATION OF OUR BLESSED LORD, CHRIST.
THE CREATION, DISOBEDIENCE, AND FALL OF MAN.
ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH WE TAKE IN ALL THINGS FOR OUR GUIDE, IN THE 1ST CHAPTER OF GENESIS, AND THE 26TH VERSE, IT IS SAID--"GOD SAID, LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR IMAGE, AFTER OUR LIKENESS; AND LET THEM HAVE DOMINION OVER THE FISH OF THE SEA, AND OVER THE FOWL OF THE AIR, AND OVER THE CATTLE, AND OVER ALL THE EARTH, AND OVER EVERY CREEPING THING THAT CREEPS UPON THE EARTH." HERE IS THE ORIGIN AND BEGINNING OF OUR FRAIL HUMAN NATURE; HENCE EVERY SOUL WAS CREATED BY THE VERY LIGHT ITSELF, AND FOUNTAIN OF LIFE, AFTER HIS OWN EXPRESS [SEXLESS] IMAGE, LIKEWISE IMMORTAL, IN A BEAUTIFUL AND WELL-FORMED BODY, ENDUED WITH A MOST EXCELLENT MIND, AND DOMINION OR UNLIMITED MONARCHY OVER ALL NATURE, EVERY THING BEING SUBJECTED TO HIS RULE, OR COMMAND; ONE CREATURE ONLY BEING EXCEPTED, WHICH WAS TO REMAIN UNTOUCHED AND CONSECRATED, AS IT WERE, TO THE DIVINE MANDATE: "OF EVERY TREE OF THE GARDEN THOU MAYEST FREELY EAT; BUT OF THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, THOU SHALT NOT EAT OF IT; FOR IN THE DAY THAT THOU EAT OF IT, THOU SHALT SURELY DIE." GEN. II. VER. 16. THEREFORE ADAM WAS FORMED BY THE FINGER OF GOD, WHICH IS THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]; WHOSE FIGURE OR OUTWARD FORM WAS BEAUTIFUL AND PROPORTIONATE AS AN ANGEL; IN WHOSE VOICE (BEFORE HE SINNED) EVERY SOUND WAS THE SWEETNESS OF HARMONY AND MUSIC: HAD HE REMAINED IN THE STATE OF INNOCENCY IN WHICH HE WAS FORMED, THE WEAKNESS OF MORTAL MAN, IN HIS DEPRAVED STATE, WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO BEAR THE VIRTUE AND CELESTIAL SHRILLNESS OF HIS VOICE. BUT WHEN THE DECEIVER FOUND THAT MAN, FROM THE INSPIRATION OF GOD, HAD BEGAN TO SING SO SHRILLY, AND TO REPEAT THE CELESTIAL HARMONY OF THE HEAVENLY COUNTRY, HE COUNTERFEITED THE ENGINES OF CRAFT: SEEING HIS WRATH AGAINST HIM WAS IN VAIN, HE WAS MUCH TORMENTED THEREBY, AND BEGAN TO THINK HOW HE MIGHT ENTANGLE HIM INTO DISOBEDIENCE OF THE [SEXLESS] COMMAND OF HIS CREATOR, WHEREBY HE MIGHT, AS IT WERE, LAUGH HIM TO SCORN, IN DERISION OF HIS NEW CREATURE, MAN. VAN HELMONT, IN HIS ORIATRIKE, CHAP. XCII., SPEAKING OF THE ENTRANCE OF DEATH INTO HUMAN NATURE, FINELY TOUCHES THE SUBJECT OF THE CREATION, AND MAN'S DISOBEDIENCE: INDEED, HIS IDEAS SO PERFECTLY COINCIDE WITH MY OWN, THAT I HAVE THOUGHT FIT HERE TO TRANSCRIBE HIS PHILOSOPHY, WHICH SO CLEARLY EXPLAINS THE TEXT OF SCRIPTURE, WITH SO MUCH OF THE LIGHT OF TRUTH ON HIS SIDE, THAT IT CARRIES ALONG WITH IT THE SUREST AND MOST POSITIVE CONVICTION. "MAN BEING ESSENTIALLY CREATED AFTER THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD, AFTER THAT, HE RASHLY PRESUMED TO GENERATE THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD OUT OF HIMSELF; NOT, INDEED, BY A CERTAIN MONSTER, BUT BY SOMETHING WHICH WAS SHADOWY LIKE HIMSELF. WITH THE RAVISHMENT OF EVE, HE, INDEED, GENERATED NOT THE IMAGE GOD LIKE UNTO THAT WHICH GOD WOULD HAVE INIMITABLE, AS BEING DIVINE; BUT IN THE VITAL AIR OF THE SEED HE GENERATED DISPOSITIONS; CAREFUL AT SOME TIME TO RECEIVE A SENSITIVE, DISCURSIVE, AND MOTIVE SOUL FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF LIGHT, YET MORTAL, AND TO PERISH; YET, NEVERTHELESS, HE ORDINARILY INSPIRES, AND OF HIS OWN GOODNESS, THE SUBSTANTIAL SPIRIT OF A MIND SHOWING FORTH HIS OWN [SEXLESS] IMAGE: SO THAT MAN, IN THIS RESPECT, ENDEAVORED TO GENERATE HIS OWN IMAGE; NOT AFTER THE MANNER OF BRUTE BEASTS, BUT BY THE COPULATION OF SEEDS, WHICH AT LENGTH SHOULD OBTAIN, BY REQUEST, A SOULIFIED LIGHT FROM THE CREATOR; AND THE WHICH THEY CALL A SENSITIVE SOUL. "FOR, FROM THENCE HATH PROCEEDED ANOTHER GENERATION, CONCEIVED AFTER A BEAST-LIKE MANNER, MORTAL, AND UNCAPABLE OF ETERNAL LIFE, AFTER THE MANNER OF BEASTS; AND BRINGING FORTH WITH PAINS, AND SUBJECT TO DISEASES, AND DEATH; AND SO MUCH THE MORE SORROWFUL, AND FULL OF MISERY, BY HOW MUCH THAT VERY PROPAGATION IN OUR FIRST PARENTS DARED TO INVERT THE [SEXLESS] INTENT OF GOD. "THEREFORE, THE UNUTTERABLE GOODNESS FOREWARNED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD NOT TASTE OF THAT TREE; AND OTHERWISE HE FORETOLD, THAT THE SAME DAY THEY SHOULD DIE THE DEATH, AND SHOULD FEEL ALL THE ROOT OF CALAMITIES WHICH ACCOMPANIES DEATH." DESERVEDLY, THEREFORE, HATH THE LORD DEPRIVED BOTH OUR PARENTS OF THE BENEFIT OF IMMORTALITY; NAMELY, DEATH SUCCEEDED FROM A CONJUGAL AND BRUTAL COPULATION; NEITHER REMAINED THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WITH MAN, AFTER THAT HE BEGAN TO BE [SEXUAL] FLESH. FURTHER; BECAUSE THAT [TEMPTING] DEFILEMENT OF EVE SHALL THENCEFORTH BE CONTINUED IN THE PROPAGATION OF POSTERITY, EVEN UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD, FROM HENCE THE SIN OF THE DESPISED FATHERLY ADMONITION, AND NATURAL DEVIATION FROM THE RIGHT WAY, IS NOW AMONG OTHER SINS FOR AN IMPURITY, FROM AN INVERTED, CARNAL, AND WELL NIGH BRUTISH GENERATION, AND IS TRULY CALLED ORIGINAL SIN; THAT IS, MAN BEING SOWED IN THE [SEXUAL] PLEASURE OF THE CONCUPISCENCE OF THE FLESH, SHALL THEREFORE ALWAYS REAP A NECESSARY DEATH IN THE [SEXUAL] FLESH OF SIN; BUT, THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, WHICH GOD PLACED IN THE DISSUADED APPLE, DID CONTAIN IN IT A SEMINARY VIRTUE OF THE CONCUPISCENCE OF THE FLESH, THAT IS, AN OCCULT FORBIDDEN CONJUNCTION, DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSITE TO THE STATE OF INNOCENCE, WHICH STATE WAS NOT A STATE OF STUPIDITY; BECAUSE HE WAS HE UNTO WHOM, BEFORE THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF NATURE, THE ESSENCES OF ALL LIVING CREATURES WHATSOEVER WERE MADE KNOWN, ACCORDING TO WHICH THEY WERE TO BE NAMED FROM THEIR PROPERTY, AND AT THEIR FIRST SIGHT TO BE ESSENTIALLY DISTINGUISHED: MAN, THEREFORE, THROUGH EATING OF THE APPLE, ATTAINED A KNOWLEDGE THAT HE HAD LOST HIS RADICAL INNOCENCY; FOR, NEITHER BEFORE THE EATING OF THE APPLE WAS HE SO DULL OR STUPIFIED THAT HE KNEW NOT, OR DID NOT PERCEIVE HIMSELF NAKED; BUT, WITH THE EFFECT OF SHAME AND BRUTAL CONCUPISCENCE, HE THEN FIRST DECLARED HE WAS NAKED. FOR THAT THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL SIGNIFIES NOTHING BUT THE CONCUPISCENCE OF THE FLESH, THE APOSTLE TESTIFIES; CALLING IT THE LAW, AND [SEXUAL] DESIRE OF SIN. FOR IT PLEASED THE LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH TO INSERT IN THE APPLE AN INCENTIVE TO CONCUPISCENCE; BY WHICH HE WAS ABLE SAFELY TO ABSTAIN, BY NOT EATING OF THE APPLE, THEREFORE DISSUADED THEREFROM; FOR OTHERWISE HE HAD NEVER AT ANY TIME BEEN TEMPTED, OR STIRRED UP BY HIS GENITAL MEMBERS. THEREFORE THE APPLE BEING EATEN, MAN, FROM AN OCCULT AND NATURAL PROPERTY INGRAFTED IN THE FRUIT, CONCEIVED A [SEXUAL] LUST, AND SIN BECAME LUXURIOUS TO HIM, AND FROM THENCE WAS MADE AN ANIMAL SEED [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], WHICH, HASTENING INTO THE PREVIOUS OR FOREGOING DISPOSITIONS OF A SENSITIVE SOUL, AND UNDERGOING THE LAW OF OTHER CAUSES, REFLECTED ITSELF INTO THE VITAL SPIRIT OF ADAM; AND, LIKE AN IGNIS-FATUUS, PRESENTLY RECEIVING AN ARCHEUS OR RULING SPIRIT, AND ANIMAL IDEA, IT PRESENTLY CONCEIVED A POWER OF PROPAGATING AN ANIMAL AND MORTAL SEED, ENDING INTO LIFE. FURTHERMORE, THE SACRED TEXT HATH IN MANY PLACES COMPELLED ME UNTO A PERFECT POSITION, IT MAKING EVE AN HELPER LIKE UNTO ADAM; NOT, INDEED, THAT SHE SHOULD SUPPLY THE NAME, AND ROOM OF A WIFE, EVEN AS SHE IS CALLED, STRAIGHTWAY AFTER SIN, FOR SHE WAS A VIRGIN IN THE [SEXLESS] INTENT OF THE CREATOR, AND AFTERWARDS FILLED WITH MISERY: BUT NOT, AS LONG AS THE STATE OF PURITY PRESIDED OVER INNOCENCY, DID THE WILL OF MAN OVERCOME HER; FOR THE TRANSLATION OF MAN INTO PARADISE DID FORESHOW ANOTHER CONDITION OF LIVING THAN THAT OF A BEAST; AND THEREFORE THE EATING OF THE APPLE DOTH BY A MOST CHASTE NAME COVER THE CONCUPISCENCE OF THE FLESH, WHILE IT CONTAINS THE "KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL" IN THIS NAME, AND CALLS THE IGNORANCE THEREOF THE STATE OF INNOCENCE: FOR, SURELY, THE ATTAINMENT OF THAT AFORESAID KNOWLEDGE DID NOURISH A MOST HURTFUL DEATH, AND AN IRREVOCABLE DEPRIVATION OF ETERNAL LIFE: FOR IF MAN HAD NOT TASTED THE APPLE, HE HAD LIVED VOID OF CONCUPISCENCE, AND OFFSPRING’S HAD APPEARED OUT OF EVE (A VIRGIN) FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT [JOHN 4:23-24]. BUT THE APPLE BEING EATEN, "PRESENTLY THEIR EYES WERE OPENED," AND ADAM BEGAN LUSTFULLY TO COVET [SEXUAL] COPULATION WITH THE NAKED VIRGIN, AND DEFILED HER, THE WHICH GOD HAD APPOINTED FOR A NAKED HELP UNTO HIM. BUT MAN PREVENTED THE INTENTION OF GOD BY A STRANGE GENERATION IN THE [SEXUAL] FLESH OF SIN; WHEREUPON THERE FOLLOWED THE [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF THE FORMER NATURE, OR THE [SEXUAL] FLESH OF SIN, ACCOMPANIED BY CONCUPISCENCE: NEITHER DOTH THE TEXT INSINUATE ANY OTHER MARK OF "THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL," THAN THAT THEY "KNEW THEMSELVES TO BE NAKED," OR, SPEAKING PROPERLY, OF THEIR VIRGINITY BEING [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, POLLUTED WITH BESTIAL LUST, AND DEFILED. INDEED, THEIR WHOLE "KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL" IS INCLUDED IN THEIR SHAME WITHIN THEIR PRIVY PARTS ALONE; AND THEREFORE IN THE 8TH OF LEVITICUS, AND MANY PLACES ELSE IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, THE PRIVY PARTS THEMSELVES ARE CALLED BY NO OTHER ETYMOLOGY THAN THAT OF SHAME; FOR FROM THE [SEXUAL] COPULATION OF THE FLESH THEIR EYES WERE OPENED, BECAUSE THEY THEN KNEW THAT THE GOOD BEING LOST, HAD BROUGHT ON THEM A DEGENERATE NATURE, SHAMEFULNESS, AN INTESTINE AND INEVITABLE OBLIGATION OF DEATH; SENT ALSO INTO THEIR POSTERITY. ALAS! TOO LATE, INDEED THEY UNDERSTOOD, BY THE UNWONTED NOVELTY AND SHAMEFULNESS OF THEIR CONCUPISCENCE, WHY GOD HAD SO LOVINGLY, FORBADE THE EATING OF THE APPLE. INDEED, THE TRUTH BEING AGREEABLE UNTO ITSELF, DOTH ATTEST THE FILTHINESS OF IMPURE ADAMICAL GENERATION; FOR THE IMPURITY WHICH HAD RECEIVED A CONTAGION FROM ANY NATURAL ISSUES WHATSOEVER OF MENSTRUES OR SEED, AND THAT BY ITS TOUCHING ALONE IS RECKONED EQUAL TO THAT WHICH SHOULD BY DEGREES CREEP ON A PERSON FROM A CO-TOUCHING OF DEAD CARCASSES, AND TO BE EXPIATED BY THE SAME CEREMONIOUS RITE THAT THE TEXT MIGHT AGREEABLY DENOTE, THAT DEATH BEGAN BY THE CONCUPISCENCE OF THE FLESH LYING HID IN THE FRUIT FORBIDDEN; THEREFORE, ALSO, THE ONE ONLY HEALING MEDICINE, OF SO GREAT AN IMPURITY CONTRACTED BY TOUCHING, CONSISTED IN WASHING: UNDER THE SIMILITUDE OR LIKENESS THEREOF, FAITH AND HOPE, WHICH IN BAPTISM ARE POURED ON US, ARE STRENGTHENED. FOR AS SOON AS ADAM KNEW THAT BY FRATRICIDE THE FIRST BORN OF MORTALS, WHOM HE HAD BEGOTTEN IN THE CONCUPISCENCE OF THE FLESH, HAD KILLED HIS BROTHER, GUILTLESS AND RIGHTEOUS AS HE WAS; AND FORESEEING THE WICKED ERRORS OF MORTALS THAT WOULD COME FROM THENCE, HE LIKEWISE PERCEIVED HIS OWN MISERIES IN HIMSELF; CERTAINLY KNOWING THAT ALL THESE CALAMITIES HAD HAPPENED UNTO HIM FROM THE SIN OF CONCUPISCENCE DRAWN FROM THE APPLE, WHICH WERE UNAVOIDABLY ISSUING ON HIS POSTERITY, HE THOUGHT WITHIN HIMSELF THAT THE MOST DISCREET THING HE COULD DO, WAS HEREAFTER WHOLLY TO ABSTAIN FROM HIS WIFE, WHOM HE HAD VIOLATED; AND THEREFORE HE MOURNED, IN CHASTITY AND SORROW, A FULL HUNDRED YEARS; HOPING THAT BY THE MERIT OF THAT ABSTINENCE, AND BY AN OPPOSITION TO THE CONCUPISCENCE OF THE FLESH, HE SHOULD NOT ONLY APPEASE THE WRATH OF THE INCENSED DEITY, BUT THAT HE SHOULD AGAIN RETURN INTO THE FORMER SPLENDOR AND MAJESTY OF HIS PRIMITIVE INNOCENCE AND PURITY. BUT THE REPENTANCE OF ONE AGE BEING FINISHED, IT IS MOST PROBABLE THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST'S INCARNATION WAS REVEALED UNTO HIM; NEITHER THAT MAN EVER COULD HOPE TO RETURN TO THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS ANCIENT PURITY BY HIS OWN STRENGTH, AND MUCH LESS THAT HIMSELF COULD REPRIEVE HIS POSTERITY FROM DEATH; AND THAT, THEREFORE, MARRIAGE WAS WELL PLEASING, AND WAS AFTER THE [SEXUAL] FALL INDULGED UNTO HIM BY GOD BECAUSE HE HAD DETERMINED THUS TO SATISFY HIS JUSTICE AT THE FULNESS OF TIMES, WHICH SHOULD, TO THE GLORY OF HIS OWN NAME, AND THE [SEXUAL] CONFUSION OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], ELEVATE MANKIND TO A MORE SUBLIME AND EMINENT STATE OF BLESSEDNESS. FROM THAT TIME ADAM BEGAN TO KNOW HIS WIFE, VIZ. AFTER HE WAS A HUNDRED YEARS OLD, AND TO FILL THE EARTH, BY MULTIPLYING ACCORDING TO THE BLESSING ONCE GIVEN HIM, AND THE LAW ENJOINED HIM--"BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY."--YET SO, NEVERTHELESS, THAT ALTHOUGH. MATRIMONY, BY REASON OF THE GREAT WANT OF PROPAGATION, AND OTHERWISE IMPOSSIBLE COURSARY SUCCESSION OF THE PRIMITIVE DIVINE GENERATION, BE ADMITTED AS A SACRAMENT OF THE FAITHFUL. IF, THEREFORE, BOTH OUR FIRST PARENTS, AFTER THE EATING OF THE APPLE, WERE ASHAMED, THEY COVERED ONLY THEIR PRIVY PARTS; THEREFORE THAT SHAME DOTH PRESUPPOSE, AND ACCUSE OF SOMETHING COMMITTED AGAINST JUSTICE--AGAINST THE [SEXLESS] INTENT OF THE CREATOR--AND AGAINST THEIR OWN PROPER NATURE: BY CONSEQUENCE, THEREFORE, THAT ADAMICAL GENERATION WAS NOT OF THE PRIMITIVE CONSTITUTION OF THEIR NATURE, AS NEITHER OF THE ORIGINAL INTENT OF THE CREATOR; THEREFORE, WHEN GOD FORETELLS THAT THE EARTH SHALL BRING FORTH THISTLES AND THORNS, AND THAT MAN SHALL GAIN HIS BREAD BY THE SWEAT OF HIS BROW, THEY WERE NOT EXECRATIONS, BUT ADMONITIONS, THAT THOSE SORT OF THINGS SHOULD BE OBVIOUS IN THE EARTH: AND, BECAUSE THAT BEASTS SHOULD BRING FORTH IN PAIN--SHOULD PLOW IN SWEAT--SHOULD EAT THEIR FOOD WITH LABOR AND FEAR, THAT THE EARTH SHOULD LIKEWISE BRING FORTH VERY MANY THINGS BESIDES THE INTENTION OF THE HUSBANDMAN; THEREFORE, ALSO, THAT THEY OUGHT TO BE NOURISHED LIKE UNTO BRUTE BEASTS, WHO HAD BEGUN TO GENERATE AFTER THE MANNER OF BRUTE BEASTS. IT IS LIKEWISE TOLD EVE, AFTER HER TRANSGRESSION, THAT SHE SHOULD BRING FORTH IN PAIN. THEREFORE, WHAT HATH THE PAIN OF BRINGING FORTH COMMON WITH THE EATING OF THE APPLE, UNLESS THE APPLE HAD OPERATED ABOUT THE CONCUPISCENCE OF THE FLESH, AND BY CONSEQUENCE STIRRED UP [SEXUAL] COPULATION; AND THE CREATOR HAD INTENDED TO DISSUADE IT, BY DEHORTING FROM THE EATING OF THE APPLE. FOR, WHY ARE THE GENITAL MEMBERS OF WOMEN PUNISHED WITH PAINS AT CHILD-BIRTH, IF THE EYE IN SEEING THE APPLE, THE HANDS IN CROPPING IT, AND THE MOUTH IN EATING OF IT, HAVE OFFENDED? FOR WAS IT NOT SUFFICIENT TO HAVE CHASTISED THE LIFE WITH DEATH, AND THE HEALTH WITH VERY MANY DISEASES? MOREOVER, WHY IS THE WOMB AFFLICTED, AS IN BRUTES, WITH THE MANNER OF BRINGING FORTH, IF THE CONCEPTION GRANTED TO BEASTS WERE NOT FORBIDDEN TO MAN? AFTER THEIR FALL, THEREFORE, THEIR EYES WERE OPENED, AND THEY WERE ASHAMED: IT DENOTES AND SIGNIFIES THAT, FROM THE FILTHINESS OF CONCUPISCENCE, THEY KNEW THAT THE [SEXUAL] COPULATION OF THE FLESH WAS FORBIDDEN IN THE MOST PURE INNOCENT CHASTITY OF NATURE, AND THAT THEY WERE OVERSPREAD WITH SHAME, WHEN, THEIR EYES BEING OPENED, THEIR UNDERSTANDINGS SAW THAT THEY HAD COMMITTED FILTHINESS MOST DETESTABLE. BUT ON THE SERPENT AND EVIL SPIRIT ALONE WAS THE TOP AND SUMMIT OF THE WHOLE [SEXUAL] CURSE, EVEN AS THE PRIVILEGE OF THE WOMAN, AND THE MYSTERIOUS PREROGATIVE OF THE BLESSING UPON THE EARTH, VIZ. THAT THE WOMAN'S SEED SHOULD BRUISE THE HEAD OF THE SERPENT. SO THAT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE THAT TO BRING FORTH IN PAIN SHOULD BE A CURSE; FOR TRULY WITH THE SAME [SEXLESS] VOICE OF THE LORD IS PRONOUNCED THE BLESSING OF THE WOMAN, AND VICTORY OVER THE INFERNAL SPIRIT. THEREFORE, ADAM WAS CREATED IN THE POSSESSION OF IMMORTALITY. GOD INTENDED NOT THAT MAN SHOULD BE AN ANIMAL OR SENSITIVE CREATURE, NOR BE BORN, CONCEIVED, OR LIVE AS AN ANIMAL; FOR OF TRUTH HE WAS CREATED UNTO A LIVING SOUL, AND THAT AFTER THE TRUE IMAGE OF GOD; THEREFORE HE AS FAR DIFFERED FROM THE NATURE OF AN ANIMAL, AS AN IMMORTAL BEING FROM A MORTAL, AND AS A GOD-LIKE CREATURE FROM A BRUTE. I AM SORRY THAT OUR SCHOOL-MEN, MANY OF THEM, WISH, BY THEIR ARGUMENTS OF NOISE AND PRIDE, TO DRAW MAN INTO A TOTAL ANIMAL NATURE (NOTHING MORE), DRAWING (BY THEIR LOGIC) THE ESSENCE OF A MAN ESSENTIALLY FROM AN ANIMAL NATURE: BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH MAN AFTERWARDS PROCURED DEATH TO HIMSELF AND POSTERITY, AND THEREFORE MAY SEEM TO BE MADE NEARER THE NATURE OF ANIMAL CREATURES, YET IT STOOD NOT IN HIS POWER TO BE ABLE TO PERVERT THE SPECIES OF THE DIVINE IMAGE: EVEN SO AS NEITHER WAS THE EVIL SPIRIT, OF A SPIRIT, MADE AN ANIMAL, ALTHOUGH HE BECAME NEARER UNTO THE NATURE OF AN ANIMAL, BY HATRED AND BRUTAL VICES. THEREFORE, MAN REMAINED IN HIS OWN SPECIES WHEREIN HE WAS CREATED; FOR AS OFTEN AS MAN IS CALLED AN ANIMAL, OR SENSITIVE LIVING CREATURE, AND IS IN EARNEST THOUGHT TO BE SUCH, SO MANY TIMES THE TEXT IS FALSIFIED WHICH SAYS, "BUT THE SERPENT WAS MORE-CRAFTY THAN ALL THE LIVING CREATURES OF THE EARTH, WHICH THE LORD GOD HAD MADE;" BECAUSE HE SPEAKS OF THE NATURAL CRAFT AND SUBTILTY OF THAT LIVING AND CREEPING ANIMAL. AGAIN, IF THE POSITION BE TRUE, MAN WAS NOT DIRECTED INTO THE PROPAGATION OF SEED OR FLESH, NEITHER DID HE ASPIRE UNTO A SENSITIVE SOUL; AND THEREFORE THE SENSIBLE SOUL OF ADAMICAL GENERATION IS NOT OF A BRUTAL SPECIES, BECAUSE IT WAS RAISED UP BY A SEED WHICH WANTED THE ORIGINAL ORDINATION AND LIMITATION OF ANY SPECIES; AND SO THAT, AS THE SENSITIVE SOUL IN MAN AROSE, BESIDES THE [SEXLESS] INTENT OF THE CREATOR AND NATURE; SO IT IS OF NO BRUTAL SPECIES, NEITHER CAN IT SUBSIST, UNLESS IT BE CONTINUALLY TIED TO THE MIND, FROM WHENCE IT IS SUPPORTED IN ITS LIFE. WHEREFORE, WHILE MAN IS OF NO BRUTAL SPECIES, HE CANNOT BE AN ANIMAL IN RESPECT TO HIS MIND, AND MUCH LESS IN RESPECT TO HIS SOUL, WHICH IS OF NO SPECIES. THEREFORE KNOW, THAT NEITHER EVIL SPIRIT, NOR WHOLE NATURE ALSO, CAN, BY ANY MEANS OR ANY WAY WHATEVER, CHANGE THE ESSENCE GIVEN UNTO MAN FROM HIS CREATOR, AND BY HIS FOREKNOWLEDGE DETERMINED THAT HE SHOULD REMAIN CONTINUALLY SUCH AS HE WAS CREATED, ALTHOUGH HE, IN THE MEAN TIME, HATH CLOTHED HIMSELF WITH STRANGE PROPERTIES, AS NATURAL UNTO HIM FROM THE VICE OF HIS OWN WILL; FOR AS IT IS AN ABSURDITY TO RECKON MAN GLORIFIED AMONG ANIMALS, BECAUSE HE IS NOT WITHOUT SENSE OR FEELING, SO TO BE SENSITIVE DOES NOT SHEW THE INSEPARABLE ESSENCE OF AN ANIMAL. SEEING, THEREFORE, OUR FIRST PARENTS HAD BOTH OF THEM NOW FELT THE EFFECT THROUGHOUT THEIR WHOLE BODIES OF THE EATING, OF THE APPLE, OR CONCUPISCENCE OF THE FLESH IN THEIR MEMBERS IN PARADISE, IT SHAMED THEM; BECAUSE THEIR MEMBERS, WHICH, BEFORE, THEY COULD RULE AT THEIR PLEASURE, WERE AFTERWARDS MOVED BY A PROPER INCENTIVE TO LUST. THEREFORE, ON THE SAME CLAY, NOT ONLY MORTALITY ENTERED THROUGH CONCUPISCENCE, BUT IT PRESENTLY AFTER ENTERED INTO A CONCEIVED GENERATION; FOR WHICH THEY WERE, THE SAME DAY, ALSO DRIVEN OUT OF PARADISE: HENCE FOLLOWED AN ADULTEROUS, LASCIVIOUS, BEAST-LIKE, DEVILISH GENERATION, AND PLAINLY INCAPABLE OF ENTERING INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD, DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSITE TO GOD'S ORDINATION BY WHICH MEANS DEATH, AND THE THREATENED PUNISHMENT, [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, BECAME INSEPARABLE TO MAN AND HIS POSTERITY, THEREFORE, ORIGINAL SIN WAS EFFECTIVELY BRED FROM THE CONCUPISCENCE OF THE FLESH, BUT OCCASIONED ONLY BY THE APPLE BEING EATEN, AND THE ADMONITION DESPISED: BUT THE SIMULATIVE TO CONCUPISCENCE WAS PLACED IN THE DISSUADED TREE, AND THAT OCCULT LUSTFUL PROPERTY RADICALLY INSERTED AND IMPLANTED IN IT. BUT WHEN SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] (BESIDES HIS HOPE, AND THE DEFLOWERING OF THE VIRGIN, NOTHING HINDERING OF IT) SAW THAT MAN WAS NOT TAKEN OUT OF THE WAY, ACCORDING TO THE FOREWARNING (FOR HE KNEW NOT THAT THE SON OF GOD HAD CONSTITUTED HIMSELF A SURETY, BEFORE THE FATHER, FOR MAN) HE, INDEED, LOOKED AT THE VILE, CORRUPTED, AND DEGENERATED NATURE OF MAN, AND SAW THAT A POWER WAS WITHDRAWN FROM HIM OF UNITING HIMSELF TO THE GOD OF INFINITE MAJESTY, AND BEGAN GREATLY TO REJOICE. THAT JOY WAS OF SHORT DURATION, FOR, BY AND BY, HE LIKEWISE KNEW THAT MARRIAGE WAS RATIFIED BY HEAVEN--THAT THE DIVINE GOODNESS YET INCLINED TO MAN--AND THAT SATAN'S [LUCIFER’S/VICTORIA’S] OWN FALLACIES AND DECEITS WERE THUS DECEIVED: HENCE CONJECTURING THAT THE SON OF GOD WAS TO RESTORE EVERY DEFECT OF CONTAGION, AND, THEREFORE, PERHAPS, TO BE INCARNATED. HE THEN PUT HIMSELF TO WORK HOW, OR IN WHAT MANNER, HE SHOULD DEFILE THE STOCK THAT WAS TO BE RAISED UP BY MATRIMONY WITH A MORTAL SOUL, SO THAT HE MIGHT RENDER EVERY CONCEPTION OF GOD IN VAIN: THEREFORE HE STIRRED UP NOT ONLY HIS FRATRICIDES, AND NOTORIOUSLY WICKED PERSONS, THAT THERE MIGHT BE EVIL ABOUNDING AT ALL TIMES; BUT HE PROCURED THAT ATHEISM MIGHT ARISE, AND THAT, TOGETHER WITH HEATHENISM, IT MIGHT DAILY INCREASE, WHEREBY INDEED, IF HE COULD NOT HINDER THE CO-KNITTING OF THE IMMORTAL MIND WITH THE SENSITIVE SOUL, HE MIGHT, AT LEAST, BY DESTROYING THE LAW OF NATURE, BRING MAN UNTO A LEVEL WITH HIMSELF UNDER INFERNAL PUNISHMENT: BUT HIS SPECIAL CARE AND DESIRE WAS TO EXPUNGE TOTALLY THE IMMORTAL MIND OUT OF THE STOCK OF POSTERITY. THEREFORE HE (THE DEVIL) STIRS UP, TO THIS DAY, DETESTABLE [SEXUAL] COPULATIONS IN ATHEISTICALLY LIBERTINES: BUT HE SAW FROM THENCE, THAT NOTHING BUT BRUTISH OR SAVAGE MONSTERS PROCEEDED, TO BE ABHORRED BY THE VERY PARENTS THEMSELVES; AND THAT THE [SEXUAL] COPULATION WITH WOMEN WAS FAR MORE PLAUSIBLE TO MEN; AND THAT BY THIS METHOD THE GENERATION OF MEN SHOULD CONSTANTLY CONTINUE; FOR HE ENDEAVORED TO PREVENT THE HOPE OF RESTORING A REMNANT, THAT IS, TO HINDER THE INCARNATION OF THE SON OF GOD; THEREFORE HE ATTEMPTED, BY AN APPLICATION OF ACTIVE THINGS, TO FRAME THE SEED OF MAN ACCORDING TO HIS OWN ACCURSED DESIRE; WHICH, WHEN HE HAD FOUND VAIN AND IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO DO, HE TRIED AGAIN WHETHER AN IMP OR WITCH MIGHT NOT BE FRUCTIFIED BY SODOMY; AND WHEN THIS DID NOT FULLY ANSWER HIS INTENTIONS EVERY WAY, AND HE SAW THAT OF AN ASS AND A HORSE A MULE WAS BRED, WHICH WAS NEARER A-KIN TO HIS MOTHER THAN HIS FATHER; LIKEWISE THAT OF A CONEY AND DORMOUSE BEING THE FATHER, A TRUE CONEY WAS BRED, BEING DISTINCT FROM HIS MOTHER, ONLY HAVING A TAIL LIKE THE DORMOUSE; HE DECLINED THESE FEATS, AND BETOOK HIMSELF TO OTHERS WORTHY, INDEED, ONLY OF THE SUBTLE CRAFT OF THE PRINCE OF DARKNESS. THEREFORE SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] INSTITUTED A CONNEXION OF THE SEED OF MAN WITH THE SEED AND IN THE WOMB OF A JUNIOR WITCH, OR SORCERESS, THAT HE MIGHT EXCLUDE THE DISPOSITIONS UNTO AN IMMORTAL MIND FROM SUCH A NEW, POLISHED CONCEPTION: AND AFTERWARDS CAME FORTH AN ADULTEROUS AND LASCIVIOUS GENERATION OF FAUNII, SATYRS, GNOMES, NYMPHS, SYLPHS, DRIADES, HAMODRIADES, NERIADS, MERMAIDS, SYRENS, SPHYNXES, MONSTERS, USING THE CONSTELLATIONS, AND DISPOSING THE SEED OF MAN FOR SUCH LIKE MONSTROUS PRODIGIOUS GENERATIONS. AND, SEEING THE FAUNII AND NYMPHS OF THE WOODS WERE PREFERRED BEFORE THE OTHERS IN BEAUTY, THEY AFTERWARDS GENERATED THEIR OFFSPRING AMONGST THEMSELVES, AND AT LENGTH BEGAN WED-LOCKS WITH MEN, FEIGNING THAT, BY THESE [SEXLESS] COPULATIONS, THEY SHOULD OBTAIN AN IMMORTAL SOUL FOR THEM AND THEIR OFFSPRING; BUT THIS HAPPENED THROUGH THE PERSUASIONS AND DELUSIONS OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] TO ADMIT THESE MONSTERS TO CARNAL [SEXUAL] COPULATION, WHICH THE IGNORANT WERE EASILY PERSUADED TO AND THEREFORE THESE NYMPHS ARE CALLED SUCCUBII: ALTHOUGH SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AFTERWARDS COMMITTED WORSE, FREQUENTLY TRANS-CHANGING HIMSELF, BY ASSUMING THE PERSONS OF BOTH INCUBII AND SUCCUBII, IN BOTH SEXES; BUT THEY CONCEIVED NOT A TRUE YOUNG BY THE MALES, EXCEPT THE NYMPHS ALONE. THE WHICH, INDEED, SEEING THE SONS OF GOD (THAT IS, MEN) HAD NOW, WITHOUT DISTINCTION, AND IN MANY PLACES, TAKEN TO BE THEIR WIVES, GOD WAS DETERMINED TO BLOT OUT THE WHOLE RACE BEGOTTEN BY THESE INFERNAL AND DETESTABLE MARRIAGES, THROUGH A DELUGE OF WATERS, THAT THE INTENT OF THE EVIL SPIRIT MIGHT BE RENDERED FRUSTRATE. OF WHICH MONSTERS BEFORE MENTIONED, I WILL HERE GIVE A STRIKING EXAMPLE FROM HELMONT: FOR HE SAYS, A MERCHANT OF ÆGINA, A COUNTRYMAN OF HIS, SAILING VARIOUS TIMES UNTO THE CANARIES, WAS ASKED BY HELMONT FOR HIS SERIOUS JUDGMENT ABOUT CERTAIN CREATURES, WHICH THE MARINERS FREQUENTLY BROUGHT HOME FROM THE MOUNTAINS, AS OFTEN AS THEY WENT, AND CALLED THEM TUDE-SQUILS; FOR THEY WERE DRIED DEAD CARCASSES, ALMOST THREE-FOOTED, AND SO SMALL THAT A BOY MIGHT EASILY CARRY ONE OF THEM UPON THE PALM OF HIS HAND, AND THEY WERE OF AN EXACT HUMAN SHAPE; BUT THEIR WHOLE DEAD CARCASS WAS CLEAR OR TRANSPARENT AS ANY PARCHMENT, AND THEIR BONES FLEXIBLE LIKE GRISTLES; AGAINST THE SUN, ALSO, THEIR BOWELS AND INTESTINE WERE PLAINLY TO BE SEEN; WHICH THING I, BY SPANIARDS THERE BORN, KNEW TO BE TRUE. I CONSIDERED THAT, TO THIS DAY, THE DESTROYED RACE OF THE PYGMIES WERE THERE; FOR THE ALMIGHTY WOULD RENDER THE EXPECTATIONS OF THE EVIL SPIRIT, SUPPORTED BY THE ABOMINABLE ACTIONS OF MANKIND, VOID AND VAIN; AND HE HAS, THEREFORE, MANIFOLDLY SAVED US FROM THE CRAFT AND SUBTILTY OF THE DEVIL, UNTO WHOM ETERNAL PUNISHMENTS ARE DUE, TO HIS EXTREME AND PERPETUAL CONFUSION, UNTO THE EVERLASTING SANCTIFYING OF THE DIVINE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH].
CHAP. II. OF THE WONDERS OF NATURAL MAGIC, DISPLAYED IN A VARIETY OF SYMPATHETIC AND OCCULT OPERATIONS THROUGHOUT THE FAMILIES OF ANIMALS, PLANTS, METALS, AND STONES, TREATED OF MISCELLANEOUSLY
THE WONDERS OF ANIMAL MAGIC WE MEAN FULLY TO DISPLAY UNDER THE TITLE OF MAGNETISM. BUT HERE WE HASTEN TO INVESTIGATE BY WHAT MEANS, INSTRUMENTS, AND EFFECTS, WE MUST APPLY ACTIVES TO PASSIVES, TO THE PRODUCING OF RARE AND UNCOMMON EFFECTS; WHETHER BY ACTIONS, AMULETS, ALLIGATION’S AND SUSPENSIONS--OR RINGS, PAPERS, UNCTION’S, SUFFUMIGATIONS, ALLUREMENTS, SORCERIES, ENCHANTMENTS, IMAGES, LIGHTS, SOUNDS, OR THE LIKE. THEREFORE, TO BEGIN WITH THINGS MORE-SIMPLE: IF ANY ONE SHALL, WITH AN ENTIRE NEW KNIFE, CUT ASUNDER A LEMON, USING WORDS EXPRESSIVE OF HATRED, CONTUMELY, OR DISLIKE, AGAINST ANY INDIVIDUAL, THE ABSENT PARTY, THOUGH AT AN UNLIMITED DISTANCE, FEELS A CERTAIN INEXPRESSIBLE AND CUTTING ANGUISH OF THE HEART, TOGETHER WITH A COLD CHILLINESS AND FAILURE THROUGHOUT THE BODY; LIKEWISE OF LIVING ANIMALS, IF A LIVE PIGEON BE CUT THROUGH THE HEART, IT CAUSES THE HEART OF THE PARTY INTENDED TO AFFECT WITH A SUDDEN FAILURE; LIKEWISE FEAR IS INDUCED BY SUSPENDING THE MAGICAL IMAGE OF A MAN BY A SINGLE THREAD;--ALSO, DEATH AND DESTRUCTION BY MEANS SIMILAR TO THESE; AND ALL THESE FROM A FATAL AND MAGICAL SYMPATHY. LIKEWISE OF THE VIRTUES OF SIMPLE ANIMALS, AS WELL AS MANUAL OPERATIONS, OF WHICH WE SHALL SPEAK MORE ANON:--THE APPLICATION OF HARE'S FAT PULLS OUT A THORN; LIKEWISE ANY ONE MAY CURE THE TOOTH-ACHE WITH THE STONE THAT IS IN THE HEAD OF THE TOAD; ALSO, IF ANY ONE SHALL CATCH A LIVING FROG BEFORE SUN-RISE, AND HE OR SHE SPITS IN THE MOUTH OF THE FROG, WILL BE CURED OF AN ASTHMATIC CONSUMPTION; LIKEWISE THE RIGHT OR LEFT EYE OF THE SAME ANIMAL CURES BLINDNESS; AND THE FAT OF A VIPER CURES A BITE OF THE SAME. BLACK HELLEBORE EASES THE HEAD-ACHE, BEING APPLIED TO THE HEAD, OR THE POWDER SNUFFED LIP THE NOSE IN A MODERATE QUANTITY. CORAL IS A WELL-KNOWN PRESERVATIVE AGAINST WITCHCRAFT AND POISONS, WHICH IF WORN NOW, IN THIS TIME, AS MUCH ROUND CHILDREN'S NECKS AS USUAL, WOULD ENABLE THEM TO COMBAT MANY DISEASES WHICH THEIR TENDER YEARS ARE SUBJECTED TO, AND TO WHICH, WITH FASCINATIONS, THEY OFTEN FALL A VICTIM. I KNOW HOW TO COMPOSE CORAL AMULETS, OR TALISMANS, WHICH, IF SUSPENDED EVEN BY A THREAD, SHALL (GOD ASSISTING) PREVENT ALL HARMS AND ACCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE FROM FIRE, OR WATER, OR WITCHCRAFT, AND HELP THEM TO WITHSTAND ALL THEIR DISEASES. PARACELSUS AND HELMONT BOTH AGREE, THAT IN THE TOAD, ALTHOUGH SO IRREVERENT TO THE SIGHT OF MAN, AND SO NOXIOUS TO THE TOUCH, AND OF SUCH STRONG VIOLENT ANTIPATHY TO THE BLOOD OF MAN, I SAY, OUT OF THIS HATRED DIVINE PROVIDENCE HATH PREPARED US A REMEDY AGAINST MANIFOLD DISEASES MOST INIMICAL TO MAN'S NATURE. THE TOAD HATH A NATURAL AVERSION TO MAN; AND THIS SCALED IMAGE, OR IDEA OF HATRED, HE CARRIES IN HIS HEAD, EYES, AND MOST POWERFULLY THROUGHOUT HIS WHOLE BODY: NOW THAT THE TOAD MAY BE HIGHLY PREPARED FOR A SYMPATHETIC REMEDY AGAINST THE PLAGUE OR OTHER DISORDERS, SUCH AS THE AGUE, FALLING SICKNESSES, AND VARIOUS OTHERS; AND THAT THE TERROR OF US, AND NATURAL INBRED HATRED MAY THE MORE STRONGLY BE IMPRINTED AND HIGHER ASCEND IN THE TOAD, WE MUST HANG HIM UP ALOFT IN A CHIMNEY, BY THE LEGS, AND SET UNDER HIM A DISH OF YELLOW WAX, TO RECEIVE WHATSOEVER MAY COME DOWN, OR FALL FROM HIS MOUTH; LET HIM HANG IN THIS POSITION, IN OUR SIGHT, FOR THREE OR FOUR DAYS, AT LEAST TILL HE IS DEAD; NOW WE MUST NOT OMIT FREQUENTLY TO BE PRESENT IN SIGHT OF THE ANIMAL, SO THAT HIS FEARS AND INBRED TERROR OF US, WITH THE IDEAS OF STRONG HATRED, MAY INCREASE EVEN UNTO DEATH. SO, YOU HAVE A MOST POWERFUL REMEDY IN THIS ONE TOAD, FOR THE CURING OF FORTY THOUSAND PERSONS INFECTED WITH THE PEST OR PLAGUE. VAN HELMONT'S PROCESS FOR MAKING A PRESERVATIVE AMULET AGAINST THE PLAGUE IS AS FOLLOWS: "IN THE MONTH OF JULY, IN THE DECREASE OF THE MOON, I TOOK OLD TOADS, WHOSE EYES ABOUNDED WITH WHITE WORMS HANGING FORTH INTO BLACK HEADS, SO THAT BOTH HIS EYES WERE TOTALLY FORMED WITH WORMS, PERHAPS FIFTY IN NUMBER, THICKLY COMPACTED TOGETHER, THEIR HEADS HANGING OUT; AND AS OFT AS ANY ONE OF THEM ATTEMPTED TO GET OUT, THE TOAD, BY APPLYING HIS FORE-FOOT, FORBADE ITS UTTERANCE. THESE TOADS BEING HUNG UP, AND MADE TO VOMIT IN THE MANNER BEFORE MENTIONED, I REDUCED THE INSECTS AND OTHER MATTERS EJECTED FROM THE TOAD, WITH THE WAXEN DISH BEING ADDED THERETO; AND THE DRIED CARCASS OF THE TOAD BEING REDUCED INTO POWDER I FORMED THE WHOLE INTO TROCHES, WITH GUM-DRAGON; WHICH, BEING BORNE ABOUT THE LEFT BREAST, DROVE SPEEDILY AWAY ALL CONTAGION; AND BEING FAST BOUND TO THE PLACE AFFECTED, THOROUGHLY DREW OUT THE POISON: AND THESE TROCHES WERE MORE POTENT AFTER THEY HAD RETURNED INTO USE DIVERS TIMES THAN WHEN NEW. I FOUND THEM TO BE A MOST POWERFUL AMULET AGAINST THE PLAGUE; FOR IF THE SERPENT EATS DUST ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE, BECAUSE HE WAS THE INSTRUMENT OF SINNING; SO THE TOAD EATS EARTH, (WHICH HE VOMITS UP) ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE; AND, ACCORDING TO THE ADEPTICAL PHILOSOPHY, THE TOAD BEARS AN HATRED TO MAN, SO THAT HE INFECTS SOME HERBS THAT ARE USEFUL TO MAN WITH HIS POISON, IN ORDER FOR HIS DEATH. BUT THIS DIFFERENCE, NOTE BETWEEN THE TOAD AND THE SERPENT: THE TOAD, AT THE SIGHT OF MAN, FROM A NATURAL QUALITY SEALED IN HIM, CALLED ANTIPATHY, CONCEIVES A GREAT TERROR OR ASTONISHMENT; WHICH TERROR FROM MAN IMPRINTS ON THIS ANIMAL A NATURAL EFFICACY AGAINST THE IMAGES OF THE AFFRIGHTED ARCHEUS IN MAN. FOR, TRULY THE TERROR OF THE TOAD KILLS AND ANNIHILATES THE IDEAS OF THE AFFRIGHTED ARCHEUS IN MAN, BECAUSE THE TERROR IN THE TOAD IS NATURAL, THEREFORE RADICAL." FOR THE POISON OF THE PLAGUE IS SUBDUED BY THE POISON OF THE TOAD, NOT BY AN ACTION PRIMARILY DESTRUCTIVE, BUT BY A SECONDARY ACTION; AS THE PESTILENT IDEA OF HATRED OR TERROR EXTINGUISHES THE FERMENT, BY WHOSE MEDIATION THE POISON OF THE PLAGUE SUBSISTS, AND PROCEEDS TO INFECT: FOR SEEING THE POISON OF THE PLAGUE IS THE PRODUCT OF THE IMAGE OF THE TERRIFIED ARCHEUS ESTABLISHED IN A FERMENTAL, PUTREFIED ODOR, AND MUMIAL AIR, THIS COUPLING FERMENTS THE APPROPRIATE MEAN, AND IMMEDIATELY THE SUBJECT OF THE POISON IS TAKEN AWAY. THEREFORE, THE OPPOSITION OF THE AMULET FORMED FROM THE BODY, OF THE TOAD, TAKES AWAY AND PREVENTS THE BANEFUL AND MOST HORRIBLE EFFECTS OF THE PESTILENTIAL POISON AND FERMENT OF THE PLAGUE. HENCE IT IS CONJECTURED THAT HE IS AN ANIMAL ORDAINED BY GOD, THAT THE IDEA OF HIS TERROR BEING POISONOUS INDEED TO HIMSELF, SHOULD BE TO US, AND TO OUR PLAGUE, A POISON IN TERROR. SINCE, THEREFORE, THE TOAD IS MOST FEARFUL AT THE BEHOLDING OF MAN, WHICH IN HIMSELF, NOTWITHSTANDING, FORMS THE TERROR CONCEIVED FROM MAN, AND ALSO THE HATRED AGAINST MAN, INTO AN IMAGE AND ACTIVE REAL BEING, AND NOT CONSISTING ONLY IN A CONFUSED APPREHENSION; HENCE IT HAPPENS THAT A POISON ARISES IN THE TOAD, WHICH KILLS THE PESTILENT POISON OF TERROR IN MAN; TO WIT, FROM WHENCE THE ARCHEUS WAXES STRONG, HE NOT ONLY PERCEIVING THE PESTILENT IDEA TO BE EXTINGUISHED IN HIMSELF; BUT, MOREOVER, BECAUSE HE KNOWS THAT SOMETHING INFERIOR TO HIMSELF IS TERRIFIED, DISMAYED, AND DOTH FLY. AGAIN, SO GREAT IS THE FEAR OF THE TOAD, THAT IF HE IS PLACED DIRECTLY BEFORE THEE, AND THOU DOST BEHOLD WITH AN INTENTIVE FURIOUS LOOK, SO THAT HE CANNOT AVOID THEE, FOR A QUARTER OF AN HOUR, HE DIES, BEING FASCINATED WITH TERROR AND ASTONISHMENT. 
OF THE SERPENT
HIPPOCRATES, BY THE USE OF SOME PARTS OF THIS ANIMAL, ATTAINED TO HIMSELF DIVINE HONORS; FOR THEREWITH HE CURED PESTILENCE AND CONTAGION, CONSUMPTIONS, AND VERY MANY OTHER DISEASES; FOR HE CLEANSED THE FLESH OF A VIPER. THE UTMOST PART OF THE TAIL AND HEAD BEING CUT OFF, HE STRIPPED OFF THE SKIN, CASTING AWAY THE BOWELS AND GALL; HE RESERVED OF THE INTESTINES ONLY THE HEART AND LIVER; HE DREW OUT ALL THE BLOOD, WITH THE VEIN RUNNING DOWN THE BACK-BONE; HE BRUISED THE FLESH AND THE AFORESAID BOWELS WITH THE BONES, AND DRIED THEM IN A WARM OVEN UNTIL THEY COULD BE POWDERED, WHICH POWDER HE SPRINKLED ON HONEY; BEING CLARIFIED AND BOILED, UNTIL HE KNEW THAT THE FLESHES IN BOILING HAD CAST ASIDE THEIR VIRTUE, AS WELL IN THE BROTH AS IN THE VAPORS; HE THEN ADDED UNTO THIS ELECTUARY THE SPICES OF HIS COUNTRY TO CLOAK THE SECRET. BUT THIS CURE OF DISEASES BY THE SERPENT CONTAINS A GREAT MYSTERY, VIZ. THAT AS DEATH CREPT IN BY THE SERPENT OF OLD, ITSELF OUGHT TO BE MITIGATED BY THE DEATH OF THE SERPENT; FOR ADAM, BEING SKILLFUL IN THE PROPERTIES OF ALL BEASTS, WAS NOT IGNORANT ALSO THAT THE SERPENT WAS MORE CRAFTY THAN OTHER LIVING CREATURES, AND THAT THE AFORESAID BALSAM, THE REMEDY OF DEATH, LAY HID IN THE SERPENT; WHEREFORE THE SPIRIT OF DARKNESS COULD NOT MORE FALSELY DECEIVE OUR FIRST PARENTS THAN TINDER THE GUILEFUL SERPENT'S FORM; FOR THEY FOOLISHLY IMAGINED THEY SHOULD ESCAPE THE DEATH, SO SORELY THREATENED BY GOD, BY THE SERPENT'S AID. AMBER IS AN AMULET: A PIECE OF RED AMBER WORN ABOUT ONE, IS A PRESERVATIVE AGAINST POISONS AND THE PESTILENCE. LIKEWISE, A SAPPHIRE STONE IS AS EFFECTUAL. OIL OF AMBER, OR AMBER DISSOLVED IN PURE SPIRIT OF WINE, COMFORTS THE WOMB BEING DISORDERED: IF A SUFFUMIGATION OF IT BE MADE WITH THE WARTS OF THE SHANK OF A HORSE, IT WILL CURE MANY DISORDERS OF THAT REGION. THE LIVER AND GALL OF AN EEL, LIKEWISE, BEING GRADUALLY DRIED AND REDUCED TO POWDER, AND TAKEN IN THE QUANTITY OF A FILBERT-NUT IN A GLASS OF WARM WINE, CAUSES A SPEEDY AND SAFE DELIVERY TO WOMEN IN LABOR. THE LIVER OF A SERPENT LIKEWISE EFFECTS THE SAME. RHUBARB, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS VIOLENT ANTIPATHY TO CHOLER, WONDERFULLY PURGES THE SAME. MUSIC IS A WELL-KNOWN SPECIFIC FOR CURING THE BITE OF A TARANTULA, OR ANY VENOMOUS SPIDER; LIKEWISE, WATER CURES THE HYDROPHOBIA. WARTS ARE CURED BY PARING OFF THE SAME; OR BY BURYING AS MANY PEBBLES, SECRETLY, AS THE PARTY HAS WARTS. THE KING'S-EVIL MAY BE CURED BY THE HEART OF A TOAD WORN ABOUT THE NECK, FIRST BEING DRIED. HIPPOMANES EXCITES LUST BY THE BARE TOUCH, OR BEING SUSPENDED ON THE PARTY. IF ANY ONE SHALL SPIT IN THE HAND WITH WHICH HE STRUCK, OR HURT, ANOTHER, SO SHALL THE WOUND BE CURED; LIKEWISE, IF ANY ONE SHALL DRAW THE HALTER WHEREWITH A MALEFACTOR WAS SLAIN ACROSS THE THROAT OF ONE WHO HATH THE QUINSY, IT CERTAINLY CURES HIM IN THREE DAYS; ALSO, THE HERB CINQUE-FOIL BEING GATHERED BEFORE SUN-RISE, ONE LEAF THEREOF CURES THE AGUE OF ONE DAY; THREE LEAVES, CURES THE TERTIAN; AND FOUR, THE QUARTAN AGUE. RAPE SEEDS, SOWN WITH CURSING’S AND IMPRECATIONS, GROWS THE FAIRER, AND THRIVES; BUT IF WITH PRAISES, THE REVERSE. THE JUICE OF DEADLY NIGHTSHADE, DISTILLED, AND GIVEN IN A PROPORTIONATE QUANTITY, MAKES THE PARTY IMAGINE ALMOST WHATEVER YOU CHOOSE. THE HERB NIP, BEING HEATED IN THE HAND, AND AFTERWARDS YOU HOLD IN YOUR HAND THE HAND OF ANY OTHER PARTY, THEY SHALL NEVER QUIT YOU, SO LONG AS YOU RETAIN THAT HERB. THE HERBS ARSEMART, COMFREY, FLAX-WEED, DRAGON-WORT, ADDER'S-TONGUE, BEING STEEPED IN COLD WATER, AND IF FOR SOME TIME BEING APPLIED ON A WOUND, OR ULCER, THEY GROW WARM, AND ARE BURIED IN A MUDDY PLACE, CURES THE WOUND, OR SORE, TO WHICH THEY WERE APPLIED. AGAIN, IF ANY ONE PLUCK THE LEAVES OF ASARABACCA, DRAWING THEM UPWARDS, THEY WILL PURGE ANOTHER, WHO IS IGNORANT OF THE DRAWING, BY VOMIT ONLY; BUT IF THEY ARE WRESTED DOWNWARD TO THE EARTH, THEY PURGE BY STOOL. A SAPPHIRE, OR A STONE THAT IS OF A DEEP BLUE COLOR, IF IT BE RUBBED ON A TUMOR, WHEREIN THE PLAGUE DISCOVERS ITSELF, (BEFORE THE PARTY IS TOO FAR GONE) AND BY AND BY IT BE REMOVED FROM THE SICK, THE ABSENT JEWEL ATTRACTS ALL THE POISON OR CONTAGION THEREFROM. AND THUS, MUCH IS SUFFICIENT TO BE SAID CONCERNING NATURAL OCCULT VIRTUES, WHEREOF WE SPEAK IN A MIXED AND MISCELLANEOUS MANNER COMING TO MORE DISTINCT HEADS ANON.
CHAP. III. OF AMULETS, CHARMS, AND ENCHANTMENTS
THE INSTRUMENT OF ENCHANTERS IS A PURE, LIVING, BREATHING SPIRIT OF THE BLOOD, WHEREBY WE BIND, OR ATTRACT, THOSE THINGS WHICH WE DESIRE OR DELIGHT IN; SO THAT, BY AN EARNEST INTENTION OF THE MIND, WE TAKE POSSESSION OF THE FACULTIES IN A NO LESS POTENT MANNER THAN STRONG WINES BEGUILE THE REASON AND SENSES OF THOSE WHO DRINK THEM; THEREFORE, TO CHARM, IS EITHER TO BIND WITH WORDS, IN WHICH THERE IS GREAT VIRTUE, AS THE POET SINGS "WORDS THRICE SHE SPOKE, WHICH CAUSED, AT WILL, SWEET SLEEP
"APPEASED THE TROUBLED WAVES, AND ROARING DEEP." INDEED, THE VIRTUE OF MAN'S WORDS ARE SO GREAT, THAT, WHEN PRONOUNCED WITH A FERVENT CONSTANCY OF THE MIND, THEY ARE ABLE TO SUBVERT NATURE, TO CAUSE EARTHQUAKES, STORMS, AND TEMPESTS. I HAVE, IN THE COUNTRY, BY ONLY SPEAKING A FEW WORDS, AND USED SOME OTHER THINGS, CAUSED TERRIBLE RAINS AND CLAPS OF THUNDER. ALMOST ALL CHARMS ARE IMPOTENT WITHOUT WORDS, BECAUSE WORDS ARE THE SPEECH OF THE SPEAKER, AND THE IMAGE OF THE THING SIGNIFIED OR SPOKEN OF; THEREFORE, WHATEVER WONDERFUL EFFECT IS INTENDED, LET THE SAME BE PERFORMED WITH THE ADDITION OF WORDS SIGNIFICATIVE OF THE WILL OR DESIRE OF THE OPERATOR; FOR WORDS ARE A KIND OF OCCULT VEHICLE OF THE IMAGE CONCEIVED OR BEGOTTEN, AND SENT OUT OF THE BODY BY THE SOUL; THEREFORE, ALL THE FORCIBLE POWER OF THE SPIRIT OUGHT TO BE BREATHED OUT WITH VEHEMENCY, AND AN ARDUOUS AND INTENT DESIRE; AND I KNOW HOW TO SPEAK, AND CONVEY WORDS TOGETHER, SO AS THEY MAY BE CARRIED ONWARD TO THE HEARER AT A VAST DISTANCE, NO OTHER BODY INTERVENING, WHICH THING I HAVE DONE OFTEN. WORDS ARE ALSO OFTENTIMES DELIVERED TO US, SEEMINGLY BY OTHERS, IN OUR SLEEP, WHEREBY WE SEEM TO TALK AND CONVERSE; BUT THEN NO VOCAL CONVERSATIONS ARE OF ANY EFFECT, EXCEPT THEY PROCEED FROM SPIRITUAL AND OCCULT CAUSES: SUCH SPIRITS HAVE OFTEN MANIFESTED SINGULAR THINGS TO ME, WHILE IN SLEEP, THE WHICH, IN WAKING, I HAVE THOUGHT NAUGHT OF, UNTIL CONVICTION OF THE TRUTH TAUGHT ME CREDULITY IN SUCH LIKE MATTERS. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] IN THE LATE CHANGE OF ADMINISTRATION, I KNEW, AT LEAST FIVE DAYS BEFORE IT ACTUALLY TERMINATED, THAT IT WOULD BE AS I DESCRIBED TO A FEW OF MY FRIENDS. THESE THINGS ARE NOT ALIKE MANIFESTED TO EVERY ONE; ONLY, I BELIEVE, TO THOSE WHO HAVE LONG SERIOUSLY ATTENDED TO CONTEMPLATIONS OF THIS ABSTRUSE NATURE; BUT THERE ARE THOSE WHO WILL SAY IT IS NOT SO, MERELY BECAUSE THEY THEMSELVES CANNOT COMPREHEND SUCH THINGS. HOWEVER, NOT TO LOSE TIME, WE PROCEED. THERE ARE VARIOUS ENCHANTMENTS, WHICH I HAVE PROVED, RELATIVE TO COMMON OCCURRENCES OF LIFE, VIZ. A KIND OF BINDING TO THAT EFFECT WHICH WE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE: AS TO LOVE, OR HATRED; OR TO THOSE THINGS WE LOVE, OR AGAINST THOSE THINGS WE HATE, IN ALL WHICH THERE IS A MAGICAL SYMPATHY ABOVE THE POWER OF REASONING; THEREFORE, THOSE ABSTRUSE MATTERS WE FEEL, ARE CONVINCED OF, AND REFLECT UPON, AND DRAW THEM INTO OUR USE. I WILL HERE SET DOWN, WHILE SPEAKING OF THESE THINGS, A VERY POWERFUL AMULET FOR THE STOPPING, IMMEDIATELY, A BLOODY-FLUX; FOR THE WHICH (WITH A FAITH) I DARE LAY DOWN MY LIFE FOR THE SUCCESS, AND ENTIRE CURE.
AN AMULET FOR FLUX OF BLOOD
"IN THE BLOOD OF ADAM AROSE DEATH--IN THE BLOOD OF CHRIST DEATH IS EXTINGUISHED--IN THE SAME BLOOD OF CHRIST I COMMAND THEE, O, BLOOD, THAT THOU STOP FLUXING!" IN THIS ONE GODLY SUPERSTITION THERE WILL BE FOUND A READY, CHEAP, EASY REMEDY FOR THAT DREADFUL DISORDER THE BLOODY-FLUX, WHEREBY A POOR MISERABLE WRETCH WILL REAP MORE REAL BENEFIT THAN IN A WHOLE SHOP OF AN APOTHECARY'S DRUGS. THESE FOUR LETTERS ARE A POWERFUL CHARM, OR AMULET, AGAINST THE COMMON AGUE; LIKEWISE, LET THEM BE WRITTEN UPON A PIECE OF CLEAN AND NEW VELLUM, AT ANY TIME OF THE DAY OR NIGHT, AND THEY WILL BE FOUND A SPEEDY AND CERTAIN CURE, AND MUCH MORE EFFICACIOUS THAN THE WORD ABRACADABRA: HOWEVER, AS THAT ANCIENT CHARM IS STILL (AMONGST SOME WHO PRETEND TO CURE AGUES) IN SOME REPUTE, I WILL HERE SET DOWN THE FORM AND MANNER OF ITS BEING WRITTEN; LIKEWISE IT MUST BE PRONOUNCED, OR SPOKEN, IN THE SAME ORDER AS IT IS WRITTEN, WITH THE INTENT OR WILL OF THE OPERATOR DECLARED AT THE SAME TIME OF MAKING IT.
CHAP. IV. OF UNCTIONS, PHILTERS, POTIONS, & THEIR MAGICAL VIRTUES
UNGUENTS, OR UNCTIONS, COLLYRIES, PHILTERS, CONVEYING THE VIRTUES OF THINGS NATURAL TO OUR SPIRITS, DO MULTIPLY, TRANSFORM, TRANSFIGURE, AND TRANSMUTE IT ACCORDINGLY; THEY ALSO TRANSPOSE THOSE VIRTUES, WHICH ARE IN THEM, INTO IT, SO THAT IT NOT ONLY ACTS UPON ITS OWN BODY, BUT ALSO UPON THAT WHICH IS NEAR IT, AND AFFECTS THAT (BY VISIBLE RAYS, CHARMS, AND BY TOUCHING IT) WITH SOME AGREEABLE QUALITY LIKE TO ITSELF. FOR, BECAUSE OUR SPIRIT IS THE PURE, SUBTILL, LUCID, AIRY, AND UNCTUOUS VAPOR OF THE BLOOD, NOTHING, THEREFORE, IS BETTER ADAPTED FOR COLLYRIUMS THAN THE LIKE VAPOR, WHICH ARE MORE SUITABLE TO OUR SPIRIT IN SUBSTANCE; FOR THEN, BY REASON OF THEIR LIKENESS, THEY DO MORE STIR UP, ATTRACT, AND TRANSFORM THE SPIRIT. THE SAME VIRTUE, HAVE OTHER OINTMENTS, AND CONFECTIONS. HENCE, BY THE TOUCH, OFTEN PLAGUE, SICKNESS, FAINTING’S, POISONING, AND [SEXLESS] LOVE, IS INDUCED, EITHER BY THE HANDS OR CLOTHES BEING ANOINTED; AND OFTEN BY KISSING, THINGS BEEN HELD IN THE MOUTH, [SEXLESS] LOVE IS LIKEWISE EXCITED. NOW THE SIGHT, AS IT PERCEIVES MORE PURELY AND CLEARER THAN THE OTHER SENSES, SEALS IN US THE MARKS OF THINGS MORE ACUTELY, AND DOES, MOST OF ALL, AND BEFORE ALL OTHERS, AGREE WITH OUR FANTASTIC SPIRIT; AS IS APPARENT IN DREAMS, WHEN THINGS SEEN DO MORE OFTEN PRESENT THEMSELVES TO US THAN THINGS HEARD, OR ANY THIN COMING UNDER THE OTHER SENSES. THEREFORE, WHEN COLLYRIUMS TRANSFORM THE VISUAL SPIRITS, THAT SPIRIT EASILY AFFECTS THE IMAGINATION, WHICH, BEING AFFECTED WITH DIVERS SPECIES AND FORMS, TRANSMITS THE SAME, BY THE SAME SPIRIT, UNTO THE OUTWARD SENSE OF SIGHT, BY WHICH THERE IS FORMED IN IT A PERCEPTION OF SUCH SPECIES AND FORMS, IN THAT MANNER, AS IF IT WERE MOVED BY EXTERNAL OBJECTS, THAT THERE APPEAR TO BE SEEN TERRIBLE IMAGES, SPIRITS, AND THE LIKE. THERE ARE SOME COLLYRIUMS WHICH MAKE US SEE THE OF IMAGES OF SPIRITS OF THE AIR, OR ELSEWHERE; WHICH I CAN MAKE OF THE GALL OF A MAN, AND THE EYES OF A BLACK CAT, AND SOME OTHER THINGS. THE SAME IS MADE, LIKEWISE, OF THE BLOOD OF A LAPWING, BAT, AND A GOAT; AND IF A SMOOTH SHINING PIECE OF STEEL BE SMEARED OVER WITH THE JUICE OF MUG-WORT, AND BE MADE TO FUME, IT CAUSES INVOCATED SPIRITS TO APPEAR. THERE ARE SOME PERFUMES, OR SUFFUMIGATIONS AND UNCTIONS, WHICH MAKE MEN SPEAK IN THEIR SLEEP, WALK, AND DO THOSE THINGS THAT ARE DONE BY MEN THAT ARE AWAKE, AND OFTEN WHAT, WHEN AWAKE, THEY CANNOT, OR DARE NOT DO; OTHERS, AGAIN, MAKE MEN HEAR HORRID OR DELIGHTFUL SOUNDS, NOISES, AND THE LIKE. AND, IN SOME MEASURE, THIS IS THE CAUSE WHY MAD AND MELANCHOLY MEN BELIEVE THEY HEAR AND SEE THINGS EQUALLY FALSE AND IMPROBABLE, FALLING INTO MOST GROSS AND PITIFUL DELUSIONS, FEARING WHERE NO FEAR IS, AND ANGRY WHERE THERE IS NONE TO CONTEND. SUCH [SEXUAL] PASSIONS AS THESE WE CAN INDUCE BY MAGICAL VAPORS, CONFECTIONS, PERFUMES, COLLYRIES, UNGUENTS, POTIONS, POISONS, LAMPS, LIGHTS, LIKEWISE BY MIRRORS, IMAGES, ENCHANTMENTS, CHARMS, SOUNDS, AND MUSIC; ALSO BY DIVERS RITES, OBSERVATIONS, CEREMONIES, RELIGION.
CHAP. V. OF MAGICAL SUSPENSIONS AND ALLIGATIONS--SHEWING HOW, AND BY WHAT POWER, THEY RECEIVE VIRTUE, AND ARE EFFICACIOUS IN NATURAL MAGIC
WHEN THE SOUL OF THE WORLD, BY ITS VIRTUE, DOTH MAKE ALL THINGS (THAT ARE NATURALLY GENERATED, OR ARTIFICIALLY MADE) FRUITFUL, BY SEALING AND IMPRESSING ON THEM CELESTIAL VIRTUES FOR THE WORKING OF SOME WONDERFUL EFFECT, THEN THINGS THEMSELVES NOT ONLY APPLIED BY COLLYRY, OR SUFFUME, OR OINTMENT, OR ANY OTHER SUCH LIKE WAY; BUT WHEN THEY ARE CONVENIENTLY BOUND TO, OR WRAPPED UP, OR SUSPENDED ABOUT THE NECK, OR ANY OTHER WAY APPLIED, ALTHOUGH BY EVER SO EASY A CONTACT, THEY DO IMPRESS THEIR VIRTUE UPON US: BY THESE ALLIGATIONS, THEREFORE, THE ACCIDENTS OF THE BODY AND MIND ARE CHANGED INTO SICKNESS OR HEALTH, VALOR, FEAR, SADNESS OR JOY, AND THE LIKE; THEY RENDER THOSE THAT CARRY THEM, GRACIOUS, TERRIBLE, ACCEPTABLE, REJECTED, HONORED, BELOVED, OR HATEFUL AND ABOMINABLE. NOW THESE KIND OF PASSIONS ARE CONCEIVED TO BE INFUSED NO OTHERWISE THAN IS MANIFEST IN THE GRAFTING OF TREES, WHERE THE VITAL LIFE AND VIRTUE IS COMMUNICATED FROM THE TRUNK TO THE TWIG ENGRAFTED INTO IT, BY WAY OF CONTACT AND ALLIGATION; SO IN THE FEMALE PALM-TREE, WHEN SHE COMES NEAR TO THE MALE, HER BOUGHS BEND TO THE MALE, WHICH THE GARDENER SEEING, HE BINDS THEM TOGETHER BY ROPES ACROSS, BUT SOON BECOMES STRAIGHT, AS IF BY THE CONTINUATION OF THE ROPE SHE HAD RECEIVED A PROPAGATING VIRTUE FROM THE MALE. AND IT IS SAID, IF A WOMAN TAKES A NEEDLE, AND BEWRAY IT WITH DUNG, AND PUT IT UP IN EARTH IN WHICH THE CARCASS OF A MAN HAS BEEN BURIED, AND CARRY IT ABOUT HER IN A PIECE OF CLOTH USED AT A FUNERAL, NO MAN CAN DEFILE HER AS LONG AS SHE CARRIES THAT. NOW BY THESE EXAMPLES WE SEE HOW, BY CERTAIN ALLIGATIONS OF CERTAIN THINGS, ALSO SUSPENSIONS, OR BY THE MOST SIMPLE CONTACT OR CONTINUATION OF ANY THREAD, WE MAY BE ABLE TO RECEIVE SOME VIRTUES THEREBY; BUT IT IS NECESSARY TO KNOW THE CERTAIN RULE OF MAGICAL ALLIGATION AND SUSPENSION; AND THE MANNER THAT THE ART REQUIRES IS THIS, VIZ. THAT THEY MUST BE DONE UNDER A CERTAIN AND SUITABLE CONSTELLATION; AND THEY MUST BE DONE WITH WIRE, OR SILKEN THREADS, OR SINEWS OF CERTAIN ANIMALS; AND THOSE THINGS THAT ARE TO BE WRAPPED UP, ARE TO BE DONE IN THE LEAVES OF HERBS, OR SKINS OF ANIMALS, OR MEMBRANEOUS PARCHMENTS, &C. FOR, IF YOU WOULD PROCURE THE SOLARY VIRTUE OF ANY THING, THIS IS TO BE WRAPPED UP IN BAY LEAVES, OR THE SKIN OF A LION, HUNG ROUND THE NECK WITH GOLD, SILK, OR PURPLE OR YELLOW THREAD: WHILE THE SUN REIGNS IN THE HEAVENS, SO SHALT THOU BE ENDUED WITH THE VIRTUE OF THAT THING. SO IF A SATURNINE QUALITY OR THING BE DESIRED, THOU SHALT IN LIKE MANNER TAKE THAT THING, WHILE SATURN REIGNS, AND WRAP IT UP IN THE SKIN OF AN ASS, OR IN A CLOTH USED AT A FUNERAL, ESPECIALLY IF MELANCHOLY OR SADNESS IS TO BE INDUCED, AND WITH A SAD, OR ASH, OR LEADEN, OR BLACK SILK OR THREAD, HANG IT ABOUT THY NECK; AND SO IN THE SAME MANNER WE MUST PROCEED WITH THE REST.
CHAP. VI. OF ANTIPATHIES
IT IS NECESSARY, IN THIS PLACE, TO SPEAK OF THE ANTIPATHIES OF NATURAL THINGS, SEEING IT IS REQUISITE, AS WE GO ON, TO HAVE A THOROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF THAT OBSTINATE CONTRARIETY OF NATURE, WHERE ANY THING SHUNS ITS CONTRARY, AND DRIVES IT, AS IT WERE, OUT OF ITS PRESENCE. SUCH ANTIPATHY AS THIS HAS THE ROOT RHUBARB AGAINST CHOLER; TREACLE AGAINST POISON; THE SAPPHIRE STONE AGAINST HOT BILES, FEVERISH HEATS, AND DISEASES OF THE EYES; THE AMETHYST AGAINST DRUNKENNESS; THE JASPER AGAINST THE BLOODY-FLUX AND OFFENSIVE IMAGINATIONS; THE EMERALD, AND AGNUS CASTUS AGAINST LUST; ACHATES OR AGATES AGAINST POISON; PIONY AGAINST THE FALLING SICKNESS; CORAL AGAINST THE EBULLITION OF BLACK CHOLER, AND PAINS OF THE STOMACH; THE TOPAZ AGAINST SPIRITUAL HEATS, SUCH AS ARE COVETOUSNESS, LUST, AND ALL MANNER OF [SEXUAL] LOVE EXCESSES. THE SAME ANTIPATHY IS THERE, ALSO, OF PISMIRES AGAINST THE HERB ORGAN, AND THE WING OF A BAT, AND THE HEART OF A LAPWING, FROM THE PRESENCE OF WHICH THEY FLY. ALSO, THE ORGAN IS CONTRARY TO A CERTAIN POISONOUS FLY WHICH CANNOT RESIST THE SUN, AND RESISTS SALAMANDERS, AND LOATHS CABBAGE WITH SUCH A DEADLY HATRED THAT THEY CANNOT ENDURE EACH OTHER. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] SO THEY SAY CUCUMBERS HATE OIL. AND THE GALL OF A CROW MAKES EVEN MEN FEARFUL, AND DRIVES THEM FROM THE PLACE WHEREIN IT IS PLACED. A DIAMOND DISAGREES WITH A LOADSTONE; THAT BEING PRESENT, IT SUFFERS NO IRON TO BE DRAWN TO IT. SHEEP AVOID FROG-PARSLEY AS A DEADLY THING; AND, WHAT IS MORE WONDERFUL, NATURE HATH DEPICTURED THE SIGN OF THIS ANTIPATHY UPON THE LIVERS OF SHEEP, IN WHICH THE VERY FIGURE OF FROG-PARSLEY DOTH NATURALLY APPEAR. AGAIN, GOATS HATE GARDEN-BASIL, AS IF THERE WAS NOTHING MORE PERNICIOUS. AND, AMONGST ANIMALS, MICE AND WEASELS DISAGREE; SO, A LIZARD IS OF A CONTRARY NATURE TO A SCORPION, AND INDUCES GREAT TERROR TO THE SCORPION WITH ITS VERY SIGHT, AND THEY ARE THEREFORE KILLED WITH THE OIL OF THEM; WHICH OIL WILL LIKEWISE CURE THE WOUNDS MADE BY SCORPIONS. THERE IS A GREAT ENMITY BETWEEN SCORPIONS AND MICE; THEREFORE, IF A MOUSE BE APPLIED TO THE BITE OF A SCORPION, HE CURES IT. NOTHING IS SO MUCH AN ENEMY TO SNAKES AS CRABS; AND IF SWINE BE HURT BY THEM, THEY ARE CURED BY CRABS; THE SUN, ALSO BEING IN CANCER, SERPENTS ARE TORMENTED. ALSO, THE SCORPION AND CROCODILE KILL ONE ANOTHER; AND IF THE BIRD IBIS DOES BUT TOUCH A CROCODILE WITH ONE OF HIS FEATHERS, HE MAKES HIM UNMOVABLE. THE BIRD CALLED A BUSTARD FLIES AWAY AT THE SIGHT OF A HORSE; AND A HART AT THE SIGHT OF A RAM, OR A VIPER. AN ELEPHANT TREMBLES AT THE HEARING OF THE GRUNTING OF A HOG; SO DOTH A LION AT THE CROWING OF A COCK; AND A PANTHER WILL NOT TOUCH THEM THAT ARE ANOINTED WITH THE FAT OF A HEN, ESPECIALLY IF GARLIC HAS BEEN PUT INTO IT. THERE IS ALSO AN ENMITY BETWEEN FOXES AND SWANS; BULLS AND JACKDAWS. AND SOME BIRDS ARE AT A PERPETUAL VARIANCE, AS DAWS AND OWLS; KITES AND CROWS; TURTLE AND RING-TAIL; EGEPIS AND EAGLES; ALSO, HARTS AND DRAGONS. AMONGST WATER ANIMALS, THERE IS A GREAT ANTIPATHY BETWEEN DOLPHINS AND WHIRLPOOLS; THE MULLET AND PIKE; LAMPREY AND CONGER; POURCONTREL AND LOBSTER, WHICH LATTER, BUT SEEING THE FORMER, IS NEARLY STRUCK DEAD WITH FEAR; BUT THE LOBSTER TEARS THE CONGER. THE CIVET-CAT CANNOT RESIST THE PANTHER; AND IF THE SKINS OF BOTH BE HUNG UP AGAINST EACH OTHER, THE SKIN OR HAIRS OF THE PANTHER WILL FALL OFF. APOLLO SAYS, IN HIS HIEROGLYPHICS, IF ANY ONE BE, GIRT ABOUT WITH THE SKIN OF A CIVET-CAT, HE MAY PASS SAFE THROUGH HIS ENEMIES. THE LAMB FLIES FROM THE WOLF; AND IF THE TALL, SKIN, OR HEAD OF LUPUS BE HUNG UP IN THE SHEEP’S' COT, THEY CANNOT EAT THEIR MEAT FOR VERY FEAR. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] AND PLINY MENTIONS THE BIRD CALLED THE MARLIN, THAT BREAKS THE EGGS OF THE CROW, WHOSE YOUNG ARE ANNOYED BY THE FOX; THAT SHE ALSO WILL PINCH THE WHELPS OF THE FOX, AND THE FOX LIKEWISE, WHICH, WHEN THE CROW SEES, THEY HELP THE FOX AGAINST HER AS AGAINST A COMMON ENEMY. THE LINNET LIVES IN, AND CATS THISTLES; YET SHE HATES THE ASS, BECAUSE HE CATS THE THISTLES AND FLOWERS OF THEM. THERE IS SO GREAT AN ENMITY BETWEEN THE LITTLE BIRD CALLED ESALON AND THE ASS, THAT THEIR BLOOD WILL NOT MIX; AND THAT, AT THE SIMPLE BRAYING OF THE ASS, BOTH THE ESALON'S EGGS AND YOUNG PERISH TOGETHER. THERE IS, ALSO, A TOTAL ANTIPATHY OF THE OLIVE-TREE TO THE HARLOT; THAT, IF SHE PLANTS IT, IT WILL NEITHER THRIVE NOR PROSPER, BUT WITHER. A LION FEARS LIGHTED TORCHES, AND IS TAMED BY NOTHING SOONER. THE WOLF FEARS NOT SWORD OR SPEAR, BUT A STONE; BY THE THROWING OF WHICH A WOUND BEING MADE, WORMS BREED IN THE WOLF. A HORSE FEARS A CAMEL SO MUCH THAT HE CANNOT ENDURE THE PICTURE OF THAT BEAST. AN ELEPHANT, WHEN HE RAGES, IS QUIETED BY SEEING A COCK. A SNAKE IS AFRAID OF A NAKED MAN, BUT PURSUES ONE CLOTHED. A MAD BULL IS TAMED BY BEING TIED TO A FIG-TREE. AMBER ATTRACTS ALL THINGS TO IT BUT GARDEN-BASIL, AND THINGS SMEARED WITH OIL, BETWEEN WHICH THERE IS A NATURAL ANTIPATHY.
CHAP. VII. OF THE OCCULT VIRTUES OF THINGS WHICH ARE INHERENT IN THEM ONLY IN THEIR LIFE-TIME, AND SUCH AS REMAIN IN THEM EVEN AFTER DEATH
IT IS EXPEDIENT FOR US TO KNOW THAT THERE ARE SOME THINGS WHICH RETAIN VIRTUE ONLY WHILE THEY ARE LIVING, OTHERS EVEN AFTER DEATH. SO, IN THE CHOLIC, IF A LIVE DUCK BE APPLIED TO THE BELLY, IT TAKES AWAY THE PAIN, AND THE DUCK DIES. IF YOU TAKE THE HEART OUT OF ANY ANIMAL, AND, WHILE IT IS WARM, BIND IT TO ONE THAT HAS A QUARTAN FEVER, IT DRIVES IT AWAY. SO, IF ANY ONE SHALL SWALLOW THE HEART OF A LAPWING, SWALLOW, WEASEL, OR A MOLE, WHILE IT IS YET LIVING AND WARM WITH NATURAL HEAT, IT IMPROVES HIS INTELLECT, AND HELPS HIM TO REMEMBER, UNDERSTAND, AND FORETELL THINGS TO COME. HENCE THIS GENERAL RULE, THAT WHATEVER THINGS ARE TAKEN FOR MAGICAL USES FROM ANIMALS, WHETHER THEY ARE STONES, MEMBERS, HAIR, EXCREMENTS, NAILS, OR ANY THING ELSE, THEY MUST BE TAKEN FROM THOSE ANIMALS WHILE THEY ARE YET ALIVE, AND, IF IT IS POSSIBLE, THAT THEY MAY LIVE AFTERWARDS. IF YOU TAKE THE TONGUE OF A FROG, YOU PUT THE FROG INTO WATER AGAIN;--AND DEMOCRITUS WRITES, THAT IF ANY ONE SHALL TAKE OUT THE TONGUE OF A WATER-FROG, NO OTHER PART OF THE ANIMAL STICKING TO IT, AND LAY IT UPON THE PLACE WHERE THE HEART BEATS OF A WOMAN, SHE IS COMPELLED, AGAINST HER WILL, TO ANSWER WHATSOEVER YOU SHALL ASK OF HER. ALSO, TAKE THE EYES OF A FROG, WHICH MUST BE EXTRACTED BEFORE SUN-RISE, AND BOUND TO THE SICK PARTY, AND THE FROG TO BE LET GO AGAIN BLIND INTO THE WATER, THE PARTY SHALL BE CURED OF A TERTIAN AGUE; ALSO, THE SAME WILL, BEING BOUND WITH THE FLESH OF A NIGHTINGALE IN THE SKIN OF A HART, KEEP A PERSON ALWAYS WAKEFUL WITHOUT SLEEPING. ALSO, THE ROE OF THE FORK FISH BEING BOUND TO THE NAVEL, IS SAID TO CAUSE WOMEN AN EASY CHILD-BIRTH, IF IT BE TAKEN FROM IT ALIVE, AND THE FISH PUT INTO THE SEA AGAIN. SO, THE RIGHT EYE OF A SERPENT BEING APPLIED TO THE SORENESS OF THE EYES, CURES THE SAME, IF THE SERPENT BE LET GO ALIVE. SO, LIKEWISE, THE TOOTH OF A MOLE, BEING TAKEN OUT ALIVE, AND AFTERWARDS LET GO, CURES THE TOOTH-ACHE; AND DOGS WILL NEVER BARK AT THOSE WHO HAVE THE TAIL OF A WEASEL THAT HAS ESCAPED. DEMOCRITUS SAYS, THAT IF THE TONGUE OF THE CHAMELEON BE TAKEN ALIVE, IT CONDUCES TO GOOD SUCCESS IN TRIALS, AND LIKEWISE TO WOMEN IN LABOR; BUT IT MUST BE HUNG UP ON SOME PART OF THE OUTSIDE OF THE HOUSE, OTHERWISE, IF BROUGHT INTO THE HOUSE, IT MIGHT BE MOST DANGEROUS. THERE ARE VERY MANY PROPERTIES THAT REMAIN AFTER DEATH; AND THESE ARE THINGS IN WHICH THE IDEA OF THE MATTER IS LESS SWALLOWED UP, ACCORDING. TO PLATO, IN THEM: EVEN AFTER DEATH, THAT WHICH IS IMMORTAL IN THEM WILL WORK SOME WONDERFUL THINGS: AS IN THE SKINS WE HAVE MENTIONED OF SEVERAL WILD BEASTS, WHICH WILL CORRODE AND EAT ONE ANOTHER AFTER DEATH; ALSO, A DRUM MADE OF THE ROCKET-FISH DRIVES AWAY ALL CREEPING THINGS AT WHAT DISTANCE SOEVER THE SOUND OF IT IS HEARD; AND THE STRINGS OF AN INSTRUMENT MADE OF THE GUTS OF A WOLF, AND BEING STRAINED UPON A HARP OR LUTE, WITH STRINGS MADE OF SHEEP-GUTS, WILL MAKE NO HARMONY,
CHAP. VIII. OF THE WONDERFUL VIRTUES OF SOME KIND OF PRECIOUS STONES
IT IS A COMMON OPINION OF MAGICIANS, THAT STONES INHERIT GREAT VIRTUES, WHICH THEY RECEIVE THROUGH THE SPHERES AND ACTIVITY OF THE CELESTIAL INFLUENCES, BY THE MEDIUM OF THE SOUL OR SPIRIT OF THE WORLD. AUTHORS VERY MUCH DISAGREE IN RESPECT OF THE PROBABILITY OF THEIR ACTUALLY HAVING SUCH VIRTUES IN POTENTIA, SOME DEBATING WARMLY AGAINST ANY OCCULT OR SECRET VIRTUE LYING HID IN THEM; OTHERS, AS WARMLY, SHEWING THE CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF THESE SYMPATHETIC PROPERTIES. HOWEVER, TO LEAVE THESE TRIFLING ARGUMENTS TO THOSE WHO LOVE CAVIL AND CONTENTIONS BETTER THAN I DO, AND, AS I HAVE NEITHER LEISURE NOR INCLINATION TO ENTER THE LISTS WITH SOPHISTS, AND TONGUE-PHILOSOPHERS; I SAY, THAT THESE OCCULT VIRTUES ARE DISPOSED THROUGHOUT THE ANIMAL, VEGETABLE, AND MINERAL KINGDOMS, BY SEEDS, OR IDEAS ORIGINALLY EMANATING FROM THE DIVINE MIND, AND THROUGH SUPER-CELESTIAL SPIRITS AND INTELLIGENCE ALWAYS OPERATING, ACCORDING TO THEIR PROPER OFFICES AND GOVERNMENTS ALLOTTED THEM; WHICH VIRTUES ARE INFUSED, AS WE BEFORE SAID, THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF THE UNIVERSAL SPIRIT, AS BY A GENERAL AND MANIFEST SYMPATHY AND ANTIPATHY ESTABLISHED IN THE LAW OF NATURE. AMONGST A VARIETY OF EXAMPLES, THE LOADSTONE IS ONE MOST REMARKABLE PROOF OF THE SYMPATHY AND ANTIPATHY WE SPEAK OF. HOWEVER, TO HASTEN TO THE POINT. AMONGST STONES, THOSE WHICH RESEMBLE THE RAYS OF THE SUN BY THEIR GOLDEN SPARKLING’S, (AS DOES THE GLITTERING STONE AETITES) PREVENT THE FAILING-SICKNESS AND POISONS, IF WORN ON THE FINGER; SO THE STONE WHICH IS CALLED OCULIS SOLIS, OR EYE OF THE SUN, BEING IN FIGURE LIKE TO THE APPLE OF THE EYE, FROM WHICH SHINES FORTH A RAY, COMFORTS THE BRAIN, AND STRENGTHENS SIGHT; THE CARBUNCLE, WHICH SHINES BY NIGHT, HATH A VIRTUE AGAINST ALL AIRY AND VAPOROUS POISONS; THE CHRYSOLITE STONE, OF A LIGHT GREEN COLOR, WHEN HELD AGAINST THE SUN, THERE SHINES IN IT A RAY LIKE A STAR OF GOLD; THIS IS SINGULARLY GOOD FOR THE LUNGS, AND CURES ASTHMATICAL COMPLAINTS; AND IF IT BE BORED THROUGH, AND THE HOLLOW FILLED WITH THE MANE OF AN ASS, AND BOUND TO THE LEFT ARM, IT CHASES AWAY ALL FOOLISH AND IDLE IMAGINATIONS AND MELANCHOLY FEARS, AND DRIVES AWAY FOLLY. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] THE STONE CALLED IRIS, WHICH IS LIKE CRYSTAL IN COLOR, BEING FOUND WITH SIX CORNERS, WHEN HELD IN THE SHADE, AND THE SUN SUFFERED TO SHINE THROUGH IT, REPRESENTS A NATURAL RAINBOW IN THE AIR. THE STONE HELIOTROPIUM, GREEN, LIKE A JASPER OR EMERALD, BESET WITH RED SPECKS, MAKES THE WEARER CONSTANT, RENOWNED, AND FAMOUS, AND CONDUCES TO LONG LIFE; THERE IS, LIKEWISE, ANOTHER WONDERFUL PROPERTY IN THIS STONE, AND THAT IS, THAT IT SO DAZZLES THE EYES OF MEN, THAT IT CAUSES THE BEARER TO BE INVISIBLE; BUT THEN THERE MUST BE APPLIED TO IT THE HERB BEARING THE SAME NAME, VIZ. HELIOTROPIUM, OR THE SUN-FLOWER; AND THESE KIND OF VIRTUES ALBERTUS MAGNUS, AND WILLIAM OF PARIS, MENTION IN THEIR WRITINGS. THE JACINTH ALSO POSSESSES VIRTUE FROM THE SUN AGAINST POISONS, PESTILENCES, AND PESTIFEROUS VAPORS; LIKEWISE, IT RENDERS THE BEARER PLEASANT AND ACCEPTABLE; CONDUCES, ALSO, TO GAIN MONEY; BEING SIMPLY HELD IN THE MOUTH, IT WONDERFULLY CHEERS THE HEART, AND STRENGTHENS THE MIND. THEN THERE IS THE PYROPHILUS, OF A RED MIXTURE, WHICH ALBERTUS MAGNUS REPORTS THAT ÆSCULAPIUS MAKES MENTION OF IN ONE OF HIS EPISTLES TO OCTAVIUS CAESAR, SAYING, "THERE IS A CERTAIN POISON, SO INTENSELY COLD, WHICH PRESERVES THE HEART OF MAN, BEING TAKEN OUT, FROM BURNING; SO THAT IF IT BE PUT INTO THE FIRE FOR ANY TIME, IT IS TURNED INTO A STONE, WHICH STONE IS CALLED PYROPHILUS:" IT POSSESSES A WONDERFUL VIRTUE AGAINST POISON; AND IT INFALLIBLY RENDERS THE WEARER THEREOF RENOWNED AND DREADFUL TO HIS ENEMIES. APOLLONIUS IS REPORTED TO HAVE FOUND A STONE CALLED PANTAURA, (WHICH WILL ATTRACT OTHER STONES, AS THE LOADSTONE DOES IRON) MOST POWERFUL AGAINST ALL POISONS: IT IS SPOTTED LIKE THE PANTHER, AND THEREFORE SOME NATURALISTS HAVE GIVEN THIS STONE THE NAME OF PANTHERUS: AARON CALLS IT EVANTHUM; AND SOME, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS VARIETY, CALL IT PANTOCHRAS.
CHAP. IX. OF THE MIXTURES OF NATURAL THINGS ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND THE PRODUCING OF MONSTROUS ANIMALS, BY THE APPLICATION OF NATURAL MAGIC
MAGICIANS, STUDENTS, AND OBSERVERS OF THE OPERATIONS OF NATURE, KNOW HOW, BY THE APPLICATION OF ACTIVE FORMS TO A MATTER FITLY DISPOSED, AND MADE, AS IT WERE, A PROPER RECIPIENT, TO EFFECT MANY WONDERFUL AND UNCOMMON THINGS THAT SEEM STRANGE, AND ABOVE NATURE, BY GATHERING THIS AND THAT THING BENEFICIAL AND CONDUCIVE TO THAT EFFECT WHICH WE DESIRE; HOWEVER, IT IS EVIDENT THAT ALL THE POWERS AND VIRTUES OF THE INFERIOR BODIES ARE NOT FOUND COMPREHENDED IN ANY ONE SINGLE THING, BUT ARE DISPERSED AMONGST MANY OF THE COMPOUNDS HERE AMONGST US; WHEREFORE IT IS NECESSARY, IF THERE BE A HUNDRED VIRTUES OF THE SUN DISPERSED THROUGH SO MANY ANIMALS, PLANTS, METALS, OR STONES, WE SHOULD GATHER ALL THESE TOGETHER, AND BRING THEM ALL INTO ONE FORM, IN WHICH WE SHALL SEE ALL THE SAID VIRTUES, BEING UNITED, CONTAINED. NOW THERE IS A DOUBLE VIRTUE IN COMMIXING: ONE, VIZ. WHICH WAS ONCE PLANTED IN ITS PARTS, AND IS CELESTIAL; THE OTHER IS OBTAINED BY A CERTAIN ARTIFICIAL MIXTURE OF THINGS, MIXED AMONG THEMSELVES, ACCORDING TO A DUE PROPORTION, SUCH AS AGREE WITH THE HEAVENS UNDER A CERTAIN CONSTELLATION; AND THIS VIRTUE DESCENDS BY A CERTAIN SIMILITUDE OR LIKENESS THAT IS IN THINGS AMONGST THEMSELVES, BY WHICH THEY ARE DRAWN OR ATTRACTED TOWARDS THEIR SUPERIORS, AND AS MUCH AS THE FOLLOWING DO BY DEGREES CORRESPOND WITH THEM THAT GO BEFORE, WHERE THE PATIENT IS FITLY APPLIED TO ITS AGENT. SO, FROM A CERTAIN COMPOSITION OF HERBS, VAPORS, AND SUCH LIKE, MADE ACCORDING TO THE RULES OF NATURAL AND CELESTIAL MAGIC, THERE RESULTS A CERTAIN COMMON FORM; OF WHICH WE SHALL DELIVER THE TRUE AND INFALLIBLE RULES AND EXPERIMENTS IN OUR SECOND BOOK, WHERE WE HAVE WRITTEN EXPRESSLY ON THE SAME. WE OUGHT, LIKEWISE, TO UNDERSTAND THAT BY HOW MUCH MORE NOBLE AND EXCELLENT THE FORM OF ANY THING IS, BY SO MUCH THE MORE IT IS PRONE, AND APT TO RECEIVE, AND POWERFUL TO ACT. THEN THE VIRTUE OF THINGS, DO INDEED BECOME WONDERFUL; VIZ. WHEN THEY ARE APPLIED TO MATTERS, MIXED AND PREPARED IN FIT SEASONS TO GIVE THEM LIFE, BY PROCURING LIFE FOR THEM FROM THE STARS, OUR OWN SPIRIT POWERFULLY CO-OPERATING THEREWITH; FOR THERE IS SO GREAT A POWER IN PREPARED MATTERS, WHICH WE SEE DO THEN RECEIVE LIFE, WHEN A PERFECT MIXTURE OF QUALITIES DO BREAK THE FORMER CONTRARIETY; FOR SO MUCH THE MORE PERFECT LIFE THINGS RECEIVE, BY AS MUCH THE TEMPER AND COMPOSITION IS FREE FROM CONTRARIETY. NOW THE HEAVENS, AS A PREVAILING CAUSE, DO, FROM THE BEGINNING OF EVERY THING, (TO BE GENERATED BY THE CONCOCTION AND PERFECT DIGESTION OF THE MATTER) TOGETHER WITH LIFE, BESTOW CELESTIAL INFLUENCES AND WONDERFUL GIFTS, ACCORDING TO THE CAPACITY THAT IS IN THAT LIFE AND SENSIBLE SOUL TO RECEIVE MORE NOBLE AND SUBLIME VIRTUES. FOR THE CELESTIAL VIRTUE OTHERWISE LIES ASLEEP, AS SULPHUR KEPT FROM FLAME; BUT IN LIVING BODIES IT DOTH ALWAYS BURN, AS KINDLED SULPHUR, WHICH, BY ITS VAPOR, FILLS ALL THE PLACES THAT ARE NEAR. THERE IS A BOOK CALLED, "A BOOK OF THE LAWS OF PLUTO," WHICH SPEAKS OF MONSTROUS GENERATIONS, WHICH ARE NOT PRODUCED ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF NATURE. OF THESE THINGS WHICH FOLLOW WE KNOW TO BE TRUE; VIZ. OF WORMS ARE GENERATED GNATS; OF A HORSE, WASPS; OF A CALF AND OX, BEES. TAKE A LIVING CRAB, HIS LEGS BEING BROKEN OFF, AND HE BURIED UNDER THE EARTH, A SCORPION IS PRODUCED. IF A DUCK BE DRIED INTO POWDER, AND PUT INTO WATER, FROGS ARE SOON GENERATED; BUT IF HE BE BAKED IN A PIE, AND CUT INTO PIECES, AND BE PUT IN A MOIST PLACE UNDER GROUND, TOADS ARE GENERATED. OF THE HERB GARDEN-BASIL, BRUISED, AND PUT BETWEEN TWO STONES, ARE GENERATED SCORPIONS. OF THE HAIRS OF A MENSTRUOUS WOMAN, PUT UNDER DUNG, ARE BRED SERPENTS; AND THE HAIR OF A HORSE'S TAIL, PUT INTO WATER, RECEIVES LIFE, AND IS TURNED INTO A MOST PERNICIOUS WORM. AND THERE IS AN ART WHEREWITH A HEN, SITTING UPON EGGS, MAY BE GENERATED THE FORM OF A MAN, WHICH I MYSELF KNOW HOW TO DO, AND WHICH MAGICIANS CALL THE MANDRAKE, AND IT HATH, IN IT, WONDERFUL VIRTUES. YOU MUST, THEREFORE, KNOW WHICH AND WHAT KIND OF MATTERS ARE EITHER OF ART OR NATURE, BEGUN OR PERFECTED, OR COMPOUNDED OF MORE THINGS, AND WHAT CELESTIAL INFLUENCES THEY ARE ABLE TO RECEIVE. FOR A CONGRUITY OF NATURAL THINGS IS SUFFICIENT FOR THE RECEIVING OF INFLUENCE FROM CELESTIAL BECAUSE, NOTHING HINDERING, THE CELESTIALS SEND FORTH THEIR LIGHT UPON INFERIORS THEY SUFFER NO MATTER TO BE DESTITUTE OF THEIR VIRTUE. WHEREFORE AS MUCH MATTER AS IS PERFECT AND [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] PURE IS, AS WE BEFORE SAID, FITTED TO RECEIVE CELESTIAL INFLUENCES; FOR THAT IS THE BINDING AND CONTINUING OF THE MATTER OF THE SOUL TO THE WORLD, WHICH DOTH DAILY FLOW IN UPON THINGS NATURAL, AND ALL THINGS WHICH NATURE HATH PREPARED, THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT A PREPARED MATTER SHOULD NOT RECEIVE LIFE, OR A MORE NOBLE FORM.
CHAP. X. OF THE ART OF FASCINATION, BINDING, SORCERIES, MAGICAL CONFECTIONS, LIGHTS, CANDLES, LAMPS, BEING THE CONCLUSION OF THE NATURAL MAGIC
WE HAVE SO FAR SPOKEN CONCERNING THE GREAT VIRTUES, AND WONDERFUL EFFICACY, OF NATURAL THINGS; IT REMAINS NOW THAT WE SPEAK OF A WONDERFUL POWER AND FACULTY OF FASCINATION; OR, MORE PROPERLY, A MAGICAL AND OCCULT BINDING OF MEN INTO LOVE OR HATRED, SICKNESS OR HEALTH; ALSO, THE BINDING OF THIEVES, THAT THEY CANNOT STEAL IN ANY PLACE; OR TO BIND THEM THAT THEY CANNOT REMOVE, FROM WHENCE THEY MAY BE DETECTED; THE BINDING OF MERCHANTS, THAT THEY CANNOT BUY NOR SELL;--THE BINDING OF AN ARMY, THAT THEY CANNOT PASS OVER ANY BOUNDS; THE BINDING OF SHIPS, SO THAT NO WIND, THOUGH EVER SO STRONG, SHALL BE ABLE TO CARRY THEM OUT OF THAT HARBOR; THE BINDING OF A MILL, THAT IT CANNOT, BY ANY MEANS WHATSOEVER, BE TURNED TO WORK; THE BINDING OF A CISTERN, OR FOUNTAIN, THAT THE WATER CANNOT BE DRAWN UP OUT OF THEM; THE BINDING OF THE GROUND, SO THAT NOTHING WILL BRING FORTH FRUIT, OR FLOURISH IN IT; ALSO, THAT NOTHING CAN BE BUILT UPON IT; THE BINDING OF FIRE, THAT, THOUGH IT BE EVER SO STRONG, IT SHALL BURN NO COMBUSTIBLE THING THAT IS PUT TO IT; ALSO, THE BINDING OF LIGHTNINGS AND TEMPESTS, THAT THEY SHALL DO NO HURT; THE BINDING OF DOGS, THAT THEY CANNOT BARK; ALSO, THE BINDING OF BIRDS AND WILD BEASTS, THAT THEY SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO RUN OR FLY AWAY; AND THINGS FAMILIAR TO THESE, WHICH ARE HARDLY CREDITABLE, YET KNOWN BY EXPERIENCE. NOW HOW IT IS THAT THESE, KIND OF BINDING’S ARE MADE AND BROUGHT TO PASS, WE MUST KNOW. THEY ARE THUS DONE: BY SORCERIES, COLLYRIES, UNGUENTS, POTIONS, BINDING TO AND HANGING UP OF TALISMANS, BY CHARMS, INCANTATIONS, STRONG IMAGINATIONS, AFFECTIONS, PASSIONS, IMAGES, CHARACTERS, ENCHANTMENTS, IMPRECATIONS, LIGHTS, AND BY SOUNDS, NUMBERS, WORDS, NAMES, INVOCATIONS, SWEARING’S, CONJURATIONS, CONSECRATIONS, AND THE LIKE.
OF SORCERIES
THE FORCE OF SORCERIES, ARE NO DOUBT, VERY POWERFUL; INDEED, THEY ARE ABLE TO CONFOUND, SUBVERT, CONSUME, AND CHANGE ALL INFERIOR THINGS; LIKEWISE, THERE ARE SORCERIES BY WHICH WE CAN SUSPEND THE FACULTIES OF MEN AND BEASTS. NOW, AS WE HAVE PROMISED, WE WILL SHEW WHAT SOME OF THESE, KIND OF SORCERIES ARE, THAT, BY THE EXAMPLE OF THESE, THERE MAY BE A WAY OPENED FOR THE WHOLE SUBJECT OF THEM. OF THESE, THE FIRST IS MENSTRUOUS BLOOD, WHICH, HOW MUCH POWER IT HAS IN SORCERY, WE WILL NOW CONSIDER: FIRST, IF IT COMES OVER NEW WINE, IT WILL TURN IT SOUR; AND IF IT DOES BUT TOUCH A VINE, IT WILL SPOIL IT FOR EVER; AND, BY ITS VERY TOUCH, IT RENDERS ALL PLANTS AND TREES BARREN, AND THOSE NEWLY SET, DIE; IT BURNS UP ALL THE HERBS IN THE GARDEN, AND MAKES FRUIT FALL FROM TREES; IT MAKES DIM THE BRIGHTNESS OF A LOOKING-GLASS, DULLS THE EDGES OF KNIVES AND RAZORS, DIMS THE BEAUTY OF POLISHED IVORY, AND MAKES IRON RUSTY; IT LIKEWISE MAKES BRASS RUSTY, AND TO SMELL VERY STRONG; BY THE TASTE, IT MAKES DOGS RUN MAD, AND, BEING THUS MAD, IF THEY ONCE BITE ANY ONE, THAT WOUND IS INCURABLE; IT DESTROYS WHOLE HIVES OF BEES, AND DRIVES THEM AWAY, IF IT DOES BUT TOUCH THEM; IT MAKES LINEN BLACK THAT IS BOILED WITH IT; IT MAKES MARES CAST THEIR FOALS BY TOUCHING THEM WITH IT, AND WOMEN MISCARRY; IT MAKES ASSES BARREN IF THEY CAT OF THE CORN TOUCHED BY IT. THE ASHES OF MENSTRUOUS CLOTHES CAST UPON PURPLE GARMENTS, THAT ARE TO BE WASHED, CHANGE THEIR COLOR, AND LIKEWISE TAKE AWAY THE COLOR OF FLOWERS. IT ALSO DRIVES AWAY TERTIAN AND QUARTAN AGUES, IF IT BE PUT INTO THE WOOL OF A BLACK RAM, AND TIED UP IN A SILVER BRACELET; AS ALSO IF THE SOLES OF THE PATIENT'S FEET BE ANOINTED THEREWITH, AND ESPECIALLY IF IT BE DONE BY THE WOMAN HERSELF, THE PATIENT NOT KNOWING WHAT SHE USES. IT LIKEWISE CURES THE FALLING SICKNESS; BUT MOST ESPECIALLY IT CURES THEM THAT ARE AFRAID OF WATER OR DRINK AFTER THEY ARE BITTEN BY A MAD DOG, IF ONLY A MENSTRUOUS CLOTH BE PUT UNDER THE CUP. LIKEWISE, IF A MENSTRUOUS WOMAN SHALL WALK NAKED, BEFORE SUN-RISE, IN A FIELD OF STANDING CORN, ALL HURTFUL THINGS PERISH; BUT IF AFTER SUN-RISE, THE CORN WITHERS; ALSO, THEY ARE ABLE TO EXPEL HAIL, RAIN, THUNDERS, AND LIGHTNINGS; MORE OF WHICH PLINY MENTIONS. KNOW THIS, THAT IF THEY HAPPEN AT THE DECREASE OF THE MOON, THEY ARE A MUCH GREATER POISON THAN IN THE INCREASE, AND YET MUCH GREATER IF THEY HAPPEN BETWEEN THE DECREASE AND CHANGE; BUT IF THEY HAPPEN IN THE ECLIPSE OF THE SUN OR MOON, THEY ARE A MOST INCURABLE AND VIOLENT POISON. BUT THEY ARE OF THE GREATEST FORCE WHEN THEY HAPPEN IN THE FIRST YEARS OF THE VIRGINITY, FOR THEN IF THEY BUT TOUCH THE DOOR-POSTS OF A HOUSE, NO MISCHIEF CAN TAKE EFFECT IN IT. AND SOME SAY THAT THE THREADS OF ANY GARMENT TOUCHED THEREWITH CANNOT BE BURNT, AND IF THEY ARE CAST INTO A FIRE, IT WILL SPREAD NO FARTHER. ALSO, IT IS NOTED, THAT THE ROOT OF PIONY BEING GIVEN WITH CASTOR, AND SMEARED OVER WITH A MENSTRUOUS CLOTH, IT CERTAINLY CURES THE FALLING SICKNESS. AGAIN, LET THE STOMACH OF A HART BE ROASTED, AND TO IT BE PUT A PERFUME MADE WITH A MENSTRUOUS CLOTH; IT WILL MAKE CROSS-BOWS USELESS FOR THE KILLING OF ANY GAME. THE HAIRS OF A MENSTRUOUS WOMAN, PUT UNDER DUNG, BREEDS SERPENTS; AND IF THEY ARE BURNT, WILL DRIVE AWAY SERPENTS WITH THE FUME. SO GREAT AND POWERFUL A POISON IS IN THEM, THAT THEY ARE A POISON TO POISONOUS CREATURES. WE NEXT COME TO SPEAK OF HIPPOMANES, WHICH, AMONGST SORCERIES, ARE NOT ACCOUNTED THE LEAST: AND THIS IS A LITTLE VENOMOUS PIECE OF FLESH, THE SIZE OF A FIG, AND BLACK, WHICH IS IN THE FOREHEAD OF A COLT NEWLY FOALED, WHICH, UNLESS THE MARE HERSELF DOTH PRESENTLY EAT, SHE WILL HARDLY EVER LOVE HER FOLES, OR LET THEM SUCK; AND THIS IS A MOST POWERFUL PHILTER TO CAUSE LOVE, IF IT BE POWDERED, AND DRANK IN A CUP WITH THE BLOOD OF HIM THAT IS IN LOVE: SUCH A POTION WAS GIVEN TO MEDEA BY JASON. THERE IS ANOTHER SORCERY WHICH IS CALLED HIPPOMANES, VIZ. A VENOMOUS LIQUOR ISSUING OUT OF THE SHARE OF A MARE AT THE TIME SHE LUSTS AFTER THE HORSE. THE CIVET-CAT, ALSO, ABOUNDS WITH SORCERIES; FOR THE POSTS OF A DOOR BEING TOUCHED WITH HER BLOOD, THE ARTS OF JUGGLERS AND SORCERERS ARE SO INVALID THAT EVIL SPIRITS CAN BY NO MEANS BE CALLED UP, OR COMPELLED TO TALK WITH THEM: THIS IS PLINY'S REPORT. ALSO, THOSE THAT ARE ANOINTED WITH THE OIL OF HER LEFT FOOT, BEING BOILED WITH THE ASHES OF THE ANKLE BONE OF THE SAME AND THE BLOOD OF A WEASEL, SHALL BECOME ODIOUS TO ALL. THE SAME, ALSO, IS TO BE DONE WITH THE EYE BEING DECOCTED. IF ANY ONE HATH A LITTLE OF THE STRAIT-GUT OF THIS ANIMAL ABOUT HIM, AND IT IS BOUND TO THE LEFT ARM, IT IS A CHARM; THAT IF HE DOES BUT LOOK UPON A WOMAN, IT WILL CAUSE HER TO FOLLOW HIM AT ALL OPPORTUNITIES; AND THE SKIN OF THIS ANIMAL'S FOREHEAD WITHSTANDS WITCHCRAFT. WE NEXT COME TO SPEAK OF THE BLOOD OF A BASILISK, WHICH MAGICIANS CALL THE BLOOD OF SATURN. THIS PROCURES (BY ITS VIRTUE) FOR HIM THAT CARRIES IT ABOUT HIM, GOOD SUCCESS OF PETITIONS FROM GREAT MEN; LIKEWISE MAKES HIM AMAZINGLY SUCCESSFUL IN THE CURE OF DISEASES, AND THE GRANT OF ANY PRIVILEGE. THEY SAY, ALSO, THAT A TIKE, IF IT BE TAKEN OUT OF THE LEFT CAR OF A DOG, AND IT BE ALTOGETHER BLACK, IF THE SICK PERSON SHALL ANSWER HIM THAT BROUGHT IT IN, AND WHO, STANDING AT HIS FEET, SHALL ASK HIM CONCERNING HIS DISEASE, THERE IS CERTAIN HOPE OF LIFE; AND THAT HE SHALL DIE IF HE MAKE HIM NO ANSWER. THEY SAY, ALSO, THAT A STONE BITTEN BY A MAD DOG CAUSES DISCORD, IF IT BE PUT INTO DRINKS; AND IF ANY ONE SHALL PUT THE TONGUE OF A DOG, DRIED, INTO HIS SHOE, OR SOME OF THE POWDER, NO DOG IS ABLE TO BARK AT HIM WHO HATH IT; AND MORE POWERFUL THIS, IF THE HERB HOUND'S-TONGUE BE PUT WITH IT. AND THE MEMBRANE OF THE SECUNDINE OF A BITCH [FEMALE DOG] DOES THE SAME; LIKEWISE, DOGS WILL NOT BARK AT HIM WHO HATH THE HEART OF A DOG IN HIS POCKET. THE RED TOAD (PLINY SAYS) LIVING IN BRIERS AND BRAMBLES, IS FULL OF SORCERIES, AND IS CAPABLE OF WONDERFUL THINGS: THERE IS A LITTLE BONE IN HIS LEFT SIDE, WHICH BEING CAST INTO COLD WATER, MAKES IT PRESENTLY HOT; BY WHICH, ALSO, THE RAGE OF DOGS ARE RESTRAINED, AND THEIR LOVE PROCURED, IF IT BE PUT IN THEIR DRINK, MAKING THEM FAITHFUL AND SERVICEABLE; IF IT BE BOUND TO A WOMAN, IT STIRS UP LUST. ON THE CONTRARY, THE BONE WHICH IS ON THE RIGHT SIDE MAKES HOT WATER COLD, AND IT BINDS IT SO THAT NO HEAT CAN MAKE IT HOT WHILE IT THERE REMAINS. IT IS A CERTAIN CURE FOR QUARTANS, IF IT BE BOUND TO THE SICK IN A SNAKE'S SKIN; AND LIKE WISE CURES ALL FEVERS, THE ST. ANTHONY'S FIRE, AND RESTRAINS LOVE AND LUST. AND THE SPLEEN AND HEART ARE EFFECTUAL ANTIDOTES AGAINST THE POISONS OF THE SAID TOAD. THUS, MUCH PLINY WRITES. ALSO, IT IS SAID, THAT THE SWORD WITH WHICH A MAN IS SLAIN HATH WONDERFUL POWER; FOR IF THE SNAFFLE OF A BRIDLE, OR BIT, OR SPURS, BE MADE OF IT, WITH THESE A HORSE EVER SO WILD IS TAMED, AND MADE GENTLE AND OBEDIENT. THEY SAY, IF WE DIP A SWORD, WITH WHICH ANY ONE WAS BEHEADED, IN WINE, THAT IT CURES THE QUARTAN, THE SICK BEING GIVEN TO DRINK OF IT. THERE IS A LIQUOR MADE, BY WHICH MEN ARE MADE AS RAGING AND FURIOUS AS A BEAR, IMAGINING THEMSELVES IN EVERY RESPECT TO BE CHANGED INTO ONE; AND THIS IS DONE BY DISSOLVING OR BOILING THE BRAINS AND HEART OF THAT ANIMAL IN NEW WINE, AND GIVING ANY ONE TO DRINK OUT OF A SKULL, AND, WHILE THE FORCE OF THE DRAUGHT OPERATES, HE WILL FANCY EVERY LIVING CREATURE TO BE A BEAR LIKE TO HIMSELF; NEITHER CAN ANY THING DIVERT OR CURE HIM TILL THE FUMES AND VIRTUE OF THE LIQUOR ARE ENTIRELY EXPENDED, NO OTHER DISTEMPER BEING PERCEIVABLE IN HIM. THE MOST CERTAIN CURE OF A VIOLENT HEAD-ACHE, IS TO TAKE ANY HERB GROWING UPON THE TOP OF THE HEAD OF AN IMAGE; THE SAME BEING BOUND, OR HUNG ABOUT ONE WITH A RED THREAD, IT WILL SOON ALLAY THE VIOLENT PAIN THEREOF.
OF MAGICAL LIGHTS, CANDLES, LAMPS.
THERE ARE MADE, ARTIFICIALLY, SOME KINDS OF LAMPS, TORCHES, CANDLES, AND THE LIKE, OF SOME CERTAIN AND APPROPRIATE MATERIALS AND LIQUORS OPPORTUNELY GATHERED AND COLLECTED FOR THIS PURPOSE, WHICH, WHEN THEY ARE LIGHTED AND SHINE ALONE, PRODUCE SOME WONDERFUL EFFECTS. THERE IS A POISON FROM MARES, AFTER [ANIMAL] COPULATION, WHICH, BEING LIGHTED IN TORCHES COMPOSED OF THEIR FAT AND MARROW, DOTH REPRESENT ON THE WALLS A MONSTROUS DEFORMITY OF HORSES' HEADS, WHICH THING IS BOTH EASY AND PLEASANT TO DO: THE LIKE MAY BE DONE OF ASSES AND FLIES. AND THE SKIN OF A SERPENT OR SNAKE, LIGHTED IN A GREEN LAMP, MAKES THE IMAGES OF THE SAME TO APPEAR; AND GRAPES PRODUCE THE SAME EFFECT, IF, WHEN THEY ARE IN THEIR FLOWERS, YOU SHALL TAKE A PHIAL, AND BIND IT TO THEM, FILLED WITH OIL, AND SHALL LET THEM REMAIN SO TILL THEY ARE RIPE, AND THEN THE OIL BE LIGHTED IN A LAMP, YOU SHALL SEE A PRODIGIOUS QUANTITY OF GRAPES; AND THE SAME IN OTHER FRUITS. IF CENTAURY BE MIXED WITH HONEY AND THE BLOOD OF A LAPWING, AND BE PUT IN A LAMP, THEY THAT STAND ABOUT WILL BE OF A GIGANTIC STATURE; AND IF IT BE LIGHTED IN A CLEAR EVENING, THE STARS WILL SEEM SCATTERED ABOUT. THE INK OF THE CUTTLE-FISH BEING PUT INTO A LAMP, MAKES BLACKAMOORS APPEAR. SO, ALSO, A CANDLE MADE OF SOME SATURNINE THINGS, SUCH AS MAN'S FAT AND MARROW, THE FAT OF A BLACK CAT, WITH THE BRAINS OF A CROW OR RAVEN, WHICH BEING EXTINGUISHED IN THE MOUTH OF A MAN LATELY DEAD, WILL AFTERWARDS, AS OFTEN AS IT SHINES ALONE, BRING GREAT HORROR AND FEAR UPON THE SPECTATORS ABOUT IT. OF SUCH LIKE TORCHES, CANDLES, LAMPS, &C., (OF WHICH WE SHALL SPEAK FURTHER IN OUR BOOK OF MAGNETISM AND MUMMIES) HERMES SPEAKS LARGELY OF; ALSO, PLATO AND CHYRANNIDES; AND, OF THE LATER WRITERS, ALBERTUS MAGNUS MAKES PARTICULAR MENTION OF THE TRUTH AND EFFICACY OF THESE, IN A TREATISE ON THESE PARTICULAR THINGS RELATIVE TO LIGHTS.
OF THE ART OF FASCINATION, OR BINDING BY THE LOOK OR SIGHT
WE CALL FASCINATION A BINDING, BECAUSE IT IS EFFECTED BY A LOOK, GLANCE, OR OBSERVATION, IN WHICH WE TAKE POSSESSION OF THE SPIRIT, AND OVERPOWER THE SAME, OF THOSE WE MEAN TO FASCINATE OR SUSPEND; FOR IT COMES THROUGH THE EYES, AND THE INSTRUMENT BY WHICH WE FASCINATE OR BIND IS A CERTAIN, PURE, LUCID, SUBTILL SPIRIT, GENERATED OUT OF THE FERMENT OF THE PURER BLOOD BY THE HEAT OF THE HEART, AND THE FIRM, DETERMINED, AND ARDENT WILL OF THE SOUL WHICH DIRECTS IT TO THE OBJECT PREVIOUSLY DISPOSED TO BE FASCINATED. THIS DOTH ALWAYS SEND FORTH BY THE EYES, RAYS OR BEAMS, CARRYING WITH THEM A PURE SUBTILL SPIRIT OR VAPOR INTO THE EYE OR BLOOD OF HIM OR HER THAT IS OPPOSITE. SO, THE EYE, BEING OPENED AND INTENT UPON ANY ONE WITH A STRONG IMAGINATION, DOTH DART ITS BEAMS, WHICH ARE THE VEHICLE OF THE SPIRIT, INTO WHATEVER WE WILL AFFECT OR BIND, WHICH SPIRIT STRIKING THE EYE OF THEM WHO ARE FASCINATED, BEING STIRRED UP IN THE HEART AND SOUL OF HIM THAT SENDS THEM FORTH, AND POSSESSING THE BREAST OF THEM WHO ARE STRUCK, WOUNDS THEIR HEARTS, INFECTS THEIR SPIRITS, AND OVERPOWERS THEM. KNOW, LIKEWISE, THAT IN WITCHES, THOSE ARE MOST BEWITCHED, WHO, WITH OFTEN LOOKING, DIRECT THE EDGE OF THEIR SIGHT TO THE EDGE OF THE SIGHT OF THOSE WHO BEWITCH OR FASCINATE THEM; WHENCE AROSE THE SAYING OF "EVIL EYES." FOR WHEN THEIR EYES ARE RECIPROCALLY BENT ONE UPON THE OTHER, AND ARE JOINED BEAMS TO BEAMS, AND LIGHTS TO LIGHTS, THEN THE SPIRIT OF THE ONE IS JOINED TO THE SPIRIT OF THE OTHER, AND THEN ARE STRONG LIGATIONS MADE; AND MOST VIOLENT [SEXUAL] LOVE IS STIRRED UP, ONLY WITH A SUDDEN LOOKING ON, AS IT WERE, WITH THE DARTING A LOOK, OR PIERCING INTO THE VERY INMOST OF THE HEART, WHENCE THE SPIRIT AND AMOROUS BLOOD, BEING THUS WOUNDED, ARE CARRIED FORTH UPON THE LOVER, AND ENCHANTER; NO OTHERWISE THAN THE SPIRIT AND THE BLOOD OF HIM THAT IS MURDERED IS UPON THE MURDERER, WHO, IF STANDING NEAR THE BODY KILLED, THE BLOOD FLOWS AFRESH, WHICH THING HAS BEEN TRIED BY REPEATED EXPERIMENTS. SO GREAT POWER IS THERE IN FASCINATION THAT MANY UNCOMMON AND WONDERFUL THINGS ARE THEREBY EFFECTED, ESPECIALLY WHEN THE VAPORS OF THE EYES ARE SUBSERVIENT TO THE AFFECTION; THEREFORE COLLYRIES, OINTMENTS, ALLIGATIONS, ARE USED TO AFFECT AND CORROBORATE THE SPIRIT IN THIS OR THAT MANNER: TO INDUCE LOVE, THEY USE VENEREAL COLLYRIUMS, AS HIPPOMANES, BLOOD OF DOVES. TO INDUCE FEAR, THEY USE MARTIAL COLLYRIUMS, AS THE EYES OF WOLVES, BEAR'S FAT, AND THE CIVET-CAT. TO PROCURE MISERY, OR SICKNESS, THEY USE SATURNINE, AND SO ON. THUS MUCH WE HAVE THOUGHT PROPER TO SPEAK CONCERNING NATURAL MAGIC, IN WHICH WE HAVE, AS IT MAY BE SAID, ONLY OPENED THE FIRST CHAMBER OF NATURE'S STOREHOUSE; INDEED WE SHOULD HAVE INSERTED MANY MORE THINGS HERE, BUT AS THEY FALL MORE PROPERLY UNDER THE HEADS OF MAGNETISM, MUMMY, TO WHICH WE REFER THE READER, WE SHALL TAKE OUR LEAVE OF THE READER FOR THE PRESENT, THAT WE MAY GIVE HIM TIME TO BREATHE, LIKEWISE TO DIGEST WHAT HE HAS HERE FEASTED UPON; AND, WHILE HE IS PREPARING TO ENTER THE UNLOCKED CHAMBERS OF MAGIC AND NATURE, WE WILL PROCURE HIM A RICH SERVICE OF MOST DELICIOUS MEATS, FIT FOR THE HUNGRY AND THIRSTY TRAVELER THROUGH THE VAST LABYRINTHS OF WISDOM AND TRUE SCIENCE.
END OF THE NATURAL MAGIC
PART THE FIRST
OF ALCHYMY, ITS DIVINE ORIGIN.--DIFFICULTY OF ATTAINING A PERFECTION IN THE ART--WHAT AN ADEPT IS--OF THE CABALA--THE ROSIE CRUCIANS ADEPTISTS--POSSIBILITY OF BEING AN ADEPT--LIKEWISE, THAT THE LAPIS PHILOSOPHORUM EXISTS IN NATURE, AND THAT PROVED BY SUFFICIENT AUTHORITY, AND THAT THEY ARE NOT ALL IMPOSTORS WHO ARE ALCHYMISTS, OR PRETEND TO IT--THE MADNESS OF THE SCHOOLS PROVED, AND THE FOOLISHNESS OF THEIR WISDOM--THE TRIUMPH OF CHEMICAL PHILOSOPHY, OR THE HERMETIC ART PREFERABLE TO ANY OTHER
[bookmark: page_61]IT IS NOT NECESSARY HERE TO ENTER INTO A LONG DETAIL OF THE MERITS OF ALCHYMICAL AUTHORS AND PHILOSOPHERS; SUFFICE IT TO SAY, THAT ALCHYMY, THE GRAND TOUCH-STONE OF NATURAL WISDOM, IS OF DIVINE ORIGIN: IT WAS BROUGHT DOWN FROM HEAVEN BY THE ANGEL URIEL. ZOROASTER, THE FIRST PHILOSOPHER BY FIRE, MADE PURE GOLD FROM ALL THE SEVEN METALS; HE BROUGHT THE SUN TEN TIMES BRIGHTER FROM THE BED OF SATURN, AND FIXED IT WITH THE MOON, WHO THEREBY COPULATING, BEGOT A NUMEROUS OFFSPRING OF AN IMMORTAL NATURE, A PURE LIVING SPIRITUAL SUN, BURNING IN THE REFULGENCY OF ITS OWN DIVINE LIGHT, A SEED OF A SUBLIME AND FIERY NATURE, A VIGOROUS PROGENITOR. THIS ZOROASTER WAS THE FATHER OF ALCHYMY, ILLUMINED DIVINELY FROM ABOVE; HE KNEW EVERY THING, YET SEEMED TO KNOW NOTHING; HIS PRECEPTS OF ART WERE LEFT IN HIEROGLYPHICS, YET IN SUCH SORT THAT NONE BUT THE FAVORITES OF HEAVEN EVER REAPED BENEFIT THEREBY. HE WAS THE FIRST WHO ENGRAVED THE PURE CABALA IN MOST PURE GOLD, AND, WHEN HE DIED, RESIGNED IT TO HIS FATHER [STEPHEN] WHO LIVES ETERNALLY, YET BEGOT HIM NOT: THAT FATHER [STEPHEN] GIVES IT TO HIS SONS, WHO FOLLOW THE PRECEPTS OF WISDOM WITH VIGILANCE, INGENUITY, AND INDUSTRY, AND WITH A PURE, CHASTE, AND FREE MIND. HERMES, TRISMEGISTUS, GEBER, ARTEPHIUS, BACON, HELMONT, LULLY, AND BASIL VALENTINE, HAVE WRITTEN MOST PROFOUNDLY, YET ABSTRUSELY, AND ALL DECLARE NOT THE THING SOUGHT FOR. SOME SAY THEY WERE FORBIDED; OTHERS THAT THEY DECLARED IT OBVIOUSLY AND INTELLIGIBLY, YET SOME FEW LITTLE POINTS THEY KEPT TO THEMSELVES. HOWEVER FAR OFF THE MAIN POINT THEY LEAD US, OF THIS BE SURE, THAT SOMETHING VALUABLE IS TO BE DRAINED, AS IT WERE, OUT OF EACH. GEBER IS GOOD--ARTEPHIUS IS BETTER--BUT FLAMMEL IS BEST OF ALL;--AND BETTER STILL THAN THESE IS THE INSTRUCTIONS WE GIVE; FOR WITH THEM A MAN (FOLLOWING OUR DIRECTIONS) SHALL NEVER WANT GOLD; THEREFORE TO BE AN ADEPT IS POSSIBLE, BUT FIRST "SEEK THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE ADDED UNTO YOU." THIS IS TRUTH INCONTROVERTIBLE, AND HEREIN LIES A VAST SECRET--"SEEK AND YE SHALL FIND;" BUT REMEMBER, WHATSOEVER YE ASK, THAT SHALL YE RECEIVE. THE CABALA, IN ITS UTMOST PURITY, IS CONTAINED IN THE MANY PRECEPTS GIVEN IN THIS BOOK. THE CABALA ENABLES US TO UNDERSTAND--TO BRING OUR UNDERSTANDINGS TO ACT, AND, BY THAT MEANS, TO ATTAIN KNOWLEDGE; KNOWLEDGE MAKES US THE CHILDREN OF GOD--GOD MAKES WHOM HE PLEASES ADEPTS IN WISDOM. TO BE AN ADEPT, ACCORDING TO GOD'S [SEXLESS] WILL, IS NO CONTEMPTIBLE CALLING. THE NOBLE AND VIRTUOUS BRETHREN OF THE ROSY CROSS HOLDS THIS TRUTH SACRED THAT "VIRTUE FLIES FROM NO MAN;" THEREFORE HOW DESIRABLE A THING IS VIRTUE. SHE TEACHES US, FIRST, WISDOM, THEN CHARITY, LOVE, MERCY, FAITH, AND CONSTANCY; ALL THESE APPERTAIN TO VIRTUE; THEREFORE, IT IS PHYSICALLY POSSIBLE FOR ANY WELL-INCLINED MAN TO BECOME AN ADEPT, PROVIDED HE LAYS ASIDE HIS PRIDE OF REASONING, ALL OBSTINACY, BLINDNESS, HYPOCRISY, INCREDULITY, SUPERSTITION, DECEIT. AN ADEPT, THEREFORE, IS ONE WHO NOT ONLY STUDIES TO DO GOD'S [SEXLESS] WILL UPON EARTH, IN RESPECT OF HIS MORAL AND RELIGIOUS DUTIES; BUT WHO STUDIES, AND ARDENTLY PRAYS TO HIS BENEVOLENT CREATOR TO BESTOW ON HIM WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE FROM THE FULNESS OF HIS TREASURY; AND HE MEDITATES, DAY AND NIGHT, HOW HE MAY ATTAIN THE TRUE AQUA VITA--HOW HE MAY BE FILLED WITH THE GRACE OF GOD; WHICH, WHEN HE IS MADE SO HAPPY, HIS SPIRITUAL AND INTERNAL EYE IS OPEN TO A GLORIOUS PROSPECT OF MORTAL AND IMMORTAL RICHES:--HE WANTS NOT FOOD, RAIMENT, JOY, OR ANY OTHER THING--HE IS FILLED WITH THE CELESTIAL SPIRITUAL MANNA--HE ENJOYS THE MARROW AND FAT THINGS OF THE EARTH--HE TREADS THE WINE-PRESS, NOT OF THE WRATH, BUT OF THE MERCY OF GOD--HE LIVES TO THE GLORY OF GOD, AND DIES SAYING "HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, LORD OF SABAOTH! BLESSED IS THY NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], NOW AND FOR EVERMORE! AMEN." THEREFORE, TO BE AN ADEPT, AS WE HAVE BEFORE HINTED, IS TO KNOW THYSELF, FEAR GOD, AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF; AND BY THIS THOU SHALT COME TO THE FULFILMENT OF THY [SEXLESS] DESIRES, O, MAN; BUT BY NO OTHER MEANS UNDER THE SCOPE OF HEAVEN. WHEN THY SOUL SHALL BE MADE DRUNK BY THE DIVINE AMBROSIAL NECTAR, THEN SHALL THY UNDERSTANDING BE MORE CLEAR THAN THE NOONTIDE SUN;--THEN, BY THY STRONG AND SPIRITUALIZED INTELLECTUAL EYE, SHALT THOU SEE INTO THE GREAT TREASURY OF NATURE, AND THOU SHALT PRAISE GOD WITH THY WHOLE HEART;--THEN WILT THOU SEE THE FOLLY OF THE WORLD; AND THOU SHALT UNERRINGLY ACCOMPLISH THY DESIRE, AND SHALT POSSESS THE TRUE PHILOSOPHERS' STONE, TO THE PROFIT OF THY NEIGHBOR. I SAY, THOU SHALT VISIBLY AND SENSIBLY, ACCORDING TO THY CORPORAL FACULTIES; NOT IMAGINARY, NOT DELUSIVELY, BUT REAL. HELMONT, AN AUTHOR OF NO MEAN REPUTE, AVOUCHES THAT HE HAS ACTUALLY SEEN THE STONE WHICH CONVERTS BASE METALS INTO GOLD; THAT HE HAS SEEN IT WITH HIS EYES., AND HANDLED IT WITH HIS FINGERS: TAKEN FROM HIS OWN RELATION OF THE FACT; NOTWITHSTANDING KIRCHER'S DECLAMATION AGAINST THE POSSIBILITY OF OBTAINING IT, NOTING THEM ALL WHO PROFESSED ALCHYMY TO BE A SET OF IMPOSTORS AND JUGGLERS, GIVING NO BETTER AN EXPOSITION OF THEIR PROCESS OF TRANSMUTATION THAN THIS--"AN ALCHYMIST," SAYS KIRCHER, "PROCURES OR DESIRES A CRUCIBLE TO BE BROUGHT, WHEREIN IS PUT LEAD OR ANY OTHER BASE METAL, WHICH, WHILE IN FUSION, HE (THE ALCHYMIST) STIRS ABOUT WITH AN IRON ROD, AND THEN," HE SAYS, "HE DROPS IN, FROM BETWEEN HIS FINGERS, A BIT OF GOLD; AND AFTER STIRRING UP FOR SOME TIME, AND ESSAY BEING MADE, GOLD IS FOUND." THIS IS, INDEED, A VERY LAME METHOD OF EXPLODING ALCHYMY; BUT, HOWEVER, TO LEAVE KIRCHER AS MUCH IN THE DARK AS HE WAS, WE SHALL GIVE YOU VAN HELMONT'S DECLARATION, A PHILOSOPHER OF MUCH GREATER NOTE THAN THIS PSEUDO-CHEMIST KIRCHER. VAN HELMONT SAYS--"I HAVE DIVERS TIMES HANDLED THAT STONE WITH MY HANDS, AND HAVE SEEN A REAL TRANSMUTATION OF SALEABLE QUICKSILVER WITH MINE EYES, WHICH, IN PROPORTION, DID EXCEED THE POWDER WHICH MADE THE GOLD IN SOME THOUSAND DEGREES. "IT WAS OF THE COLOR THAT IS IN SAFFRON, BEING WEIGHTY IN ITS POWDER, AND SHINING LIKE BRUISED GLASS, WHEN IT SHOULD BE THE LESS EXACTLY BEATEN. BUT THERE WAS ONCE GIVEN UNTO ME THE FOURTH PART OF ONE GRAIN, (I CALL, ALSO, A GRAIN THE SIX HUNDREDTH PART OF AN OUNCE). THIS POWDER I INVOLVED IN WAX, SCRAPED OFF A CERTAIN LETTER, LEST, IN CASTING IT INTO THE CRUCIBLE, IT SHOULD BE DISPERSED, THROUGH THE SMOAK OF THE COALS; WHICH PELLET OF WAX I AFTERWARDS CAST INTO THE THREE-CORNERED VESSEL OF A CRUCIBLE UPON A POUND OF QUICKSILVER, HOT AND NEWLY BOUGHT; AND PRESENTLY THE WHOLE QUICKSILVER, WITH SOME LITTLE NOISE, STOOD STILL FROM FLOWING, AND RESIDED LIKE A LUMP; BUT THE HEAT OF THAT ARGENT VIVE WAS AS MUCH AS MIGHT FORBID MELTED LEAD FROM RECOAGULATING. THE FIRE BEING STRAIGHTWAY AFTER INCREASED UNDER THE BELLOWS, THE METAL WAS MELTED; THE WHICH, THE VESSEL OF FUSION BEING BROKEN, I FOUND TO WEIGH EIGHT OUNCES OF THE MOST-PURE GOLD. "THEREFORE, A COMPUTATION BEING MADE, A GRAIN OF THAT POWDER DOTH CONVERT NINETEEN THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED GRAINS OF IMPURE AND VOLATILE METAL, WHICH IS OBLITERABLE BY THE FIRE, INTO TRUE GOLD. "FOR THAT POWDER, BY UNITING THE AFORESAID QUICKSILVER UNTO ITSELF, PRESERVED THE SAME, AT ONE INSTANT, FROM AN ETERNAL RUST, PUTREFACTION, DEATH, AND TORTURE OF THE FIRE, HOWSOEVER MOST VIOLENT IT WAS, AND MADE IT AS AN IMMORTAL THING, AGAINST ANY VIGOR OR INDUSTRY OF ART AND FIRE, AND TRANS-CHANGED IT INTO THE VIRGIN PURITY OF GOLD; AT LEASTWISE ONE ONLY FIRE OF COALS IS REQUIRED HEREIN." BY WHICH WE SEE THAT SO LEARNED AND PROFOUND A PHILOSOPHER AS VAN HELMONT COULD NOT SO EASILY HAVE BEEN MADE TO BELIEVE THAT THERE EXISTED A POSSIBILITY OF TRANSMUTATION OF BASE METALS INTO PURE GOLD, WITHOUT HE HAD ACTUALLY PROVED THE SAME BY EXPERIMENT. AGAIN, LET THE STANDING MONUMENTS OF FLAMMEL'S LIBERAL BOUNTY TO THE POOR, THROUGH THIS MEAN, TO BE SEEN AT PARIS EVERY DAY, STAND AS A TESTIMONY TO THE TRUTH OF THE EXISTING POSSIBILITY OF TRANSMUTATION. LIKEWISE, HELMONT MENTIONS A STONE THAT HE SAW, AND HAD IN HIS POSSESSION, WHICH CURED ALL DISORDERS, THE PLAGUE NOT EXCEPTED. I SHALL RELATE THE CIRCUMSTANCE IN HIS OWN WORDS, WHICH ARE AS FOLLOW: "THERE WAS A CERTAIN IRISHMAN, WHOSE NAME WAS BUTLER, BEING SOME TIME GREAT WITH JAMES, KING OF ENGLAND, HE BEING DETAINED IN THE PRISON OF THE CASTLE OF VILVORD; AND TAKING PITY ON ONE BAILLIUS, A CERTAIN FRANCISCAN MONK, A MOST FAMOUS PREACHER OF GALLO-BRITAIN, WHO WAS ALSO IMPRISONED, HAVING AN ERISIPELAS IN HIS ARM; ON A CERTAIN EVENING, WHEN THE MONK DID ALMOST DESPAIR, HE SWIFTLY TINGED A CERTAIN LITTLE STONE IN A SPOONFUL OF ALMOND-MILK, AND PRESENTLY WITHDREW IT THENCE. SO HE SAYS TO THE KEEPER--'REACH THIS SUPPING TO THAT MONK; AND HOW MUCH SOEVER HE SHALL TAKE THEREUPON, HE SHALL BE WHOLE, AT LEAST WITHIN A SHORT HOUR'S SPACE.'--WHICH THING EVEN SO CAME TO PASS, TO THE GREAT ADMIRATION OF THE KEEPER AND THE SICK MAN, NOT KNOWING FROM WHENCE SO SUDDEN HEALTH SHONE UPON HIM, SEEING THAT HE WAS IGNORANT THAT HE HAD TAKEN ANY THING: FOR HIS LEFT ARM, BEING BEFORE HUGELY SWOLLEN, FELL DOWN AS THAT IT COULD SCARCELY BE DISCERNED FROM THE OTHER. ON THE MORNING FOLLOWING, I, BEING ENTREATED BY SOME GREAT MEN, CAME TO VILVORD, AS A WITNESS OF HIS DEEDS; THEREFORE, I CONTRACTED A FRIENDSHIP WITH BUTLER. "SOON AFTERWARDS, I SAW A POOR OLD WOMAN, A LAUNDRESS, WHO, FROM THE AGE OF SIXTEEN YEARS, HAD LABORED WITH AN INTOLERABLE MEGRIM, CURED IN MY PRESENCE. INDEED HE, BY THE WAY, LIGHTLY DIPPED THE SAME LITTLE STONE IN A SPOONFUL OF OIL OF OLIVES, AND PRESENTLY CLEANSED THE SAME STONE BY LICKING IT WITH HIS TONGUE, AND LAID IT UP INTO HIS SNUFF-BOX; BUT THAT SPOONFUL OF OIL HE POURED INTO A SMALL BOTTLE OF OIL, WHEREOF ONE ONLY DROP HE COMMANDED TO BE ANOINTED ON THE HEAD OF THE AFORESAID OLD WOMAN, WHO WAS THEREBY STRAIGHTWAY CURED, AND REMAINED WHOLE; WHICH I ATTEST I WAS AMAZED, AS IF HE WAS BECOME ANOTHER MIDAS; BUT HE, SMILING, SAID--'MY MOST DEAR FRIEND, UNLESS THOU COME HITHERTO, SO AS TO BE ABLE, BY ONE ONLY REMEDY, TO CURE EVERY DISEASE, THOU SHALT REMAIN IN THY YOUNG BEGINNINGS, HOWEVER OLD THOU SHALT BECOME.'--I EASILY ASSENTED TO THIS, BECAUSE I HAD LEARNED THAT FROM THE SECRETS OF PARACELSUS; AND BEING NOW MORE CONFIRMED BY SIGHT AND HOPE. BUT I WILLINGLY CONFESS, THAT THAT NEW MODE OF CURING WAS UNACCUSTOMED AND UNKNOWN TO ME: I THEREFORE SAID, THAT A YOUNG PRINCE OF OUR COURT, VISCOUNT OF GAUNT, BROTHER TO THE PRINCE OF EPISUOY, OF A VERY GREAT HOUSE, WAS SO WHOLLY PROSTRATED BY THE GOUT, THAT HE THENCEFORTH LAY ONLY ON ONE SIDE, BEING WRETCHED, AND DEFORMED WITH MANY KNOTS: HE, THEREFORE, TAKING HOLD OF MY RIGHT HAND, SAID--'WILT THOU THAT I CURE THE YOUNG MAN? I WILL CURE HIM FOR THY SAKE.'--'BUT,' I REPLIED, 'HE IS OF THAT OBSTINACY, THAT HE HAD RATHER DIE, THAN DRINK ONE ONLY MEDICINAL POTION.' 'BE IT SO,' SAID BUTLER; 'FOR NEITHER DO I REQUIRE ANY OTHER THING, THAN THAT HE DO, EVERY MORNING, TOUCH THIS LITTLE STONE, THOU SEE, WITH THE TOP OF HIS TONGUE; FOR AFTER THREE WEEKS FROM THENCE, LET HIM WASH THE PAINFUL AND UNPAINFUL KNOTS WITH HIS OWN URINE, AND THOU SHALT SOON AFTERWARDS SEE HIM CURED, AND SOUNDLY WALKING. GO THY WAYS, AND TELL HIM, WITH JOY, WHAT I HAVE SAID.' "I THEREFORE, BEING GLAD, RETURNED TO BRUSSELS, AND TOLD HIM WHAT BUTLER HAD SAID. "BUT THE POTENTATE ANSWERED--'GO, TELL BUTLER THAT IF HE SHALL RESTORE ME AS THOU HAST SAID, I WILL GIVE HIM AS MUCH AS HE SHALL REQUIRE;--DEMAND THE PRICE, AND I WILL WILLINGLY SEQUESTER THAT WHICH IS DEPOSITED FOR HIS SECURITY.--AND WHEN I DECLARED THE THING TO BUTLER, ON THE DAY FOLLOWING, HE WAS VERY WRATH, AND SAID--'THAT PRINCE IS MAD, OR WITLESS AND MISERABLE, AND THEREFORE WILL I NEVER HELP HIM: FOR NEITHER DO I STAND IN NEED OF HIS MONEY--NEITHER DO I YIELD--NOR AM I INFERIOR TO HIM.'--NOR COULD I EVER INDUCE HIM, AFTERWARDS, TO PERFORM WHAT BEFORE HE HAD PROMISED; WHEREFORE I BEGAN TO DOUBT WHETHER THE THINGS I HAD BEFORE SEEN WERE DREAMS. "IT HAPPENED, IN THE MEAN TIME, THAT A FRIEND, OVERSEER AND MASTER OF THE GLASS-FURNACE AT ANTWERP, BEING EXCEEDING FAT, MOST EARNESTLY REQUESTED OF BUTLER THAT HE MIGHT BE FREED FROM HIS FATNESS; UNTO WHOM BUTLER OFFERED A SMALL PIECE OF THAT LITTLE STONE, THAT HE MIGHT ONCE EVERY MORNING LICK, OR SPEEDILY TOUCH IT WITH THE TOP OF HIS TONGUE: AND, WITHIN THREE WEEKS, I SAW HIS BREAST MADE MORE STRAIT, OR NARROW, BY ONE SPAN, AND HIM TO HAVE LIVED NO LESS WHOLE AFTERWARDS. WHEREFORE I BEGAN AGAIN TO BELIEVE THAT THE AFORESAID GOUTY PRINCE MIGHT HAVE BEEN CURED, ACCORDING TO THE MANNER BUTLER HAD PROMISED. "IN THE MEAN TIME, I SENT TO VILVORD, TO BUTLER, FOR A REMEDY, IN THE CASE OF POISON GIVEN ME BY A SECRET ENEMY; FOR I MISERABLY LANGUISHED--ALL MY JOINTS WERE PAINED; AND MY PULSE, VEHEMENT, BEING AT LENGTH BECOME AN INTERMITTING ONE, DID ACCOMPANY THE FAINTING’S OF MY MIND, AND EXTINGUISHMENT OF MY STRENGTH. "BUTLER, BEING STILL DETAINED IN PRISON, COMMANDED MY HOUSEHOLD-SERVANT, WHOM I HAD SENT, THAT FORTHWITH HE SHOULD BRING UNTO HIM A SMALL BOTTLE OF OIL OF OLIVES; AND HIS LITTLE STONE, AFORESAID, BEING TINGED THEREIN, AS AT OTHER TIMES, HE SENT THAT OIL UNTO ME; AND TOLD THE SERVANT, THAT WITH ONE ONLY SMALL DROP OF THE OIL, I SHOULD ANOINT ONLY ONE PLACE OF THE PAIN, OR ALL THE PLACES, IF I WOULD; THE WHICH I DID, AND YET FELT NO HELP THEREBY. IN THE MEAN TIME, MY ENEMY, ACCORDING TO HIS LOT, BEING ABOUT TO DIE, BADE THAT PARDON SHOULD BE CRAVED OF ME FOR HIS SIN; SO I KNEW THAT I HAD TAKEN POISON, THE WHICH I SUSPECTED; AND THEREFORE, ALSO, I PROCURED WITH ALL CARE TO EXTINGUISH THE SLOW VENOM, WHICH, THROUGH THE GRACE OF GOD FAVORING ME, I ESCAPED. "SEEING THAT, AFTERWARDS, MANY OTHER CURES WERE PERFORMED UPON CERTAIN GENTLEWOMEN, I ASKED BUTLER WHY SO MANY WOMEN SHOULD BE CURED, BUT THAT I (WHILE THAT I SHARPLY CONFLICTED WITH DEATH ITSELF, BEING ALSO ENVIRONED WITH PAINS OF ALL MY JOINTS AND ORGANS) SHOULD NOT FEEL ANY EASE?--BUT HE ASKED WITH WHAT DISEASE I HAD LABORED?--AND WHEN HE UNDERSTOOD THAT POISON HAD GIVEN A BEGINNING TO THE DISEASE, HE SAID,--THAT, AS THE CAUSE HAD COME FROM WITHIN TO WITHOUT, THE OIL OUGHT TO BE TAKEN INTO THE BODY, OR THE STONE TO BE TOUCHED WITH THE TONGUE; BECAUSE THE GRIEF BEING CHERISHED WITHIN, IT WAS NOT LOCAL OR EXTERNAL; AND ALSO OBSERVED, THAT THE OIL DID, BY DEGREES, UNCLOATH ITSELF WITH THE EFFICACY OF HEALING, BECAUSE THE LITTLE STONE BEING LIGHTLY TINGED IN IT, IT HAD NOT PITHILY CHARGED THE OIL THROUGHOUT ITS WHOLE BODY, BUT HAD ONLY ENNOBLED IT WITH A DELIBLE OR OBLITERABLE BESPRINKLING OF ITS ODOR: FOR TRULY THAT STONE DID PRESENT, IN THE EYES AND TONGUE, SEA-SALT SPREAD ABROAD, OR RARIFIED; AND IT IS SUFFICIENTLY KNOWN THAT SALT IS NOT TO BE VERY INTIMATELY MIXED WITH OIL. "THIS SAME MAN, ALSO, CURED AN ABBESS, WHO, FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS, HAD HAD HER RIGHT ARM SWELLED, WITH AN ENTIRE DEPRIVATION OF MOTION, AND THE FINGERS THEREOF STIFF AND UNMOVABLE, ONLY BY THE TOUCHING OF HER TONGUE WITH THIS ADMIRABLE STONE. "BUT VERY MANY BEING PRESENT WITNESSES OF THESE SAME WONDERS, DID SUSPECT SOME HIDDEN SORCERY, OR DIABOLICAL CRAFT; FOR THE COMMON PEOPLE HAVE IT FOR AN ANCIENT CUSTOM, THAT WHATSOEVER HONEST THING THEIR IGNORANCE HAS DETERMINED NOT TO COMPREHEND, THEY DO, FOR A PRIVY SHIFT OF THEIR IGNORANCE, REFER THE SAME TO BE THE JUGGLING OF AN EVIL SPIRIT. BUT I COULD NEVER DECLINE SO FAR, BECAUSE THE REMEDY WAS SUPPOSED TO BE NATURAL; FOR NEITHER WORDS, CEREMONIES, NOR ANY OTHER SUSPECTED THING, WAS REQUIRED. FOR NEITHER IS IT LAWFUL, ACCORDING TO MAN'S POWER OF UNDERSTANDING, TO REFER THE GLORY OF GOD, SHEWN FORTH IN NATURE, UNTO THE DEVIL. FOR NONE OF THOSE PEOPLE HAD REQUIRED AID OF BUTLER, AS FROM NECROMANCY ANY WAY SUSPECTED; YEA, THE THING WAS AT FIRST MADE TRIAL OF WITH SMILING, AND WITHOUT FAITH AND CONFIDENCE; YET THIS EASY METHOD OF CURING SHALL LONG REMAIN SUSPECTED BY MANY; FOR THE WIT OF THE VULGAR BEING INCONSTANT AND IDLE, THEY DO MORE READILY CONSECRATE SO GREAT A BOUNTY OF RESTITUTION UNTO DIABOLICAL CONTRIVANCE, THAN TO DIVINE GOODNESS, THE FRAMER, [SEXLESS] LOVER, SAVIOR, REFRESHER OF HUMAN NATURE, AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE POOR. AND THESE VILE PREJUDICES ARE NOT ONLY INHERENT IN THE COMMON PEOPLE, BUT ALSO IN THOSE THAT ARE LEARNED, WHO RASHLY SEARCH INTO THE BEGINNING OF HEALING, BEING NOT YET INSTRUCTED, OR OBSERVING THE COMMON AND BLOCKISH RULES; BECAUSE THEY ARE ALWAYS WISE AS CHILDREN, WHO HAVE NEVER GONE OVER THEIR MOTHER'S THRESHOLD, BEING: AFRAID OF EVERY FABLE. FOR THEY WHO HAVE NOT HITHERTO KNOWN THE WHOLE CIRCUIT OF DISEASES TO BE INCLUDED WITHIN THE SPIRIT OF LIFE, WHICH MAKES THE ASSAULT; OR IF THEY HEREAFTER, READING MY STUDIES BY THE WAY, SHALL IMPRINT ON THEMSELVES THIS MOMENT OR CONCERNMENT OF HEALING; NEVERTHELESS, BECAUSE THEY HAVE BEEN ALREADY BEFORE ACCUSTOMED FROM THE VERY BEGINNINGS OF THEIR STUDIES, TO THE PRECEPTS OF THE HUMORISTS, THEY WILL EASILY, AT LENGTH, DEPART FROM ME, AND LEAP BACK TO THE FAVORITE BIGOTRY AND ANCIENT OPINIONS OF THE SCHOOLS." BUT NOW WE WILL HASTEN TO THE MANNER OF PREPARATION NECESSARY TO QUALIFY A MAN FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF THESE SUBLIME GIFTS.
OF THE PREPARATION OF A MAN TO QUALIFY HIM FOR THE SEARCH OF THIS TREASURE; AND OF THE FIRST MATTER (PRIMA MATERIA) OF THE STONE
LESSON I. THE PREPARATION FOR THIS WORK IS SIMPLY THIS: LEARN TO CAST AWAY FROM THEE ALL VILE AFFECTIONS--ALL LEVITY AND INCONSTANCY OF MIND; LET ALL THY DEALINGS BE FREE FROM DECEIT AND HYPOCRISY; AVOID THE COMPANY OF VAIN YOUNG MEN; HATE ALL PROFLIGACY, AND PROFANE SPEAKING.
LESSON II. KEEP THY OWN, AND THY NEIGHBORS' SECRETS; COURT NOT THE FAVORS OF THE RICH; DESPISE NOT THE POOR, FOR HE WHO DOES WILL BE POORER THAN THE POOREST.
LESSON III. GIVE TO THE NEEDY AND UNFORTUNATE WHAT LITTLE THOU CANST SPARE; FOR HE THAT HAS BUT LITTLE, WHATEVER HE SPARES TO THE MISERABLE, GOD SHALL AMPLY REWARD HIM.
LESSON IV. BE MERCIFUL TO THOSE WHO OFFEND THEE, OR WHO HAVE INJURED THEE; FOR WHAT MUST THAT MAN'S HEART BE, WHO WOULD TAKE HEAVY VENGEANCE ON A SLIGHT OFFENCE? THOU SHALT FORGIVE THY BROTHER UNTIL SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN.
LESSON V. BE NOT HASTY TO CONDEMN THE ACTIONS OF OTHERS, LEST THOU SHOULD, THE NEXT HOUR, FALL INTO THE VERY SAME ERROR; DESPISE SCANDAL AND TATTLING; LET THY WORDS BE FEW.
LESSON VI. STUDY DAY AND NIGHT, AND SUPPLICATE THY CREATOR THAT HE WOULD BE PLEASED TO GRANT THEE KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING; AND THAT THE PURE SPIRITS MAY HAVE COMMUNICATION WITH, AND INFLUENCE, IN THEE.
LESSON VII. BE NOT OVERCOME WITH DRUNKENNESS; FOR, BE ASSURED, THAT HALF THE EVILS THAT BEFALL MANKIND ORIGINATE IN DRUNKENNESS: FOR TOO GREAT A QUANTITY OF STRONG LIQUORS DEPRIVE MEN OF THEIR REASON; THEN, HAVING LOST THE USE OF THE FACULTY OF THEIR JUDGMENT, THEY IMMEDIATELY BECOME THE RECIPIENT OF ALL EVIL INFLUENCES, AND ARE JUSTLY COMPARED TO WEATHERCOCKS, THAT ARE DRIVEN HITHER AND THITHER BY EVERY GUST OF WIND; SO THOSE WHO DROWN THE REASONABLE POWER, ARE EASILY PERSUADED TO THE LIGHTEST AND MOST FRIVOLOUS PURSUITS, AND, FROM THESE, TO VICES MORE GROSS AND REPROBATE; FOR THE MINISTERS OF DARKNESS HAVE NEVER SO FAVORABLE AN OPPORTUNITY OF INSINUATING THEMSELVES INTO THE MINDS AND HEARTS OF MEN, AS WHEN THEY ARE LOST IN INTOXICATION. I PRAY YOU TO AVOID THIS DREADFUL VICE.
LESSON VIII. AVOID GLUTTONY, AND ALL EXCESS--IT IS VERY PERNICIOUS, AND FROM THE DEVIL THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT CONSTANTLY TEMPT MAN, AND BY WHICH HE FALLS A PREY TO HIS SPIRITUAL ADVERSARY; FOR HE IS RENDERED INCAPABLE OF RECEIVING ANY GOOD OR DIVINE GIFT. BESIDES, THE DIVINE AND ANGELIC POWERS OR ESSENCES DELIGHT NOT TO BE CONVERSANT ABOUT A MAN WHO IS DEFILED, AND STINKING WITH DEBAUCHERY AND EXCESS.
LESSON IX. COVET NOT MUCH GOLD, BUT LEARN TO BE SATISFIED WITH ENOUGH; FOR TO [SEXUALLY] DESIRE MORE THAN ENOUGH, IS TO OFFEND THE DEITY.
LESSON X. READ OFTEN THESE TEN PREPARATORY LESSONS TO FIT THEE FOR THE GREAT WORK, AND FOR THE RECEIVING OF HIGHER THINGS; FOR THE MORE PURE THOU ART IN HEART AND MIND, BY SO MUCH QUICKER SHALL YOU PERCEIVE THOSE HIGH SECRETS WE TEACH, AND WHICH ARE ENTIRELY HID FROM THE DISCERNMENT OF THE VICIOUS AND DEPRAVED, BECAUSE IT NEVER CAN HAPPEN THAT SUCH A SOURCE OF TREASURE CAN BE ATTAINED MERELY TO SATISFY OUR MORE GROSS, EARTHLY, AND VAIN DESIRES AND INCLINATIONS, BECAUSE HERE NOTHING MUST BE THOUGHT TO BE GRASPED, OR WRESTED OUT OF THIS BOOK, BUT TO THE FULFILLING OF A GOOD END AND PURPOSE. WHEN THOU SHALT HAVE SO FAR PURIFIED THY HEART, AS WE HAVE SPOKEN IS INDISPENSABLY NECESSARY FOR THE RECEIVING OF EVERY GOOD THING, THOU SHALT THEN SEE WITH OTHER EYES THAN THOU DOST AT PRESENT--THY SPIRITUAL EYE WILL BE OPENED, AND THOU SHALT READ MAN AS PLAIN AS THOU WILT OUR BOOKS; BUT, FOR ALL THIS, DEPEND NOT ON THE STRENGTH OF THY OWN WISDOM, FOR EVEN THEN, WHEN WE THINK OUR HEARTS SECURE, IF WE DO NOT WATCH THEM THAT THEY SLEEP NOT, THE DEVIL, OR HIS MINISTERS, IMMEDIATELY TAKE US AT THIS UNGUARDED MOMENT, AND TEMPTS US INTO THE ACTUAL COMMISSION OF SOME SIN OR OTHER: EITHER HE EXCITES OUR APPETITE FOR LUST AND CONCUPISCENCE, OR ANY OTHER DEADLY SIN; THEREFORE, USING OUR BLESSED REDEEMER'S WORDS--"WHAT I SAY UNTO YOU, I SAY UNTO YOU ALL--WATCH!"
PERHAPS, I DO NOT DOUBT BUT, THERE ARE SOME THAT WILL SAY, WHEN THEY LOOK AT OUR WORKS, THIS FELLOW IS ALL RANT, ALL PREACHING--HE TELLS US WHAT WE KNEW BEFORE AS WELL AS HIMSELF. TO SUCH I SAY, LET THEM READ OUR BOOK BUT TWICE; IF THEY DO NOT GATHER SOMETHING THAT THEY WILL ACKNOWLEDGE PRECIOUS, (NAY, BE CONVINCED THAT IT IS PRECIOUS, TO THEIR OWN SATISFACTION) I WILL BURN THESE WRITINGS, AND THEY SHALL BE NO MORE REMEMBERED BY ME. TO CONCLUDE THIS PART: WE SAY THAT THE FIRST MATTER (PRIMA MATERIA) ADAM BROUGHT WITH HIM OUT OF PARADISE, AND LEFT IT, AS AN INHERITANCE, TO US HIS SUCCESSORS; HAD HE REMAINED IN HIS ORIGINAL PURITY, HE WOULD HAVE BEEN PERMITTED TO HAVE USED IT HIMSELF; BUT THE ETERNAL FIAT WAS PASSED, THAT HE WAS TO "EARN HIS BREAD BY THE SWEAT OF HIS BROW;" THEREFORE HE COULD NOT EFFECT WHAT WAS AFTERWARDS PERFORMED BY SOME OF HIS OFFSPRING. HERMES TRISMEGISTUS, THAT ANCIENT PHILOSOPHER, WROTE TOUCHING THE ATTAINMENT OF THIS STONE, WHICH HE PRONOUNCED TO BE OF ALL BENEFIT TO MAN, AND ONE OF THE GREATEST BLESSINGS HE COULD POSSESS; AND ALTHOUGH HIS WRITINGS CONTAIN MUCH OF THE EXCELLENCY OF TRUTH, BEING WRAPPED UP IN SUCH SYMBOLICAL FIGURES, IT RENDERS THEM EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT TO BE UNDERSTOOD, YET, IF COMPREHENDED, THEY, NO DOUBT, CONTAIN SOME VERY GREAT SECRETS BY WHICH MORTAL MAN MAY PROFIT. NOW IT BELONGS TO OUR PURPOSE TO KNOW WHAT IT IS FROM WHICH WE MUST EXTRACT THE FIRST MATTER OF THIS STONE, TO GO ON WITH OUR PROCESS, BECAUSE WE MUST HAVE MATERIALS TO WORK UPON; FOR ALL PHILOSOPHERS AGREE THAT, THE FIRST MATTER BEING FOUND, WE MAY PROCEED WITHOUT MUCH DIFFICULTY. FOR THE FIRST MATTER, (I SHALL SPEAK AS PLAINLY AS POSSIBLE) FIRST, THE GRAND QUESTION IN DEBATE IS--WHERE IS IT TO BE FOUND? I SAY IT IS TO BE FOUND IN OURSELVES. WE ALL POSSESS THIS FIRST MATTER, FROM THE BEGGAR TO THE KING; EVERY MOTHERS' SON CARRIES IT ABOUT HIM; AND, COULD OUR INGENIOUS CHEMISTS BUT FIND A PROCESS FOR THE EXTRACTING, HOW WELL WOULD ALL THEIR LABORS BE REPAID. THE NEXT QUESTION NATURALLY COMES TO US--HOW ARE WE TO DRAW, OR ATTRACT THE SECRET MATTER OF THE STONE OUT OF OURSELVES?--NOT BY ANY COMMON MEANS; AND YET IT IS TO BE DRAWN INTO VERY ACTION, AND THAT BY THE MOST SIMPLE MEANS, AND IN A MANNER THAT THE ATTAINING OF THE PHILOSOPHERS' STONE WOULD VERY SOON FOLLOW IT. I PRAY YOU, MY FRIEND, LOOK INTO THYSELF, AND ENDEAVOR TO FIND OUT IN WHAT PART OF THY COMPOSITION IS THE PRIMA MATERIA OF THE LAPIS PHILOSOPHORUM, OR OUT OF WHAT PART OF THY SUBSTANCE CAN THE FIRST MATTER OF OUR STONE BE DRAWN OUT. THOU SAY, IT MUST EITHER BE IN THE HAIR, SWEAT, OR EXCREMENT. I SAY IN NONE OF THESE THOU SHALT EVER BE ABLE TO FIND IT, AND YET THOU SHALT FIND IT IN THYSELF. MANY GREAT PHILOSOPHERS AND CHEMISTS, WHOM I HAVE THE PLEASURE TO KNOW, AFFIRM THAT, ADMITTING OF THE POSSIBILITY OF TRANSMUTATION, IT (I. E. THE FIRST MATTER) MUST BE TAKEN FROM THE PUREST GOLD. TO THIS I SAY IT MUST NOT; NEITHER HAS IT ANY THING AT ALL TO DO WITH EXTRINSICAL GOLD. THEY WILL SAY THEN THAT THE PURE ENS OF GOLD MAY BE DRAWN FROM GOLD ITSELF. TRUE, IT MAY SO; BUT THEN I WOULD ASK IF THEY COULD EVER PRODUCE MORE GOLD THAN THAT OUT OF WHICH THE SOUL OR ESSENCE WAS EXTRACTED; IF THEY HAVE, THEY HAVE INDEED FOUND OUT A SECRET BEYOND THE POWERS OF OUR COMPREHENSION; BECAUSE IT IS AGAINST REASON TO SUPPOSE THAT IF A POUND OF GOLD YIELDS A DRACHM OF THE SOUL OR ESSENCE, THAT THAT ONLY WILL TINGE ANY MORE THAN A POUND OF PURIFIED LEAD, OR ☿ BECAUSE WE HAVE TRIED VARIOUS EXPERIMENTS, AND I HAVE, IN SOME OF MY FIRST ESSAYS, TURNED BOTH LEAD AND MERCURY INTO GOOD GOLD; BUT NO MORE THAN THAT OUT OF WHICH THE SOUL WAS EXTRACTED. BUT, HOWEVER, NOT TO LOSE OUR TIME IN VAIN AND RIDICULOUS DISPUTATION, KNOW THAT WHATEVER PRODIGIOUS THINGS OR EXPERIMENTS HAVE BEEN TRIED WITH RESPECT TO THE FIRST MATTER, BY EXTERNAL SUBJECTS, EITHER IN THE MINERAL, ANIMAL, OR VEGETABLE KINGDOMS, AS THEY ARE CALLED, I SAY IN US IS THE POWER OF ALL WONDERFUL THINGS, WHICH THE SUPREME CREATOR HAS, OF HIS INFINITE MERCY, IMPLANTED IN OUR SOULS; OUT OF HER IS TO BE EXTRACTED THE FIRST MATTER, THE TRUE ARGENT VIVE, THE ☿ OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, THE TRUE ENS OF ☉, VIZ. A SPIRITUAL LIVING GOLD, OR WATERISH MERCURY, OR FIRST MATTER, WHICH, BY BEING MATURTED, IS CAPABLE OF TRANSMUTING A THOUSAND PTS. OF IMPURE METAL INTO GOOD AND PERFECT GOLD, WHICH ENDURE FIRE, TEST, OR CUPEL.
PART II. OF THE MANNER OF EXTRACTING THE FIRST MATTER OF THE PHILOSOPHERS' STONE, AND THE USE IT IS PUT TO IN PURIFYING THE IMPERFECT METALS, AND TRANSMUTING THEM INTO GOOD GOLD
LESSON XI. TAKE THE FOREGOING INSTRUCTIONS AS THY PRINCIPAL INSTRUMENT, AND KNOW THAT OUR SOUL HAS THE POWER, WHEN THE BODY IS FREE, AS WE BEFORE SAID, OF ANY POLLUTION, THE HEART VOID OF MALICE AND OFFENCE; I SAY THE SOUL IS THEN A FREE AGENT, AND HAS THE POWER, SPIRITUALLY AND MAGICALLY, TO ACT UPON ANY MATTER WHATSOEVER; THEREFORE I SAID THE FIRST MATTER IS IN THE SOUL; AND THE EXTRACTING OF IT, IS TO BRING THE DORMANT POWER OF THE PURE, LIVING, BREATHING SPIRIT AND ETERNAL SOUL INTO ACT. NOTE WELL THAT EVERY AGENT HAS ITS POWER OF ACTING UPON ITS PATIENT. EVERY ESSENCE THAT IS DISTILLED FORTH IS RECEIVED INTO A RECIPIENT, BUT THAT RECIPIENT MUST FIRST BE MADE CLEAN. EVEN SO MUST THE SOUL AND HEART OF MAN: THE VILE AFFECTIONS MUST BE THROWN AWAY, AND TRAMPLED UNDER FOOT; THEN SHALT THOU BE ABLE TO PROCEED IN THY WORK, WHICH DO IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING.
LESSON XII. THE EXPENSE THOU MUST BE AT WILL BE BUT A TRIFLE: ALL THE INSTRUMENTS NECESSARY ARE BUT THREE, VIZ. A CRUCIBLE, AN EGG PHILOSOPHICAL, AND A RETORT WITH ITS RECEIVER. PUT YOUR FINE GOLD, IN WEIGHT ABOUT 5 DWTS., FILE IT UP, PUT IT INTO YOUR PHILOSOPHIC EGG, POUR UPON IT THE TWICE OF ITS WEIGHT OF THE BEST HUNGARIAN ☿, CLOSE UP THE EGG WITH AN HERMETIC SEAL, PUT IT FOR THREE MONTHS IN HORSE-DUNG, TAKE IT OUT AT THE END OF THAT TIME, AND SEE WHAT KIND OF FORM THY GOLD AND ☿ HAS ASSUMED; TAKE IT OUT, POUR ON IT HALF ITS WEIGHT OF GOOD SPIRIT OF SAL AMMON., SET THEM IN A POT FULL OF SAND OVER THE FIRE IN THE RETORT, LET THEM DISTIL INTO A PURE ESSENCE, ADD TO ONE PT. OF THIS ☿ TWO PTS. OF THY WATER OF LIFE, OR PRIMA MATERIA, PUT THEM INTO THY PHILOSOPHICAL. EGG AND…
LESSON XIII. SET THEM INTO HORSE-DUNG FOR ANOTHER THREE MONTHS; THEN TAKE THEM OUT, AND SEE WHAT THOU HAST--A PURE ETHERIAL ESSENCE, WHICH IS THE LIVING GOLD; POUR THIS PURE SPIRITUAL LIQUOR UPON A DRACHM OF MOLTEN FINE GOLD, AND YOU WILL FIND THAT WHICH WILL SATISFY THY HUNGER AND THIRSTING AFTER THIS SECRET; FOR THE INCREASE OF THY GOLD WILL SEEM TO THEE MIRACULOUS, AS INDEED IT IS. TAKE IT TO A JEWELER'S OR GOLDSMITH'S; LET HIM TRY IT IN THY PRESENCE, AND THOU WILT HAVE REASON TO BLESS GOD FOR HIS MERCY TO THEE. DO THY DUTY AS HE HAS COMMANDED THEE, AND USE ALL THE BENEFIT THOU SHALT RECEIVE, IN ACTIONS WORTHY OF THY NATURE.
LESSON XIV. WHEN THY SPIRITUAL EVE IS OPENED, AND THOU SHALT BEGIN TO SEE TO WHAT END THOU WERT CREATED, THOU SHALT WANT NO NECESSARY THING EITHER FOR THY COMFORT OR SUPPORT; ONLY KEEP IN THE RULES WE HAVE PRESCRIBED IN THE BEGINNING OF THIS LITTLE TREATISE--FEAR GOD, AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF; BE NOT HASTY TO REVEAL ANY SECRETS THOU MAYEST LEARN, FOR THE GOOD SPIRITS, BOTH DAY AND NIGHT, WILL BE THY INSTRUCTORS, AND WILL CONTINUALLY REVEAL THEE MANY SECRETS. THINK NOT THAT THOU CANST EITHER PROFIT OR BENEFIT SO MUCH BY THE INSTRUCTION OF THOSE WHO PROFESS GREAT ADVANTAGES IN CLASSICAL EDUCATION AND HIGH SCHOOLING; BE ASSURED THEY ARE, IN SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE, MUCH IN THE DARK: FOR HE WHO DESIRES NOT SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE CANNOT ATTAIN IT BY, ANY MEANS, BUT BY, FIRST, COMING TO GOD; SECONDLY, BY PURIFYING HIS OWN HEART; THIRDLY, BY SUBMITTING HIMSELF TO THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, TO GUIDE AND DIRECT HIM IN ALL TRUTH, TO THE ATTAINING OF ALL KNOWLEDGE, BOTH HUMAN AND DIVINE; AND BY ARROGATING NOTHING TO OUR OWN POWER OR STRENGTH, BUT BY REFERRING ALL TO THE MERCY AND GOODNESS OF GOD.--AMEN.
PART THE SECOND.
CHAP. I. OF THE FOUR ELEMENTS AND THEIR NATURAL QUALITIES
IT IS NECESSARY THAT WE SHOULD KNOW AND UNDERSTAND THE NATURE AND QUALITY OF THE FOUR ELEMENTS, IN ORDER TO OUR BEING PERFECT IN THE PRINCIPLES AND GROUND-WORK OF OUR STUDIES IN THE TALISMANIC, OR MAGICAL ART. THEREFORE, THERE ARE FOUR ELEMENTS, THE ORIGINAL GROUNDS OF ALL CORPOREAL THINGS, VIZ. FIRE, EARTH, WATER, AND AIR, OF WHICH ELEMENTS ALL INFERIOR BODIES ARE COMPOUNDED; NOT BY WAY OF BEING HEAPED UP TOGETHER, BUT BY TRANSMUTATION AND UNION; AND WHEN THEY ARE DESTROYED, THEY ARE RESOLVED INTO ELEMENTS. BUT THERE ARE NONE OF THE SENSIBLE ELEMENTS THAT ARE PURE; BUT THEY ARE, MORE OR LESS, MIXED, AND APT TO BE CHANGED THE ONE INTO THE OTHER: EVEN AS EARTH, BEING MOISTENED AND DISSOLVED, BECOMES WATER, BUT THE SAME BEING MADE THICK AND HARD, BECOMES EARTH AGAIN; AND BEING EVAPORATED THROUGH HEAT IT PASSES INTO AIR, AND THAT BEING KINDLED INTO FIRE, AND THIS BEING EXTINGUISHED, INTO AIR GAIN, BUT BEING COOLED AFTER BURNING, BECOMES EARTH AGAIN, OR ELSE STONE, OR SULPHUR; AND THIS IS CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED BY LIGHTNING. NOW EVERY ONE OF THESE ELEMENTS HAVE TWO SPECIFICAL PROPERTIES: THE FORMER WHEREOF IT RETAINS AS PROPER TO ITSELF; IN THE OTHER, AS A MEAN, IT AGREES WITH THAT WHICH COMES DIRECTLY AFTER IT. FOR FIRE IS HOT AND DRY--EARTH, COLD AND DRY; WATER, COLD AND MOIST--AND AIR, HOT AND MOIST. AND SO, IN THIS MANNER THE ELEMENTS, ACCORDING TO TWO CONTRARY QUALITIES, ARE OPPOSITE ONE TO THE OTHER: AS FIRE TO WATER, AND EARTH TO AIR. LIKEWISE, THE ELEMENTS ARE CONTRARY ONE TO THE OTHER N ANOTHER ACCOUNT: TWO ARE HEAVY, AS EARTH AND WATER--AND THE OTHERS ARE LIGHT, AS FIRE AND AIR; THEREFORE, THE STOICS CALLED THE FORMER, PASSIVES--BUT THE LATTER, ACTIVES. AND PLATO DISTINGUISHES THEM AFTER ANOTHER MANNER, AND ASSIGNS TO EACH OF THEM THREE QUALITIES, VIZ. TO THE FIRE, BRIGHTNESS, THINNESS, AND MOTION--TO THE EARTH, DARKNESS, THICKNESS, AND QUIETNESS; AND, ACCORDING TO THESE QUALITIES, THE ELEMENTS OF FIRE AND EARTH ARE CONTRARY. NOW THE OTHER ELEMENTS BORROW THEIR QUALITIES FROM THESE, SO THAT THE AIR RECEIVES TWO QUALITIES FROM THE FIRE, THINNESS, AND MOTION; AND THE EARTH ONE, VIZ. DARKNESS. IN LIKE MANNER WATER RECEIVES TWO QUALITIES OF THE EARTH, DARKNESS AND THICKNESS; AND THE FIRE ONE, VIZ. MOTION. BUT FIRE IS TWICE AS THIN AS AIR, THRICE MORE MOVEABLE, AND FOUR TIMES BRIGHTER; THE AIR IS TWICE MORE-BRIGHT, THRICE MORE-THIN, AND FOUR TIMES MORE MOVEABLE. THEREFORE, AS FIRE IS TO AIR, SO IS AIR TO WATER, AND WATER TO THE EARTH; AND AGAIN, AS THE EARTH IS TO THE WATER, SO IS WATER TO AIR, AND AIR TO FIRE. AND THIS IS THE ROOT AND FOUNDATION OF ALL BODIES, NATURES, AND WONDERFUL WORKS; AND HE WHO CAN KNOW, AND THOROUGHLY UNDERSTAND THESE QUALITIES OF THE ELEMENTS, AND THEIR MIXTURES, SHALL BRING TO PASS WONDERFUL AND ASTONISHING THINGS IN MAGIC. NOW EACH OF THESE ELEMENTS HAVE A THREEFOLD CONSIDERATION, SO THAT THE NUMBER OF FOUR MAY MAKE UP THE NUMBER OF TWELVE; AND, BY PASSING BY THE NUMBER OF SEVEN INTO TEN, THERE MAY BE A PROGRESS TO THE SUPREME UNITY UPON WHICH ALL VIRTUE AND WONDERFUL THINGS DO DEPEND. OF THE FIRST ORDER ARE THE PURE ELEMENTS, WHICH ARE NEITHER COMPOUNDED, CHANGED, OR MIXED, BUT ARE INCORRUPTIBLE; AND NOT OF WHICH, BUT THROUGH WHICH, THE VIRTUES OF ALL, NATURAL THINGS ARE BROUGHT FORTH TO ACT. NO MAN IS ABLE FULLY TO DECLARE THEIR VIRTUES, BECAUSE THEY CAN DO ALL THINGS UPON ALL THINGS. HE WHO REMAINS IGNORANT OF THESE, SHALL NEVER BE ABLE TO BRING TO PASS ANY WONDERFUL MATTER. OF THE SECOND ORDER ARE ELEMENTS THAT ARE COMPOUNDED, CHANGEABLE, AND IMPURE; YET SUCH AS MAY, BY ART, BE REDUCED TO THEIR PURE SIMPLICITY; WHOSE VIRTUE, WHEN THEY ARE THUS REDUCED, DOTH, ABOVE ALL THINGS, PERFECT ALL OCCULT AND COMMON OPERATIONS OF NATURE; AND THESE ARE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WHOLE OF NATURAL MAGIC. OF THE THIRD ORDER, ARE THOSE ELEMENTS WHICH ORIGINALLY AND OF THEMSELVES ARE NOT ELEMENTS, BUT ARE TWICE COMPOUNDED, VARIOUS AND CHANGEABLE INTO ANOTHER. THESE ARE THE INFALLIBLE MEDIUM, AND ARE CALLED THE MIDDLE NATURE, OR SOUL OF THE MIDDLE NATURE; VERY FEW THERE ARE THAT UNDERSTAND THE DEEP MYSTERIES THEREOF. IN THEM IS, BY MEANS OF CERTAIN NUMBERS, DEGREES, AND ORDERS, THE PERFECTION OF EVERY EFFECT IN WHAT THING SOEVER, WHETHER NATURAL, CELESTIAL, OR SUPER-CELESTIAL: THEY ARE FULL OF WONDERS AND MYSTERIES, AND ARE OPERATIVE AS IN MAGIC NATURAL, SO DIVINE. FOR FROM THESE, THROUGH THEM, PROCEEDS THE BINDING, LOOSING, AND TRANSMUTATION OF ALL THINGS--THE KNOWLEDGE AND FORETELLING OF THINGS TO COME--ALSO, THE EXPELLING OF EVIL, AND THE GAINING OF GOOD SPIRITS. LET NO ONE, THEREFORE, WITHOUT THESE THREE SORTS OF ELEMENTS, AND THE TRUE KNOWLEDGE THEREOF, BE CONFIDENT THAT HE CAN WORK ANY THING IN THE OCCULT SCIENCE OF MAGIC AND NATURE. BUT WHOSOEVER SHALL KNOW HOW TO REDUCE THOSE OF ONE ORDER INTO ANOTHER, IMPURE INTO PURE, COMPOUNDED INTO SIMPLE, AND SHALL UNDERSTAND DISTINCTLY THE NATURE, VIRTUE, AND POWER OF THEM, IN NUMBER, DEGREES, AND ORDER, WITHOUT DIVIDING THE SUBSTANCE, HE SHALL EASILY ATTAIN TO THE KNOWLEDGE AND PERFECT OPERATION OF ALL NATURAL THINGS, AND CELESTIAL SECRETS LIKEWISE; AND THIS IS THE PERFECTION OF THE CABALA, WHICH TEACHES ALL THESE BEFORE MENTIONED; AND, BY A PERFECT KNOWLEDGE THEREOF, WE PERFORM MANY RARE AND WONDERFUL EXPERIMENTS.
CHAP. II. OF THE PROPERTIES AND WONDERFUL NATURE OF FIRE AND EARTH
THERE ARE TWO THINGS, (SAYS HERMES) VIZ. FIRE AND EARTH, WHICH ARE SUFFICIENT FOR THE OPERATION OF ALL WONDERFUL THINGS: THE FORMER IS ACTIVE, AND THE LATTER PASSIVE. FIRE, IN ALL THINGS, AND THROUGH ALL THINGS, COMES AND GOES AWAY BRIGHT; IT IS IN ALL THINGS BRIGHT, AND AT THE SAME TIME OCCULT, AND UNKNOWN. WHEN IT IS BY ITSELF (NO OTHER MATTER COMING TO IT, IN WHICH IT SHOULD MANIFEST ITS PROPER ACTION) IT IS BOUNDLESS AND INVISIBLE; OF ITSELF SUFFICIENT FOR EVERY ACTION THAT IS PROPER TO IT; ITSELF IS ONE, AND PENETRATES THROUGH ALL THINGS; ALSO SPREAD ABROAD IN THE HEAVENS, AND SHINING. BUT IN THE INFERNAL PLACE, STRAITENED, DARK, AND TORMENTING; AND IN THE MIDWAY IT PARTAKES OF BOTH. IT IS IN STONES, AND IS DRAWN OUT BY THE STROKE OF THE STEEL; IT IS IN EARTH, AND CAUSES IT, AFTER DIGGING UP, TO SMOKE; IT IS IN WATER, AND HEATS SPRINGS AND WELLS; IT IS IN THE DEPTHS OF THE SEA, AND CAUSES IT, BEING TOSSED WITH THE WINDS, TO BE HOT; IT IS IN THE AIR, AND MAKES IT (AS WE OFTEN SEE) TO BURN. AND ALL ANIMALS, AND ALL LIVING THINGS WHATSOEVER, AS ALSO VEGETABLES, ARE PRESERVED BY HEAT; AND EVERY THING THAT LIVES, LIVES BY REASON OF THE ENCLOSED HEAT. THE PROPERTIES OF THE FIRE THAT IS ABOVE, ARE HEAT, MAKING ALL THINGS FRUITFUL; AND A CELESTIAL LIGHT, GIVING LIFE TO ALL THINGS. THE PROPERTIES OF THE INFERNAL FIRE ARE A PARCHING HEAT, CONSUMING ALL THINGS; AND DARKNESS; MAKING ALL THINGS BARREN. THE CELESTIAL AND BRIGHT FIRE DRIVES AWAY SPIRITS OF DARKNESS;--ALSO, THIS OUR FIRE, MADE WITH WOOD, DRIVES AWAY THE SAME, IN AS MUCH AS IT HATH AN ANALOGY WITH, AND IS THE VEHICULUM OF, THAT SUPERIOR LIGHT; AS ALSO OF HIM WHO SAITH, "I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD," WHICH IS TRUE FIRE--THE FATHER OF LIGHTS, FROM WHOM EVERY GOOD THING THAT IS GIVEN COMES;--SENDING FORTH THE LIGHT OF HIS FIRE, AND COMMUNICATING IT FIRST TO THE SUN AND THE REST OF THE CELESTIAL BODIES, AND BY THESE, AS BY MEDIATING INSTRUMENTS, CONVEYING THAT LIGHT INTO OUR FIRE. AS, THEREFORE, THE SPIRITS OF DARKNESS ARE STRONGER IN THE DARK--SO GOOD SPIRITS, WHICH ARE ANGELS OF LIGHTS, ARE AUGMENTED NOT ONLY BY THAT LIGHT (WHICH IS DIVINE, OF THE SUN, AND CELESTIAL), BUT ALSO BY THE LIGHT OF OUR COMMON FIRE. HENCE IT WAS THAT THE FIRST AND MOST WISE INSTITUTORS OF RELIGIONS AND CEREMONIES, ORDAINED THAT PRAYERS, SINGINGS, AND ALL MANNER OF DIVINE WORSHIPS WHATSOEVER, SHOULD NOT BE PERFORMED WITHOUT LIGHTED CANDLES OR TORCHES: HENCE, ALSO, WAS THAT SIGNIFICANT SAYING OF PYTHAGORAS--"DO NOT SPEAK OF GOD WITHOUT A LIGHT!"--AND THEY COMMANDED THAT, FOR THE DRIVING AWAY OF WICKED SPIRITS, LIGHTS AND FIRES SHOULD BE KINDLED BY THE CARCASSES OF THE DEAD, AND THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE REMOVED UNTIL THE EXPIATIONS WERE, AFTER A HOLY MANNER, PERFORMED, AND THEN BURIED. AND THE GREAT JEHOVAH HIMSELF, IN THE OLD LAW, COMMANDED THAT ALL HIS SACRIFICES SHOULD BE OFFERED WITH FIRE AND THAT FIRE SHOULD ALWAYS BE BURNING UPON THE ALTAR, WHICH CUSTOM THE PRIESTS OF THE ALTAR DID ALWAYS OBSERVE AND KEEP AMONGST THE ROMANS. NOW THE BASIS AND FOUNDATION OF ALL THE ELEMENTS IS THE EARTH; FOR THAT IS THE OBJECT, SUBJECT, AND RECEPTACLE OF ALL CELESTIAL RAYS AND INFLUENCES: IN IT ARE CONTAINED THE SEEDS, AND SEMINAL VIRTUES OF ALL THINGS; AND THEREFORE, IT IS SAID TO BE ANIMAL, VEGETABLE, AND MINERAL. IT, BEING MADE FRUITFUL BY THE OTHER ELEMENTS AND THE HEAVENS, BRINGS FORTH ALL THINGS OF ITSELF. IT RECEIVES THE ABUNDANCE OF ALL THINGS, AND IS, AS IT WERE, THE FIRST FOUNTAIN FROM WHENCE ALL THINGS SPRING; IT IS THE CENTER, FOUNDATION, AND MOTHER OF ALL THINGS. TAKE AS MUCH OF IT AS YOU PLEASE, SEPARATED, WASHED, DEPURATED, AND SUBTILIZED, AND IF YOU LET IT LIE IN THE OPEN AIR A LITTLE WHILE, IT WILL, BEING FULL AND ABOUNDING WITH HEAVENLY VIRTUES, OF ITSELF BRING FORTH PLANTS, WORMS, AND OTHER LIVING THINGS; ALSO STONES, AND BRIGHT SPARKS OF METALS. IN IT ARE GREAT SECRETS: IF, AT ANY TIME IT SHALL BE PURIFIED, BY THE HELP OF FIRE, AND REDUCED INTO ITS SIMPLE NATURE BY A CONVENIENT WASHING, IT IS THE FIRST MATTER OF OUR CREATION, AND THE TRUEST MEDICINE THAT CAN RESTORE AND PRESERVE US.
CHAP. III. OF THE WATER AND AIR
THE OTHER TWO ELEMENTS, VIZ. WATER AND AIR, ARE NOT LESS EFFICACIOUS THAN THE FORMER; NEITHER IS NATURE WANTING TO WORK WONDERFUL THINGS IN THEM. THERE IS SO GREAT A NECESSITY OF WATER, THAT WITHOUT IT NOTHING CAN LIVE--NO HERB NOR PLANT WHATSOEVER WITHOUT THE MOISTENING OF WATER, CAN BRING FORTH; IN IT IS THE SEMINARY VIRTUE OF ALL THINGS, ESPECIALLY OF ANIMALS, WHOSE SEED IS MANIFESTLY WATERISH. THE SEEDS, ALSO, OF TREES AND PLANTS, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE EARTHY, MUST, NOTWITHSTANDING, OF NECESSITY BE ROTTED IN WATER BEFORE THEY CAN BE FRUITFUL; WHETHER THEY BE IMBIBED WITH THE MOISTURE OF THE EARTH, OR WITH DEW, OR RAIN, OR ANY OTHER WATER THAT IS ON PURPOSE PUT TO THEM.--FOR MOSES WRITES, THAT ONLY EARTH AND WATER CAN BRING FORTH A LIVING SOUL; BUT HE ASCRIBES A TWO-FOLD PRODUCTION OF THINGS TO WATER, VIZ. OF THINGS SWIMMING IN THE WATER, AND OF THINGS FLYING IN THE AIR ABOVE THE EARTH; AND THAT THOSE PRODUCTIONS THAT ARE MADE IN AND UPON THE EARTH ARE PARTLY ATTRIBUTED TO THE VERY WATER THE SAME SCRIPTURE TESTIFIES, WHERE IT SAITH, THAT THE PLANTS AND THE HERBS DID NOT GROW, BECAUSE GOD HAD NOT CAUSED IT TO RAIN UPON THE EARTH. SUCH IS THE EFFICACY OF THIS ELEMENT OF WATER, THAT SPIRITUAL REGENERATION CANNOT BE DONE WITHOUT IT, AS CHRIST HIMSELF TESTIFIED TO NICODEMUS. VERY GREAT, ALSO, IS THE VIRTUE OF IT IN THE RELIGIOUS WORSHIP OF GOD, IN EXPIATIONS AND PURIFICATIONS; INDEED, THE NECESSITY OF IT IS NO LESS THAN THAT OF FIRE. INFINITE ARE THE BENEFITS, AND DIVERS ARE THE USES, THEREOF AS BEING THAT, BY VIRTUE OF WHICH ALL THINGS SUBSIST, ARE GENERATED, NOURISHED, AND IN CREASED. HENCE IT WAS THAT THALES OF MILETUS, AND HESIOD, CONCLUDED THAT WATER WAS THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS; AND SAID IT WAS THE FIRST OF ALL THE ELEMENTS, AND THE MOST POTENT; AND THAT, BECAUSE IT HATH THE MASTERY OVER ALL THE REST. FOR, AS PLINY SAITH--"WATERS SWALLOW UP THE EARTH--EXTINGUISH FLAMES--ASCEND ON HIGH--AND, BY THE STRETCHING FORTH OF THE CLOUDS, CHALLENGE THE HEAVENS FOR THEIR OWN; THE SAME, FALLING DOWN, BECOMES THE CAUSE OF ALL THINGS THAT GROW IN THE EARTH." VERY MANY ARE THE WONDERS THAT ARE DONE BY WATERS, ACCORDING TO THE WRITINGS OF PLINY, SOLINUS, AND MANY OTHER HISTORIANS. JOSEPHUS ALSO MAKES RELATION OF THE WONDERFUL NATURE OF A CERTAIN RIVER BETWIXT ARCEA AND RAPHANEA, CITIES OF SYRIA, WHICH RUNS WITH A FULL CHANNEL ALL THE SABBATH-DAY, AND THEN ON A SUDDEN STOPS, AS IF THE SPRINGS WERE STOPPED, AND ALL THE SIX DAYS YOU MAY PASS OVER IT DRY-SHOD; BUT AGAIN, ON THE SEVENTH DAY, NO MAN KNOWING THE REASON OF IT, THE WATERS RETURN AGAIN, IN ABUNDANCE AS BEFORE! WHEREFORE THE INHABITANTS THEREABOUT CALLED IT THE SABBATH-DAY RIVER) BECAUSE OF THE SEVENTH DAY, WHICH WAS HOLY TO THE JEWS.--THE GOSPEL, ALSO, TESTIFIES OF A SHEEP-POOL, INTO WHICH WHOSOEVER STEPPED FIRST AFTER THE WATER WAS TROUBLED BY THE ANGEL, WAS MADE WHOLE OF WHATSOEVER DISEASE HE HAD. THE SAME VIRTUE AND EFFICACY, WE READ, WAS IN A SPRING OF THE IONIAN NYMPHS, WHICH WAS IN THE TERRITORIES BELONGING TO THE TOWN OF ELIS, AT A VILLAGE CALLED HERADEA, NEAR THE RIVER CITHERON, WHICH WHOSOEVER STEPPED INTO, BEING DISEASED, CAME FORTH WHOLE, AND CURED OF ALL HIS DISEASES. PAUSANIAS ALSO REPORTS, THAT IN LYCEUS, A MOUNTAIN OF ARCADIA, THERE WAS A SPRING CALLED AGRIA, TO WHICH, AS OFTEN AS THE DRYNESS OF THE REGION THREATENED THE DESTRUCTION OF FRUITS, JUPITER, PRIEST OF LYCEUS, WENT; AND, AFTER THE OFFERING OF SACRIFICES, DEVOUTLY PRAYING TO THE WATERS OF THE SPRING, HOLDING A BOUGH OF AN OAK IN HIS HAND, PUT IT DOWN TO THE BOTTOM OF THE HALLOWED SPRING; THEN, THE WATERS BEING TROUBLED, A VAPOR ASCENDING FROM THENCE INTO THE AIR, WAS BLOWN INTO CLOUDS, WHICH BEING JOINED TOGETHER, THE WHOLE HEAVEN WAS OVERSPREAD: WHICH BEING, A LITTLE AFTER, DISSOLVED INTO RAIN, WATERED ALL THE COUNTRY MOST WHOLESOMELY.--MOREOVER, RUFFUS, A PHYSICIAN OF EPHESUS, BESIDES MANY OTHER AUTHORS, WROTE STRANGE THINGS CONCERNING THE WONDERS OF WATERS, WHICH, FOR AUGHT I KNOW, ARE FOUND IN NO OTHER AUTHOR. IT REMAINS, THAT I SPEAK OF THE AIR. THIS IS A VITAL SPIRIT PASSING THROUGH ALL BEINGS--GIVING LIFE AND SUBSISTENCE TO ALL THINGS--MOVING AND FILLING ALL THINGS. HENCE IT IS THAT THE HEBREW DOCTORS RECKON IT NOT AMONGST THE ELEMENTS; BUT COUNT IT AS A MEDIUM, OR GLUE, JOINING THINGS TOGETHER, AND AS THE RESOUNDING SPIRIT OF THE WORLD'S INSTRUMENT. IT IMMEDIATELY RECEIVES INTO ITSELF THE INFLUENCE OF ALL CELESTIAL BODIES, AND THEN COMMUNICATES THEM TO THE OTHER ELEMENTS, AS ALSO TO ALL MIXED BODIES. ALSO, IT RECEIVES INTO ITSELF, AS IF IT WERE A DIVINE LOOKING-GLASS, THE SPECIES OF ALL THINGS, AS WELL NATURAL AS ARTIFICIAL; AS ALSO OF ALL MANNER OF SPEECHES, AND RETAINS THEM; AND CARRYING THEM WITH IT, AND ENTERING INTO THE BODIES OF MEN, AND OTHER ANIMALS, THROUGH THEIR PORES, MAKES AN IMPRESSION UPON THEM, AS WELL WHEN THEY ARE ASLEEP AS WHEN THEY ARE AWAKE, AND AFFORDS MATTER FOR DIVERS STRANGE DREAMS AND DIVINATIONS. HENCE, THEY SAY, IT IS THAT A MAN, PASSING BY A PLACE WHERE A MAN WAS SLAIN, OR THE CARCASS NEWLY HID, IS MOVED WITH FEAR AND DREAD; BECAUSE THE AIR, IN THAT PLACE, BEING FULL OF THE DREADFUL SPECIES OF MAN-SLAUGHTER, DOTH, BEING BREATHED IN, MOVE AND TROUBLE THE SPIRIT OF THE MAN WITH THE LIKE SPECIES; WHENCE IT IS THAT HE BECOMES AFRAID. FOR EVERY THING THAT MAKES A SUDDEN IMPRESSION ASTONISHES NATURE. WHENCE IT IS THAT MANY PHILOSOPHERS WERE OF OPINION, THAT AIR IS THE CAUSE OF DREAMS, AND OF MANY OTHER IMPRESSIONS OF THE MIND, THROUGH THE PROLONGING OF IMAGES, OR SIMILITUDES, OR SPECIES (WHICH PROCEED FROM THINGS AND SPEECHES, MULTIPLIED IN THE VERY AIR), UNTIL THEY COME TO THE SENSES, AND THEN TO THE PHANTASY AND SOUL OF HIM THAT RECEIVES THEM; WHICH, BEING FREED FROM CARES, AND NO WAY HINDERED, EXPECTING TO MEET SUCH KIND OF SPECIES, IS INFORMED BY THEM. FOR THE SPECIES OF THINGS, ALTHOUGH OF THEIR OWN PROPER NATURE THEY ARE CARRIED TO THE SENSES OF MEN, AND OTHER ANIMALS IN GENERAL, MAY, NOTWITHSTANDING, GET SOME IMPRESSION FROM THE HEAVENS WHILST THEY ARE IN THE AIR; BY REASON OF WHICH, TOGETHER WITH THE APTNESS AND DISPOSITION OF HIM THAT RECEIVES THEM, THEY MAY BE CARRIED TO THE SENSE OF ONE, RATHER THAN OF ANOTHER. AND HENCE IT IS POSSIBLE, NATURALLY, AND FAR FROM ALL MANNER OF SUPERSTITION (NO OTHER SPIRIT COMING BETWEEN), THAT A MAN SHOULD BE ABLE, IN A VERY SMALL TIME, TO SIGNIFY HIS MIND UNTO ANOTHER MAN, ABIDING AT A VERY LONG AND UNKNOWN DISTANCE FROM HIM--ALTHOUGH HE CANNOT PRECISELY GIVE AN ESTIMATE OF THE TIME WHEN IT IS, YET, OF NECESSITY, IT MUST BE WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS;--AND I, MYSELF, KNOW HOW TO DO IT, AND HAVE OFTEN DONE IT. THE SAME ALSO, IN TIME PAST, DID THE ABBOT TRITEMIUS BOTH KNOW AND DO.--ALSO, WHEN CERTAIN APPEARANCES (NOT ONLY SPIRITUAL, BUT ALSO NATURAL) DO FLOW FORTH FROM THINGS, THAT IS TO SAY, BY A CERTAIN KIND OF FLOWING’S FORTH OF BODIES FROM BODIES, AND DO GATHER STRENGTH IN THE AIR, THEY SHEW THEMSELVES TO US AS WELL THROUGH LIGHT AS MOTION--AS WELL TO THE SIGHT AS TO OTHER SENSES--AND SOMETIMES WORK WONDERFUL THINGS UPON US, AS PLATONIUS PROVES AND TEACHES. AND WE SEE HOW, BY THE SOUTH-WIND, THE AIR IS CONDENSED INTO THIN CLOUDS, IN WHICH, AS IN A LOOKING-GLASS, ARE REFLECTED REPRESENTATIONS AT A GREAT DISTANCE, OF CASTLES, MOUNTAINS, HORSES, MEN, AND OTHER THINGS, WHICH WHEN THE CLOUDS ARE GONE, PRESENTLY VANISH.--AND ARISTOTLE, IN HIS METEORS, SHEWS THAT A RAINBOW IS CONCEIVED IN A CLOUD OF THE AIR, AS IN A LOOKING-GLASS.--AND ALBERTUS SAYS, THAT THE EFFIGIES OF BODIES MAY, BY THE STRENGTH OF NATURE, IN A MOIST AIR, BE EASILY REPRESENTED; IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THINGS ARE IN THINGS.--AND ARISTOTLE TELLS OF A MAN, TO WHOM IT HAPPENED, BY REASON OF THE WEAKNESS OF HIS SIGHT, THAT THE AIR THAT WAS NEAR TO HIM BECAME, AS IT WERE, A LOOKING-GLASS TO HIM, AND THE OPTIC-BEAM DID REFLECT BACK UPON HIMSELF, AND COULD NOT PENETRATE THE AIR, SO THAT, WHITHERSOEVER HE WENT, HE THOUGHT HE SAW HIS OWN IMAGE, WITH HIS FACE TOWARDS HIM, GO BEFORE HIM.--IN LIKE MANNER, BY THE ARTIFICIALNESS OF SOME CERTAIN LOOKING-GLASSES, MAY BE PRODUCED AT A DISTANCE, IN THE AIR, BESIDES THE LOOKING-GLASSES, WHAT IMAGES WE PLEASE; WHICH, WHEN IGNORANT MEN SEE, THEY THINK THEY SEE THE APPEARANCES OF SPIRITS OR SOULS--WHEN, INDEED, THEY ARE NOTHING ELSE BUT SEMBLANCES A-KIN TO THEMSELVES, AND WITHOUT LIFE. AND IT IS WELL-KNOWN, IF IN A DARK PLACE, WHERE THERE IS NO LIGHT BUT BY THE COMING IN OF A BEAM OF THE SUN SOME WHERE THROUGH A LITTLE HOLE, A WHITE PAPER OR PLAIN LOOKING-GLASS BE SET UP AGAINST THE LIGHT, THAT THERE MAY BE SEEN UPON THEM WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE DONE WITHOUT, BEING SHINED UPON BY THE SUN. AND THERE IS ANOTHER SLIGHT OR TRICK YET MORE WONDERFUL:--IF ANY ONE SHALL TAKE IMAGES, ARTIFICIALLY PAINTED, OR WRITTEN LETTERS, AND, IN A CLEAR NIGHT, SET THEM AGAINST THE BEAMS OF THE FULL MOON, THOSE RESEMBLANCES BEING MULTIPLIED IN THE AIR, AND CAUGHT UPWARD, AND REFLECTED BACK TOGETHER WITH THE BEAMS OF THE MOON, ANOTHER MAN, THAT IS PRIVY TO THE THING, AT A LONG DISTANCE, SEES, READS, AND KNOWS THEM IN THE VERY COMPASS AND CIRCLE OF THE MOON; WHICH ART OF DECLARING SECRETS IS, INDEED, VERY PROFITABLE FOR TOWNS AND CITIES THAT ARE BESIEGED, BEING A THING WHICH PYTHAGORAS LONG SINCE DID, AND WHICH IS NOT UNKNOWN TO SOME IN THESE DAYS; I WILL NOT EXCEPT MYSELF. AND ALL THESE THINGS, AND MANY MORE, AND MUCH GREATER THAN THESE, ARE GROUNDED IN THE VERY NATURE OF THE AIR, AND HAVE THEIR REASONS AND CAUSES DECLARED IN MATHEMATICS AND OPTICS. AND AS THESE RESEMBLANCES ARE REFLECTED BACK TO THE SIGHT, SO ALSO ARE THEY, SOMETIMES, TO THE HEARING, AS IS MANIFEST IN ECHO. BUT THERE ARE MANY MORE SECRET ARTS THAN THESE, AND SUCH WHEREBY ANY ONE MAY, AT A REMARKABLE DISTANCE, HEAR, AND UNDERSTAND DISTINCTLY, WHAT ANOTHER SPEAKS OR WHISPERS.
CHAP. IV. OF COMPOUND, OR MIXED BODIES--IN WHAT MANNER THEY RELATE TO THE ELEMENTS--AND HOW THE ELEMENTS RELATE TO THE SOULS, SENSES, AND DISPOSITIONS OF MEN
THE NEXT IN ORDER, AFTER THE FOUR SIMPLE ELEMENTS, ARE THE FOUR KINDS OF PERFECT BODIES COMPOUNDED OF THEM, VIZ. METALS, STONES, PLANTS, AND ANIMALS; AND ALTHOUGH IN THE GENERATION OF EACH OF THESE, ALL THE ELEMENTS COMBINE TOGETHER IN THE COMPOSITION, YET EVERY ONE OF THEM FOLLOWS AND RESEMBLES ONE OF THE ELEMENTS WHICH IS MOST PREDOMINANT: FOR ALL STONES, BEING EARTHY, ARE NATURALLY HEAVY, AND ARE SO HARDENED WITH DRYNESS THAT THEY CANNOT BE MELTED;--BUT METALS ARE WATERY, AND MAY BE MELTED, WHICH NATURALISTS AND CHEMISTS FIND TO BE TRUE, VIZ. THAT THEY ARE COMPOSED OR GENERATED OF A VISCOUS WATER, OR WATERY ARGENT VIVE. PLANTS HAVE SUCH AN AFFINITY WITH THE AIR, THAT UNLESS THEY ARE OUT IN IT, AND RECEIVE ITS BENEFIT, THEY NEITHER FLOURISH NOR INCREASE. SO ALSO, ANIMALS, AS THE POET FINELY EXPRESSES IT "HAVE, IN THEIR NATURES, A MOST FIERY FORCE, "AND ALSO SPRING FROM A CELESTIAL SOURCE:" AND FIRE IS SO NATURAL TO THEM THAT, BEING EXTINGUISHED, THEY SOON DIE. NOW, AMONGST STONES, THOSE THAT ARE DARK AND HEAVY, ARE CALLED EARTHY--THOSE WHICH ARE TRANSPARENT, OF THE WATERY ELEMENT, AS CRYSTAL, BERYL, AND PEARLS--THOSE WHICH SWIM UPON THE WATER AND ARE SPONGIOUS, AS THE PUMICE-STONE, SPONGE, AND SOPHUS, ARE CALLED AIRY--AND THOSE ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THE ELEMENT OF FIRE, OUT OF WHICH FIRE IS EXTRACTED, OR WHICH ARE RESOLVED INTO FIRE; AS THUNDER-STONES, FIRE-STONES, ASBESTOS. ALSO, AMONGST METALS; LEAD AND SILVER ARE EARTHY; QUICKSILVER IS WATERY; COPPER AND TIN, AIRY; GOLD AND IRON, FIERY. IN PLANTS, ALSO, THE ROOTS RESEMBLE EARTH--THE LEAVES, WATER--FLOWERS, THE AIR--AND SEED, THE FIRE, BY REASON OF THEIR MULTIPLYING SPIRIT. BESIDES, SOME ARE HOT, SOME COLD, SOME MOIST, OTHERS DRY, BORROWING THEIR NAMES FROM THE QUALITIES OF THE ELEMENTS. AMONGST ANIMALS, ALSO, SOME ARE, IN COMPARISON OF OTHERS, EARTHY, BECAUSE THEY LIVE IN THE VERY BOWELS OF THE EARTH, AS WORMS, MOLES, AND MANY OTHER REPTILES; OTHERS WATERY, AS FISH; OTHERS WHICH ALWAYS ABIDE IN THE AIR, THEREFORE AIRY; OTHERS, AGAIN, FIERY, AS SALAMANDERS, CRICKETS; AND SUCH AS ARE OF A FIERY HEAT, AS PIGEONS, OSTRICHES, EAGLES, LIONS, PANTHERS. NOW, IN ANIMALS, THE BONES RESEMBLE EARTH--VITAL SPIRIT, THE FIRE--FLESH, THE AIR--AND HUMORS, THE WATER; AND THESE HUMORS ALSO RESEMBLE THE ELEMENTS, VIZ. YELLOW CHOLER, THE FIRE--THE BLOOD, THE AIR--PHLEGM, THE WATER—AND BLACK CHOLER, OR MELANCHOLY, THE EARTH. AND, LASTLY, IN THE SOUL ITSELF, THE UNDERSTANDING RESEMBLES THE FIRE--REASON, THE AIR--IMAGINATION, THE WATER-- AND THE SENSES THE EARTH. AND THESE SENSES AGAIN ARE DIVIDED AMONGST THEMSELVES, ACCORDING TO THE ELEMENTS: FOR THE SIGHT IS FIERY, BECAUSE IT CANNOT PERCEIVE WITHOUT THE HELP OF FIRE AND LIGHT--THE HEARING IS AIRY, FOR A SOUND IS MADE BY THE STRIKING OF THE AIR--THE SMELL AND TASTE RESEMBLE WATER, WITHOUT THE MOISTURE OF WHICH THERE IS NEITHER SMELL NOR TASTE-AND, LASTLY, THE FEELING IS WHOLLY EARTHLY, BECAUSE IT TAKES GROSS BODIES FOR ITS OBJECT. THE ACTIONS, ALSO, AND OPERATIONS OF MAN ARE GOVERNED BY THE ELEMENTS: FOR THE EARTH SIGNIFIES A SLOW AND FIRM MOTION; THE WATER, FEARFULNESS, SLUGGISHNESS, AND REMISS NESS IN WORKING; AIR SIGNIFIES CHEERFULNESS, AND AN AMIABLE DISPOSITION; BUT FIRE, A FIERCE, WORKING, QUICK, SUSCEPTIBLE DISPOSITION. THE ELEMENTS ARE, THEREFORE, THE FIRST AND ORIGINAL MATTER OF ALL THINGS; AND ALL THINGS ARE OF AND ACCORDING TO THEM AND THEY IN AND THROUGH ALL THINGS DIFFUSE THEIR VIRTUES.
CHAP. V. THAT THE ELEMENTS ARE IN THE HEAVENS, IN THE STARS, IN DEVILS, ANGELS, INTELLIGENCES, AND, LASTLY, IN GOD HIMSELF
IN THE ORIGINAL AND EXEMPLARY WORLD, ALL THINGS ARE ALL IN ALL; SO ALSO, IN THIS CORPOREAL WORLD. AND THE ELEMENTS ARE NOT ONLY IN THESE INFERIOR THINGS; BUT ARE IN THE HEAVENS, IN STARS, IN DEVILS, IN ANGELS, AND LIKEWISE IN GOD HIMSELF, THE MAKER AND ORIGINAL EXAMPLE OF ALL THINGS. NOW IT MUST BE UNDERSTOOD THAT IN THESE INFERIOR BODIES THE ELEMENTS ARE GROSS AND CORRUPTIBLE; BUT IN THE HEAVENS THEY ARE, WITH THEIR NATURES AND VIRTUES, AFTER A CELESTIAL AND MORE EXCELLENT MANNER THAN IN SUBLUNARY THINGS: FOR THE FIRMNESS OF THE CELESTIAL EARTH IS THERE WITHOUT THE GROSSNESS OF WATER; AND THE AGILITY OF AIR WITHOUT EXCEEDING ITS BOUNDS; THE HEAT OF FIRE WITHOUT BURNING, ONLY SHINING, GIVING LIGHT AND LIFE TO ALL THINGS BY ITS CELESTIAL HEAT.—NOW AMONGST THE STARS, OR PLANETS, SOME ARE FIERY, AS MARS, AND THE SUN--AIRY, AS JUPITER, AND VENUS--WATERY, AS SATURN, AND MERCURY--AND EARTHY, SUCH AS INHABIT THE EIGHTH ORB, AND THE MOON (WHICH BY MANY IS ACCOUNTED WATERY), SEEING THAT, AS IF IT WERE EARTH, IT ATTRACTS TO ITSELF THE CELESTIAL WATERS, WITH WHICH BEING IMBIBED IT DOES, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS PROXIMITY TO US, POUR FORTH AND COMMUNICATE TO OUR GLOBE. THERE ARE, LIKEWISE, AMONGST THE SIGNS, SOME FIERY, SOME AIRY, SOME WATERY, AND SOME EARTHY. THE ELEMENTS RULE THEM, ALSO, IN THE HEAVENS, DISTRIBUTING TO THEM THESE FOUR THREEFOLD CONSIDERATIONS OF EVERY ELEMENT, ACCORDING TO THEIR TRIPLICITIES, VIZ. THE BEGINNING, MIDDLE, AND END. LIKEWISE, DEVILS ARE DISTINGUISHED ACCORDING TO THE ELEMENTS: FOR SOME ARE CALLED EARTHY DEVILS, OTHERS FIERY, SOME AIRY, AND OTHERS WATERY. HENCE, ALSO, THOSE FOUR INFERNAL RIVERS: FIERY PHLEGETHON, AIRY COCYTUS, WATERY STYX, EARTHY ACHERON. ALSO, IN THE GOSPEL, WE READ OF COMPARISONS OF THE ELEMENTS: AS HELL FIRE, AND ETERNAL FIRE, INTO WHICH THE CURSED SHALL BE COMMANDED TO GO;--AND IN REVELATIONS, OF A LAKE OF FIRE:--AND ISAIAH, SPEAKING OF THE DAMNED, SAYS THAT THE LORD WILL SMITE THEM WITH CORRUPT AIR;--AND IN JOB, THEY SHALL SKIP FROM THE WATERS OF THE SNOW TO THE EXTREMITY OF HEAT; AND, IN THE SAME, WE READ, THAT THE EARTH IS DARK, AND COVERED WITH THE DARKNESS OF DEATH, AND MISERABLE DARKNESS. AND THESE ELEMENTS ARE PLACED IN THE ANGELS OF HEAVEN, AND THE BLESSED INTELLIGENCES: THERE IS IN THEM A STABILITY OF THEIR ESSENCE, WHICH IS AN EARTHY VIRTUE, IN WHICH IS THE STEADFAST SEAT OF GOD. BY THE PSALMIST THEY ARE CALLED WATERS, WHERE HE SAYS--"WHO RULE THE WATERS THAT ARE HIGHER THAN THE HEAVENS;"--ALSO, IN THEM THEIR SUBTLE BREATH IS AIR, AND THEIR LOVE IS SHINING FIRE; HENCE THEY ARE CALLED IN SCRIPTURE, THE WINGS OF THE WIND; AND, IN ANOTHER PLACE, THE PSALMIST SPEAKS OF THEM THUS--"WHO MAKE ANGELS THY SPIRITS, AND THY MINISTERS A FLAMING FIRE!"--ALSO, ACCORDING TO THE DIFFERENT ORDERS OF SPIRITS OR ANGELS, SOME ARE FIERY, AS SERAPHIM’S, AUTHORITIES, AND POWERS--EARTHY, AS CHERUBIM--WATERY, AS THRONES AND ARCHANGELS--AIRY, AS DOMINIONS AND PRINCIPALITIES. AND DO WE NOT READ OF THE ORIGINAL MAKER OF ALL THINGS, THAT THE EARTH SHALL BE OPENED AND BRING FORTH A SAVIOR?--LIKEWISE IT IS SPOKEN OF THE SAME, THAT HE SHALL BE A FOUNTAIN OF LIVING WATER, CLEANSING AND REGENERATING AND THE SAME SPIRIT BREATHING THE BREATH OF LIFE; AND THE SAME, ACCORDING TO MOSES' AND PAUL'S TESTIMONY--A CONSUMING FIRE. THAT THE ELEMENTS ARE, THEREFORE, TO BE FOUND EVERY WHERE, AND IN ALL THINGS, AFTER THEIR MANNER, NO MAN WILL DARE TO DENY: FIRST, IN THESE INFERIOR BODIES, FECULENT AND GROSS; AND IN CELESTIALS, MORE-PURE AND CLEAR; BUT IN SUPER-CELESTIALS, LIVING, AND IN ALL RESPECTS BLESSED. ELEMENTS, THEREFORE, IN THE EXEMPLARY WORLD, ARE IDEAS OF THINGS TO BE PRODUCED; IN INTELLIGENCES, THEY ARE DISTRIBUTED POWERS; IN THE HEAVENS, THEY ARE VIRTUES; AND IN INFERIOR BODIES, ARE GROSS FORMS.
CHAP. VI. THAT THE WISDOM OF GOD WORKS BY THE MEDIUM OF SECOND CAUSES (I. E. BY THE INTELLIGENCES, BY THE HEAVENS, ELEMENTS, AND CELESTIAL BODIES) IS PROVED BEYOND DISPUTE IN THIS CHAPTER
IT IS TO BE NOTED, THAT GOD, IN THE FIRST PLACE, IS THE END AND BEGINNING OF ALL VIRTUE: HE GIVES THE SEAL OF THE IDEAS TO HIS SERVANTS, THE INTELLIGENCES, WHO, AS FAITHFUL OFFICERS, SIGN ALL THINGS ENTRUSTED TO THEM WITH AN IDEAL VIRTUE; THE HEAVENS AND STARS, AS INSTRUMENTS, DISPOSING THE MATTER, IN THE MEAN WHILE, FOR THE RECEIVING OF THOSE FORMS WHICH RESIDE IN DIVINE MAJESTY, AND TO BE CONVEYED BY STARS. AND THE GIVER OF FORMS DISTRIBUTES THEM BY THE MINISTRY OF HIS INTELLIGENCES, WHICH HE HAS ORDAINED AS RULERS AND COMPTROLLERS OVER HIS WORKS; TO WHOM SUCH A POWER IS ENTRUSTED, IN THINGS COMMITTED TO THEM, THAT SO ALL VIRTUE IN STONES, HERBS, METALS, AND ALL OTHER THINGS, MAY COME FROM THE INTELLIGENCES, THE GOVERNORS. THEREFORE, THE FORM AND VIRTUE OF THINGS COME FIRST FROM THE IDEAS--THEN FROM THE RULING AND GOVERNING INTELLIGENCES--THEN FROM THE ASPECTS OF THE HEAVENS DISPOSING--AND, LASTLY, FROM THE TEMPERS OF THE ELEMENTS DISPOSED, ANSWERING THE INFLUENCES OF THE HEAVENS, BY WHICH THE ELEMENTS THEMSELVES ARE ORDERED OR DISPOSED. THESE KINDS OF OPERATIONS, THEREFORE, ARE PERFORMED IN THESE INFERIOR THINGS BY EXPRESS FORMS; AND IN THE HEAVENS, BY DISPOSING VIRTUES; IN INTELLIGENCES, BY MEDIATING RULES; IN THE ORIGINAL CAUSE, BY IDEAS AND EXEMPLARY FORMS; ALL WHICH MUST OF NECESSITY AGREE IN THE EXECUTION OF THE EFFECT AND VIRTUE OF EVERY THING. THERE IS, THEREFORE, A WONDERFUL VIRTUE AND OPERATION IN EVERY HERB AND STONE, BUT GREATER IN A STAR; BEYOND WHICH, EVEN FROM THE GOVERNING INTELLIGENCES, EVERY THING, RECEIVES AND OBTAINS MANY THINGS FOR ITSELF, ESPECIALLY FROM THE SUPREME CAUSE, WITH WHOM ALL THINGS MUTUALLY AND EXACTLY CORRESPOND, AGREEING IN A HARMONIOUS CONSENT. THEREFORE THERE IS NO OTHER CAUSE OF THE NECESSITY OF EFFECTS, THAN THE CONNECTION OF ALL THINGS WITH THE FIRST CAUSE, AND THEIR CORRESPONDENCY WITH THOSE DIVINE PATTERNS AND ETERNAL IDEAS, WHENCE EVERY THING HATH ITS DETERMINATE AND PARTICULAR PLACE IN THE EXEMPLARY WORLD, FROM WHENCE IT LIVES AND RECEIVES ITS ORIGINAL BEING; AND EVERY VIRTUE OF HERBS, STONES, METALS, ANIMALS, WORDS, SPEECHES, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE OF GOD, ARE PLACED THERE. NOW THE FIRST CAUSE (WHICH IS GOD), ALTHOUGH HE DOTH, BY INTELLIGENCES AND THE HEAVENS, WORK UPON THESE INFERIOR THINGS, DOES SOMETIMES (THESE MEDIUMS BEING LAID ASIDE, OR THEIR OFFICIATING BEING SUSPENDED) WORK THOSE THINGS IMMEDIATELY BY HIMSELF--WHICH WORKS ARE THEN CALLED MIRACLES. BUT WHEREAS SECONDARY CAUSES DO, BY THE COMMAND AND APPOINTMENT OF THE FIRST CAUSE, NECESSARILY ACT, AND ARE NECESSITATED TO PRODUCE THEIR EFFECTS; IF GOD SHALL, NOTWITHSTANDING, ACCORDING TO HIS PLEASURE, SO DISCHARGE AND SUSPEND THEM THAT THEY SHALL WHOLLY DESIST FROM THE NECESSITY OF THAT COMMAND, THEN THEY ARE CALLED THE GREATEST MIRACLES OF GOD. FOR INSTANCE: THE FIRE OF THE CHALDEAN FURNACE DID NOT BURN THE CHILDREN; THE SUN STOOD STILL AT THE COMMAND OF JOSHUA, AND BECAME RETROGRADE ONE WHOLE DAY; ALSO, AT THE PRAYER OF HEZEKIAH, IT WENT BACK TEN DEGREES; AND WHEN OUR SAVIOR CHRIST WAS CRUCIFIED, IT BECAME DARKENED, THOUGH AT FULL MOON. AND THE REASON OF THESE OPERATIONS CAN BY NO RATIONAL DISCOURSE, NO MAGIC OR SCIENCE, OCCULT OR PROFOUND SOEVER, BE FOUND OUT OR UNDERSTOOD; BUT ARE TO BE LEARNED BY DIVINE ORACLES ONLY. 
CHAP. VII. OF THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD
NOW SEEING THAT THE SOUL IS THE ESSENTIAL FORM, INTELLIGIBLE AND INCORRUPTIBLE, AND IS THE FIRST MOVER OF THE BODY, AND IS MOVED OF ITSELF; BUT THAT THE BODY, OR MATTER, IS OF ITSELF UNABLE AND UNFIT FOR MOTION, AND DOES VERY MUCH DEGENERATE FROM THE SOUL, IT APPEARS THAT THERE IS NEED OF A MORE EXCELLENT MEDIUM:--NOW SUCH A MEDIUM IS CONCEIVED TO BE THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD, OR THAT WHICH SOME CALL A QUINTESSENCE; BECAUSE IT IS NOT FROM THE FOUR ELEMENTS, BUT A CERTAIN FIRST THING, HAVING ITS BEING ABOVE AND BESIDE THEM. THERE IS, THEREFORE, SUCH A KIND OF MEDIUM REQUIRED TO BE, BY WHICH CELESTIAL SOULS MAY BE JOINED TO GROSS BODIES, AND BESTOW UPON THEM WONDERFUL GIFTS. THIS SPIRIT IS, IN THE SAME MANNER, IN THE BODY OF THE WORLD, AS OUR SPIRIT IS IN OUR BODIES; FOR AS THE POWERS OF OUR SOUL ARE COMMUNICATED TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BODY BY THE MEDIUM OF THE SPIRIT, SO ALSO THE VIRTUE OF THE SOUL OF THE WORLD IS DIFFUSED, THROUGHOUT ALL THINGS, BY THE MEDIUM OF THE UNIVERSAL SPIRIT; FOR THERE IS NOTHING TO BE FOUND IN THE WHOLE WORLD THAT HATH NOT A SPARK OF THE VIRTUE THEREOF. NOW THIS SPIRIT IS RECEIVED INTO THINGS, MORE OR LESS, BY THE RAYS OF THE STARS, SO FAR AS THINGS ARE DISPOSED, OR MADE FIT RECIPIENTS OF IT. BY THIS SPIRIT, THEREFORE, EVERY OCCULT PROPERTY IS CONVEYED INTO HERBS, STONES, METALS, AND ANIMALS, THROUGH THE SUN, MOON, PLANETS, AND THROUGH STARS HIGHER THAN THE PLANETS. NOW THIS SPIRIT MAY BE MORE ADVANTAGEOUS TO US IF WE KNEW HOW TO SEPARATE IT FROM THE ELEMENTS; OR, AT LEAST, TO USE THOSE THINGS CHIEFLY WHICH ARE MOST ABOUNDING WITH THIS SPIRIT. FOR THOSE THINGS IN WHICH THE SPIRIT IS LESS DROWNED IN A BODY, AND LESS CHECKED BY MATTER, DO MUCH MORE POWERFULLY AND PERFECTLY ACT, AND ALSO MORE READILY GENERATE THEIR LIKE; FOR IN IT ARE ALL GENERATIVE AND SEMINAL VIRTUES. FOR WHICH CAUSE THE ALCHYMIST ENDEAVORS TO SEPARATE THIS SPIRIT FROM GOLD AND SILVER, WHICH, BEING RIGHTLY SEPARATED AND EXTRACTED, IF IT SHALL BE AFTERWARDS PROJECTED UPON ANY METAL, TURNS IT INTO GOLD OR SILVER; WHICH IS NO WAY IMPOSSIBLE OR IMPROBABLE, WHEN WE CONSIDER THAT BY ART THAT MAY BE DONE IN A SHORT TIME, WHAT NATURE, IN THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH (AS IN A MATRIX), PERFECTS IN A VERY LONG SPACE OF TIME.
CHAP. VIII. OF THE SEALS AND CHARACTERS IMPRESSED BY CELESTIALS UPON NATURAL THINGS
ALL STARS HAVE THEIR PECULIAR NATURES, PROPERTIES, AND CONDITIONS, THE SEALS AND CHARACTERS WHEREOF THEY PRODUCE THROUGH THEIR RAYS EVEN IN THESE INFERIOR THINGS, VIZ. IN ELEMENTS, IN STONES, IN PLANTS, IN ANIMALS, AND THEIR MEMBERS; WHENCE EVERY THING RECEIVES FROM AN HARMONIOUS DISPOSITION, AND FROM ITS STAR SHINING UPON IT, SOME PARTICULAR SEAL OR CHARACTER STAMPED UPON IT, WHICH IS THE SIGNIFICATOR OF THAT STAR OR HARMONY, CONTAINING IN IT A PECULIAR VIRTUE, DIFFERENT FROM OTHER VIRTUES OF THE SAME MATTER, BOTH GENERICALLY, SPECIFICALLY, AND NUMERICALLY. EVERY THING, THEREFORE, HATH ITS CHARACTER IMPRESSED UPON IT BY ITS STAR FOR SOME PECULIAR EFFECT, ESPECIALLY BY THAT STAR WHICH DOTH PRINCIPALLY GOVERN IT; AND THESE CHARACTERS CONTAIN IN THEM THE PARTICULAR NATURES, VIRTUES, AND ROOTS OF THEIR STARS, AND PRODUCE THE LIKE OPERATIONS UPON OTHER THINGS ON WHICH THEY ARE REFLECTED; AND STIR UP AND HELP THE INFLUENCES OF THEIR STARS, WHETHER THEY BE PLANETS, OR FIXED STARS AND FIGURES, OR CELESTIAL CONSTELLATIONS, VIZ. AS OFTEN AS THEY SHALL BE MADE IN A FIT MATTER, AND IN THEIR DUE AND ACCUSTOMED TIMES; WHICH THE ANCIENT WISE MEN (CONSIDERING SUCH AS LABORED MUCH IN FINDING OUT OCCULT PROPERTIES OF THINGS) DID SET DOWN, IN WRITING, THE IMAGES OF THE STARS, THEIR FIGURES, SEALS, MARKS, CHARACTERS, SUCH AS NATURE HERSELF DID DESCRIBE BY THE RAYS OF THE STARS IN THESE INFERIOR BODIES: SOME IN STONES, SOME IN PLANTS, SOME IN JOINTS AND KNOTS OF TREES AND THEIR BOUGHS, AND SOME IN VARIOUS MEMBERS OF ANIMALS. FOR THE BAY-TREE, LOTE-TREE, AND MARIGOLD, ARE SOLARY HERBS, AND THEIR ROOTS AND KNOTS BEING CUT, THEY SHOW THE CHARACTERS OF THE SUN; AND IN STONES THE CHARACTER AND IMAGES OF CELESTIAL THINGS ARE OFTEN FOUND. BUT THERE BEING SO GREAT A DIVERSITY OF THINGS, THERE IS ONLY A TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE OF A FEW THINGS WHICH HUMAN UNDERSTANDING IS ABLE TO REACH; THEREFORE VERY FEW OF THOSE THINGS ARE KNOWN TO US, WHICH THE ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS AND CHIROMANCERS ATTAINED TO, PARTLY BY REASON AND PARTLY BY EXPERIENCE; AND THERE YET LIE HID MANY THINGS IN THE TREASURY OF NATURE, WHICH THE DILIGENT STUDENT AND WISE SEARCHER SHALL CONTEMPLATE AND DISCOVER.
CHAP. IX. TREATING OF THE VIRTUE AND EFFICACY OF PERFUMES, OR SUFFUMIGATIONS, AND VAPOURS; AND TO WHAT PLANETS THEY ARE PROPERLY AND RIGHTLY ATTRIBUTED
IT IS NECESSARY, BEFORE WE COME TO THE OPERATIVE OR PRACTICAL PART OF TALISMANIC MAGIC, TO SHOW THE COMPOSITIONS OF FUMES OR VAPORS, THAT ARE PROPER TO THE STARS, AND ARE OF GREAT FORCE FOR THE OPPORTUNELY RECEIVING OF CELESTIAL GIFTS, UNDER THE RAYS OF THE STARS--INASMUCH AS THEY STRONGLY WORK UPON THE AIR AND BREATH; FOR OUR BREATH IS VERY MUCH CHANGED BY SUCH KIND OF VAPORS, IF BOTH VAPORS BE OF THE OTHER LIKE. THE AIR BEING ALSO, THROUGH THE SAID VAPORS, EASILY MOVED, OR INFECTED WITH THE QUALITIES OF INFERIORS, OR CELESTIAL (DAILY QUICKLY PENETRATING OUR BREAST AND VITALS), DOES WONDERFULLY REDUCE US TO THE LIKE QUALITIES. LET NO MAN WONDER HOW GREAT THINGS SUFFUMIGATIONS CAN DO IN THE AIR; ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY SHALL, WITH PORPHYRY, CONSIDER THAT, BY CERTAIN VAPORS EXHALED FROM PROPER SUFFUMIGATIONS, AERIAL SPIRITS ARE RAISED; ALSO THUNDER AND LIGHTNINGS, AND THE LIKE: AS THE LIVER OF A CHAMELEON BEING BURNT ON THE HOUSE TOP, WILL RAISE SHOWERS AND LIGHTNINGS; THE SAME EFFECT HAS THE HEAD AND THROAT, IF THEY ARE BURNT WITH OAKEN WOOD. THERE ARE SOME SUFFUMIGATIONS UNDER THE INFLUENCES OF THE STARS, THAT CAUSE IMAGES OF SPIRITS TO APPEAR IN THE AIR, OR ELSEWHERE: FOR IF CORIANDER, SMALLAGE, HENBANE, AND HEMLOCK BE MADE TO FUME, BY INVOCATIONS SPIRITS WILL SOON COME TOGETHER, BEING ATTRACTED BY THE VAPORS WHICH ARE MOST CONGRUOUS TO THEIR OWN NATURES; HENCE THEY ARE CALLED THE HERBS OF THE SPIRITS. ALSO IT IS SAID, THAT IF A FUME BE MADE OF THE ROOT OF THE REEDY HERB SAGAPEN, WITH THE JUICE OF HEMLOCK AND HENBANE, AND THE HERB TAPSUS BARBATUS, RED SANDERS, AND BLACK POPPY, IT WILL LIKEWISE MAKE STRANGE SHAPES APPEAR; BUT IF A SUFFUME BE MADE OF SMALLAGE, IT CHASES THEM AWAY, AND DESTROYS THEIR VISIONS. AGAIN, IF A PERFUME IS MADE OF CALAMINT, PIONY, MINT, AND PALMA CHRISTI, IT DRIVES AWAY ALL EVIL SPIRITS AND VAIN IMAGINATIONS. LIKEWISE, BY CERTAIN FUMES, ANIMALS ARE GATHERED TOGETHER, AND PUT TO FLIGHT. PLINY MENTIONS CONCERNING THE STONE LIPARIS, THAT, WITH THE FUME THEREOF, ALL BEASTS ARE ATTRACTED TOGETHER. THE BONES IN THE UPPER PART OF THE THROAT OF A HART, BEING BURNT, BRING SERPENTS TOGETHER; BUT THE HORN OF THE HART, BEING BURNT, CHASES AWAY THE SAME; LIKEWISE, A FUME OF PEACOCK'S FEATHERS DOES THE SAME. ALSO, THE LUNGS OF AN ASS, BEING BURNT, PUTS ALL POISONOUS THINGS TO FLIGHT; AND THE FUME OF THE BURNT HOOF OF A HORSE DRIVES AWAY MICE; THE SAME DOES THE HOOF A MULE; AND WITH THE HOOF OF THE LEFT-FOOT FLIES ARE DRIVEN AWAY. AND IF A HOUSE, OR ALLY PLACE, BE SMOAKED WITH THE GALL OF A CUTTLE-FISH, MADE INTO A CONFECTION WITH RED STORAX, ROSES, AND LIGNUM ALOES, AND THEN THERE BE SOME SEA-WATER OR BLOOD CAST INTO THAT PLACE, THE WHOLE HOUSE WILL SEEM TO BE FULL OF WATER OR BLOOD. NOW SUCH KIND OF VAPORS AS THESE, WE MUST CONCEIVE, DO INFECT A BODY, AND INFUSE A VIRTUE INTO IT WHICH CONTINUES LONG, EVEN AS THE POISONOUS VAPOR OF THE PESTILENCE, BEING KEPT FOR TWO YEARS IN THE WALLS OF A HOUSE, INFECTS THE INHABITANTS; AND AS THE CONTAGION OF PEST OR LEPROSY LYING HID IN A GARMENT, WILL, LONG AFTER, INFECT HIM THAT WEARS IT. NOW THERE ARE CERTAIN SUFFUMIGATIONS USED TO ALMOST ALL OUR INSTRUMENTS OF MAGIC (OF WHICH HEREAFTER), SUCH AS IMAGES, RINGS, &C. FOR SOME OF THE MAGICIANS SAY, THAT IF ANY ONE SHALL HIDE GOLD, OR SILVER, OR ANY OTHER SUCH LIKE PRECIOUS THING (THE MOON BEING IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE SUN), AND SHALL PERFUME THE PLACE WITH CORIANDER, SAFFRON, HENBANE, SMALLAGE, AND BLACK POPPY, OF EACH THE SAME QUANTITY, AND BRUISED TOGETHER, AND TEMPERED WITH THE JUICE OF HEMLOCK, THAT THING WHICH IS SO HID SHALL NEVER BE TAKEN AWAY THEREFROM, BUT THAT SPIRIT SHALL CONTINUALLY KEEP IT; AND IF ANY ONE SHALL ENDEAVOR TO TAKE IT AWAY BY FORCE, THEY SHALL BE HURT, OR STRUCK WITH A FRENZY. AND HERMES SAYS, THERE IS NOTHING LIKE THE FUME OF SPERMACETI FOR THE RAISING UP OF SPIRITS; THEREFORE IF A FUME BE MADE OF THAT, LIGNUM ALOES, PEPPERWORT, MUSK, SAFFRON, AND RED STORAX, TEMPERED TOGETHER WITH THE BLOOD OF A LAPWING OR BAT, IT WILL QUICKLY GATHER AIRY SPIRITS TO THE PLACE WHERE IT IS USED; AND IF IT BE USED ABOVE THE GRAVES OF THE DEAD, IT WILL ATTRACT SPIRITS AND GHOSTS THITHER. NOW THE USE OF SUFFUMIGATIONS IS THIS: THAT WHENEVER WE SET ABOUT MAKING ANY TALISMAN, IMAGE, OR THE LIKE, UNDER THE RULE OR DOMINION OF ANY STAR OR PLANET, WE SHOULD BY NO MEANS OMIT THE MAKING OF A SUFFUMIGATION APPROPRIATE TO THAT PLANET OR CONSTELLATION UNDER WHICH WE DESIRE TO WORK ANY EFFECT OR WONDERFUL OPERATION; AS FOR INSTANCE:--WHEN WE DIRECT ANY WORK TO THE SUN, WE MUST SUFFUME WITH SOLARY THINGS; IF TO THE MOON, WITH LUNARY THINGS; AND SO OF THE REST. AND WE MUST BE CAREFUL TO OBSERVE, THAT AS THERE IS A CONTRARIETY, OR ANTIPATHY, IN THE NATURES OF THE STARS AND PLANETS AND THEIR SPIRITS, SO THERE IS ALSO IN SUFFUMIGATIONS: FOR THERE IS AN ANTIPATHY BETWEEN LIGNUM ALOES AND SULPHUR FRANKINCENSE AND QUICKSILVER; AND SPIRITS THAT ARE RAISED BY THE FUME OF LIGNUM ALOES, ARE LAID BY THE BURNING OF SULPHUR. FOR THE LEARNED PROCLUS GIVES AN EXAMPLE OF A SPIRIT THAT APPEARED IN THE FORM OF A LION, FURIOUS AND RAGING: BY SETTING A WHITE COCK BEFORE THE APPARITION IT SOON VANISHED AWAY; BECAUSE THERE IS SO GREAT A CONTRARIETY BETWEEN A COCK AND A LION;--AND LET THIS SUFFICE FOR A GENERAL OBSERVATION IN THESE KIND OF THINGS. WE SHALL PROCEED WITH SHOWING DISTINCTLY THE COMPOSITION OF THE SEVERAL FUMES APPROPRIATED TO THE SEVEN PLANETS.
CHAP. X. OF THE COMPOSITION OF SOME PERFUMES APPROPRIATED TO THE SEVEN PLANETS
THE SUN. ☉ WE MAKE A SUFFUMIGATION FOR THE SUN IN THIS MANNER: TAKE OF SAFFRON, AMBERGRIS, MUSK, LIGNUM ALOES, LIGNUM BALSAM, THE FRUIT OF THE LAUREL, CLOVES, MYRRH, AND FRANKINCENSE; OF EACH A LIKE QUANTITY; ALL OF WHICH BEING BRUISED, AND MIXED TOGETHER, SO AS TO MAKE A SWEET ODOR, MUST BE INCORPORATED WITH THE BRAIN OF AN EAGLE, OR THE BLOOD OF A WHITE COCK, AFTER THE MANNER OF PILLS, OR TROCHES.
THE MOON. ☽ FOR THE MOON, WE MAKE A SUFFUME OF THE HEAD OF A FROG DRIED, AND THE EYES OF A BULL, THE SEED OF WHITE POPPIES, FRANKINCENSE, AND CAMPHIRE, WHICH MUST BE INCORPORATED WITH MENSTRUOUS BLOOD, OR THE BLOOD OF A GOOSE.
SATURN. ♄ FOR SATURN TAKE THE SEED OF BLACK POPPIES, HENBANE, MANDRAKE ROOT, LOADSTONE, AND MYRRH, AND MIX THEM UP WITH THE BRAIN OF A CAT AND THE BLOOD OF A BAT.
JUPITER. ♃ TAKE THE SEED OF ASH, LIGNUM ALOES, STORAX, THE GUM BENJAMIN, THE LAPIS LAZULI, THE TOPS OF PEACOCKS' FEATHERS, AND INCORPORATE WITH THE BLOOD OF A STORK, OR SWALLOW, OR THE BRAIN OF A HART.
MARS. ♂ TAKE UPHORBIUM, BDELLIUM, GUM ARMONIAC, THE ROOTS OF BOTH HELLEBORES, THE LOADSTONE, AND A LITTLE SULPHUR, AND INCORPORATE THEM ALTOGETHER WITH THE BRAIN OF A HART, THE BLOOD OF A MAN, AND THE BLOOD OF A BLACK CAT.
VENUS. ♀ TAKE MUSK, AMBERGRIS, LIGNUM ALOES, RED ROSES, AND RED CORAL, AND MAKE THEM UP WITH SPARROW'S BRAINS AND PIGEON'S BLOOD.
MERCURY. ☿ TAKE MASTICH, FRANKINCENSE, CLOVES, AND THE HERB CINQUEFOIL, AND THE AGATE STONE, AND INCORPORATE THEM ALL WITH THE BRAIN OF A FOX, OR WEASEL, AND THE BLOOD OF A MAGPIE.
GENERAL FUMES OF THE PLANETS
TO SATURN ARE APPROPRIATED FOR FUMES, ODORIFEROUS ROOTS: AS PEPPER-WORT ROOT, &C., AND THE FRANKINCENSE TREE. TO JUPITER, ALL ODORIFEROUS FRUITS: AS NUTMEGS, CLOVES, &C. TO MARS, ALL ODORIFEROUS WOODS: AS SANDERS, CYPRUS, LIGNUM BALSAM, AND LIGNUM ALOES. TO THE SUN, ALL GUMS: AS FRANKINCENSE, MASTICH BENJAMIN, STORAX, LAUDANUM, AMBERGRIS, AND MUSK. TO VENUS, FLOWERS: AS ROSES, VIOLETS, SAFFRON, AND THE LIKE. TO MERCURY, ALL THE PARINGS OF WOOD OR FRUIT: AS CINNAMON, LIGNUM CASSIA, MACE, CITRON PEEL, AND BAYBERRIES, AND WHATEVER SEEDS ARE ODORIFEROUS. TO THE MOON, THE LEAVES OF ALL VEGETABLES: AS THE LEAF INDUM, THE LEAF OF THE MYRTLE, AND BAY TREE. KNOW, ALSO, THAT ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF ALL MAGICIANS, IN EVERY GOOD MATTER (AS LOVE, GOOD-WILL, &C.), THERE MUST BE A GOOD PERFUME, ODORIFEROUS AND PRECIOUS;--AND IN EVIL MATTERS (AS HATRED, ANGER, MISERY, AND THE LIKE), THERE MUST BE A STINKING FUME THAT IS OF NO WORTH. THE TWELVES SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC ALSO HAVE THEIR PROPER SUFFUMIGATIONS, VIZ., ARIES, MYRRH; TAURUS, PEPPER-WORT; GEMINI, MASTICH; CANCER, CAMPHIRE; LEO, FRANKINCENSE; VIRGO, SANDERS; LIBRA, GALBANUM; SCORPIO, OPPOPONAX; SAGITTARIUS, LIGNUM ALOES; CAPRICORN, BENJAMIN; AQUARIUS, EUPHORBIUM; PISCES, RED STORAX. BUT HERMES DESCRIBES THE MOST POWERFUL FUME TO BE, THAT WHICH IS COMPOUNDED OF THE SEVEN AROMATICS, ACCORDING TO THE POWERS OF THE SEVEN PLANETS: FOR IT RECEIVES FROM SATURN, PEPPER-WORT; FROM JUPITER, NUTMEG; FROM MARS, LIGNUM-ALOES; FROM THE SUN, MASTICH; FROM VENUS, SAFFRON; FROM MERCURY, CINNAMON; AND FROM THE MOON, MYRTLE. BY A CLOSE OBSERVATION OF THE ABOVE ORDER OF SUFFUMIGATIONS, CONJOINED WITH OTHER THINGS, OF WHICH WE SHALL SPEAK HEREAFTER (NECESSARY TO THE FULL ACCOMPLISHMENT OF TALISMANIC MAGIC), MANY WONDERFUL EFFECTS MAY BE CAUSED, ESPECIALLY IF WE KEEP IN EYE WHAT WAS DELIVERED IN THE FIRST PART OF OUR MAGIC, VIZ. THAT THE SOUL OF THE OPERATOR MUST GO ALONG WITH THIS; OTHERWISE, IN VAIN IS SUFFUMIGATION, SEAL, RING, IMAGE, PICTURE, GLASS, OR ANY OTHER INSTRUMENT OF MAGIC: SEEING THAT IT IS NOT MERELY THE DISPOSITION, BUT THE ACT OF THE DISPOSITION, AND FIRM AND POWERFUL INTENT OR IMAGINATION THAT GIVES THE EFFECT.--WE SHALL NOW HASTEN TO SPEAK, GENERALLY, OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF RINGS MAGICAL, AND THEIR WONDERFUL AND POTENT VIRTUES AND OPERATIONS. 
CHAP. XI. OF THE COMPOSITION AND MAGIC VIRTUE OF RINGS
RINGS, WHEN THEY ARE OPPORTUNELY MADE, IMPRESS THEIR VIRTUES UPON US INSOMUCH THAT THEY AFFECT THE SPIRIT OF HIM THAT CARRIES THEM WITH GLADNESS OR SADNESS; AND RENDER HIM BOLD OR FEARFUL, COURTEOUS OR TERRIBLE, AMIABLE OR HATEFUL; INASMUCH, ALSO AS THEY FORTIFY US AGAINST SICKNESS, POISONS, ENEMIES, EVIL SPIRITS, AND ALL MANNER OF HURTFUL THINGS; AND OFTEN, WHERE THE LAW HAS NO EFFECT, THESE LITTLE TRIFLES GREATLY ASSIST AND CORROBORATE THE TROUBLED SPIRIT OF THE WEARER, AND HELP HIM, IN A WONDERFUL MANNER, TO OVERCOME HIS ADVERSARIES, WHILE THEY DO WONDER HOW IT IS THAT THEY CANNOT EFFECT ANY HURTFUL UNDERTAKING AGAINST HIM. THESE THINGS, I SAY, ARE GREAT HELPS AGAINST WRATHFUL, VICIOUS, WORLDLY-MINDED MEN, INASMUCH AS THEY DO TERRIFY, HURT, AND RENDER INVALID THE MACHINATIONS OF THOSE WHO WOULD OTHERWISE WORK OUR MISERY OR DESTRUCTION. ALL WHICH WE ARE NEITHER AFRAID NOR ASHAMED TO DECLARE, WELL KNOWING THAT THESE THINGS WILL BE HID FROM THE WICKED AND PROFANE, SO AS THAT THEY CANNOT DRAW THE SAME INTO ANY ABUSE, OR PRIVY MISCHIEF TOWARD THEIR NEIGHBOR; WE HAVING RESERVED SOME FEW THINGS IN THIS ART TO OURSELVES--NOT WILLING TO THROW PEARLS BEFORE SWINE, AND HOWEVER SIMPLE AND PLAIN WE MAY DESCRIBE SOME CERTAIN EXPERIMENTS AND OPERATIONS (SO AS THAT THE GREAT-MOUTHED SCHOOL PHILOSOPHERS MAY MUTTER OR SCOFF THEREAT), YET THERE IS NOTHING DELIVERED IN THIS BOOK BUT WHAT MAY BE, BY AN UNDERSTANDING THEREOF, BROUGHT INTO EFFECT, AND, LIKEWISE, OUT OF WHICH SOME GOOD MAY BE DERIVED. BUT TO PROCEED. THE MANNER OF MAKING OF THESE RINGS IS THUS:--WHEN ANY STAR ASCENDS IN THE HOROSCOPE (FORTUNATELY), WITH A FORTUNATE ASPECT OR CONJUNCTION OF THE MOON, WE PROCEED TO TAKE A STONE AND HERB, THAT IS UNDER THAT STAR, AND LIKEWISE MAKE A RING OF THE METAL THAT IS CORRESPONDING TO THE STAR; AND IN THE RING UNDER THE STONE, PUT THE HERB OR ROOT, NOT FORGETTING TO INSCRIBE THE EFFECT, IMAGE, NAME, AND CHARACTER, AS ALSO THE PROPER SUFFUME. BUT I SHALL SPEAK MORE OF THESE IN ANOTHER PLACE, WHERE I SPEAK OF IMAGES AND CHARACTERS. THEREFORE, IN MAKING OF RINGS MAGICAL, THESE THINGS ARE UNERRINGLY TO BE OBSERVED AS WE HAVE ORDERED; IF ANY ONE IS WILLING TO WORK ANY EFFECT OR EXPERIMENT IN MAGIC, HE MUST BY NO MEANS NEGLECT THE NECESSARY CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH WE HAVE SO UNIFORMLY DELIVERED. I HAVE READ, IN PHILOSTRATUS JARCHUS, THAT A PRINCE OF THE INDIANS BESTOWED SEVEN RINGS, MARKED WITH THE VIRTUES AND NAMES OF THE SEVEN PLANETS, TO APPOLLONIUS, OF WHICH HE WORE ONE EVERY DAY, DISTINGUISHING ACCORDING TO THE NAMES OF THE DAYS; BY THE BENEFIT OF WHICH HE LIVED ABOVE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS, AS ALSO ALWAYS RETAINED THE BEAUTY OF HIS YOUTH. IN LIKE MANNER, MOSES, THE LAWGIVER AND RULER OF THE HEBREWS, BEING SKILLED IN THE EGYPTIAN MAGIC, IS SAID, BY JOSEPHUS, TO HAVE MADE RINGS OF [SEXLESS] LOVE AND OBLIVION. THERE WAS ALSO, AS SAITH ARISTOTLE, AMONG THE CIRENEANS, A RING OF BATTAS, WHICH COULD PROCURE LOVE AND HONOR. WE READ, ALSO, THAT EUDAMUS, A CERTAIN PHILOSOPHER, MADE RINGS AGAINST THE BITES OF SERPENTS, BEWITCHING’S, AND EVIL SPIRITS. THE SAME DOTH JOSEPHUS RELATE OF SOLOMON. ALSO WE READ, IN PLATO, THAT GYGUS, KING OF LYDIA, HAD A RING OF WONDERFUL AND STRANGE VIRTUES; THE SEAL OF WHICH, WHEN HE TURNED IT TOWARD THE PALM OF HIS HAND, NO BODY COULD SEE HIM, BUT HE COULD SEE ALL THINGS; BY THE OPPORTUNITY OF WHICH RING, HE RAVISHED THE QUEEN, AND SLEW THE KING HIS MASTER, AND KILLED WHOMSOEVER HE THOUGHT STOOD IN HIS WAY; AND IN THESE VILLAINIES NOBODY COULD SEE HIM; AND AT LENGTH, BY THE BENEFIT OF THIS RING, HE BECAME KING OF LYDIA.
CHAP. XII. THAT THE PASSIONS OF THE MIND ARE ASSISTED BY CELESTIALS--AND THAT CONSTANCY OF MIND IS IN EVERY WORK NECESSARY
THE PASSIONS OF THE MIND ARE MUCH HELPED, AND ARE HELPFUL, AND BECOME MOST POWERFUL, BY VIRTUE OF THE HEAVEN, AS THEY AGREE WITH THE HEAVEN--EITHER BY ANY NATURAL AGREEMENT, OR VOLUNTARY ELECTION; FOR, AS PTOLEMY SAYS, HE WHO CHUSETH THAT WHICH IS THE BETTER, SEEMS TO DIFFER NOTHING FROM HIM WHO HATH THIS OF NATURE. IT CONDUCETH, THEREFORE, VERY MUCH FOR THE RECEIVING THE BENEFIT OF THE HEAVENS, IN ANY WORK, IF WE SHALL, BY THE HEAVEN, MAKE OURSELVES SUITABLE TO IT IN OUR THOUGHTS, AFFECTIONS, IMAGINATIONS, ELECTIONS, DELIBERATIONS, CONTEMPLATIONS, AND THE LIKE. FOR SUCH LIKE PASSIONS VEHEMENTLY STIR UP OUR SPIRIT TO THEIR LIKENESS, AND SUDDENLY EXPOSE US, AND YOURS TO THE SUPERIOR SIGNIFICATORS OF SUCH LIKE PASSIONS; AND ALSO, BY REASON OF THEIR DIGNITY AND NEARNESS TO THE SUPERIORS, DO PARTAKE MORE OF THE CELESTIALS THAN ANY MATERIAL THINGS; FOR OUR MIND CAN, THROUGH IMAGINATIONS OR REASON BY A KIND OF IMITATION, BE SO CONFORMED TO ANY STAR, AS SUDDENLY TO BE FILLED WITH THE VIRTUES OF THAT STAR, AS IF WE WERE A PROPER RECEPTACLE OF THE INFLUENCE THEREOF. NOW THE CONTEMPLATING MIND, AS IT WITHDRAWS ITSELF FROM ALL SENSE, IMAGINATION, NATURE, AND DELIBERATION, AND CALLS ITSELF BACK TO THINGS SEPARATED, EFFECTS DIVERS THINGS BY FAITH, WHICH IS A FIRM ADHESION, A FIXED INTENTION, AND VEHEMENT APPLICATION OF THE WORKER OR RECEIVER TO HIM THAT CO-OPERATES IN ANY THING, AND GIVES POWER TO THE WORK WHICH WE INTEND TO DO. SO THAT THERE IS MADE, AS IT WERE, IN US THE IMAGE OF THE VIRTUE TO BE RECEIVED, AND THE THING TO BE DONE IN US, OR BY US. WE MUST, THEREFORE, IN EVERY WORK AND APPLICATION OF THINGS, AFFECT VEHEMENTLY, IMAGINE, HOPE, AND BELIEVE STRONGLY, FOR THAT WILL BE A GREAT HELP. AND IT IS VERIFIED AMONGST PHYSICIANS, THAT A STRONG BELIEF, AND AN UNDOUBTED HOPE, AND LOVE TOWARDS THE PHYSICIAN, CONDUCE MUCH TO HEALTH, YEA MORE SOMETIMES THAN THE MEDICINE ITSELF; FOR THE SAME THAT THE EFFICACY AND VIRTUE OF THE MEDICINE WORKS, THE SAME DOTH THE STRONG IMAGINATION OF THE PHYSICIAN WORK, BEING ABLE TO CHANGE THE QUALITIES OF THE BODY OF THE SICK, ESPECIALLY WHEN THE PATIENT PLACES MUCH CONFIDENCE IN THE PHYSICIAN, BY THAT MEANS DISPOSING HIMSELF FOR THE RECEIVING THE VIRTUE OF THE PHYSICIAN, AND PHYSIC. THEREFORE, HE THAT WORKS IN MAGIC MUST BE OF A CONSTANT BELIEF, BE CREDULOUS, AND NOT AT ALL DOUBT OF THE OBTAINING OF THE EFFECT; FOR AS A FIRM AND STRONG BELIEF DOTH WORK WONDERFUL THINGS, ALTHOUGH IT BE IN FALSE WORKS--SO DISTRUST AND DOUBTING DOTH DISSIPATE AND BREAK THE VIRTUE OF THE MIND OF THE WORKER, WHICH IS THE MEDIUM BETWIXT BOTH EXTREMES; WHENCE IT HAPPENS THAT HE IS FRUSTRATED OF THE DESIRED INFLUENCE OF THE SUPERIORS, WHICH COULD NOT BE ENJOINED AND UNITED TO OUR LABORS WITHOUT A FIRM AND SOLID VIRTUE OF OUR MIND.
CHAP. XIII. HOW MAN'S MIND MAY BE JOINED WITH THE MIND OF INTELLIGENCES AND CELESTIALS AND TOGETHER WITH THEM, IMPRESS CERTAIN WONDERFUL VIRTUES UPON INFERIOR THINGS
THE PHILOSOPHERS, ESPECIALLY THE ARABIANS, SAY, THAT MAN'S MIND, WHEN IT IS MOST INTENT UPON ANY WORK, THROUGH ITS PASSION AND EFFECTS, IS JOINED WITH THE MIND OF THE STARS AND INTELLIGENCES, AND, BEING SO JOINED, IS THE CAUSE THAT SOME WONDERFUL VIRTUE BE INFUSED INTO OUR WORKS AND THINGS; AND THIS, AS BECAUSE THERE IS IN IT AN APPREHENSION AND POWER OF ALL THINGS, SO BECAUSE ALL THINGS HAVE A NATURAL OBEDIENCE TO IT, AND OF NECESSITY AN EFFICACY, AND MORE TO THAT WHICH DESIRED THEM WITH A STRONG DESIRE. AND ACCORDING TO THIS IS VERIFIED THE ART OF CHARACTERS, IMAGES, ENCHANTMENTS, AND SOME SPEECHES, AND MANY OTHER WONDERFUL EXPERIMENTS, TO EVERY THING WHICH THE MIND AFFECTS. BY THIS MEANS, WHATSOEVER THE MIND OF HIM THAT IS IN VEHEMENT LOVE AFFECTS, HATH AN EFFICACY TO CAUSE LOVE; AND WHATSOEVER THE MIND OF HIM THAT STRONGLY HATES, DICTATES, HATH AN EFFICACY TO HURT AND DESTROY. THE LIKE IS IN OTHER THINGS WHICH THE MIND AFFECTS WITH A STRONG DESIRE; FOR ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH THE MIND ACTS, AND DICTATES BY CHARACTERS, FIGURES, WORDS, SPEECHES, GESTURES, AND THE LIKE, HELP THE APPETITE OF THE SOUL, AND ACQUIRE CERTAIN WONDERFUL VIRTUES, FROM THE SOUL OF THE OPERATOR, IN THAT HOUR WHEN SUCH A LIKE APPETITE DOTH INVADE IT; SO FROM THE OPPORTUNITY AND CELESTIAL INFLUENCE, MOVING THE MIND IN THIS OR THAT MANNER: FOR OUR MIND, WHEN IT IS CARRIED UPON THE GREAT EXCESS OF ANY PASSION OR VIRTUE, OFTENTIMES TAKES TO ITSELF A STRONG, BETTER AND MORE CONVENIENT HOUR OR OPPORTUNITY; WHICH THOMAS AQUINAS, IN HIS THIRD BOOK AGAINST THE GENTILES, ALLOWS. SO, MANY WONDERFUL VIRTUES BOTH CAUSE AND FOLLOW CERTAIN ADMIRABLE OPERATIONS BY GREAT AFFECTIONS, IN THOSE THINGS WHICH THE SOUL DOTH DICTATE IN THAT HOUR TO THEM. BUT KNOW, THAT SUCH KIND OF THINGS CONFER NOTHING, OR VERY LITTLE, BUT TO THE AUTHOR OF THEM, AND TO HIM WHO IS INCLINED TO THEM, AS IF HE WERE THE AUTHOR OF THEM; AND THIS IS THE MANNER BY WHICH THEIR EFFICACY IS FOUND OUT. AND IT IS A GENERAL RULE IN THEM, THAT EVERY MIND, THAT IS MORE EXCELLENT IN ITS DESIRE AND AFFECTION, MAKES SUCH LIKE THINGS MORE FIT FOR ITSELF, AS ALSO EFFICACIOUS TO THAT WHICH IT DESIRES. EVERY ONE, THEREFORE, THAT IS WILLING TO WORK IN MAGIC, MUST KNOW THE VIRTUE, MEASURE, ORDER, AND DEGREE OF HIS OWN SOUL IN THE POWER OF THE UNIVERSE.
CHAP. XIV. SHEWING THE NECESSITY OF MATHEMATICAL KNOWLEDGE, AND OF THE GREAT POWER AND EFFICACY OF NUMBERS IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF TALISMANS
THE DOCTRINES OF MATHEMATICS ARE SO NECESSARY TO AND HAVE SUCH AN AFFINITY WITH MAGIC, THAT THEY WHO PROFESS IT WITHOUT THEM ARE QUITE OUT OF THE WAY, AND LABOR IN VAIN, AND SHALL IN NO WISE OBTAIN THEIR DESIRED EFFECT. FOR WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE, AND ARE DONE IN THESE INFERIOR NATURAL VIRTUES, ARE ALL DONE AND GOVERNED BY NUMBER, WEIGHT, MEASURE, HARMONY, MOTION, AND LIGHT: AND ALL THINGS WHICH WE SEE IN THESE INFERIORS HAVE ROOT AND FOUNDATION IN THEM; YET, NEVERTHELESS, WITHOUT NATURAL VIRTUES OF MATHEMATICAL DOCTRINES, ONLY WORKS LIKE TO NATURALS CAN BE PRODUCED: AS PLATO SAITH--A THING NOT PARTAKING OF TRUTH OR DIVINITY, BUT CERTAIN IMAGES AKIN TO THEM (AS BODIES GOING, OR SPEAKING, WHICH YET WANT THE ANIMAL FACULTY), SUCH AS WERE THOSE WHICH, AMONGST THE ANCIENTS, WERE CALLED DEDALUS'S IMAGES, AND ΑΥΤΟΜΑΤΑ, OF WHICH ARISTOTLE MAKES MENTION, VIZ. THE THREE-FOOTED IMAGES OF VULCAN AND DEDALUS MOVING THEMSELVES; WHICH, HOMER SAITH, CAME OUT OF THEIR OWN ACCORD TO THE EXERCISE; AND WHICH, WE READ, MOVED THEMSELVES AT THE FEAST OF HIARBA, THE PHILOSOPHICAL EXERCISER. SO, THERE ARE MADE GLASSES (SOME CONCAVE, OTHERS OF THE FORM OF A COLUMN) MAKING THE REPRESENTATION OF THINGS IN THE AIR SEEM LIKE SHADOWS AT A DISTANCE; OF WHICH SORT APOLLONIUS AND VITELLIUS, IN THEIR BOOKS, "DE PROSPECTIVA," AND "SPECULIS," TAUGHT THE MAKING AND THE USE. AND WE READ THAT MAGNUS POMPEIUS BROUGHT A CERTAIN GLASS, AMONGST THE SPOILS FROM THE EAST, TO ROME, IN WHICH WERE SEEN ARMIES OF ARMED MEN. AND THERE ARE MADE CERTAIN TRANSPARENT GLASSES, WHICH (BEING DIPPED IN SOME CERTAIN JUICES OF HERBS, AND IRRADIATED WITH AN ARTIFICIAL LIGHT) FILL THE WHOLE AIR ROUND ABOUT WITH VISIONS. AND WE KNOW HOW TO MAKE RECIPROCAL GLASSES, IN WHICH THE SUN SHINING, ALL THINGS WHICH WERE ILLUSTRATED BY THE RAYS THEREOF ARE APPARENTLY SEEN MANY MILES OFF. HENCE A MAGICIAN (EXPERT IN NATURAL PHILOSOPHY AND MATHEMATICS, AND KNOWING THE MIDDLE SCIENCES, CONSISTING OF BOTH THESE, VIZ. ARITHMETIC, MUSIC, GEOMETRY, OPTICS, ASTRONOMY, AND SUCH SCIENCES THAT ARE OF WEIGHTS, MEASURES, PROPORTIONS, ARTICLES, AND JOINTS; KNOWING, ALSO, MECHANICAL ARTS RESULTING FROM THESE) MAY, WITHOUT ANY WONDER, IF HE EXCEL OTHER MEN IN THE ART AND WIT, DO MANY WONDERFUL THINGS, WHICH MEN MAY MUCH ADMIRE. THERE ARE SOME RELICS NOW EXTANT OF THE ANCIENTS, VIZ. HERCULES AND ALEXANDER'S PILLARS; THE GATE OF CASPIA, MADE OF BRASS, AND SHUT WITH IRON BEAMS, THAT IT COULD BY NO ART BE BROKEN; AND THE PYRAMIDS OF JULIUS CAESAR, ERECTED AT ROME, NEAR THE HILL VATICANUS; AND MOUNTAINS BUILT BY ART IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SEA; AND TOWERS, AND HEAPS OF STONES, SUCH AS I HAVE SEEN IN ENGLAND, PUT TOGETHER BY INCREDIBLE ART. BUT THE VULGAR SEEING ANY WONDERFUL SIGHT, IMPUTE IT TO THE DEVIL AS HIS WORK; OR THINK THAT A MIRACLE WHICH, INDEED, IS A WORK OF NATURAL OR MATHEMATICAL PHILOSOPHY. BUT HERE IT IS CONVENIENT THAT YOU KNOW, THAT, AS BY NATURAL VIRTUES WE COLLECT NATURAL VIRTUES, SO BY ABSTRACTED, MATHEMATICAL, AND CELESTIAL, WE RECEIVE CELESTIAL VIRTUES; AS MOTION, SENSE, LIFE, SPEECH, SOOTHSAYING, AND DIVINATION EVEN IN MATTER LESS DISPOSED, AS THAT WHICH IS NOT MADE BY NATURE, BUT ONLY BY ART. AND SO, IMAGES THAT SPEAK, AND FORETELL THINGS TO COME, ARE SAID TO BE MADE: AS WILLIAM OF PARIS RELATES OF A BRAZEN-HEAD, MADE UNDER THE RISING OF SATURN, WHICH, THEY SAY, SPOKE WITH A MAN'S VOICE. BUT HE THAT WILL CHUSE A DISPOSED MATTER, AND MOST FIT TO RECEIVE, AND A MOST POWERFUL AGENT, SHALL UNDOUBTEDLY PRODUCE MORE POWERFUL EFFECTS. FOR IT IS A GENERAL OPINION OF THE PYTHAGOREANS, THAT, AS MATHEMATICAL ARE MORE FORMAL THAN NATURAL, SO ALSO, THEY ARE MORE EFFICACIOUS; AS THEY HAVE LESS DEPENDENCE IN THEIR BEING, SO ALSO IN THEIR OPERATION. BUT AMONGST ALL MATHEMATICAL THINGS, NUMBERS, AS THEY HAVE MORE OF FORM IN THEM, SO ALSO ARE MORE EFFICACIOUS, AS WELL TO AFFECT WHAT IS GOOD AS WHAT IS BAD. ALL THINGS, WHICH WERE FIRST MADE BY THE NATURE OF THINGS IN ITS FIRST AGE, SEEM TO BE FORMED BY THE PROPORTION OF NUMBERS; FOR THIS WAS THE PRINCIPAL PATTERN IN THE MIND OF THE CREATOR. HENCE IS BORROWED THE NUMBER OF THE ELEMENTS--HENCE THE COURSES OF TIMES--HENCE THE MOTION OF THE STARS, AND THE REVOLUTION OF THE HEAVENS, AND THE STATE OF ALL THINGS SUBSIST BY THE UNITING TOGETHER OF NUMBERS. NUMBERS, THEREFORE, ARE ENDOWED WITH GREAT AND SUBLIME VIRTUES. FOR IT IS NO WONDER, SEEING THERE, ARC SO MANY OCCULT VIRTUES IN NATURAL THINGS, ALTHOUGH OF MANIFEST OPERATIONS, THAT THERE SHOULD BE IN NUMBERS MUCH GREATER AND MORE OCCULT, AND ALSO MORE WONDERFUL AND EFFICACIOUS; FOR AS MUCH AS THEY ARE MORE FORMAL, MORE PERFECT, AND NATURALLY IN THE CELESTIALS, NOT MIXED WITH SEPARATED SUBSTANCES; AND, LASTLY, HAVING THE GREATEST AND MOST SIMPLE COMMIXION WITH THE IDEAS IN THE MIND OF GOD, FROM WHICH THEY RECEIVE THEIR PROPER AND MOST EFFICACIOUS VIRTUES; WHEREFORE THEY ALSO ARE OF MOST FORCE, AND CONDUCE MOST TO THE OBTAINING OF SPIRITUAL AND DIVINE GIFTS--AS, IN NATURAL THINGS, ELEMENTARY QUALITIES ARE POWERFUL IN THE TRANSMUTING OF ANY ELEMENTARY THING. AGAIN, ALL THINGS THAT ARE, AND ARE MADE, SUBSIST BY AND RECEIVE THEIR VIRTUE FROM NUMBERS: FOR TIME CONSISTS OF NUMBERS--AND ALL MOTION AND ACTION, AND ALL THINGS WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO TIME AND MOTION. HARMONY, ALSO, AND VOICES HAVE THEIR POWER BY AND CONSIST OF NUMBERS AND THEIR PROPORTIONS; AND THE PROPORTION ARISING FROM NUMBERS DO, BY LINES AND POINTS, MAKE CHARACTERS AND FIGURES; AND THESE ARE PROPER TO MAGICAL OPERATIONS--THE MIDDLE, WHICH IS BETWIXT BOTH, BEING APPROPRIATED BY DECLINING TO THE EXTREMES, AS IN THE USE OF LETTERS. AND LASTLY, ALL SPECIES OF NATURAL THINGS, AND OF THOSE WHICH ARE ABOVE NATURE, ARE JOINED TOGETHER BY CERTAIN NUMBERS; WHICH PYTHAGORAS SEEING, SAYS, THAT NUMBER IS THAT BY WHICH ALL THINGS SUBSIST, AND DISTRIBUTES EACH VIRTUE TO EACH NUMBER. AND PROCLUS SAYS, NUMBER HATH ALWAYS A BEING: YET THERE IS ONE IN VOICE--ANOTHER IN PROPORTION OF THEM--ANOTHER IN THE SOUL AND REASON--AND ANOTHER IN DIVINE THINGS. BUT THEMISTIUS, BOETIUS, AND AVERROIS (THE BABYLONIAN), TOGETHER WITH PLATO, DO SO EXTOL NUMBERS, THAT THEY THINK NO MAN CAN BE A TRUE PHILOSOPHER WITHOUT THEM. BY THEM THERE IS A WAY MADE FOR THE SEARCHING OUT AND UNDERSTANDING OF ALL THINGS KNOWABLE; BY THEM THE NEXT ACCESS TO NATURAL PROPHECYING IS HAD--AND THE ABBOT JOACHIM PROCEEDED NO OTHER WAY IN HIS PROPHECIES, BUT BY FORMAL NUMBERS.
CHAP. XV. THE GREAT VIRTUES OF NUMBERS, AS WELL IN NATURAL THINGS AS IN SUPERNATURAL
THAT THERE LIES WONDERFUL EFFICACY AND VIRTUE IN NUMBERS, AS WELL TO GOOD AS TO BAD, THE MOST EMINENT PHILOSOPHERS UNANIMOUSLY TEACH; ESPECIALLY HIEROM, AUSTIN, ORIGEN, AMBROSE, GREGORY OF NAZIANZEN, ATHANASIUS, BASILIUS, HILARIUS, RUBANAS, BEDE, AND MANY MORE CONFORM. HENCE HILARIUS, IN HIS COMMENTARIES UPON THE PSALMS, TESTIFIES THAT THE SEVENTY ELDERS, ACCORDING TO THE EFFICACY OF NUMBERS, BROUGHT THE PSALMS INTO ORDER. THE NATURAL NUMBER IS NOT HERE CONSIDERED; BUT THE FORMAL CONSIDERATION THAT IS IN THE NUMBER;--AND LET THAT WHICH WE SPOKE BEFORE ALWAYS BE KEPT IN MIND, VIZ. THAT THESE POWERS ARE NOT IN VOCAL NUMBERS OF MERCHANTS BUYING AND SELLING; BUT IN RATIONAL, FORMAL, AND NATURAL;--THESE ARE THE DISTINCT MYSTERIES OF GOD AND NATURE. BUT HE WHO KNOWS HOW TO JOIN TOGETHER THE VOCAL NUMBERS AND NATURAL WITH DIVINE, AND ORDER THEM INTO THE SAME HARMONY, SHALL BE ABLE TO WORK AND KNOW WONDERFUL THINGS BY NUMBERS; IN WHICH, UNLESS THERE WAS A GREAT MYSTERY, JOHN HAD NOT SAID, IN THE REVELATION--"HE THAT HATH UNDERSTANDING, LET HIM COMPUTE THE NUMBER OF THE NAME OF THE BEAST, WHICH IS THE NUMBER OF A MAN;"--AND THIS IS THE MOST FAMOUS MANNER OF COMPUTING AMONGST THE HEBREWS AND CABALISTS, AS WE SHALL SHEW AFTERWARDS. BUT THIS YOU MUST KNOW, THAT SIMPLE NUMBERS SIGNIFY DIVINE THINGS, NUMBERS OF TEN; CELESTIAL NUMBERS OF A HUNDRED; TERRESTRIAL NUMBERS OF A THOUSAND--THOSE THINGS THAT SHALL BE IN A FUTURE AGE. BESIDES, SEEING THE PARTS OF THE MIND ARE ACCORDING TO AN ARITHMETICAL MEDIOCRITY, BY REASON OF THE IDENTITY, OR EQUALITY OF EXCESS, COUPLED TOGETHER; BUT THE BODY, WHOSE PARTS DIFFER IN THEIR GREATNESS, IS, ACCORDING TO A GEOMETRICAL MEDIOCRITY, COMPOUNDED; BUT AN ANIMAL CONSISTS OF BOTH, VIZ. SOUL AND BODY, ACCORDING TO THAT MEDIOCRITY WHICH IS. SUITABLE TO HARMONY. HENCE IT IS THAT NUMBERS WORK VERY MUCH UPON THE SOUL, FIGURES UPON THE BODY, AND HARMONY UPON THE WHOLE ANIMAL.
CHAP. XVI. OF THE SCALE OF UNITY
NOW LET US TREAT PARTICULARLY OF NUMBERS THEMSELVES; AND, BECAUSE NUMBER IS NOTHING ELSE BUT A REPETITION OF UNITY, LET US FIRST CONSIDER UNITY ITSELF; FOR UNITY DOTH MOST SIMPLY GO THROUGH EVERY NUMBER, AND IS THE COMMON MEASURE, FOUNTAIN, AND ORIGINAL OF ALL NUMBERS; CONTAINS EVERY NUMBER JOINED TOGETHER IN ITSELF ENTIRELY; THE BEGINNER OF EVERY MULTITUDE, ALWAYS THE SAME, AND UNCHANGEABLE; WHENCE, ALSO, BEING MULTIPLIED INTO ITSELF, PRODUCES NOTHING BUT ITSELF: IT IS INDIVISIBLE, VOID OF ALL PARTS. NOTHING IS BEFORE ONE, NOTHING IS AFTER ONE, AND BEYOND IT IS NOTHING; AND ALL THINGS WHICH ARE, DESIRE THAT ONE, BECAUSE ALL THINGS PROCEED FROM ONE; AND THAT ALL THINGS MAY BE THE SAME, IT IS NECESSARY THAT THEY PARTAKE OF THAT ONE: AND AS ALL THINGS PROCEED OF ONE INTO MANY THINGS, SO ALL THINGS ENDEAVOR TO RETURN TO THAT ONE, FROM WHICH THEY PROCEEDED; IT IS NECESSARY THAT THEY SHOULD PUT OFF MULTITUDE. ONE, THEREFORE, IS REFERRED TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD, WHO, SEEING HE IS ONE AND INNUMERABLE, YET CREATES INNUMERABLE THINGS OF HIMSELF, AND CONTAINS THEM WITHIN HIMSELF. THERE IS, THEREFORE, ONE GOD--ONE WORLD OF THE ONE GOD--ONE SUN OF THE ONE WORLD--ALSO ONE PHOENIX IN THE WORLD--ONE KING AMONGST BEES--ONE LEADER AMONGST FLOCKS OF CATTLE--ONE RULER AMONGST HERDS OF BEASTS--AND CRANES FOLLOW ONE, AND MANY OTHER ANIMALS HONOR UNITY. AMONGST THE MEMBERS OF THE BODY THERE IS ONE PRINCIPAL, BY WHICH ALL THE REST ARE GUIDED; WHETHER IT BE THE HEAD, OR (AS SOME WILL) THE HEART. THERE IS ONE ELEMENT, OVERCOMING AND PENETRATING ALL THINGS, VIZ. FIRE. THERE IS ONE THING CREATED OF GOD, THE SUBJECT OF ALL WONDERING WHICH IS IN EARTH OR IN HEAVEN--IT IS ACTUALLY ANIMAL, VEGETABLE, AND MINERAL; EVERY WHERE FOUND, KNOWN BY FEW, CALLED BY NONE BY ITS PROPER NAME, BUT COVERED WITH FIGURES AND RIDDLES, WITHOUT WHICH NEITHER ALCHYMY, NOR NATURAL MAGIC CAN ATTAIN TO THEIR COMPLETE END OR PERFECTION. FROM ONE MAN, ADAM, ALL MEN PROCEEDED--FROM THAT ONE, ALL BECAME MORTAL--FROM THAT ONE, JESUS CHRIST, THEY ARE REGENERATED; AND, AS SAITH ST. PAUL., ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE BAPTISM, ONE GOD AND FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL, ONE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] MEDIATOR BETWIXT GOD AND MAN, ONE MOST-HIGH CREATOR, WHO IS OVER ALL, BY ALL, AND IN US ALL, FOR THERE IS ONE FATHER [STEPHEN], GOD, FROM WHENCE ALL, AND WE IN HIM; ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST, BY WHOM ALL, AND WE BY HIM; ONE GOD HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN], INTO WHOM ALL, AND WE INTO HIM.  
THE SCALE OF UNITY
	IN THE EXEMPLARY WORLD,
	JOD [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH].
	ONE DIVINE ESSENCE, THE FOUNTAIN OF ALL VIRTUES AND POWER WHOSE NAME IS EXPRESSED WITH ONE MOST SIMPLE LETTER.

	IN THE INTELLECTUAL WORLD,
	THE SOUL OF THE WORLD
	ONE SUPREME INTELLIGENCE, THE FIRST CREATURE, THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE.

	IN THE CELESTIAL WORLD,
	THE SUN.
	ONE KING OF STARS, THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE.

	IN THE ELEMENTAL WORLD,
	THE PHILOSOPHERS' STONE.
	ONE SUBJECT, AND INSTRUMENT OF ALL VIRTUES, NATURAL AND SUPERNATURAL.

	IN THE LESSER WORLD,
	THE HEART.
	ONE FIRST LIVING AND LAST DYING.

	IN THE INFERNAL WORLD,
	LUCIFER.
	ONE PRINCE OF REBELLION, OF ANGELS, AND DARKNESS.


CHAP. XVII. OF THE NUMBER TWO, AND SCALE
THE FIRST NUMBER IS TWO, BECAUSE IT IS THE FIRST MULTITUDE; IT CAN BE MEASURED BY NO NUMBER BESIDES UNITY ALONE, THE COMMON MEASURE OF ALL NUMBERS; IT IS NOT COMPOUNDED OF NUMBERS, BUT OF ONE UNITY ONLY; NEITHER IS IT CALLED A NUMBER UNCOMPOUNDED, BUT MORE PROPERLY NOT COMPOUNDED. THE NUMBER THREE, IS CALLED THE FIRST NUMBER UNCOMPOUNDED. BUT THE NUMBER TWO IS THE FIRST BRANCH OF UNITY, AND THE FIRST PROCREATION; AND IT IS CALLED THE NUMBER OF SCIENCE AND MEMORY, AND OF LIGHT, AND THE NUMBER OF MAN, WHO IS CALLED ANOTHER, AND THE LESSER WORLD: IT IS ALSO CALLED THE NUMBER OF CHARITY, AND OF MUTUAL LOVE; OF MARRIAGE, AND SOCIETY: AS IT IS SAID BY THE LORD--"TWO SHALL BE ONE FLESH."--AND SOLOMON SAITH, "IT IS BETTER THAT TWO BE TOGETHER THAN ONE, FOR THEY HAVE A BENEFIT BY THEIR MUTUAL SOCIETY: IF ONE SHALL FALL, HE SHALL BE SUPPORTED BY THE OTHER. WOE TO HIM THAT IS ALONE; BECAUSE, WHEN HE FALLS, HE HATH NOT ANOTHER TO HELP HIM. AND IF TWO SLEEP TOGETHER, THEY SHALL WARM ONE ANOTHER; HOW SHALL ONE, BE HOT ALONE? AND IF ANY PREVAIL AGAINST HIM, TWO RESIST HIM." AND IT IS CALLED THE NUMBER OF WEDLOCK, AND SEX; FOR THERE ARE TWO SEXES--MASCULINE AND FEMININE. AND TWO DOVES BRING FORTH TWO EGGS; OUT OF THE FIRST OF WHICH IS HATCHED THE MALE, OUT OF THE SECOND THE FEMALE, IT IS ALSO CALLED THE MIDDLE, THAT IS CAPABLE, THAT IS GOOD AND BAD, PARTAKING; AND THE BEGINNING OF DIVISION, OF MULTITUDE, AND DISTINCTION; AND SIGNIFIES MATTER. THIS IS ALSO, SOMETIMES, THE NUMBER OF DISCORD, OF CONFUSION, OF MISFORTUNE, AND UNCLEANNESS; WHENCE ST. HIEROM, AGAINST JOVIANUS, SAITH--"THAT THEREFORE IT WAS NOT SPOKEN IN THE SECOND DAY OF THE CREATION OF THE WORLD."--"AND GOD SAID, THAT IT WAS GOOD;"--BECAUSE THE NUMBER OF TWO IS EVIL. HENCE ALSO IT WAS, THAT GOD COMMANDED THAT ALL UNCLEAN ANIMALS SHOULD GO INTO THE ARK BY COUPLES; BECAUSE, AS I SAID, THE NUMBER OF TWO IS A NUMBER OF UNCLEANNESS. PYTHAGORUS, AS EUSEBIUS REPORTS, SAID, THAT UNITY WAS GOD, AND A GOOD INTELLECT; BUT THAT DUALITY WAS A DEVIL, AND AN EVIL INTELLECT, IN WHICH IS A MATERIAL MULTITUDE: WHEREFORE THE PYTHAGORIANS SAY, THAT TWO IS NOT A NUMBER, BUT A CERTAIN CONFUSION OF UNITIES. AND PLUTARCH WRITES, THAT THE PYTHAGORIANS CALLED UNITY, APOLLO; AND TWO, STRIFE AND BOLDNESS; AND THREE, JUSTICE, WHICH IS THE HIGHEST PERFECTION, AND IS NOT WITHOUT MANY MYSTERIES. HENCE THERE WERE TWO TABLES OF THE LAW IN SINAI--TWO CHERUBIM’S LOOKING TO THE PROPITIATORY IN MOSES--TWO OLIVES DROPPING OIL, IN ZACHARIAH--TWO NATURES IN CHRIST, DIVINE AND HUMAN: HENCE MOSES SAW TWO APPEARANCES OF GOD, VIZ. HIS FACE, AND BACK PARTS;--ALSO TWO TESTAMENTS--TWO COMMANDS OF LOVE--TWO FIRST DIGNITIES--TWO FIRST PEOPLE--TWO KINDS OF SPIRITS, GOOD AND BAD--TWO INTELLECTUAL CREATURES, AN ANGEL AND SOUL--TWO GREAT LIGHTS--TWO SOLSTITIA--TWO EQUINOCTIALS--TWO POLES--TWO ELEMENTS, PRODUCING A LIVING SOUL, VIZ. EARTH AND WATER.
THE SCALE OF THE NUMBER TWO
	IN THE EXEMPLARY WORLD,
	יה JAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]
אל EL [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]
	THE NAMES OF GOD, EXPRESSED WITH TWO LETTERS.

	IN THE INTELLECTUAL WORLD,
	AN ANGEL,
	THE SOUL;
	TWO INTELLIGIBLE SUBSTANCES.

	IN THE CELESTIAL WORLD,
	THE SUN,
	THE MOON;
	TWO GREAT LIGHTS.

	IN THE ELEMENTARY WORLD,
	THE EARTH,
	THE WATER;
	TWO ELEMENTS PRODUCING A LIVING SOUL.

	IN THE LESSER WORLD,
	THE HEART,
	THE BRAIN;
	TWO PRINCIPAL SEATS OF THE SOUL.

	IN THE INFERNAL WORLD,
	BEEMOTH, WEEPING,
	LEVIATHAN, GNASHING OF TEETH;
	TWO CHIEFS OF THE DEVILS.
TWO THINGS CHRIST THREATENS TO THE DAMNED.


CHAP. XVIII. OF THE NUMBER THREE AND SCALE
THE NUMBER THREE, IS AN UNCOMPOUNDED NUMBER, A HOLY NUMBER, A NUMBER, OF PERFECTION A MOST POWERFUL NUMBER: FOR THERE ARE THREE PERSONS IN GOD; THERE ARE THREE THEOLOGICAL VIRTUES IN RELIGION. HENCE IT IS THAT THIS NUMBER CONDUCES TO THE CEREMONIES OF GOD AND RELIGION, THAT BY THE SOLEMNITY OF WHICH, PRAYERS AND SACRIFICES ARE THRICE REPEATED; FOR CORPOREAL AND SPIRITUAL THINGS CONSIST OF THREE THINGS, VIZ. BEGINNING, MIDDLE, AND END. BY THREE, AS TRISMEGISTUS SAITH, THE WORLD IS PERFECTED--HARMONY, NECESSITY, AND ORDER, I. E. CONCURRENCE OF CAUSES (WHICH MANY CALL FATE), AND THE EXECUTION OF THEM TO THE FRUIT, OR INCREASE, OR A DUE DISTRIBUTION OF THE INCREASE. THE WHOLE MEASURE OF TIME IS CONCLUDED IN THREE, VIZ. PAST, PRESENT, AND TO COME; ALL MAGNITUDE IS CONTAINED IN THREE--LINE, SUPERFICES, AND BODY; EVERY BODY CONSISTS OF THREE INTERVALS, LENGTH, BREADTH, AND THICKNESS. HARMONY CONTAINS THREE CONSENTS IN TIME--DIAPASON, HEMIOLION, DIATESSERON. THERE ARE ALSO THREE KINDS OF SOULS--VEGETATIVE, SENSITIVE, AND INTELLECTUAL. AND AS SUCH, SAITH THE PROPHET, GOD ORDERS THE WORLD BY NUMBER, WEIGHT, AND MEASURE; AND THE NUMBER THREE IS DEPUTED TO THE IDEAL FORMS THEREOF, AS THE NUMBER TWO IS THE PROCREATING MATTER, AND UNITY TO GOD THE MAKER OF IT.--MAGICIANS DO CONSTITUTE THREE PRINCES OF THE WORLD--OROMASIS, MITHRIS, ARAMINIS; I. E. GOD, THE MIND, AND THE SPIRIT. BY THE THREE-SQUARE OR SOLID, THE THREE NUMBERS OF NINE, OF THINGS PRODUCED, ARE DISTRIBUTED, VIZ. OF THE SUPER-CELESTIAL INTO NINE ORDERS OF INTELLIGENCES; OF CELESTIAL, INTO NINE ORBS; OF INFERIORS, INTO NINE KINDS OF GENERABLE AND CORRUPTIBLE THINGS. LASTLY, INTO THIS ETERNAL ORB, VIZ. TWENTY-SEVEN, ALL MUSICAL PROPORTIONS ARE INCLUDED., AS PLATO AND PROCLUS DO AT LARGE DISCOURSE; AND THE NUMBER THREE HATH, IN A HARMONY OF FIVE, THE GRACE OF THE FIRST VOICE. ALSO, IN INTELLIGENCES, THERE ARE THREE HIERARCHIES OF ANGELICAL SPIRITS. THERE ARE THREE POWERS OF INTELLECTUAL CREATURES--MEMORY, MIND, AND WILL. THERE ARE THREE ORDERS OF THE BLESSED, VIZ. MARTYRS, CONFESSORS, AND INNOCENTS. THERE ARE THREE QUATERNIONS OF CELESTIAL SIGNS, VIZ. OF FIXED, MOVEABLE, AND COMMON; AS ALSO OF HOUSES, VIZ. CENTERS, SUCCEEDING, AND FALLING. THERE ARE, ALSO, THREE FACES AND HEADS IN EVERY SIGN, AND THREE LORDS OF EACH TRIPLICITY. THERE ARE THREE FORTUNES AMONGST THE PLANETS. IN THE INFERNAL CREW, THREE JUDGES, THREE FURIES, THREE-HEADED CERBERUS: WE READ, ALSO, OF A THRICE-DOUBLE HECATE. THREE MONTHS OF THE VIRGIN DIANA. THREE PERSONS IN THE SUPER-SUBSTANTIAL DIVINITY. THREE TIMES--OF NATURE, LAW, AND GRACE. THREE THEOLOGICAL VIRTUES--FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITY. JONAH WAS THREE DAYS IN THE WHALE'S BELLY; AND SO MANY WAS CHRIST IN THE GRAVE.
THE SCALE OF THE NUMBER THREE
	IN THE ORIGINAL WORLD,
	THE FATHER [STEPHEN],
	ADAI, THE SON [JESUS],
	THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN];
	THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD WITH THREE LETTERS

	IN THE INTELLECTUAL WORLD,
	SUPREME INNOCENTS,
	MIDDLE MARTYRS,
	LOWEST OF ALL CONFESSORS;
	THREE HIERARCHIES OF ANGELS.
THREE DEGREES OF THE BLESSED.

	IN THE CELESTIAL WORLD,
	MOVEABLE, CORNERS, OF THE DAY,
	FIXED, SUCCEEDING, NOCTURNAL,
	COMMON; FALLING; PARTAKING;
	THREE QUATERNIONS OF SIGNS.
THREE QUATERNIONS OF HOUSES.
THREE LORDS OF TRIPLICITIES.

	IN THE ELEMENTARY WORLD,
	SIMPLE,
	COMPOUNDED,
	THRICE COMPOUNDED;
	THREE DEGREES OF ELEMENTS.

	IN THE LESSER WORLD,
	THE HEAD, IN WHICH THE INTELLECT GROWS, ANSWERING TO THE INTELLECTUAL WORLD,
	THE BREAST, WHERE IS THE HEART, THE SEAT OF LIFE, ANSWERING TO THE CELESTIAL WORLD,
	THE BELLY, WHERE THE FACULTY OF GENERATION IS, AND THE GENITAL MEMBERS, ANSWERING THE ELEMENTAL WORLD;
	THREE PARTS, ANSWERING TO THE THREEFOLD WORLD.

	IN THE INFERNAL WORLD,
	ALECTO, MINOS, WICKED,
	MEGERA, ACACUS, APOSTATES,
	CTESIPHONE; RHADAMANTUS; INFIDELS;
	THREE INFERNAL FURIES.
THREE INFERNAL JUDGES.
THREE DEGREES OF THE DAMNED.


CHAP. XIX. OF THE NUMBER FOUR AND SCALE
THE PYTHAGORIANS CALL THE NUMBER FOUR, TECTRACTIS, AND PREFER IT BEFORE ALL THE VIRTUES OF NUMBERS, BECAUSE IT IS THE FOUNDATION AND ROOT OF ALL OTHER NUMBERS; WHENCE, ALSO, ALL FOUNDATIONS, AS WELL IN ARTIFICIAL THINGS, AS NATURAL AND DIVINE, ARE FOUR SQUARE, AS WE SHALL SHEW AFTERWARDS; AND IT SIGNIFIES SOLIDITY, WHICH ALSO IS DEMONSTRATED BY A FOUR-SQUARE FIGURE; FOR THE NUMBER FOUR, IS THE FIRST FOUR-SQUARE PLANE, WHICH CONSISTS OF TWO PROPORTIONS, WHEREOF THE FIRST IS OF ONE TO TWO, THE LATTER OF TWO TO FOUR; AND IT PROCEEDS BY A DOUBLE PROCESSION AND PROPORTION, VIZ. OF ONE TO ONE, AND OF TWO TO TWO--BEGINNING AT A UNITY, AND ENDING AT A QUATERNITY: WHICH PROPORTIONS DIFFER IN THIS, THAT, ACCORDING TO ARITHMETIC, THEY ARE UNEQUAL TO ONE ANOTHER, BUT ACCORDING TO GEOMETRY, ARE EQUAL. THEREFORE A FOUR-SQUARE IS ASCRIBED TO GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN]; AND ALSO CONTAINS THE MYSTERY OF THE WHOLE TRINITY: FOR BY ITS SINGLE PROPORTION, VIZ. BY THE FIRST OF ONE TO ONE, THE UNITY OF THE PATERNAL SUBSTANCE IS SIGNIFIED, FROM WHICH PROCEEDS ONE SON, EQUAL TO HIM;--BY THE NEXT PROCESSION, ALSO SIMPLE, VIZ. OF TWO TO TWO, IS SIGNIFIED (BY THE SECOND PROCESSION) THE HOLY GHOST; FROM BOTH--THAT THE SON [JESUS] BE EQUAL TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], BY THE FIRST PROCESSION; AND THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN] BE EQUAL TO BOTH, BY THE SECOND PROCESSION. HENCE THAT SUPEREXCELLENT AND GREAT NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE DIVINE TRINITY IN GOD IS WRITTEN WITH FOUR LETTERS, VIZ. JOD, HE, AND VAU HE, WHERE IT IS THE ASPIRATION HE, SIGNIFIES THE PROCEEDING OF THE SPIRIT FROM BOTH; FOR HE, BEING DUPLICATED, TERMINATES BOTH SYLLABLES, AND THE WHOLE NAME, BUT IS PRONOUNCED JOVA, AS SOME WILL WHENCE THAT JOVE OF THE HEATHEN, WHICH THE ANCIENTS DID PICTURE WITH FOUR CARS; WHENCE THE NUMBER FOUR, IS THE FOUNTAIN AND HEAD OF THE WHOLE, DIVINITY. AND THE PYTHAGORIANS CALL IT THE PERPETUAL FOUNTAIN OF NATURE: FOR THERE ARE FOUR DEGREES IN THE SCALE OF NATURE, VIZ. TO BE, TO LIVE, TO BE SENSIBLE, TO UNDERSTAND. THERE ARE FOUR MOTIONS IN NATURE, VIZ. ASCENDANT, DESCENDANT, GOING FORWARD, CIRCULAR. THERE ARE FOUR CORNERS IN HEAVEN, VIZ. RISING, FALLING, THE MIDDLE OF THE HEAVEN, THE BOTTOM OF IT. THERE ARE FOUR ELEMENTS UNDER HEAVEN, VIZ. FIRE, AIR, WATER, AND EARTH; ACCORDING TO THESE THERE ARE FOUR TRIPLICITIES IN HEAVEN. THERE ARE FOUR FIRST QUALITIES UNDER HEAVEN, VIZ. COLD, HEAT, DRYNESS, AND MOISTURE; FROM THESE ARE THE FOUR HUMORS--BLOOD, PHLEGM, CHOLER, MELANCHOLY. ALSO, THE YEAR IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR PARTS, WHICH ARE THE SPRING, SUMMER, AUTUMN, AND WINTER: ALSO, THE WIND IS DIVIDED INTO EASTERN, WESTERN, NORTHERN, AND SOUTHERN. THERE ARE, ALSO, FOUR RIVERS IN PARADISE; AND SO MANY INFERNAL. ALSO, THE NUMBER FOUR MAKES UP ALL KNOWLEDGE: FIRST, IT FILLS UP EVERY SIMPLE PROGRESS OF NUMBERS WITH FOUR TERMS, VIZ. WITH ONE, TWO, THREE, AND FOUR, CONSTITUTING THE NUMBER TEN. IT FILLS UP EVERY DIFFERENCE OF NUMBERS: THE FIRST EVEN, AND CONTAINING THE FIRST ODD IN IT. IT HATH IN MUSIC, DIATESSERON--THE GRACE OF THE FOURTH VOICE; ALSO IT CONTAINS THE INSTRUMENT OF FOUR STRINGS; AND A PYTHAGORIAN DIAGRAM, WHEREBY ARE FOUND OUT FIRST OF ALL MUSICAL TUNES, AND ALL HARMONY OF MUSIC: FOR DOUBLE, TREBLE, FOUR TIMES DOUBLE, ONE AND A HALF, ONE AND A THIRD PART, A CONCORD OF ALL, A DOUBLE CONCORD OF ALL, OF FIVE, OF FOUR, AND ALL CONSONANCY IS LIMITED WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE NUMBER FOUR. IT DOTH ALSO CONTAIN THE WHOLE OF MATHEMATICS IN FOUR TERMS, VIZ. POINT, LINE, SUPERFICES, AND PROFUNDITY. IT COMPREHENDS ALL NATURE IN FOUR TERMS, VIZ. SUBSTANCE, QUALITY, QUANTITY, AND MOTION; ALSO, ALL-NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, IN WHICH ARE THE SEMINARY VIRTUES OF NATURE, THE NATURAL SPRINGING, THE GROWING FORM, AND THE COMPOSITUM. ALSO, METAPHYSICS IS COMPREHENDED IN FOUR BOUNDS, VIZ. BEING, ESSENCE, VIRTUE, AND ACTION. MORAL PHILOSOPHY IS COMPREHENDED WITH FOUR VIRTUES, VIZ. PRUDENCE, JUSTICE, FORTITUDE, AND TEMPERANCE. IT HATH ALSO THE POWER OF JUSTICE: HENCE A FOUR-FOLD LAW--OF PROVIDENCE, FROM GOD; FATAL, FROM THE SOUL OF THE WORLD; OF NATURE, FROM HEAVEN; OF PRUDENCE, FROM MAN. THERE ARE ALSO FOUR JUDICIARY POWERS IN ALL THINGS BEING, VIZ. THE INTELLECT, DISCIPLINE, OPINION, AND SENSE. ALSO, THERE ARE FOUR RIVERS OF PARADISE. FOUR GOSPELS, RECEIVED FROM FOUR EVANGELISTS, THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE CHURCH. THE HEBREWS RECEIVED THE CHIEFEST NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD WRITTEN WITH FOUR LETTERS. ALSO, THE EGYPTIANS, ARABIANS, PERSIANS, MAGICIANS, MAHOMETANS, GRECIANS, TUSCANS, AND LATINS, WRITE THE NAME OF GOD WITH FOUR LETTERS, VIZ. THUS--THET, ALLA, SIRE, ORSI, ABDI, ΘΕὸΣ, ESAR, DEUS. HENCE THE LACEDEMONIANS WERE WONT TO PAINT JUPITER WITH FOUR WINGS. HENCE, ALSO, IN ORPHEUS'S DIVINITY, IT IS SAID THAT NEPTUNE'S CHARIOTS ARE DRAWN WITH FOUR HORSES. THERE ARE ALSO FOUR KINDS OF DIVINE FURIES PROCEEDING FROM SEVERAL DEITIES, VIZ. FROM THE MUSES, DIONYSIUS, APOLLO, AND VENUS. ALSO, THE PROPHET EZEKIEL SAW FOUR BEASTS BY THE RIVER CHOBAR, AND FOUR CHERUBIMS IN FOUR WHEELS. ALSO, IN DANIEL, FOUR GREAT BEASTS DID ASCEND FROM THE SEA; AND FOUR WINDS DID FIGHT. AND IN THE REVELATIONS, FOUR BEASTS WERE FULL OF EYES, BEFORE AND BEHIND, STANDING ROUND ABOUT THE THRONE OF GOD AND FOR ANGELS, TO WHOM WAS GIVEN POWER TO HURT THE EARTH AND THE SEA, DID STAND UPON THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH, HOLDING THE FOUR WINDS, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BLOW UPON THE EARTH, NOR UPON THE SEA, NOR UPON ANY TREE.
THE SCALE OF THE NUMBER FOUR
	THE NAME OF GOD WITH FOUR LETTERS,
	 [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH---YHWH] יהוה
	IN THE ORIGINAL WORLD, WHENCE THE LAW OF PROVIDENCE.

	FOUR TRIPLICITIES, OR INTELLIGIBLE HIERARCHIES,
	SERAPHIM, CHERUBIM, THRONES,
	DOMINATIONS, POWERS, VIRTUES,
	PRINCIPALITIES, ARCHANGELS, ANGELS,
	INNOCENTS, MARTYRS, CONFESSORS.
	IN THE INTELLECTUAL WORLD, WHENCE THE FATAL LAW.

	FOUR ANGELS RULING OVER THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD,
	מיכאל
MICHAEL,
	רפאל
RAPHAEL,
	גברואל
GABRIEL,
	איריאל
URIEL.
	 

	FOUR RULERS OF THE ELEMENTS,
	שרפ
SERAPH,
	כרוב
CHERUB,
	טרשיט
THARSIS,
	אריאל
ARIEL
	 

	FOUR CONSECRATED ANIMALS,
	THE LION,
	THE EAGLE,
	MAN,
	A CALF.
	

	FOUR TRIPLICITIES OF THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL,
	DAN,
ASSER,
NAPHTHALIN,
	JEHUDA,
ISACHAR,
ZEBULUN,
	MANASSE,
BENJAMIN,
EPHRAIM,
	REUBEN,
SIMEON,
GAD.
	

	FOUR TRIPLICITIES OF THE APOSTLES,
	MATTHIAS,
PETER,
JACOB THE ELDER,
	SIMON,
BARTHOLOMEW,
MATTHEW,
	JOHN,
PHILIP,
JAMES THE YOUNGER
	THADDEUS,
ANDREW,
THOMAS.
	

	FOUR EVANGELISTS:
	MARK,
	JOHN,
	MATTHEW,
	LUKE.
	

	FOUR TRIPLICITIES OF SIGNS,
	ARIES,
LEO,
SAGITTARIUS,
	GEMINI,
LIBRA,
AQUARIUS,
	CANCER,
SCORPION,
PISCES,
	TAURUS,
VIRGO,
CAPRICORNUS.
	IN THE CELESTIAL WORLD, WHERE IS THE LAW OF NATURE.

	THE STARS AND PLANETS RELATED TO THE ELEMENTS,
	MARS, AND THE SUN,
	JUPITER, AND VENUS,
	SATURN, AND MERCURY,
	THE FIXED STARS, AND THE MOON.
	 

	FOUR QUALITIES OF THE CELESTIAL ELEMENTS,
	LIGHT,
	DIAPHANOUSNESS,
	AGILITY,
	SOLIDITY.
	

	FOUR ELEMENTS,
	אש
FIRE,
	ריח
AIR,
	כוים
WATER,
	עפר
EARTH
	IN THE ELEMENTARY, WHERE THE LAW OF GENERATION AND CORRUPTION IS.

	FOUR SEASONS,
	SUMMER,
	SPRING,
	WINTER,
	AUTUMN.
	

	FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD,
	EAST,
	WEST,
	NORTH,
	SOUTH.
	

	FOUR PERFECT KINDS OF MIXED BODIES,
	ANIMALS,
	PLANTS,
	METALS,
	STONES.
	

	FOUR KINDS OF ANIMALS,
	WALKING,
	FLYING,
	SWIMMING,
	CREEPING.
	

	WHAT ANSWERS THE ELEMENTS IN PLANTS,
	SEEDS,
	FLOWERS,
	LEAVES,
	ROOTS.
	

	WHAT IN METALS,
	GOLD AND IRON,
	COPPER AND TIN,
	QUICKSILVER,
	LEAD AND SILVER.
	

	WHAT IN STONES,
	BRIGHT AND BURNING,
	LIGHT AND TRANSPARENT,
	CLEAR AND CONGEALED,
	HEAVY AND DARK.
	

	FOUR ELEMENTS OF MAN,
	THE MIND,
	SPIRIT,
	SOUL,
	BODY.
	IN THE LESSER WORLD, VIZ. MAN FROM WHOM IS THE LAW OF PRUDENCE.

	FOUR POWERS OF THE SOUL,
	THE INTELLECT,
	REASON,
	PHANTASY,
	SENSE.
	

	FOUR JUDICIARY POWERS,
	FAITH,
	SCIENCE,
	OPINION,
	EXPERIENCE.
	

	FOUR MORAL VIRTUES
	JUSTICE,
	TEMPERANCE,
	PRUDENCE,
	FORTITUDE.
	

	THE SENSES ANSWERING TO THE ELEMENTS,
	SIGHT,
	HEARING,
	TASTE AND SMELL,
	TOUCH.
	

	FOUR ELEMENTS OF MAN'S BODY,
	SPIRIT,
	FLESH,
	HUMORS,
	BONES.
	

	A FOURFOLD SPIRIT,
	ANIMAL,
	VITAL,
	GENERATIVE,
	NATURAL.
	

	FOUR HUMORS,
	CHOLER,
	BLOOD,
	PHLEGM,
	MELANCHOLY.
	

	FOUR MANNERS OF COMPLEXION,
	VIOLENCE,
	NIMBLENESS,
	DULNESS,
	SLOWNESS.
	

	FOUR PRINCES OF DEVILS, OFFENSIVE IN THE ELEMENTS,
	סמאל
SAMAEL,
	עזאזל
AZAZEL,
	עזאל
AZAEL,
	מהזאל
MAHAZAEL.
	IN THE INFERNAL WORLD, WHERE IS THE LAW OF WRATH AND PUNISHMENT.

	FOUR INFERNAL RIVERS
	PHELGETHON,
	COCYTUS,
	STYX,
	ACHERON.
	 

	FOUR PRINCES OF SPIRITS, UPON THE FOUR ANGLES OF THE WORLD,
	ORIENS,
	PAYMON,
	EGYN,
	AMAYMON.
	 


CHAP. XX. OF THE NUMBER FIVE, AND ITS SCALE
THE NUMBER FIVE IS OF NO SMALL FORCE; FOR IT CONSISTS OF THE FIRST EVEN AND THE FIRST ODD; AS OF A FEMALE AND MALE: FOR AN ODD NUMBER IS THE MALE, AND THE EVEN THE FEMALE; WHENCE ARITHMETICIANS CALL THAT THE FATHER, AND THIS THE MOTHER. THEREFORE THE NUMBER FIVE IS OF NO SMALL PERFECTION OR VIRTUE, WHICH PROCEEDS FROM THE MIXTION OF THESE NUMBERS; IT IS, ALSO, THE JUST MIDDLE OF THE UNIVERSAL NUMBER, VIZ. TEN: FOR IF YOU DIVIDE THE NUMBER TEN, THERE WILL BE NINE AND ONE, OR EIGHT AND TWO, AND SEVEN AND THREE, OR SIX AND FOUR, AND EVERY COLLECTION MAKES THE NUMBER TEN, AND THE EXACT MIDDLE IS ALWAYS THE NUMBER FIVE, AND ITS EQUA-DISTANT; AND THEREFORE IT IS CALLED, BY THE PYTHAGORIANS, THE NUMBER OF WEDLOCK, AS ALSO OF JUSTICE, BECAUSE IT DIVIDES THE NUMBER TEN IN AN EVEN SCALE. THERE ARE FIVE SENSES IN MAN--SIGHT, HEARING, SMELLING, TASTING, AND FEELING; FIVE POWERS IN THE SOUL--VEGETATIVE, SENSITIVE, CONCUPISCIBLE, IRASCIBLE, AND RATIONAL; FIVE FINGERS ON THE HAND; FIVE WANDERING PLANETS IN THE HEAVENS, ACCORDING TO WHICH THERE ARE FIVEFOLD TERMS IN EVERY SIGN. IN ELEMENTS THERE ARE FIVE KINDS OF MIXED BODIES, VIZ. STONES, METALS, PLANTS, PLANT-ANIMALS, ANIMALS; AND SO MANY KINDS OF ANIMALS--AS MEN, FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS, CREEPING, SWIMMING, AND FLYING. AND THERE ARE FIVE KINDS BY WHICH ALL THINGS ARE MADE OF GOD, VIZ. ESSENCE, THE SAME, ANOTHER, SENSE, AND MOTION. THE SWALLOW BRINGS FORTH BUT FIVE YOUNG, WHICH SHE FEEDS WITH EQUITY, BEGINNING WITH THE ELDEST, AND SO THE REST ACCORDING TO THEIR AGE. FOR IN THIS NUMBER THE FATHER NOAH FOUND FAVOR WITH GOD, AND WAS PRESERVED IN THE FLOOD OF WATERS. IN THE VIRTUE OF THIS NUMBER, ABRAHAM, BEING A HUNDRED YEARS OLD, BEGAT A SON OF SARAH (SARAH BEING NINETY YEARS OLD, AND A BARREN WOMAN, AND PAST CHILDBEARING), AND GREW UP TO BE A GREAT PEOPLE. HENCE, IN TIME OF GRACE, THE NAME OF DIVINE OMNIPOTENCY IS CALLED UPON IN FIVE LETTERS; IN TIME OF NATURE, THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD WAS CALLED UPON WITH THREE LETTERS שדי, SADAI; IN TIME OF THE LAW, THE INEFFABLE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD WAS EXPRESSED WITH FOUR LETTERS יהוה INSTEAD OF WHICH THE HEBREWS EXPRESS אדני ADONAI; IN TIME OF GRACE, THE INEFFABLE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD WAS WRITTEN WITH FIVE LETTERS יהשוה, JHESU, WHICH IS CALLED UPON WITH NO LESS MYSTERY THAN THAT OF THREE LETTERS ישך.
THE SCALE OF THE NUMBER FIVE
	THE NAMES OF GOD WITH FIVE LETTERS. THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF CHRIST WITH FIVE LETTERS,
	 
	אליוז
אלהים
יהשוח
	ELOIM,
ELOHI,
JHESU,
	 
	 
	IN THE EXEMPLARY WORLD.

	FIVE INTELLIGIBLE SUBSTANCES,
	SPIRITS OF THE FIRST HIERARCHY, CALLED GODS, OR SONS OF GOD
	SPIRITS OF THE SECOND HIERARCHY, CALLED INTELLIGENCES,
	SPIRITS OF THE THIRD HIERARCHY, CALLED ANGELS WHICH ARE SENT,
	SOULS OF CELESTIAL BODIES,
	HEROES AND BLESSED SOULS.
	IN THE INTELLECTUAL WORLD.

	FIVE WANDERING STARS, LORDS OF THE TERMS,
	SATURN,
	JUPITER,
	MARS,
	VENUS,
	MERCURY.
	IN THE CELESTIAL WORLD.

	FIVE KINDS OF CORRUPTIBLE THINGS,
	WATER,
	AIR,
	FIRE,
	EARTH,
	A MIXED BODY.
	IN THE ELEMENTARY WORLD.

	FIVE KINDS OF MIXED BODIES,
	ANIMAL,
	PLANT,
	METAL,
	STONE,
	PLANT-ANIMAL.
	 

	FIVE SENSES,
	TASTE,
	HEARING,
	SEEING,
	TOUCHING,
	SMELLING.
	IN THE LESSER WORLD.

	FIVE CORPOREAL TORMENTS,
	DEADLY BITTERNESS,
	HORRIBLE HOWLING,
	TERRIBLE DARKNESS,
	UNQUENCHABLE HEAT,
	A PIERCING STINK.
	IN THE INFERNAL WORLD.


CHAP. XXI. OF THE NUMBER SIX, AND THE SCALE
SIX IS A NUMBER OF PERFECTION BECAUSE IT IS THE MOST PERFECT IN NATURE, IN THE WHOLE COURSE OF NUMBERS, FROM ONE TO TEN; AND IT ALONE IS SO PERFECT THAT IN THE COLLECTION OF ITS PARTS, IT RESULTS THE SAME, NEITHER WANTING NOR ABOUNDING; FOR IF THE PARTS THEREOF, VIZ. THE MIDDLE, THIRD, AND SIXTH PART, WHICH ARE THREE, TWO, ONE, BE GATHERED TOGETHER, THEY PERFECTLY FILL UP THE WHOLE BODY OF SIX, WHICH PERFECTION ALL THE OTHER NUMBERS WANT. HENCE, BY THE PYTHAGORIANS, IT IS SAID TO BE ALTOGETHER TO BE APPLIED TO GENERATION AND MARRIAGE, AND IS CALLED THE SCALE OF THE WORLD; FOR THE WORLD IS MADE OF THE NUMBER SIX--NEITHER DOTH IT ABOUND, NOR IS DEFECTIVE: HENCE THAT IS, BECAUSE THE WORLD WAS FINISHED BY GOD THE SIXTH DAY; FOR THE SIXTH DAY GOD SAW ALL THINGS WHICH HE HAD MADE, AND THEY WERE VERY GOOD; THEREFORE THE HEAVEN, AND THE EARTH, AND ALL THE HOST THEREOF, WERE FINISHED. IT IS ALSO CALLED THE NUMBER OF MAN, BECAUSE THE SIXTH DAY MAN WAS CREATED. AND IT IS ALSO THE NUMBER OF OUR REDEMPTION; FOR ON THE SIXTH DAY CHRIST SUFFERED FOR OUR REDEMPTION; WHENCE THERE IS A GREAT AFFINITY BETWEEN THE NUMBER SIX AND THE CROSS, LABOR, AND SERVITUDE. HENCE IT IS COMMANDED IN THE LAW, THAT IN SIX DAYS THE MANNA IS TO BE GATHERED, AND WORK TO BE DONE. SIX YEARS THE GROUND WAS TO BE SOWN; AND THAT THE HEBREW SERVANT WAS TO SERVE HIS MASTER SIX YEARS. SIX DAYS THE GLORY OF THE LORD APPEARED UPON MOUNT SINAI, COVERING IT WITH A CLOUD. THE CHERUBIM’S HAD SIX WINGS. SIX CIRCLES IN THE FIRMAMENT: ARTIC, ANTARTIC, TWO TROPICS, EQUINOCTIAL AND ECLIPTICAL. SIX WANDERING PLANETS: SATURN, JUPITER, MARS, VENUS, MERCURY, THE MOON, RUNNING THROUGH THE LATITUDE OF THE ZODIAC ON BOTH SIDES THE ECLIPTIC. THERE ARE SIX SUBSTANTIAL QUALITIES IN THE ELEMENTS, VIZ. SHARPNESS, THINNESS, MOTION; AND THE CONTRARY TO THESE--DULLNESS, THICKNESS, AND REST. THERE ARE SIX DIFFERENCES OF POSITION: UPWARDS, DOWNWARDS, BEFORE, BEHIND, ON THE RIGHT SIDE, AND ON THE LEFT SIDE. THERE ARE SIX NATURAL OFFICES, WITHOUT WHICH NOTHING CAN BE, VIZ. MAGNITUDE, COLOR, FIGURE, INTERVAL, STANDING, MOTION. ALSO, A SOLID FIGURE OF ANY FOUR-SQUARE THING HATH SIX SUPERFICES. THERE ARE SIX TONES OF ALL HARMONY, VIZ. FIVE TONES, AND TWO HALF TONES WHICH MAKE ONE TONE, WHICH IS THE SIXTH.
THE SCALE OF THE NUMBER SIX
	IN THE EXEMPLARY WORLD,
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	NAMES OF SIX LETTERS
[LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]

	IN THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD,
	SERAPHIM,
	CHERUBIM,
	THRONES,
	DOMINATIONS,
	POWERS,
	VIRTUES;
	SIX ORDERS OF ANGELS, WHICH ARE NOT SENT TO INFERIORS.

	IN THE CELESTIAL WORLD.
	SATURN,
	JUPITER,
	MARS,
	VENUS,
	MERCURY,
	THE MOON;
	SIX PLANETS WANDERING THROUGH THE LATITUDE OF THE ZODIAC FROM THE ECLIPTIC.

	IN THE ELEMENTAL WORLD,
	REST,
	THINNESS,
	SHARPNESS,
	DULLNESS,
	THICKNESS,
	MOTION;
	SIX SUBSTANTIAL QUALITIES OF THE ELEMENTS.

	IN THE LESSER WORLD,
	THE INTELLECT,
	MEMORY,
	SENSE,
	MOTION,
	LIFE,
	ESSENCE;
	SIX DEGREES OF THE MIND.

	IN THE INFERNAL WORLD,
	ACTEUS,
	MEGALESIUS,
	ORMENUS,
	LYCUS,
	NICON,
	MIMON;
	SIX DEVILS, THE AUTHORS OF ALL CALAMITIES.


CHAP. XXII. OF THE NUMBER SEVEN, AND THE SCALE
THE NUMBER SEVEN IS OF VARIOUS AND MANIFOLD POWER; FOR IT CONSISTS OF ONE AND SIX, OR OF TWO AND FIVE, OR OF THREE AND FOUR; AND IT HATH A UNITY, AS IT WERE THE COUPLING TOGETHER OF TWO THREES: WHENCE IF WE CONSIDER THE SEVERAL PARTS THEREOF, AND THE JOINING TOGETHER OF THEM, WITHOUT DOUBT WE SHALL CONFESS THAT IT IS, AS WELL BY THE JOINING TOGETHER OF THE PARTS THEREOF AS BY ITS FULNESS APART, MOST FULL OF ALL MAJESTY. AND THE PYTHAGORIANS CALL IT THE VEHICULUM OF MAN'S LIFE, WHICH IT DOTH NOT RECEIVE FROM ITS PARTS SO, AS IT PERFECTS BY ITS PROPER RIGHT OF ITS WHOLE--FOR IT CONTAINS BODY AND SOUL; FOR THE BODY CONSISTS OF FOUR ELEMENTS, AND IS ENDOWED WITH FOUR QUALITIES: ALSO, THE NUMBER THREE RESPECTS THE SOUL, BY REASON OF ITS THREEFOLD POWER, VIZ. RATIONAL, IRASCIBLE, AND CONCUPISCIBLE. THE NUMBER SEVEN, THEREFORE, BECAUSE IT CONSISTS OF THREE AND FOUR, JOINS THE SOUL TO THE BODY; AND THE VIRTUE OF THIS NUMBER RELATES TO THE OF MEN, AND IT CAUSES MAN TO BE RECEIVED, FORMED, BROUGHT FORTH, NOURISHED, LIVE, AND INDEED ALTOGETHER TO SUBSIST: FOR WHEN THE GENITAL SEED IS RECEIVED IN THE WOMB OF THE WOMAN, IF IT REMAINS THERE SEVEN HOURS AFTER THE EFFUSION OF IT, IT IS CERTAIN THAT IT WILL ABIDE THERE FOR GOOD; THEN THE FIRST SEVEN DAYS IT IS COAGULATED, AND IS FIT TO RECEIVE THE SHAPE OF A MAN; THEN IT PRODUCES MATURE INFANTS, WHICH ARE CALLED INFANTS OF THE SEVENTH MONTH, BECAUSE THEY ARE BORN THE SEVENTH MONTH; AFTER THE BIRTH, THE SEVENTH HOUR TRIES WHETHER IT WILL LIVE OR NO--FOR THAT WHICH WILL BEAR THE BREATH OF THE AIR AFTER THAT HOUR, IS CONCEIVED WILL LIVE; AFTER SEVEN DAYS, IT CASTS OFF THE RELICS OF THE NAVEL; AFTER TWICE SEVEN DAYS, ITS SIGHT BEGINS TO MOVE AFTER THE LIGHT; IN THE THIRD SEVENTH, IT TURNS ITS EYES AND WHOLE FACE FREELY; AFTER SEVEN MONTHS, IT BREEDS TEETH; AFTER THE SECOND SEVENTH MONTH, IT SITS WITHOUT FEAR OF FALLING; AFTER THE THIRD SEVENTH MONTH, IT BEGINS TO SPEAK; AFTER THE FOURTH SEVENTH MONTH, IT STANDS STRONGLY AND WALKS; AFTER THE FIFTH SEVENTH MONTH, IT BEGINS TO REFRAIN SUCKING ITS NURSE; AFTER SEVEN YEARS, ITS FIRST TEETH FALL, AND NEW ARE BRED, FITTER FOR HARDER MEAT, AND ITS SPEECH IS PERFECTED; AFTER THE SECOND SEVENTH YEAR, BOYS WAX RIPE, AND THEN IT IS A BEGINNING OF GENERATION AT THE THIRD SEVENTH YEAR, THEY GROW TO MEN IN STATURE, AND BEGIN TO BE HAIRY, AND BECOME ABLE AND STRONG FOR GENERATION; AT THE FOURTH SEVENTH YEAR, THEY CEASE TO GROW TALLER; IN THE FIFTH SEVENTH YEAR, THEY ATTAIN TO THE PERFECTION OF THEIR STRENGTH; THE SIXTH SEVENTH YEAR, THEY KEEP THEIR STRENGTH; THE SEVENTH SEVENTH YEAR, THEY ATTAIN TO THEIR UTMOST DISCRETION AND WISDOM, AND THE PERFECT AGE OF MEN; BUT WHEN THEY COME TO THE TENTH SEVENTH YEAR, WHERE THE NUMBER SEVEN IS TAKEN FOR A COMPLETE NUMBER, THEN THEY COME TO THE COMMON TERM OF LIFE--THE PROPHET SAYING, OUR AGE IS SEVENTY YEARS. THE UTMOST HEIGHT OF A MAN'S BODY IS SEVEN FEET. THERE ARE, ALSO, SEVEN DEGREES IN THE BODY, WHICH COMPLETE THE DIMENSION OF ITS ALTITUDE FROM THE BOTTOM TO THE TOP, VIZ. MARROW, BONE, NERVE, VEIN, ARTERY, FLESH, AND SKIN. THERE ARE SEVEN, WHICH, BY THE GREEKS, ARE CALLED BLACK MEMBERS: THE TONGUE, HEART, LUNGS, LIVER, SPLEEN, AND THE TWO KIDNEYS. THERE ARE, ALSO, SEVEN PRINCIPAL PARTS, OF THE BODY: THE HEAD, BREAST, HANDS, FEET, AND THE PRIVY MEMBERS. IT IS MANIFEST, CONCERNING BREATH AND MEAT, THAT, WITHOUT DRAWING OF THE BREATH, THE LIFE DOTH NOT REMAIN ABOVE SEVEN HOURS; AND THEY THAT ARE STARVED WITH FAMINE, LIVE NOT ABOVE SEVEN DAYS. THE VEINS, ALSO, AND ARTERIES, AS PHYSICIANS SAY, ARE MOVED BY THE SEVENTH NUMBER. ALSO, JUDGMENTS IN DISEASES ARE MADE WITH GREATER MANIFESTATION UPON THE SEVENTH DAY, WHICH PHYSICIANS CALL CRITICAL, I. E. JUDICIAL. ALSO, OF SEVEN PORTIONS GOD CREATES THE SOUL; THE SOUL, ALSO, RECEIVES THE BODY BY SEVEN DEGREES. ALL DIFFERENCE OF VOICES PROCEEDS TO THE SEVENTH DEGREE, AFTER WHICH THERE IS THE SAME REVOLUTION. AGAIN, THERE ARE SEVEN MODULATIONS OF THE VOICES: DITONUS, SEMIDITONUS, DIATESSERON, DIAPENTE WITH A TONE, DIAPENTE WITH A HALF TONE, AND DIAPASON. THERE ARE ALSO, IN CELESTIALS, A MOST POTENT POWER OF THE NUMBER SEVEN; FOR SEEING THERE ARE FOUR CORNERS OF THE HEAVEN DIAMETRICALLY LOOKING ONE TOWARDS THE OTHER, WHICH INDEED IS ACCOUNTED A MOST FULL AND POWERFUL ASPECT, AND CONSISTS OF THE NUMBER SEVEN; FOR IT IS MADE WITH THE SEVENTH SIGN, AND MAKES A CROSS, THE MOST POWERFUL FIGURE OF ALL, OF WHICH WE SHALL SPEAK IN ITS DUE PLACE;--BUT THIS YOU MUST NOT BE IGNORANT OF, THAT THE NUMBER SEVEN HATH A GREAT COMMUNION WITH THE CROSS. BY THE SAME RADIATION AND NUMBER, THE SOLSTICE IS DISTANT FROM WINTER, AND THE WINTER EQUINOCTIUM FROM THE SUMMER, ALL WHICH ARE DONE BY SEVEN SIGNS. THERE ARE ALSO SEVEN CIRCLES IN THE HEAVENS, ACCORDING TO THE LONGITUDES OF THE AXLE-TREE. THERE ARE SEVEN STARS ABOUT THE ARCTIC POLE, GREATER AND LESSER, CALLED CHARLES WAIN; ALSO, SEVEN STARS CALLED THE PLEIADES; AND SEVEN PLANETS, ACCORDING TO THOSE SEVEN DAYS CONSTITUTING A WEEK. THE MOON IS THE SEVENTH OF THE PLANETS, AND NEXT TO US, OBSERVING THIS NUMBER MORE THAN THE REST, THIS NUMBER DISPENSING THE MOTION AND LIGHT THEREOF; FOR IN TWENTY-EIGHT DAYS, IT RUNS ROUND THE COMPASS OF THE WHOLE ZODIAC; WHICH NUMBER OF DAYS, THE NUMBER SEVEN WITH ITS SEVEN TERMS, VIZ. FROM ONE TO SEVEN, DOTH MAKE AND FILL UP AS MUCH AS THE SEVERAL NUMBERS, BY ADDING TO THE ANTECEDENTS, AND MAKES FOUR TIMES SEVEN DAYS, IN WHICH THE MOON RUNS THROUGH AND ABOUT ALL THE LONGITUDE AND LATITUDE OF THE ZODIAC, BY MEASURING AND MEASURING AGAIN: WITH THE LIKE SEVEN DAYS IT DISPENSES ITS LIGHT, BY CHANGING IT; FOR THE FIRST SEVEN DAYS, UNTO THE MIDDLE AS IT WERE OF THE DIVIDED WORLD, IT INCREASES; THE SECOND SEVEN DAYS IT FILLS ITS WHOLE ORB WITH LIGHT; THE THIRD, BY DECREASING, IS AGAIN CONTRACTED INTO A DIVIDED ORB; BUT, AFTER THE FOURTH SEVEN DAYS, IT IS RENEWED WITH THE LAST DIMINUTION OF ITS LIGHT; AND BY THE SAME SEVEN DAYS, IT DISPOSES THE INCREASE AND DECREASE OF THE SEA: FOR IN THE FIRST SEVEN OF THE INCREASE OF THE MOON, IT IS BY LITTLE AND LITTLE LESSENED; IN THE SECOND, BY DEGREES INCREASED; BUT THE THIRD IS LIKE THE FIRST, AND THE FOURTH DOES THE SAME AS THE SECOND. IT IS ALSO APPLIED TO SATURN, WHICH ASCENDING FROM THE LOWER, IS THE SEVENTH PLANET, WHICH BETOKENS REST; TO WHICH THE SEVENTH DAY IS ASCRIBED, WHICH SIGNIFIES THE SEVEN THOUSANDTH, WHEREIN, AS ST. JOHN SAYS, THE DRAGON (WHICH IS THE DEVIL) AND SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] BEING BOUND, MEN SHALL BE QUIET, AND LEAD A PEACEABLE LIFE. AND THE LEPROUS PERSON THAT WAS TO BE CLEANSED, WAS SPRINKLED SEVEN TIMES WITH THE BLOOD OF A SPARROW; AND ELISHA THE PROPHET, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE SECOND BOOK OF KINGS, SAITH UNTO THE LEPROUS PERSON--"GO, AND WASH THYSELF SEVEN TIMES IN JORDAN, AND THY FLESH SHALL BE MADE WHOLE, AND THOU SHALT BE CLEANSED."--ALSO, IT IS A NUMBER OF REPENTANCE AND REMISSION. AND CHRIST, WITH SEVEN PETITIONS, FINISHED HIS SPEECH OF OUR SATISFACTION. IT IS CALLED THE, NUMBER OF LIBERTY BECAUSE THE SEVENTH YEAR THE HEBREW SERVANT DID CHALLENGE LIBERTY FOR HIMSELF. IT IS ALSO MOST SUITABLE TO DIVINE PRAISES; WHENCE THE PROPHET SAITH--"SEVEN TIMES A DAY DO I PRAISE THEE, BECAUSE OF THY RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENTS."--IT IS MOREOVER CALLED THE NUMBER OF REVENGE, AS SAYS THE SCRIPTURE--"AND CAIN SHALL BE REVENGED SEVENFOLD."--AND THE PSALMIST SAYS--"RENDER UNTO OUR NEIGHBORS SEVENFOLD INTO THEIR BOSOM THEIR REPROACH."--HENCE THERE ARE SEVEN WICKEDNESSES, AS SAITH SOLOMON; AND SEVEN WICKEDER SPIRITS TAKEN, ARE READ OF IN THE GOSPEL. IT SIGNIFIES, ALSO, THE TIME OF THE PRESENT CIRCLE, BECAUSE IT IS FINISHED IN THE SPACE OF SEVEN DAYS. ALSO, IT IS CONSECRATED TO THE HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24], WHICH THE PROPHET ISAIAH DESCRIBES TO BE SEVENFOLD, ACCORDING TO HIS GIFT, VIZ. THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND STRENGTH, THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND HOLINESS, THE SPIRIT OF FEAR OF THE LORD, WHICH WE READ IN ZACHARIAH TO BE THE SEVEN EYES OF GOD. THERE ARE ALSO SEVEN ANGELS, SPIRITS STANDING IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD, AS IS READ IN TOBIAS, AND IN THE REVELATION: SEVEN LAMPS DID BURN BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD, AND SEVEN GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS, AND IN THE MIDDLE THEREOF WAS ONE LIKE UNTO THE SON OF MAN, AND HE HAD IN HIS RIGHT HAND SEVEN STARS. ALSO, THERE WERE SEVEN SPIRITS BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD, AND SEVEN ANGELS STOOD BEFORE THE THRONE, AND THERE WERE GIVEN TO THEM SEVEN TRUMPETS. AND HE SAW A LAMB, HAVING SEVEN HORNS AND SEVEN EYES; AND HE SAW THE BOOK SEALED WITH SEVEN SEALS; AND WHEN THE SEVENTH SEAL WAS OPENED, THERE WAS MADE SILENCE IN HEAVEN. NOW, BY ALL THAT HAS BEEN SAID, IT IS APPARENT THAT THE NUMBER SEVEN, AMONGST THE OTHER NUMBERS, MAY BE DESERVEDLY SAID TO BE MOST FULL OF EFFICACY. MOREOVER, THE NUMBER SEVEN HATH GREAT CONFORMITY WITH THE NUMBER TWELVE; FOR AS THREE AND FOUR MAKE SEVEN, SO THRICE FOUR MAKES TWELVE, WHICH ARE THE NUMBERS OF THE CELESTIAL PLANETS AND SIGNS RESULTING FROM THE SAME ROOT; AND BY THE NUMBER THREE PARTAKING OF THE DIVINITY, AND BY THE NUMBER FOUR OF THE NATURE OF INFERIOR THINGS. THERE IS IN SACRED WRIT A VERY GREAT OBSERVANCE OF THIS NUMBER BEFORE ALL OTHERS, AND MANY, AND VERY GREAT ARE THE MYSTERIES THEREOF: MANY WE HAVE DECREED TO RECKON UP HERE, REPEATING THEM OUT OF HOLY WRIT, BY WHICH IT WILL EASILY APPEAR THAT THE NUMBER SEVEN DOTH SIGNIFY A CERTAIN FULNESS OF SACRED MYSTERIES FOR WE READ, IN GENESIS, THAT THE SEVENTH WAS THE DAY OF REST OF THE LORD THAT ENOCH, A PIOUS HOLY MAN, WAS THE SEVENTH FROM ADAM; AND THAT THERE WAS ANOTHER SEVENTH MAN FROM ADAM, A WICKED MAN, BY NAME LAMECH, THAT HAD TWO WIVES; AND THAT THE SIN OF CAIN SHOULD BE ABOLISHED THE SEVENTH GENERATION, AS IT IS WRITTEN--CAIN SHALL BE PUNISHED SEVENFOLD; AND THAT HE WHO SHALL SLAY CAIN, SHALL BE REVENGED SEVENFOLD; TO WHICH THE MASTER OF THE HISTORY COLLECTS THAT THERE WERE SEVEN SINS OF CAIN. ALSO, OF ALL CLEAN BEASTS SEVEN, AND SEVEN WERE BROUGHT INTO THE ARK, AS ALSO OF FOWLS; AND AFTER SEVEN DAYS THE LORD RAINED UPON THE EARTH; AND UPON THE SEVENTH DAY THE FOUNTAINS OF THE DEEP WERE BROKEN UP, AND THE WATERS COVERED THE EARTH. ALSO, ABRAHAM GAVE TO ABIMELECH SEVEN EWE LAMBS; AND JACOB SERVED SEVEN YEARS FOR LEAH, AND SEVEN MORE FOR RACHEL; AND SEVEN DAYS THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL BEWAILED THE DEATH OF JACOB. MOREOVER, WE READ, IN THE SAME PLACE, OF SEVEN KINE; AND SEVEN YEARS OF CORN; SEVEN YEARS OF PLENTY, AND SEVEN YEARS OF SCARCITY. AND IN EXODUS, THE SABBATH OF SABBATHS, THE HOLY REST TO THE LORD, IS COMMANDED TO BE ON THE SEVENTH DAY; ALSO, ON THE SEVENTH DAY MOSES CEASED TO PRAY. ON THE SEVENTH DAY THERE SHALL BE A SOLEMNITY OF THE LORD; THE SEVENTH YEAR THE SERVANT SHALL GO OUT FREE; SEVEN DAYS LET THE CALF AND THE LAMB BE WITH ITS DAM; THE SEVENTH YEAR, LET THE GROUND THAT HATH BEEN SOWN SIX YEARS BE AT REST; THE SEVENTH DAY SHALL BE A HOLY SABBATH, AND A REST; THE SEVENTH DAY, BECAUSE IT IS THE SABBATH, SHALL BE CALLED HOLY. IN LEVITICUS, THE SEVENTH DAY ALSO SHALL BE MORE OBSERVED, AND BE MORE HOLY; AND THE FIRST DAY OF THE SEVENTH MONTH SHALL BE A SABBATH OF MEMORIAL; SEVEN DAYS SHALL THE SACRIFICES BE OFFERED TO THE LORD; SEVEN DAYS SHALL THE HOLY DAYS OF THE LORD BE CELEBRATED; SEVEN DAYS IN A YEAR EVERLASTINGLY IN THE GENERATIONS. IN THE SEVENTH MONTH YOU SHALL CELEBRATE FEASTS, AND SHALL DWELL IN TABERNACLES SEVEN DAYS; SEVEN TIMES HE SHALL SPRINKLE HIMSELF BEFORE THE LORD THAT HATH DIPPED HIS FINGER IN BLOOD; HE THAT IS CLEANSED FROM THE LEPROSY, SHALL DIP SEVEN TIMES IN THE BLOOD OF A SPARROW; SEVEN DAYS SHALL SHE BE WASHED WITH RUNNING WATER THAT IS MENSTRUOUS; SEVEN TIMES HE SHALL DIP HIS FINGER IN THE BLOOD OF A BULLOCK; SEVEN TIMES I WILL SMITE YOU FOR YOUR SINS. IN DEUTERONOMY, SEVEN PEOPLE POSSESSED THE LAND OF PROMISE. THERE IS ALSO READ, A SEVENTH YEAR OF REMISSION; AND SEVEN CANDLES SET UP ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE CANDLESTICKS. AND IN NUMBERS IT IS READ, THAT THE SONS OF ISRAEL OFFERED UP SEVEN EWE LAMBS WITHOUT SPOT; AND THAT SEVEN DAYS THEY DID EAT UNLEAVENED BREAD; AND THAT SIN WAS EXPIATED WITH SEVEN LAMBS AND A GOAT; AND THAT THE SEVENTH DAY WAS CELEBRATED, AND HOLY; AND THE FIRST DAY OF THE SEVENTH MONTH WAS OBSERVED, AND KEPT HOLY; AND THE SEVENTH MONTH OF THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES; AND SEVEN CALVES WERE OFFERED ON THE SEVENTH DAY; AND BAALAM ERECTED SEVEN ALTARS; SEVEN DAYS MARY, THE SISTER OF AARON, WENT FORTH LEPROUS OUT OF THE CAMP; SEVEN DAYS HE THAT TOUCHED A DEAD CARCASS WAS UNCLEAN. AND IN JOSHUA, SEVEN PRIESTS CARRIED THE ARK OF THE COVENANT BEFORE THE HOST; AND SEVEN DAYS THEY WENT [A] ROUND THE CITIES; AND SEVEN TRUMPETS WERE CARRIED BY THE SEVEN PRIESTS; AND ON THE SEVENTH DAY, THE SEVEN PRIESTS SOUNDED THE TRUMPETS. AND IN THE BOOK OF JUDGES, ABESSA REIGNED IN ISRAEL SEVEN YEARS; SAMPSON KEPT HIS NUPTIALS SEVEN DAYS, AND THE SEVENTH DAY HE PUT FORTH A RIDDLE TO HIS WIFE; HE WAS BOUND WITH SEVEN GREEN WITHES; SEVEN LOCKS OF HIS HEAD WERE SHAVED OFF; SEVEN YEARS WERE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL OPPRESSED BY THE KING OF MADEN. AND IN THE BOOKS OF THE KINGS, ELIAS PRAYED SEVEN TIMES, AND AT THE SEVENTH TIME BEHELD A LITTLE CLOUD; SEVEN DAYS THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL PITCHED OVER AGAINST THE SYRIANS, AND IN THE SEVENTH DAY OF THE BATTLE WERE JOINED: SEVEN YEARS' FAMINE WAS THREATENED TO DAVID, FOR THE PEOPLE'S MURMURING; AND SEVEN TIMES THE CHILD SNEEZED THAT WAS RAISED BY ELISHA; AND SEVEN MEN WERE CRUCIFIED TOGETHER, IN THE DAYS OF THE FIRST HARVEST; NAAMAN WAS MADE CLEAN WITH SEVEN WASHINGS, BY ELISHA; THE SEVENTH MONTH GOLIAH WAS SLAIN. AND IN HESTER WE READ, THAT THE KING OF PERSIA HAD SEVEN EUNUCHS. AND IN TOBIAS, SEVEN MEN WERE COUPLED WITH SARAH, THE DAUGHTER OF RAGUEL. AND, IN DANIEL, NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S FURNACE WAS HEATED SEVEN TIMES HOTTER THAN IT WAS USED TO BE; AND SEVEN LIONS WERE IN THE DEN, AND THE SEVENTH DAY CAME NEBUCHADNEZZAR. IN THE BOOK OF JOB, THERE IS MENTION OF SEVEN SONS OF JOB; AND SEVEN DAYS AND NIGHTS JOB'S FRIENDS SAT WITH HIM ON THE EARTH; AND, IN THE SAME PLACE--"IN SEVEN TROUBLES NO EVIL SHALL COME NEAR THEE." IN EZRA, WE READ OF ARTAXERXES'S SEVEN COUNSELLORS; AND IN THE SAME PLACE, THE TRUMPET SOUNDED; THE SEVENTH MONTH OF THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES WAS, IN EZRA'S TIME, WHILST THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WERE IN THE CITIES; AND ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE SEVENTH MONTH, ESDRAS READ THE LAW TO THE PEOPLE. AND IN THE PSALMS, DAVID PRAISED THE LORD SEVEN TIMES IN THE DAY; SILVER IS TRIED SEVEN TIMES; AND HE RENDERS TO HIS NEIGHBORS SEVENFOLD INTO THEIR BOSOMS. AND SOLOMON SAITH, THAT WISDOM HATH HEWN HERSELF SEVEN PILLARS; SEVEN MEN THAT CAN RENDER A REASON; SEVEN ABOMINATIONS WHICH THE LORD ABHORS; SEVEN ABOMINATIONS IN THE HEART OF AN ENEMY; SEVEN OVERSEERS; SEVEN EYES BEHOLDING. ISAIAH NUMBERS UP SEVEN GIFTS OF THE HOLY GHOST; AND SEVEN WOMEN SHALL TAKE HOLD ON A MAN. AND IN JEREMIAH, IF SHE THAT HATH BORNE SEVEN, LANGUISHES, SHE HAS GIVEN UP THE GHOST. IN EZEKIEL, THE PROPHET CONTINUED SAD FOR SEVEN DAYS. IN ZACHARIAH, SEVEN LAMPS, AND SEVEN PIPES TO THOSE SEVEN LAMPS; AND SEVEN EYES RUNNING TO AND FRO THROUGH THE WHOLE EARTH; AND SEVEN EYES ON ONE STONE; AND THE FAST OF THE SEVENTH DAY IS TURNED INTO JOY. AND IN MICAH, SEVEN SHEPHERDS ARE RAISED AGAINST THE ASSYRIANS. ALSO, IN THE GOSPEL, WE READ OF SEVEN BLESSINGS; AND SEVEN VIRTUES, TO WHICH SEVEN VICES ARE OPPOSED; SEVEN PETITIONS OF THE LORD'S PRAYER; SEVEN WORDS OF CHRIST UPON THE CROSS; SEVEN WORDS OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY; SEVEN LOAVES DISTRIBUTED BY THE LORD; SEVEN BASKETS OF FRAGMENTS; SEVEN BROTHERS HAVING ONE WIFE; SEVEN DISCIPLES OF THE LORD WHO WERE FISHERS; SEVEN WATER POTS IN CANA OF GALILEE; SEVEN WOES WHICH THE LORD THREATENS TO HYPOCRITES; SEVEN DEVILS CAST OUT OF THE UNCLEAN WOMAN, AND SEVEN WICKEDER DEVILS TAKEN IN AFTER THAT WHICH WAS CAST OUT; ALSO, SEVEN YEARS CHRIST WAS FLED INTO EGYPT; AND THE SEVENTH HOUR THE FEVER LEFT THE GOVERNOR'S SON. AND IN THE CANONICAL EPISTLES, JAMES DESCRIBES SEVEN DEGREES OF WISDOM; AND PETER, SEVEN DEGREES OF VIRTUES. AND IN THE ACTS, WE RECKON SEVEN DEACONS, AND SEVEN DISCIPLES CHOSEN BY THE APOSTLES. ALSO, IN THE REVELATION, THERE ARE MANY MYSTERIES RELATING TO THIS NUMBER; FOR THERE WE READ OF SEVEN CANDLESTICKS, SEVEN STARS, SEVEN CROWNS, SEVEN CHURCHES, SEVEN SPIRITS BEFORE THE THRONE, SEVEN RIVERS OF EGYPT, SEVEN SEALS, SEVEN MARKS, SEVEN HORNS, SEVEN EYES, SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD, SEVEN ANGELS WITH SEVEN TRUMPETS, SEVEN HORNS OF THE DRAGON, SEVEN HEADS OF THE DRAGON WHICH HAD SEVEN DIADEMS, ALSO SEVEN PLAGUES, AND SEVEN VIALS WHICH WERE GIVEN TO EVERY ONE OF THE SEVEN ANGELS, SEVEN HEADS OF THE SCARLET BEAST, SEVEN MOUNTAINS AND SEVEN KINGS SITTING UPON THEM, AND SEVEN THUNDERS UTTERED THEIR VOICES. MOREOVER, THIS NUMBER HATH MUCH POWER; AS IN NATURAL SO IN SACRED CEREMONIAL, AND ALSO IN OTHER THINGS; THEREFORE THE SEVEN DAYS ARE RELATED HITHER; ALSO THE SEVEN PLANETS, THE SEVEN STARS CALLED PLEIADES, THE SEVEN AGES OF THE WORLD, THE SEVEN CHANGES OF MAN, THE SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS, AND AS MANY MECHANIC, AND SO MANY FORBIDDEN; SEVEN COLORS, SEVEN METALS, SEVEN HOLES IN THE HEAD OF A MAN, SEVEN PAIR OF NERVES, SEVEN MOUNTAINS IN THE CITY OF ROME, SEVEN ROMAN KINGS, SEVEN CIVIL WARS, SEVEN WISE MEN IN THE TIME OF JEREMIAH, SEVEN WISE MEN OF GREECE; ALSO ROME DID BURN SEVEN DAYS BY NERO; BY SEVEN KINGS WERE SLAIN TEN THOUSAND MARTYRS: THERE WERE SEVEN SLEEPERS; AND SEVEN PRINCIPAL CHURCHES OF ROME.
THE SCALE OF THE NUMBER SEVEN
	IN THE ORIGINAL WORLD,
	ARARITA,
	אדאדיהא
	 
	 
	ASSER EHEIE,
	אשד אהיה
	THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD WITH 7 LETTERS.

	IN THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD,
	צפקאיל
ZAPHIEL,
	צדקיאל
ZADKIEL,
	כמאל
CAMAEL,
	רפאל
RAPHAEL,
	האניאל
HANIEL,
	מיכאל
MICHAEL,
	גבריאל
GABRIEL;
	SEVEN ANGELS WHICH STAND IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD.

	IN THE CELESTIAL WORLD,
	אבכאי
SATURN,
	צרק
JUPITER,
	מאדים
MARS,
	שמש
THE SUN
	כוגה
VENUS,
	בוכב
MERCURY,
	לבכה
THE MOON;
	SEVEN PLANETS.

	IN THE ELEMENTARY WORLD,
	THE LAPWING,
THE CUTTLE FISH,
THE MOLE,
LEAD,
THE ONYX,
	THE EAGLE,
THE DOLPHIN,
THE HART,
TIN,
THE SAPHIRE,
	THE VULTURE,
THE PIKE,
THE WOLF,
IRON,
THE DIAMOND,
	THE SWAN,
THE SEA CALF,
THE LION,
GOLD,
THE CARBUNCLE,
	THE DOVE,
THIMALLUS,
THE GOAT,
COPPER,
THE EMERALD,
	THE STORK,
THE MULLET,
THE APE,
QUICKSILVER,
THE ACHATES,
	THE OWL;
THE SEA CAT;
CAT;
SILVER;
CHRYSTAL;
	SEVEN BIRDS OF THE PLANETS.
SEVEN FISH OF THE PLANETS.
SEVEN ANIMALS OF THE PLANETS.
SEVEN METALS OF THE PLANETS.
SEVEN STONES OF THE PLANETS.

	IN THE LESSER WORLD,
	THE RIGHT FOOT,
THE RIGHT EAR,
	THE HEAD,
THE LEFT EAR.
	THE RIGHT HAND,
THE RIGHT NOSTRIL,
	THE HEART,
THE RIGHT EYE,
	THE PRIVY MEMBERS,
THE LEFT NOSTRIL,
	THE LEFT HAND,
THE MOUTH,
	THE LEFT FOOT;
THE LEFT EYE;
	SEVEN INTEGRAL MEMBERS DISTRIBUTED TO THE PLANETS.
SEVEN HOLES OF THE HEAD DISTRIBUTED TO THE PLANETS.

	IN THE INFERNAL WORLD,
	HELL,
גיהבם
	THE GATES OF DEATH,
רצלטות
	THE SHADOW OF DEATH,
ידעשחום
	THE PIT OF DESTRUCTION,
באדאחט
	THE CLAY OF DEATH, טיטהיוז
	PERDITION, אבוז
	THE DEPTH OF THE EARTH, שאול
	SEVEN HABITATIONS OF INFERNALS, WHICH RABBI JOSEPH OF CASTILIA, THE CABALIST, DESCRIBES IN THE GARDEN OF NUTS.


CHAP. XXIII. OF THE NUMBER EIGHT, AND THE SCALE
THE PYTHAGORIANS CALL EIGHT THE NUMBER OF JUSTICE, AND FULNESS: FIRST, BECAUSE IT IS FIRST OF ALL DIVIDED INTO NUMBERS EQUALLY EVEN, VIZ. INTO FOUR; AND THAT DIVISION IS, BY THE SAME REASON, MADE INTO TWICE TWO, VIZ. TWICE TWO TWICE; AND BY REASON OF THIS EQUALITY OF DIVISION IT TOOK TO ITSELF THE NAME OF JUSTICE. BUT THE OTHER RECEIVED THE NAME OF FULNESS, BY REASON OF THE CONTEXTURE OF THE CORPOREAL SOLIDITY, SINCE THE FIRST MAKES A SOLID BODY. HENCE THAT CUSTOM OF ORPHEUS SWEARING BY THE EIGHT DEITIES, IF AT ANY TIME HE WOULD BESEECH DIVINE JUSTICE, WHOSE NAMES ARE THESE: FIRE, WATER, EARTH, THE HEAVEN, MOON, SUN, PHANES, AND THE NIGHT. THERE ARE ONLY EIGHT VISIBLE SPHERES OF THE HEAVENS. ALSO, BY IT THE PROPERTY OF CORPOREAL NATURE IS SIGNIFIED, WHICH ORPHEUS COMPREHENDS IN EIGHT OF HIS SEA SONGS: THIS IS ALSO CALLED THE. COVENANT, OR CIRCUMCISION, WHICH WAS COMMANDED TO BE DONE BY THE JEWS THE EIGHTH DAY. THERE WERE ALSO, IN THE OLD LAW, EIGHT ORNAMENTS OF THE PRIEST, VIZ. A BREASTPLATE, A COAT, A GIRDLE, A MITER, A ROBE, AN EPHOD, A GIRDLE OF THE EPHOD, AND A GOLDEN PLATE. HITHER BELONGS THE NUMBER TO ETERNITY, AND THE END OF THE WORLD, BECAUSE IT FOLLOWS THE NUMBER SEVEN, WHICH IS THE MYSTERY OF TIME. HENCE, ALSO, THE NUMBER OF BLESSEDNESS, AS YOU MAY SEE IN MATTHEW. IT IS ALSO CALLED THE NUMBER OF SAFETY AND CONSERVATION; FOR THERE WERE SO MANY SOULS OF THE SONS OF JESSE, FROM WHICH DAVID WAS THE EIGHTH.  
THE SCALE OF THE NUMBER EIGHT
	THE NAME OF GOD WITH EIGHT LETTERS,
	ELOA VADAATH אלוה ךדעט JEHOVA VEDAATH יהוה ךדעט [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]
	IN THE ORIGINAL WORLD.

	EIGHT REWARDS OF THE BLESSED,
	INHERITANCE,
	INCORRUPTION,
	POWER,
	VICTORY,
	THE VISION OF GOD,
	GRACE,
	A KINGDOM,
	JOY;
	IN THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD.

	EIGHT VISIBLE HEAVENS,
	THE STARRY HEAVEN,
	THE HEAVEN OF SATURN,
	THE HEAVEN OF JUPITER,
	THE HEAVEN OF MARS,
	THE HEAVEN OF THE SUN,
	THE HEAVEN OF VENUS,
	THE HEAVEN OF MERCURY,
	THE HEAVEN OF THE MOON;
	IN THE CELESTIAL WORLD.

	EIGHT PARTICULAR QUALITIES,
	THE DRYNESS OF THE EARTH,
	THE COLDNESS OF WATER,
	THE MOISTURE OF AIR,
	THE HEAT OF FIRE,
	THE HEAT OF AIR,
	THE MOISTURE OF WATER,
	THE DRYNESS OF FIRE,
	THE COLDNESS OF EARTH
	IN THE ELEMENTARY WORLD.

	EIGHT KINDS OF BLESSED MEN,
	THE PEACE MAKERS,
	THEY THAT HUNGER AND THIRST AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS,
	THE MEEK,
	THEY WHICH ARE PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE,
	PURE IN HEART,
	MERCIFUL,
	POOR IN SPIRIT,
	MOURNERS;
	IN THE LESSER WORLD.

	EIGHT PUNISHMENTS OF THE DAMNED
	PRISON,
	DEATH,
	JUDGMENT,
	THE WRATH OF GOD,
	DARKNESS,
	INDIGNATION,
	TRIBULATION,
	ANGUISH;
	IN THE INFERNAL WORLD.


CHAP. XXIV. OF THE NUMBER NINE, AND THE SCALE
THERE ARE NINE ORDERS OF BLESSED ANGELS, VIZ. SERAPHIM, CHERUBIM, THRONES, DOMINATIONS, POWERS, VIRTUES, PRINCIPALITIES, ARCHANGELS, AND ANGELS, WHICH EZEKIEL FIGURES OUT BY NINE STONES, WHICH ARE THE SAPPHIRE, EMERALD, CARBUNCLE, BERYL, ONYX, CHRYSOLITE, JASPER, TOPAZ, AND SARDIS. THIS NUMBER HATH ALSO A GREAT AND OCCULT MYSTERY OF THE CROSS; FOR THE NINTH HOUR OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST BREATHED OUT HIS SPIRIT. THE ASTROLOGERS ALSO TAKE NOTICE OF THE NUMBER NINE IN THE AGES OF MEN, NO OTHERWISE THAN THEY DO OF SEVEN, WHICH THEY CALL CLIMACTERICAL YEARS, WHICH ARE EMINENT FOR SOME REMARKABLE CHANGE. YET SOMETIMES IT SIGNIFIES IMPERFECTNESS AND INCOMPLETENESS, BECAUSE IT DOES NOT ATTAIN TO THE PERFECTION OF THE NUMBER TEN, BUT IS LESS BY ONE, WITHOUT WHICH IT IS DEFICIENT, AS AUSTIN INTERPRETS IT OF THE TEN LEPERS. NEITHER IS THE LONGITUDE OF NINE CUBITS OF OG, KING OF BASAN, WHO IS A TYPE OF THE DEVIL WITHOUT A MYSTERY.
THE SCALE OF THE NUMBER NINE
	THE NAME OF GOD WITH 9 LETTERS,
	JEHOVAH SABBOATH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH],
יהוה צבאוט
	JEHOVAH ZIDKENU [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH],
יהוה צדקנו
	ELOHIM GIBER [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], אלוהים גיפור
	IN THE ORIGINAL WORLD.

	9 QUIRES OF ANGELS, 9 ANGELS RULING THE HEAVENS,
	SERAPHIM, MERATTRON,
	CHERUBIM; OPHANIEL,
	THRONES, ZAPHKIEL,
	DOMINATIONS, ZADKIEL,
	POWERS CAMAEL
	VIRTUES, RAPHAEL,
	PRINCIPALITIES, HANIEL,
	ARCHANGELS, MICHAEL,
	ANGELS; GABRIEL
	IN THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD.

	NINE MOVEABLE SPHERES,
	THE PRIMUM MOBILE,
	THE STARRY HEAVEN,
	THE SPHERE OF SATURN,
	THE SPHERE OF JUPITER,
	THE SPHERE OF MARS,
	THE SPHERE OF THE SUN,
	THE SPHERE OF VENUS,
	THE SPHERE OF MERCURY,
	THE SPHERE OF THE MOON;
	IN THE CELESTIAL WORLD.

	NINE STONES REPRESENTING THE NINE QUIRES OF ANGELS,
	SAPHIRE
	EMERALD,
	CARBUNCLE,
	BERYL,
	ONYX,
	CHRYSOLITE,
	JASPER,
	TOPAZ,
	SARDIS;
	IN THE ELEMENTARY WORLD.

	9 SENSES, INWARD & OUTWARD TOGETHER,
	MEMORY,
	COGITATIVE,
	IMAGINATIVE,
	COMMON SENSE,
	HEARING,
	SEEING,
	SMELLING,
	TASTING
	TOUCHING;
	IN THE LESSER WORLD.

	NINE ORDERS OF DEVILS,
	FALSE SPIRITS,
	SPIRITS OF LYING,
	VESSELS OF INIQUITY,
	AVENGERS OF WICKEDNESS,
	JUGGLERS,
	AIRY POWERS
	FURIES SOWING MISCHIEF,
	SIFTERS OR TRIERS,
	TEMPTERS, OR ENSNARERS;
	IN THE INFERNAL WORLD.


CHAP. XXV. OF THE NUMBER TEN, AND THE SCALE
THE NUMBER TEN IS CALLED EVERY NUMBER, OR AN UNIVERSAL NUMBER, COMPLETE, SIGNIFYING THE FULL COURSE OF LIFE; FOR BEYOND THAT WE CANNOT NUMBER BUT BY REPLICATION; AND IT EITHER IMPLIES ALL NUMBERS WITHIN ITSELF, OR EXPLAINS THEM BY ITSELF, AND ITS OWN, BY MULTIPLYING THEM; WHEREFORE IT IS ACCOUNTED TO BE OF MANIFOLD RELIGION AND POWER, AND IS APPLIED TO THE PURGING OF SOULS. HENCE THE ANTIENTS CALLED CEREMONIES DENARY, BECAUSE THEY WERE TO BE EXPIATED AND TO OFFER SACRIFICES, AND WERE TO ABSTAIN FROM SOME CERTAIN THINGS FOR TEN DAYS. THERE ARE TEN SANGUINE PARTS OF MAN: THE MENSTRUES, THE SPERM, THE PLASONATIC SPIRIT, THE MASS, THE HUMORS, THE ORGANICAL BODY, THE VEGETATIVE PART, THE SENSITIVE PART, REASON, AND THE MIND. THERE ARE, ALSO, TEN SIMPLE INTEGRAL PARTS CONSTITUTING MAN: THE BONE, CARTILAGE, NERVE, FIBRE, LIGAMENT, ARTERY, VEIN, MEMBRANE, FLESH, AND SKIN. THERE ARE, ALSO, TEN PARTS OF WHICH A MAN CONSISTS INTRINSICALLY: THE SPIRIT, THE BRAIN, THE LUNGS, THE HEART, THE LIVER, THE GALL, THE SPLEEN, THE KIDNEYS, THE TESTICLES, AND THE MATRIX. THERE ARE TEN CURTAINS IN THE TEMPLE, TEN STRINGS IN THE PSALTERY, TEN MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS WITH WHICH THE PSALMS WERE SUNG, THE NAMES WHEREOF WERE--NEZA, ON WHICH THEIR ODES WERE SUNG; NABLUM, THE SAME AS ORGANS; MIZMOR, ON WHICH THE PSALMS; SIR, ON WHICH THE CANTICLES; TEHILA, ON WHICH ORATIONS; BERACHA, ON WHICH BENEDICTIONS; HALEL, ON WHICH PRAISES; HODAIA, ON WHICH THANKS; ASRE, ON WHICH THE FELICITY OF ANY ONE; HALLELUJAH, ON WHICH THE PRAISES OF GOD ONLY, AND CONTEMPLATIONS. THERE WERE ALSO TEN SINGERS OF PSALMS, VIZ. ADAM, ABRAHAM, MELCHISEDECK, MOSES, ASAPH, DAVID, SOLOMON, AND THE THREE SONS OF CHORA. THERE ARE, ALSO, TEN COMMANDMENTS. AND THEN TENTH DAY AFTER THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST, THE HOLY GHOST CAME DOWN. LASTLY, THIS IS THE NUMBER, IN WHICH JACOB, WRESTLING WITH THE ANGEL ALL NIGHT, OVERCAME, AND, AT THE RISING OF THE SUN, WAS BLESSED, AND CALLED BY THE NAME OF ISRAEL. IN THIS NUMBER, JOSHUA OVERCAME THIRTY-ONE KINGS; AND DAVID OVERCAME GOLIAH AND THE PHILISTINES; AND DANIEL ESCAPED THE DANGER OF THE LIONS. THIS NUMBER IS ALSO CIRCULAR, AS UNITY; BECAUSE, BEING HEAPED TOGETHER, RETURNS INTO A UNITY, FROM WHENCE IT HAD ITS BEGINNING; AND IT IS THE END AND PERFECTION OF ALL NUMBERS, AND THE BEGINNING OF TENS. AS THE NUMBER TEN FLOWS BACK INTO A UNITY, FROM WHENCE IT PROCEEDED, SO EVERY THING THAT IS FLOWING IS RETURNED BACK TO THAT FROM WHICH IT HAD THE BEGINNING OF ITS FLUX: SO WATER RETURNS TO THE SEA, FROM WHENCE IT HAD ITS BEGINNING; THE BODY RETURNS TO THE EARTH, FROM WHENCE IT WAS TAKEN; TIME RETURNS INTO ETERNITY, FROM WHENCE IT FLOWED; THE SPIRIT SHALL RETURN TO GOD, WHO GAVE IT; AND, LASTLY, EVERY CREATURE RETURNS TO NOTHING, FROM WHENCE IT WAS CREATED. NEITHER IS IT SUPPORTED BUT BY THE WORD OF GOD, IN WHOM ALL THINGS ARE HID, AND ALL THINGS WITH THE NUMBER TEN, AND BY THE NUMBER TEN, MAKE A ROUND, AS PROCLUS SAYS, TAKING THEIR BEGINNING FROM GOD, AND ENDING IN HIM. GOD, THEREFORE (THAT FIRST UNITY, OR ONE THING), BEFORE HE COMMUNICATED HIMSELF TO INFERIORS, DIFFUSED HIMSELF FIRST INTO THE FIRST OF NUMBERS, VIZ. THE NUMBER THREE; THEN INTO THE NUMBER TEN, AS INTO TEN IDEAS AND MEASURES OF MAKING ALL NUMBERS AND ALL THINGS, WHICH THE HEBREWS CALL TEN ATTRIBUTES, AND ACCOUNT TEN DIVINE NAMES; FROM WHICH CAUSE THERE CANNOT BE A FURTHER NUMBER. HENCE ALL TENS HAVE SOME DIVINE THING IN THEM, AND IN THE LAW ARE REQUIRED AS HIS OWN, TOGETHER WITH THE FIRST FRUITS, AS THE ORIGINAL OF ALL THINGS AND BEGINNING OF NUMBERS, AND EVERY TENTH IS AS THE END GIVEN TO HIM, WHO IS THE BEGINNING AND END OF ALL THINGS.
SCALE OF THE NUMBER TEN
[bookmark: img_13300][image: http://www.sacred-texts.com/grim/magus/img/13300.jpg]
THE SCALE OF THE NUMBER TEN
	IN THE ORIGINAL
	יהוהיהויהי
THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF JEHOVAH OF TEN LETTERS COLLECTED,
	ואו הא
THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF JEHOVAH OF TEN LETTERS
	יוד הא
EXTENDED,
	אלהימ צבאוט
THE NAME ELOHIM SABAOTH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]
	THE NAME OF GOD WITH TEN LETTERS,

	 
	אהיה
EHEIE,
כתר
KETHER
	ויהוה
JOD JEHOVAH,
חכמה
HOCHMAH,
	יהוה אלהים
JEHOVAH ELOHIM,
בינה
BINAH,
	אל
EL,
הכד
HESED,
	אלהים גיבר
ELOHIM GIBOR,
גבירה
GEBURAH,
	אליה
ELOHA,
תפארת
TIPHERETH,
	יהוה צבאות
JEHOVAH SABOATH,
נצה
NEZAH,
	אלהימצבאות
ELOHIM SABOATH,
הוד
HOD,
	שדי
SADAI,
יסוד
JESOD,
	אדני
ADONAI MELECH;
מלכות MALCHUTH
	TEN NAMES OF GOD. TEN SEPHIROTH.

	IN THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD,
	SERAPHIM, HAJOTHHAKADOS, MERATTRON,
	CHERUBIM, ORPHANIM, JOPHIEL,
	THRONES, ARALIM, ZAPHKIEL,
	DOMINATIONS, HASMALLIM, ZADKIEL,
	POWERS, SERAPHIM, CAMAEL,
	VIRTUES, MALACHIM, RAPHAEL,
	PRINCIPALITIES, ELOHIM, HANIEL,
	ARCHANGELS, BEN ELOHIM, MICHAEL,
	ANGELS, CHERUBIM, GABRIEL,
	BLESSED SOULS; ISSIM; THE SOUL OF MESSIAH;
	TEN ORDERS OF THE BLESSED, ACCORDING TO DIONYSIUS. TEN ORDERS OF THE BLESSED, ACCORDING TO THE TRADITIONS OF MEN. TEN ANGELS RULING.

	IN THE CELESTIAL WORLD,
	RESCHITH HAGALLALIM, THE PRIMUM MOBILE,
	MASLOTH, THE SPHERE OF THE ZODIAC,
	SABBATHI, THE SPHERE OF SATURN,
	ZEDECK, THE SPHERE OF JUPITER,
	MADIM, THE SPHERE OF MARS,
	SCHEMES, THE SPHERE OF THE SUN,
	NOGA, THE SPHERE OF VENUS,
	COCHAB, THE SPHERE OF MERCURY,
	LEVANAH, THE SPHERE OF THE MOON,
	HOLOM JESODOTH, THE SPHERE OF THE ELEMENTS;
	TEN SPHERES OF THE WORLD.

	IN THE ELEMENTARY WORLD,
	A DOVE,
	A LIZARD,
	A DRAGON,
	AN EAGLE,
	A HORSE
	LION,
	MAN,
	THE FOX,
	BULL,
	LAMB;
	TEN ANIMALS CONSECRATED TO THE GODS.

	IN THE LESSER WORLD,
	SPIRIT,
	BRAIN,
	SPLEEN,
	LIVER,
	GALL,
	HEART,
	KIDNEYS,
	LUNGS,
	GENITALS,
	MATRIX;
	TEN PARTS INTRINSICAL OF MAN.

	IN THE INFERNAL WORLD,
	FALSE GODS,
	LYING SPIRITS,
	VESSELS OF INIQUITY,
	REVENGERS OF WICKEDNESS,
	JUGGLERS,
	AIRY POWERS,
	FURIES, THE SEMINARIES OF EVIL,
	SIFTERS, OR TRIERS, 
	TEMPTERS, OR ENSNARERS,
	WICKED SOULS BEARING RULE;
	TEN ORDERS OF THE DAMNED.


CHAP. XXVI. OF THE NUMBERS ELEVEN AND TWELVE, WITH THE CABALISTICAL SCALE
THE NUMBER ELEVEN, AS IT EXCEEDS NUMBER TEN, WHICH IS THE NUMBER OF THE COMMANDMENTS, SO IT FALLS SHORT OF THE NUMBER TWELVE, WHICH IS OF GRACE AND PERFECTION; THEREFORE, IT IS CALLED THE NUMBER OF SINS, AND THE PENITENT. NOW THE NUMBER TWELVE IS DIVINE, AND THAT WHEREBY THE CELESTIALS ARE MEASURED; IT IS, ALSO, THE NUMBER OF SIGNS IN THE ZODIAC, OVER WHICH THERE ARE TWELVE ANGELS AS CHIEF, SUPPORTED BY THE IRRIGATION OF THE GREAT NAME OF GOD. IN TWELVE YEARS, ALSO, JUPITER PERFECTS HIS COURSE, AND THE MOON DAILY RUNS THROUGH TWELVE DEGREES. THERE ARE, ALSO, TWELVE CHIEF JOINTS IN THE BODY OF MAN, VIZ. IN HANDS, ELBOWS, SHOULDERS, THIGHS, KNEES, AND VERTEBRAE OF THE FEET. THERE IS, ALSO, A GREAT POWER OF THE NUMBER TWELVE IN DIVINE MYSTERIES. GOD CHOSE TWELVE FAMILIES OF ISRAEL, AND SET OVER THEM TWELVE PRINCES; SO MANY STONES WERE PLACED IN THE MIDST OF JORDAN; AND GOD COMMANDED THAT SO MANY SHOULD BE SET ON THE BREAST OF THE PRIEST. TWELVE LIONS DID BEAR THE BRAZEN SEA THAT WAS MADE BY SOLOMON; THERE WERE SO MANY FOUNTAINS IN HELIM; AND SO MANY APOSTLES OF CHRIST SET OVER THE TWELVE TRIBES; AND TWELVE THOUSAND PEOPLE WERE SET APART AND CHOSEN.  
THE NUMBER TWELVE
	THE NAMES OF GOD WITH TWELVE LETTERS,
	 
	 
	הוא
HOLY,
	בריר
BLESSED,
	הקדש HE,
	 
	 
	 
	אבבזורותהקרא [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE SON [JESUS], THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN].
	 
	IN THE ORIGINAL WORLD.

	THE GREAT NAME RETURNED BACK INTO TWELVE BANNERS,
	יהוה
	יההו
	יוהה
	הוהי
	הויה
	ההיו
	וההי
	יוהה
	יהיה
	היהו
	היוה
	ההוי
	 

	TWELVE ORDERS OF BLESSED SPIRITS,
	SERAPHIM,
	CHERUBIM,
	THRONES,
	DOMINATIONS,
	POWERS,
	VIRTUES,
	PRINCIPALITIES,
	ARCHANGELS,
	ANGELS,
	INNOCENTS,
	MARTYRS,
	CONFESSORS.
	IN THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD.

	TWELVE ANGELS RULING OVER THE TWELVE SIGNS,
	MALCHIDIAL,
	ASMODEL,
	AMBRIEL,
	MURIEL,
	VERCHIEL,
	HAMALIEL,
	ZURIEL,
	BARBIEL,
	ADNACHIEL,
	HANAEL,
	GABRIEL,
	BARCHIEL.
	 

	TWELVE TRIBES,
	DAN,
	RUBEN,
	JUDAH,
	MANASSEH,
	ASHER,
	SIMEON,
	ISSACHAR,
	BENJAMIN,
	NAPHTHALIN,
	GAD,
	ZABULON,
	EPHRAIM.
	 

	TWELVE PROPHETS,
	MALACHI,
	HAGGAI,
	ZACHARIAH,
	AMOS,
	HOSEA,
	MICHA,
	JONAH,
	OBADIAH,
	ZEPHANIAH,
	NAHUM
	HABAKKUK,
	JOEL.
	 

	TWELVE APOSTLES,
	MATTHIAS,
	THADDEUS,
	SIMON,
	JOHN,
	PETER,
	ANDREW,
	BARTHOLOMEW,
	PHILIP,
	JAMES THE ELDER,
	THOMAS,
	MATTHEW,
	JAMES THE YOUNGER.
	 

	TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC,
	ARIES,
	TAURUS,
	GEMINI,
	CANCER,
	LEO,
	VIRGO,
	LIBRA,
	SCORPIUS,
	SAGITTARIUS,
	CAPRICORN,
	AQUARIUS,
	PISCES.
	IN THE CELESTIAL WORLD.

	TWELVE MONTHS,
	MARCH,
	APRIL,
	MAY,
	JUNE,
	JULY,
	AUGUST,
	SEPTEMBER,
	OCTOBER,
	NOVEMBER,
	DECEMBER,
	JANUARY,
	FEBRUARY.
	IN THE ELEMENTAL WORLD.

	TWELVE PLANTS,
	SANG,
	UPRIGHT VERVAIN,
	BENDING VERVAIN,
	COMFREY,
	LADIE'S SEAL,
	CALAMINT,
	SCORPION GRASS,
	MUGWORT,
	PIMPERNEL,
	DOCK,
	DRAGONWORT,
	ARISTOLOCHY.
	 

	TWELVE STONES,
	SARDONIUS,
	A CORNELIAN,
	TOPAZ,
	CALCEDONY,
	JASPER,
	EMERALD,
	BERYL,
	AMETHYST,
	HYACITH,
	CHRYSOPHRASUS,
	CHRYSTAL,
	SAPPHIRE.
	 

	TWELVE PRINCIPAL MEMBERS,
	HEAD,
	NECK,
	ARMS,
	BREAST,
	HEART,
	BELLY,
	KIDNIES,
	GENITALS,
	HAMS,
	KNEES,
	LEGS,
	FEET.
	IN THE ELEMENTARY WORLD.

	TWELVE DEGREES OF THE DAMNED, AND OF DEVILS.
	FALSE GODS,
	LYING SPIRITS,
	VESSELS OF INIQUITY,
	REVENGERS OF WICKEDNESS,
	JUGGLERS,
	AIRY POWERS,
	FURIES, THE SOWERS OF EVIL,
	SIFTERS, OR TRIERS,
	TEMPTERS, OR ENSNARERS,
	WITCHES,
	APOSTATES,
	INFIDELS,
	IN THE INFERNAL WORLD.


[bookmark: fn_13]FOOTNOTE: THE USE OF THESE SCALES, IN THE COMPOSITION OF TALISMANS, SEALS, RINGS, &C., MUST BE OBVIOUS TO EVERY STUDENT UPON INSPECTION, AND ARE INDISPENSABLY NECESSARY TO THE PRODUCING OF ANY EFFECT WHATEVER THAT THE ARTIST MAY PROPOSE TO HIMSELF; FOR, AS WE HAVE BEFORE OBSERVED, ALL THINGS WERE FORMED ACCORDING TO THE PROPORTION OF NUMBERS, THIS SEEMING TO BE THE PRINCIPAL PATTERN IN THE MIND OF THE CREATOR; THEREFORE, WHEN AT ANY TIME WE SET ABOUT ANY WORK OR EXPERIMENT IN CELESTIAL MAGIC, WE ARE TO HAVE ESPECIAL REGARD TO THE RULE OF NUMBERS AND PROPORTIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, IF WE WOULD OBTAIN THE CELESTIAL INFLUENCE OF ANY STAR, WE ARE, FIRST OF ALL, TO OBSERVE AT WHAT TIME THAT STAR IS POWERFUL IN THE HEAVENS, I MEAN IN GOOD ASPECT WITH THE BENEFICES, AND RULING IN THE DAY AND HOUR APPROPRIATED TO THE PLANET, AND IN FORTUNATE PLACES OF THE FIGURE; THEN WE ARE TO OBSERVE WHAT DIVINE NAMES ARE RULING THE INTELLIGENCES, OR SPIRITS, TO WHICH THE SAID PLANETS ARE SUBJECT WITH THEIR CHARACTERS (WHICH YOU MAY SEE AT LARGE IN THE MAGICAL TABLES OF NUMBERS); THEN, BY REFERRING TO THE ABOVE TABLES OF THE SCALES, WE MAY SEE, BY INSPECTION, TO WHAT NUMBERS ARE ATTRIBUTED DIVINE NAMES, AND, UNDER THEM, THE ORDERS OF THE INTELLIGENCES--THE HEAVENLY SPHERES--ELEMENTS AND THEIR PROPERTIES--ANIMALS, METALS, AND STONES--POWERS OF THE SOUL--SENSES OF M AN-VIRTUES--THE PRINCES OF THE EVIL SPIRITS--PLACES OF PUNISHMENT--DEGREES OF THE DAMNED SOULS--DEGREES OF TORMENTS HEREAFTER--AND EVERY THING THAT IS EITHER IN HEAVEN, OR EARTH, OR HELL;--ALL OUR SENSES, MOTIONS, QUALITIES, VIRTUES, WORDS, OR WORKS, ARE SUBMITTED TO THE PROPORTIONS OF NUMBERS, AS YOU MAY SEE FULLY EXEMPLIFIED IN THE DIFFERENT SCALES OF THE NUMBERS; AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE KNOWABLE ARE DEMONSTRABLE BY THEM, AND ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THEM; THEREFORE GREAT IS THE KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM TO BE DERIVED FROM NUMBERS. THEREFORE THE ARTIST MUST BE WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THEIR VIRTUES AND PROPERTIES-BY THEM THERE IS A WAY OPEN FOR THE KNOWING AND UNDERSTANDING OF ALL THINGS; THEREFORE LET HIM DILIGENTLY CONTEMPLATE THESE SCALES, AND LIKEWISE WHAT WE HAVE SET DOWN IN OUR FOURTEENTH AND FIFTEENTH CHAPTERS PRECEDING THE SCALES, WHERE WE HAVE, UPON GOOD AUTHORITY, EXPLAINED SUFFICIENTLY THE EXTENT AND FORCE OF FORMAL NUMBERS, WHICH OUGHT TO BE WELL UNDERSTOOD AND ATTENTIVELY CONSIDERED, AS THE GROUND AND FOUNDATION OF ALL OUR OPERATIONS IN THIS SCIENCE, WITHOUT WHICH WE ARE DEFRAUDED OF THE DESIRED EFFECT: THEREFORE WHENEVER WE INTEND TO SET ABOUT ANY EXPERIMENT, WHETHER IT BE AN IMAGE, OR RING, OR TABLET, OR MIRROR, OR AMULET, OR ANY OTHER INSTRUMENT, WE ARE TO NOTE FIRST THE SITE, ORDER, NUMBER, AND GOVERNMENT OF THE INTELLIGENCE AND HIS PLANET, HIS MEASURE OF TIME, REVOLUTION IN THE HEAVENS, LIKEWISE WE ARE TO ENGRAVE OR WRITE UPON IT ITS NUMBER, INTELLIGENCE, OR SPIRIT, EITHER FOR A GOOD OR BAD EFFECT, WITH THE SUITABLE CHARACTERS AND TABLES; LIKEWISE THE EFFECT DESIRED, WITH THE DIVINE NAMES CONGRUENT THERETO; SO THAT OUR OPERATIONS MAY BE STRONG, POWERFUL, AND SUITABLE TO THE CONSTELLATION AND STAR, BOTH IN TIME, NUMBER, AND PROPORTION; WITH A DUE AND ATTENTIVE OBSERVATION OF ALL THAT WE HAVE WRITTEN CONCERNING THIS, WITHOUT WHICH ALL OUR OPERATIONS COULD NEVER BE BROUGHT TO HAVE THE EFFECT DESIRED; AND WE ARE TO MIND THAT WHENEVER SUCH AN INSTRUMENT IS PERFECTED, THAT IT IS THE MORE POWERFUL WHEN THE PLANET OR CONSTELLATION (UNDER WHICH IT WAS CONSTRUCTED) IS RULING AND POTENT IN THE HEAVENS; FOR AT THAT TIME, WHATEVER WE DESIRE TO BRING TO PERFECTION BY THE SAID TALISMAN, AS A MEDIUM AND INSTRUMENT, SHALL BY NO MEANS BE PREVENTED OR HINDERED. THEREFORE, TAKE THIS AS A GENERAL RULE, THAT ALL MAGICAL INSTRUMENTS WHATSOEVER HAVE NO POWER IN THEMSELVES, FURTHER THAN AS THEY ARE FORMED UNDER THE INFLUENCES, AND ACCORDING TO THE TIMES AND NUMBERS OF THEIR PROPER STARS AND CONSTELLATIONS; HENCE IS DERIVED THE TITLE WE GIVE THIS BOOK, VIZ. THE CONSTELLATORY ART, OR TALISMANIC MAGIC. THOSE WHO WOULD FURTHER CONSIDER THE POWER, VIRTUE, EXTENT, AND HARMONY OF NUMBERS, LET THEM READ PYTHAGORAS, PLATO, AVERROENA, AVERROES, WHO ALL AGREE IN THE VIRTUES LYING HID IN NUMBERS; AND WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF WHICH, NO MAN CAN BE A TRUE PHILOSOPHER.
CHAP. XXVII. OF THE NOTES OF THE HEBREWS AND CHALDEANS, AND OTHER NOTES OF MAGICIANS
THE HEBREW CHARACTERS HAVE MARKS OF NUMBERS ATTRIBUTED TO THEM FAR MORE EXCELLENT THAN ANY OTHER LANGUAGE, SINCE THE GREATEST MYSTERIES LIE IN THE HEBREW LETTERS, AS IS HANDLED CONCERNING THESE IN THAT PART OF CABALA WHICH WE CALL NOTARIACON. NOW THE PRINCIPAL HEBREW LETTERS ARE IN NUMBER TWENTY-TWO, WHEREOF FIVE HAVE VARIOUS OTHER CERTAIN FIGURES IN THE END OF A WORD, WHICH, THEREFORE, THEY CALL THE FIVE ENDING LETTERS, WHICH, BEING ADDED TO THEM AFORESAID, MAKE TWENTY-SEVEN; WHICH BEING THEN DIVIDED INTO THREE DEGREES, SIGNIFY UNITS, WHICH ARE IN THE FIRST DEGREE--TENS, WHICH ARE IN THE SECOND--AND HUNDREDS, WHICH ARE IN THE THIRD DEGREE. NOW EVERY ONE, IF THEY ARE MARKED WITH A GREAT CHARACTER, SIGNIFIES SO MANY THOUSANDS, AS HERE:
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 THE CLASSES OF THE HEBREW NUMBERS ARE THESE WHICH FOLLOW:
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 SOMETIMES THE FINAL LETTERS ARE NOT USED, BUT WE WRITE THUS:
	1000
	900
	800
	700
	600
	500

	א
	קתת
	תת
	שת
	רת
	קת


 
 
AND BY THOSE SIMPLE FIGURES, AND BY THE JOINING THEM TOGETHER, THEY DESCRIBE ALL OTHER COMPOUND NUMBERS: AS ELEVEN, TWELVE, AN HUNDRED AND TEN, A HUNDRED AND ELEVEN, BY ADDING TO THE NUMBER TEN THOSE WHICH ARE UNITS; AND IN THE LIKE MANNER TO THE REST, AFTER THEIR MANNER; YET WE DESCRIBE THE FIFTEENTH NUMBER NOT BY TEN AND FIVE, BUT BY NINE AND SIX, VIZ. וט AND THAT OUT OF HONOUR TO THE DIVINE NAME יה, WHICH SIGNIFIES FIFTEEN, LEST THAT SACRED NAME SHOULD BE ABUSED TO PROFANE THINGS. LIKEWISE, THE EGYPTIANS, ÆTHIOPIANS, CHALDEANS, AND ARABIANS, HAVE THEIR MARKS OF NUMBERS, WHICH SERVE FOR THE MAKING OF MAGICAL CHARACTERS; BUT THE CHALDEANS MARK THEIR NUMBERS WITH THE LETTERS OF THEIR ALPHABET, AFTER THE MANNER OF THE HEBREWS. I FOUND, IN A VERY ANTIENT BOOK OF MAGIC, SOME VERY ELEGANT CHARACTERS, WHICH I HAVE FIGURED IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER:
[image: http://www.sacred-texts.com/grim/magus/img/14100.jpg]
NOW OF THESE CHARACTERS, TURNED TOWARDS THE LEFT HAND, ARE MADE TENS.
[bookmark: img_14101][image: http://www.sacred-texts.com/grim/magus/img/14101.jpg]
AND THOSE MARKS BEING DOWNWARDS, TO THE RIGHT HAND, MAKE HUNDREDS; TO THE LEFT, THOUSANDS, VIZ.
[bookmark: img_14102][image: http://www.sacred-texts.com/grim/magus/img/14102.jpg]
AND BY THE COMPOSITION AND MIXTURE OF THESE CHARACTERS, OTHER COMPOUND NUMBERS ARE MOST ELEGANTLY MADE, AS YOU MAY PERCEIVE BY THESE FEW:
[image: http://www.sacred-texts.com/grim/magus/img/14200.jpg]
CHAP. XXVIII. THE MAGIC TABLES OF THE PLANETS--THEIR FORM AND VIRTUE--WHAT DIVINE NAMES, INTELLIGENCES, AND SPIRITS, ARE SET OVER THEM
[bookmark: img_pl02][bookmark: img_pl03][bookmark: img_pl04]THERE ARE CERTAIN MAGIC TABLES OF NUMBERS DISTRIBUTED TO THE SEVEN PLANETS, WHICH THEY CALL THE SACRED TABLES OF THE PLANETS; BECAUSE, BEING RIGHTLY FORMED, THEY ARE ENDUED WITH MANY GREAT VIRTUES OF THE HEAVENS, INSOMUCH THAT THEY REPRESENT THE DIVINE ORDER OF THE CELESTIAL NUMBERS, IMPRESSED UPON THEM BY THE IDEAS OF THE DIVINE MIND, BY MEANS OF THE SOUL OF THE WORLD, AND THE SWEET HARMONY OF THOSE CELESTIAL RAYS; SIGNIFYING, ACCORDING TO PROPORTION, SUPER-CELESTIAL. INTELLIGENCES, WHICH CAN NO OTHER WAY BE EXPRESSED THAN BY THE MARKS OF NUMBERS, LETTERS, AND CHARACTERS; FOR MATERIAL NUMBERS AND FIGURES CAN DO NOTHING IN THE MYSTERIES OF HIDDEN THINGS, BUT REPRESENTATIVELY BY FORMAL NUMBERS AND FIGURES, AS THEY ARE GOVERNED AND INFORMED BY INTELLIGENCES AND DIVINE ENUMERATIONS, WHICH UNITE THE EXTREMES OF THE MATTER AND SPIRIT TO THE WILL OF THE ELEVATED SOUL, RECEIVING (THROUGH GREAT AFFECTION, BY THE CELESTIAL POWER OF THE OPERATOR) A VIRTUE AND POWER FROM GOD, APPLIED THROUGH THE SOUL OF THE UNIVERSE; AND THE OBSERVATION OF CELESTIAL CONSTELLATIONS TO A MATTER FIT FOR A FORM, THE MEDIUMS BEING DISPOSED BY THE SKILL AND INDUSTRY OF THE MAGICIAN. BUT NOW WE WILL HASTEN TO EXPLAIN EACH PARTICULAR TABLE. THE FIRST TABLE IS ASSIGNED TO THE PLANET SATURN, AND CONSISTS OF A SQUARE OF THREE, CONTAINING THE PARTICULAR NUMBERS OF NINE, AND IN EVERY LINE THREE EVERY WAY, AND THROUGH EACH DIAMETER MAKING FIFTEEN--THE WHOLE SUM OF NUMBERS FORTY-FIVE; OVER THIS ARE SET SUCH DIVINE NAMES AS FILL UP THE NUMBERS WITH AN INTELLIGENCE, TO WHAT IS GOOD, AND A SPIRIT TO BAD; AND OUT OF THE SAME NUMBERS ARE DRAWN THE SEAL AND CHARACTER OF SATURN, AND OF THE SPIRITS THEREOF, SUCH AS IS BENEATH ASCRIBED TO THE TABLE. NOW THIS TABLE BEING WITH A FORTUNATE SATURN, ENGRAVED ON A PLATE OF LEAD, HELPS CHILD-BIRTH; AND TO MAKE ANY MAN SAFE OR POWERFUL; AND TO CAUSE SUCCESS OF PETITIONS WITH PRINCES AND POWERS; BUT IF IT BE DONE, SATURN BEING UNFORTUNATE, IT HINDERS BUILDINGS, PLANTING, AND THE LIKE, AND CASTS A MAN FROM HONORS AND DIGNITIES, CAUSES DISCORD, QUARRELLING, AND DISPERSES AN ARMY. THE SECOND IS THE TABLE OF JUPITER, WHICH CONSISTS OF A SQUARE DRAWN INTO ITSELF; IT CONTAINS SIXTEEN PARTICULAR NUMBERS, AND IN EVERY LINE AND DIAMETER FOUR, MAKING THIRTY-FOUR; THE SUM OF ALL IS ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SIX. THERE ARE OVER IT DIVINE NAMES, WITH AN INTELLIGENCE TO THAT WHICH IS GOOD, AND A SPIRIT TO BAD; AND OUT OF IT IS DRAWN THE CHARACTER OF JUPITER AND THE SPIRITS THEREOF; IF THIS IS ENGRAVED ON A PLATE OF SILVER, WITH JUPITER BEING POWERFUL AND RULING IN THE HEAVENS, IT CONDUCES TO GAIN RICHES AND FAVOR, [SEXLESS] LOVE, PEACE, AND CONCORD, AND TO APPEASE ENEMIES, AND TO CONFIRM HONORS, DIGNITIES, AND COUNSELS; AND DISSOLVES ENCHANTMENTS IF ENGRAVED ON A CORAL. THE THIRD TABLE BELONGS TO MARS, WHICH IS MADE OF A SQUARE OF FIVE, CONTAINING TWENTY-FIVE NUMBERS, AND OF THESE, IN EVERY SIDE AND DIAMETER, FIVE, WHICH MAKES SIXTY-FIVE, AND THE SUM OF ALL IS THREE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIVE; AND THERE ARE OVER IT DIVINE NAMES WITH AN INTELLIGENCE TO GOOD, AND A SPIRIT TO EVIL, AND OUT OF IT IS DRAWN THE CHARACTERS OF MARS AND OF HIS SPIRITS. THESE, WITH MARS FORTUNATE, BEING ENGRAVED ON AN IRON PLATE, OR SWORD, MAKES A MAN POTENT IN WAR AND JUDGMENT, AND PETITIONS, AND TERRIBLE TO HIS ENEMIES; AND VICTORIOUS OVER THEM; AND IF ENGRAVED UPON THE STONE CORREOLA, IT STOPS BLOOD, AND THE MENSTRUES; BUT IF IT BE ENGRAVED, WITH MARS BEING UNFORTUNATE, ON A PLATE OF RED BRASS, IT PREVENTS AND HINDERS BUILDINGS--IT CASTS DOWN THE POWERFUL FROM DIGNITIES, HONORS, AND RICHES--CAUSES DISCORD AND HATRED AMONGST MEN AND BEASTS--DRIVES AWAY BEES, PIGEONS, AND FISH--AND HINDERS MILLS FROM WORKING, I. E. BINDS THEM; IT LIKEWISE RENDERS HUNTERS AND FIGHTERS UNFORTUNATE--CAUSES BARRENNESS IN MEN AND WOMEN--AND STRIKES A TERROR INTO OUR ENEMIES, AND COMPELS THEM TO SUBMIT. THE FOURTH TABLE IS OF THE SUN, AND IS MADE OF A SQUARE OF SIX, AND CONTAINS THIRTY-SIX PARTICULAR NUMBERS, WHEREOF SIX IN EVERY SIDE AND DIAMETER PRODUCE ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVEN, AND THE SUM OF ALL IS SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SIX; THERE ARE OVER IT DIVINE NAMES, WITH AN INTELLIGENCE TO WHAT IS GOOD, AND A SPIRIT TO WHAT IS EVIL, AND OUT OF IT IS DRAWN THE CHARACTER OF THE SUN AND OF HIS SPIRITS. THIS BEING ENGRAVED ON A PLATE OF PURE GOLD, SOL BEING FORTUNATE, RENDERS HIM THAT WEARS IT RENOWNED, AMIABLE, ACCEPTABLE, POTENT IN ALL HIS WORKS, AND EQUALS HIM TO A KING, ELEVATING HIS FORTUNES, AND ENABLING HIM TO DO WHATEVER HE WILL. BUT WITH AN UNFORTUNATE SUN, IT MAKES ONE A TYRANT, PROUD, AMBITIOUS, INSATIABLE, AND FINALLY TO COME TO AN ILL ENDING. THE FIFTH TABLE IS OF VENUS; CONSISTING OF A SQUARE OF SEVEN, DRAWN INTO ITSELF, VIZ. OF FORTY-NINE NUMBERS, WHEREOF SEVEN ON EACH SIDE AND DIAMETER MAKE ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE, AND THE SUM OF ALL IS ONE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIVE; THERE ARE, LIKEWISE, OVER IT DIVINE NAMES, WITH AN INTELLIGENCE TO GOOD, AND A SPIRIT TO EVIL; AND THERE IS DRAWN OUT OF IT THE CHARACTER OF VENUS, AND HER SPIRITS. THIS BEING ENGRAVED ON A PLATE OF SILVER, VENUS BEING FORTUNATE, PROMOTES CONCORD, ENDS STRIFE, PROCURES THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF WOMEN, HELPS CONCEPTION, IS GOOD AGAINST BARRENNESS, GIVES ABILITY FOR GENERATION, DISSOLVES ENCHANTMENTS, CAUSES PEACE BETWEEN MAN AND WOMAN, AND MAKES ALL KINDS OF ANIMALS FRUITFUL, AND LIKEWISE CATTLE; AND BEING PUT INTO A DOVE OR PIGEON HOUSE, CAUSES AN INCREASE; IT LIKEWISE DRIVES AWAY, MELANCHOLY DISTEMPERS, AND CAUSES JOYFULNESS; AND THIS BEING CARRIED ABOUT TRAVELERS, MAKES THEM FORTUNATE. BUT IF IT BE FORMED UPON BRASS, VENUS BEING UNFORTUNATE, IT ACTS CONTRARY TO ALL THAT HAS BEEN SAID. THE SIXTH TABLE IS OF MERCURY, RESULTING FROM A SQUARE OF EIGHT DRAWN INTO ITSELF, CONTAINING SIXTY-FOUR NUMBERS, WHEREOF EIGHT ON EVERY SIDE AND BY BOTH DIAMETERS MAKE TWO HUNDRED AND SIXTY, AND THE SUM OF ALL IS TWO THOUSAND AND EIGHTY; AND OVER IT ARE SET DIVINE NAMES, WITH AN INTELLIGENCE TO GOOD, WITH A SPIRIT TO BAD, AND FROM IT IS DRAWN A CHARACTER OF MERCURY, AND THE SPIRITS THEREOF; AND IF, WITH MERCURY BEING FORTUNATE, YOU ENGRAVE IT UPON SILVER, TIN, OR YELLOW BRASS, OR WRITE IT UPON VIRGIN PARCHMENT, IT RENDERS THE BEARER THEREOF GRATEFUL, ACCEPTABLE, AND FORTUNATE TO DO WHAT HE PLEASES: IT BRINGS GAIN, AND PREVENTS POVERTY; HELPS THE MEMORY, UNDERSTANDING, AND DIVINATION, AND TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF OCCULT THINGS BY DREAMS; BUT WITH AN UNFORTUNATE MERCURY DOES EVERY THING CONTRARY TO THIS. THE SEVENTH AND LAST TABLE IS OF THE MOON: IT CONSISTS OF A SQUARE OF NINE, HAVING EIGHTY-ONE NUMBERS IN EVERY SIDE, AND DIAMETER NINE, PRODUCING THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-NINE; AND THE SUM OF ALL IS THREE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-ONE. THERE ARE OVER IT, DIVINE NAMES, WITH AN INTELLIGENCE TO WHAT IS GOOD, AND A SPIRIT TO EVIL; AND FROM IT ARE DRAWN THE CHARACTERS OF THE MOON AND THE SPIRITS THEREOF. THIS, THE MOON BEING FORTUNATE, ENGRAVED ON SILVER, MAKES THE BEARER AMIABLE, PLEASANT, CHEERFUL, AND HONORED, REMOVING ALL MALICE AND ILL-WILL; IT CAUSES SECURITY IN A JOURNEY, INCREASE OF RICHES, AND HEALTH OF BODY, DRIVES AWAY ENEMIES, AND OTHER EVIL THINGS FROM WHAT PLACE SOEVER THOU SHALT WISH THEM TO BE EXPELLED. BUT IF THE MOON BE UNFORTUNATE, AND IT BE ENGRAVED ON A PLATE OF LEAD, WHEREVER IT SHALL BE BURIED IT MAKES THAT PLACE UNFORTUNATE, AND THE INHABITANTS THEREABOUTS, AS ALSO SHIPS, RIVERS, FOUNTAINS, AND MILLS; AND IT MAKES EVERY MAN UNFORTUNATE AGAINST WHOM IT SHALL BE DIRECTLY DONE, MAKING HIM FLY HIS PLACE OF ABODE (AND EVEN HIS COUNTRY) WHERE IT SHALL BE BURIED; AND IT HINDERS PHYSICIANS AND ORATORS, AND ALL MEN WHATSOEVER IN THEIR OFFICE, AGAINST WHOM IT SHALL BE MADE. NOW HOW THE SEALS AND CHARACTERS OF THE PLANETS ARE DRAWN FROM THESE TABLES, THE WISE SEARCHER, AND HE WHO SHALL UNDERSTAND THE VERIFYING OF THESE TABLES, SHALL EASILY FIND OUT. HERE FOLLOW THE DIVINE NAMES CORRESPONDING WITH THE NUMBERS OF THE PLANETS, WITH THE NAMES OF THE INTELLIGENCES AND DAEMONS, OR SPIRITS, SUBJECT TO THOSE NAMES. IT IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE INTELLIGENCES ARE THE PRESIDING GOOD ANGELS THAT ARE SET OVER THE PLANETS; BUT THAT THE SPIRITS OR DAEMONS, WITH THEIR NAMES SEALS, OR CHARACTERS, ARE NEVER INSCRIBED UPON ANY TALISMAN, EXCEPT TO EXECUTE ANY EVIL EFFECT, AND THAT THEY ARE SUBJECT TO THE INTELLIGENCES, OR GOOD SPIRITS; AND AGAIN, WHEN THE SPIRITS AND THEIR CHARACTERS ARE USED, IT WILL BE MORE CONDUCIVE TO THE EFFECT TO ADD SOME DIVINE NAME APPROPRIATE TO THAT EFFECT WHICH WE [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE. 
NAMES ANSWERING TO THE NUMBERS OF SATURN ♄
	NUMBERS.
	DIVINE NAMES.
	DIVINE NAMES IN HEBREW.

	3
	AB
	אב

	9
	HOD
	הד

	15
	JAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]
	יה

	15
	HOD
	חיד

	45
	JEHOVAH EXTENDED [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]
	יזרהאואוהא

	45
	AGIEL, THE INTELLIGENCE OF SATURN
	אגיאל

	45
	ZAZEL, THE SPIRIT OF SATURN
	זאזל


NAMES ANSWERING TO THE NUMBERS OF JUPITER ♃
	4
	ABA
	אבא

	16
	 
	הוה

	16
	 
	אהי

	34
	EL AB
	אלאב

	136
	JOHPHIEL, THE INTELLIGENCE OF JUPITER
	יהפיאל

	136
	HISMÆL, THE SPIRIT OF JUPITER
	הסמאל


NAMES ANSWERING TO THE NUMBERS OF MARS ♂
	5
	HE, THE LETTER OF THE HOLY NAME
	ה

	25
	 
	יהי

	65
	ADONAI
	[bookmark: page_147]אדני  

	325
	GRAPHIEL, THE INTELLIGENCE OF MARS
	גראפיאל

	325
	BARZABEL, THE SPIRIT OF MARS
	ברצאבאל


NAMES ANSWERING TO THE NUMBERS OF THE SUN ☉
	6
	VAU, THE LETTER OF THE HOLY NAME
	ו

	6
	HE EXTENDED, THE LETTER OF THE HOLY NAME
	הא

	36
	ELOH
	אלה

	111
	NACHIEL, THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE SUN
	נכיאל

	666
	SORATH, THE SPIRIT OF THE SUN
	סורה


NAMES ANSWERING TO THE NUMBERS OF VENUS ♀
	7
	AHA
	אהא

	49
	HAGIEL, THE INTELLIGENCE OF VENUS
	הגיאל

	175
	KEDEMEL, THE SPIRIT OF VENUS
	קדמאל

	1225
	BNE SERAPHIM, THE INTELLIGENCE OF VENUS
	בני שרפים


NAMES ANSWERING TO THE NUMBERS OF MERCURY ☿
	8
	ASBOGA, EIGHT EXTENDED
	אזבגה

	64
	DIN
	דין

	64
	DONI
	דני

	260
	TIRIEL, THE INTELLIGENCE OF MERCURY
	טיריאל

	2080
	TAPTHARTHARATH, THE SPIRIT OF MERCURY
	תפתרתרת


NAMES ANSWERING TO THE NUMBERS OF THE MOON ☽
	9
	HOD
	הד

	81
	ELIM
	אלים

	369
	HASMODAI, THE SPIRIT OF THE MOON
	השמודאי

	3321
	SCHEDBARSCHEMOTH SCHARTATHAN, THE SPIRIT OF THE SPIRITS OF THE MOON
	שדבשהמעחשרתתי

	3321
	MALCHA BETHARSISIM HED BERUAH SCHEHALIM, THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE INTELLIGENCES OF THE MOON
	קלכאבתדשימימערברוחשהקים


CHAP. XXIX. OF THE OBSERVATION OF THE CELESTIALS NECESSARY IN EVERY MAGICAL WORK
EVERY NATURAL VIRTUE WORKS THINGS FAR MORE WONDERFUL WHEN IT IS NOT ONLY COMPOUNDED OF A NATURAL PROPORTION, BUT ALSO IS INFORMED BY A CHOICE OBSERVATION OF THE CELESTIALS OPPORTUNE TO THIS (VIZ. WHEN THE CELESTIAL POWER IS MOST STRONG TO THAT EFFECT WHICH WE DESIRE, AND ALSO HELPED BY MANY CELESTIALS), BY SUBJECTING INFERIORS TO THE CELESTIALS, AS PROPER FEMALES, TO BE MADE FRUITFUL BY THEIR MALES. ALSO, IN EVERY WORK THERE ARE TO BE OBSERVED THE SITUATION, MOTION, AND ASPECT OF THE STARS AND PLANETS, IN SIGNS AND DEGREES, AND HOW ALL THESE STAND IN REFERENCE TO THE LENGTH AND LATITUDE OF THE CLIMATE; FOR BY THIS ARE VARIED THE QUALITIES OF THE ANGLES, WHICH THE RAYS OF THE CELESTIAL BODIES UPON THE FIGURE OF THE THING DESCRIBE, ACCORDING TO WHICH CELESTIAL VIRTUES ARE INFUSED. SO, WHEN YOU ARE WORKING ANY THING WHICH BELONGS TO ANY PLANET, YOU MUST PLACE IT IN ITS DIGNITIES FORTUNATE, AND POWERFUL, AND RULING IN THE DAY HOUR, AND IN THE FIGURE OF THE HEAVENS. NEITHER MUST YOU EXPECT THE SIGNIFICATION OF THE WORK TO BE POWERFUL, BUT YOU MUST OBSERVE THE MOON OPPORTUNELY DIRECTED TO THIS; FOR YOU SHALL DO NOTHING WITHOUT THE ASSISTANCE OF THE MOON. AND IF YOU HAVE MORE PATTERNS OF YOUR WORK, OBSERVE THEM ALL, BEING MOST POWERFUL, AND LOOKING UPON ONE ANOTHER WITH A FRIENDLY ASPECT; AND IF YOU CANNOT HAVE SUCH ASPECTS, IT WILL BE CONVENIENT AT LEAST THAT YOU TAKE THEM ANGULAR. BUT YOU SHALL TAKE THE MOON EITHER WHEN SHE LOOKS UPON BOTH, OR IS JOINED TO ONE, AND LOOKS UPON THE OTHER, OR WHEN SHE PASSES FROM THE CONJUNCTION OR ASPECT OF ONE, TO THE CONJUNCTION OR ASPECT OF THE OTHER; FOR THAT, I CONCEIVE, MUST IN NO WISE BE OMITTED. ALSO, YOU SHALL IN EVERY WORK OBSERVE MERCURY, FOR HE IS A MESSENGER BETWEEN THE HIGHER GODS AND THE INFERNAL GODS: WHEN HE GOES TO THE GOOD, HE INCREASES THEIR GOODNESS--WHEN TO THE BAD, HE HATH INFLUENCE ON THEIR WICKEDNESS. WE CALL IT AN UNFORTUNATE SIGN OR PLANET, WHEN IT IS, BY THE ASPECT OF SATURN OR MARS ESPECIALLY, OPPOSITE OR QUADRANT, FOR THESE ARE THE ASPECTS OF ENMITY; BUT A CONJUNCTION, A TRINE, AND A SEXTILE ASPECT, ARE OF FRIENDSHIP; BETWEEN THESE THERE IS A GREATER CONJUNCTION; BUT VET IF YOU DO ALREADY BEHOLD IT THROUGH A TRINE, AND THE PLANET BE RECEIVED, IT IS ACCOUNTED AS ALREADY CONJOINED. NOW ALL PLANETS ARE AFRAID OF THE CONJUNCTION OF THE SUN, REJOICING IN THE TRINE, AND SEXTILE ASPECT THEREOF.
CHAP. XXX. WHEN THE PLANETS ARE OF MOST POWERFUL INFLUENCE
NOW WE SHALL HAVE THE PLANETS POWERFUL WHEN THEY ARE RULING IN A HOUSE, OR IN EXALTATION, OR TRIPLICITY, OR TERM, OR FACE, WITHOUT COMBUSTION OF WHAT IS DIRECT IN THE FIGURE OF THE HEAVENS, VIZ. WHEN THEY ARE IN ANGLES, ESPECIALLY OF THE RISING, OR TENTH, OR IN HOUSES PRESENTLY SUCCEEDING, OR IN THEIR DELIGHTS; BUT WE MUST TAKE HEED THAT THEY ARE NOT IN THE BOUNDS OR UNDER THE DOMINION OF SATURN OR MARS, LEST THEY BE IN DARK DEGREES, IN PITS, OR VACUITIES. YOU SHALL OBSERVE THAT THE ANGLES OF THE ASCENDANT, AND TENTH, AND SEVENTH BE FORTUNATE; AS ALSO THE LORD OF THE ASCENDANT, AND PLACE OF THE SUN AND MOON, AND PLACE OF THE PART OF FORTUNE, AND THE LORD THEREOF, THE LORD OF THE FOREGOING CONJUNCTION AND PREVENTION. BUT THAT THEY OF THE MALIGNANT PLANET FALL UNFORTUNATE; UNLESS HAPPILY THEY BE SIGNIFICATORS OF THY WORK, OR CAN BE OF ANY ADVANTAGE TO THEE, OR IN THY REVOLUTION OR BIRTH THEY HAD THE PREDOMINANCE, FOR THEN THEY ARE NOT AT ALL TO BE DEPRESSED. NOW WE SHALL HAVE THE MOON POWERFUL IF SHE BE IN HER HOUSE, OR EXALTATION, OR TRIPLICITY, OR FACE, OR IN DEGREE CONVENIENT FOR THE DESIRED WORK; AND IF IT HATH A MANSION OF THESE TWENTY-EIGHT, SUITABLE TO ITSELF AND THE WORK, LET HER NOT IN THE WAY BE BURNT UP, NOR SLOW IN COURSE--LET HER NOT BE IN THE ECLIPSE, OR BURNT BY THE SUN, UNLESS SHE BE IN UNITY WITH THE SUN--LET HER NOT DESCEND IN THE SOUTHERN LATITUDE, WHEN SHE GO’S OUT OF THE BURNING--NEITHER LET HER BE OPPOSITE TO THE SUN, NOR DEPRIVED OF LIGHT--LET HER NOT BE HINDERED BY MARS OR SATURN.
CHAP. XXXI. OBSERVATIONS ON THE FIXED STARS, AND THEIR NAMES AND NATURES
THERE IS THE LIKE CONSIDERATION TO BE HAD IN ALL THINGS CONCERNING THE FIXED STARS. KNOW THIS, THAT ALL THE FIXED STARS ARE OF THE SIGNIFICATION AND NATURE OF THE SEVEN PLANETS; BUT SOME ARE OF THE NATURE OF ONE PLANET, AND SOME OF TWO. HENCE, AS OFTEN AS ANY PLANET IS JOINED WITH ANY OF THE FIXED STARS OF ITS OWN NATURE, THE SIGNIFICATION OF THAT STAR IS MADE MORE POWERFUL, AND THE NATURE OF THE PLANET AUGMENTED; BUT IF IT BE A STAR OF TWO NATURES, THE NATURE OF THAT WHICH SHALL BE THE STRONGER WITH IT, SHALL OVERCOME IN SIGNIFICATION: AS FOR EXAMPLE, IF IT BE OF THE NATURE OF MARS AND VENUS, IF MARS SHALL BE THE STRONGER TO WITH IT, THE NATURE OF MARS SHALL OVERCOME; BUT IF VENUS, THE NATURE OF VENUS SHALL OVERCOME. NOW THE NATURES OF FIXED STARS ARE DISCOVERED BY THEIR COLORS, AS THEY AGREE WITH CERTAIN PLANETS, AND ARE ASCRIBED TO THEM. NOW THE COLORS OF THE PLANETS ARE THESE: OF SATURN, BLUE, AND LEADEN, AND SHINING WITH THIS; OF JUPITER, CITRINE, NEAR TO A PALENESS, AND CLEAR WITH THIS; OF MARS, RED AND FIERY; OF THE SUN, YELLOW, AND WHEN IT RISES RED, AFTERWARDS GLITTERING; OF VENUS, WHITE AND SHINING--WHITE IN THE MORNING, AND REDDISH IN THE EVENING; OF MERCURY, GLITTERING; OF THE MOON, FAIR. KNOW, ALSO, THAT OF THE FIXED STARS, BY HOW MUCH THE GREATER, AND BRIGHTER, AND APPARENT THEY ARE, SO MUCH THE GREATER AND STRONGER IS THE SIGNIFICATION: SUCH ARE THOSE STARS CALLED BY THE ASTROLOGERS OF THE FIRST AND SECOND MAGNITUDE. I WILL TELL THEE SOME OF THESE WHICH ARE MORE POTENT TO THIS FACULTY, VIZ. THE NAVEL OF ANDROMEDA, IN THE TWENTY-SECOND DEGREE OF ARIES OF THE NATURE OF VENUS AND MERCURY--SOME CALL IT JOVIAL AND SATURNINE; THE HEAD OF ALGOL, IN THE EIGHTEENTH DEGREE OF TAURUS, OF THE NATURE OF SATURN AND JUPITER; THE PLEIADES ARE ALSO IN THE TWENTY-SECOND DEGREE, A LUNARY STAR BY NATURE, AND COMPLEXION MARTIAL; ALSO ALDEBORAM, IN THE THIRD DEGREE OF GEMINI, IS OF THE NATURE OF MARS, AND COMPLEXION OF VENUS--BUT HERMES PLACES THIS IN THE TWENTY-FIFTH DEGREE OF ARIES; THE GOAT STAR, IN THE THIRTEENTH DEGREE OF GEMINI, IS OF THE NATURE OF JUPITER AND SATURN; THE GREAT DOG STAR IS IN THE SEVENTH DEGREE OF CANCER AND VENEREAL; THE LITTLE DOG STAR IS IN THE SEVENTEENTH DEGREE OF THE SAME, AND IS OF THE NATURE OF MERCURY, AND COMPLEXION OF MARS; THE KING STAR, WHICH IS CALLED THE HEART OF THE LION, IS IN THE TWENTY-FIRST DEGREE OF LEO, AND OF THE NATURE OF JUPITER AND MARS; THE TAIL OF THE GREAT BEAR IS IN THE NINETEENTH DEGREE OF VIRGO, AND IS VENEREAL AND LUNARY. THE STAR WHICH IS CALLED THE RIGHT WING OF THE CROW, IS IN THE SEVENTH DEGREE OF LIBRA; AND IN THE THIRTEENTH DEGREE OF THE SAME, IS THE LEFT WING OF THE SAME, AND BOTH OF THE NATURE OF SATURN AND MARS. THE STAR CALLED SPICA, IS IN THE SIXTEENTH DEGREE OF THE SAME, AND IS VENEREAL AND MERCURIAL. IN THE SEVENTEENTH DEGREE OF THE SAME IS ALCAMETH, OF THE NATURE OF MARS AND JUPITER; BUT OF THIS, WHEN THE SUN'S ASPECT IS FULL TOWARDS IT--OF THAT, WHEN ON THE CONTRARY. ELEPHEIA, IN THE FOURTH DEGREE OF SCORPIO, OF THE NATURE OF VENUS AND MARS. THE HEART OF THE SCORPION IS IN THE THIRD DEGREE OF SAGITTARIUS, OF THE NATURE OF MARS AND JUPITER. THE FALLING VULTURE IS IN THE SEVENTH DEGREE OF CAPRICORN, TEMPERATE, MERCURIAL, AND VENEREAL. THE TAIL OF CAPRICORN IS IN THE SIXTEENTH DEGREE OF AQUARIUS, OF THE NATURE OF SATURN AND MERCURY. THE STAR CALLED THE SHOULDER OF THE HORSE, IS IN THE THIRD DEGREE OF PISCES, OF THE NATURE OF JUPITER AND MARS.--AND IT SHALL BE A GENERAL RULE FOR YOU TO EXPECT THE PROPER GIFTS OF THE STARS, WHILST THEY RULE--TO BE PREVENTED OF THEM, THEY BEING UNFORTUNATE, AS IS ABOVE SHEWED; FOR CELESTIAL BODIES, INASMUCH AS THEY ARE AFFECTED FORTUNATELY OR UNFORTUNATELY, SO MUCH DO THEY AFFECT US, OUR WORKS, AND THOSE THINGS WHICH WE USE, FORTUNATELY OR UNHAPPILY. AND ALTHOUGH MANY EFFECTS PROCEED FROM THE FIXED STARS, YET THEY ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THE PLANETS AS BECAUSE BEING MORE NEAR TO US, AND MORE DISTINCT AND KNOWN, SO BECAUSE THEY EXECUTE WHATEVER THE SUPERIOR STARS COMMUNICATE TO THEM.
CHAP. XXXII. OF THE SUN AND MOON, AND THEIR MAGICAL CONSIDERATIONS
THE SUN AND MOON HAVE OBTAINED THE ADMINISTRATION OF RULING THE HEAVENS, AND ALL BODIES UNDER THE HEAVENS. THE SUN IS THE LORD OF ALL ELEMENTARY VIRTUES; AND THE MOON, BY VIRTUE OF THE SUN, IS MISTRESS OF GENERATION, INCREASE OR DECREASE. ALBUMSAR SAYS, THAT BY THE SUN AND MOON, LIFE IS INFUSED INTO ALL THINGS; WHICH ORPHEUS CALLS THE ENLIVENING EYES OF HEAVEN. THE SUN GIVETH LIGHT TO ALL THINGS OF ITSELF, AND GIVES IT PLENTIFULLY, NOT ONLY TO ALL THINGS IN HEAVEN AND AIR, BUT EARTH AND DEEP. WHATEVER GOOD WE HAVE, JAMBLICUS SAYS, WE HAVE IT FROM THE SUN ALONE; OR FROM IT THROUGH OTHER THINGS. HERACLITUS CALLS THE SUN, THE FOUNTAIN OF CELESTIAL LIGHT; AND MANY OF THE PLATONISTS PLACED THE SOUL OF THE WORLD CHIEFLY IN THE SUN, AS THAT WHICH, FILLING THE WHOLE GLOBE OF THE SUN, DOTH SEND FORTH ITS RAYS ON ALL SIDES, AS IT WERE A SPIRIT THROUGH ALL THINGS, DISTRIBUTING LIFE, SENSE, AND MOTION TO THE UNIVERSE. HENCE THE ANTIENT NATURALISTS CALLED THE SUN THE VERY HEART OF HEAVEN; AND THE CHALDEANS PUT IT AS THE MIDDLE OF THE PLANETS. THE EGYPTIANS ALSO PLACED IT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WORLD, VIZ. BETWEEN THE TWO FIVES OF THE WORLD; ABOVE THE SUN THEY PLACE FIVE PLANETS, AND UNDER HIM, THE MOON AND FOUR ELEMENTS. FOR IT IS, AMONGST THE OTHER STARS, THE IMAGE AND STATUE OF THE GREAT PRINCE OF BOTH WORLDS, VIZ. TERRESTRIAL AND CELESTIAL; THE TRUE LIGHT, AND THE MOST EXACT [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD HIMSELF: WHOSE ESSENCE RESEMBLES THE FATHER [STEPHEN]--LIGHT, THE SON [JESUS]--HEAT, THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN]. SO THAT THE PLATONISTS HAVE NOTHING TO HOLD FORTH THE DIVINE ESSENCE MORE MANIFESTLY BY THAN THIS. THE SUN DISPOSES EVEN THE VERY SPIRIT AND MIND OF MAN, WHICH HOMER SAYS, AND IS APPROVED BY ARISTOTLE, THAT THERE ARE IN THE MIND SUCH LIKE MOTIONS AS THE SUN, THE PRINCE AND MODERATOR OF THE PLANETS, BRINGS TO US EVERY DAY; BUT THE MOON, THE NEAREST TO THE EARTH, THE RECEPTACLE OF ALL THE HEAVENLY [SEXLESS] INFLUENCES, BY THE SWIFTNESS OF HER COURSE, IS JOINED TO THE SUN, AND THE OTHER PLANETS AND STARS, EVERY MONTH; AND RECEIVING THE BEAMS AND INFLUENCES OF ALL THE OTHER PLANETS AND STARS, AS A CONCEPTION, BRINGING THEM FORTH TO THE INFERIOR WORLD, AS BEING NEXT TO ITSELF; FOR ALL THE STARS HAVE INFLUENCE ON IT, BEING THE LAST RECEIVER, WHICH AFTERWARDS COMMUNICATES THE INFLUENCE OF ALL THE SUPERIORS TO THESE INFERIORS, AND POURS THEM FORTH ON THE EARTH; AND IT MORE MANIFESTLY DISPOSES THESE INFERIORS THAN OTHERS. THEREFORE HER MOTION IS TO BE OBSERVED BEFORE THE OTHERS, AS THE PARENT OF ALL CONCEPTIONS, WHICH IT DIVERSELY ISSUES FORTH IN THESE INFERIORS, ACCORDING TO THE DIVERSE COMPLEXION, MOTION, SITUATION, AND DIFFERENT ASPECTS TO THE PLANETS AND OTHER STARS; AND THOUGH IT RECEIVES POWERS FROM ALL THE STARS, YET ESPECIALLY FROM THE SUN, AS OFT AS IT IS IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE SAME, IT IS REPLENISHED WITH VIVIFYING VIRTUE; AND, ACCORDING TO THE ASPECT THEREOF, IT BORROWS ITS COMPLEXION. FROM IT THE HEAVENLY BODIES BEGIN THAT SERIES OF THINGS WHICH PLATO CALLS THE GOLDEN CHAIN; BY WHICH EVERY THING AND CAUSE, BEING LINKED ONE TO ANOTHER, DO DEPEND ON THE SUPERIOR, EVEN UNTIL IT MAY BE BROUGHT UNTO THE SUPREME CAUSE OF ALL, FROM WHICH ALL THINGS DEPEND; HENCE IT IS, THAT, WITHOUT THE MOON INTERMEDIATING, WE CANNOT AT ANY TIME ATTRACT THE POWER OF THE SUPERIORS; THEREFORE, TO OBTAIN THE VIRTUE OF ANY STAR, TAKE THE STONE AND HERB OF THAT PLANET, WHEN THE MOON FORTUNATELY COMES UNDER, OR HAS A GOOD ASPECT ON, THAT STAR.
CHAP. XXXIII. OF THE TWENTY-EIGHT MANSIONS OF THE MOON, AND THEIR VIRTUES
AND SEEING THE MOON MEASURES THE WHOLE SPACE OF THE ZODIAC IN THE TIME OF TWENTY-EIGHT DAYS, HENCE IT IS THAT THE WISE MEN OF THE INDIANS, AND MOST OF THE ANCIENT ASTROLOGERS HAVE GRANTED TWENTY-EIGHT MANSIONS TO THE MOON, WHICH, BEING FIXED IN THE EIGHTH SPHERE, DO ENJOY (AS ALPHARUS SAYS) DIVERS NAMES AND PROPERTIES, FROM THE VARIOUS SIGNS AND STARS WHICH ARE CONTAINED IN THEM; THROUGH WHICH, WHILE THE MOON WANDERS, IT OBTAINS MANY OTHER POWERS AND VIRTUES; BUT EVERY ONE OF THESE MANSIONS, ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF ABRAHAM, CONTAINED TWELVE DEGREES, AND FIFTY-ONE MINUTES, AND ALMOST TWENTY SIX SECONDS, WHOSE NAMES, AND ALSO THEIR BEGINNINGS IN THE ZODIAC, OF THE EIGHTH SPHERE, ARE THESE: THE FIRST IS CALLED ALNATH; THAT IS, THE HORNS OF ARIES: HIS BEGINNING IS FROM THE HEAD OF ARIES, OF THE EIGHTH SPHERE: IT CAUSES DISCORDS AND JOURNEYS. THE SECOND IS CALLED ALLOTHAIM, OR ALBOCHAN; THAT IS, THE BELLY OF ARIES; AND HIS BEGINNING IS FROM THE TWELFTH DEGREE OF THE SAME SIGN, FIFTY-ONE MINUTES, TWENTY-TWO SECONDS COMPLETE: IT CONDUCES TO THE FINDING OF TREASURES, AND TO THE RETAINING CAPTIVES. THE THIRD IS CALLED, ACHAOMAZON, OR ATHORAY; THAT IS, SHOWERING, OR PLEIADES: HIS BEGINNING IS FROM THE TWENTY-FIFTH DEGREE OF ARIES COMPLETE, FORTY-TWO MINUTES, AND FIFTY-ONE SECONDS; IT IS PROFITABLE TO SAILORS, HUNTSMEN, AND ALCHYMISTS. THE FOURTH MANSION IS CALLED ALDEBARAM, OR ALDELAMEN; THAT IS, THE EYE OR HEAD OF TAURUS: HIS BEGINNING IS FROM THE EIGHTH DEGREE OF TAURUS, THIRTY-FOUR MINUTES AND SEVENTEEN SECONDS OF THE SAME, TAURUS BEING EXCLUDED: IT CAUSES THE DESTRUCTION AND HINDRANCES OF BUILDINGS, FOUNTAINS, WELLS, GOLD MINES, THE FLIGHT OF CREEPING THINGS, AND BEGETS DISCORD. THE FIFTH IS CALLED ALCHATAY, OR ALBACHAY; THE BEGINNING OF IT IS AFTER THE TWENTY-FIRST DEGREE OF TAURUS, TWENTY-FIVE MINUTES, FORTY SECONDS: IT HELPS TO THE RETURN FROM A JOURNEY, TO THE INSTRUCTION OF SCHOLARS; IT CONFIRMS EDIFICES, IT GIVES HEALTH AND GOOD-WILL. THE SIXTH IS CALLED ATHANNA, OR ALCHAYA; THAT IS, THE LITTLE STAR OF GREAT LIGHT: HIS BEGINNING IS AFTER THE FOURTH DEGREE OF GEMINI, SEVENTEEN MINUTES, AND NINE SECONDS; IT CONDUCES TO HUNTING AND BESIEGING TOWNS, AND REVENGE OF PRINCES: IT DESTROYS HARVEST AND FRUITS, AND HINDERS THE OPERATION OF THE PHYSICIAN. THE SEVENTH IS CALLED ALDIMIACH, OR ALARZACH; THAT IS, THE ARM OF GEMINI, AND BEGINS FROM THE SEVENTEENTH DEGREE OF GEMINI, EIGHT MINUTES, AND THIRTY-FOUR SECONDS, AND LASTS EVEN TO THE END OF THE SIGN; IT CONFIRMS GAIN AND FRIENDSHIP; IT IS PROFITABLE TO LOVERS, AND DESTROYS MAGISTRACIES: AND SO IS ONE QUARTER OF THE HEAVEN COMPLETED IN THESE SEVEN MANSIONS, AND IN THE LIKE ORDER AND NUMBER OF DEGREES, MINUTES, AND SECONDS THE REMAINING MANSIONS, IN EVERY QUARTER, HAVE THEIR SEVERAL BEGINNINGS NAMELY, SO THAT IN THE FIRST SIGN OF THIS QUARTER THREE MANSIONS TAKE THEIR BEGINNINGS; IN THE OTHER TWO SIGNS, TWO MANSIONS IN EACH; THEREFORE THE SEVEN FOLLOWING MANSIONS BEGIN WITH CANCER, WHOSE NAMES ARE ALNAZA ANATRACHYA; THAT IS, MISTY OR CLOUDY, VIZ. THE EIGHTH MANSION; IT CAUSES LOVE, FRIENDSHIP, AND SOCIETY OF FELLOW TRAVELLERS: IT DRIVES AWAY MICE, AND AFFLICTS CAPTIVES, CONFIRMING THEIR IMPRISONMENT. AFTER THIS IS THE NINTH, CALLED ARCHAAM, OR ARCAPH; THAT IS, THE EYE OF THE LION: IT HINDERS HARVEST AND TRAVELERS, AND PUTS DISCORD BETWEEN MEN. THE TENTH IS CALLED ALGELIOCHE, OR ALBGEBH; THAT IS, THE NECK OR FOREHEAD OF LEO: IT STRENGTHENS BUILDINGS, PROMOTES LOVE, BENEVOLENCE, AND HELP AGAINST ENEMIES. THE ELEVENTH IS CALLED AZOBRA, OR ARDAF; THAT IS, THE HAIR OF THE LION'S HEAD: IT IS GOOD FOR VOYAGES, AND GAIN BY MERCHANDISE, AND FOR REDEMPTION OF CAPTIVES. THE TWELFTH IS CALLED ALZARPHA, OR AZARPHA; THAT IS THE TAIL OF LEO: IT GIVES PROSPERITY TO HARVEST AND PLANTATIONS, BUT HINDERS SEAMEN; AND IS GOOD FOR THE BETTERING OF SERVANTS, CAPTIVES, AND COMPANIONS. THE THIRTEENTH IS NAMED ALHAIRE; THAT IS, DOG STARS, OR THE WINGS OF VIRGO: IT IS PREVALENT FOR BENEVOLENCE, GAIN, VOYAGES, HARVESTS, AND FREEDOM OF CAPTIVES. THE FOURTEENTH IS CALLED ACHURETH, OR ARIMET; BY OTHERS, AZIMETH, OR ATHUMECH, OR ALCHEYMECH; THAT IS, THE SPIKE OF VIRGO, OR FLYING SPIKE: IT CAUSES THE LOVE OF MARRIED FOLKS; IT CURES THE SICK, IS PROFITABLE TO SAILORS, BUT HINDERS JOURNEYS BY LAND; AND IN THESE THE SECOND QUARTER OF THE HEAVEN IS COMPLETED. THE OTHER SEVEN FOLLOW: THE FIRST OF WHICH BEGINS IN THE HEAD OF LIBRA, VIZ. THE FIFTEENTH MANSION, AND ITS NAME IS AGRAPHA, OR ALGRAPHA; THAT IS, COVERED, OR COVERED FLYING: IT IS PROFITABLE FOR EXTRACTING TREASURES, FOR DIGGING OF PITS, IT ASSISTS DIVORCE, DISCORD, AND DESTRUCTION OF HOUSES AND ENEMIES, AND HINDERS TRAVELERS. THE SIXTEENTH IS CALLED AZUBENE, OR AHUBENE; THAT IS, THE HORNS OF SCORPIO: IT HINDERS JOURNEYS AND WEDLOCK, HARVEST AND MERCHANDISE; IT PREVAILS FOR REDEMPTION OF CAPTIVES. THE SEVENTEENTH IS CALLED ALCHIL; THAT IS, THE CROWN OF SCORPIO: IT BETTERS A BAD FORTUNE, MAKES LOVE DURABLE, STRENGTHENS BUILDINGS, AND HELPS SEAMEN. THE EIGHTEENTH IS CALLED ALCHAS, OR ALTOB; THAT IS, THE HEART OF SCORPIO: IT CAUSES, DISCORD, SEDITION, CONSPIRACY AGAINST PRINCES AND MIGHTY ONES, AND REVENGE FROM ENEMIES; BUT IT FREES CAPTIVES, AND HELPS EDIFICES. THE NINETEENTH IS CALLED ALLATHA, OR ACHALA; BY OTHERS, HYCULA, OR AXALA, THAT IS, THE TAIL OF SCORPIO: IT HELPS IN BESIEGING OF CITIES, AND TAKING OF TOWNS, AND IN THE DRIVING OF MEN FROM THEIR PLACES, AND FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF SEAMEN AND PERDITION OF CAPTIVES. THE TWENTIETH IS CALLED ABNAHAYA; THAT IS, A BEAM: IT HELPS FOR THE TAMING OF WILD BEASTS, FOR STRENGTHENING OF PRISONS; IT DESTROYS THE WEALTH OF SOCIETIES; IT COMPELS A MAN TO COME TO A CERTAIN PLACE. THE TWENTY-FIRST IS CALLED ABEDA, OR ALBELDACH, WHICH IS A DESERT: IT IS GOOD FOR HARVEST, GAIN, BUILDINGS, AND TRAVELERS, AND CAUSES DIVORCE; AND IN THIS IS THE THIRD QUARTER OF HEAVEN COMPLETED. THERE REMAINS THE SEVEN LAST MANSIONS COMPLETING THE LAST QUARTER OF HEAVEN: THE FIRST OF WHICH, BEING IN ORDER TO THE TWENTY-SECOND, BEGINNING FROM THE HEAD OF CAPRICORN, CALLED SADAHACHA, OR ZODEBOLUCH, OR ZANDELDENA; THAT IS, A PASTOR: IT PROMOTES THE FLIGHT OF SERVANTS AND CAPTIVES, THAT THEY MAY ESCAPE; AND HELPS THE CURING OF DISEASES. THE TWENTY-THIRD IS CALLED ZABADOLA, OR ZOBRACH; THAT IS, SWALLOWING: IT IS FOR DIVORCE, LIBERTY OF CAPTIVES AND HEALTH TO THE SICK. THE TWENTY-FOURTH IS CALLED SADABATH, OR CHADEZOAD; THAT IS, THE STAR OF FORTUNE: IT IS PREVALENT FOR THE BENEVOLENCE OF MARRIED PEOPLE, FOR THE VICTORY OF SOLDIERS; IT HURTS THE EXECUTION OF GOVERNMENT, AND PREVENTS ITS BEING EXERCISED. THE TWENTY-FIFTH IS CALLED SADALABRA, OR SADALACHIA; THAT IS, A BUTTERFLY, OR A SPREADING FORTH: IT FAVORS BESIEGING AND REVENGE; IT DESTROYS ENEMIES, AND CAUSES DIVORCE; CONFIRMS PRISONS AND BUILDINGS, HASTENS MESSENGERS; IT CONDUCES TO SPELLS AGAINST COPULATION, AND SO BINDS EVERY MEMBER OF MAN THAT IT CANNOT PERFORM ITS DUTY. THE TWENTY-SIXTH IS CALLED ALPHARG, OR PHRAGAL MOCADEN; THAT IS, THE FIRST DRAWING: IT CAUSES UNION, HEALTH OF CAPTIVES, DESTROYS BUILDING AND PRISONS. THE TWENTY-SEVENTH IS CALLED ALCHARA ALYHALGALMOAD, OR THE SECOND DRAWING: IT INCREASES HARVESTS, REVENUES, GAIN, AND HEALS INFIRMITIES, BUT HINDERS BUILDINGS, PROLONGS PRISONS, CAUSES DANGER TO SEAMEN, AND HELPS TO INFER MISCHIEFS ON WHOM YOU SHALL PLEASE. THE TWENTY-EIGHTH AND LAST IS CALLED ALBOTHAM, OR ATCHALCY; THAT IS, PISCES: IT INCREASES HARVEST AND MERCHANDISE; IT SECURES TRAVELERS THROUGH DANGEROUS PLACES; IT MAKES FOR THE JOY OF MARRIED PEOPLE; BUT IT STRENGTHENS PRISONS, AND CAUSES LOSS OF TREASURES. AND IN THESE TWENTY-EIGHT MANSIONS LIE HID MANY SECRETS OF THE WISDOM OF THE ANCIENTS, BY WHICH THEY WROUGHT WONDERS ON ALL THINGS WHICH ARE UNDER THE CIRCLE OF THE MOON; AND THEY ATTRIBUTED TO EVERY MANSION HIS RESEMBLANCES, IMAGES, AND SEALS, AND HIS PRESIDENT INTELLIGENCES, AND WORKED BY THE VIRTUE OF THEM AFTER DIFFERENT MANNERS.
CHAP. XXXIV. HOW SOME ARTIFICIAL THINGS (AS IMAGES, SEALS, AND SUCH LIKE) MAY OBTAIN SOME VIRTUE FROM THE CELESTIAL BODIES
SO GREAT IS THE EXTENT, POWER, AND EFFICACY OF THE CELESTIAL BODIES, THAT NOT ONLY NATURAL THINGS, BUT ALSO ARTIFICIAL, WHEN THEY ARE RIGHTLY EXPOSED TO THOSE ABOVE, DO PRESENTLY SUFFER BY THAT MOST POTENT AGENT, AND OBTAIN A WONDERFUL LIFE. THE MAGICIANS AFFIRM, THAT NOT ONLY BY THE MIXTURE AND APPLICATION OF NATURAL THINGS, BUT ALSO IN IMAGES, SEALS, RINGS, GLASSES, AND SOME OTHER INSTRUMENTS, BEING OPPORTUNELY FRAMED UNDER A CERTAIN CONSTELLATION) SOME CELESTIAL ILLUSTRATIONS MAY BE TAKEN, AND SOME WONDERFUL THING MAY BE RECEIVED; FOR THE BEAMS OF THE CELESTIAL BODIES BEING ANIMATED, LIVING, SENSUAL, AND BRINGING ALONG WITH THEM ADMIRABLE GIFTS, AND A MOST VIOLENT POWER, DO, EVEN IN A MOMENT, AND AT THE FIRST TOUCH, IMPRINT WONDERFUL POWERS IN THE IMAGES, THOUGH THEIR MATTER BE LESS CAPABLE. YET THEY BESTOW MORE POWERFUL VIRTUES ON THE IMAGES IF THEY BE FRAMED NOT OF ANY, BUT OF A CERTAIN MATTER, NAMELY, WHOSE NATURAL, BUT ALSO SPECIFICAL VIRTUE IS AGREEABLE WITH THE WORK, AND THE FIGURE OF THE IMAGE IS LIKE TO THE CELESTIAL; FOR SUCH AN IMAGE, BOTH IN REGARD TO THE MATTER NATURALLY CONGRUOUS TO THE OPERATION AND CELESTIAL INFLUENCE, AND ALSO FOR ITS FIGURE BEING LIKE TO THE HEAVENLY ONE, IS BEST PREPARED TO RECEIVE THE OPERATIONS AND POWERS OF THE CELESTIAL BODIES AND FIGURES, AND INSTANTLY RECEIVES THE HEAVENLY GIFT INTO ITSELF; THOUGH IT CONSTANTLY WORKETH ON ANOTHER THING, AND OTHER THINGS YIELD OBEDIENCE TO IT.
CHAP. XXXV. OF THE IMAGES OF THE ZODIAC--WHAT VIRTUES, THEY BEING ENGRAVEN, RECEIVE FROM THE STARS
[bookmark: img_pl05]BUT THE CELESTIAL IMAGES, ACCORDING TO WHOSE LIKENESS IMAGES OF THIS KIND ARE FRAMED, ARE MANY IN THE HEAVENS; SOME VISIBLE ARID CONSPICUOUS, OTHERS ONLY IMAGINARY, CONCEIVED AND SET DOWN BY THE EGYPTIANS, INDIANS, AND CHALDEANS; AND THEIR PARTS ARE SO ORDERED, THAT EVEN THE FIGURES OF SOME OF THEM ARE DISTINGUISHED FROM OTHERS; FOR THIS REASON THEY PLACE IN THE CIRCLE OF THE ZODIAC TWELVE GENERAL IMAGES, ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THE SIGNS; OF THESE, THEY CONSTITUTING ARIES, LEO, AND SAGITTARIUS, FOR THE FIERY AND ORIENTAL TRIPLICITY, REPORT THAT IT IS PROFITABLE AGAINST FEVERS, PALSY, DROPSY, GOUT, AND ALL COLD AND PHLEGMATIC INFIRMITIES; AND THAT IT MAKES HIM WHO CARRIES IT TO BC ACCEPTABLE, ELOQUENT, INGENIOUS AND HONORABLE; BECAUSE THEY ARE THE HOUSES OF MARS, SOL, AND JUPITER. THEY MADE, ALSO, THE IMAGE OF A LION AGAINST MELANCHOLY PHANTASIES, DROPSY, PLAGUE AND FEVERS, AND TO EXPEL DISEASES; AT THE HOUR OF THE SUN, THE FIRST DEGREE OF THE SIGN LEO ASCENDING, WHICH IS THE FACE AND DECANATE OF JUPITER; BUT AGAINST THE STONE, AND DISEASES OF THE REINS, AND AGAINST HURTS OF BEASTS, THEY MADE THE SAME IMAGE WHEN SOL, IN THE HEART OF THE LION, OBTAINED THE MIDST OF HEAVEN. AND AGAIN, BECAUSE GEMINI, LIBRA, AND AQUARIUS, DO CONSTITUTE THE AERIAL AND OCCIDENTAL TRIPLICITY, AND ARE THE HOUSES OF MERCURY, VENUS, AND SATURN, THEY ARE SAID TO PUT TO FLIGHT DISEASES, TO CONDUCE TO FRIENDSHIP AND CONCORD, TO PREVAIL AGAINST MELANCHOLY, AND TO CAUSE HEALTH; AND THEY REPORT THAT AQUARIUS ESPECIALLY FREES FROM THE QUARTAN. ALSO, THAT CANCER, SCORPIO, AND PISCES, BECAUSE THEY CONSTITUTE THE WATERY AND NORTHERN TRIPLICITY, DO PREVAIL AGAINST HOT AND DRY FEVERS, ALSO AGAINST THE HECTIC, AND ALL CHOLERIC PASSIONS; BUT SCORPIO, BECAUSE AMONG THE MEMBERS IT RESPECTS THE PRIVY PARTS, DOTH PROVOKE TO LUST; BUT THESE DID FRAME IT FOR THIS PURPOSE, HIS THIRD FACE ASCENDING, WHICH BELONGS TO VENUS; AND THEY MADE THE SAME, AGAINST SERPENTS AND SCORPIONS, POISONS AND EVIL SPIRITS, HIS SECOND FACE ASCENDING, WHICH IS THE FACE OF THE SUN, AND DECANATE OF JUPITER; AND THEY REPORT THAT IT MAKES HIM WHO CARRIES IT WISE, OF A GOOD COLOR; AND THEY SAY THAT THE IMAGE OF CANCER IS MOST EFFICACIOUS AGAINST SERPENTS AND POISON, WHEN SOL AND LUNA ARE IN CONJUNCTION IN IT, AND ASCEND IN THE FIRST AND THIRD FACE; FOR THIS IS THE FACE OF VENUS, AND THE DECANATE OF LUNA; BUT THE SECOND FACE OF LUNA THE DECANATE OF JUPITER. THEY REPORT, ALSO, THAT SERPENTS ARE TORMENTED WHEN THE SUN IS IN CANCER; ALSO, THAT TAURUS, VIRGO, AND CAPRICORN, BECAUSE THEY CONSTITUTE THE EARTHLY AND SOUTHERN TRIPLICITY, DO CURE HOT INFIRMITIES, AND PREVAIL AGAINST THE SYNOCAL FEVER; IT MAKES THOSE WHO CARRY IT GRATEFUL, ACCEPTABLE, ELOQUENT, DEVOUT AND RELIGIOUS; BECAUSE THEY ARE THE HOUSES OF VENUS, MARS, AND SATURN, CAPRICORN ALSO IS REPORTED TO KEEP MEN IN SAFETY, AND ALSO PLACES IN SECURITY, BECAUSE IT IS THE EXALTATION OF MARS.
CHAP. XXXVI. OF THE IMAGES OF SATURN
BUT NOW WHAT IMAGES THEY DID ATTRIBUTE TO THE PLANETS. ALTHOUGH OF THESE THINGS VERY LARGE VOLUMES HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY THE ANTIENT WISE MEN, SO THAT THERE IS NO NEED TO DECLARE THEM HERE, NOTWITHSTANDING I WILL RECITE A FEW OF THEM; FOR THEY MADE, FROM THE OPERATIONS OF SATURN, SATURN ASCENDING IN A STONE, WHICH IS CALLED THE LOAD-STONE, THE IMAGE OF A MAN, HAVING THE COUNTENANCE OF A HART, AND CAMEL'S FEET, AND SITTING UPON A CHAIR OR ELSE A DRAGON, HOLDING IN HIS RIGHT HAND A SCYTHE, IN HIS LEFT A DART, WHICH IMAGE THEY HOPED WOULD BE PROFITABLE FOR PROLONGATION OF LIFE; FOR ALBUMASAR, IN HIS BOOK SADAR, PROVES THAT SATURN CONDUCES TO THE PROLONGATION OF LIFE; WHERE, ALSO, HE SAYS THAT CERTAIN REGIONS OF INDIA BEING SUBJECT TO SATURN, THERE MEN ARE OF A VERY LONG LIFE, AND DIE NOT UNLESS BY EXTREME OLD AGE. THEY MADE, ALSO, AN IMAGE OF SATURN, FOR LENGTH OF DAYS, IN A SAPPHIRE, AT THE HOUR OF SATURN, SATURN ASCENDING OR FORTUNATELY CONSTITUTED; WHOSE FIGURE WAS AN OLD MAN SITTING UPON A HIGH CHAIR, HAVING HIS HANDS LIFTED UP ABOVE HIS HEAD, AND IN THEM HOLDING A FISH OR SICKLE, AND UNDER HIS FEET A BUNCH OF GRAPES, HIS HEAD COVERED WITH A BLACK OR DUSKY COLORED CLOTH, AND ALL HIS GARMENTS BLACK OR DARK. THEY ALSO MAKE THIS SAME IMAGE AGAINST THE STONE, AND DISEASE OF THE KIDNEYS, VIZ. IN THE HOUR OF SATURN, SATURN ASCENDING WITH THE THIRD FACE OF AQUARIUS. THEY MADE ALSO, FROM THE OPERATIONS OF SATURN, AN IMAGE FOR THE INCREASING OF POWER SATURN ASCENDING IN CAPRICORN; THE FORM OF WHICH WAS AN OLD MAN LEANING ON A STAFF, HAVING IN HIS HAND A CROOKED SICKLE, AND CLOTHED IN BLACK. THEY ALSO MADE AN IMAGE OF MELTED COPPER, SATURN ASCENDING IN HIS RISING, VIZ. IN THE FIRST DEGREE OF ARIES, OR THE FIRST DEGREE OF CAPRICORN; WHICH IMAGE THEY AFFIRM TO SPEAK WITH A MAN'S VOICE. THEY MADE ALSO, FROM THE OPERATIONS OF SATURN, AND ALSO MERCURY, AN IMAGE OF CAST METAL, LIKE A BEAUTIFUL MAN, WHICH, THEY SAID, WOULD FORETELL THINGS TO COME; AND MADE IT ON THE DAY OF MERCURY, ON THE THIRD HOUR OF SATURN, THE SIGN OF GEMINI ASCENDING, BEING THE HOUSE OF MERCURY, SIGNIFYING PROPHETS; SATURN AND MERCURY BEING IN CONJUNCTION IN AQUARIUS, IN THE NINTH HOUSE OF HEAVEN, WHICH IS ALSO CALLED GOD. MOREOVER, LET SATURN HAVE A TRINE ASPECT ON THE ASCENDANT, AND THE MOON IN LIKE MANNER, AND THE SUN HAVE AN ASPECT ON THE PLACE OF CONJUNCTION; VENUS, OBTAINING SOME ANGLE, MAY BE POWERFUL AND OCCIDENTAL; LET MARS BE COMBUST BY THE SUN, BUT LET IT NOT HAVE AN ASPECT ON SATURN AND MERCURY; FOR THEY SAID THAT THE SPLENDOR OF THE POWERS OF THESE STARS WAS DIFFUSED UPON THIS IMAGE, AND IT DID SPEAK WITH MEN, AND DECLARE THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE PROFITABLE FOR THEM.
CHAP. XXXVII. OF THE IMAGES OF JUPITER
FROM THE OPERATIONS OF JUPITER, THEY MADE, FOR PROLONGATION OF LIFE, AN IMAGE IN THE HOUR OF JUPITER, JUPITER BEING IN HIS EXALTATION FORTUNATELY ASCENDING, IN A CLEAR AND WHITE STONE; WHOSE FIGURE WAS A MAN CROWNED CLOTHED WITH GARMENTS OF A SAFFRON COLOR, RIDING UPON AN EAGLE OR DRAGON, HAVING IN HIS RIGHT HAND A DART, ABOUT, AS IT WERE, TO STRIKE IT INTO THE HEAD OF THE SAME EAGLE OR DRAGON. THEY MADE, ALSO, ANOTHER IMAGE OF JUPITER, AT THE SAME CONVENIENT SEASON, IN A WHITE AND CLEAR STONE, ESPECIALLY IN CRYSTAL; AND IT WAS A NAKED MAN CROWNED, HAVING BOTH HIS HANDS JOINED TOGETHER AND LIFTED UP, AS IT WERE, DEPRECATING SOMETHING SITTING IN A FOUR-FOOTED CHAIR, WHICH IS CARRIED BY FOUR WINGED BOYS; AND THEY AFFIRM THAT THIS IMAGE INCREASES FELICITY, RICHES, HONORS, AND CONFERS BENEVOLENCE AND PROSPERITY, AND FREES FROM ENEMIES. THEY MADE, ALSO, ANOTHER IMAGE OF JUPITER, FOR A RELIGIOUS AND GLORIOUS LIFE, AND ADVANCEMENT OF FORTUNE; WHOSE FIGURE WAS A MAN HAVING THE HEAD OF A LION OR A RAM, AND EAGLE'S FEET, AND CLOTHED IN SAFFRON COLORED CLOTHES.
CHAP. XXXVIII. OF THE IMAGES OF MARS
FROM THE OPERATIONS OF MARS, THEY MADE AN IMAGE IN THE HOUR OF MARS (MARS ASCENDING IN THE SECOND FACE OF ARIES), IN A MARTIAL STONE, ESPECIALLY IN A DIAMOND; THE FORM OF WHICH WAS A MAN ARMED, RIDING UPON A LION, HAVING IN HIS RIGHT HAND A NAKED SWORD ERECT, CARRYING IN HIS LEFT HAND THE HEAD OF A MAN. THEY REPORT THAT AN IMAGE OF THIS KIND RENDERS A MAN POWERFUL IN GOOD AND EVIL, SO THAT HE SHALL BE FEARED BY ALL; AND WHOEVER CARRIES IT, THEY GIVE HIM THE POWER OF ENCHANTMENT, SO THAT HE SHALL TERRIFY MEN BY HIS LOOKS WHEN HE IS ANGRY, AND STUPIFY THEM. THEY MADE ANOTHER IMAGE OF MARS, FOR OBTAINING BOLDNESS, COURAGE, AND GOOD FORTUNE, IN WARS AND CONTENTIONS; THE FORM OF WHICH WAS A SOLDIER, ARMED AND CROWNED, GIRT WITH A SWORD, CARRYING IN HIS RIGHT HAND A LONG LANCE; AND THEY MADE THIS AT THE HOUR OF MARS, THE FIRST FACE OF SCORPIO ASCENDING WITH IT.
CHAP. XXXIX. OF THE IMAGES OF THE SUN
FROM THE OPERATIONS OF THE SUN THEY MADE AN IMAGE AT THE HOUR OF THE SUN, THE FIRST FACE OF LEO ASCENDING WITH THE SUN; THE FORM OF WHICH WAS A KING CROWNED, SITTING IN A CHAIR, HAVING A RAVEN IN HIS BOSOM, AND UNDER HIS FEET A GLOBE: HE IS CLOTHED IN SAFFRON COLORED CLOTHES. THEY SAY THAT THIS IMAGE RENDERS MEN INVINCIBLE AND HONORABLE, AND HELPS TO BRING THEIR BUSINESS TO A GOOD END, AND TO DRIVE AWAY VAIN DREAMS; ALSO TO BE PREVALENT AGAINST FEVERS, AND THE PLAGUE; AND THEY MADE IT IN A BALANITE STONE, OR A RUBY, AT THE HOUR OF THE SUN, WHEN HE, IN HIS EXALTATION, FORTUNATELY ASCENDS. THEY MADE ANOTHER IMAGE OF THE SUN IN A DIAMOND, AT THE HOUR OF THE SUN ASCENDING IN HIS EXALTATION; THE FIGURE OF WHICH WAS A WOMAN CROWNED, WITH THE GESTURE OF ONE, DANCING AND LAUGHING, STANDING IN A CHARIOT DRAWN BY FOUR HORSES, HAVING IN HER RIGHT HAND A LOOKING-GLASS OR BUCKLER, IN THE LEFT A STAFF, LEANING ON HER BREAST, CARRYING A FLAME OF FIRE ON HER HEAD. THEY SAY THAT THIS IMAGE RENDERS A MAN FORTUNATE, AND RICH, AND BELOVED OF ALL; AND THEY MADE THIS IMAGE ON A CORNELIAN STONE, AT THE HOUR OF THE SUN ASCENDING IN THE FIRST FACE OF LEO, AGAINST LUNATIC PASSIONS, WHICH PROCEED FROM THE COMBUSTION OF THE MOON.
CHAP. XL. OF THE IMAGES OF VENUS
FROM THE OPERATIONS OF VENUS, THEY MADE AN IMAGE, WHICH WAS AVAILABLE FOR FAVOR AND BENEVOLENCE, AT THE VERY HOUR IT ASCENDED INTO PISCES; THE FORM OF WHICH WAS THE IMAGE OF A WOMAN, HAVING THE HEAD OF A BIRD, THE FEET OF AN EAGLE, AND HOLDING A DART IN HER HAND. THEY MADE ANOTHER IMAGE OF VENUS, TO OBTAIN THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF WOMEN, IN THE LAPIS LAZULI, AT THE HOUR OF VENUS, VENUS ASCENDING IN TAURUS; THE FIGURE OF WHICH WAS A NAKED MAID, WITH HER HAIR SPREAD ABROAD, HAVING A LOOKING-GLASS IN HER HAND, AND A CHAIN TIED ABOUT HER NECK--AND NEAR HER A HANDSOME YOUNG MAN, HOLDING HER WITH HIS LEFT HAND BY THE CHAIN, BUT WITH HIS RIGHT HAND DOING UP HER HAIR, AND BOTH LOOKING LOVINGLY ON ONE ANOTHER--AND ABOUT THEM IS A LITTLE WINGED BOY, HOLDING A SWORD OR DART. THEY MADE ANOTHER IMAGE OF VENUS, THE FIRST FACE OF TAURUS, LIBRA, OR PISCES, ASCENDING WITH VENUS; THE FIGURE OF WHICH WAS A LITTLE MAID, WITH HER HAIR SPREAD ABROAD, CLOTHED IN LONG AND WHITE GARMENTS, HOLDING A LAUREL APPLE, OR FLOWERS, IN HER RIGHT HAND, IN HER LEFT A COMB: IT IS SAID TO MAKE MEN PLEASANT, JOCUND, STRONG, CHEERFUL, AND TO GIVE BEAUTY.
CHAP. XLI. OF THE IMAGES OF MERCURY
FROM THE OPERATIONS OF MERCURY, THEY MADE AN IMAGE OF MERCURY, MERCURY ASCENDING IN GEMINI; THE FORM OF WHICH WAS A HANDSOME YOUNG MAN, BEARDED, HAVING IN HIS LEFT HAND A ROD, ROUND WHICH A SERPENT WAS ENTWINED--IN THE RIGHT HE CARRIED A DART; HAVING HIS FEET WINGED. THEY SAY THAT THIS IMAGE CONFERS KNOWLEDGE, ELOQUENCE, DILIGENCE IN MERCHANDISE, AND GAIN; MOREOVER, TO OBTAIN PEACE AND CONCORD, AND CURE FEVERS. THEY MADE ANOTHER IMAGE OF MERCURY, ASCENDING IN VIRGO, FOR GOOD WILL, WIT, AND MEMORY; THE FORM OF WHICH WAS A MAN SITTING UPON A CHAIR, OR RIDING ON A PEACOCK, HAVING EAGLE'S FEET, AND ON HIS HEAD A CREST, AND IN HIS LEFT HAND HOLDING A COCK OF FIRE.
CHAP. XLII. OF THE IMAGES OF THE MOON
FROM THE OPERATIONS OF THE MOON THEY MADE AN IMAGE FOR TRAVELERS AGAINST WEARINESS, AT THE HOUR OF THE MOON, THE MOON ASCENDING IN ITS EXALTATION; THE FIGURE OF WHICH WAS A MAN LEANING ON A STAFF, HAVING A BIRD ON HIS HEAD, AND A FLOURISHING TREE BEFORE HIM. THEY MADE ANOTHER IMAGE OF THE MOON FOR THE INCREASE OF THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH, AND AGAINST POISONS, AND INFIRMITIES OF CHILDREN, AT THE HOUR OF THE MOON, IT ASCENDING IN THE FIRST FACE OF CANCER; THE FIGURE OF WHICH WAS A WOMAN CORNUTED, RIDING ON A BULL, OR A DRAGON WITH SEVEN HEADS OR A CRAB, AND SHE HATH IN HER RIGHT HAND A DART, IN HER LEFT A LOOKING GLASS, CLOTHED WITH WHITE OR GREEN, AND HAVING ON HER HEAD TWO SERPENTS WITH HORNS TWINED TOGETHER, AND TO EACH ARM A SERPENT TWINED ABOUT, AND TO EACH FOOT ONE IN LIKE MANNER. AND THUS, MUCH SPOKEN CONCERNING THE FIGURES OF THE PLANETS, MAY SUFFICE.
CHAP. XLIII. OF THE IMAGES OF THE HEAD AND TAIL OF THE DRAGON OF THE MOON
THEY MADE, ALSO, THE IMAGE OF THE HEAD. AND TAIL OF THE DRAGON OF THE MOON, NAMELY, BETWEEN AN AERIAL AND FIERY CIRCLE, THE LIKENESS OF A SERPENT, WITH THE HEAD OF A HAWK, TIED ABOUT THEM AFTER THE MANNER OF THE GREAT LETTER THETA; THEY MADE IT WHEN JUPITER, WITH THE HEAD, OBTAINED THE MID HEAVEN; WHICH IMAGE THEY AFFIRM TO AVAIL MUCH FOR THE SUCCESS OF PETITIONS, AND WOULD SIGNIFY BY THIS IMAGE A GOOD AND FORTUNATE GENIUS, WHICH THEY WOULD REPRESENT BY THIS IMAGE OF THE SERPENT; FOR THE EGYPTIANS AND PHOENICIANS DO EXTOL THIS CREATURE ABOVE ALL OTHERS, AND SAY IT IS A DIVINE CREATURE, AND HATH A DIVINE NATURE; FOR IN THIS IS A MORE ACUTE SPIRIT, AND A GREATER FIRE THAN IN ANY OTHER, WHICH THING IS MANIFEST BOTH BY HIS SWIFT MOTION WITHOUT FEET, HANDS, OR ANY OTHER INSTRUMENTS; AND ALSO THAT IT OFTEN RENEWS ITS AGE WITH HIS SKIN, AND BECOMES YOUNG AGAIN; BUT THEY MADE THE IMAGE OF THE TAIL LIKE AS WHEN THE MOON WAS ECLIPSED IN THE TAIL, OR ILL AFFECTED BY SATURN OR MARS, AND THEY MADE IT TO INTRODUCE ANGUISH, INFIRMITY, AND MISFORTUNE: WE CALL IT AN EVIL GENIUS.
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THE TALISMAN OF THE DRAGON'S HEAD
CHAP. XLIV. OF THE IMAGES OF THE MANSIONS OF THE MOON
THEY MADE, ALSO, IMAGES FOR EVERY MANSION OF THE MOON AS FOLLOWS: IN THE FIRST, FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF SOME ONE, THEY MADE, IN AN IRON RING, THE IMAGE OF A BLACK MAN, IN A GARMENT OF HAIR, AND GIRDLED ROUND, CASTING A SMALL LANCE WITH HIS RIGHT HAND: THEY SEALED THIS IN BLACK WAX, AND PERFUMED IT WITH LIQUID STORAX, AND WISHED SOME EVIL TO COME. IN THE SECOND, AGAINST THE WRATH OF THE PRINCE, AND FOR RECONCILIATION WITH HIM, THEY SEALED, IN WHITE WAX AND MASTICH, THE IMAGE OF A KING CROWNED, AND PERFUMED IT WITH LIGNUM ALOES. IN THE THIRD, THEY MADE AN IMAGE IN A SILVER RING, WHOSE TABLE WAS SQUARE; THE FIGURE OF WHICH WAS A WOMAN, WELL CLOTHED, SITTING IN A CHAIR, HER RIGHT HAND BEING LIFTED UP ON HER HEAD; THEY SEALED IT, AND PERFUMED IT WITH MUSK, CAMPHIRE, AND CALAMUS AROMATICUS. THEY AFFIRMED THAT THIS GIVES HAPPY FORTUNE, AND EVERY GOOD THING. IN THE FOURTH, FOR REVENGE, SEPARATION, ENMITY, AND ILL-WILL, THEY SEALED, IN RED WAX, THE IMAGE OF A SOLDIER SITTING ON A HORSE, HOLDING A SERPENT IN HIS RIGHT HAND: THEY PERFUMED IT WITH RED MYRRH AND STORAX. IN THE FIFTH, FOR THE FAVOR OF KINGS AND OFFICERS, AND GOOD ENTERTAINMENT, THEY SEALED, IN SILVER, THE HEAD OF A MAN, AND PERFUMED IT WITH RED SANDERS. IN THE SIXTH, TO PROCURE LOVE BETWEEN TWO, THEY SEALED, IN WHITE WAX, TWO IMAGES, EMBRACING ONE ANOTHER, AND PERFUMED THEM WITH LIGNUM ALOES AND AMBER. IN THE SEVENTH, TO OBTAIN EVERY GOOD THING, THEY SCALED, IN SILVER, THE IMAGE OF A MAN, WELL CLOTHED, HOLDING UP HIS HANDS TO HEAVEN, AS IT WERE, PRAYING AND SUPPLICATING, AND PERFUMED IT WITH GOOD ODORS. IN THE EIGHTH, FOR VICTORY IN WAR, THEY MADE A SEAL IN TIN, BEING AN IMAGE OF AN EAGLE [ROME & USA SYMBOLS], HAVING THE FACE OF A MAN, AND PERFUMED IT WITH BRIMSTONE. IN THE NINTH, TO CAUSE INFIRMITIES, THEY MADE A SEAL OF LEAD, BEING THE IMAGE OF A MAN WANTING HIS PRIVY PARTS, COVERING HIS EYES WITH HIS HANDS; AND THEY PERFUMED IT WITH ROSIN OF THE PINE. IN THE TENTH, TO FACILITATE CHILD BEARING, AND TO CURE THE SICK, THEY MADE A SEAL OF GOLD, BEING THE HEAD OF A LION, AND PERFUMED IT WITH AMBER. IN THE ELEVENTH, FOR FEAR, REVERENCE, AND WORSHIP, THEY MADE A SEAL OF A PLATE OF GOLD, BEING THE IMAGE OF A MAN RIDING ON A LION, HOLDING THE EAR THEREOF IN HIS LEFT HAND, AND IN HIS RIGHT HOLDING FORTH A BRACELET OF GOLD; AND THEY PERFUMED IT WITH GOOD ODORS AND SAFFRON. IN THE TWELFTH, FOR THE SEPARATION OF [SEXUAL] LOVERS, THEY MADE A SEAL OF BLACK LEAD, BEING THE IMAGE OF A DRAGON FIGHTING WITH A MAN; AND THEY PERFUMED IT WITH THE HAIRS OF A LION, AND ASSAFOETIDA. IN THE THIRTEENTH, FOR THE AGREEMENT OF MARRIED PEOPLE, AND FOR DISSOLVING OF ALL THE CHARMS AGAINST [SEXUAL] COPULATION, THEY MADE A SEAL OF THE IMAGES OF BOTH (OF THE MAN IN RED WAX, AND THE WOMAN IN WHITE), AND CAUSED THEM TO EMBRACE ONE ANOTHER; PERFUMING IT WITH LIGNUM ALOES AND AMBER. IN THE FOURTEENTH, FOR DIVORCE AND SEPARATION OF THE MAN FROM THE WOMAN, THEY MADE A SEAL OF RED COPPER, BEING THE IMAGE OF A DOG. BITING HIS TAIL; AND THEY PERFUMED IT WITH THE HAIR OF A BLACK DOG AND A BLACK CAT. IN THE FIFTEENTH, TO OBTAIN FRIENDSHIP AND GOOD WILL, THEY MADE THE IMAGE OF A MAN SITTING, AND INDITING LETTERS, AND PERFUMED IT WITH FRANKINCENSE AND NUTMEGS. IN THE SIXTEENTH, FOR GAINING MUCH MERCHANDISING, THEY MADE A SEAL OF SILVER, BEING THE IMAGE OF A MAN, SITTING ON A CHAIR, HOLDING A BALANCE IN HIS HAND; AND THEY PERFUMED IT WITH WELL SMELLING SPICES. IN THE SEVENTEENTH, AGAINST THIEVES AND ROBBERS, THEY SEALED WITH AN IRON SEAL THE IMAGE OF AN APE, AND PERFUMED IT WITH THE AIR OF AN APE. IN THE EIGHTEENTH, AGAINST FEVERS AND PAINS OF THE BELLY, THEY MADE A SEAL OF COPPER, BEING THE IMAGE OF A SNAKE WITH HIS TAIL ABOVE HIS HEAD; AND THEY PERFUMED IT WITH HARTSHORN; AND SAID THIS SAME SEAL PUT TO FLIGHT SERPENTS, AND ALL VENOMOUS CREATURES, FROM THE PLACE WHERE IT IS BURIED. IN THE NINETEENTH, FOR FACILITATING BIRTH, AND PROVOKING THE MENSTRUES, THEY MADE A SEAL OF COPPER, BEING THE IMAGE OF A WOMAN HOLDING HER HANDS UPON HER FACE; AND THEY PERFUMED IT WITH LIQUID STORAX. IN THE TWENTIETH, FOR HUNTING, THEY MADE A SEAL OF TIN, BEING THE IMAGE OF SAGITTARY, HALF A MAN AND HALF A HORSE; AND THEY PERFUMED IT WITH THE HEAD OF A WOLF. IN THE TWENTY-FIRST, FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF SOME BODY, THEY MADE THE IMAGE OF A MAN, WITH A DOUBLE COUNTENANCE BEFORE AND BEHIND; AND THEY PERFUMED IT WITH BRIMSTONE AND JET, AND PUT IT IN A BOX OF BRASS, AND WITH IT, BRIMSTONE AND JET, AND THE HAIR OF HIM WHOM THEY WOULD HURT. IN THE TWENTY-SECOND, FOR THE SECURITY OF RUNAWAYS, THEY MADE A SEAL OF IRON, BEING THE IMAGE OF A MAN, WITH WINGS ON HIS FEET, BEARING A HELMET ON HIS HEAD; AND THEY PERFUMED IT WITH ARGENT VIVE. IN THE TWENTY-THIRD, FOR DESTRUCTION AND WASTING, THEY MADE A SEAL OF IRON, BEING THE IMAGE OF A CAT, HAVING A DOG'S HEAD; AND THEY PERFUMED IT WITH DOG'S HAIR TAKEN FROM THE HEAD, AND BURIED IT IN THE PLACE WHERE THEY INTENDED THE HURT. IN THE TWENTY-FOURTH, FOR MULTIPLYING HERDS OF CATTLE, THEY TOOK THE HORN OF A RAM, BULL, OR GOAT, OR OF THAT SORT OF CATTLE THEY WOULD INCREASE, AND SEALED IN IT, BURNING, WITH AN IRON SEAL, THE IMAGE OF A WOMAN GIVING SUCK TO HER SON; AND THEY HANGED IT ON THE NECK OF THAT CATTLE WHO WAS THE LEADER OF THE FLOCK, OR THEY SEALED IT IN HIS HORN. IN THE TWENTY-FIFTH, FOR THE PRESERVATION OF TREES AND HARVEST, THEY SEALED, IN THE WOOD OF A FIG TREE, THE IMAGE OF A MAN PLANTING AND THEY PERFUMED IT WITH THE FLOWERS OF THE FIG TREE, AND HUNG IT ON THE TREE. IN THE TWENTY-SIXTH, FOR [SEXLESS] LOVE AND FAVOR, THEY SEALED, IN WHITE WAX AND MASTICH, THE FIGURE OF A WOMAN WASHING AND COMBING HER HAIR; AND THEY PERFUMED IT WITH GOOD ODORS. IN THE TWENTY-SEVENTH, TO DESTROY FOUNTAINS, PITS, MEDICINAL WATERS, AND BATHS, THEY MADE, OF RED EARTH, THE IMAGE OF A MAN WINGED, HOLDING IN HIS HAND AN EMPTY VESSEL, AND PERFORATED; AND THE IMAGE BEING BURNT, THEY PUT IN THE VESSEL ASSAFOETIDA AND LIQUID STORAX, AND THEY BURIED IT IN THE POND OR FOUNTAIN WHICH THEY WOULD DESTROY. IN THE TWENTY-EIGHTH, FOR GETTING FISH TOGETHER, THEY MADE A SEAL OF COPPER, BEING THE IMAGE OF A FISH; AND THEY PERFUMED IT WITH THE SKIN OF A SEA FISH, AND CAST IT INTO THE WATER WHERE THEY WOULD HAVE THE FISH GATHERED. MOREOVER, TOGETHER WITH THE AFORESAID IMAGES, THEY WROTE DOWN ALSO THE NAMES OF THE SPIRITS, AND THEIR CHARACTERS, AND INVOKED AND PRAYED FOR THOSE THINGS WHICH THEY PRETENDED TO OBTAIN.
CHAP. XLV. THAT HUMAN IMPRECATIONS NATURALLY IMPRESS THEIR POWERS UPON EXTERNAL THINGS--AND HOW MAN'S MIND, THROUGH A DEGREE OF DEPENDENCIES, ASCENDS INTO THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD, AND BECOMES LIKE TO THE MORE SUBLIME SPIRITS AND INTELLIGENCES
THE CELESTIAL SOULS SEND FORTH THEIR VIRTUES TO THE CELESTIAL BODIES, WHICH TRANSMIT THEM TO THIS SENSIBLE WORLD; FOR THE VIRTUES OF THE TERRENE ORB PROCEED FROM NO OTHER CAUSE THAN CELESTIAL. HENCE THE MAGICIAN, THAT WILL WORK BY THEM, USES A CUNNING INVOCATION OF THE SUPERIORS, WITH MYSTERIOUS WORDS AND A CERTAIN KIND OF INGENIOUS SPEECH, DRAWING THE ONE TO THE OTHER; YET BY A NATURAL FORCE, THROUGH A CERTAIN MUTUAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THEM, WHEREBY THINGS FOLLOW OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, OR SOMETIMES ARE DRAWN UNWILLINGLY. HENCE SAYS ARISTOTLE, IN HIS SIXTH BOOK OF HIS MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHY, "THAT WHEN ANY ONE, BY BINDING OR BEWITCHING, CALLS UPON THE SUN OR OTHER STARS, PRAYING THEM TO ASSIST THE WORK DESIRED, THE SUN AND OTHER STARS DO NOT HEAR HIS WORDS; BUT ARE MOVED, AFTER A CERTAIN MANNER, BY A CERTAIN CONJUNCTION AND MUTUAL SERIES, WHEREBY THE PARTS OF THE WORLD ARE MUTUALLY SUBORDINATE THE ONE TO THE OTHER, AND HAVE A MUTUAL CONSENT, BY REASON OF THEIR GREAT UNION: AS IN A MAN'S BODY, ONE MEMBER IS MOVED BY PERCEIVING THE MOTION OF ANOTHER; AND IN A HARP, ONE STRING IS MOVED BY THE MOTION OF ANOTHER. SO, WHEN ANY ONE MOVES ANY PART OF THE WORLD, OTHER PARTS ARE MOVED BY THE PERCEIVING OF THAT MOTION." THE KNOWLEDGE, THEREFORE, OF THE DEPENDENCY OF THINGS FOLLOWING ONE THE OTHER, IS THE FOUNDATION OF ALL WONDERFUL OPERATION, WHICH IS NECESSARILY REQUIRED TO THE EXERCISING THE POWER OF ATTRACTING SUPERIOR VIRTUES. NOW THE WORDS OF MEN ARE CERTAIN NATURAL THINGS; AND BECAUSE THE PARTS OF THE WORLD MUTUALLY DRAW ONE THE OTHER; THEREFORE A MAGICIAN INVOCATING BY WORDS, WORKS BY POWERS FITTED TO NATURE, BY LEADING SOME BY THE LOVE OF ONE TO THE OTHER; OR DRAWING OTHERS, BY REASON OF THE ONE FOLLOWING AFTER THE OTHER; OR BY REPELLING, BY REASON OF THE ENMITY OF ONE TO THE OTHER, FROM THE CONTRARIETY AND DIFFERENCE OF THINGS, AND MULTITUDE OF VIRTUES; WHICH, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE CONTRARY AND DIFFERENT, YET PERFECT ONE PART. SOMETIMES, ALSO, HE COMPELS THINGS BY WAY OF AUTHORITY, BY THE CELESTIAL VIRTUE, BECAUSE HE IS NOT A STRANGER TO THE HEAVENS. A MAN, THEREFORE, IF HE RECEIVES THE IMPRESSION OF A LIGATION, OR FASCINATION, DOTH NOT RECEIVE IT ACCORDING TO THE RATIONAL SOUL, BUT SENSUAL; AND IF HE SUFFERS IN ANY PART, HE SUFFERS ACCORDING TO THE ANIMAL PART; FOR THEY CANNOT DRAW A KNOWING AND INTELLIGENT MAN BY REASON, BUT BY RECEIVING THAT IMPRESSION AND FORCE BY SENSE; INASMUCH AS THE ANIMAL SPIRIT OF MAN IS, BY THE INFLUENCE OF THE CELESTIALS, AND CO-OPERATION OF THE THINGS OF THE WORLD, AFFECTED BEYOND HIS FORMER AND NATURAL DISPOSITION. AS THE SON MOVES THE FATHER TO LABOR, ALTHOUGH UNWILLING, TO KEEP AND MAINTAIN HIM, ALTHOUGH HE BE WEARIED; AND THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE TO RULE, IS MOVED BY ANGER AND OTHER LABORS TO GET THE DOMINION; AND THE INDIGENCY OF NATURE, AND FEAR OF POVERTY, MOVES A MAN TO [SEXUALLY] DESIRE RICHES; AND THE ORNAMENTS AND BEAUTY OF WOMEN, IS AN INCITEMENT TO CONCUPISCENCE; AND THE HARMONY OF A WISE MUSICIAN MOVES HIS HEARERS WITH VARIOUS [SEXLESS] PASSIONS, WHEREOF SOME DO VOLUNTARY FOLLOW THE CONSONANCY OF ART, OTHERS CONFORM THEMSELVES BY GESTURE, ALTHOUGH UNWILLING, BECAUSE THEIR SENSE IS CAPTIVATED, THEIR REASON NOT BEING INTENT TO THESE THINGS. HENCE, THEY FALL INTO [SEXUAL] ERRORS [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32], WHO THINK THOSE THINGS TO BE ABOVE NATURE, OR CONTRARY TO NATURE--WHICH INDEED ARE BY NATURE, AND ACCORDING TO NATURE. WE MUST KNOW, THEREFORE, THAT EVERY SUPERIOR MOVES ITS NEXT INFERIOR, IN ITS DEGREE AND ORDER, NOT ONLY IN BODIES, BUT ALSO IN SPIRITS: SO THE UNIVERSAL SOUL MOVES THE PARTICULAR SOUL; THE RATIONAL ACTS UPON THE SENSUAL, AND THAT UPON THE VEGETABLE; AND EVERY PART OF THE WORLD ACTS UPON ANOTHER, AND EVERY PART IS APT TO BE MOVED BY ANOTHER. AND EVERY PART OF THIS INFERIOR WORLD SUFFERS FROM THE HEAVENS, ACCORDING TO THEIR [SEXUAL] NATURE AND APTITUDE, AS ONE PART OF THE ANIMAL BODY SUFFERS FOR ANOTHER. AND THE SUPERIOR INTELLECTUAL WORLD MOVES ALL THINGS BELOW ITSELF; AND, AFTER A MANNER, CONTAINS ALL THE SAME BEINGS, FROM THE FIRST TO THE LAST, WHICH ARE IN THE INFERIOR WORLD. CELESTIAL BODIES, THEREFORE, MOVE THE BODIES OF THE ELEMENTARY WORLD, COMPOUNDED, GENERABLE, SENSIBLE (FROM THE CIRCUMFERENCE TO THE CENTER), BY SUPERIOR, PERPETUAL, AND SPIRITUAL ESSENCES, DEPENDING ON THE PRIMARY INTELLECT, WHICH IS THE ACTING INTELLECT; BUT UPON THE VIRTUE PUT IN BY THE WORD OF GOD; WHICH WORD THE WISE CHALDEANS OF BABYLON CALL, THE CAUSE OF CAUSES; BECAUSE FROM IT ARE PRODUCED ALL BEINGS: THE ACTING INTELLECT, WHICH IS THE SECOND, FROM IT DEPENDS; AND THAT BY REASON OF THE UNION OF THE WORD WITH THE FIRST AUTHOR, FROM WHOM ALL THINGS BEING ARE TRULY PRODUCED: THE WORD, THEREFORE, IS THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD--THE ACTING INTELLECT, THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE WORD--THE SOUL IS THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THIS INTELLECT--AND OUR WORD IS THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF THE SOUL, BY WHICH IT ACTS UPON NATURAL THINGS NATURALLY, BECAUSE NATURE IS THE WORK THEREOF. AND EVERY ONE OF THOSE PERFECTS HIS SUBSEQUENT: AS A FATHER HIS SON; AND NONE OF THE LATTER EXISTS WITHOUT THE FORMER; FOR THEY ARE DEPENDING AMONG THEMSELVES BY A KIND OF ORDINATE DEPENDENCY--SO THAT WHEN THE LATTER IS [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, IT IS RETURNED INTO THAT WHICH WAS NEXT BEFORE IT, UNTIL IT COME TO THE HEAVENS; THEN TO THE UNIVERSAL SOUL; AND, LASTLY, INTO THE ACTING INTELLECT, BY WHICH ALL OTHER CREATURES EXIST; AND ITSELF EXISTS IN THE PRINCIPAL AUTHOR, WHICH IS THE CREATING WORD OF GOD, TO WHICH, AT LENGTH, ALL THINGS ARE RETURNED. OUR SOUL, THEREFORE, IF IT WILL WORK ANY WONDERFUL THING IN THESE INFERIORS, MUST HAVE RESPECT TO THEIR BEGINNING, THAT IT MAY BE STRENGTHENED AND ILLUSTRATED BY THAT, AND RECEIVE POWER OF ACTING THROUGH EACH DEGREE, FROM THE VERY FIRST AUTHOR. THEREFORE WE MUST BE MORE DILIGENT IN CONTEMPLATING THE SOULS OF THE STARS--THEN THEIR BODIES, AND THE SUPER-CELESTIAL AND INTELLECTUAL WORLD--THEN THE CELESTIAL, CORPOREAL, BECAUSE THAT IS MORE NOBLE; ALTHOUGH, ALSO, THIS BE EXCELLENT, AND THE WAY TO THAT, AND WITHOUT WHICH MEDIUM THE INFLUENCE OF THE SUPERIOR CANNOT BE ATTAINED TO. AS FOR EXAMPLE: THE SUN IS THE KING OF STARS, MOST FULL OF LIGHT; BUT RECEIVES IT FROM THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD, ABOVE ALL OTHER STARS, BECAUSE THE SOUL THEREOF IS MORE CAPABLE OF INTELLIGIBLE SPLENDOR. WHEREFORE HE THAT DESIRES TO ATTRACT THE INFLUENCE OF THE SUN, MUST CONTEMPLATE UPON THE SUN; NOT ONLY BY THE SPECULATION OF THE EXTERIOR LIGHT, BUT ALSO OF THE INTERIOR. AND NO MAN CAN DO THIS, UNLESS HE RETURN TO THE SOUL OF THE SUN, AND BECOME LIKE TO IT, AND COMPREHEND THE INTELLIGIBLE LIGHT THEREOF WITH AN INTELLECTUAL SIGHT, AS THE SENSIBLE LIGHT WITH THE CORPOREAL EYE; FOR THIS MAN SHALL BE FILLED WITH THE LIGHT THEREOF, AND THE LIGHT WHEREOF, WHICH IS AN UNDER TYPE IMPRESSED BY THE SUPERNAL ORB, IT RECEIVES INTO ITSELF; WITH THE ILLUSTRATION WHEREOF HIS INTELLECT BEING ENDOWED, AND TRULY LIKE TO IT, AND BEING ASSISTED BY IT, SHALL AT LENGTH ATTAIN TO THAT SUPREME BRIGHTNESS, AND TO ALL FORMS THAT PARTAKE THEREOF; AND WHEN HE HATH RECEIVED THE LIGHT OF THE SUPREME DEGREE, THEN HIS SOUL SHALL COME TO PERFECTION, AND BE MADE LIKE TO SPIRITS OF THE SUN, AND SHALL ATTAIN TO THE VIRTUES AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE SUPERNATURAL VIRTUE, AND SHALL ENJOY THE POWER OF THEM, IF HE HAS OBTAINED FAITH IN THE FIRST AUTHOR. IN THE FIRST PLACE, THEREFORE, WE MUST IMPLORE ASSISTANCE FROM THE FIRST AUTHOR; AND PRAYING, NOT ONLY WITH MOUTH, BUT A RELIGIOUS GESTURE AND SUPPLICANT SOUL, ALSO ABUNDANTLY, INCESSANTLY, AND SINCERELY, THAT HE WOULD ENLIGHTEN OUR MIND, AND REMOVE DARKNESS, GROWING UPON OUR SOULS BY REASON OF OUR BODIES.
CHAP. XLVI. THE CONCLUSION OF THE CONSTELLATORY PRACTICE, OR TALISMANIC MAGIC; IN WHICH IS INCLUDED THE KEY OF ALL THAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN UPON THIS SUBJECT; SHEWING THE PRACTICE OF IMAGES, &C. BY WAY OF EXAMPLE, AND LIKEWISE THE NECESSARY OBSERVATIONS OF THE CELESTIALS, TOWARDS THE PERFECTION OF TALISMANICAL OPERATIONS
[bookmark: img_pl06]WE WILL NOW SHEW THEE THE OBSERVATIONS OF CELESTIAL BODIES, WHICH ARE REQUIRED FOR THE PRACTICE OF THESE THINGS, WHICH ARE BRIEFLY AS FOLLOW: TO MAKE ANY ONE FORTUNATE, WE MAKE AN IMAGE AT THAT TIME IN WHICH THE SIGNIFICATOR OF LIFE, THE GIVER OF LIFE, OR HYLECH, THE SIGNS AND PLANETS, ARE FORTUNATE: LET THE ASCENDANT AND MID-HEAVEN, AND THE LORDS THEREOF, BE FORTUNATE; AND ALSO THE PLACE OF THE SUN AND MOON; PART OF FORTUNE AND LORD OF CONJUNCTION OR PREVENTION, MAKE BEFORE THEIR NATIVITY, BY DEPRESSING THE MALIGNANT PLANETS, TAKING THE TIMES WHEN THEY ARE DEPRESSED. BUT IF WE WOULD MAKE AN IMAGE TO PROCURE MISERY, WE MUST DO CONTRARY TO THIS; AND THOSE WHICH WE BEFORE PLACED FORTUNATE, WE MUST NOW MAKE UNFORTUNATE, BY TAKING THE MALIGNANT STARS WHEN THEY RULE. AND THE SAME MEANS WE MUST TAKE TO MAKE ANY PLACE, REGION, CITY, OR HOUSE UNFORTUNATE. BUT IF YOU WOULD MAKE ANY ONE UNFORTUNATE WHO HATH INJURED YOU, LET THERE BE AN IMAGE MADE UNDER THE ASCENSION OF THAT MAN WHOM THOU WOULDST MAKE UNFORTUNATE; AND THOU SHALT TAKE, WHEN UNFORTUNATE, THE LORD OF THE HOUSE OF HIS LIFE, THE LORD OF THE ASCENDANT AND THE MOON, THE LORD OF THE HOUSE OF THE MOON, THE LORD OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD ASCENDING, AND THE TENTH HOUSE AND THE LORD THEREOF NOW, FOR THE BUILDING, SUCCESS, OR FITTING OF ANY PLACE, PLACE FORTUNES IN THE ASCENDANT THEREOF; AND IN THE FIRST AND TENTH, THE SECOND AND EIGHTH HOUSE, THOU SHALT MAKE THE LORD OF THE ASCENDANT, AND THE LORD OF THE HOUSE OF THE MOON, FORTUNATE. BUT TO CHASE AWAY CERTAIN ANIMALS (FROM ANY PLACE) THAT ARE NOXIOUS TO THEE, THAT THEY MAY NOT GENERATE OR ABIDE THERE, MAKE AN IMAGE UNDER THE ASCENSION OF THAT ANIMAL WHICH THOU WOULDST CHASE AWAY OR DESTROY, AND AFTER THE LIKENESS THEREOF; FOR INSTANCE, NOW, SUPPOSE THOU WOULDST WISH TO CHASE AWAY SCORPIONS FROM ANY PLACE: LET AN IMAGE OF A SCORPION BE MADE, THE SIGN [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] SCORPIO ASCENDING WITH THE MOON; THEN THOU SHALT MAKE UNFORTUNATE THE ASCENDANT, AND THE LORD THEREOF, AND THE LORD OF THE HOUSE OF MARS; AND THOU SHALT MAKE UNFORTUNATE THE LORD OF THE ASCENDANT IN THE EIGHTH HOUSE; AND LET THEM BE JOINED WITH AN ASPECT MALIGNANT, AS OPPOSITE OR SQUARE, AND WRITE UPON THE IMAGE THE NAME OF THE ASCENDANT, AND OF THE LORD THEREOF, AND THE MOON, THE LORD OF THE DAY AND HOUR; AND LET THERE BE A PIT MADE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE PLACE FROM WHICH THOU WOULDST DRIVE THEM, AND PUT INTO IT SOME EARTH TAKEN OUT OF THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE SAME PLACE, THEN BURY THE IMAGE THERE, WITH THE HEAD DOWNWARDS, SAYING "THIS IS THE BURYING OF THE SCORPIONS, THAT THEY MAY BE FORCED TO LEAVE, AND COME NO MORE INTO THIS PLACE."--AND SO DO BY THE REST. NOW FOR GAIN, MAKE AN IMAGE UNDER THE ASCENDANT OF THAT MAN TO WHOM THOU WOULDST APPOINT THE GAIN; AND THOU SHALT MAKE THE LORD OF THE SECOND HOUSE, WHICH IS THE HOUSE OF SUBSTANCE, TO BE JOINED WITH THE LORD OF THE ASCENDANT, IN A TRINE OR SEXTILE ASPECT, AND LET THERE BE A RECEPTION AMONGST THEM; THOU SHALT MAKE FORTUNATE THE ELEVENTH, AND THE LORD THEREOF, AND THE EIGHTH; AND, IF THOU CANST, PUT PART OF FORTUNE IN THE ASCENDANT OR SECOND; AND LET THE IMAGE BE BURIED IN THAT PLACE, OR FROM THAT PLACE, TO WHICH THOU WOULDST APPOINT THE GAIN OR FORTUNE. LIKEWISE, FOR AGREEMENT OR [SEXLESS] LOVE, LET BE MADE AN IMAGE IN THE DAY OF JUPITER, UNDER THE ASCENDANT OF THE NATIVITY OF HIM WHOM YOU WOULD WISH TO BE BELOVED; MAKE FORTUNATE THE ASCENDANT AND THE TENTH, AND HIDE THE EVIL FROM THE ASCENDANT; AND YOU MUST HAVE THE LORDS OF THE TENTH, AND PLANETS OF THE ELEVENTH, FORTUNATE, JOINED TO THE LORD OF THE ASCENDANT, FROM THE TRINE OR SEXTILE, WITH RECEPTION; THEN PROCEED TO MAKE ANOTHER IMAGE, FOR HIM WHOM THOU WOULDST STIR UP TO [SEXLESS] LOVE; WHETHER IT BE A FRIEND, OR FEMALE, OR BROTHER, OR RELATION, OR COMPANION OF HIM WHOM THOU WOULDST HAVE FAVORED OR BELOVED, IF SO, MAKE AN IMAGE UNDER THE ASCENSION OF THE ELEVENTH HOUSE FROM THE ASCENDANT OF THE FIRST IMAGE; BUT IF THE PARTY BE A WIFE, OR A HUSBAND, LET IT BE MADE UNDER THE ASCENSION OF THE SEVENTH; IF A BROTHER, SISTER, OR COUSIN, UNDER THE ASCENSION OF THE THIRD HOUSE; IF A MOTHER, OF THE TENTH, AND SO ON: NOW LET THE SIGNIFICATOR OF THE ASCENDANT OF THE SECOND IMAGE BE JOINED TO THE SIGNIFICATOR OF THE ASCENDANT OF THE FIRST, AND LET THERE BE BETWEEN THEM A RECEPTION, AND LET THE REST BE FORTUNATE, AS IN THE FIRST IMAGE; AFTERWARDS JOIN BOTH THE IMAGES TOGETHER IN A MUTUAL EMBRACE, OR PUT THE FACE OF THE SECOND TO THE BACK OF THE FIRST, AND LET THEM BE WRAPPED UP IN SILK, AND CAST AWAY OR SPOILED. ALSO, FOR THE SUCCESS OF PETITIONS, AND OBTAINING OF A THING DENIED, OR TAKEN, OR POSSESSED BY ANOTHER, MAKE AN IMAGE UNDER THE ASCENDANT OF HIM WHO PETITIONS FOR THE THING; AND CAUSE THE LORD OF THE SECOND HOUSE TO BE JOINED WITH THE LORD OF THE ASCENDANT, FROM A TRINE OR SEXTILE ASPECT, AND LET THERE BE A RECEPTION BETWIXT THEM; AND, IF IT CAN BE SO, LET THE LORD OF THE SECOND BE IN THE OBEYING SIGNS, AND THE LORD OF ASCENDANT IN THE RULING: MAKE FORTUNATE THE ASCENDANT AND THE LORD THEREOF; AND BEWARE THAT THE LORD OF THE ASCENDANT BE NOT RETROGRADE, OR COMBUST, OR CADENT, OR IN THE HOUSE OF OPPOSITION, IN THE SEVENTH FROM HIS OWN HOUSE; LET HIM NOT BE HINDERED BY THE MALIGNANT PLANETS, BUT LET HIM BE STRONG AND IN AN ANGLE; THOU SHALT MAKE FORTUNATE THE ASCENDANT, AND THE LORD OF THE SECOND, AND THE MOON: AND MAKE ANOTHER IMAGE FOR HIM THAT IS PETITIONED TO, AND BEGIN IT UNDER THE ASCENDANT BELONGING TO HIM: AS IF HE IS A KING, OR PRINCE, BEGIN IT UNDER THE ASCENDANT OF THE TENTH HOUSE FROM THE ASCENDANT OF THE FIRST IMAGE; IF A FATHER, UNDER THE FOURTH, IF A SON, UNDER THE FIFTH, AND SO OF THE LIKE; THEN PUT THE SIGNIFICATOR OF THE SECOND IMAGE, JOINED WITH THE LORD OF THE ASCENDANT OF THE FIRST IMAGE FROM A TRINE OR SEXTILE, AND LET HIM RECEIVE IT; AND PUT THEM BOTH STRONG AND FORTUNATE, WITHOUT ANY HINDERANCE; MAKE ALL EVIL FALL FROM THEM; THOU SHALT MAKE FORTUNATE THE TENTH AND THE FOURTH, IF THOU CANST, OR ANY OF THEM; AND WHEN THE SECOND IMAGE SHALL BE PERFECT, JOIN IT WITH THE FIRST, FACE TO FACE, AND WRAP THEM IN CLEAN LINEN, AND BURY THEM IN THE MIDDLE OF HIS HOUSE WHO IS THE PETITIONER, UNDER A FORTUNATE SIGNIFICATOR, THE FORTUNE BEING STRONG; AND LET THE FACE OF THE FIRST IMAGE BE TOWARDS THE NORTH, OR RATHER TOWARDS THAT PLACE WHERE THE THING PETITIONED FOR DOTH REMAIN; OR, IF IT HAPPENS THAT THE PETITIONER GOES FORWARD TO OBTAIN THE THING DESIRED OR PETITIONED FOR, LET HIM CARRY THE SAID IMAGES WITH HIM. THUS, WE HAVE GIVEN, IN A FEW EXAMPLES, THE KEY OF ALL TALISMANICAL OPERATIONS WHATSOEVER, BY WHICH WONDERFUL EFFECTS MAY BE WROUGHT EITHER BY IMAGES, BY RINGS, BY GLASSES, BY SEALS, BY TABLES, OR ANY OTHER MAGICAL INSTRUMENTS WHATSOEVER; BUT AS THESE HAVE THEIR CHIEF GROUNDS IN THE TRUE KNOWLEDGE OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PLANETS, AND THE RISING OF THE CONSTELLATIONS, WE RECOMMEND AN EARNEST ATTENTION TO THAT PART OF ASTROLOGY WHICH TEACHES OF THE POWER, INFLUENCES, AND EFFECTS OF THE CELESTIAL BODIES AMONGST THEMSELVES GENERALLY; LIKEWISE, WE WOULD RECOMMEND THE ARTIST TO BE EXPERT IN THE ASPECTS, MOTIONS, DECLINATIONS, RISINGS OF THE SEVEN PLANETS, AND PERFECTLY TO UNDERSTAND THEIR NATURES, EITHER MIXED OR SIMPLE; ALSO, TO BE READY AND CORRECT IN THE ERECTING OF A FIGURE, AT ANY TIME, TO SHEW THE TRUE POSITION OF THE HEAVENS; THERE BEING SO GREAT A SYMPATHY BETWEEN THE CELESTIALS AND OURSELVES; AND TO OBSERVE ALL THE OTHER RULES WHICH WE HAVE PLENTIFULLY RECITED: AND, WITHOUT DOUBT, THE INDUSTRIOUS STUDENT SHALL RECEIVE THE SATISFACTION OF BRINGING HIS OPERATIONS AND EXPERIMENTS TO EFFECT THAT WHICH HE ARDENTLY DESIRES. WITH WHICH, WISHING ALL SUCCESS TO THE CONTEMPLATOR OF THE CREATURE AND THE CREATOR, WE WILL HERE CLOSE UP THIS SECOND PART OF OUR WORK, AND THE CONCLUSION OF OUR BOOK OF TALISMANICAL MAGIC.
THE END OF THE FIRST BOOK
THE MAGUS BOOK 2: MAGNETISM
CHAP. I. THE MAGNETIC, OR ATTRACTIVE POWER OR FACULTY
AS CONCERNING AN ACTION LOCALLY AT A DISTANCE, WINES DO SUGGEST A DEMONSTRATION UNTO US: FOR, EVERY KIND OF WINE, ALTHOUGH IT BE BRED OUT OF CO-BORDERING PROVINCES, AND LIKEWISE MORE TIMELY BLOSSOMING ELSEWHERE, YET IT IS TROUBLED WHILE OUR COUNTRY VINE FLOWERS; NEITHER DOTH SUCH A DISTURBANCE CEASE AS LONG AS THE FLOWER SHALL NOT FALL OFF FROM OUR VINE; WHICH THING SURELY HAPPENS, EITHER FROM A COMMON MOTIVE-CAUSE OF THE VINE AND WINE, OR FROM A PARTICULAR DISPOSITION OF THE VINE, THE WHICH INDEED TROUBLES THE WINE, AND DOTH SHAKE IT UP AND DOWN WITH A CONFUSED TEMPEST: OR LIKEWISE, BECAUSE THE WINE ITSELF DOTH THUS TROUBLE ITSELF OF ITS OWN FREE ACCORD, BY REASON OF THE FLOWERS OF THE VINE: OF BOTH THE WHICH LATTER, IF THERE BE A FORE-TOUCHED CONFORMITY, CONSENT, CO-GRIEVING, OR CONGRATULATION; AT LEAST, THAT CANNOT BUT BE DONE BY AN ACTION AT A DISTANCE: TO WIT, IF THE WINE BE TROUBLED IN A CELLAR UNDER GROUND, WHEREUNTO NO VINE PERHAPS IS NEAR FOR SOME MILES, NEITHER IS THERE ANY DISCOURSE OF THE AIR UNDER THE EARTH, WITH THE FLOWER OF THE ABSENT VINE; BUT, IF THEY WILL ACCUSE A COMMON CAUSE FOR SUCH AN EFFECT, THEY MUST EITHER RUN BACK TO THE STARS, WHICH CANNOT BE CONTROLLED BY OUR [SEXUAL] PLEASURES AND LIBERTIES OF BOLDNESS; OR, I SAY, WE RETURN TO A CONFESSION OF AN ACTION AT A DISTANCE: TO WIT, THAT SOME ONE AND THE SAME, AND AS YET UNKNOWN SPIRIT, THE MOVER, DOTH GOVERN THE ABSENT WINE, AND THE VINE WHICH IS AT A FAR DISTANCE, AND MAKES THEM TO TALK AND SUFFER TOGETHER. BUT, AS TO WHAT CONCERNS THE POWER OF THE STARS, I AM UNWILLING, AS NEITHER DARE I, ACCORDING TO MY OWN LIBERTY, TO EXTEND THE FORCES, POWERS, OR BOUNDS OF THE STARS BEYOND OR BESIDES THE AUTHORITY OF THE SACRED TEXT, WHICH FAITH (IT BEING PRONOUNCED FROM A DIVINE TESTIMONY) THAT THE STARS SHALL BE UNTO US FOR SIGNS, SEASONS, DAYS, AND YEARS: BY WHICH RULE, A POWER IS NEVER ATTRIBUTED TO THE STARS, THAT WINE BRED IN A FOREIGN SOIL, AND BROUGHT UNTO US FROM FAR, DOTH DISTURB, MOVE, OR RENDER ITSELF CONFUSED: FOR, THE VINE HAD AT SOME TIME RECEIVED A POWER OF INCREASING AND MULTIPLYING ITSELF BEFORE THE STARS WERE BORN: AND VEGETABLES WERE BEFORE THE STARS, AND THE IMAGINED INFLUX OF THESE: WHEREFORE ALSO, THEY CANNOT BE THINGS CONJOINED IN ESSENCE, ONE WHEREOF COULD CONSIST WITHOUT THE OTHER. YEA, THE VINE IN SOME PLACES, FLOWERS MORE-TIMELY; AND, IN RAINY, OR THE MORE-COLD YEARS, OUR VINE FLOWERS MORE-SLOWLY, WHOSE FLOWER AND STAGES OF FLOURISHING THE WINE DOTH, NOTWITHSTANDING, IMITATE; AND SO, NEITHER DOTH IT, RESPECT THE STARS, THAT IT SHOULD DISTURB ITSELF AT THEIR BECK. IN THE NEXT PLACE, NEITHER DOTH THE WINE HEARKEN UNTO THE FLOURISHING OR BLOSSOMING OF ANY KIND OF CAPERS, BUT OF THE WINE ALONE: AND THEREFORE WE MUST NOT FLEE UNTO AN UNIVERSAL CAUSE, THE GENERAL OR UNIVERSAL RULING AIR OF WORLDLY SUCCESSIVE CHANGE; TO WIT, WE MAY RATHER RUN BACK UNTO IMPOSSIBILITIES AND ABSURDITIES, THAN UNTO THE MOST NEAR COMMERCE’S OF RESEMBLANCE AND UNITY, ALTHOUGH HITHERTO UNPASSABLE BY THE SCHOOLS. MOREOVER, THAT THING DOTH AS YET FAR MORE MANIFESTLY APPEAR IN ALE OR BEER: WHEN, IN TIMES PAST, OUR ANCESTORS HAD SEEN THAT OF BARLEY, AFTER WHATSOEVER MANNER IT WAS BOILED, NOTHING BUT AN EMPTY PTISANA OR BARLEY-BROTH, OR ALSO A PULP, WAS COOKED; THEY MEDITATED, THAT THE BARLEY FIRST OUGHT TO BUD (WHICH THEN THEY CALLED MALT) AND NEXT, THEY NAKEDLY BOILED THEIR ALES, IMITATING WINES: WHEREIN, FIRST OF ALL, SOME REMARKABLE THINGS DO MEET IN ONE; TO WIT, THERE IS STIRRED UP IN BARLEY, A VEGETABLE BUD, THE WHICH WHEN THE BARLEY IS DRIED, DOTH AFTERWARDS DIE, AND LOSES THE HOPE OF GROWING, AND SO MUCH THE MORE BY ITS CHANGING INTO MEAL, AND AFTERWARDS BY AN AFTER-BOILING, IT DESPAIRS OF A GROWING VIRTUE; YET THESE THINGS NOTHING HINDERING, IT RETAINS THE WINEY AND INTOXICATING SPIRIT OF AQUA VITAE, THE WHICH NOTWITHSTANDING IT DOTH NOT YET ACTUALLY POSSESS: BUT AT LENGTH, IN NUMBER OF DAYS, IT ATTAINS IT BY VIRTUE OF A FERMENT: TO WIT, IN THE ONE ONLY BOSOM OF ONE GRAIN ONE ONLY SPIRIT IS MADE FAMOUS WITH DIVERSE POWERS, AND ONE POWER IS GELDED, ANOTHER BEING LEFT: WHICH THING INDEED, DOTH AS YET MORE WONDERFULLY SHINE FORTH; WHEN AS THE ALE OR BEER OF MALT DISTURBS ITSELF WHILE THE BARLEY FLOWERS, NO OTHERWISE THAN AS WINE IS ELSEWHERE WONT TO DO: AND SO A POWER AT A FAR ABSENT DISTANCE IS FROM HENCE PLAIN TO BE SEEN: FOR TRULY THERE ARE CITIES FROM WHOM PLEASANT MEADOWS DO EXPEL THE GROWING OF BARLEY FOR MANY MILES, AND BY SO MUCH THE MORE POWERFULLY DO ALES PROVE THEIR AGREEMENT WITH THE ABSENT FLOWERING BARLEY; IN AS MUCH AS THE GELDING OF THEIR POWER HATH WITHDRAWN THE HOPES OF BUDDING AND INCREASING: AND AT LENGTH THE AQUA VITAE BEING DETAINED AND SHUT UP WITHIN THE ALE, HOGSHEAD, AND PRISON OF THE CELLAR, CANNOT WITH THE SAFETY OF THE ALE OR BEER WANDERING FOR SOME LEAGUES UNTO THE FLOWERING EAR OF BARLEY, THAT THEREBY, AS A STORMY RETAINER, IT MAY TROUBLE THE REMAINING ALE WITH MUCH CONFUSION. CERTAINLY THERE IS A FAR MORE QUIET PASSAGE FOR A MAGNETICAL OR ATTRACTIVE AGREEMENT AMONG SOME AGENTS AT A FAR DISTANCE FROM EACH OTHER, THAN THERE IS TO DREAM AN AQUA VITAE WANDERING OUT OF THE ALE OF A CELLAR, UNTO THE FLOWERING BARLEY, AND FROM THENCE TO RETURN UNTO THE FORMER RECEPTACLES OF ITS PEN-CASE, AND ALE: BUT THE SIGN IMPRINTED BY THE [SEXLESS] APPETITE OF A WOMAN GREAT WITH CHILD, ON HER YOUNG, DOTH FITLY, AND ALIKE CLEARLY CONFIRM A MAGNETISM OR ATTRACTIVE FACULTY AND ITS OPERATION AT A DISTANCE: TO WIT, LET THERE BE A WOMAN GREAT WITH CHILD, WHICH [SEXLESSLY] DESIRES ANOTHER CHERRY, LET HER BUT TOUCH HER FOREHEAD OR ANY OTHER PLACE WITH HER FINGER; WITHOUT DOUBT, THE YOUNG IS SIGNED IN ITS FOREHEAD WITH THE IMAGE OF THE CHERRY, WHICH AFTERWARDS DOTH EVERY YEAR WAX GREEN, WHITE, YELLOW, AND AT LENGTH LOOKS RED, ACCORDING TO THE TENOR OF THE TREES: AND IT MUCH MORE WONDERFULLY EXPRESSES THE SAME SUCCESSIVE ALTERATION OF MATURITIES IN SPAIN THAN IN GERMANY: AND SO HEREBY AN ACTION AT A DISTANCE IS NOT ONLY CONFIRMED, BUT ALSO A CONFORMITY OR AGREEMENT OF THE ESSENCES OF THE CHERRY TREE, IN ITS WOODEN AND FLESHLY TRUNK; A CONSANGUINITY OR NEAR AFFINITY OF A BEING IMPRESSED UPON THE PART BY ON INSTANTANEOUS IMAGINATION, AND BY A SUCCESSIVE COURSE OF THE YEARS OF ITS KERNEL: SURELY THE MORE LEARNED OUGHT NOT TO IMPUTE THOSE THINGS UNTO EVIL SPIRITS, WHICH, THROUGH THEIR OWN WEAKNESS, THEY ARE IGNORANT OF; FOR THESE THINGS DO ON ALL SIDES OCCUR IN NATURE, THE WHICH, THROUGH OUR SLENDERNESS, WE ARE NOT ABLE TO UNFOLD; FOR TO REFER WHATSOEVER GIFTS OF GOD ARE IN NATURE (BECAUSE OUR DULL CAPACITY DOES NOT COMPREHEND THE SAME RIGHTLY) TO THE DEVIL, SHEWS BOTH IGNORANCE AND RASHNESS, ESPECIALLY WHEN, AS ALL DEMONSTRATION OF CAUSES FROM A FORMER THING OR CAUSE IS BANISHED FROM US, AND ESPECIALLY FROM ARISTOTLE, WHO WAS IGNORANT OF ALL NATURE, AND DEPRIVED OF THE GOOD GIFTS WHICH DESCENDS FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF LIGHTS; UNTO WHOM BE ALL HONOR AND GLORY. NOTE. WE MAY, BY THE AFORESAID CHAPTER, SEE THE WONDERFUL WORKING POWER OF THE ATTRACTIVE OR UNIVERSAL SPIRIT, WHICH CAN BY NO OTHER MEANS BE SO CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED AS BY THE SYMPATHIES IN NATURAL THINGS, WHICH ARE INHERENT THROUGHOUT ALL NATURE; AND, UPON THIS PRINCIPLE OF SYMPATHY AND ANTIPATHY, WE SAY IS FOUNDED THAT SPIRITUAL POWER WHICH TENDS TO THINGS AND OBJECTS REMOTE ONE FROM THE OTHER,  A MAGNETIC ATTRACTION, WHICH DOES ACTUALLY EXIST, AS WE SHALL CLEARLY PROVE BY EXPERIMENT, WHERE WE FULLY SHEW THE ACTION AND PASSION THAT IS BETWEEN NATURAL SPIRITS, BY WHICH MEANS WONDERFUL EFFECTS ARE PRODUCED WHICH HAVE IGNORANTLY BEEN ATTRIBUTED TO DIVERS SUPERSTITIONS, AS SORCERY, ENCHANTMENT, NIGROMANCY, OR THE BLACK ART.
CHAP. II. OF SYMPATHETIC MEDICINES
IN THE YEAR 1639, A LITTLE BOOK CAME FORTH, WHOSE TITLE WAS, 'THE SYMPATHETICAL POWDER OF EDRICIUS MOHYNUS, OF EBURO,' WHEREBY WOUNDS ARE CURED WITHOUT APPLICATION OF THE MEDICINE UNTO THE PART AFFLICTED, AND WITHOUT SUPERSTITION; IT BEING SIFTED BY THE SIEVE OF THE REASONS OF GALEN AND ARISTOTLE; WHEREIN IT IS ARISTOTETICALLY, SUFFICIENTLY, PROVED, WHATSOEVER THE TITLE OF IT PROMISES; BUT IT HATH NEGLECTED THE DIRECTIVE FACULTY, OR VIRTUE, WHICH MAY BRING THE VIRTUES OF THE SYMPATHETICAL POWDER, RECEIVED IN THE BLOODY TOWEL OR NAPKIN, UNTO THE DISTANT WOUND. TRULY, FROM A WOUND, THE VENAL BLOOD, OR CORRUPT PUS, OR SANIES, FROM AN ULCER, BEING RECEIVED IN THE TOWEL, DO RECEIVE, INDEED, A BALSAM FROM A SANATIVE OR HEALING BEING; I SAY, FROM THE POWER OF THE VITRIOL, A MEDICINAL POWER CONNECTED AND LIMITED IN THE AFORESAID MEAN; BUT THE VIRTUES OF THE BALSAM RECEIVED ARE DIRECTED UNTO THE WOUNDED OBJECT, NOT INDEED BY AN INFLUENTIAL VIRTUE OF THE STARS, AND MUCH LESS DO THEY FLY FORTH OF THEIR OWN ACCORD UNTO THE OBJECT AT A DISTANCE: THEREFORE THE IDEAS OF HIM THAT APPLIES THE SYMPATHETICAL REMEDY ARE CONNECTED IN THE MEAN, AND ARE MADE DIRECTRESSES OF THE BALSAM UNTO THE OBJECT OF HIS DESIRE: EVEN AS WE HAVE ABOVE ALSO MINDED BY INJECTIONS CONCERNING IDEAS OF THE DESIRE. MOHYNS SUPPOSED THAT THE POWER OF SYMPATHY DEPENDS UPON THE STARS, BECAUSE IT IS AN IMITATOR OF INFLUENCES: BUT I DRAW IT OUT OF A MUCH NEARER SUBJECT: TO WIT, OUT OF DIRECTING IDEAS, BEGOTTEN BY THEIR MOTHER CHARITY, OR A DESIRE OF GOODWILL: FOR, FROM HENCE DOES THAT SYMPATHETIC POWDER OPERATE MORE SUCCESSFULLY, BEING APPLIED BY THE HAND OF ONE THAN ANOTHER: THEREFORE I HAVE ALWAYS OBSERVED THE BEST PROCESS WHERE THE REMEDY IS INSTITUTED BY A DESIRE OF CHARITY; BUT, THAT IT DOTH SUCCEED, WITH SMALL SUCCESS, IF THE OPERATOR BE A CARELESS OR DRUNKEN PERSON; AND, FROM HENCE, I HAVE MORE ESTEEMED THE STARS OF THE MIND, IN SYMPATHETICAL REMEDIES, THAN THE STARS OF HEAVEN: BUT THAT IMAGES, BEING CONCEIVED, ARE BROUGHT UNTO AN OBJECT AT A DISTANCE, A PREGNANT WOMAN IS AN EXAMPLE OF, BECAUSE SHE IS SHE WHO PRESENTLY TRANSFERS ALL THE IDEAS OF HER CONCEPTION ON HER YOUNG, WHICH DEPENDS NO OTHERWISE ON THE MOTHER THAN FROM A COMMUNION OF UNIVERSAL NOURISHMENT. TRULY, SEEING SUCH A DIRECTION OF [SEXUAL] DESIRE IS PLAINLY NATURAL, IT IS NO WONDER THAT THE EVIL SPIRIT DOTH REQUIRE THE IDEAS OF THE [SEXUAL] DESIRES OF HIS IMPS TO BE ANNEXED UNTO A MEAN OFFERED BY HIM. INDEED, THE IDEAS OF THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE ARE AFTER THE MANNER OF THE [SEXLESS] INFLUENCES OF HEAVEN CAST INTO A PROPER OBJECT HOW LOCALLY REMOTE SOEVER; THAT IS, THEY ARE DIRECTED BY THE [SEXLESS] DESIRE, ESPECIALLY POINTING OUT AN OBJECT FOR ITSELF, EVEN AS THE SIGHT OF THE BASILISK, OR TOUCH OF THE TORPEDO, IS REFLECTED ON THEIR WILLED OBJECT; FOR I HAVE ALREADY SHEWN IN ITS PLACE, THAT THE DEVIL DOTH NOT ATTRIBUTE SO MUCH AS ANY THING IN THE DIRECTIONS OF THINGS INJECTED; BUT THAT HE HATH NEED OF A FREE, DIRECTING, AND OPERATIVE POWER OR FACULTY. BUT I WILL NOT DISGRACE SYMPATHETICAL REMEDIES BECAUSE THE DEVIL OPERATES SOMETHING ABOUT THINGS INJECTED INTO THE BODY: FOR WHAT HAVE SYMPATHETICAL REMEDIES IN COMMON? ALTHOUGH SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] DOTH CO-OPERATE IN INJECTIONS BY WICKED [SEXUAL] NATURAL MEANS REQUIRED FROM HIS BOND SLAVES; FOR EVERY THING SHALL BE JUDGED GUILTY, OR GOOD, FROM ITS ENDS AND INTENTS: AND IT IS SUFFICIENT THAT SYMPATHETICAL REMEDIES DO AGREE WITH THINGS INJECTED IN NATURAL MEANS, OR MEDICINES.
CHAP. III. OF THE MAGNETIC OR SYMPATHETIC UNGUENT, THE POWDER OF SYMPATHY, ARMARY UNGUENT, CURING OF WOUNDS, ECSTASIES, WITCHCRAFT, MUMMIES.
WE SHALL NOW SHOW SOME REMARKABLE OPERATIONS THAT ARE AFFECTED BY MAGNETISM, AND FOUNDED UPON NATURAL SYMPATHY AND ANTIPATHY, LIKEWISE HOW BY THESE MEANS SOME EXTRAORDINARY CURES MAY BE PERFORMED. THE GOODNESS OF THE CREATOR EVERY WHERE EXTENDED, CREATED EVERY THING FOR THE USE OF UNGRATEFUL MAN; NEITHER DID HE ADMIT ANY OF THE THEOLOGISTS, OR DIVINES, AS ASSISTANTS IN COUNCIL, HOW MANY OR HOW GREAT VIRTUES HE SHOULD INFUSE INTO THINGS NATURAL. BUT THERE ARE THOSE WHO VENTURE TO MEASURE THE WONDERFUL WORKS OF GOD BY THEIR OWN SHARPENED AND REFINED WIT, WHEREBY THEY DENY GOD TO HAVE GIVEN SUCH VIRTUE TO THINGS; AS THOUGH MAN (A WORM) WAS ABLE, BY HIS NARROW AND LIMITED CAPACITY, TO COMPREHEND OMNISCIENCE; HE THEREFORE MEASURES THE MINDS OF ALL MEN BY HIS OWN, WHO THINK THAT CANNOT BE DONE, WHICH THEY CANNOT UNDERSTAND. THEY THEREFORE CAN ONLY DEVELOP THE MYSTERIES OF NATURE, WHO BEING VERSED IN THE ART OF CABALA, FIRE, AND MAGIC, EXAMINED THE PROPERTIES OF THINGS, AND DRAW, FROM DARKNESS INTO LIGHT, THE LURKING POWERS OF MAN, ANIMALS, VEGETABLES, MINERALS, AND STONES, AND, SEPARATING THE CRUDITIES, DREGS, POISONS, HETEROGENITIES, THAT ARE THE THORNS IMPLANTED IN VIRGIN [SEXLESS] NATURE FROM THE [SEXUAL] CURSE. FOR AN OBSERVER OF NATURE SEES DAILY SHE DOTH DISTIL, SUBLIME, CALCINE, FERMENT, DISSOLVE, COAGULATE, FIX, THEREFORE WE WHO ARE THE MINISTERS OF NATURE DO SEPARATE, FINDING OUT THE CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF EVERY PHENOMENA SHE PRODUCES. NOW, AS MAGNETISM IS ORDAINED FOR THE USE OF MAN, AND FOR THE CURING OF THE VARIOUS DISORDERS INCIDENT TO HUMAN NATURE, WE SHALL FIRST TOUCH UPON THE GRAND SUBJECT OF MAGNETISM, KNOWN TO POSSESS WONDERFUL PROPERTIES, AND WHICH ARE NOT ONLY EVIDENT TO EVERY EYE, BUT SHEW US SUFFICIENT GROUNDS FOR OUR ADMITTING THE POSSIBILITY AND REALITY OF MAGNETISM IN GENERAL. THE LOADSTONE POSSESSES AN EMINENT MEDICINAL FACULTY, AGAINST MANY VIOLENT AND IMPLACABLE DISORDERS. HELMONT SAYS, THAT THE BACK OF THE LOADSTONE, AS IT REPULSES IRON, SO ALSO IT REMOVES GOUT, SWELLINGS, RHEUM, THAT IS OF THE NATURE OR QUALITY OF IRON. THE IRON ATTRACTING FACULTY, IF IT BE JOINED TO THE MUMMY OF A WOMAN, AND THE BACK OF THE LOADSTONE BE PUT WITHIN HER THIGH, AND THE BELLY OF THE LOADSTONE ON HER LOINS, IT SAFELY PREVENTS A MISCARRIAGE, ALREADY THREATENED; BUT THE BELLY OF THE LOADSTONE APPLIED WITHIN THE THIGH AND THE BACK TO HER LOINS, IT DOTH WONDERFULLY FACILITATE HER DELIVERY. LIKEWISE, THE WEARING THE LOADSTONE CASES AND PREVENTS THE CRAMP, AND SUCH LIKE DISORDERS AND PAINS. ULDERICUS BALK, A DOMINICAN FRIAR, PUBLISHED A BOOK AT FRANKFORT IN THE YEAR 1611, CONCERNING THE LAMP OF LIFE; IN WHICH WE SHALL FIND (TAKEN FROM PARACELSUS) THE TRUE MAGNETICAL CURE OF MANY DISEASES, VIZ. THE DROPSY, GOUT, JAUNDICE. FOR IF THOU SHALT ENCLOSE THE WARM BLOOD OF THE SICK IN THE SHELL AND WHITE OF AN EGG, WHICH IS EXPOSED TO A NOURISHING WARMTH, AND THIS BLOOD, BEING MIXED WITH A PIECE OF FLESH, THOU SHALT GIVE TO A HUNGRY DOG, THE DISORDER DEPARTS FROM THEE INTO THE DOG; NO OTHERWISE THAN THE LEPROSY OF NAAMAN PASSED OVER INTO GEHAZI THROUGH THE EXECRATION OF THE PROPHET. IF WOMEN, WEANING THEIR INFANTS, SHALL MILK OUT THEIR MILK UPON HOT BURNING COALS, THE BREAST SOON DRIES. IF ANY ONE HAPPENS TO COMMIT NUISANCE AT THY DOOR, AND THOU WILT PREVENT THAT BEASTLY TRICK IN FUTURE, TAKE THE POKER RED-HOT, AND PUT IT INTO THE EXCREMENT, AND, BY MAGNETISM, HIS POSTERIORS SHALL BECOME MUCH SCORCHED AND INFLAMED. MAKE A SMALL TABLE OF THE LIGHTEST, WHITEST, AND BASEST KIND OF LEAD; AND AT ONE END PUT A PIECE OF AMBER, AND, THREE SPANS FROM IT, LAY A PIECE OF GREEN VITRIOL; THIS VITRIOL WILL SOON LOSE ITS COLOR AND ACID: BOTH WHICH EFFECTS ARE FOUND IN THE PREPARATION OF AMBER. THE ROOT OF THE CAROLINE THISTLE BEING PLUCKED UP WHEN FULL OF JUICE AND VIRTUE, AND TEMPERED WITH THE MUMMY OF A MAN, WILL EXHAUST THE POWERS AND NATURAL STRENGTH OUT OF A MAN, ON WHOSE SHADOW THOU SHALT STAND, INTO THYSELF.
CHAP. IV. OF THE ARMARY UNGUENT, OR WEAPON SALVE
THE PRINCIPAL INGREDIENT IN THIS CONFECTION, IS THE MOSS OF A DEAD MAN'S SKULL, WHICH VAN HELMONT CALLS THE EXCRESCENCIES OR SUPERFLUITIES OF THE STARS. NOW THE MOSS GROWING ON THE SKULL OF A DEAD MAN, SEEING IT HAS RECEIVED ITS SEED FROM THE HEAVENS, BUT ITS INCREASE FROM THE MUMMIAL MARROW OF THE SKULL OF MAN, OR TOWER OF THE MICROCOSM, HAS OBTAINED EXCELLENT ASTRAL AND MAGNETIC POWERS BEYOND THE COMMON CONDITION OF VEGETABLES, ALTHOUGH HERBS, AS THEY ARE HERBS, WANT NOT THEIR OWN MAGNETISM. NOW, THE MAGNETISM OF THIS UNGUENT DRAWS OUT THAT STRANGE DISPOSITION FROM THE WOUND (WHICH OTHERWISE, BY A DISUNION OF THE PARTS THAT HELD TOGETHER, AND BY WHICH, I SAY, STRANGE DISPOSITION AND FOREIGN QUALITY IS PRODUCED) FROM WHENCE IT SLIPS, NOT BEING OVERBURDENED OR OPPRESSED BY ANY ACCIDENT, SUDDENLY GROW TOGETHER; AND THIS IS EFFECTED BY THE ARMARY UNGUENT, OR WEAPON SALVE. FROM THIS IT APPEARS THAT THE UNGUENT, OR WEAPON SALVE, ITS PROPERTY IS TO HEAL SUDDENLY AND PERFECTLY WITHOUT PAIN, COSTS, PERIL, OR LOSS OF STRENGTH; HENCE IT IS MANIFEST THAT THE MAGNETICAL VIRTUE IS FROM GOD. IT IS NOW SEASONABLE TO DISCOVER THE IMMEDIATE CAUSE OF MAGNETISM IN THE UNGUENT. FIRST OF ALL, BY THE CONSENT OF MYSTICAL DIVINES, WE DIVIDE MAN INTO THE EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL MAN, ASSIGNING TO BOTH THE POWERS OF A CERTAIN MIND, OR INTELLIGENCE: FOR SO THERE DOTH A WILL BELONG TO FLESH AND BLOOD, WHICH MAY NOT BE EITHER THE WILL OF MAN OR THE WILL OF GOD; AND THE HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN] ALSO REVEALS SOME THINGS UNTO THE MORE INWARD MAN, AND SOME THINGS FLESH AND BLOOD REVEALS, THAT IS, THE OUTWARD AND SENSITIVE, OR ANIMAL MAN [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32]. FOR, HOW COULD THE SERVICE OF IDOLS, ENVY, BE RIGHTLY NUMBERED AMONG THE WORKS OF THE FLESH, SEEING THEY CONSIST ONLY IN THE IMAGINATION, IF THE FLESH HAD NOT ALSO ITS OWN IMAGINATION AND ELECTIVE WILL? FURTHERMORE, THAT THERE ARE MIRACULOUS ECSTASIES BELONGING TO THE MORE INWARD MAN, IS BEYOND DISPUTE. THAT THERE ARE ALSO ECSTASIES IN THE ANIMAL MAN, BY REASON OF AN INTENSE, OR HEIGHTENED IMAGINATION, IS, WITHOUT DOUBT. MARTIN DEL RIS, AN ELDER OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS, IN HIS MAGICAL DISQUISITIONS OR ENQUIRIES, MAKES MENTION OF A CERTAIN YOUNG MAN IN THE CITY INSULIS THAT WAS TRANSPORTED WITH SO VIOLENT A DESIRE OF SEEING HIS MOTHER, THAT THROUGH THE SAME INTENSE DESIRE, AS IF BEING RAPT UP BY AN ECSTASY, HE SAW HER PERFECTLY, ALTHOUGH MANY MILES ABSENT FROM THENCE; AND, RETURNING AGAIN TO HIMSELF, BEING MINDFUL OF ALL THAT HE HAD SEEN, GAVE MANY TRUE SIGNS OF HIS TRUE PRESENCE WITH HIS MOTHER. NOW THAT DESIRE AROSE FROM THE MORE OUTWARD MAN, VIZ. FROM BLOOD AND SENSE, OR FLESH, IS CERTAIN; FOR, OTHERWISE, THE SOUL BEING ONCE DISLODGED, OR LOOSENED FROM THE BONDS OF THE BODY, CANNOT, EXCEPT BY MIRACLE, BE REUNITED TO IT; THERE IS THEREFORE IN THE BLOOD A CERTAIN ECSTATICAL OR TRANSPORTING POWER, WHICH, IF AT ANY TIME SHALL BE EXCITED OR STIRRED UP BY AN ARDENT DESIRE AND MOST STRONG IMAGINATION, IT IS ABLE TO CONDUCT THE SPIRIT OF THE MORE OUTWARD MAN EVEN TO SOME ABSENT AND FAR DISTANT OBJECT, BUT THEN THAT POWER LIES HID IN THE MORE OUTWARD MAN, AS IT WERE, IN POTENTIA, OR BY WAY OF POSSIBILITY; NEITHER IS IT BROUGHT INTO ACT, UNLESS IT BE ROUSED UP BY THE IMAGINATION, INFLAMED AND AGITATED BY A MOST FERVENT AND VIOLENT DESIRE.
CHAP. V. OF THE IMAGINATIVE POWER AND THE MAGNETISM OF THE NATURAL SPIRITS, MUMMIAL ATTRACTION, SYMPATHIES OF ASTRAL SPIRITS, WITH THEIR BODIES, UPON WHICH THE WHOLE ART OF NECROMANCY IS FOUNDED
MOREOVER, WHEN AS THE BLOOD IS AFTER SOME SORT [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED, THEN INDEED ALL THE POWERS THEREOF WHICH, WITHOUT A FOREGOING EXCITATION OF THE IMAGINATION, WERE BEFORE IN POSSIBILITY, ARE OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, DRAWN FORTH INTO ACTION; FOR, THROUGH CORRUPTION OF THE GRAIN, THE SEMINAL VIRTUE, OTHERWISE DROWSY, AND BARREN, BREAKS FORTH INTO ACT; BECAUSE, THAT SEEING THE ESSENCES OF THINGS, AND THEIR VITAL SPIRITS, KNOW NOT HOW TO PUTRIFY BY THE DISSOLUTION OF THE INFERIOR HARMONY, THEY SPRUNG UP AS SURVIVING AFRESH. FOR, FROM THENCE IT IS THAT EVERY OCCULT PROPERTY, THE COMPACT OF THEIR BODIES BEING BY FOREGOING DIGESTION, (WHICH WE CALL PUTREFACTION) NOW DISSOLVED, COMES FORTH FREE TO HAND, DISPATCHED, AND MANIFEST FOR ACTION. THEREFORE WHEN A WOUND, THROUGH THE ENTRANCE OF AIR, HATH ADMITTED OF AN ADVERSE QUALITY, FROM WHENCE THE BLOOD FORTHWITH SWELLS WITH HEAT OR RAGE IN ITS LIPS, AND OTHERWISE BECOMES MATTERY, IT HAPPENS, THAT THE BLOOD IN THE WOUND JUST MADE, BY REASON OF THE SAID FOREIGN QUALITY, DOTH NOW ENTER INTO THE BEGINNING OF SOME KIND OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION (WHICH BLOOD BEING ALSO THEN RECEIVED ON THE WEAPON OR SPLINTER THEREOF, IS BESMEARED WITH THE MAGNETIC UNGUENT) THE WHICH ENTRANCE OF [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, MEDIATING THE ECSTATICAL POWER LURKING POTENTIALLY IN THE BLOOD, IS BROUGHT FORTH INTO ACTION; WHICH POWER, BECAUSE IT IS AN EXILED RETURNER UNTO ITS OWN BODY, BY REASON OF THE HIDDEN ECSTASY; HENCE THAT BLOOD BEARS AN INDIVIDUAL RESPECT UNTO THE BLOOD OF ITS WHOLE BODY. THEN INDEED THE MAGNETIC OR ATTRACTIVE FACULTY IS BUSIED IN OPERATING IN THE UNGUENT, AND THROUGH THE MEDIATION OF THE ECSTATICAL POWER (FOR SO I CALL IT FOR WANT OF AN ETYMOLOGY) SUCKS OUT THE HURTFUL QUALITY FROM THE LIPS OF THE WOUND, AND AT LENGTH, THROUGH THE MUMMIAL, BALSAMICAL, AND ATTRACTIVE VIRTUE, ATTAINED IN THE UNGUENT, THE MAGNETISM IS PERFECTED. SO, THOU HAST NOW THE POSITIVE REASON OF THE NATURAL MAGNETISM IN THE UNGUENT, DRAWN FROM NATURAL MAGIC, WHEREUNTO THE LIGHT OF TRUTH ASSENTS; SAYING, "WHERE THE TREASURE IS THERE IS THE HEART ALSO." FOR IF THE TREASURE BE IN HEAVEN, THEN THE HEART, THAT IS, THE SPIRIT OF THE INTERNAL MAN, IS IN GOD, WHO IS THE PARADISE, WHO ALONE IS ETERNAL LIFE. BUT IF THE TREASURE BE FIXED OR LAID UP IN FRAIL AND MORTAL THINGS, THEN ALSO THE HEART AND SPIRIT OF THE EXTERNAL MAN IS IN FADING THINGS [1ST JOHN 2:15-17]; NEITHER IS THERE ANY CAUSE OF BRINGING IN A MYSTICAL SENSE, BY TAKING NOT THE SPIRIT, BUT THE COGITATION AND NAKED [SEXUAL] DESIRE, FOR THE HEART; FOR THAT WOULD CONTAIN A FRIVOLOUS THING, THAT WHERESOEVER A MAN SHOULD PLACE HIS TREASURE IN HIS THOUGHT OR COGITATION, THERE HIS COGITATION WOULD BE. ALSO, TRUTH ITSELF DOTH NOT INTERPRET THE PRESENT TEXT MYSTICALLY, AND ALSO BY AN EXAMPLE ADJOINED, SHEWS A LOCAL AND REAL PRESENCE OF THE EAGLES WITH THE DEAD CARCASS, SO ALSO THAT THE SPIRIT OF THE INWARD MAN IS LOCALLY IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN US, WHICH IS GOD HIMSELF; AND THAT THE HEART OR SPIRIT OF THE ANIMAL OR OUTWARD SENSITIVE MAN IS LOCALLY ABOUT ITS TREASURE [MONEY]. WHAT WONDER IS IT, THAT THE ASTRAL SPIRITS OF CARNAL OR ANIMAL MEN SHOULD, AS YET, AFTER THEIR FUNERALS, SHEW THEMSELVES AS IN A BRAVERY, WANDERING ABOUT THEIR BURIED TREASURE, WHEREUNTO THE WHOLE OF NECROMANCY (OR ART OF DIVINATION BY THE CALLING OF SPIRITS) OF THE ANCIENTS HATH ENSLAVED ITSELF? I SAY, THEREFORE, THAT THE INTERNAL MAN IS AN ANIMAL OR LIVING CREATURE, MAKING USE OF THE REASON AND WILL OF BLOOD: BUT, IN THE MEAN TIME, NOT BARELY AN ANIMAL, BUT MOREOVER THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD. LOGICIANS THEREFORE MAY SEE HOW DEFECTIVELY THEY DEFINE A MAN FROM THE POWER OF RATIONAL DISCOURSE. BUT OF THESE THINGS MORE ELSEWHERE. I WILL THEREFORE ADJOIN THE MAGNETISM OF EAGLES TO CARCASSES; FOR NEITHER ARE FLYING FOWLS ENDOWED WITH SUCH AN ACUTE SMELLING, THAT THEY CAN, WITH A MUTUAL CONSENT, GO FROM ITALY INTO AFRICA UNTO CARCASSES. FOR NEITHER IS AN ODOR SO LARGELY AND WIDELY SPREAD; FOR THE AMPLE LATITUDE OF THE INTERPOSED SEA HINDERS IT, AND ALSO A CERTAIN ELEMENTARY PROPERTY OF CONSUMING IT NOR IS THERE ANY GROUND THAT THOU SHOULDEST THINK THESE BIRDS DO PERCEIVE THE DEAD CARCASSES AT SO FAR A DISTANCE, WITH THEIR SIGHT, ESPECIALLY IF THOSE BIRDS SHALL LIE SOUTHWARDS BEHIND A MOUNTAIN. BUT WHAT NEED IS THERE TO ENFORCE THE MAGNETISM OF FOWLS BY MANY ARGUMENTS, SINCE GOD HIMSELF, WHO IS THE BECOMING AND END OF PHILOSOPHY, DOTH EXPRESSLY DETERMINE THE SAME PROCESS TO BE OF THE HEART AND TREASURE, WITH THESE BIRDS AND THE CARCASS, AND SO INTERCHANGEABLY BETWEEN THESE AND THEM? FOR IF THE EAGLES WERE LED TO THEIR FOOD, THE CARCASSES, WITH THE SAME APPETITE WHEREBY FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS ARE BROUGHT ON TO THEIR PASTURES, CERTAINLY HE HAD SAID, IN ONE WORD, THAT LIVING CREATURES FLOCK TO THEIR FOOD EVEN AS THE HEART OF MAN TO HIS TREASURE; WHICH WOULD CONTAIN A FALSEHOOD: FOR NEITHER DOTH THE HEART OF MAN PROCEED UNTO ITS TREASURE, THAT HE MAY BE FILLED THEREWITH AS LIVING CREATURES DO TO THEIR MEAT; AND THEREFORE THE COMPARISON OF THE HEART OF MAN AND OF THE EAGLE LIES NOT IN THE END FOR WHICH THEY TEND OR INCLINE TO A DESIRE, BUT IN THE MANNER OF TENDENCY; NAMELY THAT THEY ARE ALLURED AND CARRIED ON BY MAGNETISM, REALLY AND LOCALLY. THEREFORE THE SPIRIT AND WILL OF THE BLOOD FETCHED OUT OF THE WOUND, HAVING INTRUDED ITSELF INTO THE OINTMENT BY THE WEAPON BEING ANOINTED THEREWITH, DO TEND TOWARDS THEIR TREASURE, THAT IS, THE REST OF THE BLOOD AS YET ENJOYING THE LIFE OF THE MORE INWARD MAN: BUT HE SAITH BY A PECULIAR TESTIMONY, THAT THE EAGLE IS DRAWN TO THE CARCASS, BECAUSE SHE IS CALLED THEREUNTO BY AN IMPLANTED AND MUMMIAL SPIRIT OF THE CARCASS, BUT NOT BY THE ODOR OF THE PUTREFYING BODY: FOR INDEED THAT ANIMAL, IN ASSIMILATING, APPROPRIATES TO HIMSELF ONLY THIS MUMMIAL SPIRIT: FOR FROM THENCE IT IS SAID OF THE EAGLE, IN A PECULIAR MANNER, "MY YOUTH SHALL BE RENEWED AS THE EAGLE'S." FOR TRULY THE RENEWING OF HER YOUTH PROCEEDS FROM AN ESSENTIAL EXTRACTION OF THE MUMMIAL SPIRIT BEING WELL REFINED BY A CERTAIN SINGULAR DIGESTION PROPER TO THAT FOWL, AND NOT FROM A BARE EATING OF THE FLESH OF THE CARCASS; OTHERWISE DOGS ALSO AND PIES WOULD BE RENEWED, WHICH IS FALSE. THOU WILT SAY, THAT IT IS A REASON FAR-FETCHED IN BEHALF OF MAGNETISM; BUT WHAT WILT THOU THEN INFER HEREUPON? IF THAT WHICH THOU, CONFESSES TO BE FAR REMOTE FOR THY CAPACITY OF UNDERSTANDING, THAT SHALL ALSO WITH THEE BE ACCOUNTED TO BE FETCHED FROM FAR. TRULY THE BOOK OF GENESIS AVOUCHES, THAT IN THE BLOOD OF ALL LIVING CREATURES DOTH THEIR SOUL EXIST, FOR THERE ARE IN THE BLOOD CERTAIN VITAL POWERS, THE WHICH, AS IF THEY WERE SOULIFIED OR ENLIVENED, DO DEMAND REVENGE FROM HEAVEN, YEA, AND JUDICIAL PUNISHMENT FROM EARTHLY JUDGES ON THE MURDERER; WHICH POWERS, SEEING THEY CANNOT BE DENIED TO INHABIT NATURALLY IN THE BLOOD, I SEE NOT WHY THEY CAN REJECT THE MAGNETISM OF THE BLOOD, AS ACCOUNTING IT AMONG THE RIDICULOUS WORKS OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]. THIS I WILL SAY MORE, TO WIT, THAT THOSE WHO WALK IN THEIR SLEEP, DO, BY NO OTHER GUIDE THAN THE SPIRIT OF THE BLOOD, THAT IS, OF THE OUTWARD MAN, WALK UP AND DOWN, PERFORM BUSINESS, CLIMB WALLS, AND MANAGE THINGS THAT ARE OTHERWISE IMPOSSIBLE TO THOSE THAT ARE AWAKE. I SAY, BY A MAGICAL VIRTUE, NATURAL TO THE MORE OUTWARD MAN; THAT SAINT AMBROSE, ALTHOUGH HE WAS FOR DISTANT IN HIS BODY, YET WAS VISIBLY PRESENT AT THE FUNERAL SOLEMNITIES OF SAINT MARTIN; YET WAS HE SPIRITUALLY PRESENT AT THOSE SOLEMNITIES, IN THE VISIBLE SPIRIT OF THE EXTERNAL MAN, AND NO OTHERWISE: FOR INASMUCH AS IN THAT ECSTASY WHICH IS OF THE MORE INTERNAL MAN, MANY OF THE SAINTS HAVE SEEN MANY AND ABSENT THINGS. THIS IS DONE WITHOUT TIME AND PLACE, THROUGH THE SUPERIOR POWERS OF THE SOUL BEING COLLECTED IN UNITY, AND BY AN INTELLECTUAL VISION, BUT NOT BY A VISIBLE PRESENCE; OTHERWISE THE SOUL IS NOT SEPARATED FROM THE BODY, BUT IN GOOD EARNEST, OR FOR ALTOGETHER; NEITHER IS IT RE-CONNECTED THEREUNTO, WHICH RE-CONNEXION, NOTWITHSTANDING, IS OTHERWISE NATURAL OR FAMILIAR TO THE SPIRIT OF THE MORE OUTWARD MAN. IT IS NOT SUFFICIENT IN SO GREAT A PARADOX, TO HAVE ONCE, OR BY ONE SINGLE REASON, TOUCHED AT THE MATTER; IT IS TO BE FURTHER PROPAGATED, AND WE MUST EXPLAIN HOW A MAGNETICAL ATTRACTION HAPPENS ALSO BETWEEN INANIMATE THINGS, BY A CERTAIN PERCEIVANCE OR FEELING; NOT INDEED ANIMAL OR SENSITIVE, BUT NATURAL. WHICH THING, THAT IT MAY BE THE MORE SERIOUSLY DONE, IT BEHOOVES US FIRST TO SHEW WHAT SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] CAN, OF HIS OWN POWER, CONTRIBUTE TO, AND AFTER WHAT MANNER HE CAN CO-OPERATE IN THE MERELY WICKED [SEXUAL] AND IMPIOUS ACTIONS OF WITCHES: FOR, FROM THENCE IT WILL APPEAR UNTO WHAT CAUSE EVERY EFFECT MAY BE ATTRIBUTED. IN THE NEXT PLACE, WHAT THAT SPIRITUAL POWER MAY BE WHICH TENDS TO A FAR REMOTE OBJECT; OR WHAT MAY BE THE ACTION, PASSION, AND SKIRMISHING BETWEEN NATURAL SPIRITS, OR WHAT MAY BE THE SUPERIORITY OF MAN AS TO OTHER INFERIOR CREATURES; AND, BY CONSEQUENCE, WHY INDEED OUR UNGUENT, BEING COMPOUNDED OF HUMAN MUMMIES, DO THOROUGHLY CURE HORSES ALSO. WE WILL EXPLAIN THE MATTER IN THE FOLLOWING CHAPTER.
CHAP. VI. OF WITCHCRAFT
LET A WITCH THEREFORE BE GRANTED, WHO CAN STRONGLY TORMENT AN ABSENT MAN BY AN IMAGE OF WAX, BY IMPRECATION OR CURSING, BY ENCHANTMENT, OR ALSO BY A FOREGOING TOUCH ALONE, (FOR HERE WE SPEAK NOTHING OF SORCERIES, BECAUSE THEY ARE THOSE WHICH KILL ONLY BY POISON, INASMUCH AS EVERY COMMON APOTHECARY CAN IMITATE THOSE THINGS) THAT THIS ACT IS DIABOLICAL, NO MAN DOUBTS: HOWEVER, IT IS PROFITABLE TO DISCERN HOW MUCH SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] AND HOW MUCH THE WITCH CAN CONTRIBUTE HEREUNTO.
THE FIRST SUPPOSITION
FIRST OF ALL, THOU SHALT TAKE NOTICE, THAT SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] IS THE SWORN AND IRRECONCILABLE ENEMY OF MAN, AND TO BE SO ACCOUNTED BY ALL, UNLESS ANY ONE HAD RATHER HAVE HIM TO BE HIS FRIEND; AND THEREFORE HE MOST READILY PROCURES WHATSOEVER MISCHIEF HE IS ABLE TO CAUSE OR WISH UNTO US, AND THAT WITHOUT DOUBT AND NEGLECT.
THE SECOND SUPPOSITION
AND THEN ALTHOUGH HE BE AN ENEMY TO WITCHES THEMSELVES, FORASMUCH AS HE IS ALSO A MOST MALICIOUS ENEMY TO ALL MANKIND IN GENERAL; YET, IN REGARD THEY ARE HIS BOND-SLAVES, AND THOSE OF HIS KINGDOM, HE NEVER, UNLESS AGAINST HIS WILL BETRAYS THEM, OR DISCOVERS THEM TO JUDGES. FROM THE FORMER SUPPOSITION I CONCLUDE, THAT IF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WERE ABLE OF HIMSELF TO KILL A MAN WHO IS GUILTY OF DEADLY SIN, HE WOULD NEVER DELAY IT; BUT HE DOTH NOT KILL HIM, THEREFORE HE CANNOT. 
NOTWITHSTANDING, THE WITCH DOTH OFTENTIMES KILL; HENCE ALSO SHE CAN KILL THE SAME MAN, NO OTHERWISE THAN AS A PRIVY MURDERER AT THE LIBERTY OF HIS OWN WILL SLAYS ANY ONE WITH A SWORD. THERE IS THEREFORE A CERTAIN POWER OF THE WITCH IN THIS ACTION, WHICH BELONGS NOT TO SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], AND CONSEQUENTLY SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] IS NOT THE PRINCIPAL EFFICIENT AND EXECUTOR OF THAT MURDER; FOR OTHERWISE IF HE WERE THE EXECUTIONER THEREOF, HE WOULD IN NOWISE STAND IN NEED OF THE WITCH AS HIS ASSISTANT; BUT HE ALONE HAD SOON TAKEN THE GREATEST PART OF MEN OUT OF THE WAY. SURELY MOST MISERABLE WERE THE CONDITIONS OF MORTALS WHO SHOULD BE SUBJECT TO SUCH A TYRANT, AND STAND LIABLE TO HIS COMMANDS; WE HAVE TOO FAITHFUL A GOD, THEN THAT HE SHOULD SUBJECT THE WORK OF HIS OWN HANDS TO THE ARBITRARY DOMINION OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]. THEREFORE, IN THIS ACT, THERE IS A CERTAIN POWER PLAINLY PROPER AND NATURAL TO THE WITCH WHICH BELONGS NOT TO SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]. MOREOVER, OF WHAT NATURE, EXTENT, AND QUALITY THAT POWER MAY BE, WE MUST MORE EXACTLY SIFT OUT. IN THE FIRST PLACE, IT IS MANIFEST THAT IT IS NO CORPOREAL STRENGTH OF THE MALE SEX; FOR NEITHER DOTH THERE CONCUR ANY STRONG TOUCHING OF THE EXTREME PARTS OF THE BODY, AND WITCHES ARE FOR THE MOST PART FEEBLE, IMPOTENT, AND MALICIOUS OLD WOMEN, THEREFORE THERE MUST NEEDS BE SOME OTHER POWER, FAR SUPERIOR TO A CORPOREAL ATTEMPT, YET NATURAL TO MAN. THIS POWER THEREFORE WAS TO BE SEATED IN THAT PART WHEREIN WE MOST NEARLY RESEMBLE THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD; AND ALTHOUGH ALL THINGS DO ALSO, AFTER SOME SORT, REPRESENT THAT VENERABLE IMAGE, YET BECAUSE MAN DOTH MOST ELEGANTLY, PROPERLY, AND NEARLY DO THAT, THEREFORE THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD IN MAN DOTH FAR OUTSHINE, BEAR RIFLE OVER, AND COMMAND THE [SEXLESS] IMAGES OF GOD IN ALL OTHER CREATURES; FOR, PERADVENTURE, BY THIS PREROGATIVE, ALL THINGS ARE PUT UNDER HIS FEET. WHEREFORE IF GOD ACT, PER NUTUM, OR BY A BECK, NAMELY BY HIS WORD, SO OUGHT MAN TO ACT SOME THINGS ONLY BY HIS BECK OR WILL, IF HE OUGHT TO BE CALLED HIS TRUE IMAGE: FOR NEITHER IS THAT NEW, IS THAT TROUBLESOME, IS THAT PROPER TO GOD ALONE: FOR SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], THE MOST VILE ABJECT OF CREATURES, DOTH ALSO LOCALLY MOVE BODIES PER NUTUM, OR BY HIS BECK ALONE, SEEING HE HATH NOT EXTREMITIES OR CORPOREAL ORGANS, WHEREBY TO TOUCH, MOVE, OR ALSO TO SNATCH A NEW BODY TO HIMSELF. THAT PRIVILEGE THEREFORE OUGHT NO LESS TO BELONG TO THE INWARD MAN, AS HE IS A SPIRIT, IF HE OUGHT TO REPRESENT THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD, AND THAT INDEED NOT ALL IDLE ONE; IF WE CALL THIS FACULTY MAGICAL, AND THOU BEING BADLY INSTRUCTED, ART TERRIFIED AT THIS WORD, THOU MAYEST, FOR ME, CALL IT A SPIRITUAL STRENGTH OR EFFICACY: FOR, TRULY, WE ARE NOTHING SOLICITOUS ABOUT NAMES. I ALWAYS, AS IMMEDIATELY AS I CAN, CAST AN EYE UPON THE THING ITSELF. THAT MAGICAL POWER, THEREFORE, IS IN THE INWARD MAN, WHETHER THOU, BY THIS ETYMOLOGY, OR TRUE WORD, UNDERSTANDS THE SOUL OR THE VITAL SPIRIT THEREOF, IT IS NOW INDIFFERENT TO US; SINCE THERE IS A CERTAIN PROPORTION OF THE INTERNAL MAN TOWARDS THE EXTERNAL IN ALL THINGS, GLOWING OR GROWING AFTER ITS OWN MANNER, WHICH IS AN APPROPRIATED DISPOSITION, AND PROPORTIONED PROPERTY. WHEREFORE THE POWER OR FACULTY MUST NEEDS BE DISPERSED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE MAN; IN THE SOUL, INDEED, MORE VIGOROUS, BUT IN THE FLESH AND BLOOD FAR MORE REMISS.
CHAP. VII. OF THE VITAL SPIRIT
THE VITAL SPIRIT IN THE FLESH AND BLOOD PERFORMS THE OFFICE OF THE SOUL; THAT IS, IT IS THE SAME SPIRIT IN THE OUTWARD MAN, WHICH, IN THE SEED, FORMS THE WHOLE FIGURE, THAT MAGNIFICENT STRUCTURE AND PERFECT DELINEATION OF MAN, AND WHICH HATH KNOWN THE ENDS OF THINGS TO BE DONE, BECAUSE IT CONTAINS THEM; AND THE WHICH AS PRESIDENT ACCOMPANIES THE NEW FRAMED YOUNG, EVEN UNTO THE PERIOD OF ITS LIFE; AND THE WHICH, ALTHOUGH IT DEPART THEREWITH, SOME SMACKS OR SMALL QUANTITY, AT LEAST, THEREOF REMAINS IN A CARCASS SLAIN BY, VIOLENCE, BEING AS IT WERE MOST EXACTLY CO-FERMENTED WITH THE SAME. BUT, FROM A DEAD CARCASS THAT WAS EXTINCT OF ITS OWN ACCORD, AND FROM NATURE FAILING, AS WELL THE IMPLANTED AS INFLOWING SPIRIT PASSED FORTH AT ONCE. FOR WHICH REASON, PHYSICIANS DIVIDE THIS SPIRIT INTO THE IMPLANTED OR MUMMIAL, AND INFLOWING OR ACQUIRED SPIRIT, WHICH DEPARTS; TO WIT, WITH THE FORMER LIFE AND THIS INFLUXING SPIRIT THEY AFTERWARDS SUBDIVIDE INTO THE NATURAL, VITAL, AND ANIMAL SPIRIT; BUT, WE LIKEWISE, DO HERE COMPREHEND THEM ALL AT ONCE IN ONE SINGLE WORD. THE SOUL THEREFORE BEING WHOLLY A SPIRIT COULD NEVER MOVE OR STIR UP THE VITAL SPIRIT, (BEING INDEED CORPOREAL), MUCH LESS FLESH AND BONES, UNLESS A CERTAIN NATURAL POWER, YET MAGICAL AND SPIRITUAL, DID DESCEND FROM THE SOUL [AND BODY] INTO THE SPIRIT AND BODY. AFTER WHAT SORT, I PRAY, COULD THE CORPOREAL SPIRIT OBEY THE COMMANDS OF THE SOUL, UNLESS THERE SHOULD BE A COMMAND FROM HER FOR MOVING OF THE SPIRIT, AND AFTERWARDS THE BODY? BUT AGAINST THIS MAGICAL MOTIVE FACULTY THOU WILL FORTHWITH OBJECT, THAT THAT POWER IS LIMITED WITHIN HER COMPOSED BODY, AND HER OWN NATURAL INN: THEREFORE ALTHOUGH WE CALL THIS SOUL A MAGICIANNESS, YET IT SHALL BE ONLY A WRESTING AND ABUSE OF THE NAME; FOR TRULY THE TRUE AND SUPERSTITIOUS MAGIC DRAWS NOT ITS FOUNDATION FROM THE SOUL; SEEING THIS SAME SOUL IS NOT ABLE TO MOVE, ALTER, OR EXITE ANY THING OUT OF ITS OWN BODY. I ANSWER, THAT THIS POWER, AND THAT NATURAL MAGIC OF THE SOUL WHICH SHE EXERCISES NOT OF HERSELF, BY VIRTUE OF THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD, DOTH NOW LIE HID AS OBSCURE IN MAN, AND AS IT WERE LIE ASLEEP SINCE THE [SEXUAL] FALL OR [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION OF ADAM, AND STANDS IN NEED OR STIRRING UP; ALL WHICH PARTICULARS WE SHALL ANON IN THEIR PROPER PLACE PROVE; WHICH SAME POWER, HOW DROWSY AND AS IT WERE DRUNK SOEVER, IT OTHERWISE REMAINS DAILY IN US, YET IT IS SUFFICIENT TO PERFORM ITS OFFICES IN ITS OWN BODY.
CHAP. VIII. OF THE MAGICAL POWER
THEREFORE, THE KNOWLEDGE AND POWER MAGICAL, AND THAT FACULTY IN MAN WHICH ACTETH ONLY PER NUTUM, SLEEPS SINCE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE APPLE WAS EATEN; AND AS LONG AS THIS KNOWLEDGE (WHICH IS OF THE FLESH AND BLOOD, GROSS AND MATERIAL BELONGING TO THE EXTERNAL MAN AND DARKNESS) FLOURISHES, THE MORE NOBLE MAGICAL POWER IS LYING DORMANT. BUT BECAUSE IN SLEEP THIS OUTWARD OR SENSUAL KNOWLEDGE IS SOMETIMES DORMANT, HENCE IT IS THAT OUR DREAMS ARE SOMETIMES PROPHETICAL, AND GOD HIMSELF IS THEREFORE NEARER UNTO MAN IN DREAMS, THROUGH THAT EFFECT, VIZ. WHEN THE MORE INWARD MAGIC OF THE SOUL BEING UNINTERRUPTED BY THE FLESH, DIFFUSES ITSELF ON EVERY SIDE INTO THE UNDERSTANDING; EVEN AS WHEN IT SINKS ITSELF INTO THE INFERIOR POWERS THEREOF IT SAFELY LEADS THOSE WHO WALK IN THEIR SLEEP BY MOVING OR CONDUCTING THEM, WHITHER THOSE THAT WERE AWAKE COULD NOT SURMOUNT OR CLIMB. THEREFORE WE ESTABLISH THIS POINT, VIZ. THAT THERE IS INHERENT IN THE SOUL A CERTAIN MAGICAL VIRTUE GIVEN HER BY GOD, NATURALLY PROPER AND BELONGING TO HER, IN ASMUCH AS WE ARE HIS [SEXLESS] IMAGE AND ENGRAVEMENT; AND IN THIS RESPECT SHE ACTS ALSO IN A PECULIAR MANNER, SPIRITUALLY ON AN OBJECT AT A DISTANCE, AND THAT MORE POWERFULLY THAN BY ANY CORPOREAL ASSISTANCE; FOR SEEING THE SOUL IS THE PRINCIPAL PART OF THE BODY, THEREFORE ALL ACTION BELONGING TO HER IS SPIRITUAL, MAGICAL, AND OF THE GREATEST VALIDITY. WHICH POWER MAN IS ABLE, BY THE ART OF THE CABALA, TO EXCITE IN HIMSELF AT HIS OWN PLEASURE, AND THESE, AS WE HAVE BEFORE SAID, ARE CALLED ADEPTS; WHO ARE GOVERNED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD? THUS, WE HAVE ENDEAVORED TO SHEW THAT MAN PREDOMINATES OVER ALL OTHER CREATURES THAT ARE CORPOREAL, AND THAT BY HIS MAGICAL FACULTY HE IS ABLE TO SUBDUE THE MAGICAL VIRTUES OF ALL OTHER THINGS; WHICH PREDOMINANCE OF MAN, OR THE SOUL'S NATURAL MAGIC, SOME HAVE IGNORANTLY ATTRIBUTED SOLELY TO VERSES, CHARMS, SIGNS, CHARACTERS, BY WHICH HIERARCHY OR HOLY DOMINION INHERENT IN MAN, THOSE EFFECTS, WHATEVER THEY MAY BE, ARE WROUGHT, WHICH SOME (WHO BUT TOO CORPOREALLY PHILOSOPHIZE) HAVE ATTRIBUTED TO THE DOMINION OF SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]. HIGH AND SACRED IS THE FORCE OF THE MICROCOSMICAL SPIRIT, WHICH, AS IS EVIDENT IN PREGNANT WOMEN, STAMPS UPON THE YOUNG, THE IMAGE AND PROPERTIES OF A THING DESIRED, AS WE HAVE BEFORE INSTANCED IN A CHERRY, WHICH, WITHOUT THE TRUNK OF A TREE, BRINGS FORTH A TRUE CHERRY, THAT IS FLESH AND BLOOD, ENNOBLED WITH THE PROPERTIES AND POWER OF THE MORE INWARD OR REAL CHERRY, BY THE CONCEPTION OF THE IMAGINATION ALONE; FROM WHENCE ARE TWO NECESSARY CONSEQUENCES. FIRST, THAT ALL THE SPIRITS, AND AS IT WERE THE ESSENCES OF ALL THINGS, LIE HID IN US, AND ARE BORN AND BROUGHT FORTH ONLY BY THE WORKING, POWER, AND PHANTASY OF THE MICROCOSM. THE SECOND IS, THAT THE SOUL, IN CONCEIVING, GENERATES A CERTAIN IDEA OF THE THING CONCEIVED; THE WHICH, AS IT BEFORE LAY HID UNKNOWN, LIKE FIRE IN A FLINT, SO BY THE STIRRING UP OF THE PHANTASY THERE IS PRODUCED A CERTAIN REAL IDEA, WHICH IS NOT A NAKED QUALITY, BUT SOMETHING LIKE A SUBSTANCE, HANGING IN SUSPENSE BETWEEN A BODY AND A SPIRIT, THAT IS THE SOUL. THAT MIDDLE BEING IS SO SPIRITUAL, THAT IT IS NOT PLAINLY EXEMPTED FROM A CORPOREAL CONDITION, SINCE THE ACTIONS OF THE SOUL ARE LIMITED ON THE BODY, AND THE INFERIOR ORDERS OF FACULTIES DE ENDING UPON IT, NOR YET SO CORPOREAL THAT IT MAY BE ENCLOSED BY DIMENSIONS, THE WHICH WE HAVE ALSO RELATED TO BE ONLY PROPER TO A SEMINAL BEING. THIS IDEAL ENTITY, THEREFORE, WHEN IT FALLS OUT OF THE INVISIBLE AND INTELLECTUAL WORLD OF THE MICROCOSM, IT PUTS ON A BODY, AND THEN IT IS FIRST ENCLOSED BY THE LIMITATION OF PLACE AND NUMBERS. THE OBJECT OF THE UNDERSTANDING IS IN ITSELF A NAKED AND PURE ESSENCE, NOT AN ACCIDENT, BY THE CONSENT OF PRACTICAL, THAT IS, MYSTICAL DIVINES; THEREFORE, THIS PROTEUS OR TRANSFERABLE ESSENCE, THE UNDERSTANDING DOTH, AS IT WERE, PUT ON AND CLOTHE ITSELF, WITH THIS CONCEIVED ESSENCE. BUT BECAUSE EVERY BODY, WHETHER EXTERNAL OR INTERNAL, HATH, ITS MAKING IN ITS OWN PROPER IMAGE, THE UNDERSTANDING KNOWS OR DISCERNS NOT, THE WILL [SEXLESSLY] LOVES AND WILLS NOT, THE MEMORY RECOLLECTS NOT, BUT BY IMAGES OR LIKENESSES: THE UNDERSTANDING THEREFORE, PUTS ON THIS SAME IMAGE OF ITS OBJECT; AND BECAUSE THE SOUL IS THE PURE SIMPLE FORM OF THE BODY, WHICH TURNS ITSELF ABOUT TO EVERY MEMBER, THEREFORE THE ACTING UNDERSTANDING CANNOT HAVE TWO IMAGES AT ONCE, BUT FIRST ONE AND THEN THE OTHER. HE, WHO IS WHOLLY THE LIFE, CREATED ALL THINGS AND HATH SAID, NOTHING IS TO BE EXPECTED AS DEAD OUT OF HIS HAND. LIKEWISE NOTHING CAN COME TO OUR VIEW WHEREIN HIMSELF IS NOT CLEARLY APPARENT OR PRESENT; FOR IT IS SAID, "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD HATH FILLED THE WHOLE GLOBE OF THE EARTH:" AND, AGAIN, "THAT HE CONTAINS OR COMPREHENDS ALL THINGS," THEREFORE THERE IS NOTHING IN BEING, NO CREATURE BUT WHAT POSSESSES A CERTAIN DEGREE OF DIVINE FIRE AND LIFE, YET LYING DORMANT OR UNEXCITED, TILL STIRRED UP BY THE ART, POWER, AND OPERATION OF MAN.
CHAP. IX. OF THE EXCITING OR STIRRING UP THE MAGICAL VIRTUE
EVERY MAGICAL VIRTUE THEREFORE STANDS IN NEED OF AN EXCITEMENT, BY WHICH A CERTAIN SPIRITUAL VAPOR IS STIRRED UP, BY REASON WHEREOF THE PHANTASY WHICH PROFOUNDLY SLEEPS IS AWAKENED, AND THERE BEGINS AN ACTION OF THE CORPOREAL SPIRIT, AS A MEDIUM, WHICH IS THAT OF MAGNETISM, AND IS EXCITED BY A FORE-GOING TOUCH. THERE IS A MAGICAL VIRTUE, BEING AS IT WERE ABSTRACTED FROM THE BODY, WHICH IS WROUGHT BY THE STIRRING UP OF THE POWER OF THE SOUL, FROM WHENCE THERE ARE MADE MOST POTENT PROCREATIONS, AND MOST FAMOUS IMPRESSIONS, AND STRONG EFFECTS, SO THAT NATURE IS ON EVERY SIDE A MAGICIANNESS, AND ACTS BY HER OWN PHANTASY; AND BY HOW MUCH THE MORE SPIRITUAL HER PHANTASY IS, SO MUCH THE MORE POWERFUL IT IS, THEREFORE THE DENOMINATION OF MAGIC IS TRULY PROPORTIONABLE OR CONCORDANT. NOW THE HIGHEST SORT OF MAGIC IS THAT WHICH IS STIRRED UP FROM AN INTELLECTUAL CONCEPTION, AND INDEED THAT OF THE INWARD MAN IS ONLY TO BE EXCITED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND BY HIS GIFT THE CABALA; BUT THAT OF THE EXTERNAL MAN IS STIRRED UP BY A STRONG IMAGINATION, BY A DAILY AND HEIGHTENED SPECULATION, AND, IN WITCHES, BY THE DEVIL. BUT THE MAGICAL VIRTUE OF THE EXHALED SPIRITUOUS VAPOR, OR SUBTILL SPIRITS SENT FROM THE BODY, WHICH BEFORE LAY IN POTENTIA, OR BY WAY OF POSSIBILITY ONLY, IS EITHER EXCITED BY A MORE STRONG IMAGINATION, THE MAGICIAN MAKING USE OF THE BLOOD AS A MEDIUM, AND ESTABLISHING HIS KINDLED ENTITY THEREON, OR BY THE ASCENDING PHANTASY OF THE WEAPON SALVE, THE EXCITERESS OF THE PROPERTY LYING IN THE BLOOD; ELSE BY A FOREGOING APPOINTMENT OR DISPOSITION OF THE BLOOD UNTO [SEXUAL] CORRUPTION, VIZ. WHEREBY THE ELEMENTS ARE DISPOSED UNTO A SEPARATION, AND THE ESSENCES (WHICH CANNOT PUTREFY) AND THE ESSENTIAL PHANTASIES, WHICH LAY HID IN THE PROPERTIES COME FORTH INTO ACTION. THE PHANTASY THEREFORE, OF ANY SUBJECT WHATSOEVER HAS OBTAINED A STRONG APPETITE TO THE SPIRIT OF ANOTHER THING, FOR THE MOVING OF SOME CERTAIN THING IN PLACE, FOR THE ATTRACTING, REPELLING, OR EXPULSION THEREOF; AND THERE AND NOT ELSEWHERE WE ACKNOWLEDGE MAGNETISM AS THE NATURAL MAGICAL ENDOWMENT OF THAT THING FIRMLY PLANTED IN IT BY GOD. THERE IS THEREFORE A CERTAIN FORMAL PROPERTY SEPARATED FROM SYMPATHETICAL AND ABSTRUSE QUALITIES; BECAUSE THE MOTIVE PHANTASY OF THESE QUALITIES DO NOT DIRECTLY FLY UNTO A LOCAL MOTION, BUT ONLY TO AN ALTERNATIVE MOTION OF THE OBJECT. NOW IT IS SUFFICIENT THAT (IF A MAN HAPPENS TO RECEIVE MANY WOUNDS IN HIS BODY) BLOOD BE HAD ONLY FROM ONE OF THESE WOUNDS, AND FROM THIS ONE THE REST ARE CURED ALSO, BECAUSE THAT BLOOD KEEPS A CONCORDANT HARMONY WITH THE SPIRIT OF THE WHOLE, AND DRAWS FORTH FROM THE SAME THE OFFENSIVE QUALITY COMMUNICATED, NOT ONLY TO THE LIPS OF THE WOUND, BUT TO THE WHOLE MAN, FOR FROM ONE WOUND ONLY THE WHOLE MAN IS LIABLE TO GROW FEVERISH. THEREFORE, THE OUT-CHASED BLOOD BEING RECEIVED ON THE WEAPON IS INTRODUCED INTO THE MAGNETIC UNGUENT. FOR THEN THE PHANTASY OF THE BLOOD, BEING OTHERWISE AS YET DROWSY AND SLOW TO ACTION, BEING STIRRED UP BY THE VIRTUE OF THE MAGNETIC UNGUENT, AND THERE FINDING THE BALSAMIC VIRTUE OF IT, DESIRES THE QUALITY INDUCED INTO IT, TO BE BESTOWED ON ITSELF THROUGHOUT, AND FROM THENCE BY A SPIRITUAL MAGNETISM TO DRAW OUT ALL THE STRANGE TINCTURE OF THE WOUND, WHICH, SEEING IT CANNOT FITLY ENOUGH EFFECT BY ITSELF, IT IMPLORES THE AID OF THE MOSS, BLOOD, FAT, AND MUMMY, WHICH ARE CONJOINED TOGETHER INTO SUCH A BALSAM, WHICH NOT BUT BY ITS OWN PHANTASY BECOMES ALSO MEDICINAL, MAGNETICAL, AND IS ALSO A TRACTOR OF ALL THE STRANGE QUALITIES OUT OF THE BODY, WHOSE FRESH BLOOD, ABOUNDING WITH SPIRIT, IS CARRIED UNTO IT, WHETHER IT SHALL BE THAT OF A MAN OR ANY OTHER LIVING CREATURE. THE PHANTASY THEREFORE IS A RETURNER, OR REDUCIBLE AND ECSTATICAL, FROM PART OF THE BLOOD THAT IS FRESH AND NEWLY BROUGHT UNTO THE UNGUENT; BUT THE MAGNETIC ATTRACTION BEGAN IN THE BLOOD IS PERFECTED BY THE MEDICINAL VIRTUE OF THE UNGUENT; NOT THAT THE UNGUENT DRAWS THE INFIRMITY OF THE WOUND UNTO ITSELF, BUT IT ALTERS THE BLOOD NEWLY BROUGHT UNTO IT, IN ITS SPIRIT, AND MAKES IT MEDICINAL, AND STIRS UP THE POWER THEREOF: FROM THENCE IT CONTRACTS A CERTAIN MEDICINAL VIRTUE, WHICH RETURNS UNTO ITS WHOLE BODY TO CORRECT THE SPIRIT OF THE BLOOD THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE MAN. NOW, TO MANIFEST A GREAT MYSTERY, VIZ. TO SHEW THAT IN MAN THERE IS PLACED A GREAT EFFICACY WHEREBY HE MAY BE ABLE ONLY BY HIS BECK, (AS WE BEFORE MENTIONED) NOD OR PHANTASY, TO ACT OUT OF HIMSELF, AND TO IMPRINT A VIRTUE, A CERTAIN INFLUENCE WHICH AFTERWARDS PERSEVERES, OR CONSTANTLY SUBSISTS BY ITSELF, AND ACTS UPON OBJECTS AT A VERY GREAT DISTANCE; BY WHICH ONLY MYSTERY, THOSE THINGS WHICH WE HAVE SPOKEN (RELATIVE TO IDEAL ENTITY CONVEYED IN A SPIRITUAL FEWEL, AND DEPARTING FAR FROM HOME TO EXECUTE ITS OFFICES, CONCERNING THE MAGNETISM OF ALL THINGS BEGOTTEN IN THE IMAGINATION OF MAN, AS IN THAT WHICH IS PROPER TO EVERY THING, AND ALSO CONCERNING THE MAGICAL SUPERIORITY OF MEN OVER ALL OTHER BODIES,) WILL PLAINLY AND CONSPICUOUSLY APPEAR.
CHAP. X. OF THE MAGICAL VIRTUE OF THE SOUL, AND THE MEDIUMS BY WHICH IT ACTS
SOMETHING MORE WE WILL ADD, BEFORE WE DISMISS THE PRESENT SUBJECT, WHICH IS THAT IF A NAIL, DART, KNIFE, OR SWORD, OR ANY OTHER IRON INSTRUMENT BE THRUST INTO THE HEART OF A HORSE, IT WILL BIND AND WITHHOLD THE SPIRIT OF A WITCH, AND CONJOIN IT WITH THE MUMMIAL SPIRIT OF THE HORSE, WHEREBY THEY MAY BE BURNT IN THE FIRE TOGETHER, AND BY THAT THE WITCH IS TORMENTED, AS BY A STING OR BURNING, BY WHICH MEANS SHE MAY BE KNOWN SO THAT SHE WHO IS OFFENSIVE TO GOD, AND DESTRUCTIVE TO MORTAL MEN, MAY BE TAKEN AWAY FROM SOCIETY ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF GOD "THOU SHALT NOT SUFFER A [FORBIDDEN] WITCH TO LIVE;" FOR IF THE WORK BE LIMITED TO ANY OUTWARD OBJECT, THAT WORK THE MAGICAL SOUL NEVER ATTEMPTS WITHOUT A MEDIUM OR MEAN: THEREFORE IT MAKES USE OF THE NAIL, OR SWORD, OR KNIFE, OR ANY OTHER THING AS AFORESAID. NOW THIS BEING PROVED, THAT MAN HATH A POWER OF ACTING, PER NUTUM, OR BY HIS NOD, OR OF MOVING ANY OBJECT REMOTELY PLACED; IT HAS ALSO BEEN SUFFICIENTLY CONFIRMED BY THE SAME NATURAL EXAMPLE, THAT THIS EFFICACY WAS ALSO GIVEN UNTO MAN BY GOD. AND AS EVERY MAGICAL FACULTY LIES DORMANT, AND HAS NEED OF EXCITEMENT, OR STIRRING UP; WHICH IS ALWAYS TRUE, IF THE OBJECT WHEREON IT IS TO ACT IS NOT NEARLY DISPOSED, IF ITS INTERNAL PHANTASY DOTH NOT WHOLLY CONFIRM TO THE IMPRESSION OF THE AGENT, OR ALSO IF THE PATIENT BE EQUAL IN STRENGTH, OR SUPERIOR TO THE AGENT THEREIN. BUT, ON THE CONTRARY, WHERE THE OBJECT IS PLAINLY AND NEARLY DISPOSED, AS STEEL IS, FOR THE RECEIVING OF MAGNETISM, THEN THE PATIENT WITHOUT MUCH STIRRING UP, THE ALONE PHANTASY OF THE MORE OUTWARD MAN BEING DRAWN OUT TO THE WORK AND BOUND UP TO ANY SUITABLE MEAN, YIELDS TO THE MAGNETISM. THEREFORE, WE REPEAT, THE MAGICIAN MUST ALWAYS MAKE USE OF A MEDIUM FOR THEN THE WORDS OR FORMS OF SACRAMENTS DO ALWAYS OPERATE, BECAUSE FROM THE WORK PERFORMED. BUT THE REASON WHY EXORCISMS, CONJURATIONS, CHARMS, INCANTATIONS, DO SOMETIMES FAIL OF THEIR DESIRED EFFECT, IS BECAUSE THE UNEXCITED MIND, OR SPIRIT OF THE EXORCIST, RENDERS THE WORDS DULL OR INEFFECTUAL [THE EVIL SPIRIT FINDS WEAKNESS IN THE EXORCIST]. THEREFORE, NO MAN CAN BE A HAPPY OR SUCCESSFUL MAGICIAN, BUT HIM WHO KNOWS HOW TO STIR UP THE MAGICAL VIRTUE OF HIS SOUL, OR CAN DO IT PRACTICALLY WITHOUT SCIENCE. AND THERE CAN BE NO NEARER MEDIUM OF MAGNETISM, THEN HUMAN BLOOD WITH HUMAN BLOOD. AND NO SYMPATHETIC REMEDIES, MAGNETICAL OR ATTRACTIVE, BUT FROM THE IDEA OR PHANTASY OF THE OPERATOR IMPRESSING UPON IT A VIRTUE AND EFFICACY FROM THE EXCITED POWER IN HIS OWN SOUL. AND NOW TO BRING OUR MAGNETIC TREATISE TO A TOTAL CONCLUSION, WE HAVE TO SAY, THAT WHOEVER, THROUGH IGNORANCE OR OBSTINACY, WILL SAY THERE IS NO VALIDITY OR REASON, OR REALITY IN THE SCIENCE OF MAGNETISM, PROVES HIMSELF UNWORTHY THE SACRED NAME OF PHILOSOPHER, BECAUSE HE CONDEMNS WHAT HE KNOWS NOTHING AT ALL ABOUT. FOR THOSE WHO WILL GIVE THEMSELVES THE LEISURE TO EXAMINE THE TRUTH OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WE HAVE TAUGHT, WILL NOT FIND THEIR EXPECTATION DECEIVED, THEREFORE WILL NOT CONDEMN. BUT WHOEVER SHOULD BE SO SUPERSTITIOUS AS TO ATTRIBUTE A NATURAL EFFECT SO CREATED BY GOD, AND BESTOWED ON THE CREATURE, UNTO THE POWER AND CRAFT OF THE DEVIL, HE FILCHES THE HONOR DUE TO THE OMNIPOTENT CREATOR, AND REPROACHFULLY APPLIES THE SAME UNTO SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA]; THE WHICH (UNDER FAVOR) WILL BE FOUND TO BE EXPRESS IDOLATRY AND BLASPHEMY. "THERE ARE THREE" (AS SAYS THE SCRIPTURE) "WHO BEAR RECORD IN HEAVEN; THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE WORD [JESUS], AND THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN]; AND THESE THREE ARE ONLY ONE." THERE ARE THREE THAT BEAR RECORD ON EARTH; THE BLOOD [JESUS], THE SPIRIT [STEPHEN], AND THE WATER [JOHN]; AND THESE THREE ARE ONLY ONE. WE THEREFORE, WHO HAVE THE LIKE HUMANITY, CONTAIN BLOOD AND SPIRIT OF A CO-LIKE UNITY; AND THE ACTION OF THE BLOOD IS MERELY SPIRITUAL. THEREFORE, IN [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] GENESIS, IT IS NOT CALLED BY THE ETYMOLOGY OF BLOOD, BUT IS MADE REMARKABLE BY THE NAME OF A RED SPIRIT. THEREFORE, LET THOSE WHO WOULD ATTAIN KNOWLEDGE IN THESE THINGS, AND BE PERFECT IN WHAT WE HAVE SET BEFORE THEM, CONSTANTLY MEDITATE AND DESIRE THAT THE FIRST CAUSE AND ARCHETYPE OF ALL THINGS WOULD GRACIOUSLY AND MERCIFULLY ILLUMINATE THEIR MINDS; WITHOUT WHICH, THEY GROPE BUT IN DARKNESS AND UNCERTAINTY, AND ARE SUBJECT TO THE DELUSIONS OF IMPURE SPIRITS AND DEVILS, WHO ARE ONLY TO BE PUT TO FLIGHT BY PUTTING ON THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD, IN WHOM WE ALL LIVE, MOVE, BREATHE, AND HAVE OUR BEING.
END OF MAGNETISM
THE CABALA OR, THE SECRET MYSTERIES OF CEREMONIAL MAGIC
CABALISTICAL MAGIC. CHAP. I. OF THE CABALA
WE SHALL NOW TURN OUR PEN TO THE EXPLAINING OF THE HIGH AND MYSTERIOUS SECRETS OF THE CABALA, BY WHICH ONLY WE CAN KNOW THE TRUTH; AND LIKEWISE HOW TO PREPARE OUR MIND AND SPIRIT FOR THE CONTEMPLATION OF THE GREATEST AND BEST PART OF MAGIC, WHICH WE CALL INTELLECTUAL AND DIVINE, BECAUSE IT CHIEFLY TAKES GOD AND THE GOOD SPIRITS FOR ITS OBJECT; AND AS THE CABALISTIC ART OPENS MANY AND THE CHIEFEST MYSTERIES AND SECRETS OF CEREMONIAL MAGIC. BUT IN RESPECT OF EXPLAINING OR PUBLISHING THOSE FEW SECRETS IN THE CABALA, WHICH ARE AMONGST A FEW WISE MEN, AND COMMUNICATED BY WORD OF MOUTH ONLY, I HOPE THE STUDENT WILL PARDON ME IF I PASS OVER THESE IN SILENCE, BECAUSE WE ARE NOT PERMITTED TO DIVULGE SOME CERTAIN THINGS; BUT THIS WE SHALL DO; WE WILL OPEN ALL THOSE SECRETS WHICH ARE NECESSARY TO BE KNOWN; AND BY THE CLOSE READING OF WHICH, YOU SHALL FIND OUT, OF YOUR OWN HEAD, TO BE BOTH PROFITABLE AND DELIGHTFUL. THEREFORE, ALL WE SOLICIT IS, THAT THOSE WHO PERCEIVE THOSE SECRETS SHOULD KEEP THEM TOGETHER AS SECRETS, AND NOT EXPOSE OR BABBLE THEM TO THE UNWORTHY; BUT REVEAL THEM ONLY TO FAITHFUL, DISCREET, AND CHOSEN FRIENDS. AND WE WOULD CAUTION YOU IN THIS BEGINNING, THAT EVERY MAGICAL EXPERIMENT FLIES FROM THE PUBLIC, SEEKING TO BE HID, IS STRENGTHENED AND CONFIRMED BY SILENCE, BUT IS DESTROYED BY PUBLICATION; NEVER DOES ANY COMPLETE EFFECT FOLLOW AFTER: LIKEWISE ALL THE VIRTUE OF THY WORKS WILL SUFFER DETRIMENT WHEN POURED INTO WEAK, PRATING, AND INCREDULOUS MINDS; THEREFORE, IF THOU WOULD BE A MAGICIAN, AND GAIN FRUIT FROM THIS ART, TO BE SECRET, AND TO MANIFEST TO NONE, EITHER THY WORK, OR PLACE, OR TIME, NOR THY DESIRE, OR WILL, EXCEPT IT BE TO A MASTER OR PARTNER, OR COMPANION, WHO SHOULD LIKEWISE BE FAITHFUL, DISCREET, SILENT, AND DIGNIFIED BY NATURE AND EDUCATION; SEEING THAT EVEN THE PRATING OF A COMPANION, HIS UNBELIEF, DOUBTING, QUESTIONING, AND, LASTLY, UNWORTHINESS, HINDERS AND DISTURBS THE EFFECT IN EVERY OPERATION.
CHAP. II. WHAT DIGNITY AND PREPARATION IS ESSENTIALLY NECESSARY TO HIM WHO WOULD BECOME A TRUE MAGICIAN
IT IS FIT THAT WE WHO ENDEAVOR TO ATTAIN SO GREAT A HEIGHT SHOULD FIRST STUDY TWO THINGS: VIZ. FIRST, HOW WE SHOULD LEAVE VAIN AND CARNAL AFFECTIONS, FRAIL SENSE AND MATERIAL PASSIONS; SECONDLY, BY WHAT WAYS AND MEANS WE MAY ASCEND TO AN INTELLECT PURE, AND JOINED WITH THE POWERS OF THE CELESTIALS, WITHOUT WHICH WE SHALL NEVER HAPPILY ASCEND TO THE SCRUTINY OF SECRET THINGS, AND TO THE POWER OF WORKING WONDERFUL EFFECTS, NOW, IF THOU ART A MAN PERFECT IN THY UNDERSTANDING, AND CONSTANTLY MEDITATING UPON WHAT WE HAVE IN THIS BOOK WRITTEN, AND WITHOUT DOUBTING, BELIEVETH, THOU SHALT BE ABLE, BY PRAYING, CONSECRATING, DEPRECATING, INVOCATING, TO ATTRACT SPIRITUAL AND CELESTIAL GIFTS, AND TO IMPRINT THEM ON WHATEVER THINGS THOU SHALT PLEASE; AND BY IT TO VIVIFY EVERY MAGICAL WORK.
CHAP. III. THAT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUE GOD IS NECESSARY FOR A MAGICIAN
SEEING THAT THE BEING AND OPERATION OF ALL THINGS DEPEND ON THE MOST HIGH GOD, CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, AND FROM THENCE ON THE OTHER DIVINE POWERS, TO WHOM ALSO IS GRANTED A POWER OF FASHIONING AND CREATING, NOT PRINCIPALLY INDEED, BUT INSTRUMENTALLY, BY VIRTUE OF THE FIRST GREAT CREATOR, (FOR THE BEGINNING OF EVERY THING IS THE FIRST CAUSE; BUT WHAT IS PRODUCED BY THE SECOND CAUSE, IS MUCH MORE PRODUCED BY THE FIRST, WHICH IS THE PRODUCER OF THE SECOND CAUSE, WHICH THEREFORE WE CALL SECONDARIES.) IT IS NECESSARY, THEREFORE, THAT EVERY MAGICIAN SHOULD KNOW THAT VERY GOD, WHICH IS THE FIRST CAUSE AND CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, AND LIKEWISE THE OTHER DIVINE POWERS, (WHICH WE CALL THE SECOND CAUSES,) AND NOT TO BE IGNORANT OF THEM, AND LIKEWISE WHAT HOLY RITES, CEREMONIES, ARE CONFORMABLE TO THEM; BUT, ABOVE ALL, WE ARE TO WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH, AND PLACE OUR FIRM DEPENDENCE UPON THAT ONE ONLY GOD WHO IS THE AUTHOR AND PROMOTER OF ALL GOOD THINGS, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL, MOST BOUNTIFUL AND WISE; THE SACRED LIGHT OF JUSTICE, AND THE ABSOLUTE AND SOLE PERFECTION OF ALL NATURE, AND THE CONTRIVER AND WISDOM THEREOF.
CHAP. IV. OF DIVINE EMANATIONS, AND TEN SEPHIROTHS, AND TEN MOST SACRED NAMES OF GOD WHICH RULE THEM, AND THE INTERPRETATION OF THEM
GOD HIMSELF, ALTHOUGH HE IS TRINITY IN PERSONS, YET HE IS BUT ONE ONLY SIMPLE ESSENCE; YET WE DOUBT NOT BUT THAT THERE ARE IN HIM MANY DIVINE POWERS, WHICH EMANATE OR FLOW FROM HIM. THE CABALISTS MOST LEARNED IN DIVINE THINGS HAVE RECEIVED THE TEN PRINCIPAL NAMES OF GOD, AS CERTAIN DIVINE POWERS, OR, AS IT WERE, MEMBERS OF GOD; WHICH, BY TEN NUMERATIONS, WHICH WE CALL SEPHIROTH, AS IT WERE VESTMENTS, INSTRUMENTS, OR EXEMPLARS OF THE ARCHETYPE, HAVE AN INFLUENCE UPON ALL CREATED THINGS, FROM THE HIGHEST TO THE LOWEST; YET BY A CERTAIN ORDER: FOR FIRST AND IMMEDIATELY THEY HAVE INFLUENCE UPON THE NINE ORDERS OF ANGELS AND QUIRE OF BLESSED SOULS, AND BY THEM INTO THE CELESTIAL SPHERES, PLANETS AND MEN; BY THE WHICH SEPHIROTH EVERY THING RECEIVES POWER AND VIRTUE. THE FIRST OF THESE IS THE NAME EHEIA, THE NAME OF THE DIVINE ESSENCE; HIS NUMERATION IS CALLED CETHER, WHICH IS INTERPRETED A CROWN OR DIADEM, AND SIGNIFIES THE MOST SIMPLE ESSENCE OF THE DIVINITY; AND IT IS CALLED THAT WHICH THE EYE SEE NOT; AND IS ATTRIBUTED TO GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND HATH ITS INFLUENCE BY THE ORDER OF SERAPHIM’S, OR HAJOTH HAKADOS, THAT IS, CREATURES OF HOLINESS; AND THEN BY THE PRIMUM MOBILE, IT BESTOWS THE GIFT OF BEING UPON ALL THINGS, AND FILLS THE WHOLE UNIVERSE, BOTH THROUGH THE CIRCUMFERENCE AND CENTER; WHOSE PARTICULAR INTELLIGENCE IS CALLED MERATTRON, THAT IS THE PRINCE OF FACES, WHOSE DUTY IT IS TO BRING OTHERS TO THE FACE OF THE PRINCE; AND BY HIM THE LORD SPOKE TO MOSES. THE SECOND NAME IS JOD, OR TETRAGRAMMATON JOINED WITH JOD; HIS NUMERATION IS HOCHMA, THAT IS, WISDOM, AND SIGNIFIES THE DIVINITY FULL OF IDEAS, AND THE FIRST BEGOTTEN; AND IS ATTRIBUTED TO THE SON, AND HAS ITS INFLUENCE BY THE ORDER OF CHERUBIM’S, OR THAT THE HEBREWS CALL ORPHANIM, FORMS OR WHEELS; AND FROM THENCE INTO THE STARRY HEAVENS, WHERE HE FRAMES SO MANY FIGURES AS HE HATH IDEAS IN HIMSELF, AND DISTINGUISHES THE VERY CHAOS OF THE CREATURES, BY A PARTICULAR INTELLIGENCE CALLED RAZIEL, WHO WAS THE RULER OF ADAM. THE THIRD NAME IS CALLED TETRAGRAMMATON ELOHIM; HIS NUMERATION IS NAMED PRINA, VIZ. PROVIDENCE AND UNDERSTANDING; AND SIGNIFIES REMISSNESS, QUIETNESS, THE JUBILEE, PENITENTIAL CONVERSION, A GREAT TRUMPET, REDEMPTION OF THE WORLD, AND THE LIFE OF THE WORLD TO COME: IT IS ATTRIBUTED TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND HATH HIS INFLUENCE BY THE ORDER OF THRONES, OR WHICH THE HEBREWS CALL ABALIM, THAT IS GREAT ANGELS, MIGHTY AND STRONG; AND FROM THENCE, BY THE SPHERE OF SATURN, ADMINISTERS FORM TO THE UNSETTLED MATTER, WHOSE PARTICULAR INTELLIGENCE IS ZAPHKIEL, THE RULER OF NOAH, AND ANOTHER INTELLIGENCE NAMED JOPHIEL, THE RULER OF SEM; AND THESE ARE THE THREE SUPREME AND HIGHEST NUMERATIONS, AS IT WERE, SEATS OF THE DIVINE PERSONS, BY WHOSE COMMAND ALL THINGS ARE MADE; BUT ARE EXECUTED BY THE OTHER SEVEN, WHICH ARE THEREFORE CALLED NUMERATIONS FRAMING. THE FOURTH NAME IS EL, WHOSE NUMERATION IS HESED, WHICH SIGNIFIES CLEMENCY OR GOODNESS; LIKEWISE GRACE, MERCY, PIETY, MAGNIFICENCE, THE SCEPTER, AND RIGHT-HAND; AND HATH ITS INFLUX BY THE ORDER OF DOMINATIONS, WHICH THE HEBREWS CALLED HASMALIM; AND SO THROUGH THE SPHERE OF JUPITER FASHIONS THE IMAGES OF BODIES, BESTOWING CLEMENCY AND PACIFYING JUSTICE ON ALL: HIS PARTICULAR INTELLIGENCE IS ZADKIEL, THE RULER OF ABRAHAM. THE FIFTH NAME IS ELOHIM GIBOR, THAT IS, THE MIGHTY GOD, PUNISHING THE SINS OF THE WICKED [SEXUAL] AND HIS NUMERATION IS CALLED GEBUSACH, WHICH IS TO SAY, POWER, GRAVITY, FORTITUDE, SECURITY, JUDGMENT, PUNISHING BY SLAUGHTER AND WAR; AND IT IS APPLIED TO THE TRIBUNAL OF GOD, THE GIRDLE, THE SWORD, THE LEFT HAND OF GOD: IT IS ALSO CALLED PACHAD, WHICH IS FEAR; AND HATH HIS INFLUENCE THROUGH THE ORDER OF POWERS, WHICH THE HEBREWS CALL SERAPHIM, AND FROM THENCE THROUGH THE SPHERE OF MARS, TO WHOM BELONGS FORTITUDE, WAR, AND AFFLICTION. IT DRAWS FORTH THE ELEMENTS; AND HIS PARTICULAR INTELLIGENCE IS CAMAEL, THE RULER OF SAMSON. THE SIXTH NAME IS ELOHA, OR A NAME OF FOUR LETTERS JOINED WITH VAUDAHAT; HIS NUMERATION IS TIPHERETH, THAT IS, APPAREL, BEAUTY, GLORY, PLEASURE, AND SIGNIFIES THE TREE OF LIFE, AND HATH HIS INFLUENCE THROUGH THE ORDER OF VIRTUES, WHICH THE HEBREWS CALL MALACHIM, THAT IS, ANGELS, INTO THE SPHERE OF THE SUN, GIVING BRIGHTNESS AND LIFE TO IT, AND FROM THENCE PRODUCING METALS; HIS PARTICULAR INTELLIGENCE IS RAPHAEL, WHO WAS THE RULER OF ISAAC AND TOBY THE YOUNGER, AND THE ANGEL PELIEL, THE RULER OF JACOB. THE SEVENTH NAME IS TETRAGRAMMATON SABAOTH, OR ADONAI SABAOTH, THAT IS, THE GOD OF HOSTS; AND HIS NUMERATION IS NEZAH, THAT IS, TRIUMPH AND VICTORY: THE RIGHT COLUMN IS APPLIED TO IT, AND IT SIGNIFIES THE JUSTICE AND ETERNITY OF A REVENGING GOD; IT HATH ITS INFLUENCE THROUGH THE ORDERS OF PRINCIPALITIES, WHOM THE HEBREWS CALL ELOHIM, GODS, INTO THE SPHERE OF VENUS, GIVES ZEAL AND [SEXLESS] LOVE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND PRODUCES VEGETABLES; HIS INTELLIGENCE IS HANIEL, AND THE ANGEL CERVIEL, THE RULER OF DAVID. THE EIGHTH IS CALLED ALSO ELOHIM SABAOTH, WHICH IS LIKEWISE THE GOD OF HOSTS, NOT OF WAR AND JUSTICE, BUT OF PIETY AND AGREEMENT, FOR THIS NAME SIGNIFIES BOTH, AND PRECEDES HIS ARMY; THE NUMERATION OF THIS IS CALLED HOD, WHICH IS, PRAISE, CONFESSION, HONOR AND FAME; THE LEFT COLUMN IS ATTRIBUTED TO IT; IT HATH HIS INFLUENCE THROUGH THE ORDER OF THE ARCHANGELS, WHICH THE HEBREWS CALL BEN ELOHIM, THAT IS, THE SONS OF GOD, INTO THE SPHERE OF MERCURY, AND GIVES ELEGANCY, AND CONSONANCY OF SPEECH, AND PRODUCES LIVING CREATURES; HIS INTELLIGENCE IS MICHAEL, WHO WAS THE RULER OF SOLOMON. THE NINTH NAME IS CALLED SADAI, THAT IS, OMNIPOTENT, SATISFYING ALL, AND ELHAI, WHICH IS THE LIVING GOD; HIS NUMERATION IS JESOD, THAT IS, FOUNDATION, AND SIGNIFIES A GOOD UNDERSTANDING, A COVENANT, REDEMPTION AND REST; AND HATH HIS INFLUENCE THROUGH THE ORDER OF ANGELS, WHOM THE HEBREWS NAME CHERUBIM, INTO THE SPHERE OF THE MOON CAUSING THE INCREASE AND DECREASE OF ALL THINGS, AND PROVIDES FOR THE GENII AND KEEPERS OF MEN, AND DISTRIBUTES THEM; HIS INTELLIGENCE IS GABRIEL, WHO WAS THE KEEPER OF JOSEPH, JOSHUA, AND DANIEL. THE TENTH NAME IS ADONAI MELECH, THAT IS, LORD AND KING; HIS NUMERATION IS MALCHUTH, THAT IS, KINGDOM AND EMPIRE, AND SIGNIFIES A CHURCH, THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND A GATE; AND HATH HIS INFLUENCE THROUGH THE ORDER OF ANIMASTIC, VIZ. OF BLESSED SOULS, WHICH, BY THE HEBREWS, IS CALLED ISSIM, THAT IS, NOBLES, LORDS, AND PRINCES; THEY ARE INFERIOR TO THE HIERARCHIES, AND HAVE THEIR INFLUENCES ON THE SONS OF MEN, AND GIVE KNOWLEDGE AND THE WONDERFUL UNDER STANDING OF THINGS, ALSO INDUSTRY AND PROPHECY; AND THE SOUL OF THE MESSIAH IS PRESIDENT AMONGST THEM, OR THE INTELLIGENCE METATRON [ENOCH], WHICH IS CALLED THE FIRST CREATURE, OR THE SOUL OF THE WORLD, WHO WAS THE RULER OF MOSES.
CHAP. V. OF THE POWER AND VIRTUE OF THE DIVINE NAMES
GOD HIMSELF, THOUGH HE BE ONE ONLY ESSENCE, YET HATH DIVER’S NAMES, WHICH EXPOUND NOT HIS DIVER’S ESSENCES OR DEITIES; BUT CERTAIN PROPERTIES FLOWING FROM HIM; BY WHICH NAMES HE POURS DOWN UPON US, AND ALL HIS CREATURES, MANY BENEFITS; TEN OF THOSE NAMES WE HAVE ABOVE DESCRIBED. THE CABALISTS, FROM A CERTAIN TEXT OF EXODUS, DERIVE SEVENTY-TWO NAMES, BOTH OF THE ANGELS AND OF GOD, WHICH THEY CALL THE NAME OF SEVENTY-TWO LETTERS AND SCHEMHAMPHORES, THAT IS, THE EXPOSITORY. FROM THESE THEREFORE, BESIDES THOSE WHICH WE HAVE RECKONED UP BEFORE, IS THE NAME OF THE DIVINE ESSENCE, EHEIA, אהיה WHICH PLATO TRANSLATES ὤΝ, FROM HENCE THEY CALL GOD ΤΟὄΝ, OTHERS ὁΩΝ, THAT IS, THE BEING. HU, הוא, IS ANOTHER NAME REVEALED TO ESAY, SIGNIFYING THE ABYSS OF THE GOD-HEAD, WHICH THE GREEKS TRANSLATE ΤΑΥΤὸΝ, THE LATINS, HIMSELF THE SAME. ESCH, אש, IS ANOTHER NAME RECEIVED FROM MOSES, WHICH SOUNDETH FIRE, AND IS THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD; NA, נא, IS TO BE INVOCATED IN PERTURBATIONS AND TROUBLES. THERE IS ALSO THE NAME JA, יה, AND THE NAME ELION, עליונ, AND THE NAME MACOM, מוקם, THE NAME CAPHU, כפכ THE NAME INNON, יונן AND THE NAME EMETH, WHICH IS INTERPRETED TRUTH, AND IS THE SEAL OF GOD; AND THERE ARE TWO OTHER NAMES, ZUR, זור AND ABEN, אבנ, BOTH OF THESE SIGNIFY A SOLID WORK, AND ONE OF THEM EXPRESSES THE FATHER [STEPHEN] WITH THE SON [JESUS]; AND MANY NAMES WE HAVE PLACED IN THE SCALE OF NUMBERS; AND MANY NAMES OF GOD AND THE ANGELS, ARE EXTRACTED OUT OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES BY OUR CABALA, AND THE NOTARIAN AND GIMETRIAN ARTS, WHERE MANY WORDS RETRACTED BY CERTAIN OF THEIR LETTERS, MAKE UP ONE NAME; OR ONE NAME DISPERSED BY EACH OF ITS LETTERS, SIGNIFIES OR RENDERS MORE. SOMETIMES THEY ARE GATHERED FROM THE HEADS OF WORDS, AS THE NAME AGLA, אגלא, FROM THIS VERSE OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE, VIZ.אתהגיכר לעולמארכי, THAT IS, THE MIGHTY GOD FOR EVER. IN LIKE MANNER THE NAME IAIA, יאיא, FROM THIS VERSE, VIZ. הוהאלהינן יהוהאהר THAT IS, GOD OUR GOD IS ONE GOD; IN LIKE MANNER THE NAME JAVA, יאוא, FROM THIS VERSE, יהי אור זיהיאזר, THAT IS, LET THERE BE LIGHT AND THERE WAS LIGHT: IN LIKE MANNER THE NAME ARARITA, אראריתא FROM THIS VERSE, אהר ראש אהרזתז ראש ייהורו תמורהזואהר, THAT IS, ONE PRINCIPAL OF HIS UNITY, ONE BEGINNING OF HIS INDIVIDUALITY, HIS VICISSITUDE IS ONE THING; AND THIS NAME HACABA, הקבא IS EXTRACTED FROM THIS VERSE, יהקרואכברהוא THE HOLY AND BLESSED ONE; IN LIKE MANNER THIS NAME, JESU, ישו IS FOUND IN THE HEADS OF THESE TWO VERSES, VIZ., יביאשלוהולו, THAT IS UNTIL THE MESSIAH SHALL COME; AND THE OTHER VERSE,  ינון שמוזית, THAT IS, HIS NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ABIDES TILL THE END. THUS, ALSO IS THE NAME AMEN, אמנ, EXTRACTED FROM THIS VERSE, ארנימלר נאטן, THAT IS, THE LORD IS THE FAITHFUL KING. SOMETIMES THESE NAMES ARE EXTRACTED FROM THE ENDS OF WORDS, AS THE SAME AMEN FROM THIS VERSE, לאב והרשעים , THAT IS, THE WICKED [SEXUAL] NOT SO; BUT THE LETTERS ARE TRANSPOSED: SO, BY THE FINAL LETTERS OF THIS VERSE, לימה אמזמח THAT IS, TO ME WHAT? OR WHAT IS HIS NAME? IS FOUND THE NAME TETRAGRAMMATON: IN ALL THESE A LETTER IS PUT FOR A WORD, AND A LETTER EXTRACTED FROM A WORD, EITHER FROM THE BEGINNING, END, OR WHERE YOU PLEASE; AND SOMETIMES THESE NAMES ARE EXTRACTED FROM ALL THE LETTERS, ONE BY ONE, EVEN AS THOSE SEVEN-TWO NAMES OF GOD ARE EXTRACTED FROM THOSE THREE VERSES OF EXODUS, BEGINNING FROM THESE THREE WORDS, יזסעו ידאו יט, THE FIRST AND THE LAST VERSES BEING WRITTEN FROM THE RIGHT TO THE LEFT; BUT THE MIDDLE CONTRARIWISE, FROM THE LEFT TO THE RIGHT, AS WE SHALL SHEW HEREAFTER; AND SO SOMETIMES A WORD IS EXTRACTED FROM A WORD, OR A NAME FROM A NAME, BY THE TRANSPOSITION OF LETTERS, AS MESSIA, משיה, FROM ISMAH, ישמה, AND MICHAEL FROM MALACHI, מלאכי BUT SOMETIMES BY CHANGING THE ALPHABET, WHICH THE CABALISTS CALL ZIRUPH, צירוף SO FROM THE NAME TETRAGRAMMATON,יהוה, ARE DRAWN FORTH מצפצ, MAZ-PAZ, כוזו, KUZU. SOMETIMES, BY REASON OF THE EQUALITY OF THE NUMBERS, NAMES ARE CHANGED, AS METATRON, מטטרון, PRO SADAI שדי, FOR BOTH OF THEM MAKE THREE HUNDRED AND FOURTEEN; SO JIAI, ייאי AND EL, אל, ARE EQUAL IN NUMBER, FOR BOTH MAKE THIRTY-ONE; AND THESE ARE THE HIDDEN SECRETS, CONCERNING WHICH IT IS MOST DIFFICULT TO JUDGE, OR TO DELIVER A PERFECT SCIENCE; NEITHER CAN THEY BE UNDERSTOOD OR TAUGHT IN ANY OTHER LANGUAGE BUT THE HEBREW. THEREFORE, THESE SACRED WORDS HAVE NOT THEIR POWER IN MAGICAL OPERATIONS FROM THEMSELVES, AS THEY ARE WORDS, BUT FROM THE OCCULT DIVINE POWERS WORKING BY THEM IN THE MIND OF THOSE WHO BY FAITH ADHERE TO THEM. WE WILL HERE DELIVER UNTO THEE A SACRED SEAL, EFFICACIOUS AGAINST ANY DISEASE OF MAN, OR ANY GRIEFS WHATSOEVER, IN WHOSE FORE-SIDE ARE THE FOUR-SQUARED NAMES OF GOD, SO SUBORDINATE TO ONE ANOTHER IN A SQUARE, THAT, FROM THE HIGHEST TO THE LOWEST, THOSE MOST HOLY NAMES OR SEALS OF THE GOD-HEAD DO ARISE, WHOSE INTENTION IS INSCRIBED IN THE CIRCUMFERENCE; BUT ON THE BACKSIDE IS INSCRIBED THE SEVEN-LETTERED NAME ARARITHA, AND HIS INTERPRETATION IS WRITTEN ABOUT, VIZ. THE VERSE FROM WHICH IT IS EXTRACTED, EVEN AS YOU MAY SEE IN THE ANNEXED PLATE, WHERE A REPRESENTS THE FORMER PART, B THE HINDER; BUT ALL THIS MUST BE DONE IN MOST PURE GOLD, OR VIRGIN PARCHMENT, PURE, CLEAN, AND UNSPOTTED; ALSO WITH INK MADE OF THE SMOKE OF CONSECRATED WAX-LIGHTS, OR INCENSE AND HOLY WATER. THE OPERATOR MUST BE PURIFIED AND CLEANSED, AND HAVE AN INFALLIBLE HOPE, A CONSTANT FAITH, AND HAVE HIS MIND LIFTED UP TO THE MOST-HIGH GOD, IF HE WOULD SURELY OBTAIN THIS DIVINE POWER. NOW, AGAINST THE DEPREDATIONS OF EVIL SPIRITS AND MEN, AND WHAT DANGERS SOEVER, EITHER OF JOURNEYS, WATERS, ENEMIES, ARMS, IN THE SAME MANNER AS IS ABOVE SAID, THESE CHARACTERS ON THE ONE SIDE כיייי, AND THESE ON THE OTHER צפכה, WHICH ARE THE BEGINNINGS AND ENDS OF THE FIVE FIRST VERSES OF GENESIS, AND REPRESENTATION OF THE CREATION OF THE WORLD; AND, BY THIS LIGATURE, THEY SAY THAT A MAN SHALL BE FREE FROM ALL [SEXUAL] MISCHIEFS, IF THAT HE FIRMLY BELIEVES IN GOD, THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS. NOW THESE BEING DONE ON A SMALL PLATE OF GOLD, AS BEFORE DESCRIBED, (WILL BE FOUND TO HAVE THE EFFECT ABOVE MENTIONED); THE FIGURE OF WHICH YOU MAY LIKEWISE SEE IN THE ANNEXED PLATE, FIG. C AND D, WHERE C SHOWS THE FORMER PART, AND B THE HINDER. NOW LET NO ONE DISTRUST OR WONDER, THAT SACRED WORDS AND DIVINE NAMES APPLIED OUTWARDLY, CAN EFFECT WONDERFUL THINGS, SEEING, BY THEM, THE ALMIGHTY CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH; FOR THERE IS NO NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD AMONGST US (ACCORDING TO MOSES THE EGYPTIAN) WHICH IS NOT TAKEN FROM HIS WORKS, BESIDES THE NAME TETRAGRAMMATON [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHICH IS HOLY, SIGNIFYING THE SUBSTANCE OF THE CREATOR IN A PURE SIGNIFICATION.
CHAP. VI. OF INTELLIGENCES AND SPIRITS, AND OF THE THREE-FOLD KIND OF THEM, AND OF THEIR DIFFERENT NAMES, AND OF INFERNAL AND SUBTERRANEAL SPIRITS
[bookmark: img_pl08][bookmark: img_pl09]NOW, CONSEQUENTLY, WE MUST DISCOURSE OF INTELLIGENCES, SPIRITS, AND ANGELS. AN INTELLIGENCE IS AN INTELLIGIBLE SUBSTANCE, FREE FROM ALL GROSS AND PUTREFYING MASS OF A BODY, IMMORTAL, INSENSIBLE, ASSISTING ALL, HAVING INFLUENCE OVER ALL; AND THE NATURE OF ALL INTELLIGENCES, SPIRITS, AND ANGELS IS THE SAME. BUT I CALL ANGELS HERE, NOT THOSE WHOM WE USUALLY CALL DEVILS, BUT SPIRITS SO CALLED FROM THE PROPRIETY OF THE WORD, AS IT WERE, KNOWING, UNDERSTANDING, AND WISE. BUT OF THESE, ACCORDING TO THE TRADITION OF MAGICIANS, THERE ARE THREE KINDS; THE FIRST OF WHICH WE CALL SUPER-CELESTIAL, AND MINDS ALTOGETHER SEPARATED FROM A BODY, AND, AS IT WERE, INTELLECTUAL SPHERES WORSHIPPING ONE ONLY GOD, AS IT WERE, THEIR MOST FIRM AND STABLE UNITY OR CENTER. WHEREFORE THEY EVEN CALL THEM GODS, BY REASON OF A CERTAIN PARTICIPATION OF THE DIVINITY, FOR THEY ARE ALWAYS FULL OF GOD. THESE ARE ONLY ABOUT GOD, AND RULE NOT THE BODIES OF THE WORLD, NEITHER ARE THEY FITTED FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF INFERIOR THINGS, BUT INFUSE THE LIGHT RECEIVED FROM GOD UNTO THE INFERIOR ORDERS, AND DISTRIBUTE EVERY ONE'S DUTY TO ALL OF THEM. THE CELESTIAL INTELLIGENCES DO NEXT FOLLOW THESE IN THE SECOND ORDER, WHICH THEY CALL WORLDLY ANGELS, VIZ. BEING APPOINTED, BESIDES THE DIVINE WORSHIP FOR THE SPHERES OF THE WORLD, AND FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF EVERY HEAVEN AND STAR; WHENCE THEY ARE DIVIDED INTO SO MANY ORDERS AS THERE ARE HEAVENS IN THE WORLD, AND AS THERE ARE STARS IN THE HEAVENS. AND THEY CALLED THESE SATURNINE, WHO RULE THE HEAVEN OF SATURN, AND SATURN HIMSELF; OTHERS JOVIAL, WHO RULE THE HEAVEN OF JUPITER, AND JUPITER HIMSELF; AND IN LIKE MANNER THEY NAME DIFFERENT ANGELS, AS WELL FOR THE NAME AS THE VIRTUE OF THE OTHER STARS; AND BECAUSE THE OLD ASTROLOGERS MAINTAINED FIFTY-FIVE MOTIONS, THEREFORE THEY INVENTED SO MANY INTELLIGENCES OR ANGELS. THEY PLACED ALSO IN THE STARRY HEAVEN, ANGELS WHO MIGHT RULE THE SIGNS, TRIPLICITIES, DECANS, QUINARIES, DEGREES AND STARS; FOR ALTHOUGH THE SCHOOL OF PERIPATETICS ASSIGN ONE ONLY INTELLIGENCE TO EACH OF THE ORBS OF THE STARS, YET SEEING EVERY STAR AND SMALL PART OF THE HEAVEN HATH ITS PROPER AND DIFFERENT POWER AND INFLUENCE, IT IS NECESSARY ALSO THAT IT HAVE ITS RULING INTELLIGENCE WHICH MAY CONFER POWER AND OPERATE; THEREFORE THEY HAVE ESTABLISHED TWELVE PRINCES OF THE ANGELS, WHO RULE THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC, AND THIRTY-SIX WHO MAY RULE SO MANY DECANS, AND SEVENTY-TWO WHO MAY RULE SO MANY QUINARIES OF HEAVEN, AND THE TONGUES OF MEN AND NATIONS, AND FOUR WHO MAY RULE THE TRIPLICITIES AND ELEMENTS, AND SEVEN GOVERNORS OF THE WHOLE WORLD, ACCORDING TO THE SEVEN PLANETS; AND THEY HAVE GIVEN TO ALL OF THEM NAMES AND SEALS, WHICH THEY CALL CHARACTERS, AND USED THEM IN THEIR INVOCATIONS, INCANTATIONS AND CARVINGS, DESCRIBING THEM IN THE INSTRUMENTS OF THEIR OPERATIONS, IMAGES, PLATES, GLASSES, RINGS, PAPERS, WAX-LIGHTS, AND SUCH LIKE. AND IF AT ANY TIME THEY OPERATED FOR THE SUN, THEY INVOCATED BY THE NAME OF THE SUN AND BY THE NAMES OF SOLAR ANGELS, AND SO OF THE REST. THIRDLY, THEY ESTABLISHED ANGELS AS MINISTERS FOR THE DISPOSING OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE BELOW, WHICH ORIGEN CALLED CERTAIN INVISIBLE POWERS, TO WHICH THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE ON EARTH ARE COMMITTED TO BE DISPOSED OF. FOR SOMETIMES, THEY BEING VISIBLE TO NONE DO DIRECT OUR JOURNEYS AND ALL OUR BUSINESS, ARE OFTEN PRESENT AT BATTLES, AND, BY SECRET HELPS, DO GIVE THE DESIRED SUCCESS TO THEIR FRIENDS; FOR, AT THEIR PLEASURE, THEY CAN PROCURE PROSPERITY, AND INFLICT ADVERSITY. IN LIKE MANNER THEY DISTRIBUTE THESE INTO MORE ORDERS, SO AS SOME ARE FIERY, SOME WATERY, SOME AERIAL, SOME TERRESTRIAL; WHICH FOUR SPECIES OF ANGELS ARE COMPUTED ACCORDING TO THE FOUR POWERS OF THE CELESTIAL SOULS, VIZ. THE MIND, REASON, IMAGINATION, AND VIVIFYING AND MOVING NATURE; HENCE THE FIERY FOLLOW THE MIND OF THE CELESTIAL SOULS, WHENCE THEY CONCUR TO THE CONTEMPLATION OF MORE SUBLIME THINGS; BUT THE AERIAL FOLLOW REASON, AND FAVOR THE RATIONAL FACULTY, AND, AFTER A CERTAIN MANNER, SEPARATE IT FROM THE SENSITIVE AND VEGETATIVE; THEREFORE IT SERVES FOR AN ACTIVE LIFE, AS THE FIERY THE CONTEMPLATIVE; BUT THE WATERY FOLLOW THE IMAGINATION, SERVE FOR A VOLUPTUOUS LIFE; THE EARTHLY FOLLOWING NATURE, FAVORS VEGETABLE NATURE. MOREOVER, THEY DISTINGUISH ALSO THIS KIND OF ANGELS INTO SATURNINE AND JOVIAL, ACCORDING TO THE NAMES OF THE STARS AND THE HEAVENS; FARTHER, SOME ARE ORIENTAL, SOME OCCIDENTAL, SOME MERIDIONAL, SOME SEPTENTRIONAL. MOREOVER, THERE IS NO PART OF THE WORLD DESTITUTE OF THE PROPER ASSISTANCE OF THESE ANGELS, NOT BECAUSE THEY ARE ALONE, BUT BECAUSE THEY REIGN THERE ESPECIALLY; FOR THEY ARE EVERY WHERE, ALTHOUGH SOME ESPECIALLY OPERATE, AND HAVE THEIR INFLUENCE IN THIS PLACE, SOME ELSEWHERE; NEITHER TRULY ARE THESE THINGS TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS THOUGH THEY WERE SUBJECT TO THE INFLUENCE OF THE STARS, BUT AS THEY HAVE CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE HEAVEN ABOVE THE WORLD, FROM WHENCE ESPECIALLY ALL THINGS ARE DIRECTED, AND TO WHICH ALL THINGS OUGHT TO BE CONFORMABLE; WHENCE, AS THESE ANGELS ARE APPOINTED FOR DIVERSE STARS, SO ALSO FOR DIVERSE PLACES AND TIMES; NOT THAT THEY ARE LIMITED TO ANY PLACE OR TIME, NEITHER BY THE BODIES WHICH THEY ARE APPOINTED TO GOVERN, BUT BECAUSE THE DIVINE WISDOM HATH SO DECREED; THEREFORE THEY FAVOR MORE, AND PATRONIZE THOSE BODIES, PLACES, TIMES, STARS: SO THEY HAVE CALLED SOME DIURNAL, SOME NOCTURNAL, OTHERS MERIDIONAL. IN LIKE MANNER SOME ARE CALLED WOODMEN, SOME MOUNTAINEERS, SOME FIELD-MEN, SOME DOMESTICS: HENCE THE GODS OF THE WOODS, COUNTRY GODS, SATYRS, FAMILIARS, FAIRIES OF THE FOUNTAINS, FAIRIES OF THE WOODS, NYMPHS OF THE SEA, THE NAÏADES, NEREÏDES, DRYADES, PIËRIDES, HAMADRYADES, PATUMIDES, HINNIDES AGAPTE, PALES, PARCADES, DODONÆ, FANILÆ, LEVERNÆ, PARCÆ, MUSES, AONIDES, CASTALIDES, HELICONIDES, PEGASIDES, MEONIDES, PHEBIADES, CARNENÆ, THE GRACES, THE GENII, HOBGOBBLINS, AND SUCH LIKE; WHENCE THE VULGAR CALL THEM SUPERIORS, SOME THE DEMI-GODS AND GODDESSES: SOME OF THESE ARE SO FAMILIAR AND ACQUAINTED WITH MEN, THAT THEY ARE EVEN AFFECTED WITH HUMAN PERTURBATIONS; BY WHOSE INSTRUCTIONS PLATO THINKS THAT MEN DO OFTENTIMES WONDERFUL THINGS, EVEN AS BY THE INSTRUCTION OF MEN; SOME BEASTS WHICH ARE MOST NIGH TO US, APES, DOGS, ELEPHANTS, DO OFTEN STRANGE THINGS ABOVE THEIR SPECIES; AND THEY WHO HAVE WRITTEN THE CHRONICLES OF THE DANES AND NORWEGIANS, DO TESTIFY THAT SPIRITS OF SEVERAL KINDS IN THOSE REGIONS ARE SUBJECT TO MEN'S COMMANDS; MOREOVER, SOME OF THESE APPEAR CORPOREAL AND MORTAL, WHOSE BODIES ARE BEGOTTEN AND DIE; YET TO BE LONG-LIVED IS THE OPINION OF THE EGYPTIANS AND PLATONISTS, AND ESPECIALLY APPROVED BY PROCLUS, PLUTARCH ALSO, AND DEMETRIUS THE PHILOSOPHER, AND ÆMILIANUS THE RHETORICIAN, AFFIRM THE SAME; THEREFORE OF THESE SPIRITS OF THE THIRD KIND, AS THE OPINION OF THE PLATONISTS IS, THEY REPORT THAT THERE ARE SO MANY LEGIONS AS THERE ARE STARS IN THE HEAVEN, AND SO MANY SPIRITS IN EVERY LEGION AS IN HEAVEN ITSELF STARS: BUT THERE ARE, (AS ATHANASIUS DELIVERS,) WHO THINK, THAT THE TRUE NUMBER OF THE GOOD SPIRITS IS ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF MEN, NINETY-NINE PARTS, ACCORDING TO THE PARABLE OF THE HUNDRED SHEEP; OTHERS THINK ONLY NINE PARTS, ACCORDING TO THE PARABLE OF THE TEN GOATS; OTHERS SUPPOSE THE NUMBER OF THE ANGELS EQUAL WITH MEN, BECAUSE IT IS WRITTEN, HE THAT HATH APPOINTED THE BOUNDS OF THE PEOPLE ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THE ANGELS OF GOD; AND CONCERNING THEIR NUMBER MANY HAVE WRITTEN MANY THINGS; BUT THE LATTER THEOLOGIANS, FOLLOWING THE MASTERS OF THE SENTENCES, AUSTIN AND GREGORY, EASILY RESOLVE THEMSELVES, SAYING, THAT THE NUMBER OF THE GOOD ANGELS TRANSCENDS HUMAN CAPACITY; TO THE WHICH, ON THE CONTRARY, INNUMERABLE UNCLEAN SPIRITS DO CORRESPOND, THERE BEING SO MANY IN THE INFERIOR WORLD AS PURE SPIRITS IN THE SUPERIOR; AND SOME DIVINES AFFIRM THAT THEY HAVE RECEIVED THIS BY REVELATION. UNDER THESE THEY PLACE A KIND OF SPIRITS SUBTERRANEOUS OR OBSCURE, WHICH THE PLATONISTS CALL ANGELS THAT FAILED, REVENGERS OF WICKEDNESS [SEXUALITY] AND UNGODLINESS, ACCORDING TO THE DECREE OF THE DIVINE JUSTICE; AND THEY CALL THEM EVIL ANGELS AND WICKED SPIRITS, BECAUSE THEY OFTEN ANNOY AND HURT, EVEN OF THEIR OWN ACCORD. OF THESE ALSO THEY RECKON MORE LEGIONS; AND, IN LIKE MANNER, DISTINGUISHING THEM ACCORDING TO THE NAMES OF THE STARS AND ELEMENTS, AND PARTS OF THE WORLD, THEY PLACE OVER THEM KINGS, PRINCES, AND RULERS; AND THE NAMES OF THEM: OF THESE, FOUR MOST MISCHIEVOUS KINGS RULE OVER THE OTHER, ACCORDING TO THE FOUR PARTS OF THE WORLD. UNDER THESE MANY MORE PRINCES OF LEGIONS GOVERN, AND MANY PRIVATE OFFICERS; HENCE THE GORGONES, STATENOCTE, THE FURIES; HENCE TISIPHONE, ALECTO, MEGÆRA, CERBERUS. THEY OF THIS KIND OF SPIRITS, PORPHYRY SAYS, INHABIT A PLACE NIGH THE EARTH, YEA WITHIN THE EARTH ITSELF; THERE IS NO MISCHIEF WHICH THEY DARE NOT COMMIT; THEY HAVE ALTOGETHER A VIOLENT AND HURTFUL NATURE, THEREFORE THEY PLOT, AND ENDEAVOR VIOLENT AND SUDDEN MISCHIEFS; AND WHEN THEY MAKE INCURSIONS, SOMETIMES THEY LIE HID, AND SOMETIMES OFFER OPEN VIOLENCE, AND ARE VERY MUCH DELIGHTED IN ALL SUCH THINGS DONE WICKEDLY [SEXUALLY] AND MISCHIEVOUSLY.
CHAP. VII. OF THE ORDER OF EVIL SPIRITS, AND THEIR [SEXUAL] FALL, AND DIFFERENT NATURES
[bookmark: img_pl10]THERE ARE SOME OF THE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGIANS, WHO DISTRIBUTE THE EVIL SPIRITS INTO NINE DEGREES, AS CONTRARY TO THE NINE ORDERS OF ANGELS. THEREFORE, THE FIRST OF THESE, WHICH ARE CALLED FALSE GODS, WHO, USURPING THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, WOULD BE WORSHIPPED FOR GODS, AND REQUIRE SACRIFICES AND ADORATIONS; AS THAT DEVIL WHO SAID TO CHRIST, "IF THOU WILT FALL DOWN AND WORSHIP ME, I WILL GIVE THEE ALL THESE THINGS," SHEWING HIM ALL THE KINGDOMS OF THE WORLD; AND THE PRINCE OF THESE IS HE WHO SAID, I WILL ASCEND ABOVE THE HEIGHT OF THE CLOUDS, AND WILL BE LIKE TO THE MOST-HIGH, WHO IS CALLED BEELZEBUB, THAT IS, AN OLD GOD. IN THE SECOND PLACE, FOLLOW THE SPIRITS OF LIES, OF WHICH SORT WAS HE WHO WENT FORTH, AND WAS A LYING SPIRIT IN THE MOUTH OF THE PROPHET OF AHAB; AND THE PRINCE OF THESE IS THE SERPENT PYTHO, FROM WHENCE APOLLO IS CALLED PYTHIUS, AND THAT WOMAN A PYTHONESS, OR WITCH, IN SAMUEL, AND THE OTHER IN THE GOSPEL, WHO HAD PYTHO IN HER BELLY. THEREFORE, THESE, KIND OF DEVILS JOIN THEMSELVES TO THE ORACLES, AND DELUDE MEN BY DIVINATIONS AND PREDICTIONS, SO THAT THEY MAY BE DECEIVED. IN THE THIRD ORDER, ARE THE VESSELS OF INIQUITY, WHICH ARE CALLED VESSELS OF WRATH: THESE ARE THE INVENTORS OF EVIL THINGS, AND ALL WICKED [SEXUAL] ARTS; AS IN PLATO, THAT DEVIL THEUTUS, WHO TAUGHT CARDS AND DICE; FOR ALL WICKEDNESS [SEXUALITY], MALICE, AND DEFORMITY, PROCEEDS FROM THESE, OF WHICH IN GENESIS, IN THE BENEDICTIONS OF SIMEON AND LEVI, JACOB SAID, "VESSELS OF INIQUITY ARE IN THEIR HABITATIONS, INTO THEIR COUNSEL LET NOT MY SOUL COME;" WHICH THE PSALMIST CALLS VESSELS OF DEATH, ISAIAH, VESSELS OF FURY; AND JEREMIAH, VESSELS OF WRATH; EZEKIEL, VESSELS OF DESTROYING AND SLAYING; AND THEIR PRINCE IS BELIAL, WHICH SIGNIFIES, WITHOUT A YOKE, AND DISOBEDIENT, A PREVARICATOR, AND AN APOSTATE; OF WHOM PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS SAYS, "WHAT AGREEMENT HAS CHRIST WITH BELIAL?" FOURTHLY, FOLLOW THE REVENGERS OF EVIL, AND THEIR PRINCE IS ASMODEUS, VIZ. CAUSING JUDGMENT. AFTER THESE, IN THE FIFTH PLACE, COME THE DELUDERS, WHO IMITATE MIRACLES, AND SERVE CONJURERS AND WITCHES, AND SEDUCE THE PEOPLE BY THEIR [FALSE] MIRACLES, AS THE SERPENT SEDUCED EVE, AND THEIR PRINCE IS SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA], OF WHOM IT IS WRITTEN IN THE REVELATION, "THAT HE SEDUCES THE WHOLE WORLD, DOING GREAT SIGNS, AND CAUSING FIRE TO DESCEND FROM HEAVEN IN THE SIGHT OF MEN; SEDUCING THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH BY THESE SIGNS, WHICH ARE GIVEN HIM TO DO." SIXTHLY, THE AERIAL POWERS OFFER THEMSELVES AND JOIN THEMSELVES TO THUNDER AND LIGHTNING, [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTING THE AIR, CAUSING PESTILENCES, AND OTHER EVILS; IN THE NUMBER OF WHICH ARE THE FOUR ANGELS OF WHOM THE REVELATIONS SPEAK, TO WHOM IT IS GIVEN TO HURT THE EARTH AND THE SEA, HOLDING THE FOUR WINDS FROM THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH AND THEIR PRINCE IS CALLED MERIRIM: HE IS THE MERIDIAN DEVIL, A BOILING SPIRIT, A DEVIL RAGING IN THE SOUTH, WHOM PAUL, TO THE EPHESIANS, CALLS "THE PRINCE OF THE POWER OF THE AIR, AND THE SPIRIT WHICH WORKS IN THE CHILDREN OF DISOBEDIENCE." THE SEVENTH MANSION THE FURIES POSSESS, WHO ARE POWERS OF EVIL, DISCORDS, WAR, AND DEVASTATION; WHOSE NAME IN THE REVELATION IS CALLED IN GREEK, APOLLYON; IN THE HEBREW, ABADDON, THAT IS, DESTROYING AND WASTING. IN THE EIGHTH PLACE ARE THE ACCUSERS OR INQUISITORS, WHOSE PRINCE IS ASTAROTH, THAT IS, A SEARCHER OUT; IN THE GREEK LANGUAGE HE IS CALLED DIABOLUS, THAT IS, AN ACCUSER OR CALUMNIATOR; WHICH IN THE REVELATION IS CALLED THE "ACCUSER OF THE BRETHREN, ACCUSING THEM NIGHT AND DAY BEFORE THE FACE OF GOD." MOREOVER, THE TEMPTERS AND ENSNARERS HAVE THE LAST PLACE; ONE OF WHICH IS PRESENT WITH EVERY MAN, WHICH WE CALL THE EVIL GENIUS, AND THEIR PRINCE IS MAMMON, WHICH IS INTERPRETED COVETOUSNESS. BUT WE OF THE CABALA UNANIMOUSLY MAINTAIN THAT EVIL SPIRITS DO WANDER UP AND DOWN THIS INFERIOR WORLD, ENRAGED AGAINST, ALL WHOM WE CALL DEVILS; OF WHOM AUSTIN, IN HIS FIRST BOOK OF THE INCARNATION OF THE WORD, TO JANUARIUS, SAYS, CONCERNING THE DEVILS AND HIS ANGELS CONTRARY TO VIRTUES, THE ECCLESIASTICAL PREACHERS HAVE TAUGHT THAT THERE ARE SUCH THINGS, BUT WHAT THEY ARE, AND WHO THEY ARE, HE HAS NOT CLEAR ENOUGH EXPOUNDED: YET THERE IS THIS OPINION AMONG THEM, THAT THIS DEVIL WAS AN ANGEL, AND BEING MADE AN APOSTATE, PERSUADED MANY OF THE ANGELS TO FALL WITH HIM, WHO TO THIS DAY ARE CALLED HIS ANGELS. GREECE, NOTWITHSTANDING, THINKS NOT THAT THESE ARE [ETERNALLY] DAMNED, NOR THAT THEY ARE ALL PURPOSELY EVIL; BUT THAT FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD THE DISPENSATION OF THINGS IS ORDAINED BY THIS MEANS, THAT THE TORMENTING OF SINFUL SOULS IS MADE OVER TO THEM. THE OTHER THEOLOGIANS SAY, THAT NO DEVIL WAS CREATED EVIL, BUT THAT THEY WERE DRIVEN AND CAST OUT OF HEAVEN FROM THE ORDERS OF GOOD ANGELS, FOR THEIR PRIDE WHOSE FALL NOT ONLY OUR AND THE HEBREW THEOLOGIANS, BUT ALSO THE ASSYRIANS, ARABIANS, EGYPTIANS, AND GREEKS, DO CONFIRM BY THEIR TENETS. PHERYCIES, THE ASSYRIAN, DESCRIBES THE FALL OF THE DEVILS; AND OPHIS, THAT IS, THE DEVILISH SERPENT, WAS THE HEAD OF THAT REBELLING ARMY; TRISMEGISTUS SINGS THE SAME FALL, IN HIS PIMANDER; AND HOMER, UNDER THE NAME OF ARARUS, IN HIS VERSES; AND PLUTARCH, IN HIS DISCOURSE ON USURY, SIGNIFIES THAT EMPEDOCLES KNEW THAT THE FALL OF THE DEVILS WAS IN THIS MANNER; THE DEVILS THEMSELVES OFTEN CONFESS THEIR FALL. THEY BEING CAST OUT INTO THIS VALLEY OF MISERY, SOME THAT ARE NEAR TO US WANDER UP AND DOWN IN THIS OBSCURE AIR; OTHERS INHABIT LAKES, RIVERS, AND SEAS; OTHERS THE EARTH, AND TERRIFY EARTHLY THINGS, AND INVADE THOSE WHO DIG WELLS AND METALS, CAUSE THE GAPING OF THE EARTH, TO STRIKE TOGETHER THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE MOUNTAINS, AND VEX NOT ONLY MEN BUT ALSO OTHER CREATURES; SOME BEING CONTENT WITH LAUGHTER AND DELUSION ONLY, DO CONTRIVE RATHER TO WEARY MEN THAN TO HURT THEM; SOME HEIGHTENING THEMSELVES TO THE LENGTH OF A GIANT'S BODY, AND AGAIN SHRINKING THEMSELVES DOWN TO THE SMALLEST OF PIGMIES, AND CHANGING THEMSELVES INTO DIFFERENT FORMS, TO DISTURB MEN WITH VAIN FEAR; OTHERS STUDY LIES AND BLASPHEMIES, AS WE READ OF ONE IN THIRD BOOK OF KINGS, SAYING, "I WILL GO FORTH AND BE A LYING SPIRIT IN THE MOUTH OF ALL THE PROPHETS OF AHAB." BUT THE WORST SORT OF DEVILS, ARE THOSE WHO LIE IN WAIT, AND OVERTHROW PASSENGERS IN THEIR JOURNEYS, AND REJOICE IN WARS AND EFFUSION OF BLOOD, AND AFFLICT MEN WITH MOST CRUEL STRIPES: WE READ OF SUCH IN MATTHEW, "FOR FEAR OF WHOM NO MAN DARE PASS THAT WAY." MOREOVER, THE SCRIPTURE RECKONS UP NOCTURNAL, DIURNAL, AND MERIDIONAL DEVILS; AND DESCRIBES OTHER SPIRITS OF WICKEDNESS [SEXUALITY] BY DIFFERENT NAMES, AS WE READ IN ISAIAH OF SATYRS, SCREECH-OWLS, SIRENS, STORKS, OWLS; AND IN THE PSALMS, OF ASPS, BASILISKS, LIONS, DRAGONS; AND IN THE GOSPEL, WE READ OF SCORPIONS, AND MAMMON, AND THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD, AND RULERS OF DARKNESS, OF ALL WHOM BEELZEBUB IS THE PRINCE, WHOM THE SCRIPTURE CALLS THE PRINCE OF WICKEDNESS [SEXUALITY].
CHAP. VIII. OF THE ANNOYANCE OF EVIL SPIRITS, AND THE PRESERVATION WE HAVE FROM GOOD SPIRITS
IT IS THE OPINION OF DIVINES, THAT ALL EVIL SPIRITS ARE OF THAT NATURE, THAT THEY HATE GOD AS WELL AS MAN; THEREFORE DIVINE PROVIDENCE HAS SET OVER US MORE PURE SPIRITS, WITH WHOM HE HATH ENTRUSTED US, AS WITH SHEPHERDS AND GOVERNORS, THAT THEY SHOULD DAILY HELP US, AND DRIVE AWAY EVIL SPIRITS FROM US, AND CURB AND RESTRAIN THEM, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT HURT US, AS THEY WOULD OTHERWISE; AS IS READ IN TOBIAS, THAT RAPHAEL DID APPREHEND THE DEMON CALLED ASMODEUS, AND BOUND HIM IN THE WILDERNESS OF THE UPPER EGYPT. OF THESE, HESIOD SAYS, THERE ARE 30,000 OF JUPITER'S IMMORTAL SPIRITS LIVING ON THE EARTH, WHO ARE THE KEEPERS OF MORTAL MEN, WHO, THAT THEY MIGHT OBSERVE JUSTICE AND MERCIFUL DEEDS, HAVING CLOTHED THEMSELVES WITH AIR, GO TO AND FRO EVERY WHERE ON THE EARTH. FOR THERE IS NO POTENTATE COULD BE SAFE, NOR ANY WOMAN CONTINUE UNCORRUPTED, NO MAN IN THIS VALE OF IGNORANCE COULD COME TO THE END APPOINTED TO HIM BY GOD, IF GOOD SPIRITS DID NOT SECURE US, OR IF EVIL SPIRITS SHOULD BE PERMITTED TO SATISFY THE WILLS OF MEN; AS THEREFORE AMONG THE GOOD THERE IS A PROPER KEEPER OR PROTECTOR DEPUTED TO EVERY ONE, CORROBORATING THE SPIRIT OF THE MAN TO GOOD; SO OF EVIL SPIRITS, THERE IS SENT FORTH AN ENEMY RULING OVER THE FLESH AND DESIRE THEREOF; AND THE GOOD SPIRIT FIGHTS FOR US AS A PRESERVER AGAINST THE ENEMY AND FLESH. NOW MAN, BETWEEN THESE CONTENDERS IS IN THE MIDDLE, AND LEFT IN THE HAND OF HIS OWN COUNSEL, TO WHOM HE WILL GIVE VICTORY: WE CANNOT THEREFORE ACCUSE ANGELS, OR DENY FREE-WILL, IF THEY DO NOT BRING THE NATIONS ENTRUSTED TO THEM TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUE GOD AND TRUE PIETY, BUT SUFFER THEM TO [SEXUALLY] FALL INTO ERRORS AND PERVERSE WORSHIP; IT IS TO BE IMPUTED TO THEMSELVES, WHO HAVE, OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, DECLINED FROM THE RIGHT PATH, ADHERING TO THE SPIRITS OF ERROR, GIVING VICTORY TO THE DEVIL: FOR IT IS IN THE HAND OF MAN TO ADHERE TO WHOM HE PLEASES, AND OVERCOME WHOM HE WILL; BY WHOM IF ONCE THE DEVIL BE OVERCOME, HE IS MADE HIS SERVANT, AND BEING OVERCOME, CANNOT FIGHT ANY MORE WITH ANOTHER, AS A WASP THAT HAS LOST HIS STING. TO WHICH OPINION ORIGEN ASSENTS, IN HIS BOOK PERIARCHON, CONCLUDING THAT THE SAINTS FIGHT AGAINST EVIL SPIRITS, AND OVERCOMING, DO LESSEN THEIR ARMY; NEITHER CAN HE THAT IS OVERCOME BY ANY MOLEST ANY MORE. AS THEREFORE THERE IS GIVEN TO EVERY MAN A GOOD SPIRIT, SO THERE IS GIVEN TO EVERY MAN AN EVIL DIABOLICAL SPIRIT, WHEREOF EACH SEEKS AN UNION WITH OUR SPIRIT, AND ENDEAVORS TO ATTRACT IT TO ITSELF, AND TO BE MIXED WITH IT, AS WINE WITH WATER; THE GOOD INDEED, THROUGH ALL GOOD WORKS COMFORMABLE TO ITSELF, CHANGE US INTO ANGELS BY UNITING US; AS IT IS WRITTEN OF JOHN THE BAPTIST IN MALACHI, "BEHOLD I SEND MY ANGEL BEFORE THY FACE;" OF WHICH TRANSMUTATION AND UNION IT IS WRITTEN ELSEWHERE, HE THAT ADHERES TO GOD IS MADE ONE SPIRIT WITH HIM. AN EVIL SPIRIT ALSO, BY EVIL WORKS, STUDIES TO MAKE US CONFORMABLE TO ITSELF, AND UNITE US, AS CHRIST SAYS OF JUDAS, "HAVE NOT I CHOSEN TWELVE, AND ONE OF YOU IS A DEVIL?" AND THIS IS THAT WHICH HERMES SAYS, WHEN A SPIRIT HATH INFLUENCE ON THE SOUL OF MAN, HE SCATTERS THE SEED OF HIS OWN NOTION, WHENCE SUCH A SOUL, BEING SOWN WITH SEEDS, AND FULL OF FURY, BRINGS FORTH THENCE WONDERFUL THINGS, AND WHATSOEVER ARE THE OFFICES OF SPIRITS: FOR WHEN A GOOD SPIRIT HATH INFLUENCE ON A HOLY SOUL, IT DOES EXALT IT TO THE LIGHT OF WISDOM; BUT AN EVIL SPIRIT BEING TRANSFUSED INTO A WICKED SOUL, DOTH STIR IT UP TO THEFT, TO MAN-SLAUGHTER, TO LUST, AND WHATSOEVER ARE THE OFFICES OF EVIL SPIRITS. GOOD SPIRITS, AS JAMBLICUS SAYS, PURGE THE SOULS MOST PERFECTLY, AND SOME BESTOW UPON US OTHER GOOD THINGS: THEY BEING PRESENT, DO GIVE HEALTH TO THE BODY, VIRTUE TO THE SOUL, AND SECURITY; WHAT IS MORTAL IN US THEY TAKE AWAY, CHERISH HEAT, AND MAKE IT MORE EFFICACIOUS TO LIFE; AND, BY AN HARMONY, DO ALWAYS INFUSE LIGHT INTO AN INTELLIGIBLE MIND. BUT WHETHER THERE BE MANY KEEPERS OF A MAN, OR ONE ALONE, THEOLOGIANS DIFFER AMONG THEMSELVES: WE THINK THERE ARE MORE, THE PROPHET SAYING, "HE HATH GIVEN HIS ANGELS A CHARGE CONCERNING THEE, THAT THEY SHOULD KEEP THEE IN ALL THY WAYS," WHICH, AS HIEROME SAYS, IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD OF ANY MAN, AS WELL AS OF CHRIST. ALL MEN, THEREFORE, ARE GOVERNED BY THE MINISTRY OF DIFFERENT ANGELS, AND ARE BROUGHT TO ANY DEGREE OF VIRTUE, DESERTS, AND DIGNITY, WHO BEHAVE THEMSELVES WORTHY OF THEM; BUT THEY WHO CARRY THEMSELVES UNWORTHY OF THEM, ARE DEPOSED AND THRUST DOWN, AS WELL BY EVIL SPIRITS AS GOOD SPIRITS, UNTO THE LOWEST DEGREE OF MISERY, AS THEIR EVIL MERITS SHALL REQUIRE; BUT THEY THAT ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THE SUBLIMER ANGELS ARE PREFERRED BEFORE OTHER MEN; FOR ANGELS HAVING THE CARE OF THEM, EXALT THEM, AND SUBJECT OTHERS TO THEM BY A CERTAIN OCCULT POWER, WHICH, ALTHOUGH NEITHER OF THEM PERCEIVE, YET HE THAT IS SUBJECTED FEELS A CERTAIN YOKE OF PRESIDENCY, OF WHICH HE CANNOT EASILY QUIT HIMSELF; YEA, HE FEARS AND REVERENCES THAT POWER, WHICH THE SUPERIOR ANGELS MAKE TO FLOW UPON INFERIORS, AND WITH A CERTAIN TERROR BRING THE INFERIORS INTO A FEAR OF PRESIDENCY. THIS DID HOMER SEEM TO BE SENSIBLE OF, WHEN HE SAYS, THAT THE MUSES BEGOT OF JUPITER, DID ALWAYS, AS INSEPARABLE COMPANIONS, ASSIST THE KINGS BEGOT OF JUPITER, SPEAKING FIGURATIVELY, WHO BY THEM WERE MADE VENERABLE AND MAGNIFICENT: SO WE READ THAT M. ANTONINUS BEING FORMERLY JOINED IN SINGULAR FRIENDSHIP WITH OCTAVIUS AUGUSTUS, WERE ACCUSTOMED ALWAYS TO PLAY TOGETHER; BUT WHEN, AS ALWAYS, AUGUSTUS ALWAYS WENT AWAY CONQUEROR, A CERTAIN MAGICIAN COUNSELLED M. ANTONINUS THUS: "O ANTHONY, WHAT DOST THOU DO WITH THAT YOUNG MAN? SHUN AND AVOID HIM, FOR ALTHOUGH THOU ART OLDER THAN HE, AND ART MORE SKILLFUL THAN HE, AND ART BETTER DESCENDED THAN HE, AND HATH ENDURED THE WARS OF MORE EMPERORS, YET THY GENIUS DOTH MUCH DREAD THE GENIUS OF THIS YOUNG MAN, AND THY FORTUNE FLATTERS HIS FORTUNE; UNLESS THOU SHALT SHUN HIM, IT SEEMS WHOLLY TO DECLINE TO HIM." IS NOT THE PRINCE LIKE OTHER MEN? HOW SHOULD OTHER MEN FEAR AND REVERENCE HIM, UNLESS A DIVINE TERROR SHOULD EXALT HIM, AND STRIKING A FEAR INTO OTHERS, DEPRESS THEM, THAT THEY SHOULD REVERENCE HIM AS A PRINCE? WHEREFORE WE MUST ENDEAVOR, THAT, BEING PURIFIED BY DOING WELL, AND FOLLOWING SUBLIME THINGS, AND CHOOSING OPPORTUNE TIMES AND SEASONS, WE BE ENTRUSTED OR COMMITTED TO A DEGREE OF SUBLIMER AND MORE POTENT ANGELS, WHO TAKING CARE OF US WE MAY DESERVEDLY BE PREFERRED BEFORE OTHERS.
CHAP. IX. THAT THERE IS A THREEFOLD KEEPER OF MAN, AND FROM WHENCE EACH OF THEM PROCEED
EVERY MAN HATH A THREEFOLD GOOD DEMON AS A PROPER KEEPER OR PRESERVER, THE ONE WHEREOF IS HOLY, ANOTHER OF THE NATIVITY, AND THE OTHER OF PROFESSION. THE HOLY DEMON IS ONE, ACCORDING TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE EGYPTIANS, ASSIGNED TO THE RATIONAL SOUL, NOT FROM THE STARS OR PLANETS, BUT FROM A SUPERNATURAL CAUSE--FROM GOD HIMSELF, THE PRESIDENT OF DEMONS, BEING UNIVERSAL AND ABOVE NATURE. THIS DIRECTS THE LIFE OF THE SOUL, AND DOES ALWAYS PUT GOOD THOUGHTS INTO THE MIND, BEING ALWAYS ACTIVE IN ILLUMINATING US, ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT ALWAYS TAKE NOTICE OF IT; BUT WHEN WE ARE PURIFIED AND LIVE PEACEABLY, THEN IT IS PERCEIVED BY US, THEN IT DOES, AS IT WERE, SPEAK WITH US, AND COMMUNICATES ITS VOICE TO US, BEING BEFORE SILENT, AND STUDIES DAILY TO BRING US TO A SACRED PERFECTION. SO IT FALLS OUT THAT SOME PROFIT MORE IN ANY SCIENCE, OR ART, OR OFFICE, IN A LESS TIME AND WITH LITTLE PAINS, WHEN ANOTHER TAKES MUCH PAINS AND STUDIES HARD, AND ALL IN VAIN; AND ALTHOUGH NO SCIENCE, ART OR VIRTUE, IS TO BE CONTEMNED, YET THAT YOU MAY LIVE PROSPEROUSLY, CARRY ON THY AFFAIRS HAPPILY, IN THE FIRST PLACE, KNOW THY GOOD GENIUS, AND HIS NATURE, AND WHAT GOOD THE CELESTIAL DISPOSITION PROMISES THEE, AND GOD THE DISTRIBUTER OF ALL THESE, WHO DISTRIBUTES TO EACH AS HE PLEASES, AND FOLLOW THE BEGINNINGS OF THESE, PROFESS THESE, BE CONVERSANT IN THAT VIRTUE TO WHICH THE MOST HIGH DISTRIBUTER DOTH ELEVATE AND LEAD THEE; WHO MADE ABRAHAM EXCEL IN JUSTICE AND CLEMENCY, ISAAC WITH FEAR, JACOB WITH STRENGTH, MOSES WITH MEEKNESS AND MIRACLES, JOSHUA IN WAR, PHINEAS IN ZEAL, DAVID IN RELIGION AND VICTORY, SOLOMON IN KNOWLEDGE AND FAME, PETER IN FAITH, JOHN IN CHARITY, JACOB IN DEVOTION, THOMAS IN PRUDENCE, MAGDALEN IN CONTEMPLATION, MARTHA IN OFFICIOUSNESS. THEREFORE, IN WHAT VIRTUE YOU THINK YOU CAN MOST EASILY BE A PROFICIENT IN, USE DILIGENCE TO ATTAIN TO THE HEIGHT THEREOF, THAT YOU MAY EXCEL IN ONE, WHEN IN MANY YOU CANNOT, BUT IN THE REST ENDEAVOR TO BE AS GREAT A PROFICIENT AS YOU CAN; BUT IF THOU SHALT HAVE THE OVERSEERS OF NATURE AND RELIGION AGREEABLE, THOU SHALT FIND A DOUBLE PROGRESS OF THY NATURE AND PROFESSION; BUT IF THEY SHALL BE DISAGREEING, FOLLOW THE BETTER, FOR THOU SHALT BETTER PERCEIVE AT SOME TIME A PRESERVER OF AN EXCELLENT PROFESSION THAN OF NATIVITY.
CHAP. X. OF THE TONGUE OF ANGELS, AND OF THEIR SPEAKING AMONGST THEMSELVES AND WITH US
WE MIGHT DOUBT WHETHER ANGELS OR DEMONS, SINCE THEY ARE PURE SPIRITS, USE ANY VOCAL SPEECH OR TONGUE AMONG THEMSELVES OR TO US; BUT THAT PAUL, IN SOME PLACE SAYS, "IF I SPEAK WITH THE TONGUE OF MEN OR ANGELS;"--BUT WHAT THEIR SPEECH OR TONGUE IS, IS MUCH DOUBTED BY MANY. FOR MANY THINK THAT IF THEY USE ANY IDIOM, IT IS HEBREW, BECAUSE THAT WAS FIRST OF ALL, AND CAME FROM HEAVEN, AND WAS BEFORE THE CONFUSION OF LANGUAGES IN BABYLON, IN WHICH THE LAW WAS GIVEN BY GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE GOSPEL WAS PREACHED BY CHRIST THE SON, AND SO MANY ORACLES WERE GIVEN TO THE PROPHETS BY THE HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24]; AND SEEING ALL TONGUES HAVE AND DO UNDERGO VARIOUS MUTATIONS AND [SEXUAL] CORRUPTIONS, THIS ALONE DOES ALWAYS CONTINUE INVIOLATED. MOREOVER, AN EVIDENT SIGN OF THIS OPINION IS, THAT THOUGH THIS DEMON AND INTELLIGENCE DO USE THE SPEECH OF THOSE NATIONS WITH WHOM THEY DO INHABIT, YET, TO THEM WHO UNDERSTAND IT, THEY NEVER SPEAK IN ANY IDIOM BUT IN THIS ALONE, VIZ. HEBREW. BUT NOW, HOW ANGELS SPEAK, IT IS, HID FROM US, AS THEY THEMSELVES ARE. NOW, TO US, THAT WE MAY SPEAK, A TONGUE IS NECESSARY WITH OTHER INSTRUMENTS; AS THE JAWS, PALATE, LIPS, TEETH, THROAT, LUNGS, THE ASPERA ARTERTIA, AND MUSCLES OF THE BREAST, WHICH HAVE THE BEGINNING OF MOTION FROM THE SOUL. BUT IF I SPEAK AT A DISTANCE TO ANOTHER, HE MUST USE A LOUDER VOICE; BUT, IF NEAR, HE WHISPERS IN MY EAR, AS IF HE SHOULD BE COUPLED TO THE HEARER, WITHOUT ANY NOISE, AS AN IMAGE IN THE EYE OR GLASS. SO, SOULS GOING OUT OF THE BODY, SO ANGELS, SO DEMONS SPEAK; AND WHAT MAN DOES WITH A SENSIBLE VOICE, THEY DO BY IMPRESSING THE CONCEPTION OF THE SPEECH IN THOSE TO WHOM THEY SPEAK AFTER A BETTER MANNER THAN IF THEY SHOULD EXPRESS IT IN AN AUDIBLE VOICE. SO, THE PLATONIST SAYS, THAT SOCRATES PERCEIVED HIS DEMON BY SENSE, INDEED, BUT NOT OF THIS BODY, BUT BY THE SENSE OF THE ETHERIAL BODY CONCEALED IN THIS; AFTER WHICH MANNER. AVICEN BELIEVES THE ANGELS WERE WONT TO BE SEEN AND HEARD BY THE PROPHETS. THAT INSTRUMENT, WHATSOEVER THE VIRTUE BE, BY WHICH ONE SPIRIT MAKES KNOWN TO ANOTHER SPIRIT WHAT THINGS ARE IN HIS MIND, IS CALLED BY THE APOSTLE PAUL, THE TONGUE OF ANGELS. YET OFTENTIMES THEY SEND FORTH AN AUDIBLE VOICE, AS THEY THAT CRIED AT THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD, YE MEN OF GALILEE, WHY STAND YE HERE GAZING UNTO THE HEAVEN? AND IN THE OLD LAW THEY SPOKE WITH DIVERS OF THE FATHERS WITH A SENSIBLE VOICE; BUT THIS NEVER BUT WHEN THEY ASSUMED BODIES. BUT WITH WHAT SENSES THESE SPIRITS AND DEMONS HEAR OUR INVOCATIONS AND PRAYERS, AND SEE OUR CEREMONIES, WE ARE ALTOGETHER IGNORANT. FOR THERE IS A SPIRITUAL BODY, OF DEMONS EVERY WHERE SENSIBLE BY NATURE, SO THAT IT TOUCHES, SEES, HEARS WITHOUT ANY MEDIUM, AND NOTHING CAN BE AN IMPEDIMENT TO IT; YET THEY DO NOT PERCEIVE AFTER THE SAME MANNER AS WE DO, WITH DIFFERENT ORGANS, BUT HAPLY AS SPONGES DRINK IN WATER, SO DO THEY ALL SENSIBLE THINGS WITH THEIR BODY OR SOME OTHER WAY UNKNOWN TO US; NEITHER ARE ALL ANIMALS ENDOWED WITH THOSE ORGANS, FOR WE KNOW THAT MANY WANT EARS, YET WE KNOW THEY PERCEIVE A SOUND, BUT AFTER WHAT MANNER WE KNOW NOT.
CHAP. XI. OF THE NAMES OF SPIRITS, AND THEIR VARIOUS IMPOSITION, AND OF THE SPIRITS THAT ARE SET OVER THE STARS, SIGNS, CORNERS OF THE HEAVEN, AND THE ELEMENTS
MANY AND DIFFERENT ARE THE NAMES OF GOOD AND BAD SPIRITS; BUT THEIR PROPER AND TRUE NAMES, AS THOSE OF THE STARS, ARE KNOWN TO GOD ALONE, WHO ONLY NUMBERS THE MULTITUDE OF STARS, AND CALLS THEM BY THEIR NAMES, WHEREOF NONE CAN BE KNOWN BY US BUT BY DIVINE REVELATION; VERY FEW ARE EXPRESSED TO US IN SACRED WRIT. BUT THE MASTERS OF THE HEBREWS THINK, THAT THE NAMES OF ANGELS ARE IMPOSED ON THEM BY ADAM, ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN, "THE LORD BROUGHT ALL THINGS WHICH HE HAD MADE UNTO ADAM, THAT HE SHOULD NAME THEM, AND AS HE CALLED ANY THING, SO THE NAME OF IT WAS." HENCE THE HEBREW MECUBALS THINK, TOGETHER WITH MAGICIANS AND CABALISTS, THAT IT IS IN THE POWER OF MAN, TO IMPOSE NAMES UPON SPIRITS, BUT OF SUCH A MAN ONLY WHO IS DIGNIFIED AND ELEVATED TO THIS VIRTUE BY SOME DIVINE GIFT OR SACRED AUTHORITY: BUT BECAUSE A NAME THAT MAY EXPRESS THE NATURE OF DIVINITY, OR THE WHOLE VIRTUE OF ANGELICAL ESSENCES, CANNOT BE MADE BY ANY HUMAN VOICE, THEREFORE NAMES FOR THE MOST PART ARE PUT UPON THEM FROM THEIR WORKS, SIGNIFYING SOME CERTAIN OFFICE OR EFFECT WHICH IS REQUIRED BY THE QUIRE OF SPIRITS; WHICH NAME THEN, AND NOT OTHERWISE, OBTAINS EFFICACY AND VIRTUE TO DRAW ANY SPIRITUAL SUBSTANCE FROM ABOVE, OR BENEATH, TO MAKE ANY DESIRED EFFECT. I HAVE SEEN AND KNOWN SOME WRITING ON VIRGIN PARCHMENT THE NAME AND SEAL OF SOME SPIRIT IN THE HOUR OF THE MOON, WHICH AFTERWARDS HE GAVE TO BE DEVOURED BY A WATER-FROG, AND HAD MUTTERED OVER SOME VERSE; THE FROG BEING LET GO INTO THE WATER, RAINS AND SHOWERS PRESENTLY FOLLOWED. I SAW ALSO THE SAME MAN INSCRIBING THE NAME OF ANOTHER SPIRIT WITH THE SEAL THEREOF IN THE HOUR OF MARS, WHICH WAS GIVEN TO A CROW, WHO, BEING LET GO, AFTER A VERSE MUTTERED OVER, THERE FOLLOWED FROM THAT PART OF THE HEAVEN WHITHER IT FLEW, LIGHTNINGS, SHAKING, AND HORRIBLE THUNDERS, WITH THICK CLOUDS; NEITHER WERE THOSE NAMES OF SPIRITS OF AN UNKNOWN TONGUE, NEITHER DID THEY SIGNIFY ANY THING ELSE BUT THEIR OFFICES; OF THIS KIND ARE THE NAMES OF THOSE ANGELS, RAZIEL, GABRIEL, MICHAEL, RAPHAEL, HANIEL, WHICH IS AS MUCH AS TO SAY THE VISION OF GOD, THE VIRTUE OF GOD, THE STRENGTH OF GOD, THE MEDICINE OF GOD, THE GLORY OF GOD. IN LIKE MANNER, IN THE OFFICES OF EVIL DEMONS ARE READ THEIR NAMES, VIZ. A PLAYER, A DECEIVER, A DREAMER, A FORNICATOR, AND MANY SUCH LIKE. SO, WE RECEIVE FROM MANY OF THE ANCIENT FATHERS OF THE HEBREWS THE NAMES OF ANGELS SET OVER THE PLANETS AND SIGNS; OVER SATURN, ZAPHIEL; OVER JUPITER, ZADKIEL; OVER MARS, CAMAEL; OVER THE SUN, RAPHAEL; OVER VENUS, HANIEL; OVER MERCURY, MICHAEL; OVER THE MOON, GABRIEL. THESE ARE THOSE SEVEN SPIRITS WHICH ALWAYS STAND BEFORE THE FACE OF GOD, TO WHOM IS ENTRUSTED THE DISPOSING THE WHOLE CELESTIAL AND TERRENE KINGDOMS WHICH ARE UNDER THE MOON: FOR THESE (AS THE MORE CURIOUS THEOLOGIANS SAY) GOVERN ALL THINGS BY A CERTAIN VICISSITUDE OF HOURS, DAYS, AND YEARS; AS THE ASTROLOGERS TEACH CONCERNING THE PLANETS WHICH THEY ARE SET OVER, WHICH MERCURIUS TRISMEGISTUS CALLS THE SEVEN GOVERNORS OF THE WORLD, WHO, BY THE HEAVENS AS BY INSTRUMENTS, DISTRIBUTE THE INFLUENCES OF ALL THE STARS AND SIGNS UPON THEIR INFERIORS. THERE ARE SOME WHO ASCRIBE THEM TO THE STARS BY NAMES SOMEWHAT DIFFERING, SAYING, THAT OVER SATURN IS SET AN INTELLIGENCE CALLED ORIPHAEL, OVER JUPITER ZACHARIEL, OVER MARS ZAMAEL, OVER THE SUN MICHAEL, OVER VENUS ANAEL, OVER MERCURY RAPHAEL, OVER THE MOON GABRIEL. AND EVERY ONE OF THESE GOVERNS THE WORLD 354 YEARS AND FOUR MONTHS; AND THE GOVERNMENT BEGINS FROM THE INTELLIGENCE OF SATURN; AFTERWARDS, IN ORDER, THE INTELLIGENCES OF VENUS, JUPITER, MERCURY, MARS, THE MOON, AND THE SUN REIGN, AND THE GOVERNMENT RETURNS TO THE SPIRIT OF SATURN. TRITEMIUS WRIT TO MAXIMILIAN CAESAR A SPECIAL TREATISE CONCERNING THESE, WHICH HE THAT WILL THOROUGHLY EXAMINE MAY FROM THENCE DRAW GREAT KNOWLEDGE OF FUTURE TIMES.  OVER THE TWELVE SIGNS ARE SET THESE, VIZ. OVER ARIES, MALAHIDAEL; OVER TAURUS, ASMODEL; OVER GEMINI, AMBRIEL; OVER CANCER, MURIEL; OVER LEO, VERCHIEL; OVER VIRGO, HAMALIEL; OVER LIBRA, ZURIEL; OVER SCORPIO, BARCHIEL; OVER SAGITTARIUS, ADVACHIEL; OVER CAPRICORN, HANAEL; OVER AQUARIUS, CAMBIEL; OVER PISCES, BARCHIEL. OF THESE SPIRITS SET OVER THE PLANETS AND SIGNS, SIGNS, JOHN MADE MENTION OF IN THE REVELATION, SPEAKING OF THE FORMER IN THE BEGINNING; AND THE SEVEN SPIRITS WHICH ARE IN THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF THE THRONE OF GOD, WHICH I FIND ARE SET OVER THE SEVEN PLANETS, IN THE END OF THE BOOK, WHERE HE DESCRIBES THE PLATFORM OF THE HEAVENLY CITY, SAYING, THAT ON THE TWELVE ORATES THEREOF ARE TWELVE ANGELS. THERE ARE AGAIN TWENTY-EIGHT ANGELS, WHO RULE IN THE TWENTY-EIGHT MANSIONS OF THE MOON, WHOSE NAMES ARE THESE; GENIEL, ENEDIEL, ANIXIEL, AZARIEL, GABRIEL, DIRACHIEL, SCHELIEL, AMNEDIEL, BARBIEL, ARDEFIEL, NECIEL, ABDIZUEL, JAZERIEL, ERGEDIEL, ATLIEL, AZERUEL, ADRIEL, EGIBIEL, AMUTIEL, KYRIEL, BETHNAEL, GELIEL, REQUIEL, ABRINAEL, AGIEL, TAGRIEL, ATHENIEL, AMNIXIEL. THERE ARE ALSO FOUR PRINCES OF THE ANGELS, WHICH ARE SET OVER THE FOUR WINDS, AND OVER THE FOUR PARTS OF THE WORLD. MICHAEL IS PLACED OVER THE EAST-WIND, RAPHAEL OVER THE WEST, GABRIEL OVER THE NORTH, NARIEL, WHO BY SOME IS CALLED ARIEL, IS OVER THE SOUTH. THERE ARE ALSO ASSIGNED TO THE ELEMENTS THESE, VIZ. TO THE AIR CHERUB, TO THE WATER THARSIS, TO THE EARTH ARIEL, TO THE FIRE SERAPH. NOW EVERY ONE OF THESE SPIRITS IS A GREAT PRINCE, AND HAS MUCH POWER AND FREEDOM IN THE DOMINION OF HIS OWN PLANETS AND SIGNS, AND IN THEIR TIMES, YEARS, MONTHS, DAYS AND HOURS: AND IN THEIR ELEMENTS, AND PARTS OF THE WORLD, AND WINDS. AND EVERY ONE OF THEM RULES OVER MANY LEGIONS; AND AFTER THE SAME MANNER, AMONG EVIL SPIRITS, THERE ARE FOUR, WHO, AS MOST POTENT KINGS, ARE SET OVER THE REST, ACCORDING TO THE FOUR PARTS OF THE WORLD, WHOSE NAMES ARE THESE, VIZ. URIEUS, KING OF THE EAST; AMAYMON, KING OF THE SOUTH; PAYMON, KING OF THE WEST; EGIN, KING, OF THE NORTH; WHICH THE HEBREW DOCTORS PERHAPS CALL MORE RIGHTLY THUS, SAMUEL, AZAZEL, AZAEL, AND MAHAZUEL, UNDER WHOM MANY OTHERS RULE AS PRINCES OF LEGIONS AND RULERS. LIKEWISE, THERE ARE INNUMERABLE DEMONS OF PRIVATE OFFICES. MOREOVER, THE ANCIENT THEOLOGIANS OF THE GREEKS RECKON UP SIX DEMONS, WHICH THEY CALL TELCHINES, OTHERS ALASTORES; WHICH BEARING ILL-WILL TO MEN, TAKE UP WATER OUT OF THE RIVER STYX WITH THEIR HANDS, SPRINKLE IT UPON THE EARTH, WHENCE FOLLOW CALAMITIES, PLAGUES, AND FAMINES; AND THESE ARE SAID TO BE ACTEUS, MEGALEZIUS, ORMENUS, LYCUS, NICON, MIMON. BUT HE THAT DESIRES TO KNOW EXACTLY THE DISTINCT NAMES, OFFICES, PLACES, AND TIMES OF ANGELS, AND EVIL DEMONS, LET HIM INQUIRE INTO THE BOOK OF RABBI SIMON OF THE TEMPLES, AND IN HIS BOOK OF LIGHTS, AND IN HIS TREATISE OF THE GREATNESS OF STATURE, AND IN THE TREATISE OF THE TEMPLES OF RABBI ISHMAEL, AND IN ALMOST ALL THE COMMENTARIES OF HIS BOOK OF FORMATION, AND HE SHALL FIND IT WRITTEN AT LARGE CONCERNING THEM.
CHAP. XII. THE CABALISTS DRAW FORTH THE SACRED NAMES OF ANGELS FROM SACRED WRIT, AND OF THE SEVENTY-TWO ANGELS, WHO BEAR THE NAMES OF GOD; WITH THE TABLES OF ZIRUPH AND THE COMMUTATIONS OF NAMES AND NUMBERS
THERE ARE ALSO OTHER SACRED NAMES OF GOOD AND EVIL SPIRITS DEPUTED TO EACH OFFICE OF MUCH GREATER EFFICACY THAN THE FORMER, WHICH THE CABALISTS DRAW FROM SACRED WRIT, ACCORDING TO THAT ART WHICH WE TEACH CONCERNING THEM; AS ALSO CERTAIN NAMES OF GOD ARE DRAWN FORTH OUT OF CERTAIN PLACES: THE GENERAL RULE OF THESE IS, THAT WHERESOEVER ANY THING OF DIVINE ESSENCE IS EXPRESSED IN THE SCRIPTURE, FROM THAT PLACE THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD MAY BE GATHERED; BUT IN WHAT PLACE SOEVER IN THE SCRIPTURE THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD IS FOUND EXPRESSED, THEN MARK WHAT OFFICE LIES UNDER THAT NAME; WHERESOEVER THEREFORE THE SCRIPTURE SPEAKS OF THE OFFICE OR WORK OF ANY SPIRIT, GOOD OR BAD, FROM THENCE THE NAME OF THAT SPIRIT, WHETHER GOOD OR BAD, MAY BE GATHERED; THIS UNALTERABLE RULE BEING OBSERVED, THAT OF GOOD SPIRITS WE RECEIVE THE NAMES OF GOOD SPIRITS, OF EVIL THE NAMES OF EVIL: AND LET US NOT CONFOUND BLACK WITH WHITE, NOR DAY WITH NIGHT, NOR LIGHT WITH DARKNESS, WHICH, BY THESE VERSES AS BY AN EXAMPLE, IS MANIFEST: "LET THEM BE AS DUST BEFORE THE FACE OF THE WIND; AND LET THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SCATTER THEM: LET THEIR WAYS BE DARKNESS AND SLIPPERY AND LET THE ANGEL OF THE LORD PURSUE THEM." יהיו במוץ ינפל דות ומאלאף יהוהדהה יהידרכם הטף והלק לקות יהוה דרפם IN THE XXXVTH PSALM WITH THE HEBREWS, BUT WITH US, THE XXXIVTH; OF WHICH THE NAMES OF THOSE ANGELS ARE DRAWN, מידאל MIDAEL, AND מיראל MIRIAEL, OF THE ORDER OF WARRIORS; SO OF THAT VERSE, "THOU SHALL SET OVER HIM THE WICKED, AND SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] SHALL STAND AT HIS RIGHT-HAND," OUT OF PSALM CIX. WITH THE HEBREWS, BUT WITH THE LATINS, CVIII. חפקר עליו רשמן יאמלאל ימינו IS EXTRACTED THE NAME OF THE EVIL SPIRIT SCHII, שיעי WHICH SIGNIFIES A SPIRIT THAT IS A WORKER OF ENGINES. THERE IS A CERTAIN TEXT IN EXODUS CONTAINED IN THREE VERSES, WHEREOF EVERY ONE IS WRITTEN WITH SEVENTY-TWO LETTERS, BEGINNING THUS; THE FIRST VAJISA, ויסע, THE SECOND VAJABO, ויבא THE THIRD VAJOT, ויט WHICH ARE EXTENDED INTO ONE LINE, VIZ. THE FIRST AND THE THIRD FROM THE LEFT-HAND TO THE RIGHT, BUT THE MIDDLE IN A CONTRARY ORDER, BEGINNING FROM THE RIGHT TO THE LEFT, IS TERMINATED ON THE LEFT-HAND; THEN EACH OF THE THREE LETTERS BEING SUBORDINATE THE ONE TO THE OTHER, MAKE ONE NAME, WHICH ARE SEVENTY-TWO NAMES, WHICH THE HEBREWS CALLED SCHEMHAMPHORÆ, TO WHICH IF THE DIVINE NAME EL אל OR JAH יהה BE ADDED, THEY PRODUCE SEVENTY-TWO TRISYLLABLE NAMES OF ANGELS, WHEREOF EVERY ONE CARRIES THE GREAT NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, AS IT IS WRITTEN, "MY ANGEL SHALL GO BEFORE THEE; OBSERVE HIM, FOR MY NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS IN HIM." AND THESE ARE THOSE THAT ARE SET OVER THE SEVENTY-TWO CELESTIAL QUINARIES, AND SO MANY NATIONS AND TONGUES, AND JOINTS OF MAN'S BODY, AND COOPERATE WITH THE SEVENTY-TWO SENIORS OF THE SYNAGOGUE, AND SO MANY DISCIPLES OF CHRIST: AND THEIR NAMES, ACCORDING TO THE EXTRACTION WHICH THE CABALISTS MAKE, ARE MANIFEST IN THE FOLLOWING TABLE, ACCORDING TO THE MANNER WHICH WE HAVE MENTIONED. NOW THERE ARE MANY OTHER WAYS OF MAKING SCHEMHAMPHORÆ OUT OF THOSE VERSES; AS WHEN ALL THREE ARE WRITTEN IN A RIGHT ORDER, ONE AFTER THE OTHER, FROM THE RIGHT TO THE LEFT, BESIDES THOSE WHICH ARE EXTRACTED BY THE TABLES OF ZIRUPH, AND THE TABLES OF COMMUTATIONS, OF WHICH WE MADE MENTION OF BEFORE. BECAUSE THESE TABLES SERVE FOR ALL NAMES, AS DIVINE, SO ANGELICAL, WE SHALL THEREFORE SUBJOIN THEM TO THIS CHAPTER. THESE ARE THE SEVENTY-TWO ANGELS, BEARING THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, SCHEMHAMPHORAE.
CHAP. XIII. OF FINDING OUT THE NAMES OF SPIRITS AND GENII, FROM THE DISPOSITION OF THE CELESTIAL BODIES
THE ANCIENT MAGICIANS TAUGHT AN ART OF FINDING OUT THE NAME OF A SPIRIT TO ANY DESIRED EFFECT, DRAWING IT FROM THE DISPOSITION OF THE HEAVENS; AS, FOR EXAMPLE, ANY CELESTIAL HARMONY BEING PROPOSED TO THEE, TO MAKE AN IMAGE OR A RING, OR ANY OTHER WORK TO BE DONE UNDER ANY CONSTELLATION, IF THOU WILT FIND OUT THE SPIRIT THAT IS THE RULER OF THAT WORK, THE FIGURE OF THE HEAVEN BEING ERECTED, CAST FORTH LETTERS IN THEIR NUMBER AND ORDER, FROM THE DEGREE OF THE ASCENDANT, ACCORDING TO THE SUCCESSION OF SIGNS THROUGH EACH DEGREE, BY FILLING THE WHOLE CIRCLE OF THE HEAVENS; THEN THOSE LETTERS WHICH FALL INTO THE PLACES OF THE STARS, THE AID OF WHICH YOU WOULD USE, BEING ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER AND POWER OF THOSE STARS MARKED WITHOUT INTO NUMBER AND ORDER, MAKE THE NAME OF A GOOD SPIRIT. BUT IF THOU WILT DO SO FROM THE BEGINNING OF A DEGREE FALLING AGAINST THE PROGRESS OF THE SIGNS, THE RESULTING SPIRIT SHALL BE EVIL. BY THIS ART SOME OF THE HEBREWS AND CHALDEAN MASTERS TEACH THAT THE, NATURE AND NAME OF ANY GENIUS MAY BE FOUND OUT; AS FOR EXAMPLE, THE DEGREE OF THE ASCENDANT OF ANY ONE'S NATIVITY BEING KNOWN, AND THE OTHER CORNERS OF THE HEAVEN BEING CO-EQUATED, THEN LET THAT WHICH HAS THE MOST DIGNITIES OF PLANETS IN THOSE FOUR CORNERS, WHICH THE ARABIANS CALL ALMUTEZ, BE FIRST OBSERVED AMONG THE REST; AND ACCORDING TO THAT IN THE SECOND PLACE, THAT WHICH SHALL BE NEXT TO IT IN THE NUMBER OF DIGNITIES, AND SO IN ORDER THE REST OF THEM, WHICH OBTAIN ANY DIGNITY IN THE AFORESAID CORNERS. THIS ORDER BEING USED, YOU MAY KNOW THE TRUE PLACE AND DEGREE OF THEM IN THE HEAVENS, BEGINNING FROM THE DEGREE OF THE ASCENDANT THROUGH EACH DEGREE, ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF SIGNS, TO CAST TWENTY-TWO OF THE LETTERS OF THE HEBREWS; THEN WHAT LETTERS SHALL FALL INTO THE PLACES OF THE AFORESAID STARS, BEING MARKED AND DISPOSED ACCORDING TO THE ORDER FOUND OUT ABOVE IN THE STARS, AND RIGHTLY JOINED TOGETHER ACCORDING TO THE RULES OF THE HEBREW TONGUE, MAKE THE NAME OF A GENIUS; TO WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM, SOME MONOSYLLABLE NAME OF DIVINE OMNIPOTENCE, VIZ. EL OR JAH, IS SUBJOINED. BUT IF THE CASTING OF THE LETTERS BE MADE FROM AN ANGLE OF THE FALLING, AND AGAINST THE SUCCESSION OF THE SIGNS, AND THE LETTERS WHICH SHALL FALL IN THE NADIR (THAT IS THE OPPOSITE POINT) OF THE AFORESAID STARS BE AFTER THAT ORDER, AS ARE SAID, JOINED TOGETHER, SHALL MAKE THE NAME OF AN EVIL GENIUS. BUT THE CHALDEANS PROCEED ANOTHER WAY, FOR THEY TAKE NOT THE ALMUTEZ OF THE ANGLES BUT THE ALMUTEZ OF THE ELEVENTH HOUSE, AND DO ALL THINGS AS HAS BEEN SAID. NOW THEY FIND OUT AN EVIL GENIUS FROM THE ALMUTEZ OF THE ANGLE OF THE TWELFTH HOUSE, WHICH THEY CALL AN EVIL SPIRIT, CASTING FROM THE DEGREE OF THE FALLING AGAINST THE PROGRESS OF THE SIGNS.
CHAP. XIV. OF THE CALCULATING ART OF SUCH NAMES BY THE TRADITION OF CABALISTS
[bookmark: img_pl12]THERE IS YET ANOTHER ART OF THESE KIND OF NAMES, WHICH THEY CALL CALCULATORY; AND IT IS MADE BY THE FOLLOWING TABLES, BY ENTERING WITH SOME SACRED, DIVINE, OR ANGELICAL NAME, IN THE COLUMN OF LETTERS DESCENDING, BY TAKING THOSE LETTERS WHICH THOU SHALT FIND IN THE COMMON ANGLES UNDER THEIR STARS AND SIGNS, WHICH BEING REDUCED INTO ORDER, THE NAME OF A GOOD SPIRIT IS MADE OF THE NATURE OF THAT STAR OR SIGN UNDER WHICH THOU DIDST ENTER; BUT IF THOU SHALT ENTER IN THE COLUMN ASCENDING, BY TAKING THE COMMON ANGLES ABOVE THE STARS AND SIGNS MARKED IN THE LOWEST LINE, THE NAME OF AN EVIL SPIRIT IS MADE. AND THESE ARE THE NAMES OF SPIRITS OF ANY ORDER OF HEAVEN MINISTERING, AS OF GOOD, SO OF BAD, WHICH YOU MAY AFTER THIS MANNER MULTIPLY INTO NINE NAMES OF SO MANY ORDERS; INASMUCH AS YOU MAY, BY ENTERING WITH ONE NAME, DRAW FORTH ANOTHER OF A SPIRIT OF A SUPERIOR ORDER OUT OF THE SAME, AS WELL OF A GOOD AS A BAD ONE; YET THE BEGINNING OF THIS CALCULATION DEPENDS UPON THE NAMES OF GOD; FOR EVERY WORD HATH A VIRTUE IN MAGIC, INASMUCH AS IT DEPENDS ON THE [SEXLESS] WORD OF GOD, AND IS THENCE FRAMED. THEREFORE, WE MUST KNOW THAT EVERY ANGELICAL NAME MUST PROCEED FROM SOME PRIMARY NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD. THEREFORE ANGELS ARE SAID TO BEAR THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, ACCORDING TO THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN, "BECAUSE MY NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS IN HIM;" THEREFORE THAT THE NAMES OF GOOD ANGELS MAY BE DISCERNED FROM THE NAMES OF BAD, THERE IS WONT OFTENTIMES TO BE ADDED SOME NAME OF DIVINE OMNIPOTENCE, AS EL, OR ON, OR JAH, OR JOD, AND TO BE PRONOUNCED TOGETHER WITH IT: AND BECAUSE JAH IS A NAME OF BENEFICENCE, AND JOD THE NAME OF A DEITY, THEREFORE THESE TWO NAMES ARE PUT ONLY TO THE NAMES OF ANGELS; BUT THE NAME EL, BECAUSE IT IMPORTS POWER AND VIRTUE, IS THEREFORE ADDED, NOT ONLY TO GOOD BUT BAD SPIRITS; FOR NEITHER CAN EVIL SPIRITS EITHER SUBSIST OR DO ANY THING WITHOUT THE VIRTUE OF EL, GOD. BUT WE MUST KNOW THAT COMMON ANGLES OF THE SAME STAR AND SIGN ARE TO BE TAKEN, UNLESS ENTRANCE BE MADE WITH A MIXT NAME, AS ARE THE NAMES OF GENII, AND THOSE OF WHICH IT HATH BEEN SPOKEN IN THE PRECEDING CHAPTER, WHICH ARE MADE OF THE DISPOSITIONS OF THE HEAVENS, ACCORDING TO THE HARMONY OF DIVERS STARS. FOR AS OFTEN AS THE TABLE IS TO BE ENTERED WITH THESE, THE COMMON ANGLE IS TO BE TAKEN UNDER THE STAR OR SIGN OF HIM THAT ENTERS. THERE ARE MOREOVER SOME THAT DO SO EXTEND THOSE TABLES THAT THEY THINK ALSO IF THERE BE AN ENTRANCE MADE WITH THE NAME OF A STAR, OR OFFICE, OR ANY DESIRED EFFECT, A DEMON, WHETHER GOOD OR BAD, SERVING TO THAT OFFICE OR EFFECT MAY BE DRAWN OUT; UPON THE SAME ACCOUNT THEY THAT ENTER WITH THE PROPER NAME OF ANY PERSON CAN EXTRACT THE NAMES OF THE GENII UNDER THAT STAR WHICH SHALL APPEAR TO BE OVER SUCH A PERSON AS THEY SHALL, BY HIS PHYSIOGNOMY, OR BY THE PASSIONS AND INCLINATIONS OF HIS MIND, AND BY HIS PROFESSION AND FORTUNE, KNOW HIM TO BE EITHER MARTIAL, OR SATURNINE, OR SOLARY, OR OF THE NATURE OF ANY OTHER STAR. AND ALTHOUGH SUCH KIND OF PRIMARY NAMES HAVE NONE OR LITTLE POWER BY THEIR SIGNIFICATION, YET SUCH KIND OF EXTRACTED NAMES, AND SUCH AS ARE DERIVED FROM THEM, ARE OF VERY GREAT EFFICACY; AS THE RAYS OF THE SUN COLLECTED IN A HOLLOW GLASS DO MOST INTENSELY BURN, THE SUN ITSELF BEING SCARCE WARM. NOW THERE IS AN ORDER OF LETTERS IN THOSE TABLES UNDER THE STARS AND SIGNS, ALMOST LIKE THAT WHICH IS WITH THE ASTROLOGERS, OF TENS, ELEVENS, TWELVES. OF THIS CALCULATORY ART ALPHONSUS CYPRIUS ONCE WROTE, AND ALSO FITTED IT TO LATIN CHARACTERS; BUT BECAUSE THE LETTERS OF EVERY TONGUE, AS WE SHEWED IN THE FIRST BOOK, HAVE, IN THEIR NUMBER, ORDER AND FIGURE, A CELESTIAL AND DIVINE ORIGINAL, I SHALL EASILY GRANT THIS CALCULATION CONCERNING THE NAMES OF SPIRITS TO BE MADE NOT ONLY BY HEBREW LETTERS, BUT ALSO CHALDEAN, ARABICK, EGYPTIAN, GREEK AND LATIN, AND MANY OTHERS, THE TABLES BEING RIGHTLY MADE AFTER THE IMITATION OF THE PRESIDENTS. BUT HERE IT IS OBJECTED BY MANY, THAT IT FALLS OUT THAT IN THESE TABLES, MEN OF A DIFFERING NATURE AND FORTUNE DO OFTENTIMES, BY REASON OF THE SAMENESS OF NAME, OBTAIN THE SAME GENIUS OF THE SAME NAME. WE MUST KNOW THEREFORE THAT IT MUST NOT BE THOUGHT ABSURD, THAT THE SAME DAEMON MAY BE SEPARATED FROM ANY ONE SOUL, AND THE SAME BE SET OVER MORE. BESIDES, AS MANY MEN HAVE THE SAME NAME, SO ALSO SPIRITS OF DIVERS OFFICES OR NATURES MAY BE NOTED OR MARKED BY ONE NAME, AND BY ONE AND THE SAME SEAL OR CHARACTER, YET IN A DIFFERENT RESPECT; FOR AS THE SERPENT DOES SOMETIMES TYPIFY CHRIST, AND SOMETIMES THE DEVIL, SO THE SAME NAMES AND THE SAME SEALS MAY BE APPLIED SOMETIMES TO THE ORDER OF A GOOD DEMON, SOMETIMES OF A BAD ONE. LASTLY, THE VERY ARDENT INTENTION OF THE INVOCATOR, BY WHICH OUR INTELLECT IS JOINED TO THE SEPARATED INTELLIGENCES, IS THE CAUSE THAT WE HAVE SOMETIMES ONE SPIRIT, SOMETIMES ANOTHER, (ALTHOUGH CALLED UPON UNDER THE SAME NAME,) MADE OBSEQUIOUS TO US. SEE THE FOLLOWING PLATES FOR THE TABLES OF THE CALCULATION OF THE NAMES OF SPIRITS, GOOD AND BAD, UNDER THE PRESIDENCY OF THE SEVEN PLANETS, AND UNDER THE ORDER OF THE TWELVE MILITANT SIGNS.
CHAP. XV. OF THE CHARACTERS AND SEALS OF SPIRITS
WE MUST NOW SPEAK OF THE CHARACTERS AND SEALS OF SPIRITS. CHARACTERS ARE NOTHING ELSE THAN CERTAIN UNKNOWN LETTERS AND WRITINGS, PRESERVING THE SECRETS OF SPIRITS AND THEIR NAMES FROM THE USE AND READING OF PROPHANE MEN, WHICH THE ANCIENT CALLED HIEROGLYPHICAL, OR SACRED LETTERS, BECAUSE DEVOTED TO THE SECRETS OF GOD ONLY. THEY ACCOUNTED IT UNLAWFUL TO WRITE THE MYSTERIES OF GOD WITH THOSE CHARACTERS WHICH PROPHANE AND VULGAR THINGS WERE WROTE. WHENCE PORPHYRY SAYS, "THAT THE ANCIENTS WERE WILLING TO CONCEAL GOD AND DIVINE VIRTUES, BY SENSIBLE FIGURES AND BY THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE VISIBLE, YET SIGNIFYING INVISIBLE THINGS;" AS BEING WILLING TO DELIVER GREAT MYSTERIES IN SACRED LETTERS, AND EXPLAIN THEM IN CERTAIN SYMBOLICAL FIGURES; AS WHEN THEY DEDICATED ALL ROUND THINGS TO THE WORLD, THE SUN AND THE MOON, HOPE AND FORTUNE; A CIRCLE TO THE HEAVENS, AND PARTS OF A CIRCLE TO THE MOON; PYRAMIDS AND OBELISKS TO THE FIRE, A CYLINDER TO THE SUN AND EARTH.
CHAP. XVI. ANOTHER WAY OF MAKING CHARACTERS, ACCORDING TO THE CABALISTS
[bookmark: img_pl16]AMONG THE HEBREWS I FIND MORE FASHIONS OF CHARACTERS, WHEREOF ONE IS MOST ANCIENT, VIZ. AN ANCIENT WRITING WHICH MOSES AND THE PROPHETS USED, THE FORM OF WHICH IS NOT RASHLY TO BE DISCOVERED TO ANY; FOR THOSE LETTERS WHICH THEY USE AT THIS DAY WERE INSTITUTED BY ESDRAS. THERE IS AMONG THEM A WRITING WHICH THEY CALL CELESTIAL, BECAUSE THEY SHEW IT PLACED AND FIGURED AMONG THE STARS. THERE IS ALSO A WRITING WHICH THEY CALL MALACHIM, OR MELACHIM, OF ANGELS, OR REGAL; THERE IS ALSO ANOTHER, WHICH THEY CALL THE PASSING THROUGH THE RIVER, AND THE CHARACTERS AND FIGURES OF ALL WHICH YOU MAY SEE IN THE FOLLOWING PLATES. THERE IS ANOTHER MANNER AMONG THE CABALISTS, FORMERLY HELD IN GREAT ESTEEM, BUT NOW IT IS SO COMMON THAT IT IS PLACED AMONG PROPHANE THINGS, VIZ. THE TWENTY-SEVEN CHARACTERS OF THE HEBREWS MAY BE DIVIDED INTO THREE CLASSES, WHEREOF EVERY ONE CONTAINS NINE LETTERS. THE FIRST, VIZ. אבגדהוזחת WHICH ARE THE SEALS OR MARKS OF SIMPLE NUMBERS AND OF INTELLECTUAL THINGS DISTRIBUTED INTO NINE ORDERS OF ANGELS. THE SECOND HATH יכלמנסעפצ, THE MARKS OF TENS AND CELESTIAL THINGS IN THE NINE ORBS OF THE HEAVENS. THE THIRD HATH THE OTHER FOUR LETTERS, WITH THE FIVE FINAL, VIZ. קרשתףםןץ WHICH ARE MARKS OF HUNDREDS, AND INFERIOR THINGS, VIZ. FOUR SIMPLE ELEMENTS, AND FIVE KINDS OF PERFECT COM POUNDS. THEY DO NOW AND THEN DISTRIBUTE THESE THREE CLASSES INTO NINE CHAMBERS, THE FIRST IS OF UNITS, VI-INTELLECTUAL, CELESTIAL AND ELEMENTAL. THE SECOND IS OF TWO'S, THE THIRD OF THREE'S, AND SO OF THE REST; THESE CHAMBERS ARE FRAMED BY THE INTERSECTION OF FOUR PARALLEL LINES INTERSECTING THEMSELVES INTO RIGHT ANGLES, AS IS EXPRESSED IN THE FOLLOWING PLATE, FIG. A. OUT OF WHICH, BEING DISSECTED INTO PARTS, PROCEED NINE PARTICULAR FIGURES WHICH ARE OF THE NINE CHAMBERS, CHARACTERIZING THEIR LETTERS BY THAT NOTARIACON, WHICH, IF IT BE OF ONE POINT, SHEWS THE FIRST LETTER OF THAT CHAMBER; IF OF TWO, THE SECOND; IF OF THREE, THE THIRD LETTER; AS IF YOU WOULD FRAME THE CHARACTER, MICHAEL, מיכאל, THAT COMES FORTH EXTENDED WITH FIVE FIGURES WHICH ARE CONTRACTED TO THREE FIGURES, WHICH THEN ARE CONTRACTED INTO ONE, YET THE POINTS NOTARIACON ARE USUALLY OMITTED, AND THEN THERE COMES FORTH SUCH A CHARACTER OF MICHAEL. THERE IS YET ANOTHER FASHION OF CHARACTERS COMMON TO ALMOST ALL LETTERS AND TONGUES, AND VERY EASY, WHICH IS BY GATHERING TOGETHER OF LETTERS; AS IF THE NAME OF THE ANGEL MICHAEL BE GIVEN, THE CHARACTERS THEREOF SHALL BE FRAMED ACCORDING TO THE FIG. E. AND THIS FASHION AMONG THE ARABIANS IS MOST RECEIVED; NEITHER IS THERE ANY WRITING WHICH IS SO READILY AND ELEGANTLY JOINED TO ITSELF AS THE ARABICK. YOU MUST KNOW THAT ANGELICAL SPIRITS, SEEING THEY ARE OF A PURE INTELLECT, AND ALTOGETHER INCORPOREAL, ARE NOT MARKED WITH ANY MARKS OR CHARACTERS, OR ANY OTHER HUMAN SIGNS; BUT WE, NOT OTHERWISE KNOWING THEIR ESSENCE OR QUALITY, DO, FROM THEIR NAMES, OR WORKS, OR OTHERWISE, DEVOTE AND CONSECRATE TO THEM FIGURES AND MARKS, BY WHICH WE CANNOT ANY WAY COMPEL THEM TO US, BUT BY WHICH WE RISE UP TO THEM, AS NOT TO BE KNOWN BY SUCH CHARACTERS AND FIGURES, AND, FIRST OF ALL, WE DO SET OUR SENSES, BOTH INWARD AND OUTWARD, UPON THEM; THEN, BY A CERTAIN ADMIRATION OF OUR REASON, WE ARE INDUCED TO A RELIGIOUS VENERATION OF THEM; AND THEN ARE WRAPT WITH OUR WHOLE MIND INTO AN ECSTATICAL ADORATION; AND THEN WITH A WONDERFUL BELIEF, AN UNDOUBTED HOPE, AND QUICKENING LOVE, CALLING UPON THEM IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH BY TRUE NAMES AND CHARACTERS, DO OBTAIN FROM THEM THAT VIRTUE OR POWER WHICH WE DESIRE.
CHAP. XVII. THERE IS ANOTHER KIND OF CHARACTERS, OR MARKS OF SPIRITS, WHICH ARE RECEIVED ONLY BY REVELATION
[bookmark: img_pl18]THERE IS ANOTHER KIND OF CHARACTER RECEIVED BY REVELATION ONLY, WHICH CAN BE FOUND OUT NO OTHER WAY; THE VIRTUE OF WHICH CHARACTERS IS FROM THE DEITY REVEALING; OF WHOM THERE ARE SOME SECRET WORKS BREATHING OUT A HARMONY OF SOME DIVINITY, OR THEY ARE, AS IT WERE, SOME CERTAIN AGREEMENTS OR COMPACTS OF A LEAGUE BETWEEN US AND THEM. OF THIS KIND THERE WAS A SIGN SHEWED TO CONSTANTINE, WHICH WAS THIS, IN HOC VINCE; THERE WAS ANOTHER REVEALED TO ANTIOCHUS IN THE FIGURE OF A PENTANGLE, WHICH SIGNIFIES HEALTH; FOR, BEING RESOLVED INTO LETTERS, IT SPEAKS THE WORD ὑΓΊΕΙΑ HEALTH: IN THE FAITH AND VIRTUE OF WHICH SIGNS, BOTH KINGS OBTAINED A GREAT VICTORY AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES. SO JUDAS, WHO BY REASON OF THAT, WAS AFTERWARDS SURNAMED MACHABEUS, BEING TO FIGHT WITH THE JEWS AGAINST ANTIOCHUS EUPATOR, RECEIVED FROM AN ANGEL A NOTABLE SIGN, מכבי IN THE VIRTUE OF WHICH THEY FIRST SLEW 11,000, WITH AN INFINITE NUMBER OF ELEPHANTS, THEN AGAIN 35,000 OF THEIR ENEMIES: FOR THAT SIGN DID REPRESENT THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF JEHOVAH, AND WAS A MEMORABLE EMBLEM OF THE NAME OF SEVENTY-TWO LETTERS BY THE EQUALITY OF NUMBER; AND THE EXPOSITION THEREOF IS מי בטיד באלי מיהיח WHO IS THERE AMONG THEE STRONG AS JEHOVAH? 
CHAP. XVIII. ON THE BONDS OF SPIRITS, AND THEIR ADJURATIONS, AND CASTINGS OUT
THE BOND BY WHICH SPIRITS ARE BOUND, BESOUGHT, OR CAST OUT, ARE THREE; SOME OF THEM ARE TAKEN FROM THE ELEMENTAL WORLD, AS WHEN WE ADJURE A SPIRIT BY AN INFERIOR AND NATURAL THING OF AFFINITY WITH OR ADVERSE TO THEM; INASMUCH AS WE WOULD CALL UP OR CAST THEM OUT, AS BY FUMIGATIONS OF FLOWERS, HERBS, ANIMALS, SNOW, ICE, OR BY HELL, FIRE, AND SUCH LIKE; AND THESE ALSO ARE OFTEN MIXT WITH. DIVINE PRAISES, AND BLESSINGS, AND CONSECRATIONS, AS APPEARS IN THE SONG OF THE THREE CHILDREN, AND IN THE PSALM, PRAISE YE THE LORD FROM THE HEAVENS, AND IN THE CONSECRATION AND BLESSING OF THE PASCHAL TAPER. THIS BOND WORKS UPON THE SPIRITS BY AN APPREHENSIVE VIRTUE, UNDER THE ACCOUNT OF [SEXLESS] LOVE OR HATRED, INASMUCH AS THE SPIRITS ARE PRESENT WITH, OR FAVOR, OR ABHOR ANY THING THAT IS NATURAL OR AGAINST NATURE, AS THESE THINGS THEMSELVES [SEXLESS] LOVE OR HATE ONE ANOTHER. THE SECOND BOND IS TAKEN FROM THE CELESTIAL WORLD, VIZ. WHEN WE ADJURE THEM BY THEIR HEAVEN, BY THE STARS, BY THEIR MOTIONS, RAYS, LIGHT, BEAUTY, CLEARNESS, EXCELLENCY, FORTITUDE, INFLUENCE AND WONDERS, AND SUCH LIKE; AND THIS BOND WORKS UPON SPIRITS BY WAY OF ADMONITION AND EXAMPLE. IT HATH ALSO SOME COMMAND, ESPECIALLY UPON THE MINISTERING SPIRITS, AND THOSE WHO ARE OF THE LOWEST ORDERS. THE THIRD BOND IS FROM THE INTELLECTUAL AND DIVINE WORLD, WHICH IS PERFECTED BY RELIGION; THAT IS TO SAY, WHEN WE SWEAR BY THE SACRAMENTS, MIRACLES, DIVINE NAMES, SACRED SEALS, AND OTHER MYSTERIES OF RELIGION; WHEREFORE THIS BOND IS THE HIGHEST OF ALL AND THE STRONGEST, WORKING UPON THE SPIRITS BY COMMAND AND POWER; BUT THIS IS TO BE OBSERVED, THAT AS AFTER THE UNIVERSAL PROVIDENCE THERE IS A PARTICULAR ONE, AND AFTER THE UNIVERSAL SOUL, PARTICULAR SOULS; SO, IN THE FIRST PLACE, WE INVOCATE BY THE SUPERIOR BONDS, AND BY THE NAMES AND POWERS WHICH RULE THE THINGS, THEN BY THE INFERIOR AND THE THINGS THEMSELVES. WE MUST KNOW FURTHER, THAT BY THESE BONDS, NOT ONLY SPIRITS, BUT ALSO ALL CREATURES ARE BOUND, AS TEMPESTS, BURNINGS, FLOODS, PLAGUES, DISEASES, FORCE OF ARMS, AND EVERY ANIMAL, BY ASSUMING THEM, EITHER BY ADJURATION OR DEPRECATION, OR BENEDICTION, AS IN THE CHARMING OF SERPENTS; BESIDES THE NATURAL AND CELESTIAL, BY REHEARSING OUT OF THE MYSTERIES AND RELIGION, THE CURE OF THE SERPENT IN TERRESTRIAL PARADISE, THE LIFTING UP OF THE SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS; LIKEWISE BY ASSUMING THAT VERSE OF THE 91ST PSALM, THOU SHALL WALK UPON THE ASP AND THE BASILISK, AND SHALL TREAD UPON THE LION AND THE DRAGON.
CHAP. XIX. BY WHAT MEANS MAGICIANS AND NECROMANCERS CALL FORTH THE SOULS OF THE DEAD
BY THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN ALREADY SPOKEN IT IS MANIFEST, THAT SOULS AFTER DEATH DO AS YET [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THEIR BODY WHICH THEY LEFT, AS THOSE SOULS DO WHOSE BODIES WANT DUE BURIAL OR HAVE LEFT THEIR BODIES BY VIOLENT DEATH, AND AS YET WANDER ABOUT THEIR CARCASSES IN A TROUBLED AND MOIST SPIRIT, BEING, AS IT WERE, ALLURED BY SOMETHING THAT HATH AN AFFINITY WITH THEM, THE MEANS BEING KNOWN, BY WHICH IN TIMES PAST, THEY WERE JOINED TO THEIR BODIES, THEY MAY BE EASILY CALLED FORTH AND ALLURED BY THE LIKE VAPORS, LIQUORS AND SAVORS, CERTAIN ARTIFICIAL LIGHTS BEING ALSO USED, SONGS, SOUNDS, AND SUCH LIKE, WHICH MOVES THE IMAGINATIVE AND SPIRITUAL HARMONY OF THE SOUL; AND SACRED INVOCATIONS, AND SUCH LIKE, AS BELONG TO RELIGION, OUGHT NOT TO BE NEGLECTED BY REASON OF THE PORTION OF THE RATIONAL SOUL WHICH IS ABOVE NATURE. NECROMANCY HAS ITS NAME BECAUSE IT WORKS ON THE BODIES OF THE DEAD, AND GIVES ANSWERS BY THE GHOSTS AND APPARITIONS OF THE DEAD, AND SUBTERRANEOUS SPIRITS, ALLURING THEM INTO THE CARCASSES OF THE DEAD BY CERTAIN HELLISH CHARMS, AND INFERNAL INVOCATIONS, AND BY DEADLY SACRIFICES AND WICKED [SEXUAL] OBLATIONS. THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF NECROMANCY: RAISING THE CARCASSES, WHICH IS NOT DONE WITHOUT BLOOD; THE OTHER SCIOMANCY, IN WHICH THE CALLING UP OF THE SHADOW ONLY SUFFICES. TO CONCLUDE, IT WORKS ALL ITS EXPERIMENTS BY THE CARCASSES OF THE SLAIN AND THEIR BONES AND MEMBERS, AND WHAT IS FROM THEM; FOR THERE IS IN THESE THINGS A SPIRITUAL POWER FRIENDLY TO THEM: THEREFORE THEY EASILY ALLURE THE FLOWING DOWN OF WICKED [SEXUAL] SPIRITS, BY REASON OF THE SIMILITUDE AND PROPERTY OF EVERY FAMILIAR, BY WHOM THE NECROMANCER, STRENGTHENED BY THEIR HELP, CAN DO MUCH IN HUMAN AND TERRESTRIAL THINGS, AND KINDLE UNLAWFUL [SEXUAL] LUSTS, CAUSE DREAMS, DISEASES, HATRED, AND SUCH LIKE PASSIONS; TO WHICH ALSO THEY CAN CONFER THE POWERS OF THE SOUL, WHICH AS YET BEING INVOLVED IN A MOIST AND TURBID SPIRIT, WANDERING ABOUT THEIR CAST BODIES, CAN DO THE SAME THINGS THAT THE WICKED [SEXUAL] SPIRITS COMMIT, SEEING THEREFORE THEY, EXPERIMENTALLY FIND, THAT THE WICKED [SEXUAL] AND IMPURE SOULS VIOLENTLY PLUCKED FROM THEIR BODIES, AND OF MEN NOT EXPIATED, AND WANTING BURIAL, DO STRAY ABOUT CARCASSES, AND ARE DRAWN TO THEM BY AFFINITY. THE WITCHES EASILY ABUSE THEM FOR EFFECTING WITCHCRAFT, ALLURING THESE UNHAPPY SOULS, BY THE OPPOSITION OF THEIR BODY, OR BY THE TAKING OF SOME PARTS THEREOF, AND COMPELLING THEM BY THEIR DEVILISH CHARMS, BY ENTREATING THEM BY THE DEFORMED CARCASSES DISPERSED THROUGH THE WIDE FIELDS, AND THE WANDERING SHADOWS OF THOSE WHO WANT BURIALS, AND BY THE GHOSTS SENT BACK FROM ACHERON, AND THE GUESTS OF HELL, WHOM UNTIMELY DEATH HAS PRECIPITATED INTO HELL, AND BY THE HORRIBLE DESIRES OF THE DAMNED AND PROUD DEVILS, REVENGERS OF WICKEDNESS [SEXUALITY]. BUT HE WHO COULD RESTORE THE SOULS TRULY TO THEIR BODIES, MUST FIRST KNOW WHAT IS THE PROPER NATURE OF THE SOUL FROM WHENCE IT WENT FORTH, WITH HOW MANY AND HOW GREAT DEGREES OF PERFECTION IT IS REPLENISHED, WITH WHAT INTELLIGENCE IT IS STRENGTHENED, BY WHAT MEANS DIFFUSED INTO THE BODY, BY WHAT HARMONY IT SHALL BE COMPACTED WITH IT, WHAT AFFINITY IT HATH WITH GOD, WITH THE INTELLIGENCES, WITH THE HEAVENS, ELEMENTS, AND ALL OTHER THINGS, WHOSE IMAGE AND RESEMBLANCE IT HOLDS, TO CONCLUDE, BY WHAT INFLUENCES THE BODY MAY BE KNIT TOGETHER AGAIN FOR THE RAISING OF THE DEAD, REQUIRES ALL THESE THINGS WHICH BELONG NOT TO MEN, BUT TO GOD ONLY, AND TO WHOM HE WILL COMMUNICATE THEM.
CHAP. XX. OF PROPHETICAL DREAMS
I CALL THAT A DREAM WHICH PROCEEDS EITHER FROM THE SPIRIT OF THE PHANTASY AND INTELLECT UNITED TOGETHER, OR BY THE ILLUSTRATION OF THE AGENT INTELLECT ABOVE OUR SOULS, OR BY THE TRUE REVELATION OF SOME DIVINE POWER IN A QUIET AND PURIFIED MIND; FOR BY THIS OUR SOUL RECEIVES TRUE ORACLES, AND ABUNDANTLY YIELDS PROPHECIES TO US; FOR IN DREAMS WE SEEM BOTH TO ASK QUESTIONS, AND LEARN TO FIND THEM OUT; ALSO MANY DOUBTFUL THINGS, MANY POLICIES, MANY THINGS UNKNOWN, UNWISHED FOR, AND NEVER ATTEMPTED BY OUR MINDS, ARE MANIFESTED TO US IN DREAMS: ALSO THE REPRESENTATION OF THINGS UNKNOWN, AND UNKNOWN PLACES APPEAR TO US; AND THE IMAGES OF MEN, BOTH ALIVE AND DEAD, AND OF THINGS TO COME, ARE FORETOLD; AND ALSO THINGS WHICH AT ANY TIME HAVE HAPPENED ARE REVEALED, WHICH WE KNOW NOT BY ANY REPORT. AND THESE DREAMS NEED NOT ANY ART OF INTERPRETATION, AS THOSE OF WHICH WE HAVE BEFORE SPOKEN, WHICH BELONG TO DIVINATION, NOT TO FOREKNOWLEDGE; AND IT COMES TO PASS THAT THEY WHO SEE DREAMS, FOR THE MOST PART, UNDERSTAND THEM NOT: FOR AS TO SEE DREAMS, IS FROM THE STRENGTH OF IMAGINATION, SO TO UNDERSTAND THEM IS FROM THE STRENGTH OF THE UNDERSTANDING. THEY, THEREFORE, WHOSE INTELLECT BEING OVERWHELMED BY TOO MUCH COMMERCE OF THE FLESH IS IN A DEAD SLEEP, OR ITS IMAGINATIVE OR PHANTASTIC POWER OR SPIRIT IS TOO DULL AND UNPOLISHED, THAT IT CANNOT RECEIVE THE SPECIES AND REPRESENTATION WHICH FLOW FROM THE SUPERIOR INTELLECT; THIS MAN, I SAY, IS ALTOGETHER UNFIT FOR THE RECEIVING OF DREAMS AND PROPHESYING BY THEM. THEREFORE IT IS NECESSARY THAT HE WHO WOULD RECEIVE TRUE DREAMS SHOULD KEEP A PURE UNDISTURBED, AND AN UNDISQUIETED IMAGINATIVE SPIRIT, AND SO COMPOSE IT THAT IT MAY BE MADE WORTHY OF THE KNOWLEDGE AND GOVERNMENT BY THE MIND AND UNDERSTANDING; FOR SUCH A SPIRIT IS MOST FIT FOR PROPHESYING, AND IS A MOST CLEAR GLASS OF ALL THE IMAGES WHICH FLOW (EVERY WHERE) FROM ALL THINGS. WHEN THEREFORE WE ARE SOUND IN BODY, NOT DISTURBED IN MIND, OUR INTELLECT NOT DULLED BY MEATS AND DRINKS, NOT SAD THROUGH POVERTY, NOT PROVOKED THROUGH LUST, NOT INCITED BY ANY VICE, NOT STIRRED UP BY WRATH OR ANGER, NOT BEING IRRELIGIOUSLY AND PROPHANELY INCLINED, NOT GIVEN TO LEVITY, NOT LOST IN DRUNKENNESS, BUT CHASTELY GOING TO BED, FALL ASLEEP; THEN OUR PURE AND DIVINE SOUL, BEING FREE FROM ALL THE EVILS ABOVE RECITED, AND SEPARATED FROM ALL HURTFUL THOUGHTS, AND NOW FREED BY DREAMING, IS ENDOWED WITH THIS DIVINE SPIRIT AS AN INSTRUMENT, AND DOTH RECEIVE THOSE BEAMS AND REPRESENTATIONS WHICH ARE DARTED DOWN, AS IT WERE, AND SHINE FORTH FROM THE DIVINE MIND INTO ITSELF; AND, AS IT WERE IN A DEIFYING GLASS, IT DOES MORE CERTAIN, MORE CLEAR AND EFFICACIOUSLY BEHOLD ALL THINGS THAN BY THE VULGAR INQUIRY OF THE INTELLECT, AND BY THE DISCOURSE OF REASON. THE DIVINE POWERS INSTRUCTING THE SOUL, BEING INVITED TO THEIR SOCIETY BY THE OPPORTUNITY OF THE NOCTURNAL SOLITARINESS, NEITHER WILL THAT GENIUS BE WANTING TO HIM WHEN HE IS AWAKE, WHICH RULES ALL HIS ACTIONS. WHOSOEVER THEREFORE, BY QUIET AND RELIGIOUS MEDITATION, AND BY A DIET TEMPERATE AND MODERATE ACCORDING TO NATURE, PRESERVES HIS SPIRIT PURE SHALL VERY MUCH PREPARE HIMSELF, AND BY THIS MEANS BECOME (IN A DEGREE) DIVINE AND KNOWING ALL THINGS, JUSTLY MERITS THE SAME. BUT WHOSOEVER, ON THE CONTRARY, LANGUISHES WITH A FANTASTIC SPIRIT, HE RECEIVES NOT PERSPICUOUS AND DISTANT VISIONS; BUT EVEN AS THE DIVINE SIGHT, BY REASON OF ITS VISION, BEING WEAKENED AND IMPAIRED, JUDGES CONFUSEDLY AND INDISTINCTLY, SO ALSO WHEN WE ARE OVERCOME WITH WINE AND DRUNKENNESS, THEN OUR SPIRIT, BEING OPPRESSED WITH NOXIOUS VAPORS (AS A TROUBLED WATER IS APT TO APPEAR IN VARIOUS FORMS) IS DECEIVED, AND WAXES DULL; THEREFORE THOSE WHO WOULD RECEIVE ORACLES BY DREAMS, AND THOSE ORACLES TRUE AND CERTAIN, I WOULD ADVISE HIM TO ABSTAIN ONE WHOLE DAY FROM MEAT, AND THREE DAYS FROM WINE OR ANY STRONG LIQUORS, AND DRINK NOTHING BUT PURE WATER; FOR, TO SOBER AND RELIGIOUS MINDS, THE PURE SPIRITS ARE ADHERENT, BUT FLY THOSE WHO ARE DROWNED IN DRUNKENNESS AND SURFEITING. ALTHOUGH IMPURE SPIRITS DO VERY OFTEN ADMINISTER NOTABLE SECRETS TO THOSE WHO ARE APPARENTLY BESOTTED WITH WINE OR LIQUORS; YET ALL SUCH COMMUNICATIONS ARE TO BE CONTEMNED AND AVOIDED. BUT THERE ARE FOUR KINDS OF TRUE DREAMS, VIZ. THE FIRST, MATUTINE, BETWEEN SLEEPING AND WAKING; THE SECOND THAT WHICH ONE SEES CONCERNING ANOTHER, THE THIRD, THAT WHOSE INTERPRETATION IS SHEWN TO THE SAME DREAMER IN THE NOCTURNAL VISION; AND, LASTLY, THE FOURTH, THAT WHICH IS REPEATED TO THE SAME DREAMER IN THE NOCTURNAL VISION.
END OF PART FIRST
THE PERFECTION AND KEY OF THE CABALA, OR CEREMONIAL MAGIC
OF MAGIC PENTACLES AND THEIR COMPOSITION.
WE NOW PROCEED TO SPEAK OF THE HOLY AND SACRED PENTACLES AND SEALS. FOR THESE PENTACLES ARE CERTAIN HOLY SIGNS AND CHARACTERS, PRESERVING US FROM EVIL CHANCES AND EVENTS, HELPING AND ASSISTING US TO BIND, EXTERMINATE, AND DRIVE AWAY EVIL SPIRITS, ALLURING THE GOOD SPIRITS, AND RECONCILING THEM TO US. THESE PENTACLES CONSIST EITHER OF CHARACTERS OF GOOD SPIRITS OF THE SUPERIOR ORDER, OR OF SACRED PICTURES OF HOLY LETTERS OR REVELATIONS, WITH APT AND PROPER VERSICLES, WHICH ARE COMPOSED EITHER OF GEOMETRICAL FIGURES AND HOLY NAMES OF GOD, ACCORDING TO THE COURSE AND MANNER OF MANY OF THEM, OR THEY ARE COMPOUNDED OF ALL OF THEM, OR MANY OF THEM MIXED. THE CHARACTERS WHICH ARE USEFUL FOR US TO CONSTITUTE AND MAKE THE PENTACLES ARE THE CHARACTERS OF THE GOOD SPIRITS, CHIEFLY OF THE GOOD SPIRITS OF THE FIRST AND SECOND ORDER, AND SOMETIMES OF THE THIRD ORDER. THESE, KIND OF CHARACTERS ARE ESPECIALLY TO BE NAMED HOLY. WHATSOEVER CHARACTERS OF THIS KIND ARE TO BE INSTITUTED, WE MUST DRAW ABOUT HIM A DOUBLE CIRCLE, WHEREIN WE MUST WRITE THE NAME OF HIS ANGEL; AND IF WE WILL ADD SOME DIVINE NAME CONGRUENT WITH HIS SPIRIT AND OFFICE, IT WILL BE OF GREATER FORCE AND EFFICACY; AND IF WE DRAW ABOUT HIM ANY ANGULAR FIGURE, ACCORDING TO THE MANNER OF HIS NUMBERS THAT IS LAWFUL TO BE DONE. BUT THE HOLY PICTURES WHICH MAKE THE PENTACLES ARE THEY WHICH EVERY WHERE ARE DELIVERED TO US IN THE PROPHETS AND SACRED WRITINGS, BOTH IN THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS; EVEN AS THE FIGURE OF THE SERPENT HANGING ON THE CROSS, AND SUCH LIKE; WHEREOF MANY MAY BE FOUND IN THE VISIONS OF THE PROPHETS, AS IN ISAIAH, DANIEL, ESDRAS, AND OTHERS, AND LIKEWISE IN THE REVELATIONS OF THE APOCALYPSE. AND WE HAVE BEFORE SPOKEN OF THEM IN OUR FIRST PART, WHERE WE HAVE MADE MENTION OF HOLY THINGS, THEREFORE WHERE ANY PICTURE IS POSITED OF ANY OF THESE HOLY IMAGES, LET THE CIRCLE BE DRAWN ROUND IT ON EACH SIDE; WHEREIN LET THERE BE WRITTEN SOME DIVINE NAME THAT IS APT AND CONFORMED TO THE EFFECT OF THAT FIGURE, OR ELSE THERE MAY BE WRITTEN AROUND IT SOME VERSICLE TAKEN OUT OF PART OF THE BODY OF HOLY SCRIPTURE, WHICH MAY ASCERTAIN OR DEPRECATE THE DESIRED EFFECT. IF A PENTACLE WERE TO BE MADE TO GAIN A VICTORY, OR REVENGE AGAINST ONE'S ENEMIES, AS WELL VISIBLE AS INVISIBLE, THE FIGURE MAY BE TAKEN OUT OF THE SECOND BOOK OF THE MACCABEES, THAT IS TO SAY, A HAND HOLDING A GOLDEN SWORD DRAWN, ABOUT WHICH LET THERE BE WRITTEN THE VERSICLE THERE CONTAINED, TO WIT, TAKE THE HOLY SWORD, THE GIFT OF GOD, WHEREWITH THOU SHALL SLAY THE ADVERSARIES OF MY PEOPLE ISRAEL. OR ELSE THERE MAY BE WRITTEN ABOUT A VERSICLE OF THE FIFTH PSALM; IN THIS IS THE STRENGTH OF THY ARM: BEFORE THEY FACE THERE IS DEATH; OR SOME OTHER SUCH LIKE VERSICLE. BUT IF YOU WILL WRITE A DIVINE NAME ABOUT THE FIGURE, THEN LET SOME NAME BE TAKEN THAT SIGNIFIES FEAR; A SWORD, WRATH, THE REVENGE OF GOD, OR SOME SUCH LIKE NAME CONGRUENT AND AGREEING WITH THE EFFECT DESIRED. AND IF THERE SHALL BE WRITTEN ANY ANGULAR FIGURE, LET IT BE TAKEN ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBERS, AS WE HAVE TAUGHT WHERE WE HAVE TREATED OF NUMBERS, AND THE LIKE OPERATIONS. AND OF THIS SORT THERE ARE TWO PENTACLES OF SUBLIME VIRTUE AND GREAT POWER, VERY USEFUL AND NECESSARY TO BE USED IN THE CONSECRATION OF EXPERIMENTS AND SPIRITS; ONE WHEREOF IS THAT IN THE FIRST CHAPTER OF THE APOCALYPSE, TO WIT, A FIGURE OF THE MAJESTY OF GOD SITTING. UPON A THRONE, HAVING IN HIS MOUTH A TWO-EDGED SWORD, AS THERE IS DESCRIBED; ABOUT WHICH LET THERE BE WRITTEN, "I AM ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND THE END, WHICH IS, AND WHICH WAS, AND WHICH IS TO COME, THE ALMIGHTY. I AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST, WHO AM LIVING, AND WAS DEAD, AND BEHOLD I LIVE FOR EVER AND EVER; AND I HAVE THE KEYS OF DEATH AND HELL." THEN THERE SHALL BE WRITTEN ABOUT IT THESE THREE VERSICLES: MUNDA DEUS VIRTUTI TUAE--GIVE COMMANDMENT, O GOD, TO THY STRENGTH; CONFIRM, O GOD, THY STRENGTH IN US. LET THEM BE AS DUST BEFORE THE FACE OF THE WIND: AND LET THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SCATTER THEM. LET ALL THEIR WAYS BE DARKNESS AND UNCERTAIN: AND LET THE ANGEL OF THE LORD PERSECUTE THEM. MOREOVER, LET THERE BE WRITTEN ABOUT IT THE TEN GENERAL NAMES, WHICH ARE EL, ELOHIM, ELOHE, ZEBAOTH, ELION, ESCERCHIE, ADONAY, JAH, TETRAGRAMMATON, SADAY. THERE IS ANOTHER PENTACLE, THE FIGURE WHEREOF IS LIKE A LAMB SLAIN, HAVING SEVEN EYES AND SEVEN HORNS; AND UNDER HIS FEET A BOOK SEALED WITH SEVEN SEALS, AS IT IS IN THE FIFTH CHAPTER OF THE APOCALYPSE. ROUND ABOUT LET BE WRITTEN THIS VERSICLE, BEHOLD THE LION HATH OVERCOME OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, THE ROOT OF DAVID. I WILL OPEN THE BOOK AND UNLOOSE THE SEVEN SEALS THEREOF. AND ANOTHER VERSICLE, I SAW SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] LIKE LIGHTNING FALL DOWN FROM HEAVEN. BEHOLD I HAVE GIVEN YOU POWER TO TREAD UPON SERPENTS AND SCORPIONS, AND OVER ALL THE POWER OF YOUR ENEMIES, AND NOTHING SHALL BE ABLE TO HURT YOU. AND LET THERE BE ALSO WRITTEN ABOUT IT THE TEN GENERAL NAMES AS AFORESAID. BUT THOSE PENTACLES WHICH ARE THUS MADE OF FIGURES AND NAMES, LET THEM KEEP THIS ORDER; FOR WHEN ANY FIGURE IS POSITED, CONFORMABLE TO ANY NUMBER, TO PRODUCE ANY CERTAIN EFFECT OR VIRTUE, THERE MUST BE WRITTEN THEREUPON, IN ALL THE SEVERAL ANGLES, SOME DIVINE NAME OBTAINING THE FORCE AND EFFICACY OF THE THING DESIRED; YET SO NEVERTHELESS, THAT THE NAME WHICH IS OF THIS SORT DO CONSIST OF JUST SO MANY LETTERS AS THE FIGURE MAY CONSTITUTE A NUMBER; OR OF SO MANY LETTERS OF A NAME, AS, JOINED TOGETHER AMONG THEMSELVES, MAY MAKE THE NUMBER OF A FIGURE; OR BY ANY NUMBER WHICH MAY BE DIVIDED WITHOUT ANY SUPERFLUITY OR DIMINUTION. NOW SUCH A NAME BEING FOUND, WHETHER IT BE ONLY ONE NAME OR MORE, OR DIVERS NAMES, IT IS TO BE WRITTEN IN ALL THE SEVERAL ANGLES IN THE FIGURE; BUT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FIGURE LET THE REVOLUTION OF THE NAME BE WHOLLY AND TOTALLY PLACED, OR AT LEAST PRINCIPALLY. WE LIKEWISE CONSTITUTE PENTACLES BY MAKING THE REVOLUTION OF SOME KIND OF NAME, IN A SQUARE TABLE, AND BY DRAWING ABOUT IT A SINGLE OR DOUBLE CIRCLE, AND WRITING THEREIN SOME HOLY VERSICLE COMPETENT AND BEFITTING THIS NAME, OR FROM WHICH THAT NAME IS EXTRACTED. AND THIS IS THE WAY OF MAKING THE PENTACLES, ACCORDING TO THEIR SEVERAL DISTINCT FORMS AND FASHIONS, WHICH WE MAY, IF WE PLEASE, EITHER MULTIPLY OR COMMIX TOGETHER BY COURSE AMONG THEMSELVES, TO WORK THE GREATER EFFICACY, EXTENSION AND ENLARGEMENT OF FORCE AND VIRTUE. AS, IF A DEPRECATION WOULD BE MADE FOR THE OVERTHROW AND DESTRUCTION OF ONE'S ENEMIES, WE ARE TO MIND, AND CALL TO REMEMBRANCE HOW GOD DESTROYED THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH IN THE DELUGE OF WATERS, AND THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH, BY RAINING DOWN FIRE AND BRIMSTONE; LIKEWISE, HOW GOD OVERTHREW PHARAOH AND HIS HOST IN THE RED SEA; AND TO CALL TO MIND IF ANY OTHER MALEDICTION OR CURSE BE FOUND IN HOLY WRIT. AND THUS, IN THINGS OF THE LIKE SORT. SO LIKEWISE IN DEPRECATING AND PRAYING AGAINST PERILS AND DANGERS OF WATERS, WE OUGHT TO CALL TO REMEMBRANCE THE SAVING OF NOAH IN THE DELUGE OF WATERS, THE PASSING OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THROUGH THE RED SEA; AND ALSO WE ARE TO MIND HOW CHRIST WALKED ON THE WATERS, AND HOW HE SAVED THE SHIP IN DANGER FROM BEING CAST AWAY BY THE TEMPEST; AND HOW HE COMMANDED THE WINDS AND THE WAVES, AND THEY OBEYED HIM; AND ALSO, THAT HE DREW PETER OUT OF THE WATER, BEING IN DANGER OF DROWNING, AND THE LIKE. AND, LASTLY, WITH THESE WE INVOKE AND CALL UPON SOME CERTAIN HOLY NAMES OF GOD; TO WIT, SUCH AS ARE SIGNIFICATIVE TO ACCOMPLISH OUR DESIRE AND ACCOMMODATED TO THE DESIRED EFFECT; AS IF IT BE TO OVERTHROW ENEMIES; WE ARE TO INVOKE AND CALL UPON NAMES OF WRATH, REVENGE, FEAR, JUSTICE, AND FORTITUDE OF GOD; AND IF WE WOULD AVOID AND ESCAPE ANY EVIL OR DANGER, WE THEN CALL UPON THE NAMES OF MERCY, DEFENSE, SALVATION, FORTITUDE, GOODNESS, AND SUCH LIKE NAMES OF GOD. WHEN LIKEWISE WE PRAY TO GOD THAT HE WOULD GRANT US OUR DESIRES, WE ARE LIKEWISE TO INTERMIX THEREWITH THE NAME OF SOME GOOD SPIRIT, WHETHER ONE ONLY, OR MORE, WHOSE OFFICE IT IS TO EXECUTE OUR DESIRES; AND SOMETIMES ALSO WE REQUIRE SOME EVIL SPIRIT TO RESTRAIN OR COMPEL, WHOSE NAME LIKEWISE WE INTERMINGLE, AND THAT RIGHTLY, ESPECIALLY IF IT BE TO EXECUTE ANY EVIL WORK; AS REVENGE, PUNISHMENT, OR DESTRUCTION. FURTHERMORE, IF THERE BE ANY VERSICLE IN THE PSALMS, OR ANY OTHER PART OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE, THAT SHALL SEEM CONGRUENT AND AGREEABLE TO OUR DESIRE, THE SAME IS TO BE MINGLED WITH OUR PRAYERS. NOW, AFTER PRAYER HAS BEEN MADE TO GOD, IT IS EXPEDIENT AFTERWARDS TO MAKE AN ORATION TO THAT EXECUTIONER, WHOM, IN OUR PRECEDENT PRAYER TO GOD, WE HAVE DESIRED SHOULD ADMINISTER TO US, WHETHER ONE OR MORE, OR WHETHER HE BE AN ANGEL, OR STAR, OR SOUL, OR ANY OF THE NOBLE ANGELS. BUT THIS KIND OF ORATION OUGHT TO BE COMPOSED ACCORDING TO THE RULES WHICH WE HAVE DELIVERED IN THE FORMER PART OF OUR WORK, WHERE WE HAVE TREATED OF THE MANNER OF THE COMPOSITION OF ENCHANTMENTS. YOU MAY KNOW FARTHER, THAT THESE, KIND OF BONDS HAVE A THREEFOLD DIFFERENCE; FOR THE FIRST BOND IS WHEN WE CONJURE BY NATURAL THINGS; THE SECOND IS COMPOUNDED OF RELIGIOUS MYSTERIES, BY SACRAMENTS, MIRACLES, AND THINGS OF THIS SORT; AND THE THIRD IS CONSTITUTED BY DIVINE NAMES AND HOLY SEALS. WITH THESE, KIND OF BONDS WE MAY BIND NOT ONLY SPIRITS, BUT ALSO OTHER CREATURES WHATSOEVER, AS ANIMALS, TEMPESTS, BURNINGS, FLOODS OF WATERS, THE FORCE AND POWER OF ARMS. ALSO WE USE THESE BONDS AFORESAID, NOT ONLY BY CONJURATION, BUT SOMETIMES ALSO USING THE MEANS OF DEPRECATION AND BENEDICTION. MOREOVER IT CONDUCES MUCH TO THIS PURPOSE TO JOIN SOME SENTENCE OF HOLY SCRIPTURE, IF ANY SHALL BE FOUND CONVENIENT THERETO, AS IN THE CONJURATION OF SERPENTS, BY COMMEMORATING THE CURSE OF THE SERPENT IN THE EARTHLY PARADISE, AND THE SETTING UP THE SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS; AND FURTHER, ADDING THAT VERSICLE, THOU SHALL WALK UPON THE ASP AND THE BASILISK. SUPERSTITION IS ALSO OF MUCH PREVELANCY HEREIN, BY THE TRANSLATION OF SOME SACRAMENTAL RITES, TO BIND THAT WHICH WE INTEND TO HINDER; AS, THE RITES OF EXCOMMUNICATION, OF SEPULCHERS, FUNERALS, BURYING’S, AND THE LIKE SORT.
OF THE CONSECRATION OF ALL MAGICAL INSTRUMENTS AND MATERIALS WHICH ARE USED IN THIS ART
THE VIRTUE OF CONSECRATIONS CHIEFLY CONSISTS IN TWO THINGS, VIZ. THE POWER OF THE PERSON CONSECRATING, AND THE VIRTUE OF THE PRAYER BY WHICH THE CONSECRATION IS MADE. FOR IN THE PERSON CONSECRATING, THERE IS REQUIRED FIRMNESS, CONSTANCY, AND HOLINESS OF LIFE; AND THAT THE CONSECRATOR HIMSELF SHALL, WITH A FIRM AND UNDUBITABLE FAITH, BELIEVE THE VIRTUE, POWER, AND EFFECT THEREOF. THEN IN THE PRAYER BY WHICH THE CONSECRATION IS MADE IT DERIVES ITS VIRTUE EITHER FROM DIVINE INSPIRATION, OR ELSE BY COMPOSING IT FROM SUNDRY PLACES IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, IN THE COMMEMORATION OF SOME OF THE WONDERFUL MIRACLES OF GOD, EFFECTS, PROMISES, SACRAMENTS AND SACRAMENTAL THINGS, OF WHICH WE HAVE ABUNDANCE IN HOLY WRIT. THERE MUST LIKEWISE BE USED THE INVOCATION OF DIVINE NAMES, THAT ARE SIGNIFICATIVE OF THE WORK IN HAND; LIKEWISE, A SANCTIFYING AND EXPIATION WHICH IS WROUGHT BY SPRINKLING WITH HOLY WATER, UNCTIONS WITH HOLY OIL, AND ODORIFEROUS SUFFUMIGATIONS. THEREFORE, IN EVERY CONSECRATION THERE IS GENERALLY USED A BENEDICTION AND CONSECRATION OF WATER, EARTH, OIL, FIRE, AND SUFFUMIGATIONS, &C. WITH CONSECRATED WAX-LIGHTS OR LAMPS BURNING; FOR WITHOUT LIGHTS NO CONSECRATION IS DULY PERFORMED. YOU MUST THEREFORE PARTICULARLY OBSERVE THIS, THAT WHEN ANY THING (WHICH WE CALL PROPHANE) IS TO BE USED, IN WHICH THERE IS ANY DEFILEMENT OR POLLUTION, IT MUST, FIRST OF ALL, BE PURIFIED BY AN EXORCISM COMPOSED SOLELY FOR THAT PURPOSE, WHICH OUGHT TO PRECEDE THE CONSECRATION; WHICH THINGS BEING SO MADE PURE ARE MOST APT TO RECEIVE THE INFLUENCES OF THE DIVINE VIRTUE. WE MUST ALSO OBSERVE THAT AT THE END OF ANY CONSECRATION AFTER THE PRAYER IS RIGHTLY PERFORMED, AS WE HAVE MENTIONED, THE OPERATOR OUGHT TO BLESS THE THING CONSECRATED, BY BREATHING OUT SOME SENTENCE WITH DIVINE VIRTUE AND POWER OF THE PRESENT CONSECRATION, WITH A COMMEMORATION OF HIS VIRTUE AND AUTHORITY, THAT SO IT MAY BE THE MORE DULY PERFORMED, AND WITH AN EARNEST AND ATTENTIVE MIND. NOW I SHALL MENTION HERE SOME EXAMPLES, THAT, BY THESE, A PATH MAY BE MADE TO THE WHOLE PERFECTION THEREOF.
THE CONSECRATION OF WATER & EARTH
SO IN THE CONSECRATION OF WATER, WE MUST COMMEMORATE THAT GOD HAS PLACED THE FIRMAMENT IN THE MIDST OF THE WATERS, AND LIKEWISE THAT GOD PLACED THE FOUNTAIN OF WATERS IN THE EARTHLY PARADISE, FROM WHENCE SPRANG FOUR HOLY RIVERS THAT WATERED THE WHOLE EARTH; LIKEWISE WE ARE TO REMEMBER THAT GOD CAUSED THE WATERS TO BE AN INSTRUMENT OF HIS JUSTICE IN DESTROYING THE GIANTS, BY BRINGING ON THE DELUGE WHICH COVERED THE FACE OF THE WHOLE EARTH; AND IN THE OVERTHROW OF THE HOST OF PHARAOH IN THE RED SEA, AND THAT GOD LED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THROUGH ON DRY LAND, AND THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE RIVER JORDAN, AND LIKEWISE HIS MARVELOUSLY DRAWING WATER OUT OF THE STONY ROCK IN THE WILDERNESS; AND THAT, AT THE PRAYER OF SAMSON, HE CAUSED WATER TO FLOW OUT OF THE JAW-BONE OF AN ASS; AND LIKEWISE THAT GOD HAS MADE WATER THE INSTRUMENT OF HIS MERCY AND SALVATION FOR THE EXPIATION OF ORIGINAL SIN; ALSO THAT CHRIST WAS BAPTIZED IN THE RIVER JORDAN, AND HATH THEREBY SANCTIFIED AND CLEANSED THE WATERS. LIKEWISE, CERTAIN DIVINE NAMES ARE TO BE INVOCATED WHICH ARE CONFORMABLE HERETO; AS, THAT GOD IS A LIVING FOUNTAIN, LIVING WATER, THE FOUNTAIN OF MERCY, AND NAMES OF THE LIKE SORT.
CONSECRATION OF FIRE & WIND [AIR]
AND LIKEWISE, IN THE CONSECRATION OF FIRE, WE ARE TO COMMEMORATE THAT GOD HATH CREATED THE FIRE TO BE AN INSTRUMENT TO EXECUTE HIS JUSTICE, FOR PUNISHMENT, VENGEANCE, AND THE EXPIATION OF SINS; ALSO, WHEN GOD COMES TO JUDGE THE WORLD THAT HE WILL COMMAND A CONFLAGRATION OF FIRE TO GO BEFORE HIM; LIKEWISE WE ARE TO MENTION THAT GOD APPEARED TO MOSES IN A BURNING BUSH; AND ALSO HOW HE WENT BEFORE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL IN A PILLAR OF FIRE; AND THAT NOTHING CAN BE DULY OFFERED, SANCTIFIED, OR SACRIFICED, WITHOUT FIRE; AND HOW THAT GOD INSTITUTED FIRE TO BE KEPT IN CONTINUALLY IN THE TABERNACLE OF THE COVENANT; AND HOW MIRACULOUSLY HE RE-KINDLED THE SAME, BEING EXTINCT, AND PRESERVED IT ELSEWHERE FROM GOING OUT BEING HIDDEN UNDER THE WATERS; AND THINGS OF THIS SORT; LIKEWISE THE NAMES OF GOD ARE TO BE CALLED UPON WHICH ARE CONSONANT TO THIS; AS WE READ IN THE LAW AND PROPHETS, THAT GOD IS A CONSUMING FIRE; AND LIKEWISE IF THERE ARE ANY DIVINE NAMES WHICH SIGNIFY FIRE, AS THE GLORY OF GOD, THE LIGHT OF GOD, THE SPLENDOR AND BRIGHTNESS OF GOD.
THE CONSECRATION OF OIL
AND LIKEWISE IN THE CONSECRATION OF OIL AND PERFUMES WE ARE TO MENTION SUCH THINGS AS ARE CONSONANT TO THIS PURPOSE, AS OF THE HOLY ANOINTING OIL MENTIONED IN EXODUS, AND DIVINE NAMES SIGNIFICANT THEREUNTO; SUCH AS IS THE NAME CHRIST, WHICH SIGNIFIES ANOINTED; AND WHATEVER MYSTERIES THERE ARE RELATIVE TO OIL IN THE SCRIPTURES, AS THE TWO OLIVE-TREES DISTILLING HOLY OIL INTO THE LAMPS THAT BURN BEFORE THE FACE OF GOD, MENTIONED IN REVELATIONS.
OF THE BENEDICTION OF LIGHTS, LAMPS, WAX.
NOW, THE BLESSING OF THE LIGHTS, LAMPS, WAX IS TAKEN FROM THE FIRE, AND WHATEVER CONTAINS THE SUBSTANCE OF THE FLAME, AND WHATEVER SIMILITUDES ARE IN THE MYSTERIES, AS THE SEVEN CANDLESTICKS WHICH BURN BEFORE THE FACE OF GOD. THEREFORE, WE HAVE HERE GIVEN THE MANNER OF COMPOSING THE CONSECRATIONS, WHICH FIRST OF ALL ARE NECESSARY TO BE USED IN EVERY KIND OF CEREMONY, AND OUGHT TO PRECEDE EVERY EXPERIMENT OR WORK, AND WITHOUT WHICH NOTHING IN MAGIC RITES CAN BE DULY PERFORMED. IN THE NEXT PLACE, WE WILL SHEW THEE THE CONSECRATION OF PLACES, INSTRUMENTS, AND THE LIKE THINGS.
THE CONSECRATION OF PLACES, GROUND, CIRCLE.
THEREFORE WHEN YOU WOULD CONSECRATE ANY PLACE OR CIRCLE, YOU SHOULD TAKE THE PRAYER OF SOLOMON USED IN THE DEDICATION AND CONSECRATION OF THE TEMPLE; YOU MUST LIKEWISE BLESS THE PLACE BY SPRINKLING WITH HOLY WATER AND WITH SUFFUMIGATIONS, AND COMMEMORATE IN THE BENEDICTION HOLY MYSTERIES; SUCH AS THESE, THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE THRONE OF GOD, OF MOUNT SINAI, OF THE TABERNACLE OF THE COVENANT, OF THE HOLY OF HOLIES, OF THE TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM; ALSO THE SANCTIFICATION OF MOUNT GOLGOTHA, BY THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST; THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE TEMPLE OF CHRIST; OF MOUNT TABOR, BY THE TRANSFIGURATION AND ASCENSION OF CHRIST, AND BY, INVOCATING ALL DIVINE NAMES WHICH ARE SIGNIFICANT TO THIS; SUCH AS THE PLACE OF GOD, THE THRONE OF GOD, THE CHAIR OF GOD, THE TABERNACLE OF GOD, THE ALTAR OF GOD, THE HABITATION OF GOD, AND THE LIKE DIVINE NAMES OF THIS SORT, WHICH ARE TO BE WRITTEN ABOUT THE CIRCLE, OR PLACE TO BE CONSECRATED. AND, IN THE CONSECRATION OF INSTRUMENTS, AND EVERY OTHER THING THAT IS USED IN THIS ART, YOU MUST PROCEED AFTER THE SAME MANNER, BY SPRINKLING WITH HOLY WATER THE SAME, BY FUMIGATION, BY ANOINTING WITH HOLY OIL, SEALING IT WITH SOME HOLY SEAL, AND BLESSING IT WITH PRAYER, AND BY COMMEMORATING HOLY THINGS OUT OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, COLLECTING DIVINE NAMES WHICH ARE AGREEABLE TO THE THINGS TO BE CONSECRATED; AS FOR EXAMPLE, IN THE CONSECRATION OF THE SWORD WE ARE TO REMEMBER IN THE GOSPEL, "HE THAT HATH TWO COATS" AND THAT IN THE SECOND OF THE MACCABEES, IT IS SAID THAT A SWORD WAS DIVINELY AND MIRACULOUSLY SENT TO JUDAS MACCABEUS; AND IF THERE IS ANY THING OF THE LIKE IN THE PROPHETS, AS "TAKE UNTO YOU TWO-EDGED SWORDS." AND YOU SHALL ALSO, IN THE SAME MANNER, CONSECRATE EXPERIMENTS AND BOOKS, AND WHATEVER OF THE LIKE NATURE, AS WRITINGS, PICTURES, BY SPRINKLING, PERFUMING, ANOINTING, SCALING, BLESSING, WITH HOLY COMMEMORATIONS, AND CALLING TO REMEMBRANCE THE SANCTIFICATION OF MYSTERIES; AS THE TABLE OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, WHICH WERE DELIVERED TO MOSES BY GOD IN MOUNT SINAI, THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS, AND LIKEWISE OF THE LAW, PROPHETS, AND SCRIPTURES, WHICH WERE PROMULGATED BY THE HOLY GHOST: AND AGAIN, THERE ARE TO BE MENTIONED SUCH DIVINE NAMES AS ARE CONVENIENT TO THIS; AS THESE ARE, VIZ. THE TESTAMENT OF GOD, THE BOOK OF GOD, THE BOOK OF LIFE, THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, THE WISDOM OF GOD, AND THE LIKE. AND WITH SUCH KIND OF RITES AS THESE IS THE PERSONAL CONSECRATION PERFORMED. THERE ARE BESIDE THESE ANOTHER RITE OF CONSECRATION OF GREAT POWER AND EFFICACY; AND THIS IS ONE OF THE KINDS OF SUPERSTITION, VIZ. WHEN THE RITE OF CONSECRATION OR COLLECTION OF ANY SACRAMENT IN THE CHURCH IS TRANSFERRED TO THAT THING WHICH WE WOULD CONSECRATE. IT MUST BE NOTED THAT VOWS, OBLATIONS, AND SACRIFICES, HAVE THE POWER OF CONSECRATION ALSO, AS WELL REAL AS PERSONAL; AND THEY ARE, AS IT WERE, CERTAIN CONVENTIONS BETWEEN THOSE NAMES WITH WHICH THEY ARE MADE AND US WHO MAKE THEM, STRONGLY CLEAVING TO OUR DESIRE AND WISHED EFFECTS, AS WHEN WE SACRIFICE WITH CERTAIN NAMES., OR THINGS; AS FUMIGATIONS, UNCTIONS, RINGS, IMAGES, MIRRORS; AND SOME THINGS LESS MATERIAL, AS CHARACTERS, SEALS, PENTACLES, ENCHANTMENTS, ORATIONS, PICTURES, SCRIPTURES, OF WHICH WE HAVE LARGELY SPOKEN BEFORE.
OF THE INVOCATION OF EVIL SPIRITS, AND THE BINDING, OF, AND CONSTRAINING OF THEM TO APPEAR
NOW, IF THOU ART DESIROUS OF BINDING ANY SPIRIT TO A READY OBEDIENCE TO THEE, WE WILL SHEW YOU HOW A CERTAIN BOOK MAY BE MADE BY WHICH THEY MAY BE INVOKED; AND THIS BOOK IS TO BE CONSECRATED A BOOK OF EVIL SPIRITS, CEREMONIOUSLY TO BE COMPOSED IN THEIR NAME AND ORDER, WHEREUNTO THEY BIND WITH A CERTAIN HOLY OATH, THE READY AND PRESENT OBEDIENCE OF THE SPIRIT. THIS BOOK IS THEREFORE TO BE MADE OF THE MOST PURE AND CLEAN PAPER, WHICH IS GENERALLY CALLED VIRGIN PAPER; AND THIS BOOK MUST BE INSCRIBED AFTER THIS MANNER, VIZ. LET THERE BE DRAWN ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE BOOK THE IMAGE OF THE SPIRIT, AND ON THE RIGHT SIDE THEREOF HIS CHARACTER, WITH THE OATH ABOVE IT, CONTAINING THE NAME OF THE SPIRIT, HIS DIGNITY AND PLACE, WITH HIS OFFICE AND POWER. YET MANY MAGICIANS DO COMPOSE THIS BOOK OTHERWISE, OMITTING THE CHARACTERS AND IMAGES; BUT I THINK THAT IT IS MUCH MORE EFFICACIOUS NOT TO NEGLECT ANY THING ABOVE MENTIONED IN THE FORMS. THERE IS LIKEWISE TO BE OBSERVED THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF PLACES, TIMES, HOURS, ACCORDING TO THE STARS WHICH THESE SPIRITS ARE UNDER, AND ARE SEEN TO AGREE TO; WITH THEIR SITE, RITE, AND ORDER, BEING APPLIED. WHICH BOOK BEING SO WRITTEN, IS TO BE WELL BOUND, ADORNED, GARNISHED, EMBELLISHED AND KEPT SECURE, WITH REGISTERS AND SEALS, LEST IT SHOULD HAPPEN AFTER THE CONSECRATION TO OPEN IN SOME PART NOT DESIGNED, AND ENDANGER THE OPERATOR, AND, ABOVE ALL, LET THIS BOOK BE KEPT AS PURE AND REVERENT AS POSSIBLE; FOR IRREVERANCE OF MIND CAUSES IT TO LOSE ITS VIRTUE BY POLLUTION AND PROPHANATION. NOW THIS SACRED BOOK BEING THUS COMPOSED ACCORDING TO THE FORM AND MANNER WE HAVE DELIVERED, WE ARE TO CONSECRATE IT AFTER A TWO-FOLD WAY; THE FIRST IS, THAT ALL AND SINGULARLY EACH OF THE SPIRITS WHO ARE WRITTEN IN THE BOOK BE CALLED TO THE CIRCLE, ACCORDING TO THE RITES MAGICAL, WHICH WE HAVE BEFORE TAUGHT, AND PLACE THE BOOK WHICH IS TO BE CONSECRATED IN A TRIANGLE ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE CIRCLE; THEN READ, IN THE PRESENCE OF THE SPIRITS, ALL THE OATHS WHICH ARE CONTAINED AND WRITTEN IN THAT BOOK; THEN THE BOOK TO BE CONSECRATED BEING ALREADY PLACED WITHOUT THE CIRCLE IN A TRIANGLE THERE DRAWN, COMPEL ALL THE SPIRITS TO IMPOSE THEIR HANDS WHERE THEIR IMAGES AND CHARACTERS ARE DRAWN, AND TO CONFIRM AND CONSECRATE THE SAME WITH A SPECIAL AND COMMON OATH. THIS BEING DONE, LET THE BOOK BE SHUT AND PRESERVED AS WE HAVE SPOKEN BEFORE; THEN LICENSE THE SPIRITS TO DEPART ACCORDING TO DUE RITE AND MAGICAL ORDER. THERE IS ANOTHER METHOD EXTANT AMONG US OF CONSECRATING A GENERAL BOOK OF SPIRITS WHICH IS MORE-EASY, AND OF AS MUCH EFFICACY TO PRODUCE EVERY EFFECT, EXCEPT THAT IN OPENING THIS BOOK, THE SPIRITS DO NOT ALWAYS APPEAR VISIBLE. AND THIS WAY IS THUS: LET BE MADE A BOOK OF SPIRITS, AS WE HAVE BEFORE SHEWN, BUT IN THE END THEREOF WRITE INVOCATIONS, BONDS, AND STRONG CONJURATIONS, WHEREWITH EVERY SPIRIT MAY BE BOUND; THEN BIND THIS BOOK BETWEEN TWO LAMENS OR TABLES, AND ON THE INSIDE THEREOF DRAW OR LET BE DRAWN TWO HOLY PENTACLES OF THE DIVINE MAJESTY, WHICH WE HAVE BEFORE SET FORTH, OUT OF THE APOCALYPSE. THEN LET THE FIRST OF THEM BE PLACED IN THE BEGINNING, OF THE BOOK, AND THE SECOND AT THE END OF THE SAME. THIS BOOK BEING THUS PERFECTED, LET IT BE BROUGHT, IN A CLEAR AND FAIR NIGHT, TO A CIRCLE PREPARED IN A CROSS-WAY, ACCORDING TO THE ART WHICH WE HAVE BEFORE DELIVERED; AND THERE, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THE BOOK IS TO BE OPENED, AND TO BE CONSECRATED ACCORDING TO THE RITES AND WAYS WHICH WE HAVE BEFORE DELIVERED CONCERNING CONSECRATION, WHICH BEING DONE, LET ALL THE SPIRITS BE CALLED WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN THE BOOK, IN THEIR OWN ORDER AND PLACE, CONJURING THEM THRICE BY THE BONDS DESCRIBED IN THE BOOK THAT THEY COME TO THAT PLACE WITHIN THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS, TO ASSURE THEIR OBEDIENCE AND CONFIRM THE SAME, TO THE BOOK SO TO BE CONSECRATED; THEN LET THE BOOK BE WRAPPED UP IN A CLEAN LINEN CLOTH, AND BURY IT IN THE MIDST OF THE CIRCLE, AND STOP THE HOLE SO AS IT MAY NOT BE PERCEIVED OR DISCOVERED: THE CIRCLE BEING DESTROYED AFTER YOU HAVE LICENSED THE SPIRITS, DEPART BEFORE SUN-RISE; AND ON THE THIRD DAY, ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT, RETURN AND MAKE THE CIRCLE ANEW AND ON THY KNEES MAKE PRAYER UNTO GOD, AND GIVE THANKS TO HIM; AND LET A PRECIOUS PERFUME BE MADE, OPEN THE HOLE IN WHICH YOU BURIED YOUR BOOK AND TAKE IT OUT, AND SO LET IT BE KEPT, NOT OPENING THE SAME. THEN AFTER LICENSING THE SPIRITS IN THEIR, ORDER AND DESTROYING THE CIRCLE, DEPART BEFORE SUNRISE. AND THIS IS THE LAST RITE AND MANNER OF CONSECRATING, PROFITABLE TO WHATEVER WRITINGS, EXPERIMENTS, THAT DIRECT THE SPIRITS, PLACING THE SAME BETWEEN TWO HOLY LAMENS OR PENTACLES, AS IS BEFORE MENTIONED. BUT WHEN THE OPERATOR WOULD WORK BY THE BOOK THUS, CONSECRATED HE SHOULD DO IT IN A FAIR AND CLEAR SEASON, WHEN THE SPIRITS ARE LEAST TROUBLED; AND LET HIM TURN HIMSELF TOWARDS THE REGION OF THE SPIRITS; THEN LET HIM OPEN THE BOOK UNDER A DUE REGISTER, AND LIKEWISE INVOKE THE SPIRITS BY THEIR OATHS THERE DESCRIBED AND CONFIRMED, AND BY THE NAME OF THEIR CHARACTER AND IMAGE, TO WHATEVER PURPOSE YOU DESIRE, AND IF THERE BE NEED CONJURE THEM BY THE BONDS PLACED IN THE END OF THE BOOK. AND HAVING ATTAINED THY DESIRED EFFECT LICENSE THEM TO DEPART. AND NOW WE PROCEED TO SPEAK OF THE INVOCATION OF GOOD AS WELL AS BAD SPIRITS. THE GOOD SPIRITS MAY BE INVOCATED OF US, OR BY US, DIVERS WAYS, AND THEY IN SUNDRY SHAPES AND MANNERS OFFER THEMSELVES TO US, FOR THEY OPENLY SPEAK TO THOSE THAT WATCH, AND DO OFFER THEMSELVES TO OUR SIGHT, OR DO INFORM US BY DREAMS AND BY ORACLE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WE HAVE A GREAT DESIRE TO KNOW. WHOEVER THEREFORE WOULD CALL ANY GOOD SPIRIT TO SPEAK OR APPEAR IN SIGHT, HE MUST PARTICULARLY OBSERVE TWO THINGS; ONE WHEREOF IS ABOUT THE DISPOSITION OF THE INVOCANT, THE OTHER CONCERNING THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE OUTWARDLY TO BE ADHIBITED TO THE INVOCATION FOR THE CONFORMITY OF THE SPIRIT TO BE CALLED. IT IS NECESSARY THEREFORE THAT THE INVOCANT RELIGIOUSLY DISPOSE HIMSELF FOR THE SPACE OF MANY DAYS TO SUCH A MYSTERY, AND TO CONSERVE HIMSELF DURING THE TIME CHASTE, ABSTINENT, AND TO ABSTRACT HIMSELF AS MUCH AS HE CAN FROM ALL MANNER OF FOREIGN AND SECULAR BUSINESS; LIKEWISE HE SHOULD OBSERVE FASTING, AS MUCH AS SHALL SEEM CONVENIENT TO HIM, AND LET HIM DAILY, BETWEEN SUN-RISING AND SETTING, BEING CLOTHED IN PURE WHITE LINEN, SEVEN TIMES CALL UPON GOD, AND MAKE A DEPRECATION TO THE ANGELS TO BE CALLED AND INVOCATED, ACCORDING TO THE RULE WHICH WE HAVE BEFORE TAUGHT. NOW THE NUMBER OF DAYS OF FASTING AND PREPARATION IS COMMONLY ONE MONTH, THE TIME OF A WHOLE LUNATION. NOW, IN THE CABALA, WE GENERALLY PREPARE OURSELVES FORTY DAYS BEFORE. NOW CONCERNING THE PLACE, IT MUST BE CHOSEN CLEAN, PURE, CLOSE, QUIET, FREE FROM ALL MANNER OF NOISE, AND NOT SUBJECT TO ANY STRANGER'S SIGHT. THIS PLACE MUST FIRST OF ALL BE EXORCISED AND CONSECRATED; AND LET THERE BE A TABLE OR ALTAR PLACED THEREIN, COVERED WITH A CLEAN WHITE LINEN CLOTH, AND SET TOWARDS THE EAST: AND ON EACH SIDE THEREOF PLACE TWO CONSECRATED WAX-LIGHTS BURNING, THE FLAME THEREOF OUGHT NOT TO GO OUT ALL THESE DAYS. IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ALTAR LET THERE BE PLACED LAMENS, OR THE HOLY PAPER WE HAVE BEFORE DESCRIBED, COVERED WITH FINE LINEN, WHICH IS NOT TO BE OPENED UNTIL THE END OF THE DAYS OF CONSECRATION. YOU SHALL ALSO HAVE IN READINESS A PRECIOUS PERFUME AND A PURE ANOINTING OIL. AND LET THE ITEM BOTH BE KEPT CONSECRATED. THEN SET A SENSOR ON THE HEAD OF THE ALTAR, WHEREIN YOU SHALT KINDLE THE HOLY FIRE, AND MAKE A PRECIOUS PERFUME EVERY DAY THAT YOU PRAY. NOW FOR YOUR HABIT, YOU SHALL HAVE A LONG GARMENT OF WHITE LINEN, CLOSE BEFORE AND BEHIND, WHICH MAY COME DOWN QUITE OVER THE FEET, AND GIRD YOURSELF ABOUT THE LOINS WITH A GIRDLE. YOU SHALL LIKEWISE HAVE A VEIL MADE OF PURE WHITE LINEN ON WHICH MUST BE WROTE IN A GILT LAMEN, THE NAME TETRAGRAMMATON [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; ALL WHICH THINGS ARE TO BE CONSECRATED AND SANCTIFIED IN ORDER. BUT YOU MUST NOT GO INTO THIS HOLY PLACE TILL IT BE FIRST WASHED AND COVERED WITH A CLOTH NEW AND CLEAN, AND THEN YOU MAY ENTER, BUT WITH YOUR FEET NAKED AND BARE; AND WHEN YOU ENTER THEREIN YOU SHALL SPRINKLE WITH HOLY WATER, THEN MAKE A PERFUME UPON THE ALTAR; AND THEN ON THY KNEES PRAY BEFORE THE ALTAR AS WE HAVE DIRECTED. NOW WHEN THE TIME IS EXPIRED, ON THE LAST DAY, YOU SHALL FAST MORE STRICTLY; AND FASTING ON THE DAY FOLLOWING, AT THE RISING OF THE SUN, ENTER THE HOLY PLACE, USING THE CEREMONIES BEFORE SPOKEN OF, FIRST BY SPRINKLING THYSELF, THEN, MAKING A PERFUME, YOU SHALL SIGN THE CROSS WITH HOLY OIL IN THE FOREHEAD, AND ANOINT YOUR EYES, USING PRAYER IN ALL THESE CONSECRATIONS. THEN, OPEN THE LAMEN AND PRAY BEFORE THE ALTAR UPON YOUR KNEES; AND THEN AIL INVOCATION MAY BE MADE AS FOLLOWS:
AN INVOCATION OF THE GOOD SPIRITS
IN THE NAME OF THE BLESSED AND HOLY TRINITY, I DO DESIRE THEE, STRONG, AND MIGHTY ANGELS (HERE NAME THE SPIRITS YOU WOULD HAVE APPEAR) THAT IF IT BE THE DIVINE WILL OF HIM WHO IS CALLED TETRAGRAMMATON [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE HOLY GOD, THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT THOU TAKE UPON THEE SOME SHAPE AS BEST BECOMETH THY CELESTIAL NATURE, AND APPEAR TO US VISIBLY HERE IN THIS PLACE, AND ANSWER OUR DEMANDS, IN AS FAR AS WE SHALL NOT TRANSGRESS THE BOUNDS OF THE DIVINE MERCY AND GOODNESS, BY REQUESTING UNLAWFUL KNOWLEDGE; BUT THAT THOU WILT GRACIOUSLY SHEW US WHAT THINGS ARE MOST PROFITABLE FOR US TO KNOW AND DO TO THE GLORY AND HONOUR OF HIS DIVINE MAJESTY WHO LIVETH AND REIGNETH, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN. LORD THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN--MAKE CLEAN OUR HEARTS WITHIN US, AND TAKE NOT THY HOLY SPIRIT FROM US. O LORD, BY THY NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] WE HAVE CALLED THEM, SUFFER THEM TO ADMINISTER UNTO US. AND THAT ALL THINGS MAY WORK TOGETHER FOR THY HONOR AND GLORY, TO WHOM WITH THEE, THE SON AND BLESSED SPIRIT, BE ASCRIBED ALL MIGHT, MAJESTY, AND DOMINION WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN.
THE PARTICULAR FORM OF THE LAMEN
THE INVOCATION BEING MADE, THE GOOD ANGELS WILL APPEAR UNTO YOU WHICH YOU DESIRE, WHICH YOU SHALL ENTERTAIN WITH A CHASTE COMMUNICATION, AND LICENSE THEM TO DEPART. NOW THE LAMEN WHICH IS USED TO INVOKE ANY GOOD SPIRIT MUST BE MADE AFTER THE FOLLOWING MANNER: EITHER IN METAL CONFORMABLE OR IN NEW WAX MIXED WITH CONVENIENT SPICES AND COLORS; OR IT MAY BE MADE WITH PURE WHITE PAPER WITH CONVENIENT COLORS, AND THE OUTWARD FORM OF IT MAY BE EITHER SQUARE, CIRCULAR, OR TRIANGULAR, OR OF THE LIKE SORT, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE NUMBERS, IN WHICH THERE MUST BE WRITTEN THE DIVINE NAMES, AS WELL GENERAL AS SPECIAL. AND IN THE CENTER OF THE LAMEN DRAW A HEXAGON OR CHARACTER OF SIX CORNERS, IN THE MIDDLE THEREOF WRITE THE NAME AND CHARACTER OF THE STAR, OR OF THE SPIRIT HIS GOVERNOR, TO WHOM THE GOOD SPIRIT THAT IS TO BE CALLED IS SUBJECT. AND ABOUT THIS CHARACTER LET THERE BE PLACED SO MANY CHARACTERS OF FIVE CORNERS OR PENTACLES AS THE SPIRITS WE WOULD CALL TOGETHER AT ONCE. BUT IF WE SHOULD CALL ONLY ONE, NEVERTHELESS THERE MUST BE MADE FOUR PENTAGONS, WHEREIN THE NAME OF THE SPIRIT OR SPIRITS, WITH THEIR CHARACTERS, ARE TO BE WRITTEN. NOW THIS LAMEN OUGHT TO BE COMPOSED WHEN THE MOON IS IN HER INCREASE, ON THOSE DAYS AND HOURS WHICH AGREE TO THE SPIRIT; AND IF WE TAKE A FORTUNATE PLANET THEREWITH, IT WILL BE THE BETTER FOR THE PRODUCING THE EFFECT: WHICH TABLE OR LAMEN BEING RIGHTLY MADE IN THE MANNER WE HAVE FULLY DESCRIBED, MUST BE CONSECRATED ACCORDING TO THE RULES ABOVE DELIVERED. AND THIS IS THE WAY OF MAKING THE GENERAL TABLE OR LAMEN FOR THE INVOCATING OF ALL SPIRITS WHATEVER; THE FORM WHEREOF YOU MAY SEE IN THE PLATES OF PENTACLES, SEALS, AND LAMENS. NEVERTHELESS, WE MAKE SPECIAL TABLES CONGRUENT TO EVERY SPIRIT BY THE RULE WHICH WE HAVE ABOVE SPOKEN CONCERNING HOLY PENTACLES. WE WILL YET DECLARE UNTO YOU ANOTHER RITE MORE EASY TO PERFORM THIS THING: LET THE MAN WHO WISHES TO RECEIVE AN ORACLE FROM A SPIRIT BE CHASTE, PURE, AND SANCTIFIED; THEN A PLACE BEING CHOSEN PURE, CLEAN, AND COVERED EVERY WHERE WITH CLEAN AND WHITE LINEN, ON THE LORD'S DAY IN THE NEW OF THE MOON, LET HIM ENTER INTO THAT PLACE CLOTHED WITH WHITE LINEN; LET HIM EXORCISE THE PLACE, BLESS IT, AND MAKE A CIRCLE THEREIN WITH A CONSECRATED COAL; LET THERE BE WRITTEN IN THE OUTER PART OF THE CIRCLE THE NAMES OF THE ANGELS; IN THE INNER PART THEREOF WRITE THE MIGHTY NAMES OF GOD; AND LET BE PLACED WITHIN THE CIRCLE, AT THE FOUR PARTS OF THE WORLD, THE VESSELS FOR THE PERFUMES. THEN, BEING WASHED AND FASTING, LET HIM ENTER THE PLACE AND PRAY TOWARDS THE CAST THIS WHOLE PSALM, "BLESSED ARE THE UNDEFILED IN THE WAY." PSALM CXIX. THEN MAKE A FUMIGATION, AND DEPRECATE THE ANGELS BY THE SAID DIVINE NAMES, THAT THEY WILL APPEAR UNTO YOU, AND REVEAL OR DISCOVER THAT WHICH YOU SO EARNESTLY DESIRE; AND DO THIS CONTINUALLY FOR SIX DAYS, WASHED AND FASTING. ON THE SEVENTH DAY, BEING WASHED AND FASTING, ENTER THE CIRCLE, PERFUME IT, AND ANOINT THYSELF WITH HOLY OIL UPON THE FOREHEAD, EYES, AND IN THE PALMS OF BOTH HANDS, AND UPON THE FEET; THEN, WITH BENDED KNEES, SAY THE PSALM AFORESAID, WITH DIVINE AND ANGELICAL NAMES. WHICH BEING SAID, ARISE, AND WALK ROUND THE CIRCLE FROM EAST TO WEST, UNTIL THOU SHALT BE WEARIED WITH A GIDDINESS OF THY HEAD AND BRAIN, THEN STRAIGHTWAY FALL DOWN IN THE CIRCLE, WHERE THOU MAYEST REST, AND THOU WILT BE WRAPPED UP IN AN ECSTASY; AND A SPIRIT WILL APPEAR AND INFORM THEE OF ALL THINGS NECESSARY TO BE KNOWN. WE MUST OBSERVE ALSO, THAT IN THE CIRCLE THERE OUGHT TO BE FOUR HOLY CANDLES BURNING AT THE FOUR PARTS OF THE WORLD, WHICH OUGHT NOT TO WANT LIGHT FOR THE SPACE OF A WEEK. AND THE MANNER OF FASTING IS THIS: TO ABSTAIN FROM ALL THINGS HAVING A LIFE OF SENSE, AND FROM THOSE WHICH DO PROCEED FROM THEM, LET HIM DRINK ONLY PURE RUNNING WATER; NEITHER IS THERE ANY FOOD OR WINE TO BE TAKEN TILL THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN. LET THE PERFUME AND THE HOLY ANOINTING OIL BE MADE AS IS SET FORTH IN EXODUS, AND OTHER HOLY BOOKS OF THE HOLY BIBLE. IT IS ALSO TO BE OBSERVED, THAT AS OFTEN AS HE ENTERS THE CIRCLE, HE HAS UPON HIS FOREHEAD A GOLDEN LAMEN, UPON WHICH THERE MUST BE WRITTEN THE NAME TETRAGRAMMATON [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], IN THE MANNER WE HAVE BEFORE MENTIONED.
OF ORACLES BY DREAMS
BUT NATURAL THINGS AND THEIR OWN COMMIXTURES DO LIKEWISE BELONG UNTO MAGICIANS, AND WE OFTEN USE SUCH TO RECEIVE ORACLES FROM A SPIRIT BY A DREAM; WHICH ARE EITHER BY PERFUMES, UNCTIONS, MEATS, DRINKS, SEALS, RINGS. NOW THOSE WHO ARE DESIROUS TO RECEIVE ORACLES IN OR THROUGH A DREAM, LET HIM MAKE HIMSELF A RING OF THE SUN OR SATURN FOR THIS PURPOSE. THERE ARE LIKEWISE IMAGES OF DREAMS, WHICH, BEING PUT UNDER THE HEAD WHEN HE GOES TO SLEEP, DOTH EFFECTUALLY GIVE TRUE DREAMS OF WHATEVER THE MIND HATH BEFORE DETERMINED OR CONSULTED UPON, THE PRACTICE OF WHICH IS AS FOLLOWS: THOU SHALT MAKE AN IMAGE OF THE SUN, THE FIGURE WHEREOF MUST BE, A MAN SLEEPING UPON THE BOSOM OF AN ANGEL, WHICH THOU SHALT MAKE WHEN LEO ASCENDS, THE SUN BEING IN THE NINTH HOUSE IN ARIES; THOU SHALT WRITE UPON THE FIGURE THE NAME OF THE EFFECT DESIRED, AND IN THE HAND OF THE ANGEL THE NAME OF THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE SUN. LET THE SAME IMAGE BE MADE IN VIRGO ASCENDING, MERCURY BEING FORTUNATE IN ARIES IN THE NINTH; OR GEMINI ASCENDING, MERCURY BEING FORTUNATE IN THE NINTH HOUSE IN AQUARIUS; AND LET IT BE RECEIVED WITH SATURN WITH A FORTUNATE ASPECT, AND LET THE NAME OF THE SPIRIT BE WRITTEN UPON IT. LET THE SAME LIKEWISE BE MADE IN LIBRA ASCENDING, VENUS BEING RECEIVED FROM MERCURY IN GEMINI IN THE NINTH HOUSE, AND WRITE UPON IT THE ANGEL OF VENUS. AGAIN, YOU MAY MAKE THE SAME IMAGE AQUARIUS ASCENDING, SATURN FORTUNATELY POSSESSING THE NINTH IN HIS EXALTATION, WHICH IS LIBRA; AND LET THERE BE WRITTEN UPON IT THE ANGEL OF SATURN. THE SAME MAY BE MADE CANCER ASCENDING, THE MOON BEING RECEIVED BY JUPITER AND VENUS IN PISCES, AND BEING FORTUNATELY PLACED IN THE NINTH HOUSE, AND WRITE UPON IT THE SPIRIT OF THE MOON. THERE ARE LIKEWISE MADE RINGS OF DREAMS OF WONDERFUL EFFICACY; AND THERE ARE RINGS OF THE SUN AND SATURN; AND THE CONSTELLATION OF THEM IS WHEN THE SUN OR SATURN ASCEND IN THEIR EXALTATIONS IN THE NINTH, AND WHEN THE MOON IS JOINED TO SATURN IN THE NINTH, AND IN THAT SIGN WHICH WAS THE NINTH HOUSE OF THE NATIVITY; AND WRITE AND ENGRAVE UPON THE RINGS THE NAME OF THE SPIRIT OF THE SUN OR SATURN; AND BY THESE RULES YOU MAY KNOW HOW AND BY WHAT MEANS TO CONSTITUTE MORE OF THYSELF: BUT KNOW THIS, THAT SUCH IMAGES WORK NOTHING (AS THEY ARE SIMPLY IMAGES) UNLESS THEY ARE VIVIFIED BY A SPIRITUAL AND CELESTIAL VIRTUE, AND CHIEFLY BY THE ARDENT DESIRE AND FIRM INTENT OF THE SOUL OF THE OPERATOR. BUT WHO CAN GIVE A SOUL TO AN IMAGE, OR MAKE A STONE, OR METAL, OR CLAY, OR WOOD, OR WAX, OR PAPER TO LIVE? CERTAINLY NO MAN; (FOR THIS ARCANUM DOTH NOT ENTER INTO AN ARTIST OF A STIFF NECK,) HE ONLY HATH IT WHO TRANSCENDS THE PROGRESS OF ANGELS, AND COMES TO THE VERY ARCHITYPE HIMSELF. THE TABLES OF NUMBERS LIKEWISE CONFER TO THE RECEIVING OF ORACLES, BEING DULY FORMED UNDER THEIR OWN CONSTELLATIONS. HOLY TABLES AND PAPERS LIKEWISE SERVE TO THIS EFFECT, BEING ESPECIALLY COMPOSED AND CONSECRATED; SUCH AS THE ALMUTEL OF SOLOMON, AND THE TABLE OF THE REVOLUTION OF THE NAME TETRAGRAMMATON [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE OF THIS KIND, AND WRITTEN TO PRODUCE THESE EFFECTS, OUT OF VARIOUS FIGURES, NUMBERS, HOLY SCRIPTURES, AND PICTURES, WITH INSCRIPTIONS OF THE DIVINE NAMES OF GOD AND NAMES OF HOLY ANGELS; THE COMPOSITION WHEREOF IS TAKEN OUT OF DIVERSE PLACES OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, PSALMS, AND VERSICLES, AND OTHER CERTAIN PROMISES OUT OF THE DIVINE REVELATIONS AND PROPHECIES. TO THE SAME EFFECT DO CONDUCE, LIKEWISE, HOLY PRAYERS AND DEPRECATIONS AS WELL TO GOD AS TO THE BLESSED ANGELS; THE DEPRECATIONS OF WHICH PRAYERS ARE TO BE COMPOSED, AS WE HAVE BEFORE SHEWN, ACCORDING TO SOME RELIGIOUS SIMILITUDE, MAKING MENTION OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WE INTEND TO DO; AS OUT OF THE OLD TESTAMENT OF THE DREAM OF JACOB, JOSEPH, PHARAOH, DANIEL, AND NEBUCHADNEZZAR: IF OUT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, OF THE DREAM OF JOSEPH; OF THE THREE WISE MEN, OR MAGI, OF JOHN THE EVANGELIST SLEEPING UPON THE BREAST OF OUR LORD; AND WHATEVER OF THE LIKE KIND CAN BE FOUND IN RELIGION, MIRACLES, AND REVELATION. ACCORDING TO WHICH THE DEPRECATION MAY BE COMPOSED; IF WHEN HE GOES TO SLEEP IT BE WITH A FIRM INTENTION, AND THEN, WITHOUT DOUBT, THEY WILL AFFORD A WONDERFUL EFFECT. THEREFORE HE WHO IS DESIROUS OF RECEIVING TRUE ORACLES BY DREAMS, LET HIM ABSTAIN FROM SUPPER, FROM DRINK, AND BE OTHERWISE WELL DISPOSED, SO HIS BRAIN WILL BE FREE FROM TURBULENT VAPORS; LET HIM ALSO HAVE HIS BED-CHAMBER FAIR AND CLEAN, EXORCISED AND CONSECRATED IF HE WILL; THEN LET HIM PERFUME THE SAME WITH SOME CONVENIENT FUMIGATION, AND LET HIM ANOINT HIS TEMPLES WITH SOME UNGUENT EFFICACIOUS HEREUNTO, AND PUT A RING OF DREAMS UPON HIS FINGER; THEN LET HIM TAKE ONE OF THE IMAGES WE HAVE SPOKEN OF, OR SOME HOLY TABLE, OR PAPER, AND PLACE THE SAME UNDER HIS HEAD; THEN, HAVING MADE A DEVOUT PRAYER, LET HIM ADDRESS HIMSELF TO SLEEP, MEDITATING UPON THAT THING WHICH HE DESIRES TO KNOW; SO SHALL HE RECEIVE A MOST CERTAIN AND UNDOUBTED ORACLE BY A DREAM, WHEN THE MOON GOES THROUGH THAT SIGN WHICH WAS IN THE NINTH HOUSE OF HIS NATIVITY, AND ALSO WHEN SHE GOES THROUGH THE SIGN OF THE NINTH OF THE REVOLUTION OF HIS NATIVITY, AND WHEN SHE IS IN THE NINTH SIGN FROM THE SIGN OF PERFECTION. THIS IS THE WAY WHEREBY WE MAY OBTAIN ALL SCIENCES AND ARTS WHATSOEVER, WHETHER ALCHEMY, MAGIC, OR ELSE, SUDDENLY AND PERFECTLY WITH A TRUE ILLUMINATION OF OUR INTELLECT; ALTHOUGH ALL INFERIOR FAMILIAR SPIRITS WHATSOEVER CONDUCE TO THIS EFFECT, AND SOMETIMES ALSO EVIL SPIRITS SENSIBLY INFORM US INTRINSICALLY AND EXTRINSICALLY.
OF THE METHOD OF RAISING EVIL OR FAMILIAR SPIRITS BY A CIRCLE; LIKEWISE, THE SOULS AND SHADOWS OF THE DEAD
IT IS HERE CONVENIENT THAT WE SAY SOMETHING ABOUT THE MEANS USED BY EXORCISTS TO RAISE UP WHAT ARE USUALLY TERMED EVIL SPIRITS TO THE CIRCLE, AND, THE METHODS OF CALLING UP THE GHOSTS OR SOULS OF THOSE WHO HAVE DIED A VIOLENT OR PREMATURE DEATH. NOW, IF ANY ONE WOULD CALL ANY EVIL SPIRIT TO THE CIRCLE, HE MUST FIRST CONSIDER AND KNOW HIS NATURE, AND TO WHICH OF THE PLANETS IT AGREES, AND WHAT OFFICES ARE DISTRIBUTED UNTO HIM FROM THE PLANET. THIS BEING KNOWN, LET THERE BE SOUGHT OUT A PLACE FIT AND CONVENIENT, AND PROPER FOR HIS INVOCATION, ACCORDING TO THE NATURE OF THE PLANET AND THE QUALITY OF THE OFFICES OF THE SAME SPIRIT, AS NEAR AS IT CAN BE DONE; AS IF THEIR POWER BE OVER THE SEA, RIVERS OR FLOODS, THEN LET THE PLACE BE THE SEA-SHORE, AND SO OF THE REST. THEN CHUSE A CONVENIENT TIME BOTH FOR THE QUALITY OF THE AIR (BEING SERENE, QUIET, CLEAR AND FITTING FOR THE SPIRITS TO ASSUME BODIES); AS ALSO OF THE QUALITY OF AND NATURE OF THE PLANET AND THE SPIRIT, AS ON HIS DAY AND TIME IN WHICH HE RULES; HE MAY BE FORTUNATE OR UNFORTUNATE SOMETIMES OF THE DAY, AND SOMETIMES OF THE NIGHT, AS THE STARS AND SPIRITS DO REQUIRE. THESE THINGS BEING JUDICIOUSLY CONSIDERED, LET THE CIRCLE BE MADE AT THE PLACE ELECTED, AS WELL FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE INVOCANT AS THE CONFIRMATION OF THE SPIRIT. AND IN THE CIRCLE WRITE THE DIVINE GENERAL NAMES, AND ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH DO YIELD DEFENSE TO US; AND, WITH THEM, THOSE DIVINE NAMES WHICH DO RULE HIS PLANET, AND THE OFFICES OF THE SPIRIT HIMSELF; LIKEWISE WRITE THEREIN THE NAMES OF THE GOOD SPIRITS WHICH BEAR RULE IN THE TIME YOU DO THIS, AND ARE ABLE TO BIND AND CONSTRAIN THAT SPIRIT WHICH WE INTEND TO CALL. AND IF WE WILL FURTHER STRENGTHEN AND FORTIFY OUR CIRCLE, WE MAY ADD CHARACTERS AND PENTACLES AGREEING TO THE WORK; THEN ALSO, IF WE WILL, WE MAY EITHER, WITHIN OR WITHOUT THE CIRCLE, FRAME AN ANGULAR FIGURE WITH THE INSCRIPTION OF SUCH CONVENIENT NUMBERS AS ARE CONGRUENT AMONGST THEMSELVES TO OUR WORK, WHICH ARE TO BE KNOWN ACCORDING TO THE MANNER OF NUMBERS AND FIGURES DELIVERED IN OUR FIRST BOOK. FURTHER WE ARE TO BE PROVIDED WITH LIGHTS, PERFUMES, UNGUENTS, AND MEDICINES, COMPOUNDED ACCORDING TO THE NATURE OF THE SPIRIT AND PLANET WHICH AGREE WITH THE SPIRIT BY REASON OF THEIR NATURAL AND CELESTIAL VIRTUE. THEN WE ARE TO BE FURNISHED WITH HOLY AND CONSECRATED THINGS NECESSARY, NOT ONLY FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE INVOCANT AND HIS COMPANIONS, BUT ALSO SERVING FOR BONDS TO BIND AND CONSTRAIN THE SPIRITS; SUCH AS HOLY PAPERS, LAMENS, PICTURES, PENTACLES, SWORDS, SCEPTERS, GARMENTS OF CONVENIENT COLOR AND MATTER. THEN, WITH ALL THESE THINGS PROVIDED, LET THE EXORCIST AND HIS COMPANIONS GO INTO THE CIRCLE. IN THE FIRST PLACE, LET HIM CONSECRATE THE CIRCLE AND EVERY THING HE USES; WHICH BEING DONE IN A SOLEMN AND FIRM MANNER, WITH CONVENIENT GESTURE AND COUNTENANCE, LET HIM BEGIN TO PRAY WITH A LOUD VOICE AFTER THE MANNER FOLLOWING. FIRST, BY MAKING AN ORATION OR PRAYER TO GOD, AND THEN INTREATING THE GOOD SPIRITS; BUT WE SHOULD READ SOME PRAYER, OR PSALM, OR GOSPEL, FOR OUR DEFENSE IN THE FIRST PLACE. AFTER THOSE PRAYERS AND ORATIONS ARE SAID, LET HIM BEGIN TO INVOCATE THE SPIRIT WHICH HE DESIRES, WITH A GENTLE AND LOVING ENCHANTMENT TO ALL THE COASTS OF THE WORLD, WITH A COMMEMORATION OF HIS OWN AUTHORITY AND POWER. THEN REST AND LOOK ROUND TO SEE IF ANY SPIRIT DOES APPEAR; WHICH IF HE DELAYS, THEN LET HIM REPEAT HIS INVOCATION, AS ABOVE SAID, UNTIL HE HATH DONE IT THREE TIMES; AND IF THE SPIRIT IS OBSTINATE AND WILL NOT APPEAR, THEN LET THE INVOCATOR BEGIN TO CONJURE HIM WITH DIVINE POWER; BUT SO THAT ALL HIS CONJURATIONS AND COMMEMORATIONS DO AGREE WITH THE NATURE AND OFFICE OF THE SPIRIT, AND REITERATE THE SAME THREE TIMES, FROM STRONGER TO STRONGER, USING CONTUMELIES, CURSING’S, PUNISHMENTS, SUSPENSION FROM HIS POWER AND OFFICE, AND THE LIKE. AND AFTER THESE COURSES ARE FINISHED, CEASE; AND IF THE SPIRIT SHALL APPEAR, LET THE INVOCANT TURN HIMSELF TOWARDS THE SPIRIT, AND COURTEOUSLY RECEIVE HIM, AND, EARNESTLY ENTREATING HIM, LET HIM ASK HIS NAME, WHICH WRITE DOWN ON YOUR HOLY PAPER, AND THEN PROCEED BY ASKING HIM WHATSOEVER YOU WILL; AND IF IN ANY THING THE SPIRIT SHALL APPEAR TO BE OBSTINATE, AMBIGUOUS, OR LYING, LET HIM BE BOUND BY CONVENIENT CONJURATIONS; AND IF YOU DOUBT ANY THING, MAKE, WITHOUT THE CIRCLE WITH THE CONSECRATED SWORD, THE FIGURE OF A TRIANGLE OR PENTAGON, AND COMPEL THE SPIRIT TO ENTER INTO IT; AND IF YOU RECEIVE ANY PROMISE WHICH YOU WOULD HAVE CONFIRMED WITH AN OATH, STRETCH THE SWORD OUT OF THE CIRCLE, AND SWEAR THE SPIRIT BY LAYING HIS HAND ON THE SWORD. THEN HAVING OBTAINED OF THE SPIRIT THAT WHICH YOU DESIRE, OR ARE OTHERWISE CONTENTED, LICENSE HIM TO DEPART WITH COURTEOUS WORDS, GIVING COMMAND THAT HE DO NO HURT; AND IF HE WILL NOT DEPART, COMPEL HIM BY POWERFUL CONJURATIONS; AND IF NEED REQUIRE EXPEL HIM BY EXORCISMS AND BY MAKING CONTRARY SUFFUMIGATIONS. AND WHEN HE IS DEPARTED, GO NOT OUT OF THE CIRCLE, BUT MAKE A STAY, AND USE SOME PRAYER GIVING THANKS TO GOD AND THE GOOD ANGELS; AND ALSO PRAYING FOR YOUR FUTURE DEFENSE AND CONSERVATION, WHICH BEING ORDERLY PERFORMED YOU MAY DEPART. BUT IF YOUR HOPES ARE FRUSTRATED, AND NO SPIRIT WILL APPEAR, YET FOR THIS YOU NEED NOT DESPAIR; BUT LEAVING THE CIRCLE AFTER LICENSING TO DEPART (WHICH MUST NEVER BE OMITTED WHETHER A SPIRIT APPEARS OR NOT) RETURN AT OTHER TIMES, DOING AS BEFORE. AND IF YOU THINK THAT YOU HAVE ERRED IN ANY THING, THEN YOU SHALL AMEND BY ADDING OR DIMINISHING; FOR THE CONSTANCY OF REPETITION INCREASES YOUR AUTHORITY AND POWER, AND STRIKES A TERROR INTO THE SPIRITS, AND COMPELS THEM TO OBEY. AND OFTEN THE SPIRITS DO COME ALTHOUGH THEY APPEAR NOT VISIBLE (TO CAUSE TERROR TO HIM WHO CALLS THEM,) EITHER IN THE THING WHICH HE USES, OR ELSE IN THE OPERATION ITSELF. BUT THIS KIND OF LICENSING IS NOT GIVEN SIMPLY, BUT BY A KIND OF DISPENSATION, WITH SUSPENSION, UNTIL THEY SHALL RENDER THEMSELVES OBEDIENT: ALSO, WITHOUT A CIRCLE, THESE SPIRITS MAY BE CALLED TO APPEAR, BY THE WAY WE HAVE DELIVERED IN THE CONSECRATION OF A BOOK. BUT WHEN WE INTEND TO EXECUTE ANY EFFECT WHERE AN APPARITION IS NOT NEEDFUL, THEN THAT IS TO BE DONE, BY MAKING AND FORMING THAT WHICH IS TO BE TO US AN INSTRUMENT; AS WHETHER IT BE AN IMAGE, RING, CHARACTER, TABLE, WRITING, CANDLE, SACRIFICE, OR ANY THING ELSE; THEN THE NAME OF THE SPIRIT IS TO BE WRITTEN THEREIN WITH HIS CHARACTER, ACCORDING TO THE EXIGENCY OF THE EXPERIMENT, EITHER BY WRITING IT WITH BLOOD, OR OTHERWISE USING A PERFUME AGREEABLE TO THE SPIRIT. LIKEWISE, WE ARE OFTEN TO MAKE ORATIONS AND PRAYERS TO GOD AND THE GOOD ANGELS BEFORE WE INVOCATE ANY EVIL SPIRIT, CONJURING HIM BY DIVINE POWER. IN SOME FORMER PARTS OF OUR WORK WE HAVE TAUGHT HOW AND BY WHAT MEANS THE SOUL IS JOINED TO THE BODY. WE WILL IN THIS PLACE INFORM THEE FARTHER, THAT THOSE SOULS DO STILL LOVE THEIR RELINQUISHED BODIES AFTER DEATH, A CERTAIN AFFINITY ALLURING THEM AS IT WERE. SUCH ARE THE SOULS OF NOXIOUS MEN WHO HAVE VIOLENTLY RELINQUISHED THEIR BODIES, AND SOULS WANTING A DUE BURIAL, WHICH STILL WANDER IN A LIQUID AND TURBULENT SPIRIT ABOUT THEIR DEAD CARCASSES; BUT THESE SOULS, BY THE KNOWN MEANS BY WHICH THEY WERE JOINED TO THEIR BODIES, BY THE LIKE VAPORS, LIQUORS, AND SAVORS, ARE EASILY DRAWN INTO THEM. HENCE IT IS THAT THE SOULS OF THE DEAD ARE NOT TO BE CALLED UP WITHOUT BLOOD OR BY THE APPLICATION OF SOME PART OF THEIR RELICT BODY. IN THE RAISING THEREFORE OF THESE SHADOWS, WE ARE TO PERFUME WITH NEW BLOOD THE BONES OF THE DEAD, AND WITH FLESH, EGGS, MILK, HONEY, AND OIL, WHICH FURNISH THE SOUL WITH A MEDIUM APT TO RECEIVE ITS BODY. IT IS LIKEWISE TO BE UNDERSTOOD, THOSE WHO ARE DESIROUS TO RAISE ANY SOULS OF THE DEAD, OUGHT TO SELECT THOSE PLACES WHEREIN THESE KIND OF SOULS ARE MOST KNOWN TO BE CONVERSANT; OR BY SOME ALLIANCE ALLURING THE SOULS INTO THEIR FORSAKEN BODIES, OR BY SOME KIND OF AFFECTION IN TIMES PAST IMPRESSED IN THEM IN THEIR LIFE, DRAWING THE SOULS TO CERTAIN PLACES, THINGS, OR PERSONS; OR BY THE FORCIBLE NATURE OF SOME PLACE FITTED AND PREPARED TO PURGE OR PUNISH THESE SOULS: WHICH PLACES FOR THE MOST PART, ARE TO BE KNOWN BY THE APPEARANCE OF VISIONS, NIGHTLY INCURSIONS, AND APPARITIONS. THEREFORE, THE PLACES MOST FITTING FOR THESE THINGS ARE CHURCH-YARDS. AND BETTER THAN THEM ARE THOSE PLACES DEVOTED TO THE EXECUTIONS OF CRIMINAL JUDGMENTS; AND BETTER THAN THESE ARE THOSE PLACES WHERE, OF LATE YEARS, THERE HAVE BEEN SO GREAT AND SO MANY PUBLIC SLAUGHTERS OF MEN; AND THAT PLACE IS STILL BETTER THAN THOSE WHERE SOME DEAD CARCASS THAT CAME BY VIOLENT DEATH IS NOT YET EXPIATED, NOR WAS LATELY BURIED; FOR THE EXPIATION OF THOSE PLACES IS LIKEWISE A HOLY RITE DULY TO BE ADHIBITED TO THE BURIAL OF THE BODIES, AND OFTEN PROHIBITS THE SOUL RETURNING TO ITS BODY, AND EXPELS THE SAME AFAR OFF TO THE PLACE OF JUDGMENT. AND FROM HENCE IT IS THAT THE SOULS OF THE DEAD ARE NOT EASY TO BE RAISED UP, EXCEPT IT BE THE SOULS OF THEM WHOM WE KNOW TO BE EVIL, OR TO HAVE PERISHED BY A VIOLENT DEATH, AND WHOSE BODIES DO WANT THE RITE OF DUE BURIAL. NOW ALTHOUGH WE HAVE SPOKEN CONCERNING SUCH PLACES OF THIS KIND, IT WILL NOT BE SAFE OR COMMODIOUS TO GO UNTO THEM; BUT IT IS REQUISITE FOR US TO TAKE TO WHATSOEVER PLACE IS TO BE CHOSEN SOME PRINCIPAL RELICT OF THE BODY, AND THEREWITH MAKE A PERFUME IN DUE MANNER, AND TO PERFORM OTHER COMPETENT RITES. IT IS ALSO TO BE KNOWN, THAT BECAUSE THE SOULS ARE CERTAIN SPIRITUAL LIGHTS, THEREFORE ARTIFICIAL LIGHTS FRAMED OUT OF CERTAIN COMPETENT THINGS, COMPOUNDED ACCORDING TO A TRUE RULE, WITH CONGRUENT INSCRIPTIONS OF NAMES AND SEALS, DO VERY MUCH AVAIL TO THE RAISING UP OF DEPARTED SOULS. BUT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE NOW SPOKEN OF ARE NOT ALWAYS SUFFICIENT TO RAISE UP SOULS, BECAUSE OF AN EXTRA-NATURAL PORTION OF UNDERSTANDING AND REASON, WHICH IS ABOVE AND KNOWN ONLY TO THE HEAVENLY DESTINIES AND THEIR POWERS. WE SHOULD THEREFORE ALLURE THE SAID SOULS BY SUPERNATURAL AND CELESTIAL POWERS DULY ADMINISTERED, EVEN BY THOSE THINGS WHICH DO MOVE THE VERY HARMONY OF THE SOUL, AS WELL IMAGINATIVE AS RATIONAL AND INTELLECTUAL, SUCH AS VOICES, SONGS, SOUNDS, ENCHANTMENTS; AND RELIGIOUS THINGS, AS PRAYERS, CONJURATIONS, EXORCISMS, AND OTHER HOLY RITES, WHICH MAY COMMODIOUSLY BE ADMINISTERED HEREUNTO.
END OF PART SECOND
OF THE PARTICULAR COMPOSITION OF THE MAGICAL CIRCLE; OF EXORCISMS, BENEDICTIONS, AND THE CONJURATIONS OF EVERY DAY IN THE WEEK; AND THE MANNER OF WORKING DESCRIBED.
BOOK II. PART III.
THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS ARE THE PRINCIPAL AND SUM TOTAL OF ALL WE HAVE SAID, ONLY WE HAVE BROUGHT IT RATHER INTO A CLOSER TRAIN OF EXPERIMENT AND PRACTICE THAN ANY OF THE REST; FOR HERE YOU MAY BEHOLD THE DISTINCT FUNCTIONS OF THE SPIRITS; LIKEWISE, THE WHOLE PERFECTION OF MAGICAL CEREMONIES IS HERE DESCRIBED, SYLLABLE BY SYLLABLE. BUT AS THE GREATEST POWER IS ATTRIBUTED TO THE CIRCLES, (FOR THEY ARE CERTAIN FORTRESSES,) WE WILL NOW CLEARLY EXPLAIN, AND SHEW THE COMPOSITION AND FIGURE OF A CIRCLE.
THE COMPOSITION OF THE CIRCLE
[bookmark: img_pl21]THE FORMS OF CIRCLES ARE NOT ALWAYS ONE AND THE SAME, BUT ARE CHANGED ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF SPIRITS THAT ARE TO BE CALLED, THEIR PLACES, TIMES, DAYS, AND HOURS; FOR IN MAKING A CIRCLE IT OUGHT TO BE CONSIDERED IN WHAT TIME OF THE YEAR, WHAT DAY, AND WHAT HOUR, WHAT SPIRITS YOU WOULD CALL, AND TO WHAT STAR OR REGION THEY BELONG, AND WHAT FUNCTIONS THEY HAVE: THEREFORE, TO BEGIN, LET THERE BE MADE THREE CIRCLES OF THE LATITUDE OF NINE FEET, DISTANT ONE FROM ANOTHER ABOUT A HAND'S BREADTH. FIRST, WRITE IN THE MIDDLE CIRCLE THE NAME OF THE HOUR WHEREIN YOU DO THE WORK; IN THE SECOND PLACE, WRITE THE NAME OF THE ANGEL OF THE HOUR; IN THE THIRD PLACE, THE SEAL OF THE ANGEL OF THE HOUR; FOURTHLY, THE NAME OF THE ANGEL THAT RULES THE DAY IN WHICH YOU WORK, AND THE NAMES OF HIS MINISTERS; IN THE FIFTH PLACE, THE NAME OF THE PRESENT TIME; SIXTHLY, THE NAME OF THE SPIRITS RULING IN THAT PART OF TIME, AND THEIR PRESIDENTS; SEVENTHLY, THE NAME OF THE HEAD OF THE SIGN RULING IN THE TIME; EIGHTHLY, THE NAME OF THE EARTH, ACCORDING TO THE TIME OF WORKING; NINTHLY, AND FOR THE COMPLETING OF THE MIDDLE CIRCLE, WRITE THE NAME OF THE SUN AND MOON, ACCORDING TO THE SAID RULE OF TIME: FOR AS THE TIMES ARE CHANGED, SO ARE THE NAMES: AND IN THE OUTER CIRCLE LET THERE BE DRAWN, IN THE FOUR ANGLES, THE NAMES OF THE GREAT PRESIDENTIAL SPIRITS OF THE AIR THAT DAY WHEREIN YOU WOULD DO THIS WORK, VIZ. THE NAME OF THE KING AND HIS THREE MINISTERS. WITHOUT THE CIRCLE, IN FOUR ANGLES, LET PENTAGONS BE MADE. IN THE INNER CIRCLE WRITE FOUR DIVINE NAMES, WITH FOUR CROSSES INTERPOSED: IN THE MIDDLE OF THE CIRCLE, VIZ. TOWARDS THE EAST LET BE WRITTEN ALPHA; TOWARDS THE WEST, OMEGA; AND LET A CROSS DIVIDE THE MIDDLE OF THE CIRCLE. WHEN THE CIRCLE IS THUS FINISHED, ACCORDING TO RULE, YOU SHALL PROCEED TO CONSECRATE AND BLESS IT, SAYING, IN THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE HOLY, BLESSED, AND GLORIOUS TRINITY, PROCEED WE TO OUR WORK IN THESE MYSTERIES TO ACCOMPLISH THAT WHICH WE DESIRE; WE THEREFORE, IN THE NAMES AFORESAID, CONSECRATE THIS PIECE OF GROUND FOR OUR DEFENSE, SO THAT NO SPIRIT WHATSOEVER SHALL BE ABLE TO BREAK THESE BOUNDARIES, NEITHER BE ABLE TO CAUSE INJURY NOR DETRIMENT TO ANY OF US HERE ASSEMBLED; BUT THAT THEY MAY BE COMPELLED TO STAND BEFORE THIS CIRCLE, AND ANSWER TRULY OUR DEMANDS, SO FAR AS IT PLEASES HIM WHO LIVES FOR EVER AND EVER; AND WHO SAYS, I AM ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND THE END, WHICH IS, AND WHICH WAS, AND WHICH IS TO COME, THE ALMIGHTY; I AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST, WHO AM LIVING AND WAS DEAD; AND BEHOLD I LIVE FOR EVER AND EVER; AND I HAVE THE KEYS OF DEATH AND HELL. BLESS, O LORD! THIS CREATURE OF EARTH WHEREIN WE STAND; CONFIRM, O GOD! THY STRENGTH IN US, SO THAT NEITHER THE ADVERSARY NOR ANY EVIL THING MAY CAUSE US TO FAIL, THROUGH THE MERITS OF JESUS CHRIST. AMEN. IT IS ALSO TO BE KNOWN THAT THE ANGELS RULE THE HOURS IN A SUCCESSIVE ORDER, ACCORDING TO THE COURSE OF THE HEAVENS AND THE PLANETS TO WHICH THEY ARE SUBJECT; SO THE SAME SPIRIT WHICH GOVERNS THE DAY RULES ALSO THE FIRST HOUR OF THE DAY; THE SECOND FROM THIS GOVERNS THE SECOND HOUR, AND SO ON THROUGHOUT; AND WHEN SEVEN PLANETS AND HOURS HAVE MADE THEIR REVOLUTION IT RETURNS AGAIN TO THE FIRST WHICH RULES THE DAY. THEREFORE, WE SHALL FIRST SPEAK OF THE NAMES OF THE HOURS, VIZ.
A TABLE SHEWING THE MAGICAL NAMES OF THE HOURS, BOTH DAY AND NIGHT
	 
	NAMES OF HOURS OF THE DAY.
	 
	NAMES OF HOURS OF THE NIGHT.

	1
	YAIN
	1
	BERON

	2
	JANOR
	2
	BAROL

	3
	NASNIA
	3
	THAMI

	4
	SALLA
	4
	ATHAR

	5
	SADEDALI
	5
	METHON

	6
	THAMUR
	6
	RANA

	7
	OURER
	7
	NETOS

	8
	THAMIC
	8
	TAFRAC

	9
	NERON
	9
	SASSUR

	10
	JAYON
	10
	AGLE

	11
	ABAI
	11
	CALERVA

	12
	NATALON.
	12
	SALAM


 OF THE NAMES OF THE ANGELS AND THEIR SEALS IT SHALL BE SPOKEN IN THEIR PROPER PLACES; BUT HERE WE WILL SHEW THE NAMES OF THE TIMES. A YEAR THEREFORE IS FOUR--FOLD, AND IS DIVIDED INTO SPRING, SUMMER, AUTUMN, AND WINTER; THE NAMES THEREOF ARE THESE: THE SPRING, TALVI; THE SUMMER, CASMARAN; AUTUMN, ADARCEL; WINTER, FARLAS.
THE ANGELS OF THE SPRING--CARACASA, CORE, AMATIEL, COMMISSOROS.
THE HEAD OF THE SIGN IN SPRING IS CALLED SPUGLIGUEL. THE NAME OF THE EARTH IN SPRING, AMADAI.
THE NAMES OF THE SUN AND MOON IN SPRING: SUN, ABRAYM; MOON, AGUSITA.
THE ANGELS OF THE SUMMER--GARGATEL, TARIEL, GAVIEL.
THE HEAD OF THE SIGN OF THE SUMMER, TUBIEL. THE NAME OF THE EARTH IN SUMMER, FESTATIVI.
THE NAMES OF THE SUN AND MOON IN SUMMER: SUN, ATHEMAY; MOON, ARMATUS.
THE ANGELS OF THE AUTUMN--TARQUAM, GUABAREL.
THE HEAD OF THE SIGN OF AUTUMN, TORQUARET. THE NAME OF THE EARTH IN AUTUMN, RABINNARA.
THE NAMES OF THE SUN AND MOON IN AUTUMN: THE SUN, ABRAGINI, THE MOON, MATASIGNAIS.
THE ANGELS OF THE WINTER--AMABAEL, CETARARI.
THE HEAD OF THE SIGN OF WINTER, ATTARIB. THE NAME OF THE EARTH IN WINTER, GEREMIAH.
THE NAMES OF THE SUN AND MOON IN WINTER: THE SUN, COMMUTOFF; THE MOON, AFFATERIM.
THESE THINGS BEING KNOWN, FINISH THE CONSECRATION OF THE CIRCLE BY SAYING, "THOU SHALT PURGE ME WITH HYSOP, O LORD, AND I SHALL BE CLEAN: THOU SHALT WASH ME AND I SHALL BE WHITER THAN SNOW." THEN SPRINKLE THE SAME WITH HOLY WATER, AND PROCEED WITH THE BENEDICTION OF THE PERFUMES. 
BENEDICTION OF PERFUMES
THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, GOD OF ISAAC, GOD OF JACOB, BLESS HERE THE CREATURES OF THESE KINDS, THAT THEY MAY FILL UP THE POWER AND VIRTUE OF THEIR ODORS; SO THAT NEITHER THE ENEMY NOR ANY FALSE IMAGINATION MAY BE ABLE TO ENTER INTO THEM; THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. THEN SPRINKLE THE SAME WITH HOLY WATER.
THE EXORCISM OF FIRE INTO WHICH THE PERFUMES ARE TO BE PUT
I EXORCISE THEE, O THOU CREATURE OF FIRE, BY THE ONLY TRUE GOD JEHOVAH, ADONAI, TETRAGRAMMATON [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THAT FORTHWITH THOU CAST AWAY EVERY PHANTASM FROM THEE, THAT IT SHALL DO NO HURT TO ANY ONE. WE BESEECH THEE, O LORD, TO BLESS THIS CREATURE OF FIRE, AND SANCTIFY IT, SO THAT IT MAY BE BLESSED TO SET FORTH THE PRAISE AND GLORY OF THY HOLY NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND THAT NO HURT MAY BE PERMITTED TO COME TO THE EXORCISER OR SPECTATORS; THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. AMEN.
OF THE HABIT OF THE EXORCIST
IT SHOULD BE MADE, AS WE HAVE BEFORE DESCRIBED, OF FINE WHITE LINEN AND CLEAN, AND TO COME ROUND THE BODY LOOSE, BUT CLOSE BEFORE AND BEHIND.
OF THE PENTACLE OF SOLOMON
IT IS ALWAYS NECESSARY TO HAVE THIS PENTACLE IN READINESS TO BIND WITH, IN CASE THE SPIRITS SHOULD REFUSE TO BE OBEDIENT, AS THEY CAN HAVE NO POWER OVER THE EXORCIST WHILE PROVIDED WITH AND FORTIFIED BY THE PENTACLE, THE VIRTUE OF THE HOLY NAMES THEREIN WRITTEN PRESIDING WITH WONDERFUL INFLUENCE OVER THE SPIRITS. IT SHOULD BE MADE IN THE DAY AND HOUR OF MERCURY UPON PARCHMENT MADE OF A KIDSKIN, OR VIRGIN, OR PURE, CLEAN, WHITE PAPER; AND THE FIGURES AND LETTERS WROTE IN PURE GOLD; AND IT OUGHT TO BE CONSECRATED AND SPRINKLED (AS BEFORE OFTEN SPOKEN) WITH HOLY WATER. WHEN THE VESTURE IS PUT ON, IT WILL BE CONVENIENT TO SAY THE FOLLOWING ORATION:
AN ORATION WHEN THE HABIT OR VESTURE IS PUT ON
ANOOR, AMACOR, AMIDES, THEODONIAS, ANITOR; BY THE MERITS OF THE ANGELS, O LORD! I WILL PUT ON THE GARMENT OF SALVATION, THAT THIS WHICH I DESIRE I MAY BRING TO EFFECT, THROUGH THEE, THE MOST HOLY ADONAI, WHOSE KINGDOM ENDURES FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.
THE MANNER OF WORKING
LET THE MOON BE INCREASING AND EQUAL, IF IT CAN THEN BE CONVENIENTLY DONE; BUT ESPECIALLY LET HER NOT BE COMBUST, OR IN VIA COMBUSTA, WHICH IS BETWEEN FOURTEEN DEGREES OF LIBRA AND FOURTEEN DEGREES OF SCORPIO. THE OPERATOR OUGHT TO BE CLEAN AND PURIFIED FOR NINE DAYS BEFORE HE DOES THE WORK. LET HIM HAVE READY THE PERFUME APPROPRIATED TO THE DAY WHEREIN HE DOES THE WORK; AND HE MUST BE PROVIDED WITH HOLY WATER FROM A CLERGYMAN, OR HE MAY MAKE IT HOLY HIMSELF, BY READING OVER IT THE CONSECRATION OF WATER OF BAPTISM; HE MUST HAVE A NEW VESSEL OF EARTH, WITH FIRE, THE VESTURE, AND THE PENTACLE; AND LET ALL THESE THINGS BE RIGHTLY AND DULY CONSECRATED AND PREPARED. LET ONE OF THE COMPANIONS CARRY THE VESSEL WITH FIRE, AND THE PERFUMES, AND LET ANOTHER BEAR THE BOOK, THE GARMENT, AND PENTACLE; AND LET THE OPERATOR HIMSELF CARRY THE SWORD, OVER WHICH SHOULD BE SAID A PRAYER OF CONSECRATION: AND ON THE MIDDLE OF THE SWORD ON ONE SIDE LET THERE BE ENGRAVEN AGLA ✠, AND ON THE OTHER SIDE, ✠ ON, ✠ TETRAGRAMMATON [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ✠. AND THE PLACE BEING FIXED UPON WHERE THE CIRCLE IS TO BE ERECTED, LET HIM DRAW THE LINES WE HAVE BEFORE TAUGHT, AND SPRINKLE THE SAME WITH HOLY WATER, CONSECRATING. THE OPERATOR OUGHT THEREFORE TO BE PREPARED WITH FASTING, CHASTITY, AND ABSTINENCE, FOR THE SPACE OF THREE DAYS BEFORE THE DAY OF OPERATION; AND ON THE DAY THAT HE WOULD DO THIS WORK, BEING CLOTHED WITH THE FORE-MENTIONED VESTURE, AND FURNISHED WITH PENTACLES, PERFUMES, A SWORD, HOLY BIBLE, PAPER, PEN, AND CONSECRATED INK, AND ALL THINGS NECESSARY HEREUNTO, LET HIM ENTER THE CIRCLE, AND CALL THE ANGELS FROM THE FOUR PARTS OF THE WORLD WHICH DO RULE THE SEVEN PLANETS, THE SEVEN DAYS OF THE WEEK, COLORS, AND METALS, WHOSE NAMES YOU WILL SEE IN THEIR PLACES; AND, WITH BENDED KNEES, FIRST LET HIM SAY THE PATERNOSTER OR LORD'S PRAYER, AND THEN LET HIM INVOCATE THE SAID ANGELS, SAYING, O ANGELI! SUPRADICTI ESTOTE ADJUTORES MIHI PETITIONI & IN ADJUTORUM MIHI, IN MEIS REBUS ET PETITIONIBUS. THEN CALL THE ANGELS FROM THE FOUR PARTS OF THE WORLD THAT RULE THE AIR THE SAME DAY IN WHICH HE MAKES THE EXPERIMENT; AND, HAVING EMPLOYED ESPECIALLY ALL THE NAMES AND SPIRITS WITHIN THE CIRCLE, SAY, O VOS OMNES, ADJUTORE ATQUE CONTESTOR PER SEDEM ADONAI, PER HAGIOS, THEOS, ISCHYROS, ATHANATOS, PARACLETOS, ALPHA & OMEGA, & PER HÆC TRIA NOMINA SECRETA, AGLA, ON, TETRAGRAMMATON, QUOD HODIE DEBEATIS ADIMPLERE QUOD CUPIO. THESE THINGS BEING PERFORMED, LET HIM READ THE CONJURATION ASSIGNED FOR THE DAY; BUT IF THEY SHALL BE PERTINACIOUS OR REFRACTORY, AND WILL NOT YIELD THEMSELVES OBEDIENT, NEITHER TO THE CONJURATION ASSIGNED FOR THE DAY, NOR ANY OF THE PRAYERS BEFORE MADE, THEN USE THE EXORCISM FOLLOWING:
A GENERAL EXORCISM OF THE SPIRITS OF THE AIR
WE BEING MADE AFTER THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD, ENDUED WITH POWER FROM GOD AND MADE AFTER HIS WILL, DO EXORCISE YOU, BY THE MOST MIGHTY AND POWERFUL NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, EL, STRONG AND WONDERFUL, (HERE NAME THE SPIRIT WHICH IS TO APPEAR,) AND WE COMMAND YOU BY HIM WHO SPOKE THE WORD AND IT WAS DONE, AND BY ALL THE NAMES OF GOD, AND BY THE NAME ADONAI, EL, ELOHIM, ELOHE, ZEBAOTH, ELION, ESERCHIE, JAH, TETRAGRAMMATON [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], SADAI, LORD GOD MOST-HIGH: WE EXORCISE YOU, AND POWERFULLY COMMAND YOU THAT YOU FORTHWITH APPEAR UNTO US HERE BEFORE THIS CIRCLE IN A FAIR HUMAN SHAPE, WITHOUT ANY DEFORMITY OR TORTUOSITY; COME YE ALL SUCH, BECAUSE WE COMMAND YOU BY THE NAME YAW AND VAU, WHICH ADAM HEARD AND SPOKE; AND BY THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, AGLA, WHICH LOT HEARD, AND WAS SAVED WITH HIS FAMILY; AND BY THE NAME JOTH, WHICH JACOB HEARD FROM THE ANGEL WRESTLING WITH HIM, AND WAS DELIVERED FROM THE HAND OF HIS BROTHER ESAU; AND BY THE NAME ANAPHEXETON, WHICH AARON HEARD AND SPOKE, AND WAS MADE WISE; AND BY THE NAME ZEBAOTH, WHICH MOSES NAMED, AND ALL THE RIVERS WERE TURNED INTO BLOOD; AND BY THE NAME ESERCHIE ORISTON, WHICH MOSES NAMED, AND ALL THE RIVERS BROUGHT FORTH FROGS, AND THEY ASCENDED INTO THE HOUSES OF THE EGYPTIANS, DESTROYING ALL THINGS; AND BY THE NAME ELION, WHICH MOSES NAMED, AND THERE WAS GREAT HAIL, SUCH AS HAD NOT BEEN SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD; AND BY THE NAME ADONAI, WHICH MOSES NAMED, AND THERE CAME UP LOCUSTS, WHICH APPEARED UPON THE WHOLE LAND OF EGYPT, AND DEVOURED ALL WHICH THE HAIL HAD LEFT; AND BY THE NAME SCHEMA AMATHIA, WHICH JOSHUA CALLED UPON, AND THE SUN STAYED HIS COURSE; AND BY THE NAME ALPHA AND OMEGA, WHICH DANIEL NAMED, AND DESTROYED BEL AND SLEW THE DRAGON; AND IN THE NAME EMMANUEL, WHICH THE THREE CHILDREN, SIDRACH, MISACH, AND ABEDNEGO, SUNG IN THE MIDST OF THE FIERY FURNACE, AND WERE DELIVERED; AND BY THE NAME HAGIOS; AND BY THE SEAL OF ADONAI; AND BY ISCHYROS, ATHANATOS, PARACLETOS; AND BY THESE THREE SECRET NAMES, AGLA, ON, TETRAGRAMMATON [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], I DO ADJURE AND CONTEST YOU; AND BY THESE NAMES, AND BY ALL THE OTHER NAMES OF THE LIVING AND TRUE GOD, OUR LORD ALMIGHTY, I EXORCISE AND COMMAND YOU, BY HIM WHO SPOKE THE WORD AND IT WAS DONE, TO WHOM ALL CREATURES ARE OBEDIENT; AND BY THE DREADFUL JUDGMENT OF GOD; AND BY THE UNCERTAIN SEA OF GLASS, WHICH IS BEFORE THE DIVINE MAJESTY, MIGHTY AND POWERFUL; BY THE FOUR BEASTS BEFORE THE THRONE, HAVING EYES BEFORE AND BEHIND; AND BY THE FIRE ROUND ABOUT HIS THRONE; AND BY THE HOLY ANGELS OF HEAVEN; BY THE MIGHTY WISDOM OF GOD, WE DO POWERFULLY EXORCISE YOU, THAT YOU APPEAR HERE BEFORE THIS CIRCLE, TO FULFIL OUR WILL IN ALL THINGS WHICH SHALL SEEM GOOD UNTO US; BY THE SEAL OF BALDACHIA, AND BY THIS NAME PRIMEUMATON, WHICH MOSES NAMED, AND THE EARTH OPENED AND SWALLOWED UP CORAH, DATHAN, AND ABIRAM: AND IN THE POWER OF THAT NAME PRIMEUMATON, COMMANDING THE WHOLE HOST OF HEAVEN, WE CURSE YOU, AND DEPRIVE YOU OF YOUR OFFICE, JOY, AND PLACE, AND DO BIND YOU IN THE DEPTH OF THE BOTTOMLESS PIT, THERE TO REMAIN UNTIL THE DREADFUL DAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT; AND WE BIND YOU INTO ETERNAL FIRE, AND INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE, UNLESS YOU FORTHWITH APPEAR BEFORE THIS CIRCLE TO DO OUR WILL THEREFORE, COME YE, BY THESE NAMES, ADONAI, ZEBAOTH, ADONAI, AMIORAM; COME YE, COME YE, COME YE, ADONAI COMMANDETH; SADAY, THE MOST MIGHTY KING OF KINGS, WHOSE POWER NO CREATURE IS ABLE TO RESIST, BE UNTO YOU MOST DREADFUL, UNLESS YE OBEY, AND FORTHWITH AFFABLY APPEAR BEFORE THIS CIRCLE, LET MISERABLE RUIN AND FIRE UNQUENCHABLE REMAIN WITH YOU; THEREFORE COME YE, IN THE NAME OF ADONAI, ZEBAOTH, ADONAI, AMIORAM; COME, COME, WHY STAY YOU? HASTEN! ADONAI, SADAI, THE KING OF KINGS COMMANDS YOU: EL, ATY, TITCIP, AZIA, HIN, JEN, MINOSEL, ACHADAN, VAY, VAAH, EY, EXE, A, EL, EL, EL, A, HY, HAU, HAU, HAU, VAU, VAU, VAU, VAU.
A PRAYER TO GOD, TO BE SAID IN THE FOUR PARTS OF THE WORLD IN THE CIRCLE
AMORULE, TANEHA, LATISTEN, RABUR, TENEBA, LATISTEN, ESCHA, ALADIA, ALPHA AND OMEGA, LEYSTE, ORISION, ADONAI; O MOST MERCIFUL HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN]! HAVE MERCY UPON ME, ALTHOUGH A SINNER; MAKE APPEAR THE ARM OF THY POWER IN ME THIS DAY AGAINST THESE OBSTINATE SPIRITS, THAT 1, BY THY WILL, MAY BE MADE A CONTEMPLATOR OF THY DIVINE WORKS, AND MAY BE ILLUSTRATED WITH ALL WISDOM, TO THE HONOR AND GLORY OF THY HOLY NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. I HUMBLY BESEECH THEE, THAT THESE SPIRITS WHICH I CALL BY THY JUDGMENT MAY BE BOUND AND CONSTRAINED TO COME AND GIVE TRUE AND PERFECT ANSWERS TO THOSE THINGS WHICH I SHALL ASK OF THEM; AND THAT THEY MAY DO AND DECLARE THOSE THINGS UNTO US, WHICH BY ME MAY BE COMMANDED OF THEM, NOT HURTING ANY CREATURE, NEITHER INJURING OR TERRIFYING ME OR MY FELLOWS, NOR HURTING ANY OTHER CREATURE, AND AFFRIGHTING NO MAN; AND LET THEM BE OBEDIENT TO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE REQUIRED OF THEM. THEN, STANDING IN THE MIDDLE OF THE CIRCLE, STRETCH OUT THY HAND TOWARDS THE PENTACLE, SAYING, BY THE PENTACLE OF SOLOMON I HAVE CALLED YOU; GIVE ME A TRUE ANSWER.
THEN FOLLOWS THIS ORATION
BERALANENSIS, BALDACHIENSIS, PAUMACHIA, AND APOLOGIA SEDES, BY THE MOST MIGHTY KINGS AND POWERS, AND THE MOST POWERFUL PRINCES, GENII, LIACHIDÆ, MINISTERS OF THE TARTAREAN SEAT, CHIEF PRINCE OF THE SEAT OF APOLOGIA, IN THE NINTH LEGION, I INVOKE YOU, AND BY INVOCATING, CONJURE YOU; AND BEING ARMED WITH POWER FROM THE SUPREME MAJESTY, I STRONGLY COMMAND YOU, BY HIM WHO SPOKE AND IT WAS DONE, AND TO WHOM ALL CREATURES ARE OBEDIENT; AND BY THIS INEFFABLE NAME, TETRAGRAMMATON JEHOVAH [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHICH BEING BEARD THE ELEMENTS ARE OVERTHROWN, THE AIR IS SHAKEN, THE SEA RUNS BACK, THE FIRE IS QUENCHED, THE EARTH TREMBLES, AND ALL THE HOST OF THE CELESTIALS, AND TERRESTRIALS, AND INFERNALS DO TREMBLE TOGETHER, AND ARE TROUBLED AND CONFOUNDED: WHEREFORE, FORTHWITH AND WITHOUT DELAY, DO YOU COME FROM ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD, AND MAKE RATIONAL ANSWERS UNTO ALL THINGS I SHALL ASK OF YOU; AND COME YE PEACEABLY, VISIBLY AND AFFABLY NOW, WITHOUT DELAY, MANIFESTING WHAT WE DESIRE, BEING CONJURED BY THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LIVING AND TRUE GOD, HELIOREN, AND FULFIL OUR COMMANDS, AND PERSIST UNTO THE END, AND ACCORDING TO OUR INTENTIONS, VISIBLY AND AFFABLY SPEAKING UNTO US WITH A CLEAR VOICE, INTELLIGIBLE, AND WITHOUT ANY AMBIGUITY.
OF THE APPEARANCE OF THE SPIRITS
THESE THINGS BEING DULY PERFORMED, THERE WILL APPEAR INFINITE VISIONS, APPARITIONS, PHANTASMS, BEATING OF DRUMS, AND THE SOUND OF ALL KINDS OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS; WHICH IS DONE BY THE SPIRITS, THAT WITH THE TERROR THEY MIGHT FORCE SOME OF THE COMPANIONS OUT OF THE CIRCLE, BECAUSE THEY CAN EFFECT NOTHING AGAINST THE EXORCIST HIMSELF: AFTER THIS YOU SHALL SEE AN INFINITE COMPANY OF ARCHERS, WITH A GREAT MULTITUDE OF HORRIBLE BEASTS, WHICH WILL ARRANGE THEMSELVES AS IF THEY WOULD DEVOUR THE COMPANIONS; NEVERTHELESS, FEAR NOTHING. THEN THE EXORCIST, HOLDING THE PENTACLE IN HIS HAND, LET HIM SAY, AVOID HENCE THESE INIQUITIES, BY VIRTUE OF THE BANNER OF GOD. THEN WILL THE SPIRITS BE COMPELLED TO OBEY THE EXORCIST, AND THE COMPANY SHALL SEE THEM NO MORE. THEN LET THE EXORCIST, STRETCHING OUT HIS HAND WITH THE PENTACLE, SAY, BEHOLD THE PENTACLE OF SOLOMON, WHICH I HAVE BROUGHT INTO YOUR PRESENCE; BEHOLD THE PERSON OF THE EXORCIST IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EXORCISM, WHO IS ARMED BY GOD, WITHOUT FEAR, AND WELL PROVIDED, WHO POTENTLY INVOCATETH AND CALLETH YOU BY EXORCISING; COME, THEREFORE, WITH SPEED, BY THE VIRTUE OF THESE NAMES; AYE SARAYE, AYE SARAYE; DEFER NOT TO COME, BY THE ETERNAL NAMES OF THE LIVING AND TRUE GOD, ELOY, ARCHIMA, RABUR, AND BY THE PENTACLE OF SOLOMON HERE PRESENT, WHICH POWERFULLY REIGNS OVER YOU; AND BY THE VIRTUE OF THE CELESTIAL SPIRITS, YOUR LORDS; AND BY THE PERSON OF THE EXORCIST, IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EXORCISM: BEING CONJURED, MAKE HASTE AND COME, AND YIELD OBEDIENCE TO YOUR MASTER, WHO IS CALLED OCTINOMOS. THIS BEING PERFORMED, IMMEDIATELY THERE WILL BE HISSINGS IN THE FOUR PARTS OF THE WORLD, AND THEN IMMEDIATELY YOU SHALL SEE GREAT MOTIONS; WHICH WHEN YOU SEE, SAY, WHY STAY YOU? WHEREFORE DO YOU DELAY? WHAT DO YOU? PREPARE YOURSELVES TO BE OBEDIENT TO YOUR MASTER IN THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD, BATHAT OR VACHAT RUSHING UPON ABRAC, ABEOR COMING UPON ABERER. THEN THEY WILL IMMEDIATELY COME IN THEIR PROPER FORMS; AND WHEN YOU SEE THEM BEFORE THE CIRCLE, SHEW THEM THE PENTACLE COVERED WITH FINE LINEN; UNCOVER IT, AND SAY, BEHOLD YOUR CONFUSION IF YOU REFUSE TO BE OBEDIENT; AND SUDDENLY THEY WILL APPEAR IN A PEACEABLE FORM, AND WILL SAY, ASK WHAT YOU WILL, FOR WE ARE PREPARED TO FULFIL ALL YOUR COMMANDS, FOR THE LORD HATH SUBJECTED US HEREUNTO. THEN LET THE EXORCIST SAY, WELCOME SPIRITS, OR MOST NOBLE PRINCES, BECAUSE I HAVE CALLED YOU THROUGH HIM TO WHOM EVERY KNEE DOTH BOW, BOTH OF THINGS IN HEAVEN, AND THINGS IN EARTH, AND THINGS UNDER THE EARTH, IN WHOSE HANDS ARE ALL THE KINGDOMS OF KINGS, NEITHER IS THERE ANY ABLE TO CONTRADICT HIS MAJESTY. WHEREFORE, I BIND YOU, THAT YOU REMAIN AFFABLE AND VISIBLE BEFORE THIS CIRCLE, SO LONG AND SO CONSTANT; NEITHER SHALL YOU DEPART WITHOUT MY LICENSE, UNTIL YOU HAVE TRULY AND WITHOUT ANY FALLACY PERFORMED MY WILL, BY VIRTUE OF HIS POWER WHO HATH SET THE SEA HER BOUNDS, BEYOND WHICH IT CANNOT PASS, NOR GO BEYOND THE LAW OF HIS PROVIDENCE, VIZ. OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD, LORD, AND KING, WHO HATH CREATED ALL THINGS. AMEN. THEN LET THE EXORCIST MENTION WHAT HE WOULD HAVE DONE. AFTER WHICH SAY, IN THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND OF THE SON [JESUS], AND OF THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN], GO IN PEACE UNTO YOUR PLACES; PEACE BE BETWEEN US AND YOU; BE YE READY TO COME WHEN YOU ARE CALLED. NOW, THAT YOU MAY HAVE AN IDEA OF THE MANNER OF COMPOSING THE CIRCLE, WE HAVE GIVEN THE SCHEME OF ONE FOR THE FIRST HOUR OF THE LORD'S DAY, IN SPRING.
HERE FOLLOW THE CONSIDERATIONS AND CONJURATIONS FOR EVERY DAY IN THE WEEK; AND FIRST OF THE CONSIDERATIONS, OF SUNDAY
THE ANGELS OF THE LORD'S DAY--MICHAEL, DARDIEL, HURATAPEL. THE ANGELS OF THE AIR RULING ON THE LORD'S DAY, VARCAN, KING: HIS MINISTERS, TUS, ANDAS, CYNABAL. THE WIND WHICH THE ANGELS OF THE AIR ARE SAID TO RULE, IS THE NORTH WIND. THE ANGELS OF THE FOURTH HEAVEN RULING ON THE LORD'S DAY, WHICH SHOULD BE CALLED FROM THE FOUR PARTS OF THE WORLD, ARE, EAST, SAMAEL, BACIEL, ABEL, GABRIEL, VIONATRABA; FROM THE WEST, ANAEL, PABEL, USTAEL, BURCHAT, SUCERATOS, CAPABILI; FROM THE NORTH, AIEL, ARIEL, VEL AQUIEL, MASGABRIEL, SAPHIEL, MATUYEL, AT THE SOUTH, HALUDIEL, MACHASIEL, CHARSIEL, URIEL, NAROMIEL. THE PERFUME OF SUNDAY IS RED SANDERS.
THE CONJURATION FOR SUNDAY
I CONJURE AND CONFIRM UPON YOU, YE STRONG AND HOLY ANGELS OF GOD, IN THE NAME ADONAI, EYE, EYE, EYA, WHICH IS HE WHO WAS, AND IS, AND IS TO COME, EYE, ABRAY; AND IN THE NAME SADAY, CADOS, CADOS, SITTING ON HIGH UPON THE CHERUBIM; AND BY THE GREAT NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD HIMSELF, STRONG AND POWERFUL, WHO IS EXALTED ABOVE ALL THE HEAVENS; EYE, SARAYE, WHO CREATED THE WORLD, THE HEAVENS, THE EARTH, THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IN THEM IS, IN THE FIRST DAY, AND SCALED THEM WITH HIS HOLY NAME PHAA; AND BY THE NAME OF THE ANGELS WHO RULE IN THE FOURTH HEAVEN, AND SERVE BEFORE THE MOST MIGHTY SALAMIA, AN ANGEL GREAT AND HONORABLE; AND BY THE NAME OF HIS STAR, WHICH IS SOL, AND BY HIS SIGN, AND BY THE IMMENSE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LIVING GOD, AND BY ALL THE NAMES AFORESAID, I CONJURE THEE, MICHAEL, O GREAT ANGEL! WHO ART CHIEF RULER OF THIS DAY; AND BY THE NAME ADONAI, THE GOD OF ISRAEL, I CONJURE THEE, O MICHAEL! THAT THOU LABOR FOR ME, AND FULFILL ALL MY PETITIONS ACCORDING TO MY WILL AND DESIRE IN MY CAUSE AND BUSINESS. THE SPIRITS OF THE AIR OF THE LORD'S DAY ARE UNDER THE NORTH WIND; THEIR NATURE IS TO PROCURE GOLD, GEMS, CARBUNCLES, DIAMONDS, AND RUBIES, AND TO CAUSE ONE TO OBTAIN FAVOR AND BENEVOLENCE, TO DISSOLVE ENMITIES AMONGST MEN, TO RAISE TO HONORS, AND TO TAKE AWAY INFIRMITIES. THEY APPEAR, FOR THE MOST PART, IN A LARGE, FULL AND GREAT BODY, SANGUINE AND CROSS, IN A GOLD COLOR, WITH THE TINCTURE OF BLOOD. THEIR MOTION IS LIKE THE LIGHTING OF HEAVEN; THE SIGN OF THEIR BECOMING VISIBLE IS THAT THEY MOVE THE PERSON TO SWEAT THAT CALLS THEM; BUT THEIR PARTICULAR FORMS ARE AS FOLLOWS; VIZ. 
A KING, HAVING A SCEPTER, RIDING ON A LION.
A KING CROWNED; A QUEEN WITH A SCEPTER.
A BIRD; A LION; A COCK.
A YELLOW GARMENT.
A SCEPTER.
CONSIDERATIONS, OF MONDAY
THE ANGELS OF MONDAY--GABRIEL, MICHAEL, SAMAEL. THE ANGELS OF THE AIR RULING MONDAY, ARCAN, KING: HIS MINISTERS, BILET, MISSABU, ABUHAZA. THE WIND WHICH THESE ARE SUBJECT TO IS THE WEST WIND. THE ANGELS OF THE FIRST HEAVEN, RULING ON MONDAY, TO BE CALLED FROM THE FOUR PARTS OF THE WORLD. FROM THE EAST, GABRIEL, MADIEL, DEAMIEL, JANAK; FROM THE WEST, SACHIEL, ZANIEL, HABIEL, BACHANÆ, COROBAEL; FROM THE NORTH, MAEL, UVAEL, VALNUM, BALIEL, BALAY, HUMASTRAW; FROM THE SOUTH, CURANIEL, DABRIEL, DARQUIEL, HANUN, VETUEL. THE PERFUME OF MONDAY--ALOES.
THE CONJURATION OF MONDAY
I CONJURE AND CONFIRM UPON YOU, YE STRONG AND GOOD ANGELS, IN THE NAME ADONAI, ADONAI, ADONAI, ADONAI, EYE, EYE, EYE; CADOS, CADOS, CADOS, ACHIM, ACHIM, JA, JA, STRONG JA, WHO APPEARED IN MOUNT SINAI WITH THE GLORIFICATION OF KING ADONAI, SADAI, ZEBAOTH, ANATHAY, YA, YA, YA, MARANATA, ABIM, JEIA, WHO CREATED THE SEA, AND ALL LAKES AND WATERS, IN THE SECOND DAY, WHICH ARE ABOVE THE HEAVENS AND IN THE EARTH, AND SCALED THE SEA IN HIS HIGH NAME, AND GAVE IT ITS BOUNDS BEYOND WHICH IT CANNOT PASS; AND BY THE NAMES OF THE ANGELS WHO RULE IN THE FIRST LEGION, AND WHO SERVE ORPHANIEL, A GREAT, PRECIOUS, AND HONORABLE ANGEL, AND BY THE NAME OF HIS STAR WHICH IS LUNA, AND BY ALL THE NAMES AFORESAID, I CONJURE THEE, GABRIEL, WHO ART CHIEF RULER OF MONDAY, THE SECOND DAY, THAT FOR ME THOU LABOR AND FULFILL. THE SPIRITS OF THE AIR OF MONDAY ARE SUBJECT TO THE WEST WIND, WHICH IS THE WIND OF THE MOON; THEIR NATURE IS TO GIVE SILVER AND TO CONVEY THINGS FROM PLACE TO PLACE; TO MAKE HORSES SWIFT, AND TO DISCLOSE THE SECRETS OF PERSONS BOTH PRESENT AND FUTURE. 
THEIR FAMILIAR FORMS ARE AS FOLLOW
THEY APPEAR GENERALLY OF A GREAT AND FULL STATURE, SOFT AND PHLEGMATIC, OF COLOR LIKE A BLACK, OBSCURE CLOUD, HAVING A SWOLN COUNTENANCE, WITH EYES RED AND FULL OF WATER, A BALD HEAD, AND TEETH LIKE A WILD BOAR; THEIR MOTION IS LIKE AN EXCEEDING GREAT TEMPEST OF THE SEA. FOR THEIR SIGN THERE WILL APPEAR AN EXCEEDING GREAT RAIN AND THEIR PARTICULAR SHAPES ARE,
A KING, LIKE AN ARCHER, RIDING UPON A DOE.
A LITTLE BOY.
A WOMAN-HUNTER WITH A BOW AND ARROWS.
A COW; A LITTLE DOE; A GOOSE.
A GREEN, OR SILVER-COLORED GARMENT.
AN ARROW; A CREATURE WITH MANY FEET.
CONSIDERATIONS OF TUESDAY
THE ANGELS OF THE AIR ON TUESDAY--SAMAEL, SATAEL, AMABIEL. THE ANGELS OF THE AIR RULING ON TUESDAY, SAMAX, KING: HIS MINISTERS, CARMAX, ISMOLI, PAFFRAN. THE WIND TO WHICH THE SAID ANGELS ARE SUBJECT IS THE EAST WIND. THE ANGELS OF THE FIFTH HEAVEN RULING ON TUESDAY; AT THE EAST, GUEL, DAMAEL, CALZAS, ARRAGON; THE WEST, LAMA, ASTAGNA, LOBQUIN, SONEAS, JAZEL, ISIAEL, IREL; THE NORTH, RHAUMEL, HYNIEL, RAYEL, SERAPHIEL, FRACIEL MAITHIEL; THE SOUTH, SACRIEL, JANIEL, GALDEL, OSAEL, VIANUEL, ZALIEL. THE PERFUME OF TUESDAY--PEPPER.
THE CONJURATION OF TUESDAY
I CONJURE AND CALL UPON YOU, YE STRONG AND GOOD ANGELS, IN THE NAMES YA, YA, YA; HE, HE, HE; VA, HY, HY, HA, HA, HA; VA, VA, VA; AN, AN, AN; AIA, AIA, AIA; EL, AY, ELIBRA, ELOHIM, ELOHIM; AND BY THE NAMES OF THE HIGH GOD, WHO HATH MADE THE SEA AND DRY LAND, AND BY HIS WORD HATH MADE THE EARTH, AND PRODUCED TREES, AND HATH SET HIS SEAL UPON THE PLANETS, WITH HIS PRECIOUS, HONORED, REVERED AND HOLY NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; AND BY THE NAME OF THE ANGELS GOVERNING IN THE FIFTH HOUSE, WHO ARE SUBSERVIENT TO THE GREAT ANGEL ACIMOY, WHO IS STRONG, POWERFUL, AND HONORED, AND BY THE NAME OF HIS STAR WHICH IS CALLED MARS, I CALL UPON THEE, SAMAEL, BY THE NAMES ABOVE MENTIONED, THOU GREAT ANGEL! WHO PRESIDES OVER THE DAY OF MARS, AND BY THE NAME ADONAI, THE LIVING AND TRUE GOD, THAT YOU ASSIST ME IN ACCOMPLISHING MY LABORS, (AS IN THE CONJURATION OF SUNDAY). THE SPIRITS OF THE AIR ON TUESDAY ARE UNDER THE EAST WIND; THEIR NATURE IS TO BRING OR CAUSE WAR, MORTALITY, DEATH, COMBUSTIONS, AND TO GIVE TWO-THOUSAND SOLDIERS AT A TIME; TO BRING DEATH, INFIRMITY OR HEALTH.
FAMILIAR FORMS OF THE SPIRITS OF MARS
THEY APPEAR IN A TALL BODY AND CHOLERIC, A FILTHY COUNTENANCE, OF COLOUR BROWN, SWARTHY, OR RED, HAVING HORNS LIKE HARTS, AND GRIFFINS CLAWS, AND BELLOWING LIKE WILD BULLS. THEIR MOTION IS LIKE FIRE BURNING: THEIR SIGN THUNDER AND LIGHTNING ROUND ABOUT THE CIRCLE. THEIR PARTICULAR SHAPES ARE, 
A KING ARMED, RIDING ON A WOLF; A MAN ARMED.
A WOMAN WITH A BUCKLER ON HER THIGH.
A SHE-GOAT; A HORSE; A STAG.
A RED GARMENT; A PIECE OF WOOL; A COWSLIP.
CONSIDERATIONS OF WEDNESDAY
THE ANGELS OF WEDNESDAY--RAPHAEL, MEIL, SERAPHIEL. THE ANGELS OF THE AIR RULING ON WEDNESDAY, MEDIAT, KING: MINISTERS, SUQUINOS, SALLALES; THE SAID ANGELS OF THE AIR ARE SUBJECT TO THE SOUTH-WEST WIND. THE ANGELS OF THE SECOND HEAVEN, GOVERNING WEDNESDAY, THAT ARE TO BE CALLED, AT THE EAST--MATHLAI, TARMIEL, BARABORAT; AT THE WEST, JERUSCUE, MERATTRON; AT THE NORTH, THIEL, RAEL, JARIHAEL, VENAHEL, VELEL, ABUIORI, UCIRMIEL; AT THE SOUTH, MILLIEL, NELAPA, CALVEL, VEL LAQUEL. THE PERFUME OF WEDNESDAY--MASTIC.
THE CONJURATION OF WEDNESDAY
I CONJURE AND CALL UPON YOU, YE STRONG AND HOLY ANGELS, GOOD AND POWERFUL, IN A STRONG NAME OF FEAR AND PRAISE, JA, ADONAY, ELOHIM, SADAY, SADAY, SADAY; EIE, EIE, EIE; ASAMIE, ASAMIE; AND IN THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ADONAY, THE GOD OF ISRAEL, WHO HATH MADE THE TWO GREAT LIGHTS, AND DISTINGUISHED DAY FROM NIGHT FOR THE BENEFIT OF HIS CREATURES; AND BY THE NAMES OF ALL THE DISCERNING ANGELS, GOVERNING OPENLY IN THE SECOND HOUSE BEFORE THE GREAT ANGEL, TETRA, STRONG AND POWERFUL; AND BY THE NAME OF HIS STAR WHICH IS MERCURY; AND BY THE NAME OF HIS SEAL, WHICH IS THAT OF A POWERFUL AND HONORED GOD; AND I CALL UPON THEE, RAPHAEL, AND BY THE NAMES ABOVE MENTIONED, THOU GREAT ANGEL WHO PRESIDEST OVER THE FOURTH DAY: AND BY THE HOLY NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]  WHICH IS WRITTEN IN THE FRONT OF AARON, CREATED THE MOST HIGH PRIEST, AND BY THE NAMES OF ALL THE ANGELS WHO ARE CONSTANT IN THE GRACE OF CHRIST, AND BY THE NAME AND PLACE OF AMMALUIM, THAT YOU ASSIST ME IN MY LABORS. THE SPIRITS OF THE AIR, ON WEDNESDAY ARE SUBJECT TO THE SOUTH-WEST WIND; THEIR NATURE IS TO GIVE ALL SORTS OF METALS, TO REVEAL ALL EARTHLY THINGS PAST, PRESENT, AND TO COME; TO PACIFY JUDGES, TO GIVE VICTORY IN WAR, TO TEACH EXPERIMENTS AND ALL SCIENCES DECAYED, AND TO CHANGE BODIES MIXT OF ELEMENTS, CONDITIONALLY, OUT OF ONE THING INTO ANOTHER; TO GIVE HEALTH OR INFIRMITIES, TO RAISE THE POOR AND CAST DOWN THE RICH, TO BIND OR LOOSE SPIRITS, TO OPEN LOCKS OR BOLTS. SUCH KINDS OF SPIRITS HAVE THE OPERATIONS OF OTHERS, BUT NOT IN THEIR PERFECT POWER, BUT IN VIRTUE OR KNOWLEDGE.
FORMS OF THE SPIRITS OF MERCURY
THE SPIRITS OF MERCURY APPEAR IN A BODY OF A MIDDLE STATURE, COLD, LIQUID AND MOIST, FAIR AND OF AN AFFABLE SPEECH IN A HUMAN SHAPE AND FORM, LIKE A KNIGHT ARMED, OF COLOR CLEAR AND BRIGHT. THE MOTION OF THEM IS LIKE SILVER COLORED' CLOUDS: FOR THEIR SIGN THEY CAUSE HORROR AND FEAR TO HIM THAT CALLS THEM. THEIR PARTICULAR SHAPES ARE, 
A KING RIDING UPON A BEAR.
A FAIR YOUTH; A WOMAN HOLDING A DISTAFF.
A DOG, A SHE-BEAR, AND A MAG-PYE.
A GARMENT OF VARIOUS CHANGEABLE COLORS.
A ROD, A LITTLE STAFF.
CONSIDERATIONS OF THURSDAY
THE ANGELS OF THURSDAY--SACHIEL, CASSIEL, ASASIEL. THE ANGELS OF THE AIR OF THURSDAY, SUTH, KING: MINISTERS, MAGUTH, GUTRIX. THE ANGELS OF THE AIR ARE UNDER THE SOUTH-WIND. (BUT BECAUSE THERE ARE NO ANGELS OF THE AIR TO BE FOUND ABOVE THE FIFTH HEAVEN, THEREFORE, ON THURSDAY, SAY THE PRAYERS FOLLOWING IN THE FOUR PARTS OF THE WORLD:) AT THE EAST--O DEUS MAGNE ET EXCELSE ET HONORATE, PER INFINITA SECULA; OR, O GREAT AND MOST-HIGH GOD, HONORED BE THY NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WORLD WITHOUT END. AT THE WEST--O WISE, PURE, AND JUST GOD, OF DIVINE CLEMENCY, I BESEECH THEE, MOST HOLY FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT THIS DAY I MAY PERFECTLY UNDERSTAND AND ACCOMPLISH MY PETITION, WORK, AND LABOR; FOR THE HONOR AND GLORY OF THY HOLY NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHO LIVES AND REIGNS, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN. AT THE NORTH--O GOD, STRONG, MIGHTY, AND WONDERFULLY FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING, GRANT THAT THIS DAY I BRING TO AFFECT THAT WHICH I DESIRE, THROUGH OUR BLESSED LORD. AMEN. AT THE SOUTH--O MIGHTY AND MOST MERCIFUL GOD, HEAR MY PRAYERS AND GRANT MY PETITION. THE PERFUME OF THURSDAY--SAFFRON.
THE CONJURATION OF THURSDAY
I CONJURE AND CONFIRM UPON YOU, YE STRONG AND HOLY ANGELS, BY THE NAMES CADOS, CADOS, CADOS, ESCHERCIE, ESCHEREI, ESCHERCIE, HATIM, YA, STRONG FOUNDER OF THE WORLDS; CANTINE, JAYM, JANIC, ANIC, CALBOT, SABBAC, BERISAY, ALNAYM; AND BY THE NAME ADONAI, WHO CREATED FISHES AND CREEPING THINGS IN THE WATERS, AND BIRDS UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, FLYING TOWARDS HEAVEN, IN THE FIFTH DAY; AND BY THE NAMES OF THE ANGELS SERVING IN THE SIXTH HOST BEFORE PASTOR, A HOLY ANGEL, AND A GREAT AND POWERFUL PRINCE AND BY THE NAME OF HIS STAR, WHICH IS JUPITER, AND BY THE NAME OF HIS SEAL, AND BY THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF ADONAI, THE GREAT GOD, CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, AND BY THE NAME OF ALL THE STARS, AND BY THEIR POWER AND VIRTUE, AND BY ALL THE NAMES AFORESAID, I CONJURE THEE, SACHIEL, A GREAT ANGEL, WHO ART CHIEF RULER OF THURSDAY, THAT FOR ME THOU LABOR. THE SPIRITS OF THE AIR OF THURSDAY ARE SUBJECT TO THE SOUTH WIND; THEIR NATURE IS TO PROCURE THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF WOMEN, TO CAUSE MEN TO BE MERRY AND JOYFUL, TO PACIFY STRIFE’S AND CONTENTIONS, TO APPEASE, ENEMIES, TO HEAL THE DISEASED, AND TO DISEASE THE WHOLE, AND PROCURE LOSSES, OR RESTORE THINGS LOST.
THE FAMILIAR FORMS OF THE SPIRITS OF JUPITER
THEY APPEAR WITH A BODY SANGUINE AND CHOLERIC, OF A MIDDLE STATURE, WITH A HORRIBLE, FEARFUL MOTION, BUT WITH A MILD COUNTENANCE, AND A GENTLE SPEECH, AND OF THE COLOR OF IRON: THE MOTION OF THEM IS FLASHINGS OF LIGHTNING, AND THUNDER. FOR THEIR SIGN THERE WILL APPEAR ABOUT THE CIRCLE MEN WHO SHALL SEEM TO BE DEVOURED BY LIONS. THEIR FORMS ARE,
A KING, WITH A SWORD DRAWN, RIDING ON A STAG.
A MAN, WEARING A MITER, WITH LONG RAIMENT.
A MAID, WITH A LAUREL CROWN, ADORNED WITH FLOWERS.
A BULL; A STAG; A PEACOCK.
AN AZURE GARMENT; A SWORD; A BOX-TREE,
CONSIDERATIONS OF FRIDAY
THE ANGELS OF FRIDAY--ANAEL, RACHIEL, SACHIEL. THE ANGELS OF THE AIR RULING ON FRIDAY, SARABOTES, KING: MINISTERS, AMAHIEL, ABA, ABALIDOTH, BLAEF. THE WIND WHICH THE ANGELS OF THE AIR ARE SUBJECT TO IS THE WEST WIND. ANGELS OF THE THIRD HEAVEN, WHICH ARE TO BE CALLED FROM THE FOUR PARTS OF THE WORLD, ARE AT THE EAST, SETCHIEL, CHEDUSILANIEL, CORAT, TAMUEL, TENACIEL; AT THE WEST, TURIEL, CONIEL, BABIEL, KADIE, MALTIEL, HUPHALTIEL; AT THE NORTH, PENIEL, PENAEL, PENAT, RAPHAEL, RANIE, DOREMIEL; AT THE SOUTH, POROSA, SACHIEL, CHERMIEL, SAMAEL, SANTANAEL, FAMIEL. THE PERFUME OF FRIDAY--PEPPERWORT.
THE CONJURATION OF FRIDAY
I CONJURE AND CONFIRM UPON YOU, YE STRONG AND HOLY ANGELS, BY THE NAMES ON, HEY, HEYA, JA, JE, SADAY, ADONAI, AND IN THE NAME SADAI, WHO CREATED FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS, AND CREEPING THINGS, AND MAN, IN THE SIXTH DAY, AND GAVE TO ADAM. POWER OVER ALL CREATURES; WHEREFORE BLESSED BE THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE CREATOR IN HIS PLACE; AND BY THE NAME OF THE ANGELS SERVING IN THE THIRD HOST, BEFORE DAGIEL, A GREAT ANGEL, AND A STRONG AND POWERFUL PRINCE, AND BY THE NAME OF HIS STAR, WHICH IS VENUS, AND BY HIS SEAL WHICH IS HOLY; AND BY ALL THE NAMES AFORESAID, I CONJURE UPON THEE, ANAEL, WHO ART THE CHIEF RULER THIS DAY, THAT THOU LABOUR FOR ME. THE SPIRITS OF THE AIR ON FRIDAY ARE SUBJECT TO THE WEST WIND: THEIR NATURE IS TO GIVE SILVER, TO INCITE MEN, AND INCLINE THEM TO LUXURY, TO CAUSE MARRIAGES, TO ALLURE MEN TO [SEXLESSLY] LOVE WOMEN, TO CAUSE OR TAKE AWAY INFIRMITIES, AND TO DO ALL THINGS WHICH HAVE MOTION.
THEIR FAMILIAR SHAPES
THEY APPEAR WITH A FAIR BODY, OF MIDDLE STATURE, WITH AN AMIABLE AND PLEASANT COUNTENANCE, OF COLOR WHITE OR GREEN, THEIR UPPER PARTS GOLDEN; THE MOTION OF THEM IS LIKE A CLEAR STAR. FOR THEIR SIGN THERE WILL APPEAR NAKED VIRGINS ROUND THE CIRCLE, WHICH WILL STRIVE TO ALLURE THE INVOCATOR TO DALLIANCE WITH THEM: BUT THEIR PARTICULAR SHAPES ARE,
A KING, WITH A SCEPTER, RIDING ON A CAMEL.
A NAKED GIRL; A SHE-GOAT.
A CAMEL; A DOVE.
A WHITE OR GREEN GARMENT.
FLOWERS; THE HERB SAVINE.
THE CONSIDERATIONS OF SATURDAY
THE ANGELS OF SATURDAY--CASSIEL, MACHATAN, URIEL. THE ANGELS OF THE AIR RULING THIS DAY, MAYMON, KING: MINISTERS, ABUMALITH, ASSAIBI, BALIDET. THE WIND THEY ARE SUBJECT TO, THE SOUTH WIND. THE FUMIGATION OF SATURDAY IS SULPHUR. THERE ARE NO ANGELS RULING IN THE AIR ON SATURDAY ABOVE THE FIFTH HEAVEN, THEREFORE IN THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD, IN THE CIRCLE, USE THOSE ORATIONS WHICH ARE APPLIED TO THURSDAY.
THE CONJURATION OF SATURDAY
I CONJURE AND CONFIRM UPON YOU, CAPHRIEL, OR CASSIEL, MACHATOR, AND SERAQUIEL, STRONG AND POWERFUL ANGELS; AND BY THE NAME ADONAI, ADONAI, ADONAI; EIE, EIE, EIE; ACIM, ACIM, ACIM; CADOS, CADOS; IMA, IMA, IMA; SALAY, JA, SAR, LORD AND MAKER OF THE WORLD, WHO RESTED ON THE SEVENTH DAY; AND BY HIM WHO OF HIS GOOD PLEASURE GAVE THE SAME TO BE OBSERVED BY THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS, THAT THEY SHOULD KEEP AND SANCTIFY THE SAME, TO HAVE THEREBY A GOOD REWARD IN THE WORLD TO CONIC; AND BY THE NAMES OF THE ANGELS SERVING IN THE SEVENTH HOST, BEFORE BOOEL, A GREAT ANGEL, AND POWERFUL PRINCE; AND BY THE NAME OF HIS STAR, WHICH IS SATURN; AND BY HIS HOLY SEAL, AND BY THE NAMES BEFORE SPOKEN, I CONJURE UPON THEE, CAPHRIEL, WHO ART CHIEF RULER OF THE SEVENTH DAY, WHICH IS THE SABBATH, THAT FOR ME THOU LABOR. THE SPIRITS OF THE AIR ON SATURDAY ARE SUBJECT TO THE SOUTH-WEST WIND: THE NATURE OF THEM IS TO SOW DISCORDS, HATRED, EVIL THOUGHTS AND COGITATIONS, TO GIVE LEAVE TO KILL AND MURDER, AND TO LAME OR MAIM EVERY MEMBER THEIR FAMILIAR SHAPES. THEY GENERALLY APPEAR WITH A TALL, LEAN, SLENDER BODY, WITH AN ANGRY COUNTENANCE, HAVING FOUR FACES, ONE ON THE BACK OF THE HEAD, ONE IN THE FRONT, AND ONE ON EACH SIDE, NOSED OR BEAKED, LIKEWISE THERE APPEARS A FACE ON EACH KNEE OF A BLACK SHINING COLOR; THEIR MOTION IS THE MOVING OF THE WIND, WITH A KIND OF EARTHQUAKE; THEIR SIGN IS WHITE EARTH, WHITER THAN SNOW. THEIR PARTICULAR SHAPES ARE,
A KING, BEARDED, RIDING ON A DRAGON.
AN OLD MAN WITH A BEARD.
AN OLD WOMAN LEANING ON A CRUTCH.
A HOG; A DRAGON; AN OWL.
A BLACK GARMENT; A HOOK OR SICKLE.
A JUNIPER TREE
THOSE ARE THE FIGURES THAT THESE SPIRITS USUALLY ASSUME, WHICH ARE GENERALLY, TERRIBLE AT THE FIRST COMING ON OF THE VISIONS, BUT AS THEY HAVE ONLY A LIMITED POWER, BEYOND WHICH THEY CANNOT PASS, SO THE INVOCATOR NEED BE UNDER NO APPREHENSIONS OF DANGER, PROVIDED HE IS WELL FORTIFIED WITH THOSE THINGS WE HAVE DIRECTED TO BE USED FOR HIS DEFENSE, AND ABOVE ALL, TO HAVE A FIRM AND CONSTANT FAITH IN THE MERCY, WISDOM, AND GOODNESS OF GOD.
END OF THE THIRD PART, AND OF CABALISTICAL AND CEREMONIAL MAGIC
THE MAGIC AND PHILOSOPHY OF TRITHEMIUS OF SPANHEIM, CONTAINING HIS BOOK OF SECRET THINGS, AND DOCTRINE OF SPIRITS:
THE TRANSLATOR'S LETTER TO A FRIEND OF HIS, A YOUNG STUDENT IN THESE OCCULT SCIENCES.
MY FRIEND, KNOWING THEE TO BE A CURIOUS SEARCHER AFTER THOSE SCIENCES WHICH ARE OUT OF THE COMMON TRACK OF STUDY, (I MEAN THE ART OF FORETELLING EVENTS, MAGIC, TALISMANS.) I AM MOVED SPIRITUALLY TO GIVE THEE MY THOUGHTS UPON THEM, AND BY THESE IDEAS HERE WRITTEN, TO OPEN TO THINE EYE (SPIRITUAL) AS MUCH INFORMATION AS IT SEEMS NECESSARY FOR THEE TO KNOW, BY. WHICH THOU MAYEST BE LED BY THE HAND INTO THE DELECTABLE FIELD OF NATURE; AND TO GIVE THEE SUCH DOCUMENTS AS, GUIDED BY THE SUPREME WISDOM OF THE HIGHEST, THOU MAYEST REFRESH THY SOUL WITH A DELICIOUS DRAUGHT OF KNOWLEDGE; SO THAT AFTER RECREATING THY SPIRIT WITH THE USE OF THOSE GOOD GIFTS WHICH MAY PLEASE GOD TO BESTOW ON THEE, THOU MAYEST BE WRAPPED UP INTO THE CONTEMPLATION OF THE IMMENSE WISDOM OF THAT GREAT MUNIFICENT BEING WHO CREATED THEE. NOW, ART THOU A MAN, IN WHOSE SOUL THE IMAGE OF DIVINITY IS SEALED FOR ETERNITY, THINK FIRST WHAT IS THY DESIRE IN THE SEARCHING AFTER THESE MYSTERIES! IS IT WEALTH, HONOR, FAME, POWER, MIGHT, AGGRANDIZEMENT, AND THE LIKE? PERHAPS THY HEART SAYS, ALL! ALL THESE I WOULD GLADLY CRAVE! IF SO, THIS IS MY ANSWER, SEEK FIRST TO KNOW THYSELF THOROUGHLY, CLEANSE THY HEART FROM ALL WICKED [SEXUAL], VAIN, AND RAPACIOUS DESIRES. THINK THOU, OH MAN! TO ATTAIN POWER TO GRATIFY THY [SEXUAL] LUSTS, TO ENRICH THY COFFERS [STRONGBOX, MONEY BOX, MONEY CHEST, CASH BOX, TREASURE CHEST, CASKET, TRUNK, SAFE, SAFETY-DEPOSIT BOX, REPOSITORY OR SMALL BANK], TO BUILD HOUSES, TO RAISE THYSELF TO THE PINNACLE OF HUMAN ADMIRATION; IF THESE ARE THY HOPES AND DESIRES, THOU HAST REASON TO LAMENT THY BEING BORN: ALL SUCH [SEXUAL] DESIRES ARE IMMEDIATELY FROM THE DEVIL [THIS IS BECAUSE OF STEALING MONEY FROM THE LORD & LYING ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN MALACHI 3:8-12 & ROMANS 1:21-28, 32 & SHALL BE ETERNALLY ARRESTED & ETERNALLY STRUCK WITH ETERNAL BLINDNESS BECAUSE OF ETERNALLY STEALING MONEY FROM THE LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & SHALL BE ETERNALLY KILLED & ETERNALLY DAMNED BECAUSE OF ETERNAL LYING ABOUT THE ETERNAL SEXLESS WORTHY LORD, ONLY DONE BY THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF IN ACTS 5:1-11], I MEAN THAT BEING WHOSE ENGINES (MYRIADS OF DEMONS) ARE CONTINUALLY IN THE ACT OF PLACING SENSUAL [SEXUAL] DELIGHTS AND [SEXUAL] LUXURIES BEFORE THE DEPRAVED MINDS AND [SEXUAL] HEARTS OF MAN, AND WHOSE CHIEF BUSINESS AND PROPERTY IT IS TO COUNTERACT THE BENEVOLENT ACTIONS AND INSPIRATIONS OF THOSE BLESSED SPIRITS WHO ARE THE [SEXLESS] INSTRUMENTS OF GOD OUR CREATOR. FEAR GOD AND [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THY NEIGHBOR; USE NO DECEIT, SWEAR NOT, NEITHER LYE; LET ALL THY ACTIONS BE SINCERE. HERE, O MAN! IS THE GRAND SEAL OF ALL EARTHLY WISDOM, THE TRUE TALISMAN OF HUMAN HAPPINESS. WHEN THOU SHALT ACCOMPLISH THIS, BEHOLD NOTHING WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE UNTO THEE AS FAR AS GOD PERMITS: THEN WITH ALL SPEED APPLY THY MIND AND HEART TO ATTAIN KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM; WITH ALL HUMILITY THROW THY DEPENDENCE ON GOD ALONE, THE AUTHOR OF ALL THINGS THAT CANNOT DIE. TO KNOW THYSELF IS TO KNOW GOD, FOR IT IS A SPIRITUAL GIFT FROM GOD THAT ENABLES A MAN TO KNOW HIMSELF. THIS GIFT BUT VERY FEW POSSESS, AS MAY BE DAILY SEEN. HOW MANY ARE THERE TOSSED ABOUT TO AND FRO' UPON THE PERILOUS SEA OF CONTENDING PASSIONS, AND WHO ARE MORE-LIGHT THAN FEATHERS! HOW MANY IN THIS GREAT CITY WHO PLACE THEIR CHIEFEST GOOD IN DEBAUCHERY AND LETCHERY! SEE THEIR [SEXUAL] ACTIONS, MANNERS, AND DISPOSITIONS; THESE POOR, UNFORTUNATE, MISERABLE WRETCHES, SUCH IS THEIR FATAL MAGICAL INFATUATION AND IGNORANCE, THAT THEY THINK THOSE MAD WHO MIGHT EVEN ATTEMPT TO REASON WITH THEM ON THE VANITY AND MISERY OF THEIR SITUATION. TO MAKE MYSELF MORE INTELLIGIBLE, THESE ARE WHAT THE WORLD CALLS MEN OF FASHION, A PHRASE INSIGNIFICANT ENOUGH WHEN WE CONSIDER THAT THE UNIVERSAL FASHION OF THIS TIME IS VICE, AND THAT SO GLARING, THAT IT NEEDS NO GREAT INTELLECT TO DISCOVER WHAT IS DAILY OPEN TO THE VIEW OF THE OBSERVER. BUT TO YOU, MY FRIEND, I HAVE ADDRESSED THESE LINES; THEREFORE LET IT NOT BE SUPPOSED THAT I AM REPREHENDING MY FRIEND FOR VICES WHICH I CANNOT SUPPOSE HIM ATTACHED TO: FOR I KNOW THOU ART A YOUNG MAN DESIGNED FOR THE RECEIVING OF INSTRUCTION, IN MUCH HIGHER AND MORE GLORIOUS CONTEMPLATIONS THAN THOSE SONS OF EARTH ARE CAPABLE OF, THEREFORE I HAVE PRESENTED THEE WITH THIS TRANSLATION WHICH THOU DIDST DESIRE ME TO GIVE THEE. BUT BEWARE OF FLATTERY, SELF-[SEXUAL] LOVE [ROMANS 1:32], AND COVETOUSNESS, SO WILT THOU THRIVE; AND BE DILIGENT IN THY OCCUPATION, SO SHALL THY BODY BE FED. IDLENESS IS OFFENSIVE TO THE DEITY, INDUSTRY SHALL SWEETEN THY BROWN BREAD, AND THE FRUITS OF IT SHALL WARM THINE HEART, AND INSPIRE THY SOUL WITH GRATITUDE TO HIM THAT BLESSES THEE WITH ENOUGH: SEEK FOR NO MORE, FOR IT WILL [ETERNALLY] DAMN THEE; PRAY FOR ENOUGH TO FEED AND CLOTHE THY BODY, BUT ASK NO MORE, LEST THOU PINE AWAY IN HEART-RENDING POVERTY, AND SPEND THE REMAINDER OF THY DAYS IN CONTUMELY AND BEGGARY. FOR KNOW A THING MOST NECESSARY FOR THEE TO KNOW, THAT IF BY THY STUDY, BY THY ART, OR ANY OTHER THING, THOU COULD COMMAND A MILLION OF SPIRITS, IT SHOULD NOT BE LAWFUL FOR THEE TO WISH TO GAIN [MONEY] RICHES SUDDENLY, FOR THE WISDOM ETERNAL HAS PUT FORTH THE FIAT; AND IT HAS BEEN SAID BY HIM WHO NEVER SPOKE IN VAIN, AND WHO CANNOT LYE, THAT MAN SHALL GET BREAD BY THE SWEAT OF HIS BROW; THEREFORE LET US NOT HAVE IN VIEW THE ENRICHING OF OURSELVES IN WORLDLY GOODS, BY SUPERNATURAL MEANS, OR BY A GREEDY [SEXUAL] DESIRING OF WHAT WE OUGHT TO LOOK UPON WITH EYES OF CONTEMPT, DRAW UPON US THE WRATH OF GOD [ROMANS 1:21-28, 32; 3:4-23]. RATHER LET US CHEERFULLY RELY ON, AND FOLLOW IN VERY DEED, SPIRIT AND TRUTH, THESE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE, SEEK YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE ADDED UNTO YOU FEAR NOT BUT THAT GOD SHALL MAKE THY HOUSEHOLD AS A FLOURISHING TREE, AND THY WIFE SHALL BE AS A FRUITFUL VINE. FAREWELL, REMEMBER MY POOR COUNSEL, AND BE HAPPY. FROM THY TRUE FRIEND, F. B. N. B. TO ENABLE THEE THE BETTER TO COMPREHEND THIS BOOK, I HAVE DRAWN OUT THE VARIOUS FIGURES, OF WHICH MENTION IS MADE IN THIS WORK, THAT THOU MAYEST SEE THE VERY EXACT METHOD OF WORKING; LIKEWISE THE IMAGES OF SEALS, SPIRITS, AND VARIOUS OTHER RARE, AND CURIOUS INSTRUMENTS, WHICH ARE NECESSARY FOR THEE TO KNOW AND SEE WITH THE EYE; THEREFORE IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THEM THOU CANST NOT BE LIABLE TO ERROR. FIG. I. THE FORM OF THE CRYSTAL FOR INVOCATING SPIRITS, WITH THE PLATE OF PURE GOLD. IN WHICH THE CRYSTAL MUST BE FASTENED, WITH THE DIVINE CHARACTERS AROUND. FIG 2. A MAGICAL CIRCLE (C D E F), OF A SIMPLE CONSTRUCTION, FOR THE OPERATOR TO STAND OR SIT IN WHEN HE CALLETH THE SPIRITS. FIG. 3. THE CRYSTAL (A), TWO SILVER OR OTHER CANDLESTICKS (G G,) WITH THE WAX TAPERS BURNING, AND TRIPOD OR VESSEL FOR THE ODERIFEROUS SUFFUMIGATION. FIG 4. A WAND OF BLACK EBONY WITH GOLDEN CHARACTERS. THE CHARACTERS ARE EXPLAINED. 
A CAUTION TO THE INEXPERIENCED IN THIS ART, AND A WORD OF ADVICE TO THOSE WHO WOULD BE ADEPTS
BROTHER, IT IS NECESSARY FOR ME TO INFORM THEE, THAT WHATEVER THY DESIRES ARE IN THE PURSUIT OF THIS ART, WHICH WE CALL MAGIC, SO WILT THY CONNEXION AND ANSWER BE. IF IN THE PURSUIT OF REVENGE, IT IS BUT PROPER THOU SHOULDEST KNOW THAT THOU WILT, IN ANY OF THESE EXPERIMENTS HERE LAID DOWN, DRAW TO THYSELF A REVENGEFUL DEMON, OR AN INFERNAL FURIOUS SPIRIT, SERVING IN THE PRINCIPLE OF THE WRATH OF GOD; IF WORLDLY RICHES AND AGGRANDIZEMENT, THEN SHALT THOU HAVE AN EARTHIAL OR FIERY SPIRIT, WHICH WILL DELUDE THEE WITH THE RICHES OF THE CENTRAL WORLD; IF FAME, OR THE BLAZE OF GLORY, THEN THE SPIRITS OF [SEXUAL] PRIDE WILL BE ALLOTTED THEE, WHO WILL GRATIFY THY INORDINATE [SEXUAL] DESIRE OF VAIN GLORY; FOR ALL THESE OFFICES ARE THERE SPIRITS ALLOTTED AND WILL BE EAGER TO MIX WITH THY SPIRIT: IT WILL ATTRACT THEE TO HIS OWN NATURE, AND SERVE ALL THY PURPOSES ACCORDING TO THE EXTENT OF GOD'S PERMISSION; AND AS THY DESIRES ARE AND FROM WHAT PRINCIPLE THEY PROCEED, SO SHALT THOU BE ANSWERED: BUT IF THOU DESIRES TO KNOW NOTHING BUT FOR THE HONOR AND GLORY OF GOD, AND THE HELP OF THY NEIGHBOR, AND, IN GREAT HUMILITY, FILL THY HEART WITH THE [SEXLESS] LOVE OF GOD, THOU SHALT THEN HAVE A PURE SPIRIT WHICH WILL GRANT (BY THE LORD'S PERMISSION) THEY [SEXLESSLY] DESIRES. THEREFORE, SEEK FOR THAT WHICH IS GOOD; AVOID ALL EVIL EITHER IN THOUGHT, WORD, OR ACTION; PRAY TO GOD TO FILL THEE WITH WISDOM, AND THEN THOU SHALT REAP AN ABUNDANT HARVEST. THERE ARE TWO WAYS MAGICALLY SET BEFORE THEE; CHUSE WHICH THOU WILT, THOU SHALT BE SURE OF THY REWARD. FAREWELL.
OF THE MAKING OF THE CRYSTAL AND THE FORM OF PREPARATION FOR A VISION
PROCURE OF A LAPIDARY GOOD CLEAR PELLUCID CRYSTAL, OF THE BIGNESS OF A SMALL ORANGE, I. C. ABOUT ONE INCH AND A HALF IN DIAMETER; LET IT BE GLOBULAR OR ROUND EACH WAY ALIKE; THEN, WHEN YOU HAVE GOT THIS CRYSTAL, FAIR AND CLEAR, WITHOUT ANY CLOUDS OR SPECKS, GET A SMALL PLATE OF PURE GOLD TO ENCOMPASS THE CRYSTAL ROUND ONE HALF; LET THIS BE FITTED ON AN IVORY OR EBONY PEDESTAL, AS YOU MAY SEE MORE FULLY DESCRIBED IN THE DRAWING, (SEE THE PLATE, FIG. I.) LET THERE BE ENGRAVED A CIRCLE (A) ROUND THE CRYSTAL WITH THESE CHARACTERS AROUND INSIDE THE CIRCLE NEXT THE CRYSTAL---
[bookmark: img_13500][image: http://www.sacred-texts.com/grim/magus/img/13500.jpg]
---AFTERWARDS THE NAME "TETRAGRAMMATON [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]". ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PLATE LET THERE BE ENGRAVED "MICHAEL, GABRIEL, URIEL, RAPHAEL;" WHICH ARE THE FOUR PRINCIPAL ANGELS RULING OVER THE SUN, MOON, VENUS AND MERCURY; BUT ON THE TABLE ON WHICH THE CRYSTAL STANDS THE FOLLOWING NAMES, CHARACTERS, MUST BE DRAWN IN ORDER. FIRST, THE NAMES OF THE SEVEN PLANETS AND ANGELS RULING THEM, WITH THEIR SEALS OR CHARACTERS. THE NAMES OF THE FOUR KINGS OF THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH. LET THEM BE ALL WRITTEN WITHIN A DOUBLE CIRCLE, WITH A TRIANGLE ON A TABLE; ON WHICH PLACE THE CRYSTAL ON ITS PEDESTAL: THIS BEING. DONE, THY TABLE IS COMPLETE (AS IN THE FIG. D,) AND FIT FOR THE CALLING OF THE SPIRITS; AFTER WHICH THOU SHALT PROCEED TO EXPERIMENT, THUS: IN WHAT TIME THOU WOULD DEAL WITH THE SPIRITS BY THE TABLE AND CRYSTAL, THOU MUST OBSERVE THE PLANETARY HOUR; AND WHATEVER PLANET RULES IN THAT HOUR, THE ANGEL GOVERNING THE PLANET THOU SHALT CALL IN THE MANNER FOLLOWING; BUT FIRST, SAY THIS SHORT PRAYER: "OH, GOD! WHO ART THE AUTHOR OF ALL GOOD THINGS, STRENGTHEN, I BESEECH THEE, THY POOR SERVANT, THAT HE MAY STAND FAST, WITHOUT FEAR, THROUGH THIS DEALING AND WORK; ENLIGHTEN, I BESEECH THEE, OH LORD! THE DARK UNDERSTANDING OF THY CREATURE, SO THAT HIS SPIRITUAL EYE MAY BE OPENED TO SEE AND KNOW THY ANGELIC SPIRITS DESCENDING HERE IN THIS CRYSTAL: (THEN LAY THY HAND ON THE CRYSTAL SAYING,) AND THOU, OH INANIMATE CREATURE OF GOD, BE SANCTIFIED AND CONSECRATED, AND BLESSED TO THIS PURPOSE, THAT NO EVIL PHANTASY MAY APPEAR IN THEE; OR, IF THEY DO GAIN INGRESS INTO THIS, CREATURE, THEY MAY BE CONSTRAINED TO SPEAK INTELLIGIBLY, AND TRULY, AND WITHOUT THE LEAST AMBIGUITY, FOR CHRIST'S SAKE. AMEN. AND FORASMUCH AS THY SERVANT HERE STANDING BEFORE THEE, OH, LORD! DESIRES NEITHER EVIL TREASURES, NOR INJURY TO HIS NEIGHBOR, NOR HURT TO ANY LIVING CREATURE, GRANT HIM THE POWER OF DESCRYING THOSE CELESTIAL SPIRITS OR INTELLIGENCES, THAT MAY APPEAR IN THIS CRYSTAL, AND WHATEVER GOOD GIFTS (WHETHER THE POWER OF HEALING INFIRMITIES, OR OF IMBIBING WISDOM, OR DISCOVERING ANY EVIL LIKELY TO AFFLICT ANY PERSON OR FAMILY, OR ANY OTHER GOOD GIFT THOU MAYEST BE PLEASED TO BESTOW ON ME, ENABLE ME, BY THY WISDOM AND MERCY, TO USE WHATEVER I MAY RECEIVE TO THE HONOR OF THY HOLY NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. GRANT THIS FOR THY SON CHRIST'S SAKE. AMEN." THEN TAKING YOUR RING AND PENTACLE, PUT THE RING ON THE LITTLE FINGER OF YOUR RIGHT HAND; HANG THE PENTACLE ROUND THY NECK; (NOTE, THE PENTACLE MAY BE EITHER WROTE ON CLEAN VIRGIN PARCHMENT, OR ENGRAVED ON A SQUARE PLATE OF SILVER AND SUSPENDED FROM THY NECK TO THE BREAST), THEN TAKE YOUR BLACK EBONY WAND, WITH THE GILT CHARACTERS ON IT AND TRACE THE CIRCLE, (FIG. 7. C D E F,) SAYING, "IN THE NAME OF THE BLESSED TRINITY, I CONSECRATE THIS PIECE OF GROUND FOR OUR DEFENSE; SO THAT NO EVIL SPIRIT MAY HAVE POWER TO BREAK THESE BOUNDS PRESCRIBED HERE, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD." AMEN. THEN PLACE THE VESSEL FOR THE PERFUMES BETWEEN THY CIRCLE AND THE HOLY TABLE ON WHICH THE CRYSTAL STANDS, AND, HAVING FIRE THEREIN, CAST IN THY PERFUMES, SAYING, "I CONJURE THEE, OH THOU CREATURE OF FIRE! BY HIM WHO CREATED ALL THINGS BOTH IN HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND IN THE SEA, AND IN EVERY OTHER PLACE WHATEVER, THAT FORTHWITH THOU CAST AWAY EVERY PHANTASM FROM THEE, THAT NO HURT WHATSOEVER SHALL BE DONE IN ANY THING. BLESS, OH LORD, THIS CREATURE OF FIRE, AND SANCTIFY IT THAT IT MAY BE BLESSED, AND THAT THEY MAY FILL TIP THE POWER AND VIRTUE OF THEIR ODORS; SO, NEITHER THE ENEMY, NOR ANY FALSE IMAGINATION, MAY ENTER INTO THEM, THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. AMEN." NOW, THIS BEING DONE IN THE ORDER PRESCRIBED, TAKE OUT THY LITTLE BOOK, WHICH MUST BE MADE ABOUT SEVEN INCHES LONG, OF PURE WHITE VIRGIN VELLUM OR PAPER, LIKEWISE PEN AND INK MUST BE READY TO WRITE DOWN THE NAME, CHARACTER, AND OFFICE, LIKEWISE THE SEAL OR IMAGE OF WHATEVER SPIRIT MAY APPEAR (FOR THIS I MUST TELL YOU THAT IT DOES NOT HAPPEN THAT THE SAME SPIRIT YOU CALL WILL ALWAYS APPEAR, FOR YOU MUST TRY THE SPIRIT TO KNOW WHETHER HE BE A PURE OR IMPURE BEING, AND THIS THOU SHALT EASILY KNOW BY A FIRM AND UNDOUBTED FAITH IN GOD.) NOW THE MOST PURE AND SIMPLE WAY OF CALLING THE SPIRITS OR SPIRIT IS BY A SHORT ORATION TO THE SPIRIT HIMSELF, WHICH IS MORE EFFECTUAL AND EASY TO PERFORM THAN COMPOSING A TABLE OF LETTERS; FOR ALL CELESTIAL OPERATIONS, THE MORE PURE AND UNMIXED THEY ARE, THE MORE THEY ARE AGREEABLE TO THE CELESTIAL SPIRITS: THEREFORE, AFTER THE CIRCLE IS DRAWN, THE BOOK, PERFUMES, ROD, IN READINESS, PROCEED AS FOLLOWS: (AFTER NOTICING THE EXACT HOUR OF THE DAY, AND WHAT ANGEL RULES THAT HOUR, THOU SHALT SAY,) "IN THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE BLESSED AND HOLY TRINITY, I DO DESIRE THEE, THOU STRONG AND MIGHTY ANGEL, MICHAEL, THAT IF IT BE THE DIVINE WILL OF HIM WHO IS CALLED TETRAGRAMMATON [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE HOLY GOD, THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT THOU TAKE UPON THEE SOME SHAPE AS BEST BECOMETH THY CELESTIAL NATURE, AND APPEAR TO US VISIBLY HERE IN THIS CRYSTAL, AND ANSWER OUR DEMANDS IN AS FAR AS WE SHALL NOT TRANSGRESS THE BOUNDS OF THE DIVINE MERCY AND GOODNESS, BY REQUESTING UNLAWFUL KNOWLEDGE; BUT THAT THOU WILT GRACIOUSLY SHEW US WHAT THINGS ARE MOST PROFITABLE FOR US TO KNOW AND DO, TO THE GLORY AND HONOR OF HIS DIVINE MAJESTY, WHO LIVES AND REIGNS, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN. "LORD, THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH, AS IT IS IN HEAVEN; MAKE CLEAN OUR HEARTS WITHIN US, AND TAKE NOT THY HOLY SPIRIT FROM US. "O LORD, BY THY NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WE HAVE CALLED HIM, SUFFER HIM TO ADMINISTER UNTO US. AND THAT ALL THINGS MAY WORK TOGETHER FOR THY HONOR AND GLORY, TO WHOM WITH THEE, THE SON, AND BLESSED SPIRIT, BE ASCRIBED ALL MIGHT, MAJESTY AND DOMINION. AMEN." NOTE, IN THESE DEALINGS, TWO SHOULD ALWAYS BE PRESENT; FOR OFTEN A SPIRIT IS MANIFEST TO ONE IN THE CRYSTAL WHEN THE OTHER CANNOT PERCEIVE HIM; THEREFORE IF ANY SPIRIT APPEAR, AS THERE MOST LIKELY WILL, TO ONE OR BOTH, SAY, "OH, LORD! WE RETURN THEE OUR HEARTY AND SINCERE THANKS FOR THE HEARING OF OUR PRAYER, AND WE THANK THEE FOR HAVING PERMITTED THY SPIRIT TO APPEAR UNTO US WHICH WE, BY THY MERCY, WILL INTERROGATE TO OUR FURTHER INSTRUCTION, THROUGH CHRIST. AMEN." INTERROG. 1. IN THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE HOLY AND UNDEFILED SPIRIT, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] [JOHN 4:23-24], THE BEGOTTEN SON [JESUS], AND HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN], PROCEEDING FROM BOTH, WHAT IS THY TRUE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]? IF THE SPIRIT ANSWERS, MICHAEL, THEN PROCEED. QUEST. 2. WHAT IS THY OFFICE? 3. WHAT IS THY TRUE SIGN OR CHARACTER? 4. WHEN ARE THE TIMES MOST AGREEABLE TO THY NATURE TO HOLD CONFERENCE WITH US? WILT THOU SWEAR BY THE BLOOD AND RIGHTEOUSNESS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THAT THOU ART TRULY MICHAEL? (HERE LET HIM SWEAR, THEN WRITE DOWN HIS SEAL OR CHARACTER IN THY BOOK, AND AGAINST IT, HIS OFFICE AND TIMES TO BE CALLED, THROUGH GOD'S NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; ALSO WRITE DOWN ANY THING HE MAY TEACH THEE, OR ANY RESPONSES HE MAY MAKE TO THY QUESTIONS OR INTERROGATIONS, CONCERNING LIFE OR DEATH, ARTS OR SCIENCES, OR ANY OTHER THING;) AND THEN SHALT THOU SAY, "THOU GREAT AND MIGHTY SPIRIT, INASMUCH AS THOU CAME IN PEACE AND IN THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE EVER BLESSED AND RIGHTEOUS TRINITY, SO IN THIS NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] THOU MAYEST DEPART, AND RETURN TO US WHEN WE CALL THEE IN HIS NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] TO WHOM EVERY KNEE DOTH BOW DOWN. FARE THEE WELL, MICHAEL; PEACE BE BETWEEN US, THROUGH OUR BLESSED LORD JESUS CHRIST. AMEN." THEN WILL THE SPIRIT DEPART; THEN SAY, "TO GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], ETERNAL SPIRIT, FOUNTAIN OF LIGHT, THE SON [PROVERBS 8:22-29], AND HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24], BE ALL HONOR AND GLORY, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN." I SHALL HERE SET DOWN THE TABLE OF THE NAMES OF SPIRITS AND PLANETS GOVERNING THE HOURS; SO, THOU SHALT EASILY KNOW BY INSPECTION, WHAT SPIRIT AND PLANET GOVERNS EVERY HOUR OF THE DAY AND NIGHT IN THE WEEK.
	THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S 1ST WEEK
	ANGELS AND PLANETS RULING SUNDAY.
	ANGELS AND PLANETS RULING MONDAY.
	ANGELS AND PLANETS RULING TUESDAY.
	ANGELS AND PLANETS RULING WEDNESDAY
	ANGELS AND PLANETS RULING THURSDAY.
	ANGELS AND PLANETS RULING FRIDAY.
	ANGELS AND PLANETS RULING SATURDAY.

	HOURS DAY.
	DAY.
	DAY.
	DAY.
	DAY.
	DAY.
	DAY.
	DAY.

	1
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL

	2
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL

	3 THE LAST OVER-THROW SATUR-NIGHT
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL

	4
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL

	5
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL

	6
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL

	7
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL

	8
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL

	9
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL

	10
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL

	11
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL

	12
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL

	HOURS NIGHT
	NIGHT.
	NIGHT.
	NIGHT.
	NIGHT.
	NIGHT.
	NIGHT.
	NIGHT.

	13
	♄ SACHAEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL

	14
	♂ SAMIEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL

	15 THE FIRST OVER-THROW SATURDAY 
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL

	16
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL

	17
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL

	18
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL

	19
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL

	20
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL

	21
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL

	22
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL

	23
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL

	24
	☿ RAPHAEL
	♄ SACHIEL
	♀ ANAEL
	♃ CASSIEL
	☉ MICHAEL
	♀ GABRIEL
	♂ SAMAEL


NOTE, THE DAY IS DIVIDED INTO TWELVE EQUAL PARTS, CALLED PLANETARY HOURS, RECKONING FROM SUN-RISE TO SUN-SET, AND, AGAIN, FROM THE SETTING TO THE RISING; AND TO FIND THE PLANETARY HOUR, YOU NEED BUT TO DIVIDE THE NATURAL HOURS BY TWELVE, AND THE QUOTIENT GIVES THE LENGTH OF THE PLANETARY HOURS AND ODD MINUETS, WHICH SHEWS YOU HOW LONG A SPIRIT BEARS RULE IN THAT DAY. AS MICHAEL GOVERNS THE FIRST AND THE EIGHTH HOUR ON SUNDAY, AS DOES THE ☉. AFTER YOU HAVE THE LENGTH OF THE FIRST HOUR, YOU HAVE ONLY TO LOOK IN THE TABLE, AS IF IT BE THE FOURTH HOUR, ON SUNDAY, YOU SEE IN THE TABLE THAT THE ☽ AND GABRIEL RULES; AND SO, FOR THE REST IT BEING SO PLAIN AND EASY YOU CANNOT ERR.
THE CONCLUSION OF THE MAGUS
CEREMONIAL MAGIC AND SORCERY
CEREMONIAL MAGIC IS THE ANCIENT ART OF INVOKING AND CONTROLLING SPIRITS BY A SCIENTIFIC APPLICATION OF CERTAIN FORMULAE. A MAGICIAN, ENVELOPED IN SANCTIFIED VESTMENTS AND CARRYING A WAND INSCRIBED WITH HIEROGLYPHIC FIGURES, COULD BY THE POWER VESTED IN CERTAIN WORDS AND SYMBOLS CONTROL THE INVISIBLE INHABITANTS OF THE ELEMENTS AND OF THE ASTRAL WORLD. WHILE THE ELABORATE CEREMONIAL MAGIC OF ANTIQUITY WAS NOT NECESSARILY EVIL, THERE AROSE FROM ITS PERVERSION SEVERAL FALSE SCHOOLS OF SORCERY, OR BLACK MAGIC. EGYPT, A GREAT CENTER OF LEARNING AND THE BIRTHPLACE OF MANY ARTS AND SCIENCES, FURNISHED AN IDEAL ENVIRONMENT FOR TRANSCENDENTAL EXPERIMENTATION. HERE THE BLACK MAGICIANS OF ATLANTIS CONTINUED TO EXERCISE THEIR SUPERHUMAN POWERS UNTIL THEY HAD COMPLETELY UNDERMINED AND CORRUPTED THE MORALS OF THE PRIMITIVE MYSTERIES. BY ESTABLISHING A SACERDOTAL CASTE, THEY USURPED THE POSITION FORMERLY OCCUPIED BY THE INITIATES, AND SEIZED THE REINS OF SPIRITUAL GOVERNMENT. THUS, BLACK MAGIC DICTATED THE STATE RELIGION AND PARALYZED THE INTELLECTUAL AND SPIRITUAL ACTIVITIES OF THE INDIVIDUAL BY DEMANDING HIS COMPLETE AND UNHESITATING ACQUIESCENCE IN THE DOGMA FORMULATED BY THE PRIEST-CRAFT. THE PHARAOH BECAME A PUPPET IN THE HANDS OF THE SCARLET COUNCIL--A COMMITTEE OF ARCH-SORCERERS ELEVATED TO POWER BY THE PRIESTHOOD. THESE SORCERERS THEN BEGAN THE SYSTEMATIC DESTRUCTION OF ALL KEYS TO THE ANCIENT WISDOM, SO THAT NONE MIGHT HAVE ACCESS TO THE KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY TO REACH ADEPTSHIP WITHOUT FIRST BECOMING ONE OF THEIR ORDER. THEY MUTILATED THE RITUALS OF THE MYSTERIES WHILE PROFESSING TO PRESERVE THEM, SO THAT EVEN THOUGH THE NEOPHYTE PASSED THROUGH THE DEGREES HE COULD NOT SECURE THE KNOWLEDGE TO WHICH HE WAS ENTITLED. IDOLATRY WAS INTRODUCED BY ENCOURAGING THE WORSHIP OF THE IMAGES WHICH IN THE BEGINNING THE WISE HAD ERECTED SOLELY AS SYMBOLS FOR STUDY AND MEDITATION. FALSE INTERPRETATIONS WERE GIVEN TO THE EMBLEMS AND FIGURES OF THE MYSTERIES, AND ELABORATE THEOLOGIES WERE CREATED TO CONFUSE THE MINDS OF THEIR DEVOTEES. THE MASSES, DEPRIVED OF THEIR BIRTHRIGHT OF UNDERSTANDING AND GROVELING IN IGNORANCE, EVENTUALLY BECAME THE ABJECT SLAVES OF THE SPIRITUAL IMPOSTORS. SUPERSTITION UNIVERSALLY PREVAILED AND THE BLACK MAGICIANS COMPLETELY DOMINATED NATIONAL AFFAIRS, WITH THE RESULT THAT HUMANITY STILL SUFFERS FROM THE SOPHISTRIES OF THE PRIEST-CRAFTS OF ATLANTIS AND EGYPT. FULLY CONVINCED THAT THEIR SCRIPTURES SANCTIONED IT, NUMEROUS MEDIAEVAL QABBALISTS DEVOTED THEIR LIVES TO THE PRACTICE OF CEREMONIAL MAGIC. THE TRANSCENDENTALISM OF THE QABBALISTS IS FOUNDED UPON THE ANCIENT AND MAGICAL FORMULA OF KING SOLOMON, WHO HAS LONG BEEN CONSIDERED BY THE JEWS AS THE PRINCE OF CEREMONIAL MAGICIANS. AMONG THE QABBALISTS OF THE MIDDLE AGES WERE A GREAT NUMBER OF BLACK MAGICIANS WHO STRAYED FROM THE NOBLE CONCEPTS OF THE SEPHER YETZIRAH AND BECAME ENMESHED IN DEMONISM AND WITCHCRAFT. THEY SOUGHT TO SUBSTITUTE MAGIC MIRRORS, CONSECRATED DAGGERS, AND CIRCLES SPREAD AROUND POSTS OF COFFIN NAILS, FOR THE LIVING OF THAT VIRTUOUS LIFE WHICH, WITHOUT THE ASSISTANCE OF COMPLICATED RITUALS OR SUBMUNDANE CREATURES, UNFAILINGLY BRINGS MAN TO THE STATE OF TRUE INDIVIDUAL COMPLETION. THOSE WHO SOUGHT TO CONTROL ELEMENTAL SPIRITS THROUGH CEREMONIAL MAGIC DID SO LARGELY WITH THE HOPE OF SECURING FROM THE INVISIBLE WORLDS EITHER RARE KNOWLEDGE OR SUPERNATURAL POWER. THE LITTLE RED DEMON OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE AND THE INFAMOUS ORACULAR HEADS OF DE MEDICI ARE EXAMPLES OF THE DISASTROUS RESULTS OF PERMITTING ELEMENTAL BEINGS TO DICTATE THE COURSE OF HUMAN PROCEDURE. WHILE THE LEARNED AND GODLIKE DAEMON OF SOCRATES SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN AN EXCEPTION, THIS REALLY PROVES THAT THE INTELLECTUAL AND MORAL STATUS OF THE MAGICIAN HAS MUCH TO DO WITH THE TYPE OF ELEMENTAL HE IS CAPABLE OF INVOKING. BUT EVEN THE DAEMON OF SOCRATES DESERTED THE PHILOSOPHER WHEN THE SENTENCE OF DEATH WAS PASSED. TRANSCENDENTALISM AND ALL FORMS OF PHENOMENALISTIC MAGIC ARE BUT BLIND ALLEYS--OUTGROWTHS OF ATLANTEAN SORCERY; AND THOSE WHO FORSAKE THE STRAIGHT PATH OF PHILOSOPHY TO WANDER THEREIN ALMOST INVARIABLY FALL VICTIMS TO THEIR IMPRUDENCE. MAN, INCAPABLE OF CONTROLLING HIS OWN APPETITES, IS NOT EQUAL TO THE TASK OF GOVERNING THE FIERY AND TEMPESTUOUS ELEMENTAL SPIRITS. MANY A MAGICIAN HAS LOST HIS LIFE AS THE RESULT OF OPENING A WAY WHEREBY SUBMUNDANE CREATURES COULD BECOME ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS IN HIS AFFAIRS. WHEN ELIPHAS LEVI INVOKED THE SPIRIT OF APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, WHAT DID HE HOPE TO ACCOMPLISH? IS THE GRATIFICATION OF CURIOSITY A MOTIVE SUFFICIENT TO WARRANT THE DEVOTION OF AN ENTIRE LIFETIME TO A DANGEROUS AND UNPROFITABLE PURSUIT? IF THE LIVING APOLLONIUS REFUSED TO DIVULGE HIS SECRETS TO THE PROFANE, IS THERE ANY PROBABILITY THAT AFTER DEATH HE WOULD DISCLOSE THEM TO THE CURIOUS-MINDED? LEVI HIMSELF DID NOT DARE TO ASSERT THAT THE SPECTER WHICH APPEARED TO HIM WAS ACTUALLY THE GREAT PHILOSOPHER, FOR LEVI REALIZED ONLY TOO WELL THE PROCLIVITY OF ELEMENTALS TO IMPERSONATE THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED ON. THE MAJORITY OF MODERN MEDIUMISTIC APPARITIONS ARE BUT ELEMENTAL CREATURES MASQUERADING THROUGH BODIES COMPOSED OF THOUGHT SUBSTANCE SUPPLIED BY THE VERY PERSONS DESIRING TO BEHOLD THESE WRAITHS OF DECARNATE BEINGS.
THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF BLACK MAGIC
SOME UNDERSTANDING OF THE INTRICATE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF CEREMONIAL MAGIC MAY BE DERIVED FROM A BRIEF CONSIDERATION OF ITS UNDERLYING PREMISES. FIRST. THE VISIBLE UNIVERSE HAS AN INVISIBLE COUNTERPART, THE HIGHER PLANES OF WHICH ARE PEOPLED BY GOOD AND BEAUTIFUL SPIRITS; THE LOWER PLANES, DARK AND FOREBODING, ARE THE HABITATION OF EVIL SPIRITS AND DEMONS UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE FALLEN ANGEL AND HIS TEN PRINCES. SECOND. BY MEANS OF THE SECRET PROCESSES OF CEREMONIAL MAGIC IT IS POSSIBLE TO CONTACT THESE INVISIBLE CREATURES AND GAIN THEIR HELP IN SOME HUMAN UNDERTAKING. GOOD SPIRITS WILLINGLY LEND THEIR ASSISTANCE TO ANY WORTHY ENTERPRISE, BUT THE EVIL SPIRITS SERVE ONLY THOSE WHO LIVE TO PERVERT AND DESTROY. THIRD. IT IS POSSIBLE TO MAKE CONTRACTS WITH SPIRITS WHEREBY THE MAGICIAN BECOMES FOR A STIPULATED TIME THE MASTER OF AN ELEMENTAL BEING. FOURTH. TRUE BLACK MAGIC IS PERFORMED WITH THE AID OF A DEMONIACAL SPIRIT, WHO SERVES THE SORCERER FOR THE LENGTH OF HIS EARTHLY LIFE, WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT AFTER DEATH THE MAGICIAN SHALL BECOME THE SERVANT OF HIS OWN DEMON. FOR THIS REASON, A BLACK MAGICIAN WILL GO TO INCONCEIVABLE ENDS TO PROLONG HIS PHYSICAL LIFE, SINCE THERE IS NOTHING FOR HIM BEYOND THE GRAVE. THE MOST DANGEROUS FORM OF BLACK MAGIC IS THE SCIENTIFIC PERVERSION OF OCCULT POWER FOR THE GRATIFICATION OF PERSONAL DESIRE. ITS LESS COMPLEX AND MORE UNIVERSAL FORM IS HUMAN SELFISHNESS, FOR SELFISHNESS IS THE FUNDAMENTAL CAUSE OF ALL WORLDLY EVIL. A MAN WILL BARTER HIS ETERNAL SOUL FOR TEMPORAL POWER, AND DOWN THROUGH THE AGES A MYSTERIOUS PROCESS HAS BEEN EVOLVED WHICH ACTUALLY ENABLES HIM TO MAKE THIS EXCHANGE. IN ITS VARIOUS BRANCHES THE BLACK ART INCLUDES NEARLY ALL FORMS OF CEREMONIAL MAGIC, NECROMANCY, WITCHCRAFT, SORCERY, AND VAMPIRISM. UNDER THE SAME GENERAL HEADING ARE ALSO INCLUDED MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM, EXCEPT WHEN USED SOLELY FOR MEDICAL PURPOSES, AND EVEN THEN, THERE IS AN ELEMENT OF RISK FOR ALL CONCERNED. THOUGH THE DEMONISM OF THE MIDDLE AGES SEEMS TO HAVE DISAPPEARED, THERE IS ABUNDANT EVIDENCE THAT IN MANY FORMS OF MODERN THOUGHT--ESPECIALLY THE SO-CALLED "PROSPERITY" PSYCHOLOGY, "WILLPOWER-BUILDING" METAPHYSICS, AND SYSTEMS OF "HIGH-PRESSURE" SALESMANSHIP--
[bookmark: img_10100][image: BAPHOMET, THE GOAT OF MENDES.]
BAPHOMET, THE GOAT OF MENDES.
THE PRACTICE OF MAGIC--EITHER WHITE OR BLACK--DEPENDS UPON THE ABILITY OF THE ADEPT TO CONTROL THE UNIVERSAL LIFE FORCE--THAT WHICH ELIPHAS LEVI CALLS THE GREAT MAGICAL AGENT OR THE ASTRAL LIGHT. BY THE MANIPULATION OF THIS FLUIDIC ESSENCE THE PHENOMENA OF TRANSCENDENTALISM ARE PRODUCED. THE FAMOUS HERMAPHRODITIC GOAT OF MENDES WAS A COMPOSITE CREATURE FORMULATED TO SYMBOLIZE THIS ASTRAL LIGHT. IT IS IDENTICAL WITH BAPHOMET THE MYSTIC PANTHEOS OF THOSE DISCIPLES OF CEREMONIAL MAGIC, THE TEMPLARS, WHO PROBABLY OBTAINED IT FROM THE ARABIANS. BLACK MAGIC HAS MERELY PASSED THROUGH A METAMORPHOSIS, AND ALTHOUGH ITS NAME BE CHANGED ITS NATURE REMAINS THE SAME. A WELL-KNOWN MAGICIAN OF THE MIDDLE AGES WAS DR. JOHANNES FAUSTUS, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS DR. FAUST. BY A STUDY OF MAGICAL WRITINGS, HE WAS ENABLED TO BIND TO HIS SERVICE AN ELEMENTAL WHO SERVED HIM FOR MANY YEARS IN VARIOUS CAPACITIES. STRANGE LEGENDS ARE TOLD CONCERNING THE MAGICAL POWERS POSSESSED BY DR. FAUST. UPON ONE OCCASION THE PHILOSOPHER, BEING APPARENTLY IN A PLAYFUL MOOD, THREW HIS MANTLE OVER A NUMBER OF EGGS IN A MARKET-WOMAN'S BASKET, CAUSING THEM TO HATCH INSTANTLY. AT ANOTHER TIME, HAVING FALLEN OVERBOARD FROM A SMALL BOAT, HE WAS PICKED UP AND RETURNED TO THE CRAFT WITH HIS CLOTHES STILL DRY. BUT, LIKE NEARLY ALL OTHER MAGICIANS, DR. FAUST CAME AT LENGTH TO DISASTER; HE WAS FOUND ONE MORNING WITH A KNIFE IN HIS BACK, AND IT WAS COMMONLY BELIEVED THAT HIS FAMILIAR SPIRIT HAD MURDERED HIM. ALTHOUGH GOETHE'S DR. FAUST IS GENERALLY REGARDED AS MERELY A FICTIONAL CHARACTER, THIS OLD MAGICIAN ACTUALLY LIVED DURING THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY. DR. FAUST WROTE A BOOK DESCRIBING HIS EXPERIENCES WITH SPIRITS, A SECTION OF WHICH IS REPRINTED BELOW. (DR. FAUST MUST NOT BE CONFUSED WITH JOHANN FUST, THE PRINTER.)
EXTRACT FROM THE BOOK OF DR. FAUST, WITTENBERG, 1524
[bookmark: img_10200](AN ABRIDGED TRANSLATION FROM THE ORIGINAL GERMAN OF A BOOK ORDERED DESTROYED.) "FROM MY YOUTH I FOLLOWED ART AND SCIENCE AND WAS TIRELESS IN MY READING OF BOOKS. AMONG THOSE WHICH CAME TO MY HAND WAS A VOLUME CONTAINING ALL KINDS OF INVOCATIONS AND MAGICAL FORMULAE. IN THIS BOOK I DISCOVERED INFORMATION TO THE EFFECT THAT A SPIRIT, WHETHER HE BE OF THE FIRE, THE WATER, THE EARTH OR THE AIR, CAN BE COMPELLED TO DO THE WILL OF A MAGICIAN CAPABLE OF CONTROLLING HIM. I ALSO DISCOVERED THAT ACCORDING AS ONE SPIRIT HAS MORE POWER THAN ANOTHER, EACH IS ADAPTED FOR A DIFFERENT OPERATION AND EACH IS CAPABLE OF PRODUCING CERTAIN SUPERNATURAL EFFECTS. "AFTER READING THIS WONDERFUL BOOK, I MADE SEVERAL EXPERIMENTS, DESIRING TO REST THE ACCURACY OF THE STATEMENTS MADE THEREIN. AT FIRST, I HAD LITTLE FAITH THAT WHAT WAS PROMISED WOULD TAKE PLACE. BUT AT THE VERY FIRST INVOCATION WHICH I ATTEMPTED A MIGHTY SPIRIT MANIFESTED TO ME, DESIRING TO KNOW WHY I HAD INVOKED HIM. HIS COMING SO AMAZED ME THAT I SCARCELY KNEW WHAT TO SAY, BUT FINALLY ASKED HIM IF HE WOULD SERVE ME IN MY MAGICAL INVESTIGATIONS. HE REPLIED THAT IF CERTAIN CONDITIONS WERE AGREED UPON, HE WOULD. THE CONDITIONS WERE THAT I SHOULD MAKE A PACT WITH HIM. THIS I DID NOT DESIRE TO DO, BUT AS IN MY IGNORANCE I HAD NOT PROTECTED MYSELF WITH A CIRCLE AND WAS ACTUALLY AT THE MERCY OF THE SPIRIT, I DID NOT DARE TO REFUSE HIS REQUEST AND RESIGNED MYSELF TO THE INEVITABLE, CONSIDERING IT WISEST TO TURN MY MANTLE ACCORDING TO THE WIND. "I THEN TOLD HIM THAT IF HE WOULD BE SERVICEABLE TO ME ACCORDING TO MY DESIRES AND NEEDS FOR A CERTAIN LENGTH OF TIME, I WOULD SIGN MYSELF OVER TO HIM. AFTER THE PACT HAD BEEN ARRANGED, THIS MIGHTY SPIRIT, WHOSE NAME WAS ASTEROTH, INTRODUCED ME TO ANOTHER SPIRIT BY THE NAME OF MARBUEL, WHO WAS APPOINTED TO BE MY SERVANT. I QUESTIONED MARBUEL AS TO HIS SUITABILITY FOR MY NEEDS. I ASKED HIM HOW QUICK HE WAS, AND HE ANSWERED, 'AS SWIFT AS THE WINDS.' THIS DID NOT SATISFY ME, SO I REPLIED, 'YOU CANNOT BECOME MY SERVANT. GO AGAIN WHENCE YOU HAVE COME.' SOON ANOTHER SPIRIT MANIFESTED ITSELF, WHOSE NAME WAS ANIGUEL. UPON ASKING HIM THE SAME QUESTION HE ANSWERED THAT HE WAS SWIFT AS A BIRD IN THE AIR. I SAID, 'YOU ARE STILL TOO SLOW FOR ME. GO WHENCE YOU CAME.' IN THE SAME MOMENT ANOTHER SPIRIT BY THE NAME OF ACIEL MANIFESTED HIMSELF. FOR THE THIRD TIME I ASKED MY QUESTION AND HE ANSWERED, 'I AM AS SWIFT AS HUMAN THOUGHT.' 'YOU SHALL SERVE ME,' I REPLIED. THIS SPIRIT WAS FAITHFUL FOR A LONG TIME, BUT TO TELL YOU HOW HE SERVED ME IS NOT POSSIBLE IN A DOCUMENT OF THIS LENGTH AND I WILL HERE ONLY INDICATE HOW SPIRITS ARE TO BE INVOKED AND HOW THE CIRCLES FOR PROTECTION ARE TO BE PREPARED. THERE ARE MANY KINDS OF SPIRITS WHICH WILL PERMIT THEMSELVES TO BE INVOKED BY MAN AND BECOME HIS SERVANT. OF THESE I WILL LIST A FEW: "ACIEL: THE MIGHTIEST AMONG THOSE WHO SERVE MEN. HE MANIFESTS IN PLEASING HUMAN FORM ABOUT THREE FEET HIGH. HE MUST BE INVOKED THREE TIMES BEFORE HE WILL COME FORTH INTO THE CIRCLE PREPARED FOR HIM. HE WILL FURNISH RICHES AND WILL INSTANTLY FETCH THINGS FROM A GREAT DISTANCE, ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF THE MAGICIAN. HE IS AS SWIFT AS HUMAN THOUGHT. "ANIGUEL: SERVICEABLE AND MOST USEFUL, AND COMES IN THE FORM OF A TEN-YEAR-OLD BOY. HE MUST BE INVOKED THREE TIMES. HIS SPECIAL POWER IS TO DISCOVER TREASURES AND MINERALS HIDDEN IN THE GROUND, WHICH HE WILL FURNISH TO THE MAGICIAN. "MARBUEL: A TRUE LORD OF THE MOUNTAINS AND SWIFT AS A BIRD ON THE WING. HE IS AN OPPOSING AND TROUBLESOME SPIRIT, HARD TO CONTROL. YOU MUST INVOKE HIM FOUR TIMES. HE APPEARS IN THE PERSON OF MARS [A WARRIOR IN HEAVY ARMOR]. HE WILL FURNISH THE MAGICIAN THOSE THINGS WHICH GROW ABOVE AND UNDER THE EARTH. HE IS PARTICULARLY THE LORD OF THE SPRING-ROOT. [THE SPRING-ROOT IS A MYSTERIOUS HERB, POSSIBLY OF A REDDISH COLOR, WHICH MEDIAEVAL MAGICIANS ASSERTED HAD THE PROPERTY OF DRAWING FORTH OR OPENING ANYTHING IT TOUCHED. IF PLACED AGAINST A LOCKED DOOR, IT WOULD OPEN THE DOOR. THE HERMETISTS BELIEVED THAT THE RED-CAPPED WOODPECKER WAS SPECIALLY ENDOWED WITH THE FACULTY OF DISCOVERING SPRING-ROOT, SO THEY FOLLOWED THIS BIRD TO ITS NEST, AND THEN STOPPED UP THE HOLE IN THE TREE WHERE ITS YOUNG WERE. THE RED-CRESTED WOODPECKER WENT AT ONCE IN QUEST OF THE SPRING-ROOT, AND, DISCOVERING IT, BROUGHT IT TO THE TREE. IT IMMEDIATELY DREW FORTH THE STOPPER FROM THE ENTRANCE TO THE NEST. THE MAGICIAN THEN SECURED THE ROOT FROM THE BIRD. IT WAS ALSO ASSERTED THAT BECAUSE OF ITS STRUCTURE, THE ETHERIC BODY OF THE SPRING-ROOT WAS UTILIZED AS A VEHICLE OF EXPRESSION BY CERTAIN ELEMENTAL SPIRITS WHICH MANIFESTED THROUGH THE PROCLIVITY OF DRAWING OUT OR OPENING THINGS.] "ACIEBEL: A MIGHTY RULER OF THE SEA, CONTROLLING THINGS BOTH UPON AND UNDER THE WATER. HE FURNISHES THINGS LOST OR SUNK IN RIVERS, LAKES, AND OCEANS, SUCH AS SUNKEN SHIPS AND TREASURES. THE MORE SHARPLY YOU INVOKE HIM, THE SWIFTER HE IS UPON HIS ERRANDS. "MACHIEL: COMES IN THE FORM OF A BEAUTIFUL MAIDEN AND BY HER AID THE MAGICIAN IS RAISED TO HONOR AND DIGNITY. SHE MAKES THOSE SHE SERVES WORTHY AND NOBLE, GRACIOUS AND KINDLY, AND ASSISTS IN ALL MATTERS OF LITIGATION AND JUSTICE. SHE WILL NOT COME UNLESS INVOKED TWICE. "BARUEL: THE MASTER OF ALL ARTS. HE MANIFESTS AS A MASTER WORKMAN AND COMES WEARING AN APRON. HE CAN TEACH A MAGICIAN MORE IN A MOMENT THAN ALL THE MASTER WORKMEN OF THE WORLD COMBINED COULD ACCOMPLISH IN TWENTY YEARS. HE MUST BE INVOKED THREE TIMES. "THESE ARE THE SPIRITS MOST SERVICEABLE TO MAN, BUT THERE ARE NUMEROUS OTHERS WHICH, FOR LACK OF SPACE, I AM UNABLE TO DESCRIBE. NOW, IF YOU DESIRE THE AID OF THE SPIRIT TO GET THIS OR THAT, THEN YOU MUST FIRST DRAW THE SIGN OF THE SPIRIT WHOM YOU DESIRE TO INVOKE. THE DRAWING MUST BE MADE JUST IN FRONT OF A CIRCLE MADE BEFORE SUNRISE, IN WHICH YOU AND YOUR ASSISTANTS WILL STAND. IF YOU DESIRE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, THEN YOU MUST INVOKE THE SPIRIT ACIEL. DRAW HIS SIGN IN FRONT OF THE CIRCLE. IF YOU NEED OTHER THINGS, THEN DRAW THE SIGN OF THE SPIRIT CAPABLE OF FURNISHING THEM. ON THE PLACE WHERE YOU INTEND TO MAKE THE CIRCLE, YOU MUST FIRST DRAW A GREAT CROSS WITH A LARGE SWORD WITH WHICH NO ONE EVER HAS BEEN HURT. THEN YOU MUST MAKE THREE CONCENTRIC CIRCLES. THE INNERMOST CIRCLE IS MADE OF A 
[image: A MAGICAL SWORD.]
A MAGICAL SWORD.
ELIPHAS LEVI DESCRIBES THE PREPARATION OF A MAGICAL SWORD IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: THE STEEL BLADE SHOULD BE FORGED IN THE HOUR OF MARS, WITH NEW TOOLS. THE POMMEL SHOULD BE OF HOLLOW SILVER CONTAINING QUICKSILVER, AND THE SYMBOLS OF MERCURY AND THE MOON AND THE SIGNATURES OF GABRIEL AND SAMAEL SHOULD BE ENGRAVED UPON IT. THE HILT SHOULD BE ENCASED WITH TIN, WITH THE SYMBOL OF JUPITER AND THE SIGNATURE OF MICHAEL ENGRAVED UPON IT. A COPPER TRIANGLE SHOULD EXTEND FROM THE HILT ALONG THE BLADE A SHORT DISTANCE ON EACH SIDE: THESE SHOULD BEAR THE SYMBOLS OF MERCURY AND VENUS. FIVE SEPHIROTH SHOULD BE ENGRAVED UPON THE HANDLE, AS SHOWN. THE BLADE ITSELF SHOULD HAVE THE WORD MALCHUT UPON ONE SIDE AND QUIS UT DEUS UPON THE OTHER. THE SWORD SHOULD BE CONSECRATED ON SUNDAY.
[image: A  MAGIC CIRCLE.]
A MAGIC CIRCLE.
THE ABOVE FIGURE IS A COMPLETE AND FAITHFUL REPRESENTATION OF A MAGIC CIRCLE AS DESIGNED BY MEDIAEVAL CONJURERS FOR THE INVOCATION OF SPIRITS. THE MAGICIAN ACCOMPANIED BY HIS ASSISTANT TAKES HIS PLACE AT THE POINT FORMED BY THE CROSSING OF THE CENTRAL LINES MARKED MAGISTER. THE WORDS ABOUT THE CIRCLE ARE THE NAMES OF THE INVISIBLE INTELLIGENCES, AND THE SMALL CROSSES MARK POINTS AT WHICH CERTAIN PRAYERS AND INVOCATIONS ARE RECITED. THE SMALL CIRCLE OUTSIDE IS PREPARED FOR THE SPIRIT TO BE INVOKED, AND WHILE IN USE HAS THE SIGNATURE OF THE DESIRED INTELLIGENCE TRACED WITHIN THE TRIANGLE A LONG NARROW STRIP OF VIRGIN PARCHMENT AND MUST BE HUNG UPON TWELVE CROSSES MADE OF THE WOOD OF CROSS-THORN. UPON THE PARCHMENT YOU MUST WRITE THE NAMES AND SYMBOLS ACCORDING TO THE FIGURE WHICH FOLLOWS. OUTSIDE THIS FIRST CIRCLE MAKE THE SECOND AS FOLLOWS: "FIRST SECURE A THREAD OF RED SILK THAT HAS BEEN SPUN OR TWISTED TO THE LEFT INSTEAD OF THE RIGHT. THEN PLACE IN THE GROUND TWELVE CROSSES MADE OF LAUREL LEAVES, AND ALSO PREPARE A LONG STRIP OF NEW WHITE PAPER. WRITE WITH AN UNUSED PEN THE CHARACTERS AND SYMBOLS AS SEEN ON THE SECOND CIRCLE. WIND THIS LATTER STRIP OF PAPER AROUND WITH THE RED SILKEN THREAD AND PIN THEM UPON THE TWELVE CROSSES OF LAUREL LEAVES. OUTSIDE THIS SECOND CIRCLE MAKE A THIRD ONE WHICH IS ALSO OF VIRGIN PARCHMENT AND PINNED UPON TWELVE CROSSES OF CONSECRATED PALM. WHEN YOU HAVE MADE THESE THREE CIRCLES, RETIRE INTO THEM UNTIL AT LAST YOU STAND IN THE CENTER UPON A PENTAGRAM DRAWN IN THE MIDST OF THE GREAT CROSS FIRST DRAWN. NOW, TO INSURE SUCCESS, DO EVERYTHING ACCORDING TO THE DESCRIPTION, AND WHEN YOU HAVE READ OFF THE SACRED INVOCATION PRONOUNCE THE NAME OF THE SPIRIT WHICH YOU DESIRE TO APPEAR. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU PRONOUNCE THE NAME VERY DISTINCTLY. YOU MUST ALSO NOTE THE DAY AND THE HOUR, FOR EACH SPIRIT CAN ONLY BE INVOKED AT CERTAIN TIMES." WHILE THE BLACK MAGICIAN AT THE TIME OF SIGNING HIS PACT WITH THE ELEMENTAL DEMON MAYBE FULLY CONVINCED THAT HE IS STRONG ENOUGH TO CONTROL INDEFINITELY THE POWERS PLACED AT HIS DISPOSAL, HE IS SPEEDILY UNDECEIVED. BEFORE MANY YEARS ELAPSE, HE MUST TURN ALL HIS ENERGIES TO THE PROBLEM OF SELF-PRESERVATION. A WORLD OF HORRORS TO WHICH HE HAS ATTUNED HIMSELF BY HIS OWN COVETOUSNESS LOOMS NEARER EVERY DAY, UNTIL HE EXISTS UPON THE EDGE OF A SEETHING MAELSTROM, EXPECTING MOMENTARILY TO BE SUCKED DOWN INTO ITS TURBID DEPTHS. AFRAID TO DIE--BECAUSE HE WILL BECOME THE SERVANT OF HIS OWN DEMON--THE MAGICIAN COMMITS CRIME AFTER CRIME TO PROLONG HIS WRETCHED EARTHLY EXISTENCE. REALIZING THAT LIFE IS MAINTAINED BY THE AID OF A MYSTERIOUS UNIVERSAL LIFE FORCE WHICH IS THE COMMON PROPERTY OF ALL CREATURES, THE BLACK MAGICIAN OFTEN BECOMES AN OCCULT VAMPIRE, STEALING THIS ENERGY FROM OTHERS. ACCORDING TO MEDIAEVAL SUPERSTITION, BLACK MAGICIANS TURNED THEMSELVES INTO WEREWOLVES AND ROAMED THE EARTH AT NIGHT, ATTACKING DEFENSELESS VICTIMS FOR THE LIFE FORCE CONTAINED IN THEIR BLOOD.
MODUS OPERANDI FOR THE INVOCATION OF SPIRITS
[bookmark: img_10300]THE FOLLOWING CONDENSED EXTRACT FROM AN ANCIENT MANUSCRIPT IS REPRODUCED HEREWITH AS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE RITUALISM OF CEREMONIAL MAGIC. THE EXTRACT IS FROM THE COMPLETE BOOK OF MAGIC SCIENCE, AN UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPT (ORIGINAL IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM), WITH PENTACLES IN COLORS, MENTIONED BY FRANCIS BARRETT IN HIS MAGUS. "OPENING PRAYER "OMNIPOTENT AND ETERNAL GOD WHO HATH ORDAINED THE WHOLE CREATION FOR THY PRAISE AND GLORY AND FOR THE SALVATION OF MAN, I EARNESTLY BESEECH THEE THAT THOU WOULDST SEND ONE OF THY SPIRITS OF THE ORDER OF JUPITER, ONE OF THE MESSENGERS OF ZADKIEL WHOM THOU HAST APPOINTED GOVERNOR OF THY FIRMAMENT AT THE PRESENT TIME, MOST FAITHFULLY, WILLINGLY, AND READILY TO SHOW ME THESE THINGS WHICH I SHALL ASK, COMMAND OR REQUIRE OF HIM, AND TRULY EXECUTE MY DESIRES. NEVERTHELESS, O MOST HOLY GOD, THY WILL AND NOT MINE BE DONE THROUGH JC, THINE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OUR LORD. AMEN. "THE INVOCATION. [THE MAGICIAN, HAVING PROPERLY CONSECRATED HIS VESTMENTS AND UTENSILS AND BEING PROTECTED BY HIS CIRCLE, NOW CALLS UPON THE SPIRITS TO APPEAR AND ACCEDE TO HIS DEMANDS.] "SPIRITS, WHOSE ASSISTANCE I REQUIRE, BEHOLD THE SIGN AND THE VERY HALLOWED NAMES OF GOD FULL OF POWER. OBEY THE POWER OF THIS OUR PENTACLE; GO OUT YOUR HIDDEN CAVES AND DARK PLACES; CEASE YOUR HURTFUL OCCUPATIONS TO THOSE UNHAPPY MORTALS WHOM WITHOUT CEASING YOU TORMENT; COME INTO THIS PLACE WHERE THE DIVINE GOODNESS HAS ASSEMBLED US; BE ATTENTIVE TO OUR ORDERS AND KNOWN TO OUR JUST DEMANDS; BELIEVE NOT THAT YOUR RESISTANCE WILL CAUSE US TO ABANDON OUR OPERATIONS. NOTHING CAN DISPENSE WITH YOUR OBEYING US. WE COMMAND YOU BY THE MYSTERIOUS NAMES ELOHE AGLA ELOHIM ADONAY GIBORT. AMEN. "I CALL UPON THEE, ZADKIEL, IN THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND OF THE SON [JESUS], AND OF THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN], BLESSED TRINITY, UNSPEAKABLE UNITY. "I INVOKE AND INTREAT THEE, ZADKIEL, IN THIS HOUR TO ATTEND TO THE WORDS AND CONJURATIONS WHICH I SHALL USE THIS DAY BY THE HOLY NAMES OF GOD ELOHE EL ELOHIM ELION ZEBAOTH ESCEREHIE IAH ADONAY TETRAGRAMMATON [YHWH-LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. "I CONJURE THEE, I EXORCISE THEE, THOU SPIRIT ZADKIEL, BY THESE HOLY NAMES HAGIOS O THEOS ISCYROS ATHANATOS PARACLETUS AGLA ON ALPHA ET OMEGA IOTH AGLANBROTH ABIEL ANATHIEL TETRAGRAMMATON [YHWH-LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]: AND BY ALL OTHER GREAT AND GLORIOUS, HOLY AND UNSPEAKABLE, MYSTERIOUS, MIGHTY, POWERFUL, INCOMPREHENSIBLE NAMES OF GOD, THAT YOU ATTEND UNTO THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH, AND SEND UNTO ME PABIEL OR OTHER OF YOUR MINISTERING, SERVING SPIRITS, WHO MAY SHOW ME SUCH THINGS AS I SHALL DEMAND OF HIM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND OF THE SON [JESUS], AND OF THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN]. AMEN. "I INTREAT THEE, PABIEL, BY THE WHOLE SPIRIT OF HEAVEN, SERAPHIM, CHERUBIM, THRONES, DOMINATIONS, WITNESSES, POWERS, PRINCIPALITIES, ARCHANGELS, AND ANGELS, BY THE HOLY, GREAT, AND GLORIOUS ANGELS ORPHANIEL TETRA-DAGIEL SALAMLA ACIMOY PASTOR POTI, THAT THOU COME FORTHWITH, READILY SHOW THYSELF THAT WE MAY SEE YOU AND AUDIBLY HEAR YOU, SPEAK UNTO US AND FULFIL OUR DESIRES, AND BY YOUR STAR WHICH IS JUPITER, AND BY ALL THE CONSTELLATIONS OF HEAVEN, AND BY WHATSOEVER YOU OBEY, AND BY YOUR CHARACTER WHICH YOU HAVE GIVEN, PROPOSED, AND CONFIRMED, THAT YOU ATTEND UNTO ME ACCORDING TO THE PRAYER AND PETITIONS WHICH I HAVE MADE UNTO ALMIGHTY GOD, AND THAT YOU FORTHWITH SEND ME ONE OF YOUR MINISTERING SPIRITS, WHO MAY WILLINGLY, TRULY, AND FAITHFULLY FULFIL ALL MY DESIRES, AND THAT YOU COMMAND HIM TO APPEAR UNTO ME IN THE FORM OF A BEAUTIFUL ANGEL, GENTLY, COURTEOUSLY, AFFABLY, AND MEEKLY, ENTERING INTO COMMUNICATION WITH ME, AND THAT HE NEITHER PERMITTING ANY EVIL SPIRIT TO APPROACH IN ANY SORT OF HURT, TERRIFY OR AFFRIGHT ME IN ANY WAY NOR DECEIVING ME IN ANY WISE. THROUGH THE VIRTUE OF OUR LORD JC, IN WHOSE NAME I ATTEND, WAIT FOR, AND EXPECT THY APPEARANCE. FIAT, FIAT, FIAT. AMEN, AMEN, AMEN. "INTERROGATORIES. [HAVING SUMMONED THE SPIRIT UNTO HIS PRESENCE, THE MAGICIAN SHALL QUESTION HIM AS FOLLOWS:] "'COMEST THOU IN PEACE IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND OF THE SON [JESUS] AND OF THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN]?' [AND THE SPIRIT SHALL ANSWER:] 'YES.' "'THOU ART WELCOME, NOBLE SPIRIT. WHAT IS THY NAME?' [AND THE SPIRIT SHALL ANSWER:] 'PABIEL.' "'I HAVE CALLED THEE IN THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF JESU [S] OF NAZARETH AT WHOSE NAME EVERY KNEE DOTH BOW IN HEAVEN, EARTH, AND HELL, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL CONFESS THERE IS NO NAME LIKE UNTO THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF JESUS, WHO HATH GIVEN POWER UNTO MAN TO BIND AND TO LOOSE ALL THINGS IN HIS MOST HOLY NAME, YEA EVEN UNTO THOSE THAT TRUST IN HIS SALVATION. "'ART THOU THE MESSENGER OF ZADKIEL?' [AND THE SPIRIT SHALL ANSWER:] 'YES.' "'WILT THOU CONFIRM THYSELF UNTO ME AT THIS TIME AND HENCEFORTH REVEAL ALL THINGS UNTO ME THAT I SHALL DESIRE TO KNOW, AND TEACH ME HOW I MAY INCREASE IN WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE AND SHOW UNTO ME ALL THE SECRETS OF THE MAGIC ART, AND OF ALL LIBERAL SCIENCES, THAT I MAY THEREBY SET FORTH THE GLORY OF ALMIGHTY GOD?' [AND THE SPIRIT SHALL ANSWER:] 'YES.' "'THEN I PRAY THEE GIVE AND CONFIRM THY CHARACTER UNTO ME WHEREBY I MAY CALL THEE AT ALL TIMES, AND ALSO SWEAR UNTO ME THIS OATH AND I WILL RELIGIOUSLY KEEP MY VOW AND COVENANT UNTO ALMIGHTY GOD AND WILL COURTEOUSLY RECEIVE THEE AT ALL TIMES WHERE THOU DOST APPEAR UNTO ME.' "LICENSE TO DEPART. "'FORASMUCH AS THOU COME IN PEACE AND QUIETNESS AND HATH ANSWERED---- 
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THE PENTAGRAM.
THE PENTAGRAM. THE PENTAGRAM IS THE FIGURE OF THE MICROCOSM--THE MAGICAL FORMULA OF MAN. IT IS THE ONE RISING OUT OF THE FOUR--THE HUMAN SOUL RISING FROM THE BONDAGE OF THE ANIMAL NATURE. IT IS THE TRUE LIGHT--THE "STAR OF THE MORNING." IT MARKS THE LOCATION OF FIVE MYSTERIOUS CENTERS OF FORCE, THE AWAKENING OF WHICH IS THE SUPREME SECRET OF WHITE MAGIC.
********ADDED TEXT********
THE 15 LEVELS [UPTIME DOWN TIME IS 30 LEVELS & GO 1 MILE GO TWAIN [4] IS 120 LEVELS---ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 7:1-60 & ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 7:1-60] OF THE LORD’S HEDGE WITH INTIALLY 120 POSITIONS [960 POSITIONS] TIMES 8 BY THE COMPLETION, WHICH IS 960 POSITIONS TIMES RELENTING OF 100,000 IN 10% & 100%, TIMES REPENTING OF 100 IN 10% & 100%, WHICH IS 12,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 SEXTILLION [96,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 SEXTILLION]
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IN THE CAR SUPPLIES FOR THE STREET IN THE CHRISTIAN NUMBER 0 IN LUKE 22 
13-POINT STAR PENTAGRAM ALWAYS COMES UP TO THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S STRAIGHT WAYS: REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION, COMING FULL CIRCLE IN YOUR PERMISSIBLE MAGIC STUDIES AND PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL PRACTICES. THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR [WIND], FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE SIXTH, HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME WITH THE NUMBER 0 OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT. PERMISSIBLE MESSIANIC EVIL/ GOOD SPIRIT WITH THE CHIEF PRIEST SCEVA & THE 7 SONS WITH STEPHEN/YAHWEH WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT IN ACTS 19:11-15, 17-20. THE 13-POINTED STARS ARE FOUND CROSS CULTURALLY AND CAN REFER TO THE JESUS CHRIST WITH HIS 12 DISCIPLES OF STEPHEN CHRIST. KABBALA TEACHES THAT THE 13 POINTS INDICATE THE EXTENT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY (NORTH, NORTHEAST, SOUTH, SOUTHEAST, EAST, WEST, SOUTHWEST, NORTHWEST, UP AND DOWN WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT). THE 13-POINTED STAR ALSO HAS ROOTS IN PAGANISM. IT CAN ALSO REPRESENT THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT LISTED IN THE BOOK OF GALATIANS IN THE HOLY BIBLE: SEXLESS LOVE, JOY, STRENGTH, PEACE, PATIENCE, PERSEVERANCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITH, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS, SELF-CONTROL AND TEMPERANCE. CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM WITH THE NUMBER 0 & AN ENTRANCE & EXIT? CHRISTIAN KABBALISTS OF THE RENAISSANCE WERE ESPECIALLY ENAMORED OF THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH THEY VIEWED AS A MYSTICAL PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST – TO THEM, IT SYMBOLIZED CHRIST AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. A FAVORITE GEMATRIC FEAT WAS TO ADD THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (SYMBOLIZING FIRE AND THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST) TO THE BIBLICAL FOUR-LETTER NAME OF GOD (YHVH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, MOST COMMONLY [AND INCORRECTLY] PRONOUNCED ‘JEHOVAH’) YIELDING YHSHVH- Y’HESHUA, OR JESUS. THERE IS A SECRET BIBLICAL CONNECTION, AS WELL, IN THE NAME OF THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY OF PENTECOST- THE DAY THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON THE APOSTLES OF JESUS IS ONE OF MANY GEOMETRICAL ‘PROOFS’ IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISGUISED AS STORIES. THE US PRESIDENCY’S TOP-RANK IS THE 6-GOLD STAR GENERAL & ALSO EQUIVALENT AS THE 8-SILVER STAR GENERAL AS THE US PRESIDENT. THIS MEANS THAT THE US PRESIDENT HAS TWO 13-POINTED STAR PENTAGRAMS, BY THE TOP-RANK ON HIS SHOULDERS & ON HIS CAP, WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT FOR HIS SILVER RANK & ALSO HAS TWO 10-POINTED STAR PENTAGRAMS, BY HIS TOP-RANK OM HIS SHOULDERS & ON HIS CAP, WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT FOR HIS GOLD RANK. THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF WILL ETERNALLY USE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] BLACK MAGIC OR PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE MAGIC TO ETERNALLY ARREST YOU AND ETERNALLY STRIKE YOU WITH ETERNAL TRUTH BECAUSE YOU KNOW THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN THE LORD’S ETERNAL STRAIGHT WAYS IN PAYING YOUR 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE TO THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & ETERNALLY GIVEN, ETERNALLY PROTECTED, OR ETERNALLY SAVED AND ETERNALLY BLESSED, FULL ETERNAL HEALTH & ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED BECAUSE YOU TELL THE ETERNAL TRUTH ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11. WHAT IS YHWH IN THE TETRAGRAMMATON? THE ANCIENT HEBREW LANGUAGE THAT THE OLD TESTAMENT WAS WRITTEN IN DID NOT HAVE VOWELS IN ITS ALPHABET. IN WRITTEN FORM, ANCIENT HEBREW WAS A CONSONANT-ONLY LANGUAGE. IN THE ORIGINAL HEBREW, THE LORD’S NAME TRANSLITERATES TO YHWH, SOMETIMES WRITTEN IN THE OLDER STYLE AS YHVH. THIS IS KNOWN AS THE TETRAGRAMMATON, MEANING “FOUR LETTERS”. BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF VOWELS, HOLY HOLY BIBLE SCHOLARS DEBATE HOW THE TETRAGRAMMATON YHWH WAS PRONOUNCED. THE TETRAGRAMMATON CONSISTS OF FOUR HEBREW LETTERS: YODH, HE, WAW, AND THEN HE REPEATED. SOME VERSIONS OF THE HOLY HOLY BIBLE TRANSLATE THE TETRAGRAMMATON AS “YAHWEH” OR “JEHOVAH”, MOST TRANSLATE IT AS “LORD”, ALL CAPITAL LETTERS, WHICH CAN MEAN STEPHEN. CONTRARY TO WHAT SOME TRUE SEXLESS CHRISTIANS BELIEVE, AND AT LEAST ONE CULT, JEHOVAH IS NOT THE DIVINE NAME REVEALED TO ISRAEL. THE NAME JEHOVAH IS A PRODUCT OF MIXING DIFFERENT WORDS & DIFFERENT ALPHABETS OF DIFFERENT LANGUAGES. DUE TO A FEAR OF ACCIDENTALLY TAKING THE LORD’S NAME IN VAIN IN LEVITICUS 24:16, THE JEWS BASICALLY QUIT SAYING IT OUT LOUD ALTOGETHER. INSTEAD, WHEN READING HOLY SCRIPTURE ALOUD, THE JEWS SUBSTITUTED THE TETRAGRAMMATON YHWH WITH THE WORD ADONAI (“LORD”). EVEN IN THE SEPTUAGINT, THE GREEK TRANSLATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, THE TRANSLATORS SUBSTITUTED KURIOS (“LORD”) FOR THE DIVINE NAME. EVENTUALLY, THE VOWELS FROM ADONAI (“LORD”) OR ELOHIM (“GOD”) FOUND THEIR WAY IN BETWEEN THE CONSONANTS OF YHWH, THUS FORMING YAHWEH. BUT THIS INTERPOLATION OF VOWELS DOES NOT MEAN THAT WAS HOW THE LORD’S NAME WAS ORIGINALLY PRONOUNCED. IN FACT, WE AREN’T ENTIRELY SURE IF YHWH SHOULD HAVE TWO SYLLABLES OR THREE. ANY NUMBER OF VOWEL SOUNDS CAN BE INSERTED WITHIN YHWH, AND TRUE BIBLICAL SCHOLARS ARE AS UNCERTAIN OF THE REAL PRONUNCIATION AS TRUE CHRISTIAN SCHOLARS ARE. JEHOVAH IS ACTUALLY A MUCH LATER, PROBABLY 16TH-CENTURY VARIANT. THE WORD JEHOVAH COMES FROM A THREE-SYLLABLE VERSION OF YHWH, YEHOWEH. THE Y WAS REPLACED WITH A J, ALTHOUGH HEBREW DOES NOT EVEN HAVE A J SOUND AND THE W WITH A V, PLUS THE EXTRA VOWEL IN THE MIDDLE, RESULTING IN JEHOVAH. THESE VOWELS ARE THE ABBREVIATED FORMS OF THE IMPERFECT TENSE, THE PARTICIPIAL FORM, & THE PERFECT TENSE OF THE HEBREW BEING VERB (ENGLISH IS)—THUS THE MEANING OF JEHOVAH COULD BE UNDERSTOOD AS “HE WHO WILL BE, IS, AND HAS BEEN.” HOWEVER, WE CAN ASK WHAT THE LORD HAS REVEALED ABOUT HIMSELF IN HIS TRUTH WORD & IN CREATION THAT “THE REVERENT REASON” CAN GRASP. WHEN MOSES WAS DIRECTED BY THE LORD TO GO TO THE EGYPTIAN PHARAOH & DEMAND THE RELEASE OF THE ISRAELITES, MOSES ASKED THE LORD, “BEHOLD, I AM GOING TO THE SONS OF ISRAEL, & I WILL SAY TO THEM, ‘THE GOD OF YOUR FATHERS HAS SENT ME TO YOU.’ NOW THEY MAY SAY TO ME, ‘WHAT IS HIS NAME?’ WHAT SHALL I SAY TO THEM?” IN EXODUS 3:13. THE ANSWER THE LORD GAVE MOSES IS SIMPLE, YET VERY REVEALING: “GOD SAID TO MOSES, ‘I AM WHO I AM’, AND HE SAID, ‘THUS YOU SHALL SAY TO THE SONS OF ISRAEL, “I AM HAS SENT ME TO YOU’” IN EXODUS 3:14. THE HEBREW TEXT IN VERSE 14 LITERALLY SAYS, “I BE THAT I BE”, WHICH EQUALS TO THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD IN “A-B.” A-B MEANS THE LORD [STEPHEN] IS USED AS OUR FATHER IN ISAIAH 63:16; 64:8. SO, WHAT IS THE LORD’S NAME, & WHAT DOES IT MEAN? THE MOST LIKELY CHOICE FOR HOW THE TETRAGRAMMATON WAS PRONOUNCED IS “YAH-WAY,” “YAH-WEH,” OR SOMETHING SIMILAR. THE NAME YAHWEH STEPHEN REFERS TO THE LORD’S SELF-EXISTENCE. YAHWEH STEPHEN IS LINKED TO HOW THE LORD DESCRIBED HIMSELF IN EXODUS 3:14, “GOD SAID TO MOSES, ‘I AM WHO I AM. THIS IS WHAT YOU ARE TO SAY TO THE ISRAELITES: ‘I AM HAS SENT ME TO YOU.’” THE LORD’S NAME IS A REFLECTION OF HIS BEING. THE LORD IS THE ONLY SELF-EXISTENT OR SELF-SUFFICIENT BEING. ONLY THE LORD HAS LIFE IN AND OF HIMSELF. THAT IS THE ESSENTIAL MEANING OF THE TETRAGRAMMATON, YHWH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. 
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ALSO IN THE INFALLIBLE INERRANT HOLY SCRIPTURES DECLARES I AM PETER [I AM JEHOVAH, I AM CHURCH, I AM PETER, I AM JOHN, I AM  JESUS, I AM  JAMES, I AM STEPHEN [APOSTLE], I AM  STEPHEN [NON-APOSTLE] & I AM  YAHWEH], AND UPON THIS ROCK, I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH [CHRIST] AND THE GATES OF HELL [GATES OF THIS WORLDS, GATES OF THE EARTHS, GATES OF THE HEAVENS, GATES OF LORDSHIPS OF THE LAW, GATES OF THE SAINTLY CHRISTIAN LORDSHIPS & GATES OF CREATOR AGENTS LORDSHIPS WITH A ENTRANCE AND A EXIT], SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT IN MATTHEW 16:18. THIS MEANS THAT THE FIRST 4 NUMBERS [NUMBER 1 TO NUMBER 10] ARE INVINCIBLE, IMPREGNABLE, INVULNERABLE & IMMUNE FROM ANY ATTACKS OF AN OPPOSING FORCE THAT SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST THE LORD’S FAITHFUL ETERNAL CREATURES. 
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IN EPHESIANS 5:20 IT DECLARES THAT THE NAME OF JESUS IS THE GOD & FATHER OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. IN ACTS 7:59 PROVES THAT GOD & THE FATHER IS THE LORD STEPHEN HIMSELF. THE TRUE IDENTITY OF GOD & THE FATHER IS THE LORD STEPHEN’S NAME IS IN ACTS 6:5, 8-9, 7:59; 8:2; 11:19; 22:20. NOBODY HAS TRUTHFULLY PROCLAIMED THIS NAME BECAUSE IN TRUTH IT PUTS ALL ETERNAL CREATURES IN VERY DANGEROUS SITUATIONS & THEY ALWAYS CHOSE TO SAVE THEIR OWN NECKS INSTEAD OF PROCLAIMING OR TEACHING THE ABSOLUTE TRUTH IS IN ACTS 4:18; 5:40; 9:29; 15:26; 19:13; 21:13; 26:9. WHAT PUTS THE LORD STEVE AS HIS ULTIMATE DEFENSE AS THE TREE OF LIFE & THE BURNING BUSH IN VERY DANGEROUS CONDITIONS IS THE “NAME OF STEPHEN [SOLOMON OR ENOCH]” OR  THE “NAME OF THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD”, OR THE “NAME OF STEPHEN CHRIST”, OR SIMILAR TO OR THE 4 FEMALE NAMES AS THE “NAME OF ATARAH AS A CROWN NAME”, THE “NAME OF STEPHANIE AS A SISTER NAME”, THE “NAME OF VICTORIA AS A DAUGHTER NAME”, THE “NAME OF BARBARA AS A MOTHER NAME”, ALL MEANS “YAHWEH OR STEPHEN [FEMALE SENSE IS VICTORIA] IN JOHN 8:58” IN THE “ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST---FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD”, WHICH IS THE LORD YAHWEH HIMSELF [THE FEMALE SENSE IS THE LADY VICTORIA HERSELF] IN ACTS 7:60. THIS ALL CAN REFER TO THE “NAME OF THE LORD” CONCERNING THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD OR THE LORD YAHWEH HIMSELF IN ACTS 2:21; 10:48; 22:16. THERE ARE ABOUT 8 OTHER LORD YAHWEH’S [LADY VICTORIA’S] AS SUPREME LORD’S [LADIES] IN CREATION IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, BUT NOT THE LORD YAHWEH [LADY VICTORIA] THE SUPREME CREATOR OF THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD IN HOSEA 1:7; THE LORD YAHWEH IN JEWISH LAW FROM GENESIS TO DEUTERONOMY; PROVERBS 8:22-25 (RSV); ACTS 7:30-32; MALACHI 3:1-2; ISAIAH 48:16; HEBREWS 1:8 & ISAIAH 47:4-5.
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ALSO THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD IS IN FULL CONTROL OF EVERY SITUATION BY THE HIS “NAME OF PETER [JACOB OR ISRAEL]” “NAME OF JOHN [SAUL OR ELIJAH]” “NAME OF JESUS [DAVID OR MOSES]”, “NAME OF JAMES [REHOBOAM OR MICHAEL]” OR THE FEMALE NAMES AS THE “NAME OF VICTORIA [RACHEL OR VICTORIA]”, “NAME OF ELIZABETH [LIZ] [LIZ] [LIZ] [LIZ] [AHONOAM OR VICTORIA]”, “NAME OF MARY [BATHSHEBA OR ZIPPORAH]”, “NAME OF MARY [ABIHAIL OR MICHAL]” WHICH IS ETERNALLY ESTABLISHED FROM THE NUMBER 1 TO INFINITE NUMBERS & ALL MEANS “STEPHEN [FEMALE SENSE IS STEPHANIE]” IN THE “ACTS OF THE APOSTLES” IS IN PHILIPPIANS 2:10-11. THERE ARE ETERNAL CREATURES THAT ONLY TRUST IN THE SAYING “THE AUTHORITY OF GOD COMPELS YOU”, WHICH DERIVES FROM “IT IS DONE”, BUT THIS IS LIMITED BY THE HOLY SCRIPTURE IN ZECHARIAH 4:1-7 & THE “NAME OF JESUS CHRIST”, WHICH IS “GOD THE FATHER STEPHEN OUR LORD OF JESUS CHRIST” WAS TRIED TO BE LIMITED BUT FAILED & DID NOT PREVAIL IN ACTS 4:5-31. THE HOLY SCRIPTURES OF THE “NAME OF JESUS” OR SIMILAR TO IS IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 1:2, 10; 5:4; 6:11; EPHESIANS 5:20; PHILIPPIANS 2:10; COLOSSIANS 3:17; 2ND THESSALONIANS 1:12; 3:6; 1ST JOHN 3:23 & ACTS 2:38; 3:6; 4:10, 18, 30; 5:40; 8:12, 16; 9:27, 29; 15:26; 16:18; 19:5, 13, 17; 21:13; 26:9. 
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IS JEHOVAH THE TRUE NAME OF THE LORD? IN THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES, THE NAME OF GOD IS RECORDED AS YHWH. SO, WHERE DID THE NAME “JEHOVAH” COME FROM? ANCIENT HEBREW DID NOT USE VOWELS IN ITS WRITTEN FORM. THE VOWELS WERE PRONOUNCED IN SPOKEN HEBREW BUT WERE NOT RECORDED IN WRITTEN HEBREW. THE APPROPRIATE VOWEL SOUNDS OF WORDS WERE PASSED DOWN ORALLY. AS A RESULT, WHEN ANCIENT HEBREW IS STUDIED, PROMINENT SCHOLARS & SERIOUS LINGUISTS OFTEN DO NOT KNOW WITH ABSOLUTE CONFIDENCE HOW CERTAIN HEBREW WORDS WERE PRONOUNCED. THIS PARTICULARLY BECOMES AN ISSUE WHEN STUDYING THE HEBREW NAME OF GOD, WRITTEN IN THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES AS YHWH, ALSO KNOWN AS THE TETRAGRAMMATON. DESPITE MUCH STUDY & DEBATE, IT IS STILL NOT UNIVERSALLY AGREED UPON HOW THE HEBREW NAME FOR GOD, YHWH WAS PRONOUNCED. SOME PREFER “YAHWEH” (YAH-WAY); OTHERS PREFER “YEHOWAH,” “YAHUWEH,” OR “YAHAWAH”, STILL OTHERS ARGUE FOR “JEHOVAH.” BUT WHAT EVERYBODY IS MISSING, BECAUSE IT CAN ONLY BE FOUND IN CHRISTIANITY & NOWHERE IN GENTILISM OR JUDAISM IS THAT STEPHEN IS DERIVED FROM LORD MEANING OUR FATHER FROM THE ROOT LETTERS A & B IN ISAIAH 63:16; 64:8. THE NAME YAHWEH STEPHEN OR THE NAME STEPHEN YAHWEH REFERS TO THE SAME LORD’S PERSONAL, SELF PRE-EXISTENCE IN THE COMPLETE REVELATION OF THE LORD HIMSELF. JUST YAHWEH ALONE OR JUST STEPHEN ALONE IS A PARTIAL REVELATION OF THE LORD HIMSELF. YAHWEH STEPHEN IN THE ULTIMATE BEGINNING IN PROVERBS 8:22 & STEPHEN YAHWEH IN THE ULTIMATE ENDING IN ACTS 29:2 WITH AN ACTS 30 IS LINKED TO HOW THE LORD DESCRIBED HIMSELF IN EXODUS 3:14, “GOD SAID TO MOSES, ‘I AM WHO I AM [I BE WHO I BE]. THIS IS WHAT YOU ARE TO SAY TO THE ISRAELITES: “I AM HAS SENT ME TO YOU.’” THE FEMALE NAME FOR THE LORD IS LADY VICTORIA STEPHANIE OR LADY STEPHANIE VICTORIA IN PROVERBS 8:22-29 & ACTS 1:7. AS YOU CAN SEE, VIRTUALLY EVERYTHING IS UP FOR DEBATE. SHOULD YHWH BE PRONOUNCED WITH THREE SYLLABLES OR TWO? SHOULD THE VOWELS BE BORROWED FROM ELOHIM OR ADONAI? SHOULD THE W BE PRONOUNCED WITH MORE OF A W SOUND OR MORE OF A V SOUND? THE VAST MAJORITY OF JEWISH & CHRISTIAN BIBLICAL SCHOLARS & LINGUISTS DO NOT BELIEVE “JEHOVAH” TO BE THE PROPER PRONUNCIATION OF YHWH. THERE WAS NO TRUE J SOUND IN ANCIENT HEBREW. EVEN THE HEBREW LETTER VAV, WHICH IS TRANSLITERATED AS THE W IN YHWH IS SAID TO HAVE ORIGINALLY HAD A PRONUNCIATION CLOSER TO W THAN THE V OF JEHOVAH. JEHOVAH IS ESSENTIALLY A GERMANIC PRONUNCIATION OF THE LATINIZED TRANSLITERATION OF THE HEBREW YHWH. IT IS THE LETTERS OF THE TETRAGRAMMATON, LATINIZED INTO JHVH, WITH VOWELS INSERTED. “YAHWEH” OR “YEHOWAH” IS FAR MORE LIKELY TO BE THE CORRECT PRONUNCIATION. THE FORM JEHOVAH, THOUGH, IS VERY COMMONLY USED. IT IS USED IN THE KING JAMES VERSION OF THE HOLY HOLY BIBLE IS IN GENESIS 22:14; EXODUS 6:3; 17:15; JUDGES 6:24; PSALMS 83:16 & ISAIAH 12:2; 26:4. IT IS ALSO USED, & STRENUOUSLY PROMOTED BY, THE JEHOVAH WITNESSES. THE JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES EMPHASIZE THE USE OF JEHOVAH TO THE EXTENT THAT ANY OTHER NAME OR TITLE FOR GOD IS VIEWED AS BORDERLINE IDOLATRY OR OUTRIGHT HERESY. BUT ON THE CONTRARY, JEHOVAH WITNESSES & EVERY OTHER FALSE SEXUAL RELIGION DENY THE TRINITY, AMONG OTHER THINGS, SUCH AS A SEX DOCTRINE ON THE MARRIAGE DOCUMENT IN EXODUS 21:10, WHICH PROVES THEY HAVE A FALSE SEXUAL RELIGION KNOWN AS THE GREAT WITCH IN REVELATION 17:1-18:24. WITH ALL OF THAT SAID, IT IS CRUCIAL TO THE CHRISTIAN FAITH FOR THE PROPER PRONUNCIATION OF YHWH TO BE KNOWN. BOTH THE OLD & NEW TESTAMENTS, INSPIRED BY GOD, USE GENERIC TERMS FOR “GOD” AND “LORD,” INCLUDING EL, ELOHIM, & ADONAI (HEBREW), & THEOS AND KURIOS (GREEK). IF THE AUTHORS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE, UNDER THE INSPIRATION OF THE HOLY GHOST, WERE ALLOWED TO USE THESE TERMS, IT IS NOT WRONG FOR US TO REFER TO HIM AS “GOD” OR “LORD,” EITHER. IN CONCLUSION, IT IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT “JEHOVAH” IS THE CORRECT PRONUNCIATION OF YHWH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. IT IS FAR MORE IMPORTANT TO KNOW GOD THROUGH FAITH IN THE LORD IN THE GREEK GENTILISM & GREEK CHRISTIANITY, THAN TO KNOW THE CORRECT PRONUNCIATION OF HIS NAME IN HEBREW JUDAISM. 
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FIRST OFF, THE LORD LUCIFER’S/LADY VICTORIA’S SATANIC/BABYLONIAN EVIL & SATANIC/BABYLONIAN GOOD PENTAGRAM CAN ONLY OPERATE IN THE FALSE FORBIDDEN [ILLEGAL, UNLAWFUL & UNAUTHORIZED] BLACK/WHITE MAGIC IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE ONLY IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 0TH LEVEL OF ALL OF THE TOP LORD LUCIFER’S/TOP LADY VICTORIA’S UNHOLY SYMBOLS, UNHOLY MOTTO’S, UNHOLY LOGO’S, UNHOLY EMBLEM’S, UNHOLY RANKS, UNHOLY DEVICES, UNHOLY RIBBONS, UNHOLY DRAPES, UNHOLY TITLES [NAMES], UNHOLY PATCHES, UNHOLY CRESTS, UNHOLY SIGNS, UNHOLY HIEROGLYPHICS, UNHOLY INSIGNIA’S, ETC. IN THE 1ST FORMER SEXUAL UNIVERSE IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15! BUT THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S MESSIANIC EVIL & MESSIANIC GOOD CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM CAN OPERATE IN THE TRUE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE/BLACK MAGIC IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE NUMBER 0 IN THE 0TH LEVEL TO THE INFINITE NUMBER IN THE INFINITE LEVEL OF ALL OF THE TOP LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S HOLY SYMBOLS, HOLY MOTTO’S, HOLY LOGO’S, HOLY EMBLEM’S, HOLY RANKS, HOLY DEVICES, HOLY RIBBONS, HOLY DRAPES, HOLY TITLES [NAMES], HOLY PATCHES, HOLY CRESTS, HOLY SIGNS, HOLY HIEROGLYPHICS, HOLY INSIGNIA’S, ETC. IN THE NEW SEXLESS UNIVERSE IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 11:12! THIS MEANS THE MOTTO “THE WARRIOR, SECOND TO NONE” IN THE US ARMY’S 2ND INFANTRY DIVISION IS THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE THAT ETERNALLY ARRESTS & ETERNALLY STRIKES WITH ETERNAL BLINDNESS BECAUSE OF TWISTING & PERVERTING THE LORD’S TRUTH BY STEALING MONEY FROM THE LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & THAT ETERNALLY KILLS & ETERNALLY DAMNS BECAUSE OF LYING ABOUT THE LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11 THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE 0TH LEVEL ONLY FROM THE 10 TOP REALMS OF THE CROSS FROM HEBREW, JEWISH, INDIAN, LATIN, GENTILE, SPANISH, GREEK, ROMAN, SICILIAN & ENDS WITH ITALIAN IN LUKE 22:1-ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 29:26; ACTS 29:1-2 WITH ACTS 30 [ACTS 1 OF ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST]. ALSO, THE MOTTO “THE WARRIOR, SECOND TO NONE” IN THE US ARMY’S 2ND INFANTRY DIVISION IS THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE 0TH LEVEL THAT PROTECTS & JUSTIFIES THE MOTTO “THE VICTOR [JEHOVAH, KING, GOD, FATHER, LORD, STEPHEN & YAHWEH], FIRST TO FIGHT” IN THE US ARMY’S 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION IN THE TOP ENGLISH REALM IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 7:7, 30-38, 46-56; 17:22-30; 29:25 [USA’S ENGLISH BORDERS ETERNALLY SECURE]; 29:1-2 WITH ACTS 30 [TOP-SECRET USA’S ENGLISH REALM] IS UP TO THE 48TH LEVEL TO 490TH LEVEL [48 TIMES 10 & STRENGTH IN WEAKNESS IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:1-13:10 FROM THE BEGINNING DOORWAY OF THE CROSS IN LUKE 22:1 TO THE ENDING DOORWAY OF THE STONING IN ACTS 7:60] TO 526TH LEVEL [STRENGTH ABOVE WEAKNESS WITH A STRONG FRUITFUL CALL] TO 1052ND LEVEL [UPTIME, DOWN TIME] TO 105,200,000,000,000 QUADRILLION LEVEL [RELENTING ONCE OF 1% IS 100,000, 10% IS 1,000,000 MILLION & 100% IS 10,000,000 MILLION, WHICH IS TOTAL 1,000,000,000 BILLION] TO THE TOP 105,020,000,000,000,000 QUINTILLION LEVEL [COMPLETION OF 100 IN THE KINGDOM---10, IN REPENTING ONCE IN BETTER THAN 100 JUST CREATURES] OF THE LORD ENOCH THAT IS ETERNALLY ARRESTED & ETERNALLY STRUCK WITH ETERNAL TRUTH BECAUSE THEY ABSOLUTELY PAID THEIR 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN THE STRAIGHT WAYS TO THE LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & BY BEING ETERNALLY PROTECTED & ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED BECAUSE THEY TOLD THE ABSOLUTE TRUTH ABOUT THE LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11. ALSO, THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S US ARMY CID LAW, WHICH STAND FOR “CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS DEMANDO COMMAND” HAS A 5-POINT STAR PENTAGRAM WITHIN AN 8-POINT STAR OCTAGRAM, WHICH IS EQUAL TO THE 13-POINT STAR PENTAGRAM. THE CID’S MOTTO IS “IN INTEGRITY---DO WHAT HAS TO BE DONE.”  IN NUMBERS 23:19 DECLARES THAT THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S OWN ETERNAL CREATURE IS THE TOP MAN IN ACTS 6:5; 7:56, WHICH IS ALWAYS IMMUTABLE IN RELENTLESS TRUTH & UN-REPENTING TRUTH ETERNALLY FOREVER ENDLESSLY THAT MEANS THE LORD DOES NOT HAVE A NEW MAN SELF, NOR AN OLD MAN SELF, BUT IS UNCHANGING IN HIS ETERNAL STATUS. THE PENTAGRAM HAS BEEN USED AS A RELIGIOUS SYMBOL THROUGHOUT THE WORLD FROM THE BEGINNING OF RECORDED HISTORY. THE MOST BASIC PENTAGRAM IS SIMPLY A FIVE-POINT STAR DRAWN WITH ONE CONTINUOUS LINE BROKEN INTO FIVE-LINE SEGMENTS AND WITH ONE POINT OF THE STAR FACING UP. TODAY, HOWEVER, WHEN WE SAY “PENTAGRAM,” WE USUALLY MEAN “A FIVE-POINT STAR WITH ONE OR TWO CIRCLES DRAWN AROUND IT.” SOMETIMES SUCH A SYMBOL INCLUDES OTHER SMALL MARKING DENOTING A PARTICULAR MAGIC SIGIL (A SYMBOL USED IN MAGIC SPELLS). AN INVERTED PENTAGRAM DISPLAYS THE STAR “UPSIDE DOWN,” I.E., WITH ONE POINT FACING DOWN AND TWO FACING UP. WHICHEVER FORM IS USED, THE PENTAGRAM HAS ALWAYS BEEN ASSIGNED A FIVE-PART SYMBOLISM. THE PENTAGRAM WAS USED IN ANCIENT CHINESE AND JAPANESE RELIGIONS TO SYMBOLIZE THE FIVE ELEMENTS OF LIFE. IN JAPANESE CULTURE THE SYMBOL WAS ALSO CONSIDERED MAGICAL. ANCIENT BABYLONIAN CULTURE WAS ALSO USING THE PENTAGRAM TO REPRESENT VARIOUS GODS AND RELIGIOUS BELIEFS OF THEIR OWN. IN CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM, THE BASIC PENTAGRAM (WITHOUT A CIRCLE) WAS ORIGINALLY USED TO REPRESENT THE FIVE WOUNDS OF JESUS CHRIST. IT WAS SOON SUPPLANTED BY THE SYMBOL OF THE CROSS, BUT THE PENTAGRAM WAS STILL RECOGNIZABLE AS A CHRISTIAN SYMBOL FOR A FEW HUNDRED YEARS AFTER JESUS’ RESURRECTION. SOME SAY THAT THE CONTINUOUS LINE WAS ALSO CONSIDERED SYMBOLIC OF THE ALPHA AND OMEGA. CHRISTIAN-INFLUENCED ACADEMIA IN EUROPE DURING THE ENLIGHTENMENT RE-DISCOVERED PYTHAGORAS’ INTEREST IN THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH CONTAINS THE GOLDEN RATIO. PYTHAGORAS’ STUDY WENT BEYOND MATHEMATICS, THOUGH, AS HE ASSIGNED THE FIVE ANCIENT ELEMENTS TO THE FIVE POINTS OF THE STAR: EARTH, WATER, AIR, AND FIRE ON THE FOUR LOWER POINTS; AND SPIRIT ON THE TOPMOST POINT. DEPENDING ON THE MYTHOLOGY, THIS ARRANGEMENT USUALLY INDICATED THE CORRECT ORDERING OF THE WORLD, WITH MATERIAL THINGS SUBJECT TO SPIRIT. THE FREE MASONS AND EASTERN STAR ORGANIZATION HAVE ALSO USED THIS PYTHAGOREAN PENTAGRAM, OFTEN ADDING THEIR OWN SYMBOLS AS WELL. IN WICCA AND VARIOUS FORMS OF “WHITE MAGIC,” THE ENCIRCLED, UPRIGHT PENTAGRAM IS CONSIDERED A SYMBOL THAT PROVIDES PROTECTION OF SOME KIND. PAGAN AND NEO-PAGAN GROUPS USE THE PENTAGRAM IN ALL MANNER OF RITUALS AND ORNAMENTATION BECAUSE IT SYMBOLIZES INFINITY, THE BINDING OF THE FIVE ELEMENTS, AND PROTECTION OF THE SELF. IN THE MID-1800S, A RESEARCHER OF MAGIC DECLARED IN A BOOK THAT THE INVERTED PENTAGRAM WAS A SYMBOL OF EVIL BECAUSE IT PRESENTED AN INVERSION OF THE NATURAL ORDER, PLACING MATTER OVER THE SPIRIT WORLD. SINCE THEN, THE INVERTED PENTAGRAM HAS HAD ASSOCIATIONS WITH OCCULT PRACTICES AND BLACK MAGIC. THE CHURCH OF SATAN USES THE INVERTED PENTAGRAM AS PART OF ITS COPYRIGHTED LOGO, ADDING A GOAT’S HEAD, FRAMED BY THE STAR. TODAY, THE PENTAGRAM SHOWS UP IN HORROR FILMS, THRILLERS, AND CRIME DRAMAS, REINFORCING THE SYMBOL’S ASSOCIATION WITH NEO-PAGANISM, BLACK MAGIC, AND OCCULTISM. OF COURSE, THERE’S NOTHING WRONG WITH A STAR, AND THE PENTAGRAM ITSELF CONTAINS NO INHERENT POWER. IT HAS BEEN USED IN MANY WAYS BY MANY DIFFERENT CULTURES, INCLUDING CHRISTIANITY. IT SHOULD NOT BE FEARED IN AND OF ITSELF, ALTHOUGH WE SHOULD BE AWARE OF WHAT OTHER PEOPLE ARE COMMUNICATING THROUGH IT. CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM? CHRISTIAN KABBALISTS OF THE RENAISSANCE WERE ESPECIALLY ENAMORED OF THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH THEY VIEWED AS A MYSTICAL PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST – TO THEM, IT SYMBOLIZED CHRIST AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. A FAVORITE GEMATRIC FEAT WAS TO ADD THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (SYMBOLIZING FIRE AND THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST) TO THE BIBLICAL FOUR-LETTER NAME OF GOD (YHVH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, MOST COMMONLY [AND INCORRECTLY] PRONOUNCED ‘JEHOVAH’) YIELDING YHSHVH- Y’HESHUA, OR JESUS. THERE IS A SECRET BIBLICAL CONNECTION, AS WELL, IN THE NAME OF THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY OF PENTECOST- THE DAY THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON THE APOSTLES OF JESUS IS ONE OF MANY GEOMETRICAL ‘PROOFS’ IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISGUISED AS STORIES. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 10 [WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION.
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IN THE CROSS IN THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE SATANIC/BABYLONIAN NUMBER 0 IN LUKE 23
5-POINT STAR GOAT PENTAGRAM NEVER COMES UP TO THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S STRAIGHT WAYS IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 11:13-15: REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION, COMING FULL CIRCLE IN YOUR FORBIDDEN MAGIC STUDIES AND FORBIDDEN MAGICAL PRACTICES WITH UPTIME DOWNTIME WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT. THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, FORBIDDEN EVIL/GOOD SPIRIT, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY. FORBIDDEN EVIL/ GOOD SPIRIT WITH THE CHIEF PRIEST SCEVA & 7 SONS IN ACTS 19:15-16. IN SATANISM, MAN IS THE ONLY AUTHORITY. “WE ARE OUR OWN GODS” SAID ANTON LAVEY. SO, IN THE SATANIC RELIGION THE POINT ON THE PENTAGRAM FACES DOWNWARDS, SYMBOLIZING THE FACT THAT A CREATURE FROM BELOW (FROM THIS EARTH, THE WORLD MATTER) REIGNS OVER NATURE. THE HEAD OF A GOAT IS TYPICALLY IMPOSED ON THE SATANIC PENTAGRAM TO REPRESENT MAN’S TRUE NATURE. “MAN IS JUST ANOTHER ANIMAL” SAID LAVEY. SOMETIMES THE GOAT IS REFERRED TO AS BAPHOMET AND THE SYMBOLISM OF ELIPHAS LEVI’S BAPHOMET IS CONSIDERED MEANINGFUL. TWO HORNS (POINTS) REPRESENTING THE DUALITY OF GOOD AND EVIL, TWO EARS (POINTS) REPRESENTING FORM AND FORCE, AND A SNOUT (DOWNWARD POINT) REPRESENTING THE FACT THAT GOD IS WITHIN THE SELF AND NOT IN HEAVEN. THE INVERTED PENTACLE DEPICTS THE DEVIL’S GOAT AND THE WITCHES FOOT. THE SATANIC PENTAGRAM HAS A, GOATS HEAD INSCRIBED WITHIN THE PENTAGRAM. IN SATANIC ABOMINATIONS & SEXUALITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 5 [WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION AND COMPLETION IN PROVERBS 6:16-19. THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF WILL ETERNALLY USE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] BLACK MAGIC OR PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE MAGIC TO ETERNALLY ARREST YOU AND ETERNALLY STRIKE YOU WITH ETERNAL BLINDNESS BECAUSE YOU DO NOT KNOW THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN ETERNALLY TWISTING & ETERNALLY PERVERTING THE WORTHY LORD’S ETERNAL STRAIGHT WAYS & HIS ETERNAL TRUTH IN ETERNALLY STEALING BY THE ONGOING ETERNAL PURPOSE, THE 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE, THAT ETERNALLY BELONGS TO THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & ETERNALLY STEALED, ETERNALLY KILLED, OR ETERNALLY DESTROYED & ETERNALLY CURSED, ETERNALLY DISEASED & ETERNALLY DAMNED BECAUSE YOU ETERNALLY FAIL TO ETERNALLY TELL THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY SWEARING, ETERNALLY LIES ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11. THE TOP TRUE LORD JESUS CHRIST WITH HIS TOP TRUE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF GIVES NO ETERNAL OPPORTUNITY FOR THE FEMALE DEVIL, THE LADY VICTORIA [BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] OR THE MALE DEVIL, THE LORD LUCIFER [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL] TO ETERNALLY FUCK WITH YOU IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 11:12!!!           
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IN THE CROSS IN THE OPPOSING SIDE OF THE ORIGINAL ONCE IN THE CHRISTIAN NUMBER 0 IN LUKE 23
INVERTED 5-POINT STAR PENTAGRAM ALWAYS COMES UP TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST’S STRAIGHT WAYS: THERE ARE SEVERAL MEANINGS TO THE INVERTED PENTAGRAM. REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION, COMING FULL CIRCLE IN YOUR PERMISSIBLE MAGIC STUDIES AND PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL PRACTICES WITH UPTIME DOWNTIME WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT. THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR [WIND], FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY SPIRIT, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY SPIRIT, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY. PERMISSIBLE MESSIANIC EVIL/ GOOD SPIRIT WITH THE CHIEF PRIEST JESUS IN ACTS 19:11-15, 17-20. IN THE ANCIENT DAYS THE PENTAGRAM WITH A SINGLE POINT UP WAS USED TO REPRESENT THE GOD, AND THE PENTAGRAM WITH A SINGLE POINT DOWN WAS USED TO REPRESENT THE GODDESS. THE GOD IN PAGANISM WAS USUALLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE SKY AND A PENTAGRAM WITH AN UPWARD POINT SYMBOLIZED HIM (THE SPIRIT, THE SINGLE POINT ON THE PENTAGRAM) GUIDING NATURE (THE FOUR ELEMENTS) FROM ABOVE. NOW, THE MOTHER GODDESS WAS CONCEIVED OF AS DWELLING WITHIN IN THE EARTH. SO, A PENTAGRAM WITH A DOWNWARD POINT SYMBOLIZED HER (THE SPIRIT, THE SINGLE POINT ON THE PENTAGRAM) GUIDING NATURE (THE FOUR ELEMENTS) FROM BELOW. OF COURSE, IN MOST MODERN PHILOSOPHIES THERE IS NO SPIRIT, SPIRIT IS REPLACED BY THE TERM “MIND” OR “CONSCIOUSNESS”.  AND A PENTAGRAM WOULD SYMBOLIZE SOME KIND OF “CONSCIOUSNESS” GUIDING NATURE. BUT WHO’S “CONSCIOUSNESS” GUIDES THIS WORLD? IS IT GOD, WHO DWELLS ABOVE US IN THE HEAVENS? OR IS IT A CREATURE OF THIS EARTH? IT IS ULTIMATELY THE SYMBOL OF THE STAR SIRIUS (FROM THE GREEK WORD “SCORCHING”) OR “DOG STAR.” IT IS KNOWN BY THE EGYPTIANS AS SET (OR SATAN). IDENTIFIED BY THE MASONIC LODGE AS THE “BLAZING STAR,” IT IS FOUND AT THE CENTER OF EVERY MASONIC LODGE AND IS THE OFFICIAL EMBLEM OF THE ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR. THE PENTAGRAM WITH TWO POINTS UP (INVERTED) IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE SECOND-DEGREE INITIATION AND IN THIS CONTEXT HAS NO RELATION TO SATANISM. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 5 [WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. KABBALA TEACHES THAT THE 5 POINTS INDICATE THE EXTENT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY (NORTH, SOUTH, EAST, WEST, UP AND DOWN MINUS THE NUMBER 0). THE 5-POINTED STAR ALSO HAS ROOTS IN PAGANISM. THE 5-POINTED STAR LIKE THIS SOMETIMES REPRESENTS THE 5 GREEK MUSES. IT CAN ALSO REPRESENT THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT LISTED IN THE BOOK OF GALATIANS IN THE HOLY BIBLE: SEXLESS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE AND KINDNESS. CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM? CHRISTIAN KABBALISTS OF THE RENAISSANCE WERE ESPECIALLY ENAMORED OF THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH THEY VIEWED AS A MYSTICAL PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST – TO THEM, IT SYMBOLIZED CHRIST AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. A FAVORITE GEMATRIC FEAT WAS TO ADD THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (SYMBOLIZING FIRE AND THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST) TO THE BIBLICAL FOUR-LETTER NAME OF GOD (YHVH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, MOST COMMONLY [AND INCORRECTLY] PRONOUNCED ‘JEHOVAH’) YIELDING YHSHVH- Y’HESHUA, OR JESUS. THERE IS A SECRET BIBLICAL CONNECTION, AS WELL, IN THE NAME OF THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY OF PENTECOST- THE DAY THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON THE APOSTLES OF JESUS IS ONE OF MANY GEOMETRICAL ‘PROOFS’ IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISGUISED AS STORIES. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 10 [WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF WILL ETERNALLY USE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] BLACK MAGIC OR PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE MAGIC TO ETERNALLY ARREST YOU AND ETERNALLY STRIKE YOU WITH ETERNAL TRUTH BECAUSE YOU KNOW THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN THE LORD’S ETERNAL STRAIGHT WAYS IN PAYING YOUR 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE TO THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & ETERNALLY GIVEN, ETERNALLY PROTECTED, OR ETERNALLY SAVED AND ETERNALLY BLESSED, FULL ETERNAL HEALTH & ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED BECAUSE YOU TELL THE ETERNAL TRUTH ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11. 
THE HOLY BIBLICAL LAWS GOVERNING ALL ANIMAL SACRIFICES, ALL OTHER SACRIFICES & ALL OF CHRIST’S SACRIFICE
SACRIFICES: REGULATING SACRIFICES: BRING AN OFFERING FROM THE HERD OR THE FLOCK IN LEVITICUS 1:2, THESE YOU SHALL OFFER AT YOUR APPOINTED TIMES IN NUMBERS 29:39, THE TYPES OF SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS LISTED IN LEVITICUS 7:37, FROM EIGHT DAYS OLD AN ANIMAL MAY BE SACRIFICED IN LEVITICUS 22:27, SACRIFICES MUST BE OFFERED AT THE TENT OF MEETING IN LEVITICUS 17:3-9, AT THE PLACE THE LORD CHOOSES IN DEUTERONOMY 12:6, 11, 13-14, ON THE LORD’S ALTAR IN DEUTERONOMY 12:27 & DEUTERONOMY 27:6, BRING THE SACRIFICE, BOUND, TO THE HORNS OF THE ALTAR IN PSALMS 118:27, BLOW THE TRUMPETS OVER YOUR SACRIFICES IN NUMBERS 10:10, SET APART TO THE LORD EVERY FIRSTBORN MALE ANIMAL IN EXODUS 13:2, I SACRIFICE EVERY FIRSTBORN MALE ANIMAL TO THE LORD IN EXODUS 13:15, OFFER ON AN ALTAR OF EARTH YOUR BURNT OFFERING, PEACE OFFERING AND CATTLE IN EXODUS 20:24, EVERY GRAIN OFFERING, SIN OFFERING AND GUILT OFFERING WAS FOR THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] IN NUMBERS 18:9, THE SIN OFFERING SHOULD HAVE BEEN EATEN IN LEVITICUS 10:16-19, AARON’S DESCENDANTS MADE OFFERING ON THE ALTARS IN 1ST CHRONICLES 6:49, MONEY FROM BURNT OFFERINGS AND SIN OFFERINGS WAS FOR THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] IN 2ND KINGS 12:16, THE OFFERINGS ARE THE INHERITANCE OF THE TRIBE OF LEVI IN JOSHUA 13:14, THEY DESPISED THE LORD’S OFFERING IN 1ST SAMUEL 2:17, A DEFORMED ANIMAL IS ACCEPTABLE AS A FREEWILL OFFERING IN LEVITICUS 22:23, THAT THEY MAY PRESENT RIGHT OFFERINGS TO THE LORD IN MALACHI 3:3, BE RECONCILED TO YOUR BROTHER AND THEN PRESENT YOUR OFFERING IN MATTHEW 5:24, THE ALTAR WAS FOR WITNESS, NOT FOR BURNT OFFERINGS IN JOSHUA 22:23, 26-29. 
ABOUT SACRIFICES: WE MUST HAVE ANIMALS TO SACRIFICE IN EXODUS 10:25, WHEN YOU MAKE A SACRIFICE OF THANKSGIVING IN LEVITICUS 22:29, I WILL OFFER SACRIFICES WITH SHOUTS OF JOY IN PSALMS 27:6, I WILL SACRIFICE TO YOU WITH THE VOICE OF THANKSGIVING IN JONAH 2:9, THOSE WHO HAVE MADE A COVENANT WITH ME BY SACRIFICE IN PSALMS 50:5, MAY HE REMEMBER ALL YOUR OFFERINGS AND FIND THEM ACCEPTABLE IN PSALMS 20:3, LIKE THE FLOCK FOR SACRIFICES IN JERUSALEM AT THE APPOINTED FEASTS IN EZEKIEL 36:38, PRESENT THE OFFERING MOSES COMMANDED IN MATTHEW 8:4 & LUKE 5:14, THESE ARE KITCHENS FOR BOILING THE PEOPLE’S SACRIFICES IN EZEKIEL 46:24, BRING YOUR SACRIFICES EVERY MORNING, YOUR TITHES EVERY THREE DAYS IN AMOS 4:4, DID YOU BRING ME SACRIFICES FOR 40 YEARS IN THE WILDERNESS IN AMOS 5:25 & ACTS 7:42, ON THE FIRST DAY, WHEN THEY SACRIFICE THE PASSOVER LAMB IN MARK 14:12 & LUKE 22:7, THE DAYS OF PURIFICATION WHEN A SACRIFICE WOULD BE OFFERED FOR EACH MAN IN ACTS 21:26, IN THE FOURTH YEAR THE TREE’S FRUIT SHALL BE HOLY, PRAISE TO THE LORD IN LEVITICUS 19:24, WHEN THE PRINCE MAKES A FREEWILL OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 46:12, YOUR FREEWILL OFFERINGS IN LEVITICUS 23:38, THEIR BURNT OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES WILL BE ACCEPTED IN ISAIAH 56:7, IF THE LORD HAS STIRRED YOU UP AGAINST ME, LET HIM ACCEPT AN OFFERING IN 1ST SAMUEL 26:19, THE GIFTS YOU SENT ARE A FRAGRANT AROMA, AN ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICE IN PHILIPPIANS 4:18, ON THE DAY OF THE LORD’S SACRIFICE IN ZEPHANIAH 1:8, THE LORD HAS PREPARED A SACRIFICE AND CONSECRATED HIS GUESTS IN ZEPHANIAH 1:7. 
ABOUT OFFERING SACRIFICES: EVERY SEXUAL HIGH PRIEST, EXCEPT FOR THE 7 SEXLESS HIGH PRIESTS BY THE GENERAL ETERNAL ORDERS OF MELCHIZEDEK OFFERS GIFTS AND SACRIFICES FOR SEXUAL SINS, INCLUDING THEIR OWN SEXUAL RELATIONS, THAT IS FOR THE SEXUAL HIGH PRIESTS IN HEBREWS 5:1, HE OFFERS SACRIFICES FOR HIS OWN SINS [THIS IS BECAUSE THE ANOINTED PRIEST (SERGEANT, LIEUTENANT OR CHIEF OF POLICE) WHO DOES SEX [ROMANS 1:21-27; 3:4-23] OR SIMPLY HAS A SEX APPROVAL WITH ANYONE [ROMANS 1:32] AND BRINGS GUILT ON THE PEOPLE (THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIESTHOOD OR ANY SEX AFFILIATED LAW PRIESTHOOD TODAY) IN LEVITICUS 4:3] AS WELL AS FOR THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE IN HEBREWS 5:3, EVERY HIGH PRIEST IS APPOINTED TO OFFER GIFTS AND SACRIFICES IN HEBREWS 8:3, THE SAME SACRIFICES OFFERED CONTINUALLY IN HEBREWS 10:1, ARE NOT THOSE WHO EAT THE SACRIFICES SHARERS IN THE ALTAR IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 10:18, IF ONE SWEARS BY THE GIFT ON THE ALTAR HE IS OBLIGATED IN MATTHEW 23:18, WHICH IS GREATER, THE GIFT OR THE ALTAR WHICH SANCTIFIES THE GIFT IN MATTHEW 23:19, WHAT YOU WOULD HAVE GAINED FROM ME IS CORBAN, AN OFFERING IN MARK 7:11. 
THOSE OFFERING SACRIFICES: CAIN BROUGHT AN OFFERING OF THE FRUIT OF THE GROUND IN GENESIS 4:3, ABEL BROUGHT SOME OF THE FIRSTBORN OF HIS FLOCKS AND THEIR FAT PORTIONS IN GENESIS 4:4, BY FAITH ABEL OFFERED A BETTER SACRIFICE THAN CAIN IN HEBREWS 11:4, I CAME TO GIVE ALMS AND TO PRESENT OFFERINGS IN ACTS 24:17, JACOB OFFERED A SACRIFICE IN GENESIS 31:54, ISRAEL OFFERED SACRIFICES IN GENESIS 46:1, LET US TAKE A THREE-DAY JOURNEY INTO THE DESERT TO OFFER SACRIFICES IN EXODUS 3:18; 5:3, LET US GO AND SACRIFICE TO OUR GOD IN EXODUS 5:8, 17, I WILL LET YOUR PEOPLE GO TO OFFER SACRIFICES IN EXODUS 8:8, SACRIFICE TO YOUR GOD HERE IN THE LAND IN EXODUS 8:25, A BULL AND TWO RAMS TO CONSECRATE THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] IN EXODUS 29:1, BALAAM AND BALAK OFFERED A BULL AND A RAM ON EACH ALTAR IN NUMBERS 23:2, 14, 30, BALAK SACRIFICED CATTLE AND SHEEP IN NUMBERS 22:40, ELKANAH WENT TO SACRIFICE TO THE LORD IN SHILOH IN 1ST SAMUEL 1:3, 21, SAMUEL WENT TO SACRIFICE IN 1ST SAMUEL 9:12; 16:2-5, OUR FAMILY ARE OBSERVING A SACRIFICE IN 1ST SAMUEL 20:29, ABSALOM OFFERED SACRIFICES IN 2ND SAMUEL 15:12, SOLOMON AND THE PEOPLE OFFERED SACRIFICES IN 2ND CHRONICLES 7:4, SOLOMON OFFERED SACRIFICES ON THE HIGH PLACES IN 1ST KINGS 3:3-4, TWO SACRIFICES BUT NO FIRE TO BE USED IN 1ST KINGS 18:23, ELISHA SACRIFICED THE OXEN IN 1ST KINGS 19:21, THEY HAVE SAVED THE BEST ANIMALS TO SACRIFICE IN 1ST SAMUEL 15:15, 21, THE EGYPTIANS WILL WORSHIP WITH SACRIFICE AND BURNT OFFERING IN ISAIAH 19:21, THEY WILL BRING SACRIFICES TO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD IN JEREMIAH 17:26, FROM BEYOND THE RIVERS OF ETHIOPIA MY DISPERSED ONES WILL BRING OFFERINGS IN ZEPHANIAH 3:10, ONE SACRIFICES A LAMB AND ONE BREAKS A DOG’S NECK IN ISAIAH 66:3. 
LARGE NUMBERS OF SACRIFICES: EVERY SIX STEPS HE SACRIFICED A BULL AND A CALF IN 2ND SAMUEL 6:13, ADONIJAH SACRIFICED SHEEP, CATTLE AND CALVES IN 1ST KINGS 1:9, 19, 25, THEY OFFERED INNUMERABLE SACRIFICES IN 1ST KINGS 8:5 & 2ND CHRONICLES 5:6, SOLOMON OFFERED 22,000 OXEN AND 120,000 SHEEP IN 1ST KINGS 8:62-63 & 2ND CHRONICLES 7:5, JUDAH SACRIFICED 700 OXEN AND 7000 SHEEP IN 2ND CHRONICLES 15:11, 1000 BULLS, 1000 RAMS AND 1000 LAMBS SACRIFICED IN 1ST CHRONICLES 29:21. 
RIGHT SACRIFICES: OFFER RIGHT SACRIFICES AND TRUST IN THE LORD IN PSALMS 4:5, YOU WILL DELIGHT IN RIGHT SACRIFICES IN PSALMS 51:19, I WILL NOT SACRIFICE TO OTHER GODS BUT TO THE LORD IN 2ND KINGS 5:17, YOU SHALL WORSHIP BEFORE THIS ALTAR IN ISAIAH 36:7, A DRINK OFFERING ON THE SACRIFICIAL OFFERING OF YOUR FAITH IN PHILIPPIANS 2:17, THE HEAVENLY THINGS THEMSELVES NEEDED BETTER SACRIFICES IN HEBREWS 9:23, HE APPEARED IN ORDER TO PUT AWAY SIN BY THE SACRIFICE OF HIMSELF IN HEB. 9:26, THE SACRIFICES OF GOD ARE A BROKEN SPIRIT IN PSALMS 51:17, TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT AND JUST IS MORE ACCEPTABLE TO THE LORD THAN SACRIFICE IN PROVERBS 21:3, HAS THE LORD AS GREAT DELIGHT IN SACRIFICE AS IN OBEDIENCE IN 1ST SAMUEL 15:22, I DESIRE COMPASSION RATHER THAN SACRIFICE IN MATTHEW 9:13; 12:7, TO OBEY IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE IN 1ST SAMUEL 15:22, I DESIRE STEADFAST SEXLESS LOVE AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, NOT SACRIFICE IN HOSEA 6:6, TO SEXLESS LOVE GOD AND ONE’S NEIGHBOR IS MORE THAN ALL SACRIFICES IN MARK 12:33, TO DO GOOD AND TO SHARE ARE SACRIFICES WHICH PLEASE GOD IN HEBREWS 13:16, OFFER A SACRIFICE OF THANKSGIVING IN PSALMS 50:14, LET THEM OFFER SACRIFICES OF THANKSGIVING IN PSALMS 107:22, I WILL OFFER A SACRIFICE OF THANKSGIVING IN PSALMS 116:17, I WILL RENDER THANK-OFFERINGS TO YOU IN PSALMS 56:12, HE WHO OFFERS A SACRIFICE OF THANKSGIVING HONORS ME IN PSALMS 50:23, THANKSGIVING WILL PLEASE THE LORD BETTER THAN AN OX IN PSALMS 69:31, WITH A FREEWILL OFFERING I WILL SACRIFICE TO YOU IN PSALMS 54:6, BRING A SACRIFICE OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING IN HEBREWS 13:15, PRESENT YOUR BODIES AS LIVING SACRIFICES IN ROMANS 12:1, BRETHREN FROM ALL THE NATIONS BROUGHT AS AN OFFERING TO THE LORD IN ISAIAH 66:20, OFFERING SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES ACCEPTABLE TO GOD IN 1ST PETER 2:5, PRIESTLY SERVICE [NCO CORPS] THAT THE OFFERING OF THE GENTILES MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE IN ROMANS 15:16. 
ALTERNATIVE SACRIFICES: HUMAN SACRIFICES: SHALL I GIVE MY FIRSTBORN FOR MY TRANSGRESSION IN MICAH 6:7, JEPHTHAH OFFERED UP HIS DAUGHTER AS A BURNT OFFERING IN JUDGES 11:31-39, THE KING OF MOAB SACRIFICED HIS SON ON THE CITY WALL IN 2ND KINGS 3:27, YOU SACRIFICED YOUR SONS AND DAUGHTERS AS FOOD TO THE IDOLS IN EZEKIEL 16:20, AHAZ MADE HIS SON PASS THROUGH THE FIRE IN 2ND KINGS 16:3 & 2ND CHRONICLES 28:3, THEY MADE THEIR CHILDREN PASS THROUGH THE FIRE IN 2ND KINGS 17:17 & EZEK. 20:26, AS MANASSEH DID IN 2ND KINGS 21:6, MAKING THEM PASS THROUGH THE FIRE FOR MOLECH IN 2ND KINGS 23:10 & JEREMIAH 32:35, THEY BURNED THEIR SONS IN THE FIRE TO BAAL IN JEREMIAH 19:5, BURNING SONS AND DAUGHTERS IN THE FIRE IN JEREMIAH 7:31, THEY BURNED THEIR CHILDREN IN THE FIRE TO THE GODS OF SEPHARVAIM IN 2ND KINGS 17:31, THEY SLAUGHTERED THEIR CHILDREN FOR THEIR IDOLS IN EZEKIEL 23:39, THE BLOOD OF YOUR CHILDREN WHOM YOU GAVE TO THE IDOLS IN EZEKIEL 16:36, YOU SLAUGHTERED MY CHILDREN AND OFFERED THEM TO IDOLS IN EZEKIEL 16:21, THEY SACRIFICED SONS AND DAUGHTERS TO DEMONS IN PSALMS 106:37-38, PILATE MIXED THEIR BLOOD WITH THEIR SACRIFICES IN LUKE 13:1, GOD’S GREAT SACRIFICE, FOR BIRDS AND BEASTS TO EAT MEN IN EZEKIEL 39:17-20, OFFER YOUR SON ISAAC AS A BURNT OFFERING IN GENESIS 22:2, BY FAITH ABRAHAM OFFERED ISAAC AS A SACRIFICE IN HEBREWS 11:17, WHEN ABRAHAM OFFERED UP ISAAC ON THE ALTAR IN JAMES 2:21. 
SACRIFICING AMISS: DO NOT OFFER BURNT OFFERING, CEREAL OFFERING OR LIBATION ON THE INCENSE ALTAR IN EXODUS 30:9, OFFERING A BURNT OFFERING NOT AT THE TENT OF MEETING IN LEVITICUS 17:8-9, THEY BURNT SACRIFICES ON THE ROOFTOPS TO ALL THE HOST OF HEAVEN IN JEREMIAH 19:13, LET NO FIELDS OF SACRIFICES BE ON MOUNT GILBOA IN 2ND SAMUEL 1:21, DO NOT PROFANE THE HOLY THINGS OFFERED TO THE LORD IN LEVITICUS 22:2, 15, I HATE ROBBERY IN THE BURNT OFFERING IN ISAIAH 61:8, SAUL OFFERED THE BURNT OFFERING IN 1ST SAMUEL 13:9, 10, 12, THE PEOPLE SACRIFICED ON THE HIGH PLACES IN 1ST KINGS 3:2 & 2ND KINGS 12:3; 14:4; 15:4, 35, THEY BURNED SACRIFICES ON THE MOUNTAINS IN ISAIAH 65:7, AHAZ SACRIFICED ON THE HIGH PLACES AND UNDER EVERY GREEN TREE IN 2ND KINGS 16:4; 28:4, THEY SACRIFICE IN GARDENS IN ISAIAH 65:3, THEY SACRIFICE ON THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAINS IN HOSEA 4:13, AHAZ SACRIFICED ON THE ALTAR FROM DAMASCUS IN 2ND KINGS 16:12, 13, 15, THEY SACRIFICE MEAT AND EAT IT IN HOSEA 8:13, IF WE SACRIFICE WHAT IS AN ABOMINATION TO THE EGYPTIANS IN EXODUS 8:26, THEY WILL BE ASHAMED BECAUSE OF THEIR SACRIFICES IN HOSEA 4:19, CURSED BE THE CHEAT WHO VOWS A MALE ANIMAL YET SACRIFICES A BLEMISHED ANIMAL IN MALACHI 1:14, YOU BRING WHAT IS LAME OR SICK IN MALACHI 1:8, 13, YOU BRING WHAT WAS TAKEN BY ROBBERY AS AN OFFERING IN MALACHI 1:13. 
SACRIFICING TO OTHER GODS: DO NOT SACRIFICE TO OTHER GODS IN 2ND KINGS 17:35, THEY SHALL NO LONGER SACRIFICE TO SATYRS IN LEVITICUS 17:7, HE WHO SACRIFICES TO ANOTHER GOD SHALL BE DESTROYED IN EXODUS 22:20, THEY SACRIFICED TO OTHER GODS WHICH THEY HAD NOT KNOWN IN JEREMIAH 19:4; 44:3, THEY POURED OUT LIBATIONS TO OTHER GODS IN JEREMIAH 19:13; 32:29, BURNING SACRIFICES AND POURING OUT LIBATIONS TO THE QUEEN OF HEAVEN IN JEREMIAH 44:17, 18, WE WILL SACRIFICE TO THE QUEEN OF HEAVEN IN JEREMIAH 44:25, SACRIFICES AND BURNT OFFERINGS TO BAAL IN 2ND KINGS 10:24, SHE USED TO OFFER SACRIFICES TO THE BAALS IN HOSEA 2:13, A SACRIFICE TO DAGON IN JUDGES 16:23, THE GENTILES SACRIFICE TO DEMONS, NOT TO GOD IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 10:20, IF ANYONE SAYS, ‘THIS HAS BEEN OFFERED IN SACRIFICE’ IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 10:28. 
ENOUGH OF SACRIFICES: SACRIFICES NOT NEEDED: SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU DID NOT DESIRE IN PSALMS 40:6 & HEBREWS 10:5, YOU DO NOT DELIGHT IN SACRIFICE IN PSALMS 51:16, THEIR SACRIFICES WILL NOT PLEASE THE LORD IN HOSEA 9:4, YOU TOOK NO PLEASURE IN BURNT OFFERING IN HEBREWS 10:6, 8, SHALL I COME BEFORE HIM WITH BURNT OFFERINGS IN MICAH 6:6-7, I DO NOT REPROVE YOU FOR YOUR SACRIFICES IN PSALMS 50:8, I HAVE NO NEED OF A BULL FROM YOUR STALL IN PSALMS 50:9, I HAVE MORE THAN ENOUGH OF BURNT OFFERINGS IN ISAIAH 1:11-13, ADD YOUR BURNT OFFERINGS TO THE SACRIFICES AND EAT THE MEAT IN JEREMIAH 7:21-23, I DESIRE MERCY AND NOT SACRIFICE IN MATTHEW 12:7, LISTEN RATHER THAN OFFER THE SACRIFICE OF FOOLS IN ECCLESIASTES 5:1, I DID NOT COMMAND THEM ABOUT BURNT OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES IN JEREMIAH 7:22. 
SACRIFICES NOT EFFECTIVE: SACRIFICIAL FLESH CANNOT AVERT YOUR DISASTER IN JEREMIAH 11:15, DO NOT REGARD THEIR OFFERING IN NUMBERS 16:15, GIFTS AND SACRIFICES ARE OFFERED WHICH CANNOT MAKE THE CONSCIENCES PERFECT IN HEBREWS 9:9, WE HAVE AN ALTAR FROM WHICH THOSE WHO MINISTER AT THE TABERNACLE HAVE NO RIGHT TO EAT IN HEBREWS 13:10, YOUR SACRIFICES ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE TO ME IN JEREMIAH 6:20, WHEN THEY OFFER BURNT OFFERING AND CEREAL OFFERING, I WILL NOT ACCEPT THEM IN JEREMIAH 14:12, I WILL NOT ACCEPT YOUR OFFERINGS IN AMOS 5:22, I WILL ACCEPT NO OFFERING FROM YOUR HANDS IN MALACHI 1:10, GOD NO LONGER REGARDS YOUR OFFERING IN MALACHI 2:13, THE LORD DETESTS THE SACRIFICE OF THE SEXUAL IN PROVERBS 15:8, THE SACRIFICE OF THE SEXUAL IS AN ABOMINATION TO THE LORD IN PROVERBS 21:27, THE LORD HAD NO REGARD FOR CAIN AND HIS OFFERING IN GENESIS 4:5, LEAVE YOUR OFFERING AND BE RECONCILED WITH YOUR BROTHER IN MATTHEW 5:23-24, ELI’S SEXUAL INIQUITY WILL NOT BE ATONED FOR BY SACRIFICE IN 1ST SAMUEL 3:14, ONE FATE COMES TO HIM WHO SACRIFICES AND HIM WHO DOES NOT IN ECCLESIASTES 9:2. 
SACRIFICES TERMINATED: FOR HALF OF THE WEEK HE WILL PUT AN END TO SACRIFICE AND OFFERING IN DANIEL 9:27, ISRAEL WILL BE MANY DAYS WITHOUT KING, SACRIFICE OR PILLAR IN HOSEA 3:4, THE BREAD WILL BE ONLY FOR THEMSELVES AND WILL NOT ENTER THE HOUSE OF THE LORD IN HOSEA 9:4, WHERE THERE IS FORGIVENESS THERE IS NO LONGER ANY OFFERING FOR SIN IN HEBREWS 10:18, IF WE SIN WILLFULLY THERE NO LONGER REMAINS A SACRIFICE FOR SINS IN HEBREWS 10:26, YOU HAVE NOT BROUGHT ME YOUR SACRIFICES IN ISAIAH 43:23-24. 
THE TYPES OF SACRIFICES: FIRE-OFFERINGS: IT IS A BURNT OFFERING, A FIRE-OFFERING IN EXODUS 29:18; LEVITICUS 1:9, 13, 17, IT IS A FIRE-OFFERING IN EXODUS 29:25; LEVITICUS 2:16; 3:9, 11, 14 & LEVITICUS 7:5; 8:28, FOR SEVEN DAYS YOU SHALL PRESENT A FIRE-OFFERING IN LEVITICUS 23:8, PRESENT A FIRE-OFFERING TO THE LORD IN LEVITICUS 23:25, 27, 36, MAKE A FIRE-OFFERING TO THE LORD IN NUMBERS 15:3, 13, THEY HAVE BROUGHT THEIR FIRE-OFFERING TO THE LORD IN NUMBERS 15:25, OFFER THE FIRE-OFFERINGS AT THE PROPER TIME IN NUMBERS 28:2, A FIRE-OFFERING OF SOOTHING AROMA IN LEVITICUS 2:2, 9; 3:5, 16, A MOST HOLY PART OF THE FIRE-OFFERINGS IN LEVITICUS 2:3, 10, OFFER IT ON THE FIRE-OFFERINGS IN LEVITICUS 4:35; 5:12, TAKE THE CEREAL LEFT OVER FROM THE FIRE-OFFERINGS IN LEVITICUS 10:12, LEAVEN AND HONEY MUST NOT BE USED IN A FIRE-OFFERING IN LEVITICUS 2:11, IF A SOJOURNER WISHES TO MAKE A FIRE-OFFERING IN NUMBERS 15:14, THE PRIESTS [SERGEANT] PRESENT THE FIRE-OFFERINGS IN LEVITICUS 21:6, IT IS YOUR DUE FROM THE FIRE-OFFERINGS IN LEVITICUS 10:13, IT IS THE PRIESTS’ [SERGEANT’S] SHARE OF THE FIRE-OFFERINGS IN LEVITICUS 6:17, 18. 
BURNT OFFERINGS: REGULATIONS FOR THE BURNT OFFERING: THE LAW OF BURNT OFFERINGS IN LEVITICUS 1:3-17; 6:8-13; 7:37, A BURNT OFFERING MUST BE WITHOUT DEFECT IN LEVITICUS 22:18-19, BRING YOUR BURNT OFFERINGS TO THE PLACE GOD WILL CHOOSE IN DEUTERONOMY 12:6, FOR A CEREAL OFFERING, A BURNT OFFERING AND PEACE OFFERINGS IN EZEKIEL 45:15, OFFER BURNT OFFERINGS AND PEACE OFFERINGS ON THE ALTAR IN EZEKIEL 43:27, SEVEN BULLS AND SEVEN RAMS WITHOUT BLEMISH AS A BURNT OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 45:23, SEVEN DAYS SIN OFFERING, BURNT OFFERING, CEREAL OFFERING WITH OIL IN EZEKIEL 45:25, SIN OFFERING, CEREAL OFFERING, BURNT OFFERING, PEACE OFFERING TO MAKE ATONEMENT IN EZEKIEL 45:17, THE LEVITES [PRIVATES] WILL OFFER WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS ON YOUR ALTAR IN DEUTERONOMY 33:10, THE LEVITES [PRIVATES] WILL KILL THE BURNT OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 44:11, THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] OFFER HIS BURNT OFFERING AND PEACE OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 46:2, THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] SHALL THROW SALT ON THEM AND OFFER THEM AS A BURNT OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 43:24, THE PRINCE SHALL PROVIDE THE BURNT OFFERINGS, CEREAL OFFERINGS AND LIBATIONS IN EZEKIEL 45:17, THE SABBATH BURNT OFFERING OF THE PRINCE IN EZEKIEL 46:4, TO OFFER BURNT OFFERING AND SPRINKLE BLOOD ON THE ALTAR IN EZEKIEL 43:18, THEY ARE TO OFFER ALL THE BURNT OFFERINGS IN 1ST CHRONICLES 23:31, HE SHALL MAKE HIS BURNT OFFERING AND PEACE OFFERINGS AS ON THE SABBATH IN EZEKIEL 46:12, OFFERING THE BURNT OFFERING WITH SONG IN 2ND CHRONICLES 29:27-28, A CHAMBER WHERE THEY RINSE THE BURNT OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 40:38, FOUR TABLES OF HEWN STONE FOR THE BURNT OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 40:42, TWO TABLES ON WHICH TO KILL THE BURNT OFFERING, SIN OFFERING AND GUILT OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 40:39. 
THE REGULAR BURNT OFFERINGS: THE CONTINUAL BURNT OFFERING IN EXODUS 29:42; NUMBERS 28:23, 31; 29:6, 11, 16, 19, 22, 25, 28, 31, 34, 38; NEHEMIAH 10:33 & EZEKIEL 46:15, EACH MORNING IN EZEKIEL 46:13-15, TWO LAMBS AS A DAILY BURNT OFFERING, MORNING AND EVENING IN EXODUS 29:38-42; NUMBERS 28:3-8; 2ND CHRONICLES 8:13; 13:11; 31:3 & EZRA 3:3, BURNT OFFERINGS MORNING AND EVENING IN 1ST CHRONICLES 16:40 & 2ND CHRONICLES 2:4, CONTINUAL BURNT OFFERINGS WERE MADE ALL THE DAYS OF JEHOIADA IN 2ND CHRONICLES 24:14, HE WILL ABOLISH THE DAILY SACRIFICE IN DANIEL 11:31; 12:11, THE CONTINUAL BURNT OFFERING WAS TAKEN AWAY IN DANIEL 8:11-12, FOR HOW LONG DOES THE VISION ABOUT THE REGULAR BURNT OFFERING APPLY IN DANIEL 8:13, THE CONTINUAL BURNT OFFERING WAS DELIVERED OVER TO THE HORN IN DANIEL 8:12, MAY THE LIFTING OF MY HANDS BE AS THE EVENING OFFERING IN PSALMS 141:2, EACH SABBATH TWO EXTRA LAMBS IN NUMBERS 28:9-10 & 2ND CHRONICLES 8:13; 31:3, SIX LAMBS AND A RAM ON THE SABBATH IN EZEKIEL 46:4, A BURNT OFFERING AT THE START OF EVERY MONTH IN NUMBERS 28:11-14; 29:6 & 2ND CHRONICLES 8:13; 31:3, NEW MOON IN NEHEMIAH 10:33, THEY PRESENTED THE REGULAR BURNT OFFERINGS IN EZRA 3:4-6, BURNT OFFERINGS: AT PASSOVER IN NUMBERS 28:17-24 & 2ND CHRONICLES 8:13, AT FIRST FRUITS IN LEVITICUS 23:12, AT THE FEAST OF WEEKS IN LEVITICUS 23:18; NUMBERS 28:27-31 & 2ND CHRONICLES 8:13, FOR THE SEVENTH MONTH IN NUMBERS 29:2-4; 29:13, FOR THE DAY OF ATONEMENT IN LEVITICUS 16:3, 5, 24 & NUMBERS 29:8-10, FOR THE FEAST OF BOOTHS IN NUMBERS 29:13-39 & 2ND CHRONICLES 8:13, FOR ORDAINING PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] IN EXODUS 29:18, 25 & LEVITICUS 8:18-21, FOR ORDAINING THE LEVITES [PRIVATES] IN NUMBERS 8:12, FOR THE NAZIRITE IN NUMBERS 6:14, 16. 
SPECIAL BURNT OFFERINGS: PRESENT THE OFFERING MOSES COMMANDED IN MARK 1:44, A BURNT OFFERING FOR CLEANSING: A WOMAN AFTER GIVING BIRTH IN LEVITICUS 12:6, 8, A LEPER IN LEVITICUS 14:19-20, 22, 31, FROM A DISCHARGE IN LEVITICUS 15:15, 30, FROM DEFILEMENT IN NUMBERS 6:11, FROM UNINTENTIONAL SEX IN LEVITICUS 5:7; 15:24. 
THOSE WHO OFFERED BURNT OFFERINGS: THOSE WHO OFFERED BURNT OFFERINGS: AARON IN EXODUS 32:6 & LEVITICUS 9:2, 7, 12-14, ABRAHAM OFFERING ISAAC IN GENESIS 22:2, 3, 6, 7-8, ABRAHAM OFFERING THE RAM INSTEAD IN GENESIS 22:13, BALAAM IN NUMBERS 23:3, 6, 15, 17, DAVID IN 2ND SAMUEL 6:13, 17-18; 24:25 & 1ST CHRONICLES 16:1-2, GIDEON IN JUDGES 6:26, ISRAELITES IN LEVITICUS 9:3, 16 & JUDGES 20:26; 21:4, JEPHTHAH IN JUDGES 11:31, JETHRO IN EXODUS 18:12, JOB IN JOB 1:5, JOSHUA IN JOSHUA 8:31, MANOAH IN JUDGES 13:16, 23, MOSES IN EXODUS 24:5, NOAH IN GENESIS 8:20, SAMUEL IN 1ST SAMUEL 7:9-10; 10:8, SAUL IN 1ST SAMUEL 13:9-10, 12, SOLOMON IN 1ST KINGS 3:4, 15; 8:64; 9:25, THE LEADERS IN NUMBERS 7:15, 21, 27, 33, 39, 45, 51, 57, 63, 69, 75, 81, 87, THE MEN OF BETH-SHEMESH IN 1ST SAMUEL 6:14-15, THE ASSEMBLY IN 2ND CHRONICLES 29:32, THE RETURNED EXILES IN EZRA 8:35, JOB’S FRIENDS IN JOB 42:8, THE PRINCE IN EZEKIEL 46:4-7. 
OTHER REFERENCES TO BURNT OFFERINGS: WHERE IS THE LAMB FOR A BURNT OFFERING IN GENESIS 22:7, GOD WILL PROVIDE A LAMB FOR A BURNT OFFERING IN GENESIS 22:8, I WILL COME INTO YOUR HOUSE WITH BURNT OFFERINGS IN PSALMS 66:13, 15, SOLOMON OFFERED 1,000 BURNT OFFERINGS IN 2ND CHRONICLES 1:6, SOLOMON OFFERED DAILY BURNT OFFERINGS IN 2ND CHRONICLES 8:12-13, THEY HAVE NOT OFFERED BURNT OFFERINGS IN 2ND CHRONICLES 29:7, THOUGH YOU OFFER ME BURNT OFFERINGS AND GRAIN OFFERINGS, I WILL NOT ACCEPT THEM IN AMOS 5:22, YOU TOOK NO PLEASURE IN BURNT OFFERINGS AND SEX OFFERINGS IN HEBREWS 10:6, YOU DID NOT DESIRE BURNT OFFERINGS AND SEX OFFERINGS IN HEBREWS 10:8, BURN THE UNFAITHFUL CITY AS A WHOLE BURNT OFFERING IN DEUTERONOMY 13:16, LEBANON’S BEASTS WOULD NOT BE ENOUGH FOR A BURNT OFFERING IN ISAIAH 40:16. 
CEREAL [GRAIN] OFFERINGS AND LIBATIONS: REGULATIONS FOR CEREAL OFFERINGS: INSTRUCTIONS ON THE CEREAL OFFERING IN LEVITICUS 2:1-16; 6:14-18, THIS IS THE LAW OF THE CEREAL OFFERING IN LEVITICUS 7:37, UNLEAVENED BREAD, CAKES AND WAFERS MIXED WITH OIL IN EXODUS 29:2, 23, CEREAL OFFERINGS FROM THE PRIEST [SERGEANT] IN LEVITICUS 6:20-23; 9:4, 17, CEREAL OFFERINGS BELONG TO THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] IN LEVITICUS 7:9-10; 10:12-13 & NUMBERS 18:9, CEREAL OFFERINGS FOR FIRST FRUITS IN LEVITICUS 23:13, CEREAL OFFERINGS AT THE FEAST OF WEEKS IN LEVITICUS 23:16 & NUM. 28:26, THE CONTINUAL CEREAL OFFERING IN NUMBERS 4:16, A CEREAL OFFERING OF JEALOUSY IN NUMBERS 5:15, 18, 25-26, THE MOST HOLY OFFERINGS, THE GRAIN OFFERING, SIN OFFERING AND GUILT OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 42:13, A CEREAL OFFERING MORNING BY MORNING IN EZEKIEL 46:14, A CEREAL OFFERING OF AN EPHAH WITH A RAM IN EZEKIEL 46:5, A CEREAL OFFERING OF AN EPHAH WITH THE BULL IN EZEKIEL 46:7, A CEREAL OFFERING WITH A LAMB AS MUCH AS HE IS ABLE IN EZEKIEL 46:5, AS CEREAL OFFERING, AN EPHAH WITH A BULL OR RAM IN EZEKIEL 45:24, BAKING THE CEREAL OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 46:20, FOR A CEREAL OFFERING, A BURNT OFFERING AND PEACE OFFERINGS IN EZEKIEL 45:15, THE PRIEST [SERGEANT] SHALL EAT THE CEREAL OFFERING, SIN OFFERING AND GUILT OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 44:29, SEVEN DAYS SIN OFFERING, BURNT OFFERING, CEREAL OFFERING WITH OIL IN EZEKIEL 45:25, SIN OFFERING, CEREAL OFFERING, BURNT OFFERING, PEACE OFFERING TO MAKE ATONEMENT IN EZEKIEL 45:17, THE CEREAL OFFERING SHALL BE AN EPHAH WITH A BULL OR RAM IN EZEKIEL 46:11. 
MAKING CEREAL OFFERINGS AND LIBATIONS: CEREAL OFFERING AND LIBATIONS AS PART OF OTHER OFFERINGS IN EXODUS 29:40-41; 40:29; LEVITICUS 14:10, 20, 21, 31; 23:13, 18; NUMBERS 6:15, 17; 7:87; 8:8; 15:4-10, 24; 28:5, 7, 9, 14, 15, 20-21, 27-28, 31; 29:3, 6, 9-10, 14-15, 16, 18, 19, 21, 22, 24, 25, 27, 28, 30, 31, 33, 34, 37, 38 & JUDGES 13:19, 23, CEREAL OFFERINGS FROM THE LEADERS IN NUMBERS 7:13, 19, 25, 31, 37, 43, 49, 55, 61, 67, 73, 79, SOLOMON OFFERED CEREAL OFFERINGS IN 1ST KINGS 8:64, ONE OFFERS A GRAIN OFFERING AND ONE OFFERS PIG’S BLOOD IN ISAIAH 66:3, THEY POURED OUT THEIR LIBATIONS AT EVERY HILL OR TREE IN EZEKIEL 20:28, THE PRINCE SHALL PROVIDE THE BURNT OFFERINGS, CEREAL OFFERINGS AND LIBATIONS IN EZEKIEL 45:17, THEY WILL NOT POUR OUT LIBATIONS OF WINE TO THE LORD IN HOSEA 9:4, JACOB POURED A DRINK OFFERING ON THE PILLAR IN GENESIS 35:14, UTENSILS FOR POURING LIBATIONS IN EXODUS 25:29, TO THE STONES YOU HAVE POURED OUT A LIBATION IN ISAIAH 57:6, THERE IS NO CEREAL OFFERING OR LIBATION IN JOEL 1:9, 13, PERHAPS HE WILL LEAVE A CEREAL OFFERING AND LIBATION IN JOEL 2:14, I WILL NOT POUR OUT THEIR LIBATIONS OF BLOOD IN PSALMS 16:4, THOUGH YOU OFFER ME BURNT OFFERINGS AND GRAIN OFFERINGS, I WILL NOT ACCEPT THEM IN AMOS 5:22, I AM   BEING POURED OUT LIKE A DRINK OFFERING IN PHILIPPIANS 2:17 & 2ND TIMOTHY 4:6. 
PEACE OFFERINGS: INSTRUCTIONS ON THE PEACE OFFERING IN LEVITICUS 3:1-17; 7:11-21, 29-34, THIS IS THE LAW OF THE PEACE OFFERINGS IN LEVITICUS 7:37, OFFER PEACE OFFERINGS ARIGHT IN LEVITICUS 19:5-8, A PEACE OFFERING MUST BE WITHOUT DEFECT IN LEVITICUS 22:21, THE FAT OF THE PEACE OFFERINGS TO BE BURNT IN LEVITICUS 6:12, A PORTION OF PEACE OFFERINGS TO BE EATEN BY THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] IN EXODUS 29:28 & LEVITICUS 10:14, PEACE OFFERING AT THE FEAST OF WEEKS IN LEVITICUS 23:19, PRESENTED BY THE NAZIRITE IN NUMBERS 6:14, 17-18, ANIMALS KILLED FOR FOOD ARE TO BE SACRIFICED AS PEACE OFFERINGS IN LEVITICUS 17:5, SACRIFICE PEACE OFFERINGS ON MOUNT EBAL IN DEUTERONOMY 27:7, TODAY I OFFERED PEACE OFFERINGS IN PROVERBS 7:14, FOR A CEREAL OFFERING, A BURNT OFFERING AND PEACE OFFERINGS IN EZEKIEL 45:15, HE SHALL MAKE HIS BURNT OFFERING AND PEACE OFFERINGS AS ON THE SABBATH IN EZEKIEL 46:12, OFFER BURNT OFFERINGS AND PEACE OFFERINGS ON THE ALTAR IN EZEKIEL 43:27, SIN OFFERING, CEREAL OFFERING, BURNT OFFERING, PEACE OFFERING TO MAKE ATONEMENT IN EZEK. 45:17, THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] OFFER HIS BURNT OFFER AND PEACE OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 46:2, I WILL NOT LOOK AT YOUR PEACE OFFERINGS IN AMOS 5:22, PEACE OFFERINGS OF: DAVID IN 2ND SAMUEL 6:17-18; 24:25 & 1ST CHRONICLES 16:1-2, JOSHUA IN JOSHUA 8:31, MANASSEH IN 2ND CHRONICLES 33:16, SAMUEL IN 1ST SAMUEL 10:8, SAUL IN 1ST SAMUEL 13:9, SOLOMON IN 1ST KINGS 3:15; 8:63; 9:25, THE YOUNG MEN IN EXODUS 24:5, THE ISRAELITES IN EXODUS 32:6, THE PEOPLE IN LEVITICUS 9:4, 18, 22; JUDGES 20:26; 21:4 & 1ST SAMUEL 11:15, THE LEADERS IN NUMBERS 7:17, 23, 29, 35, 41, 47, 53, 59, 65, 71, 77, 83, 88. 
THANK OFFERINGS TO GOD: ABOUT THANKING GOD: IT IS GOOD TO GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD IN PSALMS 92:1, THANKSGIVING WILL PLEASE THE LORD BETTER THAN AN OX IN PSALMS 69:30-31, HE WHO OFFERS A SACRIFICE OF THANKSGIVING HONORS ME IN PSALMS 50:23, THE FRUIT OF LIPS WHICH GIVE THANKS TO HIS NAME---STEPHEN YAHWEH IN HEBREWS 13:15, A PSALM FOR THANKSGIVING IN PSALMS 100: TITLE, JOY AND THANKSGIVING IN TIME OF FESTIVAL IN PSALMS 42:4, AN OFFERING BY WAY OF THANKSGIVING IN LEVITICUS 7:12, WHEN YOU MAKE A SACRIFICE OF THANKSGIVING IN LEVITICUS 22:29. 
THANK GOD! GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD IN 1ST CHRONICLES 16:8, 34 & PSALMS 97:12; 100:4; 105:1; 106:1; 118:1, 29; 136:1-3 & ISAIAH 12:4, GIVE THANKS TO THE GOD OF HEAVEN IN PSALMS 136:26, GIVE THANKS TO THE GOD OF GODS IN PSALMS 136:2, GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD OF LORDS IN PSALMS 136:3, GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD OF HOSTS IN JEREMIAH 33:11, GIVE THANKS TO HIS HOLY NAME---STEPHEN YAHWEH IN PSALMS 30:4, LET THEM GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD FOR HIS SEXLESS LOVINGKINDNESS IN PSALMS 107:8, 15, 21, 31, BE THANKFUL IN COLOSSIANS 3:15, GIVE THANKS IN EVERYTHING IN 1ST THESSALONIANS 5:18, BY PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION WITH THANKSGIVING IN PHILIPPIANS 4:6, THANKS BE TO GOD IN ROMANS 6:17, SING WITH THANKFULNESS IN YOUR HEARTS TO GOD IN COLOSSIANS 3:16, BLESSING AND GLORY AND THANKSGIVING BE TO OUR GOD IN REVELATION 7:12, COME BEFORE HIM WITH THANKSGIVING IN PSALMS 95:2, ENTER HIS GATES WITH THANKSGIVING IN PSALMS 100:4, OFFER A SACRIFICE OF THANKSGIVING IN PSALMS 50:14; 107:22, THANKS BE TO GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST IN ROMANS 7:25, THANKS BE TO GOD IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 15:57; 2ND CORINTHIANS 2:14; 8:16, SING TO THE LORD WITH THANKSGIVING IN PSALMS 147:7, SINGING A SONG OF THANKSGIVING IN PSALMS 26:7, GIVING THANKS FOR ALL THINGS TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN EPHESIANS 5:20, GIVING THANKS TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IN COLOSSIANS 1:12, GIVING THANKS TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] THROUGH JESUS IN COLOSSIANS 3:17, NO COARSE JOKES, BUT RATHER THANKSGIVING IN EPHESIANS 5:4, THE LEVITES [PRIVATES, PRIVATES-2 & PRIVATE FIRST CLASSES] EVERY MORNING WERE TO THANK AND PRAISE THE LORD IN 1ST CHRONICLES 23:30, IN PRAYER KEEP WATCH WITH THANKSGIVING IN COLOSSIANS 4:2, OVERFLOWING WITH THANKSGIVING IN COLOSSIANS 2:7. 
WE THANK GOD: I WILL GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD IN 2ND SAMUEL 22:50; PSALMS 9:1; 18:49; 86:12; 111:1; 118:19; 119:7; 138:1; 139:14 & ISAIAH 12:1, I WILL GIVE THANKS TO YOU IN PSALMS 108:3; 118:21, 28, I WILL GIVE THANKS TO YOU FOREVER IN PSALMS 30:12; 52:9, I WILL GIVE THANKS TO YOUR NAME---STEPHEN YAHWEH IN PSALMS 54:6; 138:2 & ISAIAH 25:1, WITH MY MOUTH I WILL GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD IN PSALMS 109:30, AT MIDNIGHT I RISE TO THANK YOU IN PSALMS 119:62, WE GIVE THANKS TO YOU IN 1ST CHRONICLES 29:13 & PSALMS 75:1, WE GIVE YOU THANKS, LORD GOD ALMIGHTY IN REVELATION 11:17, WE WILL GIVE THANKS TO YOU FOREVER IN PSALMS 79:13, WE WILL GIVE THANKS TO YOUR NAME---STEPHEN YAHWEH FOREVER IN PSALMS 44:8, I WILL GIVE THANKS BECAUSE OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS IN PSALMS 7:17, I WILL GIVE THANKS IN THE GREAT CONGREGATION IN PSALMS 35:18, I WILL GIVE THANKS TO YOU AMONG THE PEOPLES IN PSALMS 57:9, I RENDER THANK-OFFERINGS TO YOU IN PSALMS 56:12, I WILL OFFER A SACRIFICE OF THANKSGIVING IN PSALMS 116:17, I WILL SACRIFICE TO YOU WITH THE VOICE OF THANKSGIVING IN JONAH 2:9, WITH MY SONG I THANK HIM IN PSALMS 28:7, BRING ME OUT OF PRISON THAT I MAY GIVE THANKS TO YOUR NAME---STEPHEN YAHWEH IN PSALMS 142:7, TO YOU, GOD OF MY FATHERS, I GIVE THANKS AND PRAISE IN DANIEL 2:23, I THANK YOU THAT I AM NOT LIKE OTHER MEN IN LUKE 18:11, FATHER [STEPHEN], THANK YOU THAT YOU HEARD ME IN JOHN 11:41, I THANK GOD THAT I BAPTIZED NONE OF YOU IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 1:14, I THANK GOD THAT I SPEAK IN TONGUES MORE THAN YOU ALL IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 14:18, FOR THIS WE THANK GOD, THAT YOU RECEIVED THE MESSAGE AS GOD’S TRUTH WORD IN 1ST THESSALONIANS 2:13. 
OTHERS THANKING GOD: GATHER US FROM THE NATIONS TO GIVE THANKS TO YOUR NAME---STEPHEN YAHWEH IN PSALMS 106:47, THE TRIBES GO UP TO GIVE THANKS TO THE NAME OF THE LORD IN PSALMS 122:4, THANKSGIVING AND SONG WILL BE FOUND IN ZION IN ISAIAH 51:3, DANIEL PRAYED AND GAVE THANKS TO GOD THREE TIMES A DAY AS FORMERLY IN DANIEL 6:10, OFFER A THANK-OFFERING FROM WHAT IS LEAVENED IN AMOS 4:5, YOU ARE GIVING THANKS WELL ENOUGH, BUT THE OTHER MAN IS NOT EDIFIED IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 14:17, MANY WILL GIVE THANKS FOR BLESSINGS GRANTED THROUGH THE PRAYERS OF MANY IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 1:11, WHEN THE LIVING CREATURES GIVE GLORY AND HONOR AND THANKS TO HIM SEATED ON THE THRONE IN REVELATION 4:9, THE RIGHTEOUS WILL GIVE THANKS IN PSALMS 140:13, ALL KINGS WILL GIVE THANKS TO YOU IN PSALMS 138:4, THE PEOPLES WILL GIVE YOU THANKS FOREVER IN PSALMS 45:17, FROM THEM WILL COME THANKSGIVING IN JEREMIAH 30:19, ALL YOUR WORKS WILL GIVE THANKS TO YOU IN PSALMS 145:10, IT IS THE LIVING WHO GIVE THANKS TO YOU IN ISAIAH 38:19, MATTANIAH LED THE THANKSGIVING IN NEHEMIAH 11:17; 12:8, LEVITES [PRIVATES, PRIVATES-2 & PRIVATE FIRST CLASSES] APPOINTED TO GIVE THANKS BEFORE THE LORD IN 1ST CHRONICLES 16:4, 7, 41, DIVISIONS OF THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] AND LEVITES [PRIVATES, PRIVATES-2 & PRIVATE FIRST CLASSES] TO GIVE THANKS IN 2ND CHRONICLES 31:2, THE ASSEMBLY BOUGHT THANK-OFFERINGS IN 2ND CHRONICLES 29:31, MANASSEH SACRIFICED THANK-OFFERINGS IN 2ND CHRONICLES 33:16. 
THANKING GOD FOR FOOD: JESUS GAVE THANKS AND BROKE THE LOAVES IN MATTHEW 14:19; 15:36; 26:26; MARK 6:41; 8:6-7 & LUKE 9:16; 22:19; 24:30 & JOHN 6:11, JESUS GAVE THANKS AND BROKE THE BREAD IN MARK 14:22 & 1ST CORINTHIANS 11:24, PAUL GAVE THANKS AND BROKE BREAD IN ACTS 27:35, IF I EAT WITH THANKFULNESS, WHY AM I SLANDERED IN 1ST CORINTHIANS 10:30, THOSE WHO EAT OR DO NOT EAT GIVE THANKS TO GOD IN ROMANS 14:6, FOOD WHICH GOD CREATED TO BE RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING IN 1ST TIMOTHY 4:3, HE TOOK A CUP AND GAVE THANKS IN MATTHEW 26:27 & LUKE 22:17, JESUS SAID A BLESSING FOR THE FISH IN MARK 8:7, THE PLACE WHERE THEY ATE THE BREAD AFTER THE LORD GAVE THANKS IN JOHN 6:23, NOTHING IS TO BE REJECTED IF IT IS RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING IN 1ST TIMOTHY 4:4. 
THANKING GOD FOR PEOPLE: THAT PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS BE MADE FOR ALL MEN IN 1ST TIMOTHY 2:1, I THANK MY GOD FOR YOU IN ROMANS 1:8 & 1ST CORINTHIANS 1:4, WHAT THANKS CAN WE RENDER TO GOD FOR YOU IN 1ST THESSALONIANS 3:9, I DO NOT CEASE TO GIVE THANKS FOR YOU IN EPHESIANS 1:16, I THANK MY GOD ON EVERY REMEMBRANCE OF YOU IN PHILIPPIANS 1:3, I THANK GOD WHEN I PRAY FOR YOU IN 2ND TIMOTHY 1:3 & PHILEMON 4, WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD AS WE PRAY FOR YOU IN COLOSSIANS 1:3; 1ST THESSALONIANS 1:2 & 2ND THESSALONIANS 2:13, PAUL THANKED GOD FOR THE BROTHERS MEETING HIM IN ACTS 28:15, THANKFUL FOR YOUR PARTNERSHIP IN THE GOSPEL IN PHILIPPIANS 1:5, WE OUGHT ALWAYS TO GIVE THANKS FOR YOU IN 2ND THESSALONIANS 1:3. 
THANKING GOD FOR BENEFITS: THE SAMARITAN LEPER RETURNED TO GIVE THANKS IN LUKE 17:16, LET US BE GRATEFUL FOR RECEIVING AN UNSHAKEABLE KINGDOM IN HEBREWS 12:28, THAT GRACE TO MANY PEOPLE MAY CAUSE THANKSGIVING TO ABOUND IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 4:15, LIBERALITY CAUSES THANKSGIVING TO GOD IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 9:11-12. 
THANKS FOR JESUS CHRIST: THANKS BE TO GOD FOR HIS INEXPRESSIBLE GIFT IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 9:15, ANNA GAVE THANKS TO GOD FOR JESUS IN LUKE 2:38, ONE LEPER FELL AT JESUS’ FEET, GIVING HIM THANKS IN LUKE 17:16, I THANK HIM WHO HAS STRENGTHENED ME, CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD IN 1ST TIMOTHY 1:12. 
THANKS TO PEOPLE: THEY WERE THANKFUL TO FELIX IN ACTS 24:3, DOES HE THANK THE SLAVE FOR DOING WHAT WAS COMMANDED IN LUKE 17:9, IF YOU DO GOOD TO THOSE WHO DO GOOD TO YOU, WHAT CREDIT IS IT TO YOU IN LUKE 6:33, NOT ONLY I, BUT ALL THE CHURCHES GIVE THANKS TO PRISCA AND AQUILA IN ROM. 16:4. 
SEX OFFERINGS: REGULATIONS FOR THE SEX OFFERING: REGULATIONS FOR THE SIN OFFERING IN LEVITICUS 4:1-35; 5:6-13; 6:25-30, THIS IS THE LAW OF THE SEX OFFERING IN LEVITICUS 7:37, IT IS A SIN OFFERING IN LEVITICUS 4:21; 4:24; 5:9, 11, 12, THE SIN OFFERING TO MAKE ATONEMENT FOR ISRAEL IN NEHEMIAH 10:33, BURN THE SIN OFFERING OUTSIDE THE CAMP IN EXODUS 29:14, THE MOST HOLY OFFERINGS, THE GRAIN OFFERING, SIN OFFERING AND GUILT OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 42:13, TWO TABLES ON WHICH TO KILL THE BURNT OFFERING, SIN OFFERING AND GUILT OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 40:39, A MALE GOAT AS A SIN OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 45:23, BLOOD OF THE SIN OFFERING PUT ON THE DOORPOSTS OF THE TEMPLE IN EZEKIEL 45:19, BLOOD OF THE SIN OFFERING BROUGHT INTO THE HOLY PLACE BY THE HIGH PRIEST IN HEBREWS 13:11, BOILING THE GUILT OFFERING AND THE SIN OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 46:20, THE PRIEST [SERGEANT] SHALL EAT THE CEREAL OFFERING, SIN OFFERING AND GUILT OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 44:29, CEREAL OFFERINGS, SIN OFFERINGS AND GUILT OFFERINGS SHALL BE THE PRIESTS’ [SERGEANTS’] IN NUMBERS 18:9, SEVEN DAYS SIN OFFERING, BURNT OFFERING, CEREAL OFFERING WITH OIL IN EZEKIEL 45:25, SIN OFFERING, CEREAL OFFERING, BURNT OFFERING, PEACE OFFERING TO MAKE ATONEMENT IN EZEKIEL 45:17. 
OCCASIONS FOR A SEX OFFERING: FOR SEVEN DAYS PREPARE A GOAT FOR A SIN OFFERING DAILY IN EZEK. 43:25, ON THE SECOND DAY OFFER AN UNBLEMISHED HE-GOAT [SATYR] FOR A SIN OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 43:22, TAKE THE BULL FOR THE SIN OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 43:21, THE HIGH PRIEST [CHIEF OF POLICE] OFFERS SACRIFICES FOR HIS OWN SINS [THIS IS BECAUSE THE ANOINTED PRIEST (SERGEANT, LIEUTENANT OR CHIEF OF POLICE) WHO DOES SEX [ROMANS 1:21-27; 3:4-23] OR SIMPLY HAS A SEX APPROVAL WITH ANYONE [ROMANS 1:32] AND BRINGS GUILT ON THE PEOPLE (THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIESTHOOD OR ANY SEX AFFILIATED LAW PRIESTHOOD TODAY) IN LEVITICUS 4:3] AS WELL AS FOR THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE IN HEBREWS 5:3, A SIN OFFERING: AT THE START OF EVERY MONTH [TO THE END OF EACH MONTH OF 30 DAYS] IN NUMBERS 28:15; 29:11, AT THE PASSOVER IN NUMBERS 28:22, AT THE SEVENTH MONTH IN NUMBERS 29:5, 11, 16, 19, 22, 25, 28, 31, 34, 38, WHEN CONSECRATING PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] IN EXODUS 29:10-14, 36 & LEVITICUS 8:2, 14-17; 9:2, 7-8, 10, FOR CLEANSING THE LEVITES [PRIVATES] IN NUMBERS 8:8, 12, FOR THE PEOPLE IN LEVITICUS 9:3, 15, ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT IN LEVITICUS 16:3, 5-6, 9, 11, 15, 25, 27, AT THE FEAST OF WEEKS IN LEVITICUS 23:19, BY THE NAZIRITE IN NUMBERS 6:14-16, MAKING ATONEMENT FOR THE INCENSE ALTAR IN EXODUS 30:10, FOR THE DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE IN EZRA 6:17, FOR CLEANSING THE ALTAR IN EZEKIEL 43:19-27, FOR CLEANSING A PRIEST [SERGEANT] IN EZEKIEL 44:27, FOR CLEANSING A WOMAN AFTER GIVING BIRTH IN LEVITICUS 12:6, 8, FOR CLEANSING A LEPER IN LEVITICUS 14:19, 22, 31, FOR CLEANSING FROM A DISCHARGE IN LEVITICUS 15:15, 30, FOR CLEANSING FROM DEFILEMENT IN NUMBERS 6:11, FOR CLEANSING FROM UNINTENTIONAL SIN IN NUMBERS 15:24-25, 27. BARABBAS CHRIST THE SEX OFFERING: GOD SENT HIS OWN SON TO BE A SIN OFFERING FOR MAN IN ROMANS 8:3, HE OFFERED HIMSELF AS A SACRIFICE FOR SINS ONCE FOR ALL MAN IN HEBREWS 7:27, CHRIST WAS ONCE OFFERED TO TAKE AWAY MAN’S SINS IN HEBREWS 9:28, CHRIST OFFERED ONE SACRIFICE ONCE FOR MAN’S SINS IN HEBREWS 10:12, CHRIST GAVE HIMSELF FOR MAN, A SACRIFICE TO GOD IN EPHESIANS 5:2, THE OFFERING OF THE BODY OF JESUS CHRIST IN HEBREWS 10:10, CHRIST OFFERED HIMSELF WITHOUT BLEMISH TO GOD IN HEBREWS 9:14. MAKING SEX OFFERINGS: PRESENT THE OFFERING MOSES COMMANDED IN MARK 1:44, THE PRINCE SHALL PROVIDE A BULL FOR A SIN OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 45:22, A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO YOUNG PIGEONS IN LUKE 2:24, SIN OFFERINGS FROM THE LEADERS IN NUMBERS 7:16, 22, 28, 34, 40, 46, 52, 58, 64, 70, 76, 82, 87, SEVEN BULLS, RAMS, LAMBS AND GOATS FOR A SIN OFFERING IN 2ND CHRONICLES 29:21, 12 MALE GOATS FOR A SIN OFFERING IN EZRA 8:35, YOU TOOK NO PLEASURE IN BURNT OFFERINGS AND SIN OFFERINGS IN HEBREWS 10:6, YOU DID NOT DESIRE BURNT OFFERINGS AND SIN OFFERINGS IN HEBREWS 10:8. GUILT OFFERINGS: INSTRUCTIONS ON THE GUILT OFFERING IN LEVITICUS 7:1-7, THIS IS THE LAW OF THE GUILT OFFERING IN LEVITICUS 7:37, IT IS A GUILT OFFERING IN LEVITICUS 5:19; 7:5, GUILT OFFERINGS BELONG TO THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] IN NUMBERS 18:9, ONE MALE LAMB FOR A GUILT OFFERING IN LEVITICUS 14:21, A RAM FOR THEIR GUILT IN EZRA 10:19, THE MOST HOLY OFFERINGS, THE GRAIN OFFERING, SIN OFFERING AND GUILT OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 42:13, TWO TABLES ON WHICH TO KILL THE BURNT OFFERING, SIN OFFERING AND GUILT OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 40:39, BOILING THE GUILT OFFERING AND THE SIN OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 46:20, PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] SHALL EAT THE CEREAL OFFERING, SIN OFFERING AND GUILT OFFERING IN EZEKIEL 44:29, GUILT OFFERING FOR SIN IN LEVITICUS 5:15-16, 18-19; 6:6-7; 19:21-22, FOR A CLEANSED LEPER IN LEVITICUS 14:12-14, 17, 25, 28, FOR A DEFILED NAZIRITE IN NUMBERS 6:12, THE PHILISTINES GAVE A GUILT OFFERING WITH THE ARK IN 1ST SAMUEL 6:3-4, 8, 17, THE SUFFERING SERVANT WILL BE A GUILT OFFERING IN ISAIAH 53:10. WAVE OFFERINGS: THE WAVE OFFERING IN EXODUS 29:24, 26; LEVITICUS 7:30; 8:27, 29; 9:21; 14:12, 21, 24 & NUMBERS 6:19-20, THE GOLD OF THE WAVE OFFERING IN EXODUS 38:24, THE LEVITES [PRIVATES] WERE PRESENTED AS A WAVE OFFERING IN NUMBERS 8:11, 13, 15, 21, WAVE THE SHEAF OF FIRST FRUITS IN LEVITICUS 23:11, WAVING THE CEREAL OFFERING OF JEALOUSY IN NUMBERS 5:25, LOAVES FOR A WAVE OFFERING IN LEVITICUS 23:17, 20, WAVE OFFERINGS ARE GIVEN TO THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] IN NUMBERS 18:11, 18, WAVE OFFERINGS TO BE EATEN BY THE PRIESTS [SERGEANTS] IN LEVITICUS 10:15.
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IN THE BUSINESS/CHURCH IN THE CHRISTIAN NUMBER 1 IN LUKE 24
INVERTED 5-POINT STAR PENTAGRAM ALWAYS COMES UP TO THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S STRAIGHT WAYS: THERE ARE SEVERAL MEANINGS TO THE INVERTED PENTAGRAM. REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION, COMING FULL CIRCLE IN YOUR PERMISSIBLE MAGIC STUDIES AND PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL PRACTICES WITH UPTIME DOWNTIME WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT. THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR [WIND], FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY SPIRIT, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY SPIRIT, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY. PERMISSIBLE MESSIANIC EVIL/ GOOD SPIRIT WITH THE CHIEF PRIEST PAUL/JESUS IN ACTS 19:11-15, 17-20. IN THE ANCIENT DAYS THE PENTAGRAM WITH A SINGLE POINT UP WAS USED TO REPRESENT THE GOD, AND THE PENTAGRAM WITH A SINGLE POINT DOWN WAS USED TO REPRESENT THE GODDESS. THE GOD IN PAGANISM WAS USUALLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE SKY AND A PENTAGRAM WITH AN UPWARD POINT SYMBOLIZED HIM (THE SPIRIT, THE SINGLE POINT ON THE PENTAGRAM) GUIDING NATURE (THE FOUR ELEMENTS) FROM ABOVE. NOW, THE MOTHER GODDESS WAS CONCEIVED OF AS DWELLING WITHIN IN THE EARTH. SO, A PENTAGRAM WITH A DOWNWARD POINT SYMBOLIZED HER (THE SPIRIT, THE SINGLE POINT ON THE PENTAGRAM) GUIDING NATURE (THE FOUR ELEMENTS) FROM BELOW. OF COURSE, IN MOST MODERN PHILOSOPHIES THERE IS NO SPIRIT, SPIRIT IS REPLACED BY THE TERM “MIND” OR “CONSCIOUSNESS”.  AND A PENTAGRAM WOULD SYMBOLIZE SOME KIND OF “CONSCIOUSNESS” GUIDING NATURE. BUT WHO’S “CONSCIOUSNESS” GUIDES THIS WORLD? IS IT GOD, WHO DWELLS ABOVE US IN THE HEAVENS? OR IS IT A CREATURE OF THIS EARTH? IT IS ULTIMATELY THE SYMBOL OF THE STAR SIRIUS (FROM THE GREEK WORD “SCORCHING”) OR “DOG STAR.” IT IS KNOWN BY THE EGYPTIANS AS SET (OR SATAN). IDENTIFIED BY THE MASONIC LODGE AS THE “BLAZING STAR,” IT IS FOUND AT THE CENTER OF EVERY MASONIC LODGE AND IS THE OFFICIAL EMBLEM OF THE ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR. THE PENTAGRAM WITH TWO POINTS UP (INVERTED) IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE SECOND-DEGREE INITIATION AND IN THIS CONTEXT HAS NO RELATION TO SATANISM. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 5 [WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. KABBALA TEACHES THAT THE 5 POINTS INDICATE THE EXTENT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY (NORTH, SOUTH, EAST, WEST, UP AND DOWN MINUS THE NUMBER 0). THE 5-POINTED STAR ALSO HAS ROOTS IN PAGANISM. THE 5-POINTED STAR LIKE THIS SOMETIMES REPRESENTS THE 5 GREEK MUSES. IT CAN ALSO REPRESENT THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT LISTED IN THE BOOK OF GALATIANS IN THE HOLY BIBLE: SEXLESS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE AND KINDNESS. CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM? CHRISTIAN KABBALISTS OF THE RENAISSANCE WERE ESPECIALLY ENAMORED OF THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH THEY VIEWED AS A MYSTICAL PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST – TO THEM, IT SYMBOLIZED CHRIST AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. A FAVORITE GEMATRIC FEAT WAS TO ADD THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (SYMBOLIZING FIRE AND THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST) TO THE BIBLICAL FOUR-LETTER NAME OF GOD (YHVH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, MOST COMMONLY [AND INCORRECTLY] PRONOUNCED ‘JEHOVAH’) YIELDING YHSHVH- Y’HESHUA, OR JESUS. THERE IS A SECRET BIBLICAL CONNECTION, AS WELL, IN THE NAME OF THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY OF PENTECOST- THE DAY THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON THE APOSTLES OF JESUS IS ONE OF MANY GEOMETRICAL ‘PROOFS’ IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISGUISED AS STORIES. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 10 [WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF WILL ETERNALLY USE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] BLACK MAGIC OR PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE MAGIC TO ETERNALLY ARREST YOU AND ETERNALLY STRIKE YOU WITH ETERNAL TRUTH BECAUSE YOU KNOW THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN THE LORD’S ETERNAL STRAIGHT WAYS IN PAYING YOUR 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE TO THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & ETERNALLY GIVEN, ETERNALLY PROTECTED, OR ETERNALLY SAVED AND ETERNALLY BLESSED, FULL ETERNAL HEALTH & ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED BECAUSE YOU TELL THE ETERNAL TRUTH ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11.      
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THE TOP CHAMPION OF THE USA
[image: ]    
***THE TRUMP SAVIOR & LAWGIVER                            THE TRUMP SAVIOR & LAWGIVER***
     
THE 45TH US PRESIDENT TRUMP AS THE TOP COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE USA
THE US PRESIDENT OF THE USA HAS THE TOP RANK OF THE 6-GOLD STAR GENERAL IN THE US ARMED FORCES!!!!
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***THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA [image: ] THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA***
LAND OF THE FREE, HOME OF THE BRAVE!!!
THE 45TH US PRESIDENT TRUMP AS THE TOP COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE USA
THE US PRESIDENT OF THE USA HAS THE TOP RANK OF THE 8-SILVER STAR GENERAL IN THE US ARMED FORCES!!!!
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IN THE BUSINESS/CHURCH IN THE CHRISTIAN NUMBER 2 IN ACTS 1
5-POINT STAR PENTACLE ALWAYS COMES UP TO THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S STRAIGHT WAYS: REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION, COMING FULL CIRCLE IN YOUR PERMISSIBLE MAGIC STUDIES AND PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL PRACTICES WITH UPTIME DOWNTIME WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT. A FIVE-POINTED TRANSPARENT STAR WITH NO CIRCLE. THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR [WIND], FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY SPIRIT, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY SPIRIT, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY. PERMISSIBLE MESSIANIC EVIL/ GOOD SPIRIT WITH THE CHIEF PRIEST JESUS IN ACTS 19:11-15, 17-20. A PENTACLE (SOMETIMES KNOWN AS A PENTALPHA OR PENTANGLE OR A STAR PENTAGON) IS THE SHAPE OF A FIVE-POINTED STAR DRAWN WITH FIVE STRAIGHT STROKES. THE WORD “PENTACLE” IS SOMETIMES USED SYNONYMOUSLY WITH “PENTAGRAM”, AND THIS USAGE IS BORNE OUT BY THE OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY, ALTHOUGH THAT WORK SPECIFIES THAT A CIRCUMSCRIPTION MAKES THE SHAPE MORE PARTICULARLY A PENTACLE. FIVE-POINTED STAR – PENTAGRAM: THE FIVE-POINTED STAR, A SUMERIAN SYMBOL FOR VENUS, ORIGINATES IN THE ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATION BY THESE ANCIENTS OF THE MOVEMENT OF THE PLANET THROUGH THE SEASONS. IN PYTHAGOREAN MYSTICISM THE PENTAGRAM STANDS FOR THE HUMAN BEING (A FIGURE WITH ARMS AND LEGS OUTSTRETCHED). PYTHAGOREANS USED THE SYMBOL AS A WISH FOR GOOD HEALTH. ONE FAMOUS FIVE-POINTED STAR THAT’S VERY POPULAR IN TATTOOS IS THE NAUTICAL STAR. THIS SYMBOL IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE U.S. ARMY, U.S AIRFORCE, U.S. NAVY, THE U.S. COASTAL GUARD, AND THE U.S. MARINES. IT’S OFTEN DONE IN RED AND BLACK FOR TATTOOS. BECAUSE THE NAUTICAL STAR IS A REPRESENTATION OF THE NORTH STAR, IT CAN ALSO SYMBOLIZE FINDING YOUR WAY IN LIFE OR FINDING YOUR WAY BACK HOME. THE NAUTICAL STAR TATTOO HAS BEEN A SYMBOL FOR LESBIANS [CATAMITES KNOWN AS FEMALE HOMOSEXUALS] AND IS SOMETIMES USED AS A GENERAL LGBTQ SYMBOL. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 5 [WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. KABBALA TEACHES THAT THE 5 POINTS INDICATE THE EXTENT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY (NORTH, SOUTH, EAST, WEST, UP AND DOWN MINUS THE NUMBER 0). THE 5-POINTED STAR ALSO HAS ROOTS IN PAGANISM. THE 5-POINTED STAR LIKE THIS SOMETIMES REPRESENTS THE 5 GREEK MUSES. IT CAN ALSO REPRESENT THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT LISTED IN THE BOOK OF GALATIANS IN THE HOLY BIBLE: SEXLESS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE AND KINDNESS. CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM? CHRISTIAN KABBALISTS OF THE RENAISSANCE WERE ESPECIALLY ENAMORED OF THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH THEY VIEWED AS A MYSTICAL PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST – TO THEM, IT SYMBOLIZED CHRIST AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. A FAVORITE GEMATRIC FEAT WAS TO ADD THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (SYMBOLIZING FIRE AND THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST) TO THE BIBLICAL FOUR-LETTER NAME OF GOD (YHVH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, MOST COMMONLY [AND INCORRECTLY] PRONOUNCED ‘JEHOVAH’) YIELDING YHSHVH- Y’HESHUA, OR JESUS. THERE IS A SECRET BIBLICAL CONNECTION, AS WELL, IN THE NAME OF THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY OF PENTECOST- THE DAY THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON THE APOSTLES OF JESUS IS ONE OF MANY GEOMETRICAL ‘PROOFS’ IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISGUISED AS STORIES. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 10 [WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF WILL ETERNALLY USE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] BLACK MAGIC OR PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE MAGIC TO ETERNALLY ARREST YOU AND ETERNALLY STRIKE YOU WITH ETERNAL TRUTH BECAUSE YOU KNOW THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN THE LORD’S ETERNAL STRAIGHT WAYS IN PAYING YOUR 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE TO THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & ETERNALLY GIVEN, ETERNALLY PROTECTED, OR ETERNALLY SAVED AND ETERNALLY BLESSED, FULL ETERNAL HEALTH & ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED BECAUSE YOU TELL THE ETERNAL TRUTH ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11.      
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IN THE BUSINESS/CHURCH IN THE CHRISTIAN NUMBER 3 IN ACTS 2
ENCIRCLED 5-POINT STAR PENTACLE ALWAYS COMES UP TO THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S STRAIGHT WAYS: REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION, COMING FULL CIRCLE IN YOUR PERMISSIBLE MAGIC STUDIES AND PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL PRACTICES WITH UPTIME DOWNTIME WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT. THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR [WIND], FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY SPIRIT, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY SPIRIT, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY. PERMISSIBLE MESSIANIC EVIL/ GOOD SPIRIT WITH THE CHIEF PRIEST JESUS IN ACTS 19:11-15, 17-20. THIS IS THE QUINTESSENTIAL HUMAN POTENTIAL -TO BE ABLE TO TRANSCEND MATERIALITY THROUGH MATERIALITY. THIS IS A POWERFUL OCCULT MAGICAL SIGN OF PROTECTION. THE PENTACLE IS ALSO AN ICON FOR MAN WITHIN THE CIRCLE OF THE DIVINE. THE CIRCLE ITSELF USUALLY SYMBOLIZING THE ETERNAL LIFE OF THE DIVINE, A NEVER-ENDING LOOP. THE PENTACLE IS A WIDELY RECOGNIZED SYMBOL FOR WITCHCRAFT, MAGIC AND SORCERY. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 5 [WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. KABBALA TEACHES THAT THE 5 POINTS INDICATE THE EXTENT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY (NORTH, SOUTH, EAST, WEST, UP AND DOWN MINUS THE NUMBER 0). THE 5-POINTED STAR ALSO HAS ROOTS IN PAGANISM. THE 5-POINTED STAR LIKE THIS SOMETIMES REPRESENTS THE 5 GREEK MUSES. IT CAN ALSO REPRESENT THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT LISTED IN THE BOOK OF GALATIANS IN THE HOLY BIBLE: SEXLESS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE AND KINDNESS. CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM? CHRISTIAN KABBALISTS OF THE RENAISSANCE WERE ESPECIALLY ENAMORED OF THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH THEY VIEWED AS A MYSTICAL PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST – TO THEM, IT SYMBOLIZED CHRIST AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. A FAVORITE GEMATRIC FEAT WAS TO ADD THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (SYMBOLIZING FIRE AND THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST) TO THE BIBLICAL FOUR-LETTER NAME OF GOD (YHVH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, MOST COMMONLY [AND INCORRECTLY] PRONOUNCED ‘JEHOVAH’) YIELDING YHSHVH- Y’HESHUA, OR JESUS. THERE IS A SECRET BIBLICAL CONNECTION, AS WELL, IN THE NAME OF THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY OF PENTECOST- THE DAY THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON THE APOSTLES OF JESUS IS ONE OF MANY GEOMETRICAL ‘PROOFS’ IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISGUISED AS STORIES. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 10 [WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF WILL ETERNALLY USE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] BLACK MAGIC OR PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE MAGIC TO ETERNALLY ARREST YOU AND ETERNALLY STRIKE YOU WITH ETERNAL TRUTH BECAUSE YOU KNOW THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN THE LORD’S ETERNAL STRAIGHT WAYS IN PAYING YOUR 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE TO THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & ETERNALLY GIVEN, ETERNALLY PROTECTED, OR ETERNALLY SAVED AND ETERNALLY BLESSED, FULL ETERNAL HEALTH & ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED BECAUSE YOU TELL THE ETERNAL TRUTH ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11.      
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IN THE BUSINESS/CHURCH IN THE CHRISTIAN NUMBER 4 IN ACTS 3
5-POINT STAR PENTAGRAM ALWAYS COMES UP TO THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S STRAIGHT WAYS: REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION, COMING FULL CIRCLE IN YOUR PERMISSIBLE MAGIC STUDIES AND PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL PRACTICES WITH UPTIME DOWNTIME WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT. THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR [WIND], FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY SPIRIT, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY SPIRIT, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY. PERMISSIBLE MESSIANIC EVIL/ GOOD SPIRIT WITH THE CHIEF PRIEST JESUS IN ACTS 19:11-15, 17-20. THE FIVE-SIDED, TRANSPARENT STAR, ENCLOSED WITHIN A CIRCLE. ONE OF THE OLDEST MARKING KNOWN TO HUMANKIND. DATING BACK TO EUROPE AS FAR AS 8000 YEARS AGO. THE WORD PENTAGRAM COMES FROM THE GREEK WORD PENTAGRAMMON A NOUN FORM OF PENTAGRAMMOS, A WORD MEANING ROUGHLY “FIVE-LINED” OR “FIVE LINES”. THE CIRCLE THAT ENCLOSES THE PENTACLE, MAKING IT A PENTAGRAM. USED IN CASTING NORMAL ELEMENTALS, AS YOU BRING IN THE ESSENCES OF THE ELEMENT. YOU ARE BRINGING THE ELEMENTS, ELEMENTALS, GUARDIANS, AND WATCH TOWERS INTO A SACRED SPACE. A CIRCLE. THE PENTAGRAM IS ONE OF THE OLDEST MARKINGS KNOWN TO HUMANKIND, APPARENTLY DISCOVERED BY ASTRONOMICAL RESEARCH IN THE TIGRIS-EUPHRATES REGION OF THE MIDDLE EAST AS FAR BACK AS 6000 B.C.E. ISOLATED PENTAGRAMS HAVE BEEN FOUND IN ISRAEL, IN LAYERS DATING TO 4000 B.C.E. IT THEN SHOWS UP AMONG THE SUMERIANS, WITH THE FIVE POINTS BELIEVED BY SCHOLARS TO REPRESENT EITHER THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH AND “THE VAULT OF HEAVEN,” OR THE FIVE VISIBLE PLANETS OF THE NIGHT SKY: JUPITER, MERCURY, MARS, SATURN, AND VENUS (WITH VENUS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE QUEEN OF HEAVEN). MOST SCHOLARS TEND TO DISMISS THE FIRST THEORY AS FAR FETCHED, BUT IT IS DIFFICULT TO ASCERTAIN EXACTLY WHAT THE PENTAGRAM MEANT TO ANCIENT PEOPLES DUE TO THE LACK OF THOROUGH DOCUMENTATION. IN FACT, THERE IS NO CLEAR EVIDENCE ON HOW THE PENTAGRAM WAS USED, ESPECIALLY AFTER SUMER, UNTIL AROUND 400 B.C.E. AND THE RISE OF PYTHAGOREAN MYSTICISM. THE PYTHAGOREANS CALLED THE PENTAGRAM, ΎΓΙΕΙΑ (HYGIEIA) (“HEALTH;” ALSO THE GREEK GODDESS OF HEALTH, HYGIEIA), AND SAW IN THE PENTAGRAM A MATHEMATICAL PERFECTION WHICH WOULD LATER COME TO BE KNOWN AS THE GOLDEN RATIO. THE PYTHAGOREANS, NAMED SO AFTER PYTHAGORAS (FL 580-500, B.C.E.), A MATHEMATICIAN WHO ENCOURAGED HIS FOLLOWERS TO SEEK OUT TRUTH AND KNOWLEDGE, WERE DRIVEN UNDERGROUND, AND USED THE PENTAGRAM TO IDENTIFY THEMSELVES TO EACH OTHER, SIGNING LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS WITH IT. DURING THIS TIME, THE PENTAGRAM REPRESENTED THE FIVE POINTS OF A HUMAN BEING: TWO FEET, TWO HANDS, AND ONE HEAD, ALTHOUGH THIS SEEMS TO UNDERESTIMATE THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE PYTHAGOREANS, AS THEY WERE ALMOST UNDOUBTEDLY AWARE OF ITS MATHEMATICAL PROPERTIES.  WHAT IS KNOWN WITH A GOOD AMOUNT OF CERTAINTY, HOWEVER, IS THAT THE PENTAGRAM WAS THE MAIN IMAGE IN THE LOGOTYPE, OR OFFICIAL SEAL OF THE CITY OF JERUSALEM DURING THE PERIOD OF 300-150 B.C.E. THE ANCIENT PYTHAGOREAN PENTAGRAM WAS DRAWN WITH TWO POINTS UP AND REPRESENTED THE DOCTRINE OF PENTEMYCHOS. PENTEMYCHOS MEANS “FIVE RECESSES” OR “FIVE CHAMBERS,” ALSO KNOWN AS THE PENTAGONAS—THE FIVE-ANGLE, AND WAS THE TITLE OF A WORK WRITTEN BY PYTHAGORAS’S TEACHER AND FRIEND, PHERECYDES OF SYROS. HEINRICH CORNELIUS AGRIPPA, AMONG OTHERS, PERPETUATED THE POPULARITY OF THE PENTAGRAM AS A MAGICAL SYMBOL, MAINTAINING AN ATTRIBUTION OF ELEMENTS (EARTH, FIRE, AIR, WATER) TO THE FIVE POINTS. BY THE MID-NINETEENTH CENTURY, A FURTHER DISTINCTION HAD DEVELOPED AMONGST OCCULTISTS REGARDING THE PENTAGRAM’S ORIENTATION. WITH A SINGLE POINT UPWARDS, IT DEPICTED SPIRIT PRESIDING OVER THE FOUR ELEMENTS OF MATTER, AND WAS ESSENTIALLY “GOOD.” CONVERSELY, A PENTAGRAM WITH TWO POINTS UP WAS CONSIDERED EVIL. AT OTHER TIMES ALSO, ESPECIALLY DURING THE MIDDLE AGES, IT CAME TO REPRESENT DEVIL WORSHIP. THE PENTAGRAM WAS ALSO A SYMBOL OF CHRIST’S FIVE WOUNDS IN EARLY CHRISTIANITY (THAT’S ONE OF THE REASONS WHY IT’S ON SIR GAWAIN’S SHIELD IN SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN KNIGHT.) TODAY IT’S MOSTLY USED AS A SYMBOL OF WICCA, OFTEN WITHIN A CIRCLE. (IN THIS FORM, IT’S USUALLY CALLED A PENTACLE.) IT REPRESENTS FIVE ELEMENTS: EARTH, AIR, WATER, FIRE, AND SPIRIT. FREEMASONS ALSO USE THE PENTAGRAM SYMBOL. WICCANS DON’T BELIEVE IN THE DEVIL, BUT SATANISTS SOMETIMES USE THIS SYMBOL UPSIDE-DOWN. THE SAME WAY THAT THEY’LL SOMETIMES USE AN UPSIDE-DOWN CHRISTIAN CROSS, AS A FORM OF MOCKERY. THIS IS A RECENT DEVELOPMENT, THOUGH. FOR CENTURIES, AN UPSIDE-DOWN CROSS WAS THE CROSS OF ST. PETER, A SACRED SYMBOL FOR CHRISTIANS. KABBALA TEACHES THAT THE 5 POINTS INDICATE THE EXTENT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY (NORTH, SOUTH, EAST, WEST, UP AND DOWN MINUS THE NUMBER 0). IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 5 [WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. THE 5-POINTED STAR ALSO HAS ROOTS IN PAGANISM. THE 5-POINTED STAR LIKE THIS SOMETIMES REPRESENTS THE 5 GREEK MUSES. IT CAN ALSO REPRESENT THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT LISTED IN THE BOOK OF GALATIANS IN THE HOLY BIBLE: SEXLESS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE AND KINDNESS. CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM? CHRISTIAN KABBALISTS OF THE RENAISSANCE WERE ESPECIALLY ENAMORED OF THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH THEY VIEWED AS A MYSTICAL PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST – TO THEM, IT SYMBOLIZED CHRIST AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. A FAVORITE GEMATRIC FEAT WAS TO ADD THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (SYMBOLIZING FIRE AND THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST) TO THE BIBLICAL FOUR-LETTER NAME OF GOD (YHVH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, MOST COMMONLY [AND INCORRECTLY] PRONOUNCED ‘JEHOVAH’) YIELDING YHSHVH- Y’HESHUA, OR JESUS. THERE IS A SECRET BIBLICAL CONNECTION, AS WELL, IN THE NAME OF THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY OF PENTECOST- THE DAY THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON THE APOSTLES OF JESUS IS ONE OF MANY GEOMETRICAL ‘PROOFS’ IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISGUISED AS STORIES. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 10 [WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF WILL ETERNALLY USE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] BLACK MAGIC OR PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE MAGIC TO ETERNALLY ARREST YOU AND ETERNALLY STRIKE YOU WITH ETERNAL TRUTH BECAUSE YOU KNOW THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN THE LORD’S ETERNAL STRAIGHT WAYS IN PAYING YOUR 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE TO THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & ETERNALLY GIVEN, ETERNALLY PROTECTED, OR ETERNALLY SAVED AND ETERNALLY BLESSED, FULL ETERNAL HEALTH & ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED BECAUSE YOU TELL THE ETERNAL TRUTH ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11.      
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IN THE BUSINESS/CHURCH IN THE CHRISTIAN NUMBER 5 IN ACTS 4
6-POINT STAR PENTAGRAM ALWAYS COMES UP TO THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S STRAIGHT WAYS: REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION, COMING FULL CIRCLE IN YOUR PERMISSIBLE MAGIC STUDIES AND PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL PRACTICES WITH UPTIME DOWNTIME WITH THE NUMBER 0. THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE SIXTH, HOLY SPIRIT, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY SPIRIT, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH THE NUMBER 0. PERMISSIBLE MESSIANIC EVIL/ GOOD SPIRIT WITH THE CHIEF PRIEST JESUS IN ACTS 19:11-15, 17-20. THERE IS NO REFERENCE TO THE STAR (OR SHIELD) OF DAVID IN THE HOLY BIBLE. THERE ARE SEVERAL RABBINICAL TALES AS TO THE ORIGIN OF THE STAR OF DAVID. THESE RANGE FROM THE STAR BEING THE SHAPE OF KING DAVID'S SHIELD, TO BEING THE SYMBOL ON KING SOLOMON'S SIGNET (SEAL) RING, TO BEING AN INVENTION OF BAR KOKHBA, THE JEWISH LEADER WHO LED WHAT IS KNOWN AS THE BAR KOKHBA REVOLT AGAINST THE ROMAN EMPIRE IN A.D. 132. MEKUBBALIM (FOLLOWERS OF KABBALA) CLAIM THAT THE SYMBOL HAS MAGICAL POWERS. THERE IS NO EXPLICIT HISTORICAL OR ARCHAEOLOGICAL SUPPORT FOR ANY OF THOSE CLAIMS. THE STAR CONSISTS OF TWO INTERTWINED TRIANGLES: ONE POINTING UP TO GOD AND THE OTHER POINTING DOWN TO MAN, SYMBOLIZING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO—"THE INTERPENETRATION OF TWO REALMS" (SOURCE: FRANZ ROSENZWEIG, STAR OF REDEMPTION, 1912). THE SIX POINTS ARE SAID BY ROSENZWEIG TO REPRESENT TWO TRIADS: CREATION, REVELATION, AND REDEMPTION, ALONG WITH GOD, ISRAEL, AND THE GENTILE WORLD. THESE ARE ALTERNATIVELY CHARACTERIZED BY EDER AS REPRESENTING THE SIX ASPECTS OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT AS PER ISAIAH 11:2. KABBALA TEACHES THAT THE 6 POINTS INDICATE THE EXTENT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY (NORTH, SOUTH, EAST, WEST, UP, AND DOWN). THE STAR HAS 12 LINES ABOUT ITS PERIMETER, POSSIBLY REPRESENTING THE 12 TRIBES OF ISRAEL. THE EARLIEST ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS BEARING THE SIGN ARE A JEW'S TOMBSTONE IN TARENTUM, ITALY, DATING TO THE 3RD CENTURY & ITS APPEARANCE ON THE WALL OF A 6TH-CENTURY SYNAGOGUE WITHIN THE BORDERS OF ANCIENT ISRAEL. IT WAS USED INFREQUENTLY UNTIL ITS OFFICIAL ADOPTION BY JEWS IN PRAGUE IN THE 17TH CENTURY & LATER BY THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT IN 1897. NAZI GERMANY USED THE SYMBOL TO MARK JEWS WITHIN THEIR BORDERS, & AFTER MUCH DEBATE, IT CAME TO BE USED ON THE NATIONAL FLAG OF RECONSTITUTED ISRAEL IN 1948. AS A RESULT, THE STAR OF DAVID IS NOW UNIVERSALLY RECOGNIZED AS A REPRESENTATION OF JUDAISM, ISRAEL, & ZIONISM. THE STAR OF DAVID, IS THE SYMBOL OF THE JEWISH FAITH. THIS SYMBOL STARTED TO GET WIDESPREAD USAGE IN EASTERN EUROPE IN THE 19TH CENTURY, THOUGH ITS IDENTIFICATION AS THE STAR OF DAVID DATES BACK TO AT LEAST TWO CENTURIES BEFORE THAT. A SIX-POINTED STAR IN A CIRCLE IS KNOWN AS THE SEAL OF SOLOMON. LEGEND HAS IT THAT SOLOMON HAD A MAGIC RING WITH THIS SYMBOL, SET WITH FOUR STONES FROM FOUR DIFFERENT ANGELS, WHICH ALLOWED HIM TO CONTROL DEMONS. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 6 [WITH NUMBER 0] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. THE 6-POINTED STAR ALSO HAS ROOTS IN PAGANISM. THE 6-POINTED STAR LIKE THIS SOMETIMES REPRESENTS THE 6 GREEK MUSES. IT CAN ALSO REPRESENT THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT LISTED IN THE BOOK OF GALATIANS IN THE HOLY BIBLE: SEXLESS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, KINDNESS AND GOODNESS. CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM? CHRISTIAN KABBALISTS OF THE RENAISSANCE WERE ESPECIALLY ENAMORED OF THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH THEY VIEWED AS A MYSTICAL PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST – TO THEM, IT SYMBOLIZED CHRIST AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. A FAVORITE GEMATRIC FEAT WAS TO ADD THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (SYMBOLIZING FIRE AND THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST) TO THE BIBLICAL FOUR-LETTER NAME OF GOD (YHVH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, MOST COMMONLY [AND INCORRECTLY] PRONOUNCED ‘JEHOVAH’) YIELDING YHSHVH- Y’HESHUA, OR JESUS. THERE IS A SECRET BIBLICAL CONNECTION, AS WELL, IN THE NAME OF THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY OF PENTECOST- THE DAY THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON THE APOSTLES OF JESUS IS ONE OF MANY GEOMETRICAL ‘PROOFS’ IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISGUISED AS STORIES. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 10 [WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF WILL ETERNALLY USE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] BLACK MAGIC OR PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE MAGIC TO ETERNALLY ARREST YOU AND ETERNALLY STRIKE YOU WITH ETERNAL TRUTH BECAUSE YOU KNOW THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN THE LORD’S ETERNAL STRAIGHT WAYS IN PAYING YOUR 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE TO THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & ETERNALLY GIVEN, ETERNALLY PROTECTED, OR ETERNALLY SAVED AND ETERNALLY BLESSED, FULL ETERNAL HEALTH & ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED BECAUSE YOU TELL THE ETERNAL TRUTH ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11.      
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IN THE BUSINESS/CHURCH IN THE CHRISTIAN NUMBER 6 IN ACTS 5
7-POINT STAR SEPTAGRAM ALWAYS COMES UP TO THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S STRAIGHT WAYS: REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION, COMING FULL CIRCLE IN YOUR PERMISSIBLE MAGIC STUDIES AND PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL PRACTICES WITH UPTIME DOWNTIME. THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE SIXTH, HOLY SPIRIT, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY SPIRIT, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME. PERMISSIBLE MESSIANIC EVIL/ GOOD SPIRIT WITH THE CHIEF PRIEST JESUS IN ACTS 19:11-15, 17-20. A SEVEN-POINTED STAR, A SYMBOL OF SYNTHESIS AND MYSTERY DUE TO ITS LINKS WITH THE NUMBER SEVEN. SEVEN IS AN INTEGRATING NUMBER, ENCAPSULATING AS IT DOES THE HIERARCHICAL ORDERS OF CLASSICAL MYSTICAL THOUGHT. THERE ARE SEVEN PLANETARY SPHERES GOVERNED BY THE SEVEN PLANETS OF CLASSICAL ASTROLOGY, SEVEN COLORS IN THE RAINBOW, SEVEN DAYS OF THE WEEK AND SEVEN DISTINCT NOTES IN A DIATONIC MUSICAL SCALE. THE SEPTAGRAM IS ALSO REFERRED TO OR CALLED “THE ELVEN STAR”. SEVEN-POINTED STAR – HEPTAGRAM: THE 7-POINTED STAR IS A HEPTAGRAM, A FAMILIAR MOTIF DURING HELLENISTIC TIMES WHEN THE 7-DAY WEEK WAS FIRST ADOPTED. EACH POINT REFERS TO A DAY OF THE WEEK AND A CELESTIAL BODY, STARTING CLOCKWISE WITH SUNDAY AT THE TOP POINT, THEN, THE SUN, THE MOON, MARS, MERCURY, JUPITER, VENUS, SATURN. SEVEN IS A DYNAMIC NUMBER OF, MAGICAL SIGNIFICANCE IN MOST CULTURES. KABBALA TEACHES THAT THE 7 POINTS INDICATE THE EXTENT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY (NORTH, NORTHEAST, SOUTH, EAST, WEST, UP, AND DOWN). A POINTIER SEVEN-POINTED STAR IS CALLED THE ELVEN STAR OR THE FAERY STAR IN WICCAN AND NEOPAGAN TRADITIONS. THE STAR IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE ARCHANGEL ANAEL. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 7 AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. THE 7-POINTED STAR ALSO HAS ROOTS IN PAGANISM. THE 7-POINTED STAR LIKE THIS SOMETIMES REPRESENTS THE 7 GREEK MUSES. IT CAN ALSO REPRESENT THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT LISTED IN THE BOOK OF GALATIANS IN THE HOLY BIBLE: SEXLESS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS AND FAITHFULNESS. CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM? CHRISTIAN KABBALISTS OF THE RENAISSANCE WERE ESPECIALLY ENAMORED OF THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH THEY VIEWED AS A MYSTICAL PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST – TO THEM, IT SYMBOLIZED CHRIST AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. A FAVORITE GEMATRIC FEAT WAS TO ADD THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (SYMBOLIZING FIRE AND THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST) TO THE BIBLICAL FOUR-LETTER NAME OF GOD (YHVH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, MOST COMMONLY [AND INCORRECTLY] PRONOUNCED ‘JEHOVAH’) YIELDING YHSHVH- Y’HESHUA, OR JESUS. THERE IS A SECRET BIBLICAL CONNECTION, AS WELL, IN THE NAME OF THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY OF PENTECOST- THE DAY THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON THE APOSTLES OF JESUS IS ONE OF MANY GEOMETRICAL ‘PROOFS’ IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISGUISED AS STORIES. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 10 [WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF WILL ETERNALLY USE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] BLACK MAGIC OR PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE MAGIC TO ETERNALLY ARREST YOU AND ETERNALLY STRIKE YOU WITH ETERNAL TRUTH BECAUSE YOU KNOW THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN THE LORD’S ETERNAL STRAIGHT WAYS IN PAYING YOUR 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE TO THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & ETERNALLY GIVEN, ETERNALLY PROTECTED, OR ETERNALLY SAVED AND ETERNALLY BLESSED, FULL ETERNAL HEALTH & ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED BECAUSE YOU TELL THE ETERNAL TRUTH ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11.      
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IN THE WAY TO THE HOUSE IN THE CHRISTIAN NUMBER 7 IN ACTS 6
8-POINT STAR OCTAGRAM ALWAYS COMES UP TO THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S STRAIGHT WAYS: REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION, COMING FULL CIRCLE IN YOUR PERMISSIBLE MAGIC STUDIES AND PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL PRACTICES WITH UPTIME DOWNTIME. THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE SIXTH, HOLY SPIRIT/HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY SPIRIT/HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME. PERMISSIBLE MESSIANIC EVIL/ GOOD SPIRIT WITH THE CHIEF PRIEST JESUS/STEPHEN IN ACTS 19:11-15, 17-20. THE EIGHT-POINT STAR WAS USED AS A SYMBOL LONG BEFORE THE RISE OF ISLAM.  AN ITALIAN NOBLEMAN NAMED PIETRO DELLA VALLE DISCOVERED THE USE OF AN EIGHT-POINT STAR AS A SEAL IN THE RUINS OF THE ANCIENT CITY OF UR (~2000BC), TELL AL MUQAYYAR, IN THE MID-SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. HE WROTE “I FOUND ON THE GROUND SOME PIECES OF BLACK MARBLE…WHICH SEEM TO BE A KIND OF SEAL LIKE WHAT THE ORIENTALS USE AT THIS DAY: FOR THEIR SEALS ARE ONLY LETTERS OR WRITTEN WORDS…AMONGST THE OTHER LETTERS I DISCOVERED IN A SHORT TIME WAS…A STAR OF EIGHT POINTS…” THE SUMERIANS USED AN ARRANGEMENT OF LINES AS A SYMBOL FOR BOTH STAR AND GOD. THE LINEAR EIGHT-POINT STAR REPRESENTED THE GODDESS INANNA, SUMERIAN QUEEN OF THE HEAVENS AND ISHTAR (ASTARTE), THE BABYLONIAN GODDESS KNOWN AS “THE LIGHTBRINGER.” AN EIGHT-POINT STAR ENCLOSED WITHIN A CIRCLE WAS THE SYMBOL FOR THE SUN GOD. THE “BABYLONIAN STAR-CULT IS THE CORE AND THE ARCHETYPE OF SUBSEQUENT ASTROLOGY.” FOR CENTURIES, THE GREEKS BELIEVED THAT THE MORNING AND EVENING STAR WE DIFFERENT ENTITIES. THE GREEKS RECOGNIZED VENUS AS THE MORNING AND EVENING STAR IS 400 BC, 1,500 YEARS AFTER SUMERIANS. FURTHER SYMBOLISM OF THE EIGHT-POINT STAR CAN BE DISCOVERED BY EXAMINING ITS ROLE IN ISLAMIC ORNAMENTATION AND PATTERN BUILDING. THE KHATAM IS AT THE HEART OF MANY ISLAMIC ORNAMENTAL PATTERNS. BABYLONIAN: IN BABYLONIAN SYMBOLISM, THE GODDESS ISHTAR IS REPRESENTED BY AN EIGHT-POINTED STARBURST, AND SHE IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PLANET OF VENUS. TODAY, SOME PEOPLE EQUATE THE GREEK APHRODITE, WHOM THE ROMANS EQUATED WITH THEIR VENUS, WITH ISHTAR. BOTH GODDESSES REPRESENT LUST AND SEXUALITY, ALTHOUGH ISHTAR ALSO REPRESENTS FERTILITY AND WAR. EGYPTIAN: OLD KINGDOM EGYPTIANS RECOGNIZED A GROUP OF EIGHT DEITIES, FOUR MALES AND, FOUR FEMALES WITH THE FEMALE BEARING FEMININE FORMS OF THE MALE NAMES: NU, NANET, AMUN, AMUNET, KUK, KAUKET, HUH, AND HAUHET. EACH PAIR REPRESENTS A PRIMAL FORCE, WATER, AIR, DARKNESS, AND INFINITY, AND TOGETHER THEY CREATE THE WORLD AND THE SUN GOD RA FROM THE PRIMORDIAL WATERS. TOGETHER, THESE EIGHT ARE KNOWN AS THE OGDOAD, AND THIS CONTEXT IS BORROWED BY OTHER CULTURES WHICH MAY REPRESENT IT WITH AN OCTAGRAM. STAR OF LAKSHMI: IN HINDUISM, LAKSHMI, THE GODDESS OF WEALTH, HAS EIGHT EMANATIONS KNOWN AS ASHTALAKSHMI, WHICH ARE REPRESENTED BY TWO ENTWINED SQUARES FORMING AN OCTAGRAM. THESE EMANATIONS REPRESENT EIGHT FORMS OF WEALTH: MONETARY, ABILITY TO TRANSPORT, ENDLESS PROSPERITY, VICTORY, PATIENCE, HEALTH AND NOURISHMENT, KNOWLEDGE, AND FAMILY. EIGHT-POINTED STAR – OCTOGRAM: THE 8-POINTED STAR IS A GNOSTIC SYMBOL, KNOWN AS THE OCTAGRAM OF CREATION. IT IS RELATED TO VENUS, AND ALSO SACRED TO ISHTAR. IN NORDIC TRADITIONS THE OCTAGRAM IS USED TO INVOKE MAGICK AND ALSO AS A PROTECTING IDEOGRAM. CHAOSPHERES HAVE 8 POINTS - ORDER 90 DEGREES AND CHAOS 45 DEGREES 8 POINTS FORMED BY TWO SQUARES: THIS IS THE TRADITIONAL STAR OF ISHTAR. COMPOSED OF TWO INTERTWINED SQUARES, THIS IS A SYMBOL OF REGENERATION. IT IS A SYMBOL FOR THE NATURAL UNIVERSE INTERWEAVING ORDER AND DISORDER, YIN AND YANG, TO CREATE AN ULTIMATELY HARMONIOUS AND BALANCED DESIGN. KABBALA TEACHES THAT THE 8 POINTS INDICATE THE EXTENT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY (NORTH, NORTHEAST, SOUTH, SOUTHEAST, EAST, WEST, UP, AND DOWN). IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 8 [NUMBER 0 TO 7] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. THE 8-POINTED STAR ALSO HAS ROOTS IN PAGANISM. THE 8-POINTED STAR LIKE THIS SOMETIMES REPRESENTS THE 8 GREEK MUSES. IT CAN ALSO REPRESENT THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT LISTED IN THE BOOK OF GALATIANS IN THE HOLY BIBLE: SEXLESS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS AND GENTLENESS. CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM? CHRISTIAN KABBALISTS OF THE RENAISSANCE WERE ESPECIALLY ENAMORED OF THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH THEY VIEWED AS A MYSTICAL PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST – TO THEM, IT SYMBOLIZED CHRIST AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. A FAVORITE GEMATRIC FEAT WAS TO ADD THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (SYMBOLIZING FIRE AND THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST) TO THE BIBLICAL FOUR-LETTER NAME OF GOD (YHVH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, MOST COMMONLY [AND INCORRECTLY] PRONOUNCED ‘JEHOVAH’) YIELDING YHSHVH- Y’HESHUA, OR JESUS. THERE IS A SECRET BIBLICAL CONNECTION, AS WELL, IN THE NAME OF THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY OF PENTECOST- THE DAY THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON THE APOSTLES OF JESUS IS ONE OF MANY GEOMETRICAL ‘PROOFS’ IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISGUISED AS STORIES. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 10 [WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF WILL ETERNALLY USE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] BLACK MAGIC OR PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE MAGIC TO ETERNALLY ARREST YOU AND ETERNALLY STRIKE YOU WITH ETERNAL TRUTH BECAUSE YOU KNOW THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN THE LORD’S ETERNAL STRAIGHT WAYS IN PAYING YOUR 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE TO THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & ETERNALLY GIVEN, ETERNALLY PROTECTED, OR ETERNALLY SAVED AND ETERNALLY BLESSED, FULL ETERNAL HEALTH & ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED BECAUSE YOU TELL THE ETERNAL TRUTH ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11.      
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IN THE HOUSE IN THE CHRISTIAN NUMBER 8 IN ACTS 7
9-POINT STAR ENNEAGRAM ALWAYS COMES UP TO THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S STRAIGHT WAYS: REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION, COMING FULL CIRCLE IN YOUR PERMISSIBLE MAGIC STUDIES AND PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL PRACTICES WITH UPTIME DOWNTIME. THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE SIXTH, HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME. PERMISSIBLE MESSIANIC EVIL/ GOOD SPIRIT WITH THE CHIEF PRIEST SCEVA & THE 7 SONS WITH STEPHEN IN ACTS 19:11-15, 17-20. THE NINE-POINTED STAR AS A SYMBOL OF THE BAHÁ’Í FAITH. THE NINE-POINTED STAR (REPRESENTING THE BAHA’I FAITH) IS SHOWN HERE IN THE MIDST OF NINE WORLD RELIGIONS. BAHA’IS BELIEVE ALL THE WORLD’S MAJOR RELIGIONS ARE PART OF GOD’S CONTINUING REVELATION OF HIS WILL FOR HUMANKIND. THEY BELIEVE EACH INDIVIDUAL HAS A RIGHT AND AN OBLIGATION TO PURSUE TRUTH INDEPENDENTLY, FREE OF COERCION, AND SO RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IS ESSENTIAL FOR THE PROGRESS OF HUMANITY. THE NINE-POINTED STAR IS SHOWN HERE IN THE CENTER OF THE WORLD’S RELIGIOUS SYMBOLS TO EXPRESS THE BELIEF THAT THE BAHA’I REVELATION FULFILLS THE PROPHESIES FOUND IN THE SCRIPTURES OF ALL PAST RELIGIONS. THE NINE-POINTED STAR HAS NOT ONLY A SYMBOLIC MEANING. THE NINE-POINTED STAR IS FORMED BY THREE TRIANGLES, THE TRIANGLES HAVE DIFFERENT MEANING BUT THE MEANING HERE TODAY IS “THE MANIPULATION OF THE HUMAN MIND.” IS NO POSSIBLE TO REACH A CONCLUSION ABOUT THE BAHÁ’I MARK WITHOUT THE BASIC CONCEPTS OF THE TRIANGLE, THE PENTAGRAM AND THE ENNEAGRAM (OR THE NINE-POINTED STAR), LET’S SEE SOME OF THESE SYMBOLS: THE TRIANGLE: THE TRIANGLE IS A GEOMETRICAL FIGURE WHICH LED THE PYRAMID, AND BOTH ARE PART OF THE MASONIC SYMBOLISM. THE TRIANGLE SYMBOLIZES THE QUEST FOR PERFECTION AND MAN’S SEARCH FOR GODS AND COSMIC WISDOM, WHICH ARE CAPTURED BY THE APEX AND RADIATED TO THE BOTTOM OF THE PYRAMID. KABBALA TEACHES THAT THE 9 POINTS INDICATE THE EXTENT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY (NORTH, NORTHEAST, SOUTH, SOUTHEAST, EAST, WEST, NORTHWEST, UP, AND DOWN). THE 9-POINTED STAR ALSO HAS ROOTS IN PAGANISM. A 9-POINTED STAR LIKE THIS SOMETIMES REPRESENTS THE 9 GREEK MUSES. IT CAN ALSO REPRESENT THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT LISTED IN THE BOOK OF GALATIANS IN THE HOLY BIBLE: SEXLESS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS AND SELF-CONTROL. THIS STAR IS OFTEN CALLED AN ENNEAGRAM, BUT THE ENNEAGRAM TODAY USUALLY REFERS TO A PERSONALITY TYPING SYSTEM.  IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 9 [NUMBER 7 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM? CHRISTIAN KABBALISTS OF THE RENAISSANCE WERE ESPECIALLY ENAMORED OF THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH THEY VIEWED AS A MYSTICAL PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST – TO THEM, IT SYMBOLIZED CHRIST AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. A FAVORITE GEMATRIC FEAT WAS TO ADD THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (SYMBOLIZING FIRE AND THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST) TO THE BIBLICAL FOUR-LETTER NAME OF GOD (YHVH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, MOST COMMONLY [AND INCORRECTLY] PRONOUNCED ‘JEHOVAH’) YIELDING YHSHVH- Y’HESHUA, OR JESUS. THERE IS A SECRET BIBLICAL CONNECTION, AS WELL, IN THE NAME OF THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY OF PENTECOST- THE DAY THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON THE APOSTLES OF JESUS IS ONE OF MANY GEOMETRICAL ‘PROOFS’ IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISGUISED AS STORIES. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 10 [WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF WILL ETERNALLY USE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] BLACK MAGIC OR PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE MAGIC TO ETERNALLY ARREST YOU AND ETERNALLY STRIKE YOU WITH ETERNAL TRUTH BECAUSE YOU KNOW THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN THE LORD’S ETERNAL STRAIGHT WAYS IN PAYING YOUR 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE TO THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & ETERNALLY GIVEN, ETERNALLY PROTECTED, OR ETERNALLY SAVED AND ETERNALLY BLESSED, FULL ETERNAL HEALTH & ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED BECAUSE YOU TELL THE ETERNAL TRUTH ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11.      
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IN THE HOUSE IN THE CHRISTIAN NUMBER 9 IN ACTS 9
10-POINT STAR PENTAGRAM ALWAYS COMES UP TO THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S STRAIGHT WAYS: REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION, COMING FULL CIRCLE IN YOUR PERMISSIBLE MAGIC STUDIES AND PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL PRACTICES WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT. THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE SIXTH, HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME. PERMISSIBLE MESSIANIC EVIL/ GOOD SPIRIT WITH THE CHIEF PRIEST SCEVA & THE 7 SONS WITH STEPHEN WITH THE NUMBER 0 IN ACTS 19:11-15, 17-20. RENAISSANCE-ERA RITUAL MAGICIANS, LIKE THE GREEKS, USED THE PENTAGRAM AS A MICROCOSM OF THE HUMAN BODY. THE PRACTICE OF RITUAL MAGIC WAS USED TO CREATE A STATE OF CLOSENESS WITH GOD THROUGH THE USE OF SYMBOLS AND RITUALS TO IMITATE THE DIVINE STATE. IT WAS BELIEVED THAT LIKE AFFECTS LIKE, THAT THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE WORLD OF SYMBOLS AND THE WORLD OF ACTIONS COULD ALSO BE MANIPULATED FOR EVIL PURPOSES. ONE OF THESE MAGICIANS, GIORDANO BRUNO, WARNED OF SUCH MISUSE OF THE POWERFUL PENTACLE BY BLACK MAGICIANS. (THIS IS CENTRAL TO THE PRACTICE OF RITUAL MAGIC, & IS USED IN THE FOUNDATION OF MANY OF ITS RITUALS.) IN THE JEWISH KABBALISTIC TRADITION, WHICH BORROWS MANY PYTHAGOREAN IDEAS, THE PENTAGRAM REPRESENTS THE FIVE UPPER SEPHIROTH ON THE TREE OF LIFE- FIVE NUMBERS, BEING INDIVISIBLE BY ANY BUT THEMSELVES, WHICH REPRESENT PURE ARCHETYPAL FORCES: JUSTICE, MERCY, WISDOM, UNDERSTANDING, AND TRANSCENDENT SPLENDOR. KABBALA TEACHES THAT THE 10 POINTS INDICATE THE EXTENT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY (NORTH, NORTHEAST, SOUTH, SOUTHEAST, EAST, WEST, NORTHWEST, SOUTHWEST, UP, AND DOWN). THE 10-POINTED STAR ALSO HAS ROOTS IN PAGANISM. A 10-POINTED STAR LIKE THIS SOMETIMES REPRESENTS THE 9 GREEK MUSES WITH THE NUMBER 0. IT CAN ALSO REPRESENT THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT LISTED IN THE BOOK OF GALATIANS IN THE HOLY BIBLE: SEXLESS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, PERSEVERANCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS & SELF-CONTROL. CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM? CHRISTIAN KABBALISTS OF THE RENAISSANCE WERE ESPECIALLY ENAMORED OF THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH THEY VIEWED AS A MYSTICAL PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST – TO THEM, IT SYMBOLIZED CHRIST AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. A FAVORITE GEMATRIC FEAT WAS TO ADD THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (SYMBOLIZING FIRE & THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST) TO THE BIBLICAL FOUR-LETTER NAME OF GOD (YHVH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, MOST COMMONLY [AND INCORRECTLY] PRONOUNCED ‘JEHOVAH’) YIELDING YHSHVH- Y’HESHUA, OR JESUS. THERE IS A SECRET BIBLICAL CONNECTION, AS WELL, IN THE NAME OF THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY OF PENTECOST- THE DAY THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON THE APOSTLES OF JESUS IS ONE OF MANY GEOMETRICAL ‘PROOFS’ IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISGUISED AS STORIES. IN CHRISTIANITY, THIS IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE NUMBER 10 [WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT] AS THE NUMBER OF PERFECTION & COMPLETION. THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF WILL ETERNALLY USE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] BLACK MAGIC OR PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE MAGIC TO ETERNALLY ARREST YOU & ETERNALLY STRIKE YOU WITH ETERNAL TRUTH BECAUSE YOU KNOW THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN THE LORD’S ETERNAL STRAIGHT WAYS IN PAYING YOUR 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE TO THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & ETERNALLY GIVEN, ETERNALLY PROTECTED, OR ETERNALLY SAVED AND ETERNALLY BLESSED, FULL ETERNAL HEALTH & ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED BECAUSE YOU TELL THE ETERNAL TRUTH ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11.      
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IN THE HOUSE IN THE CHRISTIAN NUMBER 10 IN ACTS 22
11-POINT-STAR PENTAGRAM ALWAYS COMES UP TO THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S STRAIGHT WAYS: REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION, COMING FULL CIRCLE IN YOUR PERMISSIBLE MAGIC STUDIES AND PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL PRACTICES WITH AN ENTRANCE. THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE SIXTH, HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME WITH THE NUMBER 0. PERMISSIBLE MESSIANIC EVIL/ GOOD SPIRIT WITH THE CHIEF PRIEST SCEVA & THE 7 SONS WITH STEPHEN WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT IN ACTS 19:11-15, 17-20. IN KABBALAH, THIS REPRESENTED THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE AND SPIRITUAL OBSTACLES. THE STATUE OF LIBERTY STANDS ON A PEDESTAL IN THE SHAPE OF AN ELEVEN-POINTED STAR, AND THERE ARE MANY CONSPIRACY THEORIES RELATED TO THIS. RICHARD MORRIS HUNT, A FREEMASON, DESIGNED THE PEDESTAL. THE SCULPTOR WAS ALSO A FREEMASON, AND THE WHOLE CONCEPT OF THE STATUE, “LIBERTY ENLIGHTENING THE WORLD,” IS PROBABLY MASONIC IN ORIGIN OR AT LEAST INFLUENCED BY MASONRY. THIS BEEN USED TO REPRESENT THE 11 DISCIPLES OF CHRIST. THIS IS THE SYMBOL OF A SECRET SOCIETY THAT’S BEEN AROUND FOR CENTURIES AND THAT FIGHTS SUPERNATURAL EVIL. 11 POINTED STARS ARE FOUND CROSS CULTURALLY AND CAN REFER TO THE 11 DISCIPLES [MINUS JUDAS ISACARIOT] OF JESUS CHRIST. THIS IS SOMETIMES ASSOCIATED WITH THE KABBALISTIC TREE OF LIFE. IN CHRISTIANITY, IT CAN REPRESENT THE TWELVE DISCIPLES MINUS JUDAS ISCARIOT, WHO BETRAYED CHRIST, AND PETER, WHO DENIED HIM. (THIS SEEMS A LITTLE HARD ON PETER, WHO WENT ON TO DO A LOT.) THE MASONS ALSO USED THIS SYMBOL. KABBALA TEACHES THAT THE 11 POINTS INDICATE THE EXTENT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY (NORTH, NORTHEAST, SOUTH, SOUTHEAST, EAST, WEST, NORTHWEST, SOUTHWEST, UP, AND DOWN WITH THE NUMBER 0). THE 11-POINTED STAR ALSO HAS ROOTS IN PAGANISM. A 11-POINTED STAR LIKE THIS SOMETIMES REPRESENTS THE 9 GREEK MUSES WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT. IT CAN ALSO REPRESENT THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT LISTED IN THE BOOK OF GALATIANS IN THE HOLY BIBLE: SEXLESS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, PERSEVERANCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITH, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS AND SELF-CONTROL. CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM WITH THE NUMBER 0? CHRISTIAN KABBALISTS OF THE RENAISSANCE WERE ESPECIALLY ENAMORED OF THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH THEY VIEWED AS A MYSTICAL PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST – TO THEM, IT SYMBOLIZED CHRIST AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. A FAVORITE GEMATRIC FEAT WAS TO ADD THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (SYMBOLIZING FIRE AND THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST) TO THE BIBLICAL FOUR-LETTER NAME OF GOD (YHVH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, MOST COMMONLY [AND INCORRECTLY] PRONOUNCED ‘JEHOVAH’) YIELDING YHSHVH- Y’HESHUA, OR JESUS. THERE IS A SECRET BIBLICAL CONNECTION, AS WELL, IN THE NAME OF THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY OF PENTECOST- THE DAY THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON THE APOSTLES OF JESUS IS ONE OF MANY GEOMETRICAL ‘PROOFS’ IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISGUISED AS STORIES. THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF WILL ETERNALLY USE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] BLACK MAGIC OR PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE MAGIC TO ETERNALLY ARREST YOU AND ETERNALLY STRIKE YOU WITH ETERNAL TRUTH BECAUSE YOU KNOW THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN THE LORD’S ETERNAL STRAIGHT WAYS IN PAYING YOUR 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE TO THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & ETERNALLY GIVEN, ETERNALLY PROTECTED, OR ETERNALLY SAVED AND ETERNALLY BLESSED, FULL ETERNAL HEALTH & ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED BECAUSE YOU TELL THE ETERNAL TRUTH ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11.      
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IN THE HOUSE IN THE CHRISTIAN NUMBER 11 IN ACTS 26
12-POINT STAR PENTAGRAM ALWAYS COMES UP TO THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S STRAIGHT WAYS: REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION, COMING FULL CIRCLE IN YOUR PERMISSIBLE MAGIC STUDIES AND PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL PRACTICES WITH THE NUMBER 0. THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE SIXTH, HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT. PERMISSIBLE MESSIANIC EVIL/ GOOD SPIRIT WITH THE CHIEF PRIEST SCEVA & THE 7 SONS WITH STEPHEN WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT IN ACTS 19:11-15, 17-20. THIS BEEN USED TO REPRESENT THE 12 DISCIPLES OF CHRIST. IT CAN ALSO REPRESENT THE 12 TRIBES OF ISRAEL. THIS IS THE SYMBOL OF A SECRET SOCIETY THAT’S BEEN AROUND FOR CENTURIES AND THAT FIGHTS SUPERNATURAL EVIL. 12 POINTED STARS ARE FOUND CROSS CULTURALLY AND CAN REFER TO THE 12 DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST, THE 12 KNIGHTS OF THE CELTIC ROUND TABLE, THE 12 SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC, THE 12 LICTORS OF ROMULUS, THE 12 PEERS OF FRANCE AND EVEN THE 12 NAMSHANS OF THE ROUND COUNCIL OF THE DALAI LAMA. KABBALA TEACHES THAT THE 12 POINTS INDICATE THE EXTENT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY (NORTH, NORTHEAST, SOUTH, SOUTHEAST, EAST, WEST, NORTHWEST, SOUTHWEST, UP, AND DOWN WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT). THE 12-POINTED STAR ALSO HAS ROOTS IN PAGANISM. A 12-POINTED STAR LIKE THIS SOMETIMES REPRESENTS THE 9 GREEK MUSES WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT. IT CAN ALSO REPRESENT THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT LISTED IN THE BOOK OF GALATIANS IN THE HOLY BIBLE: SEXLESS LOVE, JOY, STRENGTH, PEACE, PATIENCE, PERSEVERANCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITH, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS AND SELF-CONTROL. CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT? CHRISTIAN KABBALISTS OF THE RENAISSANCE WERE ESPECIALLY ENAMORED OF THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH THEY VIEWED AS A MYSTICAL PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST – TO THEM, IT SYMBOLIZED CHRIST AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. A FAVORITE GEMATRIC FEAT WAS TO ADD THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (SYMBOLIZING FIRE AND THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST) TO THE BIBLICAL FOUR-LETTER NAME OF GOD (YHVH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, MOST COMMONLY [AND INCORRECTLY] PRONOUNCED ‘JEHOVAH’) YIELDING YHSHVH- Y’HESHUA, OR JESUS. THERE IS A SECRET BIBLICAL CONNECTION, AS WELL, IN THE NAME OF THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY OF PENTECOST- THE DAY THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON THE APOSTLES OF JESUS IS ONE OF MANY GEOMETRICAL ‘PROOFS’ IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISGUISED AS STORIES. THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF WILL ETERNALLY USE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] BLACK MAGIC OR PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE MAGIC TO ETERNALLY ARREST YOU AND ETERNALLY STRIKE YOU WITH ETERNAL TRUTH BECAUSE YOU KNOW THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN THE LORD’S ETERNAL STRAIGHT WAYS IN PAYING YOUR 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE TO THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & ETERNALLY GIVEN, ETERNALLY PROTECTED, OR ETERNALLY SAVED AND ETERNALLY BLESSED, FULL ETERNAL HEALTH & ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED BECAUSE YOU TELL THE ETERNAL TRUTH ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11.      
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IN THE HOUSE IN THE CHRISTIAN NUMBER 12 IN ACTS 29 WITH ACT 30
13-POINT STAR PENTAGRAM ALWAYS COMES UP TO THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH’S STRAIGHT WAYS: REPRESENTS THE COMPLETION, COMING FULL CIRCLE IN YOUR PERMISSIBLE MAGIC STUDIES AND PERMISSIBLE MAGICAL PRACTICES. THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR [WIND], FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE SIXTH, HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME WITH THE NUMBER 0 OR THE POINTS OF THE PENTACLE REFER TO THE FOUR MATERIAL ELEMENTS - EARTH, AIR, WIND, FIRE, AND WATER, WITH THE FIFTH, HOLY GHOST, ASCENDING OUT OF THEIR MATERIALITY WITH UP TIME DOWNTIME WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT. PERMISSIBLE MESSIANIC EVIL/ GOOD SPIRIT WITH THE CHIEF PRIEST SCEVA & THE 7 SONS WITH STEPHEN/YAHWEH WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT IN ACTS 19:11-15, 17-20. THE 13-POINTED STARS ARE FOUND CROSS CULTURALLY AND CAN REFER TO THE JESUS CHRIST WITH HIS 12 DISCIPLES OF STEPHEN CHRIST. KABBALA TEACHES THAT THE 13 POINTS INDICATE THE EXTENT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY (NORTH, NORTHEAST, SOUTH, SOUTHEAST, EAST, WEST, NORTHWEST, SOUTHWEST, UP, AND DOWN WITH THE NUMBER 0 WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT). THE 13-POINTED STAR ALSO HAS ROOTS IN PAGANISM. IT CAN ALSO REPRESENT THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT LISTED IN THE BOOK OF GALATIANS IN THE HOLY BIBLE: SEXLESS LOVE, JOY, STRENGTH, PEACE, PATIENCE, PERSEVERANCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITH, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS, SELF-CONTROL AND TEMPERANCE. CHRISTIAN PENTAGRAM WITH THE NUMBER 0 & AN ENTRANCE & EXIT? CHRISTIAN KABBALISTS OF THE RENAISSANCE WERE ESPECIALLY ENAMORED OF THE PENTAGRAM, WHICH THEY VIEWED AS A MYSTICAL PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST – TO THEM, IT SYMBOLIZED CHRIST AS THE HOLY SPIRIT MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. A FAVORITE GEMATRIC FEAT WAS TO ADD THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (SYMBOLIZING FIRE AND THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PENTECOST) TO THE BIBLICAL FOUR-LETTER NAME OF GOD (YHVH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH, MOST COMMONLY [AND INCORRECTLY] PRONOUNCED ‘JEHOVAH’) YIELDING YHSHVH- Y’HESHUA, OR JESUS. THERE IS A SECRET BIBLICAL CONNECTION, AS WELL, IN THE NAME OF THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY OF PENTECOST- THE DAY THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED ON THE APOSTLES OF JESUS IS ONE OF MANY GEOMETRICAL ‘PROOFS’ IN THE NEW TESTAMENT DISGUISED AS STORIES. THE US PRESIDENCY’S TOP-RANK IS THE 6-GOLD STAR GENERAL & ALSO EQUIVALENT AS THE 8-SILVER STAR GENERAL AS THE US PRESIDENT. THIS MEANS THAT THE US PRESIDENT HAS TWO 13-POINTED STAR PENTAGRAMS, BY THE TOP-RANK ON HIS SHOULDERS & ON HIS CAP, WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT FOR HIS SILVER RANK & ALSO HAS TWO 10-POINTED STAR PENTAGRAMS, BY HIS TOP-RANK OM HIS SHOULDERS & ON HIS CAP, WITH AN ENTRANCE & EXIT FOR HIS GOLD RANK. THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF WILL ETERNALLY USE PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] BLACK MAGIC OR PERMISSIBLE [LEGAL, LAWFUL & AUTHORIZED] WHITE MAGIC TO ETERNALLY ARREST YOU AND ETERNALLY STRIKE YOU WITH ETERNAL TRUTH BECAUSE YOU KNOW THE ETERNAL TRUTH BY ETERNALLY OPERATING IN THE LORD’S ETERNAL STRAIGHT WAYS IN PAYING YOUR 10% LIFETIME MONEY TITHE TO THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 13:4-12 & ETERNALLY GIVEN, ETERNALLY PROTECTED, OR ETERNALLY SAVED AND ETERNALLY BLESSED, FULL ETERNAL HEALTH & ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED BECAUSE YOU TELL THE ETERNAL TRUTH ABOUT THE WORTHY LORD IN ACTS 5:1-11.       
********ADDED TEXT********
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FORM OF PACT WITH THE SPIRIT OF JUPITER.
THE AFORESAID BOND OF SPIRITS, TOGETHER WITH THE SEAL AND CHARACTER OF THE PLANETARY ANGEL, MUST BE WRITTEN M VIRGIN PARCHMENT AND LAID BEFORE THE SPIRIT [FOR SIGNATURE] WHEN HE APPEARS; AT THAT TIME THE INVOCANT MUST NOT LOST CONFIDENCE BUT BE PATIENT, FIRM, BOLD, AND PERSEVERING, AND TAKE CARE THAT HE ASKS NOR REQUIRES NOTHING OF THE SPIRIT BUT WITH A VIEW TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND THE WELL-BEING FELLOW CREATURES. HAVING OBTAINED HIS DESIRES OF THE SPIRIT, THE INVOCANT MAY LICENSE HIM TO DEPART." UNTO MY PETITIONS, I GIVE HUMBLE AND HEARTY THANKS UNTO ALMIGHTY GOD IN WHOSE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] I CALLED AND THOU CAME, AND NOW THOU MAYEST DEPART IN PEACE UNTO THINE ORDERS AND RETURN UNTO ME AGAIN AT WHAT TIME SOEVER I SHALL CALL THEE BY THINE OATH, OR BY THY NAME OR BY THINE ORDER, OR BY THINE OFFICE WHICH IS GRANTED THEE FROM THE CREATOR, AND THE POWER OF GOD BE WITH ME AND THEE AND UPON THE WHOLE ISSUE OF GOD, AMEN. "'GLORY BE TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND TO THE SON [JESUS], AND TO THE HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN].' [NOTE.] "IT WOULD BE ADVISABLE FOR THE INVOCANT TO REMAIN IN THE CIRCLE FOR A FEW MINUTES AFTER RECITING THE LICENSE, AND IF THE PLACE OF OPERATION BE IN THE OPEN AIR, LET HIM DESTROY ALL TRACES OF THE CIRCLE, ETCETERA, AND RETURN QUIETLY TO HIS HOME. BUT SHOULD THE OPERATION BE PERFORMED IN A RETIRED PART OF A HOUSE, CC CETERA, THE CIRCLE MAY REMAIN, AS IT MIGHT SERVE IN ALIKE FUTURE OPERATION, BUT THE ROOM OR BUILDING MUST BE LOCKED UP TO AVOID THE INTRUSION OF STRANGERS." THE AGREEMENT SET FORTH ABOVE IS PURELY CEREMONIAL MAGIC. IN THE CASE OF BLACK MAGIC, IT IS THE MAGICIAN AND NOT THE DEMON WHO MUST SIGN THE PACT. WHEN THE BLACK MAGICIAN BINDS AN ELEMENTAL TO HIS SERVICE, A BATTLE OF WITS ENSUES, WHICH THE DEMON EVENTUALLY WINS. WITH HIS OWN BLOOD THE MAGICIAN SIGNS THE PACT BETWEEN HIMSELF AND THE DEMON, FOR IN THE ARCANUM OF MAGIC IT IS DECLARED THAT "HE CONTROLS THE SOUL WHO CONTROLS THE BLOOD OF ANOTHER." AS LONG AS THE MAGICIAN DOES NOT FAIL, THE ELEMENTAL WILL FULFILL TO THE LETTER HIS OBLIGATION UNDER THE PACT, BUT THE DEMON WILL TRY IN EVERY POSSIBLE WAY TO PREVENT THE MAGICIAN FROM CARRYING OUT HIS PART OF THE CONTRACT. WHEN THE CONJURER, ENSCONCED WITHIN HIS CIRCLE, HAS EVOKED THE SPIRIT HE DESIRES TO CONTROL AND HAS MADE KNOWN HIS INTENTION, THE SPIRIT WILL ANSWER SOMEWHAT AS FOLLOWS: "I CANNOT ACCEDE TO YOUR REQUEST NOR FULFIL IT, UNLESS AFTER FIFTY YEARS YOU GIVE YOURSELF TO ME, BODY AND SOUL, TO DO WITH AS I MAY PLEASE." IF THE MAGICIAN REFUSES, OTHER TERMS WILL BE DISCUSSED. THE SPIRIT MAY SAY: "I WILL REMAIN IN YOUR SERVICE AS LONG AS ON EVERY FRIDAY MORNING YOU WILL GO FORTH UPON THE PUBLIC STREET GIVING ALMS IN THE NAME OF LUCIFER. THE FIRST TIME YOU FAIL IN THIS YOU BELONG TO ME." IF THE MAGICIAN STILL REFUSES, REALIZING THAT THE DEMON WILL MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO FULFIL HIS CONTRACT, OTHER TERMS WILL BE DISCUSSED, UNTIL AT LAST A PACT IS AGREED UPON. IT MAY READ AS FOLLOWS: "I HEREBY PROMISE THE GREAT SPIRIT LUCIFUGE, PRINCE OF DEMONS, THAT EACH YEAR I WILL BRING UNTO HIM A HUMAN SOUL TO DO WITH AS IT MAY PLEASE HIM, AND IN RETURN LUCIFUGE PROMISES TO BESTOW UPON ME THE TREASURES OF THE EARTH AND FULFIL MY EVERY DESIRE FOR THE LENGTH OF MY NATURAL LIFE. IF I FAIL TO BRING HIM EACH YEAR THE OFFERING SPECIFIED ABOVE, THEN MY OWN SOUL SHALL BE FORFEIT TO HIM. SIGNED . . . . . . . . ." [INVOCANT SIGNS PACT WITH HIS OWN BLOOD.] 
THE PENTAGRAM
[bookmark: img_10400]IN SYMBOLISM, AN INVERTED FIGURE ALWAYS SIGNIFIES A PERVERTED POWER. THE AVERAGE PERSON DOES NOT EVEN SUSPECT THE OCCULT PROPERTIES OF EMBLEMATIC PENTACLES. ON THIS SUBJECT THE GREAT PARACELSUS HAS WRITTEN: "NO DOUBT MANY WILL SCOFF AT THE SEALS, THEIR CHARACTERS AND THEIR USES, WHICH ARE DESCRIBED IN THESE BOOKS, BECAUSE IT SEEMS INCREDIBLE TO THEM THAT METALS AND CHARACTERS WHICH ARE DEAD SHOULD HAVE ANY POWER AND EFFECT. YET NO ONE HAS EVER PROVED THAT THE METALS AND ALSO THE CHARACTERS AS WE KNOW THEM ARE DEAD, FOR THE SALTS, SULPHUR, AND QUINTESSENCES OF METALS ARE THE HIGHEST PRESERVATIVES OF HUMAN LIFE AND ARE FAR SUPERIOR TO ALL OTHER SIMPLES." THE BLACK MAGICIAN CANNOT USE THE SYMBOLS OF WHITE MAGIC WITHOUT BRINGING DOWN UPON HIMSELF THE FORCES OF WHITE MAGIC, WHICH WOULD BE FATAL TO HIS SCHEMES. HE MUST THEREFORE DISTORT THE HIEROGRAMS SO THAT THEY TYPIFY THE OCCULT FACT THAT HE HIMSELF IS DISTORTING THE PRINCIPLES FOR WHICH THE SYMBOLS STAND. BLACK MAGIC IS NOT A FUNDAMENTAL ART; IT IS THE MISUSE OF AN ART. THEREFORE, IT HAS NO SYMBOLS OF ITS OWN. IT MERELY TAKES THE EMBLEMATIC FIGURES OF WHITE MAGIC, AND BY INVERTING AND REVERSING THEM SIGNIFIES THAT IT IS LEFT-HANDED. A GOOD INSTANCE OF THIS PRACTICE IS FOUND IN THE PENTAGRAM, OR FIVE-POINTED STAR, MADE OF FIVE CONNECTED LINES. THIS FIGURE IS THE TIME-HONORED SYMBOL OF THE MAGICAL ARTS, AND SIGNIFIES THE FIVE PROPERTIES OF THE GREAT MAGICAL AGENT, THE FIVE SENSES OF MAN, THE FIVE ELEMENTS OF NATURE, THE FIVE EXTREMITIES OF THE HUMAN BODY. BY MEANS OF THE PENTAGRAM WITHIN HIS OWN SOUL, MAN NOT ONLY MAY MASTER AND GOVERN ALL CREATURES, INFERIOR TO HIMSELF, BUT MAY DEMAND CONSIDERATION AT THE HANDS OF THOSE SUPERIOR TO HIMSELF. THE PENTAGRAM IS USED EXTENSIVELY IN BLACK MAGIC, BUT WHEN SO USED ITS FORM ALWAYS DIFFERS IN ONE OF THREE WAYS: THE STAR MAY BE BROKEN AT ONE POINT BY NOT PERMITTING THE CONVERGING LINES TO TOUCH; IT MAY BE INVERTED BY HAVING ONE POINT DOWN AND TWO UP; OR IT MAY BE DISTORTED BY HAVING THE POINTS OF VARYING LENGTHS. WHEN USED IN BLACK MAGIC, THE PENTAGRAM IS CALLED THE "SIGN OF THE CLOVEN HOOF," OR THE FOOTPRINT OF THE DEVIL. THE STAR WITH TWO POINTS UPWARD IS ALSO CALLED THE "GOAT OF MENDES," BECAUSE THE INVERTED STAR IS THE SAME SHAPE AS A GOAT'S HEAD. WHEN THE UPRIGHT STAR TURNS AND THE UPPER POINT FALLS TO THE BOTTOM, IT SIGNIFIES THE FALL OF THE MORNING STAR.
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THE PENTACLES OF THE SEVEN PLANETS AND THE SEALS AND CHARACTERS OF THE PLANETARY ANGELS.
THE 7 LARGE CIRCLE ARE THE PLANETS, WHILE THE 2 SMALL CIRCLES UNDER EACH CONTAIN THE SEAL & THE CHARACTER OF THE CONTROLLING INTELLIGENCE OF THE PLANET.
THE ELEMENTS AND THEIR INHABITANTS
FOR THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE AND LUCID EXPOSITION OF OCCULT PNEUMATOLOGY (THE BRANCH OF PHILOSOPHY DEALING WITH SPIRITUAL SUBSTANCES) EXTANT, MANKIND IS INDEBTED TO PHILIPPUS AUREOLUS PARACELSUS (THEOPHRASTUS BOMBASTUS VON HOHENHEIM), PRINCE OF ALCHEMISTS AND HERMETIC PHILOSOPHERS AND TRUE POSSESSOR OF THE ROYAL SECRET (THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE AND THE ELIXIR OF LIFE). PARACELSUS BELIEVED THAT EACH OF THE FOUR PRIMARY ELEMENTS KNOWN TO THE ANCIENTS (EARTH, FIRE, AIR, AND WATER) CONSISTED OF A SUBTLE, VAPOROUS PRINCIPLE AND A GROSS CORPOREAL SUBSTANCE. AIR IS, THEREFORE, TWOFOLD IN NATURE-TANGIBLE ATMOSPHERE AND AN INTANGIBLE, VOLATILE SUBSTRATUM WHICH MAY BE TERMED SPIRITUAL AIR. FIRE IS VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, DISCERNIBLE AND INDISCERNIBLE--A SPIRITUAL, ETHEREAL FLAME MANIFESTING THROUGH A MATERIAL, SUBSTANTIAL FLAME. CARRYING THE ANALOGY FURTHER, WATER CONSISTS OF A DENSE FLUID AND A POTENTIAL ESSENCE OF A FLUIDIC NATURE. EARTH HAS LIKEWISE TWO ESSENTIAL PARTS--THE LOWER BEING FIXED, TERREOUS, IMMOBILE; THE HIGHER, RAREFIED, MOBILE, AND VIRTUAL. THE GENERAL TERM ELEMENTS, HAS BEEN APPLIED TO THE LOWER, OR PHYSICAL, PHASES OF THESE FOUR PRIMARY PRINCIPLES, AND THE NAME ELEMENTAL ESSENCES TO THEIR CORRESPONDING INVISIBLE, SPIRITUAL CONSTITUTIONS. MINERALS, PLANTS, ANIMALS, AND MEN LIVE IN A WORLD COMPOSED OF THE GROSS SIDE OF THESE FOUR ELEMENTS, AND FROM VARIOUS COMBINATIONS OF THEM CONSTRUCT THEIR LIVING ORGANISMS. HENRY DRUMMOND, IN NATURAL LAW IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, DESCRIBES THIS PROCESS AS FOLLOWS: "IF WE ANALYZE THIS MATERIAL POINT, AT WHICH ALL LIFE STARTS, WE SHALL FIND IT TO CONSIST OF A CLEAR STRUCTURELESS, JELLY-LIKE SUBSTANCE RESEMBLING ALBUMEN OR WHITE OF EGG. IT IS MADE OF CARBON, HYDROGEN, OXYGEN AND NITROGEN. ITS NAME IS PROTOPLASM. AND IT IS NOT ONLY THE STRUCTURAL UNIT WITH WHICH ALL LIVING BODIES START IN LIFE, BUT WITH WHICH THEY ARE SUBSEQUENTLY BUILT UP. 'PROTOPLASM,' SAYS HUXLEY, 'SIMPLE OR NUCLEATED, IS THE FORMAL BASIS OF ALL LIFE. IT IS THE CLAY OF THE POTTER.'" THE WATER ELEMENT OF THE ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS HAS BEEN METAMORPHOSED INTO THE HYDROGEN OF MODERN SCIENCE; THE AIR HAS BECOME OXYGEN; THE FIRE, NITROGEN; THE EARTH, CARBON. JUST AS VISIBLE NATURE IS POPULATED BY AN INFINITE NUMBER OF LIVING CREATURES, SO, ACCORDING TO PARACELSUS, THE INVISIBLE, SPIRITUAL COUNTERPART OF VISIBLE NATURE (COMPOSED OF THE TENUOUS PRINCIPLES OF THE VISIBLE ELEMENTS) IS INHABITED BY A HOST OF PECULIAR BEINGS, TO WHOM HE HAS GIVEN THE NAME ELEMENTALS, AND WHICH HAVE LATER BEEN TERMED THE NATURE SPIRITS. PARACELSUS DIVIDED THESE PEOPLE OF THE ELEMENTS INTO FOUR DISTINCT GROUPS, WHICH HE CALLED GNOMES, UNDINES, SYLPHS, AND SALAMANDERS. HE TAUGHT THAT THEY WERE REALLY LIVING ENTITIES, MANY RESEMBLING HUMAN BEINGS IN SHAPE, AND INHABITING WORLDS OF THEIR OWN, UNKNOWN TO MAN BECAUSE HIS UNDEVELOPED SENSES WERE INCAPABLE OF FUNCTIONING BEYOND THE LIMITATIONS OF THE GROSSER ELEMENTS. THE CIVILIZATIONS OF GREECE, ROME, EGYPT, CHINA, AND INDIA BELIEVED IMPLICITLY IN SATYRS, SPRITES, AND GOBLINS. THEY PEOPLED THE SEA WITH MERMAIDS, THE RIVERS AND FOUNTAINS WITH NYMPHS, THE AIR WITH FAIRIES, THE FIRE WITH LARES AND PENATES, AND THE EARTH WITH FAUNS, DRYADS, AND HAMADRYADS. THESE NATURE SPIRITS WERE HELD IN THE HIGHEST ESTEEM, AND PROPITIATORY OFFERINGS WERE MADE TO THEM. OCCASIONALLY, AS THE RESULT OF ATMOSPHERIC CONDITIONS OR THE PECULIAR SENSITIVENESS OF THE DEVOTEE, THEY BECAME VISIBLE. MANY AUTHORS WROTE CONCERNING THEM IN TERMS WHICH SIGNIFY THAT THEY HAD ACTUALLY BEHELD THESE INHABITANTS OF NATURE'S FINER REALMS. A NUMBER OF AUTHORITIES ARE OF THE OPINION THAT MANY OF THE GODS WORSHIPED BY THE PAGANS WERE ELEMENTALS, FOR SOME OF THESE INVISIBLES WERE BELIEVED TO BE OF COMMANDING STATURE AND MAGNIFICENT DEPORTMENT. THE GREEKS GAVE THE NAME DAEMON TO SOME OF THESE ELEMENTALS, ESPECIALLY THOSE OF THE HIGHER ORDERS, AND WORSHIPED THEM. PROBABLY THE MOST FAMOUS OF THESE DAEMONS IS THE MYSTERIOUS SPIRIT WHICH INSTRUCTED SOCRATES, AND OF WHOM THAT GREAT PHILOSOPHER SPOKE IN THE HIGHEST TERMS. THOSE WHO HAVE DEVOTED MUCH STUDY TO THE INVISIBLE CONSTITUTION OF MAN REALIZE THAT IT IS QUITE PROBABLE THE DAEMON OF SOCRATES AND THE ANGEL OF JAKOB BÖHME WERE IN REALITY NOT ELEMENTALS, BUT THE OVERSHADOWING DIVINE NATURES OF THESE PHILOSOPHERS THEMSELVES. IN HIS NOTES TO APULEIUS ON THE GOD OF SOCRATES, THOMAS TAYLOR SAYS: "AS THE DAEMON OF SOCRATES, THEREFORE, WAS DOUBTLESS ONE OF THE HIGHEST ORDERS AS MAY BE INFERRED FROM THE INTELLECTUAL SUPERIORITY OF SOCRATES TO MOST OTHER MEN, APULEIUS IS JUSTIFIED IN CALLING THIS DAEMON A GOD. AND THAT THE DAEMON OF SOCRATES INDEED WAS DIVINE, IS EVIDENT FROM THE TESTIMONY OF SOCRATES HIMSELF IN THE FIRST ALCIBIADES: FOR IN THE COURSE OF THAT DIALOGUE HE CLEARLY SAYS, 'I HAVE LONG BEEN OF THE OPINION THAT THE GOD DID NOT AS YET DIRECT ME TO HOLD ANY CONVERSATION WITH YOU.' AND IN THE APOLOGY, HE MOST UNEQUIVOCALLY EVINCES THAT THIS DAEMON IS ALLOTTED A DIVINE TRANSCENDENCY, CONSIDERED AS RANKING IN THE ORDER OF DAEMONS." THE IDEA ONCE HELD, THAT THE INVISIBLE ELEMENTS SURROUNDING AND INTERPENETRATING THE EARTH WERE PEOPLED WITH LIVING, INTELLIGENT BEINGS, MAY SEEM RIDICULOUS TO THE PROSAIC MIND OF TODAY. THIS DOCTRINE, HOWEVER, HAS FOUND FAVOR WITH SOME OF THE GREATEST INTELLECTS OF THE WORLD. THE SYLPHS OF FACIUS CARDIN, THE PHILOSOPHER OF MILAN; THE SALAMANDER SEEN BY BENVENUTO CELLINI; THE PAN OF ST. ANTHONY; AND LE PETIT HOMME ROUGE (THE LITTLE RED MAN, OR GNOME) OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, HAVE FOUND THEIR PLACES IN THE PAGES OF HISTORY. LITERATURE HAS ALSO PERPETUATED THE CONCEPT OF NATURE SPIRITS. THE MISCHIEVOUS PUCK OF SHAKESPEARE'S MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM; THE ELEMENTALS OF ALEXANDER POPE'S ROSICRUCIAN POEM, THE RAPE OF THE LOCK, THE MYSTERIOUS CREATURES OF LORD LYTTON'S ZANONI; JAMES BARRIE'S IMMORTAL TINKER BELL; AND THE FAMOUS BOWLERS THAT RIP VAN WINKLE ENCOUNTERED IN THE CATSKILL MOUNTAINS, ARE WELL-KNOWN CHARACTERS TO STUDENTS OF LITERATURE. THE FOLKLORE AND MYTHOLOGY OF ALL PEOPLES ABOUND IN LEGENDS CONCERNING THESE MYSTERIOUS LITTLE FIGURES WHO HAUNT OLD CASTLES, GUARD TREASURES IN THE DEPTHS OF THE EARTH, AND BUILD THEIR HOMES UNDER THE SPREADING PROTECTION OF TOADSTOOLS. FAIRIES ARE THE DELIGHT OF CHILDHOOD, AND MOST CHILDREN GIVE THEM UP WITH RELUCTANCE. NOT SO VERY LONG AGO THE GREATEST MINDS OF THE WORLD BELIEVED IN THE EXISTENCE OF FAIRIES, AND IT IS STILL AN OPEN QUESTION AS TO WHETHER PLATO, SOCRATES, AND IAMBLICHUS WERE WRONG WHEN THEY AVOWED THEIR REALITY. PARACELSUS, WHEN DESCRIBING THE SUBSTANCES WHICH CONSTITUTE THE BODIES OF THE ELEMENTALS, DIVIDED FLESH INTO TWO KINDS, THE FIRST BEING THAT WHICH WE HAVE ALL INHERITED THROUGH ADAM. THIS IS THE VISIBLE, CORPOREAL FLESH. THE SECOND WAS THAT FLESH WHICH HAD NOT DESCENDED FROM ADAM AND, BEING MORE ATTENUATED, WAS NOT SUBJECT TO THE LIMITATIONS OF THE FORMER. THE BODIES OF THE ELEMENTALS WERE COMPOSED OF THIS TRAN-SUBSTANTIAL FLESH. PARACELSUS STATED THAT THERE IS AS MUCH DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE BODIES OF MEN AND THE BODIES OF THE NATURE SPIRITS AS THERE IS BETWEEN MATTER AND SPIRIT. "YET," HE ADDS, "THE ELEMENTALS ARE NOT SPIRITS, BECAUSE THEY HAVE FLESH, BLOOD AND BONES; THEY LIVE AND PROPAGATE OFFSPRING; THEY CAT AND TALK, ACT AND SLEEP, &C., AND CONSEQUENTLY THEY CANNOT BE PROPERLY CALLED 'SPIRITS.' THEY ARE BEINGS OCCUPYING A PLACE BETWEEN MEN AND SPIRITS, RESEMBLING MEN AND SPIRITS, RESEMBLING MEN AND WOMEN IN THEIR ORGANIZATION AND FORM, AND RESEMBLING SPIRITS IN THE RAPIDITY OF THEIR LOCOMOTION." (PHILOSOPHIA OCCULTA, TRANSLATED BY FRANZ HARTMANN.) LATER THE SAME AUTHOR CALLS THESE CREATURES COMPOSITA, INASMUCH AS THE SUBSTANCE OUT OF WHICH THEY ARE COMPOSED SEEMS TO BE A COMPOSITE OF SPIRIT AND MATTER. HE USES COLOR TO EXPLAIN THE IDEA. THUS, THE MIXTURE OF BLUE AND RED GIVES PURPLE, A NEW COLOR, RESEMBLING NEITHER OF THE OTHERS YET COMPOSED OF BOTH. SUCH IS THE CASE WITH THE NATURE SPIRITS; THEY RESEMBLE NEITHER SPIRITUAL CREATURES NOR MATERIAL BEINGS, YET ARE COMPOSED OF THE SUBSTANCE WHICH WE MAY CALL SPIRITUAL MATTER, OR ETHER. PARACELSUS FURTHER ADDS THAT WHEREAS MAN IS COMPOSED OF SEVERAL NATURES (SPIRIT, SOUL, MIND, AND BODY [THE UNIVERSAL CREATURE]) COMBINED IN ONE UNIT, THE ELEMENTAL HAS BUT ONE PRINCIPLE, THE ETHER OUT OF WHICH IT IS COMPOSED AND IN WHICH IT LIVES. THE READER MUST REMEMBER THAT BY ETHER--- 
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A SALAMANDER, ACCORDING TO PARACELSUS.
---THE EGYPTIANS, CHALDEANS, AND PERSIANS OFTEN MISTOOK THE SALAMANDERS FOR GODS, BECAUSE OF THEIR RADIANT SPLENDOR AND GREAT POWER. THE GREEKS, FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF EARLIER NATIONS, DEIFIED THE FIRE SPIRITS AND IN THEIR HONOR KEPT INCENSE AND ALTAR FIRE, BURNING PERPETUALLY IS MEANT THE SPIRITUAL ESSENCE OF ONE OF THE FOUR ELEMENTS. THERE AREAS MANY ETHERS AS THERE ARE ELEMENTS AND AS MANY DISTINCT FAMILIES OF NATURE SPIRITS AS THERE ARE ETHERS. THESE FAMILIES ARE COMPLETELY ISOLATED IN THEIR OWN ETHER AND HAVE NO [SEXUAL] INTERCOURSE WITH THE DENIZENS OF THE OTHER ETHERS; BUT, AS MAN HAS WITHIN HIS OWN NATURE CENTERS OF CONSCIOUSNESS SENSITIVE TO THE IMPULSES OF ALL THE FOUR ETHERS, IT IS POSSIBLE FOR ANY OF THE ELEMENTAL KINGDOMS TO COMMUNICATE WITH HIM UNDER PROPER CONDITIONS. THE NATURE SPIRITS CANNOT BE DESTROYED BY THE GROSSER ELEMENTS, SUCH AS MATERIAL FIRE, EARTH, AIR [WIND], OR WATER, FOR THEY FUNCTION IN A RATE OF VIBRATION HIGHER THAN THAT OF EARTHY SUBSTANCES. BEING COMPOSED OF ONLY ONE ELEMENT OR PRINCIPLE (THE ETHER IN WHICH THEY FUNCTION), THEY HAVE NO IMMORTAL SPIRIT AND AT DEATH MERELY DISINTEGRATE BACK INTO THE ELEMENT FROM WHICH THEY WERE ORIGINALLY INDIVIDUALIZED. NO INDIVIDUAL CONSCIOUSNESS IS PRESERVED AFTER DEATH, FOR THERE IS NO SUPERIOR VEHICLE PRESENT TO CONTAIN IT. BEING MADE OF BUT ONE SUBSTANCE, THERE IS NO FRICTION BETWEEN VEHICLES: THUS, THERE IS LITTLE WEAR OR TEAR INCURRED BY THEIR BODILY FUNCTIONS, AND THEY THEREFORE LIVE TO GREAT AGE. THOSE COMPOSED OF EARTH ETHER ARE THE SHORTEST LIVED; THOSE COMPOSED OF AIR ETHER, THE LONGEST. THE AVERAGE LENGTH OF LIFE IS BETWEEN THREE HUNDRED AND A THOUSAND YEARS. PARACELSUS MAINTAINED THAT THEY LIVE IN CONDITIONS SIMILAR TO OUR EARTH ENVIRONMENTS, AND ARE SOMEWHAT SUBJECT TO DISEASE. THESE CREATURES ARE THOUGHT TO BE INCAPABLE OF SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT, BUT MOST OF THEM ARE OF A HIGH MORAL CHARACTER. CONCERNING THE ELEMENTAL ETHERS IN WHICH THE NATURE SPIRITS EXIST, PARACELSUS WROTE: "THEY LIVE IN THE FOUR ELEMENTS: THE NYMPHAE IN THE ELEMENT OF WATER, THE SYLPHES IN THAT OF THE AIR, THE PIGMIES IN THE EARTH, AND THE SALAMANDERS IN FIRE. THEY ARE ALSO CALLED UNDINAE, SYLVESTRES, GNOMI, VULCANI. EACH SPECIES MOVES ONLY IN THE ELEMENT TO WHICH IT BELONGS, AND NEITHER OF THEM CAN GO OUT OF ITS APPROPRIATE ELEMENT, WHICH IS TO THEM AS THE AIR IS TO US, OR THE WATER TO FISHES; AND NONE OF THEM CAN LIVE IN THE ELEMENT BELONGING TO ANOTHER CLASS. TO EACH ELEMENTAL BEING THE ELEMENT IN WHICH IT LIVES IS TRANSPARENT, INVISIBLE AND RESPIRABLE, AS THE ATMOSPHERE IS TO OURSELVES." THE READER SHOULD BE CAREFUL NOT TO CONFUSE THE NATURE SPIRITS WITH THE TRUE-LIFE WAVES EVOLVING THROUGH THE INVISIBLE WORLDS. WHILE THE ELEMENTALS ARE COMPOSED OF ONLY ONE ETHERIC (OR ATOMIC) ESSENCE, THE ANGELS, ARCHANGELS, AND OTHER SUPERIOR, TRANSCENDENTAL ENTITIES HAVE COMPOSITE ORGANISMS, CONSISTING OF A SPIRITUAL NATURE AND A CHAIN OF VEHICLES TO EXPRESS THAT NATURE NOT UNLIKE THOSE OF MEN, BUT NOT INCLUDING THE PHYSICAL BODY WITH ITS ATTENDANT LIMITATIONS. TO THE PHILOSOPHY OF NATURE SPIRITS IS GENERALLY ATTRIBUTED AN EASTERN ORIGIN, PROBABLY BRAHMANIC; AND PARACELSUS SECURED HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THEM FROM ORIENTAL SAGES WITH WHOM HE CAME IN CONTACT DURING HIS LIFETIME OF PHILOSOPHICAL WANDERINGS. THE EGYPTIANS AND GREEKS GLEANED THEIR INFORMATION FROM THE SAME SOURCE. THE FOUR MAIN DIVISIONS OF NATURE SPIRITS MUST NOW BE CONSIDERED SEPARATELY, ACCORDING TO THE TEACHINGS OF PARACELSUS AND THE ABBÉ DE VILLARS AND SUCH SCANTY WRITINGS OF OTHER AUTHORS AS ARE AVAILABLE.
THE GNOMES
THE ELEMENTALS WHO DWELL IN THAT ATTENUATED BODY OF THE EARTH WHICH IS CALLED THE TERREOUS ETHER ARE GROUPED TOGETHER UNDER THE GENERAL HEADING OF GNOMES. (THE NAME IS PROBABLY DERIVED FROM THE GREEK GENOMUS, MEANING EARTH DWELLER). JUST AS THERE ARE MANY TYPES OF HUMAN BEINGS EVOLVING THROUGH THE OBJECTIVE PHYSICAL ELEMENTS OF NATURE, SO THERE ARE MANY TYPES OF GNOMES EVOLVING THROUGH THE SUBJECTIVE ETHEREAL BODY OF NATURE. THESE EARTH SPIRITS WORK IN AN ELEMENT SO CLOSE IN VIBRATORY RATE TO THE MATERIAL EARTH THAT THEY HAVE IMMENSE POWER OVER ITS ROCKS AND FLORA, AND ALSO OVER THE MINERAL ELEMENTS IN THE ANIMAL AND HUMAN KINGDOMS. SOME, LIKE THE PYGMIES, WORK WITH THE STONES, GEMS, AND METALS, AND ARE SUPPOSED TO BE THE GUARDIANS OF HIDDEN TREASURES. THEY LIVE IN CAVES, FAR DOWN IN WHAT THE SCANDINAVIANS CALLED THE LAND OF THE NIBELUNGEN. IN WAGNER'S WONDERFUL OPERA CYCLE, THE RING OF THE NIBELUNGEN, ALBERICH MAKES HIMSELF KING OF THE PYGMIES AND FORCES THESE LITTLE CREATURES TO GATHER FOR HIM THE TREASURES CONCEALED BENEATH THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH. BESIDES THE PYGMIES THERE ARE OTHER GNOMES, WHO ARE CALLED TREE AND FOREST SPRITES. TO THIS GROUP BELONG THE SYLVESTRES, SATYRS, PANS, DRYADS, HAMADRYADS, DURDALIS, ELVES, BROWNIES, AND LITTLE OLD MEN OF THE WOODS. PARACELSUS STATES THAT THE GNOMES BUILD HOUSES OF SUBSTANCES RESEMBLING IN THEIR CONSTITUENCY’S ALABASTER, MARBLE, AND CEMENT, BUT THE TRUE NATURE OF THESE MATERIALS IS UNKNOWN, HAVING NO COUNTERPART IN PHYSICAL NATURE. SOME FAMILIES OF GNOMES GATHER IN COMMUNITIES, WHILE OTHERS ARE INDIGENOUS TO THE SUBSTANCES WITH AND IN WHICH THEY WORK. FOR EXAMPLE, THE HAMADRYADS LIVE AND DIE WITH THE PLANTS OR TREES OF WHICH THEY ARE A PART. EVERY SHRUB AND FLOWER, IS SAID TO HAVE ITS OWN NATURE SPIRIT, WHICH OFTEN USES THE PHYSICAL BODY OF THE PLANT AS ITS HABITATION. THE ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS, RECOGNIZING THE PRINCIPLE OF INTELLIGENCE MANIFESTING ITSELF IN EVERY DEPARTMENT OF NATURE ALIKE, BELIEVED THAT THE QUALITY OF NATURAL SELECTION EXHIBITED BY CREATURES NOT POSSESSING ORGANIZED MENTALITIES EXPRESSED IN REALITY THE DECISIONS OF THE NATURE SPIRITS THEMSELVES. C. M. GAYLEY, IN THE CLASSIC MYTHS, SAYS: "IT WAS A PLEASING TRAIT IN THE OLD PAGANISM THAT IT LOVED TO TRACE IN EVERY OPERATION OF NATURE THE AGENCY OF DEITY. THE IMAGINATION OF THE GREEKS PEOPLED THE REGIONS OF EARTH AND SEA WITH DIVINITIES, TO WHOSE AGENCY IT ATTRIBUTED THE PHENOMENA THAT OUR PHILOSOPHY ASCRIBES TO THE OPERATION OF NATURAL LAW." THUS, IN BEHALF OF THE PLANT IT WORKED WITH, THE ELEMENTAL ACCEPTED AND REJECTED FOOD ELEMENTS, DEPOSITED COLORING MATTER THEREIN, PRESERVED AND PROTECTED THE SEED, AND PERFORMED MANY OTHER BENEFICENT OFFICES. EACH SPECIES WAS SERVED BY A DIFFERENT BUT APPROPRIATE TYPE OF NATURE SPIRIT. THOSE WORKING WITH POISONOUS SHRUBS, FOR EXAMPLE, WERE OFFENSIVE IN THEIR APPEARANCE. IT IS SAID THE NATURE SPIRITS OF POISON HEMLOCK RESEMBLE CLOSELY TINY HUMAN SKELETONS, THINLY COVERED WITH A SEMI-TRANSPARENT FLESH. THEY LIVE IN AND THROUGH THE HEMLOCK, AND IF IT BE CUT DOWN REMAIN WITH THE BROKEN SHOOTS UNTIL BOTH DIE BUT WHILE THERE IS THE SLIGHTEST EVIDENCE OF LIFE IN THE SHRUB IT SHOWS THE PRESENCE OF THE ELEMENTAL GUARDIAN. GREAT TREES ALSO HAVE THEIR NATURE SPIRITS, BUT THESE ARE MUCH LARGER THAN THE ELEMENTALS OF SMALLER PLANTS. THE LABORS OF THE PYGMIES INCLUDE THE CUTTING OF THE CRYSTALS IN THE ROCKS AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF VEINS OF ORE. WHEN THE GNOMES ARE LABORING WITH ANIMALS OR HUMAN BEINGS, THEIR WORK IS CONFINED TO THE TISSUES CORRESPONDING WITH THEIR OWN NATURES. HENCE, THEY WORK WITH THE BONES, WHICH BELONG TO THE MINERAL KINGDOM, AND THE ANCIENTS BELIEVED THE RECONSTRUCTION OF BROKEN MEMBERS TO BE IMPOSSIBLE WITHOUT THE COOPERATION OF THE ELEMENTALS. THE GNOMES ARE OF VARIOUS SIZES--MOST OF THEM MUCH SMALLER THAN HUMAN BEINGS, THOUGH SOME OF THEM HAVE THE POWER OF CHANGING THEIR STATURE AT WILL. THIS IS THE RESULT OF THE EXTREME MOBILITY OF THE ELEMENT IN WHICH THEY FUNCTION. CONCERNING THEM THE ABBÉ DE VILLARS WROTE: "THE EARTH IS FILLED WELL NIGH TO ITS CENTER WITH GNOMES, PEOPLE OF SLIGHT STATURE, WHO ARE THE GUARDIANS OF TREASURES, MINERALS AND PRECIOUS STONES. THEY ARE INGENIOUS, FRIENDS OF MAN, AND EASY TO GOVERN." NOT ALL AUTHORITIES AGREE CONCERNING THE AMIABLE DISPOSITION OF THE GNOMES. MANY, STATE THAT THEY ARE OF A TRICKY AND MALICIOUS NATURE, DIFFICULT TO MANAGE, AND TREACHEROUS. WRITERS AGREE, HOWEVER, THAT WHEN THEIR CONFIDENCE IS WON, THEY ARE FAITHFUL AND TRUE. THE PHILOSOPHERS AND INITIATES OF THE ANCIENT WORLD WERE INSTRUCTED CONCERNING THESE MYSTERIOUS LITTLE PEOPLE AND WERE TAUGHT HOW TO COMMUNICATE WITH THEM AND GAIN THEIR COOPERATION IN UNDERTAKINGS OF IMPORTANCE. THE MAGI WERE ALWAYS WARNED, HOWEVER, NEVER TO BETRAY THE TRUST OF THE ELEMENTALS, FOR IF THEY DID, THE INVISIBLE CREATURES, WORKING THROUGH THE SUBJECTIVE NATURE OF MAN, COULD CAUSE THEM ENDLESS SORROW AND PROBABLY ULTIMATE DESTRUCTION. SO LONG AS THE MYSTIC SERVED OTHERS, THE GNOMES WOULD SERVE HIM, BUT IF HE SOUGHT TO USE THEIR AID SELFISHLY TO GAIN TEMPORAL POWER, THEY WOULD TURN UPON HIM WITH UNRELENTING FURY. THE SAME WAS TRUE IF HE SOUGHT TO DECEIVE THEM. THE EARTH SPIRITS MEET AT CERTAIN TIMES OF THE YEAR IN GREAT CONCLAVES, AS SHAKESPEARE SUGGESTS IN HIS MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM, WHERE THE ELEMENTALS ALL GATHER TO REJOICE IN THE BEAUTY AND HARMONY OF NATURE AND THE PROSPECTS OF AN EXCELLENT HARVEST. THE GNOMES ARE RULED OVER BY A KING, WHOM THEY GREATLY LOVE AND REVERE. HIS NAME IS GOB; HENCE HIS SUBJECTS ARE OFTEN CALLED GOBLINS. MEDIAEVAL MYSTICS GAVE A CORNER OF CREATION (ONE OF THE CARDINAL POINTS) TO EACH OF THE FOUR KINGDOMS OF NATURE SPIRITS, AND BECAUSE OF THEIR EARTHY CHARACTER THE GNOMES WERE ASSIGNED TO THE NORTH--THE PLACE RECOGNIZED BY THE ANCIENTS AS THE SOURCE OF DARKNESS AND DEATH. ONE OF THE FOUR MAIN DIVISIONS OF HUMAN DISPOSITION WAS ALSO ASSIGNED TO THE GNOMES, AND BECAUSE SO MANY OF THEM DWELT IN THE DARKNESS OF CAVES AND THE GLOOM OF FORESTS THEIR TEMPERAMENT WAS SAID TO BE MELANCHOLY, GLOOMY, AND DESPONDENT. BY THIS IT IS NOT MEANT THAT THEY THEMSELVES ARE OF SUCH DISPOSITION, BUT RATHER THAT THEY HAVE SPECIAL CONTROL OVER ELEMENTS OF SIMILAR CONSISTENCY. THE GNOMES MARRY AND HAVE FAMILIES, AND THE FEMALE GNOMES ARE CALLED GNOMIDES. SOME WEAR CLOTHING WOVEN OF THE ELEMENT IN WHICH THEY LIVE. IN OTHER INSTANCES, THEIR GARMENTS ARE PART OF THEMSELVES AND GROW WITH THEM, LIKE THE FUR OF ANIMALS. THE GNOMES ARE SAID TO HAVE INSATIABLE APPETITES, AND TO SPEND A GREAT PART OF THE RIME EATING, BUT THEY EARN THEIR FOOD BY DILIGENT AND CONSCIENTIOUS---
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CONVENTIONAL GNOMES.
THE TYPE OF GNOME MOST FREQUENTLY SEEN IS THE BROWNIE, OR ELF, A MISCHIEVOUS AND GROTESQUE LITTLE CREATURE FROM TWELVE TO EIGHTEEN INCHES HIGH, USUALLY DRESSED IN GREEN OR RUSSET BROWN. MOST OF THEM APPEAR AS VERY AGED, OFTEN WITH LONG WHITE BEARDS, AND THEIR FIGURES ARE INCLINED TO ROTUNDITY. THEY CAN BE SEEN SCAMPERING OUT OF HOLES IN THE STUMPS OF TREES AND SOMETIMES THEY VANISH BY ACTUALLY DISSOLVING INTO THE TREE ITSELF. LABOR. MOST OF THEM ARE OF A MISERLY TEMPERAMENT, FOND OF STORING THINGS AWAY IN SECRET PLACES. THERE IS ABUNDANT EVIDENCE OF THE FACT THAT SMALL CHILDREN OFTEN SEE THE GNOMES, INASMUCH AS THEIR CONTACT WITH THE MATERIAL SIDE OF NATURE IS NOT YET COMPLETE AND THEY STILL FUNCTION MORE OR LESS CONSCIOUSLY IN THE INVISIBLE WORLDS. ACCORDING TO PARACELSUS, "MAN LIVES IN THE EXTERIOR ELEMENTS AND THE ELEMENTALS LIVE IN THE INTERIOR ELEMENTS. THE LATTER HAVE DWELLINGS AND CLOTHING, MANNERS AND CUSTOMS, LANGUAGES AND GOVERNMENTS OF THEIR OWN, IN THE SAME SENSE AS THE BEES HAVE THEIR QUEENS AND HERDS OF ANIMALS THEIR LEADERS." PARACELSUS DIFFERS SOMEWHAT FROM THE GREEK MYSTICS CONCERNING THE ENVIRONMENTAL LIMITATIONS IMPOSED ON THE NATURE SPIRITS. THE SWISS PHILOSOPHER CONSTITUTES THEM OF SUBTLE INVISIBLE ETHERS. ACCORDING TO THIS HYPOTHESIS THEY WOULD BE VISIBLE ONLY AT CERTAIN TIMES AND ONLY TO THOSE EN RAPPORT WITH THEIR ETHEREAL VIBRATIONS. THE GREEKS, ON THE OTHER HAND, APPARENTLY BELIEVED THAT MANY NATURE SPIRITS HAD MATERIAL CONSTITUTIONS CAPABLE OF FUNCTIONING IN THE PHYSICAL WORLD. OFTEN THE RECOLLECTION OF A DREAM IS SO VIVID THAT, UPON AWAKENING, A PERSON ACTUALLY BELIEVES THAT HE HAS PASSED THROUGH A PHYSICAL EXPERIENCE. THE DIFFICULTY OF ACCURATELY JUDGING AS TO THE END OF PHYSICAL SIGHT AND THE BEGINNING OF ETHEREAL VISION MAY ACCOUNT FOR THESE DIFFERENCES OF OPINION. EVEN THIS EXPLANATION, HOWEVER, DOES NOT SATISFACTORILY ACCOUNT FOR THE SATYR WHICH, ACCORDING TO ST. JEROME, WAS CAPTURED ALIVE DURING THE REIGN OF CONSTANTINE AND EXHIBITED TO THE PEOPLE. IT WAS OF HUMAN FORM WITH THE HORNS AND FEET OF A GOAT. AFTER ITS DEATH IT WAS PRESERVED IN SALT AND TAKEN TO THE EMPEROR THAT HE MIGHT TESTIFY TO ITS REALITY. (IT IS WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF PROBABILITY THAT THIS CURIOSITY WAS WHAT MODERN SCIENCE KNOWS AS A MONSTROSITY.)
THE UNDINES
AS THE GNOMES WERE LIMITED IN THEIR FUNCTION TO THE ELEMENTS OF THE EARTH, SO THE UNDINES (A NAME GIVEN TO THE FAMILY OF WATER ELEMENTALS) FUNCTION IN THE INVISIBLE, SPIRITUAL ESSENCE CALLED HUMID (OR LIQUID) ETHER. IN ITS VIBRATORY RATE THIS IS CLOSE TO THE ELEMENT WATER, AND SO THE UNDINES ARE ABLE TO CONTROL, TO A GREAT DEGREE, THE COURSE AND FUNCTION OF THIS FLUID IN NATURE. BEAUTY SEEMS TO BE THE KEYNOTE OF THE WATER SPIRITS. WHEREVER WE FIND THEM PICTURED IN ART OR SCULPTURE, THEY ABOUND IN SYMMETRY AND GRACE. CONTROLLING THE WATER ELEMENT--WHICH HAS ALWAYS BEEN A FEMININE SYMBOL--IT IS NATURAL THAT THE WATER SPIRITS SHOULD MOST OFTEN BE SYMBOLIZED AS FEMALE. THERE ARE MANY GROUPS OF UNDINES. SOME INHABIT WATERFALLS, WHERE THEY CAN BE SEEN IN THE SPRAY; OTHERS ARE INDIGENOUS TO SWIFTLY MOVING RIVERS; SOME HAVE THEIR HABITAT IN DRIPPING, OOZING FENS OR MARSHES; WHILE OTHER GROUPS DWELL IN CLEAR MOUNTAIN LAKES. ACCORDING TO THE PHILOSOPHERS OF ANTIQUITY, EVERY FOUNTAIN HAD ITS NYMPH; EVERY OCEAN WAVE, ITS OCEANID. THE WATER SPIRITS WERE KNOWN UNDER SUCH NAMES AS OREADES, NEREIDES, LIMONIADES, NAIADES, WATER SPRITES, SEA MAIDS, MERMAIDS, AND POTAMIDES. OFTEN THE WATER NYMPHS DERIVED THEIR NAMES FROM THE STREAMS, LAKES, OR SEAS IN WHICH THEY DWELT. IN DESCRIBING THEM, THE ANCIENTS AGREED ON CERTAIN SALIENT FEATURES. IN GENERAL, NEARLY ALL THE UNDINES CLOSELY RESEMBLED HUMAN BEINGS IN APPEARANCE AND SIZE, THOUGH THE ONES INHABITING SMALL STREAMS AND FOUNTAINS WERE OF CORRESPONDINGLY LESSER PROPORTIONS. IT WAS BELIEVED THAT THESE WATER SPIRITS WERE OCCASIONALLY CAPABLE OF ASSUMING THE APPEARANCE OF NORMAL HUMAN BEINGS AND ACTUALLY ASSOCIATING WITH MEN AND WOMEN. THERE ARE MANY LEGENDS ABOUT THESE SPIRITS AND THEIR ADOPTION BY THE FAMILIES OF FISHERMEN, BUT IN NEARLY EVERY CASE THE UNDINES HEARD THE CALL OF THE WATERS AND RETURNED TO THE REALM OF NEPTUNE, THE KING OF THE SEA. PRACTICALLY NOTHING IS KNOWN CONCERNING THE MALE UNDINES. THE WATER SPIRITS DID NOT ESTABLISH HOMES IN THE SAME WAY THAT THE GNOMES DID, BUT LIVED IN CORAL CAVES UNDER THE OCEAN OR AMONG THE REEDS GROWING ON THE BANKS OF RIVERS OR THE SHORES OF LAKES. AMONG THE CELTS THERE IS A LEGEND TO THE EFFECT THAT IRELAND WAS PEOPLED, BEFORE THE COMING OF ITS PRESENT INHABITANTS, BY A STRANGE RACE OF SEMI-DIVINE CREATURES; WITH THE COMING OF THE MODEM CELTS THEY RETIRED INTO THE MARSHES AND FENS, WHERE THEY REMAIN EVEN TO THIS DAY. DIMINUTIVE UNDINES LIVED UNDER LILY PADS AND IN LITTLE HOUSES OF MOSS SPRAYED BY WATERFALLS. THE UNDINES WORKED WITH THE VITAL ESSENCES AND LIQUIDS IN PLANTS, ANIMALS, AND HUMAN BEINGS, AND WERE PRESENT IN EVERYTHING CONTAINING WATER. WHEN SEEN, THE UNDINES GENERALLY RESEMBLED THE GODDESSES OF GREEK STATUARY. THEY ROSE FROM THE WATER DRAPED IN MIST AND COULD NOT EXIST VERY LONG APART FROM IT. THERE ARE MANY FAMILIES OF UNDINES, EACH WITH ITS PECULIAR LIMITATIONS, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO CONSIDER THEM HERE IN DETAIL. THEIR RULER, NECKSA, THEY LOVE AND HONOR, AND SERVE UNTIRINGLY. THEIR TEMPERAMENT IS SAID TO BE VITAL, AND TO THEM HAS BEEN GIVEN AS THEIR THRONE THE WESTERN CORNER OF CREATION. THEY ARE RATHER EMOTIONAL BEINGS, FRIENDLY TO HUMAN LIFE AND FOND OF SERVING MANKIND. THEY ARE SOMETIMES PICTURED RIDING ON DOLPHINS OR OTHER GREAT FISH AND SEEM TO HAVE A SPECIAL LOVE OF FLOWERS AND PLANTS, WHICH THEY SERVE ALMOST AS DEVOTEDLY AND INTELLIGENTLY AS THE GNOMES. ANCIENT POETS HAVE SAID THAT THE SONGS OF THE UNDINES WERE HEARD IN THE WEST WIND AND THAT THEIR LIVES WERE CONSECRATED TO THE BEAUTIFYING OF THE MATERIAL EARTH.
THE SALAMANDERS
THE THIRD GROUP OF ELEMENTALS IS THE SALAMANDERS, OR SPIRITS OF FIRE, WHO LIVE IN THAT ATTENUATED, SPIRITUAL ETHER WHICH IS THE INVISIBLE FIRE ELEMENT OF NATURE. WITHOUT THEM MATERIAL FIRE CANNOT EXIST; A MATCH CANNOT BE STRUCK NOR WILL FLINT AND STEEL GIVE OFF THEIR SPARK WITHOUT THE ASSISTANCE OF A SALAMANDER, WHO IMMEDIATELY APPEARS (SO THE MEDIAEVAL MYSTICS BELIEVED), EVOKED BY FRICTION. MAN IS UNABLE TO COMMUNICATE SUCCESSFULLY WITH THE SALAMANDERS, OWING TO THE FIERY ELEMENT IN WHICH THEY DWELL, FOR EVERYTHING IS RESOLVED TO ASHES THAT COMES INTO THEIR PRESENCE. BY SPECIALLY PREPARED COMPOUNDS OF HERBS AND PERFUMES THE PHILOSOPHERS OF THE ANCIENT WORLD MANUFACTURED MANY KINDS OF INCENSE. WHEN INCENSE WAS BURNED, THE VAPORS WHICH AROSE WERE ESPECIALLY SUITABLE AS A MEDIUM FOR THE EXPRESSION OF THESE ELEMENTALS, WHO, BY BORROWING THE ETHEREAL EFFLUVIUM FROM THE INCENSE SMOKE, WERE ABLE TO MAKE THEIR PRESENCE FELT. THE SALAMANDERS ARE AS VARIED IN THEIR GROUPING AND ARRANGEMENT AS EITHER THE UNDINES OR THE GNOMES. THERE ARE MANY FAMILIES OF THEM, DIFFERING IN APPEARANCE, SIZE, AND DIGNITY. SOMETIMES THE SALAMANDERS WERE VISIBLE AS SMALL BALLS OF LIGHT. PARACELSUS SAYS: "SALAMANDERS HAVE BEEN SEEN IN THE SHAPES OF FIERY BALLS, OR TONGUES OF FIRE, RUNNING OVER THE FIELDS OR PEERING IN HOUSES." MEDIAEVAL INVESTIGATORS OF THE NATURE SPIRITS WERE OF THE OPINION THAT THE MOST COMMON FORM OF SALAMANDER WAS LIZARD-LIKE IN SHAPE, A FOOT OR MORE IN LENGTH, AND VISIBLE AS A GLOWING URODELA, TWISTING AND CRAWLING IN THE MIDST OF THE FIRE. ANOTHER GROUP WAS DESCRIBED AS HUGE FLAMING GIANTS IN FLOWING ROBES, PROTECTED WITH SHEETS OF FIERY ARMOR. CERTAIN MEDIAEVAL AUTHORITIES, AMONG THEM THE ABBÉ DE VILLARS, HELD THAT ZARATHUSTRA (ZOROASTER) WAS THE SON OF VESTA (BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN THE WIFE OF NOAH) AND THE GREAT SALAMANDER OROMASIS. HENCE, FROM THAT TIME ONWARD, UNDYING FIRES HAVE BEEN MAINTAINED UPON THE PERSIAN ALTARS IN HONOR OF ZARATHUSTRA'S FLAMING FATHER. ONE MOST IMPORTANT SUBDIVISION OF THE SALAMANDERS WAS THE ACTHNICI. THESE CREATURES APPEARED ONLY AS INDISTINCT GLOBES. THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO FLOAT OVER WATER AT NIGHT AND OCCASIONALLY TO APPEAR AS FORKS OF FLAME ON THE MASTS AND RIGGING OF SHIPS (ST. ELMO'S FIRE). THE SALAMANDERS WERE THE STRONGEST AND MOST POWERFUL OF THE ELEMENTALS, AND HAD AS THEIR RULER A MAGNIFICENT FLAMING SPIRIT CALLED DJIN, TERRIBLE AND AWE-INSPIRING IN APPEARANCE. THE SALAMANDERS WERE DANGEROUS AND THE SAGES WERE WARNED TO KEEP AWAY FROM THEM, AS THE BENEFITS DERIVED FROM STUDYING THEM WERE OFTEN NOT COMMENSURATE WITH THE PRICE PAID. AS THE ANCIENTS ASSOCIATED HEAT WITH THE SOUTH, THIS CORNER OF CREATION WAS ASSIGNED TO THE SALAMANDERS AS THEIR DRONE, AND THEY EXERTED SPECIAL INFLUENCE OVER ALL BEINGS OF FIERY OR TEMPESTUOUS TEMPERAMENT. IN BOTH ANIMALS AND MEN, THE SALAMANDERS WORK THROUGH THE EMOTIONAL NATURE BY MEANS OF THE BODY HEAT, THE LIVER, AND THE BLOOD STREAM. WITHOUT THEIR ASSISTANCE THERE WOULD BE NO WARMTH.
THE SYLPHS
WHILE THE SAGES SAID THAT THE FOURTH CLASS OF ELEMENTALS, OR SYLPHS, LIVED IN THE ELEMENT OF AIR, THEY MEANT BY THIS NOT THE NATURAL ATMOSPHERE OF THE EARTH, BUT THE INVISIBLE, INTANGIBLE, SPIRITUAL MEDIUM--AN ETHEREAL SUBSTANCE SIMILAR IN COMPOSITION TO OUR ATMOSPHERE, BUT FAR MORE SUBTLE. IN THE LAST: DISCOURSE OF SOCRATES, AS PRESERVED BY PLATO IN HIS PHÆDO, THE CONDEMNED PHILOSOPHER SAYS: "AND UPON THE EARTH ARE ANIMALS AND MEN, SOME IN A MIDDLE REGION, OTHERS (ELEMENTALS] DWELLING ABOUT THE AIR AS WE DWELL ABOUT THE SEA; OTHERS IN ISLANDS WHICH THE AIR FLOWS ROUND, NEAR THE CONTINENT; AND IN A WORD, THE AIR IS USED BY THEM AS THE WATER AND THE SEA ARE BY US, AND THE ETHER IS TO THEM WHAT THE AIR IS TO US. MORE OVER, THE TEMPERAMENT OF THEIR SEASONS IS SUCH THAT THEY HAVE NO DISEASE [PARACELSUS DISPUTES THIS], AND LIVE MUCH LONGER THAN WE DO,
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A MERMAID.
PROBABLY THE MOST FAMOUS OF THE UNDINES WERE THE MYTHOLOGICAL MERMAIDS [MERMAN’S], WITH WHICH EARLY MARINERS PEOPLED THE SEVEN SEAS. BELIEF IN THE EXISTENCE OF THESE CREATURES, THE UPPER HALF OF THEIR BODIES, HUMAN IN FORM AND THE LOWER HALF FISHLIKE, MAY HAVE BEEN INSPIRED BY FLOCKS OF PENGUINS SEEN AT GREAT DISTANCE, OR POSSIBLY SEALS. IN MEDIAEVAL DESCRIPTIONS OF MERMAIDS, IT WAS ALSO STATED THAT THEIR HAIR WAS GREEN LIKE SEAWEED AND THAT THEY WORE WREATHS TWISTED FROM THE BLOSSOMS OF SUBAQUEOUS PLANTS AND SEA ANEMONES. AND HAVE SIGHT AND BEARING AND SMELL, AND ALL THE OTHER SENSES, IN FAR GREATER PERFECTION, IN THE SAME DEGREE THAT AIR IS PURER THAN WATER OR THE ETHER THAN AIR. ALSO, THEY HAVE TEMPLES AND SACRED PLACES IN WHICH THE GODS REALLY DWELL, AND THEY HEAR THEIR VOICES AND RECEIVE THEIR ANSWERS, AND ARE CONSCIOUS OF THEM AND HOLD CONVERSE WITH THEM, AND THEY SEE THE SUN, MOON, AND STARS AS THEY REALLY ARE, AND THEIR OTHER BLESSEDNESS IS OF A PIECE WITH THIS." WHILE THE SYLPHS WERE BELIEVED TO LIVE AMONG THE CLOUDS AND IN THE SURROUNDING AIR, THEIR TRUE HOME WAS UPON THE TOPS OF MOUNTAINS. IN HIS EDITORIAL NOTES TO THE OCCULT SCIENCES OF SALVERTE, ANTHONY TODD THOMSON SAYS: "THE FAYES AND FAIRIES ARE EVIDENTLY OF SCANDINAVIAN ORIGIN, ALTHOUGH THE NAME OF FAIRY IS SUPPOSED TO BE DERIVED FROM, OR RATHER [IS] A MODIFICATION OF THE PERSIAN PERI, AN IMAGINARY BENEVOLENT BEING, WHOSE PROVINCE IT WAS TO GUARD MEN FROM THE MALEDICTIONS OF EVIL SPIRITS; BUT WITH MORE PROBABILITY IT MAY BE REFERRED TO THE GOTHIC FAGUR, AS THE TERM ELVES IS FROM ALFA, THE GENERAL APPELLATION FOR THE WHOLE TRIBE. IF THIS DERIVATION OF THE NAME OF FAIRY BE ADMITTED, WE MAY DATE THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE POPULAR BELIEF IN BRITISH FAIRIES TO THE PERIOD OF THE DANISH CONQUEST. THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO BE DIMINUTIVE AERIAL BEINGS, BEAUTIFUL, LIVELY, AND BENEFICENT IN THEIR INTERCOURSE WITH MORTALS, INHABITING A REGION CALLED FAIRY LAND, ALF-HEINNER; COMMONLY APPEARING ON EARTH AT INTERVALS--WHEN THEY LEFT TRACES OF THEIR VISITS, IN BEAUTIFUL GREEN-RINGS, WHERE THE DEWY SWARD HAD BEEN TRODDEN IN THEIR MOONLIGHT DANCES." TO THE SYLPHS THE ANCIENTS GAVE THE LABOR OF MODELING THE SNOWFLAKES AND GATHERING CLOUDS. THIS LATTER THEY ACCOMPLISHED WITH THE COOPERATION OF THE UNDINES WHO SUPPLIED THE MOISTURE. THE WINDS WERE THEIR PARTICULAR VEHICLE AND THE ANCIENTS REFERRED TO THEM AS THE SPIRITS OF THE AIR. THEY ARE THE HIGHEST OF ALL THE ELEMENTALS, THEIR NATIVE ELEMENT BEING THE HIGHEST IN VIBRATORY RATE. THEY LIVE HUNDREDS OF YEARS, OFTEN ATTAINING TO A THOUSAND YEARS AND NEVER SEEMING TO GROW OLD. THE LEADER OF THE SYLPHS IS CALLED PARALDA, WHO IS SAID TO DWELL ON THE HIGHEST MOUNTAIN OF THE EARTH. THE FEMALE SYLPHS WERE CALLED SYLPHIDS. IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE SYLPHS, SALAMANDERS, AND NYMPHS HAD MUCH TO DO WITH THE ORACLES OF THE ANCIENTS; THAT IN FACT THEY WERE THE ONES WHO SPOKE FROM THE DEPTHS OF THE EARTH AND FROM THE AIR ABOVE. THE SYLPHS SOMETIMES ASSUME HUMAN FORM, BUT APPARENTLY FOR ONLY SHORT PERIODS OF TIME. THEIR SIZE VARIES, BUT IN THE MAJORITY OF CASES THEY ARE NO LARGER THAN HUMAN BEINGS AND OFTEN CONSIDERABLY SMALLER. IT IS SAID THAT THE SYLPHS HAVE ACCEPTED HUMAN BEINGS INTO THEIR COMMUNITIES AND HAVE PERMITTED THEM TO LIVE THERE FOR A CONSIDERABLE PERIOD; IN FACT, PARACELSUS WROTE OF SUCH AN INCIDENT, BUT OF COURSE IT COULD NOT HAVE OCCURRED WHILE THE HUMAN STRANGER WAS IN HIS PHYSICAL BODY. BY SOME, THE MUSES OF THE GREEKS ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN SYLPHS, FOR THESE SPIRITS ARE SAID TO GATHER AROUND THE MIND OF THE DREAMER, THE POET, AND THE ARTIST, AND INSPIRE HIM WITH THEIR INTIMATE KNOWLEDGE OF THE BEAUTIES AND WORKINGS OF NATURE. TO THE SYLPHS WERE GIVEN THE EASTERN CORNER OF CREATION. THEIR TEMPERAMENT IS MIRTHFUL, CHANGEABLE, AND ECCENTRIC. THE PECULIAR QUALITIES COMMON TO MEN OF GENIUS ARE SUPPOSEDLY THE RESULT OF THE COOPERATION OF SYLPHS, WHOSE AID ALSO BRINGS WITH IT THE SYLPHIC INCONSISTENCY. THE SYLPHS LABOR WITH THE GASES OF THE HUMAN BODY AND INDIRECTLY WITH THE NERVOUS SYSTEM, WHERE THEIR INCONSTANCY IS AGAIN APPARENT. THEY HAVE NO FIXED DOMICILE, BUT WANDER ABOUT FROM PLACE TO PLACE--ELEMENTAL NOMADS, INVISIBLE BUT EVER-PRESENT POWERS IN THE INTELLIGENT ACTIVITY OF THE UNIVERSE.
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS
CERTAIN OF THE ANCIENTS, DIFFERING WITH PARACELSUS, SHARED THE OPINION THAT THE ELEMENTAL KINGDOMS WERE CAPABLE OF WAGING WAR UPON ONE ANOTHER, AND THEY RECOGNIZED IN THE BATTLING’S OF THE ELEMENTS, DISAGREEMENTS AMONG THESE KINGDOMS OF NATURE SPIRITS. WHEN LIGHTNING STRUCK A ROCK AND SPLINTERED IT, THEY BELIEVED THAT THE SALAMANDERS WERE ATTACKING THE GNOMES. AS THEY COULD NOT ATTACK ONE ANOTHER ON THE PLANE OF THEIR OWN PECULIAR ETHERIC ESSENCES, OWING TO THE FACT THAT THERE WAS NO VIBRATORY CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE FOUR ETHERS OF WHICH THESE KINGDOMS ARE COMPOSED, THEY HAD TO ATTACK THROUGH A COMMON DENOMINATOR, NAMELY, THE MATERIAL SUBSTANCE OF THE PHYSICAL UNIVERSE OVER WHICH THEY HAD A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF POWER. WARS WERE ALSO FOUGHT WITHIN THE GROUPS THEMSELVES; ONE ARMY OF GNOMES WOULD ATTACK ANOTHER ARMY, AND CIVIL WAR WOULD BE RIFE AMONG THEM. PHILOSOPHERS OF LONG AGO SOLVED THE PROBLEMS OF NATURE'S APPARENT INCONSISTENCIES BY INDIVIDUALIZING AND PERSONIFYING ALL ITS FORCES, CREDITING THEM WITH HAVING TEMPERAMENTS NOT UNLIKE THE HUMAN AND THEN EXPECTING THEM TO EXHIBIT TYPICAL HUMAN INCONSISTENCIES. THE FOUR FIXED SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC WERE ASSIGNED TO THE FOUR KINGDOMS OF ELEMENTALS. THE GNOMES WERE SAID TO BE OF THE NATURE OF TAURUS; THE UNDINES, OF THE NATURE OF SCORPIO; THE SALAMANDERS EXEMPLIFIED THE CONSTITUTION OF LEO; WHILE THE SYLPHS MANIPULATED THE EMANATIONS OF AQUARIUS. THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH GATHERED ALL THE ELEMENTAL ENTITIES TOGETHER UNDER THE TITLE OF DEMON. THIS IS A MISNOMER WITH FAR-REACHING CONSEQUENCES, FOR TO THE AVERAGE MIND THE WORD DEMON MEANS AN EVIL THING, AND THE NATURE SPIRITS ARE ESSENTIALLY NO MORE MALEVOLENT THAN ARE THE MINERALS, PLANTS, AND ANIMALS. MANY OF THE EARLY CHURCH FATHERS ASSERTED THAT THEY HAD MET AND DEBATED WITH THE ELEMENTALS. AS ALREADY STATED, THE NATURE SPIRITS ARE WITHOUT HOPE OF IMMORTALITY, ALTHOUGH SOME PHILOSOPHERS HAVE MAINTAINED THAT IN ISOLATED CASES IMMORTALITY WAS CONFERRED UPON THEM BY ADEPTS AND INITIATES WHO UNDERSTOOD CERTAIN SUBTLE PRINCIPLES OF THE INVISIBLE WORLD. AS DISINTEGRATION TAKES PLACE IN THE PHYSICAL WORLD, SO IT TAKES PLACE IN THE ETHEREAL COUNTERPART OF PHYSICAL SUBSTANCE. UNDER NORMAL CONDITIONS AT DEATH, A NATURE SPIRIT IS MERELY RESOLVED BACK INTO THE TRANSPARENT PRIMARY ESSENCE FROM WHICH IT WAS ORIGINALLY INDIVIDUALIZED. WHATEVER EVOLUTIONARY GROWTH IS MADE IS RECORDED SOLELY IN THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF THAT PRIMARY ESSENCE, OR ELEMENT, AND NOT IN THE TEMPORARILY INDIVIDUALIZED ENTITY OF THE ELEMENTAL. BEING WITHOUT MAN'S COMPOUND ORGANISM AND LACKING HIS SPIRITUAL AND INTELLECTUAL VEHICLES, THE NATURE SPIRITS ARE SUBHUMAN IN THEIR RATIONAL INTELLIGENCE, BUT FROM THEIR FUNCTIONS--LIMITED TO ONE ELEMENT--HAS RESULTED A SPECIALIZED TYPE OF INTELLIGENCE FAR AHEAD OF MAN IN THOSE LINES OF RESEARCH PECULIAR TO THE ELEMENT IN WHICH THEY EXIST. THE TERMS INCUBUS AND SUCCUBUS HAVE BEEN APPLIED INDISCRIMINATELY BY THE CHURCH FATHERS TO ELEMENTALS. THE INCUBUS AND SUCCUBUS, HOWEVER, ARE EVIL AND UNNATURAL CREATIONS, WHEREAS ELEMENTALS, IS A COLLECTIVE TERM FOR ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE FOUR ELEMENTAL ESSENCES. ACCORDING TO PARACELSUS, THE INCUBUS AND SUCCUBUS (WHICH ARE MALE AND FEMALE RESPECTIVELY) ARE PARASITICAL CREATURES SUBSISTING UPON THE EVIL THOUGHTS AND EMOTIONS OF THE ASTRAL BODY. THESE TERMS ARE ALSO APPLIED TO THE SUPER-PHYSICAL ORGANISMS OF SORCERERS AND BLACK MAGICIANS. WHILE THESE LARVAE ARE IN NO SENSE IMAGINARY BEINGS, THEY ARE, NEVERTHELESS, THE OFFSPRING OF THE IMAGINATION. BY THE ANCIENT SAGES THEY WERE RECOGNIZED AS THE INVISIBLE CAUSE OF VICE BECAUSE THEY HOVER IN THE ETHERS SURROUNDING THE MORALLY WEAK AND CONTINUALLY INCITE THEM TO EXCESSES OF A DEGRADING NATURE. FOR THIS REASON, THEY FREQUENT THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE DOPE DEN, THE DIVE, AND THE BROTHEL, WHERE THEY ATTACH THEMSELVES TO THOSE UNFORTUNATES WHO HAVE GIVEN THEMSELVES UP TO INIQUITY. BY PERMITTING HIS SENSES TO BECOME DEADENED THROUGH INDULGENCE IN HABIT-FORMING DRUGS OR ALCOHOLIC STIMULANTS, THE INDIVIDUAL BECOMES TEMPORARILY EN RAPPORT WITH THESE DENIZENS OF THE ASTRAL PLANE. THE HOURIS SEEN BY THE HASHEESH OR OPIUM ADDICT AND THE LURID MONSTERS WHICH TORMENT THE VICTIM OF DELIRIUM TREMENS ARE EXAMPLES OF SUBMUNDANE BEINGS, VISIBLE ONLY TO THOSE WHOSE EVIL PRACTICES ARE THE MAGNET FOR THEIR ATTRACTION. DIFFERING WIDELY FROM THE ELEMENTALS AND ALSO THE INCUBUS AND SUCCUBUS IS THE VAMPIRE, WHICH IS DEFINED BY PARACELSUS AS THE ASTRAL BODY OF A PERSON EITHER LIVING OR DEAD (USUALLY THE LATTER STATE). THE VAMPIRE SEEKS TO PROLONG EXISTENCE UPON THE PHYSICAL PLANE BY ROBBING THE LIVING OF THEIR VITAL ENERGIES AND MISAPPROPRIATING SUCH ENERGIES TO ITS OWN ENDS. IN HIS DE ENTE SPIRITUALI PARACELSUS WRITES THUS OF THESE MALIGNANT BEINGS: "A HEALTHY AND PURE PERSON CANNOT BECOME OBSESSED BY THEM, BECAUSE SUCH LARVAE CAN ONLY ACT UPON MEN IF THE LATER MAKE ROOM FOR THEM IN THEIR MINDS. A HEALTHY MIND IS A CASTLE THAT CANNOT BE INVADED WITHOUT THE WILL OF ITS MASTER; BUT IF THEY ARE ALLOWED TO ENTER, THEY EXCITE THE PASSIONS OF MEN AND WOMEN, THEY CREATE CRAVINGS IN THEM, THEY PRODUCE BAD THOUGHTS WHICH ACT INJURIOUSLY UPON THE BRAIN; THEY SHARPEN THE ANIMAL INTELLECT AND SUFFOCATE THE MORAL SENSE. EVIL SPIRITS OBSESS ONLY THOSE HUMAN BEINGS IN WHOM THE ANIMAL NATURE IS PREDOMINATING. MINDS THAT ARE ILLUMINATED BY THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH CANNOT BE POSSESSED; ONLY THOSE WHO ARE HABITUALLY GUIDED BY THEIR OWN LOWER IMPULSES MAY BECOME SUBJECTED TO THEIR INFLUENCES." A STRANGE CONCEPT, AND ONE SOMEWHAT AT VARIANCE WITH THE CONVENTIONAL, IS THAT EVOLVED BY THE COUNT DE GABALIS CONCERNING THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, NAMELY, THAT IT REPRESENTS THE UNION OF A HUMAN BEING WITH AN ELEMENTAL. AMONG THE OFFSPRING OF SUCH UNIONS HE LISTS HERCULES, ACHILLES, ÆNEAS, THESEUS, MELCHIZEDEK, THE DIVINE PLATO, APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, AND MERLIN THE MAGICIAN.
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A SYLPH.
THE SYLPHS WERE CHANGEABLE ENTITIES, PASSING TO AND FRO WITH THE RAPIDITY OF LIGHTNING. THEY WORK THROUGH THE GASES AND ETHERS OF 
THE EARTH AND ARE KINDLY DISPOSED TOWARD HUMAN BEINGS. THEY ARE NEARLY ALWAYS REPRESENTED AS WINGED, SOMETIMES AS TINY CHERUBS AND AT OTHER TIMES AS DELICATE FAIRIES.
HERMETIC PHARMACOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, AND THERAPEUTICS
THE ART OF HEALING WAS ORIGINALLY ONE OF THE SECRET SCIENCES OF THE PRIEST-CRAFT, AND THE MYSTERY OF ITS SOURCE IS OBSCURED BY THE SAME VEIL WHICH HIDES THE GENESIS OF RELIGIOUS BELIEF. ALL HIGHER FORMS OF KNOWLEDGE WERE ORIGINALLY IN THE POSSESSION OF THE SACERDOTAL CASTES. THE TEMPLE WAS THE CRADLE OF CIVILIZATION. THE PRIESTS, EXERCISING THEIR DIVINE PREROGATIVE, MADE THE LAWS AND ENFORCED THEM; APPOINTED THE RULERS AND CONTROLLED THAN; MINISTERED TO THE NEEDS OF THE LIVING, AND GUIDED THE DESTINIES OF THE DEAD. ALL BRANCHES OF LEARNING WERE MONOPOLIZED BY THE PRIESTHOOD, WHO ADMITTED INTO THEIR RANKS ONLY THOSE INTELLECTUALLY AND MORALLY QUALIFIED TO PERPETUATE THEIR ARCANUM. THE FOLLOWING QUOTATION FROM PLATO'S STATESMAN IS APROPOS OF THE SUBJECT: "…IN EGYPT, THE KING HIMSELF IS NOT ALLOWED TO REIGN, UNLESS HE, HAVE PRIESTLY POWERS; AND IF HE SHOULD BE ONE OF ANOTHER CLASS, AND HAVE OBTAINED THE THRONE BY VIOLENCE, HE MUST GET ENROLLED IN THE PRIEST-CRAFT." CANDIDATES ASPIRING TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE RELIGIOUS ORDERS UNDERWENT SEVERE TESTS TO PROVE THEIR WORTHINESS. THESE ORDEALS WERE CALLED INITIATIONS [ENOCH]. THOSE WHO PASSED THEM SUCCESSFULLY WERE WELCOMED AS BROTHERS BY THE PRIESTS AND WERE INSTRUCTED IN THE SECRET TEACHINGS. AMONG THE ANCIENTS, PHILOSOPHY, SCIENCE, AND RELIGION WERE NEVER CONSIDERED AS SEPARATE UNITS: EACH WAS REGARDED AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE WHOLE. PHILOSOPHY WAS SCIENTIFIC AND RELIGIOUS; SCIENCE WAS PHILOSOPHIC AND RELIGIOUS I RELIGION WAS PHILOSOPHIC AND SCIENTIFIC. PERFECT WISDOM WAS CONSIDERED UNATTAINABLE SAVE AS THE RESULT OF HARMONIZING ALL THREE OF THESE EXPRESSIONS OF MENTAL AND MORAL ACTIVITY. WHILE MODERN PHYSICIANS ACCREDIT HIPPOCRATES WITH BEING THE FATHER OF MEDICINE, THE ANCIENT THERAPEUTÆ ASCRIBED TO THE IMMORTAL HERMES THE DISTINCTION OF BEING THE FOUNDER OF THE ART OF HEALING. CLEMENS ALEXANDRINUS, IN DESCRIBING THE BOOKS PURPORTED TO BE FROM THE STYLUS OF HERMES, DIVIDED THE SACRED WRITINGS INTO SIX GENERAL CLASSIFICATIONS, ONE OF WHICH, THE PASTOPHORUS, WAS DEVOTED TO THE SCIENCE OF MEDICINE. THE SMARAGDINE, OR EMERALD TABLET FOUND IN THE VALLEY OF EBRON AND GENERALLY ACCREDITED TO HERMES, IS IN REALITY A CHEMICAL FORMULA OF A HIGH AND SECRET ORDER. HIPPOCRATES, THE FAMOUS GREEK PHYSICIAN, DURING THE FIFTH CENTURY BEFORE CHRIST, DISSOCIATED THE HEALING ART FROM THE OTHER SCIENCES OF THE TEMPLE AND THEREBY ESTABLISHED A PRECEDENT FOR SEPARATENESS. ONE OF THE CONSEQUENCES IS THE PRESENT WIDESPREAD CRASS SCIENTIFIC MATERIALISM. THE ANCIENTS REALIZED THE INTERDEPENDENCE OF THE SCIENCES. THE MODERNS DO NOT; AND AS A RESULT, INCOMPLETE SYSTEMS OF LEARNING ARE ATTEMPTING TO MAINTAIN ISOLATED INDIVIDUALISM. THE OBSTACLES WHICH CONFRONT PRESENT-DAY SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH ARE LARGELY THE RESULT OF PREJUDICIAL LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY THOSE WHO ARE UNWILLING TO ACCEPT THAT WHICH TRANSCENDS THE CONCRETE PERCEPTIONS OF THE FIVE PRIMARY HUMAN SENSES.
THE PARACELSIAN SYSTEM OF MEDICAL PHILOSOPHY
DURING THE MIDDLE AGES THE LONG-IGNORED AXIOMS AND FORMULAE OF HERMETIC WISDOM WERE ASSEMBLED ONCE MORE, AND CHRONICLED, AND SYSTEMATIC ATTEMPTS WERE MADE TO TEST THEIR ACCURACY. TO THEOPHRASTUS OF HOHENHEIM, WHO CALLED HIMSELF PARACELSUS (A NAME MEANING "GREATER THAN CELSUS"), THE WORLD IS INDEBTED FOR MUCH OF THE KNOWLEDGE IT NOW POSSESSES OF THE ANCIENT SYSTEMS OF MEDICINE. PARACELSUS DEVOTED HIS ENTIRE LIFE TO THE STUDY AND EXPOSITION OF HERMETIC PHILOSOPHY. EVERY NOTION AND THEORY, WAS GRIST TO HIS MILL, AND, WHILE MEMBERS OF THE MEDICAL FRATERNITY BELITTLE HIS MEMORY NOW AS THEY OPPOSED HIS SYSTEM THEN, THE OCCULT WORLD KNOWS THAT HE WILL YET BE RECOGNIZED AS THE GREATEST PHYSICIAN OF ALL TIMES. WHILE THE HETERODOX AND EXOTIC TEMPERAMENT OF PARACELSUS HAS BEEN HELD AGAINST HIM BY HIS ENEMIES, AND HIS WANDERLUST HAS BEEN CALLED VAGABONDAGE, HE WAS ONE OF THE FEW MINDS WHO INTELLIGENTLY SOUGHT TO RECONCILE THE ART OF HEALING WITH THE PHILOSOPHIC AND RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS OF PAGANISM AND CHRISTIANITY. IN DEFENDING HIS RIGHT TO SEEK KNOWLEDGE IN ALL PARTS OF THE EARTH, AND AMONG ALL CLASSES OF SOCIETY, PARACELSUS WROTE: "THEREFORE I CONSIDER THAT IT IS FOR ME A MATTER OF PRAISE, NOT OF BLAME, THAT I HAVE HITHERTO AND WORTHILY PURSUED MY WANDERINGS. FOR THIS WILL I BEAR WITNESS RESPECTING NATURE: HE WHO WILL INVESTIGATE HER WAYS MUST TRAVEL HER BOOKS WITH HIS FEET. THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN IS INVESTIGATED THROUGH ITS LETTERS, BUT NATURE FROM LAND TO LAND-AS OFTEN A LAND SO OFTEN A LEAF. THUS, IS THE CODEX OF NATURE, THUS MUST ITS LEAVES BE TURNED." PARACELSUS WAS A GREAT OBSERVATIONALIST, AND THOSE WHO KNEW HIM BEST HAVE CALLED HIM "THE SECOND HERMES" AND "THE TRISMEGISTUS OF SWITZERLAND." HE TRAVELED EUROPE FROM END TO END, AND MAY HAVE PENETRATED EASTERN LANDS WHILE RUNNING DOWN SUPERSTITIONS AND FERRETING OUT SUPPOSEDLY LOST DOCTRINES. FROM THE GYPSIES HE LEARNED MUCH CONCERNING THE USES OF SIMPLES, AND APPARENTLY FROM THE ARABIANS CONCERNING THE MAKING OF TALISMANS AND THE [SEXLESS] INFLUENCES OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES. PARACELSUS FELT THAT THE HEALING OF THE SICK WAS OF FAR GREATER IMPORTANCE THAN THE MAINTAINING OF AN ORTHODOX MEDICAL STANDING, SO HE SACRIFICED WHAT MIGHT OTHERWISE HAVE BEEN A DIGNIFIED MEDICAL CAREER AND AT THE COST OF LIFELONG PERSECUTION BITTERLY ATTACKED THE THERAPEUTIC SYSTEMS OF HIS DAY. UPPERMOST IN HIS MIND WAS THE HYPOTHESIS THAT EVERYTHING IN THE UNIVERSE IS GOOD FOR SOMETHING--WHICH ACCOUNTS FOR HIS CUTTING FUNGUS FROM TOMBSTONES AND COLLECTING DEW ON GLASS PLATES AT MIDNIGHT. HE WAS A TRUE EXPLORER OF NATURE'S ARCANUM. MANY AUTHORITIES HAVE HELD THE OPINION THAT HE WAS THE DISCOVERER OF MESMERISM, AND THAT MESMER EVOLVED THE ART AS THE RESULT OF STUDYING THE WRITINGS OF THIS GREAT SWISS PHYSICIAN. THE UTTER CONTEMPT WHICH PARACELSUS FELT FOR THE NARROW SYSTEMS OF MEDICINE IN VOGUE DURING HIS LIFETIME, AND HIS CONVICTION OF THEIR INADEQUACY, ARE BEST EXPRESSED IN HIS OWN QUAINT WAY: "BUT THE NUMBER OF DISEASES THAT ORIGINATE FROM SOME UNKNOWN CAUSES IS FAR GREATER THAN THOSE THAT COME FROM MECHANICAL CAUSES, AND FOR SUCH DISEASES OUR PHYSICIANS KNOW NO CURE BECAUSE NOT KNOWING SUCH CAUSES THEY CANNOT REMOVE THEM. ALL THEY CAN PRUDENTLY DO IS TO OBSERVE THE PATIENT AND MAKE THEIR GUESSES ABOUT HIS CONDITION; AND THE PATIENT MAY REST SATISFIED IF THE MEDICINES ADMINISTERED TO HIM DO NO SERIOUS HARM, AND DO NOT PREVENT HIS RECOVERY. THE BEST OF OUR POPULAR PHYSICIANS ARE THE ONES THAT DO LEAST HARM. BUT, UNFORTUNATELY, SOME POISON THEIR PATIENTS WITH MERCURY, OTHERS PURGE THEM OR BLEED THEM TO DEATH. THERE ARE SOME WHO HAVE LEARNED SO MUCH THAT THEIR LEARNING HAS DRIVEN OUT ALL THEIR COMMON SENSE, AND A THERE ARE OTHERS WHO CARE A GREAT: DEAL MORE FOR THEIR OWN PROFIT THAN FOR THE HEALTH OF THEIR PATIENTS. A DISEASE DOES NOT CHANGE ITS STATE TO ACCOMMODATE ITSELF TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE PHYSICIAN, BUT THE PHYSICIAN SHOULD UNDERSTAND THE CAUSES OF THE DISEASE. A PHYSICIAN SHOULD BE A SERVANT OF NATURE, AND NOT HER ENEMY; HE SHOULD BE ABLE TO GUIDE AND DIRECT HER IN HER STRUGGLE FOR LIFE AND NOT THROW, BY HIS UNREASONABLE INTERFERENCE, FRESH OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF RECOVERY." THE BELIEF THAT NEARLY ALL DISEASES HAVE THEIR ORIGIN IN THE INVISIBLE NATURE OF MAN (THE ASTRUM) IS A FUNDAMENTAL PRECEPT OF HERMETIC MEDICINE, FOR WHILE HERMETISTS IN NO WAY DISREGARDED THE PHYSICAL BODY, THEY BELIEVED THAT MAN'S MATERIAL CONSTITUTION WAS AN EMANATION FROM, OR AN OBJECTIFICATION OF, HIS INVISIBLE SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES. A BRIEF, BUT IT IS BELIEVED FAIRLY COMPREHENSIVE, RÉSUMÉ OF THE HERMETIC PRINCIPLES OF PARACELSUS FOLLOWS.
[image: THE TITLE PAGE OF THE BOOK OF ALZE.]
THE TITLE PAGE OF THE BOOK OF ALZE.
THIS TITLE PAGE IS A FURTHER EXAMPLE OF HERMETIC AND ALCHEMICAL SYMBOLISM. THE SEVEN-POINTED STAR OF THE SACRED METALS IS ARRANGED THAT ONE BLACK POINT IS DOWNWARD, THUS SYMBOLIZING SATURN, THE DESTROYER. BEGINNING IN THE SPACE IMMEDIATELY TO THE LEFT OF THE BLACK POINT, READING CLOCKWISE DISCLOSES THE CRYPTIC WORD VITRIOL FORMED BY THE CAPITAL LETTERS OF THE SEVEN LATIN WORDS IN THE OUTER CIRCLE. THERE IS ONE VITAL SUBSTANCE IN NATURE UPON WHICH ALL THINGS SUBSIST. IT IS CALLED ARCHAEUS, OR VITAL LIFE FORCE, AND IS SYNONYMOUS WITH THE ASTRAL LIGHT OR SPIRITUAL AIR OF THE ANCIENTS. IN REGARD TO THIS SUBSTANCE, ELIPHAS LEVI HAS WRITTEN: "LIGHT, THAT CREATIVE AGENT, THE VIBRATIONS OF WHICH ARE THE MOVEMENT AND LIFE OF ALL THINGS; LIGHT, LATENT IN THE UNIVERSAL ETHER, RADIATING ABOUT ABSORBING CENTERS, WHICH, BEING SATURATED THEREBY, PROJECT MOVEMENT AND LIFE IN THEIR TURN, SO FORMING CREATIVE CURRENTS; LIGHT, ASTRALIZED IN THE STARS, ANIMALIZED IN ANIMALS, HUMANIZED IN HUMAN BEINGS; LIGHT, WHICH VEGETATES ALL PLANTS, GLISTENS IN METALS, PRODUCES ALL FORMS OF NATURE AND EQUILIBRATES ALL BY THE LAWS OF UNIVERSAL SYMPATHY--THIS IS THE LIGHT WHICH EXHIBITS THE PHENOMENA OF MAGNETISM, DIVINED BY PARACELSUS, WHICH TINCTURES THE BLOOD, BEING RELEASED FROM THE AIR AS IT IS INHALED AND DISCHARGED BY THE HERMETIC BELLOWS OF THE LUNGS." (THE HISTORY OF MAGIC.) THIS VITAL ENERGY HAS ITS ORIGIN IN THE SPIRITUAL BODY OF THE EARTH. EVERY CREATED THING HAS TWO BODIES, ONE VISIBLE AND SUBSTANTIAL, THE OTHER INVISIBLE AND TRANSCENDENT. THE LATTER CONSISTS OF AN ETHEREAL COUNTERPART OF THE PHYSICAL FORM; IT CONSTITUTES THE VEHICLE OF ARCHAEUS, AND MAY BE CALLED A VITAL BODY. THIS ETHERIC SHADOW SHEATH IS NOT DISSIPATED BY DEATH, BUT REMAINS UNTIL THE PHYSICAL FORM IS ENTIRELY DISINTEGRATED. THESE "ETHERIC DOUBLES, "SEEN AROUND GRAVEYARDS, HAVE GIVEN RISE TO A BELIEF IN GHOSTS. BEING MUCH FINER IN ITS SUBSTANCES THAN THE EARTHLY BODY, THE ETHERIC DOUBLE IS FAR MORE SUSCEPTIBLE TO IMPULSES AND INHARMONIES. IT IS DERANGEMENTS OF THIS ASTRAL LIGHT BODY THAT CAUSE MUCH DISEASE. PARACELSUS TAUGHT THAT A PERSON WITH A MORBID MENTAL ATTITUDE COULD POISON HIS OWN ETHERIC NATURE, AND THIS INFECTION, DIVERTING THE NATURAL FLOW OF VITAL LIFE FORCE, WOULD LATER APPEAR AS A PHYSICAL AILMENT. ALL PLANTS AND MINERALS HAVE AN INVISIBLE NATURE COMPOSED OF THIS "ARCHAEUS," BUT EACH, MANIFESTS IT IN A DIFFERENT WAY. CONCERNING THE ASTRAL-LIGHT BODIES OF FLOWERS, JAMES GAFFAREL, IN 1650, WROTE THE FOLLOWING: "I ANSWER, THAT THOUGH THEY BE CHOPT IN PIECES, BRAYED IN A MORTAR, AND EVEN BURNT TO ASHES; YET DO THEY NEVERTHELESSE RETAINE, (BY A CERTAINE SECRET, AND WONDERFULL POWER OF NATURE), BOTH IN THE JUYCE, AND IN THE ASHES, THE SELFE SAME FORME, AND FIGURE, THAT THEY HAD BEFORE: AND THOUGH IT BE NOT THERE VISIBLE, YET IT MAY BY ART BE DRAWNE FORTH, AND MADE VISIBLE TO THE EYE, BY AN ARTIST. THIS PERHAPS WILL SEEM A RIDICULOUS STORY TO THOSE, WHO READE ONLY THE TITLES OF BOOKES: BUT, THOSE THAT PLEASE, MAY SEE THIS TRUTH CONFIRMED, IF THEY BUT HAVE RECOURSE TO THE WORKES OF M. DU CHESNE, S. DE LA VIOLETTE, ONE OF THE BEST CHYMISTS THAT OUR AGE HATH PRODUCED; WHO AFFIRMES, THAT HIMSELFE SAW AN EXCELLENT POLICH PHYSICIAN OF CRACOVIA, WHO KEPT, IN GLASSES, THE ASHES OF ALMOST ALL THE HEARBS THAT ARE KNOWNE: SO THAT, WHEN ANY ONE, OUT OF CURIOSITY, HAD A DESIRE TO SEE ANY OF THEM, AS (FOR EXAMPLE) A ROSE, IN ONE OF HIS GLASSES, HE TOOKE THAT WHERE THE ASHES OF A ROSE WERE PRESERVED; AND HOLDING IT OVER A LIGHTED CANDLE, SO SOONE AS IT EVER BEGAN TO FEELE THE HEAT, YOU SHOULD PRESENTLY SEE THE ASHES BEGIN TO MOVE; WHICH AFTERWARDS RISING UP, AND DISPERSING THEMSELVES ABOUT THE GLASSE, YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY OBSERVE A KIND OF LITTLE DARK CLOUD; WHICH DIVIDING IT SELFE INTO MANY PARTS, IT CAME AT LENGTH TO REPRESENT A ROSE; BUT SO FAIRE, SO FRESH, AND SO PERFECT A ONE, THAT YOU WOULD HAVE THOUGHT IT TO HAVE BEEN AS SUBSTANCIAL, & AS ODORIFEROUS A ROSE, AS GROWES ON THE ROSE-TREE." (UNHEARD-OF CURIOSITIES CONCERNING TALISMANICAL SCULPTURE OF THE PERSIANS.) PARACELSUS, RECOGNIZING DERANGEMENTS OF THE ETHERIC DOUBLE AS THE MOST IMPORTANT CAUSE OF DISEASE, SOUGHT TO REHARMONIZE ITS SUBSTANCES BY BRINGING INTO CONTACT WITH IT, OTHER BODIES WHOSE VITAL ENERGY COULD SUPPLY ELEMENTS NEEDED, OR WERE STRONG ENOUGH TO OVERCOME THE DISEASED CONDITIONS EXISTING IN THE AURA OF THE SUFFERER. ITS INVISIBLE CAUSE HAVING BEEN THUS REMOVED THE AILMENT SPEEDILY VANISHED. THE VEHICLE FOR THE ARCHAEUS, OR VITAL LIFE FORCE, PARACELSUS CALLED THE MUMIA. A GOOD EXAMPLE OF A PHYSICAL MUMIA IS VACCINE, WHICH IS THE VEHICLE OF A SEMI-ASTRAL VIRUS. ANYTHING WHICH SERVES AS A MEDIUM FOR THE TRANSMISSION OF THE ARCHÆUS, WHETHER IT BE ORGANIC OR INORGANIC, TRULY PHYSICAL OR PARTLY SPIRITUALIZED, WAS TERMED A MUMIA. THE MOST UNIVERSAL FORM OF THE MUMIA WAS ETHER, WHICH MODERN SCIENCE HAS ACCEPTED AS A HYPOTHETICAL SUBSTANCE SERVING AS A MEDIUM BETWEEN THE REALM OF VITAL ENERGY AND THAT OF ORGANIC AND INORGANIC SUBSTANCE. THE CONTROL OF UNIVERSAL ENERGY IS VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE, SAVE THROUGH ONE OF ITS VEHICLES (THE MUMIA). A GOOD EXAMPLE OF THIS IS FOOD. MAN DOES NOT SECURE NOURISHMENT FROM DEAD ANIMAL OR PLANT ORGANISMS, BUT WHEN HE INCORPORATES THEIR STRUCTURES INTO HIS OWN BODY, HE FIRST GAINS CONTROL OVER THE MUMIA, OR ETHERIC DOUBLE, OF THE ANIMAL OR PLANT. HAVING OBTAINED THIS CONTROL, THE HUMAN ORGANISM THEN DIVERTS THE FLOW OF THE ARCHÆUS TO ITS OWN USES. PARACELSUS SAYS: "THAT WHICH CONSTITUTES LIFE IS CONTAINED IN THE MUMIA, AND BY IMPARTING THE MUMIA WE IMPART LIFE." THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE REMEDIAL PROPERTIES OF TALISMANS AND AMULETS, FOR THE MUMIA OF THE SUBSTANCES OF WHICH THEY ARE COMPOSED SERVES AS A CHANNEL TO CONNECT THE PERSON WEARING THEM WITH CERTAIN MANIFESTATIONS OF THE UNIVERSAL VITAL LIFE FORCE. ACCORDING TO PARACELSUS, IN THE SAME WAY THAT PLANTS PURIFY THE ATMOSPHERE BY ACCEPTING INTO THEIR CONSTITUTIONS THE CARBON DIOXIDE EXHALED BY ANIMALS AND HUMANS, SO MAY PLANTS AND ANIMALS ACCEPT DISEASE ELEMENTS TRANSFERRED TO THEM BY HUMAN BEINGS. THESE LOWER FORMS OF LIFE, HAVING ORGANISMS AND NEEDS DIFFERENT FROM MAN, ARE OFTEN ABLE TO ASSIMILATE THESE SUBSTANCES WITHOUT ILL EFFECT. AT OTHER TIMES, THE PLANT OR ANIMAL DIES, SACRIFICED IN ORDER THAT THE MORE INTELLIGENT, AND CONSEQUENTLY MORE USEFUL, CREATURE MAY SURVIVE. PARACELSUS DISCOVERED THAT IN EITHER CASE THE PATIENT WAS GRADUALLY RELIEVED OF HIS MALADY. WHEN THE LOWER LIFE HAD EITHER COMPLETELY ASSIMILATED THE FOREIGN MUMIA FROM THE PATIENT, OR HAD ITSELF DIED AND DISINTEGRATED AS THE RESULT OF ITS INABILITY TO DO SO, COMPLETE RECOVERY RESULTED. MANY YEARS OF INVESTIGATION WERE NECESSARY TO DETERMINE WHICH HERB OR ANIMAL MOST READILY ACCEPTED THE MUMIA OF EACH OF VARIOUS DISEASES. PARACELSUS DISCOVERED THAT IN MANY CASES PLANTS REVEALED BY THEIR SHAPE THE PARTICULAR ORGANS OF THE HUMAN BODY WHICH THEY SERVED MOST EFFECTIVELY. THE MEDICAL SYSTEM OF PARACELSUS WAS BASED ON THE THEORY THAT BY REMOVING THE DISEASED ETHERIC MUMIA FROM THE ORGANISM OF THE PATIENT AND CAUSING IT TO BE ACCEPTED INTO THE NATURE OF SOME DISTANT AND DISINTERESTED THING OF COMPARATIVELY LITTLE VALUE, IT WAS POSSIBLE TO DIVERT FROM THE PATIENT THE FLOW OF THE ARCHÆUS WHICH HAD BEEN CONTINUALLY REVITALIZING AND NOURISHING THE MALADY. ITS VEHICLE OF EXPRESSION BEING TRANSPLANTED, THE ARCHAEUS NECESSARILY ACCOMPANIED ITS MUMIA, AND THE PATIENT RECOVERED.
THE HERMETIC THEORY CONCERNING THE CAUSATIONS OF DISEASE
ACCORDING TO THE HERMETIC PHILOSOPHERS, THERE WERE SEVEN PRIMARY CAUSES OF DISEASE. THE FIRST WAS EVIL SPIRITS. THESE WERE REGARDED AS CREATURES BORN OF DEGENERATE ACTIONS, SUBSISTING ON THE VITAL ENERGIES OF THOSE TO WHOM THEY ATTACHED THEMSELVES. THE SECOND CAUSE WAS A DERANGEMENT OF THE SPIRITUAL NATURE AND THE MATERIAL NATURE: THESE TWO, FAILING TO COORDINATE, PRODUCED AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY VON HELMONT, THE BELGIAN ALCHEMIST (TO WHOM INCIDENTALLY, THE WORLD IS INDEBTED FOR THE COMMON TERM GAS, AS DISTINGUISHED FROM OTHER KINDS OF AIR), WHILE EXPERIMENTING WITH THE ROOT OF A---, TOUCHED IT TO THE TIP OF HIS TONGUE, WITHOUT SWALLOWING ANY OF THE SUBSTANCE. HE HIMSELF DESCRIBES THE RESULT IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER:
[image: JOHANNIS BAPTISTAE VON HELMONT.]
JOHANNIS BAPTISTAE VON HELMONT.
"IMMEDIATELY MY HEAD SEEMED TIED TIGHTLY WITH A STRING, AND SOON AFTER THERE HAPPENED TO ME A SINGULAR CIRCUMSTANCE SUCH AS I HAD NEVER BEFORE EXPERIENCED. I OBSERVED WITH ASTONISHMENT THAT I NO LONGER FELT AND THOUGHT WITH THE HEAD, BUT WITH THE REGION OF THE STOMACH, AS IF CONSCIOUSNESS HAD NOW TAKEN UP ITS SEAT IN THE STOMACH. TERRIFIED BY THIS UNUSUAL PHENOMENON, I ASKED MYSELF AND INQUIRED INTO MYSELF CAREFULLY; BUT I ONLY BECAME THE MORE CONVINCED THAT MY POWER OF PERCEPTION WAS BECAME GREATER AND MORE COMPREHENSIVE. THIS INTELLECTUAL CLEARNESS WAS ASSOCIATED WITH GREAT PLEASURE. I DID NOT SLEEP, NOR DID I DREAM; I WAS PERFECTLY SOBER; AND MY HEALTH WAS PERFECT. I HAD OCCASIONALLY HAD ECSTASIES, BUT THESE HAD NOTHING IN COMMON WITH THIS CONDITION OF THE STOMACH, IN WHICH IT THOUGHT AND FELT, AND ALMOST EXCLUDED ALL COOPERATION OF THE HEAD. IN THE MEANTIME, MY FRIENDS WERE TROUBLED WITH THE FEAR THAT I MIGHT GO MAD. BUT MY FAITH TO GOD, AND MY SUBMISSION TO HIS WILL, SOON DISSIPATED THIS FEAR. THIS STATE CONTINUED FOR TWO HOURS, AFTER WHICH I HAD SAME DIZZINESS. I AFTERWARDS FREQUENTLY TASTED OF THE A---, BUT I NEVER AGAIN COULD REPRODUCE THESE SENSATIONS." VON HELMONT IS ONLY ONE OF MANY WHO HAVE ACCIDENTALLY HIT UPON THE SECRETS OF THE EARLY PRIEST-CRAFTS, BUT NONE IN THIS AGE GIVE EVIDENCE OF AN ADEQUATE COMPREHENSION OF THE ANCIENT HERMETIC SECRETS. FROM THE DESCRIPTION VON HELMONT GIVES, IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE HERB MENTIONED BY HIM PARALYZED TEMPORARILY THE CEREBROSPINAL NERVOUS SYSTEM, THE RESULT BEING THAT THE CONSCIOUSNESS WAS FORCED TO FUNCTION THROUGH THE SYMPATHETIC NERVOUS SYSTEM AND ITS BRAIN--THE SOLAR PLEXUS MENTAL AND PHYSICAL SUBNORMALITY. THE THIRD WAS AN UNHEALTHY OR ABNORMAL MENTAL ATTITUDE. MELANCHOLIA, MORBID EMOTIONS, EXCESS OF FEELING, SUCH AS PASSIONS, LUSTS, GREEDS, AND HATES, AFFECTED THE MUMIA, FROM WHICH THEY REACTED INTO THE PHYSICAL BODY, WHERE THEY RESULTED IN ULCERS, TUMORS, CANCERS, FEVERS, AND TUBERCULOSIS. THE ANCIENTS VIEWED THE DISEASE GERM AS A UNIT OF MUMIA WHICH HAD BEEN IMPREGNATED WITH THE EMANATIONS FROM EVIL INFLUENCES WHICH IT HAD CONTACTED. IN OTHER WORDS, GERMS WERE MINUTE CREATURES BORN OUT OF MAN'S EVIL THOUGHTS AND ACTIONS. THE FOURTH CAUSE OF DISEASE WAS WHAT THE ORIENTALS CALLED KARMA, THAT IS, THE LAW OF COMPENSATION, WHICH DEMANDED THAT THE INDIVIDUAL PAY IN FULL FOR THE INDISCRETIONS AND DELINQUENCIES OF THE PAST. A PHYSICIAN HAD TO BE VERY CAREFUL HOW HE INTERFERED WITH THE WORKINGS OF THIS LAW, LEST HE THWART THE PLAN OF ETERNAL JUSTICE. THE FIFTH CAUSE WAS THE MOTION AND ASPECTS OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES. THE STARS DID NOT COMPEL THE SICKNESS BUT RATHER IMPELLED IT. THE HERMETISTS TAUGHT THAT A STRONG AND WISE MAN RULED HIS STARS, BUT THAT A NEGATIVE, WEAK PERSON WAS RULED BY THEM. THESE FIVE CAUSES OF DISEASE ARE ALL SUPER-PHYSICAL IN NATURE. THEY MUST BE ESTIMATED BY INDUCTIVE AND DEDUCTIVE REASONING AND A CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE LIFE AND TEMPERAMENT OF THE PATIENT. THE SIXTH CAUSE OF DISEASE WAS A MISUSE OF FACULTY, ORGAN, OR FUNCTION, SUCH AS OVERSTRAINING A MEMBER OR OVERTAXING THE NERVES. THE SEVENTH CAUSE WAS THE PRESENCE IN THE SYSTEM OF FOREIGN SUBSTANCES, IMPURITIES, OR OBSTRUCTIONS. UNDER THIS HEADING MUST BE CONSIDERED DIET, AIR, SUNLIGHT, AND THE PRESENCE OF FOREIGN BODIES. THIS LIST DOES NOT INCLUDE ACCIDENTAL INJURIES; SUCH DO NOT BELONG UNDER THE HEADING OF DISEASE. FREQUENTLY THEY ARE METHODS BY WHICH THE LAW OF KARMA EXPRESSES ITSELF. ACCORDING TO THE HERMETISTS, DISEASE COULD BE PREVENTED OR SUCCESSFULLY COMBATED IN SEVEN WAYS. FIRST, BY SPELLS AND INVOCATIONS, IN WHICH THE PHYSICIAN ORDERED THE EVIL SPIRIT CAUSING THE DISEASE TO DEPART FROM THE PATIENT. THIS PROCEDURE WAS PROBABLY BASED ON THE BIBLICAL ACCOUNT OF THE MAN POSSESSED OF DEVILS WHOM JESUS HEALED BY COMMANDING THE DEVILS TO LEAVE THE MAN AND ENTER INTO A HERD OF SWINE. SOMETIMES THE EVIL SPIRITS ENTERED A PATIENT AT THE BIDDING OF SOMEONE DESIRING TO INJURE HIM. IN THESE CASES, THE PHYSICIAN COMMANDED THE SPIRITS TO RETURN TO THE ONE WHO SENT THEM. IT IS RECORDED THAT IN SOME INSTANCES THE EVIL SPIRITS DEPARTED THROUGH THE MOUTH IN THE FORM OF CLOUDS OF SMOKE; SOMETIMES FROM THE NOSTRILS AS FLAMES. IT IS EVEN AVERRED THAT THE SPIRITS MIGHT DEPART IN THE FORM OF BIRDS AND INSECTS. THE SECOND METHOD OF HEALING WAS BY VIBRATION. THE INHARMONIES OF THE BODIES WERE NEUTRALIZED BY CHANTING SPELLS AND INTONING THE SACRED NAMES OR BY PLAYING UPON MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS AND SINGING. SOMETIMES ARTICLES OF VARIOUS COLORS WERE EXPOSED TO THE SIGHT OF THE SICK, FOR THE ANCIENTS RECOGNIZED, AT LEAST IN PART, THE PRINCIPLE OF COLOR THERAPEUTICS, NOW IN THE PROCESS OF REDISCOVERY. THE THIRD METHOD WAS WITH THE AID OF TALISMANS, CHARMS, AND AMULETS. THE ANCIENTS BELIEVED THAT THE PLANETS CONTROLLED THE FUNCTIONS OF THE HUMAN BODY AND THAT BY MAKING CHARMS OUT OF DIFFERENT METALS THEY COULD COMBAT THE MALIGNANT INFLUENCES OF THE VARIOUS STARS. THUS, A PERSON WHO IS ANAEMIC LACKS IRON. IRON WAS BELIEVED TO BE UNDER THE CONTROL OF MARS. THEREFORE, IN ORDER TO BRING THE INFLUENCE OF MARS TO THE SUFFERER, AROUND HIS NECK WAS HUNG A TALISMAN MADE OF IRON AND BEARING UPON, IT, CERTAIN SECRET INSTRUCTIONS REPUTED TO HAVE THE POWER OF INVOKING THE SPIRIT OF MARS. IF THERE WAS TOO MUCH IRON IN THE SYSTEM, THE PATIENT WAS SUBJECTED TO THE INFLUENCE OF A TALISMAN COMPOSED OF THE METAL CORRESPONDING TO SOME PLANET HAVING AN ANTIPATHY TO MARS. THIS INFLUENCE WOULD THEN OFFSET THE MARS ENERGY AND THUS AID IN RESTORING NORMALITY. THE FOURTH METHOD WAS BY THE AID OF HERBS AND SIMPLES. WHILE THEY USED METAL TALISMANS, THE MAJORITY OF THE ANCIENT PHYSICIANS DID NOT APPROVE OF MINERAL MEDICINE IN ANY FORM FOR INTERNAL USE. HERBS WERE THEIR FAVORITE REMEDIES. LIKE THE METALS, EACH HERB WAS ASSIGNED TO ONE OF THE PLANETS. HAVING DIAGNOSED BY THE STARS THE SICKNESS AND ITS CAUSE, THE DOCTORS THEN ADMINISTERED THE HERBAL ANTIDOTE. THE FIFTH METHOD OF HEALING DISEASE WAS BY PRAYER. ALL ANCIENT PEOPLES BELIEVED IN THE COMPASSIONATE INTERCESSION OF THE DEITY FOR THE ALLEVIATION OF HUMAN SUFFERING. PARACELSUS SAID THAT FAITH WOULD CURE ALL DISEASE. FEW PERSONS, HOWEVER, POSSESS A SUFFICIENT DEGREE OF FAITH. THE SIXTH METHOD--WHICH WAS PREVENTION RATHER THAN CURE--WAS REGULATION OF THE DIET AND DAILY HABITS OF LIFE. THE INDIVIDUAL, BY AVOIDING THE THINGS WHICH CAUSED ILLNESS, REMAINED WELL. THE ANCIENTS BELIEVED THAT HEALTH WAS THE NORMAL STATE OF MAN; DISEASE WAS THE RESULT OF MAN'S DISREGARD OF THE DICTATES OF NATURE. THE SEVENTH METHOD WAS "PRACTICAL MEDICINE," CONSISTING CHIEFLY OF BLEEDING, PURGING, AND SIMILAR LINES OF TREATMENT. THESE PROCEDURES, WHILE USEFUL IN MODERATION, WERE DANGEROUS IN EXCESS. MANY A USEFUL CITIZEN HAS DIED TWENTY-FIVE OR FIFTY YEARS BEFORE HIS TIME AS THE RESULT OF DRASTIC PURGING OR OF HAVING ALL THE BLOOD DRAINED OUT OF HIS BODY. PARACELSUS USED ALL SEVEN METHODS OF TREATMENT, AND EVEN HIS WORST ENEMIES ADMITTED THAT HE ACCOMPLISHED RESULTS ALMOST MIRACULOUS IN CHARACTER. NEAR HIS OLD ESTATE IN HOHENHEIM, THE DEW FALLS VERY HEAVILY AT CERTAIN SEASONS OF THE YEAR, AND PARACELSUS DISCOVERED THAT BY GATHERING THE DEW UNDER CERTAIN CONFIGURATIONS OF THE PLANETS HE OBTAINED A WATER POSSESSING MARVELOUS MEDICINAL VIRTUE, FOR IT HAD ABSORBED THE PROPERTIES OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES.
HERMETIC HERBALISM AND PHARMACOLOGY
THE HERBS OF THE FIELDS WERE SACRED TO THE EARLY PAGANS, WHO BELIEVED THAT THE GODS HAD MADE PLANTS FOR THE CURE OF HUMAN ILLS. WHEN PROPERLY PREPARED AND APPLIED, EACH ROOT AND SHRUB COULD BE USED FOR THE ALLEVIATION OF SUFFERING, OR FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPIRITUAL, MENTAL, MORAL, OR PHYSICAL POWERS. IN THE MISTLETOE AND ITS PHILOSOPHY, P. DAVIDSON PAYS THE FOLLOWING BEAUTIFUL TRIBUTE TO THE PLANTS: "BOOKS HAVE BEEN WRITTEN ON THE LANGUAGE OF FLOWERS AND HERBS, THE POET FROM THE EARLIEST AGES HAS HELD THE SWEETEST AND MOST LOVING CONVERSE WITH THEM, KINGS ARE EVEN GLAD TO OBTAIN THEIR ESSENCES AT SECOND HAND TO PERFUME THEMSELVES; BUT TO THE TRUE PHYSICIAN--NATURE'S HIGH-PRIEST--THEY SPEAK IN A FAR HIGHER AND MORE EXALTED STRAIN. THERE IS NOT A PLANT OR MINERAL WHICH HAS DISCLOSED THE LAST OF ITS PROPERTIES TO THE SCIENTISTS. HOW CAN THEY FEEL CONFIDENT THAT FOR EVERY ONE OF THE DISCOVERED PROPERTIES THERE MAY NOT BE MANY POWERS CONCEALED IN THE INNER NATURE OF THE PLANT? WELL HAVE FLOWERS BEEN CALLED THE 'STARS OF EARTH,' AND WHY SHOULD THEY NOT BE BEAUTIFUL? HAVE THEY NOT FROM THE TIME OF THEIR BIRTH SMILED IN THE SPLENDOR OF THE SUN BY DAY, AND SLUMBERED UNDER THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE STARS BY NIGHT? HAVE THEY NOT COME FROM ANOTHER AND MORE SPIRITUAL WORLD TO OUR EARTH, SEEING THAT GOD MADE 'EVERY PLANT OF THE FIELD BEFORE IT WAS IN THE EARTH, AND EVERY HERB OF THE FIELD BEFORE IT GREW'?" MANY PRIMITIVE PEOPLES USED HERBAL REMEDIES, WITH MANY REMARKABLE CURES. THE CHINESE, EGYPTIANS, AND AMERICAN INDIANS CURED WITH HERBS DISEASES FOR WHICH MODERN SCIENCE KNOWS NO REMEDY. DOCTOR NICHOLAS CULPEPER, WHOSE USEFUL LIFE ENDED IN 1654, WAS PROBABLY THE MOST FAMOUS OF HERBALISTS. FINDING THAT THE MEDICAL SYSTEMS OF HIS DAY WERE UNSATISFACTORY IN THE EXTREME, CULPEPER TURNED HIS ATTENTION TO THE PLANTS OF THE FIELDS, AND DISCOVERED A MEDIUM OF HEALING WHICH GAINED FOR HIM NATIONAL RENOWN. IN DOCTOR CULPEPER'S CORRELATION OF ASTROLOGY AND HERBALISM, EACH PLANT WAS UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF ONE OF THE PLANETS OR LUMINARIES. HE BELIEVED THAT DISEASE WAS ALSO CONTROLLED BY CELESTIAL CONFIGURATIONS. HE SUMMED UP HIS SYSTEM OF TREATMENT AS FOLLOWS: "YOU MAY OPPOSE DISEASES BY HERBS OF THE PLANET OPPOSITE TO THE PLANET THAT CAUSES THEM: AS DISEASES OF JUPITER BY HERBS OF MERCURY, AND THE CONTRARY; DISEASES OF THE LUMINARIES BY THE HERBS OF SATURN, AND THE CONTRARY; DISEASES OF MARS BY HERBS OF VENUS AND THE CONTRARY. THERE IS A WAY TO CURE DISEASES SOMETIMES BY SYMPATHY, AND SO EVERY PLANET CURES HIS OWN DISEASE; AS THE SUN AND MOON BY THEIR HERBS CURE THE EYES, SATURN THE SPLEEN, JUPITER THE LIVER, MARS THE GALL AND DISEASES OF CHOLER, AND VENUS DISEASES IN THE INSTRUMENTS OF GENERATION." (THE COMPLETE HERBAL.) MEDIAEVAL EUROPEAN HERBALISTS REDISCOVERED ONLY IN PART THE ANCIENT HERMETIC SECRETS OF EGYPT AND GREECE. THESE EARLIER NATIONS EVOLVED THE FUNDAMENTALS OF NEARLY ALL MODERN ARCS AND SCIENCES.
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NICHOLAS CULPEPER.
THIS FAMOUS PHYSICIAN, HERBALIST, AND ASTROLOGER SPENT THE GREATER PART OF HIS USEFUL LIFE RANGING THE HILLS AND FORESTS OF ENGLAND AND CATALOGUING LITERALLY HUNDREDS OF MEDICINAL HERBS. CONDEMNING THE UNNATURAL METHODS OF CONTEMPORANEOUS MEDICOS, CULPEPER WROTE: "THIS NOT BEING PLEASING, AND LESS PROFITABLE TOME, I CONSULTED WITH MY TWO BROTHERS, DR. REASON AND DR. EXPERIENCE, AND TOOK A VOYAGE TO VISIT MY MOTHER NATURE, BY WHOSE ADVICE, TOGETHER WITH THE HELP OF DR. DILIGENCE, I AT LAST OBTAINED MY DESIRE; AND, BEING WARNED BY MR. HONESTY, A STRANGER IN OUR DAYS, TO PUBLISH IT TO THE WORLD, I HAVE DONE IT." (FROM THE INTRODUCTION TO THE 1835 EDITION OF THE COMPLETE HERBAL.) DOCTOR JOHNSON SAID OF CULPEPER THAT HE MERITED THE GRATITUDE OF POSTERITY. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] AT THAT TIME THE METHODS USED IN HEALING WERE AMONG THE SECRETS IMPARTED TO INITIATES OF THE MYSTERIES. UNCTIONS, COLLYRIA, PHILTERS, AND POTIONS WERE CONCOCTED TO THE ACCOMPANIMENT OF STRANGE RITES. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THESE MEDICINES IS A MATTER OF HISTORICAL RECORD. INCENSES AND PERFUMES WERE ALSO MUCH USED. BARRETT IN HIS MAGUS DESCRIBES THE THEORY ON WHICH THEY WORKED, AS FOLLOWS: "FOR, BECAUSE OUR SPIRIT IS THE PURE, SUBTILL, LUCID, AIRY AND UNCTUOUS VAPOR OF THE BLOOD, NOTHING, THEREFORE, IS BETTER ADAPTED FOR COLLYRIUMS THAN THE LIKE VAPORS WHICH ARE MORE SUITABLE TO OUR SPIRIT IN SUBSTANCE; FOR THEN, BY REASON OF THEIR LIKENESS, THEY DO MORE STIR UP, ATTRACT AND TRANSFORM THE SPIRIT." POISONS WERE THOROUGHLY STUDIED, AND IN SOME COMMUNITIES EXTRACTS OF DEADLY HERBS WERE ADMINISTERED TO PERSONS SENTENCED TO DEATH--AS IN THE CASE OF SOCRATES. THE INFAMOUS BORGIAS OF ITALY DEVELOPED THE ART OF POISONING TO ITS HIGHEST DEGREE. UNNUMBERED BRILLIANT MEN AND WOMEN WERE QUIETLY AND EFFICIENTLY DISPOSED OF BY THE ALMOST SUPERHUMAN KNOWLEDGE OF CHEMISTRY WHICH FOR MANY CENTURIES WAS PRESERVED IN THE BORGIA FAMILY. EGYPTIAN PRIESTS DISCOVERED HERB EXTRACTS BY MEANS OF WHICH TEMPORARY CLAIRVOYANCE COULD BE INDUCED, AND THEY MADE USE OF THESE DURING THE INITIATORY RITUALS OF THEIR MYSTERIES. THE DRUGS WERE SOMETIMES MIXED WITH THE FOOD GIVEN TO CANDIDATES, AND AT OTHER TIMES WERE PRESENTED IN THE FORM OF SACRED POTIONS, THE NATURE OF WHICH WAS EXPLAINED. SHORTLY AFTER THE DRUGS WERE ADMINISTERED TO HIM, THE NEOPHYTE WAS ATTACKED BY A SPELL OF DIZZINESS. HE FOUND HIMSELF FLOATING THROUGH SPACE, AND WHILE HIS PHYSICAL BODY WAS ABSOLUTELY INSENSIBLE (BEING GUARDED BY PRIESTS THAT NO ILL SHOULD BEFALL IT) THE CANDIDATE PASSED THROUGH A NUMBER OF WEIRD EXPERIENCES, WHICH HE WAS ABLE TO RELATE AFTER REGAINING CONSCIOUSNESS. IN THE LIGHT OF PRESENT-DAY KNOWLEDGE, IT IS DIFFICULT TO APPRECIATE AN ART SO HIGHLY DEVELOPED THAT BY MEANS OF DRAUGHTS, PERFUMES, AND INCENSES ANY MENTAL ATTITUDE DESIRED COULD BE INDUCED ALMOST INSTANTANEOUSLY, YET SUCH AN ART ACTUALLY EXISTED AMONG THE PRIEST-CRAFT OF THE EARLY PAGAN WORLD. CONCERNING THIS SUBJECT, H. P. BLAVATSKY, THE FOREMOST OCCULTIST OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY, HAS WRITTEN: 'PLANTS ALSO HAVE LIKE MYSTICAL PROPERTIES IN A MOST WONDERFUL DEGREE, AND THE SECRETS OF THE HERBS OF DREAMS AND ENCHANTMENTS ARE ONLY LOST TO EUROPEAN SCIENCE, AND USELESS TO SAY, TOO, ARE UNKNOWN TO IT, EXCEPT IN A FEW MARKED INSTANCES, SUCH AS OPIUM AND HASHISH. YET, THE PSYCHICAL EFFECTS OF EVEN THESE FEW UPON THE HUMAN SYSTEM ARE REGARDED AS EVIDENCES OF A TEMPORARY MENTAL DISORDER. THE WOMEN OF THESSALY AND EPIRUS, THE FEMALE HIEROPHANTS OF THE RITES OF SABAZIUS, DID NOT CARRY THEIR SECRETS AWAY WITH THE DOWNFALL OF THEIR SANCTUARIES. THEY ARE STILL PRESERVED, AND THOSE WHO ARE AWARE OF THE NATURE OF SOMA, KNOW THE PROPERTIES OF OTHER PLANTS AS WELL." (ISIS UNVEILED.) HERBAL COMPOUNDS WERE USED TO CAUSE TEMPORARY CLAIRVOYANCE IN CONNECTION WITH THE ORACLES, ESPECIALLY THE ONE AT DELPHI. WORDS SPOKEN WHILE IN THESE IMPOSED TRANCES WERE REGARDED AS PROPHETIC. MODEM MEDIUMS, WHILE UNDER CONTROL AS THE RESULT OF PARTLY SELF-IMPOSED CATALEPSY, GIVE MESSAGES SOMEWHAT SIMILAR TO THOSE OF THE ANCIENT PROPHETS, BUT IN THE MAJORITY OF CASES THEIR RESULTS ARE FAR LESS ACCURATE, FOR THE SOOTHSAYERS OF TODAY LACK THE KNOWLEDGE OF NATURE'S HIDDEN FORCES. THE MYSTERIES TAUGHT THAT DURING THE HIGHER DEGREES OF INITIATION THE GODS THEMSELVES TOOK PART IN THE INSTRUCTION OF CANDIDATES OR AT LEAST WERE PRESENT, WHICH WAS IN ITSELF A BENEDICTION. AS THE DEITIES DWELT IN THE INVISIBLE WORLDS AND CAME ONLY IN THEIR SPIRITUAL BODIES, IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE NEOPHYTE TO COGNIZE THEM WITHOUT THE ASSISTANCE OF DRUGS WHICH STIMULATED THE CLAIRVOYANT CENTER OF HIS CONSCIOUSNESS (PROBABLY THE PINEAL GLAND). MANY INITIATES IN THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES STATED EMPHATICALLY THAT THEY HAD CONVERSED WITH THE IMMORTALS, AND HAD BEHELD THE GODS. WHEN THE STANDARDS OF THE PAGANS BECAME CORRUPTED, A DIVISION TOOK PLACE IN THE MYSTERIES. THE BAND OF TRULY ENLIGHTENED ONES SEPARATED THEMSELVES FROM THE REST AND, PRESERVING THE MOST IMPORTANT OF THEIR SECRETS, VANISHED WITHOUT LEAVING A TRACE. THE REST SLOWLY DRIFTED, LIKE RUDDERLESS SHIPS, ON THE ROCKS OF DEGENERACY AND DISINTEGRATION. SOME OF THE LESS IMPORTANT OF THE SECRET FORMULAE FELL INTO THE HANDS OF THE PROFANE, WHO PERVERTED THEM--AS IN THE CASE OF THE BACCHANALIA, DURING WHICH DRUGS WERE MIXED WITH WINE AND BECAME THE REAL CAUSE OF THE ORGIES. IN CERTAIN PARTS OF THE EARTH IT WAS MAINTAINED THAT THERE WERE NATURAL WELLS, SPRINGS, OR FOUNTAINS, IN WHICH THE WATER (BECAUSE OF THE MINERALS THROUGH WHICH IT COURSED) WAS TINCTURED WITH SACRED PROPERTIES. TEMPLES WERE OFTEN BUILT NEAR THESE SPOTS, AND IN SOME CASES NATURAL CAVES WHICH CHANCED TO BE IN THE VICINITY WERE SANCTIFIED TO SOME DEITY. "THE ASPIRANTS TO INITIATION, AND THOSE WHO CAME TO REQUEST PROPHETIC DREAMS OF THE GODS, WERE PREPARED BY A FAST, MORE OR LESS PROLONGED, AFTER WHICH THEY PARTOOK OF MEALS EXPRESSLY PREPARED; AND ALSO OF MYSTERIOUS DRINKS, SUCH AS THE WATER OF LETHE, AND THE WATER OF MNEMOSYNE IN THE GROTTO OF TROPHONIUS; OR OF THE CICEION IN THE MYSTERIES OF THE ELEUSINIA. DIFFERENT DRUGS WERE EASILY MIXED UP WITH THE MEATS OR INTRODUCED INTO THE DRINKS, ACCORDING TO THE STATE OF MIND OR BODY INTO WHICH IT WAS NECESSARY TO THROW THE RECIPIENT, AND THE NATURE OF THE VISIONS HE WAS DESIROUS OF PROCURING.'' (SALVERTE'S THE OCCULT SCIENCES.) THE SAME AUTHOR STATES THAT CERTAIN SECTS OF EARLY CHRISTIANITY WERE ACCUSED OF USING DRUGS FOR THE SAME GENERAL PURPOSES AS THE PAGANS. THE SECT OF THE ASSASSINS, OR THE YEZIDEES AS THEY ARE MORE GENERALLY KNOWN, DEMONSTRATED A RATHER INTERESTING ASPECT OF THE DRUG PROBLEM. IN THE ELEVENTH CENTURY THIS ORDER, BY CAPTURING THE FORTRESS OF MOUNT ALAMONT, ESTABLISHED ITSELF AT IRAK. HASSAN SABBAH, THE FOUNDER OF THE ORDER, KNOWN AS THE "OLD MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN, " IS SUSPECTED OF HAVING CONTROLLED HIS FOLLOWERS BY THE USE OF NARCOTICS. HASSAN MADE HIS FOLLOWERS BELIEVE THAT THEY WERE IN PARADISE, WHERE THEY WOULD BE FOREVER IF THEY IMPLICITLY OBEYED HIM WHILE THEY WERE ALIVE. DE QUINCEY, IN HIS CONFESSIONS OF AN OPIUM EATER, DESCRIBES THE PECULIAR PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS PRODUCED BY THIS PRODUCT OF THE POPPY, AND THE USE OF A SIMILAR DRUG MAY HAVE GIVEN RISE TO THE IDEA OF PARADISE WHICH FILLED THE MINDS OF THE YEZIDEES. THE PHILOSOPHERS OF ALL AGES HAVE TAUGHT THAT THE VISIBLE UNIVERSE WAS BUT A FRACTIONAL PART OF THE WHOLE, AND THAT BY ANALOGY THE PHYSICAL BODY OF MAN IS IN REALITY THE LEAST IMPORTANT PART OF HIS COMPOSITE CONSTITUTION. MOST OF THE MEDICAL SYSTEMS OF TODAY ALMOST ENTIRELY IGNORE THE SUPER-PHYSICAL MAN. THEY PAY BUT SCANT ATTENTION TO CAUSES, AND CONCENTRATE THEIR EFFORTS ON AMELIORATING EFFECTS. PARACELSUS, NOTING THE SAME PROCLIVITY ON THE PART OF PHYSICIANS DURING HIS DAY, APTLY REMARKED: "THERE IS A GREAT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE POWER THAT REMOVES THE INVISIBLE CAUSES OF DISEASE, AND WHICH IS MAGIC, AND THAT WHICH CAUSES MERELY EXTERNAL EFFECTS [TO] DISAPPEAR, AND WHICH IS PHYSIC, SORCERY, AND QUACKERY." DISEASE IS UNNATURAL, AND IS EVIDENCE THAT THERE IS A MALADJUSTMENT WITHIN OR BETWEEN ORGANS OR TISSUES. PERMANENT HEALTH CANNOT BE REGAINED UNTIL HARMONY IS RESTORED. THE OUTSTANDING VIRTUE OF HERMETIC MEDICINE WAS ITS RECOGNITION OF SPIRITUAL AND PSYCHOPHYSICAL DERANGEMENTS AS BEING LARGELY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONDITION WHICH IS CALLED PHYSICAL DISEASE. SUGGESTIVE THERAPY WAS USED WITH MARKED SUCCESS BY THE PRIEST-PHYSICIANS OF THE ANCIENT WORLD. AMONG THE-AMERICAN INDIANS, THE SHAMANS--OR "MEDICINE MEN"--DISPELLED SICKNESS WITH THE AID OF MYSTERIOUS DANCES, INVOCATIONS, AND CHARMS. THE FACT THAT IN SPITE OF THEIR IGNORANCE OF MODERN METHODS OF MEDICAL TREATMENT THESE SORCERERS EFFECTED INNUMERABLE CURES, IS WELL WORTHY OF CONSIDERATION. THE MAGIC RITUALS USED BY THE EGYPTIAN PRIESTS FOR THE CURING OF DISEASE WERE BASED UPON A HIGHLY DEVELOPED COMPREHENSION OF THE COMPLEX WORKINGS OF THE HUMAN MIND AND ITS REACTIONS UPON THE PHYSICAL CONSTITUTION. THE EGYPTIAN AND BRAHMIN WORLDS UNDOUBTEDLY UNDERSTOOD THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE OF VIBROTHERAPEUTICS. BY MEANS OF CHANTS AND MANTRAS, WHICH EMPHASIZED CERTAIN VOWEL AND CONSONANT SOUNDS, THEY SET UP VIBRATORY REACTIONS WHICH DISPELLED CONGESTIONS AND ASSISTED NATURE IN RECONSTRUCTING BROKEN MEMBERS AND DEPLETED ORGANISMS. THEY ALSO APPLIED THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF THE LAWS GOVERNING VIBRATION TO THE SPIRITUAL CONSTITUTION OF MAN; BY THEIR INTONINGS, THEY STIMULATED LATENT CENTERS OF CONSCIOUSNESS AND THEREBY VASTLY INCREASED THE SENSITIVENESS OF THE SUBJECTIVE NATURE. IN THE BOOK OF COMING FORTH BY DAY, MANY OF THE EGYPTIAN SECRETS HAVE BEEN PRESERVED TO THIS GENERATION. WHILE THIS ANCIENT SCROLL HAS BEEN WELL TRANSLATED, ONLY A FEW UNDERSTAND THE SECRET: SIGNIFICANCE OF ITS MAGICAL PASSAGES. ORIENTAL RACES HAVE A KEEN REALIZATION OF THE DYNAMICS OF SOUND. THEY KNOW THAT EVERY SPOKEN WORD HAS TREMENDOUS POWER AND THAT BY CERTAIN ARRANGEMENTS OF WORDS THEY CAN CREATE VORTICES OF FORCE IN THE INVISIBLE UNIVERSE ABOUT THEM AND THEREBY PROFOUNDLY INFLUENCE PHYSICAL SUBSTANCE. THE SACRED WORD BY WHICH THE WORLD WAS ESTABLISHED, THE LOST WORD WHICH MASONRY IS STILL SEEKING, AND THE THREEFOLD DIVINE NAME SYMBOLIZED BY A. U. M.--THE CREATIVE TONE OF THE HINDUS--ALL ARE INDICATIVE OF THE VENERATION ACCORDED THE PRINCIPLE OF SOUND. THE SO-CALLED "NEW DISCOVERIES" OF MODERN SCIENCE ARE OFTEN ONLY REDISCOVERIES OF SECRETS WELL KNOWN TO THE PRIESTS AND PHILOSOPHERS OF ANCIENT PAGANDOM. MAN'S INHUMANITY TO MAN HAS RESULTED IN THE LOSS OF RECORDS AND FORMULA: WHICH, HAD THEY BEEN PRESERVED, WOULD HAVE SOLVED MANY OF THE GREATEST PROBLEMS OF THIS CIVILIZATION. WITH SWORD AND FIREBRAND, RACES OBLITERATE THE [ANCIENT] RECORDS OF THEIR [ONGOING] PREDECESSORS, AND THEN INEVITABLY MEET WITH AN UNTIMELY FATE FOR NEED OF THE VERY WISDOM THEY HAVE DESTROYED.
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CHEMICAL SYLLABLES.
DE MONTE-SNYDERS DECLARES THAT EACH OF THE ABOVE CHARACTERS FORMS ONE SYLLABLES OF A WORD HAVING SEVEN SYLLABLES, THE WORD ITSELF REPRESENTING THE MATERIA PRIMA, OR FIRST SUBSTANCE OF THE UNIVERSE. AS ALL SUBSTANCE IS COMPOSED OF SEVEN POWERS COMBINED ACCORDING TO CERTAIN COSMIC LAWS, A GREAT MYSTERY IS CONCEALED WITHIN THE SEVENFOLD CONSTITUTION OF MAN, AND THE UNIVERSE. OF THE ABOVE SEVEN CHARACTERS, DE MONTE-SNYDER WRITES: WHOEVER WANTS TO KNOW THE TRUE NAME AND CHARACTER OF THE MATERIA PRIMA SHALL KNOW THAT OUT OF THE COMBINATION OF THE ABOVE FIGURES SYLLABLES ARE PRODUCED, AND OUT OF THESE THE VERBUM SIGNIFICATIVUM."
THE QABBALAH, THE SECRET DOCTRINE OF ISRAEL
ALBERT PIKE, QUOTING FROM TRANSCENDENTAL MAGIC, THUS SUMS UP THE IMPORTANCE OF QABBALISM AS A KEY TO MASONIC ESOTERICISM: "ONE IS FILLED WITH ADMIRATION, ON PENETRATING INTO THE SANCTUARY OF THE KABALAH, AT SEEING A DOCTRINE SO LOGICAL, SO SIMPLE, AND AT THE SAME TIME SO ABSOLUTE. THE NECESSARY UNION OF IDEAS AND SIGNS, THE CONSECRATION OF THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL REALITIES BY THE PRIMITIVE CHARACTERS; THE TRINITY OF WORDS, LETTERS, AND NUMBERS; A PHILOSOPHY SIMPLE AS THE ALPHABET, PROFOUND AND INFINITE AS THE WORD; THEOREMS MORE COMPLETE AND LUMINOUS THAN THOSE OF PYTHAGORAS; A THEOLOGY SUMMED UP BY COUNTING ON ONE'S FINGERS; AN INFINITE WHICH CAN BE HELD IN THE HOLLOW OF AN INFANT'S HAND; TEN CIPHERS AND TWENTY-TWO LETTERS, A TRIANGLE, A SQUARE, AND A CIRCLE,--THESE ARE ALL THE ELEMENTS OF THE KABALAH. THESE ARE THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES OF THE WRITTEN WORD, REFLECTION OF THAT SPOKEN WORD THAT CREATED THE WORLD!" (MORALS AND DOGMA.) HEBREW THEOLOGY WAS DIVIDED INTO THREE DISTINCT PARTS. THE FIRST WAS THE LAW, THE SECOND WAS THE SOUL OF THE LAW, AND THE THIRD WAS THE SOUL OF THE SOUL OF THE LAW. THE LAW WAS TAUGHT TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL; THE MISHNA, OR THE SOUL OF THE LAW, WAS REVEALED TO THE RABBINS AND TEACHERS; BUT THE QABBALAH, THE SOUL OF THE SOUL OF THE LAW, WAS CUNNINGLY CONCEALED, AND ONLY THE HIGHEST INITIATES AMONG THE JEWS WERE INSTRUCTED IN ITS SECRET PRINCIPLES. ACCORDING TO CERTAIN JEWISH MYSTICS, MOSES ASCENDED MOUNT SINAI THREE TIMES, REMAINING IN THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF GOD FORTY DAYS EACH TIME. DURING THE FIRST FORTY DAYS THE TABLES OF THE WRITTEN LAW WERE DELIVERED TO THE PROPHET; DURING THE SECOND FORTY DAYS HE RECEIVED THE SOUL OF THE LAW; AND DURING THE LAST FORTY DAYS GOD INSTRUCTED HIM IN THE MYSTERIES OF THE QABBALAH, THE SOUL OF THE SOUL OF THE LAW. MOSES CONCEALED IN THE FIRST FOUR BOOKS OF THE PENTATEUCH THE SECRET INSTRUCTIONS THAT GOD HAD GIVEN HIM, AND FOR CENTURIES, STUDENTS OF QABBALISM. HAVE SOUGHT THEREIN THE SECRET DOCTRINE OF ISRAEL. AS THE SPIRITUAL NATURE OF MAN IS CONCEALED IN HIS PHYSICAL BODY, SO THE UNWRITTEN LAW--THE MISHNA AND THE QABBALAH--IS CONCEALED WITHIN THE WRITTEN TEACHINGS OF THE MOSAIC CODE. QABBALAH MEANS THE SECRET OR HIDDEN TRADITION, THE UNWRITTEN LAW, AND ACCORDING TO AN EARLY RABBI, IT WAS DELIVERED TO MAN IN ORDER THAT THROUGH THE AID OF ITS ABSTRUSE PRINCIPLES HE MIGHT LEARN TO UNDERSTAND THE MYSTERY OF BOTH THE UNIVERSE ABOUT HIM AND THE UNIVERSE WITHIN HIM. THE ORIGIN OF QABBALISM IS A LEGITIMATE SUBJECT FOR CONTROVERSY. EARLY INITIATES OF THE QABBALISTIC MYSTERIES BELIEVED THAT ITS PRINCIPLES WERE FIRST TAUGHT BY GOD TO A SCHOOL OF HIS ANGELS BEFORE THE [SEXUAL] FALL OF MAN. THE ANGELS LATER COMMUNICATED THE SECRETS TO ADAM, SO THAT THROUGH THE KNOWLEDGE GAINED FROM AN UNDERSTANDING OF ITS PRINCIPLES FALLEN HUMANITY MIGHT REGAIN ITS LOST ESTATE. THE ANGEL RAZIEL WAS DISPATCHED FROM HEAVEN TO INSTRUCT ADAM IN THE MYSTERIES OF THE QABBALAH. DIFFERENT ANGELS WERE EMPLOYED TO INITIATE THE SUCCEEDING PATRIARCHS IN THIS DIFFICULT SCIENCE. TOPHIEL WAS THE TEACHER OF SHEM, RAPHAEL OF ISAAC, METATRON OF MOSES, AND MICHAEL OF DAVID. (FAITHS OF THE WORLD.) CHRISTIAN D. GINSBURG HAS WRITTEN: "FROM ADAM IT PASSED OVER TO NOAH, AND THEN TO ABRAHAM, THE FRIEND OF GOD, WHO EMIGRATED WITH IT TO EGYPT, WHERE THE PATRIARCH ALLOWED A PORTION OF THIS MYSTERIOUS DOCTRINE TO OOZE OUT. IT WAS IN THIS WAY THAT THE EGYPTIANS OBTAINED SOME KNOWLEDGE OF IT, AND THE OTHER EASTERN NATIONS COULD INTRODUCE IT INTO THEIR PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEMS. MOSES, WHO WAS LEARNED IN ALL THE WISDOM OF EGYPT, WAS FIRST INITIATED INTO IT IN THE LAND OF HIS BIRTH, BUT BECAME MOST PROFICIENT IN IT DURING HIS WANDERINGS IN THE WILDERNESS, WHEN HE NOT ONLY DEVOTED TO IT THE LEISURE HOURS OF THE WHOLE FORTY YEARS, BUT RECEIVED LESSONS IN IT FROM ONE OF THE ANGELS. MOSES ALSO INITIATED THE SEVENTY ELDERS INTO THE SECRETS OF THIS DOCTRINE AND THEY AGAIN TRANSMITTED THEM FROM HAND TO HAND. OF ALL WHO FORMED THE UNBROKEN LINE OF TRADITION, DAVID AND SOLOMON WERE MOST INITIATED INTO THE KABBALAH." (THE KABBALAH.) ACCORDING TO ELIPHAS LEVI, THE THREE GREATEST BOOKS OF QABBALISM ARE THE SEPHER YETZIRAH, THE BOOK OF FORMATION; THE SEPHER HA ZOHAR, THE BOOK OF SPLENDOR; AND THE APOCALYPSE, THE BOOK OF REVELATION. THE DATES OF THE WRITING OF THESE BOOKS ARE BY NO MEANS THOROUGHLY ESTABLISHED. QABBALISTS DECLARE THAT THE SEPHER YETZIRAH WAS WRITTEN BY ABRAHAM. ALTHOUGH IT IS BY FAR THE OLDEST OF THE QABBALISTIC BOOKS, IT WAS PROBABLY FROM THE PEN OF THE RABBI AKIBA, A.D. 120. THE SEPHER HA ZOHAR PRESUMABLY WAS WRITTEN BY SIMEON BEN JOCHAI, A DISCIPLE OF AKIBA. RABBI SIMEON WAS SENTENCED TO DEATH ABOUT A.D. 161 BY LUCIUS VERUS, CO-REGENT OF THE EMPEROR MARC AURELIUS ANTONINUS. HE ESCAPED WITH HIS SON AND, HIDING IN A CAVE, TRANSCRIBED THE MANUSCRIPT OF THE ZOHAR WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF ELIAS, WHO APPEARED TO THEM AT INTERVALS. SIMEON WAS TWELVE YEARS IN THE CAVE, DURING WHICH TIME HE EVOLVED THE COMPLICATED SYMBOLISM OF THE "GREATER FACE" AND THE "LESSER FACE." WHILE DISCOURSING WITH DISCIPLES RABBI SIMEON EXPIRED, AND THE "LAMP OF ISRAEL" WAS EXTINGUISHED. HIS DEATH AND BURIAL WERE ACCOMPANIED BY MANY SUPERNATURAL PHENOMENA. THE LEGEND GOES ON TO RELATE THAT THE SECRET DOCTRINES OF QABBALISM HAD BEEN IN EXISTENCE SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD, BUT THAT RABBI SIMEON WAS THE FIRST MAN PERMITTED TO REDUCE THEM TO WRITING. TWELVE HUNDRED YEARS LATER THE BOOKS WHICH HE HAD COMPILED WERE DISCOVERED AND PUBLISHED FOR THE BENEFIT OF HUMANITY BY MOSES DE LEÓN. THE PROBABILITY IS THAT MOSES DE LEÓN HIMSELF COMPILED THE ZOHAR ABOUT A.D. 1305, DRAWING HIS MATERIAL FROM THE UNWRITTEN SECRETS OF EARLIER JEWISH MYSTICS. THE APOCALYPSE, ACCREDITED TO ST. JOHN THE DIVINE, IS ALSO OF UNCERTAIN DATE, AND THE IDENTITY OF ITS AUTHOR HAS NEVER BEEN SATISFACTORILY PROVED. BECAUSE OF ITS BREVITY AND BECAUSE IT IS THE KEY TO QABBALISTIC THOUGHT, THE SEPHER YETZIRAH IS REPRODUCED IN FULL IN THIS CHAPTER. SO FAR AS IS---
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THE SEVENTY-TWO NAMES OF GOD.
---THIS RARE CUT SHOWS THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD IN SEVENTY-TWO LANGUAGES INSCRIBED UPON THE PETALS OF A SYMBOLIC SUNFLOWER. ABOVE THE CIRCLE ARE THE SEVENTY-TWO POWERS OF GOD ACCORDING TO THE HEBREW QABBALAH. BELOW TWO TREES, THAT ON THE LEFT BEARING THE SYMBOLS OF THE PLANETS AND THAT ON THE RIGHT THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC AND THE NAMES OF THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. THE ESOTERIC DOCTRINES OF THE QABBALAH ARE IN ALIGNMENT WITH THE SECRET TEACHINGS OF ALL THE SCHOOLS OF PHILOSOPHY, BUT THE METHOD BY WHICH ITS SECRETS ARE REVEALED TO THE WISE AND CONCEALED FROM THE IGNORANT IS MOST UNUSUAL. AS THE RELIGIOUS WORLD INTERPRETS ITS SCRIPTURES WITH TWENTIETH-CENTURY EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES, IT BECOMES EVER MORE APPARENT THAT THE SACRED BOOKS WERE NOT HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS, BUT THAT THE KINGS, SAGES, PROPHETS, AND SAVIORS WHOM HOLY BIBLE STUDENTS HAM REVERED FOR AGES AS ONCE-EXISTING PERSONALITIES ARE IN REALITY ONLY PERSONIFIED ATTRIBUTES OF MAN HIMSELF. KNOWN, THE SEPHER HA ZOHAR HAS NEVER BEEN COMPLETELY TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH, BUT IT CAN BE OBTAINED IN FRENCH. (S. L. MACGREGOR-MATHERS TRANSLATED THREE BOOKS OF THE ZOHAR INTO ENGLISH.) THE ZOHAR CONTAINS A VAST NUMBER OF PHILOSOPHICAL TENETS, AND A PARAPHRASE OF ITS SALIENT POINTS IS EMBODIED IN THIS WORK. FEW REALIZE THE INFLUENCE EXERTED BY QABBALISM OVER MEDIÆVAL THOUGHT, BOTH CHRISTIAN AND JEWISH. IT TAUGHT THAT THERE EXISTED WITHIN THE SACRED WRITINGS A HIDDEN DOCTRINE WHICH WAS THE KEY TO THOSE WRITINGS. THIS IS SYMBOLIZED BY THE CROSSED KEYS UPON THE PAPAL CREST. SCORES OF LEARNED MINDS BEGAN TO SEARCH FOR THOSE ARCANE TRUTHS BY WHICH THE RACE SHOULD BE REDEEMED; AND THAT THEIR LABOR WAS NOT WITHOUT ITS REWARD, THEIR SUBSEQUENT WRITINGS HAVE DEMONSTRATED. THE THEORIES OF QABBALISM ARE INEXTRICABLY INTERWOVEN WITH THE TENETS OF ALCHEMY, HERMETICISM, ROSICRUCIANISM, AND FREEMASONRY. THE WORDS QABBALISM AND HERMETICISM ARE NOW CONSIDERED AS SYNONYMOUS TERMS COVERING ALL THE ARCANA AND ESOTERICISM OF ANTIQUITY. THE SIMPLE QABBALISM OF THE FIRST CENTURIES OF THE CHRISTIAN ERA GRADUALLY EVOLVED INTO AN ELABORATE THEOLOGICAL SYSTEM, WHICH BECAME SO INVOLVED THAT IT WAS NEXT TO IMPOSSIBLE TO COMPREHEND ITS DOGMA. THE QABBALISTS DIVIDED THE USES OF THEIR SACRED SCIENCE INTO FIVE SECTIONS. THE NATURAL QABBALAH WAS USED SOLELY TO ASSIST THE INVESTIGATOR IN HIS STUDY OF NATURE'S MYSTERIES. THE ANALOGICAL QABBALAH WAS FORMULATED TO EXHIBIT THE RELATIONSHIP WHICH EXISTS BETWEEN ALL THINGS IN NATURE, AND IT REVEALED TO THE WISE THAT ALL CREATURES AND SUBSTANCES WERE ONE IN ESSENCE, AND THAT MAN--THE LITTLE UNIVERSE--WAS A REPLICA IN MINIATURE OF GOD--THE GREAT UNIVERSE. THE CONTEMPLATIVE QABBALAH WAS EVOLVED FOR THE PURPOSE OF REVEALING THROUGH THE HIGHER INTELLECTUAL FACULTIES THE MYSTERIES OF THE CELESTIAL SPHERES. BY ITS AID THE ABSTRACT REASONING FACULTIES COGNIZED THE MEASURELESS PLANES OF INFINITY AND LEARNED TO KNOW THE CREATURES EXISTING WITHIN THEM. THE ASTROLOGICAL QABBALAH INSTRUCTED THOSE WHO STUDIED ITS LORE IN THE POWER, MAGNITUDE, AND ACTUAL SUBSTANCE OF THE SIDEREAL BODIES, AND ALSO REVEALED THE MYSTICAL CONSTITUTION OF THE PLANET ITSELF. THE FIFTH, OR MAGICAL QABBALAH, WAS STUDIED BY SUCH AS DESIRED TO GAIN CONTROL OVER THE DEMONS AND SUBHUMAN INTELLIGENCES OF THE INVISIBLE WORLDS. IT WAS ALSO HIGHLY VALUED AS A METHOD OF HEALING THE SICK BY TALISMANS, AMULETS, CHARMS, AND INVOCATIONS. THE SEPHER YETZIRAH, ACCORDING TO ADOLPH FRANCK, DIFFERS FROM OTHER SACRED BOOKS IN THAT IT DOES NOT EXPLAIN THE WORLD AND THE PHENOMENA OF WHICH IT IS THE STAGE BY LEANING ON THE IDEA OF GOD OR BY SETTING ITSELF UP AS THE INTERPRETER OF THE SUPREME WILL. THIS ANCIENT WORK RATHER REVEALS GOD BY ESTIMATING HIS MANIFOLD HANDIWORK. IN PREPARING THE SEPHER YETZIRAH FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF THE READER, FIVE SEPARATE ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS HAVE BEEN COMPARED. THE RESULTING FORM, WHILE IT EMBODIES THE SALIENT FEATURES OF EACH, IS NOT A DIRECT TRANSLATION FROM ANY ONE HEBREW OR LATIN TEXT. ALTHOUGH THE PURPOSE WAS TO CONVEY THE SPIRIT RATHER THAN THE LETTER OF THE ANCIENT DOCUMENT, THERE ARE NO WIDE DEVIATIONS FROM THE ORIGINAL RENDITION. SO FAR AS KNOWN, THE FIRST TRANSLATION OF THE SEPHER YETZIRAH INTO ENGLISH WAS MADE BY THE REV. DR. ISIDOR KALISCH, IN 1877. (SEE ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE.) IN THIS TRANSLATION THE HEBREW TEXT ACCOMPANIES THE ENGLISH WORDS. THE WORK OF DR. KALISCH HAS BEEN USED AS THE FOUNDATION OF THE FOLLOWING INTERPRETATION, BUT MATERIAL FROM OTHER AUTHORITIES HAS BEEN INCORPORATED AND MANY PASSAGES HAVE BEEN REWRITTEN TO SIMPLIFY THE GENERAL THEME. AT HAND ALSO WAS A MANUSCRIPT COPY IN ENGLISH OF THE BOOK OF THE CABALISTICK ART, BY DOCTOR JOHN PISTOR. THE DOCUMENT IS UNDATED; BUT JUDGING FROM THE GENERAL TYPE OF THE WRITING, THE COPY WAS MADE DURING THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. THE THIRD VOLUME USED AS A REFERENCE WAS THE SEPHER YETZIRAH, BY THE LATE WIN. WYNN WESTCOTT, MAGUS OF THE ROSICRUCIAN SOCIETY OF ENGLAND. THE FOURTH WAS THE SEPHER YETZIRAH, OR THE BOOK OF CREATION, ACCORDING TO THE TRANSLATION IN THE SACRED BOOKS AND EARLY LITERATURE OF THE EAST, EDITED BY PROF. CHARLES F. HORNE. THE FIFTH WAS A RECENT PUBLICATION, THE BOOK OF FORMATION, BY KNUT STENRING, CONTAINING AN INTRODUCTION BY ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE. AT HAND ALSO WERE FOUR OTHER COPIES--TWO GERMAN, ONE HEBREW, AND ONE LATIN. CERTAIN PORTIONS OF THE SEPHER YETZIRAH ARE CONSIDERED OLDER AND MORE AUTHENTIC THAN THE REST, BUR THE CONTROVERSY REGARDING THEM IS INVOLVED AND NONPRODUCTIVE THAT IT IS USELESS TO ADD FURTHER COMMENT. THE DOUBTFUL PASSAGES ARE THEREFORE INCLUDED IN THE DOCUMENT AT THE POINTS WHERE THEY WOULD NATURALLY FALL.
THE SEPHER YETZIRAH, THE BOOK OF FORMATION
CHAPTER ONE
1. YAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE LORD OF HOSTS, THE LIVING ELOHIM, KING OF THE UNIVERSE, OMNIPOTENT, THE MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS GOD, SUPREME AND EXTOLLED, DWELLER IN THE HEIGHT WHOSE HABITATION IS ETERNITY, WHO IS SUBLIME AND MOST-HOLY, ENGRAVED HIS NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND ORDAINED (FORMED) AND CREATED THE UNIVERSE IN THIRTY-TWO MYSTERIOUS PATHS (STAGES) OF WISDOM (SCIENCE), BY THREE SEPHARIM, NAMELY, NUMBERS, LETTERS, AND SOUNDS, WHICH ARE IN HIM ONE AND THE SAME.
2. TEN SEPHIROTH (TEN PROPERTIES FROM THE INEFFABLE ONE) AND TWENTY-TWO LETTERS ARE THE FOUNDATION OF ALL THINGS. OF THESE TWENTY-TWO LETTERS THREE ARE CALLED "MOTHERS," SEWN "DOUBLE," AND TWELVE "SIMPLE."
3. THE TEN NUMBERS (SEPHIROTH) OUT OF NOTHING ARE ANALOGOUS TO THE TEN FINGERS AND THE TEN TOES: FIVE OVER AGAINST FIVE. IN THE CENTER BETWEEN THEM IS THE COVENANT WITH THE ONLY ONE GOD. IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD IT IS THE COVENANT OF THE VOICE (THE WORD), AND IN THE CORPOREAL WORLD THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE FLESH (THE RITE OF ABRAHAM).
4. TEN ARE THE NUMBERS (OF THE SEPHIROTH) OUT OF NOTHING, TEN--NOT NINE; TEN--NOT ELEVEN. COMPREHEND THIS GREAT, WISDOM, UNDERSTAND THIS KNOWLEDGE AND BE WISE. INQUIRE INTO THE MYSTERY AND PONDER IT. EXAMINE ALL THINGS BY MEANS OF THE TEN SEPHIROTH. RESTORE THE WORD TO ITS CREATOR AND LEAD THE CREATOR BACK TO HIS THRONE AGAIN. HE IS THE ONLY FORMATOR AND BESIDE HIM THERE IS NO OTHER. HIS ATTRIBUTES ARE TEN AND ARE WITHOUT LIMIT.
5. THE TEN INEFFABLE SEPHIROTH HAVE TEN INFINITUDES, WHICH ARE AS FOLLOWS: THE INFINITE BEGINNING AND THE INFINITE END; THE INFINITE GOOD AND THE INFINITE EVIL; THE INFINITE HEIGHT AND THE INFINITE DEPTH; THE INFINITE EAST AND THE INFINITE WEST; THE INFINITE NORTH AND THE INFINITE SOUTH; AND OVER THEM IS THE LORD SUPERLATIVELY ONE, THE FAITHFUL KING. HE RULES OVER ALL IN ALL FROM HIS HOLY HABITATION FOR AGES OF AGES. 
6. THE APPEARANCE OF THE TEN SPHERES (SEPHIROTH) OUT OF NOTHING IS AS A FLASH OF LIGHTNING OR A SPARKLING FLAME, AND THEY ARE WITHOUT BEGINNING OR END. THE WORD OF GOD IS IN THEM WHEN THEY GO FORTH AND WHEN THEY RETURN. THEY RUN BY HIS ORDER LIKE A WHIRLWIND AND PROSTRATE THEMSELVES BEFORE HIS THRONE.
7. THE TEN SEPHIROTH HAVE THEIR END LINKED TO THEIR BEGINNING AND THEIR BEGINNING LINKED TO THEIR END, COJOINED AS THE FLAME IS WEDDED TO THE LIVE COAL, FOR THE LORD IS SUPERLATIVELY ONE AND TO HIM THERE IS NO SECOND. BEFORE ONE WHAT CAN YOU COUNT?
8. CONCERNING THE NUMBER (10) OF THE SPHERES OF EXISTENCE (SEPHIROTH) OUT OF NOTHING, SEAL UP YOUR LIPS AND GUARD YOUR HEART AS YOU CONSIDER THEM, AND IF YOUR MONTH OPENS FOR UTTERANCE AND YOUR HEART TURNS TOWARDS THOUGHT, CONTROL THEM, RETURNING TO SILENCE. SO, IT IS WRITTEN: "AND THE LIVING CREATURES RAN AND RETURNED." (EZEKIEL I. 14.) AND ON THIS WISE WAS THE COVENANT MADE WITH US,
9. THESE ARE THE TEN EMANATIONS OF NUMBER OUT OF NOTHING: 1ST. THE SPIRIT OF THE LIVING ELOHIM, BLESSED AND MORE THAN BLESSED BE THE LIVING ELOHIM OF AGES. HIS VOICE, HIS SPIRIT, AND HIS WORD ARE THE HOLY SPIRIT. 2ND. HE PRODUCED AIR FROM THE SPIRIT AND IN THE AIR. HE FORMED AND ESTABLISHED TWENTY-TWO SOUNDS--THE LETTERS. THREE OF THEM WERE FUNDAMENTAL, OR MOTHERS; SEVEN WERE DOUBLE; AND TWELVE WERE SIMPLE (SINGLE); BUT THE SPIRIT IS THE FIRST ONE AND ABOVE ALL. 3RD. PRIMORDIAL WATER HE EXTRACTED FROM THE AIR. HE FORMED THEREIN TWENTY-TWO LETTERS AND ESTABLISHED THEM OUT OF MUD & LOAM, MAKING THEM LIKE A BORDER, PUTTING THEM UP LIKE A WALL, AND SURROUNDING THEM AS WITH A RAMPART. HE POURED SNOW UPON THEM & IT BECAME EARTH, AS IT READS: "HE SAID TO THE SNOW BE THOU, EARTH." (JOB. XXXVII. 6.) 4TH. FIRE (ETHER) HE DREW FORTH FROM THE WATER. HE ENGRAVED & ESTABLISHED BY IT THE THRONE OF GLORY. HE FASHIONED THE SERAPHIM, THE OPHANIM, & THE HOLY LIVING CREATURES (CHERUBIM?), AS HIS MINISTERING ANGELS, & WITH (OF) THESE THREE HE FORMED HIS HABITATION, AS IT READS: "WHO MADE HIS ANGELS SPIRITS, HIS MINISTERS A FLAMING FIRE." (PSALMS CIV. 4.)
[image: THE TETRAGRAMMATON.]
THE TETRAGRAMMATON [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH].
BY ARRANGING THE FOUR LETTERS OF THE GREAT NAME, י ה ו ה, (I H V H), IN THE FORM OF THE PYTHAGOREAN TETRACTYS, THE 72 POWERS OF THE GREAT NAME OF GOD ARE MANIFESTED. THE KEY TO THE PROBLEM IS AS FOLLOWS:
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	THE GREAT NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD
	=
	72


5TH. HE SELECTED THREE CONSONANTS (I, H, V) FROM THE SIMPLE ONES--A SECRET BELONGING TO THE THREE MOTHERS, OR FIRST ELEMENTS; א מ ש (A, M, SH), AIR, WATER, FIRE (ETHER). HE SEALED THEM WITH HIS SPIRIT AND FASHIONED THEM INTO A GREAT NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND WITH THIS SEALED THE UNIVERSE IN SIX DIRECTIONS. HE TURNED TOWARDS THE ABOVE AND SEALED THE HEIGHT WITH י ה ו (I, H, V). 6TH. HE TURNED TOWARDS THE BELOW AND SEALED THE DEPTH WITHה י ו (H, I, V). 7TH. HE TURNED FORWARD AND SEALED THE EAST WITH ו י ה (V, I, H). 8TH. HE TURNED BACKWARD AND SEALED THE WEST WITH ו ה י (V H, I). 9TH. HE TURNED TO THE RIGHT AND SEALED THE SOUTH WITH י ו ה (I, V, H). 10TH. HE TURNED TO THE LEFT AND SEALED THE NORTH WITH ה ו י (H, V, I). NOTE. THIS ARRANGEMENT OF THE LETTERS OF THE GREAT NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS ACCORDING TO THE REV. DR. ISIDOR KALISCH. 10. THESE ARE THE TEN INEFFABLE EXISTENCES OUT OF NOTHING; FROM THE SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD EMANATED AIR; FROM THE AIR, WATER; FROM THE WATER, FIRE (ETHER); FROM THE FIRE, THE HEIGHT AND THE DEPTH, THE EAST AND THE WEST, THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH.
CHAPTER TWO
1. THERE ARE TWENTY-TWO BASIC (SOUNDS AND) LETTERS. THREE ARE THE FIRST ELEMENTS (WATER, AIR, FIRE), FUNDAMENTALS, OR MOTHERS; SEVEN ARE DOUBLE LETTERS; AND TWELVE ARE SIMPLE LETTERS. THE THREE FUNDAMENTAL LETTERS א מ ש HAVE AS THEIR BASIS THE BALANCE. AT ONE END OF THE SCALE ARE THE VIRTUES AND AT THE OTHER THE VICES, PLACED IN EQUILIBRIUM BY THE TONGUE. OF THE FUNDAMENTAL LETTERS מ (M) IS MUTE LIKE THE WATER, ש (SH) HISSING LIKE FIRE, א (A) A RECONCILING BREATH BETWEEN THEM. 
2. THE TWENTY-TWO BASIC LETTERS HAVING BEEN DESIGNED, APPOINTED, AND ESTABLISHED BY GOD, HE COMBINED, WEIGHED, AND EXCHANGED THEM (EACH WITH THE OTHERS), AND FORMED BY THEM ALL BEINGS WHICH ARE IN EXISTENCE, AND ALL WHICH WILL BE FORMED IN TIME TO COME.
3. HE ESTABLISHED TWENTY-TWO BASIC LETTERS, FORMED BY THE VOICE AND IMPRESSED UPON THE AIR BY THE BREATH. HE SET THEM TO BE AUDIBLY UTTERED IN FIVE DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE HUMAN MOUTH: NAMELY, GUTTURALS, א ה ח ע; PALATALS, ג י כ ק; LINGUALS, ד ט ל נ ת DENTALS, ז ש ס ר ץ; LABIALS, ב ו מ ף.
4. HE FIXED THE TWENTY-TWO BASIC LETTERS IN A RING (SPHERE) LIKE A WALL WITH TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY-ONE GATES, AND TURNED THE SPHERE FORWARD AND BACKWARD. TURNED FORWARD, THE SPHERE SIGNIFIED GOOD; WHEN REVERSED, EVIL. THREE LETTERS MAY SERVE FOR AN ILLUSTRATION: THERE IS NOTHING BETTER THAN ע נ ג (O, N, G), PLEASURE (JOY), AND NOTHING WORSE THAN נ ג ע (N, G, O), PLAGUE (SORROW).
5. HOW WAS IT ALL ACCOMPLISHED? HE COMBINED, WEIGHED, AND CHANGED: THE א (A) WITH ALL THE OTHER LETTERS IN SUCCESSION, AND ALL THE OTHERS AGAIN WITH א (A), AND ALL AGAIN WITH ב (B); AND SO, WITH THE WHOLE SERIES OF LETTERS. HENCE IT FOLLOWS THAT THERE ARE TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY-ONE FORMATIONS, OR GATES, THROUGH WHICH THE POWERS OF THE LETTERS GO FORTH; EVERY CREATURE AND EVERY LANGUAGE PROCEEDED FROM ONE NAME AND THE COMBINATIONS OF ITS LETTERS.
6. HE CREATED A REALITY OUT OF NOTHING. HE CALLED THE NONENTITY INTO EXISTENCE AND HEWED COLOSSAL PILLARS FROM INTANGIBLE AIR. THIS HAS BEEN SHOWN BY THE EXAMPLE OF COMBINING THE LETTER א (A) WITH ALL THE OTHER LETTERS, AND ALL THE OTHER LETTERS WITH א. BY SPEAKING HE CREATED EVERY CREATURE AND EVERY WORD BY THE POWER OF ONE NAME. AS AN ILLUSTRATION, CONSIDER THE TWENTY-TWO ELEMENTARY SUBSTANCES FROM THE PRIMITIVE SUBSTANCE OF א. THE PRODUCTION OF EVERY CREATURE FROM THE TWENTY-TWO LETTERS IS PROOF THAT THEY ARE IN REALITY THE TWENTY-TWO PARTS OF ONE LIVING BODY.
CHAPTER THREE
1. THE FIRST THREE ELEMENTS (THE MOTHER LETTERS, א מ ש) RESEMBLE A BALANCE, IN ONE SCALE VIRTUE AND IN THE OTHER VICE, PLACED IN EQUILIBRIUM BY THE TONGUE.
2. THE THREE MOTHERS, א מ ש, ENCLOSE A GREAT, WONDERFUL, AND UNKNOWN MYSTERY, AND ARE SEALED BY SIX WINGS (OR ELEMENTARY CIRCLES), NAMELY, AIR, WATER, FIRE--EACH DIVIDED INTO AN ACTIVE AND A PASSIVE POWER. THE MOTHERS, א מ ש, GAVE BIRTH TO THE FATHERS (THE PROGENITORS), AND THESE GAVE BIRTH TO THE GENERATIONS.
3. GOD APPOINTED AND ESTABLISHED THREE MOTHERS, א מ ש, COMBINED, WEIGHED, AND EXCHANGED THEM, FORMING BY THEM THREE MOTHERS, IN THE UNIVERSE, IN THE YEAR, AND IN MAN (MALE AND FEMALE).
4. THE THREE MOTHERS, א מ ש, IN THE UNIVERSE ARE: AIR, WATER, AND FIRE. HEAVEN WAS CREATED FROM THE ELEMENTARY FIRE (OR ETHER) ש, THE EARTH, COMPRISING SEA AND LAND, FROM THE ELEMENTARY WATER, מ, AND THE ATMOSPHERIC AIR FROM THE ELEMENTARY AIR, OR SPIRIT, א, WHICH ESTABLISHES THE BALANCE AMONG THEM. THUS, WERE ALL THINGS PRODUCED.
5. THE THREE MOTHERS, א מ ש, PRODUCE IN THE YEAR HEAT, COLDNESS, AND THE TEMPERATE STATE. HEAT WAS CREATED FROM FIRE, COLDNESS FROM WATER, AND THE TEMPERATE STATE FROM AIR, WHICH EQUILIBRATES THEM.
6. THE THREE MOTHERS, א מ ש, PRODUCE IN MAN (MALE AND FEMALE) BREAST, ABDOMEN, AND HEAD. THE HEAD WAS FORMED FROM THE FIRE, ש; THE ABDOMEN FROM THE WATER, מ; AND THE BREAST (THORAX) FROM AIR, א, WHICH PLACES THEM IN EQUILIBRIUM.
7. GOD LET THE LETTER א (A) PREDOMINATE IN PRIMORDIAL AIR, CROWNED IT, COMBINED IT WITH THE OTHER TWO, AND SEALED THE AIR IN THE UNIVERSE, THE TEMPERATE STATE IN THE YEAR, AND THE BREAST IN MAN (MALE AND FEMALE).
8. HE LET THE LETTER מ (M) PREDOMINATE IN PRIMORDIAL WATER, CROWNED IT, COMBINED IT WITH THE OTHER TWO, AND SEALED THE EARTH IN THE UNIVERSE (INCLUDING LAND AND SEA), COLDNESS IN THE YEAR, AND THE ABDOMEN IN MAN (MALE AND FEMALE).
9. HE LET THE LETTER ש (SH) PREDOMINATE IN PRIMORDIAL FIRE, CROWNED IT, COMBINED IT WITH THE OTHER TWO, AND SEALED HEAVEN IN THE UNIVERSE, HEAT IN THE YEAR, AND THE HEAD OF MAN (MALE AND FEMALE).
CHAPTER FOUR
1. THE SEVEN DOUBLE LETTERS, ב ג ד כ פ ר ת (B, G, D, K, P, R, TH), HAVE A DUPLICITY OF PRONUNCIATION (TWO VOICES), ASPIRATED AND UNASPIRATED, NAMELY: פּ ת, רּ ר, פּ פ, כּ כ, דּ ד, גּ ג, THEY SERVE AS A MODEL OF SOFTNESS AND HARDNESS, STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS.
2. THE SEVEN DOUBLE LETTERS SYMBOLIZE WISDOM, RICHES, FERTILITY LIFE, POWER, PEACE, AND GRACE.
3. THE SEVEN DOUBLE LETTERS ALSO SIGNIFY THE ANTITHESES TO WHICH HUMAN LIFE IS EXPOSED. THE OPPOSITE OF WISDOM IS FOOLISHNESS; OF RICHES, POVERTY; OF FERTILITY, STERILITY; OF LIFE, DEATH; OF POWER, SERVITUDE; OF PEACE, WAR; AND OF BEAUTY, DEFORMITY.
4. THE SEVEN DOUBLE LETTERS POINT OUT THE SIX DIMENSIONS, HEIGHT, DEPTH, EAST AND WEST, NORTH AND SOUTH, AND THE HOLY TEMPLE IN THE CENTER, WHICH SUSTAINS THEM ALL.
5. THE DOUBLE LETTERS ARE SEVEN AND NOT SIX, THEY ARE SEVEN AND NOT EIGHT; REFLECT UPON THIS FACT, SEARCH INTO IT AND REVEAL ITS HIDDEN MYSTERY AND PLACE THE CREATOR ON HIS THRONE AGAIN.
6. THE SEVEN DOUBLE LETTERS HAVING BEEN DESIGNED, ESTABLISHED, PURIFIED, WEIGHED, AND EXCHANGED BY GOD, HE FORMED OF THEM SEVEN PLANETS IN THE UNIVERSE, SEVEN DAYS IN THE YEAR, AND SEVEN GATEWAYS OF THE SENSES IN MAN (MALE AND FEMALE). FROM THESE SEVEN HE ALSO PRODUCED SEVEN HEAVENS, SEVEN EARTHS, AND SEVEN SABBATHS. THEREFORE, HE [SEXLESSLY] LOVED SEVEN MORE THAN ANY OTHER NUMBER BENEATH HIS THRONE.
7. THE SEVEN PLANETS IN THE UNIVERSE ARE: SATURN, JUPITER, MARS, SUN, VENUS, MERCURY, AND MOON. THE SEVEN DAYS IN THE YEAR ARE THE SEVEN DAYS OF THE WEEK (POSSIBLY THE SEVEN CREATIVE DAYS ARE MEANT). THE SEVEN GATEWAYS IN MAN (MALE AND FEMALE) ARE TWO EYES, TWO EARS, TWO NOSTRILS, AND THE MOUTH.
8. NOTE. KNUT STENRING DIFFERS FROM OTHER AUTHORITIES IN HIS ARRANGEMENT OF THE PLANETS AND DAYS OF THE WEEK IN THE FOLLOWING SEVEN STANZAS. KIRCHER HAS STILL A DIFFERENT ORDER. REV. DR. ISIDOR KALISCH, WM. WYNN WESTCOTT, AND THE SACRED BOOKS AND EARLY LITERATURE OF THE EAST ADOPT THE FOLLOWING ARRANGEMENT.
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THE HEBREW LETTERS ACCORDING TO THE SEPHER YETZIRAH.
IN THE CENTRAL TRIANGLE ARE THE THREE MOTHER LETTERS FROM WHICH COME FORTH THE SEVEN DOUBLE LETTERS--THE PLANETS AND THE HEAVENS. SURROUNDING THE BLACK STAR ARE THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC SYMBOLIZED BY THE TWELVE SIMPLE LETTERS. IN THE MIDST OF THIS STAR IS THE INVISIBLE THRONE OF THE MOST ANCIENT OF THE ANCIENTS--THE SUPREME DEFINITIONLESS CREATOR. 
1ST. HE CAUSED THE LETTER ב (B) TO PREDOMINATE IN WISDOM, CROWNED IT, COMBINED EACH WITH THE OTHERS, AND FORMED BY THEM THE MOON IN THE UNIVERSE, THE FIRST DAY IN THE YEAR, AND THE RIGHT EYE IN MAN (MALE AND FEMALE).
2ND. HE CAUSED THE LETTER ג (G) TO PREDOMINATE IN RICHES, CROWNED IT, COMBINED EACH WITH THE OTHERS, AND FORMED BY THEM MARS IN THE UNIVERSE, THE SECOND DAY IN THE YEAR, AND THE RIGHT EAR IN MAN (MALE AND FEMALE).
3RD. HE CAUSED THE LETTER ד (D) TO PREDOMINATE INFERTILITY, CROWNED IT, COMBINED EACH WITH THE OTHERS, AND FORMED BY THEM THE SUN IN THE UNIVERSE, THE THIRD DAY IN THE YEAR, AND THE RIGHT NOSTRIL IN MAN (MALE AND FEMALE).
4TH. HE CAUSED THE LETTER כ (K) TO PREDOMINATE IN LIFE, CROWNED IT, COMBINED EACH WITH THE OTHERS, AND FORMED BY THEM VENUS IN THE UNIVERSE, THE FOURTH DAY IN THE YEAR, AND THE LEFT EYE IN MAN (MALE AND FEMALE).
5TH. HE CAUSED THE LETTER פ (P) TO PREDOMINATE IN POWER, CROWNED IT, COMBINED EACH WITH THE OTHERS, AND FORMED BY THEM MERCURY IN THE UNIVERSE, THE FIFTH DAY IN THE YEAR, AND THE LEFT EAR IN MAN (MALE AND FEMALE).
6TH. HE CAUSED THE LETTER ר (R) TO PREDOMINATE IN PEACE, CROWNED IT, COMBINED EACH WITH THE OTHERS, AND FORMED BY THEM SATURN IN THE UNIVERSE, THE SIXTH DAY IN THE YEAR, AND THE LEFT NOSTRIL IN MAN (MALE AND FEMALE).
7TH. HE CAUSED THE LETTER ת (TH) TO PREDOMINATE IN GRACE, CROWNED IT, COMBINED EACH WITH THE OTHERS, AND FORMED BY THEM JUPITER IN THE UNIVERSE, THE SEVENTH DAY IN THE YEAR, AND THE MOUTH OF MAN (MALE AND FEMALE).
9. WITH THE SEVEN DOUBLE LETTERS HE ALSO DESIGNED SEVEN EARTHS, SEVEN HEAVENS, SEVEN CONTINENTS, SEVEN SEAS, SEVEN RIVERS, SEVEN DESERTS, SEVEN DAYS, SEVEN WEEKS (FROM PASSOVER TO PENTECOST), AND IN THE MIDST OF THEM HIS HOLY PALACE. THERE IS A CYCLE OF SEVEN YEARS AND THE SEVENTH IS THE RELEASE YEAR, AND AFTER SEVEN RELEASE YEARS IS THE JUBILEE. FOR THIS REASON, GOD [SEXLESSLY] LOVES THE NUMBER SEVEN MORE THAN ANY OTHER THING UNDER THE HEAVENS. 
10. IN THIS MANNER GOD JOINED THE SEVEN DOUBLE LETTERS TOGETHER. TWO STONES BUILD TWO HOUSES, THREE STONES BUILD SIX HOUSES, FOUR STONES BUILD TWENTY-FOUR HOUSES, FIVE STONES BUILD 120 HOUSES, SIX STONES BUILD 720 HOUSES, AND SEVEN STONES BUILD 5,040 HOUSES. MAKE A BEGINNING ACCORDING TO THIS ARRANGEMENT AND RECKON FURTHER THAN THE MOUTH CAN EXPRESS OR THE EAR CAN HEAR.
CHAPTER FIVE
1. THE TWELVE SIMPLE LETTERS ה ו ז ח ט י ל נ ס ע צ ק (H, V, Z, CH, T, I, L, N, S, O, TZ, Q) SYMBOLIZE THE TWELVE FUNDAMENTAL PROPERTIES: SPEECH, THOUGHT, MOVEMENT, SIGHT, HEARING, WORK, COITION, SMELL, SLEEP, ANGER, TASTE (OR SWALLOWING), AND MIRTH.
2. THE SIMPLE LETTERS CORRESPOND TO TWELVE DIRECTIONS: EAST HEIGHT, NORTHEAST, EAST DEPTH; SOUTH HEIGHT, SOUTHEAST, SOUTH DEPTH; WEST HEIGHT, SOUTHWEST, WEST DEPTH; NORTH HEIGHT, NORTHWEST, NORTH DEPTH. THEY DIVERGE TO ALL ETERNITY AND ARE THE ARMS OF THE UNIVERSE.
3. THE SIMPLE LETTERS HAVING BEEN DESIGNED, ESTABLISHED, WEIGHED, AND EXCHANGED BY GOD, HE PRODUCED BY THEM TWELVE ZODIACAL SIGNS IN THE UNIVERSE, TWELVE MONTHS IN THE YEAR, AND TWELVE CHIEF ORGANS IN HUMAN BODY (MALE AND FEMALE).
4. THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC ARE: ARIES, TAURUS, GEMINI, CANCER, LEO, VIRGO, LIBRA, SCORPIO, SAGITTARIUS, CAPRICORN, AQUARIUS, AND PISCES. THE MONTHS OF THE YEAR ARE: NISAN, LIAR, SIVAN, TAMMUZ, AB, ELUL, TISRI, MARCHESHVAN, KISLEV, TEBET, SEBAT, AND ADAR. THE ORGANS OF THE HUMAN BODY ARE: TWO HANDS, TWO FEET, TWO KIDNEYS, GALL, SMALL INTESTINE, LIVER, ESOPHAGUS, STOMACH, AND SPLEEN.
5. NOTE. IN THE FOLLOWING TWELVE STANZAS, KNUT STENRING AGAIN DIFFERS, THIS TIME AS TO THE ARRANGEMENT OF PROPERTIES: 1ST. GOD CAUSED THE LETTER ה (H) TO PREDOMINATE IN SPEECH, CROWNED IT, COMBINED IT WITH THE OTHERS, AND FASHIONED BY THEM ARIES (THE RAM) IN THE UNIVERSE, THE MONTH NISAN IN THE YEAR, AND THE RIGHT FOOT OF THE HUMAN BODY (MALE AND FEMALE). 2ND. HE CAUSED THE LETTER ו (V) TO PREDOMINATE IN THOUGHT, CROWNED IT, COMBINED IT WITH THE OTHERS, AND FASHIONED BY THEM TAURUS (THE BULL) IN THE UNIVERSE, THE MONTH LIAR IN THE YEAR, AND THE RIGHT KIDNEY OF THE HUMAN BODY (MALE AND FEMALE). 3RD. HE CAUSED THE LETTER ז (Z) TO PREDOMINATE IN MOVEMENT, CROWNED IT, COMBINED IT WITH THE OTHERS, AND FASHIONED BY THEM GEMINI (THE TWINS) IN THE UNIVERSE, THE MONTH SIVAN IN THE YEAR, AND THE LEFT FOOT OF THE HUMAN BODY (MALE AND FEMALE). 4TH. HE CAUSED THE LETTER ח (CH) TO PREDOMINATE IN SIGHT, CROWNED IT, COMBINED IT WITH THE OTHERS, AND FASHIONED BY THEM CANCER (THE CRAB) IN THE UNIVERSE, THE MONTH TAMMUZ IN THE YEAR, AND THE RIGHT HAND OF THE HUMAN BODY (MALE AND FEMALE). 5TH. HE CAUSED THE LETTER ט (T) TO PREDOMINATE IN HEARING, CROWNED IT, COMBINED IT WITH THE OTHERS, AND FASHIONED BY THEM LEO (THE LION) IN THE UNIVERSE, THE MONTH AB IN THE YEAR, AND THE LEFT KIDNEY OF THE HUMAN BODY (MALE AND FEMALE). 6TH. HE CAUSED THE LETTER י (I) TO PREDOMINATE IN WORK, CROWNED IT, COMBINED IT WITH THE OTHERS, AND FASHIONED BY THEM VIRGO (THE VIRGIN) IN THE UNIVERSE, THE MONTH ELUL IN THE YEAR, AND THE LEFT HAND OF THE HUMAN BODY (MALE AND FEMALE). 7TH. HE CAUSED THE LETTER ל (L) TO PREDOMINATE IN COITION, CROWNED IT, COMBINED IT WITH THE OTHERS, AND FASHIONED BY THEM LIBRA (THE BALANCE) IN THE UNIVERSE, THE MONTH TISRI IN THE YEAR, AND THE GALL OF THE HUMAN BODY (MALE AND FEMALE). 8TH. HE CAUSED THE LETTER נ (N) TO PREDOMINATE IN SMELL, CROWNED IT, COMBINED IT WITH THE OTHERS, AND FASHIONED BY THEM SCORPIO (THE SCORPION) IN THE UNIVERSE, THE MONTH MARCHESHVAN IN THE YEAR, AND THE SMALL INTESTINE IN THE HUMAN BODY (MALE AND FEMALE). 9TH. HE CAUSED THE LETTER ס (S) TO PREDOMINATE IN SLEEP, CROWNED IT, COMBINED IT WITH THE OTHERS, AND FASHIONED BY THEM SAGITTARIUS (THE ARCHER) IN THE UNIVERSE, THE MONTH KISLEV IN THE YEAR, AND THE STOMACH IN THE HUMAN BODY (MALE AND FEMALE). 10TH. HE CAUSED THE LETTER ע (O) TO PREDOMINATE IN ANGER, CROWNED IT, COMBINED IT WITH THE OTHERS, AND FASHIONED BY THEM CAPRICORN (THE GOAT) IN THE UNIVERSE, THE MONTH TEBET IN THE YEAR, AND THE LIVER IN THE HUMAN BODY (MALE AND FEMALE). 11TH. HE CAUSED THE LETTER צ (TZ) TO PREDOMINATE IN TASTE (OR SWALLOWING), CROWNED IT, COMBINED IT WITH THE OTHERS, AND FASHIONED BY THEM AQUARIUS (THE WATER BEARER) IN THE UNIVERSE, THE MONTH SEBAT IN THE YEAR, AND THE ESOPHAGUS IN THE HUMAN BODY (MALE AND FEMALE). 12TH. HE CAUSED THE LETTER ק (Q) TO PREDOMINATE IN MIRTH, CROWNED IT, COMBINED IT WITH THE OTHERS, AND FASHIONED BY THEM PISCES (THE FISHES) IN THE UNIVERSE, THE MONTH ADAR IN THE YEAR, AND THE SPLEEN IN THE HUMAN BODY (MALE AND FEMALE).
6. HE MADE THEM AS A CONFLICT, HE ARRANGED THEM AS PROVINCES AND DREW THEM UP LIKE A WALL. HE ARMED THEM AND SET ONE AGAINST ANOTHER AS IN WARFARE. (THE ELOHIM DID LIKEWISE IN THE OTHER SPHERES.)
CHAPTER SIX
1. THERE ARE THREE MOTHERS OR FIRST ELEMENTS, א מ ש (A, M, SH), FROM WHICH EMANATED THREE FATHERS (PROGENITORS)--PRIMORDIAL (SPIRITUAL) AIR, WATER, AND FIRE--FROM WHICH ISSUED THE SEVEN PLANETS (HEAVENS) WITH THEIR ANGELS, AND THE TWELVE OBLIQUE POINTS (ZODIAC).
2. TO PROVE THIS THERE ARE THREE FAITHFUL WITNESSES: THE UNIVERSE, THE YEAR, AND MAN. THERE ARE THE TWELVE, THE BALANCE, AND THE SEVEN. ABOVE IS THE DRAGON, BELOW IS THE WORLD, AND LASTLY THE HEART OF MAN; AND IN THE MIDST IS GOD WHO REGULATES THEM ALL.
3. THE FIRST ELEMENTS ARE AIR, WATER, AND FIRE; THE FIRE IS ABOVE, THE WATER IS BELOW, AND A BREATH OF AIR ESTABLISHES BALANCE BETWEEN THEM. THE TOKEN IS: THE FIRE CARRIES THE WATER. THE LETTERמ (M) IS MUTE; ש (SH) IS HISSING LIKE FIRE; THERE IS א (A) AMONG THEM, A BREATH OF AIR WHICH RECONCILES THE TWO.
4. THE DRAGON (TALI) IS IN THE UNIVERSE LIKE A KING UPON HIS THRONE; THE CELESTIAL SPHERE IS IN THE YEAR LIKE A KING IN HIS EMPIRE; AND THE HEART IS IN THE BODY OF MEN LIKE A KING IN WARFARE.
5. GOD ALSO SET THE OPPOSITES AGAINST EACH OTHER: THE GOOD AGAINST THE EVIL, AND THE EVIL AGAINST THE GOOD. GOOD PROCEEDS FROM GOOD, EVIL FROM EVIL; THE GOOD PURIFIES THE BAD, THE BAD THE GOOD. THE GOOD IS RESERVED FOR THE GOOD, AND THE EVIL FOR THE WICKED [SEXUAL].
6. THERE ARE THREE OF WHICH EACH, STANDS BY ITSELF: ONE IS IN THE AFFIRMATIVE (FILLED WITH GOOD), ONE IS IN THE NEGATIVE (FILLED WITH EVIL), AND THE THIRD EQUILIBRATES THEM.
7. THERE ARE SEVEN DIVIDED THREE AGAINST THREE, AND ONE IN THE MIDST OF THEM (BALANCE). TWELVE, STAND IN WARFARE: THREE PRODUCE LOVE AND THREE HATRED; THREE ARE LIFE-GIVERS AND THREE ARE DESTROYERS.
8. THE THREE THAT CAUSE, [SEXLESS] LOVE ARE THE HEART AND THE TWO EARS; THE THREE THAT PRODUCE HATRED ARE THE LIVER, THE GALL, AND THE TONGUES; THE THREE LIFE-GIVERS ARE THE TWO NOSTRILS AND THE SPLEEN; AND THE THREE DESTROYERS ARE THE MOUTH AND THE TWO LOWER OPENINGS OF THE BODY. OVER ALL THESE RULES, GOD, THE FAITHFUL KING, FROM HIS HOLY HABITATION IN ALL ETERNITY. GOD IS ONE ABOVE THREE, THREE ARE ABOVE SEVEN, SEVEN ARE ABOVE TWELVE, YET ALL ARE LINKED TOGETHER.
9. THERE ARE TWENTY-TWO LETTERS BY WHICH THE I AM (YAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]), THE LORD OF HOSTS, ALMIGHTY AND ETERNAL, DESIGNED AND CREATED BY THREE SEPHARIM (NUMBERS, LETTERS, AND SOUNDS) HIS UNIVERSE, AND FORMED BY THEM ALL CREATURES AND ALL THOSE THINGS THAT ARE YET TO COME.
10. WHEN THE PATRIARCH ABRAHAM HAD COMPREHENDED THE GREAT TRUTHS, MEDITATED UPON THEM, AND UNDERSTOOD THEM PERFECTLY, THE LORD OF THE UNIVERSE (THE TETRAGRAMMATON [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]) APPEARED TO HIM, CALLED HIM HIS FRIEND, KISSED HIM UPON THE HEAD, AND MADE WITH HIM A COVENANT. FIRST, THE COVENANT WAS BETWEEN THE TEN FINGERS OF HIS HANDS, WHICH IS THE COVENANT OF THE TONGUE (SPIRITUAL); SECOND, THE COVENANT WAS BETWEEN THE TEN TOES OF HIS FEET, WHICH IS THE COVENANT OF CIRCUMCISION (MATERIAL); AND GOD SAID OF HIM, "BEFORE ABRAHAM BOUND THE SPIRIT OF THE TWENTY-TWO LETTERS (THE THORA) UPON HIS TONGUE AND GOD DISCLOSED TO HIM THEIR SECRETS. GOD PERMITTED THE LETTERS TO BE IMMERSED IN WATER, HE BURNED THEM IN THE FIRE AND IMPRINTED THEM UPON THE WINDS. HE DISTRIBUTED THEM AMONG THE SEVEN PLANETS AND GAVE THEM TO THE TWELVE ZODIACAL SIGNS.
FUNDAMENTALS OF QABBALISTIC COSMOGONY
THE QABBALISTS CONCEIVE OF THE SUPREME DEITY AS AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE PRINCIPLE TO BE DISCOVERED ONLY THROUGH THE PROCESS OF ELIMINATING, IN ORDER, ALL ITS COGNIZABLE ATTRIBUTES. THAT WHICH REMAINS--WHEN EVERY KNOWABLE THING HAS BEEN REMOVED--IS AIN SOPH, THE ETERNAL STATE OF BEING. ALTHOUGH INDEFINABLE, THE ABSOLUTE PERMEATES ALL SPACE. ABSTRACT TO THE DEGREE OF INCONCEIVABILITY, AIN SOPH IS THE UNCONDITIONED STATE OF ALL THINGS. SUBSTANCES, ESSENCES, AND INTELLIGENCES ARE MANIFESTED OUT OF THE INSCRUTABILITY OF AIN SOPH, BUT THE ABSOLUTE ITSELF IS WITHOUT SUBSTANCE, ESSENCE, OR INTELLIGENCE. AIN SOPH MAY BE LIKENED TO A GREAT FIELD OF RICH EARTH OUT OF WHICH RISES A MYRIAD OF PLANTS, EACH DIFFERENT IN COLOR, FORMATION, AND FRAGRANCE, YET EACH WITH ITS ROOTS IN THE SAME DARK LOAM--WHICH, HOWEVER, IS UNLIKE ANY OF THE FORMS NURTURED BY IT. THE "PLANTS" ARE UNIVERSES, GODS, AND MAN, ALL NOURISHED BY AIN SOPH AND ALL WITH THEIR SOURCE IN ONE DEFINITIONLESS ESSENCE; ALL WITH THEIR SPIRITS, SOULS, AND BODIES FASHIONED FROM THIS ESSENCE, AND DOOMED, LIKE THE PLANT, TO RETURN TO THE BLACK GROUND--AIN SOPH, THE ONLY IMMORTAL--WHENCE THEY CAME. AIN SOPH WAS REFERRED TO BY THE QABBALISTS AS THE MOST ANCIENT OF ALL THE ANCIENTS. IT WAS ALWAYS CONSIDERED AS SEXLESS. ITS SYMBOL WAS A CLOSED EYE. WHILE IT MAY BE TRULY SAID OF AIN SOPH THAT TO DEFINE IT IS TO DEFILE IT, THE RABBIS POSTULATED CERTAIN THEORIES REGARDING THE MANNER IN WHICH AIN SOPH PROJECTED CREATIONS OUT OF ITSELF, AND THEY ALSO ASSIGNED TO THIS ABSOLUTE NOT-BEING CERTAIN SYMBOLS AS BEING DESCRIPTIVE, IN PART AT LEAST, OF ITS POWERS. THE NATURE OF AIN SOPH THEY SYMBOLIZE BY A CIRCLE, ITSELF EMBLEMATIC OF ETERNITY. THIS HYPOTHETICAL CIRCLE ENCLOSES A DIMENSIONLESS AREA OF INCOMPREHENSIBLE LIFE, AND THE CIRCULAR BOUNDARY OF THIS LIFE IS ABSTRACT AND MEASURELESS INFINITY. ACCORDING TO THIS CONCEPT, GOD IS NOT ONLY A CENTER BUT ALSO AREA. CENTRALIZATION IS THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS LIMITATION. THEREFORE, CENTERS WHICH FORM IN THE SUBSTANCES OF AIN SOPH ARE FINITE BECAUSE THEY ARE PREDESTINED TO DISSOLUTION BACK INTO THE CAUSE OF THEMSELVES, WHILE AIN SOPH ITSELF IS INFINITE BECAUSE IT IS THE ULTIMATE CONDITION OF ALL THINGS. THE CIRCULAR SHAPE GIVEN TO AIN SOPH SIGNIFIES THAT SPACE IS HYPOTHETICALLY ENCLOSED WITHIN A GREAT CRYSTAL-LIKE GLOBE, OUTSIDE OF WHICH THERE IS NOTHING, NOT EVEN A VACUUM. WITHIN THIS GLOBE--SYMBOLIC OF AIN SOPH--CREATION AND DISSOLUTION TAKE PLACE. EVERY ELEMENT AND PRINCIPLE THAT WILL EVER BE USED IN THE ETERNITIES OF KOSMIC BIRTH, GROWTH, AND DECAY IS WITHIN THE TRANSPARENT SUBSTANCES OF THIS INTANGIBLE SPHERE. IT IS THE KOSMIC EGG WHICH IS NOT BROKEN TILL THE GREAT DAY "BE WITH US," WHICH IS THE END OF THE CYCLE OF NECESSITY, WHEN ALL THINGS RETURN TO THEIR ULTIMATE CAUSE. IN THE PROCESS OF CREATION, THE DIFFUSED LIFE OF AIN SOPH RETIRES FROM THE CIRCUMFERENCE TO THE CENTER OF THE CIRCLE AND ESTABLISHES A POINT, WHICH IS THE FIRST MANIFESTING ONE--THE PRIMITIVE LIMITATION OF THE ALL-PERVADING O. WHEN THE DIVINE ESSENCE THUS RETIRES FROM THE CIRCULAR BOUNDARY TO THE CENTER, IT LEAVES BEHIND THE ABYSS, OR, AS THE QABBALISTS TERM IT, THE GREAT PRIVATION. THUS, IN AIN SOPH IS ESTABLISHED A TWOFOLD CONDITION WHERE PREVIOUSLY HAD EXISTED BUT ONE. THE FIRST CONDITION IS THE CENTRAL POINT--THE PRIMITIVE OBJECTIFIED RADIANCE OF THE ETERNAL, SUBJECTIFIED LIFE. ABOUT THIS RADIANCE IS DARKNESS CAUSED BY THE DEPRIVATION OF THE LIFE WHICH IS DRAWN TO THE CENTER TO CREATE THE FIRST POINT, OR UNIVERSAL GERM. THE UNIVERSAL AIN SOPH, THEREFORE, NO LONGER SHINES THROUGH SPACE, BUT RATHER UPON SPACE FROM AN ESTABLISHED FIRST POINT. ISAAC MYER DESCRIBES THIS PROCESS AS FOLLOWS: "THE AIN SOPH AT FIRST WAS FILLING ALL AND THEN MADE AN ABSOLUTE CONCENTRATION INTO ITSELF WHICH PRODUCED THE ABYSS, DEEP, OR SPACE, THE AVEER QADMON OR PRIMITIVE AIR, THE AZOTH; BUT THIS IS NOT CONSIDERED IN THE QABBALAH AS A PERFECT VOID OR VACUUM, A PERFECTLY EMPTY SPACE, BUT IS THOUGHT OF AS THE WATERS OR CRYSTALLINE CHAOTIC SEA, IN WHICH WAS A CERTAIN DEGREE OF LIGHT INFERIOR TO THAT BY WHICH ALL THE CREATED [WORLDS AND HIERARCHIES] WERE MADE." (THE QABBALAH.) IN THE SECRET TEACHINGS OF THE QABBALAH IT IS TAUGHT THAT MAN'S BODY IS ENVELOPED IN AN OVOID OF BUBBLE-LIKE IRIDESCENCE, WHICH IS CALLED THE AURIC EGG. THIS IS THE CAUSAL SPHERE OF MAN. IT BEARS THE SAME RELATIONSHIP TO MAN'S PHYSICAL BODY THAT THE GLOBE OF AIN SOPH BEARS TO ITS CREATED UNIVERSES. IN FACT, THIS AURIC EGG IS THE AIN SOPH SPHERE OF THE ENTITY CALLED MAN. IN REALITY, THEREFORE, THE SUPREME CONSCIOUSNESS OF MAN IS IN THIS AURA, WHICH EXTENDS IN ALL DIRECTIONS AND COMPLETELY ENCIRCLES HIS LOWER BODIES. AS THE CONSCIOUSNESS IN THE KOSMIC EGG IS WITHDRAWN INTO A CENTRAL POINT, WHICH IS THEN CALLED GOD--THE SUPREME ONE--SO THE CONSCIOUSNESS IN THE AURIC EGG OF MAN IS CONCENTRATED, THEREBY CAUSING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A POINT OF CONSCIOUSNESS CALLED THE EGO. AS THE UNIVERSES IN NATURE ARE FORMED FROM POWERS LATENT IN THE KOSMIC EGG, SO EVERYTHING USED BY MAN IN ALL HIS INCARNATIONS THROUGHOUT THE KINGDOMS OF NATURE IS DRAWN FROM THE LATENT POWERS WITHIN HIS AURIC EGG. MAN, NEVER PASSES FROM THIS EGG; IT REMAINS EVEN AFTER DEATH. HIS BIRTHS, DEATHS, AND REBIRTHS ALL TAKE PLACE WITHIN IT, AND IT CANNOT BE BROKEN UNTIL THE LESSER DAY "BE WITH US," WHEN MANKIND--LIKE THE UNIVERSE--IS LIBERATED FROM THE WHEEL OF NECESSITY.
THE QABBALISTIC SYSTEM OF WORLDS
ON THE ACCOMPANYING CIRCULAR CHART, THE CONCENTRIC RINGS REPRESENT DIAGRAMMATICALLY THE FORTY RATES OF VIBRATION (CALLED BY THE QABBALISTS SPHERES) WHICH EMANATE FROM AIN SOPH. THE CIRCLE X 1 IS THE OUTER BOUNDARY OF SPACE. IT CIRCUMSCRIBES THE AREA OF AIN SOPH. THE NATURE OF AIN SOPH ITSELF IS DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS, REPRESENTED BY THE SPACES RESPECTIVELY BETWEEN X 1 AND X 2, X 2 AND X 3, X 3 AND A 1; THUS:
	X 1 TO X 2,
	אין,
	AIN, THE VACUUM OF PURE SPIRIT.

	X 2 TO X 3,
	אין סוף,
	AIN SOPH, THE LIMITLESS AND BOUNDLESS.

	X 3 TO A 1,
	אין סוף אור,
	AIN SOPH AUR, THE LIMITLESS LIGHT.


[bookmark: img_11700]IT SHOULD BE BORNE IN MIND THAT IN THE BEGINNING THE SUPREME SUBSTANCE, AIN, ALONE PERMEATED THE AREA OF THE CIRCLE; THE INNER RINGS HAD NOT YET COME INTO MANIFESTATION. AS THE DIVINE ESSENCE CONCENTRATED ITSELF, THE RINGS X 2 AND X 3 BECAME APPREHENSIBLE, FOR AIN SOPH IS A LIMITATION OF AIN, AND AIN SOPH AUR, OR LIGHT, IS A STILL GREATER LIMITATION. THUS, THE NATURE OF THE SUPREME ONE IS CONSIDERED TO BE THREEFOLD, AND FROM THIS THREEFOLD NATURE THE POWERS AND ELEMENTS OF CREATION WERE REFLECTED INTO THE ABYSS LEFT BY THE MOTION OF AIN SOPH TOWARDS THE CENTER OF ITSELF. THE CONTINUAL MOTION OF AIN SOPH TOWARDS THE CENTER OF ITSELF RESULTED IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DOT IN THE CIRCLE. THE DOT WAS CALLED GOD, AS BEING THE SUPREME INDIVIDUALIZATION OF THE UNIVERSAL ESSENCE. CONCERNING THIS THE ZOHAR SAYS: "WHEN THE CONCEALED OF THE CONCEALED WISHED TO REVEAL HIMSELF HE FIRST MADE A SINGLE POINT: THE INFINITE WAS ENTIRELY UNKNOWN, AND DIFFUSED NO LIGHT BEFORE THIS LUMINOUS POINT VIOLENTLY BROKE THROUGH INTO VISION." THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THIS POINT IS I AM, CALLED BY THE HEBREWS EHEIEH. THE QABBALISTS GAVE MANY NAMES TO THIS DOT. ON THIS SUBJECT CHRISTIAN D. GINSBERG WRITES, IN SUBSTANCE: THE DOT IS CALLED THE FIRST CROWN, BECAUSE IT OCCUPIES THE HIGHEST POSITION. IT IS CALLED THE AGED, BECAUSE IT IS THE FIRST EMANATION. IT IS CALLED THE PRIMORDIAL OR SMOOTH POINT. IT IS CALLED THE WHITE HEAD, THE LONG FACE--MACROPROSOPHUS--AND THE INSCRUTABLE HEIGHT, BECAUSE IT CONTROLS AND GOVERNS ALL THE OTHER EMANATIONS. WHEN THE WHITE SHINING POINT HAD APPEARED, IT WAS CALLED KETHER, WHICH MEANS THE CROWN [TOP LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND OUT OF IT RADIATED NINE GREAT GLOBES, WHICH ARRANGED THEMSELVES IN THE FORM OF A TREE. THESE 9 TOGETHER WITH THE FIRST CROWN CONSTITUTED THE FIRST SYSTEM OF SEPHIROTH. THESE TEN WERE THE 1ST LIMITATION OF TEN ABSTRACT POINTS WITHIN THE NATURE OF AIN SOPH ITSELF. THE POWER OF AIN SOPH DID NOT DESCEND INTO THESE GLOBES BUT RATHER WAS REFLECTED UPON THEM AS THE LIGHT OF THE SUN IS REFLECTED UPON THE EARTH & PLANETS. THESE TEN GLOBES WERE CALLED THE SHINING SAPPHIRES, AND IT IS BELIEVED BY MANY RABBINS THAT THE WORD SAPPHIRE IS THE BASIS OF THE WORD SEPHIRA (THE SINGULAR OF SEPHIROTH). THE GREAT AREA WHICH HAD BEEN PRIVATED BY THE WITHDRAWAL OF AIN SOPH INTO THE CENTRAL POINT, KETHER, WAS NOW FILLED BY 4 CONCENTRIC GLOBES CALLED WORLDS, OR SPHERES, AND THE LIGHT OF THE TEN SEPHIROTH WAS REFLECTED DOWN THROUGH EACH OF THESE IN TURN. THIS RESULTED IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FOUR SYMBOLICAL: 
[image: THE HEBREW TRIAD.]
THE HEBREW TRIAD.
THE QABBALISTS USED THE LETTER ש, SHIN, TO SIGNIFY THE TRINITY OF THE FIRST THREE SEPHIROTH. THE CENTRAL CIRCLE SLIGHTLY ABOVE THE OTHER TWO IS THE FIRST SEPHIRA--KETHER, THE WHITE HEAD, THE CROWN. THE OTHER TWO CIRCLES REPRESENT CHOCHMAH, THE FATHER [STEPHEN], AND BINAH, THE MOTHER [VICTORIA]. FROM THE UNION OF THE DIVINE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE DIVINE MOTHER [VICTORIA] ARE PRODUCED THE WORLDS AND THE GENERATIONS OF LIVING THINGS. THE THREE FLAME-LIKE POINTS OF THE LETTER ש HAVE LONG BEEN USED TO CONCEAL THIS CREATIVE TRIAD OF THE QABBALISTS. TREES, EACH HEARING THE REFLECTIONS OF THE TEN SEPHIROTHIC GLOBES. THE 40 SPHERES OF CREATION OUT OF AIN SOPH ARE DIVIDED INTO FOUR GREAT WORLD CHAINS, AS FOLLOWS: A 1 TO A 10, ATZILUTH, THE BOUNDLESS WORLD OF DIVINE NAMES. B 1 TO B 10, BRIAH, THE ARCHANGELIC WORLD OF CREATIONS. C 1 TO C 10, YETZIRAH, THE HIERARCHAL WORLD OF FORMATIONS. D 1 TO D 10, ASSIAH, THE ELEMENTAL WORLD OF SUBSTANCES. EACH OF THESE WORLDS HAS TEN POWERS, OR SPHERES--A PARENT GLOBE AND NINE OTHERS WHICH CONIC OUT OF IT AS EMANATIONS, EACH GLOBE BORN OUT OF THE ONE PRECEDING. ON THE PLANE OF ATZILUTH (A 1 TO A 10), THE HIGHEST AND MOST DIVINE OF ALL THE CREATED WORLDS, THE UNMANIFESTED AIN SOPH ESTABLISHED HIS FIRST POINT OR DOT IN THE DIVINE SEA--THE THREE SPHERES OF X. THIS DOT--A 1--CONTAINS ALL CREATION WITHIN IT, BUT IN THIS FIRST DIVINE AND UNCONTAMINATED STATE THE DOT, OR FIRST MANIFESTED. GOD, WAS NOT CONSIDERED AS A PERSONALITY BY THE QABBALISTS BUT RATHER AS A DIVINE ESTABLISHMENT OR FOUNDATION. IT WAS CALLED THE FIRST CROWN AND FROM IT ISSUED THE OTHER CIRCLES OF THE ATZILUTHIC WORLD: A 2, A 3, A 4, A 5, A 6, A 7, A 8, A 9, AND A 10. IN THE THREE LOWER WORLDS THESE CIRCLES ARE INTELLIGENCES, PLANERS, AND ELEMENTS, BUT IN THIS FIRST DIVINE WORLD THEY ARE CALLED THE RINGS OF THE SACRED NAMES. THE FIRST TEN GREAT CIRCLES (OR GLOBES) OF LIGHT WHICH WERE MANIFESTED OUT OF AIN SOPH AND THE TEN NAMES OF GOD ASSIGNED TO THEM BY THE QABBALISTS ARE AS FOLLOWS: FROM AIN SOPH CAME A 1, THE FIRST CROWN [ACTS 7:1-60], AND THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE 1ST  POWER OF GOD WAS EHEIEH, WHICH MEANS I AM [THAT I AM]. FROM A 1 CAME A 2, THE FIRST WISDOM [PROVERBS 8:22-29], AND THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE 2ND POWER OF GOD WAS JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHICH MEANS ESSENCE OF BEING. FROM A 2 CAME A 3, THE FIRST UNDERSTANDING, AND THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE 3RD POWER OF GOD WAS JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ELOHIM, WHICH MEANS GOG OF GODS. FROM A 3 CAME A 4, THE FIRST MERCY, AND THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE 4TH POWER OF GOD WAS EL, WHICH MEANS GOD THE CREATOR. FROM A 4 CAME A 5, THE FIRST SEVERITY, AND THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE 5TH POWER OF GOD WAS ELOHIM GIBOR, WHICH MEANS GOD THE POTENT. FROM A 5 CAME A 6, THE FIRST BEAUTY, AND THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE 6TH POWER OF GOD WAS ELOAH VADAATH, WHICH MEANS GOD THE STRONG. FROM A 6 CAME A 7, THE FIRST VICTORY, AND THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE 7TH POWER OF GOD WAS JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] TZABOATH, WHICH MEANS GOD OF HOSTS. FROM A 7 CAME A 8, THE FIRST GLORY, AND THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE 8TH POWER OF GOD WAS ELOHIM TZABOATH, WHICH MEANS LORD GOD OF HOSTS. FROM A 8 CAME A 9, THE FIRST FOUNDATION, AND THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE 9TH POWER OF GOD WAS SHADDAI, EL CHAI, WHICH MEANS OMNIPOTENT. FROM A 9 CAME A 10, THE FIRST KINGDOM, AND THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE 10TH POWER OF GOD WAS ADONAI MELEKH, WHICH MEANS GOD. FROM A 10 CAME B 1, THE SECOND CROWN, AND THE WORLD OF BRIAH WAS ESTABLISHED. THE TEN EMANATIONS FROM A 1 TO A 10 INCLUSIVE ARE CALLED THE FOUNDATIONS OF ALL CREATIONS. THE QABBALISTS DESIGNATE THEM THE TEN ROOTS OF THE TREE OF LIFE. THEY ARE ARRANGED IN THE FORM OF A GREAT HUMAN FIGURE CALLED ADAM QADMON--THE MAN MADE FROM THE FIRE MIST (RED DIRT), THE PROTOTYPIC UNIVERSAL MAN. IN THE ATZILUTHIC WORLD, THE POWERS OF GOD ARE MOST PURELY MANIFESTED. THESE TEN PURE AND PERFECT RADIATIONS DO NOT DESCEND INTO THE LOWER WORLDS AND TAKE UPON THEMSELVES FORMS, BUT ARE REFLECTED UPON THE SUBSTANCES OF THE INFERIOR SPHERES. FROM THE FIRST, OR ATZILUTHIC, WORLD THEY ARE REFLECTED INTO THE SECOND, OR BRIATIC, WORLD. AS THE REFLECTION ALWAYS LACKS SOME OF THE BRILLIANCY OF THE ORIGINAL IMAGE, SO IN THE BRIATIC WORLD THE TEN RADIATIONS LOSE PART OF THEIR INFINITE POWER. A REFLECTION IS ALWAYS LIKE THE THING REFLECTED, BUT SMALLER AND FAINTER. IN THE SECOND WORLD, B 1 TO B 10, THE ORDER OF THE SPHERES IS THE NAME AS IN THE ATZILUTHIC WORLD, BUT THE TEN CIRCLES OF LIGHT ARE LESS BRILLIANT AND MORE TANGIBLE, AND ARE HERE REFERRED TO AS TEN GREAT SPIRITS--DIVINE CREATURES WHO ASSIST IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ORDER AND INTELLIGENCE IN THE UNIVERSE. AS ALREADY NOTED, B 1 IS BORN OUT OF A 10 AND IS INCLUDED WITHIN ALL THE SPHERES SUPERIOR TO ITSELF. OUT OF B 1 ARE TAKEN NINE GLOBES--B 2, B 3, B 4, B 5, B 6, B 7, B 8, B 9, AND B 10--WHICH CONSTITUTE THE WORLD OF BRIAH. THESE TEN SUBDIVISIONS, HOWEVER, ARE REALLY THE TEN ATZILUTHIC POWERS REFLECTED INTO THE SUBSTANCE OF THE BRIATIC WORLD. B 1 IS THE RULER OF THIS WORLD, FOR IT CONTAINS ALL THE OTHER RINGS OF ITS OWN WORLD AND ALSO THE RINGS OF THE THIRD AND FOURTH WORLDS, C AND D. IN THE WORLD OF BRIAH THE TEN SPHERES OF LIGHT ARE CALLED THE ARCHANGELS OF BRIAH. THEIR ORDER AND POWERS ARE AS FOLLOWS: FROM A 10 CAME B 1, THE SECOND CROWN; IT IS CALLED METATRON, THE ANGEL OF THE PRESENCE. FROM B 1 CAME B 2, THE SECOND WISDOM; IT IS CALLED RAZIEL, THE HERALD OF DEITY WHO REVEALED THE MYSTERIES OF QABBALAH TO ADAM. FROM B 2 CARNE B 3, THE SECOND UNDERSTANDING; IT IS CALLED TSAPHKIEL, THE CONTEMPLATION OF GOD. FROM B 3 CAME B 4 ' THE SECOND MERCY; IT IS CALLED TSADKIEL, THE JUSTICE OF GOD. FROM B 4 CAME B 5, THE SECOND SEVERITY; IT IS CALLED SAMAEL, THE SEVERITY OF GOD. FROM B 5 CAME B 6, THE SECOND BEAUTY; IT IS CALLED MICHAEL, LIKE UNTO GOD. FROM B 6 CAME B 7, THE SECOND VICTORY; IT IS CALLED HANIEL, THE GRACE OF GOD. FROM B 7 CAME B 8, THE SECOND GLORY; IT IS CALLED RAPHAEL, THE DIVINE PHYSICIAN. FROM B 8 CAME B 9, THE SECOND FOUNDATION; IT IS CALLED GABRIEL, THE MAN-GOD. FROM B 9 CAME B 10, THE SECOND KINGDOM; IT IS CALLED SANDALPHON, THE MESSIAS. FROM B 10 CAME C 1, THE THIRD CROWN, AND THE WORLD OF YETZIRAH WAS ESTABLISHED. THE TEN ARCHANGELS OF BRIAH ARE CONCEIVED TO BE TEN GREAT SPIRITUAL BEINGS, WHOSE DUTY IS TO MANIFEST THE TEN POWERS OF THE GREAT NAME OF GOD EXISTENT IN THE ATZILUTHIC WORLD, WHICH SURROUNDS AND INTERPENETRATES THE ENTIRE WORLD OF CREATION. ALL THINGS MANIFESTING IN THE LOWER WORLDS EXIST FIRST IN THE INTANGIBLE RINGS OF THE UPPER SPHERES, SO THAT CREATION IS, IN TRUTH, THE PROCESS OF MAKING TANGIBLE THE INTANGIBLE BY EXTENDING THE INTANGIBLE INTO VARIOUS VIBRATORY RATES. THE TEN GLOBES OF BRIATIC POWER, WHILE THEMSELVES REFLECTIONS, ARE MIRRORED DOWNWARD INTO THE THIRD OR YETZIRATIC WORLD, WHERE STILL MORE LIMITED IN THEIR EXPRESSION THEY BECOME THE SPIRITUAL AND INVISIBLE ZODIAC WHICH IS BEHIND THE VISIBLE BAND OF CONSTELLATIONS. IN THIS THIRD WORLD THE TEN GLOBES OF THE ORIGINAL ATZILUTHIC WORLD ARE GREATLY LIMITED AND DIMMED, BUT THEY ARE STILL INFINITELY POWERFUL IN COMPARISON WITH THE STATE OF SUBSTANCE IN WHICH MAN DWELLS. IN THE THIRD WORLD, C 1 TO C 10, THE GLOBES BECOME HIERARCHIES OF CELESTIAL CREATURES, CALLED THE CHOIRS OF YETZIRAH. HERE AGAIN, ALL ARE INCLUDED WITHIN THE RING C 1, THE POWER WHICH CONTROLS THE YETZIRATIC WORLD AND WHICH INCLUDES WITHIN ITSELF AND CONTROLS THE ENTIRE WORLD D. THE ORDER OF THE GLOBES AND THE NAMES OF THE HIERARCHIES COMPOSING THEM ARE AS FOLLOWS: FROM B 10 CAME C 1, THE THIRD CROWN; THE HIERARCHY IS THE CHERUBIM, CHAIOTH HA KADOSH, THE HOLY ANIMALS. FROM C 1 CAME C 2, THE THIRD WISDOM; THE HIERARCHY IS THE CHERUBIM, ORPHANIM, THE WHEELS. FROM C 2 CAME C 3, THE THIRD UNDERSTANDING; THE HIERARCHY IS THE THRONES, ARALIM, THE MIGHTY ONES. FROM C 3 CAME C 4, THE THIRD MERCY; THE HIERARCHY IS THE DOMINATIONS, CHASHMALIM, THE BRILLIANT ONES. FROM C 4 CAME C 5, THE THIRD SEVERITY; THE HIERARCHY IS THE POWERS, SERAPHIM, THE FLAMING SERPENTS. FROM C 5 CAME C 6, THE THIRD BEAUTY; THE HIERARCHY IS THE VIRTUES, MELACHIM, THE KINGS. FROM C 6 CAME C 7, THE THIRD VICTORY; THE HIERARCHY IS THE PRINCIPALITIES, ELOHIM, THE GODS. FROM C 7 CAME C 8, THE THIRD GLORY; THE HIERARCHY IS THE ARCHANGELS, BEN ELOHIM, THE SONS OF GOD. FROM C 8 CAME C 9, THE THIRD FOUNDATION; THE HIERARCHY IS THE ANGELS, CHERUBIM, THE SCAT OF THE SONS. FROM C 9 CAME C 10, THE THIRD KINGDOM; THE HIERARCHY IS HUMANITY, THE ISHIM, THE SOULS OF JUST MEN. FROM C 10 CAME D 1, THE FOURTH CROWN, AND THE WORLD OF ASSIAH WAS ESTABLISHED. FROM THE YETZIRATIC WORLD THE LIGHT OF THE TEN SPHERES IS REFLECTED INTO THE WORLD OF ASSIAH, THE LOWEST OF THE FOUR. THE TEN GLOBES OF THE ORIGINAL ATZILUTHIC WORLD HERE TAKE UPON THEMSELVES FORMS OF PHYSICAL MATTER AND THE SIDEREAL SYSTEM IS THE RESULT. THE WORLD OF ASSIAH, OR THE ELEMENTAL WORLD OF SUBSTANCE, IS THE ONE INTO WHICH HUMANITY DESCENDED AT THE TIME OF ADAM'S FALL. THE GARDEN OF EDEN IS THE THREE UPPER WORLDS, AND FOR HIS SINS MAN WAS FORCED INTO THE SPHERE OF SUBSTANCE AND ASSUMED COATS OF SKIN (BODIES). ALL OF THE SPIRITUAL FORCES OF THE UPPER WORLDS, A, B, C, WHEN THEY STRIKE AGAINST THE ELEMENTS OF THE LOWER WORLD, D, ARE DISTORTED AND PERVERTED, RESULTING IN THE CREATION OF HIERARCHIES OF DEMONS TO CORRESPOND WITH THE GOOD SPIRITS IN EACH OF THE HIGHER WORLDS. IN ALL THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES, MATTER WAS REGARDED AS THE SOURCE OF ALL EVIL AND SPIRIT THE SOURCE OF ALL GOOD, FOR MATTER INHIBITS AND LIMITS, OFTEN SO CLOGGING THE INNER PERCEPTIONS THAT MAN IS UNABLE TO RECOGNIZE HIS OWN DIVINE POTENTIALITIES. SINCE MATTER THUS PREVENTS HUMANITY FROM CLAIMING ITS BIRTHRIGHT, IT IS CALLED THE ADVERSARY, THE POWER OF EVIL. THE FOURTH WORLD, D, IS THE WORLD OF SOLAR SYSTEMS,
[image: THE PLAN OF DIVINE ACTIVITY.]
THE PLAN OF DIVINE ACTIVITY.
[bookmark: img_11900]ACCORDING TO THE QABBALISTS, THE LIFE OF THE SUPREME CREATOR PERMEATES ALL SUBSTANCE, ALL SPACE, AND ALL TIME, BUT FOR DIAGRAMMATIC PURPOSES THE SUPREME, ALL-INCLUSIVE LIFE IS LIMITED BY CIRCLE 3, WHICH MAY BE CALLED "THE BOUNDARY LINE OF DIVINE EXISTENCE." THE DIVINE LIFE PERMEATING THE AREA BOUNDED BY CIRCLE 3 IS FOCUSED AT POINT 1, WHICH THUS BECOMES THE PERSONIFICATION OF THE IMPERSONAL LIFE AND IS TERMED "THE FIRST CROWN." THE CREATIVE FORCES POURING THROUGH POINT 1 COME INTO MANIFESTATION AS THE OBJECTIVE UNIVERSE IN THE INTERMEDIATE SPACE, CIRCLE 2, COMPRISING NOT ONLY THE ONE OF WHICH THE EARTH IS A PART BUT ALL THE SOLAR SYSTEMS IN THE UNIVERSE. OPINIONS DIFFER AS TO THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE GLOBES OF THIS LAST WORLD, D 1 TO D 10 INCLUSIVE. THE RULER OF THE FOURTH WORLD IS D 1, CALLED BY SOME THE FIERY HEAVEN; BY OTHERS THE PRIMUM MOBILE, OR THE FIRST MOTION. FROM THIS WHIRLING FIRE EMANATES THE MATERIAL STARRY ZODIAC, D 2, IN CONTRADISTINCTION TO THE INVISIBLE SPIRITUAL ZODIAC OF THE YETZIRATIC WORLD. FROM THE ZODIAC, D 2, ARE DIFFERENTIATED THE SPHERES OF THE PLANETS IN CONCATENATE ORDER. THE TEN SPHERES OF THE WORLD OF ASSIAH ARE AS FOLLOWS: FROM C 10 CAME D 1, THE FOURTH CROWN; RASHITH HA-GALAGALUM, THE PRIMUM MOBILE, THE FIERY MIST WHICH IS THE BEGINNING OF THE MATERIAL UNIVERSE. FROM D 1 CAME D 2, THE FOURTH WISDOM; MASLOTH, THE ZODIAC, THE FIRMAMENT OF THE FIXED STARS. FROM D 2 CAME D 3, THE FOURTH UNDERSTANDING; SHABBATHAI, THE SPHERE OF SATURN. FROM D 3 CAME D 4, THE FOURTH MERCY; TZEDEG, THE SPHERE OF JUPITER. FROM D 4 CAME D 5, THE FOURTH SEVERITY; MADIM, THE SPHERE OF MARS. FROM D 5 CAME D 6, THE FOURTH BEAUTY; SHEMESH, THE SPHERE OF THE SUN. FROM D 6 CAME D 7, THE FOURTH VICTORY; NOGAH, THE SPHERE OF VENUS. FROM D 7 CAME D 8, THE FOURTH GLORY; KOKAB, THE SPHERE OF MERCURY. FROM D 8 CAME D 9, THE FOURTH FOUNDATION; LEVANAH, THE SPHERE OF THE MOON. FROM D 9 CAME D 10, THE FOURTH KINGDOM; CHOLOM YOSODOTH, THE SPHERE OF THE 4 ELEMENTS. BY INSERTING A SPHERE (HE CALLS THE EMPYREAN) BEFORE THE PRIMUM MOBILE, KIRCHER MOVES EACH OF THE OTHER SPHERES DOWN ONE, RESULTING IN THE ELIMINATION OF THE SPHERE OF THE ELEMENTS AND MAKING D 10 THE SPHERE OF THE MOON. IN THE WORLD OF ASSIAH ARE TO BE FOUND THE DEMONS AND TEMPTERS. THESE ARE LIKEWISE REFLECTIONS OF THE 10 GREAT GLOBES OF ATZILUTH, BUT BECAUSE OF THE DISTORTION OF THE IMAGES RESULTING FROM THE BASE SUBSTANCES OF THE WORLD OF ASSIAH UPON WHICH THEY ARE REFLECTED, THEY BECOME EVIL CREATURES, CALLED SHELLS BY THE QABBALISTS. THERE ARE 10 HIERARCHIES OF THESE DEMONS TO CORRELATE WITH THE 10 HIERARCHIES OF GOOD SPIRITS COMPOSING THE YETZIRATIC WORLD. 
[image: THE QABBALISTIC SCHEME OF THE FOUR WORLDS.]

THE QABBALISTIC SCHEME OF THE FOUR WORLDS.
ŒDIPUS ÆGYPTIACUS. THE GATES ARE DIVIDED INTO SIX ORDERS, OF WHICH THE FIRST FOUR HAVE EACH TEN SUBDIVISIONS, THE FIFTH NINE, AND THE SIXTH ONLY ONE. THE FIRST ORDER OF GATES IS TERMED ELEMENTARY AND ITS DIVISIONS AREAS FOLLOWS: (1) CHAOS, HYLE, THE FIRST MATTER; (2) FORMLESS, VOID, LIFELESS; (3) THE ABYSS; (4) ORIGIN OF THE ELEMENTS; (5) EARTH (NO SEED GERMS); (6) WATER;(7) AIR;(8) FIRE;(9) DIFFERENTIATION OF QUALITIES; (10) MIXTURE AND COMBINATION. THE SECOND ORDER OF GATES IS TERMED DECAD OF EVOLUTION AND ITS DIVISIONS AREAS FOLLOWS: (11) MINERALS DIFFERENTIATE; (12) VEGETABLE PRINCIPLES APPEAR; (13) SEEDS GERMINATE IN MOISTURE; (14) HERBS AND TREES; (15) FRUCTIFICATION IN VEGETABLE LIFE; (16) ORIGIN OF LOW FORMS OF ANIMAL LIFE; (17) INSECTS AND REPTILES APPEAR; (18) FISHES, VERTEBRATE LIFE IN THE WATERS; (19) BIRDS, VERTEBRATE LIFE IN THE AIR; (20) QUADRUPEDS, VERTEBRATE EARTH ANIMALS. THE THIRD ORDER OF GATES IS TERMED DECAD OF HUMANITY AND ITS DIVISIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS: (21) APPEARANCE OF MAN; (22) MATERIAL HUMAN BODY; (23) HUMAN SOUL CONFERRED; (24) MYSTERY OF ADAM AND EVE; (25) COMPLETE MAN AS THE MICROCOSM; (26) GIFT OF FIVE HUMAN FACES ACTING EXTERIORLY; (27) GIFT OF FIVE POWERS TO THE SOUL; (28) ADAM KADMON, THE HEAVENLY MAN; (29) ANGELIC BEINGS, (30) MAN IN THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD. THE FOURTH ORDER OF GATES IS TERMED WORLD OF SPHERES AND ITS DIVISIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS: (31) THE HEAVEN OF THE MOON; (32) THE HEAVEN OF MERCURY, (33) THE HEAVEN OF VENUS; (34) THE HEAVEN OF THE SUN; (35) THE HEAVEN OF MARS; (36) THE HEAVEN OF JUPITER; (37) THE HEAVEN OF SATURN; (38) THE FIRMAMENT; (39) THE PRIMUM MOBILE; (40) THE EMPYREAN HEAVEN. THE FIFTH ORDER OF GATES IS TERMED THE ANGELIC WORLD AND ITS DIVISIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS: (41) ISHIM--SONS OF FIRE; (42) ORPHANIM--CHERUBIM; (43) ARALIM--THRONES; (44) CHASHMALIM--DOMINIONS; (45) SERAPHIM--VIRTUES; (46) MELACHIM--POWERS; (47) ELOHIM--PRINCIPALITIES; (48) BEN ELOHIM--ANGELS; (49) CHERUBIM--ARCHANGELS. [THE ORDER OF THE ANGELS IS A MATTER OF CONTROVERSY, THE ARRANGEMENT ABOVE DIFFERING FROM THAT ACCEPTED IN OTHER SECTIONS OF THIS VOLUME. THE RABBINS DISAGREE FUNDAMENTALLY AS TO THE PROPER SEQUENCE OF THE ANGELIC NAMES.] THE SIXTH ORDER IS TERMED THE ARCHETYPE AND CONSISTS OF BUT ONE GATE: (50) GOD, AIN SOPH, HE WHOM NO MORTAL EYE HATH SEEN. THE FIFTIETH GATE LEADS FROM CREATION INTO THE CREATIVE PRINCIPLE AND HE WHO PASSES THROUGH IT RETURNS INTO THE UNLIMITED AND UNDIFFERENTIATED CONDITION OF ALL. THE FIFTY GATES REVEAL A CERTAIN EVOLUTIONARY PROCESS AND IT WAS DECLARED BY THE RABBINS THAT HE WHO WOULD ATTAIN TO THE HIGHEST DEGREE OF UNDERSTANDING MUST PASS SEQUENTIALLY THROUGH ALL OF THESE ORDERS OF LIFE, EACH OF WHICH CONSTITUTED A GATE IN THAT THE SPIRIT, PASSING FROM THE LOWER TO THE HIGHER, FOUND IN EACH MORE RESPONSIVE ORGANISM NEW AVENUES OF SELF-EXPRESSION.
THE TREE OF THE SEPHIROTH
THE TREE OF THE SEPHIROTH MAY BE CONSIDERED AN INVALUABLE COMPENDIUM OF THE SECRET PHILOSOPHY WHICH ORIGINALLY WAS THE SPIRIT AND SOUL OF CHASIDISM. THE QABBALAH IS THE PRICELESS HERITAGE OF ISRAEL, BUT EACH YEAR THOSE WHO COMPREHEND ITS TRUE PRINCIPLES BECOME FEWER IN NUMBER. THE JEW OF TODAY, IF HE LACKS A REALIZATION OF THE PROFUNDITY OF HIS PEOPLE'S DOCTRINES, IS USUALLY PERMEATED WITH THAT MOST DANGEROUS FORM OF IGNORANCE, MODERNISM, AND IS PRONE TO REGARD THE QABBALAH EITHER AS AN EVIL TO BE SHUNNED LIKE THE PLAGUE OR AS A RIDICULOUS SUPERSTITION WHICH HAS SURVIVED THE BLACK MAGIC OF THE DARK AGES. YET WITHOUT THE KEY WHICH THE QABBALAH SUPPLIES, THE SPIRITUAL MYSTERIES OF BOTH THE OLD AND THE NEW TESTAMENT MUST REMAIN UNSOLVED BY JEW AND GENTILE ALIKE. THE SEPHIROTHIC TREE CONSISTS OF TEN GLOBES OF LUMINOUS SPLENDOR ARRANGED IN THREE VERTICAL COLUMNS AND CONNECTED BY 22 CHANNELS OR PATHS. THE TEN GLOBES ARE CALLED THE SEPHIROTH AND TO THEM ARE ASSIGNED THE NUMBERS I TO 10. THE THREE COLUMNS ARE CALLED MERCY (ON THE RIGHT), SEVERITY (ON THE LEFT), AND, BETWEEN THEM, MILDNESS, AS THE RECONCILING POWER. THE COLUMNS MAY ALSO BE SAID TO REPRESENT WISDOM, STRENGTH, AND BEAUTY, WHICH FORM THE TRIUNE SUPPORT OF THE UNIVERSE, FOR IT IS WRITTEN THAT THE FOUNDATION OF ALL THINGS IS THE THREE. THE 22 CHANNELS ARE THE LETTERS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET AND TO THEM ARE ASSIGNED THE MAJOR TRUMPS OF THE TAROT DECK OF SYMBOLIC CARDS. ELIPHAS LEVI DECLARED THAT BY ARRANGING THE TAROT CARDS ACCORDING TO A DEFINITE ORDER MAN COULD DISCOVER ALL THAT IS KNOWABLE CONCERNING HIS GOD, HIS UNIVERSE, AND HIMSELF. WHEN THE TEN NUMBERS WHICH PERTAIN TO THE GLOBES (SEPHIROTH) ARE COMBINED WITH THE 22 LETTERS RELATING TO THE CHANNELS, THE RESULTANT SUM IS 32--THE NUMBER PECULIAR TO THE QABBALISTIC PATHS OF WISDOM. THESE PATHS, OCCASIONALLY REFERRED TO AS THE 32 TEETH IN THE MOUTH OF THE VAST COUNTENANCE OR AS THE 32 NERVES THAT BRANCH OUT FROM THE DIVINE BRAIN, ARE ANALOGOUS TO THE FIRST 32 DEGREES OF FREEMASONRY, WHICH ELEVATE THE CANDIDATE TO THE DIGNITY OF A PRINCE OF THE ROYAL SECRET. QABBALISTS ALSO CONSIDER IT EXTREMELY SIGNIFICANT THAT IN THE ORIGINAL HEBREW SCRIPTURES THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD SHOULD OCCUR 32 TIMES IN THE FIRST CHAPTER OF GENESIS. (IN THE ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS OF THE HOLY BIBLE THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] APPEARS 33 TIMES.) IN THE MYSTIC ANALYSIS OF THE HUMAN BODY, ACCORDING TO THE RABBINS, 32 SPINAL SEGMENTS LEAD UPWARD TO THE TEMPLE OF WISDOM--THE SKULL. THE FOUR QABBALISTIC TREES DESCRIBED IN THE PRECEDING CHAPTER WERE COMBINED BY LATER JEWISH SCHOLARS INTO ONE ALL-INCLUSIVE DIAGRAM AND TERMED BY THEM NOT ONLY THE SEPHIROTHIC BUT ALSO THE ARCHETYPAL, OR HEAVENLY, ADAM. ACCORDING TO SOME AUTHORITIES, IT IS THIS HEAVENLY ADAM, AND NOT A TERRESTRIAL MAN, WHOSE CREATION IS DESCRIBED IN THE OPENING CHAPTERS OF GENESIS. OUT OF THE SUBSTANCES OF THIS DIVINE [SEXLESS] MAN THE UNIVERSE WAS FORMED; IN HIM IT REMAINS AND WILL CONTINUE EVEN AFTER DISSOLUTION SHALL RESOLVE THE SPHERES BACK INTO THEIR OWN PRIMITIVE SUBSTANCE. THE DEITY IS NEVER CONCEIVED OF AS ACTUALLY CONTAINED IN THE SEPHIROTH, WHICH ARE PURELY HYPOTHETICAL VESSELS EMPLOYED TO DEFINE THE LIMITS OF THE CREATIVE ESSENCE. ADOLPH FRANCK RATHER LIKENS THE SEPHIROTH TO VARICOLORED TRANSPARENT GLASS BOWLS FILLED WITH PURE LIGHT, WHICH APPARENTLY ASSUMES THE COLOR OF ITS CONTAINERS BUT WHOSE ESSENTIAL NATURE REMAINS EVER UNCHANGED AND UNCHANGEABLE. THE TEN SEPHIROTH COMPOSING THE BODY OF THE PROTOTYPIC ADAM, THE NUMBERS RELATED TO THEM, AND THE PARTS OF THE UNIVERSE TO WHICH THEY CORRESPOND ARE AS FOLLOWS:
	NO.
	THE SEPHIROTH
	THE UNIVERSE
	ALTERNATIVE

	1
	KETHER--THE CROWN [TOP LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]
	PRIMUM MOBILE
	THE FIERY HEAVENS

	2
	CHOCHMAH—WISDOM
	THE ZODIAC
	THE FIRST MOTION

	3
	BINAH—UNDERSTANDING
	SATURN
	THE ZODIAC

	4
	CHESED—MERCY
	JUPITER
	SATURN

	5
	GEBURAH—SEVERITY
	MARS
	JUPITER

	6
	TIPHERETH—BEAUTY
	SUN
	MARS

	7
	NETSAH—VICTORY
	VENUS
	SUN

	8
	HOD—GLORY
	MERCURY
	VENUS

	9
	JESOD--THE FOUNDATION
	MOON
	MERCURY

	10
	MALCHUTH--THE KINGDOM
	ELEMENTS
	MOON


[bookmark: img_12100]IT MUST CONTINUALLY BE EMPHASIZED THAT THE SEPHIROTH AND THE PROPERTIES ASSIGNED TO THEM, LIKE THE TETRACTYS OF THE PYTHAGOREANS, ARE MERELY SYMBOLS OF THE COSMIC SYSTEM WITH ITS MULTITUDE OF PARTS. THE TRUER AND FULLER MEANING OF THESE EMBLEMS MAY NOT BE REVEALED BY WRITING OR BY WORD OF MOUTH, BUT MUST BE DIVINED AS THE RESULT OF STUDY AND MEDITATION. IN THE SEPHER HA ZOHAR IT IS WRITTEN THAT THERE IS A GARMENT--THE WRITTEN DOCTRINE-WHICH EVERY MAN MAY SEE. THOSE WITH UNDERSTANDING DO NOT LOOK UPON THE GARMENT BUT AT THE BODY BENEATH IT--THE INTELLECTUAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL CODE. THE WISEST OF ALL, HOWEVER, THE SERVANTS OF THE HEAVENLY KING, LOOK AT NOTHING SAVE THE SOUL--THE SPIRITUAL DOCTRINE--WHICH IS THE ETERNAL AND EVER-SPRINGING ROOT OF THE LAW. OF THIS GREAT TRUTH ELIPHAS LEVI ALSO WRITES DECLARING THAT NONE CAN GAIN ENTRANCE TO THE SECRET HOUSE OF WISDOM UNLESS HE, WEAR THE VOLUMINOUS CAPE OF APOLLONIUS OF TYANA AND CARRY IN HIS HAND THE LAMP OF HERMES. THE CAPE SIGNIFIES THE QUALITIES OF SELF-POSSESSION AND SELF-RELIANCE WHICH MUST ENVELOPE THE SEEKER AS A CLOAK OF STRENGTH, WHILE THE EVER-BURNING LAMP OF THE SAGE REPRESENTS THE ILLUMINED MIND AND PERFECTLY BALANCED INTELLECT WITHOUT WHICH THE MYSTERY OF THE AGES CAN NEVER BE SOLVED. THE SEPHIROTHIC TREE IS SOMETIMES DEPICTED AS A HUMAN BODY, THUS MORE DEFINITELY ESTABLISHING THE TRUE IDENTITY OF THE FIRST, OR HEAVENLY, MAN--ADAM KADMON--THE IDEA OF THE UNIVERSE. THE TEN DIVINE GLOBES (SEPHIROTH) ARE THEN CONSIDERED AS ANALOGOUS TO THE TEN SACRED MEMBERS AND ORGANS OF THE PROTOGONOS, ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWING ARRANGEMENT. KETHER IS THE CROWN [THE TOP LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE PROTOTYPIC HEAD AND PERHAPS REFERS TO THE PINEAL GLAND; CHOCHMAH AND BINAH ARE THE RIGHT AND LEFT HEMISPHERES RESPECTIVELY OF THE GREAT BRAIN; CHESED AND GEBURAH (PECHAD) ARE THE RIGHT AND LEFT ARMS RESPECTIVELY, SIGNIFYING THE ACTIVE CREATIVE MEMBERS OF THE GRAND MAN; TIPHERETH IS THE HEART, OR, ACCORDING TO SOME, THE ENTIRE VISCERA; NETSAH AND HOD ARE THE RIGHT AND LEFT LEGS RESPECTIVELY, OR THE SUPPORTS OF THE WORLD; JESOD IS THE GENERATIVE SYSTEM, OR THE FOUNDATION OF FORM; AND MALCHUTH REPRESENTS THE TWO FEET, OR THE BASE OF BEING. OCCASIONALLY JESOD IS CONSIDERED AS THE MALE AND MALCHUTH AS THE FEMALE GENERATIVE POWER. THE GRAND MAN THUS CONCEIVED IS THE GIGANTIC IMAGE OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM, WITH HEAD OF GOLD, ARMS AND CHEST OF SILVER, BODY OF BRASS, LEGS OF IRON, AND FEET OF CLAY. THE MEDIAEVAL QABBALISTS ALSO ASSIGNED ONE OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS AND A TENTH PART OF THE LORD'S PRAYER IN SEQUENTIAL ORDER TO EACH OF THE TEN SEPHIROTH. CONCERNING THE EMANATIONS FROM KETHER WHICH ESTABLISH THEMSELVES AS THREE TRIADS OF CREATIVE POWERS--TERMED IN THE SEPHER HA ZOHAR THREE HEADS EACH WITH THREE FACES--H. P. BLAVATSKY WRITES: "THIS [KETHER] WAS THE FIRST SEPHIROTH, CONTAINING IN HERSELF THE OTHER NINE ספּירות SEPHIROTH, OR INTELLIGENCES. IN THEIR TOTALITY AND UNITY, THEY REPRESENT THE ARCHETYPAL MAN, ADAM KADMON, THE ΠΡΩΤόΓΟΝΟΣ, WHO IN HIS INDIVIDUALITY OR UNITY IS YET DUAL, OR BISEXUAL, THE GREEK DIDUMOS, FOR HE IS THE PROTOTYPE OF ALL HUMANITY. THUS, WE OBTAIN THREE TRINITIES, EACH CONTAINED IN A 'HEAD.' IN THE FIRST HEAD, OR FACE (THE THREE-FACED HINDU TRIMURTI), 
[image: THE FOUR SEPHIROTHIC TREES. ]
THE FOUR SEPHIROTHIC TREES.
[bookmark: page_123]THE FORTY CONCENTRIC CIRCLES SHOWN IN THE LARGE CIRCULAR CUT IN THE PRECEDING CHAPTER ARE HERE ARRANGED AS FOUR TREES, EACH CONSISTING OF TEN CIRCLES. THESE TREES DISCLOSE THE ORGANIZATION OF THE HIERARCHIES CONTROLLING THE DESTINIES OF ALL CREATION. THE TREES ARE THE SAME IN EACH OF THE FOUR WORLD, BUT THE POWERS VESTED IN THE GLOBES EXPRESS THEMSELVES DIFFERENTLY THROUGH THE SUBSTANCES OF EACH WORLD, RESULTING IN ENDLESS DIFFERENTIATION. WE FIND SEPHIRA [KETHER], THE FIRST ANDROGYNE, AT THE APEX OF THE UPPER TRIANGLE, EMITTING HACHAMA [CHOCHMAH], OR WISDOM, A MASCULINE AND ACTIVE POTENCY--ALSO CALLED JAH, יה--AND BINAH, בינה, OR INTELLIGENCE, A FEMALE AND PASSIVE POTENCY, ALSO REPRESENTED BY THE NAME JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] יהוה. THESE, THREE FORM THE FIRST TRINITY OR 'FACE' OF THE SEPHIROTH. THIS TRIAD EMANATED HESED, הסד, OR MERCY, A MASCULINE ACTIVE POTENCY, ALSO CALLED EL, FROM WHICH EMANATED GEBURAH גבורה, OR JUSTICE, ALSO CALLED ELOHA, A FEMININE PASSIVE POTENCY; FROM THE UNION OF THESE TWO WAS PRODUCED TIPHERETH טפּארת, BEAUTY, CLEMENCY, THE SPIRITUAL SUN, KNOWN BY THE DIVINE NAME ELOHIM; AND THE SECOND TRIAD, 'FACE,' OR 'HEAD,' WAS FORMED. THESE EMANATING, IN THEIR TURN, THE MASCULINE POTENCY NETZAH, נצה, FIRMNESS, OR JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] SABAOTH, WHO ISSUED THE FEMININE PASSIVE POTENCY HOD,הוד, SPLENDOR, OR ELOHIM SABAOTH; THE TWO PRODUCED JESOD, יסוד, FOUNDATION, WHO IS THE MIGHTY LIVING ONE EL-CHAI, THUS YIELDING THE THIRD TRINITY OR 'HEAD.' THE TENTH SEPHIROTH IS RATHER A DUAD, AND IS REPRESENTED ON THE DIAGRAMS AS THE LOWEST CIRCLE. IT IS MALCHUTH OR KINGDOM, מלכות, AND SHEKINAH, שכינה, ALSO CALLED ADONAI, AND CHERUBIM AMONG THE ANGELIC HOSTS. THE FIRST 'HEAD' IS CALLED THE INTELLECTUAL WORLD; THE SECOND 'HEAD' IS THE SENSUOUS, OR THE WORLD OF PERCEPTION, AND THE THIRD IS THE MATERIAL OR PHYSICAL WORLD." (ISIS UNVEILED.) AMONG THE LATER QABBALISTS THERE IS ALSO A DIVISION OF THE SEPHIROTHIC TREE INTO FIVE PARTS, IN WHICH THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE GLOBES IS ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWING ORDER:
(1) MACROPROSOPHUS, OR THE GREAT FACE, IS THE TERM APPLIED TO KETHER AS THE FIRST AND MOST EXALTED OF THE SEPHIROTH AND INCLUDES THE NINE POTENCIES OR SEPHIROTH ISSUING FROM KETHER.
(2) ABBA, THE GREAT FATHER [STEPHEN], IS THE TERM GENERALLY APPLIED TO CHOCHMAH--UNIVERSAL WISDOM--THE FIRST EMANATION OF KETHER, BUT, ACCORDING TO IBN GEBIROL, CHOCHMAH REPRESENTS THE SON, THE LOGOS OR THE WORD BORN FROM THE UNION OF KETHER AND BINAH.
(3) AIMA, THE GREAT MOTHER [VICTORIA], IS THE NAME BY WHICH BINAH, OR THE THIRD SEPHIRA, IS GENERALLY KNOWN. THIS IS THE HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24], FROM WHOSE BODY THE GENERATIONS ISSUE FORTH. BEING THE THIRD PERSON OF THE CREATIVE TRIAD, IT CORRESPONDS TO JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE DEMIURGUS.
(4) MICROPROSOPHUS, OR THE LESSER FACE, IS COMPOSED OF THE SIX SEPHIROTH--CHESED, GEBURAH, TIPHERETH, NETSAH, HOD, AND JESOD. THE MICROPROSOPHUS IS COMMONLY CALLED THE LESSER ADAM, OR ZAUIR ANPIN, WHEREAS THE MACROPROSOPHUS, OR SUPERIOR ADAM, IS ARIKH ANPIN. THE LESSER FACE IS PROPERLY SYMBOLIZED BY THE SIX-POINTED STAR OR INTERLACED TRIANGLES OF ZION AND ALSO BY THE SIX FACES OF THE CUBE. IT REPRESENTS THE DIRECTIONS NORTH, EAST, SOUTH, WEST, UP, AND DOWN, AND ALSO THE FIRST SIX DAYS OF CREATION. IN HIS LIST OF THE PARTS OF THE MICROPROSOPHUS, MACGREGOR-MATHERS INCLUDES BINAH AS THE FIRST AND SUPERIOR PART OF THE LESSER ADAM, THUS MAKING HIS CONSTITUTION SEPTENARY. IF MICROPROSOPHUS BE CONSIDERED AS SEXPARTITE, THEN HIS GLOBES (SEPHIROTH) ARE ANALOGOUS TO THE SIX DAYS OF CREATION, AND THE TENTH GLOBE, MALCHUTH, TO THE SABBATH OF REST.
(5) THE BRIDE OF MICROPROSOPHUS IS MALCHUTH--THE EPITOME OF THE SEPHIROTH, ITS QUATERNARY CONSTITUTION BEING COMPOSED OF BLENDINGS OF THE FOUR ELEMENTS. THIS IS THE DIVINE EVE THAT IS TAKEN OUT---
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A TABLE OF SEPHIROTHIC CORRESPONDENCES.
---THE ABOVE DIAGRAM HAS BEEN SPECIALLY TRANSLATED FROM THE LATIN AS BEING OF UNIQUE VALUE TO STUDENTS OF QABBALISM AND ALSO AS AN EXAMPLE OF ROBERT FLUDD'S UNUSUAL ABILITY IN ASSEMBLING TABLES OF CORRESPONDENCES. ROBERT FLUDD RANKS AMONG THE MOST EMINENT ROSICRUCIAN’S AND FREEMASONS; IN FACT, HE HAS OFTEN BEEN CALLED "THE FIRST ENGLISH ROSICRUCIAN." HE HAS WRITTEN SEVERAL VALUABLE DOCUMENTS DIRECTLY BEARING UPON THE ROSICRUCIAN ENIGMA. IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT THE MOST IMPORTANT OF HIS WORKS SHOULD BE PUBLISHED AT THE SAME TIME AS THOSE OF BACON, SHAKESPEARE, AND THE FIRST ROSICRUCIAN AUTHORS.
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THE SEPHIROTHIC TREE OF THE LATER QABBALISTS.
HAVING DEMONSTRATED THAT THE QABBALISTS DIVIDED THE UNIVERSE INTO FOUR WORLDS, EACH CONSISTING OF TEN SPHERES, IT IS NECESSARY TO CONSIDER NEXT HOW THE TEN SPHERES OF EACH WORLD WERE ARRANGED INTO WHAT IS CALLED THE ''SEPHIROTHIC TREE." THIS TREE IS COMPOSED OF TEN CIRCLES, REPRESENTING THE NUMBERS 1 TO 20 AND CONNECTED TOGETHER BY TWENTY-TWO CANALS--THE TWENTY-TWO LETTERS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET. THE TEN NUMBERS PLUS THE TWENTY-TWO LETTERS RESULT IN THE OCCULT NUMBER 32, WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE MISHNA, SIGNIFIES THE THIRTY-TWO PATHS OF WISDOM. LETTERS AND NUMBERS, ACCORDING TO THE QABBALISTS, ARE THE KEYS TO ALL KNOWLEDGE, FOR BY A SECRET SYSTEM OF ARRANGING THEM THE MYSTERIES OF CREATION ARE REVEALED. FOR THIS REASON, THEY ARE CALLED "THE PATHS OF WISDOM." THIS OCCULT FACT IS CAREFULLY CONCEALED IN THE 32ND DEGREE OF FREEMASONRY. THERE ARE FOUR TREES, ONE IN EACH OF THE FOUR WORLDS ESTABLISHED IN THE PRECEDING CHAPTER. THE FIRST IS IN THE ATZILUTHIC WORLD, THE TEN CIRCLES BEING THE TEN GLOBES OF LIGHT ESTABLISHED IN THE MIDST OF AIN SOPH. THE POWERS AND ATTRIBUTES OF THIS TREE ARE REFLECTED INTO EACH OF THE THREE LOWER WORLDS, THE FORM OF THE TREE REMAINING THE SAME BUT ITS POWER DIMINISHING AS IT DESCENDS. TO FURTHER COMPLICATE THEIR DOCTRINE, THE QABBALISTS CREATED ANOTHER TREE, WHICH WAS A COMPOSITE OF ALL FOUR OF THE WORLD, TREES BUT CONSISTED OF ONLY TEN GLOBES. IN THIS SINGLE TREE WERE CONDENSED ALL THE ARCANA PREVIOUSLY SCATTERED THROUGH THE VOLUMINOUS ARCHIVES OF QABBALISTIC LITERATURE. OF THE SIDE OF MICROPROSOPHUS AND COMBINES THE POTENCIES OF THE ENTIRE QABBALISTIC TREE IN ONE SPHERE, WHICH MAY BE TERMED MAN. ACCORDING TO THE MYSTERIES OF THE SEPHIROTH, THE ORDER OF THE CREATION, OR THE DIVINE LIGHTNING FLASH WHICH ZIGZAGS THROUGH THE FOUR WORLDS ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF THE DIVINE EMANATIONS, IS THUS DESCRIBED: FROM AIN SOPH, THE NOTHING AND ALL, THE ETERNAL AND UNCONDITIONED POTENCY, ISSUES MACROPROSOPHUS, THE LONG FACE, OF WHOM IT IS WRITTEN, "WITHIN HIS SKULL EXIST DAILY THIRTEEN THOUSAND MYRIADS OF WORLDS WHICH DRAW THEIR EXISTENCE FROM HIM AND BY HIM ARE UPHELD." (THE GREATER HOLY ASSEMBLY.) MACROPROSOPHUS, THE DIRECTIONALIZED WILL OF AIN SOPH, CORRESPONDING TO KETHER, THE CROWN [TOP LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE SEPHIROTH, GIVES BIRTH OUT OF HIMSELF TO THE NINE LESSER SPHERES OF WHICH HE IS THE SUM AND THE OVERBROODING CAUSE. THE 22 LETTERS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET, BY THE VARIOUS COMBINATIONS OF WHICH THE LAWS OF THE UNIVERSE ARE ESTABLISHED, CONSTITUTE THE SCEPTER OF MACROPROSOPHUS WHICH HE WIELDS FROM HIS FLAMING THRONE IN THE ATZILUTHIC WORLD. FROM THIS ETERNAL AND ANCIENT ANDROGYNE--KETHER--COME FORTH CHOCHMAH, THE GREAT FATHER [STEPHEN], AND BINAH, THE GREAT MOTHER [VICTORIA]. THESE TWO ARE USUALLY REFERRED TO AS ABBA AND AIMA RESPECTIVELY--THE FIRST MALE AND THE FIRST FEMALE, THE PROTOTYPES OF SEX. THESE CORRESPOND TO THE FIRST TWO LETTERS OF THE SACRED NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], JEHOVAH, יהוה, IHVH. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] IS THE י, OR I, AND THE MOTHER [VICTORIA] IS THE ה, OR H. ABBA AND AIMA SYMBOLIZE THE CREATIVE ACTIVITIES OF THE UNIVERSE, AND ARE ESTABLISHED IN THE CREATIVE WORLD OF BRIAH. IN THE SEPHER HA ZOHAR IT IS WRITTEN, "AND THEREFORE ARE ALL THINGS ESTABLISHED IN THE EQUALITY OF MALE AND FEMALE; FOR WERE IT NOT SO, HOW COULD THEY SUBSIST? THIS BEGINNING IS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL THINGS; THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL FATHERS; AND BOTH ARE MUTUALLY BOUND TOGETHER, AND THE ONE PATH SHINETH INTO THE OTHER--CHOCHMAH, WISDOM [PROVERBS 8:22-29], AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN]; BINAH, UNDERSTANDING, AS THE MOTHER [VICTORIA]." THERE IS A DIFFERENCE OF OPINION CONCERNING CERTAIN OF THE RELATIONSHIPS OF THE PARTS OF THE FIRST TRIAD. SOME QABBALISTS, INCLUDING IBN GEBIROL, CONSIDER KETHER AS THE FATHER [STEPHEN], BINAH AS THE MOTHER [VICTORIA], AND CHOCHMAH AS THE SON [JESUS]. IN THIS LATER ARRANGEMENT, WISDOM [WISDOM OF SOLOMON 7:22-8:1], WHICH IS THE ATTRIBUTE OF THE SON [ENOCH], BECOMES THE CREATOR OF THE LOWER SPHERES. THE SYMBOL OF BINAH IS THE DOVE, A PROPER EMBLEM FOR THE BROODING MATERNAL INSTINCT OF THE UNIVERSAL MOTHER [VICTORIA]. BECAUSE OF THE CLOSE SIMILARITY OF THEIR CREATIVE TRIAD TO THE CHRISTIAN TRINITY, THE LATER QABBALISTS REARRANGED THE FIRST THREE SEPHIROTH AND ADDED A MYSTERIOUS POINT CALLED DAATH--A HYPOTHETICAL ELEVENTH SEPHIRA. THIS IS LOCATED WHERE THE HORIZONTAL LINE CONNECTING CHOCHMAH AND BINAH CROSSES THE VERTICAL LINE JOINING KETHER AND TIPHERETH. WHILE DAATH IS NOT MENTIONED BY THE FIRST QABBALISTS, IT IS A HIGHLY IMPORTANT ELEMENT AND ITS ADDITION TO THE SEPHIROTHIC TREE WAS NOT MADE WITHOUT FULL REALIZATION OF THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SUCH ACTION. IF CHOCHMAH BE CONSIDERED THE ACTIVE, INTELLIGENT ENERGY OF KETHER, AND BINAH THE RECEPTIVE CAPACITY OF KETHER, THEN DAATH BECOMES THE THOUGHT WHICH, CREATED BY CHOCHMAH, FLOWS INTO BINAH. THE POSTULATION OF DAATH CLARIFIES THE PROBLEM OF THE CREATIVE TRINITY, FOR HERE IT IS DIAGRAMMATICALLY REPRESENTED AS CONSISTING OF CHOCHMAH (THE FATHER [STEPHEN]), BINAH (THE MOTHER [VICTORIA], OR HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24]), AND DAATH, THE WORD BY WHICH THE WORLDS WERE ESTABLISHED. ISAAC MYER DISCOUNTS THE IMPORTANCE OF DAATH, DECLARING IT A SUBTERFUGE TO CONCEAL THE FACT THAT KETHER, AND NOT CHOCHMAH; IS THE TRUE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THE CREATIVE TRIAD. HE MAKES NO ATTEMPT TO GIVE A SATISFACTORY EXPLANATION FOR THE SYMBOLISM OF THIS HYPOTHETICAL SEPHIRA. ACCORDING TO THE ORIGINAL CONCEPTION, FROM THE UNION OF THE DIVINE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE DIVINE MOTHER [VICTORIA] IS PRODUCED MICROPROSOPHUS--THE SHORT FACE OR THE LESSER COUNTENANCE, WHICH IS ESTABLISHED IN THE YETZIRATIC WORLD OF FORMATION AND CORRESPONDS TO THE LETTER ו, OR V, IN THE GREAT NAME. THE SIX POWERS OF MICROPROSOPHUS FLOW FROM AND ARE CONTAINED IN THEIR OWN SOURCE, WHICH IS BINAH, THE MOTHER [VICTORIA] OF THE LESSER ADAM. THESE CONSTITUTE THE SPHERES OF THE SACRED PLANETS; THEIR NAME IS ELOHIM, AND THEY MOVE UPON THE FACE OF THE DEEP. THE TENTH SEPHIRA--MALCHUTH, THE KINGDOM--IS DESCRIBED AS THE BRIDE OF THE LESSER ADAM, CREATED BACK TO BACK WITH HER LORD, AND TO IT IS ASSIGNED THE FINAL, ה, OR H, THE LAST LETTER OF THE SACRED NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THE DWELLING PLACE OF MALCHUTH IS IN THE FOURTH WORLD--ASSIAH--AND IT IS COMPOSED OF ALL THE SUPERIOR POWERS REFLECTED INTO THE ELEMENTS OF THE TERRESTRIAL SPHERE. THUS, IT WILL BE SEEN THAT THE QABBALISTIC TREE EXTENDS THROUGH FOUR WORLDS, WITH ITS BRANCHES IN MATTER AND ITS ROOTS IN THE ANCIENT OF ANCIENTS--MACROPROSOPHUS. THREE VERTICAL COLUMNS SUPPORT THE UNIVERSAL SYSTEM AS TYPIFIED BY THE SEPHIROTHIC TREE. THE CENTRAL PILLAR HAS ITS FOUNDATION IN KETHER, THE ETERNAL ONE. IT PASSES DOWNWARD THROUGH THE HYPOTHETICAL SEPHIRA, DAATH, AND THEN THROUGH TIPHERETH AND JESOD, WITH ITS LOWER END RESTING UPON THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF MALCHUTH, THE LAST OF THE GLOBES. THE TRUE IMPORT OF THE CENTRAL PILLAR IS EQUILIBRIUM. IT DEMONSTRATES HOW THE DEITY ALWAYS MANIFESTS BY EMANATING POLES OF EXPRESSION FROM THE MIDST OF ITSELF BUT REMAINING FREE FROM THE ILLUSION OF POLARITY. IF THE NUMBERS OF THE FOUR SEPHIROTH CONNECTED BY THIS COLUMN BE ADDED TOGETHER (1 +6 +9 + 10), THE SUM IS 26, THE NUMBER OF JEHOVAH. (PYTHAGOREAN MATHEMATICS.) THE COLUMN ON THE RIGHT, WHICH IS CALLED JACHIN, HAS ITS FOUNDATION ON CHOCHMAH, THE OUTPOURING WISDOM OF GOD; THE THREE GLOBES SUSPENDED FROM IT ARE ALL MASCULINE POTENCIES. THE COLUMN AT THE LEFT IS CALLED BOAZ. THE THREE GLOBES UPON IT ARE FEMININE AND RECEPTIVE POTENCIES, FOR IT IS FOUNDED IN UNDERSTANDING, A RECEPTIVE AND MATERNAL POTENCY. WISDOM, IT WILL BE NOTED, IS CONSIDERED AS RADIANT OR OUTPOURING, AND UNDERSTANDING AS RECEPTIVE, OR SOMETHING WHICH IS FILLED BY THE FLOWING OF WISDOM. THE THREE PILLARS ARE ULTIMATELY UNITED IN MALCHUTH, IN WHICH ALL THE POWERS OF THE SUPERIOR WORLDS ARE MANIFESTED. THE FOUR GLOBES UPON THE CENTRAL COLUMN REVEAL THE FUNCTION OF THE CREATIVE POWER IN THE VARIOUS WORLDS. IN THE FIRST WORLD THE CREATIVE POWER IS WILL--THE ONE DIVINE CAUSE; IN THE SECOND WORLD, THE HYPOTHETICAL DAATH--THE WORD COMING FORTH FROM THE DIVINE THOUGHT; IN THE THIRD WORLD, TIPHERETH--THE SUN, OR FOCAL POINT BETWEEN GOD AND NATURE; IN THE FOURTH WORLD IT IS TWOFOLD, BEING THE POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE POLES OF THE REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM, OF WHICH JESOD IS THE MALE AND MALCHUTH THE FEMALE. IN KIRCHER'S SEPHIROTHIC TREE IT SHOULD BE ESPECIALLY NOTED THAT THE ORNAMENTS OF THE TABERNACLE APPEAR IN THE VARIOUS PARTS OF THE DIAGRAM. THESE INDICATE A DIRECT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SACRED HOUSE OF GOD AND THE UNIVERSE--A RELATIONSHIP WHICH MUST ALWAYS BE CONSIDERED AS EXISTING BETWEEN THE DEITY THROUGH WHOSE ACTIVITY THE WORLD IS PRODUCED AND THE WORLD ITSELF, WHICH MUST BE THE HOUSE OR VEHICLE OF THAT DEITY. COULD THE MODERN SCIENTIFIC WORLD BUT SENSE THE TRUE PROFUNDITY OF THESE PHILOSOPHICAL DEDUCTIONS OF THE ANCIENTS, IT WOULD REALIZE THAT THOSE WHO FABRICATED THE STRUCTURE OF THE QABBALAH POSSESSED A KNOWLEDGE OF THE CELESTIAL PLAN COMPARABLE IN EVERY RESPECT WITH THAT OF THE MODERN SAVANT. THE TETRAGRAMMATON, OR THE FOUR-LETTERED NAME [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, WRITTEN THUS יהוה, IS PRONOUNCE JEHOVAH. THE FIRST LETTER IS י, YOD, THE GERM, THE LIFE, THE FLAME, THE CAUSE, THE ONE, AND THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL OF THE JEWISH PHALLIC EMBLEMS. ITS NUMERICAL VALUE IS 10, AND IT IS TO BE CONSIDERED AS THE 1 CONTAINING THE 10. IN THE QABBALAH IT IS DECLARED THAT THE A YOD IS IN REALITY THREE YODS, OF WHICH THE FIRST IS THE BEGINNING, THE SECOND IS THE CENTER, AND THE THIRD IS THE END. ITS THRONE IS THE SEPHIRA CHOCHMAH (ACCORDING TO IBN GEBIROL, KETHER), FROM WHICH IT GOES FORTH TO IMPREGNATE BINAH, WHICH IS THE FIRST ה, HE. THE RESULT OF THIS UNION IS TIPHERETH, WHICH IS THE ו VAU, WHOSE POWER IS 6 AND WHICH SYMBOLIZES THE SIX MEMBERS OF THE LESSER ADAM. THE FINAL ה, HE, IS MALCHUTH, THE INFERIOR MOTHER, PARTAKING IN PART OF THE POTENCIES OF THE DIVINE MOTHER [VICTORIA], THE FIRST HE. BY PLACING THE FOUR LETTERS OF THE TETRAGRAMMATON [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IN A VERTICAL COLUMN, A FIGURE CLOSELY RESEMBLING THE HUMAN BODY IS PRODUCED, WITH YOD FOR THE HEAD, THE FIRST HE FOR THE ARMS AND SHOULDERS, VAU FOR THE TRUNK OF THE BODY, AND THE FINAL HE FOR THE HIPS AND LEGS. IF THE HEBREW LETTERS BE EXCHANGED FOR THEIR ENGLISH EQUIVALENTS, THE FORM IS NOT MATERIALLY CHANGED OR THE ANALOGY ALTERED. IT IS ALSO EXTREMELY SIGNIFICANT THAT BY INSERTING THE LETTER ש, SHIN, IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NAME JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE WORD JEHOSHUA, OR JESUS, IS FORMED THUS: יהשוה IN THE QABBALISTIC MYSTERIES, ACCORDING TO ELIPHAS LEVI, THE NAME JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS OCCASIONALLY WRITTEN BY CONNECTING TOGETHER 24 DOTS--THE 24 POWERS BEFORE THE THRONE--AND IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE NAME OF THE POWER OF [MESSIANIC] EVIL IS THE SIGN OF JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] REVERSED OR INVERTED. (TRANSCENDENTAL MAGIC.) OF THE GREAT WORD, ALBERT PIKE WRITES: "THE TRUE WORD OF A MASON IS TO BE FOUND IN THE CONCEALED AND PROFOUND MEANING OF THE INEFFABLE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF DEITY, COMMUNICATED BY GOD TO MOSES; AND WHICH MEANING WAS LONG LOST BY THE VERY PRECAUTIONS TAKEN TO CONCEAL IT. THE TRUE PRONUNCIATION OF THAT NAME WAS IN TRUTH A SECRET, IN WHICH, HOWEVER, WAS INVOLVED THE FAR MORE PROFOUND SECRET OF ITS MEANING. IN THAT MEANING IS INCLUDED ALL THE TRUTH THAT CAN BE KNOWN BY US, IN REGARD TO THE [SEXLESS] NATURE OF GOD." (MORALS AND DOGMA.)
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THE SEPHIROTH IN THE FORM OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM.
THOMAS MAURICE REPRODUCES THE ABOVE ENGRAVING, WHICH IS MODIFICATION OF THE ELABORATE TREE ON THE PRECEDING PAGE. THE SEPHIROTH ARE HERE SUPERIMPOSED, DECREASING IN SIZE AS THEY DECREASE IN POWER AND DIGNITY. THUS, THE CROWN [TOP LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS THE GREATEST AND THE ALL-INCLUSIVE, & THE KINGDOM--WHICH REPRESENTS THE PHYSICAL UNIVERSE--IS THE SMALLEST AND OF LEAST IMPORTANCE.
QABBALISTIC KEYS TO THE CREATION OF MAN
HENRIE STEPHEN, IN A WORLD OF WONDERS, PUBLISHED IN 1607, MENTIONS A MONK OF ST. ANTHONY WHO DECLARED THAT WHILE IN JERUSALEM THE PATRIARCH OF THAT CITY HAD SHOWN HIM NOT ONLY ONE OF THE RIBS OF THE WORD MADE FLESH AND SOME RAYS FROM THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM, BUT ALSO THE SNOUT OF A SERAPH, A FINGER NAIL OF A CHERUB, THE HORNS OF MOSES, AND A CASKET CONTAINING THE BREATH OF CHRIST! TO A PEOPLE BELIEVING IMPLICITLY IN A SERAPH SUFFICIENTLY TANGIBLE TO HAVE ITS PROBOSCIS PRESERVED, THE MORE PROFOUND ISSUES OF JUDAISTIC PHILOSOPHY MUST NECESSARILY BE INCOMPREHENSIBLE. NOR IS IT DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE THE REACTION TAKING PLACE IN THE MIND OF SOME ANCIENT SAGE SHOULD HE HEAR THAT A CHERUB--WHICH, ACCORDING TO ST. AUGUSTINE, SIGNIFIES THE EVANGELISTS; ACCORDING TO PHILO JUDÆUS, THE OUTERMOST CIRCUMFERENCE OF THE ENTIRE HEAVENS, AND ACCORDING TO SEVERAL OF THE CHURCH FATHERS, THE WISDOM OF GOD--HAD SPROUTED FINGER NAILS. THE HOPELESS CONFUSION OF DIVINE PRINCIPLES WITH THE ALLEGORICAL FIGURES CREATED TO REPRESENT THEM TO THE LIMITED FACULTIES OF THE UNINITIATED HAS RESULTED IN THE MOST ATROCIOUS MISCONCEPTIONS OF SPIRITUAL TRUTHS. CONCEPTS WELL-NIGH AS PREPOSTEROUS AS THESE, HOWEVER, STILL STAND AS ADAMANTINE BARRIERS TO A TRUE UNDERSTANDING OF OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT SYMBOLISM; FOR, UNTIL MAN DISENTANGLES HIS REASONING POWERS FROM THE WEB OF VENERATED ABSURDITIES IN WHICH HIS MIND HAS LAIN ENSNARED FOR CENTURIES, HOW CAN TRUTH EVER BE DISCOVERED? THE OLD TESTAMENT--ESPECIALLY THE PENTATEUCH--CONTAINS NOT ONLY THE TRADITIONAL ACCOUNT OF THE CREATION OF THE WORLD AND OF MAN, BUT ALSO, LOCKED WITHIN IT, THE SECRETS OF THE EGYPTIAN INITIATORS OF THE MOSES CONCERNING THE GENESIS OF THE GOD-MAN (THE INITIATE) AND THE MYSTERY OF HIS REBIRTH THROUGH PHILOSOPHY. WHILE THE LAWGIVER OF ISRAEL IS KNOWN TO HAVE COMPILED SEVERAL WORKS OTHER THAN THOSE GENERALLY ATTRIBUTED TO HIM, THE WRITINGS NOW COMMONLY CIRCULATED AS THE PURPORTED SIXTH AND SEVENTH BOOKS OF MOSES ARE IN REALITY SPURIOUS TREATISES ON BLACK MAGIC FOISTED ON THE CREDULOUS DURING THE MIDDLE AGES. OUT OF THE HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF PIOUS AND THOUGHTFUL STUDENTS OF HOLY WRIT, IT IS ALMOST INCONCEIVABLE THAT BUT A MERE HANDFUL HAVE SENSED THE SUBLIMITY OF THE ESOTERIC TEACHINGS OF SOD (THE JEWISH MYSTERIES OF ADONAI). YET FAMILIARITY WITH THE THREE QABBALISTICAL PROCESSES TERMED GEMATRIA, NOTARIKON, AND TEMURAH MAKES POSSIBLE THE DISCOVERY OF MANY OF THE PROFOUNDEST TRUTHS OF ANCIENT JEWISH SUPER-PHYSICS. BY GEMATRIA IS MEANT NOT ONLY THE EXCHANGE OF LETTERS FOR THEIR NUMERICAL EQUIVALENTS BUT ALSO THE METHOD OF DETERMINING BY AN ANALYSIS OF ITS MEASUREMENTS THE MYSTIC PURPOSE FOR WHICH A BUILDING OR OTHER OBJECT WAS CONSTRUCTED. S. L. MACGREGOR-MATHERS, IN THE KABBALAH UNVEILED, GIVES THIS EXAMPLE OF THE APPLICATION OF GEMATRIA: "THUS ALSO THE PASSAGE, GEN. XVIII. 2 VHNH SHLSHH, VEHENNA SHALISHA, 'AND LO, THREE MEN,' EQUALS IN NUMERICAL VALUE 'ALV MIKAL GBRIAL VRPAL, ELO MIKHAEL GABRIEL VE-RAPHAEL,' THESE ARE MIKHAEL, GABRIEL AND RAPHAEL; 'FOR EACH PHRASE = 701." ASSUMING THE SIDES OF A SCALENE TO BE 11, 9, AND 6 INCHES, A TRIANGLE OF SUCH DIMENSIONS WOULD THEN BE AN APPROPRIATE SYMBOL OF JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], FOR THE SUM OF ITS THREE SIDES WOULD BE 26, THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THE HEBREW WORD IHVH [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. GEMATRIA ALSO INCLUDES THE SYSTEM OF DISCOVERING THE ARCANE MEANING OF A WORD BY ANALYZING THE SIZE AND ARRANGEMENT OF THE STROKES EMPLOYED IN THE FORMATION OF ITS VARIOUS LETTERS. GEMATRIA WAS EMPLOYED BY THE GREEKS AS WELL AS THE JEWS. THE BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT--PARTICULARLY THOSE ATTRIBUTED TO ST. JOHN--CONTAIN MANY EXAMPLES OF ITS USE. NICEPHORUS CALLISTUS DECLARED THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN TO HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED IN A CAVERN UNDER THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM, THE VOLUME HAVING BEEN SECRETED "LONG ANTERIOR TO THE CHRISTIAN AERA." THE EXISTENCE OF INTERPOLATED MATERIAL IN THE FOURTH GOSPEL SUBSTANTIATES THE BELIEF THAT THE WORK WAS ORIGINALLY WRITTEN WITHOUT ANY SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO THE MAN JESUS, THE STATEMENTS THEREIN ACCREDITED TO HIM BEING ORIGINALLY MYSTICAL DISCOURSES DELIVERED BY THE PERSONIFICATION OF THE UNIVERSAL MIND. THE REMAINING JOHANNINE WRITINGS--THE EPISTLES AND THE APOCALYPSE--ARE ENSHROUDED BY A SIMILAR VEIL OF MYSTERY. BY NOTARIKON EACH LETTER OF A WORD MAY BECOME THE INITIAL CHARACTER OF A NEW WORD. THUS, FROM BRASHITH, FIRST WORD IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS, ARE EXTRACTED SIX WORDS WHICH MEAN THAT "IN THE BEGINNING THE ELOHIM SAW THAT ISRAEL WOULD ACCEPT THE LAW." MR. MACGREGOR-MATHERS ALSO GIVES SIX ADDITIONAL EXAMPLES OF NOTARIKON FORMED FROM THE ABOVE WORD BY SOLOMON MEIR BEN MOSES, A MEDIAEVAL QABBALIST. FROM THE FAMOUS ACROSTIC ASCRIBED TO THE ERYTHRAEAN SIBYL, ST. AUGUSTINE DERIVED THE WORD ΙΧΘΥΣ, WHICH BY NOTARIKON WAS EXPANDED INTO THE PHRASE, "JESUS CHRIST, SON OF GOD, SAVIOR." BY ANOTHER USE OF NOTARIKON, DIRECTLY THE REVERSE OF THE FIRST, THE INITIAL, LAST, OR MIDDLE LETTERS OF THE WORDS OF A SENTENCE MAY BE JOINED TOGETHER TO FORM A NEW WORD OR WORDS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE NAME AMEN, ἁΜήΝ, MAYBE EXTRACTED FROM ארנימלרנאטז, "THE LORD IS THE FAITHFUL KING." BECAUSE THEY HAD EMBODIED THESE CRYPTIC DEVICES IN THEIR SACRED WRITINGS, THE ANCIENT PRIESTS ADMONISHED THEIR DISCIPLES NEVER TO TRANSLATE, EDIT, OR REWRITE THE CONTENTS OF THE SACRED BOOKS. UNDER THE GENERAL HEADING OF TEMURAH SEVERAL SYSTEMS MAY BE GROUPED AND EXPLAINED IN WHICH VARIOUS LETTERS ARE SUBSTITUTED FOR OTHER LETTERS ACCORDING TO PREARRANGED TABLES OR CERTAIN MATHEMATICAL ARRANGEMENTS OF LETTERS, REGULAR OR IRREGULAR. THUS, THE ALPHABET MAY BE BROKEN INTO 2 EQUAL PARTS & WRITTEN IN HORIZONTAL LINES SO THAT THE LETTERS OF THE LOWER ROW CAN BE EXCHANGED FOR THOSE OF THE UPPER ROW, OR VICE VERSA. BY THIS PROCEDURE THE LETTERS OF THE WORD KUZU MAY BE EXCHANGED FOR THOSE OF IHVH [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], THE TETRAGRAMMATON. IN ANOTHER FORM OF TEMURAH THE LETTERS ARE MERELY REARRANGED., שתיה IS THE STONE WHICH IS FOUND IN THE [DIRECT] CENTER OF THE WORLD, WHICH POINT THE EARTH SPREAD OUT ON ALL SIDES.
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THE VISION OF EZEKIEL.
THIS PLATE, WHICH IS FROM THE FIRST PROTESTANT BIBLE PUBLISHED IN SPANISH, SHOWS THE MERCAVAH, OR CHARIOT OF JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHICH APPEARED TO EZEKIEL BY THE RIVER CHEBAR. THE PROPHET BEHELD FOUR STRANGE CREATURES (E), EACH HAVING FOUR HEADS, FOUR WINGS, AND BRAZEN HOOFS LIKE THOSE OF A CALF. AND THERE WERE FOUR WHEELS (F) FILLED WITH EYES. WHERE THE CHERUBIM WENT THE WHEELS WENT ALSO. THE SPACE BETWEEN THE CHERUBIM AND THE WHEELS WAS FILLED WITH COALS OF FIRE. UPON THE TOP OF THE CHARIOT WAS A THRONE, UPON WHICH SAT THE LIKENESS OF A MAN (H). EZEKIEL FELL UPON HIS KNEES WHEN HE BEHELD THE MERCAVAH SURROUNDED BY A WHIRLWIND OF CLOUDS AND FLAMES (A, B, C). A HAND (K) REACHED OUT FROM THE CLOUDS AND THE PROPHET WAS ORDERED TO EAT OF A SCROLL WHICH THE HAND HELD FORTH. ACCORDING TO THE MYSTICS, THE WHEELS SUPPORTING THE THRONE OF GOD REPRESENT THE ORBITS OF THE PLANETS, AND THE ENTIRE SOLAR SYSTEM IS PROPERLY THE MERCAVAH, OR CHARIOT OF GOD. ONE OF THE DIVISIONS OF THE QABBALAH--THAT DEALING WITH THE ARTS AND SCIENCES OF THOSE PLANES WHICH ARE UNDER THE HEAVENS--IS CALLED THE MERCAVAH. IN THE ZOHAR IT IS WRITTEN THAT THE CELESTIAL THRONE OR EZEKIEL'S VISION SIGNIFIES THE TRADITIONAL LAW; THE APPEARANCE OF A MAN SITTING UPON THE THRONE REPRESENTS THE WRITTEN LAW, PHILO JUDAEUS IN DESCRIBING THE CHERUBIM UPON THE ARK OF THE COVENANT DECLARES THAT THE FIGURES ARE AN INTIMATION OF THE REVOLUTIONS OF THE WHOLE HEAVENS, ONE OF THE CHERUBIM REPRESENTING THE OUTER CIRCUMFERENCE AND THE OTHER THE INNER SPHERE. FACING EACH OTHER, THEY REPRESENT THE TWO HEMISPHERES OF THE WORLD. THE FLAMING SWORD OF THE CHERUBIM OF GENESIS IS THE CENTRAL MOTION AND AGITATION OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES. IN ALL PROBABILITY IT ALSO REPRESENTS THE SOLAR RAY. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] WHEN BROKEN IN TWO THE STONE IS שת יה, WHICH MEANS "THE PLACING OF GOD."(PEKUDEI RAKOV, 71, 72.) AGAIN, TEMURAH MAY CONSIST OF A SIMPLE ANAGRAM, AS IN THE ENGLISH WORD LIVE, WHICH REVERSED BECOMES EVIL. THE VARIOUS SYSTEMS OF TEMURAH ARE AMONG THE MOST COMPLICATED AND PROFOUND DEVICES OF THE ANCIENT RABBINS. AMONG THEOLOGICAL SCHOLARS THERE IS A GROWING CONVICTION THAT THE HITHERTO ACCEPTED TRANSLATIONS OF THE SCRIPTURAL WRITINGS DO NOT ADEQUATELY EXPRESS THE SPIRIT OF THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS. "AFTER THE FIRST COPY OF THE BOOK OF GOD," WRITES H. P. BLAVATSKY, "HAS BEEN EDITED AND LAUNCHED ON THE WORLD BY HILKIAH, THIS COPY DISAPPEARS, AND EZRA HAS TO MAKE A NEW HOLY BIBLE, WHICH JUDAS MACCABEUS FINISHES; WHEN IT WAS COPIED FROM THE HORNED LETTERS INTO SQUARE LETTERS, IT WAS CORRUPTED BEYOND RECOGNITION; THE MASORAH COMPLETED THE WORK OF DESTRUCTION; FINALLY, WE HAVE A TEXT, NOT 900 YEARS OLD, ABOUNDING WITH OMISSIONS, INTERPOLATIONS, AND PREMEDITATED PERVERSIONS." (ISIS UNVEILED.) PROF. CRAWFORD HOWELL TOY OF HARVARD NOTES: "MANUSCRIPTS WERE COPIED AND RECOPIED BY SCRIBES WHO NOT ONLY SOMETIMES MADE ERRORS IN LETTERS AND WORDS, BUT PERMITTED THEMSELVES TO INTRODUCE NEW MATERIAL INTO THE TEXT, OR TO COMBINE IN ONE MANUSCRIPT, WITHOUT MARK OF DIVISION, WRITINGS COMPOSED BY DIFFERENT MEN; INSTANCES OF THESE SORTS OF PROCEDURE ARE FOUND ESPECIALLY IN MICAH AND JEREMIAH, AND THE GROUPS OF PROPHECIES WHICH GO UNDER THE NAMES OF ISAIAH AND ZACHARIAH." (JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY.) DOES THE MUTILATED CONDITION OF THE HOLY BIBLE--IN PART ACCIDENTAL--REPRESENT NONE THE LESS A DEFINITE EFFORT TO CONFUSE THE UNINITIATED READER AND THUS BETTER CONCEAL THE SECRETS OF THE JEWISH TANNAIM? NEVER HAS THE CHRISTIAN WORLD BEEN IN POSSESSION OF THOSE HIDDEN SCROLLS WHICH CONTAIN THE SECRET DOCTRINE OF ISRAEL, AND IF THE QABBALISTS WERE CORRECT IN THEIR ASSUMPTION THAT THE LOST BOOKS OF THE MOSAIC MYSTERIES HAVE BEEN WOVEN INTO THE FABRIC OF THE TORAH, THEN THE SCRIPTURES ARE VERITABLY BOOKS WITHIN BOOKS. IN RABBINICAL CIRCLES THE OPINION IS PREVALENT THAT CHRISTENDOM NEVER HAS UNDERSTOOD THE OLD TESTAMENT AND PROBABLY NEVER WILL. IN FACT, THE FEELING EXISTS--IN SOME QUARTERS, AT LEAST--THAT THE OLD TESTAMENT IS THE EXCLUSIVE POSSESSION OF THE JEWISH FAITH; ALSO, THAT CHRISTIANITY, AFTER ITS UNRELENTING PERSECUTION OF THE JEW, TAKES UNWARRANTED LIBERTIES WHEN IT INCLUDES STRICTLY JEWISH WRITINGS IN ITS SACRED CANON. BUT, AS NOTED BY ONE RABBI, IF CHRISTIANITY MUST USE THE JEWISH SCRIPTURES, IT SHOULD AT LEAST STRIVE TO DO SO WITH SOME DEGREE OF INTELLIGENCE! IN THE OPENING CHAPTER OF GENESIS, IT IS STATED THAT AFTER CREATING LIGHT AND SEPARATING IT FROM DARKNESS, THE SEVEN ELOHIM DIVIDED THE WATERS WHICH WERE UNDER THE FIRMAMENT FROM THE WATERS WHICH WERE ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT. HAVING THUS ESTABLISHED THE INFERIOR UNIVERSE IN PERFECT ACCORD WITH THE ESOTERIC TEACHINGS OF THE HINDU, EGYPTIAN, AND GREEK MYSTERIES, THE ELOHIM NEXT TURNED THEIR ATTENTION TO THE PRODUCTION OF FLORA AND FAUNA AND LASTLY MAN. "AND GOD SAID, LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR [SEXLESS] IMAGE, AFTER OUR [SEXLESS] LIKENESS. SO, GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN [SEXLESS] IMAGE, IN THE [SEXLESS] IMAGE OF GOD CREATED HE HIM; MALE AND FEMALE CREATED HE THEM. AND GOD BLESSED THEM, AND GOD SAID UNTO THEM, BE FRUITFUL, AND MULTIPLY, AND REPLENISH THE EARTH..."  CONSIDER IN THOUGHTFUL SILENCE THE STARTLING USE OF PRONOUNS IN THE ABOVE EXTRACT FROM "THE MOST PERFECT EXAMPLE OF ENGLISH LITERATURE." WHEN THE PLURAL AND ANDROGYNOUS HEBREW WORD ELOHIM WAS TRANSLATED INTO THE SINGULAR AND SEXLESS WORD GOD, THE OPENING CHAPTERS OF GENESIS WERE RENDERED COMPARATIVELY MEANINGLESS. IT MAY HAVE BEEN FEARED THAT HAD THE WORD BEEN CORRECTLY TRANSLATED AS "THE MALE AND FEMALE CREATIVE AGENCIES," THE CHRISTIANS WOULD HAVE BEEN JUSTLY ACCUSED OF WORSHIPING A PLURALITY OF GODS IN THE FACE OF THEIR REPEATED CLAIMS TO MONOTHEISM! THE PLURAL FORM OF THE PRONOUNS US AND OUR REVEALS UNMISTAKABLY, HOWEVER, THE PANTHEISTIC NATURE OF DIVINITY. FURTHER, THE ANDROGYNOUS CONSTITUTION OF THE ELOHIM (GOD) IS DISCLOSED IN THE NEXT VERSE, WHERE HE (REFERRING TO GOD) IS SAID TO HAVE CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN [SEXLESS] IMAGE, MALE AND FEMALE; OR, MORE PROPERLY, AS THE DIVISION OF THE SEXES HAD NOT YET TAKEN PLACE, MALE-FEMALE. THIS IS A DEATHBLOW TO THE TIME-HONORED CONCEPT THAT GOD IS A MASCULINE POTENCY AS PORTRAYED BY MICHELANGELO ON THE CEILING OF THE SISTINE CHAPEL. THE ELOHIM THEN ORDER THESE ANDROGYNOUS BEINGS TO BE FRUITFUL. NOTE THAT NEITHER THE MASCULINE NOR THE FEMININE PRINCIPLE AS YET EXISTED IN A SEPARATE STATE! AND, LASTLY, NOTE THE WORD "REPLENISH." THE PREFIX RE DENOTES "BACK TO AN ORIGINAL OR FORMER STATE OR POSITION," OR "REPETITION OR RESTORATION." (WEBSTER'S INTERNATIONAL DICTIONARY, 1926.) THIS DEFINITE REFERENCE TO A HUMANITY EXISTING PRIOR TO THE "CREATION OF MAN" DESCRIBED IN GENESIS MUST BE EVIDENT TO THE MOST CASUAL READER OF SCRIPTURE. AN EXAMINATION OF HOLY BIBLE DICTIONARIES, ENCYCLOPEDIAS, AND COMMENTARIES DISCLOSES THE PLURAL FORM OF THE WORD ELOHIM TO BE BEYOND THE COMPREHENSION OF THEIR RESPECTED AUTHORS AND EDITORS. THE NEW SCHAFF-HERZOG ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE THUS SUMS UP THE CONTROVERSY OVER THE PLURAL FORM OF THE WORD ELOHIM: "DOES IT NOW OR DID IT ORIGINALLY SIGNIFY PLURALITY OF DIVINE BEING?" A DICTIONARY OF THE HOLY BIBLE, EDITED BY JAMES HASTINGS, CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING CONCLUSION, WHICH ECHOES THE SENTIMENTS OF MORE CRITICAL ETYMOLOGISTS OF THE HOLY BIBLE: "THE USE OF THE PLURAL. ELOHIM IS ALSO DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN." DR. HAVERNICK CONSIDERS THE PLURAL FORM ELOHIM TO SIGNIFY THE ABUNDANCE AND SUPER-RICHNESS EXISTING IN THE DIVINE BEING. HIS STATEMENT, WHICH APPEARS IN THE POPULAR AND CRITICAL HOLY BIBLE ENCYCLOPEDIA, IS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE EFFORTS MADE TO CIRCUMVENT THIS EXTREMELY DAMAGING WORD. THE INTERNATIONAL STANDARD HOLY BIBLE DICTIONARY CONSIDERS THE EXPLANATIONS OFFERED BY MODERN THEOLOGIANS--OF WHICH DR. HAVERNICK'S IS A FAIR EXAMPLE--TO BE TOO INGENIOUS TO HAVE BEEN CONCEIVED BY THE EARLY HEBREWS AND MAINTAINS THAT THE WORD REPRESENTS THE SURVIVAL OF A POLYTHEISTIC STAGE OF SEMITIC THOUGHT. THE JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDIA SUPPORTS THE LATTER ASSUMPTION WITH THE FOLLOWING CONCISE STATEMENT: "AS FAR AS EPIGRAPHIC MATERIAL, TRADITIONS, AND FOLK-LORE THROW LIGHT ON THE QUESTION, THE SEMITES ARE SHOWN TO BE OF POLYTHEISTIC LEANINGS." VARIOUS SCHOOLS OF PHILOSOPHY, BOTH JEWISH AND GENTILE, HAVE OFFERED EXPLANATIONS ERUDITE AND OTHERWISE OF THE IDENTITY OF ADAM. IN THIS PRIMORDIAL MAN THE NEO-PLATONISTS RECOGNIZED THE PLATONIC IDEA OF HUMANITY--THE ARCHETYPE OR PATTERN OF THE GENUS HOMO. PHILO JUDAEUS CONSIDERED ADAM TO REPRESENT THE HUMAN MIND, WHICH COULD UNDERSTAND (AND HENCE GIVE NAMES TO) THE CREATURES ABOUT IT, BUT COULD NOT COMPREHEND (AND HENCE LEFT NAMELESS) THE MYSTERY OF ITS OWN NATURE. ADAM WAS ALSO LIKENED TO THE PYTHAGOREAN MONAD WHICH BY VIRTUE OF ITS STATE OF PERFECT UNITY COULD DWELL IN THE EDENIC SPHERE. WHEN THROUGH A PROCESS AKIN TO FISSION THE MONAD BECAME THE DUAD--THE PROPER SYMBOL OF DISCORD AND DELUSION--THE CREATURE THUS FORMED WAS EXILED FROM ITS CELESTIAL HOME. THUS, THE TWOFOLD MAN WAS DRIVEN FROM THE PARADISE BELONGING TO THE UNDIVIDED CREATION AND CHERUBIM AND A FLAMING SWORD WERE PLACED ON GUARD AT THE GATES OF THE CAUSAL WORLD. CONSEQUENTLY, ONLY AFTER THE REESTABLISHMENT OF UNITY WITHIN HIMSELF CAN MAN REGAIN HIS PRIMAL SPIRITUAL STATE. ACCORDING TO THE ISARIM, THE SECRET DOCTRINE OF ISRAEL TAUGHT THE EXISTENCE OF FOUR ADAMS, EACH DWELLING IN ONE OF THE FOUR QABBALISTIC WORLDS. THE FIRST, OR HEAVENLY, ADAM DWELT ALONE IN THE ATZILUTHIC SPHERE AND WITHIN HIS NATURE EXISTED ALL SPIRITUAL AND MATERIAL POTENTIALITIES. THE SECOND ADAM RESIDED IN THE SPHERE OF BRIAH. LIKE THE FIRST ADAM, THIS BEING WAS ANDROGYNOUS AND THE TENTH DIVISION OF ITS BODY (ITS HEEL, MALCHUTH) CORRESPONDED TO THE CHURCH OF ISRAEL THAT SHALL BRUISE THE SERPENT'S HEAD. THE THIRD ADAM--LIKEWISE ANDROGYNOUS--WAS CLOTHED IN A BODY OF LIGHT AND ABODE IN THE SPHERE OF YETZIRAH. THE FOURTH ADAM WAS MERELY THE THIRD ADAM AFTER THE FALL INTO THE SPHERE OF ASSIAH, AT WHICH TIME THE SPIRITUAL MAN TOOK UPON HIMSELF THE ANIMAL SHELL OR COAT OF SKINS. THE FOURTH ADAM WAS STILL CONSIDERED AS A SINGLE INDIVIDUAL, THOUGH DIVISION HAD TAKEN PLACE WITHIN HIS NATURE AND TWO SHELLS OR PHYSICAL BODIES EXISTED, IN ONE OF WHICH WAS INCARNATED THE MASCULINE AND IN THE OTHER THE FEMININE POTENCY. THE UNIVERSAL NATURE OF ADAM IS REVEALED IN THE VARIOUS ACCOUNTS CONCERNING THE SUBSTANCES OF WHICH HE WAS FORMED. IT WAS ORIGINALLY ORDAINED THAT THE "DIRT" TO BE USED IN FASHIONING HIM WAS TO BE DERIVED FROM THE SEVEN WORLDS. AS THESE PLANES, HOWEVER, REFUSED TO GIVE OF THEIR SUBSTANCES, THE CREATOR WRENCHED FROM THEM BY FORCE THE ELEMENTS TO BE EMPLOYED IN THE ADAMIC CONSTITUTION. ST. AUGUSTINE DISCOVERED A NOTARIKON IN THE NAME OF ADAM. HE SHOWED THAT THE FOUR LETTERS, A-D-A-M, ARE THE FIRST LETTERS OF THE FOUR WORDS ANATOLE DYSIS ARKTOS MESEMBRIA, THE GREEK NAMES FOR THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD. THE SAME AUTHOR ALSO SEES IN ADAM A PROTOTYPE OF CHRIST, FOR HE WRITES: "ADAM SLEEPS THAT EVE MAY BE FORMED: CHRIST DIES, THAT THE CHURCH MAY BE FORMED. WHILE ADAM SLEEPS, EVE IS FORMED FROM HIS SIDE. WHEN CHRIST IS DEAD, HIS SIDE IS SMITTEN WITH A SPEAR, THAT, THERE FLOW FORTH SACRAMENTS TO FORM THE CHURCH. ADAM HIMSELF WAS THE FIGURE OF HIM THAT WAS TO COME." IN HIS RECENT WORK, JUDAISM, GEORGE FOOTE MOORE THUS DESCRIBES THE PROPORTIONS OF THE ADAMIC MAN: "HE WAS A HUGE MASS THAT FILLED THE WHOLE WORLD TO ALL THE POINTS OF THE COMPASS. THE DUST OF WHICH HIS BODY WAS FORMED WAS GATHERED FROM EVERY PART OF THE WORLD, OR FROM THE SITE OF THE FUTURE ALTAR. OF GREATER INTEREST IS THE NOTION THAT MAN WAS CREATED ANDROGYNOUS, BECAUSE IT IS PROBABLY A BIT OF FOREIGN LORE ADAPTED TO THE FIRST PAIR IN GENESIS. R. SAMUEL BAR NAHMAN (THIRD CENTURY), SAID, WHEN GOD CREATED ADAM, HE CREATED HIM FACING BOTH WAYS (דיו פרעופים); THEN HE SAWED HIM IN TWO AND MADE TWO BACKS, ONE FOR EACH FIGURE. THE ZOHAR HOLDS THE CONCEPT OF TWO ADAMS: THE FIRST A DIVINE BEING WHO, STEPPING FORTH FROM THE HIGHEST ORIGINAL DARKNESS, CREATED THE SECOND, OR EARTHLY, ADAM IN HIS OWN [SEXLESS] IMAGE. THE HIGHER, OR CELESTIAL, MAN WAS THE CAUSAL SPHERE, WITH ITS DIVINE POTENCIES AND POTENTIALITIES CONSIDERED AS A GIGANTIC PERSONALITY; ITS MEMBERS, ACCORDING TO THE GNOSTICS, BEING THE BASIC ELEMENTS OF EXISTENCE. THIS ADAM MAY HAVE BEEN SYMBOLIZED AS FACING BOTH WAYS TO SIGNIFY THAT WITH ONE FACE IT LOOKED UPON THE PROXIMATE CAUSE OF ITSELF AND WITH THE OTHER FACE LOOKED UPON THE VAST SEA OF COSMOS INTO WHICH IT WAS TO BE IMMERSED. PHILOSOPHICALLY, ADAM MAY BE REGARDED AS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FULL SPIRITUAL NATURE OF MAN--ANDROGYNOUS AND NOR SUBJECT TO DECAY. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] OF THIS FULLER NATURE THE MORTAL MAN HAS LITTLE COMPREHENSION. JUST AS SPIRIT CONTAINS MATTER WITHIN ITSELF AND IS BOTH THE SOURCE AND ULTIMATE OF THE STATE DENOMINATED MATTER, SO EVE REPRESENTS THE LOWER, OR MORTAL, PORTION THAT IS TAKEN OUT OF, OR HAS TEMPORAL EXISTENCE IN THE GREATER AND FULLER SPIRITUAL CREATION. BEING REPRESENTATIVE OF THE INFERIOR PART OF THE INDIVIDUAL, EVE IS THE TEMPTRESS WHO, CONSPIRING WITH THE SERPENT OF MORTAL KNOWLEDGE, CAUSED ADAM TO SINK INTO A TRANCELIKE CONDITION IN WHICH HE WAS UNCONSCIOUS OF HIS OWN HIGHER SELF. WHEN ADAM SEEMINGLY AWOKE, HE ACTUALLY SANK INTO SLEEP, FOR HE NO LONGER WAS IN THE SPIRIT BUT IN THE BODY; DIVISION HAVING TAKEN PLACE WITHIN HIM, THE TRUE ADAM RESTED IN PARADISE WHILE HIS LESSER PART INCARNATED IN A MATERIAL ORGANISM (EVE) AND WANDERED IN THE DARKNESS OF MORTAL EXISTENCE. THE FOLLOWERS OF MOHAMMED APPARENTLY SENSED MORE ACCURATELY THAN THE UNINITIATED OF OTHER SECTS THE TRUE MYSTIC IMPORT OF PARADISE, FOR THEY REALIZED THAT PRIOR TO HIS FALL THE DWELLING PLACE OF MAN WAS NOT IN A PHYSICAL GARDEN IN ANY PARTICULAR PART OF THE EARTH BUT RATHER IN A HIGHER SPHERE (THE ANGELIC WORLD) WATERED BY FOUR MYSTICAL STREAMS OF LIFE. AFTER HIS BANISHMENT FROM PARADISE, ADAM ALIGHTED ON THE ISLAND OF CEYLON, AND THIS SPOT IS SACRED TO CERTAIN HINDU SECTS WHO RECOGNIZE THE OLD ISLAND OF LANKA--ONCE PRESUMABLY CONNECTED WITH THE MAINLAND BY A BRIDGE--AS THE ACTUAL SITE OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN FROM WHICH THE HUMAN RACE MIGRATED. ACCORDING TO THE ARABIAN NIGHTS, ADAM'S FOOTPRINT MAY STILL BE SEEN ON THE TOP OF A CEYLONESE MOUNTAIN. IN THE ISLAMIC LEGENDS, ADAM WAS LATER REUNITED WITH HIS WIFE AND AFTER HIS DEATH HIS BODY WAS BROUGHT TO JERUSALEM SUBSEQUENT TO THE FLOOD FOR BURIAL BY MELCHIZEDEK. (THE KORAN.) THE WORD ADM SIGNIFIES A SPECIES OR RACE AND ONLY FOR LACK OF PROPER UNDERSTANDING HAS ADAM BEEN CONSIDERED AS AN INDIVIDUAL. AS THE MACROCOSM, ADAM IS THE GIGANTIC ANDROGYNE, EVEN THE DEMIURGUS; AS THE MICROCOSM, HE IS THE CHIEF PRODUCTION OF THE DEMIURGUS AND WITHIN THE NATURE OF THE MICROCOSM THE DEMIURGUS ESTABLISHED ALL THE QUALITIES AND POWERS WHICH HE HIMSELF POSSESSED. THE DEMIURGUS, HOWEVER, DID NOT POSSESS IMMORTALITY AND, THEREFORE, COULD NOT BESTOW IT UPON ADAM. ACCORDING TO LEGEND, THE DEMIURGUS STROVE TO KEEP MAN FROM LEARNING THE INCOMPLETENESS OF HIS MAKER. THE ADAMIC MAN CONSEQUENTLY PARTOOK OF THE QUALITIES AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ANGELS WHO WERE THE MINISTERS OF THE DEMIURGUS. IT WAS AFFIRMED BY THE GNOSTIC CHRISTIANS THAT THE REDEMPTION OF HUMANITY WAS ASSURED THROUGH THE DESCENT OF NOUS (UNIVERSAL MIND), WHO WAS A GREAT SPIRITUAL BEING SUPERIOR TO THE DEMIURGUS AND WHO, ENTERING INTO THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN, CONFERRED CONSCIOUS IMMORTALITY UPON THE DEMIURGIC FABRICATIONS. THAT PHALLIC SYMBOLISM OCCUPIES AN IMPORTANT PLACE IN EARLY JEWISH MYSTICISM IS INDISPUTABLE. HARGRAVE JENNINGS SEES IN THE FIGURE OF ADAM A TYPE OF THE LINGAM OF SHIVA, WHICH WAS A STONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CREATIVE POWER OF THE WORLD GENERATOR. "IN GREGORIE'S WORKS," WRITES JENNINGS, "IS A PASSAGE TO THE EFFECT THAT 'NOAH DAILY PRAYED IN THE ARK BEFORE THE BODY OF ADAM,' I.E., BEFORE THE PHALLUS--ADAM BEING THE PRIMITIVE PHALLUS, GREAT PROCREATOR OF THE HUMAN RACE. 'IT MAY POSSIBLY SEEM STRANGE,' HE SAYS, 'THAT THIS ORISON SHOULD BE DAILY SAID BEFORE THE BODY OF ADAM,' BUT 'IT IS A MOST CONFESSED TRADITION AMONG THE EASTERN MEN THAT ADAM WAS COMMANDED BY GOD THAT HIS DEAD BODY SHOULD BE KEPT ABOVE GROUND TILL A FULLNESS OF TIME SHOULD COME TO COMMIT IT פדככאלאועTO THE MIDDLE OF THE EARTH BY A PRIEST OF THE MOST-HIGH GOD.' THIS MEANS MOUNT MORIAH, THE MERU OF INDIA. 'THIS BODY OF ADAM WAS EMBALMED AND TRANSMITTED FROM FATHER TO SON, TILL AT LAST IT WAS DELIVERED UP BY LAMECH INTO THE HANDS OF NOAH.'" (PHALLICISM.) THIS INTERPRETATION SOMEWHAT CLARIFIES THE QABBALISTIC ASSERTION THAT IN THE FIRST ADAM WERE CONTAINED ALL THE SOULS OF THE ISRAELITES. (SOD.) THOUGH ACCORDING TO THE AUREA LEGENDA ADAM WAS BURIED WITH THE THREE SEEDS OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE IN HIS MOUTH, IT SHOULD BE BORNE IN MIND THAT APPARENTLY CONFLICTING MYTHS WERE OFTEN WOVEN AROUND A SINGLE INDIVIDUAL. ONE OF THE PROFOUND MYSTERIES OF QABBALISM IS THAT SET FORTH IN THE NOTARIKON BASED UPON THE LETTERS OF THE NAME ADAM (ADM). THESE THREE LETTERS FORM THE INITIALS OF THE NAMES ADAM, DAVID, AND THE MESSIAH, AND THESE THREE PERSONALITIES WERE SAID TO CONTAIN ONE SOUL. AS THIS SOUL REPRESENTS THE WORLD SOUL OF HUMANITY, ADAM SIGNIFIES THE INVOLVING SOUL, THE MESSIAH THE EVOLVING SOUL, AND DAVID THAT CONDITION OF THE SOUL TERMED EPIGENESIS. IN COMMON WITH CERTAIN PHILOSOPHIC INSTITUTIONS OF ASIA, THE JEWISH MYSTERIES CONTAINED A STRANGE DOCTRINE CONCERNING THE SHADOWS OF THE GODS. GAZING DOWN INTO THE ABYSS, THE ELOHIM BEHELD THEIR OWN SHADOWS AND FROM THESE SHADOWS PATTERNED THE INFERIOR CREATION. "IN THE DRAMATIC REPRESENTATION OF THE CREATION OF MAN IN THE MYSTERIES," WRITES THE ANONYMOUS MASTER OF BALLIOL COLLEGE, "THE ALEIM [ELOHIM] WERE REPRESENTED BY MEN WHO, WHEN SCULPTURING THE FORM OF AN ADAMITE BEING, OF A MAN, TRACED THE OUTLINE OF IT ON THEIR OWN SHADOW, OR MODELLED IT ON THEIR OWN SHADOW TRACED ON THE WALL. THIS IS HOW THE ART OF DRAWING ORIGINATED IN EGYPT, AND THE HIEROGLYPHIC FIGURES CARVED ON THE EGYPTIAN MONUMENTS HAVE SO LITTLE RELIEF THAT THEY STILL RESEMBLE A SHADOW." IN THE RITUALISM OF THE EARLY JEWISH MYSTERIES THE PAGEANTRY OF CREATION WAS ENACTED, THE VARIOUS ACTORS IMPERSONATING THE CREATIVE AGENCIES. THE RED DIRT FROM WHICH THE ADAMIC MAN WAS FASHIONED MAY SIGNIFY FIRE, PARTICULARLY SINCE ADAM IS RELATED TO THE YOD, OR FIRE FLAME, WHICH IS THE FIRST LETTER OF THE SACRED NAME JEHOVAH. IN JOHN II. 20 IT IS WRITTEN THAT THE TEMPLE WAS FORTY AND SIX YEARS IN THE BUILDING, A STATEMENT IN WHICH ST. AUGUSTINE SEES A SECRET AND SACRED GEMATRIA; FOR, ACCORDING TO THE GREEK PHILOSOPHY OF NUMBERS, THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THE NAME ADAM IS 46. ADAM THUS BECOMES THE TYPE OF THE TEMPLE, FOR THE HOUSE OF GOD-LIKE PRIMITIVE MAN--WAS A MICROCOSM OR EPITOME OF THE UNIVERSE. IN THE MYSTERIES, ADAM IS ACCREDITED WITH HAVING THE PECULIAR POWER OF SPIRITUAL GENERATION. INSTEAD OF REPRODUCING HIS KIND BY THE PHYSICAL GENERATIVE PROCESSES, HE CAUSED TO ISSUE FROM HIMSELF--OR, MORE CORRECTLY, TO BE REFLECTED UPON SUBSTANCE--A SHADOW OF---
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NOAH AND HIS ZODIACAL ARK.
---THE EARLY CHURCH FATHER--NOTABLY TERTULLIAN, FIRMILIAN, ST. CYPRIAN, ST. AUGUSTINE, AND ST. CHRYSOSTOM--RECOGNIZED IN THE ARK A TYPE OR SYMBOL OF THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH. BEDE THE VENERABLE, DECLARED THAT NOAH IN ALL THINGS TYPIFIED CHRIST AS NOAH ALONE OF HIS GENERATION WAS JUST, SO CHRIST ALONE WAS WITHOUT SIN. WITH CHRIST THERE WAS A SEVENFOLD SPIRIT OF GRACE: WITH NOAH SEVEN RIGHTEOUS PERSONS. NOAH BY WATER AND WOOD SAVED HIS OWN FAMILY, CHRIST BY BAPTISM AND THE CROSS SAVES CHRISTIANS. THE ARK WAS BUILT OF WOOD THAT DID NOT DECAY. THE CHURCH IS COMPOSED OF MEN WHO WILL LIVE FOREVER, FOR THIS ARK MEANS THE CHURCH WHICH FLOATS UPON THE WAVES OF THE WORLD. THE DIAGRAM SHOWN ABOVE IS ALSO REPRODUCED IN THE ROSICRUCIAN’S, BY HARGRAVE JENNINGS. THIS AUTHOR ADDS TO THE ORIGINAL DIAGRAM APPEARING IN ANTIQUITATUM JUDAICARUM LIBRI IX THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC, PLACING ARIES AT THE HEAD AND CONTINUING IN SEQUENTIAL ORDER TO LEO, WHICH OCCUPIES THE FIFTH CROSS SECTION OF THE ARK. JENNINGS ASSIGNS THE PANEL CONTAINING THE DOOR TO THE UNDIVIDED CONSTELLATION OF VIRGO-LIBRA-SCORPIO (WHICH IS CONTINUED INTO THE FIRST SUBDIVISION OF THE SECOND SECTION) AND THE REMAINING FOUR CRESS SECTIONS TO THE CONSTELLATIONS OF SAGITTARIUS TO PISCES INCLUSIVE. A STUDY OF THE PLATE DISCLOSES THE ARK TO BE DIVIDED INTO ELEVEN MAIN SECTIONS, AND ALONG THE BASE AND ROOF OF EACH SECTION ARE SHOWN THREE SUBDIVISIONS, THUS MAKING IN ALL THE SACRED NUMBER 33. OCCUPYING THE POSITION CORRESPONDING TO THE GENERATIVE SYSTEM OF THE HUMAN BODY WILL ALSO BE NOTED THE CROSS UPON THE DOOR OF THE CENTRAL SECTION. TWO OPENINGS ARE SHOWN IN THE ARK: ONE--THE MAIN DOOR REPRESENTING THE ORIFICE THROUGH WHICH THE ANIMAL LIVES DESCEND INTO PHYSICAL EXISTENCE; THE OTHER A SMALL WINDOW PROXIMATE TO THE CROWN OF THE HEAD THROUGH WHICH THE SPIRIT GAINS LIBERTY ACCORDING TO THE ANCIENT RITES. "WHEN THE ANDROGENIC SCORPIO-VIRGO WAS SEPARATED AND THE BALANCE OR HARMONY MADE FROM SCORPIO, AND PLACED BETWEEN SCORPIO, I.E., MALE, AND VIRGO, I.E., FEMALE, THEN APPEARED THE 32 CONSTELLATIONS OR SIGNS, AS WE NOW HAVE THEM. THE ARK IS THREE STORIES HIGH (PERHAPS TO SYMBOLIZE HEAVEN, MAN, EARTH). IN THE FIGURE OF THE MAN, NOTICE THE PARTING OF THE HAIR IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FOREHEAD AND THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE BEARD, WHISKERS, MOUSTACHE AND THE HAIR, ON THE BACK OF THE NECK AND SHOULDERS (THE QABBALAH.) HIMSELF. THIS SHADOW HE THEN ENSOULED AND IT BECAME A LIVING CREATURE. THESE SHADOWS, HOWEVER, REMAIN ONLY AS LONG AS THE ORIGINAL FIGURE OF WHICH THEY ARE THE REFLECTIONS ENDURES, FOR WITH THE REMOVAL OF THE ORIGINAL THE HOST OF LIKENESSES VANISH WITH IT. HEREIN IS THE KEY TO THE ALLEGORICAL CREATION OF EVE OUT OF THE SIDE OF ADAM; FOR ADAM, REPRESENTATIVE OF THE IDEA OR PATTERN, IS REFLECTED INTO THE MATERIAL UNIVERSE AS A MULTITUDE OF ENSOULED IMAGES WHICH COLLECTIVELY ARE DESIGNATED EVE. ACCORDING TO ANOTHER THEORY, THE DIVISION OF THE SEXES TOOK PLACE IN THE ARCHETYPAL SPHERE; HENCE THE SHADOWS IN THE LOWER WORLD WERE DIVIDED INTO TWO CLASSES CONSISTENT WITH THE ORDERS ESTABLISHED IN THE ARCHETYPE. IN THE APPARENTLY INCOMPREHENSIBLE ATTRACTION OF ONE SEX FOR THE OTHER PLATO RECOGNIZED A COSMIC URGE TOWARD REUNION OF THE SEVERED HALVES OF THIS ARCHETYPAL BEING. EXACTLY WHAT IS TO BE INFERRED BY THE DIVISION OF THE SEXES AS SYMBOLICALLY DESCRIBED IN GENESIS IS A MUCH-DEBATED QUESTION. THAT MAN WAS PRIMARILY ANDROGYNOUS IS QUITE UNIVERSALLY CONCEDED AND IT IS A REASONABLE PRESUMPTION THAT HE WILL ULTIMATELY REGAIN THIS BISEXUAL STATE. AS TO THE MANNER IN WHICH THIS WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED TWO OPINIONS ARE ADVANCED. ONE SCHOOL OF THOUGHT AFFIRMS THAT THE HUMAN SOUL WAS ACTUALLY DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS (MALE AND FEMALE) AND THAT MAN REMAINS AN UNPERFECTED CREATURE UNTIL THESE PARTS ARE REUNITED THROUGH THE EMOTION WHICH MAN CALLS LOVE. FROM THIS CONCEPT HAS GROWN THE MUCH-ABUSED DOCTRINE OF "SOUL MATES" WHO MUST QUEST THROUGH THE AGES UNTIL THE COMPLEMENTARY PART OF EACH SEVERED SOUL IS DISCOVERED. THE MODERN CONCEPT OF MARRIAGE IS TO A CERTAIN DEGREE FOUNDED UPON THIS IDEAL. ACCORDING TO THE OTHER SCHOOL, THE SO-CALLED DIVISION OF THE SEXES RESULTED FROM SUPPRESSION OF ONE POLE OF THE ANDROGYNOUS BEING IN ORDER THAT THE VITAL ENERGIES MANIFESTING THROUGH IT MIGHT BE DIVERTED TO DEVELOPMENT OF THE RATIONAL FACULTIES. FROM THIS POINT OF VIEW MAN IS STILL ACTUALLY ANDROGYNOUS AND SPIRITUALLY COMPLETE, BUT IN THE MATERIAL WORLD THE FEMININE PART OF MAN'S NATURE AND THE MASCULINE PART OF WOMAN'S NATURE ARE QUIESCENT. THROUGH SPIRITUAL UNFOLDMENT AND KNOWLEDGE IMPARTED BY THE MYSTERIES, HOWEVER, THE LATENT ELEMENT IN EACH NATURE IS GRADUALLY BROUGHT INTO ACTIVITY AND ULTIMATELY THE HUMAN BEING THUS REGAINS SEXUAL EQUILIBRIUM. BY THIS THEORY WOMAN IS ELEVATED FROM THE POSITION OF BEING MAN'S ERRANT PART TO ONE OF COMPLETE EQUALITY. FROM THIS POINT OF VIEW, MARRIAGE IS REGARDED AS A COMPANIONSHIP IN WHICH TWO COMPLETE INDIVIDUALITIES MANIFESTING OPPOSITE POLARITIES ARE BROUGHT INTO ASSOCIATION THAT EACH MAY THEREBY AWAKEN THE QUALITIES LATENT IN THE OTHER AND THUS ASSIST IN THE ATTAINMENT OF INDIVIDUAL COMPLETENESS. THE FIRST THEORY MAY BE SAID TO REGARD MARRIAGE AS AN END; THE SECOND AS A MEANS TO AN END. THE DEEPER SCHOOLS OF PHILOSOPHY HAVE LEANED TOWARD THE LATTER AS MORE ADEQUATELY ACKNOWLEDGING THE INFINITE POTENTIALITIES OF DIVINE COMPLETENESS IN BOTH ASPECTS OF CREATION. THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IS FUNDAMENTALLY OPPOSED TO THE THEORY OF MARRIAGE, CLAIMING THAT THE HIGHEST DEGREE OF SPIRITUALITY IS ACHIEVABLE ONLY BY THOSE PRESERVING THE VIRGINAL STATE. THIS CONCEPT SEEMINGLY ORIGINATED AMONG CERTAIN SECTS OF THE EARLY GNOSTIC CHRISTIANS, WHO TAUGHT THAT TO PROPAGATE THE HUMAN SPECIES WAS TO INCREASE AND PERPETUATE THE POWER OF THE DEMIURGUS; FOR THE LOWER WORLD WAS LOOKED UPON AS AN EVIL FABRICATION CREATED TO ENSNARE THE SOULS OF ALL BORN INTO IT--HENCE IT WAS A CRIME TO ASSIST IN BRINGING SOULS TO EARTH. WHEN, THEREFORE, THE UNFORTUNATE FATHER OR MOTHER SHALL STAND BEFORE THE FINAL TRIBUNAL, ALL THEIR OFFSPRING WILL ALSO APPEAR AND ACCUSE THEM OF BEING THE CAUSE OF THOSE MISERIES, ATTENDANT UPON PHYSICAL EXISTENCE. THIS VIEW IS STRENGTHENED BY THE ALLEGORY OF ADAM AND EVE, WHOSE SIN THROUGH WHICH HUMANITY HAS BEEN BROUGHT LOW IS UNIVERSALLY ADMITTED TO HAVE BEEN CONCERNED WITH THE MYSTERY OF GENERATION. MANKIND, OWING TO FATHER ADAM ITS PHYSICAL EXISTENCE, REGARDS ITS PROGENITOR AS THE PRIMARY CAUSE OF ITS MISERY; AND IN THE JUDGMENT DAY, RISING UP AS A MIGHTY PROGENY, WILL ACCUSE ITS COMMON PATERNAL ANCESTOR. THOSE GNOSTIC SECTS MAINTAINING A MORE RATIONAL ATTITUDE ON THE SUBJECT DECLARED THE VERY EXISTENCE OF THE LOWER WORLDS TO SIGNIFY THAT THE SUPREME CREATOR HAD A DEFINITE PURPOSE IN THEIR CREATION; TO DOUBT HIS JUDGMENT WAS, THEREFORE, A GRIEVOUS ERROR. THE CHURCH, HOWEVER, SEEMINGLY ARROGATED TO ITSELF THE ASTONISHING PREROGATIVE OF CORRECTING GOD IN THIS RESPECT, FOR WHEREVER POSSIBLE IT CONTINUED TO IMPOSE CELIBACY, A PRACTICE RESULTING IN AN ALARMING NUMBER OF NEUROTICS. IN THE MYSTERIES, CELIBACY IS RESERVED FOR THOSE WHO HAVE REACHED A CERTAIN DEGREE OF SPIRITUAL UNFOLDMENT. WHEN ADVOCATED FOR THE MASS OF UNENLIGHTENED HUMANITY, HOWEVER, IT BECOMES A DANGEROUS HERESY, FATAL ALIKE TO BOTH RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY. AS CHRISTENDOM IN ITS FANATICISM HAS BLAMED EVERY INDIVIDUAL JEW FOR THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS, SO WITH EQUAL CONSISTENCY IT HAS MALIGNED EVERY MEMBER OF THE FEMININE SEX. IN VINDICATION OF EVE PHILOSOPHY CLAIMS THAT THE ALLEGORY SIGNIFIES MERELY THAT MAN IS TEMPTED BY HIS EMOTIONS TO DEPART FROM THE SURE PATH OF REASON. MANY OF THE EARLY CHURCH FATHERS SOUGHT TO ESTABLISH A DIRECT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ADAM AND CHRIST, THEREBY OBVIOUSLY DISCOUNTING THE EXTREMELY SINFUL NATURE OF MAN'S COMMON ANCESTOR, SINCE IT IS QUITE CERTAIN THAT WHEN ST. AUGUSTINE LIKENS ADAM TO CHRIST AND EVE TO THE CHURCH HE DOES NOT INTEND TO BRAND THE LATTER INSTITUTION AS THE DIRECT CAUSE OF THE [SEXUAL] FALL OF MAN. FOR SOME INEXPLICABLE REASON, HOWEVER, RELIGION HAS EVER REGARDED INTELLECTUALISM--IN FACT EVERY FORM OF KNOWLEDGE--AS FATAL TO MAN'S SPIRITUAL GROWTH. THE IGNARATITINE FRIARS ARE AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF THIS ATTITUDE. IN THIS RITUALISTIC DRAMA--POSSIBLY DERIVED FROM THE EGYPTIANS--ADAM, BANISHED FROM THE GARDEN OF EDEN, REPRESENTS MAN PHILOSOPHICALLY EXILED FROM THE SPHERE OF TRUTH. THROUGH IGNORANCE MAN FALLS; THROUGH WISDOM HE REDEEMS HIMSELF. THE GARDEN OF EDEN REPRESENTS THE HOUSE OF THE MYSTERIES (SEE THE VISION OF ENOCH) IN THE MIDST OF WHICH GREW BOTH THE TREE OF LIFE AND THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. MAN, THE BANISHED ADAM, SEEKS TO PASS FROM THE OUTER COURT OF THE SANCTUARY (THE EXTERIOR UNIVERSE) INTO THE SANCTUM SANCTORUM, BUT BEFORE HIM RISES A VAST CREATURE ARMED WITH A FLASHING SWORD THAT, MOVING SLOWLY BUT CONTINUALLY, SWEEPS CLEAR A WIDE CIRCLE, AND THROUGH THIS "RING PASS NOT" THE ADAMIC MAN CANNOT BREAK. THE CHERUBIM ADDRESS THE SEEKER THUS: "MAN, THOU ART DUST AND TO DUST THOU SHALT RETURN. THOU WERT FASHIONED BY THE BUILDER OF FORMS; THOU BELONG TO THE SPHERE OF FORM, AND THE BREATH THAT WAS BREATHED INTO THY SOUL WAS THE BREATH OF FORM AND LIKE A FLAME IT SHALL FLICKER OUT. MORE THAN THOU ART THOU CANST NOT BE. THOU ART A DENIZEN OF THE OUTER WORLD AND IT IS FORBIDDEN THEE TO ENTER THIS INNER PLACE." AND THE ADAM REPLIES: "MANY TIMES HAVE I STOOD WITHIN THIS COURTYARD AND BEGGED ADMISSION TO MY FATHER'S HOUSE AND THOU HAST REFUSED IT ME AND SENT ME BACK TO WANDER IN DARKNESS. TRUE IT IS THAT I WAS FASHIONED OUT OF THE DIRT AND THAT MY MAKER COULD NOT CONFER UPON ME THE BOON OF IMMORTALITY. BUT NO MORE SHALT THOU SEND ME AWAY; FOR, WANDERING IN THE DARKNESS, I HAVE DISCOVERED THAT THE ALMIGHTY HATH DECREED MY SALVATION BECAUSE HE HATH SENT OUT OF THE MOST HIDDEN MYSTERY HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN WHO DIDST TAKE UPON HIMSELF THE WORLD FASHIONED BY THE DEMIURGUS. UPON THE ELEMENTS OF THAT WORLD WAS HE CRUCIFIED AND FROM HIM HATH POURED FORTH THE BLOOD OF MY SALVATION. AND GOD, ENTERING INTO HIS CREATION, HATH QUICKENED IT AND ESTABLISHED THEREIN A ROAD THAT LEADETH TO HIMSELF. WHILE MY MAKER COULD NOT GIVE ME IMMORTALITY, IMMORTALITY WAS INHERENT IN THE VERY DUST OF WHICH I WAS COMPOSED, FOR BEFORE THE WORLD WAS FABRICATED AND BEFORE THE DEMIURGUS BECAME THE REGENT OF NATURE THE ETERNAL LIFE HAD IMPRESSED ITSELF UPON THE FACE OF COSMOS. THIS IS ITS SIGN--THE CROSS. DO YOU NOW DENY ME ENTRANCE, I WHO HAVE AT LAST LEARNED THE MYSTERY OF MYSELF?" AND THE VOICE REPLIES: "HE WHO IS AWARE, IS! BEHOLD!" GAZING ABOUT HIM, ADAM FINDS HIMSELF IN A RADIANT PLACE, IN THE MIDST OF WHICH STANDS A TREE WITH FLASHING JEWELS FOR FRUIT AND ENTWINED ABOUT ITS TRUNK A FLAMING, WINGED SERPENT CROWNED WITH A DIADEM OF STARS. IT WAS THE VOICE OF THE SERPENT THAT HAD SPOKEN. "WHO ART THOU?" DEMANDS THE ADAM.  "I," THE SERPENT ANSWERS, "AM SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WHO WAS STONED; I AM THE ADVERSARY--THE LORD WHO IS AGAINST YOU, THE ONE WHO PLEADS FOR YOUR DESTRUCTION BEFORE THE ETERNAL TRIBUNAL. I WAS YOUR ENEMY UPON THE DAY THAT YOU WERE FORMED; I HAVE LED YOU INTO TEMPTATION; I HAVE DELIVERED YOU INTO THE HANDS OF EVIL; I HAVE MALIGNED YOU; I HAVE STRIVEN EVER TO ACHIEVE YOUR UNDOING. I AM THE GUARDIAN OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE AND I HAVE SWORN THAT NONE WHOM I CAN LEAD ASTRAY SHALL PARTAKE OF ITS FRUITS." THE ADAM REPLIES: "FOR UNCOUNTED AGES HAVE I BEEN THY SERVANT. IN MY IGNORANCE I LISTENED TO THY WORDS AND THEY LED ME INTO PATHS OF SORROW. THOU HAST PLACED IN MY MIND DREAMS OF POWER, AND WHEN I STRUGGLED TO REALIZE THOSE DREAMS, THEY BROUGHT ME NAUGHT BUT PAIN. THOU HAST SOWED IN ME THE SEEDS OF DESIRE, AND WHEN I LUSTED AFTER THE THINGS OF THE FLESH AGONY WAS MY ONLY RECOMPENSE. THOU HAST SENT ME FALSE PROPHETS AND FALSE REASONING, AND WHEN I STROVE TO GRASP THE MAGNITUDE OF TRUTH, I FOUND THY LAWS WERE FALSE AND ONLY DISMAY REWARDED MY STRIVINGS. I AM DONE WITH THEE FOREVER, O ARTFUL SPIRIT! I HAVE TIRED OF THY WORLD OF ILLUSIONS. NO LONGER WILL I LABOR IN THY VINEYARDS OF INIQUITY. GET THEE BEHIND ME, TEMPTER, AND THE HOST OF THY TEMPTATIONS. THERE IS NO HAPPINESS, NO PEACE, NO GOOD, NO FUTURE IN THE DOCTRINES OF SELFISHNESS, HATE, AND PASSION PREACHED BY THEE. ALL THESE THINGS DO I CAST ASIDE. RENOUNCED IS THY RULE FOREVER!" AND THE SERPENT MAKES ANSWER: "BEHOLD, O ADAM, THE NATURE OF THY ADVERSARY!" THE SERPENT DISAPPEARS IN A BLINDING SUNBURST OF RADIANCE AND IN ITS PLACE STANDS AN ANGEL RESPLENDENT IN SHINING, GOLDEN GARMENTS WITH GREAT SCARLET WINGS THAT SPREAD FROM ONE CORNER OF THE HEAVENS TO THE OTHER. DISMAYED AND AWESTRUCK, THE ADAM FALLS BEFORE THE DIVINE CREATURE. "I AM THE LORD WHO IS AGAINST THEE AND THUS ACCOMPLISHES THY SALVATION, " CONTINUES THE VOICE. "THOU HAST HATED ME, BUT THROUGH THE AGES YET TO BE THOU SHALT BLESS ME, FOR I HAVE LED THEE OUR OF THE SPHERE OF THE DEMIURGUS; I HAVE TURNED THEE AGAINST THE ILLUSION OF WORLDLINESS; I HAVE WEANED THEE OF DESIRE; I HAVE AWAKENED IN THY SOUL THE IMMORTALITY OF WHICH I MYSELF PARTAKE. FOLLOW ME, O ADAM, FOR I AM THE WAY, THE LIFE, AND THE TRUTH!" 
AN ANALYSIS OF TAROT CARDS
OPINIONS OF AUTHORITIES DIFFER WIDELY CONCERNING THE ORIGIN OF PLAYING CARDS, THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH THEY WERE INTENDED, AND THE TIME OF THEIR INTRODUCTION INTO EUROPE. IN HIS RESEARCHES INTO THE HISTORY OF PLAYING CARDS, SAMUEL WELLER SINGER ADVANCES THE OPINION THAT CARDS REACHED SOUTHERN EUROPE FROM INDIA BY WAY OF ARABIA. IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE TAROT CARDS WERE PART OF THE MAGICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL LORE SECURED BY THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS FROM THE SARACENS OR ONE OF THE MYSTICAL SECTS THEN FLOURISHING IN SYRIA. RETURNING TO EUROPE, THE TEMPLARS, TO AVOID PERSECUTION, CONCEALED THE ARCANE MEANING OF THE SYMBOLS BY INTRODUCING THE LEAVES OF THEIR MAGICAL BOOK OSTENSIBLY AS A DEVICE FOR AMUSEMENT AND GAMBLING. IN SUPPORT OF THIS CONTENTION, MRS. JOHN KING VAN RENSSELAER STATES: "THAT CARDS WERE BROUGHT BY THE HOME-RETURNING WARRIORS, WHO IMPORTED MANY OF THE NEWLY ACQUIRED CUSTOMS AND HABITS OF THE ORIENT TO THEIR OWN COUNTRIES, SEEMS TO BE A WELL-ESTABLISHED FACT; AND IT DOES NOT CONTRADICT THE STATEMENT MADE BY SOME WRITERS WHO DECLARED THAT THE GYPSIES--WHO ABOUT THAT TIME BEGAN TO WANDER OVER EUROPE--BROUGHT WITH THEM AND INTRODUCED CARDS, WHICH THEY USED, AS THEY DO AT THE PRESENT DAY, FOR DIVINING THE FUTURE." (THE DEVIL'S PICTURE BOOKS.) THROUGH THE GYPSIES THE TAROT CARDS MAY BE TRACED BACK TO THE RELIGIOUS SYMBOLISM OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS. IN HIS REMARKABLE WORK, THE GYPSIES, SAMUEL ROBERTS PRESENTS AMPLE PROOF OF THEIR EGYPTIAN ORIGIN. IN ONE PLACE HE WRITES: "WHEN GYPSIES ORIGINALLY ARRIVED IN ENGLAND IS VERY UNCERTAIN. THEY ARE FIRST NOTICED IN OUR LAWS, BY SEVERAL STATUTES AGAINST THEM IN THE REIGN OF HENRY VIII.; IN WHICH THEY ARE DESCRIBED AS 'AN OUTLANDISH PEOPLE, CALLING THEMSELVES EGYPTIANS, WHO DO NOT PROFESS ANY CRAFT OR TRADE, BUT GO ABOUT IN GREAT NUMBERS...'" A CURIOUS LEGEND RELATES THAT AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SERAPEUM IN ALEXANDRIA, THE LARGE BODY OF ATTENDANT PRIESTS BANDED THEMSELVES TOGETHER TO PRESERVE THE SECRETS OF THE RITES OF SERAPIS. THEIR DESCENDANTS (GYPSIES) CARRYING WITH THEM THE MOST PRECIOUS OF THE VOLUMES SAVED FROM THE BURNING LIBRARY--THE BOOK OF ENOCH, OR THOTH (THE TAROT) BECAME WANDERERS UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, REMAINING A PEOPLE APART WITH AN ANCIENT LANGUAGE AND A BIRTHRIGHT OF MAGIC AND MYSTERY. COURT DE GÉBELIN BELIEVED THE WORD TAROT ITSELF TO BE DERIVED FROM TWO EGYPTIAN WORDS, TAR, MEANING "ROAD," AND RO, MEANING "ROYAL." THUS, THE TAROT CONSTITUTES THE ROYAL ROAD TO WISDOM. (LE MONDE PRIMITIF.) IN HIS HISTORY OF MAGIC, P. CHRISTIAN, THE MOUTHPIECE OF A CERTAIN FRENCH SECRET SOCIETY, PRESENTS A FANTASTIC ACCOUNT OF A PURPORTED INITIATION INTO THE EGYPTIAN MYSTERIES WHEREIN THE 22 MAJOR TAROTS ASSUME THE PROPORTIONS OF TRESTLE-BOARDS OF IMMENSE SIZE AND LINE A GREAT GALLERY. STOPPING BEFORE EACH CARD IN TURN, THE INITIATOR DESCRIBED ITS SYMBOLISM TO THE CANDIDATE. EDOUARD SCHURÉ, WHOSE SOURCE OF INFORMATION WAS SIMILAR TO THAT OF CHRISTIAN'S, HINTS AT THE SAME CEREMONY IN HIS CHAPTER ON INITIATION INTO THE HERMETIC MYSTERIES. (THE GREAT INITIATES.) WHILE THE EGYPTIANS MAY WELL HAVE EMPLOYED THE TAROT CARDS IN THEIR RITUALS, THESE FRENCH MYSTICS PRESENT NO EVIDENCE OTHER THAN THEIR OWN ASSERTIONS TO SUPPORT THIS THEORY. THE VALIDITY ALSO OF THE SO-CALLED EGYPTIAN TAROTS NOW IN CIRCULATION HAS NEVER BEEN SATISFACTORILY ESTABLISHED. THE DRAWINGS ARE NOT ONLY QUITE MODEM BUT THE SYMBOLISM ITSELF SAVORS OF FRENCH RATHER THAN EGYPTIAN INFLUENCE. THE TAROT IS UNDOUBTEDLY A VITAL ELEMENT IN ROSICRUCIAN SYMBOLISM, POSSIBLY THE VERY BOOK OF UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE WHICH THE MEMBERS OF THE ORDER CLAIMED TO POSSESS. THE ROTA MUNDI IS A TERM FREQUENTLY OCCURRING IN THE EARLY MANIFESTOES OF THE FRATERNITY OF THE ROSE CROSS. THE WORD ROTA BY A REARRANGEMENT OF ITS LETTERS BECOMES TARO, THE ANCIENT NAME OF THESE MYSTERIOUS CARDS. W. F. C. WIGSTON HAS DISCOVERED EVIDENCE THAT SIR FRANCIS BACON EMPLOYED THE TAROT SYMBOLISM IN HIS CIPHERS. THE NUMBERS 21, 56, AND 78, WHICH ARE ALL DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE DIVISIONS OF THE TAROT DECK, ARE FREQUENTLY INVOLVED IN BACON'S CRYPTOGRAMS. IN THE GREAT SHAKESPEARIAN, FOLIO OF 1623 THE CHRISTIAN NAME OF LORD BACON APPEARS 21 TIMES ON PAGE 56 OF THE HISTORIES. (THE COLUMBUS OF LITERATURE.) MANY SYMBOLS APPEARING UPON THE TAROT CARDS HAVE DEFINITE MASONIC INTEREST. THE PYTHAGOREAN NUMEROLOGIST WILL ALSO FIND AN IMPORTANT RELATIONSHIP TO EXIST BETWEEN THE NUMBERS ON THE CARDS AND THE DESIGNS ACCOMPANYING THE NUMBERS. THE QABBALIST WILL BE IMMEDIATELY IMPRESSED BY THE SIGNIFICANT SEQUENCE OF THE CARDS, AND THE ALCHEMIST WILL DISCOVER CERTAIN EMBLEMS MEANINGLESS SAVE TO ONE VERSED IN THE DIVINE CHEMISTRY OF TRANSMUTATION AND REGENERATION.' AS THE GREEKS PLACED THE LETTERS OF THEIR ALPHABET--WITH THEIR CORRESPONDING NUMBERS--UPON THE VARIOUS PARTS OF THE BODY OF THEIR HUMANLY REPRESENTED LOGOS, SO THE TAROT CARDS HAVE AN ANALOGY NOT ONLY IN THE PARTS AND MEMBERS OF THE UNIVERSE BUT ALSO IN THE DIVISIONS OF THE HUMAN BODY. THEY ARE IN FACT THE KEY TO THE MAGICAL CONSTITUTION OF MAN. THE TAROT CARDS MUST BE CONSIDERED (1) AS SEPARATE AND COMPLETE HIEROGLYPHS, EACH REPRESENTING A DISTINCT PRINCIPLE, LAW, POWER, OR ELEMENT IN NATURE; (2) IN RELATION TO EACH OTHER AS THE EFFECT OF ONE AGENT OPERATING UPON ANOTHER; AND (3) AS VOWELS AND CONSONANTS OF A PHILOSOPHIC ALPHABET. THE LAWS GOVERNING ALL PHENOMENA ARE REPRESENTED BY THE SYMBOLS UPON THE TAROT CARDS, WHOSE NUMERICAL VALUES ARE EQUAL TO THE NUMERICAL EQUIVALENTS OF THE PHENOMENA. AS EVERY STRUCTURE CONSISTS OF CERTAIN ELEMENTAL PARTS, SO THE TAROT CARDS REPRESENT THE COMPONENTS OF THE STRUCTURE OF PHILOSOPHY. IRRESPECTIVE OF THE SCIENCE OR PHILOSOPHY WITH WHICH THE STUDENT IS WORKING, THE TAROT CARDS CAN BE IDENTIFIED WITH THE ESSENTIAL CONSTITUENTS OF HIS SUBJECT, EACH CARD THUS BEING RELATED TO A SPECIFIC PART ACCORDING TO MATHEMATICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL LAWS. "AN IMPRISONED PERSON," WRITES ELIPHAS LEVI, "WITH NO OTHER BOOK THAN THE TAROT, IF HE KNEW HOW TO USE IT, COULD IN A FEW YEARS ACQUIRE UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE, AND WOULD BE ABLE TO SPEAK ON ALL SUBJECTS WITH UNEQUALLED LEARNING AND INEXHAUSTIBLE ELOQUENCE. " (TRANSCENDENTAL MAGIC.) THE DIVERSE OPINIONS OF EMINENT AUTHORITIES ON THE TAROT SYMBOLISM ARE QUITE IRRECONCILABLE. THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE SCHOLARLY COURT DE GÉBELIN AND THE BIZARRE GRAND ETTEILA--THE FIRST AUTHORITIES ON THE SUBJECT--NOT ONLY ARE AT RADICAL VARIANCE BUT BOTH ARE EQUALLY DISCREDITED BY LEVI, WHOSE ARRANGEMENT OF THE TAROT TRUMPS WAS REJECTED IN TURN BY ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE AND PAUL CASE AS BEING AN EFFORT TO MISLEAD STUDENTS. THE FOLLOWERS OF LEVI--ESPECIALLY PAPUS, CHRISTIAN, WESTCOTT, AND SCHURÉ-ARE REGARDED BY THE "REFORMED TAROTISTS" AS HONEST BUT BENIGHTED INDIVIDUALS WHO WANDERED IN DARKNESS FOR LACK OF PAMELA COLEMAN SMITH'S NEW DECK OF TAROT CARDS WITH REVISIONS BY MR. WAITE. MOST WRITERS ON THE TAROT (MR. WAITE A NOTABLE EXCEPTION) HAVE PROCEEDED UPON THE HYPOTHESIS THAT THE 22 MAJOR TRUMPS REPRESENT THE LETTERS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET. THIS SUPPOSITION IS BASED UPON NOTHING MORE SUBSTANTIAL THAN THE COINCIDENCE THAT BOTH CONSIST OF 22 PARTS. THAT POSTEL, ST. MARTIN, AND LEVI ALL WROTE BOOKS DIVIDED INTO SECTIONS CORRESPONDING TO THE MAJOR TAROTS IS AN INTERESTING SIDELIGHT ON THE SUBJECT. THE MAJOR TRUMP CARDS PORTRAY INCIDENTS FROM THE BOOK OF REVELATION; AND THE APOCALYPSE OF ST. JOHN IS ALSO DIVIDED INTO 22 CHAPTERS. ASSUMING THE QABBALAH TO HOLD THE SOLUTION TO THE TAROT RIDDLE, SEEKERS HAVE OFTEN IGNORED OTHER POSSIBLE LINES OF RESEARCH. THE TASK, HOWEVER, OF DISCOVERING THE PROPER RELATIONSHIP SUSTAINED BY THE TAROT TRUMPS TO THE LETTERS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET AND THE PATHS OF WISDOM THUS FAR HAS NOT MET WITH ANY GREAT---
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EARLY PORTUGUESE CARDS.
[bookmark: img_13100]IN WRITING OF THE DECK FROM WHICH THE FOUR CAVALIERS (JACKS) HERE REPRODUCED WERE TAKEN, WILLIAM ANDREW CHATTO NOTES: "SOME OF THE SPECIMENS OF PORTUGUESE CARDS GIVEN IN THE 'JEUX DE CARTES, TAROTS ET DE CARTES NUMÉRALES' HAVE VERY MUCH THE APPEARANCE OF HAVING BEEN ORIGINALLY SUGGESTED BY, IF NET COPIED FROM, AN ORIENTAL TYPE; MORE ESPECIALLY IN THE SUITS OF DANARI AND BASTANI,--MONEY AND CLUBS. IN THOSE CARDS THE CIRCULAR FIGURE, GENERALLY UNDERSTOOD AS REPRESENTING DANARI, OR MONEY, IS CERTAINLY MUCH MORE LIKE THE CHAKRA, OR QUOIT OF VICHNOU [VISHNU], AS SEEN IN HINDOSTANIC DRAWINGS, THAN A PIECE OF COIN; WHILE ON THE TOP OF THE CLUB IS A DIAMOND PROPER, WHICH IS ANOTHER OF THE ATTRIBUTES OF THE SAME DEITY." ALSO WORTHY OF NOTE ARE THE ROSICRUCIAN AND MASONIC EMBLEMS APPEARING ON VARIOUS MEDIAEVAL DECKS. AS THE SECRETS OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS WERE OFTEN CONCEALED IN CRYPTIC ENGRAVINGS, IT IS VERY PROBABLE THAT THE ENIGMATIC DIAGRAMS UPON VARIOUS DECKS OF CARDS WERE USED BOTH TO CONCEAL AND TO PERPETUATE THE POLITICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL ARCANA OF THESE ORDERS. THE FRONTISPIECE OF MR. CHATTO'S BOOKS SHOWS A KNAVE OF HEARTS BEARING A SHIELD EMBLAZONED WITH A CROWNED ROSICRUCIAN ROSE. THE MEASURE OF SUCCESS. THE MAJOR TRUMPS OF THE TAROT AND THE 22 LETTERS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET CANNOT BE SYNCHRONIZED WITHOUT FIRST FIXING THE CORRECT PLACE OF THE UNNUMBERED, OR ZERO, CARD--LE MAT, THE FOOL. LEVI PLACES THIS CARD BETWEEN THE 20TH AND 21ST TAROTS, ASSIGNING TO IT THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN (ש). THE SAME ORDER IS FOLLOWED BY PAPUS, CHRISTIAN, AND WAITE, THE LAST, HOWEVER, DECLARING THIS ARRANGEMENT TO BE INCORRECT. WESTCOTT MAKES THE ZERO CARD THE 22ND OF THE TAROT MAJOR TRUMPS. ON THE OTHER HAND, BOTH COURT DE GÉBELIN AND PAUL CASE PLACE THE UNNUMBERED CARD BEFORE THE FIRST NUMBERED CARD OF THE MAJOR TRUMPS, FOR IF THE NATURAL ORDER OF THE NUMBERS (ACCORDING TO EITHER THE PYTHAGOREAN OR QABBALISTIC SYSTEM) BE ADHERED TO, THE ZERO CARD MUST NATURALLY PRECEDE THE NUMBER 1. THIS DOES NOT DISPOSE OF THE PROBLEM, HOWEVER, FOR EFFORTS TO ASSIGN A HEBREW LETTER TO EACH TAROT TRUMP IN SEQUENCE PRODUCE AN EFFECT FAR FROM CONVINCING. MR. WAITE, WHO REEDITED THE TAROT, EXPRESSES HIMSELF THUS: "I AM NOT TO BE INCLUDED AMONG THOSE WHO ARE SATISFIED THAT THERE IS A VALID CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN HEBREW LETTERS AND TAROT TRUMP SYMBOLS." (THE BOOK OF FORMATION) THE REAL EXPLANATION MAY BE THAT THE MAJOR TAROTS NO LONGER ARE IN THE SAME SEQUENCE AS WHEN THEY FORMED THE LEAVES OF HERMES' SACRED BOOK, FOR THE EGYPTIANS--OR EVEN THEIR ARABIAN SUCCESSORS--COULD HAVE PURPOSELY CONFUSED THE CARDS SO THAT THEIR SECRETS MIGHT BE BETTER PRESERVED. MR. CASE HAS DEVELOPED A SYSTEM WHICH, WHILE SUPERIOR TO MOST, DEPENDS LARGELY UPON TWO DEBATABLE POINTS, NAMELY, THE ACCURACY OF MR. WAITE'S REVISED TAROT AND THE JUSTIFICATION FOR ASSIGNING THE FIRST LETTER OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET TO THE UNNUMBERED, OR ZERO, CARD. SINCE ALEPH (THE FIRST HEBREW LETTER) HAS THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 1, ITS ASSIGNMENT TO THE ZERO CARD IS EQUIVALENT TO THE STATEMENT THAT ZERO IS EQUAL TO THE LETTER ALEPH AND THEREFORE SYNONYMOUS WITH THE NUMBER 1. WITH RARE INSIGHT, COURT DE GÉBELIN ASSIGNED THE ZERO CARD TO AIN SOPH, THE UNKNOWABLE FIRST CAUSE. AS THE CENTRAL PANEL OF THE BEMBINE TABLE REPRESENTS THE CREATIVE POWER SURROUNDED BY SEVEN TRIADS OF MANIFESTING DIVINITIES, SO MAY THE ZERO CARD REPRESENT THAT ETERNAL POWER OF WHICH THE 21 SURROUNDING OR MANIFESTING ASPECTS ARE BUT LIMITED EXPRESSIONS. IF THE 21 MAJOR TRUMPS BE CONSIDERED AS LIMITED FORMS EXISTING IN THE ABSTRACT SUBSTANCE OF THE ZERO CARD, IT THEN BECOMES THEIR COMMON DENOMINATOR. WHICH LETTER, THEN, OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET IS THE ORIGIN OF ALL THE REMAINING LETTERS? THE ANSWER IS APPARENT: YOD. IN THE PRESENCE OF SO MANY SPECULATIONS, ONE MORE MAY NOT OFFEND. THE ZERO CARD--LE MAT, THE FOOL--HAS BEEN LIKENED TO THE MATERIAL UNIVERSE BECAUSE THE MORTAL SPHERE IS THE WORLD OF UNREALITY. THE LOWER UNIVERSE, LIKE THE MORTAL BODY OF MAN, IS BUT A GARMENT, A MOTLEY COSTUME, WELL LIKENED TO CAP AND BELLS. BENEATH THE GARMENTS OF THE FOOL IS THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE, HOWEVER, OF WHICH THE JESTER IS BUT A SHADOW; THIS WORLD IS A MARDI GRAS--A PAGEANTRY OF DIVINE SPARKS MASKED IN THE GARB OF FOOLS. WAS NOT THIS, ZERO CARD (THE FOOL) PLACED IN THE TAROT DECK TO DECEIVE ALL WHO COULD NOT PIERCE THE VEIL OF ILLUSION? THE TAROT CARDS WERE ENTRUSTED BY THE ILLUMINED HIEROPHANTS OF THE MYSTERIES INTO THE KEEPING OF THE FOOLISH AND THE IGNORANT, THUS BECOMING PLAYTHINGS--IN MANY INSTANCES EVEN INSTRUMENTS OF VICE. MAN'S EVIL HABITS THEREFORE ACTUALLY BECAME THE UNCONSCIOUS PERPETUATORS OF HIS PHILOSOPHICAL PRECEPTS. "WE MUST ADMIRE THE WISDOM OF THE INITIATES," WRITES PAPUS, "WHO UTILIZED VICE AND MADE IT PRODUCE MORE BENEFICIAL RESULTS THAN VIRTUE." DOES NOT THIS ACT OF THE ANCIENT PRIESTS ITSELF AFFORD PROOF THAT THE ENTIRE MYSTERY OF THE TAROT IS WRAPPED UP IN THE SYMBOLISM OF ITS ZERO CARD? IF KNOWLEDGE WAS THUS ENTRUSTED TO FOOLS, SHOULD IT NOT BE SOUGHT FOR IN THIS CARD? IF LE MAT BE PLACED BEFORE THE FIRST CARD OF THE TAROT DECK AND THE OTHERS LAID OUT IN A HORIZONTAL LINE IN SEQUENCE FROM LEFT TO RIGHT, IT WILL BE FOUND THAT THE FOOL IS WALKING TOWARD THE OTHER TRUMPS AS THOUGH ABOUT TO PASS THROUGH THE VARIOUS CARDS. LIKE THE SPIRITUALLY HOODWINKED AND BOUND NEOPHYTE, LE MAT IS ABOUT TO ENTER UPON THE SUPREME ADVENTURE--THAT OF PASSAGE THROUGH THE GATES OF THE DIVINE WISDOM. IF THE ZERO CARD BE CONSIDERED AS EXTRANEOUS TO THE MAJOR TRUMPS, THIS DESTROYS THE NUMERICAL ANALOGY BETWEEN THESE CARDS AND THE HEBREW LETTERS BY LEAVING ONE LETTER WITHOUT A TAROT CORRESPONDENT. IN THIS EVENT IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO ASSIGN THE MISSING LETTER TO A HYPOTHETICAL TAROT CARD CALLED THE ELEMENTS, ASSUMED TO HAVE BEEN BROKEN UP TO FORM THE 56 CARDS OF THE MINOR TRUMPS. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT EACH OF THE MAJOR TRUMPS MAY BE SUBJECT TO A SIMILAR DIVISION. THE FIRST NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LE BATELEUR, THE JUGGLER, AND ACCORDING TO COURT DE GÉBELIN, INDICATES THE ENTIRE FABRIC OF CREATION TO BE BUT A DREAM, EXISTENCE A JUGGLING OF DIVINE ELEMENTS, AND LIFE A PERPETUAL GAME OF HAZARD. THE SEEMING MIRACLES OF NATURE ARE BUT FEATS OF COSMIC LEGERDEMAIN. MAN IS LIKE THE LITTLE BALL IN THE HANDS OF THE JUGGLER, WHO WAVES HIS WAND AND, PRESTO! THE BALL VANISHES. THE WORLD LOOKING ON DOES NOT REALIZE THAT THE VANISHED ARTICLE IS STILL CLEVERLY CONCEALED BY THE JUGGLER IN THE HOLLOW OF HIS HAND. THIS IS ALSO THE ADEPT WHOM OMAR KHAYYÁM CALLS "THE MASTER OF THE SHOW." HIS MESSAGE IS THAT THE WISE DIRECT THE PHENOMENA OF NATURE AND ARE NEVER DECEIVED THEREBY. THE MAGICIAN STANDS BEHIND A TABLE ON WHICH ARE SPREAD OUT A NUMBER OF OBJECTS, PROMINENT AMONG THEM A CUP--THE HOLY GRAIL AND THE CUP PLACED BY JOSEPH IN BENJAMIN'S SACK; A COIN--THE TRIBUTE MONEY AND THE WAGES OF A MASTER BUILDER, AND A SWORD, THAT OF GOLIATH AND ALSO THE MYSTIC BLADE OF THE PHILOSOPHER WHICH DIVIDES THE FALSE FROM THE TRUE. THE MAGICIAN'S HAT IS IN THE FORM OF THE COSMIC LEMNISCATE, SIGNIFYING THE FIRST MOTION OF CREATION. HIS RIGHT-HAND POINTS TO THE EARTH, HIS LEFT HOLDS ALOFT THE ROD OF JACOB AND ALSO THE STAFF THAT BUDDED--THE HUMAN SPINE CROWNED WITH THE GLOBE OF CREATIVE INTELLIGENCE. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE MAGICIAN WEARS AN URAEUS OR GOLDEN BAND AROUND HIS FOREHEAD, THE TABLE BEFORE HIM IS IN THE FORM OF A PERFECT CUBE, AND HIS GIRDLE IS THE SERPENT OF ETERNITY DEVOURING ITS OWN TAIL. THE SECOND NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LA PAPESSE, THE FEMALE POPE, AND HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH A CURIOUS LEGEND OF THE ONLY WOMAN WHO EVER SAT IN THE PONTIFICAL CHAIR. POPE JOAN IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE ACCOMPLISHED THIS BY MASQUERADING IN MALT ATTIRE, AND WAS STONED TO DEATH WHEN HER SUBTERFUGE WAS DISCOVERED. THIS CARD PORTRAYS A SEATED WOMAN CROWNED WITH A TIARA SURMOUNTED BY A LUNAR CRESCENT. IN HER LAP IS THE TORA, OR BOOK OF THE LAW (USUALLY PARTLY CLOSED), AND IN HER LEFT HAND ARE THE KEYS TO THE SECRET DOCTRINE, ONE GOLD AND THE OTHER SILVER. BEHIND HER RISE TWO PILLARS (JACHIN AND BOAZ) WITH A MULTICOLORED VEIL STRETCHED BETWEEN. HER THRONE STANDS UPON A CHECKER-HOARD FLOOR. A FIGURE CALLED JUNO IS OCCASIONALLY SUBSTITUTED FOR LA PAPESSE. LIKE THE FEMALE HIEROPHANT OF THE MYSTERIES OF CYBELE, THIS SYMBOLIC FIGURE PERSONIFIES THE SHEKINAH, OR DIVINE WISDOM. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE PRIESTESS IS VEILED, A REMINDER THAT THE FULL COUNTENANCE TRUTH IS NOT REVEALED TO UNINITIATED MAN. A VEIL ALSO COVERS ONE-HALF OF HER BOOK, THUS INTIMATING THAT BUT ONE-HALF OF THE MYSTERY OF BEING CAN BE COMPREHENDED. THE THIRD NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED L'IMPÉRATRICE, THE EMPRESS, AND HAS BEEN LIKENED TO THE "WOMAN CLOTHED WITH THE SUN" DESCRIBED IN THE APOCALYPSE. ON THIS CARD APPEARS THE WINGED FIGURE OF A WOMAN SEATED UPON A THRONE, SUPPORTING WITH HER RIGHT HAND A SHIELD EMBLAZONED WITH A PHŒNIX AND HOLDING IN HER LEFT A SCEPTER SURMOUNTED BY AN ORB OR TRIFOLIATE FLOWER. BENEATH HER LEFT FOOT IS SOMETIMES SHOWN THE CRESCENT. EITHER THE EMPRESS IS CROWNED OR HER HEAD IS SURROUNDED BY A DIADEM OF STARS; SOMETIMES BOTH. SHE IS CALLED GENERATION, AND REPRESENTS THE THREEFOLD SPIRITUAL WORLD OUT OF WHICH PROCEEDS THE FOURFOLD MATERIAL WORLD. TO THE GRADUATE OF THE COLLEGE OF THE MYSTERIES SHE IS THE ALMA MATER OUT OF WHOSE BODY THE INITIATE HAS "BORN AGAIN." IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE EMPRESS IS SHOWN SEATED UPON A CUBE FILLED WITH EYES AND A BIRD IS BALANCED UPON THE FOREFINGER OTHER LEFT HAND. THE UPPER PART OF HER BODY IS SURROUNDED BY A RADIANT GOLDEN NIMBUS. BEING EMBLEMATIC OF THE POWER FROM WHICH EMANATES THE ENTIRE TANGIBLE UNIVERSE, L'IMPÉRATRICE IS FREQUENTLY SYMBOLIZED AS PREGNANT. THE FOURTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED L'EMPEREUR, THE EMPEROR, AND BY ITS NUMERICAL VALUE IS DIRECTLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE GREAT DEITY REVERED BY THE PYTHAGOREANS UNDER THE FORM OF THE TETRAD. HIS SYMBOLS DECLARE THE EMPEROR TO BE THE DEMIURGUS, THE GREAT KING OF THE INFERIOR WORLD. THE EMPEROR IS DRESSED IN ARMOR AND HIS THRONE IS A CUBE STONE, UPON WHICH A PHOENIX IS ALSO CLEARLY VISIBLE. THE KING HAS HIS LEGS CROSSED IN A MOST SIGNIFICANT MANNER AND CARRIES EITHER A SCEPTER SURMOUNTED BY AN ORB OR A SCEPTER IN HIS RIGHT HAND AND AN ORB N HIS LEFT. THE ORB ITSELF IS EVIDENCE THAT HE IS SUPREME RULER OF THE WORLD. UPON HIS RIGHT AND LEFT BREASTS RESPECTIVELY APPEAR THE SYMBOLS OF THE SUN AND MOON, WHICH IN SYMBOLISM ARE REFERRED TO AS THE EYES OF THE GREAT KING. THE POSITION OF THE BODY AND LEGS FORMS THE SYMBOL OF SULPHUR, THE SIGN OF THE ANCIENT ALCHEMICAL MONARCH. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE FIGURE IS IN PROFILE. HE WEARS A MASONIC APRON AND THE SKIRT FORMS S RIGHT-ANGLED TRIANGLE. UPON HIS HEAD IS THE CROWN OF THE NORTH AND HIS FOREHEAD IS ADORNED WIT THE COILED URAAEUS. THE FIFTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LE PAPE, THE POPE, AND REPRESENTS THE HIGH PRIEST OF A PAGAN OR CHRISTIAN MYSTERY SCHOOL. IN THIS CARD THE HIEROPHANT WEARS THE TIARA AND CARRIES IN HIS LEFT HAND THE TRIPLE CROSS SURMOUNTING THE GLOBE OF THE WORLD. HIS RIGHT HAND, BEARING UPON ITS BACK THE STIGMATA, MAKES "THE ECCLESIASTIC SIGN OF ESOTERICISM," AND BEFORE HIM KNEEL TWO SUPPLIANTS OR ACOLYTES. THE BACK OF THE PAPAL THRONE IS IN THE FORM OF A CELESTIAL AND A TERRESTRIAL COLUMN. THIS CARD SIGNIFIES THE INITIATE OR MASTER OF THE MYSTERY OF LIFE AND ACCORDING TO THE PYTHAGOREANS, THE SPIRITUAL PHYSICIAN. THE ILLUSIONARY UNIVERSE IN THE FORM OF THE TWO FIGURES (POLARITY) KNEELS BEFORE THE THRONE UPON WHICH SITS THE INITIATE WHO HAS ELEVATED HIS CONSCIOUSNESS TO THE PLANE OF SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING AND REALITY. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE MASTER WEARS THE URAEUS. A WHITE AND A BLACK FIGURE--LIFE AND DEATH, LIGHT AND DARKNESS, GOOD AND EVIL--KNEEL BEFORE HIM. THE INITIATE'S MASTERY OVER UNREALITY IS INDICATED BY THE TIARA AND THE TRIPLE CROSS, EMBLEMS OF RULERSHIP OVER THE THREE WORLDS WHICH HAVE ISSUED FROM THE UNKNOWABLE FIRST CAUSE. THE SIXTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED L'AMOUREUX, THE LOVERS. THERE ARE TWO DISTINCT FORMS OF THIS TAROT. ONE SHOWS A MARRIAGE CEREMONY IN WHICH A PRIEST IS UNITING A YOUTH AND A MAIDEN (ADAM AND EVE?) IN HOLY WEDLOCK. SOMETIMES A WINGED FIGURE ABOVE TRANSFIXES THE LOVERS WITH HIS DART. THE SECOND FORM OF THE CARD PORTRAYS A YOUTH WITH A FEMALE FIGURE ON EITHER SIDE. ONE OF THESE FIGURES WEARS A GOLDEN CROWN AND IS WINGED, WHILE THE OTHER IS ATTIRED IN THE FLOWING ROBES OF THE BACCHANTE AND ON HER HEAD IS A WREATH OF VINE LEAVES. THE MAIDENS REPRESENT THE TWOFOLD SOUL OF MAN (SPIRITUAL AND ANIMAL), THE FIRST HIS GUARDIAN ANGEL AND THE SECOND HIS EVER-PRESENT DEMON. THE YOUTH STANDS AT THE BEGINNING OF MATURE LIFE, "THE PARTING OF THE WAYS," WHERE HE MUST CHOOSE BETWEEN VIRTUE AND VICE, THE ETERNAL AND THE TEMPORAL. ABOVE, IN A HALO OF LIGHT, IS THE GENIUS OF FATE (HIS STAR), MISTAKEN FOR CUPID BY THE UNINFORMED. IF YOUTH CHOOSES UNWISELY, THE ARROW OF BLINDFOLDED FATE WILL TRANSFIX HIM. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE ARROW OF THE GENIUS POINTS DIRECTLY TO THE FIGURE OF VICE, THEREBY SIGNIFYING THAT THE END OF HER PATH IS DESTRUCTION. THIS CARD REMINDS MAN THAT THE PRICE OF FREE WILL--OR, MORE CORRECTLY, THE POWER OF CHOICE--IS RESPONSIBILITY. THE SEVENTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LE CHARIOT, THE CHARIOT, AND PORTRAYS A VICTORIOUS WARRIOR CROWNED AND RIDING IN A CHARIOT DRAWN BY BLACK AND WHITE SPHINXES OR HORSES. THE STARRY CANOPY OF THE CHARIOT IS UPHELD BY FOUR COLUMNS. THIS CARD SIGNIFIES THE EXALTED ONE WHO RIDES IN THE CHARIOT OF CREATION. THE VEHICLE OF THE SOLAR ENERGY BEING NUMBERED SEVEN REVEALS THE ARCANE TRUTH THAT THE SEVEN PLANERS ARE THE CHARIOTS OF THE SOLAR POWER WHICH RIDES VICTORIOUS IN THEIR MIDST. THE FOUR COLUMNS SUPPORTING THE CANOPY REPRESENT THE FOUR MIGHTY ONES WHO UPHOLD THE WORLDS REPRESENTED BY THE STAR-STREWN DRAPERY. THE FIGURE CARRIES THE SCEPTER OF THE SOLAR ENERGY AND ITS SHOULDERS ARE ORNAMENTED WITH LUNAR CRESCENTS--THE URIM. AND THUMMIM. THE SPHINXES DRAWING THE CHARIOT RESENT THE SECRET AND UNKNOWN POWER BY WHICH THE VICTORIOUS RULER IS MOVED CONTINUOUSLY THROUGH THE VARIOUS PARTS OF HIS UNIVERSE. IN CERTAIN TAROT DECKS THE VICTOR SIGNIFIES THE REGENERATED MAN, FOR THE BODY OF THE CHARIOT IS A CUBIC STONE. THE MAN IN ARMOR IS NOT STANDING IN THE CHARIOT BUT IS RISING OUT OF THE CUBE, THUS TYPIFYING THE ASCENSION OF THE 3 OUT OF THE 4--THE TURNING UPWARD OF THE FLAP OF THE MASTER MASON'S APRON. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE WARRIOR CARRIES THE CURVED SWORD OF LUNA, IS BEARDED TO SIGNIFY MATURITY, AND WEARS THE COLLAR OF THE PLANETARY ORBITS. HIS SCEPTER (EMBLEMATIC OF THE THREEFOLD UNIVERSE) IS CROWNED WITH A SQUARE UPON WHICH IS A CIRCLE SURMOUNTED BY A TRIANGLE. THE EIGHTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LA JUSTICE, JUSTICE, AND PORTRAYS A SEATED FIGURE UPON A THRONE, THE BACK OF WHICH RISES IN THE FORM OF TWO COLUMNS. JUSTICE IS CROWNED AND CARRIES IN HER RIGHT HAND A SWORD AND IN HER LEFT A PAIR OF SCALES. THIS CARD IS A REMINDER OF THE JUDGMENT OF THE SOUL IN THE HALL OF OSIRIS. IT TEACHES THAT ONLY BALANCED FORCES CAN ENDURE AND THAT ETERNAL JUSTICE DESTROYS WITH THE SWORD THAT WHICH IS UNBALANCED. SOMETIMES JUSTICE IS DEPICTED WITH A BRAID OF HER OWN HAIR TWISTED AROUND HER NECK IN A MANNER RESEMBLING A HANGMAN'S KNOT. THIS MAY SUBTLY IMPLY THAT MAN IS THE CAUSE OF HIS OWN UNDOING, HIS ACTIONS (SYMBOLIZED BY HIS HAIR) BEING THE INSTRUMENT OF HIS ANNIHILATION. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE FIGURE OF JUSTICE IS RAISED UPON A DAIS OF THREE STEPS, FOR JUSTICE CAN BE FULLY ADMINISTERED ONLY BY SUCH AS HAVE BEEN ELEVATED TO THE THIRD DEGREE. JUSTICE IS BLINDFOLDED, THAT THE VISIBLE SHALL IN NO WAY INFLUENCE ITS DECISION. (FOR REASONS HE CONSIDERS BEYOND HIS READERS' INTELLIGENCE, MR. WAITE REVERSED THE EIGHTH AND ELEVENTH MAJOR TRUMPS.) THE NINTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED L'HERMITE, THE HERMIT, AND PORTRAYS AN AGED MAN, ROBED IN A MONKISH HABIT AND COWL, LEANING ON A STAFF. THIS CARD WAS POPULARLY SUPPOSED TO REPRESENT DIOGENES IN HIS QUEST FOR AN HONEST MAN. IN HIS RIGHT HAND THE RECLUSE CARRIES A LAMP WHICH HE PARTLY CONCEALS WITHIN THE FOLDS OF HIS CAPE. THE HERMIT THEREBY PERSONIFIES THE SECRET ORGANIZATIONS WHICH FOR UNCOUNTED CENTURIES HAVE CAREFULLY CONCEALED THE LIGHT OF THE ANCIENT WISDOM FROM THE PROFANE. THE STAFF OF THE HERMIT IS KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS MAN'S MAIN AND ONLY ENDURING SUPPORT. SOMETIMES THE MYSTIC ROD IS DIVIDED BY KNOBS INTO SEVEN SECTIONS, A SUBTLE REFERENCE TO THE MYSTERY OF THE SEVEN SACRED CENTERS ALONG THE HUMAN SPINE. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE HERMIT SHIELDS THE LAMP BEHIND A RECTANGULAR CAPE TO EMPHASIZE THE PHILOSOPHIC TRUTH THAT WISDOM, IF EXPOSED TO THE FURY OF IGNORANCE, WOULD BE DESTROYED LIKE THE TINY FLAME OF A LAMP UNPROTECTED FROM THE STORM. MAN'S BODIES FORM A CLOAK THROUGH WHICH HIS DIVINE NATURE IS FAINTLY VISIBLE LIKE THE FLAME OF THE PARTLY COVERED LANTERN. THROUGH RENUNCIATION--THE HERMETIC LIFE--MAN ATTAINS DEPTH OF CHARACTER AND TRANQUILITY OF SPIRIT. THE TENTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LA ROUE DE FORTUNE, THE WHEEL OF FORTUNE, AND PORTRAYS A MYSTERIOUS WHEEL WITH EIGHT SPOKES--THE FAMILIAR BUDDHIST SYMBOL OF THE CYCLE OF NECESSITY. TO ITS RIM CLING ANUBIS AND TYPHON--THE PRINCIPLES OF GOOD AND EVIL. ABOVE SITS THE IMMOBILE SPHINX, CARRYING THE SWORD OF JUSTICE AND SIGNIFYING THE PERFECT EQUILIBRIUM OF UNIVERSAL WISDOM. ANUBIS IS SHOWN RISING AND TYPHON DESCENDING; BUT WHEN TYPHON REACHES THE BOTTOM, EVIL ASCENDS AGAIN, AND WHEN ANUBIS REACHES THE TOP GOOD WANES ONCE MORE. THE WHEEL OF FORTUNE REPRESENTS THE LOWER UNIVERSE AS A WHOLE WITH DIVINE WISDOM (THE SPHINX) AS THE ETERNAL ARBITER BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL. IN INDIA, THE CHAKRA, OR WHEEL, IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIFE CENTERS EITHER OF A WORLD OR OF AN INDIVIDUAL. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE SPHINX IS ARMED WITH A JAVELIN, AND TYPHON IS BEING THROWN FROM THE WHEEL. THE VERTICAL COLUMNS, SUPPORTING THE WHEEL AND SO PLACED THAT BUT ONE IS VISIBLE, REPRESENT THE AXIS OF THE WORLD WITH THE INSCRUTABLE SPHINX UPON ITS NORTHERN POLE. SOMETIMES THE WHEEL WITH ITS SUPPORTS IS IN A BOAT UPON THE WATER. THE WATER IS THE OCEAN OF ILLUSION, WHICH IS THE SOLE FOUNDATION OF THE CYCLE OF NECESSITY. THE ELEVENTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LA FORCE, STRENGTH, AND PORTRAYS A GIRL WEARING A HAT IN THE FORM OF A LEMNISCATE, WITH HER HANDS UPON THE MOUTH OF AN APPARENTLY FEROCIOUS LION. CONSIDERABLE CONTROVERSY EXISTS AS TO WHETHER THE MAID IS DOSING OR OPENING THE LION'S MOUTH. MOST WRITERS DECLARE HER TO BE CLOSING THE JAWS OF THE BEAST, BUT A CRITICAL INSPECTION CONVEYS THE OPPOSITE IMPRESSION. THE YOUNG WOMAN SYMBOLIZES SPIRITUAL STRENGTH AND THE LION EITHER THE ANIMAL WORLD WHICH THE GIRL IS MASTERING OR THE SECRET WISDOM OVER WHICH SHE IS MISTRESS. THE LION ALSO SIGNIFIES THE SUMMER SOLSTICE AND THE GIRL, VIRGO, FOR WHEN THE SUN ENTERS THIS CONSTELLATION, THE VIRGIN ROBS THE LION OF HIS STRENGTH. KING SOLOMON'S THRONE WAS ORNAMENTED WITH LIONS AND HE HIMSELF WAS LIKENED TO THE KING OF BEASTS WITH THE KEY OF WISDOM BETWEEN ITS TEETH. IN THIS SENSE, THE GIRL MAY BE OPENING THE LION'S MOUTH TO FIND THE KEY CONTAINED THEREIN FOR COURAGE IS A PREREQUISITE TO THE ATTAINMENT OF KNOWLEDGE. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE SYMBOLISM IS THE SAME EXCEPT THAT THE MAIDEN IS REPRESENTED AS A PRIESTESS WEARING AN ELABORATE CROWN IN THE FORM OF A BIRD SURMOUNTED BY SERPENTS AND AN IBIS. THE TWELFTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LE PENDU, THE HANGED MAN, AN PORTRAYS A YOUNG MAN HANGING BY HIS LEFT LEG FROM A HORIZONTAL BEAM, THE LATTER SUPPORTED BY TWO TREE TRUNKS FROM EACH OF WHICH SIX BRANCHES HAVE BEEN REMOVED. THE RIGHT LEG OF THE YOUTH IS CROSSED IN BACK OF THE LEFT AND HIS ARMS ARE FOLDED BEHIND HIS BACK IN SUCH A WAY AS TO FORM A CROSS SURMOUNTING A DOWNWARD POINTING TRIANGLE. THE FIGURE THUS FORMS AN INVERTED SYMBOL OF SULPHUR AND, ACCORDING TO LEVI, SIGNIFIES THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE MAGNUM OPUS. IN SOME DECKS THE FIGURE CARRIES UNDER EACH ARM A MONEY BAG FROM WHICH COINS ARE ESCAPING. POPULAR TRADITION ASSOCIATES THIS CARD WITH JUDAS ISCARIOT, WHO IS SAID TO HAVE GONE FORTH AND HANGED HIMSELF, THE MONEY BAGS REPRESENTING THE PAYMENT HE RECEIVED FOR HIS CRIME. LEVI LIKENS THE HANGED MAN TO PROMETHEUS, THE ETERNAL SUFFERER, FURTHER DECLARING THAT THE UPTURNED FEET SIGNIFY THE SPIRITUALIZATION OF THE LOWER NATURE. IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE THAT THE INVERTED FIGURE DENOTES THE LOSS OF THE SPIRITUAL FACULTIES, FOR THE HEAD IS BELOW THE LEVEL OF THE BODY. THE STUMPS OF THE TWELVE BRANCHES ARE THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC DIVIDED INTO TWO GROUPS--POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE. THE PICTURE THEREFORE DEPICTS POLARITY TEMPORARILY TRIUMPHANT OVER THE SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLE OF EQUILIBRIUM. TO ATTAIN THE HEIGHTS OF PHILOSOPHY, THEREFORE, MAN MUST REVERSE (OR INVERT) THE ORDER OF HIS LIFE. HE THEN LOSES HIS SENSE OF PERSONAL POSSESSION BECAUSE HE RENOUNCES THE RULE OF GOLD IN FAVOR OF THE GOLDEN RULE. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE HANGED MAN IS SUSPENDED BETWEEN TWO PALM TREES AND SIGNIFIES THE SUN GOD WHO DIES PERENNIALLY FOR HIS WORLD. THE THIRTEENTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LA MORT, DEATH, AND PORTRAYS A REAPING SKELETON WITH A GREAT SCYTHE CUTTING OFF THE HEADS, HANDS, AND FEET RISING OUT OF THE EARTH ABOUT IT. IN THE COURSE OF ITS LABORS THE SKELETON HAS APPARENTLY CUT OFF ONE OF ITS OWN FEET. NOT ALL TAROT DECKS SHOW THIS PECULIARITY, BUT THIS POINT WELL EMPHASIZES THE PHILOSOPHIC TRUTH THAT UNBALANCE AND DESTRUCTIVENESS ARE SYNONYMOUS. THE SKELETON IS THE PROPER EMBLEM OF THE FIRST AND SUPREME DEITY BECAUSE IT IS THE FOUNDATION OF THE BODY, AS THE ABSOLUTE IS THE FOUNDATION OF CREATION. THE REAPING SKELETON PHYSICALLY SIGNIFIES DEATH BUT PHILOSOPHICALLY THAT IRRESISTIBLE IMPULSE IN NATURE WHICH CAUSES EVERY BEING TO BE ULTIMATELY ABSORBED INTO THE DIVINE CONDITION IN WHICH IT EXISTED BEFORE THE ILLUSIONARY UNIVERSE HAD BEEN MANIFESTED. THE BLADE OF THE SCYTHE IS THE MOON WITH ITS CRYSTALLIZING POWER. THE FIELD IN WHICH DEATH REAPS IS THE UNIVERSE, AND THE CARD DISCLOSES THAT ALL THINGS GROWING OUT OF THE EARTH SHALL BE CUT DOWN AND RETURN TO EARTH AGAIN. KINGS, QUEENS, COURTESANS, AND KNAVES ARE ALIKE TO DEATH, THE MASTER OF THE VISIBLE AND A PARENT PARTS OF ALL CREATURES. IN SOME TAROT DECKS DEATH IS SYMBOLIZED AS A FIGURE IN ARMOR MOUNTED ON A WHITE HORSE WHICH TRAMPLES UNDER FOOT OLD AND YOUNG ALIKE. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, A RAINBOW IS SEEN BEHIND THE FIGURE OF DEATH, THUS SIGNIFYING THAT THE MORTALITY OF THE BODY OF ITSELF ACHIEVES THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SPIRIT. DEATH, THOUGH IT DESTROYS FORM, CAN NEVER DESTROY LIFE, WHICH CONTINUALLY RENEWS ITSELF. THIS CARD IS THE SYMBOL OF THE CONSTANT RENOVATION OF THE UNIVERSE--DISINTEGRATION THAT REINTEGRATION MAY FOLLOW UPON A HIGHER LEVEL OF EXPRESSION. THE FOURTEENTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LA TEMPERANCE, TEMPERANCE, AND PORTRAYS AN ANGELIC FIGURE WITH THE SUN UPON HER FOREHEAD. SHE CARRIES TWO URNS, ONE EMPTY AND THE OTHER FULL, AND CONTINUALLY POURS THE CONTENTS OF THE UPPER INTO THE LOWER, IN SOME TAROT DECKS THE FLOWING WATER TAKES THE FORM OF THE SYMBOL OF AQUARIUS. NOT ONE DROP, HOWEVER, OF THE LIVING WATER IS LOST IN THIS ENDLESS TRANSFERENCE BETWEEN THE SUPERIOR VESSEL AND THE INFERIOR. WHEN THE LOWER URN IS FILLED THE VASES ARE REVERSED, THUS SIGNIFYING THAT LIFE POURS FIRST FROM THE INVISIBLE INTO THE VISIBLE, THEN FROM THE VISIBLE BACK INTO THE INVISIBLE. THE SPIRIT CONTROLLING THIS FLOW IS AN EMISSARY OF THE GREAT JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], DEMIURGUS OF THE WORLD. THE SUN, OR LIGHT CLUSTER, UPON THE WOMAN'S FOREHEAD CONTROLS THE FLOW OF WATER, WHICH, BEING DRAWN UPWARD INTO THE AIR BY THE SOLAR RAYS, DESCENDS UPON THE EARTH AS RAIN, TO DRAWN UP AND FALL AGAIN AD INFINITUM. HEREIN IS ALSO SHOWN THE PASSAGE OF THE HUMAN LIFE FORCES BACK AND FORTH BETWEEN POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE POLES OF THE CREATIVE SYSTEM. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE SYMBOLISM IS THE SAME, EXCEPT THAT THE WINGED FIGURE IS MALE INSTEAD OF FEMALE. IT IS SURROUNDED BY A SOLAR NIMBUS AND POURS WATER FROM A GOLDEN URN INTO A SILVER ONE, TYPIFYING THE DESCENT OF CELESTIAL FORCES INTO THE SUBLUNARY SPHERES. THE FIFTEENTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LE DIABLE, THE DEVIL, AND PORTRAYS A CREATURE RESEMBLING PAN WITH THE HORNS OF A RAM OR DEER, THE ARMS AND BODY OF A MAN, AND THE LEGS AND FEET OF A GOAT OR DRAGON. THE FIGURE STANDS UPON A CUBIC STONE, TO A RING IN THE FRONT OF WHICH ARE CHAINED TWO SATYRS. FOR A SCEPTER THIS SO-CALLED DEMON CARRIES A LIGHTED TORCH OR CANDLE. THE ENTIRE FIGURE IS SYMBOLIC OF THE MAGIC POWERS OF THE ASTRAL LIGHT, OR UNIVERSAL MIRROR, IN WHICH THE DIVINE FORCES ARE REFLECTED IN AN INVERTED, OR INFERNAL, STATE. THE DEMON IS WINGED LIKE A BAR, SHOWING THAT IT PERTAINS TO THE NOCTURNAL, OR SHADOW INFERIOR SPHERE. THE ANIMAL NATURES OF MAN, IN THE FORM OF A MALE AND A FEMALE ELEMENTAL, ARE CHAINED TO ITS FOOTSTOOL. THE TORCH IS THE FALSE LIGHT WHICH GUIDES UNILLUMINED SOULS TO THEIR OWN UNDOING. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT APPEARS TYPHON--A WINGED CREATURE COMPOSED OF A HOG, A MAN, A BAT, A CROCODILE, AND A HIPPOPOTAMUS--STANDING IN THE MIDST OF ITS OWN DESTRUCTIVENESS AND HOLDING ALOFT THE FIREBRAND OF THE INCENDIARY. TYPHON IS CREATED BY MAN'S OWN MISDEEDS, WHICH, TURNING UPON THEIR MAKER, DESTROY HIM. THE SIXTEENTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LE FEU DU CIEL, THE FIRE OF HEAVEN, AND PORTRAYS A TOWER THE BATTLEMENTS OF WHICH, IN THE FORM OF A CROWN, ARE BEING DESTROYED BY A BOLT OF LIGHTNING ISSUING FROM THE SUN. THE CROWN, BEING CONSIDERABLY SMALLER THAN THE TOWER WHICH IT SURMOUNTS, POSSIBLY INDICATES THAT ITS DESTRUCTION RESULTED FROM ITS INSUFFICIENCY. THE LIGHTING BOLT SOMETIMES TAKES THE FORM OF THE ZODIACAL SIGN OF SCORPIO, AND THE TOWER MAY BE CONSIDERED A PHALLIC EMBLEM. TWO FIGURES ARE FAILING FROM THE TOWER, ONE IN FRONT AND THE OTHER BEHIND. THIS TAROT CARD IS POPULARLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE TRADITIONAL [SEXUAL] FALL OF MAN. THE DIVINE NATURE OF HUMANITY IS DEPICTED AS A TOWER. WHEN HIS CROWN IS DESTROYED, MAN FALLS INTO THE LOWER WORLD AND TAKES UPON HIMSELF THE ILLUSION OF MATERIALITY. HERE ALSO IS A KEY TO THE MYSTERY OF SEX. THE TOWER IS SUPPOSEDLY FILLED WITH GOLD COINS WHICH, SHOWERING OUT IN GREAT NUMBERS FROM THE RENT MADE BY THE LIGHTNING BOLT, SUGGESTING POTENTIAL POWERS. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE TOWER IS A PYRAMID, ITS APEX SHATTERED BY A LIGHTNING BOLT. HERE IS A REFERENCE TO THE MISSING CAPSTONE OF THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE. IN SUPPORT OF LEVI'S CONTENTION THAT THIS CARD IS CONNECTED WITH THE HEBREW LETTER AYIN, THE FAILING FIGURE IN THE FOREGROUND IS SIMILAR IN GENERAL APPEARANCE TO THE SIXTEENTH LETTER OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET. THE SEVENTEENTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LES ETOILES, THE STARS, AND PORTRAYS A YOUNG GIRL KNEELING WITH ONE FOOT IN WATER AND THE OTHER ON AND, HER BODY SOMEWHAT SUGGESTING THE SWASTIKA. SHE HAS TWO URNS, THE CONTENTS OF WHICH SHE POURS UPON THE LAND AND SEA. ABOVE THE GIRL'S HEAD ARE EIGHT STARS, ONE OF WHICH IS EXCEPTIONALLY LARGE AND BRIGHT. COUNT DE GÉBELIN CONSIDERS THE GREAT STAR TO BE SOTHIS OR SIRIUS; THE OTHER SEVEN ARE THE SACRED PLANETS OF THE ANCIENTS. HE BELIEVES THE FEMALE FIGURE TO BE ISIS IN THE ACT OF CAUSING THE INUNDATIONS OF THE NILE WHICH ACCOMPANIED THE RISING OF THE DOG STAR. THE UNCLOTHED FIGURE OF ISIS MAY WELL SIGNIFY THAT NATURE DOES NOT RECEIVE HER GARMENT OF VERDURE UNTIL THE RISING OF THE NILE WATERS RELEASES THE GERMINAL LIFE OF PLANTS AND FLOWERS. THE BUSH AND BIRD (OR BUTTERFLY) SIGNIFY THE GROWTH AND RESURRECTION WHICH ACCOMPANY THE RISING OF THE WATERS. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE GREAT STAR CONTAINS A DIAMOND COMPOSED OF A BLACK AND WHITE TRIANGLE, AND THE FLOWERING BUSH IS A TALL PLANT WITH A TRIFOLIATE HEAD UPON WHICH A BUTTERFLY ALIGHTS. HERE ISIS IS IN THE FORM OF AN UPRIGHT TRIANGLE AND THE VASES HAVE BECOME SHALLOW CUPS. THE ELEMENTS OF WATER AND EARTH UNDER HER FEET REPRESENT THE OPPOSITES OF NATURE SHARING IMPARTIALLY IN THE DIVINE ABUNDANCE. THE EIGHTEENTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LA LUNE, THE MOON, AND PORTRAYS LUNA RISING BETWEEN TWO TOWERS--ONE LIGHT AND THE OTHER DARK. A DOG AND A WOLF ARE BAYING AT THE RISING MOON, AND IN THE FOREGROUND IS A POOL OF WATER FROM WHICH EMERGES A CRAWFISH. BETWEEN THE TOWERS A PATH---
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---AMONG THE MORE CURIOUS EXAMPLES OF PLAYING CARDS ARE THOSE OF THE MANTEGNA DECK. IN 1820, A PERFECT DECK OF FIFTY CARDS BROUGHT THE THEN AMAZING PRICE OF EIGHTY POUNDS. THE FIFTY SUBJECTS COMPOSING THE MANTEGNA DECK, EACH OF WHICH IS REPRESENTED BY AN APPROPRIATE FIGURE, ARE: (1) A BEGGAR; (2) A PAGE; (3) A GOLDSMITH; (4) A MERCHANT; (5) A GENTLEMAN; (6) A KNIGHT; (7) THE DOGE; (8) A KING; (9) AN EMPEROR, (10) THE POPE; (11) CALLIOPE; (12) URANIA; (13) TERPSICHORE; (14) ERATO; (15) POLYHYMNIA; (16) THALIA; (17) MELPOMENE; (18) EUTERPE; (19) CLIO; (20) APOLLO; (21) GRAMMAR, (22) LOGIC; (23) RHETORIC; (24) GEOMETRY; (25) ARITHMETIC; (26) MUSIC, (27) POETRY; (28) PHILOSOPHY; (29) ASTROLOGY; (30) THEOLOGY; (31) ASTRONOMY; (32) CHRONOLOGY (33) COSMOGONY; (34) TEMPERANCE; (35) PRUDENCE; (36) FORTITUDE; (37) JUSTICE; (38) CHARITY; (39) FORTITUDE, (40) FAITH; (41) THE MOON; (42) MERCURY; (43) VENUS; (45) THE SUN; (45) MARS; (46) JUPITER; (47) SATURN; (48) THE EIGHTH SPHERE; (49) THE PRIMUM MOBILE; (50) THE FIRST CAUSE. THE QABBALISTIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE CARDS IS APPARENT, AND IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THEY HAVE A DIRECT ANALOGY TO THE FIFTY GATES OF LIGHT REFERRED TO IN QABBALISTIC WRITINGS, WINDS, VANISHING IN THE EXTREME BACKGROUND. COURT DE GÉBELIN SEES IN THIS CARD ANOTHER REFERENCE TO THE RISING OF THE NILE AND STATES ON THE AUTHORITY OF PAUSANIUS THAT THE EGYPTIANS BELIEVED THE INUNDATIONS OF THE NILE TO RESULT FROM THE TEARS OF THE MOON GODDESS WHICH, FALLING INTO THE RIVER, SWELLED ITS FLOW. THESE TEARS ARE SEEN DROPPING FROM THE LUNAR FACE. COURT DE GÉBELIN ALSO RELATES THE TOWERS TO THE PILLARS OF HERCULES, BEYOND WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE EGYPTIANS, THE LUMINARIES NEVER PASSED. HE NOTES ALSO THAT THE EGYPTIANS REPRESENTED THE TROPICS AS DOGS WHO AS FAITHFUL DOORKEEPERS PREVENTED THE SUN AND MOON FROM PENETRATING TOO NEAR THE POLES. THE CRAB OR CRAWFISH SIGNIFIES THE RETROGRADE MOTION OF THE MOON. THIS CARD ALSO REFERS TO THE PATH OF WISDOM. MAN, IN HIS QUEST OF REALITY EMERGES FROM THE POOL OF ILLUSION. AFTER MASTERING THE GUARDIANS OF THE GATES OF WISDOM HE PASSES BETWEEN THE FORTRESSES OF SCIENCE AND THEOLOGY AND FOLLOWS THE WINDING PATH LEADING TO SPIRITUAL LIBERATION. HIS WAY IS FAINTLY LIGHTED BY HUMAN REASON (THE MOON), WHICH IS BUT A REFLECTION OF DIVINE WISDOM. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE TOWERS ARE PYRAMIDS, THE DOGS ARE BLACK AND WHITE RESPECTIVELY, AND THE MOON IS PARTLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS. THE ENTIRE SCENE SUGGESTS THE DREARY AND DESOLATE PLACE IN WHICH THE MYSTERY DRAMAS OF THE LESSER RITES WERE ENACTED. THE NINETEENTH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LE SOLEIL, THE SUN, AND PORTRAYS TWO CHILDREN--PROBABLY GEMINI, THE TWINS--STANDING TOGETHER IN A GARDEN SURROUNDED BY A MAGIC RING OF FLOWERS. ONE OF THESE CHILDREN SHOULD BE SHOWN AS MALE AND THE OTHER FEMALE. BEHIND THEM IS A BRICK WALL APPARENTLY ENCLOSING THE GARDEN. ABOVE THE WALL THE SUN IS RISING, ITS RAYS ALTERNATELY STRAIGHT AND CURVED. THIRTEEN TEARDROPS ARE FALLING FROM THE SOLAR FACE LEVI, SEEING IN THE TWO CHILDREN FAITH AND REASON, WHICH MUST COEXIST AS LONG AS THE TEMPORAL UNIVERSE ENDURES, WRITES: "HUMAN EQUILIBRIUM REQUIRES TWO FEET, THE WORLDS GRAVITATE BY MEANS OF TWO FORCES, GENERATION NEEDS TWO SEXES. SUCH IS THE MEANING OF THE ARCANUM OF SOLOMON, REPRESENTED BY THE TWO PILLARS OF THE TEMPLE, JAKIN AND BOHAS." (SEE TRANSCENDENTAL MAGIC.) THE SUN OF TRUTH IS SHINING INTO THE GARDEN OF THE WORLD OVER WHICH THESE TWO CHILDREN, AS PERSONIFICATIONS OF ETERNAL POWERS RESIDE. THE HARMONY OF THE WORLD DEPENDS UPON THE COORDINATION OF TWO QUALITIES SYMBOLIZED THROUGHOUT THE AGES AS THE MIND AND THE HEART. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE CHILDREN GIVE PLACE TO A YOUTH AND A MAIDEN. ABOVE THEM IN A SOLAR NIMBUS IS THE PHALLIC EMBLEM OF GENERATION--A LINE PIERCING A CIRCLE. GEMINI IS RULED BY MERCURY AND THE TWO CHILDREN PERSONIFY THE SERPENTS ENTWINED AROUND THE CADUCEUS. THE TWENTIETH NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LE JUGEMENT, THE JUDGMENT, AND PORTRAYS THREE FIGURES RISING APPARENTLY FROM THEIR TOMBS, THOUGH BUT ONE COFFIN IS VISIBLE. ABOVE THEM IN A BLAZE OF GLORY IS A WINGED FIGURE (PRESUMABLY THE ANGEL GABRIEL) BLOWING A TRUMPET. THIS TAROT REPRESENTS THE LIBERATION OF MAN'S THREEFOLD SPIRITUAL NATURE FROM THE SEPULCHER OF HIS MATERIAL CONSTITUTION. SINCE BUT ONE-THIRD OF THE SPIRIT ACTUALLY ENTERS THE PHYSICAL BODY, THE OTHER TWO-THIRDS CONSTITUTING THE HERMETIC ANTHROPOS OR OVERMAN, ONLY ONE OF THE THREE FIGURES IS ACTUALLY RISING FROM THE TOMB. COURT DE GÉBELIN BELIEVES THAT THE COFFIN MAY HAVE BEEN AN AFTERTHOUGHT OF THE CARD MAKERS AND THAT THE SCENE ACTUALLY REPRESENTS CREATION RATHER THAN RESURRECTION, IN PHILOSOPHY THESE TWO WORDS ARE PRACTICALLY SYNONYMOUS. THE BLAST OF THE TRUMPET REPRESENTS THE CREATIVE WORD, BY THE INTONING OF WHICH MAN IS LIBERATED FROM HIS TERRESTRIAL LIMITATIONS. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE THREE FIGURES SIGNIFY THE PARTS OF A SINGLE BEING, FOR THREE MUMMIES ARE SHOWN EMERGING FROM ONE MUMMY CASE. THE TWENTY-FIRST NUMBERED MAJOR TRUMP IS CALLED LE MONDE, THE WORLD, AND PORTRAYS A FEMALE FIGURE DRAPED WITH A SCARF WHICH THE WIND BLOWS INTO THE FORM OF THE HEBREW LETTER KAPH. HER EXTENDED HANDS--EACH OF WHICH HOLDS A WAND--AND HER LEFT LEG, WHICH CROSSES BEHIND THE RIGHT, CAUSE THE FIGURE TO ASSUME THE FORM OF THE ALCHEMICAL SYMBOL OF SULPHUR. THE CENTRAL FIGURE IS SURROUNDED BY A WREATH IN THE FORM OF A VESICA PISCIS WHICH LEVI LIKENS TO THE QABBALISTIC CROWN KETHER. THE CHERUBIM OF EZEKIEL'S VISION OCCUPY THE CORNERS OF THE CARD. THIS TAROT IS CALLED THE MICROCOSM AND THE MACROCOSM BECAUSE IN IT ARE SUMMED UP EVERY AGENCY CONTRIBUTING TO THE STRUCTURE OF CREATION. THE FIGURE IN THE FORM OF THE EMBLEM OF SULPHUR REPRESENTS THE DIVINE FIRE AND THE HEART OF THE GREAT MYSTERY. THE WREATH IS NATURE, WHICH SURROUNDS THE FIERY CENTER. THE CHERUBIM REPRESENT THE ELEMENTS, WORLDS, FORCES, AND PLANES ISSUING OUT OF THE DIVINE FIERY CENTER OF LIFE. THE WREATH SIGNIFIES THE CROWN OF THE INITIATE WHICH IS GIVEN TO THOSE WHO MASTER THE FOUR GUARDIANS AND ENTER INTO THE PRESENCE OF UNVEILED TRUTH. IN THE PSEUDO-EGYPTIAN TAROT, THE CHERUBIM SURROUND A WREATH COMPOSED OF TWELVE TRIFOLIATE FLOWERS--THE DECANATES OF THE ZODIAC. A HUMAN FIGURE KNEELS BELOW THIS WREATH, PLAYING UPON A HARP OF THREE STRINGS, FOR THE SPIRIT MUST CREATE HARMONY IN THE TRIPLE CONSTITUTION OF ITS INFERIOR NATURE BEFORE IT CAN GAIN FOR ITSELF THE SOLAR CROWN OF IMMORTALITY. THE FOUR SUITS OF THE MINOR TRUMPS ARE CONSIDERED AS ANALOGOUS TO THE FOUR ELEMENTS, THE FOUR CORNERS OF CREATION, AND THE FOUR WORLDS OF QABBALISM. THE KEY TO THE LESSER TAROTS IS PRESUMABLY THE TETRAGRAMMATON, OR THE FOUR-LETTER NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF JEHOVAH, IHVH. THE FOUR SUITS OF THE MINOR TRUMPS REPRESENT ALSO THE MAJOR DIVISIONS OF SOCIETY: CUPS ARE THE PRIESTHOOD, SWORDS THE MILITARY, COINS THE TRADESMEN, AND RODS THE FARMING CLASS. FROM THE STANDPOINT OF WHAT COURT DE GÉBELIN CALLS "POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY," CUPS REPRESENT THE NORTHERN COUNTRIES, SWORDS THE ORIENT, COINS THE OCCIDENT, AND RODS THE SOUTHERN COUNTRIES. THE TEN PIP CARDS OF EACH SUIT REPRESENT THE NATIONS COMPOSING EACH OF THESE GRAND DIVISIONS. THE KINGS ARE THEIR GOVERNMENTS, THE QUEENS THEIR RELIGIONS, THE KNIGHTS THEIR HISTORIES AND NATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS, AND THE PAGES THEIR ARTS AND SCIENCES. ELABORATE TREATISES HAVE BEEN WRITTEN CONCERNING THE USE OF THE TAROT CARDS IN DIVINATION, BUT AS THIS PRACTICE IS CONTRARY TO THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE TAROT NO PROFIT CAN RESULT FROM ITS DISCUSSION. MANY INTERESTING EXAMPLES OF EARLY PLAYING CARDS ARE FOUND IN THE MUSEUMS OF EUROPE, AND THERE ARE ALSO NOTEWORTHY SPECIMENS IN THE CABINETS OF VARIOUS PRIVATE COLLECTORS. A FEW HAND-PAINTED DECKS EXIST WHICH ARE EXTREMELY ARTISTIC. THESE DEPICT VARIOUS IMPORTANT PERSONAGES, CONTEMPORARY WITH THE ARTISTS. IN SOME INSTANCES, THE COURT CARDS ARE PORTRAITURES OF THE REIGNING MONARCH AND HIS FAMILY. IN ENGLAND ENGRAVED CARDS BECAME POPULAR, AND IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM ARE ALSO TO BE SEEN SOME EXTREMELY QUAINT STENCILED CARDS. HERALDIC DEVICES WERE EMPLOYED; AND CHATTO, IN HIS ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF PLAYING CARDS, REPRODUCES FOUR HERALDIC CARDS IN WHICH THE ARMS OF POPE CLEMENT IX ADORN THE KING OF CLUBS. THERE HAVE BEEN PHILOSOPHICAL DECKS WITH EMBLEMS CHOSEN FROM GREEK AND ROMAN MYTHOLOGY, ALSO EDUCATIONAL DECKS ORNAMENTED WITH MAPS OR PICTORIAL REPRESENTATIONS OF FAMOUS HISTORIC PLACES AND INCIDENTS. MANY RARE EXAMPLES OF PLAYING-CARDS HAVE BEEN FOUND BOUND INTO THE COVERS OF EARLY BOOKS. IN JAPAN THERE ARE CARD GAMES THE SUCCESSFUL PLAYING OF WHICH REQUIRES FAMILIARITY WITH NEARLY ALL THE LITERARY MASTERPIECES OF THAT NATION. IN INDIA THERE ARE CIRCULAR DECKS DEPICTING EPISODES FROM ORIENTAL MYTHS. THERE ARE ALSO CARDS WHICH IN ONE SENSE OF THE WORD ARE NOT CARDS, FOR THE DESIGNS ARE ON WOOD, IVORY, AND EVEN METAL. THERE ARE COMIC CARDS CARICATURING DISLIKED PERSONS AND PLACES, AND THERE ARE CARDS COMMEMORATING VARIOUS HUMAN ACHIEVEMENTS. DURING THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR, A PATRIOTIC DECK WAS CIRCULATED IN WHICH STARS, EAGLES, ANCHORS, AND AMERICAN FLAGS WERE SUBSTITUTED FOR THE SUITS AND THE COURT CARDS WERE FAMOUS GENERALS. MODERN PLAYING CARDS ARE THE MINOR TRUMPS OF THE TAROT, FROM EACH SUIT OF WHICH THE PAGE, OR VALET, HAS BEEN ELIMINATED, LEAVING 13 CARDS. EVEN IN ITS ABRIDGED FORM, HOWEVER, THE MODERN DECK IS OF PROFOUND SYMBOLIC IMPORTANCE, FOR ITS ARRANGEMENT IS APPARENTLY IN ACCORD WITH THE DIVISIONS OF THE YEAR. THE TWO COLORS, RED AND BLACK, REPRESENT THE TWO GRAND DIVISIONS OF THE YEAR--THAT DURING WHICH THE SUN IS NORTH OF THE EQUATOR AND THAT DURING WHICH IT IS SOUTH OF THE EQUATOR. THE FOUR SUITS REPRESENT THE SEASONS, THE AGES OF THE ANCIENT GREEKS, AND THE YUGAS OF THE HINDUS. THE TWELVE COURT CARDS ARE THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC ARRANGED IN TRIADS OF A FATHER, A POWER, AND A MIND ACCORDING TO THE UPPER SECTION OF THE BEMBINE TABLE. THE TEN PIP CARDS OF EACH SUIT REPRESENT THE SEPHIROTHIC TREES EXISTING IN EACH OF THE FOUR WORLDS (THE SUITS). THE 13 CARDS OF EACH SUIT ARE THE 13 LUNAR MONTHS IN EACH YEAR, AND THE 52 CARDS OF THE DECK ARE THE 52 WEEKS IN THE YEAR. COUNTING THE NUMBER OF PIPS AND RECKONING THE JACKS, QUEENS, AND KINGS AS 11, 12, AND 13 RESPECTIVELY, THE SUM FOR THE 52 CARDS IS 364. IF THE JOKER BE CONSIDERED AS ONE POINT, THE RESULT IS 365, OR THE NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE YEAR. MILTON POTTENGER BELIEVED THAT THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA WAS LAID OUT ACCORDING TO THE CONVENTIONAL DECK OF PLAYING CARDS, AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL ULTIMATELY CONSIST OF 52 STATES ADMINISTERED BY A 53RD UNDENOMINATED DIVISION, THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. THE COURT CARDS CONTAIN A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT MASONIC SYMBOLS. NINE ARE FULL FACE AND THREE ARE PROFILE. HERE IS THE BROKEN "WHEEL OF THE LAW," SIGNIFYING THE NINE MONTHS OF THE PRENATAL EPOCH AND THE THREE DEGREES OF SPIRITUAL UNFOLDMENT NECESSARY TO PRODUCE THE PERFECT MAN. THE FOUR-ARMED KINGS ARE THE EGYPTIAN AMMONIAN ARCHITECTS WHO GOUGED OUT THE UNIVERSE WITH KNIVES. THEY ARE ALSO THE CARDINAL SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. THE FOUR QUEENS, CARRYING EIGHT-PETALED FLOWERS SYMBOLIC OF THE CHRIST, ARE THE FIXED SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. THE FOUR JACKS, TWO OF WHOM BEAR ACACIA SPRIGS--THE JACK OF HEARTS IN HIS HAND, THE JACK OF CLUBS IN HIS HAT-ARE THE FOUR COMMON SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. IT SHOULD BE NOTED ALSO THAT THE COURT CARDS OF THE SPADE SUIT WILL NOT LOOK UPON THE PIP IN THE CORNER OF THE CARD BUT FACE AWAY FROM IT AS THOUGH FEARING THIS EMBLEM OF DEATH. THE GRAND MASTER OF THE ORDER OF THE CARDS IS THE KING OF CLUBS, WHO CARRIES THE ORB AS EMBLEMATIC OF HIS DIGNITY. IN ITS SYMBOLISM CHESS IS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT OF ALL GAMES. IT HAS BEEN CALLED "THE ROYAL GAME"--THE PASTIME OF KINGS. LIKE THE TAROT CARDS, THE CHESSMEN REPRESENT THE ELEMENTS OF LIFE AND PHILOSOPHY. THE GAME WAS PLAYED IN INDIA AND CHINA LONG BEFORE ITS INTRODUCTION INTO EUROPE. EAST INDIAN PRINCES WERE WONT TO SIT ON THE BALCONIES OF THEIR PALACES AND PLAY CHESS WITH LIVING MEN STANDING UPON A CHECKERBOARD PAVEMENT OF BLACK AND WHITE MARBLE IN THE COURTYARD BELOW. IT IS POPULARLY BELIEVED THAT THE EGYPTIAN PHARAOHS PLAYED CHESS, BUT AN EXAMINATION OF THEIR SCULPTURE AND ILLUMINATIONS HAS LED TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THE EGYPTIAN GAME WAS A FORM OF DRAUGHTS. IN CHINA, CHESSMEN ARE OFTEN CARVED TO REPRESENT WARRING DYNASTIES, AS THE MANCHU AND THE MING. THE CHESSBOARD CONSISTS OF 64 SQUARES ALTERNATELY BLACK AND WHITE AND SYMBOLIZES THE FLOOR OF THE HOUSE OF THE MYSTERIES. UPON THIS FIELD OF EXISTENCE OR THOUGHT MOVE A NUMBER OF STRANGELY CARVED FIGURES, EACH ACCORDING TO FIXED LAW. THE WHITE KING IS ORMUZD; THE BLACK KING, AHRIMAN; AND UPON THE PLAINS OF COSMOS THE GREAT WAR BETWEEN LIGHT AND DARKNESS IS FOUGHT THROUGH ALL THE AGES. OF THE PHILOSOPHICAL CONSTITUTION OF MAN, THE KINGS REPRESENT THE SPIRIT; THE QUEENS THE MIND; THE BISHOPS THE EMOTIONS; THE KNIGHTS THE VITALITY; THE CASTLES, OR ROOKS, THE PHYSICAL BODY. THE PIECES UPON THE KINGS' SIDE ARE POSITIVE; THOSE UPON THE QUEENS' SIDE, NEGATIVE. THE PAWNS ARE THE SENSORY IMPULSES AND PERCEPTIVE FACULTIES--THE EIGHT PARTS OF THE SOUL. THE WHITE KING AND HIS SUITE SYMBOLIZE THE SELF AND ITS VEHICLES; THE BLACK KING AND HIS RETINUE, THE NOT-SELF--THE FALSE EGO AND ITS LEGION. THE GAME OF CHESS THUS SETS FORTH THE ETERNAL STRUGGLE OF EACH PART OF MAN'S COMPOUND NATURE AGAINST THE SHADOW OF ITSELF. THE NATURE OF EACH OF THE CHESSMEN IS REVEALED BY THE WAY IN WHICH IT MOVES; GEOMETRY IS THE KEY TO THEIR INTERPRETATION. FOR EXAMPLE: THE CASTLE (THE BODY) MOVES ON THE SQUARE; THE BISHOP (THE EMOTIONS) MOVES ON THE SLANT; THE KING, BEING THE SPIRIT, CANNOT BE CAPTURED, BUT LOSES THE BATTLE WHEN SO SURROUNDED THAT IT CANNOT ESCAPE.
THE TABERNACLE IN THE WILDERNESS
THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT MUCH OF THE MATERIAL RECORDED IN THE FIRST FIVE BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IS DERIVED FROM THE INITIATORY RITUALS OF THE EGYPTIAN MYSTERIES. THE PRIESTS OF ISIS WERE DEEPLY VERSED IN OCCULT LORE, AND THE ISRAELITES DURING THEIR CAPTIVITY IN EGYPT LEARNED FROM THEM MANY THINGS CONCERNING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DIVINITY AND THE MANNER OF WORSHIPING IT. THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE FIRST FIVE BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IS GENERALLY ATTRIBUTED TO MOSES, BUT WHETHER OR NOT HE WAS THE ACTUAL WRITER OF THEM IS A MATTER OF CONTROVERSY. THERE IS CONSIDERABLE EVIDENCE TO SUBSTANTIATE THE HYPOTHESIS THAT THE PENTATEUCH WAS COMPILED AT A MUCH LATER DATE, FROM ORAL TRADITIONS. CONCERNING THE AUTHORSHIP OF THESE BOOKS, THOMAS INMAN MAKES A RATHER STARTLING STATEMENT: "IT IS TRUE THAT WE HAVE BOOKS WHICH PURPORT TO BE THE BOOKS OF MOSES; SO THERE ARE, OR HAVE BEEN, BOOKS PURPORTING TO BE WRITTEN BY HOMER, ORPHEUS, ENOCH, MORMON, AND JUNIUS; YET THE EXISTENCE OF THE WRITINGS, AND THE BELIEF THAT THEY WERE WRITTEN BY THOSE WHOSE NAME THEY BEAR, ARE NO REAL EVIDENCES OF THE MEN OR THE GENUINENESS OF THE WORKS CALLED BY THEIR NAMES. IT IS TRUE ALSO THAT MOSES IS SPOKEN OF OCCASIONALLY IN THE TIME OF THE EARLY KINGS OF JERUSALEM; BUT IT IS CLEAR THAT THESE PASSAGES ARE WRITTEN BY A LATE HAND, AND HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED INTO THE PLACES WHERE THEY ARE FOUND, WITH THE DEFINITE INTENTION OF MAKING IT APPEAR THAT THE LAWGIVER WAS KNOWN TO DAVID AND SOLOMON." (ANCIENT FAITHS EMBODIED IN ANCIENT NAMES.) WHILE THIS NOTED SCHOLAR UNDOUBTEDLY HAD MUCH EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT HIS BELIEF, IT SEEMS THAT THIS STATEMENT IS SOMEWHAT TOO SWEEPING IN CHARACTER. IT IS APPARENTLY BASED UPON THE FACT THAT THOMAS INMAN DOUBTED THE HISTORICAL EXISTENCE OF MOSES. THIS DOUBT WAS BASED UPON THE ETYMOLOGICAL RESEMBLANCE OF THE WORD MOSES TO AN ANCIENT NAME FOR THE SUN. AS THE RESULT OF THESE DEDUCTIONS, INMAN SOUGHT TO PROVE THAT THE LAWGIVER OF ISRAEL WAS MERELY ANOTHER FORM OF THE OMNIPRESENT SOLAR MYTH. WHILE INMAN DEMONSTRATED THAT BY TRANSPOSING TWO OF THE ANCIENT LETTERS THE WORD MOSES (משה) BECAME SHEMMAH (שמה), AN APPELLATION OF THE CELESTIAL GLOBE, HE SEEMS TO HAVE OVERLOOKED THE FACT THAT IN THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES THE INITIATES WERE OFTEN GIVEN NAMES SYNONYMOUS WITH THE SUN, TO SYMBOLIZE THE FACT THAT THE REDEMPTION AND REGENERATION OF THE SOLAR POWER HAD BEEN ACHIEVED WITHIN THEIR OWN NATURES. IT IS FAR MORE PROBABLE THAT THE MAN WHOM WE KNOW AS MOSES WAS AN ACCREDITED REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SECRET SCHOOLS, LABORING--AS MANY OTHER EMISSARIES HAVE LABORED--TO INSTRUCT PRIMITIVE RACES IN THE MYSTERIES OF THEIR IMMORTAL SOULS. THE TRUE NAME OF THE GRAND OLD MAN OF ISRAEL WHO IS KNOWN TO HISTORY AS MOSES WILL PROBABLY NEVER BE ASCERTAINED. THE WORD MOSES, WHEN UNDERSTOOD IN ITS ESOTERIC EGYPTIAN SENSE, MEANS ONE WHO HAS BEEN ADMITTED INTO THE MYSTERY SCHOOLS OF WISDOM AND ~AS GONE FORTH TO TEACH THE IGNORANT CONCERNING THE WILL OF THE GODS AND THE MYSTERIES OF LIFE, AS THESE MYSTERIES WERE EXPLAINED WITHIN THE TEMPLES OF ISIS, OSIRIS, AND SERAPIS. THERE IS MUCH CONTROVERSY CONCERNING THE NATIONALITY OF MOSES. SOME ASSERT THAT HE WAS A JEW, ADOPTED AND EDUCATED BY THE RULING HOUSE OF EGYPT; OTHERS HOLD THE OPINION THAT HE WAS A FULL-BLOODED EGYPTIAN. A FEW EVEN BELIEVE HIM TO BE IDENTICAL WITH THE IMMORTAL HERMES, FOR BOTH THESE ILLUSTRIOUS FOUNDERS OF RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS RECEIVED TABLETS FROM HEAVEN SUPPOSEDLY WRITTEN BY THE [TERRIBLE] FINGER OF GOD. THE STORIES TOLD CONCERNING MOSES, HIS DISCOVERY IN THE ARK OF BULRUSHES BY PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER, HIS ADOPTION INTO THE ROYAL FAMILY OF EGYPT, AND HIS LATER REVOLT AGAINST EGYPTIAN AUTOCRACY COINCIDE EXACTLY WITH CERTAIN CEREMONIES THROUGH WHICH THE CANDIDATES OF THE EGYPTIAN MYSTERIES PASSED IN THEIR RITUALISTIC WANDERINGS IN SEARCH OF TRUTH AND UNDERSTANDING. THE ANALOGY CAN ALSO BE TRACED IN THE MOVEMENTS OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES. IT IS NOT STRANGE THAT THE ERUDITE MOSES, INITIATED IN EGYPT, SHOULD TEACH THE JEWS A PHILOSOPHY CONTAINING THE MORE IMPORTANT PRINCIPLES OF EGYPTIAN ESOTERICISM. THE RELIGIONS OF EGYPT AT THE TIME OF THE ISRAELITIC CAPTIVITY WERE FAR OLDER THAN EVEN THE EGYPTIANS THEMSELVES REALIZED. HISTORIES WERE DIFFICULT TO COMPILE IN THOSE DAYS, AND THE EGYPTIANS WERE SATISFIED TO TRACE THEIR RACE BACK TO A MYTHOLOGICAL PERIOD WHEN THE GODS THEMSELVES WALKED THE EARTH AND WITH THEIR OWN POWER ESTABLISHED THE DOUBLE EMPIRE OF THE NILE. THE EGYPTIANS DID NOT DREAM THAT THESE DIVINE PROGENITORS WERE THE ATLANTEANS, WHO, FORCED TO ABANDON THEIR SEVEN ISLANDS BECAUSE OF VOLCANIC CATACLYSMS, HAD IMMIGRATED INTO EGYPT--THEN AN ATLANTEAN COLONY--WHERE THEY ESTABLISHED A GREAT PHILOSOPHIC AND LITERARY CENTER OF CIVILIZATION WHICH WAS LATER TO INFLUENCE PROFOUNDLY THE RELIGIONS AND SCIENCE OF UNNUMBERED RACES AND PEOPLES. TODAY EGYPT IS FORGOTTEN, BUT THINGS EGYPTIAN WILL ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED AND REVERED. EGYPT IS DEAD--YET IT LIVES IMMORTAL IN ITS PHILOSOPHY, AND ARCHITECTONICS. AS ODIN FOUNDED HIS MYSTERIES IN SCANDINAVIA, AND QUEXALCOATL IN MEXICO, SO MOSES, LABORING WITH THE THEN NOMADIC PEOPLE OF ISRAEL'S TWELVE TRIBES, ESTABLISHED IN THE MIDST OF THEM HIS SECRET AND SYMBOLIC SCHOOL, WHICH HAS COME TO BE KNOWN AS THE TABERNACLE MYSTERIES. THE TABERNACLE OF: THE JEWS WAS MERELY A TEMPLE PATTERNED AFTER THE TEMPLES OF EGYPT, AND TRANSPORTABLE TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THAT ROVING DISPOSITION WHICH THE ISRAELITES WERE FAMOUS. EVERY PART OF THE TABERNACLE AND THE ENCLOSURE WHICH SURROUNDED IT WAS SYMBOLIC OF SOME GREAT NATURAL OR PHILOSOPHIC TRUTH. TO THE IGNORANT IT WAS BUT A PLACE TO WHICH TO BRING OFFERINGS AND IN WHICH TO MAKE SACRIFICE; TO THE WISE IT WAS A TEMPLE OF LEARNING, SACRED TO THE UNIVERSAL SPIRIT OF WISDOM. WHILE THE GREATEST, MINDS OF THE JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN WORLDS HAVE REALIZED THAT THE HOLY BIBLE IS A BOOK OF ALLEGORIES, FEW SEEM TO HAVE TAKEN THE TROUBLE TO INVESTIGATE ITS SYMBOLS AND PARABLES. WHEN MOSES INSTITUTED HIS MYSTERIES, HE IS SAID TO HAVE GIVEN TO A CHOSEN FEW INITIATES CERTAIN ORAL TEACHINGS WHICH COULD NEVER BE WRITTEN BUT WERE TO BE PRESERVED FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE NEXT BY WORD-OF-MOUTH TRANSMISSION. THOSE INSTRUCTIONS WERE IN THE FORM OF PHILOSOPHICAL KEYS, BY MEANS OF WHICH THE ALLEGORIES WERE MADE TO REVEAL THEIR HIDDEN SIGNIFICANCE. THESE MYSTIC KEYS TO THEIR SACRED WRITINGS WERE CALLED BY THE JEWS THE QABBALAH (CABALA, KABALLAH). THE MODERN WORLD SEEMS TO HAVE FORGOTTEN THE EXISTENCE OF THOSE UNWRITTEN TEACHINGS WHICH EXPLAINED SATISFACTORILY THE APPARENT CONTRADICTIONS OF THE WRITTEN SCRIPTURES, NOR DOES IT REMEMBER THAT THE PAGANS APPOINTED THEIR TWO-FACED JANUS AS CUSTODIAN OF THE KEY TO THE TEMPLE OF WISDOM. JANUS HAS BEEN METAMORPHOSED INTO ST. PETER, SO OFTEN SYMBOLIZED AS HOLDING IN HIS HAND THE KEY TO THE GATE OF HEAVEN. THE GOLD AND SILVER KEYS OF "GOD'S VICAR ON EARTH," THE POPE, SYMBOLIZES THIS "SECRET DOCTRINE" WHICH, WHEN PROPERLY UNDERSTOOD, UNLOCKS THE TREASURE CHEST OF THE CHRISTIAN AND JEWISH QABBALAH. THE TEMPLES OF EGYPTIAN MYSTICISM (FROM WHICH THE TABERNACLE WAS COPIED) WERE--ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN PRIESTS--MINIATURE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE UNIVERSE. THE SOLAR SYSTEM WAS ALWAYS REGARDED AS A GREAT TEMPLE OF INITIATION, WHICH CANDIDATES ENTERED THROUGH THE GATES OF BIRTH; AFTER THREADING THE TORTUOUS PASSAGEWAYS OF EARTHLY EXISTENCE, THEY FINALLY APPROACHED THE VEIL OF THE GREAT MYSTERY--DEATH--THROUGH WHOSE GATE THEY VANISHED BACK INTO THE INVISIBLE WORLD. SOCRATES SUBTLY REMINDED HIS DISCIPLES THAT DEATH WAS, IN REALITY, THE GREAT INITIATION, FOR HIS LAST WORDS WERE: "CRITO, I OWE A COCK TO ASCLEPIUS; WILL YOU REMEMBER TO PAY THE DEBT?" (AS THE ROOSTER WAS SACRED TO THE GODS AND THE SACRIFICE OF THIS BIRD ACCOMPANIED A CANDIDATE'S INTRODUCTION INTO THE MYSTERIES, SOCRATES IMPLIED THAT HE WAS ABOUT TO TAKE HIS GREAT INITIATION.) LIFE IS THE GREAT MYSTERY, AND ONLY THOSE WHO PASS SUCCESSFULLY THROUGH ITS TESTS AND TRIALS, INTERPRETING THEM ARIGHT AND EXTRACTING THE ESSENCE OF EXPERIENCE THEREFROM, ACHIEVE TRUE UNDERSTANDING. THUS, THE TEMPLES WERE BUILT IN THE FORM OF THE WORLD AND THEIR RITUALS WERE BASED UPON LIFE AND ITS MULTITUDINOUS PROBLEMS. NOR ONLY WAS THE TABERNACLE ITSELF PATTERNED ACCORDING TO EGYPTIAN MYSTICISM; ITS UTENSILS WERE ALSO OF ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED FORM. THE ARK---
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THE ANCIENT OF DAYS.
---IT IS IN THIS FORM THAT JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS GENERALLY PICTURED BY THE QABBALISTS. THE DRAWING IS INTENDED TO REPRESENT THE DEMIURGUS OF THE GREEKS AND GNOSTICS, CALLED BY THE GREEKS "ZEUS," THE IMMORTAL MORTAL, AND BY THE HEBREWS "IHVH [YHWH---LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]." ---OF THE COVENANT ITSELF WAS AN ADAPTATION OF THE EGYPTIAN ARK, EVEN TO THE KNEELING FIGURES UPON ITS LID. BAS-RELIEFS ON THE TEMPLE OF PHILAE SHOW EGYPTIAN PRIESTS CARRYING THEIR ARK--WHICH CLOSELY RESEMBLED THE ARK OF THE JEWS--UPON THEIR SHOULDERS BY MEANS OF STAVES LIKE THOSE DESCRIBED IN EXODUS. THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION OF THE TABERNACLE AND ITS PRIESTS IS BASED UPON THE ACCOUNT OF ITS CONSTRUCTION AND CEREMONIES RECORDED BY JOSEPHUS IN THE THIRD BOOK OF HIS ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. THE BIBLE REFERENCES ARE FROM A "BREECHES" BIBLE (FAMOUS FOR ITS RENDERING OF THE SEVENTH VERSE OF THE THIRD CHAPTER OF GENESIS), PRINTED IN LONDON IN 1599, AND THE QUOTATIONS ARE REPRODUCED IN THEIR ORIGINAL SPELLING AND PUNCTUATION. 
THE BUILDING OF THE TABERNACLE
MOSES, SPEAKING FOR JEHOVAH, THE GOD OF ISRAEL, APPOINTED TWO ARCHITECTS TO SUPERINTEND THE BUILDING OF THE TABERNACLE. THEY WERE BESALEEL, THE SON OF URI, OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, AND AHOLIAB, THE SON OF AHISAMACH, OF THE TRIBE OF DAN. THEIR POPULARITY WAS SO GREAT THAT THEY WERE ALSO THE UNANIMOUS CHOICE OF THE PEOPLE. WHEN JACOB UPON HIS DEATHBED BLESSED HIS SONS (GENESIS XLIX), HE ASSIGNED TO EACH A SYMBOL. THE SYMBOL OF JUDAH WAS A LION; THAT OF DAN A SERPENT OR A BIRD (POSSIBLY AN EAGLE). THE LION AND THE EAGLE ARE TWO OF THE FOUR BEASTS OF THE CHERUBIM (THE FIXED SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC); AND THE ROSICRUCIAN ALCHEMISTS MAINTAINED THAT THE MYSTERIOUS STONE OF THE WISE (THE SOUL) WAS COMPOUNDED WITH THE AID OF THE BLOOD OF THE RED LION AND THE GLUTEN OF THE WHITE EAGLE. IT SEEMS PROBABLE THAT THERE IS A HIDDEN MYSTIC RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FIRE (THE RED LION), WATER (THE WHITE EAGLE), AS THEY WERE USED IN OCCULT CHEMISTRY, AND THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THESE TWO TRIBES WHOSE SYMBOLS WERE IDENTICAL WITH THESE ALCHEMICAL ELEMENTS. AS THE TABERNACLE WAS THE DWELLING PLACE OF GOD AMONG MEN, LIKEWISE THE SOUL BODY IN MAN IS THE DWELLING PLACE OF HIS DIVINE NATURE, ROUND WHICH GATHERS A TWELVEFOLD MATERIAL CONSTITUTION IN THE SAME MANNER THAT THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL CAMPED ABOUT THE ENCLOSURE SACRED TO JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THE IDEA THAT THE TABERNACLE WAS REALLY SYMBOLIC OF AN INVISIBLE SPIRITUAL TRUTH OUTSIDE THE COMPREHENSION OF THE ISRAELITES IS SUBSTANTIATED BY A STATEMENT MADE IN THE EIGHTH CHAPTER OF HEBREWS: "WHO SERVE UNTO THE PATERNE AND SHADOWE OF HEAVENLY THINGS, AS MOSES WAS WARNED BY GOD, WHEN HE WAS ABOUT TO FINISH THE TABERNACLE." HERE WE FIND THE MATERIAL PHYSICAL PLACE OF WORSHIP CALLED A "SHADOW" OR SYMBOL OF A SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION, INVISIBLE BUT OMNIPOTENT. THE SPECIFICATIONS OF THE TABERNACLE ARE DESCRIBED IN THE BOOK OF EXODUS, TWENTY-FIFTH CHAPTER: "THEN THE LORD SPOKE UNTO MOSES, SAYING, SPEAKE UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT THEY RECEIVE AN OFFERING FOR ME: OF EVERY MAN, WHOSE HEART GIVETH IT FREELY, YEE SHALL TAKE THE OFFERING FOR ME. AND THIS IS THE OFFERING WHICH YE SHALL TAKE OF THEM, GOLD AND SILVER, AND BRASS, AND BLUE SILKE, AND PURPLE, AND SCARLET, AND FINE LINNEN AND GOATS HAIRE. AND RAMMES SKINNES COLORED RED, AND THE SKINNES OF BADGERS, AND THE WOOD SHITTIM, OYLE FOR THE LIGHT, SPICES FOR ANOYNTING OYLE, AND FOR THE PERFUME OF SWEET FAVOR, ONIX STONES, AND STORIES TO BE SET IN THE EPHOD, AND IN THE BREASTPLATE. ALSO, THEY SHALL MAKE ME A SANCTUARY, THAT I MAY DWELL AMONG THEM. ACCORDING TO ALL THAT I SHEW THEE, EVEN SO SHALL YE MAKE THE FORME OF THE TABERNACLE, AND THE FASHION OF ALL THE INSTRUMENTS THEREOF." THE COURT OF THE TABERNACLE WAS AN ENCLOSED AREA, FIFTY CUBITS WIDE AND ONE HUNDRED CUBITS LONG, CIRCUMSCRIBED BY A WALL OF LINEN CURTAINS HUNG FROM BRAZEN PILLARS FIVE CUBITS APART. (THE CUBIT IS AN ANCIENT STANDARD OF MEASUREMENT, ITS LENGTH BEING EQUAL TO THE DISTANCE BETWEEN THE ELBOW AND THE EXTREME END OF THE INDEX FINGER, APPROXIMATELY EIGHTEEN INCHES.) THERE WERE TWENTY OF THESE PILLARS ON EACH OF THE LONGER SIDES AND TEN ON THE SHORTER. EACH PILLAR HAD A BASE OF BRASS AND A CAPITAL OF SILVER. THE TABERNACLE WAS ALWAYS LAID OUT WITH THE LONG SIDES FACING NORTH AND SOUTH AND THE SHORT SIDES FACING EAST AND WEST, WITH THE ENTRANCE TO THE EAST, THUS SHOWING THE INFLUENCE OF PRIMITIVE SUN WORSHIP. THE OUTER COURT SERVED THE PRINCIPAL PURPOSE OF ISOLATING THE TENT OF THE TABERNACLE PROPER, WHICH STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THE ENCLOSURE. AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE COURTYARD, WHICH WAS IN THE EASTERN FACE OF THE RECTANGLE, STOOD THE ALTAR OF BURNT OFFERINGS, MADE OF BRASS PLATES OVER WOOD AND ORNAMENTED WITH THE HORNS OF BULLS AND RAMS. FARTHER IN, BUT ON A LINE WITH THIS ALTAR, STOOD THE LAVER OF PURIFICATION, A GREAT VESSEL CONTAINING WATER FOR PRIESTLY ABLUTIONS. THE LAVER WAS TWOFOLD IN ITS CONSTRUCTION, THE UPPER PART BEING A LARGE BOWL, PROBABLY COVERED, WHICH SERVED AS A SOURCE OF SUPPLY FOR A LOWER BASIN IN WHICH THE PRIESTS BATHED THEMSELVES BEFORE PARTICIPATING IN THE VARIOUS CEREMONIALS. IT IS SUPPOSED THAT THIS LAVER WAS ENCRUSTED WITH THE METAL MIRRORS OF THE WOMEN OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. THE DIMENSIONS OF THE TABERNACLE PROPER WERE AS FOLLOWS: "ITS LENGTH, WHEN IT WAS SET UP, WAS THIRTY CUBITS, AND ITS BREADTH WAS TEN CUBITS. THE ONE OF ITS WALLS WAS ON THE SOUTH, AND THE OTHER WAS EXPOSED TO THE NORTH, AND ON THE BACK PART OF IT REMAINED THE WEST. IT WAS NECESSARY THAT ITS HEIGHT SHOULD BE EQUAL TO ITS BREADTH (TEN CUBITS)." (JOSEPHUS.) IT IS THE CUSTOM OF BIBLIOLOGISTS TO DIVIDE THE INTERIOR OF THE TABERNACLE INTO TWO ROOMS: ONE ROOM TEN CUBITS WIDE, TEN CUBITS HIGH, AND TWENTY CUBITS LONG, WHICH WAS CALLED THE HOLY PLACE AND CONTAINED THREE SPECIAL ARTICLES OF FURNITURE, NAMELY, THE SEVEN-BRANCHED CANDLESTICK, THE TABLE OF THE SHEWBREAD, AND THE ALTAR OF BURNT INCENSE; THE OTHER ROOM TEN CUBITS WIDE, TEN CUBITS HIGH, AND TEN CUBITS LONG, WHICH WAS CALLED THE HOLY OF HOLIES AND CONTAINED BUT ONE ARTICLE OF FURNITURE--THE ARK OF THE COVENANT. THE TWO ROOMS WERE SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER BY AN ORNAMENTAL VEIL UPON WHICH WERE EMBROIDERED MANY KINDS OF FLOWERS, BUT NO ANIMAL OR HUMAN FIGURES. JOSEPHUS HINTS THAT THERE WAS A THIRD COMPARTMENT WHICH WAS FORMED BY SUBDIVIDING THE HOLY PLACE, AT LEAST HYPOTHETICALLY, INTO TWO CHAMBERS. THE JEWISH HISTORIAN IS NOT VERY EXPLICIT IN HIS DESCRIPTION OF THIS THIRD ROOM, AND THE MAJORITY OF WRITERS SEEM TO HAVE ENTIRELY OVERLOOKED AND NEGLECTED THIS POINT, ALTHOUGH JOSEPHUS EMPHATICALLY STATES THAT MOSES HIMSELF DIVIDED THE INNER TENT INTO THREE SECTIONS. THE VEIL SEPARATING THE HOLY PLACE FROM THE HOLY OF HOLIES WAS HUNG ACROSS FOUR PILLARS, WHICH PROBABLY INDICATED IN A SUBTLE WAY THE FOUR ELEMENTS, WHILE AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE TENT PROPER THE JEWS PLACED SEVEN PILLARS, REFERRING TO THE SEVEN SENSES AND THE SEVEN VOWELS OF THE SACRED NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THAT LATER ONLY FIVE PILLARS ARE MENTIONED MAY BE ACCOUNTED FOR BY THE FACT THAT AT THE PRESENT TIME MAN HAS ONLY FIVE DEVELOPED SENSES AND FIVE ACTIVE VOWELS. THE EARLY JEWISH WRITER OF THE BARAITHA TREATS OF THE CURTAINS AS FOLLOWS: "THERE WERE PROVIDED TEN CURTAINS OF BLUE, OF PURPLE, AND SCARLET, AND FINE-TWINED LINEN. AS IS SAID, 'MOREOVER THOU SHALL MAKE THE TABERNACLE WITH TEN CURTAINS OF FINE-TWINED LINEN, AND BLUE, AND PURPLE, AND SCARLET.' THERE WERE PROVIDED ELEVEN CURTAINS OF GOATS' HAIR, AND THE LENGTH OF EVERY ONE OF THEM WAS THIRTY CUBITS...RABBI JUDAH SAID, 'THERE WERE TWO COVERS-THE LOWER ONE OF RAMS' SKINS DYED RED, AND THE UPPER ONE OF BADGERS' SKINS.'" CALMET IS OF THE OPINION THAT THE HEBREW WORD TRANSLATED "BADGER" REALLY MEANS "DARK PURPLE" AND THEREFORE DID NOT REFER TO ANY PARTICULAR ANIMAL, BUT PROBABLY TO A HEAVILY WOVEN WATERPROOF FABRIC OF DARK AND INCONSPICUOUS COLOR. DURING THE TIME OF ISRAEL'S WANDERINGS THROUGH THE WILDERNESS, IT IS SUPPOSED THAT A PILLAR OF FIRE HOVERED OVER THE TABERNACLE AT NIGHT, WHILE A COLUMN OF SMOKE TRAVELED WITH IT BY DAY. THIS CLOUD WAS CALLED BY THE JEWS THE SHECHINAH AND WAS SYMBOLIC OF THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. IN ONE OF THE EARLY JEWISH BOOKS REJECTED AT THE TIME OF THE COMPILING OF THE TALMUD THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION OF THE SHECHINAH APPEARS: "THEN A CLOUD COVERED THE TENT OF THE CONGREGATION, AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD FILLED THE TABERNACLE. AND THAT WAS ONE OF THE CLOUDS OF GLORY, WHICH SERVED THE ISRAELITES IN THE WILDERNESS FORTY YEARS. ONE ON THE RIGHT HAND, AND ONE ON THE LEFT, AND ONE BEFORE THEM, AND ONE BEHIND THEM. AND ONE OVER THEM, AND A CLOUD DWELLING IN THEIR MIDST (AND THE CLOUD, THE SHECHINAH WHICH WAS IN THE TENT), AND THE PILLAR OF CLOUD WHICH MOVED BEFORE THEM, MAKING LOW BEFORE THEM THE HIGH PLACES, AND MAKING HIGH BEFORE THEM THE LOW PLACES, AND KILLING SERPENTS AND SCORPIONS, AND BURNING THORNS AND BRIARS, AND GUIDING THEM IN THE STRAIGHT WAY." (THE BARAITHA, THE BOOK OF THE TABERNACLE.)
THE FURNISHINGS OF THE TABERNACLE
THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THE TABERNACLE, ITS FURNISHINGS AND CEREMONIALS, WHEN CONSIDERED ESOTERICALLY, ARE ANALOGOUS TO THE STRUCTURE, ORGANS, AND FUNCTIONS OF THE HUMAN BODY. AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE OUTER COURT OF THE TABERNACLE STOOD THE ALTAR OF BURNT OFFERINGS, FIVE CUBITS LONG AND FIVE CUBITS WIDE BUT ONLY THREE CUBITS HIGH. ITS UPPER SURFACE WAS A BRAZEN GRILL UPON WHICH THE SACRIFICE WAS PLACED, WHILE BENEATH WAS A SPACE FOR THE FIRE. THIS ALTAR SIGNIFIED---
[image:  THE BREASTPLATE OF THE HIGH PRIEST.]
THE BREASTPLATE OF THE HIGH PRIEST.
---THE ORDER OF THE STONES AND THE TRIBE OVER WHICH EACH ADMINISTERED WERE, ACCORDING TO CALMET, AS IN THE ABOVE DIAGRAM. THESE GEMS, ACCORDING TO THE ROSICRUCIAN’S, WERE SYMBOLIC OF THE TWELVE GREAT QUALITIES AND VIRTUES: ILLUMINATION, LOVE, WISDOM, TRUTH, JUSTICE, PEACE, EQUILIBRIUM, HUMILITY, FAITH, STRENGTH, JOY, VICTORY. THAT A CANDIDATE, WHEN FIRST ENTERING THE PRECINCTS OF SANCTUARY, MUST OFFER UPON THE BRAZEN ALTAR NOT A POOR UNOFFENDING BULL OR RAM BUT ITS CORRESPONDENCE WITHIN HIS OWN NATURE. THE BULL, BEING SYMBOLIC OF EARTHINESS, REPRESENTED HIS OWN GROSS CONSTITUTION WHICH MUST BE BURNED UP BY THE FIRE OF HIS DIVINITY. (THE SACRIFICING OF BEASTS, AND IN SOME CASES HUMAN BEINGS, UPON THE ALTARS OF THE PAGANS WAS THE RESULT OF THEIR IGNORANCE CONCERNING THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE UNDERLYING SACRIFICE. THEY DID NOT REALIZE THAT THEIR OFFERINGS MUST COME FROM WITHIN THEIR OWN NATURES IN ORDER TO BE ACCEPTABLE.) FARTHER WESTWARD, IN LINE WITH THE BRAZEN ALTAR, WAS THE LAVER OF PURIFICATION ALREADY DESCRIBED. IT SIGNIFIED TO THE PRIEST THAT HE SHOULD CLEANSE NOT ONLY HIS BODY BUT ALSO HIS SOUL FROM ALL STAINS OF IMPURITY, FOR NONE WHO IS NOT CLEAN IN BOTH BODY AND MIND CAN ENTER INTO THE PRESENCE OF DIVINITY AND LIVE. BEYOND THE LAVER OF PURIFICATION WAS THE ENTRANCE TO THE TABERNACLE PROPER, FACING THE EAST, SO THAT THE FIRST RAYS OF THE RISING SUN MIGHT ENTER AND LIGHT THE CHAMBER. BETWEEN THE ENCRUSTED PILLARS COULD BE SEEN THE HOLY PLACE, A MYSTERIOUS CHAMBER, ITS WALLS HUNG WITH MAGNIFICENT DRAPES EMBROIDERED WITH THE FACES OF CHERUBS. AGAINST THE WALL ON THE SOUTHERN SIDE OF THE HOLY PLACE STOOD THE GREAT CANDLESTICK, OR LAMPSTAND, OF CAST GOLD, WHICH WAS BELIEVED TO WEIGH ABOUT A HUNDRED POUNDS. FROM ITS CENTRAL SHAFT BRANCHED OUT SIX ARMS, EACH ENDING IN A CUP-SHAPED DEPRESSION IN WHICH STOOD AN OIL LAMP. THERE WERE SEVEN LAMPS, THREE ON THE ARMS AT EACH SIDE AND ONE ON THE CENTRAL STEM. THE CANDLESTICK WAS ORNAMENTED WITH SEVENTY-TWO ALMONDS, KNOPS, AND FLOWERS. JOSEPHUS SAYS SEVENTY, BUT WHEREVER THIS ROUND NUMBER IS USED BY THE HEBREWS IT REALLY MEANS SEVENTY-TWO. OPPOSITE THE CANDLESTICK, AGAINST THE NORTHERN WALL, WAS A TABLE BEARING TWELVE LOAVES OF SHEWBREAD IN TWO STACKS OF SIX LOAVES EACH. (CALMET IS OF THE OPINION THAT THE BREAD WAS NOT STACKED UP BUT SPREAD OUT ON THE TABLE IN TWO ROWS, EACH CONTAINING SIX LOAVES.) ON THIS TABLE ALSO STOOD TWO LIGHTED INCENSORIES, WHICH WERE PLACED UPON THE TOPS OF THE STACKS OF SHEWBREAD SO THAT THE SMOKE OF THE INCENSE MIGHT BE AN ACCEPTABLE AROMA TO THE LORD, BEARING WITH IT IN ITS ASCENT THE SOUL OF THE SHEWBREAD. IN THE CENTER OF THE ROOM, ALMOST AGAINST THE PARTITION LEADING INTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES, STOOD THE ALTAR OF BURNT INCENSE, MADE OF WOOD OVERLAID WITH GOLDEN PLATES. ITS WIDTH AND LENGTH WERE EACH A CUBIT AND ITS HEIGHT, WAS TWO CUBITS. THIS ALTAR WAS SYMBOLIC OF THE HUMAN LARYNX, FROM WHICH THE WORDS OF MAN'S MOUTH ASCEND AS AN ACCEPTABLE OFFERING UNTO THE LORD, FOR THE LARYNX OCCUPIES THE POSITION IN THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN BETWEEN THE HOLY PLACE, WHICH IS THE TRUNK OF HIS BODY, AND THE HOLY OF HOLIES, WHICH IS THE HEAD WITH ITS CONTENTS. INTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES NONE MIGHT PASS SAVE THE HIGH PRIEST, AND HE ONLY AT CERTAIN PRESCRIBED TIMES, THE ROOM CONTAINED NO FURNISHINGS SAVE THE ARK OF THE COVENANT, WHICH STOOD AGAINST THE WESTERN WALL, OPPOSITE THE ENTRANCE. IN EXODUS THE DIMENSIONS OF THE ARK ARE GIVEN AS TWO AND A HALF CUBITS FOR ITS LENGTH, ONE CUBIT AND A HALF ITS BREADTH AND ONE CUBIT AND A HALF ITS HEIGHT. IT WAS MADE OF SHITTIM-WOOD, GOLD PLATED WITHIN AND WITHOUT, AND CONTAINED THE SACRED TABLETS OF THE LAW DELIVERED TO MOSES UPON SINAI. THE LID OF THE ARK WAS IN THE FORM OF A GOLDEN PLATE UPON WHICH KNELT TWO MYSTERIOUS CREATURES CALLED CHERUBIM, FACING EACH OTHER, WITH WINGS ARCHED OVERHEAD. IT WAS UPON THIS MERCY SEAT BETWEEN THE WINGS OF THE CELESTIALS THAT THE LORD OF ISRAEL DESCENDED WHEN HE DESIRED TO COMMUNICATE WITH HIS HIGH PRIEST. THE FURNISHINGS OF THE TABERNACLE WERE MADE CONVENIENTLY PORTABLE. EACH ALTAR AND IMPLEMENT OF ANY SIZE, WAS SUPPLIED WITH STAVES WHICH COULD BE PUT: THROUGH RINGS; BY THIS MEANS IT COULD BE PICKED UP AND CARRIED BY FOUR OR MORE BEARERS. THE STAVES WERE NEVER REMOVED FROM THE ARK OF THE COVENANT UNTIL IT WAS FINALLY PLACED IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES OF THE EVERLASTING HOUSE, KING SOLOMON'S TEMPLE. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THE JEWS IN EARLY TIMES REALIZED, AT LEAST IN PART, THAT THEIR TABERNACLE WAS A SYMBOLIC EDIFICE. JOSEPHUS REALIZED THIS AND WHILE HE HAS BEEN SEVERELY CRITICIZED BECAUSE HE INTERPRETED THE TABERNACLE SYMBOLISM ACCORDING TO EGYPTIAN AND GRECIAN PAGANISM, HIS DESCRIPTION OF THE SECRET MEANINGS OF ITS DRAPES AND FURNISHINGS IS WELL WORTHY OF CONSIDERATION. HE SAYS: "WHEN MOSES DISTINGUISHED THE TABERNACLE INTO THREE PARTS, AND ALLOWED TWO OF THEM TO THE PRIESTS, AS A PLACE ACCESSIBLE AND COMMON, HE DENOTED THE LAND AND THE SEA, THESE BEING OF GENERAL ACCESS TO ALL; BUT HE SET APART THE THIRD DIVISION FOR GOD, BECAUSE HEAVEN IS INACCESSIBLE TO MEN. AND WHEN HE ORDERED TWELVE LOAVES TO BE SET ON A TABLE, HE DENOTED THE YEAR, AS DISTINGUISHED INTO SO MANY MONTHS. BY BRANCHING OUT THE CANDLESTICK INTO SEVENTY PARTS, HE SECRETLY INTIMATED THE DECANI, OR SEVENTY DIVISIONS OF THE PLANETS; AND AS TO THE SEVEN LAMPS UPON THE CANDLESTICKS, THEY REFERRED TO THE COURSE OF THE PLANETS, OF WHICH THAT IS THE NUMBER. THE VEILS TOO, WHICH WERE COMPOSED OF FOUR THINGS, THEY DECLARED THE FOUR ELEMENTS; FOR THE PLAIN LINEN WAS PROPER TO SIGNIFY THE EARTH, BECAUSE THE FLAX GROWS OUT OF THE EARTH; THE PURPLE SIGNIFIED THE SEA, BECAUSE THAT COLOR IS DYED BY THE BLOOD OF A SEA SHELL-FISH; THE BLUE IS FIT TO SIGNIFY THE AIR; AND THE SCARLET WILL NATURALLY BE AN INDICATION OF FIRE. "NOW THE VESTMENT OF THE HIGH-PRIEST BEING MADE OF LINEN, SIGNIFIED THE EARTH; THE BLUE DENOTED THE SKY, BEING LIKE LIGHTNING IN ITS POMEGRANATES, AND IN THE NOISE OF THE BELLS RESEMBLING THUNDER. AND FOR THE EPHOD, IT SHOWED THAT GOD HAD MADE THE UNIVERSE OF FOUR (ELEMENTS); AND AS FOR THE GOLD INTERWOVEN…IT RELATED TO THE SPLENDOR BY WHICH ALL THINGS ARE ENLIGHTENED. HE ALSO APPOINTED THE BREASTPLATE TO BE PLACED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EPHOD, TO RESEMBLE THE EARTH, FOR THAT HAS THE VERY MIDDLE PLACE OF THE WORLD. AND THE GIRDLE WHICH ENCOMPASSED THE HIGH-PRIEST ROUND SIGNIFIED THE OCEAN, FOR THAT GOES ROUND ABOUT AND INCLUDES THE UNIVERSE. EACH OF THE SARDONYXES DECLARES TO US THE SUN AND THE MOON, THOSE, I MEAN, THAT WERE IN THE NATURE OF BUTTONS ON THE HIGH-PRIEST'S SHOULDERS. AND FOR THE TWELVE STONES, WHETHER WE UNDERSTAND BY THEM THE MONTHS, OR WHETHER WE UNDERSTAND THE LIKE NUMBER OF THE SIGNS OF THAT CIRCLE WHICH THE GREEKS CALL THE ZODIAC, WE SHALL NOT BE MISTAKEN IN THEIR MEANING. AND FOR THE MITRE, WHICH WAS OF A BLUE COLOR, IT SEEMS TO ME TO MEAN HEAVEN; FOR HOW OTHERWISE COULD THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD BE INSCRIBED UPON IT? THAT IT WAS ALSO ILLUSTRATED WITH A CROWN, AND THAT OF GOLD ALSO, IS BECAUSE OF THAT SPLENDOR WITH WHICH GOD IS PLEASED." IT IS ALSO SYMBOLICALLY SIGNIFICANT THAT THE TABERNACLE WAS BUILT IN SEVEN MONTHS AND DEDICATED TO GOD AT THE TIME OF THE NEW MOON. THE METALS USED IN THE BUILDING OF THE TABERNACLE WERE ALL EMBLEMATIC. GOLD REPRESENTS SPIRITUALITY, AND THE GOLDEN PLATES LAID OVER THE SHITTIM-WOOD WERE EMBLEMS OF THE SPIRITUAL NATURE WHICH GLORIFIES THE HUMAN NATURE SYMBOLIZED BY THE WOOD. MYSTICS HAVE TAUGHT THAT MAN'S PHYSICAL BODY IS SURROUNDED BY A SERIES OF INVISIBLE BODIES OF DIVERSE COLORS AND GREAT SPLENDOR. IN THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE, THE SPIRITUAL NATURE IS CONCEALED AND IMPRISONED IN THE MATERIAL NATURE, BUT IN A FEW THIS INTERNAL CONSTITUTION HAS BEEN OBJECTIFIED AND THE SPIRITUAL NATURE IS OUTSIDE, SO THAT IT SURROUNDS MAN'S PERSONALITY WITH A GREAT RADIANCE. SILVER, USED AS THE CAPITALS FOR THE PILLARS, HAS ITS REFERENCE TO THE MOON, WHICH WAS SACRED TO THE JEWS AND THE EGYPTIANS ALIKE. THE PRIESTS HELD SECRET RITUALISTIC CEREMONIES AT THE TIME OF THE NEW AND THE FULL MOON, BOTH OF WHICH PERIODS WERE SACRED TO JEHOVAH. SILVER, SO THE ANCIENTS TAUGHT, WAS GOLD WITH ITS SUN-RAY TURNED INWARD INSTEAD OF OBJECTIFIED. WHILE GOLD SYMBOLIZED THE SPIRITUAL SOUL, SILVER REPRESENTED THE PURIFIED AND REGENERATED HUMAN NATURE OF MAN. THE BRASS USED IN THE OUTER ALTARS WAS A COMPOSITE SUBSTANCE CONSISTING OF AN ALLOY OF PRECIOUS AND BASE METALS. THUS, IT REPRESENTED THE CONSTITUTION OF THE AVERAGE INDIVIDUAL, WHO IS A COMBINATION OF BOTH THE HIGHER AND THE LOWER ELEMENTS. THE THREE DIVISIONS OF THE TABERNACLE SHOULD HAVE A SPECIAL INTEREST TO FREEMASONS, FOR THEY REPRESENT THE THREE DEGREES OF THE BLUE LODGE, WHILE THE THREE ORDERS OF PRIESTS WHO SERVED THE TABERNACLE ARE PRESERVED TO MODERN MASONRY AS THE ENTERED APPRENTICE, THE FELLOW CRAFTSMAN, AND THE MASTER MASON. THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDERS BUILT A TABERNACLE NOT UNLIKE THAT OF THE JEWS, EXCEPT THAT THEIR ROOMS WERE ONE ABOVE ANOTHER AND NOT ONE BEHIND ANOTHER, AS IN THE CASE OF THE TABERNACLE OF THE ISRAELITES. THE THREE ROOMS ARE ALSO THE THREE IMPORTANT CHAMBERS OF THE GREAT PYRAMID OF GIZEH.
THE ROBES OF GLORY
AS EXPLAINED IN THE QUOTATION FROM JOSEPHUS, THE ROBES AND ADORNMENTS OF THE JEWISH PRIESTS HAD A SECRET SIGNIFICANCE, AND EVEN TO THIS DAY THERE IS A RELIGIOUS CIPHER LANGUAGE CONCEALED IN THE COLORS, FORMS, AND USES OF SACRED GARMENTS, NOT ONLY AMONG THE CHRISTIAN AND JEWISH PRIESTS BUT ALSO AMONG PAGAN RELIGIONS. THE VESTMENTS OF THE TABERNACLE PRIESTS WERE CALLED CAHANAEAE; THOSE OF THE HIGH PRIEST WERE TERMED CAHANAEAE RABBAE. OVER THE MACHANESE, AN UNDERGARMENT RESEMBLING SHORT TROUSERS, THEY WORE THE CHETHONE, A FINELY WOVEN LINEN ROBE, WHICH REACHED TO THE GROUND AND HAD LONG SLEEVES TIED TO THE ARMS OF THE WEARER. A BRIGHTLY EMBROIDERED SASH, TWISTED SEVERAL TIMES AROUND THE WAIST (A LITTLE HIGHER THAN IS CUSTOMARY), WITH ONE END PENDENT IN FRONT, AND A CLOSELY FITTING LINEN CAP, DESIGNATED MASNAEMPHTHES, COMPLETED THE COSTUME OF THE ORDINARY PRIEST.
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THE GARMENTS OF GLORY.
TH. ROBE OF THE HIGH PRIEST OF ISRAEL WERE OFTEN CALLED "THE GARMENTS OF GLORY", FOR THEY RESEMBLED THE REGENERATED AND SPIRITUALIZED NATURE OF MAN, SYMBOLIZED BY A VESTMENT WHICH ALL MUST WEAVE FROM THE THREADS OF CHARACTER AND VIRTUE BEFORE THEY CAN BECOME HIGH PRIESTS AFTER THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK. THE VESTMENTS OF THE HIGH PRIEST WERE THE SAME AS THOSE OF THE LESSER DEGREES, EXCEPT THAT CERTAIN GARMENTS AND ADORNMENTS WERE ADDED. OVER THE SPECIALLY WOVEN WHITE LINEN ROBE THE HIGH PRIEST WORE A SEAMLESS AND SLEEVELESS HABIT, SKY-BLUE IN COLOR AND REACHING NEARLY TO HIS FEET. THIS WAS CALLED THE MEEIR AND WAS ORNAMENTED WITH A FRINGE OF ALTERNATED GOLDEN BELLS AND POMEGRANATES. IN ECCLESIASTICUS (ONE OF THE BOOKS REJECTED FROM THE MODERN BIBLE), THESE BELLS AND THEIR PURPOSE ARE DESCRIBED IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS: "AND HE COMPASSED HIM WITH POMEGRANATES, AND WITH MANY GOLDEN BELLS ROUND ABOUT, THAT AS HE WENT, THERE MIGHT BE A SOUND AND A NOISE THAT MIGHT BE HEARD IN THE TEMPLE, FOR A MEMORIAL TO THE CHILDREN OF HIS PEOPLE." THE MEEIR WAS ALSO BOUND IN WITH A VARIEGATED GIRDLE FINELY EMBROIDERED AND WITH GOLD WIRE INSERTED THROUGH THE EMBROIDERY. THE EPHOD, A SHORT VESTMENT DESCRIBED BY JOSEPHUS AS RESEMBLING A COAT OR JACKET, WAS WORN OVER THE UPPER PART OF THE MEEIR. THE THREADS OF WHICH THE EPHOD WAS WOVEN WERE OF MANY COLORS, PROBABLY RED, BLUE, PURPLE, AND WHITE, LIKE THE CURTAINS AND COVERINGS OF THE TABERNACLE. FINE GOLD WIRES WERE ALSO WOVEN INTO THE FABRIC. THE EPHOD WAS FASTENED AT EACH SHOULDER WITH A LARGE ONYX IN THE FORM OF A BUTTON, AND THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE SONS OF JACOB WERE ENGRAVED UPON THESE TWO STONES, SIX ON EACH. THESE ONYX BUTTONS WERE SUPPOSED TO HAVE ORACULAR POWERS, AND WHEN THE HIGH PRIEST ASKED CERTAIN QUESTIONS, THEY EMITTED A CELESTIAL RADIANCE. WHEN THE ONYX ON THE RIGHT SHOULDER WAS ILLUMINATED, IT SIGNIFIED THAT JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] [ACTS 7:1-60] ANSWERED THE QUESTION OF THE HIGH PRIEST: IN THE AFFIRMATIVE, AND WHEN THE ONE ON THE LEFT GLEAMED, IT INDICATED A NEGATIVE ANSWER TO THE QUERY. IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FRONT SURFACE OF THE EPHOD WAS A SPACE TO ACCOMMODATE THE ESSEN, OR BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND PROPHECY, WHICH, AS ITS NAME SIGNIFIES, WAS ALSO AN ORACLE OF GREAT POWER. THIS PECTORAL WAS ROUGHLY SQUARE IN SHAPE AND CONSISTED OF A FRAME OF EMBROIDERY INTO WHICH WERE SET TWELVE STONES, EACH HELD IN A SOCKET OF GOLD. BECAUSE OF THE GREAT WEIGHT OF ITS STONES, EACH OF WHICH WAS OF CONSIDERABLE SIZE AND IMMENSE VALUE, THE BREASTPLATE WAS HELD IN POSITION BY SPECIAL GOLDEN CHAINS AND RIBBONS. THE TWELVE STONES OF THE BREASTPLATE, LIKE THE ONYX STONES AT THE SHOULDERS OF THE EPHOD, HAD THE MYSTERIOUS POWER OF LIGHTING UP WITH DIVINE GLORY AND SO SERVING AS ORACLES. CONCERNING THE STRANGE POWER OF THESE FLASHING SYMBOLS OF ISRAEL'S TWELVE TRIBES, JOSEPHUS WRITES: "YET WILL I MENTION WHAT IS STILL MORE WONDERFUL THAN THIS: FOR GOD DECLARED BEFOREHAND, BY THOSE TWELVE STONES WHICH THE HIGH PRIEST BARE UPON HIS BREAST AND WHICH WERE INSERTED INTO HIS BREASTPLATE, WHEN THEY SHOULD BE VICTORIOUS IN BATTLE; FOR SO GREAT A SPLENDOR SHONE FORTH FROM THEM BEFORE THE ARMY BEGAN TO MARCH, THAT ALL THE PEOPLE WERE SENSIBLE OF GOD'S BEING PRESENT FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE. WHENCE IT CAME TO PASS THAT THOSE GREEKS, WHO HAD A VENERATION FOR OUR LAWS, BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT POSSIBLY CONTRADICT THIS, CALLED THE BREASTPLATE, 'THE ORACLE'." THE WRITER THEN ADDS THAT THE STONES CEASED TO LIGHT UP AND GLEAM SOME TWO HUNDRED YEARS BEFORE HE WROTE HIS HISTORY, BECAUSE THE JEWS HAD BROKEN THE LAWS OF JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND THE GOD OF ISRAEL WAS NO LONGER PLEASED WITH HIS CHOSEN PEOPLE. THE JEWS LEARNED ASTRONOMY FROM THE EGYPTIANS, AND IT IS NOT UNLIKELY THAT THE TWELVE JEWELS OF THE BREASTPLATE WERE SYMBOLIC OF THE TWELVE CONSTELLATIONS OF THE ZODIAC. THESE TWELVE CELESTIAL HIERARCHIES WERE LOOKED UPON AS JEWELS ADORNING THE BREASTPLATE OF THE UNIVERSAL MAN, THE MACROPROSOPHUS, WHO IS REFERRED TO IN THE ZOHAR AS THE ANCIENT OF DAYS. THE NUMBER TWELVE FREQUENTLY OCCURS AMONG ANCIENT PEOPLES, WHO IN NEARLY EVERY CASE HAD A PANTHEON CONSISTING OF TWELVE DEMIGODS AND GODDESSES PRESIDED OVER BY THE INVINCIBLE ONE, WHO WAS HIMSELF SUBJECT TO THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE ALL-FATHER [STEPHEN]. THIS USE OF THE NUMBER TWELVE IS ESPECIALLY NOTED IN THE JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN WRITINGS. THE TWELVE PROPHETS, THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS, THE TWELVE TRIBES, AND THE TWELVE APOSTLES--EACH GROUP HAS A CERTAIN OCCULT SIGNIFICANCE, FOR EACH REFERS TO THE DIVINE DUODECIMO, OR TWELVEFOLD DEITY, WHOSE EMANATIONS ARE MANIFESTED IN THE TANGIBLE CREATED UNIVERSE THROUGH TWELVE INDIVIDUALIZED CHANNELS. THE SECRET DOCTRINE ALSO CAUGHT THE PRIESTS THAT THE JEWELS REPRESENTED CENTERS OF LIFE WITHIN THEIR OWN CONSTITUTIONS, WHICH WHEN UNFOLDED ACCORDING TO THE ESOTERIC INSTRUCTIONS OF THE TEMPLE, WERE CAPABLE OF ABSORBING INTO THEMSELVES AND RADIATING FORTH AGAIN THE DIVINE LIGHT OF THE DEITY. (THE EAST INDIAN LOTUS BLOSSOMS HAVE A SIMILAR MEANING.) THE RABBIS HAVE TAUGHT THAT EACH TWISTED LINEN THREAD USED IN WEAVING THE TABERNACLE CURTAINS AND ORNAMENTATIONS CONSISTED OF TWENTY-FOUR SEPARATE STRANDS, REMINDING THE DISCERNING THAT THE EXPERIENCE, GAINED DURING THE TWENTY-FOUR HOURS OF THE DAY (SYMBOLIZED IN MASONRY BY THE TWENTY-FOUR-INCH RULE) BECOMES THE THREADS FROM WHICH ARE WOVEN THE GARMENTS OF GLORY.
THE URIM AND THUMMIM
IN THE REVERSE SIDE OF THE ESSEN, OR BREASTPLATE, WAS A POCKET CONTAINING MYSTERIOUS OBJECTS--THE URIM AND THUMMIM. ASIDE FROM THE FACT THAT THEY WERE USED IN DIVINATION, LITTLE IS NOW KNOWN ABOUT THESE OBJECTS. SOME WRITERS CONTEND THAT THEY WERE SMALL STONES (RESEMBLING THE FETISHES STILL REVERED BY CERTAIN ABORIGINAL PEOPLES) WHICH THE ISRAELITES HAD BROUGHT WITH THEM OUT OF EGYPT BECAUSE OF THEIR BELIEF THAT THEY POSSESSED DIVINE POWER. OTHERS BELIEVE THAT THE URIM AND THUMMIM WERE IN THE FORM OF DICE, USED FOR DECIDING EVENTS BY BEING CAST UPON THE GROUND. A FEW HAVE MAINTAINED THAT THEY WERE MERELY SACRED NAMES, WRITTEN ON PLATES OF GOLD AND CARRIED AS TALISMANS. "ACCORDING TO SOME, THE URIM AND THE THUMMIM SIGNIFY 'LIGHTS AND PERFECTIONS,' OR 'LIGHT AND TRUTH' WHICH LAST PRESENT A STRIKING ANALOGY TO THE. TWO FIGURES OF RE (RA) AND THEMI IN THE BREASTPLATE WORN BY THE EGYPTIANS." (THE FAITHS OF THE WORLD.) NOT THE LEAST REMARKABLE OF THE VESTMENTS OF THE HIGH PRIEST WAS HIS BONNET, OR HEADDRESS. OVER THE PLAIN WHITE CAP OF THE ORDINARY PRIEST THIS DIGNITARY WORE AN OUTER CLOTH OF BLUE AND A CROWN OF GOLD, THE CROWN CONSISTING OF THREE BANDS, ONE ABOVE THE OTHER LIKE THE TRIPLE MITER OF THE PERSIAN MAGI. THIS CROWN SYMBOLIZED THAT THE HIGH PRIEST WAS RULER NOT ONLY OVER THE THREE WORLDS WHICH THE ANCIENTS HAD DIFFERENTIATED (HEAVEN, EARTH, AND HELL), BUT ALSO OVER THE THREEFOLD DIVISIONS OF MAN AND THE UNIVERSE--THE SPIRITUAL, INTELLECTUAL, AND MATERIAL WORLDS. THESE DIVISIONS WERE ALSO SYMBOLIZED BY THE THREE APARTMENTS OF THE TABERNACLE ITSELF. AT THE PEAK OF THE HEADDRESS WAS A TINY CUP OF GOLD, MADE IN THE FORM OF A FLOWER. THIS SIGNIFIED THAT THE NATURE OF THE PRIEST WAS RECEPTIVE AND THAT HE HAD A VESSEL IN HIS OWN SOUL WHICH, CUPLIKE, WAS CAPABLE OF CATCHING THE ETERNAL WATERS OF LIFE POURING UPON HIM FROM THE HEAVENS ABOVE. THIS FLOWER OVER THE CROWN OF HIS HEAD IS SIMILAR IN ITS ESOTERIC MEANING TO THE ROSE GROWING OUT OF A SKULL, SO FAMOUS IN TEMPLAR SYMBOLOGY. THE ANCIENTS BELIEVED THAT THE SPIRITUAL NATURE ESCAPING FROM THE BODY PASSED UPWARD THROUGH THE CROWN OF THE HEAD; THEREFORE, THE FLOWERLIKE CALYX, OR CUP, SYMBOLIZED ALSO THE SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS. ON THE FRONT OF THE GOLDEN CROWN WERE INSCRIBED IN HEBREW, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD. THOUGH ROBES AND ORNAMENTS AUGMENTED THE RESPECT AND VENERATION OF THE ISRAELITES FOR THEIR HIGH PRIEST, SUCH TRAPPINGS MEANT NOTHING TO JEHOVAH. THEREFORE, BEFORE ENTERING THE HOLY OF HOLIES, THE HIGH PRIEST REMOVED HIS EARTHLY FINERY AND ENTERED INTO THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL UNCLOTHED. THERE HE COULD BE ROBED ONLY IN HIS OWN VIRTUES, AND HIS SPIRITUALITY MUST ADORN HIM AS A GARMENT. THERE IS A LEGEND TO THE EFFECT THAT ANY WHO CHANCED TO ENTER THE HOLY OF HOLIES UNCLEAN WERE DESTROYED BY A BOLT OF DIVINE FIRE FROM THE MERCY SEAT. IF THE [TOP] HIGH PRIEST HAD BUT ONE SELFISH [SEXUAL] THOUGHT, HE WOULD BE STRUCK DEAD. AS NO MAN KNOWS WHEN AN UNWORTHY [SEXUAL] THOUGHT MAY FLASH THROUGH HIS MIND, PRECAUTIONS HAD TO BE TAKEN IN CASE THE HIGH PRIEST SHOULD BE STRUCK DEAD WHILE IN THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. THE OTHER [TOP HIGH] PRIESTS COULD NOT ENTER THE SANCTUARY THEREFORE, WHEN THEIR LEADER [TOP HIGH PRIEST] WAS ABOUT TO GO IN AND RECEIVE THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDS OF THE LORD, THEY TIED A [STEEL] CHAIN AROUND ONE OF HIS FEET SO THAT IF HE WERE STRUCK DOWN WHILE BEHIND THE VEIL, THEY COULD DRAG THE BODY OUT. 
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THE HEADDRESS OF THE PRIESTS.
OVER THE PLAIN WHITE CAP OF THE ORDINARY PRIESTS THE HIGH PRIEST WORE AN OVER-CLOTH OF BLUE AND A BAND OF GOLD. ON THE FRONT OF THE GOLDEN BAND WERE INSCRIBED THE HEBREW WORDS "HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD." THIS ILLUSTRATION SHOWS THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE BONNET BOTH WITH AND WITHOUT THE GOLDEN CROWN.
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THE ARK WITH ITS CHERUBIM.
JOSEPHUS TELLS ITS THAT THE CHERUBIM WERE FLYING CREATURES BUT DIFFERENT IN APPEARANCE, FROM ANYTHING TO BE SEEN ON EARTH; THEREFORE, IMPOSSIBLE TO DESCRIBE. MOSES IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE SEEN THESE BEINGS KNEELING AT THE FOOTSTOOL OF GOD WHEN HE WAS PICKED UP AND BROUGHT INTO THE [SEXLESS] PRESENCE OF JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. IT IS PROBABLE THAT THEY RESEMBLED, AT LEAST IN GENERAL APPEARANCE, THE FAMOUS CHERUBIM OF EZEKIEL.
THE FRATERNITY OF THE ROSE CROSS
WHO WERE THE ROSICRUCIAN’S? WERE THEY AN ORGANIZATION OF PROFOUND THINKERS REBELLING AGAINST THE INQUISITIONAL RELIGIOUS AND PHILOSOPHICAL LIMITATIONS OF THEIR TIME OR WERE THEY ISOLATED TRANSCENDENTALISTS UNITED ONLY BY THE SIMILARITY OF THEIR VIEWPOINTS AND DEDUCTIONS? WHERE WAS THE "HOUSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, " IN WHICH, ACCORDING TO THEIR MANIFESTOES, THEY MET ONCE A YEAR TO PLAN THE FUTURE ACTIVITIES OF THEIR ORDER? WHO WAS THE MYSTERIOUS PERSON REFERRED TO AS "OUR ILLUSTRIOUS FATHER AND BROTHER C.R.C."? DID THOSE THREE LETTERS ACTUALLY STAND FOR THE WORDS "CHRISTIAN ROSIE CROSS"? WAS CHRISTIAN ROSENCREUTZ, THE SUPPOSED AUTHOR OF THE CHYMICAL NUPTIALS, THE SAME PERSON WHO WITH THREE OTHERS FOUNDED "THE SOCIETY OF THE ROSE CROSS"? WHAT RELATIONSHIP EXISTED BETWEEN ROSICRUCIANISM AND MEDIAEVAL FREEMASONRY? WHY WERE THE DESTINIES OF THESE TWO ORGANIZATIONS SO CLOSELY INTERWOVEN? IS THE "BROTHERHOOD OF THE ROSE CROSS" THE MUCH-SOUGHT-AFTER LINK CONNECTING THE FREEMASONRY OF THE MIDDLE AGES WITH THE SYMBOLISM AND MYSTICISM OF ANTIQUITY, AND ARE ITS SECRETS BEING PERPETUATED BY MODERN MASONRY? DID THE ORIGINAL ROSICRUCIAN ORDER DISINTEGRATE IN THE LATTER PART OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, OR DOES THE SOCIETY STILL EXIST AS AN ORGANIZATION, MAINTAINING THE SAME SECRECY FOR WHICH IT WAS ORIGINALLY FAMOUS? WHAT WAS THE TRUE PURPOSE FOR WHICH THE "BROTHERHOOD OF THE ROSE CROSS" WAS FORMED? WERE THE ROSICRUCIAN’S A RELIGIOUS AND PHILOSOPHIC BROTHERHOOD, AS THEY CLAIMED TO BE, OR WERE THEIR AVOWED TENETS A BLIND TO CONCEAL THE TRUE OBJECT OF THE FRATERNITY, WHICH POSSIBLY WAS THE POLITICAL CONTROL OF EUROPE? THESE ARE SOME OF THE PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN THE STUDY OF ROSICRUCIANISM. THERE ARE FOUR DISTINCT THEORIES REGARDING THE ROSICRUCIAN ENIGMA. EACH IS THE RESULT OF A CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE EVIDENCE BY SCHOLARS WHO HAVE SPENT THEIR LIVES RANSACKING THE ARCHIVES OF HERMETIC LORE. THE CONCLUSIONS REACHED DEMONSTRATE CLEARLY THE INADEQUACY OF THE RECORDS AVAILABLE CONCERNING THE GENESIS AND EARLY ACTIVITIES OF THE "BRETHREN OF THE ROSE CROSS."
THE FIRST POSTULATE
IT IS ASSUMED THAT THE ROSICRUCIAN ORDER EXISTED HISTORICALLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DESCRIPTION OF ITS FOUNDATION AND SUBSEQUENT ACTIVITIES PUBLISHED IN ITS MANIFESTO, THE FAMA FRATERNITATIS, WHICH IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN IN THE YEAR 1610, BUT APPARENTLY DID NOT APPEAR IN PRINT UNTIL 1614, ALTHOUGH AN EARLIER EDITION IS SUSPECTED BY SOME AUTHORITIES. INTELLIGENT CONSIDERATION OF THE ORIGIN OF ROSICRUCIANISM REQUIRES A FAMILIARITY WITH THE CONTENTS OF THE FIRST AND MOST IMPORTANT OF ITS DOCUMENTS. THE FAMA FRATERNITATIS BEGINS WITH A REMINDER TO ALL THE WORLD OF GOD'S GOODNESS AND MERCY, AND IT WARNS THE INTELLIGENTSIA THAT THEIR EGOTISM AND COVETOUSNESS CAUSE THEM TO FOLLOW AFTER FALSE PROPHETS AND TO IGNORE THE TRUE KNOWLEDGE WHICH GOD IN HIS GOODNESS HAS REVEALED TO THEM. HENCE, A REFORMATION IS NECESSARY, AND GOD HAS RAISED UP PHILOSOPHERS AND SAGES FOR THIS PURPOSE. IN ORDER TO ASSIST IN BRINGING ABOUT THE REFORMATION, A MYSTERIOUS PERSON CALLED "THE HIGHLY ILLUMINATED FATHER C.R.C.," A GERMAN BY BIRTH, DESCENDED OF A NOBLE FAMILY, BUT HIMSELF A POOR MAN, INSTITUTED THE "SECRET SOCIETY OF THE ROSE CROSS." C.R.C. WAS PLACED IN A CLOISTER WHEN ONLY FIVE YEARS OF AGE, BUT LATER BECOMING DISSATISFIED WITH ITS EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM, HE ASSOCIATED HIMSELF WITH A BROTHER OF HOLY ORDERS WHO WAS SETTING FORTH ON A PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND. THEY STARTED OUT TOGETHER, BUT THE BROTHER DIED AT CYPRUS AND C.R.C! CONTINUED ALONE TO DAMASCUS. POOR HEALTH PREVENTED HIM FROM REACHING JERUSALEM, SO HE REMAINED AT DAMASCUS, STUDYING WITH THE PHILOSOPHERS WHO DWELT THERE. WHILE PURSUING HIS STUDIES, HE HEARD OF A GROUP OF MYSTICS AND QABBALISTS ABIDING IN THE MYSTIC ARABIAN CITY OF DAMCAR. GIVING UP HIS DESIRE TO VISIT JERUSALEM, HE ARRANGED WITH THE ARABIANS FOR HIS TRANSPORTATION TO DAMCAR. C.R.C. WAS BUT SIXTEEN YEARS OF AGE WHEN HE ARRIVED AT DAMCAR. HE WAS RECEIVED AS ONE WHO HAD BEEN LONG EXPECTED, A COMRADE AND A FRIEND IN PHILOSOPHY, AND WAS INSTRUCTED IN THE SECRETS OF THE ARABIAN ADEPTS. WHILE THERE, C.R.C. LEARNED THE ARABIC TONGUE AND TRANSLATED THE SACRED BOOK M INTO LATIN; AND UPON RETURNING TO EUROPE HE BROUGHT THIS IMPORTANT VOLUME WITH HIM. AFTER STUDYING THREE YEARS IN DAMCAR, C.R.C. DEPARTED FOR THE CITY OF FEZ, WHERE THE ARABIAN MAGICIANS DECLARED FURTHER INFORMATION WOULD BE GIVEN HIM. AT FEZ HE WAS INSTRUCTED HOW TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE ELEMENTARY INHABITANTS [PROBABLY THE NATURE SPIRITS], AND THESE DISCLOSED TO HIM MANY OTHER GREAT SECRETS OF NATURE. WHILE THE PHILOSOPHERS IN FEZ WERE NOT SO GREAT AS THOSE IN DAMCAR, THE PREVIOUS EXPERIENCES OF C.R.C. ENABLED HIM TO DISTINGUISH THE TRUE FROM THE FALSE AND THUS ADD GREATLY TO HIS STORE OF KNOWLEDGE. AFTER TWO YEARS IN FEZ, C.R.C. SAILED FOR SPAIN, CARRYING WITH HIM MANY TREASURES, AMONG THEM RARE PLANTS AND ANIMALS ACCUMULATED DURING HIS WANDERINGS. HE FONDLY HOPED THAT THE LEARNED MEN OF EUROPE WOULD RECEIVE WITH GRATITUDE THE RARE INTELLECTUAL AND MATERIAL TREASURES WHICH HE HAD BROUGHT FOR THEIR CONSIDERATION. INSTEAD HE ENCOUNTERED ONLY RIDICULE, FOR THE SO-CALLED WISE WERE AFRAID TO ADMIT THEIR PREVIOUS IGNORANCE LEST THEIR PRESTIGE BE IMPAIRED. AT THIS POINT IN THE NARRATIVE IS AN INTERPOLATION STATING THAT PARACELSUS, WHILE NOT A MEMBER OF THE "FRATERNITY OF THE ROSE CROSS," HAD READ THE BOOK M AND FROM A CONSIDERATION OF ITS CONTENTS HAD SECURED INFORMATION WHICH MADE HIM THE FOREMOST PHYSICIAN OF MEDIAEVAL EUROPE. TIRED, BUT NOT DISCOURAGED, AS THE RESULT OF THE FRUITLESSNESS OF HIS EFFORTS, C.R.C. RETURNED TO GERMANY, WHERE HE BUILT A HOUSE IN WHICH HE COULD QUIETLY CARRY ON HIS STUDY AND RESEARCH. HE ALSO MANUFACTURED A NUMBER OF RARE SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES. WHILE HE COULD HAVE MADE HIMSELF FAMOUS HAD HE CARED TO COMMERCIALIZE HIS KNOWLEDGE, HE PREFERRED THE COMPANIONSHIP OF GOD TO THE ESTEEM OF MEN. AFTER FIVE YEARS OF RETIREMENT HE DECIDED TO RENEW HIS STRUGGLE FOR A REFORMATION OF THE ARTS AND SCIENCES OF HIS DAY, THIS TIME WITH THE AID OF A FEW TRUSTED FRIENDS. HE SENT TO THE CLOISTER WHERE HIS EARLY TRAINING HAD BEEN RECEIVED AND CALLED TO HIMSELF THREE BRETHREN, WHOM HE BOUND BY AN OATH TO PRESERVE INVIOLATE THE SECRETS HE SHOULD IMPART & TO WRITE DOWN FOR THE SAKE OF POSTERITY THE INFORMATION---
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THE GOLDEN AND ROSY CROSS.
IT IS SAID OF THIS CROSS THAT IT IS MADE OF SPIRITUAL GOLD AND THAT EACH BROTHER WEARS IT UPON HIS BREAST. IT BEARS THE ALCHEMICAL SYMBOLS OF SALT, SULPHUR, AND MERCURY; ALSO, A STAR OF THE PLANETS; AND AROUND IT, ARE THE FOUR WORDS FAITH, HOPE, LOVE, AND PATIENCE. THE DOUBLE-HEADED EAGLE, OR PHOENIX, SUBTLY FORESHADOWS THE ULTIMATE ANDROGYNOUS STATE OF THE HUMAN CREATURE. ROSICRUCIAN ALCHEMY WAS NOT CONCERNED WITH METALS ALONE. MAN'S OWN BODY WAS THE ALCHEMICAL LABORATORY, AND NONE COULD REACH ROSICRUCIAN ADEPTSHIP UNTIL HE HAD PERFORMED THE SUPREME EXPERIMENT OF TRANSMUTATION BY CHANGING THE BASE METALS OF IGNORANCE INTO THE PURE GOLD OF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING HE SHOULD DICTATE. THESE FOUR FOUNDED THE "FRATERNITY OF THE ROSE CROSS." THEY PREPARED ITS SECRET CIPHER LANGUAGE AND, ACCORDING TO THE FAMA, A GREAT DICTIONARY IN WHICH ALL FORMS OF WISDOM WERE CLASSIFIED TO THE GLORIFICATION OF GOD. THEY ALSO BEGAN THE WORK OF TRANSCRIBING THE BOOK M, BUT FOUND THE TASK TOO DIFFICULT BECAUSE OF THE DEMANDS OF THE GREAT NUMBERS OF SICK WHO CAME TO THEM FOR HEALING. HAVING COMPLETED A NEWER AND LARGER BUILDING, WHICH THEY CALLED THE "HOUSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT," THEY DECIDED TO INCLUDE FOUR NEW MEMBERS IN THE FRATERNITY, THUS INCREASING THE NUMBER TO EIGHT, SEVEN OF WHOM WERE GERMAN. ALL WERE UNMARRIED. WORKING INDUSTRIOUSLY TOGETHER, THEY SPEEDILY COMPLETED THE ARDUOUS LABOR OF PREPARING THE DOCUMENTS, INSTRUCTIONS, AND ARCANA OF THE ORDER. THEY ALSO PUT THE HOUSE CALLED "SANCTI SPIRITUS" IN ORDER. THEY THEN DECIDED TO SEPARATE AND VISIT THE OTHER COUNTRIES OF THE EARTH, NOT ONLY THAT THEIR WISDOM MIGHT BE GIVEN TO OTHERS WHO DESERVED IT BUT ALSO THAT THEY MIGHT CHECK AND CORRECT ANY MISTAKES EXISTING IN THEIR OWN SYSTEM. BEFORE SEPARATING, THE BRETHREN PREPARED SIX RULES, OR BY-LAWS, AND EACH BOUND HIMSELF TO OBEY THEM. THE FIRST RULE WAS THAT THEY SHOULD TAKE TO THEMSELVES NO OTHER DIGNITY OR CREDIT THAN THAT THEY WERE WILLING TO HEAL THE SICK WITHOUT CHARGE. THE SECOND WAS THAT FROM THAT TIME ON FOREVER THEY SHOULD WEAR NO SPECIAL ROBE OR GARMENT, BUT SHOULD DRESS ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THE COUNTRY WHEREIN THEY DWELT. THE THIRD STATED THAT EVERY YEAR UPON A CERTAIN DAY THEY SHOULD MEET IN THE "HOUSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT," OR, IF UNABLE TO DO SO, SHOULD BE REPRESENTED BY AN EPISTLE. THE FOURTH DECREED THAT EACH MEMBER SHOULD SEARCH FOR A WORTHY PERSON TO SUCCEED HIM AT HIS OWN DEMISE. THE FIFTH STATED THAT THE LETTERS "R.C." SHOULD BE THEIR SEAL, MARK, AND CHARACTER FROM THAT TIME ONWARD. THE SIXTH SPECIFIED THAT THE FRATERNITY SHOULD REMAIN UNKNOWN TO THE WORLD FOR A PERIOD OF ONE HUNDRED YEARS. AFTER THEY HAD SWORN TO THIS CODE FIVE OF THE BROTHERS DEPARTED TO DISTANT LANDS, AND A YEAR LATER TWO OF THE OTHERS ALSO WENT THEIR WAY, LEAVING FATHER C.R. C. ALONE IN THE "HOUSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT." YEAR AFTER YEAR THEY MET WITH GREAT JOY, FOR THEY HAD QUIETLY AND SINCERELY PROMULGATED THEIR DOCTRINES AMONG THE WISE OF THE EARTH. WHEN THE FIRST OF THE ORDER DIED IN ENGLAND, IT WAS DECIDED THAT THE BURIAL PLACES OF THE MEMBERS SHOULD BE SECRET. SOON AFTERWARD FATHER C.R.C. CALLED THE REMAINING SIX TOGETHER, AND IT IS SUPPOSED THAT THEN HE PREPARED HIS OWN SYMBOLIC TOMB. THE FAMA RECORDS THAT NONE OF THE BROTHERS ALIVE AT THE TIME OF ITS WRITING KNEW WHEN FATHER C.R.C. DIED OR WHERE HE WAS BURIED. HIS BODY WAS ACCIDENTALLY DISCOVERED 120 YEARS AFTER HIS DEATH WHEN ONE OF THE BROTHERS, WHO POSSESSED CONSIDERABLE ARCHITECTURAL SKILL, DECIDED TO MAKE SOME ALTERATIONS IN THE "HOUSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT." [IT IS ONLY SUSPECTED THAT THE TOMB WAS IN THIS BUILDING.] WHILE MAKING HIS ALTERATIONS, THE BROTHER DISCOVERED A MEMORIAL TABLET UPON WHICH WERE INSCRIBED THE NAMES OF THE EARLY MEMBERS OF THE ORDER. THIS HE DECIDED TO TRANSFER TO A MORE IMPOSING CHAPEL, FOR AT THAT TIME NO ONE KNEW IN WHAT COUNTRY FATHER C.R.C. HAD DIED, THIS INFORMATION HAVING BEEN CONCEALED BY THE ORIGINAL MEMBERS. IN ATTEMPTING TO REMOVE THE MEMORIAL TABLET, WHICH WAS HELD IN PLACE BY A LARGE NAIL, SOME STONES AND PLASTERING WERE BROKEN FROM THE WALL, DISCLOSING A DOOR CONCEALED IN THE MASONRY. THE MEMBERS OF THE ORDER IMMEDIATELY CLEARED AWAY THE REST OF THE DÉBRIS AND UNCOVERED THE ENTRANCE TO A VAULT. UPON THE DOOR IN LARGE LETTERS WERE THE WORDS: POST CXX ANNOS PATEBO. THIS, ACCORDING TO THE MYSTIC INTERPRETATION OF THE BRETHREN, MEANT, "IN 120 YEARS I SHALL COME FORTH." THE FOLLOWING MORNING THE DOOR WAS OPENED AND THE MEMBERS ENTERED A VAULT WITH SEVEN SIDES AND SEVEN CORNERS, EACH SIDE FIVE FEET BROAD AND EIGHT FEET HIGH. ALTHOUGH THE SUN NEVER PENETRATED THIS TOMB, IT WAS BRILLIANTLY ILLUMINATED BY A MYSTERIOUS LIGHT IN THE CEILING. IN THE CENTER WAS A CIRCULAR ALTAR, UPON WHICH WERE BRASS PLATES ENGRAVED WITH STRANGE CHARACTERS. IN EACH OF THE SEVEN SIDES WAS A SMALL DOOR WHICH, UPON BEING OPENED, REVEALED A NUMBER OF BOXES FILLED WITH BOOKS, SECRET INSTRUCTIONS, AND THE SUPPOSEDLY LOST ARCANUM OF THE FRATERNITY. UPON MOVING THE ALTAR TO ONE SIDE A BRASS COVER WAS DISCLOSED. LIFTING THIS REVEALED A BODY, PRESUMEDLY THAT OF C.R.C., WHICH, ALTHOUGH IT HAD LAIN THERE 120 YEARS, WAS AS WELL PRESERVED AS THOUGH IT HAD JUST BEEN INTERRED. IT WAS ORNAMENTED AND ATTIRED IN THE ROBES OF THE ORDER, AND IN ONE HAND WAS CLASPED A MYSTERIOUS PARCHMENT WHICH, NEXT TO THE HOLY BIBLE, WAS THE MOST VALUED POSSESSION OF THE SOCIETY. AFTER THOROUGHLY INVESTIGATING THE CONTENTS OF THE SECRET CHAMBER, THE BRASS PLATE AND ALTAR WERE PUT BACK IN PLACE, THE DOOR OF THE VAULT WAS AGAIN SEALED, AND THE BROTHERS WENT THEIR RESPECTIVE WAYS, THEIR SPIRITS RAISED AND THEIR FAITH INCREASED BY THE MIRACULOUS SPECTACLE WHICH THEY HAD BEHELD. THE DOCUMENT ENDS BY SAYING IN EFFECT, "IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WILL OF FATHER C.R.C., THE FAMA HAS BEEN PREPARED AND SENT FORTH TO THE WISE AND LEARNED OF ALL EUROPE IN FIVE LANGUAGES, THAT ALL MAY KNOW AND UNDERSTAND THE SECRETS OF THE AUGUST FRATERNITY. ALL OF SINCERE SOUL WHO LABOR FOR THE GLORY OF GOD ARE INVITED TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE BRETHREN AND ARE PROMISED THAT THEIR APPEAL SHALL BE HEARD, REGARDLESS OF WHERE THEY ARE OR HOW THE MESSAGES ARE SENT. AT THE SAME TIME, THOSE OF SELFISH AND ULTERIOR MOTIVES ARE WARNED THAT ONLY SORROW AND MISERY WILL ATTEND ANY WHO ATTEMPT TO DISCOVER THE FRATERNITY WITHOUT A CLEAN HEART AND A PURE MIND." SUCH, IN BRIEF, IS THE STORY OF THE FAMA FRATERNITATIS. THOSE WHO ACCEPT IT LITERALLY REGARD FATHER C.R.C. AS THE ACTUAL FOUNDER OF THE BROTHERHOOD, WHICH HE IS BELIEVED TO HAVE ORGANIZED ABOUT 1400. THE FACT THAT HISTORICAL CORROBORATION OF THE IMPORTANT POINTS OF THE FAMA HAS NEVER BEEN DISCOVERED IS HELD AGAINST THIS THEORY. THERE IS NO PROOF THAT FATHER C.R.C. EVER APPROACHED THE LEARNED MEN OF SPAIN. THE MYSTERIOUS CITY OF DAMCAR CANNOT BE FOUND, AND THERE IS NO RECORD THAT ANYWHERE IN GERMANY THERE EXISTED A PLACE WHERE GREAT NUMBERS OF THE HALT AND SICK CAME AND WERE MYSTERIOUSLY HEALED. A. E. WAITE'S THE SECRET TRADITION IN FREEMASONRY CONTAINS A PICTURE OF FATHER C.R.C. SHOWING HIM WITH A LONG BEARD UPON HIS BREAST, SITTING BEFORE A TABLE UPON WHICH BURNS A CANDLE. ONE HAND IS SUPPORTING HIS HEAD AND THE OTHER IS RESTING THE TIP OF ITS INDEX FINGER ON THE TEMPLE OF A HUMAN SKULL. THE PICTURE, HOWEVER (SEE PLATE AT HEAD OF CHAPTER), PROVES NOTHING. FATHER C.R.C. WAS NEVER SEEN BY OTHER THAN MEMBERS OF HIS OWN ORDER, AND THEY DID NOT PRESERVE A DESCRIPTION OF HIM. THAT HIS NAME WAS CHRISTIAN ROSENCREUTZ IS MOST IMPROBABLE, AS THE TWO WERE NOT EVEN ASSOCIATED UNTIL THE WRITING OF THE CHYMICAL NUPTIALS.
THE SECOND POSTULATE
THOSE MASONIC BRETHREN WHO HAVE INVESTIGATED THE SUBJECT ACCEPT THE HISTORICAL EXISTENCE OF THE "BROTHERHOOD OF THE ROSE CROSS" BUT ARE DIVIDED CONCERNING THE ORIGIN OF THE ORDER. ONE GROUP HOLDS THE SOCIETY ORIGINATED IN MEDIEVAL EUROPE AS AN OUTGROWTH OF ALCHEMICAL SPECULATION. ROBERT MACOY, 33° [IN FREEMASONRY, THE 34 DEGREE LEVELS IS FROM THE MOST LOWEST 0 DEGREE [CIVILIAN] TO THE MOST HIGHEST 33 DEGREE RESPECTIVELY], BELIEVES THAT JOHANN VALENTIN ANDREAE, A GERMAN THEOLOGIAN, WAS THE TRUE FOUNDER, AND HE ALSO BELIEVES IT POSSIBLE THAT THIS DIVINE MERELY REFORMED AND AMPLIFIED AN EXISTING SOCIETY WHICH HAD BEEN FOUNDED BY SIR HENRY CORNELIUS AGRIPPA. SOME BELIEVE THAT ROSICRUCIANISM REPRESENTED THE FIRST EUROPEAN INVASION OF BUDDHIST AND BRAHMIN CULTURE. STILL OTHERS HOLD THE OPINION THAT THE "SOCIETY OF THE ROSE CROSS" WAS FOUNDED IN EGYPT DURING N THE PHILOSOPHIC SUPREMACY OF THAT EMPIRE, AND THAT IT ALSO PERPETUATED THE MYSTERIES OF ANCIENT PERSIA AND CHALDEA. IN HIS ANACALYPSIS, GODFREY HIGGINS WRITES: "THE ROSICRUCIAN’S OF GERMANY ARE QUITE IGNORANT OF THEIR ORIGIN; BUT, BY TRADITION, THEY SUPPOSE THEMSELVES DESCENDANTS OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS, CHALDEANS, MAGI, AND GYMNOSOPHISTS." (THE LAST WAS A NAME GIVEN BY THE FOLLOWERS OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT TO A CASTE OF NAKED WISE MEN WHOM THEY FOUND MEDITATING ALONG THE RIVER BANKS IN INDIA.) THE CONSENSUS AMONG THESE FACTIONS IS THAT THE STORY OF FATHER C.R.C., LIKE THE MASONIC LEGEND OF HIRAM ABIFF, IS AN ALLEGORY AND SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED LITERALLY. A SIMILAR PROBLEM HAS CONFRONTED STUDENTS OF THE HOLY BIBLE, WHO HAVE FOUND NOT ONLY DIFFICULT, BUT IN THE MAJORITY OF CASES IMPOSSIBLE, THEIR EFFORTS TO SUBSTANTIATE THE HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. ADMITTING THE EXISTENCE OF THE ROSICRUCIAN’S AS A SECRET SOCIETY WITH BOTH PHILOSOPHIC AND POLITICAL ENDS, IT IS REMARKABLE THAT AN ORGANIZATION WITH MEMBERS IN ALL PARTS OF EUROPE COULD MAINTAIN ABSOLUTE SECRECY THROUGHOUT THE CENTURIES. NEVERTHELESS, THE "BROTHERS OF THE ROSE CROSS" WERE APPARENTLY ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH THIS. A GREAT NUMBER OF SCHOLARS AND PHILOSOPHERS, AMONG THEM SIR FRANCIS BACON AND WOLFGANG VON GOETHE, HAVE BEEN SUSPECTED OF AFFILIATION WITH THE ORDER, BUT THEIR CONNECTION HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED TO THE SATISFACTION OF PROSAIC HISTORIANS. PSEUDO-ROSICRUCIAN’S ABOUNDED, BUT THE TRUE MEMBERS OF THE "ANCIENT AND SECRET ORDER OF THE UNKNOWN PHILOSOPHERS" HAVE SUCCESSFULLY LIVED UP TO THEIR NAME; TO THIS DAY THEY REMAIN UNKNOWN. DURING THE MIDDLE AGES A NUMBER OF TRACTS APPEARED, PURPORTING TO BE FROM THE PENS OF ROSICRUCIAN’S. MANY OF THEM, HOWEVER, WERE SPURIOUS, BEING ISSUED FOR THEIR SELF-AGGRANDIZEMENT BY UNSCRUPULOUS PERSONS WHO USED THE REVERED AND MAGIC NAME ROSICRUCIAN IN THE HOPE OF GAINING RELIGIOUS OR POLITICAL POWER. THIS HAS GREATLY COMPLICATED---
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THE CRUCIFIED ROSE.
---THE ORIGINAL SYMBOL OF THE ROSICRUCIAN FRATERNITY WAS A HIEROGLYPHIC ROSE CRUCIFIED UPON A CROSS. THE CROSS WAS OFTEN RAISED UPON A THREE-STEPPED CALVARY. OCCASIONALLY THE SYMBOL OF A CROSS RISING FROM A ROSE WAS USED IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR ACTIVITIES. THE ROSICRUCIAN ROSE WAS DRAWN UPON THE ROUND TABLE OF KING ARTHUR, AND IS THE CENTRAL MOTIF FOR THE LINKS FORMING THE CHAIN FROM WHICH THE "GREAT GEORGE" IS SUSPENDED AMONG THE JEWELS OF THE ORDER OF THE GARTER. HARGRAVE JENNINGS SUSPECTS THIS ORDER OF HAVING SOME CONNECTION WITH THE ROSICRUCIAN’S, THE WORK OF INVESTIGATING THE SOCIETY. ONE GROUP OF PSEUDO-ROSICRUCIAN’S WENT SO FAR AS TO SUPPLY ITS MEMBERS WITH A BLACK CORD BY WHICH THEY WERE TO KNOW EACH OTHER, AND WARNED THEM THAT IF THEY BROKE THEIR VOW OF SECRECY THE CORD WOULD BE USED TO STRANGLE THEM. FEW OF THE PRINCIPLES OF ROSICRUCIANISM HAVE BEEN PRESERVED IN LITERATURE, FOR THE ORIGINAL FRATERNITY PUBLISHED ONLY FRAGMENTARY ACCOUNTS OF ITS PRINCIPLES AND ACTIVITIES. IN HIS SECRET SYMBOLS OF THE ROSICRUCIAN’S, DR. FRANZ HARTMANN DESCRIBES THE FRATERNITY AS "A SECRET SOCIETY OF MEN POSSESSING SUPERHUMAN--IF NOT SUPERNATURAL--POWERS; THEY WERE SAID TO BE ABLE TO PROPHESY FUTURE EVENTS, TO PENETRATE INTO THE DEEPEST MYSTERIES OF NATURE, TO TRANSFORM IRON, COPPER, LEAD, OR MERCURY INTO GOLD, TO PREPARE AN ELIXIR OF LIFE, OR UNIVERSAL PANACEA, BY THE USE OF WHICH THEY COULD PRESERVE THEIR YOUTH AND MANHOOD; AND MOREOVER IT WAS BELIEVED THAT THEY COULD COMMAND THE ELEMENTAL SPIRITS OF NATURE, AND KNEW THE SECRET OF THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE, A SUBSTANCE WHICH RENDERED HIM WHO POSSESSED IT ALL-POWERFUL, IMMORTAL, AND SUPREMELY WISE." THE SAME AUTHOR FURTHER DEFINES A ROSICRUCIAN AS "A PERSON WHO BY THE PROCESS OF SPIRITUAL AWAKENING HAS ATTAINED A PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE SECRET SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ROSE AND THE CROSS. TO CALL A PERSON A ROSICRUCIAN DOES NOT MAKE HIM ONE, NOR DOES THE ACT OF CALLING A PERSON A CHRISTIAN MAKE HIM A CHRIST. THE REAL ROSICRUCIAN OR MASON CANNOT BE MADE; HE MUST GROW TO BE ONE BY THE EXPANSION AND UNFOLDMENT OF THE DIVINE POWER WITHIN HIS OWN HEART. THE INATTENTION TO THIS TRUTH IS THE CAUSE THAT MANY CHURCHES AND SECRET SOCIETIES ARE FAR FROM BEING THAT WHICH THEIR NAMES EXPRESS." THE SYMBOLIC PRINCIPLES OF ROSICRUCIANISM ARE SO PROFOUND THAT EVEN TODAY THEY ARE LITTLE APPRECIATED. THEIR CHARTS AND DIAGRAMS ARE CONCERNED WITH WEIGHTY COSMIC PRINCIPLES WHICH THEY TREAT WITH A PHILOSOPHIC UNDERSTANDING DECIDEDLY REFRESHING WHEN COMPARED WITH THE ORTHODOX NARROWNESS PREVALENT IN THEIR DAY. ACCORDING TO THE AVAILABLE RECORDS, THE ROSICRUCIAN’S WERE BOUND TOGETHER BY MUTUAL ASPIRATIONS RATHER THAN BY THE LAWS OF A FRATERNITY. THE "BROTHERS OF THE ROSE CROSS" ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE LIVED UNOBTRUSIVELY, LABORING INDUSTRIOUSLY IN TRADES AND PROFESSIONS, DISCLOSING THEIR SECRET AFFILIATION TO NO ONE--IN MANY CASES NOT EVEN TO THEIR OWN FAMILIES. AFTER THE DEATH OF C.R.C., MOST OF THE BRETHREN APPARENTLY HAD NO CENTRAL MEETING PLACE. WHATEVER INITIATORY RITUAL THE ORDER POSSESSED WAS SO CLOSELY GUARDED THAT IT HAS NEVER BEEN REVEALED. DOUBTLESS IT WAS COUCHED IN CHEMICAL TERMINOLOGY. EFFORTS TO JOIN THE ORDER WERE APPARENTLY FUTILE, FOR THE ROSICRUCIAN’S ALWAYS CHOSE THEIR DISCIPLES. HAVING AGREED ON ONE WHO THEY BELIEVED WOULD DO HONOR TO THEIR ILLUSTRIOUS FRATERNITY, THEY COMMUNICATED WITH HIM IN ONE OF MANY MYSTERIOUS WAYS. HE MIGHT RECEIVE A LETTER, EITHER ANONYMOUS OR WITH A PECULIAR SEAL, USUALLY BEARING THE LETTERS "C.R.C. "OR "R.C. "UPON IT. HE WOULD BE INSTRUCTED TO GO TO A CERTAIN PLACE AT AN APPOINTED TIME. WHAT WAS DISCLOSED TO HIM HE NEVER REVEALED, ALTHOUGH IN MANY CASES HIS LATER WRITINGS SHOWED THAT A NEW INFLUENCE HAD COME INTO HIS LIFE, DEEPENING HIS UNDERSTANDING AND BROADENING HIS INTELLECT. A FEW HAVE WRITTEN ALLEGORICALLY CONCERNING WHAT THEY BEHELD WHEN IN THE AUGUST PRESENCE OF THE "BRETHREN OF THE ROSE CROSS." ALCHEMISTS WERE SOMETIMES VISITED IN THEIR LABORATORIES BY MYSTERIOUS STRANGERS, WHO DELIVERED LEARNED DISCOURSES CONCERNING THE SECRET PROCESSES OF THE HERMETIC ARTS AND, AFTER DISCLOSING CERTAIN PROCESSES, DEPARTED, LEAVING NO TRACE. OTHERS DECLARED THAT THE "BROTHERS OF THE ROSE CROSS" COMMUNICATED WITH THEM THROUGH DREAMS AND VISIONS, REVEALING THE SECRETS OF HERMETIC WISDOM TO THEM WHILE THEY WERE ASLEEP. HAVING BEEN INSTRUCTED, THE CANDIDATE WAS BOUND TO SECRECY NOT ONLY CONCERNING THE CHEMICAL FORMULAE WHICH HAD BEEN DISCLOSED TO HIM BUT ALSO CONCERNING THE METHOD BY WHICH HE HAD SECURED THEM. WHILE THESE NAMELESS ADEPTS WERE SUSPECTED OF BEING ''BROTHERS OF THE ROSE CROSS," IT COULD NEVER BE PROVED WHO THEY WERE, AND THOSE VISITED COULD ONLY CONJECTURE. MANY SUSPECT THE ROSICRUCIAN ROSE TO BE A CONVENTIONALIZATION OF THE EGYPTIAN AND HINDU LOTUS BLOSSOM, WITH THE SAME SYMBOLIC MEANING AS THIS MORE ANCIENT SYMBOL. THE DIVINE COMEDY STAMPS DANTE ALIGHIERI AS BEING FAMILIAR WITH THE THEORY OF ROSICRUCIANISM. CONCERNING THIS POINT, ALBERT PIKE IN HIS MORALS AND DOGMA MAKES THIS SIGNIFICANT STATEMENT: "HIS HELL IS BUT A NEGATIVE PURGATORY. HIS HEAVEN IS COMPOSED OF A SERIES OF KABALISTIC CIRCLES, DIVIDED BY A CROSS, LIKE THE PANTACLE OF EZEKIEL. IN THE CENTER OF THIS CROSS BLOOMS A ROSE, AND WE SEE THE SYMBOL OF THE ADEPTS OF THE ROSE-CROIX FOR THE FIRST TIME PUBLICLY EXPOUNDED AND ALMOST CATEGORICALLY EXPLAINED." DOUBT HAS ALWAYS EXISTED AS TO WHETHER THE NAME ROSICRUCIAN CAME FROM THE SYMBOL OF THE ROSE AND CROSS, OR WHETHER THIS WAS MERELY A BLIND TO DECEIVE THE UNINFORMED AND FURTHER CONCEAL THE TRUE MEANING OF THE ORDER. GODFREY HIGGINS BELIEVES THAT THE WORD ROSICRUCIAN IS NOT DERIVED FROM THE FLOWER BUT FROM THE WORD ROS, WHICH MEANS DEW. IT IS ALSO INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE WORD RAS MEANS WISDOM, WHILE RUS IS TRANSLATED CONCEALMENT. DOUBTLESS ALL OF THESE MEANINGS HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO ROSICRUCIAN SYMBOLISM. A. E. WAITE HOLDS WITH GODFREY HIGGINS THAT THE PROCESS OF FORMING THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE WITH THE AID OF DEW IS THE SECRET CONCEALED WITHIN THE NAME ROSICRUCIAN. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE DEW REFERRED TO IS A MYSTERIOUS SUBSTANCE WITHIN THE HUMAN BRAIN, CLOSELY RESEMBLING THE DESCRIPTION GIVEN BY ALCHEMISTS OF THE DEW WHICH, FALLING FROM HEAVEN, REDEEMED THE EARTH. THE CROSS IS SYMBOLIC OF THE HUMAN BODY, AND THE TWO SYMBOLS TOGETHER--THE ROSE ON THE CROSS--SIGNIFY THAT THE SOUL OF MAN IS CRUCIFIED UPON THE BODY, WHERE IT IS HELD BY THREE NAILS. IT IS PROBABLE THAT ROSICRUCIAN SYMBOLISM IS A PERPETUATION OF THE SECRET TENETS OF THE EGYPTIAN HERMES, AND THAT THE SOCIETY OF UNKNOWN PHILOSOPHERS IS THE TRUE LINK CONNECTING MODERN MASONRY, WITH ITS MASS OF SYMBOLS, TO ANCIENT EGYPTIAN HERMETICISM, THE SOURCE OF THAT SYMBOLISM. IN HIS DOCTRINE AND LITERATURE OF THE KABALAH, A. E. WAITE MAKES THIS IMPORTANT OBSERVATION: "THERE ARE CERTAIN INDICATIONS WHICH POINT TO A POSSIBLE CONNECTION BETWEEN MASONRY AND ROSICRUCIANISM, AND THIS, IF ADMITTED, WOULD CONSTITUTE THE FIRST LINK IN ITS CONNECTION WITH THE PAST. THE EVIDENCE IS, HOWEVER, INCONCLUSIVE, OR AT LEAST UNEXTRICATED. FREEMASONRY PER SE, IN SPITE OF THE AFFINITY WITH MYSTICISM WHICH I HAVE JUST MENTIONED, HAS NEVER EXHIBITED ANY MYSTIC CHARACTER, NOR HAS IT A CLEAR NOTION HOW IT CAME BY ITS SYMBOLS." MANY OF THOSE CONNECTED WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF FREEMASONRY WERE SUSPECTED OF BEING ROSICRUCIAN’S; SOME, AS IN THE CASE OF ROBERT FLUDD, EVEN WROTE DEFENSES OF THIS ORGANIZATION. FRANK C. HIGGINS, A MODERN MASONIC SYMBOLIST, WRITES: "DOCTOR ASHMOLE, A MEMBER OF THIS FRATERNITY [ROSICRUCIAN], IS REVERED BY MASONS AS ONE OF THE FOUNDERS OF THE FIRST GRAND LODGE IN LONDON." (ANCIENT FREEMASONRY.) ELIAS ASHMOLE IS BUT ONE OF MANY INTELLECTUAL LINKS CONNECTING ROSICRUCIANISM WITH THE GENESIS OF FREEMASONRY. THE ENCYCLOPÆDIA BRITANNICA NOTES THAT ELIAS ASHMOLE WAS INITIATED INTO THE FREEMASONIC ORDER IN 1646, AND FURTHER STATES THAT HE WAS "THE FIRST GENTLEMAN, OR AMATEUR [NOVICE], TO BE 'ACCEPTED'." ON THIS SAME SUBJECT, PAPUS, IN HIS TAROT OF THE BOHEMIANS, HAS WRITTEN: "WE MUST NOT FORGER THAT THE ROSICRUCIAN’S WERE THE INITIATORS OF LEIBNITZ, AND THE FOUNDERS OF ACTUAL FREEMASONRY THROUGH ASHMOLE." IF THE FOUNDERS OF FREEMASONRY WERE INITIATED INTO THE GREAT ARCANUM OF EGYPT--AND THE SYMBOLISM OF MODERN MASONRY WOULD INDICATE THAT SUCH WAS THE CASE--THEN IT IS REASONABLE TO SUPPOSE THAT THEY SECURED THEIR INFORMATION FROM A SOCIETY WHOSE EXISTENCE THEY ADMITTED AND WHICH WAS DULY QUALIFIED TO TEACH THEM THESE SYMBOLS AND ALLEGORIES. ONE THEORY CONCERNING THE TWO ORDERS IS TO THE EFFECT THAT FREEMASONRY WAS AN OUTGROWTH OF ROSICRUCIANISM; IN OTHER WORDS, THAT THE "UNKNOWN PHILOSOPHERS" BECAME KNOWN THROUGH AN ORGANIZATION WHICH THEY CREATED TO SERVE THEM IN THE MATERIAL WORLD. THE STORY GOES ON TO RELATE THAT THE ROSICRUCIAN ADEPTS BECAME DISSATISFIED WITH THEIR PROGENY AND SILENTLY WITHDREW FROM THE MASONIC HIERARCHY, LEAVING BEHIND THEIR SYMBOLISM AND ALLEGORIES, BUT CARRYING AWAY THE KEYS BY WHICH THE LOCKED SYMBOLS COULD BE MADE TO GIVE TIP THEIR SECRET MEANINGS. SPECULATORS HAVE GONE SO FAR AS TO STATE THAT, IN THEIR OPINION, MODERN FREEMASONRY HAS COMPLETELY ABSORBED ROSICRUCIANISM AND SUCCEEDED IT AS THE WORLD'S GREATEST SECRET SOCIETY. OTHER MINDS OF EQUAL LEARNING DECLARE THAT THE ROSICRUCIAN BROTHERHOOD STILL EXISTS, PRESERVING ITS INDIVIDUALITY AS THE RESULT OF HAVING WITHDRAWN FROM THE MASONIC ORDER. ACCORDING TO A WIDELY ACCEPTED TRADITION, THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE ROSICRUCIAN ORDER IS NEAR CARLSBAD, IN AUSTRIA. ANOTHER VERSION HAS IT THAT A MYSTERIOUS SCHOOL, RESEMBLING IN GENERAL PRINCIPLES THE ROSICRUCIAN FRATERNITY, WHICH CALLS ITSELF "THE BOHEMIAN BROTHERS," STILL MAINTAINS ITS INDIVIDUALITY IN THE SCHWARZWALD (BLACK FOREST) OF GERMANY. ONE THING IS CERTAIN: WITH THE RISE OF FREEMASONRY, THE ROSICRUCIAN ORDER IN EUROPE PRACTICALLY DISAPPEARED, AND NOTWITHSTANDING EXISTING STATEMENTS TO THE CONTRARY, IT IS CERTAIN THAT THE 18TH DEGREE (COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE ROSE-CROIX) PERPETUATES MANY OF THE SYMBOLS OF THE ROSICRUCIAN FIRE ALCHEMISTS. IN AN ANONYMOUS UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPT OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY BEARING THE EARMARKS OF ROSICRUCIAN QABBALISM APPEARS THIS---
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THE ROSICRUCIAN ROSE.
---THE ROSE IS A YONIC SYMBOL ASSOCIATED WITH GENERATION, FECUNDITY, AND PURITY. THE FACT THAT FLOWERS BLOSSOM BY UNFOLDING HAS CAUSED THEM TO BE CHOSEN AS SYMBOLIC OF SPIRITUAL UNFOLDMENT. THE RED COLOR OF THE ROSE REFERS TO THE BLOOD OF CHRIST, AND THE GOLDEN HEART CONCEALED WITHIN THE MIDST OF THE FLOWER CORRESPONDS TO THE SPIRITUAL GOLD CONCEALED WITHIN THE HUMAN NATURE. THE NUMBER OF ITS PETALS BEING TEN IS ALSO A SUBTLE REMINDER OF THE PERFECT PYTHAGOREAN NUMBER. THE ROSE SYMBOLIZES THE HEART, AND THE HEART HAS ALWAYS BEEN ACCEPTED BY CHRISTIANS AS EMBLEMATIC OF THE VIRTUES OF [SEXLESS] LOVE AND COMPASSION, AS WELL AS OF THE NATURE OF CHRIST--THE PERSONIFICATION OF THESE VIRTUES. THE ROSE AS A RELIGIOUS EMBLEM IS OF GREAT ANTIQUITY. IT WAS ACCEPTED BY THE GREEKS AS THE SYMBOL OF THE SUNRISE, OR OF THE COMING OF DAWN. IN HIS METAMORPHOSIS, OR GOLDEN ASS, APULEIUS, TURNED INTO A DONKEY BECAUSE OF HIS FOOLISHNESS, REGAINED HIS HUMAN SHAPE BY EATING A SACRED ROSE GIVEN TO HIM BY THE EGYPTIAN PRIESTS. THE PRESENCE OF A HIEROGLYPHIC ROSE UPON THE ESCUTCHEON OF MARTIN LUTHER HAS BEEN THE BASIS OF MUCH SPECULATION AS TO WHETHER ANY CONNECTION EXISTED BETWEEN HIS REFORMATION AND THE SECRET ACTIVITIES OF THE ROSE CROSS. THE STATEMENT: "YET WILL I NOW GIVE THE OVER-WISE WORLD A PARADOX TO BE SOLVED, NAMELY, THAT SOME ILLUMINATED MEN HAVE UNDERTAKEN TO FOUND SCHOOLS OF WISDOM IN EUROPE AND THESE FOR SOME PECULIAR REASON HAVE CALLED THEMSELVES FRATRES ROSA: CRUCIS. BUT SOON AFTERWARDS CAME FALSE SCHOOLS INTO EXISTENCE AND [SEXUALLY] CORRUPTED THE GOOD INTENTIONS OF THESE WISE MEN. THEREFORE, THE ORDER NO LONGER EXISTS AS MOST PEOPLE WOULD UNDERSTAND EXISTENCE, AND AS THIS FRATERNITY OF THE SECULO FILI CALL THEMSELVES BROTHERS OF THE ROSIE CROSS, SO ALSO WILL THEY IN THE SECULO SPIRITUS SANCTI CALL THEMSELVES BROTHERS OF THE LILY CROSS AND THE KNIGHTS OF THE WHITE LION. THEN WILL THE SCHOOLS OF WISDOM BEGIN AGAIN TO BLOSSOM, BUT WHY THE FIRST ONE CHOSE THEIR NAME AND WHY THE OTHERS SHALL ALSO CHOOSE THEIRS, ONLY THOSE CAN SOLVE WHO HAVE UNDERSTANDING GROUNDED IN NATURE." POLITICAL ASPIRATIONS OF THE ROSICRUCIAN’S WERE EXPRESSED THROUGH THE ACTIVITIES OF SIR FRANCIS BACON, THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN, AND THE COMTE DI CAGLIOSTRO. THE LAST NAMED IS SUSPECTED OF HAVING BEEN AN EMISSARY OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS, A SOCIETY DEEPLY INVOLVED IN TRANSCENDENTALISM, AS ELIPHAS LEVI HAS NOTED. THERE IS A POPULAR SUPPOSITION TO THE EFFECT THAT THE ROSICRUCIAN’S WERE AT LEAST PARTIAL INSTIGATORS OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. (NOTE PARTICULARLY THE INTRODUCTION TO LORD BULWER-LYTTON'S ROSICRUCIAN NOVEL ZANONI.) 
THE THIRD POSTULATE
THE THIRD THEORY TAKES THE FORM OF A SWEEPING DENIAL OF ROSICRUCIANISM, ASSERTING THAT THE SO-CALLED ORIGINAL ORDER NEVER HAD ANY FOUNDATION IN FACT BUT WAS ENTIRELY A PRODUCT OF IMAGINATION. THIS VIEWPOINT IS BEST EXPRESSED BY A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS WHICH ARE STILL BEING ASKED BY INVESTIGATORS OF THIS ELUSIVE GROUP OF METAPHYSICIANS. WAS THE "BROTHERHOOD OF THE ROSE CROSS" MERELY A MYTHICAL INSTITUTION CREATED IN THE FERTILE MIND OF SOME LITERARY CYNIC FOR THE PURPOSE OF DERIDING THE ALCHEMICAL AND HERMETIC SCIENCES? DID THE "HOUSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT" EVER EXIST OUTSIDE THE IMAGINATION OF SOME MEDIEVAL MYSTIC? WAS THE WHOLE ROSICRUCIAN STORY A SATIRE TO RIDICULE THE GULLIBILITY OF SCHOLASTIC EUROPE? WAS THE MYSTERIOUS FATHER C.R.C. A PRODUCT OF THE LITERARY GENIUS OF JOHANN VALENTIN ANDREAE, OR ANOTHER OF SIMILAR MIND, WHO, ATTEMPTING TO SCORE ALCHEMICAL AND HERMETIC PHILOSOPHY, UNWITTINGLY BECAME A GREAT POWER IN FURTHERING THE CAUSE OF ITS PROMULGATION? THAT AT LEAST ONE OF THE EARLY DOCUMENTS OF THE ROSICRUCIAN’S WAS FROM THE PEN OF ANDREAE THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT, BUT FOR JUST WHAT PURPOSE HE COMPILED IT STILL REMAINS A MATTER OF SPECULATION. DID ANDREAE HIMSELF RECEIVE FROM SOME UNKNOWN PERSON, OR PERSONS, INSTRUCTIONS TO BE CARRIED OUT? IF HE WROTE THE CHYMICAL NUPTIALS OF CHRISTIAN ROSENCREUTZ WHEN ONLY FIFTEEN YEARS OLD, WAS HE OVERSHADOWED IN THE PREPARATION OF THAT BOOK? TO THESE VITAL QUESTIONS NO ANSWERS ARE FORTHCOMING. A NUMBER OF PERSONS ACCEPTED THE MAGNIFICENT IMPOSTURE OF ANDREAE AS ABSOLUTE TRUTH. IT IS MAINTAINED BY MANY THAT, AS A CONSEQUENCE, NUMEROUS PSEUDO-SOCIETIES SPRANG UP, EACH ASSERTING THAT IT WAS THE ORGANIZATION CONCERNING WHICH THE FAMA FRATERNITATIS AND THE CONFESSIO FRATERNITATIS WERE WRITTEN. BEYOND DOUBT THERE ARE MANY SPURIOUS ORDERS IN EXISTENCE TODAY; BUT FEW OF THEM CAN OFFER VALID CLAIMS THAT THEIR HISTORY DATES BACK FARTHER THAN THE BEGINNING OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. THE MYSTERY ASSOCIATED WITH THE ROSICRUCIAN FRATERNITY HAS RESULTED IN ENDLESS CONTROVERSY. MANY ABLE MINDS, NOTABLE AMONG THEM EUGENIUS PHILALETHES, MICHAEL MAIER, JOHN HEYDON, AND ROBERT FLUDD, DEFENDED THE CONCRETE EXISTENCE OF "THE SOCIETY OF UNKNOWN PHILOSOPHERS." OTHERS EQUALLY QUALIFIED HAVE ASSERTED IT TO BE OF FRAUDULENT ORIGIN AND DOUBTFUL EXISTENCE. EUGENIUS PHILALETHES, WHILE DEDICATING BOOKS TO THE ORDER, AND HIMSELF WRITING AN EXTENDED EXPOSITION OF ITS PRINCIPLES, DISCLAIMS ALL PERSONAL CONNECTION WITH IT. MANY OTHERS HAVE DONE LIKEWISE. SOME ARE OF THE OPINION THAT SIR FRANCIS BACON HAD A HAND IN THE WRITING OF THE FAMA AND CONFESSIO FRATERNITATIS, ON THE BASIS THAT THE RHETORICAL STYLE OF THESE WORKS IS SIMILAR TO THAT OF BACON'S NEW ATLANTIS. THEY ALSO CONTEND THAT CERTAIN STATEMENTS IN THE LATTER WORK POINT TO AN ACQUAINTANCE WITH ROSICRUCIAN SYMBOLOGY. THE ELUSIVENESS OF THE ROSICRUCIAN’S HAS CAUSED THEM TO BE FAVORITE SUBJECT'S FOR LITERARY WORKS. OUTSTANDING AMONG THE ROMANCES WHICH HAVE BEEN WOVEN AROUND THEM IS ZANONI. THE AUTHOR, LORD BULWER-LYTTON, IS REGARDED BY SOME AS A MEMBER OF THE ORDER, WHILE OTHERS ASSERT THAT HE APPLIED FOR MEMBERSHIP BUT WAS REJECTED. POPE'S RAPE OF THE LOCK, COMTE DE GABALIS BY ABBÉ DE VILLARS, AND ESSAYS BY DE QUINCY, HARTMANN, JENNINGS, MACKENZIE, AND OTHERS, ARE EXAMPLES OF ROSICRUCIAN LITERATURE. ALTHOUGH THE EXISTENCE OF THESE MEDIAEVAL ROSICRUCIAN’S IS DIFFICULT TO PROVE, SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE IS AT HAND TO MAKE IT EXTREMELY PROBABLE THAT THERE EXISTED IN GERMANY, AND AFTERWARDS IN FRANCE, ITALY, ENGLAND, AND OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, A SECRET SOCIETY OF ILLUMINATED SAVANTS WHO MADE CONTRIBUTIONS OF GREAT IMPORT TO THE SUM OF HUMAN KNOWLEDGE, WHILE MAINTAINING ABSOLUTE SECRECY CONCERNING THEIR PERSONALITIES AND THEIR ORGANIZATION.
THE FOURTH POSTULATE
THE APPARENT INCONGRUITIES OF THE ROSICRUCIAN CONTROVERSY HAVE ALSO BEEN ACCOUNTED FOR BY A PURELY TRANSCENDENTAL EXPLANATION. THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT EARLY WRITERS WERE ACQUAINTED WITH SUCH A SUPPOSITION--WHICH, HOWEVER, WAS POPULARIZED ONLY AFTER IT HAD BEEN ESPOUSED BY THEOSOPHY. THIS THEORY ASSERTS THAT THE ROSICRUCIAN’S ACTUALLY POSSESSED ALL THE SUPERNATURAL POWERS WITH WHICH THEY WERE CREDITED; THAT THEY WERE IN REALITY CITIZENS OF TWO WORLDS: THAT, WHILE THEY HAD PHYSICAL BODIES FOR EXPRESSION ON THE MATERIAL PLANE, THEY WERE ALSO CAPABLE, THROUGH THE INSTRUCTIONS THEY RECEIVED FROM THE BROTHERHOOD, OF FUNCTIONING IN A MYSTERIOUS ETHEREAL BODY NOT SUBJECT TO THE LIMITATIONS OF TIME OR DISTANCE. BY MEANS OF THIS "ASTRAL FORM" THEY WERE ABLE TO FUNCTION IN THE INVISIBLE REALM OF NATURE, AND IN THIS REALM, BEYOND REACH OF THE PROFANE, THEIR TEMPLE WAS LOCATED. ACCORDING TO THIS VIEWPOINT, THE TRUE ROSICRUCIAN BROTHERHOOD CONSISTED OF A LIMITED NUMBER OF HIGHLY DEVELOPED ADEPTS, OR INITIATES, THOSE OF THE HIGHER DEGREES BEING NO LONGER SUBJECT TO THE LAWS OF MORTALITY; CANDIDATES WERE ACCEPTED INTO THE ORDER ONLY AFTER LONG PERIODS OF PROBATION; ADEPTS POSSESSED THE SECRET OF THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE AND KNEW THE PROCESS OF TRANSMUTING THE BASE METALS INTO GOLD, BUT TAUGHT THAT THESE WERE ONLY ALLEGORICAL TERMS CONCEALING THE TRUE MYSTERY OF HUMAN REGENERATION THROUGH THE TRANSMUTATION OF THE "BASE ELEMENTS" OF MAN'S LOWER NATURE INTO THE "GOLD" OF INTELLECTUAL AND SPIRITUAL REALIZATION. ACCORDING TO THIS THEORY, THOSE WHO HAVE SOUGHT TO RECORD THE EVENTS OF IMPORTANCE IN CONNECTION WITH THE ROSICRUCIAN CONTROVERSY HAVE INVARIABLY FAILED BECAUSE THEY APPROACHED THEIR SUBJECT FROM A PURELY PHYSICAL OR MATERIALISTIC ANGLE. THESE ADEPTS WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO TEACH MAN HOW TO FUNCTION AWAY FROM HIS PHYSICAL BODY AT WILL BY ASSISTING HIM TO REMOVE THE "ROSE FROM THE CROSS." THEY TAUGHT THAT THE SPIRITUAL NATURE WAS ATTACHED TO THE MATERIAL FORM AT CERTAIN POINTS, SYMBOLIZED BY THE "NAILS" OF THE CRUCIFIXION; BUT BY THREE ALCHEMICAL INITIATIONS WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, IN THE TRUE TEMPLE OF THE ROSE CROSS, THEY WERE ABLE TO "DRAW" THESE NAILS AND PERMIT THE DIVINE [SEXLESS] NATURE OF MAN TO COME DOWN FROM ITS CROSS. THEY CONCEALED THE PROCESSES BY WHICH THIS WAS ACCOMPLISHED UNDER THREE ALCHEMICAL METAPHORIC EXPRESSIONS: "THE CASTING OF THE MOLTEN SEA," "THE MAKING OF THE ROSE DIAMOND," AND "THE ACHIEVING OF THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE." WHILE THE INTELLECTUALIST FLOUNDERS AMONG CONTRADICTORY THEORIES, THE MYSTIC TREATS THE PROBLEM IN AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT MANNER. HE BELIEVES THAT THE TRUE ROSICRUCIAN FRATERNITY, CONSISTING OF A SCHOOL OF SUPERMEN (NOT UNLIKE THE FABLED MAHATMAS OF INDIA), IS AN INSTITUTION EXISTING NOT IN THE VISIBLE WORLD BUR IN ITS SPIRITUAL COUNTERPART, WHICH HE SEES FIT TO CALL THE "INNER PLANES OF NATURE"; THAT THE BROTHERS CAN BE REACHED ONLY BY THOSE WHO ARE CAPABLE OF TRANSCENDING THE LIMITATIONS OF THE MATERIAL WORLD. TO SUBSTANTIATE THEIR VIEWPOINT, THESE MYSTICS CITE THE FOLLOWING SIGNIFICANT STATEMENT FROM THE CONFESSIO FRATERNITATIS: "A THOUSAND TIMES THE UNWORTHY MAY CLAMOR, A THOUSAND TIMES MAY PRESENT THEMSELVES, YET GOD HATH COMMANDED OUR EARS THAT THEY SHOULD HEAR NONE OF THEM, AND HATH SO COMPASSED US ABOUT WITH HIS CLOUDS THAT UNTO US, HIS SERVANTS, NO VIOLENCE CAN BE DONE; WHEREFORE NOW NO LONGER ARE WE BEHELD BY HUMAN EYES, UNLESS THEY HAVE RECEIVED STRENGTH BORROWED FROM THE EAGLE." IN MYSTICISM THE EAGLE IS A SYMBOL OF INITIATION (THE SPINAL SPIRIT FIRE), AND BY THIS IS EXPLAINED THE INABILITY OF THE UNREGENERATED WORLD TO UNDERSTAND THE SECRET ORDER OF THE ROSE CROSS. THOSE PROFESSING THIS THEORY REGARD THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN AS THEIR HIGHEST ADEPT AND ASSERT THAT HE AND CHRISTIAN ROSENCREUTZ WERE ONE AND THE SAME INDIVIDUAL. THEY ACCEPT FIRE AS THEIR UNIVERSAL SYMBOL BECAUSE IT WAS THE ONE ELEMENT BY MEANS OF WHICH THEY COULD CONTROL THE METALS. THEY DECLARED THEMSELVES THE DESCENDANTS OF TUBAL-CAIN AND HIRAM ABIFF, AND THAT THE PURPOSE OF THEIR EXISTENCE WAS TO PRESERVE THE SPIRITUAL NATURE OF MAN THROUGH AGES OF MATERIALITY. "THE GNOSTIC SECTS, THE ARABS, ALCHEMISTS, TEMPLARS, ROSICRUCIAN’S, AND LASTLY THE FREEMASONS, FORM THE WESTERN CHAIN IN THE TRANSMISSION OF OCCULT SCIENCE." (THE TAROT OF THE BOHEMIANS FROM THE FRENCH OF PAPUS.) MAX HEINDEL, THE CHRISTIAN MYSTIC, DESCRIBED THE ROSICRUCIAN TEMPLE AS AN "ETHERIC STRUCTURE" LOCATED IN AND AROUND THE HOME OF A EUROPEAN COUNTRY GENTLEMAN. HE BELIEVED THAT THIS INVISIBLE BUILDING WOULD ULTIMATELY BE MOVED TO THE AMERICAN CONTINENT. MR. HEINDEL REFERRED TO THE ROSICRUCIAN INITIATES AS SO ADVANCED IN THE SCIENCE OF LIFE THAT "DEATH HAD FORGOTTEN THEM."
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THE CREST OF JOHANN VALENTIN ANDREÆ.
THE REFERENCE TO FOUR RED ROSES AND A WHITE CROSS IN THE CHEMICAL MARRIAGE OF CHRISTIAN ROSENCREUTZ IDENTIFIED JOHANN VALENTIN ANDREÆ AS ITS AUTHOR, FOR HIS FAMILY CREST, SHOWN ABOVE, CONSISTED OF FOUR RED ROSES AND A WHITE CROSS.
ROSICRUCIAN DOCTRINES AND TENETS
TRUSTWORTHY INFORMATION IS UNAVAILABLE CONCERNING THE ACTUAL PHILOSOPHICAL BELIEFS, POLITICAL ASPIRATIONS, AND HUMANITARIAN ACTIVITIES OF THE ROSICRUCIAN FRATERNITY. TODAY, AS OF OLD, THE MYSTERIES OF THE SOCIETY ARE PRESERVED INVIOLATE BY VIRTUE OF THEIR ESSENTIAL NATURE; AND ATTEMPTS TO INTERPRET ROSICRUCIAN PHILOSOPHY ARE BUT SPECULATIONS, ANYTHING TO THE CONTRARY NOTWITHSTANDING. EVIDENCE POINTS TO THE PROBABLE EXISTENCE OF TWO DISTINCT ROSICRUCIAN BODIES: AN INNER ORGANIZATION WHOSE MEMBERS NEVER REVEALED THEIR IDENTITY OR TEACHINGS TO THE WORLD, AND AN OUTER BODY UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF THE INNER GROUP. IN ALL PROBABILITY, THE SYMBOLIC TOMB OF CHRISTIAN ROSENCREUTZ, KNIGHT OF THE GOLDEN STONE, WAS IN REALITY THIS OUTER BODY, THE SPIRIT OF WHICH IS IN A MORE EXALTED SPHERE. FOR A PERIOD OF MORE THAN A CENTURY SUBSEQUENT TO 1614, THE OUTER BODY CIRCULATED TRACTS AND MANIFESTOES UNDER EITHER ITS OWN NAME OR THE NAMES OF VARIOUS INITIATED MEMBERS. THE PURPOSE OF THESE WRITINGS WAS APPARENTLY TO CONFUSE AND MISLEAD INVESTIGATORS, AND THUS EFFECTIVELY TO CONCEAL THE ACTUAL DESIGNS OF THE FRATERNITY. WHEN ROSICRUCIANISM BECAME THE PHILOSOPHICAL "FAD" OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY, NUMEROUS DOCUMENTS ON THE SUBJECT WERE ALSO CIRCULATED FOR PURELY COMMERCIAL PURPOSES BY IMPOSTORS DESIROUS OF CAPITALIZING ITS POPULARITY. THE CUNNINGLY CONTRIVED ARTIFICES OF THE FRATERNITY ITSELF AND THE BLUNDERING LITERARY IMPOSTURES OF CHARLATANS FORMED A DOUBLE VEIL BEHIND WHICH THE INNER ORGANIZATION CARRIED ON ITS ACTIVITIES IN A MANNER TOTALLY DISSIMILAR TO ITS PURPOSES AND PRINCIPLES AS PUBLICLY DISSEMINATED. THE FRATRES ROSA CRUCIS NAIVELY REFER TO THE MISUNDERSTANDINGS WHICH THEY HAVE FOR OBVIOUS REASONS PERMITTED TO EXIST CONCERNING THEMSELVES AS BEING "CLOUDS" WITHIN WHICH THEY LABOR AND BEHIND WHICH THEY ARE CONCEALED. AN INKLING OF THE SUBSTANCE OF ROSICRUCIANISM--ITS ESOTERIC DOCTRINES--CAN BE GLEANED FROM AN ANALYSIS OF ITS SHADOW--ITS EXOTERIC WRITINGS. IN ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT OF THEIR "CLOUDS," THE CONFESSIO FRATERNITATIS, THE BRETHREN OF THE FRATERNITY OF R.C. SEEK TO JUSTIFY THEIR EXISTENCE AND EXPLAIN (?) THE PURPOSES AND ACTIVITIES OF THEIR ORDER. IN ITS ORIGINAL FORM THE CONFESSIO IS DIVIDED INTO FOURTEEN CHAPTERS, WHICH ARE HERE EPITOMIZED. 
CONFESSIO FRATERNITATIS R. C. AD ERUDITOS EUROPÆ
CHAPTER I. DO NOT THROUGH HASTY JUDGMENT OR PREJUDICE MISINTERPRET THE STATEMENTS CONCERNING OUR FRATERNITY PUBLISHED IN OUR PREVIOUS MANIFESTO--THE FAMA FRATERNITATIS. JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], BEHOLDING THE DECADENCE OF CIVILIZATION, SEEKS TO REDEEM HUMANITY BY REVEALING TO THE WILLING AND BY THRUSTING UPON THE RELUCTANT THOSE SECRETS WHICH PREVIOUSLY HE HAD RESERVED FOR HIS ELECT. BY THIS WISDOM THE GODLY SHALL BE SAVED, BUT THE SORROWS OF THE UNGODLY SHALL BE MULTIPLIED. WHILE THE TRUE PURPOSE OF OUR ORDER WAS SET FORTH IN THE FAMA FRATERNITATIS, MISUNDERSTANDINGS HAVE ARISEN THROUGH WHICH WE HAVE BEEN FALSELY ACCUSED OF HERESY AND TREASON. IN THIS DOCUMENT WE HOPE SO TO CLARIFY OUR POSITION THAT THE LEARNED OF EUROPE WILL BE MOVED TO JOIN WITH US IN THE DISSEMINATION OF DIVINE KNOWLEDGE ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF OUR ILLUSTRIOUS FOUNDER.
CHAPTER II. WHILE IT IS ALLEGED BY MANY THAT THE PHILOSOPHIC CIDE (SIC. JBH) OF OUR DAY IS SOUND, WE DECLARE IT TO BE FALSE AND SOON TO DIE OF ITS OWN INHERENT WEAKNESS. JUST AS NATURE, HOWEVER, PROVIDES A REMEDY FOR EACH NEW DISEASE THAT MANIFESTS ITSELF, SO OUR FRATERNITY HAS PROVIDED A REMEDY FOR THE INFIRMITIES OF THE WORLD'S PHILOSOPHIC SYSTEM. THE SECRET PHILOSOPHY OF THE R.C. IS FOUNDED UPON THAT KNOWLEDGE WHICH IS THE SUM AND HEAD OF ALL FACULTIES, SCIENCES, AND ARTS. BY OUR DIVINELY REVEALED SYSTEM--WHICH PARTAKES MUCH OF THEOLOGY AND MEDICINE BUT LITTLE OF JURISPRUDENCE--WE ANALYZE THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH; BUT MOSTLY WE STUDY MAN HIMSELF, WITHIN WHOSE NATURE IS CONCEALED THE SUPREME SECRET. IF THE LEARNED OF OUT DAY WILL ACCEPT OUR INVITATION AND JOIN THEMSELVES TO OUR FRATERNITY, WE WILL REVEAL TO THEM UNDREAMED-OF SECRETS AND WONDERS CONCERNING THE HIDDEN WORKINGS OF NATURE.
CHAPTER III. DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE SECRETS DISCUSSED IN THIS BRIEF DOCUMENT ARE LIGHTLY ESTEEMED BY US. WE CANNOT DESCRIBE FULLY THE MARVELS OF OUR FRATERNITY LEST THE UNINFORMED BE OVERWHELMED BY OUR ASTONISHING DECLARATIONS AND THE VULGAR RIDICULE THE MYSTERIES WHICH THEY DO NOT COMPREHEND. WE ALSO FEAR THAT MANY WILL BE CONFUSED BY THE UNEXPECTED GENEROSITY OF OUR PROCLAMATION, FOR NOT UNDERSTANDING THE WONDERS OF THIS SIXTH AGE THEY DO NOR REALIZE THE GREAT CHANGES WHICH ARE TO COME. LIKE BLIND MEN LIVING IN A WORLD FULL OF LIGHT, THEY DISCERN ONLY THROUGH THE SENSE OF FEELING. [BY SIGHT IS IMPLIED SPIRITUAL COGNITION: BY FEELING, THE MATERIAL SENSES.]
CHAPTER IV. WE FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT THROUGH DEEP MEDITATION ON THE INVENTIONS OF THE HUMAN MIND AND THE MYSTERIES OF LIFE, THROUGH THE COOPERATION OF THE ANGELS AND SPIRITS, AND THROUGH EXPERIENCE AND LONG OBSERVATION, OUR [SEXLESSLY] LOVING CHRISTIAN FATHER C.R.C. WAS SO FULLY ILLUMINED WITH GOD'S WISDOM THAT WERE ALL THE BOOKS AND WRITINGS OF THE WORLD LOST AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF SCIENCE OVERTURNED, THE FRATERNITY OF R.C. COULD REESTABLISH THE STRUCTURE OF WORLD THOUGHT UPON THE FOUNDATION OF DIVINE TRUTH AND INTEGRITY. BECAUSE OF THE GREAT DEPTH AND PERFECTION OF OUR KNOWLEDGE, THOSE DESIRING TO UNDERSTAND THE MYSTERIES OF THE FRATERNITY OF R. C. CANNOT ATTAIN TO THAT WISDOM IMMEDIATELY, BUT MUST GROW IN UNDERSTANDING AND KNOWLEDGE. THEREFORE, OUR FRATERNITY IS DIVIDED INTO GRADES THROUGH WHICH EACH MUST ASCEND STEP BY STEP TO THE GREAT ARCANUM. NOW THAT IT HAS PLEASED GOD TO LIGHTEN UNTO US HIS SIXTH CANDELABRUM, IS IT NOT BETTER TO SEEK TRUTH IN THIS WAY THAN TO WANDER THROUGH THE LABYRINTHS OF WORLDLY IGNORANCE? FURTHERMORE, THOSE WHO RECEIVE THIS KNOWLEDGE SHALL BECOME MASTERS OF ALL ARTS AND CRAFTS; NO SECRET SHALL BE HIDDEN FROM THEM; AND ALL GOOD WORKS OF THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE SHALL BE ACCESSIBLE TO THEM. THE WHOLE WORLD SHALL BECOME AS ONE BOOK AND THE CONTRADICTIONS OF SCIENCE AND THEOLOGY SHALL BE RECONCILED. REJOICE, O HUMANITY! FOR THE TIME HAS COME WHEN GOD HAS DECREED THAT THE NUMBER OF OUR FRATERNITY SHALL BE INCREASED, A LABOR THAT WE HAVE JOYOUSLY UNDERTAKEN. THE DOORS OF WISDOM ARE NOW OPEN TO THE WORLD, BUT ONLY TO THOSE WHO HAVE EARNED THE PRIVILEGE MAY THE BROTHERS PRESENT THEMSELVES, FOR IT IS FORBIDDEN TO REVEAL OUR KNOWLEDGE EVEN TO OUR OWN CHILDREN. THE RIGHT TO RECEIVE SPIRITUAL TRUTH CANNOT BE INHERITED: IT MUST BE EVOLVED WITHIN THE SOUL OF MAN HIMSELF.
CHAPTER V. THOUGH WE MAY BE ACCUSED OF INDISCRETION IN OFFERING OUR TREASURES SO FREELY AND PROMISCUOUSLY--WITHOUT DISCRIMINATING BETWEEN THE GODLY, THE WISE, THE PRINCE, THE PEASANT--WE AFFIRM THAT WE HAVE NOT BETRAYED OUR TRUST; FOR ALTHOUGH WE HAVE PUBLISHED OUR FAMA IN FIVE LANGUAGES, ONLY THOSE UNDERSTAND IT WHO HAVE THAT RIGHT. OUR SOCIETY IS NOT TO BE DISCOVERED BY CURIOSITY---
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JOHANN VALENTIN ANDREÆ.
CHAPTER VI. IN CERTAIN ESOTERIC CIRCLES THERE ARE VAGUE RUMORS WHICH INTIMATE THAT THE HUMBLE PERSONALITY OF JOHANN VALENTIN ANDREAE MASKED AN EXALTED EMISSARY OF THE ROSE CROSS. WHILE THERE IS SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE AT HAND TO ESTABLISH THE ACTUAL EXISTENCE OF A GERMAN THEOLOGIAN BY THE NAME OF ANDREAE, THERE ARE MANY DISCREPANCIES IN HIS BIOGRAPHY WHICH HAVE NET BEEN CLEARED UP TO THE SATISFACTION OF CRITICAL INVESTIGATORS. A COMPARISON OF THE FACE SHOWN ABOVE WITH THAT OF SIR FRANCIS BACON DISCLOSES STRIKING RESEMBLANCES IN SPITE OF THE DIFFERENCES DUE TO AGE. IF LORD BACON BORROWED THE NAME AND IDENTITY OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE, HE COULD ALSO ASSUME, AFTER HIS MOCK FUNERAL IN ENGLAND, THE PERSONALITY OF JOHANN VALENTIN ANDREAE. THE CRESCENT BELOW THE BUST IS SIGNIFICANT, AS IT ALSO APPEARS UPON THE CREST OF LORD BACON; TO DENOTE THAT HE WAS THE SECOND SON OF SIR NICHOLAS BACON. FURTHER, THE FOUR LETTERS (O MDC) IN THE FRAME AT THE LOWER RIGHT CORNER OF THE PLATE, BY A VERY SIMPLE BACONIAN CIPHER, CAN BE CHANGED INTO NUMBER WHOSE SUM GIVES 33--THE NUMERICAL EQUIVALENT OF THE NAME BACON. THESE SEVERAL POINTS OF INTEREST, WHEN CONSIDERED TOGETHER, GO FAR TOWARDS CLEARING UP THE MYSTERY SURROUNDING THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE FIRST ROSICRUCIAN MANIFESTOES, SEEKERS, BUT ONLY BY SERIOUS AND CONSECRATED THINKERS; NEVERTHELESS WE HAVE CIRCULATED OUR FAMA IN FIVE MOTHER TONGUES SO THAT THE RIGHTEOUS OF ALL NATIONS MAY HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO KNOW OF US, EVEN THOUGH THEY BE NOT SCHOLARS. A THOUSAND TIMES THE UNWORTHY MAY PRESENT THEMSELVES AND CLAMOR AT THE GATES, BUT GOD HAS FORBIDDEN US OF THE FRATERNITY OF R.C. TO HEAR THEIR VOICES, AND HE HAS SURROUNDED US WITH HIS CLOUDS AND HIS PROTECTION SO THAT NO HARM MAY COME TO US, AND GOD HAS DECREED THAT WE OF THE ORDER OF R.C. CAN NO LONGER BE SEEN BY MORTAL EYES UNLESS THEY HAVE RECEIVED STRENGTH BORROWED FROM THE EAGLE. WE FURTHER AFFIRM THAT WE SHALL REFORM THE GOVERNMENTS OF EUROPE AND PATTERN THEM ACCORDING TO THE SYSTEM APPLIED BY THE PHILOSOPHERS OF DAMCAR. ALL MEN DESIROUS OF SECURING KNOWLEDGE SHALL RECEIVE AS MUCH AS THEY ARE CAPABLE OF UNDERSTANDING. THE RULE OF FALSE THEOLOGY SHALL BE OVERTHROWN AND GOD SHALL MAKE HIS WILL KNOWN THROUGH HIS CHOSEN PHILOSOPHERS.
CHAPTER VII. BECAUSE OF THE NEED OF BREVITY, IT IS ENOUGH TO SAY THAT OUR FATHER C.R.C. WAS BORN IN THE YEAR 1378 AND DEPARTED AT THE AGE OF 106, LEAVING TO US THE LABOR OF SPREADING DIE DOCTRINE OF PHILOSOPHIC RELIGION TO THE ENTIRE WORLD. OUR FRATERNITY IS OPEN TO ALL WHO SINCERELY SEEK FOR TRUTH; BUT WE PUBLICLY WARN THE FALSE AND IMPIOUS THAT THEY CANNOT BETRAY OR INJURE US, FOR GOD HAS PROTECTED OUR FRATERNITY, AND ALL WHO SEEK TO DO IT HARM SHALL HAVE THEIR EVIL DESIGNS RETURN AND DESTROY THEM, WHILE THE TREASURES OF OUR FRATERNITY SHALL REMAIN UNTOUCHED, TO BE USED BY THE LION IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF HIS KINGDOM. 
CHAPTER VII. WE DECLARE THAT GOD, BEFORE THE END OF THE WORLD, SHALL CREATE A GREAT FLOOD OF SPIRITUAL LIGHT TO ALLEVIATE THE SUFFERINGS OF HUMANKIND. FALSEHOOD AND DARKNESS WHICH HAVE CREPT INTO THE ARTS, SCIENCES, RELIGIONS, AND GOVERNMENTS OF HUMANITY--MAKING IT DIFFICULT FOR EVEN THE WISE TO DISCOVER THE PATH OF REALITY--SHALL BE FOREVER REMOVED AND A SINGLE STANDARD ESTABLISHED, SO THAT ALL MAY ENJOY THE FRUITAGE OF TRUTH. WE SHALL NOT BE RECOGNIZED AS THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS CHANGE, FOR PEOPLE SHALL SAY THAT IT IS THE RESULT OF THE PROGRESSIVENESS OF THE AGE. GREAT ARE THE REFORMS ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE; BUT WE OF THE FRATERNITY OF R.C. DO NOT ARROGATE TO OURSELVES THE GLORY FOR THIS DIVINE REFORMATION, SINCE MANY THERE ARE, NOT MEMBERS OF OUR FRATERNITY BUT HONEST, TRUE AND WISE MEN, WHO BY THEIR INTELLIGENCE AND THEIR WRITINGS SHALL HASTEN ITS COMING. WE TESTIFY THAT SOONER THE STONES SHALL RISE UP AND OFFER THEIR SERVICES THAN THAT THERE SHALL BE ANY LACK OF RIGHTEOUS PERSONS TO EXECUTE THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD UPON EARTH.
CHAPTER VIII. THAT NO ONE MAY DOUBT, WE DECLARE THAT GOD HAS SENT MESSENGERS AND SIGNS IN THE HEAVENS, NAMELY, THE I NEW STARS IN SERPENTARIUS AND CYGNUS, TO SHOW THAT A GREAT COUNCIL OF THE ELECT IS TO TAKE PLACE. THIS PROVES THAT GOD REVEALS IN VISIBLE NATURE--FOR THE DISCERNING FEW--SIGNS AND SYMBOLS OF ALL THINGS THAT ARE COMING TO PASS. GOD HAS GIVEN MAN TWO EYES, TWO NOSTRILS, AND TWO EARS, BUT ONLY ONE TONGUE. WHEREAS THE EYES, THE NOSTRILS, AND THE EARS ADMIT THE WISDOM OF NATURE INTO THE MIND, THE TONGUE ALONE MAY GIVE IT FORTH. IN VARIOUS AGES THERE HAVE BEEN ILLUMINED ONES WHO HAVE SEEN, SMELT, TASTED, OR HEARD THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD, BUT IT WILL SHORTLY COME TO PASS THAT THOSE WHO HAVE SEEN, SMELT, TASTED, OR HEARD SHALL SPEAK, AND TRUTH SHALL BE REVEALED. BEFORE THIS REVELATION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IS POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, THE WORLD MUST SLEEP AWAY THE INTOXICATION OF HER POISONED CHALICE (FILLED WITH THE FALSE LIFE OF THE THEOLOGICAL VINE) AND, OPENING HER HEART TO VIRTUE AND UNDERSTANDING, WELCOME THE RISING SUN OF TRUTH.
CHAPTER IX. WE HAVE A MAGIC WRITING, COPIED FROM THAT DIVINE ALPHABET WITH WHICH GOD WRITES HIS WILL UPON THE FACE OF CELESTIAL AND TERRESTRIAL NATURE. WITH THIS NEW LANGUAGE WE READ GO'S [SEXLESS] WILL FOR ALL HIS CREATURES, AND JUST AS ASTRONOMERS PREDICT ECLIPSES SO WE PROGNOSTICATE THE OBSCURATIONS OF THE CHURCH AND HOW LONG THEY SHALL LAST. OUR LANGUAGE IS LIKE UNTO THAT OF ADAM AND ENOCH BEFORE THE [SEXUAL] FALL, AND THOUGH WE UNDERSTAND AND CAN EXPLAIN OUR MYSTERIES IN THIS OUR SACRED LANGUAGE, WE CANNOT DO SO IN LATIN, A TONGUE CONTAMINATED BY THE CONFUSION OF BABYLON.
CHAPTER X. ALTHOUGH THERE ARE STILL CERTAIN POWERFUL PERSONS WHO OPPOSE AND HINDER US--BECAUSE OF WHICH WE MUST REMAIN CONCEALED--WE EXHORT THOSE WHO WOULD BECOME OF OUR FRATERNITY TO STUDY UNCEASINGLY THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, FOR SUCH AS DO THIS CANNOT BE FAR FROM US. WE DO NOT MEAN THAT THE HOLY BIBLE SHOULD BE CONTINUALLY IN THE MOUTH OF MAN, BUT THAT HE SHOULD SEARCH FOR ITS TRUE AND ETERNAL MEANING, WHICH IS SELDOM DISCOVERED BY THEOLOGIANS, SCIENTISTS, OR MATHEMATICIANS BECAUSE THEY ARE BLINDED BY THE OPINIONS OF THEIR SECTS. WE BEAR WITNESS THAT NEVER SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD HAS THERE BEEN GIVEN TO MAN A MORE EXCELLENT BOOK THAN THE HOLY BIBLE. BLESSED IS HE WHO POSSESSES IT, MORE BLESSED HE WHO READS IT, MOST BLESSED HE WHO UNDERSTANDS IT, AND MOST GODLIKE HE WHO OBEYS IT. 
CHAPTER XI. WE WISH THE STATEMENTS WE MADE IN THE FAMA FRATERNITATIS CONCERNING THE TRANSMUTATION OF METALS AND THE UNIVERSAL MEDICINE TO BE LIGHTLY UNDERSTOOD. WHILE WE REALIZE THAT BOTH THESE WORKS ARE ATTAINABLE BY MAN, WE FEAR THAT MANY REALLY GREAT MINDS MAY BE LED AWAY FROM THE TRUE QUEST OF KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING IF THEY PERMIT THEMSELVES TO LIMIT THEIR INVESTIGATION TO THE TRANSMUTATION OF METALS. WHEN TO A MAN IS GIVEN POWER TO HEAL DISEASE, TO OVERCOME POVERTY, AND TO REACH A POSITION OF WORLDLY DIGNITY, THAT MAN IS BESET BY NUMEROUS TEMPTATIONS AND UNLESS HE, POSSESS TRUE KNOWLEDGE AND FULL UNDERSTANDING HE WILL BECOME A TERRIBLE MENACE TO MANKIND. THE ALCHEMIST WHO ATTAINS TO THE ART OF TRANSMUTING BASE METALS CAN DO ALL MANNER OF EVIL UNLESS HIS UNDERSTANDING BE AS GREAT AS HIS SELF-CREATED WEALTH. WE THEREFORE AFFIRM THAT MAN MUST FIRST GAIN KNOWLEDGE, VIRTUE, AND UNDERSTANDING; THEN ALL OTHER THINGS MAY BE ADDED UNTO HIM. WE ACCUSE THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF THE GREAT SIN OF POSSESSING POWER AND USING IT UNWISELY; THEREFORE, WE PROPHESY THAT IT SHALL FALL BY THE WEIGHT OF ITS OWN INIQUITIES AND ITS CROWN SHALL BE BROUGHT TO NAUGHT.
CHAPTER XII. IN CONCLUDING OUR CONFESSIO, WE EARNESTLY ADMONISH YOU TO CAST ASIDE THE WORTHLESS BOOKS OF PSEUDO-ALCHEMISTS AND PHILOSOPHERS (OF WHOM THERE ARE MANY IN OUR AGE), WHO MAKE LIGHT OF THE HOLY TRINITY AND DECEIVE THE CREDULOUS WITH MEANINGLESS ENIGMAS. ONE OF THE GREATEST OF THESE IS A STAGE PLAYER, A MAN WITH---
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A SYMBOLIC DIAGRAM OF THE OPERATIONS OF NATURE.
THIS PLATE, ENGRAVED BY DE BRY, IS THE MOST FAMOUS OF THE DIAGRAMS ILLUSTRATING THE PHILOSOPHIC PRINCIPLES OF ROBERT FLUDD (ROBERTUS DE FLUCTIBUS). THREE FIGURES ARE OUTSTANDING LINKS BETWEEN ROSICRUCIANISM AND FREEMASONRY: MICHAEL MAIER, ELIAS ASHMOLE, AND ROBERT FLUDD. DE QUINCEY CONSIDERS ROBERT FLUDD TO BE THE IMMEDIATE FATHER OF FREEMASONRY. (THE ROSICRUCIAN’S AND FREEMASONS.) EDWARD WAITE CONSIDERS ROBERT FLUDD AS SECOND TO NONE OF THE DISCIPLES OF PARACELSUS, EVEN GOING AS FAR AS TO DECLARE THAT FLUDD FAR SURPASSED HIS MASTER. HE FURTHER ADDS, "THE CENTRAL FIGURE OF ROSICRUCIAN LITERATURE, TOWERING AS AN INTELLECTUAL GIANT ABOVE THE CROWD OF SOUFFLEURS, THEOSOPHISTS, AND CHARLATANIC PROFESSORS OF THE MAGNUM OPUS, WHO, DIRECTLY OR OTHERWISE, WERE CONNECTED WITH THE MYSTERIOUS BROTHERHOOD, IS ROBERTUS DE FLUCTIBUS, THE GREAT ENGLISH MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHER OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY, A MAN OF IMMENSE ERUDITION, OF EXALTED MIND, AND, TO JUDGE BY HIS WRITINGS, OF EXTREME PERSONAL SANCTITY. " (THE REAL HISTORY OF THE ROSICRUCIAN’S.) ROBERT FLUDD WAS BORN IN 1574 AND DIED IN 1637. THE DE BRY DIAGRAM SHOWN ABOVE IS ALMOST SELF-EXPLANATORY. OUTSIDE THE CIRCLE OF THE STARRY HEAVENS ARE THE THREE FIERY RINGS OF THE EMPYREUM--THE TRIPLE FIRE OF THE SUPREME CREATOR--IN WHICH DWELL THE CELESTIAL CREATURES. WITHIN HE, OF THE STARS ARE THE CIRCLES OF THE PLANETS AND ELEMENTS. AFTER THE ELEMENT OF AIR COMES THE CIRCLE OF THE WORLD (EARTH). THE CIRCLE OF ANIMALS IS FOLLOWED BY THE CIRCLE OF PLANTS, WHICH, IN TURN IS FOLLOWED BY THE CIRCLE OF HE MINERALS. THEN COME VARIOUS INDUSTRIES AND IN THE CENTER IS A TERRESTRIAL GLOBE WITH AN APE-MAN SITTING UPON IT, MEASURING A SPHERE WITH A PAIR OF COMPASSES. THIS LITTLE FIGURE REPRESENTS THE ANIMAL CREATION. IN THE OUTER RING OF FIRE, ABOVE IS THE SACRED NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF JEHOVAH SURROUNDED BY CLOUDS. FROM THESE CLOUDS ISSUES A HAND HOLDING A CHAIN. BETWEEN THE DIVINE SPHERE AND THE LOWER WORLD PERSONIFIED BY THE APE IS THE FIGURE OF A WOMAN. IT IS TO BE SPECIALLY NOTED THAT THE FEMALE FIGURE IS MERELY HOLDING THE CHAIN CONNECTING HER WITH THE LOWER WORLD, BUT THE CHAIN CONNECTING HER WITH THE HIGHER WORLD ENDS IN A SHACKLE ABOUT HER WRIST. THIS FEMALE FIGURE IS CAPABLE OF SEVERAL INTERPRETATIONS: SHE MAY REPRESENT HUMANITY SUSPENDED BETWEEN DIVINITY AND THE BEAST; SHE MAY REPRESENT NATURE AS THE LINK BETWEEN GOD AND THE LOWER WORLD; OR SHE MAY REPRESENT THE HUMAN SOUL--THE COMMON DENOMINATOR BETWEEN THE SUPERIOR AND THE INFERIOR. SUFFICIENT INGENUITY FOR IMPOSITION. SUCH MEN ARE MINGLED BY THE ENEMY OF HUMAN WELFARE AMONG THOSE WHO SEEK TO DO GOOD, THUS MAKING TRUTH MORE DIFFICULT OF DISCOVERY. BELIEVE US, TRUTH IS SIMPLE AND UNCONCEALED, WHILE FALSEHOOD IS COMPLEX, DEEPLY HIDDEN, PROUD, AND ITS FICTITIOUS WORLDLY KNOWLEDGE, SEEMINGLY A GLITTER WITH GODLY LUSTER, IS OFTEN MISTAKEN FOR DIVINE WISDOM. YOU THAT ARE WISE WILL TURN FROM THESE FALSE TEACHINGS AND COME TO US, WHO SEEK NOT YOUR MONEY BUT FREELY OFFER YOU OUR GREATER TREASURE. WE DESIRE NOT YOUR GOODS, BUT THAT YOU SHOULD BECOME PARTAKERS OF OUR GOODS. WE DO NOT DERIDE PARABLES, BUT INVITE YOU TO UNDERSTAND ALL PARABLES AND ALL SECRETS. WE DO NOT ASK YOU TO RECEIVE US, BUT INVITE YOU TO COME UNTO OUR KINGLY HOUSES AND PALACES, NOT BECAUSE OF OURSELVES BUT BECAUSE WE ARE SO ORDERED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THE DESIRE OF OUR MOST EXCELLENT FATHER C.R.C., AND THE NEED OF THE PRESENT MOMENT, WHICH IS VERY GREAT.
CHAPTER XIII. NOW THAT WE HAVE MADE OUR POSITION CLEAR THAT WE SINCERELY CONFESS CHRIST; DISAVOW THE PAPACY; DEVOTE OUR LIVES TO TRUE PHILOSOPHY AND WORTHY LIVING; AND DAILY INVITE AND ADMIT INTO OUR FRATERNITY THE WORTHY OF ALL NATIONS, WHO THEREAFTER SHARE WITH US THE LIGHT OF GOD: WILL YOU NOT JOIN YOURSELVES WITH US TO THE PERFECTION OF YOURSELVES, THE DEVELOPMENT OF ALL THE ARTS, AND THE SERVICE OF THE WORLD? IF YOU WILL TAKE THIS STEP, THE TREASURES OF EVERY PART OF THE EARTH SHALL BE AT ONE TIME GIVEN UNTO YOU, AND THE DARKNESS WHICH ENVELOPES HUMAN KNOWLEDGE AND WHICH RESULTS IN THE VANITIES OF MATERIAL ARTS AND SCIENCES SHALL BE FOREVER DISPELLED.
CHAPTER XIV. AGAIN WE WARN THOSE WHO ARE DAZZLED BY THE GLITTER OF GOLD OR THOSE WHO, NOW UPRIGHT, MIGHT BE TURNED BY GREAT RICHES TO A LIFE OF IDLENESS AND POMP, NOT TO DISTURB OUR SACRED SILENCE WITH THEIR CLAMORING’S; FOR THOUGH THERE BE A MEDICINE WHICH WILL CURE ALL DISEASES AND GIVE UNTO ALL MEN WISDOM, YET IT IS AGAINST THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD THAT MEN SHOULD ATTAIN TO UNDERSTANDING BY ANY MEANS OTHER THAN VIRTUE, LABOR, & INTEGRITY. WE ARE NOT PERMITTED TO MANIFEST OURSELVES TO ANY MAN EXCEPT IT BE BY THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD. THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT THEY CAN PARTAKE OF OUR SPIRITUAL WEALTH AGAINST THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD OR WITHOUT HIS SANCTION WILL FIND THAT THEY SHALL SOONER LOSE THEIR LIVES IN SEEKING US THAN ATTAIN HAPPINESS BY FINDING US.
FRATERNITAS R.C.
JOHANN VALENTIN ANDREAE IS GENERALLY REPUTED TO BE THE AUTHOR OF THE CONFESSIO. IT IS A MUCH-MOOTED QUESTION, HOWEVER, WHETHER ANDREAE DID NOT PERMIT HIS NAME TO BE USED AS A PSEUDONYM BY SIR FRANCIS BACON. APROPOS OF THIS SUBJECT ARE TWO EXTREMELY SIGNIFICANT REFERENCES OCCURRING IN THE INTRODUCTION TO THAT REMARKABLE POTPOURRI, THE ANATOMY OF MELANCHOLY. THIS VOLUME FIRST APPEARED IN 1621 FROM THE PEN OF DEMOCRITUS JUNIOR, WHO WAS AFTERWARDS IDENTIFIED AS ROBERT BURTON, WHO, IN TURN, WAS A SUSPECTED INTIMATE OF SIR FRANCIS BACON. ONE REFERENCE ARCHLY SUGGESTS THAT AT THE TIME OF PUBLISHING THE ANATOMY OF MELANCHOLY IN 1621 THE FOUNDER OF THE FRATERNITY OF R.C. WAS STILL ALIVE. THIS STATEMENT--CONCEALED FROM GENERAL RECOGNITION BY ITS TEXTUAL INVOLVEMENT--HAS ESCAPED THE NOTICE OF MOST STUDENTS OF ROSICRUCIANISM. IN THE SAME WORK THERE ALSO APPEARS A SHORT FOOTNOTE OF STUPENDOUS IMPORT. IT CONTAINS MERELY THE WORDS: "JOB. VALENT. ANDREAS, LORD VERULAM." THIS SINGLE LINE DEFINITELY RELATES JOHANN VALENTIN ANDREÆ TO SIR FRANCIS BACON, WHO WAS LORD VERULAM, AND BY ITS PUNCTUATION INTIMATES THAT THEY ARE ONE AND THE SAME INDIVIDUAL. PROMINENT AMONG ROSICRUCIAN APOLOGISTS WAS JOHN HEYDON, WHO INSCRIBES HIMSELF "A SERVANT OF GOD, AND A SECRETARY OF NATURE." IN HIS CURIOUS WORK, THE ROSIE CROSS UNCOVERED, HE GIVES AN ENIGMATIC BUT VALUABLE DESCRIPTION OF THE FRATERNITY OF R.C. IN THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE: "NOW THERE ARE A KIND OF MEN, AS THEY THEMSELVES REPORT, NAMED ROSIE CRUCIANS, A DIVINE FRATERNITY THAT INHABIT THE SUBURBS OF HEAVEN, AND THESE ARE THE OFFICERS OF THE GENERALISSIMO OF THE WORLD, THAT ARE AS THE EYES AND EARS OF THE GREAT KING, SEEING AND HEARING ALL THINGS: THEY SAY THESE ROSIE CRUCIANS ARE SERAPHICALLY ILLUMINATED, AS MOSES WAS, ACCORDING TO THIS ORDER OF THE ELEMENTS, EARTH REFINED TO WATER, WATER TO AIR, AIR TO FIRE." HE FURTHER DECLARES THAT THESE MYSTERIOUS BRETHREN POSSESSED POLYMORPHOUS POWERS, APPEARING IN ANY DESIRED FORM AT WILL. IN THE PREFACE OF THE SAME WORK, HE ENUMERATES THE STRANGE POWERS OF THE ROSICRUCIAN ADEPTS: "I SHALL HERE TELL YOU WHAT ROSIE CRUCIANS ARE, AND THAT MOSES WAS THEIR FATHER, AND HE WAS ΘΕΟῦ ΠΑῖΣ; SOME SAY THEY WERE OF THE ORDER OF ELIAS, SOME SAY THE DISCIPLES OF EZEKIEL; FOR IT SHOULD SEEM ROSIE CRUCIANS WERE NOT ONLY INITIATED INTO THE MOSAICAL THEORY, BUT HAVE ARRIVED ALSO TO THE POWER OF WORKING MIRACLES, AS MOSES, ELIAS, EZEKIEL, AND THE SUCCEEDING PROPHETS DID, AS BEING TRANSPORTED WHERE THEY PLEASE, AS HABAKKUK WAS FROM JEWRY TO BABYLON, OR AS PHILIP, AFTER HE HAD BAPTIZED THE EUNUCH TO AZORUS, AND ONE OF THESE WENT FROM ME TO A FRIEND OF MINE IN DEVONSHIRE, AND CAME AND BROUGHT ME AN ANSWER TO LONDON THE SOME DAY, WHICH IS FOUR DAYS JOURNEY; THEY CAUGHT ME EXCELLENT PREDICTIONS OF ASTROLOGY AND EARTHQUAKES; THEY SLACK THE PLAGUE IN CITIES; THEY SILENCE THE VIOLENT WINDS AND TEMPESTS; THEY CALM THE RAGE OF THE SEA AND RIVERS; THEY WALK IN THE AIR, THEY FRUSTRATE THE MALICIOUS ASPECTS OF WITCHES; THEY CURE ALL DISEASES." THE WRITINGS OF JOHN HEYDON ARE CONSIDERED A MOST IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO ROSICRUCIAN LITERATURE. JOHN HEYDON WAS PROBABLY RELATED TO SIR CHRISTOPHER HEYDON, "A SERAPHICALLY ILLUMINATED ROSIE CRUCIAN, " WHOM THE LATE F. LEIGH GARDNER, HON. SECRETARY SEC. ROS. IN ANGLIA, BELIEVES TO HAVE BEEN THE SOURCE OF HIS ROSICRUCIAN KNOWLEDGE. IN HIS BIBLIOTHECA ROSICRUCIANA HE MAKES THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT CONCERNING JOHN HEYDON: "ON THE WHOLE, FROM THE INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF HIS WRITINGS, HE APPEARS TO HAVE GONE THROUGH THE LOWER GRADE OF THE R. C. ORDER AND TO HAVE GIVEN OUT MUCH OF THIS TO THE WORLD." JOHN HEYDON TRAVELED EXTENSIVELY, VISITING ARABIA, EGYPT, PERSIA, AND VARIOUS PARTS OF EUROPE, AS RELATED IN A BIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION TO HIS WORK, THE WISE-MANS CROWN, SET WITH ANGELS, PLANETS, METALS, ETC., OR THE GLORY OF THE ROSIE CROSS--A WORK DECLARED BY HIM TO BE A TRANSLATION INTO ENGLISH OF THE MYSTERIOUS BOOK M BROUGHT FROM ARABIA BY CHRISTIAN ROSENCREUTZ. THOMAS VAUGHAN (EUGENIUS PHILALETHES), ANOTHER CHAMPION OF THE ORDER, CORROBORATES THE STATEMENT OF JOHN HEYDON CONCERNING THE ABILITY OF THE ROSICRUCIAN INITIATES TO MAKE THEMSELVES INVISIBLE AT WILL: "THE FRATERNITY OF R.C. CAN MOVE IN THIS WHITE MIST. 'WHOSOEVER WOULD COMMUNICATE WITH US MUST BE ABLE TO SEE IN THIS LIGHT, OR US HE WILL NEVER SEE UNLESS BY OUR OWN WILL.'" THE FRATERNITY OF R.C. IS AN AUGUST AND SOVEREIGN BODY, ARBITRARILY MANIPULATING THE SYMBOLS OF ALCHEMY, QABBALISM, ASTROLOGY, AND MAGIC TO THE ATTAINMENT OF ITS OWN PECULIAR PURPOSES, BUT ENTIRELY INDEPENDENT OF THE CULTS WHOSE TERMINOLOGY IT EMPLOYS. THE THREE MAJOR OBJECTS OF THE FRATERNITY ARE: 1. THE ABOLITION OF ALL MONARCHICAL FORMS OF GOVERNMENT AND THE SUBSTITUTION THEREFOR OF THE RULERSHIP OF THE PHILOSOPHIC ELECT. THE PRESENT DEMOCRACIES ARE THE DIRECT OUTGROWTH OF ROSICRUCIAN EFFORTS TO LIBERATE THE MAWS FROM THE DOMINATION OF DESPOTISM. IN THE EARLY PART OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY THE ROSICRUCIAN’S TURNED THEIR ATTENTION TO THE NEW AMERICAN COLONIES, THEN FORMING THE NUCLEUS OF A GREAT NATION IN THE NEW WORLD. THE AMERICAN WAR OF INDEPENDENCE REPRESENTS THEIR FIRST GREAT POLITICAL EXPERIMENT AND RESULTED IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL GOVERNMENT FOUNDED UPON THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF DIVINE AND NATURAL LAW. AS AN IMPERISHABLE REMINDER OF THEIR---
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THE ALCHEMICAL ANDROGYNE
THE TURBAE PHILOSOPHORUM IS ONE OF THE EARLIEST KNOWN DOCUMENTS ON ALCHEMY IN THE LATIN TONGUE. ITS EXACT ORIGIN IS UNKNOWN. IT IS SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS THE THIRD PYTHAGORICAL SYNOD. AS ITS NAME IMPLIES, IT IS AN ASSEMBLY OF THE SAGES AND SETS FORTH THE ALCHEMICAL VIEWPOINTS OF MANY OF THE EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHERS. THE SYMBOL REPRODUCED ABOVE IS FROM A RARE EDITION OF THE TURBAE PHILOSOPHORUM PUBLISHED IN GERMANY IN 1750, AND REPRESENTS BY A HERMAPHRODITIC FIGURE THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE MAGNUM OPUS. THE ACTIVE AND PASSIVE PRINCIPLES OF NATURE WERE OFTEN DEPICTED BY MALE AND FEMALE FIGURES, AND WHEN THESE, TWO PRINCIPLE, WERE HARMONIOUSLY CONJOINED IN ANY ONE NATURE OR BODY IT WAS CUSTOMARY TO SYMBOLIZE THIS STATE OF PERFECT EQUILIBRIUM BY THE COMPOSITE FIGURE ABOVE SHOWN.
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A ROSICRUCIAN TITLE PAGE.
COUNT MICHAEL MAIER, PHYSICIAN TO RUDOLPH II., WAS AN OUTSTANDING FIGURE IN THE ROSICRUCIAN CONTROVERSY. THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT THAT HE WAS AN INITIATED MEMBER OF THE ROSICRUCIAN FRATERNITY, EMPOWERED BY THE ORDER TO PROMULGATE ITS SECRETS AMONG THE PHILOSOPHIC ELECT OF EUROPE. THE ABOVE TITLE PAGE SHOWS THE SEVEN PLANETS REPRESENTED BY APPROPRIATE FIGURES. BEHIND THE CENTRAL FIGURE IN EACH CASE IS A SMALLER EMBLEM, SIGNIFYING THE ZODIACAL SIGN IN WHICH THE PLANET IS ENTHRONED. IN THE ARCH OVER THE TITLE ITSELF IS A PORTRAIT OF THE LEARNED MAIER. THE VOLUME OF WHICH THIS IS THE TITLE PAGE IS DEVOTED TO AN ANALYSIS OF THE NATURE AND EFFECT OF THE SEVEN PLANETS, AND IS COUCHED IN ALCHEMICAL TERMINOLOGY THROUGHOUT. MICHAEL MAIER CONCEALED HIS KNOWLEDGE SO CUNNINGLY THAT IT IS EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT TO TRACT FROM HIS WRITINGS THE SECRETS WHICH HE POSSESSED. HE WAS PROFUSE IN HIS USE OF EMBLEMS AND THE GREATER PART OF HIS PHILOSOPHICAL LORE IS CONCEALED IN THE ENGRAVINGS WHICH ILLUSTRATE HIS BOOKS. SUB ROSA ACTIVITIES, THE ROSICRUCIAN’S LEFT THE GREAT SEAL OF THE UNITED STATES. THE ROSICRUCIAN’S WERE ALSO THE INSTIGATORS OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION, BUT IN THIS INSTANCE WERE NOT WHOLLY SUCCESSFUL, OWING TO THE FACT THAT THE FANATICISM OF THE REVOLUTIONISTS COULD NOT BE CONTROLLED AND THE REIGN OF TERROR ENSUED. 2. THE REFORMATION OF SCIENCE, PHILOSOPHY, AND ETHICS. THE ROSICRUCIAN’S DECLARED THAT THE MATERIAL ARTS AND SCIENCES WERE BUT SHADOWS OF THE DIVINE WISDOM, AND THAT ONLY BY PENETRATING THE INNERMOST RECESSES OF NATURE COULD MAN ATTAIN TO REALITY AND UNDERSTANDING. THOUGH CALLING THEMSELVES CHRISTIANS, THE ROSICRUCIAN’S WERE EVIDENTLY PLATONISTS AND ALSO PROFOUNDLY VERSED IN THE DEEPEST MYSTERIES OF EARLY HEBREW AND HINDU THEOLOGY. THERE IS UNDENIABLE EVIDENCE THAT THE ROSICRUCIAN’S DESIRED TO REESTABLISH THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES AS THE FOREMOST METHOD OF INSTRUCTING HUMANITY IN THE SECRET AND ETERNAL DOCTRINE. INDEED, BEING IN ALL PROBABILITY THE PERPETUATORS OF THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES, THE ROSICRUCIAN’S WERE ABLE TO MAINTAIN THEMSELVES AGAINST THE OBLITERATING FORCES OF DOGMATIC CHRISTIANITY ONLY BY ABSOLUTE SECRECY AND THE SUBTLETY OF THEIR SUBTERFUGES. THEY SO CAREFULLY GUARDED AND PRESERVED THE SUPREME MYSTERY--THE IDENTITY AND INTERRELATIONSHIP OF THE THREE SELVES--THAT NO ONE TO WHOM THEY DID NOT OF THEIR OWN ACCORD REVEAL THEMSELVES HAS EVER SECURED ANY SATISFACTORY INFORMATION REGARDING EITHER THE EXISTENCE OR THE PURPOSE OF THE ORDER. THE FRATERNITY OF R.C., THROUGH ITS OUTER ORGANIZATION, IS GRADUALLY CREATING AN ENVIRONMENT OR BODY IN WHICH THE ILLUSTRIOUS BROTHER C.R.C. MAY ULTIMATELY INCARNATE AND CONSUMMATE FOR HUMANITY THE VAST SPIRITUAL AND MATERIAL LABORS OF THE FRATERNITY. 3. THE DISCOVERY OF THE UNIVERSAL MEDICINE, OR PANACEA, FOR ALL FORMS OF DISEASE. THERE IS AMPLE EVIDENCE THAT THE ROSICRUCIAN’S WERE SUCCESSFUL IN THEIR QUEST FOR THE ELIXIR OF LIFE. IN HIS THEATRUM CHEMICUM BRITANNICUM, ELIAS ASHMOLE STATES THAT THE ROSICRUCIAN’S WERE NOT APPRECIATED IN ENGLAND, BUT WERE WELCOMED ON THE CONTINENT. HE ALSO STATES THAT QUEEN ELIZABETH WAS TWICE CURED OF THE SMALLPOX BY THE BRETHREN OF THE ROSY CROSS, AND THAT THE EARL OF NORFOLK WAS HEALED OF LEPROSY BY A ROSICRUCIAN PHYSICIAN. IN THE QUOTATIONS THAT FOLLOW IT IS HINTED BY JOHN HEYDON THAT THE BROTHERS OF THE FRATERNITY POSSESSED THE SECRET OF PROLONGING HUMAN EXISTENCE INDEFINITELY, BUT NOT BEYOND THE TIME APPOINTED BY THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD: "AND AT LAST THEY COULD RESTORE BY THE SAME COURSE EVERY BROTHER THAT DIED TO LIFE AGAIN, AND SO CONTINUE MANY AGES; THE RULES YOU FIND IN THE FOURTH BOOK. AFTER THIS MANNER BEGAN THE FRATERNITY OF THE ROSIE CROSS, FIRST BY FOUR PERSONS, WHO DIED AND ROSE AGAIN UNTIL CHRIST, AND THEN THEY CAME TO WORSHIP AS THE STAR GUIDED THEM TO BETHLEHEM OF JUDEA, WHERE LAY OUR SAVIOR IN HIS MOTHER'S ARMS; AND THEN THEY OPENED THEIR TREASURE AND PRESENTED UNTO HIM GIFTS, GOLD, FRANKINCENSE, AND MYRRH, AND BY THE [SEXLESS] COMMANDMENT OF GOD WENT HOME TO THEIR HABITATION. THESE FOUR WAXING YOUNG AGAIN SUCCESSIVELY MANY HUNDREDS OF YEARS, MADE A MAGICAL LANGUAGE AND WRITING, WITH A LARGE DICTIONARY, WHICH WE YET DAILY USE TO GOD'S PRAISE AND GLORY, AND DO FIND GREAT WISDOM THEREIN. NOW WHILST BROTHER C.R. WAS IN A PROPER WOMB QUICKENING, THEY CONCLUDED TO DRAW AND RECEIVE YET OTHERS MORE INTO THEIR FRATERNITY." THE WOMB HEREIN REFERRED TO WAS APPARENTLY THE GLASS CASKET, OR CONTAINER, IN WHICH THE BROTHERS WERE BURIED. THIS WAS ALSO CALLED THE PHILOSOPHICAL EGG. AFTER A CERTAIN PERIOD OF TIME THE PHILOSOPHER, BREAKING THE SHELL OF HIS EGG, CAME FORTH AND FUNCTIONED FOR A PRESCRIBED PERIOD, AFTER WHICH HE RETIRED AGAIN INTO HIS SHELL OF GLASS, THE ROSICRUCIAN MEDICINE FOR THE HEALING OF ALL HUMAN INFIRMITIES MAY BE INTERPRETED EITHER AS A CHEMICAL SUBSTANCE WHICH PRODUCES THE PHYSICAL EFFECTS DESCRIBED OR AS SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING--THE TRUE HEALING POWER WHICH, WHET A MAN HAS PARTAKEN OF IT, REVEALS TRUTH TO HIM. IGNORANCE IS THE WORST FORM OF DISEASE, AND THAT: WHICH HEALS IGNORANCE IS THEREFORE THE MOST POTENT OF ALL MEDICINES. THE PERFECT ROSICRUCIAN MEDICINE WAS FOR THE HEALING OF NATIONS, RACES, AND INDIVIDUALS. IN AN EARLY UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPT, AN UNKNOWN PHILOSOPHER DECLARES ALCHEMY, QABBALISM, ASTROLOGY, AND MAGIC TO HAVE BEEN DIVINE SCIENCES ORIGINALLY, BUT THAT THROUGH PERVERSION THEY HAD BECOME FALSE DOCTRINES, LEADING SEEKERS AFTER WISDOM EVER FARTHER FROM THEIR GOAL. THE SAME AUTHOR GIVES A VALUABLE KEY TO ESOTERIC ROSICRUCIANISM BY DIVIDING THE PATH OF SPIRITUAL ATTAINMENT INTO THREE STEPS, OR SCHOOLS, WHICH HE CALLS MOUNTAINS. THE FIRST AND LOWEST OF THESE MOUNTAINS IS MOUNT SOPHIA; THE SECOND, MOUNT QABBALAH; AND THE THIRD, MOUNT MAGIA. THESE THREE MOUNTAINS ARE SEQUENTIAL STAGES OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH. THE UNKNOWN AUTHOR THEN STATES: "BY PHILOSOPHY IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORKINGS OF NATURE, BY WHICH KNOWLEDGE MAN LEARNS TO CLIMB TO THOSE HIGHER MOUNTAINS ABOVE THE LIMITATIONS OF SENSE. BY QABBALISM IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD THE LANGUAGE OF THE ANGELIC OR CELESTIAL BEINGS, AND HE WHO MASTERS IT IS ABLE TO CONVERSE WITH THE [SEXLESS] MESSENGERS OF GOD. ON THE HIGHEST OF THE MOUNTAINS IS THE SCHOOL OF MAGIA (DIVINE MAGIC, WHICH IS THE [SEXLESS] LANGUAGE OF GOD) WHEREIN MAN IS TAUGHT THE TRUE NATURE OF ALL THINGS BY GOD HIMSELF." THERE IS A GROWING CONVICTION THAT IF THE TRUE NATURE OF ROSICRUCIANISM WERE DIVULGED, IT WOULD CAUSE CONSTERNATION, TO SAY THE LEAST. ROSICRUCIAN SYMBOLS HAVE MANY MEANINGS, BUT THE ROSICRUCIAN MEANING HAS NOT YET BEEN REVEALED. THE MOUNT UPON WHICH STANDS THE HOUSE OF THE ROSY CROSS IS STILL CONCEALED BY CLOUDS, IN WHICH THE BRETHREN HIDE BOTH THEMSELVES AND THEIR SECRETS. MICHAEL MAIER WRITES: "WHAT IS CONTAINED IN THE FAMA AND CONFESSIO IS TRUE. IT IS A VERY CHILDISH OBJECTION THAT THE BROTHERHOOD, HAVE PROMISED SO MUCH AND PERFORMED SO LITTLE. WITH THEM, AS ELSEWHERE, MANY ARE CALLED BUT FEW ARE CHOSEN. THE MASTERS OF THE ORDER HOLD OUT THE ROSE AS THE REMOTE PRIZE, BUT THEY IMPOSE THE CROSS ON THOSE WHO ARE ENTERING." (SILENTIUM POST CLAMORES, AND THE ROSICRUCIAN’S AND THE FREEMASONS.) THE ROSE AND THE CROSS APPEAR UPON THE STAINED GLASS WINDOWS OF LICHFIELD CHAPTER HOUSE, WHERE WALTER CONRAD ARENSBERG BELIEVES LORD BACON AND HIS MOTHER TO HAVE BEEN BURIED. A CRUCIFIED ROSE WITHIN A HEART IS WATERMARKED INTO THE DEDICATION PAGE OF THE 1628 EDITION OF ROBERT BURTON'S ANATOMY OF MELANCHOLY. THE FUNDAMENTAL SYMBOLS OF THE ROSICRUCIAN’S WERE THE ROSE AND THE CROSS; THE ROSE FEMALE AND THE CROSS MALE, BOTH UNIVERSAL PHALLIC EMBLEMS. WHILE SUCH LEARNED GENTLEMEN AS THOMAS INMAN, HARGRAVE JENNINGS, AND RICHARD PAYNE KNIGHT HAVE TRULY OBSERVED THAT THE ROSE AND THE CROSS TYPIFY THE GENERATIVE PROCESSES, THESE SCHOLARS SEEM UNABLE TO PIERCE THE VEIL OF SYMBOLISM; THEY DO NOT REALIZE THAT THE CREATIVE MYSTERY IN THE MATERIAL WORLD IS MERELY A SHADOW OF THE DIVINE CREATIVE MYSTERY IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. BECAUSE OF THE PHALLIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THEIR SYMBOLS, BOTH THE ROSICRUCIAN’S AND THE TEMPLARS HAVE BEEN FALSELY ACCUSED OF PRACTICING OBSCENE RITES IN THEIR SECRET CEREMONIALS. WHILE IT IS QUITE TRUE THAT THE ALCHEMICAL RETORT SYMBOLIZES THE WOMB, IT ALSO HAS A FAR MORE SIGNIFICANT MEANING CONCEALED UNDER THE ALLEGORY OF THE SECOND BIRTH. AS GENERATION IS THE KEY TO MATERIAL EXISTENCE, IT IS NATURAL THAT THE FRATERNITY OF R.C. SHOULD ADOPT AS ITS CHARACTERISTIC SYMBOLS THOSE EXEMPLIFYING THE REPRODUCTIVE PROCESSES. AS REGENERATION IS THE KEY TO SPIRITUAL EXISTENCE, THEY THEREFORE FOUNDED THEIR SYMBOLISM UPON THE ROSE AND THE CROSS, WHICH TYPIFY THE REDEMPTION OF MAN THROUGH THE UNION OF HIS LOWER TEMPORAL NATURE WITH HIS HIGHER ETERNAL NATURE. THE ROSY CROSS IS ALSO A HIEROGLYPHIC FIGURE REPRESENTING THE FORMULA OF THE UNIVERSAL MEDICINE. 
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THE ELEMENTARY WORLD.
THE OUTER CIRCLE CONTAINS THE FIGURES OF THE ZODIAC; THE SECOND, THEIR SIGNS AND THAT PART OF THE HUMAN BODY WHICH THEY RULE; THE THIRD, THE MONTHS OF THE YEAR, WITH BRIEF NOTES CONCERNING TEMPERAMENTS, ETC. THE FOURTH CIRCLE CONTAINS THE ELEMENTS ACCOMPANIED BY THEIR APPROPRIATE SYMBOLS, AND THE FOLLOWING SEVEN CIRCLES MARK THE ORBITS OF THE PLANETS; ALSO, THE PLANETARY ANGELS, THE SEVEN MAJOR MEMBERS OF THE UNIVERSAL MAN, AND THE SEVEN METALS, EACH DIVISION APPEARING UNDER ITS APPROPRIATE ELEMENT ACCORDING TO THE ELEMENTAL NAMES IN THE FOURTH CIRCLE. IN THE TWELFTH CIRCLE APPEAR THE WORDS: "THERE ARE THREE PRINCIPLES, THREE WORLDS, THREE AGES, AND THREE KINGDOMS." IN THE THIRTEENTH CIRCLE APPEAR THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE ARTS AND SCIENCES WHICH ARE CONSIDERED ESSENTIAL TO SPIRITUAL GROWTH. IN THE FOURTEENTH CIRCLE IS THE WORD NATURE. THE FIFTEENTH CIRCLE CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING WORDS. "IT IS THE GREAT HONOR OF FAITHFUL SOULS, THAT FROM THEIR VERY BIRTH AN ANGEL IS APPOINTED TO PRESERVE AND KEEP EACH OF THEM." (1ST ENGLISH TRANSLATION, LONDON, 1893.)
FIFTEEN ROSICRUCIAN AND QABBALISTIC DIAGRAMS
IN HIS WELL-KNOWN WORK, THE ROSICRUCIAN’S, THEIR RITES AND MYSTERIES, HARGRAVE JENNINGS REPRODUCES FIVE QABBALISTIC CHARTS WHICH HE DECLARES TO BE GENUINE ROSICRUCIAN DRAWINGS. HE GIVES NO INFORMATION CONCERNING THEIR ORIGIN NOR DOES HE ATTEMPT AN ELUCIDATION OF THEIR SYMBOLISM. A RECENT WRITER WHO REPRODUCED ONE OF THESE CHARTS CORRELATED IT TO THE EMBLEMATIC TOMB OF FATHER C.R.C., THUS EXPOSING THE TRUE NATURE OF CHRISTIAN ROSENCREUTZ. THE FIVE PLATES REPRODUCED IN HARGRAVE JENNINGS' BOOK ARE PART OF A SERIES OF FIFTEEN DIAGRAMS WHICH APPEAR IN THE MAGICAL, QABBALISTICAL, AND THEOSOPHICAL WRITINGS OF GEORGIUS VON WELLING, ON THE SUBJECT OF SALT, SULPHUR, AND MERCURY. THIS EXTREMELY RARE VOLUME WAS PUBLISHED AT FRANKFORT AND LEIPZIG IN 1735 AND 1760. THE NUMBERS AND FIGURES ON THE CHARTS REFER TO THE CHAPTERS AND SECTIONS OF THE WRITINGS. THESE FIFTEEN CHARTS CONSTITUTE A REMARKABLE AND INVALUABLE ADDITION TO THE FEW OTHER KNOWN ADMITTEDLY AUTHENTIC QABBALISTIC AND ROSICRUCIAN DIAGRAMS. LUCIFER IS THE GREATEST MYSTERY OF SYMBOLISM. THE SECRET KNOWLEDGE OF THE ROSICRUCIAN’S CONCERNING LUCIFER IS NOWHERE SO PLAINLY SET FORTH AS IN THESE PLATES, WHICH VIRTUALLY REVEAL HIS TRUE IDENTITY, A CAREFULLY GUARDED SECRET ABOUT WHICH LITTLE HAS BEEN WRITTEN. LUCIFER IS REPRESENTED BY THE NUMBER 741. VON WELLING DOES NOT GIVE A COMPLETE EXPOSITION OF THE FIFTEEN CHARTS; TO HAVE DONE SO WOULD HAVE BEEN CONTRARY TO THE PRINCIPLES OF QABBALISTIC PHILOSOPHY. THE DEEPER SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SYMBOLS IS REVEALED ONLY BY PROFOUND STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION. TABLE I, FIGURES 1-11. FIGURE 1 IS A PTOLEMAIC CHART SHOWING THE TRUE RELATIONSHIP EXISTING BETWEEN THE PRIMORDIAL ELEMENTS. ITS SECRET SIGNIFICANCE IS AS FOLLOWS: THE OUTER RING ENCLOSED BY THE LINES A AND B IS THE REGION OF SCHAMAYIM, A QABBALISTIC NAME FOR THE SUPREME DEITY, SIGNIFYING THE EXPANSE OF THE HEAVENS, OR A SPIRITUAL FIERY WATER. SCHAMAYIM IS "THE OCEAN OF SPIRIT, " WITHIN WHICH ALL CREATED AND UNCREATED THINGS EXIST AND BY THE LIFE OF WHICH THEY ARE ANIMATED. IN THE LOWER WORLDS SCHAMAYIM BECOMES THE ASTRAL LIGHT. THE SPACE BETWEEN B AND C MARKS THE ORBITS OR PLANES OF THE SEVEN SPIRITUAL INTELLIGENCES CALLED THE DIVINE PLANETS (NOT THE VISIBLE PLANETS). ACCORDING TO THE MYSTERIES, THE SOULS OF MEN ENTER THE LOWER WORLDS THROUGH RING B, THE FIXED STARS. ALL CREATION REFLECTS THE GLORY OF SCHAMAYIM, THE ENERGY THAT FILTERS INTO THE SPHERES OF THE ELEMENTS THROUGH THE WINDOWS OF THE STARS AND PLANETS. BETWEEN C AND D LIES THE REGION OF THE SUBTLE, SPIRITUAL AIR, A SUBDIVISION OF ETHER. D TO E MARKS THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH AND SEA, BY WHICH ARE ALSO MEANT GRADES OF ETHER. E TO F MARKS THE LOWER REGION, CALLED "THE GATHERING OF THE WATERS AND THE PRODUCTION OF THE VIRGIN EARTH, " OR "ARES. " THE ALCHEMISTS CALLED THIS "QUICKSAND," THE TRUE MYSTIC FOUNDATION OF THE SOLID EARTH. F TO G MARKS THE CIRCLE OF THE SUBTERRANEAN AIR, WHICH IS MORE-DENSE AND COARSE THAN THAT IN THE OUTER SPACE, C TO D. IN THIS DENSER ATMOSPHERE THE STELLAR INFLUENCES AND CELESTIAL IMPULSES ARE CRYSTALLIZED INTO CORPOREAL SPIRITS, THUS FORMING THE MULTITUDE OF FORMS WHICH EXIST WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR OWN FIERY SOURCE. G IS THE REGION OF THE CENTRAL FIRE OF THE ELEMENT EARTH, A COARSE FIRE IN CONTRADISTINCTION TO THE DIVINE FIERY SCHAMAYIM. THE SPHERE OF THE STARRY HEAVENS LIKEWISE HAS ITS OPPOSITE IN THE SPHERE OF THE SUBTERRANEAN AIR; AND THE SPHERE OF THE UPPER AIR (OR SUBTLE VAPOROUS WATER) HAS ITS OPPOSITE IN THE SPHERE E TO F. THE FOCAL POINT, D TO E, BETWEEN THE THREE HIGHER AND THE THREE LOWER SPHERES, IS CALLED "THE RESERVOIR." IT RECEIVES IMPRESSIONS FROM BOTH THE SUPERIOR AND THE INFERIOR REGIONS AND IS COMMON TO BOTH. FIGURE 2 IS THE QABBALISTIC SYMBOL OF ELEMENTAL WATER; FIGURE 9 REPRESENTS THE SPIRITUAL INVISIBLE WATER. FIGURE 3 IS THE QABBALISTIC SYMBOL OF ELEMENTAL AIR; FIGURE 7 REPRESENTS THE SPIRITUAL AND INVISIBLE AIR. FIGURE 4 IS THE QABBALISTIC SIGN OF THE ELEMENTAL EARTH; FIGURE 8 REPRESENTS THE SPIRITUAL AND INVISIBLE EARTH. FIGURE 5 IS THE QABBALISTIC SIGN OF THE ELEMENTAL FIRE; FIGURE 6 REPRESENTS THE SPIRITUAL AND INVISIBLE FIRE. FIGURES 6, 7, 8, AND 9 SYMBOLIZE THE FOUR ELEMENTS BEFORE THE DESCENT OF LUCIFER. THEY ARE THE FOUR RIVERS SPOKEN OF IN GENESIS, HAVING THEIR SOURCE IN THE ONE RIVER, FIGURE W, WHICH REPRESENTS THE ELEMENTS SUPERIMPOSED ON ONE ANOTHER. THE GOLDEN BALL IN THE CENTER IS SCHAMAYIM, THE FIERY SOURCE OF ALL ELEMENTS. FIGURE 11 IS THE EMBLEM OF THE BEGINNING AND THE END OF ALL CREATURES. FROM IT ALL THINGS PROCEED AND TO IT ALL MUST RETURN AGAIN, TO BECOME ONE WITH THE FIERY WATER OF DIVINE UNDERSTANDING. TABLE II, FIGURES 12-51. FIGURES 12, 13, 14 DEMONSTRATE THE SPHERE AS A SYMBOL OF MOTION TO BE EMBLEMATIC OF FIRE, WATER, AND AIR; AND THE CUBE AS A SYMBOL OF WEIGHT TO BE EMBLEMATIC OF EARTH. THE SPHERE RESTS UPON A POINT, THE CUBE UPON A SURFACE; THE SPHERE IS THEREFORE USED TO SYMBOLIZE SPIRIT, AND THE CUBE, MATTER. FIGURE 14 DEMONSTRATES THAT ATMOSPHERE RUSHING IN BEHIND A FALLING OBJECT INCREASES ITS VELOCITY AND APPARENTLY ADDS TO ITS WEIGHT. THE ESSENTIAL NATURE OF EACH ELEMENT IS OCCULTLY SIGNIFIED BY THE PECULIAR SYMBOL AND CHARACTER ASSIGNED TO IT. OF FIGURE 15, THE SYMBOL OF SALT, VON WELLING WRITES, IN SUBSTANCE: THE CUBE HAS SIX SIDES, CORRESPONDING TO THE SIX DAYS OF CREATION, WITH THE POINT OF REST (THE SEVENTH DAY) IN THE CENTER OF THE CUBE. ON EACH SURFACE OF THE CUBE APPEAR THE SIGNS OF THE FOUR ELEMENTS [TRIANGLES]. THE ALCHEMISTS DECLARED THAT SALT WAS THE FIRST CREATED SUBSTANCE PRODUCED BY THE FIRE (SCHAMAYIM) WHICH FLOWED OUT OF GOD. IN SALT ALL CREATION IS CONCENTRATED; IN SALT ARE THE BEGINNING AND END OF ALL THINGS. THE CUBE, FURTHERMORE, IS COMPOSED OF TWELVE BODIES, EACH OF WHICH HAS SIX SIDES. THESE BODIES ARE THE TWELVE FUNDAMENTAL PILLARS OF THE TRUE INVISIBLE CHURCH, AND WHEN THESE TWELVE BODIES ARE MULTIPLIED BY THEIR SIX SIDES THE MAGICAL NUMBER 72 RESULTS. THE WISE HAVE SAID THAT NOTHING IS PERFECT UNTIL IT HAS BEEN DISSOLVED, SEPARATED, AND AGAIN UNITED SO THAT IT BECOMES A BODY COMPOSED OF TWELVE BODIES, LIKE THE CUBE. THE CUBE ALSO CONSISTS OF SIX PYRAMIDS WITH THE SIX SURFACES OF THE CUBE AS THEIR BASES. THE POINTS OF THESE SIX PYRAMIDS MEET AT THE CENTER OF THE CUBE. THESE SIX PYRAMIDS, EACH CONSISTING OF FOUR TRIANGLES, SIGNIFY THE ELEMENTS, AND PRODUCE THE MAGICAL NUMBER 24, WHICH REFERS TO THE ELDERS BEFORE THE THRONE. THE SIX SURFACES AND THE POINT CONSTITUTE THE MAGICAL NUMBER 7. IF 7 BE MULTIPLIED BY 7 AGAIN, AND SO ON 7 TIMES, THE ANSWER WILL REVEAL THE METHOD USED BY THE ANCIENTS FOR MEASURING THE PERIODS OF ETERNITY; THUS: (1) 7 X 7 = 49; (2) 49 X 7 = 343; (3) 343 X 7 = 2,401; (4) 2,401 X 7 = 16,807; (5):16,807 X 7 = 117,649; (6) 117,649 X 7 = 823,543; (7) 823,543 X 7 = 5,764,801. (THIS IS NOT TO BE TAKEN AS EARTH YEARS OR TIMES.) THE 5,000, 000 REPRESENTS THE GREAT HALL YEAR; THE 700,000 THE GREAT SABBATH YEAR, WHEREIN ALL HUMAN BEINGS GRADUALLY GAIN TRUE UNDERSTANDING AND BECOME HEIRS TO THEIR ORIGINAL AND ETERNAL INHERITANCE, WHICH WAS LOST WHEN THEY WERE ENMESHED IN THE LOWER ELEMENTS. THE 64,800 IS THE NUMBER OF THE FALLEN ANGELS, AND THE LAST ONE YEAR SIGNIFIES THE LIBERATION OF LUCIFER AND RETURN TO HIS ORIGINAL ESTATE. FIGURE 16 IS ANOTHER SYMBOL OF SALT, WHILE FIGURE 17 (THE DOT) IS THE SIGN OF SPIRIT, GOLD, THE SUN, OR THE GERM OF LIFE. IF THE DOT BE MOVED BEFORE ITSELF IT BECOMES A LINE, FIGURE 18. THIS MOTION OF THE DOT IS THE FIRST MOTION. THE BEGINNING AND END OF EVERY LINE IS A DOT. FIGURE 19 IS THE CIRCLE. IT IS THE SECOND MOTION & THE MOST PERFECT OF ALL LINES. OUT OF IT ARE FORMED ALL FIGURES AND BODIES---
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TABLE I, FIGURES 1-11.
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TABLE II, FIGURES 12-51.
---IMAGINABLE. FIGURE 20 REPRESENTS THE OUTPOURING OF THE UPPER AND SPIRITUAL LIFE INTO MANIFESTATION. FIGURE 21 REPRESENTS DARKNESS, FOR IT IS THE LOOSENING OF THE SUBTERRENE DESTRUCTIVE PRINCIPLE. FIGURE 20 IS ALSO THE SYMBOL OF DAY, AND FIGURE 21 OF NIGHT. FIGURE 22 IS A SYMBOL OF WATER; FIGURE 23 IS THE COMPLETE UNIVERSAL CHARACTER OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS. THE UPRIGHT TRIANGLE REPRESENTS SCHAMAYIM; THE INVERTED TRIANGLE THE DARK EARTH WHICH IMPRISONS THE INFERNAL SUBTERRANEAN FIRE. IT IS "THE FIRST DAY OF CREATION," OR THE TIME OF THE SEPARATION OF SCHAMAYIM AND ARES. FIGURE 24 REPRESENTS THE SIX DAYS OF CREATION AND PROVES THAT THE ELEMENTS [EARTH, FIRE, WATER & AIR---WIND] ARE AN OUTFLOW OF THE DIVINE FIRE WHICH, BREAKING UP, BECOMES THE SUBSTANCES OF THE TANGIBLE UNIVERSE, AS SIGNIFIED IN FIGURE 25. FIGURE 26 IS THE CHARACTER OF THE AIR, SHOWING THAT AIR IS BORN OUT OF THE ETERNAL LIGHT AND THE ETHEREAL WATER. FIGURE 27 IS THE CHARACTER OF WATER. IT IS THE INVERSION OF FIGURE 26, INDICATING THAT ITS ORIGIN IS FROM THE LOWER FIRE AND NOT THE HIGHER. ITS UPPER PART SIGNIFIES THAT WATER DOES NOT LACK THE DIVINE ELEMENT, BUT AS A UNIVERSAL MIRROR REFLECTS THE HEAVENLY INFLUENCES. FIGURES 28 AND 29 ARE SYMBOLS OF SALT, SHOWING THAT IT IS BOTH FIRE AND WATER IN ONE. FIGURE 30 IS THE CHARACTER OF FIRE IN ALL ITS ATTRIBUTES, AND FIGURE M (THE SAME INVERTED), WATER IN ALL ITS POWERS. FIGURE 32 IS THE CHARACTER OF SALT IN ALL ITS ATTRIBUTES. FIGURE 33 REPRESENTS BOTH GOLD AND THE SUN. THEIR ESSENTIAL NATURES ARE IDENTICAL, BEING FORMED FROM THE FIRST FIRE OUT OF SCHAMAYIM. THEY ARE PERFECT, AS CAN BE SEEN FROM THEIR SYMBOL, FOR NO MORE PERFECT FORM CAN BE PRODUCED OUT OF THE DOT THAN THE CIRCLE. FIGURE 34 IS THE CHARACTER OF THE GREATER AND LESSER WORLDS; AS THE DOT IS SURROUNDED BY ITS CIRCUMFERENCE, THIS WORLD IS SURROUNDED BY SCHAMAYIM. MAN (THE LITTLE WORLD) IS INCLUDED IN THIS SYMBOL BECAUSE HIS INNER NATURE IS POTENTIAL GOLD (APHAR MIN HAADAMAH), WHICH GOLD IS HIS ETERNAL INDESTRUCTIBLE SPIRITUAL BODY. GOLD IS THE MASCULINE PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSE. FIGURE 35 IS THE CHARACTER OF SILVER AND THE MOON. IT SIGNIFIES THAT SILVER (LIKE GOLD) IS A PERFECT METAL, EXCEPT THAT THE RED PART OF ITS NATURE IS TURNED INWARD. SILVER IS THE FEMININE PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSE. FIGURE 36 IS THE CHARACTER OF COPPER AND VENUS; FIGURE 37, OF IRON AND MARS; FIGURE 38, OF TIN AND JUPITER; FIGURE 39, OF LEAD AND SATURN; FIGURE 40, OF MERCURY (BOTH THE PLANET AND THE ELEMENT); FIGURE 41, OF ANTIMONY, THE KEY METAL OF THE EARTH ITSELF; FIGURE 42, OF ARSENIC; FIGURE 43, OF SULPHUR; FIGURE 44, OF CINNABAR; FIGURE 45, OF QUICKLIME; FIGURE 46, OF NITRE; AND FIGURE 47, OF VITRIOL. FIGURE 48 IS THE CHARACTER OF SAL AMMONIAC, WHICH ELEMENT DERIVES ITS NAME FROM THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER AMMON IN AN EGYPTIAN DESERT, WHERE IT WAS FOUND. FIGURE 49 IS THE CHARACTER OF ALUM; FIGURE 50, OF ALKALI, A NAME OF ARABIAN ORIGIN; AND FIGURE 51, OF SAL TARTAR, A SUBSTANCE POSSESSING GREAT OCCULT VIRTUE. TABLE ILL, FIGURE 52. THE EIGHT GLOBES AND THE CENTRAL SQUARE REPRESENT THE SEVEN DAYS OF CREATION. THE THREE WORLDS WHEREIN CREATION OCCURS ARE SYMBOLIZED BY THREE CONCENTRIC RINGS. THE GERMAN WORDS IN THE OUTER RING ARE EXTRACTS FROM THE FIRST CHAPTER OF GENESIS. THE WORDS AROUND THE OUTSIDE OF THE OUTER RING ARE THE FIRST DAY. THE FOUR SMALL GLOBES INSIDE THE OUTER RING DEAL WITH THE ABSTRACT PHASES OF CREATION. THE UPPER GLOBE CONTAINING THE TRIANGLE ENCLOSES THE WORDS HEAVEN AND EARTH. THE GLOBE TO THE RIGHT CONTAINS THE WORD LIGHT, AND THE ONE TO THE LEFT, JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ELOHIM IN THE UPPER PART AND DARKNESS IN THE LOWER PART. THE GLOBE AT THE BOTTOM CONTAINS THE WORD DAY IN THE UPPER HALF AND NIGHT IN THE LOWER. THE FOUR GLOBES WITHIN THE SECOND RING DEPICT THE SECOND, THIRD, FOURTH, AND FIFTH DAYS OF CREATION. THE WHITE GLOBE ABOVE DIVIDED BY A DOTTED LINE IS DESIGNATED THE SECOND DAY; THE GLOBE TO THE LEFT WITH THE MOUNTAINS, THE THIRD DAY; THE GLOBE TO THE RIGHT WITH THE PLANETARY RINGS, THE FOURTH DAY; AND THE GLOBE BELOW BISECTED BY A DOTTED LINE, THE FIFTH DAY. THE SQUARE IN THE CENTRAL RING CONTAINING THE HUMAN FORM IS MARKED THE SIXTH DAY. THIS CHART IS A DIAGRAMMATIC EXPOSITION OF THE THREE LAYERS OF THE MACROCOSMIC AND MICROCOSMIC AURIC EGGS, SHOWING THE FORCES ACTIVE WITHIN THEM. TABLE IV, FIGURE. 53. FIGURE 53 HAS BEEN DESIGNATED THE SYMBOLIC TOMB OF CHRISTIAN ROSENCREUTZ. THE UPPER CIRCLE IS THE FIRST WORLD--THE DIVINE SPHERE OF GOD. THE TRIANGLE IN THE CENTER IS THE THRONE OF GOD [THIS IS WHERE THE SUPREME LORDSHIP DWELLS WITH THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF, WHERE THE LORD GIVES HIS COMMANDS TO HIS LOWER INFERIOR CREATURES]. THE SMALL CIRCLES AT THE POINTS OF THE STAR SYMBOLIZE THE SEVEN GREAT SPIRITS BEFORE THE THRONE, MENTIONED IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION, IN THE MIDST OF WHICH WALKS THE ALPHA AND OMEGA--THE SON OF GOD. THE CENTRAL TRIANGLE CONTAINS THREE FLAMES--THE DIVINE TRINITY. FROM THE LOWEST OF THESE FLAMES PROCEEDS THE FIRST DIVINE OUTFLOW, SHOWN BY TWO PARALLEL LINES DESCENDING THROUGH THE THRONE OF SATURN (THE SPIRIT ORIFELIS, THROUGH WHOM GOD MANIFESTED HIMSELF). PASSING THROUGH THE BOUNDARY OF THE CELESTIAL UNIVERSE AND THE 22 SPHERES OF THE LOWER SYSTEM, THE LINES END AT POINT B, THE THRONE OF LUCIFER, IN WHOM THE DIVINE OUTPOURING IS CONCENTRATED AND REFLECTED. FROM HIM THE DIVINE LIGHT IRRADIATES IN SUCCESSION TO D (CAPRICORN), E (GEMINI), F (LIBRA), G (TAURUS), H (PISCES), I (AQUARIUS), K (CANCER), L (VIRGO), M (ARIES), N (LEO), O (SCORPIO), P (SAGITTARIUS), THENCE BACK TO D. THE ZODIACAL CIRCLES REPRESENT TWELVE ORDERS OF GREAT AND BENEFICENT SPIRITS, AND THE SMALLER CIRCLES WITHIN THE RING OF FIXED STARS MARK THE ORBITS OF THE SACRED PLANETS. TABLE V, FIGURE 54. FIGURE 54 IS SIMILAR TO FIGURE 53, BUT REPRESENTS THE UNIVERSE AT THE TIME GOD MANIFESTED HIMSELF THROUGH THE CHARACTER OF JUPITER, THE SPIRIT SACHASIEL. VON WELLING GIVES NO REASON FOR THE CHANGE IN THE ORDER OF INFLUX INTO THE TWELVE ORDERS OF SPIRITS, FOR THE THIRD WORLD, FOR THE ADDING OF ANOTHER CIRCLE AND THE INTERLACED TRIANGLES IN THE UPPER WORLD, OR FOR THE LETTERS Y AND Z. IN THE UPPER TRIANGLE---
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[PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] A REPRESENTS THE FATHER PRINCIPLE, F THE DIVINE OUTFLOW, G THE POINT OF INFLUX INTO THE TWELVE ORDERS OF SPIRITS (PROBABLY SAGITTARIUS). THE LETTERS H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O, P, Q, S, AND T DENOTE THE SEQUENTIAL POINTS OF IRRADIATIONS TO EACH OTHER; W AND X, THE WORLD OF THE SONS OF GOD; AND B, C, D, AND E, THE WORLD OF LUCIFER. THIS PLATE SHOWS THE UNIVERSE AFTER THE DESCENT OF LUCIFER INTO MATTER. ACCORDING TO VON WELLING, WHEN LUCIFER WANTED TO CONTROL POWER, THE INFLUX OF THE DIVINE LIGHT INSTANTLY CEASED. LUCIFER'S WORLD (WHICH LATER BECAME THE SOLAR SYSTEM), WITH ALL ITS LEGIONS OF SPIRITS (WHO IN THEIR ESSENCE WERE SCHAMAYIM) REFLECTING HIS IDEAS AND INVERTING THE DIVINE LIGHT, WAS TURNED INTO DARKNESS. LUCIFER'S SCHAMAYIM THEREUPON BECAME A CONTRACTED DISC, A TANGIBLE SUBSTANCE; AND CHAOS CAME INTO EXISTENCE. TABLE VI, FIGURES 55-59. FIGURE 55 SYMBOLIZES THE CHAOS OF LUCIFER; FIGURE 56, THE SEPARATION OF LIGHT FROM DARKNESS; FIGURE 57, THE LIGHT IN THE MIDST OF THE DARKNESS; AND FIGURE 58, THE REGIONS OF THE ELEMENTS AND THEIR INHABITANTS. THE FOUR A'S SIGNIFY THE ABYSS SURROUNDING ALL THINGS. THE A B IS THE FIERY THRONE OF LUCIFER. THE PLANE OF G IS THE SUBTERRANEAN AIR; F, THE SUBTERRANEAN WATER; C, THE EARTH REGION; D, THE OUTER WATER; E, THE OUTER AIR, W AND X THE REGION OF SCHAMAYIM. THE ELEMENTAL INHABITANTS OF THE PLANES DIFFER IN GOODNESS ACCORDING TO THEIR PROXIMITY TO THE CENTER OF WICKEDNESS [SEXUALITY] (A B). THE EARTH'S SURFACE (C) DIVIDES THE SUBTERRANEAN ELEMENTALS FROM THOSE OF THE OUTER WATER, AIR, AND FIRE (D, C, AND X). THE ELEMENTALS OF THE UPPER STRATA (THE UPPER HALF OF C, AND ALL OF D, E, AND X) REPRESENT AN ASCENDING SCALE OF VIRTUE, WHILE THOSE OF THE LOWER STRATA (THE LOWER HALF OF C, AND ALL OF F, G, AND A B) REPRESENT A DESCENDING SCALE OF DEPRAVITY. THE REGION OF AIR (E) IS A PARTIAL EXCEPTION TO THIS ORDER. WHILE AIR IS CLOSE TO THE LIGHT AND FILLED WITH BEAUTIFUL SPIRITS, IT IS ALSO THE HABITATION OF BEELZEBUB, THE EVIL SPIRIT OF THE AIR, WITH HIS LEGION OF ELEMENTAL DEMONS. UPON THE SUBTLE ELEMENT OF AIR ARE IMPRESSED THE INFLUENCES OF THE STARS; THE THOUGHTS, WORDS, AND DEEDS OF MAN; AND A MYRIAD OF MYSTERIOUS INFLUENCES FROM THE VARIOUS PLANES OF NATURE. MAN INHALES THESE IMPRESSIONS, AND THEY PRODUCE DIVERSE EFFECTS UPON HIS MIND. IN AIR ARE SUSPENDED ALSO THE SEED GERMS BY WHICH WATER IS IMPREGNATED AND MADE CAPABLE OF BRINGING FORTH FORMS OF ORGANIC AND INORGANIC LIFE. THE GROTESQUE FIGURES SEEN IN CRYSTAL CAVES AND FROST PICTURES UPON WINDOWS ARE CAUSED BY THESE AERIAL IMPRESSIONS. WHILE THE AIR ELEMENTALS ARE GREAT AND WISE, THEY ARE TREACHEROUS AND CONFUSED BECAUSE AMENABLE TO BOTH GOOD AND EVIL IMPRESSIONS. THE MIGHTY ELEMENTAL BEINGS WHO INHABIT THE WATERY LIGHT FIRE OF THE REGION X CANNOT BE DECEIVED BY THE SPIRITS OF DARKNESS. THEY LOVE THE CREATURES OF THE WATERS, FOR THE WATERY ELEMENT (D) PROCEEDED FROM THE FIERY WATER (X). MORTAL MAN CANNOT ENDURE THE SOCIETY OF THESE FIERY SPIRITS, BUT GAINS WISDOM FROM THEM THROUGH THE CREATURES OF THE WATERS IN WHICH THEY CONTINUALLY MIRROR THEMSELVES. FIGURE 59 REPRESENTS THIS SOLAR SYSTEM, WITH W AND X AS THE LOCALITY OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN. TABLE VII, FIGURES 1-5, 7, 8. (TABLE VIII HAS FIGURE 6.) FIGURE 1 IS THE TRIUNE DIVINE SULPHUR, THE ALL-PERFECT OUT OF THE ALL-PERFECT, THE SOUL OF CREATURES. THE THREEFOLD DIVINE ONE IS SYMBOLIZED BY THREE INTERLACED CIRCLES DESIGNATED ALCHEMICALLY SALT, SULPHUR, AND MERCURY. IN THE CENTRAL TRIANGLE IS THE DIVINE NAME EHIEH. GEIST MEANS SPIRIT. THE OTHER WORDS REQUIRE NO TRANSLATION. FIGURE 2 IS COMMON DESTRUCTIVE SULPHUR. A BAR PLACED IN THE TRIANGLE MAKES IT THE CHARACTER OF EARTH. FIGURE 3 IS TRUE OIL OF VITRIOL, COMPOSED OF A CIRCLE WITH TWO DIAMETERS AND TWO REVERSED HALF-CIRCLES HANGING BELOW. IN THIS ARE HIDDEN THE CHARACTERS OF ALL METALS. TIN IS SYMBOLIZED BY FIGURE 4 AND IRON BY FIGURE 5. FIGURE 7 IS THE SOLAR SYSTEM ACCORDING TO COPERNICUS. FIGURE 8 IS THE LAST JUDGMENT. THE SUN IS REMOVED FROM THE CENTER OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM AND REPLACED BY THE EARTH. THIS CHANGES THE RESPECTIVE POSITIONS OF ALL THE OTHER PLANETS EXCEPT MARS, JUPITER, AND SATURN, WHICH RETAIN THEIR RESPECTIVE CIRCLES. THE LETTER A SIGNIFIES THE CIRCLE OF THE SUN; B, THAT OF MERCURY; C, THAT OF VENUS; D, (SIC) THAT OF THE MOON; AND E, THAT OF THE EARTH. INWARD FROM THE SPHERE H ARE THE GREAT CIRCLES OF DAMNATION. TABLE VII., FIGURE 6. IN FIGURE 6 THE LETTER A, MARKS THE CENTER OF ETERNITY. THE MOTION OF THE RAYS TOWARD B, D, AND C WAS THE FIRST DIVINE MANIFESTATION AND IS SYMBOLIZED BY THE EQUILATERAL TRIANGLE, B, D, C. THE ETERNAL WORLD WITHIN THE INNER CIRCLE BECAME MANIFEST IN THE WATER (SALT), THE LIGHT (MERCURY), AND THE FIRE (SULPHUR) OF THE ARCHETYPAL WORLD, REPRESENTED BY THE THREE CIRCLES (F, E, G) WITHIN THE TRIANGLE OF COMPLETE EQUALITY (H, I, K), WHICH IS IN TURN SURROUNDED BY THE CIRCLE OF THE HIGH THRONE. THE CIRCLE F IS NAMED UNDERSTANDING; E, WISDOM; G, REASON. IN CIRCLE I IS THE WORD FATHER [STEPHEN]; IN CIRCLE H, SON [JESUS]; IN CIRCLE K, SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN]. THE SEVEN OUTER CIRCLES ARE THE SEVEN SPIRITS BEFORE THE THRONE. THE LOWER PART OF THE FIGURE IS SIMILAR TO FIGURES 53 AND 54. THE OUTER CIRCLES ARE THE ANGELIC WORLD ENDING IN THE COGNIZABLE WORLD OF THE SONS OF GOD. THEN COMES THE CIRCLE OF THE VISIBLE CONSTELLATIONS AND FIXED STARS; WITHIN THIS IS THE SOLAR SYSTEM WITH THE SUN AS THE CENTER (L). UNGRUND MEANS THE ABYSS. TABLE IX, FIGURE 9. FIGURE 9 IS A SYNTHESIS OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS AND REPRESENTS THE INTERBLENDING PLANES OF BEING. IN THE RIGHT MARGIN THE SEVEN OUTER CIRCLES CONTAIN THE NAMES OF THE PLANETARY ANGELS. THE WORDS IN THE GRADUATED CIRCLES FROM THE TOP TRIANGLE DOWNWARD READ: (1) ABYSS OF COMPASSION; (2) ZION; (3) THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH; (4) THE NEW JERUSALEM; (5) PARADISE; (6) THE BOSOM OF ABRAHAM; (7) THE OUTER COURTS OF THE LORD. FROM BELOW THE CIRCLES OF DARKNESS REACH UPWARD, EACH DIVINE PRINCIPLE BEING OPPOSED BY AN INFERNAL OPPOSITE. THE SMALL CIRCLE ON THE LEFT CONTAINING A TRIANGLE AND CROSS IS NAMED THE TREE OF LIFE, AND THAT ON THE RIGHT THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. IN THE CENTER OF THE DIAGRAM IS THE TRINITY, JOINED WITH THE SUPERIOR AND INFERIOR PLANES BY LINES OF ACTIVITY. TABLE X, FIGURES 10-15. FIGURE 10 SHOWS THE NEW JERUSALEM IN FORM OF A CUBE, WITH THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL WRITTEN ON THE TWELVE LINES OF THE CUBE. IN THE CENTER IS THE [SEXLESS] EYE OF GOD. THE WORDS ROUND THE OUTER CIRCLE ARE FROM THE BOOK OF REVELATION. FIGURES 11, 12, 13, 14, AND 15 POSSIBLY ARE CIPHER SYMBOLS OF THE ANGELS OF THE PLAGUES, THE NAME OF THE ANTICHRIST, THE SIGNATURE OF THE BEAST OF BABYLON, AND THE NAME OF THE WOMAN RIDING ON THE BEAST OF BLASPHEMY. 
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TABLE XI, FIGURES 1.-11. FIGURE 1 IS THE SOLAR SYSTEM ACCORDING TO GENESIS. THE O ON TOP OF THE RADIUS OF THE CIRCLE IS THE DOT OF ETERNITY--THE BEGINNING OF BEGINNINGS. THE WHOLE DIAMETER IS THE [SEXLESS] OUTFLOW OF GOD, MANIFESTING FIRST IN THE HEAVEN OF HEAVENS--THE SCHAMAYIM, IN WHICH REGION HUMAN UNDERSTANDING CANNOT FUNCTION. THE SPACE FROM K TO I CONTAINS THE HEAVENS OF SATURN, JUPITER, AND MARS; L TO M, THE HEAVENS OF VENUS AND MERCURY; M TO H, THE HEAVENS OF THE SUN. THE LETTER E IS THE MOON, THE CIRCLE OF THE EARTH. FIGURE 2 IS THE GLOBE OF THE EARTH, SHOWING THE HOUSES AND SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. FIGURE 3 IS THE CHARACTER OF THE UNIVERSAL MERCURY (DIVINE LIFE) IN ITS TRIUNE ASPECT OF MERCURY, SULPHUR, AND SALT. FIGURE 4 IS TRUE SALTPETER PURIFIED WITH QUICKLIME AND ALKALI. FIGURE 5 SHOWS THE EXACT DEGREE OR ANGLE OF THE PLANETS' PLACES AS WELL AS THE INDIVIDUAL FIXED STARS IN THE ZODIAC. THE LETTER A IS THE SUN AND B IS THE EARTH. FROM K TO I ARE THE CIRCLES OF MERCURY AND VENUS; G TO H, THE CIRCLES OF EARTH AND MOON; F TO E AND E TO C, OF JUPITER AND SATURN; C TO D, THE STARRY BELT OR ZODIAC. FIGURE 6 IS THE MICROCOSM, WITH THE PLANETS AND SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC CORRESPONDING TO THE DIFFERENT PARTS OF ITS FORM. THE WORDS UPON THE FIGURE READ: KNOW THYSELF. IN WORDS, HERBS, AND STONES LIES A GREAT POWER. FIGURE 7 IS THE UNIVERSAL CHARACTER FROM WHICH ALL CHARACTERS HAVE BEEN TAKEN. FIGURES 8, 9, AND 10 ARE LEFT TO THE SOLUTION OF THE READER. FIGURE 11 IS THE RADIATING UNIVERSAL MERCURY. TABLE XII, FIGURES 12-19. FIGURE 12 IS CALLED A MIRROR OF ASTROLOGICAL ASPECTS. BELOW IT IS AN ASTROLOGER'S WHEEL. FIGURE 13 IS SIMILAR TO FIGURE 12. FIGURE 14 IS A SECRET ALCHEMICAL FORMULA. THE WORDS AROUND THE CIRCLE READ: OUT OF ONE IN ALL IS ALL. FIGURE 15 IS AN UNSATISFACTORY ATTEMPT TO SHOW THE COMPARATIVE SIZES OF THE SUNS AND PLANETS AND THEIR DISTANCES FROM EACH OTHER. FIGURE 16 IS THE SOLAR SYSTEM WITH ITS INTERNAL AND SPIRITUAL HEAVENS. A B IS THE SOLAR SYSTEM; C IS THE SPHERE OF FIXED STARS; D, E, F, G ARE THE SYSTEMS OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS; H IS THE THRONE OF THE LIVING GOD; J, K, L, M, AND N ARE THE GREAT BEYOND, UNMEASURABLE. FIGURE 17 SHOWS THE CREATION OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM OUT OF THE RING OF THE DIVINE ETERNITY. THE FOUR A'S ARE THE ABYSS, B IS THE FIRST REVELATION OF GOD OUT OF THE ABYSS, AND FROM THIS REVELATION C, D, E, F, AND G WERE CREATED. C AND D REPRESENT THE SPIRITUAL HIERARCHIES; D AND E, THE UPPER WORLDS, OR CONSTELLATIONS; E AND F, THE DISTANCE FROM JUPITER TO THE UPPER WORLDS; F AND G, THE SOLAR SYSTEM WITH ITS PLANETS AND THEIR HEAVENS; B AND C THE THRONE OF CHRIST. FIGURE 18 DESCRIBES THE DIVISION ACCORDING TO GENESIS OF THE WATERS ABOVE THE HEAVENS (D) FROM THE WATERS BELOW (A, B, AND C). FIGURE 19 IS THE MERCURY OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, ESSENTIAL TO MATERIAL EXISTENCE. TABLE XIII, FIGURES 1-4. FIGURE 1 IS AIN SOPH, THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE ABYSS OF DIVINE MAJESTY, AN ENDLESS WELLING UP, LIMITLESS IN TIME AND SPACE. FIGURE 2 SYMBOLIZES THE THREE DIVINE PRINCIPLES—FATHER [STEPHEN], SON [JESUS], AND HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN]. AROUND THE TRIANGLE IS WRITTEN: I SHALL BE THAT I SHALL BE. AT THE APEX OF THE TRIANGLE IS THE WORD CROWN [TOP LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]; IN THE LEFT POINT, WISDOM; IN THE RIGHT POINT, UNDERSTANDING. FIGURE 3 REPRESENTS THE TRINITY WITH ITS OUTFLOW. THE WORDS ABOVE THE UPPER SPHERE ARE REVELATION OF THE DIVINE MAJESTY IN JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] ELOHIM. THE LOWER CIRCLES CONTAIN THE NAMES OF THE HIERARCHIES CONTROLLING THE LOWER WORLDS. THE WORDS WITHIN THE CIRCLE OF STARS READ: LUCIFER THE SON OF THE AURORA OF THE MORNING. THE LETTER C REPRESENTS THE UNIVERSAL MERCURY. THE WORDS WITHIN THE CIRCLE READ: THE FIRST BEGINNING OF ALL CREATURES. FIGURE 4 REPRESENTS THE ABODE OF LUCIFER AND HIS ANGELS, THE CHAOS SPOKEN OF IN GENESIS. TABLE XIV, FIGURES 5, 7, 8. FIGURE 5 SHOWS THE TRIANGLE OF TRIUNE DIVINITY IN THE MIDST OF A CROSS. AT THE LEFT IS A SMALL TRIANGLE CONTAINING THE WORDS THE SECRETS OF ELOHIM, AND AT THE RIGHT IS ANOTHER INSCRIBED THE SECRETS OF NATURE. ON THE HORIZONTAL ARMS OF THE CROSS ARE THE WORDS THE TREE OF LIFE AND THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. THE PLATE EXPLAINS THE INTERBLENDING OF THE SPIRITUAL AND INFERNAL POWERS IN THE CREATION OF THE UNIVERSE. FIGURE 7 IS CALLED THE ROAD TO PARADISE. IT PROBABLY INDICATES THE POSITIONS OF THE SUN, MOON, AND PLANETS AT THE MOMENT OF THEIR GENESIS. FIGURE 8 IS THE EARTH BEFORE THE FLOOD, WHEN IT WAS WATERED BY A MIST OR VAPOR. THE WORDS AT THE LEFT ARE THE TREE OF LIFE; THOSE AT THE RIGHT, THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. THE DIAGRAM WITH THE SYMBOL OF MARS IS DEVOTED TO A CONSIDERATION OF THE RAINBOW. TABLE XV, FIGURES 6, 9, 10. FIGURE 6 IS SIMILAR TO FIGURE 5 AND IS CALLED THE SECRET OF NATURE. AN INTERESTING DIAGRAM IS SHOWN ON EITHER SIDE OF THE CENTRAL FIGURE, EACH CONSISTING OF A TRIANGLE WITH CIRCLES RADIATING FROM ITS POINTS. THE DIAGRAM ON THE LEFT IS CALLED THE SECRETS OF THE UPPER WORLD, AND THE ONE ON RIGHT THE SECRETS OF THE UNDERWORLD. FIGURE 9 IS THE SOLAR SYSTEM. AROUND THE CENTRAL PART ARE THE WORDS THE PLACE OF THE DAMNED. FIGURE 10 SHOWS THE DOT, OR POINT OF REST, SURROUNDED BY A TRIANGLE ENCLOSING A CIRCLE CONTAINING THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. IT REPRESENTS COMPLETION OF THE PROCESS OF REGENERATION AND THE CONSUMMATION OF THE GREAT WORK.
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ALCHEMY AND ITS EXPONENTS
IS THE TRANSMUTATION OF BASE METALS INTO GOLD POSSIBLE? IS THE IDEA ONE AT WHICH THE LEARNED OF THE MODERN WORLD CAN AFFORD TO SCOFF? ALCHEMY WAS MORE THAN A SPECULATIVE ART: IT WAS ALSO AN OPERATIVE ART. SINCE THE TIME OF THE IMMORTAL HERMES, ALCHEMISTS HAVE ASSERTED (AND NOT WITHOUT SUBSTANTIATING EVIDENCE) THAT THEY COULD MANUFACTURE GOLD FROM TIN, SILVER, LEAD, AND MERCURY. THAT THE GALAXY OF BRILLIANT PHILOSOPHIC AND SCIENTIFIC MINDS WHO, OVER A PERIOD OF TWO THOUSAND YEARS, AFFIRMED THE ACTUALITY OF METALLIC TRANSMUTATION AND MULTIPLICATION, COULD BE COMPLETELY SANE AND RATIONAL ON ALL OTHER PROBLEMS OF PHILOSOPHY AND SCIENCE, YET HOPELESSLY MISTAKEN ON THIS ONE POINT, IS UNTENABLE. NOR IS IT REASONABLE THAT THE HUNDREDS DECLARING TO HAVE SEEN AND PERFORMED TRANSMUTATIONS OF METALS COULD ALL HAVE BEEN DUPES, IMBECILES, OR LIARS. THOSE ASSUMING THAT ALL ALCHEMISTS WERE OF UNSOUND MENTALITY WOULD BE FORCED TO PUT IN THIS CATEGORY NEARLY ALL THE PHILOSOPHERS AND SCIENTISTS OF THE ANCIENT AND MEDIAEVAL WORLDS. EMPERORS, PRINCES, PRIESTS, AND COMMON TOWNSFOLK HAVE WITNESSED THE APPARENT MIRACLE OF METALLIC METAMORPHOSIS. IN THE FACE OF EXISTING TESTIMONY, ANYONE IS PRIVILEGED TO REMAIN UNCONVINCED, BUT THE SCOFFER ELECTS TO IGNORE EVIDENCE WORTHY OF RESPECTFUL CONSIDERATION. MANY GREAT ALCHEMISTS AND HERMETIC PHILOSOPHERS OCCUPY AN HONORED NICHE IN THE HALL OF FAME, WHILE THEIR MULTITUDINOUS CRITICS REMAIN OBSCURE. TO LIST ALL THESE SINCERE SEEKERS AFTER NATURE'S GREAT ARCANUM IS IMPOSSIBLE, BUT A FEW WILL SUFFICE TO ACQUAINT THE READER WITH THE SUPERIOR TYPES OF INTELLECT WHO INTERESTED THEMSELVES IN THIS ABSTRUSE SUBJECT. AMONG THE MORE PROMINENT NAMES ARE THOSE OF THOMAS NORTON, ISAAC OF HOLLAND, BASIL VALENTINE (THE SUPPOSED DISCOVERER OF ANTIMONY), JEAN DE MEUNG, ROGER BACON, ALBERTUS MAGNUS, QUERCETANUS GERBER (THE ARABIAN WHO BROUGHT THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALCHEMY TO EUROPE THROUGH HIS WRITINGS), PARACELSUS, NICHOLAS FLARNMEL, JOHN FREDERICK HELVETIUS, RAYMOND LULLY, ALEXANDER SETHON, MICHAEL SENDIVOGIUS, COUNT BERNARD OF TREVISO, SIR GEORGE RIPLEY, PICUS DE MIRANDOLA, JOHN DEE, HENRY KHUNRATH, MICHAEL MAIER, THOMAS VAUGHAN, J. B. VON HELMONT, JOHN HEYDON, LASCARIS, THOMAS CHARNOCK, SYNESIUS (BISHOP OF PTOLEMAIS), MORIEU, THE COMTE DI CAGLIOSTRO, AND THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN. THERE ARE LEGENDS TO THE EFFECT THAT KING SOLOMON AND PYTHAGORAS WERE ALCHEMISTS AND THAT THE FORMER MANUFACTURED BY ALCHEMICAL MEANS THE GOLD USED IN HIS TEMPLE. ALBERT PIKE TAKES SIDES WITH THE ALCHEMICAL PHILOSOPHERS BY DECLARING THAT THE GOLD OF THE HERMETISTS WAS A REALITY. HE SAYS: "THE HERMETIC SCIENCE, LIKE ALL THE REAL SCIENCES, IS MATHEMATICALLY DEMONSTRABLE. ITS RESULTS, EVEN MATERIAL, ARE AS RIGOROUS AS THAT OF A CORRECT EQUATION. THE HERMETIC GOLD IS NOT ONLY A TRUE DOGMA, A LIGHT WITHOUT SHADOW, A TRUTH WITHOUT ALLOY OF FALSEHOOD; IT IS ALSO A MATERIAL GOLD, REAL, PURE, THE MOST PRECIOUS THAT CAN BE FOUND IN THE MINES OF THE EARTH." SO MUCH FOR THE MASONIC ANGLE. WILLIAM AND MARY JOINTLY ASCENDED THE THRONE OF ENGLAND IN 1689, AT WHICH TIME ALCHEMISTS MUST HAVE ABOUNDED IN THE KINGDOM, FOR DURING THE FIRST YEAR OF THEIR REIGN THEY REPEALED AN ACT MADE BY KING HENRY IV IN WHICH THAT SOVEREIGN DECLARED THE MULTIPLYING OF METALS TO BE A CRIME AGAINST THE CROWN. IN DR. SIGISMUND BACSTROM'S COLLECTION OF ALCHEMICAL MANUSCRIPTS IS A HANDWRITTEN COPY OF THE ACT PASSED BY WILLIAM AND MARY, COPIED FROM CHAPTER 30 OF STATUTES AT LARGE FOR THE FIRST YEAR OF THEIR REIGN. THE ACT READS AS FOLLOWS: "AN ACT TO REPEAL THE STATUTE MADE IN THE 5TH YEAR OF KING HENRY IV, LATE KING OF ENGLAND, [WHEREIN] IT WAS ENACTED, AMONG OTHER THINGS, IN THESE WORDS, OR TO THIS EFFECT, NAMELY: 'THAT NONE FROM HENCEFORTH SHOULD USE TO MULTIPLY GOLD OR SILVER OR USE THE CRAFT OF MULTIPLICATION, AND IF ANY THE SAME DO THEY SHALL INCUR THE PAIN OF FELONY.' AND WHEREAS, SINCE THE MAKING OF THE SAID STATUTE, DIVERS PERSONS HAVE BY THEIR STUDY, INDUSTRY AND LEARNING, ARRIVED TO GREAT SKILL & PERFECTION IN THE ART OF MELTING AND REFINING OF METALS, AND OTHERWISE IMPROVING AND MULTIPLYING THEM AND THEIR ORES, WHICH VERY MUCH ABOUND IN THIS REALM, AND EXTRACTING GOLD AND SILVER OUR OF THE SAME, BUT DARE NOT TO EXERCISE THEIR SAID SKILL WITHIN THIS REALM, FOR FEAR OF FALLING UNDER THE PENALTY OF THE SAID STATUTE, BUT EXERCISE THE SAID ART IN FOREIGN PARTS, TO THE GREAT LOSS AND DETRIMENT OF THIS REALM: BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED BY THE KING'S AND QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTIES, BY AND WITH THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE LORDS SPIRITUAL AND TEMPORAL AND COMMONS IN THIS PRESENT PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED, THAT FROM HENCEFORTH THE AFORESAID BRANCH, ARTICLE, OR SENTENCE, CONTAINED IN THE SAID ACT, AND EVERY WORD, MATTER AND THING CONTAINED IN THE SAID BRANCH OR SENTENCE, SHALL BE REPEALED, ANNULLED, REVOKED, AND FOR EVER MADE VOID, ANY THING IN THE SAID ACT TO THE CONTRARY IN ANY WISE WHATSOEVER NOTWITHSTANDING. PROVIDED ALWAYS, AND BE IT ENACTED BY THE AUTHORITY AFORESAID, THAT ALL THE GOLD AND SILVER THAT SHALL BE EXTRACTED BY THE AFORESAID ART OF MELTING OR REFINING OF METALS, AND OTHERWISE IMPROVING AND MULTIPLYING OF THEM AND THEIR ORES, AS BEFORE SET FORTH, BE FROM HENCEFORTH EMPLOYED FOR NO OTHER USE OR USES WHATSOEVER BUT FOR THE INCREASE OF MONIES; AND THAT THE PLACE HEREBY APPOINTED FOR THE DISPOSAL THEREOF SHALL BE THEIR MAJESTIES MINT, WITHIN THE TOWER OF LONDON, AT WHICH PLACE THEY ARE TO RECEIVE THE FULL AND TRUE VALUE OF THEIR GOLD AND SILVER, SO PROCURED, FROM TIME TO TIME, ACCORDING TO THE ASSAY AND FINENESS THEREOF, AND SO FOR ANY GREATER OR LESS WEIGHT, AND THAT NONE OF THAT METAL OF GOLD AND SILVER SO REFINED AND PROCURED BE PERMITTED TO BE USED OR DISPOSED OF IN ANY OTHER PLACE OR PLACES WITHIN THEIR MAJESTIES DOMINIONS." AFTER THIS REPEALING MEASURE HAD BECOME EFFECTIVE, WILLIAM AND MARY ENCOURAGED THE FURTHER STUDY OF ALCHEMY. DR. FRANZ HARTMANN HAS COLLECTED RELIABLE EVIDENCE CONCERNING FOUR DIFFERENT: ALCHEMISTS WHO TRANSMUTED BASE METALS INTO GOLD NOT ONCE BUT MANY TIMES. ONE OF THESE ACCOUNTS CONCERNS A MONK OF THE ORDER OF ST. AUGUSTINE NAMED WENZEL SEILER, WHO DISCOVERED A SMALL AMOUNT OF MYSTERIOUS RED POWDER IN HIS CONVENT. IN THE PRESENCE OF EMPEROR LEOPOLD I, KING OF GERMANY, HUNGARY, AND BOHEMIA, HE TRANSMUTED QUANTITIES OF TIN INTO GOLD. AMONG OTHER THINGS WHICH HE DIPPED INTO HIS MYSTERIOUS ESSENCE WAS A LARGE SILVER MEDAL. THAT PART OF THE MEDAL WHICH CAME IN CONTACT WITH THE GOLD-PRODUCING SUBSTANCE WAS TRANSMUTED INTO THE PUREST QUALITY OF THE MORE PRECIOUS METAL. THE REST REMAINED SILVER. WITH REGARD TO THIS MEDAL, DR. HARTMANN WRITES: "THE MOST INDISPUTABLE PROOF (IF APPEARANCES CAN PROVE ANYTHING) OF THE POSSIBILITY OF TRANSMUTING BASE METALS INTO GOLD, MAY BE SEEN BY EVERYONE WHO VISITS VIENNA; IT BEING A MEDAL PRESERVED IN THE IMPERIAL TREASURY CHAMBER, AND IT IS STATED THAT THIS MEDAL, CONSISTING ORIGINALLY OF SILVER, HAS BEEN PARTLY TRANSFORMED INTO GOLD, BY ALCHEMICAL MEANS, BY THE SAME WENZEL SEILER WHO WAS AFTERWARDS MADE A KNIGHT BY THE EMPEROR LEOPOLD I. AND GIVEN THE TITLE WENZESLAUS RITTER VON REINBURG. "(IN THE PRONAOS OF THE TEMPLE OF WISDOM.) SPACE LIMITATIONS PRECLUDE A LENGTHY DISCUSSION OF THE ALCHEMISTS. A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE LIVES OF FOUR SHOULD SERVE TO SHOW THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES ON WHICH THEY WORKED, THE METHOD BY WHICH THEY OBTAINED THEIR KNOWLEDGE, AND THE USE WHICH THEY MADE OF IT. THESE FOUR WERE GRAND MASTERS OF THIS SECRET SCIENCE; AND THE STORIES OF---
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PARACELSUS.
IN HIS BIOGRAPHIA ANTIQUA, FRANCIS BARRETT APPENDS TO THE NAME OF PARACELSUS THE FOLLOWING TITLES OF DISTINCTION: "THE PRINCE OF PHYSICIANS AND PHILOSOPHERS BY FIRE; GRAND PARADOXICAL PHYSICIAN; THE TRISMEGISTUS OF SWITZERLAND; FIRST REFORMER OF CHEMICAL PHILOSOPHY; ADEPT IN ALCHEMY, CABALA, AND MAGIC; NATURE'S FAITHFUL SECRETARY; MASTER OF THE ELIXIR OF LIFE AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE," AND THE "GREAT MONARCH OF CHEMICAL SECRETS" THEIR WANDERINGS AND STRIVINGS, AS RECORDED BY THEIR OWN PENS AND BY CONTEMPORANEOUS DISCIPLES OF THE HERMETIC ART, ARE AS FASCINATING AS ANY ROMANCE OF FICTION. 
PARACELSUS OF HOHENHEIM
THE MOST FAMOUS OF ALCHEMICAL AND HERMETIC PHILOSOPHERS WAS PHILIPPUS AUREOLUS THEOPHRASTUS BOMBASTUS VON HOHENHEIM. THIS MAN, WHO CALLED HIMSELF PARACELSUS, DECLARED THAT SOME DAY ALL THE DOCTORS OF EUROPE WOULD TURN FROM THE OTHER SCHOOLS AND, FOLLOWING HIM, REVERE HIM ABOVE EVERY OTHER PHYSICIAN. THE ACCEPTED DATE OF THE BIRTH OF PARACELSUS IS DECEMBER 17, 1493. HE WAS AN ONLY CHILD. BOTH HIS FATHER AND MOTHER WERE INTERESTED IN MEDICINE AND CHEMISTRY. HIS FATHER WAS A PHYSICIAN AND HIS MOTHER THE SUPERINTENDENT OF A HOSPITAL. WHILE STILL A YOUTH, PARACELSUS BECAME GREATLY INTERESTED IN THE WRITINGS OF ISAAC OF OLLAND, AND DETERMINED TO REFORM THE MEDICAL SCIENCE OF HIS DAY. WHEN TWENTY YEARS OLD HE BEGAN A SERIES OF TRAVELS WHICH CONTINUED FOR ABOUT TWELVE YEARS. HE VISITED MANY EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, INCLUDING RUSSIA. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT HE PENETRATED INTO ASIA. IT WAS IN CONSTANTINOPLE THAT THE GREAT SECRET OF THE HERMETIC ARTS WAS BESTOWED UPON HIM BY ARABIAN ADEPTS. HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE NATURE SPIRITS AND THE INHABITANTS OF THE INVISIBLE WORLDS HE PROBABLY SECURED FROM THE BRAHMINS OF INDIA WITH WHOM HE CAME IN CONTACT EITHER DIRECTLY OR THROUGH THEIR DISCIPLES. HE BECAME AN ARMY PHYSICIAN, AND HIS UNDERSTANDING AND SKILL BROUGHT HIM GREAT SUCCESS. UPON HIS RETURN TO GERMANY, HE BEGAN HIS LONG-DREAMED-OF REFORMATION OF THE MEDICAL ARTS AND SCIENCES. HE WAS OPPOSED ON EVERY HAND AND CRITICIZED UNMERCIFULLY. HIS VIOLENT TEMPER AND TREMENDOUSLY STRONG PERSONALITY UNDOUBTEDLY PRECIPITATED MANY STORMS UPON HIS HEAD WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN AVOIDED HAD HE BEEN OF A LESS CAUSTIC DISPOSITION. HE FLAYED THE APOTHECARIES, ASSERTING THAT THEY DID NOT USE THE PROPER INGREDIENTS IN THEIR PRESCRIPTIONS AND DID NOT CONSIDER THE NEEDS OF THEIR PATIENTS, DESIRING ONLY TO COLLECT EXORBITANT FEES FOR THEIR CONCOCTIONS. THE REMARKABLE CURES WHICH PARACELSUS EFFECTED ONLY MADE HIS ENEMIES HATE HIM MORE BITTERLY, FOR THEY COULD NOT DUPLICATE THE APPARENT MIRACLES WHICH HE WROUGHT. HE NOT ONLY TREATED THE MORE COMMON DISEASES OF HIS DAY BUT IS SAID TO HAVE ACTUALLY CURED LEPROSY, CHOLERA, AND CANCER. HIS FRIENDS CLAIMED FOR HIM THAT HE ALL BUT RAISED THE DEAD. HIS SYSTEMS OF HEALING WERE SO HETERODOX, HOWEVER, THAT SLOWLY BUT SURELY HIS ENEMIES OVERWHELMED HIM AND AGAIN AND AGAIN FORCED HIM TO LEAVE THE FIELDS OF HIS LABORS AND SEEK REFUGE WHERE HE WAS NOT KNOWN. THERE IS MUCH CONTROVERSY CONCERNING THE PERSONALITY OF PARACELSUS. THAT HE HAD AN IRASCIBLE DISPOSITION THERE IS NO DOUBT. HIS BARRED FOR PHYSICIANS AND FOR WOMEN AMOUNTED TO A MANIA; FOR THEM HE HAD NOTHING BUT ABUSE. AS FAR AS CAN BE LEARNED, THERE WAS NEVER A LOVE AFFAIR IN HIS LIFE. HIS PECULIAR APPEARANCE AND IMMODERATE SYSTEM OF LIVING WERE ALWAYS HELD AGAINST HIM BY HIS ADVERSARIES. IT IS BELIEVED THAT HIS PHYSICAL ABNORMALITIES MAY HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR MUCH OF THE BITTERNESS AGAINST SOCIETY WHICH HE CARRIED WITH HIM THROUGHOUT ALL HIS INTOLERANT AND TEMPESTUOUS LIFE. HIS REPUTED INTEMPERANCE BROUGHT UPON HIM STILL MORE PERSECUTION, FOR IT WAS ASSERTED THAT EVEN DURING THE TIME OF HIS PROFESSORSHIP IN THE UNIVERSITY OF BASEL HE WAS SELDOM SOBER. SUCH AN ACCUSATION IS DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND IN VIEW OF THE MARVELOUS MENTAL CLARITY FOR WHICH HE WAS NOTED AT ALL TIMES. THE VAST AMOUNT OF WRITING WHICH HE ACCOMPLISHED (THE STRASSBURG EDITION OF HIS COLLECTED WORKS IS IN THREE LARGE VOLUMES, EACH CONTAINING SEVERAL HUNDRED PAGES) IS A MONUMENTAL CONTRADICTION OF THE TALES REGARDING HIS EXCESSIVE USE OF ALCOHOLICS. NO DOUBT MANY OF THE VICES OF WHICH HE IS ACCUSED WERE SHEER INVENTIONS BY HIS ENEMIES, WHO, NOT SATISFIED WITH HIRING ASSASSINS TO MURDER HIM, SOUGHT TO BESMIRCH HIS MEMORY AFTER THEY HAD REVENGEFULLY ENDED HIS LIFE. THE MANNER IN WHICH PARACELSUS MET HIS DEATH IS UNCERTAIN, BUT: THE MOST CREDIBLE ACCOUNT IS THAT HE DIED AS THE INDIRECT RESULT OF A SCUFFLE WITH A NUMBER OF ASSASSINS WHO HAD BEEN HIRED BY SOME OF HIS PROFESSIONAL ENEMIES TO MAKE AWAY WITH THE ONE WHO HAD EXPOSED THEIR CHICANERY. FEW MANUSCRIPTS ARE EXTANT IN THE HANDWRITING OF PARACELSUS, FOR HE DICTATED THE MAJORITY OF HIS WORKS TO HIS DISCIPLES, WHO WROTE THEM DOWN. PROFESSOR JOHN MAXSON STILLMAN, OF STANFORD UNIVERSITY, PAYS THE FOLLOWING TRIBUTE TO HIS MEMORY: "WHATEVER BE THE FINAL JUDGMENT AS TO THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF PARACELSUS IN THE UPBUILDING OF MEDICAL SCIENCE AND PRACTICE, IT MUST BE RECOGNIZED THAT HE ENTERED UPON HIS CAREER AT BASEL WITH THE ZEAL AND THE SELF-ASSURANCE OF ONE WHO BELIEVED HIMSELF INSPIRED WITH A GREAT TRUTH, AND DESTINED TO EFFECT A GREAT ADVANCE IN THE SCIENCE AND PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. BY NATURE, HE WAS A KEEN AND OPEN-MINDED OBSERVER OF WHATEVER CAME UNDER HIS OBSERVATION, THOUGH PROBABLY ALSO NOT A VERY CRITICAL ANALYST OF THE OBSERVED PHENOMENA. HE WAS EVIDENTLY AN UNUSUALLY SELF-RELIANT AND INDEPENDENT THINKER, THOUGH THE DEGREE OF ORIGINALITY IN HIS THOUGHT MAY BE A MATTER OF LEGITIMATE DIFFERENCES OF OPINION. CERTAINLY, ONCE HAVING, FROM WHATEVER COMBINATION OF INFLUENCES, MADE UP HIS MIND TO REJECT THE SACREDNESS OF THE AUTHORITY OF ARISTOTLE, GALEN AND AVICENNA, AND HAVING FOUND WHAT TO HIS MIND WAS A SATISFACTORY SUBSTITUTE FOR THE ANCIENT DOGMAS IN HIS OWN MODIFICATION OF THE NEO-PLATONIC PHILOSOPHY, HE DID NOT HESITATE TO BURN HIS SHIPS BEHIND HIM. "HAVING CUT LOOSE FROM THE DOMINANT GALENISM OF HIS TIME, HE DETERMINED TO PREACH AND TEACH THAT THE BASIS OF THE MEDICAL SCIENCE OF THE FUTURE SHOULD BE THE STUDY OF NATURE, OBSERVATION OF THE PATIENT, EXPERIMENT AND EXPERIENCE, AND NOT THE INFALLIBLE DOGMAS OF AUTHORS LONG DEAD. DOUBTLESS IN THE PRIDE AND SELF-CONFIDENCE OF HIS YOUTHFUL ENTHUSIASM HE DID NOT RIGHTLY ESTIMATE THE TREMENDOUS FORCE OF CONSERVATISM AGAINST WHICH HE DIRECTED HIS ASSAULTS. IF SO, HIS EXPERIENCE IN BASEL SURELY UNDECEIVED HIM. FROM THAT TIME ON HE WAS TO BE A WANDERER AGAIN, SOMETIMES IN GREAT POVERTY, SOMETIMES IN MODERATE COMFORT, BUT MANIFESTLY DISILLUSIONED AS TO THE IMMEDIATE SUCCESS OF HIS CAMPAIGN THOUGH NEVER IN DOUBT AS TO ITS ULTIMATE SUCCESS--FOR TO HIS MIND HIS NEW THEORIES AND PRACTICE OF MEDICINE WERE AT ONE WITH THE FORCES OF NATURE, WHICH WERE THE EXPRESSION OF GOD'S [SEXLESS] WILL, AND EVENTUALLY THEY MUST PREVAIL." THIS STRANGE MAN, HIS NATURE A MASS OF CONTRADICTIONS, HIS STUPENDOUS GENIUS SHINING LIKE A STAR THROUGH THE PHILOSOPHIC AND SCIENTIFIC DARKNESS OF MEDIAEVAL EUROPE, STRUGGLING AGAINST THE JEALOUSY OF HIS COLLEAGUES AS WELL AS AGAINST THE IRASCIBILITY OF HIS OWN NATURE, FOUGHT FOR THE GOOD OF THE MANY AGAINST THE DOMINATION OF THE FEW. HE WAS THE FIRST MAN TO WRITE SCIENTIFIC BOOKS IN THE LANGUAGE OF THE COMMON PEOPLE SO THAT ALL COULD READ THEM. EVEN IN DEATH PARACELSUS FOUND NO REST. AGAIN, AND AGAIN HIS BONES WERE DUG UP AND REINTERRED IN ANOTHER PLACE. THE SLAB OF MARBLE OVER HIS GRAVE BEARS THE FOLLOWING INSCRIPTION: "HERE LIES BURIED PHILIP THEOPHRASTUS THE FAMOUS DOCTOR OF MEDICINE WHO CURED WOUNDS, LEPROSY, GOUT, DROPSY AND OTHER INCURABLE MALADIES OF THE BODY, WITH WONDERFUL KNOWLEDGE AND GAVE HIS GOODS TO BE DIVIDED AND DISTRIBUTED TO THE POOR. IN THE YEAR 1541 ON THE 24TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER HE EXCHANGED LIFE FOR DEATH. TO THE LIVING PEACE, TO THE SEPULCHERED ETERNAL REST." A. M. STODDART, IN HER LIFE OF PARACELSUS, GIVES A REMARKABLE TESTIMONIAL OF THE LOVE WHICH THE MASSES HAD FOR THE GREAT PHYSICIAN. REFERRING TO HIS TOMB, SHE WRITES: "TO THIS DAY THE POOR PRAY THERE. HOHENHEIM'S MEMORY HAS 'BLOSSOMED IN THE DUST' TO SAINTHOOD, FOR THE POOR HAVE CANONIZED HIM. WHEN CHOLERA THREATENED SALZBURG IN 1830, THE PEOPLE MADE A PILGRIMAGE TO HIS MONUMENT AND PRAYED HIM TO AVERT IT FROM THEIR HOMES. THE DREADED SCOURGE PASSED AWAY FROM THEM AND RAGED IN GERMANY AND THE REST OF AUSTRIA."
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ALBERTUS MAGNUS.
ALBERT DE GROOT WAS BORN ABOUT 1206 AND DIED AT THE AGE OF 74. IT HAS BEEN SAID OF HIM THAT HE WAS "MAGNUS IN MAGIA, MAJOR IN PHILOSOPHIA, MAXIMUS IN THEOLOGIA." HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE DOMINICAN ORDER AND THE MENTOR OF ST. THOMAS AQUINAS IN ALCHEMY AND PHILOSOPHY. AMONG OTHER POSITIONS OF DIGNITY OCCUPIED BY ALBERTUS MAGNUS WAS THAT OF BISHOP OF REGENSBURG. HE WAS BEATIFIED IN 1622. ALBERTUS WAS AN ARISTOTELIAN PHILOSOPHER, AN ASTROLOGER, AND A PROFOUND STUDENT OF MEDICINE AND PHYSICS. DURING HIS YOUTH, HE WAS CONSIDERED OF DEFICIENT MENTALITY, BUT HIS SINCE SERVICE AND DEVOTION WERE REWARDED BY A VISION IN WHICH THE VIRGIN MARY APPEARED TO HIM AND BESTOWED UPON HIM GREAT PHILOSOPHICAL AND INTELLECTUAL POWERS. HAVING BECOME MASTER OF THE MAGICAL SCIENCES, ALBERTUS BEGAN THE CONSTRUCTION OF A CURIOUS AUTOMATON, WHICH HE INVESTED WITH THE POWERS OF SPEECH AND THOUGHT. THE ANDROID, AS IT WAS CALLED, WAS COMPOSED OF METALS AND UNKNOWN SUBSTANCES CHOSEN ACCORDING TO THE STARS AND ENDUED WITH SPIRITUAL QUALITIES BY MAGICAL FORMULAE AND INVOCATIONS, AND THE LABOR UPON IT CONSUMED OVER THIRTY YEARS. ST. THOMAS AQUINAS, THINKING THE DEVICE TO BE A DIABOLICAL MECHANISM, DESTROYED IT, THUS FRUSTRATING THE LABOR OF A LIFETIME. IN SPITE OF THIS ACT, ALBERTUS MAGNUS LEFT TO ST. THOMAS AQUINAS HIS ALCHEMICAL FORMULAE INCLUDING (ACCORDING TO LEGEND) THE SECRET OF THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE. ON ONE OCCASION ALBERTUS MAGNUS INVITED WILLIAM II, COUNT OF HOLLAND AND KING OF THE ROMANS, TO A GARDEN PARTY IN MIDWINTER. THE GROUND WAS COVERED WITH SNOW, BUT ALBERTUS, HAD PREPARE A SUMPTUOUS BANQUET IN THE OPEN GROUNDS OF HIS MONASTERY AT COLOGNE. THE GUESTS WERE AMAZED AT THE IMPRUDENCE OF THE PHILOSOPHER, BUT AS THEY SAT DOWN TO EAT ALBERTUS, UTTERED A FEW WORDS, THE SNOW DISAPPEARED, THE GARDEN WAS FILLED WITH FLOWERS AND SINGING BIRDS, AND THE AIR WAS WARM WITH THE BREEZES OF SUMMER. AS SOON AS THE FEAST WAS OVER, THE SNOW RETURNED, MUCH TO THE AMAZEMENT OF THE ASSEMBLED NOBLES. (FOR DETAILS, SEE THE LIVES OF ALCHEMYSTICAL PHILOSOPHERS.) [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] IT WAS SUPPOSED THAT ONE EARLY TEACHER OF PARACELSUS WAS A MYSTERIOUS ALCHEMIST WHO CALLED HIMSELF SOLOMON TRISMOSIN. CONCERNING THIS PERSON NOTHING IS KNOWN SAVE THAT AFTER SOME YEARS OF WANDERING HE SECURED THE FORMULA OF TRANSMUTATION AND CLAIMED TO HAVE MADE VAST AMOUNTS OF GOLD. A BEAUTIFULLY ILLUMINATED MANUSCRIPT OF THIS AUTHOR, DATED 1582 AND CALLED SPLENDOR SOLIS, IS IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM. TRISMOSIN CLAIMED TO HAVE LIVED TO THE AGE OF 150 AS THE RESULT OF HIS KNOWLEDGE OF ALCHEMY. ONE VERY SIGNIFICANT STATEMENT APPEARS IN HIS ALCHEMICAL WANDERINGS, WHICH WORK IS SUPPOSED TO NARRATE HIS SEARCH FOR THE PHILOSOPHER'S SCONE: "STUDY WHAT THOU ART, WHEREOF THOU ART A PART, WHAT THOU KNOW OF THIS ART, THIS IS REALLY WHAT THOU ART. ALL THAT IS WITHOUT THEE ALSO IS WITHIN, THUS WROTE TRISMOSIN." 
RAYMOND LULLY
THIS MOST FAMOUS OF ALL THE SPANISH ALCHEMISTS WAS BORN ABOUT THE YEAR 1235. HIS FATHER WAS SENESCHAL TO JAMES THE FIRST OF ARAGON, AND YOUNG RAYMOND WAS BROUGHT UP IN THE COURT SURROUNDED BY THE TEMPTATIONS AND PROFLIGACY ABOUNDING IN SUCH PLACES. HE WAS LATER APPOINTED TO THE POSITION WHICH HIS FATHER HAD OCCUPIED. A WEALTHY MARRIAGE ENSURED RAYMOND'S FINANCIAL POSITION, AND HE LIVED THE LIFE OF A GRANDEE. ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL WOMEN AT: THE COURT OF ARAGON WAS DONNA AMBROSIA ELEANORA DI CASTELLO, WHOSE VIRTUE AND BEAUTY HAD BROUGHT HER GREAT RENOWN. SHE WAS AT THAT TIME MARRIED AND WAS NOT PARTICULARLY PLEASED TO DISCOVER THAT YOUNG LULLY WAS RAPIDLY DEVELOPING A PASSION FOR HER. WHEREVER SHE WENT RAYMOND FOLLOWED, AND AT LAST OVER A TRIVIAL INCIDENT HE WROTE SOME VERY AMOROUS VERSES TO HER, WHICH PRODUCED AN EFFECT QUITE DIFFERENT FROM WHAT HE HAD EXPECTED. HE RECEIVED A MESSAGE INVITING HIM TO VISIT THE LADY. HE RESPONDED WITH ALACRITY. SHE TOLD HIM THAT IT WAS ONLY FAIR THAT HE SHOULD BEHOLD MORE OF THE BEAUTY CONCERNING WHICH HE WROTE SUCH APPEALING POEMS AND, DRAWING ASIDE PART OF HER GARMENTS, DISCLOSED THAT ONE SIDE OF HER BODY WAS NEARLY EATEN AWAY BY A CANCER. RAYMOND NEVER RECOVERED FROM THE SHOCK. IT TURNED THE ENTIRE COURSE OF HIS LIFE. HE RENOUNCED THE FRIVOLITIES OF THE COURT AND BECAME A RECLUSE. SOMETIME AFTERWARDS WHILE DOING PENANCE FOR HIS WORLDLY SINS A VISION APPEARED TO HIM IN WHICH CHRIST TOLD HIM TO FOLLOW IN THE DIRECTION IN WHICH HE SHOULD LEAD. LATER THE VISION WAS REPEATED. HESITATING NO LONGER, RAYMOND DIVIDED HIS PROPERTY AMONG HIS FAMILY AND RETIRED TO A HUT ON THE SIDE OF A HILL, WHERE HE DEVOTED HIMSELF TO THE STUDY OF ARABIC, THAT HE MIGHT GO FORTH AND CONVERT THE INFIDELS. AFTER SIX YEARS IN THIS RETREAT HE SET OUT WITH A MOHAMMEDAN SERVANT, WHO, WHEN HE LEARNED THAT RAYMOND WAS ABOUT TO ATTACK THE FAITH OF HIS PEOPLE, BURIED HIS KNIFE IN HIS MASTER'S BACK. RAYMOND REFUSED TO ALLOW HIS WOULD-BE ASSASSIN TO BE EXECUTED, BUT LATER THE MAN STRANGLED HIMSELF IN PRISON. WHEN RAYMOND REGAINED HIS HEALTH, HE BECAME A TEACHER OF THE ARABIC LANGUAGE TO THOSE WHO INTENDED TRAVELING IN THE HOLY LAND. IT WAS WHILE SO ENGAGED THAT HE CAME IN CONTACT: WITH ARNOLD OF VILLA NOVA, WHO TAUGHT HIM THE PRINCIPLES OR ALCHEMY. AS A RESULT OF THIS TRAINING, RAYMOND LEARNED THE SECRET OF THE TRANSMUTATION AND MULTIPLICATION OF METALS. HIS LIFE OF WANDERING CONTINUED, AND DURING THE COURSE OF IT HE ARRIVED AT TUNIS, WHERE HE BEGAN TO DEBATE WITH THE MOHAMMEDAN TEACHERS, AND NEARLY LOST HIS LIFE AS THE RESULT OF HIS FANATICAL ATTACKS UPON THEIR RELIGION. HE WAS ORDERED TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY AND NEVER TO RETURN AGAIN UPON PAIN OF DEATH. NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR THREATS HE MADE A SECOND VISIT TO TUNIS, BUT THE INHABITANTS INSTEAD OF KILLING HIM MERELY DEPORTED HIM TO ITALY. AN UNSIGNED ARTICLE APPEARING IN HOUSEHOLD WORDS, NO. 273, A MAGAZINE CONDUCTED BY CHARLES DICKENS, THROWS CONSIDERABLE LIGHT ON LULLY'S ALCHEMICAL ABILITY. "WHILST AT VIENNA HE [LULLY] RECEIVED FLATTERING LETTERS FROM EDWARD THE SECOND, KING OF ENGLAND, AND FROM ROBERT BRUCE, KING OF SCOTLAND, ENTREATING HIM TO VISIT THEM. HE HAD ALSO, IN THE COURSE OF HIS TRAVELS, MET WITH JOHN CREMER, ABBOT OF WESTMINSTER, WITH WHOM HE FORMED A STRONG FRIENDSHIP; AND IT WAS MORE TO PLEASE HIM THAN THE KING, THAT RAYMOND CONSENTED TO GO TO ENGLAND. [A TRACT BY JOHN CREMER APPEARS IN THE HERMETIC MUSEUM, BUT THERE IS NO RECORD IN THE ANNALS OF WESTMINSTER OF ANYONE BY THAT NAME.] CREMER HAD AN INTENSE DESIRE TO LEARN THE LAST GREAT SECRET OF ALCHEMY--TO MAKE THE POWDER OF TRANSMUTATION--AND RAYMOND, WITH ALL HIS FRIENDSHIP, HAD NEVER DISCLOSED IT. CREMER, HOWEVER, SET TO WORK VERY CUNNINGLY; HE WAS NOT LONG IN DISCOVERING THE OBJECT THAT WAS NEAREST TO RAYMOND'S HEART--THE CONVERSION OF THE INFIDELS. HE TOLD THE KING WONDERFUL STORIES OF THE GOLD, LULLY HAD THE ART TO MAKE; AND HE WORKED UPON RAYMOND BY THE HOPE THAT KING EDWARD WOULD BE EASILY INDUCED TO RAISE A CRUSADE AGAINST THE MAHOMMEDANS, IF HE HAD THE MEANS. "RAYMOND HAD APPEALED SO OFTEN TO POPES AND KINGS THAT HE HAD LOST ALL FAITH IN THEM; NEVERTHELESS, AS A LAST HOPE, HE ACCOMPANIED HIS FRIEND CREMER TO ENGLAND. CREMER LODGED HIM IN HIS ABBEY, TREATING HIM WITH DISTINCTION; AND THERE LULLY AT LAST INSTRUCTED HIM IN THE POWDER, THE SECRET OF WHICH CREMER HAD SO LONG DESIRED TO KNOW. WHEN THE POWDER WAS PERFECTED, CREMER PRESENTED HIM TO THE KING, WHO RECEIVED HIM AS A MAN MAY BE SUPPOSED TO RECEIVE ONE WHO COULD GIVE HIM BOUNDLESS RICHES. RAYMOND MADE ONLY ONE CONDITION; THAT THE GOLD HE MADE SHOULD NOT BE EXPENDED UPON THE LUXURIES OF THE COURT OR UPON A WAR WITH ANY CHRISTIAN KING; AND THAT EDWARD HIMSELF SHOULD GO IN PERSON WITH AN ARMY AGAINST THE INFIDELS. EDWARD PROMISED EVERYTHING AND ANYTHING. "RAYMOND HAD APARTMENTS ASSIGNED HIM IN THE TOWER, AND THERE HE TELLS US HE TRANSMUTED FIFTY THOUSAND POUNDS WEIGHT OF QUICKSILVER, LEAD, AND TIN INTO PURE GOLD, WHICH WAS COINED AT THE MINT INTO SIX MILLION OF NOBLES, EACH WORTH ABOUT THREE POUNDS STERLING AT THE PRESENT DAY. SOME OF THE PIECES SAID TO HAVE BEEN COINED OUT OF THIS GOLD ARE STILL TO BE FOUND IN ANTIQUARIAN COLLECTIONS. [WHILE DESPERATE ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO DISPROVE THESE STATEMENTS, THE EVIDENCE IS STILL ABOUT EQUALLY DIVIDED.] TO ROBERT BRUCE HE SENT A LITTLE WORK ENTITLED OF THE ART OF TRANSMUTING METALS. DR. EDMUND DICKENSON RELATES THAT WHEN THE CLOISTER WHICH RAYMOND OCCUPIED AT WESTMINSTER WAS REMOVED, THE WORKMEN FOUND SOME OF THE POWDER, WITH WHICH THEY ENRICHED THEMSELVES. "DURING LULLY'S RESIDENCE IN ENGLAND, HE BECAME THE FRIEND OF ROGER BACON. NOTHING, OF COURSE, COULD BE FURTHER FROM KING EDWARD'S THOUGHTS THAN TO GO ON A CRUSADE. RAYMOND'S APARTMENTS IN THE TOWER WERE ONLY AN HONORABLE PRISON; AND HE SOON PERCEIVED HOW MATTERS WERE. HE DECLARED THAT EDWARD WOULD MEET WITH NOTHING BUT MISFORTUNE AND MISERY FOR HIS BREACH OF FAITH. HE MADE HIS ESCAPE FROM ENGLAND IN 1315, AND SET OFF ONCE MORE TO PREACH TO THE INFIDELS. HE WAS NOW A VERY OLD MAN, AND NONE OF HIS FRIENDS COULD EVER HOPE TO SEE HIS FACE AGAIN. "HE WENT FIRST TO EGYPT, THEN TO JERUSALEM, AND THENCE TO TUNIS A THIRD TIME. THERE HE AT LAST MET WITH THE MARTYRDOM HE HAD SO OFTEN BRAVED. THE PEOPLE FELL UPON HIM AND STONED HIM. SOME GENOESE MERCHANTS CARRIED AWAY HIS BODY, IN WHICH THEY DISCERNED SOME FEEBLE SIGNS OF LIFE. THEY CARRIED HIM ON BOARD THEIR VESSEL; BUT THOUGH HE LINGERED AWHILE, HE DIED AS THEY CAME IN SIGHT OF MAJORCA, ON THE 28TH OF JUNE, 1315, AT THE AGE OF EIGHTY-ONE. HE WAS BURIED WITH GREAT HONOR IN HIS FAMILY CHAPEL AT ST. ULMA, THE VICEROY AND ALL THE PRINCIPAL NOBILITY ATTENDING."
NICHOLAS FLAMMEL
IN THE LATTER PART OF THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY THERE LIVED IN PARIS ONE WHOSE BUSINESS WAS THAT OF ILLUMINATING MANUSCRIPTS AND PREPARING DEEDS AND DOCUMENTS. TO NICHOLAS FLAMMEL THE WORLD IS INDEBTED FOR ITS KNOWLEDGE OF A MOST REMARKABLE VOLUME, WHICH HE BOUGHT FOR A PALTRY SUM FROM SOME BOOKDEALER WITH WHOM HIS PROFESSION OF SCRIVENER BROUGHT HIM IN CONTACT. THE STORY OF THIS CURIOUS DOCUMENT, CALLED THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM THE JEW, IS BEST NARRATED---
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JOHN CREMER, THE MYTHICAL ABBOT OF WESTMINSTER, IS AN INTERESTING PERSONALITY IN THE ALCHEMICAL IMBROGLIO OF THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY. AS IT IS NOT REASONABLY CERTAIN THAT M ABBOT BY SUCH A NAME EVER OCCUPIED THE SEE OF WESTMINSTER, THE QUESTION NATURALLY ARISES, "WHO WAS THE PERSON CONCEALING HIS IDENTITY UNDER THE PSEUDONYM OF JOHN CREMER?" FICTITIOUS CHARACTERS SUCH AS JOHN CREMER ILLUSTRATE TWO IMPORTANT PRACTICES OF MEDIAEVAL ALCHEMISTS: (1) MANY PERSONS OF HIGH POLITICAL OR RELIGIOUS RANK WERE SECRETLY ENGAGED IN HERMETIC CHEMICAL RESEARCH BUT, FEARING PERSECUTION AND RIDICULE, PUBLISHED THEIR FINDINGS UNDER VARIOUS PSEUDONYMS; (2) FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS IT WAS THE PRACTICE OF THOSE INITIATES WHO POSSESSED THE TRUE KEY TO THE GREAT HERMETIC ARCANUM TO PERPETUATE THEIR WISDOM BY CREATING IMAGINARY PERSONS, INVOLVING THEM IN EPISODES OF CONTEMPORANEOUS HISTORY AND THUS ESTABLISHING THESE BEINGS AS PROMINENT MEMBERS OF SOCIETY--IN SOME CASES EVEN FABRICATING COMPLETE GENEALOGIES TO ATTAIN THAT END. THE NAMES BY WHICH THESE FICTITIOUS CHARACTERS WERE KNOWN REVEALED NOTHING TO THE UNIFORMED. TO THE INITIATED, HOWEVER, THEY SIGNIFIED THAT THE PERSONALITY TO WHICH THEY WERE ASSIGNED HAD NO EXISTENCE OTHER THAN A SYMBOLIC ONE. THESE INITIATED CHRONICLERS CAREFULLY CONCEALED THEIR ARCANUM IN THE LIVES, THOUGHTS, WORDS. AND ACTS ASCRIBED TO THESE IMAGINARY PERSONS AND THUS SAFELY TRANSMITTED THROUGH THE AGES THE DEEPEST SECRETS OF OCCULTISM AS WRITINGS WHICH TO THE UNCONVERSANT WERE NOTHING MORE THAN BIOGRAPHIES IN HIS OWN WORDS AS PRESERVED IN HIS HIEROGLYPHICAL FIGURES: "WHILST THEREFORE, I NICHOLAS FLAMMEL, NOTARY, AFTER THE DECEASE OF MY PARENTS, GOT MY LIVING AT OUR ART OF WRITING, BY MAKING INVENTORIES, DRESSING ACCOUNTS, AND SUMMING UP THE EXPENSES OF TUTORS AND PUPILS, THERE FELL INTO MY HANDS FOR THE SUM OF TWO FLORINS, A GUILDED BOOK, VERY OLD AND LARGE. IT WAS NOT OF PAPER, NOR OF PARCHMENT, AS OTHER BOOKS BE, BUT WAS ONLY MADE OF DELICATE RINDS (AS IT SEEMED TO ME) OF TENDER YOUNG TREES. THE COVER OF IT WAS OF BRASS, WELL BOUND, ALL ENGRAVED WITH LETTERS, OR STRANGE FIGURES; AND FOR MY PART I THINK THEY MIGHT WELL BE GREEK CHARACTERS, OR SOME SUCH LIKE ANCIENT LANGUAGE. SURE I AM. I COULD NOT READ THEM, AND I KNOW WELL THEY WERE NOT, NOTES NOR LETTERS OF THE LATIN NOR OF THE GAUL, FOR OF THEM WE UNDERSTAND A LITTLE. "AS FOR THAT WHICH WAS WITHIN IT, THE LEAVES OF BARK OR RIND, WERE ENGRAVED AND WITH ADMIRABLE DILIGENCE WRITTEN, WITH A POINT OF IRON, IN FAIR AND NEAT LATIN LETTERS COLORED. IT CONTAINED THRICE SEVEN LEAVES, FOR SO WERE THEY COUNTED IN THE TOP OF THE LEAVES, AND ALWAYS EVERY SEVENTH LEAF THERE WAS PAINTED A VIRGIN AND SERPENT SWALLOWING HER UP. IN THE SECOND SEVENTH, A CROSS WHERE A SERPENT WAS CRUCIFIED; AND THE LAST SEVENTH, THERE WERE PAINTED DESERTS, OR WILDERNESSES, IN THE MIDST WHEREOF RAN MANY FAIR FOUNTAINS, FROM WHENCE THERE ISSUED OUT A NUMBER OF SERPENTS, WHICH RAN UP AND DOWN HERE AND THERE. UPON THE FIRST OF THE LEAVES, WAS WRITTEN IN GREAT CAPITAL LETTERS OF GOLD, ABRAHAM THE JEW, PRINCE, PRIEST, LEVITE, ASTROLOGER, AND PHILOSOPHER, TO THE NATION OF THE JEWS, BY THE WRATH OF GOD DISPERSED AMONG THE GAULS, SENDS HEALTH. AFTER THIS IT WAS FILLED WITH GREAT EXECRATIONS AND CURSES (WITH THIS WORD MARANATHA, WHICH WAS OFTEN REPEATED THERE) AGAINST EVERY PERSON THAT SHOULD CAST HIS EYES UPON IT, IF HE WERE NOT SACRIFICER OR SCRIBE. "HE THAT SOLD ME THIS BOOK KNEW NOT WHAT IT WAS WORTH NOR MORE THAN I WHEN I BOUGHT IT; I BELIEVE IT HAD BEEN STOLEN OR TAKEN FROM THE MISERABLE JEWS, OR FOUND IN SOME PART OF THE ANCIENT PLACE OF THEIR ABODE. WITHIN THE BOOK, IN THE SECOND LEAF, HE COMFORTED HIS NATION, COUNSELLING THEM TO FLY VICES, AND ABOVE ALL IDOLATRY, ATTENDING WITH SWEET PATIENCE THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH, WHO, SHOULD VANQUISH ALL THE KINGS OF THE EARTH AND SHOULD REIGN WITH HIS PEOPLE IN GLORY ETERNALLY. WITHOUT DOUBT THIS HAD BEEN SOME VERY WISE AND UNDERSTANDING MAN. "IN THE THIRD LEAF, AND IN ALL THE OTHER WRITINGS THAT FOLLOWED, TO HELP HIS CAPTIVE NATION TO PAY THEIR TRIBUTES UNTO THE ROMAN EMPERORS, AND TO DO OTHER THINGS, WHICH I WILL NOT SPEAK OF, HE TAUGHT THEM IN COMMON WORDS THE TRANSMUTATION OF METALS; HE PAINTED THE VESSELS BY THE SIDES, AND HE ADVERTISED THEM OF THE COLORS, AND OF ALL THE REST, SAVING OF THE FIRST AGENT, OF THE WHICH HE SPOKE NOT A WORD, BUT ONLY (AS HE SAID) IN THE FOURTH AND FIFTH LEAVES ENTIRE HE PAINTED IT, AND FIGURED IT WITH VERY GREAT CUNNING AND WORKMAN SHIP: FOR ALTHOUGH IT WAS WELL AND INTELLIGIBLY FIGURED AND PAINTED, YET NO MAN COULD EVER HAVE BEEN ABLE TO UNDERSTAND IT, WITHOUT BEING WELL SKILLED IN THEIR CABALA, WHICH GO BY TRADITION, AND WITHOUT HAVING WELL STUDIED THEIR BOOKS. "THE FOURTH AND FIFTH LEAVES THEREFORE, WERE WITHOUT ANY WRITING, ALL FULL OF FAIR FIGURES ENLIGHTENED, OR AS IT WERE ENLIGHTENED, FOR THE WORK WAS VERY EXQUISITE. FIRST, HE PAINTED A YOUNG MAN WITH WINGS AT HIS ANKLES, HAVING IN HIS HAND A CADUCEAN ROD, WRITHEN ABOUT WITH TWO SERPENTS, WHEREWITH HE STRUCK UPON A HELMET WHICH COVERED HIS HEAD. HE SEEMED TO MY SMALL JUDGMENT, TO BE THE GOD, MERCURY OF THE PAGANS: AGAINST HIM THERE CAME RUNNING AND FLYING WITH OPEN WINGS, A GREAT OLD MAN, WHO UPON HIS HEAD HAD AN HOUR GLASS FASTENED, AND IN HIS HAND A BOOK (OR SYRHE) LIKE DEATH, WITH THE WHICH, IN TERRIBLE AND FURIOUS MANNER, HE WOULD HAVE CUT OFF THE FEET OF MERCURY. ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE FOURTH LEAF, HE PAINTED A FAIR FLOWER ON THE TOP OF A VERY HIGH MOUNTAIN WHICH WAS SORE SHAKEN WITH THE NORTH WIND; IT HAD THE FOOT BLUE, THE FLOWERS WHITE AND RED, THE LEAVES SHINING LIKE FINE GOLD: AND ROUND ABOUT IT THE DRAGONS AND GRIFFONS OF THE NORTH MADE THEIR NESTS AND ABODE. "ON THE FIFTH LEAF THERE WAS A FAIR ROSE TREE FLOWERED IN THE MIDST OF A SWEET GARDEN, CLIMBING UP AGAINST A HOLLOW OAK; AT THE FOOT WHEREOF BOILED A FOUNTAIN OF MOST WHITE WATER, WHICH RAN HEADLONG DOWN INTO THE DEPTHS, NOTWITHSTANDING IT FIRST PASSED AMONG THE HANDS OF INFINITE PEOPLE, WHO DIGGED IN THE EARTH SEEKING FOR IT; BUT BECAUSE THEY WERE BLIND, NONE OF THEM KNEW IT, EXCEPT HERE AND THERE ONE WHO CONSIDERED THE WEIGHT. ON THE LAST SIDE OF THE FIFTH LEAF THERE WAS A KING WITH A GREAT FAUCHION, WHO MADE TO BE KILLED IN HIS PRESENCE BY SOME SOLDIERS A GREAT MULTITUDE OF LITTLE INFANTS, WHOSE MOTHERS WEPT AT THE FEET OF THE UNPITIFUL SOLDIERS: THE BLOOD OF WHICH INFANTS WAS AFTERWARDS BY OTHER SOLDIERS GATHERED UP, AND PUT IN A GREAT VESSEL, WHEREIN THE SUN AND THE MOON CAME TO BATHE THEMSELVES. "AND BECAUSE THAT THIS HISTORY DID REPRESENT THE MORE PART OF THAT OF THE INNOCENTS SLAIN BY HEROD, AND THAT IN THIS BOOK I LEARNED THE GREATEST PART OF THE ART, THIS WAS ONE OF THE CAUSES WHY I PLACED IN THEIR CHURCH-YARD THESE HIEROGLYPHIC SYMBOLS OF THIS SECRET SCIENCE. AND THUS, YOU SEE THAT WHICH WAS IN THE FIRST FIVE LEAVES. "I WILL NOT REPRESENT UNTO YOU THAT WHICH WAS WRITTEN IN GOOD AND INTELLIGIBLE LATIN IN ALL THE OTHER WRITTEN LEAVES, FOR GOD WOULD PUNISH ME, BECAUSE I SHOULD COMMIT A GREATER WICKEDNESS, THAN HE WHO (AS IT IS SAID) WISHED THAT ALL THE MEN OF THE WORLD HAD BUT ONE HEAD THAT HE MIGHT CUT IT OFF WITH ONE BLOW. HAVING WITH ME THEREFORE THIS FAIR BOOK, I DID NOTHING ELSE DAY NOR NIGHT, BUT STUDY UPON IT, UNDERSTANDING VERY WELL ALL THE OPERATIONS THAT IT SHOWED, BUT NOT KNOWING WITH WHAT MATTER I SHOULD BEGIN, WHICH MADE ME VERY HEAVY AND SOLITARY, AND CAUSED ME TO FETCH MANY A SIGH. MY WIFE PERRENELLA, WHOM I LOVED AS MYSELF, AND HAD LATELY MARRIED WAS MUCH ASTONISHED AT THIS, COMFORTING ME, AND EARNESTLY DEMANDING, IF SHE COULD BY ANY MEANS DELIVER ME FROM THIS TROUBLE. I COULD NOT POSSIBLY HOLD MY TONGUE, BUT TOLD HER ALL, AND SHOWED THIS FAIR BOOK, WHEREOF AT THE SAME INSTANT THAT SHE SAW IT, SHE BECAME AS MUCH ENAMORED AS MYSELF, TAKING EXTREME PLEASURE TO BEHOLD THE FAIR COVER, GRAVING’S, IMAGES, AND PORTRAITS, WHEREOF NOTWITHSTANDING SHE UNDERSTOOD AS LITTLE AS I: YET IT WAS A GREAT COMFORT TO ME TO TALK WITH HER, AND TO ENTERTAIN MYSELF, WHAT WE SHOULD DO TO HAVE THE INTERPRETATION OF THEM." NICHOLAS FLAMMEL SPENT MANY YEARS STUDYING THE MYSTERIOUS BOOK. HE EVEN PAINTED THE PICTURES FROM IT ALL OVER THE WALLS OF HIS HOUSE AND MADE NUMEROUS COPIES WHICH HE SHOWED TO THE LEARNED MEN WITH WHOM HE CAME IN CONTACT, BUT NONE COULD EXPLAIN THEIR SECRET SIGNIFICANCE. AT LAST HE DETERMINED TO GO FORTH IN QUEST OF AN ADEPT, OR WISE MAN, AND AFTER MANY WANDERINGS HE MET A PHYSICIAN--BY NAME MASTER CANCHES--WHO WAS IMMEDIATELY INTERESTED IN THE DIAGRAMS AND ASKED TO SEE THE ORIGINAL BOOK. THEY STARTED FORTH TOGETHER FOR PARIS, AND OR, THE WAY THE PHYSICIAN ADEPT EXPLAINED MANY OF THE PRINCIPLES OF THE HIEROGLYPHICS TO FLAMMEL, BUT BEFORE THEY REACHED THEIR JOURNEY'S END MASTER CANCHES WAS TAKEN ILL AND DIED. FLAMMEL BURIED HIM AT ORLEANS, BUT HAVING MEDITATED DEEPLY ON THE INFORMATION HE HAD SECURED DURING THEIR BRIEF ACQUAINTANCE, HE WAS ABLE, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF HIS WIFE, TO WORK OUT THE FORMULA FOR TRANSMUTING BASE METALS INTO GOLD. HE PERFORMED THE EXPERIMENT SEVERAL TIMES WITH PERFECT SUCCESS, AND BEFORE HIS DEATH CAUSED A NUMBER OF HIEROGLYPHIC FIGURES TO BE PAINTED UPON AN ARCH OF ST. INNOCENT'S CHURCHYARD IN PARIS, WHEREIN HE CONCEALED THE ENTIRE FORMULA AS IT HAD BEEN REVEALED TO HIM FROM THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM THE JEW. 
COUNT BERNARD OF TREVISO
OF ALL THOSE WHO SOUGHT FOR THE ELIXIR OF LIFE AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S SCONE, FEW PASSED THROUGH THE CHAIN OF DISAPPOINTMENTS THAT BESET COUNT BERNARD OF TREVISO, WHO WAS BORN IN PADUA IN 1406 AND DIED IN 1490. HIS SEARCH FOR THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE AND THE SECRET OF THE TRANSMUTATION OF METALS BEGAN WHEN HE WAS BUT FOURTEEN YEARS OF AGE. HE SPENT NOT ONLY A LIFETIME BUT ALSO A FORTUNE IN HIS QUEST. COUNT BERNARD WENT FROM ONE ALCHEMIST AND PHILOSOPHER TO ANOTHER, EACH OF WHOM UNFOLDED SOME PET THEOREM WHICH HE EAGERLY ACCEPTED AND EXPERIMENTED WITH BUT ALWAYS WITHOUT THE DESIRED RESULT. HIS FAMILY BELIEVED HIM TO BE MAD AND DECLARED THAT HE WAS DISGRACING HIS HOUSE BY HIS EXPERIMENTS, WHICH WERE RAPIDLY REDUCING HIM TO A STATE OF PENURY. HE TRAVELED IN MANY COUNTRIES, HOPING THAT IN DISTANT PLACES HE WOULD FIND WISE MEN CAPABLE OF ASSISTING HIM. AT LAST AS HE WAS APPROACHING HIS SEVENTY-SIXTH YEAR, HE WAS REWARDED WITH SUCCESS. THE GREAT SECRETS OF THE ELIXIR OF LIFE, THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE, AND THE TRANSMUTATION OF METALS WERE REVEALED TO HIM. HE WROTE A LITTLE BOOK DESCRIBING THE RESULTS OF HIS LABORS, AND WHILE HE LIVED ONLY A FEW YEARS TO ENJOY THE FRUITAGE OF HIS DISCOVERY HE WAS THOROUGHLY SATISFIED THAT THE TREASURE HE HAD FOUND WAS WORTH THE LIFETIME SPENT IN SEARCH OF IT. AN EXAMPLE OF THE INDUSTRY AND PERSEVERANCE DISPLAYED BY HIM IS TO BE FOUND IN ONE OF THE PROCESSES WHICH SOME FOOLISH PRETENDER COAXED HIM TO ATTEMPT AND WHICH RESULTED IN HIS SPENDING TWENTY YEARS CALCINING EGG SHELLS AND NEARLY AN EQUAL PERIOD DISTILLING ALCOHOL AND OTHER SUBSTANCES. IN THE HISTORY OF ALCHEMICAL RESEARCH THERE NEVER WAS A MORE PATIENT AND PERSEVERING DISCIPLE OF THE GREAT ARCANUM. BERNARD DECLARED THE PROCESS OF DISSOLUTION, ACCOMPLISHED NOT WITH FIRE BUT WITH MERCURY, TO BE THE SUPREME SECRET OF ALCHEMY---
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THE SYMBOLS OF ABRAHAM THE JEW.
ROBERT H. FRYAR, IN A FOOTNOTE TO HIS REPRINT OF THE HIEROGLYPHICAL FIGURES BY NICHOLAS FLAMMEL, SAYS: "ONE THING WHICH SEEMS TO PROVE THE REALITY OF THIS STORY BEYOND DISPUTE, IS, THAT THIS VERY BOOK OF ABRAHAM THE JEW, WITH THE ANNOTATIONS OF 'FLAMMEL,' WHO WROTE FROM THE INSTRUCTIONS HE RECEIVED FROM THIS PHYSICIAN, WAS ACTUALLY IN THE HANDS OF CARDINAL RICHELIEU, AS BOREL WAS TOLD BY THE COUNT DE CABRINES, WHO SAW AND EXAMINED IT." 
THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF ALCHEMY
PART ONE
ALCHEMY, THE SECRET ART OF THE LAND OF KHEM, IS ONE OF THE TWO OLDEST SCIENCES KNOWN TO THE WORLD. THE OTHER IS ASTROLOGY. THE BEGINNINGS OF BOTH EXTEND BACK INTO THE OBSCURITY OF PREHISTORIC TIMES. ACCORDING TO THE EARLIEST RECORDS EXTANT, ALCHEMY AND ASTROLOGY WERE CONSIDERED AS DIVINELY REVEALED TO MAN SO THAT BY THEIR AID HE MIGHT REGAIN HIS LOST ESTATE. ACCORDING TO OLD LEGENDS PRESERVED BY THE RABBINS, THE ANGEL AT THE GATE OF EDEN INSTRUCTED ADAM IN THE MYSTERIES OF QABBALAH AND OF ALCHEMY, PROMISING THAT WHEN THE HUMAN RACE HAD THOROUGHLY MASTERED THE SECRET WISDOM CONCEALED WITHIN THESE INSPIRED ARTS, THE CURSE OF THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT WOULD BE REMOVED AND MAN MIGHT AGAIN ENTER INTO THE GARDEN OF THE LORD. AS MAN TOOK UPON HIMSELF "COATS OF SKINS" (PHYSICAL BODIES) AT THE TIME OF HIS FALL, SO THESE SACRED SCIENCES WERE BROUGHT BY HIM INTO THE LOWER WORLDS INCARNATED IN DENSE VEHICLES, THROUGH WHICH THEIR SPIRITUAL TRANSCENDENTAL NATURES COULD NO LONGER MANIFEST THEMSELVES. THEREFORE, THEY WERE CONSIDERED AS BEING DEAD OR LOST. THE EARTHLY BODY OF ALCHEMY IS CHEMISTRY, FOR CHEMISTS DO NOT REALIZE THAT HALF OF THE BOOK OF TORAH IS FOREVER CONCEALED BEHIND THE VEIL OF ISIS (SEE THE TAROT), AND THAT SO LONG AS THEY STUDY ONLY MATERIAL ELEMENTS, THEY CAN AT BEST DISCOVER BUT HALF OF THE MYSTERY. ASTROLOGY HAS CRYSTALLIZED INTO ASTRONOMY, WHOSE VOTARIES RIDICULE THE DREAMS OF ANCIENT SEERS AND SAGES, DERIDING THEIR SYMBOLS AS MEANINGLESS PRODUCTS OF SUPERSTITION. NEVERTHELESS, THE INTELLIGENTSIA OF THE MODERN WORLD CAN NEVER PASS BEHIND THE VEIL WHICH DIVIDES THE SEEN FROM THE UNSEEN EXCEPT IN THE WAY APPOINTED--THE MYSTERIES. WHAT IS LIFE? WHAT IS INTELLIGENCE? WHAT IS FORCE? THESE ARE THE PROBLEMS TO THE SOLUTION OF WHICH THE ANCIENTS CONSECRATED THEIR TEMPLES OF LEARNING. WHO SHALL SAY THAT THEY DID NOT ANSWER THOSE QUESTIONS? WHO WOULD RECOGNIZE THE ANSWERS IF GIVEN? IS IT POSSIBLE THAT UNDER THE SYMBOLS OF ALCHEMY AND ASTROLOGY LIES CONCEALED A WISDOM SO ABSTRUSE THAT THE MIND OF THIS RACE IS NOT QUALIFIED TO CONCEIVE ITS PRINCIPLES? THE CHALDEANS, PHOENICIANS, AND BABYLONIANS WERE FAMILIAR WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF ALCHEMY, AS WERE MANY EARLY ORIENTAL RACES. IT WAS PRACTICED IN GREECE AND ROME; WAS THE MASTER SCIENCE OF THE EGYPTIANS. KHEM WAS AN ANCIENT NAME FOR THE LAND OF EGYPT; AND BOTH THE WORDS ALCHEMY AND CHEMISTRY ARE A PERPETUAL REMINDER OF THE PRIORITY OF EGYPT'S SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE. ACCORDING TO THE FRAGMENTARY WRITINGS OF THOSE EARLY PEOPLES, ALCHEMY WAS TO THEM NO SPECULATIVE ART. THEY IMPLICITLY BELIEVED IN THE MULTIPLICATION OF METALS; AND IN THE FACE OF THEIR REITERATIONS BOTH THE SCHOLAR AND THE MATERIALIST SHOULD BE MORE-KINDLY IN THEIR CONSIDERATION OF ALCHEMICAL THEOREMS. EVOLUTIONISTS TRACE THE UNFOLDMENT OF THE ARTS AND SCIENCES UP THROUGH THE GROWING INTELLIGENCE OF THE PREHISTORIC MAN, WHILE OTHERS, OF A TRANSCENDENTAL POINT OF VIEW, LIKE TO CONSIDER THEM AS BEING DIRECT REVELATIONS FROM GOD. MANY INTERESTING SOLUTIONS TO THE RIDDLE OF ALCHEMY'S ORIGIN HAVE BEEN ADVANCED. ONE IS THAT ALCHEMY WAS REVEALED TO MAN BY THE MYSTERIOUS EGYPTIAN DEMIGOD HERMES TRISMEGISTUS. THIS SUBLIME FIGURE, LOOMING THROUGH THE MISTS OF TIME AND BEARING IN HIS HAND THE IMMORTAL EMERALD, IS CREDITED BY THE EGYPTIANS AS BEING THE AUTHOR OF ALL THE ARTS AND SCIENCES. IN HONOR OF HIM ALL SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE WAS GATHERED UNDER THE GENERAL TITLE OF THE HERMETIC ARTS. WHEN THE BODY OF HERMES WAS INTERRED IN THE VALLEY OF EBRON (OR HEBRON), THE DIVINE EMERALD WAS BURIED WITH IT. MANY CENTURIES AFTERWARD THE EMERALD WAS DISCOVERED--ACCORDING TO ONE VERSION, BY AN ARABIAN INITIATE; ACCORDING TO ANOTHER, BY ALEXANDER THE GREAT, KING OF MACEDON. BY MEANS OF THE POWER OF THIS EMERALD, UPON WHICH WERE THE MYSTERIOUS INSCRIPTIONS OF THE THRICE GREAT HERMES--THIRTEEN SENTENCES IN ALL--ALEXANDER CONQUERED ALL THE THEN KNOWN WORLD. NOT HAVING CONQUERED HIMSELF, HOWEVER, HE ULTIMATELY FAILED. REGARDLESS OF HIS GLORY AND POWER, THE PROPHECIES OF THE TALKING TREES WERE FULFILLED, AND ALEXANDER WAS CUT DOWN IN THE MIDST OF HIS TRIUMPH. (THERE ARE PERSISTENT RUMORS TO THE EFFECT THAT ALEXANDER WAS AN INITIATE OF HIGH ORDER WHO FAILED BECAUSE OF HIS INABILITY TO WITHSTAND THE TEMPTATIONS OF POWER.) E. Y. KENEALY, QUOTING FROM THE COSMODROMIUM OF DOCTOR GOBELIN PERSONA, DESCRIBES THE INCIDENT OF ALEXANDER AND THE TALKING TREES, INTO THE PRESENCE OF WHICH THE KING OF MACEDON IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN BROUGHT WHILE ON HIS CAMPAIGN IN INDIA: "AND NOW ALEXANDER MARCHED INTO OTHER QUARTERS EQUALLY DANGEROUS; AT ONE TIME OVER THE TOPS OF MOUNTAINS, AT ANOTHER THROUGH DARK VALLEYS, IN WHICH HIS ARMY WAS ATTACKED BY SERPENTS AND WILD BEASTS, UNTIL AFTER THREE HUNDRED DAYS HE CAME INTO A MOST PLEASANT MOUNTAIN, ON WHOSE SIDES HUNG CHAINS OR ROPES OF GOLD. THIS MOUNTAIN HAD TWO THOUSAND AND FIFTY STEPS ALL OF PUREST SAPPHIRE, BY WHICH ONE COULD ASCEND TO THE SUMMIT, AND NEAR THIS ALEXANDER ENCAMPED. AND ON A DAY, ALEXANDER WITH HIS TWELVE PRINCES, ASCENDED BY THE AFORENAMED STEPS TO THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN, AND FOUND THERE A PALACE MARVELOUSLY BEAUTIFUL, HAVING TWELVE GATES, AND SEVENTY WINDOWS OF THE PUREST GOLD, AND IT WAS CALLED THE PALACE OF THE SUN, AND THERE WAS IN IT A TEMPLE ALL OF GOLD, BEFORE WHOSE GATES WERE VINE TREES BEARING BUNCHES OF CARBUNCLES AND PEARLS, AND ALEXANDER AND HIS PRINCES HAVING ENTERED THE PALACE, FOUND THERE A MAN LYING ON A GOLDEN BEDSTEAD; HE WAS VERY STATELY AND BEAUTIFUL IN APPEARANCE, AND HIS HEAD AND BEARD WERE WHITE AS SNOW. THEN ALEXANDER AND HIS PRINCES BENT THE KNEE TO THE SAGE WHO SPOKE THUS: 'ALEXANDER, THOU SHALT NOW SEE WHAT NO EARTHLY MAN HATH EVER BEFORE SEEN OR HEARD.' TO WHOM ALEXANDER MADE ANSWER: 'O, SAGE, MOST HAPPY, HOW DOST THOU KNOW ME?' HE REPLIED: 'BEFORE THE WAVE OF THE DELUGE COVERED THE FACE OF THE EARTH, I KNEW THY WORKS.' HE ADDED: 'WOULDST THOU BEHOLD THE MOST HALLOWED TREES OF THE SUN AND MOON, WHICH ANNOUNCE ALL FUTURE THINGS?' ALEXANDER MADE ANSWER: 'IT IS WELL, MY LORD; GREATLY DO WE LONG TO SEE THEM.' "THEN THE SAGE SAID: 'PUT AWAY YOUR RINGS AND ORNAMENTS, AND TAKE OFF YOUR SHOES, AND FOLLOW ME.' AND ALEXANDER DID SO, AND CHOOSING OUT THREE FROM THE PRINCES, AND LEAVING THE REST TO AWAIT HIS RETURN, HE FOLLOWED THE SAGE, AND CAME TO THE TREES OF THE SUN AND MOON. THE TREE OF THE SUN HAS LEAVES OF RED GOLD, THE TREE OF THE MOON HAS LEAVES OF SILVER, AND THEY ARE VERY GREAT, AND ALEXANDER, AT THE SUGGESTION OF THE SAGE QUESTIONED THE TREES, ASKING IF HE SHOULD RETURN IN TRIUMPH TO MACEDON? TO WHICH THE TREES GAVE ANSWER, NO, BUT THAT HE SHOULD LIVE YET ANOTHER YEAR AND EIGHT MONTHS, AFTER WHICH HE SHOULD DIE BY A POISONED CUP. AND WHEN HE INQUIRED, WHO WAS HE WHO SHOULD GIVE HIM THAT POISON? HE RECEIVED NO REPLY, AND THE TREE OF THE MOON SAID TO HIM, THAT HIS MOTHER, AFTER A MOST SHAMEFUL AND UNHAPPY DEATH, SHOULD LIE LONG UNBURIED, BUT THAT HAPPINESS WAS IN STORE FOR HIS SISTERS." (THE BOOK OF ENOCH, THE SECOND MESSENGER OF GOD.) IN ALL PROBABILITY, THE SO-CALLED TALKING TREES WERE MERELY STRIPS OF WOOD WITH TABLES OF LETTERS UPON THEM, BY MEANS OF WHICH ORACLES WERE EVOKED. AT ONE TIME BOOKS WRITTEN UPON WOOD WERE CALLED "TALKING TREES." THE DIFFICULTY IN DECIDING THE ORIGIN OF ALCHEMY IS DIRECTLY DUE TO IGNORING THE LOST CONTINENT OF ATLANTIS. THE GREAT ARCANUM WAS THE MOST PRIZED OF THE SECRETS OF THE ATLANTEAN PRIEST-CRAFT. WHEN THE LAND OF ATLAS SANK, HIEROPHANTS OF THE FIRE MYSTERY BROUGHT THE FORMULA TO EGYPT, WHERE IT REMAINED FOR CENTURIES IN THE POSSESSION OF THE SAGES AND PHILOSOPHERS. IT GRADUALLY MOVED INTO EUROPE, WHERE ITS SECRETS ARE STILL PRESERVED INTACT.
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THE LEAVES OF HERMES' SACRED TREE.
IN HIS KEY TO ALCHEMY, SAMUEL NORTON DIVIDES INTO FOURTEEN PARTS THE PROCESSES OR STATES THROUGH WHICH THE ALCHEMICAL SUBSTANCES PASS FROM THE TIME THEY ARE FIRST PLACED IN THE TEST TUBE UNTIL READY AS MEDICINE FOR PLANTS, MINERALS, OR MEN:
1.   SOLUTION, THE ACT OF PASSING FROM A GASEOUS OR SOLID CONDITION, INTO ONE OF LIQUIDITY.
2.   FILTRATION, THE MECHANICAL SEPARATION OF A LIQUID FROM THE UNDISSOLVED PARTICLES SUSPENDED IN IT.
3.   EVAPORATION, THE CHANGING OR CONVERTING FROM A LIQUID OR SOLID STATE INTO A VAPOROUS STATE WITH THE AID OF HEAT.
4.   DISTILLATION, AN OPERATION BY WHICH A VOLATILE LIQUID MAY BE SEPARATED FROM SUBSTANCES WHICH IT HOLDS IN SOLUTION.
5.   SEPARATION, THE OPERATION OF DISUNITING OR DECOMPOSING SUBSTANCES.
6.   RECTIFICATION, THE PROCESS OF REFINING OR PURIFYING ANY SUBSTANCE BY REPEATED DISTILLATION.
7.   CALCINATION, THE CONVERSION INTO A POWDER OR CALX BY THE ACTION OF HEAT; EXPULSION OF THE VOLATILE SUBSTANCE FROM A MATTER.
8.   COMMIXTION, THE BLENDING OF DIFFERENT INGREDIENTS INTO NEW COMPOUNDS OR MASS.
9.   PURIFICATION (THROUGH PUTREFACTION), DISINTEGRATION BY SPONTANEOUS DECOMPOSITION; DECAY BY ARTIFICIAL MEANS.
10. INHIBITION, THE PROCESS OF HOLDING BACK OR RESTRAINING.
11. FERMENTATION, THE CONVERSION OF ORGANIC SUBSTANCES INTO NEW COMPOUNDS IN THE PRESENCE OF A FERMENT.
12. FIXATION, THE ACT OR PROCESS OF CEASING TO BE A FLUID AND BECOMING FIRM; STATE OF BEING FIXED.
13. MULTIPLICATION, THE ACT OR PROCESS OF MULTIPLYING OR INCREASING IN NUMBER, THE STATE OF BEING MULTIPLIED.
14. PROJECTION, THE PROCESS OF TURNING THE BASE METALS INTO GOLD.
THOSE DISAGREEING WITH THE LEGEND OF HERMES AND HIS EMERALD TABLET SEE IN THE TWO HUNDRED ANGELS WHO DESCENDED UPON THE MOUNTAINS, AS DESCRIBED BY THE PROPHET: ENOCH, THE FIRST INSTRUCTORS IN THE ALCHEMICAL ART. REGARDLESS OF ITS ORIGINATOR, IT WAS LEFT TO THE EGYPTIAN PRIESTS TO PRESERVE ALCHEMY FOR THE MODERN WORLD. EGYPT, BECAUSE OF THE COLOR OF ITS EARTH, WAS CALLED "THE BLACK EMPIRE" AND IS REFERRED TO IN THE OLD TESTAMENT AS "THE LAND OF DARKNESS." BY REASON OF ITS POSSIBLE ORIGIN THERE, ALCHEMY HAS LONG BEEN KNOWN AS "THE BLACK ART, " NOT IN THE SENSE OF EVIL BUT IN THE SENSE OF THAT DARKNESS WHICH HAS ALWAYS ENSHROUDED ITS SECRET PROCESSES. DURING THE MIDDLE AGES, ALCHEMY WAS NOT ONLY A PHILOSOPHY AND A SCIENCE BUT ALSO A RELIGION. THOSE WHO REBELLED AGAINST THE RELIGIOUS LIMITATIONS OF THEIR DAY CONCEALED THEIR PHILOSOPHIC TEACHINGS UNDER THE ALLEGORY OF GOLD-MAKING. IN THIS WAY THEY PRESERVED THEIR PERSONAL LIBERTY AND WERE RIDICULED RATHER THAN PERSECUTED. ALCHEMY IS A THREEFOLD ART, ITS MYSTERY WELL SYMBOLIZED BY A TRIANGLE. ITS SYMBOL IS 3 TIMES 3--THREE ELEMENTS OR PROCESSES IN THREE WORLDS OR SPHERES. THE 3 TIMES 3 IS PART OF THE MYSTERY OF THE 33RD DEGREE OF FREEMASONRY, FOR 33 IS 3 TIMES 3, WHICH IS 9, THE NUMBER OF ESOTERIC MAN AND THE NUMBER OF EMANATIONS FROM THE ROOT OF THE DIVINE TREE. IT IS THE NUMBER OF WORLDS NOURISHED BY THE FOUR RIVERS THAT POUR OUT OF THE DIVINE MOUTH AS THE VERBUM FIAT. BENEATH THE SO-CALLED SYMBOLISM OF ALCHEMY IS CONCEALED A MAGNIFICENT CONCEPT, FOR THIS RIDICULED AND DESPISED CRAFT STILL PRESERVES INTACT THE TRIPLE KEY TO THE GATES OF ETERNAL LIFE. REALIZING, THEREFORE, THAT ALCHEMY IS A MYSTERY IN THREE WORLDS--THE DIVINE, THE HUMAN, AND THE ELEMENTAL--IT CAN EASILY BE APPRECIATED WHY THE SAGES AND PHILOSOPHERS CREATED AND EVOLVED AN INTRICATE ALLEGORY TO CONCEAL THEIR WISDOM. ALCHEMY IS THE SCIENCE OF MULTIPLICATION AND IS BASED UPON THE NATURAL PHENOMENON OF GROWTH. "NOTHING FROM NOTHING COMES," IS AN EXTREMELY ANCIENT ADAGE. ALCHEMY IS NOT THE PROCESS OF MAKING SOMETHING FROM NOTHING; IT IS THE PROCESS OF INCREASING AND IMPROVING THAT WHICH ALREADY EXISTS. IF A PHILOSOPHER WERE TO STATE THAT A LIVING MAN COULD BE MADE FROM A STONE, THE UNENLIGHTENED WOULD PROBABLY EXCLAIM, "IMPOSSIBLE!" THUS, WOULD THEY REVEAL THEIR IGNORANCE, FOR TO THE WISE IT IS KNOWN THAT IN EVERY STONE IS THE SEED OF MAN. A PHILOSOPHER MIGHT DECLARE THAT A UNIVERSE COULD BE MADE OUT OF A MAN, BUT THE FOOLISH WOULD REGARD THIS AS AN IMPOSSIBILITY, NOT REALIZING THAT A MAN IS A SEED FROM WHICH A UNIVERSE MAY BE BROUGHT FORTH. GOD IS THE "WITHIN" AND THE "WITHOUT" OF ALL THINGS. THE SUPREME ONE MANIFESTS HIMSELF THROUGH GROWTH, WHICH IS AN URGE FROM WITHIN OUTWARD, A STRUGGLE FOR EXPRESSION AND MANIFESTATION. THERE IS NO GREATER MIRACLE IN THE GROWING AND MULTIPLICATION OF GOLD BY THE ALCHEMIST THAN IN A TINY MUSTARD SEED PRODUCING A BUSH MANY THOUSANDS OF TIMES THE SIZE OF THE SEED. IF A MUSTARD SEED PRODUCES A HUNDRED THOUSAND TIMES ITS OWN SIZE AND WEIGHT WHEN PLANTED IN AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT SUBSTANCE (THE EARTH), WHY SHOULD NOT THE SEED OF GOLD BE MULTIPLIED A HUNDRED THOUSAND TIMES BY ART WHEN THAT SEED IS PLANTED IN ITS EARTH (THE BASE METALS) AND NOURISHED ARTIFICIALLY BY THE SECRET PROCESS OF ALCHEMY? ALCHEMY TEACHES THAT GOD IS IN EVERYTHING; THAT HE IS ONE UNIVERSAL SPIRIT, MANIFESTING THROUGH AN INFINITY OF FORMS. GOD, THEREFORE, IS THE SPIRITUAL SEED PLANTED IN THE DARK EARTH (THE MATERIAL UNIVERSE). BY ARC IT IS POSSIBLE SO TO GROW AND EXPAND THIS SEED THAT THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE OF SUBSTANCE IS TINCTURED THEREBY AND BECOMES LIKE UNTO THE SEED--PURE GOLD. IN THE SPIRITUAL NATURE OF MAN THIS IS TERMED REGENERATION; IN THE MATERIAL BODY OF THE ELEMENTS IT IS CALLED TRANSMUTATION. AS IT IS IN THE SPIRITUAL AND MATERIAL UNIVERSES, SO IT IS IN THE INTELLECTUAL WORLD. WISDOM CANNOT BE IMPARTED TO AN IDIOT BECAUSE THE SEED OF WISDOM IS NOT WITHIN HIM, BUT WISDOM MAY BE IMPARTED TO AN IGNORANT PERSON, HOWEVER IGNORANT HE MAY BE, BECAUSE THE SEED OF WISDOM EXISTS IN HIM AND CAN BE DEVELOPED BY ART AND CULTURE. HENCE A PHILOSOPHER IS ONLY AN IGNORANT MAN WITHIN WHOSE NATURE A PROJECTION HAS TAKEN PLACE. THROUGH ART (THE PROCESS OF LEARNING) THE WHOLE MASS OF BASE METALS (THE MENTAL BODY OF IGNORANCE) WAS TRANSMUTED INTO PURE GOLD (WISDOM), FOR IT WAS TINCTURED WITH UNDERSTANDING. IF, THEN, THROUGH FAITH AND PROXIMITY TO GOD THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF MAN MAY BE TRANSMUTED FROM BASE ANIMAL DESIRES (REPRESENTED BY THE MASSES OF THE PLANETARY METALS) INTO A PURE, GOLDEN, AND GODLY CONSCIOUSNESS, ILLUMINED AND REDEEMED, AND THE MANIFESTING GOD WITHIN THAT ONE INCREASED FROM A TINY SPARK TO A GREAT AND GLORIOUS BEING; IF ALSO THE BASE METALS OF MENTAL IGNORANCE CAN, THROUGH PROPER ENDEAVOR AND TRAINING, BE TRANSMUTED INTO TRANSCENDENT GENIUS AND WISDOM, WHY IS THE PROCESS IN TWO WORLDS OR SPHERES OF APPLICATION NOT EQUALLY TRUE IN THE THIRD? IF BOTH THE SPIRITUAL AND MENTAL ELEMENTS OF THE UNIVERSE CAN BE MULTIPLIED IN THEIR EXPRESSION, THEN BY THE LAW OF ANALOGY THE MATERIAL ELEMENTS OF THE UNIVERSE CAN ALSO BE MULTIPLIED, IF THE NECESSARY PROCESS CAN BE ASCERTAINED. THAT WHICH IS TRUE IN THE SUPERIOR IS TRUE IN THE INFERIOR. IF ALCHEMY BE A GREAT SPIRITUAL FACT, THEN IT IS ALSO A GREAT MATERIAL FACT. IF IT CAN TAKE PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE, IT CAN TAKE PLACE IN MAN; IF IT CAN TAKE PLACE IN MAN, IT CAN TAKE PLACE IN THE PLANTS AND MINERALS. IF ONE THING IN THE UNIVERSE GROWS, THEN EVERYTHING IN THE UNIVERSE GROWS. IF ONE THING CAN BE MULTIPLIED, THEN ALL THINGS CAN BE MULTIPLIED, "FOR THE SUPERIOR AGREES WITH THE INFERIOR AND THE INFERIOR AGREES WITH THE SUPERIOR." BUT AS THE WAY FOR THE REDEMPTION OF THE SOUL IS CONCEALED BY THE MYSTERIES, SO THE SECRETS FOR THE REDEMPTION OF THE METALS ARE ALSO CONCEALED, THAT THEY MAY NOT FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE PROFANE AND THEREBY BECOME PERVERTED. IF ANY WOULD GROW METALS, HE MUST FIRST LEARN THE SECRETS OF THE METALS: HE MUST REALIZE THAT ALL METALS--LIKE ALL STONES, PLANTS, ANIMALS, AND UNIVERSES--GROW FROM SEEDS, AND THAT THESE SEEDS ARE ALREADY IN THE BODY OF SUBSTANCE (THE WOMB OF THE WORLD VIRGIN); FOR THE SEED OF MAN IS IN THE UNIVERSE BEFORE HE IS BORN (OR GROWS), AND AS THE SEED OF THE PLANT EXISTS FOR ALL TIME THOUGH THE PLANT LIVE BUT A PART OF THAT TIME, SO THE SEEDS OF SPIRITUAL GOLD AND MATERIAL GOLD ARE EVER PRESENT IN ALL THINGS. THE METALS GROW THROUGHOUT THE AGES, BECAUSE LIFE IS IMPARTED TO THEM FROM THE SUN. THEY GROW IMPERCEPTIBLY, IN FORM LIKE TINY SHRUBS, FOR EVERYTHING GROWS IN SOME WAY. ONLY THE METHODS OF GROWTH DIFFER, ACCORDING TO KIND AND MAGNITUDE. ONE OF THE GREAT AXIOMS IS, "WITHIN EVERYTHING IS THE SEED OF EVERYTHING," ALTHOUGH BY THE SIMPLE PROCESSES OF NATURE IT MAY REMAIN LATENT FOR MANY CENTURIES, OR ITS GROWTH MAY BE EXCEEDINGLY SLOW. THEREFORE, EVERY GRAIN OF SAND CONTAINS NOT ONLY THE SEED OF THE PRECIOUS METALS AS WELL AS THE SEED OF THE PRICELESS GEMS, BUT ALSO THE SEEDS OF SUN, MOON, AND STARS. AS WITHIN THE NATURE OF MAN IS REFLECTED THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE IN MINIATURE, SO IN EACH GRAIN OF SAND, EACH DROP OF WATER, EACH TINY PARTICLE OF COSMIC DUST, ARE CONCEALED ALL THE PARTS AND ELEMENTS OF COSMOS IN THE FORM OF TINY SEED GERMS SO MINUTE THAT EVEN THE MOST POWERFUL MICROSCOPE CANNOT DETECT THEM. TRILLIONS OF TIMES SMALLER THAN THE ION OR ELECTRON, THESE SEEDS--UNRECOGNIZABLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE--AWAIT THE TIME ASSIGNED THEM FOR GROWTH AND EXPRESSION. (CONSIDER THE MONADS OF LEIBNITZ.) THERE ARE TWO METHODS WHEREBY GROWTH MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED. THE FIRST IS BY NATURE, FOR NATURE IS AN ALCHEMIST FOREVER ACHIEVING THE APPARENTLY IMPOSSIBLE. THE SECOND IS BY ART, AND THROUGH ART IS PRODUCED IN A COMPARATIVELY SHORT TIME THAT WHICH REQUIRES NATURE ALMOST ENDLESS PERIODS TO DUPLICATE. THE TRUE PHILOSOPHER, DESIRING TO ACCOMPLISH THE MAGNUM OPUS, PATTERNS HIS CONDUCT ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF NATURE, RECOGNIZING THAT THE ART OF ALCHEMY IS MERELY A METHOD COPIED FROM NATURE BUT WITH THE AID OF CERTAIN SECRET FORMULAE GREATLY SHORTENED BY BEING CORRESPONDINGLY INTENSIFIED. NATURE, IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE HER MIRACLES, MUST WORK THROUGH EITHER EXTENSIVENESS; OR INTENSIVENESS. THE EXTENSIVE PROCESSES OF NATURE ARE SUCH AS ARE USED IN THE TRANSMUTATION OF THE PITCH OF BLACK CARBON INTO DIAMONDS, REQUIRING BILLIONS OF YEARS OF NATURAL HARDENING. THE INTENSIVE PROCESS IS ART, WHICH IS EVER THE FAITHFUL SERVANT OF NATURE (AS DR. A. DEE SAYS), SUPPLEMENTING HER EVERY STEP AND COOPERATING WITH HER IN ALL HER WAYS. "SO, IN THIS PHILOSOPHICAL WORK, NATURE AND ART OUGHT SO LOVINGLY TO EMBRACE EACH OTHER, AS THAT ART MAY NOT REQUIRE WHAT NATURE DENIES, NOR NATURE DENY WHAT MAY BE PERFECTED BY ART. FOR NATURE ASSENTING, SHE DEMEANS HERSELF OBEDIENTLY TO EVERY ARTIST, WHILST BY THEIR INDUSTRY SHE IS HELPED, NOT HINDERED. " (DR. A. DEE IN HIS CHEMICAL COLLECTIONS.) BY MEANS OF THIS ART THE SEED WHICH IS WITHIN THE SOUL OF A STONE MAY BE MADE TO GERMINATE SO INTENSIVELY THAT IN A FEW MOMENTS A DIAMOND IS GROWN FROM THE SEED OF ITSELF. IF THE SEED OF THE DIAMOND WERE NOT IN THE MARBLE, GRANITE, AND SAND, A DIAMOND COULD NOT BE GROWN THEREFROM. BUT AS THE SEED IS WITHIN ALL THESE THINGS, A DIAMOND MAY BE GROWN OUT OF ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE IN THE UNIVERSE. IN SOME SUBSTANCES, HOWEVER, IT IS EASIER TO PERFORM THIS MIRACLE BECAUSE IN THEM THESE GERMS HAVE ALREADY BEEN LONG FERTILIZED AND ARE THUS MORE NEARLY PREPARED FOR THE VIVIFYING PROCESS OF THE ART. LIKEWISE, TO TEACH SOME MEN WISDOM IS EASIER THAN TO TEACH OTHERS, FOR SOME ALREADY HAVE A FOUNDATION UPON WHICH TO WORK, WHILE IN OTHERS THE THINKING FACULTIES ARE ENTIRELY DORMANT. ALCHEMY, THEREFORE, SHOULD BE REGARDED AS THE ART OF INCREASING AND BRINGING INTO PERFECT FLOWER WITH THE GREATEST POSSIBLE EXPEDITION. NATURE MAY ACCOMPLISH HER DESIRED END OR, BECAUSE OF THE DESTRUCTIVENESS EXERCISED BY ONE ELEMENT OVER ANOTHER, SHE MAY NOT; BUT WITH THE AID OF THE TRUE ART, NATURE ALWAYS ACCOMPLISHES HER END, FOR THIS ART IS NOT SUBJECT EITHER TO THE WASTING’S OF TIME OR TO THE VANDALISM OF ELEMENTAL REACTIONS. IN HIS HISTORY OF CHEMISTRY, JAMES CAMPBELL BROWN, LATE PROFESSOR OF CHEMISTRY IN THE UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL, SUMS UP THE ENDS WHICH ALCHEMISTS SOUGHT TO ACHIEVE, IN THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS: "THIS, THEREFORE, WAS THE GENERAL AIM OF THE ALCHEMISTS--TO CARRY OUT IN THE LABORATORY, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, THE PROCESSES WHICH NATURE CARRIED OUT IN THE INTERIOR OF THE EARTH. SEVEN LEADING PROBLEMS OCCUPIED THEIR ATTENTION:
"1. THE PREPARATION OF A COMPOUND NAMED ELIXIR, MAGISTERIUM MEDICINE, OR PHILOSOPHER'S STONE, WHICH POSSESSED THE PROPERTY OF TRANSMUTING THE BASER METALS INTO GOLD AND SILVER, AND OF PERFORMING MANY OTHER MARVELOUS OPERATIONS. 
"2. THE CREATION OF HOMUNCULI, OR LIVING. BEINGS, OF WHICH MANY WONDERFUL BUT INCREDIBLE TALES ARE TOLD.
"3. THE PREPARATION OF THE ALCAHEST OR UNIVERSAL SOLVENT, WHICH DISSOLVED EVERY SUBSTANCE WHICH WAS IMMERSED IN IT. *
"4. PALINGENESIS, OR THE RESTORATION OF A PLANT FROM ITS ASHES. HAD THEY SUCCEEDED IN THIS THEY WOULD HAVE HOPED TO BE ABLE TO RAISE THE DEAD. [PROFESSOR BROWN TAKES A GREAT DEAL FOR GRANTED.]
"5. THE PREPARATION OF SPIRITUS MUNDI, A MYSTIC SUBSTANCE POSSESSING MANY POWERS, THE PRINCIPAL OF WHICH WAS ITS CAPACITY OF DISSOLVING GOLD.
"6. THE EXTRACTION OF THE QUINTESSENCE OR ACTIVE PRINCIPLE OF ALL SUBSTANCES.
"7. THE PREPARATION OF AURUM POTABILE, LIQUID GOLD, A SOVEREIGN REMEDY, BECAUSE GOLD BEING ITSELF PERFECT COULD PRODUCE PERFECTION IN THE HUMAN FRAME."
ALCHEMICAL SYMBOLISM
IN ALCHEMY THERE ARE THREE SYMBOLIC SUBSTANCES: MERCURY, SULPHUR, AND SALT. TO THESE WAS ADDED A FOURTH MYSTERIOUS LIFE PRINCIPLE CALLED AZOTH. CONCERNING THE FIRST THREE, HERR VON WELLING HAS WRITTEN: "THERE ARE THREE BASIC CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES WHICH ARE CALLED BY THE PHILOSOPHERS SALT, SULPHUR, AND MERCURY, BUT WHICH ARE NOT TO BE CONFOUNDED IN ANY WAY WITH THE CRUDE SALT, SULPHUR, AND MERCURY TAKEN FROM THE EARTH OR SECURED FROM THE APOTHECARY. SALT, SULPHUR, AND MERCURY EACH HAS A TRIUNE NATURE, FOR EACH OF THESE SUBSTANCES CONTAINS, IN REALITY, ALSO THE OTHER TWO SUBSTANCES, ACCORDING TO THE SECRET ARCANUM OF THE WISE. THE BODY OF SALT IS, THEREFORE, THREEFOLD, NAMELY SALT, SULPHUR, AND MERCURY; BUT IN THE BODY OF SALT ONE OF THE THREE (SALT) PREDOMINATES. MERCURY IS LIKEWISE COMPOSED OF SALT, SULPHUR, AND MERCURY WITH THE LATTER ELEMENT PREDOMINATING. SULPHUR, SIMILARLY, IS ACTUALLY SALT, SULPHUR, AND MERCURY, WITH SULPHUR PREDOMINATING. THESE NINE DIVISIONS--3 TIMES 3, PLUS AZOTH (THE MYSTERIOUS UNIVERSAL LIFE FORCE), EQUALS 10, THE SACRED DECAD OF PYTHAGORAS. CONCERNING THE NATURE OF AZOTH THERE IS MUCH CONTROVERSY. SOME VIEW IT AS THE INVISIBLE, ETERNAL FIRE; OTHERS AS ELECTRICITY; STILL OTHERS AS MAGNETISM. TRANSCENDENTALISM REFER TO IT AS THE ASTRAL LIGHT. "THE UNIVERSE IS SURROUNDED BY THE SPHERE OF THE STARS. BEYOND THAT SPHERE IS THE SPHERE OF SCHAMAYIM, WHICH IS THE DIVINE FIERY WATER, THE FIRST OUTFLOW OF THE WORD OF GOD, THE FLAMING RIVER POURING FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE ETERNAL. SCHAMAYIM, THE FIERY ANDROGYNOUS WATER, DIVIDES. THE FIRE BECOMES THE SOLAR FIRE AND THE WATER BECOMES THE LUNAR WATER. SCHAMAYIM IS THE UNIVERSAL MERCURY--SOMETIMES CALLED AZOTH--THE MEASURELESS SPIRIT OF LIFE. THE SPIRITUAL FIERY ORIGINAL WATER--SCHAMAYIM--COMES THROUGH EDEN (IN HEBREW, VAPOR) AND POURS ITSELF INTO FOUR MAIN RIVERS [THE ELEMENTS]. THIS IS THE RIVER OF LIVING WATER--AZOTH [THE FIERY MERCURIAL ESSENCE] THAT FLOWS OUT FROM THE [SEXLESS] THRONE OF GOD AND THE LAMB. IN THIS EDEN [VAPOROUS ESSENCE OR MIST] IS THE SPIRITUAL EARTH [INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND INTANGIBLE], OR THE DUST APHAR, OUT OF WHICH GOD FORMED ADAM MIN HAADAMAH, THE SPIRITUAL BODY OF MAN, WHICH BODY MUST SOMETIME BECOME REVEALED." IN ANOTHER PART OF HIS WRITINGS VON WELLING ALSO SAYS THAT THERE WAS NO MATERIAL UNIVERSE UNTIL LUCIFER, ATTEMPTING TO PERFORM THE COSMIC ALCHEMY, MISUSED THE SCHAMAYIM, OR THE DIVINE FIRE. IN ORDER TO REESTABLISH THE SCHAMAYIM WHICH LUCIFER HAD-PERVERTED, THIS UNIVERSE WAS FORMED AS A MEANS OF LIBERATING IT FROM THE DARK CLOUD WITHIN WHICH IT WAS LOCKED BY THE FAILURE OF LUCIFER'S ATTEMPT TO CONTROL IT. THESE STATEMENTS CLEARLY EMPHASIZE THE FACT THAT THE EARLY PHILOSOPHERS RECOGNIZED IN THE HOLY BIBLE A BOOK OF CHEMICAL AND ALCHEMICAL FORMULAE. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS POINT BE KEPT IN MIND AT ALL TIMES. WOE TO THAT SEEKER WHO ACCEPTS AS LITERAL THE RAMBLING ALLEGORIES OF THE ALCHEMISTS. SUCH A ONE CAN NEVER ENTER THE INNER SANCTUARY OF TRUTH. ELIAS ASHMOLE IN HIS THEATRUM CHEMICUM BRITANNICUM THUS DESCRIBES THE METHODS EMPLOYED BY THE ALCHEMISTS TO CONCEAL THEIR TRUE DOCTRINES: "THEIR CHIEFEST STUDY WAS TO WRAP UP THEIR SECRETS IN FABLES, AND SPIN OUT THEIR FANCIES IN VAILES AND SHADOWS, WHOSE RADII SEEMS TO EXTEND EVERY WAY, YET SO, THAT THEY MEET IN A COMMON CENTER, AND POINT ONELY AT ONE THING." THE FACT THAT THE SCRIPTURES REVEAL A HIDDEN KNOWLEDGE, IF CONSIDERED ALLEGORICALLY, IS CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED BY A PARABLE DESCRIBING KING SOLOMON, HIS WIVES, CONCUBINES, AND VIRGINS, WHICH PARABLE OCCURS IN GEHEIME FIGUREN DER ROSENKREUZER, PUBLISHED IN ULTONA IN 1785. DR. HARTMANN, WHO TRANSLATED PART OF THIS WORK INTO ENGLISH, DECLARED THAT THE WIVES OF SOLOMON REPRESENTED THE ARTS, THE CONCUBINES THE SCIENCES, AND THE VIRGINS THE STILL UNREVEALED SECRETS OF NATURE. BY ORDER OF THE KING, THE VIRGINS WERE FORCED TO REMOVE THEIR VEILS, THUS SIGNIFYING THAT BY MEANS OF WISDOM (SOLOMON) THE MYSTIC ARTS WERE FORCED TO DISCLOSE THEIR HIDDEN PARTS TO THE PHILOSOPHER, WHILE TO THE UNINITIATED WORLD ONLY THE OUTSIDE GARMENTS WERE VISIBLE. (SUCH IS THE MYSTERY OF THE VEIL OF ISIS.) AS THE ALCHEMIST MUST DO HIS WORK IN FOUR WORLDS SIMULTANEOUSLY IF HE WOULD ACHIEVE THE MAGNUM OPUS, A TABLE SHOWING THE ANALOGIES OF THE THREE PRINCIPLES IN THE FOUR WORLDS MAY CLARIFY THE RELATIONSHIP WHICH THE VARIOUS PARTS BEAR TO EACH OTHER. THE EARLY MASTERS OF THE ART OF ALCHEMICAL SYMBOLISM DID NOT STANDARDIZE EITHER THEIR SYMBOLS OR THEIR TERMS. THUS, IT REQUIRED GREAT FAMILIARITY WITH THE SUBJECT COMBINED WITH CONSIDERABLE INTUITIVE POWER TO UNRAVEL SOME OF THEIR ENIGMATICAL STATEMENTS. THE THIRD AND FOURTH DIVISIONS OF THE FOLLOWING TABLE ARE GIVEN ALTERNATIVE RENDERINGS, OWING TO THE FACT THAT SOME AUTHORS DID NOT DRAW A CLEAR LINE BETWEEN SPIRIT AND SOUL. ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES, SPIRIT IS INDESTRUCTIBLE, BUT SOUL IS DESTRUCTIBLE. OBVIOUSLY, THEN, THEY ARE NOT SYNONYMOUS. IT IS CLEARLY STATED THAT "THE SOUL THAT SINS, IT SHALL DIE," BUT "THE SPIRIT SHALL RETURN UNTO GOD WHO GAVE IT." THE TABLE OF ANALOGIES, AS NEARLY AS THEY CAN BE ESTABLISHED, IS AS FOLLOWS:
THE TRIUNE POWER IN FOUR WORLDS
	WORLD OF THE LORD YAHWEH
	GOD FATHER [STEPHEN]
	GOD SON [JESUS]
	GOD MOTHER [VICTORIA]

	1. GOD [YAHWEH]
	FATHER [STEPHEN]
	SON [JESUS]
	HOLY GHOST [BROTHER JOHN]

	2. MAN
	SPIRIT
	SOUL
	BODY

	3. ELEMENTS
	AIR
	FIRE
	WATER

	4. CHEMICALS
	MERCURY
	SULPHUR
	SALT


THE ALTERNATIVE RENDERINGS OF 3 AND 4 ARE:
	WORLD OF YAHWEH
	FATHER [STEPHEN]
	SON [JESUS]
	MOTHER [VICTORIA]

	3. ELEMENTS
	FIRE
	AIR
	WATER

	4. CHEMICALS
	SULPHUR
	MERCURY
	SALT


PARACELSUS MADE A DIFFERENT ARRANGEMENT, SOMEWHAT ARISTOTELIAN, IN WHICH THE THREE PHASES OF THE TRIUNE GOD ARE OMITTED, COMBINING ONLY THE ELEMENTS OF THE SECOND, THIRD, AND FOURTH WORLDS:
	WORLD OF YAHWEH
	FATHER [STEPHEN]
	SON [JESUS]
	MOTHER [VICTORIA]

	2. MAN
	SPIRIT
	SOUL
	BODY

	3. ELEMENTS
	AIR
	WATER
	EARTH

	4. CHEMICALS
	SULPHUR
	MERCURY
	SALT


THE MAIN POINT, HOWEVER, IS PROVED: THE ALCHEMICAL PHILOSOPHERS USED THE SYMBOLS OF SALT, SULPHUR, AND MERCURY TO REPRESENT NOT ONLY CHEMICALS BUT THE SPIRITUAL AND INVISIBLE PRINCIPLES OF GOD, MAN, AND THE UNIVERSE. THE THREE SUBSTANCES (SALT, SULPHUR, AND MERCURY) EXISTING IN FOUR WORLDS, AS SHOWN IN THE TABLE, SUM UP TO THE SACRED NUMBER 12. AS THESE 12 ARE THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE GREAT WORK, THEY ARE CALLED IN REVELATION THE TWELVE FOUNDATION STONES OF THE SACRED CITY. IN LINE WITH THE SAME IDEA PYTHAGORAS ASSERTED THAT THE DODECAHEDRON, OR TWELVE-FACED SYMMETRICAL GEOMETRIC SOLID, WAS THE FOUNDATION OF THE UNIVERSE. MAY THERE NOT BE A RELATION ALSO BETWEEN THIS MYSTERIOUS 3 TIMES 4 AND THE FOUR PARTIES OF THREE WHICH IN THE LEGEND OF THE THIRD DEGREE OF FREEMASONRY GO FORTH TO THE FOUR ANGLES OF THE CHERUBIM, THE COMPOSITE CREATURE OF FOUR PARTS?
[image:  A TABLE OF MEDIÆVAL ALCHEMICAL SYMBOLS.]
A TABLE OF MEDIÆVAL ALCHEMICAL SYMBOLS.
HERMETISTS USED THE CURIOUS SYMBOLS SHOWN IN THIS RARE TABLE TO REPRESENT VARIOUS CHEMICAL ELEMENTS AND ALCHEMICAL PROCESSES. THE FULL MEANING OF THESE STRANGE CHARACTERS HAS NEVER BEEN REVEALED, THE CHARACTERS CONCEALING EFFECTUALLY WITHIN THEIR OWN FORMS THE OCCULT SECRETS REGARDING THE SPIRITUAL NATURE OF THE METALS AND ELEMENTS WHICH THEY REPRESENT. IN THEIR ALLEGORIES THE ALCHEMISTS ALSO WED HUMAN, ANIMAL, AND PLANT EMBLEMS; SOMETIMES WEIRD COMPOSITE FIGURES, SUCH AS THE DRAGON, THE WINGED SERPENT, THE UNICORN, AND THE PHOENIX. IN ALMOST EVERY CASE THEY SYMBOLIZED GOLD AS A KING WITH A CROWN ON HIS HEAD AND OFTEN WITH A SCEPTER IN HIS HAND. SOMETIMES THEY DEPICTED HIM WITH THE ACE OF THE SOLAR DISC SURROUNDED BY RAYS. SILVER WAS PERSONIFIED AS A WOMAN WHO THEY CALLED THE QUEEN. SHE WORE NO CROWN BUT OFTEN STOOD UPON A LUNAR CRESCENT: MUCH AFTER THE FASHION OF THE MADONNA. MERCURY WAS TYPIFIED AS A YOUTH WITH WINGS, OFTEN WITH TWO HEADS, CARRYING SERPENTS OR SOMETIMES THE CADUCEUS. LEAD THEY SYMBOLIZED BY AN OLD MAN WITH A SCYTHE IN HIS HAND; IRON BY A SOLDIER DRESSED IN ARMOR. TO AQUA FORTIS WAS GIVEN THE CURIOUS NAME "THE OSTRICH'S STOMACH," AND TO THE ATTAINMENT OF THE "GREAT WORK" THEY ASSIGNED THE SYMBOL OF THE PHŒNIX SITTING UPON A NEST OF FIRE. THE UNION OF ELEMENTS THEY SYMBOLIZED BY A MARRIAGE, THE PROCESS OF PUTREFACTION BY A SKULL, ANTIMONY BY A DRAGON. 
THE FOLLOWING TABLE SHOWS THE ANGLES TO WHICH THE PARTIES OF THREE (SALT, SULPHUR, AND MERCURY) GO IN SEARCH OF CHIRAM:
	THE FOUR "CORNERS" OF CREATION
	EAST
	SOUTH
	WEST
	NORTH

	THE FIXED SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC
	AQUARIUS
	LEO
	SCORPIO
	TAURUS

	THE PARTS OF THE CHERUBIM
	MAN
	LION
	EAGLE
	BULL

	THE FOUR SEASONS
	SPRING
	SUMMER
	AUTUMN
	WINTER

	THE AGES OF MAN
	CHILDHOOD
	YOUTH
	MATURITY
	AGE

	THE STAGES OF EXISTENCE
	BIRTH
	GROWTH
	MATURITY
	DECAY

	THE PARTS OF MAN'S CONSTITUTION
	SPIRIT
	SOUL
	MIND
	BODY

	THE FOUR ELEMENTS
	AIR
	FIRE
	WATER
	EARTH


ONE MORE TABLE SHOULD PROVE OF INTEREST TO MASONIC SCHOLARS: ONE SHOWING THE RELATIONSHIP EXISTING BETWEEN THE THREE SUBSTANCES, SALT, SULPHUR, AND MERCURY, AND CERTAIN SYMBOLS WITH WHICH MASONS ARE FAMILIAR. THIS TABLE ALSO HAS AN ALTERNATIVE RENDERING, BASED ON THE INTERBLENDING OF PHILOSOPHIC PRINCIPLES, WHICH ARE DIFFICULT--IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE--TO SEPARATE INTO CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER.
	1. THE THREE LIGHTS
	STELLAR FIRE
	SOLAR FIRE
	LUNAR FIRE

	2. THE THREE GRAND MASTERS
	HIRAM
	SOLOMON
	HIRAM OF TYRE

	3. THE GEOMETRIC SOLIDS
	SPHERE
	PYRAMID
	CUBE

	4. ALCHEMICAL SUBSTANCES
	MERCURY
	SULPHUR
	SALT


THE ALTERNATIVE RENDERING OF NO. 2 IS:
	2. THE THREE GRAND MASTERS
	SOLOMON
	HIRAM
	HIRAM OF TYRE


IN ALCHEMY IS FOUND AGAIN THE PERPETUATION OF THE UNIVERSAL MYSTERY; FOR AS SURELY AS JESUS DIED UPON THE CROSS, HIRAM (CHIRAM) AT THE WEST GATE OF THE TEMPLE, ORPHEUS ON THE BANKS OF THE RIVER HEBROS, CHRISTNA ON THE BANKS OF THE GANGES, AND OSIRIS IN THE COFFIN PREPARED BY TYPHON, SO IN ALCHEMY, UNLESS THE ELEMENTS FIRST DIE, THE GREAT WORK CANNOT BE ACHIEVED. THE STAGES OF THE ALCHEMICAL PROCESSES CAN BE TRACED IN THE LIVES AND ACTIVITIES OF NEARLY ALL THE WORLD SAVIORS AND TEACHERS, AND ALSO AMONG THE MYTHOLOGIES OF SEVERAL NATIONS. IT IS SAID IN THE HOLY BIBLE THAT "EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN AGAIN, HE CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF GOD." IN ALCHEMY IT IS DECLARED THAT WITHOUT PUTREFACTION THE GREAT WORK CANNOT BE ACCOMPLISHED. WHAT IS IT THAT DIES ON THE CROSS, IS BURIED IN THE TOMB OF THE MYSTERIES, AND THAT DIES ALSO IN THE RETORT AND BECOMES BLACK WITH PUTREFACTION? ALSO, WHAT IS IT THAT DOES THIS SAME THING IN THE NATURE OF MAN, THAT HE MAY RISE AGAIN, PHOENIX-LIKE, FROM HIS OWN ASHES (CAPUT MORTUUM)? THE SOLUTION IN THE ALCHEMICAL RETORT, IF DIGESTED A CERTAIN LENGTH OF TIME, WILL TURN INTO A RED ELIXIR, WHICH IS CALLED THE UNIVERSAL MEDICINE. IT RESEMBLES A FIERY WATER AND IS LUMINOUS IN THE DARK. DURING THE PROCESS OF DIGESTION, IT PASSES THROUGH MANY COLORS WHICH HAS GIVEN RISE TO ITS BEING CALLED THE PEACOCK BECAUSE OF ITS IRIDESCENCE DURING ONE OF THE PERIODS OF ITS DIGESTION. IF THE AUGMENTATIONS OF ITS POWER BE CARRIED TOO FAR, THE TEST TUBE CONTAINING THE SUBSTANCE WILL EXPLODE AND VANISH AS DUST. THIS COMMONLY OCCURS AND IS THE GREATEST DANGER INVOLVED IN THE PREPARATION OF THE MEDICINE FOR MEN AND METALS. IF DEVELOPED TOO FAR, IT WILL ALSO SEEP THROUGH THE GLASS, FOR THERE IS NO PHYSICAL CONTAINER SUFFICIENTLY STRONG TO HOLD IT, THE REASON FOR THIS IS THAT IT IS NO LONGER A SUBSTANCE BUT A DIVINE ESSENCE PARTAKING OF THE INTERPENETRATIVE POWER OF DIVINITY. WHEN IT IS PROPERLY DEVELOPED, THIS UNIVERSAL SOLVENT IN LIQUID FORM WILL DISSOLVE INTO ITSELF ALL OTHER METALS. IN THIS HIGH STATE THE UNIVERSAL SALT IS A LIQUID FIRE. THIS SALT DISSOLVED WITH THE PROPER AMOUNT OF ANY METAL AND RUN THROUGH THE DIFFERENT STAGES OF DIGESTION AND ROTATIONS; OF AUGMENTATIONS WILL EVENTUALLY BECOME A MEDICINE FOR THE TRANSMUTING OF INFERIOR METALS. THE TRUE WAY OF NATURE BY HERMES TRISMEGISTUS, GIVEN OUT BY A GENUINE FREEMASON, I.C.H., DESCRIBES THE DANGER OF OVER-AUGMENTING THE UNIVERSAL SALT: "BUT THIS MULTIPLICATION CANNOT BE CARRIED ON AD INFINITUM BUT IT ATTAINS COMPLETENESS IN THE NINTH ROTATION. FOR WHEN THIS TINCTURE HAS BEEN ROTATED NINE TIMES IT CANNOT BE EXALTED ANY FURTHER BECAUSE IT WILL NOT PERMIT ANY FURTHER SEPARATION. FOR AS SOON AS IT PERCEIVES ONLY THE SMALLEST DEGREE OF MATERIAL FIRE IT GOES INSTANTLY INTO A FLUX AND PASSES THROUGH THE GLASS LIKE HOT OIL THROUGH PAPER." 
IN CLASSIFYING THE PROCESSES THROUGH WHICH THE CHEMICAL ELEMENTS MUST PASS BEFORE THE HERMETIC MEDICINE IS PRODUCED, LACK OF UNIFORMITY IN TERMINOLOGY IS EVIDENCED, FOR IN THE TRUE WAY OF NATURE SEVEN STAGES ARE GIVEN, WHILE IN THE DICTIONNAIRE MYTHO-HERMÉTIQUE TWELVE ARE NOTED. THESE TWELVE ARE LINKED WITH THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC IN A MANNER WORTHY OF CONSIDERATION.
	1. ARIES, CALCINATION
	5. LEO, DIGESTION
	9. SAGITTARIUS, INCINERATION

	2. TAURUS, CONGELATION
	6. VIRGO, DISTILLATION
	10. CAPRICORN, FERMENTATION

	3. GEMINI, FIXATION
	7. LIBRA, SUBLIMATION
	11. AQUARIUS, MULTIPLICATION

	4. CANCER, DISSOLUTION
	8. SCORPIO, SEPARATION
	12. PISCES, PROJECTION


THIS ARRANGEMENT OPENS AN INTERESTING FIELD OF SPECULATION WHICH MAY BE OF GREAT SERVICE IF INTELLIGENTLY CARRIED OUT. THESE TWELVE "STEPS" LEADING UP TO THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE MAGNUM OPUS ARE A REMINDER OF THE TWELVE DEGREES OF THE ANCIENT ROSICRUCIAN MYSTERIES. TO A CERTAIN DEGREE, ROSICRUCIANISM WAS CHEMISTRY THEOLOGIZED AND ALCHEMY PHILOSOPHIZED. ACCORDING TO THE MYSTERIES, MAN WAS REDEEMED AS THE RESULT OF HIS PASSAGE IN ROTATION THROUGH THE TWELVE MANSIONS OF THE HEAVENS. THE TWELVE PROCESSES BY MEANS OF WHICH THE "SECRET ESSENCE" MAY BE DISCOVERED REMIND THE STUDENT FORCIBLY OF THE TWELVE FELLOW CRAFTSMEN WHO ARE SENT FORTH IN SEARCH OF THE MURDERED BUILDER OF THE UNIVERSE, THE UNIVERSAL MERCURY. ACCORDING TO SOLOMON TRISMOSIN, THE STAGES THROUGH WHICH MATTER PASSES IN ITS JOURNEY TOWARDS PERFECTION ARE DIVIDED INTO TWENTY-TWO PARTS, EACH OF WHICH IS REPRESENTED BY AN APPROPRIATE DRAWING. THERE IS AN IMPORTANT CONNECTION BETWEEN THE TWENTY-TWO EMBLEMS OF TRISMOSIN, THE TWENTY-TWO MAJOR CARDS OF THE TAROT, AND THE TWENTY-TWO LETTERS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET. THESE MYSTERIOUS TAROT CARDS ARE THEMSELVES AN ALCHEMICAL FORMULA, IF PROPERLY INTERPRETED. AS IF TO SUBSTANTIATE THE CLAIMS OF MEDIAEVAL PHILOSOPHERS THAT KING SOLOMON WAS A MASTER OF ALCHEMY, DR. FRANZ HARTMANN HAS NOTED THAT THE MUCH-ABUSED AND MISUNDERSTOOD SONG OF SOLOMON IS IN REALITY AN ALCHEMICAL FORMULA. THE STUDENT OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHY WILL IMMEDIATELY RECOGNIZE THE "DARK MAID OF JERUSALEM," NOT AS A PERSON BUT AS A MATERIAL SACRED TO THE SAGES. DR. HARTMANN WRITES: "THE 'SONG OF SOLOMON,' IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, IS A DESCRIPTION OF THE PROCESSES OF ALCHEMY. IN THIS SONG THE SUBJECTUM IS DESCRIBED IN CANT. I., 5; THE LILIUM ARTIS IN C. II., 1; THE PREPARATION AND PURIFICATION IN C. II., 4; THE FIRE IN C. II., 7, AND C. IV., 16, THE PUTREFACTION IN C. III., 1; SUBLIMATION AND DISTILLATION IN C. III., 6, COAGULATION AND CHANGE OF COLORS, C. V., 9 TO 14; FIXATION, C. II., 12, AND C. VIII., 4; MULTIPLICATION, C. VI., 7; AUGMENTATION AND PROJECTION, C. VIII., 8, ETC., ETC." A TINY PARTICLE OF THE PHILOSOPHER'S SCONE, IF CAST UPON THE SURFACE OF WATER, WILL, ACCORDING TO AN APPENDIX TO THE WORK ON THE UNIVERSAL SALT BY HERR VON WELLING, IMMEDIATELY BEGIN A PROCESS OF RECAPITULATING IN MINIATURE THE HISTORY OF THE UNIVERSE, FOR INSTANTLY THE TINCTURE--LIKE THE SPIRITS OF ELOHIM--MOVES UPON THE FACE OF THE WATERS. A MINIATURE UNIVERSE IS FORMED WHICH THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE AFFIRMED ACTUALLY RISES OUT OF THE WATER AND FLOATS IN THE AIR, WHERE IT PASSES THROUGH ALL THE STAGES OF COSMIC UNFOLDMENT AND FINALLY DISINTEGRATES INTO DUST AGAIN. NOT ONLY IS IT POSSIBLE TO PREPARE A MEDICINE FOR METALS; IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE TO PREPARE A TINCTURE FOR MINERALS BY MEANS OF WHICH PIECES OF GRANITE AND MARBLE CAN BE TURNED INTO PRECIOUS STONES; ALSO STONES OF INFERIOR QUALITY MAY BE IMPROVED. AS ONE OF THE GREAT ALCHEMISTS FITTINGLY OBSERVED, MAN'S QUEST FOR GOLD IS OFTEN HIS UNDOING, FOR HE MISTAKES THE ALCHEMICAL PROCESSES, BELIEVING THEM TO BE PURELY MATERIAL. HE DOES NOT REALIZE THAT THE PHILOSOPHER'S GOLD, THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE, AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S MEDICINE EXIST IN EACH OF THE FOUR WORLDS AND THAT THE CONSUMMATION OF THE EXPERIMENT CANNOT BE REALIZED UNTIL IT IS SUCCESSFULLY CARRIED ON IN FOUR WORLDS SIMULTANEOUSLY ACCORDING TO ONE FORMULA. FURTHERMORE, ONE OF THE CONSTITUENTS OF THE ALCHEMICAL FORMULA EXISTS ONLY WITHIN THE NATURE OF MAN HIMSELF, WITHOUT WHICH HIS CHEMICALS WILL NOT COMBINE, AND THOUGH HE, SPEND HIS LIFE AND FORTUNE IN CHEMICAL EXPERIMENTATION, HE WILL NOT PRODUCE THE DESIRED END. THE PARAMOUNT REASON WHY THE MATERIAL SCIENTIST IS INCAPABLE OF DUPLICATING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE MEDIAEVAL ALCHEMISTS--ALTHOUGH HE, FOLLOW EVERY STEP CAREFULLY AND ACCURATELY--IS THAT THE SUBTLE ELEMENT WHICH COMES OUT OF THE NATURE OF THE ILLUMINATED AND REGENERATED ALCHEMICAL PHILOSOPHER IS MISSING IN HIS EXPERIMENTATION. ON THIS SUBJECT DR. FRANZ HARTMANN IN A FOOTNOTE TO HIS TRANSLATION OF EXTRACTS FROM PARACELSUS CLEARLY EXPRESSES THE CONCLUSIONS OF A MODERN INVESTIGATOR OF ALCHEMICAL LORE: "I WISH TO WARN THE READER, WHO MIGHT BE INCLINED TO TRY ANY OF THE ALCHEMICAL PRESCRIPTIONS, NOT TO DO SO UNLESS HE IS AN ALCHEMIST, BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH I KNOW FROM PERSONAL EXPERIENCE THAT THESE PRESCRIPTIONS ARE NOT ONLY ALLEGORICALLY BUT LITERALLY TRUE, AND WILL PROVE SUCCESSFUL IN THE HANDS OF AN ALCHEMIST, THEY WOULD ONLY CAUSE A WASTE OF TIME AND MONEY IN THE HANDS OF ONE WHO HAS NOT THE NECESSARY QUALIFICATIONS. A PERSON WHO WANTS TO BE AN ALCHEMIST MUST HAVE IN HIMSELF THE 'MAGNESIA', WHICH MEANS, THE MAGNETIC POWER TO ATTRACT AND 'COAGULATE' INVISIBLE ASTRAL ELEMENTS." IN CONSIDERING THE FORMULAE ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES, IT MUST BE RECOGNIZED THAT THE EXPERIMENTS CANNOT BE SUCCESSFULLY CONDUCTED UNLESS THE ONE WHO PERFORMS THEM BE HIMSELF A MAGUS. IF TWO PERSONS, ONE AN INITIATE AND THE OTHER UNILLUMINATED IN THE SUPREME ART, WERE TO SET TO WORK, SIDE BY SIDE, USING THE SAME VESSELS, THE SAME SUBSTANCES, AND EXACTLY THE SAME MODUS OPERANDI, THE INITIATE WOULD PRODUCE HIS "GOLD" AND THE UNINITIATED WOULD NOT. UNLESS THE GREATER ALCHEMY HAS FIRST TAKEN PLACE WITHIN THE SOUL OF MAN, HE CANNOT PERFORM THE LESSER ALCHEMY IN THE RETORT. THIS IS AN INVARIABLE RULE, ALTHOUGH IT IS CUNNINGLY HIDDEN IN THE ALLEGORIES AND EMBLEMS OF HERMETIC PHILOSOPHY. UNLESS A MAN BE "BORN AGAIN" HE CANNOT ACCOMPLISH THE GREAT WORK, AND IF THE STUDENT OF ALCHEMICAL FORMULAE WILL REMEMBER THIS, IT WILL SAVE HIM MUCH SORROW AND DISAPPOINTMENT. TO SPEAK OF THAT PART OF THE MYSTERY WHICH IS CONCERNED WITH THE SECRET LIFE PRINCIPLE WITHIN THE ACTUAL NATURE OF MAN, IS FORBIDDEN, FOR IT IS DECREED BY THE MASTERS OF THE ART THAT EACH SHALL DISCOVER THAT FOR HIMSELF AND ON THIS SUBJECT, IT IS UNLAWFUL TO SPEAK AT GREATER LENGTH.
THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF ALCHEMY
PART TWO
ALL TRUE PHILOSOPHERS OF THE NATURAL OR HERMETIC SCIENCES BEGIN THEIR LABORS WITH A PRAYER TO THE SUPREME ALCHEMIST OF THE UNIVERSE, BESEECHING HIS ASSISTANCE IN THE CONSUMMATION OF THE MAGNUM OPUS. THE PRAYER THAT FOLLOWS, WRITTEN IN A PROVINCIAL, GERMAN CENTURIES AGO BY AN ADEPT NOW UNKNOWN, IS REPRESENTATIVE: "O HOLY AND HALLOWED TRINITY, THOU UNDIVIDED AND TRIPLE UNITY! CAUSE ME TO SINK INTO THE ABYSS OF THY LIMITLESS ETERNAL FIRE, FOR ONLY IN THAT FIRE CAN THE MORTAL NATURE OF MAN BE CHANGED INTO HUMBLE DUST, WHILE THE NEW BODY OF THE SALT UNION LIES IN THE LIGHT. OH, MELT ME AND TRANSMUTE ME IN THIS THY HOLY FIRE, SO THAT ON THE DAY AT THY COMMAND THE FIERY WATERS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT DRAW ME OUT FROM THE DARK DUST, GIVING ME NEW BIRTH AND MAKING ME ALIVE WITH HIS BREATH. MAY I ALSO BE EXALTED THROUGH THE HUMBLE HUMILITY OF THY SON, RISING THROUGH HIS ASSISTANCE OUT OF THE DUST AND ASHES AND CHANGING INTO A PURE SPIRITUAL BODY OF RAINBOW COLORS LIKE UNTO THE TRANSPARENT, CRYSTAL-LIKE, PARADISIACAL GOLD, THAT MY OWN NATURE MAY BE REDEEMED AND PURIFIED LIKE THE ELEMENTS BEFORE ME IN THESE GLASSES AND BOTTLES. DIFFUSE ME IN THE WATERS OF LIFE AS THOUGH I WERE IN THE WINE CELLAR OF THE ETERNAL SOLOMON. HERE THE FIRE OF THY [SEXLESS] LOVE WILL RECEIVE NEW FUEL AND WILL BLAZE FORTH SO THAT NO STREAMS CAN EXTINGUISH IT. THROUGH THE AID OF THIS DIVINE FIRE, MAY I IN THE END BE FOUND WORTHY TO BE CALLED INTO THE ILLUMINATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS. MAY I THEN BE SEALED UP WITH THE LIGHT OF THE NEW WORLD THAT I MAY ALSO ATTAIN UNTO THE IMMORTALITY AND GLORY WHERE THERE SHALL BE NO MORE ALTERNATION OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS. AMEN."
THE ORIGIN OF ALCHEMICAL FORMULÆ
APPARENTLY BUT FEW OF THE MEDIAEVAL ALCHEMISTS DISCOVERED THE GREAT ARCANUM WITHOUT AID, SOME AUTHORS DECLARING THAT NONE OF THEM ATTAINED THE DESIRED END WITHOUT THE ASSISTANCE OF A MASTER OR TEACHER. IN EVERY INSTANCE THE IDENTITY OF THESE MASTERS HAS BEEN CAREFULLY CONCEALED, AND EVEN DURING THE MIDDLE AGES SPECULATION RAN RIFE CONCERNING THEM. IT WAS CUSTOMARY TO CALL SUCH ILLUMINATED SAGES ADEPTS, A TITLE WHICH INDICATED THAT THEY POSSESSED THE TRUE SECRETS OF TRANSMUTATION AND MULTIPLICATION. THESE ADEPTS WERE POLYONYMOUS INDIVIDUALS WHO UNEXPECTEDLY APPEARED AND DISAPPEARED AGAIN, LEAVING NO TRACE OF THEIR WHEREABOUTS. THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT A CERTAIN DEGREE OF ORGANIZATION EXISTED AMONG THEM. THE MOST POWERFUL OF THE ALCHEMICAL ORGANIZATIONS WERE THE ROSICRUCIAN’S, THE ILLUMINATI, AND CERTAIN ARABIAN AND SYRIAN SECTS. IN THE DOCUMENTS WHICH FOLLOW, REFERENCES ARE MADE TO THE "BRETHREN "OR "BROTHERS. " THESE ARE TO SIGNIFY THAT THOSE WHO HAD ACTUALLY ACCOMPLISHED THE MAGNUM OPUS WERE BANDED TOGETHER AND KNOWN TO EACH OTHER BY CIPHER CODES AND SECRET SIGNS OR SYMBOLS. APPARENTLY, A NUMBER OF THESE ILLUMINATED ADEPTS DWELT IN ARABIA, FOR SEVERAL OF THE GREAT EUROPEAN ALCHEMISTS WERE INITIATED IN ASIA MINOR. WHEN A DISCIPLE OF THE ALCHEMICAL ARTS HAD LEARNED THE SUPREME SECRET, HE GUARDED IT JEALOUSLY, REVEALING TO NO MAN HIS PRICELESS TREASURE. HE WAS NOT PERMITTED TO DISCLOSE IT EVEN TO THE MEMBERS OF HIS IMMEDIATE FAMILY. AS THE YEARS PASSED, ONE WHO HAD DISCOVERED THE SECRET--OR, MORE PROPERLY, ONE TO WHOM IT HAD BEEN REVEALED--SOUGHT FOR SOME YOUNGER MAN WORTHY TO BE ENTRUSTED WITH THE FORMULAE. TO THIS ONE, AND TO THIS ONE ONLY, AS A RULE, THE PHILOSOPHER WAS PERMITTED TO DISCLOSE THE ARCANUM. THE YOUNGER MAN THEN BECAME THE "PHILOSOPHICAL SON" OF THE OLD SAGE, AND TO HIM THE LATTER BEQUEATHED HIS SECRETS. OCCASIONALLY, HOWEVER, AN ADEPT, ON FINDING A SINCERE AND EARNEST SEEKER, WOULD INSTRUCT HIM IN THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE ART, AND IF THE DISCIPLE PERSISTED, HE WAS QUIETLY INITIATED INTO THE AUGUST FRATERNITY OF THE BRETHREN. IN SUCH MANNER THE ALCHEMICAL PROCESSES WERE PRESERVED, BUT THE NUMBER OF THOSE WHO KNEW THEM DID NOT INCREASE RAPIDLY. DURING THE SIXTEENTH, SEVENTEENTH, AND EIGHTEENTH CENTURIES A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF ALCHEMICAL ADEPTS MADE THEIR WAY FROM PLACE TO PLACE THROUGHOUT EUROPE, APPEARING AND DISAPPEARING APPARENTLY AT WILL. ACCORDING TO POPULAR TRADITION, THESE ADEPTS WERE IMMORTAL, AND KEPT THEMSELVES ALIVE BY MEANS OF THE MYSTERIOUS MEDICINE THAT WAS ONE OF THE GOALS OF ALCHEMICAL ASPIRATION. IT IS ASSERTED THAT SOME LIVED HUNDREDS OF YEARS, TAKING NO FOOD EXCEPT THIS ELIXIR, A FEW DROPS OF WHICH WOULD PRESERVE THEIR YOUTH FOR A LONG PERIOD OF TIME. THAT SUCH MYSTERIOUS MEN DID EXIST THERE CAN BE LITTLE DOUBT, AS THEIR PRESENCE IS ATTESTED BY SCORES OF RELIABLE WITNESSES. IT IS FURTHER ASSERTED THAT THEY ARE STILL TO BE FOUND BY THOSE WHO HAVE QUALIFIED THEMSELVES TO CONTACT THEM. THE PHILOSOPHERS TAUGHT THAT LIKE ATTRACTS LIKE, AND THAT WHEN THE DISCIPLE HAS DEVELOPED A VIRTUE AND INTEGRITY ACCEPTABLE TO THE ADEPTS, THEY WILL APPEAR TO HIM AND REVEAL THOSE PARTS OF THE SECRET PROCESSES WHICH CANNOT BE DISCOVERED WITHOUT SUCH HELP. "WISDOM IS AS A FLOWER FROM WHICH THE BEE ITS HONEY MAKES AND THE SPIDER POISON, EACH ACCORDING TO ITS OWN NATURE." (BY AN UNKNOWN ADEPT.) THE READER MUST BEAR IN MIND AT ALL TIMES THAT THE FORMULAE AND EMBLEMS OF ALCHEMY ARE TO BE TAKEN PRIMARILY AS ALLEGORICAL SYMBOLS; FOR UNTIL THEIR ESOTERIC SIGNIFICANCE HAS BEEN COMPREHENDED, THEIR LITERAL INTERPRETATION IS VALUELESS. NEARLY EVERY ALCHEMICAL FORMULA HAS ONE ELEMENT PURPOSELY OMITTED, IT BEING DECIDED BY THE MEDIAEVAL PHILOSOPHERS THAT THOSE WHO COULD NOT WITH THEIR OWN INTELLIGENCE DISCOVER THAT MISSING SUBSTANCE OR PROCESS WERE NOT QUALIFIED TO BE ENTRUSTED WITH SECRETS WHICH COULD GIVE THEM CONTROL OVER GREAT MASSES OF HUMANITY AND LIKEWISE SUBJECT TO THEIR WILL THE ELEMENTAL FORCES OF NATURE.
THE EMERALD TABLE OF HERMES
THE OLDEST AND MOST REVERED OF ALL THE ALCHEMICAL FORMULAE IS THE SACRED EMERALD TABLET OF HERMES. AUTHORITIES DO NOT AGREE AS TO THE GENUINENESS OF THIS TABLE, SOME DECLARING IT TO BE A POST-CHRISTIAN FRAUD, BUT THERE IS MUCH EVIDENCE THAT, REGARDLESS OF ITS AUTHOR, THE TABLE IS OF GREAT ANTIQUITY. WHILE THE SYMBOL OF THE EMERALD TABLE IS OF SPECIAL MASONIC IMPORT--RELATING AS IT DOES TO THE PERSONALITY OF CHIRAM (HIRAM)--IT IS FIRST AND FUNDAMENTALLY AN ALCHEMICAL FORMULA, RELATING BOTH TO THE ALCHEMY OF THE BASE METALS AND THE DIVINE ALCHEMY OF HUMAN REGENERATION. IN DR. SIGISMUND BACSTROM'S COLLECTION OF ALCHEMICAL MANUSCRIPTS IS A SECTION DEVOTED TO THE TRANSLATIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS OF THIS REMARKABLE TABLET, WHICH WAS KNOWN TO THE ANCIENTS AS THE TABULA SMARAGDINA. DR. BACSTROM WAS INITIATED INTO THE BROTHERHOOD OF THE ROSE CROSS ON THE ISLAND OF MAURITIUS BY ONE OF THOSE UNKNOWN ADEPTS WHO AT THAT TIME CALLED HIMSELF COMTE DE CHAZAL. DR. BACSTROM'S TRANSLATIONS AND NOTES ON THE EMERALD TABLET ARE, IN PART, AS FOLLOWS, THE ACTUAL TEXT BEING REPRODUCED IN CAPITAL LETTERS: "THE EMERALD TABLE, THE MOST ANCIENT MONUMENT OF THE CHALDEANS CONCERNING THE LAPIS PHILOSOPHORUM (THE STONE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS). "THE EMERALD TABLE FURNISHES THE ORIGIN OF THE ALLEGORICAL HISTORY OF KING HIRAM (RATHER CHIRAM). THE CHALDEANS, EGYPTIANS, AND HEBREWS IN WHAT CONCERNS CHIRAM HAVE TAKEN THEIR KNOWLEDGE FROM ONE AND THE SAME FOUNTAIN; HOMERUS, WHO RELATES THIS HISTORY IN A DIFFERENT MANNER, FOLLOWED THAT ORIGINAL, AND VIRGIL FOLLOWED---
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THE KEY TO ALCHEMY ACCORDING TO THE EGYPTIANS.
[bookmark: img_15800]THE PRIESTS OF EGYPT NOT ONLY USED THE SCARAB AS A SYMBOL OF REGENERATION BUT ALSO DISCOVERED IN ITS HABITS MANY ANALOGIES TO THE SECRET PROCESS WHEREBY BASE METALS COULD BE TRANSMUTED INTO GOLD. THEY SAW IN THE EGG OF THE SCARAB THE SEED OF THE METALS, AND THE ABOVE FIGURE SHOWS THE PATH OF THIS SEED THROUGH THE VARIOUS PLANETARY BODIES UNTIL, FINALLY REACHING THE CENTER, IT IS PERFECTED AND THEN RETURNS AGAIN TO ITS SOURCE. THE WORDS IN THE MALL SPIRAL AT THE TOP READ: "THE SPIRAL PROGRESS OF THE MUNDANE SPIRIT." AFTER THE SCARAB HAS WOUND ITS WAY AROUND THE SPIRAL TO THE CENTER OF THE LOWER PART OF THE FIGURE, IT RETURNS TO THE UPPER WORLD ALONG THE PATH BEARING THE WORDS: "RETURN OF THE SPIRIT TO THE CENTER OF UNITY." [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] HOMERUS, AS HESIODUS TOOK THE SUBJECT FOR HIS THEOGONY LIKEWISE FROM THENCE, WHICH OVIDIUS TOOK AFTERWARDS FOR A PATTERN FOR HIS METAMORPHOSIS. THE KNOWLEDGE OF NATURE'S SECRET OPERATIONS CONSTITUTES THE PRINCIPAL SENSE OF ALL THESE ANCIENT WRITINGS, BUT IGNORANCE FRAMED OUT OF IT THAT EXTERNAL OR VEILED MYTHOLOGY AND THE LOWER CLASS OF PEOPLE TURNED IT INTO IDOLATRY. "THE GENUINE TRANSLATION FROM THE ORIGINAL VERY ANCIENT CHALDEES IS AS FOLLOWS: "THE SECRET WORKS OF CHIRAM ONE IN ESSENCE, BUT THREE IN ASPECT. "(THE TWO FIRST LARGE WORDS MEAN THE SECRET WORK.) "(THE SECOND LINE IN LARGE LETTERS, READS: CHIRAM TELAT MACHASOT, I.E. CHIRAM THE UNIVERSAL AGENT, ONE IN ESSENCE BUT THREE IN ASPECT.) 'IT IS TRUE, NO LIE, CERTAIN, AND TO BE DEPENDED UPON, THE SUPERIOR AGREES WITH THE INFERIOR, AND THE INFERIOR WITH THE SUPERIOR, TO EFFECT THAT ONE TRULY WONDERFUL WORK. AS ALL THINGS OWE THEIR EXISTENCE TO THE WILL OF THE ONLY ONE, SO ALL THINGS OWE THEIR ORIGIN TO THE ONE ONLY THING, THE MOST HIDDEN, BY THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE ONLY GOD. THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF THAT ONE ONLY THING IS THE SUN, ITS MOTHER [VICTORIA] IS THE MOON, THE WIND CARRIES IT IN ITS BELLY; BUT ITS NOURSE IS A SPIRITUOUS EARTH. THAT ONE ONLY THING (AFTER GOD) IS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL THINGS IN THE UNIVERSE. ITS POWER IS PERFECT, AFTER IT HAS BEEN UNITED TO A SPIRITUOUS EARTH. "(PROCESS--FIRST DISTILLATION.) SEPARATE THAT SPIRITUOUS EARTH FROM THE DENSE OR CRUDE BY MEANS OF A GENTLE HEAT, WITH MUCH ATTENTION. "(LAST DIGESTION.) IN GREAT MEASURE IT ASCENDS FROM THE EARTH UP TO HEAVEN, AND DESCENDS AGAIN, NEWBORN, ON THE EARTH, AND THE SUPERIOR AND THE INFERIOR ARE INCREASED IN POWER. THE AZOTH ASCENDS FROM THE EARTH, FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE GLASS, AND REDESCENDS IN VEINS AND DROPS INTO THE EARTH AND BY THIS CONTINUAL CIRCULATION THE AZOTH IS MORE AND MORE SUBTILIZED, VOLATILIZES SOL AND CARRIES THE VOLATILIZED SOLAR ATOMS ALONG WITH IT AND THEREBY BECOMES A SOLAR AZOTH, I.E. OUR THIRD, AND GENUINE SOPHIC MERCURY, AND THIS CIRCULATION OF THE SOLAR AZOTH MUST CONTINUE UNTIL IT CEASES OF ITSELF, AND THE EARTH HAS SUCKED IT ALL IN, WHEN IT MUSE BECOME THE BLACK PITCHY MATTER, THE TOAD [THE SUBSTANCES IN THE ALCHEMICAL RETORT AND ALSO THE LOWER ELEMENTS IN THE BODY OF MAN], WHICH DENOTES COMPLETE PUTREFACTION OR DEATH OF THE COMPOUND. "BY THIS THOU WILT PARTAKE OF THE HONOURS OF THE WHOLE WORLD. WITHOUT DOUBT AS THE BLACK, PITCHY MATTER WILL AND MUST OF NECESSITY BECOME WHITE AND RED, AND THE RED HAVING BEEN CARRIED TO PERFECTION, MEDICINALLY AND FOR METALS, IS THEN FULLY CAPABLE TO PRESERVE MENTEM SANAM IN CORPORE SANO UNTIL THE NATURAL PERIOD OF LIFE AND PROMISE US AMPLE MEANS, IN INFINITUM MULTIPLIABLE, TO BE BENEVOLENT AND CHARITABLE WITHOUT ANY DIMINUTION OF OUR INEXHAUSTIBLE RESOURCES, THEREFORE WELL MAY IT BE CALLED THE GLORY [HONOURS] OF THE WHOLE WORLD, AS TRULY THE STUDY AND CONTEMPLATION OF THE L. P. [LAPIS PHILOSOPHORUM], HARMONIZING WITH DIVINE TRUTHS, ELEVATES THE MIND TO GOD OUR CREATOR AND MERCIFUL FATHER [STEPHEN], AND IF HE SHOULD PERMIT US TO POSSESS IT PRACTICALLY MUST ERADICATE THE VERY PRINCIPLE OF AVARICE, ENVY, AND EVIL INCLINATIONS, AND CAUSE OUR HEARTS TO MELT IN GRATITUDE TOWARD HIM THAT HAS BEEN SO KIND TO US! THEREFORE, THE PHILOSOPHERS SAY WITH GREAT TRUTH, THAT THE L. P. EITHER FINDS A GOOD MAN OR MAKES ONE. "AND DARKNESS WILL FLY FROM THEE. BY INVIGORATING THE ORGANS THE SOUL MAKES USE OF FOR COMMUNICATING WITH EXTERIOR OBJECTS, THE SOUL MUST ACQUIRE GREATER POWERS NOT ONLY FOR CONCEPTION BUT ALSO FOR RETENTION, AND THEREFORE IF WE WISH TO OBTAIN STILL MORE KNOWLEDGE, THE ORGANS AND SECRET SPRINGS OF PHYSICAL LIFE BEING WONDERFULLY STRENGTHENED AND INVIGORATED, THE SOUL MUST ACQUIRE NEW POWERS FOR CONCEIVING AND RETAINING, ESPECIALLY IF WE PRAY TO GOD FOR KNOWLEDGE, AND CONFIRM OUR PRAYERS BY FAITH, ALL OBSCURITY MUST VANISH OF COURSE. THAT THIS HAS NOT BEEN THE CASE WITH ALL POSSESSORS, WAS THEIR OWN FAULT, AS THEY CONTENTED THEMSELVES MERELY WITH THE TRANSMUTATION OF METALS. "(USE.) THIS IS THE STRENGTH OF ALL POWERS. THIS IS A VERY STRONG FIGURE, TO INDICATE THAT THE L. P. POSITIVELY DOES POSSESS ALL THE POWERS CONCEALED IN NATURE, NOT FOR DESTRUCTION BUT FOR EXALTATION AND REGENERATION OF MATTER, IN THE THREE DEPARTMENTS OF NATURE. "WITH THIS THOU WILT BE ABLE TO OVERCOME ALL THINGS, AND TO TRANSMUTE ALL WHAT IS FINE (☉☽) AND WHAT IS COARSE (♃♄ ♀ ♂ ☿ [image: http://www.sacred-texts.com/eso/sta/img/15800.jpg]). IT WILL CONQUER EVERY SUBTIL THING, OF COURSE, AS IT REFIXES THE MOST SUBTIL OXYGEN INTO ITS OWN FIERY NATURE AND THAT WITH MORE POWER, PENETRATION AND VIRTUE, IN A TENFOLD RATIO, AT EVERY MULTIPLICATION, AND EACH TIME IN A MUCH SHORTER PERIOD, UNTIL ITS POWER BECOMES INCALCULABLE, WHICH MULTIPLIED POWER ALSO PENETRATES [OVERCOMES] EVERY SOLID THING, SUCH AS UNCONQUERABLE GOLD AND SILVER, THE OTHERWISE UNALTERABLE MERCURY, CRYSTALS AND GLASS FLUXES, TO WHICH IT IS ABLE TO GIVE NATURAL HARDNESS AND FIXITY, AS PHILALETHA DOES ATTEST, AND IS PROVED BY AN ARTIFICIAL DIAMOND, IN MY FATHER'S TIME, IN POSSESSION OF PRINCE LICHTENSTEIN IN VIENNA, VALUED AT FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DUCATS, FIXED BY THE LAPIS [PHILOSOPHER'S STONE]. "IN THIS MANNER THE WORLD WAS CREATED; THE ARRANGEMENTS TO FOLLOW THIS ROAD ARE HIDDEN. FOR THIS REASON, I AM CALLED CHIRAM TELAT MECHASOT, ONE IN ESSENCE, BUT THREE IN ASPECT. IN THIS TRINITY IS HIDDEN THE WISDOM OF THE WHOLE WORLD (I.E., IN CHIRAM AND ITS USE). IT IS THOUGHT THAT HERMES WAS MOSES OR ZOROASTER, OTHERWISE HERMES SIGNIFIES A SERPENT, AND THE SERPENT USED TO BE AN EMBLEM OF KNOWLEDGE OR WISDOM. THE SERPENT IS MET WITH EVERYWHERE AMONGST THE HIEROGLYPHICS OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS, SO IS THE GLOBE WITH WINGS, THE SUN AND MOON, DRAGONS AND GRIFFINS, WHEREBY THE EGYPTIANS DENOTED THEIR SUBLIME KNOWLEDGE OF THE LAPIS PHILOSOPHORUM, ACCORDING TO SUIDAS, THE HINTS IN THE SCRIPTURES, AND EVEN DE NON WHERE HE SPEAKS OF THE SANCTUARIES OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN TEMPLES. "IT IS ENDED NOW, WHAT I HAVE SAID CONCERNING THE EFFECTS OF THE SUN. FINISH OF THE TABULA SMARAGDINA. WHAT I HAVE SAID OR TAUGHT OF THE SOLAR WORK, IS NOW FINISHED. THE PERFECT SEED, FIT FOR MULTIPLICATION. "THIS I KNOW IS ACKNOWLEDGED TO BE THE GENUINE TABULA SMARAGDINA HERMETIS."
A LETTER FROM THE BROTHERS OF R. C. (ROSE CROSS)
ALTHOUGH EUGENIUS PHILALETHES DISCLAIMED MEMBERSHIP IN THE ROSICRUCIAN FRATERNITY, IT IS BELIEVED THAT FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS HE WAS THE HEAD OF THAT ORDER. IN A LITTLE WORK CALLED LUMEN DE LUMINE, OR A NEW MAGICAL LIGHT DISCOVERED AND COMMUNICATED TO THE WORLD, PUBLISHED IN LONDON IN 1651, EUGENIUS PHILALETHES GIVES A REMARKABLE LETTER, PRESUMABLY FROM THE ROSICRUCIAN ORDER. ACCOMPANYING THE LETTER IS AN EMBLEMATIC FIGURE SETTING FORTH IN SYMBOLIC FORM THE PROCESSES AND FORMULAE OF THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE. THIS EPISTLE IS AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF THE ROSICRUCIAN SYSTEM OF COMBINING ABSTRACT THEOLOGICAL SPECULATIONS WITH CONCRETE CHEMICAL FORMULAE. WITH THE AID OF THE MATERIAL CONTAINED IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THIS PRESENT BOOK THE STUDENT WOULD DO WELL TO SET HIMSELF THE TASK OF SOLVING THE RIDDLE CONTAINED IN THIS HIEROGLYPH. "A LETTER FROM THE BROTHERS OF R. C. CONCERNING THE INVISIBLE, MAGICAL MOUNTAIN, AND THE TREASURE THEREIN CONTAINED. "EVERY MAN NATURALLY DESIRES A SUPERIORITY, TO HAVE TREASURES OF GOLD AND SILVER [INTELLECT AND SOUL], AND TO SEEM GREAT IN THE EYES OF THE WORLD. GOD INDEED CREATED ALL THINGS FOR THE USE OF MAN, THAT HE MIGHT RULE OVER THEM, AND ACKNOWLEDGE THEREIN THE SINGULAR GOODNESS AND OMNIPOTENCE OF GOD, GIVE HIM THANKS FOR HIS BENEFITS, HONOR HIM AND PRAISE HIM. BUT THERE IS NO MAN LOOKS AFTER THESE THINGS, OTHERWISE THAN BY SPENDING HIS DAYS IDLY; THEY WOULD ENJOY THEM WITHOUT ANY PREVIOUS LABOR AND DANGER; NEITHER DO THEY LOOK THEM OUT OF THAT PLACE WHERE GOD HATH TREASURED THEM UP, WHO EXPECTS ALSO THAT MAN SHOULD SEEK FOR THEM THERE, AND TO THOSE THAT SEEK WILL HE GIVE THEM. BUT THERE IS NOT ANY THAT LABORS FOR A POSSESSION IN THAT PLACE, AND THEREFORE THESE RICHES ARE NOT FOUND: FOR THE WAY TO THIS PLACE, AND THE PLACE ITSELF HATH BEEN UNKNOWN FOR A LONG TIME, AND IT IS HIDDEN FROM THE GREATEST PART OF THE WORLD. BUT NOTWITHSTANDING IT BE DIFFICULT AND LABORIOUS TO FIND OUT THIS WAY AND PLACE, YET THE PLACE SHOULD BE SOUGHT AFTER. "BUT IT IS NOT THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD TO CONCEAL ANYTHING FROM THOSE THAT ARE HIS, AND THEREFORE IN THIS LAST AGE, BEFORE THE FINAL JUDGMENT COMES, ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE MANIFESTED TO THOSE THAT ARE WORTHY [EXCEPT WHAT IS KEPT FOR THE LORD ALONE IN MATTHEW 24:36-44 & MARK 13:32-37!]: AS HE HIMSELF (THOUGH OBSCURELY, LEST IT SHOULD BE MANIFESTED TO, THE UNWORTHY) HATH SPOKEN IN A CERTAIN PLACE: THERE IS NOTHING COVERED THAT SHALL NOT BE REVEALED, AND HIDDEN THAT SHALL NOT BE KNOWN. WE THEREFORE BEING MOVED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, DO DECLARE THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD TO THE WORLD, WHICH WE HAVE ALSO ALREADY PERFORMED AND PUBLISHED IN SEVERAL LANGUAGES. BUT MOST MEN EITHER REVILE, OR CONTEMNE THAT, OUR MANIFESTO, (THE FAMA AND CONFESSIO FRATERNITATIS) OR ELSE WAIVING THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THEY EXPECT THE PROPOSALS THEREOF FROM US, SUPPOSING WE WILL STRAIGHTWAY TEACH THEM HOW TO MAKE GOLD BY ART, OR FURNISH THEM WITH AMPLE TREASURES, WHEREBY THEY MAY LIVE POMPOUSLY IN THE FACE OF THE WORLD, SWAGGER, AND MAKE WARS, TURN USURERS, GLUTTONS, AND DRUNKARDS, LIVE UNCHASTELY, AND DEFILE THEIR WHOLE LIFE WITH SEVERAL OTHER SINS, ALL WHICH THINGS ARE CONTRARY TO THE BLESSED WILL OF GOD. THESE MEN SHOULD HAVE LEARNT FROM THOSE TEN VIRGINS (WHEREOF FIVE THAT WERE FOOLISH DEMANDED OIL FOR THEIR LAMPS, FROM THOSE FIVE THAT WERE WISE) HOW THAT THE CASE IS MUCH OTHERWISE. "IT IS EXPEDIENT THAT EVERY MAN SHOULD LABOR FOR THIS TREASURE BY THE [SEXLESS] ASSISTANCE OF GOD, AND HIS OWN PARTICULAR SEARCH AND INDUSTRY. BUT THE PERVERSE INTENTIONS OF THESE FELLOWS WE UNDERSTAND OUT OF THEIR OWN WRITINGS, BY THE SINGULAR GRACE AND REVELATION OF GOD. WE DO STOP OUR EARS, AND WRAP OURSELVES AS IT WERE IN CLOUDS, TO AVOID THE BELLOWING’S AND HOWLING’S OF THOSE MEN, WHO IN VAIN CRY OUT FOR GOLD. AND HENCE INDEED IT COMES TO PASS THAT THEY BRAND US WITH INFINITE CALUMNIES AND SLANDERS, WHICH NOTWITHSTANDING WE DO NOT RESENT BUT GOD IN HIS GOOD TIME WILL JUDGE THEM FOR IT. BUT AFTER THAT WE HAD WELL KNOWN (THOUGH UNKNOWN TO YOU) AND PERCEIVED ALSO BY YOUR WRITING HOW DILIGENTLY YOU ARE TO PERUSE THE HOLY SCRIPTURE, AND SEEK THE TRUE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD: WE HAVE ALSO ABOVE MANY THOUSANDS, THOUGHT YOU WORTHY OF SOME ANSWER, AND WE SIGNIFY THIS MUCH TO YOU BY THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD AND THE ADMONITION OF THE HOLY GHOST [JOHN 4:23-24]. "THERE IS A MOUNTAIN SITUATED IN THE MIDST OF THE EARTH, OR CENTER OF THE WORLD, WHICH IS BOTH SMALL AND GREAT. IT IS SOFT, ALSO ABOVE MEASURE HARD AND STONY. IT IS FAR OFF, AND NEAR AT HAND, BUT BY THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD, INVISIBLE. IN IT ARE HIDDEN MOST AMPLE TREASURES, WHICH THE WORLD IS NOT ABLE TO VALUE. THIS MOUNTAIN BY ENVY OF THE DEVIL, WHO ALWAYS OPPOSES THE GLORY OF GOD AND THE HAPPINESS OF MAN, IS COMPASSED ABOUT WITH VERY CRUEL BEASTS AND OTHER [SIC] RAVENOUS BIRDS, WHICH MAKE THE WAY THITHER BOTH DIFFICULT AND DANGEROUS; AND THEREFORE HITHERTO, BECAUSE THE TIME IS NOT YET COME, THE WAY THITHER COULD NOT BE SOUGHT AFTER NOR FOUND OUT. BUT NOW AT LAST THE WAY IS TO BE FOUND BY THOSE THAT ARE WORTHY, BUT NOTWITHSTANDING BY EVERY MAN'S SELF-LABOR AND ENDEAVORS. "TO THIS MOUNTAIN YOU SHALL GO IN A CERTAIN NIGHT (WHEN IT: COMES) MOST LONG AND MOST DARK, AND SEE THAT YOU PREPARE YOURSELVES BY PRAYER. INSIST UPON THE WAY THAT: LEADS TO THE MOUNTAIN, BUT ASK NOT OF ANY MAN WHERE THE WAY LIES: ONLY FOLLOW YOUR GUIDE, WHO WILL OFFER HIMSELF TO YOU, AND WILL MEET YOU IN THE WAY BUT YOU SHALL NOT KNOW HIM. THIS GUIDE WILL BRING YOU TO THE MOUNTAIN AT MIDNIGHT, WHEN ALL THINGS ARE SILENT AND DARK. IT IS NECESSARY THAT YOU ARM YOURSELVES WITH A RESOLUTE HEROIC COURAGE, LEST YOU FEAR THOSE THINGS THAT WILL HAPPEN, AND SO FALL BACK. YOU NEED NO SWORD, NOR ANY OTHER BODILY WEAPONS, ONLY CALL UPON GOD SINCERELY AND HEARTILY. "WHEN YOU HAVE DISCOVERED THE MOUNTAIN, THE FIRST MIRACLE THAT WILL APPEAR IS THIS. A MOST VEHEMENT AND VERY GREAT WIND, THAT WILL SHAKE THE MOUNTAIN AND SHATTER THE ROCKS TO PIECES. YOU SHALL BE ENCOUNTERED ALSO BY LIONS AND DRAGONS AND OTHER TERRIBLE BEASTS, BUT FEAR NOT ANY OF THESE THINGS. BE RESOLUTE AND RAKE HEED THAT YOU RETURN NOT, FOR YOUR GUIDE WHO BROUGHT YOU THITHER WILL NOT SUFFER ANY EVIL TO BEFALL YOU. AS FOR THE TREASURE, IT IS NOT YET DISCOVERED BUT IT IS VERY NEAR. AFTER THIS WIND WILL COME AN EARTHQUAKE, THAT WILL OVERTHROW THOSE THINGS WHICH THE WIND HATH LEFT AND MAKE ALL FLAT. BUT BE SURE THAT YOU FALL NOT OFF. "THE EARTHQUAKE BEING PAST, THERE SHALL FOLLOW AFIRE, THAT WILL CONSUME THE EARTHLY RUBBISH, AND DISCOVER THE TREASURE, BUT AS YET YOU CANNOT SEE IT. AFTER ALL THESE THINGS AND NEAR THE DAYBREAK THERE SHALL BE A GREAT CALM, AND YOU SHALL SEE THE DAY-STAR ARISE AND THE DAWNING WILL APPEAR, AND YOU SHALL PERCEIVE A GREAT TREASURE. THE CHIEFEST THING IN IT, AND THE MOST PERFECT, IS A CERTAIN EXALTED TINCTURE, WITH WHICH THE WORLD (IF IT SERVED GOD AND WERE WORTHY OF SUCH GIFTS) MIGHT BE TINGED AND TURNED INTO MOST PURE GOLD. "THIS TINCTURE BEING USED, AS YOUR GUIDE SHALL REACH YOU, WILL MAKE YOU YOUNG WHEN YOU ARE OLD, AND YOU SHALL PERCEIVE NO DISEASE IN ANY PART OF YOUR BODIES. BY MEANS OF THIS TINCTURE ALSO YOU SHALL FIND PEARLS OF THAT EXCELLENCY WHICH CANNOT BE IMAGINED. BUT DO NOT YOU ARROGATE ANYTHING TO YOURSELVES BECAUSE OF YOUR PRESENT POWER, BUT BE CONTENTED WITH THAT WHICH YOUR GUIDE SHALL COMMUNICATE TO YOU. PRAISE GOD PERPETUALLY FOR THIS HIS GIFT, AND HAVE A SPECIAL CARE THAT YOU USE IT NOT FOR WORLDLY PRIDE, BUT EMPLOY IT IN SUCH WORKS WHICH ARE CONTRARY TO THE WORLD. USE IT RIGHTLY AND ENJOY IT SO, AS IF YOU HAD IT NOT. LIVE A TEMPERATE LIFE, AND BEWARE OF ALL SIN, OTHERWISE YOUR GUIDE WILL FORSAKE YOU, AND YOU SHALL BE DEPRIVED OF THIS HAPPINESS. FOR KNOW THIS OF A TRUTH, WHOSOEVER ABUSES THIS TINCTURE AND LIVES NOT EXEMPLARILY, PURELY, AND DEVOUTLY BEFORE MEN HE SHALL LOSE THIS BENEFIT, AND SCARCE ANY HOPE WILL THERE BE LEFT EVER TO RECOVER IT AFTERWARDS." IF, AS TRANSCENDENTALISTS BELIEVE, THE INITIATIONS INTO THE FRATERNITY OF THE ROSE CROSS WERE GIVEN IN THE INVISIBLE WORLDS WHICH SURROUND AND INTERPENETRATE THE VISIBLE UNIVERSE, IT IS NOT BEYOND THE RANGE OF POSSIBILITY THAT THIS ALLEGORY IS TO BE CONSIDERED IN THE LIGHT OF AN INITIATORY RITUAL AS WELL AS AN ALCHEMICAL FORMULA. AS HAS BEEN NOTED, IT IS DIFFICULT TO SECURE A COMPLETE FORMULA FOR ANY OF THE ALCHEMICAL OPERATIONS. THE ONE PRESENTED HERE IS THE MOST NEARLY COMPLETE OF ANY AVAILABLE. THE COLLECTING OF THE RAYS AND ENERGIES OF THE CELESTIAL BODIES AS PRECIPITATED IN DEW IS A PROCESS WHICH PARACELSUS USED WITH GREAT SUCCESS. BEAR CONSTANTLY IN MIND THAT THESE PROCESSES ARE ONLY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN PROPERLY INSTRUCTED IN THE SECRET ART. "A TRUE REVELATION OF THE MANUAL OPERATION FOR THE UNIVERSAL MEDICINE COMMONLY CALLED 'THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE.' BY THE CELEBRATED PHILOSOPHER OF LEYDEN, AS ATTESTED UPON HIS DEATHBED WITH HIS OWN BLOOD, ANNO DOMINI 1662. TO MY LOVING COUSIN AND SON, THE TRUE HERMETIC PHILOSOPHER--"DEAR LOVING COUSIN AND SON: "ALTHOUGH I HAD RESOLVED NEVER TO GIVE IN WRITING TO ANY PERSON THE SECRET OF THE ANCIENT SAGES, YET NOTWITHSTANDING OUT OF PECULIAR AFFECTION AND LOVE TO YOU, I HAVE TAKEN IT UPON ME, TO WHICH THE NEARNESS OF OUR RELATION OBLIGES ME, AND ESPECIALLY BECAUSE THIS TEMPORAL LIFE IS SHORT, AND ART IS VERY DARK AND YOU MAY THEREFORE NOT ATTAIN THE WISHED FOR END; BUT MY SON BECAUSE SO PRECIOUS A JEWEL BELONGS NOT TO SWINE; AND ALSO THIS SO GREAT A GIFT OF GOD MAY BE TREATED CAREFULLY AND CHRISTIAN-LIKE, IN CONSIDERATION THEREOF I DO SO LARGELY DECLARE MYSELF TO THEE. "I CONJURE THEE WITH HAND AND MOUTH SACREDLY; "1ST. THAT MOST ESPECIALLY THOU FAITHFULLY KEEP THE SAME FROM ALL WICKED [SEXUAL], LUSTFUL AND CRIMINAL PERSONS. "2NDLY. THAT THOU EXALT NOT THYSELF IN ANY WAY. "3RDLY. THAT THOU SEEK TO ADVANCE THE HONOR OF THY CREATOR OF ALL THINGS AND THE GOOD OF THY NEIGHBOR, PRESERVE IT SACREDLY THAT THY LORD MAY NOT HAVE CAUSE TO COMPLAIN OF THEE AT THE LAST DAY. I HAVE WRITTEN HERE IN THIS TREATISE SUCH A PART OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, JUST AS I MYSELF HAVE WORKED THIS TREASURE AND FINISHED IT WITH MY FINGERS, THEREFORE I HAVE SUBSCRIBED ALL THIS WORK WITH MY BLOOD, LYING ON MY DEATHBED IN LEYDEN. "THE PROCESS--IN THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, TAKE OF THE PUREST AND CLEANEST SALT, SEA SALT, SO AS IT IS MADE BY THE SUN ITSELF, SUCH AS IS BROUGHT BY SHIPPING FROM SPAIN, (I USED SALT THAT CAME FROM ST. UBER) LET IT BE DRIED IN A WARM STOVE, GRIND IT IN A STONE MORTAR, AS FINE AS POSSIBLE TO A POWDER THAT IT MAY BE SO MUCH THE EASIER DISSOLVE AND TAKEN UP BY OUR DEW-WATER, WHICH IS THUS TO BE HAD IN THE MONTHS OF MAY OR JUNE: WHEN THE MOON IS AT THE FULL, OBSERVE WHEN THE DEW FALLS WITH AN EAST OR SOUTH EAST WIND. THEN YOU MUST HAVE STICKS ABOUT ONE AND A HALF FEET HIGH ABOVE THE GROUND WHEN DRIVEN IN THE EARTH. UPON TWO OR THREE SUCH STICKS, LAY SOME FOUR-SQUARE PLATES OF GLASS, AND AS THE DEW FALLS IT EASILY FASTENS ON THE GLASS LIKE A VAPOR, THEN HAVE GLASS VESSELS IN READINESS, LET THE DEW DRAIN FROM THE SIDES OF THE GLASSES INTO YOUR VESSELS. DO THIS UNTIL YOU HAVE ENOUGH. THE FULL OF THE MOON IS A GOOD SEASON, AFTERWARDS IT WILL BE HARD." THE SOLAR RAYS DESCENDING FROM THE SUN CARRY WITH THEM SOLAR SULPHUR--THE DIVINE FIRE. THESE RAYS ARE CRYSTALLIZED BY CONTACT WITH---
[image:  THE INVISIBLE MAGICAL MOUNTAIN.]
THE INVISIBLE MAGICAL MOUNTAIN.
ON PAGE 24 OF LUMEN DE LUMINE, EUGENIUS PHILALETHES DESCRIBES THE MAGICAL MOUNTAIN AS FOLLOWS: "THIS IS THAT EMBLEMATICAL MAGICAL TYPE, WHICH THALIA DELIVERED TO ME IN THE INVISIBLE GUIANA. THE FIRST AND SUPERIOR PART OF IT REPRESENTS THE MOUNTAINS OF THE MOON. THE PHILOSOPHERS COMMONLY CALL THEM THE MOUNTAINS OF INDIA, ON WHOSE TOPS GROWS THEIR SECRET AND FAMOUS LUNARIA. IT IS AN HERB EASY TO BE FOUND, BUT [FOR THE FACT] THAT MEN ARE BLIND DISCOVERS ITSELF AND SHINES AFTER NIGHT LIKE PEARL. THE EARTH OF THESE MOUNTAINS IS VERY RED AND SOFT BEYOND ALL EXPRESSION. IT IS FULL OF CRYSTALLINE ROCKS, WHICH THE PHILOSOPHERS CALL THEIR GLASS AND THEIR STONE: BIRDS AND FISH (SAY THEY) BRING IT TO THEM. OF THESE MOUNTAINS SPEAKS HALI THE ARABIAN, A MOST EXCELLENT JUDICIOUS AUTHOR: 'GO, MY SON, TO THE MOUNTAINS OF INDIA, AND TO THEIR QUARRIES OR CAVERNS, AND TAKE THENCE OUR PRECIOUS STONES WHICH DISSOLVE OR MELT IN WATER, WHEN THEY ARE MINGLED THEREWITH. MUCH INDEED MIGHT BE SPOKEN OF THESE MOUNTAINS, IF IT WERE LAWFUL TO PUBLISH THEIR MYSTERIES, BUT ONE THING I SHALL NOT FORBEAR TO TELL YOU. THEY ARE VERY DANGEROUS PLACES AFTER NIGHT, FOR THEY ARE HAUNTED WITH FIRES AND OTHER STRANGE APPARITIONS, (AS A I AM TOLD BY THE MAGI) BY CERTAIN SPIRITS, WHICH DABBLE LASCIVIOUSLY WITH THE SPERM OF THE WORLD AND IMPRINT THEIR IMAGINATIONS IN, PRODUCING MANY TIMES FANTASTIC AND MONSTROUS GENERATIONS. THE ACCESS AND PILGRIMAGE TO THIS PLACE, WITH THE DIFFICULTIES WHICH ATTEND THEM, ARE FAITHFULLY AND MAGISTERIALLY DESCRIBED BY THE BROTHERS OF R.C." (SET ACCOMPANYING LETTER.) THE LUNAR RAYS, THE SOLAR RAYS ARE ALSO MET BY THE EMANATIONS POURING UPWARD FROM THE EARTH'S SURFACE AND ARE THUS STILL FURTHER CRYSTALLIZED INTO A PARTLY TANGIBLE SUBSTANCE, WHICH IS SOLUBLE IN PURE WATER. THIS SUBSTANCE IS THE "MAGICAL MOUNTAIN OF THE MOON" REFERRED TO IN THE R. C. LETTER. THE CRYSTALLIZATION OF THE SOLAR AND LUNAR RAYS IN WATER (DEW) PRODUCES THE VIRGIN EARTH--A PURE, INVISIBLE SUBSTANCE, UNCONTAMINATED BY MATERIAL MATTER. WHEN THE VIRGIN EARTH CRYSTALS ARE WET, THEY APPEAR GREEN; WHEN DRY, WHITE. VON WELLING MAKES A SUGGESTION FOR THE EXTRACTION OF THE SOLAR LIFE FROM STAGNANT WATER, BUT IS RETICENT BOTH AS TO NAMING THE ESSENCE EXTRACTED AND ALSO AS TO THE VARIOUS PROCESSES THROUGH WHICH IT MUST PASS TO BE REFINED AND INCREASED IN POWER. HIS HINT, HOWEVER, IS BOTH VALUABLE AND UNUSUAL: "TAKE SWEET CLEAN WATER AND SEAL IT IN A LARGE BOTTLE, LEAVING ABOUT ONE-FOURTH EMPTY. PLACE THE BOTTLE IN THE SUN FOR SOME WEEKS UNTIL IT ROTS, SHOWING A PRECIPITATION IN THE BOTTOM. THIS PRECIPITATION, WHEN PROPERLY MANIPULATED BY DISTILLATION, WILL PRODUCE A CLEAR, FIERY, BURNING OIL, THE CONSTITUENTS AND USE OF WHICH ARE ONLY KNOWN TO THE WISE." THE PHILOSOPHER OF LEYDEN CONTINUES: "NOW WHEN YOU HAVE ENOUGH OF YOUR DEW CLOSE YOUR GLASSES EXACTLY, AND KEEP IT TILL YOU USE IT, THAT NONE OF ITS SPIRITS MAY EVAPORATE, WHICH MAY EASILY HAPPEN. SET IT THEREFORE IN A COOL PLACE, THAT NO WARMTH MAY COME TO IT, OR ELSE THE SUBTLE SPIRIT WILL RISE AND BE GONE; WHICH WILL NOT SO HAPPEN IF AFTER YOU HAVE FILLED YOUR GLASSES WITH DEW QUITE FULL, YOU CLOSE THEM VERY WELL WITH WAX. "NOW IN THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD, TAKE OF THIS DEW-WATER AS MUCH AS THOU WILT, PUT IN A CLEAN DISSOLVING GLASS, THEN CAST A LITTLE OF YOUR FORE-MENTIONED POWDERED SALT INTO IT TO BE DISSOLVED, AND CONTINUE TO PUT IT IN TILL YOUR DEW-WATER WILL DISSOLVE NO MORE OR TILL THE SALT LIES IN IT FOUR DAYS WITHOUT BEING DISSOLVED, THEN IT HAS ENOUGH, AND UNTO YOUR DEW IS GIVEN ITS PROPER POWDER. OF THIS COMPOUNDED WATER, TAKE AS MUCH AS THOU WILT, I TOOK ABOUT A POUND AND A HALF, AND PUT IT INTO A ROUND VIAL WITH A SHORT NECK, FILL IT WITH OUT WATER AND LUTE IT WITH A GOOD LUTE, A COVER AND STOPPLE THAT FITS IT WELL, THAT THE SUBTLE AND LIVING SPIRIT OF THE DEW MAY NOT FUME AWAY, FOR IF THEY SHOULD THE SOUL OF THE SALT WILL NEVER BE STIRRED UP, NOR THE WORK EVER BROUGHT TO A RIGHT END. LET THE LUTE DRY VERY WELL OF ITSELF, AND SET IT IN THE FURNACE OF B. M. TO PUTREFY. MAKE A SLOW FIRE AND LET IT DIGEST FOR FORTY DAYS OR FIFTY, AND THAT THE FUME OF THE WATER BE CONTINUALLY ROUND ABOUT IT, AND YOU WILL SEE YOUR MATTER GROW BLACK, WHICH IS A TOKEN OF ITS PUTREFACTION. "AS SOON AS YOU HAVE TAKEN IT OUT, HAVE YOUR DRY FURNACE READY. SET YOUR GLASS WITH THE MATTER INTO AN INNER GLOBE TO COAGULATE, GIVE IT A SLOW DEGREE OF FIRE, CONTINUE IT EQUALLY FOR TWELVE OR FIFTEEN DAYS, AND YOUR MATTER WILL BEGIN TO COAGULATE AND TO FASTEN ROUND ABOUT YOUR GLASS LIKE A GRAY SALT, WHICH AS SOON AS YOU SEE AND BEFORE IT BE TWO DAYS, SLACKEN THE FIRE THAT IT MAY COOL LEISURELY. THEN HAVE IN READINESS YOUR PUTREFYING FURNACE AS BEFORE. SET YOUR GLASS THEREIN AND GIVE THE SAME DEGREE OF FIRE AS BEFORE. LET IT STAND TWELVE DAYS, AND AGAIN YOU WILL SEE THE MATTER RESOLVE AND OPEN AS BEFORE, AND OPEN ITSELF, BUT YOU MUST EVERY TIME SEE THAT THE LUTE AND YOUR GLASS IS NOT HURT. WHEN YOU SET YOUR GLASS IN THE PUTREFYING FURNACE, TAKE CARE THAT THE NECK OF YOUR GLASS IS COVERED WITH A WOODEN OR GLASS STOPPER THAT FITS IT EXACTLY, THAT THE MOISTURE OF THE WATER MAY NOT COME AT IT. "WHEN YOU SEE IT BLACK SET YOUR GLASS AS BEFORE TO COAGULATE AND WHEN IT BEGINS TO BE OF A GRAYISH COLOR AND WHITISH, SET IT IN A THIRD TIME TO PUTREFY, AND COAGULATE TO THE FIFTH TIME, UNTIL YOU SEE THAT YOUR WATER IN ITS DISSOLUTION IS CLEAN, PELLUCID AND CLEAR, AND THAT IT APPEARS IN ITS CALCINATION OF A FINE WHITE LIKE SNOW. THEN IT IS PREPARED AND BECOMES A SALT FIXED WHICH WILL MELT ON HOT SILVER PLATE LIKE WAX; BUT BEFORE YOU SET THIS YOUR SALT OUT, SET IT AGAIN [IN] THE FURNACE OF PUTREFACTION THAT IT MAY DISSOLVE OF ITSELF, THEN LET IT COOL, OPEN YOUR GLASS AND YOU WILL FIND YOUR MATTER LESSENED A THIRD PART. BUT INSTEAD OF YOUR FORMER SALT WATER YOU WILL HAVE A FINE SWEET AND VERY PENETRATING WATER WHICH THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE HID UNDER VERY WONDERFUL NAMES--IT IS THE MERCURY OF ALL TRUE PHILOSOPHERS, THE WATER OUT OF WHICH COMES GOLD AND SILVER, FOR THEY SAY ITS FATHER [STEPHEN] IS GOLD AND ITS MOTHER [VOCTPRIA] IS SILVER. THUS, HAST THOU THE STRENGTH OF BOTH THESE LUMINARIES CONJOINED IN THIS WATER, MOST TRUE, IN ITS RIGHT PONDUS. "PRESCRIPTION. 5 DROPS OF THIS WATER TAKEN INWARDLY STRENGTHENS THE UNDERSTANDING AND MEMORY, AND OPENS TO US MOST WONDERFUL AND SWEET THINGS, OF WHICH NO MAN HATH HEARD, AND OF WHICH I DARE NOT FURTHER WRITE, BECAUSE OF THE OATH I MADE GOD TO THE CONTRARY. TIME AND THE HOLY USE OF THIS BLESSED WATER WILL TEACH US, AS SOON AS YOU HAVE TAKEN IT INWARDLY SUCH INFLUENCE WILL HAPPEN TO THEE AS IF THE WHOLE HEAVENS AND ALL THE STARS WITH THEIR POWERS ARE WORKING IN THEE. ALL KNOWLEDGE AND SECRET ARTS WILL BE OPENED TO THEE AS IN A DREAM, BUT THE MOST EXCELLENT OF ALL IS, YOU WILL PERFECTLY LEARN RIGHTLY TO KNOW ALL CREATURES IN THEIR NATURE, AND BY MEANS THEREOF, THE TRUE UNDERSTANDING OF GOD, THE CREATOR OF US, HEAVEN AND EARTH, LIKE DAVID AND MOSES AND ALL THE SAINTS OF GOD, FOR THE WISDOM OF OUR FOUNTAIN OF LIVING WATER WILL INSTRUCT THEE AS IT DID SOLOMON AND THE BRETHREN OF OUR FRATERNITY." IN HIS RARE TREATISE ON SALT, SULPHUR AND MERCURY, VON WELLING DISCLOSES A SECRET: NOT GENERALLY REVEALED IN ALCHEMICAL WRITINGS, NAMELY, THAT THE ALCHEMISTS WERE CONCERNED NOT ONLY WITH THE TRANSMUTATION OF METALS BUT HAD A COMPLETE COSMOLOGICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEM BASED UPON THE QABBALAH. ACCORDING TO VON WELLING, THE UNIVERSAL SALT (IN WATERY FORM) IS A POSITIVE CURE FOR ALL THE PHYSICAL AILMENTS OF MANKIND; IT IS IN EVERY LIVING THING, BUT FROM SOME THINGS IT IS MORE EASILY SECURED THAN FROM OTHERS: ESPECIALLY IS THIS TRUE OF VIRGIN EARTH; IT IS THE UNIVERSAL SOLVENT, THE ALKAHEST. THE SAME WRITER ALSO STATES THAT IN THE FIRST STAGES OF ITS PREPARATION THIS SALT WILL CURE ANY AND ALL DISEASES OF THE HEART. THE ANONYMOUS PHILOSOPHER OF LEYDEN CONTINUES: "WOULD YOU NOW PROCEED FURTHER WITH OUR BLESSED WATER TO THE FORE-MENTIONED INTENTION OF PREPARING A TINCTURE FOR METALS, HEARKEN MY SON--"TAKE IN THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF THE LORD, OF THY PARADISIACAL WATER, OF HEAVENLY WATER OF MERCURY, AS MUCH AS THOU WILT, PUT IT INTO A GLASS TO DISSOLVE, AND SET IT IN A SLOW HEAT OF ASHES, THAT IT MAY JUST FEEL THE WARMTH, THEN HAVE READY WELL PURIFIED GOLD FOR THE RED, OR SILVER FOR THE WHITE ELIXIR, FOR IN BOTH THE PROCESSES ARE THE SAME. LET YOUR GOLD OR SILVER BE BEATEN AS THIN AS LEAF GOLD, CAST IT BY DEGREES INTO YOUR DISSOLVING GLASS, THAT CONTAINS YOUR BLESSED WATER, AS YOU DID IN THE BEGINNING WITH YOUR SALT, AND IT WILL MELT LIKE ICE IN WARM WATER, AND CONTINUE SO TO DO TILL YOUR GOLD OR SILVER LIE THEREIN FOUR DAYS WITHOUT DISSOLVING, THEN IT HAS RECEIVED ITS DUE PONDUS. THEN PUT THIS DISSOLUTION AS BEFORE INTO A ROUND GLASS, FILL IT TWO THIRDS PARTS FULL, SEAL IT HERMETICALLY AS BEFORE, LET YOUR SIGILLUM BE WELL DRIED. SET IT IN THE FURNACE OF BALNEUM VAPORI, MAKE A FIRE AND LET IT REMAIN FORTY DAYS, AS BEFORE, THEN WILL THE GOLD OR SILVER BE DISSOLVED RADICALLY AND WILL TURN OF THE DEEPEST BLACK IN THE WORLD, WHICH AS SOON AS YOU SEE, HAVE YOUR OTHER DRYING FURNACE IN READINESS." CONTINUING: "PHILOSOPHERS SAY THERE IS NO TRUE SOLUTION OF THE BODY WITHOUT A PROCEEDING COAGULATION OF THE SPIRIT, FOR THEY ARE INTERCHANGEABLY MIXED IN A DUE PROPORTION, WHEREBY THE BODILY ESSENCE BECOMES OF A SPIRITUAL PENETRATING NATURE. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE SPIRITUAL ESSENTIAL VIRTUE IS ALSO MADE CORPOREAL BY THE FIRE, BECAUSE THERE IS MADE BETWEEN THEM SO NEAR A RELATION OR FRIENDSHIP, LIKE AS THE HEAVENS OPERATE TO THE VERY DEPTH OF EARTH, AND PRODUCING FROM THENCE ALL THE TREASURES AND RICHES OF THE WHOLE WORLD. "ADMIRANDUM NATURÆ OPERATIONEM IN ARCHIDOXES COGNITAM. "WITH THIS POWDER--YOU MAY AS, FOLLOWS PROJECT ON METALS. TAKE FIVE PARTS OF FINE GOLD OR SILVER ACCORDING AS YOU WORK, AND MELT IT IN A CRUCIBLE. WRAP UP YOUR MEDICINE IN WAX, CAST IT THEREIN, GIVE A STRONG FIRE FOR AN HOUR, THEN TAKE THE CRUCIBLE OUT, AS IT WERE, CALCINED, THEN CAST ONE PART ON TEN PARTS OF IMPERFECT METALS, BE IT WHAT IT WILL, AND THE SAME WILL BE IMMEDIATELY CHANGED INTO PURER METAL, THAN WHAT IS BROUGHT OUT OF THE MINES AND PRODUCED BY MELTING; AND WHEN YOU AUGMENT IT IN STRENGTH AND VIRTUE BY RESOLVING AND COAGULATING, THE FIFTH TIME IT WILL RESOLVE ITSELF IN THREE DAYS AND BE COAGULATED IN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS TIME, TO AN INCREDIBLE AND MOST HIGHLY PELLUCID STONE OR RED SHINING BURNING COAL. FOR THE WHITE WORK IT WILL BECOME LIKE A WHITE STREAM OF LIGHTNING. "OF THIS LAST COAGULATION TAKE ONE PART, CAST IT UPON FIVE THOUSAND OF MELTED GOLD OR SILVER AS BEFORE. IT CHANGES THE SAME INTO PERFECT MEDICINE, ONE PART WHEREOF WILL TINGE ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND PARTS OF MELTED IMPERFECT METALS INTO THE VERY FINEST GOLD OR SILVER. SO FAR, I HAVE BROUGHT AND FURTHER I WOULD NOT COME, FOR AS I WOULD SET IN THE MATTER [TO DISTILL] SIX TIMES IN TWELVE HOURS, IT SUBTILIZED SO HIGHLY THAT THE MOST PART (LIKE SOMEWHAT MOST WONDERFUL TO BEHOLD) PAST THROUGH THE GLASS CAUSING AN INEXPRESSIBLE ODORIFEROUS SMELL. TAKE HEED THAT IT HAPPENS NOT TO YOU. "MANY MORE WONDERS OF THIS HOLY ART MIGHT BE ADDED, NAMELY HOW TO PREPARE THEREWITH ALL SORTS OF PRECIOUS STONES, AND OTHER MOST ADMIRABLE THINGS, BUT IT WOULD REQUIRE TOO GREAT A BOOK TO EXPRESS THE WHOLE AS IT OUGHT TO BE, ESPECIALLY AS THE ART IS ENDLESS AND NOT TO BE APPREHENDED WITH ONE VIEW, AND MY PURPOSE HAS BEEN, LOVING COUSIN AND SON, DEVOUTLY TO LEAD THEE INTO THE MYSTERIES OF NATURE AND THIS HOLY SCIENCE, AND I HAVE FAITHFULLY PERFORMED IT." IN CONCLUSION, THE LETTER STATES: "GO THOU TO WORK AS I HAVE DONE BEFORE THEE, FEAR GOD, [SEXLESSLY] LOVE THY NEIGHBOR FROM THE BOTTOM OF THY SOUL SINCERELY. SO WILL IN THE MANUAL OPERATION, EVERYTHING TO THEE, AND WHEN THOU ART AT WORK THEREIN MANY OF OUR BRETHREN WILL REVEAL THEMSELVES TO THEE, OF OUR HOLY ORDER, PRIVATELY; FOR I HAVE ON MY PART BY THE ETERNAL GOD WROTE THE TRUTH WHICH I FOUND OUT BY PRAYER AND SEARCHING INTO NATURE, WHICH WORK I HAVE SEEN WITH MY EYES, AND WITH MY HANDS EXTRACTED. THEREFORE, ALSO I HAVE SUBSCRIBED THIS TESTAMENT WITH MY OWN BLOOD, THE LAST DAY OF MY LIFE ON MY DEATHBED. ACTUM LEYDEN, 27 MARCH 1662."
THE HERMETIC AND ALCHEMICAL FIGURES OF CLAUDIUS DE DOMINICO CELENTANO VALLIS NOVI FROM A MANUSCRIPT WRITTEN AND ILLUMINATED AT NAPLES A.D. 1606
NO BETTER WAY CAN BE FOUND OF INTRODUCING TO THE "ROYAL ART" A SEEKER AFTER THE MYSTERIES OF SYMBOLICAL PHILOSOPHY THAN TO PLACE AT HIS DISPOSAL AN ACTUAL EXAMPLE OF ALCHEMICAL WRITING. THE TEXT OF THIS MANUSCRIPT IS AS ENIGMATIC AS ARE ITS DIAGRAMS; BUT TO HIM WHO WILL MEDITATE UPON THE PROFOUND SIGNIFICANCE OF BOTH, THE DEEPER ISSUES OF MYSTICISM IN DUE TIME WILL BE MADE CLEAR. AN UNKNOWN PERSON THROUGH WHOSE HANDS THIS MANUSCRIPT PASSED WROTE THUS OF IT: "BECAUSE OF ITS DRAWINGS AND ILLUSTRATED EXPOSITIONS, THE MANUSCRIPT IS OF PREEMINENT IMPORTANCE TO THE ROSICRUCIAN’S AND THE CONTEMPORARY ORDER OF FREEMASONS. THE FIRST, AND LARGER, PART OF THE ILLUSTRATIONS DEALS WITH THE HERMETIC PHILOSOPHY, EXPLAINING ITS TEACHINGS AND DOCTRINES. INTERSPERSED AMONG THESE ARE PORTRAITS OF GREAT TEACHERS AND SATIRICAL REPRESENTATIONS OF BUNGLERS AND THEIR MISTAKEN VIEWS. THE SYSTEMATICALLY ARRANGED PART SHOWS WITH WONDERFUL CLEARNESS THE COLOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE ALCHEMICAL PROCESSES FROM BLUE-GOLD OVER BLACK TO WHITE AND ROSE. THROUGHOUT IT TREATS OF THE CHANGE IN HUMAN BEINGS AND NOT OF THE MAKING OF GOLD. EVER UPON THE GRADE OF BLACK (THE RETURN INTO CHAOS FROM WHICH NEW CREATIONS ARE POSSIBLE) FOLLOWS THE GRADE OF THE NEOPHYTES, THE NEW BIRTH, WHICH IS OFTEN REPEATED WITH IMPRESSIVE LUCIDITY. THE BLACK STAGE OCCURS AS USUAL THROUGH FIRE. THIS UNOPENED AND UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPT BELONGS TO THE ORDER OF THE MOST IMPORTANT PRECEPTS AND DOCUMENTS OF THE ROSICRUCIAN’S, AND FREEMASONS. A SEARCH THROUGH THE MUSEUMS AND LIBRARY COLLECTIONS, OF GERMANY HAS FAILED TO REVEAL ANY ITEM OF EVEN A SIMILAR CHARACTER." IN ADDITION TO THE 26 LEAVES HERE REPRODUCED THERE ARE TEN BOTTLES OR RETORTS, EACH HALF FILLED WITH VARICOLORED SUBSTANCES. THESE BOTTLES CAN BE SO EASILY DESCRIBED THAT IT IS UNNECESSARY TO REPRODUCE THEM. THE FIRST BOTTLE (FROM THE MOUTH OF WHICH ISSUES A GOLDEN SHRUB WITH THREE BLOSSOMS) CONTAINS A BLUISH-GRAY LIQUID, THE ENTIRE FIGURE BEING CALLED "OUR QUICKSILVER." UNDER THE VESSEL IS A VERSE CONTAINING THE SIGNIFICANT WORDS: "HE WILL HAVE WHITE GARMENTS FOR BLACK AND THEN RED." THE SECOND BOTTLE (FROM THE NECK OF WHICH RISE FOUR GOLDEN FLOWERS) ALSO CONTAINS THE BLUISH-GRAY SUBSTANCE TERMED QUICKSILVER. BELOW THE BOTTLE IS THE ADMONITION TO "MAKE SPIRIT OF THE BODY AND GRACE OF THE GROSS, THAT THE CORPOREAL MAY BECOME INCORPOREAL." THE THIRD BOTTLE IS ENTIRELY BLACK SAVE FOR A GOLDEN TREE TRUNK HAVING SIX LOPPED-OFF BRANCHES AND TERMINATING IN FIVE BRANCHES WHICH END IN KNOBS AND PROTRUDE FROM THE NECK OF THE BOTTLE. THE STATE OF THE SUBSTANCE IS TERMED "BLACKNESS SHOWING THROUGH THE HEAD OF THE RAVEN." UNDER THE BOTTLE OCCURS THE STATEMENT THAT "THE TINCTURE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS IS HIDDEN IN THE AIR LIKE THE SOUL IN THE HUMAN BODY." THE FOURTH BOTTLE IS OF THE DEEPEST BLACKNESS AND IS CALLED "THE HEAD OF THE RAVEN." NOTHING RISES FROM THE NECK OF THE VESSEL, FOR THE EARTH (ITS CONTENTS) IS DESCRIBED AS "SUBMERGED IN CHAOS." THE BOTTOM OF THE FIFTH BOTTLE CONTAINS A BLUISH-GRAY, SPOTTED LIQUID, THE UPPER PART BEING FILLED WITH A BRICK-COLORED SUBSTANCE. ABOVE ARE THE WORDS: "SIXTH RAVEN'S HEAD"; BELOW IS ADDED: "AT THE BOTTOM OF THE VESSEL WORMS ARE BORN." THE LOWER HALF OF THE SIXTH BOTTLE IS OF A BLUISH-GRAY, THE UPPER HALF BLACK, THE ENTIRE FIGURE BEING TERMED "SEVENTH RAVEN'S HEAD." A CHILD IS SEATED BESIDE THE BOTTLE, CONCERNING WHOM IT IS WRITTEN: "THIS NEWLY-BORN, BLACK SON IS CALLED ELIXIR AND WILL BE MADE PERFECTLY WHITE." THE SEVENTH BOTTLE IS BLACK BELOW AND BLACK SPOTTED WITH RED ABOVE. THE PROCESS IS THUS DESCRIBED: "BLACK BLACKER THAN BLACK, FOR MANY DIVER’S COLORS WILL APPEAR. THOSE BLACK CLOUDS WILL [DESCEND] TO THE BODY WHENCE THEY CAME, AND THE JUNCTION OF BODY, SOUL, AND SPIRIT HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND TURNED TO ASHES." THE EIGHTH BOTTLE IS DIVIDED HORIZONTALLY BY A GOLDEN BAND, FROM WHICH RISES A GOLDEN STEM ENDING IN FIVE LEAVES PROTRUDING FROM THE NECK OF THE BOTTLE. THE CONTENTS OF THE VESSEL ARE TRANSPARENT, AND IT IS WRITTEN THAT "THE BLACK CLOUDS ARE PAST AND THE GREAT WHITENESS HAS BEEN COMPLETED." THE NINTH BOTTLE (FROM THE NECK OF WHICH RISES A GOLDEN WHITE ROSE) IS ALSO PARTLY FILLED WITH A TRANSPARENT LIQUID. THE ROSE IS MADE TO SAY: "HE WHO BLANCHES ME MAKES ME RED." THE TENTH AND LAST BOTTLE REPRESENTS THE CONSUMMATION OF THE GREAT WORK. THE LOWER HALF OF THE VESSEL IS FILLED WITH THE BLOOD-RED ELIXIR AND FROM THE NECK RISES A RED ROSE WITH MANY PETALS AND OF EXTREME BEAUTY. AFTER DECLARING ALL THE PLANETS TO HAVE BEEN PRESENT AT THE CONSUMMATION OF THE GREAT WORK, THE AUTHOR OF THE DOCUMENT CONCLUDES: "I GAVE TO THE MASTER [SPIRIT] SO MUCH SILVER AND GOLD THAT BE CAN NEVER BE POOR." IN HIS DEDICATION THE AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR OF THE MANUSCRIPT DECLARES THAT HE HAS SET FORTH ALL THE OPERATIONS OF THE GREAT WORK. HE PRAYS TO THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT HE MAY BE INCLUDED IN THE NUMBER OF THOSE WHO HAVE PURSUED THIS MOST NOBLE OF THE SCIENCES AND THAT HE MAY BE SET ALWAYS IN THE PATH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. EXCLUSIVE OF HIS OWN RESEARCHES, THE MAIN SOURCES OF HIS INFORMATION ARE SAID TO BE THE WRITINGS OF ST. THOMAS AQUINAS, RAYMOND LULLY, AND ARNOLD OF VILLA NOVA. TO PROTECT THEMSELVES FROM THE PERSECUTION OF DESPOTIC THEOLOGY THE MEDIAEVAL ALCHEMISTS COUCHED THEIR PHILOSOPHY IN CHRISTIAN TERMINOLOGY, ALTHOUGH THE GREAT SECRETS OF THE ART WERE DERIVED LARGELY FROM EGYPTIAN OR ARABIAN ADEPTS. THE MOHAMMEDANS WERE MASTERS OF THE HERMETIC SECRETS AND EVEN THE GREAT PARACELSUS SECURED FROM THEM THE MAJOR PART OF HIS KNOWLEDGE. IN THEIR, MANIFESTOES THE ROSICRUCIAN’S ALSO DISCLOSE THE ARABIAN SOURCE OF THEIR SECRET DOCTRINE. HENCE IT SHOULD BE BORNE IN MIND THAT THE RELATING OF THE ALCHEMICAL TEACHINGS TO BIBLICAL SYMBOLISM WAS A GESTURE OF EXPEDIENCY. IN THEIR SEARCH OF THE SCRIPTURES FOR THE ARCANA OF ISRAEL, THE QABBALISTS SUBSTANTIATED IN GREAT MEASURE THE ALCHEMICAL INTERPRETATIONS OF THE HOLY BIBLE, FOR THE SOUL OF ALCHEMY IS ONE WITH THAT OF QABBALISM. BOTH SCHOOLS HAVE A COMMON END, BEING WHO CONCERNED WITH THE MYSTERY OF HUMAN REGENERATION, DESPITE APPARENT DISCREPANCIES IN THEIR SYMBOLISM. THE PUBLICATION OF THIS MANUSCRIPT PLACES AT THE STUDENT'S DISPOSAL THE MOST PROFOUND SECRETS OF THE HERMETIC ART. AT FIRST THE TASK OF DECIPHERMENT MAY SEEM HOPELESS AND THE SUPERFICIALLY-MINDED WILL BE TEMPTED TO SCOFF AT THE POSSIBILITY OF REAL KNOWLEDGE BEING PERPETUATED IN SUCH UNCONVENTIONAL FASHION. THE SCOFFER WILL NOT REALIZE THAT ONE OF THE PURPOSES OF THE DOCUMENT IS TO AWAKEN RIDICULE AND THUS PRESERVE MORE EFFECTUALLY ITS ARCANA FROM THE PROFANE. A FEW SHEETS (SUCH AS THOSE HERE REPRODUCED) REPRESENT THE LIFE WORK OF ONE WHO HAS CONSECRATED HIMSELF TO THE TASK OF TEARING ASIDE THE VEIL OF THE WORLD VIRGIN. YEARS OF RESEARCH AND EXPERIMENTATION, DAYS OF INCESSANT LABOR, NIGHTS OF PRAYER AND MEDITATION, AND AT LAST COMES THE REALIZATION OF ACCOMPLISHMENT! THIS IS THE REAL STORY TOLD BY THE GROTESQUE FIGURES DRAWN SO PAINSTAKINGLY UPON THE FADED, WORM-EATEN PAGES. THOSE WHO HAVE GLIMPSED THE GREATER REALITIES OF BEING REALIZE THAT THE FUNDAMENTAL VERITIES OF LIFE FIND AT BEST ONLY IMPERFECT EXPRESSION THROUGH PHYSICAL SYMBOLS. ONLY THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED THROUGH THE TRAVAIL OF SPIRITUAL BIRTH CAN ADEQUATELY COMPREHEND AND PROPERLY REVERENCE THE PATHETIC EFFORTS TO PORTRAY FOR OTHERS THAT KNOWLEDGE NECESSARILY LOCKED WITHIN THE HEART OF THE ONE WHO KNOWS.
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LEAF 1. THE TOP LINE READS: "OUR EARLIEST MEDICINE WAS MADE OF NATURAL OBJECTS." ABOUT THE KING AND QUEEN APPEARS THE STATEMENT THAT TO THEM A SON SHALL BE BORN "IN TWO TREES OF THE VINE," RESEMBLING HIS FATHER AND WITHOUT EQUAL IN ALL THE WORLD. ABOUT THE VASE IS WRITTEN: "GREEN AND WHITE." "THE VASE FLAME COLOR, THE FLOWERS GREEN." "OUR WATER, OUR SILVER." THE LINES BELOW READ: "THE MATERIAL OF THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE IS THAT THICK, VISCOUS WATER, WHICH EITHER HEAT OR COLD CONGEALS. IT IS MERCURY BOILED DOWN AND THICKENED, COOKED IN NEUTRAL EARTH WITH SULPHUROUS HEAT AND IS CALLED THE PRIME MATERIAL OF THE METALS. IN CAVERNS YET DARK, AND FORBIDDING MOUNTAINS, IF A STONE BE FOUND WHICH A THOUSAND YEARS AGO NATURE MADE OUT OF HER FRUITS, IT WILL BRING HIM THAT HAS IT OUT OF TROUBLE. LISTEN CAREFULLY TO ALL MY VERSES; I SPEAK THEM WITHOUT VEIL AND WITHOUT DECEPTION.
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LEAF 2. AT THE TOP IS A QUOTATION FROM ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CONCERNING THE COMPOSITION OF THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE, WHICH IS DESCRIBED AS OF THE PUREST TRANSPARENCY; IN IT ALL THE FORMS OF THE ELEMENTS AND THEIR CONTRARIETIES WERE VISIBLE. BENEATH THE FIGURE OF ST. THOMAS AQUINAS IS A SHORT PARAGRAPH PRAISING THE EXCELLENCE OF THE PHILOSOPHIC STONE, DECLARING THAT FROM THE ONE SUBSTANCE CAN BE DERIVED THREE AND FROM THE THREE, TWO. TO THE RIGHT OF ST. THOMAS AQUINAS IS A LIKENESS OF RAYMOND LULLY SEATED IN THE DOOR OF HIS HERMITAGE. UNDER HIS FEET APPEARS A QUOTATION FROM THIS CELEBRATED ALCHEMIST, BEGINNING WITH THE QUESTION, "WHAT IS THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE?" AFTER DECLARING IT TO BE A REDDISH, FIXED MERCURY, LULLY SWEARS TO THE ALMIGHTY THAT HE HAS TOLD THE TRUTH AND THAT IT IS NOT PERMISSIBLE TO SAY MORE. (THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT IS MUTILATED AT THIS POINT.)
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LEAF 3. THE WRITING AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE READS: "DEATH OF SATURN; LIFE OF MERCURY." AFTER DESCRIBING THE USE OF THE SATURNINE SUBSTANCES, THE KEY TO THE PROCESS IS DECLARED TO BE DEPICTED BELOW. THE VERSE READS "THIS [THE STONE] IS MADE OF FOUR ELEMENTS. THIS IS THE TRUTH IN ALL NATURE. TAKE IT IN HAND, BRIGHT AND SHINING, WITH ALL DILIGENCE AND GREAT CARE AND THEN TRY TO BIND ALL SECURELY TOGETHER SIDE BY SIDE, SO THE FIRE MAY CAUSE ALARM." ABOVE THE HUMAN FIGURE IS WRITTEN: "SATURN IS ALMOST DEAD." TO THE RIGHT IF THE DEVOURING SERPENT IS A STATEMENT OF ALBERTUS MAGNUS THAT SATURN AND MERCURY ARE THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE STONE. IT ALSO DECLARES THAT NATURE WISELY PROVIDED A MIXTURE OF ELEMENTS SO THAT EARTH CAN COMMUNICATE ITS DRYNESS TO FIRE, FIRE ITS HEAT TO AIR, AIR ITS MOISTURE TO WATER, AND WATER ITS COLDNESS TO EARTH. (TEXT ABOUT THE VASE IS ILLEGIBLE IN ORIGINAL.)
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LEAF 4. AT THE TOP: "LET THEM BELIEVE THAT EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE. THE ART IS FLEETING, BRIGHT AND RARE, AND NOT BELIEVED BY THE FOOLISH." THE WORDS BETWEEN THE SUN AND CRESCENT READ "IT IS HIDDEN," AND ON THE PANEL ACROSS THE BODY "THE BOOK OF LIFE AND TRUE TREASURY OF THE WORLD." THE PANEL TO THE LEFT OF THE FIGURE SAYS "MOVING ALMOST ALL, AND THE SOUL OF ITS BODY RETURNS TO THE PLACE FROM WHICH IT HAD FLED, AND RIPENS SEVEN MONTHS OR NINE, AND THE KING CROWNED WITH HIS DIADEM APPEARS." THE RIGHT PANEL STATES: "THERE ARE THREE MERCURIES: ANIMAL, VEGETABLE, AND MINERAL." THE TEXT BELOW IS OF SUCH A CRYPTIC NATURE THAT TO TRANSLATE IT IS WELL NIGH IMPOSSIBLE. IT DECLARES THAT BY PUTTING FIRE BENEATH THE FEET OF THE SYMBOLIC FIGURE IT IS POSSIBLE TO EXTRACT THEREFROM THE SUN AND THE MOON WHICH THE HUMAN BODY IS SHOWN ELEVATING TO A POSITION OF DIGNITY ABOVE ITS HEAD.
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LEAF 5. IN THE UPPER PANEL IT IS DECLARED THAT THE SUN-BIRD BATTLES WITH THE EARTH-SERPENT, WHO, TEARING OUT HIS OWN ENTRAILS, GIVES THEM TO THE BIRD. THE SPIRIT IS VIVIFIED AND LAZARUS WITH JOY IS RAISED FROM THE DEAD. ABOVE THE BIRD IS WRITTEN: "THIS IS THE SUN IN THE FORM OF A BIRD," AND ABOVE THE DRAGON "THIS IS THE DRAGON DEVOURING THE BIRD. THE FIRST OPERATION." THE PANEL OF TEXT AT THE LOWER LEFT READS IN SUBSTANCE: "WHEN OUR SPERM (QUICKSILVER) IS MIXED WITH THE MOTHER OF ELEMENTS (EARTH), THE ACTION IS CALLED COITUS. THE DETENTION BY THE EARTH OF A BIT OF QUICKSILVER IS CALLED CONCEPTION. THE EARTH GROWS AND MULTIPLIES AND THE OPERATION IS CALLED IMPREGNATION. WHEN EARTH IS WHITENED WITH WATER AND MADE OF UNIFORM COLOR AND APPEARANCE, IT IS CALLED BIRTH AND THE KING IS BORN OUT OF FIRE." THE TEXT AT LOWER RIGHT WAS DELIBERATELY MUTILATED TO CONCEAL A TOO EVIDENT SECRET.
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LEAF 6. THIS PLATE SHOWS ALL THE SECRETS OF THE GREAT STONE. IN THE CENTER STANDS THE PASCHAL VIRGIN, IN HER HAIR THE PRIME VIRTUE WHICH IS DESCRIBED AS AN HERB FLOURISHING IN WELLS. THE HANDS HOLD THE SYMBOLS OF THE SPIRITUAL AND MATERIAL ELEMENTS. THE STATEMENT AT THE UPPER LEFT IS TO THE EFFECT THAT THERE ARE FOUR SPIRITS WITH TWO FACES, WHICH ARE CALLED THE ELEMENTS. AT THE UPPER- RIGHT IT IS WRITTEN THAT FIRE LIVES ON AIR, AIR ON WATER, WATER ON EARTH, AND THUS THE STONE LIVES PEACEFULLY ON ALL THE PURE ELEMENTS. UNDER THE SUN APPEARS THE WORD SUMMER; UNDER THE MOON, AUTUMN. ABOUT THE TREE ON THE LEFT WITH ITS ATTENDANT EYES ARE THE WORDS: "TURN AWAY YOUR EYES TO [FROM?] THE FIRE. THERE IS SPACE [?]." ABOUT THE TREE TO THE RIGHT. "OPEN YOUR EYES TO THE FIRE. THERE IS TIME." THE LOWER PANEL OPENS WITH THIS SENTENCE "I AM EXALTED ABOVE THE CIRCLES OF WORLD."
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LEAF 7. THE VERSE AT THE TOP READS: " THIS STONE IS SO NOBLE AND WORTHY THAT NATURE HAS HIDDEN IT IN HER RECESSES. ITS SOUL IS ALL FAIR, AND PURE, FOR IT IS THE TRUE SUN. I INFORM YOU OF THIS. KEEP IT REMOVED, APART AND SEPARATED. WHATEVER BOON YOU CRAVE, IT WILL COME TO YOU BOUNTEOUSLY. WITHOUT SIN, WITH PLEASURE AND DELIGHT." THE SEATED FIGURE ON THE LEFT HOLDING ALOFT THE HAMMER IS DESCRIBED AS BREAKING HARD STONE, WHILE THE WORDS BESIDE THE MAN WITH THE RETORT READ: "BREAKING OF STONE OUR REPLENISHMENT." BETWEEN THE STANDING FIGURES BELOW IS THE EXCLAMATION; "O SAGES, SEEK AND YE SHALL FIND MY STONE!" UNDER THE OUTSTRETCHED HAND OF THE MAN WITH A BASKET APPEAR THE WORDS: "DRAW OUT SOREREM [?] IN THE BOTTOM." BELOW THE POOL WHICH THE MAN ON THE LEFT IS STIRRING APPEARS THE SIMPLE STATEMENT: "OUR HEALING WATER." THE FACES OF THE FOUR MEN ARE EXTREMELY WELL DRAWN.
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LEAF 8. UNDER THE SUN, MOON, AND MERCURY ARE THE WORDS THREE AND ONE, AN INFERENCE THAT THE THREE ARE ONE. THE WORDS UNDER THE FLOWER STEMS READ: "WHITENESS FORTY DAYS AFTER ASHES." UNDER THE BLOSSOMS IS WRITTEN: (LEFT) "MINOR TIME OF THE STONE"; (RIGHT) "THE SELECTED RED." BETWEEN THE ARMS OF THE CENTRAL FIGURE APPEARS: "LET ONE POUND OF MERCURY BE PLACED." TO THE LEFT IS WRITTEN: "IF YOU WHO READ SHALL HAVE KNOWN THIS FIGURE, YOU WILL POSSESS THE WHOLE SCIENCE OF THE STONE"; TO THE RIGHT: "AND IF YOU DO NOT ACKNOWLEDGE IT, YOU WILL BE STIFF-NECKED AND DULL." ABOVE THE SUN IS THE WORD FATHER [STEPHEN]; ABOVE THE SATYR, "FERMENT OF THE WORK." BESIDE THE CHILD IS THE SENTENCE: "THE SON [JESUS] OF THE MOON WOULD THROW THE STONE INTO THE FIRE--HIS MOTHER [VICTORIA]." ABOVE THE FLAMING BASKET IS WRITTEN: "I AM THE TRUE STONE." UNDER THE CENTRAL FIGURE ARE THE WORDS: "A MODERATE FIRE IS THE MASTER OF THE WORK."
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LEAF 9. IN THE UPPER LEFT IT IS WRITTEN THAT WITHOUT THE LIGHT OF THE MOON THE SUN DOES NOT HEAT THE EARTH AND THAT INTO THE MOON THE SUN EMITS ITS FRUITS. IN THE UPPER RIGHT THE TRUE HERB OF THE PHILOSOPHERS IS DESCRIBED, AND IT IS DECLARED THAT WHOEVER BELIEVES IN AND IT SHALL BE [SPIRITUALLY] RICH. THE PANEL CONCLUDES THUS: "UNDERSTAND THOROUGHLY WHAT IT IS THAT THE MAN HAS IN EITHER HAND IF YOU WISH TO BE ENLIGHTENED." THE TEXT TO THE LEFT ABOVE THE SUN READS: "ENTIRELY WITHOUT THE SUN AND MOON, MAKE DYE; DISSOLVE, CONGEAL, AND LIKE PRODUCES FOR ITSELF LIKE." THE WORDS TO THE RIGHT OF THE MAN HOLDING THE PHILOSOPHER'S HERB DECLARE SUBLIMATION TO BE THE BEGINNING, THE MIDDLE AND THE END OF THE GREAT WORK. THE LAST SENTENCE READS: "OUT OF THE SUN AND MOON MAKE A THING OF EQUAL PARTS, AND BY THEIR UNION, GOD WILLING, LET THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE BE MADE."
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LEAF 10. THE TWO SHORT LINES OF TEXT AT UPPER LEFT READ: "SOME TAKE A RECENT STONE." THE LINES TO THE RIGHT OF THE SYMBOL OF MARS (IRON) ADMONISH THE STUDENT TO CONTROL HIS APPETITES AND APPLY HIS MIND TO THE ACCUMULATION OF KNOWLEDGE. NO SATISFACTORY TRANSLATION CAN BE FOUND FOR THE WORDS UNDER THE OUTSTRETCHED ARM OF THE MAN HOLDING THE UPPER PART OF THE TREE. THE LOWER PANEL READS THUS: "AFTER THE STONE HAS BEEN WELL REFINED IT WILL APPEAR TO PENETRATE THOROUGHLY. IT SHOULD BE PUT INTO ITS VESSEL WITH ITS WATER. CLOSE IT WELL WITH A LITTLE FIRE, AND AWAIT THE WONDERS OF NATURE." THE LARGE RED OVAL FILLING THE LOWER HALF OF THE LEAF IS EVIDENTLY THE EGG OR VESSEL OF THE SAGES. THE TREE IS A SYMBOL OF THE GROWTH OF THE SACRED METALS, FOR THE ALCHEMISTS AFFIRMED THAT THE METALS ARE LIKE PLANTS AND GROW IN THE ROCKS, SPREADING THEIR BRANCHES (VEINS) THROUGH THE INTERSTICES.
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LEAF 11. THE FOUNT IS DESCRIBED AS THAT FROM WHICH THE TWO MERCURIES OF THE PHILOSOPHERS ARE EXTRACTED. AT THE UPPER LEFT IS DESCRIBED THE WHITE MERCURY AND AT THE RIGHT THE RED MERCURY. THE TEXT ABOUT THE FOUNTAIN DECLARES THAT SATURN COLLECTS THE WHITE MERCURY, WHICH IS CALLED THE WATER OF EARTH; AND THE EARTH COLLECTS THE RED MERCURY, WHICH IS CALLED THE WATER OF HEAVEN. THE TEXT TO THE LEFT OF THE FROG READS: "THROUGH HIM WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH I AM THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE, AND IN MY BODY, I CARRY SOMETHING THE WISE SEEK. IF SUCH A CHARM BE EXTRACTED FROM ME, IT WILL BE A SWEET REFRESHMENT FOR YOU. I AM AN ANIMAL HAVING FATHER AND MOTHER, AND FATHER AND MOTHER WERE CREATED; AND IN MY BODY ARE CONTAINED THE FOUR ELEMENTS, AND I AM BEFORE FATHER AND MOTHER AND I AM A POISONOUS ANIMAL." THE LINES AT THE RIGHT DESCRIBE DISTILLING AND CALCINING PROCESSES.
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LEAF 12. THE THREE WORDS AT THE TOP READ: "THIS IS NATURE." THE LINES ABOVE THE DONKEY READ: "THIS IS THE PHILOSOPHERS' DONKEY WHO WISHED TO RISE TO THE PRACTICE OF THE PHILOSOPHER'S SOME." THE THREE LINES BELOW THE ANIMAL ARE TRANSLATED: "FROGS GATHER IN MULTITUDES BUT SCIENCE CONSISTS OF CLEAR WATER MADE FROM THE SUN AND MOON." THE TEXT UNDER THE SYMBOLIC BIRD IS AS FOLLOWS: "THIS IS FORTUNE WITH TWO WINGS. WHOSOEVER HAS IT, KNOWS THAT FRUIT WILL IN SUCH AWAY BE PRODUCED. A GREAT PHILOSOPHER HAS SHOWN THAT THE STONE IS A CERTAIN WHITE SUN, TO SEE WHICH NEEDS A TELESCOPE. TO DISSOLVE IT IN WATER REQUIRES THE SUN AND MOON, AND HERE ONE MUST OPEN 200 TELESCOPES, PUTTING BODY AND SOUL IN ONE MASS. AND HERE IS LOST THE MASS; OTHER SAGES COOK THE FROGS AND ADD NOTHING, IF THE JUICE OF THE WISE YOU WISH TO ENJOY." TO THE GREEKS THE FROG SYMBOLIZED BOTH METEMPSYCHOSIS AND EARTHLY HUMIDITY.
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LEAF 13. THIS PAGE CONTAINS BUT TWO FIGURES. AT THE LEFT STANDS MORIENUS, THE PHILOSOPHER, POINTING TOWARDS THE SALAMANDER WHO "LIVES AND GROWS IN FIRE." MORIENUS, WHO WAS BORN IN THE TWELFTH CENTURY, BECAME THE DISCIPLE OF THE GREAT ARABIAN ALCHEMIST ADFAR, FROM WHOM HE LEARNED THE HERMETIC ARTS. MORIENUS PREPARED THE PHILOSOPHICAL ELIXIR FOR THE SULTAN OF EGYPT, INSCRIBING UPON THE VASE IN WHICH HE PLACED THE PRECIOUS SUBSTANCE THE WORDS: "HE WHO POSSESSES ALL HAS NO NEED OF OTHERS." HE SPENT MANY YEARS AS A HERMIT NEAR JERUSALEM. THE LINES BELOW THE SALAMANDER ARE: "LET THE FIRE BE OF A PERFECT RED COLOR; THE EARTH WHITE, THE WATER CLEAR. THEN COMPOUND THEM BY PHILOSOPHICAL MEANS AND CALCINE THEM AS MANY TIMES WITH THE WATER WHICH THE BODY HAD AS TO TURN IT WHITE BY ITS KINDNESS. HAVING DONE THIS, YOU WILL HAVE THE GREATEST TREASURE IN THE WORLD."
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LEAF 14. THE THREE WORDS AT THE TOP OF THE LEFT PAGE ARE TRANSLATED: "THE MAN THAT DIGS." ABOVE THE BIRDS IT IS DECLARED THAT NONE BUT THE COCKS OF HERMES, THE TWO MERCURIES, SHALL PUT HAND TO THE PLOW, AND ONLY AFTER IRRIGATION WILL THE EARTH BRING FORTH HER FRUITS. THE SEATED MAN IS COUNT BERNARD OF TREVISO, WHO SAYS: "WORK THE EARTH WITH MERCURY." (SEE CHAPTER ON ALCHEMY AND ITS EXPONENTS.) THE THREE SENTENCES TO THE COUNT'S LEFT READ: "GO TO THE FIRE AND WITH MERCURY, THY BROTHER, AWAIT ME FOR A MONTH. CRUMBLE THE STONE I GAVE THEE AND I SHALL GO TO THE FIRE. THY DEATH, MY LIFE. I SHALL NET DIE BUT, LIVING, TELL OF THE WORKS OF THIS, MY MASTER." BERNARD OF TREVISO IN HIS ALCHEMICAL SPECULATION EMPHASIZED THE NECESSITY OF MEDITATION UPON THE PHILOSOPHICAL WRITINGS OF THE GREAT ADEPTS RATHER THAN CHEMICAL EXPERIMENTATION. HE ULTIMATELY DISCOVERED THE "STONE."
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LEAF 15. THE FIRST SENTENCE READS: "THE FRUIT OF PLANTS BY VIRTUE OF THE SUN, OUR STONE." THE BOY HOLDING THE DISH IS MADE TO SAY: "DRINK HERE ALL YE THAT ARE ATHIRST. COME UNTO ME, RUN TO THE WATERS. HERE DRINK, WITHOUT PRICE, AND DRINK YOUR FILL. OPEN YOUR EYES AND SEE THE WONDERS OF THE EARTH. THEY LEARN, MY THIRSTY TWENTY AND FOUR." BENEATH THE BOY ARE THE WORDS: "IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, AND DIVIDED THE WATERS FROM THE WATERS. BLESS THE WATERS WHICH ARE ABOVE THE HEAVENS." THE CIRCLE CONTAINS THIS STATEMENT: "THE EARTH WITHOUT FORM AND VOID. OUT OF THE STARS COME THE RAINS." THE LOWER LEFT PANEL CONTINUES THE ALCHEMICAL PROCESS, ENDING WITH ADMONITION TO RENOUNCE THE MISERY OF WORLDLY EXISTENCE. ABOVE IS A PRAYER TO THE VIRGIN MARY WHICH OPENS THUS: "HAIL MARY, FULL OF GRACE, THE LORD BE WITH THEE. BLESSED THOU AMONG WOMEN." 
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LEAF 16. THE FIRST SENTENCE READS: "THE DEAD BODIES REMAIN; THE SPIRITS ARE FREED BY THE DEATH IN THE BODIES. YOU WILL RIDE WITH THAT DEATH WITH A SCYTHE, AND THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE FIXED STARS." OVER THE SCYTHE IS WRITTEN: "SUBJECT TO THE SUN, THE MOON AND AZOTH, COMPLETE THE WORK." THE FOUR WORDS IN THE CURVE OF THE SCYTHE BLADE SAY: "MAN'S HEAD, HEAD OF RAVEN." THE THREE LINES TO THE RIGHT ARE INTERPRETED THUS: "THIS FIGURE IS CALLED LATON, FOR IT LOOKS BLACK IN A VESSEL, AND IS THE BEGINNING OF CORRUPTION." THE TEXT BELOW THE LADDER STATES: "THIS IS THE LADDER OF PRIMITIVE MATTER WHICH WHEN PLACED IN A VESSEL TURNS BLACK, THE GRADUALLY CHANGES TO WHITE BY THE SCALE [LADDER] OF DIGESTION, ACCORDING TO THE DEGREE OF HEAT." HERE A LADDER IS USED TO SIGNIFY THE NATURAL STEPS UP WHICH MATTER MUST ASCEND BEFORE IT CAN ATTAIN TO A TRULY SPIRITUAL STATE.
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LEAF 17. THE VERSE AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE READS: "NOT ONLY MUST THIS MATERIAL BE FIXED, BUT IT MUST BE ALLOWED TO ENTER INTO EVERYTHING SO THAT THIS MATERIAL MAY BE WELL COMPLETED AND HAVE INFINITE VIRTUE. THEN BY MAKING IT THICK, IT BECOMES AT ONCE ALL WHITE, SUBLIMATION FROM WHITE IT BECOMES SHINING." ABOVE THE SUN ARE THE WORDS: "GOD AND NATURE DO NOTHING IN VAIN." THE MAN ON THE LEFT IS A MEDIAEVAL CONCEPTION OF HERMES, THE GREAT EGYPTIAN PHILOSOPHER; THE ONE ON THE RIGHT IS CHRISTOPHER, THE PHILOSOPHER OF PARIS. ABOVE THE LATTER IS WRITTEN: "IF THE STONE IS BLACK, IT IS NOT USELESS." THE WORDS OVER THE RETORT ARE: "THERE IS AIR, FIRE, WATER, AND EARTH." BELOW IS ADDED: "A DISSOLUTION OF THE BODY IS THE FIRST STEP. " THE CURIOUS CHEMICAL APPARATUS MUST BE CONSIDERED PURELY SYMBOLIC IN THIS WORK AND, AS ITS AUTHOR HIMSELF SAYS, IS INTENDED TO GIVE ONLY A HINT OF THE "ART."
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LEAF 18. AT THE LEFT HOLDING A BOOK STANDS ARISTOTLE, WHO IS DESCRIBED AS THE MOST LEARNED OF ALL THE GREEKS. THE TREE SURMOUNTED BY THE SUN AND MON. IS ACCOMPANIED BY THE WARDS: "WHEN THE STONE IS DEAD, THAT IS CHANGED TO WATER, IN THIS IT WILL PRODUCE FLOWERS." BENEATH ARISTOTLE AND THE PROSTRATE HUMAN FIGURE FROM WHICH RISES THE FLOWERING TREE ARE THESE STATEMENTS: "HE WHO MAKES EVERYTHING DESCEND FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH, AND THEN ASCEND FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN, HAS INFORMATION ABOUT THE STONE. FOR IN MERCURY THERE IS SOMETHING THE WISE SEEK, NOT INVOKED EXCEPT BY WHITE OR RED FERMENT." THE FIRST PART OF THIS QUOTATION IS BASED UPON THE EMERALD TABLET OF HERMES (WHICH SEE). IN ORDINARY MAN, THE SPIRIT IS FIGURATIVELY ABSORBED BY THE BODY; BUT IN THE TRUE PHILOSOPHER, THE SPIRIT IS SO GREATLY INCREASED IN POWER THAT IT ABSORBS INTO ITSELF AND IS NOURISHED BY MAN'S CORPOREAL BODY.
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LEAF 19. AT THE TOP IT READS: "HE THAT COMES TO KNOW THIS FIGURE WILL HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE STONE." THE SEATED MAN PROBABLY REPRESENTS PARACELSUS. TO HIS RIGHT ARE THE WORDS: "I AM NEITHER TREE NOR ANIMAL, NOR STONE NOR VEGETABLE, BUT THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE, TRAMPLED ON BY MEN, CAST INTO THE FIRE BY MY FATHER, AND IN FIRE I REJOICE." THE FOUR WORDS TO THE LEFT SAY "IN DRYNESS IS THE STONE." BELOW THE MAN IS THE PHILOSOPHIC EGG CONTAINING THE WORDS: "IT IS THE END IN WHICH THE BEGINNING RESTS." THE CAPITAL T STANDS FOR "TINCTURE." THE TEXT TO THE RIGHT STATES: "IN STONE IT IS FORMED, AS GERBER WRITES IN HIS BOOK VERY LEARNEDLY, AND POSSESSING SO MUCH OF ITS NATURE THAT IT CHANGES INTO CLEAR, LIVING WATER; AND IT HAS THE POWER TO MAKE FOLKS RICH, SATISFIED, AND FREE FROM ALL CARES, SO THEY WILL BE ALWAYS HAPPY IF THEY ATTAIN BY THEIR WIT TO THE SECRET."
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LEAF 20. AT THE TOP IS WRITTEN: "RAINS ARE MADE BY SIX STARS." UNDER THE INVERTED MAN IT READS: "RECEIVE NEW SPIRIT. ARISE, FOR YOU ARE ASLEEP." THE TWO SENTENCES ABOUT THE LARGE FIGURE READ: "REMEMBER MERCURY, FOR ASHES THOU ART AND UNTO ASHES THOU SHALT RETURN. I THIRST AND AM DEAD." ABOVE THE SEVEN GLOBES AT THE LEFT IS THE ADMONITION: "IF HE THIRSTS GIVE HIM A DRINK AND HE SHALL LIVE." OVER THE SMALL MAN IS WRITTEN: "HERMES, THE FATHER OF PHILOSOPHERS." THE CURVED LINE OF WRITING TO WHICH HERMES POINTS SAYS: "THE MEASURE OF THE DRINK." UNDER THE CENTRAL PEDESTAL APPEARS: "THE LIGHT OF MY EYES IS A LANTERN TO MY FEET." BELOW IS ADDED: "IF THE BEGINNING IS UNKNOWN, THE REST IS UNKNOWN." ABOVE THE FIGURE RISING FROM THE FLAMES ON THE RIGHT IS THE STATEMENT: "HE WAS RESURRECTED AFTER NEW MOON," AND UNDER THE EAGLE: "THOU SHALT NOT FLY FURTHER WITH ME."
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LEAF 21. THE UPPER LINE READS: "TWO THINGS AND DOUBLE, BUT FINALLY ONE IS DISSOLVED INTO THE FIRST AND THEY MAKE SPERM." THE FOUR CAPITALS. I A A T, ARE THE INITIAL LETTERS OF THE NAMES OF THE ELEMENTS: IGNIS, AER, AQUA, AND TERRA. THE WRITING UNDER THEM READS: "OUR FIRE IS WATER; IF YOU CAN GIVE FIRE TO FIRE, FIRE AND MERCURY WILL SUFFICE." ALONG THE ARM APPEAR THE WORDS: "THE ART OF THE STONE IS," AND ON THE RIBBON: "SWIFT, BRIEF, BRIGHT, AND RARE." THE TWO LINES UNDER THE RIBBON READ: "EVERY HAND IS A KEY, BECAUSE IT WAS CALLED THE HERB CELANDINE"; UNDER THE SUN: "I AM THE GIFT OF GOD " THE VERSE READS: "SO THAT YOU REMAIN CONTENTED IN ALL MATTERS, I MUST LISTEN ATTENTIVELY. MY BODY [IS] NAKED, CLEAN, AND SHINING, AND I RUN LIKE OIL READY TO DROP, RESPLENDENT LIKE BRIGHT GOLD, AND THEN SUCCUMB TO THE PLAGUE IN ITS BRIGHT AND CHEERFUL LITTLE CHAMBER [RETORT]."
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LEAF 22. THE VERSE IN THE UPPER LEFT IS AS FOLLOWS: "THIS GROUP IS COMPOSED OF THREE STONES: LUNAR, SOLAR, AND MERCURIAL. IN THE LUNAR IS WHITE SULPHUR; IN THE SOLAR, RED SULPHUR, IN THE MERCURIAL, BOTH; I.E. WHITE AND RED, AND THIS IS THE STRENGTH OF ALL INSTRUCTION." IN THE BOTTLE AT THE LEFT ARE THE WORDS: "DISSOLVING, CALCINATION, SUBLIMATION COMPLETE THE INSTRUCTION"; AND AT THE BASE: "WASH, CONGEAL, AND COAGULATE. " UNDER THE CENTRAL TOWER IS WRITTEN: "METALLIC SALTS, HOWEVER, ARE HIDDEN BY ONE LETTER"; AROUND THE BOTTOM OF THE RED CIRCLE: "DRYNESS, COLDNESS, HUMIDITY, HEAT, AND DRYNESS." ON THE POINTS BELOW ARE THE NAMES OF THE FOUR ELEMENTS. THE INITIAL, I A A T APPEAR FOUR TIMES WITH THE SAME MEANING AS THAT ALREADY GIVEN. THE THREE POWERS OF THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE ARE SYMBOLIZED BY THE HEADS OF THE CHERUBS IN THE CIRCLE IN THE UPPER LEFT CORNER.
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LEAF 23. THE WRITING AT THE UPPER LEFT IS, IN SUBSTANCE, THE LORD'S PRAYER, WITH THE ADDITION OF THE WORDS JESUS AND MARY AT THE END. THE INVERTED WORDS IN THE BANNER READ: "YE CAN DO NOTHING WITHOUT ME, FOR GOD HAS SO PROMISED, SAYING 'SO BE IT.'" THE TEXT UNDER THE ANGEL READS: "BY THIS PLAGUE HE WILL BE DAMNED WHO KNOWS HE IS DEAD, ALL COLD IN A BLACK BODY. AND LET THIS BE THY FIRST COMFORT: THEN HE WILL BURN UNTO CALCINATION. WHEN I HAVE REDUCED HIM WITHIN THIS DOOR, KNOW FOR CERTAIN THAT I SHALL BE BLESSED IF I SHALL KNOW HOW TO CULTIVATE THE GARDEN." THE MAIN PART OF THE LEAF IS DEVOTED TO AN ELABORATE SYMBOLIC DRAWING OF ALCHEMICAL EQUIPMENT, UNDER WHICH ARE THE WORDS: "THE FURNACE OF DISTILLATION, CONGEALING, RECTIFICATION, PERFECTION, FIXATION: QUINTESSENCE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS." BY "QUINTESSENCE" SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD THE "FIFTH ESSENCE" OF THE MOST-WISE.
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LEAF 24. THE WORDS AT THE TOP READ: "I, THE BIRD [THE ADEPT], SPEAK INTO THINE EARS FROM THE SUN, MOON AND AZOTH. THE WORK IS PERFECTED WITH LITTLE LABOR." THE PANEL TO THE LEFT DESCRIBES THE NATURE OF PRIMORDIAL MATTER AND THE DRINK OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. THE TEXT TO THE RIGHT READS: "THIS IS MY BELOVED SON WHOM I SAW AND LOVED. IF HE BE RESURRECTED, HE WILL REMAIN AT HOME, AND IN THAT HOUSE THE SPIRIT WILL BE THE SOUL AND THE BODY; FOR MERCURY MAY BE CALLED THE SON OF THE SUN AND THE MOON." UNDER THE CHILD'S FIGURE IS ADDED: "IF HE WERE NOT DEAD, I SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN HIS MOTHER. I BORE HIM AFTER DEATH BEFORE HE WAS BORN IN THE WORLD; UNDER MY FEET I HAVE WHAT WAS HIS, AND OUT OF ME AND MY SON AND THE FOUNDATION OF MY FEET THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE IS MADE." AT THE LOWER LEFT THE THREE CONSTITUENTS OF THE STONE ARE SHOWN ELEVATED UPON A PEDESTAL TO SIGNIFY THEIR DIGNITY.
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LEAF 25. ABOVE THE FIGURE OF THE QUEEN ARE THREE LINES STATING, IN SUBSTANCE, THAT IN THE BEGINNING OF THE BOOK IT WAS WRITTEN OF HER THAT FROM HER MATERNAL BREASTS SHE NOURISHED THE SUN, AND THAT HE WHO WAS CAPABLE OF CONVERTING HER INTO PRIMAL MATTER POSSESSED RARE SKILL. OPPOSITE THE QUEEN'S HEAD ARE THE WORDS: "IN THE HIGHEST MOUNTAINS THIS WATER" AND "I AM THE LIGHT OF THE PHILOSOPHERS." TO THE LEFT OF THE QUEEN IS AN ADMONITION TO STRIKE THE SONS WHOM SHE BEARS. SHE CALLS HERSELF "THE MOTHER OF THE SUN, THE SISTER OF THE MOON, AND THE SERVANT AND SPOUSE OF MERCURY." ON THE RIGHT SHE IS MADE TO EXCLAIM: "I CANNOT BE CROWNED UNLESS THESE SONS OF MINE BECOME ASHES. " THE SONS ARE SHOWN DIRECTLY BELOW. THE VERSE UNDER THE QUEEN CONTINUES THE ALCHEMICAL PROCESSES, DESCRIBING THE METHOD IN WHICH THE EXUDATIONS FROM THE SUBSTANCE SHOULD BE PRESERVED.
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LEAF 26. THIS PAGE, WHICH CONCLUDES THAT PART OF THE HERMETIC MANUSCRIPT BEARING THE SYMBOLS OF THE SECRET WORK, CONTAINS A NUMBER OF EMBLEMS NOT DIRECTLY CORRELATED. AT THE TOP IS THE HEAD OF THE KING--THE MOST COMMON OF ALCHEMICAL FIGURES. TO THE RIGHT OF THE KING IS AN ALCHEMICAL VESSEL DESIGNATED THE HERMETIC SEAL. BELOW IS THE HEAD OF A FEROCIOUS BIRD, HERE DESIGNATED A GRIFFON. TO THE LEFT OF THE KING IS A HEADLESS FIGURE ELEVATING A SUN, OR SPIRITUAL FACE. THIS FIGURE IS THE WORLD, WHICH MUST BE HEADLESS, SINCE ITS SPIRITUAL AND RATIONAL PART IS NOT MATERIAL AND CONSEQUENTLY, IS INVISIBLE. BELOW IS A CIRCLE UNACCOMPANIED BY DESCRIPTIVE MATTER. DIRECTLY UNDER THE KING'S HEAD IS A VASE OF FLOWERS, IN WHICH RISES THE GOLDEN PLANT OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE IS ADDITIONAL ALCHEMICAL EQUIPMENT, THIS ALSO BEING TERMED A HERMETIC SEAL.
THE CHEMICAL MARRIAGE
THE SELF-ADMITTED AUTHOR OF THE CHEMICAL MARRIAGE, JOHANN VALENTIN ANDREAE, BORN IN WÜRTTEMBERG IN 1586, WAS TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS OF AGE WHEN THAT WORK WAS FIRST PUBLISHED. IT WAS PRESUMABLY WRITTEN ABOUT TWELVE YEARS PRIOR TO ITS PUBLICATION--OR WHEN THE AUTHOR WAS FIFTEEN OR SIXTEEN YEARS OLD. THE FACT IS ALMOST INCREDIBLE THAT ONE SO YOUNG COULD PRODUCE A VOLUME CONTAINING THE WEALTH OF SYMBOLIC THOUGHT AND PHILOSOPHY HIDDEN BETWEEN THE LINES OF THE CHEMICAL MARRIAGE. THIS BOOK MAKES THE EARLIEST KNOWN REFERENCE TO CHRISTIAN ROSENCREUTZ, AND IS GENERALLY REGARDED AS THE THIRD OF THE SERIES OF ORIGINAL ROSICRUCIAN MANIFESTOES. AS A SYMBOLIC WORK, THE BOOK ITSELF IS HOPELESSLY IRRECONCILABLE WITH THE STATEMENTS MADE BY ANDREÆ CONCERNING IT. THE STORY OF THE CHEMICAL MARRIAGE RELATES IN DETAIL A SERIES OF INCIDENTS OCCURRING TO AN AGED MAN, PRESUMABLY THE FATHER C.R.C. OF THE FAMA AND CONFESSIO. IF FATHER C.R.C. WAS BORN IN 1378, AS STATED IN THE CONFESSIO, AND IS IDENTICAL WITH THE CHRISTIAN ROSENCREUTZ OF THE CHEMICAL MARRIAGE, HE WAS ELEVATED TO THE DIGNITY OF A KNIGHT OF THE GOLDEN STONE IN THE EIGHTY-FIRST YEAR OF HIS LIFE (1459). IN THE LIGHT OF HIS OWN STATEMENTS, IT IS INCONCEIVABLE THAT ANDREÆ COULD HAVE BEEN FATHER ROSY CROSS. MANY FIGURES FOUND IN THE VARIOUS BOOKS ON SYMBOLISM PUBLISHED IN THE EARLY PART OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY BEAR A STRIKING RESEMBLANCE TO THE CHARACTERS AND EPISODES IN THE CHEMICAL MARRIAGE. THE ALCHEMICAL WEDDING MAY PROVE TO BE THE KEY TO THE RIDDLE OF BACONIAN ROSICRUCIANISM. THE PRESENCE IN THE GERMAN TEXT OF THE CHEMICAL MARRIAGE OF SOME WORDS IN ENGLISH INDICATES ITS AUTHOR TO HAVE BEEN CONVERSANT ALSO WITH THAT LANGUAGE. THE FOLLOWING SUMMARY OF THE MAIN EPISODES OF THE SEVEN DAYS OF THE CHEMICAL MARRIAGE WILL GIVE THE READER A FAIRLY COMPREHENSIVE IDEA OF THE PROFUNDITY OF ITS SYMBOLISM. 
THE FIRST DAY [SUNDAY]
CHRISTIAN ROSENCREUTZ, HAVING PREPARED IN HIS HEART THE PASCHAL LAMB TOGETHER WITH A SMALL UNLEAVENED LOAF, WAS DISTURBED WHILE AT PRAYER ONE EVENING BEFORE EASTER BY A VIOLENT STORM WHICH THREATENED TO DEMOLISH NOT ONLY HIS LITTLE HOUSE BUT THE VERY HILL ON WHICH IT STOOD. IN THE MIDST OF THE TEMPEST HE WAS TOUCHED ON THE BACK AND, TURNING, HE BEHELD A GLORIOUS WOMAN WITH WINGS FILLED WITH EYES, AND ROBED IN SKY-COLORED GARMENTS SPANGLED WITH STARS. IN ONE HAND SHE HELD A TRUMPET AND IN THE OTHER A BUNDLE OF LETTERS IN EVERY LANGUAGE. HANDING A LETTER TO C.R.C., SHE IMMEDIATELY ASCENDED INTO THE AIR, AT THE SAME TIME BLOWING UPON HER TRUMPET A BLAST WHICH SHOOK THE HOUSE. UPON THE SEAL OF THE LETTER WAS A CURIOUS CROSS AND THE WORDS: IN HOC SIGNO VINCES. WITHIN, TRACED IN LETTERS OF GOLD ON AN AZURE FIELD, WAS AN INVITATION TO A ROYAL WEDDING. C.R.C. WAS DEEPLY MOVED BY THE INVITATION BECAUSE IT WAS THE FULFILLMENT OF A PROPHECY WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED SEVEN YEARS BEFORE, BUT SO UNWORTHY DID HE FEEL THAT HE WAS PARALYZED WITH FEAR. AT LENGTH, AFTER RESORTING TO PRAYER, HE SOUGHT SLEEP. IN HIS DREAMS HE FOUND HIMSELF IN A LOATHSOME DUNGEON WITH A MULTITUDE OF OTHER MEN, ALL BOUND AND FETTERED WITH GREAT CHAINS. THE GRIEVOUSNESS OF THEIR SUFFERINGS WAS INCREASED AS THEY STUMBLED OVER EACH OTHER IN THE DARKNESS. SUDDENLY FROM ABOVE CAME THE SOUND OF TRUMPETS; THE COVER OF THE DUNGEON WAS LIFTED, AND A RAY OF LIGHT PIERCED THE GLOOM. FRAMED IN THE LIGHT STOOD A HOARY-HEADED MAN WHO ANNOUNCED THAT A ROPE WOULD BE LOWERED SEVEN TIMES AND WHOEVER COULD CLING TO THE ROPE WOULD BE DRAWN UP TO FREEDOM. GREAT CONFUSION ENSUED. ALL SOUGHT TO GRASP THE ROPE AND MANY WERE PULLED AWAY FROM IT BY OTHERS. C.R.C. DESPAIRED OF BEING SAVED, BUT SUDDENLY THE ROPE SWUNG TOWARDS HIM AND, GRASPING IT, HE WAS RAISED FROM THE DUNGEON. AN AGED WOMAN CALLED THE "ANCIENT MATRON" WROTE IN A GOLDEN YELLOW BOOK THE NAMES OF THOSE DRAWN FORTH, AND EACH OF THE REDEEMED WAS GIVEN FOR REMEMBRANCE A PIECE OF GOLD BEARING THE SYMBOL OF THE SUN AND THE LETTERS D L S. C.R.C., WHO HAD BEEN INJURED WHILE CLINGING TO THE ROPE, FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO WALK. THE AGED WOMAN BADE HIM NOT TO WORRY, BUT TO THANK GOD WHO HAD PERMITTED HIM TO COME INTO SO HIGH A LIGHT. THEREUPON TRUMPETS SOUNDED AND C.R.C. AWOKE, BUT SO VIVID WAS THE DREAM THAT HE WAS STILL SENSIBLE OF THE WOUNDS RECEIVED WHILE ASLEEP. WITH RENEWED FAITH C. R. C. AROSE AND PREPARED HIMSELF FOR THE HERMETIC MARRIAGE. HE DONNED A WHITE LINEN COAT AND BOUND A RED RIBBON CROSSWISE OVER HIS SHOULDERS. IN HIS HAT HE STUCK FOUR ROSES AND FOR FOOD HE CARRIED BREAD, WATER, AND SALT. BEFORE LEAVING HIS COTTAGE, HE KNELT AND VOWED THAT WHATEVER KNOWLEDGE WAS REVEALED TO HIM HE WOULD DEVOTE TO THE SERVICE OF HIS NEIGHBOR. HE THEN DEPARTED FROM HIS HOUSE WITH JOY.
THE SECOND DAY [MONDAY]
[bookmark: img_16100]AS HE ENTERED THE FOREST SURROUNDING HIS LITTLE HOUSE, IT SEEMED TO C.R.C. THAT ALL NATURE HAD JOYOUSLY PREPARED FOR THE WEDDING. AS HE PROCEEDED SINGING MERRILY, HE CAME TO A GREEN HEATH IN WHICH STOOD THREE GREAT CEDARS, ONE BEARING A TABLET WITH AN INSCRIPTION DESCRIBING THE FOUR PATHS THAT LED TO THE PALACE OF THE KING: THE FIRST SHORT AND DANGEROUS, THE SECOND CIRCUITOUS, THE THIRD A PLEASANT AND ROYAL ROAD, AND THE FOURTH SUITABLE ONLY FOR INCORRUPTIBLE BODIES. WEARY AND PERPLEXED, C.R.C. DECIDED TO REST AND, CUTTING A SLICE OF BREAD, WAS ABOUT TO PARTAKE THEREOF WHEN A WHITE DOVE BEGGED IT FROM HIM. THE DOVE WAS AT ONCE ATTACKED BY A RAVEN, AND IN HIS EFFORTS TO SEPARATE THE BIRDS C.R.C. UNKNOWINGLY RAN A CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE ALONG ONE OF THE FOUR PATHS--THAT LEADING SOUTHWARD. A TERRIFIC WIND PREVENTING HIM FROM RETRACING HIS STEPS, THE WEDDING GUEST RESIGNED HIMSELF TO THE LOSS OF HIS BREAD AND CONTINUED ALONG THE ROAD UNTIL HE ESPIED IN THE DISTANCE A GREAT GATE. THE SUN BEING LOW, HE HASTENED TOWARDS THE PORTAL, UPON WHICH, AMONG OTHER FIGURES, WAS A TABLET BEARING THE WORDS PROCUL HINC PROCUL ITE PROFANI. A GATEKEEPER IN SKY-COLORED HABIT IMMEDIATELY ASKED C.R.C. FOR HIS LETTER OF INVITATION AND, ON RECEIVING IT, BADE HIM ENTER AND REQUESTED THAT HE PURCHASE A TOKEN. AFTER DESCRIBING HIMSELF AS A BROTHER OF THE RED ROSIE CROSS, C.R.C. RECEIVED IN EXCHANGE FOR HIS WATER BOTTLE A GOLDEN DISK BEARING THE LETTERS S C. NIGHT DRAWING NEAR, THE WANDERER HASTENED ON TO A SECOND GATE, GUARDED BY A LION, AND TO WHICH WAS AFFIXED A TABLET WITH THE WORDS DATE ET DABITUR VOLIS, WHERE HE PRESENTED A LETTER GIVEN HIM BY THE FIRST GATEKEEPER. BEING URGED TO PURCHASE A TOKEN BEARING THE LETTERS S M, HE GAVE HIS LITTLE PACKAGE OF SALT AND THEN HASTENED ON TO REACH THE PALACE GATES BEFORE THEY WERE LOCKED FOR THE NIGHT. A BEAUTIFUL VIRGIN CALLED VIRGO LUCIFERA WAS EXTINGUISHING THE CASTLE LIGHTS AS C.R.C. APPROACHED, AND HE WAS BARELY ABLE TO SQUEEZE THROUGH THE CLOSING GATES. AS THEY CLOSED, THEY CAUGHT PART OF HIS COAT, WHICH HE WAS FORCED TO LEAVE BEHIND. HERE HIS NAME WAS WRITTEN IN THE LORD BRIDEGROOM'S LITTLE VELLUM BOOK AND HE WAS PRESENTED WITH A NEW PAIR OF SHOES AND ALSO A TOKEN BEARING THE LETTERS S P N. HE WAS THEN CONDUCTED BY PAGES TO A SMALL CHAMBER WHERE THE "ICE-GREY LOCKS" WERE CUT FROM THE CROWN OF HIS HEAD BY INVISIBLE BARBERS, AFTER WHICH HE WAS USHERED INTO A SPACIOUS HALL WHERE A GOODLY NUMBER OF KINGS, PRINCES, AND COMMONERS WERE ASSEMBLED. AT THE SOUND OF TRUMPETS EACH SEATED HIMSELF AT THE TABLE, TAKING A POSITION CORRESPONDING TO HIS DIGNITY, SO THAT C.R.C. RECEIVED A VERY HUMBLE SEAT. MOST OF THE PSEUDO-PHILOSOPHERS, PRESENT BEING VAIN PRETENDERS, THE BANQUET BECAME AN ORGY, WHICH, HOWEVER, SUDDENLY CEASED AT THE SOUND OF---
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THE MOST REMARKABLE OF ALL THE PUBLICATIONS INVOLVED IN THE ROSICRUCIAN CONTROVERSY IS THAT OF THE CHEMICAL MARRIAGE, PUBLISHED IN STRASBOURG. THIS WORK, WHICH IS VERY RARE, SHOULD BE REPRODUCED IN EXACT FACSIMILE TO PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH THE OPPORTUNITY OF EXAMINING THE ACTUAL TEXT FOR THE VARIOUS FORMS OF CIPHER EMPLOYED. PROBABLY NO OTHER VOLUME IN THE HISTORY OR LITERATURE CREATED SUCH A PROFOUND DISTURBANCE AS THIS UNPRETENTIOUS LITTLE BOOK. IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING ITS PUBLICATION, THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH THE VOLUME WAS INTENDED BECAME THE SUBJECT OF POPULAR SPECULATION. IT WAS BOTH ATTACKED AND DEFENDED BY THEOLOGIANS AND PHILOSOPHERS ALIKE, BUT WHEN THE VARIOUS CONTENDING ELEMENTS ARE SIMMERED DOWN THE MYSTERIES SURROUNDING THE BOOK REMAIN UNSOLVED. THAT ITS AUTHOR WAS A MAN OF EXCEPTIONAL LEARNING WAS ADMITTED, AND IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT THOSE MINDS WHICH POSSESSED THE DEEPEST UNDERSTANDING OF NATURE'S MYSTERIES WERE AMONG THOSE PROFOUNDLY IMPRESSED BY THE CONTENTS OF THE CHEMICAL MARRIAGE STATELY AND INSPIRED MUSIC. FOR NEARLY HALF AN HOUR NO ONE SPOKE. THEN AMIDST A GREAT SOUND THE DOOR OF THE DINING HALL SWUNG OPEN AND THOUSANDS OF LIGHTED TAPERS HELD BY INVISIBLE HANDS ENTERED. THESE WERE FOLLOWED BY THE TWO PAGES LIGHTING THE BEAUTIFUL VIRGO LUCIFERA SEATED ON A SELF-MOVING THRONE. THE WHITE-AND-GOLD-ROBED VIRGIN THEN ROSE AND ANNOUNCED THAT TO PREVENT THE ADMISSION OF UNWORTHY PERSONS TO THE MYSTICAL WEDDING A SET OF SCALES WOULD BE ERECTED THE FOLLOWING DAY UPON WHICH EACH GUEST WOULD BE WEIGHED TO DETERMINE HIS INTEGRITY. THOSE UNWILLING TO UNDERGO THIS ORDEAL SHE STATED SHOULD REMAIN IN THE DINING HALL. SHE THEN WITHDREW, BUT MANY OF THE TAPERS STAYED TO ACCOMPANY THE GUESTS TO THEIR QUARTERS FOR THE NIGHT. MOST OF THOSE PRESENT WERE PRESUMPTUOUS ENOUGH TO BELIEVE THAT THEY COULD BE SAFETY WEIGHED, BUT NINE--INCLUDING C.R.C.--FELT THEIR SHORTCOMINGS SO DEEPLY THAT THEY FEARED THE OUTCOME AND REMAINED IN THE HALL WHILE THE OTHERS WERE LED AWAY TO THEIR SLEEPING CHAMBERS. THESE NINE WERE BOUND WITH ROPES AND LEFT ALONE IN DARKNESS. C.R.C. THEN DREAMED THAT HE SAW MANY MEN SUSPENDED OVER THE EARTH BY THREADS, AND AMONG THEM FLEW AN AGED MAN WHO, CUTTING HERE AND THERE A THREAD, CAUSED MANY TO FALL TO EARTH. THOSE WHO IN ARROGANCE HAD SOARED TO LOFTY HEIGHTS ACCORDINGLY FELL A GREATER DISTANCE AND SUSTAINED MORE SERIOUS INJURY THAN THE MORE-HUMBLE ONES WHO, FALLING BUT A SHORT DISTANCE, OFTEN LANDED WITHOUT MISHAP. CONSIDERING THIS DREAM TO BE A GOOD OMEN, C.R.C. RELATED IT TO A COMPANION, CONTINUING IN DISCOURSE WITH HIM UNTIL DAWN.
THE THIRD DAY [TUESDAY]
SOON AFTER DAWN THE TRUMPETS SOUNDED AND THE VIRGO LUCIFERA, ARRAYED IN RED VELVET, GIRDED WITH A WHITE SASH, AND CROWNED WITH A LAUREL WREATH, ENTERED ACCOMPANIED BY TWO HUNDRED MEN IN RED-AND-WHITE LIVERY. SHE INTIMATED TO C.R.C. AND HIS EIGHT COMPANIONS THAT THEY MIGHT FARE BETTER THAN THE OTHER, SELF-SATISFIED GUESTS. GOLDEN SCALES WERE THEN HUNG IN THE MIDST OF THE HALL AND NEAR THEM WERE PLACED SEVEN WEIGHTS, ONE GOOD-SIZED, FOUR SMALL, AND TWO VERY LARGE. THE MEN IN LIVERY, EACH CARRYING A NAKED SWORD AND A STRONG ROPE, WERE DIVIDED INTO SEVEN GROUPS AND FROM EACH GROUP WAS CHOSEN A CAPTAIN, WHO WAS GIVEN CHARGE OF ONE OF THE WEIGHTS. HAVING REMOUNTED HER HIGH THRONE, VIRGO LUCIFERA ORDERED THE CEREMONY TO BEGIN. THE FIRST TO STEP ON THE SCALES WAS AN EMPEROR SO VIRTUOUS THAT THE BALANCES DID NOT TIP UNTIL SIX WEIGHTS HAD BEEN PLACED UPON THE OPPOSITE END. HE WAS THEREFORE TURNED OVER TO THE SIXTH GROUP. THE RICH AND POOR ALIKE STOOD UPON THE SCALES, BUT ONLY A FEW PASSED THE TEST SUCCESSFULLY. TO THESE WERE GIVEN VELVET ROBES AND WREATHS OF LAUREL, AFTER WHICH THEY WERE SEATED UPON THE STEPS OF VIRGO LUCIFERA'S THRONE. THOSE WHO FAILED WERE RIDICULED AND SCOURGED. THE "INQUISITION" BEING FINISHED, ONE OF THE CAPTAINS BEGGED VIRGO LUCIFERA TO PERMIT THE NINE MEN WHO HAD DECLARED THEMSELVES UNWORTHY ALSO TO BE WEIGHED, AND THIS CAUSED C.R.C. ANGUISH AND FEAR. OF THE FIRST SEVEN ONE SUCCEEDED AND WAS GREETED WITH JOY. C.R.C. WAS THE EIGHTH AND HE NOT ONLY WITHSTOOD ALL THE WEIGHTS BUT EVEN WHEN THREE MEN HUNG ON THE OPPOSITE END OF THE BEAM HE COULD NOT BE MOVED. A PAGE CRIED OUT: "THAT IS HE!" C.R.C. WAS QUICKLY SET AT LIBERTY AND PERMITTED TO RELEASE ONE OF THE CAPTIVES. HE CHOSE THE FIRST EMPEROR. VIRGO LUCIFERA THEN REQUESTED THE RED ROSES THAT C.R.C. CARRIED, WHICH HE IMMEDIATELY GAVE HER. THE CEREMONY OF THE SCALES ENDED ABOUT TEN O'CLOCK IN THE FORENOON. AFTER AGREEING UPON THE PENALTIES TO BE IMPOSED UPON THOSE WHOSE SHORTCOMINGS HAD BEEN THUS EXPOSED, A DINNER WAS SERVED TO ALL. THE FEW SUCCESSFUL "ARTISTS," INCLUDING C.R.C., WERE GIVEN THE CHIEF SEATS, AFTER WHICH THE GOLDEN FLEECE AND A FLYING LION WERE BESTOWED UPON THEM IN THE NAME OF THE BRIDEGROOM. VIRGO LUCIFERA THEN PRESENTED A MAGNIFICENT GOBLET TO THE GUESTS, STATING THAT THE KING HAD REQUESTED ALL TO SHARE ITS CONTENTS, FOLLOWING THIS, C.R.C. AND HIS COMPANIONS WERE TAKEN OUT UPON A SCAFFOLDING WHERE THEY BEHELD THE VARIOUS PENALTIES SUFFERED BY THOSE WHO FAILED. BEFORE LEAVING THE PALACE, EACH OF THE REJECTED GUESTS WAS GIVEN A DRAUGHT OF FORGETFULNESS. THE ELECT THEN RETURNED TO THE CASTLE, WHERE TO EACH WAS ASSIGNED A LEARNED PAGE, WHO CONDUCTED THEM THROUGH THE VARIOUS PARTS OF THE EDIFICE. C.R.C. SAW MANY THINGS HIS COMPANIONS WERE NOT PRIVILEGED TO BEHOLD, INCLUDING THE ROYAL SEPULCHER, WHERE HE LEARNED "MORE THAN IS EXTANT IN ALL BOOKS." HE ALSO VISITED A MAGNIFICENT LIBRARY AND AN OBSERVATORY CONTAINING A GREAT GLOBE THIRTY FEET IN DIAMETER AND WITH ALL THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD MARKED UPON IT. AT SUPPER THE VARIOUS GUESTS PROPOUNDED ENIGMAS AND C.R.C. SOLVED THE RIDDLE WHICH VIRGO LUCIFERA ASKED CONCERNING HER OWN IDENTITY. THEN ENTERED THE DINING HALL TWO YOUTHS AND SIX VIRGINS BEAUTIFULLY ROBED, FOLLOWED BY A SEVENTH VIRGIN WEARING A CORONET. THE LATTER WAS CALLED THE DUCHESS, AND WAS MISTAKEN FOR THE HERMETIC BRIDE. THE DUCHESS TOLD C.R.C. THAT HE HAD RECEIVED MORE THAN THE OTHERS, THEREFORE SHOULD MAKE A GREATER RETURN. THE DUCHESS THEN ASKED EACH OF THE VIRGINS TO PICK UP ONE OF THE SEVEN WEIGHTS WHICH STILL REMAINED IN THE GREAT ROOM. TO VIRGO LUCIFERA WAS GIVEN THE HEAVIEST WEIGHT, WHICH WAS HUNG IN THE QUEEN'S CHAMBER DURING THE SINGING OF A HYMN. IN THE SECOND CHAMBER THE FIRST VIRGIN HUNG HER WEIGHT DURING A SIMILAR CEREMONY; THUS, THEY PROCEEDED FROM ROOM TO ROOM UNTIL THE WEIGHTS HAD BEEN DISPOSED OF. THE DUCHESS THEN PRESENTED HER HAND TO C. R. C. AND HIS COMPANIONS AND, FOLLOWED BY HER VIRGINS, WITHDREW. PAGES THEN CONDUCTED THE GUESTS TO THEIR SLEEPING CHAMBERS. THE ONE ASSIGNED TO C.R.C. WAS HUNG WITH RARE TAPESTRIES AND WITH BEAUTIFUL PAINTINGS. 
THE FOURTH DAY [WEDNESDAY]
[bookmark: img_16200]AFTER WASHING AND DRINKING IN THE GARDEN FROM A FOUNTAIN WHICH BORE SEVERAL INSCRIPTIONS--AMONG THEM ONE READING, "DRINK, BROTHERS, AND LIVE"--THE GUESTS, LED BY VIRGO LUCIFERA, ASCENDED THE 365 STEPS OF THE ROYAL WINDING STAIRS. THE GUESTS WERE GIVEN WREATHS OF LAUREL AND, A CURTAIN BEING RAISED, FOUND THEMSELVES IN THE PRESENCE OF THE KING AND QUEEN. C.R.C. WAS AWESTRUCK BY THE GLORY OF THE THRONE ROOM AND ESPECIALLY BY THE MAGNIFICENCE OF THE QUEEN'S ROBES, WHICH WERE SO DAZZLING THAT HE COULD NOT GAZE UPON THEM. EACH GUEST WAS PRESENTED TO THE KING BY ONE OF THE VIRGINS AND AFTER THIS CEREMONY THE VIRGO LUCIFERA MADE A SHORT SPEECH IN WHICH SHE RECITED THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE HONEST "ARTISTS" AND BEGGED THAT EACH BE QUESTIONED AS TO WHETHER SHE HAD PROPERLY FULFILLED HER DUTY. OLD ATLAS THEN STEPPED FORWARD AND IN THE NAME OF THEIR ROYAL MAJESTIES GREETED THE INTREPID BAND OF PHILOSOPHERS AND ASSURED VIRGO LUCIFERA THAT SHE SHOULD RECEIVE A ROYAL REWARD. THE LENGTH OF THE THRONE ROOM WAS FIVE TIMES ITS WIDTH. TO THE WEST WAS A GREAT PORCH IN WHICH STOOD THREE THRONES, THE CENTRAL ONE ELEVATED. ON EACH THRONE SAT TWO PERSONS: ON THE FIRST AN ANCIENT KING WITH A YOUNG CONSORT; ON THE THIRD A BLACK KING WITH A VEILED MATRON BESIDE HIM; AND ON THE CENTRAL THRONE TWO YOUNG PERSONS OVER WHOSE HEADS HUNG A LARGE AND COSTLY CROWN, ABOUT WHICH HOVERED A LITTLE CUPID WHO SHOT HIS ARROWS FIRST AT THE TWO LOVERS AND THEN ABOUT THE HALL. BEFORE THE QUEEN A BOOK BOUND IN BLACK VELVET LAY ON A SMALL ALTAR, ON WHICH WERE GOLDEN DECORATIONS. BESIDE THIS WERE A BURNING CANDLE, A CELESTIAL GLOBE, A SMALL STRIKING-WATCH, A LITTLE CRYSTAL PIPE FROM WHICH RAN A STREAM OF CLEAR BLOOD-RED LIQUOR, AND A SKULL WITH A WHITE SERPENT CRAWLING IN AND OUT OF THE ORBITS. AFTER THEIR PRESENTATIONS, THE GUESTS RETIRED DOWN THE WINDING STAIRS TO THE GREAT HALL. 
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KEY TO THE GREAT PHILOSOPHICAL SECRET.
THIS PLATE, WHICH IS THE KEY TO MYSTIC CHRISTIAN ALCHEMY, IS MISSING FROM ALMOST EVERY COPY OF THE THEATRUM CHEMICUM BRITANNICUM, A WORK COMPILED BY ELIAS ASHMOLE AND CONTAINING ABOUT A SCORE OF PIECES BY ENGLISH POETS TREATING OF THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE AND THE HERMETIC MYSTERIES. IN VIEW OF THE CONSISTENT MANNER IN WHICH THE PLATE DISAPPEARED, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE DIAGRAM WAS PURPOSELY REMOVED BECAUSE IT REVEALED TOO PLAINLY THE ROSICRUCIAN ARCANA. WORTHY OF NOTICE ALSO IS THE CARE WITH WHICH OWNERS' NAMES HAVE BEEN EFFACED FROM EARLY BOOKS PERTAINING TO ALCHEMY AND HERMETICISM. THE ORIGINAL NAMES ARE USUALLY RENDERED ILLEGIBLE BEING COVERED WITH HEAVY INK LINES, THE PROCEDURE OFTEN SERIOUSLY DEFACING THE VOLUME, WHILE AN OCCASIONAL EXCEPTION IS FOUND, IN PRACTICALLY EVERY INSTANCE THE MUTILATED BOOKS EITHER DEAL WITH ROSICRUCIANISM OR CONTAIN CRYPTIC WRITINGS OF SUSPECTED ROSICRUCIAN ORIGIN. IT IS PRESUMED THAT THIS PRACTICE OF OBLITERATING THE, OWNER’S NAMES WAS TO PREVENT THE EARLY ROSICRUCIAN’S AND HERMETISTS FROM BEING DISCOVERED THROUGH THE VOLUMES COMPOSING THEIR LIBRARIES. ELIAS ASHMOLE'S PLATE SHOWS THE ANALOGIES BETWEEN THE LIFE OF CHRIST AND THE FOUR GRAND DIVISIONS OF THE ALCHEMICAL PROCESS. HEREIN IS ALSO REVEALED THE TEACHING THAT THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE ITSELF IS A MACROCOSM AND A MICROCOSM, EMBODYING THE PRINCIPLES OF ASTRONOMY AND COSMOGONY, BOTH UNIVERSAL AND HUMAN. LATER THE VIRGO LUCIFERA ANNOUNCED THAT A COMEDY WAS TO BE PERFORMED FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE SIX ROYAL GUESTS IN A BUILDING CALLED THE HOUSE OF THE SUN. C.R.C. AND HIS COMPANIONS FORMED PART OF THE ROYAL PROCESSION, WHICH AFTER A CONSIDERABLE WALK ARRIVED AT THE THEATER. THE PLAY WAS IN SEVEN ACTS, AND AFTER ITS HAPPY ENDING ALL RETURNED THROUGH THE GARDEN AND UP THE WINDING STAIRS TO THE THRONE ROOM. C.R.C. NOTICED THE YOUNG KING WAS VERY SAD AND THAT AT THE BANQUET FOLLOWING HE OFTEN SENT MEAT TO THE WHITE SERPENT IN THE SKULL. THE FEAST OVER, THE YOUNG KING, HOLDING IN HIS HAND THE LITTLE BLACK BOOK FROM THE ALTAR, ASKED THE GUESTS IF THEY WOULD ALL BE TRUE TO HIM THROUGH PROSPERITY AND ADVERSITY, AND WHEN THEY TREMBLINGLY AGREED HE ASKED THAT EACH SHOULD SIGN HIS NAME IN THE LITTLE BLACK BOOK AS PROOF OF HIS FEALTY. THE ROYAL PERSONS THEN DRANK FROM THE LITTLE CRYSTAL FOUNTAIN, THE OTHERS AFTERWARDS DOING LIKEWISE. THIS WAS CALLED THE "DRAUGHT OF SILENCE." THE ROYAL PERSONS THEN SADLY SHOOK HANDS WITH ALL PRESENT. SUDDENLY A LITTLE BELL TINKLED AND IMMEDIATELY THE KINGS AND QUEENS TOOK OFF THEIR WHITE GARMENTS AND DONNED BLACK ONES, THE ROOM WAS HUNG IN SABLE DRAPERIES, AND THE TABLES WERE REMOVED. THE EYES OF THE ROYAL PERSONS WERE BOUND WITH SIX BLACK TAFFETA SCARFS AND SIX COFFINS WERE PLACED IN THE CENTER OF THE ROOM. AN EXECUTIONER, A MOOR, ROBED IN BLACK AND BEARING AN AXE, ENTERED, AND BEHEADED IN TURN EACH OF THE SIX ROYAL PERSONS. THE BLOOD OF EACH WAS CAUGHT IN A GOLDEN GOBLET, WHICH WAS PLACED IN THE COFFINS WITH THE BODY. THE EXECUTIONER WAS ALSO DECAPITATED AND HIS HEAD PLACED IN A SMALL CHEST. THE VIRGO LUCIFERA, AFTER ASSURING C.R.C. AND HIS COMPANIONS THAT ALL SHOULD BE WELL IF THEY WERE FAITHFUL AND TRUE, ORDERED THE PAGES TO CONDUCT THEM TO THEIR ROOMS FOR THE NIGHT WHILE SHE REMAINED TO WATCH WITH THE DEAD. ABOUT MIDNIGHT C.R.C. AWAKENED SUDDENLY AND, LOOKING FROM HIS WINDOW, BEHELD SEVEN SHIPS SAILING UPON A LAKE. ABOVE EACH HOVERED A FLAME; THESE HE BELIEVED TO BE THE SPIRITS OF THE BEHEADED. WHEN THE SHIPS REACHED SHORE, THE VIRGO LUCIFERA MET THEM AND ON EACH OF SIX OF THE VESSELS WAS PLACED A COVERED COFFIN. AS SOON AS THE COFFINS HAD BEEN THUS DISPOSED OF, THE LIGHTS WERE EXTINGUISHED AND THE FLAMES PASSED BACK OVER THE LAKE SO THAT THERE REMAINED BUT ONE LIGHT FOR A WATCH IN EACH SHIP. AFTER BEHOLDING THIS STRANGE CEREMONY, C.R.C. RETURNED TO HIS BED AND SLEPT TILL MORNING. 
THE FIFTH DAY [THURSDAY]
RISING AT DAYBREAK AND ENTREATING HIS PAGE TO SHOW HIM OTHER TREASURES OF THE PALACE, C.R.C. WAS CONDUCTED DOWN MANY STEPS TO A GREAT IRON DOOR BEARING A CURIOUS INSCRIPTION, WHICH HE CAREFULLY COPIED. PASSING THROUGH, HE FOUND HIMSELF IN THE ROYAL TREASURY, THE LIGHT IN WHICH CAME ENTIRELY FROM SOME HUGE CARBUNCLES. IN THE CENTER STOOD THE TRIANGULAR SEPULCHER OF LADY VENUS. LIFTING A COPPER DOOR IN THE PAVEMENT, THE PAGE USHERED C.R.C. INTO A CRYPT WHERE STOOD A GREAT BED UPON WHICH, WHEN HIS GUIDE HAD RAISED THE COVERLETS, C.R.C. BEHELD THE BODY OF VENUS. LED BY HIS PAGE, C.R.C. THEN REJOINED HIS COMPANIONS, SAYING NOTHING TO THEM OF HIS EXPERIENCE. VIRGO LUCIFERA, ROBED IN BLACK VELVET AND ACCOMPANIED BY HER VIRGINS, THEN LED THE GUESTS OUT INTO THE COURTYARD WHERE STOOD SIX COFFINS, EACH WITH EIGHT PALLBEARERS. C.R.C. WAS THE ONLY ONE OF THE GROUP OF "ARTISTS" WHO SUSPECTED THE ROYAL BODIES WERE NO LONGER IN THESE COFFINS. THE COFFINS WERE LOWERED INTO GRAVES AND GREAT STONES ROLLED OVER THEM. THE VIRGO LUCIFERA THEN MADE A SHORT ORATION IN WHICH SHE EXHORTED EACH TO ASSIST IN RESTORING THE ROYAL PERSONS TO LIFE, DECLARING THAT THEY SHOULD JOURNEY WITH HER TO THE TOWER OF OLYMPUS, WHERE THE MEDICINES NECESSARY TO THE RESURRECTION OF THE SIX ROYAL PERSONS COULD ALONE BE FOUND. C.R.C. AND HIS COMPANIONS FOLLOWED VIRGO LUCIFERA TO THE SEASHORE, WHERE ALL EMBARKED ON SEVEN SHIPS DISPOSED ACCORDING TO A CERTAIN STRANGE ORDER. AS THE SHIPS SAILED ACROSS THE LAKE AND THROUGH A NARROW CHANNEL INTO THE OPEN SEA, THEY WERE ATTENDED BY SIRENS, NYMPHS, AND SEA GODDESSES, WHO IN HONOR OF THE WEDDING PRESENTED A GREAT AND BEAUTIFUL PEARL TO THE ROYAL COUPLE. WHEN THE SHIPS CAME IN SIGHT OF THE TOWER OF OLYMPUS, VIRGO LUCIFERA ORDERED THE DISCHARGE OF CANNON TO SIGNAL THEIR APPROACH. IMMEDIATELY A WHITE FLAG APPEARED UPON THE TOWER AND A SMALL GILDED PINNACE, CONTAINING AN ANCIENT MAN--THE WARDEN OF THE TOWER--WITH HIS WHITE-CLAD GUARDS CAME OUT TO MEET THE SHIPS. THE TOWER OF OLYMPUS STOOD UPON AN ISLAND WHICH WAS EXACTLY SQUARE AND WAS SURROUNDED BY A GREAT WALL. ENTERING THE GATE, THE GROUP WAS LED TO THE BOTTOM OF THE CENTRAL TOWER, WHICH CONTAINED AN EXCELLENT LABORATORY WHERE THE GUESTS WERE FAIN TO BEAT AND WASH PLANTS, PRECIOUS STONES, AND ALL SORTS OF THINGS, EXTRACT THEIR JUICE AND ESSENCE, AND PUT THESE LATTER INTO GLASSES. VIRGO LUCIFERA SET THE "ARTISTS" TO WORK SO ARDUOUSLY THAT THEY FELT THEY WERE MERE DRUDGES. WHEN THE DAY'S WORK WAS FINISHED, EACH WAS ASSIGNED A MATTRESS ON THE STONE FLOOR. BEING UNABLE TO SLEEP, C.R.C. WANDERED ABOUT CONTEMPLATING THE STARS. CHANCING UPON A FLIGHT OF STEPS LEADING TO THE TOP OF THE WALL, HE CLIMBED UP AND LOOKED OUT UPON THE SEA. REMAINING HERE FOR SOME TIME, ABOUT MIDNIGHT HE BEHELD SEVEN FLAMES WHICH, PASSING OVER THE SEA TOWARDS HIM, GATHERED THEMSELVES ON THE TOP OF THE SPIRE OF THE CENTRAL TOWER. SIMULTANEOUSLY THE WINDS AROSE, THE SEA BECAME TEMPESTUOUS, AND THE MOON WAS COVERED WITH CLOUDS. WITH SOME FEAR C.R.C. RAN DOWN THE STAIRS AND RETURNED TO THE TOWER AND, LYING DOWN ON HIS MATTRESS, WAS LULLED TO SLEEP BY THE SOUND OF A GENTLY FLOWING FOUNTAIN IN THE LABORATORY. 
THE SIXTH DAY [FRIDAY]
THE NEXT MORNING THE AGED WARDEN OF THE TOWER, AFTER EXAMINING THE WORK PERFORMED BY THE WEDDING GUESTS IN THE LABORATORY AND FINDING IT SATISFACTORY, CAUSED LADDERS, ROPES, AND LARGE WINGS TO BE BROUGHT FORTH, AND ADDRESSED THE ASSEMBLED "ARTISTS" THUS: "MY DEAR SONS, ONE OF THESE THREE THINGS MUST EACH OF YOU THIS DAY CONSTANTLY BEAR ABOUT WITH HIM." LOTS WERE CAST AND TO C.R.C., MUCH TO HIS CHAGRIN, FELL A HEAVY LADDER. THOSE WHO SECURED WINGS HAD THEM FASTENED TO THEIR BACKS SO CUNNINGLY THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO DETECT THAT THEY WERE ARTIFICIAL. THE AGED WARDEN THEN LOCKED THE "ARTISTS" IN THE LOWER ROOM OF THE TOWER, BUT IN A SHORT TIME A ROUND HOLE WAS UNCOVERED IN THE CEILING AND VIRGO LUCIFERA INVITED ALL TO ASCEND. THOSE WITH WINGS FLEW AT ONCE THROUGH THE OPENING, THOSE WITH ROPES HAD MANY DIFFICULTIES, WHILE C.R.C. WITH HIS LADDER MADE REASONABLE SPEED. ON THE SECOND FLOOR THE WEDDING GUESTS, MUSICIANS, AND VIRGO LUCIFERA GATHERED ABOUT A FOUNTAIN-LIKE CONTRIVANCE CONTAINING THE BODIES OF THE SIX ROYAL PERSONS. VIRGO LUCIFERA THEN PLACED THE IF MOOR'S HEAD IN A KETTLE-LIKE RECEPTACLE IN THE UPPER PART OF THE FOUNTAIN AND POURED UPON IT THE SUBSTANCES PREPARED ON THE PREVIOUS DAY IN THE LABORATORY. THE VIRGINS PLACED LAMPS BENEATH. THESE SUBSTANCES WHEN THEY BOILED PASSED OUT THROUGH HOLES IN THE SIDES OF THE KETTLE AND, FALLING UPON THE BODIES IN THE FOUNTAIN BELOW, DISSOLVED THEM. THE SIX ROYAL BODIES HAVING BEEN REDUCED THUS TO A LIQUID STATE, A TAP WAS OPENED IN THE LOWER END OF THE FOUNTAIN AND THE FLUID DRAINED INTO AN IMMENSE GOLDEN GLOBE, WHICH, WHEN FILLED, WAS OF GREAT WEIGHT. ALL BUT THE WEDDING GUESTS THEN RETIRED AND SHORTLY A HOLE IN THE CEILING OPENED AS BEFORE AND THE GUESTS ASCENDED PELL-MELL TO THE THIRD FLOOR. HERE THE GLOBE, WERE SUSPENDED BY A STRONG CHAIN. THE WALLS OF THE APARTMENT WERE OF GLASS, AND MIRRORS WERE SO ARRANGED THAT THE SUN'S RAYS WERE CONCENTRATED UPON THE CENTRAL GLOBE, THUS CAUSING IT TO BECOME VERY HOT. LATER THE SUN'S RAYS WERE DEFLECTED AND THE GLOBE PERMITTED TO COOL, AFTER WHICH IT WAS CUT OPEN WITH A DIAMOND, REVEALING A BEAUTIFUL WHITE EGG. CARRYING THIS WITH HER, VIRGO LUCIFERA DEPARTED. THE GUESTS, HAVING ASCENDED THROUGH ANOTHER TRAP DOOR, FOUND---
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THE UNIVERSE CREATED BY THE DUAL PRINCIPLE OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS.
THE SUPREME DEITY IS SYMBOLIZED BY THE SMALL GLOBE AT THE TOP, WHICH IS DIVIDED INTO TWO HEMISPHERES, THE DARK HALF REPRESENTING THE DIVINE DARKNESS WITH WHICH THE DEITY SURROUND HIMSELF AND WHICH SERVES AS HIS HIDING PLACE. THE RADIANT HEMISPHERE SIGNIFIES THE DIVINE LIGHT WHICH IS IN GOD AND WHICH, POURING FORTH, MANIFESTS AS THE OBJECTIVE CREATIVE POWER. THE LARGE DARK GLOBE TO THE LEFT AND BENEATH THE DARK HALF OF THE UPPER SPHERE SIGNIFIES THE POTENTIAL DARKNESS WHICH WAS UPON THE FACE OF THE PRIMORDIAL DEEP AND WITHIN WHICH MOVED THE SPIRIT OF GOD. THE LIGHT GLOBE TO THE RIGHT IS THE DEITY WHO IS REVEALED OUT OF THE DARKNESS. HERE THE SHINING WORD HAS DISSIPATED THE SHADOWS AND A GLORIOUS UNIVERSE HAS BEEN FORMED. THE DIVINE POWER OF THIS RADIANT GLOBE IS COGNIZABLE TO MAN AS THE SUN. THE LARGE LIGHT AND A DARK SECTION, REPRESENTS THE CREATED UNIVERSES PARTAKING OF THE LIGHT AND DARKNESS WHICH ARE IN THE NATURE OF THE CREATOR. THE DARK HALF REPRESENTS THE DEEP, OR CHAOS, THE ETERNAL WATERS POURING FORTH OUT OF THE DEITY; THE LIGHT HALF-CIRCLE CONTAINING THE FIGURE OF APOLLO REPRESENTS THE DIURNAL HEMISPHERE OF THE WORLD, WHICH IN THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES WAS RULED OVER BY APOLLO. THE DARK HALF-CIRCLE IS THE NOCTURNAL HEMISPHERE RULED OVER BY DIONYSIUS (DIONYSOS), WHOSE FIGURE IS FAINTLY VISIBLE IN THE GLOOM. THEMSELVES UPON THE FOURTH FLOOR, WHERE STOOD A SQUARE KETTLE FILLED WITH SILVER SAND WARMED BY A GENTLE FIRE. THE GREAT WHITE EGG WAS PLACED UPON THE WARM SAND TO MATURE. IN A SHORT TIME, IT CRACKED AND THERE EMERGED AN UGLY, ILL-TEMPERED BIRD, WHICH WAS FED WITH THE BLOOD OF THE BEHEADED ROYAL PERSONS DILUTED WITH PREPARED WATER. AT EACH FEEDING ITS FEATHERS CHANGED COLOR; FROM BLACK THEY TURNED TO WHITE AND AT LAST THEY BECAME VARICOLORED, THE DISPOSITION OF THE BIRD IMPROVING THE WHILE. DINNER WAS THEN SERVED, AFTER WHICH VIRGO LUCIFERA DEPARTED WITH THE BIRD. THE GUESTS ASCENDED WITH ROPES, LADDERS, AND WINGS TO THE FIFTH FLOOR, WHERE A BATH COLORED WITH FINE WHITE POWDER HAD BEEN PREPARED FOR THE BIRD, WHICH ENJOYED BATHING IN IT UNTIL THE LAMPS PLACED BENEATH THE BATH CAUSED THE WATER TO BECOME UNCOMFORTABLY WARM. WHEN THE HEAT HAD REMOVED ALL THE BIRD'S FEATHERS IT WAS TAKEN OUT, BUT THE FIRE CONTINUED UNTIL NOTHING REMAINED IN THE BATH SAVE A SEDIMENT IN THE FORM OF A BLUE STONE. THIS WAS LATER POUNDED UP AND MADE INTO A PIGMENT; WITH THIS, ALL OF THE BIRD EXCEPT THE HEAD WAS PAINTED. THE GUESTS THEREUPON ASCENDED TO THE SIXTH FLOOR, WHERE STOOD A SMALL ALTAR RESEMBLING THAT IN THE KING'S THRONE ROOM. THE BIRD DRANK FROM THE LITTLE FOUNTAIN AND WAS FED WITH THE BLOOD OF THE WHITE SERPENT WHICH CRAWLED THROUGH THE OPENINGS IN THE SKULL. THE SPHERE BY THE ALTAR REVOLVED CONTINUOUSLY. THE WATCH STRUCK ONE, TWO, AND THEN THREE, AT WHICH TIME THE BIRD, LAYING ITS NECK UPON THE BOOK, SUFFERED ITSELF TO BE DECAPITATED. ITS BODY WAS BURNED TO ASHES, WHICH WERE PLACED IN A BOX OF CYPRESS WOOD. VIRGO LUCIFERA TOLD C.R.C. AND THREE OF HIS COMRADES THAT THEY WERE LAZY AND SLUGGISH "LABORATORS" AND WOULD THEREFORE BE EXCLUDED FROM THE SEVENTH ROOM. MUSICIANS WERE SENT FOR, WHO WITH CORNETS WERE TO "BLOW" THE FOUR IN RIDICULE FROM THE CHAMBER. C.R.C. AND HIS THREE COMPANIONS WERE DISHEARTENED UNTIL THE MUSICIANS TOLD THEM TO BE OF GOOD CHEER AND LED THEM UP A WINDING STAIR TO THE EIGHTH FLOOR OF THE TOWER DIRECTLY BENEATH THE ROOF. HERE THE OLD WARDEN, STANDING UPON A LITTLE ROUND FURNACE, WELCOMED THEM AND CONGRATULATED THEM UPON BEING CHOSEN BY VIRGO LUCIFERA, FOR THIS GREATER WORK. VIRGO LUCIFERA THEN ENTERED, AND AFTER LAUGHING AT THE PERPLEXITY OF HER GUESTS, EMPTIED THE ASHES OF THE BIRD INTO ANOTHER VESSEL, FILLING THE CYPRESS BOX WITH USELESS MATTER. SHE THEREUPON RETURNED TO THE SEVENTH FLOOR, PRESUMABLY TO MISLEAD THOSE ASSEMBLED THERE BY SETTING THEM TO WORK UPON THE FALSE ASHES IN THE BOX. C.R.C. AND HIS THREE FRIENDS WERE SET TO WORK MOISTENING THE BIRD'S ASHES WITH SPECIALLY PREPARED WATER UNTIL THE MIXTURE BECAME OF DOUGH-LIKE CONSISTENCY, AFTER WHICH IT WAS HEATED AND MOLDED INTO TWO MINIATURE FORMS. LATER THESE WERE OPENED, DISCLOSING TWO BRIGHT AND ALMOST TRANSPARENT HUMAN IMAGES ABOUT FOUR INCHES HIGH (HOMUNCULI), ONE MALE AND THE OTHER FEMALE. THESE TINY FORMS WERE LAID UPON SATIN CUSHIONS AND FED DROP BY DROP WITH THE BLOOD OF THE BIRD UNTIL THEY GREW TO NORMAL SIZE AND OF GREAT BEAUTY. THOUGH THE BODIES HAD THE CONSISTENCY OF FLESH, THEY SHOWED NO SIGNS OF LIFE, FOR THE SOUL WAS NOT IN THEM. THE BODIES WERE NEXT SURROUNDED WITH TORCHES AND THEIR FACES COVERED WITH SILK. VIRGO LUCIFERA THEN APPEARED, BEARING TWO CURIOUS WHITE GARMENTS. THE VIRGINS ALSO ENTERED, AMONG THEM SIX BEARING GREAT TRUMPETS. A TRUMPET WAS PLACED UPON THE MOUTH OF ONE OF THE TWO FIGURES AND C.R.C. SAW A TINY HOLE OPEN IN THE DOME OF THE TOWER AND A RAY OF LIGHT DESCEND THROUGH THE TUBE OF THE TRUMPET AND ENTER THE BODY. THIS PROCESS WAS REPEATED THREE TIMES ON EACH BODY. THE TWO NEWLY ENSOULED FORMS WERE THEN REMOVED UPON A TRAVELING COUCH. IN ABOUT HALF AN HOUR THE YOUNG KING AND QUEEN AWAKENED AND THE VIRGO LUCIFERA PRESENTED THEM WITH THE WHITE GARMENTS. THESE THEY DONNED AND THE KING IN HIS OWN PERSON MOST GRACIOUSLY RETURNED THANKS TO C.R.C. AND HIS COMPANIONS, AFTER WHICH THE ROYAL PERSONS DEPARTED UPON A SHIP. C.R.C. AND HIS THREE PRIVILEGED FRIENDS THEN REJOINED THE OTHER "ARTISTS," MAKING NO MENTION OF THAT WHICH THEY HAD SEEN. LATER THE ENTIRE PARTY WERE ASSIGNED HANDSOME CHAMBERS, WHERE THEY RESTED TILL MORNING. 
THE SEVENTH DAY [SATURDAY]
IN THE MORNING VIRGO LUCIFERA ANNOUNCED THAT EACH OF THE WEDDING GUESTS HAD BECOME A "KNIGHT OF THE GOLDEN STONE. " THE AGED WARDEN THEN PRESENTED EACH MAN WITH A GOLD MEDAL, BEARING ON ONE SIDE THE INSCRIPTION "AT. NAT. MI. " AND ON THE OTHER, "TEM. NA. F." THE ENTIRE COMPANY RETURNED IN TWELVE SHIPS TO THE KING'S PALACE. THE FLAGS ON THE VESSELS BORE THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC, AND C.R.C. SAT UNDER THAT OF LIBRA. AS THEY ENTERED THE LAKE, MANY SHIPS MET THEM AND THE KING AND QUEEN, TOGETHER WITH THEIR LORDS, LADIES, AND VIRGINS, RODE FORTH ON A GOLDEN BARGE TO GREET THE RETURNING GUESTS. ATLAS THEN MADE A SHORT ORATION IN THE KING'S BEHALF, ALSO ASKING FOR THE ROYAL PRESENTS. IN REPLY THE AGED WARDEN DELIVERED TO CUPID, WHO HOVERED ABOUT THE ROYAL PAIR, A SMALL, CURIOUS-SHAPED CASKET. C.R.C. AND THE OLD LORD, EACH BEARING A SNOW-WHITE ENSIGN WITH A RED CROSS ON IT, RODE IN THE CARRIAGE WITH THE KING. AT THE FIRST GATE STOOD THE PORTER WITH BLUE CLOTHES, WHO, UPON SEEING C.R.C., BEGGED HIM TO INTERCEDE WITH THE KING TO RELEASE HIM FROM THAT POST OF SERVITUDE. THE KING REPLIED THAT THE PORTER WAS A FAMOUS ASTROLOGER WHO WAS FORCED TO KEEP THE GATE AS A PUNISHMENT FOR THE CRIME OF HAVING GAZED UPON LADY VENUS REPOSING UPON HER COUCH. THE KING FURTHER DECLARED THAT THE PORTER COULD BE RELEASED ONLY WHEN ANOTHER WAS FOUND WHO HAD COMMITTED THE SAME CRIME. UPON HEARING THIS, C.R.C.'S HEART SANK, FOR HE REALIZED HIMSELF TO BE THE CULPRIT, BUT HE REMAINED SILENT AT THAT TIME. THE NEWLY CREATED KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN STONE WERE OBLIGED TO SUBSCRIBE TO FIVE ARTICLES DRAWN UP BY HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS: (1) THAT THEY WOULD ASCRIBE THEIR ORDER ONLY TO GOD AND HIS HANDMAID, NATURE. (2) THAT THEY SHOULD ABOMINATE ALL UNCLEANNESS AND VICE. (3) THAT THEY SHOULD ALWAYS BE READY TO ASSIST THE WORTHY AND NEEDY. (4) THAT THEY SHOULD NOT USE THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND POWER FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF WORLDLY DIGNITY. (5) THAT THEY SHOULD NOT DESIRE TO LIVE LONGER THAN GOD HAD DECREED. THEY WERE THEN DULY INSTALLED AS KNIGHTS, WHICH CEREMONY WAS RATIFIED IN A LITTLE CHAPEL WHERE C. R. C. HUNG UP HIS GOLDEN FLEECE AND HIS HAT FOR AN ETERNAL MEMORIAL, AND HERE HE INSCRIBED THE FOLLOWING: SUMMA SCIENTIA NIHIL SCIRE, FR. CHRISTIANUS ROSENCREUTZ. EQUES AUREI LAPIDIS. ANNO 1459. AFTER THE CEREMONY, C.R.C. ADMITTED THAT HE WAS THE ONE WHO HAD BEHELD VENUS AND CONSEQUENTLY MUST BECOME THE PORTER OF THE GATE. THE KING EMBRACED HIM FONDLY AND HE WAS ASSIGNED TO A GREAT ROOM CONTAINING THREE BEDS--ONE FOR HIMSELF, ONE FOR THE AGED LORD OF THE TOWER, AND THE THIRD FOR OLD ATLAS. THE CHEMICAL MARRIAGE HERE COMES TO AN ABRUPT END, LEAVING THE IMPRESSION THAT C.R.C. WAS TO ASSUME HIS DUTIES AS PORTER ON THE FOLLOWING MORNING. THE BOOK ENDS IN THE MIDDLE OF A SENTENCE, WITH A NOTE IN ITALICS PRESUMABLY BY THE EDITOR. UNDER THE SYMBOLISM OF AN ALCHEMICAL MARRIAGE, MEDIÆVAL PHILOSOPHERS CONCEALED THE SECRET SYSTEM OF SPIRITUAL CULTURE WHEREBY THEY HOPED TO COORDINATE THE DISJECTA MEMBRA OF BOTH THE HUMAN AND SOCIAL ORGANISMS. SOCIETY, THEY MAINTAINED, WAS A THREEFOLD STRUCTURE AND HAD ITS ANALOGY IN THE TRIUNE CONSTITUTION OF MAN, FOR AS MAN CONSISTS OF SPIRIT, MIND, AND BODY, SO SOCIETY IS MADE UP OF THE CHURCH, THE STATE, AND THE POPULACE. THE BIGOTRY OF THE CHURCH, THE TYRANNY OF THE STATE, AND THE FURY OF THE MOB ARE THE THREE MURDEROUS AGENCIES OF SOCIETY WHICH SEEK TO DESTROY TRUTH AS RECOUNTED IN THE MASONIC LEGEND OF HIRAM ABIFF. THE FIRST SIX DAYS OF THE CHEMICAL MARRIAGE SET FORTH THE PROCESSES OF PHILOSOPHICAL "CREATION" THROUGH WHICH EVERY ORGANISM MUST PASS. THE THREE KINGS ARE THE THREEFOLD SPIRIT OF MAN AND THEIR CONSORTS THE CORRESPONDING VEHICLES OF THEIR EXPRESSION IN THE LOWER WORLD. THE EXECUTIONER IS THE MIND, THE HIGHER PART OF WHICH--SYMBOLIZED BY THE HEAD--IS NECESSARY TO THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE PHILOSOPHICAL LABOR. THUS, THE PARTS OF MAN--BY THE ALCHEMISTS SYMBOLIZED AS PLANETS AND ELEMENTS--WHEN BLENDED TOGETHER ACCORDING TO A CERTAIN DIVINE FORMULA RESULT IN THE CREATION OF TWO PHILOSOPHIC "BABES" WHICH, FED UPON THE BLOOD OF THE ALCHEMICAL BIRD, BECOME RULERS OF THE WORLD. FROM AN ETHICAL STANDPOINT, THE YOUNG KING AND QUEEN RESURRECTED AT THE SUMMIT OF THE TOWER AND ENSOULED BY DIVINE LIFE REPRESENT THE FORCES OF INTELLIGENCE AND LOVE WHICH MUST ULTIMATELY GUIDE SOCIETY. INTELLIGENCE AND LOVE ARE THE TWO GREAT ETHICAL LUMINARIES OF THE WORLD AND CORRESPOND TO ENLIGHTENED SPIRIT AND REGENERATED BODY. THE BRIDEGROOM IS REALITY AND THE BRIDE THE REGENERATED BEING WHO ATTAINS PERFECTION BY BECOMING ONE WITH REALITY THROUGH A COSMIC MARRIAGE WHEREIN THE MORTAL PART ATTAINS IMMORTALITY BY BEING UNITED WITH ITS OWN IMMORTAL SOURCE. IN THE HERMETIC MARRIAGE DIVINE AND HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS ARE UNITED IN HOLY WEDLOCK AND HE IN WHOM THIS SACRED CEREMONY TAKES PLACE IS DESIGNATED AS "KNIGHT OF THE GOLDEN STONE"; HE THEREBY BECOMES A DIVINE PHILOSOPHIC DIAMOND COMPOSED OF THE QUINTESSENCE OF HIS OWN SEVENFOLD CONSTITUTION. SUCH IS THE TRUE INTERPRETATION OF THE MYSTICAL PROCESS OF BECOMING "A BRIDE OF THE LAMB." THE LAMB OF GOD IS SIGNIFIED BY THE GOLDEN FLEECE THAT JASON WAS FORCED TO WIN BEFORE HE COULD ASSUME HIS KINGSHIP. THE FLYING LION IS ILLUMINED WILL, AN ABSOLUTE PREREQUISITE TO THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE GREAT WORK. THE EPISODE OF WEIGHING THE SOULS OF MEN HAS ITS PARALLEL IN THE CEREMONY DESCRIBED IN THE EGYPTIAN BOOK OF THE DEAD. THE WALLED CITY ENTERED BY C.R.C. REPRESENTS THE SANCTUARY OF WISDOM WHEREIN DWELL THE REAL RULERS OF THE WORLD--THE INITIATED PHILOSOPHERS. LIKE THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES AFTER WHICH IT WAS PATTERNED, THE ORDER OF THE ROSE CROSS POSSESSED A SECRET RITUAL WHICH WAS LIVED BY THE CANDIDATE FOR A PRESCRIBED NUMBER OF YEARS BEFORE HE WAS ELIGIBLE TO THE INNER DEGREES OF THE SOCIETY. THE VARIOUS FLOORS OF THE TOWER OF OLYMPUS REPRESENT THE ORBITS OF THE PLANETS. THE ASCENT OF THE PHILOSOPHERS FROM ONE FLOOR TO ANOTHER ALSO PARALLELS CERTAIN RITUALS OF THE ELEUSINIAN MYSTERIES AND THE RITES OF MITHRAS WHEREIN THE CANDIDATE ASCENDED THE SEVEN RUNGS OF A LADDER OR CLIMBED THE SEVEN STEPS OF A PYRAMID IN ORDER TO SIGNIFY RELEASE FROM THE INFLUENCES OF THE PLANETARY GOVERNORS. MAN BECOMES MASTER OF THE SEVEN SPHERES ONLY WHEN HE TRANSMUTES THE IMPULSES RECEIVED FROM THEM. HE WHO MASTERS THE SEVEN WORLDS AND IS REUNITED WITH THE DIVINE SOURCE OF HIS OWN NATURE CONSUMMATES THE HERMETIC MARRIAGE. 
BACON, SHAKESPEARE, AND THE ROSICRUCIAN’S
THE PRESENT CONSIDERATION OF THE BACON--SHAKESPEARE--ROSICRUCIAN CONTROVERSY IS UNDERTAKEN NOT FOR THE VAIN PURPOSE OF DIGGING UP DEAD MEN'S BONES BUT RATHER IN THE HOPE THAT A CRITICAL ANALYSIS WILL AID IN THE REDISCOVERY OF THAT KNOWLEDGE LOST TO THE WORLD SINCE THE ORACLES WERE SILENCED. IT WAS W. F. C. WIGSTON WHO CALLED THE BARD OF AVON "PHANTOM CAPTAIN SHAKESPEARE, THE ROSICRUCIAN MASK." THIS CONSTITUTES ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS RELATING TO THE BACON-SHAKESPEARE CONTROVERSY. IT IS QUITE EVIDENT THAT WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE COULD NOT, UNAIDED, HAVE PRODUCED THE IMMORTAL WRITINGS BEARING HIS NAME. HE DID NOT POSSESS THE NECESSARY LITERARY CULTURE, FOR THE TOWN OF STRATFORD WHERE HE WAS REARED CONTAINED NO SCHOOL CAPABLE OF IMPARTING THE HIGHER FORMS OF LEARNING REFLECTED IN THE WRITINGS ASCRIBED TO HIM. HIS PARENTS WERE ILLITERATE, AND IN HIS EARLY LIFE HE EVINCED A TOTAL DISREGARD FOR STUDY. THERE ARE IN EXISTENCE BUT SIX KNOWN EXAMPLES OF SHAKESPEARE’S HANDWRITING. ALL ARE SIGNATURES, AND THREE OF THEM ARE IN HIS WILL. THE SCRAWLING, UNCERTAIN METHOD OF THEIR EXECUTION STAMPS SHAKESPEARE AS UNFAMILIAR WITH THE USE OF A PEN, AND IT IS OBVIOUS EITHER THAT HE COPIED A SIGNATURE PREPARED FOR HIM OR THAT HIS HAND WAS GUIDED WHILE HE WROTE. NO AUTOGRAPH MANUSCRIPTS OF THE "SHAKESPEARIAN" PLAYS OR SONNETS HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED, NOR IS THERE EVEN A TRADITION CONCERNING THEM OTHER THAN THE FANTASTIC AND IMPOSSIBLE STATEMENT APPEARING IN THE FOREWORD OF THE GREAT FOLIO. A WELL-STOCKED LIBRARY WOULD BE AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THE EQUIPMENT OF AN AUTHOR WHOSE LITERARY PRODUCTIONS DEMONSTRATE HIM TO BE FAMILIAR WITH THE LITERATURE OF ALL AGES, YET THERE IS NO RECORD THAT SHAKESPEARE EVER POSSESSED A LIBRARY, NOR DOES HE MAKE ANY MENTION OF BOOKS IN HIS WILL. COMMENTING ON THE KNOWN ILLITERACY OF SHAKESPEARE’S DAUGHTER JUDITH, WHO AT TWENTY-SEVEN COULD ONLY MAKE HER MARK, IGNATIUS DONNELLY DECLARES IT TO BE UNBELIEVABLE THAT WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE IF HE WROTE THE PLAYS BEARING HIS NAME WOULD HAVE PERMITTED HIS OWN DAUGHTER TO REACH WOMANHOOD AND MARRY WITHOUT BEING ABLE TO READ ONE LINE OF THE WRITINGS THAT MADE HER FATHER WEALTHY AND LOCALLY FAMOUS. THE QUERY ALSO HAS BEEN RAISED, "WHERE DID WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE SECURE HIS KNOWLEDGE OF MODERN FRENCH, ITALIAN, SPANISH, AND DANISH, TO SAY NOTHING OF CLASSICAL LATIN AND GREEK?" FOR, IN SPITE OF THE RARE DISCRIMINATION WITH WHICH LATIN IS USED BY THE AUTHOR OF THE SHAKESPEARIAN PLAYS, BEN JONSON, WHO KNEW SHAKESPEARE INTIMATELY, DECLARED THAT THE STRATFORD ACTOR UNDERSTOOD "SMALL LATIN AND LESS GREEK"! IS IT NOT ALSO MORE THAN STRANGE THAT NO RECORD EXISTS OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’S HAVING EVER PLAYED A LEADING ROLE   IN THE FAMOUS DRAMAS HE IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE WRITTEN OR IN OTHERS PRODUCED BY THE COMPANY OF WHICH HE WAS A MEMBER? TRUE, HE MAY HAVE OWNED A SMALL INTEREST IN THE GLOBE THEATRE OR BLACK FRIARS, BUT APPARENTLY THE HEIGHT OF HIS THESPIAN ACHIEVEMENTS WAS THE GHOST IN HAMLET! IN SPITE OF HIS ADMITTED AVARICE, SHAKESPEARE SEEMINGLY MADE NO EFFORT DURING HIS LIFETIME TO CONTROL OR SECURE REMUNERATION FROM THE PLAYS BEARING HIS NAME, MANY OF WHICH WERE FIRST PUBLISHED ANONYMOUSLY. AS FAR AS CAN BE ASCERTAINED, NONE OF HIS HEIRS WERE INVOLVED IN ANY MANNER WHATSOEVER IN THE PRINTING OF THE FIRST FOLIO AFTER HIS DEATH, NOR DID THEY BENEFIT FINANCIALLY THEREFROM. HAD HE BEEN THEIR AUTHOR, SHAKESPEARE’S MANUSCRIPTS AND UNPUBLISHED PLAYS WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE CONSTITUTED HIS MOST VALUED POSSESSIONS, YET HIS WILL--WHILE MAKING SPECIAL DISPOSITION OF HIS SECOND-BEST BED AND HIS "BROAD SILVER GILT BOWL" NEITHER MENTIONS NOR INTIMATES THAT HE POSSESSED ANY LITERARY PRODUCTIONS WHATSOEVER. WHILE THE FOLIOS AND QUARTOS USUALLY ARE SIGNED "WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE," ALL THE KNOWN AUTOGRAPHS OF THE STRATFORD ACTOR READ "WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE." DOES THIS CHANGE IN SPELLING CONTAIN ANY SIGNIFICANCE HERETOFORE GENERALLY OVERLOOKED? FURTHERMORE, IF THE PUBLISHERS OF THE FIRST SHAKESPEARIAN FOLIO REVERED THEIR FELLOW ACTOR AS MUCH AS THEIR CLAIMS IN THAT VOLUME WOULD INDICATE, WHY DID THEY, AS IF IN IRONICAL ALLUSION TO A HOAX WHICH THEY WERE PERPETRATING, PLACE AN EVIDENT CARICATURE OF HIM ON THE TITLE PAGE? CERTAIN ABSURDITIES ALSO IN SHAKESPEARE’S PRIVATE LIFE ARE IRRECONCILABLE. WHILE SUPPOSEDLY AT THE ZENITH OF HIS LITERARY CAREER, HE WAS ACTUALLY ENGAGED IN BUYING MALT, PRESUMABLY FOR A BREWING BUSINESS! ALSO PICTURE THE IMMORTAL SHAKESPEARE--THE REPUTED AUTHOR OF THE MERCHANT OF VENICE--AS A MONEYLENDER! YET AMONG THOSE AGAINST WHOM SHAKESPEARE BROUGHT ACTION TO COLLECT PETTY SUMS WAS A FELLOW TOWNSMAN--ONE PHILIP ROGERS--WHOM HE SUED FOR AN UNPAID LOAN OF TWO SHILLINGS, OR ABOUT FORTY-EIGHT CENTS! IN SHORT, THERE IS NOTHING KNOWN IN THE LIFE OF SHAKESPEARE THAT WOULD JUSTIFY THE LITERARY EXCELLENCE IMPUTED TO HIM. THE PHILOSOPHIC IDEALS PROMULGATED THROUGHOUT THE SHAKESPEARIAN PLAYS DISTINCTLY DEMONSTRATE THEIR AUTHOR TO HAVE BEEN THOROUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH CERTAIN DOCTRINES AND TENETS PECULIAR TO ROSICRUCIANISM, IN FACT THE PROFUNDITY OF THE SHAKESPEARIAN PRODUCTIONS STAMPS THEIR CREATOR AS ONE OF THE ILLUMINATI OF THE AGES. MOST OF THOSE SEEKING A SOLUTION FOR THE BACON-SHAKESPEARE CONTROVERSY HAVE BEEN INTELLECTUALISTS. NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR SCHOLARLY ATTAINMENTS, THEY HAVE OVERLOOKED THE IMPORTANT PART PLAYED BY TRANSCENDENTALISM IN THE PHILOSOPHIC ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE AGES. THE MYSTERIES OF SUPER-PHYSICS ARE INEXPLICABLE TO THE MATERIALIST, WHOSE TRAINING DOES NOT EQUIP HIM TO ESTIMATE THE EXTENT OF THEIR RAMIFICATIONS AND COMPLEXITIES. YET WHO BUT A PLATONIST, A QABBALIST, OR A PYTHAGOREAN COULD HAVE WRITTEN THE TEMPEST, MACBETH, HAMLET, OR THE TRAGEDY OF CYMBELINE? WHO BUT ONE DEEPLY VERSED IN PARACELSIAN LORE COULD HAVE CONCEIVED, A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM? FATHER OF MODERN SCIENCE, REMODELER: 
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HEADPIECE SHOWING LIGHT AND SHADED A'S.
THE ORNAMENTAL HEADPIECE SHOWN ABOVE HAS LONG BEEN CONSIDERED A BACONIAN OR ROSICRUCIAN SIGNATURE. THE LIGHT AND THE DARK A'S APPEAR IN SEVERAL VOLUMES PUBLISHED BY EMISSARIES OF THE ROSICRUCIAN’S. IF THE ABOVE FIGURE BE COMPARED WITH THAT FROM THE ALCIATI EMBLEMATA ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES, THE CRYPTIC USE OF THE TWO A'S WILL BE FURTHER DEMONSTRATED.
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THE TITLE PAGE OF BURTON'S ANATOMY OF MELANCHOLY.
BACONIAN EXPERTS DECLARE BURTON'S ANATOMY OF MELANCHOLY TO BE IN REALITY FRANCIS BACON'S SCRAPBOOK IN WHICH HE GATHERED STRANGE AND RARE BITS OF KNOWLEDGE DURING THE MANY YEARS OF EVENTFUL LIFE. THIS TITLE PAGE HAS LONG BEEN SUPPOSED TO CONTAIN A CRYPTIC MESSAGE. THE KEY TO THIS CIPHER IS THE POINTING FIGURE OF THE MANIAC IN THE LOWER RIGHT-HAND CORNER OF THE DESIGN. ACCORDING TO MRS. ELIZABETH WELLS GALLUP, THE CELESTIAL GLOBE AT WHICH THE MANIAC IS POINTING IS A CRYPTIC SYMBOL OF SIR FRANCIS BACON. THE PLANETARY SIGNS WHICH APPEAR IN THE CLOUDS OPPOSITE THE MARGINAL FIGURES 4, 5, 6, AND 7 SIGNIFY THE PLANETARY CONFIGURATIONS, WHICH PRODUCE THE FORMS OF MANIA DEPICTED. THE SEATED MAN, WITH HIS HEAD RESTING UPON HIS HAND. IS DECLARED BY BACONIAN ENTHUSIASTS TO REPRESENT SIR FRANCIS BACON OF MODERN LAW, EDITOR OF THE MODEM HOLY BIBLE, PATRON OF MODEM DEMOCRACY, AND ONE OF THE FOUNDERS OF MODERN FREEMASONRY, SIR FRANCIS BACON WAS A MAN OF MANY AIMS AND PURPOSES. HE WAS A ROSICRUCIAN; SOME HAVE INTIMATED THE ROSICRUCIAN. IF NOT ACTUALLY THE ILLUSTRIOUS FATHER C.R.C. REFERRED TO IN THE ROSICRUCIAN MANIFESTOES, HE WAS CERTAINLY A HIGH INITIATE OF THE ROSICRUCIAN ORDER, AND IT IS HIS ACTIVITIES IN CONNECTION WITH THIS SECRET BODY THAT ARE OF PRIME IMPORTANCE TO STUDENTS OF SYMBOLISM, PHILOSOPHY, AND LITERATURE. SCORES OF VOLUMES HAVE BEEN WRITTEN TO ESTABLISH SIR FRANCIS BACON AS THE REAL AUTHOR OF THE PLAYS AND SONNETS POPULARLY ASCRIBED TO WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE. AN IMPARTIAL CONSIDERATION OF THESE DOCUMENTS CANNOT BUT CONVINCE THE OPEN-MINDED OF THE VERISIMILITUDE OF THE BACONIAN THEORY. IN FACT THOSE ENTHUSIASTS WHO FOR YEARS HAVE STRUGGLED TO IDENTIFY SIR FRANCIS BACON AS THE TRUE "BARD OF AVON" MIGHT LONG SINCE HAVE WON THEIR CASE HAD THEY EMPHASIZED ITS MOST IMPORTANT ANGLE, NAMELY, THAT SIR FRANCIS BACON, THE ROSICRUCIAN INITIATE, WROTE INTO THE SHAKESPEARIAN PLAYS THE SECRET TEACHINGS OF THE FRATERNITY OF R.C. AND THE TRUE RITUALS OF THE FREEMASONIC ORDER, OF WHICH ORDER IT MAY YET BE DISCOVERED THAT HE WAS THE ACTUAL FOUNDER. A SENTIMENTAL WORLD, HOWEVER, DISLIKES TO GIVE UP A TRADITIONAL HERO, EITHER TO SOLVE A CONTROVERSY OR TO RIGHT A WRONG. NEVERTHELESS, IF IT CAN BE PROVED THAT BY RAVELING OUT THE RIDDLE THERE CAN BE DISCOVERED INFORMATION OF PRACTICAL VALUE TO MANKIND, THEN THE BEST MINDS OF THE WORLD WILL COOPERATE IN THE ENTERPRISE. THE BACON-SHAKESPEARE CONTROVERSY, AS ITS MOST ABLE ADVOCATES REALIZE, INVOLVES THE MOST PROFOUND ASPECTS OF SCIENCE, RELIGION, AND ETHICS; HE WHO SOLVES ITS MYSTERY MAY YET FIND THEREIN THE KEY TO THE SUPPOSEDLY LOST WISDOM OF ANTIQUITY. IT WAS IN RECOGNITION OF BACON'S INTELLECTUAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS THAT KING JAMES TURNED OVER TO HIM THE TRANSLATORS' MANUSCRIPTS OF WHAT IS NOW KNOWN AS THE KING JAMES HOLY BIBLE FOR THE PRESUMABLE PURPOSE OF CHECKING, EDITING, AND REVISING THEM. THE DOCUMENTS REMAINED IN HIS HANDS FOR NEARLY A YEAR, BUT NO INFORMATION IS TO BE HAD CONCERNING WHAT OCCURRED IN THAT TIME. REGARDING THIS WORK, WILLIAM T. SMEDLEY WRITES: " IT WILL EVENTUALLY BE PROVED THAT THE WHOLE SCHEME OF THE AUTHORIZED VERSION OF THE HOLY BIBLE WAS FRANCIS BACON'S." (THE MYSTERY OF FRANCIS BACON.) THE FIRST EDITION OF THE KING JAMES HOLY BIBLE CONTAINS A CRYPTIC BACONIAN HEADPIECE. DID BACON CRYPTOGRAPHICALLY CONCEAL IN THE AUTHORIZED HOLY BIBLE THAT WHICH HE DARED NOT LITERALLY REVEAL IN THE TEXT--THE SECRET ROSICRUCIAN KEY TO MYSTIC AND MASONIC CHRISTIANITY? SIR FRANCIS BACON UNQUESTIONABLY POSSESSED THE RANGE OF GENERAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY TO WRITE THE SHAKESPEARIAN PLAYS AND SONNETS, FOR IT IS USUALLY CONCEDED THAT HE WAS A COMPOSER, LAWYER, AND LINGUIST. HIS CHAPLAIN, DOCTOR WILLIAM RAWLEY, AND BEN JONSON BOTH ATTEST HIS PHILOSOPHIC AND POETIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS. THE FORMER PAYS BACON THIS REMARKABLE TRIBUTE: "I HAVE BEEN INDUCED TO THINK THAT IF THERE WERE A BEAM OF KNOWLEDGE DERIVED FROM GOD UPON ANY MAN IN THESE MODERN TIMES, IT WAS UPON HIM. FOR THOUGH HE WAS A GREAT READER OF BOOKS; YET HE HAD NOT HIS KNOWLEDGE FROM BOOKS BUT FROM SOME GROUNDS AND NOTIONS FROM WITHIN HIMSELF. " (INTRODUCTION TO THE RESUSCITADO.) SIR FRANCIS BACON, BEING NOT ONLY AN ABLE BARRISTER BUT ALSO A POLISHED COURTIER, ALSO POSSESSED THAT INTIMATE KNOWLEDGE OF PARLIAMENTARY LAW AND THE ETIQUETTE OF THE ROYAL COURT REVEALED IN THE SHAKESPEARIAN PLAYS WHICH COULD SCARCELY HAVE BEEN ACQUIRED BY A MAN IN THE HUMBLE STATION OF THE STRATFORD ACTOR. LORD VERULAM FURTHERMORE VISITED MANY OF THE FOREIGN COUNTRIES FORMING THE BACKGROUND FOR THE PLAYS AND WAS THEREFORE IN A POSITION TO CREATE THE AUTHENTIC LOCAL ATMOSPHERE CONTAINED THEREIN, BUT THERE IS NO RECORD OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’S EVER HAVING TRAVELED OUTSIDE OF ENGLAND. THE MAGNIFICENT LIBRARY AMASSED BY SIR FRANCIS BACON CONTAINED THE VERY VOLUMES NECESSARY TO SUPPLY THE QUOTATIONS AND ANECDOTES INCORPORATED INTO THE SHAKESPEARIAN PLAYS. MANY OF THE PLAYS, IN FACT, WERE TAKEN FROM PLOTS IN EARLIER WRITINGS OF WHICH THERE WAS NO ENGLISH TRANSLATION AT THAT TIME. BECAUSE OF HIS SCHOLASTIC ACQUIREMENTS, LORD VERULAM COULD HAVE READ THE ORIGINAL BOOKS; IT IS MOST UNLIKELY THAT WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE COULD HAVE DONE SO. ABUNDANT CRYPTOGRAPHIC PROOF EXISTS THAT BACON WAS CONCERNED IN THE PRODUCTION OF THE SHAKESPEARIAN PLAYS. SIR FRANCIS BACON'S CIPHER NUMBER WAS 33. IN THE FIRST PART OF KING HENRY THE FOURTH, THE WORD "FRANCIS" APPEARS 33 TIMES UPON ONE PAGE. TO ATTAIN THIS END, OBVIOUSLY AWKWARD SENTENCES WERE REQUIRED, AS: "ANON FRANCIS? NO FRANCIS, BUT TOMORROW FRANCIS: OR FRANCIS, ON THURSDAY: OR INDEED FRANCIS WHEN THOU WILT. BUT FRANCIS." THROUGHOUT THE SHAKESPEARIAN FOLIOS AND QUARTOS OCCUR SCORES OF ACROSTIC SIGNATURES. THE SIMPLEST FORM OF THE ACROSTIC IS THAT WHEREBY A NAME--IN THESE INSTANCES BACON'S--WAS HIDDEN IN THE FIRST FEW LETTERS OF LINES. IN, THE TEMPEST, ACT I, SCENE 2, APPEARS A STRIKING EXAMPLE OF THE BACONIAN ACROSTIC: "BEGUN TO TELL ME WHAT I AM, BUT STOPT AND LEFT ME TO A BOOTELESSE INQUISITION, CONCLUDING, STAY: NOT YET. THE FIRST LETTERS OF THE FIRST AND SECOND LINES TOGETHER WITH THE FIRST THREE LETTERS OF THE THIRD LINE FORM THE WORD BACON. SIMILAR ACROSTICS APPEAR FREQUENTLY IN BACON'S ACKNOWLEDGED WRITINGS. THE TENOR OF THE SHAKESPEARIAN DRAMAS POLITICALLY IS IN HARMONY WITH THE RECOGNIZED VIEWPOINTS OF SIR FRANCIS BACON, WHOSE ENEMIES ARE FREQUENTLY CARICATURED IN THE PLAYS. LIKEWISE, THEIR RELIGIOUS, PHILOSOPHIC, AND EDUCATIONAL UNDERCURRENTS ALL REFLECT HIS PERSONAL OPINIONS. NOT ONLY DO THESE MARKED SIMILARITIES OF STYLE AND TERMINOLOGY EXIST IN BACON'S WRITINGS AND THE SHAKESPEARIAN PLAYS, BUT THERE ARE ALSO CERTAIN HISTORICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL INACCURACIES COMMON TO BOTH, SUCH AS IDENTICAL MISQUOTATIONS FROM ARISTOTLE. "EVIDENTLY REALIZING THAT FUTURITY WOULD UNVEIL HIS FULL GENIUS, LORD VERULAM IN HIS WILL BEQUEATHED HIS SOUL TO GOD ABOVE BY THE OBLATIONS OF HIS SAVIOR, HIS BODY TO BE BURIED OBSCURELY, HIS NAME AND MEMORY TO MEN'S CHARITABLE SPEECHES, TO FOREIGN NATIONS, TO SUCCEEDING AGES, AND TO HIS OWN COUNTRYMEN AFTER SOME TIME HAD ELAPSED. THAT PORTION APPEARING IN ITALICS BACON DELETED FROM HIS WILL, APPARENTLY FEARING THAT HE HAD SAID TOO MUCH. THAT SIR FRANCIS BACON'S SUBTERFUGE WAS KNOWN TO A LIMITED FEW DURING HIS LIFETIME IS QUITE EVIDENT. ACCORDINGLY, STRAY HINTS REGARDING THE TRUE AUTHOR OF THE SHAKESPEARIAN PLAYS MAY BE FOUND IN MANY SEVENTEENTH CENTURY VOLUMES. ON PAGE 33 (BACON'S CIPHER NUMBER) OF THE 1609 EDITION OF ROBERT CAWDRY'S TREASURIE OR STOREHOUSE--- 
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A BACONIAN SIGNATURE.
THE CURIOUS VOLUME FROM WHICH THIS FIGURE IS TAKEN WAS PUBLISHED IN PARIS IN R618. THE ATTENTION OF THE BACONIAN STUDENT IS IMMEDIATELY ATTRACTED BY THE FORM OF THE HOG IN THE FOREGROUND. BACON OFTEN USED THIS ANIMAL AS A PLAY UPON HIS OWN NAME, ESPECIALLY BECAUSE THE NAME BACON WAS DERIVED FROM, HE, WORD BEECH AND THE NUT OF THIS TREE WAS USED TO FATTEN HOGS. THE TWO PILLARS IN THE BACKGROUND HAVE CONSIDERABLE MASONIC INTEREST. THE TWO A'S NEARLY IN THE CENTER OF THE PICTURE--ONE LIGHT AND ONE SHADED--ARE ALONE ALMOST CONCLUSIVE PROOF OF BACONIAN INFLUENCE. THE MOST CONVINCING EVIDENCE, HOWEVER, IS THE FACT THAT 17 IS THE NUMERICAL EQUIVALENT OF THE LETTERS OF THE LATIN FARM OF BACON'S NAME (F. BACO) AND THERE ARE 17 LETTERS IN THE THREE WORDS APPEARING IN THE ILLUSTRATION. 
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FRANCIS BACON, BARON VERULAM, VISCOUNT ST. ALBANS.
LORD BACON WAS BORN IN 1561 AND HISTORY RECORDS HIS DEATH IN 1626. THERE ARE RECORDS IN EXISTENCE, HOWEVER, WHICH WOULD INDICATE THE PROBABILITY THAT HIS FUNERAL WAS A MOCK FUNERAL AND THAT, LEAVING ENGLAND, HE LIVED FOR MANY YEARS UNDER ANOTHER NAME IN GERMANY, THERE FAITHFULLY SERVING THE SECRET SOCIETY TO THE PROMULGATION OF WHOSE DOCTRINES HE HAD CONSECRATE HIS LIFE. LITTLE DOUBT SEEMS TO EXIST IN THE MINDS OF IMPARTIAL INVESTIGATORS THAT LORD BACON WAS THE LEGITIMATE SON OF QUEEN ELIZABETH AND THE EARL OF LEICESTER. OF SIMILES APPEARS THE FOLLOWING SIGNIFICANT ALLUSION: "LIKE AS MEN WOULD LAUGH AT A POORE MAN, IF HAVING PRECIOUS GARMENTS LENT HIM TO ACT AND PLAY THE PART OF SOME HONORABLE PERSONAGE UPON A STAGE, WHEN THE PLAY, WERE AT AN ENDE HE SHOULD KEEPE THEM AS HIS OWNE, AND BRAGGE UP AND DOWNE IN THEM." REPEATED REFERENCES TO THE WORD HOG AND THE PRESENCE OF CRYPTOGRAPHIC STATEMENTS ON PAGE 33 OF VARIOUS CONTEMPORARY WRITINGS DEMONSTRATE THAT THE KEYS TO BACON'S CIPHERS WERE HIS OWN NAME, WORDS PLAYING UPON IT, OR ITS NUMERICAL EQUIVALENT. NOTABLE EXAMPLES ARE THE FAMOUS STATEMENT OF MISTRESS QUICKLY IN THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR: "HANG-HOG IS LATTEN FOR BACON, I WARRANT YOU"; THE TITLE PAGES OF THE COUNTESS OF PEMBROKE'S ARCADIA AND EDMUND SPENSER'S FAERIE QUEENE; AND THE EMBLEMS APPEARING IN THE WORKS OF ALCIATUS AND WITHER. FURTHERMORE, THE WORD HONORIFICABILITUDINITATIBUS APPEARING IN THE FIFTH ACT OF LOVE'S LABOR’S LOST IS A ROSICRUCIAN SIGNATURE, AS ITS NUMERICAL EQUIVALENT (287) INDICATES. AGAIN, ON THE TITLE PAGE OF THE FIRST EDITION OF SIR FRANCIS BACON'S NEW ATLANTIS, FATHER TIME IS DEPICTED BRINGING A FEMALE FIGURE OUT OF THE DARKNESS OF A CAVE. AROUND THE DEVICE IS A LATIN INSCRIPTION: "IN TIME THE SECRET TRUTH SHALL BE REVEALED." THE CATCHWORDS AND PRINTER'S DEVICES APPEARING IN VOLUMES PUBLISHED ESPECIALLY DURING THE FIRST HALF OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY WERE DESIGNED, ARRANGED, AND IN SOME CASES MUTILATED ACCORDING TO A DEFINITE PLAN. IT IS EVIDENT ALSO THAT THE MIS-PAGINATIONS IN THE SHAKESPEARIAN FOLIOS AND OTHER VOLUMES ARE KEYS TO BACONIAN CIPHERS, FOR RE-EDITIONS--OFTEN FROM NEW TYPE AND BY DIFFERENT PRINTERS--CONTAIN THE SAME MISTAKES. FOR EXAMPLE, THE FIRST AND SECOND FOLIOS OF SHAKESPEARE ARE PRINTED FROM ENTIRELY DIFFERENT TYPE AND BY DIFFERENT PRINTERS NINE YEARS APART, BUT IN BOTH EDITIONS PAGE 153 OF THE COMEDIES IS NUMBERED 151, AND PAGES 249 AND 250 ARE NUMBERED 250 AND 251 RESPECTIVELY. ALSO, IN THE 1640 EDITION OF BACON'S, THE ADVANCEMENT AND PROFICIENCE OF LEARNING, PAGES 353 AND 354 ARE NUMBERED 351 AND 352 RESPECTIVELY, AND IN THE 1641 EDITION OF DU BARTAS' DIVINE WEEKS PAGES 346 TO 350 INCLUSIVE ARE ENTIRELY MISSING, WHILE PAGE 450 IS NUMBERED 442. THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH PAGES ENDING IN NUMBERS 50, 51, 52,53, AND 54 ARE INVOLVED WILL HE NOTED. THE REQUIREMENTS OF LORD VERULAM'S BILATERAL CIPHER ARE FULLY MET IN SCORES OF VOLUMES PRINTED BETWEEN 1590 AND 1650 AND IN SOME PRINTED AT OTHER TIMES. AN EXAMINATION OF THE VERSES BY L. DIGGES, DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF THE DECEASED "AUTHOUR MAISTER W. SHAKESPEARE," REVEALS THE USE OF TWO FONTS OF TYPE FOR BOTH CAPITAL AND SMALL LETTERS, THE DIFFERENCES BEING MOST MARKED IN THE CAPITAL T'S, N'S, AND A'S, (SEETHE FIRST FOLIO.) THE CIPHER HAS BEEN DELETED FROM SUBSEQUENT EDITIONS. THE PRESENCE OF HIDDEN MATERIAL IN THE TEXT IS OFTEN INDICATED BY NEEDLESS INVOLVEMENT OF WORDS. ON THE SIXTEENTH UNNUMBERED PAGE OF THE 1641 EDITION OF DU BARTAS' DIVINE WEEKS IS A BOAR SURMOUNTING A PYRAMIDAL TEXT. THE TEXT IS MEANINGLESS JARGON, EVIDENTLY INSERTED FOR CRYPTOGRAPHIC REASONS AND MARKED WITH BACON'S SIGNATURE--THE HOG. THE YEAR FOLLOWING PUBLICATION OF THE FIRST FOLIO OF SHAKESPEARE'S PLAYS IN 1623, THERE WAS PRINTED IN "LUNAEBURG" A REMARKABLE VOLUME ON CRYPTOGRAPHY, AVOWEDLY BY GUSTAVUS SELENUS. IT IS CONSIDERED EXTREMELY PROBABLE THAT THIS VOLUME CONSTITUTES THE CRYPTOGRAPHIC KEY TO THE GREAT SHAKESPEARIAN FOLIO. PECULIAR SYMBOLICAL HEAD- AND TAIL-PIECES ALSO MARK THE PRESENCE OF CRYPTOGRAMS. WHILE SUCH ORNAMENTS ARE FOUND IN MANY EARLY PRINTED BOOKS, CERTAIN EMBLEMS ARE PECULIAR TO VOLUMES CONTAINING BACONIAN ROSICRUCIAN CIPHERS. THE LIGHT AND DARK SHADED A IS AN INTERESTING EXAMPLE. BEARING IN MIND THE FREQUENT RECURRENCE IN BACONIAN SYMBOLISM OF THE LIGHT AND DARK SHADED A AND THE HOG, THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT BY BACON IN HIS INTERPRETATION OF NATURE IS HIGHLY SIGNIFICANT: "IF THE SOW WITH HER SNOUT SHOULD HAPPEN TO IMPRINT THE LETTER A UPON THE GROUND, WOULDST THOU THEREFORE IMAGINE THAT SHE COULD WRITE OUT A WHOLE TRAGEDY AS ONE LETTER?" THE ROSICRUCIAN’S AND OTHER SECRET SOCIETIES OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY USED WATERMARKS AS MEDIUMS FOR THE CONVEYANCE OF CRYPTOGRAPHIC REFERENCES, AND BOOKS PRESUMABLY CONTAINING BACONIAN CIPHERS ARE USUALLY PRINTED UPON PAPER BEARING ROSICRUCIAN OR MASONIC WATERMARKS; OFTEN THERE ARE SEVERAL SYMBOLS IN ONE BOOK, SUCH AS THE ROSE CROSS, URNS, BUNCHES OF GRAPES, AND OTHERS. AT HAND IS A DOCUMENT WHICH MAY PROVE A REMARKABLE KEY TO A CIPHER BEGINNING IN THE TRAGEDY OF CYMBELINE. SO FAR AS KNOWN IT HAS NEVER BEEN PUBLISHED AND IS APPLICABLE ONLY TO THE 1623 FOLIO OF THE SHAKESPEARIAN PLAYS. THE CIPHER IS A LINE-AND-WORD COUNT INVOLVING PUNCTUATION, ESPECIALLY THE LONG AND SHORT EXCLAMATION POINTS AND THE STRAIGHT AND SLANTING INTERROGATION POINTS. THIS CODE WAS DISCOVERED BY HENRY WILLIAM BEARSE IN 1900, AND AFTER IT HAS BEEN THOROUGHLY CHECKED ITS EXACT NATURE WILL BE MADE PUBLIC. NO REASONABLE DOUBT REMAINS THAT THE MASONIC ORDER IS THE DIRECT OUTGROWTH OF THE SECRET SOCIETIES OF THE MIDDLE AGES, NOR CAN IT BE DENIED THAT FREEMASONRY IS PERMEATED BY THE SYMBOLISM AND MYSTICISM OF THE ANCIENT AND MEDIAEVAL WORLDS. SIR FRANCIS BACON KNEW THE TRUE SECRET OF MASONIC ORIGIN AND THERE IS REASON TO SUSPECT THAT HE CONCEALED THIS KNOWLEDGE IN CIPHER AND CRYPTOGRAM. BACON IS NOT TO BE REGARDED SOLELY AS A MAN BUT RATHER AS THE FOCAL POINT BETWEEN AN INVISIBLE INSTITUTION AND A WORLD WHICH WAS NEVER ABLE TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE MESSENGER AND THE MESSAGE WHICH HE PROMULGATED. THIS SECRET SOCIETY, HAVING REDISCOVERED THE LOST WISDOM OF THE AGES AND FEARING THAT THE KNOWLEDGE MIGHT BE LOST AGAIN, PERPETUATED IT IN TWO WAYS: (1) BY AN ORGANIZATION (FREEMASONRY).
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A CRYPTIC HEADPIECE.
MANY DOCUMENTS INFLUENCED BY BACONIAN PHILOSOPHY--OR INTENDED M CONCEAL BACONIAN OR ROSICRUCIAN CRYPTOGRAMS--USE CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL DESIGNS AT THE BEGINNING AND END OF CHAPTERS, WHICH REVEAL TO THE INITIATED THE PRESENCE OF CONCEALED INFORMATION. THE ABOVE ORNAMENTAL HAS LONG BEEN ACCEPTED AS OF THE PRESENCE OF BACONIAN INFLUENCE AND IS TO BE FOUND ONLY IN A CERTAIN NUMBER OF RARE VOLUMES, ALL OF WHICH CONTAIN BACONIAN CRYPTOGRAMS. THESE CIPHER MESSAGES WERE PLACED IN THE BOOKS EITHER BY BACON HIMSELF OR BY CONTEMPORANEOUS AND SUBSEQUENT AUTHORS BELONGING TO THE SAME SECRET SOCIETY WHICH BACON SERVED WITH HIS REMARKABLE KNOWLEDGE OF CIPHERS AND ENIGMAS. VARIANTS OF THIS HEADPIECE ADORN THE GREAT SHAKESPEARIAN FOLIO (1623); BACON'S NOVUM ORGANUM (1620); THE ST. JAMES BIBLE (1611); SPENCER'S FAERIE QUEENE (1611); AND SIR WALTER RALEGH'S HISTORY OF THE WORLD (1614) (SEE AMERICAN BACONIANA.)
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THE DROESHOUT PORTRAIT OF SHAKSPERE.
THERE ARE NO AUTHENTIC PORTRAITS OF SHAKESPEARE IN EXISTENCE. THE DISSIMILARITIES THE DROESHOUT, CHANDOS, JANSSEN, HUNT, ASHBOURNE, SOEST, AND DUNFORD PORTRAITS PROVE CONCLUSIVELY THAT THE ARTISTS WERE UNAWARE OF SHAKESPEARE’S ACTUAL FEATURES. AN EXAMINATION OF THE DROESHOUT PORTRAIT DISCLOSES SEVERAL PECULIARITIES. BACONIAN ENTHUSIASTS ARE CONVINCED THAT THE FACE IS ONLY A CARICATURE, POSSIBLY THE DEATH MASK OF FRANCIS BACON. A COMPARISON OF THE DROESHOUT SHAKESPEARE WITH PORTRAITS AND ENGRAVINGS OF FRANCIS BACON DEMONSTRATES THE IDENTITY OF THE STRUCTURE OF THE TWO FACES, THE DIFFERENCE IN EXPRESSION BEING CAUSED BY LINES OF SHADING. NOT ALSO THE PECULIAR LINE RUNNING FROM THE EAR DOWN TO THE CHIN. DOES THIS LINE SUBTLY SIGNIFY THAT THE FACE ITSELF A MASK, ENDING AT THE EAR? NOTICE ALSO THAT THE HEAD IS NOT CONNECTED WITH THE BODY, BUT IS RESTING ON THE COLLAR. MOST STRANGE OF ALL IS THE COAT: ONE-HALF IS ON BACKWARDS. IN DRAWING THE JACKET, THE ARTIST HAS MADE THE LEFT ARM CORRECTLY, BUT THE RIGHT ARM HAS THE BACK OF THE SHOULDER TO THE FRONT. FRANK WOODWARD HAS NOTED THAT THERE ARE 157 LETTERS ON THE TITLE PAGE. THIS IS A ROSICRUCIAN SIGNATURE OF FIRST IMPORTANCE. THE DATE, 1623, PLUS THE TWO LETTERS "ON" FROM THE WORD "LONDON," GIVES THE CRYPTIC SIGNATURE OF FRANCIS BACON, BY A SIMPLE NUMERICAL CIPHER. BY MERELY EXCHANGING THE 26 LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET FOR NUMBERS, 1 BECAME A, 6 BECOMES F, 2 BECOMES B, AND 3 BECOMES C, GIVING AFBC. TO THIS IS ADDED THE ON FROM LONDON, RESULTING IN AFBCON, WHICH REARRANGED FORMS F. BACON TO THE INITIATES OF WHICH IT REVEALED ITS WISDOM IN THE FORM OF SYMBOLS; (2) BY EMBODYING ITS ARCANA IN THE LITERATURE OF THE DAY BY MEANS OF CUNNINGLY CONTRIVED CIPHERS AND ENIGMAS. EVIDENCE POINTS TO THE EXISTENCE OF A GROUP OF WISE AND ILLUSTRIOUS FRATRES WHO ASSUMED THE RESPONSIBILITY OF PUBLISHING AND PRESERVING FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS THE CHOICEST OF THE SECRET BOOKS OF THE ANCIENTS, TOGETHER WITH CERTAIN OTHER DOCUMENTS WHICH THEY THEMSELVES HAD PREPARED. THAT FUTURE MEMBERS OF THEIR FRATERNITY MIGHT NOT ONLY IDENTIFY THESE VOLUMES BUR ALSO IMMEDIATELY NOTE THE SIGNIFICANT PASSAGES, WORDS, CHAPTERS, OR SECTIONS THEREIN, THEY CREATED A SYMBOLIC ALPHABET OF HIEROGLYPHIC DESIGNS. BY MEANS OF A CERTAIN KEY AND ORDER, THE DISCERNING FEW WERE THUS ENABLED TO FIND THAT WISDOM BY WHICH A MAN IS "RAISED" TO AN ILLUMINED LIFE. THE TREMENDOUS IMPORT OF THE BACONIAN MYSTERY IS DAILY BECOMING MORE APPARENT. SIR FRANCIS BACON WAS A LINK IN THAT GREAT CHAIN OF MINDS WHICH HAS PERPETUATED THE SECRET DOCTRINE OF ANTIQUITY FROM ITS BEGINNING. THIS SECRET DOCTRINE IS CONCEALED IN HIS CRYPTIC WRITINGS. THE SEARCH FOR THIS DIVINE WISDOM IS THE ONLY LEGITIMATE MOTIVE FOR THE EFFORT TO DECODE HIS CRYPTOGRAMS. MASONIC RESEARCH MIGHT DISCOVER MUCH OF VALUE IF IT WOULD TURN ITS ATTENTION TO CERTAIN VOLUMES PUBLISHED DURING THE SIXTEENTH AND SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES WHICH BEAR THE STAMP AND SIGNET OF THAT SECRET SOCIETY WHOSE MEMBERS FIRST ESTABLISHED MODERN FREEMASONRY BUT THEMSELVES REMAINED AS AN INTANGIBLE GROUP CONTROLLING AND DIRECTING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE OUTER BODY. THE UNKNOWN HISTORY AND LOST RITUALS OF FREEMASONRY MAY BE REDISCOVERED IN THE SYMBOLISM AND CRYPTOGRAMS OF THE MIDDLE AGES. FREEMASONRY IS THE BRIGHT AND GLORIOUS SON OF A MYSTERIOUS AND HIDDEN FATHER. IT CANNOT TRACE ITS PARENTAGE BECAUSE THAT ORIGIN IS OBSCURED BY THE VEIL OF THE SUPER-PHYSICAL AND THE MYSTICAL. THE GREAT FOLIO OF 1623 IS A VERITABLE TREASURE HOUSE OF MASONIC LORE AND SYMBOLISM, AND THE TIME IS AT HAND WHEN THAT GREAT WORK SHOULD BE ACCORDED THE CONSIDERATION WHICH IS ITS DUE. THOUGH CHRISTIANITY SHATTERED THE MATERIAL ORGANIZATION OF THE PAGAN MYSTERIES, IT COULD NOT DESTROY THE KNOWLEDGE OF SUPERNATURAL POWER WHICH THE PAGANS POSSESSED. THEREFORE, IT IS KNOWN THAT THE MYSTERIES OF GREECE AND EGYPT WERE SECRETLY PERPETUATED THROUGH THE EARLY CENTURIES OF THE CHURCH, AND LATER, BY BEING CLOTHED IN THE SYMBOLISM OF CHRISTIANITY, WERE ACCEPTED AS ELEMENTS OF THAT FAITH. SIR FRANCIS BACON WAS ONE OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH THE PERPETUATION AND DISSEMINATION OF S THE ARCANA OF THE SUPER-PHYSICAL ORIGINALLY IN THE POSSESSION OF THE PAGAN HIEROPHANTS, AND TO ATTAIN THAT END EITHER FORMULATED THE FRATERNITY OF R.C. OR WAS ADMITTED INTO AN ORGANIZATION ALREADY EXISTING UNDER THAT NAME AND BECAME ONE OF ITS PRINCIPAL REPRESENTATIVES. FOR SOME REASON NOT APPARENT TO THE UNINITIATED THERE HAS BEEN A CONTINUED AND CONSISTENT EFFORT TO PREVENT THE UNRAVELING OF THE BACONIAN SKEIN. WHATEVER THE POWER MAY BE WHICH CONTINUALLY BLOCKS THE EFFORTS OF INVESTIGATORS, IT IS AS UNREMITTING NOW AS IT WAS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING BACON'S DEATH, AND THOSE ATTEMPTING TO SOLVE THE ENIGMA STILL FEEL THE WEIGHT OF ITS RESENTMENT. A MISUNDERSTANDING WORLD HAS EVER PERSECUTED THOSE WHO UNDERSTOOD THE SECRET WORKINGS OF NATURE, SEEKING IN EVERY CONCEIVABLE MANNER TO EXTERMINATE THE CUSTODIANS OF THIS DIVINE WISDOM. SIR FRANCIS BACON'S POLITICAL PRESTIGE WAS FINALLY UNDERMINED AND SIR WALTER RALEGH MET A SHAMEFUL FATE BECAUSE THEIR TRANSCENDENTAL KNOWLEDGE WAS CONSIDERED DANGEROUS. THE FORGING OF SHAKESPEARE’S HANDWRITING; THE FOISTING OF FRAUDULENT PORTRAITS AND DEATH MASKS UPON A GULLIBLE PUBLIC; THE FABRICATION OF SPURIOUS BIOGRAPHIES; THE MUTILATION OF BOOKS AND DOCUMENTS; THE DESTRUCTION OR RENDERING ILLEGIBLE OF TABLETS AND INSCRIPTIONS CONTAINING CRYPTOGRAPHIC MESSAGES, HAVE ALL COMPOUNDED THE DIFFICULTIES ATTENDANT UPON THE SOLUTION OF THE BACON-SHAKESPEARE-ROSICRUCIAN RIDDLE. THE IRELAND FORGERIES DECEIVED EXPERTS FOR YEARS. ACCORDING TO MATERIAL AVAILABLE, THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE FRATERNITY OF R.C. WAS COMPOSED OF A CERTAIN NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS WHO HAD DIED WHAT IS KNOWN AS THE "PHILOSOPHIC DEATH." WHEN THE TIME CAME FOR AN INITIATE TO ENTER UPON HIS LABORS FOR THE ORDER, HE CONVENIENTLY "DIED" UNDER SOMEWHAT MYSTERIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES. IN REALITY HE CHANGED HIS NAME AND PLACE OF RESIDENCE, AND A BOX OF ROCKS OR A BODY SECURED FOR THE PURPOSE WAS BURIED IN HIS STEAD. IT IS BELIEVED THAT THIS HAPPENED IN THE CASE OF SIR FRANCIS BACON WHO, LIKE ALL SERVANTS OF THE MYSTERIES, RENOUNCED ALL PERSONAL CREDIT AND PERMITTED OTHERS TO BE CONSIDERED AS THE AUTHORS OF THE DOCUMENTS WHICH HE WROTE OR INSPIRED. THE CRYPTIC WRITINGS OF FRANCIS BACON CONSTITUTE ONE OF THE MOST POWERFUL TANGIBLE ELEMENTS IN THE MYSTERIES OF TRANSCENDENTALISM AND SYMBOLIC PHILOSOPHY. APPARENTLY, MANY YEARS MUST YET PASS BEFORE AN UNCOMPREHENDING WORLD WILL APPRECIATE THE TRANSCENDING GENIUS OF THAT MYSTERIOUS MAN WHO WROTE THE NOVUM ORGANUM, WHO SAILED HIS LITTLE SHIP FAR OUT INTO THE UNEXPLORED SEA OF LEARNING THROUGH THE PILLARS OF HERCULES, AND WHOSE IDEALS FOR A NEW CIVILIZATION ARE MAGNIFICENTLY EXPRESSED IN THE UTOPIAN DREAM OF THE NEW ATLANTIS. WAS SIR FRANCIS BACON A SECOND PROMETHEUS? DID HIS GREAT LOVE FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD AND HIS PITY FOR THEIR IGNORANCE CAUSE HIM TO BRING THE DIVINE FIRE FROM HEAVEN CONCEALED WITHIN THE CONTENTS OF A PRINTED PAGE? IN ALL PROBABILITY, THE KEYS TO THE BACONIAN RIDDLE WILL BE FOUND IN CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY. HE WHO UNDERSTANDS THE SECRET OF THE SEVEN-RAYED GOD WILL COMPREHEND THE METHOD EMPLOYED BY BACON TO ACCOMPLISH HIS MONUMENTAL LABOR. ALIASES WERE ASSUMED BY HIM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ATTRIBUTES AND ORDER OF THE MEMBERS OF THE PLANETARY SYSTEM. ONE OF THE LEAST KNOWN--BUT MOST IMPORTANT--KEYS TO THE BACONIAN ENIGMA IS THE THIRD, OR 1637, EDITION, PUBLISHED IN PARIS, OF LES IMAGES OU TABLEAUX DE PLATTE PEINTURE DES DEUX PHILOSTRATES SOPHISTES GRECS ET LES STATUES DE CALLISTRATE, BY BLAISE DE VIGENERE. THE TITLE PAGE OF THIS VOLUME--WHICH, AS THE NAME OF THE AUTHOR WHEN PROPERLY DECIPHERED INDICATES, WAS WRITTEN BY OR UNDER THE DIRECTION OF BACON OR HIS SECRET SOCIETY--IS ONE MASS OF IMPORTANT MASONIC OR ROSICRUCIAN SYMBOLS. ON PAGE 486 APPEARS A PLATE ENTITLED "HERCULES FURIEUX," SHOWING A GIGANTIC FIGURE SHAKING A SPEAR, THE GROUND BEFORE HIM STREWN WITH CURIOUS EMBLEMS. IN HIS CURIOUS WORK, DAS BILD DES SPEERSHÜTTLERS DIE LÖSUNG DES SHAKESPEARE-RÄTSELS, ALFRED FREUND ATTEMPTS TO EXPLAIN THE BACONIAN SYMBOLISM IN THE PHILOSTRATES. BACON HE REVEALS AS THE PHILOSOPHICAL HERCULES, WHOM TIME WILL ESTABLISH AS THE TRUE "SPEAR-SHAKER" (SHAKESPEARE).
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TITLE PAGE OF THE FAMOUS FIRST EDITION OF SIR WALTER RALEGH'S HISTORY OF THE WORLD.
WHAT WAS THE MYSTERIOUS KNOWLEDGE WHICH SIR WALTER RALEGH POSSESSED AND WHICH WAS DECLARED TO BE DETRIMENTAL TO THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT? WHY WAS HE EXECUTED WHEN THE CHARGES AGAINST HIM COULD NOT BE PROVED? WAS HE A MEMBER OF ME OF THOSE FEARED AND HATED SECRET SOCIETIES WHICH NEARLY OVERTHREW POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS EUROPE DURING THE SIXTEENTH AND SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES? WAS SIR WALTER RALEGH AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN THE BACON-SHAKSPERE-ROSICRUCIAN-MASONIC ENIGMA? BY THOSE SEEKING THE KEYS TO THIS GREAT CONTROVERSY, HE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN ALMOST ENTIRELY OVERLOOKED. HIS CONTEMPORARIES ARE UNANIMOUS IN THEIR PRAISE OF HIS REMARKABLE INTELLECT, AND HE HAS LONG BEEN CONSIDERED ME OF BRITAIN'S MOST BRILLIANT SONS. SIR WALTER RALEGH--SOLDIER, COURTIER, STATESMAN, WRITER, POET, PHILOSOPHER, AND EXPLORER--WAS A SCINTILLATING FIGURE AT THE COURT OF QUEEN ELIZABETH. UPON THIS SAME MAN, KING JAMES--AFTER THE DEATH OF ELIZABETH--HEAPED EVERY INDIGNITY WITHIN HIS POWER. THE COWARDLY JAMES, WHO SHUDDERED AT THE MENTION OF WEAPONS AND CRIED LIKE A CHILD WHEN HE WAS CROSSED, WAS INSANELY JEALOUS OF THE BRILLIANT COURTIER. RALEGH'S ENEMIES, PLAYING UPON THE KING'S WEAKNESS, DID NOT CEASE THEIR RELENTLESS PERSECUTION UNTIL RALEGH HAD BEEN HANGED AND HIS DECAPITATED, QUARTERED, AND DISEMBOWELED BODY LAY AT THEIR FEET. THE TITLE PAGE REPRODUCED ABOVE WAS USED BY RALEGH'S POLITICAL FOES AS A POWERFUL WEAPON AGAINST HIM. THEY CONVINCED JAMES I THAT THE FACE OF THE CENTRAL FIGURE UPHOLDING THE GLOBE WAS A CARICATURE OF HIS OWN, AND THE ENRAGED KING ORDERED EVERY COPY OF THE ENGRAVING DESTROYED. BUT A FEW COPIES ESCAPED THE ROYAL WRATH; CONSEQUENTLY, THE PLATE IS EXTREMELY RARE. THE ENGRAVING IS A MASS ROSICRUCIAN AND MASONIC SYMBOLS, AND THE FIGURES ON THE COLUMNS IN ALL PROBABILITY CONCEAL A CRYPTOGRAM. MORE SIGNIFICANT STILL IS THE FACT THAT THE PAGE FACING THIS PLATE IS A HEADPIECE IDENTICAL WITH THAT USED IN THE 1623 FOLIO OF "SHAKESPEARE" AND ALSO IN BACON'S NOVUM ORGANUM.
THE CRYPTOGRAM AS A FACTOR IN SYMBOLIC PHILOSOPHY
NO TREATISE WHICH DEALS WITH SYMBOLISM WOULD BE COMPLETE WITHOUT A SECTION DEVOTED TO THE CONSIDERATION OF CRYPTOGRAMS. THE USE OF CIPHERS HAS LONG BEEN RECOGNIZED AS INDISPENSABLE IN MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES, BUT THE MODERN WORLD HAS OVERLOOKED THE IMPORTANT ROLE PLAYED BY CRYPTOGRAPHY IN LITERATURE AND PHILOSOPHY. IF THE ART OF DECIPHERING CRYPTOGRAMS COULD BE MADE POPULAR, IT WOULD RESULT IN THE DISCOVERY OF MUCH HITHERTO UNSUSPECTED WISDOM POSSESSED BY BOTH ANCIENT AND MEDIAEVAL PHILOSOPHERS. IT WOULD PROVE THAT MANY APPARENTLY VERBOSE AND RAMBLING AUTHORS WERE WORDY FOR THE SAKE OF CONCEALING WORDS. CIPHERS ARE HIDDEN IN THE MOST SUBTLE MANNER: THEY MAY BE CONCEALED IN THE WATERMARK OF THE PAPER UPON WHICH A BOOK IS PRINTED; THEY MAY BE BOUND INTO THE COVERS OF ANCIENT BOOKS; THEY MAY BE HIDDEN UNDER IMPERFECT PAGINATION; THEY MAY BE EXTRACTED FROM THE FIRST LETTERS OF WORDS OR THE FIRST WORDS OF SENTENCES; THEY MAY BE ARTFULLY CONCEALED IN MATHEMATICAL EQUATIONS OR IN APPARENTLY UNINTELLIGIBLE CHARACTERS; THEY MAY BE EXTRACTED FROM THE JARGON OF CLOWNS OR REVEALED BY HEAT AS HAVING BEEN WRITTEN IN SYMPATHETIC INK; THEY MAY BE WORD CIPHERS, LETTER CIPHERS, OR APPARENTLY AMBIGUOUS STATEMENTS WHOSE MEANING COULD BE UNDERSTOOD ONLY BY REPEATED CAREFUL READINGS; THEY MAY HE DISCOVERED IN THE ELABORATELY ILLUMINATED INITIAL LETTERS OF EARLY BOOKS OR THEY MAY BE REVEALED BY A PROCESS OF COUNTING WORDS OR LETTERS. IF THOSE INTERESTED IN FREEMASONIC RESEARCH WOULD GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO THIS SUBJECT, THEY MIGHT FIND IN BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS OF THE SIXTEENTH AND SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES THE INFORMATION NECESSARY TO BRIDGE THE GAP IN MASONIC HISTORY THAT NOW EXISTS BETWEEN THE MYSTERIES OF THE ANCIENT WORLD AND THE CRAFT MASONRY OF THE LAST THREE CENTURIES. THE ARCANA OF THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES, WERE NEVER REVEALED TO THE PROFANE EXCEPT THROUGH THE MEDIA OF SYMBOLS. SYMBOLISM FULFILLED THE DUAL OFFICE OF CONCEALING THE SACRED TRUTHS FROM THE UNINITIATED AND REVEALING THEM TO THOSE QUALIFIED TO UNDERSTAND THE SYMBOLS. FORMS ARE THE SYMBOLS OF FORMLESS DIVINE PRINCIPLES; SYMBOLISM IS THE LANGUAGE OF NATURE. WITH REVERENCE THE WISE PIERCE THE VEIL AND WITH CLEARER VISION CONTEMPLATE THE REALITY; BUT THE IGNORANT, UNABLE TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE FALSE AND THE TRUE, BEHOLD A UNIVERSE OF SYMBOLS. IT MAY WELL BE SAID OF NATURE--THE GREAT MOTHER [VICTORIA]--THAT SHE IS EVER TRACING STRANGE CHARACTERS UPON THE SURFACE OF THINGS, BUT ONLY TO HER ELDEST AND WISEST SONS AS A REWARD FOR THEIR FAITH AND DEVOTION DOES, SHE REVEALS THE CRYPTIC ALPHABET WHICH IS THE KEY TO THE IMPORT OF THESE TRACINGS. THE TEMPLES OF THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES EVOLVED THEIR OWN SACRED LANGUAGES, KNOWN ONLY TO THEIR INITIATES AND NEVER SPOKEN SAVE IN THE SANCTUARY. THE ILLUMINED PRIESTS CONSIDERED IT SACRILEGE TO DISCUSS THE SACRED TRUTHS OF THE HIGHER WORLDS OR THE DIVINE VERITIES OF ETERNAL NATURE IN THE SAME TONGUE AS THAT USED BY THE VULGAR FOR WRANGLING AND DISSENSION. A SACRED SCIENCE MUST NEEDS BE COUCHED IN A SACRED LANGUAGE. SECRET ALPHABETS ALSO WERE INVENTED, AND WHENEVER THE SECRETS OF THE WISE WERE COMMITTED TO WRITING, CHARACTERS MEANINGLESS TO THE UNINFORMED WERE EMPLOYED. SUCH FORMS OF WRITING WERE CALLED SACRED OR HERMETIC ALPHABETS. SOME--SUCH AS THE FAMOUS ANGELIC WRITING--ARE STILL RETAINED IN THE HIGHER DEGREES OF MASONRY. SECRET ALPHABETS WERE NOT ENTIRELY SATISFACTORY, HOWEVER, FOR ALTHOUGH THEY RENDERED UNINTELLIGIBLE THE TRUE NATURE OF THE WRITINGS, THEIR VERY PRESENCE DISCLOSED THE FACT OF CONCEALED INFORMATION--WHICH THE PRIESTS ALSO SOUGHT TO CONCEAL. THROUGH PATIENCE OR PERSECUTION, THE KEYS TO THESE ALPHABETS WERE EVENTUALLY ACQUIRED AND THE CONTENTS OF THE DOCUMENTS REVEALED TO THE UNWORTHY. THIS NECESSITATED EMPLOYMENT OF MORE SUBTLE METHODS FOR CONCEALING THE DIVINE TRUTHS. THE RESULT WAS THE APPEARANCE OF CRYPTIC SYSTEMS OF WRITING DESIGNED TO CONCEAL THE PRESENCE OF BOTH THE MESSAGE AND THE CRYPTOGRAM. HAVING THUS DEVISED A METHOD OF TRANSMITTING THEIR SECRETS TO POSTERITY, THE ILLUMINATI ENCOURAGED THE CIRCULATION OF CERTAIN DOCUMENTS SPECIALLY PREPARED THROUGH INCORPORATING INTO THEM CIPHERS CONTAINING THE DEEPEST SECRETS OF MYSTICISM AND PHILOSOPHY. THUS, MEDIAEVAL PHILOSOPHERS DISSEMINATED THEIR THEORIES THROUGHOUT EUROPE WITHOUT EVOKING SUSPICION, SINCE VOLUMES CONTAINING THESE CRYPTOGRAMS COULD BE SUBJECTED TO THE CLOSEST SCRUTINY WITHOUT REVEALING THE PRESENCE OF THE HIDDEN MESSAGE. DURING THE MIDDLE AGES SCORES OF WRITERS--MEMBERS OF SECRET POLITICAL OR RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS--PUBLISHED BOOKS CONTAINING CIPHERS. SECRET WRITING BECAME A FAD; EVERY EUROPEAN COURT HAD ITS OWN DIPLOMATIC CIPHER, AND THE INTELLIGENTSIA VIED WITH ONE ANOTHER IN DEVISING CURIOUS AND COMPLICATED CRYPTOGRAMS. THE LITERATURE OF THE FIFTEENTH, SIXTEENTH, AND SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES IS PERMEATED WITH CIPHERS, FEW OF WHICH HAVE EVER BEEN DECODED. MANY OF THE MAGNIFICENT SCIENTIFIC AND PHILOSOPHIC INTELLECTS OF THIS PERIOD DARED NOT PUBLISH THEIR FINDINGS, BECAUSE OF THE RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE OF THEIR DAY. IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE FRUITAGE OF THEIR INTELLECTUAL LABORS FOR MANKIND, THESE PIONEERS OF PROGRESS CONCEALED THEIR DISCOVERIES IN CIPHERS, TRUSTING THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS, MORE-KINDLY THAN THEIR OWN, WOULD DISCOVER AND APPRECIATE THEIR LEARNING. MANY CHURCHMEN, IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE, USED CRYPTOGRAMS, FEARING EXCOMMUNICATION OR A WORSE FATE SHOULD THEIR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCHES BE SUSPECTED. ONLY RECENTLY AN INTRICATE CIPHER OF ROGER BACON'S HAS BEEN UNRAVELED, REVEALING THE FACT THAT THIS EARLY SCIENTIST WAS WELL VERSED IN THE CELLULAR THEORY. LECTURING BEFORE THE AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, DR. WILLIAM ROMAINE NEWBOLD---
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A FAMOUS CRYPTIC TITLE PAGE.
ONE YEAR AFTER THE PUBLICATION OF THE FIRST GREAT "SHAKESPEARIAN" FOLIO, A REMARKABLE VOLUME ON CRYPTOGRAM, AND CIPHERS WAS PUBLISHED. THE TITLE PAGE OF THE WORK IS REPRODUCED ABOVE. THE YEAR OF ITS PUBLICATION (1624) WAS DURING THE ROSICRUCIAN CONTROVERSY. THE TRANSLATION OF THE TITLE PAGE IS AS FOLLOWS: "THE CRYPTOMENYSIS AND CRYPTOGRAPHY OF GUSTAVUS SELENUS IN NINE BOOKS, TO WHICH IS ADDED A CLEAR EXPLANATION OF THE SYSTEM OF STEGANOGRAPHY OF JOHN TRITHEMIUS, ABBOT OF SPANHEIM AND HERBIPOLIS, A MAN OF ADMIRABLE GENIUS. INTERSPERSED WITH WORTHY INVENTIONS OF THE AUTHOR AND OTHERS, 1624." THE AUTHOR OF THIS VOLUME WAS BELIEVED TO BE AUGUSTUS, DUKE OF BRUNSWICK. THE SYMBOLS AND EMBLEMS ORNAMENTING THE TITLE PAGE, HOWEVER, ARE CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE THAT THE FINE HAND OF THE ROSICRUCIAN’S WAS BEHIND ITS PUBLICATION. AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PICTURE IS A NOBLEMAN (BACON?) PLACING HIS HAT ON ANOTHER MAN'S HEAD. IN THE OVAL AT THE TOP OF THE PLATE, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE LIGHTS ARE BEACONS, OR A PLAY UPON THE NAME BACON. IN THE TWO SIDE PANELS ARE STRIKING AND SUBTLE "SHAKESPEARIAN" ALLUSIONS. ON THE LEFT IS A NOBLEMAN (POSSIBLY BACON) HANDING A PAPER TO ANOTHER MAN OF MEAN APPEARANCE WHO CARRIES IN HIS HAND A SPEAR. AT THE RIGHT, THE MAN WHO PREVIOUSLY CARRIED THE SPEAR IS SHOWN IN THE COSTUME OF AN ACTOR, WEARING SPURS AND BLOWING A HORN. THE ALLUSION TO THE ACTOR BLOWING HIS HORN AND THE FIGURE CARRYING THE SPEAR SUGGEST MUCH, ESPECIALLY AS SPEAR IS THE LAST SYLLABLE OF THE NAME "SHAKESPEARE" WHO TRANSLATED THE CIPHER MANUSCRIPT OF THE FRIAR, DECLARED: "THERE ARE DRAWINGS WHICH SO ACCURATELY PORTRAY THE ACTUAL APPEARANCE OF CERTAIN OBJECTS THAT IT IS DIFFICULT TO RESIST THE INFERENCE THAT BACON HAD SEEN THEM WITH THE MICROSCOPE. THESE ARE SPERMATOZOA, THE BODY CELLS AND THE SEMINIFEROUS TUBES, THE OVA, WITH THEIR NUCLEI DISTINCTLY INDICATED. THERE ARE NINE LARGE DRAWINGS, OF WHICH ONE AT LEAST BEARS CONSIDERABLE RESEMBLANCE TO A CERTAIN STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT OF A FERTILIZED CELL." (REVIEW OF REVIEWS, JULY, 1921.) HAD ROGER BACON FAILED TO CONCEAL THIS DISCOVERY UNDER A COMPLICATED CIPHER, HE WOULD HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED AS A HERETIC AND WOULD PROBABLY HAVE MET THE FATE OF OTHER EARLY LIBERAL THINKERS. IN SPITE OF THE RAPID PROGRESS MADE BY SCIENCE IN THE LAST TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS, IT STILL REMAINS IGNORANT CONCERNING MANY OF THE ORIGINAL DISCOVERIES MADE BY MEDIAEVAL INVESTIGATORS. THE ONLY RECORD OF THESE IMPORTANT FINDINGS IS THAT CONTAINED IN THE CRYPTOGRAMS OF THE VOLUMES WHICH THEY PUBLISHED. WHILE MANY AUTHORS HAVE WRITTEN ON THE SUBJECT OF CRYPTOGRAPHY, THE BOOKS MOST VALUABLE TO STUDENTS OF PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION ARE: POLYGRAPHIA AND STEGANOGRAPHIA, BY TRITHEMIUS, ABBOT OF SPANHEIM; MERCURY, OR THE SECRET AND SWIFT MESSENGER, BY JOHN WILKINS, BISHOP OF CHESTER; ŒDIPUS ÆGYPTIACUS AND OTHER WORKS BY ATHANASIUS KIRCHER, SOCIETY OF JESUS; AND CRYPTOMENYTICES ET CRYPTOGRAPHIÆ, BY GUSTAVUS SELENUS. 
TO ILLUSTRATE THE BASIC DIFFERENCES IN THEIR CONSTRUCTION AND USE, THE VARIOUS FORMS OF CIPHERS ARE HERE GROUPED UNDER SEVEN GENERAL HEADINGS:
1. THE LITERAL CIPHER. THE MOST FAMOUS OF ALL LITERAL CRYPTOGRAMS IS THE FAMOUS BILATERAL CIPHER DESCRIBED BY SIR FRANCIS BACON IN HIS DE AUGMENTIS SCIENTIARUM. LORD BACON ORIGINATED THE SYSTEM WHILE STILL A YOUNG MAN RESIDING IN PARIS. THE BILATERAL CIPHER REQUIRES THE USE OF TWO STYLES OF TYPE, ONE AN ORDINARY FACE AND THE OTHER SPECIALLY CUT. THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO FONTS ARE IN MANY, CASE SO MINUTE THAT IT REQUIRES A POWERFUL MAGNIFYING GLASS TO DETECT THEM. ORIGINALLY, THE CIPHER MESSAGES WERE CONCEALED ONLY IN THE ITALICIZED WORDS, SENTENCES, OR PARAGRAPHS, BECAUSE THE ITALIC LETTERS, BEING MORE ORNATE THAN THE ROMAN LETTERS, OFFERED GREATER OPPORTUNITY FOR CONCEALING THE SLIGHT BUT NECESSARY VARIATIONS. SOMETIMES THE LETTERS VARY A TRIFLE IN SIZE; AT OTHER TIMES IN THICKNESS OR IN THEIR ORNAMENTAL FLOURISHES. LATER, LORD BACON IS BELIEVED TO HAVE HAD TWO ROMAN ALPHABETS SPECIALLY PREPARED IN WHICH THE DIFFERENCES WERE SO TRIVIAL THAT IT IS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE FOR EXPERTS TO DISTINGUISH THEM. A CAREFUL INSPECTION OF THE FIRST FOUR "SHAKESPEARE" FOLIOS DISCLOSES THE USE THROUGHOUT THE VOLUMES OF SEVERAL STYLES OF TYPE DIFFERING IN MINUTE BUT DISTINGUISHABLE DETAILS. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT ALL THE "SHAKESPEARE" FOLIOS CONTAIN CIPHERS RUNNING THROUGH THE TEXT. THESE CIPHERS MAY HAVE BEEN ADDED TO THE ORIGINAL PLAYS, WHICH ARE MUCH LONGER IN THE FOLIOS THAN IN THE ORIGINAL QUARTOS, FULL SCENES HAVING BEEN ADDED IN SOME INSTANCES. THE BILATERAL CIPHER WAS NOT CONFINED TO THE WRITINGS OF BACON AND "SHAKESPEARE," HOWEVER, BUT APPEARS IN MANY BOOKS PUBLISHED DURING LORD BACON'S LIFETIME AND FOR NEARLY A CENTURY AFTER HIS B DEATH. IN REFERRING TO THE BILATERAL CIPHER, LORD BACON TERMS IT OMNIA PER OMNIA. THE CIPHER MAY RUN THROUGH AN ENTIRE BOOK AND BE PLACED THEREIN AT THE TIME OF PRINTING WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR, FOR IT DOES NOT NECESSITATE THE CHANGING OF EITHER WORDS OR PUNCTUATION. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THIS CIPHER WAS INSERTED FOR POLITICAL PURPOSES INTO MANY DOCUMENTS AND VOLUMES PUBLISHED DURING THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT CIPHERS WERE USED FOR THE SAME REASON AS EARLY AS THE COUNCIL OF NICAEA. THE BACONIAN BILATERAL CIPHER IS DIFFICULT TO USE TODAY, OWING TO THE PRESENT EXACT STANDARDIZATION OF TYPE AND THE FACT THAT SO FEW BOOKS ARE NOW HAND SET. ACCOMPANYING THIS CHAPTER ARE FACSIMILES OF LORD BACON'S BILATERAL ALPHABET AS IT APPEARED IN THE 1640 ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF DE AUGMENTIS SCIENTIARUM. THERE ARE FOUR ALPHABETS, TWO FOR THE CAPITAL AND TWO FOR THE SMALL LETTERS. CONSIDER CAREFULLY THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THESE FOUR AND NOTE THAT EACH ALPHABET HAS THE POWER OF EITHER THE LETTER A OR THE LETTER B, AND THAT WHEN READING A WORD ITS LETTERS ARE DIVISIBLE INTO ONE OF TWO GROUPS: THOSE WHICH CORRESPOND TO THE LETTER A AND THOSE WHICH CORRESPOND TO THE LETTER B. IN ORDER TO EMPLOY THE BILATERAL CIPHER, A DOCUMENT MUST CONTAIN FIVE TIMES AS MANY LETTERS AS THERE ARE IN THE CIPHER MESSAGE TO BE CONCEALED, FOR IT REQUIRES FIVE LETTERS TO CONCEAL ONE. THE BILATERAL CIPHER SOMEWHAT RESEMBLES A TELEGRAPH CODE IN WHICH LETTERS ARE CHANGED INTO DOTS AND DASHES; ACCORDING TO THE BILATERAL SYSTEM, HOWEVER, THE DOTS AND DASHES ARE REPRESENTED RESPECTIVELY BY A'S AND B'S. THE WORD BILATERAL IS DERIVED FROM THE FACT THAT ALL LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET MAY BE REDUCED TO EITHER A OR B. AN EXAMPLE OF BILATERAL WRITING IS SHOWN IN ONE OF THE ACCOMPANYING DIAGRAMS. IN ORDER TO DEMONSTRATE THE WORKING OF THIS CIPHER, THE MESSAGE CONCEALED WITHIN THE WORDS "WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING ARE MORE TO BE DESIRED THAN RICHES" WILL NOW BE DECIPHERED. THE FIRST STEP IS TO DISCOVER [HE LETTERS OF EACH ALPHABET AND REPLACE THEM BY THEIR EQUIVALENT A OR B IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE KEY GIVEN BY LORD BACON IN HIS BILATERAL ALPHABET (Q.V.). IN THE WORD WISDOM, THE W IS FROM THE B ALPHABET; THEREFORE, IT IS REPLACED BY A B. THE I IS FROM THE, A-ALPHABET; THEREFORE, AN A IS PUT IN ITS PLACE. THE S IS ALSO FROM THE, A-ALPHABET, BUT THE D BELONGS TO THE B ALPHABET. THE O AND THE M BOTH BELONG TO THE, A-ALPHABET IS REPLACED BY A. BY THIS PROCESS THE WORD WISDOM BECOME BAABAA. TREATING THE REMAINING WORDS OF THE SENTENCE IN A SIMILAR MANNER, AND BECOMES ABA; UNDERSTANDING, AAABAAAAAABAB; ARE, ABA; MORE, ABBB; TO, AB; BE, AB; DESIRED, ABAABAA; THAN, AABA; RICHES, AAAAAA. THE NEXT STEP IS TO RUN ALL THE LETTERS TOGETHER; THUS: BAABAAABAAAABAAAAAABABABAABBBABABABAABAAAABAAAAAAA. ALL THE COMBINATIONS USED IN THE BACONIAN BILITERAL CIPHER CONSIST OF GROUPS CONTAINING FIVE LETTERS EACH. THEREFORE, THE SOLID LINE OF LETTERS MUST BE BROKEN INTO GROUPS OF FIVE IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER: BAABA AABAA AABAA AAAAB ABABA ABBBA BABAB AABAA AABAA AAAAA. EACH OF THESE GROUPS OF FIVE LETTERS NOW REPRESENTS ONE LETTER OF THE CIPHER, AND THE ACTUAL LETTER CAN NOW BE DETERMINED BY COMPARING THE GROUPS WITH THE ALPHABETICAL TABLE, THE KEY TO THE BILITERAL CIPHER, FROM DE AUGMENTIS SCIENTIARUM (Q.V.): BAABA = T, AABAA = E, AABAA = E; AAAAB = B; ABABA = L; ABBBA = P; BABAB = X; AABAA = E, AABAA = E; AAAAA = A; BUT THE LAST FIVE LETTERS OF THE WORD RICHES BEING SET OFF BY A PERIOD FROM THE INITIAL R, THE LAST FIVE A'S DO NOT COUNT IN THE CIPHER. THE LETTERS THUS EXTRACTED ARE NOW BROUGHT TOGETHER IN ORDER, RESULTING IN TEEBLPXEE. AT THIS POINT THE INQUIRER MIGHT REASONABLY EXPECT THE LETTERS TO MAKE INTELLIGIBLE WORDS; BUT HE WILL VERY LIKELY BE DISAPPOINTED, FOR, AS IN THE CASE ABOVE, THE LETTERS THUS EXTRACTED ARE THEMSELVES A CRYPTOGRAM, DOUBLY INVOLVED TO DISCOURAGE THOSE WHO MIGHT HAVE A CASUAL ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE BILATERAL SYSTEM. THE NEXT STEP IS TO APPLY THE NINE LETTERS TO WHAT IS COMMONLY CALLED A WHEEL (OR DISC) CIPHER (Q.V.), WHICH CONSISTS OF TWO ALPHABETS, ONE REVOLVING AROUND THE OTHER IN SUCH A MANNER THAT NUMEROUS TRANSPOSITIONS OF LETTERS ARE POSSIBLE. IN THE ACCOMPANYING CUT THE A OF THE INNER ALPHABET
[image: AN EXAMPLE OF BILITERAL WRITING.]
AN EXAMPLE OF BILITERAL WRITING.
IN THE ABOVE SENTENCE NOTE CAREFULLY THE FORMATION OF THE LETTERS. COMPARE EACH LETTER WITH THE TWO TYPES OF LETTERS IN THE BILATERAL ALPHABET TABLE REPRODUCED FROM LORD BACON'S DE AUGMENTIS SCIENTIARUM. A COMPARISON OF THE "D" IN "WISDOM" WITH THE "D" IN "AND" DISCLOSES A LARGE LOOP AT THE TOP OF THE FIRST, WHILE THE SECOND SHOWS PRACTICALLY NO LOOP AT ALL. CONTRAST THE "I" IN "WISDOM" WITH THE "I" IN "UNDERSTANDING." IN THE FORMER, THE LINES ARE CURVED AND IN THE LATTER ANGULAR. A SIMILAR ANALYSIS OF THE TWO "R'S" IN "DESIRED" REVEALS OBVIOUS DIFFERENCES. THE "O" IN "MORE" DIFFERS ONLY FROM THE "O" IN "WISDOM" IN THAT IT A TINY LINE CONTINUES FROM THE TOP OVER TOWARDS THE "R." THE "A" IN "THAN" IS THINNER AND MORE ANGULAR THAN THE "A" IN "ARE," WHILE THE "R" IN "RICHES" DIFFERS FROM THAT IN "DESIRED" IN THAT THE FINAL UPRIGHT STROKE TERMINATES IN A BALL INSTEAD OF A SHARP POINT. THESE MINOR DIFFERENCES DISCLOSE THE PRESENCE OF THE TWO ALPHABETS EMPLOYED IN WRITING THE SENTENCE.
[image: THE KEY TO THE BILITERAL CIPHER.]
THE KEY TO THE BILATERAL CIPHER.
AFTER THE DOCUMENT TO BE DECIPHERED HAS BEEN REDUCED TO ITS "A" AND "B" EQUIVALENTS, IT IS THEN BROKEN UP INTO FIVE-LETTER GROUPS AND THE MESSAGE READ WITH THE AID OF THE ABOVE TABLE.
[image: A MODERN WHEEL, OR DISC, CIPHER.]
A MODERN WHEEL, OR DISC, CIPHER.
THE ABOVE DIAGRAM SHOWS A WHEEL CIPHER. THE SMALLER, OR INNER, ALPHABET MOVES AROUND SO THAT ANY ONE OF ITS LETTERS MAY BE BROUGHT OPPOSITE ANY ME OF HE LETTERS ON THE LARGER, OR OUTER, ALPHABET. IN SOME, CASES THE INNER ALPHABET IS WRITTEN BACKWARDS, BUT IN THE PRESENT EXAMPLE, BOTH ALPHABETS READ THE SAME WAY.
[image: THE BILITERAL ALPHABET.]
THE BILITERAL ALPHABET.
THIS PLATE IS REPRODUCED FROM BACON'S DE AUGMENTIS SCIENTIARUM, AND SHOWS THE TWO ALPHABETS AS DESIGNED BY HIM FOR THE PURPOSE OF HIS CIPHER. EACH CAPITAL AND SMALL LETTER HAS TWO DISTINCT FORMS WHICH ARE DESIGNATED "A" AND "B". THE BILITERAL SYSTEM DID NOT IN EVERY INSTANCE MAKE USE OF TWO ALPHABETS IN WHICH THE DIFFERENCES WERE AS PERCEPTIBLE AS IN THE EXAMPLE HERE GIVEN, BUT THE TWO ALPHABETS WERE ALWAYS USED; SOMETIMES VARIATIONS ARE SO MINUTE THAT IT REQUIRES A POWERFUL MAGNIFYING GLASS TO DISTINGUISH THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE "A" AND "B" TYPES OF LETTERS IS OPPOSITE THE H OF THE OUTER ALPHABET, SO THAT FOR CIPHER PURPOSES THESE LETTERS ARE INTERCHANGEABLE. THE F AND M, THE P, AND Y, THE W AND D, IN FACT ALL THE LETTERS, MAY BE TRANSPOSED AS SHOWN BY THE TWO CIRCLES. THE NINE LETTERS EXTRACTED BY THE BILATERAL CIPHER MAY THUS BE EXCHANGED FOR NINE OTHERS BY THE WHEEL CIPHER. THE NINE LETTERS ARE CONSIDERED AS BEING ON THE INNER CIRCLE OF THE WHEEL AND ARE EXCHANGED FOR THE NINE LETTERS ON THE OUTER CIRCLE WHICH ARE OPPOSITE THE INNER LETTERS. BY THIS PROCESS THE T BECOMES A; THE TWO E'S BECOME TWO L'S; THE B BECOMES I, THE L BECOMES S; THE P BECOMES W; THE X BECOMES E; AND THE TWO E'S BECOME TWO L'S. THE RESULT IS ALLISWELL, WHICH, BROKEN UP INTO WORDS, READS: "ALL IS WELL." OF COURSE, BY MOVING THE INNER DISC OF THE WHEEL CIPHER, MANY DIFFERENT COMBINATIONS IN ADDITION TO THE ONE GIVEN ABOVE CAN BE MADE OF THE LETTERS, BUT THIS IS THE ONLY ONE WHICH WILL PRODUCE SENSE, AND THE CRYPTO-GRAMMATIST MUST KEEP ON EXPERIMENTING UNTIL HE DISCOVERS A LOGICAL AND INTELLIGIBLE MESSAGE. HE MAY THEN FEEL REASONABLY SURE THAT HE HAS DECIPHERED THE SYSTEM. LORD BACON INVOLVED THE BILATERAL CIPHER IN MANY DIFFERENT WAYS. THERE, ARE PROBABLY A SCORE OF DIFFERENT SYSTEMS USED IN THE "SHAKESPEARE" FOLIO ALONE, SOME SO INTRICATE THAT THEY MAY FOREVER BAFFLE ALL ATTEMPTS AT THEIR DECIPHERMENT. IN THOSE SUSCEPTIBLE OF SOLUTION, SOMETIMES THE A'S AND B'S HAVE TO BE EXCHANGED; AT OTHER TIMES THE CONCEALED MESSAGE IS WRITTEN BACKWARDS; AGAIN, ONLY EVERY OTHER LETTER IS COUNTED; AND SO ON.
THERE ARE SEVERAL OTHER FORMS OF THE LITERAL CIPHER IN WHICH LETTERS ARE SUBSTITUTED FOR EACH OTHER BY A PREARRANGED SEQUENCE. THE SIMPLEST FORM IS THAT IN WHICH TWO ALPHABETS ARE WRITTEN THUS:
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BY SUBSTITUTING THE LETTERS OF THE LOWER ALPHABET FOR THEIR EQUIVALENTS IN THE UPPER ONE, A MEANINGLESS CONGLOMERATION RESULTS, THE HIDDEN MESSAGE BEING DECODED BY REVERSING THE PROCESS. THERE IS ALSO A FORM OF THE LITERAL CIPHER IN WHICH THE ACTUAL CRYPTOGRAM IS WRITTEN IN THE BODY OF THE DOCUMENT, BUT UNIMPORTANT WORDS ARE INSERTED BETWEEN IMPORTANT ONES ACCORDING TO A PREARRANGED ORDER. THE LITERAL CIPHER ALSO INCLUDES WHAT ARE CALLED ACROSTIC SIGNATURES--THAT IS, WORDS WRITTEN DOWN THE COLUMN BY THE USE OF THE FIRST LETTER OF EACH LINE AND ALSO MORE COMPLICATED ACROSTICS IN WHICH THE IMPORTANT LETTERS ARE SCATTERED THROUGH ENTIRE PARAGRAPHS OR CHAPTERS. THE TWO ACCOMPANYING ALCHEMICAL CRYPTOGRAMS ILLUSTRATE ANOTHER FORM OF THE LITERAL CIPHER INVOLVING THE FIRST LETTER OF EACH WORD. EVERY CRYPTOGRAM BASED UPON THE ARRANGEMENT OR COMBINATION OF THE LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET IS CALLED A LITERAL CIPHER. 
2. THE PICTORIAL CIPHER. ANY PICTURE OR DRAWING WITH OTHER THAN ITS OBVIOUS MEANING MAY BE CONSIDERED A PICTORIAL CRYPTOGRAM. INSTANCES OF PICTORIAL CIPHER ARE FREQUENTLY FOUND IN EGYPTIAN SYMBOLISM AND EARLY RELIGIOUS ART. THE DIAGRAMS OF ALCHEMISTS AND HERMETIC PHILOSOPHERS ARE INVARIABLY PICTORIAL CIPHERS. IN ADDITION TO THE SIMPLE PICTORIAL CIPHER, THERE IS A MORE TECHNICAL FORM IN WHICH WORDS OR LETTERS ARE CONCEALED BY THE NUMBER OF STONES IN A WALL, BY THE SPREAD OF BIRDS' WINGS IN FLIGHT, BY RIPPLES ON THE SURFACE OF WATER, OR BY THE LENGTH AND ORDER OF LINES USED IN SHADING. SUCH CRYPTOGRAMS ARE NOT OBVIOUS, AND MUST BE DECODED WITH THE AID OF AN ARBITRARY MEASURING SCALE, THE LENGTH OF THE LINES DETERMINING THE LETTER OR WORD CONCEALED. THE SHAPE AND PROPORTION OF A BUILDING, THE HEIGHT OF A TOWER, THE NUMBER OF BARS IN A WINDOW, THE FOLDS OF A MAN'S GARMENTS--EVEN THE PROPORTIONS OR ATTITUDE OF THE HUMAN BODY--WERE USED TO CONCEAL DEFINITE FIGURES OR CHARACTERS WHICH COULD BE EXCHANGED FOR LETTERS OR WORDS BY A PERSON ACQUAINTED WITH THE CODE. INITIAL LETTERS OF NAMES WERE SECRETED IN ARCHITECTURAL ARCHES AND SPANS. A NOTABLE EXAMPLE OF THIS PRACTICE IS FOUND ON THE TITLE PAGE OF MONTAIGUE'S ESSAYS, THIRD EDITION, WHERE AN INITIAL B IS FORMED BY TWO ARCHES AND AN F BY A BROKEN ARCH. PICTORIAL CRYPTOGRAMS ARE SOMETIMES ACCOMPANIED BY THE KEY NECESSARY FOR THEIR DECIPHERMENT. A FIGURE MAY POINT TOWARD THE STARTING POINT OF THE CIPHER OR CARRY IN ITS HAND SOME IMPLEMENT DISCLOSING THE SYSTEM OF MEASUREMENT USED. THERE ARE ALSO FREQUENT INSTANCES IN WHICH THE CRYPTOGRAPHER PURPOSELY DISTORTED OR IMPROPERLY CLOTHED SOME FIGURE IN HIS DRAWING BY PLACING THE HAT ON BACKWARDS, THE SWORD ON THE WRONG SIDE, OR THE SHIELD ON THE WRONG ARM, OR BY EMPLOYING SOME SIMILAR ARTIFICE. THE MUCH-DISCUSSED FIFTH FINGER ON THE POPE'S HAND IN RAPHAEL'S SISTINE MADONNA AND THE SIXTH TOE ON JOSEPH'S FOOT IN THE SAME ARTIST'S MARRIAGE OF THE VIRGIN ARE CUNNINGLY CONCEALED CRYPTOGRAMS.
3. THE ACROAMATIC CIPHER. THE RELIGIOUS AND PHILOSOPHICAL WRITINGS OF ALL NATIONS ABOUND WITH ACROAMATIC CRYPTOGRAMS, THAT IS, PARABLES AND ALLEGORIES. THE ACROAMATIC IS UNIQUE IN THAT THE DOCUMENT CONTAINING IT MAY BE TRANSLATED OR REPRINTED WITHOUT AFFECTING THE CRYPTOGRAM. PARABLES AND ALLEGORIES HAVE BEEN USED SINCE REMOTE ANTIQUITY TO PRESENT MORAL TRUTHS IN AN ATTRACTIVE AND UNDERSTANDABLE MANNER. THE ACROAMATIC CRYPTOGRAM IS A PICTORIAL CIPHER DRAWN IN WORDS AND ITS SYMBOLISM MUST BE SO INTERPRETED. THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS OF THE JEWS, THE WRITINGS OF PLATO AND ARISTOTLE, HOMER'S ODYSSEY AND ILIAD, VIRGIL'S ÆNEID, THE METAMORPHOSIS OF APULEIUS, AND ÆSOP'S FABLES ARE OUTSTANDING EXAMPLES OF ACROAMATIC CRYPTOGRAPHY IN WHICH ARE CONCEALED THE DEEPEST AND MOST SUBLIME TRUTHS OF ANCIENT MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHY. THE ACROAMATIC CIPHER IS THE MOST SUBTLE OF ALL, FOR THE PARABLE OR ALLEGORY IS SUSCEPTIBLE OF SEVERAL INTERPRETATIONS. BIBLE STUDENTS FOR CENTURIES HAVE BEEN CONFRONTED BY THIS DIFFICULTLY. THEY ARE SATISFIED WITH THE MORAL INTERPRETATION OF THE PARABLE AND FORGET THAT EACH PARABLE AND ALLEGORY IS CAPABLE OF SEVEN INTERPRETATIONS, OF WHICH THE SEVENTH--THE HIGHEST--IS COMPLETE AND ALL-INCLUSIVE, WHEREAS THE OTHER SIX (AND LESSER) INTERPRETATIONS ARE FRAGMENTARY, REVEALING BUT PART OF THE MYSTERY. THE CREATION MYTHS OF THE WORLD ARE ACROAMATIC CRYPTOGRAMS, AND THE DEITIES OF THE VARIOUS PANTHEONS ARE ONLY CRYPTIC CHARACTERS WHICH, IF PROPERLY UNDERSTOOD, BECOME THE CONSTITUENTS OF A DIVINE ALPHABET. THE INITIATED FEW COMPREHEND THE TRUE NATURE OF THIS ALPHABET, BUT THE UNINITIATED MANY WORSHIP THE LETTERS OF IT AS GODS.
[image: AN ALCHEMICAL CRYPTOGRAM.]
AN ALCHEMICAL CRYPTOGRAM.
JAMES CAMPBELL BROWN REPRINTS A CURIOUS CIPHER FROM KIRCHER. THE CAPITAL LETTERS OF THE SEVEN WORDS IN THE OUTER CIRCLE READ CLOCKWISE, FORM THE WORD SVLPHVR. FROM THE WORDS IN THE SECOND CIRCLE, WHEN READ IN A SIMILAR MANNER, IS DERIVED FIXVM. THE CAPITALS OF THE SIX WORDS IN THE INNER CIRCLE, WHEN PROPERLY ARRANGED, ALSO READ ESTSOL. THE FOLLOWING CIPHER IS THUS EXTRACTED: "SULPHUR FIXUM EST SOL," WHICH WHEN TRANSLATED IS: "FIXED SULPHUR IS GOLD."
[image: AN ALCHEMICAL CRYPTOGRAM.]
AN ALCHEMICAL CRYPTOGRAM.
BEGINNING WITH THE WORD VISITA AND READING CLOCKWISE, THE SEVEN INITIAL LETTERS OF THE SEVEN WORDS INSCRIBED IN THE OUTER CIRCLE READ: VITRIOL. THIS IS A VERY SIMPLE ALCHEMICAL ENIGMA, BUT IS A REMINDER THAT THOSE STUDYING WORKS ON HERMETICISM, ROSICRUCIANISM, ALCHEMY, AND FREEMASONRY SHOULD ALWAYS BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR CONCEALED MEANINGS HIDDEN EITHER IN PARABLES AND ALLEGORIES OR IN CRYPTIC ARRANGEMENTS OF NUMBERS, LETTERS, AND WORDS.
[image: A CRYPTIC DEPICTION OF DIVINE AND NATURAL JUSTICE.]
A CRYPTIC DEPICTION OF DIVINE AND NATURAL JUSTICE.
THE FIRST CIRCLE PORTRAYS THE DIVINE ANTECEDENTS OF JUSTICE, THE SECOND THE UNIVERSAL SCOPE OF JUSTICE, AND THE THIRD THE RESULTS OF HUMAN APPLICATION OF JUSTICE. HENCE, THE FIRST CIRCLE DEALS WITH DIVINE PRINCIPLES, THE SECOND CIRCLE WITH MUNDANE AFFAIRS, AND THE THIRD CIRCLE WITH MAN. ON THE AT THE TOP OF THE PICTURE SITS THEMIS, THE PRESIDING SPIRIT OF LAW, AND AT HER FEET THREE OTHER QUEENS--JUNO, MINERVA, AND VENUS--THEIR ROBES ORNAMENTED WITH GEOMETRIC FIGURES. THE AXIS OF LAW CONNECTS THE THRONE, OF DIVINE JUSTICE ABOVE WITH THE THRONE OF HUMAN JUDGMENT AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PICTURE. UPON THE LATTER THRONE IS SEATED A QUEEN WITH A SCEPTER IN HER HAND, BEFORE WHOM STANDS THE WINGED GODDESS NEMESIS--THE ANGEL OF JUDGMENT. THE SECOND CIRCLE IS DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS BY TWO SETS OF TWO HORIZONTAL LINES. THE UPPER AND LIGHT SECTION IS CALLED THE SUPREME REGION AND IS THE ABODE OF THE GODS, THE GOOD SPIRITS, AND THE HEROES. THE LOWER AND DARK SECTION IS THE ABODE OF [SEXUAL] LUST, SIN, AND IGNORANCE. BETWEEN THESE TWO EXTREMES IS THE LARGER SECTION IN WHICH ARE BLENDED THE POWERS AND IMPULSES OF BOTH THE SUPERIOR AND THE INFERIOR REGIONS. IN THE THIRD OR INNER CIRCLE IS MAN, A TENFOLD CREATURE, CONSISTING OF NINE PARTS--THREE OF SPIRIT, THREE OF INTELLECT, AND THREE OF SOUL--ENCLOSED WITHIN ONE CONSTITUTION. ACCORDING TO SELENUS, MAN'S THREE SPIRITUAL QUALITIES ARE THOUGHT, SPEECH, AND ACTION; HIS THREE INTELLECTUAL QUALITIES ARE MEMORY, INTELLIGENCE, AND WILL; AND HIS THREE QUALITIES OF SOUL ARE UNDERSTANDING, COURAGE, AND [SEXLESS] DESIRE. THE THIRD CIRCLE IS FURTHER DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS CALLED AGES: THE GOLDEN AGE OF SPIRITUAL TRUTH IN THE UPPER RIGHT SECTION, THE IRON AGE OF SPIRITUAL DARKNESS IN THE LOWER RIGHT SECTION AND THE BRONZE AGE--A COMPOSITE OF THE TWO OCCUPYING THE ENTIRE LEFT HALF OF THE INNER CIRCLE AND ITSELF DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS. THE LOWEST DIVISION OF THE BRONZE AGE DEPICTS IGNORANT MAN CONTROLLED BY FORCE, THE CENTRAL THE PARTLY AWAKENED MAN CONTROLLED BY JURISPRUDENCE, AND THE UPPER THE SPIRITUALLY ILLUMINATED MAN CONTROLLED BY [SEXLESS] LOVE. BOTH THE SECOND AND THIRD CIRCLES REVOLVE UPON THE AXIS OF LAW, BUT THE DIVINE SOURCE, OF LAW--HEAVENLY JUSTICE--IS CONCEALED BY CLOUDS. ALL OF THE SYMBOLS AND FIGURES ORNAMENTING THE PLATE ARE DEVOTED TO A DETAILED AMPLIFICATION OF THE PRINCIPLES HERE OUTLINED. 
4. THE NUMERICAL CIPHER. MANY CRYPTOGRAMS HAVE BEEN PRODUCED IN WHICH NUMBERS IN VARIOUS SEQUENCES ARE SUBSTITUTED FOR LETTERS, WORDS, OR EVEN COMPLETE THOUGHTS. THE READING OF NUMERICAL CIPHERS USUALLY DEPENDS UPON THE POSSESSION OF SPECIALLY ARRANGED TABLES OF CORRESPONDENCES. THE NUMERICAL CRYPTOGRAMS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT ARE SO COMPLICATED THAT ONLY A FEW SCHOLARS VERSED IN RABBINICAL LORE HAVE EVER SOUGHT TO UNRAVEL THEIR MYSTERIES. IN HIS ŒDIPUS Æ
5. THE MUSICAL CIPHER. JOHN WILKINS, AFTERWARDS BISHOP OF CHESTER, IN 1641 CIRCULATED AN ANONYMOUS ESSAY ENTITLED MERCURY, OR THE SECRET AND SWIFT MESSENGER. IN THIS LITTLE VOLUME, WHICH WAS LARGELY DERIVED FROM THE MORE VOLUMINOUS TREATISES OF TRITHEMIUS AND SELENUS, THE AUTHOR SETS FORTH A METHOD WHEREBY MUSICIANS CAN CONVERSE WITH EACH OTHER BY SUBSTITUTING MUSICAL NOTES FOR THE LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET. TWO PERSONS UNDERSTANDING THE CODE COULD CONVERSE WITH EACH OTHER BY MERELY PLAYING CERTAIN NOTES UPON A PIANO OR OTHER INSTRUMENT. MUSICAL CRYPTOGRAMS CAN BE INVOLVED TO AN INCONCEIVABLE POINT; BY CERTAIN SYSTEMS IT IS POSSIBLE TO TAKE AN ALREADY EXISTING MUSICAL THEME AND CONCEAL IN IT A CRYPTOGRAM WITHOUT ACTUALLY CHANGING THE COMPOSITION IN ANY WAY. THE PENNANTS UPON THE NOTES MAY CONCEAL THE CIPHER, OR THE ACTUAL SOUNDS OF THE NOTES MAY BE EXCHANGED FOR SYLLABLES OF SIMILAR SOUND. THIS LATTER METHOD IS EFFECTIVE BUT ITS SCOPE IS SOMEWHAT LIMITED. SEVERAL MUSICAL COMPOSITIONS BY SIR FRANCIS BACON ARE STILL IN EXISTENCE. AN EXAMINATION OF THEM MIGHT REVEAL MUSICAL CRYPTOGRAMS, FOR IT IS QUITE CERTAIN THAT LORD BACON WAS WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THE MANNER OF THEIR CONSTRUCTION.
6. THE ARBITRARY CIPHER. THE SYSTEM OF EXCHANGING LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET FOR HIEROGLYPHIC FIGURES IS TOO EASILY DECODED TO BE POPULAR. ALBERT: PIKE DESCRIBES AN ARBITRARY CIPHER BASED UPON THE VARIOUS PARTS OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS' CROSS, EACH ANGLE REPRESENTING A LETTER. THE MANY CURIOUS ALPHABETS THAT HAVE BEEN DEVISED ARE RENDERED WORTHLESS, HOWEVER, BY THE TABLE OF RECURRENCE. ACCORDING TO EDGAR ALLAN POE, A GREAT CRYPTO-GRAMMATIST, THE MOST COMMON LETTER OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE IS E, THE OTHER LETTERS IN THEIR ORDER OF FREQUENCY ARE AS FOLLOWS: A, O, I, D, H, N, R, S, T, V, Y, C, F, Q, L, M, W, B, K, P, Q, X, Z. OTHER AUTHORITIES DECLARE THE TABLE OF FREQUENCY TO BE: E, T, A, O, N, I, R, S, H, D, L, C, W, U, M, F, Y, G, P, B, V, K, X, Q, J, Z. BY MERELY COUNTING THE NUMBER OF TIMES EACH CHARACTER APPEARS IN THE MESSAGE, THE LAW OF RECURRENCE DISCLOSES THE ENGLISH LETTER FOR WHICH THE ARBITRARY CHARACTER STANDS. FURTHER HELP IS ALSO RENDERED BY THE FACT THAT IF THE CRYPTOGRAM BE SPLIT UP INTO WORDS THERE ARE ONLY THREE SINGLE LETTERS WHICH MAY FORM WORDS: A, I, O. THUS, ANY SINGLE CHARACTER SET OFF FROM THE REST OF THE TEXT MUST BE ONE OF THESE THREE LETTERS. FOR DETAILS OF THIS SYSTEM SEE THE GOLD BUG, BY EDGAR ALLAN POE. TO RENDER MORE DIFFICULT THE DECODING OF ARBITRARY CIPHERS, HOWEVER, THE CHARACTERS ARE SELDOM BROKEN UP INTO WORDS, AND, FURTHER, THE TABLE OF RECURRENCE IS PARTLY NULLIFIED BY ASSIGNING TWO OR MORE DIFFERENT CHARACTERS TO EACH LETTER, THEREBY MAKING IT IMPOSSIBLE TO ESTIMATE ACCURATELY THE FREQUENCY OF RECURRENCE. THEREFORE, THE GREATER THE NUMBER OF ARBITRARY CHARACTERS USED TO REPRESENT ANY SINGLE LETTER OF THE ALPHABET, THE MORE DIFFICULT IT IS TO DECIPHER AN ARBITRARY CRYPTOGRAM. THE SECRET ALPHABETS OF THE ANCIENTS ARE COMPARATIVELY EASY TO DECODE, THE ONLY REQUISITES BEING A TABLE OF FREQUENCY, A KNOWLEDGE OF THE LANGUAGE IN WHICH THE CRYPTOGRAM WAS ORIGINALLY WRITTEN, A MODERATE AMOUNT OF PATIENCE, AND A LITTLE INGENUITY.
7. THE CODE CIPHER. THE MOST MODEM FORM OF CRYPTOGRAM IS THE CODE SYSTEM. ITS MOST FAMILIAR FORM IS THE MORSE CODE FOR USE IN TELEGRAPHIC AND WIRELESS COMMUNICATION. THIS FORM OF CIPHER MAY BE COMPLICATED SOMEWHAT BY EMBODYING DOTS AND DASHES INTO A DOCUMENT IN WHICH PERIODS AND COLONS ARE DOTS, WHILE COMMAS AND SEMICOLONS ARE DASHES. THERE ARE ALSO CODES USED BY THE BUSINESS WORLD WHICH CAN BE SOLVED ONLY BY THE USE OF A PRIVATE CODE BOOK. BECAUSE THEY FURNISH AN ECONOMICAL AND EFFICIENT METHOD OF TRANSMITTING CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION, THE USE OF SUCH CODES IS FAR MORE PREVALENT THAN THE AVERAGE PERSON HAS ANY SUSPICION. IN ADDITION TO THE FOREGOING CLASSIFICATIONS THERE ARE A NUMBER OF MISCELLANEOUS SYSTEMS OF SECRET WRITING, SOME EMPLOYING MECHANICAL DEVICES, OTHERS COLORS. A FEW MAKE USE OF SUNDRY MISCELLANEOUS OBJECTS TO REPRESENT WORDS AND EVEN COMPLETE THOUGHTS. BUT AS THESE MORE ELABORATE DEVICES WERE SELDOM EMPLOYED BY THE ANCIENTS OR BY THE MEDIAEVAL PHILOSOPHERS AND ALCHEMISTS, THEY HAVE NO DIRECT BEARING UPON RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY. THE MYSTICS OF THE MIDDLE AGES, BORROWING THE TERMINOLOGY OF THE VARIOUS ARTS AND SCIENCES, EVOLVED A SYSTEM OF CRYPTOGRAPHY WHICH CONCEALED THE SECRETS OF THE HUMAN SOUL UNDER TERMS GENERALLY APPLIED TO CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY, ASTRONOMY, BOTANY, AND PHYSIOLOGY. CIPHERS OF THIS NATURE CAN ONLY BE DECODED BY INDIVIDUALS VERSED IN THE DEEP PHILOSOPHIC PRINCIPLES UPON WHICH THESE MEDIAEVAL MYSTICS BASED THEIR THEORIES OF LIFE. MUCH INFORMATION RELATING TO THE INVISIBLE NATURE OF MAN IS CONCEALED UNDER WHAT SEEM TO BE CHEMICAL EXPERIMENTS OR SCIENTIFIC SPECULATIONS. EVERY STUDENT OF SYMBOLISM AND PHILOSOPHY, THEREFORE, SHOULD BE REASONABLY WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THE UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES OF CRYPTOGRAPHY; IN ADDITION TO SERVING HIM WELL IN HIS RESEARCHES, THIS ART FURNISHES A FASCINATING METHOD OF DEVELOPING THE ACUTENESS OF THE MENTAL FACULTIES. DISCRIMINATION AND OBSERVATION ARE INDISPENSABLE TO THE SEEKER AFTER KNOWLEDGE, AND NO STUDY IS EQUAL TO CRYPTOGRAPHY AS A MEANS OF STIMULATING THESE POWERS.
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QABBALISTIC AND MAGIC ALPHABETS.
CURIOUS ALPHABETS WERE INVENTED BY THE EARLY AND MEDIAEVAL PHILOSOPHERS TO CONCEAL THEIR DOCTRINES AND TENETS FROM THE PROFANE. SOME OF THESE ALPHABETS ARE STILL USED TO A LIMITED EXTENT IN THE HIGHER DEGREES OF FREEMASONRY. PROBABLY THE MOST FAMOUS IS THE ANGELIC WRITING, TERMED IN THE ABOVE PLATE "THE WRITING CALLED MALACHIM." ITS FIGURES ARE SUPPOSEDLY DERIVED FROM THE CONSTELLATIONS. ADVANCED STUDENTS OF OCCULT PHILOSOPHY WILL COME UPON MANY VALUABLE DOCUMENTS IN WHICH THESE FIGURES ARE USED. UNDER EACH LETTER OF THE FIRST ALPHABET ABOVE IS ITS EQUIVALENT IN ENGLISH. ABOVE EACH LETTER OF THE OTHER THREE ALPHABETS IS ITS HEBREW LETTER EQUIVALENT.
FREEMASONIC SYMBOLISM
IN SEVERAL EARLY MASONIC MANUSCRIPTS--FOR EXAMPLE, THE HARLEIAN, SLOANE, LANSDOWNE, AND EDINBURGH-KILWINNING--IT IS STATED THAT THE CRAFT OF INITIATED BUILDERS EXISTED BEFORE THE DELUGE, AND THAT ITS MEMBERS WERE EMPLOYED IN THE BUILDING OF THE TOWER OF BABEL. A MASONIC CONSTITUTION DATED 1701 GIVES THE FOLLOWING NAIVE ACCOUNT OF THE ORIGIN OF THE SCIENCES, ARTS, AND CRAFTS FROM WHICH THE MAJOR PART OF MASONIC SYMBOLISM IS DERIVED:
"HOW THIS WORTHY SCIENCE WAS FIRST BEGUNNE, I SHALL TELL. BEFORE NOAH'S FLOOD, THERE WAS A MAN CALLED LAMECK AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE 4 CHAP. OF GEN.: AND THIS LAMECK HAD TWO WIVES. THE ONE WAS CALLED ADAH, AND THE OTHER ZILLAH; BY THE FIRST WIFE ADAH HE GOTT TWO SONS, THE ONE CALLED JABALL, AND THE OTHER JUBALL, AND BY THE OTHER WIFE ZILLAH HE GOT A SON AND DAUGHTER, AND THE FOUR CHILDREN FOUND THE BEGINNING OF ALL CRAFTS IN THE WORLD. THIS JABALL WAS THE ELDER SON, AND HE FOUND THE CRAFT OF GEOMETRIC, AND HE PARTED FLOCKS, AS OF SHEEP AND LAMBS IN THE FIELDS, AND FIRST WROUGHT HOUSES OF STONE AND TREE, AS IT IS NOTED IN THE CHAP, AFORESAID, AND HIS BROTHER JUBALL FOUND THE CRAFTE OF MUSICK, OF SONGS, ORGANS AND HARP. THE THIRD BROTHER [TUBAL-CAIN] FOUND OUT SMITH'S CRAFT TO WORK IRON AND STEEL, AND THEIR SISTER NAAMAH FOUND OUT THE ART OF WEAVING. THESE CHILDREN DID KNOW THATT GOD WOULD TAKE VENGEANCE FOR SINNE, EITHER BY FIRE OR WATER, WHEREFOR THEY WROTE THESE SCIENCES WHICH THEY HAD FOUND IN TWO PILLARS OF STONE, THATT THEY MIGHT BE FOUND AFTER THE FLOOD. THE ONE STONE WAS CALLED MARBELL--CANNOTT BURN WITH FIRE, AND THE OTHER WAS CALLED LATURUS [BRASS?], THATT CANNOTT DROWN IN THE WATER." THE AUTHOR OF THIS CONSTITUTION THERE UPON DECLARES THAT ONE OF THESE PILLARS WAS LATER DISCOVERED BY HERMES, WHO COMMUNICATED TO MANKIND THE SECRETS THEREON INSCRIBED. IN HIS ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, JOSEPHUS WRITES THAT ADAM HAD FOREWARNED HIS DESCENDANTS THAT [TEMPTING] SINFUL HUMANITY WOULD BE DESTROYED BY A DELUGE. IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THEIR SCIENCE AND PHILOSOPHY, THE CHILDREN OF SETH THERE FORE RAISED TWO PILLARS, ONE OF BRICK AND THE OTHER OF STONE, ON WHICH WERE INSCRIBED THE KEYS TO THEIR KNOWLEDGE. THE PATRIARCH ENOCH--WHOSE NAME MEANS THE INITIATOR--IS EVIDENTLY A PERSONIFICATION OF THE SUN, SINCE HE LIVED 365 YEARS. HE ALSO CONSTRUCTED AN UNDERGROUND TEMPLE CONSISTING OF NINE VAULTS, ONE BENEATH THE OTHER, PLACING IN THE DEEPEST VAULT A TRIANGULAR TABLET OF GOLD BEARING UPON IT THE ABSOLUTE AND INEFFABLE NAME OF DEITY. ACCORDING TO SOME ACCOUNTS, ENOCH MADE TWO GOLDEN DELTAS. THE LARGER HE PLACED UPON THE WHITE CUBICAL ALTAR IN THE LOWEST VAULT AND THE SMALLER HE GAVE INTO THE KEEPING OF HIS SON, METHUSELEH, WHO DID THE ACTUAL CONSTRUCTION WORK OF THE BRICK CHAMBERS ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN REVEALED TO HIS FATHER BY THE MOST-HIGH. IN THE FORM AND ARRANGEMENT OF THESE VAULTS ENOCH EPITOMIZED THE NINE SPHERES OF THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES AND THE NINE SACRED STRATA OF THE EARTH THROUGH WHICH THE INITIATE MUST PASS TO REACH THE FLAMING SPIRIT DWELLING IN ITS CENTRAL CORE. ACCORDING TO FREEMASONIC SYMBOLISM, ENOCH, FEARING THAT ALL KNOWLEDGE OF THE SACRED MYSTERIES WOULD BE LOST AT THE TIME OF THE DELUGE, ERECTED THE TWO COLUMNS MENTIONED IN THE QUOTATION. UPON THE METAL COLUMN IN APPROPRIATE ALLEGORICAL SYMBOLS HE ENGRAVED THE SECRET REACHING AND UPON THE MARBLE COLUMN PLACED AN INSCRIPTION STATING THAT A SHORT DISTANCE AWAY A PRICELESS TREASURE WOULD BE DISCOVERED IN A SUBTERRANEAN VAULT. AFTER HAVING THUS FAITHFULLY COMPLETED HIS LABORS, ENOCH WAS TRANSLATED FROM THE BROW OF MOUNT MORIAH. IN TIME THE LOCATION OF THE SECRET VAULTS WAS LOST, BUT AFTER THE LAPSE OF AGES THERE CAME ANOTHER BUILDER--AN INITIATE AFTER THE ORDER OF ENOCH--AND HE, WHILE LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS FOR ANOTHER TEMPLE TO THE GREAT ARCHITECT OF THE UNIVERSE, DISCOVERED THE LONG-LOST VAULTS AND THE SECRETS CONTAINED WITHIN. JOHN LEYLANDE WAS APPOINTED BY KING HENRY VIII TO GO THROUGH THE ARCHIVES OF THE VARIOUS RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS DISSOLVED BY THE KING AND REMOVE FOR PRESERVATION ANY BOOKS OR MANUSCRIPTS OF AN IMPORTANT CHARACTER. AMONG THE DOCUMENTS COPIED BY LEYLANDE WAS A SERIES OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CONCERNING THE MYSTERY OF MASONRY WRITTEN BY KING HENRY VI. IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION, "HOW CAME MASONRY INTO ENGLAND?" THE DOCUMENT STATES THAT PETER GOWER, A GRECIAN, TRAVELED FOR KNOWLEDGE IN EGYPT, SYRIA, AND EVERY LAND WHERE THE PHOENICIANS HAD PLANTED MASONRY; WINNING ENTRANCE IN ALL LODGES OF MASONS, HE LEARNED MUCH, AND RETURNING, DWELT IN GREATER GREECE. HE BECAME RENOWNED FOR HIS WISDOM, FORMED A GREAT LODGE AT GROTON, AND MADE MANY MASONS, SOME OF WHOM JOURNEYED IN FRANCE, SPREADING MASONRY THERE; FROM FRANCE IN THE COURSE OF TIME THE ORDER PASSED INTO ENGLAND. TO EVEN THE SUPERFICIAL STUDENT OF THE SUBJECT IT MUST BE EVIDENT THAT THE NAME OF PETER GOWER, THE GRECIAN, IS MERELY AN ANGLICIZED FORM OF PYTHAGORAS; CONSEQUENTLY GROTON, WHERE HE FORMED HIS LODGE, IS EASILY IDENTIFIED WITH CROTONA. A LINK IS THUS ESTABLISHED BETWEEN THE PHILOSOPHIC MYSTERIES OF GREECE AND MEDIAEVAL FREEMASONRY. IN HIS NOTES ON KING HENRY'S QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, WILLIAM PRESTON ENLARGES UPON THE VOW OF SECRECY AS IT WAS PRACTICED BY THE ANCIENT INITIATES. ON THE AUTHORITY OF PLINY, HE DESCRIBES HOW ANAXARCHUS, HAVING BEEN IMPRISONED IN ORDER TO EXTORT FROM HIM SOME OF THE SECRETS WITH WHICH HE HAD BEEN ENTRUSTED, BIT OUT HIS OWN TONGUE AND THREW IT IN THE FACE OF NICOCREON, THE TYRANT OF CYPRUS. PRESTON ADDS THAT THE ATHENIANS REVERED A BRAZEN STATUE THAT WAS REPRESENTED WITHOUT A TONGUE TO DENOTE THE SANCTITY WITH WHICH THEY REGARDED THEIR OATH-BOUND SECRETS. IT IS ALSO NOTEWORTHY THAT, ACCORDING TO KING HENRY'S MANUSCRIPT, MASONRY HAD ITS ORIGIN IN THE EAST AND WAS THE CARRIER OF THE ARTS AND SCIENCES OF CIVILIZATION TO THE PRIMITIVE HUMANITY OF THE WESTERN NATIONS. CONSPICUOUS AMONG THE SYMBOLS OF FREEMASONRY ARE THE SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES. BY GRAMMAR, MAN IS TAUGHT TO EXPRESS IN NOBLE AND ADEQUATE LANGUAGE HIS INNERMOST THOUGHTS AND IDEALS; BY RHETORIC HE IS ENABLED TO CONCEAL HIS IDEALS UNDER THE PROTECTING COVER OF AMBIGUOUS LANGUAGE AND FIGURES OF SPEECH; BY LOGIC HE IS TRAINED---
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THE MYSTERY OF THE MACROCOSM.
SUMMARIZING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE HUMAN BODY AND THE THEORY OF ARCHITECTONICS, VITRUVIUS WRITES: "SINCE NATURE HAS DESIGNED THE HUMAN BODY SO THAT ITS MEMBERS ARE DULY PROPORTIONED TO THE FRAME AS A WHOLE, IT APPEARS THAT THE ANCIENTS HAD GOOD REASON FOR THEIR RULE, THAT IN PERFECT BUILDING THE DIFFERENT MEMBERS MUST BE IN EXACT SYMMETRICAL RELATIONS TO THE WHOLE GENERAL SCHEME. HENCE, WHILE TRANSMITTING TO US THE PROPER ARRANGEMENTS FOR BUILDINGS OF ALL KINDS, THEY WERE PARTICULARLY CAREFUL TO DO SO IN THE CASE OF TEMPLES OF THE GODS, BUILDINGS IN WHICH MERITS AND FAULTS USUALLY LAST FOREVER. THEREFORE, IF IT IS AGREED THAT NUMBER WAS FOUND OUT FROM THE HUMAN FINGERS, AND THAT THERE IS A SYMMETRICAL CORRESPONDENT BETWEEN THE MEMBERS SEPARATELY AND THE ENTIRE FORM OF THE BODY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH A CERTAIN PART SELECTED AS STANDARD, WE CAN HAVE NOTHING BUT RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO, IN CONSTRUCTING TEMPLES OF THE IMMORTAL GODS, HAVE SO ARRANGED THE MEMBERS OF THE WORKS THAT BOTH THE SEPARATE PARTS AND THE WHOLE DESIGN MAY HARMONIZE IN THEIR PROPORTIONS AND SYMMETRY." (THE TEN BOOKS ON ARCHITECTURE) BY SOME IT IS BELIEVED THAT ST. PAUL WAS INITIATED INTO THE DIONYSIAC MYSTERIES, FOR IN THE TENTH VERSE OF THE THIRD CHAPTER OF FIRST CORINTHIANS HE CALLS HIMSELF A "MASTER-BUILDER" OR ADEPT: "ACCORDING TO THE GRACE OF GOD WHICH IS GIVEN INTO ME, AS A WISE MASTER-BUILDER, I HAVE LAID THE FOUNDATION AND ANOTHER BUILDETH THEREON. " AS SURVIVALS OF THE ANCIENT DIONYSIAC RITES, THE TWO DIAGRAMS OF CESARIANO, ACCOMPANYING THIS CHAPTER ARE OF INCALCULABLE VALUE TO THE MODERN MYSTIC ARCHITECT. IN THE ORGANIZATION OF THE INTELLECTUAL FACULTIES WITH WHICH HE HAS BEEN ENDOWED; BY ARITHMETIC HE NOT ONLY IS INSTRUCTED IN THE MYSTERY OF UNIVERSAL ORDER BUT ALSO GAINS THE KEY TO MULTITUDE, MAGNITUDE, AND PROPORTION; BY GEOMETRY HE IS INDUCTED INTO THE MATHEMATICS OF FORM, THE HARMONY AND RHYTHM OF ANGLES, AND THE PHILOSOPHY OF ORGANIZATION; BY MUSIC HE IS REMINDED THAT THE UNIVERSE IS FOUNDED UPON THE LAWS OF CELESTIAL HARMONICS AND THAT HARMONY AND RHYTHM ARE ALL-PERVADING; BY ASTRONOMY HE GAINS AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE IMMENSITIES OF TIME AND SPACE, OF THE PROPER RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HIMSELF AND THE UNIVERSE, AND OF THE AWESOMENESS OF THAT UNKNOWN POWER WHICH IS DRIVING THE COUNTLESS STARS OF THE FIRMAMENT THROUGH ILLIMITABLE SPACE. EQUIPPED WITH THE KNOWLEDGE CONFERRED BY FAMILIARITY WITH THE LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES, THE STUDIOUS FREEMASON THEREFORE FINDS HIMSELF CONFRONTED BY FEW PROBLEMS WITH WHICH HE CANNOT COPE. 
THE DIONYSIAC ARCHITECTS
THE MOST CELEBRATED OF THE ANCIENT FRATERNITIES OF ARTISANS WAS THAT OF THE DIONYSIAC ARCHITECTS. THIS ORGANIZATION WAS COMPOSED EXCLUSIVELY OF INITIATES OF THE BACCHUS-DIONYSOS CULT AND WAS PECULIARLY CONSECRATED TO THE SCIENCE OF BUILDING AND THE ART OF DECORATION. ACCLAIMED AS BEING THE CUSTODIANS OF A SECRET AND SACRED KNOWLEDGE OF ARCHITECTONICS, ITS MEMBERS WERE ENTRUSTED WITH THE DESIGN AND ERECTION OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND MONUMENTS. THE SUPERLATIVE EXCELLENCE OF THEIR HANDIWORK ELEVATED THE MEMBERS OF THE GUILD TO A POSITION OF SURPASSING DIGNITY; THEY WERE REGARDED AS THE MASTER CRAFTSMEN OF THE EARTH. BECAUSE OF THE FIRST DANCES HELD IN HONOR OF DIONYSOS, HE WAS CONSIDERED THE FOUNDER AND PATRON OF THE THEATER, AND THE DIONYSIANS SPECIALIZED IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS ADAPTED FOR THE PRESENTATION OF DRAMATIC PERFORMANCES. IN THE CIRCULAR OR SEMICIRCULAR ORCHESTRA, THEY INVARIABLY ERECTED AN ALTAR TO ÆSCHYLUS, THE FAMOUS GREEK POET, THAT WHILE APPEARING IN ONE OF HIS OWN PLAYS HE WAS SUSPECTED BY A MOB OF ANGRY SPECTATORS OF REVEALING ONE OF THE PROFOUND SECRETS OF THE MYSTERIES AND WAS FORCED TO SEEK REFUGE AT THE ALTAR OF DIONYSOS. SO CAREFULLY DID THE DIONYSIAC ARCHITECTS SAFEGUARD THE SECRETS OF THEIR CRAFT THAT ONLY FRAGMENTARY RECORDS EXIST OF THEIR ESOTERIC TEACHINGS. JOHN A. WEISSE THUS SUMS UP THE MEAGER DATA AVAILABLE CONCERNING THE ORDER: "THEY MADE THEIR APPEARANCE CERTAINLY NOT LATER THAN 1000 B.C., AND APPEAR TO HAVE ENJOYED PARTICULAR PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES. THEY ALSO POSSESSED SECRET MEANS OF RECOGNITION, AND WERE BOUND TOGETHER BY SPECIAL TIES ONLY KNOWN TO THEMSELVES. THE RICHER OF THIS FRATERNITY WERE BOUND TO PROVIDE FOR THEIR POORER BRETHREN. THEY WERE DIVIDED INTO COMMUNITIES, GOVERNED BY A MASTER AND WARDENS, AND CALLED ΓΥΝΟΙΚΙΑΙ (CONNECTED HOUSES). THEY HELD A GRAND FESTIVAL ANNUALLY, AND WERE HELD IN HIGH ESTEEM. THEIR CEREMONIALS WERE REGARDED AS SACRED. IT HAS BEEN CLAIMED THAT SOLOMON, AT THE INSTANCE OF HIRAM, KING OF TYRE, EMPLOYED THEM AT HIS TEMPLE AND PALACES. THEY WERE ALSO EMPLOYED AT THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE OF DIANA AT EPHESUS. THEY HAD MEANS OF INTERCOMMUNICATION ALL OVER THE THEN KNOWN WORLD, AND FROM THEM, DOUBTLESS, SPRANG THE GUILDS OF THE TRAVELING MASONS KNOWN IN THE MIDDLE AGES." (THE OBELISK AND FREEMASONRY.) THE FRATERNITY OF THE DIONYSIAC ARCHITECTS SPREAD THROUGHOUT ALL OF ASIA MINOR, EVEN REACHING EGYPT AND INDIA. THEY ESTABLISHED THEMSELVES IN NEARLY ALL THE COUNTRIES BORDERING ON THE MEDITERRANEAN, AND WITH THE RISE OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE FOUND THEIR WAY INTO CENTRAL EUROPE AND EVEN INTO ENGLAND. THE MOST STATELY AND ENDURING BUILDINGS IN CONSTANTINOPLE, RHODES, ATHENS, AND ROME WERE ERECTED BY THESE INSPIRED CRAFTSMEN. ONE OF THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS OF THEIR NUMBER WAS VITRUVIUS, THE GREAT ARCHITECT, RENOWNED AS THE AUTHOR OF DE ARCHITECTURA LIBRI DECEM. IN THE VARIOUS SECTIONS OF HIS BOOK VITRUVIUS GIVES SEVERAL HINTS AS TO THE PHILOSOPHY UNDERLYING THE DIONYSIAC CONCEPT OF THE PRINCIPLE OF SYMMETRY APPLIED TO THE SCIENCE OF ARCHITECTURE, AS DERIVED FROM A CONSIDERATION OF THE PROPORTIONS ESTABLISHED BY NATURE BETWEEN THE PARTS AND MEMBERS OF THE HUMAN BODY. THE FOLLOWING EXTRACT FROM VITRUVIUS ON THE SUBJECT OF SYMMETRY IS REPRESENTATIVE: "THE DESIGN OF A TEMPLE DEPENDS ON SYMMETRY, THE PRINCIPLES OF WHICH MUST BE MOST CAREFULLY OBSERVED BY THE ARCHITECT. THEY ARE DUE TO PROPORTION, IN ἀΝΑΛΟΓΊΑ. PROPORTION IS A CORRESPONDENCE AMONG THE MEASURES OF THE MEMBERS OF AN ENTIRE WORK, AND OF THE WHOLE TO A CERTAIN PART SELECTED AS STANDARD. FROM THIS RESULT THE PRINCIPLES OF SYMMETRY. WITHOUT SYMMETRY AND PROPORTION THERE CAN BE NO PRINCIPLES IN THE DESIGN OF ANY TEMPLE; THAT IS, IF THERE IS NO PRECISE RELATION BETWEEN ITS MEMBERS, AS IN THE CASE OF THOSE OF A WELL SHAPED MAN. FOR THE HUMAN BODY IS SO DESIGNED BY NATURE THAT THE FACE, FROM THE CHIN TO THE TOP OF THE FOREHEAD AND THE LOWEST ROOTS OF THE HAIR, IS A TENTH PART OF THE WHOLE HEIGHT; THE OPEN HAND FROM THE WRIST TO THE TIP OF THE MIDDLE FINGER IS JUST THE SAME; THE HEAD FROM THE CHIN TO THE CROWN IS AN EIGHTH, AND WITH THE NECK AND SHOULDER FROM THE TOP OF THE BREAST TO THE LOWEST ROOTS OF THE HAIR IS A SIXTH; FROM THE MIDDLE OF THE BREAST TO THE SUMMIT OF THE CROWN IS A FOURTH. IF WE TAKE THE HEIGHT OF THE FACE ITSELF, THE DISTANCE FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE CHIN TO THE UNDER SIDE OF THE NOSTRILS [AND FROM THAT POINT] TO A LINE BETWEEN THE EYEBROWS IS THE SAME; FROM THERE TO THE LOWEST ROOTS OF THE HAIR IS ALSO A THIRD, COMPRISING THE FOREHEAD. THE LENGTH OF THE FOOT IS ONE SIXTH OF THE HEIGHT OF THE BODY; OF THE FOREARM, ONE FOURTH; AND THE BREADTH OF THE BREAST IS ALSO ONE FOURTH. THE OTHER MEMBERS, TOO, HAVE THEIR OWN SYMMETRICAL PROPORTIONS, AND IT WAS BY EMPLOYING THEM THAT THE FAMOUS PAINTERS AND SCULPTORS OF ANTIQUITY ATTAINED TO GREAT AND ENDLESS RENOWN." THE EDIFICES RAISED BY THE DIONYSIAC BUILDERS WERE INDEED "SERMONS IN STONE." THOUGH UNABLE TO COMPREHEND FULLY THE COSMIC PRINCIPLES THUS EMBODIED IN THESE MASTERPIECES OF HUMAN INGENUITY AND INDUSTRY, EVEN THE UNINITIATED WERE INVARIABLY OVERWHELMED BY THE SENSE OF MAJESTY AND SYMMETRY RESULTING FROM THE PERFECT COORDINATION OF PILLARS, SPANS, ARCHES, AND DOMES. BY VARIATIONS IN THE DETAILS OF SIZE, MATERIAL, TYPE, ARRANGEMENT, ORNAMENTATION, AND COLOR, THESE INSPIRED BUILDERS BELIEVED IT POSSIBLE TO PROVOKE IN THE NATURE OF THE ONLOOKER CERTAIN DISTINCT MENTAL OR EMOTIONAL REACTIONS. VITRUVIUS, FOR EXAMPLE, DESCRIBES THE DISPOSITION OF BRONZE VASES ABOUT A ROOM SO AS TO PRODUCE CERTAIN DEFINITE CHANGES IN THE TONE AND QUALITY OF THE HUMAN VOICE. IN LIKE MANNER, EACH CHAMBER IN THE MYSTERIES THROUGH WHICH THE CANDIDATE PASSED HAD ITS OWN PECULIAR ACOUSTICS. THUS, IN ONE CHAMBER THE VOICE OF THE PRIEST WAS AMPLIFIED UNTIL HIS WORDS CAUSED THE VERY ROOM TO VIBRATE, WHILE IN ANOTHER THE VOICE WAS DIMINISHED AND SOFTENED TO SUCH A DEGREE THAT IT SOUNDED LIKE THE DISTANT TINKLING OF SILVER BELLS. AGAIN, IN SOME OF THE UNDERGROUND PASSAGEWAYS THE CANDIDATE WAS APPARENTLY BEREFT OF THE POWER OF SPEECH, FOR THOUGH HE SHOUTED AT THE TOP OF HIS VOICE NOT EVEN A WHISPER WAS AUDIBLE TO HIS EARS. AFTER PROGRESSING A FEW FEET, HOWEVER, HE WOULD DISCOVER THAT HIS SOFTEST SIGH WOULD BE REECHOED A HUNDRED TIMES. THE SUPREME AMBITION OF THE DIONYSIAC ARCHITECTS WAS THE CONSTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS WHICH WOULD CREATE DISTINCT IMPRESSIONS CONSISTENT WITH THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH THE STRUCTURE ITSELF WAS DESIGNED. IN COMMON WITH THE PYTHAGOREANS, THEY BELIEVED IT POSSIBLE BY COMBINATIONS OF STRAIGHT LINES AND CURVES TO INDUCE ANY DESIRED MENTAL ATTITUDE OR EMOTION. THEY LABORED, THEREFORE, TO THE END OF PRODUCING A BUILDING PERFECTLY HARMONIOUS WITH THE STRUCTURE OF THE UNIVERSE ITSELF. THEY MAY HAVE EVEN BELIEVED THAT AN EDIFICE SO CONSTRUCTED BECAUSE IT WAS IN NO RESPECT AT VARIANCE WITH ANY EXISTING REALITY WOULD NOT BE SUBJECT TO DISSOLUTION BUT WOULD ENDURE THROUGHOUT THE SPAN OF MORTAL TIME. AS A LOGICAL DEDUCTION FROM THEIR PHILOSOPHIC TREND OF THOUGHT, SUCH A BUILDING--EN RAPPORT WITH COSMOS--WOULD ALSO HAVE BECOME AN ORACLE. CERTAIN EARLY WORKS ON MAGICAL PHILOSOPHY HINT THAT THE ARK OF THE COVENANT WAS ORACULAR IN CHARACTER BECAUSE OF SPECIALLY PREPARED CHAMBERS IN ITS INTERIOR. THESE BY THEIR SHAPE AND ARRANGEMENT WERE SO ATTUNED TO THE VIBRATIONS OF THE INVISIBLE WORLD THAT THEY CAUGHT AND AMPLIFIED THE VOICES OF THE AGES IMPRINTED UPON AND ETERNALLY EXISTENT IN THE SUBSTANCE OF THE ASTRAL LIGHT. UNSKILLED IN THESE ANCIENT SUBTLETIES OF THEIR PROFESSION, MODERN ARCHITECTS OFTEN CREATE ARCHITECTURAL ABSURDITIES WHICH WOULD CAUSE THEIR CREATORS TO BLUSH WITH SHAME DID THEY COMPREHEND THEIR ACTUAL SYMBOLIC IMPORT. THUS, PHALLIC EMBLEMS ARE STREWN IN PROFUSION AMONG THE ADORNMENTS OF BANKS, OFFICE BUILDINGS, AND DEPARTMENT STORES. CHRISTIAN CHURCHES ALSO MAY BE SURMOUNTED WITH BRAHMIN OR MOHAMMEDAN DOMES OR BE DESIGNED IN A STYLE SUITABLE FOR A JEWISH SYNAGOGUE OR A GREEK TEMPLE TO PLUTO. THESE INCONGRUITIES MAY BE CONSIDERED TRIVIAL IN IMPORTANCE BY THE MODERN DESIGNER, BUT TO THE TRAINED PSYCHOLOGIST THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH A BUILDING WAS ERECTED IS FRUSTRATED IN LARGE MEASURE BY THE PRESENCE OF SUCH ARCHITECTURAL DISCORDANCES. VITRUVIUS THUS DEFINES THE PRINCIPLE OF PROPRIETY AS CONCEIVED AND APPLIED BY THE DIONYSIANS: "PROPRIETY IS THAT: PERFECTION OF STYLE WHICH COMES WHEN A WORK IS AUTHORITATIVELY CONSTRUCTED ON APPROVED PRINCIPLES. IT ARISES FROM PRESCRIPTION (GREEK ΘΕΜΑΤΙΣΜῷ), FROM USAGE, OR FROM NATURE. FROM PRESCRIPTION, IN THE CASE OF HYPAETHRAL EDIFICES, OPEN TO THE SKY, IN HONOR OF JUPITER LIGHTNING, THE HEAVEN, THE SUN, OR THE MOON: FOR THESE ARE GODS WHOSE SEMBLANCES AND MANIFESTATIONS WE BEHOLD BEFORE OUR VERY EYES IN THE SKY WHEN IT IS CLOUDLESS AND BRIGHT. THE TEMPLES OF MINERVA, MARS, AND HERCULES WILL BE DORIC, SINCE THE VIRILE STRENGTH OF THESE GODS MAKES DAINTINESS ENTIRELY INAPPROPRIATE TO THEIR HOUSES. IN TEMPLES TO VENUS, FLORA, PROSERPINE, SPRING-WATER, AND THE NYMPHS, THE CORINTHIAN ORDER WILL BE FOUND TO HAVE PECULIAR SIGNIFICANCE, BECAUSE THESE ARE DELICATE DIVINITIES AND SO ITS RATHER SLENDER OUTLINES, ITS FLOWERS, LEAVES, AND ORNAMENTAL VOLUTES WILL LEND PROPRIETY WHERE IT IS DUE. THE CONSTRUCTION OF TEMPLES OF THE IONIC ORDER TO JUNO, DIANA, FATHER BACCHUS, AND THE OTHER GODS OF THAT KIND, WILL BE IN KEEPING WITH THE MIDDLE POSITION WHICH THEY HOLD; FOR THE BUILDING OF SUCH WILL BE AN APPROPRIATE COMBINATION OF THE SEVERITY OF THE DORIC AND THE DELICACY OF THE CORINTHIAN." IN DESCRIBING THE SOCIETIES OF IONIAN ARTIFICERS, JOSEPH DA COSTA DECLARES THE DIONYSIAC RITES TO HAVE BEEN FOUNDED UPON THE SCIENCE OF ASTRONOMY, WHICH BY THE INITIATES OF THIS ORDER WAS CORRELATED TO THE BUILDER'S ART. IN VARIOUS DOCUMENTS DEALING WITH THE ORIGIN OF ARCHITECTURE ARE FOUND HINTS TO THE EFFECT THAT THE GREAT BUILDINGS ERECTED BY THESE INITIATED CRAFTSMEN WERE BASED UPON GEOMETRICAL PATTERNS DERIVED FROM THE CONSTELLATIONS. THUS, A TEMPLE MIGHT BE PLANNED ACCORDING TO THE CONSTELLATION OF PEGASUS OR A COURT OF JUDGMENT MODELED AFTER THE CONSTELLATION OF THE SCALES. THE DIONYSIANS EVOLVED A PECULIAR CODE BY WHICH THEY WERE ABLE TO COMMUNICATE WITH ONE ANOTHER IN THE DARK AND BOTH THE SYMBOLS AND THE TERMINOLOGY OF THEIR GUILD WERE DERIVED, IN THE MAIN, FROM THE ELEMENTS OF ARCHITECTURE. WHILE STIGMATIZED AS PAGANS BY REASON OF THEIR PHILOSOPHIC PRINCIPLES, IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT THESE DIONYSIAC CRAFTSMEN WERE ALMOST UNIVERSALLY EMPLOYED IN THE ERECTION OF EARLY CHRISTIAN ABBEYS AND CATHEDRALS, WHOSE STONES EVEN TO THIS VERY DAY BEAR DISTINGUISHING MARKS AND SYMBOLS CUT INTO THEIR SURFACES BY THESE ILLUSTRIOUS BUILDERS. AMONG THE ORNATE CARVINGS UPON THE FRONTS OF GREAT CHURCHES OF THE OLD WORLD ARE FREQUENTLY FOUND REPRESENTATIONS OF COMPASSES, SQUARES, RULES, MALLETS, AND CLUSTERS OF BUILDERS' TOOLS SKILLFULLY INCORPORATED INTO MURAL DECORATIONS AND EVEN PLACED IN THE HANDS OF THE EFFIGIES OF SAINTS AND PROPHETS STANDING IN EXALTED NICHES. A GREAT MYSTERY WAS CONTAINED IN THE ANCIENT PORTALS OF THE CATHEDRAL OF NOTRE DAME WHICH WERE DESTROYED DURING THE FRENCH REVOLUTION, FOR AMONG THEIR CARVINGS WERE NUMEROUS ROSICRUCIAN AND MASONIC EMBLEMS; AND ACCORDING TO THE RECORDS PRESERVED BY ALCHEMISTS WHO STUDIED THEIR BAS-RELIEFS, THE SECRET PROCESSES FOR METALLIC TRANSMUTATION WERE SET FORTH IN THEIR GROTESQUE YET MOST SIGNIFICANT FIGURES. THE CHECKERBOARD FLOOR UPON WHICH THE MODERN FREEMASONIC LODGE STANDS IS THE OLD TRACING BOARD OF THE DIONYSIAC ARCHITECTS, AND WHILE THE MODERN ORGANIZATION IS NO LONGER LIMITED TO WORKMEN'S GUILDS IT STILL PRESERVES IN ITS SYMBOLS THE METAPHYSICAL DOCTRINES OF THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF WHICH IT IS PRESUMABLY THE OUTGROWTH. THE INVESTIGATOR OF THE ORIGIN OF FREEMASONIC SYMBOLISM WHO DESIRES TO TRACE THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ORDER THROUGH THE AGES WILL FIND A PRACTICAL SUGGESTION IN THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT OF CHARLES W. HECKETHORN: "BUT CONSIDERING THAT FREEMASONRY IS A TREE THE ROOTS OF WHICH SPREAD THROUGH SO MANY SOILS, IT FOLLOWS THAT TRACES THEREOF MUST BE FOUND IN ITS FRUIT; THAT ITS LANGUAGE AND RITUAL SHOULD RETAIN MUCH OF THE VARIOUS SECTS AND INSTITUTIONS IT HAS PASSED THROUGH BEFORE ARRIVING AT THEIR PRESENT STATE, AND IN MASONRY WE MEET WITH INDIAN, EGYPTIAN, JEWISH, AND CHRISTIAN IDEAS, TERMS THEREFROM THE SUPREME AMBITION OF THEIR CRAFT AND SYMBOLS." (THE SECRET SOCIETIES OF ALL AGES AND COUNTRIES.) THE ROMAN COLLEGIA OF SKILLED ARCHITECTS WERE APPARENTLY A SUBDIVISION OF THE GREATER IONIAN BODY, THEIR PRINCIPLES AND ORGANIZATION BEING PRACTICALLY IDENTICAL WITH THE OLDER IONIAN INSTITUTION. IT HAS BEEN SUSPECTED THAT THE DIONYSIANS ALSO PROFOUNDLY INFLUENCED EARLY ISLAMIC CULTURE, FOR PART OF THEIR SYMBOLISM FOUND ITS WAY INTO THE MYSTERIES OF THE DERVISHES. AT ONE TIME THE DIONYSIANS REFERRED TO THEMSELVES AS SONS OF SOLOMON, AND ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT OF THEIR SYMBOLS WAS THE SEAL OF SOLOMON--TWO INTERLACED TRIANGLES. THIS MOTIF IS FREQUENTLY SEEN IN CONSPICUOUS PARTS OF MOHAMMEDAN MOSQUES. THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS--WHO WERE SUSPECTED OF ANYTHING AND EVERYTHING--ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE CONTACTED THESE DIONYSIAC ARTIFICERS AND TO HAVE INTRODUCED MANY OF THEIR SYMBOLS AND DOCTRINES INTO MEDIAEVAL EUROPE. BUT FREEMASONRY MOST OF ALL OWES TO THE DIONYSIAC CULT THE GREAT MASS OF ITS SYMBOLS AND RITUALS WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE SCIENCE OF ARCHITECTURE. FROM THESE ANCIENT AND ILLUSTRIOUS ARTISANS, IT ALSO RECEIVED THE LEGACY OF THE UNFINISHED TEMPLE OF CIVILIZATION-THAT VAST, INVISIBLE STRUCTURE UPON WHICH THESE INITIATED BUILDERS HAVE LABORED CONTINUOUSLY SINCE THE INCEPTION OF THEIR FRATERNITY. THIS MIGHTY EDIFICE, WHICH HAS FALLEN AND BEEN REBUILT TIME AFTER TIME BUT WHOSE FOUNDATIONS REMAIN UNMOVED, IS THE TRUE EVERLASTING HOUSE OF WHICH THE TEMPLE ON THE BROW OF MOUNT MORIAH WAS BUT AN IMPERMANENT SYMBOL. ASIDE FROM THE OPERATIVE ASPECT OF THEIR ORDER, THE DIONYSIAC ARCHITECTS HAD A SPECULATIVE PHILOSOPHIC CODE. HUMAN SOCIETY THEY CONSIDERED AS A ROUGH AND UNTRUED ASHLAR BUT LATELY CHISELED FROM THE QUARRY OF ELEMENTAL NATURE. THIS CRUDE BLOCK WAS THE TRUE OBJECT UPON WHICH THESE SKILLED CRAFTSMEN LABORED--POLISHING IT, SQUARING IT, AND WITH THE AID OF FINE CARVINGS TRANSFORMING IT INTO A MIRACLE OF BEAUTY. WHILE MYSTICS RELEASED THEIR SOULS FROM THE BONDAGE OF MATTER BY MEDITATION AND PHILOSOPHERS FOUND THEIR KEENEST JOY IN THE PROFUNDITIES OF THOUGHT, THESE MASTER WORKMEN ACHIEVED LIBERATION FROM THE WHEEL OF LIFE AND DEATH BY LEARNING TO SWING THEIR HAMMERS WITH THE SAME RHYTHM THAT MOVES THE SWIRLING FORCES OF COSMOS. THEY VENERATED THE DEITY UNDER THE GUISE OF A GREAT ARCHITECT AND MASTER CRAFTSMAN WHO WAS EVER GOUGING ROUGH ASHLARS FROM THE FIELDS OF SPACE AND TRUING THEM INTO UNIVERSES. THE DIONYSIANS AFFIRMED CONSTRUCTIVENESS TO BE THE SUPREME EXPRESSION OF THE SOUL, AND ATTUNING THEMSELVES WITH THE EVER-VISIBLE CONSTRUCTIVE NATURAL PROCESSES GOING ON AROUND THEM, BELIEVED IMMORTALITY COULD BE ACHIEVED BY THUS BECOMING A PART OF THE CREATIVE AGENCIES OF NATURE.
SOLOMON, THE PERSONIFICATION OF UNIVERSAL WISDOM
THE NAME SOLOMON MAY BE DIVIDED INTO THREE SYLLABLES, SOL-OM-ON, SYMBOLIZING LIGHT, GLORY, AND TRUTH COLLECTIVELY AND RESPECTIVELY. THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON IS, THEREFORE, FIRST OF ALL "THE HOUSE OF EVERLASTING LIGHT," ITS EARTHLY SYMBOL BEING THE TEMPLE OF STONE ON THE BROW OF MOUNT MORIAH. ACCORDING TO THE MYSTERY TEACHINGS, THERE ARE THREE TEMPLES OF SOLOMON--AS THERE ARE THREE GRAND MASTERS, THREE WITNESSES, AND THREE TABERNACLES OF THE TRANSFIGURATION. THE FIRST TEMPLE IS THE GRAND HOUSE OF THE UNIVERSE, IN THE MIDST OF WHICH SITS THE SUN (SOL) UPON HIS GOLDEN THRONE. THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC AS FELLOW-CRAFTSMEN GATHER AROUND THEIR SHINING LORD. THREE LIGHTS--THE STELLAR, THE SOLAR, AND THE LUNAR--ILLUMINATE THIS COSMIC TEMPLE. ACCOMPANIED BY HIS RETINUE OF PLANETS, MOONS, AND ASTEROIDS, THIS DIVINE KING (SOLOMON), WHOSE GLORY NO EARTHLY MONARCH SHALL EVER EQUAL, PASSES IN STATELY POMP DOWN THE AVENUES OF SPACE. WHEREAS CHIRAM REPRESENTS THE ACTIVE PHYSICAL LIGHT OF THE SUN, SOLOMON SIGNIFIES ITS INVISIBLE BUT ALL-POWERFUL, SPIRITUAL AND INTELLECTUAL EFFULGENCY. THE SECOND SYMBOLIC TEMPLE IS THE HUMAN BODY-THE LITTLE HOUSE MADE IN THE IMAGE OF THE GREAT UNIVERSAL HOUSE. "KNOW YE NOT," ASKED THE APOSTLE PAUL, "THAT YE ARE THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD DWELLETH IN YOU?" FREEMASONRY WITHIN A TEMPLE OF STONE CANNOT BE OTHER THAN SPECULATIVE, BUT FREEMASONRY WITHIN THE LIVING TEMPLE OF THE BODY IS OPERATIVE. THE THIRD SYMBOLIC TEMPLE IS THE SOULAR HOUSE, AN INVISIBLE STRUCTURE, THE COMPREHENSION OF WHICH IS A SUPREME FREEMASONIC ARCANUM. THE MYSTERY OF THIS INTANGIBLE EDIFICE IS CONCEALED UNDER THE ALLEGORY OF THE SOMA PSUCHICON, OR WEDDING GARMENT DESCRIBED BY ST. PAUL, THE ROBES OF GLORY OF THE HIGH PRIEST OF ISRAEL, THE YELLOW ROBE OF THE BUDDHIST MONK, AND THE ROBE OF BLUE AND GOLD TO WHICH ALBERT PIKE REFERS IN HIS SYMBOLISM. THE SOUL, CONSTRUCTED FROM AN INVISIBLE FIERY SUBSTANCE, A FLAMING GOLDEN METAL, IS CAST BY THE MASTER WORKMAN, CHIRAM ABIFF, INTO THE MOLD OF CLAY (THE PHYSICAL BODY) AND IS CALLED THE MOLTEN SEA. THE TEMPLE OF THE HUMAN SOUL IS BUILT BY THREE MASTER MASONS PERSONIFYING WISDOM, LOVE, AND SERVICE, AND WHEN CONSTRUCTED ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF LIFE THE SPIRIT OF GOD DWELLS IN THE HOLY PLACE THEREOF. THE SOULAR TEMPLE IS THE TRUE EVERLASTING HOUSE, AND HE WHO CAN RAISE 
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THE MYSTERY OF THE MICROCOSM.
HEREIN IS DEPICTED THE MYSTERIOUS WORD OF PLATO WHICH WAS CRUCIFIED IN SPACE BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD. THE ANONYMOUS AUTHOR OF THE CANON WRITES: "THE LOGOS OR SOUL OF THE WORLD, ACCORDING TO PLATO, THE GREEK HERMES, AND THE CHRIST, ACCORDING TO THE CHRISTIAN GNOSTICS, ARE ALL ONE AND THE SAME AS THE HEBREW ADAM KADMON, WHO IS THE SECOND PERSON OF THE CABALISTIC TRIAD. THE CYLLENIAN HERMES, DESCRIBED BY HIPPOLYTUS, SO EXACTLY RESEMBLES THE LESSER MAN FOUND IN CESARIANO'S EDITION OF VITRUVIUS, THAT THEY MAY BE JUSTIFIABLY CONSIDERED TO BE IDENTICAL." AFTER RELATING THE FIGURE TO DIONYSUS BECAUSE OF THE VINE LEAVES WOUND IN THE HAIR, THE SAME WRITER CONCLUDES: "HERE WE HAVE CLEARLY AND DISTINCTLY A CURIOUS SURVIVAL OF THE COSMIC DEITY OF GREECE, COPIED AND DISFIGURED BY THE CRUDE DRAUGHTS-MEN OF THE MIDDLE AGES, BUT FAITHFULLY PRESERVED, AND RECOGNIZABLE TO THE LAST." SIMILAR FIGURES ARE TO BE FOUND IN AGRIPPA'S DE OCCULTA PHILOSOPHIA. LIKE CESARIANO'S DIAGRAMS, HOWEVER, THE KEY GIVEN FOR THEIR INTERPRETATION IS MOST INADEQUATE. AGRIPPA DECLARES THAT, BEING A TYPE OF THE LESSER WORLD, MAN CONTAINS IN HIMSELF ALL NUMBERS, MEASURES, WEIGHTS, MOTIONS, AND ELEMENTS. THE SECRET DOCTRINE OF FREEMASONRY, LIKE THAT OF THE DIONYSIAC ARCHITECTS, IS CONCERNED PRIMARILY WITH THE EFFORT TO MEASURE OR ESTIMATE PHILOSOPHICALLY THE PARTS AND PROPORTIONS OF THE MICROCOSM, SO THAT BY THE KNOWLEDGE DERIVED THEREFROM THE SUPREME AMBITION OF THEIR CRAFT MIGHT BE REALIZED--THE CREATION OF A PERFECT MAN OR CAST IT IS A MASTER MASON INDEED! THE BEST-INFORMED MASONIC WRITERS HAVE REALIZED THAT SOLOMON'S TEMPLE IS A REPRESENTATION IN MINIATURE OF THE UNIVERSAL TEMPLE. CONCERNING THIS POINT, A. E. WAITE, IN A NEW ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FREEMASONRY, WRITES: "IT IS MACROCOSMIC IN CHARACTER, SO THAT THE TEMPLE IS A SYMBOL OF THE UNIVERSE, A TYPE OF MANIFESTATION ITSELF." SOLOMON, THE SPIRIT OF UNIVERSAL ILLUMINATION--MENTAL, SPIRITUAL, MORAL, AND PHYSICAL--IS PERSONIFIED IN THE KING OF AN EARTHLY NATION. WHILE A GREAT RULER BY THAT NAME MAY HAVE BUILT A TEMPLE, HE WHO CONSIDERS THE STORY SOLELY FROM ITS HISTORICAL ANGLE WILL NEVER CLEAR AWAY THE RUBBISH THAT COVERS THE SECRET VAULTS. THE RUBBISH IS INTERPOLATED MATTER IN THE FORM OF SUPERFICIAL SYMBOLS, ALLEGORIES, AND DEGREES WHICH HAVE NO LEGITIMATE PART IN THE ORIGINAL FREEMASONIC MYSTERIES. CONCERNING THE LOSS OF THE TRUE ESOTERIC KEY TO MASONIC SECRETS, ALBERT PIKE WRITES: "NO ONE JOURNEYS NOW 'FROM THE HIGH PLACE OF CABAON TO THE THRESHING FLOOR OF OMAN THE YEBUSITE,' NOR HAS SEEN, 'HIS MASTER, CLOTHED IN BLUE AND GOLD;' NOR ARE APPRENTICES AND FELLOW-CRAFTS ANY LONGER PAID AT THEIR RESPECTIVE COLUMNS; NOR IS THE MASTER'S WORKING TOOL THE TRACING BOARD, NOR DOES HE USE IN HIS WORK 'CHALK, CHARCOAL, AND AN EARTHEN VESSEL,' NOR DOES THE APPRENTICE, BECOMING A FELLOW CRAFT, PASS FROM THE SQUARE TO THE COMPASS; FOR THE MEANINGS OF THESE PHRASES AS SYMBOLS HAVE LONG BEEN LOST." ACCORDING TO THE ANCIENT RABBINS, SOLOMON WAS AN INITIATE OF THE MYSTERY SCHOOLS AND THE TEMPLE WHICH HE BUILT WAS ACTUALLY A HOUSE OF INITIATION CONTAINING AMASS OF PAGAN PHILOSOPHIC AND PHALLIC EMBLEMS. THE POMEGRANATES, THE PALM-HEADED COLUMNS, THE PILLARS BEFORE THE DOOR, THE BABYLONIAN CHERUBIM, AND THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE CHAMBERS AND DRAPERIES ALL INDICATE THE TEMPLE TO HAVE BEEN PATTERNED AFTER THE SANCTUARIES OF EGYPT AND ATLANTIS. ISAAC MYER, IN THE QABBALAH, MAKES THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATION: "THE PSEUDO-CLEMENT OF ROME, WRITES: 'GOD MADE MAN MALE AND FEMALE. THE MALE IS CHRIST: THE FEMALE, THE CHURCH.' THE QABBALISTS CALLED THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE MOTHER, AND THE CHURCH OF ISRAEL, THE DAUGHTER. SOLOMON ENGRAVED ON THE WALLS OF HIS TEMPLE, LIKENESSES OF THE MALE AND FEMALE PRINCIPLES, TO ADUMBRATE THIS MYSTERY; SUCH, IT IS SAID, WERE THE FIGURES OF THE CHERUBIM. THIS WAS, HOWEVER, NOT IN OBEDIENCE TO THE WORDS OF THE THORAH. THEY WERE SYMBOLICAL OF THE UPPER, THE SPIRITUAL, THE FORMER OR MAKER, POSITIVE OR MALE, AND THE LOWER, THE PASSIVE, THE NEGATIVE OR FEMALE, FORMED OR MADE BY THE FIRST." MASONRY CAME TO NORTHERN AFRICA AND ASIA MINOR FROM THE LOST CONTINENT OF ATLANTIS, NOT UNDER ITS PRESENT NAME BUT RATHER UNDER THE GENERAL DESIGNATION SUN AND FIRE WORSHIP. THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES DID NOT CEASE TO EXIST WHEN CHRISTIANITY BECAME THE WORLD'S MOST POWERFUL RELIGION. GREAT PAN DID NOT DIE! FREEMASONRY IS THE PROOF OF HIS SURVIVAL. THE PRE-CHRISTIAN MYSTERIES SIMPLY ASSUMED THE SYMBOLISM OF THE NEW FAITH, PERPETUATING THROUGH ITS EMBLEMS AND ALLEGORIES THE SAME TRUTHS WHICH HAD BEEN THE PROPERTY OF THE WISE SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD. THERE IS NO TRUE EXPLANATION, THEREFORE, FOR CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS SAVE THAT WHICH IS CONCEALED WITHIN PAGAN PHILOSOPHY. WITHOUT THE MYSTERIOUS KEYS CARRIED BY THE HIEROPHANTS OF THE EGYPTIAN, BRAHMIN, AND PERSIAN CULTS THE GATES OF WISDOM CANNOT BE OPENED. CONSIDER WITH REVERENT SPIRIT, THEREFORE, THE SUBLIME ALLEGORY OF THE TEMPLE AND ITS BUILDERS, REALIZING THAT BENEATH ITS LITERAL INTERPRETATION LIES HIDDEN A ROYAL SECRET. ACCORDING TO THE TALMUDIC LEGENDS, SOLOMON UNDERSTOOD THE MYSTERIES OF THE QABBALAH. HE WAS ALSO AN ALCHEMIST AND A NECROMANCER, BEING ABLE TO CONTROL THE DAEMONS, AND FROM THEM AND OTHER INHABITANTS OF THE INVISIBLE WORLDS HE SECURED MUCH OF HIS WISDOM. IN HIS TRANSLATION OF CLAVICULA SALOMONIS, OR THE KEY OF SOLOMON THE KING, A WORK PRESUMABLY SETTING FORTH THE MAGICAL SECRETS GATHERED BY SOLOMON AND USED BY HIM IN THE CONJURATION OF SPIRITS AND WHICH, ACCORDING TO FRANK C. HIGGINS, CONTAINS MANY SIDELIGHTS ON MASONIC INITIATORY RITUALS, S. L. MACGREGOR-MATHERS RECOGNIZES THE PROBABILITY THAT KING SOLOMON WAS A MAGICIAN IN THE FULLEST SENSE OF THAT WORD. "I SEE NO REASON TO DOUBT," HE AFFIRMS, "THE TRADITION WHICH ASSIGNS THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE 'KEY' TO KING SOLOMON, FOR AMONG OTHERS JOSEPHUS, THE JEWISH HISTORIAN, ESPECIALLY MENTIONS THE MAGICAL WORKS ATTRIBUTED TO THAT MONARCH; THIS IS CONFIRMED BY MANY EASTERN TRADITIONS, AND HIS MAGICAL SKILL IS FREQUENTLY MENTIONED IN THE ARABIAN NIGHTS." CONCERNING SOLOMON'S SUPERNATURAL POWERS, JOSEPHUS WRITES IN HIS EIGHTH BOOK OF THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS: "NOW THE SAGACITY AND WISDOM WHICH GOD HAD BESTOWED ON SOLOMON WAS SO GREAT THAT HE EXCEEDED THE ANCIENTS, IN SO MUCH THAT HE WAS NO WAY INFERIOR TO THE EGYPTIANS, WHO ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN BEYOND ALL MEN IN UNDERSTANDING; GOD ALSO ENABLED HIM TO LEARN THAT SKILL WHICH EXPELLED DEMONS, WHICH IS A SCIENCE USEFUL AND SANATIVE TO HIM. HE COMPOSED SUCH INCANTATIONS ALSO BY WHICH DISTEMPERS ARE ALLEVIATED. AND HE LEFT BEHIND HIM THE MANNER OF USING EXORCISMS, BY WHICH THEY DRIVE AWAY DEMONS, SO THAT THEY NEVER RETURN; AND THIS METHOD OF CURE IS OF GREAT FORCE UNTO THIS DAY." THE MEDIAEVAL ALCHEMISTS WERE CONVINCED THAT KING SOLOMON UNDERSTOOD THE SECRET PROCESSES OF HERMES BY MEANS OF WHICH IT WAS POSSIBLE TO MULTIPLY METALS. DR. BACSTROM WRITES THAT THE UNIVERSAL SPIRIT (CHIRAM) ASSISTED KING SOLOMON TO BUILD HIS TEMPLE, BECAUSE SOLOMON BEING WISE IN THE WISDOM OF ALCHEMY KNEW HOW TO CONTROL THIS INCORPOREAL ESSENCE AND, SETTING IT TO WORK FOR HIM, CAUSED THE INVISIBLE UNIVERSE TO SUPPLY HIM WITH VAST AMOUNTS OF GOLD AND SILVER WHICH MOST PEOPLE BELIEVED WERE MINED BY NATURAL METHODS. THE MYSTERIES OF THE ISLAMIC FAITH ARE NOW IN THE KEEPING OF THE DERVISHES--MEN WHO, RENOUNCING WORLDLINESS, HAVE WITHSTOOD THE TEST OF A THOUSAND AND ONE DAYS OF TEMPTATION. JELAL-UD-DIN, THE GREAT PERSIAN SUFIC POET AND PHILOSOPHER, IS ACCREDITED WITH HAVING FOUNDED THE ORDER OF MEVLEVI, OR THE "DANCING DERVISHES," WHOSE MOVEMENTS EXOTERICALLY SIGNIFY THE MOTIONS OF THE CELESTIAL BODIES AND ESOTERICALLY RESULT IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A RHYTHM WHICH STIMULATES THE CENTERS OF SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS WITHIN THE DANCER'S BODY. "ACCORDING TO THE MYSTICAL CANON, THERE ARE ALWAYS ON EARTH A CERTAIN NUMBER OF HOLY MEN WHO ARE ADMITTED TO INTIMATE COMMUNION WITH THE DEITY. THE ONE WHO OCCUPIES THE HIGHEST POSITION AMONG HIS CONTEMPORARIES IS CALLED THE 'AXIS' (QŪTB) OR 'POLE' OF HIS TIME. SUBORDINATE TO THE QŪTB ARE TWO HOLY BEINGS WHO BEAR THE TITLE OF 'THE FAITHFUL ONES,' AND ARE ASSIGNED PLACES ON HIS RIGHT AND LEFT RESPECTIVELY. BELOW THESE IS A QUARTETTE OF 'INTERMEDIATE ONES' (EVTĀD); AND ON SUCCESSIVELY LOWER PLANES ATE FIVE 'LIGHTS' (ENVĀR), AND SEVEN 'VERY GOOD' (AKHYĀR). THE NEXT RANK IS FILLED BY FORTY 'ABSENT ONES' (RIJAL-I-GHAIB), ALSO TERMED 'MARTYRS' (SHUHEDA). WHEN AN 'AXIS' QUITS THIS EARTHLY EXISTENCE, HE IS SUCCEEDED BY THE 'FAITHFUL ONE' WHO HAS OCCUPIED THE PLACE AT HIS RIGHT HAND. FOR TO THESE HOLY MEN, WHO ALSO BEAR THE COLLECTIVE TITLES OF 'LORDS OF SOULS,' AND 'DIRECTORS,' IS COMMITTED A SPIRITUAL SUPREMACY OVER MANKIND FAR EXCEEDING THE TEMPORAL AUTHORITY OF EARTHLY RULERS." (MYSTICISM AND MAGIC IN TURKEY, BY L. M. J. GARNETT.) THE AXIS IS A MYSTERIOUS INDIVIDUAL WHO, UNKNOWN AND UNSUSPECTED, MINGLES WITH MANKIND AND WHO, ACCORDING TO TRADITION, HAS HIS FAVORITE SEAT UPON THE ROOF OF THE CAABA. J. P. BROWN, IN THE DERVISHES, GIVES A DESCRIPTION OF THESE "MASTER SOULS."
FREEMASONRY'S PRICELESS HERITAGE
THE SANCTUM SANCTORUM OF FREEMASONRY IS ORNAMENTED WITH THE GNOSTIC JEWELS OF A THOUSAND AGES; ITS RITUALS RING WITH THE DIVINELY INSPIRED WORDS OF SEERS AND SAGES. A HUNDRED RELIGIOUS HAVE BROUGHT THEIR GIFTS OF WISDOM TO ITS ALTAR; ARTS AND SCIENCES UNNUMBERED HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO ITS SYMBOLISM. FREEMASONRY IS A WORLD-WIDE UNIVERSITY, TEACHING THE LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES OF THE SOUL TO ALL WHO WILL HEARKEN TO ITS WORDS. ITS CHAIRS ARE SEATS OF LEARNING AND ITS PILLARS UPHOLD AN ARCH OF UNIVERSAL EDUCATION. ITS TRESTLE-BOARDS ARE INSCRIBED WITH THE ETERNAL VERITIES OF ALL AGES AND UPON THOSE WHO COMPREHEND ITS SACRED DEPTHS HAS DAWNED THE REALIZATION THAT WITHIN THE FREEMASONIC MYSTERIES LIE HIDDEN THE LONG-LOST ARCANA SOUGHT BY ALL PEOPLES SINCE THE GENESIS OF HUMAN REASON. THE PHILOSOPHIC POWER OF FREEMASONRY LIES IN ITS SYMBOLS--ITS PRICELESS HERITAGE FROM THE MYSTERY SCHOOLS OF ANTIQUITY. IN A LETTER TO ROBERT FREKE GOULD, ALBERT PIKE WRITES: "IT BEGAN TO SHAPE ITSELF TO MY INTELLECTUAL VISION INTO SOMETHING MORE IMPOSING AND MAJESTIC, SOLEMNLY MYSTERIOUS AND GRAND. IT SEEMED TO ME LIKE THE PYRAMIDS IN THEIR LONELINESS, IN WHOSE YET UNDISCOVERED CHAMBERS MAY BE HIDDEN, FOR THE ENLIGHTENMENT OF COMING GENERATIONS, THE SACRED BOOKS OF THE EGYPTIANS, SO LONG LOST TO THE WORLD; LIKE THE SPHYNX HALF BURIED IN THE DESERT. IN ITS SYMBOLISM, WHICH AND ITS SPIRIT OF BROTHERHOOD ARE ITS ESSENCE, FREEMASONRY IS MORE ANCIENT THAN ANY OF THE WORLD'S LIVING RELIGIONS. IT HAS THE SYMBOLS AND DOCTRINES WHICH, OLDER THAN HIMSELF, ZARATHUSTRA INCULCATED; AND II SEEMED TO ME A SPECTACLE SUBLIME, YET PITIFUL--THE ANCIENT FAITH OF OUR ANCESTORS HOLDING OUT TO THE WORLD ITS SYMBOLS ONCE SO ELOQUENT, AND MUTELY AND IN VAIN ASKING FOR AN INTERPRETER. AND SO, I CAME AT LAST TO SEE THAT THE TRUE GREATNESS AND MAJESTY OF FREEMASONRY CONSIST IN ITS PROPRIETORSHIP OF THESE AND ITS OTHER SYMBOLS; AND THAT ITS SYMBOLISM IS ITS SOUL." THOUGH THE TEMPLES OF THEBES AND KARNAK BE NOW BUT MAJESTIC HEAPS OF BROKEN AND TIME-BATTERED STONE, THE SPIRIT: OF EGYPTIAN PHILOSOPHY STILL MARCHES TRIUMPHANT THROUGH THE CENTURIES. THOUGH THE ROCK-HEWN SANCTUARIES OF THE ANCIENT BRAHMINS BE NOW DESERTED AND THEIR CARVINGS CRUMBLED INTO DUST, STILL THE WISDOM OF THE VEDAS ENDURES. THOUGH THE ORACLES BE SILENCED AND THE HOUSE OF THE MYSTERIES BE NOW BUT ROWS OF GHOSTLY COLUMNS, STILL SHINES THE SPIRITUAL GLORY OF HELLAS WITH LUSTER UNDIMINISHED. THOUGH ZOROASTER, HERMES, PYTHAGORAS, PLATO, AND ARISTOTLE ARE NOW BUT DIM MEMORIES IN A WORLD ONCE ROCKED BY THE TRANSCENDENCY OF THEIR INTELLECTUAL GENIUS, STILL IN THE MYSTIC TEMPLE OF FREEMASONRY THESE GOD-MEN LIVE AGAIN IN THEIR WORDS AND SYMBOLS; AND THE CANDIDATE, PASSING THROUGH THE INITIATIONS, FEELS HIMSELF FACE TO FACE WITH THESE ILLUMINED HIEROPHANTS OF DAYS LONG PAST. 
MYSTIC CHRISTIANITY
THE TRUE STORY OF THE LIFE OF JESUS OF NAZARETH HAS NEVER BEEN UNFOLDED TO THE WORLD, EITHER IN THE ACCEPTED GOSPELS OR IN THE APOCRYPHA, ALTHOUGH A FEW STRAY HINTS MAY BE FOUND IN SOME OF THE COMMENTARIES WRITTEN BY THE ANTE-NICENE FATHERS. THE FACTS CONCERNING HIS IDENTITY AND MISSION ARE AMONG THE PRICELESS MYSTERIES PRESERVED TO THIS DAY IN THE SECRET VAULTS BENEATH THE "HOUSES OF THE BRETHREN." TO A FEW OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS, WHO WERE INITIATED INTO THE ARCANA OF THE DRUSES, NAZARENES, ESSENES, JOHANNITES, AND OTHER SECTS STILL INHABITING THE REMOTE AND INACCESSIBLE FASTNESSES OF THE HOLY LAND, PART OF THE STRANGE STORY WAS TOLD. THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TEMPLARS CONCERNING THE EARLY HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY WAS UNDOUBTEDLY ONE OF THE MAIN REASONS FOR THEIR PERSECUTION AND FINAL ANNIHILATION. THE DISCREPANCIES IN THE WRITINGS OF THE EARLY CHURCH FATHERS NOT ONLY ARE IRRECONCILABLE, BUT DEMONSTRATE BEYOND QUESTION THAT EVEN DURING THE FIRST FIVE CENTURIES AFTER CHRIST THESE LEARNED MEN HAD FOR THE BASIS OF THEIR WRITINGS LITTLE MORE SUBSTANTIAL THAN FOLKLORE AND HEARSAY. TO THE EASY BELIEVER EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE AND THERE ARE NO PROBLEMS. THE UNEMOTIONAL PERSON IN SEARCH OF FACTS, HOWEVER, IS CONFRONTED BY A HOST OF PROBLEMS WITH UNCERTAIN FACTORS, OF WHICH THE FOLLOWING ARE TYPICAL: ACCORDING TO POPULAR CONCEPTION, JESUS WAS CRUCIFIED DURING THE THIRTY-THIRD YEAR OF HIS LIFE AND IN THE THIRD YEAR OF HIS MINISTRY FOLLOWING HIS BAPTISM. ABOUT A.D. 180, ST. IRENAEUS, BISHOP OF LYONS, ONE OF THE MOST EMINENT OF THE ANTE-NICENE THEOLOGIANS, WROTE AGAINST HERESIES, AN ATTACK ON THE DOCTRINES OF THE GNOSTICS. IN THIS WORK IRENAEUS DECLARED UPON THE AUTHORITY OF THE APOSTLES THEMSELVES THAT JESUS LIVED TO OLD AGE. TO QUOTE: "THEY, HOWEVER, THAT THEY MAY ESTABLISH THEIR FALSE OPINION REGARDING THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN, 'TO PROCLAIM THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD,' MAINTAIN THAT HE PREACHED FOR ONE YEAR ONLY, AND THEN SUFFERED IN THE TWELFTH MONTH. [IN SPEAKING THUS], THEY ARE FORGETFUL OF THEIR OWN DISADVANTAGE, DESTROYING HIS WHOLE WORK, AND ROBBING HIM OF THAT AGE WHICH IS BOTH MORE NECESSARY AND MORE HONORABLE THAN ANY OTHER; THAT MORE ADVANCED AGE, I MEAN, DURING WHICH ALSO AS A TEACHER HE EXCELLED ALL OTHERS. FOR HOW COULD HE HAVE HAD HIS DISCIPLES, IF HE DID NOT TEACH? AND HOW COULD HE HAVE TAUGHT, UNLESS HE HAD REACHED THE AGE OF A MASTER? FOR WHEN HE CAME TO BE BAPTIZED, HE HAD NOT YET COMPLETED HIS THIRTIETH YEAR, BUT WAS BEGINNING TO BE ABOUT THIRTY YEARS OF AGE (FOR THUS LUKE, WHO HAS MENTIONED HIS YEARS, HAS EXPRESSED IT: 'NOW JESUS WAS, AS IT WERE, BEGINNING TO BE THIRTY YEARS OLD,' WHEN HE CAME TO RECEIVE BAPTISM); AND, (ACCORDING TO THESE MEN,) HE PREACHED ONLY ONE YEAR RECKONING FROM HIS BAPTISM. ON COMPLETING HIS THIRTIETH YEAR HE SUFFERED, BEING IN FACT STILL A YOUNG MAN, AND WHO HAD BY NO MEANS ATTAINED TO ADVANCED AGE. NOW, THAT THE FIRST STAGE OF EARLY LIFE EMBRACES THIRTY YEARS, AND THAT THIS EXTENDS ONWARD TO THE FORTIETH YEAR, EVERY ONE WILL ADMIT; BUT FROM THE FORTIETH AND FIFTIETH YEAR A MAN BEGINS TO DECLINE TOWARDS OLD AGE, WHICH OUR LORD POSSESSED WHILE HE STILL FULFILLED THE OFFICE OF A TEACHER, EVEN AS THE GOSPEL AND ALL THE ELDERS TESTIFY; THOSE WHO WERE CONVERSANT IN ASIA WITH JOHN, THE DISCIPLE OF THE LORD, (AFFIRMING) THAT JOHN CONVEYED TO THEM THAT INFORMATION. AND HE REMAINED AMONG THEM UP TO THE TIME OF TRAJAN. SOME OF THEM, MOREOVER, SAW NOT ONLY JOHN, BUT THE OTHER APOSTLES ALSO, AND HEARD THE VERY SAME ACCOUNT FROM THEM, AND BEAR TESTIMONY AS TO THE'(VALIDITY OF) THE STATEMENT. WHOM THEN SHOULD WE RATHER BELIEVE? WHETHER SUCH MEN AS THESE, OR PTOLEMAEUS, WHO NEVER SAW THE APOSTLES, AND WHO NEVER EVEN IN HIS DREAMS ATTAINED TO THE SLIGHTEST TRACE OF AN APOSTLE?" COMMENTING ON THE FOREGOING PASSAGE, GODFREY HIGGINS REMARKS THAT IT HAS FORTUNATELY ESCAPED THE HANDS OF THOSE DESTROYERS WHO HAVE ATTEMPTED TO RENDER THE GOSPEL NARRATIVES CONSISTENT BY DELETING ALL SUCH STATEMENTS. HE ALSO NOTES THAT THE DOCTRINE OF THE CRUCIFIXION WAS A VEXATA QUESTIO AMONG CHRISTIANS EVEN DURING THE SECOND CENTURY. "THE EVIDENCE OF IRENAEUS," HE SAYS, "CANNOT BE TOUCHED. ON EVERY PRINCIPLE OF SOUND CRITICISM, AND OF THE DOCTRINE OF PROBABILITIES, IT IS UNIMPEACHABLE." IT SHOULD FURTHER BE NOTED THAT IRENAEUS PREPARED THIS STATEMENT TO CONTRADICT ANOTHER APPARENTLY CURRENT IN HIS TIME TO THE EFFECT THAT THE MINISTRY OF JESUS LASTED BUT ONE YEAR. OF ALL THE EARLY FATHERS, IRENAEUS, WRITING WITHIN EIGHTY YEARS AFTER THE DEATH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST, SHOULD HAVE HAD REASONABLY ACCURATE INFORMATION. IF THE DISCIPLES THEMSELVES RELATED THAT JESUS LIVED TO ADVANCED AGE IN THE BODY, WHY HAS THE MYSTERIOUS NUMBER 33 BEEN ARBITRARILY CHOSEN TO SYMBOLIZE THE DURATION OF HIS LIFE? WERE THE INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF JESUS PURPOSELY ALTERED SO THAT HIS ACTIONS WOULD FIT MORE CLOSELY INTO THE PATTERN ESTABLISHED BY THE NUMEROUS SAVIOR-GODS WHO PRECEDED HIM? THAT THESE ANALOGIES WERE RECOGNIZED AND USED AS A LEVERAGE IN CONVERTING THE GREEKS AND ROMANS IS EVIDENT FROM A PERUSAL OF THE WRITINGS OF JUSTIN MARTYR, ANOTHER SECOND-CENTURY AUTHORITY. IN HIS APOLOGY, JUSTIN ADDRESSES THE PAGANS THUS: "AND WHEN WE SAY ALSO THAT THE WORD, WHO IS THE FIRST-BIRTH OF GOD, WAS PRODUCED WITHOUT SEXUAL UNION, AND THAT HE, JESUS CHRIST, OUR TEACHER, WAS CRUCIFIED AND DIED, AND ROSE AGAIN, AND ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, WE PROPOUND NOTHING DIFFERENT FROM WHAT YOU BELIEVE REGARDING THOSE WHOM YOU ESTEEM SONS OF JUPITER. AND IF WE ASSERT THAT THE WORD OF GOD WAS BORN OF GOD IN A PECULIAR MANNER, DIFFERENT FROM ORDINARY GENERATION, LET THIS, AS SAID ABOVE, BE NO EXTRAORDINARY THING TO YOU, WHO SAY THAT MERCURY IS THE ANGELIC WORD OF GOD. BUT IF ANY ONE OBJECTS THAT HE WAS CRUCIFIED, IN THIS ALSO HE IS ON A PAR WITH THOSE REPUTED SONS OF JUPITER OF YOURS, WHO SUFFERED AS WE HAVE NOW ENUMERATED." FROM THIS IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE FIRST MISSIONARIES OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH WERE FAR MORE WILLING TO ADMIT THE SIMILARITIES BETWEEN THEIR FAITH AND THE FAITHS OF THE PAGANS THAN WERE THEIR SUCCESSORS IN LATER CENTURIES. IN AN EFFORT TO SOLVE SOME OF THE PROBLEMS ARISING FROM ANY ATTEMPT TO CHRONICLE ACCURATELY THE LIFE OF JESUS, IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED THAT THERE MAY HAVE LIVED IN SYRIA AT THAT TIME TWO OR MORE RELIGIOUS TEACHERS BEARING THE NAME JESUS, JEHOSHUA OR JOSHUA, AND THAT THE LIVES OF THESE MEN MAY HAVE BEEN CONFUSED IN THE GOSPEL STORIES. IN HIS SECRET SECTS OF SYRIA AND THE LEBANON, BERNARD H. SPRINGETT, A MASONIC AUTHOR, QUOTES FROM AN EARLY BOOK, THE NAME OF WHICH HE WAS NOT AT LIBERTY TO DISCLOSE BECAUSE OF ITS CONNECTION WITH THE RITUAL OF A SECT. THE LAST PART OF HIS QUOTATION IS GERMANE TO THE SUBJECT AT HAND: "BUT JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] PROSPERED THE SEED OF THE ESSENIANS, IN HOLINESS AND [SEXLESS] LOVE, FOR MANY GENERATIONS. THEN CAME THE CHIEF OF THE ANGELS, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD, TO RAISE UP AN HEIR TO THE [SEXLESS] VOICE OF JWHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH]. AND, IN FOUR GENERATIONS MORE, AN HEIR WAS BORN, AND NAMED JOSHUA, AND HE WAS THE CHILD OF JOSEPH AND MARA, DEVOUT WORSHIPPERS OF JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], WHO STOOD ALOOF FROM ALL OTHER PEOPLE SAVE THE ESSENIANS. AND THIS JOSHUA, IN NAZARETH, REESTABLISHED JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH], AND RESTORED MANY OF THE LOST RITES AND CEREMONIES. IN THE THIRTY-SIXTH YEAR OF HIS AGE HE WAS STONED TO DEATH IN JERUSALEM…"
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THE ROUND TABLE OF KING ARTHUR.
ACCORDING TO TRADITION, ARTHUR, WHEN A BOY OF FIFTEEN, WAS CROWNED KING OF BRITAIN, IN A.D. 516. SOON AFTER HIS ASCENSION TO THE THRONE HE FOUNDED THE ORDER OF THE KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE AT WINDSOR. THEREAFTER THE KNIGHTS MET ANNUALLY AT CARLEON, WINCHESTER, OR AT CAMELOT, TO CELEBRATE PENTECOST. FROM ALL PARTS OF EUROPE CAME THE BRAVE AND THE BOLD, SEEKING ADMISSION INTO THIS NOBLE ORDER OF BRITISH KNIGHTHOOD. NOBILITY, VIRTUE, AND VALOR WERE ITS REQUIREMENTS, AND THOSE POSSESSING THESE QUALITIES TO A MARKED DEGREE WERE WELCOMED TO KING ARTHUR'S COURT AT CAMELOT. HAVING GATHERED THE BRAVEST AND NOBLEST KNIGHTS OF EUROPE ABOUT HIM, KING ARTHUR CHOSE TWENTY-FOUR WHO EXCELLED ALL THE OTHERS IN DARING AND INTEGRITY AND FORMED OF THEM HIS CIRCLE OF THE ROUND TABLE. ACCORDING TO LEGEND, EACH OF THESE KNIGHTS WAS SO GREAT IN DIGNITY AND POWER THAT NONE COULD OCCUPY A MORE EXALTED SEAT THAN ANOTHER, SO WHEN THEY GATHERED AT THE TABLE TO CELEBRATE THE ANNIVERSARY OF THEIR FOUNDATION IT WAS NECESSARY TO USE A ROUND TABLE THAT ALL MIGHT OCCUPY CHAIRS OF EQUAL IMPORTANCE. WHILE IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE ORDER OF THE ROUND TABLE HAD ITS DISTINCTIVE RITUALS AND SYMBOLS, THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEM HAS NOT SURVIVED THE AGES. ELIAS ASHMOLE, IN HIS VOLUME ON THE ORDER OF THE GARTER, INSERTED A DOUBLE-PAGE PLATE SHOWING THE INSIGNIA OF ALL THE ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD, THE BLOCK SET ASIDE FOR THE SYMBOL OF THE ROUND TABLE BEING LEFT BLANK. THE CHIEF REASON FOR THE LOSS OF THE SYMBOLISM OF THE ROUND TABLE WAS THE UNTIMELY DEATH OF KING ARTHUR UPON THE FIELD OF KAMBLAN (A.D. 542) IN THE FORTY-FIRST YEAR OF HIS LIFE. WHILE HE DESTROYED HIS BITTER ENEMY, MORDRED, IN THIS FAMOUS BATTLE, IT CAST HIM NOT ONLY HIS OWN LIFE BUT THE LIVES OF NEARLY ALL HIS KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE, WHO DIED DEFENDING THEIR COMMANDER. WITHIN THE LAST CENTURY SEVERAL BOOKS HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED TO SUPPLEMENT THE MEAGER DESCRIPTIONS IN THE GOSPELS OF JESUS AND HIS MINISTRY. IN SOME INSTANCES, THESE NARRATIVES CLAIM TO BE FOUNDED UPON EARLY MANUSCRIPTS RECENTLY DISCOVERED; IN OTHERS, UPON DIRECT SPIRITUAL REVELATION. SOME OF THESE WRITINGS ARE HIGHLY PLAUSIBLE, WHILE OTHERS ARE INCREDIBLE. THERE ARE PERSISTENT RUMORS THAT JESUS VISITED AND STUDIED IN BOTH GREECE AND INDIA, AND THAT A COIN STRUCK IN HIS HONOR IN INDIA DURING THE FIRST CENTURY HAS BEEN DISCOVERED. EARLY CHRISTIAN RECORDS ARE KNOWN TO EXIST IN TIBET, AND THE MONKS OF A BUDDHIST MONASTERY IN CEYLON STILL PRESERVE A RECORD WHICH INDICATES THAT JESUS SOJOURNED WITH THEM AND BECAME CONVERSANT WITH THEIR PHILOSOPHY. ALTHOUGH EARLY CHRISTIANITY SHOWS EVERY EVIDENCE OF ORIENTAL INFLUENCE, THIS IS A SUBJECT THE MODERN CHURCH DECLINES TO DISCUSS. IF IT IS EVER ESTABLISHED BEYOND QUESTION THAT JESUS WAS AN INITIATE OF THE PAGAN GREEK OR ASIATIC MYSTERIES, THE EFFECT UPON THE MORE CONSERVATIVE MEMBERS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IS LIKELY TO BE CATACLYSMIC. IF JESUS WAS GOD INCARNATE, AS THE SOLEMN COUNCILS OF THE CHURCH DISCOVERED, WHY IS HE REFERRED TO IN THE NEW TESTAMENT AS "CALLED OF GOD A HIGH PRIM AFTER THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK"? THE WORDS "AFTER THE ORDER" MAKE JESUS ONE OF A LINE OR ORDER OF WHICH THERE MUST HAVE BEEN OTHERS OF EQUAL OR EVEN SUPERIOR DIGNITY. IF THE "MELCHIZEDEK’S [***ADDED TEXT***THERE ARE EXACTLY 9 ETERNAL GENERAL ORDERS FROM THE LORD MELCHIZEDEK FOR THE NEW COVENANT IN PSALMS 110:4 [THRICE]; HEBREWS 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:11, 17, 21. THIS MEANS FOR ALL OF CREATION THERE IS 9 SUPREME ETERNAL SAINTLY CHRISTIAN LORDS BY THE ORDER OF THE LORD MELCHIZEDEK. THE LORD JEHOVAH AS HIGH PRIEST (LADY VICTORIA AS THE HIGH PRIESTESS) IS THE ONLY MALE-KIND OR FEMALE-KIND IN THE WOMB OF THE FATHER STEPHEN [LADY STEPHANIE] IN PSALMS 110:4. THE LORD PETER AS THE HIGH PRIEST (MYSTERY LADY AS THE HIGH PRIESTESS) IS FOR MALE AND FEMALE CHILD KIND IN HEBREWS 5:6, THE LORD JOHN AS THE HIGH PRIEST (LADY ELIZABETH [LIZ] [LIZ] [LIZ] [LIZ]AS THE HIGH PRIESTESS) IS FOR WOMANKIND/MANKIND IN HEBREWS 5:10, THE LORD JESUS AS HIGH PRIEST (LADY MARY AS THE HIGH PRIESTESS) IS FOR MANKIND/WOMANKIND IN HEBREWS 6:20, THE LORD JAMES AS THE HIGH PRIEST (LADY MARY AS THE HIGH PRIESTESS) IS A 2-FOLD OFFICE FOR THE LAW OF MALE AND FEMALE ANGEL KIND (SPIRITS, GHOSTS, PHANTOMS AND SHADOWS) & SINGLE BOY KIND/GIRL KIND IN HEBREWS 7:11, 17, THE LORD STEPHEN AS HIGH PRIEST (LADY BARBARA AS THE HIGH PRIESTESS) IS FOR LORD KIND/LADY KIND OF THE LAW IN HEBREWS 7:21, THE LORD STEPHEN AS HIGH PRIEST (LADY BARBARA AS THE HIGH PRIESTESS) IS FOR LORD KIND/LADY KIND IN PSALMS 110:4 & THE LORD YAHWEH AS HIGH PRIEST (LADY VICTORIA AS THE HIGH PRIESTESS) IS THE ONLY MALE OR FEMALE CREATOR OF THE FATHER STEPHEN [LADY STEPHANIE] THAT DOES NOT DIE IN PSALMS 110:4. THE LORD MOSES AND THE 9 HIGH PRIESTS AS THE MEDIATORS OF THE FATHER STEPHEN’S REVELATION IS IN GENESIS 4:10-16; 1ST ENOCH 22:7; MATTHEW 23:35, 37-39; HEBREWS 1:1-4; 3:7-4:11; 6:9; 7:19, 22; 10:3-4; 11:4, 37; 12:16, 19, 22-24, 25-29; 20:1 & LUKE 11:50-51; 13:34-35***ADDED TEXT***]" WERE THE DIVINE OR PRIESTLY RULERS OF THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH BEFORE THE INAUGURATION OF THE SYSTEM OF TEMPORAL RULERS, THEN THE STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO ST. PAUL WOULD INDICATE THAT JESUS EITHER WAS ONE OF THESE "PHILOSOPHIC ELECT" OR WAS ATTEMPTING TO REESTABLISH THEIR SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT. IT WILL BE REMEMBERED THAT MELCHIZEDEK ALSO PERFORMED THE SAME CEREMONY OF THE DRINKING OF WINE AND THE BREAKING OF BREAD AS DID JESUS AT THE LAST SUPPER. GEORGE FABER DECLARES THE ORIGINAL NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF JESUS WAS JESCUA HAMMASSIAH. GODFREY HIGGINS HAS DISCOVERED TWO REFERENCES, ONE IN THE MIDRASHJOHOLETH AND THE OTHER IN THE ABODAZARA (EARLY JEWISH COMMENTARIES ON THE SCRIPTURES), TO THE EFFECT THAT THE SURNAME OF JOSEPH'S FAMILY WAS PANTHER, FOR IN BOTH OF THESE WORKS IT IS STATED THAT A MAN WAS HEALED "IN THE NAME LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH OF JESUS BEN PANTHER." THE NAME PANTHER ESTABLISHES A DIRECT CONNECTION BETWEEN JESUS AND BACCHUS--WHO WAS NURSED BY PANTHERS AND IS SOMETIMES DEPICTED RIDING EITHER ON ONE OF THESE ANIMALS OR IN A CHARIOT DRAWN BY THEM. THE SKIN OF THE PANTHER WAS ALSO SACRED IN CERTAIN OF THE EGYPTIAN INITIATORY CEREMONIALS. THE MONOGRAM IHS, NOW INTERPRETED TO MEAN IESUS HOMINUM SALVATOR (JESUS, SAVIOR OF MEN), IS ANOTHER DIRECT LINK BETWEEN THE CHRISTIAN AND THE BACCHIC RITES. IHS IS DERIVED FROM THE GREEK ΥΗΣ, WHICH, AS ITS NUMERICAL VALUE (608) SIGNIFIES, IS EMBLEMATIC OF THE SUN AND CONSTITUTED THE SACRED AND CONCEALED NAME OF BACCHUS. (THE CELTIC DRUIDS BY GODFREY HIGGINS.) THE QUESTION ARISES, WAS EARLY ROMAN CHRISTIANITY CONFUSED WITH THE WORSHIP OF BACCHUS BECAUSE OF THE NUMEROUS PARALLELISMS IN THE TWO FAITHS? IF THE AFFIRMATIVE CAN BE PROVED, MANY HITHERTO INCOMPREHENSIBLE ENIGMAS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT WILL BE SOLVED. IT IS BY NO MEANS IMPROBABLE THAT JESUS HIMSELF ORIGINALLY PROPOUNDED AS ALLEGORIES THE COSMIC ACTIVITIES WHICH WERE LATER CONFUSED WITH HIS OWN LIFE. THAT THE ΧΡΙΣΤόΣ, CHRISTOS, REPRESENTS THE SOLAR POWER REVERENCED BY EVERY NATION OF ANTIQUITY CANNOT BE CONTROVERTED. IF JESUS REVEALED THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF THIS SOLAR POWER UNDER THE NAME AND PERSONALITY OF CHRISTOS, THEREBY GIVING TO THIS ABSTRACT POWER THE ATTRIBUTES OF A GOD-MAN, HE BUT FOLLOWED A PRECEDENT SET BY ALL PREVIOUS WORLD-TEACHERS. THIS GOD-MAN, THUS ENDOWED WITH ALL THE QUALITIES OF DEITY, SIGNIFIES THE LATENT DIVINITY IN EVERY MAN. MORTAL MAN ACHIEVES DEIFICATION ONLY THROUGH AT-ONE-MENT WITH THIS DIVINE SELF. UNION WITH THE IMMORTAL SELF CONSTITUTES IMMORTALITY, AND HE WHO FINDS HIS TRUE SELF IS THEREFORE "SAVED." THIS CHRISTOS, OR DIVINE MAN IN MAN, IS MAN'S REAL HOPE OF SALVATION--THE LIVING MEDIATOR BETWEEN ABSTRACT DEITY AND MORTAL HUMANKIND. AS ATYS, ADONIS, BACCHUS, AND ORPHEUS IN ALL LIKELIHOOD WERE ORIGINALLY ILLUMINED MEN WHO LATER WERE CONFUSED WITH THE SYMBOLIC PERSONAGES WHOM THEY CREATED AS PERSONIFICATIONS OF THIS DIVINE POWER, SO JESUS HAS BEEN CONFUSED WITH THE CHRISTOS, OR GOD-MAN, WHOSE WONDERS HE PREACHED. SINCE THE CHRISTOS WAS THE GOD-MAN IMPRISONED IN EVERY CREATURE, IT WAS THE FIRST DUTY OF THE INITIATE TO LIBERATE, OR "RESURRECT, " THIS ETERNAL ONE WITHIN HIMSELF. HE WHO ATTAINED REUNION WITH HIS [STEPHEN] CHRISTOS WAS CONSEQUENTLY TERMED A CHRISTIAN, OR CHRISTENED, MAN. ONE OF THE MOST PROFOUND DOCTRINES OF THE PAGAN PHILOSOPHERS CONCERNED THE UNIVERSAL SAVIOR-GOD WHO LIFTED THE SOULS OF REGENERATED MEN TO HEAVEN THROUGH HIS OWN NATURE. THIS CONCEPT WAS UNQUESTIONABLY THE INSPIRATION FOR THE WORDS ATTRIBUTED TO JESUS: "I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE: NO MAN COMETH UNTO THE FATHER [STEPHEN] BUT BY ME [JESUS]." IN AN EFFORT TO MAKE A SINGLE PERSON OUT OF JESUS AND HIS CHRISTOS, CHRISTIAN WRITERS HAVE PATCHED TOGETHER A DOCTRINE WHICH MUST BE RESOLVED BACK INTO ITS ORIGINAL CONSTITUENTS IF THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTIANITY IS TO BE REDISCOVERED. IN THE GOSPEL NARRATIVES THE CHRISTOS REPRESENTS THE PERFECT MAN WHO, HAVING PASSED THROUGH THE VARIOUS STAGES OF THE "WORLD MYSTERY" SYMBOLIZED BY THE THIRTY-THREE YEARS, ASCENDS TO THE HEAVEN SPHERE WHERE HE IS REUNITED WITH HIS ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN]. THE STORY OF JESUS AS NOW PRESERVED IS--LIKE THE MASONIC STORY OF HIRAM ABIFF--PART OF A SECRET INITIATORY RITUALISM BELONGING TO THE EARLY CHRISTIAN AND PAGAN MYSTERIES. DURING THE CENTURIES JUST PRIOR TO THE CHRISTIAN ERA, THE SECRETS OF THE PAGAN MYSTERIES HAD GRADUALLY FALLEN INTO THE HANDS OF THE PROFANE. TO THE STUDENT OF COMPARATIVE RELIGION, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THESE SECRETS, GATHERED BY A SMALL GROUP OF FAITHFUL PHILOSOPHERS AND MYSTICS, WERE RECLOTHED IN NEW SYMBOLICAL GARMENTS AND THUS PRESERVED FOR SEVERAL CENTURIES UNDER THE NAME OF MYSTIC CHRISTIANITY. IT IS GENERALLY SUPPOSED THAT THE ESSENES WERE THE CUSTODIANS OF THIS KNOWLEDGE AND ALSO THE INITIATORS AND EDUCATORS OF JESUS. IF SO, JESUS WAS UNDOUBTEDLY INITIATED IN THE SAME TEMPLE OF MELCHIZEDEK WHERE PYTHAGORAS HAD STUDIED SIX CENTURIES BEFORE. THE ESSENES--THE MOST PROMINENT OF THE EARLY SYRIAN SECTS--WERE AN ORDER OF PIOUS MEN AND WOMEN WHO LIVED LIVES OF ASCETICISM, SPENDING THEIR DAYS IN SIMPLE LABOR AND THEIR EVENINGS IN PRAYER. JOSEPHUS, THE GREAT JEWISH HISTORIAN, SPEAKS OF THEM IN THE HIGHEST TERMS. "THEY TEACH THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL," HE SAYS, "AND ESTEEM THAT THE REWARDS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ARE TO BE EARNESTLY STRIVEN FOR." IN ANOTHER PLACE HE ADDS, "YET IS THEIR COURSE OF LIFE BETTER THAN THAT OF OTHER MEN AND THEY ENTIRELY ADDICT THEMSELVES TO HUSBANDRY. " THE NAME ESSENES IS SUPPOSED TO BE DERIVED FROM AN ANCIENT SYRIAN WORD MEANING "PHYSICIAN," AND THESE, KINDLY FOLK ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE HELD AS THEIR PURPOSE OF EXISTENCE THE HEALING OF THE SICK IN MIND, SOUL, AND BODY. ACCORDING TO EDOUARD SCHURÉ, THEY HAD TWO PRINCIPAL COMMUNITIES, OR CENTERS, ONE IN EGYPT ON THE BANKS OF LAKE MAORIS, THE OTHER IN PALESTINE AT ENGADDI, NEAR THE DEAD SEA. SOME AUTHORITIES TRACE THE ESSENES BACK TO THE SCHOOLS OF SAMUEL THE PROPHET, BUT MOST AGREE ON EITHER AN EGYPTIAN OR ORIENTAL ORIGIN. THEIR METHODS OF PRAYER, MEDITATION, AND FASTING WERE NOT UNLIKE THOSE OF THE HOLY MEN OF THE FAR EAST. MEMBERSHIP IN THE ESSENE ORDER WAS POSSIBLE ONLY AFTER A YEAR OF PROBATION. THIS MYSTERY SCHOOL, LIKE SO MANY OTHERS, HAD THREE DEGREES, AND ONLY A FEW CANDIDATES PASSED SUCCESSFULLY THROUGH ALL. THE ESSENES WERE DIVIDED INTO TWO DISTINCT COMMUNITIES, ONE CONSISTING OF CELIBATES AND THE OTHER OF MEMBERS WHO WERE MARRIED. THE ESSENES NEVER BECAME MERCHANTS OR ENTERED INTO THE COMMERCIAL LIFE OF CITIES, BUT MAINTAINED THEMSELVES BY AGRICULTURE AND THE RAISING OF SHEEP FOR WOOL; ALSO, BY SUCH CRAFTS AS POTTERY AND CARPENTRY. IN THE GOSPELS AND APOCRYPHA, JOSEPH, THE [STEP-] FATHER OF JESUS, IS REFERRED TO AS BOTH A CARPENTER AND A POTTER. IN THE APOCRYPHAL GOSPEL OF THOMAS AND ALSO THAT OF PSEUDO-MATTHEW, THE CHILD JESUS IS DESCRIBED AS MAKING SPARROWS OUT OF CLAY WHICH CAME TO LIFE AND FLEW AWAY WHEN HE CLAPPED HIS HANDS. THE ESSENES WERE REGARDED AS AMONG THE BETTER EDUCATED CLASS OF JEWS AND THERE ARE ACCOUNTS OF THEIR, HAVING BEEN CHOSEN AS TUTORS FOR THE CHILDREN OF ROMAN OFFICERS STATIONED IN SYRIA. THE FACT THAT SO MANY ARTIFICERS WERE LISTED AMONG THEIR NUMBER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ORDER'S BEING CONSIDERED AS A PROGENITOR OF MODERN FREEMASONRY. THE SYMBOLS OF THE ESSENES INCLUDE A NUMBER OF BUILDERS' TOOLS, AND THEY WERE SECRETLY ENGAGED---
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THE GREAT GEORGE AND COLLAR OF THE GARTER.
THE ORDER OF THE GARTER WAS PROBABLY FORMED BY EDWARD III IN IMITATION OF KING ARTHUR'S KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE, WHICH INSTITUTION WAS HOPELESSLY SCATTERED AFTER THE BATTLE OF KAMBLAN. THE POPULAR STORY TO THE EFFECT THAT THE COUNTESS OF SALISBURY'S GARTER WAS THE ORIGINAL INSPIRATION FOR THE FOUNDATION OF THE ORDER IS UNTENABLE. THE MOTTO OF THE ORDER OF THE CARTER IS "HONI SOIT QUI MAL Y PENSE" (SHAMED BE HE WHO THINKS EVIL OF IT). ST. GEORGE IS LOOKED UPON AS THE PATRON OF THE ORDER, FOR HE TYPIFIES THE HIGHER NATURE OF MAN OVERCOMING THE DRAGON OF HIS OWN LOWER NATURE. WHILE ST. GEORGE IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE LIVED DURING THE THIRD CENTURY, IT IS PROBABLE THAT HE WAS A MYTHOLOGICAL PERSONAGE BORROWED FROM PAGAN MYTHOLOGY IN THE ERECTION OF A SPIRITUAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL TEMPLE TO SERVE AS A DWELLING PLACE FOR THE LIVING GOD. LIKE THE GNOSTICS, THE ESSENES WERE EMANATIONISTS. ONE OF THEIR CHIEF OBJECTS WAS THE REINTERPRETATION OF THE MOSAIC LAW ACCORDING TO CERTAIN SECRET SPIRITUAL KEYS PRESERVED BY THEM FROM THE TIME OF THE FOUNDING OF THEIR ORDER. IT WOULD THUS FOLLOW THAT THE ESSENES WERE QABBALISTS AND, LIKE SEVERAL OTHER CONTEMPORARY SECTS FLOURISHING IN SYRIA, WERE AWAITING THE ADVENT OF THE MESSIAH PROMISED IN THE EARLY BIBLICAL WRITINGS. JOSEPH AND MARY, THE PARENTS OF JESUS, ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN MEMBERS OF THE ESSENE ORDER. JOSEPH WAS MANY YEARS THE SENIOR OF MARY. ACCORDING TO THE PROTEVANGELIUM, HE WAS A WIDOWER WITH GROWN SONS, AND IN THE GOSPEL OF PSEUDO-MATTHEW HE REFERS TO MARY AS A LITTLE CHILD LESS IN AGE THAN HIS OWN GRANDCHILDREN. IN HER INFANCY MARY WAS DEDICATED TO THE LORD, AND THE APOCRYPHAL WRITINGS CONTAIN MANY ACCOUNTS OF MIRACLES ASSOCIATED WITH HER EARLY CHILDHOOD. WHEN SHE WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD, THE PRIESTS HELD COUNSEL AS TO THE FUTURE OF THIS CHILD WHO HAD DEDICATED HERSELF TO THE LORD, AND THE JEWISH HIGH PRIEST, BEARING THE BREASTPLATE, ENTERED INTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES, WHERE AN ANGEL APPEARED TO HIM, SAYING, "ZACHARIAS, GO FORTH AND SUMMON THE WIDOWERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LET THEM TAKE A ROD APIECE AND SHE SHALL BE THE WIFE OF HIM TO WHOM THE LORD SHALL SHOW A SIGN." GOING FORTH TO MEET THE PRIESTS AT THE HEAD OF THE WIDOWERS, JOSEPH COLLECTED THE RODS OF ALL THE OTHER MEN AND GAVE THEM INTO THE KEEPING OF THE PRIESTS. NOW JOSEPH'S ROD WAS BUT HALF AS LONG AS THE OTHERS, AND THE PRIESTS ON RETURNING THE RODS TO THE WIDOWERS PAID NO ATTENTION TO JOSEPH'S BUT LEFT IT BEHIND IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES. WHEN ALL THE OTHER WIDOWERS HAD RECEIVED BACK THEIR WANDS, THE PRIESTS AWAITED A SIGN FROM HEAVEN, BUT NONE CAME. JOSEPH, BECAUSE OF HIS ADVANCED AGE, DID NOT: ASK FOR THE RETURN OF HIS ROD, FOR TO HIM IT WAS INCONCEIVABLE THAT HE SHOULD BE CHOSEN. BUT AN ANGEL APPEARED TO THE HIGH PRIEST, ORDERING HIM TO GIVE BACK THE SHORT ROD WHICH LAY UNNOTICED IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES. AS THE HIGH PRIEST HANDED THE ROD TO JOSEPH, A WHITE DOVE FLEW FROM THE END OF IT AND RESTED UPON THE HEAD OF THE AGED CARPENTER, AND TO HIM WAS GIVEN THE CHILD. THE EDITOR OF THE SACRED BOOKS AND EARLY LITERATURE OF THE EAST CALLS ATTENTION TO THE PECULIAR SPIRIT WITH WHICH THE CHILDHOOD OF JESUS IS TREATED IN MOST OF THE APOCRYPHAL BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, PARTICULARLY IN ONE WORK ATTRIBUTED TO THE DOUBTING THOMAS, THE EARLIEST KNOWN GREEK VERSION OF WHICH DATES FROM ABOUT A.D. 200: "THE CHILD CHRIST IS REPRESENTED ALMOST AS AN IMP, CURSING AND DESTROYING THOSE WHO ANNOY HIM." THIS APOCRYPHAL WORK, CALCULATED TO INSPIRE ITS READERS WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING, WAS POPULAR DURING THE MIDDLE AGES BECAUSE IT WAS IN FULL ACCORD WITH THE CRUEL AND PERSECUTING SPIRIT OF MEDIAEVAL CHRISTIANITY. LIKE MANY OTHER EARLY SACRED BOOKS, THE BOOK OF THOMAS WAS FABRICATED FOR TWO CLOSELY ALLIED PURPOSES: FIRST, TO OUTSHINE THE PAGANS IN MIRACLE WORKING; SECOND, TO INSPIRE ALL UNBELIEVERS WITH THE "FEAR OF THE LORD." APOCRYPHAL WRITINGS OF THIS SORT HAVE NO POSSIBLE BASIS IN FACT. AT ONE TIME AN ASSET, THE "MIRACLES" OF CHRISTIANITY HAVE BECOME ITS GREATEST LIABILITY. SUPERNATURAL PHENOMENA, IN A CREDULOUS AGE INTERPOLATED TO IMPRESS THE IGNORANT, IN THIS CENTURY HAVE ONLY ACHIEVED THE ALIENATION OF THE INTELLIGENT. IN, THE GREEK GOSPEL OF NICODEMUS IT IS DECLARED THAT WHEN JESUS WAS BROUGHT INTO THE PRESENCE OF PILATE THE STANDARDS BORNE BY THE ROMAN GUARDS BOWED THEIR TOPS IN HOMAGE TO HIM IN SPITE OF EVERY EFFORT MADE BY THE SOLDIERS TO PREVENT IT. IN, THE LETTERS OF PILATE THE STATEMENT ALSO APPEARS THAT CAESAR, BEING WROTH AT PILATE FOR EXECUTING A JUST MAN, ORDERED HIM TO BE DECAPITATED. PRAYING FOR FORGIVENESS, PILATE WAS VISITED BY AN ANGEL OF THE LORD, WHO REASSURED THE ROMAN GOVERNOR BY PROMISING HIM THAT ALL CHRISTENDOM SHOULD REMEMBER HIS NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] AND THAT WHEN CHRIST CAME THE SECOND TIME TO JUDGE HIS PEOPLE, HE (PILATE) SHOULD COME BEFORE HIM AS HIS WITNESS. STORIES LIKE THE FOREGOING REPRESENT THE INCRUSTATIONS THAT HAVE ATTACHED THEMSELVES TO THE BODY OF CHRISTIANITY DURING THE CENTURIES. THE POPULAR MIND ITSELF HAS BEEN THE SELF-APPOINTED GUARDIAN AND PERPETUATOR OF THESE LEGENDS, BITTERLY OPPOSING EVERY EFFORT TO DIVEST THE FAITH OF THESE QUESTIONABLE ACCUMULATIONS. WHILE POPULAR TRADITION OFTEN CONTAINS CERTAIN BASIC ELEMENTS OF TRUTH, THESE ELEMENTS ARE USUALLY DISTORTED OUT OF ALL PROPORTION. THUS, WHILE THE GENERALITIES OF THE STORY MAY BE FUNDAMENTALLY TRUE, THE DETAILS ARE HOPELESSLY ERRONEOUS. OF TRUTH AS OF BEAUTY IT MAY BE SAID THAT IT IS MOST ADORNED WHEN UNADORNED. THROUGH THE MIST OF FANTASTIC ACCOUNTS WHICH OBSCURE THE TRUE FOUNDATION OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IS FAINTLY VISIBLE TO THE DISCERNING FEW A GREAT AND NOBLE DOCTRINE COMMUNICATED TO THE WORLD BY A GREAT AND NOBLE SOUL. JOSEPH AND MARY, TWO DEVOUT AND HOLY-MINDED SOULS, CONSECRATED TO THE SERVICE OF GOD AND DREAMING OF THE COMING OF A MESSIAH TO SERVE ISRAEL, OBEYED THE INJUNCTIONS OF THE HIGH PRIEST OF THE ESSENES TO PREPARE A BODY FOR THE COMING OF A GREAT SOUL. THUS, OF AN IMMACULATE CONCEPTION JESUS WAS BORN. BY IMMACULATE IS MEANT CLEAN, RATHER THAN SUPERNATURAL. JESUS WAS REARED AND EDUCATED BY THE ESSENES AND LATER INITIATED INTO THE MOST PROFOUND OF THEIR MYSTERIES. LIKE ALL GREAT INITIATES, HE MUST TRAVEL IN AN EASTERLY DIRECTION, AND THE SILENT YEARS OF HIS LIFE NO DOUBT WERE SPENT IN FAMILIARIZING HIMSELF WITH THAT SECRET TEACHING LATER TO BE COMMUNICATED BY HIM TO THE WORLD. HAVING CONSUMMATED THE ASCETIC PRACTICES OF HIS ORDER, HE ATTAINED TO THE CHRISTENING. HAVING THUS REUNITED HIMSELF WITH HIS OWN SPIRITUAL SOURCE, HE THEN WENT FORTH IN THE NAME [BARABBAS CHRIST] OF THE ONE WHO HAS BEEN CRUCIFIED SINCE BEFORE THE WORLDS WERE AND, GATHERING ABOUT HIM DISCIPLES AND APOSTLES, HE INSTRUCTED THEM IN THAT SECRET TEACHING WHICH HAD BEEN LOST--IN PART, AT LEAST--FROM THE DOCTRINES OF ISRAEL. HIS FATE IS UNKNOWN, BUT IN ALL PROBABILITY, HE SUFFERED THAT PERSECUTION WHICH IS THE LOT OF THOSE WHO SEEK TO RECONSTRUCT THE ETHICAL, PHILOSOPHICAL, OR RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS OF THEIR DAY. TO THE MULTITUDES JESUS SPOKE IN PARABLES; TO HIS DISCIPLES HE ALSO SPOKE IN PARABLES, THOUGH OF A MORE EXALTED AND PHILOSOPHIC NATURE. VOLTAIRE SAID THAT PLATO SHOULD HAVE BEEN CANONIZED BY THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, FOR, BEING THE FIRST PROPOUNDER OF THE CHRISTOS MYSTERY, HE CONTRIBUTED MORE TO ITS FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINES THAN ANY OTHER SINGLE INDIVIDUAL. JESUS DISCLOSED TO HIS DISCIPLES THAT THE LOWER WORLD IS UNDER THE CONTROL OF A GREAT SPIRITUAL BEING WHICH HAD FASHIONED IT ACCORDING TO THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF THE ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN]. THE MIND OF THIS GREAT ANGEL WAS BOTH THE MIND OF THE WORLD AND ALSO THE WORLDLY MIND. SO THAT MEN SHOULD NOT DIE OF WORLDLINESS THE ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN] SENT UNTO CREATION THE ELDEST AND MOST EXALTED OF HIS POWERS--THE DIVINE MIND. THIS DIVINE MIND OFFERED ITSELF AS A LIVING SACRIFICE AND WAS BROKEN UP AND EATEN BY THE WORLD. HAVING GIVEN ITS SPIRIT AND ITS BODY AT A SECRET AND SACRED SUPPER TO THE TWELVE MANNERS OF RATIONAL CREATURES, THIS DIVINE MIND BECAME A PART OF EVERY LIVING THING. MAN WAS THEREBY ENABLED TO USE THIS POWER AS A BRIDGE ACROSS WHICH HE MIGHT PASS AND ATTAIN IMMORTALITY. HE WHO LIFTED UP HIS SOUL TO THIS DIVINE MIND AND SERVED IT WAS RIGHTEOUS AND, HAVING ATTAINED RIGHTEOUSNESS, LIBERATED THIS DIVINE MIND, WHICH THEREUPON RETURNED AGAIN IN GLORY TO ITS OWN DIVINE SOURCE. AND BECAUSE HE HAD BROUGHT TO THEM THIS KNOWLEDGE, THE DISCIPLES SAID ONE TO ANOTHER: "LO, HE IS HIMSELF THIS MIND PERSONIFIED!" 
THE ARTHURIAN CYCLE & LEGEND OF THE HOLY GRAIL [SCIENCE-FICTIONS, GAMES, FABLES, MOVIES, FANTASY’S, MYTHOLOGY’S & LEGENDS CAN BE ABSOLUTELY TRUE, IF THE ALL-WISE LORD DEEMS OR MAKES IT ABSOLUTELY TRUE & 1 JOT OR TITLE OF A SECRET HINT IS IN THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, THEN ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE TO THE LORD IN MATTHEW 19:26; MARK 9:23; 10:27; 14:36; 1ST CORINTHIANS 13:7; LUKE 18:27 & ACTS 1:7; 5:39; 7:49-50; 13:41, 47; 15:16-18; 17:22-30; 29:1-2 WITH ACTS 30!!!]
ACCORDING TO LEGEND, THE BODY OF THE CHRISTOS (THE SPIRITUAL LAW) WAS GIVEN INTO THE KEEPING OF TWO MEN, OF WHOM THE GOSPELS MAKE---
[image: JAKOB BÖHME, THE TEUTONIC THEOSOPHER.]
JAKOB BÖHME, THE TEUTONIC THEOSOPHER.
JAKOB BÖHME WAS BORN IN THE YEAR 1575 IN A VILLAGE NEAR GORLITZ, AND DIED IN SILESIA IN 1624. HE HAD BUT LITTLE SCHOOLING AND WAS APPRENTICED AT AN EARLY AGE TO A SHOEMAKER. HE LATER BECAME A JOURNEYMAN SHOEMAKER, MARRIED AND HAD FOUR CHILDREN ONE DAY WHILE TENDING HIS MASTER'S SHOE SHOP, A MYSTERIOUS STRANGER ENTERED WHO WHILE HE SEEMED TO POSSESS BUT LITTLE OF THIS WORLD'S GOODS, APPEARED TO BE MOST WISE AND NOBLE IN SPIRITUAL ATTAINMENT. THE STRANGER ASKED THE PRICE OF A PAIR OF SHOES, BUT YOUNG BÖHME DID NOT DARE TO NAME A FIGURE, FOR FEAR THAT HE WOULD DISPLEASE HIS MASTER. THE STRANGER INSISTED AND BÖHME FINALLY PLACED A VALUATION WHICH HE WAS ALL THAT HIS MASTER POSSIBLY COULD HOPE TO SECURE FOR THE SHOES. THE STRANGER IMMEDIATELY BOUGHT THEM AND DEPARTED. A SHORT DISTANCE DOWN THE STREET THE MYSTERIOUS STRANGER STOPPED AND CRIED OUT IN A LOUD VOICE, "JAKOB, JAKOB COME FORTH." IN AMAZEMENT AND FRIGHT, BÖHME RAN OUT OF THE HOUSE. THE STRANGE MAN FIXED HIS YES UPON THE YOUTH--GREAT EYES WHICH SPARKLED AND SEEMED FILLED WITH DIVINE LIGHT. HE TOOK THE BOY'S RIGHT HAND AND ADDRESSED HIM AS FOLLOWS--"JAKOB, THOU ART LITTLE, BUT SHALT BE GREAT, AND BECOME ANOTHER MAN, SUCH A ONE AS AT WHOM THE WORLD SHALL WONDER. THEREFORE, BE PIOUS, FEAR GOD, AND REVERENCE HIS WORD. READ DILIGENTLY THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, WHEREIN YOU HAVE COMFORT AND INSTRUCTION. FOR THOU MUST ENDURE MUCH MISERY AND POVERTY, AND SUFFER PERSECUTION, BUT BE COURAGEOUS AND PERSEVERE, FAR GOD [SEXLESSLY] LOVES, AND IS GRACIOUS TO THEE." DEEPLY IMPRESSED BY THE PREDICTION, BÖHME BECAME EVER MORE INTENSE IN HIS SEARCH FOR TRUTH. AT LAST HIS LABORS WERE REWORDED. FOR SEVEN DAYS HE REMAINED IN A MYSTERIOUS CONDITION DURING WHICH TIME THE MYSTERIES OF THE INVISIBLE WORLD WERE REVEALED TO HIM. IT HAS BEEN SAID OF JAKOB BÖHME THAT HE REVEALED TO ALL MANKIND THE DEEPEST SECRETS OF ALCHEMY. HE DIED SURROUNDED BY HIS FAMILY, HIS LAST WORDS BEING "NOW I GO HENCE INTO PARADISE" BUT BRIEF MENTION. THESE WERE NICODEMUS AND JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA, BOTH DEVOUT MEN WHO, THOUGH NOT LISTED AMONG THE DISCIPLES OR APOSTLES OF THE CHRISTOS, WERE OF ALL MEN CHOSEN TO BE CUSTODIANS [FIDUCIARIES] OF HIS SACRED REMAINS. JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA WAS ONE OF THE INITIATED BRETHREN AND IS CALLED BY A. E. WAITE, IN HIS A NEW ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FREEMASONRY, "THE 1ST BISHOP OF CHRISTENDOM" JUST AS THE TEMPORAL (OR VISIBLE) POWER OF THE HOLY SEE WAS ESTABLISHED BY ST. PETER(?), SO THE SPIRITUAL (OR INVISIBLE) BODY OF THE FAITH WAS ENTRUSTED TO THE "SECRET CHURCH OF THE HOLY GRAIL" THROUGH APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION FROM JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA, INTO WHOSE KEEPING HAD BEEN GIVEN THE PERPETUAL SYMBOLS OF THE COVENANT--THE EVER-FLOWING CUP AND THE BLEEDING SPEAR. PRESUMABLY OBEYING INSTRUCTIONS OF ST. PHILIP, JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA, CARRYING THE SACRED RELICS, REACHED BRITAIN AFTER PASSING THROUGH MANY AND VARIED HARDSHIPS. HERE A SITE WAS ALLOTTED TO HIM FOR THE ERECTION OF A CHURCH, AND IN THIS MANNER, GLASTONBURY ABBEY WAS FOUNDED. JOSEPH PLANTED HIS STAFF IN THE EARTH AND IT TOOK ROOT, BECOMING A MIRACULOUS THORN BUSH WHICH BLOSSOMED TWICE A YEAR AND WHICH IS NOW CALLED THE GLASTONBURY THORN. THE END OF THE LIFE OF JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA IS UNKNOWN. BY SOME IT IS BELIEVED THAT, LIKE ENOCH, HE WAS TRANSLATED; BY OTHERS, THAT HE WAS BURIED IN GLASTONBURY ABBEY. REPEATED ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO FIND THE HOLY GRAIL, WHICH MANY BELIEVE TO HAVE BEEN HIDDEN IN A CRYPT BENEATH THE ANCIENT ABBEY. THE GLASTONBURY CHALICE RECENTLY DISCOVERED AND BY THE DEVOUT SUPPOSED TO BE THE ORIGINAL SANGREAL CAN SCARCELY BE ACCEPTED AS GENUINE BY THE CRITICAL INVESTIGATOR. BEYOND ITS INHERENT INTEREST AS A RELIC, LIKE THE FAMOUS ANTIOCH CHALICE IT ACTUALLY PROVES NOTHING WHEN IT IS REALIZED THAT PRACTICALLY LITTLE MORE WAS KNOWN ABOUT THE CHRISTIAN MYSTERIES EIGHTEEN CENTURIES AGO THAN CAN BE DISCOVERED TODAY. THE ORIGIN OF THE GRAIL MYTH, AS OF NEARLY EVERY OTHER ELEMENT IN THE GREAT DRAMA, IS CURIOUSLY ELUSIVE. SUFFICIENT FOUNDATION FOR IT MAY BE FOUND IN THE FOLKLORE OF THE BRITISH ISLES, WHICH CONTAINS MANY ACCOUNTS OF MAGIC CAULDRONS, KETTLES, CUPS, AND DRINKING HORNS. THE EARLIEST GRAIL LEGENDS DESCRIBE THE CUP AS A VERITABLE HORN OF PLENTY. ITS CONTENTS WERE INEXHAUSTIBLE AND THOSE WHO SERVED IT NEVER HUNGERED OR THIRSTED. ONE ACCOUNT, STATES THAT NO MATTER HOW DESPERATELY ILL A PERSON MIGHT BE HE COULD NOT DIE WITHIN EIGHT DAYS OF BEHOLDING THE CUP. SOME AUTHORITIES BELIEVE THE HOLY GRAIL TO BE THE PERPETUATION OF THE HOLY CUP USED IN THE RITES OF ADONIS AND ATYS. A COMMUNION CUP OR CHALICE WAS USED IN SEVERAL OF THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES, AND THE GOD BACCHUS IS FREQUENTLY SYMBOLIZED IN THE FORM OF A VASE, CUP, OR URN. IN NATURE WORSHIP THE EVER-FLOWING GRAIL SIGNIFIES THE BOUNTY OF THE HARVEST BY WHICH THE LIFE OF MAN IS SUSTAINED; LIKE MERCURY'S BOTTOMLESS PITCHER, IT IS THE INEXHAUSTIBLE FOUNTAIN OF NATURAL RE SOURCE. FROM THE EVIDENCE AT HAND IT WOULD INDEED BE ERRONEOUS TO ASCRIBE A PURELY CHRISTIAN ORIGIN TO THE GRAIL SYMBOLISM. IN THE ARTHURIAN CYCLE APPEARS A STRANGE AND MYSTERIOUS FIGURE--MERLIN, THE MAGICIAN. IN ONE OF THE LEGENDS CONCERNING HIM IT IS DECLARED THAT WHEN JESUS WAS SENT TO LIBERATE THE WORLD FROM THE BONDAGE OF EVIL, THE ADVERSARY DETERMINED TO SEND AN ANTICHRIST TO UNDO HIS LABORS. THE DEVIL THEREFORE IN THE FORM OF A HORRIBLE DRAGON OVERSHADOWED A YOUNG WOMAN WHO HAD TAKEN REFUGE IN SANCTUARY TO ESCAPE THE EVIL WHICH HAD DESTROYED HER FAMILY. WHEN MERLIN, HER CHILD, WAS BORN HE PARTOOK OF THE CHARACTERISTICS OF HIS HUMAN MOTHER AND DEMON FATHER. MERLIN, HOWEVER, DID NOT SERVE THE POWERS OF DARKNESS BUT, BEING CONVERTED TO THE TRUE LIGHT, RETAINED ONLY TWO OF THE SUPERNATURAL POWERS INHERITED FROM HIS FATHER: PROPHECY AND MIRACLE WORKING. THE STORY OF MERLIN'S INFERNAL FATHER MUST REALLY BE CONSIDERED AS AN ALLEGORICAL ALLUSION TO THE FACT THAT HE WAS A "PHILOSOPHICAL SON" OF THE SERPENT OR DRAGON, A TITLE APPLIED TO ALL INITIATES OF THE MYSTERIES, WHO THUS ACKNOWLEDGE NATURE AS THEIR MORTAL MOTHER AND WISDOM IN THE FORM OF THE SERPENT OR DRAGON AS THEIR IMMORTAL FATHER. CONFUSION OF THE DRAGON AND SERPENT WITH THE POWERS OF EVIL HAS RESULTED AS AN INEVITABLE CONSEQUENCE FROM MISINTERPRETATION OF THE EARLY CHAPTERS OF GENESIS. ARTHUR WHILE AN INFANT WAS GIVEN INTO THE KEEPING OF MERLIN, THE MAGE, AND IN HIS YOUTH INSTRUCTED BY HIM IN THE SECRET DOCTRINE AND PROBABLY INITIATED INTO THE DEEPEST SECRETS OF NATURAL MAGIC. WITH MERLIN'S ASSISTANCE, ARTHUR BECAME THE LEADING GENERAL OF BRITAIN, A DEGREE OF DIGNITY WHICH HAS BEEN CONFUSED WITH KINGSHIP. AFTER ARTHUR HAD DRAWN THE SWORD OF BRANSTOCK FROM THE ANVIL AND THUS ESTABLISHED HIS DIVINE RIGHT TO LEADERSHIP, MERLIN FURTHER ASSISTED HIM TO SECURE FROM THE LADY OF THE LAKE THE SACRED SWORD EXCALIBUR. AFTER THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ROUND TABLE, HAVING FULFILLED HIS DUTY, MERLIN DISAPPEARED, ACCORDING TO ONE ACCOUNT VANISHING INTO THE AIR, WHERE HE STILL EXISTS AS A SHADOW COMMUNICATING AT WILL WITH MORTALS; ACCORDING TO ANOTHER, RETIRING OF HIS OWN ACCORD INTO A GREAT STONE VAULT WHICH HE SEALED FROM WITHIN. IT IS REASONABLY CERTAIN THAT MANY LEGENDS REGARDING CHARLEMAGNE WERE LATER ASSOCIATED WITH ARTHUR, WHO IS MOST FAMOUS FOR ESTABLISHING THE ORDER OF THE ROUND TABLE AT WINCHESTER. RELIABLE INFORMATION IS NOT TO BE HAD CONCERNING THE CEREMONIES AND INITIATORY RITUALS OF THE "TABLE ROUND." IN ONE STORY THE TABLE WAS ENDOWED WITH THE POWERS OF EXPANSION AND CONTRACTION SO THAT FIFTEEN OR FIFTEEN HUNDRED COULD BE SEATED AROUND IT, ACCORDING TO WHATEVER NEED MIGHT ARISE. THE MOST COMMON ACCOUNTS FIX THE NUMBER OF KNIGHTS WHO COULD BE SEATED AT ONE TIME AT THE ROUND TABLE AT EITHER TWELVE OR TWENTY-FOUR. THE TWELVE SIGNIFIED THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC AND ALSO THE APOSTLES OF JESUS. THE KNIGHTS' NAMES AND ALSO THEIR HERALDIC ARMS WERE EMBLAZONED UPON THEIR CHAIRS. WHEN TWENTY-FOUR ARE SHOWN SEATED AT THE TABLE, EACH OF THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC IS DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS--A LIGHT AND A DARK HALF--TO SIGNIFY THE NOCTURNAL AND DIURNAL PHASES OF EACH SIGN. AS EACH SIGN OF THE ZODIAC IS ASCENDING FOR TWO HOURS EVERY DAY, SO THE TWENTY-FOUR KNIGHTS REPRESENT THE HOURS, THE TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS BEFORE THE THRONE IN REVELATION, AND TWENTY-FOUR PERSIAN DEITIES WHO REPRESENT THE SPIRITS OF THE DIVISIONS OF THE DAY. IN THE CENTER OF THE TABLE WAS THE SYMBOLIC ROSE OF THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE SYMBOL OF RESURRECTION IN THAT HE "ROSE" FROM THE DEAD. THERE WAS ALSO A MYSTERIOUS EMPTY SEAT CALLED THE SIEGE PERILOUS IN WHICH NONE MIGHT SIT EXCEPT HE WHO WAS SUCCESSFUL IN HIS QUEST FOR THE HOLY GRAD. IN THE PERSONALITY OF ARTHUR IS TO BE FOUND A NEW FORM OF THE EVER-RECURRENT COSMIC MYTH. THE PRINCE OF BRITAIN IS THE SUN, HIS KNIGHTS ARE THE ZODIAC, AND HIS FLASHING SWORD MAY BE THE SUN'S RAY WITH WHICH HE FIGHTS AND VANQUISHES THE DRAGONS OF DARKNESS OR IT MAY REPRESENT THE EARTH'S AXIS. ARTHUR'S ROUND TABLE IS THE UNIVERSE; THE SIEGE PERILOUS THE THRONE OF THE PERFECT MAN. IN ITS TERRESTRIAL SENSE, ARTHUR WAS THE GRAND MASTER OF A SECRET CHRISTIAN-MASONIC BROTHERHOOD OF PHILOSOPHIC MYSTICS WHO TERMED THEMSELVES KNIGHTS. ARTHUR RECEIVED THE EXALTED POSITION OF GRAND MASTER OF THESE KNIGHTS BECAUSE HE HAD FAITHFULLY ACCOMPLISHED THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE SWORD (SPIRIT) FROM THE ANVIL OF THE BASE METALS (HIS LOWER NATURE). AS INVARIABLY HAPPENS, THE HISTORICAL ARTHUR SOON WAS CONFUSED WITH THE ALLEGORIES AND MYTHS OF HIS ORDER UNTIL NOW THE TWO ARE INSEPARABLE. AFTER ARTHUR'S DEATH ON THE FIELD OF KAMBLAN HIS MYSTERIES CEASED, AND ESOTERICALLY HE WAS BORNE AWAY ON A BLACK BARGE, AS IS SO BEAUTIFULLY DESCRIBED BY TENNYSON IN HIS MORTE D'ARTHUR. THE GREAT SWORD EXCALIBUR WAS ALSO CAST BACK INTO THE WATERS OF ETERNITY--ALL OF WHICH IS A VIVID PORTRAYAL OF THE DESCENT OF COSMIC NIGHT AT THE END OF THE DAY OF UNIVERSAL MANIFESTATION. THE BODY OF THE HISTORICAL ARTHUR WAS PROBABLY INTERRED AT GLASTONBURY ABBEY, A BUILDING CLOSELY IDENTIFIED WITH THE MYSTIC RITES OF BOTH THE GRAIL AND THE ARTHURIAN CYCLE. THE MEDIAEVAL ROSICRUCIAN’S WERE UNDOUBTEDLY IN POSSESSION OF THE TRUE SECRET OF THE ARTHURIAN CYCLE AND THE GRAIL LEGEND, MUCH OF THEIR SYMBOLISM HAVING BEEN INCORPORATED INTO THAT ORDER. THOUGH THE MOST OBVIOUS OF ALL KEYS TO THE CHRISTOS MYSTERY, THE GRAIL LEGEND HAS RECEIVED THE LEAST CONSIDERATION.
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THE NIMBUS AND AUREOLE IN SYMBOLISM.
THE GOLDEN HALOS AROUND THE HEADS OF PAGAN GODS AND CHRISTIAN SAINTS REFER BOTH TO THEIR BEING BATHED IN THE GLORY OF THE SUN AND ALSO TO THE FACT THAT A SPIRITUAL SUN WITHIN THEIR OWN NATURES IS RADIATING ITS GLOW-RAY AND SURROUNDING THEM WITH CELESTIAL SPLENDOR. WHENEVER THE NIMBUS IS COMPOSED OF STRAIGHT RADIANT LINES, IT IS SOLAR IN SIGNIFICANCE; WHENEVER CURVED LINES ARE USED FOR BEAMS, IT PARTAKES LUNAR NATURE; WHENEVER THEY ARE UNITED, IT SYMBOLIZES A, HARMONIOUS BLENDING OF BOTH PRINCIPLES. THE CIRCULAR NIMBUS IS SOLAR AND MASCULINE, WHILE THE LOZENGE-SHAPED NIMBUS, OR VESICA PISCIS, IS LUNAR AND FEMININE. THE SAME SYMBOLISM IS PRESERVED IN THE CIRCULAR AND LOZENGE-SHAPED WINDOWS OF CATHEDRALS. THERE IS A COMPLETE SCIENCE CONTAINED IN THE SHAPE, COLOR, AND ADORNMENTS OF THE HALOS OF SAINTS AND MARTYRS. A PLAIN GOLDEN RING USUALLY SURROUNDS THE HEAD OF A CANONIZED SAINT, WHILE GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND GOD THE SON [JESUS] HAVE A FAR MORE ORNATE AUREOLE, USUALLY ADORNED WITH A ST. GEORGE CROSS, A FLOWERED CROSS, OR A LILIED CROSS, WITH ONLY THREE OF THE ARMS VISIBLE.
THE CROSS AND THE CRUCIFIXION
ONE OF THE MOST INTERESTING LEGENDS CONCERNING THE CROSS IS THAT PRESERVED IN AUREA LEGENDA, BY JACOBUS DE VORGAINE. THE STORY IS TO THE EFFECT THAT ADAM, FEELING THE END OF HIS LIFE WAS NEAR, ENTREATED HIS SON SETH TO MAKE A PILGRIMAGE TO THE GARDEN OF EDEN AND SECURE FROM THE ANGEL ON GUARD AT THE ENTRANCE THE OIL OF MERCY WHICH GOD HAD PROMISED MANKIND. SETH DID NOT KNOW THE WAY; BUT HIS FATHER TOLD HIM IT WAS IN AN EASTWARD DIRECTION, AND THE PATH WOULD BE EASY TO FOLLOW, FOR WHEN ADAM AND EVE WERE BANISHED FROM THE GARDEN OF THE LORD, UPON THE PATH WHICH THEIR FEET HAD TROD THE GRASS HAD NEVER GROWN. SETH, FOLLOWING THE DIRECTIONS OF HIS FATHER, DISCOVERED THE GARDEN OF EDEN WITHOUT DIFFICULTY. THE ANGEL WHO GUARDED THE GATE PERMITTED HIM TO ENTER, AND IN THE MIDST OF THE GARDEN SETH BEHELD A GREAT TREE, THE BRANCHES OF WHICH REACHED UP TO HEAVEN. THE TREE WAS IN THE FORM OF A CROSS, AND STOOD ON THE BRINK OF A PRECIPICE WHICH LED DOWNWARD INTO THE DEPTHS OF HELL. AMONG THE ROOTS OF THE TREE HE SAW THE BODY OF HIS BROTHER CAIN, HELD PRISONER BY THE ENTWINING LIMBS. THE ANGEL REFUSED TO GIVE SETH THE OIL OF MERCY, BUT PRESENTED HIM INSTEAD WITH THREE SEEDS FROM THE TREE OF LIFE (SOME SAY THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE). WITH THESE SETH RETURNED TO HIS FATHER, WHO WAS SO OVERJOYED THAT HE DID NOT [SEXLESSLY] DESIRE TO LIVE LONGER. THREE DAYS LATER HE DIED, AND THE THREE SEEDS WERE BURIED IN HIS MOUTH, AS THE ANGEL HAD INSTRUCTED. THE SEEDS BECAME A SAPLING WITH THREE TRUNKS IN ONE, WHICH ABSORBED INTO ITSELF THE BLOOD OF ADAM, SO THAT THE LIFE OF ADAM WAS IN THE TREE. NOAH DUG UP THIS TREE BY THE ROOTS AND TOOK IT WITH HIM INTO THE ARK. AFTER THE WATERS SUBSIDED, HE BURIED THE SKULL OF ADAM UNDER MOUNT CALVARY, AND PLANTED THE TREE ON THE SUMMIT OF MOUNT LEBANON. MOSES BEHELD A VISIONARY BEING IN THE MIDST OF THIS TREE (THE BURNING BUSH) AND FROM IT CUT THE MAGICAL ROD WITH WHICH HE WAS ABLE TO BRING WATER OUT OF A STONE. BUT BECAUSE HE FAILED TO CALL UPON THE LORD THE SECOND TIME, HE STRUCK THE ROCK, HE WAS NOT PERMITTED TO CARRY THE SACRED STAFF INTO THE PROMISED LAND; SO, HE PLANTED IT IN THE HILLS OF MOAB. AFTER MUCH SEARCHING, KING DAVID DISCOVERED THE TREE; AND HIS SON, SOLOMON, TRIED TO USE IT FOR A PILLAR IN HIS TEMPLE, BUT HIS CARPENTERS COULD NOT CUT IT SO THAT IT WOULD FIT; IT WAS ALWAYS EITHER TOO LONG OR TOO SHORT. AT LAST, DISGUSTED, THEY CAST IT ASIDE AND USED IT FOR A BRIDGE TO CONNECT JERUSALEM WITH THE SURROUNDING HILLS. WHEN THE QUEEN OF SHEBA CAME TO VISIT KING SOLOMON SHE WAS EXPECTED TO WALK ACROSS THIS BRIDGE. INSTEAD, WHEN SHE BEHELD THE TREE, SHE REFUSED TO PUT HER FOOT UPON IT, BUT, AFTER KNEELING AND PRAYING, REMOVED HER SANDALS AND FORDED THE STREAM. THIS SO IMPRESSED KING SOLOMON THAT HE ORDERED THE LOG TO BE OVERLAID WITH GOLDEN PLACES AND PLACED ABOVE THE DOOR OF HIS TEMPLE. THERE IT REMAINED UNTIL HIS COVETOUS GRANDSON STOLE THE GOLD, AND BURIED THE TREE SO THAT THE CRIME WOULD NOT BE DISCOVERED. FROM THE GROUND WHERE THE TREE WAS BURIED THERE IMMEDIATELY BUBBLED FORTH A SPRING OF WATER, WHICH BECAME KNOWN AS BETHESDA. TO IT THE SICK FROM ALL SYRIA CAME TO BE HEALED. THE ANGEL OF THE POOL BECAME THE GUARDIAN OF THE TREE, AND IT REMAINED UNDISTURBED FOR MANY YEARS. EVENTUALLY THE LOG FLOATED TO THE SURFACE AND WAS USED AS A BRIDGE AGAIN, THIS TIME BETWEEN CALVARY AND JERUSALEM; AND OVER IT, JESUS PASSED TO BE CRUCIFIED. THERE WAS NO WOOD ON CALVARY; SO, THE TREE WAS CUT INTO TWO PARTS TO SERVE AS THE CROSS UPON WHICH THE SON OF MAN WAS CRUCIFIED. THE CROSS WAS SET UP AT THE VERY SPOT WHERE THE SKULL OF ADAM HAD BEEN BURIED. LATER, WHEN THE CROSS WAS DISCOVERED BY THE EMPRESS HELENA, THE WOOD WAS FOUND TO BE OF FOUR DIFFERENT VARIETIES CONTAINED IN ONE TREE (REPRESENTING THE ELEMENTS [EARTH, WATER, AIR & FIRE]), AND THEREAFTER THE CROSS CONTINUED TO HEAL ALL THE SICK WHO WERE PERMITTED TO TOUCH IT. THE PREVALENT IDEA THAT THE REVERENCE FOR THE CROSS IS LIMITED TO THE CHRISTIAN WORLD IS DISPROVED BY EVEN THE MOST SUPERFICIAL INVESTIGATION OF ITS PLACE IN RELIGIOUS SYMBOLISM. THE EARLY CHRISTIANS USED EVERY MEANS POSSIBLE TO CONCEAL THE PAGAN ORIGIN OF THEIR SYMBOLS, DOCTRINES, AND RITUALS. THEY EITHER DESTROYED THE SACRED BOOKS OF OTHER PEOPLES AMONG WHOM THEY SETTLED, OR MADE THEM INACCESSIBLE TO STUDENTS OF COMPARATIVE PHILOSOPHY, APPARENTLY BELIEVING THAT IN THIS WAY THEY COULD STAMP OUT ALL RECORD OF THE PRE-CHRISTIAN ORIGIN OF THEIR DOCTRINES. IN SOME CASES, THE WRITINGS OF VARIOUS ANCIENT AUTHORS WERE TAMPERED WITH, PASSAGES OF A COMPROMISING NATURE BEING REMOVED OR FOREIGN MATERIAL INTERPOLATED. THE SUPPOSEDLY SPURIOUS PASSAGE IN JOSEPHUS CONCERNING JESUS IS AN EXAMPLE ADDUCED TO ILLUSTRATE THIS PROCLIVITY. 
THE LOST LIBRARIES OF ALEXANDRIA
PRIOR TO THE CHRISTIAN ERA SEVEN HUNDRED THOUSAND OF THE MOST VALUABLE BOOKS, WRITTEN UPON PARCHMENT, PAPYRUS, VELLUM, AND WAX, AND ALSO TABLETS OF STONE, TERRA COTTA, AND WOOD, WERE GATHERED FROM ALL PARTS OF THE ANCIENT WORLD AND HOUSED IN ALEXANDRIA, IN BUILDINGS SPECIALLY PREPARED FOR THE PURPOSE. THIS MAGNIFICENT REPOSITORY OF KNOWLEDGE WAS DESTROYED BY A SERIES OF THREE FIRES. THE PARTS THAT ESCAPED THE CONFLAGRATION LIGHTED BY CAESAR TO DESTROY THE FLEET IN THE HARBOR WERE DESTROYED ABOUT A.D. 389 BY THE CHRISTIANS IN OBEDIENCE TO THE EDICT OF THEODOSIUS, WHO HAD ORDERED THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SERAPEUM, A BUILDING SACRED TO SERAPIS IN WHICH THE VOLUMES WERE KEPT. THIS CONFLAGRATION IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE DESTROYED THE LIBRARY THAT MARCUS ANTONIUS HAD PRESENTED TO CLEOPATRA TO COMPENSATE IN PART FOR THAT BURNED IN THE FIRE OF THE YEAR 51. CONCERNING THIS, H. P. BLAVATSKY, IN ISIS UNVEILED, HAS WRITTEN: "THEY [THE RABBIS OF PALESTINE AND THE WISE MEN] SAY THAT NOT ALL THE ROLLS AND MANUSCRIPTS, REPORTED IN HISTORY TO HAVE BEEN BURNED BY CAESAR, BY THE CHRISTIAN MOB, IN 389, AND BY THE ARAB GENERAL AMRU, PERISHED AS IT IS COMMONLY BELIEVED; AND THE STORY THEY TELL IS THE FOLLOWING: AT THE TIME OF THE CONTEST FOR THE THRONE, IN 51 B. C., BETWEEN CLEOPATRA AND HER BROTHER DIONYSIUS PTOLEMY, THE BRUCKION, WHICH CONTAINED OVER SEVEN HUNDRED THOUSAND ROLLS ALL BOUND IN WOOD AND FIRE-PROOF PARCHMENT, WAS UNDERGOING REPAIRS AND A GREAT PORTION OF THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS, CONSIDERED AMONG THE MOST PRECIOUS, AND WHICH WERE NOT DUPLICATED, WERE STORED AWAY IN THE HOUSE OF ONE OF THE LIBRARIANS. SEVERAL HOURS PASSED BETWEEN THE BURNING OF THE FLEET, SET ON FIRE BY CAESAR'S ORDER, AND THE MOMENT WHEN THE FIRST BUILDINGS SITUATED NEAR THE HARBOR CAUGHT FIRE IN THEIR TURN; AND…THE LIBRARIANS, AIDED BY SEVERAL HUNDRED SLAVES ATTACHED TO THE MUSEUM, SUCCEEDED IN SAVING THE MOST PRECIOUS OF THE ROLLS." IN ALL PROBABILITY, THE BOOKS WHICH WERE SAVED LIE BURIED EITHER IN EGYPT OR IN INDIA, AND UNTIL THEY ARE DISCOVERED THE MODERN WORLD MUST REMAIN IN IGNORANCE CONCERNING MANY GREAT PHILOSOPHICAL AND MYSTICAL TRUTHS. THE ANCIENT WORLD MORE CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THESE MISSING LINKS--THE CONTINUITY OF THE PAGAN MYSTERIES IN CHRISTIANITY.
THE CROSS IN PAGAN SYMBOLISM
IN HIS ARTICLE ON THE CROSS AND CRUCIFIXION IN THE ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA, THOMAS MACALL FALLOW CASTS MUCH LIGHT ON THE ANTIQUITY OF THIS IDEOGRAPH. "THE USE OF THE CROSS AS A RELIGIOUS SYMBOL IN PRE-CHRISTIAN TIMES, AND AMONG NON-CHRISTIAN PEOPLES, MAY---
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HISTORY OF THE HOLY CROSS.
 (1) ADAM DIRECTING SETH HOW TO REACH THE GARDEN OF EDEN. (2) SETH PLACING THE THREE SEEDS FROM THE TREE OF LIFE UNDER THE TONGUE OF THE DEAD ADAM. (3) THE QUEEN OF SHEBA, REFUSING TO PLACE HER FEET UPON THE SACRED TREE, FORDED THE STREAM. (4) PLACING THE SACRED TREE OVER THE DOOR OF SOLOMON'S TEMPLE. (5) THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST UPON A CROSS MADE FROM THE WOOD OF THE HOLY TREE. (6) DISTINGUISHING THE TRUE CROSS FROM THE OTHER TWO BY TESTING ITS POWER TO RAISE A CORPSE TO LIFE PROBABLY BE REGARDED AS ALMOST UNIVERSAL, AND IN VERY MANY CASES IT WAS CONNECTED WITH SOME FORM OF NATURE WORSHIP." NOT ONLY IS THE CROSS ITSELF A FAMILIAR OBJECT IN THE ART OF ALL NATIONS, BUT THE VENERATION FOR IT IS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THE RELIGIOUS LIFE OF THE GREATER PART OF HUMANITY. IT IS A COMMON SYMBOL AMONG THE AMERICAN INDIANS--NORTH, CENTRAL, AND SOUTH. WILLIAM W. SEYMOUR STATES: "THE AZTEC GODDESS OF RAIN BORE A CROSS IN HER HAND, AND THE TOLTECS CLAIMED THAT THEIR DEITY, QUETZALCOATL, TAUGHT THEM THE SIGN AND RITUAL OF THE CROSS, HENCE HIS STAFF, OR SCEPTER OF POWER, RESEMBLED A CROSIER, AND HIS MANTLE WAS COVERED WITH RED CROSSES." (THE CROSS IN TRADITION, HISTORY AND ART.) THE CROSS IS ALSO HIGHLY REVERED BY THE JAPANESE AND CHINESE. TO THE PYTHAGOREANS THE MOST SACRED OF ALL NUMBERS WAS THE 10, THE SYMBOL OF WHICH IS AN X, OR CROSS. IN BOTH THE JAPANESE AND CHINESE LANGUAGES, THE CHARACTER OF THE NUMBER 10 IS A CROSS. THE BUDDHIST WHEEL OF LIFE IS COMPOSED OF TWO CROSSES SUPERIMPOSED, AND ITS EIGHT POINTS ARE STILL PRESERVED TO CHRISTENDOM IN THE PECULIARLY FORMED CROSS OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS, WHICH IS ESSENTIALLY BUDDHISTIC. INDIA HAS PRESERVED THE CROSS, NOT ONLY IN ITS CARVINGS AND PAINTINGS, BUT ALSO IN ITS ARCHITECTONICS; A GREAT NUMBER OF ITS TEMPLES--LIKE THE CHURCHES AND CATHEDRALS OF CHRISTENDOM--ARE RAISED FROM CRUCIFORM FOUNDATIONS. ON THE MANDALAS OF THE TIBETANS, HEAVEN IS LAID OUT IN THE FORM OF A CROSS, WITH A DEMON KING AT EACH OF THE FOUR GATES. A REMARKABLE CROSS OF GREAT ANTIQUITY WAS DISCOVERED IN THE ISLAND CAVES OF ELEPHANTA IN THE HARBOR OF BOMBAY. CROSSES OF VARIOUS KINDS WERE FAVORITE MOTIFS IN THE ART OF CHALDEA, PHŒNICIA, EGYPT, AND ASSYRIA. THE INITIATES OF THE ELEUSINIAN MYSTERIES OF GREECE WERE GIVEN A CROSS WHICH THEY SUSPENDED ABOUT THEIR NECKS ON A CHAIN, OR CORD, AT THE TIME OF INITIATION. TO THE ROSICRUCIAN’S, ALCHEMISTS, AND ILLUMINATI, THE CROSS WAS THE SYMBOL OF LIGHT, BECAUSE EACH OF THE THREE LETTERS L V X IS DERIVED FROM SOME PART OF THE CROSS.
THE TAU CROSS
THERE ARE THREE DISTINCT FORMS OF THE CROSS. THE FIRST IS CALLED THE TAU (MORE CORRECTLY THE TAV). IT CLOSELY RESEMBLES THE MODERN LETTER T, CONSISTING OF A HORIZONTAL BAR RESTING ON A VERTICAL COLUMN, THE TWO ARMS BEING OF EQUAL LENGTH. AN OAK TREE CUT OFF SOME FEET ABOVE THE GROUND AND ITS UPPER PART LAID ACROSS THE LOWER IN THIS FORM WAS THE SYMBOL OF THE DRUID GOD HU. IT IS SUSPECTED THAT THIS SYMBOL ORIGINATED AMONG THE EGYPTIANS FROM THE SPREAD OF THE HORNS OF A BULL OR RAM (TAURUS OR ARIES) AND THE VERTICAL LINE OF ITS FACE. THIS IS SOMETIMES DESIGNATED AS THE HAMMER CROSS, BECAUSE IF HELD BY ITS VERTICAL BASE IT IS NOT UNLIKE A MALLET OR GAVEL. IN ONE OF THE QABBALISTIC MASONIC LEGENDS, CHIRAM ABIFF IS GIVEN A HAMMER IN THE FORM OF A TAU BY HIS ANCESTOR, TUBAL-CAIN. THE TAU CROSS IS PRESERVED TO MODERN MASONRY UNDER THE SYMBOL OF THE T SQUARE. THIS APPEARS TO BE THE OLDEST FORM OF THE CROSS EXTANT. THE TAU CROSS WAS INSCRIBED ON THE FOREHEAD OF EVERY PERSON ADMITTED INTO THE MYSTERIES OF MITHRAS. WHEN A KING WAS INITIATED INTO THE EGYPTIAN MYSTERIES, THE TAU WAS PLACED AGAINST HIS LIPS. IT WAS TATTOOED UPON THE BODIES OF THE CANDIDATES IN SOME OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN MYSTERIES. TO THE QABBALIST, THE TAU STOOD FOR HEAVEN AND THE PYTHAGOREAN TETRACTYS. THE CADUCEUS OF HERMES WAS AN OUTGROWTH OF THE TAU CROSS. (ALBERT PIKE.)
THE CRUX ANSATA
THE SECOND TYPE WAS THAT OF A T, OR TAU, CROSS SURMOUNTED BY A CIRCLE, OFTEN FORESHORTENED TO THE FORM OF AN UPRIGHT OVAL. THIS WAS CALLED BY THE ANCIENTS THE CRUX ANSATA, OR THE CROSS OF LIFE. IT WAS THE KEY TO THE MYSTERIES OF ANTIQUITY AND IT PROBABLY GAVE RISE TO THE MORE MODERN STORY OF ST. PETER'S GOLDEN KEY TO HEAVEN. IN THE MYSTERIES OF EGYPT, THE CANDIDATE PASSED THROUGH ALL FORMS OF ACTUAL AND IMAGINARY DANGERS, HOLDING ABOVE HIS HEAD THE CRUX ANSATA, BEFORE WHICH THE POWERS OF DARKNESS FELL BACK ABASHED. THE STUDENT IS REMINDED OF THE WORDS, IN HOC SIGNO VINCES. THE TAU FORM OF THE CROSS IS NOT UNLIKE THE SEAL OF VENUS, AS RICHARD PAYNE KNIGHT HAS NOTED. HE STATES: "THE CROSS IN THIS FORM IS SOMETIMES OBSERVABLE ON COINS, AND SEVERAL OF THEM WERE FOUND IN A TEMPLE OF SERAPIS [THE SERAPEUM], DEMOLISHED AT THE GENERAL DESTRUCTION OF THOSE EDIFICES BY THE EMPEROR THEODOSIUS, AND WERE SAID BY THE CHRISTIAN ANTIQUARIES OF THAT TIME TO SIGNIFY THE FUTURE LIFE." AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON, IN HIS SACRED MYSTERIES AMONG THE MAYAS AND QUICHES, NOTES THAT THE CRUX ANSATA, WHICH HE CALLS THE KEY TO THE NILE AND THE SYMBOL OF SYMBOLS, EITHER IN ITS COMPLETE FORM OR AS A SIMPLE TAU, WAS TO BE SEEN ADORNING THE BREASTS OF STATUES AND BAS-RELIEFS AT PALENQUE, COPAN, AND THROUGHOUT CENTRAL AMERICA. HE NOTES THAT IT WAS ALWAYS ASSOCIATED WITH WATER; THAT AMONG THE BABYLONIANS IT WAS THE EMBLEM OF THE WATER GODS; AMONG THE SCANDINAVIANS, OF HEAVEN AND IMMORTALITY; AND AMONG THE MAYAS, OF REJUVENATION AND FREEDOM FROM PHYSICAL SUFFERING. CONCERNING THE ASSOCIATION OF THIS SYMBOL WITH THE WATERS OF LIFE, COUNT GOBLET D'ALVIELLA, IN HIS MIGRATION OF SYMBOLS, CALLS ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT AN INSTRUMENT RESEMBLING THE CRUX ANSATA AND CALLED THE NILOMETER WAS USED BY THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS FOR MEASURING AND REGULATING THE INUNDATIONS OF THE RIVER NILE. IT IS PROBABLE THAT THIS RELATIONSHIP TO THE NILE CAUSED IT TO BE CONSIDERED THE SYMBOL OF LIFE, FOR EGYPT DEPENDED ENTIRELY UPON THE INUNDATIONS OF THIS RIVER FOR THE IRRIGATION NECESSARY TO INSURE SUFFICIENT CROPS. IN THE PAPYRUS SCROLLS THE CRUX ANSATA IS SHOWN ISSUING FROM THE MOUTHS OF EGYPTIAN KINGS WHEN THEY PARDONED ENEMIES, AND IT WAS BURIED WITH THEM TO SIGNIFY THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. IT WAS CARRIED BY MANY OF THE GODS AND GODDESSES AND APPARENTLY SIGNIFIED THEIR DIVINE BENEVOLENCE AND LIFE-GIVING POWER. THE CAIRO MUSEUM CONTAINS A MAGNIFICENT COLLECTION OF CROSSES OF MANY SHAPES, SIZES, AND DESIGNS, PROVING THAT THEY WERE A COMMON SYMBOL AMONG THE EGYPTIANS.
THE ROMAN AND GREEK CATHOLIC CROSSES
THE THIRD FORM OF THE CROSS IS THE FAMILIAR ROMAN OR GREEK TYPE, WHICH IS CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS CHRIST, ALTHOUGH IT IS IMPROBABLE THAT THE CROSS USED RESEMBLED ITS MORE FAMILIAR MODERN FORM. THERE ARE UNLIMITED SUB-VARIETIES OF CROSSES, DIFFERING IN THE RELATIVE PROPORTIONS OF THEIR VERTICAL AND HORIZONTAL SECTIONS. AMONG THE SECRET ORDERS OF DIFFERENT GENERATIONS, WE FIND COMPOUNDED CROSSES, SUCH AS THE TRIPLE TAU IN THE ROYAL ARCH OF FREEMASONRY AND THE DOUBLE AND TRIPLE CROSSES OF BOTH MASONIC AND ROMAN CATHOLIC SYMBOLISM. TO THE CHRISTIAN, THE CROSS HAS A TWOFOLD SIGNIFICANCE. FIRST, IT IS THE SYMBOL OF THE DEATH OF HIS REDEEMER, THROUGH WHOSE MARTYRDOM HE FEELS THAT HE PARTAKES OF THE GLORY OF GOD; SECONDLY, IT IS THE SYMBOL OF HUMILITY, PATIENCE, AND THE BURDEN OF LIFE. IT IS INTERESTING THAT THE CROSS SHOULD BE BOTH A SYMBOL OF LIFE AND A SYMBOL OF DEATH. MANY NATIONS DEEPLY CONSIDERED THE ASTRONOMICAL ASPECT OF RELIGION, AND IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE PERSIANS, GREEKS, AND HINDUS LOOKED UPON THE CROSS AS A SYMBOL OF THE EQUINOXES AND THE SOLSTICES, IN THE BELIEF THAT AT CERTAIN SEASONS OF THE YEAR THE SUN WAS SYMBOLICALLY CRUCIFIED UPON THESE IMAGINARY CELESTIAL ANGLES. THE FACT THAT SO MANY NATIONS HAVE REGARDED THEIR SAVIOR AS A PERSONIFICATION OF THE SUN GLOBE IS CONVINCING EVIDENCE THAT THE CROSS MUST EXIST AS AN ASTRONOMICAL ELEMENT IN PAGAN ALLEGORY. AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON BELIEVED THAT THE VENERATION FOR THE CROSS WAS PARTLY DUE TO THE RISING OF A CONSTELLATION CALLED THE SOUTHERN CROSS, WHICH IMMEDIATELY PRECEDED THE ANNUAL RAINS, AND AS THE NATIVES OF THOSE LATITUDES RELIED WHOLLY UPON THESE RAINS TO RAISE THEIR CROPS, THEY VIEWED THE CROSS AS AN ANNUAL PROMISE OF THE APPROACHING STORMS, WHICH TO THEM MEANT LIFE. THERE ARE FOUR BASIC ELEMENTS (ACCORDING TO BOTH ANCIENT PHILOSOPHY AND MODERN SCIENCE), AND THE ANCIENTS REPRESENTED THEM BY THE FOUR ARMS OF THE CROSS, PLACING AT THE END OF EACH ARM A MYSTERIOUS QABBALISTIC CREATURE TO SYMBOLIZE THE POWER OF ONE OF THESE ELEMENTS. THUS, THEY SYMBOLIZED THE ELEMENT OF EARTH BY A BULL; WATER BY A SCORPION, A SERPENT, OR AN EAGLE; FIRE BY A LION; AND AIR BY A HUMAN HEAD SURROUNDED BY WINGS. IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT THE FOUR LETTERS INSCRIBED UPON PARCHMENT (SOME SAY WOOD) AND FASTENED TO THE TOP OF THE CROSS AT THE TIME OF THE CRUCIFIXION SHOULD BE THE FIRST LETTERS OF FOUR HEBREW WORDS WHICH STAND FOR THE FOUR ELEMENTS: "IAMMIN, THE SEA OR WATER; NOUR, FIRE; ROUACH, THE AIR; AND IEBESCHAH, THE DRY EARTH." (SEE MORALS AND DOGMA, BY ALBEIT PIKE.) THAT A CROSS CAN BE FORMED BY OPENING OR UNFOLDING THE SURFACES OF A CUBE HAS CAUSED THAT SYMBOL TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE EARTH. THOUGH A CROSS WITHIN A CIRCLE HAS LONG BEEN REGARDED AS A SIGN OF THE PLANET EARTH, IT SHOULD REALLY BE CONSIDERED AS THE SYMBOL OF THE COMPOSITE ELEMENT EARTH, SINCE IT IS COMPOSED OF THE FOUR TRIANGLES OF THE ELEMENTS. FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS THE CROSS HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED WITH THE PLAN OF SALVATION FOR HUMANITY. THE ELEMENTS--SALT, SULPHUR, MERCURY, AND AZOTH--USED IN MAKING THE PHILOSOPHER'S SCONE IN ALCHEMY, WERE OFTEN SYMBOLIZED BY A CROSS. THE CROSS OF THE FOUR CARDINAL ANGLES ALSO HAD ITS SECRET SIGNIFICANCE, AND MASONIC PARTIES OF THREE STILL GO FORTH TO THE FOUR CARDINAL POINTS OF THE COMPASS IN SEARCH OF THE LOST WORD. THE MATERIAL OF WHICH THE CROSS WAS FORMED WAS LOOKED UPON AS BEING AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT IN ITS SYMBOLISM. THUS, A GOLDEN CROSS SYMBOLIZED ILLUMINATION; A SILVER CROSS, PURIFICATION; A CROSS OF BASE METALS, HUMILIATION; A CROSS OF WOOD, ASPIRATION. THE FACT THAT---
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THE EASTER ISLAND FIGURE SHOWING CRUX ANSATA ON REVERSE
THAT THE CRUX ANSATA MIGRATED TO MANY PARTS OF THE EARTH IS PROVED BY THE FACT THAT IT WAS SCULPTURED UPON THE BACK OF AT LEAST ONE OF THE MYSTERIOUS STONE FIGURES FOUND ON EASTER ISLAND IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC. THE STATUE IN QUESTION--ONE OF THE, SMALLEST IN THE GROUP--WAS BROUGHT TO LONDON BY A SAILING SHIP, AND IS NOW IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM; THE CRUX ANSATA ON THE REVERSE SIDE IS PLAINLY VISIBLE AMONG MANY NATIONS, IT WAS CUSTOMARY TO SPREAD THE ARMS IN PRAYER HAS INFLUENCED THE SYMBOLISM OF THE CROSS, WHICH, BECAUSE OF ITS SHAPE, HAS COME TO BE REGARDED AS EMBLEMATIC OF THE HUMAN BODY. THE FOUR MAJOR DIVISIONS OF THE HUMAN STRUCTURE--BONES, MUSCLES, NERVES, AND ARTERIES--ARE CONSIDERED TO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE SYMBOLISM OF THE CROSS. THIS IS ESPECIALLY DUE TO THE FACT THAT THE SPINAL NERVES CROSS AT THE BASE OF THE SPINE, AND IS A REMINDER THAT "OUR LORD WAS CRUCIFIED ALSO IN EGYPT." MAN HAS FOUR VEHICLES (OR MEDIUMS) OF EXPRESSION BY MEANS OF WHICH THE SPIRITUAL EGO CONTACTS THE EXTERNAL UNIVERSE: THE PHYSICAL NATURE, THE VITAL NATURE, THE EMOTIONAL NATURE, AND THE MENTAL NATURE. EACH OF THESE PARTAKES IN PRINCIPLE OF ONE OF THE PRIMARY ELEMENTS, AND THE FOUR CREATURES ASSIGNED TO THEM BY THE QABBALISTS CAUSED THE CROSS TO BE SYMBOLIC OF THE COMPOUND NATURE OF MAN.
THE CRUCIFIXION--A COSMIC ALLEGORY
SAVIORS UNNUMBERED HAVE DIED FOR THE SINS OF MAN AND BY THE HANDS OF MAN, AND THROUGH THEIR DEATHS HAVE INTERCEDED IN HEAVEN FOR THE SOULS OF THEIR EXECUTIONERS. THE MARTYRDOM OF THE GOD-MAN AND THE REDEMPTION OF THE WORLD THROUGH HIS BLOOD HAS BEEN AN ESSENTIAL TENET OF MANY GREAT RELIGIONS. NEARLY ALL THESE STORIES CAN BE TRACED TO SUN WORSHIP, FOR THE GLORIOUS ORB OF DAY IS THE SAVIOR WHO DIES ANNUALLY FOR EVERY CREATURE WITHIN HIS UNIVERSE, BUT YEAR AFTER YEAR RISES AGAIN VICTORIOUS FROM THE TOMB OF WINTER. WITHOUT DOUBT THE DOCTRINE OF THE CRUCIFIXION IS BASED UPON THE SECRET TRADITIONS OF THE ANCIENT WISDOM; IT IS A CONSTANT REMINDER THAT THE DIVINE NATURE OF MAN IS PERPETUALLY CRUCIFIED UPON THE ANIMAL ORGANISM. CERTAIN OF THE PAGAN MYSTERIES INCLUDED IN THE CEREMONY OF INITIATION THE CRUCIFIXION OF THE CANDIDATE UPON A CROSS, OR THE LAYING OF HIS BODY UPON A CRUCIFORM ALTAR. IT HAS BEEN CLAIMED THAT APOLLONIUS OF TYANA (THE ANTICHRIST) WAS INITIATED INTO THE ARCANUM OF EGYPT IN THE GREAT PYRAMID, WHERE HE HUNG UPON A CROSS UNTIL UNCONSCIOUS AND WAS THEN LAID IN THE TOMB (THE COFFER) FOR THREE DAYS. WHILE HIS BODY WAS UNCONSCIOUS, HIS SOUL WAS THOUGHT TO PASS INTO THE REALMS OF THE IMMORTALS (THE PLACE OF DEATH) AFTER IT HAD VANQUISHED DEATH (BY RECOGNIZING THAT LIFE IS ETERNAL) IT RETURNED AGAIN TO THE BODY, WHICH THEN ROSE FROM THE COFFER, AFTER WHICH HE WAS HAILED AS A BROTHER BY THE PRIESTS, WHO BELIEVED THAT HE HAD RETURNED FROM THE LAND OF THE DEAD. THIS CONCEPT WAS, IN SUBSTANCE, THE TEACHING OF THE MYSTERIES.
THE CRUCIFIED SAVIORS
THE LIST OF THE DEATHLESS MORTALS WHO SUFFERED FOR MAN THAT HE MIGHT RECEIVE THE BOON OF ETERNAL LIFE IS AN IMPOSING ONE. AMONG THOSE CONNECTED HISTORICALLY OR ALLEGORICALLY WITH A CRUCIFIXION ARE PROMETHEUS, ADONIS, APOLLO, ARYS, BACCHUS, BUDDHA, CHRISTNA, HORUS, INDRA, IXION, MITHRAS, OSIRIS, PYTHAGORAS, QUETZALCOATL, SEMIRAMIS, AND JUPITER. ACCORDING TO THE FRAGMENTARY ACCOUNTS EXTANT, ALL THESE HEROES GAVE THEIR LIVES TO THE SERVICE OF HUMANITY AND, WITH ONE OR TWO EXCEPTIONS, DIED AS MARTYRS FOR THE CAUSE OF HUMAN PROGRESS. IN MANY MYSTERIOUS WAYS THE MANNER OF THEIR DEATH HAS BEEN DESIGNEDLY CONCEALED, BUT IT IS POSSIBLE THAT MOST OF THEM WERE CRUCIFIED UPON A CROSS OR TREE. THE FIRST FRIEND OF MAN, THE IMMORTAL PROMETHEUS, WAS CRUCIFIED ON THE PINNACLE OF MOUNT CAUCASUS, AND A VULTURE WAS PLACED OVER HIS LIVER TO TORMENT HIM THROUGHOUT ETERNITY BY CLAWING AND RENDING HIS FLESH WITH ITS TALONS. PROMETHEUS DISOBEYED THE EDICT OF ZEUS BY BRINGING FIRE AND IMMORTALITY TO MAN, SO FOR MAN HE SUFFERED UNTIL THE COMING OF HERCULES RELEASED HIM FROM HIS AGES OF TORMENT. CONCERNING THE CRUCIFIXION OF THE PERSIAN MITHRAS, J. P. LUNDY HAS WRITTEN: "DUPUIS TELLS US THAT MITHRA WAS PUT TO DEATH BY CRUCIFIXION, AND ROSE AGAIN ON THE 25TH OF MARCH. IN THE PERSIAN MYSTERIES THE BODY OF A YOUNG MAN, APPARENTLY DEAD, WAS EXHIBITED, WHICH WAS FEIGNED TO BE RESTORED TO LIFE. BY HIS SUFFERINGS HE WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE WORKED THEIR SALVATION, AND ON THIS ACCOUNT, HE WAS CALLED THEIR SAVIOR. HIS PRIESTS WATCHED HIS TOMB TO THE MIDNIGHT OF THE VIGIL OF THE 25TH OF MARCH, WITH LOUD CRIES, AND IN DARKNESS; WHEN ALL AT ONCE THE LIGHT BURST FORTH FROM ALL PARTS, THE PRIEST CRIED, REJOICE, O SACRED INITIATED, YOUR GOD IS RISEN. HIS DEATH, HIS PAINS, AND SUFFERINGS, HAVE WORKED YOUR SALVATION." (SEE MONUMENTAL CHRISTIANITY.) IN SOME CASES, AS IN THAT OF THE BUDDHA, THE CRUCIFIXION MYTHOS MUST BE TAKEN IN AN ALLEGORICAL RATHER THAN A LITERAL SENSE, FOR THE MANNER OF HIS DEATH HAS BEEN RECORDED BY HIS OWN DISCIPLES IN THE BOOK OF THE GREAT DECEASE. HOWEVER, THE MERE FACT THAT THE SYMBOLIC REFERENCE TO DEATH UPON A TREE HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH THESE HEROES IS SUFFICIENT TO PROVE THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE CRUCIFIXION STORY. THE EAST INDIAN EQUIVALENT OF CHRIST IS THE IMMORTAL CHRISTNA, WHO, SITTING IN THE FOREST PLAYING HIS FLUTE, CHARMED THE BIRDS AND BEASTS BY HIS MUSIC. IT IS SUPPOSED THAT THIS DIVINELY INSPIRED SAVIOR OF HUMANITY WAS CRUCIFIED UPON A TREE BY HIS ENEMIES, BUT GREAT CARE HAS BEEN TAKEN TO DESTROY ANY EVIDENCE POINTING IN THAT DIRECTION. LOUIS JACOLLIOT, IN HIS BOOK, THE BIBLE IN INDIA, THUS DESCRIBES THE DEATH OF CHRISTNA: "CHRISTNA UNDERSTOOD THAT THE HOUR HAD COME FOR HIM TO QUIT THE EARTH, AND RETURN TO THE BOSOM OF HIM WHO HAD SENT HIM. FORBIDDING HIS DISCIPLES TO FOLLOW HIM, HE WENT, ONE DAY, TO MAKE HIS ABLUTIONS ON THE BANKS OF THE GANGES. ARRIVING AT THE SACRED RIVER, HE PLUNGED HIMSELF THREE TIMES THEREIN, THEN, KNEELING, AND LOOKING TO HEAVEN, HE PRAYED, EXPECTING DEATH. IN THIS POSITION HE WAS PIERCED WITH ARROWS BY ONE OF THOSE WHOSE CRIMES HE HAD UNVEILED, AND WHO, HEARING OF HIS JOURNEY TO THE GANGES, HAD, WITH GENERATION. A STRONG TROOP, FOLLOWED WITH THE DESIGN OF ASSASSINATING HIM… THE BODY OF THE GOD-MAN WAS SUSPENDED TO THE BRANCHES OF A TREE BY HIS MURDERER, THAT IT MIGHT BECOME THE PREY OF VULTURES. NEWS OF THE DEATH HAVING SPREAD, THE PEOPLE CAME IN A CROWD CONDUCTED BY ARDJOUNA, THE DEAREST OF THE DISCIPLES OF CHRISTNA, TO RECOVER HIS SACRED REMAINS. BUT THE MORTAL FRAME OF THE REDEEMER HAD DISAPPEARED--NO DOUBT IT HAD REGAINED THE CELESTIAL ABODES AND THE TREE TO WHICH IT HAD BEEN ATTACHED HAD BECOME SUDDENLY COVERED WITH GREAT RED FLOWERS AND DIFFUSED AROUND IT THE SWEETEST PERFUME." OTHER ACCOUNTS OF THE DEATH OF CHRISTNA DECLARE THAT HE WAS TIED TO A CROSS-SHAPED TREE BEFORE THE ARROWS WERE AIMED AT HIM. THE EXISTENCE IN MOOR'S, THE HINDU PANTHEON OF A PLATE OF CHRISTNA WITH NAIL WOUNDS IN HIS HANDS AND FEET, AND A PLATE IN INMAN'S ANCIENT FAITHS SHOWING AN ORIENTAL DEITY WITH WHAT MIGHT WELL BE A NAIL HOLE IN ONE OF HIS FEET, SHOULD BE SUFFICIENT MOTIVE FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION OF THIS SUBJECT BY THOSE OF UNBIASED MINDS. CONCERNING THE STARTLING DISCOVERIES WHICH CAN BE MADE ALONG THESE LINES, J. P. LUNDY IN HIS MONUMENTAL CHRISTIANITY PRESENTS THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: "WHERE DID THE PERSIANS GET THEIR NOTION OF THIS PROPHECY AS THUS INTERPRETED RESPECTING CHRIST, AND HIS SAVING MERCY AND [SEXLESS] LOVE DISPLAYED ON THE CROSS? BOTH BY SYMBOL AND ACTUAL CRUCIFIX WE SEE IT ON ALL THEIR MONUMENTS. IF IT CAME FROM INDIA, HOW DID IT GET THERE, EXCEPT FROM THE ONE COMMON AND ORIGINAL CENTER OF ALL PRIMITIVE AND PURE RELIGION? THERE IS A MOST EXTRAORDINARY PLATE, ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE WHOLE SUBJECT, WHICH REPRESENTATION I BELIEVE TO BE ANTERIOR TO CHRISTIANITY. IT IS COPIED FROM MOOR'S HINDU PANTHEON, NOT AS A CURIOSITY, BUT AS A MOST SINGULAR MONUMENT OF THE CRUCIFIXION. I DO NOT VENTURE TO GIVE IT A NAME, OTHER THAN THAT OF A CRUCIFIXION IN SPACE. CAN IT BE THE VICTIM-MAN, OR THE PRIEST AND VICTIM BOTH IN ONE, OF THE HINDU MYTHOLOGY, WHO OFFERED HIMSELF A SACRIFICE BEFORE THE WORLDS WERE? CAN IT BE PLATO'S SECOND GOD WHO IMPRESSED HIMSELF ON THE UNIVERSE IN THE FORM OF THE CROSS? OR IS IT HIS DIVINE MAN WHO WOULD BE SCOURGED, TORMENTED, FETTERED, HAVE HIS EYES BURNT OUT; AND LASTLY, HAVING SUFFERED ALL MANNER OF EVILS, WOULD BE CRUCIFIED? PLATO LEARNED HIS THEOLOGY IN EGYPT AND THE EAST, AND MUST HAVE KNOWN OF THE CRUCIFIXION OF KRISHNA, BUDDHA, MITHRA [ET AL]. AT ANY RATE, THE RELIGION OF INDIA HAD ITS MYTHICAL CRUCIFIED VICTIM LONG ANTERIOR TO CHRISTIANITY---
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THE TAU CROSS.
THE TAU CROSS WAS THE SIGN WHICH THE LORD TOLD THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM TO MARK ON THEIR FOREHEADS, AS RELATED BY THE PROPHET EZEKIEL. IT WAS ALSO PLACED AS A SYMBOL OF LIBERATION UPON THOSE CHARGED WITH CRIMES BUT ACQUITTED.
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THE CRUX ANSATA.
BOTH THE CROSS AND THE CIRCLE WERE PHALLIC SYMBOLS, FOR THE ANCIENT WORLD VENERATED THE GENERATIVE POWERS OF NATURE AS BEING EXPRESSIVE OF THE CREATIVE ATTRIBUTES OF THE DEITY. THE CRUX ANSATA, BY COMBINING THE MASCULINE TAU WITH THE FEMININE OVAL, EXEMPLIFIED THE PRINCIPLES OF GENERATION.
[image: APOLLONIUS OF TYANA.]
APOLLONIUS OF TYANA.
CONCERNING APOLLONIUS AND HIS REMARKABLE POWERS, FRANCIS BARRETT, IN HIS BIOGRAPHIA ANTIQUA, AFTER DESCRIBING HOW APOLLONIUS QUELLED A RIOT WITHOUT SPEAKING A WORD, CONTINUES: "HE TRAVELED MUCH, PROFESSED HIMSELF A LEGISLATOR; UNDERSTOOD ALL LANGUAGES, WITHOUT HAVING LEARNED THEM; HE HAD THE SURPRISING FACULTY OF KNOWING WHAT WAS TRANSACTED AT AN IMMENSE DISTANCE, AND AT THE TIME THE EMPEROR DOMITIAN WAS STABBED, APOLLONIUS BEING AT A VAST DISTANCE AND STANDING IN THE MARKET-PLACE OF THE CITY, EXCLAIMED, 'STRIKE! STRIKE!--'TIS TIME, THE TYRANT IS NO MORE.' HE UNDERSTOOD THE LANGUAGE OF BIRDS; HE CONDEMNED DANCING AND OTHER DIVERSIONS OF THAT SORT. HE RECOMMENDED CHARITY AND PIETY; HE TRAVELED OVER ALMOST ALL THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD; AND HE DIED AT A VERY GREAT AGE" AS A TYPE OF THE REAL ONE [PRO DEO ET ECCLESIA!], AND I AM INCLINED TO THINK THAT WE HAVE IT IN THIS REMARKABLE PLATE." THE MODERN WORLD HAS BEEN MISLED IN ITS ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE SO-CALLED PAGAN DEITIES, AND HAS COME TO VIEW THEM IN A LIGHT ENTIRELY DIFFERENT FROM THEIR TRUE CHARACTERS AND MEANINGS. THE RIDICULE AND SLANDER HEAPED BY CHRISTENDOM UPON CHRISTNA AND BACCHUS ARE EXCELLENT EXAMPLES OF THE PERSECUTION OF IMMORTAL PRINCIPLES BY THOSE WHO HAVE UTTERLY FAILED TO SENSE THE SECRET MEANING OF THE ALLEGORIES. WHO WAS THE CRUCIFIED MAN OF GREECE, CONCERNING WHOM VAGUE RUMORS HAVE BEEN AFLOAT? HIGGINS THINKS IT WAS PYTHAGORAS, THE TRUE STORY OF WHOSE DEATH WAS SUPPRESSED BY EARLY CHRISTIAN AUTHORS BECAUSE IT CONFLICTED WITH THEIR TEACHINGS. WAS IT TRUE ALSO THAT THE ROMAN LEGIONARIES CARRIED ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE STANDARDS UPON WHICH WERE CROSSES BEARING THE CRUCIFIED SUN MAN? 
THE CRUCIFIXION OF QUETZALCOATL
ONE OF THE MOST REMARKABLE OF THE CRUCIFIED WORLD SAVIORS IS THE CENTRAL AMERICAN GOD OF THE WINDS, OR THE SUN, QUETZALCOATL, CONCERNING WHOSE ACTIVITIES GREAT SECRECY WAS MAINTAINED BY THE INDIAN PRIESTS OF MEXICO AND CENTRAL AMERICA. THIS STRANGE IMMORTAL, WHOSE NAME MEANS FEATHERED SNAKE, APPEARS TO HAVE COME OUT OF THE SEA, BRINGING WITH HIM A MYSTERIOUS CROSS. ON HIS GARMENTS WERE EMBELLISHED CLOUDS AND RED CROSSES. IN HIS HONOR, GREAT SERPENTS CARVED FROM STONE WERE PLACED IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF MEXICO. THE CROSS OF QUETZALCOATL BECAME A SACRED SYMBOL AMONG THE MAYAS, AND ACCORDING TO AVAILABLE RECORDS THE MAYA INDIAN ANGELS HAD CROSSES OF VARIOUS PIGMENTS PAINTED ON THEIR FOREHEADS. SIMILAR CROSSES WERE PLACED OVER THE EYES OF THOSE INITIATED INTO THEIR MYSTERIES. WHEN CORTEZ ARRIVED IN MEXICO, HE BROUGHT WITH HIM THE CROSS. RECOGNIZING THIS, THE NATIVES BELIEVED THAT HE WAS QUETZALCOATL RETURNED, FOR THE LATTER HAD PROMISED TO COME BACK IN THE INFINITE FUTURE AND REDEEM HIS PEOPLE. IN ANACALYPSIS, GODFREY HIGGINS THROWS SOME LIGHT ON THE CROSS AND ITS SYMBOLISM IN AMERICA: "THE INCAS HAD A CROSS OF VERY FINE MARBLE, OR BEAUTIFUL JASPER, HIGHLY POLISHED, OF ONE PIECE, THREE-FOURTHS OF AN ELL IN LENGTH, AND THREE FINGERS IN WIDTH AND THICKNESS. IT WAS KEPT IN A SACRED CHAMBER OF A PALACE, AND HELD IN GREAT VENERATION. THE SPANIARDS ENRICHED THIS CROSS WITH GOLD AND JEWELS, AND PLACED IT IN THE CATHEDRAL OF CUZCO. MEXICAN TEMPLES ARE IN THE FORM OF A CROSS, AND FACE THE FOUR CARDINAL POINTS. QUEXALCOATL IS REPRESENTED IN THE PAINTINGS OF THE CODEX BORGIANUS NAILED TO THE CROSS. SOMETIMES EVEN THE TWO THIEVES ARE THERE CRUCIFIED WITH HIM. IN VOL. II. PLATE 75, THE GOD IS CRUCIFIED IN THE HEAVENS, IN A CIRCLE OF NINETEEN FIGURES, THE NUMBER OF THE METONIC CYCLE. A SERPENT IS DEPRIVING HIM OF THE ORGANS OF GENERATION. IN THE CODEX BORGIANUS, (PP. 4, 72, 73, 75,) THE MEXICAN GOD IS REPRESENTED CRUCIFIED AND NAILED TO THE CROSS, AND IN ANOTHER PLACE HANGING TO IT, WITH A CROSS IN HIS HANDS. AND IN ONE INSTANCE, WHERE THE FIGURE IS NOT MERELY OUTLINED, THE CROSS IS RED, THE CLOTHES ARE COLORED, AND THE FACE AND HANDS QUITE BLACK. IF THIS WAS THE CHRISTIANITY OF THE GERMAN NESTORIUS, HOW CAME HE TO TEACH THAT THE CRUCIFIED SAVIOR WAS BLACK? THE NAME OF THE GOD WHO WAS CRUCIFIED WAS QUEXALCOATL. THE CRUCIFIXION OF THE WORD IN SPACE, THE CRUCIFIXION OF THE DOVE OFTEN SEEN IN RELIGIOUS SYMBOLISM--BOTH OF THESE ARE REMINDERS OF PAGAN OVERSHADOWING. THE FACT THAT A CROSS IS FORMED BY THE SPREAD WINGS OF A BIRD IN RELATION TO ITS BODY IS NO DOUBT ONE OF THE REASONS WHY THE EGYPTIANS USED A BIRD TO SYMBOLIZE THE IMMORTAL NATURE OF MAN, AND OFTEN SHOW IT HOVERING OVER THE MUMMIFIED BODY OF THE DEAD AND CARRYING IN ONE OF ITS CLAWS THE SIGN OF LIFE AND IN THE OTHER THE SIGN OF BREATH. 
THE NAILS OF THE PASSION
THE THREE NAILS OF THE PASSION HAVE FOUND THEIR WAY INTO THE SYMBOLISM OF MANY RACES AND FAITHS. THERE ARE MANY LEGENDS CONCERNING THESE NAILS. ONE OF THESE IS TO THE EFFECT THAT ORIGINALLY THERE WERE FOUR NAILS, BUT ONE WAS DEMATERIALIZED BY A HEBREW QABBALIST AND MAGICIAN JUST AS THEY WERE ABOUT TO DRIVE IT THROUGH THE FOOT OF THE MASTER. HENCE IT WAS NECESSARY TO CROSS THE FEET. ANOTHER LEGEND RELATES THAT ONE OF THE NAILS WAS HAMMERED INTO A CROWN AND THAT IT STILL EXISTS AS THE IMPERIAL DIADEM OF A EUROPEAN HOUSE. STILL ANOTHER STORY HAS IT THAT THE BIT ON THE BRIDLE OF CONSTANTINE'S HORSE WAS A PASSION NAIL. IT IS IMPROBABLE, HOWEVER, THAT THE NAILS WERE MADE OF IRON, FOR AT THAT TIME IT WAS CUSTOMARY TO USE SHARPENED WOODEN PEGS. HARGRAVE JENNINGS, IN HIS ROSICRUCIAN’S, THEIR RITES AND MYSTERIES, CALLS ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT THE MARK OR SIGN USED IN ENGLAND TO DESIGNATE ROYAL PROPERTY AND CALLED THE BROAD ARROW IS NOTHING MORE NOR LESS THAN THE THREE NAILS OF THE CRUCIFIXION GROUPED TOGETHER, AND THAT BY PLACING THEM POINT TO POINT THE ANCIENT SYMBOL OF THE EGYPTIAN TAU CROSS IS FORMED. IN HIS ANCIENT FREEMASONRY, FRANK C. HIGGINS REPRODUCES THE MASONIC APRON OF A COLOSSAL STONE FIGURE AT QUIRIGUA, GUATEMALA. THE CENTRAL ORNAMENT OF THE APRON IS THE THREE PASSION NAILS, ARRANGED EXACTLY LIKE THE BRITISH BROAD ARROW. THAT THREE NAILS SHOULD BE USED TO CRUCIFY THE CHRIST, THREE MURDERERS TO KILL CHIRAM ABIFF, AND THREE WOUNDS TO SLAY PRINCE COH, THE MEXICAN INDIAN OSIRIS, IS SIGNIFICANT. C. W. KING, IN HIS GNOSTICS AND THEIR REMAINS, THUS DESCRIBES A GNOSTIC GEM: "THE GNOSTIC PLEROMA, OR COMBINATION OF ALL THE ÆONS [IS] EXPRESSED BY THE OUTLINE OF A MAN HOLDING A SCROLL. THE LEFT HAND IS FORMED LIKE THREE BENT SPIKES OR NAILS; UNMISTAKABLY THE SAME SYMBOL THAT BELUS OFTEN HOLDS IN HIS EXTENDED HAND ON THE BABYLONIAN CYLINDERS, AFTERWARDS DISCOVERED BY THE JEWISH CABALISTS IN THE POINTS OF THE LETTER SHIN, AND BY THE MEDIAEVAL MYSTICS IN O THE THREE NAILS OF THE CROSS." FROM THIS POINT HARGRAVE JENNINGS CONTINUES KING'S SPECULATIONS, NOTING THE RESEMBLANCE OF THE NAIL TO AN OBELISK, OR PILLAR, AND THAT THE QABBALISTIC VALUE OF THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN, OR SIN, IS 300, NAMELY, 100 FOR EACH SPIKE. THE PASSION NAILS ARE HIGHLY IMPORTANT SYMBOLS, ESPECIALLY WHEN IT IS REALIZED THAT, ACCORDING TO THE ESOTERIC SYSTEMS OF CULTURE, THERE ARE CERTAIN SECRET CENTERS OF FORCE IN THE PALMS OF THE HANDS AND IN THE SOLES OF THE FEET. THE DRIVING OF THE NAILS AND THE FLOW OF BLOOD AND WATER FROM THE WOUNDS WERE SYMBOLIC OF CERTAIN SECRET PHILOSOPHIC PRACTICES OF THE TEMPLE. MANY OF THE ORIENTAL DEITIES HAVE MYSTERIOUS SYMBOLS ON THE HANDS AND FEET. THE SO-CALLED FOOTPRINTS OF BUDDHA ARE USUALLY EMBELLISHED WITH A MAGNIFICENT SUNBURST AT THE POINT WHERE THE NAIL PIERCED THE FOOT OF CHRIST. IN HIS NOTES ON THE THEOLOGY OF JAKOB BÖHME, DR. FRANZ HARTMANN THUS SUMS UP THE MYSTIC SYMBOLISM OF THE CRUCIFIXION: "THE CROSS REPRESENTS TERRESTRIAL LIFE, AND THE CROWN OF THORNS THE SUFFERINGS OF THE SOUL WITHIN THE ELEMENTARY BODY, BUT ALSO THE VICTORY OF THE SPIRIT OVER THE ELEMENTS OF DARKNESS. THE BODY IS NAKED, TO INDICATE THAT THE CANDIDATE FOR IMMORTALITY MUST DIVEST HIMSELF OF ALL DESIRES FOR TERRESTRIAL THINGS. THE FIGURE IS NAILED TO THE CROSS, WHICH SYMBOLIZES THE DEATH AND SURRENDER OF THE SELF-WILL, AND THAT IT SHOULD NOT ATTEMPT TO ACCOMPLISH ANYTHING BY ITS OWN POWER, BUT MERELY SERVE AS AN INSTRUMENT WHEREIN THE DIVINE [SEXLESS] WILL IS EXECUTED. ABOVE THE HEAD ARE INSCRIBED THE LETTERS: I. N. R. J. WHOSE MOST IMPORTANT MEANING IS: IN NOBIS REGNAT JESUS (WITHIN OURSELVES REIGNS JESUS). BUT THIS SIGNIFICATION OF THIS INSCRIPTION CAN BE PRACTICALLY KNOWN ONLY TO THOSE WHO HAVE ACTUALLY DIED RELATIVELY TO THE WORLD OF [SEXUAL] DESIRES [1ST JOHN 2:15-17], AND RISEN ABOVE THE TEMPTATION FOR PERSONAL EXISTENCE; OR, TO EXPRESS IT IN OTHER WORDS, THOSE WHO HAVE BECOME ALIVE IN CHRIST, AND IN WHOM THUS THE KINGDOM OF JESUS (THE HOLY LOVE-WILL ISSUING FROM THE HEART OF GOD) HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED." ONE OF THE MOST INTERESTING INTERPRETATIONS OF THE CRUCIFIXION ALLEGORY IS THAT WHICH IDENTIFIES THE MAN JESUS WITH THE PERSONAL CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE INDIVIDUAL. IT IS THIS PERSONAL CONSCIOUSNESS THAT CONCEIVES OF AND DWELLS IN THE SENSE OF SEPARATENESS, AND BEFORE THE ASPIRING SOUL CAN BE REUNITED WITH THE EVER-PRESENT AND ALL-PERVADING FATHER [STEPHEN] THIS PERSONALITY MUST BE SACRIFICED THAT THE UNIVERSAL CONSCIOUSNESS MAY BE LIBERATED.
[image: THE CRUCIFIXION OF QUETZALCOATL.<br> (From the Codex Borgianus.) ]
THE CRUCIFIXION OF QUETZALCOATL.
LORD KINGSBOROUGH WRITES: "MAY WE NOT REFER TO THE SEVENTY-THIRD PAGE OF THE BORGIAN MS., WHICH REPRESENTS QUEXALCOATL BOTH CRUCIFIED, AND AS IT WERE CUT IN PIECES FOR THE CAULDRON, AND WITH EQUAL REASON DEMAND, WHETHER ANYONE CAN HELP THINKING THAT THE JEWS OF THE NEW WORLD (LORD KINGSBOROUGH SOUGHT TO PROVE THAT THE MEXICANS WERE DESCENDANTS OF THE JEWS] APPLIED TO THEIR MESSIAH NOT ONLY ALL THE PROPHECIES CONTAINED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT RELATING TO CHRIST, BUT LIKEWISE MANY OF THE INCIDENTS RECORDED OF HIM IN THE GOSPELS."
[image: THE CRUCIFIXION IN SPACE.]
THE CRUCIFIXION IN SPACE.
OF THIS REMARKABLE ORIENTAL DRAWING, J. P. LUNDY HAS WRITTEN: IT LOOKS LIKE A CHRISTIAN CRUCIFIX IN MANY RESPECTS, AND IN SOME OTHERS IT DOES NOT. THE DRAWING, ATTITUDE, AND THE NAIL-MARKS IN HANDS AND FEET, INDICATE A CHRISTIAN ORIGIN; WHILE THE PARTHIAN CORONET OF SEVEN POINTS, THE ABSENCE OF THE WOOD AND OF THE USUAL INSCRIPTION, AND THE RAYS OF GLORY ABOVE SEEM TO POINT TO SOME CHRISTIAN ORIGIN. CAN IT BE THE VICTIM, MAN, OR THE PRIEST AND VICTIM BOTH IN ONE, OF THE HINDU MYTHOLOGY, WHO OFFERED HIMSELF A SACRIFICE BEFORE THE WORLDS WERE?"
THE MYSTERY OF THE APOCALYPSE
THE PRESENCE OF THE TEMPLE OF DIANA AT EPHESUS MARKED THAT CITY AS SACRED TO THE MYSTERY RELIGION, FOR THE SEVEN WONDERS OF THE ANCIENT WORLD WERE ERECTED TO INDICATE THE REPOSITORIES OF RECONDITE KNOWLEDGE. OF EPHESUS, H. P. BLAVATSKY WRITES: "IT WAS A FOCUS OF THE UNIVERSAL 'SECRET' DOCTRINES; THE WEIRD LABORATORY WHENCE, FASHIONED IN ELEGANT GRECIAN PHRASEOLOGY, SPRANG THE QUINTESSENCE OF BUDDHISTIC, ZOROASTRIAN, AND CHALDEAN PHILOSOPHY. ARTEMIS, THE GIGANTIC CONCRETE SYMBOL OF THEOSOPHICO-PANTHEISTIC ABSTRACTIONS, THE GREAT MOTHER MULTIMAMMA, ANDROGYNE AND PATRONESS OF THE 'EPHESIAN WRITINGS,' WAS CONQUERED BY PAUL; BUT ALTHOUGH THE ZEALOUS CONVERTS OF THE APOSTLES PRETENDED TO BURN ALL THEIR BOOKS ON 'CURIOUS ARTS, ΤΑ ΠΕΡΙΕΡΓΑ, ENOUGH OF THESE REMAINED FOR THEM TO STUDY WHEN THEIR FIRST ZEAL HAD COOLED OFF." (ISIS UNVEILED.) BEING A GREAT CENTER OF PAGAN LEARNING, EPHESUS HAS BEEN THE LOCALE FOR MANY EARLY CHRISTIAN MYTHS. THE ASSERTION HAS BEEN MADE THAT IT WAS THE LAST DOMICILE OF THE VIRGIN MARY; ALSO, THAT THE TOMB OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE WAS LOCATED THERE. ACCORDING TO LEGEND, ST. JOHN DID NOT DEPART FROM THIS LIFE IN THE USUAL MANNER BUT, SELECTING HIS VAULT, ENTERED IT WHILE STILL ALIVE, AND CLOSING THE ENTRANCE BEHIND HIM, VANISHED FOREVER FROM MORTAL SIGHT. A RUMOR WAS CURRENT IN ANCIENT EPHESUS THAT ST. JOHN WOULD SLEEP IN HIS TOMB UNTIL THE RETURN OF THE SAVIOR, AND THAT WHEN THE APOSTLE TURNED OVER ON HIS SEPULCHRAL COUCH THE EARTH ABOVE MOVED LIKE THE COVERLETS OF A BED. SUBJECTED TO MORE CRITICISM THAN ANY OTHER BOOK NOW INCORPORATED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, THE APOCALYPSE--POPULARLY ACCREDITED TO ST. JOHN THE DIVINE--IS BY FAR THE MOST IMPORTANT BUT LEAST UNDERSTOOD OF THE GNOSTIC CHRISTIAN WRITINGS. THOUGH JUSTIN MARTYR DECLARED THE BOOK OF REVELATION TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY "JOHN, ONE OF CHRIST'S APOSTLES," ITS AUTHORSHIP WAS DISPUTED AS EARLY AS THE SECOND CENTURY AFTER CHRIST. IN THE THIRD CENTURY THESE CONTENTIONS BECAME ACUTE AND EVEN DIONYSIUS OF ALEXANDRIA AND EUSEBIUS ATTACKED THE JOHANNINE THEORY, DECLARING THAT BOTH THE BOOK OF REVELATION AND THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN WERE WRITTEN BY ONE CERINTHUS, WHO BORROWED THE NAME OF THE GREAT APOSTLE THE BETTER TO FOIST HIS OWN DOCTRINES UPON THE CHRISTIANS. LATER JEROME QUESTIONED THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE APOCALYPSE AND DURING THE REFORMATION HIS OBJECTIONS WERE REVIVED BY LUTHER AND ERASMUS. THE ONCE GENERALLY ACCEPTED NOTION THAT THE BOOK OF REVELATION WAS THE ACTUAL RECORD OF A "MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE" OCCURRING TO ST. JOHN WHILE THAT SEER WAS AN EXILE IN THE ISLE OF PATMOS IS NOW REGARDED WITH DISFAVOR BY MORE CRITICAL SCHOLARS. OTHER EXPLANATIONS HAVE THEREFORE BEEN ADVANCED TO ACCOUNT FOR THE SYMBOLISM PERMEATING THE VOLUME AND THE ORIGINAL MOTIVE FOR ITS WRITING. THE MORE REASONABLE OF THESE THEORIES MAY BE SUMMED UP AS FOLLOWS: FIRST, UPON THE WEIGHT OF EVIDENCE FURNISHED BY ITS OWN CONTENTS THE BOOK OF REVELATION MAY WELL BE PRONOUNCED A PAGAN WRITING--ONE OF THE SACRED BOOKS OF THE ELEUSINIAN OR PHRYGIAN MYSTERIES. AS A COROLLARY, THE REAL AUTHOR OF A WORK SETTING FORTH THE PROFUNDITIES OF EGYPTIAN AND GREEK MYSTICISM MUST HAVE BEEN AN INITIATE HIMSELF AND CONSEQUENTLY OBLIGATED TO WRITE ONLY IN THE SYMBOLIC LANGUAGE OF THE MYSTERIES. SECOND, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE BOOK OF REVELATION WAS WRITTEN TO RECONCILE THE SEEMING DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THE EARLY CHRISTIAN AND PAGAN RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHIES. WHEN THE ZEALOTS OF THE PRIMITIVE CHRISTIAN CHURCH SOUGHT TO CHRISTIANIZE PAGANDOM, THE PAGAN INITIATES RETORTED WITH A POWERFUL EFFORT TO PAGANIZE CHRISTIANITY. THE CHRISTIANS FAILED BUT THE PAGANS SUCCEEDED. WITH THE DECLINE OF PAGANISM, THE INITIATED PAGAN HIEROPHANTS TRANSFERRED THEIR BASE OF OPERATIONS TO THE NEW VEHICLE OF PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY, ADOPTING THE SYMBOLS OF THE NEW CULT TO CONCEAL THOSE ETERNAL VERITIES WHICH ARE EVER THE PRICELESS POSSESSION OF THE WISE. THE APOCALYPSE SHOWS CLEARLY THE RESULTANT FUSION OF PAGAN AND CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM AND THUS BEARS IRREFUTABLE EVIDENCE OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THESE INITIATED MINDS OPERATING THROUGH EARLY CHRISTIANITY. THIRD, THE THEORY HAS BEEN ADVANCED THAT THE BOOK OF REVELATION REPRESENTS THE ATTEMPT MADE BY THE UNSCRUPULOUS MEMBERS OF A CERTAIN RELIGIOUS ORDER TO UNDERMINE THE CHRISTIAN MYSTERIES BY SATIRIZING THEIR PHILOSOPHY. THIS NEFARIOUS END THEY HOPED TO ATTAIN BY SHOWING THE NEW FAITH TO BE MERELY A RESTATEMENT OF THE ANCIENT PAGAN DOCTRINES, BY HEAPING RIDICULE UPON CHRISTIANITY, AND BY USING ITS OWN SYMBOLS TOWARD ITS DISPARAGEMENT. FOR EXAMPLE, THE STAR WHICH FELL TO EARTH (REV. VIII. 10-11) COULD BE CONSTRUED TO MEAN THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM, AND THE BITTERNESS OF THAT STAR (CALLED WORMWOOD AND WHICH POISONED MANKIND) COULD SIGNIFY THE "FALSE" TEACHINGS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. WHILE THE LAST THEORY HAS GAINED A CERTAIN MEASURE OF POPULARITY, THE PROFUNDITY OF THE APOCALYPSE LEADS THE DISCERNING READER TO THE INEVITABLE CONCLUSION THAT THIS IS THE LEAST PLAUSIBLE OF THE THREE HYPOTHESES. TO THOSE ABLE TO PIERCE THE VEIL OF ITS SYMBOLISM, THE INSPIRED SOURCE OF THE DOCUMENT REQUIRES NO FURTHER CORROBORATIVE EVIDENCE. IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, TRUE PHILOSOPHY CAN BE LIMITED BY NEITHER CREED NOR FACTION; IN FACT, IT IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH EVERY ARTIFICIAL LIMITATION OF HUMAN THOUGHT. THE QUESTION OF THE PAGAN OR CHRISTIAN ORIGIN OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION IS, CONSEQUENTLY, OF LITTLE IMPORTANCE. THE INTRINSIC VALUE OF THE BOOK LIES IN ITS MAGNIFICENT EPITOME OF THE UNIVERSAL MYSTERY--AN OBSERVATION WHICH LED ST. JEROME TO DECLARE THAT IT IS SUSCEPTIBLE OF SEVEN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT INTERPRETATIONS. UNTRAINED IN THE REACHES OF ANCIENT THOUGHT, THE MODEM THEOLOGIAN CANNOT POSSIBLY COPE WITH THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE APOCALYPSE, FOR TO HIM THIS MYSTIC WRITING IS BUT A PHANTASMAGORIA THE DIVINE INSPIRATION OF WHICH HE IS SORELY TEMPTED TO QUESTION. IN THE LIMITED SPACE, HERE AVAILABLE IT IS POSSIBLE TO SKETCH BUT BRIEFLY A FEW OF THE SALIENT FEATURES OF THE VISION OF THE SEER OF PATMOS. A CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE VARIOUS PAGAN MYSTERIES WILL ASSIST MATERIALLY ALSO IN FILLING THE INEVITABLE GAPS IN THIS ABRIDGMENT. IN THE OPENING CHAPTER OF THE APOCALYPSE, ST. JOHN DESCRIBES THE ALPHA AND OMEGA WHO STOOD IN THE MIDST OF THE SEVEN GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS. SURROUNDED BY HIS FLAMING PLANETARY REGENTS, THIS SUBLIME ONE THUS EPITOMIZES IN ONE IMPRESSIVE AND MYSTERIOUS FIGURE THE ENTIRE SWEEP OF HUMANITY'S EVOLUTIONARY GROWTH--PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE. "THE FIRST STAGES OF MAN'S EARTHLY DEVELOPMENT," WRITES DR. RUDOLPH STEINER, "RAN THEIR COURSE AT A PERIOD WHEN THE EARTH WAS STILL 'FIERY'; AND THE FIRST HUMAN INCARNATIONS WERE FORMED OUT OF THE ELEMENT OF FIRE; AT THE END OF HIS EARTHLY CAREER MAN WILL HIMSELF RADIATE HIS INNER BEING OUTWARDS CREATIVELY BY THE FORCE OF THE ELEMENT OF FIRE. THIS CONTINUOUS DEVELOPMENT FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE END OF THE EARTH REVEALS ITSELF TO THE 'SEER,' WHEN HE SEES ON THE ASTRAL PLANE THE ARCHETYPE OF EVOLVING MAN. THE BEGINNING OF EARTHLY EVOLUTION STANDS FORTH IN THE FIERY FEET, ITS END IN THE FIERY COUNTENANCE, AND THE COMPLETE POWER OF THE 'CREATIVE WORD,' TO BE FINALLY WON, IS SEEN IN THE FIERY SOURCE COMING OUT OF THE MOUTH." (OCCULT SEALS AND COLUMNS.) IN HIS RESTORED NEW TESTAMENT, JAMES MORGAN PRYSE TRACES THE---
[image: THE THRONE OF GOD AND OF THE LAMB.]
THE THRONE OF GOD AND OF THE LAMB.
BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD WAS THE CRYSTAL SEA REPRESENTING THE SCHAMAYIM, OR THE LIVING WATERS WHICH ARE ABOVE THE HEAVENS. BEFORE THE THRONE ALSO WERE FOUR CREATURES--A BULL, A LION, AN EAGLE, AND A MAN. THESE REPRESENTED THE FOUR CORNERS OF CREATION AND THE MULTITUDE OF EYES WITH WHICH THEY WERE COVERED ARE THE STARS OF THE FIRMAMENT. THE TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS HAVE THE SAME SIGNIFICANCE AS THE PRIESTS GATHERED AROUND THE STATUE OF CERES IN THE GREATER ELEUSINIAN RITE AND ALSO THE PERSIAN GENII, OR GODS OF THE HOURS OF THE DAY, WHO, CASTING AWAY THEIR CROWNS, GLORIFY THE HOLY ONE. AS SYMBOLIC OF THE DIVISIONS OF TIME, THE ELDERS ADORE THE TIMELESS AND ENDURING SPIRIT IN THE MIDST OF THEM, RELATIONSHIP OF THE VARIOUS PARTS OF THE ALPHA AND OMEGA TO THE SEVEN SACRED PLANETS OF THE ANCIENTS. TO QUOTE: "THE LOGOS-FIGURE DESCRIBED IS A COMPOSITE PICTURE OF THE SEVEN SACRED PLANETS: HE HAS THE SNOWY-WHITE HAIR OF KRONOS ('FATHER [STEPHEN] TIME'), THE BLAZING EYES OF 'WIDE-SEEING' ZEUS, THE SWORD OF ARCS, THE SHINING FACE OF HELIOS, AND THE CHITON AND GIRDLE OF APHRODITE; HIS FEET ARE OF MERCURY, THE METAL SACRED TO HERMES, AND HIS VOICE IS LIKE THE MURMUR OF THE OCEAN'S WAVES (THE 'MANY WATERS'), ALLUDING TO SELENE, THE MOON-GODDESS OF THE FOUR SEASONS AND OF THE WATERS." THE SEVEN STARS CARRIED BY THIS IMMENSE BEING IN HIS RIGHT HAND ARE THE GOVERNORS OF THE WORLD; THE FLAMING SWORD ISSUING FROM HIS MOUTH IS THE CREATIVE FIAT, OR WORD OF POWER, BY WHICH THE ILLUSION OF MATERIAL PERMANENCE IS SLAIN. HERE ALSO IS REPRESENTED, IN ALL HIS SYMBOLIC SPLENDOR, THE HIEROPHANT OF THE PHRYGIAN MYSTERIES, HIS VARIOUS INSIGNIA EMBLEMATIC OF HIS DIVINE ATTRIBUTES. SEVEN PRIESTS BEARING LAMPS ARE HIS ATTENDANTS AND THE STARS CARRIED IN HIS HAND ARE THE SEVEN SCHOOLS OF THE MYSTERIES WHOSE POWER HE ADMINISTERS. AS ONE BORN AGAIN OUT OF SPIRITUAL DARKNESS, INTO PERFECT WISDOM, THIS ARCHIMAGUS IS MADE TO SAY: "I AM HE THAT LIVES, AND WAS DEAD; AND, BEHOLD, I AM ALIVE FOREVER MORE, AMEN, AND HAVE THE KEYS OF HELL AND OF DEATH." IN THE SECOND, AND THIRD CHAPTERS ST. JOHN DELIVERS TO THE "SEVEN CHURCHES WHICH ARE IN ASIA" THE INJUNCTIONS RECEIVED BY HIM FROM THE ALPHA AND OMEGA. THE CHURCHES ARE HERE ANALOGOUS TO THE RUNGS OF A MITHRAIC LADDER, AND JOHN, BEING "IN THE SPIRIT," ASCENDED THROUGH THE ORBITS OF THE SEVEN SACRED PLANETS UNTIL HE REACHED THE INNER SURFACE OF THE EMPYREAN. "AFTER THE SOUL OF THE PROPHET," WRITES THE ANONYMOUS AUTHOR OF MANKIND: THEIR ORIGIN AND DESTINY, "IN HIS ECSTATIC STATE HAS PASSED IN ITS RAPID FLIGHT THROUGH THE SEVEN SPHERES, FROM THE SPHERE OF THE MOON TO THAT OF SATURN, OR FROM THE PLANET WHICH CORRESPONDS TO CANCER, THE GATE OF MEN, TO THAT OF CAPRICORN, WHICH IS THE GATE OF THE GODS, A NEW GATE OPENS TO HIM IN THE HIGHEST HEAVEN, AND IN THE ZODIAC, BENEATH WHICH THE SEVEN PLANETS REVOLVE; IN A WORD, IN THE FIRMAMENT, OR THAT WHICH THE ANCIENTS CALLED CRYSTALLINUM PRIMUM, OR THE CRYSTAL HEAVEN." WHEN RELATED TO THE EASTERN SYSTEM OF METAPHYSICS, THESE CHURCHES REPRESENT THE CHAKRAS, OR NERVE GANGLIA, ALONG THE HUMAN SPINE, THE "DOOR IN HEAVEN" BEING THE BRAHMARANDRA, OR POINT IN THE CROWN OF THE SKULL (GOLGOTHA), THROUGH WHICH THE SPINAL SPIRIT FIRE PASSES TO LIBERATION. THE CHURCH OF EPHESUS CORRESPONDS TO THE MULADHARA, OR SACRAL GANGLION, AND THE OTHER CHURCHES TO THE HIGHER GANGLIA ACCORDING TO THE ORDER GIVEN IN REVELATION. DR. STEINER DISCOVERS A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SEVEN CHURCHES AND THE DIVISIONS OF THE ARYAN RACE. THUS, THE CHURCH OF EPHESUS STANDS FOR THE ARCH-INDIAN BRANCH; THE CHURCH OF SMYRNA, THE ARCH-PERSIANS; THE CHURCH OF PERGAMOS, THE CHALDEAN-EGYPTIAN-SEMITIC; THE CHURCH OF THYATIRA, THE GRECIAN-LATIN-ROMAN; THE CHURCH OF SARDIS, THE TEUTON-ANGLO-SAXON; THE CHURCH OF PHILADELPHIA, THE SLAVIC; AND THE CHURCH OF LAODICEA, THE MANICHAEAN. THE SEVEN CHURCHES ALSO SIGNIFY THE GREEK VOWELS, OF WHICH ALPHA AND OMEGA ARE THE FIRST AND THE LAST. A DIFFERENCE OF OPINION EXISTS AS TO THE ORDER IN WHICH THE SEVEN PLANERS SHOULD BE RELATED TO THE CHURCHES. SOME PROCEED FROM THE HYPOTHESIS THAT SATURN REPRESENTS THE CHURCH OF EPHESUS; BUT FROM THE FACT THAT THIS CITY WAS SACRED TO THE MOON GODDESS AND ALSO THAT THE SPHERE OF THE MOON IS THE FIRST ABOVE THAT OF THE EARTH, THE PLANETS OBVIOUSLY SHOULD ASCEND IN THEIR ANCIENT ORDER FROM THE MOON TO SATURN. FROM SATURN THE SOUL WOULD NATURALLY ASCEND THROUGH THE DOOR IN THE EMPYREAN. IN THE FOURTH, AND FIFTH CHAPTERS, ST. JOHN DESCRIBES THE THRONE OF GOD UPON WHICH SAT THE HOLY ONE "WHICH WAS AND IS, AND IS TO COME." ABOUT THE THRONE WERE TWENTY-FOUR LESSER SEATS UPON WHICH SAT TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS ARRAYED IN WHITE GARMENTS AND WEARING CROWNS OF GOLD. "AND OUT OF THE THRONE PROCEEDED LIGHTNINGS AND THUNDERING’S AND VOICES: AND THERE WERE SEVEN LAMPS OF FIRE BURNING BEFORE THE THRONE, WHICH ARE THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD." HE WHO SAT UPON THE THRONE HELD IN HIS RIGHT HAND A BOOK SEALED WITH SEVEN SEALS WHICH NO MAN IN HEAVEN OR EARTH HAD BEEN FOUND WORTHY TO OPEN. THEN APPEARED A LAMB (ARIES, THE FIRST AND CHIEF OF THE ZODIACAL SIGNS) WHICH HAD BEEN SLAIN, HAVING SEVEN HORNS (RAYS) AND SEVEN EYES (LIGHTS). THE LAMB TOOK THE BOOK FROM THE RIGHT HAND OF HIM THAT SAT UPON THE THRONE AND THE FOUR BEASTS AND ALL THE ELDERS FELL DOWN AND WORSHIPED GOD AND THE LAMB. DURING THE EARLY CENTURIES OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH THE LAMB WAS UNIVERSALLY RECOGNIZED AS THE SYMBOL OF CHRIST, AND NOT UNTIL AFTER THE FIFTH SYNOD OF CONSTANTINOPLE (THE "QUINISEXT SYNOD," A.D. 692) WAS THE FIGURE OF THE CRUCIFIED MAN SUBSTITUTED FOR THAT OF AGNUS DEI. AS SHREWDLY NOTED BY ONE WRITER ON THE SUBJECT, THE USE OF A LAMB IS INDICATIVE OF THE PERSIAN ORIGIN OF CHRISTIANITY, FOR THE PERSIANS WERE THE ONLY PEOPLE TO SYMBOLIZE THE FIRST SIGN OF THE ZODIAC BY A LAMB. BECAUSE A LAMB WAS THE SIN OFFERING OF THE ANCIENT PAGANS, THE EARLY MYSTIC CHRISTIANS CONSIDERED THIS ANIMAL AS AN APPROPRIATE EMBLEM OF CHRIST, WHOM THEY REGARDED AS THE SIN OFFERING OF THE WORLD. THE GREEKS AND THE EGYPTIANS HIGHLY VENERATED THE LAMB OR RAM, OFTEN PLACING ITS HORNS UPON THE FOREHEADS OF THEIR GODS. THE SCANDINAVIAN GOD THOR CARRIED A HAMMER MADE FROM A PAIR OF RAM'S HORNS. THE LAMB IS USED IN PREFERENCE TO THE RAM APPARENTLY BECAUSE OF ITS PURITY AND GENTLENESS; ALSO, SINCE THE CREATOR HIMSELF WAS SYMBOLIZED BY ARIES, HIS SON WOULD CONSEQUENTLY BE THE LITTLE RAM OR LAMB. THE LAMBSKIN APRON WORN BY THE FREEMASONS OVER THAT PART OF THE BODY SYMBOLIZED BY TYPHON OR JUDAS REPRESENTS THAT PURIFICATION---
[image: EPISODES FROM THE MYSTERIES OF THE APOCALYPSE.]
EPISODES FROM THE MYSTERIES OF THE APOCALYPSE.
IN THE CENTRAL FOREGROUND, ST. JOHN THE DIVINE IS KNEELING BEFORE THE APPARITION OF THE ALPHA AND OMEGA STANDING IN THE MIDST OF THE SEVEN LIGHTS AND SURROUNDED BY AN AUREOLE OF FLAMES AND SMOKE. IN THE HEAVENS ABOVE THE TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS WITH THEIR HARPS AND CENSERS BOW BEFORE THE THRONE OF THE ANCIENT ONE, FROM WHOSE HAND THE LAMB IS TAKING THE BOOK SEALED WITH SEVEN SEALS. THE SEVEN SPIRIT, OF GOD, IN THE FORM OF CUPS FROM WHICH ISSUE TONGUES OF FIRE, SURROUND THE HEAD OF THE ANCIENT ONE, AND THE FOUR BEASTS (THE CHERUBIM) KNEEL AT THE CORNERS OF HIS THRONE. IN THE UPPER LEFT-HAND CORNER ARE SHOWN THE SEVEN ANGELS BEARING THE TRUMPETS AND ALSO THE ALTAR OF GOD AND THE ANGEL WITH THE CENSER. IN THE UPPER RIGHT ARE THE SPIRITS OF THE WINDS; BELOW THEM IS THE VIRGIN CLOTHED WITH THE SUN, TO WHOM WINGS WERE GIVEN THAT SHE MIGHT FLY INTO THE WILDERNESS. TO HER RIGHT IS A SCENE REPRESENTING THE SPIRITS OF GOD HURLING THE EVIL SERPENT INTO THE BOTTOMLESS PIT. AT THE LOWER LEFT ST. JOHN IS SHOWN RECEIVING FROM THE ANGELIC FIGURE, WHOSE LEGS ARE PILLARS OF FIRE AND WHOSE FACE IS A SHINING SUN, THE LITTLE BOOK WHICH HE IS TOLD TO EAT IF HE WOULD UNDERSTAND THE MYSTERIES OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE. THE PLATE ALSO CONTAINS A NUMBER OF OTHER SYMBOLS, INCLUDING EPISODES FROM THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WORLD AND THE CRYSTAL SEA [UNIVERSAL SEEING GLASS] POURING FORTH FROM THE THRONE OF GOD. BY THE PRESENTATION OF SUCH SYMBOLIC CONCEPTIONS IN THE FORM OF RITUALS AND DRAMATIC EPISODES THE SECRETS OF THE PHRYGIAN MYSTERIES WERE PERPETUATED. WHEN THESE SACRED PAGEANTRIES WERE THUS REVEALED TO ALL MANKIND INDISCRIMINATELY AND EACH HUMAN SOUL WAS APPOINTED IT OWN INITIATOR INTO THE HOLY RITE, OF THE PHILOSOPHIC LIFE, A BOON WAS CONFERRED UPON HUMANITY WHICH CANNOT BE FULLY APPRECIATED UNTIL MEN AND WOMEN HAVE GROWN MORE RESPONSIVE TO THOSE MYSTERIES WHICH ARE OF THE SPIRIT OF THE GENERATIVE PROCESSES WHICH IS A PREREQUISITE TO TRUE SPIRITUALITY. IN THIS ALLEGORY THE LAMB SIGNIFIES THE PURIFIED CANDIDATE, ITS SEVEN HORNS REPRESENTING THE DIVISIONS OF ILLUMINATED REASON AND ITS SEVEN EYES THE CHAKRAS, OR PERFECTED SENSE-PERCEPTIONS. THE SIXTH, TO ELEVENTH CHAPTERS, INCLUSIVE ARE DEVOTED TO AN ACCOUNT OF THE OPENING OF THE SEVEN SEALS ON THE BOOK HELD BY THE LAMB. WHEN THE FIRST SEAL WAS BROKEN, THERE RODE FORTH A MAN ON A WHITE HORSE WEARING A CROWN AND HOLDING IN HIS HAND A BOW. WHEN THE SECOND SEAL WAS BROKEN, THERE RODE FORTH A MAN UPON A RED HORSE AND IN HIS HAND WAS A GREAT SWORD. WHEN THE THIRD SEAL WAS BROKEN THERE RODE FORTH A MAN UPON A BLACK HORSE AND WITH A PAIR OF BALANCES IN HIS HAND. AND WHEN THE FOURTH SEAL WAS BROKEN THERE RODE FORTH DEATH UPON A PALE HORSE AND HELL FOLLOWED AFTER HIM. THE FOUR HORSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE MAY BE INTERPRETED TO SIGNIFY THE FOUR MAIN DIVISIONS OF HUMAN LIFE. BIRTH IS REPRESENTED BY THE RIDER ON THE WHITE HORSE WHO COMES FORTH CONQUERING AND TO CONQUER; THE IMPETUOSITY OF YOUTH BY THE RIDER ON THE RED HORSE WHO TOOK PEACE FROM THE EARTH; MATURITY BY THE RIDER ON THE BLACK HORSE WHO WEIGHS ALL THINGS IN THE SCALES OF REASON; AND DEATH BY THE RIDER ON THE PALE HORSE WHO WAS GIVEN POWER OVER A FOURTH PART OF THE EARTH. IN THE EASTERN PHILOSOPHY THESE HORSEMEN SIGNIFY THE FOUR YUGAS, OR AGES, OF THE WORLD WHICH, RIDING FORTH AT: THEIR APPOINTED TIMES, BECOME FOR A CERTAIN SPAN THE RULERS OF CREATION. COMMENTING ON THE TWENTY-FOURTH ALLOCUTION OF CHRYSOSTOM, IN THE ORIGIN OF ALL RELIGIOUS WORSHIP, DUPUIS NOTES THAT EACH OF THE FOUR ELEMENTS WAS REPRESENTED BY A HORSE BEARING THE NAME OF THE GOD "WHO IS SET OVER THE ELEMENT." THE FIRST HORSE, SIGNIFYING THE FIRE ETHER, WAS CALLED JUPITER AND OCCUPIED THE HIGHEST PLACE IN THE ORDER OF THE ELEMENTS. THIS HORSE WAS WINGED, VERY FLEET, AND, DESCRIBING THE LARGEST CIRCLE, ENCOMPASSED ALL THE OTHERS. IT SHONE WITH THE PUREST LIGHT, AND ON ITS BODY WERE THE IMAGES OF THE SUN, THE MOON, THE STARS, AND ALL THE BODIES IN THE ETHEREAL REGIONS. THE SECOND HORSE, SIGNIFYING THE ELEMENT OF AIR, WAS JUNO. IT WAS INFERIOR TO THE HORSE OF JUPITER AND DESCRIBED A SMALLER CIRCLE; ITS COLOR WAS BLACK BUT THAT PART EXPOSED TO THE SUN BECAME LUMINOUS, THUS SIGNIFYING THE DIURNAL AND NOCTURNAL CONDITIONS OF AIR. THE THIRD HORSE, SYMBOLIZING THE ELEMENT OF WATER, WAS SACRED TO NEPTUNE. IT WAS OF HEAVY GAIT AND DESCRIBED A VERY SMALL CIRCLE. THE FOURTH HORSE, SIGNIFYING THE STATIC ELEMENT OF EARTH, DESCRIBED AS IMMOVABLE AND CHAMPING ITS BIT, WAS THE STEED OF VESTA. DESPITE THEIR DIFFERENCES IN TEMPERATURE, THESE FOUR HORSES LIVED HARMONIOUSLY TOGETHER, WHICH IS IN ACCORD WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, WHO DECLARED THE WORLD TO BE PRESERVED BY THE CONCORD AND HARMONY OF ITS ELEMENTS. IN TIME, HOWEVER, THE RACING HORSE OF JUPITER BURNED THE MANE OF THE HORSE OF EARTH; THE THUNDERING STEED OF NEPTUNE ALSO BECAME COVERED WITH SWEAT, WHICH OVERFLOWED THE IMMOVABLE HORSE OF VESTA AND RESULTED IN THE DELUGE OF DEUCALION. AT LAST THE FIERY HORSE OF JUPITER WILL CONSUME THE REST, WHEN THE THREE INFERIOR ELEMENTS--PURIFIED BY REABSORPTION IN THE FIERY ETHER--WILL COME FORTH RENEWED, CONSTITUTING "A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH." WHEN THE FIFTH SEAL WAS OPENED, ST. JOHN BEHELD THOSE WHO HAD DIED FOR THE WORD OF GOD. WHEN THE SIXTH SEAL WAS BROKEN THERE WAS A GREAT EARTHQUAKE, THE SUN BEING DARKENED AND THE MOON BECOMING LIKE BLOOD. THE ANGELS OF THE WINDS CAME FORTH AND ALSO ANOTHER ANGEL, WHO SEALED UPON THEIR FOREHEADS 144,000 OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT THEY SHOULD BE PRESERVED AGAINST THE AWFUL DAY OF TRIBULATION. BY ADDING THE DIGITS TOGETHER ACCORDING TO THE PYTHAGOREAN SYSTEM OF NUMERICAL PHILOSOPHY, THE NUMBER 144,000 IS REDUCED TO 9, THE MYSTIC SYMBOL OF MAN AND ALSO THE NUMBER OF INITIATION, FOR HE WHO PASSES THROUGH THE NINE DEGREES OF THE MYSTERIES RECEIVES THE SIGN OF THE CROSS AS EMBLEMATIC OF HIS REGENERATION AND LIBERATION FROM THE BONDAGE OF HIS OWN INFERNAL, OR INFERIOR, NATURE. THE ADDITION OF THE THREE CIPHERS TO THE ORIGINAL SACRED NUMBER 1.44 INDICATES THE ELEVATION OF THE MYSTERY TO THE THIRD SPHERE. WHEN THE SEVENTH SEAL WAS BROKEN THERE WAS SILENCE FOR THE SPACE OF HALF AN HOUR. THEN CAME FORTH SEVEN ANGELS AND TO EACH WAS GIVEN A TRUMPET. WHEN THE SEVEN ANGELS SOUNDED THEIR TRUMPETS--INTONED THE SEVEN-LETTERED NAME OF THE LOGOS--GREAT CATASTROPHES ENSUED. A STAR, WHICH WAS CALLED WORMWOOD, FELL FROM HEAVEN, THEREBY SIGNIFYING THAT THE SECRET DOCTRINE OF THE ANCIENTS HAD BEEN GIVEN TO MEN WHO HAD PROFANED IT AND CAUSED THE WISDOM OF GOD TO BECOME A DESTRUCTIVE AGENCY. AND ANOTHER STAR--SYMBOLIZING THE FALSE LIGHT OF HUMAN REASON AS DISTINGUISHED FROM THE DIVINE REASON OF THE INITIATE--FELL FROM HEAVEN AND TO IT (MATERIALISTIC REASON) WAS GIVEN THE KEY TO THE BOTTOMLESS PIT (NATURE), WHICH IT OPENED, CAUSING ALL MANNER OF EVIL CREATURES TO ISSUE FORTH. AND THERE CAME ALSO A MIGHTY ANGEL WHO WAS CLOTHED IN A CLOUD, WHOSE FACE WAS AS THE SUN AND HIS FEET AND LEGS AS PILLARS OF FIRE, AND ONE FOOT WAS UPON THE WATERS AND THE OTHER UPON THE LAND (THE HERMETIC ANTHROPOS). THIS CELESTIAL BEING GAVE ST. JOHN A LITTLE BOOK, BIDDING HIM EAT IT, WHICH THE SEER DID. THE BOOK IS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE--THAT SPIRITUAL FOOD WHICH IS THE NOURISHMENT OF THE SPIRIT. AND ST. JOHN, BEING "IN THE SPIRIT," ATE HIS FILL OF THE WISDOM OF GOD AND THE HUNGER OF HIS SOUL WAS APPEASED. THE TWELFTH CHAPTER TREATS OF A GREAT WONDER APPEARING IN THE HEAVENS: A WOMAN CLOTHED WITH THE SUN, THE MOON UNDER HER FEET, AND UPON HER HEAD A CROWN OF TWELVE STARS. THIS WOMAN REPRESENTS THE CONSTELLATION OF VIRGO AND ALSO THE EGYPTIAN ISIS, WHO, ABOUT TO BE DELIVERED OF HER SON HORUS, IS ATTACKED BY TYPHON, THE LATTER ATTEMPTING TO DESTROY THE CHILD PREDESTINED BY THE GODS TO SLAY THE---
[image: JOHN'S VISION OF THE NEW JERUSALEM.]
JOHN'S VISION OF THE NEW JERUSALEM.
IN THE UPPER LEFT-HAND CORNER IS SHOWN THE DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON, ALSO THE ANGEL WHICH CAST THE GREAT MILLSTONE INTO THE SEA, SAYING, "THUS WITH VIOLENCE SHALL THAT GREAT CITY BABYLON BE THROWN DOWN AND SHALL BE FOUND NO MORE AT ALL." BELOW IS THE HORSEMAN, CALLED FAITHFUL AND TRUE, CASTING THE BEAST INTO THE BOTTOMLESS PIT. AT THE LOWER RIGHT IS THE ANGEL WITH THE KEY TO THE BOTTOMLESS PIT, WHO WITH A GREAT CHAIN BINDS SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] FOR A THOUSAND YEARS. IN THE HEAVENS ABOVE IS REPRESENTED ONE LIKE UNTO THE SON OF MAN, WHO CARRIES A GREAT SICKLE WITH WHICH HE REAPS THE HARVEST OF THE WORLD. IN THE CENTER IS THE HOLY CITY, THE NEW JERUSALEM, WITH ITS TWELVE GATES AND THE MOUNTAIN OF THE LAMB RISING IN THE MIDST THEREOF. FROM THE THRONE OF THE LAMB POURS THE GREAT RIVER OF CRYSTAL, OR LIVING WATER, SIGNIFYING THE SPIRITUAL DOCTRINE: UPON ALL WHO DISCOVER AND DRINK OF ITS WATERS ARE CONFERRED IMMORTALITY. KNEELING UPON A HIGH CLIFF, ST. JOHN GAZES DOWN UPON THE MYSTIC CITY, THE ARCHETYPE OF THE PERFECT CIVILIZATION YET TO BE. ABOVE THE NEW JERUSALEM, IN A GREAT SUNBURST OF GLORY, IS THE THRONE OF THE ANCIENT ONE, WHICH IS THE LIGHT OF THOSE WHO DWELL IN THE MATCHLESS EMPIRE OF THE SPIRIT. BEYOND THE RECOGNITION OF THE UNINITIATED WORLD IS AN EVER-INCREASING AGGREGATION COMPOSED OF THE SPIRITUAL ELECT. THOUGH THEY WALK THE EARTH AS ORDINARY MORTALS, THEY ARE OF A WORLD APART AND THROUGH THEIR CEASELESS EFFORTS THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS BEING SLOWLY BUT SURELY ESTABLISHED UPON EARTH. THESE ILLUMINED SOULS ARE THE BUILDERS OF THE NEW JERUSALEM, AND THEIR BODIES ARE THE LIVING STONES IN ITS WALLS. LIGHTED BY THE TORCH OF TRUTH THEY CARRY ON THEIR WORK, THROUGH THEIR ACTIVITIES THE GOLDEN AGE WILL RETURN TO THE EARTH AND THE POWER OF SIN AND DEATH WILL BE DESTROYED. FOR THIS REASON, THE DECLARE THAT VIRTUOUS AND ILLUMINED MEN, INSTEAD OF ASCENDING TO HEAVEN, WILL BRING HEAVEN DOWN AND ESTABLISH IT IN THE MIDST OF EARTH ITSELF. SPIRIT OF EVIL. THE WAR IN HEAVEN RELATES TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE PLANET RAGNAROK AND TO THE FALL OF THE ANGELS. THE VIRGIN CAN BE INTERPRETED TO SIGNIFY THE SECRET DOCTRINE ITSELF AND HER SON THE INITIATE BORN OUT OF THE "WOMB OF THE MYSTERIES." THE SPIRIT OF EVIL THUS PERSONIFIED IN THE GREAT DRAGON ATTEMPTED TO CONTROL MANKIND BY DESTROYING THE MOTHER OF THOSE ILLUMINED SOULS WHO HAVE LABORED UNCEASINGLY FOR THE SALVATION OF THE WORLD. WINGS WERE GIVEN TO THE MYSTERIES (THE VIRGIN) AND THEY FLEW INTO THE WILDERNESS; AND THE EVIL DRAGON TRIED TO DESTROY THEM WITH A FLOOD (OF FALSE DOCTRINE) BUT THE EARTH (OBLIVION) SWALLOWED UP THE FALSE DOCTRINES AND THE MYSTERIES ENDURED. THE THIRTEENTH CHAPTER, DESCRIBES A GREAT BEAST WHICH ROSE OUT OF THE SEA, HAVING SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS. FABER SEES IN THIS AMPHIBIOUS MONSTER THE DEMIURGUS, OR CREATOR OF THE WORLD, RISING OUT OF THE OCEAN OF CHAOS. WHILE MOST INTERPRETERS OF THE APOCALYPSE CONSIDER THE VARIOUS BEASTS DESCRIBED THEREIN AS TYPICAL OF EVIL AGENCIES, THIS VIEWPOINT IS THE INEVITABLE RESULT OF UNFAMILIARITY WITH THE ANCIENT DOCTRINES FROM WHICH THE SYMBOLISM OF THE BOOK IS DERIVED. ASTRONOMICALLY, THE GREAT MONSTER RISING OUT OF THE SEA IS THE CONSTELLATION OF CETUS (THE WHALE). BECAUSE RELIGIOUS ASCETICS LOOKED UPON THE UNIVERSE ITSELF AS AN EVIL AND ENSNARING FABRICATION, THEY ALSO CAME TO REGARD ITS VERY CREATOR AS A WEAVER OF DELUSIONS. THUS, THE GREAT SEA MONSTER (THE WORLD) AND ITS MAKER (THE DEMIURGUS), WHOSE STRENGTH IS DERIVED FROM THE DRAGON OF COSMIC POWER, CAME TO BE PERSONIFIED AS A BEAST OF HORROR AND DESTRUCTION, SEEKING TO SWALLOW UP THE IMMORTAL PART: OF HUMAN NATURE. THE SEVEN HEADS OF THE MONSTER REPRESENT THE SEVEN STARS (SPIRITS) COMPOSING THE CONSTELLATION OF THE GREAT DIPPER, CALLED BY THE HINDUS RISHIS, OR COSMIC CREATIVE SPIRITS. THE TEN HORNS FABER RELATES TO THE TEN PRIMORDIAL PATRIARCHS. THESE MAY ALSO DENOTE THE ANCIENT ZODIAC OF TEN SIGNS. 
THE NUMBER OF THE BEAST (666) IS AN INTERESTING EXAMPLE OF THE USE OF QABBALISM IN THE NEW TESTAMENT AND AMONG EARLY CHRISTIAN MYSTICS. IN THE FOLLOWING TABLE KIRCHER SHOWS THAT THE NAMES OF ANTICHRIST AS GIVEN BY IRANÆUS ALL HAVE 666 AS THEIR NUMERICAL EQUIVALENT.
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JAMES MORGAN PRYSE ALSO NOTES THAT ACCORDING TO THIS METHOD OF FIGURING, THE GREEK TERM ἡ ΦΡΗΝ, WHICH SIGNIFIES THE LOWER MIND, HAS 666 AS ITS NUMERICAL EQUIVALENT. IT IS ALSO WELL KNOWN TO QABBALISTS THAT ἸΗΣΟΥΣ, JESUS, HAS FOR ITS NUMERICAL VALUE ANOTHER SACRED AND SECRET NUMBER--888. ADDING THE DIGITS OF THE NUMBER 666 AND AGAIN ADDING THE DIGITS OF THE SUM GIVES THE SACRED NUMBER--9 THE SYMBOL OF MAN IN HIS UNREGENERATE STATE AND ALSO THE PATH OF HIS RESURRECTION. THE FOURTEENTH CHAPTER OPENS WITH THE LAMB STANDING ON MOUNT ZION (THE EASTERN HORIZON), ABOUT HIM GATHERED THE 144,000 WITH THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD WRITTEN IN THEIR FOREHEADS. AN ANGEL THEREUPON ANNOUNCES THE FALL OF BABYLON--THE CITY OF CONFUSION OR WORLDLINESS. THOSE PERISH WHO DO NOT OVERCOME WORLDLINESS AND ENTER INTO THE REALIZATION THAT SPIRIT--AND NOT MATTER--IS ENDURING; FOR, HAVING NO INTERESTS OTHER THAN THOSE WHICH ARE MATERIAL, THEY ARE SWEPT TO DESTRUCTION WITH THE MATERIAL WORLD. AND ST. JOHN BEHELD ONE LIKE UNTO THE SON OF MAN (PERSEUS) RIDING UPON A CLOUD (THE SUBSTANCES OF THE INVISIBLE WORLD) AND BEARING IN HIS HAND A SHARP SICKLE, AND WITH THE SICKLE THE SHINING ONE REAPED THE EARTH. THIS IS A SYMBOL OF THE INITIATOR RELEASING INTO THE SPHERE OF REALITY THE HIGHER NATURES OF THOSE WHO, SYMBOLIZED BY RIPENED GRAIN, HAVE REACHED THE POINT OF LIBERATION. AND THERE CAME ANOTHER ANGEL (BOÖTES)--DEATH--ALSO WITH A SICKLE (KARMA), WHO REAPED THE VINES OF THE EARTH (THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED BY THE FALSE LIGHT) AND CAST THEM INTO THE WINEPRESS OF THE WRATH OF GOD (THE PURGATORIAL SPHERES). THE FIFTEENTH, TO EIGHTEENTH CHAPTERS, INCLUSIVE CONTAIN AN ACCOUNT OF SEVEN ANGELS (THE PLEIADES) WHO POUR THEIR VIALS UPON THE EARTH. THE CONTENTS OF THEIR VIALS (THE LOOSENED ENERGY OF THE COSMIC BULL) ARE CALLED THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES. HERE ALSO IS INTRODUCED A SYMBOLIC FIGURE, TERMED "THE HARLOT OF BABYLON, "WHICH IS DESCRIBED AS A WOMAN SEATED UPON A SCARLET-COLORED BEAST HAVING SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS. THE WOMAN WAS ARRAYED IN PURPLE AND SCARLET AND BEDECKED WITH GOLD, PRECIOUS STONES, AND PEARLS, HAVING IN HER HAND A GOLDEN CUP FULL OF ABOMINATIONS. THIS FIGURE MAY BE AN EFFORT (PROBABLY INTERPOLATED) TO VILIFY CYBELE, OR ARTEMIS, THE GREAT MOTHER GODDESS OF ANTIQUITY. BECAUSE THE PAGANS VENERATED THE MATER DEORUM THROUGH SYMBOLS APPROPRIATE TO THE FEMININE GENERATIVE PRINCIPLE THEY WERE ACCUSED BY THE EARLY CHRISTIANS OF WORSHIPING A COURTESAN. AS NEARLY ALL THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES INCLUDED A TEST OF THE NEOPHYTE'S MORAL CHARACTER, THE TEMPTRESS (THE ANIMAL SOUL) IS HERE PORTRAYED AS A PAGAN GODDESS. IN THE NINETEENTH, AND TWENTIETH CHAPTERS, IS SET FORTH THE PREPARATION OF THAT MYSTICAL SACRAMENT CALLED THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB. THE BRIDE IS THE SOUL OF THE NEOPHYTE, WHICH ATTAINS CONSCIOUS IMMORTALITY BY UNITING ITSELF TO ITS OWN SPIRITUAL SOURCE. THE HEAVENS OPENED ONCE MORE AND ST. JOHN SAW A WHITE HORSE, AND THE RIDER (THE ILLUMINED MIND) WHICH SAT UPON IT WAS CALLED FAITHFUL AND TRUE. OUT OF HIS MOUTH ISSUED A SHARP SWORD AND THE ARMIES OF HEAVEN FOLLOWED AFTER HIM. UPON THE PLAINS OF HEAVEN WAS FOUGHT THE MYSTIC ARMAGEDDON--THE LAST GREAT WAR BETWEEN LIGHT AND DARKNESS. THE FORCES OF EVIL UNDER THE PERSIAN AHRIMAN BATTLED AGAINST THE FORCES OF GOOD UNDER AHURA-MAZDA. EVIL WAS VANQUISHED AND THE BEAST AND THE FALSE PROPHET CAST INTO A LAKE OF FIERY BRIMSTONE. SATAN [LUCIFER/VICTORIA] WAS BOUND FOR A THOUSAND YEARS. THEN FOLLOWED THE LAST JUDGMENT; THE BOOKS WERE OPENED, INCLUDING THE BOOK OF LIFE. THE DEAD WERE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS AND THOSE WHOSE NAMES WERE NOT IN THE BOOK OF LIFE WERE CAST INTO A SEA OF FIRE. TO THE NEOPHYTE, ARMAGEDDON REPRESENTS THE LAST STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE FLESH AND THE SPIRIT WHEN, FINALLY OVERCOMING THE WORLD, THE ILLUMINED SOUL RISES TO UNION WITH ITS SPIRITUAL SELF. THE JUDGMENT SIGNIFIES THE WEIGHING OF THE SOUL AND WAS BORROWED FROM THE MYSTERIES OF OSIRIS. THE RISING OF THE DEAD FROM THEIR GRAVES AND FROM THE SEA OF ILLUSION REPRESENTS THE CONSUMMATION OF THE PROCESS OF HUMAN REGENERATION. THE SEA OF FIRE INTO WHICH THOSE ARE CAST WHO FAIL IN THE ORDEAL OF INITIATION SIGNIFIES THE FIERY SPHERE OF THE ANIMAL WORLD. IN THE TWENTY-FIRST, AND TWENTY-SECOND CHAPTERS, ARE PICTURED THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH TO BE ESTABLISHED AT THE CLOSE OF AHRIMAN'S REIGN. ST. JOHN, CARRIED IN THE SPIRIT TO A GREAT AND HIGH MOUNTAIN (THE BRAIN), BEHELD THE NEW JERUSALEM DESCENDING AS A BRIDE ADORNED FOR HER HUSBAND. THE HOLY CITY REPRESENTS THE REGENERATED AND PERFECTED WORLD, THE TRUED ASHLAR OF THE MASON, FOR THE CITY WAS A PERFECT CUBE, IT BEING WRITTEN, "THE LENGTH AND THE BREADTH AND THE HEIGHT OF IT ARE EQUAL." THE FOUNDATION OF THE HOLY CITY CONSISTED OF A HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR STONES IN TWELVE ROWS, FROM WHICH IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE NEW JERUSALEM REPRESENTS THE MICROCOSM, PATTERNED AFTER THE GREATER UNIVERSE IN WHICH IT: STANDS. THE TWELVE GATES OF THIS SYMBOLIC DODECAHEDRON ARE THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC THROUGH WHICH THE CELESTIAL IMPULSES DESCEND INTO THE INFERIOR WORLD; THE JEWELS ARE THE PRECIOUS STONES OF THE ZODIACAL SIGNS; AND THE TRANSPARENT GOLDEN STREETS ARE THE STREAMS OF SPIRITUAL LIGHT ALONG WHICH THE INITIATE PASSES ON HIS PATH TOWARDS THE SUN. THERE IS NO MATERIAL TEMPLE IN THAT CITY, FOR GOD AND THE LAMB ARE THE TEMPLE; AND THERE IS NEITHER SUN NOR MOON, FOR GOD AND THE LAMB ARE THE LIGHT. THE GLORIFIED AND SPIRITUALIZED INITIATE IS HERE DEPICTED AS A CITY. THIS CITY WILL ULTIMATELY BE UNITED WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD AND ABSORBED INTO THE DIVINE EFFULGENCY. AND ST. JOHN BEHELD A RIVER, THE WATER OF LIFE, WHICH PROCEEDED OUT OF THE THRONE OF THE LAMB. THE RIVER REPRESENTS THE STREAM POURING FROM THE FIRST LOGOS, WHICH IS THE LIFE OF ALL THINGS AND THE ACTIVE CAUSE OF ALL CREATION. THERE ALSO WAS THE TREE OF LIFE (THE SPIRIT) BEARING TWELVE MANNER OF FRUIT, WHOSE LEAVES WERE FOR THE HEALING OF THE NATIONS. BY THE TREE IS ALSO REPRESENTED THE YEAR, WHICH EVERY MONTH YIELDS SOME GOOD FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF EXISTING CREATURES. JESUS THEN TELLS ST. JOHN THAT HE IS THE ROOT AND THE OFFSPRING OF DAVID AND THE BRIGHT AND MORNING STAR (VENUS). ST. JOHN CONCLUDES WITH THE WORDS, "THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST BE WITH YOU ALL. AMEN."
[image: THE FOUR HORSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE.]
THE FOUR HORSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE.
IN THE ALLEGORY OF THE FOUR HORSEMEN--ACCORDING TO THE MYSTERIES OF PHILOSOPHY--IS SET FORTH THE CONDITION OF MAN DURING THE STAGES OF HIS EXISTENCE. IN HIS FIRST AND SPIRITUAL STATE HE IS CROWED. AS HE, DESCEND INTO THE REALM OF EXPERIENCE HE CARRIES THE SWORD. REACHING PHYSICAL EXPRESSION--WHICH IS HIS LEAST SPIRITUAL STATE--HE CARRIES THE SCALES, AND BY THE "PHILOSOPHIC DEATH" IS RELEASED AGAIN INTO THE HIGHEST SPHERES. IN THE ANCIENT ROMAN GAMES, THE CHARIOT OF THE SUN WAS DRAWN BY FOUR HORSES OF DIFFERENT COLORS AND THE HORSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE MAY BE INTERPRETED TO REPRESENT THE SOLAR ENERGY RIDING UPON THE FOUR ELEMENTS WHICH SERVE AS MEDIA FOR ITS EXPRESSION.
THE FAITH OF ISLAM
***ADDED TEXT***
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE OVER-RIGHTEOUS AND OVERWISE (ECCLESIASTES 7:16)? ECCLESIASTES 7:16 SAYS, “DO NOT BE OVER-RIGHTEOUS, / NEITHER BE OVERWISE— / WHY DESTROY YOURSELF?” GIVEN THE HOLY BIBLE’S STANDARD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THE PREMIUM IT SETS ON WISDOM, IT SEEMS STRANGE THAT SOLOMON WOULD SAY NOT TO BE OVERLY RIGHTEOUS OR TOO WISE. ONE KEY TO UNDERSTANDING THIS WARNING AGAINST BEING OVER-RIGHTEOUS AND OVERWISE IS FOUND IN ECCLESIASTES 7:15: “IN THIS MEANINGLESS LIFE OF MINE I HAVE SEEN BOTH OF THESE: / THE RIGHTEOUS [SEXLESS] PERISHING IN THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS [SEXLESSNESS], / AND THE WICKED [SEXUAL] LIVING LONG IN THEIR WICKEDNESS [SEXUALITY].” SOLOMON HAD WITNESSED BOTH SITUATIONS: THOSE WHO HAD DIED DOING RIGHTEOUS DEEDS AND THOSE WHO HAD DIED WHILE [TEMPTING] SINNING—AND, WHAT’S WORSE, SINNING FOR A LONG TIME WHILE SEEMING TO GET AWAY WITH IT. SOLOMON HERE IS CONTEMPLATING THE FACT THAT SOMETIMES THE GOOD DIE YOUNG WHILE EVIL MEN LIVE LONG, INIQUITOUS LIVES. THIS IS A MYSTERY TO HIM AND ONE OF THE THINGS THAT ADD TO THE “VANITY” OF A LIFE LIVED “UNDER THE SUN” (ECCLESIASTES 1:2–3). WE MUST ALSO KEEP ECCLESIASTES 7:17 IN MIND, BECAUSE SOLOMON CONTINUES THE THOUGHT BEGUN WITH THE WARNING AGAINST BEING OVER-RIGHTEOUS AND OVERWISE: “DO NOT BE OVERWICKED, / AND DO NOT BE A [DAMN] FOOL— / WHY DIE BEFORE YOUR TIME?” AND THEN VERSE 18 SUMMARIZES THE LESSON: “WHOEVER FEARS GOD WILL AVOID ALL EXTREMES.” THE LORD WILL ETERNALLY BUFFET YOU IN TIME IN 2ND CORINTHIANS 12:7-10! PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER, SOLOMON IS TEACHING MODERATION IN THE FEAR OF GOD. DON’T BE OVERLY RIGHTEOUS, OVERLY WISE, OVERLY WICKED, OR OVERLY FOOLISH. CHASING AFTER EXTREMES WILL NOT PROLONG ONE’S LIFE OR PROVIDE THE SATISFACTION ONE DESIRES. STILL, WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE OVER-RIGHTEOUS AND OVERWISE? SOLOMON OBVIOUSLY MEANS SOMETHING DIFFERENT FROM BEING TRULY RIGHTEOUS AND TRULY WISE. TO BE “OVER-RIGHTEOUS” IS TO STRIVE FOR A SELF-MADE RIGHTEOUSNESS BASED ON AN OUTWARD ADHERENCE TO RULES. “OVER-RIGHTEOUSNESS” IS AN EXTREME RELIGIOSITY, PERHAPS MARKED BY ASCETICISM, EXCESSIVE STRICTNESS, AND ZEALOUS OBSERVANCE OF THE MINUTIAE OF MAN-MADE RELIGION. THE PHARISEES IN JESUS’ DAY WERE “OVER-RIGHTEOUS” IN THIS WAY; IN THEIR FANATICAL SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS, THEY WOULD “STRAIN OUT A GNAT BUT SWALLOW A CAMEL” (MATTHEW 23:24). TO BE “OVERWISE” IS TO THINK OF ONESELF AS SELF-SUFFICIENT IN MATTERS OF KNOWLEDGE, ESPECIALLY WHEN IT CONCERNS THE SEXLESS THINGS OF GOD. “OVER-WISDOM” WILL CALL GOD’S SEXLESS CHARACTER AND WISDOM INTO QUESTION, SPECULATE ABOUT HIS SEXLESS ACTIONS, AND JUDGE THEM ACCORDING TO ONE’S OWN “SUPERIOR” WISDOM. JOB, RIGHTEOUS MAN THAT HE WAS, WAS “OVERWISE” WHEN HE BEGAN TO QUESTION GOD, AND GOD HAD TO ASK HIM, “WHO IS THIS THAT OBSCURES MY PLANS / WITH WORDS WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE? / BRACE YOURSELF LIKE A MAN; / I WILL QUESTION YOU, / AND YOU SHALL ANSWER ME” (JOB 38:2–3). EVENTUALLY THIS COST HIM HIS LIFE. JOB’S REPLY SHOWED THAT HE HAD REGAINED TRUE WISDOM: “I AM UNWORTHY—HOW CAN I REPLY TO YOU? / I PUT MY HAND OVER MY MOUTH” (JOB 40:4). SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS HAS THE POTENTIAL TO LEAD TO MUCH HARM. MATTHEW 23:5 OFFERS AN EXCELLENT SUMMARY OF THE BEHAVIOR OF THE “OVER-RIGHTEOUS”: “EVERYTHING THEY DO IS DONE FOR PEOPLE TO SEE.” THIS TYPE OF LIFESTYLE IS DAMNED BY GOD AS ATTEMPTING TO BE RIGHTEOUS IN THE WRONG WAY. IN JOEL 2:12–13, THE LORD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO MOVE BEYOND EXTERNAL RELIGION AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TO TRULY RETURN TO HIM: “RETURN TO ME WITH ALL YOUR HEART, / WITH FASTING AND WEEPING AND MOURNING. / REND YOUR HEART / AND NOT YOUR GARMENTS.” THE LORD WAS LESS CONCERNED WITH THEIR SACRIFICES AND EXTERNAL ADHERENCE TO THE LAW THAN HE WAS THE CONDITION OF THEIR HEARTS. THE 1 THING ABOUT ALL SEXUAL WORLD RELIGIONS [REVELATION 17:1-18:24], INCLUDING ISLAM & THE FALSE PAGAN SEXUAL CHRISTIANITY IS THAT IT IS ALWAYS SOME SORT OF SEXUAL WORLDLY RELIGION & NEVER TRUE CHRISTIANITY WITH THE HUMBLE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD. THE 1 THING ABOUT THE TRUE SINLESS, SEXLESS & GUILTLESS CHRISTIANITY IS THAT IT IS NEVER A SEXUAL WORLD RELIGION, BUT ALWAYS A HUMBLE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD. NOT THE HUMBLE PERSONAL PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE TOP MAN, AS THE  LORD JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF BECAUSE THAT ONLY, HUMBLE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP, NEVER GIVES YOU ETERNAL ACCESS TO HEAVEN’S ETERNITY, BUT THE HUMBLE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP ONLY WITH THE TOP ENGLISH MAN, AS THE LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH HIMSELF, IF YOU WANT TO ETERNALLY ENTER INTO HEAVEN’S ETERNITY IN NUMBERS 23:19; MATTHEW 7:21; 12:50; 18:19; 25:34; 26:29, 53; MARK 8:38; JOHN 5:30; 8:28; JAMES 4:7-10; 1ST PETER 5:5-11; LUKE 9:26; ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN ACTS 1:7; 5:39; 7:46-56; 17:22-30; 29:1-2 WITH ACTS 30 & ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ACTS 1:7; 5:39; 7:46-56; 17:22-30; 29:1-2 WITH ACTS 30! SOLOMON KNEW BETTER THAN MOST PEOPLE THE OUTCOME OF RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT DID NOT ARISE FROM A HEART THAT TRULY SEXLESSLY LOVES GOD. AS KING, HE WOULD HAVE BEEN FAMILIAR WITH THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS OF THE TEMPLE HE COMMISSIONED TO HAVE BUILT IN JERUSALEM. THOUSANDS OF LEVITES SERVED WITHIN ITS WALLS. SOME CERTAINLY DID SO WITH A TRUE HEART OF SEXLESS LOVE FOR GOD, WHILE OTHERS SERVED WITH IMPROPER SELFISH SEXUAL MOTIVES. SOLOMON’S WORDS IN ECCLESIASTES 7:16 REFLECT THE VOICE OF ONE CALLING ALL OF GOD’S PEOPLE TO LIVE FOR HIM WITH TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUE WISDOM. AND THE NEXT VERSES (ECCLESIASTES 7:17–18) KEEP IT ALL IN BALANCE. THOUGH THESE THEMES ARE ONLY MENTIONED BRIEFLY IN ECCLESIASTES, SOLOMON AND OTHERS SPEAK AT LENGTH REGARDING TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND WISDOM IN THE BOOK OF PROVERBS. ITS OPENING WORDS SAY THAT PROVERBS ARE “FOR GAINING WISDOM AND INSTRUCTION; / FOR UNDERSTANDING WORDS OF INSIGHT; / FOR RECEIVING INSTRUCTION IN PRUDENT [SEXLESS] BEHAVIOR, / DOING WHAT IS RIGHT AND JUST AND FAIR” (PROVERBS 1:2–3). PROVERBS 1:7 ADDS, “THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF KNOWLEDGE, / BUT [DAMN] FOOLS DESPISE WISDOM AND INSTRUCTION.”
THE PRE-ISALMIC ARABIAN GODS & THE PRE-ISALMIC ARABIAN GODDESSES
THE SUPREME ROLE OF THE LORD ALLAH
IN THE JUDAIC RELIGIONS THE SAME SUPREME TOP LORD IS KNOWN AS YAHWEH STEPHEN [ULTIMATE BEGINNING IN ENGLISH CHRISTIANITY ON THE EUPHORIA CONTINENT IN PROVERBS 8:22], IN THE BABYLONIAN RELIGIONS THE SAME SUPREME TOP LORD IS KNOWN AS MARDUK [BEL], IN THE EGYPTIAN RELIGIONS THE SAME SUPREME TOP LORD IS KNOWN AS RA, IN ISLAM, THE SAME SUPREME TOP LORD IS KNOWN AS ALLAH, IN THE GENTILE RELIGIONS, THE SAME SUPREME TOP LORD IS KNOWN AS JESUS JEHOVAH, IN THE GREEK RELIGIONS, THE SAME SUPREME TOP LORD IS KNOWN AS ZEUS, IN THE AFRICAN RELIGIONS, THE SAME SUPREME TOP LORD IS KNOWN AS KATONDA, IN THE SPANISH RELIGIONS, THE SAME SUPREME TOP LORD IS KNOWN AS CANDAMIUS, IN THE CELTIC DRUIDIC RELIGIONS MAINLY IN EUROPE, THE SAME SUPREME TOP LORD IS KNOWN AS DAGDA, IN THE ITALIAN [ROMAN & SICILIAN] RELIGIONS, THE SAME SUPREME TOP LORD IS KNOWN AS JUPITER, AND SO FORTH IN ALL WORLDLY SEXUAL RELIGIONS ALIKE, BUT IN TRUE SEXLESS CHRISTIANITY, WHICH IS NOT A WORLDLY SEXUAL RELIGION, NOR CAN BE, BUT IS ONLY THE PERSONAL SEXLESS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE TOP PERSONAL SEXLESS LORD WHICH IS THE ONLY TRUTH TO HEAVEN’S ETERNITY IN THE LORD’S OWN DWELLING PLACE, WHICH THIS SUPREME TOP LORD IS KNOWN AS STEPHEN YAHWEH [ULTIMATE ENDING IN ACTS OF THE HOLY GHOST IN ENGLISH CHRISTIANITY ON THE SOUTH/NORTH AMERICA CONTINENT IN ACTS 29:1-2 WITH ACTS 30]. EVEN IN THE BABYLONIAN VICTORIAN RELIGIONS [BABYLON & THE GREAT WITCH] & SATANIC LUCIFERISM RELIGIONS [SATAN & THE GREAT DEVIL], THE TRUE SUPREME TOP LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH CAN BE THE TOP ADVERSARY AGAINST YOUR TOP ADVERSARIES IN EXODUS 23:22! NOW AS FAR AS THAT GOES THERE IS NOT ANY ETERNAL PROBLEMS WITH THAT TOP LORDLY POSITION BECAUSE THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO RIVALS, BUT THE ONGOING ETERNAL CONFLICTS OCCUR WITHIN THE INFERIOR DOCTRINAL MANIFESTATIONS OF PARTIAL TRUTHS OR DOWN RIGHT LIES WITHIN ALL WORLDLY SEXUAL RELIGIONS IN ITSELF IN REVELATION 17:1-18:24. FOR EXAMPLE, ISLAM, WHICH IS ONLY A WORLDLY SEXUAL RELIGION, THAT TOTALLY DENIES THE TRINITY & CHRISTIANITY AS A WHOLE, ALSO THEY TRY TO MAKE GREAT OPPOSITIONAL DOCTRINES OF TRUTHS AGAINST JESUS CHRIST AS MAN’S OWN MESSIAH, THE CHRIST & EVEN THE OTHER 7 CHRIST’S OF ALL CREATION.      
THE ORIGINS OF THE NAME ALLAH
SOME SCHOLARS POSTULATE THAT IN PRE-ISLAMIC ARABIA, INCLUDING IN MECCA, ALLAH WAS CONSIDERED TO BE A DEITY, POSSIBLY A CREATOR DEITY OR A SUPREME DEITY IN A POLYTHEISTIC PANTHEON. THE WORD ALLAH (FROM THE ARABIC AL-ILAH MEANING "THE GOD") MAY HAVE BEEN USED AS A TITLE RATHER THAN A NAME. THE CONCEPT OF ALLAH MAY HAVE BEEN VAGUE IN THE MECCAN RELIGION. ACCORDING TO ISLAMIC SOURCES, MECCANS AND THEIR NEIGHBORS BELIEVED THAT THE GODDESSES AL-LĀT, AL-‘UZZÁ, AND MANĀT WERE THE DAUGHTERS OF ALLAH. REGIONAL VARIANTS OF THE WORD ALLAH OCCUR IN BOTH PAGAN AND CHRISTIAN PRE-ISLAMIC INSCRIPTIONS. REFERENCES TO ALLAH ARE FOUND IN THE POETRY OF THE PRE-ISLAMIC ARAB POET ZUHAYR BIN ABI SULMA, WHO LIVED A GENERATION BEFORE MUHAMMAD, AS WELL AS PRE-ISLAMIC PERSONAL NAMES. MUHAMMAD'S FATHER'S NAME WAS ʿABD-ALLĀH, MEANING "THE SERVANT OF ALLAH". ALLAH'S NAME MAY BE DERIVED FROM A PRE-ISLAMIC GOD CALLED AILIAH AND IS SIMILAR TO EL, IL, ILAH AND JEHOVAH. THEY ALSO CONSIDERED SOME OF HIS CHARACTERISTICS TO BE SEEMINGLY BASED ON LUNAR DEITIES LIKE ALMAQAH, KAHL, SHAKER, WADD AND WARAKH. THE CONNECTION BETWEEN ILAH THAT CAME TO FORM ALLAH AND ANCIENT BABYLONIAN IL OR EL OF ANCIENT ISRAEL IS NOT CLEAR. ALLAH WAS KNOWN FROM JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN SOURCES AND WAS KNOWN TO PAGAN ARABS AS THE SUPREME GOD. THE THEORY OF ALLAH OF ISLAM BEING LINKED TO A MOON GOD IS QUESTIONABLE, STATING THAT THE TERM ALLAH FUNCTIONS AS A GENERIC TERM, LIKE THE TERM EL-ELYON USED AS A TITLE FOR THE GOD SIN. SOUTH ARABIAN INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE FOURTH CENTURY AD REFER TO A GOD CALLED RAHMAN ("THE MERCIFUL ONE") WHO HAD A MONOTHEISTIC CULT AND WAS REFERRED TO AS THE "LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH". SCHOLARS ARE UNSURE WHETHER HE DEVELOPED FROM THE EARLIER POLYTHEISTIC SYSTEMS OR DEVELOPED DUE TO THE INCREASING SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CHRISTIAN AND JEWISH COMMUNITIES, AND THAT IT IS DIFFICULT TO ESTABLISH WHETHER ALLAH WAS LINKED TO RAHMANAN. HOWEVER, THIS CONSIDERS ONE OF ALLAH'S NAMES "AR-RAHMAN" TO HAVE BEEN USED IN THE FORM OF RAHMANAN EARLIER.
PRE-ISLAMIC ARABIAN DEITIES
	NAME 
	DESCRIPTION 

	'AMM
	'AMM IS THE MOON GOD OF QATABAN. HIS ATTRIBUTES INCLUDE THE LIGHTNING BOLTS. AMM IS SERVED BY THE JUDGE-GOD ANBAY AND HAS THE SEMITIC GODDESS ASHERAH AS HIS CONSORT. QATABANIANS ARE ALSO KNOWN AS BANU AMM, OR "CHILDREN OF AMM". 

	'ATHTAR
	'ATHTAR IS THE GOD ASSOCIATED WITH THE PLANET VENUS AND WAS THE MOST COMMON GOD TO SOUTH ARABIAN CULTURES. 

	'AWF
	'AWF IS A DEITY WHOSE NAME MEANS "THE GREAT BIRD", SUGGESTING A TOTEMIC ORIGIN.

	A'IM
	A'IM IS A GOD WHO WAS WORSHIPPED BY THE AZD OF AL-SARAH.

	A'RA
	A'RA IS A NORTH ARABIAN TUTELARY GOD KNOWN FROM INSCRIPTIONS IN BOSRA. THE NAME IMPLIES A HOLY PLACE OR AN ALTAR, BUT ITS ARABIC ROOT ALSO MEANS "TO DYE". IT IS IMPLIED THAT MANY SACRIFICES (WHICH MAY INCLUDE CHILDREN) WERE OFFERED TO THE IDOL, STAINING IT WITH BLOOD. 

	ABGAL
	ABGAL IS A TUTELARY GOD WORSHIPPED BY NOMADS, INCLUDING BEDOUINS, AND A TUTELARY GOD OF THE ARABS OF THE PALMYRA REGION. HIS NAME IS FOUND IN INSCRIPTIONS DATING TO THE TIMES OF THE PALMYRENE EMPIRE, BUT NONE IN PALMYRA ITSELF.

	ABIRILLU
	ABIRILLU IS A GOD MENTIONED IN AN ASSYRIAN INSCRIPTION.

	ALMAQAH
	ALMAQAH WAS THE CHIEF-GOD OF THE SABAEANS. ASSOCIATED WITH THE BULL'S HEAD AND VINES, HE WAS REGARDED AS THE PROGENITOR OF THE SABAEANS, AND HIS WORSHIP SPREAD TO THE ETHIOPIAN KINGDOMS OF DʿMT AND KINGDOM OF AKSUM.

	AMM-ANAS
	AMM-ANAS IS A GOD WORSHIPPED BY THE KHAWLIN. ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF IDOLS, THE KHAWLIN WOULD OFFER A PORTION OF THEIR LIVESTOCK PROPERTY AND LAND PRODUCTS AND GIVE ONE PART TO AMM-ANAS AND THE OTHER TO GOD. WHILE NO EPIGRAPHIC EVIDENCE OF THIS GOD IS KNOWN, THE EXISTENCE OF AMM-ANAS CANNOT BE RULED OUT AS HIS NAME IS PRESENT IN THE PERSONAL NAME OF A KHAWLANITE LEADER. 

	ANBAY
	ANBAY IS A GOD OF JUSTICE WORSHIPPED IN QATABAN, ALONGSIDE HAUKIM, AS GODS OF "COMMAND AND DECISION". 

	ARSU
	

	ASHAR
	ASHAR IS ONE OF THE NOMADIC GODS OF THE ARABS DURING THE PALMYRENE EMPIRE PERIOD ALONG WITH AZIZOS, MA'N, ABGAL, SA'D, AND MUN'IM. 

	ASIRA
	ASIRA IS NAMED IN AN INSCRIPTION LISTING THE DEITIES OF TAYMA. 

	ATARQURUMA
	ATARQURUMA IS A GOD WORSHIPPED BY THE QEDARITES MENTIONED IN AN ASSYRIAN INSCRIPTION. HE PROBABLY ORIGINATED AS A FORM OF ATHTAR, WHO IN SABA WAS ASSOCIATED WITH KURUM, THOUGHT TO BE A HYPOSTASIS OR A CONSORT OF ATHTAR. 

	ATARSAMAIN
	ATARSAMAIN IS A DEITY OF UNCERTAIN GENDER, WORSHIPPED AMONG THE QEDARITES, AND WAS ASSOCIATED WITH VENUS. 

	ATHTAR SHARIQAN
	ATHTAR SHARIQAN IS A FORM OF ATHTAR WHO WAS INVOKED AS AN AVENGER AGAINST ENEMIES. THE WORD "SHARIQAN" MEANS "THE EASTERN ONE". THE WORSHIP OF THIS GOD HAS SPREAD TO THE CENTRAL ARABIAN KINGDOM OF KINDAH, WHERE HIS NAME APPEARS IN QARYAT AL-FAWT. 

	BAJIR
	BAJIR IS A MINOR GOD OF THE AZD. 

	BASAMUM
	BASAMUM IS A GOD WORSHIPPED IN SOUTH ARABIA WHOSE NAME MAY BE DERIVED FROM ARABIC BASAM, OR BALSAM, A MEDICINAL PLANT, INDICATING THAT HE MAY BE ASSOCIATED WITH HEALING OR HEALTH. ONE ANCIENT TEXT RELATES HOW BASAMUM CURED TWO WILD GOATS/IBEXES. 

	DAI
	DAI IS NAMED IN AN ASSYRIAN INSCRIPTION. 

	DATIN
	DATIN IS A GOD PRIMARILY KNOWN FROM INSCRIPTIONS IN NORTHERN ARABIA, BUT HIS FUNCTION IS UNKNOWN. 

	DHAT-BADAN
	DHAT-BADAN IS A GODDESS OF THE OASIS, WORSHIPPED IN TREE-CIRCLED POOLS. 

	DHAT ANWAT
	DHAT ANWAT IS A TREE DEITY WORSHIPPED BY THE QURAYSH. 

	DHU AL-KAFFAYN
	DHU AL-KAFFAYN IS, ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF IDOLS, A GOD WORSHIPPED BY THE DAWS, SPECIFICALLY THE BANU-MUNHIB IBN-DAWS. HIS NAME MEANS "HE OF THE TWO PALMS". 

	DHU-GHABAT
	

	DHU-SAMAWI
	DHU-SAMAWI, LITERALLY "THE HEAVENLY ONE", IS A GOD WHO PROBABLY ORIGINATED FROM NORTHERN ARABIA, BUT ALSO FOUND WORSHIP IN SOUTH ARABIA. THE BEDOUIN WOULD OFFER VOTIVE STATUETTES OF CAMELS, TO ENSURE WELL-BEING OF THEIR HERDS. THE AMIR TRIBE ALSO WORSHIPPED THIS GOD, AND IN INSCRIPTIONS DHU-SAMAWI WAS REGARDED AS THE "GOD OF AMIR". 

	DHUL KHALASA
	DHUL KHALASA IS A GOD WORSHIPPED BY THE BAJILA AND THE KHATHAM TRIBES, AND WAS REPORTEDLY WORSHIPPED AS A "GOD OF REDEMPTION". HIS TEMPLE BECAME KNOWN AS THE KAABA OF YEMEN. 

	DUSHARA
	DHU AL-SHARA/DUSHARA IS A MOUNTAIN GOD WORSHIPPED PRIMARILY BY THE NABATAEANS AS THEIR CHIEF-GOD, AND ALSO BY THE BANŪ AL-HĀRITH IBN-YASHKUR IBN-MUBASHSHIR CLAN OF THE AZD. PROBABLY ORIGINATING AS AN ASPECT OF RUDA, HE IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE SUN AND THE PLANET MERCURY. 

	AL-FALS
	AL-FALS IS A GOD WHO, ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF IDOLS, IS ASSOCIATED WITH ANIMALS, AND THAT ANIMALS ROAMING IN THE TERRITORY OF HIS IDOL WOULD BECOME A PROPERTY OF THE GOD. PRIMARILY WORSHIPPED BY THE TAYY TRIBE, HIS IDOL AND SANCTUARY, WAS SAID TO BE LOCATED ON THE JABAL AJA.

	HAUBAS
	HAUBAS IS AN ORACULAR DEITY OF THE SABAEANS. THE DEITY'S GENDER VARIES FROM AREA TO AREA; IN PLACES WHERE THE DEITY IS FEMALE, SHE IS REGARDED AS THE CONSORT OF ATHTAR. 

	HAUKIM
	HAUKIM IS A GOD OF LAW AND JUSTICE, WORSHIPPED ALONGSIDE ANBAY AS GODS OF "COMMAND AND DECISION". 

	HAWL
	HAWL WAS PROBABLY A MOON GOD, AS HIS NAME MAY HAVE ALLUDED TO THE LUNAR CYCLE. HE WAS WORSHIPPED IN HADHRAMAWT. 

	HILAL
	HILAL IS A GOD OF THE NEW MOON. 

	HUBAL
	HUBAL IS A GOD ASSOCIATED WITH DIVINATION. HIS IDOL STOOD IN THE KAABA, AND HIS RITUALS WERE IN THE FORM OF THROWING DIVINATION ARROWS BEFORE THE IDOL, IN CASES OF VIRGINITY, DEATH AND MARRIAGE. HE IS WORSHIPPED BY MANY TRIBES, INCLUDING THE QURAYSH, WHO CONTROLLED ACCESS TO THE IDOL. HUBAL'S NAME ALSO APPEARS IN A NABATAEAN INSCRIPTION IN MADA'IN SALEH, ALONG WITH DUSHARA AND MANAT. 

	ISAF AND NA'ILA
	ISAF AND NA'ILA ARE A PAIR OF DEITIES, A GOD AND A GODDESS, WHOSE CULT WAS CENTERED NEAR THE WELL OF ZAMZAM. ISLAMIC TRADITION GAVE AN ORIGIN STORY TO THEIR IDOLS; A COUPLE WHO WERE PETRIFIED BY ALLAH AS THEY FORNICATED INSIDE THE KAABA. 

	AL-JALSAD
	

	KAHL
	KAHL IS THE PATRON GOD OF THE KINDAH KINGDOM WHOSE CAPITAL WAS QARYAT AL-FAW. THE TOWN WAS CALLED DHAT KAHL AFTER HIM. HIS NAME APPEARS IN THE FORM OF MANY INSCRIPTIONS AND ROCK ENGRAVINGS ON THE SLOPES OF THE TUWAYQ, ON THE WALLS OF THE SOUK OF THE VILLAGE, IN THE RESIDENTIAL HOUSES AND ON THE INCENSE BURNERS.

	AL-KUTBAY
	AL-KUTBAY IS A GOD OF WRITING WORSHIPPED BY THE NABATAEANS. 

	AL-LAT
	AL-LAT IS A GODDESS ASSOCIATED WITH FERTILITY AND WAR. HER CULT WAS SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE ARABIAN PENINSULA AND AS FAR AS PALMYRA. SHE WAS EQUATED WITH ATHENA, THE GREEK GODDESS OF WAR. IN THE HEJAZ REGION, SHE WAS ESPECIALLY WORSHIPPED BY THE BANU THAQIF OF TA'IF, AND SHE WAS ALSO WORSHIPPED BY THE NABATAEANS OF NORTH ARABIA. THERE IS ALSO EVIDENCE OF HER WORSHIP IN SOUTH ARABIA AND QEDAR, WITH HER NAME BEING ATTESTED IN INSCRIPTIONS. IN ISLAMIC TRADITION, HER WORSHIP WAS ENDED WITH THE DESTRUCTION OF HER SHRINE IN TA'IF.

	MANAF
	MANAF IS A GOD, DESCRIBED BY MUSLIM SCHOLAR AT-TABARI AS "ONE OF THE GREATEST DEITIES OF MECCA", ALTHOUGH LITTLE INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE ABOUT HIM. IT IS SAID THAT WOMEN WOULD KEEP HIS IDOL AWAY DURING MENSTRUATION. SOME SCHOLARS SUGGEST THAT MANAF MIGHT BE A SOLAR GOD. 

	MANĀT
	MANĀT IS THE GODDESS OF FATE, DESTINY AND DEATH. IN NABATAEAN AND LATIN INSCRIPTIONS, SHE WAS KNOWN AS MANAWAT. SHE IS AN ANCIENT GODDESS, PREDATING BOTH ALLĀT AND AL-'UZZÁ. SHE WAS ASSOCIATED WITH DUSHARA AND HUBAL, AND WAS EQUATED WITH THE GREEK GODDESS NEMESIS. SHE BECAME THE CHIEF GODDESS OF BOTH THE BANU AWS AND BANU KHAZRAJ, THE TWO POLYTHEISTIC TRIBES OF YATHRIB (MEDINA). IN ISLAMIC TRADITION, HER WORSHIP WAS ENDED WITH THE DESTRUCTION OF HER SHRINE IN THE SHORE OF AL-QUDAYD.

	MUN'IM
	MUN'IM, RENDERED IN GREEK AS MONIMOS, IS ONE OF THE NOMADIC GODS OF THE ARABS DURING THE PALMYRENE EMPIRE PERIOD, ALONG WITH AZIZOS, MA'N, ABGAL, SA'D, AND ASHAR. 

	NASR
	NASR IS A GOD WORSHIPPED BY THE HIMYARITES AND, ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF IDOLS, WAS WORSHIPPED IN A PLACE CALLED BALKHA. THE TRIBE OF RABI`AH WORSHIPPED THE GOD NASR. 

	NUHA
	NUHA IS A GODDESS ASSOCIATED WITH THE SUN. SHE WAS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH EMOTIONS, AS DESCRIBED IN VARIOUS INSCRIPTIONS IN NAJD, SAUDI ARABIA. 

	NUHM
	

	QAYNAN
	QAYNAN IS A SABAEAN GOD, AND BASED ON ETYMOLOGY, MIGHT BE A GOD OF SMITHS. 

	QUZAH
	QUZAH IS A WEATHER AND A MOUNTAIN GOD, AS WELL AS A GOD OF THE RAINBOW, WORSHIPPED BY THE PEOPLE OF MUZDALIFAH. HIS ATTRIBUTE IS THE BOW AND ARROWS OF HAILSTONES. HE WAS PROBABLY SYNCRETIZED WITH THE EDOMITE GOD QOS AND BECAME KNOWN AS QAWS QUZAH. 

	RUDA
	RUDA IS AN IMPORTANT SOLAR GOD IN NORTH ARABIA. HE IS NAMED IN AN ASSYRIAN INSCRIPTION AS RULDAIU AND IS FREQUENTLY MENTIONED IN THAMUDIC AND SAFAITIC INSCRIPTIONS. DUSHARA MAY HAVE ORIGINATED AS A FORM OF RUDA. 

	SA'D
	SA'D IS A GOD OF FORTUNE WORSHIPPED BY THE BANU KINANAH TRIBE. HIS IDOL WAS A TALL STONE SITUATED IN THE DESERT, AND ANIMALS WERE SACRIFICED THERE FOR BLESSINGS. 

	SA'D
	ANOTHER GOD BY THE NAME OF SA'D IS WORSHIPPED BY THE NOMADS OF PALMYRA ALONG WITH ABGAL, ASHAR AND OTHERS. 

	SALM
	

	SHAMS
	SHAMS/SHAMSUM IS A FEMALE SOLAR DEITY, POSSIBLY RELATED TO THE CANAANITE SHAPASH AND THE BROADER MIDDLE-EASTERN SHAMASH. SHE WAS THE DOMINANT GODDESS OF THE HIMYARITE KINGDOM, AND POSSIBLY STILL REVERED IN SOME FORM BY THE BEDOUIN FOR SEVERAL CENTURIES AFTERWARD.

	SHAY AL-QAWM
	SHAY AL-QAWM IS THE GOD ASSOCIATED WITH WAR AND THE NIGHT WORSHIPPED BY THE NABATAEANS. HE IS DESCRIBED AS A GOD "WHO DRINKS NO WINE, WHO BUILDS NO HOME". THE LIHYANITES ALSO WORSHIPPED HIM. 

	SHINGALA
	SHINGALA WAS NAMED IN AN INSCRIPTION LISTING THE DEITIES OF TAYMA. 

	SU'AYR
	SU'AYR IS AN ORACULAR GOD OF THE 'ANAZZAH TRIBE. 

	SUWA'
	SUWA' IS A GOD WORSHIPPED BY THE HUDHAYL TRIBE. 

	SYN
	SYN WAS THE CHIEF-GOD OF THE HADHRAMITES. HIS ROLE IS DISPUTED; WHILE HE MAY BE CONNECTED TO THE MOON, AND BY EXTENSION, THE SEMITIC GOD SIN (SUMERIAN NANNA), HIS SYMBOL IS THE EAGLE, A SOLAR SYMBOL. 

	TA'LAB
	TA'LAB IS A MOON GOD PRIMARILY WORSHIPPED BY THE SUM'AY, A SABAEAN FEDERATION OF TRIBES, AND HE WAS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH PASTURES. HE HAD AN IMPORTANT TEMPLE IN RIYAM. 

	THEANDRIOS
	THEANDRIOS IS THE GREEK NAME OF A GOD WORSHIPPED BY THE ARAB TRIBES OF MOUNT HERMON. 

	AL-UQAYSIR
	AL-UQAYSIR IS A GOD WHOSE IDOL STOOD IN SYRIA. ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF IDOLS, HIS ADHERENTS INCLUDE THE TRIBES OF QUDA'A, BANU LAKHM, JUDHAH, BANU AMELA, AND GHATAFAN. ADHERENTS WOULD GO ON A PILGRIMAGE TO THE IDOL AND SHAVE THEIR HEADS, THEN MIX THEIR HAIR WITH WHEAT, "FOR EVERY SINGLE HAIR A HANDFUL OF WHEAT."

	AL-‘UZZÁ
	AL-'UZZÁ IS A GODDESS ASSOCIATED WITH MIGHT, PROTECTION AND LOVE. EQUATED WITH THE GREEK GODDESS APHRODITE, SHE WAS AN IMPORTANT GODDESS OF THE NABATAEANS, AND A TEMPLE DEDICATED TO HER WAS SET UP AT PETRA. IN THE HEJAZ, SHE BECAME THE CHIEF GODDESS OF THE QURAYSH, AND A SHRINE HOUSING THREE TREES ONCE STOOD IN NAKHLA. IN PRE-ISLAMIC POETRY, SHE WAS INVOKED AS A SYMBOL OF BEAUTY. IN SOUTH ARABIA, SHE WAS KNOWN AS UZZAYĀN AND SHE WAS ASSOCIATED WITH HEALING. IN ISLAMIC TRADITION, HER WORSHIP WAS ENDED WITH THE DESTRUCTION OF HER SHRINE IN NAKHLA.

	WADD
	WADD IS THE NATIONAL GOD OF THE MINAEANS AND HE WAS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH SNAKES. ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF IDOLS, THE KALB WORSHIPPED HIM IN THE FORM OF A MAN AND IS SAID TO HAVE REPRESENTED HEAVEN, AND HIS IDOL REPORTEDLY STOOD AT DUMAT AL-JANDAL. 

	AL-YA'BUB
	AL-YA'BUB IS A GOD THAT BELONGED TO THE JADILAH CLAN OF TAYY, WHO ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF IDOLS ABSTAINED FROM FOOD AND DRINK BEFORE HIM. IT IS SAID THAT THE CLAN ORIGINALLY WORSHIPPED A DIFFERENT IDOL UNTIL THE TRIBE BANU ASAD TOOK IT AWAY FROM THEM. 

	YA'UQ
	YA'UQ IS A GOD WORSHIPPED BY THE KHAYWIN. 

	YAGHŪTH
	YAGHŪTH IS A GOD WORSHIPPED BY THE MADHHIJ, A QAHTANITE CONFEDERATION. THE PEOPLE OF JURASH IN YEMEN ALSO WORSHIPPED HIM. 

	YATHA
	YATHA IS A GOD ASSOCIATED WITH SALVATION. HIS NAME MEANS "SAVIOR". 



***ADDED TEXT***
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ATTITUDE OF CHRISTENDOM TOWARD ISLAM, TILL RECENT YEARS AT LEAST, IS ALEXANDER ROSS'S POSTSCRIPT TO THE ANGLICIZED VERSION, PUBLISHED IN 1649, OF SIEUR DU RYER'S FRENCH TRANSLATION OF THE KORAN. THE AUTHOR OF THE POSTSCRIPT DIRECTS THE FOLLOWING INVECTIVE AGAINST MOHAMMED AND THE KORAN: "GOOD READER, THE GREAT ARABIAN IMPOSTOR NOW AT LAST AFTER A THOUSAND YEARS, IS BY THE WAY OF FRANCE ARRIVED IN ENGLAND, AND HIS ALCORAN, OR GALLIMAUFRY OF ERRORS, (A BRAT AS DEFORMED AS THE PARENT, AND AS FULL OF HERESIES AS HIS SCALD HEAD WAS OF SCURVY) HATH LEARNED TO SPEAK ENGLISH. IF YOU WILL TAKE A BRIEF VIEW OF THE ALCORAN, YOU SHALL FIND IT A HODGEPODGE MADE UP OF THESE FOUR INGREDIENTS: 1. OF CONTRADICTIONS. 2. OF BLASPHEMY. 3. OF RIDICULOUS FABLES. 4. OF LIES." THE ACCUSATION OF BLASPHEMY IS EMPHASIZED AGAINST MOHAMMED BECAUSE HE AFFIRMED THAT GOD, BEING UNMARRIED, WAS INCAPABLE OF HAVING A SON! THE FALLACIOUS ARGUMENT, HOWEVER, IS APPARENT FROM THE PROPHET'S OWN VIEWS OF THE [SEXLESS] NATURE OF GOD AS CONTAINED IN THE SECOND SURA OF THE KORAN: "TO ALLAH [GOD] BELONGETH THE EAST AND THE WEST; THEREFORE, WHITHERSOEVER YE TURN YOURSELVES TO PRAY, THERE IS THE FACE OF ALLAH; FOR ALLAH IS OMNIPRESENT AND OMNISCIENT. THEY SAY, ALLAH HATH BEGOTTEN CHILDREN: ALLAH FORBID! TO HIM BELONGETH WHATEVER IS IN HEAVEN, AND ON EARTH; ALL IS POSSESSED BY HIM, THE CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH; AND WHEN HE DECREETH A THING, HE ONLY SAITH UNTO IT, BE, AND IT IS." IN OTHER WORDS, THE GOD OF ISLAM HAS BUT TO DESIRE AND THE OBJECT OF THAT DESIRE AT ONCE COMES INTO BEING, WHEREAS THE GOD OF ALEXANDER ROSS MUST PROCEED IN ACCORD WITH THE LAWS OF HUMAN GENERATION! MOHAMMED, PROPHET OF ISLAM, "THE DESIRED OF ALL NATIONS," WAS BORN IN MECCA, A.D. 570 (?) AND DIED IN MEDINA, A.D. 632, OR IN THE ELEVENTH YEAR AFTER THE HEGIRA. WASHINGTON IRVING THUS DESCRIBES THE SIGNS AND WONDERS ACCOMPANYING THE BIRTH OF THE PROPHET: "HIS MOTHER SUFFERED NONE OF THE PANGS OF TRAVAIL. AT THE MOMENT OF HIS COMING INTO THE WORLD A CELESTIAL LIGHT ILLUMINED THE SURROUNDING COUNTRY, AND THE NEW BORN CHILD, RAISING HIS EYES TO HEAVEN, EXCLAIMED: 'GOD IS GREAT! THERE IS NO GOD BUT GOD, AND I AM HIS PROPHET!' HEAVEN AND EARTH, WE ARE ASSURED, WERE AGITATED AT HIS ADVENT. THE LAKE SAWA SHRANK BACK TO ITS SECRET SPRINGS, LEAVING ITS BORDERS DRY; WHILE THE TIGRIS, BURSTING ITS BOUNDS, OVERFLOWED THE NEIGHBORING LANDS. THE PALACE OF KHOSRU THE KING OF PERSIA SHOOK T ON ITS FOUNDATIONS, AND SEVERAL OF ITS TOWERS WERE TOPPLED TO THE EARTH. IN THE SAME EVENTFUL NIGHT, THE SACRED FIRE OF ZOROASTER, WHICH, GUARDED BY THE MAGI, HAD BURNED WITHOUT INTERRUPTION FOR UPWARD OF A THOUSAND YEARS, WAS SUDDENLY EXTINGUISHED, AND ALL THE IDOLS IN THE WORLD FELL DOWN." (MAHOMET AND HIS SUCCESSORS.) WHILE THE PROPHET WAS STILL BUT A TODDLING BABE, THE ANGEL GABRIEL WITH SEVENTY WINGS CAME TO HIM, AND CUTTING OPEN THE CHILD, WITHDREW THE HEART. THIS GABRIEL CLEANSED OF THE BLACK DROP OF ORIGINAL SIN WHICH IS IN EVERY HUMAN HEART BECAUSE OF THE PERFIDY OF ADAM AND THEN RETURNED THE ORGAN TO ITS PROPER PLACE IN THE PROPHET'S BODY. (FOOTNOTE IN E. H. PALMER'S TRANSLATION OF THE QUR'AN.) IN HIS YOUTH MOHAMMED TRAVELED WITH THE MECCAN CARAVANS, ON ONE OCCASION ACTED AS ARMOR-BEARER FOR HIS UNCLE, AND SPENT A CONSIDERABLE TIME AMONG THE BEDOUINS, FROM WHOM HE LEARNED MANY OF THE RELIGIOUS AND PHILOSOPHIC TRADITIONS OF ANCIENT ARABIA. WHILE TRAVELING WITH HIS UNCLE, ABU TALEB, MOHAMMED CONTACTED THE NESTORIAN CHRISTIANS, HAVING ENCAMPED ON A CERTAIN NIGHT NEAR ONE OF THEIR MONASTERIES. HERE THE YOUNG PROPHET-TO-BE SECURED MUCH OF HIS INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORIGIN AND DOCTRINES OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. WITH THE PASSING YEARS MOHAMMED ATTAINED MARKED SUCCESS IN BUSINESS AND WHEN ABOUT TWENTY-SIX YEARS OLD MARRIED ONE OF HIS EMPLOYERS, A WEALTHY WIDOW NEARLY FIFTEEN YEARS HIS SENIOR. THE WIDOW, KHADIJAH BY NAME, WAS APPARENTLY SOMEWHAT MERCENARY, FOR, FINDING HER YOUNG BUSINESS MANAGER MOST EFFICIENT, SHE RESOLVED TO RETAIN HIM IN THAT CAPACITY FOR LIFE! KHADIJAH WAS A WOMAN OF EXCEPTIONAL MENTALITY AND TO HER INTEGRITY AND DEVOTION MUST BE ASCRIBED THE EARLY SUCCESS OF THE ISLAMIC CAUSE. BY HIS MARRIAGE MOHAMMED WAS ELEVATED FROM A POSITION OF COMPARATIVE POVERTY TO ONE OF GREAT WEALTH AND POWER, AND SO EXEMPLARY WAS HIS CONDUCT THAT HE BECAME KNOWN THROUGHOUT MECCA AS "THE FAITHFUL AND TRUE." MOHAMMED WOULD HAVE LIVED AND DIED AN HONORED AND RESPECTED MECCAN HAD HE NOT UNHESITATINGLY SACRIFICED BOTH HIS WEALTH AND SOCIAL POSITION IN THE SERVICE OF THE GOD WHOSE VOICE HE HEARD WHILE MEDITATING IN THE CAVERN ON MOUNT HIRA IN THE MONTH OF RAMADAN. YEAR AFTER YEAR MOHAMMED CLIMBED THE ROCKY AND DESOLATE SLOPES OF MOUNT HIRA (SINCE CALLED JEBEL NUR, "THE MOUNTAIN OF LIGHT") AND HERE IN HIS LONELINESS CRIED OUT TO GOD TO REVEAL ANEW THE PURE RELIGION OF ADAM, THAT SPIRITUAL DOCTRINE LOST TO MANKIND THROUGH THE DISSENSIONS OF RELIGIOUS FACTIONS. KHADIJAH, SOLICITOUS OVER HER HUSBAND'S ASCETIC PRACTICES WHICH WERE IMPAIRING HIS PHYSICAL HEALTH, SOMETIMES ACCOMPANIED HIM IN HIS WEARY VIGIL, AND WITH WOMANLY INTUITION SENSED THE TRAVAIL OF HIS SOUL. AT LAST ONE NIGHT IN HIS FORTIETH YEAR AS HE LAY UPON THE FLOOR OF THE CAVERN, ENVELOPED IN HIS CLOAK, A GREAT LIGHT BURST UPON HIM. OVERCOME WITH A SENSE OF PERFECT PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING IN THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE CELESTIAL PRESENCE, HE LOST CONSCIOUSNESS. WHEN HE CAME TO HIMSELF AGAIN THE ANGEL GABRIEL STOOD BEFORE HIM, EXHIBITING A SILKEN SHAWL WITH MYSTERIOUS CHARACTERS TRACED UPON IT. FROM THESE CHARACTERS MOHAMMED GAINED THE BASIC DOCTRINES LATER EMBODIED IN THE KORAN. THEN GABRIEL SPOKE IN A CLEAR AND WONDERFUL VOICE, DECLARING MOHAMMED TO BE THE PROPHET OF THE LIVING GOD. IN AWE AND TREMBLING, MOHAMMED HASTENED TO KHADIJAH, FEARING THE VISION TO HAVE BEEN INSPIRED BY THE SAME EVIL SPIRITS WHO SERVED THE PAGAN MAGICIANS SO GREATLY DESPISED BY HIM, KHADIJAH---
[image: MOHAMMED'S NIGHT JOURNEY TO HEAVEN.]
MOHAMMED'S NIGHT JOURNEY TO HEAVEN.
IN THE SEVENTEENTH SURA OF THE KORAN IT IS WRITTEN THAT UPON A CERTAIN NIGHT MOHAMMED WAS TRANSPORTED FROM THE TEMPLE AT MECCA TO THAT OF JERUSALEM, BUT NO DETAILS ARE GIVEN OF THE STRANGE JOURNEY. IN THE MISHKĀTEU ’L-MASABIH, MOHAMMED IS MADE TO DESCRIBE HIS ASCENT THROUGH THE SEVEN HEAVENS INTO THE ICY PRESENCE OF THE MAY-VEILED GOD AND HIS SUBSEQUENT RETURN TO HIS OWN BED, ALL IN A SINGLE NIGHT. MOHAMMED WAS AWAKENED IN THE NIGHT BY THE ANGEL GABRIEL, WHO, AFTER REMOVING THE PROPHET'S HEART, WASHED THE CAVITY WITH ZAMZAM WATER, AND FILLED THE HEART ITSELF WITH FAITH AND SCIENCE. A STRANGE CREATURE, CALLED ALBORAK, OR THE LIGHTNING BOLT, WAS BROUGHT FOR THE CONVEYANCE OF THE PROPHET. ALBORAK IS DESCRIBED AS WHITE ANIMAL OF THE SHAPE AND SIZE OF A MULE, WITH THE HEAD OF A WOMAN AND THE TAIL OF A PEACOCK. ACCORDING TO SOME VERSIONS, MOHAMMED MERELY RODE ALBORAK TO JERUSALEM, WHERE, DISMOUNTING UPON MOUNT MORIAH, HE CAUGHT HOLD OF THE LOWER RUNG OF A GOLDEN LADDER LOWERED FROM HEAVEN AND, ACCOMPANIED BY GABRIEL, ASCENDED THROUGH THE SEVEN SPHERES SEPARATING HE EARTH FROM THE INNER SURFACE OF THE EMPYREAN. AT THE GATE OF EACH SPHERE STOOD ME OF THE PATRIARCHS, WHOM MOHAMMED SALUTED AS HE ENTERED THE VARIOUS PLANES. AT THE GATE OF THE FIRST HEAVEN STOOD ADAM; AT THE GATE OF THE SECOND, JOHN AND JESUS (SISTERS' SONS); AT THE THIRD, JOSEPH; AT THE FOURTH, ENOCH; AT THE FIFTH, AARON; AT THE SIXTH, MOSES; AND AT THE SEVENTH, ABRAHAM. ANOTHER ORDER OF THE PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS IS GIVEN WHICH PLACES JESUS AT THE GATE OF THE SEVENTH HEAVEN, AND UPON REACHING THIS POINT MOHAMMED IS SAID TO HAVE REQUESTED JESUS TO INTERCEDE FOR HIM BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD ASSURED HIM THAT HIS OWN VIRTUOUS LIFE WOULD BE HIS PROTECTION AND THAT HE NEED FEAR NO EVIL. THUS REASSURED, THE PROPHET AWAITED FURTHER VISITATIONS FROM GABRIEL. WHEN THESE DID NOT COME, HOWEVER, SUCH A DESPAIR FILLED HIS SOUL THAT HE ATTEMPTED SELF-DESTRUCTION, ONLY TO BE STOPPED IN THE VERY ACT OF CASTING HIMSELF OVER A CLIFF BY THE SUDDEN REAPPEARANCE OF GABRIEL, WHO AGAIN ASSURED THE PROPHET THAT THE REVELATIONS NEEDED BY HIS PEOPLE WOULD BE GIVEN TO HIM AS NECESSITY AROSE. POSSIBLY AS A RESULT OF HIS LONELY PERIODS OF MEDITATION, MOHAMMED SEEMINGLY WAS SUBJECT TO ECSTATIC SWOONS. ON THE OCCASIONS WHEN THE VARIOUS SURAS OF THE KORAN WERE DICTATED HE IS SAID TO HAVE FALLEN UNCONSCIOUS, AND, REGARDLESS OF THE CHILL OF THE SURROUNDING AIR, TO HAVE BEEN COVERED WITH BEADS OF PERSPIRATION. OFTEN THESE ATTACKS CAME WITHOUT WARNING; AT OTHER TIMES HE WOULD SIT WRAPPED IN A BLANKET TO PREVENT A CHILL FROM THE COPIOUS PERSPIRATION, AND WHILE APPARENTLY UNCONSCIOUS WOULD DICTATE THE VARIOUS PASSAGES WHICH A SMALL CIRCLE OF TRUSTED FRIENDS WOULD EITHER COMMIT TO MEMORY OR REDUCE TO WRITING. ON ONE OCCASION IN LATER LIFE WHEN ABU BEKR REFERRED TO THE GRAY HAIRS IN HIS BEARD, MOHAMMED, LIFTING THE END OF HIS BEARD AND LOOKING AT IT, DECLARED ITS WHITENESS TO BE DUE TO THE PHYSICAL AGONY ATTENDANT UPON HIS PERIODS OF INSPIRATION. IF THE WRITINGS ATTRIBUTED TO MOHAMMED BE CONSIDERED AS MERELY THE HALLUCINATIONS OF AN EPILEPTIC--AND FOR THAT REASON DISCOUNTED--HIS CHRISTIAN DETRACTORS SHOULD BEWARE LEST WITH THE DOCTRINES OF THE PROPHET THEY ALSO UNDERMINE THE VERY TEACHINGS WHICH THEY THEMSELVES AFFIRM, FOR MANY OF THE DISCIPLES, APOSTLES, AND SAINTS OF THE EARLY CHURCH ARE KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN SUBJECT TO NERVOUS DISORDERS. MOHAMMED'S FIRST CONVERT WAS HIS OWN WIFE, KHADIJAH, WHO WAS FOLLOWED BY OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS IMMEDIATE FAMILY, A CIRCUMSTANCE WHICH MOVED SIR WILLIAM MUIR TO NOTE: "IT IS STRONGLY CORROBORATIVE OF MOHAMMED'S SINCERITY THAT THE EARLIEST CONVERTS TO ISLAM WERE NOT ONLY OF UPRIGHT CHARACTER, BUT HIS OWN BOSOM FRIENDS AND PEOPLE OF HIS HOUSEHOLD; WHO, INTIMATELY ACQUAINTED WITH HIS PRIVATE LIFE, COULD NOT FAIL OTHERWISE TO HAVE DETECTED THOSE DISCREPANCIES WHICH EVER MORE OR LESS EXIST BETWEEN THE PROFESSIONS OF THE HYPOCRITICAL DECEIVER ABROAD AND HIS ACTIONS AT: HOME." (THE LIFE OF MOHAMMAD.) AMONG THE FIRST TO ACCEPT THE FAITH OF ISLAM WAS ABU BEKR, WHO BECAME MOHAMMED'S CLOSEST AND MOST FAITHFUL FRIEND, IN FACT HIS ALTER EGO. ABU BEKR, A MAN OF BRILLIANT ATTAINMENTS, CONTRIBUTED MATERIALLY TO THE SUCCESS OF THE PROPHET'S ENTERPRISE, AND IN ACCORD WITH THE EXPRESS WISH OF THE PROPHET BECAME THE LEADER OF THE FAITHFUL AFTER MOHAMMED'S DEATH. A’ISHA, THE DAUGHTER OF ABU BEKR, LATER BECAME THE WIFE OF MOHAMMED, THUS STILL FURTHER CEMENTING THE BOND OF FRATERNITY BETWEEN THE TWO MEN. QUIETLY, BUT INDUSTRIOUSLY, MOHAMMED PROMULGATED HIS DOCTRINES AMONG A SMALL CIRCLE OF POWERFUL FRIENDS. WHEN THE ENTHUSIASM OF HIS FOLLOWERS FINALLY FORCED HIS HAND AND HE PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED HIS MISSION, HE WAS ALREADY THE LEADER OF A STRONG AND WELL-ORGANIZED FACTION. FEARING MOHAMMED'S GROWING PRESTIGE, THE PEOPLE OF MECCA, WAIVING THE TIME-HONORED TRADITION THAT BLOOD COULD NOT BE SPILT WITHIN THE HOLY CITY, DECIDED TO EXTERMINATE ISLAM BY ASSASSINATING THE PROPHET. ALL THE DIFFERENT GROUPS COMBINED IN THIS UNDERTAKING SO THAT THE GUILT FOR THE CRIME MIGHT THEREBY BE MORE EVENLY DISTRIBUTED. DISCOVERING THE DANGER IN TIME, MOHAMMED LEFT HIS FRIEND ALI IN HIS BED AND FLED WITH ABU BEKR FROM THE CITY, AND AFTER ADROITLY ELUDING THE MECCANS, JOINED THE MAIN BODY OF HIS FOLLOWERS THAT HAD PRECEDED HIM TO YATHRIB (AFTERWARDS CALLED MEDINA). UPON THIS INCIDENT-CALLED THE HEGIRA OR "FLIGHT"--IS BASED THE ISLAMIC CHRONOLOGICAL SYSTEM. DATING FROM THE HEGIRA THE POWER OF THE PROPHET STEADILY GREW UNTIL IN THE EIGHTH YEAR MOHAMMED ENTERED MECCA AFTER PRACTICALLY A BLOODLESS VICTORY AND ESTABLISHED IT AS THE SPIRITUAL CENTER OF HIS FAITH. PLANTING HIS STANDARD TO THE NORTH OF MECCA, HE RODE INTO THE CITY, AND AFTER CIRCLING SEVEN TIMES THE SACRED CAABA, ORDERED THE 360 IMAGES WITHIN ITS PRECINCTS TO BE HEWN DOWN. HE THEN ENTERED THE CAABA ITSELF, CLEANSED IT OF ITS IDOLATROUS ASSOCIATIONS, AND REDEDICATED THE STRUCTURE TO ALLAH, THE MONOTHEISTIC GOD OF ISLAM. MOHAMMED NEXT GRANTED AMNESTY TO ALL HIS ENEMIES FOR THEIR ATTEMPTS TO DESTROY HIM. UNDER HIS PROTECTION MECCA INCREASED IN POWER AND GLORY, BECOMING THE FOCAL POINT OF A GREAT ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE, WHICH EVEN TO THIS DAY WINDS ACROSS THE DESERT IN THE MONTHS OF PILGRIMAGE AND NUMBERS OVER THREESCORE THOUSAND IN ITS TRAIN. IN THE TENTH YEAR AFTER THE HEGIRA, MOHAMMED LED THE VALEDICTORY PILGRIMAGE AND FOR THE LAST TIME RODE AT THE HEAD OF THE FAITHFUL ALONG THE SACRED WAY LEADING TO MECCA AND THE BLACK STONE. AS THE PREMONITION OF DEATH WAS STRONG UPON HIM, HE DESIRED THIS PILGRIMAGE TO BE THE PERFECT MODEL FOR ALL THE THOUSANDS THAT WOULD FOLLOW. "CONSCIOUS THAT LIFE WAS WANING AWAY WITHIN HIM," WRITES WASHINGTON IRVING, "MAHOMET, DURING THIS LAST SOJOURN IN THE SACRED CITY OF HIS FAITH, SOUGHT TO ENGRAVE HIS DOCTRINES DEEPLY IN THE MINDS AND HEARTS OF HIS FOLLOWERS. FOR THIS PURPOSE, HE PREACHED FREQUENTLY IN THE CAABA FROM THE PULPIT, OR IN THE OPEN AIR FROM THE BACK OF HIS CAMEL. 'LISTEN TO MY WORDS,' WOULD HE SAY, 'FOR I KNOW NOT WHETHER, AFTER THIS YEAR, WE SHALL EVER MEET HERE AGAIN. OH, MY HEARERS, I AM BUT A MAN LIKE YOURSELVES; THE ANGEL OF DEATH MAY AT ANY TIME APPEAR, AND I MUST OBEY HIS SUMMONS."' WHILE THUS PREACHING, THE VERY HEAVENS ARE SAID TO HAVE OPENED AND THE VOICE OF GOD SPOKE, SAYING: "THIS DAY I HAVE PERFECTED YOUR RELIGION, AND ACCOMPLISHED IN YOU MY GRACE." WHEN THESE WORDS WERE UTTERED THE MULTITUDE FELL DOWN IN ADORATION AND EVEN MOHAMMED'S CAMEL KNELT. (MAHOMET AND HIS SUCCESSORS.) HAVING COMPLETED THE VALEDICTORY PILGRIMAGE, MOHAMMED RETURNED TO MEDINA. IN THE SEVENTH YEAR AFTER THE HEGIRA (A.H. 7) AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE AT KHEIBAR TO POISON THE PROPHET. AS MOHAMMED TOOK THE FIRST MOUTHFUL OF THE POISONED FOOD, THE EVIL DESIGN WAS REVEALED TO HIM EITHER BY THE TASTE OF THE MEAT OR, AS THE FAITHFUL BELIEVE, BY DIVINE INTERCESSION. HE HAD ALREADY SWALLOWED A SMALL PORTION OF THE FOOD, HOWEVER, AND FOR THE REMAINDER OF HIS LIFE HE SUFFERED ALMOST CONSTANTLY FROM THE EFFECTS OF THE POISON. IN A.H. 11, WHEN HIS FINAL ILLNESS CAME UPON HIM, MOHAMMED INSISTED THAT THE SUBTLE EFFECTS OF THE POISON WERE THE INDIRECT CAUSE OF HIS APPROACHING END. IT IS RELATED THAT DURING HIS LAST SICKNESS HE ROSE ONE NIGHT AND VISITED A BURIAL GROUND ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF MEDINA, EVIDENTLY BELIEVING THAT HE, TOO, WOULD SOON BE NUMBERED WITH THE DEAD. AT THIS TIME, HE TOLD AN ATTENDANT THAT THE CHOICE HAD BEEN OFFERED HIM OF CONTINUING HIS PHYSICAL LIFE OR GOING TO HIS LORD, AND THAT HE HAD CHOSEN TO MEET HIS MAKER. MOHAMMED SUFFERED GREATLY WITH HIS HEAD AND SIDE AND ALSO FROM FEVER, BUT ON JUNE 8TH SEEMED CONVALESCENT. HE JOINED HIS FOLLOWERS IN PRAYER AND, SEATING HIMSELF IN THE COURTYARD, DELIVERED A LECTURE TO THE FAITHFUL IN A CLEAR AND POWERFUL VOICE. APPARENTLY, HE OVERTAXED HIS STRENGTH, FOR IT WAS NECESSARY TO ASSIST HIM INTO THE HOUSE OF A’ISHA, WHICH OPENED INTO THE COURT OF THE MOSQUE. HERE UPON A TOUGH PALLET LAID ON THE BARE FLOOR THE PROPHET OF ISLAM SPENT HIS LAST TWO HOURS ON EARTH. WHEN SHE SAW THAT HER AGED HUSBAND WAS SUFFERING INTENSE PAIN, A’ISHA--THEN BUT A GIRL OF TWENTY--LIFTING THE GRAY HEAD OF THE MAN SHE HAD KNOWN FROM INFANCY AND WHO MUST HAVE SEEMED MORE LIKE A FATHER THAN A HUSBAND, SUPPORTED HIM IN HER ARMS UNTIL THE END. FEELING THAT DEATH WAS UPON HIM, MOHAMMED PRAYED: "O LORD, I BESEECH THEE, ASSIST ME IN THE AGONIES OF DEATH." THEN ALMOST IN A WHISPER HE REPEATED THREE TIMES: "GABRIEL, COME CLOSE UNTO ME." (THE LIFE OF MOHAMMAD.) IN, THE HERO AS PROPHET, THOMAS CARLYLE WRITES THUS OF THE DEATH OF MOHAMMED: "HIS LAST WORDS WERE A PRAYER, BROKEN EJACULATIONS OF A HEART STRUGGLING-UP IN TREMBLING HOPE TOWARDS ITS MAKER." MOHAMMED WAS BURIED UNDER THE FLOOR OF THE APARTMENT IN WHICH HE DIED. THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE GRAVE IS THUS DESCRIBED: "ABOVE THE HUJRAH IS A GREEN DOME, SURMOUNTED BY A LARGE GILT CRESCENT, SPRINGING FROM A SERIES OF GLOBES. WITHIN THE BUILDING ARE THE TOMBS OF MUHAMMAD, ABŪ BAKR, AND ’UMAR, WITH A SPACE RESERVED FOR THE GRAVE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO MUSLIMS SAY WILL AGAIN VISIT THE EARTH, AND DIE AND BE BURIED AT AL-MADĪNAH. THE GRAVE OF FĀTIMAH, THE PROPHET'S DAUGHTER, IS SUPPOSED TO BE IN A SEPARATE PART OF THE BUILDING, ALTHOUGH SOME SAY SHE WAS BURIED IN BAQĪ’. THE PROPHET'S BODY IS SAID TO BE STRETCHED FULL LENGTH ON THE RIGHT SIDE, WITH THE RIGHT PALM SUPPORTING THE RIGHT CHECK, THE FACE FRONTING MAKKAH. CLOSE BEHIND HIM IS PLACED ABŪ BAKR, WHOSE FACE FRONTS MUHAMMAD'S SHOULDER, AND THEN ’UMAR, WHO OCCUPIES THE SAME POSITION WITH RESPECT TO HIS PREDECESSOR. AMONGST CHRISTIAN HISTORIANS THERE IS A POPULAR STORY TO THE EFFECT THAT MUHAMMADANS BELIEVED THE COFFIN OF THEIR PROPHET TO BE SUSPENDED IN THE AIR, WHICH HAS NO FOUNDATION WHATEVER IN MUSLIM LITERATURE, AND NIEBUHR THINKS THE STORY MUST HAVE ARISEN FROM THE RUDE PICTURES SOLD TO STRANGERS. (A DICTIONARY OF ISLAM.) CONCERNING THE CHARACTER OF MOHAMMED THERE HAVE BEEN THE GROSSEST MISCONCEPTIONS. NO EVIDENCE EXISTS TO SUPPORT THE CHARGES OF EXTREME CRUELTY AND LICENTIOUSNESS LAID AT HIS DOOR. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE MORE CLOSELY THE LIFE OF MOHAMMED IS SCRUTINIZED BY DISPASSIONATE INVESTIGATORS, THE MORE APPARENT BECOME THE FINER QUALITIES OF HIS NATURE. IN THE WORDS OF CARLYLE: "MAHOMET HIMSELF, AFTER ALL THAT CAN BE SAID ABOUT HIM, WAS NOR, A SENSUAL MAN. WE SO ERR WIDELY IF WE CONSIDER THIS MAN AS A COMMON VOLUPTUARY, INTENT MAINLY ON BASE ENJOYMENTS--NAY, ON ENJOYMENTS OF ANY KIND. HIS HOUSEHOLD WAS OF THE FRUGALEST, HIS COMMON DIET BARLEY BREAD AND WATER. SOMETIMES FOR MONTHS THERE WAS NOT A FIRE ONCE LIGHTED ON HIS HEARTH. A POOR, HARD-WORKING, ILL-PROVIDED MAN; CARELESS OF WHAT VULGAR MAN TOILED FOR. THEY CALLED HIM A PROPHET YOU SAY? WHY, HE STOOD, THERE FACE TO FACE WITH THEM; THERE, NOT ENSHRINED IN ANY MYSTERY, VISIBLY CLOUTING HIS OWN CLOAK, COBBLING HIS OWN SHOES, FIGHTING, COUNSELLING, ORDERING IN THE MIDST OF THEM, THEY MUST HAVE SEEN WHAT KIND OF A MAN HE WAS, LET HIM BE CALLED WHAT YOU LIKE! NO EMPEROR WITH HIS TIARAS WAS OBEYED AS THIS MAN IN A CLOAK OF HIS OWN CLOUTING." CONFUSED BY THE APPARENTLY HOPELESS TASK OF RECONCILING THE LIFE OF THE PROPHET WITH THE ABSURD STATEMENTS LONG ACCEPTED AS AUTHENTIC, WASHINGTON IRVING WEIGHS HIM IN THE SCALES OF FAIRNESS. "HIS MILITARY TRIUMPHS AWAKENED NO PRIDE NOR VAINGLORY, AS THEY WOULD HAVE DONE HAD THEY BEEN EFFECTED FOR SELFISH PURPOSES. IN THE TIME OF HIS GREATEST POWER, HE MAINTAINED THE SAME SIMPLICITY OF MANNERS AND APPEARANCES AS IN THE DAYS OF HIS ADVERSITY. IT IS THIS PERFECT ABNEGATION OF SELF, CONNECTED WITH THIS APPARENT HEARTFELT PIETY, RUNNING THROUGHOUT THE VARIOUS PHASES OF HIS FORTUNE, WHICH PERPLEX ONE IN FORMING A JUST ESTIMATE OF MAHOMET'S CHARACTER. WHEN HE HUNG OVER THE DEATH-BED OF HIS INFANT SON IBRAHIM, RESIGNATION TO THE WILL OF GOD WAS EXHIBITED IN HIS CONDUCT UNDER THIS KEENEST OF AFFLICTIONS; AND THE HOPE OF SOON REJOINING HIS CHILD IN PARADISE WAS HIS CONSOLATION." (MAHOMET AND HIS SUCCESSORS.) A'ISHA, QUESTIONED AFTER THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET CONCERNING HIS HABITS, REPLIED THAT HE MENDED HIS OWN CLOTHES, COBBLED HIS OWN SHOES, AND HELPED HER IN THE HOUSEHOLD DUTIES. HOW FAR REMOVED FROM WESTERN CONCEPTS OF MOHAMMED'S SANGUINARY CHARACTER IS A’ISHA'S SIMPLE ADMISSION THAT HE LOVED MOST OF ALL TO SEW! HE ALSO ACCEPTED THE INVITATIONS OF SLAVES AND SAT AT MEALS WITH SERVANTS, DECLARING HIMSELF TO BE A SERVANT. OF ALL VICES HE HATED LYING THE MOST. BEFORE HIS DEATH HE FREED ALL HIS SLAVES. HE NEVER PERMITTED HIS FAMILY TO USE FOR PERSONAL ENDS ANY OF THE ALMS OR TITHE MONEY GIVEN BY HIS PEOPLE. HE WAS FOND OF SWEETMEATS AND USED RAIN WATER FOR DRINKING PURPOSES. HIS TIME HE DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS, NAMELY: THE FIRST HE GAVE TO GOD, THE SECOND TO HIS FAMILY, AND THE THIRD TO HIMSELF. THE LATTER PORTION, HOWEVER, HE LATER SACRIFICED TO THE SERVICE OF HIS PEOPLE. HE DRESSED CHIEFLY IN WHITE BUT ALSO WORE RED, YELLOW, AND GREEN. MOHAMMED ENTERED MECCA WEARING A BLACK TURBAN AND BEARING A BLACK STANDARD. HE WORE ONLY THE PLAINEST OF GARMENTS, DECLARING THAT RICH AND CONSPICUOUS RAIMENT DID NOT BECOME THE PIOUS, AND DID NOT REMOVE HIS SHOES AT PRAYER. HE WAS PARTICULARLY CONCERNED WITH THE CLEANLINESS OF HIS TEETH AND AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH, WHEN TOO WEAK TO SPEAK, INDICATED HIS DESIRE FOR A TOOTHPICK. WHEN FEARFUL OF FORGETTING SOMETHING, THE PROPHET TIED A THREAD TO HIS RING. HE ONCE HAD A VERY FINE GOLD RING BUT, NOTING THAT HIS FOLLOWERS HAD TAKEN TO WEARING SIMILAR RINGS IN EMULATION OF HIM, HE REMOVED HIS OWN AND THREW IT AWAY LEST HIS FOLLOWERS FORM AN EVIL HABIT. (THE LIFE OF MOHAMMAD.) THE MOST FREQUENT, AND APPARENTLY THE MOST DAMAGING, ACCUSATION BROUGHT AGAINST MOHAMMED IS THAT OF POLYGAMY. THOSE WHO SINCERELY BELIEVE THE HAREM TO BE IRRECONCILABLE WITH SPIRITUALITY SHOULD WITH CONSISTENCY MOVE FOR THE EXPURGATION OF THE PSALMS OF DAVID AND THE PROVERBS OF SOLOMON FROM THE LIST OF INSPIRED WRITINGS, FOR THE HAREM OF ISLAM'S PROPHET WAS INSIGNIFICANT COMPARED WITH THAT MAINTAINED BY ISRAEL'S WISEST KING AND THE REPUTED FAVORITE OF THE MOST-HIGH! THE POPULAR CONCEPTION THAT MOHAMMED TAUGHT THAT WOMAN HAD NO SOUL AND COULD ATTAIN HEAVEN ONLY THROUGH MARRIAGE IS NOT SUBSTANTIATED BY THE WORDS AND ATTITUDE OF THE PROPHET DURING HIS LIFETIME. IN A PAPER ENTITLED, THE INFLUENCE OF ISLAM ON SOCIAL CONDITIONS, READ AT THE WORLD'S PARLIAMENT OF RELIGIONS HELD IN CHICAGO, IN 1893, MOHAMMED WEBB STATES THE CHARGE AND ANSWERS IT THUS: "IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT MOHAMMED AND THE KORAN DENIED A SOUL TO WOMAN AND RANKED HER WITH THE ANIMALS. THE KORAN PLACES HER---
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THE CAABA, THE HOLY PLACE OF ISLAM.
THE CAABA, OR CUBE-SHAPED BUILDING IN THE MIDST OF THE GREAT COURT OF THE MOSQUE AT MECCA, IS THE MOST HOLY SPOT IN THE ISLAMIC WORLD. TOWARD IT THE FOLLOWERS OF THE PROPHET MUST FACE FIVE TIMES A DAY AT THE APPOINTED HOURS OF PRAYER. LIKE THE DEVOTEES OF NEARLY ALL OTHER FAITHS, THE MUSSULMAN ORIGINALLY FACED THE EAST WHILE IN PRAYER, BUT BY A LATER DECREE HE WAS ORDERED TO TURN HIS FACE TOWARD MECCA. LITTLE IS KNOWN OF THE HISTORY OF THE CAABA PRIOR TO ITS REDEDICATION AS A MOHAMMEDAN MOSQUE, OTHER THAN THAT THE BUILDING WAS A PAGAN TEMPLE. AT THE TIME THE PROPHET CAPTURED MECCA, THE CAABA AND SURROUNDING COURT CONTAINED 360 IDOLS, WHICH WERE DESTROYED BY MOHAMMED BEFORE HE ACTUALLY GAINED ACCESS TO THE SHRINE ITSELF. THE "ANCIENT HOUSE," AS THE CAABA IS CALLED, IS AN IRREGULAR CUBE MEASURING ABOUT 38 FEET IN LENGTH, 35 FEET IN HEIGHT, AND 30 FEET IN WIDTH. THE LENGTH OF EACH SIDE WALL VARIES SLIGHTLY AND THAT OF THE END WALLS OVER A FOOT. IN THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE WALL AT A CONVENIENT DISTANCE ABOVE THE GROUND (ABOUT FIVE FEET) IS EMBEDDED THE SACRED AND MYSTERIOUS BLACK STONE OR AEROLITE OF ABRAHAM. WHEN FIRST GIVEN TO THAT PATRIARCH BY THE ANGEL GABRIEL THIS STONE WAS OF SUCH STRONG WHITENESS AS TO BE VISIBLE FROM EVERY PART OF THE EARTH, BUT LATE, IT BECAME BLACK BECAUSE OF THE SINS OF MAN. THIS BLACK STONE, OVAL IN SHAPE AND ABOUT SEVEN INCHES IN DIAMETER, WAS BROKEN IN THE SEVENTH CENTURY AND IS NOW HELD TOGETHER BY A SILVER MOUNTING. ACCORDING TO TRADITION, 2,000 YEARS BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD THE CAABA WAS FIRST CONSTRUCTED IN HEAVEN, WHERE A MODEL OF IT STILL REMAINS. ADAM ERECTED THE CAABA ON EARTH EXACTLY BELOW THE SPOT IN HEAVEN OCCUPIED BY THE ORIGINAL, AND SELECTED THE STONES FROM THE FIVE SACRED MOUNTAINS SINAI, AL-JUDĪ, HIRĀ, OLIVET, AND LEBANON. TEN THOUSAND ANGELS WERE APPOINTED TO GUARD THE STRUCTURE. AT THE TIME OF THE DELUGE THE SACRED HOUSE WAS DESTROYED, BUT AFTERWARD WAS REBUILT BY ABRAHAM AND HIS SON ISHMAEL. (A DICTIONARY OF ISLAM). IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE SITE OF THE CAABA WAS ORIGINALLY OCCUPIED BY A PREHISTORIC STONE ALTAR OR RING OF UNCUT MONOLITHS SIMILAR TO THOSE OF STONEHENGE. LIKE THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM, THE CAABA HAS UNDERGONE MANY VICISSITUDES, AND THE PRESENT STRUCTURE DOES NOT ANTEDATE THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY OF THE CHRISTIAN ERA. WHEN MECCA WAS SACKED IN A.D. 930, THE FAMOUS BLACK STONE WAS CAPTURED BY THE CARMATHIANS, IN WHOSE POSSESSION IT REMAINED OVER TWENTY YEARS AND IT IS A MOOT QUESTION WHETHER THE STONE FINALLY RETURNED BY THEM IN EXCHANGE FAR A PRINCELY RANSOM WAS ACTUALLY THE ORIGINAL BLOCK OR A SUBSTITUTE. THE SIDE OF THE CAABA ARE THE SUPPOSED GRAVES OF HAGAR AND ISHMAEL, AND NEAR THE DOOR (WHICH IS ABOUT SEVEN FEET ABOVE THE GROUND) IS THE STONE UPON WHICH ABRAHAM STOOD WHILE REBUILDING THE CAABA. VARIOUS COVERINGS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN THROWN OVER THE CUBE-SHAPED STRUCTURE; THE PRESENT DRAPE, WHICH IS REPLACED ANNUALLY, IS A BLACK BROCADE EMBROIDERED IN A GOLD. SMALL PIECES OF THE OLD DRAPE ARE CHERISHED BY PILGRIMS AS HOLY RELICS. ENTRANCE TO THE CAABA IS AFFECTED BY A MOVABLE FLIGHT OF STEPS. THE INTERIOR IS LINED WITH VARICOLORED MARBLE, SILVER, AND GILT. ALTHOUGH THE BUILDING IS GENERALLY CONCEIVED TO BE WINDOWLESS, THIS POINT IS DISPUTED. ACCESS TO THE ROOF IS HAD THROUGH A SILVER-PLATED DOOR. IN ADDITION TO THE SACRED BOOKS THE CAABA CONTAINS THIRTEEN LAMPS. THE GREAT COURTYARD AROUND THE BUILDING CONTAINS A NUMBER OF HOLY OBJECTS, AND IS BOUNDED BY A COLONNADE WHICH ORIGINALLY CONSISTED OF 360 PILLARS. OPENING INTO THE COURTYARD ARE NINETEEN GATES, THE SACRED AND SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF THE METONIC CYCLE AND ALSO THE NUMBER OF STONES IN THE INNER RING OF STONEHENGE. SEVEN GREAT MINARETS TOWER ABOVE THE CAABA, AND ONE OF THE SACRED CEREMONIALS IN CONNECTION WITH THE BUILDING INCLUDES SEVEN CIRCUMAMBULATIONS ABOUT THE CENTRAL CAABA IN AN APPARENT EFFORT TO PORTRAY THE MOTION OF THE CELESTIAL BODIES. ON A PERFECT AND COMPLETE EQUALITY WITH MAN, AND THE PROPHET'S TEACHINGS OFTEN PLACE HER IN A POSITION SUPERIOR TO THE MALE IN SOME RESPECTS." MR. WEBB JUSTIFIES HIS STAND BY QUOTING FROM THE THIRTY-FIFTH VERSE OF THE THIRTY-THIRD SURA OF THE KORAN: "VERILY THE MOSLEMS OF EITHER SEX, AND THE TRUE BELIEVERS OF EITHER SEX, AND THE DEVOUT MEN, AND THE DEVOUT WOMEN, AND THE MEN OF VERACITY, AND THE WOMEN OF VERACITY, AND THE PATIENT MEN, AND THE PATIENT WOMEN, AND THE HUMBLE MEN, AND THE HUMBLE WOMEN, AND THE ALMS-GIVERS OF EITHER SEX, AND THE MEN WHO FAST, AND THE WOMEN WHO FAST, AND THE CHASTE MEN, AND THE CHASTE WOMEN, AND THOSE OF EITHER SEX WHO REMEMBER ALLAH FREQUENTLY: FOR THEM HATH ALLAH PREPARED FORGIVENESS AND A GREAT REWARD." HERE THE ATTAINMENT OF HEAVEN IS CLEARLY SET FORTH AS A PROBLEM WHOSE ONLY SOLUTION IS THAT OF INDIVIDUAL MERIT. ON THE DAY OF HIS DEATH MOHAMMED TOLD FATIMA, HIS BELOVED DAUGHTER, AND SAFIYA, HIS AUNT: "WORK YE OUT THAT WHICH SHALL GAIN ACCEPTANCE FOR YOU WITH THE LORD: FOR I VERILY HAVE NO POWER WITH HIM TO SAVE YOU IN ANY WISE." THE PROPHET DID NOT ADVISE EITHER WOMAN TO RELY UPON THE VIRTUES OF HER HUSBAND NOR IN ANY MANNER DID HE INDICATE WOMAN'S SALVATION TO BE DEPENDENT UPON THE HUMAN FRAILTY OF HER SPOUSE. EVERYTHING TO THE CONTRARY NOTWITHSTANDING, MOHAMMED IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONTRADICTIONS AND INCONSISTENCIES IN THE KORAN, FOR THE VOLUME WAS NOT COMPILED AND DID NOT ASSUME ITS PRESENT FORM UNTIL OVER TWENTY YEARS AFTER HIS DEATH. IN ITS PRESENT STATE THE KORAN IS, FOR THE MAJOR PART, A JUMBLE OF HEARSAY THROUGH WHICH OCCASIONALLY SHINES FORTH AN EXAMPLE OF TRUE INSPIRATION. FROM WHAT IS KNOWN OF THE MAN MOHAMMED, IT IS REASONABLE TO SUPPOSE THAT THESE NOBLER AND FINER PORTIONS REPRESENT THE ACTUAL DOCTRINES OF THE PROPHET; THE REMAINDER ARE OBVIOUS INTERPOLATIONS, SOME ARISING FROM MISUNDERSTANDING AND OTHERS DIRECT FORGERIES CALCULATED TO SATISFY THE TEMPORAL AMBITIONS OF CONQUERING ISLAM. ON THIS SUBJECT, GODFREY HIGGINS SPEAKS WITH HIS USUAL PERSPICACITY: "HERE WE HAVE THE KORAN OF MOHAMMED AND THE FIRST FOUR SINCERE AND ZEALOUS PATRIARCHS, AND THE KORAN OF THE CONQUERING AND MAGNIFICENT SARACENS--PUFFED UP WITH PRIDE AND VANITY. THE KORAN OF THE ECLECTIC PHILOSOPHER WAS NOT LIKELY TO SUIT THE CONQUERORS OF ASIA. A NEW ONE MUST BE GRAFTED ON THE OLD, TO FIND A JUSTIFICATION FOR THEIR ENORMITIES." (ANACALYPSIS.) TO THE DISCERNING FEW IT IS EVIDENT THAT MOHAMMED HAD A KNOWLEDGE OF THAT SECRET DOCTRINE WHICH MUST NEEDS CONSTITUTE THE CORE OF EVERY GREAT PHILOSOPHICAL, RELIGIOUS, OR ETHICAL INSTITUTION. THROUGH ONE OF FOUR POSSIBLE AVENUES MOHAMMED MAY HAVE CONTACTED THE ANCIENT MYSTERY TEACHINGS: (1) THROUGH DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE GREAT SCHOOL IN THE INVISIBLE WORLD; (2) THROUGH THE NESTORIAN CHRISTIAN MONKS; (3) THROUGH THE MYSTERIOUS HOLY MAN WHO APPEARED AND DISAPPEARED AT FREQUENT INTERVALS DURING THE PERIOD IN WHICH THE SURAS OF THE KORAN WERE REVEALED; (4) THROUGH A DECADENT SCHOOL ALREADY EXISTING IN ARABIA, WHICH SCHOOL IN SPITE OF ITS LAPSE INTO IDOLATRY STILL RETAINED THE SECRETS OF THE ANCIENT WISDOM CULT. THE ARCANA OF ISLAM MAY YET BE DEMONSTRATED TO HAVE BEEN DIRECTLY FOUNDED UPON THE ANCIENT PAGAN MYSTERIES PERFORMED AT THE CAABA CENTURIES BEFORE THE BIRTH OF THE PROPHET; IN FACT, IT IS GENERALLY ADMITTED THAT MANY OF THE CEREMONIALS NOW EMBODIED IN THE ISLAMIC MYSTERIES ARE SURVIVALS OF PAGAN ARABIA. THE FEMININE PRINCIPLE IS REPEATEDLY EMPHASIZED IN ISLAMIC SYMBOLISM. FOR EXAMPLE, FRIDAY, WHICH IS SACRED TO THE PLANER VENUS, IS THE MOSLEM'S HOLY DAY; GREEN IS THE COLOR OF THE PROPHET AND, BEING SYMBOLIC OF VERDURE, IS INEVITABLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE WORLD MOTHER; AND BOTH THE ISLAMIC CRESCENT AND THE SCIMITAR MAY BE INTERPRETED TO SIGNIFY THE CRESCENT SHAPE OF EITHER THE MOON OR VENUS. "THE FAMOUS 'STONE OF CABAR,' KAABA, CABIR, OR KEBIR, AT MECCA," SAYS JENNINGS, "WHICH IS SO DEVOUTLY KISSED BY THE FAITHFUL, IS A TALISMAN. IT IS SAID THAT THE FIGURE OF VENUS IS SEEN TO THIS DAY ENGRAVED UPON IT WITH A CRESCENT. THIS VERY CAABA ITSELF WAS AT FIRST AN IDOLATROUS TEMPLE, WHERE THE ARABIANS WORSHIPPED AL-UZZA (GOD AND ISSA), THAT IS VENUS." (ENOCH, THE SECOND MESSENGER OF GOD.) "THE MUSSULMANS," WRITES SIR WILLIAM JONES, "ARE ALREADY A SORT OF HETERODOX CHRISTIANS: THEY ARE CHRISTIANS, IF LOCKE REASONS JUSTLY, BECAUSE THEY FIRMLY BELIEVE THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, DIVINE CHARACTER, AND MIRACLES OF THE MESSIAH; BUT THEY ARE HETERODOX, IN DENYING VEHEMENTLY HIS CHARACTER OF SON, AND HIS EQUALITY, AS GOD, WITH THE FATHER [STEPHEN], OF WHOSE UNITY AND ATTRIBUTES THEY ENTERTAIN AND EXPRESS THE MOST AWFUL IDEAS; WHILE THEY CONSIDER OUR DOCTRINE AS PERFECT BLASPHEMY, AND INSIST THAT OUR COPIES OF THE SCRIPTURES HAVE BEEN CORRUPTED BOTH BY JEWS AND CHRISTIANS." THE FOLLOWING LINES ARE DECLARED BY THE FOLLOWERS OF THE PROPHET TO HAVE BEEN DELETED FROM THE CHRISTIAN GOSPELS: "AND WHEN JESUS, THE SON OF MARY, SAID, O CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, VERILY I AM THE APOSTLE OF GOD SENT UNTO YOU, CONFIRMING THE LAW WHICH WAS DELIVERED BEFORE ME, AND BRINGING GOOD TIDINGS OF AN APOSTLE WHO SHALL COME AFTER ME, AND WHOSE NAME SHALL BE AHMED." IN THE PRESENT TEXT CONTAINING THE PROPHECY OF JESUS CONCERNING A COMFORTER TO COME AFTER HIM, IT IS FURTHER CLAIMED THAT THE WORD COMFORTER SHOULD BE TRANSLATED ILLUSTRIOUS AND THAT IT HAD A DIRECT REFERENCE TO MOHAMMED; ALSO THAT THE TONGUES OF FLAME THAT DESCENDED UPON THE APOSTLES ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST IN NO WAY COULD BE INTERPRETED AS SIGNIFYING THE PROMISED COMFORTER. WHEN ASKED, HOWEVER, FOR DEFINITE PROOF THAT THE ORIGINAL GOSPELS CONTAINED THESE SO-CALLED EXPURGATED REFERENCES TO MOHAMMED, THE MOSLEMS MAKE A COUNTER-DEMAND FOR PRODUCTION OF THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS UPON WHICH CHRISTIANITY IS FOUNDED. UNTIL SUCH WRITINGS ARE DISCOVERED, THE POINT UNDER DISPUTE MUST REMAIN A SOURCE OF CONTROVERSY. TO IGNORE THE HERITAGE OF CULTURE RECEIVED FROM ISLAM WOULD BE AN UNPARDONABLE OVERSIGHT, FOR WHEN THE CRESCENT TRIUMPHED OVER THE CROSS IN SOUTHERN EUROPE IT WAS THE HARBINGER OF A CIVILIZATION WHICH HAD NO EQUAL IN ITS DAY. IN STUDIES IN A MOSQUE, STANLEY LANE-POOLE WRITES: "FOR NEARLY EIGHT CENTURIES UNDER HER MOHAMMEDAN RULERS SPAIN SET TO ALL EUROPE A SHINING EXAMPLE OF A CIVILIZED AND ENLIGHTENED STATE. ART, LITERATURE AND SCIENCE PROSPERED AS THEY THEN PROSPERED NOWHERE ELSE IN EUROPE. STUDENTS FLOCKED FROM FRANCE AND GERMANY AND ENGLAND TO DRINK FROM THE FOUNTAINS OF LEARNING WHICH FLOWED ONLY IN THE CITIES OF THE MOORS. THE SURGEONS AND DOCTORS OF ANDALUSIA WERE IN THE VAN OF SCIENCE; WOMEN WERE ENCOURAGED TO DEVOTE THEMSELVES TO SERIOUS STUDY, AND A LADY DOCTOR WAS NOT UNKNOWN AMONG THE PEOPLE OF CORDOVA. MATHEMATICS, ASTRONOMY AND BOTANY, HISTORY, PHILOSOPHY AND JURISPRUDENCE, WERE TO HE MASTERED IN SPAIN AND IN SPAIN ALONE." THE LIBRARY OF ORIGINAL SOURCES THUS SUMS UP THE EFFECTS OF ISLAM: "THE RESULTS OF MOHAMMEDISM HAVE BEEN GREATLY UNDERESTIMATED. IN THE CENTURY AFTER MOHAMMED'S DEATH IT WRESTED ASIA MINOR, AFRICA, AND SPAIN FROM CHRISTIANITY, MORE THAN HALF OF THE CIVILIZED WORLD, AND ESTABLISHED A CIVILIZATION, THE HIGHEST IN THE WORLD DURING THE DARK AGES. IT BROUGHT THE ARABIAN RACE TO THEIR HIGHEST DEVELOPMENT, RAISED THE POSITION OF WOMEN IN THE EAST, THOUGH IT RETAINED POLYGAMY, WAS INTENSIVELY MONOTHEISTIC, AND UNTIL THE TURKS GAINED CONTROL FOR THE MOST PART ENCOURAGED PROGRESS." IN THE SAME WORK, AMONG THE GREAT ISLAMIC SCIENTISTS AND PHILOSOPHERS WHO HAVE MADE SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO HUMAN KNOWLEDGE ARE LISTED GERBER, OR DJAFER, WHO IN THE NINTH CENTURY LAID THE FOUNDATIONS FOR MODERN CHEMISTRY; BEN MUSA, WHO IN THE TENTH CENTURY INTRODUCED THE THEORY OF ALGEBRA; ALHAZE, WHO IN THE ELEVENTH CENTURY MADE A PROFOUND STUDY OF OPTICS AND DISCOVERED THE MAGNIFYING POWER OF CONVEX LENSES; AND IN THE ELEVENTH CENTURY ALSO, BOTH AVICENNA, OR IBN SINA, WHOSE MEDICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA WAS THE STANDARD OF HIS AGE, AND THE GREAT QABBALIST AVICEBRON, OR IBN GEBIROL. "LOOKING BACK UPON THE SCIENCE OF THE MOHAMMEDANS," RESUMES THE AUTHORITY JUST QUOTED, "IT WILL BE SEEN THAT THEY LAID THE FIRST FOUNDATIONS OF CHEMISTRY, AND MADE IMPORTANT ADVANCES IN MATHEMATICS AND OPTICS. THEIR DISCOVERIES NEVER HAD THE INFLUENCE THEY SHOULD HAVE HAD UPON THE COURSE OF EUROPEAN CIVILIZATION, BUT THIS WAS BECAUSE EUROPE ITSELF WAS NOT ENLIGHTENED ENOUGH TO GRASP AND MAKE USE OF THEM. GERBER'S OBSERVATION THAT OXIDIZED IRON WEIGHS HEAVIER THAN BEFORE OXIDATION HAD TO BE MADE OVER AGAIN. SO HAD SOME OF THEIR WORK IN OPTICS, AND MANY OF THEIR GEOGRAPHICAL DISCOVERIES. THEY HAD ROUNDED AFRICA LONG BEFORE VASCO DA GAMA. THE COMPOSITION OF GUNPOWDER CAME INTO NORTHERN EUROPE FROM THEM. WE MUST NEVER FORGET THAT THE DARK AGES IN CHRISTIAN EUROPE WERE THE BRIGHT ONES OF THE MOHAMMEDAN WORLD. IN THE FIELD OF PHILOSOPHY, THE ARABS STARTED BY ADOPTING THE NEO-PLATONISM THEY FOUND IN EUROPE, AND GRADUALLY WORKING BACK TO ARISTOTLE." WHAT MEANS THE SUBTLE MYSTERY OF THE PHOENIX REBORN EVERY SIX HUNDRED YEARS? FAINTLY FROM WITHIN THE SANCTUARY OF THE WORLD MYSTERIES IS WHISPERED THE ANSWER. SIX HUNDRED YEARS BEFORE CHRIST THE PHOENIX OF WISDOM (PYTHAGORAS?) SPREAD ITS WINGS AND DIED UPON THE ALTAR OF HUMANITY, CONSUMED BY THE SACRIFICIAL FIRE. IN NAZARETH THE BIRD WAS AGAIN REBORN FROM ITS OWN ASHES, ONLY TO DIE UPON THE TREE WHICH HAD ITS ROOTS IN ADAM'S SKULL. IN A.D. 600 APPEARED AHMED (MOHAMMED). AGAIN, THE PHOENIX SUFFERED, THIS TIME FROM THE POISON OF KHEIBAR, AND FROM ITS CHARRED ASHES ROSE TO SPREAD ITS WINGS ACROSS THE FACE OF MONGOLIA, WHERE IN THE TWELFTH CENTURY GENGHIS KHAN ESTABLISHED THE RULE OF WISDOM. CIRCLING THE MIGHTY DESERT OF GOBI, THE PHOENIX AGAIN GAVE UP ITS FORM, WHICH NOW LIES BURIED IN A GLASS SARCOPHAGUS UNDER A PYRAMID BEARING UPON IT THE INEFFABLE FIGURES OF THE MYSTERIES. AFTER THE LAPSE OF SIX HUNDRED YEARS FROM THE DEATH OF GENGHIS KHAN, DID NAPOLEON BONAPARTE--WHO BELIEVED HIMSELF TO BE THE MAN OF DESTINY--CONTACT IN HIS WANDERINGS THIS STRANGE LEGEND OF THE CONTINUAL PERIODIC REBIRTH OF WISDOM? DID HE FEEL THE SPREADING WINGS OF THE PHOENIX WITHIN HIMSELF AND DID HE BELIEVE THE HOPE OF THE WORLD HAD TAKEN FLESH IN HIM? THE EAGLE ON HIS STANDARD MAY WELL HAVE BEEN THE PHOENIX. THIS WOULD EXPLAIN WHY HE WAS MOVED TO BELIEVE HIMSELF PREDESTINED TO ESTABLISH THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST [WITH THE KINGDOM OF THE LORD] ON EARTH AND IS, PERHAPS, THE CLUE TO HIS LITTLE-UNDERSTOOD FRIENDLINESS TOWARD THE MOSLEM.
AMERICAN INDIAN SYMBOLISM
THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN IS BY NATURE A SYMBOLIST, A MYSTIC, AND A PHILOSOPHER. LIKE MOST: ABORIGINAL PEOPLES, HIS SOUL WAS EN RAPPORT WITH THE COSMIC AGENCIES MANIFESTING ABOUT HIM. NOT ONLY DID HIS MANIDOS CONTROL CREATION FROM THEIR EXALTED SEATS ABOVE THE CLOUDS, BUT THEY ALSO DESCENDED INTO THE WORLD OF MEN AND MINGLED WITH THEIR RED CHILDREN. THE GRAY CLOUDS HANGING OVER THE HORIZON WERE THE SMOKE FROM THE CALUMETS OF THE GODS, WHO COULD BUILD FIRES OF PETRIFIED WOOD AND USE A COMET FOR A FLAME. THE AMERICAN INDIAN PEOPLED THE FORESTS, RIVERS, AND SKY WITH MYRIADS OF SUPER-PHYSICAL AND INVISIBLE BEINGS. THERE ARE LEGENDS OF ENTIRE TRIBES OF INDIANS WHO LIVED IN LAKE BOTTOMS; OF RACES WHO WERE NEVER SEEN IN THE DAYTIME BUT WHO, COMING FORTH FROM THEIR HIDDEN CAVES, ROAMED THE EARTH AT NIGHT AND WAYLAID UNWARY TRAVELERS; ALSO OF BAT INDIANS, WITH HUMAN BODIES AND BAT-LIKE WINGS, WHO LIVED IN GLOOMY FORESTS AND INACCESSIBLE CLIFFS AND WHO SLEPT HANGING HEAD DOWNWARD FROM GREAT BRANCHES AND OUTCROPPINGS OF ROCK. THE RED MAN'S PHILOSOPHY OF ELEMENTAL CREATURES IS APPARENTLY THE OUTCOME OF HIS INTIMATE CONTACT WITH NATURE, WHOSE INEXPLICABLE WONDERS BECOME THE GENERATING CAUSE OF SUCH METAPHYSICAL SPECULATIONS. IN COMMON WITH THE EARLY SCANDINAVIANS, THE INDIANS OF NORTH AMERICA CONSIDERED THE EARTH (THE GREAT MOTHER) TO BE AN INTERMEDIATE PLANE, BOUNDED ABOVE BY A HEAVENLY SPHERE (THE DWELLING PLACE OF THE GREAT SPIRIT) AND BELOW BY A DARK AND TERRIFYING SUBTERRANEAN WORLD (THE ABODE OF SHADOWS AND OF SUBMUNDANE POWERS). LIKE THE CHALDEANS, THEY DIVIDED THE INTERVAL BETWEEN THE SURFACE OF EARTH AND HEAVEN INTO VARIOUS STRATA, ONE CONSISTING OF CLOUDS, ANOTHER OF THE PATHS OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES, AND SO ON. THE UNDERWORLD WAS SIMILARLY DIVIDED AND LIKE THE GREEK SYSTEM REPRESENTED TO THE INITIATED THE HOUSE OF THE LESSER MYSTERIES. THOSE CREATURES CAPABLE OF FUNCTIONING IN TWO OR MORE ELEMENTS WERE CONSIDERED AS MESSENGERS BETWEEN THE SPIRITS OF THESE VARIOUS PLANES. THE ABODE OF THE DEAD WAS PRESUMED TO BE IN A DISTANT PLACE: IN THE HEAVENS ABOVE, THE EARTH BELOW, THE DISTANT CORNERS OF THE WORLD, OR ACROSS WIDE SEAS. SOMETIMES A RIVER FLOWS BETWEEN THE WORLD OF THE DEAD AND THAT OF THE LIVING, IN THIS RESPECT PARALLELING EGYPTIAN, GREEK, AND CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY. TO THE INDIAN THE NUMBER FOUR HAS A PECULIAR SANCTITY, PRESUMABLY BECAUSE THE GREAT SPIRIT CREATED HIS UNIVERSE IN A SQUARE FRAME. THIS IS SUGGESTIVE OF THE VENERATION ACCORDED THE TETRAD BY THE PYTHAGOREANS, WHO HELD IT TO BE A FITTING SYMBOL OF THE CREATOR. THE LEGENDARY NARRATIVES OF THE STRANGE ADVENTURES OF INTREPID HEROES WHO WHILE IN THE PHYSICAL BODY PENETRATED THE REALMS OF THE DEAD PROVE BEYOND QUESTION THE PRESENCE OF MYSTERY CULTS AMONG THE NORTH AMERICAN RED MEN. WHEREVER THE MYSTERIES WERE ESTABLISHED THEY WERE RECOGNIZED AS THE PHILOSOPHIC EQUIVALENTS OF DEATH, FOR THOSE PASSING THROUGH THE RITUALS EXPERIENCED ALL AFTER-DEATH CONDITIONS WHILE STILL IN THE PHYSICAL BODY. AT THE CONSUMMATION OF THE RITUAL THE INITIATE ACTUALLY GAINED THE ABILITY TO PASS IN AND OUT OF HIS PHYSICAL BODY AT WILL. THIS IS THE PHILOSOPHIC FOUNDATION FOR THE ALLEGORIES OF ADVENTURES IN THE INDIAN SHADOW LAND, OR WORLD OF GHOSTS. "FROM COAST TO COAST," WRITES HARTLEY BURR ALEXANDER, "THE SACRED CALUMET IS THE INDIAN'S ALTAR, AND ITS SMOKE IS THE PROPER OFFERING TO HEAVEN." (MYTHOLOGY OF ALL PACES.) IN THE NOTES ON THE SAME WORK IS GIVEN THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION OF THE PIPE CEREMONY: "THE MASTER OF CEREMONIES, AGAIN RISING TO HIS FEET, FILLED AND LIGHTED THE PIPE OF PEACE FROM HIS OWN FIRE. DRAWING THREE WHIFFS, ONE AFTER THE OTHER, HE BLEW THE FIRST TOWARDS THE ZENITH, THE SECOND TOWARDS THE GROUND, AND THE THIRD TOWARDS THE SUN. BY THE FIRST ACT HE RETURNED THANKS TO THE GREAT SPIRIT FOR THE PRESERVATION OF HIS LIFE DURING THE PAST YEAR, AND FOR BEING PERMITTED TO BE PRESENT AT THIS COUNCIL. BY THE SECOND, HE RETURNED THANKS TO HIS MOTHER, THE EARTH, FOR HER VARIOUS PRODUCTIONS WHICH HAD MINISTERED TO HIS SUSTENANCE. AND BY THE THIRD, HE RETURNED THANKS TO THE SUN FOR HIS NEVER-FAILING LIGHT, EVER SHINING UPON ALL." IT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE INDIAN TO SECURE THE RED STONE FOR HIS CALUMET FROM THE PIPESTONE QUARRY WHERE IN SOME REMOTE PAST THE GREAT SPIRIT HAD COME AND, AFTER FASHIONING WITH HIS OWN HANDS A GREAT PIPE, HAD SMOKED IT TOWARD THE FOUR CORNERS OF CREATION AND THUS INSTITUTED THIS MOST SACRED CEREMONY. SCORES OF INDIAN TRIBES--SOME OF THEM TRAVELING THOUSANDS OF MILES--SECURED THE SACRED STONE FROM THIS SINGLE QUARRY, WHERE THE MANDATE OF THE GREAT SPIRIT HAD DECREED THAT ETERNAL PEACE SHOULD REIGN. THE INDIAN DOES NOT WORSHIP THE SUN; HE RATHER REGARDS THIS SHINING ORB AS AN APPROPRIATE SYMBOL OF THE GREAT AND GOOD SPIRIT WHO FOREVER RADIATES LIFE TO HIS RED CHILDREN. IN INDIAN SYMBOLISM THE SERPENT--ESPECIALLY THE GREAT SERPENT--CORROBORATES OTHER EVIDENCE POINTING TO THE PRESENCE OF THE MYSTERIES ON THE NORTH AMERICAN CONTINENT. THE FLYING SERPENT IS THE ATLANTEAN TOKEN OF THE INITIATE; THE SEVEN-HEADED SNAKE REPRESENTS THE SEVEN GREAT ATLANTEAN ISLANDS (THE CITIES OF CHIBOLA?) AND ALSO THE SEVEN GREAT PREHISTORIC SCHOOLS OF ESOTERIC PHILOSOPHY. MOREOVER, WHO CAN DOUBT THE PRESENCE OF THE SECRET DOCTRINE IN THE AMERICAS WHEN HE GAZES UPON THE GREAT SERPENT MOUND IN ADAMS COUNTY, OHIO, WHERE THE HUGE REPTILE IS REPRESENTED AS DISGORGING THE EGG OF EXISTENCE? MANY AMERICAN INDIAN TRIBES ARE REINCARNATIONISTS, SOME ARE TRANSMIGRATIONISTS. THEY EVEN CALLED THEIR CHILDREN BY THE NAMES SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN BORNE BY THEM IN A FORMER LIFE. THERE IS AN ACCOUNT OF AN INSTANCE WHERE A PARENT BY INADVERTENCE HAD GIVEN HIS INFANT THE WRONG NAME, WHEREUPON THE BABE CRIED INCESSANTLY UNTIL THE MISTAKE HAD BEEN RECTIFIED! THE BELIEF IN REINCARNATION IS ALSO PREVALENT AMONG THE ESKIMOS. AGED ESKIMOS NOT INFREQUENTLY KILL THEMSELVES IN ORDER TO REINCARNATE IN THE FAMILY OF SOME NEWLY MARRIED LOVED ONE. THE AMERICAN INDIANS RECOGNIZE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE GHOST AND THE ACTUAL SOUL OF A DEAD PERSON, A KNOWLEDGE RESTRICTED TO INITIATES OF THE MYSTERIES. IN COMMON WITH THE PLATONISTS THEY ALSO UNDERSTOOD THE [SPECIAL] PRINCIPLES OF AN ARCHETYPAL SPHERE WHEREIN EXIST THE---
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NAVAHO SAND PAINTING.
THE NAVAHO DRY OR SAND PAINTINGS ARE MADE BY SPRINKLING VARICOLORED GROUND PIGMENT UPON A BASE OF SMOOTH SAND. THE ONE HERE REPRODUCED IS ENCIRCLED BY THE RAINBOW GODDESS, AND PORTRAYS AN EPISODE FROM THE NAVAHO COSMOGONY MYTH. ACCORDING TO HASTEEN KLAH, THE NAVAHO SAND PRIEST WHO DESIGNED THIS PAINTING, THE NAVAHOS DO NOT BELIEVE IN IDOLATRY, HENCE THEY MAKE NO IMAGES OF THEIR GODS, BUT PERPETUATE ONLY THE MENTAL CONCEPT OF THEM. JUST AS THE GODS DRAW PICTURES UPON THE MOVING CLOUDS, SO THE PRIESTS MAKE PAINTINGS ON THE SAND, AND WHEN THE PURPOSE OF THE DRAWING HAS BEEN FULFILLED IT IS EFFACED BY A SWEEP OF THE HAND. ACCORDING TO THIS INFORMANT, THE ZUNI, HOPI, AND NAVAHO NATIONS HAD A COMMON GENESIS; THEY ALL CAME OUT OF THE EARTH AND THEN SEPARATED INTO THREE NATIONS. THE NAVAHOS FIRST EMERGED ABOUT 3,000 YEARS AGO AT A POINT NOW CALLED LA PLATTE MOUNTAIN IN COLORADO. THE FOUR MOUNTAINS SACRED TO THE NAVAHOS ARE LA PLATTE MOUNTAIN, MOUNT TAYLOR, NAVAHO MOUNTAIN, AND SAN FRANCISCO MOUNTAIN. WHILE THESE THREE NATIONS WERE UNDER THE EARTH FOUR MOUNTAIN RANGES WERE BELOW WITH THEM. THE EASTERN MOUNTAINS WERE WHITE, THE SOUTHERN BLUE, THE WESTERN YELLOW, AND THE NORTHERN BLACK. THE RISE AND FALL OF THESE MOUNTAINS CAUSED THE ALTERNATION OF DAY AND NIGHT. WHEN THE WHITE MOUNTAINS ROSE, IT WAS DAY UNDER THE EARTH; WHEN THE YELLOW ONES ROSE, TWILIGHT; THE BLACK MOUNTAINS BROUGHT NIGHT, AND THE BLUE, DAWN. SEVEN MAJOR DEITIES WERE RECOGNIZED BY THE NAVAHOS, BUT HASTEEN KLAH WAS UNABLE TO SAY WHETHER THE INDIANS RELATED THESE DEITIES TO THE PLANETS. BAKOCHIDDY, ONE OF THESE SEVEN MAJOR GODS, WAS WHITE IN COLOR WITH LIGHT REDDISH HAIR AND GRAY EYES. HIS FATHER WAS THE SUN RAY AND HIS MOTHER THE DAYLIGHT. HE ASCENDED TO HEAVEN AND IN SOME RESPECTS HIS LIFE PARALLELS THAT OF CHRIST. TO AVENGE THE KIDNAPPING OF HIS CHILD, KAHOTHSODE, A FISH GOD, CAUSED A GREAT FLOOD TO ARISE. TO ESCAPE DESTRUCTION, THE ZUNIS, HOPIS, AND NAVAHOS ASCENDED TO THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH. THE SAND PAINTING HERE REPRODUCED IS PART OF THE MEDICINE SERIES PREPARED FAR THE HEALING OF DISEASE. IN THE HEALING CEREMONY THE PATIENT IS PLACED UPON THE DRAWING, WHICH IS MADE IN A CONSECRATED HOGAN, AND ALL OUTSIDERS EXCLUDED. THE SACRED SWASTIKA IN THE CENTER OF THE DRAWING IS PERHAPS THE MOST NEARLY UNIVERSAL OF RELIGIOUS EMBLEMS AND REPRESENTS THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD. THE TWO, HUNCHBACK GOD, AT THE RIGHT AND LEFT ASSUME THEIR APPEARANCE BY REASON OF THE GREAT CLOUDS BORNE UPON THEIR BACKS. IN NAVAHO RELIGIOUS ART, MALE DIVINITIES ARE ALWAYS SHOWN WITH CIRCULAR HEADS AND FEMALE DIVINITIES WITH SQUARE HEADS PATTERNS OF ALL FORMS MANIFESTING IN THE EARTH PLANE, THE THEORY OF GROUP, OR ELDER, SOULS HAVING SUPERVISION OVER THE ANIMAL SPECIES IS ALSO SHARED BY THEM. THE RED MAN'S BELIEF IN GUARDIAN SPIRITS WOULD HAVE WARMED THE HEART OF PARACELSUS. WHEN THEY ATTAIN THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING PROTECTORS OF ENTIRE CLANS OR TRIBES, THESE GUARDIANS ARE CALLED TOTEMS. IN SOME TRIBES, IMPRESSIVE CEREMONIES MARK THE OCCASION WHEN THE YOUNG MEN ARE SENT OUT INTO THE FOREST TO FAST AND PRAY AND THERE REMAIN UNTIL THEIR GUARDIAN SPIRIT MANIFESTS TO THEM. WHATEVER CREATURE APPEARS THEREUPON BECOMES THEIR PECULIAR GENIUS, TO WHOM THEY APPEAL IN TIME OF TROUBLE. THE OUTSTANDING HERO OF NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN FOLKLORE IS HIAWATHA, A NAME WHICH, ACCORDING TO LEWIS SPENCE, SIGNIFIES "HE WHO SEEKS THE WAMPUM-BELT." HIAWATHA ENJOYS THE DISTINCTION OF ANTICIPATING BY SEVERAL CENTURIES THE LATE WOODROW WILSON'S CHERISHED DREAM OF A LEAGUE OF NATIONS. FOLLOWING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF SCHOOLCRAFT, LONGFELLOW CONFUSED THE HISTORICAL HIAWATHA OF THE IROQUOIS WITH MANABOZHO, A MYTHOLOGICAL HERO OF THE ALGONQUINS AND OJIBWAS. HIAWATHA, A CHIEF OF THE IROQUOIS, AFTER MANY REVERSES AND DISAPPOINTMENTS, SUCCEEDED IN UNITING THE FIVE GREAT NATIONS OF THE IROQUOIS INTO THE "LEAGUE OF THE FIVE NATIONS." THE ORIGINAL PURPOSE OF THE LEAGUE--TO ABOLISH WAR BY SUBSTITUTING COUNCILS OF ARBITRATION--WAS NOT WHOLLY SUCCESSFUL, BUT THE POWER OF THE "SILVER CHAIN" CONFERRED UPON THE IROQUOIS A SOLIDARITY ATTAINED BY NO OTHER CONFEDERACY OF NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. HIAWATHA, HOWEVER, MET THE SAME OPPOSITION WHICH HAS CONFRONTED EVERY GREAT IDEALIST, IRRESPECTIVE OF TIME OR RACE. THE SHAMANS TURNED THEIR MAGIC AGAINST HIM AND, ACCORDING TO ONE LEGEND, CREATED AN EVIL BIRD WHICH, SWOOPING DOWN FROM HEAVEN, TORE HIS ONLY DAUGHTER TO PIECES BEFORE HIS EYES. WHEN HIAWATHA, AFTER ACCOMPLISHING HIS MISSION, HAD SAILED AWAY IN HIS SELF-PROPELLED CANOE ALONG THE PATH OF THE SUNSET, HIS PEOPLE REALIZED THE TRUE GREATNESS OF THEIR BENEFACTOR AND ELEVATED HIM TO THE DIGNITY OF A DEMIGOD. IN LONGFELLOW'S SONG OF HIAWATHA, THE POET HAS CAST THE GREAT INDIAN STATESMAN IN A CHARMING SETTING OF MAGIC AND ENCHANTMENT; YET THROUGH THE MAZE OF SYMBOL AND ALLEGORY IS EVER FAINTLY VISIBLE THE FIGURE OF HIAWATHA THE INITIATE--THE VERY PERSONIFICATION OF THE RED MAN AND HIS PHILOSOPHY.
THE POPOL VUH
NO OTHER SACRED BOOK SETS FORTH SO COMPLETELY AS THE POPOL VUH THE INITIATORY RITUALS OF A GREAT SCHOOL OF MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHY. THIS VOLUME ALONE IS SUFFICIENT TO ESTABLISH INCONTESTABLY THE PHILOSOPHICAL EXCELLENCE OF THE RED RACE. "THE RED 'CHILDREN OF THE SUN,'" WRITES JAMES MORGAN PRYSE, "DO NOT WORSHIP THE ONE GOD. FOR THEM THAT ONE GOD IS ABSOLUTELY IMPERSONAL, AND ALL THE FORCES EMANATED FROM THAT ONE GOD ARE PERSONAL. THIS IS THE EXACT REVERSE OF THE POPULAR WESTERN CONCEPTION OF A PERSONAL GOD AND IMPERSONAL WORKING FORCES IN NATURE. DECIDE FOR YOURSELF WHICH OF THESE BELIEFS IS THE MORE PHILOSOPHICAL. THESE CHILDREN OF THE SUN ADORE THE PLUMÈD SERPENT, WHO IS THE MESSENGER OF THE SUN. HE WAS THE GOD QUETZALCOATL IN MEXICO, GUCUMATZ IN QUICHÉ; AND IN PERU HE WAS CALLED AMARU. FROM THE LATTER NAME COMES OUR WORD AMERICA. AMARUCA IS, LITERALLY TRANSLATED, 'LAND OF THE PLUMÈD SERPENT.' THE PRIESTS OF THIS GOD OF PEACE, FROM THEIR CHIEF CENTER IN THE CORDILLERAS, ONCE RULED BOTH AMERICAS. ALL THE RED MEN WHO HAVE REMAINED TRUE TO THE ANCIENT RELIGION ARE STILL UNDER THEIR SWAY. ONE OF THEIR STRONG CENTERS WAS IN GUATEMALA, AND OF THEIR ORDER WAS THE AUTHOR OF THE BOOK CALLED POPOL VUH. IN THE QUICHÉ TONGUE GUCUMATZ IS THE EXACT EQUIVALENT OF QUETZALCOATL IN THE NAHUATL LANGUAGE; QUETZAL, THE BIRD OF PARADISE; COATL, SERPENT--'THE SERPENT VEILED IN PLUMES OF THE PARADISE-BIRD'!" THE POPOL VUH WAS DISCOVERED BY FATHER XIMINEZ IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. IT WAS TRANSLATED INTO FRENCH BY BRASSEUR DE BOURBOURG AND PUBLISHED IN 1861. THE ONLY COMPLETE ENGLISH TRANSLATION IS THAT BY KENNETH SYLVAN GUTHRIE, WHICH RAN THROUGH THE EARLY FILES OF THE WORD MAGAZINE AND WHICH IS USED AS THE BASIS OF THIS ARTICLE. A PORTION OF THE POPOL VUH WAS TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH, WITH EXTREMELY VALUABLE COMMENTARIES, BY JAMES MORGAN PRYSE, BUT UNFORTUNATELY HIS TRANSLATION WAS NEVER COMPLETED. THE SECOND BOOK OF THE POPOL VUH IS LARGELY DEVOTED TO THE INITIATORY RITUALS OF THE QUICHÉ NATION. THESE CEREMONIALS ARE OF FIRST IMPORTANCE TO STUDENTS OF MASONIC SYMBOLISM AND MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHY, SINCE THEY ESTABLISH BEYOND DOUBT THE EXISTENCE OF ANCIENT AND DIVINELY INSTITUTED MYSTERY SCHOOLS ON THE AMERICAN CONTINENT. LEWIS SPENCE, IN DESCRIBING THE POPOL VUH, GIVES A NUMBER OF TRANSLATIONS OF THE TITLE OF THE MANUSCRIPT ITSELF. PASSING OVER THE RENDITIONS, "THE BOOK OF THE MAT" AND "THE RECORD OF THE COMMUNITY," HE CONSIDERS IT LIKELY THAT THE CORRECT TITLE IS "THE COLLECTION OF WRITTEN LEAVES," POPOL SIGNIFYING THE "PREPARED BARK" AND VUH, "PAPER" OR "BOOK" FROM THE VERB UOCH, TO WRITE. DR. GUTHRIE INTERPRETS THE WORDS POPOL VUH TO MEAN "THE SENATE BOOK," OR "THE BOOK OF THE HOLY ASSEMBLY"; BRASSEUR DE BOURBOURG CALLS IT "THE SACRED BOOK"; AND FATHER XIMINEZ DESIGNATES THE VOLUME "THE NATIONAL BOOK." IN HIS ARTICLES ON THE POPOL VUH APPEARING IN THE FIFTEENTH VOLUME OF LUCIFER, JAMES MORGAN PRYSE, APPROACHING THE SUBJECT FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE MYSTIC, CALLS THIS WORK "THE BOOK OF THE AZURE VEIL." IN THE POPOL VUH ITSELF THE ANCIENT RECORDS FROM WHICH THE CHRISTIANIZED INDIAN WHO COMPILED IT DERIVED HIS MATERIAL ARE REFERRED TO AS "THE TALE OF HUMAN EXISTENCE IN THE LAND OF SHADOWS, AND, HOW MAN SAW LIGHT AND LIFE." THE MEAGER AVAILABLE NATIVE RECORDS CONTAIN ABUNDANT EVIDENCE THAT THE LATER CIVILIZATIONS OF CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA WERE HOPELESSLY DOMINATED BY THE BLACK ARTS OF THEIR PRIEST-CRAFTS. IN THE CONVEXITIES OF THEIR MAGNETIZED MIRRORS THE INDIAN SORCERERS CAPTURED THE INTELLIGENCES OF ELEMENTAL BEINGS AND, GAZING INTO THE DEPTHS OF THESE ABOMINABLE DEVICES, EVENTUALLY MADE THE SCEPTER SUBSERVIENT TO THE WAND. ROBED IN GARMENTS OF SABLE HUE, THE NEOPHYTES IN THEIR SEARCH FOR TRUTH WERE LED BY THEIR SINISTER GUIDES THROUGH THE CONFUSED PASSAGEWAYS OF NECROMANCY. BY THE LEFT-HAND PATH THEY DESCENDED INTO THE SOMBER DEPTHS OF THE INFERNAL WORLD, WHERE THEY LEARNED TO ENDOW STONES WITH THE POWER OF SPEECH AND TO SUBTLY ENSNARE THE MINDS OF MEN WITH THEIR CHANTS AND FETISHES. AS TYPICAL OF THE PERVERSION WHICH PREVAILED, NONE COULD ACHIEVE TO THE GREATER MYSTERIES UNTIL A HUMAN BEING HAD SUFFERED IMMOLATION AT HIS HAND AND THE BLEEDING HEART OF THE VICTIM HAD BEEN ELEVATED BEFORE THE LEERING FACE OF THE STONE IDOL FABRICATED BY A PRIEST-CRAFT THE MEMBERS OF WHICH REALIZED MORE FULLY THAN THEY DARED TO ADMIT THE TRUE NATURE OF THE MAN-MADE DEMON. THE SANGUINARY AND INDESCRIBABLE RITES PRACTICED BY MANY OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN INDIANS MAY REPRESENT REMNANTS OF THE LATER ATLANTEAN PERVERSION OF THE ANCIENT SUN MYSTERIES. ACCORDING TO THE SECRET TRADITION, IT WAS DURING THE LATER ATLANTEAN EPOCH THAT BLACK MAGIC AND SORCERY DOMINATED THE ESOTERIC SCHOOLS, RESULTING IN THE BLOODY SACRIFICIAL RITES AND GRUESOME IDOLATRY WHICH ULTIMATELY OVERTHREW THE ATLANTEAN EMPIRE AND EVEN PENETRATED THE ARYAN RELIGIOUS WORLD.
THE MYSTERIES OF XIBALBA
THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA (SO THE POPOL VUH RECOUNTS) SENT THEIR FOUR OWL MESSENGERS TO HUNHUN-AHPU AND VUKUB-HUNHUN-AHPU, ORDERING THEM TO COME AT ONCE TO THE PLACE OF INITIATION IN THE FASTNESSES OF THE GUATEMALAN MOUNTAINS. FAILING IN THE TESTS IMPOSED BY THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA, THE TWO BROTHERS--ACCORDING TO THE ANCIENT CUSTOM--PAID WITH THEIR LIVES FOR THEIR SHORTCOMINGS. HUNHUN-AHPU AND VUKUB-HUNHUN-AHPU WERE BURIED TOGETHER, BUT THE HEAD OF HUNHUN-AHPU WAS PLACED AMONG THE BRANCHES OF THE SACRED CALABASH TREE WHICH GREW IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROAD LEADING TO THE AWFUL MYSTERIES OF XIBALBA. IMMEDIATELY THE CALABASH TREE COVERED ITSELF WITH FRUIT AND THE HEAD OF HUNHUN-AHPU "SHOWED ITSELF NO MORE; FOR IT REUNITED ITSELF WITH THE OTHER FRUITS OF THE CALABASH TREE." NOW XQUIQ WAS THE VIRGIN DAUGHTER OF PRINCE CUCHUMAQUIQ. FROM HER FATHER SHE HAD LEARNED OF THE MARVELOUS CALABASH TREE, AND DESIRING TO POSSESS SOME OF ITS FRUIT, SHE JOURNEYED ALONE TO THE SOMBER PLACE WHERE IT GREW. WHEN XQUIQ PUT FORTH HER HAND TO PICK THE FRUIT OF THE TREE, SOME SALIVA FROM THE MOUTH OF HUNHUN-AHPU FELL INTO IT AND THE HEAD SPOKE TO XQUIQ, SAYING: "THIS SALIVA AND FROTH IS MY POSTERITY WHICH I HAVE JUST GIVEN YOU. NOW MY HEAD WILL CEASE TO SPEAK, FOR IT IS ONLY THE HEAD OF A CORPSE, WHICH HAS NO MORE FLESH." FOLLOWING THE ADMONITIONS OF HUNHUN-AHPU, THE YOUNG GIRL RETURNED TO HER HOME. HER FATHER, CUCHUMAQUIQ, LATER DISCOVERING THAT SHE WAS ABOUT TO BECOME A MOTHER, QUESTIONED HER CONCERNING THE FATHER OF HER CHILD. XQUIQ REPLIED THAT THE CHILD WAS BEGOTTEN WHILE SHE WAS GAZING UPON THE HEAD OF HUNHUN-AHPU IN THE CALABASH TREE AND THAT SHE HAD KNOWN NO MAN. CUCHUMAQUIQ, REFUSING TO BELIEVE HER STORY, AT THE INSTIGATION OF THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA, DEMANDED HER HEART IN AN URN. LED AWAY BY HER EXECUTIONERS, XQUIQ PLEADED WITH THEM TO SPARE HER LIFE, WHICH THEY AGREED TO DO, SUBSTITUTING FOR HER HEART THE FRUIT OF A CERTAIN TREE (RUBBER) WHOSE SAP WAS RED AND OF THE CONSISTENCY OF BLOOD. WHEN THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA PLACED THE SUPPOSED HEART UPON THE COALS OF THE ALTAR TO BE CONSUMED, THEY WERE ALL AMAZED BY THE PERFUME WHICH ROSE THEREFROM, FOR THEY DID NOT KNOW THAT THEY WERE BURNING THE FRUIT OF A FRAGRANT PLANT. XQUIQ GAVE BIRTH TO TWIN SONS, WHO WERE NAMED HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE AND WHOSE LIVES WERE DEDICATED TO AVENGING THE DEATHS OF HUNHUN-AHPU AND VUKUB-HUNHUN-AHPU. THE YEARS PASSED, AND THE TWO BOYS GREW UP TO MANHOOD AND GREAT WERE THEIR DEEDS. ESPECIALLY DID THEY EXCEL IN A CERTAIN GAME CALLED TENNIS BUT SOMEWHAT RESEMBLING HOCKEY. HEARING OF THE PROWESS OF THE YOUTHS, THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA ASKED: "WHO, THEN, ARE THOSE WHO NOW BEGIN AGAIN TO PLAY OVER OUR HEADS, AND WHO DO NOT SCRUPLE TO SHAKE (THE EARTH)? ARE NOT HUNHUN-AHPU AND VUKUB-HUNHUN-AHPU DEAD, WHO WISHED---
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FRAGMENT OF INDIAN POTTERY.
THIS CURIOUS FRAGMENT WAS FOUND FOUR FEET UNDER THE GROUND BENEATH A TRASH PILE OF BROKEN EARLY INDIAN POTTERY NOT FAR FROM THE 
CASA GRANDE RUINS IN ARIZONA. IT IS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE OF ITS STRIKING TO THE MASONIC COMPASS AND SQUARE. INDIAN BASKETS POTTERY, AND BLANKETS FREQUENTLY BEAR ORNAMENTAL DESIGNS OF ESPECIAL MASONIC AND PHILOSOPHIC INTEREST. TO EXALT THEMSELVES BEFORE OUR FACE?" SO, THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA SENT FOR THE TWO YOUTHS, HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE, THAT THEY MIGHT DESTROY THEM ALSO IN THE SEVEN DAYS OF THE MYSTERIES. BEFORE DEPARTING, THE TWO BROTHERS BADE FAREWELL TO THEIR GRANDMOTHER, EACH PLANTING IN THE MIDST OF THE HOUSE A CANE PLANT, SAYING THAT AS LONG AS THE CANE LIVED, SHE WOULD KNOW THAT THEY WERE ALIVE. "O, OUR GRANDMOTHER, O, OUR MOTHER, DO NOT WEEP; BEHOLD THE SIGN OF OUR WORD WHICH REMAINS WITH YOU. " HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE THEN DEPARTED, EACH WITH HIS SABARCAN (BLOWPIPE), AND FOR MANY DAYS THEY JOURNEYED ALONG THE PERILOUS TRAIL, DESCENDING THROUGH TORTUOUS RAVINES AND ALONG PRECIPITOUS CLIFFS, PAST STRANGE BIRDS AND BOILING SPRINGS, COWARDS THE SANCTUARY OF XIBALBA. THE ACTUAL ORDEALS OF THE XIBALBIAN MYSTERIES WERE SEVEN IN NUMBER. AS A PRELIMINARY THE TWO ADVENTURERS CROSSED A RIVER OF MUD AND THEN A STREAM OF BLOOD, ACCOMPLISHING THESE DIFFICULT FEATS BY USING THEIR SABARCANS AS BRIDGES. CONTINUING ON THEIR WAY, THEY REACHED A POINT WHERE FOUR ROADS CONVERGED--A BLACK ROAD, A WHITE ROAD, A RED ROAD, AND A GREEN ROAD. NOW HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE KNEW THAT THEIR FIRST TEST WOULD CONSIST OF BEING ABLE TO DISCRIMINATE BETWEEN THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA AND THE WOODEN EFFIGIES ROBED TO RESEMBLE THEM; ALSO, THAT THEY MUST CALL EACH OF THE PRINCES BY HIS CORRECT NAME WITHOUT HAVING BEEN GIVEN THE INFORMATION. TO SECURE THIS INFORMATION, HUNAHPU PULLED A HAIR FROM HIS LEG, WHICH HAIR THEN BECAME A STRANGE INSECT CALLED XAN; BUZZING ALONG THE BLACK ROAD, THE XAN ENTERED THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA AND STUNG THE LEG OF THE FIGURE NEAREST THE DOOR, WHICH IT DISCOVERED TO BE A MANIKIN. BY THE SAME ARTIFICE THE SECOND FIGURE WAS PROVED TO BE OF WOOD, BUT UPON STINGING THE THIRD, THERE WAS AN IMMEDIATE RESPONSE. BY STINGING EACH OF THE TWELVE ASSEMBLED PRINCES IN TURN THE INSECT THUS DISCOVERED EACH ONE'S NAME, FOR THE PRINCES CALLED EACH OTHER BY NAME IN DISCUSSING THE CAUSE OF THE MYSTERIOUS BITES. HAVING SECURED THE DESIRED INFORMATION IN THIS NOVEL MANNER, THE INSECT THEN FLEW BACK TO HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE, WHO THUS FORTIFIED, FEARLESSLY APPROACHED THE THRESHOLD OF XIBALBA AND PRESENTED THEMSELVES TO THE TWELVE ASSEMBLED PRINCES. WHEN TOLD TO ADORE THE KING, HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE LAUGHED, FOR THEY KNEW THAT THE FIGURE POINTED OUT TO THEM WAS THE LIFELESS MANIKIN. THE YOUNG ADVENTURERS THEREUPON ADDRESSED THE TWELVE PRINCES BY NAME THUS: "HAIL, HUN-CAME; HAIL, VUKUB-CAME; HAIL, XIQUIRIPAT; HAIL, CUCHUMAQUIQ; HAIL, AHALPUH; HAIL, AHALCANA; HAIL, CHAMIABAK; HAIL, CHAMIAHOLONA; HAIL, QUIQXIC; HAIL, PATAN; HAIL, QUIQRE; HAIL, QUIQRIXQAQ." WHEN INVITED BY THE XIBALBIANS TO SEAT THEMSELVES UPON A GREAT STONE BENCH, HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE DECLINED TO DO SO, DECLARING THAT THEY WELL KNEW THE STONE TO BE HEATED SO THAT THEY WOULD HE BURNED TO DEATH IF THEY SAT UPON IT. THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA THEN ORDERED HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE TO REST FOR THE NIGHT IN THE HOUSE OF SHADOWS. THIS COMPLETED THE FIRST DEGREE OF THE XIBALBIAN MYSTERIES. THE SECOND TRIAL WAS GIVEN IN THE HOUSE OF SHADOWS, WHERE TO EACH OF THE CANDIDATES WAS BROUGHT A PINE TORCH AND A CIGAR, WITH THE INJUNCTION THAT BOTH MUST BE KEPT ALIGHT THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE NIGHT AND YET EACH MUST BE RETURNED THE NEXT MORNING UNCONSUMED. KNOWING THAT DEATH WAS THE ALTERNATIVE TO FAILURE IN THE TEST, THE YOUNG MEN BURNT ARAS-FEATHERS IN PLACE OF THE PINE SPLINTERS (WHICH THEY CLOSELY RESEMBLE) AND ALSO PUT FIREFLIES ON THE TIPS OF THE CIGARS. SEEING THE LIGHTS, THOSE WHO WATCHED FELT CERTAIN THAT HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE HAD FALLEN INTO THE TRAP, BUT WHEN MORNING CAME THE TORCHES AND CIGARS WERE RETURNED TO THE GUARDS UNCONSUMED AND STILL BURNING. IN AMAZEMENT AND AWE, THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA GAZED UPON THE UNCONSUMED SPLINTERS AND CIGARS, FOR NEVER BEFORE HAD THESE BEEN RETURNED INTACT. THE THIRD ORDEAL TOOK PLACE PRESUMABLY IN A CAVERN CALLED THE HOUSE OF SPEARS. HERE HOUR AFTER HOUR THE YOUTHS WERE FORCED TO DEFEND THEMSELVES AGAINST THE STRONGEST AND MOST SKILLFUL WARRIORS ARMED WITH SPEARS. HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE PACIFIED THE SPEARMEN, WHO THEREUPON CEASED ATTACKING THEM. THEY THEN TURNED THEIR ATTENTION TO THE SECOND AND MOST DIFFICULT PART OF THE TEST: THE PRODUCTION OF FOUR VASES OF THE RAREST FLOWERS BUT WHICH THEY WERE NOT PERMITTED TO LEAVE THE TEMPLE TO GATHER. UNABLE TO PASS THE GUARDS, THE TWO YOUNG MEN SECURED THE ASSISTANCE OF THE ANTS. THESE TINY CREATURES, CRAWLING INTO THE GARDENS OF THE TEMPLE, BROUGHT BACK THE BLOSSOMS SO THAT BY MORNING THE VASES WERE FILLED. WHEN HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE PRESENTED THE FLOWERS TO THE TWELVE PRINCES, THE LATTER, IN AMAZEMENT, RECOGNIZED THE BLOSSOMS AS HAVING BEEN FILCHED FROM THEIR OWN PRIVATE GARDENS. IN CONSTERNATION, THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA THEN COUNSELED TOGETHER HOW THEY COULD DESTROY THE INTREPID NEOPHYTES AND FORTHWITH PREPARED FOR THEM THE NEXT ORDEAL. FOR THEIR FOURTH TEST, THE TWO BROTHERS WERE MADE TO ENTER THE HOUSE OF COLD, WHERE THEY REMAINED FOR AN ENTIRE NIGHT. THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA CONSIDERED THE CHILL OF THE ICY CAVERN TO BE UNBEARABLE AND IT IS DESCRIBED AS "THE ABODE OF THE FROZEN WINDS OF THE NORTH." HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE, HOWEVER, PROTECTED THEMSELVES FROM THE DEADENING INFLUENCE OF THE FROZEN AIR BY BUILDING FIRES OF PINE CONES, WHOSE WARMTH CAUSED THE SPIRIT OF COLD TO LEAVE THE CAVERN SO THAT THE YOUTHS WERE NOT DEAD BUT FULL OF LIFE WHEN DAY DAWNED. EVEN GREATER THAN BEFORE WAS THE AMAZEMENT OF THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA WHEN HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE AGAIN ENTERED THE HALL OF ASSEMBLY IN THE CUSTODY OF THEIR GUARDIANS. THE FIFTH ORDEAL WAS ALSO OF A NOCTURNAL NATURE. HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE WERE USHERED INTO A GREAT CHAMBER WHICH WAS IMMEDIATELY FILLED WITH FEROCIOUS TIGERS. HERE THEY WERE FORCED TO REMAIN THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT. THE YOUNG MEN TOSSED BONES TO THE TIGERS, WHICH THEY GROUND TO PIECES WITH THEIR STRONG JAWS. GAZING INTO THE HOUSE OF THE TIGERS, THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA BEHELD THE ANIMALS CHEWING THE BONES AND SAID ONE TO THE OTHER: "THEY HAVE AT LAST LEARNED (TO KNOW THE POWER OF XIBALBA), AND THEY HAVE GIVEN THEMSELVES UP TO THE BEASTS. " BUT WHEN AT DAWN HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE EMERGED FROM THE HOUSE OF THE TIGERS UNHARMED, THE XIBALBIANS---
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MIDEWIWIN RECORD ON BIRCH BARK.
THE BIRCH-BARK ROLL IS ONE OF THE MOST SACRED POSSESSIONS OF AN INITIATE OF THE MIDEWIWIN, OR GRAND MEDICINE SOCIETY, OF THE OJIBWAS. CONCERNING THESE ROLLS, COLONEL CARRICK MALLERY WRITES: "TO PERSONS ACQUAINTED WITH SECRET SOCIETIES, A GOOD COMPARISON FOR THE MIDEWIWIN CHARTS WOULD BE WHAT IS CALLED A TRESTLE-BOARD OF A MASONIC ORDER, WHICH IS PRINTED AND PUBLISHED AND PUBLICLY EXPOSED WITHOUT EXHIBITING ANY SECRETS OF THE ORDER; YET IT IS NET ONLY SIGNIFICANT, BUT USEFUL TO THE ESOTERIC IN ASSISTANCE TO THEIR MEMORY AS TO THE DETAILS OF CEREMONY." A MOST COMPLETE AND TRUSTWORTHY ACCOUNT OF THE MIDEWIWIN IS THAT GIVEN BY W. J. HOFFMAN IN THE SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF ETHNOLOGY. HE WRITES: THE MIDEWIWIN--SOCIETY OF THE MIDE OR SHAMAN--CONSISTS OF AN INDEFINITE NUMBER OF MIDE OF BOTH SEXES. THE SOCIETY IS GRADED INTO FOUR SEPARATE AND DISTINCT DEGREES, ALTHOUGH THERE IS A GENERAL IMPRESSION PREVAILING EVEN AMONG CERTAIN MEMBERS THAT ANY DEGREE BEYOND THE FIRST IS PRACTICALLY A MERE REPETITION. THE GREATER POWER ATTAINED BY ONE IN MAKING ADVANCEMENT DEPENDS UPON THE FACT OF HIS HAVING SUBMITTED TO 'BEING SHOT AT WITH THE MEDICINE SACKS' IN THE HANDS OF THE OFFICIATING PRIESTS. IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN CUSTOMARY FOR THE MIDE PRIESTS TO PRESERVE BIRCH-BARK RECORDS, BEARING DELICATE INCISED LINES TO REPRESENT PICTORIALLY THE GROUND PLAN OF THE NUMBER OF DEGREES TO WHICH THE OWNER IS ENTITLED. SUCH RECORDS OR CHARTS ARE SACRED AND ARE NEVER EXPOSED TO THE PUBLIC VIEW." THE TWO RECTANGULAR DIAGRAMS REPRESENT TWO DEGREES OF THE MIDE LODGE AND THE STRAIGHT LINE THROUGH THE CENTER THE SPIRITUAL PATH, OR "STRAIGHT AND NARROW WAY," RUNNING THROUGH THE DEGREES. THE LINES RUNNING TANGENT TO THE CENTRAL PATH SIGNIFY TEMPTATIONS, AND THE FACES AT THE TERMINI OF THE LINES ARE MANIDOS, OR POWERFUL SPIRITS. WRITING OF THE MIDEWIWIN, SCHOOLCRAFT, THE GREAT AUTHORITY ON THE AMERICAN INDIAN, SAYS: "IN THE SOCIETY OF THE MIDEWIWIN THE OBJECT IS TO TEACH THE HIGHER DOCTRINES OF SPIRITUAL EXISTENCE, ITS NATURE AND MODE OF EXISTENCE, AND THE INFLUENCE IT EXERCISES AMONG MEN. IT IS AN ASSOCIATION OF MEN WHO PROFESS THE HIGHEST KNOWLEDGE KNOWN TO THE TRIBES." ACCORDING TO LEGEND, MANABOZHO, THE GREAT RABBIT, WHO WAS A SERVANT OF DZHE MANIDO, THE GOOD SPIRIT, GAZING DOWN UPON THE PROGENITORS OF THE OJIBWAS AND PERCEIVING THEM TO BE WITHOUT SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE, INSTRUCTED AN OTTER IN THE MYSTERIES OF MIDEWIWIN. MANABOZHO BUILT A MIDEWIGAN AND INITIATED THE OTTER, SHOOTING THE SACRED MIGIS (A SMALL SHELL, THE SACRED SYMBOL OF THE MIDE) INTO THE BODY OF THE OTTER. HE THEN CONFERRED IMMORTALITY UPON THE ANIMAL, AND ENTRUSTED TO IT THE SECRETS OF THE GRAND MEDICINE SOCIETY. THE CEREMONY OF INITIATION IS PRECEDED BY SWEAT BATHS AND CONSISTS CHIEFLY OF OVERCOMING THE INFLUENCES OF EVIL MANIDOS. THE INITIATE IS ALSO INSTRUCTED IN THE ART OF HEALING AND (JUDGING FROM PLATE III OF MR. HOFFMAN'S ARTICLE) A KNOWLEDGE OF DIRECTIONALIZING THE FORCES MOVING THROUGH THE VITAL CENTERS OF THE HUMAN BODY. THOUGH THE CROSS IS AN IMPORTANT SYMBOL IN THE MIDEWIWIN RITES, IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT THE MIDE PRIESTS STEADFASTLY REFUSED TO GIVE UP THEIR RELIGION AND BE CONVERTED TO CHRISTIANITY CRIED: "OF WHAT RACE ARE THOSE?" FOR THEY COULD NOT UNDERSTAND HOW ANY MAN COULD ESCAPE THE TIGERS' FURY. THEN THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA PREPARED FOR THE TWO BROTHERS A NEW ORDEAL. THE SIXTH TEST CONSISTED OF REMAINING FROM SUNSET TO SUNRISE IN THE HOUSE OF FIRE. HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE ENTERED A LARGE APARTMENT ARRANGED LIKE A FURNACE. ON EVERY SIDE THE FLAMES AROSE AND THE AIR WAS STIFLING; SO GREAT WAS THE HEAT THAT THOSE WHO ENTERED THIS CHAMBER COULD SURVIVE ONLY A FEW MOMENTS. BUT AT SUNRISE WHEN THE DOORS OF THE FURNACE WERE OPENED, HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE CAME FORTH UNSCORCHED BY THE FURY OF THE FLAMES. THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA, PERCEIVING HOW THE TWO INTREPID YOUTHS HAD SURVIVED EVERY ORDEAL PREPARED FOR THEIR DESTRUCTION, WERE FILLED WITH FEAR LEST ALL THE SECRETS OF XIBALBA SHOULD FALL INTO THE HANDS OF HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE. SO, THEY PREPARED THE LAST ORDEAL, AN ORDEAL YET MORE TERRIBLE THAN ANY WHICH HAD GONE BEFORE, CERTAIN THAT THE YOUTHS COULD NOT WITHSTAND THIS CRUCIAL TEST. THE SEVENTH ORDEAL TOOK PLACE IN THE HOUSE OF THE BATS. HERE IN A DARK SUBTERRANEAN LABYRINTH LURKED MANY STRANGE AND ODIOUS CREATURES OF DESTRUCTION. HUGE BARS FLUTTERED DISMALLY THROUGH THE CORRIDORS AND HUNG WITH FOLDED WINGS FROM THE CARVINGS ON THE WALLS AND CEILINGS. HERE ALSO DWELT CAMAZOTZ, THE GOD OF BATS, A HIDEOUS MONSTER WITH THE BODY OF A MAN AND THE WINGS AND HEAD OF A BAT. CAMAZOTZ CARRIED A GREAT SWORD AND, SOARING THROUGH THE GLOOM, DECAPITATED WITH A SINGLE SWEEP OF HIS BLADE ANY UNWARY WANDERERS SEEKING TO FIND THEIR WAY THROUGH THE TERROR-FILLED CHAMBERS. XBALANQUE PASSED SUCCESSFULLY THROUGH THIS HORRIFYING TEST, BUT HUNAHPU, CAUGHT OFF HIS GUARD, WAS BEHEADED BY CAMAZOTZ. LATER, HUNAHPU WAS RESTORED TO LIFE BY MAGIC, AND THE TWO BROTHERS, HAVING THUS FOILED EVERY ATTEMPT AGAINST THEIR LIVES BY THE XIBALBIANS, IN ORDER TO BETTER AVENGE THE MURDER OF HUNHUN-AHPU AND VUKUB-HUNHUN-AHPU, PERMITTED THEMSELVES TO BE BURNED UPON A FUNERAL PYRE. THEIR POWDERED BONES WERE THEN CAST INTO A RIVER AND IMMEDIATELY BECAME TWO GREAT MAN-FISHES. LATER TAKING UPON THEMSELVES THE FORMS OF AGED WANDERERS, THEY DANCED FOR THE XIBALBIANS AND WROUGHT STRANGE MIRACLES. THUS, ONE WOULD CUT THE OTHER TO PIECES AND WITH A SINGLE WORD RESURRECT HIM, OR THEY WOULD BURN HOUSES BY MAGIC AND THEN INSTANTLY REBUILD THEM. THE FAME OF THE TWO DANCERS--WHO WERE IN REALITY HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE--FINALLY CAME TO THE NOTICE OF THE TWELVE PRINCES OF XIBALBA, WHO THEREUPON DESIRED THESE TWO MIRACLE-WORKERS TO PERFORM THEIR STRANGE FEARS BEFORE THEM. AFTER HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE HAD SLAIN THE DOG OF THE PRINCES AND RESTORED IT TO LIFE, HAD BURNED THE ROYAL PALACE AND INSTANTLY REBUILT IT, AND GIVEN OTHER DEMONSTRATIONS OF THEIR MAGICAL POWERS, THE MONARCH OF THE XIBALBIANS ASKED THE MAGICIANS TO DESTROY HIM AND RESTORE HIM ALSO TO LIFE. SO HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE SLEW THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA BUT DID NOT RETURN THEM TO LIFE, THEREBY AVENGING THE MURDER OF HUNHUN-AHPU AND VUKUB-HUNHUN-AHPU. THESE HEROES LATER ASCENDED TO HEAVEN, WHERE THEY BECAME THE CELESTIAL LIGHTS.
KEYS TO THE MYSTERIES OF XIBALBA
"DO NOT THESE INITIATIONS," WRITES LE PLONGEON, "VIVIDLY RECALL TO MIND WHAT HENOCH SAID HE SAW IN HIS VISIONS? THAT BLAZING HOUSE OF CRYSTAL, BURNING HOT AND ICY COLD--THAT PLACE WHERE WERE THE BOW OF FIRE, THE QUIVER OF ARROWS, THE SWORD OF FIRE--THAT OTHER WHERE HE HAD TO CROSS THE BABBLING STREAM, AND THE RIVER OF FIRE-AND THOSE EXTREMITIES OF THE EARTH FULL OF ALL KINDS OF HUGE BEASTS AND BIRDS--OR THE HABITATION WHERE APPEARED ONE OF GREAT GLORY SITTING UPON THE ORB OF THE SUN--AND, LASTLY, DOES NOT THE TAMARIND TREE IN THE MIDST OF THE EARTH, THAT HE WAS COLD WAS THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, FIND ITS SIMILE IN THE CALABASH TREE, IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROAD WHERE THOSE OF XIBALBA PLACED THE HEAD OF HUNHUN AHPU, AFTER SACRIFICING HIM FOR HAVING FAILED TO SUPPORT THE FIRST TRIAL OF THE INITIATION? THESE WERE THE AWFUL ORDEALS THAT THE CANDIDATES FOR INITIATION INTO THE SACRED MYSTERIES HAD TO PASS THROUGH IN XIBALBA. DO THEY NOT SEEM AN EXACT COUNTERPART OF WHAT HAPPENED IN A MILDER FORM AT THE INITIATION INTO THE ELEUSINIAN MYSTERIES? AND ALSO THE GREATER MYSTERIES OF EGYPT, FROM WHICH THESE WERE COPIED? DOES NOT THE RECITAL OF WHAT THE CANDIDATES TO THE MYSTERIES IN XIBALBA WERE REQUIRED TO KNOW, BEFORE BEING ADMITTED, RECALL TO MIND THE WONDERFUL SIMILAR FEATS SAID TO BE PERFORMED BY THE MAHATMAS, THE BROTHERS IN INDIA, AND OF SEVERAL OF THE PASSAGES OF THE BOOK OF DANIEL, WHO HAD BEEN INITIATED TO THE MYSTERIES OF THE CHALDEANS OR MAGI WHICH, ACCORDING TO EUBULUS, WERE DIVIDED INTO THREE CLASSES OR GENERA, THE HIGHEST BEING THE MOST LEARNED?" (SACRED MYSTERIES AMONG THE MAYAS AND THE QUICHES.) IN HIS INTRODUCTORY NOTES TO THE POPOL VUH, DR. GUTHRIE PRESENTS A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT PARALLELISMS BETWEEN THIS SACRED BOOK OF THE QUICHÉS AND THE SACRED WRITINGS OF OTHER GREAT CIVILIZATIONS. IN THE TESTS THROUGH WHICH HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE ARE FORCED TO PASS HE FINDS THE FOLLOWING ANALOGY WITH THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC AS EMPLOYED IN THE MYSTERIES OF THE EGYPTIANS, CHALDEANS, AND GREEKS: "ARIES, CROSSING THE RIVER OF MUD. TAURUS, CROSSING THE RIVER OF BLOOD. GEMINI, DETECTING THE TWO DUMMY KINGS. CANCER, THE HOUSE OF DARKNESS. LEO, THE HOUSE OF SPEARS. VIRGO, THE HOUSE OF COLD (THE USUAL TRIP TO HELL). LIBRA, THE HOUSE OF TIGERS (FELINE POISE). SCORPIO, THE HOUSE OF FIRE. SAGITTARIUS, THE HOUSE OF BATS, WHERE THE GOD CAMAZOTZ DECAPITATES ONE OF THE HEROES. CAPRICORN, THE BURNING ON THE SCAFFOLD (THE DUAL PHŒNIX). AQUARIUS, THEIR ASHES BEING SCATTERED IN A RIVER. PISCES, THEIR ASHES TURNING INTO MAN-FISHES, AND LATER BACK INTO HUMAN FORM." IT WOULD SEEM MORE APPROPRIATE TO ASSIGN THE RIVER OF BLOOD TO ARIES AND THAT OF MUD TO TAURUS, AND IT IS NOT AT ALL IMPROBABLE THAT IN THE ANCIENT FORM OF THE LEGEND THE ORDER OF THE RIVERS WAS REVERSED. DR. GUTHRIE'S MOST ASTONISHING CONCLUSION IS HIS EFFORT TO IDENTIFY XIBALBA WITH THE ANCIENT CONTINENT OF ATLANTIS. HE SEES IN THE TWELVE PRINCES OF XIBALBA THE RULERS OF THE ATLANTEAN EMPIRE, AND IN THE DESTRUCTION OF THESE PRINCES BY THE MAGIC OF HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE AN ALLEGORICAL DEPICTION OF THE TRAGIC END OF ATLANTIS. TO THE INITIATED, HOWEVER, IT IS EVIDENT THAT ATLANTIS IS SIMPLY A SYMBOLIC FIGURE IN WHICH IS SET FORTH THE MYSTERY OF ORIGINS. CONCERNED PRIMARILY WITH THE PROBLEMS OF MYSTICAL ANATOMY, MR. PRYSE RELATES THE VARIOUS SYMBOLS DESCRIBED IN THE POPOL VUH TO THE OCCULT CENTERS OF CONSCIOUSNESS IN THE HUMAN BODY. ACCORDINGLY, HE SEES IN THE ELASTIC BALL THE PINEAL GLAND AND IN HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE THE DUAL ELECTRIC CURRENT DIRECTED ALONG THE SPINAL COLUMN. UNFORTUNATELY, MR. PRYSE DID NOT TRANSLATE THAT PORTION OF THE POPOL VUH DEALING DIRECTLY WITH THE INITIATORY CEREMONIAL. XIBALBA, HE CONSIDERS TO BE THE SHADOWY OR ETHERIC SPHERE WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE MYSTERY TEACHINGS, WAS LOCATED WITHIN THE BODY OF THE PLANET ITSELF. THE FOURTH BOOK OF THE POPOL VUH CONCLUDES WITH AN ACCOUNT OF THE ERECTION OF A MAJESTIC TEMPLE, ALL WHITE, WHERE WAS PRESERVED A SECRET BLACK DIVINING STONE, CUBICAL IN SHAPE. GUCUMATZ (OR QUETZALCOATL) PARTAKES OF MANY OF THE ATTRIBUTES OF KING SOLOMON: THE ACCOUNT OF THE TEMPLE BUILDING IN THE POPOL VUH IS A REMINDER OF THE STORY OF SOLOMON'S TEMPLE, AND UNDOUBTEDLY HAS A SIMILAR SIGNIFICANCE. BRASSEUR DE BOURBOURG WAS FIRST ATTRACTED TO THE STUDY OF RELIGIOUS PARALLELISMS IN THE POPOL VUH BY THE FACT THAT THE TEMPLE TOGETHER WITH THE BLACK STONE WHICH IT CONTAINED, WAS NAMED THE CAABAHA, A NAME ASTONISHINGLY SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE TEMPLE, OR CAABA, WHICH CONTAINS THE SACRED BLACK STONE OF ISLAM. THE EXPLOITS OF HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE TAKE PLACE BEFORE THE ACTUAL CREATION OF THE HUMAN RACE AND THEREFORE ARE TO BE CONSIDERED ESSENTIALLY AS SPIRITUAL MYSTERIES. XIBALBA DOUBTLESS SIGNIFIES THE INFERIOR UNIVERSE OF CHALDEAN AND PYTHAGOREAN PHILOSOPHY; THE PRINCES OF XIBALBA ARE THE TWELVE GOVERNORS OF THE LOWER UNIVERSE; AND THE TWO DUMMIES OR MANIKINS IN THEIR MIDST MAY BE INTERPRETED AS THE TWO FALSE SIGNS OF THE ANCIENT ZODIAC INSERTED IN THE HEAVENS TO MAKE THE ASTRONOMICAL MYSTERIES INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO THE PROFANE. THE DESCENT OF HUNAHPU AND XBALANQUE INTO THE SUBTERRANEAN KINGDOM OF XIBALBA BY CROSSING OVER THE RIVERS ON BRIDGES MADE FROM THEIR BLOWGUNS HAS A SUBTLE ANALOGY TO THE DESCENT OF THE SPIRITUAL NATURE OF MAN INTO THE PHYSICAL BODY THROUGH CERTAIN SUPER-PHYSICAL CHANNELS THAT MAY BE LIKENED TO THE BLOWGUNS OR TUBES. THE SABARCAN IS ALSO AN APPROPRIATE EMBLEM OF THE SPINAL CORD AND THE POWER RESIDENT WITHIN ITS TINY CENTRAL OPENING. THE TWO YOUTHS ARE INVITED TO PLAY THE "GAME OF LIFE" WITH THE GODS OF DEATH, AND ONLY WITH THE AID OF SUPERNATURAL POWER IMPARTED TO THEM BY THE "SAGES" CAN THEY TRIUMPH OVER THESE GLOOMY LORDS. THE TESTS REPRESENT THE SOUL WANDERING THROUGH THE SUB-ZODIACAL REALMS OF THE CREATED UNIVERSE; THEIR FINAL VICTORY OVER THE LORDS OF DEATH REPRESENTS THE ASCENSION OF THE SPIRITUAL AND ILLUMINED CONSCIOUSNESS FROM THE TOWER NATURE WHICH HAS BEEN WHOLLY CONSUMED BY THE FIRE OF SPIRITUAL PURIFICATION. THAT THE QUICHÉS POSSESSED THE KEYS TO THE MYSTERY OF REGENERATION IS EVIDENT FROM AN ANALYSIS OF THE SYMBOLS APPEARING UPON THE IMAGES OF THEIR PRIESTS AND GODS. IN VOL. II OF THE ANALES DEL MUSEO NACIONAL DE MÉXICO IS REPRODUCED THE HEAD OF AN IMAGE GENERALLY CONSIDERED TO REPRESENT QUETZALCOATL. THE SCULPTURING IS DISTINCTLY ORIENTAL IN CHARACTER AND ON THE CROWN OF THE HEAD APPEAR BOTH THE THOUSAND-PETALED SUNBURST OF SPIRITUAL ILLUMINATION AND THE SERPENT OF THE LIBERATED SPINAL FIRE. THE HINDU CHAKRA IS UNMISTAKABLE AND IT FREQUENTLY APPEARS IN THE RELIGIOUS ART OF THE THREE AMERICAS. ONE OF THE CARVED MONOLITHS OF CENTRAL AMERICA IS ADORNED WITH THE HEADS OF TWO ELEPHANTS WITH THEIR DRIVERS. NO SUCH ANIMALS HAVE EXISTED IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE SINCE PREHISTORIC TIMES AND IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE CARVINGS ARE THE RESULT OF CONTACT WITH THE DISTANT CONTINENT OF ASIA. AMONG THE MYSTERIES OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN INDIANS IS A REMARKABLE DOCTRINE CONCERNING THE CONSECRATED MANTLES OR, AS THEY WERE CALLED IN EUROPE, MAGIC CAPES. BECAUSE THEIR GLORY WAS FATAL TO MORTAL VISION, THE GODS, WHEN APPEARING TO THE INITIATED PRIESTS, ROBED THEMSELVES IN THESE MANTLES, ALLEGORY AND FABLE LIKEWISE ARE THE MANTLES WITH WHICH THE SECRET DOCTRINE IS EVER ENVELOPED. SUCH A MAGIC CAPE OF CONCEALMENT IS THE POPOL VUH, AND DEEP WITHIN ITS FOLDS SITS THE GOD OF QUICHÉ PHILOSOPHY. THE MASSIVE PYRAMIDS, TEMPLES, AND MONOLITHS OF CENTRAL AMERICA MAY BE LIKENED ALSO TO THE FEET OF GODS, WHOSE UPPER PARTS ARE ENSHROUDED IN MAGIC MANTLES OF INVISIBILITY. 
THE MYSTERIES AND THEIR EMISSARIES
DID THAT DIVINE KNOWLEDGE WHICH CONSTITUTED THE SUPREME POSSESSION OF THE PAGAN PRIEST-CRAFTS SURVIVE THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR TEMPLES? IS IT YET ACCESSIBLE TO MANKIND, OR DOES IT LIE BURIED BENEATH THE RUBBISH OF AGES, ENTOMBED WITHIN THE VERY SANCTUARIES THAT WERE ONCE ILLUMINATED BY ITS SPLENDOR? "IN EGYPT," WRITES ORIGEN, "THE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE A SUBLIME AND SECRET KNOWLEDGE RESPECTING THE [SEXLESS] NATURE OF GOD. WHAT DID JULIAN IMPLY WHEN HE SPOKE OF THE SECRET INITIATIONS INTO THE SACRED MYSTERIES OF THE SEVEN-RAYED GOD WHO LIFTED SOULS TO SALVATION THROUGH HIS OWN NATURE? WHO WERE THE BLESSED THEURGISTS WHO UNDERSTOOD THEM PROFUNDITIES CONCERNING WHICH JULIAN DARED NOT SPEAK? IF THIS INNER DOCTRINE WERE ALWAYS CONCEALED FROM THE MASSES, FOR WHOM A SIMPLER CODE HAD BEEN DEVISED, IS IT NOT HIGHLY PROBABLE THAT THE EXPONENTS OF EVERY ASPECT OF MODERN CIVILIZATION--PHILOSOPHIC, ETHICAL, RELIGIOUS, AND SCIENTIFIC-ARE IGNORANT OF THE TRUE MEANING OF THE VERY THEORIES AND TENETS ON WHICH THEIR BELIEFS ARE FOUNDED? DO THE ARTS AND SCIENCES THAT THE RACE HAS INHERITED FROM OLDER NATIONS CONCEAL BENEATH THEIR FAIR EXTERIOR A MYSTERY SO GREAT THAT ONLY THE MOST ILLUMINED INTELLECT CAN GRASP ITS IMPORT? SUCH IS UNDOUBTEDLY THE CASE. ALBERT PIKE, WHO HAS GATHERED AMPLE EVIDENCE OF THE EXCELLENCE OF THE DOCTRINES PROMULGATED BY THE MYSTERIES, SUPPORTS HIS ASSERTIONS BY QUOTING FROM THE WRITINGS OF CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, PLATO, EPICTETUS, PROCLUS, ARISTOPHANES, AND CICERO, ALL OF WHOM UNITE IN LAUDING THE HIGH IDEALS OF THESE INSTITUTIONS. FROM THE UNQUALIFIED TESTIMONY OF SUCH REPUTABLE AUTHORITIES NO REASONABLE DOUBT CAN EXIST THAT THE INITIATES OF GREECE, EGYPT, AND OTHER ANCIENT COUNTRIES POSSESSED THE CORRECT SOLUTION TO THOSE GREAT CULTURAL, INTELLECTUAL, MORAL, AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS WHICH IN AN UNSOLVED STATE CONFRONT THE HUMANITY OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. THE READER MUST NOT INTERPRET THIS STATEMENT TO MEAN THAT ANTIQUITY HAD FORESEEN AND ANALYZED EVERY COMPLEXITY OF THIS GENERATION, BUT RATHER THAT THE MYSTERIES HAD EVOLVED A METHOD WHEREBY THE MIND WAS SO TRAINED IN THE FUNDAMENTAL VERITIES OF LIFE THAT IT WAS ABLE TO COPE INTELLIGENTLY WITH ANY EMERGENCY WHICH MIGHT ARISE. THUS, THE REASONING FACULTIES WERE ORGANIZED BY A SIMPLE PROCESS OF MENTAL CULTURE, FOR IT WAS ASSERTED THAT WHERE REASON REIGNS SUPREME, INCONSISTENCY CANNOT EXIST. WISDOM, IT WAS MAINTAINED, LIFTS MAN TO THE CONDITION OF GODHOOD, A FACT WHICH EXPLAINS THE ENIGMATICAL STATEMENT THAT THE MYSTERIES TRANSFORMED "ROARING BEASTS INTO DIVINITIES." THE PREEMINENCE OF ANY PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEM CAN BE DETERMINED ONLY BY THE EXCELLENCE OF ITS PRODUCTS. THE MYSTERIES HAVE DEMONSTRATED THE SUPERIORITY OF THEIR CULTURE BY GIVING TO THE WORLD MINDS OF SUCH OVERWHELMING GREATNESS, SOULS OF SUCH BEATIFIC VISION, AND LIVES OF SUCH OUTSTANDING IMPECCABILITY THAT EVEN AFTER THE LAPSE OF AGES THE TEACHINGS OF THESE INDIVIDUALS CONSTITUTE THE PRESENT SPIRITUAL, INTELLECTUAL, AND ETHICAL STANDARDS OF THE RACE. THE INITIATES OF THE VARIOUS MYSTERY SCHOOLS OF PAST AGES FORM A VERITABLE GOLDEN CHAIN OF SUPERMEN AND SUPERWOMEN CONNECTING HEAVEN AND EARTH. THEY ARE THE LINKS OF THAT HOMERIC "GOLDEN CHAIN" WITH WHICH ZEUS BOASTED HE COULD BIND THE SEVERAL PARTS OF THE UNIVERSE TO THE PINNACLE OF OLYMPUS. THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ISIS ARE INDEED AN ILLUSTRIOUS LINE--FOUNDERS OF SCIENCES AND PHILOSOPHIES, PATRONS OF ARTS AND CRAFTS, SUPPORTING BY THE TRANSCENDENCY OF THEIR DIVINELY GIVEN POWER THE STRUCTURES OF WORLD RELIGIONS ERECTED TO DO THEM HOMAGE. FOUNDERS OF DOCTRINES WHICH HAVE MOLDED THE LIVES OF UNCOUNTED GENERATIONS, THESE INITIATE-TEACHERS BEAR WITNESS TO THAT SPIRITUAL CULTURE WHICH HAS ALWAYS EXISTED--AND ALWAYS WILL EXIST--AS A DIVINE INSTITUTION IN THE WORLD OF MEN. THOSE WHO REPRESENT AN IDEAL BEYOND THE COMPREHENSION OF THE MASSES MUST FACE THE PERSECUTION OF THE UNTHINKING MULTITUDE WHO ARE WITHOUT THAT DIVINE IDEALISM WHICH INSPIRES PROGRESS AND THOSE RATIONAL FACULTIES WHICH UNERRINGLY SIFT TRUTH FROM FALSEHOOD. THE LOT OF THE INITIATE-TEACHER IS THEREFORE ALMOST INVARIABLY AN UNHAPPY ONE. PYTHAGORAS, CRUCIFIED AND HIS UNIVERSITY BURNED; HYPATIA, TORN FROM HER CHARIOT AND RENDED LIMB FROM LIMB; JACQUES DE MOLAY, WHOSE MEMORY SURVIVES THE CONSUMING FLAME; SAVONAROLA, BURNED IN THE SQUARE OF FLORENCE; GALILEO, FORCED TO RECANT UPON BENDED KNEE; GIORDANO BRUNO, BURNED BY THE INQUISITION; ROGER BACON, COMPELLED TO CARRY ON HIS EXPERIMENTS IN THE SECRECY OF HIS CELL AND LEAVE HIS KNOWLEDGE HIDDEN UNDER CIPHER; DANTE ALIGHIERI, DYING IN EXILE FROM HIS BELOVED CITY; FRANCIS BACON, PATIENT. UNDER THE BURDEN OF PERSECUTION; CAGLIOSTRO, THE MOST VILIFIED MAN OF MODERN TIMES--ALL THIS ILLUSTRIOUS LINE BEAR UNENDING WITNESS OF MAN'S INHUMANITY TO MAN. THE WORLD HAS EVER BEEN PRONE TO HEAP PLAUDITS UPON ITS FOOLS AND CALUMNY UPON ITS THINKERS. HERE AND THERE NOTABLE EXCEPTIONS OCCUR, AS IN THE CASE OF THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN, A PHILOSOPHER WHO SURVIVED HIS INQUISITORS AND THROUGH THE SHEER TRANSCENDENCY OF HIS GENIUS WON A POSITION OF COMPARATIVE IMMUNITY. BUT EVEN THE ILLUSTRIOUS COMTE--WHOSE ILLUMINED INTELLECT MERITED THE HOMAGE OF THE WORLD--COULD NOT ESCAPE BEING BRANDED AN IMPOSTOR, A CHARLATAN, AND AN ADVENTURER. FROM THIS LONG FIST OF IMMORTAL MEN AND WOMEN WHO HAVE REPRESENTED THE ANCIENT WISDOM BEFORE THE WORLD, THREE HAVE BEEN CHOSEN AS OUTSTANDING EXAMPLES FOR MORE DETAILED CONSIDERATION: THE FIRST THE MOST EMINENT WOMAN PHILOSOPHER OF ALL AGES; THE SECOND THE MOST MALIGNED AND PERSECUTED MAN SINCE THE BEGINNING OF CHRISTIAN ERA; THE THIRD THE MOST BRILLIANT AND THE MOST SUCCESSFUL MODERN EXPONENT OF THIS ANCIENT WISDOM.
HYPATIA
SITTING IN THE CHAIR OF PHILOSOPHY PREVIOUSLY OCCUPIED BY HER FATHER, THEON THE MATHEMATICIAN, THE IMMORTAL HYPATIA WAS FOR MANY YEARS THE CENTRAL FIGURE IN THE ALEXANDRIAN SCHOOL OF NEO-PLATONISM. FAMED ALIKE FOR THE DEPTH OF HER LEARNING AND THE CHARM OF HER PERSON, BELOVED BY THE CITIZENS OF ALEXANDRIA, AND FREQUENTLY CONSULTED BY THE MAGISTRATES OF THAT CITY, THIS NOBLE WOMAN STANDS OUT FROM THE---
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THE TABLE OF CEBES.
THERE IS LEGEND TO THE EFFECT THAT THE TABLET OF CEBES, A DIALOGUE BETWEEN CEBES AND GERUNDIO, WAS BASED UPON AN ANCIENT TABLE SET UP IN THE TEMPLE OF KRONOS AT ATHENS OR THEBES WHICH DEPICTED THE ENTIRE PROGRESS OF HUMAN LIFE. THE AUTHOR OF THE TABLET OF CEBES WAS A DISCIPLE OF SOCRATES, AND LIVED ABOUT 390 B.C. THE WORLD IS REPRESENTED AS A GREAT MOUNTAIN. OUT OF THE EARTH AT THE BASE OF IT COME HE MYRIADS OF HUMAN CREATURES WHO CLIMB UPWARD IN SEARCH OF TRUTH AND IMMORTALITY. ABOVE THE CLOUDS WHICH CONCEAL THE SUMMIT OF THE MOUNTAIN IS THE GOAL OF HUMAN ATTAINMENT--TRUE HAPPINESS. THE FIGURES AND GROUPS ARE ARRANGED AS FOLLOWS: (1) THE DOOR OF THE WALL OF LIFE; (2) THE GENIUS OR INTELLIGENCE; (3) DECEIT (4) OPINIONS, DESIRES, AND PLEASURES; (5) FORTUNE; (6) THE STRONG; (7) VENERY, INSATIABILITY, FLATTERY; (8) SORROW; (9) SADNESS; (10) MISERY; (11) GRIEF, (12) RAGE OR DESPAIR; (13) THE HOUSE OF MISFORTUNE; (14) PENITENCE; (15) TRUE OPINION; (16) FALSE OPINION; (17) FALSE DOCTRINE; (18) POETS, ORATORS, GEOMETERS, ET. AL.; (19) INCONTINENCE, SEXUAL INDULGENCE, AND OPINION; (20) THE ROAD OF THE TRUE DOCTRINE (21) CONTINENCE AND PATIENCE; (22) THE TRUE DOCTRINE; (23) TRUTH AND PERSUASION; (24) SCIENCE AND THE VIRTUES; (25) HAPPINESS, (26) THE HIGHEST (FIRST) PLEASURE OF THE WISE MAN; (27) THE LAZY AND THE STRAYS, PAGES OF HISTORY AS THE GREATEST OF THE PAGAN MARTYRS. A PERSONAL DISCIPLE OF THE MAGICIAN PLUTARCH, AND VERSED IN THE PROFUNDITIES OF THE PLATONIC SCHOOL, HYPATIA ECLIPSED IN ARGUMENT AND PUBLIC ESTEEM EVERY PROPONENT OF THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES IN NORTHERN EGYPT. WHILE HER WRITINGS PERISHED AT THE TIME OF THE BURNING OF THE LIBRARY OF ALEXANDRIA BY THE MOHAMMEDANS, SOME HINT OF THEIR NATURE MAY BE GLEANED FROM THE STATEMENTS OF CONTEMPORANEOUS AUTHORS. HYPATIA EVIDENTLY WROTE A COMMENTARY ON THE ARITHMETIC OF DIOPHANTUS, ANOTHER ON THE ASTRONOMICAL CANON OF PTOLEMY, AND A THIRD ON THE CONICS OF APOLLONIUS OF PERGA. SYNESIUS, BISHOP OF PTOLEMAIS, HER DEVOTED FRIEND, WROTE TO HYPATIA FOR ASSISTANCE IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN ASTROLABE AND A HYDROSCOPE. RECOGNIZING THE TRANSCENDENCY OF HER INTELLECT, THE LEARNED OF MANY NATIONS FLOCKED TO THE ACADEMY WHERE SHE LECTURED. A NUMBER OF WRITERS HAVE CREDITED THE TEACHINGS OF HYPATIA WITH BEING CHRISTIAN IN SPIRIT; IN FACT, SHE REMOVED THE VEIL OF MYSTERY IN WHICH THE NEW CULT HAD ENSHROUDED ITSELF, DISCOURSING WITH SUCH CLARITY UPON ITS MOST INVOLVED PRINCIPLES THAT MANY NEWLY CONVERTED TO THE CHRISTIAN FAITH DESERTED IT TO BECOME HER DISCIPLES. HYPATIA NOT ONLY PROVED CONCLUSIVELY THE PAGAN ORIGIN OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH BUT ALSO EXPOSED THE PURPORTED MIRACLES THEN ADVANCED BY THE CHRISTIANS AS TOKENS OF DIVINE PREFERENCE BY DEMONSTRATING THE NATURAL LAWS CONTROLLING THE PHENOMENA. AT THIS TIME CYRIL--LATER TO BE RENOWNED AS THE FOUNDER OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHRISTIAN TRINITY AND CANONIZED FOR HIS ZEAL--WAS BISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA. SEEING IN HYPATIA A CONTINUAL MENACE TO THE PROMULGATION OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, CYRIL--INDIRECTLY AT LEAST--WAS THE CAUSE OF HER TRAGIC END. DESPITE EVERY LATER EFFORT TO EXONERATE HIM FROM THE STIGMA OF HER MURDER, THE INCONTROVERTIBLE FACT REMAINS THAT HE MADE NO EFFORT TO AVERT THE FOUL AND BRUTAL CRIME. THE ONLY SHRED OF EXCUSE WHICH MIGHT BE OFFERED IN HIS DEFENSE IS THAT, BLINDED BY THE SPELL OF FANATICISM, CYRIL CONSIDERED HYPATIA TO BE A SORCERESS IN LEAGUE WITH THE DEVIL. IN CONTRAST TO THE OTHERWISE GENERAL EXCELLENCE OF THE LITERARY WORKS OF CHARLES KINGSLEY MAYBE NOTED HIS PUERILE DELINEATION OF CHARACTER OF HYPATIA IN HIS BOOK BY THAT NAME. WITHOUT EXCEPTION, THE MEAGER HISTORICAL REFERENCES TO THIS VIRGIN PHILOSOPHER ATTEST HER VIRTUE, INTEGRITY, AND ABSOLUTE DEVOTION TO THE PRINCIPLES OF TRUTH AND RIGHT. WHILE IT IS TRUE THAT THE BEST MINDS OF THE CHRISTIANITY OF THAT PERIOD MAY READILY BE ABSOLVED FROM THE CHARGE OF PARTICIPES CRIMINIS, THE IMPLACABLE HATRED OF CYRIL UNQUESTIONABLY COMMUNICATED ITSELF TO THE MORE FANATICAL MEMBERS OF HIS FAITH, PARTICULARLY TO A GROUP OF MONKS FROM THE NITRIAN DESERT. LED BY PETER THE READER, A SAVAGE AND ILLITERATE MAN, THEY ATTACKED HYPATIA ON THE OPEN STREET AS SHE WAS PASSING FROM THE ACADEMY TO HER HOME. DRAGGING THE DEFENSELESS WOMAN FROM HER CHARIOT, THEY TOOK HER TO THE CÆSAREAN CHURCH. TEARING AWAY HER GARMENTS, THEY POUNDED HER TO DEATH WITH CLUBS, AFTER WHICH THEY SCRAPED THE FLESH FROM HER BONES WITH OYSTER SHELLS AND CARRIED THE MUTILATED REMAINS TO A PLACE CALLED CINDRON, WHERE THEY BURNED THEM TO ASHES. THUS, PERISHED IN A.D. 415 THE GREATEST WOMAN INITIATE, OF THE ANCIENT WORLD, AND WITH HER FELL ALSO THE NEO-PLATONIC SCHOOL OF ALEXANDRIA. THE MEMORY OF HYPATIA HAS PROBABLY BEEN PERPETUATED IN THE HAGIOLATRY OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH IN THE PERSON OF ST. CATHERINE OF ALEXANDRIA.
THE COMTE DI CAGLIOSTRO
THE "DIVINE" CAGLIOSTRO, ONE MOMENT THE IDOL OF PARIS, THE NEXT A LONELY PRISONER IN A DUNGEON OF THE INQUISITION, PASSED LIKE A METEOR ACROSS THE FACE OF FRANCE. ACCORDING TO HIS MEMOIRS WRITTEN BY HIM DURING HIS CONFINEMENT IN THE BASTILLE, ALESSANDRO CAGLIOSTRO WAS BORN IN MALTA OF A NOBLE BUT UNKNOWN FAMILY. HE WAS REARED AND EDUCATED IN ARABIA UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF ALTOTAS, A MAN WELL VERSED IN SEVERAL BRANCHES OF PHILOSOPHY AND SCIENCE AND ALSO A MASTER OF THE TRANSCENDENTAL ARTS. WHILE CAGLIOSTRO'S BIOGRAPHERS GENERALLY RIDICULE THIS ACCOUNT, THEY UTTERLY FAIL TO ADVANCE IN ITS STEAD ANY LOGICAL SOLUTION FOR THE SOURCE OF HIS MAGNIFICENT STORE OF ARCANE KNOWLEDGE. BRANDED AS AN IMPOSTOR AND A CHARLATAN, HIS MIRACLES DECLARED TO BE LEGERDEMAIN, AND HIS VERY GENEROSITY SUSPECTED OF AN ULTERIOR MOTIVE, THE COMTE DI CAGLIOSTRO IS UNDOUBTEDLY THE MOST CALUMNIATED MAN IN MODEM HISTORY. "THE MISTRUST," WRITES W. H. K. TROWBRIDGE, "THAT MYSTERY AND MAGIC ALWAYS INSPIRE MADE CAGLIOSTRO WITH HIS FANTASTIC PERSONALITY AN EASY TARGET FOR CALUMNY. AFTER HAVING BEEN RIDDLED WITH ABUSE TILL HE WAS UNRECOGNIZABLE, PREJUDICE, THE FOSTER CHILD OF CALUMNY, PROCEEDED TO LYNCH HIM, SO TO SPEAK. FOR OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS HIS CHARACTER HAS DANGLED ON THE GIBBET OF INFAMY, UPON WHICH THE SBIRRI OF TRADITION HAVE INSCRIBED A CURSE ON ANY ONE WHO SHALL ATTEMPT TO CUT HIM DOWN. HIS FATE HAS BEEN HIS FAME. HE IS REMEMBERED IN HISTORY, NOT SO MUCH FOR ANYTHING HE DID, AS FOR WHAT WAS DONE TO HIM." (CAGLIOSTRO, THE SPLENDOR AND MISERY OF A MASTER OF MAGIC.) ACCORDING TO POPULAR BELIEF CAGLIOSTRO'S REAL NAME WAS GIUSEPPE BALSAMO, AND HE WAS A SICILIAN BY BIRTH. WITHIN RECENT YEARS, HOWEVER, DOUBTS HAVE ARISEN AS TO WHETHER THIS BELIEF IS IN ACCORD WITH THE FACTS. IT MAY YET BE PROVED THAT IN PART, AT LEAST, THE TIRADES OF ABUSE HEAPED UPON THE UNFORTUNATE COMTE HAVE BEEN DIRECTED AGAINST THE WRONG MAN. GIUSEPPE BALSAMO WAS BORN IN 1743 OF HONEST BUT HUMBLE PARENTAGE. FROM BOYHOOD HE EXHIBITED SELFISH, WORTHLESS, AND EVEN CRIMINAL TENDENCIES, AND AFTER A SERIES OF ESCAPADES DISAPPEARED. TROWBRIDGE (LOC. CIT.) PRESENTS AMPLE PROOF THAT CAGLIOSTRO WAS NOT GIUSEPPE BALSAMO, THUS DISPOSING OF THE WORST ACCUSATION AGAINST HIM. AFTER SIX MONTHS' IMPRISONMENT IN THE BASTILLE, ON HIS TRIAL CAGLIOSTRO WAS EXONERATED FROM ANY IMPLICATION IN THE THEFT OF THE FAMOUS "QUEEN'S NECKLACE," AND LATER THE FACT WAS ESTABLISHED THAT HE HAD ACTUALLY WARNED CARDINAL DE ROHAN OF THE INTENDED CRIME. DESPITE THE FACT, HOWEVER, THAT HE WAS DISCHARGED AS INNOCENT BY THE FRENCH TRIAL COURT, A DELIBERATE EFFORT TO VILIFY CAGLIOSTRO WAS MADE BY AN ARTIST--MORE TALENTED THAN INTELLIGENT--WHO PAINTED A PICTURE SHOWING HIM HOLDING THE FATAL NECKLACE IN HIS HAND. THE TRIAL OF CAGLIOSTRO HAS BEEN CALLED THE PROLOGUE OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. THE SMOLDERING ANIMOSITY AGAINST MARIE ANTOINETTE AND LOUIS XVI ENGENDERED BY THIS TRIAL LATER BURST FORTH AS THE HOLOCAUST OF THE REIGN OF TERROR. IN HIS BROCHURE, CAGLIOSTRO AND HIS EGYPTIAN RITE OF FREEMASONRY, HENRY R. EVANS ALSO ABLY DEFENDS THIS MUCH PERSECUTED MAN AGAINST THE INFAMIES SO UNJUSTLY LINKED WITH HIS NAME. SINCERE INVESTIGATORS OF THE FACTS SURROUNDING THE LIFE AND MYSTERIOUS "DEATH" OF CAGLIOSTRO ARE OF THE OPINION THAT THE STORIES CIRCULATED AGAINST HIM MAY BE TRACED TO THE MACHINATIONS OF THE INQUISITION, WHICH IN THIS MANNER SOUGHT TO JUSTIFY HIS PERSECUTION. THE BASIC CHARGE AGAINST CAGLIOSTRO WAS THAT HE HAD ATTEMPTED TO FOUND A MASONIC LODGE IN ROME--NOTHING MORE. ALL OTHER ACCUSATIONS ARE OF SUBSEQUENT DATE. FOR SOME REASON UNDISCLOSED, THE POPE COMMUTED CAGLIOSTRO'S SENTENCE OF DEATH TO PERPETUAL IMPRISONMENT. THIS ACT IN ITSELF SHOWED THE REGARD IN WHICH CAGLIOSTRO WAS HELD EVEN BY HIS ENEMIES. WHILE HIS DEATH IS BELIEVED TO HAVE OCCURRED SEVERAL YEARS LATER IN AN INQUISITIONAL DUNGEON IN THE CASTLE OF SAN LEO, IT IS HIGHLY IMPROBABLE THAT SUCH WAS THE CASE. THERE ARE RUMORS THAT HE ESCAPED, AND ACCORDING TO ONE VERY SIGNIFICANT STORY CAGLIOSTRO FLED TO INDIA, WHERE HIS TALENTS RECEIVED THE APPRECIATION DENIED THEM IN POLITICS-RIDDEN EUROPE. AFTER CREATING HIS EGYPTIAN RITE, CAGLIOSTRO DECLARED THAT SINCE WOMEN HAD BEEN ADMITTED INTO THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES THERE WAS NO REASON WHY THEY SHOULD BE EXCLUDED FROM THE MODEM ORDERS. THE PRINCESSE DE LAMBALLE GRACIOUSLY ACCEPTED THE DIGNITY OF MISTRESS OF HONOR IN HIS SECRET SOCIETY, AND ON THE EVENING OF HER INITIATION THE MOST IMPORTANT MEMBERS OF THE FRENCH COURT WERE PRESENT. THE BRILLIANCE OF THE AFFAIR ATTRACTED THE ATTENTION OF THE MASONIC LODGES IN PARIS. THEIR REPRESENTATIVES, IN A SINCERE DESIRE TO UNDERSTAND THE MASONIC MYSTERIES, CHOSE THE LEARNED ORIENTALIST COURT DE GÉBELIN AS THEIR SPOKESMAN, AND INVITED COMTE DI CAGLIOSTRO TO ATTEND A CONFERENCE TO ASSIST IN CLEARING UP A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT QUESTIONS CONCERNING MASONIC PHILOSOPHY. THE COMTE ACCEPTED THE INVITATION. ON MAY 10, 1785, CAGLIOSTRO ATTENDED THE CONFERENCE CALLED FOR THAT PURPOSE, AND HIS POWER AND SIMPLICITY IMMEDIATELY WON FOR HIM THE FAVORABLE OPINION OF THE ENTIRE GATHERING. IT TOOK BUT A FEW WORDS FOR THE COURT DE GÉBELIN TO DISCOVER THAT HE WAS TALKING NOR ONLY TO A FELLOW SCHOLAR BUT TO A MAN INFINITELY HIS SUPERIOR. CAGLIOSTRO IMMEDIATELY PRESENTED AN ADDRESS, WHICH WAS SO UNEXPECTED, SO TOTALLY DIFFERENT FROM ANYTHING EVER HEARD BEFORE BY THOSE ASSEMBLED, THAT ALL WERE SPEECHLESS WITH AMAZEMENT. CAGLIOSTRO DECLARED THE ROSE-CROSS TO BE THE ANCIENT AND TRUE SYMBOL OF THE MYSTERIES AND, AFTER A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF ITS ORIGINAL SYMBOLISM, BRANCHED OUT INTO A CONSIDERATION OF THE SYMBOLIC MEANING OF LETTERS, PREDICTING TO THE ASSEMBLY THE FUTURE OF FRANCE IN A GRAPHIC MANNER THAT LEFT NO ROOM FOR DOUBT THAT THE SPEAKER WAS A MAN OF INSIGHT AND SUPERNATURAL POWER. WITH A CURIOUS ARRANGEMENT OF THE LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET, CAGLIOSTRO FORETOLD IN DETAIL THE HORRORS OF THE COMING REVOLUTION AND THE FALL OF THE MONARCHY, DESCRIBING MINUTELY THE FATE OF THE VARIOUS MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL FAMILY. HE ALSO PROPHESIED THE ADVENT OF NAPOLEON AND THE RISE OF THE FIRST EMPIRE. ALL THIS HE DID TO DEMONSTRATE THAT WHICH CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED BY SUPERIOR KNOWLEDGE. LATER WHEN ARRESTED AND SENT TO THE BASTILLE, CAGLIOSTRO WROTE ON THE WALL OF HIS CELL THE FOLLOWING CRYPTIC MESSAGE WHICH, WHEN INTERPRETED, READS: "IN 1789 THE BESIEGED BASTILLE WILL ON JULY 14TH BE PULLED DOWN BY YOU FROM TOP TO BOTTOM." CAGLIOSTRO WAS THE MYSTERIOUS AGENT OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS THE ROSICRUCIAN INITIATE WHOSE MAGNIFICENT STORE OF LEARNING IS ATTESTED BY THE PROFUNDITY OF THE EGYPTIAN RITE OF FREEMASONRY. THUS, COMTE DI CAGLIOSTRO REMAINS ONE OF THE STRANGEST CHARACTERS IN HISTORY--BELIEVED BY HIS FRIENDS TO HAVE LIVED FOREVER AND TO HAVE TAKEN PART IN THE MARRIAGE FEAST OF CANA, AND ACCUSED BY HIS ENEMIES OF BEING THE DEVIL INCARNATE! HIS POWERS OF PROPHECY ARE ABLY DESCRIBED BY ALEXANDRE DUMAS IN THE QUEEN'S NECKLACE. THE WORLD HE SOUGHT TO SERVE IN HIS OWN STRANGE WAY RECEIVED HIM NOT, BUT HAS FOLLOWED WITH RELENTLESS PERSECUTION DOWN THROUGH THE CENTURIES EVEN THE VERY MEMORY OF THIS ILLUSTRIOUS ADEPT WHO, UNABLE TO ACCOMPLISH THE GREAT LABOR AT HAND, STEPPED ASIDE IN FAVOR OF HIS MORE SUCCESSFUL COMPATRIOT, THE COMTE DE ST-GERMAIN.
THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN
DURING THE EARLY PART OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY THERE APPEARED IN THE DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES OF EUROPE THE MOST BAFFLING PERSONALITY OF HISTORY--A MAN WHOSE LIFE WAS SO NEAR A SYNONYM OF MYSTERY THAT THE ENIGMA OF HIS TRUE IDENTITY WAS AS INSOLVABLE TO HIS CONTEMPORARIES AS IT HAS BEEN TO LATER INVESTIGATORS. THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN WAS RECOGNIZED AS THE OUTSTANDING SCHOLAR AND LINGUIST OF HIS DAY. HIS VERSATILE ACCOMPLISHMENTS EXTENDED FROM CHEMISTRY AND HISTORY TO POETRY AND MUSIC. HE PLAYED SEVERAL MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS WITH GREAT SKILL AND AMONG HIS NUMEROUS COMPOSITIONS WAS A SHORT OPERA. HE WAS ALSO AN ARTIST OF RARE ABILITY AND THE REMARKABLY LUMINOUS EFFECTS WHICH HE CREATED ON CANVAS ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN THE RESULT OF HIS MIXING POWDERED MOTHER-OF-PEARL WITH HIS PIGMENTS. HE GAINED WORLDWIDE DISTINCTION FOR HIS ABILITY TO REPRODUCE IN HIS PAINTINGS THE ORIGINAL LUSTER OF THE PRECIOUS STONES APPEARING UPON THE COSTUMES OF HIS SUBJECTS. HIS LINGUISTIC PROFICIENCY VERGED ON THE SUPERNATURAL. HE SPOKE GERMAN, ENGLISH, ITALIAN, PORTUGUESE, SPANISH, FRENCH WITH A PIEDMONTESE ACCENT, GREEK, LATIN, SANSKRIT, ARABIC, AND CHINESE WITH SUCH FLUENCY THAT IN EVERY LAND HE VISITED HE WAS ACCEPTED AS A NATIVE. HE WAS AMBIDEXTROUS TO SUCH A DEGREE THAT: HE COULD WRITE THE SAME ARTICLE WITH BOTH HANDS SIMULTANEOUSLY. WHEN THE TWO PIECES OF PAPER WERE AFTERWARDS PLACED TOGETHER WITH A LIGHT BEHIND THEM, THE WRITING ON ONE SHEET EXACTLY COVERED, LETTER FOR LETTER, THE WRITING ON THE OTHER. AS A HISTORIAN, THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN POSSESSED UNCANNY KNOWLEDGE OF EVERY OCCURRENCE OF THE PRECEDING TWO THOUSAND YEARS, AND IN HIS REMINISCENCES, HE DESCRIBED IN INTIMATE DETAIL EVENTS OF PREVIOUS CENTURIES IN WHICH HE HAD PLAYED IMPORTANT ROLES. HE ASSISTED MESMER IN DEVELOPING THE THEORY OF MESMERISM, AND IN ALL PROBABILITY WAS THE ACTUAL DISCOVERER OF THAT SCIENCE. HIS KNOWLEDGE OF CHEMISTRY WAS SO PROFOUND THAT HE COULD REMOVE FLAWS FROM DIAMONDS AND OTHER PRECIOUS STONES--A FEAT WHICH HE ACTUALLY PERFORMED AT THE REQUEST OF LOUIS XV IN 1757. HE WAS ALSO RECOGNIZED AS AN ART CRITIC WITHOUT A PEER AND WAS OFTEN CONSULTED REGARDING PAINTINGS ACCREDITED TO THE GREAT MASTERS. HIS CLAIM TO THE POSSESSION OF THE FABLED ELIXIR OF LIFE WAS HOME WITNESS TO BY MADAME DE POMPADOUR, WHO DISCOVERED, SHE DECLARED, THAT HE HAD PRESENTED A LADY OF THE COURT WITH A CERTAIN PRICELESS LIQUID WHICH HAD HAD THE EFFECT OF PRESERVING HER YOUTHFUL VIVACITY AND BEAUTY FOR OVER TWENTY-FIVE YEARS BEYOND THE NORMAL TERM. THE STARTLING ACCURACY OF HIS PROPHETIC UTTERANCES GAINED FOR HIM NO SMALL DEGREE OF FAME. TO MARIE ANTOINETTE HE PREDICTED THE FALL OF THE FRENCH MONARCHY, AND HE WAS ALSO AWARE OF THE UNHAPPY FATE OF THE ROYAL FAMILY YEARS BEFORE THE REVOLUTION ACTUALLY TOOK PLACE. THE CROWNING EVIDENCE, HOWEVER, OF THE COMTE'S GENIUS WAS HIS PENETRATING GRASP OF THE POLITICAL SITUATION OF EUROPE AND THE CONSUMMATE SKILL WITH WHICH HE PARRIED THE THRUSTS OF HIS DIPLOMATIC ADVERSARIES. HE WAS EMPLOYED BY A NUMBER OF EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS, INCLUDING THE FRENCH, AS A SECRET AGENT, AND AT ALL TIMES BORE CREDENTIALS WHICH GAVE HIM ENTRÉE TO THE MOST EXCLUSIVE CIRCLES. IN HER EXCELLENT MONOGRAPH, THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN, THE SECRET OF KINGS, MRS. COOPER-OAKLEY LISTS THE MOST IMPORTANT NAMES UNDER WHICH THIS AMAZING PERSON MASQUERADED BETWEEN THE YEARS 1710 AND 1822. "DURING THIS TIME," SHE WRITES, "WE HAVE M. DE ST.-GERMAIN AS THE MARQUIS DE MONTFERRAT, COMTE BELLAMARRE OR AYMAR AT VENICE, CHEVALIER SCHOENING AT PISA, CHEVALIER WELDON AT MILAN AND LEIPZIG, COMTE SOLTIKOFF AT GENOA AND LEGHORN, GRAF TZAROGY AT SCHWALBACH AND TRIESDORF, PRINZ RAGOCZY AT DRESDEN, AND COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN AT PARIS, THE HAGUE, LONDON, AND ST. PETERSBURG." IT IS EVIDENT THAT M. DE ST.-GERMAIN ADOPTED THESE VARIOUS NAMES IN THE INTERESTS OF THE POLITICAL SECRET SERVICE WORK WHICH HISTORIANS HAVE PRESUMED TO BE THE MAJOR MISSION OF HIS LIFE. THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS OF MEDIUM HEIGHT, WELL PROPORTIONED IN BODY, AND OF REGULAR AND PLEASING FEATURES. HIS COMPLEXION WAS SOMEWHAT SWARTHY AND HIS HAIR DARK, THOUGH OFTEN SHOWN POWDERED. HE DRESSED SIMPLY, USUALLY IN BLACK, BUT HIS CLOTHES WERE WELL FITTING AND OF THE BEST QUALITY. HE HAD APPARENTLY A MANIA FOR DIAMONDS, WHICH HE WORE NOT ONLY IN RINGS BUT ALSO IN HIS WATCH AND CHAIN, HIS SNUFF BOX, AND UPON HIS BUCKLES. A JEWELER ONCE ESTIMATED THE VALUE OF HIS SHOE BUCKLES AT 200,000 FRANCS. THE COMTE IS GENERALLY DEPICTED AS A MAN IN MIDDLE LIFE, ENTIRELY DEVOID OF WRINKLES AND FREE FROM ANY PHYSICAL INFIRMITY. HE ATE NO MEAT AND DRANK NO WINE, IN FACT SELDOM DINED IN THE PRESENCE OF ANY SECOND PERSON. ALTHOUGH HE WAS LOOKED UPON AS A CHARLATAN AND IMPOSTOR BY A FEW NOBLES AT THE FRENCH COURT, LOUIS XV SEVERELY REPRIMANDED A COURTIER WHO MADE A DISPARAGING REMARK CONCERNING HIM. THE GRACE AND DIGNITY THAT CHARACTERIZED HIS CONDUCT, TOGETHER WITH HIS PERFECT CONTROL OF EVERY SITUATION, ATTESTED THE INNATE REFINEMENT AND CULTURE OF ONE "TO THE MANNER BORN." THIS REMARKABLE PERSON ALSO HAD THE SURPRISING AND IMPRESSIVE ABILITY TO DIVINE, EVEN TO THE MOST MINUTE DETAILS, THE QUESTIONS OF HIS INQUISITORS BEFORE THEY WERE ASKED. BY SOMETHING AKIN TO TELEPATHY HE WAS ALSO ABLE TO FEEL WHEN HIS PRESENCE WAS NEEDED IN SOME DISTANT CITY OR STATE, AND IT HAS EVEN BEEN RECORDED OF HIM THAT HE HAD THE ASTONISHING HABIT NOT ONLY OF APPEARING IN HIS OWN APARTMENT AND IN THOSE OF FRIENDS WITHOUT RESORTING TO THE CONVENTIONALITY OF THE DOOR BUT ALSO OF DEPARTING THEREFROM IN A SIMILAR MANNER. M. DE ST.-GERMAIN'S TRAVELS COVERED MANY COUNTRIES. DURING THE REIGN OF PETER III, HE WAS IN RUSSIA AND BETWEEN THE YEARS 1737 AND 1742 IN THE COURT OF THE SHAH OF PERSIA AS AN HONORED GUEST. ON THE SUBJECT: OF HIS WANDERINGS UNA BIRCH WRITES: "THE TRAVELS OF THE COMTE DE SAINT-GERMAIN COVERED A LONG PERIOD OF YEARS AND A GREAT RANGE OF COUNTRIES. FROM PERSIA TO FRANCE AND FROM CALCUTTA TO ROME HE WAS KNOWN AND RESPECTED. HORACE WALPOLE SPOKE WITH HIM IN LONDON IN 1745; CLIVE KNEW HIM IN INDIA IN 1756; MADAME D'ADHÉMAR ALLEGES THAT SHE MET HIM IN PARIS IN 1789, FIVE YEARS AFTER HIS SUPPOSED DEATH; WHILE OTHER PERSONS PRETEND TO HAVE HELD CONVERSATIONS WITH HIM IN THE EARLY NINETEENTH CENTURY. HE WAS ON FAMILIAR AND INTIMATE TERMS WITH THE CROWNED HEADS OF EUROPE AND THE HONORED FRIEND OF MANY DISTINGUISHED PERSONS OF ALL NATIONALITIES. HE IS EVEN MENTIONED IN THE MEMOIRS AND LETTERS OF THE DAY, AND ALWAYS AS A MAN OF MYSTERY. FREDERICK THE GREAT, VOLTAIRE, MADAME DE POMPADOUR, ROUSSEAU, CHATHAM, AND WALPOLE, ALL OF WHOM KNEW HIM PERSONALLY, RIVALLED EACH OTHER IN CURIOSITY AS TO HIS ORIGIN. DURING THE MANY DECADES IN WHICH HE WAS BEFORE THE WORLD, HOWEVER, NO ONE SUCCEEDED IN DISCOVERING WHY HE APPEARED AS A JACOBITE AGENT IN LONDON, AS A CONSPIRATOR IN PETERSBURG, AS AN ALCHEMIST AND CONNOISSEUR OF PICTURES IN PARIS, OR AS A RUSSIAN GENERAL AT NAPLES. NOW AND AGAIN THE CURTAIN WHICH SHROUDS HIS ACTIONS IS DRAWN ASIDE, AND WE ARE PERMITTED TO SEE HIM FIDDLING IN THE MUSIC ROOM AT VERSAILLES, GOSSIPING WITH HORACE WALPOLE IN LONDON, SITTING IN FREDERICK THE GREAT'S LIBRARY AT BERLIN, OR CONDUCTING ILLUMINIST MEETINGS IN CAVERNS BY THE RHINE." (THE NINETEENTH CENTURY, JANUARY, 1908.) THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN HAS BEEN GENERALLY REGARDED AS AN IMPORTANT FIGURE IN EARLY ACTIVITIES OF THE FREEMASONS. REPEATED EFFORTS, HOWEVER, PROBABLY WITH AN ULTERIOR MOTIVE, HAVE BEEN MADE TO DISCREDIT HIS MASONIC AFFILIATIONS. AN EXAMPLE OF THIS IS THE ACCOUNT APPEARING IN THE SECRET TRADITION IN FREEMASONRY, BY ARTHUR EDWARD---
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THE ''DIVINE'' CAGLIOSTRO.
THE COMTE DI CAGLIOSTRO IS DESCRIBED AS A MAN NOT OVERLY TALL, BUT SQUARE SHOULDERED AND DEEP OF CHEST. HIS HEAD, WHICH WAS LARGE, WAS ABUNDANTLY COVERED WITH BLACK HAIR COMBED BACK FROM HIS BROAD AND NOBLE FOREHEAD. HIS EYES WERE BLACK AND VERY BRILLIANT, AND WHEN HE SPOKE WITH GREAT FEELING UPON SOME PROFOUND SUBJECT THE PUPILS DILATED, HIS EYEBROWS ROSE, AND HE SHOOK HIS HEAD LIKE A MANED LION. HIS HANDS AND FEET WERE SMALL--AN INDICATION OF NOBLE BIRTH--AND HIS WHOLE BEARING WAS ONE OF DIGNITY AND STUDIOUSNESS. HE WAS FILLED WITH ENERGY, AND COULD ACCOMPLISH A PRODIGIOUS AMOUNT OF WORK. HE DRESSED SOMEWHAT FANTASTICALLY, GAVE SO FREELY FROM AN INEXHAUSTIBLE PURSE THAT HE RECEIVED THE TITLE OF "FATHER OF THE POOR," ACCEPTED NOTHING FROM ANYONE, AND MAINTAINED HIMSELF IN MAGNIFICENCE IN A COMBINED TEMPLE AND PALACE IN THE RUE D, LA SOURDIÈRE. ACCORDING TO HIS OWN STATEMENT HE WAS INITIATED INTO THE MYSTERIES BY NONE OTHER THAN THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN. HE HAD TRAVELED THROUGH ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD, AND IN THE RUINS OF ANCIENT BABYLON AND NINEVEH HAD DISCOVERED WISE MEN WHO UNDERSTOOD ALL THE SECRETS OF HUMAN LIFE. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] WAITE. THIS AUTHOR, AFTER MAKING SEVERAL RATHER DISPARAGING REMARKS ON THE SUBJECT, AMPLIFIES HIS ARTICLE BY REPRODUCING AN ENGRAVING OF THE WRONG COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN, APPARENTLY BEING UNABLE TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE GREAT ILLUMINIST AND THE FRENCH GENERAL. IT WILL YET BE ESTABLISHED BEYOND ALL DOUBT THAT THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN WAS BOTH A MASON AND A TEMPLAR; IN FACT, THE MEMOIRS OF CAGLIOSTRO CONTAIN A DIRECT STATEMENT OF HIS INITIATION INTO THE ORDER OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AT THE HANDS OF ST.-GERMAIN. MANY OF THE ILLUSTRIOUS PERSONAGES WITH WHOM THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN ASSOCIATED WERE HIGH MASONS, AND SUFFICIENT MEMORANDA HAVE BEEN PRESERVED CONCERNING THE DISCUSSIONS WHICH THEY HELD TO PROVE THAT HE WAS A MASTER OF FREEMASONIC LORE. IT IS ALSO REASONABLY CERTAIN THAT HE WAS CONNECTED WITH THE ROSICRUCIAN’S--POSSIBLY HAVING BEEN THE ACTUAL HEAD OF THAT ORDER. THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN WAS THOROUGHLY CONVERSANT WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF ORIENTAL ESOTERICISM. HE PRACTICED THE EASTERN SYSTEM OF MEDITATION AND CONCENTRATION, UPON SEVERAL OCCASIONS HAVING BEEN SEEN SEATED WITH HIS FEET CROSSED AND HANDS FOLDED IN THE POSTURE OF A HINDU BUDDHA. HE HAD A RETREAT IN THE HEART OF THE HIMALAYAS TO WHICH HE RETIRED PERIODICALLY FROM THE WORLD. ON ONE OCCASION HE DECLARED THAT HE WOULD REMAIN IN INDIA FOR EIGHTY-FIVE YEARS AND THEN WOULD RETURN TO THE SCENE OF HIS EUROPEAN LABORS. AT VARIOUS TIMES HE ADMITTED THAT HE WAS OBEYING THE ORDERS OF A POWER HIGHER AND GREATER THAN HIMSELF. WHAT HE DID NOT SAY WAS THAT THIS SUPERIOR POWER WAS THE MYSTERY SCHOOL WHICH HAD SENT HIM INTO THE WORLD TO ACCOMPLISH A DEFINITE MISSION. THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN AND SIR FRANCIS BACON ARE THE TWO GREATEST EMISSARIES SENT INTO THE WORLD BY THE SECRET BROTHERHOOD IN THE LAST THOUSAND YEARS. E. FRANCIS UDNY, A THEOSOPHICAL WRITER, IS OF THE BELIEF THAT THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN WAS NOT THE SON OF PRINCE RÁKÓCZY OF TRANSYLVANIA, BUT BECAUSE OF HIS AGE COULD HAVE BEEN NONE OTHER THAN THE PRINCE HIMSELF, WHO WAS KNOWN TO BE OF A DEEP PHILOSOPHIC AND MYSTIC NATURE. THE SAME WRITER BELIEVES THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN PASSED THROUGH THE "PHILOSOPHIC DEATH" AS FRANCIS BACON IN 1626, AS FRANÇOIS RÁKÓCZY IN 1735, AND AS COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN IN 1784. HE ALSO FEELS THAT THE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN WAS THE FAMOUS COMTE DE GABALIS, AND AS COUNT HOMPESCH WAS THE LAST GRAND MASTER OF THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA. IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT MANY MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN SECRET SOCIETIES HAVE FEIGNED DEATH FOR VARIOUS PURPOSES. MARSHAL NEY, A MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY OF UNKNOWN PHILOSOPHERS, ESCAPED THE FIRING SQUAD AND UNDER THE NAME OF PETER STUART NEY LIVED AND TAUGHT SCHOOL FOR OVER THIRTY YEARS IN NORTH CAROLINA. ON HIS DEATHBED, P. S. NEY TOLD DOCTOR LOCKE, THE ATTENDING PHYSICIAN, THAT HE WAS MARSHAL NEY OF FRANCE. IN CONCLUDING AN ARTICLE ON THE IDENTITY OF THE INSCRUTABLE COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN, ANDREW LANG WRITES: "DID SAINT-GERMAIN REALLY DIE IN THE PALACE OF PRINCE CHARLES OF HESSE ABOUT 1780-85? DID HE, ON THE OTHER HAND, ESCAPE FROM THE FRENCH PRISON WHERE GROSLEY THOUGHT HE SAW HIM, DURING THE FRENCH REVOLUTION? WAS HE KNOWN TO LORD LYTTON ABOUT 1860? IS HE THE MYSTERIOUS MUSCOVITE ADVISER OF THE DALAI LAMA? WHO KNOWS? HE IS A WILL-O'-THE-WISP OF THE MEMOIR-WRITERS OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. " (SEE HISTORICAL MYSTERIES.)
EPISODES FROM AMERICAN HISTORY
MANY TIMES, THE QUESTION HAS BEEN ASKED, WAS FRANCIS BACON'S VISION OF THE "NEW ATLANTIS" A PROPHETIC DREAM OF THE GREAT CIVILIZATION WHICH WAS SO SOON TO RISE UPON THE SOIL OF THE NEW WORLD? IT CANNOT BE DOUBTED THAT THE SECRET SOCIETIES OF EUROPE CONSPIRED TO ESTABLISH UPON THE AMERICAN CONTINENT "A NEW NATION, CONCEIVED IN LIBERTY AND DEDICATED TO THE PROPOSITION THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL." TWO INCIDENTS IN THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES EVIDENCE THE INFLUENCE OF THAT SILENT BODY WHICH HAS SO LONG GUIDED THE DESTINIES OF PEOPLES AND RELIGIONS. BY THEM NATIONS ARE CREATED AS VEHICLES FOR THE PROMULGATION OF IDEALS, AND WHILE NATIONS ARE TRUE TO THESE IDEALS THEY SURVIVE; WHEN THEY VARY FROM THEM, THEY VANISH LIKE THE ATLANTIS OF OLD WHICH HAD CEASED TO "KNOW THE GODS." IN HIS ADMIRABLE LITTLE TREATISE, OUR FLAG, ROBERT ALLEN CAMPBELL REVIVES THE DETAILS OF AN OBSCURE, BUT MOST IMPORTANT, EPISODE OF AMERICAN HISTORY--THE DESIGNING OF THE COLONIAL FLAG OF 1775. THE ACCOUNT INVOLVES A MYSTERIOUS MAN CONCERNING WHOM NO INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE OTHER THAN THAT HE WAS ON FAMILIAR TERMS WITH BOTH GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON AND DR. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION OF HIM IS TAKEN FROM CAMPBELL'S TREATISE: "LITTLE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN KNOWN CONCERNING THIS OLD GENTLEMAN; AND IN THE MATERIALS FROM WHICH THIS ACCOUNT IS COMPILED HIS NAME IS NOT EVEN ONCE MENTIONED, FOR HE IS UNIFORMLY SPOKEN OF OR REFERRED TO AS 'THE PROFESSOR.' HE WAS EVIDENTLY FAR BEYOND HIS THREESCORE AND TEN YEARS; AND HE OFTEN REFERRED TO HISTORICAL EVENTS OF MORE THAN A CENTURY PREVIOUS JUST AS IF HE HAD BEEN A LIVING WITNESS OF THEIR OCCURRENCE; STILL HE WAS ERECT, VIGOROUS AND ACTIVE--HALE, HEARTY, AND CLEAR-MINDED--AS STRONG AND ENERGETIC EVERY WAY AS IN THE PRIME OF HIS LIFE HE WAS TALL, OF FINE FIGURE, PERFECTLY EASY, AND VERY DIGNIFIED IN HIS MANNERS; BEING AT ONCE COURTEOUS, GRACIOUS AND COMMANDING. HE WAS, FOR THOSE TIMES AND CONSIDERING THE CUSTOMS OF THE COLONISTS, VERY PECULIAR IN HIS METHOD OF LIVING; FOR HE ATE NO FLESH, FOWL OR FISH; HE NEVER USED FOR FOOD ANY 'GREEN THING,' ANY ROOTS OR ANYTHING UNRIPE; HE DRANK NO LIQUOR, WINE OR ALE; BUT CONFINED HIS DIET TO CEREALS AND THEIR PRODUCTS, FRUITS THAT WERE RIPENED ON THE STEM IN THE SUN, NUTS, MILD TEA AND THE SWEETS OF HONEY, SUGAR OR MOLASSES. "HE WAS WELL EDUCATED, HIGHLY CULTIVATED, OF EXTENSIVE AS WELL AS VARIED INFORMATION, AND VERY STUDIOUS. HE SPENT CONSIDERABLE OF HIS TIME IN THE PATIENT AND PERSISTENT CONNING OF A NUMBER OF VERY RARE OLD BOOKS AND ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS WHICH HE SEEMED TO BE DECIPHERING, TRANSLATING OR REWRITING. THESE BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS, TOGETHER WITH HIS OWN WRITINGS, HE NEVER SHOWED TO ANYONE; AND HE DID NOT EVEN MENTION THEM IN HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH THE FAMILY, EXCEPT IN THE MOST CASUAL WAY; AND HE ALWAYS LOCKED THEM UP CAREFULLY IN A LARGE, OLD-FASHIONED, CUBICALLY SHAPED, IRON-BOUND, HEAVY, OAKEN CHEST, WHENEVER HE LEFT HIS ROOM, EVEN FOR HIS MEALS. HE TOOK LONG AND FREQUENT WALKS ALONE, SAT ON THE BROWS OF THE NEIGHBORING HILLS, OR MUSED IN THE MIDST OF THE GREEN AND FLOWER-GEMMED MEADOWS. HE WAS FAIRLY LIBERAL--BUT IN NO WAY LAVISH--IN SPENDING HIS MONEY, WITH WHICH HE WAS WELL SUPPLIED. HE WAS A QUIET, THOUGH A VERY GENIAL AND VERY INTERESTING, MEMBER OF THE FAMILY; AND BE WAS SEEMINGLY AT HOME UPON ANY AND EVERY TOPIC COMING UP IN CONVERSATION. HE WAS, IN SHORT, ONE WHOM EVERYONE WOULD NOTICE AND RESPECT, WHOM FEW WOULD FEEL WELL ACQUAINTED WITH, AND WHOM NO ONE WOULD PRESUME TO QUESTION CONCERNING HIMSELF--AS TO WHENCE HE CAME, WHY HE TARRIED, OR WHITHER HE JOURNEYED." BY SOMETHING MORE THAN A MERE COINCIDENCE THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE COLONIAL CONGRESS TO DESIGN A FLAG ACCEPTED AN INVITATION TO BE GUESTS, WHILE IN CAMBRIDGE, OF THE SAME FAMILY WITH WHICH THE PROFESSOR WAS STAYING. IT WAS HERE THAT GENERAL WASHINGTON JOINED THEM FOR THE PURPOSE OF DECIDING UPON A FITTING EMBLEM. BY THE SIGNS WHICH PASSED BETWEEN THEM IT WAS EVIDENT THAT BOTH GENERAL WASHINGTON AND DOCTOR FRANKLIN RECOGNIZED THE PROFESSOR, AND BY UNANIMOUS APPROVAL HE WAS INVITED TO BECOME AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE. DURING THE PROCEEDINGS WHICH FOLLOWED, THE PROFESSOR WAS TREATED WITH THE MOST PROFOUND RESPECT AND ALL OF HIS SUGGESTIONS IMMEDIATELY ACTED UPON. HE SUBMITTED A PATTERN WHICH HE CONSIDERED SYMBOLICALLY APPROPRIATE FOR THE NEW FLAG, AND THIS WAS UNHESITATINGLY ACCEPTED BY THE OTHER SIX MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE, WHO VOTED THAT THE ARRANGEMENT SUGGESTED BY THE PROFESSOR BE FORTHWITH ADOPTED. AFTER THE EPISODE OF THE FLAG THE PROFESSOR QUIETLY VANISHED, AND NOTHING FURTHER IS KNOWN CONCERNING HIM. DID GENERAL WASHINGTON AND DOCTOR FRANKLIN RECOGNIZE THE PROFESSOR AS AN EMISSARY OF THE MYSTERY SCHOOL WHICH HAS SO LONG CONTROLLED THE POLITICAL DESTINIES OF THIS PLANET? BENJAMIN FRANKLIN WAS A PHILOSOPHER AND A FREEMASON--POSSIBLY A ROSICRUCIAN INITIATE. HE AND THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE--ALSO A MAN OF MYSTERY--CONSTITUTE TWO OF THE MOST IMPORTANT LINKS IN THE CHAIN OF CIRCUMSTANCE THAT CULMINATED IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ORIGINAL THIRTEEN AMERICAN COLONIES AS A FREE AND INDEPENDENT NATION. DOCTOR FRANKLIN'S PHILOSOPHIC ATTAINMENTS ARE WELL ATTESTED IN POOR RICHARD'S ALMANAC, PUBLISHED BY HIM FOR MANY YEARS UNDER THE NAME OF RICHARD SAUNDERS. HIS INTEREST IN THE CAUSE OF FREEMASONRY IS ALSO SHOWN BY HIS REPUBLICATION OF ANDERSON'S CONSTITUTIONS OF FREEMASONRY, A RARE AND MUCH DISPUTED WORK ON THE SUBJECT. IT WAS DURING THE EVENING OF JULY 4, 1776, THAT THE SECOND OF THESE MYSTERIOUS EPISODES OCCURRED. IN THE OLD STATE HOUSE IN PHILADELPHIA A GROUP OF MEN WERE GATHERED FOR THE MOMENTOUS TASK OF SEVERING THE LAST TIE BETWEEN THE OLD COUNTRY AND THE NEW. IT WAS A GRAVE MOMENT AND NOT A FEW OF THOSE PRESENT FEARED THAT THEIR LIVES WOULD BE THE FORFEIT FOR THEIR AUDACITY. IN THE MIDST OF THE DEBATE A FIERCE VOICE RANG OUT. THE DEBATERS STOPPED AND TURNED TO LOOK UPON THE STRANGER. WHO WAS THIS MAN WHO HAD SUDDENLY APPEARED IN THEIR MIDST AND TRANSFIXED THEM WITH HIS ORATORY? THEY HAD NEVER SEEN HIM BEFORE, NONE KNEW WHEN HE HAD ENTERED, BUT HIS TALL FORM AND PALE FACE FILLED THEM WITH AWE. HIS VOICE RINGING WITH A HOLY ZEAL, THE STRANGER STIRRED THEM TO THEIR VERY SOULS. HIS CLOSING WORDS RANG THROUGH THE BUILDING: "GOD HAS GIVEN AMERICA TO BE FREE!" AS THE STRANGER SANK INTO A CHAIR EXHAUSTED, A WILD ENTHUSIASM BURST FORTH. NAME AFTER NAME WAS PLACED UPON THE PARCHMENT: THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE WAS SIGNED. BUT WHERE WAS THE MAN WHO HAD PRECIPITATED THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THIS IMMORTAL TASK--WHO HAD LIFTED FOR A MOMENT THE VEIL FROM THE EYES OF THE ASSEMBLAGE AND REVEALED TO THEM A PART AT LEAST OF THE GREAT PURPOSE FOR WHICH THE NEW NATION WAS CONCEIVED? HE HAD DISAPPEARED, NOR WAS HE EVER SEEN AGAIN OR HIS IDENTITY ESTABLISHED. THIS EPISODE PARALLELS OTHERS OF A SIMILAR KIND RECORDED BY ANCIENT HISTORIANS, ATTENDANT UPON THE FOUNDING OF EVERY NEW NATION. ARE THEY COINCIDENCES, OR DO THEY DEMONSTRATE THAT THE DIVINE WISDOM OF THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES STILL IS PRESENT IN THE WORLD, SERVING MANKIND AS IT DID OF OLD? …
THE RELIGION OF THE ANCIENT CELTS
CHAPTER I.
TO SUMMON A DEAD RELIGION FROM ITS FORGOTTEN GRAVE AND TO MAKE IT TELL ITS STORY, WOULD REQUIRE AN ENCHANTER'S WAND. OTHER OLD FAITHS, OF EGYPT, BABYLON, GREECE, ROME, ARE KNOWN TO US. BUT IN THEIR CASE LITURGIES, MYTHS, THEOGONIES, THEOLOGIES, AND THE ACCESSORIES OF CULT, REMAIN TO YIELD THEIR REPORT OF THE OUTWARD FORM OF HUMAN BELIEF AND ASPIRATION. HOW SCANTY, ON THE OTHER HAND, ARE THE RECORDS OF CELTIC RELIGION! THE BYGONE FAITH OF A PEOPLE WHO HAVE INSPIRED THE WORLD WITH NOBLE DREAMS MUST BE CONSTRUCTED PAINFULLY, AND OFTEN IN FEAR AND TREMBLING, OUT OF FRAGMENTARY AND, IN MANY CASES, TRANSFORMED REMAINS. WE HAVE THE SURFACE OBSERVATIONS OF CLASSICAL OBSERVERS, DEDICATIONS IN THE ROMANO-CELTIC AREA TO GODS MOSTLY ASSIMILATED TO THE GODS OF THE CONQUERORS, FIGURED MONUMENTS MAINLY OF THE SAME PERIOD, COINS, SYMBOLS, PLACE AND PERSONAL NAMES. FOR THE IRISH CELTS THERE IS A MASS OF WRITTEN MATERIAL FOUND MAINLY IN ELEVENTH AND TWELFTH CENTURY MSS. MUCH OF THIS, IN SPITE OF ALTERATION AND EXCISION, IS BASED ON DIVINE AND HEROIC MYTHS, AND IT ALSO CONTAINS OCCASIONAL NOTICES OF RITUAL. FROM WALES COME DOCUMENTS LIKE THE MABINOGION, AND STRANGE POEMS THE PERSONAGES OF WHICH ARE ANCIENT GODS TRANSFORMED, BUT WHICH TELL NOTHING OF RITE OR CULT. VALUABLE HINTS ARE FURNISHED BY EARLY ECCLESIASTICAL DOCUMENTS, BUT MORE IMPORTANT IS EXISTING FOLK-CUSTOM, WHICH PRESERVES SO MUCH OF THE OLD CULT, THOUGH IT HAS LOST ITS MEANING TO THOSE WHO NOW USE IT. FOLK-TALES MAY ALSO BE INQUIRED OF, IF WE DISCRIMINATE BETWEEN WHAT IN THEM IS CELTIC AND WHAT IS UNIVERSAL. LASTLY, CELTIC BURIAL-MOUNDS AND OTHER REMAINS YIELD THEIR TESTIMONY TO ANCIENT BELIEF AND CUSTOM. FROM THESE SOURCES WE TRY TO REBUILD CELTIC PAGANISM AND TO GUESS AT ITS INNER SPIRIT, THOUGH WE ARE WORKING IN THE TWILIGHT ON A HEAP OF FRAGMENTS. NO CELT HAS LEFT US A RECORD OF HIS FAITH AND PRACTICE, AND THE UNWRITTEN POEMS OF THE DRUIDS DIED WITH THEM. YET FROM THESE FRAGMENTS WE SEE THE CELT AS THE SEEKER AFTER GOD, LINKING HIMSELF BY STRONG TIES TO THE UNSEEN, AND EAGER TO CONQUER THE UNKNOWN BY RELIGIOUS RITE OR MAGIC ART. FOR THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT HAVE NEVER APPEALED IN VAIN TO THE CELTIC SOUL, AND LONG-AGO CLASSICAL OBSERVERS WERE STRUCK WITH THE RELIGIOSITY OF THE CELTS. THEY NEITHER FORGOT NOR TRANSGRESSED THE LAW OF THE GODS, AND THEY THOUGHT THAT NO GOOD BEFELL MEN APART FROM THEIR WILL. THE SUBMISSION OF THE CELTS TO THE DRUIDS SHOWS HOW THEY WELCOMED AUTHORITY IN MATTERS OF RELIGION, AND ALL CELTIC REGIONS HAVE BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY RELIGIOUS DEVOTION, EASILY PASSING OVER TO SUPERSTITION, AND BY LOYALTY TO IDEALS AND LOST CAUSES. THE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] CELTS WERE BORN DREAMERS, AS THEIR EXQUISITE ELYSIUM BELIEF WILL SHOW, AND MUCH THAT IS SPIRITUAL AND ROMANTIC IN MORE THAN ONE EUROPEAN LITERATURE IS DUE TO THEM. THE ANALOGY OF RELIGIOUS EVOLUTION IN OTHER FAITHS HELPS US IN RECONSTRUCTING THAT OF THE CELTS. THOUGH NO HISTORIC CELTIC GROUP WAS RACIALLY PURE, THE PROFOUND INFLUENCE OF THE CELTIC TEMPERAMENT SOON "CELTICIZED" THE RELIGIOUS CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE NON-CELTIC ELEMENT WHICH MAY ALREADY HAVE HAD MANY CELTIC PARALLELS. BECAUSE A GIVEN CELTIC RITE OR BELIEF SEEMS TO BE "UN-ARYAN," IT NEED NOT NECESSARILY BE BORROWED. THE CELTS HAD A SAVAGE PAST, AND, CONSERVATIVE AS THEY WERE, THEY KEPT MUCH OF IT ALIVE. OUR BUSINESS, THEREFORE, LIES WITH CELTIC RELIGION AS A WHOLE. THESE PRIMITIVE ELEMENTS WERE THERE BEFORE THE CELTS MIGRATED FROM THE OLD "ARYAN" HOME; YET SINCE THEY APPEAR IN CELTIC RELIGION TO THE END, WE SPEAK OF THEM AS CELTIC. THE EARLIEST ASPECT OF THAT RELIGION, BEFORE THE CELTS BECAME A SEPARATE PEOPLE, WAS A CULT OF NATURE SPIRITS, OR OF THE LIFE MANIFESTED IN NATURE. BUT MEN AND WOMEN PROBABLY HAD SEPARATE CULTS, AND, OF THE TWO, PERHAPS THAT OF THE LATTER IS MORE IMPORTANT. AS HUNTERS, MEN WORSHIPPED THE ANIMALS THEY SLEW, APOLOGIZING TO THEM FOR THE SLAUGHTER. THIS APOLOGETIC ATTITUDE, FOUND WITH ALL PRIMITIVE HUNTERS, IS OF THE NATURE OF A CULT. OTHER ANIMALS, TOO SACRED TO BE SLAIN, WOULD BE PRESERVED AND WORSHIPPED, THE CULT GIVING RISE TO DOMESTICATION AND PASTORAL LIFE, WITH TOTEMISM AS A PROBABLE FACTOR. EARTH, PRODUCING VEGETATION, WAS THE FRUITFUL MOTHER; BUT SINCE THE ORIGIN OF AGRICULTURE IS MAINLY DUE TO WOMEN, THE EARTH CULT WOULD BE PRACTICED BY THEM, AS WELL AS, LATER, THAT OF VEGETATION AND CORN SPIRITS, ALL REGARDED AS FEMALE. AS MEN BEGAN TO INTEREST THEMSELVES IN AGRICULTURE, THEY WOULD JOIN IN THE FEMALE CULTS, PROBABLY WITH THE RESULT OF CHANGING THE SEX OF THE SPIRITS WORSHIPPED. AN EARTH-GOD WOULD TAKE THE PLACE OF THE EARTH-MOTHER, OR STAND AS HER CONSORT OR SON. 
CHAPTER II.
THE CELTIC PEOPLE.
SCRUTINY REVEALS THE FACT THAT CELTIC-SPEAKING PEOPLES ARE OF DIFFERING TYPES--SHORT AND DARK AS WELL AS TALL AND FAIRER HIGHLANDERS OR WELSHMEN, SHORT, BROAD-HEADED BRETONS, VARIOUS TYPES OF IRISHMEN. MEN WITH NORSE NAMES AND NORSE ASPECT "HAVE THE GAELIC." BUT ALL ALIKE HAVE THE SAME CHARACTER AND TEMPERAMENT, A STRIKING WITNESS TO THE INFLUENCE WHICH THE CHARACTER AS WELL AS THE LANGUAGE OF THE CELTS, WHOEVER THEY WERE, MADE ON ALL WITH WHOM THEY MINGLED. ETHNOLOGICALLY THERE MAY NOT BE A CELTIC RACE, BUT SOMETHING WAS HANDED DOWN FROM THE DAYS OF COMPARATIVE CELTIC PURITY WHICH WELDED DIFFERENT SOCIAL ELEMENTS INTO A COMMON TYPE, FOUND OFTEN WHERE NO CELTIC TONGUE IS NOW SPOKEN. IT EMERGES WHERE WE LEAST EXPECT IT, AND THE STOLID ANGLO-SAXON MAY SUDDENLY AWAKEN TO SOMETHING IN HIMSELF DUE TO A FORGOTTEN CELTIC STRAIN IN HIS ANCESTRY.
TWO MAIN THEORIES OF CELTIC ORIGINS NOW HOLD THE FIELD:
(1) THE CELTS ARE IDENTIFIED WITH THE PROGENITORS OF THE SHORT, BRACHYCEPHALIC "ALPINE RACE" OF CENTRAL EUROPE, EXISTING THERE IN NEOLITHIC TIMES, AFTER THEIR MIGRATIONS FROM AFRICA AND ASIA. THE TYPE IS FOUND AMONG THE SLAVS, IN PARTS OF GERMANY AND SCANDINAVIA, AND IN MODERN FRANCE IN THE REGION OF CAESAR'S "CELTAE," AMONG THE AUVERGNAT’S, THE BRETONS, AND IN LOZÈRE AND JURA. REPRESENTATIVES. OF THE TYPE HAVE BEEN A FOUND IN BELGIAN AND FRENCH NEOLITHIC GRAVES. PROFESSOR SERGI CALLS THIS THE "EURASIATIC RACE," AND, CONTRARY TO GENERAL OPINION, IDENTIFIES IT WITH THE ARYANS, A SAVAGE PEOPLE, INFERIOR TO THE DOLICHOCEPHALIC MEDITERRANEAN RACE, WHOSE LANGUAGE THEY ARYANIZED. PROFESSOR KEANE THINKS THAT THEY WERE THEMSELVES AN ARYANIZED FOLK BEFORE REACHING EUROPE, WHO IN TURN GAVE THEIR ACQUIRED CELTIC AND SLAVIC SPEECH TO THE PRECEDING MASSES. LATER CAME THE BELGAE, ARYANS, WHO ACQUIRED THE CELTIC SPEECH OF THE PEOPLE THEY CONQUERED. BROCA ASSUMED THAT THE DARK, BRACHYCEPHALIC PEOPLE WHOM HE IDENTIFIED WITH CAESAR'S "CELTAE," DIFFERED FROM THE BELGAE, WERE CONQUERED BY THEM, AND ACQUIRED THE LANGUAGE OF THEIR CONQUERORS, HENCE WRONGLY CALLED CELTIC BY PHILOLOGISTS. THE BELGAE WERE TALL AND FAIR, AND OVERRAN GAUL, EXCEPT AQUITAINE, MIXING GENERALLY WITH THE CELTAE, WHO IN CAESAR'S TIME HAD THUS AN INFUSION OF BELGIC BLOOD. BUT BEFORE THIS CONQUEST, THE CELTAE HAD ALREADY MINGLED WITH THE ABORIGINAL DOLICHOCEPHALIC FOLK OF GAUL, IBERIANS, OR MEDITERRANEAN’S OF PROFESSOR SERGI. THE LATTER HAD APPARENTLY REMAINED COMPARATIVELY PURE FROM ADMIXTURE IN AQUITAINE, AND ARE PROBABLY THE AQUITANI OF CAESAR. BUT WERE THE SHORT, BRACHYCEPHALIC, FOLK CELTS? CAESAR SAYS THE PEOPLE WHO CALL THEMSELVES "CELTAE" WERE CALLED GAUL’S BY THE ROMANS, AND GAUL’S, ACCORDING TO CLASSICAL WRITERS, WERE TALL AND FAIR. HENCE THE CELTAE WERE NOT A SHORT, DARK RACE, AND CAESAR HIMSELF SAYS THAT GAUL’S (INCLUDING CELTAE) LOOKED WITH CONTEMPT ON THE SHORT ROMANS. STRABO ALSO SAYS THAT CELTAE AND BELGAE HAD THE SAME GAULISH APPEARANCE, I.E. TALL AND FAIR. CAESAR'S STATEMENT THAT AQUITANI, GALLI, AND BELGAE DIFFER IN LANGUAGE, INSTITUTIONS, AND LAWS IS VAGUE AND UNSUPPORTED BY EVIDENCE, AND MAY MEAN AS TO LANGUAGE NO MORE THAN A DIFFERENCE IN DIALECTS. THIS IS ALSO SUGGESTED BY STRABO'S WORDS, CELTAE AND BELGAE "DIFFER A LITTLE" IN LANGUAGE. NO CLASSICAL WRITER DESCRIBES THE CELTS AS SHORT AND DARK, BUT THE REVERSE. SHORT, DARK PEOPLE WOULD HAVE BEEN CALLED IBERIANS, WITHOUT RESPECT TO SKULLS. CLASSICAL OBSERVERS WERE NOT CRANIOLOGISTS. THE SHORT, BRACHYCEPHALIC TYPE IS NOW PROMINENT IN FRANCE, BECAUSE IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN SO, ELIMINATING THE TALL, FAIR CELTIC TYPE. CONQUERING CELTS, FEWER IN NUMBER THAN THE BROAD AND NARROW-HEADED ABORIGINES, INTERMARRIED OR MADE LESS-LASTING ALLIANCES WITH THEM. IN COURSE OF TIME THE TYPE OF THE MORE NUMEROUS, RACE WAS BOUND TO PREVAIL. EVEN IN CAESAR'S DAY THE LATTER PROBABLY OUTNUMBERED THE TALL AND FAIR CELTS, WHO HAD, HOWEVER, CELTICIZED THEM. BUT CLASSICAL WRITERS, WHO KNEW THE TRUE CELT AS TALL AND FAIR, SAW THAT TYPE ONLY, JUST AS EVERY ONE, ON FIRST VISITING FRANCE OR GERMANY, SEES HIS GENERALIZED TYPE OF FRENCHMAN OR GERMAN EVERYWHERE. LATER, HE MODIFIES HIS OPINION, BUT THIS THE CLASSICAL OBSERVERS DID NOT DO. CAESAR'S CAMPAIGNS MUST HAVE DRAINED GAUL OF MANY TALL AND FAIR CELTS. THIS, WITH THE TENDENCY OF DARK TYPES TO OUTNUMBER FAIR TYPES IN SOUTH AND CENTRAL EUROPE, MAY HELP TO EXPLAIN THE GROWING PROMINENCE OF THE DARK TYPE, THOUGH THE TALL, FAIR TYPE IS FAR FROM UNCOMMON. 
(2) THE SECOND THEORY, ALREADY ANTICIPATED, SEES IN GAUL’S AND BELGAE A TALL, FAIR CELTIC FOLK, SPEAKING A CELTIC LANGUAGE, AND BELONGING TO THE RACE WHICH STRETCHED FROM IRELAND TO ASIA MINOR, FROM NORTH GERMANY TO THE PO, AND WERE MASTERS OF TEUTONIC TRIBES TILL THEY WERE DRIVEN BY THEM FROM THE REGION BETWEEN ELBE AND RHINE. SOME BELGIC TRIBES CLAIMED A GERMANIC ANCESTRY, BUT "GERMAN" WAS A WORD SELDOM USED WITH PRECISION, AND IN THIS CASE MAY NOT MEAN TEUTONIC. THE FAIR HAIR OF THIS PEOPLE HAS MADE MANY SUPPOSE THAT THEY WERE AKIN TO THE TEUTONS. BUT FAIRNESS IS RELATIVE, AND THE DARK ROMANS MAY HAVE CALLED BROWN HAIR FAIR, WHILE THEY OCCASIONALLY DISTINGUISHED BETWEEN THE "FAIR" GAUL’S AND FAIRER GERMANS. THEIR INSTITUTIONS AND THEIR RELIGIONS (PACE PROFESSOR RHŶS) DIFFERED, AND THOUGH THEY WERE SO LONG IN CONTACT THE NAMES OF THEIR GODS AND PRIESTS ARE UNLIKE. 3 THEIR LANGUAGES, AGAIN, THOUGH OF "ARYAN" STOCK, DIFFER MORE FROM EACH OTHER THAN DOES CELTIC FROM ITALIC, POINTING TO A LONG PERIOD OF ITALO-CELTIC UNITY, BEFORE ITALIOTES AND CELTS SEPARATED, AND CELTS CAME IN CONTACT WITH TEUTONS. THE TYPICAL GERMAN DIFFERS IN MENTAL AND MORAL QUALITIES FROM THE TYPICAL CELT. CONTRAST AN EAST COUNTRY SCOT, DESCENDANT OF TEUTONIC STOCK, WITH A WEST HIGHLANDER, AND THE DIFFERENCE LEAPS TO THE EYES. CELTS AND GERMANS OF HISTORY DIFFER, THEN, IN RELATIVE FAIRNESS, CHARACTER, RELIGION, AND LANGUAGE. THE TALL, BLONDE TEUTONIC TYPE OF THE ROW GRAVES IS DOLICHOCEPHALIC. WAS THE CELTIC TYPE (ASSUMING THAT BROCA'S "CELTS" WERE NOT TRUE CELTS) DOLICHO OR BRACHY? BROCA THINKS THE BELGAE OR "KYMRI" WERE DOLICHOCEPHALIC, BUT ALL MUST AGREE WITH HIM THAT THE SKULLS ARE TOO FEW TO GENERALIZE FROM. CELTIC IRON-AGE SKULLS IN BRITAIN ARE DOLICHOCEPHALIC, PERHAPS A RECRUDESCENCE OF THE ABORIGINAL TYPE. BROCA'S "KYMRIC" SKULLS ARE MESOCEPHALIC; THIS HE ATTRIBUTES TO CROSSING WITH THE SHORT ROUND-HEADS. THE EVIDENCE IS TOO SCANTY FOR GENERALIZATION, WHILE THE WALLOONS, PERHAPS DESCENDANTS OF THE BELGAE, HAVE A HIGH INDEX, AND SOME GAUL’S OF CLASSICAL ART ARE BROAD-HEADED. SKULLS OF THE BRITISH ROUND BARROWS (EARLY CELTIC BRONZE AGE) ARE MAINLY BROAD, THE BEST SPECIMENS SHOWING AFFINITY TO NEOLITHIC BRACHYCEPHALIC SKULLS FROM GRENELLE (THOUGH THEIR OWNERS WERE 5 INCHES SHORTER), SCLAIGNEAUX, AND BORREBY. DR. BEDDOE THINKS THAT THE NARROW-SKULLED BELGAE ON THE WHOLE REINFORCED THE MESO- OR BRACHYCEPHALIC ROUND BARROW FOLK IN BRITAIN. DR. THURNAM IDENTIFIES THE LATTER WITH THE BELGAE (BROCA'S KYMRI), AND THINKS THAT GAULISH SKULLS WERE ROUND, WITH BEETLING BROWS. 3 PROFESSORS RIPLEY AND SERGI, DISREGARDING THEIR DIFFERENCE IN STATURE AND HIGHER CEPHALIC INDEX, IDENTIFY THEM WITH THE SHORT ALPINE RACE (BROCA'S CELTS). THIS IS NEGATIVE BY MR. KEANE. 4 MIGHT NOT BOTH, HOWEVER, HAVE ORIGINALLY SPRUNG FROM A COMMON STOCK AND REACHED EUROPE AT DIFFERENT TIMES? BUT DO A FEW HUNDRED SKULLS JUSTIFY THESE FAR-REACHING CONCLUSIONS REGARDING RACES ENDURING FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS? AT SOME VERY REMOTE PERIOD THERE MAY HAVE BEEN A CELTIC TYPE, AS AT SOME FURTHER PERIOD THERE MAY HAVE BEEN AN ARYAN TYPE. BUT THE CELTS, AS WE KNOW THEM, MUST HAVE MINGLED WITH THE ABORIGINES OF EUROPE AND BECOME A MIXED RACE, THOUGH PRESERVING AND ENDOWING OTHERS WITH THEIR RACIAL AND MENTAL CHARACTERISTICS. SOME GAUL’S OR BELGAE WERE DOLICHOCEPHALIC, TO JUDGE BY THEIR SKULLS, OTHERS WERE BRACHYCEPHALIC, WHILE THEIR FAIRNESS WAS A RELATIVE TERM. CLASSICAL OBSERVERS PROBABLY GENERALIZED FROM THE HIGHER CLASSES, OF A PURER TYPE; THEY TELL US NOTHING OF THE PEOPLE. BUT THE HIGHER CLASSES MAY HAVE HAD VARYING SKULLS, AS WELL AS STATURE AND COLOR OF HAIR, AND IRISH TEXTS TELL OF A TALL, FAIR, BLUE-EYED STOCK, AND A SHORT, DARK, DARK-EYED STOCK, IN IRELAND. EVEN IN THOSE DISTANT AGES WE MUST CONSIDER THE PEOPLE ON WHOM THE CELTS IMPRESSED THEIR CHARACTERISTICS, AS WELL AS THE CELTS THEMSELVES. WHAT HAPPENED ON THE EURASIAN STEPPE, THE HYPOTHETICAL CRADLE OF THE "ARYANS," WHENCE THE CELTS CAME "STEPPING WESTWARDS," SEEMS CLEAR TO SOME, BUT IN TRUTH IS A BOOK SEALED WITH SEVEN SEALS. THE MEN WHOSE ARYAN SPEECH WAS TO DOMINATE FAR AND WIDE MAY ALREADY HAVE POSSESSED DIFFERENT TYPES OF SKULL, AND THAT AGE WAS FAR FROM "THE VERY BEGINNING." THUS, THE CELTS BEFORE SETTING OUT ON THEIR WANDERJAHRE MAY ALREADY HAVE BEEN A MIXED RACE, EVEN IF THEIR LEADERS WERE OF PURER STOCK. BUT THEY HAD THE BOND OF COMMON SPEECH, INSTITUTIONS, AND RELIGION, AND THEY FORMED A COMMON CELTIC TYPE IN CENTRAL AND WESTERN EUROPE. INTERMARRIAGE WITH THE ALREADY MIXED NEOLITHIC FOLK OF CENTRAL EUROPE PRODUCED FURTHER REMOVAL FROM THE UNMIXED CELTIC RACIAL TYPE; BUT THOUGH BOTH REACTED ON EACH OTHER AS FAR AS LANGUAGE, CUSTOM, AND BELIEF WERE CONCERNED, ON THE WHOLE THE CELTIC ELEMENTS PREDOMINATED IN THESE RESPECTS. THE CELTIC MIGRATION INTO GAUL PRODUCED FURTHER RACIAL MINGLING WITH DESCENDANTS OF THE OLD PALAEOLITHIC STOCK, DOLICHOCEPHALIC IBERIANS AND LIGURIANS, AND BRACHYCEPHALIC SWARTHY FOLK (BROCA'S CELTS). THUS, EVEN THE FIRST CELTIC ARRIVALS IN BRITAIN, THE GOIDELS, WERE A PEOPLE OF MIXED RACE, THOUGH PROBABLY RELATIVELY PURER THAN THE LATE COMING BRYTHONS, THE LATEST OF WHOM HAD PROBABLY MINGLED WITH THE TEUTONS. HENCE AMONG CELTIC-SPEAKING FOLK OR THEIR DESCENDANTS--SHORT, DARK, BROAD-HEADED BRETONS, TALL, FAIR OR RUFOUS HIGHLANDERS, TALL CHESTNUT-HAIRED WELSHMEN OR IRISHMEN, HIGHLANDERS OF NORSE DESCENT, SHORT, DARK, NARROW-HEADED HIGHLANDERS, IRISHMEN, AND WELSHMEN--THERE IS A COMMON CELTIC FACIES, THE RESULT OF OLD CELTIC CHARACTERISTICS POWERFUL ENOUGH SO TO IMPRESS THEMSELVES ON SUCH VARIED PEOPLES IN SPITE OF WHAT THEY GAVE TO THE CELTIC INCOMERS. THESE PEOPLES BECAME CELTIC, AND CELTIC IN SPEECH AND CHARACTER THEY HAVE REMAINED, EVEN WHERE ANCESTRAL PHYSICAL TYPES ARE REASSERTING THEMSELVES. THE FOLK OF A CELTIC TYPE, WHETHER PRE-CELTIC, CELTIC, OR NORSE, HAVE ALL SPOKEN A CELTIC LANGUAGE AND EXHIBIT THE SAME OLD CELTIC CHARACTERISTICS--VANITY, LOQUACITY, EXCITABILITY, FICKLENESS, IMAGINATION, LOVE OF THE ROMANTIC, FIDELITY, ATTACHMENT TO FAMILY TIES, SENTIMENTAL LOVE OF THEIR COUNTRY, RELIGIOSITY PASSING OVER EASILY TO SUPERSTITION, AND A COMPARATIVELY HIGH DEGREE OF SEXUAL MORALITY. SOME OF THESE TRAITS WERE ALREADY NOTED BY CLASSICAL OBSERVERS. CELTIC SPEECH HAD EARLY LOST THE INITIAL P OF OLD INDO-EUROPEAN SPEECH, EXCEPT IN WORDS BEGINNING WITH PT AND, PERHAPS, PS. CELTIC PARE (LAT. PRAE) BECAME ARE, MET WITH IN AREMORICI, "THE DWELLERS BY THE SEA," ARECLUTA, "BY THE CLYDE," THE REGION WATERED BY THE CLYDE. IRISH ATHAIR, MANX AYR, AND IRISH IASG, REPRESENT RESPECTIVELY LATIN PATER AND PISCIS. P OCCURRING BETWEEN VOWELS WAS ALSO LOST, IRISH CAORA, "SHEEP," IS FROM KAPERAX; FOR, "UPON" (LAT. SUPER), FROM UPER. THIS CHANGE TOOK PLACE BEFORE THE GOIDELIC CELTS BROKE AWAY AND INVADED BRITAIN IN THE TENTH CENTURY B.C., BUT WHILE CELTS AND TEUTONS WERE STILL IN CONTACT, SINCE TEUTONS BORROWED WORDS WITH INITIAL P, E.G. GOTHIC FAIRGUNI, "MOUNTAIN," FROM CELTIC PERCUNION, LATER ERCUNIO, THE HERCYNIAN FOREST. THE LOSS MUST HAVE OCCURRED BEFORE 1000 B.C. BUT AFTER THE SEPARATION OF THE GOIDELIC GROUP A FURTHER CHANGE TOOK PLACE. GOIDELS PRESERVED THE SOUND REPRESENTED BY QU, OR MORE SIMPLY BY C OR CH, BUT THIS WAS CHANGED INTO P BY THE REMAINING CONTINENTAL CELTS, WHO CARRIED WITH THEM INTO GAUL, SPAIN, ITALY, AND BRITAIN (THE BRYTHONS) WORDS IN WHICH Q BECAME P. THE BRITISH EPIDII IS FROM GAULISH EPOS, "HORSE," WHICH IS IN OLD IRISH ECH (LAT. EQUUS). THE PARISII TAKE THEIR NAME FROM QARISII, THE PICTONES OR PICTAVI OF POICTIERS FROM PICTOS (WHICH IN THE PLURAL PICTI GIVES US "PICTS"), DERIVED FROM QUICTO-. THIS CHANGE TOOK PLACE AFTER THE GOIDELIC INVASION OF BRITAIN IN THE TENTH CENTURY B.C. ON THE OTHER HAND, SOME CONTINENTAL CELTS MAY LATER HAVE REGAINED THE POWER OF PRONOUNCING Q. IN GAUL THE Q OF SEQUANA (SEINE) WAS NOT CHANGED TO P, AND A TRIBE DWELLING ON ITS BANKS WAS CALLED THE SEQUANI. THIS ASSUMES THAT SEQUANA WAS A PRE-CELTIC WORD, POSSIBLY LIGURIAN. PROFESSOR RHŶS THINKS, HOWEVER, THAT GOIDELIC TRIBES, IDENTIFIED BY HIM WITH CAESAR'S CELTAE, EXISTED IN GAUL AND SPAIN BEFORE THE COMING OF THE GALLI, AND HAD PRESERVED Q IN THEIR SPEECH. TO THEM WE OWE SEQUANA, AS WELL AS CERTAIN NAMES WITH Q IN SPAIN. THIS AT LEAST IS CERTAIN, THAT GOIDELIC CELTS OF THE Q GROUP OCCUPIED GAUL AND SPAIN BEFORE REACHING BRITAIN AND IRELAND. IRISH TRADITION AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATA CONFIRM THIS. BUT WHETHER THEIR DESCENDANTS WERE REPRESENTED BY CAESAR'S "CELTAE" MUST BE UNCERTAIN. CELTAE AND GALLI, ACCORDING TO CAESAR, WERE ONE AND THE SAME, AND MUST HAVE HAD THE SAME GENERAL FORM OF SPEECH. THE DIALECTS OF GOIDELIC SPEECH-IRISH, MANX, GAELIC, AND THAT OF THE CONTINENTAL GOIDELS--PRESERVED THE Q SOUND; THOSE OF GALLO-BRYTHONIC SPEECH-GAULISH, BRETON, WELSH, CORNISH--CHANGED Q INTO P. THE SPEECH OF THE PICTS, PERHAPS CONNECTED WITH THE PICTONES OF GAUL, ALSO HAD THIS P SOUND. WHO, THEN, WERE THE PICTS? ACCORDING TO PROFESSOR RHŶS THEY WERE PRE-ARYANS, BUT THEY MUST HAVE BEEN UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF BRYTHONIC CELTS. DR. SKENE REGARDED THEM AS GOIDELS SPEAKING A GOIDELIC DIALECT WITH BRYTHONIC FORMS. MR. NICHOLSON THINKS THEY WERE GOIDELS WHO HAD PRESERVED THE INDO-EUROPEAN. BUT MIGHT THEY NOT BE DESCENDANTS OF A BRYTHONIC GROUP, ARRIVING EARLY IN BRITAIN AND DRIVEN NORTHWARDS BY NEWCOMERS PROFESSOR WINDISCH AND DR. STOKES REGARD THEM AS CELTS, ALLIED TO THE BRYTHONS RATHER THAN TO THE GOIDELS, THE PHONETICS OF THEIR SPEECH RESEMBLING THOSE OF WELSH RATHER THAN IRISH. THE THEORY OF AN EARLY GOIDELIC OCCUPATION OF BRITAIN HAS BEEN CONTESTED BY PROFESSOR MEYER, WHO HOLDS THAT THE FIRST GOIDELS REACHED BRITAIN FROM IRELAND IN THE SECOND CENTURY, WHILE DR. MACBAIN, WAS OF THE OPINION THAT ENGLAND, APART FROM WALES AND CORNWALL, KNEW NO GOIDELS, THE PLACE-NAMES BEING BRYTHONIC. BUT UNLESS ALL GOIDELS REACHED IRELAND FROM GAUL OR SPAIN, AS SOME DID, BRITAIN WAS MORE EASILY REACHED THAN IRELAND BY MIGRATING GOIDELS FROM THE CONTINENT. PROMINENT GOIDELIC PLACE-NAMES WOULD BECOME BRYTHONIC, BUT INSIGNIFICANT PLACES WOULD RETAIN THEIR GOIDELIC FORM, AND TO THESE WE MUST LOOK FOR DECISIVE EVIDENCE. A GOIDELIC OCCUPATION BY THE NINTH CENTURY B.C. IS SUGGESTED BY THE NAME "CASSITERIDES" (A WORD OF THE Q GROUP) APPLIED TO BRITAIN. IF THE GOIDELS OCCUPIED BRITAIN FIRST, THEY MAY HAVE CALLED THEIR LAND QRETANIS OR QRITANIS, WHICH PICTISH INVADERS WOULD CHANGE TO PRETANIS, FOUND IN WELSH "YNYS PRIDAIN," PRIDAIN'S ISLE, OR ISLE OF THE PICTS, "POINTING TO THE ORIGINAL UNDERLYING THE GREEK ΠΡΕΤΑΝΙΚΑῖ ΗῆΣΟΙ OR PICTISH ISLES," THOUGH THE CHANGE MAY BE DUE TO CONTINENTAL P CELTS TRADING WITH Q CELTS IN BRITAIN. WITH THE PICTISH OCCUPATION WOULD AGREE THE FACT THAT IRISH GOIDELS CALLED THE PICTS WHO CAME TO IRELAND CRUITHNE = QRITANI = PRETANI. IN IRELAND THEY ALMOST CERTAINLY ADOPTED GOIDELIC SPEECH. WHETHER OR NOT ALL THE PICTISH INVADERS OF BRITAIN WERE CALLED "PICTAVI," THIS WORD OR PICTI, PERHAPS FROM QUICTO (IRISH CICHT, ENGRAVER"), BECAME A GENERAL NAME FOR THIS PEOPLE. Q HAD BEEN CHANGED INTO P ON THE CONTINENT; HENCE "PICTAVI" OR "PICTONES," "THE TATTOOED MEN," THOSE WHO "ENGRAVED" FIGURES ON THEIR BODIES, AS THE PICTS CERTAINLY DID. DISPOSSESSED AND DRIVEN NORTH BY INCOMING BRYTHONS AND BELGAE, THEY LATER BECAME THE VIRULENT ENEMIES OF ROME. IN 306 EUMENIUS DESCRIBES ALL THE NORTHERN TRIBES AS "CALEDONII AND OTHER PICTS," WHILE SOME OF THE TRIBES MENTIONED BY PTOLEMY HAVE BRYTHONIC NAMES OR NAMES WITH GAULISH COGNATES. PLACE-NAMES IN THE PICTISH AREA, PERSONAL NAMES IN THE PICTISH CHRONICLE, AND PICTISH NAMES LIKE "PEANFAHEL", HAVE BRYTHONIC AFFINITIES. IF THE PICTS SPOKE A BRYTHONIC DIALECT, S. COLUMBA'S NEED OF AN INTERPRETER WHEN PREACHING TO THEM WOULD BE EXPLAINED. LATER THE PICTS WERE CONQUERED BY IRISH GOIDELS, THE SCOTTI. THE PICTS, HOWEVER, MUST ALREADY HAVE MINGLED WITH ABORIGINAL PEOPLES AND WITH GOIDELS, IF THESE WERE ALREADY IN BRITAIN, AND THEY MAY HAVE ADOPTED THEIR SUPPOSED NON-ARYAN CUSTOMS FROM THE ABORIGINES. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE MATRIARCHATE SEEMS AT ONE TIME TO HAVE BEEN CELTIC, AND IT MAY HAVE BEEN NO MORE THAN A CONSERVATIVE SURVIVAL IN THE PICTISH ROYAL HOUSE, AS IT WAS ELSEWHERE. BRITONS, AS WELL AS CALEDONII, HAD WIVES IN COMMON. AS TO TATTOOING, IT WAS PRACTICED BY THE SCOTTI ("THE SCARRED AND PAINTED MEN"?), AND THE BRITONS DYED THEMSELVES WITH WOAD, WHILE WHAT SEEM TO BE TATTOO MARKS APPEAR ON FACES ON GAULISH COINS. TATTOOING, PAINTING, AND SCARIFYING THE BODY ARE VARIETIES OF ONE GENERAL CUSTOM, AND LITTLE STRESS CAN BE LAID ON PICTISH TATTOOING AS INDICATING A RACIAL DIFFERENCE. ITS PURPOSE MAY HAVE BEEN ORNAMENTAL, OR POSSIBLY TO IMPART AN ASPECT OF FIERCENESS, OR THE FIGURES MAY HAVE BEEN TOTEM MARKS, AS THEY ARE ELSEWHERE. FINALLY, THE DESCRIPTION OF THE CALEDONII, A PICTISH PEOPLE, POSSESSING FLAMING HAIR AND MIGHTY LIMBS, SHOWS THAT THEY DIFFERED FROM THE SHORT, DARK PRE-CELTIC FOLK. THE PICTISH PROBLEM MUST REMAIN OBSCURE, A WELCOME PUZZLE TO ANTIQUARIES, PHILOLOGISTS, AND ETHNOLOGISTS. OUR KNOWLEDGE OF PICTISH RELIGION IS TOO SCANTY FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF CELTIC RELIGION TO BE AFFECTED BY IT. BUT WE KNOW THAT THE PICTS OFFERED SACRIFICE BEFORE WAR--A CELTIC CUSTOM, AND HAD DRUIDS, AS ALSO HAD THE CELTS. THE EARLIEST CELTIC "KINGDOM" WAS IN THE REGION BETWEEN THE UPPER WATERS OF THE RHINE, THE ELBE, AND THE DANUBE, WHERE PROBABLY IN NEOLITHIC TIMES THE FORMATION OF THEIR CELTIC SPEECH AS A DISTINCTIVE LANGUAGE BEGAN. HERE THEY FIRST BECAME KNOWN TO THE GREEKS, PROBABLY AS A SEMI-MYTHICAL PEOPLE, THE HYPERBOREANS--THE FOLK DWELLING BEYOND THE RIPŒAN MOUNTAINS WHENCE BOREAS BLEW--WITH WHOM HECATAEUS IN THE FOURTH CENTURY IDENTIFIES THEM. BUT THEY WERE NOW KNOWN AS CELTS, AND THEIR TERRITORY AS CELTICA, WHILE "GALATAE" WAS USED AS A SYNONYM OF "CELTAE," IN THE THIRD CENTURY B.C. 3 THE NAME GENERALLY APPLIED BY THE ROMANS TO THE CELTS WAS [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] "GALLI," A TERM FINALLY CONFINED BY THEM TO THE PEOPLE OF GAUL. SUCCESSIVE BANDS OF CELTS WENT FORTH FROM THIS COMPARATIVELY RESTRICTED TERRITORY, UNTIL THE CELTIC "EMPIRE" FOR SOME CENTURIES BEFORE 300 B.C. INCLUDED THE BRITISH ISLES, PARTS OF THE IBERIAN PENINSULA, GAUL, NORTH ITALY, BELGIUM, HOLLAND, GREAT PART OF GERMANY, AND AUSTRIA. WHEN THE GERMAN TRIBES REVOLTED, CELTIC BANDS APPEARED IN ASIA MINOR, AND REMAINED THERE AS THE GALATIAN CELTS. ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES WITH A, CELTIC FACIES HAVE BEEN MADE IN MOST OF THESE LANDS, BUT EVEN MORE STRIKING IS THE WITNESS OF PLACE-NAMES. CELTIC DUNON, A FORT OR CASTLE (THE GAELIC DUN), IS FOUND IN COMPOUND NAMES FROM IRELAND TO SOUTHERN RUSSIA. MAGOS, "A FIELD," IS MET WITH IN BRITAIN, FRANCE, SWITZERLAND, PRUSSIA, ITALY, AND AUSTRIA. RIVER AND MOUNTAIN NAMES FAMILIAR IN BRITAIN OCCUR ON THE CONTINENT. THE PENNINE RANGE OF CUMBERLAND HAS THE SAME NAME AS THE APPENINES. RIVERS NAMED FOR THEIR INHERENT DIVINITY, DEVOS, ARE FOUND IN BRITAIN AND ON THE CONTINENT--DEE, DEVA, ETC. BESIDES THIS LINGUISTIC, HAD THE CELTS ALSO A POLITICAL UNITY OVER THEIR GREAT "EMPIRE," UNDER ONE BEAD? SUCH A UNITY CERTAINLY DID NOT PREVAIL FROM IRELAND TO THE BALKAN PENINSULA, BUT IT PREVAILED OVER A LARGE PART OF THE CELTIC AREA. LIVY, FOLLOWING TIMAGENES, WHO PERHAPS CITED A LOST CELTIC EPOS, SPEAKS OF KING AMBICATUS RULING OVER THE CELTS FROM SPAIN TO GERMANY, AND SENDING HIS SISTER'S SONS, BELLOVESUS AND SEGOVESUS, WITH MANY FOLLOWERS, TO FOUND NEW COLONIES IN ITALY AND THE HERCYNIAN FOREST. MYTHICAL AS THIS MAY BE, IT SUGGESTS THE HEGEMONY OF ONE TRIBE OR ONE CHIEF OVER OTHER TRIBES AND CHIEFS, FOR LIVY SAYS THAT THE SOVEREIGN POWER RESTED WITH THE BITURIGES WHO APPOINTED THE KING OF CELTICUM, VIZ. AMBICATUS. SOME SUCH UNITY IS NECESSARY TO EXPLAIN CELTIC POWER IN THE ANCIENT WORLD, AND IT WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY UNITY OF RACE OR AT LEAST OF THE CONGERIES OF CELTICIZED PEOPLES, BY RELIGIOUS SOLIDARITY, AND PROBABLY BY REGULAR GATHERINGS OF ALL THE KINGS OR CHIEFS. IF THE DRUIDS WERE A CELTIC PRIESTHOOD AT THIS TIME, OR ALREADY FORMED A CORPORATION AS THEY DID LATER IN GAUL, THEY MUST HAVE ENDEAVORED TO FORM AND PRESERVE SUCH A UNITY. AND IF IT WAS NEVER SO COMPACT AS LIVY'S WORDS SUGGEST, IT MUST HAVE BEEN REGARDED AS AN IDEAL BY THE CELTS OR BY THEIR POETS, AMBICATUS SERVING AS A CENTRAL FIGURE ROUND WHICH THE IDEAS OF EMPIRE CRYSTALLIZED. THE HEGEMONY EXISTED IN GAUL, WHERE THE ARVERNI AND THEIR KING CLAIMED POWER OVER THE OTHER TRIBES, AND WHERE THE ROMANS TRIED TO WEAKEN THE CELTIC UNITY BY OPPOSING TO THEM THE AEDUI. IN BELGIUM THE HEGEMONY WAS IN THE HANDS OF THE SUESSIONES, TO WHOSE KING BELGIC TRIBES IN BRITAIN SUBMITTED. IN IRELAND THE "HIGH KING" WAS SUPREME OVER OTHER SMALLER KINGS, AND IN GALATIA THE UNITY OF THE TRIBES WAS PRESERVED BY A COUNCIL WITH REGULAR ASSEMBLIES. THE DIFFUSION OF THE AMBICATUS LEGEND WOULD HELP TO PRESERVE UNITY BY RECALLING THE MYTHIC GREATNESS OF THE PAST. THE BOII AND INSUBRI APPEALED TO TRANSALPINE GAUL’S FOR AID BY REMINDING THEM OF THE DEEDS OF THEIR ANCESTORS. 4 NOR WOULD THE DRUIDS OMIT TO INFUSE INTO THEIR PUPILS' MINDS THE SENTIMENT OF NATIONAL GREATNESS. FOR THIS AND FOR OTHER REASONS, THE ROMANS, TO WHOM "THE SOVEREIGNTY OF ALL GAUL " WAS AN OBNOXIOUS WATCHWORD, ENDEAVORED TO SUPPRESS THEM. 5 BUT THE CELTS WERE TOO WIDELY SCATTERED EVER TO FORM A COMPACT EMPIRE. 6 THE ROMAN EMPIRE EXTENDED ITSELF GRADUALLY IN THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF ITS POWER; THE COHESION OF THE CELTS IN AN EMPIRE OR UNDER ONE KING WAS MADE IMPOSSIBLE BY THEIR MIGRATIONS AND DIFFUSION. THEIR UNITY, SUCH AS IT WAS, WAS BROKEN BY THE REVOLT OF THE TEUTONIC TRIBES, AND THEIR SUBJUGATION WAS COMPLETED BY ROME. THE DREAMS OF WIDE EMPIRE REMAINED DREAMS. FOR THE CELTS, IN SPITE OF THEIR VIGOR, HAVE BEEN A RACE OF DREAMERS, THEIR CONQUESTS IN LATER TIMES, THOSE OF THE SPIRIT RATHER THAN OF THE MAILED FIST. THEIR SUPERIORITY HAS CONSISTED IN IMPARTING TO OTHERS THEIR CHARACTERISTICS; ORGANIZED UNITY AND A VAST EMPIRE COULD NEVER BE THEIRS.
CHAPTER III.
THE GODS OF GAUL AND THE CONTINENTAL CELTS.
THE PASSAGE IN WHICH CAESAR SUMS UP THE GAULISH PANTHEON RUNS: "THEY WORSHIP CHIEFLY THE GOD MERCURY; OF HIM THERE ARE MANY SYMBOLS, AND THEY REGARD HIM AS THE INVENTOR OF ALL THE ARTS, AS THE GUIDE OF TRAVELERS, AND AS POSSESSING GREAT INFLUENCE OVER BARGAINS AND COMMERCE. AFTER HIM THEY WORSHIP APOLLO AND MARS, JUPITER AND MINERVA. ABOUT THESE THEY HOLD MUCH THE SAME BELIEFS AS OTHER NATIONS. APOLLO HEALS DISEASES, MINERVA TEACHES THE ELEMENTS OF INDUSTRY AND THE ARTS, JUPITER RULES OVER THE HEAVENS, MARS DIRECTS WAR.... ALL THE GAUL’S ASSERT THAT THEY ARE DESCENDED FROM DISPATER, THEIR PROGENITOR." AS WILL BE SEEN IN THIS CHAPTER, THE GAUL’S HAD MANY OTHER GODS THAN THESE, WHILE THE ROMAN GODS, BY WHOSE NAMES CAESAR CALLS THE CELTIC DIVINITIES, PROBABLY ONLY APPROXIMATELY CORRESPONDED TO THEM IN FUNCTIONS. AS THE GREEKS CALLED BY THE NAMES OF THEIR OWN GODS THOSE OF EGYPT, PERSIA, AND BABYLONIA, SO THE ROMANS IDENTIFIED GREEK, TEUTONIC, AND CELTIC GODS WITH THEIRS. THE IDENTIFICATION WAS SELDOM COMPLETE, AND OFTEN EXTENDED ONLY TO ONE PARTICULAR FUNCTION OR ATTRIBUTE. BUT, AS IN GAUL, IT WAS OFTEN PART OF A STATE POLICY, AND THERE THE FUSION OF CULTS WAS INTENDED TO BREAK THE POWER OF THE DRUIDS. THE GAUL’S SEEM TO HAVE ADOPTED ROMAN CIVILIZATION EASILY, AND TO HAVE ACQUIESCED IN THE PROCESS OF ASSIMILATION OF THEIR DIVINITIES TO THOSE OF THEIR CONQUERORS. HENCE, WE HAVE THOUSANDS OF INSCRIPTIONS IN WHICH A GOD IS CALLED BY THE NAME OF THE ROMAN DEITY TO WHOM HE WAS ASSIMILATED AND BY HIS OWN CELTIC NAME--JUPITER TARANIS, APOLLO GRANNUS, ETC. OR SOMETIMES TO THE NAME OF THE ROMAN GOD IS ADDED A DESCRIPTIVE CELTIC EPITHET OR A WORD DERIVED FROM A CELTIC PLACE-NAME. AGAIN, SINCE AUGUSTUS REINSTATED THE CULT OF THE LARES, WITH HIMSELF AS CHIEF LAR, THE EPITHET AUGUSTUS WAS GIVEN TO ALL GODS TO WHOM THE CHARACTER OF THE LARES COULD BE ASCRIBED, E.G. BELENOS AUGUSTUS. CULTS OF LOCAL GODS BECAME CULTS OF THE GENIUS OF THE PLACE, COUPLED WITH THE GENIUS OF THE EMPEROR. IN SOME CASES, HOWEVER, THE NATIVE NAME STANDS ALONE. THE PROCESS WAS AIDED BY ART. CELTIC GODS ARE REPRESENTED AFTER GRECO-ROMAN OR GRECO-EGYPTIAN MODELS. SOMETIMES THESE CARRY A NATIVE DIVINE SYMBOL, OR, IN A FEW CASES, THE TYPE IS PURELY NATIVE, E.G. THAT OF CERNUNNOS. THUS, THE NATIVE PAGANISM WAS LARGELY TRANSFORMED BEFORE CHRISTIANITY APPEARED IN GAUL. MANY ROMAN GODS WERE WORSHIPPED AS SUCH, NOT ONLY BY THE ROMANS IN GAUL, BUT BY THE GAUL’S, AND WE FIND THERE ALSO TRACES OF THE ORIENTAL CULTS AFFECTED BY THE ROMANS. THERE WERE PROBABLY IN GAUL MANY LOCAL GODS, TRIBAL OR OTHERWISE, OF ROADS AND COMMERCE, OF THE ARTS, OF HEALING, ETC., WHO, BEARING DIFFERENT NAMES, MIGHT EASILY BE IDENTIFIED WITH EACH OTHER OR WITH ROMAN GODS. CAESAR'S MERCURY, MARS, MINERVA, ETC., PROBABLY INCLUDE MANY LOCAL MINERVAS, MARS, AND MERCURIES. THERE MAY, HOWEVER, HAVE BEEN A FEW GREAT GODS COMMON TO ALL GAUL, UNIVERSALLY WORSHIPPED, BESIDES THE NUMEROUS LOCAL GODS, SOME OF WHOM MAY HAVE BEEN ADOPTED FROM THE ABORIGINES. AN EXAMINATION OF THE DIVINE NAMES IN HOLDER'S ALTCELTISCHER SPRACHSCHATZ WILL SHOW HOW NUMEROUS THE LOCAL GODS OF THE CONTINENTAL CELTS MUST HAVE BEEN. PROFESSOR [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] ANWYL RECKONS THAT 270 GODS ARE MENTIONED ONCE ON INSCRIPTIONS, 24 TWICE, 11 THRICE, 10 FOUR TIMES, 3 FIVE TIMES, 2 SEVEN TIMES, 4 FIFTEEN TIMES, 1 NINETEEN TIMES (GRANNOS), AND 1 THIRTY-NINE TIMES (BELENOS). THE GOD OR GODS IDENTIFIED WITH MERCURY WERE VERY POPULAR IN GAUL, AS CAESAR'S WORDS AND THE WITNESS OF PLACE-NAMES DERIVED FROM THE ROMAN NAME OF THE GOD SHOW. THESE HAD PROBABLY SUPPLANTED EARLIER NAMES DERIVED FROM THOSE OF THE CORRESPONDING NATIVE GODS. MANY, TEMPLES OF THE GOD EXISTED ESPECIALLY IN THE REGION OF THE ALLOBROGI, AND BRONZE STATUETTES OF HIM HAVE BEEN FOUND IN ABUNDANCE. PLINY ALSO DESCRIBES A COLOSSAL STATUE DESIGNED FOR THE ARVERNI WHO HAD A GREAT TEMPLE OF THE GOD ON THE PUY DE DÔME. MERCURY WAS NOT NECESSARILY THE CHIEF GOD, AND AT TIMES, IN WAR, THE NATIVE WAR-GODS WOULD BE PROMINENT. THE NATIVE NAMES OF THE GODS ASSIMILATED TO MERCURY ARE MANY IN NUMBER; IN SOME CASES, THEY ARE EPITHETS, DERIVED FROM THE NAMES OF PLACES WHERE A LOCAL "MERCURY" WAS WORSHIPPED, IN OTHERS THEY ARE DERIVED FROM SOME FUNCTION OF THE GODS. 3 ONE OF THESE TITLES IS ARTAIOS, PERHAPS COGNATE WITH IRISH ART, "GOD," OR CONNECTED WITH ARTOS, "BEAR." PROFESSOR RHŶS, HOWEVER, FINDS ITS COGNATE IN WELSH ÂR, "PLOUGHED LAND," AS IF ONE OF THE GOD’S FUNCTIONS CONNECTED HIM WITH AGRICULTURE. 4 THIS IS SUPPORTED BY ANOTHER INSCRIPTION TO MERCURIUS CULTOR AT WURTEMBERG. LOCAL GODS OF AGRICULTURE MUST THUS HAVE BEEN ASSIMILATED TO MERCURY. A GOD MOCCUS, "SWINE," WAS ALSO IDENTIFIED WITH MERCURY, AND THE SWINE WAS A FREQUENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CORN-SPIRIT OR OF VEGETATION DIVINITIES IN [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] EUROPE. THE FLESH OF THE ANIMAL WAS OFTEN MIXED WITH THE SEED CORN OR BURIED IN THE FIELDS TO PROMOTE FERTILITY. THE SWINE HAD BEEN A SACRED ANIMAL AMONG THE CELTS, BUT HAD APPARENTLY BECOME AN ANTHROPOMORPHIC GOD OF FERTILITY, MOCCUS, ASSIMILATED TO MERCURY, PERHAPS BECAUSE THE GREEK HERMES CAUSED FERTILITY IN FLOCKS AND HERDS. SUCH A GOD WAS ONE OF A CLASS WHOSE IMPORTANCE WAS GREAT AMONG THE CELTS AS AN AGRICULTURAL PEOPLE. COMMERCE, MUCH DEVELOPED AMONG THE SETTLED GAUL’S, GAVE RISE TO A GOD OR GODS WHO GUARDED ROADS OVER WHICH MERCHANTS TRAVELED, AND BOUNDARIES WHERE THEIR TRANSACTIONS TOOK PLACE. HENCE, WE HAVE AN INSCRIPTION FROM YORKSHIRE, "TO THE GOD WHO INVENTED ROADS AND PATHS," WHILE ANOTHER LOCAL GOD OF ROADS, EQUATED WITH MERCURY, WAS CIMIACINUS. ANOTHER GOD, OGMIOS, A NATIVE GOD OF SPEECH, WHO DRAWS MEN BY CHAINS FASTENED TO THE TIP OF HIS TONGUE, IS IDENTIFIED IN LUCIAN WITH HERACLES, AND IS IDENTICAL WITH THE GOIDELIC OGMA. ELOQUENCE AND SPEECH ARE IMPORTANT MATTERS AMONG PRIMITIVE PEOPLES, AND THIS GOD HAS MORE LIKENESS TO MERCURY AS A CULTURE-GOD THAN TO HERACLES, GREEK WRITERS SPEAKING OF ELOQUENCE AS BINDING MEN WITH THE CHAINS OF HERMES. SEVERAL LOCAL GODS, OF AGRICULTURE, COMMERCE, AND CULTURE, WERE THUS IDENTIFIED WITH MERCURY, AND THE CELTIC MERCURY WAS SOMETIMES WORSHIPPED ON HILLTOPS, ONE OF THE EPITHETS OF THE GOD, DUMIAS, BEING CONNECTED WITH THE CELTIC WORD FOR HILL OR MOUND. IRISH GODS WERE ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH MOUNDS. MANY LOCAL GODS WERE IDENTIFIED WITH APOLLO BOTH IN HIS CAPACITY OF GOD OF HEALING AND ALSO THAT OF GOD OF LIGHT. THE TWO FUNCTIONS ARE NOT INCOMPATIBLE, AND THIS IS SUGGESTED BY THE NAME GRANNOS, GOD OF THERMAL SPRINGS BOTH IN BRITAIN AND ON THE CONTINENT. THE NAME IS CONNECTED WITH A ROOT WHICH GIVES WORDS MEANING "BURNING," "SHINING," ETC., AND FROM WHICH COMES ALSO IRISH GRIAN, "SUN." THE GOD IS STILL REMEMBERED IN A CHANT SUNG ROUND BONFIRES IN AUVERGNE. A SHEAF OF CORN IS SET ON FIRE, AND CALLED "GRANNO MIO," WHILE THE PEOPLE SING, "GRANNO, MY FRIEND; GRANNO, MY FATHER; GRANNO, MY MOTHER." 2 ANOTHER GOD OF THERMAL SPRINGS WAS BORVO, BORMO, OR BORMANUS, WHOSE NAME IS DERIVED FROM BORVO, WHENCE WELSH BERW, "BOILING," AND IS EVIDENTLY CONNECTED WITH THE BUBBLING OF THE SPRINGS. VOTIVE TABLETS INSCRIBED GRANNOS OR BORVO SHOW THAT THE OFFERERS DESIRED HEALING FOR THEMSELVES OR OTHERS. THE NAME BELENOS FOUND OVER A WIDE AREA, BUT MAINLY IN AQUILEIA, COMES FROM BELO-S, BRIGHT, AND PROBABLY MEANS "THE SHINING ONE." IT IS THUS THE NAME OF A CELTIC SUN-GOD, EQUATED WITH APOLLO IN THAT CHARACTER. IF HE IS THE BELINUS REFERRED TO BY GEOFFREY OF MONMOUTH HIS CULT MUST HAVE EXTENDED INTO BRITAIN FROM THE CONTINENT, AND HE IS OFTEN MENTIONED BY CLASSICAL WRITERS, WHILE MUCH LATER AUSONIUS SPEAKS OF HIS PRIEST IN GAUL. MANY PLACE AND PERSONAL NAMES POINT TO THE POPULARITY OF HIS CULT, AND INSCRIPTIONS SHOW THAT HE, TOO, WAS A GOD OF HEALTH AND OF HEALING-SPRINGS. THE PLANT BELINUNTIA WAS CALLED AFTER HIM AND VENERATED FOR ITS HEALING POWERS. THE SUN-GOD’S FUNCTIONS OF LIGHT AND FERTILITY EASILY PASSED OVER INTO THOSE OF HEALTH-GIVING, AS OUR STUDY OF CELTIC FESTIVALS WILL SHOW. A GOD WITH THE NAME MAPONOS, CONNECTED WITH WORDS DENOTING "YOUTHFULNESS," IS FOUND IN ENGLAND AND GAUL, EQUATED WITH APOLLO, WHO HIMSELF IS CALLED BONUS PUER IN A DACIAN INSCRIPTION. ANOTHER GOD MOGONS OR MOGOUNOS, WHOSE NAME IS DERIVED FROM MAYO, "TO INCREASE," AND SUGGESTS THE IDEA OF YOUTHFUL STRENGTH, MAY BE A FORM OF THE SUN-GOD, THOUGH SOME EVIDENCE POINTS TO HIS HAVING BEEN A SKY-GOD. THE CELTIC APOLLO IS REFERRED TO BY CLASSICAL WRITERS. DIODORUS SPEAKS OF HIS CIRCULAR TEMPLE IN AN ISLAND OF THE HYPERBOREANS, ADORNED WITH VOTIVE OFFERINGS. THE KINGS OF THE CITY WHERE THE TEMPLE STOOD, AND ITS OVERSEERS, WERE CALLED "BOREADS," AND EVERY NINETEENTH YEAR THE GOD APPEARED DANCING IN THE SKY AT THE SPRING EQUINOX. THE IDENTIFICATIONS OF THE TEMPLE WITH STONEHENGE AND OF THE BOREADS WITH THE BARDS ARE QUITE HYPOTHETICAL. APOLLONIUS SAYS THAT THE CELTS REGARDED THE WATERS OF ERIDANUS AS DUE TO THE TEARS OF APOLLO--PROBABLY A NATIVE MYTH ATTRIBUTING THE CREATION OF SPRINGS AND RIVERS TO THE TEARS OF A GOD, EQUATED BY THE GREEKS WITH APOLLO. THE CELTIC SUN-GOD, AS HAS BEEN SEEN, WAS A GOD OF HEALING SPRINGS. SOME SIXTY NAMES OR TITLES OF CELTIC WAR-GODS ARE KNOWN, GENERALLY EQUATED WITH MARS. THESE WERE PROBABLY LOCAL TRIBAL DIVINITIES REGARDED AS LEADING THEIR WORSHIPPERS TO BATTLE. SOME OF THE NAMES SHOW THAT THESE GODS WERE THOUGHT OF AS MIGHTY WARRIORS, CATURIX, "BATTLE-KING," BELATU-CADROS--A COMMON NAME IN BRITAIN--PERHAPS MEANING "COMELY IN SLAUGHTER," AND ALBIORIX, "WORLD-KING." ANOTHER NAME, RIGISAMUS, FROM RIX AND SAMUS, "LIKE TO," GIVES THE IDEA OF "KING-LIKE." TOUTATIS, TOTATIS, AND TUTATIS ARE FOUND IN INSCRIPTIONS FROM SECKAU, YORK, AND OLD CARLISLE, AND MAY BE IDENTIFIED WITH LUCAN'S TEUTATES, WHO WITH TARANIS AND ESUS MENTIONED BY HIM, IS REGARDED AS ONE OF THREE PAN-CELTIC GODS. HAD THIS BEEN THE CASE WE SHOULD HAVE EXPECTED TO FIND MANY MORE INSCRIPTIONS TO THEM. THE SCHOLIAST ON LUCAN IDENTIFIES TEUTATES NOW WITH MARS, NOW WITH MERCURY. HIS NAME IS CONNECTED WITH TEUTA, "TRIBE," AND HE IS THUS A TRIBAL WAR-GOD, REGARDED AS THE EMBODIMENT OF THE TRIBE IN ITS WARLIKE CAPACITY. NETON, A WAR-GOD OF THE ACCETANI, HAS A NAME CONNECTED WITH IRISH NIA, "WARRIOR," AND MAY BE EQUATED WITH THE IRISH WAR-GOD NET. ANOTHER GOD, CAMULOS, KNOWN FROM BRITISH AND CONTINENTAL INSCRIPTIONS, AND FIGURED ON BRITISH COINS WITH WARLIKE EMBLEMS, HAS PERHAPS SOME CONNECTION WITH CUMAL, FATHER OF FIONN, THOUGH IT IS UNCERTAIN WHETHER CUMAL WAS AN IRISH DIVINITY. ANOTHER GOD EQUATED WITH MARS IS THE GAULISH BRACIACA, GOD OF MALT. ACCORDING TO CLASSICAL WRITERS, THE CELTS WERE A DRUNKEN RACE, AND BESIDES IMPORTING QUANTITIES OF WINE, THEY HAD THEIR OWN NATIVE DRINKS, ΚΟῦΡΜΙ, THE IRISH CUIRM, AND BRACCAT, BOTH MADE FROM MALT (BRAICH). THESE WORDS, WITH THE GAULISH BRACE, "SPELT," ARE CONNECTED WITH THE NAME OF THIS GOD, WHO WAS A DIVINE PERSONIFICATION OF THE SUBSTANCE FROM WHICH THE DRINK WAS MADE WHICH PRODUCED, ACCORDING TO PRIMITIVE IDEAS, THE DIVINE FRENZY OF INTOXICATION. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHY MARS SHOULD HAVE BEEN EQUATED WITH THIS GOD. CAESAR SAYS THAT THE CELTIC JUPITER GOVERNED HEAVEN. A GOD WHO CARRIES A WHEEL, PROBABLY A SUN-GOS, AND ANOTHER, A GOD OF THUNDER, CALLED TARANIS, SEEM TO HAVE BEEN EQUATED WITH JUPITER. THE SUN-GOD WITH THE WHEEL WAS NOT EQUATED WITH APOLLO, WHO SEEMS TO HAVE REPRESENTED CELTIC SUN-GODS ONLY IN SO FAR AS THEY WERE ALSO GODS OF HEALING. IN SOME CASES, THE GOD WITH THE WHEEL CARRIES ALSO A THUNDERBOLT, AND ON SOME ALTARS, DEDICATED TO JUPITER, BOTH A WHEEL AND A THUNDERBOLT ARE FIGURED. MANY RACES HAVE SYMBOLIZED THE SUN AS A CIRCLE OR WHEEL, AND AN OLD ROMAN GOD, SUMMANUS, PROBABLY A SUN-GOD, LATER ASSIMILATED TO JUPITER, HAD AS HIS EMBLEM A WHEEL. THE CELTS HAD THE SAME SYMBOLISM, AND USED THE WHEEL SYMBOL AS AN AMULET, WHILE AT THE MIDSUMMER FESTIVALS BLAZING WHEELS, SYMBOLIZING THE SUN, WERE ROLLED DOWN A SLOPE. POSSIBLY THE GOD CARRIES A THUNDERBOLT BECAUSE THE CELTS, LIKE OTHER RACES, BELIEVED THAT LIGHTNING WAS A SPARK FROM THE SUN. THREE DIVINITIES HAVE CLAIMS TO BE THE GOD WHOM CAESAR CALLS DISPATER--A GOD WITH A HAMMER, A CROUCHING GOD CALLED CERNUNNOS, AND A GOD CALLED ESUS OR SILVANUS. POSSIBLY THE NATIVE DISPATER WAS DIFFERENTLY ENVISAGED IN DIFFERENT DISTRICTS, SO THAT THESE WOULD BE LOCAL FORMS OF ONE GOD. THE GOD TARANIS MENTIONED BY LUCAN IS PROBABLY THE TARANOOS AND TARANUCNOS OF INSCRIPTIONS, SOMETIMES EQUATED WITH JUPITER. THESE NAMES ARE CONNECTED WITH CELTIC WORDS FOR "THUNDER"; HENCE TARANIS IS A THUNDER-GOD. THE SCHOLIASTS ON LUCAN IDENTIFY HIM NOW WITH JUPITER, NOW WITH DISPATER. THIS LATTER IDENTIFICATION IS SUPPORTED BY MANY WHO REGARD THE GOD WITH THE HAMMER AS AT ONCE TARANIS AND DISPATER, THOUGH IT CANNOT BE PROVED THAT THE GOD WITH THE HAMMER IS TARANIS. ON ONE INSCRIPTION THE HAMMER-GOD IS CALLED SUCELLOS; HENCE WE MAY REGARD TARANIS AS A DISTINCT DEITY, A THUNDER-GOD, EQUATED WITH JUPITER, AND POSSIBLY REPRESENTED BY THE TARAN OF THE WELSH TALE OF KULHWYCH. PRIMITIVE MEN, WHOSE ONLY WEAPON AND TOOL WAS A STONE AXE OR HAMMER, MUST HAVE REGARDED IT AS A SYMBOL OF FORCE, THEN OF SUPERNATURAL FORCE, HENCE OF DIVINITY. IT IS REPRESENTED ON REMAINS OF THE STONE AGE, AND THE AXE WAS A DIVINE SYMBOL TO THE MYCENAEANS, A HIEROGLYPH OF NETER TO THE EGYPTIANS, AND A WORSHIPFUL OBJECT TO POLYNESIANS AND CHALDEANS. THE CULT OF AXE OR HAMMER MAY HAVE BEEN WIDESPREAD, AND TO THE CELTS, AS TO MANY OTHER PEOPLES, IT WAS A DIVINE SYMBOL. THUS, IT DOES NOT NECESSARILY DENOTE A THUNDERBOLT, BUT RATHER POWER AND MIGHT, AND POSSIBLY, AS THE TOOL WHICH SHAPED THINGS, CREATIVE MIGHT. THE CELTS MADE EX VOTO HAMMERS OF LEAD, OR USED AXE-HEADS AS AMULETS, OR FIGURED THEM ON ALTARS AND COINS, AND THEY ALSO PLACED THE HAMMER IN THE HAND OF A GOD. THE GOD WITH THE HAMMER IS A GRACIOUS BEARDED FIGURE, CLAD IN GAULISH DRESS, AND HE CARRIES ALSO A CUP. HIS PLASTIC TYPE IS DERIVED FROM THAT OF THE ALEXANDRIAN SERAPIS, RULER OF THE UNDERWORLD, AND THAT OF HADES-PLUTO. HIS EMBLEMS, ESPECIALLY THAT OF THE HAMMER, ARE ALSO THOSE OF THE PLUTO OF THE ETRUSCANS, WITH WHOM THE CELTS HAD BEEN IN CONTACT. HE IS THUS A CELTIC DISPATER, AN UNDERWORLD GOD, POSSIBLY AT ONE TIME AN EARTH-GOD AND CERTAINLY A GOD OF FERTILITY, AND ANCESTOR OF THE CELTIC FOLK. IN SOME CASES, LIKE SERAPIS, HE CARRIES A MODIUS ON HIS HEAD, AND THIS, LIKE THE CUP, IS AN EMBLEM OF CHTHONIAN GODS, AND A SYMBOL OF THE FERTILITY OF THE SOIL. THE GOD BEING BENEVOLENT, HIS HAMMER, LIKE THE TOOL WITH WHICH MAN FORMS SO MANY THINGS, COULD ONLY BE A SYMBOL OF CREATIVE FORCE. AS AN ANCESTOR OF THE CELTS, THE GOD IS NATURALLY REPRESENTED IN CELTIC DRESS. IN ONE BAS-RELIEF HE IS CALLED SUCELLOS, AND HAS A CONSORT, NANTOSVELTA. VARIOUS MEANINGS HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED TO "SUCELLOS," BUT IT PROBABLY DENOTES THE GOD’S POWER OF STRIKING WITH THE HAMMER. M. D'ARBOIS HENCE REGARDS HIM AS A GOD OF BLIGHT AND DEATH, LIKE BALOR. BUT THOUGH THIS CELTIC DISPATER WAS A GOD OF THE DEAD WHO LIVED ON IN THE UNDERWORLD, HE WAS NOT NECESSARILY A DESTRUCTIVE GOD. THE UNDERWORLD GOD WAS THE GOD FROM WHOM OR FROM WHOSE KINGDOM MEN CAME FORTH, AND HE WAS ALSO A GOD OF FERTILITY. TO THIS WE SHALL RETURN. 2. A BEARDED GOD, PROBABLY SQUATTING, WITH HORNS FROM EACH OF WHICH HANGS A TORQUE, IS REPRESENTED ON AN ALTAR FOUND AT PARIS. HE IS CALLED CERNUNNOS, PERHAPS "THE HORNED," FROM CERNA, "HORN," AND A WHOLE GROUP OF NAMELESS GODS, WITH SIMILAR OR ADDITIONAL ATTRIBUTES, HAVE AFFINITIES WITH HIM. (A) A BRONZE STATUETTE FROM AUTUN REPRESENTS A SIMILAR FIGURE, PROBABLY HORNED, WHO PRESENTS A TORQUE TO TWO RAM'S HEADED SERPENTS. FIXED ABOVE HIS EARS ARE TWO SMALL HEADS. ON A MONUMENT FROM VANDŒUVRES IS A SQUATTING HORNED GOD, PRESSING A SACK. TWO GENII STAND BESIDE HIM ON A SERPENT, WHILE ONE OF THEM HOLDS A TORQUE. (B) ANOTHER SQUATTING HORNED FIGURE WITH A TORQUE OCCURS ON AN ALTAR FROM REIMS. HE PRESSES A BAG, FROM WHICH GRAIN ESCAPES, AND ON IT AN OX AND STAG ARE FEEDING. A RAT IS REPRESENTED ON THE PEDIMENT ABOVE, AND ON EITHER SIDE STAND APOLLO AND MERCURY. ON THE ALTAR OF SAINTES IS A SQUATTING BUT HEADLESS GOD WITH TORQUE AND PURSE. BESIDE HIM IS A GODDESS WITH A CORNUCOPIA, AND A SMALLER DIVINITY WITH A CORNUCOPIA AND AN APPLE. A SIMILAR SQUATTING FIGURE, SUPPORTED BY MALE AND FEMALE DEITIES, IS REPRESENTED ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ALTAR. 5 ON THE ALTAR OF BEAUNE ARE THREE FIGURES, ONE HORNED WITH A CORNUCOPIA, ANOTHER THREE-HEADED, HOLDING A BASKET. 6 THREE FIGURES, ONE FEMALE, AND TWO MALES ARE FOUND ON THE DENNEVY ALTAR. ONE GOD IS THREE-FACED, THE OTHER HAS A CORNUCOPIA, WHICH HE OFFERS TO A SERPENT. (C) ANOTHER IMAGE REPRESENTS A THREE-FACED GOD, HOLDING A SERPENT WITH A RAM'S HEAD. (D) ABOVE A SEATED GOD AND GODDESS ON AN ALTAR FROM MALMAISON IS A BLOCK CARVED TO REPRESENT THREE FACES. TO BE COMPARED WITH THESE ARE SEVEN STELES FROM REIMS, EACH WITH A TRIPLE FACE BUT ONLY ONE PAIR OF EYES. ABOVE SOME OF THESE IS A RAM'S HEAD. ON AN EIGHTH STELE THE HEADS ARE SEPARATED. CERNUNNOS MAY THUS HAVE BEEN REGARDED AS A THREE-HEADED, HORNED, SQUATTING GOD, WITH A TORQUE AND RAM'S-HEADED SERPENT. BUT A HORNED GOD IS SOMETIMES A MEMBER OF A TRIAD, PERHAPS REPRESENTING MYTHS IN WHICH CERNUNNOS WAS ASSOCIATED WITH OTHER GODS. THE THREE-HEADED GOD MAY BE THE SAME AS THE HORNED GOD, THOUGH ON THE BEAUNE ALTAR THEY ARE DISTINCT. THE VARIOUS REPRESENTATIONS ARE LINKED TOGETHER, BUT IT IS NOT CERTAIN THAT ALL ARE VARYING TYPES OF ONE GOD. HORNS, TORQUE, HORNED SNAKE, OR EVEN THE TRIPLE HEAD MAY HAVE BEEN SYMBOLS PERTAINING TO MORE THAN ONE GOD, THOUGH GENERALLY ASSOCIATED WITH CERNUNNOS. THE SQUATTING ATTITUDE OF THE GOD HAS BEEN DIFFERENTLY EXPLAINED, AND ITS AFFINITIES REGARDED NOW AS BUDDHIST, NOW AS GRECO-EGYPTIAN. 3 BUT IF THE GOD IS A DISPATER, AND THE ANCESTRAL GOD OF THE CELTS, IT IS NATURAL, AS M. MOWAT POINTS OUT, TO REPRESENT HIM IN THE TYPICAL ATTITUDE OF THE GAUL’S WHEN SITTING, SINCE THEY DID NOT USE SEATS. 4 WHILE THE HORNS WERE PROBABLY, SYMBOLS OF POWER AND WORN ALSO BY CHIEFS ON THEIR HELMETS, 5 THEY MAY ALSO SHOW THAT THE GOD WAS AN ANTHROPOMORPHIC FORM OF AN EARLIER ANIMAL GOD, LIKE THE WOLF-SKIN OF OTHER GODS. HENCE ALSO HORNED ANIMALS WOULD BE REGARDED AS SYMBOLS OF THE GOD, AND THIS MAY ACCOUNT FOR THEIR PRESENCE ON THE REIMS MONUMENT. ANIMALS ARE SOMETIMES REPRESENTED BESIDE THE DIVINITIES WHO WERE THEIR ANTHROPOMORPHIC FORMS. SIMILARLY, THE RAM'S-HEADED SERPENT POINTS TO ANIMAL WORSHIP. BUT ITS PRESENCE WITH THREE-HEADED AND HORNED GODS IS ENIGMATIC, THOUGH, AS WILL BE SEEN LATER, IT MAY HAVE BEEN CONNECTED WITH A CULT OF THE DEAD, WHILE THE SERPENT WAS A CHTHONIAN ANIMAL 2 THESE GODS WERE GODS OF FERTILITY AND OF THE UNDERWORLD OF THE DEAD. WHILE THE BAG OR PURSE (INTERCHANGEABLE WITH THE CORNUCOPIA) WAS A SYMBOL OF MERCURY, IT WAS ALSO A SYMBOL OF PLUTO, AND THIS MAY POINT TO THE FACT THAT THE GODS WHO BEAR IT HAD THE SAME CHARACTER AS PLUTO. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TORQUE IS ALSO DOUBTFUL, BUT THE GAUL’S OFFERED TORQUES TO THE GODS, AND THEY MAY HAVE BEEN REGARDED AS VEHICLES OF THE WARRIOR'S STRENGTH WHICH PASSED FROM HIM TO THE GOD TO WHOM THE VICTOR PRESENTED IT. THOUGH MANY ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO PROVE THE NON-CELTIC ORIGIN OF THE THREE-HEADED DIVINITIES OR OF THEIR IMAGES, THERE IS NO REASON WHY THE CONCEPTION SHOULD NOT BE CELTIC, BASED ON SOME MYTH NOW LOST TO US. THE CELTS HAD A CULT OF HUMAN HEADS, AND FIXED THEM UP ON THEIR HOUSES IN ORDER TO OBTAIN THE PROTECTION OF THE GHOST. BODIES OR HEADS OF DEAD WARRIORS HAD A PROTECTIVE INFLUENCE ON THEIR LAND OR TRIBE, AND MYTH TOLD HOW THE HEAD OF THE GOD BRAN SAVED HIS COUNTRY FROM INVASION. IN OTHER MYTHS HUMAN HEADS SPEAK AFTER BEING CUT OFF. IT MIGHT THUS EASILY HAVE BEEN BELIEVED THAT THE REPRESENTATION OF A GOD’S HEAD HAD A STILL MORE POWERFUL PROTECTIVE INFLUENCE, ESPECIALLY WHEN IT WAS TRIPLICATED, THUS LOOKING IN ALL DIRECTIONS, LIKE JANUS. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TRIAD ON THESE MONUMENTS IS UNCERTAIN, BUT SINCE THE SUPPORTING DIVINITIES ARE NOW MALE, NOW FEMALE, NOW MALE AND FEMALE, IT PROBABLY REPRESENTS MYTHS OF WHICH THE HORNED OR THREE-HEADED GOD WAS THE CENTRAL FIGURE. PERHAPS WE SHALL NOT BE FAR WRONG IN REGARDING SUCH GODS, ON THE WHOLE, AS CERNUNNOS, A GOD OF ABUNDANCE TO JUDGE BY HIS EMBLEMS, AND BY THE CORNUCOPIA HELD BY HIS COMPANIONS, PROBABLY DIVINITIES OF FERTILITY. IN CERTAIN CASES, FIGURES OF SQUATTING AND HORNED GODDESSES WITH CORNUCOPIA OCCUR. THESE MAY BE CONSORTS OF CERNUNNOS, AND PERHAPS PRECEDED HIM IN ORIGIN. WE MAY ALSO GO FURTHER AND SEE IN THIS GOD OF ABUNDANCE AND FERTILITY AT ONCE AN EARTH AND AN UNDER-EARTH GOD, SINCE EARTH AND UNDER-EARTH ARE MUCH THE SAME TO PRIMITIVE THOUGHT, AND FERTILITY SPRINGS FROM BELOW THE EARTH'S SURFACE. THUS, CERNUNNOS WOULD BE ANOTHER FORM OF THE CELTIC DISPATER. GENERALLY SPEAKING, THE IMAGES OF CERNUNNOS ARE NOT FOUND WHERE THOSE OF THE GOD WITH THE HAMMER (DISPATER) ARE MOST NUMEROUS. THESE TWO TYPES MAY THUS BE DIFFERENT LOCAL FORMS OF DISPATER. THE SQUATTING ATTITUDE OF CERNUNNOS IS NATURAL IN THE IMAGE OF THE ANCESTOR OF A PEOPLE WHO SQUATTED. AS TO THE SYMBOLS OF PLENTY, WE KNOW THAT PLUTO WAS CONFOUNDED WITH PLUTUS, THE GOD OF RICHES, BECAUSE CORN AND MINERALS CAME OUT OF THE EARTH, AND WERE THUS THE GIFTS OF AN EARTH OR UNDER-EARTH GOD. CELTIC MYTH MAY HAVE HAD THE SAME CONFUSION. ON A PARIS ALTAR AND ON CERTAIN STELES A GOD ATTACKS A SERPENT WITH A CLUB. THE SERPENT IS A CHTHONIAN ANIMAL, AND THE GOD, CALLED SMERTULLOS, MAY BE A DISPATER. GODS WHO ARE ANTHROPOMORPHIC FORMS OF EARLIER ANIMAL DIVINITIES, SOMETIMES HAVE THE ANIMALS AS SYMBOLS OR ATTENDANTS, OR ARE REGARDED AS HOSTILE TO THEM. IN SOME CASES, DISPATER MAY HAVE OUTGROWN THE SERPENT SYMBOLISM, THE SERPENT BEING REGARDED LOCALLY AS HIS FOE; THIS ASSUMES THAT THE GOD WITH THE CLUB IS THE SAME AS THE GOD WITH THE HAMMER. BUT IN THE CASE OF CERNUNNOS THE ANIMAL REMAINED AS HIS SYMBOL. DISPATER WAS A GOD OF GROWTH AND FERTILITY, AND BESIDES BEING LORD OF THE UNDERWORLD OF THE DEAD, NOT NECESSARILY A DARK REGION OR THE ABODE OF "DARK" GODS AS IS SO OFTEN ASSUMED BY WRITERS ON CELTIC RELIGION, HE WAS ANCESTOR OF THE LIVING. THIS MAY MERELY HAVE MEANT THAT, AS IN OTHER MYTHOLOGIES, MEN CAME TO THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH FROM AN UNDERGROUND REGION, LIKE ALL THINGS WHOSE ROOTS STRUCK DEEP DOWN INTO THE EARTH. THE LORD OF THE UNDERWORLD WOULD THEN EASILY BE REGARDED AS THEIR ANCESTOR. 3. THE HAMMER AND THE CUP ARE ALSO THE SYMBOLS OF A GOD CALLED SILVANUS, IDENTIFIED BY M. MOWAT WITH ESUS, 2 A GOD REPRESENTED CUTTING DOWN A TREE WITH AN AXE. AXE AND HAMMER, HOWEVER, ARE NOT NECESSARILY IDENTICAL, AND THE SYMBOLS ARE THOSE OF DISPATER, AS HAS BEEN SEEN. A PURELY SUPERFICIAL CONNECTION BETWEEN THE ROMAN SILVANUS AND THE CELTIC DISPATER MAY HAVE BEEN FOUND BY GALLO-ROMAN ARTISTS IN THE FACT THAT BOTH WEAR A WOLF-SKIN, WHILE THERE MAY ONCE HAVE BEEN A CELTIC WOLF TOTEM-GOD OF THE DEAD. THE ROMAN GOD WAS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE WOLF. THIS MIGHT BE REGARDED AS ONE OUT OF MANY EXAMPLES OF A MERE SUPERFICIAL ASSIMILATION OF ROMAN AND CELTIC DIVINITIES, BUT IN THIS CASE, THEY STILL KEPT CERTAIN SYMBOLS OF THE NATIVE DISPATER--THE CUP AND HAMMER. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] OF COURSE, SINCE THE LATTER WAS ALSO A GOD OF FERTILITY, THERE WAS HERE ANOTHER LINK WITH SILVANUS, A GOD OF WOODS AND VEGETATION. THE CULT OF THE GOD WAS WIDESPREAD--IN SPAIN, S. GAUL, THE RHINE PROVINCES, CISALPINE GAUL, CENTRAL EUROPE AND BRITAIN. BUT ONE INSCRIPTION GIVES THE NAME SELVANOS, AND IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE THAT THERE WAS A NATIVE GOD SELVANUS. IF SO, HIS NAME MAY HAVE BEEN DERIVED FROM SELVA, "POSSESSION," IRISH SEALBH, "POSSESSION," "CATTLE," AND HE MAY HAVE BEEN A CHTHONIAN GOD OF RICHES, WHICH IN PRIMITIVE COMMUNITIES CONSISTED OF CATTLE. DOMESTIC ANIMALS, IN CELTIC MYTHOLOGY, WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE COME FROM THE GOD’S LAND. SELVANUS WOULD THUS BE EASILY IDENTIFIED WITH SILVANUS, A GOD OF FLOCKS. THUS, THE CELTIC DISPATER HAD VARIOUS NAMES AND FORMS IN DIFFERENT REGIONS, AND COULD BE ASSIMILATED TO DIFFERENT FOREIGN GODS. SINCE EARTH AND UNDER-EARTH ARE SO NEARLY CONNECTED, THIS DIVINITY MAY ONCE HAVE BEEN AN EARTH-GOD, AND AS SUCH PERHAPS TOOK THE PLACE OF AN EARLIER EARTH-MOTHER, WHO NOW BECAME HIS CONSORT OR HIS MOTHER. ON A MONUMENT FROM SALZBACH, DISPATER IS ACCOMPANIED BY A GODDESS CALLED AERACURA, HOLDING A BASKET OF FRUIT, AND ON ANOTHER MONUMENT FROM OBER-SEEBACH, THE COMPANION OF DISPATER HOLDS A CORNUCOPIA. IN THE LATTER INSTANCE DISPATER HOLDS A HAMMER AND CUP, AND THE GODDESS MAY BE AERACURA. AERACURA IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH DISPATER IN SEVERAL INSCRIPTIONS. 2 IT IS NOT YET CERTAIN THAT SHE IS A CELTIC GODDESS, BUT HER PRESENCE WITH THIS EVIDENTLY CELTIC GOD IS ALMOST SUFFICIENT PROOF OF THE FACT. SHE MAY THUS REPRESENT THE OLD EARTH-GODDESS, WHOSE PLACE THE NATIVE DISPATER GRADUALLY USURPED. LUCAN MENTIONS A GOD ESUS, WHO IS REPRESENTED ON A PARIS ALTAR AS A WOODMAN CUTTING DOWN A TREE, THE BRANCHES OF WHICH ARE CARRIED ROUND TO THE NEXT SIDE OF THE ALTAR, ON WHICH IS REPRESENTED A BULL WITH THREE CRANES--TARVOS TRIGARANOS. THE SAME FIGURE, UNNAMED, OCCURS ON ANOTHER ALTAR AT TRÈVES, BUT IN THIS CASE THE BULL'S HEAD APPEARS IN THE BRANCHES, AND ON THEM SIT THE BIRDS. M. REINACH APPLIES ONE FORMULA TO THE SUBJECTS OF THESE ALTARS--"THE DIVINE WOODMAN HEWS THE TREE OF THE BULL WITH THREE CRANES." THE WHOLE REPRESENTS SOME MYTH UNKNOWN TO US, BUT M. D'ARBOIS FINDS IN IT SOME ALLUSION TO EVENTS IN THE CÚCHULAINN SAGA. TO THIS WE SHALL RETURN. BULL AND TREE ARE PERHAPS BOTH DIVINE, AND IF THE ANIMAL, LIKE THE IMAGES OF THE DIVINE BULL, IS THREE-HORNED, THEN THE THREE CRANES (GARANUS, "CRANE") MAY BE A REBUS FOR THREE-HORNED (TRIKERAS), OR MORE PROBABLY THREE-HEADED (TRIKARENOS). IN THIS CASE WOODMAN, TREE, AND BULL MIGHT ALL BE REPRESENTATIVES OF A GOD OF VEGETATION. IN EARLY RITUAL, HUMAN, ANIMAL, OR ARBOREAL REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GOD WERE PERIODICALLY DESTROYED TO ENSURE FERTILITY, BUT WHEN THE GOD BECAME SEPARATED FROM THESE REPRESENTATIVES, THE DESTRUCTION OR SLAYING WAS REGARDED AS A SACRIFICE TO THE GOD, AND MYTHS AROSE TELLING HOW HE HAD ONCE SLAIN THE ANIMAL. IN THIS CASE, TREE AND BULL, REALLY IDENTICAL, WOULD BE MYTHICALLY REGARDED AS DESTROYED BY THE GOD WHOM THEY HAD ONCE REPRESENTED. IF ESUS WAS A GOD OF VEGETATION, ONCE REPRESENTED BY A TREE, THIS WOULD EXPLAIN WHY, AS THE SCHOLIAST ON LUCAN RELATES, HUMAN SACRIFICES TO ESUS WERE SUSPENDED FROM A TREE. ESUS WAS WORSHIPPED AT PARIS AND AT TRÈVES; A COIN WITH THE NAME ÆSUS WAS FOUND IN ENGLAND; AND PERSONAL NAMES LIKE ESUGENOS, "SON OF ESUS," AND ESUNERTUS, "HE WHO HAS THE STRENGTH OF ESUS," OCCUR IN ENGLAND, FRANCE, AND SWITZERLAND. THUS, THE CULT OF THIS GOD MAY HAVE BEEN COMPARATIVELY WIDESPREAD. BUT THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT HE WAS A CELTIC JEHOVAH OR A MEMBER, WITH TEUTATES AND TARANIS, OF A PAN-CELTIC TRIAD, OR THAT THIS TRIAD, INTRODUCED BY GAUL’S, WAS NOT ACCEPTED BY THE DRUIDS. HAD SUCH A GREAT TRIAD EXISTED, SOME INSTANCE OF THE OCCURRENCE OF THE THREE NAMES ON ONE INSCRIPTION WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE BEEN FOUND. LUCAN DOES NOT REFER TO THE GODS AS A TRIAD, NOR AS GODS OF ALL THE CELTS, OR EVEN OF ONE TRIBE. HE LAYS STRESS MERELY ON THE FACT THAT THEY WERE WORSHIPPED WITH HUMAN SACRIFICE, AND THEY WERE APPARENTLY MORE OR LESS WELL-KNOWN LOCAL GODS. THE INSULAR CELTS BELIEVED THAT SOME OF THEIR GODS LIVED ON OR IN HILLS. WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER SUCH A BELIEF WAS ENTERTAINED BY THE GAUL’S, THOUGH SOME OF THEIR DEITIES WERE WORSHIPPED ON HILLS, LIKE THE PUY DE DOME. THERE IS ALSO EVIDENCE OF MOUNTAIN WORSHIP AMONG THEM. ONE INSCRIPTION RUNS, "TO THE MOUNTAINS"; A GOD OF THE PENNINE ALPS, PŒNINUS, WAS EQUATED WITH JUPITER; AND THE GOD OF THE VOSGES MOUNTAINS WAS CALLED VOSEGUS, PERHAPS STILL SURVIVING IN THE GIANT SUPPOSED TO HAUNT THEM. CERTAIN GROUPED GODS, DII CASSES, WERE WORSHIPPED BY CELTS ON THE RIGHT BANK OF THE RHINE, BUT NOTHING IS KNOWN REGARDING THEIR FUNCTIONS, UNLESS THEY WERE ROAD GODS. THE NAME MEANS "BEAUTIFUL" OR "PLEASANT," AND CASSI APPEARS IN PERSONAL AND TRIBAL NAMES, AND ALSO IN CASSITERIDES, AN EARLY NAME OF BRITAIN, PERHAPS SIGNIFYING THAT THE NEW LANDS WERE "MORE BEAUTIFUL" THAN THOSE THE CELTS HAD LEFT. WHEN TIN WAS DISCOVERED IN BRITAIN, THE MEDITERRANEAN TRADERS CALLED IT ΚΑΣΣΊΤΕΡΟΣ AFTER THE NAME OF THE PLACE WHERE IT WAS FOUND, AS CUPREUS, "COPPER," WAS SO CALLED FROM CYPRUS. MANY LOCAL TUTELAR DIVINITIES WERE ALSO WORSHIPPED. WHEN A NEW SETTLEMENT WAS FOUNDED, IT WAS PLACED UNDER THE PROTECTION OF A TRIBAL GOD, OR THE NAME OF SOME DIVINIZED RIVER ON WHOSE BANKS THE VILLAGE WAS PLACED, PASSED TO THE VILLAGE ITSELF, AND THE DIVINITY BECAME ITS PROTECTOR. THUS DEA BIBRACTE, NEMAUSUS, AND VASIO WERE TUTELAR DIVINITIES OF BIBRACTE, NIMES, AND VAISON. OTHER PLACES WERE CALLED AFTER BELENOS, OR A GROUP OF DIVINITIES, USUALLY THE MATRES WITH A LOCAL EPITHET, WATCHED OVER A CERTAIN DISTRICT. THE FOUNDING OF A TOWN WAS CELEBRATED IN AN ANNUAL FESTIVAL, WITH SACRIFICES AND LIBATIONS TO THE PROTECTING DEITY, A PRACTICE COMBATED BY S. ELOI IN THE EIGHTH CENTURY. BUT THE CUSTOM OF ASSOCIATING A DIVINITY WITH A TOWN OR REGION WAS A GREAT HELP TO PATRIOTISM. THOSE WHO FOUGHT FOR THEIR HOMES FELT THAT THEY WERE FIGHTING FOR THEIR GODS, WHO ALSO FOUGHT ON THEIR SIDE. SEVERAL INSCRIPTIONS, "TO THE GENIUS OF THE PLACE," OCCUR IN BRITAIN, AND THERE ARE A FEW TRACES OF TUTELAR GODS IN IRISH TEXTS, BUT GENERALLY LOCAL SAINTS HAD TAKEN THEIR PLACE. THE CELTIC CULT OF GODDESSES TOOK TWO FORMS, THAT OF INDIVIDUAL AND THAT OF GROUPED GODDESSES, THE LATTER MUCH MORE NUMEROUS THAN THE GROUPED GODS. INDIVIDUAL GODDESSES WERE WORSHIPPED AS CONSORTS OF GODS, OR AS SEPARATE PERSONALITIES, AND IN THE LATTER CASE THE CULT WAS SOMETIMES FAR EXTENDED. STILL MORE POPULAR WAS THE CULT OF GROUPED GODDESSES. OF THESE THE MATRES, LIKE SOME INDIVIDUAL GODDESSES, WERE PROBABLY EARLY EARTH-MOTHERS, AND SINCE THE PRIMITIVE FERTILITY-CULTS INCLUDED ALL THAT MIGHT THEN BE SUMMED UP AS "CIVILIZATION," SUCH GODDESSES HAD ALREADY MANY FUNCTIONS, AND MIGHT THE MORE READILY BECOME DIVINITIES OF SPECIAL CRAFTS OR EVEN OF WAR. MANY INDIVIDUAL GODDESSES ARE KNOWN ONLY BY THEIR NAMES, AND WERE OF A PURELY LOCAL CHARACTER. SOME LOCAL GODDESSES WITH DIFFERENT NAMES BUT SIMILAR FUNCTIONS ARE EQUATED WITH THE SAME ROMAN GODDESS; OTHERS WERE NEVER SO EQUATED. THE CELTIC MINERVA, OR THE GODDESSES EQUATED WITH HER, "TAUGHT THE ELEMENTS OF INDUSTRY AND THE ARTS," AND IS THUS THE EQUIVALENT OF THE IRISH BRIGIT. HER FUNCTIONS ARE IN KEEPING WITH THE POSITION OF WOMAN AS THE FIRST CIVILIZER--DISCOVERING AGRICULTURE, SPINNING, THE ART OF POTTERY, ETC. DURING THIS PERIOD GODDESSES WERE CHIEFLY WORSHIPPED, AND THOUGH THE CELTS HAD LONG OUTGROWN THIS PRIMITIVE STAGE, SUCH CULTURE-GODDESSES STILL RETAINED THEIR IMPORTANCE. A GODDESS EQUATED WITH MINERVA IN SOUTHERN FRANCE AND BRITAIN IS BELISAMA, PERHAPS FROM QVAL, "TO BURN" OR "SHINE." HENCE, SHE MAY HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH A CULT OF FIRE, LIKE BRIGIT AND LIKE ANOTHER GODDESS SUL, EQUATED WITH MINERVA AT BATH AND IN HESSE, AND IN WHOSE TEMPLE PERPETUAL FIRES BURNED. SHE WAS ALSO A GODDESS OF HOT SPRINGS. BELISAMA GAVE HER NAME TO THE MERSEY, AND MANY GODDESSES IN CELTIC MYTH ARE ASSOCIATED WITH RIVERS. SOME WAR-GODDESSES ARE ASSOCIATED WITH MARS--NEMETONA (IN BRITAIN AND GERMANY), PERHAPS THE SAME AS THE IRISH NEMON, AND CATHUBODUA, IDENTICAL WITH THE IRISH WAR-GODDESS BADB-CATHA, "BATTLE-CROW," WHO TORE THE BODIES OF THE SLAIN. ANOTHER GODDESS ANDRASTA, "INVINCIBLE," PERHAPS THE SAME AS THE ANDARTA OF THE VOCONCES, WAS WORSHIPPED BY THE PEOPLE OF BOUDICCA WITH HUMAN SACRIFICES, LIKE THE NATIVE BELLONA OF THE SCORDISCI. A GODDESS OF THE CHASE WAS IDENTIFIED WITH ARTEMIS IN GALATIA, WHERE SHE HAD A PRIESTESS CAMMA, AND ALSO IN THE WEST. AT THE FEAST OF THE GALATIAN GODDESS DOGS WERE CROWNED WITH FLOWERS, HER WORSHIPPERS FEASTED AND A SACRIFICE WAS MADE TO HER, FEAST AND SACRIFICE BEING PROVIDED OUT OF MONEY LAID ASIDE FOR EVERY ANIMAL TAKEN IN THE CHASE. OTHER GODDESSES WERE EQUATED WITH DIANA, AND ONE OF HER STATUES WAS DESTROYED IN CHRISTIAN TIMES AT TRÈVES. THESE GODDESSES MAY HAVE BEEN THOUGHT OF AS RUSHING THROUGH THE FOREST WITH AN ATTENDANT TRAIN, SINCE IN LATER TIMES DIANA, WITH WHOM THEY WERE COMPLETELY ASSIMILATED, BECAME, LIKE HOLDA, THE LEADER OF THE "FURIOUS HOST" AND ALSO OF WITCHES' REVELS. THE LIFE OF CAESARIUS OF ARLES SPEAKS OF A "DEMON" CALLED DIANA BY THE RUSTICS. A BRONZE STATUETTE REPRESENTS THE GODDESS RIDING A WILD BOAR, HER SYMBOL AND, LIKE HERSELF, A CREATURE OF THE FOREST, BUT AT AN EARLIER TIME ITSELF A DIVINITY OF WHOM THE GODDESS BECAME THE ANTHROPOMORPHIC FORM. GODDESSES, THE EARLIER SPIRITS OF THE WATERS, PROTECTED RIVERS AND SPRINGS, OR WERE ASSOCIATED WITH GODS OF HEALING WELLS. DIRONA OR SIRONA IS ASSOCIATED WITH GRANNOS MAINLY IN EASTERN GAUL AND THE RHINE PROVINCES, AND IS SOMETIMES REPRESENTED CARRYING GRAPES AND GRAIN. THUS, THIS GODDESS MAY ONCE HAVE BEEN CONNECTED WITH FERTILITY, PERHAPS AN EARTH-MOTHER, AND IF HER NAME MEANS "THE LONG-LIVED," THIS WOULD BE AN APPROPRIATE TITLE FOR AN EARTH-GODDESS. ANOTHER GODDESS, STANNA, MENTIONED IN AN INSCRIPTION AT PERIGUEUX, IS PERHAPS [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] "THE STANDING OR ABIDING ONE," AND THUS MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN AN EARTH-GODDESS. GRANNOS WAS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE LOCAL GODDESSES VESUNNA AND AVENTIA, WHO GAVE THEIR NAMES TO VESONA AND AVANCHE. HIS STATUE ALSO STOOD IN THE TEMPLE OF THE GODDESS OF THE SEINE, SEQUANA. WITH BORMO WERE ASSOCIATED BORMANA IN SOUTHERN GAUL, AND DAMONA IN EASTERN GAUL--PERHAPS AN ANIMAL GODDESS, SINCE THE ROOT OF HER NAME OCCURS IN IRISH DAM, "OX," AND WELSH DAFAD, "SHEEP." DEA BRIXIA WAS THE CONSORT OF LUXOVIUS, GOD OF THE WATERS OF LUXEUIL. NAMES OF OTHER GODDESSES OF THE WATERS ARE FOUND ON EX VOTOS AND PLAQUES WHICH WERE PLACED IN OR NEAR THEM. THE ROMAN NYMPHAE, SOMETIMES ASSOCIATED WITH BORMO, WERE THE EQUIVALENTS OF THE CELTIC WATER-GODDESSES, WHO SURVIVED IN THE WATER-FAIRIES OF LATER FOLK-BELIEF. SOME RIVER-GODDESSES GAVE THEIR NAMES TO MANY RIVERS IN THE CELTIC AREA--THE NUMEROUS AVONS BEING NAMED FROM ABNOBA, GODDESS OF THE SOURCES OF THE DANUBE, AND THE MANY DEES AND DIVES FROM DIVONA. CLOTA WAS GODDESS OF THE CLYDE, SABRINA HAD HER THRONE "BENEATH THE TRANSLUCENT WAVE" OF THE SEVERN, ICAUNA WAS GODDESS OF THE YONNE, SEQUANA OF THE SEINE, AND SINNAN OF THE SHANNON. IN SOME CASES, FORESTS WERE RULED BY GODDESSES--THAT OF THE ARDENNES BY DEA ARDUINNA, AND THE BLACK FOREST, PERHAPS BECAUSE OF THE MANY WATERS IN IT, BY DEA ABNOBA. WHILE SOME GODDESSES ARE KNOWN ONLY BY BEING ASSOCIATED WITH A GOD, ROSMERTA WITH MERCURY IN EASTERN GAUL, OTHERS HAVE REMAINED SEPARATE, LIKE EPONA, PERHAPS A RIVER-GODDESS MERGED WITH AN ANIMAL DIVINITY, AND KNOWN FROM INSCRIPTIONS AS A HORSE-GODDESS. BUT THE MOST STRIKING INSTANCE IS FOUND IN THE GROUPED GODDESSES. OF THESE THE DEAE MATRES, WHOSE NAME HAS TAKEN A LATIN FORM AND WHOSE CULT EXTENDED TO THE TEUTONS, ARE MENTIONED IN MANY INSCRIPTIONS ALL OVER THE CELTIC AREA, SAVE IN EAST AND NORTH-WEST GAUL. IN ART THEY ARE USUALLY REPRESENTED AS THREE IN NUMBER, HOLDING FRUIT, FLOWERS, A CORNUCOPIA, OR AN INFANT. THEY WERE THUS GODDESSES OF FERTILITY, AND PROBABLY DERIVED FROM A CULT OF A GREAT MOTHER-GODDESS, THE EARTH PERSONIFIED. SHE MAY HAVE SURVIVED AS A GODDESS BERECYNTHIA; WORSHIPPED AT AUTUN, WHERE HER IMAGE WAS BORNE THROUGH THE FIELDS TO PROMOTE FERTILITY, OR AS THE GODDESSES EQUATED WITH DEMETER AND KORE, WORSHIPPED BY WOMEN ON AN ISLAND NEAR BRITAIN. SUCH CULTS OF A MOTHER-GODDESS LIE BEHIND MANY RELIGIOUS, BUT GRADUALLY HER PLACE WAS TAKEN BY AN EARTH-GOD, THE CELTIC DISPATER OR DAGDA, WHOSE CONSORT THE GODDESS BECAME. SHE MAY THEREFORE BE THE GODDESS WITH THE CORNUCOPIA, ON MONUMENTS OF THE HORNED GOD, OR AERACURA, CONSORT OF DISPATER, OR A GODDESS ON A MONUMENT AT EPINAL HOLDING A BASKET OF FRUIT AND A CORNUCOPIA, AND ACCOMPANIED BY A RAM'S-HEADED SERPENT. THESE SYMBOLS SHOW THAT THIS GODDESS WAS AKIN TO THE MATRES. BUT SHE SOMETIMES PRESERVED HER INDIVIDUALITY, AS IN THE CASE OF BERECYNTHIA AND THE MATRES, THOUGH IT IS NOT QUITE CLEAR WHY SHE SHOULD HAVE BEEN THUS TRIPLY MULTIPLIED. A SIMILAR PHENOMENON IS FOUND IN THE CLOSE CONNECTION OF DEMETER AND PERSEPHONE, WHILE THE CELTS REGARDED THREE AS A SACRED NUMBER. THE PRIMITIVE DIVISION OF THE YEAR INTO THREE SEASONS--SPRING, SUMMER, AND WINTER--MAY HAVE HAD ITS EFFECT IN TRIPLICATING A GODDESS OF FERTILITY WITH WHICH THE COURSE OF THE SEASONS WAS CONNECTED. IN OTHER MYTHOLOGIES GROUPS OF THREE GODDESSES ARE FOUND, THE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] HATHORS IN EGYPT, THE MOIRAI, GORGONS, AND GRAIAE OF GREECE, THE ROMAN FATES, AND THE NORSE NORNAE, AND IT IS NOTICEABLE THAT THE MATRES WERE SOMETIMES EQUATED WITH THE PARCAE AND FATES. IN THE MATRES, PRIMARILY GODDESSES OF FERTILITY AND PLENTY, WE HAVE ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR AND ALSO PRIMITIVE ASPECTS OF CELTIC RELIGION. THEY ORIGINATED IN AN AGE WHEN WOMEN CULTIVATED THE GROUND, AND THE EARTH WAS A GODDESS WHOSE CULT WAS PERFORMED BY PRIESTESSES. BUT IN COURSE OF TIME NEW FUNCTIONS WERE BESTOWED ON THE MATRES. POSSIBLY RIVER-GODDESSES AND OTHERS ARE MERELY MOTHERS WHOSE FUNCTIONS HAVE BECOME SPECIALISED. THE MATRES ARE FOUND AS GUARDIANS OF INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES, HOUSES, OF TOWNS, A PROVINCE, OR A WHOLE NATION, AS THEIR EPITHETS IN INSCRIPTIONS SHOW. THE MATRES DOMESTICÆ ARE HOUSEHOLD GODDESSES; THE MATRES TREVERÆ, OR GALLAICÆ, OR VEDIANTÆ, ARE THE MOTHERS OF TRÈVES, OF THE GALLAICÆ, OF THE VEDIANTII; THE MATRES NEMETIALES ARE GUARDIANS OF GROVES. BESIDES PRESIDING OVER THE FIELDS AS MATRES CAMPESTRÆ THEY BROUGHT PROSPERITY TO TOWNS AND PEOPLE. THEY GUARDED WOMEN, ESPECIALLY IN CHILDBIRTH, AS EX VOTOS PROVE, AND IN THIS ASPECT, THEY ARE AKIN TO THE JUNONES WORSHIPPED ALSO IN GAUL AND BRITAIN. THE NAME THUS BECAME GENERIC FOR MOST GODDESSES, BUT ALL ALIKE WERE THE LINEAL DESCENDANTS OF THE PRIMITIVE EARTH-MOTHER. POPULAR SUPERSTITION HAS PRESERVED THE MEMORY OF THESE GODDESSES IN THE THREE BONNES DAMES, DAMES BLANCHES, AND WHITE WOMEN, MET BY WAYFARERS IN FORESTS, OR IN THE THREE FAIRIES OR WISE WOMEN OF FOLK-TALES, WHO APPEAR AT THE BIRTH OF CHILDREN. BUT SOMETIMES THEY HAVE BECOME HATEFUL HAGS. THE MATRES AND OTHER GODDESSES PROBABLY SURVIVED IN THE BENEFICENT FAIRIES OF ROCKS AND STREAMS, IN THE FAIRY ABONDE WHO BROUGHT RICHES TO HOUSES, OR ESTERELLE OF PROVENCE WHO MADE WOMEN FRUITFUL, OR ARIL WHO WATCHED OVER MEADOWS, OR IN BEINGS LIKE MELUSINE, VIVIANE, AND OTHERS. 1 IN GALLO-ROMAN BRITAIN THE CULT OF THE MATRES IS FOUND, BUT HOW FAR IT WAS INDIGENOUS THERE IS UNCERTAIN. A WELSH NAME FOR FAIRIES, Y MAMAU, "THE MOTHERS," AND THE PHRASE, "THE BLESSING OF THE MOTHERS" USED OF A FAIRY BENEDICTION, MAY BE A REMINISCENCE OF SUCH GODDESSES. THE PRESENCE OF SIMILAR GODDESSES IN IRELAND WILL BE CONSIDERED LATER. IMAGES OF THE MATRES BEARING A CHILD HAVE SOMETIMES BEEN TAKEN FOR THOSE OF THE VIRGIN, WHEN FOUND ACCIDENTALLY, AND AS THEY ARE OF WOOD BLACKENED WITH AGE, THEY ARE KNOWN AS VIERGES NOIRES, AND OCCUPY AN HONOURED PLACE IN CHRISTIAN SANCTUARIES. MANY CHURCHES OF NÔTRE DAME HAVE BEEN BUILT ON SITES WHERE AN IMAGE OF THE VIRGIN IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN MIRACULOUSLY FOUND--THE IMAGE PROBABLY BEING THAT OF A PAGAN MOTHER. SIMILARLY, AN ALTAR TO THE MATRES AT VAISON IS NOW DEDICATED TO THE VIRGIN AS THE "GOOD MOTHER." IN INSCRIPTIONS FROM EASTERN AND CISALPINE GAUL, AND FROM THE RHINE AND DANUBE REGION, THE MATRONÆ ARE MENTIONED, AND THIS NAME IS PROBABLY INDICATIVE OF GODDESSES LIKE THE MATRES. IT IS AKIN TO THAT OF MANY RIVERS, THE MARNE OR MEYRONE, AND SHOWS THAT THE MOTHERS WERE ASSOCIATED WITH RIVERS. THE MOTHER RIVER FERTILISED A LARGE DISTRICT, AND THUS EXHIBITED THE CHARACTERISTIC OF THE WHOLE GROUP OF GODDESSES. AKIN ALSO TO THE MATRES ARE THE SULEVIÆ, GUARDIAN GODDESSES, CALLED MATRES IN A FEW INSCRIPTIONS; THE COMEDOVÆ, WHOSE NAME PERHAPS DENOTES GUARDIANSHIP OR POWER; THE DOMINÆ, WHO WATCHED OVER THE HOME, PERHAPS THE DAMES OF MEDIÆVAL FOLK-LORE; AND THE VIRGINES, PERHAPS AN APPELLATIVE OF THE MATRES, AND SIGNIFICANT WHEN WE FIND THAT VIRGIN PRIESTESSES EXISTED IN GAUL AND IRELAND. THE PROXUMÆ WERE WORSHIPPED IN SOUTHERN GAUL, AND THE QUADRIVIÆ, GODDESSES OF CROSS-ROADS, AT CHERBOURG. SOME ROMAN GODS ARE FOUND ON INSCRIPTIONS WITHOUT BEING EQUATED WITH NATIVE DEITIES. THEY MAY HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED BY THE GAULS AS NEW GODS, OR THEY HAD PERHAPS COMPLETELY OUSTED SIMILAR NATIVE GODS. OTHERS, NOT MENTIONED BY CÆSAR, ARE EQUATED WITH NATIVE DEITIES, JUNO WITH CLIVANA, SATURN WITH ARVALUS, AND TO A NATIVE VULCAN THE CELTS VOWED SPOILS OF WAR. AGAIN, MANY NATIVE GODS ARE NOT EQUATED WITH ROMAN DEITIES ON INSCRIPTIONS. APART FROM THE DIVINITIES OF PYRENÆAN INSCRIPTIONS, WHO MAY NOT BE CELTIC, THE NAMES OF OVER 400 NATIVE DEITIES, WHETHER EQUATED WITH ROMAN GODS OR NOT, ARE KNOWN. SOME OF THESE NAMES ARE MERE EPITHETS, AND MOST OF THE GODS ARE OF A LOCAL CHARACTER, KNOWN HERE BY ONE NAME, THERE BY ANOTHER. ONLY IN A VERY FEW CASES CAN IT BE ASSERTED THAT A GOD WAS WORSHIPPED OVER THE WHOLE CELTIC AREA BY ONE NAME, THOUGH SOME GODS IN GAUL, BRITAIN, AND IRELAND WITH DIFFERENT NAMES HAVE CERTAINLY SIMILAR FUNCTIONS. THE PANTHEON OF THE CONTINENTAL CELTS WAS A VARIED ONE. TRACES OF THE PRIMITIVE AGRICULTURAL RITES, AND OF THE PRIORITY OF GODDESSES TO GODS, ARE FOUND, AND THE VAGUER ASPECTS OF PRIMITIVE NATURE WORSHIP ARE SEEN BEHIND THE CULT OF DIVINITIES OF SKY, SUN, THUNDER, FORESTS, RIVERS, OR IN DEITIES OF ANIMAL ORIGIN. WE COME NEXT TO EVIDENCE OF A HIGHER STAGE, IN DIVINITIES OF CULTURE, HEALING, THE CHASE, WAR, AND THE UNDERWORLD. WE SEE DIVINITIES OF CELTIC GROUPS--GODS OF INDIVIDUALS, THE FAMILY, THE TRIBE. SOMETIMES WAR-GODS ASSUMED GREAT PROMINENCE, IN TIME OF WAR, OR AMONG THE ARISTOCRACY, BUT WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMMERCE, GODS ASSOCIATED WITH TRADE AND THE ARTS OF PEACE CAME TO THE FRONT. AT THE SAME TIME THE POPULAR CULTS OF AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS MUST HAVE REMAINED AS OF OLD. WITH THE ADOPTION OF ROMAN CIVILIZATION, ENLIGHTENED CELTS SEPARATED THEMSELVES FROM THE LOWER ASPECTS OF THEIR RELIGION, BUT THIS WOULD HAVE OCCURRED WITH GROWING CIVILISATION HAD NO ROMAN EVER ENTERED GAUL. IN RURAL DISTRICTS THE MORE SAVAGE ASPECTS OF THE CULT WOULD STILL HAVE REMAINED, BUT THAT THESE WERE ENTIRELY DUE TO AN ABORIGINAL POPULATION IS ERRONEOUS. THE CELTS MUST HAVE BROUGHT SUCH CULTS WITH THEM OR ADOPTED CULTS SIMILAR TO THEIR OWN WHEREVER THEY CAME. THE PERSISTENCE OF THESE CULTS IS SEEN IN THE FACT THAT THOUGH CHRISTIANITY MODIFIED THEM, IT COULD NOT ROOT THEM OUT, AND IN OUT-OF-THE-WAY CORNERS, SURVIVALS OF THE OLD RITUAL MAY STILL BE FOUND, FOR EVERYWHERE THE OLD RELIGION OF THE SOIL DIES HARD.
CHAPTER IV.
THE IRISH MYTHOLOGICAL CYCLE.
THREE DIVINE AND HEROIC CYCLES OF MYTHS ARE KNOWN IN IRELAND, ONE TELLING OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN, THE OTHERS OF CÚCHULAINN AND OF THE FIANS. THEY ARE DISTINCT IN CHARACTER AND CONTENTS, BUT THE GODS OF THE FIRST CYCLE OFTEN HELP THE HEROES OF THE OTHER GROUPS, AS THE GODS OF GREECE AND INDIA ASSISTED THE HEROES OF THE EPICS. WE SHALL SEE THAT SOME OF THE PERSONAGES OF THESE CYCLES MAY HAVE BEEN KNOWN IN GAUL; THEY ARE REMEMBERED IN WALES, BUT, IN THE HIGHLANDS, WHERE STORIES OF CÚCHULAINN AND FIONN ARE STILL TOLD, THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN ARE LESS KNOWN NOW THAN IN 1567, WHEN BISHOP CARSEWELL LAMENTED THE LOVE OF THE HIGHLANDERS FOR "IDLE, TURBULENT, LYING, WORLDLY STORIES CONCERNING THE TUATHA DÉDANANS." AS THE NEW ACHÆAN RELIGION IN GREECE AND THE VEDIC SACRED BOOKS OF INDIA REGARDED THE ABORIGINAL GODS AND HEROES AS DEMONS AND GOBLINS, SO DID CHRISTIANITY IN IRELAND SOMETIMES SPEAK OF THE OLDER GODS THERE. ON THE OTHER HAND, IT WAS MAINLY CHRISTIAN SCRIBES WHO CHANGED THE OLD MYTHOLOGY INTO HISTORY, AND MADE THE GODS AND HEROES KINGS. DOUBTLESS MYTHS ALREADY EXISTED, TELLING OF THE DESCENT OF RULERS AND PEOPLE FROM DIVINITIES, JUST AS THE GAULS SPOKE OF THEIR DESCENT FROM DISPATER, OR AS THE INCAS OF PERU, THE MIKADOS OF JAPAN, AND THE KINGS OF UGANDA CONSIDERED THEMSELVES OFFSPRING OF THE GODS. THIS IS A UNIVERSAL PRACTICE, AND MADE IT THE MORE-EASY FOR CHRISTIAN CHRONICLERS TO TRANSMUTE MYTH INTO HISTORY. IN IRELAND, AS ELSEWHERE, MYTH DOUBTLESS TOLD OF MONSTROUS RACES INHABITING THE LAND IN EARLIER DAYS, OF THE STRIFE OF THE ABORIGINES AND INCOMERS, AND OF THEIR GODS, THOUGH THE ABORIGINAL GODS MAY IN SOME CASES HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED WITH CELTIC GODS, OR WORSHIPPED IN THEIR OWN PERSONS. MANY MYTHICAL ELEMENTS MAY THEREFORE BE LOOKED FOR IN THE EUHEMERIZED CHRONICLES OF ANCIENT IRELAND. BUT THE CHRONICLERS THEMSELVES WERE BUT THE CONTINUERS OF A PROCESS WHICH MUST HAVE BEEN AT WORK AS SOON AS THE INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY BEGAN TO BE FELT. THEIR PASSION, HOWEVER, WAS TO SHOW THE DESCENT OF THE IRISH AND THE OLDER PEOPLES FROM THE OLD BIBLICAL PERSONAGES, A PROCESS DEAR TO THE MODERN ANGLO-ISRAELITE, SOME OF WHOSE ARGUMENTS ARE BASED ON THE WILD ROMANCING OF THE CHRONICLERS. VARIOUS STORIES WERE TOLD OF THE FIRST PEOPLING OF IRELAND. BANBA, WITH TWO OTHER DAUGHTERS OF CAIN, ARRIVED WITH FIFTY WOMEN AND THREE MEN, ONLY TO DIE OF THE PLAGUE. THREE FISHERMEN NEXT DISCOVERED IRELAND, AND "OF THE ISLAND OF BANBA OF FAIR WOMEN WITH HARDIHOOD THEY TOOK POSSESSION." HAVING GONE TO FETCH THEIR WIVES, THEY PERISHED IN THE DELUGE AT TUATH INBA. A MORE POPULAR ACCOUNT WAS THAT OF THE COMING OF CESSAIR, NOAH'S GRANDDAUGHTER, WITH HER FATHER, HUSBAND, A THIRD MAN, LADRU, "THE FIRST DEAD MAN OF ERIN," AND FIFTY DAMSELS. HER COMING WAS THE RESULT OF THE ADVICE OF A LAIMH-DHIA, OR "HAND-GOD," BUT THEIR SHIP WAS WRECKED, AND ALL SAVE HER HUSBAND, FINNTAIN, WHO SURVIVED FOR CENTURIES, PERISHED IN THE FLOOD. CESSAIR'S SHIP WAS LESS SERVICEABLE THAN HER GRANDPARENT'S! FOLLOWED THE RACE OF PARTHOLAN, "NO WISER ONE THAN THE OTHER," WHO INCREASED ON THE LAND UNTIL PLAGUE SWEPT THEM AWAY, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF TUAN MAC CARAILL, WHO, AFTER MANY TRANSFORMATIONS, TOLD THE STORY OF IRELAND TO S. FINNEN CENTURIES AFTER. THE SURVIVAL OF FINNTAIN AND TUAN, DOUBLES OF EACH OTHER, WAS AN INVENTION OF THE CHRONICLERS, TO EXPLAIN THE SURVIVAL OF THE HISTORY OF COLONISTS WHO HAD ALL PERISHED. KEATING, ON THE OTHER HAND, REJECTING THE SOLE SURVIVOR THEORY AS CONTRADICTORY TO SCRIPTURE, SUGGESTS THAT "AERIAL DEMONS," FOLLOWERS OF THE INVADERS, REVEALED ALL TO THE CHRONICLERS, UNLESS INDEED THEY FOUND IT ENGRAVED WITH "AN IRON PEN AND LEAD IN THE ROCKS." TWO HUNDRED YEARS BEFORE PARTHOLAN'S COMING, THE FOMORIANS HAD ARRIVED, AND THEY AND THEIR CHIEF CICHOL GRICENCHOS FOUGHT PARTHOLAN AT MAG ITHA, WHERE THEY WERE DEFEATED. CICHOL WAS FOOTLESS, AND SOME OF HIS HOST HAD BUT ONE ARM AND ONE LEG. THEY WERE DEMONS, ACCORDING TO THE CHRONICLERS, AND DESCENDANTS OF THE LUCKLESS HAM. NENNIUS MAKES PARTHOLAN AND HIS MEN THE FIRST SCOTS WHO CAME FROM SPAIN TO IRELAND. THE NEXT ARRIVALS WERE THE PEOPLE OF NEMED WHO RETURNED TO SPAIN, WHENCE THEY CAME (NENNIUS), OR DIED TO A MAN (TUAN). THEY ALSO WERE DESCENDANTS OF THE INEVITABLE NOAH, AND THEIR SOJOURN IN IRELAND WAS MUCH DISTURBED BY THE FOMORIANS WHO HAD RECOVERED FROM THEIR DEFEAT, AND FINALLY OVERPOWERED THE NEMEDIANS AFTER THE DEATH OF NEMED. FROM TORY ISLAND THE FOMORIANS RULED IRELAND, AND FORCED THE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] NEMEDIANS TO PAY THEM ANNUALLY ON THE EVE OF SAMHAIN (NOV. 1ST) TWO-THIRDS OF THEIR CORN AND MILK AND OF THE CHILDREN BORN DURING THE YEAR. IF THE FOMORIANS ARE GODS OF DARKNESS, OR, PREFERABLY, ABORIGINAL DEITIES, THE TRIBUTE MUST BE EXPLAINED AS A DIM MEMORY OF SACRIFICE OFFERED AT THE BEGINNING OF WINTER WHEN THE POWERS OF DARKNESS AND BLIGHT ARE IN THE ASCENDANT. THE FOMORIANS HAD A TOWER OF GLASS IN TORY ISLAND. THIS WAS ONE DAY SEEN BY THE MILESIANS, TO WHOM APPEARED ON ITS BATTLEMENTS WHAT SEEMED TO BE MEN. A YEAR AFTER THEY ATTACKED THE TOWER AND WERE OVERWHELMED IN THE SEA. FROM THE SURVIVORS OF A PREVIOUSLY WRECKED VESSEL OF THEIR FLEET ARE DESCENDED THE IRISH. ANOTHER VERSION MAKES THE NEMEDIANS THE ASSAILANTS. THIRTY OF THEM SURVIVED THEIR DEFEAT, SOME OF THEM GOING TO SCOTLAND OR MAN (THE BRITONS), SOME TO GREECE (TO RETURN AS THE FIRBOLGS), SOME TO THE NORTH, WHERE THEY LEARNED MAGIC AND RETURNED AS THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. THE FIRBOLGS, "MEN OF BAGS," RESENTING THEIR IGNOMINIOUS TREATMENT BY THE GREEKS, ESCAPED TO IRELAND. THEY INCLUDED THE FIRBOLGS PROPER, THE FIR-DOMNANN, AND THE GALIOIN. THE FOMORIANS ARE CALLED THEIR GODS, AND THIS, WITH THE CONTEMPTUOUS EPITHETS BESTOWED ON THEM, MAY POINT TO THE FACT THAT THE FIRBOLGS WERE THE PRE-CELTIC FOLK OF IRELAND AND THE FOMORIANS THEIR DIVINITIES, HOSTILE TO THE GODS OF THE CELTS OR REGARDED AS DARK DEITIES. THE FIRBOLGS ARE VASSALS OF AILILL AND MEDB, AND WITH THE FIR DOMNANN AND GALIOIN ARE HOSTILE TO CÚCHULAINN AND HIS MEN, JUST AS FOMORIANS WERE TO THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. THE STRIFES OF RACES AND OF THEIR GODS ARE INEXTRICABLY CONFUSED. THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN ARRIVED FROM HEAVEN--AN IDEA IN KEEPING WITH THEIR CHARACTER AS BENEFICENT GODS, BUT LATER LEGEND TOLD HOW THEY CAME FROM THE NORTH. THEY REACHED [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] IRELAND ON BELTANE, SHROUDED IN A MAGIC MIST, AND FINALLY, AFTER ONE OR, IN OTHER ACCOUNTS, TWO BATTLES, DEFEATED THE FIRBOLGS AND FOMORIANS AT MAGTURED. THE OLDER STORY OF ONE BATTLE MAY BE REGARDED AS A EUHEMERIZED ACCOUNT OF THE SEEMING CONFLICT OF NATURE POWERS. THE FIRST BATTLE IS DESCRIBED IN A FIFTEENTH TO SIXTEENTH CENTURY MS., AND IS REFERRED TO IN A FIFTEENTH CENTURY ACCOUNT OF THE SECOND BATTLE, FULL OF ARCHAIC REMINISCENCES, AND COMPOSED FROM VARIOUS EARLIER DOCUMENTS. THE FIRBOLGS, DEFEATED IN THE FIRST BATTLE, JOIN THE FOMORIANS, AFTER GREAT LOSSES. MEANWHILE NUADA, LEADER OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN, LOST HIS HAND, AND AS NO KING WITH A BLEMISH COULD SIT ON THE THRONE, THE CROWN WAS GIVEN TO BRES, SON OF THE FOMORIAN ELATHA AND HIS SISTER ERI, A WOMAN OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. ONE DAY ERI ESPIED A SILVER BOAT SPEEDING TO HER ACROSS THE SEA. FROM IT STEPPED FORTH A MAGNIFICENT HERO, AND WITHOUT DELAY THE PAIR, LIKE THE LOVERS IN THEOCRITUS, "REJOICED IN THEIR WEDLOCK." THE HERO, ELATHA, FORETOLD THE BIRTH OF ERI'S SON, SO BEAUTIFUL THAT HE WOULD BE A STANDARD BY WHICH TO TRY ALL BEAUTIFUL THINGS. HE GAVE HER HIS RING, BUT SHE WAS TO PART WITH IT ONLY TO ONE WHOSE FINGER IT SHOULD FIT. THIS WAS HER CHILD BRES, AND BY THIS TOKEN HE WAS LATER, AS AN EXILE, RECOGNIZED BY HIS FATHER, AND OBTAINED HIS HELP AGAINST THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. LIKE OTHER WONDERFUL CHILDREN, BRES GREW TWICE AS QUICKLY AS ANY OTHER CHILD UNTIL HE WAS SEVEN. THOUGH ELATHA AND ERI ARE BROTHER AND SISTER, SHE IS AMONG THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. THERE IS THE USUAL INCONSISTENCY OF MYTH HERE AND IN OTHER ACCOUNTS OF FOMORIAN AND TUATHA DÉ DANANN UNIONS. THE LATTER HAD JUST LANDED, BUT ALREADY HAD UNITED IN MARRIAGE WITH THE FOMORIANS. THIS INCONSISTENCY ESCAPED THE CHRONICLERS, BUT IT POINTS TO THE FACT THAT BOTH WERE DIVINE NOT HUMAN, AND THAT, THOUGH IN CONFLICT, THEY UNITED IN MARRIAGE AS MEMBERS OF HOSTILE TRIBES OFTEN DO. THE SECOND BATTLE TOOK PLACE TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS AFTER THE FIRST, ON SAMHAIN. IT WAS FOUGHT LIKE THE FIRST ON THE PLAIN OF MAG-TURED, THOUGH LATER ACCOUNTS MADE ONE BATTLE TAKE PLACE AT MAG-TURED IN MAYO, THE OTHER AT MAG-TURED IN SLIGO. INCONSISTENTLY, THE CONQUERING TUATHA DÉ DANANN IN THE INTERVAL, WHILE BRES IS THEIR KING, MUST PAY TRIBUTE IMPOSED BY THE FOMORIANS. OBVIOUSLY IN OLDER ACCOUNTS THIS TRIBUTE MUST HAVE BEEN IMPOSED BEFORE THE FIRST BATTLE AND HAVE BEEN ITS CAUSE. BUT WHY SHOULD GODS, LIKE THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN, EVER HAVE BEEN IN SUBJECTION? THIS REMAINS TO BE SEEN, BUT THE ANSWER PROBABLY LIES IN PARALLEL MYTHS OF THE SUBJECTION OR DEATH OF DIVINITIES LIKE ISHTAR, ADONIS, PERSEPHONE, AND OSIRIS. BRES HAVING EXACTED A TRIBUTE OF THE MILK OF ALL HORNLESS DUN COWS, THE COWS OF IRELAND WERE PASSED THROUGH FIRE AND SMEARED WITH ASHES--A MYTH BASED PERHAPS ON THE BELTANE FIRE RITUAL. THE AVARICIOUS BRES WAS SATIRISED, AND "NOUGHT BUT DECAY WAS ON HIM FROM THAT HOUR" AND WHEN NUADA, HAVING RECOVERED, CLAIMED THE THRONE, HE WENT TO COLLECT AN ARMY OF THE FOMORIANS, WHO ASSEMBLED AGAINST THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. IN THE BATTLE INDECH WOUNDED OGMA, AND BALOR SLEW NUADA, BUT WAS MORTALLY WOUNDED BY LUG. THEREUPON THE FOMORIANS FLED TO THEIR OWN REGION. THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN REMAINED MASTERS OF IRELAND UNTIL THE COMING OF THE MILESIANS, SO NAMED FROM AN EPONYMOUS MILE, SON OF BILE. ITH, HAVING BEEN SENT TO RECONNOITRE, WAS SLAIN, AND THE MILESIANS NOW INVADED IRELAND IN FORCE. IN SPITE OF A MIST RAISED BY THE DRUIDS, THEY LANDED, AND, HAVING MET THE THREE PRINCES WHO SLEW ITH, DEMANDED INSTANT BATTLE OR SURRENDER OF THE LAND. THE PRINCES AGREED TO ABIDE BY THE DECISION OF THE MILESIAN POET AMAIRGEN, WHO BADE HIS FRIENDS RE-EMBARK AND RETIRE FOR THE DISTANCE OF NINE WAVES. IF THEY COULD THEN AFFECT A LANDING, IRELAND WAS THEIRS. A MAGIC STORM WAS RAISED, WHICH WRECKED MANY OF THEIR SHIPS, BUT AMAIRGEN RECITED VERSES, FRAGMENTS, PERHAPS, OF SOME OLD RITUAL, AND OVERCAME THE DANGERS. AFTER THEIR DEFEAT THE SURVIVORS OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN RETIRED INTO THE HILLS TO BECOME A FAIRY FOLK, AND THE MILESIANS (THE GOIDELS OR SCOTS) BECAME ANCESTORS OF THE IRISH. THROUGHOUT THE LONG STORY OF THE CONQUESTS OF IRELAND THERE ARE MANY REDUPLICATIONS, THE SAME INCIDENTS BEING OFTEN ASCRIBED TO DIFFERENT PERSONAGES. DIFFERENT VERSIONS OF SIMILAR OCCURRENCES, BASED ON OLDER MYTHS AND TRADITIONS, MAY ALREADY HAVE BEEN IN EXISTENCE, AND RITUAL PRACTICES, DIMLY REMEMBERED, REQUIRED EXPLANATION. IN THE HANDS OF THE CHRONICLERS, WRITING HISTORY WITH A PURPOSE AND COMBINING THEIR INFORMATION WITH LITTLE REGARD TO CONSISTENCY, ALL THIS WAS REDUCED TO A MORE OR LESS CONNECTED NARRATIVE. AT THE HANDS OF THE PROSAIC CHRONICLERS, DIVINITY PASSED FROM THE GODS, THOUGH TRACES OF IT STILL LINGER. "YE ARE GODS, AND, BEHOLD, YE SHALL DIE, AND THE WAVES BE UPON YOU AT LAST. IN THE DARKNESS OF TIME, IN THE DEEPS OF THE YEARS, IN THE CHANGES OF THINGS, YE SHALL SLEEP AS A SLAIN MAN SLEEPS, AND THE WORLD SHALL FORGET YOU FOR KINGS." FROM THE ANNALISTIC POINT OF VIEW THE FOMORIANS ARE SEA DEMONS OR PIRATES, THEIR NAME BEING DERIVED FROM MUIR, "SEA," WHILE THEY ARE DESCENDED ALONG WITH OTHER MONSTROUS BEINGS FROM THEM. PROFESSOR RHŶS, WHILE CONNECTING THE NAME WITH WELSH FOAWR, "GIANT" (GAELIC FAMHAIR), DERIVES THE NAME FROM FO, "UNDER," AND MUIR, AND REGARDS THEM AS SUBMARINE BEINGS. DR. MACBAIN CONNECTED THEM WITH THE FIERCE POWERS OF THE WESTERN SEA PERSONIFIED, LIKE THE MUIREARTACH, A KIND OF SEA HAG, OF A FIONN BALLAD. BUT THIS ASSOCIATION OF THE FOMORIANS WITH THE OCEAN MAY BE THE RESULT OF A LATE FOLK-ETYMOLOGY, WHICH WRONGLY DERIVED THEIR NAME FROM MUIR. THE CELTIC EXPERIENCE OF THE LOCHLANNERS OR NORSEMEN, WITH WHOM THE FOMORIANS ARE ASSOCIATED, WOULD AID THE CONCEPTION OF THEM AS SEA-PIRATES OF A MORE OR LESS DEMONIACAL CHARACTER. DR. STOKES CONNECTS THE SECOND SYLLABLE MOR WITH MARE IN "NIGHTMARE," FROM MORO, AND REGARDS THEM AS SUBTERRANEAN AS WELL AS SUBMARINE. BUT THE MORE PROBABLE DERIVATION IS THAT OF ZIMMER AND D'ARBOIS, FROM FO AND MORIO (MOR, "GREAT "), WHICH WOULD THUS AGREE WITH THE TRADITION WHICH REGARDED THEM AS GIANTS. THEY WERE PROBABLY BENEFICENT GODS OF THE ABORIGINES, WHOM THE CELTIC CONQUERORS REGARDED AS GENERALLY EVIL, PERHAPS EQUATING THEM WITH THE DARK POWERS ALREADY KNOWN TO THEM. THEY WERE STILL REMEMBERED AS GODS, AND ARE CALLED "CHAMPIONS OF THE SÍD," LIKE THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. THUS, KING BRES SOUGHT TO SAVE HIS LIFE BY PROMISING THAT THE KINE OF IRELAND WOULD ALWAYS BE IN MILK, THEN THAT THE MEN OF IRELAND WOULD REAP EVERY QUARTER, AND FINALLY BY REVEALING THE LUCKY DAYS FOR PLOUGHING, SOWING, AND REAPING. ONLY AN AUTOCHTHONOUS GOD COULD KNOW THIS, AND THE STORY IS SUGGESTIVE OF THE TRUE NATURE OF THE FOMORIANS. THE HOSTILE CHARACTER ATTRIBUTED TO THEM IS SEEN FROM THE FACT THAT THEY DESTROYED CORN, MILK, AND FRUIT. BUT IN IRELAND, AS ELSEWHERE, THIS DESTRUCTIVE POWER WAS DEPRECATED BY BEGGING THEM NOT TO DESTROY "CORN NOR MILK IN ERIN BEYOND THEIR FAIR TRIBUTE." TRIBUTE WAS ALSO PAID TO THEM ON SAMHAIN, THE TIME WHEN THE POWERS OF BLIGHT FEARED BY MEN ARE IN THE ASCENDANT. AGAIN, THE KINGDOM OF BALOR, THEIR CHIEF, IS STILL DESCRIBED AS THE KINGDOM OF COLD. BUT WHEN WE REMEMBER THAT A SIMILAR "TRIBUTE" WAS PAID TO CROMM CRUAICH, A GOD OF FERTILITY, AND THAT AFTER THE CONQUEST OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN THEY ALSO WERE REGARDED AS HOSTILE TO AGRICULTURE, WE REALIZE THAT THE FOMORIANS MUST HAVE BEEN ABORIGINAL GODS OF FERTILITY WHOM THE CONQUERING CELTS REGARDED AS HOSTILE TO THEM AND THEIR GODS. SIMILARLY, IN FOLK-BELIEF THE BENEFICENT CORN-SPIRIT HAS SOMETIMES A SINISTER AND DESTRUCTIVE ASPECT. THUS, THE STORIES OF "TRIBUTE" WOULD BE DISTORTED REMINISCENCES OF THE RITUAL OF GODS OF THE SOIL, DIFFERING LITTLE IN CHARACTER FROM THAT OF THE SIMILAR CELTIC DIVINITIES. WHAT MAKES IT CERTAIN THAT THE FOMORIANS WERE ABORIGINAL GODS IS THAT THEY ARE FOUND IN IRELAND BEFORE THE COMING OF THE EARLY COLONIST PARTHOLAN. THEY WERE THE GODS OF THE PRE-CELTIC FOLK--FIRBOLGS, FIR DOMNANN, AND GALIOIN--ALL OF THEM IN IRELAND BEFORE THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN ARRIVED, AND ALL OF THEM REGARDED AS SLAVES, SPOKEN OF WITH THE UTMOST CONTEMPT. ANOTHER POSSIBILITY, HOWEVER, OUGHT TO BE CONSIDERED. AS THE CELTIC GODS WERE LOCAL IN CHARACTER, AND AS GROUPS OF TRIBES WOULD FREQUENTLY BE HOSTILE TO OTHER GROUPS, THE FOMORIANS MAY HAVE BEEN LOCAL GODS OF A GROUP AT ENMITY WITH ANOTHER GROUP, WORSHIPPING THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. THE STRIFE OF FOMORIANS AND TUATHA DÉ DANANN SUGGESTS THE DUALISM OF ALL NATURE RELIGIONS. DEMONS OR GIANTS OR MONSTERS STRIVE WITH GODS IN HINDU, GREEK, AND TEUTONIC MYTHOLOGY, AND IN PERSIA THE PRIMITIVE DUALISM OF BENEFICENT AND HURTFUL POWERS OF NATURE BECAME AN ETHICAL DUALISM--THE ETERNAL OPPOSITION OF GOOD AND EVIL. THE SUN IS VANQUISHED BY CLOUD AND STORM, BUT SHINES FORTH AGAIN IN VIGOR. VEGETATION DIES, BUT UNDERGOES A YEARLY RENEWAL. SO, IN MYTH THE IMMORTAL GODS ARE WOUNDED AND SLAIN IN STRIFE. BUT WE MUST NOT PUSH TOO FAR THE ANALOGY OF THE APPARENT STRIFE OF THE ELEMENTS AND THE WARS OF THE GODS. THE ONE SUGGESTED THE OTHER, ESPECIALLY WHERE THE GODS WERE ELEMENTAL POWERS. BUT MYTH-MAKING MAN EASILY DEVELOPED THE SUGGESTION; GODS WERE LIKE MEN AND "COULD NEVER GET ENEUCH O' FECHTIN'." THE CELTS KNEW OF DIVINE COMBATS BEFORE THEIR ARRIVAL IN IRELAND, AND THEIR OWN HOSTILE POWERS WERE EASILY ASSIMILATED TO THE HOSTILE GODS OF THE ABORIGINES. THE PRINCIPAL FOMORIANS ARE DESCRIBED AS KINGS. ELATHA WAS SON OF NÉT, DESCRIBED BY CORMAC AS "A BATTLE GOD OF THE HEATHEN GAEL," HE IS ONE OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN, AND HAS AS WIVES TWO WAR-GODDESSES, BADB AND NEMAIND. THUS, HE RESEMBLES THE FOMORIAN TETHRA WHOSE WIFE IS A BADB OR "BATTLE-CROW," PREYING ON THE SLAIN. ELATHA'S NAME, CONNECTED WITH WORDS MEANING "KNOWLEDGE," SUGGESTS THAT HE WAS AN ABORIGINAL CULTURE-GOD. IN THE GENEALOGIES, FOMORIANS AND TUATHA DÉ DANANN ARE INEXTRICABLY MINGLED. BRES'S TEMPORARY POSITION AS KING OF THE TUATHA DÉA MAY REFLECT SOME MYTH OF THE OCCASIONAL SUPREMACY OF THE POWERS OF BLIGHT. WANT AND NIGGARDLINESS CHARACTERIZE HIS REIGN, AND AFTER HIS DEFEAT A BETTER STATE OF THINGS PREVAILS. BRES'S CONSORT WAS BRIGIT, AND THEIR SON RUADAN, SENT TO SPY ON THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN, WAS SLAIN. HIS MOTHER’S WAILING FOR HIM WAS THE FIRST MOURNING WAIL EVER HEARD IN ERIN. 4 ANOTHER GOD, INDECH, WAS SON OF DÉA DOMNU, A FOMORIAN GODDESS OF THE DEEP, OF THE UNDERWORLD AND PROBABLY ALSO OF FERTILITY, WHO MAY HOLD A POSITION AMONG THE FOMORIANS SIMILAR TO THAT OF DANU AMONG THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. INDECH WAS SLAIN BY OGMA, WHO HIMSELF DIED OF WOUNDS RECEIVED FROM HIS ADVERSARY. BALOR HAD A CONSORT CETHLENN, WHOSE VENOM KILLED DAGDA. HIS ONE EYE HAD BECOME EVIL BY CONTACT WITH THE POISONOUS FUMES OF A CONCOCTION WHICH HIS FATHER’S DRUIDS WERE PREPARING. THE EYELID REQUIRED FOUR MEN TO RAISE IT, WHEN HIS EVIL EYE DESTROYED ALL ON WHOM ITS GLANCE FELL. IN THIS WAY BALOR WOULD HAVE SLAIN LUG AT MAG-TURED, BUT THE GOD AT ONCE STRUCK THE EYE WITH A SLING-STONE AND SLEW HIM. BALOR, LIKE THE GREEK MEDUSA, IS PERHAPS A PERSONIFICATION OF THE EVIL EYE, SO MUCH FEARED BY THE CELTS. HEALTHFUL INFLUENCES AND MAGICAL CHARMS AVERT IT; HENCE LUG, A BENEFICENT GOD, DESTROYS BALOR'S MALEFICENCE. TETHRA, WITH BALOR AND ELATHA, RULED OVER ERIN AT THE COMING OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. FROM A PHRASE USED IN THE STORY OF CONNLA'S VISIT TO ELYSIUM, "THOU ART A HERO OF THE MEN OF TETHRA," M. D'ARBOIS ASSUMES THAT TETHRA WAS RULER OF ELYSIUM, WHICH HE MAKES ONE WITH THE LAND OF THE DEAD. THE PASSAGE, HOWEVER, BEARS A DIFFERENT INTERPRETATION, AND THOUGH A FOMORIAN, TETHRA, A GOD OF WAR, MIGHT BE REGARDED AS LORD OF ALL WARRIORS. ELYSIUM WAS NOT THE LAND OF THE DEAD, AND WHEN M. D'ARBOIS EQUATES TETHRA WITH KRONOS, WHO AFTER HIS DEFEAT BECAME RULER OF A LAND OF DEAD HEROES, THE ANALOGY, LIKE OTHER ANALOGIES WITH GREEK MYTHOLOGY, IS MISLEADING. HE ALSO EQUATES BRES, AS TEMPORARY KING OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN, WITH KRONOS, KING OF HEAVEN IN THE AGE OF GOLD. KRONOS, AGAIN, SLAIN BY ZEUS, IS PARALLEL TO BALOR SLAIN BY HIS GRANDSON LUG TETHRA, BRES, AND BALOR ARE THUS SEPARATE FRAGMENTS OF ONE GOD EQUIVALENT TO KRONOS. YET THEIR PERSONALITIES ARE QUITE DISTINCT. EACH RACE WORKS OUT ITS MYTHOLOGY FOR ITSELF, AND, WHILE PARALLELS ARE INEVITABLE, WE SHOULD NOT ALLOW THESE TO OVERRIDE THE ACTUAL MYTHS AS THEY HAVE COME DOWN TO US. PROFESSOR RHŶS MAKES BILE, ANCESTOR OF THE MILESIANS WHO CAME FROM SPAIN, A GOIDELIC COUNTERPART OF THE GAULISH DISPATER, LORD OF THE DEAD, FROM WHOM THE GAULS CLAIMED DESCENT. BUT BILE, NEITHER A FOMORIAN NOR OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN, IS AN IMAGINARY AND SHADOWY CREATION. BILE IS NEXT EQUATED WITH A BRYTHONIC BELI, ASSUMED TO BE CONSORT OF DÔN, WHOSE FAMILY ARE EQUIVALENT TO THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. BELI WAS A MYTHIC KING WHOSE REIGN WAS A KIND OF GOLDEN AGE, AND IF HE WAS FATHER OF DÔN'S CHILDREN, WHICH IS DOUBTFUL, BILE WOULD THEN BE FATHER OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. BUT HE IS ANCESTOR OF THE MILESIANS, THEIR OPPONENTS ACCORDING TO THE ANNALISTS. BELI IS ALSO EQUATED WITH ELATHA, AND SINCE DÔN, REPUTED CONSORT OF BELI, WAS GRANDMOTHER OF LLEW, EQUATED WITH IRISH LUG, GRANDSON OF BALOR, BALOR IS EQUIVALENT TO BELI, WHOSE NAME IS REGARDED BY PROFESSOR RHŶS AS RELATED ETYMOLOGICALLY TO BALOR'S. BILE, BALOR, AND ELATHA ARE THUS GOIDELIC EQUIVALENTS OF THE SHADOWY BELI. BUT THEY ALSO ARE QUITE DISTINCT PERSONALITIES, NOR ARE THEY EVER HINTED AT AS ANCESTRAL GODS OF THE CELTS, OR GODS OF A GLOOMY UNDERWORLD. IN CELTIC BELIEF THE UNDERWORLD WAS PROBABLY A FERTILE REGION AND A PLACE OF LIGHT, NOR WERE ITS GODS HARMFUL AND EVIL, AS BALOR WAS. ON THE WHOLE, THE FOMORIANS CAME TO BE REGARDED AS THE POWERS OF NATURE IN ITS HOSTILE ASPECT. THEY PERSONIFIED BLIGHT, WINTER, DARKNESS, AND DEATH, BEFORE WHICH MEN TREMBLED, YET WERE NOT WHOLLY CAST DOWN, SINCE THE IMMORTAL GODS OF GROWTH AND LIGHT, RULERS OF THE BRIGHT OTHER-WORLD, WERE ON THEIR SIDE, AND FOUGHT AGAINST THEIR ENEMIES. YEAR BY YEAR THE GODS SUFFERED DEADLY HARM, BUT RETURNED AS CONQUERORS TO RENEW THE STRUGGLE ONCE MORE. MYTH SPOKE OF THIS AS HAVING HAPPENED ONCE FOR ALL, BUT IT WENT ON CONTINUOUSLY. GODS WERE IMMORTAL AND ONLY SEEMED TO DIE. THE STRIFE WAS REPRESENTED IN RITUAL, SINCE MEN BELIEVE THAT THEY CAN AID THE GODS BY MAGIC, RITE, OR PRAYER. WHY, THEN, DO HOSTILE FOMORIANS AND TUATHA DÉ DANANN INTERMARRY? THIS HAPPENS IN ALL MYTHOLOGIES, AND IT PROBABLY REFLECTS, IN THE DIVINE SPHERE, WHAT TAKES PLACE AMONG MEN. HOSTILE PEOPLES CARRY OFF EACH THE OTHER'S WOMEN, OR THEY HAVE PERIODS OF FRIENDLINESS AND CONSEQUENT INTERMARRIAGE. MAN MAKES HIS GODS IN HIS OWN IMAGE, AND THE PROBLEM IS BEST EXPLAINED BY FACTS LIKE THESE, EXAGGERATED NO DOUBT BY THE IRISH ANNALISTS. THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN, IN SPITE OF THEIR EUHEMERIZATION, ARE MORE THAN HUMAN. IN THE NORTH WHERE THEY LEARNED MAGIC, THEY DWELT IN FOUR CITIES, FROM EACH OF WHICH THEY BROUGHT A MAGICAL TREASURE--THE STONE OF FAL, WHICH "ROARED UNDER EVERY KING," LUG'S UNCONQUERABLE SPEAR, NUADA'S IRRESISTIBLE SWORD, THE DAGDA'S INEXHAUSTIBLE CAULDRON. BUT THEY ARE MORE THAN WIZARDS OR DRUIDS. THEY ARE RE-BORN AS MORTALS; THEY HAVE A DIVINE WORLD OF THEIR OWN, THEY INTERFERE IN AND INFLUENCE HUMAN AFFAIRS. THE EUHEMERISTS DID NOT GO FAR ENOUGH, AND MORE THAN ONCE THEIR DIVINITY IS PRACTICALLY ACKNOWLEDGED. WHEN THE FIAN CAOILTE AND A WOMAN OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN APPEAR BEFORE S. PATRICK, HE ASKS, "WHY IS SHE YOUTHFUL AND BEAUTIFUL, WHILE YOU ARE OLD AND WRINKLED?" AND CAOILTE REPLIES, "SHE IS OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN, WHO ARE UNFADING AND WHOSE DURATION IS PERENNIAL. I AM OF THE SONS OF MILESIUS, THAT ARE PERISHABLE AND FADE AWAY." AFTER THEIR CONVERSION, THE CELTS, SONS OF MILESIUS, THOUGHT THAT THE GODS STILL EXISTED IN THE HOLLOW HILLS, THEIR FORMER DWELLINGS AND SANCTUARIES, OR IN FAR-OFF ISLANDS, STILL CARING FOR THEIR FORMER WORSHIPPERS. THIS TRADITION HAD ITS PLACE WITH THAT WHICH MADE THEM A RACE OF MEN CONQUERED BY THE MILESIANS--THE VICTORY OF CHRISTIANITY OVER PAGANISM AND ITS GODS HAVING BEEN TRANSMUTED INTO A STRIFE OF RACES BY THE EUHEMERISTS. THE NEW FAITH, NOT THE PEOPLE, CONQUERED THE OLD GODS. THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN BECAME THE DAOINE-SIDHE, A FAIRY FOLK, STILL OCCASIONALLY CALLED BY THEIR OLD NAME, JUST AS INDIVIDUAL FAIRY KINGS OR QUEENS BEAR THE NAMES OF THE ANCIENT GODS. THE EUHEMERISTS GAVE THE FOMORIANS A MONSTROUS AND DEMONIAC CHARACTER, WHICH THEY DID NOT ALWAYS GIVE TO THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN; IN THIS CONTINUING THE OLD TRADITION THAT FOMORIANS WERE HOSTILE AND THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN BENEFICENT AND MILD. THE MYTHOLOGICAL CYCLE IS NOT A COMPLETE "BODY OF DIVINITY"; ITS APPARENT COMPLETENESS RESULTS FROM THE CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF THE ANNALISTS. FRAGMENTS OF OTHER MYTHS ARE FOUND IN THE DINDSENCHAS; OTHERS EXIST AS ROMANTIC TALES, AND WE HAVE NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT ALL THE OLD MYTHS HAVE BEEN PRESERVED. BUT ENOUGH REMAINS TO SHOW THE TRUE NATURE OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN--THEIR SUPERNATURAL CHARACTER, THEIR POWERS, THEIR DIVINE AND UNFAILING FOOD AND DRINK, THEIR MYSTERIOUS AND BEAUTIFUL ABODE. IN THEIR CONTENTS, THEIR PERSONAGES, IN THE ACTIONS THAT ARE DESCRIBED IN THEM, THE MATERIALS OF THE "MYTHOLOGICAL CYCLE," SHOW HOW WIDELY IT DIFFERS FROM THE CÚCHULAINN AND FIONN CYCLES. "THE WHITE RADIANCE OF ETERNITY" SUFFUSES IT; THE HEROIC CYCLES, MAGICAL AND ROMANTIC AS THEY ARE, BELONG FAR MORE TO EARTH AND TIME.
CHAPTER V
THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN
THE MEANING FORMERLY GIVEN TO TUATHA DÉ DANANN WAS "THE MEN OF SCIENCE WHO WERE GODS," DANANN BEING HERE CONNECTED WITH DÁN, "KNOWLEDGE." BUT THE TRUE MEANING IS "THE TRIBES OR FOLK OF THE GODDESS DANU," WHICH AGREES WITH THE COGNATES TUATHA OR FIR DEA, "TRIBES OR MEN OF THE GODDESS." THE NAME WAS GIVEN TO THE GROUP, THOUGH DANU HAD ONLY THREE SONS, BRIAN, IUCHAR, AND IUCHARBAR. HENCE THE GROUP IS ALSO CALLED FIR TRI NDEA, "MEN OF THE THREE GODS." 2 THE EQUIVALENTS IN WELSH STORY OF DANU AND HER FOLK ARE DON AND HER CHILDREN. WE HAVE SEEN THAT THOUGH THEY ARE DESCRIBED AS KINGS AND WARRIORS BY THE ANNALISTS, TRACES OF THEIR DIVINITY APPEAR. IN THE CÚCHULAINN CYCLE THEY ARE SUPERNATURAL BEINGS AND SOMETIMES DEMONS, HELPING OR HARMING MEN, AND IN THE FIONN CYCLE ALL THESE CHARACTERISTICS ARE ASCRIBED TO THEM. BUT THE THEORY WHICH PREVAILED MOST IS THAT WHICH CONNECTED THEM WITH THE HILLS OR MOUNDS, THE LAST RESTING-PLACES OF THE MIGHTY DEAD. SOME OF THESE BORE THEIR NAMES, WHILE OTHER BEINGS WERE ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE MOUNDS (SÍD)--FOMORIANS AND MILESIAN CHIEFS, HEROES OF THE SAGAS, OR THOSE WHO HAD ACTUALLY BEEN BURIED IN THEM. LEGEND TOLD HOW, AFTER THE DEFEAT OF THE GODS, THE MOUNDS WERE DIVIDED AMONG THEM, THE METHOD OF DIVISION VARYING IN DIFFERENT VERSIONS. IN AN EARLY VERSION THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN ARE IMMORTAL AND THE DAGDA DIVIDES THE SÍD. BUT IN A POEM OF FLANN MANISTRECH (OB. 1056) THEY ARE MORTALS AND DIE. NOW FOLLOWS A REGULAR CHRONOLOGY GIVING THE DATES OF THEIR REIGNS AND THEIR DEATHS, AS IN THE POEM OF GILLA COEMAIN (ELEVENTH CENTURY). HENCE ANOTHER LEGEND TOLD HOW, DAGDA BEING DEAD, BODB DEARG DIVIDED THE SÍD, YET EVEN HERE MANANNAN IS SAID TO HAVE CONFERRED IMMORTALITY UPON THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. THE OLD PAGAN MYTHS HAD SHOWN THAT GODS MIGHT DIE, WHILE IN RITUAL THEIR REPRESENTATIVES WERE SLAIN, AND THIS MAY HAVE BEEN THE STARTING-POINT OF THE EUHEMERIZING PROCESS. BUT THE DIVINITY OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN IS STILL RECALLED. EOCHAID O'FLYNN (TENTH CENTURY), DOUBTFUL WHETHER THEY ARE MEN OR DEMONS, CONCLUDES, "THOUGH I HAVE TREATED OF THESE DEITIES IN ORDER, YET HAVE I NOT ADORED THEM." EVEN IN LATER TIMES THEY WERE STILL THOUGHT OF AS GODS IN EXILE, A VIEW WHICH APPEARS IN THE ROMANTIC TALES AND SAGAS EXISTING SIDE BY SIDE WITH THE NOTICES OF THE ANNALISTS. THEY WERE ALSO REGARDED AS FAIRY KINGS AND QUEENS, AND YET FAIRIES OF A DIFFERENT ORDER FROM THOSE OF ORDINARY TRADITION. THEY ARE "FAIRIES OR SPRITES WITH CORPOREAL FORMS, ENDOWED WITH IMMORTALITY," AND YET ALSO DEI TERRENI OR SÍDE WORSHIPPED BY THE FOLK BEFORE THE COMING OF S. PATRICK. EVEN THE SAINT AND SEVERAL BISHOPS WERE CALLED BY THE FAIR PAGAN DAUGHTERS OF KING LOEGAIRE, FIR SÍDE, "MEN OF THE SÍD," THAT IS, GODS. THE SÍD WERE NAMED AFTER THE NAMES OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN WHO REIGNED IN THEM, BUT THE TRADITION BEING LOCALIZED IN DIFFERENT PLACES, SEVERAL MOUNDS WERE SOMETIMES CONNECTED WITH ONE GOD. THE SÍD WERE MARVELOUS UNDERGROUND PALACES, FULL OF STRANGE THINGS, AND THITHER FAVORED MORTALS MIGHT GO FOR A TIME OR FOR EVER. IN THIS THEY CORRESPOND EXACTLY TO THE OVERSEA ELYSIUM, THE DIVINE LAND. BUT WHY WERE THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN ASSOCIATED WITH THE MOUNDS? IF FAIRIES OR AN ANALOGOUS RACE OF BEINGS WERE ALREADY IN PAGAN TIMES CONNECTED WITH HILLS OR MOUNDS, GODS NOW REGARDED AS FAIRIES WOULD BE CONNECTED WITH THEM. DR. JOYCE AND O'CURRY THINK THAT AN OLDER RACE OF ABORIGINAL GODS OR SÍD-FOLK PRECEDED THE TUATHA DEA IN THE MOUNDS. THESE MAY HAVE BEEN THE FOMORIANS, THE "CHAMPIONS OF THE SÍD," WHILE IN MESCA ULAD THE TUATHA DEA GO TO THE UNDERGROUND DWELLINGS AND SPEAK WITH THE SÍDE ALREADY THERE. WE DO NOT KNOW THAT THE FAIRY CREED AS SUCH EXISTED IN PAGAN TIMES, BUT IF THE SÍDE AND THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN WERE ONCE DISTINCT, THEY WERE GRADUALLY ASSIMILATED. THUS, THE DAGDA IS CALLED "KING OF THE SÍDE"; AED ABRAT AND HIS DAUGHTERS, FAND AND LIBAN, AND LABRAID, LIBAN'S HUSBAND, ARE CALLED SÍDE, AND MANANNAN IS FAND'S CONSORT. LABRAID'S ISLAND, LIKE THE SÍD OF MIDER AND THE LAND TO WHICH WOMEN OF THE SÍDE INVITE CONNLA, DIFFERS BUT LITTLE FROM THE USUAL DIVINE ELYSIUM, WHILE MIDER, ONE OF THE SÍDE, IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. THE SÍDE ARE ONCE SAID TO BE FEMALE, AND ARE FREQUENTLY SUPERNATURAL WOMEN WHO RUN AWAY OR MARRY MORTALS. THUS, THEY MAY BE A REMINISCENCE OF OLD EARTH GODDESSES. BUT THEY ARE NOT EXCLUSIVELY FEMALE, SINCE THERE ARE KINGS OF THE SÍDE, AND AS THE NAME FIR SÍDE, "MEN OF THE SÍDE," SHOWS, WHILE S. PATRICK AND HIS FRIENDS WERE TAKEN FOR SÍD-FOLK. THE FORMATION OF THE LEGEND WAS ALSO AIDED BY THE OLD CULT OF THE GODS ON HEIGHTS, SOME OF THEM SEPULCHRAL MOUNDS, AND NOW OCCASIONALLY SITES OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES. THE IRISH GOD CENN CRUAICH AND HIS WELSH EQUIVALENT PENN CRUC, WHOSE NAME SURVIVES IN PENNOCRUCIUM, HAVE NAMES MEANING "CHIEF OR HEAD OF THE MOUND." OTHER MOUNDS OR HILLS HAD ALSO A SACRED CHARACTER. HENCE GODS WORSHIPPED AT MOUNDS, DWELLING OR REVEALING THEMSELVES THERE, STILL LINGERED IN THE HAUNTED SPOTS; THEY BECAME FAIRIES, OR WERE ASSOCIATED WITH THE DEAD BURIED IN THE MOUNDS, AS FAIRIES ALSO HAVE BEEN, OR WERE THEMSELVES THOUGHT TO HAVE DIED AND BEEN BURIED THERE. THE HAUNTING OF THE MOUNDS BY THE OLD GODS IS SEEN IN A PRAYER OF S. COLUMBA'S, WHO BEGS GOD TO DISPEL "THIS HOST (THE OLD GODS) AROUND THE CAIRNS THAT REIGNS." AN EARLY MS ALSO TELLS HOW THE MILESIANS ALLOTTED THE UNDERGROUND PART OF ERIN TO THE TUATHA DEA WHO NOW RETIRED WITHIN THE HILLS; IN OTHER WORDS, THEY WERE GODS OF THE HILLS WORSHIPPED BY THE MILESIANS ON HILLS. BUT, AS WE SHALL SEE, THE GODS DWELT ELSEWHERE THAN IN HILLS. TUMULI MAY ALREADY IN PAGAN TIMES HAVE BEEN POINTED OUT AS TOMBS OF GODS WHO DIED IN MYTH OR RITUAL, LIKE THE TOMBS OF ZEUS IN CRETE AND OF OSIRIS IN EGYPT. AGAIN, FAIRIES, IN SOME ASPECTS, ARE GHOSTS OF THE DEAD, AND HAUNT TUMULI; HENCE, WHEN GODS BECAME FAIRIES, THEY WOULD DO THE SAME. AND ONCE THEY WERE THOUGHT OF AS DEAD KINGS, ANY NOTABLE TUMULI WOULD BE POINTED OUT AS THEIRS, SINCE IT IS A LAW IN FOLK-BELIEF TO ASSOCIATE TUMULI OR OTHER STRUCTURES NOT WITH THE DEAD OR WITH THEIR BUILDERS, BUT WITH SUPERNATURAL OR MYTHICAL OR EVEN HISTORICAL PERSONAGES. IF SÍDE EVER MEANT "GHOSTS," IT WOULD BE EASY TO CALL THE DEAD GODS BY THIS NAME, AND TO CONNECT THEM WITH THE PLACES OF THE DEAD. MANY STRANDS WENT TO THE WEAVING OF THE LATER CONCEPTION OF THE GODS, BUT THERE STILL HUNG AROUND THEM AN AIR OF MYSTERY, AND THE BELIEF THAT THEY WERE A RACE OF MEN WAS NEVER CONSISTENT WITH ITSELF. DANU GAVE HER NAME TO THE WHOLE GROUP OF GODS, AND IS CALLED THEIR MOTHER, LIKE THE EGYPTIAN NEITH OR THE SEMITIC ISHTAR. IN THE ANNALISTS SHE IS DAUGHTER OF DAGDA, AND HAS THREE SONS. SHE MAY BE AKIN TO THE GODDESS ANU, WHOM CORMAC DESCRIBES AS "MATER DEORUM HIBERNENSIUM. IT WAS WELL SHE NURSED THE GODS." FROM HER NAME HE DERIVES ANA, "PLENTY," AND TWO HILLS IN KERRY ARE CALLED "THE PAPS OF ANU." THUS, AS A GODDESS OF PLENTY DANU OR ANU MAY HAVE BEEN AN EARLY EARTH-MOTHER, AND WHAT MAY BE A DIM MEMORY OF ANU IN LEICESTERSHIRE CONFIRMS THIS VIEW. A CAVE ON THE DANE HILLS IS CALLED "BLACK ANNIS' BOWER," AND SHE IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN A SAVAGE WOMAN WHO DEVOURED HUMAN VICTIMS. EARTH-GODDESSES USUALLY HAVE HUMAN VICTIMS, AND ANU WOULD BE NO EXCEPTION. IN THE CULT OF EARTH DIVINITIES EARTH AND UNDER-EARTH ARE PRACTICALLY IDENTICAL, WHILE EARTH-GODDESSES LIKE DEMETER AND PERSEPHONE WERE ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNDERWORLD, THE DEAD BEING DEMETER'S FOLK. THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH WITH THEIR ROOTS BELOW THE SURFACE ARE THEN GIFTS OF THE EARTH- OR UNDER-EARTH GODDESS. THIS MAY HAVE BEEN THE CASE WITH DANU, FOR IN CELTIC BELIEF THE GIFTS OF CIVILIZATION CAME FROM THE UNDERWORLD OR FROM THE GODS. PROFESSOR RHŶS FINDS THE NAME ANU IN THE DAT. ANONIREDI, "CHARIOT OF ANU," IN AN INSCRIPTION FROM VAUCLUSE, AND THE IDENTIFICATION IS PERHAPS ESTABLISHED BY THE FACT THAT GODDESSES OF FERTILITY WERE DRAWN THROUGH THE FIELDS IN A VEHICLE. CORMAC ALSO MENTIONS BUANANN AS MOTHER AND NURSE OF HEROES, PERHAPS A GODDESS WORSHIPPED BY HEROES. DANU IS ALSO IDENTIFIED WITH BRIGIT, GODDESS OF KNOWLEDGE (DÁN), PERHAPS THROUGH A FOLK-ETYMOLOGY. SHE WAS WORSHIPPED BY POETS, AND HAD TWO SISTERS OF THE SAME NAME CONNECTED WITH LEECHERAFT AND SMITHWORK. THEY ARE DUPLICATES OR LOCAL FORMS OF BRIGIT, A GODDESS OF CULTURE AND OF POETRY, SO MUCH LOVED BY THE CELTS. SHE IS THUS THE EQUIVALENT OF THE GAULISH GODDESS EQUATED WITH MINERVA BY CÆSAR, AND FOUND ON INSCRIPTIONS AS MINERVA BELISAMA AND BRIGINDO. SHE IS THE DEA BRIGANTIA, OF BRITISH INSCRIPTIONS. ONE OF THE SEATS OF HER WORSHIP WAS THE LAND OF THE BRIGANTES, OF WHOM SHE WAS THE EPONYMOUS GODDESS, AND HER NAME (CF. IR. BRIG, "POWER" OR "CRAFT"; WELSH BRI, "HONOR," "RENOWN") SUGGESTS HER HIGH FUNCTIONS. BUT HER POPULARITY IS SEEN IN THE CONTINUATION OF HER PERSONALITY AND CULT IN THOSE OF S. BRIGIT, AT WHOSE SHRINE IN KILDARE A SACRED FIRE, WHICH MUST NOT BE BREATHED ON, OR APPROACHED BY A MALE, WAS WATCHED DAILY BY NINETEEN NUNS IN TURN, AND ON THE TWENTIETH DAY BY THE SAINT HERSELF. SIMILAR, SACRED FIRES WERE KEPT UP IN OTHER MONASTERIES, AND THEY POINT TO THE OLD CULT OF A GODDESS OF FIRE, THE NUNS BEING SUCCESSORS OF A VIRGIN PRIESTHOOD LIKE THE VESTALS, PRIESTESSES OF VESTA. AS HAS BEEN SEEN, THE GODDESSES BELISAMA AND SUL, PROBABLY GODDESSES OF FIRE, RESEMBLED BRIGIT IN THIS. BUT BRIGIT, LIKE VESTA, WAS AT ONCE A GODDESS OF FIRE AND OF FERTILITY, AS HER CONNECTION WITH CANDLEMAS AND CERTAIN RITUAL SURVIVALS ALSO SUGGEST. IN THE HEBRIDES ON S. BRIDE'S DAY (CANDLEMAS-EVE) WOMEN DRESSED A SHEAF OF OATS IN FEMALE CLOTHES AND SET IT WITH A CLUB IN A BASKET CALLED "BRIID'S BED." THEN THEY CALLED, "BRIID IS COME, BRIID IS WELCOME." OR A BED WAS MADE OF CORN AND HAY WITH CANDLES BURNING BESIDE IT, AND BRIDE WAS INVITED TO COME AS HER BED WAS READY. IF THE MARK OF THE CLUB WAS SEEN IN THE ASHES, THIS WAS AN OMEN OF A GOOD HARVEST AND A PROSPEROUS YEAR, IT IS ALSO NOTEWORTHY THAT IF CATTLE CROPPED THE GRASS NEAR S. BRIGIT'S SHRINE, NEXT DAY IT WAS AS LUXURIANT AS EVER. BRIGIT, OR GODDESSES WITH SIMILAR FUNCTIONS, WAS REGARDED BY THE CELTS AS AN EARLY TEACHER OF CIVILISATION, INSPIRER OF THE ARTISTIC, POETIC, AND MECHANICAL FACULTIES, AS WELL AS A GODDESS OF FIRE AND FERTILITY. AS SUCH SHE FAR EXCELLED HER SONS, GODS OF KNOWLEDGE. SHE MUST HAVE ORIGINATED IN THE PERIOD WHEN THE CELTS WORSHIPPED GODDESSES RATHER THAN GODS, AND WHEN KNOWLEDGE--LEECHERAFT, AGRICULTURE, INSPIRATION--WERE WOMEN'S RATHER THAN MEN'S. SHE HAD A FEMALE PRIESTHOOD, AND MEN WERE PERHAPS EXCLUDED FROM HER CULT, AS THE TABUED SHRINE AT [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] KILDARE SUGGESTS. PERHAPS HER FIRE WAS FED FROM SACRED OAK WOOD, FOR MANY SHRINES OF S. BRIGIT WERE BUILT UNDER OAKS, DOUBTLESS DISPLACING PAGAN SHRINES OF THE GODDESS. AS A GODDESS, BRIGIT IS MORE PROMINENT THAN DANU, ALSO A GODDESS OF FERTILITY, EVEN THOUGH DANU IS MOTHER OF THE GODS. OTHER GODDESSES REMEMBERED IN TRADITION ARE CLEENA AND VERA, CELEBRATED IN FAIRY AND WITCH LORE, THE FORMER PERHAPS AKIN TO A RIVER-GODDESS CLOTA, THE CLUTOIDA (A FOUNTAIN-NYMPH) OF THE CONTINENTAL CELTS; THE LATTER, UNDER HER ALTERNATIVE NAME DIRRA, PERHAPS A FORM OF A GODDESS OF GAUL, DIRONA. AINE, ONE OF THE GREAT FAIRY-QUEENS OF IRELAND, HAS HER SEAT AT KNOCKAINY IN LIMERICK, WHERE RITES CONNECTED WITH HER FORMER CULT ARE STILL PERFORMED FOR FERTILITY ON MIDSUMMER EVE. IF THEY WERE NEGLECTED, SHE AND HER TROOPS PERFORMED THEM, ACCORDING TO LOCAL LEGEND. SHE IS THUS AN OLD GODDESS OF FERTILITY, WHOSE CULT, EVEN AT A FESTIVAL IN WHICH GODS WERE LATTERLY MORE PROMINENT, IS STILL REMEMBERED. SHE IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH THE WATERS AS A WATER-NYMPH CAPTURED FOR A TIME AS A FAIRY-BRIDE BY THE EARL OF DESMOND. BUT OLDER LEGENDS CONNECT HER WITH THE SÍD. SHE WAS DAUGHTER OF EOGABAL, KING OF THE SÍD OF KNOCKAINY, THE GRASS ON WHICH WAS ANNUALLY DESTROYED AT SAMHAIN BY HIS PEOPLE, BECAUSE IT HAD BEEN TAKEN FROM THEM, ITS RIGHTFUL OWNERS. OILILL OLOMM AND FERCHUS RESOLVED TO WATCH THE SÍD ON SAMHAIN-EVE. THEY SAW EOGABAL AND AINE EMERGE FROM IT. FERCHUS KILLED EOGABAL, AND OILILL TRIED TO OUTRAGE AINE, WHO BIT THE FLESH FROM HIS EAR. HENCE HIS NAME OF "BARE EAR." IN THIS LEGEND WE SEE HOW EARLIER GODS OF FERTILITY COME TO BE REGARDED AS HOSTILE TO GROWTH. ANOTHER STORY TELLS OF THE LOVE OF AILLÉN, [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] EOGABAL'S SON, FOR MANANNAN'S WIFE AND THAT OF AINE FOR MANANNAN. AINE OFFERED HER FAVOURS TO THE GOD IF HE WOULD GIVE HIS WIFE TO HER BROTHER, AND "THE COMPLICATED BIT OF ROMANCE," AS S. PATRICK CALLS IT, WAS THUS ARRANGED. ALTHOUGH THE IRISH GODS ARE WARRIORS, AND THERE ARE SPECIAL WAR-GODS, YET WAR-GODDESSES ARE MORE PROMINENT, USUALLY AS A GROUP OF THREE--MORRIGAN, NEMAN, AND MACHA. A FOURTH, BADB, SOMETIMES TAKES THE PLACE OF ONE OF THESE, OR IS IDENTICAL WITH MORRIGAN, OR HER NAME, LIKE THAT OF MORRIGAN, MAY BE GENERIC. BADB MEANS "A SCALD-CROW," UNDER WHICH FORM THE WAR-GODDESSES APPEARED, PROBABLY BECAUSE THESE BIRDS WERE SEEN NEAR THE SLAIN. SHE IS ALSO CALLED BADBCATHA, "BATTLE-BADB," AND IS THUS THE EQUIVALENT OF -ATHUBODUA, OR, MORE PROBABLY, CATHUBODUA, MENTIONED IN AN INSCRIPTION FROM HAUTE-SAVOIE, WHILE THIS, AS WELL AS PERSONAL NAMES LIKE BODUOGENOS, SHOWS THAT A GODDESS BODUA WAS KNOWN TO THE GAULS. THE BADB OR BATTLE-CROW IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE FOMORIAN TETHRA, BUT BADB HERSELF IS CONSORT OF A WAR-GOD NÉT, ONE OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN, WHO MAY BE THE EQUIVALENT OF NETON, MENTIONED IN SPANISH INSCRIPTIONS AND EQUATED WITH MARS. ELSEWHERE NEMAN IS NÉT'S CONSORT, AND SHE MAY BE THE NEMETONA OF INSCRIPTIONS, AT BATH, THE CONSORT OF MARS. CORMAC CALLS NÉT AND NEMAN "A VENOMOUS COUPLE," WHICH WE MAY WELL BELIEVE THEM TO HAVE BEEN. TO MACHA WERE DEVOTED THE HEADS OF SLAIN ENEMIES, "MACHA'S MAST," BUT SHE, ACCORDING TO THE ANNALISTS, WAS SLAIN AT MAG-TURED, THOUGH SHE REAPPEARS IN THE CÚCHULAINN SAGA AS THE MACHA WHOSE ILL-TREATMENT LED TO THE "DEBILITY" OF THE ULSTERMEN. THE NAME MORRIGAN MAY MEAN "GREAT QUEEN," THOUGH DR. STOKES, CONNECTING MOR WITH THE SAME SYLLABLE IN "FOMORIAN," EXPLAINS IT AS "NIGHTMARE-QUEEN." SHE WORKS GREAT HARM TO THE FOMORIANS AT MAG-TURED, AND AFTERWARDS PROCLAIMS THE VICTORY TO THE HILLS, RIVERS, AND FAIRY-HOSTS, UTTERING ALSO A PROPHECY OF THE EVILS TO COME AT THE END OF TIME. SHE REAPPEARS PROMINENTLY IN THE CÚCHULAINN SAGA, HOSTILE TO THE HERO BECAUSE HE REJECTS HER [SEXLESS] LOVE, YET AIDING THE HOSTS OF ULSTER AND THE BROWN BULL, AND IN THE END TRYING TO PREVENT THE HERO'S DEATH. THE PROMINENT POSITION OF THESE GODDESSES MUST BE CONNECTED WITH THE FACT THAT WOMEN WENT OUT TO WAR--A CUSTOM SAID TO HAVE BEEN STOPPED BY ADAMNAN AT HIS MOTHER’S REQUEST, AND THAT MANY PROMINENT HEROINES OF THE HEROIC CYCLES ARE WARRIORS, LIKE THE BRITISH BOUDICCA, WHOSE NAME MAY BE CONNECTED WITH BOUDI, "VICTORY." SPECIFIC TITLES WERE GIVEN TO SUCH CLASSES OF FEMALE WARRIORS--BANGAISGEDAIG, BANFEINNIDI, ETC. BUT IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THESE GODDESSES WERE AT FIRST CONNECTED WITH FERTILITY, THEIR FUNCTIONS CHANGING WITH THE GROWING WARLIKE TENDENCIES OF THE CELTS. THEIR NUMBER RECALLS THAT OF THE THREEFOLD MATRES, AND POSSIBLY THE CHANGE IN THEIR CHARACTER IS HINTED IN THE ROMANO-BRITISH INSCRIPTION AT BENWELL TO THE LAMIIS TRIBUS, SINCE MORRIGAN'S NAME IS GLOSSED LAMIA. SHE IS ALSO IDENTIFIED WITH ANU, AND IS MISTRESS OF DAGDA, AN EARTH-GOD, AND WITH BADB AND OTHERS EXPELS THE FOMORIANS WHEN THEY DESTROYED THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE OF IRELAND. PROBABLY THE SCALD-CROW WAS AT ONCE THE SYMBOL AND THE INCARNATION OF THE WAR-GODDESSES, WHO RESEMBLE THE NORSE VALKYRIES, APPEARING SOMETIMES AS CROWS, AND THE GREEK KERES, BIRD-LIKE BEINGS WHICH DRANK THE BLOOD OF THE SLAIN. IT IS ALSO INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT BADB, WHO HAS THE CHARACTER OF A PROPHETESS OF EVIL, IS OFTEN IDENTIFIED WITH THE "WASHER AT THE FORD," WHOSE PRESENCE INDICATES DEATH TO HIM WHOSE ARMOR OR GARMENTS SHE SEEMS TO CLEANSE. THE MATRES, GODDESSES OF FERTILITY, DO NOT APPEAR BY NAME IN IRELAND, BUT THE TRIPLICATION OF SUCH GODDESSES AS MORRIGAN AND BRIGIT, THE THREEFOLD NAME OF DAGDA'S WIFE, OR THE FACT THAT ANU, DANU, AND BUANAN ARE CALLED "MOTHERS," WHILE BUANAN'S NAME IS SOMETIMES RENDERED "GOOD MOTHER," MAY SUGGEST THAT SUCH GROUPED GODDESSES WERE NOT UNKNOWN. LATER LEGEND KNOWS OF WHITE WOMEN WHO ASSIST IN SPINNING, OR THREE HAGS WITH POWER OVER NATURE, OR, AS IN THE BATTLE OF VENTRY, OF THREE SUPERNATURAL WOMEN WHO FALL IN [SEXLESS] LOVE WITH COUNCRITHIR, AID HIM IN FIGHT, AND HEAL HIS WOUNDS. IN THIS DOCUMENT AND ELSEWHERE IS MENTIONED THE "SÍD OF THE WHITE WOMEN." GODDESSES OF FERTILITY ARE USUALLY GODDESSES OF LOVE, AND THE PROMINENCE GIVEN TO FEMALES AMONG, THE SÍDE, THE FACT THAT THEY ARE OFTEN CALLED BE FIND, "WHITE WOMEN," LIKE FAIRIES WHO REPRESENT THE MATRES ELSEWHERE, AND THAT THEY FREELY OFFER THEIR LOVE TO MORTALS, MAY CONNECT THEM WITH THIS GROUP OF GODDESSES. AGAIN, WHEN THE MILESIANS ARRIVED IN IRELAND, THREE KINGS OF THE TUATHA DEA HAD WIVES CALLED ERIU, BANBA, AND FOTLA, WHO BEGGED THAT IRELAND SHOULD BE CALLED AFTER THEM. THIS WAS GRANTED, BUT ONLY ERIU (ERIN) REMAINED IN GENERAL USE. THE STORY IS AN AETIOLOGICAL MYTH EXPLAINING THE NAMES OF IRELAND, BUT THE THREE WIVES MAY BE A GROUP LIKE THE MATRES, GUARDIANS OF THE LAND WHICH TOOK ITS NAME FROM THEM. BRIAN, IUCHAR, AND IUCHARBA, WHO GIVE A TITLE TO THE WHOLE GROUP, ARE CALLED TRI DEE DONAND, "THE THREE GODS (SONS OF) DANU," OR, AGAIN, "GODS OF DÁN" (KNOWLEDGE), PERHAPS AS THE RESULT OF A FOLK-ETYMOLOGY, ASSOCIATING DÁN WITH THEIR MOTHER’S NAME DANU. VARIOUS ATTRIBUTES ARE PERSONIFIED AS THEIR DESCENDANTS, WISDOM BEING SON OF ALL THREE. THOUGH SOME OF THESE ATTRIBUTES MAY HAVE BEEN ACTUAL GODS, ESPECIALLY ECNE OR WISDOM, YET IT IS MORE PROBABLE THAT THE PERSONIFICATION IS THE RESULT OF THE SUBTLETIES OF BARDIC SCIENCE, OF WHICH SIMILAR EXAMPLES OCCUR. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE FACT THAT ECNE IS THE SON OF THREE BROTHERS, MAY RECALL SOME EARLY PRACTICE OF POLYANDRY OF WHICH INSTANCES ARE MET WITH IN THE SAGAS. M. D'ARBOIS HAS SUGGESTED THAT IUCHAR AND IUCHARBA ARE MERE DUPLICATES OF BRIAN, WHO USUALLY TAKES THE LEADING PLACE, AND HE IDENTIFIES THEM WITH THREE KINGS OF THE TUATHA DEA REIGNING AT THE TIME OF THE MILESIAN INVASION--MACCUILL, MACCECHT, AND MACGRAINNE, SO CALLED, ACCORDING TO KEATING, BECAUSE THE HAZEL (COLL), THE PLOUGH (CECHT), AND THE SUN (GRIAN) WERE "GODS OF WORSHIP" TO THEM. BOTH GROUPS ARE GRANDSONS OF DAGDA, AND M. D'ARBOIS REGARDS THIS SECOND GROUP AS ALSO TRIPLICATES OF ONE GOD, BECAUSE THEIR WIVES FOTLA, BANBA, AND ERIU ALL BEAR NAMES OF IRELAND ITSELF, ARE PERSONIFICATIONS OF THE LAND, AND THUS MAY BE "REDUCED TO UNITY." WHILE THIS REASONING IS INGENIOUS, IT SHOULD BE REMEMBERED THAT WE MUST NOT LAY TOO MUCH STRESS UPON IRISH DIVINE GENEALOGIES, WHILE EACH GROUP OF THREE MAY HAVE BEEN SIMILAR LOCAL GODS ASSOCIATED AT A LATER TIME AS BROTHERS. THEIR SEPARATE PERSONALITY IS SUGGESTED BY THE FACT THAT THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN ARE CALLED AFTER THEM "THE MEN OF THE THREE GODS," AND THEIR SUPREMACY APPEARS IN THE INCIDENT OF DAGDA, LUG, AND OGMA CONSULTING THEM BEFORE THE FIGHT AT MAG-TURED--A NATURAL PROCEEDING IF THEY WERE GODS OF KNOWLEDGE OR DESTINY. THE BROTHERS ARE SAID TO HAVE SLAIN THE GOD CIAN, AND TO HAVE BEEN THEMSELVES SLAIN BY LUG, AND ON THIS SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN BASED THE STORY OF THE CHILDREN OF TUIRENN, IN WHICH THEY PERISH THROUGH THEIR EXERTIONS IN OBTAINING THE ERIC DEMANDED BY LUG. HERE THEY ARE SONS OF TUIRENN, BUT MORE USUALLY THEIR MOTHER DANU OR BRIGIT IS MENTIONED. ANOTHER SON OF BRIGIT'S WAS OGMA, MASTER OF POETRY AND INVENTOR OF OGHAM WRITING, THE WORD BEING DERIVED FROM HIS NAME. IT IS MORE PROBABLE THAT OGMA'S NAME IS A DERIVATIVE FROM SOME WORD SIGNIFYING "SPEECH" OR "WRITING," AND THAT THE CONNECTION WITH "OGHAM" MAY BE A MERE FOLK-ETYMOLOGY. OGMA APPEARS AS THE CHAMPION OF THE GODS, A POSITION GIVEN HIM PERHAPS FROM THE PRIMITIVE CUSTOM OF ROUSING THE WARRIORS' EMOTIONS BY ELOQUENT SPEECHES BEFORE A BATTLE. SIMILARLY, THE BABYLONIAN MARDUK, "SEER OF THE GODS," WAS ALSO THEIR CHAMPION IN FIGHT. OGMA FOUGHT AND DIED AT MAG-TURED; BUT IN OTHER ACCOUNTS HE SURVIVES, CAPTURES TETHRA'S SWORD, GOES ON THE QUEST FOR DAGDA'S HARP, AND IS GIVEN A SÍD AFTER THE MILESIAN VICTORY. OGMA'S COUNTERPART IN GAUL IS OGMIOS, A HERAKLES AND A GOD OF ELOQUENCE, THUS BEARING THE DUAL CHARACTER OF OGMA, WHILE OGMA'S EPITHET GRIANAINECH, "OF THE SMILING COUNTENANCE," RECALLS LUCIAN'S ACCOUNT OF THE "SMILING FACE" OF OGMIOS. OGMA'S HIGH POSITION IS THE RESULT OF THE ADMIRATION OF BARDIC ELOQUENCE AMONG THE CELTS, WHOSE LOQUACITY WAS PROVERBIAL, AND TO HIM ITS ORIGIN WAS DOUBTLESS ASCRIBED, AS WELL AS THAT OF POETRY. THE GENEALOGISTS EXPLAIN HIS RELATIONSHIP TO THE OTHER DIVINITIES IN DIFFERENT WAYS, BUT THESE CONFUSIONS MAY RESULT FROM THE FACT THAT GODS HAD MORE THAN ONE NAME, OF WHICH THE ANNALISTS MADE SEPARATE PERSONALITIES. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] MOST USUALLY OGMA IS CALLED BRIGIT'S SON. HER FUNCTIONS WERE LIKE HIS OWN, BUT IN SPITE OF THE INCREASING SUPREMACY OF GODS OVER GODDESSES, HE NEVER REALLY ECLIPSED HER. AMONG OTHER CULTURE GODS WERE THOSE ASSOCIATED WITH THE ARTS AND CRAFTS--THE DEVELOPMENT OF CELTIC ART IN METAL-WORK NECESSITATING THE EXISTENCE OF GODS OF THIS ART. SUCH A GOD IS GOIBNIU, EPONYMOUS GOD OF SMITHS (OLD IR. GOBA, "SMITH"), AND THE DIVINE CRAFTSMAN AT THE BATTLE OF MAG-TURED, MAKING SPEARS WHICH NEVER FAILED TO KILL. SMITHS HAVE EVERYWHERE BEEN REGARDED AS UNCANNY--A TRADITION SURVIVING FROM THE FIRST INTRODUCTION OF METAL AMONG THOSE HITHERTO ACCUSTOMED TO STONE WEAPONS AND TOOLS. S. PATRICK PRAYED AGAINST THE "SPELLS OF WOMEN, SMITHS, AND DRUIDS," AND IT IS THUS NOT SURPRISING TO FIND THAT GOIBNIU HAD A REPUTATION FOR MAGIC, EVEN AMONG CHRISTIANS. A SPELL FOR MAKING BUTTER, IN AN EIGHTH CENTURY MS. PRESERVED AT S. GALL, APPEALS TO HIS "SCIENCE." CURIOUSLY ENOUGH, GOIBNIU IS ALSO CONNECTED WITH THE CULINARY ART IN MYTH, AND, LIKE HEPHAISTOS, PREPARES THE FEAST OF THE GODS, WHILE HIS ALE PRESERVES THEIR IMMORTALITY. THE ELATION PRODUCED BY HEADY LIQUORS CAUSED THEM TO BE REGARDED AS DRAUGHTS OF IMMORTALITY, LIKE SOMA, HAOMA, OR NECTAR. GOIBNIU SURVIVES IN TRADITION AS THE GOBHAN SAER, TO WHOM THE BUILDING OF ROUND TOWERS IS ASCRIBED. ANOTHER GOD OF CRAFTS WAS CREIDNE THE BRAZIER (IR. CERD, "ARTIFICER"; CF. SCOTS CAIRD, "TINKER"), WHO ASSISTED IN MAKING A SILVER HAND FOR NUADA, AND SUPPLIED WITH MAGICAL RAPIDITY PARTS OF THE WEAPONS USED AT MAG-TURED. ACCORDING TO THE ANNALISTS, HE WAS DROWNED WHILE BRINGING GOLDEN ORE FROM SPAIN. LUCHTINE, GOD OF CARPENTERS, PROVIDED SPEAR-HANDLES FOR THE BATTLE, AND WITH MARVELOUS SKILL FLUNG THEM INTO THE SOCKETS OF THE SPEAR-HEADS. DIANCECHT, WHOSE NAME MAY MEAN "SWIFT IN POWER," WAS GOD OF MEDICINE, AND, WITH CREIDNE'S HELP, FASHIONED A SILVER HAND FOR NUADA. HIS SON MIACH REPLACED THIS BY A MAGIC RESTORATION OF THE REAL HAND, AND IN JEALOUSY HIS FATHER SLEW HIM--A VERSION OF THE MÄRCHEN FORMULA OF THE JEALOUS MASTER. THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE HERBS GREW FROM HIS GRAVE, AND WERE ARRANGED ACCORDING TO THEIR PROPERTIES BY HIS SISTER AIRMED, BUT DIANCECHT AGAIN CONFUSED THEM, "SO THAT NO ONE KNOWS THEIR PROPER CURES." AT THE SECOND BATTLE OF MAG-TURED, DIANCECHT PRESIDED OVER A HEALING-WELL CONTAINING MAGIC HERBS. THESE AND THE POWER OF SPELLS CAUSED THE MORTALLY WOUNDED WHO WERE PLACED IN IT TO RECOVER. HENCE IT WAS CALLED "THE SPRING OF HEALTH." DIANCECHT, ASSOCIATED WITH A HEALING-WELL, MAY BE COGNATE WITH GRANNOS. HE IS ALSO REFERRED TO IN THE S. GALL MS., WHERE HIS HEALING POWERS ARE EXTOLLED. AN EARLY CHIEF OF THE GODS IS DAGDA, WHO, IN THE STORY OF THE BATTLE OF MAG-TURED, IS SAID TO BE SO CALLED BECAUSE HE PROMISED TO DO MORE THAN ALL THE OTHER GODS TOGETHER. HENCE, THEY SAID, "IT IS THOU, ART THE GOOD HAND" (DAG-DAE). THE CÓIR ANMANN EXPLAINS DAGDA AS "FIRE OF GOD" (DAIG AND DÉA). THE TRUE DERIVATION IS FROM DAGOS, "GOOD," AND DEIVOS, "GOD," THOUGH DR. STOKES CONSIDERS DAGDA AS CONNECTED WITH DAGH, WHENCE DAGHDA, "CUNNING." DAGDA IS ALSO CALLED CERA, A WORD PERHAPS DERIVED FROM KAR AND CONNECTED WITH LAT. CERUS, "CREATOR" AND OTHER NAMES OF HIS ARE RUAD-ROFHESSA, "LORD OF GREAT KNOWLEDGE," AND EOCHAID OLLATHAIR, "GREAT FATHER," "FOR A GREAT FATHER TO THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN WAS HE." HE IS ALSO CALLED "A BEAUTIFUL GOD," AND "THE PRINCIPAL GOD OF THE PAGANS." AFTER THE BATTLE HE DIVIDES THE BRUGS OR SÍD AMONG THE GODS, BUT HIS SON OENGUS, HAVING BEEN OMITTED, BY A STRATAGEM SUCCEEDED IN OUSTING HIS FATHER FROM HIS SÍD, OVER WHICH HE NOW HIMSELF REIGNED--POSSIBLY THE SURVIVAL OF AN OLD MYTH TELLING OF A SUPERSEDING OF DAGDA'S CULT BY THAT OF OENGUS, A COMMON ENOUGH OCCURRENCE IN ALL RELIGIONS. IN ANOTHER VERSION, DAGDA BEING DEAD, BODB DEARG DIVIDES THE SÍD, AND MANANNAN MAKES THE TUATHA DEA INVISIBLE AND IMMORTAL. HE ALSO HELPS OENGUS TO DRIVE OUT HIS FOSTER-FATHER ELCMAR FROM HIS BRUG, WHERE OENGUS NOW LIVES AS A GOD. THE UNDERGROUND BRUGS ARE THE GODS' LAND, IN ALL RESPECTS RESEMBLING THE OVERSEA ELYSIUM, AND AT ONCE BURIAL-PLACES OF THE EUHEMERIZED GODS AND LOCAL FORMS OF THE DIVINE LAND. PROFESSOR RHŶS REGARDS DAGDA AS AN ATMOSPHERIC GOD; DR. MACBAIN SEES IN HIM A SKY-GOD. MORE PROBABLY HE IS AN EARLY EARTH-GOD AND A GOD OF AGRICULTURE. HE HAS POWER OVER CORN AND MILK, AND AGREES TO PREVENT THE OTHER GODS FROM DESTROYING THESE AFTER THEIR DEFEAT BY THE MILESIANS--FORMER BENEFICENT GODS BEING REGARDED AS HURTFUL, A NOT UNCOMMON RESULT OF THE TRIUMPH OF A NEW FAITH. DAGDA IS CALLED "THE GOD OF THE EARTH" "BECAUSE OF THE GREATNESS OF HIS POWER." MYTHICAL OBJECTS ASSOCIATED WITH HIM SUGGEST PLENTY AND FERTILITY--HIS CAULDRON WHICH SATISFIED ALL COMERS, HIS UNFAILING SWINE, ONE ALWAYS LIVING, THE OTHER READY FOR COOKING, A VESSEL OF ALE, AND THREE TREES ALWAYS LADEN WITH FRUIT. THESE WERE IN HIS SÍD, WHERE NONE EVER TASTED DEATH; HENCE HIS SÍD WAS A LOCAL ELYSIUM, NOT A GLOOMY LAND OF DEATH, BUT THE UNDERWORLD IN ITS PRIMITIVE ASPECT AS THE PLACE OF GODS OF FERTILITY. IN SOME MYTHS HE APPEARS WITH A HUGE CLUB OR FORK, AND M. D'ARBOIS SUGGESTS THAT HE MAY THUS BE AN EQUIVALENT OF THE GAULISH GOD WITH THE MALLET. THIS IS PROBABLE, SINCE THE GAULISH GOD MAY HAVE BEEN A FORM OF DISPATER, AN EARTH OR UNDER-EARTH GOD OF FERTILITY. IF DAGDA WAS A GOD OF FERTILITY, HE MAY HAVE BEEN AN EQUIVALENT OF A GOD WHOSE IMAGE WAS CALLED CENN OR CROMM CRUAICH, "HEAD OR CROOKED ONE OF THE MOUND," OR "BLOODY HEAD OR CRESCENT." VALLANCEY, CITING A TEXT NOW LOST, SAYS THAT CROM-EOCHA WAS A NAME OF DAGDA, AND THAT A MOTTO AT THE SACRIFICIAL PLACE AT TARA READ, "LET THE ALTAR EVER BLAZE TO DAGDA." THESE STATEMENTS MAY SUPPORT THIS IDENTIFICATION. THE CULT OF CROMM IS PRESERVED IN SOME VERSES: "HE WAS THEIR GOD, THE WITHERED CROMM. WITH MANY MISTS...TO HIM WITHOUT GLORY THEY WOULD KILL THEIR PITEOUS WRETCHED OFFSPRING, WITH MUCH WAILING AND PERIL, TO POUR THEIR BLOOD AROUND CROMM CRUAICH. MILK AND CORN THEY WOULD ASK FROM HIM SPEEDILY IN RETURN FOR A THIRD OF THEIR HEALTHY ISSUE, GREAT WAS THE HORROR AND FEAR OF HIM. TO HIM NOBLE GAELS WOULD PROSTRATE THEMSELVES." ELSEWHERE WE LEARN THAT THIS SACRIFICE IN RETURN FOR THE GIFTS OF CORN AND MILK FROM THE GOD TOOK PLACE AT SAMHAIN, AND THAT ON ONE OCCASION THE VIOLENT PROSTRATIONS OF THE WORSHIPPERS CAUSED THREE-FOURTHS OF THEM TO DIE. AGAIN, "THEY BEAT THEIR PALMS, THEY POUNDED THEIR BODIES...THEY SHED FALLING SHOWERS OF TEARS." THESE ARE REMINISCENCES OF ORGIASTIC RITES IN WHICH PAIN AND PLEASURE MELT INTO ONE. THE GOD MUST HAVE BEEN A GOD OF FERTILITY; THE BLOOD OF THE VICTIMS WAS POURED ON THE IMAGE, THE FLESH, AS IN ANALOGOUS SAVAGE RITES AND FOLK-SURVIVALS, MAY HAVE BEEN BURIED IN THE FIELDS TO PROMOTE FERTILITY. IF SO, THE VICTIMS' FLESH WAS INSTINCT WITH THE POWER OF THE DIVINITY, AND, THOUGH THEIR NUMBER IS OBVIOUSLY EXAGGERATED, SEVERAL VICTIMS MAY HAVE TAKEN THE PLACE OF AN EARLIER SLAIN REPRESENTATIVE OF THE GOD. A MYTHIC CROM DUBH, "BLACK CROM," WHOSE FESTIVAL OCCURS ON THE FIRST SUNDAY IN AUGUST, MAY BE ANOTHER FORM OF CROMM CRUAICH. IN ONE STORY THE NAME IS TRANSFERRED TO S. PATRICK'S SERVANT, WHO IS ASKED BY THE FAIRIES WHEN THEY WILL GO TO PARADISE. "NOT TILL THE DAY OF JUDGMENT," IS THE ANSWER, AND FOR THIS THEY CEASE TO HELP MEN IN THE PROCESSES OF AGRICULTURE. BUT IN A VARIANT MANANNAN BIDS CROM ASK THIS QUESTION, AND THE SAME RESULT FOLLOWS. THESE TALES THUS ENSHRINE THE IDEA THAT CROM AND THE FAIRIES WERE ANCIENT GODS OF GROWTH WHO CEASED TO HELP MEN WHEN THEY DESERTED THEM FOR THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. IF THE SACRIFICE WAS OFFERED AT THE AU 'CRUST FESTIVAL, OR, AS THE TEXTS SUGGEST, AT SAMHAIN, AFTER HARVEST, IT MUST HAVE BEEN ON ACCOUNT OF THE NEXT YEAR'S CROP, AND THE FLESH MAY HAVE BEEN MINGLED WITH THE SEED CORN. DAGDA MAY THUS HAVE BEEN A GOD OF GROWTH AND FERTILITY. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] HIS WIFE OR MISTRESS WAS THE RIVER-GODDESS, BOAND (THE BOYNE), AND THE CHILDREN ASCRIBED TO HIM WERE OENGUS, BODB DEARG, DANU, BRIGIT, AND PERHAPS OGMA. THE EUHEMERISTS MADE HIM DIE OF CETHLENN'S VENOM, LONG AFTER THE BATTLE OF MAG-TURED IN WHICH HE ENCOUNTERED HER. IRISH MYTHOLOGY IS REMARKABLY FREE FROM OBSCENE AND GROTESQUE MYTHS, BUT SOME OF THESE CLUSTER ROUND DAGDA. WE HEAR OF THE GARGANTUAN MEAL PROVIDED FOR HIM IN SPORT BY THE FOMORIANS, AND OF WHICH HE ATE SO MUCH THAT "NOT EASY WAS IT FOR HIM TO MOVE AND UNSEEMLY WAS HIS APPAREL," AS WELL AS HIS CONDUCT WITH A FOMORIAN BEAUTY. ANOTHER AMOUR OF HIS WAS WITH MORRIGAN, THE PLACE WHERE IT OCCURRED BEING STILL KNOWN AS "THE COUPLE'S BED." IN ANOTHER TALE DAGDA ACTS AS COOK TO CONAIRE THE GREAT. THE BEAUTIFUL AND FASCINATING OENGUS IS SOMETIMES CALLED MAC IND OC, "SON OF THE YOUNG ONES," DAGDA AND BOAND, OR IN MAC OC, "THE YOUNG SON." THIS NAME, LIKE THE MYTH OF HIS DISINHERITING HIS FATHER, MAY POINT TO HIS CULT SUPERSEDING THAT OF DAGDA. IF SO, HE MAY THEN HAVE BEEN AFFILIATED TO THE OLDER GOD, AS WAS FREQUENTLY DONE IN PARALLEL CASES, E.G. IN BABYLON. OENGUS MAY THUS HAVE BEEN THE HIGH GOD OF SOME TRIBE WHO ASSUMED SUPREMACY, OUSTING THE HIGH GOD OF ANOTHER TRIBE, UNLESS WE SUPPOSE THAT DAGDA WAS A PRE-CELTIC GOD WITH FUNCTIONS SIMILAR TO THOSE OF OENGUS, AND THAT THE CELTS ADOPTED HIS CULT BUT GAVE THAT OF OENGUS A HIGHER PLACE. IN ONE MYTH THE SUPREMACY OF OENGUS. IS SEEN. AFTER THE FIRST BATTLE OF MAG-TURED, DAGDA IS FORCED TO BECOME THE SLAVE OF BRES, AND IS MUCH ANNOYED BY A LAMPOONER WHO EXTORTS THE BEST PIECES OF HIS RATIONS. FOLLOWING THE ADVICE OF OENGUS, HE NOT ONLY CAUSES THE LAMPOONER'S DEATH, BUT TRIUMPHS OVER THE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] FOMORIANS. ON INSUFFICIENT GROUNDS, MAINLY BECAUSE HE WAS PATRON OF DIARMAID, BELOVED OF WOMEN, AND BECAUSE HIS KISSES BECAME BIRDS WHICH WHISPERED [SEXLESS] LOVE THOUGHTS TO YOUTHS AND MAIDENS, OENGUS HAS BEEN CALLED THE EROS OF THE GAELS. MORE PROBABLY BE WAS PRIMARILY A SUPREME GOD OF GROWTH, WHO OCCASIONALLY SUFFERED ECLIPSE DURING THE TIME OF DEATH IN NATURE, LIKE TAMMUZ AND ADONIS, AND THIS MAY EXPLAIN HIS ABSENCE FROM MAG-TURED. THE BEAUTIFUL STORY OF HIS VISION OF A MAIDEN WITH WHOM HE FELL VIOLENTLY IN [SEXLESS] LOVE CONTAINS TOO MANY MÄRCHEN FORMULAE TO BE OF ANY MYTHOLOGICAL OR RELIGIOUS VALUE. HIS MOTHER BOAND CAUSED SEARCH TO BE MADE FOR HER, BUT WITHOUT AVAIL. AT LAST SHE WAS DISCOVERED TO BE THE DAUGHTER OF A SEMI-DIVINE LORD OF A SÍD, BUT ONLY THROUGH THE HELP OF MORTALS WAS THE SECRET OF HOW SHE COULD BE TAKEN WRUNG FROM HIM. SHE WAS A SWAN-MAIDEN [MERMAID], AND ON A CERTAIN DAY ONLY WOULD OENGUS OBTAIN HER. ULTIMATELY, SHE BECAME HIS WIFE. THE STORY IS INTERESTING BECAUSE IT SHOWS HOW THE GODS OCCASIONALLY REQUIRED MORTAL AID. EQUALLY INFLUENCED BY MÄRCHEN FORMULAE IS THE STORY OF OENGUS AND ETAIN. ETAIN AND FUAMNACH WERE WIVES OF MIDER, BUT FUAMNACH WAS JEALOUS OF ETAIN, AND TRANSFORMED HER INTO AN INSECT. IN THIS SHAPE OENGUS FOUND HER, AND PLACED HER IN A GLASS GRIANAN OR BOWER FILLED WITH FLOWERS, THE PERFUME OF WHICH SUSTAINED HER. HE CARRIED THE GRIANAN WITH HIM WHEREVER HE WENT, BUT FUAMNACH RAISED A MAGIC WIND WHICH BLEW ETAIN AWAY TO THE ROOF OF ETAIR, A NOBLE OF ULSTER. SHE FELL THROUGH A SMOKE-HOLE INTO A GOLDEN CUP OF WINE, AND WAS SWALLOWED BY ETAIR'S WIFE, OF WHOM SHE WAS REBORN. PROFESSOR RHŶS RESOLVES ALL THIS INTO A SUN AND DAWN MYTH. OENGUS IS THE SUN, ETAIN THE DAWN, THE GRIANAN THE EXPANSE OF THE SKY. BUT THE DAWN DOES NOT GROW STRONGER WITH THE SUN'S INFLUENCE, AS ETAIN DID UNDER THAT OF OENGUS. AT THE SUN'S APPEARANCE THE DAWN BEGINS "TO FAINT IN THE LIGHT OF THE SUN SHE [SEXLESSLY] LOVES, TO FAINT IN HIS LIGHT AND TO DIE." [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] THE WHOLE STORY IS BUILT UP ON THE WELL-KNOWN MÄRCHEN FORMULÆ OF THE "TRUE BRIDE" AND THE "TWO BROTHERS," BUT ACCOMMODATED TO WELL-KNOWN MYTHIC PERSONAGES, AND THE GRIANAN IS THE CELTIC EQUIVALENT OF VARIOUS OBJECTS IN STORIES OF THE "CINDERELLA" TYPE, IN WHICH THE HEROINE CONCEALS HERSELF, THE OBJECT BEING BOUGHT BY THE HERO AND KEPT IN HIS ROOM. THUS, THE TALE REVEALS NOTHING OF ETAIN'S DIVINE FUNCTIONS, BUT IT ILLUSTRATES THE METHOD OF THE "MYTHOLOGICAL" SCHOOL IN DISCOVERING SUN-HEROES AND DAWN-MAIDENS IN ANY INCIDENT, MYTHICAL OR NOT. OENGUS APPEARS IN THE FIONN CYCLE AS THE FOSTERER AND PROTECTOR OF DIARMAID. WITH MIDER, BODB, AND MORRIGAN, HE EXPELS THE FOMORIANS WHEN THEY DESTROY THE CORN, FRUIT, AND MILK OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. THIS MAY POINT TO HIS FUNCTIONS AS A GOD OF FERTILITY. ALTHOUGH MIDER APPEARS MAINLY AS A KING OF THE SÍDE AND RULER OF THE BRUG OF BRI LÉITH, HE IS ALSO CONNECTED WITH THE TUATHA DEA. LEARNING THAT ETAIN HAD BEEN REBORN AND WAS NOW MARRIED TO KING EOCHAID, HE RECOVERED HER FROM HIM, BUT LOST HER AGAIN WHEN EOCHAID ATTACKED HIS BRUG. HE WAS ULTIMATELY AVENGED IN THE SERIES OF TRAGIC EVENTS WHICH LED TO THE DEATH OF EOCHAID'S DESCENDANT CONAIRE. THOUGH HIS SÍD IS LOCATED IN IRELAND, IT HAS SO MUCH RESEMBLANCE TO ELYSIUM THAT MIDER MUST BE REGARDED AS ONE OF ITS LORDS. HENCE, HE APPEARS AS RULER OF THE ISLE OF FALGA, THE ISLE OF MAN REGARDED AS ELYSIUM. THENCE HIS DAUGHTER BLÁTHNAT, HIS MAGICAL COWS AND CAULDRON, WERE STOLEN BY CÚCHULAINN AND CUROI, AND HIS THREE CRANES FROM BRI LÉITH BY AITHERNE--PERHAPS DISTORTED VERSIONS OF THE MYTHS WHICH TOLD HOW VARIOUS ANIMALS AND GIFTS CAME FROM THE GOD’S LAND. MIDER MAY BE THE IRISH EQUIVALENT OF A LOCAL GAULISH GOD, MEDROS, DEPICTED ON BAS-RELIEFS WITH A COW OR BULL. THE VICTORY OF THE TUATHA DEA AT THE FIRST BATTLE OF MAG-TURED, IN JUNE, THEIR VICTORY FOLLOWED, HOWEVER, BY THE DEATHS OF MANY OF THEM AT THE SECOND BATTLE IN NOVEMBER, MAY POINT TO OLD MYTHS DRAMATISING THE PHENOMENA OF NATURE, AND CONNECTED WITH THE RITUAL OF SUMMER AND WINTER FESTIVALS. THE POWERS OF LIGHT AND GROWTH ARE IN THE ASCENDANT IN SUMMER; THEY SEEM TO DIE IN WINTER. CHRISTIAN EUHEMERISTS MADE USE OF THESE MYTHS, BUT REGARDED THE GODS AS WARRIORS WHO WERE SLAIN, NOT AS THOSE WHO DIE AND REVIVE AGAIN. AT THE SECOND BATTLE, NUADA LOSES HIS LIFE; AT THE FIRST, THOUGH HIS FORCES ARE VICTORIOUS, HIS HAND WAS CUT OFF BY THE FOMORIAN SRENG, FOR EVEN WHEN VICTORIOUS THE GODS MUST SUFFER. A SILVER HAND WAS MADE FOR HIM BY DIANCECHT, AND HENCE HE WAS CALLED NUADA ARGETLÁM, "OF THE SILVER HAND." PROFESSOR RHŶS REGARDS HIM AS A CELTIC ZEUS, PARTLY BECAUSE HE IS KING OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN, PARTLY BECAUSE BE, LIKE ZEUS OR TYR, WHO LOST TENDONS OR A HAND THROUGH THE WILES OF EVIL GODS, IS ALSO MAIMED. SIMILARLY, IN THE RIG-VEDA THE AÇVINS SUBSTITUTE A LEG OF IRON FOR THE LEG OF VISPALA, CUT OFF IN BATTLE, AND THE SUN IS CALLED "GOLDEN-HANDED" BECAUSE SAVITRI CUT OFF HIS HAND AND THE PRIESTS REPLACED IT BY ONE OF GOLD. THE MYTH OF NUADA'S HAND MAY HAVE ARISEN FROM PRIMITIVE ATTEMPTS AT REPLACING LOPPED-OFF LIMBS, AS WELL AS FROM THE FACT THAT NO IRISH KING MUST HAVE ANY BODILY DEFECT, OR POSSIBLY BECAUSE AN IMAGE OF NUADA MAY HAVE LACKED A HAND OR POSSESSED ONE OF SILVER. IMAGES WERE OFTEN MAIMED OR GIVEN ARTIFICIAL LIMBS, AND MYTHS THEN AROSE TO EXPLAIN THE CUSTOM. NUADA APPEARS TO BE A GOD OF LIFE AND GROWTH, BUT HE IS NOT A SUN-GOD. HIS WELSH EQUIVALENT IS LLÛD LLAWEREINT, OR "SILVER-HANDED," WHO DELIVERS HIS PEOPLE FROM VARIOUS SCOURGES. HIS DAUGHTER CREIDYLAD IS TO BE WEDDED TO GWYTHUR, BUT IS KIDNAPPED BY GWYN. ARTHUR DECIDES THAT THEY MUST FIGHT FOR HER YEARLY ON 1ST MAY UNTIL THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, WHEN THE VICTOR WOULD GAIN HER HAND. PROFESSOR RHŶS REGARDS CREIDYLAD AS A PERSEPHONE, WEDDED ALTERNATELY TO LIGHT AND DARK DIVINITIES. BUT THE STORY MAY RATHER BE EXPLANATORY OF SUCH RITUAL ACTS AS ARE FOUND IN FOLK-SURVIVALS IN THE FORM OF FIGHTS BETWEEN SUMMER AND WINTER, IN WHICH A QUEEN OF MAY FIGURES, AND INTENDED TO ASSIST THE CONFLICT OF THE GODS OF GROWTH WITH THOSE OF BLIGHT. CREIDYLAD IS DAUGHTER OF A PROBABLE GOD OF GROWTH, NOR IS IT IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE STORY OF THE BATTLE OF MAG-TURED IS BASED ON MYTHIC EXPLANATIONS OF SUCH RITUAL COMBATS. THE BRYTHONS WORSHIPPED NUADA AS NODONS IN ROMANO-BRITISH TIMES. THE REMAINS OF HIS TEMPLE EXIST NEAR THE MOUTH OF THE SEVERN, AND THE GOD MAY HAVE BEEN EQUATED WITH MARS, THOUGH CERTAIN SYMBOLS SEEM TO CONNECT HIM WITH THE WATERS AS A KIND OF NEPTUNE. AN IRISH MYTHIC POET NUADA [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] NECHT MAY BE THE NECHTAN WHO OWNED A MAGIC WELL WHENCE ISSUED THE BOYNE, AND WAS PERHAPS A WATER-GOD. IF SUCH A WATER-GOD WAS ASSOCIATED WITH NUADA, HE AND NODONS MIGHT BE A CELTIC NEPTUNE. BUT THE RELATIONSHIP AND FUNCTIONS OF THESE VARIOUS PERSONAGES ARE OBSCURE, NOR IS IT CERTAIN THAT NODONS WAS EQUATED WITH NEPTUNE OR THAT NUADA WAS A WATER-GOD. HIS NAME MAY BE COGNATE WITH WORDS MEANING "GROWTH," "POSSESSION," "HARVEST," AND THIS SUPPORTS THE VIEW TAKEN HERE OF HIS FUNCTIONS. THE WELSH NUDD HAEL, OR "THE GENEROUS," WHO POSSESSED A HERD OF 21,000 MILCH KINE, MAY BE A MEMORY OF THIS GOD, AND IT IS POSSIBLE THAT, AS A GOD OF GROWTH, NUADA HAD HUMAN INCARNATIONS CALLED BY HIS NAME. LER, WHOSE NAME MEANS "SEA," AND WHO WAS A GOD OF THE SEA, IS FATHER OF MANANNAN AS WELL AS OF THE PERSONAGES OF THE BEAUTIFUL STORY CALLED THE CHILDREN OF LIR, FROM WHICH WE LEARN PRACTICALLY ALL THAT IS KNOWN OF HIM. HE RESENTED NOT BEING MADE RULER OF THE TUATHA DEA, BUT WAS LATER RECONCILED WHEN THE DAUGHTER OF BODB DEARG WAS GIVEN TO HIM AS HIS WIFE. ON HER DEATH, HE MARRIED HER SISTER, WHO TRANSFORMED HER STEP-CHILDREN INTO SWANS. LER IS THE EQUIVALENT OF THE BRYTHONIC LLYR, LATER IMMORTALISED BY SHAKESPEARE AS KING LEAR. THE GREATNESS OF MANANNAN MAC LIR, "SON OF THE SEA," IS PROVED BY THE FACT THAT HE APPEARS IN MANY OF THE HEROIC TALES, AND IS STILL REMEMBERED IN TRADITION AND FOLK-TALE. HE IS A SEA-GOD WHO HAS BECOME MORE PROMINENT THAN THE OLDER GOD OF THE SEA, AND THOUGH NOT A SUPREME GOD, HE MUST HAVE HAD A FAR-SPREADING CULT. WITH BODB DEARG HE WAS ELECTED KING OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN. HE MADE THE GODS INVISIBLE AND IMMORTAL, GAVE THEM MAGICAL FOOD, AND ASSISTED OENGUS IN DRIVING OUT ELCMAR FROM HIS SÍD. LATER TRADITION SPOKE OF FOUR MANANNANS, PROBABLY LOCAL FORMS OF THE GOD, AS IS SUGGESTED BY THE FACT THAT THE TRUE NAME OF ONE OF THEM IS SAID TO BE ORBSEN, SON OF ALLOT. ANOTHER, THE SON OF LER, IS DESCRIBED AS A RENOWNED TRADER WHO DWELT IN THE ISLE OF MAN, THE BEST OF PILOTS, WEATHER-WISE, AND ABLE TO TRANSFORM HIMSELF AS HE PLEASED. THE CÓIR ANMANN ADDS THAT THE BRITONS AND THE MEN OF ERIN DEEMED HIM GOD OF THE SEA. THAT POSITION IS PLAINLY SEEN IN MANY TALES, IN THE MAGNIFICENT PASSAGE OF THE VOYAGE OF BRAN, WHERE HE SUDDENLY SWEEPS INTO SIGHT, RIDING IN A CHARIOT ACROSS THE WAVES FROM THE LAND OF PROMISE; OR IN THE TALE OF CÚCHULAINN'S SICKNESS, WHERE HIS WIFE FAND SEES HIM, "THE HORSEMAN OF THE CRESTED SEA," COMING ACROSS THE WAVES. IN THE AGALLAMH NA SENORACH HE APPEARS AS A CAVALIER BREASTING THE WAVES. "FOR THE SPACE OF NINE WAVES HE WOULD BE SUBMERGED IN THE SEA, BUT WOULD RISE ON THE CREST OF THE TENTH WITHOUT WETTING CHEST OR BREAST." IN ONE ARCHAIC TALE HE IS IDENTIFIED WITH A GREAT SEA WAVE WHICH SWEPT AWAY TUAG, WHILE THE WAVES ARE SOMETIMES CALLED "THE SON OF LIR'S HORSES"--A NAME STILL CURRENT IN IRELAND, OR, AGAIN, "THE LOCKS OF MANANNAN'S WIFE." HIS POSITION AS GOD OF THE SEA MAY HAVE GIVEN RISE TO THE BELIEF THAT HE WAS RULER OF THE OVERSEA ELYSIUM, AND, LATER, OF THE OTHER-WORLD AS A MAGICAL DOMAIN COTERMINOUS WITH THIS EARTH. HE IS STILL REMEMBERED IN THE ISLE OF MAN, WHICH MAY OWE ITS NAME TO HIM, AND WHICH, LIKE MANY ANOTHER ISLAND, WAS REGARDED BY THE GOIDELS AS THE ISLAND ELYSIUM UNDER ITS NAME OF ISLE OF FALGA. HE IS ALSO THE MANAWYDDAN OF WELSH STORY. MANANNAN APPEARS IN THE CÚCHULAINN AND FIONN CYCLES, USUALLY AS A RULER OF THE OTHER-WORLD. HIS WIFE FAND WAS CÚCHULAINN'S MISTRESS, DIARMAID WAS HIS PUPIL IN FAIRYLAND, AND CORMAC WAS HIS GUEST THERE. EVEN IN CHRISTIAN TIMES SURVIVING PAGAN BELIEFS CAUSED LEGEND TO BE BUSY WITH HIS NAME. KING FIACHNA WAS FIGHTING THE SCOTS AND IN GREAT DANGER, WHEN A STRANGER APPEARED TO HIS WIFE AND ANNOUNCED THAT HE WOULD SAVE HER HUSBAND'S LIFE IF SHE WOULD CONSENT TO ABANDON HERSELF TO HIM. SHE RELUCTANTLY AGREED, AND THE CHILD OF THE AMOUR WAS THE SEVENTH-CENTURY KING MONGAN, OF WHOM THE ANNALIST SAYS, "EVERY ONE KNOWS THAT HIS REAL FATHER WAS MANANNAN." MONGAN WAS ALSO BELIEVED TO BE A REBIRTH OF FIONN. MANANNAN IS STILL REMEMBERED IN FOLK-TRADITION, AND IN THE ISLE OF MAN, WHERE HIS GRAVE IS TO BE SEEN, SOME OF HIS RITUAL SURVIVED UNTIL LATELY, BUNDLES OF RUSHES BEING PLACED FOR HIM ON MIDSUMMER EVE ON TWO HILLS. BARINTUS, WHO STEERS ARTHUR TO THE FORTUNATE ISLES, AND S. BARRI, WHO CROSSED THE SEA ON HORSEBACK, MAY HAVE BEEN LEGENDARY FORMS OF A LOCAL SEA-GOD AKIN TO MANANNAN, OR OF MANANNAN HIMSELF. HIS STEED WAS ENBARR, "WATER FOAM OR HAIR," AND MANANNAN WAS "THE HORSEMAN OF THE MANÉD SEA." "BARINTUS," PERHAPS CONNECTED WITH BARR FIND, "WHITE-TOPPED," WOULD THUS BE A SURNAME OF THE GOD WHO RODE ON ENBARR, THE FOAMING WAVE, OR WHO WAS HIMSELF THE WAVE, WHILE HIS MYTHIC SEA-RIDING WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE LEGEND OF S. BARRI, IF SUCH A PERSON EVER EXISTED. VARIOUS MAGICAL POSSESSIONS WERE ASCRIBED TO MANANNAN--HIS ARMOR AND SWORD, THE ONE MAKING THE WEARER INVULNERABLE, THE OTHER TERRIFYING ALL WHO BEHELD IT; HIS HORSE AND CANOE; HIS SWINE, WHICH CAME TO LIFE AGAIN WHEN KILLED; HIS MAGIC CLOAK; HIS CUP WHICH BROKE WHEN A LIE WAS SPOKEN; HIS TABLECLOTH, WHICH, WHEN WAVED, PRODUCED FOOD. MANY OF THESE ARE FOUND EVERYWHERE IN MÄRCHEN, AND THERE IS NOTHING PECULIARLY CELTIC IN THEM. WE NEED NOT, THEREFORE, WITH THE MYTHOLOGISTS, SEE IN HIS ARMOR THE VAPORY CLOUDS OR IN HIS SWORD LIGHTNING OR THE SUN'S RAYS. BUT THEIR MAGICAL NATURE, AS WELL AS THE FACT THAT SO MUCH WIZARDRY IS ATTRIBUTED TO MANANNAN, POINTS TO A COPIOUS MYTHOLOGY CLUSTERING ROUND THE GOD, NOW FOR EVER LOST. THE PARENTAGE OF LUG IS DIFFERENTLY STATED, BUT THAT ACCOUNT WHICH MAKES HIM SON OF CIAN AND OF ETHNE, DAUGHTER OF BALOR, IS BEST ATTESTED. FOLK-TRADITION STILL RECALLS THE RELATION OF LUG AND BALOR. BALOR, A ROBBER LIVING IN TORY ISLAND, HAD A DAUGHTER WHOSE SON WAS TO KILL HER FATHER. HE THEREFORE SHUT HER UP IN AN INACCESSIBLE PLACE, BUT IN REVENGE FOR BALOR'S STEALING MACINEELY'S COW, THE LATTER GAINED ACCESS TO HER, WITH THE RESULT THAT ETHNE BORE THREE SONS, WHOM BALOR CAST INTO THE SEA. ONE OF THEM, LUG, WAS RECOVERED BY MACINEELY AND FOSTERED BY HIS BROTHER GAVIDA. BALOR NOW SLEW MACINEELY, BUT WAS HIMSELF SLAIN BY LUG, WHO PIERCED HIS SINGLE EYE WITH A RED-HOT IRON. IN ANOTHER VERSION, KIAN TAKES MACINEELY'S PLACE AND IS AIDED BY MANANNAN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH OLDER LEGENDS. BUT LUG'S BIRTH-STORY HAS BEEN INFLUENCED IN THESE TALES BY THE MÄRCHEN FORMULA OF THE GIRL HIDDEN AWAY BECAUSE IT HAS BEEN FORETOLD THAT SHE WILL HAVE A SON WHO WILL SLAY HER FATHER. LUG IS ASSOCIATED WITH MANANNAN, FROM WHOSE LAND HE COMES TO ASSIST THE TUATHA DEA AGAINST THE FOMORIANS. HIS APPEARANCE WAS THAT OF THE SUN, AND BY THIS BRILLIANT WARRIOR'S PROWESS THE HOSTS WERE UTTERLY DEFEATED. THIS VERSION, FOUND IN THE CHILDREN OF TUIRENN, DIFFERS FROM THE ACCOUNT IN THE STORY OF MAG-TURED. HERE LUG ARRIVES AT THE GATES OF TARA AND OFFERS HIS SERVICES AS A CRAFTSMAN. EACH OFFER IS REFUSED, UNTIL HE PROCLAIMS HIMSELF "THE MAN OF EACH AND EVERY ART," OR SAMILDÀNACH, "POSSESSING MANY ARTS." NUADA RESIGNS HIS THRONE TO HIM FOR THIRTEEN DAYS, AND LUG PASSES IN REVIEW THE VARIOUS CRAFTSMEN (THE GODS), AND THOUGH THEY TRY TO PREVENT SUCH A MARVELOUS PERSON RISKING HIMSELF IN FIGHT, HE ESCAPES, HEADS THE WARRIORS, AND SINGS HIS WAR-SONG. BALOR, THE EVIL-EYED, HE SLAYS WITH A SLING-STONE, AND HIS DEATH DECIDED THE DAY AGAINST THE FOMORIANS. IN THIS ACCOUNT LUG SAMILDÀNACH IS A PATRON OF THE DIVINE PATRONS OF CRAFTS; IN OTHER WORDS, HE IS SUPERIOR TO A WHOLE GROUP OF GODS. HE WAS ALSO INVENTOR OF DRAUGHTS, BALL-PLAY, AND HORSEMANSHIP. BUT, AS M. D'ARBOIS SHOWS, SAMILDÀNACH IS THE EQUIVALENT OF "INVENTOR OF ALL ARTS," APPLIED BY CÆSAR TO THE GALLO-ROMAN MERCURY, WHO IS THUS AN EQUIVALENT OF LUG. 2 THIS IS ATTESTED ON OTHER GROUNDS. AS LUG'S NAME APPEARS IN IRISH LOUTH (LUG-MAGH) AND IN BRITISH LUGU-VALLUM, NEAR HADRIAN'S WALL, SO IN GAUL THE NAMES LUGUDUNUM (LYONS), LUGUDIACUS, AND LUGSELVA ("DEVOTED TO LUGUS") SHOW THAT A GOD LUGUS WAS WORSHIPPED THERE. A GAULISH FEAST OF LUGUS IN AUGUST--THE MONTH OF LUG'S FESTIVAL IN IRELAND--WAS PERHAPS SUPERSEDED BY ONE IN HONOR OF AUGUSTUS. NO DEDICATION TO LUGUS HAS YET BEEN FOUND, BUT IMAGES OF AND INSCRIPTIONS TO MERCURY ABOUND AT LUGUDUNUM CONVENARUM. 3 AS THERE WERE THREE BRIGITS, SO THERE MAY HAVE BEEN SEVERAL FORMS OF LUGUS, AND TWO DEDICATIONS TO THE LUGOVES HAVE BEEN FOUND IN SPAIN AND SWITZERLAND, ONE OF THEM INSCRIBED BY THE SHOEMAKERS OF UXAMA. THUS, THE LUGOVES MAY HAVE BEEN MULTIPLIED FORMS OF LUGUS OR LUGOVOS, "A HERO," THE MEANING GIVEN TO "LUG" BY O'DAVOREN. SHOE-MAKING WAS NOT ONE OF THE ARTS PROFESSED BY LUG, BUT PROFESSOR RHŶS RECALLS THE FACT THAT THE WELSH LLEU, WHOM HE EQUATES WITH LUG, DISGUISED HIMSELF AS A SHOEMAKER. LUGUS, BESIDES BEING A MIGHTY HERO, WAS A GREAT CELTIC CULTURE-GOD, SUPERIOR TO ALL OTHER CULTURE DIVINITIES. THE EUHEMERISTS ASSIGNED A DEFINITE DATE TO LUG'S DEATH, BUT SIDE BY SIDE WITH THIS THE MEMORY OF HIS DIVINITY PREVAILED, AND HE APPEARS AS THE FATHER AND HELPER OF CÚCHULAINN, WHO WAS POSSIBLY A REBIRTH OF THE GOD. HIS HIGH POSITION APPEARS IN THE FACT THAT THE GAULISH ASSEMBLY AT LUGUDUNUM WAS HELD IN HIS HONOR, LIKE THE FESTIVAL OF LUGNASAD IN IRELAND. CRAFTSMEN BROUGHT THEIR WARES TO SELL AT THIS FESTIVAL OF THE GOD OF CRAFTS, WHILE IT MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN A HARVEST FESTIVAL. WHETHER IT WAS A STRICTLY SOLAR FEAST IS DOUBTFUL, THOUGH PROFESSOR RHŶS AND OTHERS INSIST THAT LUG IS A SUN-GOD. THE NAME OF THE WELSH LLEU, "LIGHT," IS EQUATED WITH LUG, AND THE SAME MEANING ASSIGNED TO THE LATTER. THIS EQUATION HAS BEEN CONTESTED AND IS DOUBTFUL, LUGUS PROBABLY MEANING "HERO." STILL THE SUN-LIKE TRAITS ASCRIBED TO LUG BEFORE MAG-TURED SUGGEST THAT HE WAS A SUN-GOD, AND SOLAR GODS ELSEWHERE, THE POLYNESIAN MAUI, ARE CULTURE-GODS AS WELL. BUT IT SHOULD BE REMEMBERED THAT LUG IS NOT ASSOCIATED WITH THE TRUE SOLAR FESTIVALS OF BELTANE AND MIDSUMMER. WHILE OUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN IS BASED UPON A SERIES OF MYTHIC TALES AND OTHER RECORDS, THAT OF THE GODS OF THE CONTINENTAL CELTS, APART FROM A FEW NOTICES IN CLASSICAL AUTHORS AND ELSEWHERE, COMES FROM INSCRIPTIONS. BUT AS FAR AS CAN BE JUDGED, THOUGH THE NAMES OF THE TWO GROUPS SELDOM COINCIDE, THEIR FUNCTIONS MUST HAVE BEEN MUCH ALIKE, AND THEIR ORIGINS CERTAINLY THE SAME. THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN WERE NATURE DIVINITIES OF GROWTH, LIGHT, AGRICULTURE--THEIR SYMBOLS AND POSSESSIONS SUGGESTING FERTILITY, THE CAULDRON. THEY WERE DIVINITIES OF CULTURE AND CRAFTS, AND OF WAR. THERE MUST HAVE BEEN MANY OTHER GODS IN IRELAND THAN THOSE DESCRIBED HERE, WHILE SOME OF THOSE MAY NOT HAVE BEEN WORSHIPPED ALL OVER IRELAND. GENERALLY SPEAKING, THERE WERE MANY LOCAL GODS IN GAUL WITH SIMILAR FUNCTIONS BUT DIFFERENT NAMES, AND THIS MAY HAVE BEEN TRUE OF IRELAND. PERHAPS THE DIFFERENT NAMES GIVEN TO DAGDA, MANANNAN, AND OTHERS WERE SIMPLY NAMES OF SIMILAR LOCAL GODS, ONE OF WHOM BECAME PROMINENT, AND ATTRACTED TO HIMSELF THE NAMES OF THE OTHERS. SO, TOO, THE IDENTITY OF DANU AND BRIGIT MIGHT BE EXPLAINED, OR THE FACT THAT THERE WERE THREE BRIGITS. WE READ ALSO IN THE TEXTS OF THE GOD OF CONNAUGHT, OR OF ULSTER, AND THESE WERE APPARENTLY REGIONAL DIVINITIES, OR OF "THE GOD OF DRUIDISM" PERHAPS A GOD WORSHIPPED SPECIALLY BY DRUIDS. THE REMOTE ORIGIN OF SOME OF THESE DIVINITIES MAY BE SOUGHT IN THE PRIMITIVE CULT OF THE EARTH PERSONIFIED AS A FERTILE BEING, AND IN THAT OF VEGETATION AND CORN-SPIRITS, AND THE VAGUE SPIRITS OF NATURE IN ALL ITS ASPECTS. SOME OF THESE STILL CONTINUED TO BE WORSHIPPED WHEN THE GREATER GODS HAD BEEN EVOLVED. THOUGH ANIMAL WORSHIP VAS NOT LACKING IN IRELAND, DIVINITIES WHO ARE ANTHROPOMORPHIC FORMS OF EARLIER ANIMAL-GODS ARE LESS IN EVIDENCE THAN ON THE CONTINENT. THE DIVINITIES OF CULTURE, CRAFTS, AND WAR, AND OF DEPARTMENTS OF NATURE, MUST HAVE SLOWLY ASSUMED THE DEFINITE PERSONALITY ASSIGNED THEM IN IRISH RELIGION. BUT, DOUBTLESS, THEY ALREADY POSSESSED THAT BEFORE THE GOIDELS REACHED IRELAND. STRICTLY SPEAKING, THE UNDERGROUND DOMAIN ASSIGNED LATER TO THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN BELONGS ONLY TO SUCH OF THEM AS WERE ASSOCIATED WITH FERTILITY. BUT IN COURSE OF TIME MOST OF THE GROUP, AS UNDERGROUND DWELLERS, WERE CONNECTED WITH GROWTH AND INCREASE. THESE COULD BE BLIGHTED BY THEIR ENEMIES, OR THEY THEMSELVES COULD WITHHOLD THEM WHEN THEIR WORSHIPPERS OFFENDED THEM. IRISH MYTHOLOGY POINTS TO THE EARLY PRE-EMINENCE OF GODDESSES. AS AGRICULTURE AND MANY OF THE ARTS WERE FIRST IN THE HANDS OF WOMEN, GODDESSES OF FERTILITY AND CULTURE PRECEDED GODS, AND STILL HELD THEIR PLACE WHEN GODS WERE EVOLVED. EVEN WAR-GODDESSES ARE PROMINENT IN IRELAND. CELTIC GODS AND HEROES ARE OFTEN CALLED AFTER THEIR MOTHERS, NOT THEIR FATHERS, AND WOMEN LOOM LARGELY IN THE TALES OF IRISH COLONIZATION, WHILE IN MANY LEGENDS THEY PLAY A MOST IMPORTANT PART. GODDESSES GIVE THEIR NAME TO DIVINE GROUPS, AND, EVEN WHERE GODS ARE PROMINENT, THEIR ACTIONS ARE FREE, THEIR PERSONALITIES STILL CLEARLY DEFINED. THE SUPREMACY OF THE DIVINE WOMEN OF IRISH TRADITION IS ONCE MORE SEEN IN THE FACT THAT THEY THEMSELVES WOO AND WIN HEROES; WHILE THEIR CAPACITY FOR [SEXLESS] LOVE, THEIR PASSION, THEIR ETERNAL YOUTHFULNESS AND BEAUTY ARE SUGGESTIVE OF THEIR EARLY CHARACTER AS GODDESSES OF EVER-SPRINGING FERTILITY. THIS SUPREMACY OF GODDESSES IS EXPLAINED BY PROFESSOR RHŶS AS NON-CELTIC, AS BORROWED BY THE CELTS FROM THE ABORIGINES. BUT IT IS TOO DEEPLY IMPRESSED ON THE FABRIC OF [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] CELTIC TRADITION TO BE OTHER THAN NATIVE, AND WE HAVE NO REASON TO SUPPOSE THAT THE CELTS HAD NOT PASSED THROUGH A STAGE IN WHICH SUCH A STATE OF THINGS WAS NORMAL. THEIR INNATE CONSERVATISM CAUSED THEM TO PRESERVE IT MORE THAN OTHER RACES WHO HAD LONG OUTGROWN SUCH A STATE OF THINGS.
CHAPTER VI
THE GODS OF THE BRYTHONS
OUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE GODS OF THE BRYTHONS, AS FAR AS WALES IS CONCERNED, IS DERIVED, APART FROM INSCRIPTIONS, FROM THE MABINOGION, WHICH, THOUGH FOUND IN A FOURTEENTH CENTURY MS., WAS COMPOSED MUCH EARLIER, AND CONTAINS ELEMENTS FROM A REMOTE PAST. BESIDES THIS, THE TRIADS, PROBABLY OF TWELFTH-CENTURY ORIGIN, THE TALIESIN, AND OTHER POEMS, THOUGH OBSCURE AND ARTIFICIAL, THE WORK OF MANY A "CONFUSED BARD DRIVELING" (TO CITE THE WORDS OF ONE OF THEM), PRESERVE ECHOES OF THE OLD MYTHOLOGY. SOME OF THE GODS MAY LURK BEHIND THE PERSONAGES OF GEOFFREY OF MONMOUTH'S HISTORIA BRITONUM AND OF THE ARTHURIAN CYCLE, THOUGH HERE GREAT CAUTION IS REQUIRED. THE DIVINITIES HAVE BECOME HEROES AND HEROINES, KINGS AND PRINCESSES, AND IF SOME OF THE EPISODES ARE BASED ON ANCIENT MYTHS, THEY ARE TREATED IN A ROMANTIC SPIRIT. OTHER EPISODES ARE MERE MÄRCHEN FORMULAE. LIKE THE WRECKAGE OF SOME RICH GALLEON, THE DEBRIS OF THE OLD MYTHOLOGY HAS BEEN USED TO CONSTRUCT A NEW FABRIC, AND THE OLD DIVINITIES HAVE EVEN LESS OF THE GOD-LIKE TRAITS OF THE PERSONAGES OF THE IRISH TEXTS. SOME OF THE PERSONAGES BEAR SIMILAR NAMES TO THE IRISH DIVINITIES, AND IN SOME CASES, THERE IS A CERTAIN SIMILARITY OF INCIDENTS TO THOSE OF THE IRISH TALES. ARE, THEN, THE GODS DIMLY REVEALED IN WELSH LITERATURE AS MUCH GOIDELIC AS BRYTHONIC? ANALYZING THE INCIDENTS OF THE MABINOGION, PROFESSOR ANWYL HAS SHOWN THAT THEY HAVE AN ENTIRELY LOCAL CHARACTER, AND ARE MAINLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE DISTRICTS OF DYFED AND GWENT, OF ANGLESEY, AND OF GWYNEDD, OF WHICH PRYDERI, BRANWEN, AND GWYDION ARE RESPECTIVELY THE HEROIC CHARACTERS. THESE ARE THE DISTRICTS WHERE A STRONG GOIDELIC ELEMENT PREVAILED, WHETHER THESE GOIDELS WERE THE ORIGINAL INHABITANTS OF BRITAIN, DRIVEN THERE BY BRYTHONS; OR TRIBES WHO HAD SETTLED THERE FROM IRELAND, OR PERHAPS A MIXTURE OF BOTH. IN ANY CASE THEY HAD BEEN CONQUERED BY BRYTHONS AND HAD BECOME BRYTHONIC IN SPEECH FROM THE FIFTH CENTURY ONWARDS. ON ACCOUNT OF THIS GOIDELIC ELEMENT, IT HAS BEEN CLAIMED THAT THE PERSONAGES OF THE MABINOGION ARE PURELY GOIDELIC. BUT EXAMINATION PROVES THAT ONLY A FEW ARE DIRECTLY PARALLEL IN NAME WITH IRISH DIVINITIES, AND WHILE HERE THERE ARE FUNDAMENTAL LIKENESSES, THE INCIDENTS WITH IRISH PARALLELS MAY BE DUE TO MERE SUPERFICIAL BORROWINGS, TO THAT INTERCHANGE OF MÄRCHEN AND MYTHICAL DONNÉES WHICH HAS EVERYWHERE OCCURRED. MANY INCIDENTS HAVE NO IRISH PARALLELS, AND MOST OF THE CHARACTERS ARE ENTIRELY DIFFERENT IN NAME FROM IRISH DIVINITIES. HENCE ANY THEORY WHICH WOULD ACCOUNT FOR THE LIKENESSES, MUST ALSO ACCOUNT FOR THE DIFFERENCES, AND MUST EXPLAIN WHY, IF THE MABINOGION IS DUE TO IRISH GOIDELS, THERE SHOULD HAVE BEEN FEW OR NO BORROWINGS IN WELSH LITERATURE FROM THE POPULAR CÚCHULAINN AND OSSIANIC SAGAS, AND WHY, AT A TIME WHEN BRYTHONIC ELEMENTS WERE UPPERMOST, SUCH CARE SHOULD HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO PRESERVE GOIDELIC MYTHS. IF THE TALES EMANATED FROM NATIVE WELSH GOIDELS, THE EXPLANATION MIGHT BE THAT THEY, THE KINDRED OF THE IRISH GOIDELS, MUST HAVE HAD A CERTAIN COMMUNITY WITH THEM IN DIVINE NAMES AND MYTHS, WHILE OTHERS OF THEIR GODS, MORE LOCAL IN CHARACTER, WOULD DIFFER IN NAME. OR IF THEY ARE BRYTHONIC, THE LIKENESSES MIGHT BE ACCOUNTED FOR BY AN EARLY COMMUNITY IN MYTH AND CULT AMONG THE COMMON ANCESTORS OF BRYTHONS AND GOIDELS. BUT AS THE DATE OF THE COMPOSITION OF THE MABINOGION IS COMPARATIVELY LATE, AT A TIME WHEN BRYTHONS HAD OVERRUN THESE GOIDELIC DISTRICTS, MORE PROBABLY THE TALES CONTAIN A MINGLING OF GOIDELIC (IRISH OR WELSH) AND BRYTHONIC DIVINITIES, THOUGH SOME OF THESE MAY BE SURVIVALS OF THE COMMON CELTIC HERITAGE. CELTIC DIVINITIES WERE MAINLY OF A LOCAL, TRIBAL CHARACTER. HENCE SOME WOULD BE LOCAL GOIDELIC DIVINITIES, OTHERS, CLASSED WITH THESE, LOCAL BRYTHONIC DIVINITIES. THIS WOULD EXPLAIN THE ABSENCE OF DIVINITIES AND HEROES OF OTHER LOCAL BRYTHONIC GROUPS, ARTHUR, FROM THE MABINOGION. BUT WITH THE GROWING IMPORTANCE OF THESE, THEY ATTRACTED TO THEIR LEGEND THE FOLK OF THE MABINOGION AND OTHER TALES. THESE ARE ASSOCIATED WITH ARTHUR IN KULHWYCH, AND THE DÔN GROUP MINGLES WITH THAT OF TALIESIN IN THE TALIESIN POEMS. HENCE WELSH LITERATURE, AS FAR AS CONCERNS THE OLD RELIGION, MAY BE REGARDED AS INCLUDING BOTH LOCAL GOIDELIC AND BRYTHONIC DIVINITIES, OF WHOM THE MORE PURELY BRYTHONIC ARE ARTHUR, GWYNN, TALIESIN, ETC. THEY ARE REGARDED AS KINGS AND QUEENS, OR AS FAIRIES, OR THEY HAVE MAGICAL POWERS. THEY ARE MORTAL AND DIE, AND THE PLACE OF THEIR BURIAL IS POINTED OUT, OR EXISTING TUMULI ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THEM, ALL THIS IS PARALLEL TO THE HISTORY OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN, AND SHOWS HOW THE SAME PROCESS OF DEGRADATION HAD BEEN AT WORK IN WALES AS IN IRELAND. THE STORY OF THE LLYR GROUP IS TOLD IN THE MABINOGION OF BRANWEN AND OF MANAWYDDAN. THEY ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE PWYLL GROUP, AND APPARENTLY OPPOSED TO THAT OF DON. BRANWEN IS MARRIED TO MATHOLWYCH, KING OF IRELAND, BUT IS ILL-TREATED BY HIM ON ACCOUNT OF THE INSULTS OF THE MISCHIEVOUS EVNISSYEN, IN SPITE OF THE FACT THAT BRAN HAD ATONED FOR THE INSULT BY MANY GIFTS, INCLUDING THAT OF A CAULDRON OF REGENERATION. NOW HE CROSSES WITH AN ARMY TO IRELAND, WHERE EVNISSYEN THROWS BRANWEN'S CHILD, TO WHOM THE KINGDOM IS GIVEN, ON THE FIRE. A FIGHT ENSUES; THE DEAD IRISH WARRIORS ARE RESUSCITATED IN THE CAULDRON, BUT EVNISSYEN, AT THE COST OF HIS LIFE, DESTROYS IT. BRAN IS SLAIN, AND BY HIS DIRECTIONS HIS HEAD IS CUT OFF AND CARRIED FIRST TO HARLECH, THEN TO GWALES, WHERE IT WILL ENTERTAIN ITS BEARERS FOR EIGHTY YEARS. AT THE END OF THAT TIME IT IS TO BE TAKEN TO LONDON AND BURIED. BRANWEN, DEPARTING WITH THE BEARERS, DIES OF A BROKEN HEART AT ANGLESEY, AND MEANWHILE CASWALLYN, SON OF BELI, SEIZES THE KINGDOM. TWO OF THE BEARERS OF THE HEAD ARE MANAWYDDAN AND PRYDERI, WHOSE FORTUNES WE FOLLOW IN THE MABINOGI OF THE FORMER. PRYDERI GIVES HIS MOTHER RHIANNON TO MANAWYDDAN AS HIS WIFE, ALONG WITH SOME LAND WHICH BY MAGIC ART IS MADE BARREN. AFTER FOLLOWING DIFFERENT CRAFTS, THEY ARE LED BY A BOAR TO A STRANGE CASTLE, WHERE RHIANNON AND PRYDERI DISAPPEAR ALONG WITH THE BUILDING. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] MANAWYDDAN, WITH PRYDERI'S WIFE KICVA, SET OUT AS SHOEMAKERS, BUT ARE FORCED TO ABANDON THIS CRAFT ON ACCOUNT OF THE ENVY OF THE CRAFTSMEN. FINALLY, WE LEARN HOW MANAWYDDAN OVERCAME THE ENCHANTER LLWYT, WHO, BECAUSE OF AN INSULT OFFERED BY PRYDERI'S FATHER TO HIS FRIEND GWAWL, HAD MADE RHIANNON AND PRYDERI DISAPPEAR. THEY ARE NOW RESTORED, AND LLWYT SEEKS NO FURTHER REVENGE. THE STORY OF BRANWEN IS SIMILAR TO A TALE OF WHICH THERE ARE VARIANTS IN TEUTONIC AND SCANDINAVIAN SAGAS, BUT THE RESEMBLANCE IS CLOSER TO THE LATTER. POSSIBLY A SIMILAR STORY WITH THEIR RESPECTIVE DIVINITIES OR HEROES FOR ITS CHARACTERS EXISTED AMONG CELTS, TEUTONS, AND NORSEMEN, BUT MORE LIKELY IT WAS BORROWED FROM NORSEMEN WHO OCCUPIED BOTH SIDES OF THE IRISH SEA IN THE NINTH AND TENTH CENTURY, AND THEN NATURALIZED BY FURNISHING IT WITH CELTIC CHARACTERS. BUT INTO THIS FRAMEWORK MANY NATIVE ELEMENTS WERE SET, AND WE MAY THEREFORE SCRUTINIZE THE STORY FOR CELTIC MYTHICAL ELEMENTS UTILIZED BY ITS REDACTOR, WHO PROBABLY DID NOT STRIP ITS CELTIC PERSONAGES OF THEIR EARLIER DIVINE ATTRIBUTES. IN THE TWO MABINOGI THESE PERSONAGES ARE LLYR, HIS SONS BRAN AND MANAWYDDAN, HIS DAUGHTER BRANWEN, THEIR HALF-BROTHERS NISSYEN AND EVNISSYEN, SONS OF LLYR'S WIFE PENARDIM, DAUGHTER OF BELI, BY A PREVIOUS MARRIAGE WITH EUROSSWYD. LLYR IS THE EQUIVALENT OF THE IRISH LER, THE SEA-GOD, BUT TWO OTHER LLYRS, PROBABLY DUPLICATES OF HIMSELF, ARE KNOWN TO WELSH STORY--LLYR MARINI, AND THE LLYR, FATHER OF CORDELIA, OF THE CHRONICLERS. HE IS CONSTANTLY CONFUSED WITH LLUDD LLAWEREINT, BOTH ARE DESCRIBED AS ONE OF THREE NOTABLE PRISONERS OF BRITAIN, AND BOTH ARE CALLED FATHERS OF CORDELIA OR CREIDDYLAD. PERHAPS THE TWO WERE ONCE IDENTICAL, FOR [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] MANANNAN IS SOMETIMES CALLED SON OF ALLOID (= LLUDD), IN IRISH TEXTS, AS WELL AS SON OF LER. BUT THE CONFUSION MAY BE ACCIDENTAL, NOR IS IT CERTAIN THAT NODONS OR LLUDD WAS A SEA-GOD. LLYR'S PRISON WAS THAT OF EUROSSWYD, WHOSE WIFE HE MAY HAVE ABDUCTED AND HENCE SUFFERED IMPRISONMENT. IN THE BLACK BOOK OF CAERMARTHEN BRAN IS CALLED SON OF Y WERYDD OR "OCEAN," ACCORDING TO M. LOTH'S INTERPRETATION OF THE NAME, WHICH WOULD THUS POINT TO LLYR'S POSITION AS A SEA-GOD. BUT THIS IS CONTESTED BY PROFESSOR RHŶS WHO MAKES YWERIT WIFE OF LLYR, THE NAME BEING IN HIS VIEW A FORM OF THE WELSH WORD FOR IRELAND. IN GEOFFREY AND THE CHRONICLERS LLYR BECOMES A KING OF BRITAIN WHOSE HISTORY AND THAT OF HIS DAUGHTERS WAS IMMORTALIZED BY SHAKESPEARE. GEOFFREY ALSO REFERS TO LLYR'S BURIAL IN A VAULT BUILT IN HONOR OF JANUS. ON THIS PROFESSOR RHŶS BUILDS A THEORY THAT LLYR WAS A FORM OF THE CELTIC DIS WITH TWO FACES AND RULER OF A WORLD OF DARKNESS. BUT THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT THE CELTIC DISPATER WAS LORD OF A GLOOMY UNDERWORLD, AND IT IS BEST TO REGARD LLYR AS A SEA-DIVINITY. MANAWYDDAN IS NOT GOD-LIKE IN THESE TALES IN THE SENSE IN WHICH THE MAJESTIC MANANNAN OF IRISH STORY IS, THOUGH ELSEWHERE WE LEARN THAT "DEEP WAS HIS COUNSEL." THOUGH NOT A MAGICIAN, HE BAFFLES ONE OF THE GREAT WIZARDS OF WELSH STORY, AN HE IS ALSO A MASTER CRAFTSMAN, WHO INSTRUCTS PRYDERI IN THE ARTS OF SHOE-MAKING, SHIELD-MAKING, AND SADDLERY. IN THIS HE IS AKIN TO MANANNAN, THE TEACHER OF DIARMAID. INCIDENTS OF HIS CAREER ARE REFLECTED IN THE TRIADS, AND HIS UNION WITH RHIANNON MAY POINT TO AN OLD MYTH IN WHICH THEY WERE FROM THE FIRST A DIVINE PAIR, PARENTS OF PRYDERI. THIS WOULD GIVE POINT TO HIS DELIVERANCE OF PRYDERI AND RHIANNON FROM THE HOSTILE MAGICIAN. RHIANNON RESEMBLES THE IRISH ELYSIUM GODDESSES, AND MANAWYDDAN, LIKE MANANNAN, IS LORD OF ELYSIUM IN A TALIESIN POEM. HE IS A CRAFTSMAN AND FOLLOWS AGRICULTURE, PERHAPS A REMINISCENCE OF THE OLD BELIEF THAT FERTILITY AND CULTURE COME FROM THE GOD’S LAND. MANAWYDDAN, LIKE OTHER DIVINITIES, WAS DRAWN INTO THE ARTHURIAN CYCLE, AND IS ONE OF THOSE WHO CAPTURE THE FAMOUS BOAR, THE TWRCH TRWYTH. BRAN, OR BENDIGEIT VRAN ("BRAN THE BLESSED"), PROBABLY AN OLD PAGAN TITLE WHICH APPROPRIATELY ENOUGH DENOTES ONE WHO FIGURED LATER IN CHRISTIAN HAGIOLOGY, IS SO HUGE THAT NO HOUSE OR SHIP CAN HOLD HIM. HENCE, HE WADES OVER TO IRELAND, AND AS HE DRAWS NEAR IS THOUGHT TO BE A MOUNTAIN. THIS MAY BE AN ARCHAIC METHOD OF EXPRESSING HIS DIVINITY--A GIGANTIC NON-NATURAL MAN LIKE SOME OF THE TUATHA DEA AND OSSIANIC HEROES. BUT BRAN ALSO APPEARS AS THE URDAWL BEN, OR "NOBLE HEAD," WHICH MAKES TIME PASS TO ITS BEARERS LIKE A DREAM, AND WHEN BURIED PROTECTS THE LAND FROM INVASION. BOTH AS A GIANT SQUATTING ON A ROCK AND AS A HEAD, BRAN IS EQUATED BY PROFESSOR RHŶS WITH CERNUNNOS, THE SQUATTING GOD, REPRESENTED ALSO AS A HEAD, AND ALSO WITH THE WELSH URIEN WHOSE ATTRIBUTE WAS A RAVEN, THE SUPPOSED MEANING OF BRAN'S NAME. HE FURTHER EQUATES HIM WITH UTHR BEN, "WONDERFUL HEAD," THE SUPERIOR BARD, HARPER AND PIPER OF A TALIESIN POEM. URIEN, BRAN, AND UTHR ARE THREE FORMS OF A GOD WORSHIPPED BY BARDS, AND A "DARK" DIVINITY, WHOSE, WADING OVER TO IRELAND SIGNIFIES CROSSING TO HADES, OF WHICH HE, LIKE YAMA, WHO FIRST CROSSED THE RAPID WATERS TO THE LAND OF DEATH, IS THE RULER. BUT BRAN IS NOT A "DARK" GOD IN THE SENSE IMPLIED HERE. CERNUNNOS IS GOD OF A HAPPY UNDERWORLD, AND THERE IS NOTHING DARK OR EVIL IN HIM OR IN BRAN AND HIS CONGENERS. PROFESSOR RHŶS'S "DARK" DIVINITIES ARE SOMETIMES, IN HIS VIEW, "LIGHT" GODS, BUT THEY CANNOT BE BOTH. THE CELTIC LORDS OF THE DEAD HAD NO "DARK" CHARACTER, AND AS GODS OF FERTILITY THEY WERE, SO TO SPEAK, IN LEAGUE WITH THE SUN-GOD, THE SLAYER OF BRAN, ACCORDING TO PROFESSOR RHŶS'S INGENIOUS THEORY. AND ALTHOUGH TO DISTRACTED IRISH SECRETARIES IRELAND MAY BE HADES, ITS INTRODUCTION INTO THIS MABINOGI MERELY POINTS TO THE INTERPRETATION OF A MYTHICO-HISTORIC CONNECTION BETWEEN WALES AND IRELAND. THUS, IF BRAN IS CERNUNNOS, THIS IS BECAUSE HE IS A LORD OF THE UNDERWORLD OF FERTILITY, THE COUNTERPART OF WHICH IS THE DISTANT ELYSIUM, TO WHICH BRAN SEEMS RATHER TO BELONG. THUS, IN PRESENCE OF HIS HEAD, TIME PASSES AS A DREAM IN FEASTING AND JOY. THIS IS A TRUE ELYSIAN NOTE, AND THE TABUED DOOR OF THE STORY IS ALSO SUGGESTIVE OF THE TABUS OF ELYSIUM, WHICH WHEN BROKEN ROB MEN OF HAPPINESS. AS TO THE POWER OF THE HEAD IN PROTECTING THE LAND, THIS POINTS TO ACTUAL CUSTOM AND BELIEF REGARDING THE RELIES OF THE DEAD AND THE POWER OF DIVINE IMAGES OR SCULPTURED HEADS. THE GOD BRAN HAS BECOME A KING AND LAW-GIVER IN THE MABINOGION AND THE TRIADS, WHILE GEOFFREY OF MONMOUTH DESCRIBES HOW BELINUS AND BRENNUS, IN THE WELSH VERSION BELI AND BRAN, DISPUTE THE CROWN OF BRITAIN, ARE RECONCILED, AND FINALLY CONQUER GAUL AND ROME. THE MYTHIC BRAN IS CONFUSED WITH BRENNUS, LEADER OF THE GAULS AGAINST ROME IN 390 B.C., AND BELINUS MAY BE THE GOD BELENOS, AS WELL AS BELI, FATHER OF LLUDD AND CASWALLAWN. BUT BRAN ALSO FIGURES AS A CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY. HE IS DESCRIBED AS HOSTAGE AT ROME FOR HIS SON CARADAWC, RETURNING THENCE AS PREACHER OF CHRISTIANITY TO THE CYMRY--A LEGEND ARISING OUT OF A MISUNDERSTANDING OF HIS EPITHET "BLESSED" AND A CONFUSING OF HIS SON WITH THE HISTORIC CARACTACUS. HENCE BRAN'S FAMILY IS SPOKEN OF AS ONE OF THE THREE SAINTLY FAMILIES OF PRYDEIN, AND HE IS ANCESTOR OF MANY SAINTS. BRANWEN, "WHITE BOSOM," DAUGHTER OF A SEA-GOD, MAY BE A SEA-GODDESS, "VENUS OF THE NORTHERN SEA," UNLESS WITH MR. NUTT WE CONNECT HER WITH THE CAULDRON DESCRIBED IN HER LEGEND, SYMBOL OF AN ORGIASTIC CULT, AND REGARD HER AS A GODDESS OF FERTILITY. BUT THE CONNECTION IS NOT CLEAR IN THE STORY, THOUGH IN SOME EARLIER MYTH THE CAULDRON MAY HAVE BEEN HER PROPERTY. AS BRANGWAINE, SHE REAPPEARS IN ROMANCE, GIVING A LOVE-POTION TO TRISTRAM--PERHAPS A REMINISCENCE OF HER FORMER FUNCTIONS AS A GODDESS OF LOVE, OR EARLIER OF FERTILITY. IN THE MABINOGION SHE IS BURIED IN ANGLESEY AT YNYS BRONWEN, WHERE A CAIRN WITH BONES DISCOVERED IN 1813 WAS HELD TO BE THE GRAVE AND REMAINS OF BRANWEN. THE CHILDREN OF DÔN, THE EQUIVALENT OF DANU, AND PROBABLY LIKE HER, A GODDESS OF FERTILITY, ARE GWYDION, GILVÆTHWY, AMÆTHON, GOVANNON, AND ARIANRHOD, WITH HER SONS, DYLAN AND LLEW. THESE CORRESPOND, THEREFORE, IN PART TO THE TUATHA DEA, THOUGH THE ONLY MEMBERS OF THE GROUP WHO BEAR NAMES SIMILAR TO THE IRISH GODS ARE GOVANNON (= GOIBNIU) AND POSSIBLY LLEW (= LUG). GWYDION AS A CULTURE-GOD CORRESPONDS TO OGMA. IN THE TRIADS BELI IS CALLED FATHER OF ARIANRHOD, AND ASSUMING THAT THIS ARIANRHOD IS IDENTICAL WITH THE DAUGHTER OF DÔN, PROFESSOR RHŶS REGARDS BELI AS HUSBAND OF DON. BUT THE IDENTIFICATION IS FAR FROM CERTAIN, AND THE THEORY BUILT UPON IT THAT BELI IS ONE WITH THE IRISH BILE, AND THAT BOTH ARE LORDS OF A DARK UNDERWORLD, HAS ALREADY BEEN FOUND PRECARIOUS. IN LATER BELIEF DON WAS ASSOCIATED WITH THE STARS, THE CONSTELLATION CASSIOPEIA BEING CALLED HER COURT. SHE IS DESCRIBED AS "WISE" IN A TALIESIN POEM. THIS GROUP OF DIVINITIES IS MET WITH MAINLY IN THE MABINOGI OF MATH, WHICH TURNS UPON GILVÆTHWY'S ILLICIT LOVE OF MATH'S "FOOT-HOLDER" GOEWIN. TO ASSIST HIM IN HIS AMOUR, GWYDION, BY A MAGICAL TRICK, PROCURES FOR MATH FROM THE COURT OF PRYDERI CERTAIN SWINE SENT HIM BY ARAWN, KING OF ANNWFN. IN THE BATTLE WHICH FOLLOWS WHEN THE TRICK IS DISCOVERED, GWYDION SLAYS PRYDERI BY ENCHANTMENT. MATH NOW DISCOVERS THAT GILVÆTHWY HAS SEDUCED GOEWIN, AND TRANSFORMS HIM AND GWYDION SUCCESSIVELY INTO DEER, SWINE, AND WOLVES. RESTORED TO HUMAN FORM, GWYDION PROPOSES THAT ARIANRHOD SHOULD BE MATH'S FOOT-HOLDER, BUT MATH BY A MAGIC TEST DISCOVERS THAT SHE IS NOT A VIRGIN. SHE BEARS TWO SONS, DYLAN, FOSTERED BY MATH, AND ANOTHER WHOM GWYDION NURTURES AND FOR WHOM HE AFTERWARDS BY A TRICK OBTAINS A NAME FROM ARIANRHOD, WHO HAD SWORN NEVER TO NAME HIM. THE NAME IS LLEW LLAW GYFFES, "LION OF THE SURE HAND." BY MAGIC, MATH AND GWYDION FORM A WIFE FOR LLEW OUT OF FLOWERS. SHE IS CALLED BLODEUWEDD, AND LATER, AT THE INSTIGATION OF A LOVER, GRONW, SHE DISCOVERS HOW LLEW CAN BE KILLED. GRONW ATTACKS AND WOUNDS HIM, AND HE FLIES OFF AS AN EAGLE. GWYDION SEEKS FOR LLEW, DISCOVERS HIM, AND RETRANSFORMS HIM TO HUMAN SHAPE. THEN HE CHANGES BLODEUWEDD INTO AN OWL, AND SLAYS GRONW. SEVERAL INDEPENDENT TALES HAVE GONE TO THE FORMATION OF THIS MABINOGI, BUT WE ARE CONCERNED HERE MERELY WITH THE LIGHT IT MAY THROW ON THE DIVINE CHARACTERS WHO FIGURE IN IT. MATH OR MATH HEN, "THE ANCIENT," IS PROBABLY AN OLD DIVINITY OF GWYNED, OF WHICH HE IS CALLED LORD. HE IS A KING AND A MAGICIAN, PRE-EMINENT IN WIZARDRY, WHICH HE TEACHES TO GWYDION, AND IN A TRIAD, HE IS CALLED ONE OF THE GREAT MEN OF MAGIC AND METAMORPHOSIS OF BRITAIN. MORE IMPORTANT ARE HIS TRAITS OF GOODNESS TO THE SUFFERING, AND JUSTICE WITH NO TRACE OF VENGEANCE TO THE WRONG-DOER. WHETHER THESE ARE DERIVED FROM HIS CHARACTER AS A GOD OR FROM THE CELTIC KINGLY IDEAL, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY, THOUGH THE FORMER IS BY NO MEANS UNLIKELY. POSSIBLY HIS SUPREME MAGICAL POWERS MAKE HIM THE EQUIVALENT OF THE IRISH "GOD OF DRUIDISM," BUT THIS IS UNCERTAIN, SINCE ALL GODS WERE MORE OR LESS DOWERED WITH THESE. GWYDION'S MAGICAL POWERS ARE ABUNDANTLY ILLUSTRATED IN THE TALE. AT PRYDERI'S COURT HE CHANGES FUNGUS INTO HORSES AND DOGS, AND AFTERWARDS SLAYS PRYDERI BY POWER OF ENCHANTMENTS; HE PRODUCES A FLEET BY MAGIC BEFORE ARIANRHOD'S CASTLE; WITH MATH'S HELP HE FORMS BLODEUWEDD OUT OF FLOWERS; HE GIVES LLEW HIS NATURAL SHAPE WHEN HE FINDS HIM AS A WASTED EAGLE ON A TREE, HIS FLESH AND THE WORMS BREEDING IN IT DROPPING FROM HIM; HE TRANSFORMS THE FAITHLESS BLODEUWEDD INTO AN OWL. SOME OF THESE AND OTHER DEEDS ARE REFERRED TO IN THE TALIESIN POEMS, WHILE TALIESIN DESCRIBES HIMSELF AS ENCHANTED BY GWYDION. IN THE TRIADS HE IS ONE OF THE THREE GREAT ASTROLOGERS OF PRYDEIN, AND THIS EMPHASIS LAID ON HIS POWERS OF DIVINATION IS SIGNIFICANT WHEN IT IS CONSIDERED THAT HIS NAME MAY BE DERIVED FROM A ROOT VET, GIVING WORDS MEANING "SAYING" OR "POETRY," WHILE COGNATE WORDS ARE IRISH FÁITH, "A PROPHET" OR "POET," GERMAN WUTH, "RAGE," AND THE NAME OF ODINN. THE NAME IS SUGGESTIVE OF THE ECSTASY OF INSPIRATION PRODUCING PROPHETIC AND POETIC UTTERANCE. IN THE MABINOGION HE IS A MIGHTY BARD, AND IN A POEM, HE, UNDER THE NAME OF [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] GWEIR, IS IMPRISONED IN THE OTHER-WORLD, AND THERE BECOMES A BARD, THUS RECEIVING INSPIRATION FROM THE GODS' LAND. HE IS THE IDEAL FÁITH--DIVINER, PROPHET, AND POET, AND THUS THE GOD OF THOSE PROFESSING THESE ARTS. STRABO DESCRIBES HOW THE CELTIC VATES (FÁITH) WAS ALSO A PHILOSOPHER, AND THIS CHARACTER IS GIVEN IN A POEM TO SEON (PROBABLY = GWYDION), WHOSE ARTISTS ARE POETS AND MAGICIANS. BUT HE IS ALSO A CULTURE-GOD, BRINGING SWINE TO MEN FROM THE GODS' LAND. FOR THOUGH PRYDERI IS DESCRIBED AS A MORTAL WHO HAS HIMSELF RECEIVED THE SWINE FROM ANNWFN (ELYSIUM), THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT HE HIMSELF WAS A LORD OF ANNWFN, AND IT WAS PROBABLY ON ACCOUNT OF GWYDION'S THEFT FROM ANNWFN THAT BE, AS GWEIR, WAS IMPRISONED THERE "THROUGH THE MESSENGER OF PWYLL AND PRYDERI." A RAID IS HERE MADE DIRECTLY ON THE GOD’S LAND FOR THE BENEFIT OF MEN, AND IT IS UNSUCCESSFUL, BUT IN THE MABINOGI A DIFFERENT VERSION OF THE RAID IS TOLD. PERHAPS GWYDION ALSO BROUGHT KINE FROM ANNWFN, SINCE HE IS CALLED ONE OF THE THREE HERDS OF BRITAIN, WHILE HE HIMSELF MAY ONCE HAVE BEEN AN ANIMAL GOD, THEN AN ANTHROPOMORPHIC DEITY ASSOCIATED WITH ANIMALS. THUS, IN THE MABINOGI, WHEN GWYDION FLEES WITH THE SWINE, HE RESTS EACH NIGHT AT A PLACE ONE OF THE SYLLABLES OF WHICH IS MOCH, "SWINE"--AN AETIOLOGICAL MYTH EXPLAINING WHY PLACES WHICH WERE ONCE SITES OF THE CULT OF A SWINE-GOD, AFTERWARDS WORSHIPPED AS GWYDION, WERE SO CALLED. GWYDION HAS ALSO A TRICKY, FRAUDULENT CHARACTER IN THE MABINOGI, AND ALTHOUGH "IN HIS LIFE THERE WAS COUNSEL," YET HE HAD A "VICIOUS MUSE." IT IS ALSO IMPLIED THAT HE IS LOVER OF HIS SISTER ARIANRHOD AND FATHER OF DYLAN AND LLEW--THE MYTHIC REFLECTIONS OF A TIME WHEN SUCH UNIONS, PERHAPS ONLY IN ROYAL HOUSES, WERE PERMISSIBLE. INSTANCES OCCUR IN IRISH TALES, AND ARTHUR WAS ALSO HIS SISTER'S LOVER. IN LATER BELIEF GWYDION WAS ASSOCIATED WITH THE STARS; AND THE MILKY WAY WAS CALLED CAER GWYDION. ACROSS IT HE HAD CHASED THE FAITHLESS BLODEUWEDD. PROFESSOR RHŶS EQUATES HIM WITH ODINN, AND REGARDS BOTH AS REPRESENTING AN OLDER CELTO-TEUTONIC HERO, THOUGH MANY OF THE ALLEGED SIMILARITIES IN THEIR RESPECTIVE MYTHOLOGIES ARE NOT TOO OBVIOUS. AMÆTHON THE GOOD IS DESCRIBED IN KULHWYCH AS THE ONLY HUSBANDMAN WHO COULD TILL OR DRESS A CERTAIN PIECE OF LAND, THOUGH KULHWYCH WILL NOT BE ABLE TO FORCE HIM OR TO MAKE HIM FOLLOW HIM. THIS, TOGETHER WITH THE NAME AMÆTHON, FROM CYMRIC AMÆTH, "LABOURER" OR "PLOUGHMAN," THROWS SOME LIGHT ON HIS FUNCTIONS. HE WAS A GOD ASSOCIATED WITH AGRICULTURE, EITHER AS ONE WHO MADE WASTE PLACES FRUITFUL, OR POSSIBLY AS AN ANTHROPOMORPHIC CORN DIVINITY. BUT ELSEWHERE HIS TAKING A ROEBUCK AND A WHELP, AND IN A TRIAD, A LAPWING FROM ARAWN, KING OF ANNWFN, LED TO THE BATTLE OF GODEU, IN WHICH HE FOUGHT ARAWN, AIDED BY GWYDION, WHO VANQUISHED ONE OF ARAWN'S WARRIORS, BRAN, BY DISCOVERING HIS NAME. AMÆTHON, WHO BRINGS USEFUL ANIMALS FROM THE GODS' LAND, PLAYS THE SAME PART AS GWYDION, BRINGER OF THE SWINE. THE DOG AND DEER ARE FREQUENT REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CORN-SPIRIT, OF WHICH AMÆTHON MAY HAVE BEEN AN ANTHROPOMORPHIC FORM, OR THEY, WITH THE LAPWING, MAY HAVE BEEN EARLIER WORSHIPFUL ANIMALS, ASSOCIATED WITH AMÆTHON AS HIS SYMBOLS, WHILE LATER MYTH TOLD HOW HE HAD PROCURED THEM FROM ANNWFN. THE DIVINE FUNCTIONS OF LLEW LLAW GYFFES ARE HARDLY APPARENT IN THE MABINOGI. THE INCIDENT OF BLODEUWEDD'S UNFAITHFULNESS IS SIMPLY THAT OF THE MÄRCHEN FORMULA OF THE TREACHEROUS WIFE WHO DISCOVERS THE SECRET OF HER HUSBAND'S LIFE, AND THUS PUTS HIM AT HER LOVER'S MERCY. BUT SINCE LLEW IS NOT SLAIN, BUT CHANGES TO EAGLE FORM, THIS UNUSUAL ENDING MAY MEAN THAT HE WAS ONCE A BIRD DIVINITY, THE EAGLE LATER BECOMING HIS SYMBOL. SOME MYTH MUST HAVE TOLD OF HIS DEATH, OR HE WAS AFTERWARDS REGARDED AS A MORTAL WHO DIED, FOR A POEM MENTIONS HIS TOMB, AND ADDS, "HE WAS A MAN WHO NEVER GAVE JUSTICE TO ANY ONE." DR. SKENE SUGGESTS THAT TRUTH, NOT JUSTICE, IS HERE MEANT, AND FINDS IN THIS A REFERENCE TO LLEW'S DISGUISES. PROFESSOR RHŶS, FOR REASONS NOT HELD CONVINCING BY M. LOTH, HOLDS THAT LLEW, "LION," WAS A MISAPPREHENSION FOR HIS TRUE NAME LLEU, INTERPRETED BY HIM "LIGHT." THIS MEANING HE ALSO GIVES TO LUG, EQUATING LUG AND LLEW, AND REGARDING BOTH AS SUN-GODS. HE ALSO EQUATES LLAW GYFFES, "STEADY OR STRONG HAND," WITH LUG'S EPITHET LÁM FADA, "LONG HAND," SUGGESTING THAT GYFFES MAY HAVE MEANT "LONG," ALTHOUGH IT WAS LLEW'S STEADINESS OF HAND IN SHOOTING WHICH EARNED HIM THE TITLE. AGAIN, LLEW'S RAPID GROWTH NEED NOT MAKE HIM THE SUN, FOR THIS WAS A PRIVILEGE OF MANY HEROES WHO HAD NO CONNECTION WITH THE SUN. LLEW'S UNFORTUNATE MATRIMONIAL AFFAIRS ARE ALSO REGARDED AS A SUN MYTH. BLODEUWEDD IS A DAWN GODDESS DIVIDING HER LOVE BETWEEN THE SUN-GOD AND THE PRINCE OF DARKNESS. LLEW AS THE SUN IS OVERCOME BY THE LATTER, BUT IS RESTORED BY THE CULTURE-HERO GWYDION, WHO SLAYS THE DARK RIVAL. THE TRANSFORMATION OF BLODEUWEDD INTO AN OWL MEANS THAT THE DAWN HAS BECOME THE DUSK. AS WE HAVE SEEN, ALL THIS IS A MÄRCHEN FORMULA WITH NO MYTHICAL SIGNIFICANCE. EVIDENCE OF THE PRECARIOUSNESS OF SUCH AN INTERPRETATION IS FURNISHED FROM THE SIMILAR INTERPRETATION OF THE STORY OF CUROI'S WIFE, BLATHNAT, WHOSE LOVER CÚCHULAINN SLEW CUROI. HERE A SUPPOSED SUN-GOD IS THE TREACHEROUS VILLAIN WHO KILLS A DARK DIVINITY, HUSBAND OF A DAWN GODDESS. IF LLEW IS A SUN-GOD, THE EQUIVALENT OF LUG, IT IS CURIOUS THAT HE IS NEVER CONNECTED WITH THE AUGUST FESTIVAL IN WALES WHICH CORRESPONDS TO LUGNASAD IN IRELAND. THERE MAY BE SOME SUPPORT TO THE THEORY WHICH MAKES HIM A SUN-GOD IN A TRIAD WHERE HE IS ONE OF THE THREE RUDDVOAWC WHO CAUSE A YEAR'S STERILITY WHEREVER THEY SET THEIR FEET, THOUGH IN THIS ARTHUR EXCELS THEM, FOR HE CAUSES SEVEN YEARS' STERILITY! DOES THIS POINT TO THE SCORCHING OF VEGETATION BY THE SUMMER SUN? THE MYTHOLOGISTS HAVE NOT MADE USE OF THIS INCIDENT. ON THE WHOLE THE EVIDENCE FOR LLEW AS A SUN-GOD IS NOT CONVINCING. THE STRONGEST REASON FOR IDENTIFYING HIM WITH LUG, RESTS ON THE FACT THAT BOTH HAVE UNCLES WHO ARE SMITHS AND HAVE SIMILAR NAMES--GOVANNON AND GAVIDA (GOIBNIU). LIKE AMÆTHON, GOVANNON, THE ARTIFICER OR SMITH (GÔF, "SMITH"), IS MENTIONED IN KULHWYCH AS ONE WHOSE HELP MUST BE GAINED TO WAIT AT THE END OF THE FURROWS TO CLEANSE THE IRON OF THE PLOUGH. HERE HE IS BROUGHT INTO CONNECTION WITH THE PLOUGH, BUT THE MYTH TO WHICH THE WORDS REFER IS LOST. A TALIESIN POEM ASSOCIATES HIM WITH MATH--"I HAVE BEEN WITH ARTIFICERS, WITH THE OLD MATH AND WITH GOVANNON," AND REFERS TO HIS CAER OR CASTLE. ARIANRHOD, "SILVER WHEEL," HAS A TWOFOLD CHARACTER. SHE PRETENDS TO BE A VIRGIN, AND DISCLAIMS ALL KNOWLEDGE OF HER SON LLEW, YET SHE IS MISTRESS OF GWYDION. IN THE TRIADS SHE APPEARS AS ONE OF THE THREE BLESSED (OR WHITE) LADIES OF BRITAIN. PERHAPS THESE TWO ASPECTS OF HER CHARACTER MAY POINT TO A DIVERGENCE BETWEEN RELIGION AND MYTHOLOGY, THE CULT OF A VIRGIN GODDESS OF WHOM MYTH TOLD DISCREDITABLE THINGS. MORE LIKELY SHE WAS AN OLD EARTH-GODDESS, AT ONCE A VIRGIN AND A FRUITFUL MOTHER, LIKE ARTEMIS, THE VIRGIN GODDESS, YET NEITHER CHASTE NOR FAIR, OR LIKE A BABYLONIAN GODDESS ADDRESSED AS AT ONCE "MOTHER, WIFE, AND MAID." ARIANRHOD, "BEAUTY FAMED BEYOND SUMMER'S DAWN," IS MENTIONED IN A TALIESIN POEM, AND SHE WAS LATER ASSOCIATED WITH THE CONSTELLATION CORONA BOREALIS. POSSIBLY HER REAL NAME WAS FORGOTTEN, AND THAT OF ARIANRHOD DERIVED FROM A PLACE-NAME, "CAER ARIANRHOD," ASSOCIATED WITH HER. THE INTERPRETATION WHICH MAKES HER A DAWN GODDESS, MOTHER OF LIGHT, LLEU, AND DARKNESS, DYLAN, IS FAR FROM OBVIOUS. DYLAN, AFTER HIS BAPTISM, RUSHED INTO THE SEA, THE NATURE OF WHICH BECAME HIS. NO WAVE EVER BROKE UNDER HIM; HE SWAM LIKE A FISH; AND HENCE WAS CALLED DYLAN EIL TON OR "SON OF THE WAVE." GOVANNON, HIS UNCLE, SLEW HIM, AN INCIDENT INTERPRETED AS THE DEFEAT OF DARKNESS, WHICH "HIES AWAY TO LURK IN THE SEA." DYLAN, HOWEVER, HAS NO DARK TRAITS AND IS DESCRIBED AS A BLONDE. THE WAVES LAMENT HIS DEATH, AND, AS THEY DASH AGAINST THE SHORE, SEEK TO AVENGE IT. HIS GRAVE IS "WHERE THE WAVE MAKES A SULLEN SOUND," BUT POPULAR BELIEF IDENTIFIES HIM WITH THE WAVES, AND THEIR NOISE AS THEY PRESS INTO THE CONWAY IS HIS DYING GROAN. NOT ONLY IS HE EIL TON, "SON OF THE WAVE," BUT ALSO EIL MOR, "SON OF THE SEA." HE IS THUS A LOCAL SEA-GOD, AND LIKE MANANNAN IDENTIFIED WITH THE WAVES, AND YET SEPARATE FROM THEM, SINCE THEY MOURN HIS DEATH. THE MABINOGI GIVES US THE DÉBRIS OF MYTHS EXPLAINING HOW AN ANTHROPOMORPHIC SEA-GOD WAS CONNECTED WITH THE GODDESS ARIANRHOD AND SLAIN BY A GOD GOVANNON. ANOTHER MABINOGION GROUP IS THAT OF PWYLL, PRINCE OF DYVED, HIS WIFE RHIANNON, AND THEIR SON PRYDERI. PWYLL AGREES WITH ARAWN, KING OF ANNWFN (ELYSIUM), TO REIGN OVER HIS KINGDOM FOR A YEAR. AT THE END OF THAT TIME HE SLAYS ARAWN'S RIVAL HAVGAN. ARAWN SENDS HIM GIFTS, AND PWYLL IS NOW KNOWN AS PEN OR HEAD OF ANNWFN, A TITLE SHOWING THAT HE WAS ONCE A GOD, BELONGING TO THE GODS' LAND, LATER IDENTIFIED WITH THE CHRISTIAN HADES. PWYLL NOW AGREES WITH RHIANNON, WHO APPEARS MYSTERIOUSLY ON A MAGIC HILLOCK, AND WHOM HE CAPTURES, TO RID HER OF AN UNWELCOME SUITOR GWAWL. HE IMPRISONS HIM IN A MAGICAL BAG, AND RHIANNON WEDS PWYLL. THE STORY THUS RESOLVES ITSELF INTO THE FORMULA OF THE FAIRY BRIDE, BUT IT PAVES THE WAY FOR THE VENGEANCE TAKEN ON PRYDERI AND RHIANNON BY GWAWL'S FRIEND LLWYT. RHIANNON HAS A SON WHO IS STOLEN AS SOON AS BORN. SHE IS ACCUSED OF SLAYING HIM AND IS DEGRADED, BUT TEYRNON RECOVERS THE CHILD FROM ITS SUPERHUMAN ROBBER AND CALLS HIM GWRI. AS HE GROWS UP, TEYRNON NOTICES HIS RESEMBLANCE TO PWYLL, AND TAKES HIM TO HIS COURT. RHIANNON IS REINSTATED, AND BECAUSE SHE CRIES THAT HER ANGUISH (PRYDERI) IS GONE, THE BOY IS NOW CALLED PRYDERI. HERE, AGAIN, WE HAVE MÄRCHEN INCIDENTS, WHICH ALSO APPEAR IN THE FIONN SAGA. THOUGH THERE IS LITTLE THAT IS MYTHOLOGICAL HERE, IT IS EVIDENT THAT PWYLL IS A GOD AND RHIANNON A GODDESS, WHOSE EARLY IMPORTANCE, LIKE THAT OF OTHER CELTIC GODDESSES, APPEARS FROM HER NAME, A CORRUPTION OF RIGANTONA, "GREAT QUEEN." ELSEWHERE WE HEAR OF HER MAGIC BIRDS WHOSE SONG CHARMED BRAN'S COMPANIONS FOR SEVEN YEARS, AND OF HER MARRIAGE TO MANAWYDDAN--AN OLD MYTH IN WHICH MANAWYDDAN MAY HAVE BEEN PRYDERI'S FATHER, WHILE POSSIBLY IN SOME OTHER MYTH PRYDERI MAY HAVE BEEN CHILD OF RIGANTONA AND TEYRNON (= TIGERNONOS, "KING"). 3 WE MAY POSTULATE AN OLD RHIANNON SAGA, FRAGMENTS OF WHICH ARE TO BE FOUND IN THE MABINOGI, AND THERE MAY HAVE BEEN MORE THAN ONE GODDESS CALLED RIGANTONA, LATER FUSED INTO ONE. BUT IN THE TALES, SHE IS MERELY A QUEEN OF OLD ROMANCE. PRYDERI, AS HAS BEEN SEEN, WAS DESPOILED OF HIS SWINE BY GWYDION. THEY WERE THE GIFT OF ARAWN, BUT IN THE TRIADS THEY SEEM TO HAVE BEEN BROUGHT FROM ANNWFN BY PWYLL, WHILE PRYDERI ACTED AS SWINEHERD. BOTH PWYLL AND PRYDERI ARE THUS CONNECTED WITH THOSE MYTHS WHICH TOLD OF THE BRINGING OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS FROM THE GODS' LAND. BUT SINCE THEY ARE CERTAINLY GODS, ASSOCIATED WITH THE GODS' LAND, THIS IS PERHAPS THE RESULT OF MISUNDERSTANDING. A POEM SPEAKS OF THE MAGIC CAULDRON OF PEN ANNWFN, PWYLL, AND THIS POINTS TO A MYTH EXPLAINING HIS CONNECTION WITH ANNWFN IN A DIFFERENT WAY FROM THE ACCOUNT IN THE MABINOGI. THE POEM ALSO TELLS HOW GWEIR WAS IMPRISONED IN CAER SIDI (= ANNWFN) "THROUGH THE MESSENGER OF PWYLL AND PRYDERI." THEY ARE THUS LORDS OF ANNWFN, WHOSE SWINE GWEIR (GWYDION) TRIES TO STEAL. ELSEWHERE CAER SIDI IS ASSOCIATED WITH MANAWYDDAN AND PRYDERI, PERHAPS A REFERENCE TO THEIR CONNECTION AS FATHER AND SON. THUS, PRYDERI AND PWYLL BELONG TO THE BRIGHT ELYSIUM, AND MAY ONCE HAVE BEEN GODS OF FERTILITY ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNDER-EARTH REGION, WHICH WAS BY NO MEANS A WORLD OF DARKNESS. WHATEVER BE THE MEANING OF THE DEATH OF PRYDERI AT THE HANDS OF GWYDION, IT IS CONNECTED WITH LATER REFERENCES TO HIS GRAVE. A FOURTH GROUP IS THAT OF BELI AND HIS SONS, REFERRED TO IN THE MABINOGI OF BRANWEN, WHERE ONE OF THEM, CASWALLAWN, USURPS THE THRONE, AND THUS MAKES MANAWYDDAN, LIKE MACGREGOR, LANDLESS. IN THE DREAM OF MAXEN, THE SONS OF BELI ARE LLUDD, CASWALLAWN, NYNNYAW, AND LLEVELYS. GEOFFREY CALLS BELI HELI, AND SPEAKS OF AN EARLIER KING BELINUS, AT ENMITY WITH HIS BROTHER BRENNIUS. BUT PROBABLY BELI OR HELI AND [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] BELINUS ARE ONE AND THE SAME, AND BOTH REPRESENT THE EARLIER GOD BELENOS. CASWELLAWN BECOMES CASSIVELLAUNUS, OPPONENT OF CÆSAR, BUT IN THE MABINOGI HE IS HOSTILE TO THE RACE OF LLYR, AND THIS MAY BE CONNECTED WITH WHATEVER UNDERLIES GEOFFREY'S ACCOUNT OF THE HOSTILITY OF BELINUS AND BRENNIUS (= BRAN, SON OF LLYR), PERHAPS, LIKE THE ENMITY OF THE RACE OF DÔN TO PRYDERI, A REMINISCENCE OF THE STRIFE OF RIVAL TRIBES OR OF GOIDEL AND BRYTHON. AS HAS BEEN SEEN, THE EVIDENCE FOR REGARDING BELI AS DÔN'S CONSORT OR THE EQUIVALENT OF BILE IS SLENDER. NOR, IF HE IS BELENOS, THE EQUIVALENT OF APOLLO, IS HE IN ANY SENSE A "DARK" GOD. HE IS REGARDED AS A VICTORIOUS CHAMPION, PRESERVER OF HIS "HONEY ISLE" AND OF THE STABILITY OF HIS KINGDOM, IN A TALIESIN POEM AND IN THE TRIADS. THE PERSONALITY OF CASSWALLAWN IS LOST IN THAT OF THE HISTORIC CASSIVELLAUNUS, BUT IN A REFERENCE TO HIM IN THE TRIADS WHERE, WITH CARADAWC AND GWEIRYDD, HE BEARS THE TITLE "WAR KING," WE MAY SEE A GLIMPSE OF HIS DIVINE CHARACTER, THAT OF A GOD OF WAR, INVISIBLY LEADING ON ARMIES TO BATTLE, AND AS SUCH EMBODIED IN GREAT CHIEFS WHO BORE HIS NAME. NYNNYAW APPEARS IN GEOFFREY'S PAGES AS NENNIUS, WHO DIES OF WOUNDS INFLICTED BY CÆSAR, TO THE GREAT GRIEF OF CASSIVELLAUNUS. THE THEORY THAT LLUDD LLAW EREINT OR LODENS LAMARGENTIOS REPRESENTS NODENS (NUADA) LĀMARGENTIOS, THE CHANGE BEING THE RESULT OF ALLITERATION, HAS BEEN CONTESTED, WHILE IF THE WELSH LLUDD AND NUDD WERE IDENTICAL IT IS STRANGE THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE BECOME DISTINCT PERSONALITIES, GWYN, SON OF NUDD, BEING THE LOVER OF CREIDDYLAD, DAUGHTER OF LLUDD UNLESS IN SOME EARLIER MYTH THEIR [SEXLESS] LOVE WAS THAT OF BROTHER AND SISTER. LLUDD IS ALSO CONFUSED OR IS IDENTICAL WITH LLYR, JUST AS THE IRISH LER IS WITH ALLOID. HE IS PROBABLY THE SON OF BELI WHO, IN THE TALE OF LLUDD AND LLEVELYS, BY THE ADVICE OF LLEVELYS RIDS HIS COUNTRY OF THREE PLAGUES. THESE ARE, FIRST, THE CORANIANS WHO HEAR EVERY WHISPER, AND WHOM HE DESTROYS BY THROWING OVER THEM WATER IN WHICH CERTAIN INSECTS GIVEN HIM BY LEVELYS HAVE BEEN BRUISED. THE SECOND IS A SHRIEK ON MAY-EVE WHICH MAKES LAND AND WATER BARREN, AND IS CAUSED BY A DRAGON WHICH ATTACKS THE DRAGON OF THE LAND. THESE LLUDD CAPTURES AND IMPRISONS AT DINAS EMREIS, WHERE THEY AFTERWARDS CAUSE TROUBLE TO VORTIGERN AT THE BUILDING OF HIS CASTLE. THE THIRD IS THAT OF THE DISAPPEARANCE OF A YEAR'S SUPPLY OF FOOD BY A MAGICIAN, WHO LULLS EVERY ONE TO SLEEP AND WHO IS CAPTURED BY LLUDD. THOUGH THE CORANIANS APPEAR IN THE TRIADS AS A HOSTILE TRIBE, THEY MAY HAVE BEEN A SUPERNATURAL FOLK, SINCE THEIR NAME IS PERHAPS DERIVED FROM CÒR, " DWARF," AND THEY ARE NOW REGARDED AS MISCHIEVOUS FAIRIES. THEY MAY THUS BE ANALOGOUS TO THE FOMORIANS, AND THEIR STORY, LIKE THAT OF THE DRAGON AND THE MAGICIAN WHO PRODUCE BLIGHT AND LOSS OF FOOD, MAY BE BASED ON OLDER MYTH OR RITUAL EMBODYING THE BELIEF IN POWERS HOSTILE TO FERTILITY, THOUGH IT IS NOT CLEAR WHY THOSE POWERS SHOULD BE MOST ACTIVE ON MAY-DAY. BUT THIS MAY BE A MISUNDERSTANDING, AND THE DRAGONS ARE OVERCOME ON MAY-EVE. THE REFERENCES IN THE TALE TO LLUDD'S GENEROSITY AND LIBERALITY IN GIVING FOOD MAY REFLECT HIS FUNCTION AS A GOD OF GROWTH, BUT, LIKE OTHER EUHEMERIZED GODS, HE IS ALSO CALLED A MIGHTY WARRIOR, AND IS SAID TO HAVE REBUILT THE WALLS OF CAER LUDD (LONDON), HIS NAME STILL SURVIVING IN "LUDGATE HILL," WHERE HE WAS BURIED. THIS LEGEND DOUBTLESS POINTS TO SOME ANCIENT CULT OF LLUDD AT THIS SPOT. NUDD, ALREADY DISCUSSED UNDER HIS TITLE NODONS, IS LESS PROMINENT THAN HIS SORT GWYN, WHOSE FIGHT WITH GWTHUR WE HAVE EXPLAINED AS A MYTHIC EXPLANATION OF RITUAL COMBATS FOR THE INCREASE OF FERTILITY. HE ALSO APPEARS AS A HUNTER AND AS A GREAT WARRIOR, "THE HOPE OF ARMIES," AND THUS HE MAY BE A GOD OF FERTILITY WHO BECAME A GOD OF WAR AND THE CHASE. BUT LEGEND ASSOCIATED HIM WITH ANNWFN, AND REGARDED HIM, LIKE THE TUATHA DEA, AS A KING OF FAIRYLAND. IN THE LEGEND OF S. COLLEN, THE SAINT TELLS TWO MEN, WHOM HE OVERHEARS SPEAKING OF GWYN AND THE FAIRIES, THAT THESE ARE DEMONS. "THOU SHALT RECEIVE A REPROOF FROM GWYN," SAID ONE OF THEM, AND SOON AFTER COLLEN WAS SUMMONED TO MEET THE KING OF ANNWFN ON GLASTONBURY TOR. HE CLIMBED THE HILL WITH A FLASK OF HOLY WATER, AND SAW ON ITS TOP A SPLENDID CASTLE, WITH CROWDS OF BEAUTIFUL AND YOUTHFUL FOLK, WHILE THE AIR RESOUNDED WITH MUSIC. HE WAS BROUGHT TO GWYN, WHO POLITELY OFFERED HIM FOOD, BUT "I WILL NOT EAT OF THE LEAVES OF THE TREE," CRIED THE SAINT; AND WHEN HE WAS ASKED TO ADMIRE THE DRESSES OF THE CROWD, ALL HE WOULD SAY WAS THAT THE RED SIGNIFIED BURNING, THE BLUE COLDNESS. THEN HE THREW THE HOLY WATER OVER THEM, AND NOTHING WAS LEFT BUT THE BARE HILLSIDE. THOUGH GWYN'S COURT ON GLASTONBURY IS A LOCAL CELTIC ELYSIUM, WHICH WAS ACTUALLY LOCATED THERE, THE STORY MARKS THE HOSTILITY OF THE CHURCH TO THE CULT OF GWYN, PERHAPS PRACTICED ON HILLTOPS, AND THIS IS FURTHER SEEN IN THE BELIEF THAT HE HUNTS SOULS OF THE WICKED [SEXUAL] AND IS CONNECTED WITH ANNWFN IN ITS LATER SENSE OF HELL. BUT A MEDIANT VIEW IS FOUND IN KULHWYCH, WHERE IT IS SAID OF HIM THAT HE RESTRAINS THE DEMONS OF HELL LEST THEY SHOULD DESTROY THE PEOPLE OF THIS WORLD. IN THE TRIADS HE IS, LIKE OTHER GODS, A GREAT MAGICIAN AND ASTROLOGER. ANOTHER GROUP, UNKNOWN TO THE MABINOGION, SAVE THAT [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] TALIESIN IS ONE OF THE BEARERS OF BRAN'S HEAD, IS FOUND IN THE BOOK OF TALIESIN AND IN THE LATE STORY OF TALIESIN. THESE, LIKE THE ARTHUR CYCLE, OFTEN REFER TO PERSONAGES OF THE MABINOGION; HENCE WE GATHER THAT LOCAL GROUPS OF GODS, ORIGINALLY DISTINCT, WERE LATER MINGLED IN STORY, THE REFERENCES IN THE POEMS REFLECTING THIS MINGLING. LATE AS IS THE HANES TALIESIN OR STORY OF TALIESIN, AND EXPRESSED AS MUCH OF IT IS IN A MÄRCHEN FORMULA, IT IS BASED ON OLD MYTHS ABOUT CERRIDWEN AND TALIESIN OF WHICH ITS COMPILER MADE USE, FOLLOWING AN OLD TRADITION ALREADY STEREOTYPED IN ONE OF THE POEMS IN THE MÄRCHEN FORMULA OF THE TRANSFORMATION COMBAT. BUT THE MYTHICAL FRAGMENTS ARE ALSO MINGLED WITH TRADITIONS REGARDING THE SIXTH CENTURY POET TALIESIN. THE OLDER SAGA WAS PERHAPS DEVELOPED IN A DISTRICT SOUTH OF THE DYÛ ESTUARY. IN LAKE TEGID DWELL TEGID VOEL, CERRIDWEN, AND THEIR CHILDREN--THE FAIR MAIDEN CREIRWY, MORVRAN, AND THE UGLY AVAGDDU. TO GIVE AVAGDDU KNOWLEDGE, HIS MOTHER PREPARES A CAULDRON OF INSPIRATION FROM WHICH THREE DROPS OF INSPIRATION WILL BE PRODUCED. THESE FALL ON THE FINGER OF GWION, WHOM SHE SET TO STIR IT. HE PUT THE FINGER IN HIS MOUTH, AND THUS ACQUIRED THE INSPIRATION. HE FLED, AND CERRIDWEN PURSUED, THE REST OF THE STORY BEING ACCOMMODATED TO THE TRANSFORMATION COMBAT FORMULA. FINALLY, CERRIDWEN AS A HEN SWALLOWS GWION AS A GRAIN OF WHEAT, AND BEARS HIM AS A CHILD, WHOM SHE THROWS INTO THE SEA. ELPHIN, WHO RESCUES HIM, CALLS HIM TALIESIN, AND BRINGS HIM UP AS A BARD. THE WATER-WORLD OF TEGID IS A SUBMARINE ELYSIUM WITH THE CUSTOMARY CAULDRON OF INSPIRATION, REGENERATION, AND FERTILITY, LIKE THE CAULDRON ASSOCIATED WITH A WATER-WORLD IN THE MABINOGION. "SHALL NOT MY CHAIR BE DEFENDED FROM THE CAULDRON OF CERRIDWEN," RUNS A LINE IN A TALIESIN POEM, WHILE ANOTHER SPEAKS OF HER CHAIR, WHICH WAS PROBABLY IN ELYSIUM LIKE THAT OF TALIESIN HIMSELF IN CAER SIDI. FURTHER REFERENCES, TO HER CONNECTION WITH POETRY SHOW THAT SHE MAY HAVE BEEN WORSHIPPED BY BARDS, HER CAULDRON BEING THE SOURCE OF THEIR INSPIRATION. HER ANGER AT GWION MAY POINT TO SOME FORM OF THE CELTIC MYTH OF THE THEFT OF THE ELEMENTS OF CULTURE FROM THE GODS' LAND. BUT THE CAULDRON WAS FIRST OF ALL ASSOCIATED WITH A FERTILITY CULT, AND CERRIDWEN MUST THEREFORE ONCE HAVE BEEN A GODDESS OF FERTILITY, WHO, LIKE BRIGIT, WAS LATER WORSHIPPED BY BARDS. SHE MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN A CORN-GODDESS, SINCE SHE IS CALLED A GODDESS OF GRAIN, AND TRADITION ASSOCIATES THE PIG--A COMMON EMBODIMENT OF THE CORN-SPIRIT--WITH HER. IF THE TRADITION IS CORRECT, THIS WOULD BE AN INSTANCE, LIKE THAT OF DEMETER AND THE PIG, OF AN ANIMAL EMBODIMENT OF THE CORN-SPIRIT BEING CONNECTED WITH A LATER ANTHROPOMORPHIC CORN-GODDESS. TALIESIN WAS PROBABLY AN OLD GOD OF POETIC INSPIRATION CONFUSED WITH THE SIXTH CENTURY POET OF THE SAME NAME, PERHAPS BECAUSE THIS BOASTFUL POET IDENTIFIED HIMSELF OR WAS IDENTIFIED BY OTHER BARDS WITH THE GODS. HE SPEAKS OF HIS "SPLENDID CHAIR, INSPIRATION OF FLUENT AND URGENT SONG" IN CAER SIDI OR ELYSIUM, AND, SPEAKING IN THE GOD’S NAME OR IDENTIFYING HIMSELF WITH HIM, DESCRIBES HIS PRESENCE WITH LLEW, BRAN, GWYDION, AND OTHERS, AS WELL AS HIS CREATION AND HIS ENCHANTMENT BEFORE BE BECAME IMMORTAL. HE WAS PRESENT WITH ARTHUR WHEN A CAULDRON WAS STOLEN FROM ANNWFN, AND BASING HIS VERSES ON THE MYTHIC TRANSFORMATIONS AND REBIRTHS OF THE GODS, RECOUNTS IN HIGHLY INFLATED LANGUAGE HIS OWN NUMEROUS FORMS AND REBIRTHS. HIS CLAIMS RESEMBLE THOSE OF THE SHAMAN WHO HAS THE ENTRÉE OF THE SPIRIT-WORLD AND CAN TRANSFORM HIMSELF AT WILL. TALIESIN'S REBIRTH IS CONNECTED WITH HIS ACQUIRING OF INSPIRATION. THESE INCIDENTS APPEAR SEPARATELY IN THE STORY OF FIONN, WHO ACQUIRED HIS INSPIRATION BY AN ACCIDENT, AND WAS ALSO SAID TO HAVE BEEN REBORN AS MONGAN. THEY ARE MYTHS COMMON TO VARIOUS BRANCHES OF THE CELTIC PEOPLE, AND APPLIED IN DIFFERENT COMBINATIONS TO OUTSTANDING GODS OR HEROES. THE TALIESIN POEMS SHOW THAT THERE MAY HAVE BEEN TWO GODS OR TWO MYTHIC ASPECTS OF ONE GOD, LATER COMBINED TOGETHER. HE IS THE SON OF THE GODDESS AND DWELLS IN THE DIVINE LAND, BUT HE IS ALSO A CULTURE-HERO STEALING FROM THE DIVINE LAND. PERHAPS THE MYTHS REFLECT THE ENCROACHMENT OF THE CULT OF A GOD ON THAT OF A GODDESS, HIS WORSHIPPERS REGARDING HIM AS HER SON, HER WORSHIPPERS REFLECTING THEIR HOSTILITY TO THE NEW GOD IN A MYTH OF HER ENMITY TO HIM. FINALLY, THE LEGEND OF THE RESCUE OF TALIESIN THE POET FROM THE WAVES BECAME A MYTH OF THE DIVINE OUTCAST CHILD RESCUED BY ELPHIN, AND PROVING HIMSELF A BARD WHEN NORMAL INFANTS ARE MERELY BABBLING. THE OCCASIONAL AND OBSCURE REFERENCES TO THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THIS GROUP THROW LITTLE LIGHT ON THEIR FUNCTIONS, SAVE THAT MORVRAN, "SEA-CROW," IS DESCRIBED IN KULHWYCH AS SO UGLY AND TERRIBLE THAT NO ONE WOULD STRIKE HIM AT THE BATTLE OF CAMLAN. HE MAY HAVE BEEN A WAR-GOD, LIKE THE SCALD-CROW GODDESSES OF IRELAND, AND HE IS ALSO SPOKEN OF IN THE TRIADS AS AN "OBSTRUCTER OF SLAUGHTER" OR "SUPPORT OF BATTLE." INGENUITY AND SPECULATION HAVE BUSIED THEMSELVES WITH TRYING TO PROVE THAT THE PERSONAGES OF THE ARTHURIAN CYCLE ARE THE OLD GODS OF THE BRYTHONS, AND THE INCIDENTS OF THE ROMANCES FRAGMENTS OF THE OLD MYTHOLOGY. WHILE SOME OF THESE PERSONAGES--THOSE ALREADY PRESENT IN GENUINELY OLD WELSH TALES AND POEMS OR IN GEOFFREY'S HISTORY--ARE REMINISCENT OF THE OLD GODS, THE ROMANTIC PRESENTMENT OF THEM IN THE CYCLE ITSELF IS SO LARGELY IMAGINATIVE, THAT NOTHING CERTAIN CAN BE GAINED FROM IT FOR THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE OLD MYTHOLOGY, MUCH LESS THE OLD RELIGION. INCIDENTS WHICH ARE THE COMMON STOCK OF REAL LIFE AS WELL AS OF ROMANCE ARE INTERPRETED MYTHOLOGICALLY, AND IT IS NEVER QUITE OBVIOUS WHY THE SLAYING OF ONE HERO BY ANOTHER SHOULD SIGNIFY THE CONQUEST OF A DARK DIVINITY BY A SOLAR HERO, OR WHY THE CAPTURE OF A HEROINE BY ONE KNIGHT WHEN SHE IS BELOVED OF ANOTHER, SHOULD MAKE HER A DAWN-GODDESS SHARING HER FAVORS, NOW WITH THE SUN-GOD, NOW WITH A "DARK" DIVINITY. OR, EVEN GRANTING THE TRUTH OF THIS METHOD, WHAT LIGHT DOES IT THROW ON CELTIC RELIGION? WE MAY POSTULATE A LOCAL ARTHUR SAGA FUSING AN OLD BRYTHONIC GOD WITH THE HISTORIC SIXTH CENTURY ARTHUR. FROM THIS OR FROM GEOFFREY'S HANDLING OF IT SPRANG THE GREAT ROMANTIC CYCLE. IN THE NINTH CENTURY NENNIUS ARTHUR IS THE HISTORIC WAR-CHIEF, POSSIBLY COUNT OF BRITAIN, BUT IN THE REFERENCE TO HIS HUNTING THE PORCUS TROIT (THE TWRCH TRWYTH) THE MYTHIC ARTHUR MOMENTARILY APPEARS. GEOFFREY'S ARTHUR DIFFERS FROM THE LATER ARTHUR OF ROMANCE, AND HE MAY HAVE PARTIALLY RATIONALIZED THE SAGA, WHICH WAS EITHER OF RECENT FORMATION OR ELSE LOCAL AND OBSCURE, SINCE THERE IS NO REFERENCE TO ARTHUR IN THE MABINOGION--A FACT WHICH SHOWS THAT "IN THE LEGENDS OF GWYNEDD AND DYFEDD HE HAD NO PLACE WHATEVER," AND ALSO THAT ARTHUR THE GOD OR MYTHIC HERO WAS ALSO PURELY LOCAL. IN GEOFFREY ARTHUR IS THE FRUIT OF IGERNA'S AMOUR WITH UTHER, TO WHOM MERLIN HAS GIVEN HER HUSBAND'S SHAPE. ARTHUR CONQUERS MANY HOSTS AS WELL AS GIANTS, AND HIS COURT IS THE RESORT OF ALL VALOROUS PERSONS. BUT HE IS AT LAST WOUNDED BY HIS WIFE'S SEDUCER, AND CARRIED TO THE ISLE OF AVALLON TO BE CURED OF HIS WOUNDS, AND NOTHING MORE IS EVER HEARD OF HIM. SOME OF THESE INCIDENTS OCCUR ALSO IN THE STORIES OF FIONN AND MONGAN, AND THOSE OF THE MYSTERIOUS BEGETTING OF A WONDER CHILD AND HIS FINAL DISAPPEARANCE INTO FAIRYLAND ARE LOCAL FORMS OF A TALE COMMON TO ALL BRANCHES OF THE CELTS. THIS WAS FITTED TO THE HISTORY OF THE LOCAL GOD OR HERO ARTHUR, GIVING RISE TO THE LOCAL SAGA, TO WHICH WAS AFTERWARDS ADDED EVENTS FROM THE LIFE OF THE HISTORIC ARTHUR. THIS COMPLEX SAGA MUST THEN HAVE ACQUIRED A WIDER FAME LONG BEFORE THE ROMANTIC CYCLE TOOK ITS PLACE, AS IS SUGGESTED BY THE PURELY WELSH TALES OF KULHWYCH AND THE DREAM OF RHONABWY, IN THE FORMER OF WHICH THE PERSONAGES (GODS) OF THE MABINOGION FIGURE IN ARTHUR'S TRAIN, THOUGH HE IS FAR FROM BEING THE ARTHUR OF THE ROMANCES. SPORADIC REFERENCES TO ARTHUR OCCUR ALSO IN WELSH LITERATURE, AND TO THE EARLIER SAGA BELONGS THE ARTHUR WHO SPOILS ELYSIUM OF ITS CAULDRON IN A TALIESIN POEM. IN THE TRIADS THERE IS A MINGLING OF THE HISTORIC, THE SAGA, AND THE LATER ROMANCE ARTHUR, BUT PROBABLY AS A RESULT OF THE GROWING POPULARITY OF THE SAGA ARTHUR HE IS ADDED TO MANY TRIADS AS A MORE REMARKABLE PERSON THAN THE THREE WHOM THEY DESCRIBE. ARTHURIAN PLACE-NAMES OVER THE BRYTHONIC AREA ARE MORE PROBABLY THE RESULT OF THE POPULARITY OF THE SAGA THAN THAT OF THE LATER ROMANTIC CYCLE, A PARALLEL INSTANCE BEING FOUND IN THE EXTENT OF OSSIANIC PLACE-NAMES OVER THE GOIDELIC AREA AS A RESULT OF THE SPREAD OF THE FIONN SAGA. THE CHARACTER OF THE ROMANCE ARTHUR--THE FLOWER OF KNIGHTHOOD AND A GREAT WARRIOR--AND THE BLENDING OF THE HISTORIC WAR-LEADER ARTHUR WITH THE MYTHIC ARTHUR, SUGGEST THAT THE LATTER WAS THE IDEAL HERO OF CERTAIN BRYTHONIC GROUPS, AS FIONN AND CÚCHULAINN OF CERTAIN GOIDELIC GROUPS. HE MAY HAVE BEEN THE OBJECT OF A CULT AS THESE HEROES PERHAPS WERE, OR HE MAY HAVE BEEN A GOD MORE AND MORE IDEALIZED AS A HERO. IF THE EARLIER FORM OF HIS NAME WAS ARTOR, "A PLOUGHMAN," BUT PERHAPS WITH A WIDER SIGNIFICANCE, AND HAVING AN EQUIVALENT IN ARTAIUS, A GAULISH GOD EQUATED WITH MERCURY, HE MAY HAVE BEEN A GOD OF AGRICULTURE WHO BECAME A WAR-GOD. BUT HE WAS ALSO REGARDED AS A CULTURE-HERO, STEALING A CAULDRON AND ALSO SWINE FROM THE GODS' LAND, THE LAST INCIDENT EUHEMERIZED INTO THE TALE OF AN UNSUCCESSFUL THEFT FROM MARCH, SON OF MEIRCHION, WHILE, LIKE OTHER CULTURE-HEROES, HE IS A BARD. TO HIS STORY WAS EASILY FITTED THAT OF THE WONDER-CHILD, WHO, HAVING FINALLY DISAPPEARED INTO ELYSIUM (LATER LOCATED AT GLASTONBURY), WOULD REAPPEAR ONE DAY, LIKE FIONN, AS THE SAVIOR OF HIS PEOPLE. THE LOCAL ARTHUR FINALLY ATTAINED A FAME FAR EXCEEDING THAT OF ANY BRYTHONIC GOD OR HERO. MERLIN, OR MYRDDIN, APPEARS IN THE ROMANCES AS A GREAT MAGICIAN WHO IS FINALLY OVERCOME BY THE LADY OF THE LAKE, AND IS IN GEOFFREY SON OF A MYSTERIOUS INVISIBLE PERSONAGE WHO VISITS A WOMAN, AND, FINALLY TAKING HUMAN SHAPE, BEGETS MERLIN. AS A SON WHO NEVER HAD A FATHER HE IS CHOSEN AS THE FOUNDATION SACRIFICE FOR VORTIGERN'S TOWER BY HIS MAGICIANS, BUT HE CONFUTES THEM AND SHOWS WHY THE TOWER CAN NEVER BE BUILT, NAMELY, BECAUSE OF THE DRAGONS IN THE POOL BENEATH IT. THEN FOLLOW HIS PROPHECIES REGARDING THE DRAGONS AND THE FUTURE OF THE COUNTRY, AND THE STORY OF HIS REMOVAL OF THE GIANT'S DANCE, OR STONEHENGE, FROM IRELAND TO ITS PRESENT SITE--AN ÆTIOLOGICAL MYTH EXPLAINING THE ORIGIN OF THE GREAT STONE CIRCLE. HIS DESCRIPTION OF HOW THE GIANTS USED THE WATER WITH WHICH THEY WASHED THE STONES FOR THE CURE OF SICKNESS OR WOUNDS, PROBABLY POINTS TO SOME RITUAL FOR HEALING IN CONNECTION WITH THESE MEGALITHS. FINALLY, WE HEAR OF HIS TRANSFORMATION OF THE LOVELORN UTHER AND OF HIS CONFIDANT ULFIN, AS WELL AS OF HIMSELF. HERE HE APPEARS AS LITTLE MORE THAN AN IDEAL MAGICIAN, POSSIBLY AN OLD GOD, LIKE THE IRISH "GOD OF DRUIDISM," TO WHOSE LEGEND HAD BEEN ATTACHED A STORY OF SUPERNATURAL CONCEPTION. PROFESSOR RHŶS REGARDS HIM AS A CELTIC ZEUS OR AS THE SUN, BECAUSE LATE LEGENDS TELL OF HIS DISAPPEARANCE IN A GLASS HOUSE INTO THE SEA. THE GLASS HOUSE IS THE EXPANSE OF LIGHT TRAVELLING WITH THE SUN (MERLIN), WHILE THE LADY OF THE LAKE WHO COMES DAILY TO SOLACE MERLIN IN HIS ENCHANTED PRISON IS A DAWN-GODDESS. STONEHENGE WAS PROBABLY A TEMPLE OF THIS CELTIC ZEUS "WHOSE LATE LEGENDARY SELF WE HAVE IN MERLIN." SUCH LATE ROMANTIC EPISODES AND AN ÆTIOLOGICAL MYTH CAN HARDLY BE REGARDED AS AFFORDING SAFE BASIS FOR THESE VIEWS, AND THEIR MYTHOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION IS MORE THAN DOUBTFUL. THE SUN IS NEVER PRISONER OF THE DAWN AS MERLIN IS OF VIVIANE. MERLIN AND HIS GLASS HOUSE DISAPPEAR FOR EVER, BUT THE SUN REAPPEARS EVERY MORNING. EVEN THE MOST POETIC MYTHOLOGY MUST CONFORM IN SOME DEGREE TO ACTUAL PHENOMENA, BUT THIS CANNOT BE SAID OF THE SYSTEMS OF MYTHOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION. IF MERLIN BELONGS TO THE PAGAN PERIOD AT ALL, HE WAS PROBABLY AN IDEAL MAGICIAN OR GOD OF MAGICIANS, PROMINENT, PERHAPS, IN THE ARTHUR SAGA AS IN THE LATER ROMANCES, AND CREDITED WITH A MYSTERIOUS ORIGIN AND AN EQUALLY MYSTERIOUS ENDING, THE LATTER DESCRIBED IN MANY DIFFERENT WAYS. THE BOASTFUL KEI OF THE ROMANCES APPEARS ALREADY IN [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] KULHWYCH, WHILE IN GEOFFREY HE IS ARTHUR'S SENESCHAL. NOBLER TRAITS, ARE HIS IN LATER WELSH POETRY; HE IS A MIGHTY WARRIOR, FIGHTING EVEN AGAINST A HUNDRED, THOUGH HIS POWERS AS A TOPER ARE ALSO GREAT. HERE, TOO, HIS DEATH IS LAMENTED. HE MAY THUS HAVE BEEN A GOD OF WAR, AND HIS BATTLE-FURY MAY BE POETICALLY DESCRIBED IN A CURIOUS PASSAGE REFERRING TO HIM IN KULHWYCH: "HIS BREATH LASTED NINE DAYS AND NINE NIGHTS UNDER WATER. HE COULD REMAIN WITHOUT SLEEP FOR THE SAME PERIOD. NO PHYSICIAN COULD HEAL A WOUND INFLICTED BY HIS SWORD. WHEN HE PLEASED, HE COULD MAKE HIMSELF AS TALL AS THE TALLEST TREE IN THE WOOD. AND WHEN IT RAINED HARDEST, WHATEVER HE CARRIED REMAINED DRY ABOVE AND BELOW HIS HAND TO THE DISTANCE OF A HANDBREADTH, SO GREAT WAS HIS NATURAL HEAT. WHEN IT WAS COLDEST, HE WAS AS GLOWING FUEL TO HIS COMPANIONS." THIS ALMOST EXACTLY RESEMBLES CÚCHULAINN'S ASPECT IN HIS BATTLE-FURY. IN A CURIOUS POEM GWENHYVAR (GUINEVERE) EXTOLS HIS PROWESS AS A WARRIOR ABOVE THAT OF ARTHUR, AND IN KULHWYCH AND ELSEWHERE THERE IS ENMITY BETWEEN THE TWO. THIS MAY POINT TO KEI'S HAVING BEEN A GOD OF TRIBES, HOSTILE TO THOSE OF WHOM ARTHUR WAS HERO. MABON, ONE OF ARTHUR'S HEROES IN KULHWYCH AND THE DREAM OF RHONABWY, WHOSE NAME, FROM MAB (MAP), MEANS "A YOUTH," MAY BE ONE WITH THE GOD MAPONOS EQUATED WITH APOLLO IN BRITAIN AND GAUL, PERHAPS AS A GOD OF HEALING SPRINGS. HIS MOTHER’S NAME, MODRON, IS A LOCAL FORM OF MATRONA, A RIVER-GODDESS AND PROBABLY ONE OF THE MOTHER-GODDESSES AS HER NAME IMPLIES. IN THE TRIADS MABON IS ONE OF THE THREE EMINENT PRISONERS OF PRYDEIN. TO OBTAIN HIS HELP IN HUNTING THE MAGIC BOAR HIS PRISON MUST BE FOUND, AND THIS IS DONE BY ANIMALS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH A MÄRCHEN FORMULA, WHILE THE WORDS SPOKEN BY THEM SHOW THE IMMENSE DURATION OF HIS IMPRISONMENT--PERHAPS A HINT OF HIS IMMORTALITY. BUT HE WAS ALSO SAID TO HAVE DIED AND BEEN BURIED AT NANTLLE, WHICH, LIKE GLOUCESTER, THE PLACE OF HIS PRISON, MAY HAVE BEEN A SITE OF HIS WIDELY EXTENDED CULT. TAKEN AS A WHOLE THE VARIOUS GODS AND HEROES OF THE BRYTHONS, SO FAR AS THEY ARE KNOWN TO US, JUST AS THEY RESEMBLE THE IRISH DIVINITIES IN HAVING BEEN LATER REGARDED AS MORTALS, MAGICIANS, AND FAIRIES, SO THEY RESEMBLE THEM IN THEIR FUNCTIONS, DIMLY AS THESE ARE PERCEIVED. THEY ARE ASSOCIATED WITH ELYSIUM, THEY ARE LORDS OF FERTILITY AND GROWTH, OF THE SEA, OF THE ARTS OF CULTURE AND OF WAR. THE PROMINENT POSITION OF CERTAIN GODDESSES MAY POINT TO WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN DISCOVERED OF THEM IN GAUL AND IRELAND--THEIR PRE-EMINENCE AND INDEPENDENCE. BUT, LIKE THE DIVINITIES OF GAUL AND IRELAND, THOSE OF WALES WERE MAINLY LOCAL IN CHARACTER, AND ONLY IN A FEW CASES ATTAINED A WIDER POPULARITY AND CULT. CERTAIN BRITISH GODS MENTIONED ON INSCRIPTIONS MAY BE IDENTIFIED WITH SOME OF THOSE JUST CONSIDERED--NODONS WITH NUDD OR LLUDD, BELENOS WITH BELINUS OR BELI, MAPONOS WITH MAHON, TARANOS (IN CONTINENTAL INSCRIPTIONS ONLY), WITH A TARAN MENTIONED IN KULHWYCH. OTHERS ARE REFERRED TO IN CLASSICAL WRITINGS--ANDRASTA, A GODDESS OF VICTORY, TO WHOM BOUDICCA PRAYED; SUL, A GODDESS OF HOT SPRINGS, EQUATED WITH MINERVA AT BATH. INSCRIPTIONS ALSO MENTION EPONA, THE HORSE-GODDESS; BRIGANTIA, PERHAPS A FORM OF BRIGIT; BELISAMA (THE MERSEY IN PTOLEMAY), A GODDESS IN GAULISH INSCRIPTIONS. OTHERS REFER TO THE GROUP GODDESSES, THE MATRES. SOME GODS ARE EQUATED WITH MARS--CAMULOS, KNOWN ALSO ON THE CONTINENT AND PERHAPS THE SAME AS CUMAL, FATHER OF FIONN; BELATUCADROS, "COMELY IN SLAUGHTER"; COCIDIUS, COROTIACUS, BARREX, AND TOTATIS (PERHAPS LUCAN'S TEUTATES). OTHERS ARE EQUATED WITH APOLLO IN HIS CHARACTER AS A GOD OF HEALING--ANEXTIOMARUS, GRANNOS (AT MUSSELBURGH AND IN MANY CONTINENTAL INSCRIPTIONS), ARVALUS, MOGONS, ETC. MOST OF THESE AND MANY OTHERS FOUND ON ISOLATED INSCRIPTIONS WERE PROBABLY LOCAL IN CHARACTER, THOUGH SOME, OCCURRING ALSO ON THE CONTINENT, HAD ATTAINED A WIDER POPULARITY. BUT SOME OF THE INSCRIPTIONS REFERRING TO THE LATTER MAY BE DUE TO GAULISH SOLDIERS QUARTERED IN BRITAIN.  
 
COMPARATIVE TABLE OF DIVINITIES WITH SIMILAR NAMES IN IRELAND, BRITAIN, AND GAUL.
ITALICS DENOTE NAMES FOUND IN INSCRIPTIONS.
	IRELAND.
	BRITAIN.
	GAUL.

	 
	ANEXTIOMARUS
	ANEXTIOMARUS

	ANN
	ANNA (?)
	ANONIREDI, "CHARIOT OF ANU"

	BADB
	 
	BODUA

	 
	BELI, BELINUS
	BELENOS

	 
	BELISAMA
	BELISAMA

	BRIGIT
	BRIGANTIA
	BRIGINDU

	BRON
	BRAN
	BRENNUS (?)

	BUANANN
	 
	BUANU

	CUMAL
	CAMULOS
	CAMULOS

	DANU
	DÔN
	 

	 
	EPONA
	EPONA

	GOIBNIU
	GOVANNON
	 

	 
	GRANNOS
	GRANNOS

	LER
	LLYR
	 

	LUG
	LLEW OR LLEU (?)
	LUGUS, LUGOVES

	 
	MABON, MAPONOS
	MAPONOS

	MANANNAN
	MANAWYDDAN
	 

	 
	MATRES
	MATRES

	MIDER
	 
	MEDROS (?)

	 
	MODRON
	MATRONA (?)

	NEMON
	 
	NEMETONA

	NÉT
	 
	NETON

	NUADA
	NODONS, NUDD
	 

	 
	HAEL, LLÛDD (?)
	 

	OGMA
	 
	OGMIOS

	 
	SILVANUS
	SILVANUS

	 
	TARAN
	TARANIS

	 
	TOTATIS, TUTATIS
	TEUTATES


CHAPTER VII.
THE CÚCHULAINN CYCLE.
THE EVENTS OF THE CÚCHULAINN CYCLE ARE SUPPOSED TO DATE FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE CHRISTIAN ERA--KING CONCHOBAR'S DEATH SYNCHRONIZING WITH THE CRUCIFIXION. BUT THOUGH SOME PERSONAGES WHO ARE MENTIONED IN THE ANNALS FIGURE IN THE TALES, ON THE WHOLE THEY DEAL WITH PERSONS WHO NEVER EXISTED. THEY BELONG TO A WORLD OF ROMANCE AND MYTH, AND EMBODY THE IDEALS OF CELTIC PAGANISM, MODIFIED BY CHRISTIAN INFLUENCES AND THOSE OF CLASSICAL TALES AND ROMANTIC SAGAS OF OTHER REGIONS, MAINLY SCANDINAVIAN. THE PRESENT FORM OF THE TALES AS THEY EXIST IN THE BOOK OF THE DUN COW AND THE BOOK OF LEINSTER MUST HAVE BEEN GIVEN THEM IN THE SEVENTH OR EIGHTH CENTURY, BUT THEY EMBODY MATERIALS OF A FAR OLDER DATE. AT AN EARLY TIME, THE SAGA MAY HAVE HAD A MORE OR LESS DEFINITE FORM, BUT NEW TALES WERE BEING CONSTANTLY ADDED TO IT, AND SOME OF THE LONGER TALES ARE COMPOSED OF INCIDENTS WHICH ONCE HAD NO CONNECTION WITH EACH OTHER. CÚCHULAINN IS THE CENTRAL FIGURE OF THE CYCLE, AND ITS CENTRAL EPISODE IS THAT OF THE TÁIN BÓ CUAILGNE, OR "CATTLE SPOIL OF COOLEY." OTHER PERSONAGES ARE CONCHOBAR AND DECHTIRE, AILILL AND MEDB, FERGUS, CONALL CERNACH, CÚROI, DEIRDRE, AND THE SONS OF USNACH. SOME OF THESE ARE OF DIVINE DESCENT, SOME ARE PERHAPS EUHEMERIZED DIVINITIES; CONCHOBAR IS CALLED DÍA TALMAIDE, "A TERRESTRIAL GOD," AND DECHTIRE A GODDESS. THE CYCLE OPENS WITH THE BIRTH OF [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] CONCHOBAR, SON OF CATHBAD AND OF NESSA, DAUGHTER OF ONE OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN, THOUGH IN AN OLDER RECENSION OF THE TALE HE IS NESSA'S SON BY THE GOD LUG. DURING CONCHOBAR'S REIGN OVER ULSTER CÚCHULAINN WAS BORN. HE WAS SON OF DECHTIRE, EITHER BY SUALTAIM, OR BY HER BROTHER CONCHOBAR, OR BY THE GOD LUG, OF WHOM HE MAY ALSO BE A REINCARNATION. LIKE OTHER HEROES OF SAGA, HE POSSESSES GREAT STRENGTH AND SKILL AT A TENDER AGE, AND, SETTING OUT FOR CONCHOBAR'S COURT, OVERPOWERS THE KING’S "BOY CORPS," AND THEN BECOMES THEIR CHIEF. HIS NEXT ADVENTURE IS THE SLAYING OF THE WATCH-DOG OF CULANN THE SMITH, AND HIS APPEASING THE ANGER OF ITS OWNER BY OFFERING TO ACT AS HIS WATCH-DOG. CATHBAD NOW ANNOUNCED THAT HIS NAME WOULD HENCEFORTH BE CÚ CHULAINN, "CULANN'S HOUND." AT THE MATURE AGE OF SEVEN HE OBTAINED CONCHOBAR'S SPEARS, SWORD, SHIELD, AND CHARIOT, AND WITH THESE HE OVERCAME THREE MIGHTY CHAMPIONS, RETURNING IN THE DISTORTION OF HIS "BATTLE-FURY" TO EMANIA. TO PREVENT MISCHIEF FROM HIS RAGE, THE WOMEN WENT FORTH NAKED TO MEET HIM. HE MODESTLY COVERED HIS EYES, FOR IT WAS ONE OF HIS GEASA NOT TO LOOK ON A WOMAN'S BREAST. THUS, TAKEN UNAWARES, HE WAS PLUNGED INTO THREE SUCCESSIVE VATS OF COLD WATER UNTIL HIS NATURAL APPEARANCE WAS RESTORED TO HIM, ALTHOUGH THE WATER BOILED AND HISSED FROM HIS HEAT. AS CÚCHULAINN GREW UP, HIS STRENGTH, SKILL, WISDOM, AND BEAUTY WERE UNSURPASSED ALL WOMEN FELL IN LOVE WITH HIM, AND TO FORESTALL A SERIES OF BONNES FORTUNES, THE MEN OF ULSTER SOUGHT A WIFE FOR HIM. BUT THE HERO'S HEART WAS SET ON EMER, DAUGHTER OF FORGALL, WHOM HE WOOED IN A STRANGE LANGUAGE WHICH NONE BUT SHE COULD UNDERSTAND. AT LAST SHE CONSENTED TO BE HIS WIFE IF HE WOULD SLAY A NUMBER OF WARRIORS. FORGALL WAS OPPOSED TO THE MATCH, AND WITH A VIEW TO CÚCHULAINN'S DESTRUCTION SUGGESTED THAT HE SHOULD GO TO DONALL IN ALBA TO INCREASE HIS SKILL, AND TO SCATHACH IF HE WOULD EXCEL ALL OTHER WARRIORS. HE AGREED, PROVIDED THAT FORGALL WOULD GIVE HIM WHATEVER HE ASKED FOR ON HIS RETURN. ARRIVED IN ALBA, HE REFUSED THE LOVE OF DONALL'S DAUGHTER, DORNOLLA, WHO SWORE TO BE AVENGED. THENCE HE WENT TO SCATHACH, OVERCOMING ALL THE DANGERS OF THE WAY, LEAPING IN SAFETY THE GULF SURROUNDING HER ISLAND, AFTER ESSAYING IN VAIN TO CROSS A NARROW, SWINGING BRIDGE. FROM SCATHACH HE LEARNED SUPREME SKILL IN ARMS, AND OVERCAME HER AMAZONIAN RIVAL AIFE. HE BEGAT A SON BY AIFE, AND. INSTRUCTED HER TO CALL HIM CONLA, TO GIVE HIM HIS FATHER’S RING, TO SEND HIM TO SEEK CÚCHULAINN, AND TO FORBID HIM TO REVEAL HIS NAME. IN THE SEQUEL, CÚCHULAINN, UNAWARE THAT CONLA WAS HIS SON, SLEW HIM IN SINGLE COMBAT, TOO LATE DISCOVERING HIS IDENTITY FROM THE RING WHICH HE WORE. THIS IS THE WELL-KNOWN SAGA FORMULA OF SOHRAB AND RUSTUM, OF THESEUS AND HIPPOLYTUS. ON HIS RETURN FROM SCATHACH'S ISLE CÚCHULAINN DESTROYED FORGALL'S RATH WITH MANY OF ITS INMATES, INCLUDING FORGALL, AND CARRIED OFF EMER. TO THE TEN YEARS WHICH FOLLOWED, DURING WHICH HE WAS THE GREAT CHAMPION OF ULSTER, BELONG MANY TALES IN WHICH HE FIGURES PROMINENTLY. ONE OF THESE IS THE DEBILITY OF THE ULTONIANS. THIS WAS CAUSED BY MACHA, WHO, DURING HER PREGNANCY, WAS, FORCED TO RUN A RACE WITH CONCHOBAR'S HORSES. SHE OUTRAN THEM, BUT GAVE BIRTH IMMEDIATELY TO TWINS, AND, IN HER PANGS, CURSED THE MEN OF ULSTER, WITH A CURSE THAT, IN TIME OF OPPRESSION, THEY WOULD BE OVERCOME WITH THE WEAKNESS OF CHILDBIRTH. FROM THIS CÚCHULAINN WAS EXEMPT, FOR HE WAS NOT OF ULSTER, BUT A SON OF LUG. VARIOUS ATTEMPTS, HAVE BEEN MADE TO EXPLAIN THIS "DEBILITY." IT MAY BE A MYTH EXPLAINING A CELTIC USE OF THE "COUVADE," THOUGH NO EXAMPLE OF A SIMULTANEOUS TRIBAL COUVADE IS KNOWN, UNLESS WE HAVE HERE AN INSTANCE OF WESTERMARCK'S "HUMAN PAIRING SEASON IN PRIMITIVE TIMES," WITH ITS CONSEQUENT SIMULTANEOUS BIRTH-PERIOD FOR WOMEN AND COUVADE FOR MEN. OTHERS, WITH LESS LIKELIHOOD, EXPLAIN IT AS A PERIOD OF TABU, WITH CESSATION FROM WORK AND WARFARE, AT A FUNERAL OR FESTIVAL. IN ANY CASE MACHA'S CURSE IS A MYTH EXPLANATORY OF THE ORIGIN OF SOME EXISTING CUSTOM, THE DURATION OF WHICH IS MUCH EXAGGERATED BY THE NARRATOR. TO THIS PERIOD BELONG ALSO THE TALE OF CÚCHULAINN'S VISIT TO ELYSIUM, AND OTHERS TO BE REFERRED TO LATER. ANOTHER STORY DESCRIBES HIS ATTACK UPON MORRIGAN BECAUSE SHE WOULD NEITHER YIELD UP THE COWS WHICH SHE WAS DRIVING AWAY NOR TELL HER TRUE NAME--AN INSTANCE OF THE WELL-KNOWN NAME TABU. MORRIGAN TOOK THE FORM OF A BIRD, AND WAS THEN RECOGNIZED BY CÚCHULAINN, WHO POURED SCORN UPON HER, WHILE SHE PROMISED TO OPPOSE HIM DURING THE FIGHT OF THE TÁIN IN THE FORMS OF AN EEL, A WOLF, AND A COW, ALL OF WHICH HE VOWED TO DESTROY. LIKE MANY OTHERS IN THE SAGA, THIS STORY IS INTRODUCTORY TO THE MAIN EPISODE OF THE TÁIN. TO THIS WE NOW TURN. MEDB HAD BEEN WIFE OF CONCHOBAR, BUT, LEAVING HIM, HAD MARRIED IN SUCCESSION TWO CHIEFS CALLED AILILL, THE SECOND OF WHOM HAD A BULL, FINDBENNACH, THE WHITE-HORNED, WHICH SHE RESOLVED TO MATCH BY ONE IN EVERY WAY ITS EQUAL. HAVING BEEN REFUSED THE BROWN BULL OF CUAILGNE, SHE SUMMONED ALL HER FORCES TO INVADE ULSTER. THE MOMENT WAS INAUSPICIOUS FOR ULSTER, FOR ALL ITS MEN WERE SUFFERING FROM THEIR "DEBILITY." CÚCHULAINN, THEREFORE, WENT OUT TO ENCOUNTER THE HOST, AND FORCED MEDB TO AGREE THAT A SUCCESSION OF HER WARRIORS SHOULD ENGAGE HIM IN SINGLE COMBAT. AMONG THESE WAS HIS OLD FRIEND FERDIA, AND NOTHING IS SO TOUCHING AS HIS RELUCTANCE TO FIGHT HIM, OR SO PATHETIC AS HIS GRIEF WHEN FERDIA FALLS. THE RELUCTANCE IS PRIMARILY DUE TO THE TIE OF BLOOD-BROTHERHOOD EXISTING BETWEEN THEM. FINALLY, THE ULSTERMEN ROSE IN FORCE AND DEFEATED MEDB, BUT NOT BEFORE SHE HAD ALREADY CAPTURED THE BULL AND SENT IT INTO HER OWN LAND. THERE IT WAS FOUGHT BY THE FINDBENNACH AND SLEW IT, RUSHING BACK TO ULSTER WITH THE MANGLED BODY ON ITS HORNS. BUT IN ITS FRENZY A ROCK SEEMED TO BE ANOTHER BULL, WHICH IT CHARGED; ITS BRAINS WERE DASHED OUT, AND IT FELL DEAD. THE MORRIGAN HAD WARNED THE BULL OF THE APPROACH OF MEDB'S ARMY, AND SHE HAD ALSO APPEARED IN THE FORM OF A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN TO CÚCHULAINN OFFERING HIM HER LOVE, ONLY TO BE REPULSED. HENCE, SHE TURNED AGAINST HIM, AND DESCRIBED HOW SHE WOULD OPPOSE HIM AS AN EEL, A WOLF, AND A RED HEIFER--AN INCIDENT WHICH IS PROBABLY A VARIANT OF THAT ALREADY DESCRIBED. 1 IN EACH OF THESE SHAPES SHE WAS CONQUERED AND WOUNDED BY THE HERO, AND KNOWING THAT NONE WHOM HE HURT COULD BE HEALED SAVE BY HIMSELF, SHE APPEARED TO HIM AS AN OLD CRONE MILKING A COW. AT EACH DRAUGHT OF THE MILK WHICH HE RECEIVED FROM HER HE BLESSED HER WITH "THE BLESSING OF GODS AND NOT-GODS," AND SO HER WOUNDS WERE HEALED. FOR THIS, AT A LATER TIME, SHE TRIED TO WARD OFF HIS DEATH, BUT UNSUCCESSFULLY. DURING THE PROGRESS OF THE TÁIN, ONE OF CÚCHULAINN'S "FAIRY KINSMEN," NAMELY, LUG, WHO ANNOUNCED HIMSELF AS HIS FATHER, APPEARED TO AID HIM, WHILE OTHERS OF THE TUATHA DEA THREW "HERBS OF HEALING" INTO THE STREAMS IN WHICH HIS WOUNDS WERE WASHED. DURING THE TÁIN, CÚCHULAINN SLAUGHTERED THE WIZARD CALATIN AND HIS DAUGHTERS. BUT CALATIN'S WIFE BORE THREE POSTHUMOUS SONS AND THREE DAUGHTERS, AND THROUGH THEIR MEANS THE HERO WAS AT LAST SLAIN. EVERYTHING WAS DONE TO KEEP HIM BACK FROM THE HOST WHICH NOW ADVANCED AGAINST ULSTER, BUT FINALLY ONE OF CALATIN'S DAUGHTERS TOOK THE FORM OF NIAMH AND BADE HIM GO FORTH. AS HE PASSED TO THE FIGHT, CALATIN'S DAUGHTERS PERSUADED HIM TO EAT THE FLESH OF A DOG--A FATAL DEED, FOR IT WAS ONE OF HIS GEASA NEVER TO EAT DOG'S FLESH. SO IT WAS THAT IN THE FIGHT HE WAS SLAIN BY LUGAID, AND HIS SOUL APPEARED TO THE THRICE FIFTY QUEENS WHO HAD LOVED HIM, CHANTING A MYSTIC SONG OF THE COMING OF CHRIST AND THE DAY OF DOOM--AN INTERESTING EXAMPLE OF A PHANTASM COINCIDENTAL WITH DEATH. THIS AND OTHER CHRISTIAN TOUCHES SHOW THAT THE CHRISTIAN REDACTORS OF THE SAGA FELT TENDERLY TOWARDS THE OLD PAGAN HERO. THIS IS EVEN MORE MARKED IN THE STORY IN WHICH HE APPEARS TO KING LOEGAIRE AND S. PATRICK, BEGGING THE FORMER TO BELIEVE IN GOD AND THE SAINT, AND PRAYING PATRICK TO "BRING ME WITH THY FAITHFUL ONES UNTO THE LAND OF THE LIVING." A SIMILAR CHRISTIANIZING APPEARS IN THE STORY OF CONCHOBAR'S DEATH, THE RESULT OF HIS MAD FRENZY ON BEARING FROM HIS DRUID THAT AN EARTHQUAKE IS THE RESULT OF THE SHAMEFUL CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST. IN THE SAGA, CÚCHULAINN APPEARS AS THE IDEAL CELTIC WARRIOR, BUT, LIKE OTHER IDEAL WARRIORS, HE IS A "MAGNIFIED, NON-NATURAL MAN," MANY OF HIS DEEDS BEING MERELY EXAGGERATIONS OF THOSE COMMON AMONG BARBARIC FOLK. EVEN HIS "DISTORTION" OR BATTLE FRENZY IS BUT A MAGNIFYING OF THE WILD FRENZY OF ALL WILD FIGHTERS. TO THE PERSON OF THIS IDEAL WARRIOR, SOME OF WHOSE TRAITS MAY HAVE BEEN DERIVED FROM TRADITIONAL STORIES OF ACTUAL HEROES, MÄRCHEN AND SAGA EPISODES ATTACHED THEMSELVES. OF EVERY IDEAL HERO, CELTIC, GREEK, BABYLONIAN, OR [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] POLYNESIAN, CERTAIN THINGS ARE TOLD--HIS PHENOMENAL STRENGTH AS A CHILD; HIS VICTORY OVER ENORMOUS FORCES; HIS VISITS TO THE OTHER-WORLD; HIS AMOURS WITH A GODDESS; HIS DIVINE DESCENT. THESE BELONG TO THE COMMON STOCK OF FOLK-TALE EPISODES, AND ACCUMULATE ROUND EVERY GREAT NAME. HENCE, SAVE IN THE COLORING GIVEN TO THEM OR THE USE MADE OF THEM BY ANY RACE, THEY DO NOT AFFORD A KEY TO THE MYTHIC CHARACTER OF THE HERO. SUCH DEEDS ARE ASCRIBED TO CÚCHULAINN, AS THEY DOUBTLESS WERE TO THE IDEAL HEROES OF THE "UNDIVIDED ARYANS," BUT THOUGH PARALLELS MAY BE FOUND BETWEEN HIM AND THE GREEK HERACLES, THEY MIGHT JUST AS EASILY BE FOUND IN NON-ARYAN REGIONS, E.G. IN POLYNESIA. THUS, THE PARALLELS BETWEEN CÚCHULAINN AND HERACLES THROW LITTLE LIGHT ON THE PERSONALITY OF THE FORMER, THOUGH HERE AND THERE IN SUCH PARALLELS WE OBSERVE A PECULIARLY CELTIC TOUCH. THUS, WHILE THE GREEK HERO RESCUES HESIONE FROM A DRAGON, IT IS FROM THREE FOMORIANS THAT CÚCHULAINN RESCUES DEVORGILLA, NAMELY, FROM BEINGS TO WHOM ACTUAL HUMAN SACRIFICE WAS PAID. THUS, A MÄRCHEN FORMULA OF WORLD-WIDE EXISTENCE HAS BEEN MOLDED BY CELTIC RELIGIOUS BELIEF AND RITUAL PRACTICE. IT WAS INEVITABLE THAT THE " MYTHOLOGICAL SCHOOL " SHOULD REGARD CÚCHULAINN AS A SOLAR HERO. THUS "HE REACHES HIS FULL DEVELOPMENT AT AN UNUSUALLY EARLY AGE," AS THE SUN DOES, BUT ALSO AS DO MANY OTHER HEROES OF SAGA AND MÄRCHEN WHO ARE NOT SOLAR. THE THREE COLORS OF CÚCHULAINN'S HAIR, DARK NEAR THE SKIN, RED IN THE MIDDLE, GOLDEN NEAR THE TOP, ARE CLAIMED TO BE A DESCRIPTION OF THE SUN'S RAYS, OR OF THE THREE PARTS INTO WHICH THE CELTS DIVIDED THE DAY. ELSEWHERE HIS TRESSES ARE YELLOW, LIKE PRINCE CHARLIE'S IN FACT AND IN SONG, YET BE WAS NOT A SOLAR HERO. AGAIN, THE SEVEN PUPILS OF HIS EYES PERHAPS REFERRED TO THE DAYS OF THE WEEK." BLINDNESS BEFELL ALL WOMEN WHO LOVED HIM, A REFERENCE TO THE DIFFICULTY OF GAZING AT THE SUN. THIS IS PROSAIC! THE BLINDNESS WAS A COMPLIMENT PAID TO CÚCHULAINN THE BLIND, BY WOMEN WHO MADE THEMSELVES BLIND WHILE TALKING TO HIM, JUST AS CONALL CERNACH'S MISTRESSES SQUINTED AS HE DID. CÚCHULAINN'S BLINDNESS AROSE FROM HIS HABIT OF SINKING ONE EYE INTO HIS HEAD AND PROTRUDING THE OTHER--A WELL-KNOWN SOLAR TRAIT! HIS "DISTORTION," DURING WHICH, BESIDES THIS "BLINDNESS," BLOOD SHOT UPWARDS FROM HIS HEAD AND FORMED A MAGIC MIST, AND HIS ANGER CAUSED SHOWERS OF SPARKS TO MOUNT ABOVE HIM, POINTS TO DAWN OR SUNSET, THOUGH THE SETTING SUN WOULD RATHER SUGGEST A HERO SINKING CALMLY TO REST THAN A MAD GIANT SETTING OUT TO SLAUGHTER FRIEND AND FOE. THE "DISTORTION," AS ALREADY POINTED OUT, IS THE EXAGGERATED DESCRIPTION OF THE MAD WARRIOR RAGE, JUST AS THE FEAR WHICH PRODUCED DEATH TO THOSE WHO SAW HIM BRANDISH HIS WEAPONS, WAS ALSO PRODUCED BY MAORI WARRIOR METHODS. LUG, WHO MAY BE A SUN-GOD, HAS NO SUCH "DISTORTION." THE COOLING OF THE HERO IN THREE VATS, THE WATERS OF WHICH BOIL OVER, AND HIS EMERGENCE FROM THEM PINKY RED IN COLOR, SYMBOLIZE THE SUN SINKING INTO THE WATERS AND REAPPEARING AT DAWN. MIGHT IT NOT DESCRIBE IN AN EXAGGERATED WAY THE REFRESHING BATH TAKEN BY FRENZIED WARRIORS THE WATER BEING SUPPOSED TO GROW WARM FROM THE HEAT OF THEIR BODIES? ONE OF THE HERO'S GEASA WAS NOT TO SEE MANANNAN'S HORSES, THE WAVES; WHICH, BEING INTERPRETED, MEANS THAT THE SUN IS NEAR ITS DEATH AS IT APPROACHES THE SEA. YET LUG, A SUN-GOD, RIDES THE STEED ENBARR, A PERSONIFICATION OF THE WAVES, WHILE CÚCHULAINN HIMSELF OFTEN CROSSED THE SEA, AND ALSO LIVED WITH THE SEA-GOD’S WIFE, FAND, WITHOUT COMING TO GRIEF. AGAIN, THE MAGIC HORSES WHICH HE DRIVES, BLACK AND GREY IN COLOR, ARE "SYMBOLS OF DAY AND NIGHT," THOUGH IT IS NOT OBVIOUS WHY A GREY HORSE SHOULD SYMBOLIZE DAY, WHICH IS NOT ALWAYS GREY EVEN IN THE ISLES OF THE WEST. UNLIKE A SOLAR HERO, TOO, CÚCHULAINN IS MOST ACTIVE IN WINTER, AND RESTS FOR A BRIEF SPACE FROM SLAUGHTERING AT MIDDAY--THE TIME OF THE SUN'S GREATEST ACTIVITY BOTH IN SUMMER AND WINTER. ANOTHER THEORY IS THAT EVERY VISIT OF THE HERO TO A STRANGE LAND SIGNIFIES A DESCENT TO HADES, SUGGESTED BY THE SUN SINKING IN THE WEST. SCATHACH'S ISLAND MAY BE HADES, BUT IT IS MORE PROBABLY ELYSIUM WITH SOME TRAITS BORROWED FROM THE CHRISTIAN IDEA OF HELL. BUT EMER'S LAND, ALSO VISITED BY CÚCHULAINN, SUGGESTS NEITHER HADES NOR ELYSIUM. EMER CALLS HERSELF INGEN RIG RICHIS GARTA, TRANSLATED BY PROFESSOR RHŶS AS "DAUGHTER OF THE COAL-FACED KING," SHE IS DAUGHTER OF DARKNESS. HENCE, SHE IS A DAWN-MAIDEN AND BECOMES THE SUN-HERO'S WIFE. THERE IS NOTHING IN THE STORY TO CORROBORATE THIS THEORY, APART FROM THE FACT THAT IT IS NOT CLEAR, EVEN TO THE HYPOTHETICAL PRIMITIVE MIND, WHY DAWN AND SUN SHOULD BE A DIVINE PAIR. EMER'S WORDS PROBABLY MEAN THAT SHE IS "DAUGHTER OF A KING" AND "A FLAME OF HOSPITALITY" (RICHIS GARTA). CÚCHULAINN, IN VISITING HER, WENT FROM WEST TO EAST, CONTRARY TO THE APPARENT COURSE OF THE SUN. THE EXTRAVAGANCE OF THE SOLAR THEORY IS FURTHER SEEN IN THE HYPOTHESIS THAT BECAUSE CÚCHULAINN HAS OTHER WIVES, THE SUN-GOD MADE LOVE TO AS MANY DAWN-MAIDENS AS THERE ARE DAYS IN THE YEAR, LIKE THE KING IN LOUYS' ROMANCE WITH HIS 366 WIVES, ONE FOR EACH DAY OF THE YEAR, LEAP-YEAR INCLUDED. FURTHER EXAMPLES OF THE SOLAR THEORY NEED NOT BE CITED. IT IS ENOUGH TO SEE IN CÚCHULAINN THE IDEAL WARRIOR, WHOSE TRAITS ARE BOMBASTIC AND OBSCURE EXAGGERATIONS OF ACTUAL CUSTOM AND WARFARE, OR ARE BORROWED FROM FOLK-TALE MOTIFS NOT EXCLUSIVELY CELTIC. POSSIBLY HE MAY HAVE BEEN A WAR-GOD, SINCE HE IS ASSOCIATED WITH BADB AND ALSO WITH MORRIGAN. BUT HE HAS ALSO SOME TRAITS OF A CULTURE HERO. HE CLAIMS SUPERIORITY IN WISDOM, IN LAW, IN POLITICS, IN THE ART OF THE FILID, AND IN DRUIDISM, WHILE HE BRINGS VARIOUS THINGS FROM THE WORLD OF THE GODS. IN ANY CASE THE CELTS PAID DIVINE HONORS TO HEROES, LIVING OR DEAD, AND CÚCHULAINN, GOD OR IDEAL HERO, MAY HAVE BEEN THE SUBJECT OF A CULT. THIS LENDS POINT TO THE THEORY OF M. D'ARBOIS THAT CÚCHULAINN AND CONALL CERNACH ARE THE EQUIVALENTS OF CASTOR AND POLLUX, THE DIOSCURI, SAID BY DIODORUS TO BE WORSHIPPED AMONG THE CELTS NEAR THE OCEAN. CÚCHULAINN, LIKE POLLUX, WAS SON OF A GOD, AND WAS NURSED, ACCORDING TO SOME ACCOUNTS, BY FINDCHOÉM, MOTHER OF CONALL, JUST AS LEDA WAS MOTHER OF CASTOR AS WELL AS OF POLLUX. BUT, ON THE OTHER HAND, CÚCHULAINN, UNLIKE POLLUX, WAS MORTAL. M. D'ARBOIS THEN IDENTIFIES THE TWO PAIRS OF HEROES WITH CERTAIN FIGURES ON AN ALTAR AT CLUNY. THESE ARE CASTOR AND POLLUX; CERNUNNOS AND SMERTULLOS. HE EQUATES CASTOR WITH CERNUNNOS, AND POLLUX WITH SMERTULLOS. SMERTULLOS IS CÚCHULAINN, AND THE NAME IS EXPLAINED FROM AN INCIDENT IN THE TÁIN, IN WHICH THE HERO, REPROACHED FOR HIS YOUTH, PUTS ON A FALSE BEARD BEFORE ATTACKING MORRIGAN IN HER FORM AS AN EEL. THIS IS EXPRESSED BY SMÉRTHAIN, "TO ATTACH," AND IS THUS CONNECTED WITH AND GAVE RISE TO THE NAME SMERTULLOS. ON THE ALTAR SMERTULLOS IS ATTACKING AN EEL OR SERPENT. HENCE POLLUX IS [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] SMERTULLOS-CÚCHULAINN. AGAIN, THE NAME CERNUNNOS SIGNIFIES "THE HORNED ONE," FROM CERNU, "HORN," A WORD FOUND IN CONALL'S EPITHET CERNACH. BUT THIS WAS NOT GIVEN HIM BECAUSE HE WAS HORNED, BUT BECAUSE OF THE ANGULAR SHAPE OF HIS HEAD, THE ANGLE (CERN) BEING THE RESULT OF A BLOW. THE EPITHET MAY MEAN "VICTORIOUS." ON THE WHOLE, THE THEORY IS MORE INGENIOUS THAN CONVINCING, AND WE HAVE NO PROOF THAT THE FIGURES OF CASTOR AND POLLUX ON THE ALTAR WERE DUPLICATES OF THE CELTIC PAIR. CERNUNNOS WAS AN UNDERWORLD GOD, AND CONALL HAS NO TRACE OF SUCH A CHARACTER. M. D'ARBOIS ALSO TRACES THE SAGA IN GAUL IN THE FACT THAT ON THE MENHIR OF KERVADEL MERCURY IS FIGURED WITH A CHILD, MERCURY, IN HIS OPINION, BEING LUG, AND THE CHILD CÚCHULAINN. ON ANOTHER ALTAR ARE DEPICTED (1) A WOODMAN, ESUS, CUTTING DOWN A TREE, AND (2) A BULL ON WHICH ARE PERCHED THREE BIRDS--TARVOS TRIGARANOS. THE TWO SUBJECTS, AS M. REINACH POINTS OUT, ARE COMBINED ON ANOTHER ALTAR AT TRÈVES, ON WHICH A WOODMAN IS CUTTING DOWN A TREE IN WHICH ARE PERCHED THREE BIRDS, WHILE A BULL'S BEAD APPEARS IN THE BRANCHES. THESE REPRESENT, ACCORDING TO M. D'ARBOIS, INCIDENTS OF THE TÁIN--THE CUTTING DOWN OF TREES BY CÚCHULAINN AND PLACING THEM IN THE WAY OF HIS ENEMIES, AND THE WARNING OF THE BULL BY MORRIGAN IN THE BIRD FORM WHICH SHE SHARED WITH HER SISTERS BADB AND MACHA. WHY, THEN, IS CÚCHULAINN CALLED ESUS? "ESUS" COMES FROM A ROOT WHICH GIVES WORDS MEANING "RAPID MOTION," "ANGER," "STRENGTH"--ALL SHOWN BY THE HERO. THE ALTARS WERE FOUND IN THE LAND OF THE BELGIC TREVERI, AND SOME BELGIC TRIBES MAY HAVE PASSED INTO BRITAIN AND IRELAND CARRYING THE ESUS-CÚCHULAINN LEGEND THERE IN THE SECOND CENTURY [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] B.C., E.G. THE SETANTII, DWELLING BY THE MERSEY, AND BEARING A NAME SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE HERO IN HIS CHILDHOOD--SETANTA (SETANTIOS), AS WELL AS THE MENAPII AND BRIGANTES, LOCATED IN IRELAND BY PTOLEMY. IN OTHER WORDS, THE DIVINE ESUS, WITH HIS SURNAME SMERTULLOS, WAS CALLED IN IRELAND SETANTA, AFTER THE SETANTII, AND AT A LATER DATE, CÚCHULAINN. THE PRINCELY NAME DONNOTAURUS RESEMBLES DOND TARB, THE "BROWN BULL" OF THE SAGA, AND ALSO SUGGESTS ITS PRESENCE IN GAUL, WHILE THE NAME ΔΗΙΌΤΑΡΟΣ, PERHAPS THE EQUIVALENT OF DEÛIO-TARUOS, "DIVINE BULL," IS FOUND IN GALATIA. THUS THE MAIN ELEMENTS OF THE SAGA MAY HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO THE CONTINENTAL CELTS BEFORE IT WAS LOCALIZED IN IRELAND, AND, IT MAY BE ADDED, IF IT WAS BROUGHT THERE BY GALLO-BRITISH TRIBES, THIS MIGHT ACCOUNT FOR THE GREATER POPULARITY OF THE NATIVE, POSSIBLY PRE-CELTIC, FIONN SAGA AMONG THE FOLK, AS WELL AS FOR THE FINER LITERARY QUALITY OF THE CÚCHULAINN SAGA. BUT THE IDENTIFICATION OF ESUS WITH CÚCHULAINN RESTS ON SLIGHT GROUNDS; THE NAMES ESUS AND SMERTULLOS ARE NOT FOUND IN IRELAND, AND THE GAULISH ESUS, WORSHIPPED WITH HUMAN SACRIFICE, HAS LITTLE AFFINITY WITH THE HERO, UNLESS HIS DEEDS OF SLAUGHTER ARE REMINISCENT OF' SUCH RITES. IT IS POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, THAT THE EPISODE OF THE TÁIN CAME FROM A MYTH EXPLAINING RITUAL ACTS. THIS MYTH MAY HAVE BEEN THE SUBJECT OF THE BAS-RELIEFS, CARRIED TO IRELAND, AND THERE WORKED INTO THE SAGA. THE FOLK-VERSIONS OF THE SAGA, THOUGH RESEMBLING THE LITERARY VERSIONS, ARE LESS ELABORATE AND GENERALLY WILDER, AND PERHAPS REPRESENT ITS PRIMITIVE FORM. THE GREATEST DIFFERENCES ARE FOUND IN VERSIONS OF THE TÁIN AND OF CÚCHULAINN'S DEATH, WHICH, SEPARATE IN THE SAGA, ARE PARTS OF ONE FOLK-TALE, THE DEATH OCCURRING DURING THE FIGHTING OVER THE BULL. THE BULL IS HIS PROPERTY, AND MEDB SENDS GARBH MAC STAIRN TO TAKE IT FROM HIM. HE PRETENDS TO BE A CHILD, GOES TO BED, AND TRICKS GARBH, WHO GOES OFF TO GET THE BULL. CÚCHULAINN ARRIVES BEFORE HIM AND PERSONATES THE HERDSMAN. EACH SEIZES A HORN, AND THE BULL IS TORN IN TWO. DOES THIS REPRESENT THE PRIMITIVE FORM OF THE TÁIN, AND, FURTHER, WERE THE BULL AND CÚCHULAINN ONCE ONE AND THE SAME--A BULL, THE INCARNATION OF A GOD OR VEGETATION SPIRIT, BEING LATER MADE ANTHROPOMORPHIC--A HERO-GOD WHOSE PROPERTY OR SYMBOL WAS A BULL? INSTANCES OF THIS PROCESS ARE NOT UNKNOWN AMONG THE CELTS. IN INDIA, INDRA WAS A BULL AND A DIVINE YOUTH, IN GREECE THERE WAS THE BULL-DIONYSOS, AND AMONG THE CELTS THE NAME OF THE DIVINE BULL WAS BORNE BY KINGS. IN THE SAGA MORRIGAN IS FRIENDLY TO THE BULL, BUT FIGHTS FOR MEDB; BUT SHE IS NOW FRIENDLY, NOW HOSTILE TO CÚCHULAINN, FINALLY, HOWEVER, TRYING TO AVERT HIS DOOM. IF HE HAD ONCE BEEN THE BULL, HER FRIENDLINESS WOULD NOT BE QUITE FORGOTTEN, ONCE HE BECAME HUMAN AND SEPARATE FROM THE BULL. WHEN SHE FIRST MET CÚCHULAINN SHE HAD A COW ON WHOM THE BROWN BULL WAS TO BEGET A CALF, AND SHE TOLD THE HERO THAT "SO LONG AS THE CALF WHICH IS IN THIS COW'S BODY IS A YEARLING, IT IS UP TO THAT TIME THAT THOU ART IN LIFE; AND IT IS THIS THAT WILL LEAD TO THE TÁIN." THIS SUGGESTS THAT THE HERO WAS TO DIE IN THE BATTLE, BUT IT SHOWS THAT THE BROWN BULL'S CALF IS BOUND UP WITH HIS LIFE. THE BULL WAS A REINCARNATION OF A DIVINE SWINEHERD, AND IF, AS IN THE CASE OF CÚCHULAINN, "HIS REBIRTH COULD ONLY BE OF HIMSELF," THE CALF WAS SIMPLY A DUPLICATE OF THE BULL, AND, AS IT WAS BOUND UP WITH THE HERO'S LIFE, BULL AND HERO MAY WELL HAVE BEEN ONE. THE LIFE OR SOUL WAS IN THE CALF, AND, AS IN ALL SUCH CASES, THE OWNER OF THE SOUL AND THAT IN WHICH IT IS HIDDEN ARE PRACTICALLY IDENTICAL. CÚCHULAINN'S "DISTORTION" MIGHT THEN BE EXPLAINED AS REPRESENTING THE BULL'S FURY IN FIGHT, AND THE FOLK-TALES WOULD BE POPULAR FORMS OF AN OLD MYTH EXPLAINING RITUAL IN WHICH A BULL, THE INCARNATION OF A TREE OR VEGETATION SPIRIT, WAS SLAIN, AND THE SACRED TREE CUT DOWN AND CONSUMED, AS IN CELTIC AGRICULTURAL RITUAL. THIS WOULD BE THE MYTH REPRESENTED ON THE BAS-RELIEFS, AND IN THE RITUAL THE BULL WOULD BE SLAIN, RENT, AND EATEN BY HIS WORSHIPPERS. WHY, THEN, SHOULD CÚCHULAINN REND THE BULL? IN THE LATER STAGES OF SUCH RITES THE ANIMAL WAS SLAIN, NOT SO MUCH AS A DIVINE INCARNATION AS A SACRIFICE TO THE GOD ONCE INCARNATED IN HIM. AND WHEN A GOD WAS THUS SEPARATED FROM HIS ANIMAL FORM, MYTHS OFTEN AROSE TELLING HOW BE HIMSELF HAD SLAIN THE ANIMAL. IN THE CASE OF CÚCHULAINN AND THE BULL, THE GOD REPRESENTED BY THE BULL BECAME SEPARATE FROM IT, BECAME ANTHROPOMORPHIC, AND IN THAT FORM WAS ASSOCIATED WITH OR ACTUALLY WAS THE HERO CÚCHULAINN. BULL SACRIFICES WERE COMMON AMONG THE CELTS WITH WHOM THE BULL HAD BEEN A DIVINE ANIMAL. POSSIBLY A FURTHER ECHO OF THIS MYTH AND RITUAL IS TO BE FOUND IN THE FOLK-BELIEF THAT S. MARTIN WAS CUT UP AND EATEN IN THE FORM OF AN OX--THE GOD INCARNATE IN THE ANIMAL BEING ASSOCIATED WITH A SAINT. THUS, THE LITERARY VERSIONS OF THE TÁIN, DEPARTING FROM THE HYPOTHETICAL PRIMITIVE VERSIONS, KEPT THE BULL AS THE CENTRAL FIGURE, BUT INTRODUCED A RIVAL BULL, AND DESCRIBED ITS DEATH DIFFERENTLY, WHILE BOTH BULLS ARE SAID TO BE REINCARNATIONS OF DIVINE SWINE-HERDS. THE IDEA OF A FIGHT FOR A BULL IS BORROWED FROM ACTUAL CUSTOM, AND THUS THE OLD FORM OF THE STORY WAS FURTHER DISTORTED. THE CÚCHULAINN SAGA IS MORE COHERENT THAN THE FIONN SAGA, BECAUSE IT POSSESSES ONE CENTRAL INCIDENT. THE "CANON" OF THE SAGA WAS CLOSED AT AN EARLY DATE, WHILE THAT OF FIONN HAS PRACTICALLY NEVER BEEN CLOSED, MAINLY BECAUSE IT HAS BEEN MORE A SAGA OF THE FOLK THAN THAT OF CÚCHULAINN. IN SOME RESPECTS, THE TWO MAY HAVE BEEN RIVALS, FOR IF THE CÚCHULAINN SAGA WAS INTRODUCED BY CONQUERORS FROM BRITAIN OR GAUL, IT WOULD NOT BE LOOKED ON WITH FAVOR BY THE FOLK. OR IF IT IS THE SAGA OF ULSTER AS OPPOSED TO THAT OF LEINSTER, RIVALRY WOULD AGAIN ENSUE. THE FIONN SAGA LIVES MORE IN THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE, THOUGH IT SOMETIMES BORROWS FROM THE OTHER. THIS BORROWING, HOWEVER, IS LESS THAN SOME CRITICS, ZIMMER, MAINTAIN. MANY OF THE LIKENESSES ARE THE RESULT OF THE FACT THAT WHEREVER A HERO EXISTS A COMMON STOCK OF INCIDENTS BECOMES HIS. HENCE THERE IS MUCH SIMILARITY IN ALL SAGAS WHEREVER FOUND. 
CHAPTER VIII.
THE FIONN SAGA.
THE MOST PROMINENT CHARACTERS IN THE FIONN SAGA, AFTER THE DEATH OF FIONN'S FATHER CUMAL, ARE FIONN, HIS SON OISIN, HIS GRANDSON OSCAR, HIS NEPHEW DIARMAID WITH HIS BALL-SEIRC, OR "BEAUTY-SPOT," WHICH NO WOMAN COULD RESIST; FERGUS FAMED FOR WISDOM AND ELOQUENCE; CAOILTE MAC RONAN, THE SWIFT; CONAN, THE COMIC CHARACTER OF THE SAGA; GOLL MAC MORNA, THE SLAYER OF CUMAL, BUT LATER THE DEVOTED FRIEND OF FIONN, BESIDES A HOST OF LESS IMPORTANT PERSONAGES. THEIR DOINGS, LIKE THOSE OF THE HEROES OF SAGA AND EPOS EVERYWHERE, ARE MAINLY HUNTING, FIGHTING, AND LOVE-MAKING. THEY EMBODY MUCH OF THE CELTIC CHARACTER--VIVACITY, VALOR, KINDNESS, TENDERNESS, AS WELL AS BOASTFULNESS AND FIERY TEMPER. THOUGH DATING FROM PAGAN TIMES, THE SAGA THROWS LITTLE LIGHT UPON PAGAN BELIEFS, BUT REVEALS MUCH CONCERNING THE MANNERS OF THE PERIOD. HERE, AS ALWAYS IN EARLY CELTDOM, WOMAN IS MORE THAN A MERE CHATTEL, AND OCCUPIES A COMPARATIVELY HIGH PLACE. THE VARIOUS PARTS OF THE SAGA, LIKE THOSE OF THE FINNISH KALEVALA, ALWAYS EXISTED SEPARATELY, NEVER AS ONE COMPLETE EPOS, THOUGH ALWAYS BEARING A CERTAIN RELATION TO EACH OTHER. LONNROT, IN FINLAND, WAS ABLE, BY ADDING A FEW CONNECTING LINKS OF HIS OWN, TO GIVE UNITY TO THE KALEVALA, AND HAD MACPHERSON BEEN CONTENT TO DO THIS FOR THE FIONN SAGA, INSTEAD OF INVENTING, TRANSFORMING, AND SERVING UP THE WHOLE IN THE MANNER OF THE SENTIMENTAL EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, WHAT A BOON WOULD HE HAVE CONFERRED ON CELTIC LITERATURE. THE VARIOUS PARTS OF THE SAGA BELONG TO DIFFERENT CENTURIES AND COME FROM DIFFERENT AUTHORS, ALL, HOWEVER, IMBUED WITH THE SPIRIT OF THE FIONN TRADITION. A DATE CANNOT BE GIVEN TO THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SAGA, AND ADDITIONS HAVE BEEN MADE TO IT EVEN DOWN TO THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, MICHAEL COMYN'S POEM OF OISIN IN TÍR NA N-OG BEING AS GENUINE A PART OF IT AS ANY OF THE EARLIER PIECES. ITS CONTENTS ARE IN PART WRITTEN, BUT MUCH MORE ORAL. MUCH OF IT IS IN PROSE, AND THERE IS A LARGE POETIC LITERATURE OF THE BALLAD KIND, AS WELL AS MÄRCHEN OF THE UNIVERSAL STOCK MADE PURELY CELTIC, WITH FIONN AND THE REST OF THE HEROIC BAND AS PROTAGONISTS. THE SAGA EMBODIES CELTIC IDEALS AND HOPES; IT WAS THE LITERATURE OF THE CELTIC FOLK ON WHICH WAS SPENT ALL THE RICHES OF THE CELTIC IMAGINATION; A WORLD OF DREAM AND FANCY INTO WHICH THEY COULD ENTER AT ALL TIMES AND DISPORT THEMSELVES. YET, IN SPITE OF ITS IMMENSE VARIETY, THE SAGA PRESERVES A CERTAIN UNITY, AND IT IS PROVIDED WITH A DEFINITE FRAMEWORK, RECOUNTING THE ORIGIN OF THE HEROES, THE GREAT EVENTS IN WHICH THEY WERE CONCERNED, THEIR DEATHS OR FINAL APPEARANCES, AND THE BREAKING UP OF THE FIONN BAND. THE HISTORIC VIEW OF THE FIANS IS TAKEN BY THE ANNALISTS, BY KEATING, O'CURRY, DR. JOYCE, AND DR. DOUGLAS HYDE. ACCORDING TO THIS VIEW, THEY WERE A SPECIES OF MILITIA MAINTAINED BY THE IRISH KINGS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE THRONE AND THE DEFENSE OF THE COUNTRY. FROM SAMHAIN TO BELTANE THEY WERE QUARTERED ON THE PEOPLE, AND FROM BELTANE TO SAMHAIN THEY LIVED BY HUNTING. HOW FAR THE PEOPLE WELCOMED THIS BILLETING, WE ARE NOT TOLD. THEIR METHOD OF COOKING THE GAME WHICH THEY HUNTED WAS ONE WELL KNOWN TO ALL PRIMITIVE PEOPLES. HOLES WERE DUG IN THE GROUND; IN THEM RED-HOT STONES WERE PLACED, AND ON THE STONES WAS LAID VENISON WRAPPED IN SEDGE. ALL WAS THEN COVERED OVER, AND IN DUE TIME THE MEAT WAS DONE TO A TURN. MEANWHILE THE HEROES ENGAGED IN AN ELABORATE TOILETTE BEFORE SITTING DOWN TO EAT. THEIR BEDS WERE COMPOSED OF ALTERNATE LAYERS OF BRUSHWOOD, MOSS, AND RUSHES. THE FIANS WERE DIVIDED INTO CATHA OF THREE THOUSAND MEN, EACH WITH ITS COMMANDER, AND OFFICERS TO EACH HUNDRED, EACH FIFTY, AND EACH NINE, A SYSTEM NOT UNLIKE THAT OF THE ANCIENT PERUVIANS. EACH CANDIDATE FOR ADMISSION TO THE BAND HAD TO UNDERGO THE MOST TRYING ORDEALS, RIVALLING IN SEVERITY THOSE OF THE AMERICAN INDIANS, AND NOT IMPROBABLY GENUINE THOUGH EXAGGERATED REMINISCENCES OF ACTUAL TESTS OF ENDURANCE AND AGILITY. ONCE ADMITTED HE HAD TO OBSERVE CERTAIN GEASA OR 'TABUS,' NOT TO CHOOSE HIS WIFE FOR HER DOWRY LIKE OTHER CELTS, BUT SOLELY FOR HER GOOD MANNERS, NOT TO OFFER VIOLENCE TO A WOMAN, NOT TO FLEE WHEN ATTACKED BEFORE LESS THAN NINE WARRIORS, AND THE LIKE. ALL THIS MAY REPRESENT SOME GENUINE TRADITION WITH RESPECT TO A WARRIOR BAND, WITH MANY EXAGGERATIONS IN DETAILS AND NUMBERS. SOME OF ITS OUTSTANDING HEROES MAY HAVE HAD NAMES DERIVED FROM OR CORRESPONDING TO THOSE OF THE HEROES OF AN EXISTING SAGA. BUT AS TIME WENT ON, THEY BECAME AS UNHISTORICAL AS THEIR IDEAL PROTOTYPES; ROUND THEIR NAMES CRYSTALLIZED FLOATING MYTHS AND TALES; THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN TOLD OF THE SAGA HEROES WERE TOLD OF THEM; THEIR NAMES WERE GIVEN TO THE PERSONAGES OF EXISTING FOLK-TALES. THIS MIGHT EXPLAIN THE GREAT DIVERGENCE BETWEEN THE "HISTORICAL" AND THE ROMANTIC ASPECTS OF THE SAGA AS IT NOW EXISTS. YET WE CANNOT FAIL TO SEE THAT WHAT IS CLAIMED AS HISTORICAL IS FULL OF EXAGGERATION, AND, IN SPITE OF THE PLEADING OF DR. HYDE AND OTHER PATRIOTS, LITTLE HISTORIC FACT CAN BE FOUND IN IT. EVEN IF THIS EXISTS, IT IS THE LEAST IMPORTANT PART OF THE SAGA. WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS THAT PART--NINE-TENTHS OF THE WHOLE--WHICH "IS NOT TRUE BECAUSE IT CANNOT BE TRUE." IT BELONGS TO THE REGION OF THE SUPERNATURAL AND THE UNREAL. BUT PERSONAGES, NINE-TENTHS OF WHOSE ACTIONS BELONG TO THIS REGION, MUST BEAR THE SAME CHARACTER THEMSELVES, AND FOR THAT REASON ARE ALL THE MORE INTERESTING, ESPECIALLY WHEN WE REMEMBER THAT THE CELTS FIRMLY BELIEVED IN THEM AND IN THEIR EXPLOITS. A FIONN MYTH AROSE AS ALL MYTHS DO, INCREASING AS TIME WENT ON, AND THE HISTORICAL NUCLEUS, IF IT EVER EXISTED, WAS SWAMPED AND LOST. THROUGHOUT THE SAGA THE FIANS ARE MORE THAN MERE MORTALS, EVEN IN THOSE VERY PARTS WHICH ARE CLAIMED AS HISTORICAL. THEY ARE GIANTS; THEIR STORY "BRISTLES WITH THE SUPERNATURAL"; THEY ARE THE IDEAL FIGURES OF CELTIC LEGEND THROWING THEIR GIGANTIC SHADOWS UPON THE DIM AND MISTY BACKGROUND OF THE PAST. WE MUST THEREFORE BE CONTENT TO ASSUME THAT WHETHER PERSONAGES CALLED FIONN, OISIN, DIARMAID, OR CONAN, EVER EXISTED, WHAT WE KNOW OF THEM NOW IS PURELY MYTHICAL. BEARING IN MIND THAT THEY ARE THE CHERISHED HEROES OF POPULAR FANCY IN IRELAND AND THE SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS, WE HAVE NOW TO INQUIRE WHETHER THEY WERE CELTIC IN ORIGIN. WE HAVE SEEN THAT THE CELTS WERE A CONQUERING PEOPLE IN IRELAND, BRINGING WITH THEM THEIR OWN RELIGION AND MYTHOLOGY, THEIR OWN SAGAS AND TALES REFLECTED NOW IN THE MYTHOLOGICAL AND CÚCHULAINN CYCLES, WHICH FOUND A LOCAL HABITATION IN IRELAND. CÚCHULAINN WAS THE HERO OF A SAGA WHICH FLOURISHED MORE AMONG THE ARISTOCRATIC AND LETTERED CLASSES THAN AMONG THE FOLK, AND THERE ARE FEW POPULAR TALES ABOUT HIM. BUT IT IS AMONG THE FOLK THAT THE FIONN SAGA HAS ALWAYS BEEN POPULAR, AND FOR EVERY PEASANT WHO COULD TELL A STORY OF CÚCHULAINN A THOUSAND COULD TELL ONE OF FIONN. CONQUERORS OFTEN ADOPT BELIEFS, TRADITIONS, AND CUSTOMS OF THE ABORIGINAL FOLK, AFTER HOSTILITIES HAVE CEASED, AND IF THE PRE-CELTIC PEOPLE HAD A POPULAR HERO AND A SAGA CONCERNING HIM, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT IN TIME IT WAS ACCEPTED BY THE CELTS OR BY THE LOWER CLASSES AMONG THEM. BUT IN THE PROCESS, IT MUST HAVE BEEN COMPLETELY CELTICIZED, LIKE THE ABORIGINES THEMSELVES; TO ITS HEROES WERE GIVEN CELTIC NAMES, OR THEY MAY HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH EXISTING CELTIC PERSONAGES LIKE CUMAL, AND THE WHOLE SAGA WAS IN TIME ADAPTED TO THE CONCEPTIONS AND LEGENDARY HISTORY OF THE CELTS. THUS, WE MIGHT ACCOUNT FOR THE FACT THAT IT HAS SO LARGELY REMAINED WITHOUT ADMIXTURE WITH THE MYTHOLOGICAL AND CÚCHULAINN CYCLES, THOUGH ITS HEROES ARE BROUGHT INTO RELATION WITH THE OLDER GODS. THUS, ALSO WE MIGHT ACCOUNT FOR ITS POPULARITY AS COMPARED WITH THE CÚCHULAINN SAGA AMONG THE PEASANTRY IN WHOSE VEINS MUST FLOW SO MUCH OF THE ABORIGINAL BLOOD BOTH IN IRELAND AND THE HIGHLANDS. IN OTHER WORDS, IT WAS THE SAGA OF A NON-CELTIC PEOPLE OCCUPYING BOTH IRELAND AND SCOTLAND. IF CELTS FROM WESTERN EUROPE OCCUPIED THE WEST OF SCOTLAND AT AN EARLY DATE, THEY MAY HAVE BEEN SO FEW IN NUMBER THAT THEIR OWN SAGA OR SAGAS DIED OUT. OR IF THE CELTIC OCCUPATION OF THE WEST HIGHLANDS ORIGINATED FIRST FROM IRELAND, THE IRISH MAY HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO IMPOSE THEIR CÚCHULAINN SAGA THERE, OR IF THEY THEMSELVES HAD ALREADY ADOPTED THE FIONN SAGA AND FOUND IT AGAIN IN THE HIGHLANDS, THEY WOULD BUT BE THE MORE ATTACHED TO WHAT WAS ALREADY LOCALIZED THERE. THIS WOULD CUT THE GROUND FROM THE THEORY THAT THE FIONN SAGA WAS BROUGHT TO SCOTLAND FROM IRELAND, AND IT WOULD ACCOUNT FOR ITS POPULARITY IN THE HIGHLANDS, AS WELL AS FOR THE FACT THAT MANY FIONN STORIES ARE ATTACHED TO HIGHLAND AS WELL AS TO IRISH LOCALITIES, WHILE MANY PLACE-NAMES IN BOTH COUNTRIES HAVE A FIAN ORIGIN. FINALLY, THE THEORY WOULD EXPLAIN THE EXISTENCE OF SO MANY MÄRCHEN ABOUT FIONN AND HIS MEN, SO FEW ABOUT CÚCHULAINN. RETURNING TO THE THEORY OF THE HISTORIC ASPECT OF THE FIANS, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT, WHILE, WHEN SEEN THROUGH THE EYES OF THE ANNALISTS, THE SAGA BELONGS TO A DEFINITE HISTORICAL PERIOD, WHEN VIEWED BY ITSELF IT BELONGS TO A MYTHIC AGE, AND THOUGH THE FIANS ARE REGARDED AS CHAMPIONS OF IRELAND, THEIR FOES ARE USUALLY OF A SUPERNATURAL KIND, AND THEY THEMSELVES MOVE IN A MAGIC ATMOSPHERE. THEY ARE ALSO BROUGHT INTO CONNECTION WITH THE UNHISTORIC TUATHA DÉ DANANN; THEY FIGHT WITH THEM OR FOR THEM; THEY HAVE AMOURS WITH OR WED THEIR WOMEN; AND SOME OF THE GODS EVEN BECOME MEMBERS OF THE FIAN BAND. DIARMAID WAS THE DARLING OF THE GODS OENGUS AND MANANNAN, AND IN HIS DIREST STRAITS WAS ASSISTED BY THE FORMER. IN ALL THIS WE ARE IN THE WONDERLAND OF MYTH, NOT THE TERRA FIRMA OF HISTORY. THERE IS A CERTAIN RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN THE CÚCHULAINN AND FIONN SAGAS, BUT NO MORE THAN THAT WHICH OBTAINS BETWEEN ALL SAGAS EVERYWHERE. BOTH CONTAIN SIMILAR INCIDENTS, BUT THESE ARE THE STOCK EPISODES OF UNIVERSAL SAGA BELIEF, FITTED TO THE PERSONAGES OF INDIVIDUAL SAGAS. HENCE, WE NEED NOT SUPPOSE WITH PROFESSOR WINDISCH THAT THE MYTHIC INCIDENTS OF THE FIONN SAGA ARE DERIVED FROM THE CÚCHULAINN CYCLE. THE PERSONAGES AGAINST WHOM FIONN AND HIS MEN FIGHT SHOW THE MYTHIC NATURE OF THE SAGA. AS CHAMPIONS OF LEINSTER THEY FIGHT THE MEN OF ULSTER AND CONNAUGHT, BUT THEY ALSO WAR AGAINST OVERSEA INVADERS--THE LOCHLANNERS. WHILE LOCHLANN MAY MEAN ANY LAND BEYOND THE SEA, LIKE THE WELSH LLYCHLYN IT PROBABLY MEANT "THE FABULOUS LAND BENEATH THE LAKES OR THE WAVES OF THE SEA," OR SIMPLY THE ABODE OF HOSTILE, SUPERNATURAL BEINGS. LOCHLANNERS WOULD THUS BE COUNTERPARTS OF THE FOMORIANS, AND THE CONFLICTS OF THE FIANS WITH THEM WOULD REFLECT OLD MYTHS. BUT WITH THE NORSE INVASIONS, THE NORSEMEN BECAME THE TRUE LOCHLANNERS, AGAINST WHOM FIONN AND HIS MEN FIGHT AS CHARLEMAGNE FOUGHT MUHAMMADANS--A SHEER IMPOSSIBILITY. PROFESSOR ZIMMER, HOWEVER, SUPPOSES THAT THE FIONN SAGA TOOK SHAPE DURING THE NORSE OCCUPATION FROM THE NINTH CENTURY ONWARDS. FIONN IS HALF NORSE, HALF IRISH, AND EQUIVALENT TO CAITTIL FIND, WHO COMMANDED THE APOSTATE IRISH IN THE NINTH CENTURY, WHILE OISIN AND OSCAR ARE THE NORSE ASVIN AND ASGEIRR. BUT IT IS DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND WHY ONE WHO WAS HALF A NORSEMAN SHOULD BECOME THE CHOSEN HERO OF THE CELTS IN THE VERY AGE IN WHICH NORSEMEN WERE THEIR BITTER ENEMIES, AND WHY FIONN, IF OF NORSE ORIGIN, FIGHTS AGAINST LOCHLANNERS, NORSEMEN. IT MAY ALSO BE INQUIRED WHY THE BORROWING SHOULD HAVE AFFECTED THE SAGA ONLY, NOT THE MYTHS OF THE GODS. NO OTHER CELTIC SCHOLAR HAS GIVEN THE SLIGHTEST SUPPORT TO THIS BRILLIANT BUT AUDACIOUS THEORY. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF THE SAGA HAS NORSE AFFINITIES, AND IF IT IS, IN ORIGIN, PRE-CELTIC, THESE MAY BE SOUGHT IN AN EARLIER CONNECTION OF IRELAND WITH SCANDINAVIA IN THE EARLY BRONZE AGE. IRELAND HAD A FLOURISHING CIVILIZATION THEN, AND EXPORTED BEAUTIFUL GOLD ORNAMENTS TO SCANDINAVIA, WHERE THEY ARE STILL FOUND IN BRONZE AGE DEPOSITS. THIS FLOURISHING CIVILIZATION WAS OVERWHELMED BY THE INVASION OF THE CELTIC BARBARIANS. BUT IF THE SCANDINAVIANS BORROWED GOLD AND ARTISTIC DECORATIONS FROM IRELAND, AND IF THE FIONN SAGA OR PART OF IT WAS ALREADY IN EXISTENCE, WHY SHOULD THEY NOT HAVE BORROWED SOME OF ITS INCIDENTS, OR WHY, ON THE OTHER HAND, SHOULD NOT SOME EPISODES HAVE FOUND THEIR WAY FROM THE NORTH TO IRELAND? WE SHOULD ALSO CONSIDER, HOWEVER, THAT SIMILAR INCIDENTS MAY HAVE BEEN EVOLVED IN BOTH COUNTRIES ON SIMILAR LINES AND QUITE INDEPENDENTLY. THE VARIOUS CONTENTS OF THE SAGA CAN ONLY BE ALLUDED TO IN THE BRIEFEST MANNER. FIONN'S BIRTH-STORY BELONGS TO THE WELL-KNOWN "EXPULSION AND RETURN" FORMULA, APPLIED TO SO MANY HEROES OF SAGA AND FOLK-TALE, BUT HIGHLY ELABORATED IN HIS CASE AT THE HANDS OF THE ANNALISTS. THUS, HIS FATHER CUMAL, UNCLE OF CONN THE HUNDRED FIGHTER, 122-157 A.D., WISHED TO WED MUIRNE, DAUGHTER OF CONN'S CHIEF DRUID, TADG. TADG REFUSED, KNOWING THAT THROUGH THIS MARRIAGE HE WOULD LOSE HIS ANCESTRAL SEAT. CUMAL SEIZED MUIRNE AND MARRIED HER, AND THE KING, ON TADG'S APPEAL, SENT AN ARMY AGAINST HIM. CUMAL WAS SLAIN; MUIRNE FLED TO HIS SISTER, AND GAVE BIRTH TO DEMNI, AFTERWARDS KNOWN AS FIONN. PERHAPS IN ACCORDANCE WITH OLD MATRIARCHAL USAGE, FIONN'S DESCENT THROUGH HIS MOTHER IS EMPHASISED, WHILE HE IS RELATED TO THE ANCIENT GODS, TADG BEING SON OF NUADA. THIS AT ONCE POINTS TO THE MYTHICAL ASPECT OF THE SAGA. CUMAL MAY BE IDENTICAL WITH THE GOD CAMULOS. IN A SHORT TIME, FIONN, NOW A MARAUDER AND AN OUTLAW, APPEARED AT CONN'S COURT, AND THAT SAME NIGHT SLEW ONE OF THE TUATHA DEA, WHO CAME YEARLY AND DESTROYED THE PALACE. FOR THIS HE RECEIVED HIS RIGHTFUL HERITAGE--THE LEADERSHIP OF THE FIANS, FORMERLY COMMANDED BY CUMAL. ANOTHER INCIDENT OF FIONN'S YOUTH TELLS HOW HE OBTAINED HIS "THUMB OF KNOWLEDGE." THE EATING OF CERTAIN "SALMON OF KNOWLEDGE" WAS BELIEVED TO GIVE INSPIRATION, AN IDEA PERHAPS DERIVED FROM EARLIER TOTEMISTIC BELIEFS. THE BARD FINNÉCES, HAVING CAUGHT ONE OF THE COVETED SALMON, SET HIS PUPIL FIONN TO COOK IT, FORBIDDING HIM TO TASTE IT. BUT AS HE WAS TURNING THE FISH FIONN BURNT HIS THUMB AND THRUST IT INTO HIS MOUTH, THUS RECEIVING THE GIFT OF INSPIRATION. HEREAFTER HE HAD ONLY TO SUCK HIS THUMB IN ORDER TO OBTAIN SECRET INFORMATION. IN ANOTHER STORY THE INSPIRATION IS ALREADY IN HIS THUMB, AS SAMSON'S STRENGTH WAS IN HIS HAIR, BUT THE POWER IS ALSO PARTLY IN HIS TOOTH, UNDER WHICH, AFTER RITUAL PREPARATION, HE HAS TO PLACE HIS THUMB AND CHEW IT. FIONN HAD MANY WIVES AND SWEETHEARTS, ONE OF THEM, SAAR, BEING MOTHER OF OISIN. SAAR WAS TURNED INTO A FAWN BY A DRUID, AND FLED FROM FIONN'S HOUSE. LONG AFTER HE FOUND A BEAST-CHILD IN THE FOREST AND RECOGNIZED HIM AS HIS SON. HE NOURISHED HIM UNTIL HIS BEAST NATURE DISAPPEARED, AND CALLED HIM OISIN, "LITTLE FAWN." ROUND THIS BIRTH LEGEND MANY STORIES SPRANG UP--A SURE SIGN OF ITS POPULARITY. OISIN'S FAME AS A POET FAR EXCELLED THAT OF FIONN, AND HE BECAME THE IDEAL BARD OF THE GAELS. BY FAR THE MOST PASSIONATE AND TRAGIC STORY OF THE SAGA IS THAT OF DIARMAID AND GRAINNE, TO WHOM FIONN WAS BETROTHED. GRAINNE PUT GEASA UPON DIARMAID TO ELOPE WITH HER, AND THESE HE COULD NOT BREAK. THEY FLED, AND FOR MANY DAYS WERE PURSUED BY FIONN, WHO AT LAST OVERTOOK THEM, BUT WAS FORCED BY THE FIANS TO PARDON THE BELOVED HERO. MEANWHILE FIONN WAITED FOR HIS REVENGE. KNOWING THAT IT WAS ONE OF DIARMAID'S GEASA NEVER TO HUNT A WILD BOAR, HE INVITED HIM TO THE CHASE OF THE BOAR OF GULBAN. DIARMAID SLEW IT, AND FIONN THEN BADE HIM MEASURE ITS LENGTH WITH HIS FOOT. A BRISTLE PIERCED HIS HEEL, AND HE FELL DOWN IN AGONY, BESEECHING FIONN TO BRING HIM WATER IN HIS HAND, FOR IF HE DID THIS, HE WOULD HEAL HIM. IN SPITE OF REPEATED APPEALS, FIONN, AFTER BRINGING THE WATER, LET IT DRIP FROM HIS HANDS. DIARMAID'S BRAVE SOUL PASSED AWAY, AND ON FIONN'S CHARACTER THIS DIRE BLOT WAS FIXED FOR EVER. OTHER TALES RELATE HOW SEVERAL OF THE FIANS WERE SPIRITED AWAY TO THE LAND BEYOND THE SEAS, HOW THEY WERE RESCUED, HOW DIARMAID WENT TO LAND UNDER WAVES, AND HOW FIONN AND HIS MEN WERE ENTRAPPED IN A FAIRY PALACE. OF GREATER IMPORTANCE ARE THOSE WHICH TELL THE END OF THE FIAN BAND. THIS, ACCORDING TO THE ANNALISTS, WAS THE RESULT OF THEIR EXACTIONS AND DEMANDS. FIONN WAS TOLD BY HIS WIFE, A WISE WOMAN, NEVER TO DRINK OUT OF A HORN, BUT COMING ONE DAY THIRSTY TO A WELL, HE FORGOT THIS TABU, AND SO BROUGHT THE END NEAR. HE ENCOUNTERED THE SONS OF UIRGRENN, WHOM HE HAD SLAIN, AND IN THE FIGHT WITH THEM HE FELL. SOON AFTER WERE FOUGHT SEVERAL BATTLES, CULMINATING IN THAT OF GABHRA IN WHICH ALL BUT A FEW FIANS PERISHED. AMONG THE SURVIVORS WERE OISIN AND CAOILTE, WHO LINGERED ON UNTIL THE COMING OF S. PATRICK. CAOILTE REMAINED ON EARTH, BUT OISIN, WHOSE MOTHER WAS OF THE SÍD FOLK, WENT TO FAIRYLAND FOR A TIME, ULTIMATELY RETURNING AND JOINING S. PATRICK'S COMPANY. BUT A DIFFERENT VERSION IS GIVEN IN THE, EIGHTEENTH CENTURY POEM OF MICHAEL COMYN, UNDOUBTEDLY BASED ON POPULAR TALES. OISIN MET THE QUEEN OF TÍR NA N-OG AND WENT WITH HER TO FAIRYLAND, WHERE TIME PASSED AS A DREAM UNTIL ONE DAY, HE STOOD ON A STONE AGAINST WHICH SHE HAD WARNED HIM. HE SAW HIS NATIVE LAND AND WAS FILLED WITH HOME-SICKNESS. THE QUEEN TRIED TO DISSUADE HIM, BUT IN VAIN. THEN SHE GAVE HIM A HORSE, WARNING HIM NOT TO SET FOOT ON IRISH SOIL. HE CAME TO IRELAND; AND FOUND IT ALL CHANGED. SOME PUNY PEOPLE WERE TRYING IN VAIN TO RAISE A GREAT STONE, AND BEGGED THE HUGE STRANGER TO HELP THEM. HE SPRANG FROM HIS HORSE AND FLUNG THE STONE FROM ITS RESTING-PLACE. BUT WHEN HE TURNED, HIS HORSE WAS GONE, AND HE HAD BECOME A DECREPIT OLD MAN. SOON AFTER HE MET S. PATRICK AND RELATED THE TALE TO HIM. OF MOST OF THE TALES PRESERVED IN TWELFTH TO FIFTEENTH CENTURY [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] MSS. IT MAY BE SAID THAT IN ESSENCE THEY COME DOWN TO US FROM A REMOTE ANTIQUITY, LIKE STARS PULSING THEIR CLEAR LIGHT OUT OF THE HIDDEN DEPTHS OF SPACE. MANY OF THEM EXIST AS FOLKTALES, OFTEN WILD AND WEIRD IN FORM, WHILE SOME FOLK-TALES HAVE NO LITERARY PARALLELS. SOME ARE MÄRCHEN WITH MEMBERS OF THE FIAN BAND AS HEROES, AND OF THESE THERE ARE MANY EUROPEAN PARALLELS. BUT IT IS NOT UNLIKELY THAT, AS IN THE CASE OF THE CÚCHULAINN CYCLE, THE FOLK VERSIONS MAY BE TRUER TO THE ORIGINAL FORMS OF THE SAGA THAN THE ROUNDED AND POLISHED LITERARY VERSIONS. WHATEVER THE FIANS WERE IN ORIGIN-GODS, MYTHIC HEROES, OR ACTUAL PERSONAGES--IT IS PROBABLE THAT A SHORT HELDENSAGE WAS FORMED IN EARLY TIMES. THIS SLOWLY EXPANDED, NEW TALES WERE ADDED, AND EXISTING MÄRCHEN FORMULAE WERE FREELY MADE USE OF BY MAKING THEIR HEROES THE HEROES OF THE SAGA. THEN CAME THE TIME WHEN MANY OF THE TALES WERE WRITTEN DOWN, WHILE LATER THEY WERE ADAPTED TO A SCHEME OF IRISH HISTORY, THE HEROES BECOMING WARRIORS OF A DEFINITE HISTORIC PERIOD, OR PERHAPS CONNECTED WITH SUCH WARRIORS. BUT THESE HEROES BELONGED TO A TIMELESS WORLD, WHOSE MARGINS ARE "THE SHORE OF OLD ROMANCE," AND IT WAS AS IF THEY, WHO WERE NOT FOR AN AGE BUT FOR ALL TIME, SCORNED TO BECOME THE PUPPETS OF THE PAGE OF HISTORY. THE EARLIEST EVIDENCE OF THE ATTITUDE OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL WORLD TO THESE HEROES IS FOUND IN THE AGALLAMH NA SENORACH, OR "COLLOQUY OF THE ANCIENTS." THIS MAY HAVE BEEN COMPOSED IN THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY, AND ITS AUTHOR KNEW SCORES OF FIONN LEGENDS. MAKING USE OF THE TRADITION THAT CAOILTE AND OISIN HAD MET S. PATRICK, BE MAKES CAOILTE RELATE MANY OF THE TALES, USUALLY IN CONNECTION WITH SOME PLACE-NAME OF FIAN ORIGIN. THE SAINT AND HIS FOLLOWERS ARE AMAZED AT THE HUGE STATURE OF THE FIANS, BUT PATRICK ASPERGES THEM WITH HOLY WATER, AND HOSTS OF DEMONS FLEE FROM THEM. AT EACH TALE WHICH CAOILTE TELLS, THE SAINT SAYS, "SUCCESS AND BENEDICTION, CAOILTE. ALL THIS IS TO US A RECREATION OF SPIRIT AND OF MIND, WERE IT ONLY NOT A DESTRUCTION OF DEVOTION AND A DERELICTION OF PRAYER." BUT PRESENTLY HIS GUARDIAN ANGEL APPEARS, AND BIDS HIM NOT ONLY LISTEN TO THE TALES BUT CAUSE THEM TO BE WRITTEN DOWN. HE AND HIS ATTENDANT CLERICS NOW LEND A WILLING EAR TO THE RECITAL AND ENCOURAGE THE NARRATOR WITH THEIR APPLAUSE. FINALLY, BAPTISM IS ADMINISTERED TO CAOILTE AND HIS MEN, AND BY PATRICK'S INTERCESSIONS CAOILTE'S RELATIONS AND FIONN HIMSELF ARE BROUGHT OUT OF HELL. IN THIS WORK THE REPRESENTATIVES OF PAGANISM ARE SHOWN TO BE ON TERMS OF FRIENDLINESS WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF CHRISTIANITY. BUT IN HIGHLAND BALLADS COLLECTED IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY BY THE DEAN OF LISMORE, AS WELL AS IN IRISH BALLADS FOUND IN MSS. DATING FROM THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY ONWARDS, THE SAINT IS A SOUR AND INTOLERANT CLERIC, AND THE FIANS ARE EQUALLY INTOLERANT AND BLASPHEMOUS PAGANS. THERE IS NO ATTEMPT AT COMPROMISE; THE SAINT REJOICES THAT THE FIAN BAND ARE IN HELL, AND OISIN THROWS CONTEMPT ON THE GOD OF THE SHAVEN PRIESTS. BUT SOMETIMES THIS CONTEMPT IS MINGLED WITH HUMOUR AND PATHOS. WERE THE HEROES OF OISIN'S BAND NOW ALIVE, SCANT WORK WOULD BE MADE OF THE MONKS' BELLS, BOOKS, AND PSALM-SINGING. IT IS TRUE THAT THE SAINT GIVES THE WEARY OLD MAN HOSPITALITY, BUT OISIN'S EYES ARE BLINDED WITH TEARS AS HE THINKS OF THE DEPARTED GLORIES OF THE FIANS, AND HIS EARS ARE TORMENTED "BY JANGLING BELLS, DRONING PSALMS, AND HOWLING CLERICS." THESE BALLADS PROBABLY REPRESENT ONE MAIN ASPECT OF THE ATTITUDE OF THE CHURCH TO CELTIC PAGANISM. HOW, THEN, DID THE MORE GENEROUS COLLOQUY COME INTO BEING? WE MUST NOTE FIRST THAT SOME OF THE BALLADS HAVE A MILDER TONE. OISIN IS URGED TO ACCEPT THE FAITH, AND HE PRAYS FOR SALVATION. PROBABLY THESE REPRESENT THE BEGINNING OF A REACTION IN FAVOR OF THE OLD HEROES, DATING FROM A TIME WHEN THE FAITH WAS WELL ESTABLISHED. THERE WAS NO DANGER OF A PAGAN REVIVAL, AND, PROVIDED THE FIANS WERE CHRISTIANIZED, IT MIGHT BE LEGITIMATE TO REPRESENT THEM AS HEROIC AND NOBLE. THE COLLOQUY WOULD REPRESENT THE HIGH-WATER MARK OF THIS REACTION AMONG THE LETTERED CLASSES, FOR AMONG THE FOLK, TO JUDGE BY POPULAR TALES, THE FIANS HAD NEVER BEEN REGARDED IN OTHER THAN A FAVORABLE LIGHT. THE COLLOQUY RE-ESTABLISHED THE DIGNITY OF THE FIAN BAND IN THE EYES OF OFFICIAL CHRISTIANITY. THEY ARE BAPTIZED OR RELEASED FROM HELL, AND IN THEIR OWN NATURE THEY ARE VIRTUOUS AND FOLLOW LOFTY IDEALS. "WHO OR WHAT WAS IT THAT MAINTAINED YOU IN LIFE?" ASKS PATRICK. AND CAOILTE GIVES THE NOBLE REPLY, "TRUTH THAT WAS IN OUR HEARTS, AND STRENGTH IN OUR ARMS, AND FULFILMENT IN OUR TONGUES." PATRICK SAYS OF FIONN: "HE WAS A KING, A SEER, A POET, A LORD WITH A MANIFOLD AND GREAT TRAIN; OUR MAGICIAN, OUR KNOWLEDGEABLE ONE, OUR SOOTHSAYER; ALL WHATSOEVER HE SAID WAS SWEET WITH HIM. EXCESSIVE, PERCHANCE, AS YE DEEM MY TESTIMONY OF FIONN, ALTHOUGH YE HOLD THAT WHICH I SAY TO BE OVERSTRAINED, NEVERTHELESS, AND BY THE KING THAT IS ABOVE ME, HE WAS THREE TIMES BETTER STILL." NOT ONLY SO, BUT CAOILTE MAINTAINS THAT FIONN AND HIS MEN WERE AWARE OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE TRUE GOD. THEY POSSESSED THE ANIMA NATURALITER CHRISTIANA. THE GROWING APPRECIATION OF A WIDER OUTLOOK ON LIFE, AND POSSIBLY ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE ROMANCES OF CHIVALRY, MADE THE COMPOSITION OF THE COLLOQUY POSSIBLE, BUT, AGAIN, IT MAY REPRESENT A MORE GENEROUS CONCEPTION OF PAGANISM EXISTING FROM THE TIME OF THE FIRST ENCOUNTER OF CHRISTIANITY WITH IT IN IRELAND. THE STRIFE OF CREEDS IN IRELAND, THE OLD ORDER CHANGING, GIVING PLACE TO NEW, HAD EVIDENTLY IMPRESSED ITSELF ON THE MINDS OF CELTIC POETS AND ROMANCERS. IT SUGGESTED ITSELF TO THEM AS PROVIDING AN EXCELLENT "SITUATION HENCE WE CONSTANTLY HEAR OF THE MEETING OF GODS, DEMIGODS, OR HEROES WITH THE SAINTS OF THE NEW ERA. FREQUENTLY THEY BOW BEFORE THE CROSS, THEY ARE BAPTIZED AND RECEIVE THE CHRISTIAN VERITY, AS IN THE COLLOQUY AND IN SOME DOCUMENTS OF THE CÚCHULAINN CYCLE. PROBABLY NO OTHER EUROPEAN FOLK-LITERATURE SO TAKES ADVANTAGE OF JUST THIS SITUATION, THIS MEETING OF CREEDS, ONE OLD AND READY TO VANISH AWAY, THE OTHER WITH ALL THE BUOYANT FRESHNESS OF YOUTH. WAS MACPHERSON'S A GENUINE CELTIC EPIC UNEARTHED BY HIM AND BY NO ONE ELSE? NO MORTAL EYE, SAVE HIS, HAS EVER SEEN THE ORIGINAL, BUT NO ONE WHO KNOWS ANYTHING OF THE CONTENTS OF THE SAGA CAN DENY THAT MUCH OF HIS WORK IS BASED ON MATERIALS COLLECTED BY HIM. HE KNEW SOME OF THE TALES AND BALLADS CURRENT AMONG THE FOLK, POSSIBLY ALSO SOME OF THE IRISH MS. VERSIONS. HE SAW THAT THERE WAS A CERTAIN UNITY AMONG THEM, AND HE SAW THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE TO MAKE IT MORE EVIDENT STILL. HE FITTED THE FLOATING INCIDENTS INTO AN EPIC FRAMEWORK, ADDING, INVENTING, ALTERING, AND MOLDING THE WHOLE INTO AN ENGLISH STYLE OF HIS OWN. LATER HE SEEMS TO HAVE TRANSLATED THE WHOLE INTO GAELIC. HE GAVE HIS VERSION TO THE WORLD, AND FOUND HIMSELF FAMOUS, BUT HE GAVE IT AS THE GENUINE TRANSLATION OF A GENUINE CELTIC EPIC. HERE WAS HIS CRAFT; HERE HE WAS THE "CHARLATAN OF GENIUS." HIS GENIUS LAY IN PRODUCING AN EPIC WHICH PEOPLE WERE WILLING TO READ, AND IN MAKING THEM BELIEVE IT TO BE NOT HIS WORK BUT THAT OF THE CELTIC HEROIC AGE. ANY ONE CAN WRITE AN EPIC, BUT FEW CAN WRITE ONE WHICH, THOUSANDS WILL READ, WHICH MEN LIKE CHATEAUBRIAND, GOETHE, NAPOLEON, BYRON, AND COLERIDGE WILL ADMIRE AND LOVE, AND WHICH WILL, AS IT WERE, CRYSTALLIZE THE ASPIRATIONS OF AN AGE WEARY WITH CLASSICAL FORMALISM. MACPHERSON INTRODUCED HIS READERS TO A NEW WORLD OF HEROIC DEEDS, ROMANTIC ADVENTURE, DEATHLESS LOVE, EXQUISITE SENTIMENTS SENTIMENTALLY EXPRESSED. HE CHANGED THE ROUGH WARRIORS AND BEAUTIFUL BUT SOMEWHAT UNABASHED HEROINES OF THE SAGA INTO SENTIMENTAL PERSONAGES, WHO SUITED THE TASTE OF AN AGE POISED BETWEEN THE BEWIGGED AND POWDERED FORMALISM OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, AND THE OUTBURST OF NEW IDEALS WHICH WAS TO FOLLOW. HIS OSSIAN IS A CROSS BETWEEN POPE'S HOMER AND BYRON'S CHILDE HAROLD. HIS HEROES AND HEROINES ARE NOT ON THEIR NATIVE HEATH, AND ARE UNCERTAIN WHETHER TO MINCE AND STRUT WITH POPE OR TO FOLLOW NATURE WITH ROUSSEAU'S NOBLE SAVAGES AND SAINT PIERRE'S PAUL AND VIRGINIA. THE TIME HAS GONE WHEN IT WAS HERESY TO CAST DOUBT UPON THE GENUINENESS OF MACPHERSON'S EPIC, BUT IF ANY ONE IS STILL DOUBTFUL, LET HIM READ IT AND THEN TURN TO THE EXISTING VERSIONS, BALLADS, AND TALES. HE WILL FIND HIMSELF IN A TOTALLY DIFFERENT ATMOSPHERE, AND WILL RECOGNIZE IN THE LATTER THE TRUE EPIC NOTE--THE WARRIOR'S RAGE AND THE WARRIOR'S GENEROSITY, DIRE CRUELTY YET INFINITE TENDERNESS, WILD LUST YET ALSO TRUE LOVE, A WORLD OF MAGIC SUPERNATURALISM, BUT AN EXACT COPY OF THINGS AS THEY WERE IN THAT FAR-OFF AGE. THE BARBARISM OF THE TIME IS IN THESE OLD TALES--DEEDS WHICH MAKE ONE SHIVER, CUSTOMS REGARDING THE RELATIONS OF THE SEXES NOW FOUND ONLY AMONG SAVAGES, SOCIAL AND DOMESTIC ARRANGEMENTS WHICH ARE SOMEWHAT; LURID AND DISGUSTING. AND YET, WITHAL, THE NOTE OF BRAVERY, OF PASSION, OF AUTHENTIC LIFE IS THERE; WE ARE HELD IN THE GRIP OF GENUINE MANHOOD AND WOMANHOOD. MACPHERSON GIVES A PICTURE OF THE OSSIANIC AGE AS HE CONCEIVED IT, AN AGE OF CELTIC HISTORY THAT "NEVER WAS ON SEA OR LAND." EVEN HIS GHOSTS ARE UN-CELTIC, MISTY AND UNSUBSTANTIAL PHANTASMS, UNLIKE THE EMBODIED REVENANTS OF THE SAGA WHICH ARE IN AGREEMENT WITH THE CELTIC BELIEF THAT THE SOUL ASSUMED A BODY IN THE OTHER WORLD. MACPHERSON MAKES FIONN INVARIABLY SUCCESSFUL, BUT IN THE SAGA TALES HE IS OFTEN DEFEATED. HE MINGLES THE CÚCHULAINN AND OSSIANIC CYCLES, BUT THESE, SAVE IN A FEW CASUAL INSTANCES, ARE QUITE DISTINCT IN THE OLD LITERATURE. YET HAD NOT HIS POEM BEEN SO GREAT AS IT IS, THOUGH SO UN-CELTIC, IT COULD NOT HAVE INFLUENCED ALL EUROPEAN LITERATURE. BUT THOSE WHO CARE FOR GENUINE CELTIC LITERATURE, THE PRODUCT OF A PEOPLE WHO LOVED NATURE, ROMANCE, DOUGHTY DEEDS, THE BEAUTY OF THE WORLD, THE MUSIC OF THE SEA AND THE BIRDS, THE MOUNTAINS, VALOR IN MEN, BEAUTY IN WOMEN, WILL FIND ALL THESE IN THE SAGA, WHETHER IN ITS LITERARY OR ITS POPULAR FORMS. AND THROUGH IT ALL SOUNDS THE UNDERTONE OF CELTIC PATHOS AND MELANCHOLY, THE DISTANT ECHO "OF OLD UNHAPPY, FAR-OFF THINGS AND BATTLES LONG AGO." 
CHAPTER IX.
GODS AND MEN.
THOUGH MAN USUALLY MAKES HIS GODS IN HIS OWN IMAGE, THEY ARE UNLIKE AS WELL AS LIKE HIM. INTERMEDIATE BETWEEN THEM AND MAN ARE IDEAL HEROES WHOSE PARENTAGE IS PARTLY DIVINE, AND WHO MAY THEMSELVES HAVE BEEN GODS. ONE MARK OF THE CELTIC GODS IS THEIR GREAT STATURE. NO HOUSE COULD CONTAIN BRAN, AND CERTAIN DIVINE PEOPLE OF ELYSIUM WHO APPEARED TO FIONN HAD RINGS "AS THICK AS A THREE-OX GOAD." EVEN THE FIANS ARE GIANTS, AND THE SKULL OF ONE OF THEM COULD CONTAIN SEVERAL MEN. THE GODS HAVE ALSO THE ATTRIBUTE OF INVISIBILITY, AND ARE ONLY SEEN BY THOSE TO WHOM THEY WISH TO DISCLOSE THEMSELVES, OR THEY HAVE THE POWER OF CONCEALING THEMSELVES IN A MAGIC MIST. WHEN THEY APPEAR TO MORTALS, IT IS USUALLY IN MORTAL GUISE, SOMETIMES IN THE FORM OF A PARTICULAR PERSON, BUT THEY CAN ALSO TRANSFORM THEMSELVES INTO ANIMAL SHAPES, OFTEN THAT OF BIRDS. THE ANIMAL NAMES OF CERTAIN DIVINITIES SHOW THAT THEY HAD ONCE BEEN ANIMALS PURE AND SIMPLE, BUT WHEN THEY BECAME ANTHROPOMORPHIC, MYTHS WOULD ARISE TELLING HOW THEY HAD APPEARED TO MEN IN THESE ANIMAL SHAPES. THIS, IN PART, ACCOUNTS FOR THESE TRANSFORMATION MYTHS. THE GODS ARE ALSO IMMORTAL, THOUGH IN MYTH WE HEAR OF THEIR DEATHS. THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN ARE "UNFADING," THEIR "DURATION IS PERENNIAL." THIS IMMORTALITY IS SOMETIMES AN INHERENT QUALITY; SOMETIMES IT IS THE RESULT OF EATING IMMORTAL FOOD--[PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] MANANNAN'S SWINE, GOIBNIU'S FEAST OF AGE AND HIS IMMORTAL ALE, OR THE APPLES OF ELYSIUM. THE STORIES TELLING OF THE DEATHS OF THE GODS IN THE ANNALISTS MAY BE BASED ON OLD MYTHS IN WHICH THEY WERE SAID TO DIE, THESE MYTHS BEING CONNECTED WITH RITUAL ACTS IN WHICH THE HUMAN REPRESENTATIVES OF GODS WERE SLAIN. SUCH RITES WERE AN INHERENT PART OF CELTIC RELIGION. ELSEWHERE THE RITUAL OF GODS LIKE OSIRIS OR ADONIS, BASED ON THEIR FUNCTIONS AS GODS OF VEGETATION, WAS CONNECTED WITH ELABORATE MYTHS TELLING OF THEIR DEATH AND REVIVAL. SOMETHING AKIN TO THIS MAY HAVE OCCURRED AMONG THE CELTS. THE DIVINITIES OFTEN UNITED WITH MORTALS. GODDESSES SOUGHT THE LOVE OF HEROES WHO WERE THEN SOMETIMES NUMBERED AMONG THE GODS, AND GODS HAD AMOURS WITH THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN. FREQUENTLY THE HEROES OF THE SAGAS ARE CHILDREN OF A GOD OR GODDESS AND A MORTAL, AND THIS DIVINE PARENTAGE WAS FIRMLY BELIEVED IN BY THE CELTS, SINCE PERSONAL NAMES FORMED OF A DIVINE NAME AND -GENOS OR -GNATOS, "BORN OF," "SON OF," ARE FOUND IN INSCRIPTIONS OVER THE WHOLE CELTIC AREA, OR IN CELTIC DOCUMENTS--BODUOGENOS, CAMULOGNATA, ETC. THOSE WHO FIRST BORE THESE NAMES WERE BELIEVED TO BE OF DIVINE DESCENT ON ONE SIDE. SPIRITS OF NATURE OR THE ELEMENTS OF NATURE PERSONIFIED MIGHT ALSO BE PARENTS OF MORTALS, AS A NAME LIKE MORGEN, FROM MORIGENOS, "SON OF THE SEA," AND MANY OTHERS SUGGEST. FOR THIS AND FOR OTHER REASONS THE GODS FREQUENTLY INTERFERE IN HUMAN AFFAIRS, ASSISTING THEIR CHILDREN OR THEIR FAVORITES. OR, AGAIN, THEY SEEK THE AID OF MORTALS OR OF THE HEROES OF THE SAGAS IN THEIR CONFLICTS OR IN TIME OF DISTRESS, AS WHEN MORRIGAN BESOUGHT HEALING FROM CÚCHULAINN. AS IN THE CASE OF EARLY GREEK AND ROMAN KINGS, CELTIC KINGS WHO BORE DIVINE NAMES WERE PROBABLY BELIEVED TO BE REPRESENTATIVES OR INCARNATIONS OF GODS. PERHAPS THIS EXPLAINS WHY A CHIEF OF THE BOII CALLED HIMSELF A GOD AND WAS REVERED AFTER HIS DEATH, AND WHY THE GAULS SO READILY ACCEPTED THE DIVINITY OF AUGUSTUS. IRISH KINGS BEAR DIVINE NAMES, AND OF THESE NUADA OCCURS FREQUENTLY, ONE KING, IRÉL FÁITH, BEING IDENTIFIED WITH NUADA AIRGETLAM, WHILE IN ONE TEXT NUADAT IS GLOSSED IN RÍG, "OF THE KING," AS IF NUADA HAD COME TO BE A TITLE MEANING "KING." WELSH KINGS BEAR THE NAME NUDD (NODONS), AND BOTH THE ACTUAL AND THE MYTHIC LEADER BRENNUS TOOK THEIR NAME FROM THE GOD BRAN. KING CONCHOBAR IS CALLED DÍA TALMAIDE, "A TERRESTRIAL GOD." IF KINGS WERE THOUGHT TO BE GOD-MEN LIKE THE PHARAOHS, THIS MIGHT ACCOUNT FOR THE FREQUENCY OF TALES ABOUT DIVINE FATHERHOOD OR REINCARNATION, WHILE IT WOULD ALSO EXPLAIN THE NUMEROUS GEASA WHICH IRISH KINGS MUST OBSERVE, UNLIKE ORDINARY MORTALS. PROSPERITY WAS CONNECTED WITH THEIR OBSERVANCE, THOUGH THIS PROSPERITY WAS LATER THOUGHT TO DEPEND ON THE KING’S GOODNESS. THE NATURE OF THE PROSPERITY--MILD SEASONS, ABUNDANT CROPS, FRUIT, FISH, AND CATTLE--SHOWS THAT THE KING WAS ASSOCIATED WITH FERTILITY, LIKE THE GODS OF GROWTH. HENCE, THEY HAD PROBABLY BEEN ONCE REGARDED AS INCARNATIONS OF SUCH GODS. WHEREVER DIVINE KINGS ARE FOUND, FERTILITY IS BOUND UP WITH THEM AND WITH THE DUE OBSERVANCE OF THEIR TABUS. TO PREVENT MISFORTUNE TO THE LAND, THEY ARE SLAIN BEFORE THEY GROW OLD AND WEAK, AND THEIR VIGOR PASSES ON TO THEIR SUCCESSORS. THEIR DEATH BENEFITS THEIR PEOPLE. BUT FREQUENTLY THE KING MIGHT REIGN AS LONG AS HE COULD HOLD HIS OWN AGAINST ALL COMERS, OR, AGAIN, A SLAVE OR CRIMINAL WAS FOR A TIME TREATED AS A MOCK KING, AND SLAIN AS THE DIVINE KING’S SUBSTITUTE. SCATTERED HINTS IN IRISH LITERATURE AND IN FOLK SURVIVALS SHOW THAT SOME SUCH COURSE AS THIS HAD BEEN PURSUED BY THE CELTS WITH REGARD TO THEIR DIVINE KINGS, AS IT WAS ALSO ELSEWHERE. IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE THAT SOME AT LEAST OF THE DRUIDS STOOD IN A SIMILAR RELATION TO THE GODS. KINGS AND PRIESTS WERE PROBABLY AT FIRST NOT DIFFERENTIATED. IN GALATIA TWELVE "TETRARCHS " MET ANNUALLY WITH THREE HUNDRED ASSISTANTS AT DRUNEMETON AS THE GREAT NATIONAL COUNCIL. THIS COUNCIL AT A CONSECRATED PLACE (NEMETON), ITS LIKENESS TO THE ANNUAL DRUIDIC GATHERING IN GAUL, AND THE POSSIBILITY THAT DRU- HAS SOME CONNECTION WITH THE NAME "DRUID," POINT TO A RELIGIOUS AS WELL AS POLITICAL ASPECT OF THIS COUNCIL. THE "TETRARCHS" MAY HAVE BEEN A KIND OF PRIEST-KINGS; THEY HAD THE KINGLY PREROGATIVE OF ACTING AS JUDGES AS HAD THE DRUIDS OF GAUL. THE WIFE OF ONE OF THEM WAS A PRIESTESS, THE OFFICE BEING HEREDITARY IN HER FAMILY, AND IT MAY HAVE BEEN NECESSARY THAT HER HUSBAND SHOULD ALSO BE A PRIEST. ONE TETRARCH, DEIOTARUS, "DIVINE BULL," WAS SKILLED IN AUGURY, AND THE PRIEST-KINGSHIP OF PESSINUS WAS CONFERRED ON CERTAIN CELTS IN THE SECOND CENTURY B.C., AS IF THE DOUBLE OFFICE WERE ALREADY A CELTIC INSTITUTION. MYTHIC CELTIC KINGS CONSULTED THE GODS WITHOUT ANY PRIESTLY INTERVENTION, AND QUEEN BOUDICCA HAD PRIESTLY FUNCTIONS. WITHOUT GIVING THESE HINTS UNDUE EMPHASIS, WE MAY SUPPOSE THAT THE DIFFERENTIATION OF THE TWO OFFICES WOULD NOT BE SIMULTANEOUS OVER THE CELTIC AREA. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] BUT WHEN IT DID TAKE EFFECT PRIESTS WOULD PROBABLY LAY CLAIM TO THE PREROGATIVES OF THE PRIEST-KING AS INCARNATE GOD. KINGS WERE NOT LIKELY TO GIVE THESE UP, AND WHERE THEY RETAINED THEM PRIESTS WOULD BE CONTENT WITH SEEING THAT THE TABUS AND RITUAL AND THE SLAYING OF THE MOCK KING WERE DULY OBSERVED. IRISH KINGS WERE PERHAPS STILL REGARDED AS GODS, THOUGH CERTAIN DRUIDS MAY HAVE BEEN DIVINE PRIESTS, SINCE THEY CALLED THEMSELVES CREATORS OF THE UNIVERSE, AND BOTH CONTINENTAL AND IRISH DRUIDS CLAIMED SUPERIORITY TO KINGS. FURTHER, THE NAME ΣΕΜΝΟΘΈΟΙ, APPLIED ALONG WITH THE NAME "DRUIDS" TO CELTIC PRIESTS, THOUGH ITS MEANING IS OBSCURE, POINTS TO DIVINE PRETENSIONS ON THEIR PART. THE INCARNATE GOD WAS PROBABLY REPRESENTATIVE OF A GOD OR SPIRIT OF EARTH, GROWTH, OR VEGETATION, REPRESENTED ALSO BY A TREE. A SYMBOLIC BRANCH OF SUCH A TREE WAS BORNE BY KINGS, AND PERHAPS BY DRUIDS, WHO USED OAK BRANCHES IN THEIR RITES. KING AND TREE WOULD BE CONNECTED, THE KING’S LIFE BEING BOUND UP WITH THAT OF THE TREE, AND PERHAPS AT ONE TIME BOTH PERISHED TOGETHER. BUT AS KINGS WERE REPRESENTED BY A SUBSTITUTE, SO THE SACRED TREE, REGARDED AS TOO SACRED TO BE CUT DOWN, MAY ALSO HAVE HAD ITS SUCCEDANEUM. THE IRISH BILE OR SACRED TREE, CONNECTED WITH THE KINGS, MUST NOT BE TOUCHED BY ANY IMPIOUS HAND, AND IT WAS SACRILEGE TO CUT IT DOWN. PROBABLY BEFORE CUTTING DOWN THE TREE A BRANCH OR SOMETHING GROWING UPON IT, MISTLETOE, HAD TO BE CUT, OR THE KING’S SYMBOLIC BRANCH SECURED BEFORE HE COULD BE SLAIN. THIS MAY EXPLAIN PLINY'S ACCOUNT OF THE MISTLETOE RITE. THE MISTLETOE OR BRANCH WAS THE SOUL OF THE TREE, AND ALSO CONTAINED THE LIFE OF THE DIVINE REPRESENTATIVE. IT MUST BE PLUCKED BEFORE THE TREE COULD BE CUT DOWN OR THE VICTIM SLAIN. HYPOTHETICAL AS THIS MAY BE, PLINY'S ACCOUNT IS INCOMPLETE, OR HE IS RELATING SOMETHING OF WHICH ALL THE DETAILS WERE NOT KNOWN TO HIM. THE RITE MUST HAVE HAD SOME OTHER PURPOSE THAN THAT OF THE MAGICO-MEDICAL USE OF THE MISTLETOE WHICH HE DESCRIBES, AND THOUGH HE SAYS NOTHING OF CUTTING DOWN THE TREE OR SLAYING A HUMAN VICTIM, IT IS NOT UNLIKELY THAT, AS HUMAN SACRIFICE HAD BEEN PROHIBITED IN HIS TIME, THE OXEN WHICH WERE SLAIN DURING THE RITE TOOK THE PLACE OF THE LATTER. LATER ROMANTIC TALES SUGGEST THAT, BEFORE SLAYING SOME PERSONAGE, THE MYTHICO-ROMANTIC SURVIVOR OF A DIVINE PRIEST OR KING, A BRANCH CARRIED BY HIM HAD TO BE CAPTURED BY HIS ASSAILANT, OR PLUCKED FROM THE TREE WHICH HE DEFENDED. THESE MAY POINT TO AN OLD BELIEF IN TREE AND KING AS DIVINE REPRESENTATIVES, AND TO A RITUAL LIKE THAT ASSOCIATED WITH THE PRIEST OF NEMI. THE DIVINE TREE BECAME THE MYSTIC TREE OF ELYSIUM, WITH GOLD AND SILVER BRANCHES AND MARVELOUS FRUITS. ARMED WITH SUCH A BRANCH, THE GIFT OF ONE OF ITS PEOPLE, MORTALS MIGHT PENETRATE UNHINDERED TO THE DIVINE LAND. PERHAPS THEY MAY BE REGARDED AS ROMANTIC FORMS OF THE OLD DIVINE KINGS WITH THE BRANCH OF THE DIVINE TREE. IF IN EARLY TIMES THE SPIRIT OF VEGETATION WAS FEMININE, HER REPRESENTATIVE WOULD BE A WOMAN, PROBABLY SLAIN AT RECURRING FESTIVALS BY THE FEMALE WORSHIPPERS. THIS WOULD EXPLAIN THE SLAYING OF ONE OF THEIR NUMBER AT A FESTIVAL BY NAMNITE WOMEN. BUT WHEN MALE SPIRITS OR GODS SUPERSEDED GODDESSES, THE DIVINE PRIEST-KING WOULD TAKE THE PLACE OF THE FEMALE REPRESENTATIVE. ON THE OTHER HAND, JUST AS THE GODDESS BECAME THE CONSORT OF THE GOD, A FEMALE REPRESENTATIVE WOULD CONTINUE AS THE DIVINE BRIDE IN THE RITUAL OF THE SACRED MARRIAGE, THE MAY QUEEN OF LATER FOLK-CUSTOM. SPORADICALLY, TOO, CONSERVATISM WOULD RETAIN FEMALE CULTS WITH FEMALE DIVINE INCARNATIONS, AS IS SEEN BY THE PRESENCE OF THE MAY QUEEN ALONE IN CERTAIN FOLK-SURVIVALS, AND BY MANY CELTIC RITUALS FROM WHICH MEN WERE EXCLUDED.
CHAPTER X.
THE CULT OF THE DEAD.
THE CUSTOM OF BURYING GRAVE-GOODS WITH THE DEAD, OR SLAYING WIFE OR SLAVES ON THE TOMB, DOES NOT NECESSARILY POINT TO A CULT OF THE DEAD, YET WHEN SUCH PRACTICES SURVIVE OVER A LONG PERIOD, THEY ASSUME THE FORM OF A CULT. THESE CUSTOMS FLOURISHED AMONG THE CELTS, AND, TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH THE REVERENCE FOR THE SEPULCHERS OF THE DEAD, THEY POINT TO A WORSHIP OF ANCESTRAL SPIRITS AS WELL AS OF GREAT DEPARTED HEROES. HEADS OF THE SLAIN WERE OFFERED TO THE "STRONG SHADES"--THE GHOSTS OF TRIBAL HEROES WHOSE PRAISES WERE SUNG BY BARDS. WHEN SUCH HEADS WERE PLACED ON HOUSES, THEY MAY HAVE BEEN DEVOTED TO THE FAMILY GHOSTS. THE HONOR IN WHICH MYTHIC OR REAL HEROES WERE HELD MAY POINT TO AN ACTUAL CULT, THE HERO BEING WORSHIPPED WHEN DEAD, WHILE HE STILL CONTINUED HIS GUARDIANSHIP OF THE TRIBE. WE KNOW ALSO THAT THE TOMB OF KING COTTIUS IN THE ALPS WAS A SACRED PLACE, THAT IRISH KINGS WERE OFTEN INAUGURATED ON ANCESTRAL BURIAL CAIRNS, AND THAT IRISH GODS WERE ASSOCIATED WITH BARROWS OF THE DEAD. THE CULT OF THE DEAD CULMINATED AT THE FAMILY HEARTH, AROUND WHICH THE DEAD WERE EVEN BURIED, AS AMONG THE AEDUII; THIS LATTER CUSTOM MAY HAVE BEEN GENERAL. IN ANY CASE THE BELIEF IN THE PRESENCE OF ANCESTRAL GHOSTS AROUND THE HEARTH WAS WIDESPREAD, AS EXISTING SUPERSTITIONS SHOW. IN [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] BRITTANY THE DEAD SEEK WARMTH AT THE HEARTH BY NIGHT, AND A FEAST IS SPREAD FOR THEM ON ALL SOULS' EVE, OR CRUMBS ARE LEFT FOR THEM AFTER A FAMILY GATHERING. BUT GENERALLY, THE FAMILY GHOST HAS BECOME A BROWNIE, LUTIN, OR POOKA, HAUNTING THE HEARTH AND DOING THE HOUSEHOLD WORK. FAIRY CORRESPONDS IN ALL RESPECTS TO OLD ANCESTRAL GHOST, AND THE ONE HAS SUCCEEDED TO THE PLACE OF THE OTHER, WHILE THE FAIRY IS EVEN SAID TO BE THE GHOST OF A DEAD PERSON. CERTAIN ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS HAVE ALSO A CONNECTION WITH THIS ANCIENT CULT. AMONG CELTIC REMAINS IN GAUL ARE FOUND ANDIRONS OF CLAY, ORNAMENTED WITH A RAM'S HEAD. M. DECHELETTE SEES IN THIS "THE SYMBOL OF SACRIFICE OFFERED TO THE SOULS OF ANCESTORS ON THE ALTAR OF THE HEARTH." THE RAM WAS ALREADY ASSOCIATED AS A SACRIFICIAL ANIMAL WITH THE CULT OF FIRE ON THE HEARTH, AND BY AN EASY TRANSITION IT WAS CONNECTED WITH THE CULT OF THE DEAD THERE. IT IS FOUND AS AN EMBLEM ON ANCIENT TOMBS, AND THE DOMESTIC LAR WAS PURIFIED BY THE IMMOLATION OF A RAM. FIGURINES OF A RAM HAVE BEEN FOUND IN GAULISH TOMBS, AND IT IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE GOD OF THE UNDERWORLD. THE RAM OF THE ANDIRONS WAS THUS A PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE VICTIM OFFERED IN THE CULT OF THE DEAD. A MUTILATED INSCRIPTION ON ONE OF THEM MAY STAND FOR LARIBUS AUGUSTIS, AND CERTAIN MARKINGS ON OTHERS MAY REPRESENT THE GARLANDS TWINED ROUND THE VICTIM. SERPENTS WITH RAMS' HEADS OCCUR ON THE MONUMENTS OF THE UNDERWORLD GOD. THE SERPENT WAS A CHTHONIAN GOD OR THE EMBLEM OF SUCH A GOD, AND IT MAY HAVE BEEN THOUGHT APPROPRIATE TO GIVE IT THE HEAD OF AN ANIMAL ASSOCIATED WITH THE CULT OF THE DEAD. THE DEAD WERE ALSO FED AT THE GRAVE OR IN THE HOUSE. THUS, CUPS WERE PLACED IN THE RECESS OF A WELL IN THE CHURCHYARD OF KILRANELAGH BY THOSE INTERRING A CHILD UNDER FIVE, AND THE GHOST OF THE CHILD WAS SUPPOSED TO SUPPLY THE OTHER SPIRITS WITH WATER FROM THESE CUPS. IN IRELAND, AFTER A DEATH, FOOD IS PLACED OUT FOR THE SPIRITS, OR, AT A BURIAL, NUTS ARE PLACED IN THE COFFIN. IN SOME PARTS OF FRANCE, MILK IS POURED OUT ON THE GRAVE, AND BOTH IN BRITTANY AND IN SCOTLAND THE DEAD ARE SUPPOSED TO PARTAKE OF THE FUNERAL FEAST. THESE ARE SURVIVALS FROM PAGAN TIMES AND CORRESPOND TO THE RITES IN USE AMONG THOSE WHO STILL WORSHIP ANCESTORS. IN CELTIC DISTRICTS A CAIRN OR A CROSS IS PLACED OVER THE SPOT WHERE A VIOLENT OR ACCIDENTAL DEATH HAS OCCURRED, THE PURPOSE BEING TO APPEASE THE GHOST, AND A STONE IS OFTEN ADDED TO THE CAIRN BY ALL PASSERS-BY. FESTIVALS WERE HELD IN IRELAND ON THE ANNIVERSARIES OF THE DEATH OF KINGS OR CHIEFS, AND THESE WERE ALSO UTILIZED FOR PURPOSES OF TRADE, PLEASURE, OR POLITICS. THEY SOMETIMES OCCURRED ON THE GREAT FESTIVALS, LUGNASAD AND SAMHAIN, AND WERE OCCASIONALLY HELD AT THE GREAT BURIAL-PLACES. THUS, THE GATHERING AT TAILLTI ON LUGNASAD WAS SAID TO HAVE BEEN FOUNDED BY LUG IN MEMORY OF HIS FOSTER-MOTHER, TAILTIU, AND THE LEINSTERMEN MET AT CARMAN ON THE SAME DAY TO COMMEMORATE KING GARMAN, OR IN A VARIANT ACCOUNT, A WOMAN CALLED CARMAN. SHE AND HER SONS HAD TRIED TO BLIGHT THE CORN OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN, BUT THE SONS WERE DRIVEN OFF AND SHE DIED OF GRIEF, BEGGING THAT A FAIR SHOULD ALWAYS BE HELD IN HER NAME, AND PROMISING ABUNDANCE OF MILK, FRUIT, AND FISH FOR ITS OBSERVANCE. THESE MAY BE ÆTIOLOGICAL MYTHS EXPLAINING THE ORIGIN OF THESE FESTIVALS ON THE ANALOGY OF FUNERAL FESTIVALS, BUT MORE LIKELY, SINCE LUGNASAD WAS A HARVEST FESTIVAL, THEY ARE CONNECTED WITH THE CUSTOM OF SLAYING A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CORN-SPIRIT. THE FESTIVAL WOULD BECOME A COMMEMORATION OF ALL SUCH VICTIMS, BUT WHEN THE CUSTOM ITSELF HAD CEASED IT WOULD BE ASSOCIATED WITH ONE PARTICULAR PERSONAGE, THE CORN-GODDESS REGARDED AS A MORTAL. THIS WOULD BE THE CASE WHERE THE VICTIM WAS A WOMAN, BUT WHERE A MALE WAS SLAIN, THE ANALOGY OF THE SLAYING OF THE DIVINE KING OR HIS SUCCEDANEUM WOULD LEAD TO THE FESTIVALS BEING REGARDED AS COMMEMORATIVE OF A KING, GARMAN. THIS AGREES WITH THE STATEMENT THAT OBSERVANCE OF THE FESTIVAL PRODUCED PLENTY; NON-OBSERVANCE, DEARTH. THE VICTIMS WERE SLAIN TO OBTAIN PLENTY, AND THE FESTIVAL WOULD ALSO COMMEMORATE THOSE WHO HAD DIED FOR THIS GOOD CAUSE, WHILE IT WOULD ALSO APPEASE THEIR GHOSTS SHOULD THESE BE ANGRY AT THEIR VIOLENT DEATHS. CERTAIN OF THE DEAD WERE THUS COMMEMORATED AT LUGNASAD, A FESTIVAL OF FERTILITY. BOTH THE CORN-SPIRIT OR DIVINITY SLAIN IN THE REAPING OF THE CORN, AND THE HUMAN VICTIMS, WERE APPEASED BY ITS OBSERVANCE. THE LEGEND OF CARMAN MAKES HER HOSTILE TO THE CORN--A CURIOUS WAY OF REGARDING A CORN-GODDESS. BUT WE HAVE ALREADY SEEN THAT GODS OF FERTILITY WERE SOMETIMES THOUGHT OF AS CAUSING BLIGHT, AND IN FOLK-BELIEF THE CORN-SPIRIT IS OCCASIONALLY BELIEVED TO BE DANGEROUS. SUCH INVERSIONS OCCUR WHEREVER REVOLUTIONS IN RELIGION TAKE PLACE. THE GREAT COMMEMORATION OF THE DEAD WAS HELD ON [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] SAMHAIN EVE, A FESTIVAL INTENDED TO AID THE DYING POWERS OF VEGETATION, WHOSE LIFE, HOWEVER, WAS STILL MANIFESTED IN EVERGREEN SHRUBS, IN THE MISTLETOE, IN THE SHEAF OF CORN FROM LAST HARVEST--THE ABODE OF THE CORN-SPIRIT. PROBABLY, ALSO, HUMAN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VEGETATION OR CORN-SPIRIT WERE SLAIN, AND THIS MAY HAVE SUGGESTED THE BELIEF IN THE PRESENCE OF THEIR GHOSTS AT THIS FESTIVAL. OR THE FESTIVAL BEING HELD AT THE TIME OF THE DEATH OF VEGETATION, THE DEAD WOULD NATURALLY BE COMMEMORATED THEN. OR, AS IN SCANDINAVIA, THEY MAY HAVE BEEN HELD TO HAVE AN INFLUENCE ON FERTILITY, AS AN EXTENSION OF THE BELIEF THAT CERTAIN SLAIN PERSONS REPRESENTED SPIRITS OF FERTILITY, OR BECAUSE TREES AND PLANTS GROWING ON THE BARROWS OF THE DEAD WERE THOUGHT TO BE TENANTED BY THEIR SPIRITS. IN SCANDINAVIA, THE DEAD WERE ASSOCIATED WITH FEMALE SPIRITS OR FYLGJUR, IDENTIFIED WITH THE DISIR, A KIND OF EARTH-GODDESSES, LIVING IN HOLLOW HILLS. THE NEAREST CELTIC ANALOGY TO THESE IS THE MATRES, GODDESSES OF FERTILITY. BEDE SAYS THAT CHRISTMAS EVE WAS CALLED MODRANICHT, "MOTHERS' NIGHT," AND AS MANY OF THE RITES OF SAMHAIN WERE TRANSFERRED TO YULE, THE FORMER DATE OF MODRANICHT MAY HAVE BEEN SAMHAIN, JUST AS THE SCANDINAVIAN DISABLOT, HELD IN NOVEMBER, WAS A FESTIVAL OF THE DISIR AND OF THE DEAD. 5 IT HAS BEEN SEEN THAT THE CELTIC EARTH-GOD WAS LORD OF THE DEAD, AND THAT HE PROBABLY TOOK THE PLACE OF AN EARTH-GODDESS OR GODDESSES, TO WHOM THE MATRES CERTAINLY CORRESPOND. HENCE THE CONNECTION OF THE DEAD WITH FEMALE EARTH-SPIRITS WOULD BE EXPLAINED. MOTHER EARTH HAD RECEIVED THE DEAD BEFORE HER PLACE WAS TAKEN BY THE CELTIC DISPATER. HENCE THE TIME OF EARTH'S DECAY WAS THE SEASON WHEN THE DEAD, HER CHILDREN, WOULD BE COMMEMORATED. WHATEVER BE THE REASON, CELTS, TEUTONS, AND OTHERS HAVE COMMEMORATED THE DEAD AT THE BEGINNING OF WINTER, WHICH WAS THE BEGINNING OF A NEW YEAR, WHILE A SIMILAR FESTIVAL OF THE DEAD AT NEW YEAR IS HELD IN MANY OTHER LANDS. BOTH IN IRELAND AND IN BRITTANY, ON NOVEMBER EVE FOOD IS LAID OUT FOR THE DEAD WHO COME TO VISIT THE HOUSES AND TO WARM THEMSELVES AT THE FIRE IN THE STILLNESS OF THE NIGHT, AND IN BRITTANY A HUGE LOG BURNS ON THE HEARTH. WE HAVE HERE RETURNED TO THE CULT OF THE DEAD AT THE HEARTH. POSSIBLY THE YULE LOG WAS ONCE A LOG BURNED ON THE HEARTH--THE PLACE OF THE FAMILY GHOSTS--AT SAMHAIN, WHEN NEW FIRE WAS KINDLED IN EACH HOUSE. ON IT, LIBATIONS WERE POURED, WHICH WOULD THEN HAVE BEEN MEANT FOR THE DEAD. THE YULE LOG AND THE LOG OF THE BRETON PEASANTS WOULD THUS BE THE DOMESTIC ASPECT OF THE FIRE RITUAL, WHICH HAD ITS PUBLIC ASPECT IN THE SAMHAIN BONFIRES. ALL THIS HAS BEEN IN PART AFFECTED BY THE CHRISTIAN FEAST OF ALL SOULS. DR. FRAZER THINKS THAT THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS (NOVEMBER 1ST) WAS INTENDED TO TAKE THE PLACE OF THE PAGAN CULT OF THE DEAD. AS IT FAILED TO DO THIS, ALL SOULS, A FESTIVAL OF ALL THE DEAD, WAS ADDED ON NOVEMBER 2ND. TO SOME EXTENT, BUT NOT ENTIRELY, IT HAS NEUTRALIZED THE PAGAN RITES, FOR THE OLD IDEAS CONNECTED WITH SAMHAIN STILL SURVIVE HERE AND THERE. IT IS ALSO TO BE NOTED THAT IN SOME CASES THE FRIENDLY ASPECT OF THE DEAD HAS BEEN LOST SIGHT OF, AND, LIKE THE SÍD-FOLK, THEY ARE POPULARLY CONNECTED WITH EVIL POWERS WHICH ARE IN THE ASCENDANT ON SAMHAIN EVE.
CHAPTER XI.
PRIMITIVE NATURE WORSHIP.
IN EARLY THOUGHT EVERYTHING WAS A PERSON, IN THE LOOSE MEANING THEN POSSESSED BY PERSONALITY, AND MANY SUCH "PERSONS" WERE WORSHIPPED--EARTH, SUN, MOON, SEA, WIND, ETC. THIS LED LATER TO MORE COMPLETE PERSONIFICATION, AND THE SUN OR EARTH DIVINITY OR SPIRIT WAS MORE OR LESS SEPARATED FROM THE SUN OR EARTH THEMSELVES. SOME CELTIC DIVINITIES WERE THUS EVOLVED, BUT THERE STILL CONTINUED A VENERATION OF THE OBJECTS OF NATURE IN THEMSELVES, AS WELL AS A CULT OF NATURE SPIRITS OR SECONDARY DIVINITIES WHO PEOPLED EVERY PART OF NATURE. "NOR WILL I CALL OUT UPON THE MOUNTAINS, FOUNTAINS, OR HILLS, OR UPON THE RIVERS, WHICH ARE NOW SUBSERVIENT TO THE USE OF MAN, BUT ONCE WERE AN ABOMINATION AND DESTRUCTION TO THEM, AND TO WHICH THE BLIND PEOPLE PAID DIVINE HONORS," CRIES GILDAS. THIS WAS THE TRUE CULT OF THE FOLK, THE "BLIND PEOPLE," EVEN WHEN THE GREATER GODS WERE ORGANIZED, AND IT HAS SURVIVED WITH MODIFICATIONS IN OUT-OF-THE-WAY PLACES, IN SPITE OF THE COMING OF CHRISTIANITY. S. KENTIGERN REBUKED THE CAMBRIANS FOR WORSHIPPING THE ELEMENTS, WHICH GOD MADE FOR MAN'S USE. THE QUESTION OF THE DAUGHTERS OF LOEGAIRE ALSO THROWS MUCH LIGHT ON CELTIC NATURE WORSHIP. "HAS YOUR GOD SONS OR DAUGHTERS? ...HAVE MANY FOSTERED HIS SONS? ARE HIS DAUGHTERS DEAR AND BEAUTIFUL TO MEN? IS HE IN HEAVEN OR ON EARTH, IN THE SEA, IN THE RIVERS, IN THE MOUNTAINS, IN THE VALLEYS?" THE WORDS SUGGEST A BELIEF IN DIVINE BEINGS FILLING HEAVEN, EARTH, SEA, AIR, HILLS, GLENS, LOCHS, AND RIVERS, AND FOLLOWING HUMAN CUSTOMS. A NAÏVE FAITH, FULL OF BEAUTY AND POETRY, EVEN IF IT HAD ITS DARK AND GRIM ASPECTS! THESE POWERS OR PERSONALITIES HAD BEEN INVOKED FROM TIME IMMEMORIAL, BUT THE INVOCATIONS WERE SOON STEREOTYPED INTO DEFINITE FORMULAE. SUCH A FORMULA IS PUT INTO THE MOUTH OF AMAIRGEN, THE POET OF THE MILESIANS, WHEN THEY WERE ABOUT TO INVADE ERIN, AND IT MAY HAVE BEEN A MAGICAL INVOCATION OF THE POWERS OF NATURE AT THE BEGINNING OF AN UNDERTAKING OR IN TIMES OF DANGER: "I INVOKE THE LAND OF IRELAND SHINING, SHINING SEA! FERTILE, FERTILE MOUNTAIN! WOODED VALE! ABUNDANT RIVER, ABUNDANT IN WATERS! FISH ABOUNDING LAKE! FISH ABOUNDING SEA! FERTILE EARTH! IRRUPTION OF FISH! FISH THERE! BIRD UNDER WAVE! GREAT FISH! CRAB HOLE! IRRUPTION OF FISH! FISH ABOUNDING SEA!" A SIMILAR FORMULA WAS SPOKEN AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF DA DERGA'S HOSTEL BY MACCECHT ON HIS FINDING WATER. HE BATHED IN IT AND SANG--"COLD FOUNTAIN! SURFACE OF STRAND...SEA OF LAKE, WATER OF GARA, STREAM OF RIVER HIGH SPRING WELL; COLD FOUNTAIN!" [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] THE GODDESS MORRIGAN, AFTER THE DEFEAT OF THE FOMORIANS, INVOKES THE POWERS OF NATURE AND PROCLAIMS THE VICTORY TO "THE ROYAL MOUNTAINS OF IRELAND, TO ITS CHIEF WATERS, AND ITS RIVER MOUTHS." IT WAS ALSO CUSTOMARY TO TAKE OATHS BY THE ELEMENTS--HEAVEN, EARTH, SUN, FIRE, MOON, SEA, LAND, DAY, NIGHT, ETC., AND THESE PUNISHED THE BREAKER OF THE OATH. EVEN THE GODS EXACTED SUCH AN OATH OF EACH OTHER. BRES SWORE BY SUN, MOON, SEA, AND LAND, TO FULFIL THE ENGAGEMENT IMPOSED ON HIM BY LUG. THE FORMULAE SURVIVED INTO CHRISTIAN TIMES, AND THE FAITHFUL WERE FORBIDDEN TO CALL THE SUN AND MOON GODS OR TO SWEAR BY THEM, WHILE IN BRETON FOLK-CUSTOM AT THE PRESENT-DAY OATHS BY SUN, MOON, OR EARTH, FOLLOWED BY PUNISHMENT OF THE OATH-BREAKER [WARLOCK] BY THE MOON, ARE STILL IN USE. THESE OATHS HAD ORIGINATED IN A TIME WHEN THE ELEMENTS THEMSELVES WERE THOUGHT TO BE DIVINE, AND SIMILAR ADJURATIONS WERE USED BY GREEKS AND SCANDINAVIANS. WHILE THE GREATER OBJECTS OF NATURE WERE WORSHIPPED FOR THEMSELVES ALONE, THE CELTS ALSO PEOPLED THE EARTH WITH SPIRITS, BENEVOLENT OR MALEVOLENT, OF ROCKS, HILLS, DALES, FORESTS, LAKES, AND STREAMS, AND WHILE GREATER DIVINITIES OF GROWTH HAD BEEN EVOLVED, THEY STILL BELIEVED IN LESSER SPIRITS OF VEGETATION, OF THE CORN, AND OF FERTILITY, CONNECTED, HOWEVER, WITH THESE GODS. SOME OF THESE STILL SURVIVE AS FAIRIES SEEN IN MEADOWS, WOODLANDS, OR STREAMS, OR AS DEMONIAC BEINGS HAUNTING LONELY PLACES. AND EVEN NOW, IN FRENCH FOLK-BELIEF, SUN, MOON, WINDS, ETC., ARE REGARDED AS ACTUAL PERSONAGES. SUN AND MOON ARE HUSBAND AND WIFE; THE WINDS HAVE WIVES; THEY ARE ADDRESSED BY PERSONAL NAMES AND REVERENCED. SOME SPIRITS MAY ALREADY HAVE HAD A DEMONIAC ASPECT IN PAGAN TIMES. THE TUATHA DEA CONJURED UP MEISI, "SPECTRAL BODIES THAT RISE FROM THE GROUND," AGAINST THE MILESIANS, AND AT THEIR SERVICE WERE MALIGNANT SPRITES--URTROCHTA, AND "FORMS, SPECTRES, AND GREAT QUEENS" CALLED GUIDEMAIN (FALSE DEMONS). THE DRUIDS ALSO SENT FORTH MISCHIEVOUS SPIRITS CALLED SIABRA. IN THE TÁIN THERE ARE REFERENCES TO BOCÂNACHS, BANÂNAICHS, AND GENITI-GLINNI, "GOBLINS, ELDRITCH BEINGS, AND GLEN-FOLK." THESE ARE TWICE CALLED TUATHA DÉ DANANN, AND THIS SUGGESTS THAT THEY WERE NATURE-SPIRITS AKIN TO THE GREATER GODS. THE GENITI-GLINNI WOULD BE SPIRITS HAUNTING GLEN AND VALLEY. THEY ARE FRIENDLY TO CÚCHULAINN IN THE TÁIN, BUT IN THE FEAST OF BRICRIU HE AND OTHER HEROES FIGHT AND DESTROY THEM. IN MODERN IRISH BELIEF THEY ARE DEMONS OF THE AIR, PERHAPS FALLEN ANGELS. MUCH OF THIS IS PROBABLY PRE-CELTIC AS WELL AS CELTIC, BUT IT HELD ITS GROUND BECAUSE IT WAS DEAR TO THE CELTS THEMSELVES. THEY UPHELD THE ABORIGINAL CULTS RESEMBLING THOSE WHICH, IN THE LANDS WHENCE THEY CAME, HAD BEEN NATIVE AND LOCAL WITH THEMSELVES. SUCH CULTS ARE AS OLD AS THE WORLD, AND WHEN CHRISTIANITY EXPELLED THE WORSHIP OF THE GREATER GODS, YOUNGER IN GROWTH, THE ANCIENT NATURE WORSHIP, DOWERED WITH IMMORTAL YOUTH, "BOWED LOW BEFORE THE BLAST IN PATIENT DEEP DISDAIN," TO RISE AGAIN IN VIGOR. PREACHERS, COUNCILS, AND LAWS INVEIGHED AGAINST IT. THE OLD RITES CONTINUED TO BE PRACTICED, OR SURVIVED UNDER A CHRISTIAN DRESS AND COLORING. THEY ARE FOUND IN BRETON VILLAGES, IN HIGHLAND GLENS, IN WELSH AND CORNISH VALLEYS, IN IRISH TOWNSHIPS, AND ONLY THE SPREAD OF SCHOOL-BOARD EDUCATION, WITH ITS MATERIALISM AND UNINVITING COMMON SENSE, IS FORCING THEM AT LAST TO YIELD. THE DENUNCIATIONS OF THESE CULTS THROW SOME LIGHT UPON THEM. OFFERINGS AT TREES, STONES, FOUNTAINS, AND CROSS-ROADS, THE LIGHTING OF FIRES OR CANDLES THERE, AND VOWS OR INCANTATIONS ADDRESSED TO THEM, ARE FORBIDDEN, AS IS ALSO THE WORSHIP OF TREES, GROVES, STONES, RIVERS, AND WELLS. THE SUN AND MOON ARE NOT TO BE CALLED LORDS. WIZARDRY, AND DIVINATION, AND THE LEAPING’S AND DANCING’S, SONGS AND CHORUSES OF THE PAGANS, THEIR ORGIASTIC CULTS, ARE NOT TO BE PRACTICED. TEMPEST-RAISERS ARE NOT TO PLY THEIR DIABOLICAL CRAFT. THESE DENUNCIATIONS, OF COURSE, WERE NOT WITHOUT THEIR EFFECT, AND LEGEND TOLD HOW THE SPIRITS OF NATURE WERE HEARD BEWAILING THE POWER OF THE CHRISTIAN SAINTS, THEIR MOURNFUL CRIES ECHOING IN WOODED HOLLOWS, SECLUDED VALLEYS, AND SHORES OF LAKE AND RIVER. THEIR POWER, THOUGH LIMITED, WAS NOT ANNIHILATED, BUT THE SECRECY IN WHICH THE OLD CULTS OFTEN CONTINUED TO BE PRACTICED GAVE THEM A DARKER COLOR. THEY WERE IDENTIFIED WITH THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL, AND THE SPIRITS OF PAGANISM WITH DARK AND GRISLY DEMONS. THIS CULMINATED IN THE MEDIAEVAL WITCH PERSECUTIONS, FOR WITCHCRAFT WAS IN PART THE OLD PAGANISM IN A NEW GUISE. YET EVEN THAT DID NOT ANNIHILATE SUPERSTITION, WHICH STILL LIVES AND FLOURISHES AMONG THE FOLK, THOUGH THE ACTUAL WORSHIP OF NATURE-SPIRITS HAS NOW DISAPPEARED. PERHAPS THE MOST IMPORTANT OBJECT IN NATURE TO THE EARLY CELTS AS TO MOST PRIMITIVE FOLK WAS THE MOON. THE PHASES OF THE MOON WERE APPARENT BEFORE MEN OBSERVED THE SOLSTICES AND EQUINOXES, AND THEY FORMED AN EASY METHOD OF MEASURING TIME. THE CELTIC YEAR WAS AT FIRST LUNAR--PLINY SPEAKS OF THE CELTIC METHOD OF COUNTING THE BEGINNING OF MONTHS AND YEARS BY THE MOON--AND NIGHT WAS SUPPOSED TO PRECEDE DAY. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] THE FESTIVALS OF GROWTH BEGAN, NOT AT SUNRISE, BUT ON THE PREVIOUS EVENING WITH THE RISING OF THE MOON, AND THE NAME LA LUNADE IS STILL GIVEN TO THE MIDSUMMER FESTIVAL IN PARTS OF FRANCE. AT VALLOIR DE LA SUILLE A WOOD ON THE SLOPE WHERE THE FESTIVAL IS HELD IS CALLED BOIS DE LA LUNE, AND IN IRELAND, WHERE THE FESTIVAL BEGINS ON THE PREVIOUS EVENING, IN THE DISTRICT WHERE AN ASCENT OF CNOC AINE IS MADE, THE POSITION OF THE MOON MUST BE OBSERVED. A SIMILAR COMBINATION OF SUN AND MOON CULTS IS FOUND IN AN INSCRIPTION AT LAUSANNE--TO THE GENIUS OF THE SUN AND MOON. POSSIBLY SUN FESTIVALS TOOK THE PLACE OF THOSE OF THE MOON. TRACES OF THE CONNECTION OF THE MOON WITH AGRICULTURE OCCUR IN DIFFERENT REGIONS, THE CONNECTION BEING ESTABLISHED THROUGH THE PRIMITIVE LAW OF SYMPATHETIC MAGIC. THE MOON WAXES AND WANES, THEREFORE IT MUST AFFECT ALL PROCESSES OF GROWTH OR DECAY. DR. FRAZER HAS CITED MANY INSTANCES OF THIS BELIEF, AND HAS SHOWN THAT THE MOON HAD A PRIORITY TO THE SUN IN WORSHIP, IN EGYPT AND BABYLON. SOWING IS DONE WITH A WAXING MOON, SO THAT, THROUGH SYMPATHY, THERE MAY BE A LARGE INCREASE. BUT HARVESTING, CUTTING TIMBER, ETC., SHOULD BE DONE WITH A WANING MOON, BECAUSE MOISTURE BEING CAUSED BY A WAXING MOON, IT WAS NECESSARY TO AVOID CUTTING SUCH THINGS AS WOULD SPOIL BY MOISTURE AT THAT TIME. SIMILAR BELIEFS ARE FOUND AMONG THE CELTS. MISTLETOE AND OTHER MAGICAL PLANTS WERE CULLED WITH A WAXING MOON, PROBABLY BECAUSE THEIR POWER WOULD THUS BE GREATER. DR. JOHNSON NOTED THE FACT THAT THE HIGHLANDERS SOWED THEIR SEED WITH A WAXING MOON, IN THE EXPECTATION OF A BETTER HARVEST. FOR SIMILAR OCCULT REASONS, IT IS THOUGHT IN BRITTANY THAT CONCEPTION DURING A WAXING MOON PRODUCES A MALE CHILD, DURING A WANING MOON A FEMALE, WHILE ACCOUCHEMENTS AT THE LATTER TIME ARE DANGEROUS. SHEEP AND COWS SHOULD BE KILLED AT THE NEW MOON, ELSE THEIR FLESH WILL SHRINK, BUT PEATS SHOULD BE CUT IN THE LAST QUARTER, OTHERWISE THEY WILL REMAIN MOIST AND GIVE OUT "A POWER OF SMOKE." THESE IDEAS TAKE US BACK TO A TIME WHEN IT WAS HELD THAT THE MOON WAS NOT MERELY THE MEASURER OF TIME, BUT HAD POWERFUL EFFECTS ON THE PROCESSES OF GROWTH AND DECAY. ARTEMIS AND DIANA, MOON-GODDESSES, HAD POWER OVER ALL GROWING THINGS, AND AS SOME CELTIC GODDESSES WERE EQUATED WITH DIANA, THEY MAY HAVE BEEN CONNECTED WITH THE MOON, MORE ESPECIALLY AS GALLO-ROMAN IMAGES OF DIANA HAVE THE HEAD ADORNED WITH A CRESCENT MOON. IN SOME CASES, FESTIVALS OF THE MOON REMAINED INTACT, AS AMONG THE CELTIBERIANS AND OTHER PEOPLES TO THE NORTH OF THEM, WHO AT THE TIME OF FULL MOON CELEBRATED THE FESTIVAL OF A NAMELESS GOD, DANCING ALL NIGHT BEFORE THE DOORS OF THEIR HOUSES. THE NAMELESS GOD MAY HAVE BEEN THE MOON, WORSHIPPED AT THE TIME OF HER IN-TENSEST LIGHT. MOONLIGHT DANCES ROUND A GREAT STONE, WITH SINGING, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE YEAR, OCCURRED IN THE HIGHLANDS IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. OTHER SURVIVALS OF CULT ARE SEEN IN THE PRACTICES OF BOWING OR BARING THE HEAD AT NEW MOON, OR ADDRESSING IT WITH WORDS OF ADORATION OR SUPPLICATION. IN IRELAND, CAMDEN FOUND THE CUSTOM AT NEW MOON OF SAYING THE LORD’S PRAYER WITH THE ADDITION OF THE WORDS, "LEAVE US WHOLE AND SOUND AS THOU HAST FOUND US." SIMILAR CUSTOMS EXIST IN BRITTANY, WHERE GIRLS PRAY TO THE MOON TO GRANT THEM DREAMS OF THEIR FUTURE HUSBANDS. LIKE OTHER RACES, THE CELTS THOUGHT THAT ECLIPSES WERE CAUSED BY A MONSTER ATTACKING THE MOON, WHILE IT COULD BE DRIVEN OFF WITH CRIES AND SHOUTS. IN 218 B.C. THE CELTIC ALLIES OF ATTALUS WERE FRIGHTENED BY AN ECLIPSE, AND MUCH LATER CHRISTIAN LEGISLATION FORBADE THE PEOPLE TO ASSEMBLE AT AN ECLIPSE AND SHOUT, VINCE, LUNA! SUCH A PRACTICE WAS OBSERVED IN IRELAND IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. AT AN EARLIER TIME, IRISH POETS ADDRESSED SUN AND MOON AS DIVINITIES, AND THEY WERE REPRESENTED ON ALTARS EVEN IN CHRISTIAN TIMES. WHILE THE CELTS BELIEVED IN SEA-GODS--MANANNAN, MORGEN, DYLAN--THE SEA ITSELF WAS STILL PERSONIFIED AND REGARDED AS DIVINE. IT WAS THOUGHT TO BE A HOSTILE BEING, AND HIGH TIDES WERE MET BY CELTIC WARRIORS, WHO ADVANCED AGAINST THEM WITH SWORD AND SPEAR, OFTEN PERISHING IN THE RUSHING WATERS RATHER THAN RETREAT. THE ANCIENTS REGARDED THIS AS BRAVADO. M. JULLIAN SEES IN IT A SACRIFICE BY VOLUNTARY SUICIDE; M. D'ARBOIS, A TRANQUIL WAITING FOR DEATH AND THE INTRODUCTION TO ANOTHER LIFE. BUT THE PASSAGES GIVE THE SENSE OF AN ACTUAL ATTACK ON THE WAVES--LIVING THINGS WHICH MEN MIGHT TERRIFY, AND PERHAPS WITH THIS WAS COMBINED THE BELIEF THAT NO ONE COULD DIE DURING A RISING TIDE. SIMILARLY, FRENCH FISHERMEN THREATEN TO CUT A FOG IN TWO WITH A KNIFE, WHILE THE LEGEND OF S. LUNAIRE TELLS HOW HE THREW A KNIFE AT A FOG, THUS CAUSING ITS DISAPPEARANCE. FIGHTING THE WAVES IS ALSO REFERRED TO IN IRISH TEXTS. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] THUS TUIRBE TRÁGMAR WOULD "HURL A CAST OF HIS AXE IN THE FACE OF THE FLOOD-TIDE, SO THAT HE FORBADE THE SEA, WHICH THEN WOULD NOT COME OVER THE AXE." CÚCHULAINN, IN ONE OF HIS FITS OF ANGER, FOUGHT THE WAVES FOR SEVEN DAYS, AND FIONN FOUGHT AND CONQUERED THE MUIREARTACH, A PERSONIFICATION OF THE WILD WESTERN SEA. ON THE FRENCH COAST FISHERMEN THROW HARPOONS AT CERTAIN HARMFUL WAVES CALLED THE THREE WITCH WAVES, THUS DRAWING THEIR BLOOD AND CAUSING THEM TO SUBSIDE. IN SOME CASES, HUMAN VICTIMS MAY HAVE BEEN OFFERED TO THE RISING WATERS, SINCE CERTAIN TALES SPEAK OF A CHILD SET FLOATING ON THE WAVES, AND THIS, REPEATED EVERY SEVEN YEARS, KEPT THEM IN THEIR PLACE. THE SEA HAD ALSO ITS BENEFICENT ASPECTS. THE SHORE WAS "A PLACE OF REVELATION OF SCIENCE," AND THE SEA SYMPATHIZED WITH HUMAN GRIEFS. AT THE BATTLE OF VENTRY "THE SEA CHATTERED, TELLING THE LOSSES, AND THE WAVES RAISED A HEAVY, WOEFUL GREAT MOAN IN WAILING THEM." IN OTHER CASES, IN IRELAND, BY A SPELL PUT ON THE WAVES, OR BY THE INTUITIVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LISTENER, IT WAS REVEALED THAT THEY WERE WAILING FOR A DEATH OR DESCRIBING SOME DISTANT EVENT. IN THE BEAUTIFUL SONG SUNG BY THE WIFE OF CAEL, "THE WAVE WAILS AGAINST THE SHORE FOR HIS DEATH," AND IN WELSH MYTH THE WAVES BEWAILED THE DEATH OF DYLAN, "SON OF THE WAVE," AND WERE EAGER TO AVENGE IT. THE NOISE OF THE WAVES RUSHING INTO THE VALE OF CONWY WERE HIS DYING GROANS. IN IRELAND THE ROARING OF THE SEA WAS THOUGHT TO BE PROPHETIC OF A KING’S DEATH OR THE COMING OF IMPORTANT NEWS; AND THERE, TOO, CERTAIN GREAT WAVES WERE CELEBRATED IN STORY--CLIDNA'S, TUAITHE'S, AND RUDHRAIDHE'S. NINE WAVES, OR THE NINTH WAVE, PARTLY BECAUSE OF THE SACRED NATURE OF THE NUMBER NINE, PARTLY BECAUSE OF THE BENEFICENT CHARACTER OF THE WAVES, HAD A GREAT IMPORTANCE. THEY FORMED A BARRIER AGAINST INVASION, DANGER, OR PESTILENCE, OR THEY HAD A HEALING EFFECT. THE WIND WAS ALSO REGARDED AS A LIVING BEING WHOSE POWER WAS TO BE DREADED. IT PUNISHED KING LOEGAIRE FOR BREAKING HIS OATH. BUT IT WAS ALSO PERSONIFIED AS A GOD VINTIUS, EQUATED WITH POLLUX AND WORSHIPPED BY CELTIC SAILORS, OR WITH MARS, THE WAR-GOD WHO, IN HIS DESTRUCTIVE ASPECT, WAS PERHAPS REGARDED AS THE NEAREST ANALOGUE TO A GOD OF STORMY WINDS. DRUIDS AND CELTIC PRIESTESSES CLAIMED THE POWER OF CONTROLLING THE WINDS, AS DID WIZARDS AND WITCHES IN LATER DAYS. THIS THEY DID, ACCORDING TO CHRISTIAN WRITERS, BY THE AID OF DEMONS, PERHAPS THE OLD DIVINITIES OF THE AIR. BISHOP AGOBARD DESCRIBES HOW THE TEMPESTARII RAISED TEMPESTS WHICH DESTROYED THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH, AND DREW "AERIAL SHIPS" FROM MAGONIA, WHITHER THE SHIPS CARRIED THESE FRUITS. MAGONIA MAY BE THE UPPER AIR RULED OVER BY A SKY GOD MAGOUNOS OR MOGOUNOS, EQUATED WITH APOLLO. THE WINDS MAY HAVE BEEN HIS SERVANTS, RULED ALSO BY EARTHLY MAGICIANS. LIKE [STEPHEN] YAHWEH, AS CONCEIVED BY HEBREW POETS, HE "BRINGETH THE WINDS OUT OF HIS TREASURES," AND "MAKES LIGHTNINGS WITH RAIN."
CHAPTER XII.
RIVER AND WELL WORSHIP.
AMONG THE CELTS THE TESTIMONY OF CONTEMPORARY WITNESSES, INSCRIPTIONS, VOTIVE OFFERINGS, AND SURVIVALS, SHOWS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CULT OF WATERS AND OF WATER DIVINITIES. MR. GOMME ARGUES THAT CELTIC WATER-WORSHIP WAS DERIVED FROM THE PRE-CELTIC ABORIGINES, BUT IF SO, THE CELTS MUST HAVE HAD A PECULIAR APTITUDE FOR IT, SINCE THEY WERE SO ENTHUSIASTIC IN ITS OBSERVANCE. WHAT PROBABLY HAPPENED WAS THAT THE CELTS, ALREADY WORSHIPPERS OF THE WATERS, FREELY ADOPTED LOCAL CULTS OF WATER WHEREVER THEY CAME. SOME RIVERS OR RIVER-GODDESSES IN CELTIC REGIONS SEEM TO POSSES’ PRE-CELTIC NAMES. TREASURES WERE FLUNG INTO A SACRED LAKE NEAR TOULOUSE TO CAUSE A PESTILENCE TO CEASE. CAEPION, WHO AFTERWARDS FISHED UP THIS TREASURE, FELL SOON AFTER IN BATTLE--A PUNISHMENT FOR CUPIDITY, AND AURUM TOLOSANUM NOW BECAME AN EXPRESSION FOR GOODS DISHONESTLY ACQUIRED. A YEARLY FESTIVAL, LASTING THREE DAYS, TOOK PLACE AT LAKE GÉVAUDAN. GARMENTS, FOOD, AND WAX WERE THROWN INTO THE WATERS, AND ANIMALS WERE SACRIFICED. ON THE FOURTH DAY, IT IS SAID, THERE NEVER FAILED TO SPRING UP A TEMPEST OF RAIN, THUNDER, AND LIGHTNING--A STRANGE REWARD FOR THIS WORSHIP OF THE LAKE. S. COLUMBA ROUTED THE SPIRITS OF A SCOTTISH FOUNTAIN WHICH WAS WORSHIPPED AS A GOD, AND THE WELL NOW BECAME SACRED, PERHAPS TO THE SAINT HIMSELF, WHO WASHED IN IT AND BLESSED IT SO THAT IT CURED DISEASES. ON INSCRIPTIONS A RIVER NAME IS PREFIXED BY SOME DIVINE EPITHET--DEA, AUGUSTA, AND THE WORSHIPPER RECORDS HIS GRATITUDE FOR BENEFITS RECEIVED FROM THE DIVINITY OR THE RIVER ITSELF. BORMANUS, BORMO OR BORVO, DANUVIUS (THE DANUBE), AND LUXOVIUS ARE FOUND ON INSCRIPTIONS AS NAMES OF RIVER OR FOUNTAIN GODS, BUT GODDESSES ARE MORE NUMEROUS--ACIONNA, AVENTIA, BORMANA, BRIXIA, CARPUNDIA, CLUTOIDA, DIVONA, SIRONA, URA--WELL-NYMPHS; AND ICAUNA (THE YONNE), MATRONA, AND SEQUANA (THE SEINE) RIVER-GODDESSES. NO INSCRIPTION TO THE GODDESS OF A LAKE HAS YET BEEN FOUND. SOME PERSONAL NAMES LIKE DUBROGENOS (SON OF THE DUBRON), ENIGENUS (SON OF THE AENUS), AND THE BELIEF OF VIRDUMARUS THAT ONE OF HIS ANCESTORS WAS THE RHINE, POINT TO THE IDEA THAT RIVER-DIVINITIES MIGHT HAVE AMOURS WITH MORTALS AND BEGET PROGENY CALLED BY THEIR NAMES. IN IRELAND, CONCHOBAR WAS SO NAMED FROM THE RIVER WHENCE HIS MOTHER NESSA DREW WATER, PERHAPS BECAUSE HE WAS A CHILD OF THE RIVER-GOD. THE NAME OF THE WATER-DIVINITY WAS SOMETIMES GIVEN TO THE PLACE OF HIS OR HER CULT, OR TO THE TOWNS WHICH SPRANG UP ON THE BANKS OF RIVERS-THE DIVINITY THUS BECOMING A TUTELARY GOD. MANY TOWNS (DIVONNE OR DYONNE, ETC.) HAVE NAMES DERIVED FROM A COMMON CELTIC RIVER NAME DEUONA, "DIVINE." THIS NAME IN VARIOUS FORMS IS FOUND ALL OVER THE CELTIC AREA, AND THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE CELTS, IN THEIR ONWARD PROGRESS, NAMED RIVER AFTER RIVER BY THE NAME OF THE SAME DIVINITY, BELIEVING THAT EACH NEW RIVER WAS A PART OF HIS OR HER KINGDOM. THE NAME WAS PROBABLY FIRST AN APPELLATIVE, THEN A PERSONAL NAME, THE DIVINE RIVER BECOMING A DIVINITY. DEUS NEMAUSUS OCCURS ON VOTIVE TABLETS AT NIMES, THE NAME NEMAUSUS BEING THAT OF THE CLEAR AND ABUNDANT SPRING THERE WHENCE FLOWED THE RIVER OF THE SAME NAME. A SIMILAR NAME OCCURS IN OTHER REGIONS--NEMESA, A TRIBUTARY OF THE MOSELLE; NEMH, THE SOURCE OF THE TARA AND THE FORMER NAME OF THE BLACKWATER; AND NIMIS, A SPANISH RIVER MENTIONED BY APPIAN. ANOTHER GROUP INCLUDES THE MATRONA (MARNE), THE MODER, THE MADDER, THE MARONNE AND MARONNA, AND OTHERS, PROBABLY DERIVED FROM A WORD SIGNIFYING "MOTHER." THE MOTHER-RIVER WAS THAT WHICH WATERED A WHOLE REGION, JUST AS IN THE HINDU SACRED BOOKS THE WATERS ARE MOTHERS, SOURCES OF FERTILITY. THE CELTIC MOTHER-RIVERS WERE PROBABLY GODDESSES, AKIN TO THE MATRES, GIVERS OF PLENTY AND FERTILITY. IN GAUL, SIRONA, A RIVER-GODDESS, IS REPRESENTED LIKE THE MATRES. SHE WAS ASSOCIATED WITH GRANNOS, PERHAPS AS HIS MOTHER, AND PROFESSOR RHŶS EQUATES THE PAIR WITH THE WELSH MODRON AND MABON; MODRON IS PROBABLY CONNECTED WITH MATRONA. IN ANY CASE THE CELTS REGARDED RIVERS AS BESTOWERS OF LIFE, HEALTH, AND PLENTY, AND OFFERED THEM RICH GIFTS AND SACRIFICES. GODS LIKE GRANNOS, BORVO, AND OTHERS, EQUATED WITH APOLLO, PRESIDED OVER HEALING SPRINGS, AND THEY ARE USUALLY ASSOCIATED WITH GODDESSES, AS THEIR HUSBANDS OR SONS. BUT AS THE GODDESSES ARE MORE NUMEROUS, AND AS MOST CELTIC RIVER NAMES ARE FEMININE, FEMALE DIVINITIES OF RIVERS AND SPRINGS DOUBTLESS HAD THE EARLIER AND FOREMOST PLACE, ESPECIALLY AS THEIR CULT WAS CONNECTED WITH FERTILITY. THE GODS, FEWER IN NUMBER, WERE ALL EQUATED WITH APOLLO, BUT THE GODDESSES WERE NOT MERGED BY THE ROMANS INTO THE PERSONALITY OF ONE GODDESS, SINCE THEY THEMSELVES HAD THEIR GROUPS OF RIVER-GODDESSES, NYMPHS AND NAIADS. BEFORE THE ROMAN CONQUEST THE CULT OF WATER-DIVINITIES, FRIENDS OF MANKIND, MUST HAVE FORMED A LARGE PART OF THE POPULAR RELIGION OF GAUL, AND THEIR NAMES MAY BE COUNTED BY HUNDREDS. THERMAL SPRINGS HAD ALSO THEIR GENII, AND THEY WERE APPROPRIATED BY THE ROMANS, SO THAT THE LOCAL GODS NOW SHARED THEIR HEALING POWERS WITH APOLLO, ÆSCULAPIUS, AND THE NYMPHS. THUS, EVERY SPRING, EVERY WOODLAND BROOK, EVERY RIVER IN GLEN OR VALLEY, THE ROARING CATARACT, AND THE LAKE WERE HAUNTED BY DIVINE BEINGS, MAINLY THOUGHT OF AS BEAUTIFUL FEMALES WITH WHOM THE MATRES WERE UNDOUBTEDLY ASSOCIATED. THERE THEY REVEALED THEMSELVES TO THEIR WORSHIPPERS, AND WHEN PAGANISM HAD PASSED AWAY, THEY REMAINED AS FÉES OR FAIRIES HAUNTING SPRING, OR WELL, OR RIVER. SCORES OF FAIRY WELLS STILL EXIST, AND BY THEM MEDIAEVAL KNIGHTS HAD MANY A FABLED AMOUR WITH THOSE BEAUTIFUL BEINGS STILL SEEN BY THE "IGNORANT" BUT ROMANTIC PEASANT. SANCTUARIES WERE ERECTED AT THESE SPRINGS BY GRATEFUL WORSHIPPERS, AND AT SOME OF THEM FESTIVALS WERE HELD, OR THEY WERE THE RESORT OF PILGRIMS. AS SOURCES OF FERTILITY THEY HAD A PLACE IN THE RITUAL OF THE GREAT FESTIVALS, AND SACRED WELLS WERE VISITED ON MIDSUMMER DAY, WHEN ALSO THE RIVER-GODS CLAIMED THEIR HUMAN VICTIMS. SOME OF THE GODDESSES WERE REPRESENTED BY STATUES OR BUSTS IN GALLO-ROMAN TIMES, IF NOT EARLIER, AND OTHER IMAGES OF THEM WHICH HAVE BEEN FOUND WERE OF THE NATURE OF EX-VOTOS, PRESENTED BY WORSHIPPERS IN GRATITUDE FOR THE GODDESS'S HEALING GIFTS. MONEY, INGOTS OF GOLD OR SILVER, AND MODELS OF LIMBS OR OTHER PARTS OF THE BODY WHICH HAD BEEN OR WERE DESIRED TO BE HEALED, WERE ALSO PRESENTED. GREGORY OF TOURS SAYS OF THE GAULS THAT THEY "REPRESENT IN WOOD OR BRONZE THE MEMBERS IN WHICH THEY SUFFER, AND WHOSE HEALING THEY DESIRE, AND PLACE THEM IN A TEMPLE." CONTACT OF THE MODEL WITH THE DIVINITY BROUGHT HEALING TO THE ACTUAL LIMBS ON THE PRINCIPLE OF SYMPATHETIC MAGIC. MANY SUCH MODELS HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED. THUS, IN THE SHRINE OF DEA SEQUANA WAS FOUND A VASE WITH OVER A HUNDRED; ANOTHER CONTAINED OVER EIGHT HUNDRED. INSCRIPTIONS WERE ENGRAVED ON PLAQUES WHICH WERE FASTENED TO THE WALLS OF TEMPLES, OR PLACED IN SPRINGS. LEADEN TABLETS WITH INSCRIPTIONS WERE PLACED IN SPRINGS BY THOSE WHO DESIRED HEALING OR WHEN THE WATERS WERE LOW, AND ON SOME THE ACTUAL WATERS ARE HARDLY DISCRIMINATED FROM THE DIVINITIES. THE LATTER ARE ASKED TO HEAL OR FLOW OR SWELL--WORDS WHICH APPLY MORE TO THE WATERS THAN TO THEM, WHILE THE TABLETS, WITH THEIR FRANK ANIMISM, ALSO SHOW THAT, IN SOME CASES, THERE WERE MANY ELEMENTAL SPIRITS OF A WELL, ONLY SOME OF WHOM WERE RISING TO THE RANK OF A GODDESS. THEY ARE CALLED COLLECTIVELY NISKAS--THE NIXIES OF LATER TRADITION, BUT SOME HAVE PERSONAL NAMES--LERANO, DIBONA, DEA--SHOWING THAT THEY WERE TENDING TO BECOME SEPARATE DIVINE PERSONALITIES. THE PEISGI ARE ALSO APPEALED TO, PERHAPS THE LATER PISKIES, UNLESS THE WORD IS A CORRUPT FORM OF A CELTIC PEISKOS, OR THE LATIN PISCUS, "FISH." THIS IS UNLIKELY, AS FISH COULD NOT EXIST IN A WARM SULPHUROUS SPRING, THOUGH THE CELTS BELIEVED IN THE SACRED FISH OF WELLS OR STREAMS. THE FAIRIES NOW ASSOCIATED WITH WELLS OR WITH A WATER-WORLD BENEATH THEM, ARE USUALLY NAMELESS, AND ONLY IN A FEW CASES HAVE A DEFINITE NAME. THEY, LIKE THE OLDER SPIRITS OF THE WELLS, HAVE GENERALLY A BENEFICENT CHARACTER. THUS, IN THE FOUNTAINS OF LOGRES DWELT DAMSELS WHO FED THE WAYFARER WITH MEAT AND BREAD, UNTIL GRIEVOUS WRONG WAS DONE THEM, WHEN THEY DISAPPEARED AND THE LAND BECAME WASTE.  OCCASIONALLY, HOWEVER, THEY HAVE A MORE MALEVOLENT CHARACTER. THE SPIRIT OF THE WATERS WAS OFTEN EMBODIED IN AN ANIMAL, USUALLY A FISH. EVEN NOW IN BRITTANY THE FAIRY DWELLER IN A SPRING HAS THE FORM OF AN EEL, WHILE IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY HIGHLAND WELLS CONTAINED FISH SO SACRED THAT NO ONE DARED TO CATCH THEM. IN WALES S. CYBI'S WELL CONTAINED A HUGE EEL IN WHOSE VIRTUES THE VILLAGERS BELIEVED, AND TERROR PREVAILED WHEN ANY ONE DARED TO TAKE IT FROM THE WATER. TWO SACRED FISH STILL EXIST IN A HOLY WELL AT NANT PERIS, AND ARE REPLACED BY OTHERS WHEN THEY DIE, THE DEAD FISH BEING BURIED. THIS LATTER ACT, SOLEMNLY PERFORMED, IS A TRUE SIGN OF THE DIVINE OR SACRED CHARACTER OF THE ANIMAL. MANY WELLS WITH SACRED FISH EXIST IN IRELAND, AND THE FISH HAVE USUALLY SOME SUPERNATURAL QUALITY--THEY NEVER ALTER IN SIZE, THEY BECOME INVISIBLE, OR THEY TAKE THE FORM OF BEAUTIFUL WOMEN. ANY ONE DESTROYING SUCH FISH WAS REGARDED AS A SACRILEGIOUS PERSON, AND SOMETIMES A HOSTILE TRIBE KILLED AND ATE THE SACRED FISH OF A DISTRICT INVADED BY THEM, JUST AS EGYPTIANS OF ONE NOME INSULTED THOSE OF ANOTHER BY KILLING THEIR SACRED ANIMALS. IN OLD IRISH BELIEFS THE SALMON WAS THE FISH OF KNOWLEDGE. THUS, WHOEVER ATE THE SALMON OF CONNLA'S WELL WAS DOWERED WITH THE WISDOM WHICH HAD COME TO THEM THROUGH EATING NUTS FROM THE HAZELS OF KNOWLEDGE AROUND THE WELL. IN THIS CASE THE SACRED FISH WAS EATEN, BUT PROBABLY BY CERTAIN PERSONS ONLY--THOSE WHO HAD THE RIGHT TO DO SO. SINEND, WHO WENT TO SEEK INSPIRATION FROM THE WELL, PROBABLY BY EATING ONE OF ITS SALMON, WAS OVERWHELMED BY ITS WATERS. THE LEGEND OF THE SALMON IS PERHAPS BASED ON OLD RITUAL PRACTICES OF THE OCCASIONAL EATING OF A DIVINE ANIMAL. IN OTHER CASES, LEGENDS OF A MIRACULOUS SUPPLY OF FISH FROM SACRED WELLS ARE PERHAPS LATER CHRISTIAN TRADITIONS OF FORMER PAGAN BELIEFS OR CUSTOMS CONCERNING MAGICAL METHODS OF INCREASING A SACRED OR TOTEM ANIMAL SPECIES, LIKE THOSE USED IN CENTRAL AUSTRALIA AND NEW GUINEA. THE FROG IS SOMETIMES THE SACRED ANIMAL, AND THIS RECALLS THE MÄRCHEN OF THE FROG BRIDEGROOM LIVING IN A WELL, WHO INSISTED ON MARRYING THE GIRL WHO DREW ITS WATERS. THOUGH THIS TALE IS NOT PECULIAR TO THE CELTS, IT IS NOT IMPROBABLE THAT THE DIVINE ANIMAL GUARDIAN OF A WELL MAY HAVE BECOME THE HERO OF A FOLK-TALE, ESPECIALLY AS SUCH WELLS WERE SOMETIMES TABU TO WOMEN. A FLY WAS THE GUARDIAN SPIRIT OF S. MICHAEL'S WELL IN BANFFSHIRE. AUGURIES REGARDING HEALTH WERE DRAWN FROM ITS MOVEMENTS, AND IT WAS BELIEVED THAT THE FLY, WHEN IT GREW OLD, TRANSMIGRATED INTO ANOTHER. SUCH BELIEFS WERE NOT PECULIARLY CELTIC. THEY ARE FOUND IN ALL EUROPEAN FOLK-LORE, AND THEY ARE STILL ALIVE AMONG SAVAGES--THE ANIMAL BEING ITSELF DIVINE OR THE PERSONIFICATION OF A DIVINITY. A HUGE SACRED EEL WAS WORSHIPPED BY THE FIJIANS; IN NORTH AMERICA AND ELSEWHERE THERE WERE SERPENT GUARDIANS OF THE WATERS; AND THE SEMITES WORSHIPPED THE FISH OF SACRED WELLS AS INCARNATIONS OR, SYMBOLS OF A GOD. LATER CELTIC FOLK-BELIEF ASSOCIATED MONSTROUS AND MALEVOLENT BEINGS WITH RIVERS AND LAKES. THESE MAY BE THE OLDER DIVINITIES TO WHOM A DEMONIAC FORM HAS BEEN GIVEN, BUT EVEN IN PAGAN TIMES SUCH MONSTROUS BEINGS MAY HAVE BEEN BELIEVED IN, OR THEY MAY BE SURVIVALS OF THE MORE PRIMITIVE MONSTROUS GUARDIANS OF THE WATERS. THE LAST WERE DRAGONS OR SERPENTS, CONVENTIONAL FORMS OF THE REPTILES WHICH ONCE DWELT IN WATERY PLACES, ATTACKING ALL WHO CAME NEAR. THIS OLD IDEA CERTAINLY SURVIVED IN IRISH AND HIGHLAND BELIEF, FOR THE FIANS CONQUERED HUGE DRAGONS OR SERPENTS IN LOCHS, OR SAINTS CHAINED THEM TO THE BOTTOM OF THE WATERS. HENCE THE COMMON PLACE-NAME OF LOCH NA PIAST, "LOCH OF THE MONSTER." IN OTHER TALES THEY EMERGE AND DEVOUR THE IMPIOUS OR FEAST ON THE DEAD. THE DRACS OF FRENCH SUPERSTITION--RIVER MONSTERS WHO ASSUME HUMAN FORM AND DRAG DOWN VICTIMS TO THE DEPTHS, WHERE THEY DEVOUR THEM--RESEMBLE THESE. THE EACH UISGE, OR "WATER-HORSE," A HORSE WITH STARING EYES, WEBBED FEET, AND A SLIMY COAT, IS STILL DREADED. HE ASSUMES DIFFERENT FORMS AND LURES THE UNWARY TO DESTRUCTION, OR HE MAKES LOVE IN HUMAN SHAPE TO WOMEN, SOME OF WHOM DISCOVER HIS TRUE NATURE BY SEEING A PIECE OF WATER-WEED IN HIS HAIR, AND ONLY ESCAPE WITH DIFFICULTY. SUCH A WATER-HORSE WAS FORCED TO DRAG THE CHARIOT OF S. FECHIN OF FORE, AND UNDER HIS INFLUENCE BECAME "GENTLER THAN ANY OTHER HORSE." MANY HIGHLAND LOCHS ARE STILL HAUNTED BY THIS DREADED BEING, AND HE IS ALSO KNOWN IN IRELAND AND FRANCE, WHERE, HOWEVER, HE HAS MORE OF A TRICKY AND LESS OF A DEMONIAC NATURE. HIS HORSE FORM IS PERHAPS CONNECTED WITH THE SIMILAR FORM ASCRIBED TO CELTIC WATER-DIVINITIES. MANANNAN'S HORSES WERE THE WAVES, AND HE WAS INVARIABLY ASSOCIATED WITH A HORSE. EPONA, THE HORSE-GODDESS, WAS PERHAPS ORIGINALLY GODDESS OF A SPRING, AND, LIKE THE MATRES, SHE IS SOMETIMES CONNECTED WITH THE WATERS. HORSES WERE ALSO SACRIFICED TO RIVER-DIVINITIES. BUT THE BENEFICENT WATER-DIVINITIES IN THEIR HORSE FORM HAVE UNDERGONE A CURIOUS DISTORTION, PERHAPS AS THE RESULT OF LATER CHRISTIAN INFLUENCES. THE NAME OF ONE BRANCH OF THE FOMORIANS, THE GOBORCHINN, MEANS THE "HORSE-HEADED," AND ONE OF THEIR KINGS WAS EOCHAID ECHCHENN, OR "HORSE-HEAD." WHETHER THESE HAVE ANY CONNECTION WITH THE WATER-HORSE IS UNCERTAIN. THE FOAMING WATERS MAY HAVE SUGGESTED ANOTHER ANIMAL PERSONIFICATION, SINCE THE NAME OF THE BOYNE IN PTOLEMY, ΒΟΥΟύΙΝΔΑ, IS DERIVED FROM A PRIMITIVE BÓU-S, "OX," AND VINDO-S, "WHITE," IN IRISH BÓ FIND, "WHITE COW." BUT IT IS NOT CERTAIN THAT THIS OR THE CELTIC CULT OF THE BULL WAS CONNECTED WITH THE BELIEF IN THE TARBH UISGE, OR "WATER-BULL," WHICH HAD NO EARS AND COULD ASSUME OTHER SHAPES. IT DWELLS IN LOCHS AND IS GENERALLY FRIENDLY TO MAN, OCCASIONALLY EMERGING TO MATE WITH ORDINARY COWS. IN THE ISLE OF MAN, THE TARROO USHTEY, HOWEVER, BEGETS MONSTERS. THESE CELTIC WATER-MONSTERS HAVE A CURIOUS RESEMBLANCE TO THE AUSTRALIAN BUNYIP. THE URUISG, OFTEN CONFUSED WITH THE BROWNIE, HAUNTS LONELY PLACES AND WATERFALLS, AND, ACCORDING TO HIS MOOD, HELPS OR HARMS THE WAYFARER. HIS APPEARANCE IS THAT OF A MAN WITH SHAGGY HAIR AND BEARD. IN WALES THE AFANC IS A WATER-MONSTER, THOUGH THE WORD FIRST MEANT "DWARF," THEN "WATER-DWARF," OF WHOM MANY KINDS EXISTED. THEY CORRESPOND TO THE IRISH WATER-DWARFS, THE LUCHORPÁIN, DESCENDED WITH THE FOMORIANS AND GOBORCHINN FROM HAM. IN OTHER CASES, THE OLD WATER BEINGS HAVE A MORE PLEASING FORM, LIKE THE SYRENS AND OTHER FAIRY BEINGS WHO HAUNT FRENCH RIVERS, OR THE MERMAIDS OF IRISH ESTUARIES. IN CELTIC FRANCE AND BRITAIN LAKE FAIRIES ARE CONNECTED WITH A WATER-WORLD LIKE THAT OF ELYSIUM TALES, THE REGION OF EARLIER DIVINITIES. THEY UNITE WITH MORTALS, WHO, AS IN THE SWAN-MAIDEN TALES, LOSE THEIR FAIRY BRIDES THROUGH BREAKING A TABU. IN MANY WELSH TALES THE BRIDE IS OBTAINED BY THROWING BREAD AND CHEESE ON THE WATERS, WHEN SHE APPEARS WITH AN OLD MAN WHO HAS ALL THE STRENGTH OF YOUTH. HE PRESENTS HIS DAUGHTER AND A NUMBER OF FAIRY ANIMALS TO THE MORTAL. WHEN SHE DISAPPEARS INTO THE WATERS AFTER THE BREAKING OF THE TABU, THE LAKE IS SOMETIMES DRAINED IN ORDER TO RECOVER HER; THE FATHER THEN APPEARS AND THREATENS TO SUBMERGE THE WHOLE DISTRICT. FATHER AND DAUGHTERS ARE EARLIER LAKE DIVINITIES, AND IN THE BREAD AND CHEESE WE MAY SEE A RELIC OF THE OFFERINGS TO THESE. HUMAN SACRIFICE TO WATER-DIVINITIES IS SUGGESTED BY THE BELIEF THAT WATER-MONSTERS DEVOUR HUMAN BEINGS, AND BY THE TRADITION THAT A RIVER CLAIMS ITS TOLL OF VICTIMS EVERY YEAR. IN POPULAR RHYMES THE ANNUAL CHARACTER OF THE SACRIFICE IS HINTED AT, AND WELSH LEGEND TELLS OF A VOICE HEARD ONCE A YEAR FROM RIVERS OR LAKES, CRYING, "THE HOUR IS COME, BUT THE MAN IS NOT." HERE THERE IS THE TRACE OF AN ABANDONED CUSTOM OF SACRIFICE AND OF THE TRADITIONAL IDEA OF THE ANGER OF THE DIVINITY AT BEING NEGLECTED. SUCH SPIRITS OR GODS, LIKE THE WATER-MONSTERS, WOULD BE EVER ON THE WATCH TO CAPTURE THOSE WHO TRESPASSED ON THEIR DOMAIN. IN SOME CASES, THE VICTIM IS SUPPOSED TO BE CLAIMED ON MIDSUMMER EVE, THE TIME OF THE SACRIFICE IN THE PAGAN PERIOD. THE SPIRITS OF WELLS HAD ALSO A HARMFUL ASPECT TO THOSE, AT LEAST, WHO SHOWED IRREVERENCE IN APPROACHING THEM. THIS IS SEEN IN LEGENDS ABOUT THE DANGER OF LOOKING RASHLY INTO A WELL OR NEGLECTING TO COVER IT, OR IN THE BELIEF THAT ONE MUST NOT LOOK BACK AFTER VISITING THE WELL. SPIRITS OF WELLS WERE ALSO BESOUGHT TO DO HARM TO ENEMIES. LEGENDS TELLING OF THE DANGER OF REMOVING OR ALTERING A WELL, OR OF THE WELL MOVING ELSEWHERE BECAUSE A WOMAN WASHED HER HANDS IN IT, POINT TO OLD TABUS CONCERNING WELLS. BOAND, WIFE OF NECHTAIN, WENT TO THE FAIRY WELL WHICH HE AND HIS CUP-BEARERS ALONE MIGHT VISIT, AND WHEN SHE SHOWED HER CONTEMPT FOR IT, THE WATERS ROSE AND DESTROYED HER. THEY NOW FLOW AS THE RIVER BOYNE. SINEND MET WITH A SIMILAR FATE FOR INTRUDING ON CONNLA'S WELL, IN THIS CASE THE PURSUING WATERS BECAME THE SHANNON. THESE ARE VARIANTS OF A STORY WHICH MIGHT BE USED TO EXPLAIN THE ORIGIN OF ANY RIVER, BUT THE LEGENDS SUGGEST THAT CERTAIN WELLS WERE TABU TO WOMEN BECAUSE CERTAIN BRANCHES OF KNOWLEDGE, TAUGHT BY THE WELL, MUST BE RESERVED FOR MEN. THE LEGENDS SAID IN EFFECT, "SEE WHAT CAME OF WOMEN OBTRUDING BEYOND THEIR PROPER SPHERE." SAVAGE "MYSTERIES" ARE USUALLY TABU TO WOMEN, WHO ALSO EXCLUDE MEN FROM THEIR SACRED RITES. ON THE OTHER HAND, AS ALL TRIBAL LORE WAS ONCE IN THE HANDS OF THE WISE WOMAN, SUCH TABUS AND LEGENDS MAY HAVE ARISEN WHEN MEN BEGAN TO CLAIM SUCH LORE. IN OTHER LEGENDS WOMEN ARE CONNECTED WITH WELLS, AS THE GUARDIANS WHO MUST KEEP THEM LOCKED UP SAVE WHEN WATER WAS DRAWN. WHEN THE WOMAN NEGLECTED TO REPLACE THE COVER, THE WATERS BURST FORTH, OVERWHELMING HER, AND FORMED A LOCH. THE WOMAN IS THE PRIESTESS OF THE WELL WHO, NEGLECTING PART OF ITS RITUAL, IS PUNISHED. EVEN IN RECENT TIMES WE FIND SACRED WELLS IN CHARGE OF A WOMAN WHO INSTRUCTS THE VISITORS IN THE DUE RITUAL TO BE PERFORMED. IF SUCH LEGENDS AND SURVIVALS THUS POINT TO FORMER CELTIC PRIESTESSES OF WELLS, THESE ARE PARALLELED BY THE NORSE HORGABRUDAR, GUARDIANS OF WELLS, NOW ELVES LIVING IN THE WATERS. THAT SUCH LEGENDS ARE BASED ON THE RITUAL OF WELL-WORSHIP IS SUGGESTED BY BOAND'S WALKING THREE TIMES WIDDERSHINS ROUND THE WELL, INSTEAD OF THE CUSTOMARY DEISEIL. THE DUE RITUAL MUST BE OBSERVED, AND THE STORIES ARE A WARNING AGAINST ITS NEGLECT. IN SPITE OF TWENTY CENTURIES OF CHRISTIANITY AND THE ANATHEMAS OF SAINTS AND COUNCILS, THE OLD PAGAN PRACTICES AT HEALING WELLS HAVE SURVIVED--A STRIKING INSTANCE OF HUMAN CONSERVATISM. S. PATRICK FOUND THE PAGANS OF HIS DAY WORSHIPPING A WELL CALLED SLÁN, "HEALTH-GIVING," AND OFFERING SACRIFICES TO IT, AND THE IRISH PEASANT TO-DAY HAS NO DOUBT THAT THERE IS SOMETHING DIVINE ABOUT HIS HOLY WELLS. THE CELTS BROUGHT THE BELIEF IN THE DIVINITY OF SPRINGS AND WELLS WITH THEM, BUT WOULD NATURALLY ADOPT LOCAL CULTS WHEREVER THEY FOUND THEM. AFTERWARDS THE CHURCH PLACED THE OLD PAGAN WELLS UNDER THE PROTECTION OF SAINTS, BUT PART OF THE RITUAL OFTEN REMAINED UNCHANGED. HENCE MANY WELLS HAVE BEEN VENERATED FOR AGES BY DIFFERENT RACES AND THROUGH CHANGES IN RELIGION AND POLITY. THUS, AT THE THERMAL SPRINGS OF VICARELLO OFFERINGS HAVE BEEN FOUND WHICH SHOW THAT THEIR CULT HAS CONTINUED FROM THE STONE AGE, THROUGH THE BRONZE AGE, TO THE DAYS OF ROMAN CIVILIZATION, AND SO INTO MODERN TIMES; NOR IS THIS A SOLITARY INSTANCE. BUT IT SERVES TO SHOW THAT ALL RACES, HIGH AND LOW, PRESERVE THE GREAT OUTLINES OF PRIMITIVE NATURE RELIGION UNCHANGED. IN ALL PROBABILITY THE RITUAL OF THE HEALING WELLS HAS ALSO REMAINED IN GREAT PART UNALTERED, AND WHEREVER IT IS FOUND IT FOLLOWS THE SAME GENERAL TYPE. THE PATIENT PERAMBULATED THE WELL THREE TIMES DEISEIL OR SUN-WISE, TAKING CARE NOT TO UTTER A WORD. THEN HE KNELT AT THE WELL AND PRAYED TO THE DIVINITY FOR HIS HEALING. IN MODERN TIMES THE SAINT, BUT OCCASIONALLY THE WELL ITSELF, IS PRAYED TO. THEN HE DRANK OF THE WATERS, BATHED IN THEM, OR LAVED HIS LIMBS OR SORES, PROBABLY ATTENDED BY THE PRIESTESS OF THE WELL. HAVING PAID HER DUES, HE MADE AN OFFERING TO THE DIVINITY OF THE WELL, AND AFFIXED THE BANDAGE OR PART OF HIS CLOTHING TO THE WELL OR A TREE NEAR BY, THAT THROUGH IT HE MIGHT BE IN CONTINUOUS RAPPORT WITH THE HEALING INFLUENCES. RITUAL FORMULAE PROBABLY ACCOMPANIED THESE ACTS, BUT OTHERWISE NO WORD WAS SPOKEN, AND THE PATIENT MUST NOT LOOK BACK ON LEAVING THE WELL. SPECIAL TIMES, BELTANE, MIDSUMMER, OR AUGUST 1ST, WERE FAVORABLE FOR SUCH VISITS, AND WHERE A PATIENT WAS TOO ILL TO PRESENT HIMSELF AT THE WELL, ANOTHER MIGHT PERFORM THE RITUAL FOR HIM. THE RAG, OR CLOTHING HUNG ON THE TREE SEEMS TO CONNECT THE SPIRIT OF THE TREE WITH THAT OF THE WELL, AND TREE AND WELL ARE OFTEN FOUND TOGETHER. BUT SOMETIMES IT IS THROWN INTO THE WELL, JUST AS THE GAULISH VILLAGERS OF S. GREGORY'S DAY THREW OFFERINGS OF CLOTH AND WOOL INTO A SACRED LAKE. THE RAG IS EVEN NOW REGARDED IN THE LIGHT OF AN OFFERING, AND SUCH OFFERINGS, VARYING FROM VALUABLE ARTICLES OF CLOTHING TO MERE RAGS, ARE STILL HUNG ON SACRED TREES BY THE FOLK. IT THUS PROBABLY HAS ALWAYS HAD A SACRIFICIAL ASPECT IN THE RITUAL OF THE WELL, BUT AS MAGIC AND RELIGION CONSTANTLY BLEND, IT HAD ALSO ITS MAGICAL ASPECT. THE RAG, ONCE IN CONTACT WITH THE PATIENT, TRANSFERRED HIS DISEASE TO THE TREE, OR, BEING STILL SUBTLY CONNECTED WITH HIM, THROUGH IT THE HEALING PROPERTIES PASSED OVER TO HIM. THE OFFERING THROWN INTO THE WELL--A PIN, COIN, ETC., MAY ALSO HAVE THIS DOUBLE ASPECT. THE SORE IS OFTEN PRICKED OR RUBBED WITH THE PIN AS IF TO TRANSFER THE DISEASE TO THE WELL, AND IF PICKED UP BY ANOTHER PERSON, THE DISEASE MAY PASS TO HIM. THIS IS ALSO TRUE OF THE COIN. BUT OTHER EXAMPLES SHOW THE SACRIFICIAL NATURE OF THE PIN OR OTHER TRIFLE, WHICH IS PROBABLY SYMBOLIC OR A SURVIVAL OF A MORE COSTLY OFFERING. IN SOME CASES, IT IS THOUGHT THAT THOSE WHO DO NOT LEAVE IT AT THE WELL FROM WHICH THEY HAVE DRUNK WILL DIE OF THIRST, AND WHERE A COIN IS OFFERED IT IS OFTEN SUPPOSED TO DISAPPEAR, BEING TAKEN BY THE SPIRIT OF THE WELL. THE COIN HAS CLEARLY THE NATURE OF AN OFFERING, AND SOMETIMES IT MUST BE OF GOLD OR SILVER, WHILE THE ANTIQUITY OF THE CUSTOM ON CELTIC GROUND IS SEEN BY THE CLASSICAL DESCRIPTIONS OF THE COINS GLITTERING IN THE POOL OF CLITUMNUS AND OF THE "GOLD OF TOULOUSE" HID IN SACRED TANKS. IT IS ALSO AN OLD AND WIDESPREAD BELIEF THAT ALL WATER BELONGS TO SOME DIVINE OR MONSTROUS GUARDIAN, WHO WILL NOT PART WITH ANY OF IT WITHOUT A QUID PRO QUO. IN MANY CASES THE TWO RITES OF RAG AND PIN ARE NOT BOTH USED, AND THIS MAY SHOW THAT ORIGINALLY, THEY HAD THE SAME PURPOSE--MAGICAL OR SACRIFICIAL, OR PERHAPS BOTH. OTHER SACRIFICES WERE ALSO MADE--AN ANIMAL, FOOD, OR AN EX VOTO, THE LAST OCCURRING EVEN IN LATE SURVIVALS AS AT S. THENEW'S WELL, GLASGOW, WHERE EVEN IN THE, EIGHTEENTH CENTURY TIN CUT TO REPRESENT THE DISEASED MEMBER WAS PLACED ON THE TREE, OR AT S. WINIFRED'S WELL IN WALES, WHERE CRUTCHES WERE LEFT. CERTAIN WATERS HAD THE POWER OF EJECTING THE DEMON OF MADNESS. BESIDES DRINKING, THE PATIENT WAS THROWN INTO THE WATERS, THE SHOCK BEING INTENDED TO DRIVE THE DEMON AWAY, AS ELSEWHERE DEMONS ARE EXORCISED BY FLAGELLATION OR BEATING. THE DIVINITY OF THE WATERS AIDED THE PROCESS, AND AN OFFERING WAS USUALLY MADE TO HIM. IN OTHER CASES, THE SACRED WATERS WERE SUPPOSED TO WARD OFF DISEASE FROM THE DISTRICT OR FROM THOSE WHO DRANK OF THEM. OR, AGAIN, THEY HAD THE POWER OF CONFERRING FERTILITY. WOMEN MADE PILGRIMAGES TO WELLS, DRANK OR BATHED IN THE WATERS, IMPLORED THE SPIRIT OR SAINT TO GRANT THEM OFFSPRING, AND MADE A DUE OFFERING. SPIRIT OR SAINT, BY A TRANSFER OF HIS POWER, PRODUCED FRUITFULNESS, BUT THE IDEA WAS IN HARMONY WITH THE RECOGNIZED POWER OF WATER TO PURIFY, STRENGTHEN, AND HEAL. WOMEN, FOR A SIMILAR REASON, DRANK OR WASHED IN THE WATERS OR WORE SOME ARTICLES DIPPED IN THEM, IN ORDER TO HAVE AN EASY DELIVERY OR ABUNDANCE OF MILK. THE WATERS ALSO GAVE ORACLES, THEIR METHOD OF FLOWING THE AMOUNT OF WATER IN THE WELL, THE APPEARANCE OR NON-APPEARANCE OF BUBBLES AT THE SURFACE WHEN AN OFFERING WAS THROWN IN, THE SINKING OR FLOATING OF VARIOUS ARTICLES, ALL INDICATING WHETHER A CURE WAS LIKELY TO OCCUR, WHETHER FORTUNE OR MISFORTUNE AWAITED THE INQUIRER, OR, IN THE CASE OF GIRLS, WHETHER THEIR [SEXLESS] LOVERS WOULD BE FAITHFUL. THE MOVEMENTS OF THE ANIMAL GUARDIAN OF THE WELL WERE ALSO OMINOUS TO THE VISITOR. RIVERS OR RIVER DIVINITIES WERE ALSO APPEALED TO. IN CASES OF SUSPECTED FIDELITY, THE CELTS DWELLING BY THE RHINE PLACED THE NEWLY-BORN CHILD IN A SHIELD ON THE WATERS. IF IT FLOATED THE MOTHER WAS INNOCENT; IF IT SANK IT WAS ALLOWED TO DROWN, AND SHE WAS PUT TO DEATH. GIRLS WHOSE PURITY WAS SUSPECTED WERE SIMILARLY TESTED, AND S. GREGORY OF TOURS TELLS HOW A WOMAN ACCUSED OF ADULTERY WAS PROVED BY BEING THROWN INTO THE SAÔNE. THE MEDIAEVAL WITCH ORDEAL BY WATER IS CONNECTED WITH THIS CUSTOM, WHICH IS, HOWEVER, WIDESPREAD. THE MALEVOLENT ASPECT OF THE SPIRIT OF THE WELL IS SEEN IN THE "CURSING WELLS" OF WHICH IT WAS THOUGHT THAT WHEN SOME ARTICLE INSCRIBED WITH AN ENEMY'S NAME WAS THROWN INTO THEM WITH THE ACCOMPANIMENT OF A CURSE, THE SPIRIT OF THE WELL WOULD CAUSE HIS DEATH. IN SOME CASES, THE CURSE WAS INSCRIBED ON A LEADEN TABLET THROWN INTO THE WATERS, JUST AS, IN OTHER CASES, A PRAYER FOR THE OFFERER'S BENEFIT WAS ENGRAVED ON IT. OR, AGAIN, OBJECTS OVER WHICH A CHARM HAD BEEN SAID WERE PLACED IN A WELL THAT THE VICTIM WHO DREW WATER MIGHT BE INJURED. AN EXCELLENT INSTANCE OF A CURSING-WELL IS THAT OF FYNNON ELIAN IN DENBIGH, WHICH MUST ONCE HAVE HAD A GUARDIAN PRIESTESS, FOR IN 1815 AN OLD WOMAN WHO HAD CHARGE OF IT PRESIDED AT THE CEREMONY. SHE WROTE THE NAME OF THE VICTIM IN A BOOK, RECEIVING A GIFT AT THE SAME TIME. A PIN WAS DROPPED INTO THE WELL IN THE NAME OF THE VICTIM, AND THROUGH IT AND THROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF HIS NAME, THE SPIRIT OF THE WELL ACTED UPON HIM TO HIS HURT. OBVIOUSLY, RITES LIKE THESE, IN WHICH MAGIC AND RELIGION MINGLE, ARE NOT PURELY CELTIC, BUT IT IS OF INTEREST TO NOTE THEIR EXISTENCE IN CELTIC LANDS AND AMONG CELTIC FOLK. 
CHAPTER XIII.
TREE AND PLANT WORSHIP.
THE CELTS HAD THEIR OWN CULT OF TREES, BUT THEY ADOPTED LOCAL CULTS--LIGURIAN, IBERIAN, AND OTHERS. THE FAGUS DEUS (THE DIVINE BEECH), THE SEX ARBOR OR SEX ARBORES OF PYRENEAN INSCRIPTIONS, AND AN ANONYMOUS GOD REPRESENTED BY A CONIFER ON AN ALTAR AT TOULOUSE, PROBABLY POINT TO LOCAL LIGURIAN TREE CULTS CONTINUED BY THE CELTS INTO ROMAN TIMES. FORESTS WERE ALSO PERSONIFIED OR RULED BY A SINGLE GODDESS, LIKE DEA ARDUINNA OF THE ARDENNES AND DEA ABNOBA OF THE BLACK FOREST. BUT MORE PRIMITIVE IDEAS PREVAILED, LIKE THAT WHICH ASSIGNED A WHOLE CLASS OF TREE-DIVINITIES TO A FOREST, THE FATAE DERVONES, SPIRITS OF THE OAK-WOODS OF NORTHERN ITALY. GROUPS OF TREES LIKE SEX ARBORES [BRANCH-WORK, VINE-WORK OR LATTICEWORK] WERE VENERATED, PERHAPS FOR THEIR HEIGHT, ISOLATION, OR SOME OTHER PECULIARITY. THE CELTS MADE THEIR SACRED PLACES IN DARK GROVES, THE TREES BEING HUNG WITH OFFERINGS OR WITH THE HEADS OF VICTIMS. HUMAN SACRIFICES WERE HUNG OR IMPALED ON TREES, BY THE WARRIORS OF BOUDICCA. THESE, LIKE THE OFFERINGS STILL PLACED BY THE FOLK ON SACRED TREES, WERE ATTACHED TO THEM BECAUSE THE TREES WERE THE ABODE OF SPIRITS OR DIVINITIES WHO IN MANY CASES HAD POWER OVER VEGETATION. PLINY SAID OF THE CELTS: THEY ESTEEM NOTHING MORE SACRED THAN THE MISTLETOE AND THE TREE ON WHICH IT GROWS. BUT APART FROM THIS THEY CHOOSE OAK-WOODS FOR THEIR SACRED GROVES, AND PERFORM NO SACRED RITE WITHOUT USING OAK BRANCHES." MAXIMUS OF TYRE ALSO SPEAKS OF THE CELTIC (? GERMAN) IMAGE OF ZEUS AS A LOFTY OAK, AND AN OLD IRISH GLOSSARY GIVES DAUR, "OAK," AS AN EARLY IRISH NAME FOR "GOD," AND GLOSSES IT BY DIA, "GOD." THE SACRED NEED-FIRE MAY HAVE BEEN OBTAINED BY FRICTION FROM OAK-WOOD, AND IT IS BECAUSE OF THE OLD SACREDNESS OF THE OAK THAT A PIECE OF ITS WOOD IS STILL USED AS A TALISMAN IN BRITTANY. OTHER ARYAN FOLK, BESIDES THE CELTS REGARDED THE OAK AS THE SYMBOL OF A HIGH GOD, OF THE SUN OR THE SKY, BUT PROBABLY THIS WAS NOT ITS EARLIEST SIGNIFICANCE. OAK FORESTS WERE ONCE MORE EXTENSIVE OVER EUROPE THAN THEY ARE NOW, AND THE OLD TRADITION THAT MEN ONCE LIVED ON ACORNS HAS BEEN SHOWN TO BE WELL-FOUNDED BY THE WITNESS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS, IN NORTHERN ITALY. A PEOPLE LIVING IN AN OAK REGION AND SUBSISTING IN PART ON ACORNS MIGHT EASILY TAKE THE OAK AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SPIRIT OF VEGETATION OR GROWTH. IT WAS LONG-LIVED, ITS FOLIAGE WAS A PROTECTION, IT SUPPLIED FOOD, ITS WOOD WAS USED AS FUEL, AND IT WAS THUS CLEARLY THE FRIEND OF MAN. FOR THESE REASONS, AND BECAUSE IT WAS THE MOST ABIDING AND LIVING THING MEN KNEW, IT BECAME THE EMBODIMENT OF THE SPIRITS OF LIFE AND GROWTH. FOLK-LORE SURVIVALS SHOW THAT THE SPIRIT OF VEGETATION IN THE SHAPE OF HIS REPRESENTATIVE WAS ANNUALLY SLAIN WHILE YET IN FULL VIGOR, THAT HIS LIFE MIGHT BENEFIT ALL THINGS AND BE PASSED ON UNDIMINISHED TO HIS SUCCESSOR. HENCE THE OAK OR A HUMAN BEING REPRESENTING THE SPIRIT OF VEGETATION, OR BOTH TOGETHER, WERE BURNED IN THE MIDSUMMER FIRES. HOW, THEN, DID THE OAK COME TO SYMBOLIZE A GOD EQUATED WITH ZEUS, THOUGH THE EQUATION MAY BE WORTHLESS, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE CONNECTION LAY IN THE FACT THAT ZEUS AND JUPITER HAD AGRICULTURAL FUNCTIONS, OR THAT, WHEN THE EQUATION WAS MADE, THE EARLIER SPIRIT OF VEGETATION HAD BECOME A DIVINITY WITH FUNCTIONS RESEMBLING THOSE OF ZEUS. THE FIRES WERE KINDLED TO RECRUIT THE SUN'S LIFE; THEY WERE FED WITH OAK-WOOD, AND IN THEM AN OAK OR A HUMAN VICTIM REPRESENTING THE SPIRIT EMBODIED IN THE OAK WAS BURNED. HENCE IT MAY HAVE BEEN THOUGHT THAT THE SUN WAS STRENGTHENED BY THE FIRE RESIDING IN THE SACRED OAK; IT WAS THUS "THE ORIGINAL STOREHOUSE OR RESERVOIR OF THE FIRE WHICH WAS FROM TIME TO TIME DRAWN OUT TO FEED THE SUN." THE OAK THUS BECAME THE SYMBOL OF A BRIGHT GOD ALSO CONNECTED WITH GROWTH. BUT, TO JUDGE BY FOLK SURVIVALS, THE OLDER CONCEPTION STILL REMAINED POTENT, AND TREE OR HUMAN VICTIM AFFECTED FOR GOOD ALL VEGETABLE GROWTH AS WELL AS MAN'S LIFE, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME THE FIRE STRENGTHENED THE SUN. DR. EVANS ARGUES THAT "THE ORIGINAL HOLY OBJECT WITHIN THE CENTRAL TRILITHS OF STONEHENGE WAS A SACRED TREE," AN OAK, IMAGE OF THE CELTIC ZEUS. THE TREE AND THE STONES, ONCE ASSOCIATED WITH ANCESTOR WORSHIP, HAD BECOME SYMBOLS OF "A MORE CELESTIAL SPIRIT OR SPIRITS THAN THOSE OF DEPARTED HUMAN BEINGS." BUT STONEHENGE HAS NOW BEEN PROVED TO HAVE BEEN IN EXISTENCE BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF THE CELTS, HENCE SUCH A CULT MUST HAVE BEEN PRE-CELTIC, THOUGH IT MAY QUITE WELL HAVE BEEN ADOPTED BY THE CELTS. WHETHER THIS HYPOTHETICAL CULT WAS PRACTICED BY A TRIBE, A GROUP OF TRIBES, OR BY THE WHOLE PEOPLE, MUST REMAIN OBSCURE, AND, INDEED, IT MAY WELL BE QUESTIONED WHETHER STONEHENGE WAS EVER MORE THAN THE SCENE OF SOME ANCESTRAL RITES. OTHER TREES--THE YEW, THE CYPRESS, THE ALDER, AND THE ASH, WERE VENERATED, TO JUDGE BY WHAT LUCAN RELATES OF THE SACRED GROVE AT MARSEILLES. THE IRISH DRUIDS ATTRIBUTED SPECIAL VIRTUES TO THE HAZEL, ROWAN, AND YEW, THE WOOD OF WHICH WAS USED IN MAGICAL CEREMONIES DESCRIBED IN IRISH TEXTS. FIRES OF ROWAN WERE LIT BY THE DRUIDS OF RIVAL ARMIES, AND INCANTATIONS SAID OVER THEM IN ORDER TO DISCOMFIT THE OPPOSING HOST, AND THE WOOD OF ALL THESE TREES IS STILL BELIEVED TO BE EFFICACIOUS AGAINST FAIRIES AND WITCHES. THE IRISH BILE WAS A SACRED TREE, OF GREAT AGE, GROWING OVER A HOLY WELL OR FORT. FIVE OF THEM ARE DESCRIBED IN THE DINDSENCHAS, AND ONE WAS AN OAK, WHICH NOT ONLY YIELDED ACORNS, BUT NUTS AND APPLES. THE MYTHIC TREES OF ELYSIUM HAD THE SAME VARIED FRUITAGE, AND THE REASON IN BOTH CASES IS PERHAPS THE FACT THAT WHEN THE CULTIVATED APPLE TOOK THE PLACE OF ACORNS AND NUTS AS A FOOD STAPLE, WORDS SIGNIFYING "NUT" OR "ACORN" WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE APPLE. A MYTH OF TREES ON WHICH ALL THESE FRUITS GREW MIGHT THEN EASILY ARISE. ANOTHER IRISH BILE WAS A YEW DESCRIBED IN A POEM AS "A FIRM STRONG GOD," WHILE SUCH PHRASES IN THIS POEM AS "WORD-PURE MAN," "JUDGMENT OF ORIGIN," "SPELL OF KNOWLEDGE," MAY HAVE SOME REFERENCE TO THE CUSTOM OF WRITING DIVINATIONS IN OGHAM ON RODS OF YEW. THE OTHER BILE WERE ASH-TREES, AND FROM ONE OF THEM THE FIR BILE, "MEN OF THE TREE," WERE NAMED--PERHAPS A TOTEM-CLAN. THE LIVES OF KINGS AND CHIEFS APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN CONNECTED WITH THESE TREES, PROBABLY AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SPIRIT OF VEGETATION EMBODIED IN THE TREE, AND UNDER THEIR SHADOW THEY WERE INAUGURATED. BUT AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR THE KING WAS SLAIN, SO DOUBTLESS THESE PRE-EMINENT SACRED TREES WERE TOO SACRED, TOO MUCH CHARGED WITH SUPERNATURAL FORCE, TO BE CUT DOWN AND BURNED, AND THE YEARLY RITUAL WOULD BE PERFORMED WITH ANOTHER TREE. BUT IN TIME OF FEUD ONE TRIBE GLORIED IN DESTROYING THE BILE OF ANOTHER; AND EVEN IN THE TENTH CENTURY, WHEN THE BILE MAIGHE ADAIR WAS DESTROYED BY MAELOEOHLEN THE ACT WAS REGARDED WITH HORROR. "BUT, O READER, THIS DEED DID NOT PASS UNPUNISHED." OF ANOTHER BILE, THAT OF BORRISOKANE, IT WAS SAID THAT ANY HOUSE IN WHICH A FRAGMENT OF IT WAS BURNED WOULD ITSELF BE DESTROYED BY FIRE. TRIBAL AND PERSONAL NAMES POINT TO BELIEF IN DESCENT FROM TREE GODS OR SPIRITS AND PERHAPS TO TOTEMISM. THE EBURONES WERE THE YEW-TREE TRIBE (EBUROS); THE BITURIGES PERHAPS HAD THE MISTLETOE FOR THEIR SYMBOL, AND THEIR SURNAME VIVISCI IMPLIES THAT THEY WERE CALLED "MISTLETOE MEN." IF BILE (TREE) IS CONNECTED WITH THE NAME BILE, THAT OF THE ANCESTOR OF THE MILESIANS, THIS MAY POINT TO SOME MYTH OF DESCENT FROM A SACRED TREE, AS IN THE CASE OF THE FIR BILE, OR "MEN OF THE TREE." OTHER NAMES LIKE GUIDGEN (VIDUO-GENOS, "SON OF THE TREE"), DERGEN (DERVO-GENOS, "SON OF THE OAK"), GUERNGEN (VERNO-GENOS, "SON OF THE ALDER"), IMPLY FILIATION TO A TREE. THOUGH THESE NAMES BECAME CONVENTIONAL, THEY EXPRESS WHAT HAD ONCE BEEN A LIVING BELIEF. NAMES BORROWED DIRECTLY FROM TREES ARE ALSO FOUND--EBUROS OR EBUR, "YEW," DERUA OR DERUACUS, "OAK," ETC. 
THE VENERATION OF TREES GROWING BESIDE BURIAL MOUNDS OR MEGALITHIC MONUMENTS WAS PROBABLY A PRE-CELTIC CULT CONTINUED BY THE CELTS. THE TREE EMBODIED THE GHOST OF THE PERSON BURIED UNDER IT, BUT SUCH A GHOST COULD THEN HARDLY BE DIFFERENTIATED FROM A TREE SPIRIT OR DIVINITY. EVEN NOW IN CELTIC DISTRICTS EXTREME VENERATION EXISTS FOR TREES GROWING IN CEMETERIES AND IN OTHER PLACES. IT IS DANGEROUS TO CUT THEM DOWN OR TO PLUCK A LEAF OR BRANCH FROM THEM, WHILE IN BRETON CHURCHYARDS THE YEW IS THOUGHT TO SPREAD A ROOT TO THE MOUTH OF EACH CORPSE. THE STORY OF THE GRAVE OF CYPERISSA, DAUGHTER OF A CELTIC KING IN THE DANUBE REGION, FROM WHICH FIRST SPRANG THE "MOURNFUL CYPRESS," IS CONNECTED WITH UNIVERSAL LEGENDS OF TREES GROWING FROM THE GRAVES OF LOVERS UNTIL THEIR BRANCHES INTERTWINE. THESE EMBODY THE BELIEF THAT THE SPIRIT OF THE DEAD IS IN THE TREE, WHICH WAS THUS IN ALL LIKELIHOOD THE OBJECT OF A CULT. INSTANCES OF THESE LEGENDS OCCUR IN CELTIC STORY. YEW-STAKES DRIVEN THROUGH THE BODIES OF NAISI AND DEIRDRE TO KEEP THEM APART, BECAME YEW-TREES THE TOPS OF WHICH EMBRACED OVER ARMAGH CATHEDRAL. A YEW SPRANG FROM THE GRAVE OF BAILÉ MAC BUAIN, AND AN APPLE-TREE FROM THAT OF HIS LOVER AILLINN, AND THE TOP OF EACH HAD THE FORM OF THEIR HEADS. THE IDENTIFICATION OF TREE AND GHOST IS HERE COMPLETE. THE ELDER, ROWAN, AND THORN ARE STILL PLANTED ROUND HOUSES TO KEEP OFF WITCHES, OR SPRIGS OF ROWAN ARE PLACED OVER DOORWAYS--A SURVIVAL FROM THE TIME WHEN THEY WERE BELIEVED TO BE TENANTED BY A BENEFICENT SPIRIT HOSTILE TO EVIL INFLUENCES. IN IRELAND AND THE ISLE OF MAN THE THORN IS THOUGHT TO BE THE RESORT OF FAIRIES, AND THEY, EKE THE WOODLAND FAIRIES OR "WOOD MEN" ARE PROBABLY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE OLDER TREE SPIRITS AND GODS OF GROVES AND FORESTS. TREE-WORSHIP WAS ROOTED IN THE OLDEST NATURE WORSHIP, AND THE CHURCH HAD THE UTMOST DIFFICULTY IN SUPPRESSING IT. COUNCILS FULMINATED AGAINST THE CULT OF TREES, AGAINST OFFERINGS TO THEM OR THE PLACING OF LIGHTS BEFORE THEM AND BEFORE WELLS OR STONES, AND AGAINST THE BELIEF THAT CERTAIN TREES WERE TOO SACRED TO BE CUT DOWN OR BURNED. HEAVY FINES WERE LEVIED AGAINST THOSE WHO PRACTICED THESE RITES, YET STILL THEY CONTINUED. AMATOR, BISHOP OF AUXERRE, TRIED TO STOP THE WORSHIP OF A LARGE PEAR-TREE STANDING IN THE CENTER OF THE TOWN AND ON WHICH THE SEMI-CHRISTIAN INHABITANTS HUNG ANIMALS' HEADS WITH MUCH RIBALDRY. AT LAST S. GERMANUS DESTROYED IT, BUT AT THE RISK OF HIS LIFE. S. MARTIN OF TOURS WAS ALLOWED TO DESTROY A TEMPLE, BUT THE PEOPLE WOULD NOT PERMIT HIM TO ATTACK A MUCH VENERATED PINE-TREE WHICH STOOD BESIDE IT--AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF THE WAY IN WHICH THE MORE OFFICIAL PAGANISM FELL BEFORE CHRISTIANITY, WHILE THE OLDER RELIGION OF THE SOIL, FROM WHICH IT SPRANG, COULD NOT BE ENTIRELY ERADICATED. THE CHURCH OFTEN EFFECTED A COMPROMISE. IMAGES OF THE GODS AFFIXED TO TREES WERE REPLACED BY THOSE OF THE VIRGIN, BUT WITH CURIOUS RESULTS. LEGENDS AROSE TELLING HOW THE FAITHFUL HAD BEEN LED TO SUCH TREES AND THERE DISCOVERED THE IMAGE OF THE MADONNA MIRACULOUSLY PLACED AMONG THE BRANCHES. THESE ARE ANALOGOUS TO THE LEGENDS OF THE DISCOVERY OF IMAGES OF THE VIRGIN IN THE EARTH, SUCH IMAGES BEING REALLY THOSE OF THE MATRES. REPRESENTATIONS OF SACRED TREES ARE OCCASIONALLY MET WITH ON COINS, ALTARS, AND EX VOTOS. IF THE INTERPRETATION BE CORRECT WHICH SEES A REPRESENTATION OF PART OF THE CÚCHULAINN LEGEND ON THE PARIS AND TRÈVES ALTARS, THE TREES FIGURED THERE WOULD NOT NECESSARILY BE SACRED. BUT OTHERWISE THEY MAY DEPICT SACRED TREES. WE NOW TURN TO PLINY'S ACCOUNT OF THE MISTLETOE RITE. THE DRUIDS HELD NOTHING MORE SACRED THAN THIS PLANT AND THE TREE ON WHICH IT GREW, PROBABLY AN OAK. OF IT, GROVES WERE FORMED, WHILE BRANCHES OF THE OAK WERE USED IN ALL RELIGIOUS RITES. EVERYTHING GROWING ON THE OAK HAD BEEN SENT FROM HEAVEN, AND THE PRESENCE OF THE MISTLETOE SHOWED THAT GOD HAD SELECTED THE TREE FOR ESPECIAL FAVOR. RARE AS IT WAS, WHEN FOUND THE MISTLETOE WAS THE OBJECT OF A CAREFUL RITUAL. ON THE SIXTH DAY OF THE MOON IT WAS CULLED. PREPARATIONS FOR A SACRIFICE AND FEAST WERE MADE BENEATH THE TREE, AND TWO WHITE BULLS WHOSE HORNS HAD NEVER BEEN BOUND WERE BROUGHT THERE. A DRUID, CLAD, IN WHITE, ASCENDED THE TREE AND CUT THE MISTLETOE WITH A GOLDEN SICKLE. AS IT FELL IT WAS CAUGHT IN A WHITE CLOTH; THE BULLS WERE THEN SACRIFICED, AND PRAYER WAS MADE THAT GOD WOULD MAKE HIS GIFT PROSPEROUS TO THOSE ON WHOM HE HAD BESTOWED IT. THE MISTLETOE WAS CALLED "THE UNIVERSAL HEALER," AND A POTION MADE FROM IT CAUSED BARREN ANIMALS TO BE FRUITFUL. IT WAS ALSO A REMEDY AGAINST ALL POISONS. WE CAN HARDLY BELIEVE THAT SUCH AN ELABORATE RITUAL MERELY LED UP TO THE MEDICO-MAGICAL USE OF THE MISTLETOE. POSSIBLY, OF COURSE, THE RITE WAS AN ATTENUATED SURVIVAL OF SOMETHING WHICH HAD ONCE BEEN MORE IMPORTANT, BUT IT IS MORE LIKELY THAT PLINY GIVES ONLY A FEW PICTURESQUE DETAILS AND PASSES BY THE RATIONALE OF THE RITUAL. HE DOES NOT TELL US WHO THE "GOD" OF WHOM HE SPEAKS WAS, PERHAPS THE SUN-GOD OR THE GOD OF VEGETATION. AS TO THE "GIFT," IT WAS PROBABLY IN HIS MIND THE MISTLETOE, BUT IT MAY QUITE WELL HAVE MEANT THE GIFT OF GROWTH IN FIELD AND FOLD. THE TREE WAS PERHAPS CUT DOWN AND BURNED; THE OXEN MAY HAVE BEEN INCARNATIONS OF A GOD OF VEGETATION, AS THE TREE ALSO MAY HAVE BEEN. WE NEED NOT HERE REPEAT THE MEANING WHICH HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THE RITUAL, BUT IT MAY BE ADDED THAT IF THIS MEANING IS CORRECT, THE RITE PROBABLY TOOK PLACE AT THE TIME OF THE MIDSUMMER FESTIVAL, A FESTIVAL OF GROWTH AND FERTILITY. MISTLETOE IS STILL GATHERED ON MIDSUMMER EVE AND USED AS AN ANTIDOTE TO POISONS OR FOR THE CURE OF WOUNDS. ITS DRUIDIC NAME IS STILL PRESERVED IN CELTIC SPEECH IN WORDS SIGNIFYING "ALL-HEALER," WHILE IT IS ALSO CALLED SÙGH AN DARAICH, "SAP OF THE OAK," AND DRUIDH LUS, "DRUID'S WEED." PLINY DESCRIBES OTHER CELTIC HERBS OF GRACE. SELAGO WAS CULLED WITHOUT USE OF IRON AFTER A SACRIFICE OF BREAD AND WINE--PROBABLY TO THE SPIRIT OF THE PLANT. THE PERSON GATHERING IT WORE A WHITE ROBE, AND WENT WITH UNSHOD FEET AFTER WASHING THEM. ACCORDING TO THE DRUIDS, SELAGO PRESERVED ONE FROM ACCIDENT, AND ITS SMOKE WHEN BURNED HEALED MALADIES OF THE EYE. SAMOLUS WAS PLACED IN DRINKING TROUGHS AS A REMEDY AGAINST DISEASE IN CATTLE. IT WAS CULLED BY A PERSON FASTING, WITH THE LEFT HAND; IT MUST BE WHOLLY UPROOTED, AND THE GATHERER MUST NOT LOOK BEHIND HIM. VERVAIN WAS GATHERED AT SUNRISE AFTER A SACRIFICE TO THE EARTH AS AN EXPIATION--PERHAPS BECAUSE ITS SURFACE WAS ABOUT TO BE DISTURBED. WHEN IT WAS RUBBED ON THE BODY ALL WISHES WERE GRATIFIED; IT, DISPELLED FEVERS AND OTHER MALADIES; IT WAS AN ANTIDOTE AGAINST SERPENTS; AND IT CONCILIATED HEARTS. A BRANCH OF THE DRIED HERB USED TO ASPERGE A BANQUET-HALL MADE THE GUESTS MORE CONVIVIAL. THE RITUAL USED IN GATHERING THESE PLANTS--SILENCE, VARIOUS TABUS, RITUAL PURITY, SACRIFICE--IS FOUND WHEREVER PLANTS ARE CULLED WHOSE VIRTUE LIES IN THIS THAT THEY ARE POSSESSED BY A SPIRIT. OTHER PLANTS ARE STILL USED AS CHARMS BY MODERN CELTIC PEASANTS, AND, IN SOME CASES, THE RITUAL OF GATHERING THEM RESEMBLES THAT DESCRIBED BY PLINY. IN IRISH SAGAS PLANTS HAVE MAGICAL POWERS. "FAIRY HERBS" PLACED IN A BATH RESTORED BEAUTY TO WOMEN BATHING THEREIN. DURING THE TÁIN CÚCHULAINN'S WOUNDS WERE HEALED WITH "BALSAMS AND HEALING HERBS OF FAIRY POTENCY," AND DIANCECHT USED SIMILAR HERBS TO RESTORE THE DEAD AT THE BATTLE OF MAG-TURED. 
CHAPTER XIV.
ANIMAL WORSHIP.
ANIMAL WORSHIP PURE AND SIMPLE HAD DECLINED AMONG THE CELTS OF HISTORIC TIMES, AND ANIMALS WERE NOW REGARDED MAINLY AS SYMBOLS OR ATTRIBUTES OF DIVINITIES. THE OLDER CULT HAD BEEN CONNECTED WITH THE PASTORAL STAGE IN WHICH THE ANIMALS WERE DIVINE, OR WITH THE AGRICULTURAL STAGE IN WHICH THEY REPRESENTED THE CORN-SPIRIT, AND PERHAPS WITH TOTEMISM. WE SHALL STUDY HERE (1) TRACES OF THE OLDER ANIMAL CULTS; (2) THE TRANSFORMATION OF ANIMAL GODS INTO SYMBOLS; AND (3) TRACES OF TOTEMISM. 1. THE PRESENCE OF A BULL WITH THREE CRANES (TARVOS TRIGARANOS) ON THE PARIS ALTAR, ALONG WITH THE GODS ESUS, JUPITER, AND VULCAN, SUGGESTS THAT IT WAS A DIVINE ANIMAL, OR THE SUBJECT OF A DIVINE MYTH. AS HAS BEEN SEEN, THIS BULL MAY BE THE BULL OF THE TÁIN BÓ CUAILGNE. BOTH IT AND ITS OPPONENT WERE REINCARNATIONS OF THE SWINE-HERDS OF TWO GODS. IN THE IRISH SAGAS, REINCARNATION IS ONLY ATTRIBUTED TO GODS OR HEROES, AND THIS MAY POINT TO THE DIVINITY OF THE BULLS. WE HAVE SEEN THAT THIS AND ANOTHER ALTAR MAY DEPICT SOME MYTH IN WHICH THE BULL WAS THE INCARNATION OF A TREE OR VEGETATION SPIRIT. THE DIVINE NATURE OF THE BULL IS ATTESTED BY ITS PRESENCE ON GAULISH COINS AS A RELIGIOUS SYMBOL, AND BY IMAGES OF THE ANIMAL WITH THREE HORNS--AN OBVIOUS SYMBOL OF DIVINITY. ON SUCH AN IMAGE IN BRONZE THE CIMBRI, CELTICIZED GERMANS, SWORE. THE IMAGES ARE PRE-ROMAN, SINCE THEY ARE FOUND AT HALLSTADT AND LA TÈNE. PERSONAL NAMES LIKE DONNOTAURUS (THE EQUIVALENT OF THE DONN TARUOS OF THE TÁIN) OR DEIOTAROS ("DIVINE BULL"), SHOW THAT MEN WERE CALLED AFTER THE DIVINE ANIMAL. SIMILARLY, MANY PLACE-NAMES IN WHICH THE WORD TARUOS OCCURS, IN NORTHERN ITALY, THE PYRENEES, SCOTLAND, IRELAND, AND ELSEWHERE, SUGGEST THAT THE PLACES BEARING THESE NAMES WERE SITES OF A BULL CULT OR THAT SOME MYTH, LIKE THAT ELABORATED IN THE TÁIN, HAD BEEN THERE LOCALIZED. BUT, AS POSSIBLY IN THE CASE OF CÚCHULAINN AND THE BULL, THE ANIMAL TENDED TO BECOME THE SYMBOL OF A GOD, A TENDENCY PERHAPS AIDED BY THE SPREAD OF MITHRAISM WITH ITS SYMBOLIC BULL. A GOD MEDROS LEANING ON A BULL IS REPRESENTED AT HAGUENAU, POSSIBLY A FORM OF MIDER OR OF MEDURIS, A SURNAME OF TOUTATIS, UNLESS MEDROS IS SIMPLY MITHRAS. ECHOES OF THE CULT OF THE BULL OR COW ARE HEARD IN IRISH TALES OF THESE ANIMALS BROUGHT FROM THE SÍD, OR OF MAGIC BULLS OR OF COWS WHICH PRODUCED ENORMOUS SUPPLIES OF MILK, OR IN SAINTLY LEGENDS OF OXEN LEADING A SAINT TO THE SITE OF HIS FUTURE CHURCH. THESE LEGENDS ARE ALSO TOLD OF THE SWINE, AND THEY PERHAPS AROSE WHEN A CHRISTIAN CHURCH TOOK THE PLACE OF THE SITE OF A LOCAL ANIMAL CULT, LEGEND FUSING THE OLD AND THE NEW CULT BY MAKING THE ONCE DIVINE ANIMAL POINT OUT THE SITE OF THE CHURCH. A LATE RELIC OF A BULL CULT MAY BE FOUND IN THE CARNIVAL PROCESSION OF THE BŒUF GRAS AT PARIS. A CULT OF A SWINE-GOD MOCCUS HAS BEEN REFERRED TO. THE BOAR WAS A DIVINE SYMBOL ON STANDARDS, COINS, AND ALTARS, AND MANY BRONZE IMAGES OF THE ANIMAL HAVE BEEN FOUND. THESE WERE TEMPLE TREASURES, AND IN ONE CASE THE BOAR IS THREE-HORNED. BUT IT WAS BECOMING THE SYMBOL OF A GODDESS, AS IS SEEN BY THE ALTARS ON WHICH IT ACCOMPANIES A GODDESS, PERHAPS OF FERTILITY, AND BY A BRONZE IMAGE OF A GODDESS SEATED ON A BOAR. THE ALTARS OCCUR IN BRITAIN, OF WHICH THE ANIMAL MAY BE THE EMBLEM--THE "CALEDONIAN MONSTER" OF CLAUDIAN'S POEM. THE GALATIAN CELTS ABSTAINED FROM EATING THE SWINE, AND THERE HAS ALWAYS BEEN A PREJUDICE AGAINST ITS FLESH IN THE HIGHLANDS. THIS HAS A TOTEMIC APPEARANCE. BUT THE SWINE IS ESTEEMED IN IRELAND, AND IN THE TEXTS MONSTROUS SWINE ARE THE STAPLE ARTICLE OF FAMOUS FEASTS. THESE MAY HAVE BEEN LEGENDARY FORMS OF OLD SWINE-GODS, THE FEASTS RECALLING SACRIFICIAL FEASTS ON THEIR FLESH. MAGIC SWINE WERE ALSO THE IMMORTAL FOOD OF THE GODS. BUT THE BOAR WAS TABU TO CERTAIN PERSONS, DIARMAID, THOUGH WHETHER THIS IS THE ATTENUATED MEMORY OF A CLAN TOTEM RESTRICTION IS UNCERTAIN. IN WELSH STORY THE SWINE COMES FROM ELYSIUM--A MYTH EXPLAINING THE ORIGIN OF ITS DOMESTICATION, WHILE DOMESTICATION CERTAINLY IMPLIES AN EARLIER CULT OF THE ANIMAL. WHEN ANIMALS COME TO BE DOMESTICATED, THE OLD CULT RESTRICTIONS, AGAINST EATING THEM, USUALLY PASS AWAY. FOR THIS REASON, PERHAPS, THE GAULS, WHO WORSHIPPED AN ANTHROPOMORPHIC SWINE-GOD, TRAFFICKED IN THE ANIMAL AND MAY HAVE EATEN IT. WELSH STORY ALSO TELLS OF THE MAGIC BOAR, THE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] TWRCH TRWYTH, HUNTED BY ARTHUR, POSSIBLY A FOLK-TALE REMINISCENCE OF A BOAR DIVINITY. PLACE-NAMES ALSO POINT TO A CULT OF THE SWINE, AND A RECOLLECTION OF ITS DIVINITY MAY UNDERLIE THE NUMEROUS IRISH TALES OF MAGICAL SWINE. THE MAGIC SWINE WHICH ISSUED FROM THE CAVE OF CRUACHAN AND DESTROYED THE YOUNG CROPS ARE SUGGESTIVE OF THE THERIOMORPHIC CORN-SPIRIT IN ITS OCCASIONAL DESTRUCTIVE ASPECT. BONES OF THE SWINE, SOMETIMES CREMATED, HAVE BEEN FOUND IN CELTIC GRAVES IN BRITAIN AND AT HALLSTADT, AND IN ONE CASE THE ANIMAL WAS BURIED ALONE IN A TUMULUS AT HALLSTADT, JUST AS SACRED ANIMALS WERE BURIED IN EGYPT, GREECE, AND ELSEWHERE. WHEN THE ANIMAL WAS BURIED WITH THE DEAD, IT MAY HAVE BEEN AS A SACRIFICE TO THE GHOST OR TO THE GOD OF THE UNDERWORLD. THE DIVINITY OF THE SERPENT IS PROVED BY THE OCCURRENCE OF A HORNED SERPENT WITH TWELVE ROMAN GODS ON A GALLO-ROMAN ALTAR. IN OTHER CASES, A HORNED OR RAM'S-HEADED SERPENT APPEARS AS THE ATTRIBUTE OF A GOD, AND WE HAVE SEEN THAT THE RAM'S-HEADED SERPENT MAY BE A FUSION OF THE SERPENT AS A CHTHONIAN ANIMAL WITH THE RAM, SACRIFICED TO THE DEAD. IN GREECE DIONYSUS HAD THE FORM BOTH OF A BULL AND A HORNED SERPENT, THE HORN BEING PERHAPS DERIVED FROM THE BULL SYMBOL. M. REINACH CLAIMS THAT THE PRIMITIVE ELEMENTS OF THE ORPHIC MYTH OF THE THRACIAN DIONYSOS-ZAGREUS--DIVINE SERPENTS PRODUCING AN EGG WHENCE CAME THE HORNED SNAKE ZAGREUS, OCCUR IN DISLOCATED FORM IN GAUL. THERE ENLACING SERPENTS WERE BELIEVED TO PRODUCE A MAGIC EGG, AND THERE A HORNED SERPENT WAS WORSHIPPED, BUT WAS NOT CONNECTED WITH THE EGG. BUT THEY MAY ONCE HAVE BEEN CONNECTED, AND IF SO, THERE MAY BE A COMMON FOUNDATION BOTH FOR THE GREEK AND THE CELTIC CONCEPTIONS IN A CELTIC ELEMENT IN THRACE. THE RESEMBLANCES, HOWEVER, MAY BE MERE COINCIDENCES, AND HORNED SERPENTS ARE KNOWN IN OTHER MYTHOLOGIES--THE HORN BEING PERHAPS A SYMBOL OF DIVINITY. THE HORNED SERPENT SOMETIMES ACCOMPANIES A GOD WHO HAS HORNS, POSSIBLY CERNUNNOS, THE UNDERWORLD GOD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CHTHONIAN CHARACTER OF THE SERPENT. IN THE CÚCHULAINN CYCLE LOEG ON HIS VISIT TO THE OTHER-WORLD SAW TWO-HEADED SERPENTS--PERHAPS A FURTHER HINT OF THIS ASPECT OF THE ANIMAL. IN ALL THESE INSTANCES OF ANIMAL CULTS EXAMPLES OF THE TENDENCY TO MAKE THE DIVINE ANIMAL ANTHROPOMORPHIC HAVE BEEN SEEN. WE HAVE NOW TO CONSIDER SOME INSTANCES OF THE COMPLETE ANTHROPOMORPHIC PROCESS. 2. AN OLD BEAR CULT GAVE PLACE TO THE CULT OF A BEAR GODDESS AND PROBABLY OF A GOD. AT BERNE--AN OLD CELTIC PLACE-NAME MEANING "BEAR"--WAS FOUND A BRONZE GROUP OF A GODDESS HOLDING A PATERA WITH FRUIT, AND A BEAR APPROACHING HER AS IF TO BE FED. THE INSCRIPTION RUNS, DEAE ARTIONI LICINIA SABINILLA. A LOCAL BEAR-CULT HAD ONCE EXISTED AT BERNE, AND IS STILL RECALLED IN THE PRESENCE OF THE FAMOUS BEARS THERE, BUT THE DIVINE BEAR HAD GIVEN PLACE TO A GODDESS WHOSE NAME AND SYMBOL WERE URSINE. FROM AN OLD CELTIC ARTOS, FEM. ARTA, "BEAR," WERE DERIVED VARIOUS DIVINE NAMES. OF THESE DEA ARTIO(N) MEANS "BEAR GODDESS," AND ARTAIOS, EQUATED WITH MERCURY, IS PERHAPS A BEAR GOD. ANOTHER BEAR GODDESS, ANDARTA, WAS HONOURED AT DIE (DRÔME), THE WORD PERHAPS MEANING "STRONG BEAR"--AND- BEING AN AUGMENTIVE. NUMEROUS PLACE-NAMES DERIVED FROM ARTOS PERHAPS WITNESS TO A WIDESPREAD CULT OF THE BEAR, AND THE WORD ALSO OCCURS IN WELSH, AND IRISH PERSONAL NAMES--ARTHMAEL, ARTHBIU, AND POSSIBLY ARTHUR, AND THE NUMEROUS ARTS OF IRISH TEXTS. DESCENT FROM THE DIVINE BEAR IS ALSO SIGNIFIED IN NAMES LIKE WELSH ARTHGEN, IRISH ARTIGAN, FROM ARTIGENOS, "SON OF THE BEAR." ANOTHER CELTIC NAME FOR "BEAR" WAS THE GAULISH MATU IRISH MATH, FOUND IN MATUGENOS, "SON OF THE BEAR," AND IN MACMAHON, WHICH IS A CORRUPT FORM OF MAC-MATH-GHAMHAIN, "SON OF THE BEAR'S SON," OR "OF THE BEAR." SIMILARLY, A CULT OF THE STAG SEEMS TO HAVE GIVEN PLACE TO THAT OF A GOD WITH STAG'S HORNS, REPRESENTED ON MANY BAS-RELIEFS, AND PROBABLY CONNECTED WITH THE UNDERWORLD. THE STAG, AS A GRAIN-EATER, MAY HAVE BEEN REGARDED AS THE EMBODIMENT OF THE CORN-SPIRIT, AND THEN ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNDER-EARTH REGION WHENCE THE CORN SPRANG, BY ONE OF THOSE INVERSIONS OF THOUGHT SO COMMON IN THE STAGE OF TRANSITION FROM ANIMAL GODS TO GODS WITH ANIMAL SYMBOLS. THE ELK MAY HAVE BEEN WORSHIPPED IN IRELAND, AND A THREE ANTLERED STAG IS THE SUBJECT OF A STORY IN THE FIONN SAGA. ITS THIRD ANTLER, LIKE THE THIRD HORN OF BULL OR BOAR, MAY BE A SIGN OF DIVINITY. THE HORSE HAD ALSO BEEN WORSHIPPED, BUT A GODDESS EPONA (GAUL. EPO-S, "HORSE"), PROTECTRESS OF HORSES AND ASSES, TOOK ITS PLACE, AND HAD A FAR-SPREAD CULT. SHE RIDES A HORSE OR MARE WITH ITS FOAL, OR IS SEATED AMONG HORSES, OR FEEDS HORSES. A REPRESENTATION OF A MARE SUCKLING A FOAL--A DESIGN ANALOGOUS TO THOSE IN WHICH EPONA FEEDS FOALS--SHOWS THAT HER PRIMITIVE EQUINE NATURE HAD NOT BEEN FORGOTTEN. THE GAULS WERE HORSE-REARERS, AND EPONA WAS THE GODDESS OF THE CRAFT; BUT, AS IN OTHER CASES, A CULT OF THE HORSE MUST HAVE PRECEDED ITS DOMESTICATION, AND ITS FLESH MAY NOT HAVE BEEN EATEN, OR, IF SO, ONLY SACRAMENTALLY. FINALLY, THE DIVINE HORSE BECAME THE ANTHROPOMORPHIC HORSE-GODDESS. HER IMAGES WERE PLACED IN STABLES, AND SEVERAL INSCRIPTIONS AND STATUETTES HAVE BEEN FOUND IN SUCH BUILDINGS OR IN CAVALRY BARRACKS. THE REMAINS OF THE CULT HAVE BEEN FOUND IN THE DANUBE AND RHINE VALLEYS, IN EASTERN GAUL, AND IN NORTHERN ITALY, ALL CELTIC REGIONS, BUT IT WAS CARRIED EVERYWHERE BY ROMAN CAVALRY RECRUITED FROM THE CELTIC TRIBES. EPONA IS ASSOCIATED WITH, AND OFTEN HAS, THE SYMBOLS OF THE MATRES, AND ONE INSCRIPTION READS EPONABUS, AS IF THERE WERE A GROUP OF GODDESSES CALLED EPONA. A GODDESS WHO PROMOTED THE FERTILITY OF MARES WOULD EASILY BE ASSOCIATED WITH GODDESSES OF FERTILITY. EPONA MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN CONFUSED WITH A RIVER-GODDESS CONCEIVED OF AS A SPIRITED STEED. WATER-SPIRITS TOOK THAT SHAPE, AND THE MATRES WERE ALSO RIVER-GODDESSES. A STATUETTE OF A HORSE, WITH A DEDICATION TO A GOD RUDIOBUS, OTHERWISE UNKNOWN, MAY HAVE BEEN CARRIED PROCESSIONALLY, WHILE A MULE HAS A DEDICATION TO SEGOMO, EQUATED ELSEWHERE WITH MARS. A MULE [ASS] GOD MULLO, ALSO EQUATED WITH MARS, IS MENTIONED ON SEVERAL INSCRIPTIONS. THE CONNECTION WITH MARS MAY HAVE BEEN FOUND IN THE FACT THAT THE OCTOBER HORSE WAS SACRIFICED TO HIM FOR FERTILITY, WHILE THE HORSE WAS PROBABLY ASSOCIATED WITH FERTILITY AMONG THE CELTS. THE HORSE WAS SACRIFICED BOTH BY CELTS AND TEUTONS AT THE MIDSUMMER FESTIVAL, UNDOUBTEDLY AS A DIVINE ANIMAL. TRACES OF THE CELTIC CUSTOM SURVIVE IN LOCAL LEGENDS, AND MAY BE INTERPRETED IN THE FULLER LIGHT OF THE TEUTONIC ACCOUNTS. IN IRELAND A MAN WEARING A HORSE'S HEAD RUSHED THROUGH THE FIRE, AND WAS SUPPOSED TO REPRESENT ALL CATTLE; IN OTHER WORDS, HE WAS A SURROGATE FOR THEM. THE LEGEND OF EACH LABRA, A HORSE WHICH LIVED IN A MOUND AND ISSUED FROM IT EVERY MIDSUMMER EVE TO GIVE ORACLES FOR THE COMING YEAR, IS PROBABLY CONNECTED WITH THE MIDSUMMER SACRIFICE OF THE HORSE. AMONG THE TEUTONS THE HORSE WAS A DIVINE SACRIFICIAL ANIMAL, AND WAS ALSO SACRED TO FREYR, THE GOD OF FERTILITY, WHILE IN TEUTONIC SURVIVALS A HORSE'S HEAD WAS PLACED IN THE MIDSUMMER FIRE. THE HORSE WAS SPORADICALLY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CORN-SPIRIT, AND AT ROME THE OCTOBER HORSE WAS SACRIFICED IN THAT CAPACITY AND FOR FERTILITY. AMONG THE CELTS, THE HORSE SACRIFICED AT MIDSUMMER MAY HAVE REPRESENTED THE VEGETATION-SPIRIT AND BENEFITED ALL DOMESTIC ANIMALS--THE OLD RITE SURVIVING IN AN ATTENUATED FORM, AS DESCRIBED ABOVE. PERHAPS THE GODDESS DAMONA WAS AN ANIMAL DIVINITY, IF HER NAME IS DERIVED FROM DAMATOS, "SHEEP," COGNATE TO WELSH DAFAD, "SHEEP," AND GAELIC DAMH, "OX." OTHER DIVINE ANIMALS, AS HAS BEEN SEEN, WERE ASSOCIATED WITH THE WATERS, AND THE USE OF BEASTS AND BIRDS IN DIVINATION DOUBTLESS POINTS TO THEIR DIVINE CHARACTER. A CULT OF BIRD-GODS MAY LURK BEHIND THE DIVINE NAME BRAN, "RAVEN," AND THE REFERENCE TO THE MAGIC BIRDS OF RHIANNON IN THE TRIADS. 3. ANIMAL WORSHIP IS CONNECTED WITH TOTEMISM, AND CERTAIN THINGS POINT TO ITS EXISTENCE AMONG THE CELTS, OR TO THE EXISTENCE OF CONDITIONS OUT OF WHICH TOTEMISM WAS ELSEWHERE DEVELOPED. THESE ARE DESCENT FROM ANIMALS, ANIMAL TABUS, THE SACRAMENTAL EATING OF AN ANIMAL, AND EXOGAMY. (1) DESCENT FROM ANIMALS. CELTIC NAMES IMPLYING DESCENT FROM ANIMALS OR PLANTS ARE OF TWO CLASSES, CLAN AND PERSONAL NAMES. IF THE LATTER ARE TOTEMISTIC, THEY MUST BE DERIVED FROM THE FORMER, SINCE TOTEMISM IS AN AFFAIR OF THE CLAN, WHILE THE SO-CALLED "PERSONAL TOTEM," EXEMPLIFIED BY THE AMERICAN INDIAN MANITOU, IS THE GUARDIAN BUT NEVER THE ANCESTOR OF A MAN. SOME CLAN NAMES HAVE ALREADY BEEN REFERRED TO. OTHERS ARE THE BIBROCI OF SOUTH-EAST BRITAIN, PROBABLY A BEAVER CLAN (BEBROS), AND THE EBURONES, A YEW-TREE CLAN (EBUROS). IRISH CLANS BORE ANIMAL NAMES: SOME GROUPS WERE CALLED "CALVES," OTHERS "GRIFFINS," OTHERS "RED DEER," AND A PLANT NAME IS SEEN IN FIR BILE, "MEN OF THE TREE." SUCH CLAN TOTEMISM PERHAPS UNDERLIES THE STORIES OF THE "DESCENDANTS OF THE WOLF" AT OSSORY, WHO BECAME WOLVES FOR A TIME AS THE RESULT OF A SAINTLY CURSE. OTHER INSTANCES OF LYCANTHROPY WERE ASSOCIATED WITH CERTAIN FAMILIES. THE BELIEF IN LYCANTHROPY MIGHT EASILY ATTACH ITSELF TO EXISTING WOLF-CLANS, THE TRANSFORMATION BEING THEN EXPLAINED AS THE RESULT OF A CURSE. THE STORIES OF CORMAC MAC ART, SUCKLED BY A SHE-WOLF, OF LUGHAID MAC CON, "SON OF A WOLF-DOG," SUCKLED BY THAT ANIMAL, AND OF OISIN, WHOSE MOTHER WAS A FAWN, AND WHO WOULD NOT EAT VENISON, ARE PERHAPS TOTEMISTIC, WHILE TO TOTEMISM OR TO A CULT OF ANIMALS MAY BE ASCRIBED WHAT EARLY TRAVELERS IN IRELAND SAY OF THE PEOPLE TAKING WOLVES AS GOD-FATHERS AND PRAYING TO THEM TO DO THEM NO ILL. IN WALES BANDS OF WARRIORS AT THE BATTLE OF CATTRAETH ARE DESCRIBED IN ONEURIN'S GODODIN AS DOGS, WOLVES, BEARS, AND RAVENS, WHILE OWEIN'S BAND OF RAVENS WHICH FOUGHT AGAINST ARTHUR, MAY HAVE BEEN A RAVEN CLAN, LATER MISUNDERSTOOD AS ACTUAL RAVENS. CERTAIN GROUPS OF DALRIAD SCOTS BORE ANIMAL NAMES--CINEL GABRAN, "LITTLE GOAT CLAN," AND CINEL LOARN, "FOX CLAN." POSSIBLY THE CUSTOM OF DENOTING HIGHLAND CLANS BY ANIMAL OR PLANT BADGES MAY BE CONNECTED WITH A BELIEF IN DESCENT FROM PLANTS OR ANIMALS. ON MANY COINS AN ANIMAL IS REPRESENTED ON HORSEBACK, PERHAPS LEADING A CLAN, AS BIRDS LED THE CELTS TO THE DANUBE AREA, AND THESE MAY DEPICT MYTHS TELLING HOW THE CLAN TOTEM ANIMAL LED THE CLAN TO ITS PRESENT TERRITORY. SUCH MYTHS MAY SURVIVE IN LEGENDS RELATING HOW AN ANIMAL LED A SAINT TO THE SITE OF HIS CHURCH. CELTIC WARRIORS WORE HELMETS WITH HORNS, AND IRISH STORY SPEAKS OF MEN WITH CAT, DOG, OR GOAT HEADS. THESE MAY HAVE BEEN MEN WEARING A HEAD-GEAR FORMED OF THE SKIN OR HEAD OF THE CLAN TOTEM, HENCE REMEMBERED AT A LATER TIME AS MONSTROUS BEINGS, WHILE THE HORNED HELMETS WOULD BE RELATED TO THE SAME CUSTOM. SOLINUS DESCRIBES THE BRITONS AS WEARING ANIMAL SKINS BEFORE GOING INTO BATTLE. 6 WERE THESE SKINS OF TOTEM ANIMALS UNDER WHOSE PROTECTION THEY THUS PLACED THEMSELVES? THE "FORMS OF BEASTS, BIRDS, AND FISHES" WHICH THE CRUITHNE OR PICTS TATTOOED ON THEIR BODIES MAY HAVE BEEN TOTEM MARKS, WHILE THE PAINTING OF THEIR BODIES WITH WOAD AMONG THE SOUTHERN BRITONS MAY HAVE BEEN OF THE SAME CHARACTER, THOUGH CÆSAR'S WORDS HARDLY DENOTE THIS. CERTAIN MARKS ON FACES FIGURED ON GAULISH COINS SEEM TO BE TATTOO MARKS. IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE THAT AN EARLY WOLF-TOTEM MAY HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED, BECAUSE OF THE ANIMAL'S NOCTURNAL WANDERINGS IN FORESTS, WITH THE UNDERWORLD WHENCE, ACCORDING TO CELTIC BELIEF, MEN SPRANG AND WHITHER THEY RETURNED, AND WHENCE ALL VEGETATION CAME FORTH. THE GALLO-ROMAN SILVANUS, PROBABLY AN UNDERWORLD GOD, WEARS A WOLF-SKIN, AND MAY THUS BE A WOLF-GOD. THERE WERE VARIOUS TYPES OF UNDERWORLD GODS, AND THIS WOLF-TYPE--PERHAPS A LOCAL WOLF-TOTEM ANCESTOR ASSIMILATED TO A LOCAL "DISPATER"--MAY HAVE BEEN THE GOD OF A CLAN WHO IMPOSED ITS MYTHIC WOLF ORIGIN ON OTHER CLANS. SOME CELTIC BRONZES SHOW A WOLF SWALLOWING A MAN WHO OFFERS NO RESISTANCE, PROBABLY BECAUSE HE IS DEAD. THE WOLF IS MUCH BIGGER THAN THE MAN, AND HENCE MAY BE A GOD. THESE BRONZES WOULD THUS REPRESENT A BELIEF SETTING FORTH THE RETURN OF MEN TO THEIR TOTEM ANCESTOR AFTER DEATH, OR TO THE UNDERWORLD GOD CONNECTED WITH THE TOTEM ANCESTOR, BY SAYING THAT HE DEVOURED THE DEAD, LIKE CERTAIN POLYNESIAN DIVINITIES AND THE GREEK EURYNOMOS. IN MANY INDIVIDUAL NAMES THE FIRST PART IS THE NAME OF AN ANIMAL OR PLANT, THE SECOND IS USUALLY GENOS, "BORN FROM," OR "SON OF," ARTIGENOS, MATUGENOS, "SON OF THE BEAR" (ARTOS, MATU-); UROGENOS, OCCURRING AS UROGENERTOS, "HE WHO HAS THE STRENGTH OF THE SON OF THE URUS"; BRANNOGENOS, "SON OF THE RAVEN"; CUNOGENOS, "SON OF THE DOG." THESE NAMES MAY BE DERIVED FROM CLAN TOTEM NAMES, BUT THEY DATE BACK TO A TIME WHEN ANIMALS, TREES, AND MEN WERE ON A COMMON FOOTING, AND THE POSSIBILITY OF HUMAN DESCENT FROM A TREE OR AN ANIMAL WAS BELIEVED IN. PROFESSOR RHŶS HAS ARGUED FROM THE FREQUENCY OF PERSONAL NAMES IN IRELAND, LIKE CÚRÓI, "HOUND OF ROI," CÚ CORB, "CORB'S HOUND," MAC CON, "HOUND'S SON," AND MAELCHON, "HOUND'S SLAVE," THAT THERE EXISTED A DOG TOTEM OR GOD, NOT OF THE CELTS, BUT OF A PRE-CELTIC RACE. THIS ASSUMES THAT TOTEMISM WAS NON-CELTIC, AN ASSUMPTION BASED ON PRECONCEIVED NOTIONS OF WHAT CELTIC INSTITUTIONS OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN. THE NAMES, IT SHOULD BE OBSERVED, ARE PERSONAL, NOT CLAN NAMES. (2) ANIMAL TABUS. BESIDES THE DISLIKE OF SWINE'S FLESH ALREADY NOTED AMONG CERTAIN CELTIC GROUPS, THE KILLING AND EATING OF THE HARE, HEN, AND GOOSE WERE FORBIDDEN AMONG THE BRITONS. CÆSAR SAYS THEY BRED THESE ANIMALS FOR AMUSEMENT, BUT THIS REASON ASSIGNED BY HIM IS DRAWN FROM HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE BREEDING OF RARE ANIMALS BY RICH ROMANS AS A PASTIME, SINCE HE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF THE BREEDING OF SACRED ANIMALS WHICH WERE NOT EATEN A COMMON TOTEMIC OR ANIMAL CULT CUSTOM. THE HARE WAS USED FOR DIVINATION BY BOUDICCA, DOUBTLESS AS A SACRED ANIMAL, AND IT HAS BEEN FOUND THAT A SACRED CHARACTER STILL ATTACHES TO THESE ANIMALS IN WALES. A COCK OR HEN WAS CEREMONIALLY KILLED AND EATEN ON SHROVE TUESDAY, EITHER AS A FORMER TOTEMIC ANIMAL, OR, LESS LIKELY, AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CORN-SPIRIT. THE HARE IS NOT KILLED IN CERTAIN DISTRICTS, BUT OCCASIONALLY IT IS CEREMONIALLY HUNTED AND SLAIN ANNUALLY, WHILE AT YEARLY FAIRS THE GOOSE IS SOLD EXCLUSIVELY AND EATEN. ELSEWHERE, IN DEVON, A RAM OR LAMB IS CEREMONIALLY SLAIN AND EATEN, THE EATING BEING BELIEVED TO CONFER LUCK. THE ILL-LUCK SUPPOSED TO FOLLOW THE KILLING OF CERTAIN ANIMALS MAY ALSO BE REMINISCENT OF TOTEMIC TABUS. FISH WERE NOT EATEN BY THE PICTISH MEATAE AND CALEDONII, AND A DISLIKE OF EATING CERTAIN FRESH-WATER FISH WAS OBSERVED AMONG CERTAIN, EIGHTEENTH CENTURY HIGHLANDERS. IT HAS BEEN ALREADY SEEN THAT CERTAIN FISH LIVING IN SACRED WELLS WERE TABU, AND WERE BELIEVED TO GIVE ORACLES. HERON'S FLESH WAS DISLIKED IN IRELAND, AND IT WAS CONSIDERED UNLUCKY TO KILL A SWAN IN THE HEBRIDES. FATAL RESULTS FOLLOWING UPON THE KILLING OR EATING OF AN ANIMAL WITH WHICH THE EATER WAS CONNECTED BY NAME OR DESCENT ARE FOUND IN THE IRISH SAGAS. CONAIRE WAS SON OF A WOMAN AND A BIRD WHICH COULD TAKE HUMAN SHAPE, AND IT WAS FORBIDDEN TO HIM TO HUNT BIRDS. ON ONE OCCASION HE DID SO, AND FOR THIS AS WELL AS THE BREAKING OF OTHER TABUS, HE LOST HIS LIFE. IT WAS TABU TO CÚCHULAINN, "THE HOUND OF CULANN," TO EAT DOG'S FLESH, AND, HAVING BEEN PERSUADED TO DO THIS, HIS STRENGTH WENT FROM HIM, AND HE PERISHED. DIARMAID, HAVING BEEN FORBIDDEN TO HUNT A BOAR WITH WHICH HIS LIFE WAS CONNECTED, WAS INDUCED BY FIONN TO BREAK THIS TABU, AND IN CONSEQUENCE HE LOST HIS LIFE BY ONE OF THE BOAR'S BRISTLES ENTERING HIS FOOT, OR (IN A VARIANT) BY THE BOAR'S KILLING HIM. ANOTHER INSTANCE IS FOUND IN A TALE OF CERTAIN MEN TRANSFORMED TO BADGERS. THEY WERE SLAIN BY CORMAC, AND BROUGHT TO HIS FATHER TADG TO EAT. TADG UNACCOUNTABLY LOATHED THEM, BECAUSE THEY WERE TRANSFORMED MEN AND HIS COUSINS. IN THIS TALE, WHICH MAY CONTAIN THE DÉBRIS OF TOTEMIC USAGE, THE LOATHING ARISES FROM THE FACT THAT THE BADGERS ARE MEN--A COMMON FORM OF MYTHS EXPLANATORY OF MISUNDERSTOOD TOTEMIC CUSTOMS, BUT THE OLD IDEA OF THE RELATION BETWEEN A MAN AND HIS TOTEM IS NOT LOST SIGHT OF. THE OTHER TALES MAY ALSO BE REMINISCENT OF A CLAN TOTEM TABU, LATER CENTERED IN A MYTHIC HERO. PERHAPS THE BELIEF IN LUCKY OR UNLUCKY ANIMALS, OR IN OMENS DRAWN FROM THEIR APPEARANCE, MAY BE BASED ON OLD TOTEM BELIEFS OR IN BELIEFS IN THE DIVINITY OF THE ANIMALS. (3) SACRAMENTAL EATING OF AN ANIMAL. THE CUSTOM OF "HUNTING THE WREN," FOUND OVER THE WHOLE CELTIC AREA, IS CONNECTED WITH ANIMAL WORSHIP AND MAY BE TOTEMISTIC IN ORIGIN. IN SPITE OF ITS SMALL SIZE, THE WREN WAS KNOWN AS THE KING OF BIRDS, AND IN THE ISLE OF MAN IT WAS HUNTED AND KILLED ON CHRISTMAS OR S. STEPHEN'S DAY. THE BIRD WAS CARRIED IN PROCESSION FROM DOOR TO DOOR, TO THE ACCOMPANIMENT OF A CHANT, AND WAS THEN SOLEMNLY BURIED, DIRGES BEING SUNG. IN SOME CASES, A FEATHER WAS LEFT AT EACH HOUSE AND CAREFULLY TREASURED, AND THERE ARE TRACES OF A CUSTOM OF BOILING AND EATING THE BIRD. IN IRELAND, THE HUNT AND PROCESSION WERE FOLLOWED BY A FEAST, THE MATERIALS OF WHICH WERE COLLECTED FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE, AND A SIMILAR USAGE OBTAINED IN FRANCE, WHERE THE YOUTH WHO KILLED THE BIRD WAS CALLED "KING." IN MOST OF THESE DISTRICTS IT WAS CONSIDERED UNLUCKY OR DANGEROUS TO KILL THE BIRD AT ANY OTHER TIME, YET IT MIGHT BE CEREMONIALLY KILLED ONCE A YEAR, THE DEAD ANIMAL CONFERRED LUCK, AND WAS SOLEMNLY EATEN OR BURIED WITH SIGNS OF MOURNING. SIMILAR CUSTOMS WITH ANIMALS WHICH ARE ACTUALLY WORSHIPPED ARE FOUND ELSEWHERE, AND THEY LEND SUPPORT TO THE IDEA THAT THE CELTS REGARDED THE WREN AS A DIVINE ANIMAL, OR PERHAPS A TOTEM ANIMAL, THAT IT WAS NECESSARY TO SLAY IT RITUALLY, AND TO CARRY IT ROUND THE HOUSES OF THE COMMUNITY TO OBTAIN ITS DIVINE INFLUENCE, TO EAT IT SACRAMENTALLY OR TO BURY IT. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] PROBABLY LIKE CUSTOMS WERE FOLLOWED IN THE CASE OF OTHER ANIMALS, AND THESE MAY HAVE GIVEN RISE TO SUCH STORIES AS THAT OF THE EATING OF MACDATHO'S WONDERFUL BOAR, AS WELL AS TO MYTHS WHICH REGARDED CERTAIN ANIMALS, THE SWINE, AS THE IMMORTAL FOOD OF THE GODS. OTHER EXAMPLES OF RITUAL SURVIVALS OF SUCH SACRAMENTAL EATING HAVE ALREADY BEEN NOTED, AND IT IS NOT IMPROBABLE THAT THE EATING OF A SACRED PASTORAL ANIMAL OCCURRED AT SAMHAIN. (4) EXOGAMY. EXOGAMY AND THE COUNTING OF DESCENT THROUGH THE MOTHER ARE CLOSELY CONNECTED WITH TOTEMISM, AND SOME TRACES OF BOTH ARE FOUND AMONG THE CELTS. AMONG THE PICTS, WHO WERE, PERHAPS, A CELTIC GROUP OF THE BRYTHONIC STOCK, THESE CUSTOMS SURVIVED IN THE ROYAL HOUSE. THE KINGSHIP PASSED TO A BROTHER OF THE KING BY THE SAME MOTHER, OR TO A SISTER'S SON, WHILE THE KING’S FATHER WAS NEVER KING AND WAS FREQUENTLY A "FOREIGNER." SIMILAR RULES OF SUCCESSION PREVAILED IN EARLY ARYAN ROYAL HOUSES--GREEK AND ROMAN,--AND MAY, AS DR. STOKES THOUGHT, HAVE EXISTED AT TARA IN IRELAND, WHILE IN A FIAN TALE OF OISIN HE MARRIES THE DAUGHTER OF THE KING OF TÍR NA N-OG, AND SUCCEEDS HIM AS KING PARTLY FOR THAT REASON, AND PARTLY BECAUSE HE HAD BEATEN HIM IN THE ANNUAL RACE FOR THE KINGSHIP. SUCH AN ATHLETIC CONTEST FOR THE KINGSHIP WAS KNOWN IN EARLY GREECE, AND THIS TALE MAY SUPPORT THE THEORY OF THE CELTIC PRIEST-KINGSHIP, THE HOLDER OF THE OFFICE RETAINING IT AS LONG AS HE WAS NOT DEFEATED OR SLAIN. TRACES OF SUCCESSION THROUGH A SISTER'S SON ARE FOUND IN THE MABINOGION, AND LIVY DESCRIBES HOW THE MYTHIC CELTIC KING AMBICATUS SENT NOT HIS OWN BUT HIS SISTER'S SONS TO FOUND NEW KINGDOMS. IRISH AND WELSH DIVINE AND HEROIC GROUPS ARE NAMED AFTER THE MOTHER, NOT THE FATHER--THE CHILDREN OF DANU AND OF DON, AND THE MEN OF DOMNU. ANU IS MOTHER OF THE GODS, BUANANN OF HEROES. THE EPONYMOUS ANCESTOR OF THE SCOTS IS A WOMAN, SCOTA, AND THE EARLIEST COLONIZERS OF IRELAND ARE WOMEN, NOT MEN. IN THE SAGAS GODS AND HEROES HAVE FREQUENTLY A MATRONYMIC, AND THE FATHER’S NAME IS OMITTED--LUG MAC ETHNEND, CONCHOBAR MAC NESSA, INDECH, SON OF DE DOMNANN, CORPRE, SON OF ETAIN, AND OTHERS. PERHAPS PARALLEL TO THIS IS THE CUSTOM OF CALLING MEN AFTER THEIR WIVES--THE SON OF FERGUS IS FER TLACHTGA, TLACHTGA'S HUSBAND. IN THE SAGAS, FEMALES (GODDESSES AND HEROINES) HAVE A HIGH PLACE ACCORDED TO THEM, AND FREQUENTLY CHOOSE THEIR OWN LOVERS OR HUSBANDS--CUSTOMS SUGGESTIVE OF THE MATRIARCHATE. THUS, WHAT WAS ONCE A GENERAL PRACTICE WAS LATER CONFINED TO THE ROYAL HOUSE OR TOLD OF DIVINE OR HEROIC PERSONAGES. POSSIBLY CERTAIN CASES OF INCEST MAY REALLY BE EXAGGERATED ACCOUNTS OF MISUNDERSTOOD UNIONS ONCE PERMISSIBLE BY TOTEMIC LAW. CÆSAR SPEAKS OF BRITISH POLYANDRY, BROTHERS, SONS, AND FATHERS SHARING A WIFE IN COMMON. STRABO SPEAKS OF IRISH UNIONS WITH MOTHERS AND SISTERS, PERHAPS REFERRING NOT TO ACTUAL PRACTICE BUT TO REPORTS OF SAGA TALES OF INCEST. DIO CASSIUS SPEAKS OF COMMUNITY OF WIVES AMONG THE CALEDONIANS AND MEATAE, AND JEROME SAYS MUCH THE SAME OF THE SCOTI AND ATECOTTI. THESE NOTICES, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF CÆSAR'S, ARE VAGUE, YET THEY REFER TO MARRIAGE CUSTOMS DIFFERENT FROM THOSE KNOWN TO THEIR REPORTERS. IN IRISH SAGAS INCEST LEGENDS CIRCLE ROUND THE DESCENDANTS OF ETAIN--FATHERS UNITE WITH DAUGHTERS, A SON WITH HIS MOTHER, A WOMAN HAS A SON BY HER THREE BROTHERS (JUST AS ECNE WAS SON OF BRIAN, IUCHAR, AND IUCHARBA), AND IS ALSO MOTHER OF CRIMTHAN BY THAT SON. BROTHER AND SISTER UNIONS OCCUR BOTH IN IRISH AND WELSH STORY. IN THESE CASES, INCEST WITH A MOTHER CANNOT BE EXPLAINED BY TOTEMIC USAGE, BUT THE CASES MAY BE DISTORTED REMINISCENCES OF WHAT MIGHT OCCUR UNDER TOTEMISM, NAMELY, A SON TAKING THE WIVES OF HIS FATHER OTHER THAN HIS OWN MOTHER, WHEN THOSE WERE OF A DIFFERENT TOTEM FROM HIS OWN. UNDER TOTEMISM, BROTHERS AND SISTERS BY DIFFERENT MOTHERS HAVING DIFFERENT TOTEMS, MIGHT POSSIBLY UNITE, AND SUCH UNIONS ARE FOUND IN MANY MYTHOLOGIES. LATER, WHEN TOTEMISM PASSED AWAY, THE UNIONS, REGARDED WITH HORROR, WOULD BE SUPPOSED TO TAKE PLACE BETWEEN CHILDREN BY THE SAME MOTHER. ACCORDING TO TOTEM LAW, A FATHER MIGHT UNITE WITH HIS DAUGHTER, SINCE SHE WAS OF HER MOTHER’S TOTEM, BUT IN PRACTICE THIS WAS FROWNED UPON. POLYGAMY ALSO MAY CO-EXIST WITH TOTEMISM, AND OF COURSE INVOLVES THE COUNTING OF DESCENT THROUGH THE MOTHER AS A RULE. IF, AS IS SUGGESTED BY THE "DEBILITY" OF THE ULTONIANS, AND BY OTHER EVIDENCE, THE COUVADE WAS A CELTIC INSTITUTION, THIS WOULD ALSO POINT TO THE EXISTENCE OF THE MATRIARCHATE WITH THE CELTS. TO EXPLAIN ALL THIS AS PRE-ARYAN, OR TO SAY THAT THE CLASSICAL NOTICES REFER TO NON-ARYAN TRIBES AND THAT THE EVIDENCE IN THE IRISH SAGAS ONLY SHOWS THAT THE CELTS HAD BEEN INFLUENCED BY THE CUSTOMS OF ABORIGINAL TRIBES AMONG WHOM THEY LIVED IS TO NEGLECT THE FACT THAT THE CUSTOMS ARE CLOSELY BOUND UP WITH CELTIC LIFE, WHILE IT LEAVES UNEXPLAINED THE INFLUENCE OF SUCH CUSTOMS UPON A PEOPLE WHOSE OWN CUSTOMS, ACCORDING TO THIS THEORY, WERE SO TOTALLY DIFFERENT. THE EVIDENCE, TAKEN AS A WHOLE, POINTS TO THE EXISTENCE OF TOTEMISM AMONG THE EARLY CELTS, OR, AT ALL EVENTS, OF THE ELEMENTS WHICH ELSEWHERE COMPOSE IT. CELTIC ANIMAL WORSHIP DATES BACK TO THE PRIMITIVE HUNTING AND PASTORAL PERIOD, WHEN MEN WORSHIPPED THE ANIMALS WHICH THEY HUNTED OR REARED. THEY MAY HAVE APOLOGISED TO THE ANIMAL HUNTED AND SLAIN--A FORM OF WORSHIP, OR, WHERE ANIMALS WERE NOT HUNTED OR WERE REARED AND WORSHIPPED, ONE OF THEM MAY HAVE BEEN SLAIN ANNUALLY AND EATEN TO OBTAIN ITS DIVINE POWER. CARE WAS TAKEN TO PRESERVE CERTAIN SACRED ANIMALS WHICH WERE NOT HUNTED, AND THIS LED TO DOMESTICATION, THE ABSTINENCE OF EARLIER GENERATIONS LEADING TO AN INCREASED FOOD SUPPLY AT A LATER TIME, WHEN DOMESTICATED ANIMALS WERE FREELY SLAIN. BUT THE EARLIER SACRAMENTAL SLAYING OF SUCH ANIMALS SURVIVED IN THE RELIGIOUS ASPECT OF THEIR SLAUGHTER AT THE BEGINNING OF WINTER. THE CULT OF ANIMALS, WAS ALSO CONNECTED WITH TOTEMIC USAGE, THOUGH AT A LATER STAGE THIS CULT WAS REPLACED BY THAT OF ANTHROPOMORPHIC DIVINITIES, WITH THE OLDER DIVINE ANIMALS AS THEIR SYMBOLS, SACRIFICIAL VICTIMS, AND THE LIKE. THIS EVOLUTION NOW LED TO THE REMOVAL OF RESTRICTIONS UPON SLAYING AND EATING THE ANIMALS. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE MORE PRIMITIVE ANIMAL CULTS MAY HAVE REMAINED HERE AND THERE. ANIMAL CULTS WERE, PERHAPS, LARGELY CONFINED TO MEN. WITH THE RISE OF AGRICULTURE MAINLY AS AN ART IN THE HANDS OF WOMEN, AND THE CONSEQUENT CULT OF THE EARTH-MOTHER, OF FERTILITY AND CORN-SPIRITS PROBABLY REGARDED AS FEMALE, THE SACRAMENTAL EATING OF THE DIVINE ANIMAL MAY HAVE LED TO THE SLAYING AND EATING OF A HUMAN OR ANIMAL VICTIM SUPPOSED TO EMBODY SUCH A SPIRIT. LATER THE TWO CULTS WERE BOUND TO COALESCE, AND THE DIVINE ANIMAL AND THE ANIMAL EMBODIMENT OF THE VEGETATION SPIRIT WOULD NOT BE DIFFERENTIATED. ON THE OTHER HAND, WHEN MEN BEGAN TO TAKE PART IN WOMEN'S FERTILITY CULTS, THE FACT THAT SUCH SPIRITS WERE FEMALE OR WERE PERHAPS COMING TO BE REGARDED AS GODDESSES, MAY HAVE LED MEN TO ENVISAGE CERTAIN OF THE ANTHROPOMORPHIC ANIMAL DIVINITIES AS GODDESSES, SINCE SOME OF THESE, EPONA AND DAMONA, ARE FEMALE. BUT WITH THE INCREASING PARTICIPATION OF MEN IN AGRICULTURE, THE SPIRITS OR GODDESSES OF FERTILITY WOULD TEND TO BECOME MALE, OR THE CONSORTS OR MOTHERS OF GODS OF FERTILITY, THOUGH THE EARLIER ASPECT WAS NEVER LOST SIGHT OF, WITNESS THE CORN-MOTHER. THE EVOLUTION OF DIVINE PRIEST-KINGS WOULD CAUSE THEM TO TAKE THE PLACE OF THE EARLIER PRIESTESSES OF THESE CULTS, ONE OF WHOM MAY HAVE BEEN THE DIVINE VICTIM. YET IN LOCAL SURVIVALS CERTAIN CULTS WERE STILL CONFINED TO WOMEN, AND STILL HAD THEIR PRIESTESSES. 
CHAPTER XV.
COSMOGONY.
WHETHER THE EARLY CELTS REGARDED HEAVEN AND EARTH AS HUSBAND AND WIFE IS UNCERTAIN. SUCH A CONCEPTION IS WORLDWIDE, AND MYTH FREQUENTLY EXPLAINS IN DIFFERENT WAYS THE REASON OF THE SEPARATION OF THE TWO. AMONG THE POLYNESIANS THE CHILDREN OF HEAVEN AND EARTH--THE WINDS, FORESTS, AND SEAS PERSONIFIED--ANGRY AT BEING CRUSHED BETWEEN THEIR PARENTS IN DARKNESS, ROSE UP AND SEPARATED THEM. THIS IS IN EFFECT THE GREEK MYTH OF URANUS, OR HEAVEN, AND GAEA, OR EARTH, DIVORCED BY THEIR SON KRONOS, JUST AS IN HINDU MYTH DYAUS, OR SKY, AND PRITHIVI, OR EARTH, WERE SEPARATED BY INDRA. URANUS IN GREECE GAVE PLACE TO ZEUS, AND, IN INDIA, DYAUS BECAME SUBORDINATE TO INDRA. THUS, THE PRIMITIVE HEAVEN PERSONIFIED RECEDES, AND HIS PLACE IS TAKEN BY A MORE INDIVIDUALIZED GOD. BUT GENERALLY, MOTHER EARTH REMAINS A CONSTANT QUANTITY. EARTH WAS NEARER MAN AND WAS MORE UNCHANGING THAN THE INCONSTANT SKY, WHILE AS THE PRODUCER OF THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH, SHE WAS REGARDED AS THE SOURCE OF ALL THINGS, AND FREQUENTLY REMAINED AS AN IMPORTANT DIVINITY WHEN A CROWD OF OTHER DIVINITIES BECAME PROMINENT. THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE OF AGRICULTURAL PEOPLES, WHO PROPITIATE EARTH WITH SACRIFICE, WORSHIP HER WITH ORGIASTIC RITES, OR ASSIST HER PROCESSES BY MAGIC. WITH ADVANCING CIVILIZATION SUCH A GODDESS IS STILL REMEMBERED AS THE FRIEND OF MAN, AND, AS IN THE ELEUSINIA, IS REPRESENTED SORROWING AND REJOICING LIKE MAN HIMSELF. OR WHERE A HIGHER RELIGION OUSTS THE OLDER ONE, THE RITUAL IS STILL RETAINED AMONG THE FOLK, THOUGH ITS MEANING MAY BE FORGOTTEN. THE CELTS MAY THUS HAVE POSSESSED THE HEAVEN AND EARTH MYTH, BUT ALL TRACE OF IT HAS PERISHED. THERE ARE, HOWEVER, REMNANTS OF MYTHS SHOWING HOW THE SKY IS SUPPORTED BY TREES, A MOUNTAIN, OR BY PILLARS. A HIGH MOUNTAIN NEAR THE SOURCES OF THE RHONE WAS CALLED "THE COLUMN OF THE SUN," AND WAS SO LOFTY AS TO HIDE THE SUN FROM THE PEOPLE OF THE SOUTH. IT MAY HAVE BEEN REGARDED AS SUPPORTING THE SKY, WHILE THE SUN MOVED ROUND IT. IN AN OLD IRISH HYMN AND ITS GLOSS, BRIGIT AND PATRICK ARE COMPARED TO THE TWO PILLARS OF THE WORLD, PROBABLY ALLUDING TO SOME OLD MYTH OF SKY OR EARTH RESTING ON PILLARS. TRACES OF THIS ALSO EXIST IN FOLK-BELIEF, AS IN THE ACCOUNTS OF ISLANDS RESTING ON FOUR PILLARS, OR AS IN THE LEGEND OF THE CHURCH OF KERNITOU WHICH RESTS ON FOUR PILLARS ON A CONGEALED SEA AND WHICH WILL BE SUBMERGED WHEN THE SEA LIQUEFIES--A COMBINATION OF THE COSMOGONIC MYTH WITH THAT OF A GREAT INUNDATION. IN SOME MYTHOLOGIES A BRIDGE OR LADDER CONNECTS HEAVEN AND EARTH. THERE MAY BE A SURVIVAL OF SOME SUCH MYTH IN AN IRISH POEM WHICH SPEAKS OF THE DROCHET BETHAD, OR "BRIDGE OF LIFE," OR IN THE DROCHAID NA FLAITHEANAS, OR "BRIDGE OF HEAVEN," OF HEBRIDEAN FOLK-LORE. THOSE GODS WHO WERE CONNECTED WITH THE SKY MAY HAVE BEEN HELD TO DWELL THERE OR ON THE MOUNTAIN SUPPORTING IT. OTHERS, LIKE THE CELTIC DISPATER, DWELT UNDERGROUND. SOME WERE CONNECTED WITH MOUNDS AND HILLS, OR WERE SUPPOSED TO HAVE TAKEN UP THEIR ABODE IN THEM. OTHERS, AGAIN, DWELT IN A DISTANT REGION, THE CELTIC ELYSIUM, WHICH, ONCE THE CELTS REACHED THE SEA, BECAME A FAR-OFF ISLAND. THOSE DIVINITIES WORSHIPPED IN GROVES WERE BELIEVED TO DWELL THERE AND TO MANIFEST THEMSELVES AT MIDDAY OR MIDNIGHT, WHILE SUCH OBJECTS OF NATURE AS RIVERS, WELLS, AND TREES WERE HELD TO BE THE ABODE OF GODS OR SPIRITS. THUS, IT IS DOUBTFUL WHETHER THE CELTS EVER THOUGHT OF THEIR GODS AS DWELLING IN ONE OLYMPUS. THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN ARE SAID TO HAVE COME FROM HEAVEN, BUT THIS MAY BE THE MERE ASSERTION OF SOME SCRIBE WHO KNEW NOT WHAT TO MAKE OF THIS GROUP OF BEINGS. IN CELTIC BELIEF MEN WERE NOT SO MUCH CREATED BY GODS AS DESCENDED FROM THEM. "ALL THE GAULS ASSERT THAT THEY ARE DESCENDED FROM DISPATER, AND THIS, THEY SAY, HAS BEEN HANDED DOWN TO THEM BY THE DRUIDS." DISPATER WAS A CELTIC UNDERWORLD GOD OF FERTILITY, AND THE STATEMENT PROBABLY PRESUPPOSES A MYTH, LIKE THAT FOUND AMONG MANY PRIMITIVE PEOPLES, TELLING HOW MEN ONCE LIVED UNDERGROUND AND THENCE CAME TO THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH. BUT IT ALSO POINTS TO THEIR DESCENT FROM THE GOD OF THE UNDERWORLD. THITHER THE DEAD RETURNED TO HIM WHO WAS ANCESTOR OF THE LIVING AS WELL AS LORD OF THE DEAD. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF THE EARTH HAD ORIGINALLY BEEN THOUGHT OF AS A FEMALE, SHE AS EARTH-MOTHER WOULD BE ANCESTRESS OF MEN. BUT HER PLACE IN THE MYTH WOULD EASILY BE TAKEN BY THE EARTH OR UNDER-EARTH GOD, PERHAPS REGARDED AS HER SON OR HER CONSORT. IN OTHER CASES, CLANS, FAMILIES, OR INDIVIDUALS OFTEN TRACED THEIR DESCENT TO GODS OR DIVINE ANIMALS OR PLANTS. CLASSICAL WRITERS OCCASIONALLY SPEAK OF THE ORIGIN OF BRANCHES OF THE CELTIC RACE FROM EPONYMOUS FOUNDERS, PERHAPS FROM THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF EXISTING CELTIC MYTHS. AMMIANUS MARCELLINUS ALSO REPORTS A DRUIDIC TRADITION TO THE EFFECT THAT SOME GAULS WERE INDIGENOUS, SOME HAD COME FROM DISTANT ISLANDS, AND OTHERS FROM BEYOND THE RHINE. BUT THIS IS NOT SO MUCH A MYTH OF ORIGINS, AS AN EXPLANATION OF THE PRESENCE OF DIFFERENT PEOPLES IN GAUL—THE ABORIGINES, THE CELTÆ, AND THE BELGIC GAULS. M. D'ARBOIS ASSUMES THAT "DISTANT ISLANDS" MEANS THE CELTIC ELYSIUM, WHICH HE REGARDS AS THE LAND OF THE DEAD, BUT THE PHRASE IS PROBABLY NO MORE THAN A DISTORTED REMINISCENCE OF THE FAR-OFF LANDS WHENCE EARLY GROUPS OF CELTS HAD REACHED GAUL. 
OF THE CREATION OF THE WORLD NO COMPLETE MYTH HAS SURVIVED, THOUGH FROM A GLOSS TO THE SENCHUS MÓR WE LEARN THAT THE DRUIDS, LIKE THE BRĀHMANS, BOASTED THAT THEY HAD MADE SUN, MOON, EARTH, AND SEA--A BOAST IN KEEPING WITH THEIR SUPPOSED POWERS OVER THE ELEMENTS. CERTAIN FOLK-BELIEFS, REGARDING THE ORIGIN OF DIFFERENT PARTS OF NATURE, BEAR A CLOSE RESEMBLANCE TO PRIMITIVE COSMOGONIC MYTHS, AND THEY MAY BE TAKEN AS DISJECTA MEMBRA OF SIMILAR MYTHS HELD BY THE CELTS AND PERHAPS TAUGHT BY THE DRUIDS. THUS SEA, RIVERS, OR SPRINGS AROSE FROM THE MICTURITION OF A GIANT, FAIRY, OR SAINT, OR FROM THEIR SWEAT OR BLOOD. ISLANDS ARE ROCKS CAST BY GIANTS, AND MOUNTAINS ARE THE MATERIAL THROWN UP BY THEM AS THEY WERE WORKING ON THE EARTH. WELLS SPRANG UP FROM THE BLOOD OF A MARTYR OR FROM THE TOUCH OF A SAINT'S OR A FAIRY'S STAFF. THE SEA ORIGINATED FROM A MAGIC CASK GIVEN BY GOD TO A WOMAN. THE SPIGOT, WHEN OPENED, COULD NOT BE CLOSED AGAIN, AND THE CASK NEVER CEASED RUNNING UNTIL THE WATERS COVERED THE EARTH--A TALE WITH SAVAGE PARALLELS. IN ALL THESE CASES, GIANT, SAINT, OR FAIRY HAS DOUBTLESS TAKEN THE PLACE OF A GOD, SINCE THE STORIES HAVE A VERY, PRIMITIVE FACIES. THE GIANT IS FREQUENTLY GARGANTUA, PROBABLY HIMSELF ONCE A DIVINITY. OTHER REFERENCES IN IRISH TEXTS POINT TO THE COMMON COSMOGONIC MYTH OF THE EARTH HAVING GRADUALLY ASSUMED ITS PRESENT FORM. THUS, MANY NEW LAKES AND PLAINS ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN FORMED IN IRELAND DURING THE TIME OF PARTHOLAN AND NEMED, THE PLAINS BEING APPARENTLY BUILT UP OUT OF EXISTING MATERIALS. IN SOME CASES, THE FORMATION OF A LAKE WAS THE RESULT OF DIGGING THE GRAVE OF SOME PERSONAGE AFTER WHOM THE LAKE WAS THEN NAMED. HERE WE COME UPON THE FAMILIAR IDEA OF THE DANGER OF ENCROACHING ON THE DOMAIN OF A DEITY, THAT OF THE EARTH-GOD, BY DIGGING THE EARTH, WITH THE CONSEQUENT PUNISHMENT BY A FLOOD. THE SAME CONCEPTION IS FOUND IN CELTIC STORIES OF A LAKE OR RIVER FORMED FROM THE OVERFLOWING OF A SACRED WELL THROUGH HUMAN CARELESSNESS OR CURIOSITY, WHICH LED TO THE ANGER OF THE DIVINITY OF THE WELL. OR, AGAIN, A TOWN OR CASTLE IS SUBMERGED ON ACCOUNT OF THE WICKEDNESS OF ITS INHABITANTS, THE WATERS BEING PRODUCED BY THE CURSE OF GOD OR A SAINT (REPLACING A PAGAN GOD) AND FORMING A LAKE. THESE MAY BE REGARDED AS FORMS OF A CELTIC DELUGE-MYTH, WHICH IN ONE CASE, THAT OF THE WELSH STORY OF THE SHIP OF NEVYD, WHICH SAVED DWYVAN AND DWYFACH AND A PAIR OF ALL KINDS OF ANIMALS WHEN LAKE LLION OVERFLOWED, HAS APPARENTLY BORROWED FROM THE BIBLICAL STORY. IN OTHER CASES, LAKES ARE FORMED FROM THE TEARS OF A GOD, MANANNAN, WHOSE TEARS AT THE DEATH OF HIS SON FORMED THREE LOCHS IN ERIN. APOLLONIUS REPORTS THAT THE WATERS OF ERIDANUS ORIGINATED FROM THE TEARS OF APOLLO WHEN DRIVEN FROM HEAVEN BY HIS FATHER. THIS STORY, WHICH HE SAYS IS CELTIC, HAS BEEN CLOTHED BY HIM IN A GREEK FORM, AND THE GOD IN QUESTION MAY HAVE BEEN BELENOS, EQUATED WITH APOLLO. SOMETIMES THE FORMATION OF STREAMS WAS ASCRIBED TO GREAT HAIL-STORMS--AN EVIDENT MYTHIC RENDERING OF THE DAMAGE DONE BY ACTUAL SPATES, WHILE THE IRISH MYTHS OF [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] "ILLIMITABLE SEA-BURSTS," OF WHICH THREE PARTICULAR INSTANCES ARE OFTEN MENTIONED, WERE DOUBTLESS THE RESULT OF THE EXPERIENCE OF TIDAL WAVES. ALTHOUGH NO COMPLETE ACCOUNT OF THE END OF ALL THINGS, LIKE THAT OF THE SCANDINAVIAN RAGNAROK, HAS SURVIVED, SCATTERED HINTS TELL OF ITS FORMER EXISTENCE. STRABO SAYS THAT THE DRUIDS TAUGHT THAT "FIRE AND WATER MUST ONE DAY PREVAIL"--AN EVIDENT BELIEF IN SOME FINAL CATACLYSM. THIS IS ALSO HINTED AT IN THE WORDS OF CERTAIN GAULS TO ALEXANDER, TELLING HIM THAT WHAT THEY FEARED MOST OF ALL WAS THE FALL OF THE HEAVENS UPON THEIR HEADS. IN OTHER WORDS, THEY FEARED WHAT WOULD BE THE SIGNAL OF THE END OF ALL THINGS. ON IRISH GROUND THE WORDS OF CONCHOBAR MAY REFER TO THIS. HE ANNOUNCED THAT HE WOULD RESCUE THE CAPTIVES AND SPOIL TAKEN BY MEDB, UNLESS THE HEAVENS FELL, AND THE EARTH BURST OPEN, AND THE SEA ENGULPHED ALL THINGS. SUCH A MYTH MINGLED WITH CHRISTIAN BELIEFS MAY UNDERLIE THE PROPHECY OF BADB AFTER MAG-TURED REGARDING THE EVILS TO COME AND THE END OF THE WORLD, AND THAT OF FERCERTNE IN THE COLLOQUY OF THE TWO SAGES. BOTH HAVE A CURIOUS RESEMBLANCE TO THE SYBIL'S PROPHECY OF DOOM IN THE VOLUSPA. IF THE GODS THEMSELVES WERE INVOLVED IN SUCH A CATASTROPHE, IT WOULD NOT BE SURPRISING, SINCE IN SOME ASPECTS THEIR IMMORTALITY DEPENDED ON THEIR EATING AND DRINKING IMMORTAL FOOD AND DRINK. 
CHAPTER XVI.
SACRIFICE, PRAYER, AND DIVINATION.
THE SEMITES ARE OFTEN CONSIDERED THE WORST OFFENDERS IN THE MATTER OF HUMAN SACRIFICE, BUT IN THIS, ACCORDING TO CLASSICAL EVIDENCE, THEY WERE CLOSELY RIVALLED BY THE CELTS OF GAUL. THEY OFFERED HUMAN VICTIMS ON THE PRINCIPLE OF A LIFE FOR A LIFE, OR TO PROPITIATE THE GODS, OR IN ORDER TO DIVINE THE FUTURE FROM THE ENTRAILS OF THE VICTIM. WE SHALL EXAMINE THE CELTIC CUSTOM OF HUMAN SACRIFICE FROM THESE POINTS OF VIEW FIRST. CÆSAR SAYS THAT THOSE AFFLICTED WITH DISEASE OR ENGAGED IN BATTLE OR DANGER OFFER HUMAN VICTIMS OR VOW TO DO SO, BECAUSE UNLESS MAN'S LIFE BE GIVEN FOR MAN'S LIFE, THE DIVINITY OF THE GODS CANNOT BE APPEASED. THE THEORY APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN THAT THE GODS SENT DISEASE OR ILLS WHEN THEY DESIRED A HUMAN LIFE, BUT THAT ANY LIFE WOULD DO; HENCE ONE IN DANGER MIGHT ESCAPE BY OFFERING ANOTHER IN HIS STEAD. IN SOME CASES, THE VICTIMS MAY HAVE BEEN OFFERED TO DISEASE DEMONS OR DISEASES PERSONIFIED, SUCH AS CELTIC IMAGINATION STILL BELIEVES IN, RATHER THAN TO GODS, OR, AGAIN, THEY MAY HAVE BEEN OFFERED TO NATIVE GODS OF HEALING. COMING DANGER COULD ALSO BE AVERTED ON THE SAME PRINCIPLE, AND THOUGH THE VICTIMS WERE USUALLY SLAVES, IN TIMES OF GREAT PERIL WIVES AND CHILDREN WERE SACRIFICED. AFTER A DEFEAT, WHICH SHOWED THAT THE GODS WERE STILL IMPLACABLE, THE WOUNDED AND FEEBLE WERE SLAIN, OR A GREAT LEADER WOULD OFFER HIMSELF. OR IN SUCH A CASE THE CELTS WOULD TURN THEIR WEAPONS AGAINST THEMSELVES, MAKING OF SUICIDE A KIND OF SACRIFICE, HOPING TO BRING VICTORY TO THE SURVIVORS. THE IDEA OF THE VICTIM BEING OFFERED ON THE PRINCIPLE OF A LIFE FOR A LIFE IS ILLUSTRATED BY A CUSTOM AT MARSEILLES IN TIME OF PESTILENCE. ONE OF THE POORER CLASSES OFFERED HIMSELF TO BE KEPT AT THE PUBLIC EXPENSE FOR SOME TIME. HE WAS THEN LED IN PROCESSION, CLAD IN SACRED BOUGHS, AND SOLEMNLY CURSED, AND PRAYER WAS MADE THAT ON HIM MIGHT FALL THE EVILS OF THE COMMUNITY. THEN HE WAS CAST HEADLONG DOWN. HERE THE VICTIM STOOD FOR THE LIVES OF THE CITY AND WAS A KIND OF SCAPE-VICTIM, LIKE THOSE AT THE THARGELIA. HUMAN VICTIMS WERE ALSO OFFERED BY WAY OF THANKSGIVING AFTER VICTORY, AND VOWS WERE OFTEN MADE BEFORE A BATTLE, PROMISING THESE AS WELL AS PART OF THE SPOIL. FOR THIS REASON, THE CELTS WOULD NEVER RANSOM THEIR CAPTIVES, BUT OFFERED THEM IN SACRIFICE, ANIMALS CAPTURED BEING IMMOLATED ALONG WITH THEM. THE METHOD OF SACRIFICE WAS SLAUGHTER BY SWORD OR SPEAR, HANGING, IMPALING, DISMEMBERING, AND DROWNING. SOME GODS WERE PROPITIATED BY ONE PARTICULAR MODE OF SACRIFICE--TARANIS BY BURNING, TEUTATES BY SUFFOCATION, ESUS (PERHAPS A TREE-GOD) BY HANGING ON A TREE. DROWNING MEANT DEVOTING THE VICTIM TO WATER-DIVINITIES. OTHER PROPITIATORY SACRIFICES TOOK PLACE AT INTERVALS, AND HAD A GENERAL OR TRIBAL CHARACTER, THE VICTIMS BEING CRIMINALS OR SLAVES OR EVEN MEMBERS OF THE TRIBE. THE SACRIFICIAL PILE HAD THE RUDE OUTLINE OF A HUMAN FORM, THE LIMBS OF OSIER, ENCLOSING HUMAN AS WELL AS SOME ANIMAL VICTIMS, WHO PERISHED BY FIRE. DIODORUS SAYS THAT THE VICTIMS WERE MALEFACTORS WHO HAD BEEN KEPT IN PRISON FOR FIVE YEARS, AND THAT SOME OF THEM WERE IMPALED. THIS NEED NOT MEAN THAT THE HOLOCAUSTS WERE QUINQUENNIAL, FOR THEY MAY HAVE BEEN OFFERED YEARLY, AT MIDSUMMER, TO JUDGE BY THE RITUAL OF MODERN SURVIVALS. THE VICTIMS PERISHED IN THAT ELEMENT BY WHICH THE SUN-GOD CHIEFLY MANIFESTED HIMSELF, AND BY THE SACRIFICE HIS POWERS WERE AUGMENTED, AND THUS GROWTH AND FERTILITY WERE PROMOTED. THESE HOLOCAUSTS WERE PROBABLY EXTENSIONS OF AN EARLIER SLAYING OF A VICTIM REPRESENTING THE SPIRIT OF VEGETATION, THOUGH THEIR VALUE IN AIDING FERTILITY WOULD BE STILL IN EVIDENCE. THIS IS SUGGESTED BY STRABO'S WORDS THAT THE GREATER THE NUMBER OF MURDERS THE GREATER WOULD BE THE FERTILITY OF THE LAND, PROBABLY MEANING THAT THERE WOULD THEN BE MORE CRIMINALS AS SACRIFICIAL VICTIMS. VARRO ALSO SPEAKS OF HUMAN SACRIFICE TO A GOD EQUATED WITH SATURN, OFFERED BECAUSE OF ALL SEEDS THE HUMAN RACE IS THE BEST, HUMAN VICTIMS ARE MOST PRODUCTIVE OF FERTILITY. 4 THUS, LOOKED AT IN ONE WAY, THE LATER RITE WAS A PROPITIATORY SACRIFICE, IN ANOTHER IT WAS AN ACT OF MAGICO-RELIGIOUS RITUAL SPRINGING FROM THE OLD RITE OF THE DIVINE VICTIM. BUT FROM BOTH POINTS OF VIEW THE INTENTION WAS THE SAME--THE PROMOTION OF FERTILITY IN FIELD AND FOLD. DIVINATION WITH THE BODIES OF HUMAN VICTIMS IS ATTESTED BY TACITUS, WHO SAYS THAT "THE DRUIDS CONSULT THE GODS IN THE PALPITATING ENTRAILS OF MEN," AND BY STRABO, WHO DESCRIBES THE STRIKING DOWN OF THE VICTIM BY THE SWORD AND THE PREDICTING OF THE FUTURE FROM HIS CONVULSIVE MOVEMENTS. TO THIS WE SHALL RETURN. HUMAN SACRIFICE IN GAUL WAS PUT DOWN BY THE ROMANS, WHO WERE AMAZED AT ITS EXTENT, SUETONIUS SUMMING UP THE WHOLE RELIGION IN A PHRASE--DRUIDARUM RELIGIONEM DIRÆ IMMANITATIS. BY THE YEAR 40 A.D. IT HAD CEASED, THOUGH VICTIMS WERE OFFERED SYMBOLICALLY, THE DRUIDS PRETENDING TO STRIKE THEM AND DRAWING A LITTLE BLOOD FROM THEM. ONLY THE PRESSURE OF A HIGHER CIVILISATION FORCED THE SO-CALLED PHILOSOPHIC DRUIDS TO ABANDON THEIR REVOLTING CUSTOMS. AMONG THE CELTS OF BRITAIN HUMAN SACRIFICE STILL PREVAILED IN 77 A.D. DIO CASSIUS DESCRIBES THE REFINEMENTS OF CRUELTY PRACTICED ON FEMALE VICTIMS (PRISONERS OF WAR) IN HONOR OF THE GODDESS ANDRASTA--THEIR BREASTS CUT OFF AND PLACED OVER THEIR MOUTHS, AND A STAKE DRIVEN THROUGH THEIR BODIES, WHICH WERE THEN HUNG IN THE SACRED GROVE. TACITUS SPEAKS OF THE ALTARS IN MONA (ANGLESEY) LAVED WITH HUMAN BLOOD. AS TO THE IRISH CELTS, PATRIOTIC WRITERS HAVE REFUSED TO BELIEVE THEM GUILTY OF SUCH PRACTICES, BUT THERE IS NO PRIORS, REASON WHICH NEED SET THEM APART FROM OTHER RACES ON THE SAME LEVEL OF CIVILIZATION IN THIS CUSTOM. THE IRISH TEXTS NO DOUBT EXAGGERATE THE NUMBER OF THE VICTIMS, BUT THEY CERTAINLY ATTEST THE EXISTENCE OF THE PRACTICE. FROM THE DINDSENCHAS, WHICH DESCRIBES MANY ARCHAIC USAGES, WE LEARN THAT "THE FIRSTLINGS OF EVERY ISSUE AND THE CHIEF SCIONS OF EVERY CLAN" WERE OFFERED TO CROMM CRUAICH--A SACRIFICE OF THE FIRSTBORN,--AND THAT AT ONE FESTIVAL THE PROSTRATIONS OF THE WORSHIPPERS WERE SO VIOLENT THAT THREE-FOURTHS OF THEM PERISHED, NOT IMPROBABLY AN EXAGGERATED MEMORY OF ORGIASTIC RITES. DR. JOYCE THINKS THAT THESE NOTICES ARE AS INCREDIBLE AS THE MYTHIC TALES IN THE DINDSENCHAS. YET THE TALES WERE DOUBTLESS QUITE CREDIBLE TO THE PAGAN IRISH, AND THE RITUAL NOTICES ARE CERTAINLY FOUNDED ON FACT. DR. JOYCE ADMITS THE EXISTENCE OF FOUNDATION SACRIFICES IN IRELAND, AND IT IS DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND WHY HUMAN VICTIMS MAY NOT HAVE BEEN OFFERED ON OTHER OCCASIONS ALSO. THE PURPOSE OF THE SACRIFICE, NAMELY, FERTILITY, IS INDICATED IN THE POETICAL VERSION OF THE CULT OF CROMM--"MILK AND CORN THEY WOULD ASK FROM HIM SPEEDILY, IN RETURN FOR ONE-THIRD OF THEIR HEALTHY ISSUE." [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] THE NEMEDIAN SACRIFICE TO THE FOMORIANS IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN TWO-THIRDS OF THEIR CHILDREN AND OF THE YEAR'S SUPPLY OF CORN AND MILK--AN OBVIOUS MISUNDERSTANDING, THE VICTIMS REALLY BEING OFFERED TO OBTAIN CORN AND MILK. THE NUMBERS ARE EXAGGERATED, BUT THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT AS TO THE NATURE OF THE SACRIFICE--THE OFFERING OF AN AGRICULTURAL FOLK TO THE DIVINITIES WHO HELPED OR RETARDED GROWTH. POSSIBLY PART OF THE FLESH OF THE VICTIMS, AT ONE TIME IDENTIFIED WITH THE GOD, WAS BURIED IN THE FIELDS OR MIXED WITH THE SEED-CORN, IN ORDER TO PROMOTE FERTILITY. THE BLOOD WAS SPRINKLED ON THE IMAGE OF THE GOD. SUCH PRACTICES WERE AS OBNOXIOUS TO CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES AS THEY HAD BEEN TO THE ROMAN GOVERNMENT, AND WE LEARN THAT S. PATRICK PREACHED AGAINST "THE SLAYING OF YOKE OXEN AND MILCH COWS AND THE BURNING OF THE FIRST-BORN PROGENY" AT THE FAIR OF TAILLTE. AS HAS BEEN SEEN, THE IRISH VERSION OF THE PERSEUS AND ANDROMEDA STORY, IN WHICH THE VICTIM IS OFFERED NOT TO A DRAGON, BUT TO THE FOMORIANS, MAY HAVE RECEIVED THIS FORM FROM ACTUAL RITUAL IN WHICH HUMAN VICTIMS WERE SACRIFICED TO THE FOMORIANS. IN A JAPANESE VERSION OF THE SAME STORY THE MAIDEN IS OFFERED TO THE SEA-GODS. ANOTHER TALE SUGGESTS THE OFFERING OF HUMAN VICTIMS TO REMOVE BLIGHT. IN THIS CASE THE LAND SUFFERS FROM BLIGHT BECAUSE THE ADULTERESS BECUMA, MARRIED TO THE KING OF ERIN, HAS PRETENDED TO BE A VIRGIN. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] THE DRUIDS ANNOUNCED THAT THE REMEDY WAS TO SLAY THE SON OF AN UNDEFILED COUPLE AND SPRINKLE THE DOORPOSTS AND THE LAND WITH HIS BLOOD. SUCH A YOUTH WAS FOUND, BUT AT HIS MOTHER’S REQUEST A TWO-BELLIED COW, IN WHICH TWO BIRDS WERE FOUND, WAS OFFERED IN HIS STEAD. IN ANOTHER INSTANCE IN THE DINDSENCHAS, HOSTAGES, INCLUDING THE SON OF A CAPTIVE PRINCE, ARE OFFERED TO REMOVE PLAGUES--AN EQUIVALENT TO THE CUSTOM OF THE GAULS. HUMAN SACRIFICES WERE ALSO OFFERED WHEN THE FOUNDATION OF A NEW BUILDING WAS LAID. SUCH SACRIFICES ARE UNIVERSAL, AND ARE OFFERED TO PROPITIATE THE EARTH SPIRITS OR TO PROVIDE A GHOSTLY GUARDIAN FOR THE BUILDING. A CELTIC LEGEND ATTACHES SUCH A SACRIFICE TO THE FOUNDING OF THE MONASTERY AT IONA. S. ORAN AGREES TO ADOPT S. COLUMBA'S ADVICE "TO GO UNDER THE CLAY OF THIS ISLAND TO HALLOW IT," AND AS A REWARD HE GOES STRAIGHT TO HEAVEN. THE LEGEND IS A SEMI-CHRISTIAN FORM OF THE MEMORY OF AN OLD PAGAN CUSTOM, AND IT IS ATTACHED TO ORAN PROBABLY BECAUSE HE WAS THE FIRST TO BE BURIED IN THE ISLAND. IN ANOTHER VERSION, NOTHING IS SAID OF THE SACRIFICE. THE TWO SAINTS ARE DISPUTING ABOUT THE OTHER WORLD, AND ORAN AGREES TO GO FOR THREE DAYS INTO THE GRAVE TO SETTLE THE POINT AT ISSUE. AT THE END OF THAT TIME THE GRAVE IS OPENED, AND THE TRIUMPHANT ORAN ANNOUNCES THAT HEAVEN AND HELL ARE NOT SUCH AS THEY ARE ALLEGED TO BE. SHOCKED AT HIS LATITUDINARIAN SENTIMENTS, COLUMBA ORDERED EARTH TO BE PILED OVER HIM, LEST HE CAUSE A SCANDAL TO THE FAITH, AND ORAN WAS ACCORDINGLY BURIED ALIVE. IN A WELSH INSTANCE, VORTIGERN'S CASTLE CANNOT BE BUILT, FOR THE STONES DISAPPEAR AS SOON AS THEY ARE LAID. WISE MEN, PROBABLY DRUIDS, ORDER THE SACRIFICE OF A CHILD BORN WITHOUT A FATHER, AND THE SPRINKLING OF THE SITE WITH HIS BLOOD. "GROANING HOSTAGES" WERE PLACED UNDER A FORT IN [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] IRELAND, AND THE FOUNDATION OF THE PALACE OF EMAIN MACHA WAS ALSO LAID WITH A HUMAN VICTIM. MANY SIMILAR LEGENDS ARE CONNECTED WITH BUILDINGS ALL OVER THE CELTIC AREA, AND PROVE THE POPULARITY OF THE PAGAN CUSTOM. THE SACRIFICE OF HUMAN VICTIMS ON THE FUNERAL PILE WILL BE DISCUSSED IN A LATER CHAPTER. OF ALL THESE VARIETIES OF HUMAN SACRIFICE, THOSE OFFERED FOR FERTILITY, PROBABLY AT BELTANE OR MIDSUMMER, WERE THE MOST IMPORTANT. THEIR PROPITIATORY NATURE IS OF LATER ORIGIN, AND THEIR REAL INTENTION WAS TO STRENGTHEN THE DIVINITY BY WHOM THE PROCESSES OF GROWTH WERE DIRECTED. STILL EARLIER, ONE VICTIM REPRESENTED THE DIVINITY, SLAIN THAT HIS LIFE MIGHT BE REVIVED IN VIGOR. THE EARTH WAS SPRINKLED WITH HIS BLOOD AND FED WITH HIS FLESH IN ORDER TO FERTILIZE IT, AND POSSIBLY THE WORSHIPPERS PARTOOK SACRAMENTALLY OF THE FLESH. PROPITIATORY HOLOCAUSTS OF HUMAN VICTIMS HAD TAKEN THE PLACE OF THE SLAIN REPRESENTATIVE OF A GOD, BUT THEIR VALUE IN PROMOTING FERTILITY WAS NOT FORGOTTEN. THE SACRAMENTAL ASPECT OF THE RITE IS PERHAPS TO BE FOUND IN PLINY'S WORDS REGARDING "THE SLAYING OF A HUMAN BEING AS A MOST RELIGIOUS ACT AND EATING THE FLESH AS A WHOLESOME REMEDY" AMONG THE BRITONS. THIS MAY MERELY REFER TO "MEDICINAL CANNIBALISM," SUCH AS STILL SURVIVES IN ITALY, BUT THE PASSAGE RATHER SUGGESTS SACRAMENTAL CANNIBALISM, THE EATING OF PART OF A DIVINE VICTIM, SUCH AS EXISTED IN MEXICO AND ELSEWHERE. OTHER ACTS OF CANNIBALISM ARE REFERRED TO BY CLASSICAL WRITERS. DIODORUS SAYS THE IRISH ATE THEIR ENEMIES, AND PAUSANIAS DESCRIBES THE EATING THE FLESH AND DRINKING THE BLOOD OF CHILDREN AMONG THE GALATIAN CELTS. DRINKING OUT OF A SKULL THE BLOOD OF SLAIN (SACRIFICIAL) ENEMIES IS MENTIONED BY AMMIANUS AND LIVY, AND SOLINUS DESCRIBES THE IRISH CUSTOM OF BATHING THE FACE IN THE BLOOD OF THE SLAIN AND DRINKING IT. IN SOME OF THESE CASES THE INTENTION MAY SIMPLY HAVE BEEN TO OBTAIN THE DEAD ENEMY'S STRENGTH, BUT WHERE A SACRIFICIAL VICTIM WAS CONCERNED, THE INTENTION PROBABLY WENT FURTHER THAN THIS. THE BLOOD OF DEAD RELATIVES WAS ALSO DRUNK IN ORDER TO OBTAIN THEIR VIRTUES, OR TO BE BROUGHT INTO CLOSER RAPPORT WITH THEM. THIS IS ANALOGOUS TO THE CUSTOM OF BLOOD BROTHERHOOD, WHICH ALSO EXISTED AMONG THE CELTS AND CONTINUED AS A SURVIVAL IN THE WESTERN ISLES UNTIL A LATE DATE. ONE GROUP OF CELTIC HUMAN SACRIFICES WAS THUS CONNECTED WITH PRIMITIVE AGRICULTURAL RITUAL, BUT THE WARLIKE ENERGIES OF THE CELTS EXTENDED THE PRACTICE. VICTIMS WERE EASILY OBTAINED, AND OFFERED TO THE GODS OF WAR. YET EVEN THESE SACRIFICES PRESERVED SOME TRACE OF THE OLDER RITE, IN WHICH THE VICTIM REPRESENTED A DIVINITY OR SPIRIT. HEAD-HUNTING, DESCRIBED IN CLASSICAL WRITINGS AND IN IRISH TEXTS, HAD ALSO A SACRIFICIAL ASPECT. THE BEADS OF ENEMIES WERE HUNG AT THE SADDLE-BOW OR FIXED ON SPEARS, AS THE CONQUERORS RETURNED HOME WITH SONGS OF VICTORY. THIS GRUESOME PICTURE OFTEN RECURS IN THE TEXTS. THUS, AFTER THE DEATH OF CÚCHULAINN, CONALL CERNACH RETURNED TO EMER WITH THE HEADS OF HIS SLAYERS STRUNG ON A WITHY. HE PLACED EACH ON A STAKE AND TOLD EMER THE NAME OF THE OWNER. A CELTIC OPPIDUM OR A KING’S PALACE MUST HAVE BEEN AS GRUESOME AS A DAYAK OR SOLOMON ISLAND VILLAGE. EVERYWHERE WERE STAKES CROWNED WITH HEADS, AND THE WALLS OF HOUSES WERE ADORNED WITH THEM. POSEIDONIUS TELLS HOW HE SICKENED AT SUCH A SIGHT, BUT GRADUALLY BECAME MORE ACCUSTOMED TO IT. A ROOM IN THE PALACE WAS SOMETIMES A STORE FOR SUCH HEADS, OR THEY WERE PRESERVED IN CEDAR-WOOD OIL OR IN COFFERS. THEY WERE PROUDLY SHOWN TO STRANGERS AS A RECORD OF CONQUEST, BUT THEY COULD NOT BE SOLD FOR THEIR WEIGHT IN GOLD. AFTER A BATTLE A PILE OF HEADS WAS MADE AND THE NUMBER OF THE SLAIN WAS COUNTED, AND AT ANNUAL FESTIVALS WARRIORS PRODUCED THE TONGUES OF ENEMIES AS A RECORD OF THEIR PROWESS. THESE CUSTOMS HAD A RELIGIOUS ASPECT. IN CUTTING OFF A HEAD THE CELT SALUTED THE GODS, AND THE HEAD WAS OFFERED TO THEM OR TO ANCESTRAL SPIRITS, AND SOMETIMES KEPT IN GROVE OR TEMPLE. THE NAME GIVEN TO THE HEADS OF THE SLAIN IN IRELAND, THE "MAST OF MACHA," SHOWS THAT THEY WERE DEDICATED TO HER, JUST AS SKULLS FOUND UNDER AN ALTAR HAD BEEN DEVOTED TO THE CELTIC MARS. PROBABLY, AS AMONG DAYAKS, AMERICAN INDIANS, AND OTHERS, POSSESSION OF A HEAD WAS A GUARANTEE THAT THE GHOST OF ITS OWNER WOULD BE SUBSERVIENT TO ITS CELTIC POSSESSOR, EITHER IN THIS WORLD OR IN THE NEXT, SINCE THEY ARE SOMETIMES FOUND BURIED IN GRAVES ALONG WITH THE DEAD. OR, SUSPENDED IN TEMPLES, THEY BECAME AN ACTUAL AND SYMBOLICAL OFFERING OF THE LIFE OF THEIR OWNERS, IF, AS IS PROBABLE, THE LIFE OR SOUL WAS THOUGHT TO BE IN THE HEAD. HENCE, TOO, THE CUSTOM OF DRINKING FROM THE SKULL OF THE SLAIN HAD THE INTENTION OF TRANSFERRING HIS POWERS DIRECTLY TO THE DRINKER. MILK DRUNK FROM THE SKULL OF CONALL CERNACH RESTORED TO ENFEEBLED WARRIORS THEIR PRISTINE STRENGTH, AND A FOLK-SURVIVAL IN THE HIGHLANDS--THAT OF DRINKING FROM THE SKULL OF A SUICIDE (HERE TAKING THE PLACE OF THE SLAIN ENEMY) IN ORDER TO RESTORE HEALTH--SHOWS THE SAME IDEA AT WORK. ALL THESE PRACTICES HAD THUS ONE END, THAT OF THE TRANSFERENCE OF SPIRIT FORCE--TO THE GODS, TO THE VICTOR WHO SUSPENDED THE HEAD FROM HIS HOUSE, AND TO ALL WHO DRANK FROM THE SKULL. REPRESENTED IN BAS-RELIEF ON HOUSES OR CARVED ON DAGGER-HANDLES, THE HEAD MAY STILL HAVE BEEN THOUGHT TO POSSESS TALISMANIC PROPERTIES, GIVING POWER TO HOUSE OR WEAPON. POSSIBLY THIS CULT OF HUMAN HEADS MAY HAVE GIVEN RISE TO THE IDEA OF A DIVINE HEAD LIKE THOSE FIGURED ON GAULISH IMAGES, OR DESCRIBED, IN THE STORY OF BRAN. HIS HEAD PRESERVED THE LAND FROM INVASION, UNTIL ARTHUR DISINTERRED IT, THE STORY BEING BASED ON THE BELIEF THAT HEADS OR BODIES OF GREAT WARRIORS STILL HAD A POWERFUL INFLUENCE. THE REPRESENTATION OF THE HEAD OF A GOD, LIKE HIS WHOLE IMAGE, WOULD BE THOUGHT TO POSSESS THE SAME PRESERVATIVE POWER. A POSSIBLE SURVIVAL OF THE SACRIFICE OF THE AGED MAY BE FOUND IN A BRETON CUSTOM OF APPLYING A HEAVY CLUB TO THE HEAD OF OLD PERSONS TO LIGHTEN THEIR DEATH AGONIES, THE CLUBS HAVING BEEN FORMERLY USED TO KILL THEM. THEY ARE KEPT IN CHAPELS, AND ARE REGARDED WITH AWE. ANIMAL VICTIMS WERE ALSO FREQUENTLY OFFERED. THE GALATIAN CELTS MADE A YEARLY SACRIFICE TO THEIR ARTEMIS OF A SHEEP, GOAT, OR CALF, PURCHASED WITH MONEY LAID BY FOR EACH ANIMAL CAUGHT IN THE CHASE. THEIR DOGS WERE FEASTED AND CROWNED WITH FLOWERS. FURTHER DETAILS OF THIS RITUAL ARE UNFORTUNATELY LACKING. ANIMALS CAPTURED IN WAR WERE SACRIFICED TO THE WAR-GODS BY THE GAULS, OR TO A RIVER-GOD, AS WHEN THE HORSES OF THE DEFEATED HOST WERE THROWN INTO THE RHINE BY THE GAULISH CONQUERORS OF MALLIUS. WE HAVE SEEN THAT THE WHITE OXEN SACRIFICED AT THE MISTLETOE RITUAL MAY ONCE HAVE BEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VEGETATION-SPIRIT, WHICH ALSO ANIMATED THE OAK AND THE MISTLETOE. AMONG THE INSULAR CELTS ANIMAL SACRIFICES ARE SCARCELY MENTIONED IN THE TEXTS, PROBABLY THROUGH SUPPRESSION BY LATER SCRIBES, BUT THE LIVES OF IRISH SAINTS CONTAIN A FEW NOTICES OF THE CUSTOM, THAT OF S. PATRICK, WHICH DESCRIBES THE GATHERING OF PRINCES, CHIEFS, AND DRUIDS AT TARA TO SACRIFICE VICTIMS TO IDOLS. IN IRELAND THE PEASANTRY STILL, KILL A SHEEP OR HEIFER FOR S. MARTIN ON HIS FESTIVAL, AND ILL-LUCK IS THOUGHT TO FOLLOW THE NON-OBSERVANCE OF THE RITE. SIMILAR SACRIFICES ON SAINTS' DAYS IN SCOTLAND AND WALES OCCURRED IN CHRISTIAN TIMES. AN EXCELLENT INSTANCE IS THAT OF THE SACRIFICE OF BULLS AT GAIRLOCH FOR THE CURE OF LUNATICS ON S. MAELRUBHA'S DAY (AUGUST 25TH). LIBATIONS OF MILK WERE ALSO POURED OUT ON THE HILLS, RUINED CHAPELS WERE PERAMBULATED, WELLS AND STONES WORSHIPPED, AND DIVINATION PRACTICED. THESE RITES, OCCURRING IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY, WERE CONDEMNED BY THE PRESBYTERY OF DINGWALL, BUT WITH LITTLE EFFECT, AND SOME OF THEM STILL SURVIVE. 6 IN ALL THESE CASES THE SAINT HAS SUCCEEDED TO THE RITUAL OF AN EARLIER GOD. MR. COOK SURMISES THAT S. MAELRUBHA WAS THE SUCCESSOR OF A DIVINE KING CONNECTED WITH AN OAK AND SACRED WELL, THE GOD OR SPIRIT OF WHICH WAS INCARNATE IN HIM. THESE DIVINE KINGS MAY AT ONE TIME HAVE BEEN SLAIN, OR A BULL, SIMILARLY INCARNATING THE GOD OR SPIRIT, MAY HAVE BEEN KILLED AS A SURROGATE. THIS SLAYING WAS AT A LATER TIME REGARDED AS A SACRIFICE AND CONNECTED WITH THE CURE OF MADNESS. THE RITE WOULD THUS BE ON A PARALLEL WITH THE SLAYING OF THE OXEN AT THE MISTLETOE GATHERING, AS ALREADY INTERPRETED. EILEAN MAREE (MAELRUBHA), WHERE THE TREE AND WELL STILL EXIST, WAS ONCE KNOWN AS EILEAN MO RIGH ("THE ISLAND OF MY KING"), OR EILEAN A MHOR RIGH ("OF THE GREAT KING"), THE KING HAVING BEEN WORSHIPPED AS A GOD. THIS PIECE OF CORROBORATIVE EVIDENCE WAS GIVEN BY THE OLDEST INHABITANT TO SIR ARTHUR MITCHELL. THE PEOPLE ALSO SPOKE OF THE GOD MOURIE. OTHER SURVIVALS OF ANIMAL SACRIFICE ARE FOUND IN CASES OF CATTLE-PLAGUE, AS IN MORAYSHIRE SIXTY YEARS AGO, IN WALES, DEVON, AND THE ISLE OF MAN. THE VICTIM WAS BURNED AND ITS ASHES SPRINKLED ON THE HERD, OR IT WAS THROWN INTO THE SEA OR OVER A PRECIPICE. PERHAPS IT WAS BOTH A PROPITIATORY SACRIFICE AND A SCAPE-ANIMAL, CARRYING AWAY THE DISEASE, THOUGH THE RITE MAY BE CONNECTED WITH THE FORMER SLAYING OF A DIVINE ANIMAL WHOSE DEATH BENEFITED ALL THE CATTLE OF THE DISTRICT. IN THE HEBRIDES THE SPIRITS OF EARTH AND AIR WERE PROPITIATED EVERY QUARTER BY THROWING OUTSIDE THE DOOR A COCK, HEN, DUCK, OR CAT, WHICH WAS SUPPOSED TO BE SEIZED BY THEM. IF THE RITE WAS NEGLECTED, MISFORTUNE WAS SURE TO FOLLOW. THE ANIMAL CARRIED AWAY EVILS FROM THE HOUSE, AND WAS ALSO A PROPITIATORY SACRIFICE. THE BLOOD OF VICTIMS WAS SPRINKLED ON ALTARS, IMAGES, AND TREES, OR, AS AMONG THE BOII, IT WAS PLACED IN A SKULL ADORNED WITH GOLD. OTHER LIBATIONS ARE KNOWN MAINLY FROM FOLK-SURVIVALS. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] THUS BRETON FISHERMEN SALUTE REEFS AND JUTTING PROMONTORIES, SAY PRAYERS, AND POUR A GLASS OF WINE OR THROW A BISCUIT OR AN OLD GARMENT INTO THE SEA. IN THE HEBRIDES A CURIOUS RITE WAS PERFORMED ON MAUNDY THURSDAY. AFTER MIDNIGHT A MAN WALKED INTO THE SEA, AND POURED ALE OR GRUEL ON THE WATERS, AT THE SAME TIME SINGING: "O GOD OF THE SEA, PUT WEED IN THE DRAWING WAVE, TO ENRICH THE GROUND, TO SHOWER ON US FOOD." [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] THOSE ON SHORE TOOK UP THE STRAIN IN CHORUS. THUS, THE RITE WAS DESCRIBED BY ONE WHO TOOK PART IN IT A CENTURY AGO, BUT MARTIN, WRITING IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY, GIVES OTHER DETAILS. THE CUP OF ALE WAS OFFERED WITH THE WORDS, "SHONY, I GIVE YOU THIS CUP OF ALE, HOPING THAT YOU WILL BE SO KIND AS TO SEND PLENTY OF SEAWEED FOR ENRICHING OUR GROUND FOR THE ENSUING YEAR." ALL THEN WENT IN SILENCE TO THE CHURCH AND REMAINED THERE FOR A TIME, AFTER WHICH THEY INDULGED IN AN ORGY OUT-OF-DOORS. THIS ORGIASTIC RITE MAY ONCE HAVE INCLUDED THE INTERCOURSE OF THE SEXES--A POWERFUL CHARM FOR FERTILITY. "SHONY" WAS SOME OLD SEA-GOD, AND ANOTHER DIVINITY OF THE SEA, BRIANNIUL, WAS SOMETIMES INVOKED FOR THE SAME PURPOSE. UNTIL RECENTLY MILK WAS POURED ON "GRUAGACH STONES" IN THE HEBRIDES, AS AN OFFERING TO THE GRUAGACH, A BROWNIE WHO WATCHED OVER HERDS, AND WHO HAD TAKEN THE PLACE OF A GOD. 
PRAYER.
PRAYER ACCOMPANIED MOST RITES, AND PROBABLY CONSISTED OF TRADITIONAL FORMULAE, ON THE EXACT RECITAL OF WHICH DEPENDED THEIR VALUE. THE DRUIDS INVOKED A GOD DURING THE MISTLETOE RITE, AND AT A GALATIAN SACRIFICE, OFFERED TO BRING BIRDS TO DESTROY GRASSHOPPERS, PRAYER WAS MADE TO THE BIRDS THEMSELVES. IN MONA, AT THE ROMAN INVASION, THE DRUIDS RAISED THEIR ARMS AND UTTERED PRAYERS FOR DELIVERANCE, AT THE SAME TIME CURSING THE INVADERS, AND BOUDICCA INVOKED THE PROTECTION OF THE GODDESS ANDRASTA IN A SIMILAR MANNER. CHANTS WERE SUNG BY THE "PRIESTESSES" OF SENA TO RAISE STORMS, AND THEY WERE ALSO SUNG BY WARRIORS BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER A BATTLE, TO THE ACCOMPANIMENT OF A MEASURED DANCE AND THE CLASHING OF ARMS. THESE WARRIOR CHANTS WERE COMPOSED BY BARDS, AND PROBABLY INCLUDED INVOCATIONS OF THE WAR-GODS AND THE RECITAL OF FAMOUS DEEDS. THEY MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN OF THE NATURE OF SPELLS ENSURING THE HELP OF THE GODS, LIKE THE WAR-CRIES UTTERED BY A WHOLE ARMY TO THE SOUND OF TRUMPETS. THESE CONSISTED OF THE NAME OF A GOD, OF A TRIBE OR CLAN, OR OF SOME WELL-KNOWN PHRASE. AS THE RECITAL OF A DIVINE NAME IS OFTEN SUPPOSED TO FORCE THE GOD TO HELP, THESE CRIES HAD THUS A MAGICAL ASPECT, WHILE THEY ALSO STRUCK TERROR INTO THE FOE. WARRIORS ALSO ADVANCED DANCING TO THE FRAY, AND THEY ARE DEPICTED ON COINS DANCING ON HORSEBACK OR BEFORE A SWORD, WHICH WAS WORSHIPPED BY THE CELTS. THE CELTIBERIAN FESTIVAL AT THE FULL MOON CONSISTED ENTIRELY OF DANCING. THE DANCE IS A PRIMITIVE METHOD OF EXPRESSING RELIGIOUS EMOTION, AND WHERE IT IMITATES CERTAIN ACTIONS, IT IS INTENDED BY MAGICAL INFLUENCE TO CROWN THE ACTIONS THEMSELVES WITH SUCCESS. IT IS THUS A KIND OF ACTED PRAYER WITH MAGICAL RESULTS. 
DIVINATION.
A SPECIAL CLASS OF DIVINERS EXISTED AMONG THE CELTS, BUT THE DRUIDS PRACTICED DIVINATION, AS DID ALSO THE UNOFFICIAL LAYMAN. CLASSICAL WRITERS SPEAK OF THE CELTS AS OF ALL NATIONS THE MOST DEVOTED TO, AND THE MOST EXPERIENCED IN, THE SCIENCE OF DIVINATION. DIVINATION WITH A HUMAN VICTIM IS DESCRIBED BY DIODORUS. LIBATIONS WERE POURED OVER HIM, AND HE WAS THEN SLAIN, AUGURIES BEING DRAWN FROM THE METHOD OF HIS FALL, THE MOVEMENTS OF HIS LIMBS, AND THE FLOWING OF HIS BLOOD. DIVINATION WITH THE ENTRAILS WAS USED IN GALATIA, GAUL, AND BRITAIN. BEASTS AND BIRDS ALSO PROVIDED OMENS. THE COURSE TAKEN BY A HARE LET LOOSE GAVE AN OMEN OF SUCCESS TO THE BRITONS, AND IN IRELAND DIVINATION WAS USED WITH A SACRIFICIAL ANIMAL. AMONG BIRDS THE CROW WAS PREEMINENT, AND TWO CROWS ARE REPRESENTED SPEAKING INTO THE EARS OF A MAN ON A BAS-RELIEF AT COMPIÈGNE. THE CELTS BELIEVED THAT THE CROW HAD SHOWN WHERE TOWNS SHOULD BE FOUNDED, OR HAD FURNISHED A REMEDY AGAINST POISON, AND IT WAS ALSO AN ARBITER OF DISPUTES. ARTEMIDORUS DESCRIBES HOW, AT A CERTAIN PLACE, THERE WERE TWO CROWS. PERSONS HAVING A DISPUTE SET OUT TWO HEAPS OF SWEETMEATS, ONE FOR EACH DISPUTANT. THE BIRDS SWOOPED DOWN UPON THEM, EATING ONE AND DISPERSING THE OTHER. HE WHOSE HEAP HAD BEEN SCATTERED WON THE CASE. BIRDS WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE GUIDED THE MIGRATING CELTS, AND THEIR FLIGHT FURNISHED AUGURIES, BECAUSE, AS DEIOTAURUS GRAVELY SAID, BIRDS NEVER LIE. DIVINATION BY THE VOICES OF BIRDS WAS USED BY THE IRISH DRUIDS. OMENS WERE DRAWN FROM THE DIRECTION OF THE SMOKE AND FLAMES OF SACRED FIRES AND FROM THE CONDITION OF THE CLOUDS. WANDS OF YEW WERE CARRIED BY DRUIDS--"THE WAND OF DRUIDISM" OF MANY FOLK-TALES--AND WERE USED PERHAPS AS DIVINING-RODS. OGAMS WERE ALSO ENGRAVED ON RODS OF YEWS, AND FROM THESE DRUIDS DIVINED HIDDEN THINGS. BY THIS MEANS THE DRUID DALAN DISCOVERED WHERE ETAIN HAD BEEN HIDDEN BY THE GOD MIDER. THE METHOD USED MAY HAVE BEEN THAT OF DRAWING ONE OF THE RODS BY LOT AND THEN DIVINING FROM THE MARKS UPON IT. A SIMILAR METHOD WAS USED TO DISCOVER THE ROUTE TO BE TAKEN BY INVADERS, THE RESULT BEING SUPPOSED TO DEPEND ON DIVINE INTERPOSITION. THE KNOWLEDGE OF ASTRONOMY ASCRIBED BY CÆSAR TO THE DRUIDS WAS PROBABLY OF A SIMPLE KIND, AND MUCH MIXED WITH ASTROLOGY AND THOUGH IT FURNISHED THE DATA FOR COMPUTING A SIMPLE CALENDAR, ITS USE WAS LARGELY MAGICAL. IRISH DIVINERS FORECAST THE TIME TO BUILD A HOUSE BY THE STARS, AND THE DATE AT WHICH S. COLUMBA'S EDUCATION SHOULD BEGIN, WAS SIMILARLY DISCOVERED. THE IMBAS FOROSNAI, "ILLUMINATION BETWEEN THE HANDS," WAS USED BY THE FILÉ TO DISCOVER HIDDEN THINGS. HE CHEWED A PIECE OF RAW FLESH AND PLACED IT AS AN OFFERING TO THE IMAGES OF THE GODS WHOM HE DESIRED TO HELP HIM. IF ENLIGHTENMENT DID NOT COME BY THE NEXT DAY, HE PRONOUNCED INCANTATIONS ON HIS PALMS, WHICH HE THEN PLACED ON HIS CHEEKS BEFORE FALLING ASLEEP. THE REVELATION FOLLOWED IN A DREAM, OR SOMETIMES AFTER AWAKING. PERHAPS THE ANIMAL WHOSE FLESH WAS EATEN WAS A SACRED ONE. ANOTHER METHOD WAS THAT OF THE TEINM LAEGHA. THE FILÉ MADE A VERSE AND REPEATED IT OVER SOME PERSON OR THING REGARDING WHICH HE SOUGHT INFORMATION, OR HE PLACED HIS STAFF ON THE PERSON'S BODY AND SO OBTAINED WHAT HE SOUGHT. THE RITE WAS ALSO PRECEDED BY SACRIFICE; HENCE S. PATRICK PROHIBITED BOTH IT AND THE IMBAS FOROSNAI. ANOTHER INCANTATION, THE CÉTNAD, WAS SUNG THROUGH THE FIST TO DISCOVER THE TRACK OF STOLEN CATTLE OR OF THE THIEF. IF THIS DID NOT BRING ENLIGHTENMENT, THE FILÉ WENT TO SLEEP AND OBTAINED THE KNOWLEDGE THROUGH A DREAM. ANOTHER CÉTNAD FOR OBTAINING INFORMATION REGARDING LENGTH OF LIFE WAS ADDRESSED TO THE SEVEN DAUGHTERS OF THE SEA. PERHAPS THE INCANTATION WAS REPEATED MECHANICALLY UNTIL THE SEER FELL INTO A KIND OF TRANCE. DIVINATION BY DREAMS WAS ALSO USED BY THE CONTINENTAL CELTS. OTHER METHODS RESEMBLE "TRANCE-UTTERANCE." "A GREAT OBNUBILATION WAS CONJURED UP FOR THE BARD SO THAT HE SLEPT A HEAVY SLEEP, AND THINGS MAGIC-BEGOTTEN WERE SHEWN TO HIM TO ENUNCIATE," APPARENTLY IN HIS SLEEP. THIS WAS CALLED "ILLUMINATION BY RHYMES," AND A SIMILAR METHOD WAS USED IN WALES. WHEN CONSULTED, THE SEER ROARED VIOLENTLY UNTIL HE WAS BESIDE HIMSELF, AND OUT OF HIS RAVINGS THE DESIRED INFORMATION WAS GATHERED. WHEN AROUSED FROM THIS ECSTATIC CONDITION, HE HAD NO REMEMBRANCE OF WHAT BE HAD UTTERED. GIRALDUS REPORTS THIS, AND THINKS, WITH THE MODERN SPIRITUALIST, THAT THE UTTERANCE WAS CAUSED BY SPIRITS. THE RESEMBLANCE TO MODERN TRANCE-UTTERANCE AND TO SIMILAR METHODS USED BY SAVAGES IS REMARKABLE, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCE SEES IN IT THE PROMPTINGS OF THE SUBLIMINAL SELF IN SLEEP. THE TAGHAIRM OF THE HIGHLANDERS WAS A SURVIVAL FROM PAGAN TIMES. THE SEER WAS USUALLY BOUND IN A COW'S HIDE—THE ANIMAL, IT MAY BE CONJECTURED, HAVING BEEN SACRIFICED IN EARLIER TIMES. HE WAS LEFT IN A DESOLATE PLACE, AND WHILE HE SLEPT SPIRITS WERE SUPPOSED TO INSPIRE HIS DREAMS. CLOTHING IN THE SKIN OF A SACRIFICIAL ANIMAL, BY WHICH THE PERSON THUS CLOTHED IS BROUGHT INTO CONTACT WITH IT AND HENCE WITH THE DIVINITY TO WHICH IT IS OFFERED, OR WITH THE DIVINE ANIMAL ITSELF WHERE THE VICTIM IS SO REGARDED, IS A WIDESPREAD CUSTOM. HENCE, IN THIS CELTIC USAGE, CONTACT WITH DIVINITY THROUGH THE HIDE WOULD BE EXPECTED TO PRODUCE ENLIGHTENMENT. FOR A LIKE REASON THE IRISH SACRIFICED A SHEEP FOR THE RECOVERY OF THE SICK, AND CLOTHED THE PATIENT IN ITS SKIN. BINDING THE LIMBS OF THE SEER IS ALSO A WIDESPREAD CUSTOM, PERHAPS TO RESTRAIN HIS CONVULSIONS OR TO CONCENTRATE THE PSYCHIC FORCE. BOTH AMONG THE CONTINENTAL AND IRISH CELTS THOSE WHO SOUGHT HIDDEN KNOWLEDGE SLEPT ON GRAVES, HOPING TO BE INSPIRED BY THE SPIRITS OF THE DEAD. LEGEND TOLD HOW, THE FULL VERSION OF THE TÁIN HAVING BEEN LOST, MURGAN THE FILÉ SANG AN INCANTATION OVER THE GRAVE OF FERGUS MAC ROIG. A CLOUD HID HIM FOR THREE DAYS, AND DURING THAT TIME THE DEAD MAN APPEARED AND RECITED THE SAGA TO HIM. IN IRELAND AND THE HIGHLANDS, DIVINATION BY LOOKING INTO THE SHOULDER-BLADE OF A SHEEP WAS USED TO DISCOVER FUTURE EVENTS OR THINGS HAPPENING AT A DISTANCE, A SURVIVAL FROM PAGAN TIMES. THE SCHOLIAST ON LUCAN DESCRIBES THE DRUIDIC METHOD OF CHEWING ACORNS AND THEN PROPHESYING, JUST AS, IN IRELAND, EATING NUTS FROM THE SACRED HAZELS ROUND CONNLA'S WELL GAVE INSPIRATION. THE "PRIESTESSES" OF SENA AND THE "DRUIDESSES" OF THE THIRD CENTURY HAD THE GIFT OF PROPHECY, AND IT WAS ALSO ASCRIBED FREELY TO THE FILID, THE DRUIDS, AND TO CHRISTIAN SAINTS. DRUIDS ARE SAID TO HAVE PROPHESIED THE COMING OF S. PATRICK, AND SIMILAR PROPHECIES ARE PUT IN THE MOUTHS OF FIONN AND OTHERS, JUST AS MONTEZUMA'S PRIESTS FORETOLD THE COMING OF THE SPANIARDS. THE WORD USED FOR SUCH PROPHECIES--BAILE, MEANS "ECSTASY," AND IT SUGGESTS THAT THE PROPHET WORKED HIMSELF INTO A FRENZY AND THEN FELL INTO A TRANCE, IN WHICH HE UTTERED HIS FORECAST. PROPHECIES WERE ALSO MADE AT THE BIRTH OF A CHILD, DESCRIBING ITS FUTURE CAREER. CAREFUL ATTENTION WAS GIVEN TO THE UTTERANCES OF DRUIDIC PROPHETS, MEDB'S WARRIORS POSTPONED THEIR EXPEDITION FOR FIFTEEN DAYS, BECAUSE THE DRUIDS TOLD THEM THEY WOULD NOT SUCCEED IF THEY SET OUT SOONER. MYTHICAL PERSONAGES OR DIVINITIES ARE SAID IN THE IRISH TEXTS TO HAVE STOOD ON ONE LEG, WITH ONE ARM EXTENDED, AND ONE EYE CLOSED, WHEN UTTERING PROPHECIES OR INCANTATIONS, AND THIS WAS DOUBTLESS AN ATTITUDE USED BY THE SEER. A SIMILAR METHOD IS KNOWN ELSEWHERE, AND IT MAY HAVE BEEN INTENDED TO PRODUCE GREATER FORCE. FROM THIS ATTITUDE MAY HAVE ORIGINATED MYTHS OF BEINGS WITH ONE ARM, ONE LEG, AND ONE EYE, LIKE SOME FOMORIANS OR THE FACHAN WHOSE WEIRD PICTURE CAMPBELL OF ISLAY DREW FROM VERBAL DESCRIPTIONS. EARLY CELTIC SAINTS OCCASIONALLY DESCRIBE LAPSES INTO HEATHENISM IN IRELAND, NOT CHARACTERIZED BY "IDOLATRY," BUT BY WIZARDRY, DEALING IN CHARMS, AND FIDLANNA, PERHAPS A KIND OF DIVINATION WITH PIECES OF WOOD. BUT IT IS MUCH MORE LIKELY THAT THESE HAD NEVER REALLY BEEN ABANDONED. THEY BELONG TO THE PRIMITIVE ELEMENT OF RELIGION AND MAGIC WHICH PEOPLE CLING TO LONG AFTER THEY HAVE GIVEN UP "IDOLATRY."
CHAPTER XVII.
TABU.
THE IRISH GEIS, PL. GEASA, WHICH MAY BE RENDERED BY TABU, HAD TWO SENSES. IT MEANT SOMETHING WHICH MUST NOT BE DONE FOR FEAR OF DISASTROUS CONSEQUENCES, AND ALSO AN OBLIGATION TO DO SOMETHING COMMANDED BY ANOTHER. AS A TABU THE GEIS HAD A LARGE PLACE IN IRISH LIFE, AND WAS PROBABLY KNOWN TO OTHER BRANCHES OF THE CELTS. IT FOLLOWED THE GENERAL COURSE OF TABU WHEREVER FOUND. SOMETIMES IT WAS IMPOSED BEFORE BIRTH, OR IT WAS HEREDITARY, OR CONNECTED WITH TOTEMISM. LEGENDS, HOWEVER, OFTEN AROSE GIVING A DIFFERENT EXPLANATION TO GEASA, LONG AFTER THE CUSTOMS IN WHICH THEY ORIGINATED HAD BEEN FORGOTTEN. IT WAS ONE OF DIARMAID'S GEASA NOT TO HUNT THE BOAR OF BEN GULBAN, AND THIS WAS PROBABLY TOTEMIC IN ORIGIN. BUT LEGEND TOLD HOW HIS FATHER KILLED A CHILD, THE CORPSE BEING CHANGED INTO A BOAR BY THE CHILD'S FATHER, WHO SAID ITS SPAN OF LIFE WOULD BE THE SAME AS DIARMAID'S, AND THAT HE WOULD BE SLAIN BY IT. OENGUS PUT GEASA ON DIARMAID NOT TO HUNT IT, BUT AT FIONN'S DESIRE HE BROKE THESE, AND WAS KILLED. OTHER GEASA--THOSE OF CÚCHULAINN NOT TO EAT DOG'S FLESH, AND OF CONAIRE NEVER TO CHASE BIRDS--ALSO POINT TO TOTEMISM. IN SOME CASES, GEASA WERE BASED ON IDEAS OF RIGHT AND WRONG, HONOR OR DISHONOR, OR WERE INTENDED TO CAUSE AVOIDANCE OF UNLUCKY DAYS. OTHERS ARE UNINTELLIGIBLE TO US. THE LARGEST NUMBER OF GEASA CONCERNED KINGS AND CHIEFS, AND ARE DESCRIBED, ALONG WITH THEIR CORRESPONDING PRIVILEGES, IN THE BOOK OF RIGHTS. SOME OF THE GEASA OF THE KING OF CONNAUGHT WERE NOT TO GO TO AN ASSEMBLY OF WOMEN AT LEAGHAIR, NOT TO SIT IN AUTUMN ON THE SEPULCHRAL MOUND OF THE WIFE OF MAINE, NOT TO GO IN A GREY-SPECKLED GARMENT ON A GREY-SPECKLED HORSE TO THE HEATH OF CRUACHAN, AND THE LIKE. THE MEANING OF THESE IS OBSCURE, BUT OTHER EXAMPLES ARE MORE OBVIOUS AND SHOW THAT ALL ALIKE CORRESPONDED TO THE TABUS APPLYING TO KINGS IN PRIMITIVE SOCIETIES, WHO ARE OFTEN MAGICIANS, PRIESTS, OR EVEN DIVINE REPRESENTATIVES. ON THEM THE WELFARE OF THE TRIBE AND THE MAKING OF RAIN OR SUNSHINE, AND THE PROCESSES OF GROWTH DEPEND. THEY MUST THEREFORE BE CAREFUL OF THEIR ACTIONS, AND HENCE THEY ARE HEDGED ABOUT WITH TABUS WHICH, HOWEVER UNMEANING, HAVE A DIRECT CONNECTION WITH THEIR POWERS. OUT OF SUCH CONCEPTIONS THE IRISH KINGLY GEASA AROSE. THEIR OBSERVANCE MADE THE EARTH FRUITFUL, PRODUCED ABUNDANCE AND PROSPERITY, AND KEPT BOTH THE KING AND HIS LAND FROM MISFORTUNE. IN LATER TIMES THESE WERE SUPPOSED TO BE DEPENDENT ON THE "GOODNESS" OR THE REVERSE OF THE KING, BUT THIS WAS A DEPARTURE FROM THE OLDER IDEA, WHICH IS CLEARLY STATED IN THE BOOK OF RIGHTS. THE KINGS WERE DIVINITIES ON WHOM DEPENDED FRUITFULNESS AND PLENTY, AND WHO MUST THEREFORE SUBMIT TO OBEY THEIR GEASA. SOME OF THEIR PREROGATIVES SEEM ALSO TO BE CONNECTED WITH THIS STATE OF THINGS. THUS, THEY MIGHT EAT OF CERTAIN FOODS OR GO TO CERTAIN PLACES ON PARTICULAR DAYS. IN PRIMITIVE SOCIETIES KINGS AND PRIESTS OFTEN PROHIBIT ORDINARY MORTALS FROM EATING THINGS WHICH THEY DESIRE FOR THEMSELVES BY MAKING THEM TABU, AND IN OTHER CASES, THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH CAN ONLY BE EATEN AFTER KING OR PRIEST HAS PARTAKEN OF THEM CEREMONIALLY. THIS MAY HAVE BEEN THE CASE IN IRELAND. THE PRIVILEGE RELATING TO PLACES MAY HAVE MEANT THAT THESE WERE SACRED AND ONLY TO BE ENTERED BY THE KING AT CERTAIN TIMES AND IN HIS SACRED CAPACITY. AS A REFLECTION FROM THIS STATE OF THINGS, THE HEROES OF THE SAGAS, CÚCHULAINN AND FIONN, HAD NUMEROUS GEASA APPLICABLE TO THEMSELVES, SOME OF THEM RELIGIOUS, SOME MAGICAL, OTHERS BASED ON PRIMITIVE IDEAS OF HONOR, OTHERS PERHAPS THE INVENTION OF THE NARRATORS. GEASA, WHETHER IN THE SENSE OF TABUS OR OF OBLIGATIONS, COULD BE IMPOSED BY ANY ONE, AND MUST BE OBEYED, FOR DISOBEDIENCE PRODUCED DISASTROUS EFFECTS. PROBABLY THE OBLIGATION WAS FRAMED AS AN INCANTATION OR SPELL, AND THE POWER OF THE SPELL BEING FULLY BELIEVED IN, OBEDIENCE WOULD FOLLOW AS A MATTER OF COURSE. EXAMPLES OF SUCH GEASA ARE NUMEROUS IN IRISH LITERATURE. CÚCHULAINN'S FATHER-IN-LAW PUT GEASA ON HIM THAT HE SHOULD KNOW NO REST UNTIL HE FOUND OUT THE CAUSE OF THE EXILE OF THE SONS OF DOEL. AND GRAINNE PUT GEASA ON DIARMAID THAT HE SHOULD ELOPE WITH HER, AND THIS HE DID, THOUGH THE ACT WAS REPUGNANT TO HIM. AMONG SAVAGES THE PUNISHMENT WHICH IS SUPPOSED TO FOLLOW TABU-BREAKING IS OFTEN PRODUCED THROUGH AUTO-SUGGESTION WHEN A TABU HAS BEEN UNCONSCIOUSLY INFRINGED AND THIS HAS AFTERWARDS BEEN DISCOVERED. FEAR PRODUCES THE RESULT WHICH IS FEARED. THE RESULT IS BELIEVED, HOWEVER, TO BE THE WORKING OF DIVINE VENGEANCE. IN THE CASE OF IRISH GEASA, DESTRUCTION AND DEATH USUALLY FOLLOWED THEIR INFRINGEMENT, AS IN THE CASE OF DIARMAID AND CÚCHULAINN. BUT THE BEST INSTANCE IS FOUND IN THE TALE OF THE DESTRUCTION OF DA DERGA'S HOSTEL, IN WHICH THE SÍD-FOLK AVENGE THEMSELVES FOR EOCHAID'S ACTION BY CAUSING THE DESTRUCTION OF HIS DESCENDANT CONAIRE, WHO IS FORCED TO BREAK HIS GEASA. THESE ARE FIRST MINUTELY DETAILED; THEN IT IS SHOWN HOW, ALMOST IN SPITE OF HIMSELF, CONAIRE WAS LED ON TO BREAK THEM, AND HOW, IN THE SEQUEL, HIS TRAGIC DEATH OCCURRED. VIEWED IN THIS LIGHT AS THE WORKING OF DIVINE VENGEANCE TO A REMOTE DESCENDANT OF THE OFFENDER BY FORCING HIM TO BREAK HIS TABUS, THE STORY IS ONE OF THE MOST TERRIBLE IN THE WHOLE RANGE OF IRISH LITERATURE.
CHAPTER XVIII.
FESTIVALS.
THE CELTIC YEAR WAS NOT AT FIRST REGULATED BY THE SOLSTICES AND EQUINOXES, BUT BY SOME METHOD CONNECTED WITH AGRICULTURE OR WITH THE SEASONS. LATER, THE YEAR WAS A LUNAR ONE, AND THERE IS SOME EVIDENCE OF ATTEMPTS AT SYNCHRONIZING SOLAR AND LUNAR TIME. BUT TIME WAS MAINLY MEASURED BY THE MOON, WHILE IN ALL CALCULATION’S NIGHT PRECEDED DAY. THUS, OIDHCHE SAMHAIN WAS THE NIGHT PRECEDING SAMHAIN (NOVEMBER 1ST), NOT THE FOLLOWING NIGHT. THE USAGE SURVIVES IN OUR "SENNIGHT" AND "FORTNIGHT." IN EARLY TIMES THE YEAR HAD TWO, POSSIBLY THREE DIVISIONS, MARKING PERIODS IN PASTORAL OR AGRICULTURAL LIFE, BUT IT WAS AFTERWARDS DIVIDED INTO FOUR PERIODS, WHILE THE YEAR BEGAN WITH THE WINTER DIVISION, OPENING AT SAMHAIN. A TWOFOLD, SUBDIVIDED INTO A FOURFOLD DIVISION IS FOUND IN IRISH TEXTS, AND MAY BE TABULATED AS FOLLOWS: A. GEIMREDH (WINTER HALF) 1ST QUARTER, GEIMREDH, BEGINNING WITH THE FESTIVAL OF SAMHAIN, NOVEMBER 1ST. 2ND QUARTER, EARRACH, BEGINNING FEBRUARY 1ST (SOMETIMES CALLED OIMELC). B. SAMHRADH (SUMMER HALF) 3RD QUARTER, SAMRADH, BEGINNING WITH THE FESTIVAL OF BELTANE, MAY 1ST (CALLED ALSO CÉT-SOMAN OR CÉT-SAMAIN, 1ST DAY OF SAMONO-S; CF. WELSH CYNTEFYN). B. SAMHRADH (SUMMER HALF) 4TH QUARTER, FOGHAMHAR, BEGINNING WITH THE FESTIVAL OF LUGNASADH, AUGUST 1ST (SOMETIMES CALLED BRONTROGHAIN). [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] THESE DIVISIONS BEGAN WITH FESTIVALS, AND CLEAR TRACES OF THREE OF THEM OCCUR OVER THE WHOLE CELTIC AREA, BUT THE FOURTH HAS NOW BEEN MERGED IN S. BRIGIT'S DAY. BELTANE AND SAMHAIN MARKED THE BEGINNING OF THE TWO GREAT DIVISIONS, AND WERE PERHAPS AT FIRST MOVABLE FESTIVALS, ACCORDING AS THE SIGNS OF SUMMER OR WINTER APPEARED EARLIER OR LATER. WITH THE ADOPTION OF THE ROMAN CALENDAR SOME OF THE FESTIVALS WERE DISPLACED, IN GAUL, WHERE THE CALENDS OF JANUARY TOOK THE PLACE OF SAMHAIN, THE RITUAL BEING ALSO TRANSFERRED. NONE OF THE FOUR FESTIVALS IS CONNECTED WITH THE TIMES OF EQUINOX AND SOLSTICE. THIS POINTS TO THE FACT THAT ORIGINALLY THE CELTIC YEAR WAS INDEPENDENT OF THESE. BUT MIDSUMMER DAY WAS ALSO OBSERVED NOT ONLY BY THE CELTS, BUT BY MOST EUROPEAN FOLK, THE RITUAL RESEMBLING THAT OF BELTANE. IT HAS BEEN HELD, AND AN OLD TRADITION IN IRELAND GIVES SOME SUPPORT TO THE THEORY, THAT UNDER CHRISTIAN INFLUENCES THE OLD PAGAN FEAST OF BELTANE WAS MERGED IN THAT OF S. JOHN BAPTIST ON MIDSUMMER DAY. BUT THOUGH THERE ARE CHRISTIAN ELEMENTS IN THE MIDSUMMER RITUAL, DENOTING A DESIRE TO BRING IT UNDER CHURCH INFLUENCE, THE PAGAN ELEMENTS IN FOLK-CUSTOM ARE STRONGLY MARKED, AND THE FESTIVAL IS DEEPLY ROOTED IN AN EARLIER PAGANISM ALL OVER EUROPE. WITHOUT MUCH ACQUAINTANCE WITH ASTRONOMY, MEN MUST HAVE NOTED THE PERIOD OF THE SUN'S LONGEST COURSE FROM EARLY TIMES, AND IT WOULD PROBABLY BE OBSERVED RITUALLY. THE FESTIVALS OF BELTANE AND MIDSUMMER MAY HAVE ARISEN INDEPENDENTLY, AND ENTERED INTO COMPETITION WITH EACH OTHER. OR BELTANE MAY HAVE BEEN AN EARLY PASTORAL FESTIVAL MARKING THE BEGINNING OF SUMMER WHEN THE HERDS WENT OUT TO PASTURE, AND MIDSUMMER A MORE PURELY AGRICULTURAL FESTIVAL. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] AND SINCE THEIR RITUAL ASPECT AND PURPOSE AS SEEN IN FOLK-CUSTOM ARE SIMILAR, THEY MAY EVENTUALLY HAVE BORROWED EACH FROM THE OTHER. OR THEY MAY BE LATER SEPARATE FIXED DATES OF AN EARLIER MOVABLE SUMMER FESTIVAL. FOR OUR PURPOSE WE MAY HERE CONSIDER THEM AS TWIN HALVES OF SUCH A FESTIVAL. WHERE MIDSUMMER WAS ALREADY OBSERVED, THE INFLUENCE OF THE ROMAN CALENDAR WOULD CONFIRM THAT OBSERVANCE. THE FESTIVALS OF THE CHRISTIAN YEAR ALSO AFFECTED THE OLDER OBSERVANCES. SOME OF THE RITUAL WAS TRANSFERRED TO SAINTS' DAYS WITHIN THE RANGE OF THE PAGAN FESTIVAL DAYS, THUS THE SAMHAIN RITUAL IS FOUND OBSERVED ON S. MARTIN'S DAY. IN OTHER CASES, HOLY DAYS TOOK THE PLACE OF THE OLD FESTIVALS--ALL SAINTS' AND ALL SOULS' THAT OF SAMHAIN, S. BRIGIT'S DAY THAT OF FEBRUARY 1ST, S. JOHN BAPTIST'S DAY THAT OF MIDSUMMER, LAMMAS THAT OF LUGNASAD, AND SOME ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO HALLOW, IF NOT TO OUST, THE OLDER RITUAL. THE CELTIC FESTIVALS BEING PRIMARILY CONNECTED WITH AGRICULTURAL AND PASTORAL LIFE, WE FIND IN THEIR RITUAL SURVIVALS TRACES NOT ONLY OF A RELIGIOUS BUT OF A MAGICAL VIEW OF THINGS, OF ACTS DESIGNED TO ASSIST THE POWERS OF LIFE AND GROWTH. THE PROOF OF THIS WILL BE FOUND IN A DETAILED EXAMINATION OF THE SURVIVING CUSTOMS CONNECTED WITH THEM.
SAMHAIN.
SAMHAIN, BEGINNING THE CELTIC YEAR, WAS AN IMPORTANT SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS OCCASION. THE POWERS OF BLIGHT WERE BEGINNING THEIR ASCENDANCY, YET THE FUTURE TRIUMPH OF THE POWERS OF GROWTH WAS NOT FORGOTTEN. PROBABLY SAMHAIN HAD GATHERED UP INTO ITSELF OTHER FEASTS OCCURRING EARLIER OR LATER. THUS, IT BEARS TRACES OF BEING A HARVEST FESTIVAL, THE RITUAL OF THE EARLIER HARVEST FEAST BEING TRANSFERRED TO THE WINTER FEAST, AS THE CELTS FOUND THEMSELVES IN LANDS WHERE HARVEST IS NOT GATHERED BEFORE LATE AUTUMN. THE HARVEST RITES MAY, HOWEVER, HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH THRESHING RATHER THAN INGATHERING. SAMHAIN ALSO CONTAINS IN ITS RITUAL SOME OF THE OLD PASTORAL CULTS, WHILE AS A NEW YEAR FEAST ITS RITUAL IS IN GREAT PART THAT OF ALL FESTIVALS OF BEGINNINGS. NEW FIRE WAS BROUGHT INTO EACH HOUSE AT SAMHAIN FROM THE SACRED BONFIRE, ITSELF PROBABLY KINDLED FROM THE NEED-FIRE BY THE FRICTION OF PIECES OF WOOD. THIS PRESERVED ITS PURITY, THE PURITY NECESSARY TO A FESTIVAL OF BEGINNINGS. THE PUTTING AWAY OF THE OLD FIRES WAS PROBABLY CONNECTED WITH VARIOUS RITES FOR THE EXPULSION OF EVILS, WHICH USUALLY OCCUR AMONG MANY PEOPLES AT THE NEW YEAR FESTIVAL. BY THAT PROCESS OF DISLOCATION WHICH SCATTERED THE SAMHAIN RITUAL OVER A WIDER PERIOD AND GAVE SOME OF IT TO CHRISTMAS, THE KINDLING OF THE YULE LOG MAY HAVE BEEN ORIGINALLY CONNECTED WITH THIS FESTIVAL. DIVINATION AND FORECASTING THE FATE OF THE INQUIRER FOR THE COMING YEAR ALSO TOOK PLACE. SOMETIMES THESE WERE CONNECTED WITH THE BONFIRE, STONES PLACED IN IT SHOWING BY THEIR APPEARANCE THE FORTUNE OR MISFORTUNE AWAITING THEIR OWNERS. OTHERS, LIKE THOSE DESCRIBED BY BURNS IN HIS "HALLOWE'EN," WERE UNCONNECTED WITH THE BONFIRE AND WERE OF AN EROTIC NATURE. THE SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS FOR WINTER CONSUMPTION WHICH TOOK PLACE AT SAMHAIN, OR, AS NOW, AT MARTINMAS, THOUGH CONNECTED WITH ECONOMIC REASONS, HAD A DISTINCTLY RELIGIOUS ASPECT, AS IT HAD AMONG THE TEUTONS. IN RECENT TIMES IN [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] IRELAND ONE OF THE ANIMALS WAS OFFERED TO S. MARTIN, WHO MAY HAVE TAKEN THE PLACE OF A GOD, AND ILL-LUCK FOLLOWED THE NONOBSERVANCE OF THE CUSTOM. THE SLAUGHTER WAS FOLLOWED BY GENERAL FEASTING. THIS LATER SLAUGHTER MAY BE TRACED BACK TO THE PASTORAL STAGE, IN WHICH THE ANIMALS WERE REGARDED AS DIVINE, AND ONE WAS SLAIN ANNUALLY AND EATEN SACRAMENTALLY. OR, IF THE SLAUGHTER WAS MORE GENERAL, THE ANIMALS WOULD BE PROPITIATED. BUT WHEN THE ANIMALS CEASED TO BE WORSHIPPED, THE SLAUGHTER WOULD CERTAINLY BE MORE GENERAL, THOUGH STILL PRESERVING TRACES OF ITS ORIGINAL CHARACTER. THE PASTORAL SACRAMENT MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN CONNECTED WITH THE SLAYING AND EATING OF AN ANIMAL REPRESENTING THE CORN-SPIRIT AT HARVEST TIME. IN ONE LEGEND S. MARTIN IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE ANIMAL SLAIN AT MARTINMAS, AND IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN CUT UP AND EATEN IN THE FORM OF AN OX, AS IF A FORMER DIVINE ANIMAL HAD BECOME AN ANTHROPOMORPHIC DIVINITY, THE LATTER BEING MERGED IN THE PERSONALITY OF A CHRISTIAN SAINT. OTHER RITES, CONNECTED WITH THE CALENDS OF JANUARY AS A RESULT OF DISLOCATION, POINT ALSO IN THIS DIRECTION. IN GAUL AND GERMANY RIOTOUS PROCESSIONS TOOK PLACE WITH MEN DRESSED IN THE HEADS AND SKINS OF ANIMALS. THIS RITE IS SAID BY TILLE TO HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED FROM ITALY, BUT IT IS MORE LIKELY TO HAVE BEEN A NATIVE CUSTOM. AS THE PEOPLE ATE THE FLESH OF THE SLAIN ANIMALS SACRAMENTALLY, SO THEY CLOTHED THEMSELVES IN THE SKINS TO PROMOTE FURTHER CONTACT WITH THEIR DIVINITY. PERAMBULATING THE TOWNSHIP SUNWISE DRESSED IN THE SKIN OF A COW TOOK PLACE UNTIL RECENTLY IN THE HEBRIDES AT NEW YEAR, IN ORDER TO KEEP OFF MISFORTUNE, A PIECE OF THE HIDE BEING BURNED AND THE SMOKE INHALED BY EACH PERSON AND ANIMAL IN THE TOWNSHIP. SIMILAR CUSTOMS, HAVE BEEN FOUND IN OTHER CELTIC DISTRICTS, AND THESE ANIMAL DISGUISES CAN HARDLY BE SEPARATED FROM THE SACRAMENTAL SLAUGHTER AT SAMHAIN. EVILS HAVING BEEN OR BEING ABOUT TO BE CAST OFF IN THE NEW YEAR RITUAL, A FEW MORE ADDED TO THE NUMBER CAN MAKE LITTLE DIFFERENCE. HENCE AMONG PRIMITIVE PEOPLES NEW YEAR IS OFTEN CHARACTERIZED BY ORGIASTIC RITES. THESE TOOK PLACE AT THE CALENDS IN GAUL, AND WERE DENOUNCED BY COUNCILS AND PREACHERS. IN IRELAND THE MERRIMENT AT SAMHAIN IS OFTEN MENTIONED IN THE TEXTS, AND SIMILAR ORGIASTIC RITES LURK BEHIND THE HALLOWE'EN CUSTOMS IN SCOTLAND AND IN THE LICENSE STILL PERMITTED TO YOUTHS IN THE QUIETEST TOWNSHIPS OF THE WEST HIGHLANDS AT SAMHAIN EVE. SAMHAIN, AS HAS BEEN SEEN, WAS ALSO A FESTIVAL OF THE DEAD, WHOSE GHOSTS WERE FED AT THIS TIME. AS THE POWERS OF GROWTH WERE IN DANGER AND IN ECLIPSE IN WINTER, MEN THOUGHT IT NECESSARY TO ASSIST THEM. AS A MAGICAL AID THE SAMHAIN BONFIRE WAS CHIEF, AND IT IS STILL LIT IN THE HIGHLANDS. BRANDS WERE CARRIED ROUND, AND FROM IT THE NEW FIRE WAS LIT IN EACH HOUSE. IN NORTH WALES PEOPLE JUMPED THROUGH THE FIRE, AND WHEN IT WAS EXTINCT, RUSHED AWAY TO ESCAPE THE "BLACK SOW" WHO WOULD TAKE THE HINDMOST. THE BONFIRE REPRESENTED THE SUN, AND WAS INTENDED TO STRENGTHEN IT. BUT REPRESENTING THE SUN, IT HAD ALL THE SUN'S FORCE, HENCE THOSE WHO JUMPED THROUGH IT WERE STRENGTHENED AND PURIFIED. THE WELSH REFERENCE TO THE HINDMOST AND TO THE BLACK SOW MAY POINT TO A FORMER HUMAN SACRIFICE, PERHAPS OF ANY ONE WHO STUMBLED IN JUMPING THROUGH THE FIRE. KEATING SPEAKS OF A DRUIDIC SACRIFICE IN THE BONFIRE, WHETHER OF MAN OR BEAST IS NOT SPECIFIED. PROBABLY THE VICTIM, LIKE THE SCAPEGOAT, WAS LADEN WITH THE ACCUMULATED EVILS OF THE YEAR, AS IN SIMILAR NEW YEAR CUSTOMS ELSEWHERE. LATER BELIEF REGARDED THE SACRIFICE, IF SACRIFICE THERE WAS, AS OFFERED TO THE POWERS OF EVIL--THE BLACK SOW, UNLESS THIS ANIMAL IS A REMINISCENCE OF THE CORN-SPIRIT IN ITS HARMFUL ASPECT. EARLIER POWERS, WHETHER OF GROWTH OR OF BLIGHT, CAME TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH SAMHAIN AS DEMONIAC BEINGS--THE "MALIGNANT BIRD FLOCKS" WHICH BLIGHTED CROPS AND KILLED ANIMALS, THE SAMHANACH WHICH STEALS CHILDREN, AND MONGFIND THE BANSHEE, TO WHOM "WOMEN AND THE RABBLE" MAKE PETITIONS ON SAMHAIN EVE. WITCHES, EVIL-INTENTIONED FAIRIES, AND THE DEAD WERE PARTICULARLY ACTIVE THEN. THOUGH THE SACRIFICIAL VICTIM HAD COME TO BE REGARDED AS AN OFFERING TO THE POWERS OF BLIGHT, HE MAY ONCE HAVE REPRESENTED A DIVINITY OF GROWTH OR, IN EARLIER TIMES, THE CORN-SPIRIT. SUCH A VICTIM WAS SLAIN AT HARVEST, AND HARVEST IS OFTEN LATE IN NORTHERN CELTIC REGIONS, WHILE THE SLAYING WAS SOMETIMES CONNECTED NOT WITH THE HARVEST FIELD, BUT WITH THE LATER THRESHING. THIS WOULD BRING IT NEAR THE SAMHAIN FESTIVAL. THE SLAYING OF THE CORN-SPIRIT WAS DERIVED FROM THE EARLIER SLAYING OF A TREE OR VEGETATION-SPIRIT EMBODIED IN A TREE AND ALSO IN A HUMAN OR ANIMAL VICTIM. THE CORN-SPIRIT WAS EMBODIED IN THE LAST SHEAF CUT AS WELL AS IN AN ANIMAL OR HUMAN BEING. 3 THIS HUMAN VICTIM MAY HAVE BEEN REGARDED AS A KING, SINCE IN LATE POPULAR CUSTOM A MOCK KING IS CHOSEN AT WINTER FESTIVALS. 4 IN OTHER CASES THE EFFIGY OF A SAINT IS HUNG UP AND CARRIED ROUND THE DIFFERENT HOUSES, PART OF THE DRESS BEING LEFT AT EACH. THE SAINT HAS PROBABLY SUCCEEDED TO THE TRADITIONAL RITUAL OF THE DIVINE VICTIM. THE PRIMITIVE PERIOD IN WHICH THE CORN-SPIRIT WAS REGARDED AS FEMALE, WITH A WOMAN AS HER HUMAN REPRESENTATIVE, IS ALSO RECALLED IN FOLK-CUSTOM. THE LAST SHEAF IS CALLED THE MAIDEN OR THE MOTHER, WHILE, AS IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, GIRLS CHOOSE A QUEEN ON S. CATHARINE'S DAY, NOVEMBER 26TH, AND IN SOME CHRISTMAS PAGEANTS "YULE'S WIFE," AS WELL AS YULE, IS PRESENT, CORRESPONDING TO THE MAY QUEEN OF THE SUMMER FESTIVAL. MEN ALSO MASQUERADED AS WOMEN AT THE CALENDS. THE DATES OF THESE SURVIVALS MAY BE EXPLAINED BY THAT DISLOCATION OF THE SAMHAIN FESTIVAL ALREADY POINTED OUT. THIS VIEW OF THE SAMHAIN HUMAN SACRIFICES IS SUPPORTED BY THE IRISH OFFERINGS TO THE FOMORIANS--GODS OF GROWTH, LATER REGARDED AS GODS OF BLIGHT, AND TO CROMM CRUAICH, IN BOTH CASES AT SAMHAIN. WITH THE EVOLUTION OF RELIGIOUS THOUGHT, THE SLAIN VICTIM CAME TO BE REGARDED AS AN OFFERING TO EVIL POWERS. THIS ASPECT OF SAMHAIN, AS A FESTIVAL TO PROMOTE AND ASSIST FESTIVITY, IS FURTHER SEEN IN THE BELIEF IN THE INCREASED ACTIVITY OF FAIRIES AT THAT TIME. IN IRELAND, FAIRIES ARE CONNECTED WITH THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN, THE DIVINITIES OF GROWTH, AND IN MANY FOLK-TALES THEY ARE ASSOCIATED WITH AGRICULTURAL PROCESSES. THE USE OF EVERGREENS AT CHRISTMAS IS PERHAPS ALSO CONNECTED WITH THE CARRYING OF THEM ROUND THE FIELDS IN OLDER TIMES, AS AN EVIDENCE THAT THE LIFE OF NATURE WAS NOT EXTINCT. SAMHAIN MAY THUS BE REGARDED AS, IN ORIGIN, AN OLD PASTORAL AND AGRICULTURAL FESTIVAL, WHICH IN TIME CAME TO BE LOOKED UPON AS AFFORDING ASSISTANCE TO THE POWERS OF GROWTH IN THEIR CONFLICT WITH THE POWERS OF BLIGHT. PERHAPS SOME MYTH DESCRIBING THIS COMBAT MAY LURK BEHIND THE STORY OF THE BATTLE OF MAG-TURED FOUGHT ON SAMHAIN BETWEEN THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN AND THE FOMORIANS. WHILE THE POWERS OF BLIGHT ARE TRIUMPHANT IN WINTER, THE TUATHA DEA ARE REPRESENTED AS THE VICTORS, THOUGH THEY SUFFER LOSS AND DEATH. PERHAPS THIS ENSHRINES THE BELIEF IN THE CONTINUAL TRIUMPH OF LIFE AND GROWTH OVER BLIGHT AND DECAY, OR IT MAY ARISE FROM THE FACT THAT SAMHAIN WAS BOTH A TIME OF REJOICING FOR THE INGATHERED HARVEST, AND OF WAILING FOR THE COMING SUPREMACY OF WINTER AND THE REIGN OF THE POWERS OF BLIGHT.
BELTANE.
IN CORMAC'S GLOSSARY AND OTHER TEXTS, "BELTANE" IS DERIVED FROM BEL-TENE, "A GOODLY FIRE," OR FROM BEL-DINE, BECAUSE NEWLY-BORN (DINE) CATTLE WERE OFFERED TO BEL, AN IDOL-GOD. THE LATTER IS FOLLOWED BY THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN A CELTIC BELUS, CONNECTED WITH BAAL. NO SUCH GOD IS KNOWN, HOWEVER, AND THE GOD BELENOS IS IN NO WAY CONNECTED WITH THE SEMITIC DIVINITY. M. D'ARBOIS ASSUMES AN UNKNOWN GOD OF DEATH, BELTENE (FROM BELTU, "TO DIE"), WHOSE FESTIVAL BELTANE WAS. BUT BELTANE WAS A FESTIVAL OF LIFE, OF THE SUN SHINING IN HIS STRENGTH. DR. STOKES GIVES A MORE ACCEPTABLE EXPLANATION OF THE WORD. ITS PRIMITIVE FORM WAS BELO-TE[P]NIÂ, FROM BELO-S, "CLEAR," "SHINING," THE ROOT OF THE NAMES BELENOS AND BELISAMA, AND TE[P]NOS, "FIRE." THUS, THE WORD WOULD MEAN SOMETHING LIKE "BRIGHT FIRE," PERHAPS THE SUN OR THE BONFIRE, OR BOTH. THE FOLK-SURVIVALS OF THE BELTANE AND MIDSUMMER FESTIVALS SHOW THAT BOTH WERE INTENDED TO PROMOTE FERTILITY. ONE OF THE CHIEF RITUAL ACTS AT BELTANE WAS THE KINDLING OF BONFIRES, OFTEN ON HILLS. THE HOUSE-FIRES IN THE DISTRICT WERE OFTEN EXTINGUISHED, THE BONFIRE BEING LIT BY FRICTION FROM A ROTATING WHEEL--THE GERMAN "NEED-FIRE." THE FIRE KEPT OFF DISEASE AND EVIL, HENCE CATTLE WERE DRIVEN THROUGH IT, OR, ACCORDING TO CORMAC, BETWEEN TWO FIRES LIT BY DRUIDS, IN ORDER TO KEEP THEM IN HEALTH DURING THE YEAR. SOMETIMES THE FIRE WAS LIT BENEATH A SACRED TREE, OR A POLE COVERED WITH GREENERY WAS SURROUNDED BY THE FUEL, OR A TREE WAS BURNED IN THE FIRE. THESE TREES SURVIVE IN THE MAYPOLE OF LATER CUSTOM, AND THEY REPRESENTED THE VEGETATION-SPIRIT, TO WHOM ALSO THE WORSHIPPERS ASSIMILATED THEMSELVES BY DRESSING IN LEAVES. THEY DANCED SUNWISE ROUND THE FIRE OR RAN THROUGH THE FIELDS WITH BLAZING BRANCHES OR WISPS OF STRAW, IMITATING THE COURSE OF THE SUN, AND THUS BENEFITING THE FIELDS. FOR THE SAME REASON THE TREE ITSELF WAS PROBABLY BORNE THROUGH THE FIELDS. HOUSES WERE DECKED WITH BOUGHS AND THUS PROTECTED BY THE SPIRIT OF VEGETATION. AN ANIMAL REPRESENTING THE SPIRIT OF VEGETATION MAY HAVE BEEN SLAIN. IN LATE SURVIVALS OF BELTANE AT DUBLIN, A HORSE'S SKULL AND BONES WERE THROWN INTO THE FIRE, 6 THE ATTENUATED FORM OF AN EARLIER SACRIFICE OR SLAYING OF A DIVINE VICTIM, BY WHOM STRENGTH WAS TRANSFERRED TO ALL THE ANIMALS WHICH PASSED THROUGH THE FIRE. IN SOME CASES, A HUMAN VICTIM MAY HAVE BEEN SLAIN. THIS IS SUGGESTED BY CUSTOMS SURVIVING IN PERTHSHIRE IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, WHEN A CAKE WAS BROKEN UP AND DISTRIBUTED, AND THE PERSON WHO RECEIVED A CERTAIN BLACKENED PORTION WAS CALLED THE "BELTANE CARLINE" OR "DEVOTED." A PRETENCE WAS MADE OF THROWING HIM INTO THE FIRE, OR HE HAD TO LEAP THREE TIMES THROUGH IT, AND DURING THE FESTIVAL HE WAS SPOKEN OF AS "DEAD." MARTIN SAYS THAT MALEFACTORS WERE BURNED IN THE FIRE, AND THOUGH HE CITES NO AUTHORITY, THIS AGREES WITH THE CELTIC USE OF CRIMINALS AS VICTIMS. PERHAPS THE VICTIM WAS AT ONE TIME A HUMAN REPRESENTATIVE OF THE VEGETATION-SPIRIT. BELTANE CAKES OR BANNOCKS, PERHAPS MADE OF THE GRAIN OF THE SACRED LAST SHEAF FROM THE PREVIOUS HARVEST, AND THEREFORE SACRAMENTAL IN CHARACTER, WERE ALSO USED IN DIFFERENT WAYS IN FOLK-SURVIVALS. THEY WERE ROLLED DOWN A SLOPE--A MAGICAL IMITATIVE ACT, SYMBOLIZING AND AIDING THE COURSE OF THE SUN. THE CAKE HAD ALSO A DIVINATORY CHARACTER. IF IT BROKE ON REACHING THE FOOT OF THE SLOPE THIS INDICATED THE APPROACHING DEATH OF ITS OWNER. IN ANOTHER CUSTOM IN PERTHSHIRE, PART OF A CAKE WAS THROWN OVER THE SHOULDER WITH THE WORDS, "THIS I GIVE TO THEE, PRESERVE THOU MY HORSES; THIS TO THEE, PRESERVE THOU MY SHEEP; THIS TO THEE, O FOX, PRESERVE THOU MY LAMBS, THIS TO THEE, O HOODED CROW; THIS TO THEE, O EAGLE." HERE THERE IS AN APPEAL TO BENEFICIAL AND NOXIOUS POWERS, WHETHER THIS WAS THE ORIGINAL INTENTION OF THE RITE. BUT IF THE CAKES WERE MADE OF THE LAST SHEAF, THEY WERE PROBABLY AT ONE TIME EATEN SACRAMENTALLY, THEIR SACRIFICIAL USE EMERGING LATER. THE BONFIRE WAS A SUN-CHARM, REPRESENTING AND ASSISTING THE SUN. RAIN-CHARMS WERE ALSO USED AT BELTANE. SACRED WELLS WERE VISITED AND THE CEREMONY PERFORMED WITH THEIR WATERS, THESE PERHAPS BEING SPRINKLED OVER THE TREE OR THE FIELDS TO PROMOTE A COPIOUS RAINFALL FOR THE BENEFIT OF VEGETATION. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] THE USE OF SUCH RITES AT BELTANE AND AT OTHER FESTIVALS MAY HAVE GIVEN RISE TO THE BELIEF THAT WELLS WERE ESPECIALLY EFFICACIOUS THEN FOR PURPOSES OF HEALING. THE CUSTOM OF ROLLING IN THE GRASS TO BENEFIT BY MAY DEW WAS PROBABLY CONNECTED WITH MAGICAL RITES IN WHICH MOISTURE PLAYED AN IMPORTANT PART. THE IDEA THAT THE POWERS OF GROWTH HAD SUCCESSFULLY COMBATED THOSE OF BLIGHT MAY HAVE BEEN RITUALLY REPRESENTED. THIS IS SUGGESTED BY THE MIMIC COMBATS OF SUMMER AND WINTER AT THIS TIME, TO WHICH REFERENCE HAS ALREADY BEEN MADE. AGAIN, THE MAY KING AND QUEEN REPRESENT EARLIER PERSONAGES WHO WERE REGARDED AS EMBODYING THE SPIRITS OF VEGETATION AND FERTILITY AT THIS FESTIVAL, AND WHOSE MARRIAGE OR UNION MAGICALLY ASSISTED GROWTH AND FERTILITY, AS IN NUMEROUS EXAMPLES OF THIS RITUAL MARRIAGE ELSEWHERE. 2 IT MAY BE ASSUMED THAT A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF SEXUAL LICENSE ALSO TOOK PLACE WITH THE SAME MAGICAL PURPOSE. SACRED MARRIAGE AND FESTIVAL ORGY WERE AN APPEAL TO THE FORCES OF NATURE TO COMPLETE THEIR BENEFICIAL WORK, AS WELL AS A MAGICAL AID TO THEM IN THAT WORK. ANALOGY LEADS TO THE SUPPOSITION THAT THE KING OF THE MAY WAS ORIGINALLY A PRIEST-KING, THE INCARNATION OF THE SPIRIT OF VEGETATION. HE OR HIS SURROGATE WAS SLAIN, WHILE HIS BODILY FORCE WAS UNABATED, IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT BE PASSED ON UNDIMINISHED TO HIS SUCCESSOR. BUT THE PERSISTENT PLACE GIVEN TO THE MAY QUEEN RATHER THAN TO THE KING SUGGESTS THE EARLIER PROMINENCE OF WOMEN AND OF FEMALE SPIRITS OF FERTILITY OR OF A GREAT MOTHER-GODDESS IN SUCH RITES. IT IS ALSO SIGNIFICANT THAT IN THE PERTHSHIRE RITUAL THE MAN CHOSEN WAS STILL CALLED THE BELTANE CARLANE OR CAILLEACH ("OLD WOMAN"). AND IF, AS PROFESSOR PEARSON MAINTAINS, WITCH ORGIES ARE SURVIVALS OF OLD SEX-FESTIVALS, THEN THE POPULAR BELIEF IN THE ACTIVITY OF WITCHES ON BELTANE EVE, ALSO SHOWS THAT THE FESTIVAL HAD ONCE BEEN MAINLY ONE IN WHICH WOMEN TOOK PART. SUCH ORGIES OFTEN TOOK PLACE ON HILLS WHICH HAD BEEN THE SITES OF A CULT IN FORMER TIMES. 
MIDSUMMER.
THE RITUAL OF THE MIDSUMMER FESTIVAL DID NOT MATERIALLY DIFFER FROM THAT OF BELTANE, AND AS FOLK-SURVIVALS SHOW, IT WAS PRACTICED NOT ONLY BY THE CELTS, BUT BY MANY OTHER EUROPEAN PEOPLES. IT WAS, IN FACT, A PRIMITIVE NATURE FESTIVAL SUCH AS WOULD READILY BE OBSERVED BY ALL UNDER SIMILAR PSYCHIC CONDITIONS AND IN LIKE SURROUNDINGS. A BONFIRE WAS AGAIN THE CENTRAL RITE OF THIS FESTIVAL, THE COMMUNAL NATURE OF WHICH IS SEEN IN THE FACT THAT ALL MUST CONTRIBUTE MATERIALS TO IT. IN LOCAL SURVIVALS, MAYOR AND PRIEST, REPRESENTING THE EARLIER LOCAL CHIEF AND PRIEST, WERE PRESENT, WHILE A SERVICE IN CHURCH PRECEDED THE PROCESSION TO THE SCENE OF THE BONFIRE. DANCING SUNWISE ROUND THE FIRE TO THE ACCOMPANIMENT OF SONGS WHICH PROBABLY TOOK THE PLACE OF HYMNS OR TUNES IN HONOR OF THE SUN-GOD, COMMONLY OCCURRED, AND BY IMITATING THE SUN'S ACTION, MAY HAVE BEEN INTENDED TO MAKE IT MORE POWERFUL. THE LIVELIER THE DANCE THE BETTER WOULD BE THE HARVEST. AS THE FIRE REPRESENTED THE SUN, IT POSSESSED THE PURIFYING AND INVIGORATING POWERS OF THE SUN; HENCE LEAPING THROUGH THE FIRE PRESERVED FROM DISEASE, BROUGHT PROSPERITY, OR REMOVED BARRENNESS. HENCE ALSO CATTLE WERE DRIVEN THROUGH THE FIRE. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] BUT IF ANY ONE STUMBLED AS HE LEAPED, ILL-LUCK WAS SUPPOSED TO FOLLOW HIM. HE WAS DEVOTED TO THE FADETS OR SPIRITS, AND PERHAPS, LIKE THE "DEVOTED" BELTANE VICTIM, HE MAY FORMERLY HAVE BEEN SACRIFICED. ANIMAL SACRIFICES ARE CERTAINLY FOUND IN MANY SURVIVALS, THE VICTIMS BEING OF TEN PLACED IN OSIER BASKETS AND THROWN INTO THE FIRE. IN OTHER DISTRICTS GREAT HUMAN EFFIGIES OF OSIER WERE CARRIED IN PROCESSION AND BURNED. THE CONNECTION OF SUCH SACRIFICES WITH THE PERIODICAL SLAYING OF A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE VEGETATION-SPIRIT HAS BEEN MAINTAINED BY MANNHARDT AND DR. FRAZER. AS HAS BEEN SEEN, PERIODIC SACRIFICES FOR THE FERTILITY OF THE LAND ARE MENTIONED BY CÆSAR, STRABO, AND DIODORUS, HUMAN VICTIMS AND ANIMALS BEING ENCLOSED IN AN OSIER IMAGE AND BURNED. THESE IMAGES SURVIVE IN THE OSIER EFFIGIES JUST REFERRED TO, WHILE THEY MAY ALSO BE CONNECTED WITH THE CUSTOM OF DECKING THE HUMAN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SPIRIT OF VEGETATION IN GREENERY. THE HOLOCAUSTS MAY BE REGARDED AS EXTENSIONS OF THE EARLIER CUSTOM OF SLAYING ONE VICTIM, THE INCARNATION OF A VEGETATION-SPIRIT. THIS SLAYING WAS GRADUALLY REGARDED AS SACRIFICIAL, BUT AS THE BENEFICIAL EFFECT OF THE SACRIFICE ON GROWTH WAS STILL BELIEVED IN, IT WOULD NATURALLY BE THOUGHT THAT STILL BETTER EFFECTS WOULD BE PRODUCED IF MANY VICTIMS WERE OFFERED. THE VICTIMS WERE BURNED IN A FIRE REPRESENTING THE SUN, AND VEGETATION WAS THUS DOUBLY BENEFITED, BY THE VICTIMS AND BY THE SUN-GOD. THE OLDEST CONCEPTION OF THE VEGETATION-SPIRIT WAS THAT OF A TREE-SPIRIT WHICH HAD POWER OVER RAIN, SUNSHINE, AND EVERY SPECIES OF FRUITFULNESS. FOR THIS REASON, A TREE HAD A PROMINENT PLACE BOTH IN THE BELTANE AND MIDSUMMER FEASTS. IT WAS CARRIED IN PROCESSION, IMPARTING ITS BENEFITS TO EACH HOUSE OR FIELD. BRANCHES OF IT WERE ATTACHED TO EACH HOUSE FOR THE SAME PURPOSE. IT WAS THEN BURNED, OR IT WAS SET UP TO PROCURE BENEFITS TO VEGETATION DURING THE YEAR AND BURNED AT THE NEXT MIDSUMMER FESTIVAL. THE SACRED TREE WAS PROBABLY AN OAK, AND, AS HAS BEEN SEEN, THE MISTLETOE RITE PROBABLY TOOK PLACE ON MIDSUMMER EVE, AS A PRELIMINARY TO CUTTING DOWN THE SACRED TREE AND IN ORDER TO SECURE THE LIFE OR SOUL OF THE TREE, WHICH MUST FIRST BE SECURED BEFORE THE TREE COULD BE CUT DOWN. THE LIFE OF THE TREE WAS IN THE MISTLETOE, STILL ALIVE IN WINTER WHEN THE TREE ITSELF SEEMED TO BE DEAD. SUCH BELIEFS AS THIS CONCERNING THE DETACHABLE SOUL OR LIFE SURVIVE IN MÄRCHEN, AND ARE STILL ALIVE AMONG SAVAGES. FOLK-SURVIVALS SHOW THAT A HUMAN OR AN ANIMAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE VEGETATION-SPIRIT, BROUGHT INTO CONNECTION WITH THE TREE, WAS ALSO SLAIN OR BURNED ALONG WITH THE TREE. THUS, THE CUTTING OF THE MISTLETOE WOULD BE REGARDED AS A PRELIMINARY TO THE SLAYING OF THE HUMAN VICTIM, WHO, LIKE THE TREE, WAS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SPIRIT OF VEGETATION. THE BONFIRE REPRESENTING THE SUN, AND THE VICTIMS, LIKE THE TREE, REPRESENTING THE SPIRIT OF VEGETATION, IT IS OBVIOUS WHY THE FIRE HAD HEALING AND FERTILIZING POWERS, AND WHY ITS ASHES AND THE ASHES OR THE FLESH OF THE VICTIMS POSSESSED THE SAME POWERS. BRANDS FROM THE FIRE WERE CARRIED THROUGH THE FIELDS OR VILLAGES, AS THE TREE HAD BEEN, OR PLACED ON THE FIELDS OR IN HOUSES, WHERE THEY WERE CAREFULLY PRESERVED FOR A YEAR. ALL THIS AIDED GROWTH AND PROSPERITY, JUST AS THE SMOKE OF THE FIRE, DRIFTING OVER THE FIELDS, PRODUCED FERTILITY. ASHES FROM THE FIRE, AND PROBABLY THE CALCINED BONES OR EVEN THE FLESH OF THE VICTIMS, WERE SCATTERED ON THE FIELDS OR PRESERVED AND MIXED WITH THE SEED CORN. AGAIN, PART OF THE FLESH MAY HAVE BEEN EATEN SACRAMENTALLY, SINCE, AS HAS BEEN SEEN, PLINY REFERS TO THE BELIEF OF THE CELTS IN THE EATING OF HUMAN FLESH AS MOST WHOLESOME. IN THE STONE AGE, AS WITH MANY SAVAGES, A CIRCLE TYPIFIED THE SUN, AND AS SOON AS THE WHEEL WAS INVENTED ITS ROLLING MOTION AT ONCE SUGGESTED THAT OF THE SUN. IN THE EDDA THE SUN IS "THE BEAUTIFUL, THE SHINING WHEEL," AND SIMILAR EXPRESSIONS OCCUR IN THE VEDAS. AMONG THE CELTS THE, WHEEL OF THE SUN WAS A FAVORITE PIECE OF SYMBOLISM, AND THIS IS SEEN IN VARIOUS CUSTOMS AT THE MIDSUMMER FESTIVAL. A BURNING WHEEL WAS ROLLED DOWN A SLOPE OR TRUNDLED THROUGH THE FIELDS, OR BURNING BRANDS WERE WHIRLED ROUND SO AS TO GIVE THE IMPRESSION OF A FIERY WHEEL. THE INTENTION WAS PRIMARILY TO IMITATE THE COURSE OF THE SUN THROUGH THE HEAVENS, AND SO, ON THE PRINCIPLE OF IMITATIVE MAGIC, TO STRENGTHEN IT. BUT ALSO, AS THE WHEEL WAS ROLLED THROUGH THE FIELDS, SO IT WAS HOPED THAT THE DIRECT BENEFICIAL ACTION OF THE SUN UPON THEM WOULD FOLLOW. SIMILAR RITES MIGHT BE PERFORMED NOT ONLY AT MIDSUMMER, BUT AT OTHER TIMES, TO PROCURE BLESSING OR TO WARD OFF EVIL, CARRYING FIRE ROUND HOUSES OR FIELDS OR CATTLE OR ROUND A CHILD DEISEIL OR SUNWISE, AND, BY A FURTHER EXTENSION OF THOUGHT, THE BLAZING WHEEL, OR THE REMAINS OF THE BURNING BRANDS THROWN TO THE WINDS, HAD ALSO THE EFFECT OF CARRYING OFF ACCUMULATED EVILS. BELTANE AND MIDSUMMER THUS APPEAR AS TWIN HALVES OF A SPRING OR EARLY SUMMER FESTIVAL, THE INTENTION OF WHICH WAS TO PROMOTE FERTILITY AND HEALTH. THIS WAS DONE BY SLAYING THE SPIRIT OF VEGETATION IN HIS REPRESENTATIVE--TREE, ANIMAL, OR MAN. HIS DEATH QUICKENED THE ENERGIES OF EARTH AND MAN. THE FIRE ALSO MAGICALLY ASSISTED THE COURSE OF THE SUN. SURVIVAL OF THE ANCIENT RITES ARE OR WERE RECENTLY FOUND IN ALL CELTIC REGIONS, AND HAVE BEEN CONSTANTLY COMBATED BY THE CHURCH. BUT THOUGH THEY WERE CONTINUED, THEIR TRUE MEANING WAS FORGOTTEN, AND THEY WERE MAINLY PERFORMED FOR LUCK OR OUT OF SHEER CONSERVATISM. SOMETIMES A CHRISTIAN ASPECT WAS GIVEN TO THEM, BY CONNECTING THE FIRES WITH S. JOHN, OR BY ASSOCIATING THE RITES WITH THE SERVICE OF THE CHURCH, OR BY THE CLERGY BEING PRESENT AT THEM. BUT THEIR TRUE NATURE WAS STILL EVIDENT AS ACTS OF PAGAN WORSHIP AND MAGIC WHICH NO VENEER OF CHRISTIANITY COULD EVER QUITE CONCEAL. 
LUGNASAD.
THE 1ST OF AUGUST, COMING MIDWAY BETWEEN BELTANE AND SAMHAIN, WAS AN IMPORTANT FESTIVAL AMONG THE CELTS. IN CHRISTIAN TIMES THE DAY BECAME LAMMAS, BUT ITS NAME STILL SURVIVES IN IRISH AS LUGNASAD, IN GAELIC AS LUNASDAL OR LUNASDUINN, AND IN MANX AS LAA LUANYS, AND IT IS STILL OBSERVED AS A FAIR OR FEAST IN MANY DISTRICTS. FORMERLY ASSEMBLIES AT CONVENIENT CENTERS WERE HELD ON THIS DAY, NOT ONLY FOR RELIGIOUS PURPOSES, BUT FOR COMMERCE AND PLEASURE, BOTH OF THESE BEING OF COURSE SATURATED WITH RELIGION. "ALL IRELAND" MET AT TAILLTI, JUST AS "ALL GAUL" MET AT LUGUDUNUM, "LUG'S TOWN," OR LYONS, IN HONOR OF AUGUSTUS, THOUGH THE FEAST THERE HAD FORMERLY BEEN IN HONOR OF THE GOD LUGUS. THE FESTIVAL WAS HERE ROMANIZED, AS IT WAS ALSO IN BRITAIN, WHERE ITS NAME APPEARS AS GOEL-AOUST, GUL-AUSTUS, AND GWYL AWST, NOW THE "AUGUST FEAST," BUT FORMERLY THE "FEAST OF AUGUSTUS," THE NAME HAVING REPLACED ONE CORRESPONDING TO LUGNASAD. CORMAC EXPLAINS THE NAME LUGNASAD AS A FESTIVAL OF LUGH MAC ETHLENN, CELEBRATED BY HIM IN THE BEGINNING OF AUTUMN, AND THE RENNES DINDSENCHAS ACCOUNTS FOR ITS ORIGIN BY SAYING THAT LUG'S FOSTER-MOTHER, TAILTIU, HAVING DIED ON THE CALENDS OF AUGUST, HE DIRECTED AN ASSEMBLY FOR LAMENTATION TO BE HELD ANNUALLY ON THAT DAY AT HER TOMB. LUG IS THUS THE FOUNDER OF HIS OWN FESTIVAL, FOR THAT IT WAS HIS, AND NOT TAILTIU'S, IS CLEAR FROM THE FACT THAT HIS NAME IS ATTACHED TO IT. AS LAMMAS WAS A CHRISTIAN HARVEST THANKSGIVING, SO ALSO WAS LUGNASAD A PAGAN HARVEST FEAST, PART OF THE RITUAL OF WHICH PASSED OVER TO SAMHAIN. THE PEOPLE MADE GLAD BEFORE THE SUN-GOD--LUG PERHAPS HAVING THAT CHARACTER--WHO HAD ASSISTED THEM IN THE GROWTH OF THE THINGS ON WHICH THEIR LIVES DEPENDED. MARRIAGES WERE ALSO ARRANGED AT THIS FEAST, PROBABLY BECAUSE MEN HAD NOW MORE LEISURE AND MORE MEANS FOR ENTERING UPON MATRIMONY. POSSIBLY PROMISCUOUS LOVE-MAKING ALSO OCCURRED AS A RESULT OF THE FESTIVAL GLADNESS, AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS BEING STILL NOTORIOUSLY IMMORAL. SOME EVIDENCE POINTS TO THE CONNECTION OF THE FEAST WITH LUG'S MARRIAGE, THOUGH THIS HAS BEEN ALLEGORIZED INTO HIS WEDDING THE "SOVEREIGNTY OF ERIN." PERHAPS WE HAVE HERE A HINT OF THE RITE OF THE SACRED MARRIAGE, FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAGICALLY FERTILIZING THE FIELDS AGAINST NEXT YEAR'S SOWING. DUE OBSERVANCE OF THE FEAST PRODUCED ABUNDANCE OF CORN, FRUIT, MILK, AND FISH. PROBABLY THE RITUAL OBSERVED INCLUDED THE PRESERVATION OF THE LAST SHEAF AS REPRESENTING THE CORN-SPIRIT, GIVING SOME OF IT TO THE CATTLE TO STRENGTHEN THEM, AND MINGLING IT WITH NEXT YEAR'S CORN TO IMPART TO IT THE POWER OF THE CORN-SPIRIT. IT MAY ALSO HAVE INCLUDED THE SLAYING OF AN ANIMAL OR HUMAN INCARNATION OF THE CORN-SPIRIT, WHOSE FLESH AND BLOOD QUICKENED THE SOIL AND SO PRODUCED ABUNDANCE NEXT YEAR, OR, WHEN PARTAKEN OF BY THE WORSHIPPERS, BROUGHT BLESSINGS TO THEM. TO NEGLECT SUCH RITES, ABUNDANT INSTANCES OF WHICH EXIST IN FOLK-CUSTOM, WOULD BE HELD TO RESULT IN SCARCITY. THIS WOULD ALSO EXPLAIN, AS ALREADY SUGGESTED, WHY THE FESTIVAL WAS ASSOCIATED WITH THE DEATH OF TAILTIU OR OF CARMAN. THE EUHEMERIZED QUEEN-GODDESS TAILTIU AND THE WOMAN CARMAN HAD ONCE BEEN CORN-GODDESSES, EVOLVED FROM MORE PRIMITIVE CORN-SPIRITS, AND SLAIN AT THE FEAST IN THEIR FEMALE REPRESENTATIVES. THE STORY OF THEIR DEATH AND BURIAL AT THE FESTIVAL WAS A DIM MEMORY OF THIS ANCIENT RITE, AND SINCE THE FESTIVAL WAS ALSO CONNECTED WITH THE SUN-GOD LUG, IT WAS EASY TO BRING HIM INTO RELATIONSHIP WITH THE EARLIER GODDESS. ELSEWHERE THE FESTIVAL, IN ITS MEMORIAL ASPECT, WAS ASSOCIATED WITH A KING, PROBABLY BECAUSE MALE VICTIMS HAD COME TO BE REPRESENTATIVES OF A CORN-GOD WHO HAD TAKEN THE PLACE OF THE GODDESS. SOME OF THE RITUAL OF THESE FESTIVALS IS ILLUSTRATED BY SCATTERED NOTICES IN CLASSICAL WRITERS, AND ON THE WHOLE THEY SUPPORT OUR THEORY THAT THE FESTIVALS ORIGINATED IN A FEMALE CULT OF SPIRITS OR GODDESSES OF FERTILITY. STRABO SPEAKS OF SACRIFICES OFFERED TO DEMETER AND KORE, ACCORDING TO THE RITUAL FOLLOWED AT SAMOTHRACE, IN AN ISLAND NEAR BRITAIN, TO NATIVE GODDESSES EQUATED WITH THEM. HE ALSO DESCRIBES THE RITUAL OF THE NAMNITE WOMEN ON AN ISLAND IN THE LOIRE. THEY ARE CALLED BACCHANTES BECAUSE THEY CONCILIATED BACCHUS WITH MYSTERIES AND SACRIFICES; IN OTHER WORDS, THEY OBSERVED AN ORGIASTIC CULT OF A GOD EQUATED WITH BACCHUS. NO MAN MUST SET FOOT ON THE ISLAND, BUT THE WOMEN LEFT IT ONCE A YEAR FOR INTERCOURSE WITH THE OTHER SEX. ONCE A YEAR THE TEMPLE OF THE GOD WAS UNROOFED, AND ROOFED AGAIN BEFORE SUNSET. IF ANY WOMAN DROPPED HER LOAD OF MATERIALS (AND IT WAS SAID THIS ALWAYS HAPPENED), SHE WAS TORN IN PIECES AND HER LIMBS CARRIED ROUND THE TEMPLE. DIONYSIUS PERIEGETES SAYS THE WOMEN WERE CROWNED WITH IVY, AND CELEBRATED THEIR MYSTERIES BY NIGHT IN HONOR OF EARTH AND PROSERPINE WITH GREAT CLAMOR. PLINY ALSO MAKES A REFERENCE TO BRITISH RITES IN WHICH NUDE WOMEN AND GIRLS TOOK PART, THEIR BODIES STAINED WITH WOAD. AT A LATER TIME, S. GREGORY OF TOURS SPEAKS OF THE IMAGE OF A GODDESS BERECYNTHIA DRAWN ON A LITTER THROUGH THE STREETS, FIELDS, AND VINEYARDS OF AUGUSTODUNUM ON THE DAYS OF HER FESTIVAL, OR WHEN THE FIELDS WERE THREATENED WITH SCARCITY. THE PEOPLE DANCED AND SANG BEFORE IT. THE IMAGE WAS COVERED WITH A WHITE VEIL. BERECYNTHIA HAS BEEN CONJECTURED BY PROFESSOR ANWYL TO BE THE GODDESS BRIGINDU, WORSHIPPED AT VALNAY. THESE RITES WERE ALL DIRECTED TOWARDS DIVINITIES OF FERTILITY. BUT IN HARVEST CUSTOMS IN CELTIC SCOTLAND AND ELSEWHERE TWO SHEAVES OF CORN WERE CALLED RESPECTIVELY THE OLD WOMAN AND THE MAIDEN, THE CORN-SPIRIT OF THE PAST YEAR AND THAT OF THE YEAR TO COME, AND CORRESPONDING TO DEMETER AND KORE IN EARLY GREEK AGRICULTURAL RITUAL. AS IN GREECE, SO AMONG THE CELTS, THE PRIMITIVE CORN-SPIRITS HAD PROBABLY BECOME MORE INDIVIDUALIZED GODDESSES WITH AN ELABORATE CULT, OBSERVED ON AN ISLAND OR AT OTHER SACRED SPOTS. THE CULT PROBABLY VARIED HERE AND THERE, AND THAT OF A GOD OF FERTILITY MAY HAVE TAKEN THE PLACE OF THE CULT OF GODDESSES. A GOD WAS WORSHIPPED BY THE NAMNITE WOMEN, ACCORDING TO STRABO, GODDESSES ACCORDING TO DIONYSIUS. THE MANGLED VICTIM WAS PROBABLY REGARDED AS REPRESENTATIVE OF A DIVINITY, AND PERHAPS PART OF THE FLESH WAS MIXED WITH THE SEED-CORN, LIKE THE GRAIN OF THE MAIDEN SHEAF, OR BURIED IN THE EARTH. THIS RITE IS COMMON AMONG SAVAGES, AND ITS PRESENCE IN OLD EUROPEAN RITUAL IS ATTESTED BY SURVIVALS. THAT THESE RITES WERE TABU TO MEN PROBABLY POINTS TO THE FACT THAT THEY WERE EXAMPLES OF AN OLDER GENERAL CUSTOM, IN WHICH ALL SUCH RITES WERE IN THE HANDS OF WOMEN WHO CULTIVATED THE EARTH, AND WHO WERE THE NATURAL PRIESTESSES OF GODDESSES OF GROWTH AND FERTILITY, OF VEGETATION AND THE GROWING CORN. ANOTHER EXAMPLE IS FOUND IN THE LEGEND AND PROCESSION OF GODIVA AT COVENTRY--THE SURVIVAL OF A PAGAN CULT FROM WHICH MEN WERE EXCLUDED. PLINY SPEAKS OF THE NUDITY OF THE WOMEN ENGAGED IN THE CULT. NUDITY IS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF ALL PRIMITIVE AGRICULTURAL RITES, AND PAINTING THE BODY IS ALSO A WIDESPREAD RITUAL ACT. DRESSING WITH LEAVES OR GREEN STUFF, AS AMONG THE NAMNITE WOMEN, AND OFTEN WITH THE INTENTION OF PERSONATING THE SPIRIT OF VEGETATION, IS ALSO CUSTOMARY. BY UNVEILING THE BODY, AND ESPECIALLY THE SEXUAL ORGANS, WOMEN MORE EFFECTUALLY REPRESENTED THE GODDESS OF FERTILITY, AND MORE EFFECTUALLY AS HER REPRESENTATIVES, OR THROUGH THEIR OWN POWERS, MAGICALLY CONVEYED FERTILITY TO THE FIELDS. NAKEDNESS THUS BECAME A POWERFUL MAGICO-RELIGIOUS SYMBOL, AND IT IS FOUND AS PART OF THE RITUAL FOR PRODUCING RAIN. THERE IS THUS ABUNDANT EVIDENCE OF THE CULT OF FERTILITY, VEGETATION, AND CORN-SPIRITS, WHO TENDED TO BECOME DIVINITIES, MALE OR FEMALE. HERE AND THERE, THROUGH CONSERVATISM, THE CULT REMAINED IN THE HANDS OF WOMEN, BUT MORE GENERALLY IT HAD BECOME A RITUAL IN WHICH BOTH MEN AND WOMEN TOOK PART [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] --THAT OF THE GREAT AGRICULTURAL FESTIVALS, WHERE A DIVINITY HAD TAKEN THE PLACE OF THE VAGUER SPIRITS, HER IMAGE, LIKE THAT OF BERECYNTHIA, WAS USED IN THE RITUAL, BUT THE IMAGE WAS PROBABLY THE SUCCESSOR OF THE TREE WHICH EMBODIED THE VEGETATION-SPIRIT, AND WAS CARRIED THROUGH THE FIELDS TO FERTILIZE THEM. SIMILAR PROCESSIONS OF IMAGES, OFTEN ACCOMPANIED BY A RITUAL WASHING OF THE IMAGE IN ORDER TO INVIGORATE THE DIVINITY, OR, AS IN THE SIMILAR MAY-DAY CUSTOM, TO PRODUCE RAIN, ARE FOUND IN THE TEUTONIC CULT OF NERTHUS, THE PHRYGIAN OF CYBELE, THE HINDU OF BHAVANI, AND THE ROMAN RITUAL OF THE BONA DEA. THE IMAGE OF BERECYNTHIA WAS THUS PROBABLY WASHED ALSO. WASHING THE IMAGES OF SAINTS, USUALLY TO PRODUCE RAIN, HAS SOMETIMES TAKEN THE PLACE OF THE WASHING OF A DIVINE IMAGE, AND SIMILARLY THE RELICS OF A SAINT ARE CARRIED THROUGH A FIELD, AS WAS THE TREE OR IMAGE. THE COMMUNITY AT IONA PERAMBULATED A NEWLY SOWN FIELD WITH S. COLUMBA'S RELICS IN TIME OF DROUGHT, AND SHOOK HIS TUNIC THREE TIMES IN THE AIR, AND WERE REWARDED BY A PLENTIFUL RAIN, AND LATER, BY A BOUNTEOUS HARVEST. MANY OF THESE LOCAL CULTS WERE PRE-CELTIC, BUT WE NEED NOT THEREFORE SUPPOSE THAT THE CELTS, OR THE ARYANS AS A WHOLE, HAD NO SUCH CULTS. THE ARYANS EVERYWHERE ADOPTED LOCAL CULTS, BUT THIS THEY WOULD NOT HAVE DONE IF, AS IS SUPPOSED, THEY HAD THEMSELVES OUTGROWN THEM. THE CULTS WERE LOCAL, BUT THE CELTS HAD SIMILAR LOCAL CULTS, AND EASILY ACCEPTED THOSE OF THE PEOPLE THEY CONQUERED. WE CANNOT EXPLAIN THE PERSISTENCE OF SUCH PRIMITIVE CULTS AS LIE BEHIND THE GREAT CELTIC FESTIVALS, BOTH IN CLASSICAL TIMES AND OVER THE WHOLE AREA OF EUROPE AMONG THE PEASANTRY, BY REFERRING THEM SOLELY TO A PRE-ARYAN FOLK. THEY WERE AS MUCH ARYAN AS PRE-ARYAN. THEY BELONG TO THOSE UNCHANGING STRATA OF RELIGION WHICH HAVE SO LARGELY SUPPLIED THE SOIL IN WHICH ITS LATER AND MORE SPIRITUAL GROWTHS HAVE FLOURISHED. AND AMONG THESE THEY STILL EMERGE, UNCHANGED AND UNCHANGING, LIKE THE GAUNT OUTCROPS OF SOME ANCIENT ROCK FORMATION AMID RICH VEGETATION AND FRAGRANT FLOWERS.
CHAPTER XIX.
ACCESSORIES OF CULT. TEMPLES.
IN PRIMITIVE RELIGION THE PLACE OF WORSHIP IS SELDOM A TEMPLE MADE WITH HANDS, BUT RATHER AN ENCLOSED SPACE IN WHICH THE SYMBOL OR IMAGE OF THE GOD STANDS. THE SACREDNESS OF THE GOD MAKES THE PLACE OF HIS CULT SACRED. OFTEN AN OPEN SPACE IN THE FOREST IS THE SCENE OF THE REGULAR CULT. THERE THE PRIESTS PERFORM THE SACRED RITES; NONE MAY ENTER IT BUT THEMSELVES; AND THE TREMBLING WORSHIPPER APPROACHES IT WITH AWE LEST THE GOD SHOULD SLAY HIM IF HE CAME TOO NEAR. THE EARLIEST TEMPLES OF THE GAULS WERE SACRED GROVES, ONE OF WHICH, NEAR MASSILIA, IS DESCRIBED BY LUCAN. NO BIRD BUILT IN IT, NO ANIMAL LURKED NEAR, THE LEAVES CONSTANTLY SHIVERED WHEN NO BREEZE STIRRED THEM. ALTARS STOOD IN ITS MIDST, AND THE IMAGES OF THE GODS WERE MISSHAPEN TRUNKS OF TREES. EVERY TREE WAS STAINED WITH SACRIFICIAL BLOOD. THE POET THEN DESCRIBES MARVELS HEARD OR SEEN IN THE GROVE--THE EARTH GROANING, DEAD YEWS REVIVING, TREES SURROUNDED WITH FLAME YET NOT CONSUMED, AND HUGE SERPENTS TWINING ROUND THE OAKS. THE PEOPLE FEARED TO APPROACH THE GROVE, AND EVEN THE PRIEST WOULD NOT WALK THERE AT MIDDAY OR MIDNIGHT LEST HE SHOULD THEN MEET ITS DIVINE GUARDIAN. DIO SPEAKS OF HUMAN SACRIFICES OFFERED TO ANDRASTA IN A BRITISH GROVE, AND IN 61 A.D. THE WOODS OF MONA, DEVOTED TO STRANGE RITES, WERE CUT DOWN BY [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] ROMAN SOLDIERS. THE SACRED DRU-NEMETON OF THE GALATIAN CELTS MAY HAVE BEEN A GROVE. PLACE-NAMES ALSO POINT TO THE WIDESPREAD EXISTENCE OF SUCH GROVES, SINCE THE WORD NEMETON, "GROVE," OCCURS IN MANY OF THEM, SHOWING THAT THE PLACES SO CALLED HAD BEEN SITES OF A CULT. IN IRELAND, FID-NEMED STOOD FOR "SACRED GROVE." THE ANCIENT GROVES WERE STILL THE OBJECTS OF VENERATION IN CHRISTIAN TIMES, THOUGH FINES WERE LEVIED AGAINST THOSE WHO STILL CLUNG TO THE OLD WAYS. SACRED GROVES WERE STILL USED IN GALLO-ROMAN TIMES, AND THE DRUIDS MAY HAVE HAD A PREFERENCE FOR THEM, A PREFERENCE WHICH MAY UNDERLIE THE WORDS OF THE SCHOLIAST ON LUCAN, THAT "THE DRUIDS WORSHIP THE GODS WITHOUT TEMPLES IN WOODS." BUT PROBABLY MORE ELABORATE TEMPLES, GREAT TRIBAL SANCTUARIES, EXISTED SIDE BY SIDE WITH THESE LOCAL GROVES, ESPECIALLY IN CISALPINE GAUL, WHERE THE BOII HAD A TEMPLE IN WHICH WERE STORED THE SPOILS OF WAR, WHILE THE INSUBRI HAD A SIMILAR TEMPLE. THESE WERE CERTAINLY BUILDINGS. THE "CONSECRATED PLACE" IN TRANSALPINE GAUL, WHICH CÆSAR MENTIONS, AND WHERE AT FIXED PERIODS JUDGMENTS WERE GIVEN, MIGHT BE EITHER A GROVE OR A TEMPLE. CÆSAR USES THE SAME PHRASE FOR SACRED PLACES WHERE THE SPOILS OF WAR WERE HEAPED; THESE MAY HAVE BEEN GROVES, BUT DIODORUS SPEAKS OF TREASURE COLLECTED IN "TEMPLES AND SACRED PLACES" (ἐΝ ΤΟῖΣ ἱΕΡΟῖΣ ΚΑὶ ΤΕΜΈΝΕΣΙΝ), AND PLUTARCH SPEAKS OF THE "TEMPLE" WHERE THE ARVERNI HUNG CÆSAR'S SWORD. THE "TEMPLE" OF THE NAMNITE WOMEN, UNROOFED AND RE-ROOFED IN A DAY, MUST HAVE BEEN A BUILDING. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT THE INSULAR CELTS HAD TEMPLES. IN 
[PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] GALLO-ROMAN TIMES, ELABORATE TEMPLES, PERHAPS OCCUPYING SITES OF EARLIER GROVES OR TEMPLES, SPRANG UP OVER THE ROMANO-CELTIC AREA. THEY WERE BUILT ON ROMAN MODELS, MANY OF THEM WERE OF GREAT SIZE, AND THEY WERE DEDICATED TO ROMAN OR GALLO-ROMAN DIVINITIES. SMALLER SHRINES, WERE BUILT BY GRATEFUL WORSHIPPERS AT SACRED SPRINGS TO THEIR PRESIDING DIVINITY, AS MANY INSCRIPTIONS SHOW. IN THE TEMPLES STOOD IMAGES OF THE GODS, AND HERE WERE STORED SACRED VESSELS, SOMETIMES MADE OF THE SKULLS OF ENEMIES, SPOILS OF WAR DEDICATED TO THE GODS, MONEY COLLECTED FOR SACRED PURPOSES, AND WAR STANDARDS, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHICH BORE DIVINE SYMBOLS. THE OLD IDEA THAT STONE CIRCLES WERE DRUIDIC TEMPLES, THAT HUMAN SACRIFICES WERE OFFERED ON THE "ALTAR-STONE," AND LIBATIONS OF BLOOD POURED INTO THE CUP-MARKINGS, MUST BE GIVEN UP, ALONG WITH MUCH OF THE ASTRONOMICAL LORE ASSOCIATED WITH THE CIRCLES. STONEHENGE DATES FROM THE CLOSE OF THE NEOLITHIC AGE, AND MOST OF THE SMALLER CIRCLES BELONG TO THE EARLY BRONZE AGE, AND ARE PROBABLY PRE-CELTIC. IN ANY CASE THEY WERE PRIMARILY PLACES OF SEPULTURE. AS SUCH THEY WOULD BE THE SCENE OF ANCESTOR WORSHIP, BUT YET NOT TEMPLES IN THE STRICT SENSE OF THE WORD. THE LARGER CIRCLES, BURIAL-PLACES OF GREAT CHIEFS OR KINGS, WOULD BECOME CENTRAL PLACES FOR THE RECURRING RITES OF GHOST-WORSHIP, POSSIBLY ALSO RALLYING PLACES OF THE TRIBE ON STATED OCCASIONS. BUT WHETHER THIS GHOST-WORSHIP WAS EVER TRANSMUTED INTO THE CULT OF A GOD AT THE CIRCLES IS UNCERTAIN AND, INDEED, UNLIKELY. THE CELTS WOULD NATURALLY REGARD THESE PLACES AS SACRED, SINCE THE GHOSTS OF THE DEAD, EVEN THOSE OF A VANQUISHED PEOPLE, ARE ALWAYS DANGEROUS, AND THEY ALSO TOOK OVER THE MYTHS AND LEGENDS ASSOCIATED WITH THEM, SUCH, AS REGARDED THE STONES THEMSELVES, OR TREES GROWING WITHIN THE CIRCLES, AS EMBODIMENTS OF THE DEAD, WHILE THEY MAY ALSO HAVE USED THEM AS OCCASIONAL PLACES OF SECONDARY INTERMENT. WHETHER THEY WERE EVER LED TO COPY SUCH CIRCLES THEMSELVES IS UNCERTAIN, SINCE THEIR OWN METHODS OF INTERMENT SEEM TO HAVE BEEN DIFFERENT. WE HAVE SEEN THAT THE GODS MAY IN SOME CASES HAVE BEEN WORSHIPPED AT TUMULI, AND THAT LUGNASAD WAS, AT SOME CENTERS, CONNECTED WITH COMMEMORATIVE CULTS AT BURIAL-PLACES (MOUNDS, NOT CIRCLES). BUT THE REASONS FOR THIS ARE OBSCURE, NOR IS THERE ANY HINT THAT OTHER CELTIC FESTIVALS WERE HELD NEAR BURIAL MOUNDS. PROBABLY SUCH COMMEMORATIVE RITES AT PLACES OF SEPULTURE DURING LUGNASAD WERE ONLY PART OF A WIDER SERIES OCCURRING ELSEWHERE, AND WE CANNOT ASSUME FROM SUCH VAGUE NOTICES THAT STONE CIRCLES WERE DRUIDIC TEMPLES WHERE WORSHIP OF AN ORIENTAL NATURE WAS CARRIED ON. PROFESSOR RHŶS IS DISPOSED TO ACCEPT THE OLD IDEA THAT STONEHENGE WAS THE TEMPLE OF APOLLO IN THE ISLAND OF THE HYPERBOREANS, MENTIONED BY DIODORUS, WHERE THE SUN-GOD WAS WORSHIPPED. 1 BUT THOUGH THAT TEMPLE WAS CIRCULAR, IT HAD WALLS ADORNED WITH VOTIVE OFFERINGS. NOR DOES THE TEMPLE UNROOFED YEARLY BY THE NAMNITE WOMEN IMPLY A STONE CIRCLE, FOR THERE IS NOT THE SLIGHTEST PARTICLE OF EVIDENCE THAT THE CIRCLES WERE EVER ROOFED IN ANY WAY. STONE CIRCLES WITH MYSTIC TREES GROWING IN THEM, ONE OF THEM WITH A WELL BY WHICH ENTRANCE WAS GAINED TO TÍR FA TONN, ARE MENTIONED IN IRISH TALES. THEY WERE CONNECTED WITH MAGIC RITES, BUT ARE NOT SPOKEN OF AS TEMPLES. 
ALTARS.
LUCAN DESCRIBES REALISTICALLY THE AWFUL SACRIFICES OF THE GAULS ON CRUEL ALTARS NOT A WHIT MILDER THAN THOSE OF DIANA, AND HE SPEAKS OF "ALTARS PILED WITH OFFERINGS" IN THE SACRED GROVE AT MARSEILLES. CICERO SAYS THAT HUMAN VICTIMS WERE SACRIFICED ON ALTARS, AND TACITUS DESCRIBES THE ALTARS OF MONA SMEARED WITH HUMAN BLOOD. "DRUIDS' ALTARS" ARE MENTIONED IN THE IRISH "EXPEDITION OF DATHI," AND CORMAC SPEAKS OF INDELBA, OR ALTARS ADORNED WITH EMBLEMS. PROBABLY MANY OF THESE ALTARS WERE MERE HEAPS OF STONE LIKE THE NORSE HORG, OR A GREAT BLOCK OF STONE. SOME SACRIFICES, HOWEVER, WERE TOO EXTENSIVE TO BE OFFERED ON AN ALTAR, BUT IN SUCH CASES THE BLOOD WOULD BE SPRINKLED UPON IT. UNDER ROMAN INFLUENCE, CELTIC ALTARS TOOK THE FORM OF THOSE OF THE CONQUERORS, WITH INSCRIPTIONS CONTAINING NAMES OF NATIVE OR ROMAN GODS AND BAS-RELIEFS DEPICTING SOME OF THESE. THE OLD IDEA THAT DOLMENS WERE CELTIC ALTARS IS NOW ABANDONED. THEY WERE PLACES OF SEPULTURE OF THE NEOLITHIC OR EARLY BRONZE AGE, AND WERE ORIGINALLY COVERED WITH A MOUND OF EARTH. DURING THE ERA OF CELTIC PAGANISM, THEY WERE THEREFORE HIDDEN FROM SIGHT, AND IT IS ONLY IN LATER TIMES THAT THE EARTH HAS BEEN REMOVED AND THE MASSIVE STONES, ARRANGED SO AS TO FORM A SPECIES OF CHAMBER, HAVE BEEN LAID BARE.
IMAGES.
THE GAULS, ACCORDING TO CÆSAR, POSSESSED PLURIMA SIMULACRA OF THE NATIVE MERCURY, BUT HE DOES NOT REFER TO IMAGES OF OTHER GODS. WE NEED NOT INFER FROM THIS THAT THE CELTS HAD A PREJUDICE AGAINST IMAGES, FOR AMONG THE IRISH CELTS IMAGES ARE OFTEN MENTIONED, AND IN GAUL UNDER ROMAN RULE MANY IMAGES EXISTED. THE EXISTENCE OF IMAGES AMONG THE CELTS AS AMONG OTHER PEOPLES, MAY OWE SOMETHING TO THE CULT OF TREES AND OF STONES SET UP OVER THE DEAD. THE STONE, ASSOCIATED WITH THE DEAD MAN'S SPIRIT, BECAME AN IMAGE OF HIMSELF, PERHAPS RUDELY FASHIONED IN HIS LIKENESS. A ROUGH-HEWN TREE TRUNK BECAME AN IMAGE OF THE SPIRIT OR GOD OF TREES. ON THE OTHER HAND, SOME ANTHROPOMORPHIC IMAGES, LIKE THE PALÆOLITHIC OR MYCENÆAN FIGURINES, MAY HAVE BEEN FASHIONED WITHOUT THE INTERMEDIARY OF TREE-TRUNK OR STONE PILLAR. MAXIMUS OF TYRE SAYS THAT THE CELTIC IMAGE OF ZEUS WAS A LOFTY OAK, PERHAPS A ROUGH-HEWN TRUNK RATHER THAN A GROWING TREE, AND SUCH ROUGHLY CARVED TREE-TRUNKS, IMAGES OF GODS, ARE REFERRED TO BY LUCAN IN HIS DESCRIPTION OF THE MASSILIAN GROVE. PILLAR STONES SET UP OVER THE GRAVES OF THE DEAD ARE OFTEN MENTIONED IN IRISH TEXTS. THESE WOULD CERTAINLY BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE DEAD; INDEED, EXISTING LEGENDS SHOW THAT THEY WERE BELIEVED TO BE TENANTED BY THE GHOSTS AND TO HAVE THE POWER OF MOTION. THIS SUGGESTS THAT THEY HAD BEEN REGARDED AS IMAGES OF THE DEAD. OTHER STONES HONORED IN IRELAND WERE THE CLOCH LABRAIS, AN ORACULAR STONE; THE LIA FAIL, OR CORONATION STONE, WHICH SHOUTED WHEN A KING OF THE MILESIAN RACE SEATED HIMSELF UPON IT; AND THE LIA ADRADA, OR STONE OF ADORATION, APPARENTLY A BOUNDARY STONE. THE PLURIMA SIMULACRA OF THE GAULISH MERCURY MAY HAVE BEEN BOUNDARY STONES LIKE THOSE DEDICATED TO MERCURY OR HERMES AMONG THE ROMANS AND GREEKS. DID CÆSAR CONCLUDE, OR WAS IT ACTUALLY THE CASE, THAT THE GAULS DEDICATED SUCH STONES TO A GOD OF BOUNDARIES WHO MIGHT BE EQUATED WITH MERCURY? MANY SUCH STANDING STONES STILL EXIST IN FRANCE, AND THEIR NUMBER MUST HAVE BEEN GREATER IN CÆSAR'S TIME. SEEING THEM THE OBJECTS OF SUPERSTITIOUS OBSERVANCES, HE MAY HAVE CONCLUDED THAT THEY WERE SIMULACRA OF A GOD. OTHER ROMANS BESIDES HIMSELF HAD BEEN STRUCK BY THE RESEMBLANCE OF THESE STONES TO THEIR HERMAI, AND PERHAPS THE GAULS, IF THEY DID NOT ALREADY REGARD THEM AS SYMBOLS OF A GOD, ACQUIESCED IN THE RESEMBLANCE. THUS, ON THE MENHIR OF KERVADEL ARE SCULPTURED FOUR FIGURES, ONE BEING THAT OF MERCURY, DATING FROM GALLO-ROMAN TIMES. BENEATH ANOTHER, NEAR PERONNE, A BRONZE STATUETTE OF MERCURY WAS DISCOVERED. THIS WOULD SEEM TO SHOW THAT THE GAULS HAD A CULT OF PILLAR STONES ASSOCIATED WITH A GOD OF BOUNDARIES. CÆSAR PROBABLY USES THE WORD SIMULACRUM IN THE SENSE OF "SYMBOL" RATHER THAN "IMAGE," THOUGH HE MAY HAVE MEANT NATIVE IMAGES NOT FULLY CARVED IN HUMAN SHAPE, LIKE THE IRISH CÉRMAND CERSTACH, ORNAMENTED WITH GOLD AND SILVER, THE "CHIEF IDOL" OF NORTH IRELAND, OR LIKE THE SIMILARLY ORNAMENTED "IMAGES" OF CROMM CRUAICH AND HIS SATELLITES. THE ADORATION OF SACRED STONES CONTINUED INTO CHRISTIAN TIMES AND WAS MUCH OPPOSED BY THE CHURCH. S. SAMSON OF DOL (SIXTH CENTURY) FOUND MEN DANCING ROUND A SIMULACRUM ABOMINABLE, WHICH SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN A KIND OF STANDING STONE, AND HAVING BESOUGHT THEM TO DESIST, HE CARVED A CROSS UPON IT. SEVERAL MENHIRION IN FRANCE ARE NOW SIMILARLY ORNAMENTED. THE NUMBER OF EXISTING GALLO-ROMAN IMAGES SHOWS THAT THE CELTS HAD NOT ADOPTED A CUSTOM WHICH WAS FOREIGN TO THEM, AND THEY MUST HAVE ALREADY POSSESSED RUDE NATIVE IMAGES. THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THESE WOULD BE EXPLAINED IF THEY WERE MADE OF PERISHABLE MATERIAL. WOODEN IMAGES OF THE MATRES HAVE BEEN OCCASIONALLY FOUND, AND THESE MAY BE PRE-ROMAN. SOME OF THE IMAGES OF THE THREE-HEADED AND CROUCHING GODS SHOW NO SIGN OF ROMAN INFLUENCES IN THEIR MODELLING, AND THEY MAY HAVE BEEN COPIED FROM EARLIER IMAGES OF WOOD. WE ALSO FIND DIVINE FIGURES ON PRE-ROMAN COINS. CERTAIN PASSAGES, IN CLASSICAL WRITINGS POINT TO THE EXISTENCE OF NATIVE IMAGES. A STATUE OF A GODDESS EXISTED IN A TEMPLE AT MARSEILLES, ACCORDING TO JUSTIN, AND THE GALATIAN CELTS HAD IMAGES OF THE NATIVE JUPITER AND ARTEMIS, WHILE THE CONQUERING CELTS WHO ENTERED ROME BOWED TO THE SEATED SENATORS AS TO STATUES OF THE GODS. THE GAULS PLACED RICH ORNAMENTS ON THE IMAGES OF THE GODS, AND PRESUMABLY THESE WERE NATIVE "IDOLS." "IDOLS" ARE FREQUENTLY MENTIONED IN IRISH TEXTS, AND THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THESE MEAN IMAGES. CORMAC MAC ART REFUSED TO WORSHIP "IDOLS," AND WAS PUNISHED BY THE DRUIDS. THE IDOLS OF CROMM CRUAICH AND HIS SATELLITES, REFERRED TO IN THE DINDSENCHAS, WERE CARVED TO REPRESENT THE HUMAN FORM; THE CHIEF ONE WAS OF GOLD, THE OTHERS OF STONE. THESE WERE MIRACULOUSLY OVERTHROWN BY S. PATRICK; BUT IN THE ACCOUNT OF THE MIRACLE THE CHIEF IDOL WAS OF STONE ADORNED WITH GOLD AND SILVER, THE OTHERS, NUMBERING TWELVE, WERE ORNAMENTED WITH BRONZE. THEY STOOD IN MAG SLECHT, AND SIMILAR SACRED PLACES WITH GROUPS OF IMAGES EVIDENTLY EXISTED ELSEWHERE, AT RATH ARCHAILL, "WHERE THE DRUID'S ALTARS AND IMAGES ARE." THE LADY CESSAIR, BEFORE COMING TO IRELAND, IS SAID TO HAVE TAKEN ADVICE OF HER LAIMH-DHIA, OR "HAND GODS," PERHAPS SMALL IMAGES USED FOR DIVINATION. FOR THE BRITISH CELTS THE EVIDENCE IS SLENDER, BUT IDOLATRY IN THE SENSE OF "IMAGE-WORSHIP" IS FREQUENTLY MENTIONED IN THE LIVES OF EARLY SAINTS. GILDAS ALSO SPEAKS OF IMAGES [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] "MOLDERING AWAY WITHIN AND WITHOUT THE DESERTED TEMPLES, WITH STIFF AND DEFORMED FEATURES." THIS PATHETIC PICTURE OF THE FORSAKEN SHRINES OF FORGOTTEN GODS MAY REFER TO ROMANO-CELTIC IMAGES, BUT THE "STIFF AND DEFORMED FEATURES" SUGGEST RATHER NATIVE ART, THE ART OF A PEOPLE UNSKILLFUL AT REPRODUCING THE HUMAN FORM, HOWEVER ARTISTIC THEY MAY HAVE BEEN IN OTHER DIRECTIONS. IF THE NATIVE CELTS OF IRELAND HAD IMAGES, THERE IS NO REASON TO SUPPOSE, ESPECIALLY CONSIDERING THE EVIDENCE JUST ADDUCED, THAT THE GAULS, OR AT LEAST THE DRUIDS, WERE ANTAGONISTIC TO IMAGES. THIS LAST IS M. REINACH'S THEORY, PART OF A WIDER HYPOTHESIS THAT THE DRUIDS WERE PRE-CELTIC, BUT BECAME THE PRIESTS OF THE CELTS, WHO TILL THEN HAD NO PRIESTS. THE DRUIDS PROHIBITED IMAGE-WORSHIP, AND THIS PROHIBITION EXISTED IN GAUL, EX HYPOTHESI, FROM THE END OF PALÆOLITHIC TIMES. PYTHAGORAS AND HIS SCHOOL WERE OPPOSED TO IMAGE-WORSHIP, AND THE CLASSICAL WRITERS CLAIMED A CONNECTION BETWEEN THE PYTHAGOREANS AND THE DRUIDS. M. REINACH THINKS THERE MUST HAVE BEEN SOME ANALOGY BETWEEN THEM, AND THAT WAS HOSTILITY TO ANTHROPOMORPHISM. BUT THE ANALOGY IS DISTINCTLY STATED TO HAVE LAIN IN THE DOCTRINE OF IMMORTALITY OR METEMPSYCHOSIS. HAD THE DRUIDS BEEN OPPOSED TO IMAGE-WORSHIP, CLASSICAL OBSERVERS COULD NOT HAVE FAILED TO NOTICE THE FACT. M. REINACH THEN ARGUES THAT THE DRUIDS CAUSED THE ERECTION OF THE MEGALITHIC MONUMENTS IN GAUL, SYMBOLS NOT IMAGES. THEY ARE THUS DRUIDIC, THOUGH NOT CELTIC. THE MONUMENTS ARGUE A POWERFUL PRIESTHOOD; THE DRUIDS WERE A POWERFUL PRIESTHOOD; THEREFORE, THE DRUIDS CAUSED THE MONUMENTS TO BE BUILT. THIS IS NOT A POWERFUL ARGUMENT! AS HAS BEEN SEEN, SOME PURELY CELTIC IMAGES EXISTED IN GAUL. THE GAULS, WHO USED NOTHING BUT WOOD FOR THEIR HOUSES, PROBABLY KNEW LITTLE OF THE ART OF CARVING STONE. THEY WOULD THEREFORE MAKE MOST OF THEIR IMAGES OF WOOD--A PERISHABLE MATERIAL. THE INSULAR CELTS HAD IMAGES, AND IF, AS CÆSAR MAINTAINED, THE DRUIDS CAME FROM BRITAIN TO GAUL, THIS POINTS AT LEAST TO A SIMILARITY OF CULT IN THE TWO REGIONS. YOUTHFUL GAULS WHO ASPIRED TO DRUIDIC KNOWLEDGE WENT TO BRITAIN TO OBTAIN IT. WOULD THE DRUIDS OF GAUL HAVE PERMITTED THIS, HAD THEY BEEN ICONOCLASTS? NO SINGLE TEXT SHOWS THAT THE DRUIDS HAD ANY ANTIPATHY TO IMAGES, WHILE THE GAULS CERTAINLY HAD IMAGES OF WORSHIPFUL ANIMALS. FURTHER, EVEN IF THE DRUIDS WERE PRIESTS OF A PRE-CELTIC FOLK, THEY MUST HAVE PERMITTED THE MAKING OF IMAGES, SINCE MANY "MENHIR-STATUES" EXIST ON FRENCH SOIL, AT AVEYRON, TARN, AND ELSEWHERE. THE CELTS WERE IN CONSTANT CONTACT WITH IMAGE-WORSHIPPING PEOPLES, AND COULD HARDLY HAVE FAILED TO BE INFLUENCED BY THEM, EVEN IF SUCH A PRIESTLY PROHIBITION EXISTED, JUST AS ISRAEL SUCCUMBED TO IMAGES IN SPITE OF DIVINE COMMANDS. THAT THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN THUS INFLUENCED IS SEEN FROM THE NUMBER OF IMAGES OF ALL KINDS DATING FROM THE PERIOD AFTER THE ROMAN CONQUEST. INCIDENTAL PROOFS OF THE FONDNESS OF THE CELTS FOR IMAGES ARE FOUND IN ECCLESIASTICAL WRITINGS AND IN LATE SURVIVALS. THE PROCESSION OF THE IMAGE OF BERECYNTHIA HAS ALREADY BEEN DESCRIBED, AND SUCH PROCESSIONS WERE COMMON IN GAUL, AND IMPLY A REGULAR FOLK-CUSTOM. S. MARTIN OF TOURS STOPPED A FUNERAL PROCESSION BELIEVING IT TO BE SUCH A PAGAN RITE. 2 COUNCILS AND EDICTS PROHIBITED THESE PROCESSIONS IN GAUL, BUT A MORE EFFECTUAL WAY WAS TO CHRISTIANIZE THEM. THE ROGATION TIDE PROCESSIONS WITH CRUCIFIX AND MADONNA, AND THE CARRYING OF S. JOHN'S IMAGE AT THE MIDSUMMER FESTIVALS, WERE A DIRECT CONTINUATION OF THE OLDER PRACTICES. IMAGES WERE OFTEN BROKEN BY CHRISTIAN SAINTS IN GAUL, AS THEY HAD BEEN OVERTURNED BY S. PATRICK IN IRELAND. "STIFF AND DEFORMED" MANY OF THEM MUST HAVE BEEN, IF ONE MAY JUDGE FROM THE GROAHGOARD, OR "VENUS OF QUINIPILY," FOR CENTURIES THE OBJECT OF SUPERSTITIOUS RITES IN BRITTANY. WITH IT MAY BE COMPARED THE FETICH-STONE OR IMAGE OF WHICH AN OLD WOMAN IN THE ISLAND OF INNISKEA, THE GUARDIAN OF A SACRED WELL, HAD CHARGE. IT WAS KEPT WRAPPED UP TO HIDE IT FROM PROFANE EYES, BUT AT CERTAIN PERIODS IT WAS BROUGHT OUT FOR ADORATION. THE IMAGES AND BAS-RELIEFS OF THE GALLO-ROMAN PERIOD FALL MAINLY INTO TWO CLASSES. IN THE FIRST CLASS ARE THOSE REPRESENTING NATIVE DIVINITIES, LIKE ESUS, TARVOS TRIGARANOS, SMERTULLOS, CERNUNNOS, THE HORNED AND CROUCHING GODS, THE GOD WITH THE HAMMER, AND THE GOD WITH THE WHEEL. BUSTS AND STATUES OF SOME WATER-GODDESSES EXIST, BUT MORE NUMEROUS ARE THE REPRESENTATIONS OF EPONA. ONE OF THESE IS PROVIDED WITH A BOX PEDESTAL IN WHICH OFFERINGS MIGHT BE PLACED. THE MATRES ARE FREQUENTLY FIGURED, USUALLY AS THREE SEATED FIGURES WITH BASKETS OF FRUIT OR FLOWERS, OR WITH ONE OR MORE INFANTS, LIKE THE MADONNA. IMAGES OF TRIPLE-HEADED GODS, SUPPOSED TO BE CERNUNNOS, HAVE BEEN FOUND, BUT ARE DIFFICULT TO PLACE IN ANY CATEGORY. TO THE IMAGES OF THE SECOND CLASS IS USUALLY ATTACHED THE ROMAN NAME OF A GOD, BUT GENERALLY THE NATIVE CELTIC NAME IS ADDED, BUT THE IMAGES THEMSELVES ARE OF THE TRADITIONAL ROMAN TYPE. AMONG STATUES AND STATUETTES OF BRONZE, THAT OF MERCURY OCCURS MOST OFTEN. THIS MAY POINT TO THE FACT THAT CÆSAR'S SIMULACRA OF THE NATIVE MERCURY WERE IMAGES, AND THAT THE OLD PREFERENCE FOR REPRESENTING THIS GOD CONTINUED IN ROMAN TIMES. SMALL FIGURES OF DIVINITIES IN WHITE CLAY HAVE BEEN FOUND IN LARGE NUMBERS, AND MAY HAVE BEEN EX VOTOS OR IMAGES OF HOUSEHOLD LARARIA. 
SYMBOLS.
IMAGES OF THE GODS IN GAUL CAN BE CLASSIFIED BY MEANS OF THEIR SYMBOLS--THE MALLET AND CUP (A SYMBOL OF PLENTY) BORNE BY THE GOD WITH THE HAMMER, THE WHEEL OF THE SUN-GOD, THE CORNUCOPIA AND TORQUE CARRIED BY CERNUNNOS. OTHER SYMBOLS OCCUR ON IMAGES, ALTARS, MONUMENTS, AND COINS. THESE ARE THE SWASTIKA AND TRISKELE, PROBABLY SYMBOLS OF THE SUN; SINGLE OR CONCENTRIC CIRCLES, SOMETIMES WITH RAYS; CROSSES; AND A CURIOUS S FIGURE. THE TRISKELE AND THE CIRCLES ARE SOMETIMES FOUND ON FACES FIGURED ON COINS. THEY MAY THEREFORE HAVE BEEN TATTOO MARKINGS OF A SYMBOLIC CHARACTER. THE CIRCLE AND CROSS ARE OFTEN INCISED ON BRONZE IMAGES OF DISPATER. MUCH SPECULATION HAS BEEN AROUSED BY THE S FIGURE, WHICH OCCURS ON COINS, WHILE NINE MODELS OF THIS SYMBOL HANG FROM A RING CARRIED BY THE GOD WITH THE WHEEL, BUT THE MOST PROBABLE IS THAT WHICH SEES IN IT A THUNDERBOLT. BUT LACKING ANY OLD TEXT INTERPRETING THESE VARIOUS SYMBOLS, ALL EXPLANATIONS OF THEM MUST BE CONJECTURAL. SOME OF THEM ARE NOT PURELY CELTIC, BUT ARE OF WORLDWIDE OCCURRENCE.
CULT OF WEAPONS.
HERE SOME REFERENCE MAY BE MADE TO THE CELTIC CULT OF WEAPONS. AS HAS BEEN SEEN, A HAMMER IS THE SYMBOL OF ONE GOD, AND IT IS NOT UNLIKELY THAT A CULT OF THE HAMMER HAD PRECEDED THAT OF THE GOD TO WHOM THE HAMMER WAS GIVEN AS A SYMBOL. ESUS IS ALSO REPRESENTED WITH AN AXE. WE NEED NOT REPEAT WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN SAID REGARDING THE PRIMITIVE AND UNIVERSAL CULT OF HAMMER OR AXE, BUT IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTICE, IN CONNECTION WITH OTHER EVIDENCE FOR A CELTIC CULT OF WEAPONS, THAT THERE IS EVERY REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THE PHRASE SUB ASCIA DEDICARE, WHICH OCCURS IN INSCRIPTIONS ON TOMBS FROM GALLIA LUGDUNENSIS, USUALLY WITH THE FIGURE OF AN AXE INCISED ON THE STONE, POINTS TO THE CULT OF THE AXE, OR OF A GOD WHOSE SYMBOL THE AXE WAS. IN IRISH TEXTS THE POWER OF SPEECH IS ATTRIBUTED TO WEAPONS, BUT, ACCORDING TO THE CHRISTIAN SCRIBE, THIS WAS BECAUSE DEMONS SPOKE FROM THEM, FOR THE PEOPLE WORSHIPPED ARMS IN THOSE DAYS. THUS, IT MAY HAVE BEEN BELIEVED THAT SPIRITS TENANTED WEAPONS, OR THAT WEAPONS HAD SOULS. EVIDENCE OF THE CULT ITSELF IS FOUND IN THE FACT THAT ON GAULISH COINS A SWORD IS FIGURED, STUCK IN THE GROUND, OR DRIVING A CHARIOT, OR WITH A WARRIOR DANCING BEFORE IT, OR HELD IN THE HAND OF A DANCING WARRIOR. THE LATTER ARE RITUAL ACTS, AND RESEMBLE THAT DESCRIBED BY SPENSER AS PERFORMED BY IRISH WARRIORS IN HIS DAY, WHO SAID PRAYERS OR INCANTATIONS BEFORE A SWORD STUCK IN THE EARTH. 5 SWORDS WERE ALSO ADDRESSED IN SONGS COMPOSED BY IRISH BARDS, AND TRADITIONAL REMAINS OF SUCH SONGS ARE FOUND IN BRITTANY. THEY REPRESENT THE CHANTS OF THE ANCIENT CULT. OATHS WERE TAKEN BY WEAPONS, AND THE WEAPONS WERE BELIEVED TO TURN AGAINST THOSE WHO LIED. THE MAGICAL POWER OF WEAPONS, ESPECIALLY OF THOSE OVER WHICH INCANTATIONS HAD BEEN SAID, IS FREQUENTLY REFERRED TO IN TRADITIONAL TALES AND IRISH TEXTS. A REMINISCENCE OF THE CULT OR OF THE MAGICAL POWER OF WEAPONS MAY BE FOUND IN THE WONDERFUL "GLAIVES OF LIGHT" OF CELTIC FOLK-TALES, AND THE SIMILAR MYSTICAL WEAPON OF THE ARTHURIAN ROMANCES.
CHAPTER XX.
THE DRUIDS.
PLINY THOUGHT THAT THE NAME "DRUID" WAS A GREEK APPELLATION DERIVED FROM THE DRUIDIC CULT OF THE OAK (ΔΡΥΣ). THE WORD, HOWEVER, IS PURELY CELTIC, AND ITS MEANING PROBABLY IMPLIES THAT, LIKE THE SORCERER AND MEDICINE-MAN EVERYWHERE, THE DRUID WAS REGARDED AS "THE KNOWING ONE." IT IS COMPOSED OF TWO PARTS--DRU-, REGARDED BY M. D'ARBOIS AS AN INTENSIVE, AND VIDS, FROM VID, "TO KNOW," OR "SEE." HENCE THE DRUID WAS "THE VERY KNOWING OR WISE ONE." IT IS POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, THAT DRU- IS CONNECTED WITH THE ROOT WHICH GIVES THE WORD "OAK" IN CELTIC. SPEECH--GAULISH DERUO, IRISH DAIR, WELSH DERW--AND THAT THE OAK, OCCUPYING A PLACE IN THE CULT, WAS THUS BROUGHT INTO RELATION WITH THE NAME OF THE PRIESTHOOD. THE GAULISH FORM OF THE NAME WAS PROBABLY DRUIS, THE OLD IRISH WAS DRAI. THE MODERN FORMS IN IRISH AND SCOTS GAELIC, DRUI AND DRAOI, MEAN "SORCERER." M. D'ARBOIS AND OTHERS, ACCEPTING CÆSAR'S DICTUM THAT "THE SYSTEM (OF DRUIDISM) IS THOUGHT TO HAVE BEEN DEVISED IN BRITAIN, AND BROUGHT THENCE INTO GAUL," MAINTAIN THAT THE DRUIDS WERE PRIESTS OF THE GOIDELS IN BRITAIN, WHO IMPOSED THEMSELVES UPON THE GAULISH CONQUERORS OF THE GOIDELS, AND THAT DRUIDISM THEN PASSED OVER INTO GAUL ABOUT 200 B.C. 3 BUT IT IS HARDLY LIKELY THAT, EVEN IF THE DRUIDS WERE ACCEPTED AS PRIESTS BY CONQUERING GAULS IN BRITAIN, THEY SHOULD HAVE AFFECTED THE GAULS OF GAUL WHO WERE OUTSIDE THE REFLEX INFLUENCE OF THE CONQUERED GOIDELS, AND SHOULD HAVE THERE OBTAINED THAT POWER WHICH THEY POSSESSED. GOIDELS AND GAULS WERE ALLIED BY RACE AND LANGUAGE AND RELIGION, AND IT WOULD BE STRANGE IF THEY DID NOT BOTH POSSESS A SIMILAR PRIESTHOOD. MOREOVER, THE GOIDELS HAD BEEN A CONTINENTAL PEOPLE, AND DRUIDISM WAS PRESUMABLY FLOURISHING AMONG THEM THEN. WHY DID IT NOT INFLUENCE KINDRED CELTIC TRIBES WITHOUT DRUIDS, EX HYPOTHESI, AT THAT TIME? FURTHER, IF WE ACCEPT PROFESSOR MEYER'S THEORY THAT NO GOIDEL SET FOOT IN BRITAIN UNTIL THE SECOND CENTURY A.D., THE GAULS COULD NOT HAVE RECEIVED THE DRUIDIC PRIESTHOOD FROM THE GOIDELS. CÆSAR MERELY SAYS, "IT IS THOUGHT (EXISTIMATUR) THAT DRUIDISM CAME TO GAUL FROM BRITAIN." IT WAS A PIOUS OPINION, PERHAPS HIS OWN, OR ONE BASED ON THE FACT THAT THOSE WHO WISHED TO PERFECT THEMSELVES IN DRUIDIC ART WENT TO BRITAIN. THIS MAY HAVE BEEN BECAUSE BRITAIN HAD BEEN LESS OPEN TO FOREIGN INFLUENCES THAN GAUL, AND ITS DRUIDS, UNAFFECTED BY THESE, WERE THOUGHT TO BE MORE POWERFUL THAN THOSE OF GAUL. PLINY, ON THE OTHER HAND, SEEMS TO THINK THAT DRUIDISM PASSED OVER INTO BRITAIN FROM GAUL. OTHER WRITERS--SIR JOHN RHŶS, SIR G. L. GOMME, AND M. REINACH-SUPPORT ON DIFFERENT GROUNDS THE THEORY THAT THE DRUIDS WERE A PRE-CELTIC PRIESTHOOD, ACCEPTED BY THE CELTIC CONQUERORS. SIR JOHN RHŶS THINKS THAT THE DRUIDISM OF THE ABORIGINES OF GAUL AND BRITAIN MADE TERMS WITH THE CELTIC CONQUERORS. IT WAS ACCEPTED BY THE GOIDELS, BUT NOT BY THE BRYTHONS. HENCE IN BRITAIN THERE WERE BRYTHONS WITHOUT DRUIDS, ABORIGINES UNDER THE SWAY OF DRUIDISM, AND GOIDELS WHO COMBINED ARYAN POLYTHEISM WITH DRUIDISM. DRUIDISM WAS ALSO THE RELIGION OF THE ABORIGINES FROM THE BALTIC TO GIBRALTAR, AND WAS ACCEPTED BY THE GAULS. BUT IF SO, IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE WHY THE BRYTHONS, AKIN TO THEM, DID NOT ACCEPT IT. OUR KNOWLEDGE OF BRYTHONIC RELIGION IS TOO SCANTY FOR US TO PROVE THAT THE DRUIDS HAD OR HAD NOT SWAY OVER THEM, BUT THE PRESUMPTION IS THAT THEY HAD. NOR IS THERE ANY HISTORICAL EVIDENCE TO SHOW THAT THE DRUIDS WERE ORIGINALLY A NON-CELTIC PRIESTHOOD. EVERYWHERE THEY APPEAR AS THE SUPREME AND DOMINANT PRIESTHOOD OF THE CELTS, AND THE PRIESTS OF A CONQUERED PEOPLE COULD HARDLY HAVE OBTAINED SUCH POWER OVER THE CONQUERORS. THE RELATION OF THE CELTS TO THE DRUIDS IS QUITE DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF CONQUERORS, WHO OCCASIONALLY RESORT TO THE MEDICINE-MEN OF THE CONQUERED FOLK BECAUSE THEY HAVE STRONGER MAGIC OR GREATER INFLUENCE WITH THE AUTOCHTHONOUS GODS. THE CELTS DID NOT RESORT TO THE DRUIDS OCCASIONALLY; EX HYPOTHESIS THEY ACCEPTED THEM COMPLETELY, WERE DOMINATED BY THEM IN EVERY DEPARTMENT OF LIFE, WHILE THEIR OWN PRIESTS, IF THEY HAD ANY, ACCEPTED THIS ORDER OF THINGS WITHOUT A MURMUR. ALL THIS IS INCREDIBLE. THE PICTURE DRAWN BY CÆSAR, STRABO, AND OTHERS OF THE DRUIDS AND THEIR POSITION AMONG THE CELTS AS JUDGES, CHOOSERS OF TRIBAL CHIEFS AND KINGS, TEACHERS, AS WELL AS MINISTERS OF RELIGION, SUGGESTS RATHER THAT THEY WERE A NATIVE CELTIC PRIESTHOOD, LONG ESTABLISHED AMONG THE PEOPLE. SIR G. L. GOMME SUPPORTS THE THEORY THAT THE DRUIDS WERE A PRE-CELTIC PRIESTHOOD, BECAUSE, IN HIS OPINION, MUCH OF THEIR BELIEF IN MAGIC AS WELL AS THEIR USE OF HUMAN SACRIFICE AND THE REDEMPTION OF ONE LIFE BY ANOTHER, IS OPPOSED TO "ARYAN SENTIMENT." EQUALLY OPPOSED TO THIS ARE THEIR FUNCTIONS OF SETTLING CONTROVERSIES, JUDGING, SETTLING THE SUCCESSION TO PROPERTY, AND ARRANGING BOUNDARIES. THESE VIEWS ARE SUPPORTED BY A COMPARISON OF THE POSITION OF THE DRUIDS RELATIVELY TO THE CELTS WITH THAT OF NON-ARYAN PERSONS IN INDIA WHO RENDER OCCASIONAL PRIESTLY SERVICES TO HINDU VILLAGE COMMUNITIES. WHETHER THIS COMPARISON OF OCCASIONAL HINDU CUSTOM WITH CELTIC USAGE TWO THOUSAND YEARS AGO IS JUST, MAY BE QUESTIONED. AS ALREADY SEEN, IT WAS NO MERE OCCASIONAL SERVICE WHICH THE DRUIDS RENDERED TO THE CELTS, AND IT IS THIS WHICH MAKES IT DIFFICULT TO CREDIT THIS THEORY. HAD THE CELTIC HOUSE-FATHER BEEN PRIEST AND JUDGE IN HIS OWN CLAN, WOULD HE SO READILY HAVE SURRENDERED HIS RIGHTS TO A FOREIGN AND CONQUERED PRIESTHOOD? ON THE OTHER HAND, KINGS AND CHIEFS AMONG THE CELTS PROBABLY RETAINED SOME PRIESTLY FUNCTIONS, DERIVED FROM THE TIME WHEN THE OFFICES OF THE PRIEST-KING HAD NOT BEEN DIFFERENTIATED. CÆSAR'S EVIDENCE CERTAINLY DOES NOT SUPPORT THE IDEA THAT "IT IS ONLY AMONG THE RUDEST OF THE SO-CALLED CELTIC TRIBES THAT WE FIND THIS SUPERIMPOSING OF AN APPARENTLY OFFICIAL PRIESTHOOD." ACCORDING TO HIM, THE POWER OF THE DRUIDS WAS UNIVERSAL IN GAUL, AND HAD THEIR POSITION REALLY CORRESPONDED TO THAT OF THE PARIAH PRIESTS OF INDIA, OCCASIONAL PRIESTS OF HINDU VILLAGES, THE DETERMINED HOSTILITY OF THE ROMAN POWER TO THEM BECAUSE THEY WIELDED SUCH AN ENORMOUS INFLUENCE OVER CELTIC THOUGHT AND LIFE, IS INEXPLAINABLE. IF, FURTHER, ARYAN SENTIMENT WAS SO OPPOSED TO DRUIDIC CUSTOMS, WHY DID ARYAN CELTS SO READILY ACCEPT THE DRUIDS? IN THIS CASE THE RECEIVER IS AS BAD AS THE THIEF. SIR G. L. GOMME CLINGS TO THE BELIEF THAT THE ARYANS WERE PEOPLE OF A COMPARATIVELY HIGH CIVILIZATION, WHO HAD DISCARDED, IF THEY EVER POSSESSED, A SAVAGE "PAST." BUT OLD BELIEFS AND CUSTOMS STILL SURVIVE THROUGH GROWING CIVILIZATION, AND IF THE VIEWS OF PROFESSOR SERGI AND OTHERS ARE CORRECT, THE ARYANS WERE EVEN LESS CIVILIZED THAN THE PEOPLES WHOM THEY CONQUERED. SHAPE-SHIFTING, MAGIC, HUMAN SACRIFICE, PRIESTLY DOMINATION, WERE AS MUCH ARYAN AS NON-ARYAN, AND IF THE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] CELTS HAD A COMPARATIVELY PURE RELIGION, WHY DID THEY SO SOON ALLOW IT TO BE DEFILED BY THE PUERILE SUPERSTITIONS OF THE DRUIDS? 
M. REINACH, AS WE HAVE SEEN, THINKS THAT THE CELTS HAD NO IMAGES, BECAUSE THESE WERE PROHIBITED BY THEIR PRIESTS. THIS PROHIBITION WAS PRE-CELTIC IN GAUL, SINCE THERE ARE NO NEOLITHIC IMAGES, THOUGH THERE ARE GREAT MEGALITHIC STRUCTURES, SUGGESTING THE EXISTENCE OF A GREAT RELIGIOUS ARISTOCRACY. THIS ARISTOCRACY IMPOSED ITSELF ON THE CELTS. WE HAVE SEEN THAT THERE IS NO REASON FOR BELIEVING THAT THE CELTS HAD NO IMAGES, HENCE THIS ARGUMENT IS VALUELESS. M. REINACH THEN ARGUES THAT THE CELTS ACCEPTED DRUIDISM EN BLOC, AS THE ROMANS ACCEPTED ORIENTAL CULTS AND THE GREEKS THE NATIVE PELASGIC CULTS. BUT NEITHER ROMANS NOR GREEKS ABANDONED THEIR OWN FAITH. WERE THE CELTS A PEOPLE WITHOUT PRIESTS AND WITHOUT RELIGION? WE KNOW THAT THEY MUST HAVE ACCEPTED MANY LOCAL CULTS, BUT THAT THEY ADOPTED THE WHOLE ABORIGINAL FAITH AND ITS PRIESTS EN BLOC IS NOT CREDIBLE. M. REINACH ALSO HOLDS THAT WHEN THE CELTS APPEAR IN HISTORY DRUIDISM WAS IN ITS DECLINE; THE CELT, OR AT LEAST THE MILITARY CASTE AMONG THE CELTS, WAS REASSERTING ITSELF. BUT THE DRUIDS DO NOT APPEAR AS A DECLINING BODY IN THE PAGES OF CÆSAR, AND THEIR POWER WAS STILL SUPREME, TO JUDGE BY THE HOSTILITY OF THE ROMAN GOVERNMENT TO THEM. IF THE MILITARY CASTE REBELLED AGAINST THEM, THIS DOES NOT PROVE THAT THEY WERE A FOREIGN BODY. SUCH A STRIFE IS SEEN WHEREVER PRIEST AND SOLDIER FORM SEPARATE CASTES, EACH DESIRING TO RULE, AS IN EGYPT. OTHER WRITERS ARGUE THAT WE DO NOT FIND DRUIDS EXISTING IN THE DANUBE REGION, IN CISALPINE TERRITORY, NOR IN TRANSALPINE GAUL, "OUTSIDE THE LIMITS OF THE REGION OCCUPIED BY THE CELTÆ." THIS COULD ONLY HAVE WEIGHT IF ANY OF THE CLASSICAL WRITERS HAD COMPOSED A FORMAL TREATISE ON THE DRUIDS, SHOWING EXACTLY THE REGIONS WHERE THEY EXISTED. THEY MERELY DESCRIBE DRUIDISM AS A GENERAL CELTIC INSTITUTION, OR AS THEY KNEW IT IN GAUL OR BRITAIN, AND FEW OF THEM HAVE ANY PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF IT. THERE IS NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT DRUIDS DID NOT EXIST WHEREVER THERE WERE CELTS. THE DRUIDS AND SEMNOTHEOI OF THE CELTS AND GALATÆ, REFERRED TO C. 200 B.C. WERE APPARENTLY PRIESTS OF OTHER CELTS THAN THOSE OF GAUL, AND CELTIC GROUPS OF CISALPINE GAUL HAD PRIESTS, THOUGH THESE ARE NOT FORMALLY STYLED DRUIDS. THE ARGUMENT EX SILENTIO IS HERE OF LITTLE VALUE, SINCE THE REFERENCES TO THE DRUIDS ARE SO BRIEF, AND IT TELLS EQUALLY AGAINST THEIR NON-CELTIC ORIGIN, SINCE WE DO NOT HEAR OF DRUIDS IN AQUITANIA, A NON-CELTIC REGION. THE THEORY OF THE NON-CELTIC ORIGIN OF THE DRUIDS ASSUMES THAT THE CELTS HAD NO PRIESTS, OR THAT THESE WERE EFFACED BY THE DRUIDS. THE CELTS HAD PRIESTS CALLED GUTUATRI ATTACHED TO CERTAIN TEMPLES, THEIR NAME PERHAPS MEANING "THE SPEAKERS," THOSE WHO SPOKE TO THE GODS. THE FUNCTIONS OF THE DRUIDS WERE MUCH MORE GENERAL, ACCORDING TO THIS THEORY, HENCE M. D'ARBOIS SUPPOSES THAT, BEFORE THEIR INTRUSION, THE CELTS HAD NO OTHER PRIESTS THAN THE GUTUATRI. BUT THE PROBABILITY IS THAT THEY WERE A DRUIDIC CLASS, MINISTERS OF LOCAL SANCTUARIES, AND RELATED TO THE DRUIDS AS THE LEVITES WERE TO THE PRIESTS OF ISRAEL, SINCE THE DRUIDS WERE A COMPOSITE PRIESTHOOD WITH A VARIETY OF FUNCTIONS. IF THE PRIESTS AND SERVANTS OF BELENOS, DESCRIBED BY AUSONIUS AND CALLED BY HIM ÆDITUUS BELENI, WERE GUTUATRI, THEN THE LATTER MUST HAVE BEEN CONNECTED WITH THE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] DRUIDS, SINCE HE SAYS THEY WERE OF DRUIDIC STOCK. LUCAN'S "PRIEST OF THE GROVE" MAY HAVE BEEN A GUTUATROS, AND THE PRIESTS (SACERDOTES) AND OTHER MINISTERS (ANTISTITES) OF THE BOII MAY HAVE BEEN DRUIDS PROPERLY SO CALLED AND GUTUATRI. ANOTHER CLASS OF TEMPLE SERVANTS MAY HAVE EXISTED. NAMES BEGINNING WITH THE NAME OF A GOD AND ENDING IN GNATOS, "ACCUSTOMED TO," "BELOVED OF," OCCUR IN INSCRIPTIONS, AND MAY DENOTE PERSONS CONSECRATED FROM THEIR YOUTH TO THE SERVICE OF A GROVE OR TEMPLE. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE NAMES MAY MEAN NO MORE THAN THAT THOSE BEARING THEM WERE DEVOTED TO THE CULT OF ONE PARTICULAR GOD. OUR SUPPOSITION THAT THE GUTUATRI WERE A CLASS OF DRUIDS IS SUPPORTED BY CLASSICAL EVIDENCE, WHICH TENDS TO SHOW THAT THE DRUIDS WERE A GREAT INCLUSIVE PRIESTHOOD WITH DIFFERENT CLASSES POSSESSING DIFFERENT FUNCTIONS--PRIESTLY, PROPHETIC, MAGICAL, MEDICAL, LEGAL, AND POETICAL. CÆSAR ATTRIBUTES THESE TO THE DRUIDS AS A WHOLE, BUT IN OTHER WRITERS THEY ARE IN PART AT LEAST IN THE HANDS OF DIFFERENT CLASSES. DIODORUS REFERS TO THE CELTIC PHILOSOPHERS AND THEOLOGIANS (DRUIDS), DIVINERS, AND BARDS, AS DO ALSO STRABO AND TIMAGENES, STRABO GIVING THE GREEK FORM OF THE NATIVE NAME FOR THE DIVINERS, ΟὐΆΤΕΙΣ, THE CELTIC FORM BEING PROBABLY VÂTIS (IRISH, FÁITH). THESE MAY HAVE BEEN ALSO POETS, SINCE VÂTIS MEANS BOTH SINGER AND POET; BUT IN ALL THREE WRITERS THE BARDS ARE A FAIRLY DISTINCT CLASS, WHO SING THE DEEDS OF FAMOUS MEN (SO TIMAGENES). DRUID AND DIVINER WERE ALSO CLOSELY CONNECTED, SINCE THE DRUIDS STUDIED NATURE AND MORAL PHILOSOPHY, AND THE DIVINERS WERE ALSO STUDENTS OF NATURE, ACCORDING TO STRABO AND TIMAGENES. NO SACRIFICE WAS COMPLETE WITHOUT A DRUID, SAY DIODORUS AND STRABO, BUT BOTH SPEAK OF THE DIVINERS AS CONCERNED WITH SACRIFICE. DRUIDS ALSO PROPHESIED AS WELL AS DIVINERS, ACCORDING TO CICERO AND TACITUS. FINALLY, LUCAN MENTIONS ONLY DRUIDS AND BARDS. DIVINERS WERE THUS PROBABLY A DRUIDIC SUB-CLASS, STANDING MIDWAY BETWEEN THE DRUIDS PROPER AND THE BARDS, AND PARTAKING OF SOME OF THE FUNCTIONS OF BOTH. PLINY SPEAKS OF "DRUIDS AND THIS RACE OF PROPHETS AND DOCTORS," AND THIS SUGGESTS THAT SOME WERE PRIESTS, SOME DIVINERS, WHILE SOME PRACTICED AN EMPIRIC MEDICAL SCIENCE. ON THE WHOLE THIS AGREES WITH WHAT IS MET WITH IN IRELAND, WHERE THE DRUIDS, THOUGH APPEARING IN THE TEXTS MAINLY AS MAGICIANS, WERE ALSO PRIESTS AND TEACHERS. SIDE BY SIDE WITH THEM WERE THE FILID, "LEARNED POETS," COMPOSING ACCORDING TO STRICT RULES OF ART, AND HIGHER THAN THE THIRD CLASS, THE BARDS. THE FILID, WHO MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN KNOWN AS FÁTHI, "PROPHETS," WERE ALSO DIVINERS ACCORDING TO STRICT RULES OF AUGURY, WHILE SOME OF THESE AUGURIES IMPLIED A SACRIFICE. THE DRUIDS WERE ALSO DIVINERS AND PROPHETS. WHEN THE DRUIDS WERE OVERTHROWN AT THE COMING OF CHRISTIANITY, THE FILID REMAINED AS A LEARNED CLASS, PROBABLY BECAUSE THEY HAD ABANDONED ALL PAGAN PRACTICES, WHILE THE BARDS WERE REDUCED TO A COMPARATIVELY LOW STATUS. M. D'ARBOIS SUPPOSES THAT THERE WAS RIVALRY BETWEEN THE DRUIDS AND THE FILID, WHO MADE COMMON CAUSE WITH THE CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES, BUT THIS IS NOT SUPPORTED BY EVIDENCE. THE THREE CLASSES IN GAUL--DRUIDS, VATES, AND BARDS--THUS CORRESPOND TO THE THREE CLASSES IN IRELAND--DRUIDS, FÁTHI OR FILID, AND BARDS. WE MAY THUS CONCLUDE THAT THE DRUIDS WERE A PURELY CELTIC PRIESTHOOD, BELONGING BOTH TO THE GOIDELIC AND GAULISH BRANCHES OF THE CELTS. THE IDEA THAT THEY WERE NOT CELTIC IS SOMETIMES CONNECTED WITH THE SUPPOSITION THAT DRUIDISM WAS SOMETHING SUPERADDED TO CELTIC RELIGION FROM WITHOUT, OR THAT CELTIC POLYTHEISM WAS NOT PART OF THE CREED OF THE DRUIDS, BUT SANCTIONED BY THEM, WHILE THEY HAD A DEFINITE THEOLOGICAL SYSTEM WITH ONLY A FEW GODS. THESE ARE THE IDEAS OF WRITERS WHO SEE IN THE DRUIDS AN OCCULT AND ESOTERIC PRIESTHOOD. THE DRUIDS HAD GROWN UP PARI PASSU WITH THE GROWTH OF THE NATIVE RELIGION AND MAGIC. WHERE THEY HAD BECOME MORE CIVILIZED, AS IN THE SOUTH OF GAUL, THEY MAY HAVE GIVEN UP MANY MAGICAL PRACTICES, BUT AS A CLASS THEY WERE ADDICTED TO MAGIC, AND MUST HAVE TAKEN PART IN LOCAL CULTS AS WELL AS IN THOSE OF THE GREATER GODS. THAT THEY WERE A PHILOSOPHIC PRIESTHOOD ADVOCATING A PURE RELIGION AMONG POLYTHEISTS IS A BASELESS THEORY. DRUIDISM WAS NOT A FORMAL SYSTEM OUTSIDE CELTIC RELIGION. IT COVERED THE WHOLE GROUND OF CELTIC RELIGION; IN OTHER WORDS, IT WAS THAT RELIGION ITSELF. THE DRUIDS ARE FIRST REFERRED TO BY PSEUDO-ARISTOTLE AND SOTION IN THE SECOND CENTURY B.C., THE REFERENCE BEING PRESERVED BY DIOGENES LAERTIUS: "THERE ARE AMONG THE CELTÆ AND GALATÆ THOSE CALLED DRUIDS AND SEMNOTHEOI." THE TWO WORDS MAY BE SYNONYMOUS, OR THEY MAY DESCRIBE TWO CLASSES OF PRIESTS, OR, AGAIN, THE DRUIDS MAY HAVE BEEN CELTIC, AND THE SEMNOTHEOI GALATIC (? GALATIAN) PRIESTS. CÆSAR'S ACCOUNT COMES NEXT IN TIME. LATER WRITERS, GIVES THE DRUIDS A LOFTY PLACE AND SPEAK VAGUELY OF THE DRUIDIC PHILOSOPHY AND SCIENCE. CÆSAR ALSO REFERS TO THEIR SCIENCE, BUT BOTH HE AND STRABO SPEAK OF THEIR HUMAN SACRIFICES. SUETONIUS DESCRIBES THEIR RELIGION AS CRUEL AND SAVAGE, AND MELA, WHO SPEAKS OF THEIR LEARNING, REGARDS THEIR HUMAN SACRIFICES AS SAVAGERY. PLINY SAYS NOTHING OF THE DRUIDS AS PHILOSOPHERS, BUT HINTS AT THEIR PRIESTLY FUNCTIONS, AND CONNECTS THEM WITH MAGICO-MEDICAL RITES. THESE DIVERGENT OPINIONS ARE DIFFICULT TO ACCOUNT FOR. BUT AS THE ROMANS GAINED CLOSER ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE DRUIDS, THEY FOUND LESS PHILOSOPHY AND MORE SUPERSTITION AMONG THEM. FOR THEIR CRUEL RITES AND HOSTILITY TO ROME, THEY SOUGHT TO SUPPRESS THEM, BUT THIS THEY NEVER WOULD HAVE DONE HAD THE DRUIDS BEEN ESOTERIC PHILOSOPHERS. IT HAS BEEN THOUGHT THAT PLINY'S PHRASE, "DRUIDS AND THAT RACE OF PROPHETS AND DOCTORS," SIGNIFIES THAT, THROUGH ROMAN PERSECUTION, THE DRUIDS WERE REDUCED TO A KIND OF MEDICINE-MEN. BUT THE PHRASE RATHER DESCRIBES THE VARIED FUNCTIONS OF THE DRUIDS, AS HAS BEEN SEEN, NOR DOES IT REFER TO THE STATE TO WHICH THE REPRESSIVE EDICT REDUCED THEM, BUT TO THAT IN WHICH IT FOUND THEM. PLINY'S INFORMATION WAS ALSO LIMITED. THE VAGUE IDEA THAT THE DRUIDS WERE PHILOSOPHERS WAS REPEATED PARROT-LIKE BY WRITER AFTER WRITER, WHO REGARDED BARBARIC RACES AS ROUSSEAU AND HIS SCHOOL LOOKED UPON THE "NOBLE SAVAGE." ROMAN WRITERS, SKEPTICAL OF A FUTURE LIFE, WERE FASCINATED BY THE IDEA OF A BARBARIC PRIESTHOOD TEACHING THE DOCTRINE OF IMMORTALITY IN THE WILDS OF GAUL. FOR THIS TEACHING THE POET LUCAN SANG THEIR PRAISES. THE DRUIDS PROBABLY FIRST IMPRESSED GREEK AND LATIN OBSERVERS BY THEIR MAGIC, THEIR ORGANIZATION, AND THE FACT THAT, LIKE MANY BARBARIC PRIESTHOODS, BUT UNLIKE THOSE OF GREECE AND ROME, THEY TAUGHT CERTAIN DOCTRINES. THEIR KNOWLEDGE WAS DIVINELY CONVEYED TO THEM; "THEY SPEAK THE LANGUAGE OF THE GODS;" 4 HENCE IT WAS EASY TO READ ANYTHING INTO THIS TEACHING. THUS, THE DRUIDIC LEGEND RAPIDLY GREW. ON THE OTHER HAND, MODERN WRITERS HAVE PERHAPS EXAGGERATED THE FORCE OF THE CLASSICAL EVIDENCE. WHEN WE READ OF DRUIDIC ASSOCIATIONS, WE NEED NOT REGARD THESE AS HIGHER THAN THE ORGANIZED PRIESTHOODS OF BARBARIANS. THEIR DOCTRINE OF METEMPSYCHOSIS, IF IT WAS REALLY TAUGHT, INVOLVED NO ETHICAL CONTENT AS IN PYTHAGOREANISM. THEIR ASTRONOMY WAS PROBABLY ASTROLOGICAL; THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF NATURE A SERIES OF COSMOGONIC MYTHS AND SPECULATIONS. IF A TRUE DRUIDIC PHILOSOPHY AND SCIENCE HAD EXISTED, IT IS STRANGE THAT IT IS ALWAYS MENTIONED VAGUELY AND THAT IT EXERTED NO INFLUENCE UPON THE THOUGHT OF THE TIME. CLASSICAL SENTIMENT ALSO FOUND A CONNECTION BETWEEN THE DRUIDIC AND PYTHAGOREAN SYSTEMS, THE DRUIDS BEING REGARDED AS CONFORMING TO THE DOCTRINES AND RULES OF THE GREEK PHILOSOPHER. IT IS NOT IMPROBABLE THAT SOME PYTHAGOREAN DOCTRINES MAY HAVE REACHED GAUL, BUT WHEN WE EXAMINE THE POINT AT WHICH THE TWO SYSTEMS WERE SUPPOSED TO MEET, NAMELY, THE DOCTRINE OF METEMPSYCHOSIS AND IMMORTALITY, UPON WHICH THE WHOLE IDEA OF THIS RELATIONSHIP WAS FOUNDED, THERE IS NO REAL RESEMBLANCE. THERE ARE CELTIC MYTHS REGARDING THE REBIRTH OF GODS AND HEROES, BUT THE ESCHATOLOGICAL TEACHING WAS APPARENTLY THIS, THAT THE SOUL WAS CLOTHED WITH A BODY IN THE OTHER-WORLD. THERE WAS NO DOCTRINE OF A SERIES OF REBIRTHS ON THIS EARTH AS A PUNISHMENT FOR SIN. THE DRUIDIC TEACHING OF A BODILY IMMORTALITY WAS MISTAKENLY ASSUMED TO BE THE SAME AS THE PYTHAGOREAN DOCTRINE OF THE SOUL REINCARNATED IN BODY AFTER BODY. OTHER POINTS OF RESEMBLANCE WERE THEN DISCOVERED. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE DRUIDS WAS ASSUMED BY AMMIANUS TO BE A KIND OF CORPORATE LIFE--SODALICIIS ADSTRICTI CONSORTIIS--WHILE THE DRUIDIC MIND WAS ALWAYS SEARCHING INTO LOFTY THINGS, BUT THOSE WHO WROTE MOST FULLY OF THE DRUIDS KNEW NOTHING OF THIS. THE DRUIDS, LIKE THE PRIESTS OF ALL RELIGIONS, DOUBTLESS SOUGHT AFTER SUCH KNOWLEDGE AS WAS OPEN TO THEM, BUT THIS DOES NOT IMPLY THAT THEY POSSESSED A RECONDITE PHILOSOPHY OR A SECRET THEOLOGY. THEY WERE GOVERNED BY THE IDEAS CURRENT AMONG ALL BARBARIC COMMUNITIES, AND THEY WERE AT ONCE PRIESTS, MAGICIANS, DOCTORS, AND TEACHERS. THEY WOULD NOT ALLOW THEIR SACRED HYMNS TO BE WRITTEN DOWN, BUT TAUGHT THEM IN SECRET, AS IS USUAL WHEREVER THE SUCCESS OF HYMN OR PRAYER DEPENDS UPON THE RIGHT USE OF THE WORDS AND THE SECRECY OBSERVED IN IMPARTING THEM TO OTHERS. THEIR RITUAL, AS FAR AS IS KNOWN TO US, DIFFERS BUT LITTLE FROM THAT OF OTHER BARBARIAN FOLK, AND IT INCLUDED HUMAN SACRIFICE AND DIVINATION WITH THE VICTIM'S BODY. THEY EXCLUDED THE GUILTY FROM A SHARE IN THE CULT--THE USUAL PUNISHMENT METED OUT TO THE TABU-BREAKER IN ALL PRIMITIVE SOCIETIES. THE IDEA THAT -THE DRUIDS TAUGHT A SECRET DOCTRINE--MONOTHEISM, PANTHEISM, OR THE LIKE--IS UNSUPPORTED BY EVIDENCE. DOUBTLESS THEY COMMUNICATED SECRETS TO THE INITIATED, AS IS DONE IN BARBARIC MYSTERIES EVERYWHERE, BUT THESE SECRETS CONSIST OF MAGIC AND MYTHIC FORMULAE, THE EXHIBITION OF SACRA, AND SOME TEACHING ABOUT THE GODS OR ABOUT MORAL DUTIES. THESE ARE KEPT SECRET, NOT BECAUSE THEY ARE ABSTRACT DOCTRINES, BUT BECAUSE THEY WOULD LOSE THEIR VALUE AND BECAUSE THE GODS WOULD BE ANGRY IF THEY WERE MADE TOO COMMON. IF THE DRUIDS TAUGHT RELIGIOUS AND MORAL MATTERS SECRETLY, THESE WERE PROBABLY NO MORE THAN AN EXTENSION OF THE THREEFOLD MAXIM INCULCATED BY THEM ACCORDING TO DIOGENES LAERTIUS: "TO WORSHIP THE GODS, TO DO NO EVIL, AND TO EXERCISE COURAGE." [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] TO THIS WOULD BE ADDED COSMOGONIC MYTHS AND SPECULATIONS, AND MAGIC AND RELIGIOUS FORMULAE. THIS WILL BECOME MORE EVIDENT AS WE EXAMINE THE POSITION AND POWER OF THE DRUIDS. IN GAUL, AND TO SOME EXTENT IN IRELAND, THE DRUIDS FORMED A PRIESTLY CORPORATION--A FACT WHICH HELPED CLASSICAL OBSERVERS TO SUPPOSE THAT THEY LIVED TOGETHER LIKE THE PYTHAGOREAN COMMUNITIES. WHILE THE WORDS OF AMMIANUS--SODALICIIS ADSTRICTI CONSORTIIS--MAY IMPLY NO MORE THAN SOME KIND OF PRIESTLY ORGANIZATION, M. BERTRAND FOUNDS ON THEM A THEORY THAT THE DRUIDS WERE A KIND OF MONKS LIVING A COMMUNITY LIFE, AND THAT IRISH MONASTICISM WAS A TRANSFORMATION OF THIS SYSTEM. THIS IS PURELY IMAGINATIVE. IRISH DRUIDS HAD WIVES AND CHILDREN, AND THE DRUID DIVICIACUS WAS A FAMILY MAN, WHILE CÆSAR SAYS NOT A WORD OF COMMUNITY LIFE AMONG THE DRUIDS. THE HOSTILITY OF CHRISTIANITY TO THE DRUIDS WOULD HAVE PREVENTED ANY COPYING OF THEIR SYSTEM, AND IRISH MONASTICISM WAS MODELLED ON THAT OF THE CONTINENT. DRUIDIC ORGANIZATION PROBABLY DENOTED NO MORE THAN THAT THE DRUIDS WERE BOUND BY CERTAIN TIES, THAT THEY WERE GRADED IN DIFFERENT RANKS OR ACCORDING TO THEIR FUNCTIONS, AND THAT THEY PRACTICED A SERIES OF COMMON CULTS. IN GAUL ONE CHIEF DRUID HAD AUTHORITY OVER THE OTHERS, THE POSITION BEING AN ELECTIVE ONE. THE INSULAR DRUIDS MAY HAVE BEEN SIMILARLY ORGANIZED, SINCE WE HEAR OF A CHIEF DRUID, PRIMUS MAGUS, WHILE THE FILID HAD AN ARD-FILE, OR CHIEF, ELECTED TO HIS OFFICE. THE PRIESTHOOD WAS NOT A CASTE, BUT WAS OPEN TO THOSE WHO SHOWED APTITUDE FOR IT. THERE WAS A LONG NOVITIATE, EXTENDING EVEN TO TWENTY YEARS, JUST AS, IN IRELAND, THE NOVITIATE OF THE FILE LASTED FROM SEVEN TO TWELVE YEARS. THE DRUIDS OF GAUL ASSEMBLED ANNUALLY IN A CENTRAL SPOT, AND THERE SETTLED DISPUTES, BECAUSE THEY WERE REGARDED AS THE MOST JUST OF MEN. INDIVIDUAL DRUIDS ALSO DECIDED DISPUTES OR SAT AS JUDGES IN CASES OF MURDER. HOW FAR IT WAS OBLIGATORY TO BRING CAUSES BEFORE THEM IS UNKNOWN, BUT THOSE WHO DID NOT SUBMIT TO A DECISION WERE INTERDICTED FROM THE SACRIFICES, AND ALL SHUNNED THEM. IN OTHER WORDS, THEY WERE TABUED. A MAGICO-RELIGIOUS SANCTION THUS ENFORCED THE JUDGMENTS OF THE DRUIDS. IN GALATIA THE TWELVE TETRARCHS HAD A COUNCIL OF THREE HUNDRED MEN, AND MET IN A PLACE CALLED DRUNEMETON TO TRY CASES OF MURDER. WHETHER IT IS PHILOLOGICALLY PERMISSIBLE TO CONNECT DRU- WITH THE CORRESPONDING SYLLABLE IN "DRUID" OR NOT, THE LIKENESS TO THE GAULISH ASSEMBLY AT A "CONSECRATED PLACE," PERHAPS A GROVE (NEMETON), IS OBVIOUS. WE DO NOT KNOW THAT IRISH DRUIDS WERE JUDGES, BUT THE FILID EXERCISED JUDGMENTS, AND THIS MAY BE A RELIC OF THEIR CONNECTION WITH THE DRUIDS. DIODORUS DESCRIBES THE DRUIDS EXHORTING COMBATANTS TO PEACE, AND TAMING THEM LIKE WILD BEASTS BY ENCHANTMENT. THIS SUGGESTS INTERFERENCE TO PREVENT THE DEVASTATING POWER OF THE BLOOD-FEUD OR OF TRIBAL WARS. THEY ALSO APPEAR TO HAVE EXERCISED AUTHORITY IN THE ELECTION OF RULERS. CONVICTOLITANIS WAS ELECTED TO THE MAGISTRACY BY THE PRIESTS IN GAUL, "ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF THE STATE." IN IRELAND, AFTER PARTAKING OF THE FLESH OF A WHITE BULL, PROBABLY A SACRIFICIAL ANIMAL, A MAN LAY DOWN TO SLEEP, WHILE FOUR DRUIDS CHANTED OVER HIM "TO RENDER HIS WITNESS TRUTHFUL." HE THEN SAW IN A VISION THE PERSON WHO SHOULD BE ELECTED KING, AND WHAT HE WAS DOING AT THE MOMENT. POSSIBLY THE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] DRUIDS USED HYPNOTIC SUGGESTION; THE MEDIUM WAS APPARENTLY CLAIRVOYANT. DIO CHRYSOSTOM ALLEGES THAT KINGS WERE MINISTERS OF THE DRUIDS, AND COULD DO NOTHING WITHOUT THEM. THIS AGREES ON THE WHOLE WITH THE WITNESS OF IRISH TEXTS. DRUIDS ALWAYS ACCOMPANY THE KING, AND HAVE GREAT INFLUENCE OVER HIM. ACCORDING TO A PASSAGE IN THE TÁIN, "THE MEN OF ULSTER MUST NOT SPEAK BEFORE THE KING, THE KING MUST NOT SPEAK BEFORE HIS DRUID," AND EVEN CONCHOBAR WAS SILENT UNTIL THE DRUID CATHBAD HAD SPOKEN. THIS POWER, RESEMBLING THAT OF MANY OTHER PRIESTHOODS, MUST HAVE HELPED TO BALANCE THAT OF THE WARRIOR CLASS, AND IT IS THE MORE CREDIBLE WHEN WE RECALL THE FACT THAT THE DRUIDS CLAIMED TO HAVE MADE THE UNIVERSE. THE PRIEST-KINGSHIP MAY HAVE BEEN AN OLD CELTIC INSTITUTION, AND THIS WOULD EXPLAIN WHY, ONCE THE OFFICES WERE SEPARATED, PRIESTS HAD OR CLAIMED SO MUCH POLITICAL POWER. THAT POLITICAL POWER MUST HAVE BEEN ENHANCED BY THEIR POSITION AS TEACHERS, AND IT IS SAFE TO SAY THAT SUBMISSION TO THEIR POWERS WAS INCULCATED BY THEM. BOTH IN GAUL AND IN IRELAND THEY TAUGHT OTHERS THAN THOSE WHO INTENDED TO BECOME DRUIDS. AS HAS BEEN SEEN, THEIR TEACHINGS WERE NOT WRITTEN DOWN, BUT TRANSMITTED ORALLY. THEY TAUGHT IMMORTALITY, BELIEVING THAT THUS MEN WOULD BE ROUSED TO VALOR, BUTTRESSING PATRIOTISM WITH DOGMA. THEY ALSO IMPARTED "MANY THINGS REGARDING THE STARS AND THEIR MOTIONS, THE EXTENT OF THE UNIVERSE AND THE EARTH, THE NATURE OF THINGS, AND THE POWER AND MIGHT OF THE IMMORTAL GODS." STRABO ALSO SPEAKS OF THEIR TEACHING IN MORAL SCIENCE. AS HAS BEEN SEEN, IT IS EASY TO EXAGGERATE ALL THIS. THEIR ASTRONOMY WAS PROBABLY OF A HUMBLE KIND AND MINGLED WITH ASTROLOGY; THEIR NATURAL PHILOSOPHY A MASS OF COSMOGONIC MYTHS AND SPECULATIONS; THEIR THEOLOGY WAS RATHER MYTHOLOGY; THEIR MORAL PHILOSOPHY A SERIES OF MAXIMS SUCH AS ARE FOUND IN ALL BARBARIC COMMUNITIES. THEIR MEDICAL LORE, TO JUDGE FROM WHAT PLINY SAYS, WAS LARGELY MAGICAL. SOME DRUIDS, IN THE SOUTH OF GAUL, MAY HAVE HAD ACCESS TO CLASSICAL LEARNING, AND CÆSAR SPEAKS OF THE USE OF GREEK CHARACTERS AMONG THEM. THIS COULD HARDLY HAVE BEEN GENERAL, AND IN ANY CASE MUST HAVE SUPERSEDED THE USE OF A NATIVE SCRIPT, TO WHICH THE USE OF OGAMS IN IRELAND, AND PERHAPS ALSO IN GAUL, WAS SUPPLEMENTARY. THE IRISH DRUIDS MAY HAVE HAD WRITTEN BOOKS, FOR KING LOEGAIRE DESIRED THAT S. PATRICK'S BOOKS AND THOSE OF THE DRUIDS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO THE ORDEAL BY WATER AS A TEST OF THEIR OWNERS' CLAIMS. IN RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS THE DRUIDS WERE SUPREME, SINCE THEY ALONE "KNEW THE GODS AND DIVINITIES OF HEAVEN." THEY SUPERINTENDED AND ARRANGED ALL RITES AND ATTENDED TO "PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SACRIFICES," AND " NO SACRIFICE WAS COMPLETE WITHOUT THE INTERVENTION OF A DRUID." THE DARK AND CRUEL RITES OF THE DRUIDS STRUCK THE ROMANS WITH HORROR, AND THEY FORM A CURIOUS CONTRAST TO THEIR ALLEGED "PHILOSOPHY." THEY USED DIVINATION AND HAD REGULAR FORMULÆ OF INCANTATION AS WELL AS RITUAL ACTS BY WHICH THEY LOOKED INTO THE FUTURE. BEFORE ALL MATTERS OF IMPORTANCE, ESPECIALLY BEFORE WARLIKE EXPEDITIONS, THEIR ADVICE WAS SOUGHT BECAUSE THEY COULD SCAN THE FUTURE. NAME-GIVING AND A SPECIES OF BAPTISM WERE PERFORMED BY THE DRUIDS OR ON THEIR INITIATIVE. MANY EXAMPLES OF THIS OCCUR IN IRISH TEXTS, THUS OF CONALL CERNACH IT IS SAID, "DRUIDS CAME TO BAPTIZE THE CHILD INTO HEATHENISM, AND THEY SANG THE HEATHEN BAPTISM (BAITHIS GEINTLÍDHE) OVER THE LITTLE CHILD," AND OF AILILL THAT HE WAS "BAPTIZED IN DRUIDIC STREAMS." IN WELSH STORY WE READ THAT GWRI WAS "BAPTIZED WITH THE BAPTISM WHICH WAS USUAL AT THAT TIME." SIMILAR ILLUSTRATIONS ARE COMMON AT NAME-GIVING AMONG MANY RACES, AND IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE CUSTOM IN THE HEBRIDES OF THE MIDWIFE DROPPING THREE DROPS OF WATER ON THE CHILD IN NOMINE AND GIVING IT A TEMPORARY NAME, IS A SURVIVAL OF THIS PRACTICE. THE REGULAR BAPTISM TAKES PLACE LATER, BUT THIS PRELIMINARY RITE KEEPS OFF FAIRIES AND ENSURES BURIAL IN CONSECRATED GROUND, JUST AS THE PAGAN RITE WAS PROTECTIVE AND ADMITTED TO THE TRIBAL PRIVILEGES. IN THE BURIAL RITES, WHICH IN IRELAND CONSISTED OF A LAMENT, SACRIFICES, AND RAISING A STONE INSCRIBED WITH OGAMS OVER THE GRAVE, DRUIDS TOOK PART. THE DRUID DERGDAMSA PRONOUNCED A DISCOURSE OVER THE OSSIANIC HERO MAG-NEID, BURIED HIM WITH HIS ARMS, AND CHANTED A RUNE. THE OGAM INSCRIPTION WOULD ALSO BE OF DRUIDIC COMPOSITION, AND AS NO SACRIFICE WAS COMPLETE WITHOUT THE INTERVENTION OF DRUIDS, THEY MUST ALSO HAVE ASSISTED AT THE LAVISH SACRIFICES WHICH OCCURRED AT CELTIC FUNERALS. PLINY'S WORDS, "THE DRUIDS AND THAT RACE OF PROPHETS AND DOCTORS," SUGGEST THAT THE MEDICAL ART MAY HAVE BEEN IN THE HANDS OF A SPECIAL CLASS OF DRUIDS, THOUGH ALL MAY HAVE HAD A SMATTERING OF IT. IT WAS MAINLY CONCERNED WITH THE USE OF HERBS, AND WAS MIXED UP WITH MAGICAL RITES, WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN REGARDED AS OF MORE IMPORTANCE THAN THE ACTUAL MEDICINES USED. IN IRELAND DRUIDS ALSO PRACTICED THE HEALING ART. THUS, WHEN CÚCHULAINN WAS ILL, EMER SAID, "IF IT HAD BEEN FERGUS, CÚCHULAINN WOULD HAVE TAKEN NO REST TILL HE HAD FOUND A DRUID ABLE TO DISCOVER THE CAUSE OF THAT ILLNESS." BUT OTHER PERSONS, NOT REFERRED TO AS DRUIDS, ARE MENTIONED AS HEALERS, ONE OF THEM A WOMAN, PERHAPS A REMINISCENCE OF THE TIME WHEN THE ART WAS PRACTICED BY WOMEN. THESE HEALERS MAY, HOWEVER, HAVE BEEN ATTACHED TO THE DRUIDIC CORPORATION IN MUCH THE SAME WAY AS WERE THE BARDS. STILL MORE IMPORTANT WERE THE MAGICAL POWERS OF THE DRUIDS--GIVING OR WITHHOLDING SUNSHINE OR RAIN, CAUSING STORMS, MAKING WOMEN AND CATTLE FRUITFUL, USING SPELLS, RHYMING TO DEATH, EXERCISING SHAPE-SHIFTING AND INVISIBILITY, AND PRODUCING A MAGIC SLEEP, POSSIBLY HYPNOTIC. THEY WERE ALSO IN REQUEST AS POISONERS. SINCE THE GAULS WENT TO BRITAIN TO PERFECT THEMSELVES IN DRUIDIC SCIENCE, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE INSULAR DRUIDS WERE MORE DEVOTED TO MAGIC THAN THOSE OF GAUL, BUT SINCE THE LATTER ARE SAID TO HAVE "TAMED THE PEOPLE AS WILD BEASTS ARE TAMED," IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THIS REFERS TO THEIR POWERS AS MAGICIANS RATHER THAN TO ANY RECONDITE PHILOSOPHY POSSESSED BY THEM. YET THEY WERE CLEAR-SIGHTED ENOUGH TO USE EVERY MEANS BY WHICH THEY MIGHT GAIN POLITICAL POWER, AND SOME OF THEM MAY HAVE BEEN OPEN TO THE INFLUENCE OF CLASSICAL LEARNING EVEN BEFORE THE ROMAN INVASION. IN THE NEXT CHAPTER THE MAGIC OF THE DRUIDS WILL BE DESCRIBED IN DETAIL. THE DRUIDS, BOTH IN GAUL (AT THE MISTLETOE RITE) AND IN IRELAND, WERE DRESSED IN WHITE, BUT STRABO SPEAKS OF THEIR SCARLET AND GOLD EMBROIDERED ROBES, THEIR GOLDEN NECKLETS AND BRACELETS. AGAIN, THE CHIEF DRUID OF THE KING OF ERIN WORE A COLORED CLOAK AND HAD EARRINGS OF GOLD, AND IN ANOTHER INSTANCE A DRUID WEARS A BULL'S HIDE AND A WHITE-SPECKLED BIRD HEADPIECE WITH FLUTTERING WINGS. THERE WAS ALSO SOME SPECIAL TONSURE USED BY THE DRUIDS, WHICH MAY HAVE DENOTED SERVITUDE TO THE GODS, AS IT WAS CUSTOMARY FOR A WARRIOR TO VOW HIS HAIR TO A DIVINITY IF VICTORY WAS GRANTED HIM. SIMILARLY, THE DRUID'S HAIR WOULD BE PRESENTED TO THE GODS, AND THE TONSURE WOULD MARK THEIR MINISTER. SOME WRITERS HAVE TRIED TO DRAW A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE DRUIDS OF GAUL AND OF IRELAND, ESPECIALLY IN THE MATTER OF THEIR PRIESTLY FUNCTIONS. BUT, WHILE A FEW PASSAGES IN IRISH TEXTS DO SUGGEST THAT THE IRISH DRUIDS WERE PRIESTS TAKING PART IN SACRIFICES, ETC., NEARLY ALL PASSAGES RELATING TO CULT OR RITUAL SEEM TO HAVE BEEN DELIBERATELY SUPPRESSED. HENCE THE DRUIDS APPEAR RATHER AS MAGICIANS--A NATURAL RESULT, SINCE, ONCE THE PEOPLE BECAME CHRISTIAN, THE PRIESTLY CHARACTER OF THE DRUIDS WOULD TEND TO BE LOST SIGHT OF. LIKE THE DRUIDS OF GAUL, THEY WERE TEACHERS AND TOOK PART IN POLITICAL AFFAIRS, AND THIS SHOWS THAT THEY WERE MORE THAN MERE MAGICIANS. IN IRISH TEXTS THE WORD "DRUID" IS SOMEWHAT LOOSELY USED AND IS APPLIED TO KINGS AND POETS, PERHAPS BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN PUPILS OF THE DRUIDS. BUT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DOUBT THAT THE DRUIDS IN IRELAND FULFILLED FUNCTIONS OF A PUBLIC PRIESTHOOD. THEY APPEAR IN CONNECTION WITH ALL THE COLONIES WHICH CAME TO ERIN, THE ANNALISTS REGARDING THE PRIESTS OR MEDICINE-MEN OF DIFFERENT RACES AS DRUIDS, THROUGH LACK OF HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE. BUT ONE FACT SHOWS THAT THEY WERE PRIESTS OF THE CELTIC RELIGION IN IRELAND. THE EUHEMERIZED TUATHA DÉ DANANN ARE MASTERS OF DRUIDIC LORE. THUS, BOTH THE GODS AND THE PRIESTS WHO SERVED THEM WERE CONFUSED BY LATER WRITERS. THE OPPOSITION OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES TO THE DRUIDS SHOWS THAT THEY WERE PRIESTS; IF THEY WERE NOT, IT REMAINS TO BE DISCOVERED WHAT BODY OF MEN DID EXERCISE PRIESTLY FUNCTIONS IN PAGAN IRELAND. IN IRELAND THEIR JUDICIAL FUNCTIONS MAY HAVE BEEN LESS IMPORTANT THAN IN GAUL, AND THEY MAY NOT HAVE BEEN SO STRICTLY ORGANIZED; BUT HERE WE ARE IN THE REGION OF CONJECTURE. THEY WERE EXEMPT FROM MILITARY SERVICE IN GAUL, AND MANY JOINED THEIR RANKS ON THIS ACCOUNT, BUT IN IRELAND THEY WERE "BONNY FECHTERS," JUST AS IN GAUL THEY OCCASIONALLY FOUGHT LIKE MEDIAEVAL BISHOPS. IN BOTH COUNTRIES THEY WERE PRESENT ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE TO PERFORM THE NECESSARY RELIGIOUS OR MAGICAL RITES. SINCE THE DRUIDS WERE AN ORGANIZED PRIESTHOOD, WITH POWERS OF TEACHING AND OF MAGIC IMPLICITLY BELIEVED IN BY THE FOLK, POSSESSING THE KEY OF THE OTHER-WORLD, AND DOMINATING THE WHOLE FIELD OF RELIGION, IT IS EASY TO SEE HOW MUCH VENERATION MUST HAVE BEEN PAID THEM. CONNOTING THIS WITH THE INFLUENCE OF THE ROMAN CHURCH IN CELTIC REGIONS AND THE POWER OF THE PROTESTANT MINISTER IN THE HIGHLANDS AND IN WALES, SOME HAVE THOUGHT THAT THERE IS AN INNATE TENDENCY IN THE CELT TO BE PRIEST-RIDDEN. IF THIS BE TRUE, WE CAN ONLY SAY, "THE PEOPLE WISH TO HAVE IT SO, AND THE PRIESTS--PAGAN, PAPIST, OR PROTESTANT--BEAR RULE THROUGH THEIR MEANS!" THUS, A CLOSE EXAMINATION OF THE POSITION AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DRUIDS EXPLAINS AWAY TWO POPULAR MISCONCEPTIONS. THEY WERE NOT POSSESSED OF ANY RECONDITE AND ESOTERIC WISDOM. AND THE CULLING OF MISTLETOE INSTEAD OF BEING THE MOST IMPORTANT, WAS BUT A SUBORDINATE PART OF THEIR FUNCTIONS. IN GAUL THE ROMAN POWER BROKE THE SWAY OF THE DRUIDS, AIDED PERHAPS BY THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY, BUT IT WAS CHRISTIANITY ALONE WHICH ROUTED THEM IN IRELAND AND IN BRITAIN OUTSIDE THE ROMAN PALE. THE DRUIDIC ORGANIZATION, THEIR POWER IN POLITICS AND IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE, THEIR PATRIOTISM, AND ALSO THEIR USE OF HUMAN SACRIFICE AND MAGIC, WERE ALL OBNOXIOUS TO THE ROMAN GOVERNMENT, WHICH OPPOSED THEM MAINLY ON POLITICAL GROUNDS. MAGIC AND HUMAN SACRIFICE WERE SUPPRESSED BECAUSE THEY WERE CONTRARY TO ROMAN MANNERS. THE FIRST ATTACK WAS IN THE REIGN OF AUGUSTUS, WHO PROHIBITED ROMAN CITIZENS FROM TAKING PART IN THE RELIGION OF THE DRUIDS. TIBERIUS NEXT INTERDICTED THE DRUIDS, BUT THIS WAS PROBABLY AIMED AT THEIR HUMAN SACRIFICES, FOR THE DRUIDS WERE NOT SUPPRESSED, SINCE THEY EXISTED STILL IN THE REIGN OF CLAUDIUS, WHO IS SAID TO HAVE ABOLISHED DRUIDARUM RELIGIONEM DIRAE IMMANITATIS. THE EARLIER LEGISLATION WAS INEFFECTIVE; THAT OF CLAUDIUS WAS MORE THOROUGH, BUT IT, TOO, WAS PROBABLY AIMED MAINLY AT HUMAN SACRIFICE AND MAGIC, SINCE AURELIUS VICTOR LIMITS IT TO THE "NOTORIOUS SUPERSTITIONS" OF THE DRUIDS. IT DID NOT ABOLISH THE NATIVE RELIGION, AS IS PROVED BY THE NUMEROUS INSCRIPTIONS TO CELTIC GODS, AND BY THE FACT THAT, AS MELA INFORMS US, HUMAN VICTIMS WERE STILL OFFERED SYMBOLICALLY, WHILE THE DRUIDS WERE STILL ACTIVE SOME YEARS LATER. A PARALLEL IS FOUND IN THE BRITISH ABOLITION OF SĀTI IN INDIA, WHILE PERMITTING THE NATIVE RELIGION TO FLOURISH. PROBABLY MORE EFFECTIVE WAS THE POLICY BEGUN BY AUGUSTUS. MAGISTRATES WERE INAUGURATED AND ACTED AS JUDGES, THUS OUSTING THE DRUIDS, AND NATIVE DEITIES AND NATIVE RITUAL WERE ASSIMILATED TO THOSE OF ROME. CELTIC RELIGION WAS ROMANIZED, AND IF THE DRUIDS RETAINED PRIESTLY FUNCTIONS, IT COULD ONLY BE BY THEIR BECOMING ROMANIZED ALSO. PERHAPS THE NEW STATE RELIGION IN GAUL SIMPLY IGNORED THEM. THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF DEPUTIES AT LUGUDUNUM ROUND THE ALTAR OF ROME AND [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] AUGUSTUS HAD A RELIGIOUS CHARACTER, AND WAS INTENDED TO RIVAL AND TO SUPERSEDE THE ANNUAL GATHERING OF THE DRUIDS. THE DEPUTIES ELECTED A FLAMEN OF THE PROVINCE WHO HAD SURVEILLANCE OF THE CULT, AND THERE WERE ALSO FLAMENS FOR EACH CITY. THUS, THE POWER OF THE DRUIDS IN POLITICS, LAW, AND RELIGION WAS QUIETLY UNDERMINED, WHILE ROME ALSO STRUCK A BLOW AT THEIR POSITION AS TEACHERS BY ESTABLISHING SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT GAUL. M. D'ARBOIS MAINTAINS THAT, AS A RESULT OF PERSECUTION, THE DRUIDS RETIRED TO THE DEPTHS OF THE FORESTS, AND CONTINUED TO TEACH THERE IN SECRET THOSE WHO DESPISED THE NEW LEARNING OF ROME, BASING HIS OPINION ON PASSAGES OF LUCAN AND MELA, BOTH WRITING A LITTLE AFTER THE PROMULGATION OF THE LAWS. BUT NEITHER LUCAN NOR MELA REFER TO AN EXISTING STATE OF THINGS, AND DO NOT INTEND THEIR READERS TO SUPPOSE THAT THE DRUIDS FLED TO WOODS AND CAVERNS. LUCAN SPEAKS OF THEM DWELLING IN WOODS, THEIR SACRED GROVES, AND RESUMING THEIR RITES AFTER CÆSAR'S CONQUEST NOT AFTER THE LATER EDICTS, AND HE DOES NOT SPEAK OF THE DRUIDS TEACHING THERE. MELA SEEMS TO BE ECHOING CÆSAR'S ACCOUNT OF THE TWENTY YEARS' NOVITIATE, BUT ADDS TO IT THAT THE TEACHING WAS GIVEN IN SECRET CONFUSING IT, HOWEVER, WITH THAT GIVEN TO OTHERS THAN CANDIDATES FOR THE PRIESTHOOD. THUS, HE SAYS: "DOCENT MULTA NOBILISSIMOS GENTIS CLAM ET DIU VICENIS ANNIS AUT IN SPECU AUT IN ABDITIS SALTIBUS," BUT THERE IS NOT THE SLIGHTEST EVIDENCE THAT THIS SECRECY WAS THE RESULT OF THE EDICTS. MOREOVER, THE ATTENUATED SACRIFICIAL RITES WHICH HE DESCRIBES WERE EVIDENTLY PRACTICED QUITE OPENLY. PROBABLY SOME DRUIDS CONTINUED THEIR TEACHING IN THEIR SECRET AND SACRED HAUNTS, BUT IT IS UNLIKELY THAT NOBLE GAULS WOULD RESORT TO THEM WHEN GRECO-ROMAN CULTURE WAS NOW OPEN TO THEM IN THE SCHOOLS, WHERE THEY ARE FOUND RECEIVING INSTRUCTION IN 21 A.D. MOST OF THE DRUIDS PROBABLY SUCCUMBED TO THE NEW ORDER OF THINGS. SOME CONTINUED THE OLD RITES IN A MODIFIED MANNER AS LONG AS THEY COULD OBTAIN WORSHIPPERS. OTHERS, MORE FANATICAL, WOULD SUFFER FROM THE LAW WHEN THEY COULD NOT EVADE ITS GRASP. SOME OF THESE REVOLTED AGAINST ROME AFTER NERO'S DEATH, AND IT WAS PERHAPS TO THIS CLASS THAT THOSE DRUIDS BELONGED WHO PROPHESIED THE WORLD-EMPIRE OF THE CELTS IN 70 A.D. THE FACT THAT DRUIDS EXISTED AT THIS DATE SHOWS THAT THE PROSCRIPTION HAD NOT BEEN COMPLETE. BUT THE COMPLETE ROMANIZING OF GAUL TOOK AWAY THEIR OCCUPATION, THOUGH EVEN IN THE FOURTH CENTURY MEN STILL BOASTED OF THEIR DRUIDIC DESCENT. THE INSULAR DRUIDS OPPOSED THE LEGIONS IN SOUTHERN BRITAIN, AND IN MONA IN 62 A.D. THEY MADE A LAST STAND WITH THE WARRIORS AGAINST THE ROMANS, GESTICULATING AND PRAYING TO THE GODS. BUT WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ROMAN POWER IN BRITAIN THEIR FATE MUST HAVE RESEMBLED THAT OF THE DRUIDS OF GAUL. A RECRUDESCENCE OF DRUIDISM IS FOUND, HOWEVER, IN THE PRESENCE OF MAGI (DRUIDS) WITH VORTIGERN AFTER THE ROMAN WITHDRAWAL. OUTSIDE THE ROMAN PALE THE DRUIDS WERE STILL RAMPANT AND PRACTICED THEIR RITES AS BEFORE, ACCORDING TO PLINY. MUCH LATER, IN THE SIXTH CENTURY, THEY OPPOSED CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES IN SCOTLAND, JUST AS IN IRELAND THEY OPPOSED S. PATRICK AND HIS MONKS, WHO COMBATED "THE HARDHEARTED DRUIDS." FINALLY, CHRISTIANITY WAS VICTORIOUS AND THE POWERS OF THE DRUIDS PASSED IN LARGE MEASURE TO THE CHRISTIAN CLERGY OR REMAINED TO SOME EXTENT WITH THE FILID. IN POPULAR BELIEF THE CLERICS HAD PREVAILED LESS BY THE PERSUASIVE POWER OF THE GOSPEL, THAN BY SUCCESSFULLY RIVALLING THE MAGIC OF THE DRUIDS. CLASSICAL WRITERS SPEAK OF DRYADES OR "DRUIDESSES" IN THE THIRD CENTURY. ONE OF THEM PREDICTED HIS APPROACHING DEATH TO ALEXANDER SEVERUS, ANOTHER PROMISED THE EMPIRE TO DIOCLETIAN, OTHERS WERE CONSULTED BY AURELIAN. THUS, THEY WERE DIVINERESSES, RATHER THAN PRIESTESSES, AND THEIR NAME MAY BE THE RESULT OF MISCONCEPTION, UNLESS THEY ASSUMED IT WHEN DRUIDS NO LONGER EXISTED AS A CLASS. IN IRELAND THERE WERE DIVINERESSES--BAN-FILID OR BAN-FÁTHI, PROBABLY A DISTINCT CLASS WITH PROPHETIC POWERS. KINGS ARE WARNED AGAINST "PYTHONESSES" AS WELL AS DRUIDS, AND DR. JOYCE THINKS THESE WERE DRUIDESSES. S. PATRICK ALSO ARMED HIMSELF AGAINST "THE SPELLS OF WOMEN" AND OF DRUIDS. WOMEN IN IRELAND HAD A KNOWLEDGE OF FUTURITY, ACCORDING TO SOLINUS, AND THE WOMEN WHO TOOK PART WITH THE DRUIDS LIKE FURIES AT MONA, MAY HAVE BEEN DIVINERESSES. IN IRELAND IT IS POSSIBLE THAT SUCH WOMEN WERE CALLED "DRUIDESSES," SINCE THE WORD BAN-DRUI IS MET WITH, THE WOMEN SO CALLED BEING ALSO STYLED BAN-FILI, WHILE THE FACT THAT THEY BELONGED TO THE CLASS OF THE FILID BRINGS THEM INTO CONNECTION WITH THE DRUIDS. BUT BAN-DRUI MAY HAVE BEEN APPLIED TO WOMEN WITH PRIESTLY FUNCTIONS, SUCH AS CERTAINLY EXISTED IN IRELAND--THE VIRGIN GUARDIANS OF SACRED FIRES, TO WHOSE FUNCTIONS CHRISTIAN NUNS SUCCEEDED. WE KNOW ALSO THAT THE BRITISH QUEEN BOUDICCA EXERCISED PRIESTLY FUNCTIONS, AND SUCH PRIESTESSES, APART FROM THE DRYADES, EXISTED AMONG THE CONTINENTAL CELTS. INSCRIPTIONS AT ARLES SPEAK OF AN ANTISTITA DEAE, AND AT LE PRUGNON OF A FLAMINICA SACERDOS OF THE GODDESS THUCOLIS. THESE WERE SERVANTS OF A GODDESS LIKE THE PRIESTESS OF THE CELTIC ARTEMIS IN GALATIA IN WHOSE FAMILY THE PRIESTHOOD WAS HEREDITARY. THE VIRGINS CALLED GALLIZENÆ, WHO PRACTICED DIVINATION AND MAGIC IN THE ISLE OF SENA, WERE PRIESTESSES OF A GAULISH GOD, AND SOME OF THE WOMEN WHO WERE "POSSESSED BY DIONYSUS" AND PRACTICED AN ORGIASTIC CULT ON AN ISLAND IN THE LOIRE, WERE PROBABLY OF THE SAME KIND. 4 THEY WERE PRIESTESSES OF SOME MAGICO-RELIGIOUS CULT PRACTICED BY WOMEN, LIKE THE GUARDIANS OF THE SACRED FIRE IN IRELAND, WHICH WAS TABU TO MEN. M. REINACH REGARDS THE ACCOUNTS OF THESE ISLAND PRIESTESSES AS FICTIONS BASED ON THE STORY OF CIRCE'S ISLE, BUT EVEN IF THEY ARE GARBLED, THEY SEEM TO BE BASED ON ACTUAL OBSERVATION AND ARE PARALLELED FROM OTHER REGIONS. THE EXISTENCE OF SUCH PRIESTESSES AND DIVINERESSES OVER THE CELTIC AREA IS TO BE EXPLAINED BY OUR HYPOTHESIS THAT MANY CELTIC DIVINITIES WERE AT FIRST FEMALE AND SERVED BY WOMEN, WHO WERE POSSESSED OF THE TRIBAL LORE. LATER, MEN ASSUMED THEIR FUNCTIONS, AND HENCE AROSE THE GREAT PRIESTHOODS, BUT CONSERVATISM SPORADICALLY RETAINED SUCH FEMALE CULTS AND PRIESTESSES, SOME GODDESSES BEING STILL SERVED BY WOMEN--THE GALATIAN ARTEMIS, OR THE GODDESSES OF GAUL, WITH THEIR FEMALE SERVANTS. TIME ALSO BROUGHT ITS REVENGES, FOR WHEN PAGANISM PASSED AWAY, MUCH OF ITS FOLK-RITUAL AND MAGIC REMAINED, PRACTICED BY WISE WOMEN OR WITCHES, WHO FOR GENERATIONS HAD AS MUCH POWER OVER IGNORANT MINDS AS THE CHRISTIAN PRIESTHOOD. THE FACT THAT CÆSAR AND TACITUS SPEAK OF GERMANIC BUT NOT OF CELTIC PRIESTESSES, CAN HARDLY, IN FACE OF THESE SCATTERED NOTICES, BE TAKEN AS A PROOF THAT WOMEN HAD NO PRIESTLY ROLE IN CELTIC RELIGION. IF THEY HAD NOT, THAT RELIGION WOULD BE UNIQUE IN THE WORLD'S HISTORY.
CHAPTER XXI.
MAGIC.
THE CELTS, LIKE ALL OTHER RACES, WERE DEVOTED TO MAGICAL PRACTICES, MANY OF WHICH COULD BE USED BY ANY ONE, THOUGH, ON THE WHOLE, THEY WERE IN THE HANDS OF THE DRUIDS, WHO IN MANY ASPECTS WERE LITTLE HIGHER THAN THE SHAMANS OF BARBARIC TRIBES. BUT SIMILAR MAGICAL RITES WERE ALSO ATTRIBUTED TO THE GODS, AND IT IS PROBABLY FOR THIS REASON THAT THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN AND MANY OF THE DIVINITIES WHO APPEAR IN THE MABINOGION ARE DESCRIBED AS MAGICIANS. KINGS ARE ALSO SPOKEN OF AS WIZARDS, PERHAPS A REMINISCENCE OF THE POWERS OF THE PRIEST KING. BUT SINCE MANY OF THE PRIMITIVE CULTS HAD BEEN IN THE HANDS OF WOMEN, AND AS THESE CULTS IMPLIED A LARGE USE OF MAGIC, THEY MAY HAVE BEEN THE EARLIEST WIELDERS OF MAGIC, THOUGH, WITH INCREASING CIVILIZATION, MEN TOOK THEIR PLACE AS MAGICIANS. STILL SIDE BY SIDE WITH THE MAGIC-WIELDING DRUIDS, THERE WERE CLASSES OF WOMEN WHO ALSO DEALT IN MAGIC, AS WE HAVE SEEN. THEIR POWERS WERE FEARED, EVEN BY S. PATRICK, WHO CLASSES THE "SPELLS OF WOMEN" ALONG WITH THOSE OF DRUIDS, AND, IN A MYTHIC TALE, BY THE FATHER OF CONNLA, WHO, WHEN THE YOUTH WAS FASCINATED BY A GODDESS, FEARED THAT HE WOULD BE TAKEN BY THE "SPELLS OF WOMEN" (BRICHTA BAN). IN OTHER TALES WOMEN PERFORM ALL SUCH MAGICAL ACTIONS AS ARE ELSEWHERE ASCRIBED TO DRUIDS. AND AFTER THE DRUIDS HAD PASSED AWAY PRECISELY SIMILAR ACTIONS--POWER OVER THE WEATHER, THE USE OF INCANTATIONS AND AMULETS, SHAPE-SHIFTING AND INVISIBILITY, ETC.--WERE, AND STILL ARE IN REMOTE CELTIC REGIONS, ASCRIBED TO WITCHES. MUCH OF THE DRUIDIC ART, HOWEVER, WAS ALSO SUPPOSED TO BE POSSESSED BY SAINTS AND CLERICS, BOTH IN THE PAST AND IN RECENT TIMES. BUT WOMEN REMAINED AS MAGICIANS WHEN THE DRUIDS HAD DISAPPEARED, PARTLY BECAUSE OF FEMALE CONSERVATISM, PARTLY BECAUSE, EVEN IN PAGAN TIMES, THEY HAD WORKED MORE OR LESS SECRETLY. AT LAST THE CHURCH PROSCRIBED THEM AND PERSECUTED THEM. EACH CLAN, TRIBE, OR KINGDOM HAD ITS DRUIDS, WHO, IN TIME OF WAR, ASSISTED THEIR HOSTS BY MAGIC ART. THIS IS REFLECTED BACK UPON THE GROUPS OF THE MYTHOLOGICAL CYCLE, EACH OF WHICH HAS ITS DRUIDS WHO PLAY NO SMALL PART IN THE BATTLES FOUGHT. THOUGH PLINY RECOGNIZES THE PRIESTLY FUNCTIONS OF THE DRUIDS, HE ASSOCIATES THEM LARGELY WITH MAGIC, AND APPLIES THE NAME MAGUS TO THEM. IN IRISH ECCLESIASTICAL LITERATURE, DRUI IS USED AS THE TRANSLATION OF MAGUS, IN THE CASE OF THE EGYPTIAN MAGICIANS, WHILE MAGI, IS USED IN LATIN LIVES OF SAINTS AS THE EQUIVALENT OF THE VERNACULAR DRUIDES. IN THE SAGAS AND IN POPULAR TALES DRUIDECHT, "DRUIDISM," STANDS FOR "MAGIC," AND SLAT AN DRAOICHTA, "ROD OF DRUIDISM," IS A MAGIC WAND. THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN WERE SAID TO HAVE LEARNED "DRUIDISM" FROM THE FOUR GREAT MASTER DRUIDS OF THE REGION WHENCE THEY HAD COME TO IRELAND, AND EVEN NOW, IN POPULAR TALES, THEY ARE OFTEN CALLED "DRUIDS" OR "DANANN DRUIDS." THUS, IN IRELAND AT LEAST THERE IS CLEAR EVIDENCE OF THE GREAT MAGICAL POWER CLAIMED BY DRUIDS. THAT POWER WAS EXERCISED TO A GREAT EXTENT OVER THE ELEMENTS, SOME OF WHICH DRUIDS CLAIMED TO HAVE CREATED. THUS, THE DRUID CATHBAD COVERED THE PLAIN OVER WHICH DEIRDRE WAS ESCAPING WITH "A GREAT-WAVED SEA." DRUIDS ALSO PRODUCED BLINDING SNOW-STORMS, OR CHANGED DAY INTO NIGHT-FEATS ASCRIBED TO THEM EVEN IN THE LIVES OF SAINTS. OR THEY DISCHARGE "SHOWER-CLOUDS OF FIRE" ON THE OPPOSING HOSTS, AS IN THE CASE OF THE DRUID MAG RUITH, WHO MADE A MAGIC FIRE, AND FLYING UPWARDS TOWARDS IT, TURNED IT UPON THE ENEMY, WHOSE DRUID IN VAIN TRIED TO DIVERT IT. WHEN THE DRUIDS OF CORMAC DRIED UP ALL THE WATERS IN THE LAND, ANOTHER DRUID SHOT AN ARROW, AND WHERE IT FELL THERE ISSUED A TORRENT OF WATER. THE DRUID MATHGEN BOASTED OF BEING ABLE TO THROW MOUNTAINS ON THE ENEMY, AND FREQUENTLY DRUIDS MADE TREES OR STONES APPEAR AS ARMED MEN, DISMAYING THE OPPOSING HOST IN THIS WAY. THEY COULD ALSO FILL THE AIR WITH THE CLASH OF BATTLE, OR WITH THE DREAD CRIES OF ELDRITCH THINGS. SIMILAR POWERS ARE ASCRIBED TO OTHER PERSONS. THE DAUGHTERS OF CALATIN RAISED THEMSELVES ALOFT ON AN ENCHANTED WIND, AND DISCOVERED CÚCHULAINN WHEN HE WAS HIDDEN AWAY BY CATHBAD. LATER THEY PRODUCED A MAGIC MIST TO DISCOMFIT THE HERO. SUCH MISTS OCCUR FREQUENTLY IN THE SAGAS, AND IN ONE OF THEM THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN ARRIVED IN IRELAND. THE PRIESTESSES OF SENA COULD ROUSE SEA AND WIND BY THEIR ENCHANTMENTS, AND, LATER, CELTIC WITCHES HAVE CLAIMED THE SAME POWER. IN FOLK-SURVIVALS THE PRACTICE OF RAIN-MAKING IS CONNECTED WITH SACRED SPRINGS, AND EVEN NOW IN RURAL FRANCE PROCESSIONS TO SHRINES, USUALLY CONNECTED WITH A HOLY WELL, ARE COMMON IN TIME OF DROUGHT. THUS, PEOPLE AND PRIEST GO TO THE FOUNTAIN OF BARANTON IN PROCESSION, SINGING HYMNS, AND THERE PRAY FOR RAIN. THE PRIEST THEN DIPS HIS FOOT IN THE WATER, OR THROWS SOME OF IT ON THE ROCKS. IN OTHER CASES THE IMAGE OF A SAINT IS CARRIED TO A WELL AND ASPERGED, AS DIVINE IMAGES FORMERLY WERE, OR THE WATERS ARE BEATEN OR THROWN INTO THE AIR. ANOTHER CUSTOM WAS THAT A VIRGIN SHOULD CLEAN OUT A SACRED WELL, AND FORMERLY SHE HAD TO BE NUDE. NUDITY ALSO FORMS PART OF AN OLD RITUAL USED IN GAUL. IN TIME OF DROUGHT THE GIRLS OF THE VILLAGE FOLLOWED THE YOUNGEST VIRGIN IN A STATE OF NUDITY TO SEEK THE HERB BELINUNTIA. THIS SHE UPROOTED, AND WAS THEN LED TO A RIVER AND THERE ASPERGED BY THE OTHERS. IN THIS CASE THE ASPERGING IMITATED THE FALLING RAIN, AND WAS MEANT TO PRODUCE IT AUTOMATICALLY. WHILE SOME OF THESE RITES SUGGEST THE USE OF MAGIC BY THE FOLK THEMSELVES, IN OTHERS THE PRESENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN PRIEST POINTS TO THE FACT THAT, FORMERLY, A DRUID WAS NECESSARY AS THE RAIN PRODUCER. IN SOME CASES, THE PRIEST HAS INHERITED THROUGH LONG AGES THE RAIN-MAKING OR TEMPEST-QUELLING POWERS OF THE PAGAN PRIESTHOOD, AND IS OFTEN BESOUGHT TO EXERCISE THEM. CAUSING INVISIBILITY BY MEANS OF A SPELL CALLED FETH FIADA, WHICH MADE A PERSON UNSEEN OR HID HIM IN A MAGIC MIST, WAS ALSO USED BY THE DRUIDS AS WELL AS BY CHRISTIAN SAINTS. S. PATRICK'S HYMN, CALLED FÂED FIADA, WAS SUNG BY HIM WHEN HIS ENEMIES LAY IN WAIT, AND CAUSED A GLAMOUR IN THEM. THE INCANTATION ITSELF, FITH-FATH, IS STILL REMEMBERED IN HIGHLAND GLENS. IN THE CASE OF S. PATRICK, HE AND HIS FOLLOWERS APPEARED AS DEER, AND THIS POWER OF SHAPE-SHIFTING WAS WIELDED BOTH BY DRUIDS AND WOMEN. THE DRUID FER FIDAIL CARRIED OFF A MAIDEN BY TAKING THE FORM OF A WOMAN, AND ANOTHER DRUID DECEIVED CÚCHULAINN BY TAKING THE FORM OF THE FAIR NIAMH. 1 OTHER DRUIDS ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO TAKE ANY SHAPE THAT PLEASED THEM. THESE POWERS WERE REFLECTED BACK UPON THE GODS AND MYTHICAL PERSONAGES LIKE TALIESIN OR AMAIRGEN, WHO APPEAR IN MANY FORMS. THE PRIESTESSES OF SENA COULD ASSUME THE FORM OF ANIMALS, AND AN IRISH CIRCE IN THE RENNES DINDSENCHAS CALLED DALB THE ROUGH CHANGED THREE MEN AND THEIR WIVES INTO SWINE BY HER SPELLS. THIS POWER OF TRANSFORMING OTHERS IS OFTEN DESCRIBED IN THE SAGAS. THE CHILDREN OF LIR WERE CHANGED TO SWANS BY THEIR CRUEL STEPMOTHER; SAAR, THE MOTHER OF OISIN, BECAME A FAWN THROUGH THE POWER OF THE DRUID FEAR DOIRCHE WHEN SHE REJECTED HIS LOVE; AND SIMILARLY, TUIRRENN, MOTHER OF OISIN'S HOUNDS, WAS TRANSFORMED INTO A STAG-HOUND BY THE FAIRY MISTRESS OF HER HUSBAND IOLLANN. 4 IN OTHER INSTANCES IN THE SAGAS, WOMEN APPEAR AS BIRDS. 5 THESE TRANSFORMATION TALES MAY BE CONNECTED WITH TOTEMISM, FOR WHEN THIS INSTITUTION IS DECAYING THE CURRENT BELIEF IN SHAPE-SHIFTING IS OFTEN MADE USE OF TO EXPLAIN DESCENT FROM ANIMALS OR THE TABU AGAINST EATING CERTAIN ANIMALS. IN SOME OF THESE IRISH SHAPE-SHIFTING TALES WE FIND THIS TABU REFERRED TO. THUS, WHEN THE CHILDREN OF LIR WERE TURNED INTO SWANS, IT WAS PROCLAIMED THAT NO ONE SHOULD KILL A SWAN. THE REASON OF AN EXISTING TABU SEEMED TO BE SUFFICIENTLY EXPLAINED WHEN IT WAS TOLD THAT CERTAIN HUMAN BEINGS HAD BECOME SWANS. IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE DRUIDS MADE USE OF HYPNOTIC SUGGESTION TO PERSUADE OTHERS THAT THEY HAD ASSUMED ANOTHER FORM, AS RED INDIAN SHAMANS HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO DO, OR EVEN HALLUCINATED OTHERS INTO THE BELIEF THAT THEIR OWN FORM HAD BEEN CHANGED. BY A "DRINK OF OBLIVION" DRUIDS AND OTHER PERSONS COULD MAKE ONE FORGET EVEN THE MOST DEARLY BELOVED. THUS, CÚCHULAINN WAS MADE TO FORGET FAND, AND HIS WIFE EMER TO FORGET HER JEALOUSY. THIS IS A REMINISCENCE OF POTENT DRINKS BREWED FROM HERBS WHICH CAUSED HALLUCINATIONS, THAT OF THE CHANGE OF SHAPE. IN OTHER CASES, THEY WERE OF A NARCOTIC NATURE AND CAUSED A DEEP SLEEP, AN INSTANCE BEING THE DRAUGHT GIVEN BY GRAINNE TO FIONN AND HIS MEN. AGAIN, THE "DRUIDIC SLEEP" IS SUGGESTIVE OF HYPNOTISM, PRACTICED IN DISTANT AGES AND ALSO BY PRESENT-DAY SAVAGES. WHEN BODB SUSPECTED HIS DAUGHTER OF LYING HE CAST HER INTO A "DRUIDIC SLEEP," IN WHICH SHE REVEALED HER WICKEDNESS. IN OTHER CASES, SPELLS ARE CAST UPON PERSONS SO THAT THEY ARE HALLUCINATED, OR ARE RENDERED MOTIONLESS, OR, "BY THE SLEIGHT OF HAND OF SOOTHSAYERS," MAIDENS LOSE THEIR CHASTITY WITHOUT KNOWING IT. THESE POINT TO KNOWLEDGE OF HYPNOTIC METHODS OF SUGGESTION. OR, AGAIN, A SPECTRAL ARMY IS OPPOSED TO AN ENEMY'S FORCE TO WHOM IT IS A HALLUCINATORY APPEARANCE--PERHAPS AN EXAGGERATION OF NATURAL HYPNOTIC POWERS. DRUIDS ALSO MADE A "HEDGE," THE AIRBE DRUAD, ROUND AN ARMY, PERHAPS CIRCUMAMBULATING IT AND SAYING SPELLS SO THAT THE ATTACKING FORCE MIGHT NOT BREAK THROUGH. IF ANY ONE COULD LEAP THIS "HEDGE," THE SPELL WAS BROKEN, BUT HE LOST HIS LIFE. THIS WAS DONE AT THE BATTLE OF CUL DREMNE, AT WHICH S. COLUMBA WAS PRESENT AND AIDED THE HEROIC LEAPER WITH HIS PRAYERS. A PRIMITIVE PIECE OF SYMPATHETIC MAGIC USED STILL BY SAVAGES IS RECORDED IN THE RENNES DINDSENCHAS. IN THIS STORY ONE MAN SAYS SPELLS OVER HIS SPEAR AND HURLS IT INTO HIS OPPONENT'S SHADOW, SO THAT HE FALLS DEAD. EQUALLY PRIMITIVE IS THE DRUIDIC "SENDING" A WISP OF STRAW OVER WHICH THE DRUID SANG SPELLS AND FLUNG IT INTO HIS VICTIM'S FACE, SO THAT HE BECAME MAD. A SIMILAR METHOD IS USED BY THE ESKIMO ANGEKOK. ALL MADNESS WAS GENERALLY ASCRIBED TO SUCH A "SENDING." SEVERAL OF THESE INSTANCES HAVE SHOWN THE USE OF SPELLS, AND THE DRUID WAS BELIEVED TO POSSESS POWERFUL INCANTATIONS TO DISCOMFIT AN ENEMY OR TO PRODUCE OTHER MAGICAL RESULTS. A SPECIAL POSTURE WAS ADOPTED--STANDING ON ONE LEG, WITH ONE ARM OUTSTRETCHED AND ONE EYE CLOSED, PERHAPS TO CONCENTRATE THE FORCE OF THE SPELL, BUT THE POWER LAY MAINLY IN THE SPOKEN WORDS, AS WE HAVE SEEN IN DISCUSSING CELTIC FORMULAE OF PRAYER. SUCH SPELLS WERE ALSO USED BY THE FILID, OR POETS, SINCE MOST PRIMITIVE POETRY HAS A MAGICAL ASPECT. PART OF THE TRAINING OF THE BARD CONSISTED IN LEARNING TRADITIONAL INCANTATIONS, WHICH, USED WITH DUE RITUAL, PRODUCED THE MAGIC RESULT. SOME OF THESE INCANTATIONS HAVE ALREADY COME BEFORE OUR NOTICE, AND PROBABLY SOME OF THE VERSES WHICH CÆSAR SAYS THE DRUIDS WOULD NOT COMMIT TO WRITING WERE OF THE NATURE OF SPELLS. THE VIRTUE OF THE SPELL LAY IN THE SPOKEN FORMULA, USUALLY INTRODUCING THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF A GOD OR SPIRIT, LATER A SAINT, IN ORDER TO PROCURE HIS INTERVENTION, THROUGH THE POWER INHERENT IN THE NAME. OTHER CHARMS RECOUNT AN EFFECT ALREADY PRODUCED, AND THIS, THROUGH MIMETIC MAGIC, IS SUPPOSED TO CAUSE ITS REPETITION. THE EARLIEST WRITTEN DOCUMENTS BEARING UPON THE PAGANISM OF THE INSULAR CELTS CONTAIN AN APPEAL TO "THE SCIENCE OF GOIBNIU" TO PRESERVE BUTTER, AND ANOTHER, FOR MAGICAL HEALING, RUNS, "I ADMIRE THE HEALING WHICH DIANCECHT LEFT IN HIS FAMILY, IN ORDER TO BRING HEALTH TO THOSE HE SUCCORED." THESE ARE FOUND IN AN EIGHTH OR NINTH CENTURY MS., AND, WITH THEIR APPEAL TO PAGAN GODS, WERE EVIDENTLY USED IN CHRISTIAN TIMES. MOST DRUIDIC MAGIC WAS ACCOMPANIED BY A SPELL--TRANSFORMATION, INVISIBILITY, POWER OVER THE ELEMENTS, AND THE DISCOVERY OF HIDDEN PERSONS OR THINGS. IN OTHER CASES, SPELLS WERE USED IN MEDICINE OR FOR HEALING WOUNDS. THUS, THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN TOLD THE FOMORIANS THAT THEY NEED NOT OPPOSE THEM, BECAUSE THEIR DRUIDS WOULD RESTORE THE SLAIN TO LIFE, AND WHEN CÚCHULAINN WAS WOUNDED WE HEAR LESS OF MEDICINES THAN OF INCANTATIONS USED TO STANCH HIS BLOOD. IN OTHER CASES, THE DRUID COULD REMOVE BARRENNESS BY SPELLS. THE SURVIVAL OF THE BELIEF IN SPELLS AMONG MODERN CELTIC PEOPLES IS A CONVINCING PROOF OF THEIR USE IN PAGAN TIMES, AND THROWS LIGHT UPON THEIR NATURE. IN BRITTANY THEY ARE HANDED DOWN IN CERTAIN FAMILIES, AND ARE CAREFULLY GUARDED FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF OTHERS. THE NAMES OF SAINTS INSTEAD OF THE OLD GODS ARE FOUND IN THEM, BUT IN SOME CASES, DISEASES ARE ADDRESSED AS PERSONAL BEINGS. IN THE HIGHLANDS SIMILAR CHARMS ARE FOUND, AND ARE OFTEN HANDED DOWN FROM MALE TO FEMALE, AND FROM FEMALE TO MALE. THEY ARE ALSO IN COMMON USE IN IRELAND. BESIDES HEALING DISEASES, SUCH CHARMS ARE SUPPOSED TO CAUSE FERTILITY OR BRING GOOD LUCK, OR EVEN TO TRANSFER THE PROPERTY OF OTHERS TO THE RECITER, OR, IN THE CASE OF DARKER MAGIC, TO CAUSE DEATH OR DISEASE. IN IRELAND, SORCERERS COULD "RIME EITHER A MAN OR BEAST TO DEATH," AND THIS RECALLS THE POWER OF SATIRE IN THE MOUTH OF FILE OR DRUID. IT RAISED BLOTCHES ON THE FACE OF THE VICTIM, OR EVEN CAUSED HIS DEATH. AMONG PRIMITIVE RACES POWERFUL INTERNAL EMOTION AFFECTS THE BODY IN CURIOUS WAYS, AND IN THIS TRADITIONAL POWER OF THE SATIRE OR "RIME" WE HAVE PROBABLY AN EXAGGERATED REFERENCE TO ACTUAL FACT. IN OTHER CASES, THE "CURSE OF SATIRE" AFFECTED NATURE, CAUSING SEAS AND RIVERS TO SINK BACK. THE SATIRES MADE BY THE BARDS OF GAUL, REFERRED TO BY DIODORUS, MAY HAVE BEEN BELIEVED TO POSSESS SIMILAR POWERS. CONTRARIWISE, THE FILID, ON UTTERING AN UNJUST JUDGMENT, FOUND THEIR FACES COVERED WITH BLOTCHES. A MAGICAL SLEEP IS OFTEN CAUSED BY MUSIC IN THE SAGAS, BY THE HARP OF DAGDA, OR BY THE BRANCH CARRIED BY VISITANTS FROM ELYSIUM. MANY, "FAIRY" LULLABIES FOR PRODUCING SLEEP ARE EVEN NOW EXTANT IN IRELAND AND THE HIGHLANDS. AS MUSIC FORMS A PART OF ALL PRIMITIVE RELIGION, ITS SOOTHING POWERS WOULD EASILY BE MAGNIFIED. IN ORGIASTIC RITES IT CAUSED VARYING EMOTIONS UNTIL THE SINGER AND DANCER FELL INTO A DEEP SLUMBER, AND THE TALES OF THOSE WHO JOINED IN A FAIRY DANCE AND FELL ASLEEP, AWAKING TO FIND THAT MANY YEARS HAD PASSED, ARE MYTHIC EXTENSIONS OF THE POWER OF MUSIC IN SUCH ORGIASTIC CULTS. THE MUSIC OF THE FILID HAD SIMILAR POWERS TO THAT OF DAGDA'S HARP, PRODUCING LAUGHTER, TEARS, AND A DELICIOUS SLUMBER, 6 AND CELTIC FOLK-TALES ABOUND IN SIMILAR INSTANCES OF THE MAGIC CHARM OF MUSIC. WE NOW TURN TO THE USE OF AMULETS AMONG THE CELTS. SOME OF THESE WERE SYMBOLIC AND INTENDED TO BRING THE WEARER UNDER THE PROTECTION OF THE GOD WHOM THEY SYMBOLIZED. AS HAS BEEN SEEN, A CELTIC GOD HAD AS HIS SYMBOL A WHEEL, PROBABLY REPRESENTING THE SUN, AND NUMEROUS SMALL WHEEL DISCS MADE OF DIFFERENT MATERIALS HAVE BEEN FOUND IN GAUL AND [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] BRITAIN. 1 THESE WERE EVIDENTLY WORN AS AMULETS, WHILE IN OTHER CASES THEY WERE OFFERED TO RIVER DIVINITIES, SINCE MANY ARE MET WITH IN RIVER BEDS OR FORDS. THEIR USE AS PROTECTIVE AMULETS IS SHOWN BY A STELE REPRESENTING A PERSON WEARING A NECKLACE TO WHICH IS ATTACHED ONE OF THESE WHEELS. IN IRISH TEXTS A DRUID IS CALLED MAG RUITH, EXPLAINED AS MAGUS ROTARUM, BECAUSE HE MADE HIS DRUIDICAL OBSERVATIONS BY WHEELS. THIS MAY POINT TO THE USE OF SUCH AMULETS IN IRELAND. A CURIOUS AMULET, CONNECTED WITH THE DRUIDS, BECAME FAMOUS IN ROMAN TIMES AND IS DESCRIBED BY PLINY. THIS WAS THE "SERPENTS' EGG," FORMED FROM THE FOAM PRODUCED BY SERPENTS TWINING THEMSELVES TOGETHER. THE SERPENTS THREW THE "EGG" INTO THE AIR, AND HE WHO SOUGHT IT HAD TO CATCH IT IN HIS CLOAK BEFORE IT FELL, AND FLEE TO A RUNNING STREAM, BEYOND WHICH THE SERPENTS, LIKE THE WITCHES PURSUING TAM O' SHANTER, COULD NOT FOLLOW HIM. THIS "EGG" WAS BELIEVED TO CAUSE ITS OWNER TO OBTAIN ACCESS TO KINGS OR TO GAIN LAWSUITS, AND A ROMAN CITIZEN WAS PUT TO DEATH IN THE REIGN OF CLAUDIUS FOR BRINGING SUCH AN AMULET INTO COURT. PLINY HAD SEEN THIS "EGG." IT WAS ABOUT THE SIZE OF AN APPLE, WITH A CARTILAGINOUS SKIN COVERED WITH DISCS. PROBABLY IT WAS A FOSSIL ECHINUS, SUCH AS HAS BEEN FOUND IN GAULISH TOMBS. SUCH "EGGS" WERE DOUBTLESS CONNECTED WITH THE CULT OF THE SERPENT, OR SOME OLD MYTH OF AN EGG PRODUCED BY SERPENTS MAY HAVE BEEN MADE USE OF TO ACCOUNT FOR THEIR FORMATION. THIS IS THE MORE LIKELY, AS RINGS OR BEADS OF GLASS FOUND IN TUMULI IN WALES, CORNWALL, AND THE HIGHLANDS ARE CALLED "SERPENTS' GLASS" (GLAIN NAIDR), AND ARE BELIEVED TO BE FORMED IN THE SAME WAY AS THE "EGG." THESE, AS WELL AS OLD SPINDLE-WHORLS CALLED "ADDER STONES" IN THE HIGHLANDS, ARE HELD TO HAVE MAGICAL VIRTUES, AGAINST THE BITE OF A SERPENT, AND ARE HIGHLY PRIZED BY THEIR OWNERS. PLINY SPEAKS ALSO OF THE CELTIC BELIEF IN THE MAGICAL VIRTUES OF CORAL, EITHER WORN AS AN AMULET OR TAKEN IN POWDER AS A MEDICINE, WHILE IT HAS BEEN PROVED THAT THE CELTS DURING A LIMITED PERIOD OF THEIR HISTORY PLACED IT ON WEAPONS AND UTENSILS, DOUBTLESS AS AN AMULET. OTHER AMULETS--WHITE MARBLE BALLS, QUARTZ PEBBLES, MODELS OF THE TOOTH OF THE BOAR, OR PIECES OF AMBER, HAVE BEEN FOUND BURIED WITH THE DEAD. LITTLE FIGURES OF THE BOAR, THE HORSE, AND THE BULL, WITH A RING FOR SUSPENDING THEM TO A NECKLET, WERE WORN AS AMULETS OR IMAGES OF THESE DIVINE ANIMALS, AND PHALLIC AMULETS WERE ALSO WORN, PERHAPS AS A PROTECTION AGAINST THE EVIL EYE. A CULT OF STONES WAS PROBABLY CONNECTED WITH THE BELIEF IN THE MAGICAL POWER OF CERTAIN STONES, LIKE THE LIA FAIL, WHICH SHRIEKED ALOUD WHEN CONN KNOCKED AGAINST IT. HIS DRUIDS EXPLAINED THAT THE NUMBER OF THE SHRIEKS EQUALED THE NUMBER OF HIS DESCENDANTS WHO SHOULD BE KINGS OF ERIN. THIS IS AN ÆTIOLOGICAL MYTH ACCOUNTING FOR THE USE OF THIS FETICH-STONE AT CORONATIONS. OTHER STONES, PROBABLY THE OBJECT OF A CULT OR POSSESSING MAGICAL VIRTUES, WERE USED AT THE INSTALLATION OF CHIEFS, WHO STOOD ON THEM AND VOWED TO FOLLOW IN THE STEPS OF THEIR PREDECESSORS, A PAIR OF FEET BEING CARVED ON THE STONE TO REPRESENT THOSE OF THE FIRST CHIEF. OTHER STONES HAD MORE MUSICAL VIRTUES--THE "CONSPICUOUS STONE" OF [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] ELYSIUM FROM WHICH AROSE A HUNDRED STRAINS, AND THE MELODIOUS STONE OF LOCH LÁIG. SUCH BELIEFS EXISTED INTO CHRISTIAN TIMES. S. COLUMBA'S STONE ALTAR FLOATED ON THE WAVES, AND ON IT A LEPER HAD CROSSED IN THE WAKE OF THE SAINT'S CORACLE TO ERIN. BUT THE SAME STONE WAS THAT ON WHICH, LONG BEFORE, THE HERO FIONN HAD SLIPPED. CONNECTED WITH THE CULT OF STONES ARE MAGICAL OBSERVANCES AT FIXED ROCKS OR BOULDERS, REGARDED PROBABLY AS THE ABODE OF A SPIRIT. THESE OBSERVANCES ARE IN ORIGIN PRE-CELTIC, BUT WERE PRACTICED BY THE CELTS. GIRLS SLIDE DOWN A STONE TO OBTAIN A LOVER, PREGNANT WOMEN TO OBTAIN AN EASY DELIVERY, OR CONTACT WITH SUCH STONES CAUSES BARREN WOMEN TO HAVE CHILDREN OR GIVES VITALITY TO THE FEEBLE. A SMALL OFFERING IS USUALLY LEFT ON THE STONE. SIMILAR RITES ARE PRACTICED AT MEGALITHIC MONUMENTS, AND HERE AGAIN THE CUSTOM IS OBVIOUSLY PRE-CELTIC IN ORIGIN. IN THIS CASE THE SPIRITS OF THE DEAD MUST HAVE BEEN EXPECTED TO ASSIST THE PURPOSES OF THE RITES, OR EVEN TO INCARNATE THEMSELVES IN THE CHILDREN BORN AS A RESULT OF BARREN WOMEN RESORTING TO THESE STONES. SOMETIMES WHEN THE PURPOSE OF THE STONES HAS BEEN FORGOTTEN AND SOME OTHER LEGENDARY ORIGIN ATTRIBUTED TO THEM, THE CUSTOM ADAPTS ITSELF TO THE LEGEND. IN IRELAND MANY DOLMENS ARE KNOWN, NOT AS PLACES OF SEPULTURE, BUT AS "DIARMAID AND GRAINNE'S BEDS"--THE PLACES WHERE THESE ELOPING LOVERS SLEPT. HENCE, THEY HAVE POWERS OF FRUITFULNESS AND ARE VISITED BY WOMEN WHO DESIRE CHILDREN. THE RITE IS THUS ONE OF SYMPATHETIC MAGIC. HOLED DOLMENS OR NATURALLY PIERCED BLOCKS ARE USED FOR THE MAGICAL CURE OF SICKNESS BOTH IN BRITTANY AND CORNWALL, THE PATIENT BEING PASSED THROUGH THE HOLE. SIMILAR RITES ARE USED WITH TREES, A SLIT BEING OFTEN MADE IN THE TRUNK OF A SAPLING, AND A SICKLY CHILD PASSED THROUGH IT. THE SLIT IS THEN CLOSED AND BOUND, AND IF IT JOINS TOGETHER AT THE END OF A CERTAIN TIME, THIS IS A PROOF THAT THE CHILD WILL RECOVER. IN THESE RITES THE SPIRIT IN STONE OR TREE WAS SUPPOSED TO ASSIST THE PROCESS OF HEALING, OR THE DISEASE WAS TRANSFERRED TO THEM, OR, AGAIN, THERE WAS THE IDEA OF A NEW BIRTH WITH CONSEQUENT RENEWED LIFE, THE ACT IMITATING THE PROCESS OF BIRTH. THESE RITES ARE NOT CONFINED TO CELTIC REGIONS, BUT BELONG TO THAT UNIVERSAL USE OF MAGIC IN WHICH THE CELTS FREELY PARTICIPATED. SINCE CHRISTIAN WRITERS FIRMLY BELIEVED IN THE MAGICAL POWERS OF THE DRUIDS, AIDED HOWEVER BY THE DEVIL, THEY TAUGHT THAT CHRISTIAN SAINTS HAD MIRACULOUSLY OVERCOME THEM WITH THEIR OWN WEAPONS. S. PATRICK DISPELLED SNOW-STORMS AND DARKNESS RAISED BY DRUIDS, OR DESTROYED DRUIDS WHO HAD BROUGHT DOWN FIRE FROM HEAVEN. SIMILAR DEEDS ARE ATTRIBUTED TO S. COLUMBA AND OTHERS. THE MORAL VICTORY OF THE CROSS WAS LATER REGARDED ALSO AS A MAGICAL VICTORY. HENCE ALSO LIVES OF CELTIC SAINTS ARE FULL OF MIRACLES WHICH ARE SIMPLY A REPRODUCTION OF DRUIDIC MAGIC--CONTROLLING THE ELEMENTS, HEALING, CARRYING LIVE COALS WITHOUT HURT, CAUSING CONFUSION BY THEIR CURSES, PRODUCING INVISIBILITY OR SHAPE-SHIFTING, MAKING THE ICE-COLD WATERS OF A RIVER HOT BY STANDING IN THEM AT THEIR DEVOTIONS, OR WALKING UNSCATHED THROUGH THE FIERCEST STORMS. THEY WERE SOON REGARDED AS MORE EXPERT MAGICIANS THAN THE DRUIDS THEMSELVES. THEY MAY HAVE LAID CLAIM TO MAGICAL POWERS, OR PERHAPS THEY USED A NATURAL SHREWDNESS IN SUCH A WAY AS TO SUGGEST MAGIC. BUT ALL THEIR POWER THEY ASCRIBED TO CHRIST. "CHRIST IS MY DRUID"--THE TRUE MIRACLE-WORKER, SAID S. COLUMBA. YET THEY WERE IMBUED WITH THE SUPERSTITIONS OF THEIR OWN AGE. THUS S. COLUMBA SENT A WHITE STONE TO KING BRUDE AT INVERNESS FOR THE CURE OF HIS DRUID BROICHAN, WHO DRANK THE WATER POURED OVER IT, AND WAS HEALED. SOON SIMILAR VIRTUES, WERE ASCRIBED TO THE RELIES OF THE SAINTS THEMSELVES, AND AT A LATER TIME, WHEN MOST SCOTSMEN CEASED TO BELIEVE IN THE SAINTS, THEY THOUGHT THAT THE MINISTERS OF THE KIRK HAD POWERS LIKE THOSE OF PAGAN DRUID AND CATHOLIC SAINT. MINISTERS WERE LEVITATED, OR SHONE WITH A CELESTIAL LIGHT, OR HAD CLAIRVOYANT GIFTS, OR, WITH DIRE RESULTS, CURSED THE UNGODLY OR THE BENIGHTED PRELATIST. THEY PROPHESIED, USED TRANCE-UTTERANCE, AND EXERCISED GIFTS OF HEALING. ANGELS MINISTERED TO THEM, AS WHEN SAMUEL RUTHERFORD, HAVING FALLEN INTO A WELL WHEN A CHILD, WAS PULLED OUT BY AN ANGEL. THE SUBSTRATUM OF PRIMITIVE BELIEF SURVIVES ALL CHANGES OF CREED, AND THE FOLK IMPARTIALLY ATTRIBUTED MAGICAL POWERS TO PAGAN DRUID, CELTIC SAINTS, OLD CRONES AND WITCHES, AND PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS.
CHAPTER XXII.
THE STATE OF THE DEAD.
AMONG ALL THE PROBLEMS WITH WHICH MAN HAS BUSIED HIMSELF, NONE SO APPEALS TO HIS HOPES AND FEARS AS THAT OF THE FUTURE LIFE. IS THERE A FARTHER SHORE, AND IF SO, SHALL WE REACH IT? FEW RACES, IF ANY, HAVE DOUBTED THE EXISTENCE OF A FUTURE STATE, BUT THEIR CONCEPTIONS OF IT HAVE DIFFERED GREATLY. BUT OF ALL THE RACES OF ANTIQUITY, OUTSIDE EGYPT, THE CELTS SEEM TO HAVE CHERISHED THE MOST ARDENT BELIEF IN THE WORLD BEYOND THE GRAVE, AND TO HAVE BEEN PREOCCUPIED WITH ITS JOYS. THEIR BELIEF, SO FAR AS WE KNOW IT, WAS EXTREMELY VIVID, AND ITS CHIEF CHARACTERISTIC WAS LIFE IN THE BODY AFTER DEATH, IN ANOTHER REGION. THIS, COUPLED WITH THE FACT THAT IT WAS TAUGHT AS A DOCTRINE BY THE DRUIDS, MADE IT THE ADMIRATION OF CLASSICAL ONLOOKERS. BUT BESIDES THIS BELIEF THERE WAS ANOTHER, DERIVED FROM THE IDEAS OF A DISTANT PAST, THAT THE DEAD LIVED ON IN THE GRAVE--THE TWO CONCEPTIONS BEING CONNECTED. AND THERE MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN A CERTAIN DEGREE OF BELIEF IN TRANSMIGRATION. ALTHOUGH THE CELTS BELIEVED THAT THE SOUL COULD EXIST APART FROM THE BODY, THERE SEEMS TO BE NO EVIDENCE THAT THEY BELIEVED IN A FUTURE EXISTENCE OF THE SOUL AS A SHADE. THIS BELIEF IS CERTAINLY FOUND IN SOME LATE WELSH POEMS, WHERE THE GHOSTS ARE DESCRIBED AS WANDERING IN THE CALEDONIAN FOREST, BUT THESE CAN HARDLY BE MADE USE OF AS EVIDENCE FOR THE OLD PAGAN DOCTRINE. THE EVIDENCE FOR THE LATTER MAY BE GATHERED FROM CLASSICAL OBSERVERS, FROM ARCHAEOLOGY AND FROM IRISH TEXTS. CÆSAR WRITES: "THE DRUIDS IN PARTICULAR WISH TO IMPRESS THIS ON THEM THAT SOULS DO NOT PERISH, BUT PASS FROM ONE TO ANOTHER (AB ALIIS ... AD ALIOS) AFTER DEATH, AND BY THIS CHIEFLY THEY THINK TO INCITE MEN TO VALOR, THE FEAR OF DEATH BEING OVERLOOKED." LATER HE ADDS, THAT AT FUNERALS ALL THINGS WHICH HAD BEEN DEAR TO THE DEAD MAN, EVEN LIVING CREATURES, WERE THROWN ON THE FUNERAL PYRE, AND SHORTLY BEFORE HIS TIME SLAVES AND BELOVED CLIENTS WERE ALSO CONSUMED. DIODORUS SAYS: "AMONG THEM THE DOCTRINE OF PYTHAGORAS PREVAILED THAT THE SOULS OF MEN WERE IMMORTAL, AND AFTER COMPLETING THEIR TERM OF EXISTENCE THEY LIVE AGAIN, THE SOUL PASSING INTO ANOTHER BODY. HENCE AT THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD SOME THREW LETTERS ADDRESSED TO DEAD RELATIVES ON THE FUNERAL PILE, BELIEVING THAT THE DEAD WOULD READ THEM IN THE NEXT WORLD." VALERIUS MAXIMUS WRITES: "THEY WOULD FAIN MAKE US BELIEVE THAT THE SOULS OF MEN ARE IMMORTAL. I WOULD BE TEMPTED TO CALL THESE BREECHES-WEARING FOLK FOOLS, IF THEIR DOCTRINE WERE NOT THE SAME AS THAT OF THE MANTLE-CLAD PYTHAGORAS." HE ALSO SPEAKS OF MONEY LENT WHICH WOULD BE REPAID IN THE NEXT WORLD, BECAUSE MEN'S SOULS ARE IMMORTAL. THESE PASSAGES ARE GENERALLY TAKEN TO MEAN THAT THE CELTS BELIEVED SIMPLY IN TRANSMIGRATION OF THE PYTHAGOREAN TYPE. POSSIBLY ALL THESE WRITERS CITE ONE COMMON ORIGINAL, BUT CÆSAR MAKES NO REFERENCE TO PYTHAGORAS. A COMPARISON WITH THE PYTHAGOREAN DOCTRINE SHOWS THAT THE CELTIC BELIEF DIFFERED MATERIALLY FROM IT. ACCORDING TO THE FORMER, MEN'S SOULS ENTERED NEW BODIES, EVEN THOSE OF ANIMALS, IN THIS WORLD, AND AS AN EXPIATION. THERE IS NOTHING OF THIS IN THE CELTIC DOCTRINE. THE NEW BODY IS NOT A PRISON-HOUSE OF THE SOUL IN WHICH IT MUST EXPIATE ITS FORMER SINS, AND THE SOUL RECEIVES IT NOT IN THIS WORLD BUT IN ANOTHER. THE REAL POINT OF CONNECTION WAS THE INSISTENCE OF BOTH UPON IMMORTALITY, THE DRUIDS TEACHING THAT IT WAS BODILY IMMORTALITY. THEIR DOCTRINE NO MORE TAUGHT TRANSMIGRATION THAN DOES THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION. ROMAN WRITERS, AWARE THAT PYTHAGORAS TAUGHT IMMORTALITY VIA A SERIES OF TRANSMIGRATIONS, AND THAT THE DRUIDS TAUGHT A DOCTRINE OF BODILY IMMORTALITY, MAY HAVE THOUGHT THAT THE RECEIVING OF A NEW BODY MEANT TRANSMIGRATION. THEMSELVES SKEPTICAL OF A FUTURE LIFE OR BELIEVING IN A TRADITIONAL GLOOMY HADES, THEY WERE BOUND TO BE STRUCK WITH THE VIGOR OF THE CELTIC DOCTRINE AND ITS EFFECTS UPON CONDUCT. THE ONLY THING LIKE IT OF WHICH THEY KNEW WAS THE PYTHAGOREAN DOCTRINE. LOOKED AT IN THIS LIGHT, CÆSAR'S WORDS NEED NOT CONVEY THE IDEA OF TRANSMIGRATION, AND IT IS POSSIBLE THAT HE MISTRANSLATED SOME GREEK ORIGINAL. HAD THESE WRITERS MEANT THAT THE DRUIDS TAUGHT TRANSMIGRATION, THEY COULD HARDLY HAVE ADDED THE PASSAGES REGARDING DEBTS BEING PAID IN THE OTHER WORLD, OR LETTERS CONVEYED THERE BY THE DEAD, OR HUMAN SACRIFICES TO BENEFIT THE DEAD THERE. THESE ALSO PRECLUDE THE IDEA OF A MERE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. THE DEAD CELT CONTINUED TO BE THE PERSON HE HAD BEEN, AND IT MAY HAVE BEEN THAT NOT A NEW BODY, BUT THE OLD BODY GLORIFIED, WAS TENANTED BY HIS SOUL BEYOND THE GRAVE. THIS BODILY IMMORTALITY IN A REGION WHERE LIFE WENT ON AS ON THIS EARTH, BUT UNDER HAPPIER CONDITIONS, WOULD THEN BE LIKE THE VEDIC TEACHING THAT THE SOUL, AFTER THE BURNING OF THE BODY, WENT TO THE HEAVEN OF YAMA, AND THERE RECEIVED ITS BODY COMPLETE AND GLORIFIED. THE TWO CONCEPTIONS, HINDU AND CELTIC, MAY HAVE SPRUNG FROM EARLY "ARYAN" BELIEF. THIS CELTIC DOCTRINE APPEARS MORE CLEARLY FROM WHAT LUCAN SAYS OF THE DRUIDIC TEACHING. "FROM YOU WE LEARN THAT THE BOURNE OF MAN'S EXISTENCE IS NOT THE SILENT HALLS OF EREBUS, IN ANOTHER WORLD (OR REGION, IN ORBE ALIO) THE SPIRIT ANIMATES THE MEMBERS. DEATH, IF YOUR LORE BE TRUE, IS BUT THE CENTER OF A LONG LIFE." FOR THIS REASON, HE ADDS, THE CELTIC WARRIOR HAD NO FEAR OF DEATH. THUS, LUCAN CONCEIVED THE DRUIDIC DOCTRINE TO BE ONE OF BODILY IMMORTALITY IN ANOTHER REGION. THAT REGION WAS NOT A GLOOMY STATE; RATHER IT RESEMBLED THE EGYPTIAN AALU WITH ITS RICH AND VARIED EXISTENCE. CLASSICAL WRITERS, OF COURSE, MAY HAVE KNOWN OF WHAT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN A SPORADIC CELTIC IDEA, DERIVED FROM OLD BELIEFS, THAT THE SOUL MIGHT TAKE THE FORM OF AN ANIMAL, BUT THIS WAS NOT THE DRUIDIC TEACHING. AGAIN, IF THE GAULS, LIKE THE IRISH, HAD MYTHS TELLING OF THE REBIRTH OF GODS OR SEMI-DIVINE BEINGS, THESE MAY HAVE BEEN MISINTERPRETED BY THOSE WRITERS AND REGARDED AS ESCHATOLOGICAL. BUT SUCH MYTHS DO NOT CONCERN MORTALS. OTHER WRITERS, TIMAGENES, STRABO, AND MELA, SPEAK ONLY OF THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL, BUT THEIR TESTIMONY IS PROBABLY NOT AT VARIANCE WITH THAT OF LUCAN, SINCE MELA APPEARS TO COPY CÆSAR, AND SPEAKS OF ACCOUNTS AND DEBTS BEING PASSED ON TO THE NEXT WORLD. THIS THEORY OF A BODILY IMMORTALITY IS SUPPORTED BY THE IRISH SAGAS, IN WHICH GHOSTS, IN OUR SENSE OF THE WORD, DO NOT EXIST. THE DEAD WHO RETURN ARE NOT SPECTERS, BUT ARE FULLY CLOTHED UPON WITH A BODY. THUS, WHEN CÚCHULAINN RETURNS AT THE COMMAND OF S. PATRICK, HE IS DESCRIBED EXACTLY AS IF HE WERE STILL IN THE FLESH. "HIS HAIR WAS THICK AND BLACK...IN HIS HEAD HIS EYE GLEAMED SWIFT AND GREY...BLACKER THAN THE SIDE OF A COOKING SPIT EACH OF HIS TWO BROWS, REDDER THAN RUBY HIS LIPS." HIS CLOTHES AND WEAPONS ARE FULLY DESCRIBED, WHILE HIS CHARIOT AND HORSES ARE EQUALLY CORPOREAL. SIMILAR DESCRIPTIONS OF THE DEAD WHO RETURN ARE NOT INFREQUENT, THAT OF CAOILTE IN THE STORY OF MONGAN, WHOM EVERY ONE BELIEVES TO BE A LIVING WARRIOR, AND THAT OF FERGUS MAC ROICH, WHO REAPPEARED IN A BEAUTIFUL FORM, ADORNED WITH BROWN HAIR AND CLAD IN HIS FORMER SPLENDOR, AND RECITED THE LOST STORY OF THE TÁIN. THUS, THE IRISH CELTS BELIEVED THAT IN ANOTHER WORLD THE SPIRIT ANIMATED THE MEMBERS. THIS BODILY EXISTENCE IS ALSO SUGGESTED IN CELTIC VERSIONS OF THE "DEAD DEBTOR" FOLKTALE CYCLE. GENERALLY, AN ANIMAL IN WHOSE SHAPE A DEAD MAN HELPS HIS BENEFACTOR IS FOUND IN OTHER EUROPEAN VERSIONS, BUT IN THE CELTIC STORIES NOT AN ANIMAL BUT THE DEAD MAN HIMSELF APPEARS AS A LIVING PERSON IN CORPOREAL FORM. EQUALLY SUBSTANTIAL AND CORPOREAL, EATING, DRINKING, LOVEMAKING, AND FIGHTING ARE THE DIVINE FOLK OF THE SÍD OR OF ELYSIUM, OR THE GODS AS THEY ARE REPRESENTED IN THE TEXTS. TO THE CELTS, GODS, SÍDE, AND THE DEAD, ALL ALIKE HAD A BODILY FORM, WHICH, HOWEVER, MIGHT BECOME INVISIBLE, AND IN OTHER WAYS DIFFERED FROM THE EARTHLY BODY. THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE OF BURIAL CUSTOMS AMONG THE CELTS ALSO BEARS WITNESS TO THIS BELIEF. OVER THE WHOLE CELTIC AREA, A RICH PROFUSION OF GRAVE-GOODS HAS BEEN FOUND, CONSISTING OF WEAPONS, ARMOR, CHARIOTS, UTENSILS, ORNAMENTS, AND COINS. SOME OF THE INTERMENTS UNDOUBTEDLY POINT TO SACRIFICE OF WIFE, CHILDREN, OR SLAVES AT THE GRAVE. MALE AND FEMALE SKELETONS ARE OFTEN IN CLOSE PROXIMITY, IN ONE CASE THE ARM OF THE MALE ENCIRCLING THE NECK OF THE FEMALE. IN OTHER CASES, THE REMAINS OF CHILDREN ARE FOUND WITH THESE. OR WHILE THE LOWER INTERMENT IS RICHLY PROVIDED WITH GRAVE-GOODS, ABOVE IT, LIE IRREGULARLY SEVERAL SKELETONS, WITHOUT GRAVE-GOODS, AND OFTEN WITH HEAD SEPARATED FROM THE BODY, POINTING TO DECAPITATION, WHILE IN ONE CASE THE ARMS HAD BEEN TIED BEHIND THE BACK. ALL THIS SUGGESTS, TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH CLASSICAL EVIDENCE REGARDING BURIAL CUSTOMS, THAT THE FUTURE LIFE WAS LIFE IN THE BODY, AND THAT IT WAS A REPLICA OF THIS LIFE, WITH THE SAME AFFECTIONS, NEEDS, AND ENERGIES. CERTAIN PASSAGES IN IRISH TEXTS ALSO DESCRIBE BURIALS, AND TELL HOW THE DEAD WERE INTERRED WITH ORNAMENTS AND WEAPONS, WHILE IT WAS A COMMON CUSTOM TO BURY THE DEAD WARRIOR IN HIS ARMOR, FULLY ARMED, AND FACING THE REGION WHENCE ENEMIES MIGHT BE EXPECTED. THUS, HE WAS A PERPETUAL MENACE TO THEM AND PREVENTED THEIR ATTACK. POSSIBLY THIS BELIEF MAY ACCOUNT FOR THE ELEVATED POSITION OF MANY TUMULI. ANIMALS WERE ALSO SACRIFICED. HOSTAGES WERE BURIED ALIVE WITH FIACHRA, ACCORDING TO ONE TEXT, AND THE WIVES OF HEROES SOMETIMES EXPRESS THEIR DESIRE TO BE BURIED ALONG WITH THEIR DEAD HUSBANDS. THE IDEA THAT THE BODY AS WELL AS THE SOUL WAS IMMORTAL WAS PROBABLY LINKED ON TO A VERY PRIMITIVE BELIEF REGARDING THE DEAD, AND ONE SHARED BY MANY PEOPLES, THAT THEY LIVED ON IN THE GRAVE. THIS CONCEPTION WAS NEVER FORGOTTEN, EVEN IN REGIONS WHERE THE THEORY OF A DISTANT LAND OF THE DEAD WAS EVOLVED, OR WHERE THE BODY WAS CONSUMED BY FIRE BEFORE BURIAL. IT APPEARS FROM SUCH PRACTICES AS BINDING THE DEAD WITH CORDS, OR LAYING HEAVY STONES OR A MOUND OF EARTH ON THE GRAVE, PROBABLY TO PREVENT THEIR EGRESS, OR FEEDING THE DEAD WITH SACRIFICIAL FOOD AT THE GRAVE, OR FROM THE BELIEF THAT THE DEAD COME FORTH NOT AS SPIRITS, BUT IN THE BODY FROM THE GRAVE. THIS PRIMITIVE CONCEPTION, OF WHICH THE BELIEF IN A SUBTERRANEAN WORLD OF THE DEAD IS AN EXTENSION, LONG SURVIVED AMONG VARIOUS RACES, THE SCANDINAVIANS, WHO BELIEVED IN THE BARROW AS THE ABIDING PLACE OF THE DEAD, WHILE THEY ALSO HAD THEIR CONCEPTION OF HEL AND VALHALLA, OR AMONG THE SLAVS, SIDE BY SIDE WITH CHRISTIAN CONCEPTIONS. IT ALSO SURVIVED AMONG THE CELTS, THOUGH ANOTHER BELIEF IN THE ORBIS ALIUS HAD ARISEN. THIS CAN BE SHOWN FROM MODERN AND ANCIENT FOLK-BELIEF AND CUSTOM. IN NUMEROUS CELTIC FOLK-TALES THE DEAD RISE IN THE BODY, NOT AS GHOSTS, FROM THE GRAVE, WHICH IS SOMETIMES DESCRIBED AS A HOUSE IN WHICH THEY LIVE. THEY PERFORM THEIR ORDINARY OCCUPATIONS IN HOUSE OR FIELD; THEY EAT WITH THE LIVING, OR AVENGE THEMSELVES UPON THEM; IF SCOURGED, BLOOD IS DRAWN FROM THEIR BODIES; AND, IN ONE CURIOUS BRETON TALE, A DEAD HUSBAND VISITS HIS WIFE IN BED AND SHE THEN HAS A CHILD BY HIM, BECAUSE, AS HE SAID, "SA COMPTE D'ENFANTS" WAS NOT YET COMPLETE. IN OTHER STORIES A CORPSE BECOMES ANIMATED AND SPEAKS OR ACTS IN PRESENCE OF THE LIVING, OR FROM THE TOMB ITSELF WHEN IT IS DISTURBED. THE EARLIEST LITERARY EXAMPLE OF SUCH A TALE IS THE TENTH CENTURY "ADVENTURES OF NERA," BASED ON OLDER SOURCES. IN THIS NERA GOES TO TIE A WITHY TO THE FOOT OF A MAN WHO HAS BEEN HUNG. THE CORPSE BEGS A DRINK, AND THEN FORCES NERA TO CARRY HIM TO A HOUSE, WHERE HE KILLS TWO SLEEPERS. ALL SUCH STORIES, SHOWING AS THEY DO THAT A CORPSE IS REALLY LIVING, MUST IN ESSENCE BE OF GREAT ANTIQUITY. ANOTHER COMMON BELIEF, FOUND OVER THE CELTIC AREA, IS THAT THE DEAD RISE FROM THE GRAVE, NOT AS GHOSTS, WHEN THEY WILL, AND THAT THEY APPEAR EN MASSE ON THE NIGHT OF ALL SAINTS, AND JOIN THE LIVING. AS A RESULT OF SUCH BELIEFS, VARIOUS CUSTOMS ARE FOUND IN USE, APPARENTLY TO PERMIT OF THE CORPSE HAVING FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT, CONTRARY TO THE OLDER CUSTOM OF PREVENTING ITS EGRESS FROM THE GRAVE. IN THE WEST OF IRELAND, THE FEET OF THE CORPSE ARE LEFT FREE, AND THE NAILS ARE DRAWN FROM THE COFFIN AT THE GRAVE. IN THE HEBRIDES THE THREADS OF THE SHROUD ARE CUT OR THE BINDINGS OF FEET, HANDS, AND FACE ARE RAISED WHEN THE BODY IS PLACED IN THE COFFIN, AND IN BRITTANY THE ARMS AND FEET ARE LEFT FREE WHEN THE CORPSE IS DRESSED. THE REASON IS SAID TO BE THAT THE SPIRIT MAY HAVE LESS TROUBLE IN GETTING TO THE SPIRIT WORLD, BUT IT IS OBVIOUS THAT A MORE MATERIAL VIEW PRECEDED AND STILL UNDERLIES THIS LATER GLOSS. MANY STORIES ARE TOLD ILLUSTRATING THESE CUSTOMS, AND THE EARLIER BELIEF, CHRISTIANIZED, APPEARS IN THE TALE OF A WOMAN WHO HAUNTED HER FRIENDS BECAUSE THEY HAD MADE HER GRAVE-CLOTHES SO SHORT THAT THE FIRES OF PURGATORY BURNT HER KNEES. EARLIER CUSTOMS RECORDED AMONG THE CELTS ALSO POINT TO THE EXISTENCE OF THIS PRIMITIVE BELIEF INFLUENCING ACTUAL CUSTOM. NICANDER SAYS THAT THE CELTS WENT BY NIGHT TO THE TOMBS OF GREAT MEN TO OBTAIN ORACLES, SO MUCH DID THEY BELIEVE THAT THEY WERE STILL LIVING THERE. IN IRELAND, ORACLES WERE ALSO SOUGHT BY SLEEPING ON FUNERAL CAIRNS, AND IT WAS TO THE GRAVE OF FERGUS THAT TWO BARDS RESORTED IN ORDER TO OBTAIN FROM HIM THE LOST STORY OF THE TÁIN. WE HAVE ALSO SEEN HOW, IN IRELAND, ARMED HEROES EXERTED A SINISTER INFLUENCE UPON ENEMIES FROM THEIR GRAVES, WHICH MAY THUS HAVE BEEN REGARDED AS THEIR HOMES--A BELIEF ALSO UNDERLYING THE WELSH STORY OF BRAN'S HEAD. WHERE WAS THE WORLD OF THE DEAD SITUATED? M. REINACH HAS SHOWN, BY A CAREFUL COMPARISON OF THE DIFFERENT USES OF THE WORD ORBIS, THAT LUCAN'S WORDS DO NOT NECESSARILY MEAN "ANOTHER WORLD," BUT "ANOTHER REGION," I.E. OF THIS WORLD. IF THE CELTS CHERISHED SO FIRMLY THE BELIEF THAT THE DEAD LIVED ON IN THE GRAVE, A BELIEF IN AN UNDERWORLD OF THE DEAD WAS BOUND IN COURSE OF TIME TO HAVE BEEN EVOLVED AS PART OF THEIR CREED. TO IT ALL GRAVES AND TUMULI WOULD GIVE ACCESS. CLASSICAL OBSERVERS APPARENTLY HELD THAT THE CELTIC FUTURE STATE WAS LIKE THEIR OWN IN BEING AN UNDERWORLD REGION, SINCE THEY SPEAK OF THE DEAD CELTS AS INFERI, OR AS GOING AD MANES, AND PLUTARCH MAKES CAMMA SPEAK OF DESCENDING TO HER DEAD HUSBAND. WHAT DIFFERENTIATED IT FROM THEIR OWN GLOOMY UNDERWORLD WAS ITS EXUBERANT LIFE AND IMMORTALITY. THIS ASPECT OF A SUBTERRANEAN LAND PRESENTED NO DIFFICULTY TO THE CELT, WHO HAD MANY TALES OF AN UNDERWORLD OR UNDER-WATER REGION MORE BEAUTIFUL AND BLISSFUL THAN ANYTHING ON EARTH. SUCH A SUBTERRANEAN WORLD MUST HAVE BEEN THAT OF THE CELTIC DISPATER, A GOD OF FERTILITY AND GROWTH, THE ROOTS OF THINGS BEING NOURISHED FROM HIS KINGDOM. FROM HIM MEN HAD DESCENDED, PROBABLY A MYTH OF THEIR COMING FORTH FROM HIS SUBTERRANEAN KINGDOM, AND TO HIM THEY RETURNED AFTER DEATH TO A BLISSFUL LIFE. SEVERAL WRITERS, NOTABLY M. D'ARBOIS, ASSUME THAT THE ORBIS ALIUS OF THE DEAD WAS THE CELTIC ISLAND ELYSIUM. BUT THAT ELYSIUM NEVER APPEARS IN THE TALES AS A LAND OF THE DEAD. IT IS A LAND OF GODS AND DEATHLESS FOLK WHO ARE NOT THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED FROM THIS WORLD BY DEATH. MORTALS MAY REACH IT BY FAVOR, BUT ONLY WHILE STILL IN LIFE. IT MIGHT BE ARGUED THAT ELYSIUM WAS REGARDED IN PAGAN TIMES AS THE LAND OF THE DEAD, BUT AFTER CHRISTIAN ESCHATOLOGICAL VIEWS PREVAILED, IT BECAME A KIND OF FAIRYLAND. BUT THE EXISTING TALES GIVE NO HINT OF THIS, AND, AFTER BEING CAREFULLY EXAMINED, THEY SHOW THAT ELYSIUM HAD ALWAYS BEEN A PLACE DISTINCT FROM THAT OF THE DEPARTED, THOUGH THERE MAY HAVE ARISEN A TENDENCY TO CONFUSE THE TWO. IF THERE WAS A GENUINE CELTIC BELIEF IN AN ISLAND OF THE DEAD, IT COULD HAVE BEEN NO MORE THAN A LOCAL ONE, ELSE CÆSAR WOULD NOT HAVE SPOKEN AS HE DOES OF THE CELTIC DISPATER. SUCH A LOCAL BELIEF NOW EXISTS ON THE BRETON COAST, BUT IT IS MAINLY CONCERNED WITH THE SOULS OF THE DROWNED. 1 A SIMILAR LOCAL BELIEF MAY EXPLAIN THE STORY TOLD BY PROCOPIUS, WHO SAYS THAT BRITTIA (BRITAIN), AN ISLAND LYING OFF THE MOUTH OF THE RHINE, IS DIVIDED FROM NORTH TO SOUTH BY A WALL BEYOND WHICH IS A NOXIOUS REGION. THIS IS A DISTORTED REMINISCENCE OF THE ROMAN WALL, WHICH WOULD APPEAR TO RUN IN THIS DIRECTION IF PTOLEMY'S MAP, IN WHICH SCOTLAND LIES AT RIGHT ANGLES TO ENGLAND, HAD BEEN CONSULTED. THITHER FISHERMEN FROM THE OPPOSITE COAST ARE COMPELLED TO FERRY OVER AT DEAD OF NIGHT THE SHADES OF THE DEAD, UNSEEN TO THEM, BUT MARSHALLED BY A MYSTERIOUS LEADER. PROCOPIUS MAY HAVE MINGLED SOME LOCAL BELIEF WITH THE CURRENT TRADITION THAT ULYSSES' ISLAND OF THE SHADES LAY IN THE NORTH, OR IN THE WEST. IN ANY CASE HIS STORY MAKES OF THE GLOOMY LAND OF THE SHADES A VERY DIFFERENT REGION FROM THE BLISSFUL ELYSIUM OF THE CELTS AND FROM THEIR JOYOUS ORBIS ALIUS, NOR IS IT CERTAIN THAT HE IS REFERRING TO A CELTIC PEOPLE. TRACES OF THE IDEA OF AN UNDERWORLD OF THE DEAD EXIST IN BRETON FOLK-BELIEF. THE DEAD MUST TRAVEL ACROSS A SUBTERRANEAN OCEAN, AND THOUGH THERE IS SCARCELY ANY TRADITION REGARDING WHAT HAPPENS ON LANDING, M. SÉBILLOT THINKS THAT FORMERLY "THERE EXISTED IN THE SUBTERRANEAN WORLD A SORT OF CENTRALIZATION OF THE DIFFERENT STATES OF THE DEAD." IF SO, THIS MUST HAVE BEEN FOUNDED ON PAGAN BELIEF. THE INTERIOR OF THE EARTH IS ALSO BELIEVED TO BE THE ABODE OF FABULOUS BEINGS, OF GIANTS, AND OF FANTASTIC ANIMALS, AND THERE IS ALSO A SUBTERRANEAN FAIRY WORLD. IN ALL THIS WE MAY SEE A SURVIVAL OF THE OLDER BELIEF, MODIFIED BY CHRISTIAN TEACHING, SINCE THE BRETONS SUPPOSE THAT PURGATORY AND HELL ARE BENEATH THE EARTH AND ACCESSIBLE FROM ITS SURFACE. SOME BRITISH FOLK-LORE BROUGHT TO GREECE BY DEMETRIUS AND REPORTED BY PLUTARCH MIGHT SEEM TO SUGGEST THAT CERTAIN PERSONS--THE MIGHTY DEAD--WERE PRIVILEGED TO PASS TO THE ISLAND ELYSIUM. SOME ISLANDS NEAR BRITAIN WERE CALLED AFTER GODS AND HEROES, AND THE INHABITANTS OF ONE OF THESE WERE REGARDED AS SACROSANCT BY THE BRITONS, LIKE THE PRIESTESSES OF SENA. THEY WERE VISITED BY DEMETRIUS, WHO WAS TOLD THAT THE STORMS WHICH AROSE DURING HIS VISIT WERE CAUSED BY THE PASSING AWAY OF SOME OF THE "MIGHTY" OR OF THE "GREAT SOULS." IT MAY HAVE BEEN MEANT THAT SUCH MIGHTY ONES PASSED TO THE MORE DISTANT ISLANDS, BUT THIS IS CERTAINLY NOT STATED. IN ANOTHER ISLAND, KRONOS WAS IMPRISONED, WATCHED OVER BY BRIAREUS, AND GUARDED BY DEMONS. PLUTARCH REFERS TO THESE ISLANDS IN ANOTHER WORK, REPEATING THE STORY OF KRONOS, AND SAYING THAT HIS ISLAND IS MILD AND FRAGRANT, THAT PEOPLE LIVE THERE WAITING ON THE GOD WHO SOMETIMES APPEARS TO THEM AND PREVENTS THEIR DEPARTING. MEANWHILE THEY ARE HAPPY AND KNOW NO CARE, SPENDING THEIR TIME IN SACRIFICING AND HYMN-SINGING OR IN STUDYING LEGENDS AND PHILOSOPHY. PLUTARCH HAS OBVIOUSLY MINGLED CELTIC ELYSIUM BELIEFS WITH THE CLASSICAL CONCEPTION OF THE DRUIDS. IN ELYSIUM THERE IS NO CARE, AND FAVORED MORTALS WHO PASS THERE ARE GENERALLY PREVENTED FROM RETURNING TO EARTH. THE REFERENCE TO KRONOS MAY ALSO BE BASED PARTLY ON MYTHS OF CELTIC GODS OF ELYSIUM, PARTLY ON TALES OF HEROES WHO DEPARTED TO MYSTERIOUS ISLANDS OR TO THE HOLLOW HILLS WHERE THEY LIE ASLEEP, BUT WHENCE THEY WILL ONE DAY RETURN TO BENEFIT THEIR PEOPLE. SO, ARTHUR PASSED TO AVALON, BUT IN OTHER TALES BE AND HIS WARRIORS ARE ASLEEP BENEATH CRAIG-Y-DDINAS, JUST AS FIONN AND HIS MEN REST WITHIN THIS OR THAT HILL IN THE HIGHLANDS. SIMILAR LEGENDS ARE TOLD OF OTHER CELTIC HEROES, AND THEY WITNESS TO THE BELIEF THAT GREAT MEN WHO HAD DIED WOULD RETURN IN THE HOUR OF THEIR PEOPLE'S NEED. IN TIME THEY WERE THOUGHT NOT TO HAVE DIED AT ALL, BUT TO BE MERELY SLEEPING AND WAITING FOR THEIR HOUR. THE BELIEF IS BASED ON THE IDEA THAT THE DEAD ARE ALIVE IN GRAVE OR BARROW, OR IN A SPACIOUS LAND BELOW THE EARTH, OR THAT DEAD WARRIORS CAN MENACE THEIR FOES FROM THE TOMB. THUS, NEITHER IN OLD SAGAS, NOR IN MÄRCHEN, NOR IN POPULAR TRADITION, IS THE ISLAND ELYSIUM A WORLD OF THE DEAD. FOR THE MOST PART THE PAGAN ESCHATOLOGY HAS BEEN MERGED IN THAT OF CHRISTIANITY, WHILE THE ELYSIUM BELIEF HAS REMAINED INTACT AND STILL SURVIVES IT A WHOLE SERIES OF BEAUTIFUL TALES. THE WORLD OF THE DEAD WAS IN ALL RESPECTS A REPLICA OF THIS WORLD, BUT IT WAS HAPPIER. IN EXISTING BRETON AND IRISH BELIEF--A SURVIVAL OF THE OLDER CONCEPTION OF THE BODILY STATE OF THE DEAD--THEY RESUME THEIR TOOLS, CRAFTS, AND OCCUPATIONS, AND THEY PRESERVE THEIR OLD FEELINGS. HENCE, WHEN THEY APPEAR ON EARTH, IT IS IN BODILY FORM AND IN THEIR CUSTOMARY DRESS. LIKE THE PAGAN GAULS, THE BRETON REMEMBERS UNPAID DEBTS, AND CANNOT REST TILL THEY ARE PAID, AND IN BRITTANY, IRELAND, AND THE HIGHLANDS THE FOOD AND CLOTHES GIVEN TO THE POOR AFTER A DEATH, FEED AND CLOTHE THE DEAD IN THE OTHER WORLD. IF THE WORLD OF THE DEAD WAS SUBTERRANEAN, A THEORY SUPPORTED BY CURRENT FOLK-BELIEF, THE EARTH-GODDESS OR THE EARTH-GOD, WHO HAD BEEN FIRST THE EARTH ITSELF, THEN A BEING LIVING BELOW ITS SURFACE AND CAUSING FERTILITY, COULD NOT HAVE BECOME THE DIVINITY OF THE DEAD UNTIL THE MULTITUDE OF SINGLE GRAVES OR BARROWS, IN EACH OF WHICH THE DEAD LIVED, HAD BECOME A WIDE SUBTERRANEAN REGION OF THE DEAD. THIS DIVINITY WAS THE SOURCE OF LIFE AND GROWTH; HENCE HE OR SHE WAS REGARDED AS THE PROGENITOR OF MANKIND, WHO HAD COME FORTH FROM THE UNDERWORLD AND WOULD RETURN THERE AT DEATH. IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE BRETON CONCEPTION OF ANKOU, DEATH PERSONIFIED, IS A REMINISCENCE OF THE CELTIC DISPATER. HE WATCHES OVER ALL THINGS BEYOND THE GRAVE, AND CARRIES OFF THE DEAD TO HIS KINGDOM. BUT IF SO, HE HAS BEEN ALTERED FOR THE WORSE BY MEDIAEVAL IDEAS OF "DEATH THE SKELETON" HE IS A GRISLY GOD OF DEATH, WHEREAS THE CELTIC DIS WAS A BENEFICENT GOD OF THE DEAD WHO ENJOYED A HAPPY IMMORTALITY. THEY WERE NOT COLD PHANTASMS, BUT ALIVE AND ENDOWED WITH CORPOREAL FORM AND ABLE TO ENJOY THE THINGS OF A BETTER EXISTENCE, AND CLAD IN THE BEAUTIFUL RAIMENT AND GAUDY ORNAMENTS WHICH WERE LOVED SO MUCH ON EARTH. HENCE CELTIC WARRIORS DID NOT FEAR DEATH, AND SUICIDE WAS EXTREMELY COMMON, WHILE SPANISH CELTS SANG HYMNS IN PRAISE OF DEATH, AND OTHERS CELEBRATED THE BIRTH OF MEN WITH MOURNING, BUT THEIR DEATHS WITH JOY. LUCAN'S WORDS ARE THUS THE TRUEST EXPRESSION OF CELTIC ESCHATOLOGY--"IN ANOTHER REGION THE SPIRIT ANIMATES THE MEMBERS; DEATH, IF YOUR LORE BE TRUE, IS BUT THE PASSAGE TO ENDURING LIFE." THERE IS NO DECISIVE EVIDENCE POINTING TO ANY THEORY OF MORAL RETRIBUTION BEYOND THE GRAVE AMONG THE PAGAN CELTS. PERHAPS, SINCE THE HOPE OF IMMORTALITY MADE WARRIORS FACE DEATH WITHOUT A TREMOR, IT MAY HAVE BEEN HELD, AS MANY OTHER RACES HAVE BELIEVED, THAT COWARDS WOULD MISS THE BLISS OF THE FUTURE STATE. AGAIN, IN SOME OF THE IRISH CHRISTIAN VISIONS OF THE OTHER-WORLD AND IN EXISTING FOLK-BELIEF, CERTAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF HELL MAY NOT BE DERIVED FROM CHRISTIAN ESCHATOLOGY, THE SUFFERINGS OF THE DEAD FROM COLD. THIS MIGHT POINT TO AN OLD BELIEF IN A COLD REALM WHITHER SOME OF THE DEAD WERE BANISHED. IN THE ADVENTURES OF S. COLUMBA'S CLERICS, HELL IS REACHED BY A BRIDGE OVER A GLEN OF FIRE, AND A NARROW BRIDGE LEADING TO THE OTHER WORLD IS A COMMON FEATURE IN MOST MYTHOLOGIES. BUT HERE IT MAY BE BORROWED FROM SCANDINAVIAN SOURCES, OR FROM SUCH CHRISTIAN WRITINGS AS THE DIALOGUES OF S. GREGORY THE GREAT. IT MIGHT BE CONTENDED THAT THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE OF HELL HAS ABSORBED AN EARLIER PAGAN THEORY OF RETRIBUTION, BUT OF THIS THERE IS NOW NO TRACE IN THE SAGAS OR IN CLASSICAL REFERENCES TO THE CELTIC BELIEF IN THE FUTURE LIFE. NOR IS THERE ANY REFERENCE TO A DAY OF JUDGMENT, FOR THE PASSAGE IN WHICH LOEGAIRE SPEAKS OF THE DEAD BURIED WITH THEIR WEAPONS TILL "THE DAY OF ERDATHE," THOUGH GLOSSED "THE DAY OF JUDGMENT OF THE LORD," DOES NOT REFER TO SUCH A JUDGMENT. IF AN ETHICAL BLINDNESS BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE CELTS FOR THEIR APPARENT LACK OF ANY THEORY OF RETRIBUTION, IT SHOULD BE REMEMBERED THAT WE MUST NOT JUDGE A PEOPLE'S ETHICS WHOLLY BY THEIR VIEWS OF FUTURE PUNISHMENT. SCANDINAVIANS, GREEKS, AND SEMITES UP TO A CERTAIN STAGE WERE AS UNETHICAL AS THE CELTS IN THIS RESPECT, AND THE CHRISTIAN HELL, AS CONCEIVED BY MANY THEOLOGIANS, IS FAR FROM SUGGESTING AN ETHICAL DEITY. 
THE SPANISH GODS & THE SPANISH GODDESSES
	NAME ▲▼
	ORIGIN ▲▼
	DESCRIPTION ▲▼

	
"BALISARDA OR BALISARDO"
	SPAIN
	ROGERO'S SWORD, MADE BY A SORCERESS, AND CAPABLE OF CUTTING THROUGH ENCHANTED SUBSTANCES.

	GOD NAME 
"CANDAMIUS"
	ROMANO - IBERIAN
	ASTRAL GOD. KNOWN FROM INSCRIPTIONS AND PLACE-NAMES IN NORTHERN SPAIN AND SYNCRETIZED WITH JUPITER....

	
"CARACULIAMBO"
	SPAIN
	THE GIANT THAT DON QUIXOTE INTENDED SHOULD KNEEL AT THE FEET OF DULCINEA. (CERVANTES: DON QUIXOTE.)

	GODDESS NAME 
"CHOKMAH"
	SPAIN
	GODDESS OF ORDER AND WISDOM SPAIN

	KING NAME 
"FIERABRAS"
	BABYLON
	SON OF BALAN, KING OF SPAIN. THE GREATEST GIANT THAT EVER WALKED THE EARTH. FOR HEIGHT OF STATURE, BREADTH OF SHOULDER, AND HARDNESS OF MUSCLE HE NEVER HAD AN EQUAL. HE POSSESSED ALL BABYLON, EVEN TO THE RED SEA; WAS SEIGNEUR OF RUSSIA, LORD OF COLOGNE, MASTER OF JERUSALEM, AND EVEN OF THE HOLY SEPULCHER.

	GOD NAME 
"IMYAPA"
	INCA/PRE - COLUMBIAN SOUTH AMERICA / PERU, ETC
	WEATHER GOD. ALSO PERCEIVED AS A THUNDER GOD, HE BECAME SYNCRETIZED WITH SANTIAGO, THE PATRON SAINT OF SPAIN. THE INDIANS CALLED SPANISH FIREARMS ILYAPA. ALSO, INTI-ILYAPA; COQI-ILYA; ILLAPA; KATOYLLA....

	

	
	
	

	SPIRIT NAME 
"LLORNA"
	SPAIN
	THIS FEMALE SPIRIT LEHRER'S PEOPLE TO THEIR, NORMALLY, DROWNING IN BOGS, SWAMPS, ETC.

	
"MALAMBRUNO"
	SPAIN
	THE GIANT, FIRST COUSIN OF QUEEN MAGUNCIA, OF CANDAY'A, WHO ENCHANTED ANTONOMASIA AND HER HUSBAND, AND SHUT THEM UP IN THE TOMB OF THE DECEASED QUEEN. THE INFANTA HE TRANSFORMED INTO A MONKEY OF BRÅŚŚ, AND THE KNIGHT INTO A CROCODILE. DON QUIXOTE ACHIEVED THEIR DISENCHANTMENT BY MOUNTING THE WOODEN HORSE CALLED CLAVILENO.

	GODDESS NAME 
"MATRONIT"
	SPAIN
	GODDESS OF CHASTITY, PROMISCUITY, AND MOTHERHOOD. SPAIN

	GODDESS NAME 
"PACHAMAMA"
	INCA
	A DRAGONESS FERTILITY GODDESS WHO PRESIDED OVER PLANTING AND HARVESTING. SHE CAUSED EARTHQUAKES. AFTER CONQUEST BY CATHOLIC SPAIN HER IMAGE WAS REPLACED BY THE VIRGIN MARY. INCA

	
"PAPIMANY"
	RABELAIS
	THE COUNTRY OF THE PAPIMANS; THE COUNTRY SUBJECT TO THE POPE, OR ANY PRIEST-RIDDEN COUNTRY, AS SPAIN. RABELAIS

	
"PILLARS OF HERCULES"
	SPAIN
	THE OPPOSITE ROCKS AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA, ONE IN SPAIN AND THE OTHER ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENT. THE TALE IS THAT THEY WERE BOUND TOGETHER TILL HERCULES TORE THEM ASUNDER IN ORDER TO GET TO GADES (CADIZ). THE ANCIENTS CALLED THEM CALPE AND ABYLA; WE CALL THEM GIBRALTAR ROCK AND MOUNT HACHO, ON WHICH STANDS THE FORTRESS OF CEUTA.

	GOD NAME 
"SARAPIS"
	LATE EGYPT
	GOD. KNOWN ONLY FROM THE GRECO-ROMAN PERIOD OF THE EARLY PTOLEMIES (FOURTH CENTURY BC) BUT PERSISTING IN EUROPE UNTIL SECOND OR THIRD CENTURY AD. IN EGYPTIAN RELIGION SARAPIS IS A HYBRIDIZATION OF CERTAIN ASPECTS OF OSIRIS, THE UNDERWORLD GOD, AND APIS, THE BULL GOD, WHO SYMBOLIZES THE EARTHLY PRESENCE OF PTAH. SARAPIS IS PERCEIVED TO EPITOMIZE BOTH THE FERTILITY OF THE LAND AND THE LIFE OF THE SACRED BULL AFTER DEATH. IN GREEK MYTHOLOGY HE TAKES ON ASPECTS OF ZEUS, HELIOS, ASKLEPIOS AND DIONYSOS. HE WAS WORSHIPED EXTENSIVELY IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE PERIOD. A SANCTUARY AT YORK IN ENGLAND WAS DEDICATED BY A SOLDIER OF THE SIXTH LEGION, AND MAGNIFICENT STATUES WERE DISCOVERED IN THE WALBROOK MITHRAEUM IN LONDON, AND AT MERIDA IN SPAIN. ALSO, SERAPHIS (GREEK)....


CHAPTER XXIII.
REBIRTH AND TRANSMIGRATION.
IN IRISH SAGAS, REBIRTH IS ASSERTED ONLY OF DIVINITIES OR HEROES, AND, PROBABLY BECAUSE THIS BELIEF WAS OBNOXIOUS TO CHRISTIAN SCRIBES, WHILE SOME MSS. TELL OF IT IN THE CASE OF CERTAIN HEROIC PERSONAGES, IN OTHERS THESE SAME HEROES ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN BORN NATURALLY. THERE IS NO TEXTUAL EVIDENCE THAT IT WAS ATTRIBUTED TO ORDINARY MORTALS, AND IT IS POSSIBLE THAT, IF CLASSICAL OBSERVERS DID NOT MISUNDERSTAND THE CELTIC DOCTRINE OF THE FUTURE LIFE, THEIR REFERENCES TO REBIRTH MAY BE BASED ON MYTHICAL TALES REGARDING GODS OR HEROES. WE SHALL STUDY THESE TALES AS THEY ARE FOUND IN IRISH TEXTS. IN THE MYTHOLOGICAL CYCLE, AS HAS BEEN SEEN, ETAIN, IN INSECT FORM, FELL INTO A CUP OF WINE. SHE WAS SWALLOWED BY ETAR, AND IN DUE TIME WAS REBORN AS A CHILD, WHO WAS EVENTUALLY MARRIED BY EOCHAID AIREM, BUT RECOGNIZED AND CARRIED OFF BY HER DIVINE SPOUSE MIDER. ETAIN, HOWEVER, HAD QUITE FORGOTTEN HER FORMER EXISTENCE AS A GODDESS. IN ONE VERSION OF CÚCHULAINN'S BIRTH STORY DECHTIRE AND HER WOMEN FLY AWAY AS BIRDS, BUT ARE DISCOVERED AT LAST BY HER BROTHER CONCHOBAR IN A STRANGE HOUSE, WHERE DECHTIRE GIVES BIRTH TO A CHILD, OF WHOM THE GOD LUG IS APPARENTLY THE FATHER. IN ANOTHER VERSION THE BIRDS ARE NOT DECHTIRE AND HER WOMEN, FOR SHE ACCOMPANIES CONCHOBAR AS HIS CHARIOTEER. THEY ARRIVE AT THE HOUSE, THE MISTRESS OF WHICH GIVES BIRTH TO A CHILD, WHICH DECHTIRE BRINGS UP. IT DIES, AND ON HER RETURN FROM THE BURIAL DECHTIRE SWALLOWS A SMALL ANIMAL WHEN DRINKING. LUG APPEARS TO HER BY NIGHT, AND TELLS HER THAT HE WAS THE CHILD, AND THAT NOW SHE WAS WITH CHILD BY HIM (HE WAS THE ANIMAL SWALLOWED BY HER). WHEN HE WAS BORN, HE WOULD BE CALLED SETANTA, WHO WAS LATER NAMED CÚCHULAINN. CÚCHULAINN, IN THIS VERSION, IS THUS A REBIRTH OF LUG, AS WELL AS HIS FATHER. IN THE TALE OF THE TWO SWINEHERDS, FRIUCH AND RUCHT ARE HERDS OF THE GODS OCHALL AND BODB. THEY QUARREL, AND THEIR FIGHTING IN VARIOUS ANIMAL SHAPES IS FULLY DESCRIBED. FINALLY, THEY BECOME TWO WORMS, WHICH ARE SWALLOWED BY TWO COWS; THESE THEN GIVE BIRTH TO THE WHITEHORN AND TO THE BLACK BULL OF CUAILGNE, THE ANIMALS WHICH WERE THE CAUSE OF THE TÁIN. THE SWINEHERDS WERE PROBABLY THEMSELVES GODS IN THE OLDER VERSIONS OF THIS TALE. OTHER STORIES RELATE THE REBIRTH OF HEROES. CONCHOBAR IS VARIOUSLY SAID TO BE SON OF NESSA BY HER HUSBAND CATHBAD, OR BY HER LOVER FACHTNA. BUT IN THE LATTER VERSION AN INCIDENT IS FOUND WHICH POINTS TO A THIRD ACCOUNT. NESSA BRINGS CATHBAD A DRAUGHT FROM A RIVER, BUT IN IT ARE TWO WORMS WHICH HE FORCES HER TO SWALLOW. SHE GIVES BIRTH TO A SON, IN EACH OF WHOSE HANDS IS A WORM, AND HE IS CALLED CONCHOBAR, AFTER THE NAME OF THE RIVER INTO WHICH HE FELL SOON AFTER HIS BIRTH. THE INCIDENT CLOSES WITH THE WORDS, "IT WAS FROM THESE WORMS THAT SHE BECAME PREGNANT, SAY SOME." POSSIBLY THE DIVINITY OF THE RIVER HAD TAKEN THE FORM OF THE WORMS AND WAS REBORN AS CONCHOBAR. WE MAY COMPARE THE STORY OF THE BIRTH OF CONALL CERNACH. HIS MOTHER WAS CHILDLESS, UNTIL A [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] DRUID SANG SPELLS OVER A WELL IN WHICH SHE BATHED, AND DRANK OF ITS WATERS. WITH THE DRAUGHT SHE SWALLOWED A WORM, "AND THE WORM WAS IN THE HAND OF THE BOY AS HE LAY IN HIS MOTHER’S WOMB; AND HE PIERCED THE HAND AND CONSUMED IT." THE PERSONALITY OF FIONN IS ALSO CONNECTED WITH THE REBIRTH IDEA. IN ONE STORY, MONGAN, A SEVENTH-CENTURY KING, HAD A DISPUTE WITH HIS POET REGARDING THE DEATH OF THE HERO FOTHAD. THE FIAN CAOILTE RETURNS FROM THE DEAD TO PROVE MONGAN RIGHT, AND HE SAYS, "WE WERE WITH THEE, WITH FIONN." MONGAN BIDS HIM BE SILENT, BECAUSE HE DID NOT WISH HIS IDENTITY WITH FIONN TO BE MADE KNOWN. "MONGAN, HOWEVER, WAS FIONN, THOUGH HE WOULD NOT LET IT BE TOLD." IN ANOTHER STORY MONGAN IS SON OF MANANNAN, WHO HAD PROPHESIED OF THIS EVENT. MANANNAN APPEARED TO THE WIFE OF FIACHNA WHEN HE WAS FIGHTING THE SAXONS, AND TOLD HER THAT UNLESS SHE YIELDED HERSELF TO HIM HER HUSBAND WOULD BE SLAIN. ON HEARING THIS SHE AGREED, AND NEXT DAY THE GOD APPEARED FIGHTING WITH FIACHNA'S FORCES AND ROUTED THE SLAIN. "SO THAT THIS MONGAN IS A SON OF MANANNAN MAC LIR, THOUGH HE IS CALLED MONGAN SON OF FIACHNA." IN A THIRD VERSION MANANNAN MAKES THE BARGAIN WITH FIACHNA, AND IN HIS FORM SLEEPS WITH THE WOMAN. SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH MONGAN'S BIRTH, FIACHNA'S ATTENDANT HAD A SON WHO BECAME MONGAN'S SERVANT, AND A WARRIOR'S WIFE BEARS A DAUGHTER WHO BECAME HIS WIFE. MANANNAN TOOK MONGAN TO THE LAND OF PROMISE AND KEPT HIM THERE UNTIL HE WAS SIXTEEN. MANY MAGICAL POWERS AND THE FACULTY OF SHAPE-SHIFTING ARE ATTRIBUTED TO MONGAN, AND IN SOME STORIES HE IS BROUGHT INTO CONNECTION WITH THE SÍD. PROBABLY A MYTH TOLD HOW HE WENT TO ELYSIUM INSTEAD OF DYING, FOR HE COMES FROM "THE LAND OF LIVING HEART" TO SPEAK WITH S. COLUMBA, WHO TOOK HIM TO SEE HEAVEN. BUT HE WOULD NOT SATISFY THE SAINTS' CURIOSITY REGARDING ELYSIUM, AND SUDDENLY VANISHED, PROBABLY RETURNING THERE. THIS TWOFOLD ACCOUNT OF MONGAN'S BIRTH IS CURIOUS. PERHAPS THE IDEA THAT HE WAS A REBIRTH OF FIONN MAY HAVE BEEN SUGGESTED BY THE FACT THAT HIS FATHER WAS CALLED FIACHNA FINN, WHILE IT IS PROBABLE THAT SOME OLD MYTH OF A SON OF MANANNAN'S CALLED MONGAN WAS ATTACHED TO THE PERSONALITY OF THE HISTORIC MONGAN. ABOUT THE ERA OF MONGAN, KING DIARMAID HAD TWO WIVES, ONE OF WHOM WAS BARREN. S. FINNEN GAVE HER HOLY WATER TO DRINK, AND SHE BROUGHT FORTH A LAMB; THEN, AFTER A SECOND DRAUGHT, A TROUT, AND FINALLY, AFTER A THIRD, AED SLANE, WHO BECAME HIGH KING OF IRELAND IN 594. THIS IS A CHRISTIANIZED VERSION OF THE STORY OF CONALL CERNACH'S BIRTH. IN WELSH MYTHOLOGY THE STORY OF TALIESIN AFFORDS AN EXAMPLE OF REBIRTH. AFTER THE TRANSFORMATION COMBAT OF THE GODDESS CERRIDWEN AND GWION, RESEMBLING THAT OF THE SWINE-HERDS, GWION BECOMES A GRAIN OF WHEAT, WHICH CERRIDWEN IN THE FORM OF A HEN SWALLOWS, WITH THE RESULT THAT HE IS REBORN OF HER AS TALIESIN. MOST OF THESE STORIES NO LONGER EXIST IN THEIR PRIMITIVE FORM, AND VARIOUS IDEAS ARE FOUND IN THEM-CONCEPTION BY MAGICAL MEANS, DIVINE DESCENT THROUGH THE AMOUR OF A DIVINITY AND A MORTAL, AND REBIRTH. AS TO THE FIRST, THE HELP OF MAGICIAN OR PRIEST IS OFTEN INVOKED IN SAVAGE SOCIETY AND EVEN IN EUROPEAN FOLK-CUSTOM IN CASE OF BARRENNESS. PRAYERS, CHARMS, POTIONS, OR FOOD ARE THE MEANS USED TO INDUCE CONCEPTION, BUT PERHAPS AT ONE TIME THESE WERE THOUGHT TO CAUSE IT OF THEMSELVES. IN MANY TALES THE SWALLOWING OF A SEED, FRUIT, INSECT, ETC., RESULTS IN THE BIRTH OF A HERO OR HEROINE, AND IT IS PROBABLE THAT THESE STORIES EMBODY ACTUAL BELIEF IN SUCH A POSSIBILITY. IF THE STORIES OF CONALL CERNACH AND AED SLANE ARE NOT ATTENUATED INSTANCES OF REBIRTH, SAY, OF THE DIVINITY OF A WELL, THEY ARE EXAMPLES OF THIS BELIEF. THE GIFT OF FRUITFULNESS IS BESTOWED BY DRUID AND SAINT, BUT IN THE STORY OF CONALL IT IS RATHER THE SWALLOWING OF THE WORM THAN THE DRUID'S INCANTATION THAT CAUSES CONCEPTION, AND IS THE REAL MOTIF OF THE TALE. WHERE THE REBIRTH OF A DIVINITY OCCURS AS THE RESULT OF THE SWALLOWING OF A SMALL ANIMAL, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE GOD HAS FIRST TAKEN THIS FORM. THE CELT, BELIEVING IN CONCEPTION BY SWALLOWING SOME OBJECT, AND IN SHAPE-SHIFTING, COMBINED HIS INFORMATION, AND SO PRODUCED A THIRD IDEA, THAT A GOD COULD TAKE THE FORM OF A SMALL ANIMAL, WHICH, WHEN SWALLOWED, BECAME HIS REBIRTH. IF, AS THE VISITS OF BARREN WOMEN TO DOLMENS AND MEGALITHIC MONUMENTS SUGGEST, THE CELTS BELIEVED IN THE POSSIBILITY OF THE SPIRIT OF A DEAD MAN ENTERING A WOMAN AND BEING BORN OF HER OR AT LEAST AIDING CONCEPTION, A BELIEF HELD BY OTHER RACES, THIS MAY HAVE GIVEN RISE TO MYTHS REGARDING THE REBIRTH OF GODS BY HUMAN MOTHERS. AT ALL EVENTS THIS LATTER CELTIC BELIEF IS PARALLELED BY THE AMERICAN INDIAN MYTHS, OF THE THLINKEET GOD YEHL WHO TRANSFORMED HIMSELF NOW INTO A PEBBLE, NOW INTO A BLADE OF GRASS, AND, BEING THUS SWALLOWED BY WOMEN, WAS REBORN. IN THE STORIES OF ETAIN AND OF LUD, REBORN AS SETANTA, THIS IDEA OF DIVINE TRANSFORMATION AND REBIRTH OCCURS. A SIMILAR IDEA MAY UNDERLIE THE TALE OF FIONN AND MONGAN. AS TO THE TALES OF GWION AND THE SWINEHERDS, THE LATTER THE SERVANTS OF GODS, AND PERHAPS THEMSELVES REGARDED ONCE AS DIVINITIES, WHO IN THEIR REBIRTH AS BULLS ARE CERTAINLY DIVINE ANIMALS, THEY PRESENT SOME FEATURES WHICH REQUIRE FURTHER CONSIDERATION. THE PREVIOUS TRANSFORMATIONS IN BOTH CASES BELONG TO THE TRANSFORMATION COMBAT FORMULA OF MANY MÄRCHEN, AND OBVIOUSLY WERE NOT PART OF THE ORIGINAL FORM OF THE MYTHS. IN ALL SUCH MÄRCHEN THE ANTAGONISTS ARE MALES, HENCE THE REBIRTH INCIDENT COULD NOT FORM PART OF THEM. IN THE WELSH TALE OF GWION AND IN THE CORRESPONDING TALIESIN POEM, THE INGENIOUS FUSION OF THE MÄRCHEN FORMULA WITH AN EXISTING MYTH OF REBIRTH MUST HAVE TAKEN PLACE AT AN EARLY DATE. THIS IS ALSO TRUE OF THE TWO SWINEHERDS, BUT IN THIS CASE, SINCE THE MYTH TOLD HOW TWO GODS TOOK THE FORM OF WORMS AND WERE REBORN OF COWS, THE FORMULA HAD TO BE ALTERED. BOTH REMAIN ALIVE AT THE END OF THE COMBAT, CONTRARY TO THE USUAL FORMULA, BECAUSE BOTH WERE MALES AND BOTH WERE REBORN. THE FUSION IS SKILLFUL, BECAUSE THE REBORN PERSONAGES PRESERVE A REMEMBRANCE OF THEIR FORMER TRANSFORMATIONS, JUST AS MONGAN KNOWS OF HIS FORMER EXISTENCE AS FIONN. IN OTHER CASES, THERE IS NO SUCH REMEMBRANCE. ETAIN HAD FORGOTTEN HER FORMER EXISTENCE, AND CÚCHULAINN DOES NOT APPEAR TO KNOW THAT HE IS A REBIRTH OF LUG. THE RELATION OF LUG TO CÚCHULAINN DESERVES FURTHER INQUIRY. WHILE THE GOD IS REBORN, HE IS ALSO EXISTING AS LUG, JUST AS HAVING BEEN SWALLOWED AS A WORM BY DECHTIRE, HE APPEARS IN HIS DIVINE FORM AND TELLS HER HE WILL BE BORN OF HER. IN THE TÁIN HE APPEARS FIGHTING FOR CÚCHULAINN, WHOM HE THERE CALLS HIS SON. THERE ARE THUS TWO ASPECTS OF THE HERO'S RELATIONSHIP TO LUG; IN ONE HE IS A REBIRTH OF THE GOD, IN THE OTHER HE IS HIS SON, AS INDEED HE SEEMS TO REPRESENT HIMSELF IN THE WOOING OF EMER, AND AS HE IS CALLED BY LABORCHAM JUST BEFORE HIS DEATH. IN ONE OF THE BIRTH-STORIES HE IS CLEARLY LUG'S SON BY DECHTIRE. BUT BOTH VERSIONS MAY SIMPLY BE DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF ONE BELIEF, NAMELY, THAT A GOD COULD BE REBORN AS A MORTAL AND YET CONTINUE HIS DIVINE EXISTENCE, BECAUSE ALL BIRTH IS A KIND OF REBIRTH. THE MEN OF ULSTER SOUGHT A WIFE FOR CÚCHULAINN, "KNOWING THAT HIS REBIRTH WOULD BE OF HIMSELF," HIS SON WOULD BE HIMSELF EVEN WHILE HE CONTINUED TO EXIST AS HIS FATHER. EXAMPLES OF SUCH A BELIEF OCCUR ELSEWHERE, IN THE LAWS OF MANU, WHERE THE HUSBAND IS SAID TO BE REBORN OF HIS WIFE, AND IN ANCIENT EGYPT, WHERE THE GODS WERE CALLED "SELF-BEGOTTEN," BECAUSE EACH WAS FATHER TO THE SON WHO WAS HIS TRUE IMAGE OR HIMSELF. LIKENESS IMPLIED IDENTITY, IN PRIMITIVE BELIEF. THUS, THE BELIEF IN MORTAL DESCENT FROM THE GODS AMONG THE CELTS MAY HAVE INVOLVED THE THEORY OF A DIVINE AVATAR. THE GOD BECAME FATHER OF A MORTAL BY A WOMAN, AND PART OF HIMSELF PASSED OVER TO THE CHILD, WHO WAS THUS THE GOD HIMSELF. CONCHOBAR WAS ALSO A REBIRTH OF A GOD, BUT HE WAS NAMED FROM THE RIVER WHENCE HIS MOTHER HAD DRAWN WATER CONTAINING THE WORMS WHICH SHE SWALLOWED. THIS MAY POINT TO A LOST VERSION IN WHICH HE WAS THE SON OF A RIVER-GOD BY NESSA. THIS WAS QUITE IN ACCORDANCE WITH CELTIC BELIEF, AS IS SHOWN BY SUCH NAMES AS DUBROGENOS, FROM DUBRON, "WATER," AND GENOS, "BORN OF"; DIVOGENOS, DIVOGENA, "SON OR DAUGHTER OF A GOD," POSSIBLY A RIVER-GOD, SINCE DEIVOS IS A FREQUENT RIVER NAME; AND RHENOGENUS, "SON OF THE RHINE." THE PERSONS WHO FIRST BORE THESE NAMES WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN BEGOTTEN BY DIVINITIES. MONGAN'S DESCENT FROM MANANNAN, GOD OF THE SEA, IS MADE PERFECTLY CLEAR, AND THE WELSH NAME MORGEN = MORIGENOS, "SON OF THE SEA," PROBABLY POINTS TO A SIMILAR TALE NOW LOST. OTHER CELTIC NAMES ARE FREQUENTLY PREGNANT WITH MEANING, AND TELL OF A ONCE-EXISTING RICH MYTHOLOGY OF DIVINE AMOURS WITH MORTALS. THEY SHOW DESCENT FROM DEITIES--CAMULOGENUS (SON OF CAMULOS), ESUGENOS (SON OF ESUS), BODUOGENUS (SON OF BODVA); OR FROM TREE-SPIRITS--DERGEN (SON OF THE OAK), VERNOGENUS (SON OF THE ALDER); OR FROM DIVINE ANIMALS--ARTHGEN (SON OF THE BEAR), UROGENUS (SON OF THE URUS). WHAT WAS ONCE AN EPITHET DESCRIBING DIVINE FILIATION BECAME LATER A PERSONAL NAME. SO, IN GREECE NAMES LIKE APOLLOGENES, DIOGENES, AND HERMOGENES, HAD ONCE BEEN EPITHETS OF HEROES BORN OF APOLLO, ZEUS, AND HERMES. THUS, IT WAS A VITAL CELTIC BELIEF THAT DIVINITIES MIGHT UNITE WITH MORTALS AND BEGET CHILDREN. HEROES ENTICED AWAY TO ELYSIUM ENJOYED THE LOVE OF ITS GODDESSES--CÚCHULAINN THAT OF FAND; CONNLA, BRAN, AND OISIN THAT OF UNNAMED DIVINITIES. SO, TOO, THE GODDESS MORRIGAN OFFERED HERSELF TO CÚCHULAINN. THE CHRISTIAN CELTS OF THE FIFTH CENTURY RETAINED THIS BELIEF, THOUGH IN A SOMEWHAT ALTERED FORM. S. AUGUSTINE AND OTHERS DESCRIBE THE SHAGGY DEMONS CALLED DUSII BY THE GAULS, WHO SOUGHT THE COUCHES OF WOMEN IN ORDER TO GRATIFY THEIR [SEXUAL] DESIRES. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] THE DUSII ARE AKIN TO THE INCUBI AND FAUNI, AND DO NOT APPEAR TO REPRESENT THE HIGHER GODS REDUCED TO THE FORM OF DEMONS BY CHRISTIANITY, BUT RATHER A SPECIES OF LESSER DIVINITIES, ONCE THE OBJECT OF POPULAR DEVOTION. THESE BELIEFS ARE ALSO CONNECTED WITH THE CELTIC NOTIONS OF TRANSFORMATION AND TRANSMIGRATION--THE ONE SIGNIFYING THE ASSUMING OF ANOTHER SHAPE FOR A TIME, THE OTHER THE PASSING OVER OF THE SOUL OR THE PERSONALITY INTO ANOTHER BODY, PERHAPS ONE ACTUALLY EXISTING, BUT MORE USUALLY BY ACTUAL REBIRTH. AS HAS BEEN SEEN, THIS POWER OF TRANSFORMATION WAS CLAIMED BY THE DRUIDS AND BY OTHER PERSONS, OR ATTRIBUTED TO THEM, AND THEY WERE NOT LIKELY TO MINIMISE THEIR POWERS, AND WOULD PROBABLY BOAST OF THEM ON ALL OCCASIONS. SUCH BOASTS ARE PUT INTO THE MOUTHS OF THE IRISH AMAIRGEN AND THE WELSH TALIESIN. AS THE MILESIANS WERE APPROACHING IRELAND, AMAIRGEN SANG VERSES WHICH WERE PERHAPS PART OF A RITUAL CHANT: "I AM THE WIND WHICH BLOWS OVER THE SEA, I AM THE WAVE OF THE OCEAN, I AM THE BULL OF SEVEN BATTLES, I AM THE EAGLE ON THE ROCK...I AM A BOAR FOR COURAGE, I AM A SALMON IN THE WATER, ETC." [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] PROFESSOR RHŶS POINTS OUT THAT SOME OF THESE VERSES NEED NOT MEAN ACTUAL TRANSFORMATION, BUT MERE LIKENESS, THROUGH "A PRIMITIVE FORMATION OF PREDICATE WITHOUT THE AID OF A PARTICLE CORRESPONDING TO SUCH A WORD AS 'LIKE.'" ENOUGH, HOWEVER, REMAINS TO SHOW THE CLAIM OF THE MAGICIAN. TALIESIN, IN MANY POEMS, MAKES SIMILAR CLAIMS, AND SAYS, "I HAVE BEEN IN A MULTITUDE OF SHAPES BEFORE I ASSUMED A CONSISTENT FORM"--THAT OF A SWORD, A TEAR, A STAR, AN EAGLE, ETC. THEN HE WAS CREATED, WITHOUT FATHER OR MOTHER. SIMILAR PRETENSIONS ARE COMMON TO THE MEDICINE-MAN EVERYWHERE. BUT FROM ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW THEY MAY BE MERE POETIC EXTRAVAGANCES SUCH AS ARE COMMON IN CELTIC POETRY. THUS CÚCHULAINN SAYS: "I WAS A HOUND STRONG FOR COMBAT...THEIR LITTLE CHAMPION...THE CASKET OF EVERY SECRET FOR THE MAIDENS," OR, IN ANOTHER PLACE, "I AM THE BARK BUFFETED FROM WAVE TO WAVE...THE SHIP AFTER THE LOSING OF ITS RUDDER...THE LITTLE APPLE ON THE TOP OF THE TREE THAT LITTLE THOUGHT OF ITS FALLING." THESE ARE METAPHORIC DESCRIPTIONS OF A COMPARATIVELY SIMPLE KIND. THE FULL-BLOWN BOMBAST APPEARS IN THE COLLOQUY OF THE TWO SAGES, WHERE NEDE AND FERCERTNE EXHAUST LANGUAGE IN DESCRIBING THEMSELVES TO EACH OTHER. OTHER WELSH BARDS BESIDES TALIESIN MAKE SIMILAR BOASTS TO HIS, AND DR. SKENE THINKS THAT THEIR CLAIMS "MAY HAVE BEEN MERE BOMBAST." STILL SOME CURRENT BELIEF IN SHAPE-SHIFTING, OR EVEN IN REBIRTH, UNDERLIES SOME OF THESE BOASTINGS AND GIVES POINT TO THEM. AMAIRGEN'S "I AM" THIS OR THAT, SUGGESTS THE INHERENT POWER OF TRANSFORMATION; TALIESIN'S "I HAVE BEEN," THE ACTUAL TRANSFORMATIONS. SUCH ASSERTIONS DO NOT INVOLVE "THE POWERFUL PANTHEISTIC DOCTRINE WHICH IS AT ONCE THE GLORY AND ERROR OF IRISH PHILOSOPHY," AS M. D'ARBOIS CLAIMS, ELSE ARE SAVAGE MEDICINE-MEN, BOASTFUL OF THEIR SHAPE-SHIFTING POWERS, PHILOSOPHIC PANTHEISTS. THE POEMS ARE MERELY HIGHLY DEVELOPED FORMS OF PRIMITIVE BELIEFS IN SHAPE-SHIFTING, SUCH AS ARE FOUND AMONG ALL SAVAGES AND BARBARIC FOLK, BUT EXPRESSED IN THE BOASTFUL LANGUAGE IN WHICH THE CELT DELIGHTED. HOW WERE THE SUCCESSIVE SHAPE-SHIFTING’S EFFECTED? TO ANSWER THIS, WE SHALL FIRST LOOK AT THE STORY OF TUAN MAE CARAILL, WHO SURVIVED FROM THE DAYS OF PARTHOLAN TO THOSE OF S. FINNEN. HE WAS A DECREPIT MAN AT THE COMING OF NEMED, AND ONE NIGHT, HAVING LAIN DOWN TO SLEEP, HE AWOKE AS A STAG, AND LIVED IN THIS FORM TO OLD AGE. IN THE SAME WAY HE BECAME A BOAR, A HAWK, AND A SALMON, WHICH WAS CAUGHT AND EATEN BY CAIRELL'S WIFE, OF WHOM HE WAS BORN AS TUAN, WITH A PERFECT RECOLLECTION OF HIS DIFFERENT FORMS. THIS STORY, THE INVENTION OF A NINTH OR TENTH CENTURY CHRISTIAN SCRIBE TO ACCOUNT FOR THE CURRENT KNOWLEDGE OF THE MANY INVASIONS OF IRELAND, MUST HAVE BEEN BASED ON PAGAN MYTHS OF A SIMILAR KIND, INVOLVING SUCCESSIVE TRANSFORMATIONS AND A FINAL REBIRTH. SUCH A MYTH MAY HAVE BEEN TOLD OF TALIESIN, RECOUNTING HIS TRANSFORMATIONS AND HIS FINAL REBIRTH, THE FORMER BEING REPLACED AT A LATER TIME BY THE EPISODE OF THE TRANSFORMATION COMBAT, INVOLVING NO GREAT LAPSE OF TIME. SUCH A SERIES OF SUCCESSIVE SHAPES--OF EVERY BEAST, A DRAGON, A WOLF, A STAG, A SALMON, A SEAL, A SWAN--WERE ASCRIBED TO MONGAN AND FORETOLD BY MANANNAN, AND MONGAN REFERS TO SOME OF THEM IN HIS COLLOQUY WITH S. COLUMBA--"WHEN I WAS A DEER...A SALMON...A SEAL...A ROVING WOLF...A MAN." 3 PERHAPS THE COMPLETE STORY WAS THAT OF A FABULOUS HERO IN HUMAN FORM, WHO ASSUMED DIFFERENT SHAPES, AND WAS FINALLY REBORN. BUT THE TRANSFORMATION OF AN OLD MAN, OR AN OLD ANIMAL, INTO NEW YOUTHFUL AND VIGOROUS FORMS MIGHT BE REGARDED AS A KIND OF TRANSMIGRATION--AN EXTENSION OF THE TRANSFORMATION IDEA, BUT INVOLVING NO METEMPSYCHOSIS, NO PASSING OF THE SOUL INTO ANOTHER BODY BY REBIRTH. ACTUAL TRANSMIGRATION OR REBIRTH OCCURS ONLY AT THE END OF THE SERIES, AND, AS IN THE CASE OF ETAIN, LUG, ETC., THE PRE-EXISTENT PERSON IS BORN OF A WOMAN AFTER BEING SWALLOWED BY HER. POSSIBLY THE TRANSFORMATION BELIEF HAS REACTED ON THE OTHER, AND OBSCURED A BELIEF IN ACTUAL METEMPSYCHOSIS AS A RESULT OF THE SOUL OF AN ANCESTOR PASSING INTO A WOMAN AND BEING REBORN AS HER NEXT CHILD. ADD TO THIS THAT THE SOUL IS OFTEN THOUGHT OF AS A TINY ANIMAL, AND WE SEE HOW A POINT D'APPUI FOR THE MORE MATERIALISTIC BELIEF WAS AFFORDED. THE INSECT OR WORMS OF THE REBIRTH STORIES MAY HAVE BEEN ONCE, FORMS OF THE SOUL. IT IS EASY ALSO TO SEE HOW, A THEORY OF CONCEPTION BY SWALLOWING VARIOUS OBJECTS BEING ALREADY IN EXISTENCE, IT MIGHT BE THOUGHT POSSIBLE THAT EATING A SALMON--A TRANSFORMED MAN--WOULD CAUSE HIS REBIRTH FROM THE EATER. THE CELTS MAY HAVE HAD NO CONSISTENT BELIEF ON THIS SUBJECT, THE GENERAL IDEA OF THE FUTURE LIFE BEING OF A DIFFERENT KIND. OR PERHAPS THE VARIOUS BELIEFS IN TRANSFORMATION, TRANSMIGRATION, REBIRTH, AND CONCEPTION BY UNUSUAL MEANS, ARE TOO INEXTRICABLY MINGLED TO BE SEPARATED. THE NUCLEUS OF THE TALES SEEMS TO BE THE POSSIBILITY OF REBIRTH, AND THE BELIEF THAT THE SOUL WAS STILL CLAD IN A BODILY FORM AFTER DEATH AND WAS ITSELF A MATERIAL THING. BUT OTHERWISE SOME OF THEM ARE NOT DISTINCTIVELY CELTIC, AND HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED BY OLD MÄRCHEN FORMULAE OF SUCCESSIVE CHANGES ADOPTED BY OR FORCED UPON SOME PERSON, WHO IS FINALLY REBORN. THIS, FORMULAE, IS ALREADY OLD IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY B.C. EGYPTIAN STORY OF THE TWO BROTHERS. SUCH CELTIC STORIES AS THESE MAY HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO CLASSICAL AUTHORS, AND HAVE INFLUENCED THEIR STATEMENTS REGARDING ESCHATOLOGY. YET IT CAN HARDLY BE SAID THAT THE TALES THEMSELVES BEAR WITNESS TO A GENERAL TRANSMIGRATION DOCTRINE CURRENT AMONG THE CELTS, SINCE THE STORIES CONCERN DIVINE OR HEROIC PERSONAGES. STILL THE BELIEF MAY HAVE HAD A CERTAIN CURRENCY AMONG THEM, BASED ON PRIMITIVE THEORIES OF SOUL LIFE. EVIDENCE THAT IT EXISTED SIDE BY SIDE WITH THE MORE GENERAL DOCTRINES OF THE FUTURE LIFE MAY BE FOUND IN OLD OR EXISTING FOLK-BELIEF. IN SOME CASES, THE DEAD HAVE AN ANIMAL FORM, AS IN THE VOYAGE OF MAELDUIN, WHERE BIRDS ON AN ISLAND ARE SAID TO BE SOULS, OR IN THE LEGEND OF S. MAELSUTHAIN, WHOSE PUPILS APPEAR TO HIM AFTER DEATH AS BIRDS. THE BIRD FORM OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH IS STILL A CURRENT BELIEF IN THE HEBRIDES. BUTTERFLIES IN IRELAND, AND MOTHS IN CORNWALL, AND IN FRANCE BATS OR BUTTERFLIES, ARE BELIEVED TO BE SOULS OF THE DEAD. KING ARTHUR IS THOUGHT BY CORNISHMEN TO HAVE DIED AND TO HAVE BEEN CHANGED INTO THE FORM OF A RAVEN, AND IN MEDIAEVAL WALES SOULS OF THE WICKED [SEXUAL] APPEAR AS RAVENS, IN BRITTANY AS BLACK DOGS, PETRELS, OR HARES, OR SERVE THEIR TERM OF PENITENCE AS COWS OR BULLS, OR REMAIN AS CROWS TILL THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. UNBAPTIZED INFANTS BECOME BIRDS; DROWNED SAILORS APPEAR AS BEASTS OR BIRDS; AND THE SOULS OF GIRLS DECEIVED BY LOVERS HAUNT THEM AS HARES. THESE SHOW THAT THE IDEA OF TRANSMIGRATION MAY NOT HAVE BEEN FOREIGN TO THE CELTIC MIND, AND IT MAY HAVE ARISEN FROM THE IDEA THAT MEN ASSUMED THEIR TOTEM ANIMAL'S SHAPE AT DEATH. SOME TALES OF SHAPE-SHIFTING ARE PROBABLY DUE TO TOTEMISM, AND IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT IN KERRY PEASANTS WILL NOT EAT HARES BECAUSE THEY CONTAIN THE SOULS OF THEIR GRANDMOTHERS. ON THE OTHER HAND, SOME OF THESE SURVIVALS MAY MEAN NO MORE THAN THAT THE SOUL ITSELF HAS ALREADY AN ANIMAL FORM, IN WHICH IT WOULD NATURALLY BE SEEN AFTER DEATH. IN CELTIC FOLK-BELIEF THE SOUL IS SEEN LEAVING THE BODY IN SLEEP AS A BEE, BUTTERFLY, GNAT, MOUSE, OR MANNIKIN. SUCH A BELIEF IS FOUND AMONG MOST SAVAGE RACES, AND, MIGHT EASILY BE MISTAKEN FOR TRANSMIGRATION, OR ALSO ASSIST THE FORMATION OF THE IDEA OF TRANSMIGRATION. THOUGH THE FOLK-SURVIVALS SHOW THAT TRANSMIGRATION WAS NOT NECESSARILY ALLEGED OF ALL THE DEAD, IT MAY HAVE BEEN A SUFFICIENTLY VITAL BELIEF TO COLOR THE MYTHOLOGY, AS WE SEE FROM THE EXISTING TALES, ADULTERATED THOUGH THESE MAY HAVE BEEN. THE GENERAL BELIEF HAS ITS ROOTS IN PRIMITIVE IDEAS REGARDING LIFE AND ITS PROPAGATION--IDEAS WHICH SOME HOLD TO BE UN-CELTIC AND UN-ARYAN. BUT ARYANS WERE "PRIMITIVE" AT SOME PERIOD OF THEIR HISTORY, AND IT WOULD BE CURIOUS IF, WHILE STILL IN A BARBAROUS CONDITION, THEY HAD FORGOTTEN THEIR OLD BELIEFS. IN ANY CASE, IF THEY ADOPTED SIMILAR BELIEFS FROM NON-ARYAN PEOPLE, THIS POINTS TO NO GREAT SUPERIORITY ON THEIR PART. SUCH BELIEFS ORIGINATED THE IDEA OF REBIRTH AND TRANSMIGRATION. NEVERTHELESS, THIS WAS NOT A CHARACTERISTICALLY CELTIC ESCHATOLOGICAL BELIEF; THAT WE FIND IN THE THEORY THAT THE DEAD LIVED ON IN THE BODY OR ASSUMED A BODY IN ANOTHER REGION, PROBABLY UNDERGROUND. 
CHAPTER XXIV.
ELYSIUM.
THE CELTIC CONCEPTION OF ELYSIUM, THE PRODUCT AT ONCE OF RELIGION, MYTHOLOGY, AND ROMANTIC IMAGINATION, IS FOUND IN A SERIES OF IRISH AND WELSH TALES. WE DO NOT KNOW THAT A SIMILAR CONCEPTION EXISTED AMONG THE CONTINENTAL CELTS, BUT, CONSIDERING THE LIKENESS OF THEIR BELIEFS IN OTHER MATTERS TO THOSE OF THE INSULAR CELTS, THERE IS A STRONG PROBABILITY THAT IT DID. THERE ARE FOUR TYPICAL PRESENTATIONS OF THE ELYSIUM CONCEPTION. IN IRELAND, WHILE THE GODS WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE RETIRED WITHIN THE HILLS OR SÍD, IT IS NOT UNLIKELY THAT SOME OF THEM HAD ALWAYS BEEN SUPPOSED TO LIVE IN THESE OR IN A SUBTERRANEAN WORLD, AND IT IS THEREFORE POSSIBLE THAT WHAT MAY BE CALLED THE SUBTERRANEAN OR SÍD TYPE OF ELYSIUM IS OLD. BUT OTHER TYPES ALSO APPEAR--THAT OF A WESTERN ISLAND ELYSIUM, OF A WORLD BELOW THE WATERS, AND OF A WORLD COEXTENSIVE WITH THIS AND ENTERED BY A MIST. THE NAMES OF THE IRISH ELYSIUM ARE SOMETIMES OF A GENERAL CHARACTER--MAG MÓR, "THE GREAT PLAIN"; MAG MELL, "THE PLEASANT PLAIN"; TÍR N'AILL, "THE OTHER-WORLD"; TÍR NA M-BEO, " THE LAND OF THE LIVING "; TÍR NA N-OG, "THE LAND OF YOUTH"; AND TÍR TAIRNGIRI, "THE LAND OF PROMISE"--POSSIBLY OF CHRISTIAN ORIGIN. LOCAL NAMES ARE TÍR FA TONN, "LAND UNDER WAVES "; I-BRESAIL AND THE LAND OF FALGA, NAMES OF THE ISLAND ELYSIUM. THE LAST DENOTES THE ISLE OF MAN AS ELYSIUM, AND IT MAY HAVE BEEN SO REGARDED BY GOIDELS IN BRITAIN AT AN EARLY TIME. TO THIS PERIOD MAY BELONG THE TALES OF CÚCHULAINN'S RAID ON FALGA, CARRIED AT A LATER TIME TO IRELAND. TÍR TAIRNGIRI IS ALSO IDENTIFIED WITH THE ISLE OF MAN. A BRIEF RÉSUMÉ OF THE PRINCIPAL ELYSIUM TALES IS NECESSARY AS A PRELIMINARY TO A DISCUSSION OF THE PROBLEMS WHICH THEY INVOLVE, THOUGH IT CAN GIVE BUT LITTLE IDEA OF THE BEAUTY AND ROMANTICISM OF THE TALES THEMSELVES. THESE, IF NOT ACTUALLY COMPOSED IN PAGAN TIMES, ARE BASED UPON STORY-GERMS CURRENT BEFORE THE COMING OF CHRISTIANITY TO IRELAND. 1. THE SÍD ELYSIUM. IN THE STORY OF ETAIN, WHEN MIDER DISCOVERED HER IN HER REBIRTH, HE DESCRIBED THE LAND WHITHER HE WOULD CARRY HER, ITS MUSIC AND ITS FAIR PEOPLE, ITS WARM STREAMS, ITS CHOICE MEAD AND WINE. THERE IS ETERNAL YOUTH, AND LOVE IS BLAMELESS. IT IS WITHIN MIDER'S SÍD, AND ETAIN ACCOMPANIES HIM THERE. IN THE SEQUEL KING EOCHAID'S DRUID DISCOVERS THE SÍD, WHICH IS CAPTURED BY THE KING, WHO THEN REGAINS ETAIN. OTHER TALES REFER TO THE SÍD IN SIMILAR TERMS, AND DESCRIBE ITS TREASURES, ITS FOOD AND DRINK BETTER THAN THOSE OF EARTH. IT IS IN MOST RESPECTS SIMILAR TO THE ISLAND ELYSIUM, SAVE THAT IT IS LOCALIZED ON EARTH. 2. THE ISLAND ELYSIUM. THE STORY OF THE VOYAGE OF BRAN IS FOUND FRAGMENTARILY IN THE ELEVENTH CENTURY LU, AND COMPLETE IN THE FOURTEENTH AND SIXTEENTH CENTURY MSS. IT TELLS HOW BRAN HEARD MYSTERIOUS MUSIC WHEN ASLEEP. ON WAKING HE FOUND A SILVER BRANCH WITH BLOSSOMS, AND NEXT DAY THERE APPEARED A MYSTERIOUS WOMAN SINGING THE GLORY OF THE LAND OVERSEAS, ITS MUSIC, ITS WONDERFUL TREE, ITS FREEDOM FROM PAIN AND DEATH. IT IS ONE OF THRICE FIFTY ISLANDS TO THE WEST OF ERIN, AND THERE SHE DWELLS WITH THOUSANDS OF "MOTLEY WOMEN." BEFORE SHE DISAPPEARS THE BRANCH LEAPS INTO HER HAND. BRAN SET SAIL WITH HIS COMRADES AND MET MANANNAN CROSSING THE SEA IN HIS CHARIOT. THE GOD TOLD HIM THAT THE SEA WAS A FLOWERY PLAIN, MAG MELL, AND THAT ALL AROUND, UNSEEN TO BRAN, WERE PEOPLE PLAYING AND DRINKING "WITHOUT SIN." HE BADE HIM SAIL ON TO THE LAND OF WOMEN. THEN THE VOYAGERS WENT ON AND REACHED THE ISLE OF JOY, WHERE ONE OF THEIR NUMBER REMAINED BEHIND. AT LAST THEY CAME TO THE LAND OF WOMEN, AND WE HEAR OF THEIR WELCOME, THE DREAMLIKE LAPSE OF TIME, THE FOOD AND DRINK WHICH HAD FOR EACH THE TASTE HE DESIRED. FINALLY, THE TALE RECOUNTS THEIR HOME-SICKNESS, THE WARNING THEY RECEIVED NOT TO SET FOOT ON ERIN, HOW ONE OF THEIR NUMBER LEAPED ASHORE AND TURNED TO ASHES, HOW BRAN FROM HIS BOAT TOLD OF HIS WANDERINGS AND THEN DISAPPEARED FOR EVER. ANOTHER STORY TELLS HOW CONNLA WAS VISITED BY A GODDESS FROM MAG MELL. HER PEOPLE DWELL IN A SÍD AND ARE CALLED "MEN OF THE SÍD." SHE INVITES HIM TO GO TO THE IMMORTAL LAND, AND DEPARTS, LEAVING HIM AN APPLE, WHICH SUPPORTS HIM FOR A MONTH WITHOUT GROWING LESS. THEN SHE REAPPEARS AND TELLS CONULA THAT "THE EVER-LIVING ONES" DESIRE HIM TO JOIN THEM. SHE BIDS HIM COME WITH HER TO THE LAND OF JOY WHERE THERE ARE ONLY WOMEN. HE STEPS INTO HER CRYSTAL BOAT AND VANISHES FROM HIS FATHER AND THE DRUID WHO HAS VAINLY TRIED TO EXERCISE HIS SPELLS AGAINST HER. 2 IN THIS TALE THERE IS A CONFUSION BETWEEN THE SÍD AND THE ISLAND ELYSIUM. THE, EIGHTEENTH CENTURY POEM OF OISIN IN TÍR NA N-OG IS PROBABLY BASED ON OLD LEGENDS, AND DESCRIBES HOW NIAM, DAUGHTER OF THE KING OF TÍR NA N-OG PLACED GEASA ON OISIN TO ACCOMPANY HER TO THAT LAND OF IMMORTAL YOUTH AND BEAUTY. HE MOUNTED ON HER STEED, WHICH PLUNGED FORWARDS ACROSS THE SEA, AND BROUGHT THEM TO THE LAND WHERE OISIN SPENT THREE HUNDRED YEARS BEFORE RETURNING TO IRELAND, AND THERE SUFFERING, AS HAS BEEN SEEN, FROM THE BREAKING OF THE TABU NOT TO SET FOOT ON THE SOIL OF ERIN. IN SERGLIGE CONCULAIND, "CÚCHULAINN'S SICKNESS," THE GODDESS FAND, DESERTED BY MANANNAN, OFFERS HERSELF TO THE HERO IF HE WILL HELP HER SISTER'S HUSBAND LABRAID AGAINST HIS ENEMIES IN MAG MELL. LABRAID LIVES IN AN ISLAND FREQUENTED BY TROOPS OF WOMEN, AND POSSESSING AN INEXHAUSTIBLE VAT OF MEAD AND TREES WITH MAGIC FRUIT. IT IS REACHED WITH MARVELOUS SPEED IN A BOAT OF BRONZE. AFTER A PRELIMINARY VISIT BY HIS CHARIOTEER LAEG, CÚCHULAINN GOES THITHER, VANQUISHES LABRAID'S FOES, AND REMAINS A MONTH WITH FAND. HE RETURNS TO IRELAND, AND NOW WE HEAR OF THE STRUGGLE FOR HIM BETWEEN HIS WIFE EMER AND FAND. BUT MANANNAN SUDDENLY APPEARS, REAWAKENS FAND'S LOVE, AND SHE DEPARTS WITH HIM. THE GOD SHAKES HIS CLOAK BETWEEN HER AND CÚCHULAINN TO PREVENT THEIR, EVER MEETING AGAIN. IN THIS STORY LABRAID, FAND, AND LIBAN, FAND'S SISTER, THOUGH DWELLERS ON AN ISLAND ELYSIUM, ARE CALLED SÍD-FOLK. THE TWO REGIONS ARE PARTIALLY CONFUSED, BUT NOT WHOLLY, SINCE MANANNAN IS DESCRIBED AS COMING FROM HIS OWN LAND (ELYSIUM) TO WOO FAND. APPARENTLY LABRAID OF THE SWIFT HAND ON THE SWORD (WHO, THOUGH CALLED "CHIEF OF THE SÍDE", IS CERTAINLY A WAR-GOD) IS AT ENMITY WITH MANANNAN'S HOSTS, AND IT IS THESE WITH WHOM CÚCHULAINN HAS TO FIGHT. IN AN OSSIANIC TALE SEVERAL OF THE FIANS WERE CARRIED OFF TO THE LAND OF PROMISE. AFTER MANY ADVENTURES, FIONN, DIARMAID, AND OTHERS DISCOVER THEM, AND THREATEN TO DESTROY THE LAND IF THEY ARE NOT RESTORED. ITS KING, AVARTA, AGREES TO THE RESTORATION, AND WITH FIFTEEN OF HIS MEN CARRIES THE FIANS TO ERIN ON ONE HORSE. HAVING REACHED THERE, HE BIDS THEM LOOK AT A CERTAIN FIELD, AND WHILE THEY ARE DOING SO, HE AND HIS MEN DISAPPEAR. 3. LAND UNDER WAVES. FIACHNA, OF THE MEN OF THE SÍD, APPEARED TO THE MEN OF CONNAUGHT, AND BEGGED THEIR HELP AGAINST GOLL, WHO HAD ABDUCTED HIS WIFE. LOEGAIRE AND HIS MEN DIVE WITH FIACHNA INTO LOCH NANEANE, AND REACH A WONDERFUL LAND, WITH MARVELOUS MUSIC AND WHERE THE RAIN IS ALE. THEY AND THE SÍD-FOLK ATTACK THE FORT OF MAG MELL AND DEFEAT GOLL. EACH THEN OBTAINS A WOMAN OF THE SÍDE, BUT AT THE END OF A YEAR THEY BECOME HOMESICK. THEY ARE WARNED NOT TO DESCEND FROM HORSEBACK IN ERIN. ARRIVED AMONG THEIR OWN PEOPLE, THEY DESCRIBE THE MARVELS OF TÍR FA TONN, AND THEN RETURN THERE, AND ARE NO MORE SEEN. HERE, AGAIN, THE SÍD ELYSIUM AND LAND UNDER WAVES ARE CONFUSED, AND THE DIVINE TRIBES ARE AT WAR, AS IN THE STORY OF CÚCHULAINN. IN A SECTION OF THE OSSIANIC TALE JUST CITED, FIONN AND HIS MEN ARRIVE ON AN ISLAND, WHERE DIARMAID REACHES A BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY AT THE BOTTOM OF A WELL. THIS IS TÍR FA TONN, AND DIARMAID FIGHTS ITS KING WHO HAS USURPED HIS NEPHEW'S INHERITANCE, AND THUS RECOVERS IT FOR HIM. 4. CO-EXTENSIVE WITH THIS WORLD. AN EARLY EXAMPLE OF THIS TYPE IS FOUND IN THE ADVENTURES OF CORMAC. A DIVINE VISITANT APPEARED TO CORMAC AND GAVE HIM IN EXCHANGE FOR HIS WIFE, SON, AND DAUGHTER, HIS BRANCH OF GOLDEN APPLES, WHICH WHEN SHAKEN PRODUCED SWEETEST MUSIC, DISPELLING SORROW. AFTER A YEAR CORMAC SET OUT TO SEEK HIS FAMILY, AND AS HE JOURNEYED ENCOUNTERED A MIST IN WHICH HE DISCOVERED A STRANGE HOUSE. ITS MASTER AND MISTRESS--MANANNAN AND HIS CONSORT--OFFERED HIM SHELTER. THE GOD BROUGHT IN A PIG, EVERY QUARTER OF WHICH WAS COOKED IN THE TELLING OF A TRUE TALE, THE PIG AFTERWARDS COMING TO LIFE AGAIN. CORMAC, IN HIS TALE, DESCRIBED HOW HE HAD LOST HIS FAMILY, WHEREUPON MANANNAN MADE HIM SLEEP, AND BROUGHT HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN IN. LATER HE PRODUCED A CUP WHICH BROKE WHEN A LIE WAS TOLD, BUT BECAME WHOLE AGAIN WHEN A TRUE WORD WAS SPOKEN. THE GOD SAID CORMAC'S WIFE HAD NOW A NEW HUSBAND, AND THE CUP BROKE, BUT WAS RESTORED WHEN THE GODDESS DECLARED THIS TO BE A LIE. NEXT MORNING ALL HAD DISAPPEARED, AND CORMAC AND HIS FAMILY FOUND THEMSELVES IN HIS OWN PALACE, WITH CUP AND BRANCH BY THEIR SIDE. SIMILARLY, IN THE CHAMPION'S ECSTASY, A MYSTERIOUS HORSEMAN APPEARS OUT OF A MIST TO CONN AND LEADS HIM TO A PALACE, WHERE HE REVEALS HIMSELF AS THE GOD LUG, AND WHERE THERE IS A WOMAN CALLED "THE SOVEREIGNTY OF ERIN." BESIDE THE PALACE IS A GOLDEN TREE. IN THE STORY OF BRAN, MAG MELL IS SAID TO BE ALL AROUND THE HERO, THOUGH HE KNOWS IT NOT--AN ANALOGOUS CONCEPTION TO WHAT IS FOUND IN THESE TALES, AND ANOTHER INSTANCE IS THAT OF THE MYSTERIOUS HOUSE ENTERED BY CONCHOBAR AND DECHTIRE. MAG MELL MAY THUS HAVE BEEN REGARDED AS A MYSTERIOUS DISTRICT OF ERIN. THIS MAGIC MIST ENCLOSING A MARVELOUS DWELLING OCCURS IN MANY OTHER TALES, AND IT WAS IN A MIST THAT THE TUATHA DEA CAME TO IRELAND. A CERTAIN CORRESPONDENCE TO THESE IRISH BELIEFS IS FOUND IN BRYTHONIC STORY, BUT HERE THE ELYSIUM CONCEPTION HAS BEEN INFLUENCED BY CHRISTIAN IDEAS. ELYSIUM IS CALLED ANNWFN, MEANING "AN ABYSS," "THE STATE OF THE DEAD," "HELL," AND IT IS ALSO CONCEIVED OF AS IS ELFYDD, "BENEATH THE EARTH." BUT IN THE TALES, IT BEARS NO LIKENESS TO THESE MEANINGS OF THE WORD, SAVE IN SO FAR AS IT HAS BEEN CONFUSED BY THEIR CHRISTIAN REDACTORS WITH HELL. IT IS A REGION ON THE EARTH'S SURFACE OR AN OVER- OR UNDER-SEA WORLD, IN WHICH SOME OF THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE IRISH ELYSIUM ARE FOUND--A CAULDRON, A WELL OF DRINK SWEETER THAN WINE, AND ANIMALS GREATLY DESIRED BY MORTALS, WHILE IT IS OF GREAT BEAUTY AND ITS PEOPLE ARE NOT SUBJECT TO DEATH OR DISEASE. HENCE THE NAME ANNWFN HAS PROBABLY TAKEN THE PLACE OF SOME EARLIER PAGAN TITLE OF ELYSIUM. IN THE TALE OF PWYLL, THE EARLIEST REFERENCE TO ANNWFN OCCURS. IT IS RULED BY ARAWN, AT WAR WITH HAFGAN. ARAWN OBTAINS THE HELP OF PWYLL BY EXCHANGING KINGDOMS WITH HIM FOR A YEAR, AND PWYLL DEFEATS HAFGAN. IT IS A BEAUTIFUL LAND, WHERE MERRIMENT AND FEASTING GO ON CONTINUOUSLY, AND ITS QUEEN IS OF GREAT LOVELINESS. IT HAS NO SUBTERRANEAN CHARACTER, AND IS CONCEIVED APPARENTLY AS CONTIGUOUS TO PWYLL'S KINGDOM. IN OTHER TALES IT IS THE LAND WHENCE GWYDION AND OTHERS OBTAIN VARIOUS ANIMALS. THE LATER FOLK-CONCEPTION OF THE DEMONIAC DOGS OF ANNWFN MAY BE BASED ON AN OLD MYTH OF DOGS WITH WHICH ITS KING HUNTED. THESE ARE REFERRED TO IN THE STORY OF PWYLL. ANNWFN IS ALSO THE NAME OF A LAND UNDER WAVES OR OVER SEA, CALLED ALSO CAER SIDI, "THE REVOLVING CASTLE," ABOUT WHICH "ARE OCEAN'S STREAMS." IT IS "KNOWN TO MANAWYDDAN AND PRYDERI," JUST AS THE IRISH ELYSIUM WAS RULED BY MANANNAN. ANOTHER "CAER OF DEFENSE" IS BENEATH THE WAVES. PERHAPS THE TWO IDEAS WERE INTERCHANGEABLE. THE PEOPLE OF THIS LAND ARE FREE FROM DEATH AND DISEASE, AND IN IT IS "AN ABUNDANT WELL, SWEETER THAN WHITE WINE THE DRINK IN IT." THERE ALSO IS A CAULDRON BELONGING TO THE LORD OF ANNWFN, WHICH WAS STOLEN BY ARTHUR AND HIS MEN. SUCH A CAULDRON IS THE PROPERTY OF PEOPLE BELONGING TO A WATER WORLD IN THE MABINOGION. THE DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLE OF AVALLON (LATER IDENTIFIED WITH GLASTONBURY), WHITHER ARTHUR WAS CARRIED, COMPLETES THE LIKENESS TO THE IRISH ELYSIUM. NO TEMPEST, EXCESS OF HEAT OR COLD, NOR NOXIOUS ANIMAL AFFLICTS IT; IT IS BLESSED WITH ETERNAL SPRING AND WITH FRUIT AND FLOWERS GROWING WITHOUT LABOR; IT IS THE LAND OF ETERNAL YOUTH, UNVISITED BY DEATH OR DISEASE. IT HAS A REGIA VIRGO LOVELIER THAN HER LOVELY ATTENDANTS; SHE CURED ARTHUR OF HIS WOUNDS HENCE SHE IS THE MORGEN OF OTHER TALES, AND SHE AND HER MAIDENS MAY BE IDENTIFIED WITH THE DIVINE WOMEN OF THE IRISH ISLE OF WOMEN. MORGEN IS CALLED A DEA PHANTASTICA, AND SHE MAY BE COMPARED WITH LIBAN, WHO CURED CÚCHULAINN OF HIS SICKNESS. THE IDENTIFICATION OF AVALLON WITH GLASTONBURY IS PROBABLY POST-PAGAN, AND THE NAMES APPLIED TO GLASTONBURY--AVALLON, INSULA POMONUM, INSULA VITREA--MAY BE PRIMITIVE NAMES OF ELYSIUM. WILLIAM OF MALMESBURY DERIVES INSULA POMONUM IN ITS APPLICATION TO GLASTONBURY FROM A NATIVE NAME INSULA AVALLONIÆ, WHICH HE CONNECTS WITH THE BRYTHONIC AVALLA, "APPLES," BECAUSE GLASTENIG FOUND AN APPLE TREE THERE. THE NAME MAY THUS HAVE BEEN CONNECTED WITH MARVELOUS APPLE TREES, LIKE THOSE OF THE IRISH ELYSIUM. BUT BE ALSO SUGGESTS THAT IT MAY BE DERIVED FROM THE NAME OF AVALLOC, LIVING THERE WITH HIS DAUGHTERS. AVALLOC IS EVIDENTLY THE "REX AVALLON" (AVALLACH) TO WHOSE PALACE ARTHUR WAS CARRIED AND HEALED BY THE REGIA VIRGO. HE MAY THEREFORE HAVE BEEN A MYTHIC LORD OF ELYSIUM, AND HIS DAUGHTERS WOULD CORRESPOND TO THE MAIDENS OF THE ISLE. WILLIAM ALSO DERIVES "GLASTONBURY" FROM THE NAME OF AN EPONYMOUS FOUNDER GLASTENIG, OR FROM ITS NATIVE NAME YNESUUITRON, "GLASS ISLAND." THIS NAME REAPPEARS IN CHRETIEN'S ERIC IN THE FORM "L'ISLE DE VERRE." GIRALDUS EXPLAINS THE NAME FROM THE GLASSY WATERS AROUND GLASTONBURY, BUT IT MAY BE AN EARLY NAME OF ELYSIUM. GLASS MUST HAVE APPEALED TO THE IMAGINATION OF CELT, TEUTON, AND SLAV, FOR WE HEAR OF MERLIN'S GLASS HOUSE, A GLASS FORT DISCOVERED BY ARTHUR, A GLASS TOWER ATTACKED BY THE MILESIANS, ETAIN'S GLASS GRIANAN, AND A BOAT OF GLASS WHICH CONVEYED CONNLA TO ELYSIUM. IN TEUTONIC AND SLAVONIC MYTH AND MÄRCHEN, GLASS MOUNTAINS, ON WHICH DWELL MYSTERIOUS PERSONAGES, FREQUENTLY OCCUR. THE ORIGIN OF THE CELTIC ELYSIUM BELIEF MAY BE FOUND IN UNIVERSAL MYTHS OF A GOLDEN AGE LONG AGO IN SOME DISTANT ELYSIAN REGION, WHERE MEN HAD LIVED WITH THE GODS. INTO THAT REGION BRAVE MORTALS MIGHT STILL PENETRATE, THOUGH IT WAS LOST TO MANKIND AS A WHOLE. IN SOME MYTHOLOGIES THIS ELYSIUM IS THE LAND WHITHER MEN GO AFTER DEATH. POSSIBLY THE CELTIC MYTH OF MAN'S EARLY INTERCOURSE WITH THE GODS IN A LOST REGION TOOK TWO FORMS. IN ONE IT WAS A JOYFUL SUBTERRANEAN REGION WHITHER THE CELT HOPED TO GO AFTER DEATH. IN THE OTHER IT WAS NOT RECOVERABLE, NOR WAS IT THE LAND OF THE DEAD, BUT FAVORED MORTALS MIGHT REACH IT IN LIFE. THE CELTIC ELYSIUM BELIEF, AS KNOWN THROUGH THE TALES JUST CITED, IS ALWAYS OF THIS SECOND KIND. WE SURMISE, HOWEVER, THAT THE LAND OF THE DEAD WAS A JOYOUS UNDERWORLD RULED OVER BY A GOD OF FERTILITY AND OF THE DEAD, AND FROM THAT REGION MEN HAD ORIGINALLY COME FORTH. THE LATER ASSOCIATION OF GODS WITH THE SÍD WAS A CONTINUATION OF THIS BELIEF, BUT NOW THE SÍD ARE CERTAINLY NOT A LAND OF THE DEAD, BUT ELYSIUM PURE AND SIMPLE. THERE MUST THEREFORE HAVE BEEN AT AN EARLY PERIOD A TENDENCY TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE HAPPY REGION OF THE DEAD, AND THE DISTANT ELYSIUM, IF THE TWO WERE EVER REALLY CONNECTED. THE SUBJECT IS OBSCURE, BUT IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE THAT ANOTHER ORIGIN OF THE ELYSIUM IDEA MAY BE FOUND IN THE PHENOMENON OF THE SETTING SUN: IT SUGGESTED TO THE CONTINENTAL CELTS THAT FAR OFF THERE WAS A DIVINE LAND WHERE THE SUN-GOD RESTED. WHEN THE CELTS REACHED THE COAST, THIS DIVINE WESTERN LAND WOULD NECESSARILY BE LOCATED IN A FAR-OFF ISLAND, SEEN PERHAPS ON THE HORIZON. HENCE IT WOULD ALSO BE REGARDED AS CONNECTED WITH THE SEA-GOD, MANANNAN, OR BY WHATSOEVER NAME HE WAS CALLED. THE DISTANT ELYSIUM, WHETHER ON LAND OR ACROSS THE SEA, WAS CONCEIVED IN IDENTICAL TERMS, AND HENCE ALSO WHENEVER THE HOLLOW HILLS OR SÍD WERE REGARDED AS AN ABODE OF THE GODS, THEY ALSO WERE DESCRIBED JUST AS ELYSIUM WAS. THE IDEA OF A WORLD UNDER THE WATERS IS COMMON TO MANY MYTHOLOGIES, AND, GENERALLY SPEAKING, IT ORIGINATED IN THE ANIMISTIC BELIEF THAT EVERY PART OF NATURE HAS ITS INDWELLING SPIRITS. HENCE THE SPIRITS OR GODS OF THE WATERS WERE THOUGHT OF AS DWELLING BELOW THE WATERS. TALES OF SUPERNATURAL BEINGS APPEARING OUT OF THE WATERS, THE CUSTOM OF THROWING OFFERINGS THEREIN, THE BELIEF THAT HUMAN BEINGS WERE CARRIED BELOW THE SURFACE OR COULD LIVE IN THE REGION BENEATH THE WAVES, ARE ALL CONNECTED WITH THIS ANIMISTIC IDEA. AMONG THE CELTS THIS WATER-WORLD ASSUMED MANY ASPECTS OF ELYSIUM, AND IT HAS NAMES IN COMMON WITH IT, IT IS CALLED MAG MELL. HENCE IN MANY POPULAR TALES IT IS HARDLY DIFFERENTIATED FROM THE ISLAND ELYSIUM; OVERSEA AND UNDER-WAVES ARE OFTEN SYNONYMOUS. HENCE, TOO, THE BELIEF THAT SUCH WATER-WORLDS AS I-BRESAIL, OR WELSH FAIRY-LANDS, OR SUNKEN CITIES OFF THE BRETON COAST, RISE PERIODICALLY TO THE SURFACE, AND WOULD REMAIN THERE PERMANENTLY, LIKE AN ISLAND ELYSIUM, IF SOME MORTAL WOULD FULFIL CERTAIN CONDITIONS. THE CELTIC BELIEF IN TÍR FA TONN IS CLOSELY CONNECTED WITH THE CURRENT BELIEF IN SUBMERGED TOWNS OR LANDS, FOUND IN GREATEST DETAIL ON THE BRETON COAST. HERE THERE ARE MANY SUCH LEGENDS, BUT MOST PROMINENT ARE THOSE WHICH TELL HOW THE TOWN OF IS WAS SUBMERGED BECAUSE OF THE WICKEDNESS OF ITS PEOPLE, OR OF DAHUT, ITS KING’S DAUGHTER, WHO SOMETIMES STILL SEEKS THE LOVE OF MORTALS. IT IS OCCASIONALLY SEEN BELOW THE WAVES OR EVEN ON THEIR SURFACE. ELSEWHERE IN CELTIC REGIONS SIMILAR LEGENDS, ARE FOUND, AND THE SUBMERSION IS THE RESULT OF A CURSE, OF THE BREAKING OF A TABU, OR OF NEGLECT TO COVER A SACRED WELL. PROBABLY THE TRADITION OF ACTUAL CATACLYSMS OR INROADS OF THE SEA, SUCH AS THE CELTS ENCOUNTERED ON THE COASTS OF HOLLAND, MAY ACCOUNT FOR SOME OF THESE LEGENDS, WHICH THEN MINGLED WITH MYTHS OF THE DIVINE WATER-WORLD. THE IDEA THAT ELYSIUM IS CO-EXTENSIVE WITH THIS WORLD AND HIDDEN IN A MIST IS PERHAPS CONNECTED WITH THE BELIEF IN THE MAGICAL POWERS OF THE GODS. AS THE DRUIDS COULD RAISE A MIST AT WILL, SO TOO MIGHT THE GODS, WHO THEN CREATED A TEMPORARY ELYSIUM IN IT. FROM SUCH A MIST, USUALLY ON A HILL, SUPERNATURAL BEINGS OFTEN EMERGED TO MEET MORTALS, AND IN MÄRCHEN FAIRYLAND IS SOMETIMES FOUND WITHIN A MIST. IT WAS ALREADY BELIEVED THAT PART OF THE GODS' LAND WAS NOT FAR OFF; IT WAS INVISIBLY ON OR WITHIN THE HILLS ON WHOSE SLOPES, MEN SAW THE MIST SWIRLING MYSTERIOUSLY. HENCE THE MIST MAY SIMPLY HAVE CONCEALED THE SÍD OF THE GODS. BUT THERE MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN A BELIEF THAT THIS WORLD WAS ACTUALLY INTERPENETRATED BY THE DIVINE WORLD, FOR THIS IS BELIEVED OF FAIRYLAND IN WELSH AND [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] IRISH FOLK-LORE. MEN MAY UNWITTINGLY INTERFERE WITH IT, OR HAVE IT SUDDENLY REVEALED TO THEM, OR BE CARRIED INTO IT AND MADE INVISIBLE. IN MOST OF THE TALES ELYSIUM IS A LAND WITHOUT GRIEF OR DEATH, WHERE THERE IS IMMORTAL YOUTH AND PEACE, AND EVERY KIND OF DELIGHT. BUT IN SOME, WHILE THE SENSUOUS DELIGHTS ARE STILL THE SAME, THE INHABITANTS ARE AT WAR, INVITE THE AID OF MORTALS TO OVERCOME THEIR FOES, AND ARE EVEN SLAIN IN FIGHT. STILL IN BOTH GROUPS ELYSIUM IS A LAND OF GODS AND SUPERNATURAL FOLK WHITHER MORTALS ARE INVITED BY FAVOR. IT IS NEVER THE WORLD OF THE DEAD; ITS PEOPLE ARE NOT MORTALS WHO HAVE DIED AND GONE THITHER. THE TWO CONCEPTIONS OF ELYSIUM AS A LAND OF PEACE AND DEATHLESSNESS, AND AS A LAND WHERE WAR AND DEATH MAY OCCUR, MAY BOTH BE PRIMITIVE. THE LATTER MAY HAVE BEEN FORMED BY REFLECTING BACK ON THE DIVINE WORLD THE ACTIONS OF THE WORLD OF MORTALS, AND IT WOULD ALSO BE ON A PARALLEL WITH THE CONCEPTION OF THE WORLD OF THE DEAD WHERE WARRIORS PERHAPS STILL FOUGHT, SINCE THEY WERE BURIED WITH THEIR WEAPONS. THERE WERE ALSO MYTHS OF GODS WARRING WITH EACH OTHER. BUT MEN MAY ALSO HAVE FELT THAT THE GODS WERE NOT AS THEMSELVES, THAT THEIR LAND MUST BE ONE OF PEACE AND DEATHLESSNESS. HENCE THE IDEA OF THE PEACEFUL ELYSIUM, WHICH PERHAPS FOUND MOST FAVOR WITH THE PEOPLE. MR. NUTT THOUGHT THAT THE IDEA OF A WARLIKE ELYSIUM MAY HAVE RESULTED FROM SCANDINAVIAN INFLUENCE ACTING ON EXISTING TALES OF A PEACEFUL ELYSIUM, BUT WE KNOW THAT OLD MYTHS OF DIVINE WARS ALREADY EXISTED. PERHAPS THIS CONCEPTION AROSE AMONG THE CELTS AS A WARLIKE PEOPLE, APPEALING TO THEIR WARRIOR INSTINCTS, WHILE THE PEACEFUL ELYSIUM MAY HAVE BEEN THE PRODUCT OF THE CELTS AS AN AGRICULTURAL FOLK, FOR WE HAVE SEEN THAT THE CELT WAS NOW A FIGHTER, NOW A FARMER. IN ITS PEACEFUL ASPECT ELYSIUM IS "A FAMILIAR, CULTIVATED LAND," WHERE THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH ARE PRODUCED WITHOUT LABOR, AND WHERE THERE ARE NO STORMS OR EXCESS OF HEAT OR COLD--THE FANCIES WHICH WOULD APPEAL TO A TOILING, AGRICULTURAL PEOPLE. THERE FOOD IS PRODUCED MAGICALLY, YET NATURALLY, AND IN AGRICULTURAL RITUAL MEN SOUGHT TO INCREASE THEIR FOOD SUPPLY MAGICALLY. IN THE TALES THIS PROCESS IS, SO TO SPEAK, HEIGHTENED. SOME WRITERS HAVE MAINTAINED THAT ELYSIUM IS SIMPLY THE LAND OF THE DEAD, ALTHOUGH NOTHING IN THE EXISTING TALES JUSTIFIES THIS INTERPRETATION. M. D'ARBOIS ARGUES FOR THIS VIEW, RESTING HIS THEORY MAINLY ON A PASSAGE IN THE STORY OF CONNLA, INTERPRETED BY HIM IN A WAY WHICH DOES NOT GIVE ITS REAL MEANING. THE WORDS ARE SPOKEN BY THE GODDESS TO CONNLA, AND THEIR SENSE IS--"THE EVER-LIVING ONES INVITE THEE. THOU ART A CHAMPION TO TETHRA'S PEOPLE. THEY, SEE THEE EVERY DAY IN THE ASSEMBLIES OF THY FATHERLAND, AMONG THY FAMILIAR LOVED ONES." M. D'ARBOIS ASSUMES THAT TETHRA, A FOMORIAN, IS LORD OF ELYSIUM, AND THAT AFTER HIS DEFEAT BY THE TUATHA DEA, HE, LIKE KRONOS, TOOK REFUGE THERE, AND NOW REIGNS AS LORD OF THE DEAD. BY TRANSLATING AR-DOT-CHIAT ("THEY SEE THEE," 3RD PLUR., PRES. IND.) AS "ON T'Y VERRA," HE MAINTAINS THAT CONNLA, BY GOING TO ELYSIUM, WILL BE SEEN AMONG THE GATHERINGS OF HIS DEAD KINSFOLK. BUT THE WORDS, "THOU ART A CHAMPION TO TETHRA'S PEOPLE," CANNOT BE MADE TO MEAN THAT TETHRA IS A GOD OF THE DEAD. IT MEANS SIMPLY THAT CONULA IS A MIGHTY WARRIOR, ONE OF THOSE WHOM TETHRA, A WAR-GOD, WOULD HAVE APPROVED. THE PHRASE, "TETHRA'S MIGHTY MEN," USED ELSEWHERE, IS A CONVENTIONAL ONE FOR WARRIORS. THE REST OF THE GODDESS'S WORDS IMPLY THAT THE IMMORTALS FROM AFAR, OR PERHAPS "TETHRA'S MIGHTY MEN," WARRIORS IN THIS WORLD, SEE CONNLA IN THE ASSEMBLIES OF HIS FATHERLAND IN ERIN, AMONG HIS FAMILIAR FRIENDS. DREAD DEATH AWAITS THEM, SHE HAS JUST SAID, BUT THE IMMORTALS DESIRE CONNLA TO ESCAPE THAT BY COMING TO ELYSIUM. HER WORDS DO NOT IMPLY THAT HE WILL MEET HIS DEAD ANCESTORS THERE, NOR IS SHE IN ANY SENSE A GODDESS OF DEATH. IF THE DEAD WENT TO ELYSIUM, THERE WOULD BE LITTLE NEED FOR INVITING A LIVING PERSON TO GO THERE. HAD CONNLA'S DEAD ANCESTORS OR TETHRA'S PEOPLE (WARRIORS) BEEN IN ELYSIUM, THIS WOULD CONTRADICT THE PICTURE DRAWN BY THE GODDESS OF THE LAND WHITHER SHE DESIRES HIM TO GO--A LAND OF WOMEN, NOT OF MEN. MOREOVER, THE RULERS OF ELYSIUM ARE ALWAYS MEMBERS OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN OR THE SÍD-FOLK, NEVER A FOMORIAN LIKE TETHRA. M. D'ARBOIS ALSO ASSUMES THAT "SPAIN" IN NENNIUS' ACCOUNT OF THE IRISH INVASIONS AND IN IRISH TEXTS MEANS THE LAND OF THE DEAD, AND THAT IT WAS INTRODUCED IN PLACE OF SOME SUCH TITLE AS MAG MÓR OR MAG MELL BY "THE EUHEMERISING PROCESS OF THE IRISH CHRISTIANS." BUT IN OTHER DOCUMENTS PENNED BY IRISH CHRISTIANS THESE AND OTHER PAGAN TITLES OF ELYSIUM REMAIN UNCHANGED. NOR IS THERE THE SLIGHTEST PROOF THAT THE WORDS USED BY TUAN MACCARAILL ABOUT THE INVADERS OF IRELAND, "THEY ALL DIED," WERE RENDERED IN AN ORIGINAL TEXT, NOW LOST ACCORDING TO M. D'ARBOIS, "THEY SET SAIL FOR MAG MÓR OR MAG MELL," A FORMULA IN WHICH NENNIUS SAW INDICATIONS OF A RETURN TO SPAIN. SPAIN, IN THIS HYPOTHETICAL TEXT, WAS THE LAND OF THE DEAD OR ELYSIUM, WHENCE THE INVADERS CAME. THIS "LOST ORIGINAL" EXISTS IN M. D'ARBOIS IMAGINATION, AND THERE IS NOT THE SLIGHTEST EVIDENCE FOR THESE ALTERATIONS. ONCE, INDEED, TAILTIU IS CALLED DAUGHTER OF MAGH MÓR, KING OF SPAIN, BUT HERE A PERSON, NOT A PLACE, IS SPOKEN OF. SIR JOHN RHŶS ACCEPTS THE IDENTIFICATION OF SPAIN WITH ELYSIUM AS THE LAND OF THE DEAD, AND FINDS IN EVERY REFERENCE TO SPAIN A REFERENCE TO THE OTHER-WORLD, WHICH HE REGARDS AS A REGION RULED BY "DARK DIVINITIES." BUT NEITHER THE LORDS OF ELYSIUM NOR THE CELTIC DISPATER WERE DARK OR GLOOMY DEITIES, AND THE LAND OF THE DEAD WAS CERTAINLY NOT A LAND OF DARKNESS ANY MORE THAN ELYSIUM. THE NUMEROUS REFERENCES TO SPAIN PROBABLY POINT TO OLD TRADITIONS REGARDING A CONNECTION BETWEEN SPAIN AND IRELAND IN EARLY TIMES, BOTH COMMERCIAL AND SOCIAL, AND IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE THAT GOIDELIC INVADERS DID REACH IRELAND FROM SPAIN. EARLY MAPS AND GEOGRAPHERS MAKE IRELAND AND SPAIN CONTIGUOUS; HENCE IN AN IRISH TALE IRELAND IS VISIBLE FROM SPAIN, AND THIS GEOGRAPHICAL ERROR WOULD STRENGTHEN EXISTING TRADITIONS. "SPAIN" WAS USED VAGUELY, BUT IT DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE MEANT ELYSIUM OR THE LAND OF THE DEAD. IF IT DID, IT IS STRANGE THAT THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN ARE NEVER BROUGHT INTO CONNECTION WITH IT. ONE OF THE MOST MARKED CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CELTIC ELYSIUM IS ITS DEATHLESSNESS. IT IS "THE LAND OF THE LIVING" OR OF "THE EVER-LIVING ONES," AND OF ETERNAL YOUTH. MOST PRIMITIVE RACES BELIEVE THAT DEATH IS AN ACCIDENT BEFALLING MEN WHO ARE NATURALLY IMMORTAL; HENCE FREEDOM FROM SUCH AN ACCIDENT NATURALLY CHARACTERIZES THE PEOPLE OF THE DIVINE LAND. BUT, AS IN OTHER MYTHOLOGIES, THAT IMMORTALITY IS MORE OR LESS DEPENDENT ON THE EATING OR DRINKING OF SOME FOOD OR DRINK OF IMMORTALITY. MANANNAN HAD IMMORTAL SWINE, WHICH, KILLED ONE DAY, CAME ALIVE NEXT DAY, AND WITH THEIR FLESH HE MADE THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN IMMORTAL. IMMORTALITY WAS ALSO CONFERRED BY THE DRINKING OF GOIBNIU'S ALE, WHICH, EITHER BY ITSELF OR WITH THE FLESH OF SWINE, FORMED HIS IMMORTAL FEAST. THE FOOD OF ELYSIUM WAS INEXHAUSTIBLE, AND WHOEVER ATE IT FOUND IT TO POSSESS THAT TASTE WHICH HE PREFERRED. THE FRUIT OF CERTAIN TREES IN ELYSIUM WAS ALSO BELIEVED TO CONFER IMMORTALITY AND OTHER QUALITIES. LAEG SAW ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY TREES GROWING IN MAG MELL; THEIR NUTS FED THREE HUNDRED PEOPLE. THE APPLE GIVEN BY THE GODDESS TO CONNLA WAS INEXHAUSTIBLE, AND HE WAS STILL EATING IT WITH HER WHEN TEIGUE, SON OF CIAN, VISITED ELYSIUM. "WHEN ONCE THEY HAD PARTAKEN OF IT, NOR AGE NOR DIMNESS COULD. AFFECT THEM." APPLES, CRIMSON NUTS, AND ROWAN BERRIES ARE SPECIFICALLY SAID TO BE THE FOOD OF THE GODS IN THE TALE OF DIARMAID AND GRAINNE. THROUGH CARELESSNESS ONE OF THE BERRIES WAS DROPPED ON EARTH, AND FROM IT GREW A TREE, THE BERRIES OF WHICH HAD THE EFFECT OF WINE OR MEAD, AND THREE OF THEM EATEN BY A MAN OF A HUNDRED YEARS MADE HIM YOUTHFUL. IT WAS GUARDED BY A GIANT. A SIMILAR TREE GROWING ON EARTH--A ROWAN GUARDED BY A DRAGON, IS FOUND IN THE TALE OF FRAOCH, WHO WAS BIDDEN TO BRING A BRANCH OF IT TO AILILL. ITS BERRIES HAD THE VIRTUE OF NINE MEALS; THEY HEALED THE WOUNDED, AND ADDED A YEAR TO A MAN'S LIFE. AT THE WELLS WHICH WERE THE SOURCE OF IRISH RIVERS WERE SUPPOSED TO GROW HAZEL-TREES WITH CRIMSON NUTS, WHICH FELL INTO THE WATER AND WERE EATEN BY SALMON. IF THESE WERE CAUGHT AND EATEN, THE EATER OBTAINED WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE. THESE WELLS WERE IN ERIN, BUT IN SOME INSTANCES THE WELL WITH ITS HAZELS AND SALMON IS IN THE OTHER-WORLD, AND IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE CRIMSON NUTS ARE THE SAME AS THE FOOD OF THE GODS IN DIARMAID AND GRAINNE. WHY SHOULD IMMORTALITY BE DEPENDENT ON THE EATING OF CERTAIN FOODS? MOST OF MAN'S IRRATIONAL IDEAS HAVE SOME REASON IN THEM, AND PROBABLY MAN'S KNOWLEDGE THAT WITHOUT FOOD LIFE WOULD COME TO AN END, JOINED TO HIS IDEA OF DEATHLESSNESS, LED HIM TO BELIEVE THAT THERE WAS A CERTAIN FOOD WHICH PRODUCED IMMORTALITY JUST AS ORDINARY FOOD SUPPORTED LIFE. ON IT, GODS AND DEATHLESS BEINGS WERE FED. SIMILARLY, AS WATER CLEANSED AND INVIGORATED, IT WAS THOUGHT THAT SOME SPECIAL KIND OF WATER HAD THESE POWERS IN A MARVELOUS DEGREE. HENCE AROSE THE TALES OF THE FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH AND THE BELIEF IN HEALING WELLS. FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE NOURISHING POWER OF FOOD, SPRANG THE IDEA THAT SOME FOOD CONFERRED THE QUALITIES INHERENT IN IT, THE FLESH OF DIVINE ANIMALS EATEN SACRAMENTALLY, AND THAT GODS OBTAINED THEIR IMMORTALITY FROM EATING OR DRINKING. THIS IDEA IS WIDESPREAD. THE BABYLONIAN GODS HAD FOOD AND WATER OF LIFE; EGYPTIAN MYTH SPOKE OF THE BREAD AND BEER OF ETERNITY WHICH NOURISHED THE GODS; THE HINDUS AND IRANIANS KNEW OF THE DIVINE SOMA OR HAOMA; AND IN SCANDINAVIAN MYTH THE GODS RENEWED THEIR YOUTH BY TASTING IDUNA'S GOLDEN APPLES. IN CELTIC ELYSIUM TALES, THE FRUIT OF A TREE IS MOST USUALLY THE FOOD OF IMMORTALITY. THE FRUIT NEVER DIMINISHES AND ALWAYS SATISFIES, AND IT IS THE FOOD OF THE GODS. WHEN EATEN BY MORTALS IT CONFERS IMMORTALITY UPON THEM; IN OTHER WORDS, IT MAKES THEM OF LIKE NATURE TO THE GODS, AND THIS IS DOUBTLESS DERIVED FROM THE WIDESPREAD IDEA THAT THE EATING OF FOOD GIVEN BY A STRANGER MAKES A MAN OF ONE KIN WITH HIM. HENCE TO EAT THE FOOD OF GODS, FAIRIES, OR OF THE DEAD, BINDS THE MORTAL TO THEM AND HE CANNOT LEAVE THEIR LAND. THIS MIGHT BE ILLUSTRATED FROM A WIDE RANGE OF MYTH AND FOLK-BELIEF. WHEN CONNLA ATE THE APPLE HE AT ONCE DESIRED TO GO TO ELYSIUM, AND HE COULD NOT LEAVE IT ONCE HE WAS THERE; HE HAD BECOME AKIN TO ITS PEOPLE. IN THE STORIES OF BRAN AND OISIN, THEY ARE NOT SAID TO HAVE EATEN SUCH FRUIT, BUT THE PRIMITIVE FORM OF THE TALES MAY HAVE CONTAINED THIS INCIDENT, AND THIS WOULD EXPLAIN WHY THEY COULD NOT SET FOOT ON EARTH UNSCATHED, AND WHY BRAN AND HIS FOLLOWERS, OR, IN THE TALE OF FIACHNA, LOEGAIRE AND HIS MEN WHO HAD DRUNK THE ALE OF ELYSIUM, RETURNED THITHER. IN OTHER TALES, IT IS TRUE, THOSE WHO EAT FOOD IN ELYSIUM CAN RETURN TO EARTH--CORMAC AND CÚCHULAINN; BUT HAD WE THE PRIMITIVE FORM OF THESE TALES WE SHOULD PROBABLY FIND THAT THEY HAD REFRAINED FROM EATING. THE INCIDENT OF THE FRUIT GIVEN BY AN IMMORTAL TO A MORTAL MAY HAVE BORROWED SOMETHING FROM THE WIDE FOLK-CUSTOM OF THE PRESENTATION OF AN APPLE AS A GAGE OF LOVE OR AS A PART OF THE MARRIAGE RITE. ITS ACCEPTANCE DENOTES WILLINGNESS TO ENTER UPON BETROTHAL OR MARRIAGE. BUT AS IN THE ROMAN RITE OF CONFARREATIO WITH ITS SAVAGE PARALLELS, THE UNDERLYING IDEA IS PROBABLY THAT WHICH HAS JUST BEEN CONSIDERED, NAMELY, THAT THE GIVING AND ACCEPTANCE OF FOOD PRODUCES THE BOND OF KINSHIP. AS VARIOUS NUTS AND FRUITS WERE PRIZED IN IRELAND AS FOOD, AND WERE PERHAPS USED IN SOME CASES TO PRODUCE AN INTOXICANT, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE TREES OF ELYSIUM WERE, PRIMARILY, A MAGNIFIED FORM OF EARTHLY TREES. BUT ALL SUCH TREES WERE DOUBTLESS OBJECTS OF A CULT BEFORE THEIR PRODUCE WAS GENERALLY EATEN; THEY WERE FIRST SACRED OR TOTEM-TREES, AND THEIR FOOD EATEN ONLY OCCASIONALLY AND SACRAMENTALLY. IF SO, THIS WOULD EXPLAIN WHY THEY GREW IN ELYSIUM AND THEIR FRUIT WAS THE FOOD OF THE GODS. FOR WHATEVER MAN EATS OR DRINKS IS GENERALLY SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN FIRST EATEN AND DRUNK BY THE GODS, LIKE THE SOMA. BUT, GROWING IN ELYSIUM, THESE TREES, LIKE THE TREES OF MOST MYTHS OF ELYSIUM, ARE FAR MORE MARVELOUS THAN ANY KNOWN, ON EARTH. THEY HAVE BRANCHES OF SILVER AND GOLDEN APPLES; THEY HAVE MAGICAL SUPPLIES OF FRUIT, THEY PRODUCE WONDERFUL MUSIC WHICH SOMETIMES CAUSES SLEEP OR OBLIVION, AND BIRDS PERCH IN THEIR BRANCHES AND WARBLE MELODY "SUCH THAT THE SICK WOULD SLEEP TO IT." IT SHOULD BE NOTED ALSO THAT, AS MISS HULL POINTS OUT, IN SOME TALES THE BRANCH OF A DIVINE TREE BECOMES A TALISMAN LEADING THE MORTAL TO ELYSIUM; IN THIS RESEMBLING THE GOLDEN BOUGH PLUCKED BY ÆNEAS BEFORE VISITING THE UNDERWORLD. THIS, HOWEVER, IS NOT THE FUNDAMENTAL CHARACTERISTIC OF THE TREE, IN IRISH STORY. POSSIBLY, AS MR. A. B. COOK MAINTAINS, THE BRANCH GIVING ENTRANCE TO ELYSIUM IS DERIVED FROM THE BRANCH BORNE BY EARLY CELTIC KINGS OF THE WOOD, WHILE THE TREE IS AN IMAGINATIVE FORM OF THOSE WHICH INCARNATED A VEGETATION SPIRIT. BE THIS AS IT MAY, IT IS RATHER THE FRUIT EATEN BY THE MORTAL WHICH BINDS HIM TO THE IMMORTAL LAND. THE INHABITANTS OF ELYSIUM ARE NOT ONLY IMMORTAL, BUT ALSO INVISIBLE AT WILL. THEY MAKE THEMSELVES VISIBLE TO ONE PERSON ONLY OUT OF MANY PRESENT, WITH HIM. CONNLA ALONE SEES THE GODDESS, INVISIBLE TO HIS FATHER AND THE DRUID. MANANNAN IS VISIBLE TO BRAN, BUT THERE ARE MANY NEAR THE HERO WHOM HE DOES NOT SEE; AND WHEN THE SAME GOD COMES TO FAND, HE IS INVISIBLE TO CÚCHULAINN AND THOSE WITH HIM. SO MIDER SAYS TO ETAIN, "WE BEHOLD, AND ARE NOT BEHELD." OCCASIONALLY, TOO, THE PEOPLE OF ELYSIUM HAVE THE POWER OF SHAPE-SHIFTING--FAND AND LIBAN APPEAR TO CÚCHULAINN AS BIRDS. THE HAZEL OF KNOWLEDGE CONNECTS WISDOM WITH THE GODS' WORLD, AND IN CELTIC BELIEF GENERALLY CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE WERE SUPPOSED TO HAVE COME FROM THE GODS. THE THINGS OF THEIR LAND WERE COVETED BY MEN, AND OFTEN STOLEN THENCE BY THEM. IN WELSH AND IRISH TALES, OFTEN WITH REFERENCE TO THE OTHER-WORLD, A MAGICAL CAULDRON HAS A PROMINENT PLACE. DAGDA POSSESSED SUCH A CAULDRON AND IT WAS INEXHAUSTIBLE, AND A VAT OF INEXHAUSTIBLE MEAD IS DESCRIBED IN THE STORY OF CÚCHULAINN'S SICKNESS. WHATEVER WAS PUT INTO SUCH CAULDRONS SATISFIED ALL, NO MATTER HOW NUMEROUS THEY MIGHT BE. CÚCHULAINN OBTAINED ONE FROM THE DAUGHTER OF THE KING OF SCATH, AND ALSO CARRIED OFF THE KING’S THREE COWS. IN AN ANALOGOUS STORY, HE STOLE FROM CÚROI, BY THE CONNIVANCE OF HIS WIFE BLÁTHNAT, HER FATHER MIDER'S CAULDRON, THREE COWS, AND THE WOMAN HERSELF. BUT IN ANOTHER VERSION CÚCHULAINN AND CUROI GO TO MIDER'S STRONGHOLD IN THE ISLE OF FALGA (ELYSIUM), AND STEAL CAULDRON, COWS, AND BLÁTHNAT. THESE WERE TAKEN FROM CÚCHULAINN BY CÚDROI HENCE HIS REVENGE, AS IN THE PREVIOUS TALE. THUS, THE THEFT WAS FROM ELYSIUM. IN THE WELSH POEM "THE SPOILS OF ANNWFN," ARTHUR STOLE A CAULDRON FROM ANNWFN. ITS RIM WAS ENCRUSTED WITH PEARLS, VOICES ISSUED FROM IT, IT WAS KEPT BOILING BY THE BREATH OF NINE MAIDENS, AND IT WOULD NOT BOIL A COWARD'S FOOD. AS HAS BEEN SEEN FROM THE STORY OF GWION, HE WAS SET TO WATCH A CAULDRON WHICH MUST BOIL UNTIL IT YIELDED "THREE DROPS OF THE GRACE OF INSPIRATION." IT BELONGED TO TEGID VOEL AND CERRIDWEN, DIVINE RULERS OF A LAND UNDER THE WATERS. IN THE MABINOGI OF BRANWEN, HER BROTHER BRAN RECEIVED A CAULDRON FROM TWO BEINGS, A MAN AND A HUGE WOMAN, WHO CAME FROM A LAKE. THIS CAULDRON WAS GIVEN BY HIM TO THE KING OF ERIN, AND IT HAD THE PROPERTY OF RESTORING TO LIFE THE SLAIN WHO WERE PLACED IN IT. THE THREE PROPERTIES OF THE CAULDRON--INEXHAUSTIBILITY, INSPIRATION, AND REGENERATION--MAY BE SUMMED UP IN ONE WORD, FERTILITY, AND IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT THE GOD WITH WHOM SUCH A CAULDRON WAS ASSOCIATED, DAGDA, WAS A GOD OF FERTILITY. BUT WE HAVE JUST SEEN IT ASSOCIATED, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, WITH GODDESSES--CERRIDWEN, BRANWEN, THE WOMAN FROM THE LAKE--AND PERHAPS THIS MAY POINT TO AN EARLIER CULT OF GODDESSES OF FERTILITY, LATER TRANSFERRED TO GODS. IN THIS LIGHT THE CAULDRON'S POWER OF RESTORING TO LIFE IS SIGNIFICANT, SINCE IN EARLY BELIEF LIFE IS ASSOCIATED WITH WHAT IS FEMININE. WOMAN AS THE FRUITFUL MOTHER SUGGESTED THAT THE EARTH, WHICH PRODUCED AND NOURISHED, WAS ALSO FEMALE. HENCE AROSE THE CULT OF THE EARTH-MOTHER WHO WAS OFTEN ALSO A GODDESS OF LOVE AS WELL AS OF FERTILITY. CERRIDWEN, IN ALL PROBABILITY, WAS A GODDESS OF FERTILITY, AND BRANWEN A GODDESS OF LOVE. THE CULT OF FERTILITY WAS USUALLY ASSOCIATED WITH ORGIASTIC AND INDISCRIMINATE LOVE-MAKING, AND IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE CAULDRON, LIKE THE HINDU YONI, WAS A SYMBOL OF FERTILITY. AGAIN, THE SLAUGHTER AND COOKING OF ANIMALS WAS USUALLY REGARDED AS A SACRED ACT IN PRIMITIVE LIFE. THE ANIMALS WERE COOKED IN ENORMOUS CAULDRONS, WHICH WERE FOUND AS AN INVARIABLE PART OF THE FURNITURE OF EVERY CELTIC HOUSE. THE QUANTITIES OF MEAT WHICH THEY CONTAINED MAY HAVE SUGGESTED INEXHAUSTIBILITY TO PEOPLE TO WHOM THE CAULDRON WAS ALREADY A SYMBOL OF FERTILITY. THUS, THE SYMBOLIC CAULDRON OF A FERTILITY CULT WAS MERGED WITH THE CAULDRON USED IN THE RELIGIOUS SLAUGHTER AND COOKING OF ANIMAL FOOD. THE CAULDRON WAS ALSO USED IN RITUAL. THE CIMRI SLAUGHTERED HUMAN VICTIMS OVER A CAULDRON AND FILLED IT WITH THEIR BLOOD; VICTIMS SACRIFICED TO TEUTATES WERE SUFFOCATED IN A VAT (SEMICUPIUM); AND IN IRELAND "A CAULDRON OF TRUTH" WAS USED IN THE ORDEAL OF BOILING WATER. LIKE THE FOOD OF MEN WHICH WAS REGARDED AS THE FOOD OF THE GODS, THE CAULDRON OF THIS WORLD BECAME THE MARVELOUS CAULDRON OF THE OTHER-WORLD, AND AS IT THEN BECAME NECESSARY TO EXPLAIN THE ORIGIN OF SUCH CAULDRONS ON EARTH, MYTHS AROSE, TELLING HOW THEY HAD BEEN STOLEN FROM THE DIVINE LAND BY ADVENTUROUS HEROES, CÚCHULAINN, ARTHUR, ETC. IN OTHER INSTANCES, THE CAULDRON IS REPLACED BY A MAGIC VESSEL OR CUP STOLEN FROM SUPERNATURAL BEINGS BY HEROES OF THE FIONN SAGA OR OF MÄRCHEN. HERE, TOO, IT MAY BE NOTED THAT THE GRAAL OF ARTHURIAN ROMANCE HAS AFFINITIES WITH THE CELTIC CAULDRON. IN THE CONTE DU GRAAL OF PSEUDO-CHRÉTIEN, A CUP COMES IN OF ITSELF AND SERVES ALL PRESENT WITH FOOD. THIS IS A SIMPLE CONCEPTION OF THE GRAAL, BUT IN OTHER POEMS ITS MAGICAL AND SACROSANCT CHARACTER IS HEIGHTENED. IT SUPPLIES THE FOOD WHICH THE EATER PREFERS, IT GIVES IMMORTAL YOUTH AND IMMUNITY FROM WOUNDS. IN THESE RESPECTS, IT PRESENTS AN UNMISTAKABLE LIKENESS TO THE CAULDRON OF CELTIC MYTH. BUT, AGAIN, IT WAS THE VESSEL IN WHICH CHRIST HAD INSTITUTED THE BLESSED SACRAMENT; IT CONTAINED HIS BLOOD; AND IT HAD BEEN GIVEN BY OUR LORD TO JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA. THUS, IN THE GRAAL THERE WAS A FUSION OF THE MAGIC CAULDRON OF CELTIC PAGANISM AND THE SACRED CHALICE OF CHRISTIANITY, WITH THE PRODUCT MADE MYSTIC AND GLORIOUS IN A MOST WONDERFUL MANNER. THE STORY OF THE GRAAL BECAME IMMENSELY POPULAR, AND, DEEPENING IN ETHICAL, MYSTICAL, AND ROMANTIC IMPORT AS TIME WENT ON, WAS TAKEN UP BY ONE POET AFTER ANOTHER, WHO "USED IT AS A TYPE OF THE LOFTIEST GOAL OF MAN'S EFFORT." IN OTHER WAYS MYTH TOLD HOW THE GIFTS OF CIVILIZATION CAME FROM THE GODS' WORLD. WHEN MAN CAME TO DOMESTICATE ANIMALS, IT WAS BELIEVED IN COURSE OF TIME THAT THE KNOWLEDGE OF DOMESTICATION OR, MORE USUALLY, THE ANIMALS THEMSELVES HAD COME FROM THE GODS, ONLY, IN THIS CASE, THE ANIMALS WERE OF A MAGICAL, SUPERNATURAL KIND. SUCH A BELIEF UNDERLIES THE STORIES IN WHICH CÚCHULAINN STEALS COWS FROM THEIR DIVINE OWNERS. IN OTHER INSTANCES, HEROES WHO OBTAIN A WIFE FROM THE SÍD-FOLK, OBTAIN ALSO CATTLE FROM THE SÍD. AS HAS BEEN SEEN, THE SWINE GIVEN TOO PRYDERI BY ARAWN, KING OF ANNWFN, AND HITHERTO UNKNOWN TO MAN, ARE STOLEN FROM HIM BY GWYDION, PRYDERI BEING SON OF PWYLL, A TEMPORARY KING OF ANNWFN, AND IN ALL PROBABILITY BOTH WERE LORDS OF ELYSIUM. THE THEFT, IN THE ORIGINAL FORM OF THE MYTH, MUST THUS HAVE BEEN FROM ELYSIUM, THOUGH WE HAVE A HINT IN "THE SPOILS OF ANNWFN" THAT GWYDION (GWEIR) WAS UNSUCCESSFUL AND WAS IMPRISONED IN ANNWFN, TO WHICH IMPRISONMENT THE LATER BLENDING OF ANNWFN WITH HELL GAVE A DOLEFUL ASPECT. IN A LATE WELSH MS., A WHITE ROEBUCK AND A PUPPY (OR, IN THE TRIADS, A BITCH, A ROEBUCK, AND A LAPWING) WERE STOLEN BY AMÆTHON FROM ANNWFN, AND THE STORY PRESENTS ARCHAIC FEATURES. IN SOME OF THESE TALES THE ANIMALS ARE TRANSFERRED TO EARTH BY A DIVINE OR SEMI-DIVINE BEING, IN WHOM WE MAY SEE AN EARLY CELTIC CULTURE-HERO. THE TALES ARE ATTENUATED FORMS OF OLDER MYTHS WHICH SHOWED HOW ALL DOMESTIC ANIMALS WERE AT FIRST THE PROPERTY OF THE GODS, AND AN ECHO OF THESE IS STILL HEARD IN MÄRCHEN DESCRIBING THE THEFT OF CATTLE FROM FAIRYLAND. IN THE MOST PRIMITIVE FORM OF THE TALES THE THEFT WAS DOUBTLESS FROM THE UNDERWORLD OF GODS OF FERTILITY, THE PLACE WHITHER THE DEAD WENT. BUT WITH THE RISE OF MYTHS TELLING OF A DISTANT ELYSIUM, IT WAS INEVITABLE THAT SOME TALES SHOULD CONNECT THE ANIMALS AND THE THEFT WITH THAT FAR-OFF LAND. SO FAR AS THE IRISH AND WELSH TALES ARE CONCERNED, THE THEFTS SEEM MAINLY TO BE FROM ELYSIUM. LOVE-MAKING HAS A LARGE PLACE IN THE ELYSIUM TALES. GODDESSES SEEK THE LOVE OF MORTALS, AND THE MORTAL DESIRES TO VISIT ELYSIUM BECAUSE OF THEIR ENTICEMENTS. BUT THE LOVE-MAKING OF ELYSIUM IS "WITHOUT SIN, WITHOUT CRIME," AND THIS PHRASE MAY PERHAPS SUGGEST THE EXISTENCE OF RITUAL SEX-UNIONS AT STATED TIMES FOR MAGICAL INFLUENCE UPON THE FERTILITY OF THE EARTH, THESE UNIONS NOT BEING REGARDED AS IMMORAL, EVEN WHEN THEY TRESPASSED ON CUSTOMARY TRIBAL LAW. IN SOME OF THE STORIES ELYSIUM IS COMPOSED OF MANY ISLANDS, ONE OF WHICH IS THE "ISLAND OF WOMEN." THESE WOMEN AND THEIR QUEEN GIVE THEIR FAVORS TO BRAN AND HIS MEN OR TO MAELDUIN AND HIS COMPANY. SIMILAR "ISLANDS OF WOMEN" OCCUR IN MÄRCHEN, STILL CURRENT AMONG CELTIC PEOPLES, AND ACTUAL ISLANDS WERE OR STILL ARE CALLED BY THAT NAME--EIGG AND GROAGEZ OFF THE BRETON COAST. SIMILAR ISLANDS OF WOMEN ARE KNOWN TO CHINESE, JAPANESE, AND AINU FOLK-LORE, TO GREEK MYTHOLOGY (CIRCE'S AND CALYPSO'S ISLANDS), AND TO ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CONCEPTIONS OF THE FUTURE LIFE. THEY WERE ALSO KNOWN ELSEWHERE, AND WE MAY THEREFORE ASSUME THAT IN DESCRIBING SUCH AN ISLAND AS PART OF ELYSIUM, THE CELTS WERE USING SOMETHING COMMON TO UNIVERSAL FOLK-BELIEF. BUT IT MAY ALSO OWE SOMETHING TO ACTUAL CUSTOM, TO THE MEMORY OF A TIME WHEN WOMEN PERFORMED THEIR RITES IN SECLUSION, A SECLUSION PERHAPS RECALLED IN THE REFERENCES TO THE MYSTERIOUS NATURE OF THE ISLAND, ITS INACCESSIBILITY, AND ITS DISAPPEARANCE ONCE THE MORTAL LEAVES IT. TO THESE RITES, MEN MAY HAVE BEEN ADMITTED BY FAVOR, BUT PERHAPS TO THEIR DETRIMENT, BECAUSE OF THEIR TEMPORARY PARTNER'S EXTREME EROTIC MADNESS. THIS IS THE CASE IN THE CHINESE TALES OF THE ISLAND OF WOMEN, AND THIS, RATHER THAN HOME-SICKNESS, MAY EXPLAIN THE DESIRE OF BRAN, OISIN, ETC., TO LEAVE ELYSIUM. CELTIC WOMEN PERFORMED ORGIASTIC RITES, ON ISLANDS, AS HAS BEEN SEEN. ALL THIS MAY HAVE ORIGINATED THE BELIEF IN AN ISLAND OF BEAUTIFUL DIVINE WOMEN AS PART OF ELYSIUM, WHILE IT ALSO HEIGHTENED ITS SENSUOUS ASPECT. BORROWED FROM THE DELIGHT WHICH THE CELT TOOK IN MUSIC IS THE RECURRING REFERENCE TO THE MARVELOUS MUSIC WHICH SWELLED IN ELYSIUM. THERE, AS THE GODDESS SAYS TO BRAN, "THERE IS NOTHING ROUGH OR HARSH, BUT SWEET MUSIC STRIKING ON THE EAR." IT SOUNDED FROM BIRDS ON EVERY TREE, FROM THE BRANCHES OF TREES, FROM MARVELOUS STONES, AND FROM THE HARPS OF DIVINE MUSICIANS. AND THIS IS RECALLED IN THE RAVISHING MUSIC WHICH THE BELATED TRAVELER HEARS AS HE PASSES FAIRY-HAUNTED SPOTS--"WHAT PIPES AND TIMBRELS, WHAT WILD ECSTASY!" THE ROMANTIC BEAUTY OF ELYSIUM IS DESCRIBED IN THESE CELTIC TALES IN A WAY UNEQUALLED IN ALL OTHER SAGAS OR MÄRCHEN, AND IT IS INSISTED ON BY THOSE WHO COME TO LURE MORTALS THERE. THE BEAUTY OF ITS LANDSCAPES--HILLS, WHITE CLIFFS, VALLEYS, SEA AND SHORE, LAKES AND RIVERS, OF ITS TREES, ITS INHABITANTS, AND ITS BIRDS, THE CHARM OF ITS SUMMER HAZE, IS OBVIOUSLY THE PRODUCT OF THE IMAGINATION OF A PEOPLE KEENLY ALIVE TO NATURAL BEAUTY. THE OPENING LINES SUNG BY THE GODDESS TO BRAN STRIKE A NOTE WHICH SOUNDS THROUGH ALL CELTIC LITERATURE: "THERE IS A DISTANT ISLE, AROUND WHICH SEA-HORSES GLISTEN, . . .A BEAUTY OF A WONDROUS LAND, WHOSE ASPECTS ARE [SEXLESSLY] LOVELY, WHOSE VIEW IS A FAIR COUNTRY, INCOMPARABLE IN ITS HAZE. IT IS A DAY OF LASTING WEATHER, THAT SHOWERS SILVER ON THE LAND; A PURE WHITE CLIFF ON THE RANGE OF THE SEA, WHICH FROM THE SUN RECEIVES ITS HEAT." [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] SO OISIN DESCRIBES IT: "I SAW A COUNTRY ALL GREEN AND FULL OF FLOWERS, WITH BEAUTIFUL SMOOTH PLAINS, BLUE HILLS, AND LAKES AND WATERFALLS." ALL THIS AND MORE THAN THIS, IS THE REFLECTION OF NATURE AS IT IS FOUND IN CELTIC REGIONS, AND AS IT WAS SEEN BY THE EYE OF CELTIC DREAMERS, AND INTERPRETED TO A POETIC RACE BY THEM. IN IRISH ACCOUNTS OF THE SÍD, DAGDA HAS THE SUPREMACY, WRESTED LATER FROM HIM BY OENGUS, BUT GENERALLY EACH OWNER OF A SÍD IS ITS LORD. IN WELSH TRADITION ARAWN IS LORD OF ANNWFN, BUT HIS CLAIMS ARE CONTESTED BY A RIVAL, AND OTHER LORDS OF ELYSIUM ARE KNOWN. MANANNAN, A GOD OF THE SEA, APPEARS TO BE LORD OF THE IRISH ISLAND ELYSIUM WHICH IS CALLED "THE LAND OF MANANNAN," PERHAPS BECAUSE IT WAS EASY TO ASSOCIATE AN OVERSEA WORLD "AROUND WHICH SEA-HORSES GLISTEN" WITH A GOD WHOSE MYTHIC STEEDS WERE THE WAVES. BUT AS IT LAY TOWARDS THE SUNSET, AND AS SOME OF ITS ASPECTS MAY HAVE BEEN SUGGESTED BY THE GLORIES OF THE SETTING SUN, THE SUN-GOD LUG WAS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH IT, THOUGH HE HARDLY TAKES THE PLACE OF MANANNAN. MOST OF THE ASPECTS OF ELYSIUM APPEAR UNCHANGED IN LATER FOLK-BELIEF, BUT IT HAS NOW BECOME FAIRYLAND--A PLACE WITHIN HILLS, MOUNDS, OR SÍD, OF MARVELOUS BEAUTY, WITH MAGIC PROPERTIES, AND WHERE TIME LAPSES AS IN A DREAM. A WONDERFUL OVERSEA LAND IS ALSO FOUND IN MÄRCHEN AND TRADITION, AND TÍR NA N-OG IS STILL A LIVING REALITY TO THE CELT. THERE IS THE FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH, HEALING BALSAMS, LIFE-GIVING FRUITS, BEAUTIFUL WOMEN OR FAIRY FOLK. IT IS THE TRUE LAND OF HEART'S DESIRE. IN THE ELEVENTH CENTURY MSS. FROM WHICH OUR KNOWLEDGE OF ELYSIUM IS MAINLY DRAWN, BUT WHICH IMPLY A REMOTE ANTIQUITY FOR THE MATERIALS AND IDEAS OF THE TALES, THE SÍD-WORLD IS STILL THE WORLD OF DIVINE BEINGS, THOUGH THESE ARE BEGINNING TO ASSUME THE TRAITS OF FAIRIES. PROBABLY AMONG THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES THE CHANGE HAD ALREADY BEGUN TO BE MADE, AND THE LAND OF THE GODS WAS SIMPLY FAIRYLAND. IN WALES THE SAME CHANGE HAD TAKEN PLACE, AS IS SEEN BY GIRALDUS' ACCOUNT OF ELIDURUS ENTICED TO A SUBTERRANEAN FAIRYLAND BY TWO SMALL PEOPLE. SOME OF THE ELYSIUM TALES HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED BY CHRISTIAN CONCEPTIONS, AND IN A CERTAIN GROUP, THE IMRAMA OR "VOYAGES," ELYSIUM FINALLY BECOMES THE CHRISTIAN PARADISE OR HEAVEN. BUT THE ELYSIUM CONCEPTION ALSO REACTED ON CHRISTIAN IDEAS OF PARADISE. IN THE VOYAGE OF MAELDUIN, WHICH BEARS SOME RESEMBLANCE TO THE STORY OF BRAN, THE CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE IS STILL INDEFINITE, BUT IT IS MORE MARKED IN THE VOYAGE OF SNEDGUS AND MACRIAGLA. ONE ISLAND HAS BECOME A KIND OF INTERMEDIATE STATE, WHERE DWELL ENOCH AND ELIJAH, AND MANY OTHERS WAITING FOR THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. ANOTHER ISLAND RESEMBLES THE CHRISTIAN HEAVEN. BUT IN THE VOYAGE OF BRANDAN THE PAGAN ELEMENTS HAVE PRACTICALLY DISAPPEARED; THERE IS AN ISLAND OF HELL AND AN ISLAND OF PARADISE. THE ISLAND CONCEPTION IS THE LAST RELIC OF PAGANISM, BUT NOW THE VOYAGE IS UNDERTAKEN FOR THE PURPOSE OF REVENGE OR PENANCE OR PILGRIMAGE. ANOTHER SERIES OF TALES OF VISIONARY JOURNEYS TO HELL OR HEAVEN ARE PURELY CHRISTIAN, YET THE JOYS OF HEAVEN HAVE A SENSUOUS ASPECT WHICH RECALLS THOSE OF THE PAGAN ELYSIUM. IN ONE OF THESE, THE TIDINGS OF DOOMSDAY, THERE ARE TWO HELLS, AND BESIDES HEAVEN THERE IS A PLACE FOR THE BONI NON VALDE, RESEMBLING THE ISLAND OF ENOCH AND ELIJAH IN THE VOYAGE OF SNEDGUS. THE CONNECTION OF ELYSIUM WITH THE CHRISTIAN PARADISE IS SEEN IN THE TITLE TÍR TAIRNGIRI, "THE LAND OF PROMISE," WHICH IS APPLIED TO THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM OR THE LAND FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY IN EARLY GLOSSES, ON HEB. IV. 4, VI. 15, WHERE CANAAN AND THE REGNUM CÆLORUM, ARE CALLED TÍR TAIRNGIRI, AND IN A GLOSS TO 1 COR. X. 4, WHERE THE HEAVENLY LAND IS CALLED TÍR TAIRNGIRI INNAMBÉO, "THE LAND OF PROMISE OF THE LIVING ONES," THUS LIKENING IT TO THE "LAND OF THE LIVING" IN THE STORY OF CONNLA. SENSUOUS AS MANY OF THE ASPECTS OF ELYSIUM ARE, THEY HAVE YET A SPIRITUAL ASPECT WHICH MUST NOT BE OVERLOOKED. THE EMPHASIS PLACED ON ITS BEAUTY, ITS MUSIC, ITS REST AND PEACE, ITS OBLIVION, IS SPIRITUAL RATHER THAN SENSUAL, WHILE THE DWELLING OF FAVORED MORTALS THERE WITH DIVINE BEINGS IS SUGGESTIVE OF THAT UNION WITH THE DIVINE WHICH IS THE ESSENCE OF ALL RELIGION. THOUGH MEN ARE LURED TO SEEK IT, THEY DO NOT LEAVE IT, OR THEY GO BACK TO IT AFTER A BRIEF ABSENCE, AND LAEG SAYS THAT HE WOULD PREFER ELYSIUM TO THE KINGSHIP OF ALL IRELAND, AND HIS WORDS ARE ECHOED BY OTHERS. AND THE LURE OF THE GODDESS OFTEN EMPHASIZES THE FREEDOM FROM TURMOIL, GRIEF, AND THE RUDE ALARMS OF EARTHLY LIFE. THIS "SWEET AND BLESSED COUNTRY" IS DESCRIBED WITH ALL THE PASSION OF A POETICAL RACE WHO DREAMED OF PERFECT HAPPINESS, AND SAW IN THE JOY OF NATURE'S BEAUTY, THE LOVE OF WOMEN, AND THE THOUGHT OF UNBROKEN PEACE AND HARMONY, NO SMALL PART OF MAN'S TRUEST LIFE. FAVORED MORTALS HAD REACHED ELYSIUM, AND THE HOPE THAT HE, TOO, MIGHT BE SO FAVORED BUOYED UP THE CELT AS HE DREAMED OVER THIS STATE, WHICH WAS SO MUCH MORE BLISSFUL EVEN THAN THE FUTURE STATE OF THE DEAD. MANY RACES HAVE IMAGINED A HAPPY OTHER-WORLD, BUT NO OTHER RACE HAS SO FILLED IT WITH MAGIC BEAUTY, OR SO PERSISTENTLY RECURRED TO IT AS THE CELTS. THEY STOOD ON THE CLIFFS WHICH FACED THE WEST, AND AS THE PAGEANT OF SUNSET PASSED BEFORE THEM, OR AS AT MIDDAY THE LIGHT SHIMMERED ON THE FAR HORIZON AND ON SHADOWY ISLANDS, THEY GAZED WITH WISTFUL EYES AS IF TO CATCH A GLIMPSE OF ELYSIUM BEYOND THE FOUNTAINS OF THE DEEP AND THE HALLS OF THE SETTING SUN. IN ALL THIS WE SEE THE CELTIC VERSION OF A PRIMITIVE AND INSTINCTIVE HUMAN BELIEF. MAN REFUSES TO THINK THAT THE MISERY AND DISAPPOINTMENT AND STRIFE AND PAIN OF LIFE MUST ALWAYS BE HIS. HE HOPES AND BELIEVES THAT THERE IS RESERVED FOR HIM, SOMEWHERE AND AT SOME TIME, ETERNAL [SEXLESS] HAPPINESS AND ETERNAL [SEXLESS] LOVE.
MYSTICISM: PART ONE: THE MYSTIC FACT
I. THE POINT OF DEPARTURE
THE MOST HIGHLY DEVELOPED BRANCHES OF THE HUMAN FAMILY HAVE IN COMMON ONE PECULIAR CHARACTERISTIC. THEY TEND TO PRODUCE—SPORADICALLY IT IS TRUE, AND OFTEN IN THE TEETH OF ADVERSE EXTERNAL CIRCUMSTANCES—A CURIOUS AND DEFINITE TYPE OF PERSONALITY; A TYPE WHICH REFUSES TO BE SATISFIED WITH THAT WHICH OTHER MEN CALL EXPERIENCE, AND IS INCLINED, IN THE WORDS OF ITS ENEMIES, TO “DENY THE WORLD IN ORDER THAT IT MAY FIND REALITY.” WE MEET THESE PERSONS IN THE EAST AND THE WEST; IN THE ANCIENT, MEDIAEVAL, AND MODERN WORLDS. THEIR ONE PASSION APPEARS TO BE THE PROSECUTION OF A CERTAIN SPIRITUAL AND INTANGIBLE QUEST: THE FINDING OF A “WAY OUT” OR A “WAY BACK” TO SOME DESIRABLE STATE IN WHICH ALONE THEY CAN SATISFY THEIR CRAVING FOR ABSOLUTE TRUTH. THIS QUEST, FOR THEM, HAS CONSTITUTED THE WHOLE MEANING OF LIFE. THEY HAVE MADE FOR IT WITHOUT EFFORT SACRIFICES WHICH HAVE APPEARED ENORMOUS TO OTHER MEN: AND IT IS AN INDIRECT TESTIMONY TO ITS OBJECTIVE ACTUALITY, THAT WHATEVER THE PLACE OR PERIOD IN WHICH THEY HAVE ARISEN, THEIR AIMS, DOCTRINES AND METHODS HAVE BEEN SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME. THEIR EXPERIENCE, THEREFORE, FORMS A BODY OF EVIDENCE, CURIOUSLY SELF-CONSISTENT AND OFTEN MUTUALLY EXPLANATORY, WHICH MUST BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT BEFORE WE CAN ADD UP THE SUM OF THE ENERGIES AND POTENTIALITIES OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT, OR REASONABLY SPECULATE ON ITS RELATIONS TO THE UNKNOWN WORLD WHICH LIES OUTSIDE THE BOUNDARIES OF SENSE. ALL MEN, AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER, HAVE FALLEN IN LOVE WITH THE VEILED ISIS WHOM THEY CALL TRUTH. WITH MOST, THIS HAS BEEN A PASSING PASSION: THEY HAVE EARLY SEEN ITS HOPELESSNESS AND TURNED TO MORE PRACTICAL THINGS. BUT OTHERS REMAIN ALL THEIR LIVES THE DEVOUT LOVERS OF REALITY: THOUGH THE MANNER OF THEIR LOVE, THE P. 4 VISION WHICH THEY MAKE TO THEMSELVES OF THE BELOVED OBJECT VARIES ENORMOUSLY. SOME SEE TRUTH AS DANTE SAW BEATRICE: AN ADORABLE YET INTANGIBLE FIGURE, FOUND IN THIS WORLD YET REVEALING THE NEXT. TO OTHERS SHE SEEMS RATHER AN EVIL BUT AN IRRESISTIBLE ENCHANTRESS: ENTICING, DEMANDING PAYMENT AND BETRAYING HER LOVER AT THE LAST. SOME HAVE SEEN HER IN A TEST TUBE, AND SOME IN A POET’S DREAM: SOME BEFORE THE ALTAR, OTHERS IN THE SLIME. THE EXTREME PRAGMATISTS HAVE EVEN SOUGHT HER IN THE KITCHEN; DECLARING THAT SHE MAY BEST BE RECOGNIZED BY HER UTILITY. LAST STAGE OF ALL, THE PHILOSOPHIC SCEPTIC HAS COMFORTED AN UNSUCCESSFUL COURTSHIP BY ASSURING HIMSELF THAT HIS MISTRESS IS NOT REALLY THERE. UNDER WHATSOEVER SYMBOLS THEY HAVE OBJECTIFIED THEIR QUEST, NONE OF THESE SEEKERS HAVE EVER BEEN ABLE TO ASSURE THE WORLD THAT THEY HAVE FOUND, SEEN FACE TO FACE, THE REALITY BEHIND THE VEIL. BUT IF WE MAY TRUST THE REPORTS OF THE MYSTICS—AND THEY ARE REPORTS GIVEN WITH A STRANGE ACCENT OF CERTAINTY AND GOOD FAITH—THEY HAVE SUCCEEDED WHERE ALL THESE OTHERS HAVE FAILED, IN ESTABLISHING IMMEDIATE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE SPIRIT OF MAN, ENTANGLED AS THEY DECLARE AMONGST MATERIAL THINGS, AND THAT “ONLY REALITY,” THAT IMMATERIAL AND FINAL BEING, WHICH SOME PHILOSOPHERS CALL THE ABSOLUTE, AND MOST THEOLOGIANS CALL GOD. THIS, THEY SAY—AND HERE MANY WHO ARE NOT MYSTICS AGREE WITH THEM—IS THE HIDDEN TRUTH WHICH IS THE OBJECT OF MAN’S CRAVING; THE ONLY SATISFYING GOAL OF HIS QUEST. HENCE, THEY SHOULD CLAIM FROM US THE SAME ATTENTION THAT WE GIVE TO OTHER EXPLORERS OF COUNTRIES IN WHICH WE ARE NOT COMPETENT TO ADVENTURE OURSELVES; FOR THE MYSTICS ARE THE PIONEERS OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, AND WE HAVE NO RIGHT TO DENY VALIDITY TO THEIR DISCOVERIES, MERELY BECAUSE WE LACK THE OPPORTUNITY OR THE COURAGE NECESSARY TO THOSE WHO WOULD PROSECUTE SUCH EXPLORATIONS FOR THEMSELVES. IT IS THE OBJECT OF THIS BOOK TO ATTEMPT A DESCRIPTION, AND ALSO—THOUGH THIS IS NEEDLESS FOR THOSE WHO READ THAT DESCRIPTION IN GOOD FAITH—A JUSTIFICATION OF THESE EXPERIENCES AND THE CONCLUSIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN DRAWN FROM THEM. SO REMOTE, HOWEVER, ARE THESE MATTERS FROM OUR ORDINARY HABITS OF THOUGHT, THAT THEIR INVESTIGATION ENTAILS, IN THOSE WHO WOULD ATTEMPT TO UNDERSTAND THEM, A DEFINITE PREPARATION: A PURGING OF THE INTELLECT. AS WITH THOSE WHO CAME OF OLD TO THE MYSTERIES, PURIFICATION IS HERE THE GATE OF KNOWLEDGE. WE MUST COME TO THIS ENCOUNTER WITH MINDS CLEARED OF PREJUDICE AND CONVENTION, MUST DELIBERATELY BREAK WITH OUR INVETERATE HABIT OF TAKING THE “VISIBLE WORLD” FOR GRANTED; OUR LAZY ASSUMPTION THAT SOMEHOW SCIENCE IS “REAL” AND METAPHYSICS IS NOT. WE MUST PULL DOWN OUR OWN CARD HOUSES—DESCEND, AS THE MYSTICS SAY, “INTO OUR NOTHINGNESS”—AND EXAMINE FOR OURSELVES THE FOUNDATIONS OF ALL POSSIBLE HUMAN EXPERIENCE, P. 5 BEFORE WE ARE IN A POSITION TO CRITICIZE THE BUILDINGS OF THE VISIONARIES, THE POETS, AND THE SAINTS. WE MUST NOT BEGIN TO TALK OF THE UNREAL WORLD OF THESE DREAMERS UNTIL WE HAVE DISCOVERED—IF WE CAN—A REAL WORLD WITH WHICH IT MAY BE COMPARED. SUCH A CRITICISM OF REALITY IS OF COURSE THE BUSINESS OF PHILOSOPHY. I NEED HARDLY SAY THAT THIS BOOK IS NOT WRITTEN BY A PHILOSOPHER, NOR IS IT ADDRESSED TO STUDENTS OF THAT IMPERIAL SCIENCE. NEVERTHELESS, AMATEURS THOUGH WE BE, WE CANNOT REACH OUR STARTING-POINT WITHOUT TRESPASSING TO SOME EXTENT ON PHILOSOPHIC GROUND. THAT GROUND COVERS THE WHOLE AREA OF FIRST PRINCIPLES: AND IT IS TO FIRST PRINCIPLES THAT WE MUST GO, IF WE WOULD UNDERSTAND THE TRUE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MYSTIC TYPE. LET US THEN BEGIN AT THE BEGINNING: AND REMIND OURSELVES OF A FEW OF THE TRITE AND PRIMARY FACTS WHICH ALL PRACTICAL PERSONS AGREE TO IGNORE. THAT BEGINNING, FOR HUMAN THOUGHT, IS OF COURSE THE I, THE EGO, THE SELF-CONSCIOUS SUBJECT WHICH IS WRITING THIS BOOK, OR THE OTHER SELF-CONSCIOUS SUBJECT WHICH IS READING IT; AND WHICH DECLARES, IN THE TEETH OF ALL ARGUMENTS, I AM.  HERE IS A POINT AS TO WHICH WE ALL FEEL QUITE SURE. NO METAPHYSICIAN HAS YET SHAKEN THE ORDINARY INDIVIDUAL’S BELIEF IN HIS OWN EXISTENCE. THE UNCERTAINTIES ONLY BEGIN FOR MOST OF US WHEN WE ASK WHAT ELSE IS. TO THIS I, THIS CONSCIOUS SELF “IMPRISONED IN THE BODY LIKE AN OYSTER IN HIS SHELL,” COME, AS WE KNOW, A CONSTANT STREAM OF MESSAGES AND EXPERIENCES. CHIEF AMONGST THESE ARE THE STIMULATION OF THE TACTILE NERVES WHOSE RESULT WE CALL TOUCH, THE VIBRATIONS TAKEN UP BY THE OPTIC NERVE WHICH WE CALL LIGHT, AND THOSE TAKEN UP BY THE EAR AND PERCEIVED AS SOUND. WHAT DO THESE EXPERIENCES MEAN? THE FIRST ANSWER OF THE UNSOPHISTICATED SELF IS, THAT THEY INDICATE THE NATURE OF THE EXTERNAL WORLD: IT IS TO THE “EVIDENCE OF HER SENSES” THAT SHE TURNS, WHEN SHE IS ASKED WHAT THE WORLD IS LIKE. FROM THE MESSAGES RECEIVED THROUGH THOSE SENSES, WHICH POUR IN ON HER WHETHER SHE WILL OR NO, BATTERING UPON HER GATEWAYS AT EVERY INSTANT AND FROM EVERY SIDE, SHE CONSTRUCTS THAT “SENSE-WORLD” WHICH IS THE “REAL AND SOLID WORLD” OF NORMAL MEN. AS THE IMPRESSIONS COME IN—OR RATHER THOSE INTERPRETATIONS OF THE ORIGINAL IMPRESSIONS WHICH HER NERVOUS SYSTEM SUPPLIES—SHE POUNCES ON THEM, MUCH AS PLAYERS IN THE SPELLING GAME POUNCE ON THE SEPARATE LETTERS DEALT P. 6 OUT TO THEM. SHE SORTS, ACCEPTS, REJECTS, COMBINES: AND THEN TRIUMPHANTLY PRODUCES FROM THEM A “CONCEPT” WHICH IS, SHE SAYS, THE EXTERNAL WORLD. WITH AN ENVIABLE AND AMAZING SIMPLICITY, SHE ATTRIBUTES HER OWN SENSATIONS TO THE UNKNOWN UNIVERSE. THE STARS, SHE SAYS, ARE BRIGHT; THE GRASS IS GREEN. FOR HER, AS FOR THE PHILOSOPHER HUME, “REALITY CONSISTS IN IMPRESSIONS AND IDEAS.” IT IS IMMEDIATELY APPARENT, HOWEVER, THAT THIS SENSE-WORLD, THIS SEEMINGLY REAL EXTERNAL UNIVERSE—THOUGH IT MAY BE USEFUL AND VALID IN OTHER RESPECTS—CANNOT BE THE EXTERNAL WORLD, BUT ONLY THE SELF’S PROJECTED PICTURE OF IT.  IT IS A WORK OF ART, NOT A SCIENTIFIC FACT; AND, WHILST IT MAY WELL POSSESS THE PROFOUND SIGNIFICANCE PROPER TO GREAT WORKS OF ART, IS DANGEROUS IF TREATED AS A SUBJECT OF ANALYSIS. VERY SLIGHT INVESTIGATION SHOWS THAT IT IS A PICTURE WHOSE RELATION TO REALITY IS AT BEST SYMBOLIC AND APPROXIMATE, AND WHICH WOULD HAVE NO MEANING FOR SELVES WHOSE SENSES, OR CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION, HAPPENED TO BE ARRANGED UPON A DIFFERENT PLAN. THE EVIDENCE OF THE SENSES, THEN, CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AS EVIDENCE OF THE NATURE OF ULTIMATE REALITY: USEFUL SERVANTS, THEY ARE DANGEROUS GUIDES. NOR CAN THEIR TESTIMONY DISCONCERT THOSE SEEKERS WHOSE REPORTS THEY APPEAR TO CONTRADICT. THE CONSCIOUS SELF SITS, SO TO SPEAK, AT THE RECEIVING END OF A TELEGRAPH WIRE. ON ANY OTHER THEORY THAN THAT OF MYSTICISM, IT IS HER ONE CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATION WITH THE HYPOTHETICAL “EXTERNAL WORLD.” THE RECEIVING INSTRUMENT REGISTERS CERTAIN MESSAGES. SHE DOES NOT KNOW, AND—SO LONG AS SHE REMAINS DEPENDENT ON THAT INSTRUMENT—NEVER CAN KNOW, THE OBJECT, THE REALITY AT THE OTHER END OF THE WIRE, BY WHICH THOSE MESSAGES ARE SENT; NEITHER CAN THE MESSAGES TRULY DISCLOSE THE NATURE OF THAT OBJECT. BUT SHE IS JUSTIFIED ON THE WHOLE IN ACCEPTING THEM AS EVIDENCE THAT SOMETHING EXISTS BEYOND HERSELF AND HER RECEIVING INSTRUMENT. IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE STRUCTURAL PECULIARITIES OF THE TELEGRAPHIC INSTRUMENT WILL HAVE EXERTED A MODIFYING EFFECT UPON THE MESSAGE. THAT WHICH IS CONVEYED AS DASH AND DOT, COLOR AND SHAPE, MAY HAVE BEEN RECEIVED IN A VERY DIFFERENT FORM. THEREFORE, THIS MESSAGE, THOUGH IT MAY IN A PARTIAL SENSE BE RELEVANT TO THE SUPPOSED REALITY AT THE OTHER END, CAN NEVER BE ADEQUATE TO IT. THERE WILL BE FINE VIBRATIONS WHICH IT FAILS TO TAKE UP, OTHERS WHICH IT CONFUSES TOGETHER. HENCE A PORTION OF THE MESSAGE IS ALWAYS LOST; OR, IN P. 7 OTHER LANGUAGE, THERE ARE ASPECTS OF THE WORLD WHICH WE CAN NEVER KNOW. THE SPHERE OF OUR POSSIBLE INTELLECTUAL KNOWLEDGE IS THUS STRICTLY CONDITIONED BY THE LIMITS OF OUR OWN PERSONALITY. ON THIS BASIS, NOT THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, BUT THE EXTERNAL TERMINI OF OUR OWN SENSORY NERVES, ARE THE TERMINI OF OUR EXPLORATIONS: AND TO “KNOW ONESELF” IS REALLY TO KNOW ONE’S UNIVERSE. WE ARE LOCKED UP WITH OUR RECEIVING INSTRUMENTS: WE CANNOT GET UP AND WALK AWAY IN THE HOPE OF SEEING WHITHER THE LINES LEAD. ECKHART’S WORDS ARE STILL FINAL FOR US: “THE SOUL CAN ONLY APPROACH CREATED THINGS BY THE VOLUNTARY RECEPTION OF IMAGES.” DID SOME MISCHIEVOUS DEMIURGE CHOOSE TO TICKLE OUR SENSORY APPARATUS IN A NEW WAY, WE SHOULD RECEIVE BY THIS ACT A NEW UNIVERSE. WILLIAM JAMES ONCE SUGGESTED AS A USEFUL EXERCISE FOR YOUNG IDEALISTS, A CONSIDERATION OF THE CHANGES WHICH WOULD BE WORKED IN OUR ORDINARY WORLD IF THE VARIOUS BRANCHES OF OUR RECEIVING INSTRUMENTS EXCHANGED DUTIES; IF, FOR INSTANCE, WE HEARD ALL COLORS AND SAW ALL SOUNDS. SUCH A REMARK THROWS A SUDDEN LIGHT ON THE STRANGE AND APPARENTLY INSANE STATEMENT OF THE VISIONARY SAINT-MARTIN, “I HEARD FLOWERS THAT SOUNDED, AND SAW NOTES THAT SHONE”; AND ON THE REPORTS OF OTHER MYSTICS CONCERNING A RARE MOMENT OF CONSCIOUSNESS IN WHICH THE SENSES ARE FUSED INTO A SINGLE AND INEFFABLE ACT OF PERCEPTION, AND COLOR AND SOUND ARE KNOWN AS ASPECTS OF ONE THING. SINCE MUSIC IS BUT AN INTERPRETATION OF CERTAIN VIBRATIONS UNDERTAKEN BY THE EAR, AND COLOR AN INTERPRETATION OF OTHER VIBRATIONS PERFORMED BY THE EYE, THIS IS LESS MAD THAN IT SOUNDS AND MAY YET BE BROUGHT WITHIN THE RADIUS OF PHYSICAL SCIENCE. DID SUCH AN ALTERATION OF OUR SENSES TAKE PLACE THE WORLD WOULD STILL SEND US THE SAME MESSAGES—THAT STRANGE UNKNOWN WORLD FROM WHICH, ON THIS HYPOTHESIS, WE ARE HERMETICALLY SEALED—BUT WE SHOULD INTERPRET THEM DIFFERENTLY. BEAUTY WOULD STILL BE OURS, THOUGH SPEAKING ANOTHER TONGUE. THE BIRD’S SONG WOULD THEN STRIKE OUR RETINA AS A PAGEANT OF COLOR: WE SHOULD SEE THE MAGICAL TONES OF THE WIND, HEAR AS A GREAT FUGUE THE REPEATED AND HARMONIZED GREENS OF THE FOREST, THE CADENCES OF STORMY SKIES. DID WE REALIZE HOW SLIGHT AN ADJUSTMENT OF OUR ORGANS IS NEEDED TO INITIATE US INTO SUCH A WORLD, WE SHOULD PERHAPS BE LESS CONTEMPTUOUS OF THOSE MYSTICS WHO TELL US THAT THEY APPREHENDED THE ABSOLUTE AS “HEAVENLY MUSIC” OR “UNCREATED LIGHT”: LESS FANATICAL IN OUR DETERMINATION TO MAKE THE SOLID “WORLD OF COMMON SENSE” THE ONLY STANDARD OF REALITY. THIS “WORLD OF COMMON SENSE” IS A CONCEPTUAL P. 8 WORLD. IT MAY REPRESENT AN EXTERNAL UNIVERSE: IT CERTAINLY DOES REPRESENT THE ACTIVITY OF THE HUMAN MIND. WITHIN THAT MIND IT IS BUILT UP: AND THERE MOST OF US ARE CONTENT “AT EASE FOR AYE TO DWELL,” LIKE THE SOUL IN THE PALACE OF ART. A DIRECT ENCOUNTER WITH ABSOLUTE TRUTH, THEN, APPEARS TO BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR NORMAL NON-MYSTICAL CONSCIOUSNESS. WE CANNOT KNOW THE REALITY, OR EVEN PROVE THE EXISTENCE, OF THE SIMPLEST OBJECT: THOUGH THIS IS A LIMITATION WHICH FEW PEOPLE REALIZE ACUTELY AND MOST WOULD DENY. BUT THERE PERSISTS IN THE RACE A TYPE OF PERSONALITY WHICH DOES REALIZE THIS LIMITATION: AND CANNOT BE CONTENT WITH THE SHAM REALITIES THAT FURNISH THE UNIVERSE OF NORMAL MEN. IT IS NECESSARY, AS IT SEEMS, TO THE COMFORT OF PERSONS OF THIS TYPE TO FORM FOR THEMSELVES SOME IMAGE OF THE SOMETHING OR NOTHING WHICH IS AT THE END OF THEIR TELEGRAPH LINES: SOME “CONCEPTION OF BEING,” SOME “THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE.” THEY ARE TORMENTED BY THE UNKNOWABLE, ACHE FOR FIRST PRINCIPLES, DEMAND SOME BACKGROUND TO THE SHADOW SHOW OF THINGS. IN SO FAR AS MAN POSSESSES THIS TEMPERAMENT, HE HUNGERS FOR REALITY, AND MUST SATISFY THAT HUNGER AS BEST HE CAN: STAVING OFF STARVATION, THOUGH HE MANY NOT BE FILLED. IT IS DOUBTFUL WHETHER ANY TWO SELVES HAVE OFFERED THEMSELVES EXACTLY THE SAME IMAGE OF THE TRUTH OUTSIDE THEIR GATES: FOR A LIVING METAPHYSIC, LIKE A LIVING RELIGION, IS AT BOTTOM A STRICTLY PERSONAL AFFAIR—A MATTER, AS WILLIAM JAMES REMINDED US, OF VISION RATHER THAN OF ARGUMENT. NEVERTHELESS, SUCH A LIVING METAPHYSIC MAY—AND IF SOUND GENERALLY DOES—ESCAPE THE STIGMA OF SUBJECTIVISM BY OUTWARDLY ATTACHING ITSELF TO A TRADITIONAL SCHOOL; AS PERSONAL RELIGION MAY AND SHOULD OUTWARDLY ATTACH ITSELF TO A TRADITIONAL CHURCH. LET US THEN CONSIDER SHORTLY THE RESULTS ARRIVED AT BY THESE TRADITIONAL SCHOOLS—THE GREAT CLASSIC THEORIES CONCERNING THE NATURE OF REALITY. IN THEM WE SEE CRYSTALLIZED THE BEST THAT THE HUMAN INTELLECT, LEFT TO ITSELF, HAS BEEN ABLE TO ACHIEVE.
I. THE MOST OBVIOUS AND GENERALLY ACCEPTED EXPLANATION OF THE WORLD IS OF COURSE THAT OF NATURALISM, OR NAIVE REALISM: THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE PLAIN MAN. NATURALISM STATES SIMPLY THAT WE SEE THE REAL WORLD, THOUGH WE MAY NOT SEE IT VERY WELL. WHAT SEEMS TO NORMAL HEALTHY PEOPLE TO BE THERE, IS APPROXIMATELY THERE. IT CONGRATULATES ITSELF ON RESTING IN THE CONCRETE; IT ACCEPTS MATERIAL THINGS AS REAL. IN OTHER WORDS, OUR CORRECTED AND CORRELATED SENSE IMPRESSIONS, RAISED TO THEIR HIGHEST POINT OF EFFICIENCY, FORM FOR IT THE ONLY VALID MATERIAL OF KNOWLEDGE: KNOWLEDGE ITSELF BEING THE CLASSIFIED RESULTS OF EXACT OBSERVATION. SUCH AN ATTITUDE AS THIS MAY BE A COUNSEL OF PRUDENCE, IN VIEW OF OUR IGNORANCE OF ALL THAT LIES BEYOND: BUT IT CAN NEVER SATISFY P. 9 OUR HUNGER FOR REALITY. IT SAYS IN EFFECT, “THE ROOM IN WHICH WE FIND OURSELVES IS FAIRLY COMFORTABLE. DRAW THE CURTAINS, FOR THE NIGHT IS DARK: AND LET US DEVOTE OURSELVES TO DESCRIBING THE FURNITURE.” UNFORTUNATELY, HOWEVER, EVEN THE FURNITURE REFUSES TO ACCOMMODATE ITSELF TO THE NATURALISTIC VIEW OF THINGS. ONCE WE BEGIN TO EXAMINE IT ATTENTIVELY, WE FIND THAT IT ABOUNDS IN HINTS OF WONDER AND MYSTERY: DECLARES ALOUD THAT EVEN CHAIRS AND TABLES ARE NOT WHAT THEY SEEM. WE HAVE SEEN THAT THE MOST ELEMENTARY CRITICISM, APPLIED TO ANY ORDINARY OBJECT OF PERCEPTION, TENDS TO INVALIDATE THE SIMPLE AND COMFORTABLE CREED OF “COMMON SENSE”; THAT NOT MERELY FAITH BUT GROSS CREDULITY, IS NEEDED BY THE MIND WHICH WOULD ACCEPT THE APPARENT AS THE REAL. I SAY, FOR INSTANCE, THAT I “SEE” A HOUSE. I CAN ONLY MEAN BY THIS THAT THE PART OF MY RECEIVING INSTRUMENT WHICH UNDERTAKES THE DUTY CALLED VISION IS AFFECTED IN A CERTAIN WAY, AND AROUSES IN MY MIND THE IDEA “HOUSE.” THE IDEA “HOUSE” IS NOW TREATED BY ME AS A REAL HOUSE, AND MY FURTHER OBSERVATIONS WILL BE AN UNFOLDING, ENRICHING, AND DEFINING OF THIS IMAGE. BUT WHAT THE EXTERNAL REALITY IS WHICH EVOKED THE IMAGE THAT I CALL “HOUSE,” I DO NOT KNOW AND NEVER CAN KNOW. IT IS AS MYSTERIOUS, AS FAR BEYOND MY APPREHENSION, AS THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ANGELIC CHOIRS. CONSCIOUSNESS SHRINKS IN TERROR FROM CONTACT WITH THE MIGHTY VERB “TO BE.” I MAY OF COURSE CALL IN ONE SENSE TO “CORROBORATE,” AS WE TRUSTFULLY SAY, THE EVIDENCE OF THE OTHER; MAY APPROACH THE HOUSE, AND TOUCH IT. THEN THE NERVES OF MY HAND WILL BE AFFECTED BY A SENSATION WHICH I TRANSLATE AS HARDNESS AND SOLIDITY; THE EYE BY A PECULIAR AND WHOLLY INCOMPREHENSIBLE SENSATION CALLED REDNESS; AND FROM THESE PURELY PERSONAL CHANGES MY MIND CONSTRUCTS AND EXTERNALIZES AN IDEA WHICH IT CALLS RED BRICKS. SCIENCE HERSELF, HOWEVER, IF SHE BE ASKED TO VERIFY THE REALITY OF THESE PERCEPTIONS, AT ONCE DECLARES THAT THOUGH THE MATERIAL WORLD BE REAL, THE IDEAS OF SOLIDITY AND COLOR ARE BUT HALLUCINATION. THEY BELONG TO THE HUMAN ANIMAL, NOT TO THE PHYSICAL UNIVERSE: PERTAIN TO ACCIDENT NOT SUBSTANCE, AS SCHOLASTIC PHILOSOPHY WOULD SAY. “THE RED BRICK,” SAYS SCIENCE, “IS A MERE CONVENTION. IN REALITY THAT BIT, LIKE ALL OTHER BITS OF THE UNIVERSE, CONSISTS, SO FAR AS I KNOW AT PRESENT, OF INNUMERABLE ATOMS WHIRLING AND DANCING ONE ABOUT THE OTHER. IT IS NO MORE SOLID THAN A SNOWSTORM. WERE YOU TO EAT OF ALICE-IN-WONDERLAND’S MUSHROOM AND SHRINK TO THE DIMENSIONS OF THE INFRA-WORLD, EACH ATOM WITH ITS ELECTRONS MIGHT SEEM TO YOU A SOLAR SYSTEM AND THE RED BRICK ITSELF A UNIVERSE? MOREOVER, THESE ATOMS THEMSELVES ELUDE ME AS I TRY TO GRASP THEM. THEY ARE ONLY MANIFESTATIONS OF SOMETHING ELSE. COULD I TRACK MATTER TO ITS LAIR, I MIGHT CONCEIVABLY DISCOVER THAT IT HAS NO EXTENSION, AND BECOME AN IDEALIST IN SPITE OF MYSELF. AS FOR REDNESS, AS YOU P. 10 CALL IT, THAT IS A QUESTION OF THE RELATION BETWEEN YOUR OPTIC NERVE AND THE LIGHT WAVES WHICH IT IS UNABLE TO ABSORB. THIS EVENING, WHEN THE SUN SLOPES, YOUR BRICK WILL PROBABLY BE PURPLE, A VERY LITTLE DEVIATION FROM NORMAL VISION ON YOUR PART WOULD MAKE IT GREEN. EVEN THE SENSE THAT THE OBJECT OF PERCEPTION IS OUTSIDE YOURSELF MAY BE FANCY; SINCE YOU AS EASILY ATTRIBUTE THIS EXTERNAL QUALITY TO IMAGES SEEN IN DREAMS, AND TO WAKING HALLUCINATIONS, AS YOU DO TO THOSE OBJECTS WHICH, AS YOU ABSURDLY SAY, ARE ‘REALLY THERE.’” FURTHER, THERE IS NO TRUSTWORTHY STANDARD BY WHICH WE CAN SEPARATE THE “REAL” FROM THE “UNREAL” ASPECTS OF PHENOMENA. SUCH STANDARDS AS EXIST ARE CONVENTIONAL: AND CORRESPOND TO CONVENIENCE, NOT TO TRUTH. IT IS NO ARGUMENT TO SAY THAT MOST MEN SEE THE WORLD IN MUCH THE SAME WAY, AND THAT THIS “WAY” IS THE TRUE STANDARD OF REALITY: THOUGH FOR PRACTICAL PURPOSES WE HAVE AGREED THAT SANITY CONSISTS IN SHARING THE HALLUCINATIONS OF OUR NEIGHBORS. THOSE WHO ARE HONEST WITH THEMSELVES KNOW THAT THIS “SHARING” IS AT BEST INCOMPLETE. BY THE VOLUNTARY ADOPTION OF A NEW CONCEPTION OF THE UNIVERSE, THE FITTING OF A NEW ALPHABET TO THE OLD MORSE CODE—A PROCEEDING WHICH WE CALL THE ACQUIREMENT OF KNOWLEDGE—WE CAN AND DO CHANGE TO A MARKED EXTENT OUR WAY OF SEEING THINGS: BUILDING UP NEW WORLDS FROM OLD SENSE IMPRESSIONS, AND TRANSMUTING OBJECTS MORE EASILY AND THOROUGHLY THAN ANY MAGICIAN. “EYES AND EARS,” SAID HERACLEITUS, “ARE BAD WITNESSES TO THOSE WHO HAVE BARBARIAN SOULS”: AND EVEN THOSE WHOSE SOULS ARE CIVILIZED TEND TO SEE AND HEAR ALL THINGS THROUGH A TEMPERAMENT. IN ONE AND THE SAME SKY THE POET MAY DISCOVER THE HABITATION OF ANGELS, WHILST THE SAILOR SEES ONLY A PROMISE OF DIRTY WEATHER AHEAD. HENCE, ARTIST AND SURGEON, CHRISTIAN AND RATIONALIST, PESSIMIST AND OPTIMIST, DO ACTUALLY AND TRULY LIVE IN DIFFERENT AND MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE WORLDS, NOT ONLY OF THOUGHT BUT ALSO OF PERCEPTION. ONLY THE HAPPY CIRCUMSTANCE THAT OUR ORDINARY SPEECH IS CONVENTIONAL, NOT REALISTIC, PERMITS US TO CONCEAL FROM ONE ANOTHER THE UNIQUE AND LONELY WORLD IN WHICH EACH, LIVES. NOW AND THEN AN ARTIST IS BORN, TERRIBLY ARTICULATE, FOOLISHLY TRUTHFUL, WHO INSISTS ON “SPEAKING AS HE SAW.” THEN OTHER MEN, LAPPED WARMLY IN THEIR ARTIFICIAL UNIVERSE, AGREE THAT HE IS MAD: OR, AT THE VERY BEST, AN “EXTRAORDINARILY IMAGINATIVE FELLOW.” MOREOVER, EVEN THIS UNIQUE WORLD OF THE INDIVIDUAL IS NOT PERMANENT. EACH OF US, AS WE GROW AND CHANGE, WORKS INCESSANTLY AND INVOLUNTARILY AT THE RE-MAKING OF OUR SENSUAL UNIVERSE. WE BEHOLD AT ANY SPECIFIC MOMENT NOT “THAT WHICH IS,” BUT “THAT WHICH WE ARE”, AND PERSONALITY UNDERGOES MANY READJUSTMENTS IN THE COURSE OF ITS PASSAGE FROM BIRTH THROUGH MATURITY TO DEATH. THE P. 11 MIND WHICH SEEKS THE REAL, THEN, IN THIS SHIFTING AND SUBJECTIVE “NATURAL” WORLD IS OF NECESSITY THROWN BACK ON ITSELF: ON IMAGES AND CONCEPTS WHICH OWE MORE TO THE “SEER” THAN TO THE “SEEN.” BUT REALITY MUST BE REAL FOR ALL, ONCE THEY HAVE FOUND IT: MUST EXIST “IN ITSELF” UPON A PLANE OF BEING UNCONDITIONED BY THE PERCEIVING MIND. ONLY THUS CAN IT SATISFY THAT MIND’S MOST VITAL INSTINCT, MOST SACRED PASSION—ITS “INSTINCT FOR THE ABSOLUTE,” ITS PASSION FOR TRUTH. YOU ARE NOT ASKED, AS A RESULT OF THESE ANTIQUE AND ELEMENTARY PROPOSITIONS, TO WIPE CLEAN THE SLATE OF NORMAL HUMAN EXPERIENCE, AND CAST IN YOUR LOT WITH INTELLECTUAL NIHILISM. YOU ARE ONLY ASKED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT IT IS BUT A SLATE, AND THAT THE WHITE SCRATCHES UPON IT WHICH THE ORDINARY MAN CALLS FACTS, AND THE SCIENTIFIC REALIST CALLS KNOWLEDGE, ARE AT BEST RELATIVE AND CONVENTIONALIZED SYMBOLS OF THAT ASPECT OF THE UNKNOWABLE REALITY AT WHICH THEY HINT. THIS BEING SO, WHILST WE MUST ALL DRAW A PICTURE OF SOME KIND ON OUR SLATE AND ACT IN RELATION THEREWITH, WE CANNOT DENY THE VALIDITY—THOUGH WE MAY DENY THE USEFULNESS—OF THE PICTURES WHICH OTHERS PRODUCE, HOWEVER ABNORMAL AND IMPOSSIBLE THEY MAY SEEM; SINCE THESE ARE SKETCHING AN ASPECT OF REALITY WHICH HAS NOT COME WITHIN OUR SENSUAL FIELD, AND SO DOES NOT AND CANNOT FORM PART OF OUR WORLD. YET AS THE THEOLOGIAN CLAIMS THAT THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY VEILS AND REVEALS NOT THREE BUT ONE, SO THE VARIED ASPECTS UNDER WHICH THE UNIVERSE APPEARS TO THE PERCEIVING CONSCIOUSNESS HINT AT A FINAL REALITY, OR IN KANTIAN LANGUAGE, A TRANSCENDENTAL OBJECT, WHICH SHALL BE, NOT ANY ONE, YET ALL OF ITS MANIFESTATIONS; TRANSCENDING YET INCLUDING THE INNUMERABLE FRAGMENTARY WORLDS OF INDIVIDUAL CONCEPTION. WE BEGIN, THEN, TO ASK WHAT CAN BE THE NATURE OF THIS ONE; AND WHENCE COMES THE PERSISTENT INSTINCT WHICH—RECEIVING NO ENCOURAGEMENT FROM SENSE EXPERIENCE—APPREHENDS AND DESIRES THIS UNKNOWN UNITY, THIS ALL-INCLUSIVE ABSOLUTE, AS THE ONLY POSSIBLE SATISFACTION OF ITS THIRST FOR TRUTH.
2. THE SECOND GREAT CONCEPTION OF BEING— IDEALISM— HAS ARRIVED BY A PROCESS OF ELIMINATION AT A TENTATIVE ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION. IT WHISKS US FAR FROM THE MATERIAL UNIVERSE, WITH ITS INTERESTING ARRAY OF “THINGS,” ITS MACHINERY, ITS LAW, INTO THE PURE, IF THIN, AIR OF A METAPHYSICAL WORLD. WHILST THE NATURALIST’S WORLD IS CONSTRUCTED FROM AN OBSERVATION OF THE EVIDENCE OFFERED BY THE SENSES, THE IDEALIST’S WORLD IS CONSTRUCTED FROM AN OBSERVATION OF THE PROCESSES OF THOUGHT. THERE ARE BUT TWO THINGS, HE SAYS IN EFFECT, ABOUT WHICH WE ARE SURE: THE EXISTENCE OF A THINKING SUBJECT, A CONSCIOUS SELF, AND OF AN OBJECT, AN IDEA, WITH WHICH THAT SUBJECT DEALS. WE KNOW, THAT IS TO SAY, BOTH MIND AND THOUGHT. WHAT WE CALL THE UNIVERSE IS REALLY A COLLECTION OF SUCH THOUGHTS; AND P. 12 THESE, WE AGREE, HAVE BEEN MORE OR LESS DISTORTED BY THE SUBJECT, THE INDIVIDUAL THINKER, IN THE PROCESS OF ASSIMILATION. OBVIOUSLY, WE DO NOT THINK ALL THAT THERE IS TO BE THOUGHT, CONCEIVE ALL THAT THERE IS TO BE CONCEIVED; NEITHER DO WE NECESSARILY COMBINE IN RIGHT ORDER AND PROPORTION THOSE IDEAS WHICH WE ARE CAPABLE OF GRASPING. REALITY, SAYS OBJECTIVE IDEALISM, IS THE COMPLETE, UNDISTORTED OBJECT, THE BIG THOUGHT, OF WHICH WE PICK UP THESE FRAGMENTARY HINTS: THE WORLD OF PHENOMENA WHICH WE TREAT AS REAL BEING MERELY ITS SHADOW SHOW OR “MANIFESTATION IN SPACE AND TIME.” ACCORDING TO THE FORM OF OBJECTIVE IDEALISM HERE CHOSEN FROM AMONGST MANY AS TYPICAL—FOR ALMOST EVERY IDEALIST HAS HIS OWN SCHEME OF METAPHYSICAL SALVATION—WE LIVE IN A UNIVERSE WHICH IS, IN POPULAR LANGUAGE, THE IDEA, OR DREAM OF ITS CREATOR. WE, AS TWEEDLEDUM EXPLAINED TO ALICE IN THE MOST PHILOSOPHIC OF ALL FAIRY TALES, ARE “JUST PART OF THE DREAM.” ALL LIFE, ALL PHENOMENA, ARE THE ENDLESS MODIFICATIONS AND EXPRESSIONS OF THE ONE TRANSCENDENT OBJECT, THE MIGHTY AND DYNAMIC THOUGHT OF ONE ABSOLUTE THINKER, IN WHICH WE ARE BATHED. THIS OBJECT, OR CERTAIN ASPECTS OF IT—AND THE PLACE OF EACH INDIVIDUAL CONSCIOUSNESS WITHIN THE COSMIC THOUGHT, OR, AS WE SAY, OUR POSITION IN LIFE, LARGELY DETERMINES WHICH THESE ASPECTS SHALL BE—IS INTERPRETED BY THE SENSES AND CONCEIVED BY THE MIND, UNDER LIMITATIONS WHICH WE ARE ACCUSTOMED TO CALL MATTER, SPACE AND TIME. BUT WE HAVE NO REASON TO SUPPOSE THAT MATTER, SPACE, AND TIME ARE NECESSARILY PARTS OF REALITY; OF THE ULTIMATE IDEA. PROBABILITY POINTS RATHER TO THEIR BEING THE PENCIL AND PAPER WITH WHICH WE SKETCH IT. AS OUR VISION, OUR IDEA OF THINGS, TENDS TO APPROXIMATE MORE AND MORE TO THAT OF THE ETERNAL IDEA, SO WE GET NEARER AND NEARER TO REALITY: FOR THE IDEALIST’S REALITY IS SIMPLY THE IDEA, OR THOUGHT OF GOD. THIS, HE SAYS, IS THE SUPREME UNITY AT WHICH ALL THE ILLUSORY APPEARANCES THAT MAKE UP THE WIDELY DIFFERING WORLDS OF “COMMON SENSE,” OF SCIENCE, OF METAPHYSICS, AND OF ART DIMLY HINT. THIS IS THE SENSE IN WHICH IT CAN TRULY BE SAID THAT ONLY THE SUPERNATURAL POSSESSES REALITY; FOR THAT WORLD OF APPEARANCE WHICH WE CALL NATURAL IS CERTAINLY LARGELY MADE UP OF PRECONCEPTION AND ILLUSION, OF THE HINTS OFFERED BY THE ETERNAL REAL WORLD OF IDEA OUTSIDE OUR GATES, AND THE QUAINT CONCEPTS WHICH WE AT OUR RECEIVING INSTRUMENT MANUFACTURE FROM THEM. THERE IS THIS TO BE SAID FOR THE ARGUMENT OF IDEALISM: THAT IN THE LAST RESORT, THE DESTINIES OF MANKIND ARE INVARIABLY GUIDED, NOT BY THE CONCRETE “FACTS” OF THE SENSE WORLD, BUT BY CONCEPTS P. 13 WHICH ARE ACKNOWLEDGED BY EVERY ONE TO EXIST ONLY ON THE MENTAL PLANE. IN THE GREAT MOMENTS OF EXISTENCE, WHEN HE RISES TO SPIRITUAL FREEDOM, THESE ARE THE THINGS WHICH EVERY MAN FEELS TO BE REAL. IT IS BY THESE AND FOR THESE THAT HE IS FOUND WILLING TO LIVE, WORK SUFFER, AND DIE. LOVE, PATRIOTISM, RELIGION, ALTRUISM, FAME, ALL BELONG TO THE TRANSCENDENTAL WORLD. HENCE, THEY PARTAKE MORE OF THE NATURE OF REALITY THAN ANY “FACT” COULD DO; AND MAN, DIMLY RECOGNIZING THIS, HAS EVER BOWED TO THEM AS TO IMMORTAL CENTERS OF ENERGY. RELIGIONS AS A RULE ARE STEEPED IN IDEALISM: CHRISTIANITY IN PARTICULAR IS A TRUMPET CALL TO AN IDEALISTIC CONCEPTION OF LIFE, BUDDHISM IS LITTLE LESS. OVER AND OVER AGAIN, THEIR SCRIPTURES TELL US THAT ONLY MATERIALISTS WILL BE DAMNED. IN IDEALISM WE HAVE PERHAPS THE MOST SUBLIME THEORY OF BEING WHICH HAS EVER BEEN CONSTRUCTED BY THE HUMAN INTELLECT: A THEORY SO SUBLIME, IN FACT, THAT IT CAN HARDLY HAVE BEEN PRODUCED BY THE EXERCISE OF “PURE REASON” ALONE, BUT MUST BE LOOKED UPON AS A MANIFESTATION OF THAT NATURAL MYSTICISM, THAT INSTINCT FOR THE ABSOLUTE, WHICH IS LATENT IN MAN. BUT, WHEN WE ASK THE IDEALIST HOW WE ARE TO ATTAIN COMMUNION WITH THE REALITY WHICH HE DESCRIBES TO US AS “CERTAINLY THERE,” HIS SYSTEM SUDDENLY BREAKS DOWN; AND DISCLOSES ITSELF AS A DIAGRAM OF THE HEAVENS, NOT A LADDER TO THE STARS. THIS FAILURE OF IDEALISM TO FIND IN PRACTICE THE REALITY OF WHICH IT THINKS SO MUCH IS DUE, IN THE OPINION OF THE MYSTICS, TO A CAUSE WHICH FINDS EPIGRAMMATIC EXPRESSION IN THE CELEBRATED PHRASE BY WHICH ST. JEROME MARKED THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY. “PLATO LOCATED THE SOUL OF MAN IN THE HEAD; CHRIST LOCATED IT IN THE HEART.” THAT IS TO SAY, IDEALISM, THOUGH JUST IN ITS PREMISES, AND OFTEN DARING AND HONEST IN THEIR APPLICATION, IS STULTIFIED BY THE EXCLUSIVE INTELLECTUALISM OF ITS OWN METHODS: BY ITS FATAL TRUST IN THE SQUIRREL-WORK OF THE INDUSTRIOUS BRAIN INSTEAD OF THE PIERCING VISION OF THE DESIROUS HEART. IT INTERESTS MAN, BUT DOES NOT INVOLVE HIM IN ITS PROCESSES: DOES NOT CATCH HIM UP TO THE NEW AND MORE REAL LIFE WHICH IT DESCRIBES. HENCE THE THING THAT MATTERS, THE LIVING THING, HAS SOMEHOW ESCAPED IT; AND ITS OBSERVATIONS BEAR THE SAME RELATION TO REALITY AS THE ART OF THE ANATOMIST DOES TO THE MYSTERY OF BIRTH.
3. BUT THERE IS YET ANOTHER THEORY OF BEING TO BE CONSIDERED: THAT WHICH MAY BE LOOSELY DEFINED AS PHILOSOPHIC SKEPTICISM. THIS IS THE ATTITUDE OF THOSE WHO REFUSE TO ACCEPT EITHER THE REALISTIC OR THE IDEALISTIC ANSWER TO THE ETERNAL QUESTION: AND, CONFRONTED IN THEIR TURN WITH THE RIDDLE OF REALITY, REPLY THAT THERE IS NO RIDDLE TO SOLVE. WE OF COURSE ASSUME FOR THE ORDINARY PURPOSES OF LIFE THAT FOR EVERY SEQUENCE A: B: PRESENT IN OUR CONSCIOUSNESS THERE EXISTS A MENTAL OR MATERIAL A: B: IN THE EXTERNAL UNIVERSE, AND THAT THE FIRST IS A STRICTLY RELEVANT, THOUGH PROBABLY WHOLLY INADEQUATE, P. 14 EXPRESSION OF THE SECOND. THE BUNDLE OF VISUAL AND AUDITORY SENSATIONS, FOR INSTANCE, WHOSE SUM TOTAL I AM ACCUSTOMED TO CALL MRS. SMITH, CORRESPONDS WITH SOMETHING THAT EXISTS IN THE ACTUAL AS WELL AS IN MY PHENOMENAL WORLD. BEHIND MY MRS. SMITH, BEHIND THE VERY DIFFERENT MRS. SMITH WHICH THE X RAYS WOULD EXHIBIT, THERE IS, CONTENDS THE OBJECTIVE IDEALIST, A TRANSCENDENTAL, OR IN THE PLATONIC SENSE AN IDEAL MRS. SMITH, AT WHOSE QUALITIES I CANNOT EVEN GUESS; BUT WHOSE EXISTENCE IS QUITE INDEPENDENT OF MY APPREHENSION OF IT. BUT THOUGH WE DO AND MUST ACT ON THIS HYPOTHESIS, IT REMAINS ONLY A HYPOTHESIS; AND IT IS ONE WHICH PHILOSOPHIC SKEPTICISM WILL NOT LET PASS. THE EXTERNAL WORLD, SAY THE SKEPTICAL SCHOOLS, IS—SO FAR AS I KNOW IT—A CONCEPT PRESENT IN MY MIND. IF MY MIND CEASED TO EXIST, SO FAR AS I KNOW THE CONCEPT WHICH I CALL THE WORLD WOULD CEASE TO EXIST TOO. THE ONE THING WHICH FOR ME INDUBITABLY IS, IS THE SELF’S EXPERIENCE, ITS WHOLE CONSCIOUSNESS. OUTSIDE THIS CIRCLE OF CONSCIOUSNESS, I HAVE NO AUTHORITY TO INDULGE IN GUESSES AS TO WHAT MAY OR MAY NOT BE. HENCE, FOR ME, THE ABSOLUTE IS A MEANINGLESS DIAGRAM, A SUPERFLUOUS COMPLICATION OF THOUGHT: SINCE THE MIND, WHOLLY CUT OFF FROM CONTACT WITH EXTERNAL REALITY, HAS NO REASON TO SUPPOSE THAT SUCH A REALITY EXISTS EXCEPT IN ITS OWN IDEAS. EVERY EFFORT MADE BY PHILOSOPHY TO GO FORTH IN SEARCH OF IT IS MERELY THE METAPHYSICAL SQUIRREL RUNNING [A] ROUND THE CONCEPTUAL CAGE. IN THE COMPLETION AND PERFECT UNFOLDING OF THE SET OF IDEAS WITH WHICH OUR CONSCIOUSNESS IS FURNISHED, LIES THE ONLY REALITY WHICH WE CAN EVER HOPE TO KNOW. FAR BETTER TO STAY HERE AND MAKE OURSELVES AT HOME: ONLY THIS, FOR US, TRULY IS. THIS PURELY SUBJECTIVE CONCEPTION OF BEING HAS FOUND REPRESENTATIVES IN EVERY SCHOOL OF THOUGHT: EVEN INCLUDING BY A CURIOUS PARADOX, THAT OF MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHY—ITS ONE EFFECTIVE ANTAGONIST. THUS DELACROIX, AFTER AN EXHAUSTIVE AND EVEN SYMPATHETIC ANALYSIS OF ST. TERESA’S PROGRESS TOWARDS UNION WITH THE ABSOLUTE, ENDS UPON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE GOD WITH WHOM SHE WAS UNITED WAS THE CONTENT OF HER OWN SUBCONSCIOUS MIND.  SUCH A MYSTICISM IS THAT OF A KITTEN RUNNING AFTER ITS OWN TAIL: A DIFFERENT PATH INDEED FROM THAT WHICH THE GREAT SEEKERS FOR REALITY HAVE PURSUED. THE REDUCTIO AD ABSURDUM OF THIS DOCTRINE IS FOUND IN THE SO-CALLED “PHILOSOPHY” OF NEW THOUGHT, WHICH BEGS ITS DISCIPLES TO “TRY QUIETLY TO REALIZE THAT THE INFINITE IS REALLY YOU.”  BY ITS UTTER DENIAL NOT MERELY OF A KNOWABLE, BUT OF A LOGICALLY CONCEIVABLE TRANSCENDENT, IT DRIVES US IN THE END TO THE CONCLUSION OF EXTREME PRAGMATISM; THAT TRUTH, FOR US, IS NOT AN IMMUTABLE REALITY, BUT MERELY THAT IDEA WHICH HAPPENS TO WORK OUT AS TRUE AND USEFUL P. 15 IN ANY GIVEN EXPERIENCE. THERE IS NO REALITY BEHIND APPEARANCE; THEREFORE, ALL FAITHS, ALL FIGMENTS WITH WHICH WE PEOPLE THAT NOTHINGNESS ARE EQUALLY TRUE, PROVIDED THEY BE COMFORTABLE AND GOOD TO LIVE BY. LOGICALLY CARRIED OUT, THIS CONCEPTION OF BEING WOULD PERMIT EACH MAN TO REGARD OTHER MEN AS NON-EXISTENT EXCEPT WITHIN HIS OWN CONSCIOUSNESS: THE ONLY PLACE WHERE A STRICT SKEPTICISM WILL ALLOW THAT ANYTHING EXISTS. EVEN THE MIND WHICH CONCEIVES CONSCIOUSNESS EXISTS FOR US ONLY IN OUR OWN CONCEPTION OF IT; WE NO MORE KNOW WHAT WE ARE THAN WE KNOW WHAT WE SHALL BE. MAN IS LEFT A CONSCIOUS SOMETHING IN THE MIDST, SO FAR AS HE KNOWS, OF NOTHING: WITH NO RESOURCES SAVE THE EXPLORING OF HIS OWN CONSCIOUSNESS. PHILOSOPHIC SKEPTICISM IS PARTICULARLY INTERESTING TO OUR PRESENT INQUIRY, BECAUSE IT SHOWS US THE POSITION IN WHICH “PURE REASON,” IF LEFT TO ITSELF, IS BOUND TO END. IT IS UTTERLY LOGICAL; AND THOUGH WE MAY FEEL IT TO BE ABSURD, WE CAN NEVER PROVE IT TO BE SO. THOSE WHO ARE TEMPERAMENTALLY INCLINED TO CREDULITY MAY BECOME NATURALISTS, AND PERSUADE THEMSELVES TO BELIEVE IN THE REALITY OF THE SENSE WORLD. THOSE WITH A CERTAIN INSTINCT FOR THE ABSOLUTE MAY ADOPT THE MORE REASONABLE FAITH OF IDEALISM. BUT THE TRUE INTELLECTUALIST, WHO CONCEDES NOTHING TO INSTINCT OR EMOTION, IS OBLIGED IN THE END TO ADOPT SOME FORM OF SKEPTICAL PHILOSOPHY. THE HORRORS OF NIHILISM, IN FACT, CAN ONLY BE ESCAPED BY THE EXERCISE OF FAITH, BY A TRUST IN MAN’S INNATE BUT STRICTLY IRRATIONAL INSTINCT FOR THAT REAL “ABOVE ALL REASON, BEYOND ALL THOUGHT” TOWARDS WHICH AT ITS BEST MOMENTS HIS SPIRIT TENDS. IF THE METAPHYSICIAN BE TRUE TO HIS OWN POSTULATES, HE MUST ACKNOWLEDGE IN THE END THAT WE ARE ALL FORCED TO LIVE, TO THINK, AND AT LAST TO DIE, IN AN UNKNOWN AND UNKNOWABLE WORLD: FED ARBITRARILY AND DILIGENTLY, YET HOW WE KNOW NOT, BY IDEAS AND SUGGESTIONS WHOSE TRUTH WE CANNOT TEST BUT WHOSE PRESSURE WE CANNOT RESIST. IT IS NOT BY SIGHT BUT BY FAITH—FAITH IN A SUPPOSED EXTERNAL ORDER WHICH WE CAN NEVER PROVE TO EXIST, AND IN THE APPROXIMATE TRUTHFULNESS AND CONSTANCY OF THE VAGUE MESSAGES WHICH WE RECEIVE FROM IT—THAT ORDINARY MEN MUST LIVE AND MOVE. WE MUST PUT OUR TRUST IN “LAWS OF NATURE” WHICH HAVE BEEN DEVISED BY THE HUMAN MIND AS A CONVENIENT EPITOME OF ITS OWN OBSERVATIONS OF PHENOMENA, MUST, FOR THE PURPOSES OF DAILY LIFE, ACCEPT THESE PHENOMENA AT THEIR FACE VALUE: AN ACT OF FAITH BESIDE WHICH THE GROSSEST SUPERSTITIONS OF THE NEAPOLITAN PEASANT ARE HARDLY NOTICEABLE. THE INTELLECTUAL QUEST OF REALITY, THEN, LEADS US DOWN ONE OF THREE BLIND ALLEYS: (1) TO AN ACCEPTANCE OF THE SYMBOLIC WORLD OF APPEARANCE AS THE REAL; (2) TO THE ELABORATION OF A THEORY ALSO OF NECESSITY SYMBOLIC—WHICH, BEAUTIFUL IN ITSELF, CANNOT HELP US P. 16 TO ATTAIN THE ABSOLUTE WHICH IT DESCRIBES; (3) TO A HOPELESS BUT STRICTLY LOGICAL SKEPTICISM. IN ANSWER TO THE “WHY? WHY?” OF THE BEWILDERED AND ETERNAL CHILD IN US, PHILOSOPHY, THOUGH ALWAYS READY TO POSTULATE THE UNKNOWN IF SHE CAN, IS BOUND TO REPLY ONLY, “NESCIO! NESCIO!” IN SPITE OF ALL HER BUSY MAP-MAKING, SHE CANNOT REACH THE GOAL WHICH SHE POINTS OUT TO US, CANNOT EXPLAIN THE CURIOUS CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH WE IMAGINE THAT WE KNOW; CANNOT EVEN DIVIDE WITH A SURE HAND THE SUBJECT AND OBJECT OF THOUGHT. SCIENCE, WHOSE BUSINESS IS WITH PHENOMENA AND OUR KNOWLEDGE OF THEM, THOUGH SHE TOO IS AN IDEALIST AT HEART, HAS BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO EXPLAIN THAT ALL OUR IDEAS AND INSTINCTS, THE PICTURED WORLD THAT WE TAKE SO SERIOUSLY, THE ODDLY LIMITED AND ILLUSORY NATURE OF OUR EXPERIENCE, APPEAR TO MINISTER TO ONE GREAT END: THE PRESERVATION OF LIFE, AND CONSEQUENT FULFILMENT OF THAT HIGHLY MYSTICAL HYPOTHESIS, THE COSMIC IDEA. EACH PERCEPTION, SHE ASSURES US, SERVES A USEFUL PURPOSE IN THIS EVOLUTIONARY SCHEME: A SCHEME, BY THE WAY, WHICH HAS BEEN INVENTED—WE KNOW NOT WHY—BY THE HUMAN MIND, AND IMPOSED UPON AN OBEDIENT UNIVERSE. BY VISION, HEARING, SMELL, AND TOUCH, SAYS SCIENCE, WE FIND OUR WAY ABOUT, ARE WARNED OF DANGER, OBTAIN OUR FOOD. THE MALE PERCEIVES BEAUTY IN THE FEMALE IN ORDER THAT THE SPECIES MAY BE PROPAGATED. IT IS TRUE THAT THIS PRIMITIVE INSTINCT HAS GIVEN BIRTH TO HIGHER AND PURER EMOTIONS; BUT THESE TOO FULFIL A SOCIAL PURPOSE AND ARE NOT SO USELESS AS THEY SEEM. MAN MUST EAT TO LIVE? THEREFORE, MANY FOODS GIVE US AGREEABLE SENSATIONS. IF HE OVEREATS, HE DIES; THEREFORE, INDIGESTION IS AN UNPLEASANT PAIN. CERTAIN FACTS OF WHICH TOO KEEN A PERCEPTION WOULD ACT DETRIMENTALLY TO THE LIFE-FORCE ARE, FOR MOST MEN, IMPOSSIBLE OF REALIZATION: THE UNCERTAINTY OF LIFE, THE DECAY OF THE BODY, THE VANITY OF ALL THINGS UNDER THE SUN. WHEN WE ARE IN GOOD HEALTH, WE ALL FEEL VERY REAL, SOLID, AND PERMANENT; AND THIS IS OF ALL OUR ILLUSIONS THE MOST RIDICULOUS, AND ALSO THE MOST OBVIOUSLY USEFUL FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE EFFICIENCY AND PRESERVATION OF THE RACE. BUT WHEN WE LOOK CLOSER, WE SEE THAT THIS BRISK GENERALIZATION DOES NOT COVER ALL THE GROUND—NOT EVEN THAT LITTLE TRACT OF GROUND OF WHICH OUR SENSES MAKE US FREE; INDEED, THAT IT IS MORE REMARKABLE FOR ITS OMISSIONS THAN FOR ITS INCLUSIONS. RÉCÉJAC HAS WELL SAID THAT “FROM THE MOMENT IN WHICH MAN IS NO LONGER CONTENT TO DEVISE THINGS USEFUL FOR HIS EXISTENCE UNDER THE EXCLUSIVE ACTION OF THE WILL-TO-LIVE, THE PRINCIPLE OF (PHYSICAL) EVOLUTION HAS BEEN VIOLATED.”  NOTHING CAN BE MORE CERTAIN THAN THAT MAN IS NOT SO CONTENT. HE HAS BEEN CALLED BY UTILITARIAN PHILOSOPHERS A TOOL-MAKING ANIMAL—THE HIGHEST PRAISE THEY KNEW HOW TO BESTOW. P. 17 MORE SURELY HE IS A VISION-MAKING ANIMAL;  A CREATURE OF PERVERSE AND UNPRACTICAL IDEALS, DOMINATED BY DREAMS NO LESS THAN BY APPETITES—DREAMS WHICH CAN ONLY BE JUSTIFIED UPON THE THEORY THAT HE MOVES TOWARDS SOME OTHER GOAL THAN THAT OF PHYSICAL PERFECTION OR INTELLECTUAL SUPREMACY, IS CONTROLLED BY SOME HIGHER AND MORE VITAL REALITY THAN THAT OF THE DETERMINISTS. WE ARE DRIVEN TO THE CONCLUSION THAT IF THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION IS TO INCLUDE OR EXPLAIN THE FACTS OF ARTISTIC AND SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE—AND IT CANNOT BE ACCEPTED BY ANY SERIOUS THINKER IF THESE GREAT TRACTS OF CONSCIOUSNESS REMAIN OUTSIDE ITS RANGE—IT MUST BE REBUILT ON A MENTAL RATHER THAN A PHYSICAL BASIS. EVEN THE MOST ORDINARY HUMAN LIFE INCLUDES IN ITS RANGE FUNDAMENTAL EXPERIENCES—VIOLENT AND UNFORGETTABLE SENSATIONS—FORCED ON US AS IT WERE AGAINST OUR WILL, FOR WHICH SCIENCE FINDS IT HARD TO ACCOUNT. THESE EXPERIENCES AND SENSATIONS, AND THE HOURS OF EXALTED EMOTION WHICH THEY BRING WITH THEM—OFTEN RECOGNIZED BY US AS THE GREATEST, MOST SIGNIFICANT HOURS OF OUR LIVES—FULFIL NO OFFICE IN RELATION TO HER PET “FUNCTIONS OF NUTRITION AND REPRODUCTION.” IT IS TRUE THAT THEY ARE FAR-REACHING IN THEIR EFFECTS ON CHARACTER; BUT THEY DO LITTLE OR NOTHING TO ASSIST THAT CHARACTER IN ITS STRUGGLE FOR PHYSICAL LIFE. TO THE UNPREJUDICED EYE MANY OF THEM SEEM HOPELESSLY OUT OF PLACE IN A UNIVERSE CONSTRUCTED ON STRICTLY PHYSICO-CHEMICAL LINES—LOOK ALMOST AS THOUGH NATURE, LEFT TO HERSELF, TENDED TO CONTRADICT HER OWN BEAUTIFULLY LOGICAL LAWS. THEIR PRESENCE, MORE, THE LARGE PLACE WHICH THEY FILL IN THE HUMAN WORLD OF APPEARANCE, IS A PUZZLING CIRCUMSTANCE FOR DETERMINISTIC PHILOSOPHERS; WHO CAN ONLY ESCAPE FROM THE DILEMMA HERE PRESENTED TO THEM BY CALLING THESE THINGS ILLUSIONS, AND DIGNIFYING THEIR OWN MORE MANAGEABLE ILLUSIONS WITH THE TITLE OF FACTS. AMONGST THE MORE INTRACTABLE OF THESE GROUPS OF PERCEPTIONS AND EXPERIENCES ARE THOSE WHICH WE CONNECT WITH RELIGION, WITH PAIN AND WITH BEAUTY. ALL THREE, FOR THOSE SELVES WHICH ARE CAPABLE OF RECEIVING THEIR MESSAGES, POSSESS A MYSTERIOUS AUTHORITY FAR IN EXCESS OF THOSE FEELINGS, ARGUMENTS, OR APPEARANCES WHICH THEY MAY HAPPEN TO CONTRADICT. ALL THREE, WERE THE UNIVERSE OF THE NATURALISTS TRUE, WOULD BE ABSURD; ALL THREE HAVE EVER BEEN TREATED WITH THE REVERENCE DUE TO VITAL MATTERS BY THE BEST MINDS OF THE RACE. 
A. I NEED NOT POINT OUT THE HOPELESSLY IRRATIONAL CHARACTER OF ALL GREAT RELIGIONS: WHICH REST, ONE AND ALL, ON A PRIMARY ASSUMPTION THAT CAN NEVER BE INTELLECTUALLY DEMONSTRATED, MUCH LESS P. 18 PROVED—THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE SUPRA-SENSIBLE IS SOMEHOW IMPORTANT AND REAL, AND IS INTIMATELY CONNECTED WITH THE LIFE OF MAN. THIS FACT HAS BEEN INCESSANTLY DWELT UPON BY THEIR CRITICS, AND HAS PROVOKED MANY A MISPLACED EXERCISE OF INGENUITY ON THE PART OF THEIR INTELLIGENT FRIENDS. YET RELIGION—EMPHASIZING AND PUSHING TO EXTREMES THAT GENERAL DEPENDENCE ON FAITH WHICH WE SAW TO BE AN INEVITABLE CONDITION OF OUR LIVES—IS ONE OF THE MOST UNIVERSAL AND INERADICABLE FUNCTIONS OF MAN, AND THIS ALTHOUGH IT CONSTANTLY ACTS DETRIMENTALLY TO THE INTERESTS OF HIS MERELY PHYSICAL EXISTENCE, OPPOSES “THE EXCLUSIVE ACTION OF THE WILL-TO-LIVE,” EXCEPT IN SO FAR AS THAT WILL ASPIRES TO ETERNAL LIFE. STRICTLY UTILITARIAN, ALMOST LOGICAL IN THE SAVAGE, RELIGION BECOMES MORE AND MORE TRANSCENDENTAL WITH THE UPWARD PROGRESS OF THE RACE. IT BEGINS AS BLACK MAGIC; IT ENDS AS PURE LOVE. WHY DID THE COSMIC IDEA ELABORATE THIS RELIGIOUS INSTINCT, IF THE CONSTRUCTION PUT UPON ITS INTENTIONS BY THE DETERMINISTS BE TRUE?
B. CONSIDER AGAIN THE WHOLE GROUP OF PHENOMENA WHICH ARE KNOWN AS “THE PROBLEM OF SUFFERING”: THE MENTAL ANGUISH AND PHYSICAL PAIN WHICH APPEAR TO BE THE INEVITABLE RESULT OF THE STEADY OPERATION OF “NATURAL LAW” AND ITS VOLUNTARY ASSISTANTS, THE CRUELTY, GREED, AND INJUSTICE OF MAN. HERE, IT IS TRUE, THE NATURALIST SEEMS AT FIRST SIGHT TO MAKE A LITTLE HEADWAY, AND CAN POINT TO SOME AMONGST THE CRUDER FORMS OF SUFFERING WHICH ARE CLEARLY USEFUL TO THE RACE: PUNISHING US FOR PAST FOLLIES, SPURRING TO NEW EFFORTS, WARNING AGAINST FUTURE INFRINGEMENTS OF “LAW.” BUT HE FORGETS THE MANY OTHERS WHICH REFUSE TO BE RESUMED UNDER THIS SIMPLE FORMULA: FORGETS TO EXPLAIN HOW IT IS THAT THE COSMIC IDEA INVOLVES THE LONG TORMENTS OF THE INCURABLE, THE TORTURES OF THE INNOCENT, THE DEEP ANGUISH OF THE BEREAVED, THE EXISTENCE OF SO MANY GRATUITOUSLY AGONIZING FORMS OF DEATH. HE FORGETS, TOO, THE STRANGE FACT THAT MAN’S CAPACITY FOR SUFFERING TENDS TO INCREASE IN DEPTH AND SUBTLETY WITH THE INCREASE OF CULTURE AND CIVILIZATION; IGNORES THE STILL MORE MYSTERIOUS, PERHAPS MOST SIGNIFICANT CIRCUMSTANCE THAT THE HIGHEST TYPES HAVE ACCEPTED IT EAGERLY AND WILLINGLY, HAVE FOUND IN PAIN THE GRAVE BUT KINDLY TEACHER OF IMMORTAL SECRETS, THE CONFERRER OF LIBERTY, EVEN THE INITIATOR INTO AMAZING JOYS. THOSE WHO “EXPLAIN” SUFFERING AS THE RESULT OF NATURE’S IMMENSE FECUNDITY—A BY-PRODUCT OF THAT OVERCROWDING AND STRESS THROUGH WHICH THE FITTEST TEND TO SURVIVE—FORGET THAT EVEN WERE THIS DEMONSTRATION VALID AND COMPLETE IT WOULD LEAVE THE REAL PROBLEM UNTOUCHED. THE QUESTION IS NOT, WHENCE COME THOSE CONDITIONS WHICH PROVOKE IN THE SELF THE EXPERIENCES CALLED SORROW, ANXIETY, PAIN: BUT, WHY DO THESE CONDITIONS HURT THE SELF? THE PAIN IS MENTAL; A LITTLE CHLOROFORM, AND THOUGH THE CONDITIONS CONTINUE P. 19 UNABATED THE SUFFERING IS GONE. WHY DOES FULL CONSCIOUSNESS ALWAYS INCLUDE THE MYSTERIOUS CAPACITY FOR MISERY AS WELL AS FOR HAPPINESS—A CAPACITY WHICH SEEMS AT FIRST SIGHT TO INVALIDATE ANY CONCEPTION OF THE ABSOLUTE AS BEAUTIFUL AND GOOD? WHY DOES EVOLUTION, AS WE ASCEND THE LADDER OF LIFE, FOSTER INSTEAD OF DIMINISHING THE CAPACITY FOR USELESS MENTAL ANGUISH, FOR LONG, DULL TORMENT, BITTER GRIEF? WHY, WHEN SO MUCH LIES OUTSIDE OUR LIMITED POWERS OF PERCEPTION, WHEN SO MANY OF OUR OWN MOST VITAL FUNCTIONS ARE UNPERCEIVED BY CONSCIOUSNESS, DOES SUFFERING OF SOME SORT FORM AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE EXPERIENCE OF MAN? FOR UTILITARIAN PURPOSES ACUTE DISCOMFORT WOULD BE QUITE ENOUGH; THE COSMIC IDEA, AS THE DETERMINISTS EXPLAIN IT, DID NOT REALLY NEED AN APPARATUS WHICH FELT ALL THE THROES OF CANCER, THE HORRORS OF NEURASTHENIA, THE PANGS OF BIRTH. STILL LESS DID IT NEED THE TORMENTS OF IMPOTENT SYMPATHY FOR OTHER PEOPLE’S IRREMEDIABLE PAIN THE DREADFUL POWER OF FEELING THE WORLD’S WOE. WE ARE HOPELESSLY OVER-SENSITIZED FOR THE PART SCIENCE CALLS US TO PLAY. PAIN, HOWEVER WE MAY LOOK AT IT, INDICATES A PROFOUND DISHARMONY BETWEEN THE SENSE-WORLD AND THE HUMAN SELF. IF IT IS TO BE VANQUISHED, EITHER THE DISHARMONY MUST BE RESOLVED BY A DELIBERATE AND CAREFUL ADJUSTMENT OF THE SELF TO THE WORLD OF SENSE, OR, THAT SELF MUST TURN FROM THE SENSE-WORLD TO SOME OTHER WITH WHICH IT IS IN TUNE.  PESSIMIST AND OPTIMIST HERE JOIN HANDS. BUT WHILST THE PESSIMIST, RESTING IN APPEARANCE, ONLY SEES “NATURE RED IN TOOTH AND CLAW” OFFERING HIM LITTLE HOPE OF ESCAPE, THE OPTIMIST THINKS THAT PAIN AND ANGUISH—WHICH MAY IN THEIR LOWER FORMS BE LIFE’S HARSH GUIDES ON THE PATH OF PHYSICAL EVOLUTION—IN THEIR HIGHER AND APPARENTLY “USELESS” DEVELOPMENTS ARE HER LEADERS AND TEACHERS IN THE UPPER SCHOOL OF SUPRA-SENSIBLE REALITY. HE BELIEVES THAT THEY PRESS THE SELF TOWARDS ANOTHER WORLD, STILL “NATURAL” FOR HIM, THOUGH “SUPERNATURAL” FOR HIS ANTAGONIST, IN WHICH IT WILL BE MORE AT HOME. WATCHING LIFE, HE SEES IN PAIN THE COMPLEMENT OF LOVE: AND IS INCLINED TO CALL THESE THE WINGS ON WHICH MAN’S SPIRIT CAN BEST TAKE FLIGHT TOWARDS THE ABSOLUTE. HENCE, HE CAN SAY WITH A KEMPIS, “GLORIARI IN TRIBULATIONE NON EST GRAVE AMANTI,” AND NEEDS NOT TO SPEAK OF MORBID FOLLY WHEN HE SEES THE CHRISTIAN SAINTS RUN EAGERLY AND MERRILY TO THE CROSS. HE CALLS SUFFERING THE “GYMNASTIC OF ETERNITY,” THE “TERRIBLE P. 20 INITIATIVE CARESS OF GOD”; RECOGNIZING IN IT A QUALITY FOR WHICH THE DISAGREEABLE REARRANGEMENT OF NERVE MOLECULES CANNOT ACCOUNT. SOMETIMES, IN THE EXCESS OF HIS OPTIMISM, HE PUTS TO THE TEST OF PRACTICE THIS THEORY WITH ALL ITS IMPLICATIONS. REFUSING TO BE DELUDED BY THE PLEASURES OF THE SENSE WORLD, HE ACCEPTS INSTEAD OF AVOIDING PAIN, AND BECOMES AN ASCETIC; A PUZZLING TYPE FOR THE CONVINCED NATURALIST, WHO, FALLING BACK UPON CONTEMPT—THAT FAVORITE RESOURCE OF THE FRUSTRATED REASON—CAN ONLY REGARD HIM AS DISEASED. PAIN, THEN, WHICH PLUNGES LIKE A SWORD THROUGH CREATION, LEAVING ON THE ONE SIDE CRINGING AND DEGRADED ANIMALS AND ON THE OTHER SIDE HEROES AND SAINTS, IS ONE OF THOSE FACTS OF UNIVERSAL EXPERIENCE WHICH ARE PECULIARLY INTRACTABLE FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF A MERELY MATERIALISTIC PHILOSOPHY.
C. FROM THIS SAME POINT OF VIEW THE EXISTENCE OF MUSIC AND POETRY, THE QUALITIES OF BEAUTY AND OF RHYTHM, THE EVOKED SENSATIONS OF AWE, REVERENCE, AND RAPTURE, ARE ALMOST AS DIFFICULT TO ACCOUNT FOR. THE QUESTION WHY AN APPARENT CORRUGATION OF THE EARTH’S SURFACE, CALLED FOR CONVENIENCE’ SAKE AN ALP, COATED WITH CONGEALED WATER, AND PERCEIVED BY US AS A SNOWY PEAK, SHOULD PRODUCE IN CERTAIN NATURES ACUTE SENSATIONS OF ECSTASY AND ADORATION, WHY THE SKYLARK’S SONG SHOULD CATCH US UP TO HEAVEN, AND WONDER AND MYSTERY SPEAK TO US ALIKE IN “THE LITTLE SPEEDWELL’S DARLING BLUE” AND IN THE CADENCE OF THE WIND, IS A PROBLEM THAT SEEMS TO BE MERELY ABSURD, UNTIL IT IS SEEN TO BE INSOLUBLE. HERE MADAM HOW AND LADY WHY ALIKE ARE SILENT. WITH ALL OUR BUSY SEEKING, WE HAVE NOT FOUND THE SORTING HOUSE WHERE LOVELINESS IS EXTRACTED FROM THE FLUX OF THINGS. WE KNOW NOT WHY “GREAT” POETRY SHOULD MOVE US TO UNSPEAKABLE EMOTION, OR A STREAM OF NOTES, ARRANGED IN A PECULIAR SEQUENCE, CATCH US UP TO HEIGHTENED LEVELS OF VITALITY: NOR CAN WE GUESS HOW A PASSIONATE ADMIRATION FOR THAT WHICH WE CALL “BEST” IN ART OR LETTERS CAN POSSIBLY CONTRIBUTE TO THE PHYSICAL EVOLUTION OF THE RACE. IN SPITE OF MANY LENGTHY DISQUISITIONS ON ESTHETICS, BEAUTY’S SECRET IS STILL HER OWN. A SHADOWY COMPANION, HALF SEEN, HALF GUESSED AT, SHE KEEPS STEP WITH THE UPWARD MARCH OF LIFE: AND WE RECEIVE HER MESSAGE AND RESPOND TO IT, NOT BECAUSE WE UNDERSTAND IT BUT BECAUSE WE MUST. HERE IT IS THAT WE APPROACH THAT ATTITUDE OF THE SELF, THAT POINT OF VIEW, WHICH IS LOOSELY AND GENERALLY CALLED MYSTICAL. HERE, INSTEAD OF THOSE BROAD BLIND ALLEYS WHICH PHILOSOPHY SHOWED US, A CERTAIN TYPE OF MIND HAS ALWAYS DISCERNED THREE STRAIT AND NARROW WAYS GOING OUT TOWARDS THE ABSOLUTE. IN RELIGION, IN PAIN, AND IN BEAUTY—AND NOT ONLY IN THESE, BUT IN MANY OTHER APPARENTLY USELESS PECULIARITIES OF THE EMPIRICAL WORLD AND OF THE PERCEIVING CONSCIOUSNESS—THESE PERSONS INSIST THAT THEY RECOGNIZE AT LEAST P. 21 THE FRINGE OF THE REAL. DOWN THESE THREE PATHS, AS WELL AS BY MANY ANOTHER SECRET WAY, THEY CLAIM THAT NEWS COMES TO THE SELF CONCERNING LEVELS OF REALITY WHICH IN THEIR WHOLENESS ARE INACCESSIBLE TO THE SENSES: WORLDS WONDROUS AND IMMORTAL, WHOSE EXISTENCE IS NOT CONDITIONED BY THE “GIVEN” WORLD WHICH THOSE SENSES REPORT. “BEAUTY,” SAID HEGEL, WHO, THOUGH HE WAS NO MYSTIC, HAD A TOUCH OF THAT MYSTICAL INTUITION WHICH NO PHILOSOPHER CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT, “IS MERELY THE SPIRITUAL MAKING ITSELF KNOWN SENSUOUSLY.”  IN THE GOOD, THE BEAUTIFUL, THE TRUE,” SAYS RUDOLPH EUCKEN, “WE SEE REALITY REVEALING ITS PERSONAL CHARACTER. THEY ARE PARTS OF A COHERENT AND SUBSTANTIAL SPIRITUAL WORLD.”  HERE, SOME OF THE VEILS OF THAT SUBSTANTIAL WORLD ARE STRIPPED OFF: REALITY PEEPS THROUGH AND IS RECOGNIZED, DIMLY OR ACUTELY, BY THE IMPRISONED SELF. RÉCÉJAC ONLY DEVELOPS THIS IDEA WHEN HE SAYS, “IF THE MIND PENETRATES DEEPLY INTO THE FACTS OF AESTHETICS, IT WILL FIND MORE AND MORE, THAT THESE FACTS ARE BASED UPON AN IDEAL IDENTITY BETWEEN THE MIND ITSELF AND THINGS. AT A CERTAIN POINT THE HARMONY BECOMES SO COMPLETE, AND THE FINALITY SO CLOSE THAT IT GIVES US ACTUAL EMOTION. THE BEAUTIFUL THEN BECOMES THE SUBLIME; BRIEF APPARITION, BY WHICH THE SOUL IS CAUGHT UP INTO THE TRUE MYSTIC STATE, AND TOUCHES THE ABSOLUTE. IT IS SCARCELY POSSIBLE TO PERSIST IN THIS ESTHETIC PERCEPTION WITHOUT FEELING LIFTED UP BY IT ABOVE THINGS AND ABOVE OURSELVES, IN AN ONTOLOGICAL VISION WHICH CLOSELY RESEMBLES THE ABSOLUTE OF THE MYSTICS.” IT WAS OF THIS UNDERLYING REALITY—THIS TRUTH OF THINGS—THAT ST. AUGUSTINE CRIED IN A MOMENT OF LUCID VISION, “OH, BEAUTY SO OLD AND SO NEW, TOO LATE HAVE I LOVED THEE!”  IT IS IN THIS SENSE ALSO THAT “BEAUTY IS TRUTH, TRUTH BEAUTY”: AND AS REGARDS THE KNOWLEDGE OF ULTIMATE THINGS WHICH IS POSSIBLE TO ORDINARY MEN, IT MAY WELL BE THAT “THAT IS ALL YE KNOW ON EARTH, AND ALL YE NEED TO KNOW.” “OF BEAUTY,” SAYS PLATO IN AN IMMORTAL PASSAGE, “I REPEAT AGAIN THAT WE SAW HER THERE SHINING IN COMPANY WITH THE CELESTIAL FORMS; AND COMING TO EARTH WE FIND HER HERE TOO, SHINING IN CLEARNESS THROUGH THE CLEAREST APERTURE OF SENSE. FOR SIGHT IS THE MOST PIERCING OF OUR BODILY SENSES: THOUGH NOT BY THAT IS WISDOM SEEN; HER LOVELINESS WOULD HAVE BEEN TRANSPORTING IF THERE HAD BEEN A VISIBLE IMAGE OF HER, AND THE OTHER IDEAS, IF THEY HAD VISIBLE COUNTERPARTS, WOULD BE EQUALLY LOVELY. BUT THIS IS THE PRIVILEGE OF BEAUTY, THAT BEING THE LOVELIEST SHE IS ALSO THE MOST PALPABLE TO SIGHT. NOW P. 22 HE WHO IS NOT NEWLY INITIATED, OR WHO HAS BEEN CORRUPTED, DOES NOT EASILY RISE OUT OF THIS WORLD TO THE SIGHT OF TRUE BEAUTY IN THE OTHER...BUT HE WHOSE INITIATION IS RECENT, AND WHO HAS BEEN THE SPECTATOR OF MANY GLORIES IN THE OTHER WORLD, IS AMAZED WHEN HE SEES ANYONE HAVING A GODLIKE FACE OR FORM, WHICH IS THE EXPRESSION OF DIVINE BEAUTY; AND AT FIRST A SHUDDER RUNS THROUGH HIM, AND AGAIN THE OLD AWE STEALS OVER HIM....”  MOST MEN IN THE COURSE OF THEIR LIVES HAVE KNOWN SUCH PLATONIC HOURS OF INITIATION, WHEN THE SENSE OF BEAUTY HAS RISEN FROM A PLEASANT FEELING TO A PASSION, AND AN ELEMENT OF STRANGENESS AND TERROR HAS BEEN MINGLED WITH THEIR JOY. IN THOSE HOURS THE WORLD HAS SEEMED CHARGED WITH A NEW VITALITY; WITH A SPLENDOR WHICH DOES NOT BELONG TO IT BUT IS POURED THROUGH IT, AS LIGHT THROUGH A COLORED WINDOW, GRACE THROUGH A SACRAMENT, FROM THAT PERFECT BEAUTY WHICH “SHINES IN COMPANY WITH THE CELESTIAL FORMS” BEYOND THE PALE OF APPEARANCE. IN SUCH MOODS OF HEIGHTENED CONSCIOUSNESS EACH BLADE OF GRASS SEEMS FIERCE WITH MEANING, AND BECOMES A WELL OF WONDROUS LIGHT: A “LITTLE EMERALD SET IN THE CITY OF GOD.” THE SEEING SELF IS INDEED AN INITIATE THRUST SUDDENLY INTO THE SANCTUARY OF THE MYSTERIES: AND FEELS THE “OLD AWE AND AMAZEMENT” WITH WHICH MAN ENCOUNTERS THE REAL. IN SUCH EXPERIENCES, A NEW FACTOR OF THE ETERNAL CALCULUS APPEARS TO BE THRUST IN ON US, A FACTOR WHICH NO HONEST SEEKER FOR TRUTH CAN AFFORD TO NEGLECT; SINCE, IF IT BE DANGEROUS TO SAY THAT ANY TWO SYSTEMS OF KNOWLEDGE ARE MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE, IT IS STILL MORE DANGEROUS TO GIVE UNCRITICAL PRIORITY TO ANY ONE SYSTEM. WE ARE BOUND, THEN, TO EXAMINE THIS PATH TO REALITY AS CLOSELY AND SERIOUSLY AS WE SHOULD INVESTIGATE THE MOST NEATLY FINISHED SAFETY-LADDER OF SOLID ASH WHICH OFFERED A SALITA ALLE STELLE. WHY, AFTER ALL, TAKE AS OUR STANDARD A MATERIAL WORLD WHOSE EXISTENCE IS AFFIRMED BY NOTHING MORE TRUSTWORTHY THAN THE SENSE-IMPRESSIONS OF “NORMAL MEN”; THOSE IMPERFECT AND EASILY CHEATED CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION? THE MYSTICS, THOSE ADVENTURERS OF WHOM WE SPOKE UPON THE FIRST PAGE OF THIS BOOK, HAVE ALWAYS DECLARED, IMPLICITLY OR EXPLICITLY, THEIR DISTRUST IN THESE CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION. THEY HAVE NEVER BEEN DECEIVED BY PHENOMENA, NOR BY THE CAREFUL LOGIC OF THE INDUSTRIOUS INTELLECT. ONE AFTER ANOTHER, WITH EXTRAORDINARY UNANIMITY, THEY HAVE REJECTED THAT APPEAL TO THE UNREAL WORLD OF APPEARANCE WHICH IS THE STANDARD OF P. 23 SENSIBLE MEN: AFFIRMING THAT THERE IS ANOTHER WAY, ANOTHER SECRET, BY WHICH THE CONSCIOUS SELF MAY REACH THE ACTUALITY WHICH IT SEEKS. MORE COMPLETE IN THEIR GRASP OF EXPERIENCE THAN THE VOTARIES OF INTELLECT OR OF SENSE, THEY ACCEPT AS CENTRAL FOR LIFE THOSE SPIRITUAL MESSAGES WHICH ARE MEDIATED BY RELIGION, BY BEAUTY, AND BY PAIN. MORE REASONABLE THAN THE RATIONALISTS, THEY FIND IN THAT VERY HUNGER FOR REALITY WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF ALL METAPHYSICS, AN IMPLICIT PROOF THAT SUCH REALITY EXISTS; THAT THERE IS SOMETHING ELSE, SOME FINAL SATISFACTION, BEYOND THE CEASELESS STREAM OF SENSATION WHICH BESIEGES CONSCIOUSNESS. “IN THAT THOU HAST SOUGHT ME, THOU HAST ALREADY FOUND ME,” SAYS THE VOICE OF ABSOLUTE TRUTH IN THEIR EARS. THIS IS THE FIRST DOCTRINE OF MYSTICISM. ITS NEXT IS THAT ONLY IN SO FAR AS THE SELF IS REAL CAN IT HOPE TO KNOW REALITY: LIKE TO LIKE: COT AD COT LOQUITUR. UPON THE PROPOSITIONS IMPLICIT IN THESE TWO LAWS THE WHOLE CLAIM AND PRACTICE OF THE MYSTIC LIFE DEPENDS. “FINITE AS WE ARE,” THEY SAY—AND HERE THEY SPEAK NOT FOR THEMSELVES, BUT FOR THE RACE—“LOST THOUGH WE SEEM TO BE IN THE WOODS OR IN THE WIDE AIR’S WILDERNESS, IN THIS WORLD OF TIME AND OF CHANCE, WE HAVE STILL, LIKE THE STRAYED ANIMALS OR LIKE THE MIGRATING BIRDS, OUR HOMING INSTINCT...WE SEEK. THAT IS A FACT. WE SEEK A CITY STILL OUT OF SIGHT. IN THE CONTRAST WITH THIS GOAL, WE LIVE. BUT IF THIS BE SO, THEN ALREADY WE POSSESS SOMETHING OF BEING EVEN IN OUR FINITE SEEKING. FOR THE READINESS TO SEEK IS ALREADY SOMETHING OF AN ATTAINMENT, EVEN IF A POOR ONE.” FURTHER, IN THIS SEEKING WE ARE NOT WHOLLY DEPENDENT ON THAT HOMING INSTINCT. FOR SOME, WHO HAVE CLIMBED TO THE HILL-TOPS, THAT CITY IS NOT REALLY OUT OF SIGHT. THE MYSTICS SEE IT AND REPORT TO US CONCERNING IT. SCIENCE AND METAPHYSICS MAY DO THEIR BEST AND THEIR WORST: BUT THESE PATHFINDERS OF THE SPIRIT NEVER FALTER IN THEIR STATEMENTS CONCERNING THAT INDEPENDENT SPIRITUAL WORLD WHICH IS THE ONLY GOAL OF “PILGRIM MAN.” THEY SAY THAT MESSAGES COME TO HIM FROM THAT SPIRITUAL WORLD, THAT COMPLETE REALITY WHICH WE CALL ABSOLUTE: THAT WE ARE NOT, AFTER ALL, HERMETICALLY SEALED FROM IT. TO ALL WHO WILL RECEIVE IT, NEWS COMES OF A WORLD OF ABSOLUTE LIFE, ABSOLUTE BEAUTY, ABSOLUTE TRUTH, BEYOND THE BORNE OF TIME AND PLACE: NEWS THAT MOST OF US TRANSLATE—AND INEVITABLY DISTORT IN THE PROCESS—INTO THE LANGUAGE OF RELIGION, OF BEAUTY, OF LOVE, OR OF PAIN. OF ALL THOSE FORMS OF LIFE AND THOUGHT WITH WHICH HUMANITY HAS FED ITS CRAVING FOR TRUTH, MYSTICISM ALONE POSTULATES, AND IN THE PERSONS OF ITS GREAT INITIATES PROVES, NOT ONLY THE EXISTENCE OF THE ABSOLUTE, BUT ALSO THIS LINK: THIS POSSIBILITY FIRST OF KNOWING, FINALLY OF ATTAINING IT. IT DENIES THAT POSSIBLE KNOWLEDGE IS TO BE LIMITED (A) TO SENSE IMPRESSIONS, (B) TO ANY PROCESS OF INTELLECTION, P. 24 (C) TO THE UNFOLDING OF THE CONTENT OF NORMAL CONSCIOUSNESS. SUCH DIAGRAMS OF EXPERIENCE, IT SAYS, ARE HOPELESSLY INCOMPLETE. THE MYSTICS FIND THE BASIS OF THEIR METHOD NOT IN LOGIC BUT IN LIFE: IN THE EXISTENCE OF A DISCOVERABLE “REAL,” A SPARK OF TRUE BEING, WITHIN THE SEEKING SUBJECT, WHICH CAN, IN THAT INEFFABLE EXPERIENCE WHICH THEY CALL THE “ACT OF UNION,” FUSE ITSELF WITH AND THUS APPREHEND THE REALITY OF THE SOUGHT OBJECT. IN THEOLOGICAL LANGUAGE, THEIR THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE IS THAT THE SPIRIT OF MAN, ITSELF ESSENTIALLY DIVINE, IS CAPABLE OF IMMEDIATE COMMUNION WITH GOD, THE ONE REALITY. IN MYSTICISM THAT LOVE OF TRUTH WHICH WE SAW AS THE BEGINNING OF ALL PHILOSOPHY LEAVES THE MERELY INTELLECTUAL SPHERE, AND TAKES ON THE ASSURED ASPECT OF A PERSONAL PASSION. WHERE THE PHILOSOPHER GUESSES AND ARGUES, THE MYSTIC LIVES AND LOOKS; AND SPEAKS, CONSEQUENTLY, THE DISCONCERTING LANGUAGE OF FIRST-HAND EXPERIENCE, NOT THE NEAT DIALECTIC OF THE SCHOOLS. HENCE WHILST THE ABSOLUTE OF THE METAPHYSICIANS REMAINS A DIAGRAM—IMPERSONAL AND UNATTAINABLE—THE ABSOLUTE OF THE MYSTICS IS LOVABLE, ATTAINABLE, ALIVE. “OH, TASTE AND SEE!” THEY CRY, IN ACCENTS OF ASTOUNDING CERTAINTY AND JOY. “OURS IS AN EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCE. WE CAN BUT COMMUNICATE OUR SYSTEM, NEVER ITS RESULT. WE COME TO YOU NOT AS THINKERS, BUT AS DOERS. LEAVE YOUR DEEP AND ABSURD TRUST IN THE SENSES, WITH THEIR LANGUAGE OF DOT AND DASH, WHICH MAY POSSIBLY REPORT FACT BUT CAN NEVER COMMUNICATE PERSONALITY. IF PHILOSOPHY HAS TAUGHT YOU ANYTHING, SHE HAS SURELY TAUGHT YOU THE LENGTH OF HER TETHER, AND THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF ATTAINING TO THE DOUBTLESS ADMIRABLE GRAZING LAND WHICH LIES BEYOND IT. ONE AFTER ANOTHER, IDEALISTS HAVE ARISEN WHO, STRAINING FRANTICALLY AT THE ROPE, HAVE ANNOUNCED TO THE WORLD THEIR APPROACHING LIBERTY; ONLY TO BE FLUNG BACK AT LAST INTO THE LITTLE CIRCLE OF SENSATION. BUT HERE WE ARE, A SMALL FAMILY, IT IS TRUE, YET ONE THAT REFUSES TO DIE OUT, ASSURING YOU THAT WE HAVE SLIPPED THE KNOT AND ARE FREE OF THOSE GRAZING GROUNDS. THIS IS EVIDENCE WHICH YOU ARE BOUND TO BRING INTO ACCOUNT BEFORE YOU CAN ADD UP THE SUM TOTAL OF POSSIBLE KNOWLEDGE; FOR YOU WILL FIND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO PROVE THAT THE WORLD AS SEEN BY THE MYSTICS, ‘UNIMAGINABLE, FORMLESS, DARK WITH EXCESS OF BRIGHT,’ IS LESS REAL THAN THAT WHICH IS EXPOUNDED BY THE YOUNGEST AND MOST PROMISING DEMONSTRATOR OF A PHYSICOCHEMICAL UNIVERSE. WE WILL BE QUITE CANDID WITH YOU. EXAMINE US AS MUCH AS YOU LIKE: OUR MACHINERY, OUR VERACITY, OUR RESULTS. WE CANNOT PROMISE THAT YOU SHALL SEE WHAT WE HAVE SEEN, FOR HERE EACH MAN MUST ADVENTURE FOR HIMSELF; P. 25 BUT WE DEFY YOU TO STIGMATIZE OUR EXPERIENCES AS IMPOSSIBLE OR INVALID. IS YOUR WORLD OF EXPERIENCE SO WELL AND LOGICALLY FOUNDED THAT YOU DARE MAKE OF IT A STANDARD? PHILOSOPHY TELLS YOU THAT IT IS FOUNDED ON NOTHING BETTER THAN THE REPORTS OF YOUR SENSORY APPARATUS AND THE TRADITIONAL CONCEPTS OF THE RACE. CERTAINLY, IT IS IMPERFECT, PROBABLY IT IS ILLUSION IN ANY EVENT, IT NEVER TOUCHES THE FOUNDATION OF THINGS. WHEREAS ‘WHAT THE WORLD, WHICH TRULY KNOWS NOTHING, CALLS “MYSTICISM” IS THE SCIENCE OF ULTIMATE’S, ...THE SCIENCE OF SELF-EVIDENT REALITY, WHICH CANNOT BE “REASONED ABOUT,” BECAUSE IT IS THE OBJECT OF PURE REASON OR PERCEPTION.’” 
II. MYSTICISM AND VITALISM
WE GLANCED, AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS INQUIRY, AT THE UNIVERSES WHICH RESULT FROM THE VARIOUS FORMS OF CREDULITY PRACTICED BY THE MATERIALIST, THE IDEALIST, AND THE SCEPTIC. WE SAW THE MYSTIC DENYING BY WORD AND ACT THE VALIDITY OF THE FOUNDATIONS ON WHICH THOSE UNIVERSES ARE BUILT: SUBSTITUTING HIS LIVING EXPERIENCE FOR THEIR CONCEPTUAL SCHEMES. BUT THERE IS ANOTHER WAY OF SEEING REALITY OR, MORE CORRECTLY, ONE ASPECT OF REALITY. THIS SCHEME OF THINGS POSSESSES THE MERIT OF ACCEPTING AND HARMONIZING MANY DIFFERENT FORMS OF EXPERIENCE; EVEN THOSE SUPREME EXPERIENCES AND INTUITIONS PECULIAR TO THE MYSTICS. THE FIRST DISTINCT CONTRIBUTION OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY TO MAN’S QUEST OF THE REAL, IT ENTERED THE PHILOSOPHIC ARENA FROM SEVERAL DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS; PENETRATING AND MODIFYING CURRENT CONCEPTIONS NOT ONLY OF PHILOSOPHY BUT OF RELIGION, SCIENCE, ART AND PRACTICAL LIFE. IT WAS APPLIED BY DRIESCH AND OTHER BIOLOGISTS IN THE SPHERE OF ORGANIC LIFE. BERGSON, STARTING FROM PSYCHOLOGY, DEVELOPED ITS INTELLECTUAL AND METAPHYSICAL IMPLICATIONS; WHILST RUDOLPH EUCKEN CONSTRUCTED FROM, OR BESIDE IT, A PHILOSOPHY OF THE SPIRIT, OF MAN’S RELATIONS TO THE REAL. P. 27 IN ALL THESE WE FIND THE SAME PRINCIPLE; THE PRINCIPLE OF A FREE SPONTANEOUS AND CREATIVE LIFE AS THE ESSENCE OF REALITY. NOT LAW BUT ALIVENESS, INCALCULABLE AND INDOMITABLE, IS THEIR SUBJECT-MATTER: NOT HUMAN LOGIC, BUT ACTUAL LIVING EXPERIENCE IS THEIR CRITERION OF TRUTH. VITALISTS, WHETHER THE SPHERE OF THEIR EXPLORATIONS BE BIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY OR ETHICS, SEE THE WHOLE COSMOS, THE PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL WORLDS, AS INSTINCT WITH INITIATIVE AND SPONTANEITY: AS ABOVE ALL THINGS FREE. FOR THEM, NATURE, THOUGH CONDITIONED BY THE MATTER WITH WHICH SHE WORKS, IS STRONGER THAN HER CHAINS. PUSHING OUT FROM WITHIN, EVER SEEKING EXPRESSION, SHE BUDS AND BREAKS FORTH INTO ORIGINAL CREATION.  THE IRON “LAWS” OF THE DETERMINISTS ARE MERELY HER OBSERVED HABITS, NOT HER FETTERS: AND MAN, SEEING NATURE IN THE TERMS OF “CAUSE AND EFFECT,” HAS BEEN THE DUPE OF HIS OWN LIMITATIONS AND PREJUDICES. BERGSON, NIETZSCHE, EUCKEN, DIFFERING IN THEIR OPINION AS TO LIFE’S MEANING, ARE ALIKE IN THIS VISION: IN THE STRESS WHICH THEY LAY ON THE SUPREME IMPORTANCE AND VALUE OF LIFE—A GREAT COSMIC LIFE TRANSCENDING AND INCLUDING OUR OWN. THIS IS MATERIALISM INSIDE OUT: FOR HERE WHAT WE CALL THE UNIVERSE IS PRESENTED AS AN EXPRESSION OF LIFE, NOT LIFE AS AN EXPRESSION OR BY-PRODUCT OF THE UNIVERSE. THE STRANGE PASSIONATE PHILOSOPHY OF NIETZSCHE IS REALLY BUILT UPON AN INTENSE BELIEF IN THIS SUPERNAL NATURE AND VALUE OF LIFE, ACTION AND STRENGTH: AND SPOILT BY THE ONE-SIDED INDIVIDUALISM WHICH PREVENTED HIM FROM HOLDING A JUST BALANCE BETWEEN THE GREAT AND SIGNIFICANT LIFE OF THE EGO AND THE GREATER AND MORE SIGNIFICANT LIFE OF THE ALL. OBVIOUSLY, THE MERIT OF VITALISTIC PHILOSOPHY LIES IN ITS ABILITY TO SATISFY SO MANY DIFFERENT THINKERS, STARTING FROM SUCH DIVERSE POINTS IN OUR COMMON EXPERIENCE. ON THE PHENOMENAL SIDE IT CAN ACCEPT AND TRANSFIGURE THE STATEMENTS OF PHYSICAL SCIENCE. IN ITS METAPHYSICAL ASPECT IT LEAVES PLACE FOR THOSE ONTOLOGICAL SPECULATIONS WHICH SEEM TO TAKE THEIR RISE IN PSYCHOLOGY. IT IS FRIENDLY TO THOSE WHO DEMAND AN IMPORTANT PLACE FOR MORAL AND SPIRITUAL ACTIVITY IN THE UNIVERSE. FINALLY—THOUGH HERE WE MUST BE CONTENT WITH DEDUCTION RATHER THAN DECLARATION—IT LEAVES IN THE HANDS OF THE MYSTICS THAT POWER OF ATTAINING TO ABSOLUTE REALITY WHICH THEY HAVE ALWAYS CLAIMED: SHOWS THEM AS THE TRUE POSSESSORS OF FREEDOM, THE TORCH-BEARERS OF THE RACE. DID IT ACKNOWLEDGE ITS ANCESTORS WITH THAT REVERENCE WHICH IS THEIR DUE, VITALISM WOULD IDENTIFY ITSELF WITH THE MYSTIC PHILOSOPHER, P. 28 HERACLEITUS; WHO, IN THE FIFTH CENTURY B.C., INTRODUCED ITS CENTRAL IDEA TO THE EUROPEAN WORLD: FOR HIS “LOGOS” OR ENERGIZING FIRE IS BUT ANOTHER SYMBOL FOR THAT FREE AND LIVING SPIRIT OF BECOMING, THAT INDWELLING CREATIVE POWER, WHICH VITALISM ACKNOWLEDGES AS THE VERY SOUL OR IMMANENT REALITY OF THINGS. IT IS IN ESSENCE BOTH A HELLENIC AND A CHRISTIAN SYSTEM OF THOUGHT. IN ITS VIEW OF THE PROPER FUNCTION OF THE INTELLECT IT HAS SOME UNEXPECTED AFFINITIES WITH ARISTOTLE, AND AFTER HIM WITH ST. THOMAS AQUINAS; REGARDING IT AS A DEPARTMENTAL AFFAIR, NOT THE ORGAN OF ULTIMATE KNOWLEDGE. ITS THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE IS CLOSE TO THAT OF THE MYSTICS: OR WOULD BE, IF THOSE GAZERS ON REALITY HAD INTERESTED THEMSELVES IN ANY PSYCHOLOGICAL THEORY OF THEIR OWN EXPERIENCES. A PHILOSOPHY WHICH CAN HARMONIZE SUCH DIVERSE ELEMENTS AS THESE, AND MAKE ITS INFLUENCE FELT IN SO MANY FIELDS OF THOUGHT, MAY BE USEFUL IN OUR PRESENT ATTEMPT TOWARDS AN UNDERSTANDING OF MYSTICISM: FOR IT ILLUSTRATES CERTAIN ASPECTS OF PERCEIVED REALITY WHICH OTHER SYSTEMS IGNORE. IT HAS THE FURTHER RECOMMENDATION OF INVOLVING NOT A MERE DIAGRAM OF METAPHYSICAL POSSIBILITIES, BUT A GENUINE THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE. ITS SCOPE INCLUDES PSYCHOLOGY AS WELL AS PHILOSOPHY: THE CONSIDERATION, NOT ONLY OF THE NATURE OF REALITY BUT ALSO OF THE SELF’S POWER OF KNOWING IT—THE MACHINERY OF CONTACT BETWEEN THE MIND AND THE FLUX OF THINGS. THUS, IT HAS AN INCLUSIVE QUALITY LACKING IN THE TIDY RING-FENCED SYSTEMS OF OTHER SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT. IT HAS NO EDGES, AND IF IT BE TRUE TO ITSELF SHOULD HAVE NO NEGATIONS. IT IS A VISION, NOT A MAP. THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN VITALISM AND THE CLASSIC PHILOSOPHIC SCHOOLS IS THIS. ITS FOCAL POINT IS NOT BEING BUT BECOMING.  TRANSLATED INTO PLATONIC LANGUAGE, NOT THE CHANGELESS ONE, THE ABSOLUTE, TRANSCENDING ALL SUCCESSION, BUT RATHER HIS ENERGIZING THOUGHT—THE SON, THE CREATIVE LOGOS—IS THE SUPREME REALITY WHICH IT PROPOSES AS ACCESSIBLE TO HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS. “ALL THINGS,” SAID HERACLEITUS, “ARE IN A STATE OF FLUX.” “EVERYTHING HAPPENS THROUGH STRIFE.” “REALITY IS A CONDITION OF UNREST.”  SUCH IS ALSO THE OPINION OF BERGSON AND ALEXANDER; WHO, AGREEING IN THIS WITH THE CONCLUSIONS OF PHYSICAL SCIENCE, LOOK UPON THE REAL AS DYNAMIC RATHER THAN STATIC, AS BECOMING RATHER THAN BEING P. 29 PERFECT, AND INVITE US TO SEE IN TIME—THE PRECESSION OR FLUX OF THINGS—THE VERY STUFF OF REALITY—“FROM THE FIXED LULL OF HEAVEN, SHE SAW TIME LIKE A PULSE SHAKE FIERCE THROUGH ALL THE WORLDS”—SAID ROSSETTI OF THE BLESSED DAMOZEL. SO, BERGSON, WHILE IGNORING IF HE DOES NOT DENY THE EXISTENCE OF THE “FIXED LULL,” THE STILL ETERNITY, THE POINT OF REST, FINDS EVERYWHERE THE PULSE OF TIME, THE VAST UNENDING STORM OF LIFE AND LOVE. REALITY, SAYS BERGSON, IS PURE CREATIVE LIFE; A DEFINITION WHICH EXCLUDES THOSE IDEAS OF PERFECTION AND FINALITY INVOLVED IN THE IDEALIST’S CONCEPT OF PURE BEING AS THE ABSOLUTE AND UNCHANGING ONE.  THIS LIFE, AS HE SEES IT, IS FED FROM WITHIN RATHER THAN UPHELD FROM WITHOUT. IT EVOLVES BY MEANS OF ITS OWN INHERENT AND SPONTANEOUS CREATIVE POWER. THE BIOLOGIST’S NATURE “SO CAREFUL OF THE TYPE”; THE THEOLOGIAN’S CREATOR TRANSCENDING HIS UNIVERSE, AND “HOLDING ALL THINGS IN THE HOLLOW OF HIS HAND”: THESE ARE GONE, AND IN THEIR PLACE, WE HAVE A UNIVERSE TEEMING WITH FREE INDIVIDUALS, EACH SELF-CREATIVE, EACH EVOLVING ETERNALLY, YET TOWARDS NO TERM. HERE, THEN, THE DEEP INSTINCT OF THE HUMAN MIND THAT THERE MUST BE A UNITY, AN ORDERLY PLAN IN THE UNIVERSE, THAT THE STRUNG-ALONG BEADS OF EXPERIENCE DO REALLY FORM A ROSARY, THOUGH IT BE ONE WHICH WE CANNOT REPEAT, IS DELIBERATELY THWARTED. CREATION, ACTIVITY, MOVEMENT; THIS, SAYS VITALISM, RATHER THAN ANY MERELY APPARENT LAW AND ORDER, ANY WHOLENESS, IS THE ESSENTIAL QUALITY OF THE REALMS THE REAL: AND LIFE IS AN ETERNAL BECOMING, A CEASELESS CHANGEFULNESS. AT ITS HIGHEST IT MAY BE CONCEIVED AS “THE UNIVERSE FLOWERING INTO DEITY,”  AS THE HERMETIC PHILOSOPHERS FOUND IN THE PRINCIPLE OF ANALOGY, “QUOD INFERIUS SICUT QUOD SUPERIUS,”  THE KEY OF CREATION, SO WE ARE INVITED TO SEE IN THAT UNINTERRUPTED CHANGE WHICH IS THE CONDITION OF OUR NORMAL CONSCIOUSNESS, A TRUE IMAGE, A MICROCOSM OF THE LIVING UNIVERSE AS A PART OF WHICH THAT CONSCIOUSNESS HAS BEEN EVOLVED. IF WE ACCEPT THIS THEORY, WE MUST THEN IMPUTE TO LIFE IN ITS FULLNESS—THE HUGE, MANY LEVELLED, MANY COLORED LIFE, THE INNUMERABLE WORLDS WHICH ESCAPE THE RHYTHM OF OUR SENSES; NOT MERELY THAT PATCH OF PHYSICAL LIFE WHICH THOSE SENSES PERCEIVE—A DIVINITY, A GREATNESS OF DESTINY FAR BEYOND THAT WITH WHICH IT IS CREDITED BY THOSE WHO HOLD TO A PHYSICO-CHEMICAL THEORY OF THE P. 30 UNIVERSE. WE MUST PERCEIVE IN IT, AS SOME MYSTICS HAVE DONE, “THE BEATING OF THE HEART OF GOD”; AND AGREE WITH HERACLEITUS THAT “THERE IS BUT ONE WISDOM, TO UNDERSTAND THE KNOWLEDGE BY WHICH ALL THINGS ARE STEERED THROUGH THE ALL.”  UNION WITH REALITY—APPREHENSION OF IT—WILL UPON THIS HYPOTHESIS BE UNION WITH LIFE AT ITS MOST INTENSE POINT: IN ITS MOST DYNAMIC ASPECT. IT WILL BE A DELIBERATE HARMONY SET UP WITH THE LOGOS WHICH THAT SAME PHILOSOPHER DESCRIBED AS “MAN’S MOST CONSTANT COMPANION.” ERGO, SAYS THE MYSTIC, UNION WITH A PERSONAL AND CONSCIOUS SPIRITUAL EXISTENCE, IMMANENT IN THE WORLD—ONE FORM, ONE HALF OF THE UNION WHICH I HAVE ALWAYS SOUGHT, SINCE THIS IS CLEARLY LIFE IN ITS HIGHEST MANIFESTATION. BEAUTY, GOODNESS, SPLENDOR, LOVE, ALL THOSE SHINING WORDS WHICH EXHILARATE THE SOUL, ARE BUT THE NAMES OF ASPECTS OR QUALITIES PICKED OUT BY HUMAN INTUITION AS CHARACTERISTIC OF THIS INTENSE AND ETERNAL LIFE IN WHICH IS THE LIFE OF MEN. HOW, THEN, MAY WE, KNEW THIS LIFE, THIS CREATIVE AND ORIGINAL SOUL OF THINGS, IN WHICH WE ARE BATHED; IN WHICH, AS IN A RIVER, SWEPT ALONG? NOT, SAYS BERGSON BLUNTLY, BY ANY INTELLECTUAL MEANS. THE MIND WHICH THINKS IT KNOWS REALITY BECAUSE IT HAS MADE A DIAGRAM OF REALITY, IS MERELY THE DUPE OF ITS OWN CATEGORIES. THE INTELLECT IS A SPECIALIZED ASPECT OF THE SELF, A FORM OF CONSCIOUSNESS: BUT SPECIALIZED FOR VERY DIFFERENT PURPOSES THAN THOSE OF METAPHYSICAL SPECULATION. LIFE HAS EVOLVED IT IN THE INTERESTS OF LIFE; HAS MADE IT CAPABLE OF DEALING WITH “SOLIDS,” WITH CONCRETE THINGS. WITH THESE IT IS AT HOME. OUTSIDE OF THEM IT BECOMES DAZED, UNCERTAIN OF ITSELF; FOR IT IS NO LONGER DOING ITS NATURAL WORK, WHICH IS TO HELP LIFE, NOT TO KNOW IT. IN THE INTERESTS OF EXPERIENCE, AND IN ORDER TO GRASP PERCEPTIONS, THE INTELLECT BREAKS UP EXPERIENCE, WHICH IS IN REALITY A CONTINUOUS STREAM, AN INCESSANT PROCESS OF CHANGE AND RESPONSE WITH NO SEPARATE PARTS, INTO PURELY CONVENTIONAL “MOMENTS,” “PERIODS,” OR PSYCHIC “STATES.” IT PICKS OUT FROM THE FLOW OF REALITY THOSE BITS WHICH ARE SIGNIFICANT FOR HUMAN LIFE; WHICH “INTEREST” IT, CATCH ITS ATTENTION. FROM THESE IT MAKES UP A MECHANICAL WORLD IN WHICH IT DWELLS, AND WHICH SEEMS QUITE REAL UNTIL IT IS SUBJECTED TO CRITICISM. IT DOES, SAYS BERGSON, THE WORK OF A CINEMATOGRAPH: TAKES SNAPSHOTS OF SOMETHING WHICH IS ALWAYS MOVING, AND BY MEANS OF THESE SUCCESSIVE STATIC REPRESENTATIONS—NONE OF WHICH ARE REAL, BECAUSE LIFE, THE OBJECT PHOTOGRAPHED, NEVER WAS AT REST—IT RECREATES A PICTURE OF LIFE, OF MOTION. THIS RATHER JERKY REPRESENTATION OF DIVINE HARMONY, FROM WHICH INNUMERABLE MOMENTS ARE LEFT OUT, IS USEFUL FOR PRACTICAL PURPOSES: BUT IT IS NOT REALITY, BECAUSE IT IS NOT ALIVE.  P. 31 THIS “REAL WORLD,” THEN, IS THE RESULT OF YOUR SELECTIVE ACTIVITY, AND THE NATURE OF YOUR SELECTION IS LARGELY OUTSIDE YOUR CONTROL. YOUR CINEMATOGRAPH MACHINE GOES AT A CERTAIN PACE, TAKES ITS SNAPSHOTS AT CERTAIN INTERVALS. ANYTHING WHICH GOES TOO QUICKLY FOR THESE INTERVALS, IT EITHER FAILS TO CATCH, OR MERGES WITH PRECEDING AND SUCCEEDING MOVEMENTS TO FORM A PICTURE WITH WHICH IT CAN DEAL. THUS, WE TREAT, FOR INSTANCE, THE STORM OF VIBRATIONS WHICH WE CONVERT INTO “SOUND” AND “LIGHT.” SLACKEN OR ACCELERATE ITS CLOCK-TIME, CHANGE ITS RHYTHMIC ACTIVITY, AND AT ONCE YOU TAKE A DIFFERENT SERIES OF SNAPSHOTS, AND HAVE AS A RESULT A DIFFERENT PICTURE OF THE WORLD. THANKS TO THE TIME AT WHICH THE NORMAL HUMAN MACHINE IS SET, IT REGISTERS FOR US WHAT WE CALL, IN OUR SIMPLE WAY, “THE NATURAL WORLD.” A SLIGHT ACCESSION OF HUMILITY OR COMMON SENSE MIGHT TEACH US THAT A BETTER TITLE WOULD BE “OUR NATURAL WORLD.” LET HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS CHANGE OR TRANSCEND ITS RHYTHM, AND ANY OTHER ASPECT OF ANY OTHER WORLD MAY BE OURS AS A RESULT. HENCE THE MYSTICS’ CLAIM THAT IN THEIR ECSTASIES THEY CHANGE THE CONDITIONS OF CONSCIOUSNESS, AND APPREHEND A DEEPER REALITY WHICH IS UNRELATED TO HUMAN SPEECH, CANNOT BE DISMISSED AS UNREASONABLE. DO NOT THEN CONFUSE THAT SURFACE-CONSCIOUSNESS WHICH MAN HAS TRAINED TO BE AN ORGAN OF UTILITY AND NOTHING MORE—AND WHICH THEREFORE CAN ONLY DEAL ADEQUATELY WITH THE “GIVEN” WORLD OF SENSE—WITH THAT MYSTERIOUS SOMETHING IN YOU, THAT GROUND OF PERSONALITY, INARTICULATE BUT INEXTINGUISHABLE, BY WHICH YOU ARE AWARE THAT A GREATER TRUTH EXISTS. THIS TRUTH, WHOSE NEIGHBORHOOD YOU FEEL, AND FOR WHICH YOU LONG, IS LIFE. YOU ARE IN IT ALL THE WHILE, “LIKE A FISH IN THE SEA, LIKE A BIRD IN THE AIR,” AS ST. MECHTHILD OF HACKBORN SAID MANY CENTURIES AGO. GIVE YOURSELF, THEN, TO THIS DIVINE AND INFINITE LIFE, THIS MYSTERIOUS COSMIC ACTIVITY IN WHICH YOU ARE IMMERSED, OF WHICH YOU ARE BORN. TRUST IT. LET IT SURGE IN ON YOU. CAST OFF, AS THE MYSTICS ARE ALWAYS BEGGING YOU TO DO, THE FETTERS OF THE SENSES, THE “REMORA OF DESIRE”; AND MAKING YOUR INTERESTS IDENTICAL WITH THOSE OF THE ALL, RISE TO FREEDOM, TO THAT SPONTANEOUS, CREATIVE LIFE WHICH, INHERENT IN EVERY INDIVIDUAL SELF, IS OUR SHARE OF THE LIFE OF THE UNIVERSE. YOU ARE YOURSELF VITAL —A FREE CENTER OF ENERGY—DID YOU BUT KNOW IT. YOU CAN MOVE TO HIGHER LEVELS, TO GREATER REALITY, TRUER SELF-FULFILLMENT, IF YOU WILL. THOUGH YOU BE, AS PLATO SAID, LIKE AN OYSTER IN YOUR SHELL, YOU CAN OPEN THAT SHELL TO THE LIVING WATERS WITHOUT, DRAW FROM THE “IMMORTAL VITALITY.” THUS ONLY—BY CONTACT WITH THE REAL—SHALL YOU KNOW REALITY. COT AD COT LOQUITUR. THE INDIAN MYSTICS DECLARE SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME TRUTH WHEN THEY SAY THAT THE ILLUSION OF FINITUDE IS ONLY TO BE ESCAPED BY P. 32 RELAPSING INTO THE SUBSTANTIAL AND UNIVERSAL LIFE, ABOLISHING INDIVIDUALITY. SO TOO, BY A DELIBERATE SELF-ABANDONMENT TO THAT WHICH PLATO CALLS THE “SAVING MADNESS” OF ECSTASY, DID THE INITIATES OF DIONYSUS “DRAW NEAR TO GOD.” SO THEIR CHRISTIAN COUSINS ASSERT THAT “SELF-SURRENDER” IS THE ONLY WAY: THAT THEY MUST DIE TO LIVE, MUST LOSE TO FIND: THAT KNOWING IMPLIES BEING: THAT THE METHOD AND SECRET WHICH THEY HAVE ALWAYS PRACTICED CONSISTS MERELY IN A MEEK AND LOVING UNION—THE SYNTHESIS OF PASSION AND SELF-SACRIFICE—WITH THAT DIVINE AND UNSEPARATED LIFE, THAT LARGER CONSCIOUSNESS IN WHICH THE SOUL IS GROUNDED, AND WHICH THEY HOLD TO BE AN ASPECT OF THE LIFE OF GOD. IN THEIR HOURS OF CONTEMPLATION, THEY DELIBERATELY EMPTY THEMSELVES OF THE FALSE IMAGES OF THE INTELLECT, NEGLECT THE CINEMATOGRAPH OF SENSE. THEN ONLY ARE THEY CAPABLE OF TRANSCENDING THE MERELY INTELLECTUAL LEVELS OF CONSCIOUSNESS, AND PERCEIVING THAT REALITY WHICH “HATH NO IMAGE.” “PILGRIMAGE TO THE PLACE OF THE WISE,” SAID JALALU ‘DDIN, “IS TO FIND ESCAPE FROM THE FLAME OF SEPARATION.” IT IS THE MYSTICS’ SECRET IN A NUTSHELL. “WHEN I STAND EMPTY IN GOD’S WILL AND EMPTY OF GOD’S WILL AND OF ALL HIS WORKS AND OF GOD HIMSELF,” CRIES ECKHART WITH HIS USUAL VIOLENCE OF LANGUAGE, “THEN AM I ABOVE ALL CREATURES AND AM NEITHER GOD NOR CREATURE, BUT I AM WHAT I WAS AND EVERMORE SHALL BE.”  HE ATTAINS, THAT IS TO SAY, BY THIS ESCAPE FROM A NARROW SELFHOOD, NOT TO IDENTITY WITH GOD—THAT WERE ONLY CONCEIVABLE UPON A BASIS OF PANTHEISM—BUT TO AN IDENTITY WITH HIS OWN SUBSTANTIAL LIFE, AND THROUGH IT WITH THE LIFE OF A REAL AND LIVING UNIVERSE; IN SYMBOLIC LANGUAGE, WITH “THE THOUGHT OF THE DIVINE MIND” WHEREBY UNION WITH THAT MIND IN THE ESSENCE OR GROUND OF THE SOUL BECOMES POSSIBLE. THE FIRST GREAT MESSAGE OF VITALISTIC PHILOSOPHY IS THEN SEEN TO BE—CEASE TO IDENTIFY YOUR INTELLECT AND YOUR SELF: A PRIMARY LESSON WHICH NONE WHO PURPOSE THE STUDY OF MYSTICISM MAY NEGLECT. BECOME AT LEAST AWARE OF, IF YOU CANNOT “KNOW,” THE LARGER, TRUER SELF: THAT ROOT AND DEPTH OF SPIRIT, AS ST. FRANÇOIS DE SALES CALLS IT, FROM WHICH INTELLECT AND FEELING GROW AS FINGERS FROM THE PALM OF THE HAND—THAT FREE CREATIVE SELF WHICH CONSTITUTES YOUR TRUE LIFE, AS DISTINGUISHED FROM THE SCRAP OF CONSCIOUSNESS WHICH IS ITS SERVANT. HOW THEN, ASKS THE SMALL CONSCIOUSLY-SEEKING PERSONALITY OF THE NORMAL MAN, AM I TO BECOME AWARE OF THIS, MY LARGER SELF, AND OF THE FREE, ETERNAL, SPIRITUAL LIFE WHICH IT LIVES? HERE PHILOSOPHY, EMERGING FROM THE WATER-TIGHT COMPARTMENT IN WHICH METAPHYSICS HAVE LIVED TOO LONG RETIRED, CALLS IN PSYCHOLOGY; AND TELLS US THAT IN INTUITION, IN A BOLD RELIANCE ON CONTACT BETWEEN THE TOTALITY OF THE SELF AND THE EXTERNAL WORLD—PERHAPS TOO IN THOSE STRANGE STATES OF LUCIDITY WHICH ACCOMPANY P. 33 GREAT EMOTION AND DEFY ANALYSIS—LIES THE NORMAL MAN’S BEST CHANCE OF ATTAINING, AS IT WERE, A SWIFT AND SIDELONG KNOWLEDGE OF THIS REAL. SMOTHERED IN DAILY LIFE BY THE FRETFUL ACTIVITIES OF OUR SURFACE-MIND, REALITY EMERGES IN OUR GREAT MOMENTS; AND, SEEING OURSELVES IN ITS RADIANCE, WE KNOW, FOR GOOD OR EVIL, WHAT WE ARE. “WE ARE NOT PURE INTELLECTS...AROUND OUR CONCEPTIONAL AND LOGICAL THOUGHT THERE REMAINS A VAGUE, NEBULOUS SOMEWHAT, THE SUBSTANCE AT WHOSE EXPENSE THE LUMINOUS NUCLEUS WE CALL THE INTELLECT IS FORMED.” IN THIS AURA, THIS DIFFUSED SENSITIVENESS, WE ARE ASKED TO FIND MAN’S MEDIUM OF COMMUNICATION WITH THE UNIVERSAL LIFE. SUCH FRAGMENTARY, DIM AND UNVERIFIABLE PERCEPTIONS OF THE REAL, HOWEVER, SUCH “EXCURSIONS INTO THE ABSOLUTE,” CANNOT BE LOOKED UPON AS A SATISFACTION OF MAN’S HUNGER FOR TRUTH. HE DOES NOT WANT TO PEEP, BUT TO LIVE. HENCE, HE CANNOT BE SATISFIED WITH ANYTHING LESS THAN A TOTAL AND PERMANENT ADJUSTMENT OF HIS BEING TO THE GREATER LIFE OF REALITY. THIS ALONE CAN RESOLVE THE DISHARMONIES BETWEEN THE SELF AND THE WORLD, AND GIVE MEANING AND VALUE TO HUMAN LIFE.  THE POSSIBILITY OF THIS ADJUSTMENT—OF UNION BETWEEN MAN’S LIFE AND THAT “INDEPENDENT SPIRITUAL LIFE” WHICH IS THE STUFF OF REALITY—IS THE THEME ALIKE OF MYSTICISM AND OF EUCKEN’S SPIRITUAL VITALISM OR ACTIVISTIC PHILOSOPHY. REALITY, SAYS EUCKEN, IS AN INDEPENDENT SPIRITUAL WORLD, UNCONDITIONED BY THE APPARENT WORLD OF SENSE. TO KNOW IT AND TO LIVE IN IT IS MAN’S TRUE DESTINY. HIS POINT OF CONTACT WITH IT IS PERSONALITY: THE INWARD FOUNT OF HIS BEING: HIS HEART, NOT HIS HEAD. MAN IS REAL, AND IN THE DEEPEST SENSE ALIVE, IN VIRTUE OF THIS FREE PERSONAL LIFE-PRINCIPLE WITHIN HIM; BUT HE IS BOUND AND BLINDED BY THE TIES SET UP BETWEEN HIS SURFACE-INTELLIGENCE AND THE SENSE-WORLD. THE STRUGGLE FOR REALITY MUST BE A STRUGGLE ON MAN’S PART TO TRANSCEND THE SENSE-WORLD, ESCAPE ITS BONDAGE. HE MUST RENOUNCE IT, AND BE “RE-BORN” TO A HIGHER LEVEL OF CONSCIOUSNESS; SHIFTING HIS CENTER OF INTEREST FROM THE NATURAL TO THE SPIRITUAL PLANE. ACCORDING TO THE THOROUGHNESS WITH WHICH HE DOES THIS, WILL BE THE AMOUNT OF REAL LIFE HE ENJOYS. THE INITIAL BREAK WITH THE “WORLD,” THE REFUSAL TO SPEND ONE’S LIFE COMMUNING WITH ONE’S OWN CINEMATOGRAPH PICTURE, IS ESSENTIAL P. 34 IF THE FREEDOM OF THE INFINITE IS TO BE ATTAINED. WE ARE AMPHIBIOUS CREATURES: OUR LIFE MOVES UPON TWO LEVELS AT ONCE—THE NATURAL AND THE SPIRITUAL. THE KEY TO THE PUZZLE OF MAN LIES IN THE FACT THAT HE IS “THE MEETING POINT OF VARIOUS STAGES OF REALITY.”  ALL HIS DIFFICULTIES AND TRIUMPHS ARE GROUNDED IN THIS. THE WHOLE QUESTION FOR HIM IS, WHICH WORLD SHALL BE CENTRAL FOR HIM—THE REAL, VITAL, ALL-EMBRACING LIFE WE CALL SPIRIT, OR THE LOWER LIFE OF SENSE? SHALL “EXISTENCE,” THE SUPERFICIAL OBVIOUS THING, OR “SUBSTANCE,” THE UNDERLYING VERITY, BE HIS HOME? SHALL HE REMAIN THE SLAVE OF THE SENSES WITH THEIR HABITS AND CUSTOMS, OR RISE TO A PLANE OF CONSCIOUSNESS, OF HEROIC ENDEAVOR, IN WHICH—PARTICIPATING IN THE LIFE OF SPIRIT—HE KNOWS REALITY BECAUSE HE IS REAL? THE MYSTICS, ONE AND ALL, HAVE ANSWERED THIS QUESTION IN THE SAME SENSE, AND PROVED IN THEIR OWN EXPERIENCE THAT THE PREMISES OF “ACTIVISM” ARE TRUE. THIS APPLICATION OF THE VITALISTIC IDEA TO THE TRANSCENDENTAL WORLD, DOES IN FACT FIT THE OBSERVED FACTS OF MYSTICISM FAR MORE CLOSELY EVEN THAN IT FITS THE OBSERVED FACTS OF MAN’S ORDINARY MENTAL LIFE. (1) THE PRIMARY BREAK WITH THE SENSE-WORLD. (2) THE “NEW” BIRTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS ON HIGH LEVELS—IN EUCKEN’S EYES AN ESSENTIAL FACTOR IN THE ATTAINMENT OF REALITY. (3) THAT EVER CLOSER AND DEEPER DEPENDENCE ON AND APPROPRIATION OF THE FULLNESS OF THE DIVINE LIFE; A CONSCIOUS PARTICIPATION, AND ACTIVE UNION WITH THE INFINITE AND ETERNAL. THESE THREE IMPERATIVES, AS WE SHALL SEE LATER, FORM AN EXACT DESCRIPTION OF THE PSYCHOLOGICAL PROCESS THROUGH WHICH THE MYSTICS PASS. IF THEN THIS TRANSCENDENCE IS THE HIGHEST DESTINY OF THE RACE, MYSTICISM BECOMES THE CROWN OF MAN’S ASCENT TOWARDS REALITY; THE ORDERLY COMPLETION OF THE UNIVERSAL PLAN. THE MYSTICS SHOW US THIS INDEPENDENT SPIRITUAL LIFE, THIS FRUITION OF THE ABSOLUTE, ENJOYED WITH A FULLNESS TO WHICH OTHERS CANNOT ATTAIN. THEY ARE THE HEROIC EXAMPLES OF THE LIFE OF SPIRIT; AS THE GREAT ARTISTS, THE GREAT DISCOVERERS, ARE THE HEROIC EXAMPLES OF THE LIFE OF BEAUTY AND THE LIFE OF TRUTH. DIRECTLY PARTICIPATING, LIKE ALL ARTISTS, IN THE DIVINE LIFE, THEY ARE USUALLY PERSONS OF GREAT VITALITY: BUT THIS VITALITY EXPRESSES ITSELF IN UNUSUAL FORMS, HARD OF UNDERSTANDING FOR ORDINARY MEN. WHEN WE SEE A PICTURE OR A POEM, HEAR A MUSICAL COMPOSITION, WE ACCEPT IT AS AN EXPRESSION OF LIFE, AN EARNEST OF THE POWER WHICH BROUGHT IT FORTH. BUT THE DEEP CONTEMPLATIONS OF THE GREAT MYSTIC, HIS VISIONARY RECONSTRUCTIONS OF REALITY, AND THE FRAGMENTS OF THEM WHICH HE IS ABLE TO REPORT, DO NOT SEEM TO US—AS THEY ARE—THE EQUIVALENTS, OR MORE OFTEN THE SUPERIORS OF THE ARTISTIC AND SCIENTIFIC ACHIEVEMENTS OF OTHER GREAT MEN. P. 35 MYSTICISM, THEN, OFFERS US THE HISTORY, AS OLD AS CIVILIZATION, OF A RACE OF ADVENTURERS WHO HAVE CARRIED TO ITS TERM THE PROCESS OF A DELIBERATE AND ACTIVE RETURN TO THE DIVINE FOUNT OF THINGS. THEY HAVE SURRENDERED THEMSELVES TO THE LIFE-MOVEMENT OF THE UNIVERSE, HENCE HAVE LIVED WITH AN INTENSER LIFE THAN OTHER MEN CAN EVER KNOW; HAVE TRANSCENDED THE “SENSE-WORLD” IN ORDER TO LIVE ON HIGH LEVELS THE SPIRITUAL LIFE. THEREFORE, THEY WITNESS TO ALL THAT OUR LATENT SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS, WHICH SHOWS ITSELF IN THE “HUNGER FOR THE ABSOLUTE,” CAN BE MADE TO MEAN TO US IF WE DEVELOP IT; AND HAVE IN THIS RESPECT A UNIQUE IMPORTANCE FOR THE RACE. IT IS THE MYSTICS, TOO, WHO HAVE PERFECTED THAT METHOD OF INTUITION, THAT KNOWLEDGE BY UNION, THE EXISTENCE OF WHICH PHILOSOPHY HAS BEEN DRIVEN TO ACKNOWLEDGE. BUT WHERE THE METAPHYSICIAN OBTAINS AT BEST A SIDELONG GLANCE AT THAT BEING “UNCHANGING YET ELUSIVE,” WHOM HE HAS SO OFTEN DEFINED BUT NEVER DISCOVERED, THE ARTIST A BRIEF AND DAZZLING VISION OF THE BEAUTY WHICH IS TRUTH, THEY GAZE WITH CONFIDENCE INTO THE VERY EYES OF THE BELOVED. THE MYSTICS, AGAIN, ARE, BY THEIR VERY CONSTITUTION, ACUTELY CONSCIOUS OF THE FREE AND ACTIVE “WORLD OF BECOMING,” THE DIVINE IMMANENCE AND ITS TRAVAIL. IT IS IN THEM AND THEY ARE IN IT: OR, AS THEY PUT IT IN THEIR BLUNT THEOLOGICAL WAY, “THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS WITHIN YOU.” BUT THEY ARE NOT SATISFIED WITH THIS STATEMENT AND THIS KNOWLEDGE; AND HERE IT IS THAT THEY PART COMPANY WITH VITALISM. IT IS, THEY THINK, BUT HALF A TRUTH. TO KNOW REALITY IN THIS WAY, TO KNOW IT IN ITS DYNAMIC ASPECT, ENTER INTO “THE GREAT LIFE OF THE ALL”: THIS IS INDEED, IN THE LAST RESORT, TO KNOW IT SUPREMELY FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF MAN—TO LIBERATE FROM SELFHOOD THE HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS—BUT IT IS NOT TO KNOW IT FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF GOD. THERE ARE PLANES OF BEING BEYOND THIS; COUNTRIES DARK TO THE INTELLECT, DEEPS INTO WHICH ONLY THE VERY GREATEST CONTEMPLATIVES HAVE LOOKED. THESE, COMING FORTH, HAVE DECLARED WITH RUYSBROECK THAT “GOD ACCORDING TO THE PERSONS IS ETERNAL WORK, BUT ACCORDING TO THE ESSENCE AND ITS PERPETUAL STILLNESS HE IS ETERNAL REST.” THE FULL SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE TRUE MYSTIC IS DEVELOPED NOT IN ONE, BUT IN TWO APPARENTLY OPPOSITE BUT REALLY COMPLEMENTARY DIRECTIONS: “...IO VIDI AMBO LE CORTE DEL CIEL MANIFESTE.” ON THE ONE HAND HE IS INTENSELY AWARE OF, AND KNOWS HIMSELF TO BE AT ONE WITH THAT ACTIVE WORLD OF BECOMING, THAT IMMANENT LIFE, FROM WHICH HIS OWN LIFE TAKES ITS RISE. HENCE, THOUGH HE HAS BROKEN P. 36 FOR EVER WITH THE BONDAGE OF THE SENSES, HE PERCEIVES IN EVERY MANIFESTATION OF LIFE A SACRAMENTAL MEANING; A LOVELINESS, A WONDER, A HEIGHTENED SIGNIFICANCE, WHICH IS HIDDEN FROM OTHER MEN. HE MAY, WITH ST. FRANCIS, CALL THE SUN AND THE MOON, WATER AND FIRE, HIS BROTHERS AND HIS SISTERS: OR RECEIVE, WITH BLAKE, THE MESSAGE OF THE TREES. BECAUSE OF HIS CULTIVATION OF DISINTERESTED LOVE, BECAUSE HIS OUTLOOK IS NOT CONDITIONED BY “THE EXCLUSIVE ACTION OF THE WILL-TO-LIVE,” HE HAS ATTAINED THE POWER OF COMMUNION WITH THE LIVING REALITY OF THE UNIVERSE; AND IN THIS RESPECT CAN TRULY SAY THAT HE FINDS “GOD IN ALL AND ALL IN GOD.” THUS, THE SKILLED SPIRITUAL VISION OF LADY JULIAN, TRANSCENDING THE LIMITATIONS OF HUMAN PERCEPTION, ENTERING INTO HARMONY WITH A LARGER WORLD WHOSE RHYTHMS CANNOT BE RECEIVED BY COMMON MEN, SAW THE ALL-ENFOLDING DIVINE LIFE, THE MESH OF REALITY. “FOR AS THE BODY IS CLAD IN THE CLOTH,” SHE SAID, “AND THE FLESH IN THE SKIN AND THE BONES IN THE FLESH AND THE HEART IN THE WHOLE, SO ARE WE, SOUL AND BODY, CLAD IN THE GOODNESS OF GOD AND ENCLOSED. YEA, AND MORE HOMELY: FOR ALL THESE MAY WASTE AND WEAR AWAY, BUT THE GOODNESS OF GOD IS EVER WHOLE.”  MANY MYSTICAL POETS AND PANTHEISTIC MYSTICS NEVER PASS BEYOND THIS DEGREE OF LUCIDITY. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE FULL MYSTIC CONSCIOUSNESS ALSO ATTAINS TO WHAT IS, I THINK, ITS REALLY CHARACTERISTIC QUALITY. IT DEVELOPS THE POWER OF APPREHENDING THE ABSOLUTE, PURE BEING, THE UTTERLY TRANSCENDENT: OR, AS ITS POSSESSOR WOULD SAY, CAN EXPERIENCE “PASSIVE UNION WITH GOD.” THIS ALL-ROUND EXPANSION OF CONSCIOUSNESS, WITH ITS DUAL POWER OF KNOWING BY COMMUNION THE TEMPORAL AND ETERNAL, IMMANENT AND TRANSCENDENT ASPECTS OF REALITY—THE LIFE OF THE ALL, VIVID, FLOWING AND CHANGING, AND THE CHANGELESS, CONDITIONLESS LIFE OF THE ONE—IS THE PECULIAR MARK, THE ULTIMO SIGILLO OF THE GREAT MYSTIC, AND MUST NEVER BE FORGOTTEN IN STUDYING HIS LIFE AND WORK. AS THE ORDINARY MAN IS THE MEETING-PLACE BETWEEN TWO STAGES OF REALITY—THE SENSE-WORLD AND THE WORLD OF SPIRITUAL LIFE—SO THE MYSTIC, STANDING HEAD AND SHOULDERS ABOVE ORDINARY MEN, IS AGAIN THE MEETING-PLACE BETWEEN TWO ORDERS. OR, IF YOU LIKE IT BETTER, HE IS ABLE TO PERCEIVE AND REACT TO REALITY UNDER TWO MODES. ON THE ONE HAND HE KNOWS, AND RESTS IN, THE ETERNAL WORLD OF PURE BEING, THE “SEA PACIFIC” OF THE GODHEAD, INDUBITABLY PRESENT TO HIM IN HIS ECSTASIES, ATTAINED BY HIM IN THE UNION OF LOVE. ON THE OTHER, HE KNOWS—AND WORKS IN—THAT “STORMY SEA,” THE VITAL WORLD OF BECOMING WHICH IS THE EXPRESSION OF ITS WILL. “ILLUMINATED MEN,” SAYS RUYSBROECK, “ARE CAUGHT UP, ABOVE THE REASON, INTO NAKED VISION. THERE THE DIVINE UNITY DWELLS AND CALLS THEM. HENCE THEIR BARE VISION, CLEANSED AND FREE, PENETRATES THE ACTIVITY P. 37 OF ALL CREATED THINGS, AND PURSUES IT TO SEARCH IT OUT EVEN TO ITS HEIGHT.” THOUGH PHILOSOPHY HAS STRIVEN SINCE THOUGHT BEGAN—AND STRIVEN IN VAIN—TO RESOLVE THE PARADOX OF BEING AND BECOMING, OF ETERNITY AND TIME, SHE HAS FAILED STRANGELY ENOUGH TO PERCEIVE THAT A CERTAIN TYPE OF PERSONALITY HAS SUBSTITUTED EXPERIENCE FOR HER GUESSES AT TRUTH; AND ACHIEVED ITS SOLUTION, NOT BY THE DUBIOUS PROCESSES OF THOUGHT, BUT BY DIRECT PERCEPTION. TO THE GREAT MYSTIC THE “PROBLEM OF THE ABSOLUTE” PRESENTS ITSELF IN TERMS OF LIFE, NOT IN TERMS OF DIALECTIC. HE SOLVES IT IN TERMS OF LIFE: BY A CHANGE OR GROWTH OF CONSCIOUSNESS WHICH—THANKS TO HIS PECULIAR GENIUS—ENABLES HIM TO APPREHEND THAT TWO-FOLD VISION OF REALITY WHICH ELUDES THE PERCEPTIVE POWERS OF OTHER MEN. IT IS EXTRAORDINARY THAT THIS FACT OF EXPERIENCE A CENTRAL FACT FOR THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE CONTEMPLATIVE TYPE—HAS RECEIVED SO LITTLE ATTENTION FROM WRITERS UPON MYSTICISM. AS WE PROCEED WITH OUR INQUIRY, ITS IMPORTANCE, ITS FAR-REACHING IMPLICATIONS IN THE DOMAINS OF PSYCHOLOGY, OF THEOLOGY, OF ACTION, WILL BECOME MORE AND MORE EVIDENT. IT PROVIDES THE REASON WHY THE MYSTICS COULD NEVER ACCEPT THE DIAGRAM OF THE VITALISTS OR EVOLUTIONISTS AS A COMPLETE STATEMENT OF THE NATURE OF REALITY. “WHATEVER BE THE LIMITS OF YOUR KNOWLEDGE, WE KNOW”—THEY WOULD SAY “THAT THE WORLD HAS ANOTHER ASPECT THAN THIS: THE ASPECT WHICH IS PRESENT TO THE MIND OF GOD.” “TRANQUILITY ACCORDING TO HIS ESSENCE, ACTIVITY ACCORDING TO HIS NATURE: PERFECT STILLNESS, PERFECT FECUNDITY,” SAYS RUYSBROECK AGAIN, THIS IS THE TWO-FOLD CHARACTER OF THE ABSOLUTE. THAT WHICH TO US IS ACTION, TO HIM, THEY DECLARE, IS REST, “HIS VERY PEACE AND STILLNESS COMING FROM THE BRIMMING FULLNESS OF HIS INFINITE LIFE.” THAT WHICH TO US IS MANY, TO THAT TRANSCENDENT KNOWER IS ONE. OUR WORLD OF BECOMING RESTS ON THE BOSOM OF THAT PURE BEING WHICH HAS EVER BEEN THE FINAL OBJECT OF MAN’S QUEST: THE “RIVER IN WHICH WE CANNOT BATHE TWICE” IS THE STORMY FLOOD OF LIFE FLOWING TOWARD THAT DIVINE SEA. “HOW GLORIOUS,” SAYS THE VOICE OF THE ETERNAL TO ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA, “IS THAT SOUL WHICH HAS INDEED BEEN ABLE TO PASS FROM THE STORMY OCEAN TO ME, THE SEA PACIFIC, AND IN THAT SEA, WHICH IS MYSELF, TO FILL THE PITCHER OF HER HEART.” THE EVOLUTION OF THE MYSTIC CONSCIOUSNESS, THEN, BRINGS ITS POSSESSORS TO THIS TRANSCENDENT POINT OF VIEW: THEIR SECRET IS THIS UNITY IN DIVERSITY, THIS STILLNESS IN STRIFE. HERE THEY ARE IN HARMONY WITH HERACLEITUS RATHER THAN WITH HIS MODERN INTERPRETERS. THAT P. 38 MOST MYSTICAL OF PHILOSOPHERS DISCERNED A HIDDEN UNITY BENEATH THE BATTLE, TRANSCENDING ALL CREATED OPPOSITES, AND TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES THAT “HAVING HEARKENED NOT UNTO ME BUT UNTO THE LOGOS, IT IS WISE TO CONFESS THAT ALL THINGS ARE ONE.” THIS IS THE SECRET AT WHICH THE IDEALISTS’ AND CONCEPT OF PURE BEING HAS TRIED, SO TIMIDLY, TO HINT: AND WHICH THE VITALISTS’ MORE INTIMATE, MORE ACTUAL CONCEPT OF BECOMING HAS TRIED, SO UNNECESSARILY, TO DESTROY. WE SHALL SEE THE GLORIOUS RAIMENT IN WHICH THE CHRISTIAN MYSTICS DECK IT WHEN WE COME TO CONSIDER THEIR THEOLOGICAL MAP OF THE QUEST. IF IT BE OBJECTED—AND THIS OBJECTION HAS BEEN MADE BY ADVOCATES OF EACH SCHOOL OF THOUGHT—THAT THE EXISTENCE OF THE IDEALISTS’ AND MYSTICS’ “ABSOLUTE” IS UTTERLY INCONSISTENT WITH THE DEEPLY ALIVE, STRIVING LIFE WHICH THE VITALISTS IDENTIFY WITH REALITY, I REPLY THAT BOTH CONCEPTS AT BOTTOM ARE BUT SYMBOLS OF REALITIES WHICH THE HUMAN MIND CAN NEVER REACH: AND THAT THE IDEA OF STILLNESS, UNITY AND PEACE IS AND HAS EVER BEEN HUMANITY’S BEST TRANSLATION OF ITS INTUITION OF THE ACHIEVED PERFECTION OF GOD. “‘IN THE MIDST OF SILENCE, A HIDDEN WORD WAS SPOKEN TO ME.’ WHERE IS THIS SILENCE, AND WHERE IS THE PLACE IN WHICH THIS WORD IS SPOKEN? IT IS IN THE PUREST THAT THE SOUL CAN PRODUCE, IN HER NOBLEST PART, IN THE GROUND, EVEN THE BEING OF THE SOUL.”  SO, ECKHART: AND HERE HE DOES BUT SUBSCRIBE TO A UNIVERSAL TRADITION. THE MYSTICS HAVE ALWAYS INSISTED THAT “BE STILL, BE STILL, AND KNOW” IS THE CONDITION OF MAN’S PUREST AND MOST DIRECT APPREHENSIONS OF REALITY: THAT HE EXPERIENCES IN QUIET THE TRUEST AND DEEPEST ACTIVITY: AND CHRISTIANITY WHEN SHE FORMULATED HER PHILOSOPHY MADE HASTE TO ADOPT AND EXPRESS THIS PARADOX. “QUID ES ERGO, DEUS MEUS?” SAID ST. AUGUSTINE, AND GAVE AN ANSWER IN WHICH THE VISION OF THE MYSTIC, THE GENIUS OF THE PHILOSOPHER, COMBINED TO HINT SOMETHING AT LEAST OF THE PARADOX OF INTIMACY AND MAJESTY IN THAT ALL-EMBRACING, ALL-TRANSCENDING ONE. “SUMME, OPTIME, POTENTISSIME, OMNIPOTENTISSIME, MISERICORDISSIME ET JUSTISSIME, SECRETISSIME ET PRESENTISSIME, PULCHERRIME ET FORTISSIME; STABILIS ET INCOMPREHENSIBILIS; IMMUTABILIS, MUTANS OMNIA. NUMQUAM NOVUS, NUNQUAM VETUS...SEMPER AGENS, SEMPER QUIETUS: COLLIGENS ET NON EGENS: PORTANS ET IMPLENS ET PROTEGENS; CREANS ET NUTRIENS ET PERFICIENS: QUAERENS CUM NIHIL DESIT TIBI...QUID DICIMUS, DEUS MEUS, VITA MEA, DULCEDO MEA SANCTA? AUT QUID DICIT ALIQUIS, CUM DE TE DICIT?” P. 39 IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT “WHATEVER WE MAY DO, OUR HUNGER FOR THE ABSOLUTE WILL NEVER CEASE.” THIS HUNGER—THAT INNATE CRAVING FOR, AND INTUITION OF, A FINAL UNITY, AN UNCHANGING GOOD—WILL GO ON, HOWEVER HEARTILY WE MAY FEED ON THOSE FASHIONABLE SYSTEMS WHICH OFFER US A DYNAMIC OR EMPIRICAL UNIVERSE. IF, NOW, WE ADMIT IN ALL LIVING CREATURES—AS VITALISTS MUST DO—AN INSTINCT OF SELF-PRESERVATION, A FREE DIRECTIVE FORCE WHICH MAY BE TRUSTED AND WHICH MAKES FOR LIFE: IS IT JUST TO DENY SUCH AN INSTINCT TO THE HUMAN SOUL? THE “ENTELECHY” OF THE VITALISTS, THE “HIDDEN STEERSMAN,” DRIVES THE PHENOMENAL WORLD ON AND UP. WHAT ABOUT THAT OTHER SURE INSTINCT EMBEDDED IN THE RACE, BREAKING OUT AGAIN AND AGAIN, WHICH DRIVES THE SPIRIT ON AND UP; SPURS IT ETERNALLY TOWARDS AN END WHICH IT FEELS TO BE DEFINITE YET CANNOT DEFINE? SHALL WE DISTRUST THIS INSTINCT FOR THE ABSOLUTE, AS LIVING AND INERADICABLE AS ANY OTHER OF OUR POWERS, MERELY BECAUSE PHILOSOPHY FINDS IT DIFFICULT TO ACCOMMODATE AND TO DESCRIBE? “WE MUST,” SAYS PLATO IN THE “TIMAEUS,” “MAKE A DISTINCTION OF THE TWO GREAT FORMS OF BEING, AND ASK, ‘WHAT IS THAT WHICH IS AND HAS NO BECOMING, AND WHAT IS THAT WHICH IS ALWAYS BECOMING AND NEVER IS?’“  WITHOUT NECESSARILY SUBSCRIBING TO THE PLATONIC ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION, WE MAY SURELY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE QUESTION ITSELF IS SOUND AND WORTH ASKING; THAT IT EXPRESSES A PERENNIAL DEMAND OF HUMAN NATURE; AND THAT THE ANALOGY OF MAN’S OTHER INSTINCTS AND CRAVINGS ASSURES US THAT THESE HIS FUNDAMENTAL DEMANDS ALWAYS INDICATE THE EXISTENCE OF A SUPPLY.  THE GREAT DEFECT OF VITALISM, CONSIDERED AS A SYSTEM, IS THAT IT ONLY ANSWERS HALF THE QUESTION; THE HALF WHICH ABSOLUTE IDEALISM DISDAINED TO ANSWER AT ALL. WE HAVE SEEN THAT THE MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE, THE FULLEST ALL-ROUND EXPERIENCE IN REGARD TO THE TRANSCENDENTAL WORLD WHICH HUMANITY HAS ATTAINED, DECLARES THAT THERE ARE TWO ASPECTS, TWO PLANES OF DISCOVERABLE REALITY. WE HAVE SEEN ALSO THAT HINTS OF THESE TWO PLANES—OFTEN CLEAR STATEMENTS CONCERNING THEM—ABOUND IN MYSTICAL LITERATURE OF THE PERSONAL FIRST-HAND TYPE.  PURE BEING, P. 40 SAYS BOUTROUX IN THE COURSE OF HIS EXPOSITION OF BOEHME, HAS TWO CHARACTERISTIC MANIFESTATIONS. IT SHOWS ITSELF TO US AS POWER, BY MEANS OF STRIFE, OF THE STRUGGLE AND OPPOSITION OF ITS OWN QUALITIES. BUT IT SHOWS ITSELF TO US AS REALITY, IN HARMONIZING AND RECONCILING WITHIN ITSELF THESE DISCORDANT OPPOSITES. ITS MANIFESTATION AS POWER, THEN, IS FOR US IN THE DYNAMIC WORLD OF BECOMING, AMIDST THE THUD AND SURGE OF THAT LIFE WHICH IS COMPOUNDED OF PARADOX, OF GOOD AND EVIL, JOY AND SORROW, LIFE AND DEATH. HERE, BOEHME DECLARES THAT THE ABSOLUTE GOD IS VOLUNTARILY SELF-REVEALING. BUT EACH REVELATION HAS AS ITS CONDITION THE APPEARANCE OF ITS OPPOSITE: LIGHT CAN ONLY BE RECOGNIZED AT THE PRICE OF KNOWING DARKNESS, LIFE NEEDS DEATH, LOVE NEEDS WRATH. HENCE IF PURE BEING—THE GOOD, BEAUTIFUL AND TRUE—IS TO REVEAL ITSELF, IT MUST DO SO BY EVOKING AND OPPOSING ITS CONTRARY: AS IN THE HEGELIAN DIALECTIC NO IDEA IS COMPLETE WITHOUT ITS NEGATIVE. SUCH A REVELATION BY STRIFE, HOWEVER, IS RIGHTLY FELT BY MAN TO BE INCOMPLETE. ABSOLUTE REALITY, THE PLAYER WHOSE SUBLIME MUSIC IS EXPRESSED AT THE COST OF THIS EVERLASTING FRICTION BETWEEN BOW AND LYRE, IS PRESENT, IT IS TRUE, IN HIS MUSIC. BUT HE IS BEST KNOWN IN THAT “LIGHT BEHIND,” THAT UNITY WHERE ALL THESE OPPOSITES ARE LIFTED UP INTO HARMONY, INTO A HIGHER SYNTHESIS; AND THE MELODY IS PERCEIVED, NOT AS A DIFFICULT PROGRESS OF SOUND, BUT AS A WHOLE. WE HAVE, THEN, (A) THE ACHIEVED REALITY WHICH THE GREEKS, AND EVERY ONE AFTER THEM, MEANT BY THAT SEEMINGLY CHILL ABSTRACTION WHICH THEY CALLED PURE BEING: THAT ABSOLUTE ONE, UNCONDITIONED AND UNDISCOVERABLE, IN WHOM ALL IS RESUMED. IN THE UNDIFFERENTIATED GODHEAD OF ECKHART, THE TRANSCENDENT FATHER OF ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY, WE SEE THE MIND’S ATTEMPT TO CONCEIVE THAT “WHOLLY OTHER” REALITY, UNCHANGING YET CHANGER OF ALL. IT IS THE GREAT CONTRIBUTION OF THE MYSTICS TO HUMANITY’S KNOWLEDGE OF THE REAL THAT THEY FIND IN THIS ABSOLUTE, IN DEFIANCE OF THE METAPHYSICIANS, A PERSONAL OBJECT OF LOVE, THE GOAL OF THEIR QUEST, A “LIVING ONE WHO LIVES FIRST AND LIVES PERFECTLY, AND WHO, TOUCHING ME, THE INFERIOR, DERIVATIVE LIFE, CAN CAUSE ME TO LIVE BY HIM AND FOR HIS SAKE.” (B) BUT, CONTRADICTING THE NIHILISM OF EASTERN CONTEMPLATIVES, THEY SEE ALSO A REALITY IN THE DYNAMIC SIDE OF THINGS: IN THE SEETHING POT OF APPEARANCE. THEY ARE AWARE OF AN ETERNAL BECOMING, A STRIVING, FREE, EVOLVING LIFE; NOT MERELY AS A SHADOW-SHOW, BUT AS AN IMPLICIT OF THEIR COSMOS FELT ALSO IN THE TRAVAIL OF THEIR OWN SOULS—GOD’S MANIFESTATION OR SHOWING, IN WHICH HE IS IMMANENT, IN WHICH HIS SPIRIT TRULY WORKS AND STRIVES. IT IS IN THIS PLANE OF P. 41 REALITY THAT ALL INDIVIDUAL LIFE IS IMMERSED: THIS IS THE STREAM WHICH SET OUT FROM THE HEART OF GOD AND “TURNS AGAIN HOME.” THE MYSTIC KNOWS HIS TASK TO BE THE ATTAINMENT OF BEING, ETERNAL LIFE, UNION WITH THE ONE, THE “RETURN TO THE FATHER’S HEART”: FOR THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON IS TO HIM THE HISTORY OF THE UNIVERSE. THIS UNION IS TO BE ATTAINED, FIRST BY COOPERATION IN THAT LIFE WHICH BEARS HIM UP, IN WHICH HE IS IMMERSED. HE MUST BECOME CONSCIOUS OF THIS “GREAT LIFE OF THE ALL,” MERGE HIMSELF IN IT, IF HE WOULD FIND HIS WAY BACK, WHENCE HE CAME. VAE SOLI. HENCE THERE ARE REALLY TWO DISTINCT ACTS OF “DIVINE UNION,” TWO DISTINCT KINDS OF ILLUMINATION INVOLVED IN THE MYSTIC WAY: THE DUAL CHARACTER OF THE SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS BRINGS A DUAL RESPONSIBILITY IN ITS TRAIN. FIRST, THERE IS THE UNION WITH LIFE, WITH THE WORLD OF BECOMING: AND PARALLEL WITH IT, THE ILLUMINATION BY WHICH THE MYSTIC “GAZES UPON A MORE VERITABLE WORLD.” SECONDLY, THERE IS THE UNION WITH BEING, WITH THE ONE: AND THAT FINAL, INEFFABLE ILLUMINATION OF PURE LOVE WHICH IS CALLED THE “KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.” IT IS THROUGH THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE THIRD FACTOR, THE FREE, CREATIVE “SPIRIT,” THE SCRAP OF ABSOLUTE LIFE WHICH IS THE GROUND OF HIS SOUL, THAT THE MYSTIC CAN (A) CONCEIVE AND (B) ACCOMPLISH THESE TRANSCENDENT ACTS. ONLY BEING CAN KNOW BEING: WE “BEHOLD THAT WHICH WE ARE, AND ARE THAT WHICH WE BEHOLD.” BUT THERE IS A SPARK IN MAN’S SOUL, SAY THE MYSTICS, WHICH IS REAL—WHICH IN FACT IS—AND BY ITS CULTIVATION WE MAY KNOW REALITY. “THUS,” SAYS VON HÜGEL “A REAL SUCCESSION, REAL EFFORTS, AND THE CONTINUOUS SENSE OF LIMITATION AND INADEQUACY ARE THE VERY MEANS IN AND THROUGH WHICH MAN APPREHENDS INCREASINGLY (IF ONLY HE THUS LOVES AND WILLS) THE CONTRASTING YET SUSTAINING SIMULTANEITY, SPONTANEITY, INFINITY, AND PURE ACTION OF THE ETERNAL LIFE OF GOD.” OVER AND OVER AGAIN—AS BEING AND BECOMING, AS ETERNITY AND TIME, AS TRANSCENDENCE AND IMMANENCE, REALITY AND APPEARANCE, THE ONE AND THE MANY—THESE TWO DOMINANT IDEAS, DEMANDS, IMPERIOUS INSTINCTS OF MAN’S SELF WILL REAPPEAR; THE WARP AND WOOF OF HIS COMPLETED UNIVERSE. ON THE ONE HAND IS HIS INTUITION OF A REMOTE, UNCHANGING SOMEWHAT CALLING HIM: ON THE OTHER THERE IS HIS LONGING FOR AND AS CLEAR INTUITION OF AN INTIMATE, ADORABLE SOMEWHAT, COMPANIONING HIM. MAN’S TRUE REAL, HIS ONLY ADEQUATE GOD, MUST BE GREAT ENOUGH TO EMBRACE THIS SUBLIME PARADOX, TO TAKE UP THESE APPARENT NEGATIONS INTO A HIGHER SYNTHESIS. NEITHER THE UTTER TRANSCENDENCE OF EXTREME ABSOLUTISM, NOR THE UTTER IMMANENCE OF THE VITALISTS WILL DO. BOTH THESE, TAKEN ALONE, ARE DECLARED BY THE MYSTICS TO BE INCOMPLETE. THEY CONCEIVE THAT ABSOLUTE BEING WHO IS THE GOAL OF THEIR QUEST AS MANIFESTING HIMSELF IN A WORLD OF BECOMING: WORKING IN IT, AT ONE WITH IT P. 42 YET THOUGH SEMPER AGENS, ALSO SEMPER QUIETUS .THE DIVINE SPIRIT WHICH THEY KNOW TO BE IMMANENT IN THE HEART AND IN THE UNIVERSE COMES FORTH FROM AND RETURNS TO THE TRANSCENDENT ONE; AND THIS DIVISION OF PERSONS IN UNITY OF SUBSTANCE COMPLETES THE “ETERNAL CIRCLE, FROM GOODNESS, THROUGH GOODNESS, TO GOODNESS.” ABSOLUTE BEING AND BECOMING, THE ALL AND THE ONE, ARE FOUND TO BE ALIKE INADEQUATE TO THEIR DEFINITION OF THIS DISCOVERED REAL; THE “TRIPLE STAR OF GOODNESS, TRUTH, AND BEAUTY.” SPEAKING ALWAYS FROM EXPERIENCE—THE MOST COMPLETE EXPERIENCE ACHIEVED BY MAN—THEY ASSURE US OF AN ABSOLUTE WHICH OVERPASSES AND INCLUDES THE ABSOLUTE OF PHILOSOPHY, FAR TRANSCENDS THAT COSMIC LIFE WHICH IT FILLS AND SUSTAINS, AND IS BEST DEFINED IN TERMS OF TRANSCENDENT PERSONALITY; WHICH BECAUSE OF ITS UNSPEAKABLE RICHNESS AND OF THE POVERTY OF HUMAN SPEECH, THEY HAVE SOMETIMES BEEN DRIVEN TO DEFINE ONLY BY NEGATIONS. AT ONCE STATIC AND DYNAMIC, ABOVE LIFE AND IN IT, “ALL LOVE YET ALL LAW,” ETERNAL IN ESSENCE THOUGH WORKING IN TIME, THIS VISION RESOLVES THE CONTRARIES WHICH TEASE THOSE WHO STUDY IT FROM WITHOUT, AND SWALLOWS UP WHILST IT KINDLES TO LIFE ALL THE PARTIAL INTERPRETATIONS OF METAPHYSICS AND OF SCIENCE. HERE THEN STANDS THE MYSTIC. BY THE HELP OF TWO TYPES OF PHILOSOPHY, EKED OUT BY THE RESOURCES OF SYMBOLIC EXPRESSION AND SUGGESTION, HE HAS CONTRIVED TO TELL US SOMETHING OF HIS VISION AND HIS CLAIM. CONFRONTED BY THAT VISION—THAT SUBLIME INTUITION OF ETERNITY—WE MAY SURELY ASK, INDEED ARE BOUND TO ASK, “WHAT IS THE MACHINERY BY WHICH THIS SELF, AKIN TO THE IMPRISONED AND SENSE-FED SELF OF OUR DAILY EXPERIENCE, HAS CONTRIVED TO SLIP ITS FETTERS AND RISE TO THOSE LEVELS OF SPIRITUAL PERCEPTION ON WHICH ALONE SUCH VISION CAN BE POSSIBLE TO MAN? HOW HAS IT BROUGHT WITHIN THE FIELD OF CONSCIOUSNESS THOSE DEEP INTUITIONS WHICH FRINGE UPON ABSOLUTE LIFE; HOW DEVELOPED POWERS BY WHICH IT IS ENABLED TO ARRIVE AT THIS AMAZING, THIS SUPERHUMAN CONCEPT OF THE NATURE OF REALITY?” PSYCHOLOGY WILL DO SOMETHING, PERHAPS, TO HELP US TO AN ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION; AND IT IS HER EVIDENCE WHICH WE MUST EXAMINE NEXT. BUT FOR THE FULLEST AND MOST SATISFYING ANSWER WE MUST GO TO THE MYSTICS; AND THEY REPLY TO OUR QUESTIONS, WHEN WE ASK THEM, IN THE DIRECT AND UNCOMPROMISING TERMS OF ACTION, NOT IN THE REFINED AND ELUSIVE PERIODS OF SPECULATIVE THOUGHT. “COME WITH US,” THEY SAY TO THE BEWILDERED AND ENTANGLED SELF, CRAVING FOR FINALITY AND PEACE, “AND WE WILL SHOW YOU A WAY OUT THAT SHALL NOT ONLY BE AN ISSUE FROM YOUR PRISON, BUT ALSO A PATHWAY TO YOUR HOME. TRUE, YOU ARE IMMERSED, FOLD UPON FOLD, IN THE WORLD OF BECOMING; WORSE, YOU ARE BESIEGED ON ALL SIDES BY THE PERSISTENT ILLUSIONS OF SENSE. BUT YOU TOO ARE A CHILD OF THE ABSOLUTE. YOU BEAR WITHIN YOU THE EARNEST OF YOUR INHERITANCE. AT THE APEX OF P. 43 YOUR SPIRIT THERE IS A LITTLE DOOR, SO HIGH UP THAT ONLY BY HARD CLIMBING CAN YOU REACH IT. THERE THE OBJECT OF YOUR CRAVING STANDS AND KNOCKS; THENCE CAME THOSE PERSISTENT MESSAGES—FAINT ECHOES FROM THE TRUTH ETERNALLY HAMMERING AT YOUR GATES—WHICH DISTURBED THE COMFORTABLE LIFE OF SENSE. COME UP THEN BY THIS PATHWAY, TO THOSE HIGHER LEVELS OF REALITY TO WHICH, IN VIRTUE OF THE ETERNAL SPARK IN YOU, YOU BELONG. LEAVE YOUR IGNOBLE EASE, YOUR CLEVER PRATTLE, YOUR ABSURD ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE APPARENT CONTRADICTIONS OF A WHOLE TOO GREAT FOR YOUR USEFUL LITTLE MIND TO GRASP. TRUST YOUR DEEP INSTINCTS: USE YOUR LATENT POWERS. APPROPRIATE THAT DIVINE, CREATIVE LIFE WHICH IS THE VERY SUBSTANCE OF YOUR BEING. REMAKE YOURSELF IN ITS INTEREST, IF YOU WOULD KNOW ITS BEAUTY AND ITS TRUTH. YOU CAN ONLY BEHOLD THAT WHICH YOU ARE. ONLY THE REAL CAN KNOW REALITY.”
NOTE TO THE TWELFTH EDITION
THE CHANGED PHILOSOPHIC OUTLOOK SINCE THIS CHAPTER WAS FIRST WRITTEN, EIGHTEEN YEARS AGO, HAS NOW GIVEN TO IT A SOMEWHAT OLD-FASHIONED AIR. THE IDEAS OF BERGSON AND EUCKEN NO LONGER OCCUPY THE INTELLECTUAL FOREGROUND. WHERE, I NOW WRITING IT FOR THE FIRST TIME, MY EXAMPLES WOULD BE CHOSEN FROM OTHER PHILOSOPHERS, AND ESPECIALLY FROM THOSE WHO ARE BRINGING BACK INTO MODERN THOUGHT THE CRITICAL REALISM OF THE SCHOLASTICS? BUT THE POSITION WHICH IS HERE DEFENDED—THAT A LIMITED DUALISM, A “TWO-STEP PHILOSOPHY,” IS THE ONLY TYPE OF METAPHYSIC ADEQUATE TO THE FACTS OF MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE REMAINS IN MY OWN MIND AS TRUE AS BEFORE. NOW THAT MYSTICISM ENJOYS THE PATRONAGE OF MANY PIOUS MONISTS AND PHILOSOPHIC NATURALISTS, THIS VIEW SEEMS MORE THAN EVER IN NEED OF STRONG AND DEFINITE STATEMENT.
III. MYSTICISM AND PSYCHOLOGY
WE COME NOW TO CONSIDER THE MENTAL APPARATUS WHICH IS AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE SELF: TO ASK WHAT IT CAN TELL US OF THE METHOD BY WHICH SHE MAY ESCAPE FROM THE PRISON OF THE SENSE-WORLD, TRANSCEND ITS RHYTHM, AND ATTAIN KNOWLEDGE OF—OR CONSCIOUS CONTACT WITH—A SUPRA-SENSIBLE REALITY. WE HAVE SEEN THE NORMAL SELF SHUT WITHIN THAT PRISON, AND MAKING, BY THE HELP OF SCIENCE AND OF PHILOSOPHY, A SURVEY OF THE PREMISES AND FURNITURE: TESTING THE THICKNESS OF THE WALLS AND SPECULATING ON THE POSSIBILITY OF TRUSTWORTHY NEWS FROM WITHOUT PENETRATING TO HER CELL. SHUT WITH HER IN THAT CELL, TWO FORCES, THE DESIRE TO KNOW MORE AND THE DESIRE TO LOVE MORE, ARE CEASELESSLY AT WORK. WHERE THE FIRST OF THESE CRAVINGS PREDOMINATES, WE CALL THE RESULT A PHILOSOPHICAL OR A SCIENTIFIC TEMPERAMENT; WHERE IT IS OVERPOWERED BY THE ARDOUR OF UNSATISFIED LOVE, THE SELF’S REACTION UPON THINGS BECOMES POETIC, ARTISTIC, AND CHARACTERISTICALLY—THOUGH NOT ALWAYS EXPLICITLY—RELIGIOUS. WE HAVE SEEN FURTHER THAT A CERTAIN NUMBER OF PERSONS DECLARE THAT THEY HAVE ESCAPED FROM THE PRISON. HAVE THEY DONE SO, IT CAN ONLY BE IN ORDER TO SATISFY THESE TWO HUNGRY DESIRES, FOR THESE, AND THESE ONLY, MAKE THAT A PRISON WHICH MIGHT OTHERWISE BE A COMFORTABLE HOTEL; AND SINCE, IN VARYING DEGREES, THESE DESIRES ARE IN ALL OF US, ACTIVE OR LATENT, IT IS CLEARLY WORTH WHILE TO DISCOVER, IF WE CAN, THE WEAK POINT IN THE WALLS, AND METHOD OF ACHIEVING THIS ONE POSSIBLE WAY OF ESCAPE. P. 45 BEFORE WE TRY TO DEFINE IN PSYCHOLOGICAL LANGUAGE THE WAY IN WHICH THE MYSTIC SLIPS THE FETTERS OF SENSE, SETS OUT UPON HIS JOURNEY TOWARDS HOME, IT SEEMS WELL TO EXAMINE THE MACHINERY WHICH IS AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE NORMAL, CONSCIOUS SELF: THE CREATURE, OR PART OF A CREATURE, WHICH WE RECOGNIZE AS “OURSELVES.” THE OLDER PSYCHOLOGISTS WERE ACCUSTOMED TO SAY THAT THE MESSAGES FROM THE OUTER WORLD AWAKEN IN THAT SELF THREE MAIN FORMS OF ACTIVITY. (1) THEY AROUSE MOVEMENTS OF ATTRACTION OR REPULSION, OF DESIRE OR DISTASTE; WHICH VARY IN INTENSITY FROM THE SEMI-CONSCIOUS CRAVINGS OF THE HUNGRY INFANT TO THE PASSIONS OF THE LOVER, ARTIST, OR FANATIC. (2) THEY STIMULATE A SORT OF DIGESTIVE PROCESS, IN WHICH SHE COMBINES AND COGITATES UPON THE MATERIAL PRESENTED TO HER; FINALLY ABSORBING A CERTAIN NUMBER OF THE RESULTING CONCEPTS AND MAKING THEM PART OF HERSELF OR OF HER WORLD, (3) THE MOVEMENTS OF DESIRE, OR THE ACTION OF REASON, OR BOTH IN VARYING COMBINATIONS, AWAKEN IN HER A DETERMINATION BY WHICH PERCEPT AND CONCEPT ISSUE IN ACTION; BODILY, MENTAL, OR SPIRITUAL. HENCE, THE MAIN ASPECTS OF THE SELF WERE CLASSIFIED AS EMOTION, INTELLECT, AND WILL: AND THE INDIVIDUAL TEMPERAMENT WAS REGARDED AS EMOTIONAL, INTELLECTUAL, OR VOLITIONAL, ACCORDING TO WHETHER FEELING, THOUGHT, OR WILL ASSUMED THE REINS. MODERN PSYCHOLOGISTS HAVE MOVED AWAY FROM THIS DIAGRAMMATIC CONCEPTION, AND INCLINE MORE AND MORE TO DWELL UPON THE UNITY OF THE PSYCHE—THAT HYPOTHETICAL SELF WHICH NONE HAVE EVER SEEN—AND ON SOME ASPECT OF ITS ENERGETIC DESIRE, ITS LIBIDO, OR “HORMIC DRIVE” AS THE RULING FACTOR OF ITS LIFE. THESE CONCEPTIONS ARE USEFUL TO THE STUDENT OF MYSTICISM, THOUGH THEY CANNOT BE ACCEPTED UNCRITICALLY OR REGARDED AS COMPLETE. NOW THE UNSATISFIED PSYCHE IN HER EMOTIONAL ASPECT WANTS, AS WE HAVE SAID, TO LOVE MORE; HER CURIOUS INTELLECT WANTS TO KNOW MORE. THE AWAKENED HUMAN CREATURE SUSPECTS THAT BOTH APPETITES ARE BEING KEPT ON A LOW DIET; THAT THERE REALLY IS MORE TO LOVE, AND MORE TO KNOW, SOMEWHERE IN THE MYSTERIOUS WORLD WITHOUT, AND FURTHER THAT ITS POWERS OF AFFECTION AND UNDERSTANDING ARE WORTHY OF SOME GREATER AND MORE DURABLE OBJECTIVE THAN THAT PROVIDED BY THE ILLUSIONS OF SENSE. URGED THEREFORE BY THE CRAVINGS OF FEELING OR OF THOUGHT, CONSCIOUSNESS IS ALWAYS TRYING TO RUN OUT TO THE ENCOUNTER OF THE ABSOLUTE, AND ALWAYS BEING FORCED TO RETURN. THE NEAT PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEM, THE DIAGRAMS OF SCIENCE, THE “SUNSET-TOUCH,” ARE TRIED IN TURN. ART AND LIFE, THE ACCIDENTS OF OUR HUMANITY, MAY FOSTER AN EMOTIONAL OUTLOOK; TILL THE MOMENT IN WHICH THE NEGLECTED INTELLECT ARISES AND PRONOUNCES SUCH AN OUTLOOK TO HAVE NO VALIDITY. METAPHYSICS AND SCIENCE SEEM TO OFFER TO THE INTELLECT AN OPEN WINDOW TOWARDS TRUTH; TILL THE HEART LOOKS OUT AND DECLARES THIS LANDSCAPE TO BE A CHILL DESERT IN WHICH P. 46 SHE CAN FIND NO NOURISHMENT. THESE DIVERSE ASPECTS OF THINGS MUST BE EITHER FUSED OR TRANSCENDED IF THE WHOLE SELF IS TO BE SATISFIED; FOR THE REALITY WHICH SHE SEEKS HAS GOT TO MEET BOTH CLAIMS AND PAY IN FULL. WHEN DIONYSIUS THE AREOPAGITE DIVIDED THOSE ANGELS, WHO STAND NEAREST GOD INTO THE SERAPHS WHO ARE AFLAME WITH PERFECT LOVE, AND THE CHERUBS WHO ARE FILLED WITH PERFECT KNOWLEDGE, HE ONLY GAVE EXPRESSION TO THE TWO MOST INTENSE ASPIRATIONS OF THE HUMAN SOUL, AND DESCRIBED UNDER AN IMAGE THE TWO-FOLD CONDITION OF THAT BEATIFIC VISION WHICH IS HER GOAL. THERE IS A SENSE IN WHICH IT MAY BE SAID, THAT THE DESIRE OF KNOWLEDGE IS A PART OF THE DESIRE OF PERFECT LOVE: SINCE ONE ASPECT OF THAT ALL-INCLUSIVE PASSION IS CLEARLY A LONGING TO KNOW, IN THE DEEPEST, FULLEST, CLOSEST SENSE, THE THING ADORED. LOVE’S CHARACTERISTIC ACTIVITY—FOR LOVE, ALL WINGS, IS INHERENTLY ACTIVE, AND “CANNOT BE LAZY,” AS THE MYSTICS SAY—IS A QUEST, AN OUTGOING TOWARDS AN OBJECT DESIRED, WHICH ONLY WHEN POSSESSED WILL BE FULLY KNOWN, AND ONLY WHEN FULLY KNOWN CAN BE PERFECTLY ADORED.  INTIMATE COMMUNION, NO LESS THAN WORSHIP, IS OF ITS ESSENCE. JOYOUS FRUITION IS ITS PROPER END. THIS IS TRUE OF ALL LOVE’S QUESTS, WHETHER THE BELOVED BE HUMAN OR DIVINE—THE BRIDE, THE GRAIL, THE MYSTIC ROSE, THE PLENITUDE OF GOD. BUT THERE IS NO SENSE IN WHICH IT CAN BE SAID THAT THE DESIRE OF LOVE IS MERELY A PART OF THE DESIRE OF PERFECT KNOWLEDGE: FOR THAT STRICTLY INTELLECTUAL AMBITION INCLUDES NO ADORATION, NO SELF-SPENDING, NO RECIPROCITY OF FEELING BETWEEN KNOWER AND KNOWN. MERE KNOWLEDGE, TAKEN ALONE, IS A MATTER OF RECEIVING, NOT OF ACTING: OF EYES, NOT WINGS: A DEAD ALIVE BUSINESS AT THE BEST. THERE IS THUS A SHARP DISTINCTION TO BE DRAWN BETWEEN THESE TWO GREAT EXPRESSIONS OF LIFE: THE ENERGETIC LOVE, THE PASSIVE KNOWLEDGE. ONE IS RELATED TO THE EAGER, OUTGOING ACTIVITY, THE DYNAMIC IMPULSE TO DO SOMEWHAT, PHYSICAL, MENTAL, OR SPIRITUAL, WHICH IS INHERENT IN ALL LIVING THINGS AND WHICH PSYCHOLOGISTS CALL CONATION: THE OTHER TO THE INDWELLING CONSCIOUSNESS, THE PASSIVE KNOWING SOMEWHAT, WHICH THEY CALL COGNITION. NOW “CONATION” IS ALMOST WHOLLY THE BUSINESS OF WILL, BUT OF WILL STIMULATED BY EMOTION: FOR WILLFUL ACTION OF EVERY KIND, HOWEVER INTELLECTUAL IT MAY SEEM, IS ALWAYS THE RESULT OF INTEREST, AND P. 47 INTEREST INVOLVES FEELING. WE ACT BECAUSE WE FEEL WE WANT TO; FEEL WE MUST. WHETHER THE INSPIRING FORCE BE A MERE PREFERENCE OR AN OVERWHELMING URGE, OUR IMPULSE TO “DO” IS A SYNTHESIS OF DETERMINATION AND DESIRE. ALL MAN’S ACHIEVEMENTS ARE THE RESULT OF CONATION, NEVER OF MERE THOUGHT. “THE INTELLECT BY ITSELF MOVES NOTHING,” SAID ARISTOTLE, AND MODERN PSYCHOLOGY HAS BUT AFFIRMED THIS LAW. HENCE HIS QUEST OF REALITY IS NEVER CAUSED, THOUGH IT MAY BE GREATLY ASSISTED, BY THE INTELLECTUAL ASPECT OF HIS CONSCIOUSNESS; FOR THE REASONING POWERS AS SUCH HAVE LITTLE INITIATIVE. THEIR PROVINCE IS ANALYTIC, NOT EXPLORATORY. THEY STAY AT HOME, DISSECTING AND ARRANGING MATTER THAT COMES TO HAND; AND DO NOT ADVENTURE BEYOND THEIR OWN REGION IN SEARCH OF FOOD. THOUGHT DOES NOT PENETRATE FAR INTO AN OBJECT IN WHICH THE SELF FEELS NO INTEREST—, TOWARDS WHICH SHE DOES NOT EXPERIENCE A “CONATIVE” MOVEMENT OF ATTRACTION, OF DESIRE—FOR INTEREST IS THE ONLY METHOD KNOWN TO US OF AROUSING THE WILL, AND SECURING THE FIXITY OF ATTENTION NECESSARY TO ANY INTELLECTUAL PROCESS. NONE THINK FOR LONG ABOUT ANYTHING FOR WHICH THEY DO NOT CARE; THAT IS TO SAY, WHICH DOES NOT TOUCH SOME ASPECT OF THEIR EMOTIONAL LIFE. THEY MAY HATE IT, LOVE IT, FEAR IT, WANT IT; BUT THEY MUST HAVE SOME FEELING ABOUT IT. FEELING IS THE TENTACLE WE STRETCH OUT TO THE WORLD OF THINGS. HERE THE LESSON OF PSYCHOLOGY IS THE SAME AS THAT WHICH DANTE BROUGHT BACK FROM HIS PILGRIMAGE; THE SUPREME IMPORTANCE AND HARMONIOUS MOVEMENT OF IL DESIRO AND IL VELLE. SI COME ROTA CH’EGUALMENTE È MOSSA, THESE MOVE TOGETHER TO FULFIL THE COSMIC PLAN. IN ALL HUMAN LIFE, IN SO FAR AS IT IS NOT MERELY A CONDITION OF PASSIVE “AWARENESS,” THE LAW WHICH HE FOUND IMPLICIT IN THE UNIVERSE IS THE LAW OF THE INDIVIDUAL MIND. NOT LOGIC, NOT “COMMON SENSE,”BUT L’AMOR CHE MOVE IL SOLE E LE ALTRE STELLE THE MOTIVE FORCE OF THE SPIRIT OF MAN: IN THE INVENTORS, THE PHILOSOPHERS, AND THE ARTISTS, NO LESS THAN IN THE HEROES AND IN THE SAINTS. THE VINDICATION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF FEELING IN OUR LIFE, AND IN PARTICULAR ITS PRIMACY OVER REASON IN ALL THAT HAS TO DO WITH MAN’S CONTACT WITH THE TRANSCENDENTAL WORLD, HAS BEEN ONE OF THE GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS OF MODERN PSYCHOLOGY. IN THE SPHERE OF RELIGION, IT IS NOW ACKNOWLEDGED THAT “GOD KNOWN OF THE HEART” GIVES A BETTER ACCOUNT OF THE CHARACTER OF OUR SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE THAN “GOD GUESSED AT BY THE BRAIN”; THAT THE LOVING INTUITION IS MORE FRUITFUL AND MORE TRUSTWORTHY THAN THE DIALECTIC PROOF. ONE BY ONE THE COMMONPLACES OF MYSTICISM ARE THUS REDISCOVERED BY OFFICIAL SCIENCE, AND GIVEN THEIR PROPER PLACE IN THE PSYCHOLOGY OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE. THUS LEUBA, HARDLY A FRIENDLY WITNESS, IS FOUND TO AGREE WITH THE FOURTH EVANGELIST THAT “LIFE, MORE LIFE, A LARGER, RICHER, MORE SATISFYING LIFE, IS IN THE LAST ANALYSIS THE END OF P. 48 RELIGION,”  AND WE HAVE SEEN THAT LIFE, AS WE KNOW IT, HAS THE CHARACTER OF A PURPOSIVE STRIVING, MORE DIRECTLY DEPENDENT ON WILL AND FEELING THEN ON THOUGHT. OF THIS DRIVE, THIS URGE, THOUGHT INDEED IS BUT THE SERVANT; A SKILLED AND OFTEN ARROGANT SERVANT, WITH A CONSTANT TENDENCY TO USURPATION. SOME FORM OF FEELING—INTEREST, DESIRE, FEAR, APPETITE—MUST SUPPLY THE MOTIVE POWER. WITHOUT THIS, THE WILL WOULD BE DORMANT, AND THE INTELLECT LAPSE INTO A CALCULATING MACHINE. FURTHER, “THE HEART HAS ITS REASONS WHICH THE MIND KNOWS NOT OF.” IT IS A MATTER OF EXPERIENCE THAT IN OUR MOMENTS OF DEEP EMOTION, TRANSITORY THOUGH THEY BE, WE PLUNGE DEEPER INTO THE REALITY OF THINGS THAN WE CAN HOPE TO DO IN HOURS OF THE MOST BRILLIANT ARGUMENT. AT THE TOUCH OF PASSION DOORS FLY OPEN WHICH LOGIC HAS BATTERED ON IN VAIN: FOR PASSION ROUSES TO ACTIVITY NOT MERELY THE MIND, BUT THE WHOLE VITALITY OF MAN. IT IS THE LOVER, THE POET, THE MOURNER, THE CONVERT, WHO SHARES FOR A MOMENT THE MYSTIC’S PRIVILEGE OF LIFTING THAT VEIL OF ISIS WHICH SCIENCE HANDLES SO HELPLESSLY, LEAVING ONLY HER DIRTY FINGERMARKS BEHIND. THE HEART, EAGER AND RESTLESS, GOES OUT INTO THE UNKNOWN, AND BRINGS HOME, LITERALLY AND ACTUALLY, “FRESH FOOD FOR THOUGHT.” HENCE THOSE WHO “FEEL TO THINK” ARE LIKELY TO POSSESS A RICHER, MORE REAL, IF LESS ORDERLY, EXPERIENCE THAN THOSE WHO “THINK TO FEEL.” THIS PSYCHOLOGICAL LAW, EASILY PROVED IN REGARD TO EARTHLY MATTERS, HOLDS GOOD ALSO UPON THE SUPER-SENSUAL PLANE. IT WAS EXPRESSED ONCE FOR ALL BY THE AUTHOR OF “THE CLOUD OF UNKNOWING” WHEN HE SAID OF GOD, “BY LOVE HE MAY BE GOTTEN AND HOLDEN, BUT BY THOUGHT OF UNDERSTANDING, NEVER.” THAT EXALTED FEELING, THAT “SECRET BLIND LOVE PRESSING,” NOT THE NEAT DEDUCTIONS OF LOGIC, THE APOLOGIST’S “PROOFS” OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE ABSOLUTE, UNSEALS THE EYES TO THINGS UNSEEN BEFORE. “THEREFORE,” SAYS THE SAME MYSTIC “WHAT TIME THAT THOU PURPOSE THEE TO THIS WORK, AND FEEL BY GRACE THAT THOU ART CALLED OF GOD, LIFT THEN UP THINE HEART UNTO GOD WITH A MEEK STIRRING OF LOVE; AND MEAN GOD THAT MADE THEE AND BOUGHT THEE, AND THAT GRACIOUSLY HATH CALLED THEE TO THY DEGREE AND RECEIVE NONE OTHER THOUGHT OF GOD. AND YET NOT ALL THESE BUT IF THOU LIST; FOR IT SUFFICE THEE ENOUGH, A NAKED INTENT DIRECT UNTO GOD WITHOUT ANY OTHER CAUSE THAN HIMSELF.”  HERE WE SEE EMOTION AT ITS PROPER WORK; THE MOVEMENT OF DESIRE PASSING OVER AT ONCE INTO THE ACT OF CONCENTRATION, THE GATHERING UP OF ALL THE POWERS OF THE SELF INTO A STATE OF DETERMINED ATTENTION, WHICH IS THE BUSINESS OF THE WILL. “THIS DRIVING AND DRAWING,” SAYS RUYSBROECK, “WE FEEL IN THE HEART AND IN THE UNITY OF ALL OUR BODILY POWERS, AND ESPECIALLY IN THE DESIROUS POWERS.”  THIS ACT OF PERFECT CONCENTRATION, P. 49 THE PASSIONATE FOCUS OF THE SELF UPON ONE POINT, WHEN IT IS APPLIED “WITH A NAKED INTENT” TO REAL AND TRANSCENDENTAL THINGS, CONSTITUTES IN THE TECHNICAL LANGUAGE OF MYSTICISM THE STATE OF RECOLLECTION: A CONDITION WHICH IS PECULIARLY CHARACTERISTIC OF THE MYSTICAL CONSCIOUSNESS, AND IS THE NECESSARY PRELUDE OF PURE CONTEMPLATION, THAT STATE IN WHICH THE MYSTIC ENTERS INTO COMMUNION WITH REALITY. WE HAVE THEN ARRIVED SO FAR IN OUR DESCRIPTION OF THE MECHANISM OF THE MYSTIC. POSSESSED LIKE OTHER MEN OF POWERS OF FEELING, THOUGHT, AND WILL, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT HIS LOVE AND HIS DETERMINATION, EVEN MORE THAN HIS THOUGHT, SHOULD BE SET UPON TRANSCENDENT REALITY. HE MUST FEEL A STRONG EMOTIONAL ATTRACTION TOWARD THE SUPER-SENSUAL OBJECT OF HIS QUEST: THAT LOVE WHICH SCHOLASTIC PHILOSOPHY DEFINED AS THE FORCE OR POWER WHICH CAUSES EVERY CREATURE TO FOLLOW OUT THE TREND OF ITS OWN NATURE. OF THIS MUST BE BORN THE WILL TO ATTAIN COMMUNION WITH THAT ABSOLUTE OBJECT. THIS WILL, THIS BURNING AND ACTIVE DESIRE, MUST CRYSTALLIZE INTO AND EXPRESS ITSELF BY THAT DEFINITE AND CONSCIOUS CONCENTRATION OF THE WHOLE SELF UPON THE OBJECT, WHICH PRECEDES THE CONTEMPLATIVE STATE. WE SEE ALREADY HOW FAR ASTRAY ARE THOSE WHO LOOK UPON THE MYSTICAL TEMPERAMENT AS PASSIVE IN TYPE. OUR NEXT CONCERN, THEN, WOULD SEEM TO BE WITH THIS CONDITION OF CONTEMPLATION: WHAT IT DOES AND WHITHER IT LEADS. WHAT IS (A) ITS PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPLANATION AND (B) ITS EMPIRICAL VALUE? NOW, IN DEALING WITH THIS, AND OTHER RARE MENTAL CONDITIONS, WE ARE OF COURSE TRYING TO DESCRIBE FROM WITHOUT THAT WHICH CAN ONLY ADEQUATELY BE DESCRIBED FROM WITHIN; WHICH IS AS MUCH AS TO SAY THAT ONLY MYSTICS CAN REALLY WRITE ABOUT MYSTICISM. FORTUNATELY, MANY MYSTICS HAVE SO WRITTEN; AND WE, FROM THEIR EXPERIENCES AND FROM THE EXPLORATIONS OF PSYCHOLOGY UPON ANOTHER PLANE, ARE ABLE TO MAKE CERTAIN ELEMENTARY DEDUCTIONS. IT APPEARS GENERALLY FROM THESE THAT THE ACT OF CONTEMPLATION IS FOR THE MYSTIC A PSYCHIC GATEWAY; A METHOD OF GOING FROM ONE LEVEL OF CONSCIOUSNESS TO ANOTHER. IN TECHNICAL LANGUAGE IT IS THE CONDITION UNDER WHICH HE SHIFTS HIS “FIELD OF PERCEPTION” AND OBTAINS HIS CHARACTERISTIC OUTLOOK ON THE UNIVERSE. THAT THERE IS SUCH A CHARACTERISTIC OUTLOOK, PECULIAR TO NO CREED OR RACE, IS PROVED BY THE HISTORY OF MYSTICISM; WHICH DEMONSTRATES PLAINLY ENOUGH THAT IN SOME MEN ANOTHER SORT OF CONSCIOUSNESS, ANOTHER “SENSE,” MAY BE LIBERATED BEYOND THE NORMAL POWERS WE HAVE DISCUSSED. THIS “SENSE” HAS ATTACHMENTS AT EACH POINT TO EMOTION, TO INTELLECT, AND TO WILL. IT CAN EXPRESS ITSELF UNDER EACH OF THE ASPECTS WHICH THESE TERMS CONNOTE. YET IT DIFFERS FROM AND TRANSCENDS THE EMOTIONAL, INTELLECTUAL, AND VOLITIONAL LIFE OF ORDINARY MEN. IT WAS RECOGNIZED BY P. 50 PLATO AS THAT CONSCIOUSNESS WHICH COULD APPREHEND THE REAL WORLD OF THE IDEAS. ITS DEVELOPMENT IS THE FINAL OBJECT OF THAT EDUCATION WHICH HIS “REPUBLIC” DESCRIBES. IT IS CALLED BY PLOTINUS “ANOTHER INTELLECT, DIFFERENT FROM THAT WHICH REASONS AND IS DENOMINATED RATIONAL.” ITS BUSINESS, HE SAYS, IS THE PERCEPTION OF THE SUPER-SENSUAL—OR, IN NEOPLATONIC LANGUAGE, THE INTELLIGIBLE WORLD. IT IS THE SENSE WHICH, IN THE WORDS OF THE “THEOLOGIA GERMANICA,” HAS “THE POWER OF SEEING INTO ETERNITY,” THE “MYSTERIOUS EYE OF THE SOUL” BY WHICH ST. AUGUSTINE SAW “THE LIGHT THAT NEVER CHANGES.” IT IS, SAYS AL GHAZZALI, A PERSIAN MYSTIC OF THE ELEVENTH CENTURY, “LIKE AN IMMEDIATE PERCEPTION, AS IF ONE TOUCHED ITS OBJECT WITH ONE’S HAND.”  68 IN THE WORDS OF HIS GREAT CHRISTIAN SUCCESSOR, ST. BERNARD, “IT MAY BE DEFINED AS THE SOUL’S TRUE UNERRING INTUITION, THE UNHESITATING APPREHENSION OF TRUTH”: WHICH “SIMPLE VISION OF TRUTH,” SAYS ST. THOMAS AQUINAS, “ENDS IN A MOVEMENT OF DESIRE.” IT IS INFUSED WITH BURNING LOVE, FOR IT SEEMS TO ITS POSSESSORS TO BE PRIMARILY A MOVEMENT OF THE HEART: WITH INTELLECTUAL SUBTLETY, FOR ITS ARDOR IS WHOLLY SPENT UPON THE MOST SUBLIME OBJECT OF THOUGHT: WITH UNFLINCHING WILL, FOR ITS ADVENTURES ARE UNDERTAKEN IN THE TEETH OF THE NATURAL DOUBTS, PREJUDICES, LANGURS, AND SELF-INDULGENCE OF MAN. THESE ADVENTURES, LOOKED UPON BY THOSE WHO STAY AT HOME AS A FORM OF THE HIGHER LAZINESS, ARE IN REALITY THE LAST AND MOST ARDUOUS LABORS WHICH THE HUMAN SPIRIT IS CALLED TO PERFORM. THEY ARE THE ONLY KNOWN METHODS BY WHICH WE CAN COME INTO CONSCIOUS POSSESSION OF ALL OUR POWERS; AND, RISING FROM THE LOWER TO THE HIGHER LEVELS OF CONSCIOUSNESS, BECOME AWARE OF THAT LARGER LIFE IN WHICH WE ARE IMMERSED, ATTAIN COMMUNION WITH THE TRANSCENDENT PERSONALITY IN WHOM THAT LIFE IS RESUMED. MARY HAS CHOSEN THE BETTER, NOT THE IDLER PART; FOR HER GAZE IS DIRECTED TOWARDS THOSE FIRST PRINCIPLES WITHOUT WHICH THE ACTIVITY OF MARTHA WOULD HAVE NO MEANING AT ALL. IN VAIN DOES SARDONIC COMMON SENSE, CONFRONTED WITH THE CONTEMPLATIVE TYPE, REITERATE THE SNEER OF MUCIUS, “ENCORE SONT-ILS HEUREUX QUE LA PAUVRE MARTHE LEUR FASSE LA CUISINE.” IT REMAINS A PARADOX OF THE MYSTICS THAT THE PASSIVITY AT WHICH THEY APPEAR TO AIM IS REALLY A STATE OF THE MOST INTENSE ACTIVITY: MORE, THAT WHERE IT IS WHOLLY ABSENT NO GREAT CREATIVE ACTION CAN TAKE PLACE. IN IT, THE SUPERFICIAL SELF COMPELS ITSELF TO BE STILL, IN ORDER THAT IT MAY LIBERATE ANOTHER P. 51 MORE DEEP-SEATED POWER WHICH IS, IN THE ECSTASY OF THE CONTEMPLATIVE GENIUS, RAISED TO THE HIGHEST PITCH OF EFFICIENCY. “THIS RESTFUL TRAVAIL,” SAID WALTER HILTON, “IS FULL FAR FROM FLESHLY IDLENESS AND FROM BLIND SECURITY. IT IS FULL OF GHOSTLY WORK BUT IT IS CALLED REST, FOR GRACE LOOSE THE HEAVY YOKE OF FLESHLY [SEXUAL] LOVE FROM THE SOUL AND MAKE IT MIGHTY AND FREE THROUGH THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOSTLY [SEXLESS] LOVE FOR TO WORK GLADLY, SOFTLY, AND DELECTABLY...THEREFORE, IS IT CALLED AN HOLY IDLENESS AND A REST MOST BUSY; AND SO IS IT IN STILLNESS FROM THE GREAT CRYING AND THE BEASTLY NOISE OF FLESHLY DESIRES.” IF THOSE WHO HAVE CULTIVATED THIS LATENT POWER BE CORRECT IN THEIR STATEMENTS, THE SELF WAS MISTAKEN IN SUPPOSING HERSELF TO BE ENTIRELY SHUT OFF FROM THE TRUE EXTERNAL UNIVERSE. SHE HAS, IT SEEMS CERTAIN TENTACLES WHICH, ONCE SHE LEARNS TO UNCURL THEM, WILL STRETCH SENSITIVE FINGERS FAR BEYOND THAT LIMITING ENVELOPE IN WHICH HER NORMAL CONSCIOUSNESS IS CONTAINED, AND GIVE HER NEWS OF A HIGHER REALITY THAN THAT WHICH CAN BE DEDUCED FROM THE REPORTS OF THE SENSES. THE FULLY DEVELOPED AND COMPLETELY CONSCIOUS HUMAN SOUL CAN OPEN AS AN ANEMONE DOES, AND KNOW THE OCEAN IN WHICH SHE IS BATHED. THIS ACT, THIS CONDITION OF CONSCIOUSNESS, IN WHICH BARRIERS ARE OBLITERATED, THE ABSOLUTE FLOWS IN ON US, AND WE, RUSHING OUT TO ITS EMBRACE, “FIND AND FEEL THE INFINITE ABOVE ALL REASON AND ABOVE ALL KNOWLEDGE,” IS THE TRUE “MYSTICAL STATE.” THE VALUE OF CONTEMPLATION IS THAT IT TENDS TO PRODUCE THIS STATE, RELEASE THIS TRANSCENDENTAL SENSE; AND SO TURNS THE “LOWER SERVITUDE” IN WHICH THE NATURAL MAN LIVES UNDER THE SWAY OF HIS EARTHLY ENVIRONMENT TO THE “HIGHER SERVITUDE” OF FULLY CONSCIOUS DEPENDENCE ON THAT REALITY “IN WHOM WE LIVE AND MOVE AND HAVE OUR BEING.” WHAT THEN, WE ASK, IS THE NATURE OF THIS SPECIAL SENSE—THIS TRANSCENDENTAL CONSCIOUSNESS—AND HOW DOES CONTEMPLATION LIBERATE IT? ANY ATTEMPT TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION BRINGS UPON THE SCENE ANOTHER ASPECT OF MAN’S PSYCHIC LIFE: AN ASPECT OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE TO THE STUDENT OF THE MYSTIC TYPE. WE HAVE REVIEWED THE CHIEF WAYS IN WHICH OUR SURFACE CONSCIOUSNESS REACTS UPON EXPERIENCE: A SURFACE CONSCIOUSNESS WHICH HAS BEEN TRAINED THROUGH LONG AGES TO DEAL WITH THE UNIVERSE OF SENSE. WE KNOW, HOWEVER, THAT THE PERSONALITY OF MAN IS A FAR DEEPER AND MORE MYSTERIOUS THING THAN THE SUM OF HIS CONSCIOUS FEELING, THOUGHT AND WILL: THAT THIS SUPERFICIAL SELF—THIS EGO OF WHICH EACH OF US IS AWARE—HARDLY COUNTS IN COMPARISON WITH THE DEEPS OF BEING WHICH IT HIDES. “THERE IS A ROOT OR DEPTH IN THEE,” SAYS LAW, “FROM WHENCE ALL THESE FACULTIES COME FORTH AS LINES FROM A CENTER, P. 52 OR AS BRANCHES FROM THE BODY OF A TREE. THIS DEPTH IS CALLED THE CENTER, THE FUND, OR BOTTOM, OF THE SOUL. THIS DEPTH IS THE UNITY, THE ETERNITY, I HAD ALMOST SAID THE INFINITY OF THY SOUL, FOR IT IS SO INFINITE THAT NOTHING CAN SATISFY IT, OR GIVE IT ANY REST, BUT THE INFINITY OF GOD.” SINCE NORMAL MAN IS UTTERLY UNABLE TO SET UP RELATIONS WITH SPIRITUAL REALITY BY MEANS OF HIS FEELING, THOUGHT, AND WILL, IT IS CLEARLY IN THIS DEPTH OF BEING—IN THESE UNPLUMBED LEVELS OF PERSONALITY—THAT WE MUST SEARCH, IF WE WOULD FIND THE ORGAN, THE POWER, BY WHICH HE IS TO ACHIEVE THE MYSTIC QUEST. THAT ALTERATION OF CONSCIOUSNESS WHICH TAKES PLACE IN CONTEMPLATION CAN ONLY MEAN THE EMERGENCE FROM THIS “FUND OR BOTTOM OF THE SOUL” OF SOME FACULTY WHICH DIURNAL LIFE KEEPS HIDDEN “IN THE DEEPS.” MODERN PSYCHOLOGY, IN ITS DOCTRINE OF THE UNCONSCIOUS OR SUBLIMINAL PERSONALITY, HAS ACKNOWLEDGED THIS FACT OF A RANGE OF PSYCHIC LIFE LYING BELOW AND BEYOND THE CONSCIOUS FIELD. INDEED, IT HAS SO DWELT UPON AND DEFINED THIS SHADOWY REGION—WHICH IS REALLY LESS A “REGION” THAN A USEFUL NAME—THAT IT SOMETIMES SEEMS TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE UNCONSCIOUS THAN ABOUT THE CONSCIOUS LIFE OF MAN. THERE IT FINDS, SIDE BY SIDE, THE SOURCES OF HIS MOST ANIMAL INSTINCTS, HIS LEAST EXPLICABLE POWERS, HIS MOST SPIRITUAL INTUITIONS: THE “APE AND TIGER,” AND THE “SOUL.” GENIUS AND PROPHECY, INSOMNIA AND INFATUATION, CLAIRVOYANCE, HYPNOTISM, HYSTERIA, AND “CHRISTIAN” SCIENCE—ALL ARE EXPLAINED BY THE “UNCONSCIOUS MIND.” IN HIS DESTRUCTIVE MOODS THE PSYCHOLOGIST HAS LITTLE APPARENT DIFFICULTY IN REDUCING THE CHIEF PHENOMENA OF RELIGIOUS AND MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE TO ACTIVITIES OF THE “UNCONSCIOUS,” SEEKING AN OBLIQUE SATISFACTION OF REPRESSED DESIRES. WHERE HE UNDERTAKES THE MORE DANGEROUS DUTIES OF APOLOGETIC, HE EXPLAINS THE SAME PHENOMENA BY SAYING THAT “GOD SPEAKS TO MAN IN THE SUBCONSCIOUSNESS,” BY WHICH HE CAN ONLY MEAN THAT OUR APPREHENSIONS OF THE ETERNAL HAVE THE CHARACTER OF INTUITION RATHER THAN OF THOUGHT. YET THE “UNCONSCIOUS” AFTER ALL IS MERELY A CONVENIENT NAME FOR THE AGGREGATE OF THOSE POWERS, PARTS, OR QUALITIES OF THE WHOLE SELF WHICH AT ANY GIVEN MOMENT ARE NOT CONSCIOUS, OR THAT THE EGO IS NOT CONSCIOUS OF. INCLUDED IN THE UNCONSCIOUS REGION OF AN AVERAGE HEALTHY MAN ARE ALL THOSE AUTOMATIC ACTIVITIES BY WHICH THE LIFE OF THE BODY IS CARRIED ON: ALL THOSE “UNCIVILIZED” INSTINCTS AND VICES, THOSE REMAINS OF THE ANCESTRAL SAVAGE, WHICH EDUCATION HAS P. 53 FORCED OUT OF THE STREAM OF CONSCIOUSNESS AND WHICH NOW ONLY SEND THEIR MESSAGES TO THE SURFACE IN A CAREFULLY DISGUISED FORM. THERE TOO WORK IN THE HIDDENNESS THOSE LONGINGS FOR WHICH THE BUSY LIFE OF THE WORLD LEAVES NO PLACE; AND THERE LIES THAT DEEP POOL, THAT HEART OF PERSONALITY, FROM WHICH IN MOMENTS OF LUCIDITY A MESSAGE MAY REACH THE CONSCIOUS FIELD. HENCE IN NORMAL MEN THE BEST AND WORST, MOST SAVAGE AND MOST SPIRITUAL PARTS OF CHARACTER, ARE BOTTLED UP “BELOW THE THRESHOLD.” OFTEN THE PARTISANS OF THE “UNCONSCIOUS” FORGET TO MENTION THIS. IT FOLLOWS, THEN, THAT WHILST WE MAY FIND IT CONVENIENT AND INDEED NECESSARY TO AVAIL OURSELVES OF THE SYMBOLS AND DIAGRAMS OF PSYCHOLOGY IN TRACKING OUT THE MYSTIC WAY, WE MUST NOT FORGET THE LARGE AND VAGUE SIGNIFICANCE WHICH ATTACHES TO THESE SYMBOLS, AND THE HYPOTHETICAL CHARACTER OF MANY OF THE ENTITIES THEY REPRESENT. NOR MUST WE ALLOW OURSELVES TO USE THE “UNCONSCIOUS” AS THE EQUIVALENT OF MAN’S TRANSCENDENTAL SENSE. HERE THE MYSTICS HAVE SURELY DISPLAYED A MORE SCIENTIFIC SPIRIT, A MORE DELICATE POWER OF ANALYSIS, THAN THE PSYCHOLOGISTS. THEY, TOO, WERE AWARE THAT IN NORMAL MEN THE SPIRITUAL SENSE LIES BELOW THE THRESHOLD OF CONSCIOUSNESS. THOUGH THEY HAD NOT AT THEIR COMMAND THE SPATIAL METAPHORS OF THE MODERN SCHOOL, AND COULD NOT DESCRIBE MAN’S ASCENT TOWARD GOD IN THOSE PICTURESQUE TERMS OF LEVELS AND UPRUSHES, MARGINS AND FIELDS, PROJECTION, REPRESSION, AND SUBLIMATION, WHICH NOW COME SO NATURALLY TO INVESTIGATORS OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE, THEY LEAVE US IN NO DOUBT AS TO THEIR VIEW OF THE FACTS. FURTHER, MAN’S SPIRITUAL HISTORY PRIMARILY MEANT FOR THEM, AS IT MEANS FOR US, THE EMERGENCE OF THIS TRANSCENDENTAL SENSE; ITS CAPTURE OF THE FIELD OF CONSCIOUSNESS, AND THE OPENING UP OF THOSE PATHS WHICH PERMIT THE INFLOW OF A LARGER SPIRITUAL LIFE, THE PERCEPTION OF A HIGHER REALITY. THIS, IN SO FAR AS IT WAS AN ISOLATED ACT, WAS “CONTEMPLATION.” WHEN IT WAS PART OF THE GENERAL LIFE PROCESS, AND HAD PERMANENT RESULTS, THEY CALLED IT THE NEW BIRTH, WHICH “MAKES ALIVE.” THE FACULTY OR PERSONALITY CONCERNED IN THE “NEW BIRTH”—THE “SPIRITUAL MAN,” CAPABLE OF THE SPIRITUAL VISION AND LIFE, WHICH WAS DISSOCIATED FROM THE “EARTHLY MAN” ADAPTED ONLY TO THE NATURAL LIFE—WAS ALWAYS SHARPLY DISTINGUISHED BY THEM FROM THE TOTAL PERSONALITY, CONSCIOUS OR UNCONSCIOUS. IT WAS SOMETHING DEFINITE; A BIT OR SPOT OF MAN WHICH, BELONGING NOT TO TIME BUT TO ETERNITY, WAS DIFFERENT IN KIND FROM THE REST OF HIS HUMAN NATURE, FRAMED IN ALL RESPECTS TO MEET THE DEMANDS OF THE MERELY NATURAL WORLD.  THE BUSINESS OF THE MYSTIC IN THE EYES OF THESE OLD SPECIALISTS WAS TO REMAKE, TRANSMUTE, HIS TOTAL PERSONALITY IN THE INTEREST P. 54 OF HIS SPIRITUAL SELF; TO BRING IT OUT OF THE HIDDENNESS, AND UNIFY HIMSELF ABOUT IT AS A CENTER, THUS “PUTTING ON DIVINE HUMANITY.” THE DIVINE NUCLEUS, THE POINT OF CONTACT BETWEEN MAN’S LIFE AND THE DIVINE LIFE IN WHICH IT IS IMMERSED AND SUSTAINED, HAS BEEN GIVEN MANY NAMES IN COURSE OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF MYSTICAL DOCTRINE. ALL CLEARLY MEAN THE SAME THING, THOUGH EMPHASIZING DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF ITS LIFE. SOMETIMES IT IS CALLED THE SYNTERESIS, THE KEEPER OR PRESERVER OF HIS BEING: SOMETIMES THE SPARK OF THE SOUL, THE FÜNKLEIN OF THE GERMAN MYSTICS: SOMETIMES ITS APEX THE POINT AT WHICH IT TOUCHES THE HEAVENS. THEN, WITH A SUDDEN FLIGHT TO THE OTHER END OF THE SYMBOLIC SCALE, AND IN ORDER TO EMPHASIZE ITS PARTICIPATION IN PURE BEING, RATHER THAN ITS DIFFERENCE FROM MERE NATURE, IT IS CALLED THE GROUND OF THE SOUL, THE FOUNDATION OR BASAL STUFF INDWELT BY GOD, WHENCE SPRINGS ALL SPIRITUAL LIFE. CLEARLY ALL THESE GUESSES AND SUGGESTIONS AIM AT ONE GOAL AND ARE ALL TO BE UNDERSTOOD IN A SYMBOLIC SENSE; FOR, AS MALAVAL OBSERVED IN ANSWER TO HIS DISCIPLES’ ANXIOUS INQUIRIES ON THIS SUBJECT, “SINCE THE SOUL OF MAN IS A SPIRITUAL THING AND THUS CANNOT HAVE DIVISIONS OR PARTS, CONSEQUENTLY IT CANNOT HAVE HEIGHT OR DEPTH, SUMMIT OR SURFACE. BUT BECAUSE WE JUDGE SPIRITUAL THINGS BY THE HELP OF MATERIAL THINGS, SINCE WE KNOW THESE BETTER AND THEY ARE MORE FAMILIAR TO US, WE CALL THE HIGHEST OF ALL FORMS OF CONCEPTION THE SUMMIT, AND THE EASIER WAY OF COMPREHENDING THINGS THE SURFACE, OF THE UNDERSTANDING.” HERE AT ANY RATE, WHATEVER NAME WE MAY CHOOSE TO GIVE IT, IS THE ORGAN OF MAN’S SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS; THE PLACE WHERE HE MEETS THE ABSOLUTE, THE GERM OF HIS REAL LIFE. HERE IS THE SEAT OF THAT DEEP “TRANSCENDENTAL FEELING,” THE “BEGINNING AND END OF METAPHYSICS” WHICH IS, SAYS PROFESSOR STEWART, “AT ONCE THE SOLEMN SENSE OF TIMELESS BEING—OF ‘THAT WHICH WAS AND IS AND EVER SHALL BE’ OVERSHADOWING US—AND THE CONVICTION THAT LIFE IS GOOD.” “I HOLD,” SAYS THE SAME WRITER, “THAT IT IS IN TRANSCENDENTAL FEELING, MANIFESTED NORMALLY AS FAITH IN THE VALUE OF LIFE, AND ECSTATICALLY AS SENSE OF TIMELESS BEING, AND NOT IN THOUGHT PROCEEDING BY WAY OF SPECULATIVE CONSTRUCTION, THAT CONSCIOUSNESS COMES NEAREST TO THE OBJECT OF METAPHYSICS, ULTIMATE REALITY.” P. 55 THE EXISTENCE OF SUCH A “SENSE,” SUCH AN INTEGRAL PART OR FUNCTION OF THE COMPLETE HUMAN BEING, HAS BEEN AFFIRMED AND DWELT UPON NOT ONLY BY THE MYSTICS, BUT BY SEERS AND TEACHERS OF ALL TIMES AND CREEDS: BY EGYPT, GREECE, AND INDIA, THE POETS, THE FAKIRS, THE PHILOSOPHERS, AND THE SAINTS. A BELIEF IN ITS ACTUALITY IS THE PIVOT OF THE CHRISTIAN POSITION; INDEED, OF EVERY RELIGION WORTHY OF THE NAME. IT IS THE JUSTIFICATION OF MYSTICISM, ASCETICISM, THE WHOLE MACHINERY OF THE SELF-RENOUNCING LIFE. THAT THERE IS AN EXTREME POINT AT WHICH MAN’S NATURE TOUCHES THE ABSOLUTE: THAT HIS GROUND, OR SUBSTANCE, HIS TRUE BEING, IS PENETRATED BY THE DIVINE LIFE WHICH CONSTITUTES THE UNDERLYING REALITY OF THINGS; THIS IS THE BASIS ON WHICH THE WHOLE MYSTIC CLAIM OF POSSIBLE UNION WITH GOD MUST REST. HERE, THEY SAY, IS OUR LINK WITH REALITY; AND IN THIS PLACE ALONE CAN BE CELEBRATED THE “MARRIAGE FROM WHICH THE LORD COMES.” TO USE ANOTHER OF THEIR DIAGRAMS, IT IS THANKS TO THE EXISTENCE WITHIN HIM OF THIS IMMORTAL SPARK FROM THE CENTRAL FIRE, THAT MAN IS IMPLICITLY A “CHILD OF THE INFINITE.” THE MYSTIC WAY MUST THEREFORE BE A LIFE, A DISCIPLINE, WHICH WILL SO ALTER THE CONSTITUENTS OF HIS MENTAL LIFE AS TO INCLUDE THIS SPARK WITHIN THE CONSCIOUS FIELD; BRING IT OUT OF THE HIDDENNESS, FROM THOSE DEEP LEVELS WHERE IT SUSTAINS AND GUIDES HIS NORMAL EXISTENCE, AND MAKE IT THE DOMINANT ELEMENT ROUND WHICH HIS PERSONALITY IS ARRANGED. IT IS CLEAR THAT UNDER ORDINARY CONDITIONS, AND SAVE FOR SUDDEN GUSTS OF “TRANSCENDENTAL FEELING” INDUCED BY SOME SAVING MADNESS SUCH AS RELIGION, ART, OR LOVE, THE SUPERFICIAL SELF KNOWS NOTHING OF THE ATTITUDE OF THIS SILENT WATCHER—THIS “DWELLER IN THE INNERMOST”—TOWARDS THE INCOMING MESSAGES OF THE EXTERNAL WORLD: NOR OF THE ACTIVITIES WHICH THEY AWAKE IN IT. CONCENTRATED ON THE SENSE-WORLD, AND THE MESSAGES SHE RECEIVES FROM IT, SHE KNOWS NOTHING OF THE RELATIONS WHICH EXIST BETWEEN THIS SUBJECT AND THE UNATTAINABLE OBJECT OF ALL THOUGHT. BUT BY A DELIBERATE INATTENTION TO THE MESSAGES OF THE SENSES, SUCH AS THAT WHICH IS INDUCED BY CONTEMPLATION, THE MYSTIC CAN BRING THE GROUND OF THE SOUL, THE SEAT OF “TRANSCENDENTAL FEELING,” WITHIN THE AREA OF CONSCIOUSNESS: MAKING IT AMENABLE TO THE ACTIVITY OF THE WILL. THUS, BECOMING UNAWARE OF HIS USUAL AND LARGELY FICTITIOUS “EXTERNAL WORLD,” ANOTHER AND MORE SUBSTANTIAL SET OF PERCEPTIONS, WHICH NEVER HAVE THEIR CHANCE UNDER NORMAL CONDITIONS, RISE TO THE SURFACE. SOMETIMES THESE UNITE WITH THE NORMAL REASONING FACULTIES. MORE OFTEN, THEY SUPERSEDE THEM. SOME SUCH EXCHANGE, SUCH “LOSING TO FIND,” APPEARS TO BE NECESSARY, IF MAN’S TRANSCENDENTAL POWERS ARE TO HAVE THEIR FULL CHANCE. “THE TWO EYES OF THE SOUL OF MAN,” SAYS THE “THEOLOGIA P. 56 GERMANICA,” HERE DEVELOPING A PROFOUND PLATONIC IMAGE, “CANNOT BOTH PERFORM THEIR WORK AT ONCE: BUT IF THE SOUL SHALL SEE WITH THE RIGHT EYE INTO ETERNITY, THEN THE LEFT EYE MUST CLOSE ITSELF AND REFRAIN FROM WORKING, AND BE AS THOUGH IT WERE DEAD. FOR IF THE LEFT EYE, BE FULFILLING ITS OFFICE TOWARD OUTWARD THINGS, THAT IS HOLDING CONVERSE WITH TIME AND THE CREATURES; THEN MUST THE RIGHT EYE BE HINDERED IN ITS WORKING; THAT IS, IN ITS CONTEMPLATION. THEREFORE, WHOSOEVER WILL HAVE THE ONE MUST LET THE OTHER GO; FOR ‘NO MAN CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS.’” THERE IS WITHIN US AN IMMENSE CAPACITY FOR PERCEPTION, FOR THE RECEIVING OF MESSAGES FROM OUTSIDE; AND A VERY LITTLE CONSCIOUSNESS WHICH DEALS WITH THEM. IT IS AS IF ONE TELEGRAPH OPERATOR WERE PLACED IN CHARGE OF A MULTITUDE OF LINES: ALL MAY BE IN ACTION, BUT HE CAN ONLY ATTEND TO ONE AT A TIME. IN POPULAR LANGUAGE, THERE IS NOT ENOUGH CONSCIOUSNESS TO GO [A] ROUND. EVEN UPON THE SENSUAL PLANE, NO ONE CAN BE AWARE OF MORE THAN A FEW THINGS AT ONCE. THESE FILL THE CENTER OF OUR FIELD OF CONSCIOUSNESS: AS THE OBJECT ON WHICH WE HAPPEN TO HAVE FOCUS OUR VISION DOMINATES OUR FIELD OF SIGHT. THE OTHER MATTERS WITHIN THAT FIELD RETREAT TO THE MARGIN. WE KNOW, DIMLY, THAT THEY ARE THERE; BUT WE PAY THEM NO ATTENTION AND SHOULD HARDLY MISS THEM IF THEY CEASED TO EXIST. TRANSCENDENTAL MATTERS ARE, FOR MOST OF US, ALWAYS BEYOND THE MARGIN; BECAUSE MOST OF US HAVE GIVEN UP OUR WHOLE CONSCIOUSNESS TO THE OCCUPATION OF THE SENSES, AND PERMITTED THEM TO CONSTRUCT THERE A UNIVERSE IN WHICH WE ARE CONTENTED TO REMAIN. ONLY IN CERTAIN STATES—RECOLLECTION, CONTEMPLATION, ECSTASY AND THEIR ALLIED CONDITIONS—DOES THE SELF CONTRIVE TO TURN OUT THE USUAL TENANTS, SHUT THE “GATEWAYS OF THE FLESH,” AND LET THOSE SUBMERGED POWERS WHICH ARE CAPABLE OF PICKING UP MESSAGES FROM ANOTHER PLANE OF BEING HAVE THEIR TURN. THEN IT IS THE SENSE-WORLD WHICH RETREATS BEYOND THE MARGIN, AND ANOTHER LANDSCAPE THAT RUSHES IN. AT LAST, THEN, WE BEGIN TO SEE SOMETHING OF WHAT CONTEMPLATION DOES FOR ITS INITIATES. IT IS ONE OF THE MANY NAMES APPLIED TO THAT CHAIN OF PROCESSES WHICH HAVE FOR THEIR OBJECT THIS ALTERATION OF THE MENTAL EQUILIBRIUM: THE PUTTING TO SLEEP OF THAT “NORMAL SELF” WHICH USUALLY WAKES, AND THE AWAKENING OF THAT “TRANSCENDENTAL SELF” WHICH USUALLY SLEEPS. TO MAN, “MEETING-POINT OF VARIOUS STAGES OF REALITY,” IS GIVEN—THOUGH HE SELDOM CONSIDERS IT—THIS UNIQUE POWER OF CHOOSING HIS UNIVERSE. THE PHENOMENON KNOWN AS DOUBLE OR DISINTEGRATED PERSONALITY MAY PERHAPS GIVE US A HINT AS TO THE MECHANICAL NATURE OF THE CHANGE WHICH CONTEMPLATION EFFECTS. IN THIS PSYCHIC MALADY THE TOTAL CHARACTER OF THE PATIENT IS SPLIT UP; A CERTAIN GROUP OF QUALITIES P. 57 ARE, AS IT WERE, ABSTRACTED FROM THE SURFACE-CONSCIOUSNESS AND SO CLOSELY ASSOCIATED AS TO FORM IN THEMSELVES A COMPLETE “CHARACTER” OR “PERSONALITY”—NECESSARILY POLES ASUNDER FROM THE “CHARACTER” WHICH THE SELF USUALLY SHOWS TO THE WORLD, SINCE IT CONSISTS EXCLUSIVELY OF THOSE ELEMENTS WHICH ARE OMITTED FROM IT. THUS, IN THE CLASSICAL CASE OF MISS BEAUCHAMP, THE INVESTIGATOR, DR. MORTON PRINCE, CALLED THE THREE CHIEF “PERSONALITIES,” FROM THEIR RULING CHARACTERISTICS, “THE SAINT,” “THE WOMAN,” AND “THE DEVIL.” THE TOTALITY OF CHARACTER WHICH COMPOSED THE “REAL MISS BEAUCHAMP” HAD SPLIT UP INTO THESE CONTRASTING TYPES; EACH OF WHICH WAS EXCESSIVE, BECAUSE WITHDRAWN FROM THE CONTROL OF THE REST. WHEN, VOLUNTARILY OR INVOLUNTARILY, THE PERSONALITY WHICH HAD POSSESSION OF THE FIELD OF CONSCIOUSNESS WAS LULLED TO SLEEP, ONE OF THE OTHERS EMERGED. HYPNOTISM WAS ONE OF THE MEANS WHICH MOST EASILY EFFECTED THIS CHANGE. NOW IN PERSONS OF MYSTICAL GENIUS, THE QUALITIES WHICH THE STRESS OF NORMAL LIFE TENDS TO KEEP BELOW THE THRESHOLD OF CONSCIOUSNESS ARE OF ENORMOUS STRENGTH. IN THESE NATURAL EXPLORERS OF ETERNITY, THE “TRANSCENDENTAL FACULTY,” THE “EYE OF THE SOUL,” IS NOT MERELY PRESENT IN EMBRYO, BUT IS HIGHLY DEVELOPED; AND IS COMBINED WITH GREAT EMOTIONAL AND VOLITIONAL POWER. THE RESULT OF THE SEGREGATION OF SUCH QUALITIES BELOW THE THRESHOLD OF CONSCIOUSNESS IS TO REMOVE FROM THEM THE FRICTION OF THOSE COUNTERBALANCING TRAITS IN THE SURFACE MIND WITH WHICH THEY MIGHT COLLIDE. THEY ARE “IN THE HIDDENNESS,” AS JACOB BOEHME WOULD SAY. THERE THEY DEVELOP UNCHECKED, UNTIL A POINT IS REACHED AT WHICH THEIR STRENGTH IS SUCH THAT THEY BREAK THEIR BOUNDS AND EMERGE INTO THE CONSCIOUS FIELD: EITHER TEMPORARILY DOMINATING THE SUBJECT AS IN ECSTASY, OR PERMANENTLY TRANSMUTING THE OLD SELF, AS IN THE “UNITIVE LIFE.” THE ATTAINMENT OF THIS POINT MAY BE ACCELERATED BY PROCESSES WHICH HAVE ALWAYS BEEN KNOWN AND VALUED BY THE MYSTICS; AND WHICH TEND TO PRODUCE A STATE OF CONSCIOUSNESS CLASSED BY PSYCHOLOGISTS WITH DREAMS, REVERIE, AND THE RESULTS OF HYPNOSIS. IN ALL THESE THE NORMAL SURFACE-CONSCIOUSNESS IS DELIBERATELY OR INVOLUNTARILY LULLED, THE IMAGES AND IDEAS CONNECTED WITH NORMAL LIFE ARE EXCLUDED, AND IMAGES OR FACULTIES FROM “BEYOND THE THRESHOLD” ARE ABLE TO TAKE THEIR PLACE. OF COURSE, THESE IMAGES OR FACULTIES MAY OR MAY NOT BE MORE VALUABLE THAN THOSE ALREADY PRESENT IN THE SURFACE-CONSCIOUSNESS. IN THE ORDINARY SUBJECT, OFTEN ENOUGH, THEY ARE BUT THE ODDS AND ENDS FOR WHICH THE SUPERFICIAL MIND HAS FOUND NO USE. IN THE MYSTIC, THEY ARE OF A VERY DIFFERENT ORDER: AND THIS FACT JUSTIFIES THE MEANS WHICH HE INSTINCTIVELY EMPLOYS TO SECURE THEIR EMERGENCE. INDIAN MYSTICISM FOUNDS ITS EXTERNAL SYSTEM ALMOST WHOLLY P. 58 ON (A) ASCETICISM, THE DOMINATION OF THE SENSES, AND (B) THE DELIBERATE PRACTICE OF SELF-HYPNOTIZATION; EITHER BY FIXING THE EYES ON A NEAR OBJECT, OR BY THE RHYTHMIC REPETITION OF THE MANTRA OR SACRED WORD. BY THESE COMPLEMENTARY FORMS OF DISCIPLINE, THE PULL OF THE PHENOMENAL WORLD IS DIMINISHED AND THE MIND IS PLACED AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE SUBCONSCIOUS POWERS. DANCING, MUSIC, AND OTHER EXAGGERATIONS OF NATURAL RHYTHM HAVE BEEN PRESSED INTO THE SAME SERVICE BY THE GREEK INITIATES OF DIONYSUS, BY THE GNOSTICS, BY INNUMERABLE OTHER MYSTIC CULTS. THAT THESE PROCEEDINGS DO EFFECT A REMARKABLE CHANGE IN THE HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS IS PROVED BY EXPERIENCE: THOUGH HOW AND WHY THEY DO IT IS AS YET LITTLE UNDERSTOOD. SUCH ARTIFICIAL AND DELIBERATE PRODUCTION OF ECSTASY IS AGAINST THE WHOLE INSTINCT OF THE CHRISTIAN CONTEMPLATIVES; BUT HERE AND THERE AMONGST THEM ALSO WE FIND INSTANCES IN WHICH ECSTATIC TRANCE OR LUCIDITY, THE LIBERATION OF THE “TRANSCENDENTAL SENSE,” WAS INADVERTENTLY PRODUCED BY PURELY PHYSICAL MEANS. THUS JACOB BOEHME, THE “TEUTONIC THEOSOPHER,” HAVING ONE DAY AS HE SAT IN HIS ROOM “GAZED FIXEDLY UPON A BURNISHED PEWTER DISH WHICH REFLECTED THE SUNSHINE WITH GREAT BRILLIANCE,” FELL INTO AN INWARD ECSTASY, AND IT SEEMED TO HIM AS IF HE COULD LOOK INTO THE PRINCIPLES AND DEEPEST FOUNDATIONS OF THINGS. THE CONTEMPLATION OF RUNNING WATER HAD THE SAME EFFECT ON ST. IGNATIUS LOYOLA. SITTING ON THE BANK OF A RIVER ONE DAY, AND FACING THE STREAM, WHICH WAS RUNNING DEEP, “THE EYES OF HIS MIND WERE OPENED, NOT SO AS TO SEE ANY KIND OF VISION, BUT SO AS TO UNDERSTAND AND COMPREHEND SPIRITUAL THINGS...AND THIS WITH SUCH CLEARNESS THAT FOR HIM ALL THESE THINGS WERE MADE NEW.” THIS METHOD OF ATTAINING TO MENTAL LUCIDITY BY A NARROWING AND SIMPLIFICATION OF THE CONSCIOUS FIELD, FINDS AN APT PARALLEL IN THE PRACTICE OF IMMANUEL KANT, WHO “FOUND THAT HE COULD BETTER ENGAGE IN PHILOSOPHICAL THOUGHT WHILE GAZING STEADILY AT A NEIGHBORING CHURCH STEEPLE.” IT NEED HARDLY BE SAID THAT RATIONALISTIC WRITERS, IGNORING THE PARALLELS OFFERED BY THE ARTISTIC AND PHILOSOPHIC TEMPERAMENTS, HAVE SEIZED EAGERLY UPON THE EVIDENCE AFFORDED BY SUCH INSTANCES OF APPARENT MONO-IDEISM AND SELF-HYPNOTIZATION IN THE LIVES OF THE MYSTICS, AND BY THE PHYSICAL DISTURBANCES WHICH ACCOMPANY THE ECSTATIC TRANCE, AND SOUGHT BY ITS APPLICATION TO ATTRIBUTE ALL THE ABNORMAL PERCEPTIONS OF CONTEMPLATIVE GENIUS TO HYSTERIA OR OTHER DISEASE. THEY HAVE NOT HESITATED TO CALL ST. PAUL AN EPILEPTIC. ST. TERESA THE “PATRON SAINT OF HYSTERICS”; AND HAVE FOUND ROOM FOR MOST OF THEIR SPIRITUAL KINDRED IN VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF THE PATHOLOGICAL MUSEUM. THEY HAVE BEEN HELPED IN THIS GRATEFUL TASK BY THE ACKNOWLEDGED FACT THAT THE GREAT CONTEMPLATIVES, THOUGH P. 59 ALMOST ALWAYS PERSONS OF ROBUST INTELLIGENCE AND MARKED PRACTICAL OR INTELLECTUAL ABILITY—PLOTINUS, ST. BERNARD, THE TWO SS. CATHERINE, ST. TERESA, ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS, AND THE SUFI POETS JÀMI AND JALALU ‘DDIN ARE CASES IN POINT—HAVE OFTEN SUFFERED FROM BAD PHYSICAL HEALTH. MORE, THEIR MYSTICAL ACTIVITIES HAVE GENERALLY REACTED UPON THEIR BODIES IN A DEFINITE AND SPECIAL WAY; PRODUCING IN SEVERAL CASES A PARTICULAR KIND OF ILLNESS AND OF PHYSICAL DISABILITY, ACCOMPANIED BY PAINS AND FUNCTIONAL DISTURBANCES FOR WHICH NO ORGANIC CAUSE COULD BE DISCOVERED, UNLESS THAT CAUSE WERE THE IMMENSE STRAIN WHICH EXALTED SPIRIT PUTS UPON A BODY WHICH IS ADAPTED TO A VERY DIFFERENT FORM OF LIFE. IT IS CERTAIN THAT THE ABNORMAL AND HIGHLY SENSITIZED TYPE OF MIND WHICH WE CALL MYSTICAL DOES FREQUENTLY, BUT NOT ALWAYS, PRODUCE OR ACCOMPANY STRANGE AND INEXPLICABLE MODIFICATIONS OF THE PHYSICAL ORGANISM WITH WHICH IT IS LINKED. THE SUPERNATURAL IS NOT HERE IN QUESTION, EXCEPT IN SO FAR AS WE ARE INCLINED TO GIVE THAT NAME TO NATURAL PHENOMENA WHICH WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND. SUCH INSTANCES OF PSYCHO-PHYSICAL PARALLELISM AS THE STIGMATIZATIONS OF THE SAINTS—AND INDEED OF OTHER SUGGESTIBLE SUBJECTS HARDLY TO BE RANKED AS SAINTS—WILL OCCUR TO ANYONE. I HERE OFFER TO THE READER ANOTHER LESS DISCUSSED AND MORE EXTRAORDINARY EXAMPLE OF THE MODIFYING INFLUENCE OF THE SPIRIT ON THE SUPPOSED “LAWS” OF BODILY LIFE. WE KNOW, AS A HISTORICAL FACT, UNUSUALLY WELL ATTESTED BY CONTEMPORARY EVIDENCE AND QUITE OUTSIDE THE SPHERE OF HAGIOGRAPHIC ROMANCE, THAT BOTH ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA AND HER NAMESAKE ST. CATHERINE OF GENOA—ACTIVE WOMEN AS WELL AS ECSTATIC’S, THE FIRST A PHILANTHROPIST, REFORMER, AND POLITICIAN, THE SECOND AN ORIGINAL THEOLOGIAN AND FOR MANY YEARS THE HIGHLY EFFICIENT MATRON OF A LARGE HOSPITAL—LIVED, IN THE FIRST CASE FOR YEARS, IN THE SECOND FOR CONSTANTLY REPEATED PERIODS OF MANY WEEKS, WITHOUT OTHER FOOD THAN THE CONSECRATED HOST WHICH THEY RECEIVED AT HOLY COMMUNION. THEY DID THIS, NOT BY WAY OF DIFFICULT OBEDIENCE TO A PIOUS VOW, BUT BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT LIVE IN ANY OTHER WAY. WHILST FASTING, THEY WERE WELL AND ACTIVE, CAPABLE OF DEALING WITH THE INNUMERABLE RESPONSIBILITIES WHICH FILLED THEIR LIVES. BUT THE ATTEMPT TO EAT EVEN A FEW MOUTHFULS—AND THIS ATTEMPT WAS CONSTANTLY REPEATED, FOR, LIKE ALL TRUE SAINTS, THEY DETESTED ECCENTRICITY—AT ONCE MADE THEM ILL AND HAD TO BE ABANDONED AS USELESS. P. 60 IN SPITE OF THE RESEARCHES OF MURISIER, JANET, RIBOT, AND OTHER PSYCHOLOGISTS, AND THEIR PERSEVERING ATTEMPTS TO FIND A PATHOLOGICAL EXPLANATION WHICH WILL FIT ALL MYSTIC FACTS, THIS AND OTHER MARKED PHYSICAL PECULIARITIES WHICH ACCOMPANY THE MYSTICAL TEMPERAMENT BELONG AS YET TO THE UNSOLVED PROBLEMS OF HUMANITY. THEY NEED TO BE REMOVED BOTH FROM THE SPHERE OF MARVEL AND FROM THAT OF DISEASE—INTO WHICH ENTHUSIASTIC FRIENDS AND FOES FORCE THEM BY TURN—TO THE SPHERE OF PURE PSYCHOLOGY; AND THERE STUDIED DISPASSIONATELY WITH THE ATTENTION WHICH WE SO WILLINGLY BESTOW ON THE LESS INTERESTING ECCENTRICITIES OF DEGENERACY AND VICE. THEIR EXISTENCE NO MORE DISCREDITS THE SANITY OF MYSTICISM OR THE VALIDITY OF ITS RESULTS THAN THE UNSTABLE NERVOUS CONDITION USUALLY NOTICED IN ARTISTS—WHO SHARE TO SOME EXTENT THE MYSTIC’S APPREHENSION OF THE REAL—DISCREDITS ART. “IN SUCH CASES AS KANT AND BEETHOVEN,” SAYS VON HÜGEL JUSTLY, “A CLASSIFIER OF HUMANITY ACCORDING TO ITS PSYCHO-PHYSICAL PHENOMENA ALONE WOULD PUT THESE GREAT DISCOVERERS AND CREATORS, WITHOUT HESITATION, AMONGST HOPELESS AND USELESS HYPOCHONDRIACS.” IN THE CASE OF THE MYSTICS THE DISEASE OF HYSTERIA, WITH ITS ASTOUNDING VARIETY OF MENTAL SYMPTOMS, ITS STRANGE POWER OF DISINTEGRATING, REARRANGING AND ENHANCING THE ELEMENTS OF CONSCIOUSNESS, ITS TENDENCIES TO AUTOMATISM AND ECSTASY, HAS BEEN MOST OFTEN INVOKED TO PROVIDE AN EXPLANATION OF THE OBSERVED PHENOMENA. THIS IS AS IF ONE SOUGHT THE SOURCE OF THE GENIUS OF TAGLIONI IN THE SYMPTOMS OF ST. VITUS’S DANCE. BOTH THE ART AND THE DISEASE HAVE TO DO WITH BODILY MOVEMENTS. SO TOO BOTH MYSTICISM AND HYSTERIA HAVE TO DO WITH THE DOMINATION OF CONSCIOUSNESS BY ONE FIXED AND INTENSE IDEA OR INTUITION, WHICH RULES THE LIFE AND IS ABLE TO PRODUCE AMAZING PHYSICAL AND PSYCHICAL RESULTS. IN THE HYSTERIC PATIENT THIS IDEA IS OFTEN TRIVIAL OR MORBID BUT HAS BECOME—THANKS TO THE SELF’S UNSTABLE MENTAL CONDITION—AN OBSESSION. IN THE MYSTIC THE DOMINANT IDEA IS A GREAT ONE: SO GREAT IN FACT, THAT WHEN IT IS RECEIVED IN ITS COMPLETENESS BY THE HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS, ALMOST OF NECESSITY IT OUSTS ALL ELSE. IT IS NOTHING LESS THAN THE IDEA OR PERCEPTION OF THE TRANSCENDENT REALITY AND PRESENCE OF GOD. HENCE THE MONO-IDEISM OF THE MYSTIC IS RATIONAL, WHILST THAT OF THE HYSTERIC PATIENT IS INVARIABLY IRRATIONAL. ON THE WHOLE THEN, WHILST PSYCHO-PHYSICAL RELATIONS REMAIN SO LITTLE UNDERSTOOD, IT WOULD SEEM MORE PRUDENT, AND CERTAINLY MORE SCIENTIFIC, TO WITHHOLD OUR JUDGMENT ON THE MEANING OF THE PSYCHOPHYSICAL P. 61 PHENOMENA WHICH ACCOMPANY THE MYSTIC LIFE; INSTEAD OF BASING DESTRUCTIVE CRITICISM ON FACTS WHICH ARE AVOWEDLY MYSTERIOUS AND AT LEAST CAPABLE OF MORE THAN ONE INTERPRETATION. TO DEDUCE THE NATURE OF A COMPOUND FROM THE CHARACTER OF ITS BYPRODUCTS IS NOTORIOUSLY UNSAFE. OUR BODIES ARE ANIMAL THINGS, MADE FOR ANIMAL ACTIVITIES. WHEN A SPIRIT OF UNUSUAL ARDOUR INSISTS ON USING ITS NERVE-CELLS FOR OTHER ACTIVITIES, THEY KICK AGAINST THE PRICKS; AND INFLICT, AS THE MYSTICS THEMSELVES ACKNOWLEDGE, THE PENALTY OF “MYSTICAL ILL-HEALTH.” “BELIEVE ME, CHILDREN,” SAYS TAULER, “ONE WHO WOULD KNOW MUCH ABOUT THESE HIGH MATTERS WOULD OFTEN HAVE TO KEEP HIS BED, FOR HIS BODILY FRAME COULD NOT SUPPORT IT.”  “I CAUSE THEE EXTREME PAIN OF BODY,” SAYS THE VOICE OF LOVE TO MECHTHILD OF MAGDEBURG. “IF I GAVE MYSELF TO THEE AS OFTEN AS THOU WOULDST HAVE ME, I SHOULD DEPRIVE MYSELF OF THE SWEET SHELTER I HAVE OF THEE IN THIS WORLD, FOR A THOUSAND BODIES COULD NOT PROTECT A LOVING SOUL FROM HER DESIRE. THEREFORE, THE HIGHER THE LOVE THE GREATER THE PAIN.” ON THE OTHER HAND, THE EXALTED PERSONALITY OF THE MYSTIC—HIS SELF-DISCIPLINE, HIS HEROIC ACCEPTANCE OF LABOR AND SUFFERING, AND HIS INFLEXIBLE WILL—RAISES TO A HIGHER TERM THAT NORMAL POWER OF MIND OVER BODY WHICH ALL POSSESS. ALSO, THE CONTEMPLATIVE STATE—LIKE THE HYPNOTIC STATE IN A HEALTHY PERSON—SEEMS TO ENHANCE LIFE BY THROWING OPEN DEEPER LEVELS OF PERSONALITY. THE SELF THEN DRINKS AT A FOUNTAIN WHICH IS FED BY THE UNIVERSAL LIFE. TRUE ECSTASY IS NOTORIOUSLY LIFE-ENHANCING. IN IT A BRACING CONTACT WITH REALITY SEEMS TO TAKE PLACE, AND AS A RESULT THE SUBJECT IS HIMSELF MORE REAL. OFTEN, SAYS ST. TERESA, EVEN THE SICK COME FORTH FROM ECSTASY HEALTHY AND WITH NEW STRENGTH; FOR SOMETHING GREAT IS THEN GIVEN TO THE SOUL.  CONTACT HAS BEEN SET UP WITH LEVELS OF BEING WHICH THE DAILY ROUTINE OF EXISTENCE LEAVES UNTOUCHED. HENCE THE EXTRAORDINARY POWERS OF ENDURANCE, AND INDEPENDENCE OF EXTERNAL CONDITIONS, WHICH THE GREAT ECSTATIC’S SO OFTEN DISPLAY. IF WE SEE IN THE MYSTICS, AS SOME HAVE DONE, THE SPORADIC BEGINNING OF A POWER, A HIGHER CONSCIOUSNESS, TOWARDS WHICH THE RACE SLOWLY TENDS; THEN IT SEEMS LIKELY ENOUGH THAT WHERE IT APPEARS NERVES AND ORGANS SHOULD SUFFER UNDER A STRESS TO WHICH THEY HAVE NOT YET BECOME ADAPTED, AND THAT A SPIRIT MORE HIGHLY ORGANIZED THAN ITS BODILY HOME SHOULD BE ABLE TO IMPOSE STRANGE CONDITIONS ON THE FLESH. WHEN MAN FIRST STOOD UPRIGHT, A BODY LONG ACCUSTOMED TO GO ON ALL FOURS, LEGS WHICH HAD ADJUSTED THEMSELVES TO BEARING BUT HALF HIS WEIGHT, MUST HAVE REBELLED AGAINST THIS P. 62 UNNATURAL PROCEEDING; INFLICTING UPON ITS AUTHOR MUCH PAIN AND DISCOMFORT IF NOT ABSOLUTE ILLNESS. IT IS AT LEAST PERMISSIBLE TO LOOK UPON THE STRANGE “PSYCHO-PHYSICAL” STATE COMMON AMONGST THE MYSTICS AS JUST SUCH A REBELLION ON THE PART OF A NORMAL NERVOUS AND VASCULAR SYSTEM AGAINST THE EXIGENCIES OF A WAY OF LIFE TO WHICH IT HAS NOT YET ADJUSTED ITSELF. IN SPITE OF SUCH REBELLION, AND OF THE TORTURES TO WHICH IT HAS SUBJECTED THEM, THE MYSTICS, ODDLY ENOUGH, ARE A LONG-LIVED RACE: AN AWKWARD FACT FOR CRITICS OF THE PHYSIOLOGICAL SCHOOL. TO TAKE ONLY A FEW INSTANCES FROM AMONGST MARKED ECSTATIC’S, ST. HILDEGARDE LIVED TO BE EIGHTY-ONE, MECHTHILD OF MAGDEBURG TO EIGHTY-SEVEN, RUYSBROECK TO EIGHTY-EIGHT, SUSO TO SEVENTY, ST. TERESA TO SIXTY-SEVEN, ST. CATHERINE OF GENOA AND ST. PETER OF ALCANTARA TO SIXTY-THREE. IT SEEMS AS THOUGH THAT ENHANCED LIFE WHICH IS THE REWARD OF MYSTICAL SURRENDER ENABLED THEM TO TRIUMPH OVER THEIR BODILY DISABILITIES: AND TO LIVE AND DO THE WORK DEMANDED OF THEM UNDER CONDITIONS WHICH WOULD HAVE INCAPACITATED ORDINARY MEN. SUCH TRIUMPHS, WHICH TAKE HEROIC RANK IN THE HISTORY OF THE HUMAN MIND, HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED AS A RULE IN THE SAME WAY. LIKE ALL INTUITIVE PERSONS, ALL POSSESSORS OF GENIUS, ALL POTENTIAL ARTISTS—WITH WHOM IN FACT THEY ARE CLOSELY RELATED—THE MYSTICS HAVE, IN PSYCHOLOGICAL LANGUAGE, “THRESHOLDS OF EXCEPTIONAL MOBILITY.” THAT IS TO SAY, A SLIGHT EFFORT, A SLIGHT DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL CONDITIONS, WILL PERMIT THEIR LATENT OR “SUBLIMINAL” POWERS TO EMERGE AND OCCUPY THE MENTAL FIELD. A “MOBILE THRESHOLD” MAY MAKE A MAN A GENIUS, A LUNATIC, OR A SAINT. ALL DEPENDS UPON THE CHARACTER OF THE EMERGING POWERS. IN THE GREAT MYSTIC, THESE POWERS, THESE TRACTS OF PERSONALITY LYING BELOW THE LEVEL OF NORMAL CONSCIOUSNESS, ARE OF UNUSUAL RICHNESS; AND CANNOT BE ACCOUNTED FOR IN TERMS OF PATHOLOGY. “IF IT BE TRUE,” SAYS DELACROIX, “THAT THE GREAT MYSTICS HAVE NOT WHOLLY ESCAPED THOSE NERVOUS BLEMISHES WHICH MARK NEARLY ALL EXCEPTIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, THERE IS IN THEM A VITAL AND CREATIVE POWER, A CONSTRUCTIVE LOGIC, AN EXTENDED SCALE OF REALIZATION—IN A WORD, A GENIUS—WHICH IS, IN TRUTH, THEIR ESSENTIAL QUALITY...THE GREAT MYSTICS, CREATORS AND INVENTORS WHO HAVE FOUND A NEW FORM OF LIFE AND HAVE JUSTIFIED IT...JOIN, UPON THE HIGHEST SUMMITS OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT, THE GREAT SIMPLIFIERS OF THE WORLD.” THE TRUTH, THEN, SO FAR AS WE KNOW IT AT PRESENT, SEEMS TO BE P. 63 THAT THOSE POWERS WHICH ARE IN CONTACT WITH THE TRANSCENDENTAL ORDER, AND WHICH CONSTITUTE AT THE LOWEST ESTIMATE HALF THE SELF, ARE DORMANT IN ORDINARY MEN; WHOSE TIME AND INTEREST ARE WHOLLY OCCUPIED IN RESPONDING TO THE STIMULI OF THE WORLD OF SENSE. WITH THOSE LATENT POWERS SLEEPS THE LANDSCAPE WHICH THEY ALONE CAN APPREHEND. IN MYSTICS NONE OF THE SELF IS ALWAYS DORMANT. THEY HAVE ROUSED THE DWELLER IN THE INNERMOST FROM ITS SLUMBERS, AND ROUND IT, HAVE UNIFIED THEIR LIFE. HEART, REASON, WILL ARE THERE IN FULL ACTION, DRAWING THEIR INCENTIVE NOT FROM THE SHADOW-SHOW OF SENSE, BUT FROM THE DEEPS OF TRUE BEING; WHERE A LAMP IS LIT, AND A CONSCIOUSNESS AWAKE, OF WHICH THE SLEEPY CROWD REMAINS OBLIVIOUS. HE WHO SAYS THE MYSTIC IS BUT HALF A MAN, STATES THE EXACT OPPOSITE OF THE TRUTH. ONLY THE MYSTIC CAN BE CALLED A WHOLE MAN, SINCE IN OTHERS HALF THE POWERS OF THE SELF ALWAYS SLEEP. THIS WHOLENESS OF EXPERIENCE IS MUCH INSISTED ON BY THE MYSTICS. THUS THE DIVINE VOICE SAYS TO ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA, “I HAVE ALSO SHOWN THEE THE BRIDGE AND THE THREE GENERAL STEPS, PLACED THERE FOR THE THREE POWERS OF THE SOUL; AND I HAVE TOLD THEE HOW NO ONE CAN ATTAIN TO THE LIFE OF GRACE UNLESS HE HAS MOUNTED ALL THREE STEPS, THAT IS, GATHERED TOGETHER ALL THE THREE POWERS OF THE SOUL IN MY NAME.”  IN THOSE ABNORMAL TYPES OF PERSONALITY TO WHICH WE GIVE THE NAME OF GENIUS, WE SEEM TO DETECT A HINT OF THE RELATIONS WHICH MAY EXIST BETWEEN THESE DEEP LEVELS OF BEING AND THE CRUST OF CONSCIOUSNESS. IN THE POET, THE MUSICIAN, THE GREAT MATHEMATICIAN OR INVENTOR, POWERS LYING BELOW THE THRESHOLD, AND HARDLY CONTROLLABLE BY THEIR OWNER’S CONSCIOUS WILL, CLEARLY TAKE A MAJOR PART IN THE BUSINESS OF PERCEPTION AND CONCEPTION. IN ALL CREATIVE ACTS, THE LARGER SHARE OF THE WORK IS DONE SUBCONSCIOUSLY: ITS EMERGENCE IS IN A SENSE AUTOMATIC. THIS IS EQUALLY TRUE OF MYSTICS, ARTISTS, PHILOSOPHERS, DISCOVERERS, AND RULERS OF MEN. THE GREAT RELIGION, INVENTION, WORK OF ART, ALWAYS OWES ITS INCEPTION TO SOME SUDDEN UPRUSH OF INTUITIONS OR IDEAS FOR WHICH THE SUPERFICIAL SELF CANNOT ACCOUNT; ITS EXECUTION TO POWERS SO FAR BEYOND THE CONTROL OF THAT SELF, THAT THEY SEEM, AS THEIR OWNER SOMETIMES SAYS, TO “COME FROM BEYOND.” THIS IS “INSPIRATION”; THE OPENING OF THE SLUICES, SO THAT THOSE WATERS OF TRUTH IN WHICH ALL LIFE IS BATHED MAY RISE TO THE LEVEL OF CONSCIOUSNESS. THE GREAT TEACHER, POET, ARTIST, INVENTOR, NEVER AIMS DELIBERATELY AT HIS EFFECTS. HE OBTAINS THEM HE KNOWS NOT HOW: PERHAPS FROM A CONTACT OF WHICH HE IS UNCONSCIOUS WITH THAT CREATIVE PLANE OF BEING WHICH THE SUFIS CALL THE CONSTRUCTIVE SPIRIT, AND THE KABALISTS YESOD, AND WHICH BOTH POSTULATE AS LYING NEXT BEHIND THE WORLD OF SENSE. “SOMETIMES,” SAID THE GREAT ALEXANDRIAN JEW PHILO, P. 64 “WHEN I HAVE COME TO MY WORK EMPTY, I HAVE SUDDENLY BECOME FULL; IDEAS BEING IN AN INVISIBLE MANNER SHOWERED UPON ME, AND IMPLANTED IN ME FROM ON HIGH; SO THAT THROUGH THE INFLUENCE OF DIVINE INSPIRATION, I HAVE BECOME GREATLY EXCITED, AND HAVE KNOWN NEITHER THE PLACE IN WHICH I WAS, NOR THOSE WHO WERE PRESENT, NOR MYSELF, NOR WHAT I WAS SAYING, NOR WHAT I WAS WRITING; FOR THEN I HAVE BEEN CONSCIOUS OF A RICHNESS OF INTERPRETATION, AN ENJOYMENT OF LIGHT, A MOST PENETRATING INSIGHT, A MOST MANIFEST ENERGY IN ALL THAT WAS TO BE DONE; HAVING SUCH AN EFFECT ON MY MIND AS THE CLEAREST OCULAR DEMONSTRATION WOULD HAVE ON THE EYES.” THIS IS A TRUE CREATIVE ECSTASY, STRICTLY PARALLEL TO THE STATE IN WHICH THE MYSTIC PERFORMS HIS MIGHTY WORKS. TO LET ONESELF GO, BE QUIET, RECEPTIVE, APPEARS TO BE THE CONDITION UNDER WHICH SUCH CONTACT WITH THE COSMIC LIFE MAY BE OBTAINED. “I HAVE NOTICED THAT WHEN ONE PAINTS ONE SHOULD THINK OF NOTHING: EVERYTHING THEN COMES BETTER,” SAYS THE YOUNG RAPHAEL TO LEONARDO DA VINCI. THE SUPERFICIAL SELF MUST HERE ACKNOWLEDGE ITS OWN INSUFFICIENCY, MUST BECOME THE HUMBLE SERVANT OF A MORE PROFOUND AND VITAL CONSCIOUSNESS. THE MYSTICS ARE OF THE SAME OPINION. “LET THE WILL QUIETLY AND WISELY UNDERSTAND,” SAYS ST. TERESA, “THAT IT IS NOT BY DINT OF LABOR ON OUR PART THAT WE CAN CONVERSE TO ANY GOOD PURPOSE WITH GOD.” “THE BEST AND NOBLEST WAY IN WHICH THOU MAYST COME INTO THIS LIFE,” SAYS ECKHART, “IS BY KEEPING SILENCE AND LETTING GOD WORK AND SPEAK. WHERE ALL THE POWERS ARE WITHDRAWN FROM THEIR WORK AND IMAGES, THERE IS THIS WORD SPOKEN...THE MORE THOU CANST DRAW IN ALL THY POWERS AND FORGET THE CREATURE THE NEARER ART THOU TO THIS, AND THE MORE RECEPTIVE.” THUS BOEHME SAYS TO THE NEOPHYTE,  “WHEN BOTH THY INTELLECT AND WILL ARE QUIET AND PASSIVE TO THE EXPRESSIONS OF THE ETERNAL WORD AND SPIRIT, AND WHEN THY SOUL IS WINGED UP ABOVE THAT WHICH IS TEMPORAL, THE OUTWARD SENSES AND THE IMAGINATION BEING LOCKED UP BY HOLY ABSTRACTION, THEN THE ETERNAL HEARING, SEEING, AND SPEAKING WILL BE REVEALED IN THEE. BLESSED ART THOU THEREFORE IF THOU CANST STAND STILL FROM SELF THINKING AND SELF WILLING, AND CANST STOP THE WHEEL OF THY IMAGINATION AND SENSES.” THEN, THE CONSCIOUS MIND BEING PASSIVE, THE MORE DIVINE MIND BELOW THE THRESHOLD—ORGAN OF OUR FREE CREATIVE LIFE—CAN EMERGE AND PRESENT ITS REPORTS. IN THE WORDS OF AN OLDER MYSTIC, “THE SOUL, LEAVING ALL THINGS AND FORGETTING HERSELF, IS IMMERSED IN THE OCEAN P. 65 OF DIVINE SPLENDOR, AND ILLUMINATED BY THE SUBLIME ABYSS OF THE UNFATHOMABLE WISDOM.” THE “PASSIVITY” OF CONTEMPLATION, THEN, IS A NECESSARY PRELIMINARY OF SPIRITUAL ENERGY: AN ESSENTIAL CLEARING OF THE GROUND. IT WITHDRAWS THE TIDE OF CONSCIOUSNESS FROM THE SHORES OF SENSE, STOPS THE “WHEEL OF THE IMAGINATION.” “THE SOUL,” SAYS ECKHART AGAIN, “IS CREATED IN A PLACE BETWEEN TIME AND ETERNITY: WITH ITS HIGHEST POWERS IT TOUCHES ETERNITY, WITH ITS LOWER TIME.” THESE, THE WORLDS OF BEING AND BECOMING, ARE THE TWO “STAGES OF REALITY” WHICH MEET IN THE SPIRIT OF MAN. BY CUTTING US OFF FROM THE TEMPORAL PLANE, THE LOWER KIND OF REALITY, CONTEMPLATION GIVES THE ETERNAL PLANE, AND THE POWERS WHICH CAN COMMUNICATE WITH THAT PLANE, THEIR CHANCE. IN THE BORN MYSTIC THESE POWERS ARE GREAT, AND LIE VERY NEAR THE NORMAL THRESHOLD OF CONSCIOUSNESS. HE HAS A GENIUS FOR TRANSCENDENTAL—OR AS HE WOULD SAY, DIVINE—DISCOVERY IN MUCH THE SAME WAY AS HIS COUSINS, THE BORN MUSICIAN AND POET, HAVE A GENIUS FOR MUSICAL OR POETIC DISCOVERY. IN ALL THREE CASES, THE EMERGENCE OF THESE HIGHER POWERS IS MYSTERIOUS, AND NOT LEAST SO TO THOSE WHO EXPERIENCE IT. PSYCHOLOGY ON THE ONE HAND, THEOLOGY ON THE OTHER, MAY OFFER US DIAGRAMS AND THEORIES OF THIS PROCEEDING: OF THE STRANGE OSCILLATIONS OF THE DEVELOPING CONSCIOUSNESS, THE FITFUL VISITATIONS OF A LUCIDITY AND CREATIVE POWER OVER WHICH THE SELF HAS LITTLE OR NO CONTROL, THE RAPTURES AND GRIEFS OF A VISION BY TURNS GRANTED AND WITHDRAWN. BUT THE SECRET OF GENIUS STILL ELUDES US, AS THE SECRET OF LIFE ELUDES THE BIOLOGIST. THE UTMOST WE CAN SAY OF SUCH PERSONS IS, THAT REALITY PRESENTS ITSELF TO THEM UNDER ABNORMAL CONDITIONS AND IN ABNORMAL TERMS, AND THAT SUBJECT TO THESE CONDITIONS AND IN THESE TERMS, THEY ARE BOUND TO DEAL WITH IT. THANKS TO THEIR PECULIAR MENTAL MAKE UP, ONE ASPECT OF THE UNIVERSE IS FOR THEM FOCUS SO SHARPLY THAT IN COMPARISON WITH IT ALL OTHER IMAGES ARE BLURRED, VAGUE, AND UNREAL. HENCE THE SACRIFICE WHICH MEN OF GENIUS—MYSTICS, ARTISTS, INVENTORS—MAKE OF THEIR WHOLE LIVES TO THIS ONE OBJECT, THIS ONE VISION OF TRUTH, IS NOT SELF-DENIAL, BUT RATHER SELF-FULFILLMENT. THEY GATHER THEMSELVES UP FROM THE UNREAL, IN ORDER TO CONCENTRATE ON THE REAL. THE WHOLE PERSONALITY THEN ABSORBS OR ENTERS INTO COMMUNION WITH CERTAIN RHYTHMS OR HARMONIES EXISTENT IN THE UNIVERSE, WHICH THE RECEIVING APPARATUS OF OTHER SELVES CANNOT TAKE UP. “HERE IS THE FINGER OF GOD, A FLASH OF THE WILL THAT CAN!” EXCLAIMS ABT VOGLER, AS THE SOUNDS GROW UNDER HIS HAND. “THE NUMBERS P. 66, CAME!” SAYS THE POET. HE KNOWS NOT HOW, CERTAINLY NOT BY DELIBERATE INTELLECTION. SO, IT IS WITH THE MYSTIC. MADAME GUYON STATES IN HER AUTOBIOGRAPHY, THAT WHEN SHE WAS COMPOSING HER WORKS, SHE WOULD EXPERIENCE A SUDDEN AND IRRESISTIBLE INCLINATION TO TAKE UP HER PEN; THOUGH FEELING WHOLLY INCAPABLE OF LITERARY COMPOSITION, AND NOT EVEN KNOWING THE SUBJECT ON WHICH SHE WOULD BE IMPELLED TO WRITE. IF SHE RESISTED THIS IMPULSE IT WAS AT THE COST OF THE MOST INTENSE DISCOMFORT. SHE WOULD THEN BEGIN TO WRITE WITH EXTRAORDINARY SWIFTNESS; WORDS, ELABORATE ARGUMENTS, AND APPROPRIATE QUOTATIONS COMING TO HER WITHOUT REFLECTION, AND SO QUICKLY THAT ONE OF HER LONGEST BOOKS WAS WRITTEN IN ONE AND A HALF DAYS. “IN WRITING I SAW THAT I WAS WRITING OF THINGS WHICH I HAD NEVER SEEN: AND DURING THE TIME OF THIS MANIFESTATION, I WAS GIVEN LIGHT TO PERCEIVE THAT I HAD IN ME TREASURES OF KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING WHICH I DID NOT KNOW THAT I POSSESSED.” SIMILAR STATEMENTS ARE MADE OF ST. TERESA, WHO DECLARED THAT IN WRITING HER BOOKS SHE WAS POWERLESS TO SET DOWN ANYTHING BUT THAT WHICH HER MASTER PUT INTO HER MIND. SO, BLAKE SAID OF “MILTON” AND “JERUSALEM,” “I HAVE WRITTEN THE POEMS FROM IMMEDIATE DICTATION, TWELVE OR SOMETIMES TWENTY OR THIRTY LINES AT A TIME, WITHOUT PREMEDITATION AND EVEN AGAINST MY WILL. THE TIME IT HAS TAKEN IN WRITING WAS THUS RENDERED NON-EXISTENT, AND AN IMMENSE POEM EXISTS WHICH SEEMS TO BE THE LABOR OF A LONG LIFE, ALL PRODUCED WITHOUT LABOR OR STUDY.” THESE ARE, OF COURSE, EXTREME FORMS OF THAT STRANGE POWER OF AUTOMATIC COMPOSITION, IN WHICH WORDS AND CHARACTERS ARRIVE AND ARRANGE THEMSELVES IN DEFIANCE OF THEIR AUTHORS’ WILL, OF WHICH MOST POETS AND NOVELISTS POSSESS A TRACE. SUCH COMPOSITION IS PROBABLY RELATED TO THE AUTOMATIC WRITING OF “MEDIUMS” AND OTHER SENSITIVES; IN WHICH THE OFTEN DISORDERLY AND INCOHERENT SUBLIMINAL MIND SEIZES UPON THIS CHANNEL OF EXPRESSION. THE SUBLIMINAL MIND OF THE GREAT MYSTIC, HOWEVER, IS NOT DISORDERLY. IT IS ABNORMALLY SENSITIVE, RICHLY ENDOWED AND KEENLY OBSERVANT—A TREASURE HOUSE, NOT A LUMBER ROOM—AND BECOMES IN THE COURSE OF ITS EDUCATION, A HIGHLY DISCIPLINED AND SKILLED INSTRUMENT OF KNOWLEDGE. WHEN, THEREFORE, ITS CONTENTS EMERGE, AND ARE PRESENTED TO THE NORMAL CONSCIOUSNESS IN THE FORM OF LUCIDITY, “AUDITIONS,” VISIONS, AUTOMATIC WRITING, OR ANY OTHER TRANSLATIONS OF THE SUPERSENSIBLE P. 67 INTO THE TERMS OF SENSIBLE PERCEPTION, THEY CANNOT BE DISCREDITED BECAUSE THE WORTHLESS UNCONSCIOUS REGION OF FEEBLER NATURES SOMETIMES MANIFESTS ITSELF IN THE SAME WAY. IDIOTS ARE OFTEN VOLUBLE: BUT MANY ORATORS ARE SANE. 
NOW, TO SUM UP: WHAT ARE THE CHIEF CHARACTERISTICS WHICH WE HAVE FOUND TO CONCERN US IN THIS SKETCH-MAP OF THE MENTAL LIFE OF MAN?
(1) WE HAVE DIVIDED THAT LIFE, ARBITRARILY ENOUGH, ALONG THE FLUCTUATING LINE WHICH PSYCHOLOGISTS CALL THE “THRESHOLD OF HIS CONSCIOUSNESS” INTO THE SURFACE LIFE AND THE UNCONSCIOUS DEEPS.
(2) IN THE SURFACE LIFE, THOUGH WE RECOGNIZED ITS ESSENTIAL WHOLENESS, WE DISTINGUISHED THREE OUTSTANDING AND EVER-PRESENT ASPECTS: THE TRINITY IN UNITY OF FEELING, THOUGHT, AND WILL. AMONGST THESE WE WERE OBLIGED TO GIVE THE PRIMACY TO FEELING, AS THE POWER WHICH SET THE MACHINERY OF THOUGHT AND WILL TO WORK.
(3) WE HAVE SEEN THAT THE EXPRESSION OF THIS LIFE TAKES THE TWO COMPLEMENTARY FORMS OF CONATION, OR OUTGOING ACTION AND COGNITION, OR INDWELLING KNOWLEDGE; AND THAT THE FIRST, WHICH IS DYNAMIC IN TYPE, IS LARGELY THE WORK OF THE WILL STIMULATED BY THE EMOTIONS; WHILST THE SECOND, WHICH IS PASSIVE IN TYPE, IS THE BUSINESS OF THE INTELLECT. THEY ANSWER TO THE TWO MAIN ASPECTS WHICH MAN DISCERNS IN THE UNIVERSAL LIFE: BEING AND BECOMING.
(4) NEITHER CONATION NOR COGNITION—ACTION NOR THOUGHT—AS PERFORMED BY THIS SURFACE MIND, CONCERNED AS IT IS WITH NATURAL EXISTENCE AND DOMINATED BY SPATIAL CONCEPTIONS, IS ABLE TO SET UP ANY RELATIONS WITH THE ABSOLUTE OR TRANSCENDENTAL WORLD. SUCH ACTION AND THOUGHT DEAL WHOLLY WITH MATERIAL SUPPLIED DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY BY THE WORLD OF SENSE. THE TESTIMONY OF THE MYSTICS, HOWEVER, AND OF ALL PERSONS POSSESSING AN “INSTINCT FOR THE ABSOLUTE,” POINTS TO THE EXISTENCE OF A FURTHER FACULTY—INDEED, A DEEPER SELF—IN MAN; A SELF WHICH THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF DIURNAL LIFE USUALLY KEEP “BELOW THE THRESHOLD” OF HIS CONSCIOUSNESS, AND WHICH THUS BECOMES ONE OF THE FACTORS OF HIS “SUBLIMINAL LIFE.” THIS HIDDEN SELF IS THE PRIMARY AGENT OF MYSTICISM, AND LIVES A “SUBSTANTIAL” LIFE IN TOUCH WITH THE REAL OR TRANSCENDENTAL WORLD.   
(5) CERTAIN PROCESSES, OF WHICH CONTEMPLATION HAS BEEN TAKEN AS A TYPE, CAN SO ALTER THE STATE OF CONSCIOUSNESS AS TO PERMIT THE EMERGENCE OF THIS DEEPER SELF; WHICH, ACCORDING AS IT ENTERS MORE OR LESS INTO THE CONSCIOUS LIFE, MAKES MAN MORE OR LESS A MYSTIC. P. 68 
THE MYSTIC LIFE, THEREFORE, INVOLVES THE EMERGENCE FROM DEEP LEVELS OF MAN’S TRANSCENDENTAL SELF; ITS CAPTURE OF THE FIELD OF CONSCIOUSNESS; AND THE “CONVERSION” OR REARRANGEMENT OF HIS FEELING, THOUGHT, AND WILL—HIS CHARACTER—ABOUT THIS NEW CENTER OF LIFE. WE STATE, THEN, AS THE CONCLUSION OF THIS CHAPTER, THAT THE OBJECT OF THE MYSTIC’S ADVENTURE, SEEN FROM WITHIN, IS THE APPREHENSION OF, OR DIRECT COMMUNION WITH, THAT TRANSCENDENTAL REALITY WHICH WE TRIED IN THE LAST SECTION TO DEFINE FROM WITHOUT. HERE, AS IN THE FULFILMENT OF THE HIGHEST EARTHLY LOVE, KNOWLEDGE AND COMMUNION ARE THE SAME THING; WE MUST BE “ONED WITH BLISS” IF WE ARE TO BE AWARE OF IT. THAT ASPECT OF OUR BEING BY WHICH WE MAY ATTAIN THIS COMMUNION—THAT “MARROW OF THE SOUL,” AS RUYSBROECK CALLS IT—USUALLY LIES BELOW THE THRESHOLD OF OUR CONSCIOUSNESS; BUT IN CERTAIN NATURES OF ABNORMAL RICHNESS AND VITALITY, AND UNDER CERTAIN FAVORABLE CONDITIONS, IT MAY BE LIBERATED BY VARIOUS DEVICES, SUCH AS CONTEMPLATION. ONCE IT HAS EMERGED, HOWEVER, IT TAKES UP, TO HELP IT IN THE WORK, ASPECTS OF THE CONSCIOUS SELF. THE SURFACE MUST CO-OPERATE WITH THE DEEPS, AND AT LAST MERGE WITH THOSE DEEPS TO PRODUCE THAT UNIFICATION OF CONSCIOUSNESS UPON HIGH LEVELS WHICH ALONE CAN PUT A TERM TO MAN’S UNREST. THE HEART THAT LONGS FOR THE ALL, THE MIND THAT CONCEIVES IT, THE WILL THAT CONCENTRATES THE WHOLE SELF UPON IT, MUST ALL BE CALLED INTO PLAY. THE SELF MUST BE SURRENDERED: BUT IT MUST NOT BE ANNIHILATED, AS SOME QUIETISTS HAVE SUPPOSED. IT ONLY DIES THAT IT MAY LIVE AGAIN. SUPREME SUCCESS, THE PERMANENT ASSURANCE OF THE MYSTIC THAT “WE ARE MORE VERILY IN HEAVEN THAN IN EARTH,”—SAYS THE LADY JULIAN, IN A PASSAGE WHICH ANTICIPATES THE CLASSIFICATION OF MODERN PSYCHOLOGY, “COMETH OF THE NATURAL LOVE OF OUR SOUL, AND OF THE CLEAR LIGHT OF OUR REASON, AND OF THE STEADFAST MIND.” BUT WHAT IS THE ORDER OF PRECEDENCE WHICH THESE THREE ACTIVITIES ARE TO ASSUME IN THE WORK WHICH IS ONE? ALL, AS WE HAVE SEEN, MUST DO THEIR PART; FOR WE ARE CONCERNED WITH THE RESPONSE OF MAN IN HIS WHOLENESS TO THE OVERWHELMING ATTRACTION OF GOD. BUT WHICH SHALL PREDOMINATE? THE ULTIMATE NATURE OF THE SELF’S EXPERIENCE OF REALITY WILL DEPEND ON THE ANSWER SHE GIVES TO THIS QUESTION. WHAT, HERE, ARE THE RELATIVE VALUES OF MIND AND HEART? WHICH WILL BRING HER CLOSEST TO THE THOUGHT OF GOD; THE REAL LIFE IN WHICH SHE IS BATHED? WHICH, FOSTERED AND MADE DOMINANT, IS MOST LIKELY TO PUT HER IN HARMONY WITH THE ABSOLUTE? THE LOVE OF GOD, WHICH IS EVER IN THE HEART AND OFTEN ON THE LIPS OF THE SAINTS, IS THE PASSIONATE DESIRE FOR THIS HARMONY; THE “MALADY OF THOUGHT” IS ITS INTELLECTUAL EQUIVALENT. THOUGH WE MAY SEEM TO ESCAPE GOD, WE CANNOT ESCAPE SOME FORM OF THIS CRAVING; EXCEPT AT THE PRICE OF UTTER STAGNATION. P. 69 WE GO BACK, THEREFORE, TO THE STATEMENT WITH WHICH THIS CHAPTER OPENED: THAT OF THE TWO GOVERNING DESIRES WHICH SHARE THE PRISON OF THE SELF. WE SEE THEM NOW AS REPRESENTING THE CRAVINGS OF THE INTELLECT AND THE EMOTIONS FOR THE ONLY END OF ALL QUESTS. THE DISCIPLINED WILL—THE “CONATIVE POWER”—WITH ALL THE DORMANT FACULTIES WHICH IT CAN WAKE AND UTILIZE, CAN COME TO THE ASSISTANCE OF ONE OF THEM. WHICH? THE QUESTION IS A CRUCIAL ONE, FOR THE DESTINY OF THE SELF DEPENDS ON THE PARTNER WHICH THE WILL SELECTS.
IV. THE CHARACTERISTICS OF MYSTICISM
THE SPIRITUAL HISTORY OF MAN REVEALS TWO DISTINCT AND FUNDAMENTAL ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE UNSEEN; AND TWO METHODS WHEREBY HE HAS SOUGHT TO GET IN TOUCH WITH IT. FOR OUR PRESENT PURPOSE I WILL CALL THESE METHODS THE “WAY OF MAGIC” AND THE “WAY OF MYSTICISM.” HAVING SAID THIS, WE MUST AT ONCE ADD THAT ALTHOUGH IN THEIR EXTREME FORMS THESE METHODS ARE SHARPLY CONTRASTED, THEIR FRONTIERS ARE FAR FROM BEING CLEARLY DEFINED: THAT, STARTING FROM THE SAME POINT, THEY OFTEN CONFUSE THE INQUIRER BY USING THE SAME LANGUAGE, INSTRUMENTS, AND METHODS. HENCE, MUCH WHICH IS REALLY MAGIC IS LOOSELY AND POPULARLY DESCRIBED AS MYSTICISM. THEY REPRESENT AS A MATTER OF FACT THE OPPOSITE POLES OF THE SAME THING: THE TRANSCENDENTAL CONSCIOUSNESS OF HUMANITY. BETWEEN THEM LIE THE GREAT RELIGIONS, WHICH MIGHT BE DESCRIBED UNDER THIS METAPHOR AS REPRESENTING THE ORDINARILY HABITABLE REGIONS OF THAT CONSCIOUSNESS. THUS, AT ONE END OF THE SCALE, PURE MYSTICISM “SHADES OFF” INTO RELIGION—FROM SOME POINTS OF VIEW SEEMS TO GROW OUT OF IT. NO DEEPLY RELIGIOUS MAN IS WITHOUT A TOUCH OF MYSTICISM; AND NO MYSTIC CAN BE OTHER THAN RELIGIOUS, IN THE PSYCHOLOGICAL IF NOT IN THE THEOLOGICAL SENSE OF THE WORD. AT THE OTHER END OF THE SCALE, AS WE SHALL SEE LATER, RELIGION, NO LESS SURELY, SHADES OFF INTO MAGIC. THE FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO IS THIS: MAGIC WANTS TO GET, MYSTICISM WANTS TO GIVE—IMMORTAL AND ANTAGONISTIC ATTITUDES, WHICH TURN UP UNDER ONE DISGUISE OR ANOTHER IN P. 71 EVERY AGE OF THOUGHT. BOTH MAGIC AND MYSTICISM IN THEIR FULL DEVELOPMENT BRING THE WHOLE MENTAL MACHINERY, CONSCIOUS AND UNCONSCIOUS, TO BEAR ON THEIR UNDERTAKING: BOTH CLAIM THAT THEY GIVE THEIR INITIATES POWERS UNKNOWN TO ORDINARY MEN. BUT THE CENTER ROUND WHICH THAT MACHINERY IS GROUPED, THE REASONS OF THAT UNDERTAKING, AND THE ENDS TO WHICH THOSE POWERS ARE APPLIED DIFFER ENORMOUSLY. IN MYSTICISM THE WILL IS UNITED WITH THE EMOTIONS IN AN IMPASSIONED DESIRE TO TRANSCEND THE SENSE-WORLD, IN ORDER THAT THE SELF MAY BE JOINED BY LOVE TO THE ONE ETERNAL AND ULTIMATE OBJECT OF LOVE; WHOSE EXISTENCE IS INTUITIVELY PERCEIVED BY THAT WHICH WE USED TO CALL THE SOUL, BUT NOW FIND IT EASIER TO REFER TO AS THE “COSMIC” OR “TRANSCENDENTAL” SENSE. THIS IS THE POETIC AND RELIGIOUS TEMPERAMENT ACTING UPON THE PLANE OF REALITY. IN MAGIC, THE WILL UNITES WITH THE INTELLECT IN AN IMPASSIONED DESIRE FOR SUPERSENSIBLE KNOWLEDGE. THIS IS THE INTELLECTUAL, AGGRESSIVE, AND SCIENTIFIC TEMPERAMENT TRYING TO EXTEND ITS FIELD OF CONSCIOUSNESS, UNTIL IT INCLUDES THE SUPER-SENSUAL WORLD: OBVIOUSLY THE ANTITHESIS OF MYSTICISM, THOUGH OFTEN ADOPTING ITS TITLE AND STYLE. IT WILL BE OUR BUSINESS LATER TO CONSIDER IN MORE DETAIL THE CHARACTERISTICS AND SIGNIFICANCE OF MAGIC. NOW IT IS ENOUGH TO SAY THAT WE MAY CLASS BROADLY AS MAGICAL ALL FORMS OF SELF-SEEKING TRANSCENDENTALISM. IT MATTERS LITTLE WHETHER THE APPARATUS WHICH THEY USE BE THE INCANTATIONS OF THE OLD MAGICIANS, THE CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER FOR RAIN OF ORTHODOX CHURCHMEN, OR THE CONSCIOUSLY SELF-HYPNOTIZING DEVICES OF “NEW THOUGHT”: WHETHER THE END PROPOSED BE THE EVOCATION OF AN ANGEL, THE POWER OF TRANSCENDING CIRCUMSTANCE, OR THE HEALING OF DISEASE. THE OBJECT IS ALWAYS THE SAME: THE DELIBERATE EXALTATION OF THE WILL, TILL IT TRANSCENDS ITS USUAL LIMITATIONS AND OBTAINS FOR THE SELF OR GROUP OF SELVES SOMETHING WHICH IT OR THEY DID NOT PREVIOUSLY POSSESS. IT IS AN INDIVIDUALISTIC AND ACQUISITIVE SCIENCE: IN ALL ITS FORMS AN ACTIVITY OF THE INTELLECT, SEEKING REALITY FOR ITS OWN PURPOSES, OR FOR THOSE OF HUMANITY AT LARGE. MYSTICISM, WHOSE GREAT NAME IS TOO OFTEN GIVEN TO THESE SUPER-SENSUAL ACTIVITIES, HAS NOTHING IN COMMON WITH THIS. IT IS NON-INDIVIDUALISTIC. IT IMPLIES, INDEED, THE ABOLITION OF INDIVIDUALITY; OF THAT HARD SEPARATENESS, THAT “I, ME, MINE” WHICH MAKES OF MAN A FINITE ISOLATED THING. IT IS ESSENTIALLY A MOVEMENT OF THE HEART, SEEKING TO TRANSCEND THE LIMITATIONS OF THE INDIVIDUAL STANDPOINT AND TO SURRENDER ITSELF TO ULTIMATE REALITY; FOR NO PERSONAL GAIN, TO SATISFY NO TRANSCENDENTAL CURIOSITY, TO OBTAIN NO OTHER-WORLDLY JOYS, BUT PURELY FROM AN INSTINCT OF LOVE. BY THE WORD HEART, OF COURSE WE HERE MEAN NOT MERELY “THE SEAT OF THE AFFECTIONS,” “THE ORGAN OF TENDER EMOTION,” AND THE LIKE: BUT RATHER THE INMOST SANCTUARY OF PERSONAL BEING, THE DEEP ROOT OF P. 72 ITS LOVE AND WILL, THE VERY SOURCE OF ITS ENERGY AND LIFE. THE MYSTIC IS “IN LOVE WITH THE ABSOLUTE” NOT IN ANY IDLE OR SENTIMENTAL MANNER, BUT IN THAT VITAL SENSE WHICH PRESSES AT ALL COSTS AND THROUGH ALL DANGERS TOWARDS UNION WITH THE OBJECT BELOVED. HENCE, WHILST THE PRACTICE OF MAGIC—LIKE THE PRACTICE OF SCIENCE—DOES NOT NECESSARILY ENTAIL PASSIONATE EMOTION, THOUGH OF COURSE IT DOES AND MUST ENTAIL INTEREST OF SOME KIND, MYSTICISM, LIKE ART, CANNOT EXIST WITHOUT IT. WE MUST FEEL, AND FEEL ACUTELY, BEFORE WE WANT TO ACT ON THIS HARD AND HEROIC SCALE. WE SEE, THEN, THAT THESE TWO ACTIVITIES CORRESPOND TO THE TWO ETERNAL PASSIONS OF THE SELF, THE DESIRE OF LOVE AND THE DESIRE OF KNOWLEDGE: SEVERALLY REPRESENTING THE HUNGER OF HEART AND INTELLECT FOR ULTIMATE TRUTH. THE THIRD ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE SUPER-SENSUAL WORLD, THAT OF TRANSCENDENTAL PHILOSOPHY, HARDLY COMES WITHIN THE SCOPE OF THE PRESENT INQUIRY; SINCE IT IS PURELY ACADEMIC, WHILST BOTH MAGIC AND MYSTICISM ARE PRACTICAL AND EMPIRICAL. SUCH PHILOSOPHY IS OFTEN WRONGLY CALLED MYSTICISM, BECAUSE IT TRIES TO MAKE MAPS OF THE COUNTRIES WHICH THE MYSTIC EXPLORES. ITS PERFORMANCES ARE USEFUL, AS DIAGRAMS ARE USEFUL, SO LONG AS THEY DO NOT APE FINALITY; REMEMBERING THAT THE ONLY FINAL THING IS PERSONAL EXPERIENCE—THE PERSONAL AND COSTLY EXPLORATION OF THE EXALTED AND TRUTH-LOVING SOUL. WHAT THEN DO WE REALLY MEAN BY MYSTICISM? A WORD WHICH IS IMPARTIALLY APPLIED TO THE PERFORMANCES OF MEDIUMS AND THE ECSTASIES OF THE SAINTS, TO “MENTICULTURE” AND SORCERY, DREAMY POETRY AND MEDIAEVAL ART, TO PRAYER AND PALMISTRY, THE DOCTRINAL EXCESSES OF GNOSTICISM, AND THE TEPID SPECULATIONS OF THE CAMBRIDGE PLATONISTS—EVEN, ACCORDING TO WILLIAM JAMES, TO THE HIGHER BRANCHES OF INTOXICATION—SOON CEASES TO HAVE ANY USEFUL MEANING. ITS EMPLOYMENT MERELY CONFUSES THE INEXPERIENCED STUDENT, WHO ENDS WITH A VAGUE IDEA THAT EVERY KIND OF SUPER-SENSUAL THEORY AND PRACTICE IS SOMEHOW “MYSTICAL.” HENCE THE NEED OF FIXING, IF POSSIBLE, ITS TRUE CHARACTERISTICS: AND RESTATING THE FACT THAT MYSTICISM, IN ITS PURE FORM, IS THE SCIENCE OF ULTIMATE’S, THE SCIENCE OF UNION WITH THE ABSOLUTE, AND NOTHING ELSE, AND THAT THE MYSTIC IS THE PERSON WHO ATTAINS TO THIS UNION, NOT THE PERSON WHO TALKS ABOUT IT. NOT TO KNOW ABOUT BUT TO BE, IS THE MARK OF THE REAL INITIATE. THE DIFFICULTY LIES IN DETERMINING THE POINT AT WHICH SUPER-SENSUAL EXPERIENCE CEASES TO BE MERELY A PRACTICAL AND INTERESTING EXTENSION OF SENSUAL EXPERIENCE—AN ENLARGING, SO TO SPEAK, OF THE BOUNDARIES OF EXISTENCE—AND PASSES OVER INTO THAT BOUNDLESS LIFE WHERE SUBJECT AND OBJECT, DESIROUS AND DESIRED, ARE ONE. NO P. 73 SHARP LINE, BUT RATHER AN INFINITE SERIES OF GRADATIONS SEPARATE THE TWO STATES. HENCE, WE MUST LOOK CAREFULLY AT ALL THE PILGRIMS ON THE ROAD; DISCOVER, IF WE CAN, THE MOTIVE OF THEIR TRAVELS, THE MAPS WHICH THEY USE, THE LUGGAGE WHICH THEY TAKE, THE END WHICH THEY ATTAIN. NOW WE HAVE SAID THAT THE END WHICH THE MYSTIC SETS BEFORE HIM IS CONSCIOUS UNION WITH A LIVING ABSOLUTE. THAT DIVINE DARK, THAT ABYSS OF THE GODHEAD, OF WHICH HE SOMETIMES SPEAKS AS THE GOAL OF HIS QUEST, IS JUST THIS ABSOLUTE, THE UNCREATED LIGHT IN WHICH THE UNIVERSE IS BATHED, AND WHICH—TRANSCENDING, AS IT DOES, ALL HUMAN POWERS OF EXPRESSION—HE CAN ONLY DESCRIBE TO US AS DARK. BUT THERE IS—MUST BE—CONTACT “IN AN INTELLIGIBLE WHERE” BETWEEN EVERY INDIVIDUAL SELF AND THIS SUPREME SELF, THIS ULTIMATE. IN THE MYSTIC THIS UNION IS CONSCIOUS, PERSONAL, AND COMPLETE. “HE ENJOYS,” SAYS ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS, “A CERTAIN CONTACT OF THE SOUL WITH THE DIVINITY; AND IT IS GOD HIMSELF WHO IS THEN FELT AND TASTED.” MORE OR LESS ACCORDING TO HIS MEASURE, HE HAS TOUCHED—OR BETTER, BEEN TOUCHED BY—THE SUBSTANTIAL BEING OF DEITY, NOT MERELY ITS MANIFESTATION IN LIFE. THIS IT IS WHICH DISTINGUISHES HIM FROM THE BEST AND MOST BRILLIANT OF OTHER MEN, AND MAKES HIS SCIENCE, IN PATMORE’S WORDS, “THE SCIENCE OF SELF-EVIDENT REALITY.” GAZING WITH HIM INTO THAT UNSEARCHABLE GROUND WHENCE THE WORLD OF BECOMING COMES FORTH “ETERNALLY GENERATED IN AN ETERNAL NOW,” WE MAY SEE ONLY THE ICY DARKNESS OF PERPETUAL NEGATIONS: BUT HE, BEYOND THE COINCIDENCE OF OPPOSITES, LOOKS UPON THE FACE OF PERFECT LOVE. AS GENIUS IN ANY OF THE ARTS IS—HUMANLY SPEAKING—THE FINAL TERM OF A POWER OF WHICH EACH INDIVIDUAL POSSESSES THE RUDIMENTS, SO MYSTICISM MAY BE LOOKED UPON AS THE FINAL TERM, THE ACTIVE EXPRESSION, OF A POWER LATENT IN THE WHOLE RACE: THE POWER, THAT IS TO SAY, OF SO PERCEIVING TRANSCENDENT REALITY. FEW PEOPLE PASS THROUGH LIFE WITHOUT KNOWING WHAT IT IS TO BE AT LEAST TOUCHED BY THIS MYSTICAL FEELING. HE WHO FALLS IN LOVE WITH A WOMAN AND PERCEIVES—AS THE LOVER REALLY DOES PERCEIVE—THAT THE CATEGORICAL TERM “GIRL” VEILS A WONDROUS AND UNSPEAKABLE REALITY: HE WHO, FALLING IN LOVE WITH NATURE, SEES THE LANDSCAPE “TOUCHED WITH LIGHT DIVINE,”—A CHARMING PHRASE TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN IT, BUT A SCIENTIFIC STATEMENT TO THE REST—HE WHO FALLS IN LOVE WITH THE HOLY, OR AS WE SAY “UNDERGOES CONVERSION”: ALL THESE HAVE TRULY KNOWN FOR AN INSTANT SOMETHING OF THE SECRET OF THE WORLD. “...EVER AND ANON A TRUMPET, SOUNDS FROM THE HID BATTLEMENT OF ETERNITY, THOSE SHAKEN MISTS A SPACE, UNSETTLE THEN ROUND THE HALF-GLIMPSED TURRETS SLOWLY WASH AGAIN.” P. 74 AT SUCH MOMENTS “TRANSCENDENTAL FEELING, WELLING UP FROM ANOTHER ‘PART OF THE SOUL’ WHISPERS TO UNDERSTANDING AND SENSE THAT THEY ARE LEAVING OUT SOMETHING. WHAT? NOTHING LESS THAN THE SECRET PLAN OF THE UNIVERSE. AND WHAT IS THAT SECRET PLAN? THE OTHER ‘PART OF THE SOUL’ INDEED COMPREHENDS IT IN SILENCE AS IT IS, BUT CAN EXPLAIN IT TO THE UNDERSTANDING ONLY IN THE SYMBOLICAL LANGUAGE OF THE INTERPRETER, IMAGINATION—IN VISION.” HERE, IN THIS SPARK OR “PART OF THE SOUL” WHERE THE SPIRIT, AS RELIGION SAYS, “RESTS IN GOD WHO MADE IT,” IS THE FOUNTAIN ALIKE OF THE CREATIVE IMAGINATION AND THE MYSTIC LIFE. NOW AND AGAIN SOMETHING STINGS IT INTO CONSCIOUSNESS, AND MAN IS CAUGHT UP TO THE SPIRITUAL LEVEL, CATCHES A GLIMPSE OF THE “SECRET PLAN.” THEN HINTS OF A MARVELOUS TRUTH, A UNITY WHOSE NOTE IS INEFFABLE PEACE, SHINE IN CREATED THINGS; AWAKENING IN THE SELF A SENTIMENT OF LOVE, ADORATION, AND AWE. ITS LIFE IS ENHANCED, THE BARRIER OF PERSONALITY IS BROKEN, MAN ESCAPES THE SENSE-WORLD, ASCENDS TO THE APEX OF HIS SPIRIT, AND ENTERS FOR A BRIEF PERIOD INTO THE MORE EXTENDED LIFE OF THE ALL. THIS INTUITION OF THE REAL LYING AT THE ROOT OF THE VISIBLE WORLD AND SUSTAINING ITS LIFE, IS PRESENT IN A MODIFIED FORM IN THE ARTS: PERHAPS, IT WAS BETTER TO SAY, MUST BE PRESENT IF THESE ARTS ARE SO, JUSTIFY THEMSELVES AS HEIGHTENED FORMS OF EXPERIENCE. IT IS THIS WHICH GIVES TO THEM THAT PECULIAR VITALITY, THAT STRANGE POWER OF COMMUNICATING A POIGNANT EMOTION, HALF TORMENT AND HALF JOY, WHICH BAFFLE THEIR MORE RATIONAL INTERPRETERS. WE KNOW THAT THE PICTURE WHICH IS “LIKE A PHOTOGRAPH,” THE BUILDING WHICH IS AT ONCE HANDSOME AND COMMODIOUS, THE NOVEL WHICH IS A PERFECT TRANSCRIPT OF LIFE, FAIL TO SATISFY US. IT IS DIFFICULT TO SAY WHY THIS SHOULD BE SO, UNLESS IT WERE BECAUSE THESE THINGS HAVE NEGLECTED THEIR TRUE BUSINESS; WHICH WAS NOT TO REPRODUCE THE ILLUSIONS OF ORDINARY MEN BUT TO CATCH AND TRANSLATE FOR US SOMETHING OF THAT “SECRET PLAN,” THAT REALITY WHICH THE ARTISTIC CONSCIOUSNESS IS ABLE, IN A MEASURE, TO PERCEIVE. “PAINTING AS WELL AS MUSIC AND POETRY EXISTS AND EXULTS IN IMMORTAL THOUGHTS,” SAYS BLAKE. THAT “LIFE-ENHANCING POWER” WHICH HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED AS THE SUPREME QUALITY OF GOOD PAINTING, HAS ITS ORIGIN IN THIS CONTACT OF THE ARTISTIC MIND WITH THE ARCHETYPAL—OR, IF YOU LIKE, THE TRANSCENDENTAL—WORLD: THE UNDERLYING VERITY OF THINGS. A CRITIC, IN WHOM POETIC GENIUS HAS BROUGHT ABOUT THE UNUSUAL ALLIANCE OF INTUITION WITH SCHOLARSHIP, TESTIFIES TO THIS SAME TRUTH WHEN HE SAYS OF THE IDEALS WHICH GOVERNED EARLY CHINESE PAINTING, “IN THIS THEORY EVERY WORK OF ART IS THOUGHT OF AS AN INCARNATION P. 75 OF THE GENIUS OF RHYTHM, MANIFESTING THE LIVING SPIRIT OF THINGS WITH A CLEARER BEAUTY AND INTENSER POWER THAN THE GROSS IMPEDIMENTS OF COMPLEX MATTER ALLOW TO BE TRANSMITTED TO, OUR SENSES IN THE VISIBLE WORLD AROUND US. A PICTURE IS CONCEIVED AS A SORT OF APPARITION FROM A MORE REAL WORLD OF ESSENTIAL LIFE.” THAT “MORE REAL WORLD OF ESSENTIAL LIFE” IS THE WORLD IN WHICH THE “FREE SOUL” OF THE GREAT MYSTIC DWELLS; HOVERING LIKE THE SIX-WINGED SERAPH BEFORE THE FACE OF THE ABSOLUTE. THE ARTIST TOO MAY CROSS ITS BOUNDARIES IN HIS BRIEF MOMENTS OF CREATION: BUT HE CANNOT STAY. HE COMES BACK TO US, BEARING ITS TIDINGS, WITH DANTE’S CRY UPON HIS LIPS “...NON ERAN DA CIÒ LE PROPRIE PENNE SE NON CHE LA MIA MENTE FU PERCOSSA DA UN FULGORE, IN CHE SUA VOGLIA VENNE.” THE MYSTIC MAY SAY—IS INDEED BOUND TO SAY—WITH ST. BERNARD, “MY SECRET TO MYSELF.” TRY HOW HE WILL, HIS STAMMERING AND AWESTRUCK REPORTS CAN HARDLY BE UNDERSTOOD BUT BY THOSE WHO ARE ALREADY IN THE WAY. BUT THE ARTIST CANNOT ACT THUS. ON HIM HAS BEEN LAID THE DUTY OF EXPRESSING SOMETHING OF THAT WHICH HE PERCEIVES. HE IS BOUND TO TELL HIS LOVE. IN HIS WORSHIP OF PERFECT BEAUTY FAITH MUST BE BALANCED BY WORKS. BY MEANS OF VEILS AND SYMBOLS HE MUST INTERPRET HIS FREE VISION, HIS GLIMPSE OF THE BURNING BUSH, TO OTHER MEN. HE IS THE MEDIATOR BETWEEN HIS BRETHREN AND THE DIVINE, FOR ART IS THE LINK BETWEEN APPEARANCE AND REALITY. BUT WE DO NOT CALL EVERY ONE WHO HAS THESE PARTIAL AND ARTISTIC INTUITIONS OF REALITY A MYSTIC, ANY MORE THAN WE CALL EVERY ONE A MUSICIAN WHO HAS LEARNT TO PLAY THE PIANO. THE TRUE MYSTIC IS THE PERSON IN WHOM SUCH POWERS TRANSCEND THE MERELY ARTISTIC AND VISIONARY STAGE, AND ARE EXALTED TO THE POINT OF GENIUS: IN WHOM THE TRANSCENDENTAL CONSCIOUSNESS CAN DOMINATE THE NORMAL CONSCIOUSNESS, AND WHO HAS DEFINITELY SURRENDERED HIMSELF TO THE EMBRACE OF REALITY. AS ARTISTS STAND IN A PECULIAR RELATION TO THE PHENOMENAL WORLD, RECEIVING RHYTHMS AND DISCOVERING TRUTHS AND BEAUTIES WHICH ARE HIDDEN FROM OTHER MEN, SO THIS TRUE MYSTIC STANDS IN A PECULIAR RELATION TO THE TRANSCENDENTAL WORLD, THERE EXPERIENCING ACTUAL, BUT TO US UNIMAGINABLE TENSION AND DELIGHT. HIS CONSCIOUSNESS IS TRANSFIGURED IN A PARTICULAR WAY, HE LIVES AT P. 76 DIFFERENT LEVELS OF EXPERIENCE FROM OTHER PEOPLE: AND THIS OF COURSE MEANS THAT HE SEES A DIFFERENT WORLD, SINCE THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT IS THE PRODUCT OF CERTAIN SCRAPS OR ASPECTS OF REALITY ACTING UPON A NORMAL AND UN-TRANSFIGURED CONSCIOUSNESS. HENCE HIS MYSTICISM IS NO ISOLATED VISION, NO FUGITIVE GLIMPSE OF REALITY, BUT A COMPLETE SYSTEM OF LIFE CARRYING ITS OWN GUARANTEES AND OBLIGATIONS. AS OTHER MEN ARE IMMERSED IN AND REACT TO NATURAL OR INTELLECTUAL LIFE, SO THE MYSTIC IS IMMERSED IN AND REACTS TO SPIRITUAL LIFE. HE MOVES TOWARDS THAT UTTER IDENTIFICATION WITH ITS INTERESTS WHICH HE CALLS “UNION WITH GOD.” HE HAS BEEN CALLED A LONELY SOUL. HE MIGHT MORE PROPERLY BE DESCRIBED AS A LONELY BODY: FOR HIS SOUL, PECULIARLY RESPONSIVE, SENDS OUT AND RECEIVES COMMUNICATIONS UPON EVERY SIDE. THE EARTHLY ARTIST, BECAUSE PERCEPTION BRINGS WITH IT THE IMPERATIVE LONGING FOR EXPRESSION, TRIES TO GIVE US IN COLOR, SOUND OR WORDS A HINT OF HIS ECSTASY, HIS GLIMPSE OF TRUTH. ONLY THOSE WHO HAVE TRIED, KNOW HOW SMALL A FRACTION OF HIS VISION HE CAN, UNDER THE MOST FAVORABLE CIRCUMSTANCE, CONTRIVE TO REPRESENT. THE MYSTIC, TOO, TRIES VERY HARD TO TELL AN UNWILLING WORLD HIS SECRET. BUT IN HIS CASE, THE DIFFICULTIES ARE ENORMOUSLY INCREASED. FIRST, THERE IS THE HUGE DISPARITY BETWEEN HIS UNSPEAKABLE EXPERIENCE AND THE LANGUAGE WHICH WILL MOST NEARLY SUGGEST IT. NEXT, THERE IS THE GREAT GULF FIXED BETWEEN HIS MIND AND THE MIND OF THE WORLD. HIS AUDIENCE MUST BE BEWITCHED AS WELL AS ADDRESSED, CAUGHT UP TO SOMETHING OF HIS STATE, BEFORE THEY CAN BE MADE TO UNDERSTAND. WERE HE A MUSICIAN, IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE MYSTIC COULD GIVE HIS MESSAGE TO OTHER MUSICIANS IN THE TERMS OF THAT ART, FAR MORE ACCURATELY THAN LANGUAGE WILL ALLOW HIM TO DO: FOR WE MUST REMEMBER THAT THERE IS NO EXCUSE BUT THAT OF CONVENIENCE FOR THE PRE-EMINENCE AMONGST MODES OF EXPRESSION WHICH WE ACCORD TO WORDS. THESE CORRESPOND SO WELL TO THE PHYSICAL PLANE AND ITS ADVENTURES, THAT WE FORGET THAT THEY HAVE BUT THE FAINTEST OF RELATIONS WITH TRANSCENDENTAL THINGS. EVEN THE ARTIST, BEFORE HE CAN MAKE USE OF THEM, IS BOUND TO RE-ARRANGE THEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAWS OF RHYTHM: OBEYING UNCONSCIOUSLY THE RULE BY WHICH ALL ARTS “TEND TO APPROACH THE CONDITION OF MUSIC.” SO TOO THE MYSTIC. MYSTICISM, THE MOST ROMANTIC OF ADVENTURES, FROM ONE POINT OF VIEW THE ART OF ARTS, THEIR SOURCE AND ALSO THEIR END, FINDS NATURALLY ENOUGH ITS CLOSEST CORRESPONDENCES IN THE MOST PURELY ARTISTIC AND MOST DEEPLY SIGNIFICANT OF ALL FORMS OF EXPRESSION. THE MYSTERY OF MUSIC IS SELDOM REALIZED BY THOSE WHO SO EASILY ACCEPT ITS GIFTS. YET OF ALL THE ARTS MUSIC ALONE SHARES WITH GREAT MYSTICAL LITERATURE THE POWER OF WAKING IN US A RESPONSE TO THE LIFE-MOVEMENT OF THE UNIVERSE: BRINGS US—WE KNOW NOT HOW—NEWS OF ITS EXULTANT PASSIONS AND ITS INCOMPARABLE PEACE. P. 77 BEETHOVEN HEARD THE VERY VOICE OF REALITY, AND LITTLE OF IT ESCAPED WHEN HE TRANSLATED IT FOR OUR EARS. THE MEDIAEVAL MIND, MORE NATURALLY MYSTICAL THAN OURS, AND THEREFORE MORE SHARPLY AWARE OF THE PART WHICH RHYTHMIC HARMONY PLAYS IN THE WORLDS OF NATURE AND OF GRACE, GAVE TO MUSIC A COSMIC IMPORTANCE, DISCERNING ITS OPERATION IN MANY PHENOMENA WHICH WE NOW ATTRIBUTE TO THAT DISMAL FIGMENT, LAW. “THERE ARE THREE KINDS OF MUSIC,” SAYS HUGH OF ST. VICTOR, “THE MUSIC OF THE WORLDS, THE MUSIC OF HUMANITY, THE MUSIC OF INSTRUMENTS. OF THE MUSIC OF THE WORLDS, ONE IS OF THE ELEMENTS, ANOTHER OF THE PLANETS, ANOTHER OF TIME. OF THAT WHICH IS OF THE ELEMENTS, ONE IS OF NUMBER, ANOTHER OF WEIGHTS, ANOTHER OF MEASURE. OF THAT WHICH IS OF THE PLANETS, ONE IS OF PLACE, ANOTHER OF MOTION, ANOTHER OF NATURE. OF THAT WHICH IS OF TIME, ONE IS OF THE DAYS AND THE VICISSITUDES OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS; ANOTHER OF THE MONTHS AND THE WAXING AND WANING OF THE MOON; ANOTHER OF THE YEARS AND THE CHANGES OF SPRING, SUMMER, AUTUMN AND WINTER. OF THE MUSIC OF HUMANITY, ONE IS OF THE BODY, ANOTHER OF THE SOUL, ANOTHER IN THE CONNEXION THAT IS BETWEEN THEM.” THUS, THE LIFE OF THE VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE UNIVERSE CONSISTS IN A SUPERNAL FUGUE. ONE CONTEMPLATIVE AT LEAST, RICHARD ROLLE OF HAMPOLE, “THE FATHER OF ENGLISH MYSTICISM,” WAS ACUTELY AWARE OF THIS MUSIC OF THE SOUL, DISCERNING IN IT A CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE MEASURED HARMONIES OF THE SPIRITUAL UNIVERSE. IN THOSE ENRAPTURED DESCRIPTIONS OF HIS INWARD EXPERIENCE WHICH ARE AMONG THE JEWELS OF MYSTICAL LITERATURE, NOTHING IS MORE REMARKABLE THAN HIS CONSTANT AND DELIBERATE EMPLOYMENT OF MUSICAL IMAGERY. THIS ALONE, IT SEEMS, COULD CATCH AND TRANSLATE FOR HIM THE CHARACTER OF HIS EXPERIENCE OF REALITY. THE CONDITION OF JOYOUS AND AWAKENED LOVE TO WHICH THE MYSTIC PASSES WHEN HIS PURIFICATION IS AT AN END IS TO HIM, ABOVE ALL ELSE, THE STATE OF SONG. HE DOES NOT “SEE” THE SPIRITUAL WORLD: HE “HEARS” IT. FOR HIM, AS FOR ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI, IT IS A “HEAVENLY MELODY, INTOLERABLY SWEET.” “SONG I CALL,” HE SAYS, “WHEN IN A PLENTEOUS SOUL THE SWEETNESS OF ETERNAL LOVE WITH BURNING IS TAKEN, AND THOUGHT INTO SONG IS TURNED, AND THE MIND INTO FULL SWEET SOUND IS CHANGED.” HE WHO P. 78 EXPERIENCES THIS JOYOUS EXALTATION “SAYS NOT HIS PRAYERS LIKE OTHER RIGHTEOUS MEN” BUT “IS TAKEN INTO MARVELOUS MIRTH: AND, GOODLY SOUND BEING DESCENDED INTO HIM, AS IT WERE WITH NOTES HIS PRAYERS HE SINGS.” SO, GERTRUDE MORE— “O LET ME SIT ALONE, SILENT TO ALL THE WORLD AND IT TO ME, THAT I MAY LEARN THE SONG OF LOVE.”  ROLLE’S OWN EXPERIENCE OF MYSTIC JOY SEEMS ACTUALLY TO HAVE COME TO HIM IN THIS FORM: THE PERCEPTIONS OF HIS EXALTED CONSCIOUSNESS PRESENTING THEMSELVES TO HIS UNDERSTANDING UNDER MUSICAL CONDITIONS, AS OTHER MYSTICS HAVE RECEIVED THEM IN THE FORM OF PICTURES OR WORDS. I GIVE IN HIS OWN WORDS THE CLASSIC DESCRIPTION OF HIS PASSAGE FROM THE FIRST STATE OF “BURNING LOVE” TO THE SECOND STATE OF “SONGFUL LOVE”—FROM CALOR TO CANOR— WHEN “INTO SONG OF JOY MEDITATION IS TURNED.” “IN THE NIGHT, BEFORE SUPPER, AS I MY PSALMS SUNG, AS IT WERE THE SOUND OF READERS OR RATHER SINGERS ABOUT ME, I BEHELD. WHILST, ALSO PRAYING, TO HEAVEN WITH ALL DESIRE I TOOK HEED, SUDDENLY, IN WHAT MANNER I WOT NOT, IN ME THE SOUND OF SONG I FELT; AND LIKELIEST HEAVENLY MELODY I TOOK, WITH ME DWELLING IN MIND. FORSOOTH MY THOUGHT CONTINUALLY TO MIRTH OF SONG WAS CHANGED, AND MY MEDITATION TO PRAISE TURNED; AND MY PRAYERS AND PSALM-SAYING, IN SOUND I SHOWED.” THE SONG, HOWEVER, IS A MYSTIC MELODY HAVING LITTLE IN COMMON WITH ITS CLUMSY IMAGE, EARTHLY MUSIC. BODILY SONG “LETS IT”; AND “NOISE OF JANGLERS MAKES IT TURN AGAIN TO THOUGHT,” “FOR SWEET GHOSTLY SONG ACCORDS NOT WITH OUTWARD SONG, THE WHICH IN CHURCHES AND ELSEWHERE IS USED. IT DISCORDS MUCH: FOR ALL THAT IS MAN’S VOICE IS FORMED WITH BODILY EARS TO BE HEARD; BUT AMONG ANGELS’ TUNES IT HAS AN ACCEPTABLE MELODY, AND WITH MARVEL IT IS COMMENDED OF THEM THAT HAVE KNOWN IT.” TO OTHERS IT IS INCOMMUNICABLE. “WORLDLY LOVERS SOOTHLY WORDS OR DITTIES OF OUR SONG MAY KNOW, FOR THE WORDS THEY READ: BUT THE TONE AND SWEETNESS OF THAT SONG THEY MAY NOT LEARN.” SUCH SYMBOLISM AS THIS—A LIVING SYMBOLISM OF EXPERIENCE AND ACTION, AS WELL AS OF STATEMENT—SEEMS ALMOST ESSENTIAL TO MYSTICAL EXPRESSION. THE MIND MUST EMPLOY SOME DEVICE OF THE KIND IF ITS TRANSCENDENTAL PERCEPTIONS—WHOLLY UNRELATED AS THEY ARE TO THE PHENOMENA WITH WHICH INTELLECT IS ABLE TO DEAL—ARE EVER TO BE GRASPED BY THE SURFACE CONSCIOUSNESS. SOMETIMES THE SYMBOL AND THE PERCEPTION WHICH IT REPRESENTS BECOME FUSED IN THAT CONSCIOUSNESS; AND THE MYSTIC’S EXPERIENCE THEN PRESENTS ITSELF TO P. 79 HIM AS “VISIONS” OR “VOICES” WHICH WE MUST LOOK UPON AS THE GARMENT HE HAS HIMSELF PROVIDED TO VEIL THAT REALITY UPON WHICH NO MAN MAY LOOK AND LIVE. THE NATURE OF THIS GARMENT WILL BE LARGELY CONDITIONED BY HIS TEMPERAMENT—AS IN ROLLE’S EVIDENT BIAS TOWARDS MUSIC, ST. CATHERINE OF GENOA’S LEANING TOWARDS THE ABSTRACT CONCEPTIONS OF FIRE AND LIGHT—AND ALSO BY HIS THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION AND ENVIRONMENT. CASES IN POINT ARE THE HIGHLY DOGMATIC VISIONS AND AUDITIONS OF ST. GERTRUDE, SUSO, ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA, THE BLESSED ANGELA OF FOLIGNO; ABOVE ALL OF ST. TERESA, WHOSE MARVELOUS SELF-ANALYSES PROVIDE THE CLASSIC ACCOUNT OF THESE ATTEMPTS OF THE MIND TO TRANSLATE TRANSCENDENTAL INTUITIONS INTO CONCEPTS WITH WHICH IT CAN DEAL. THE GREATEST MYSTICS, HOWEVER—RUYSBROECK, ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS, AND ST. TERESA HERSELF IN HER LATER STAGES—DISTINGUISH CLEARLY BETWEEN THE INEFFABLE REALITY WHICH THEY PERCEIVE AND THE IMAGE UNDER WHICH THEY DESCRIBE IT. AGAIN, AND AGAIN THEY TELL US WITH DIONYSIUS AND ECKHART, THAT THE OBJECT OF THEIR CONTEMPLATION “HATH NO IMAGE”: OR WITH ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS THAT “THE SOUL CAN NEVER ATTAIN TO THE HEIGHT OF THE DIVINE UNION, SO FAR AS IT IS POSSIBLE IN THIS LIFE, THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF ANY FORMS OR FIGURES.” THEREFORE, THE ATTEMPT WHICH HAS SOMETIMES BEEN MADE TO IDENTIFY MYSTICISM WITH SUCH FORMS AND FIGURES—WITH VISIONS, VOICES, “SUPERNATURAL FAVORS” AND OTHER ABNORMAL PHENOMENA—IS CLEARLY WRONG. “THE HIGHEST AND MOST DIVINE THINGS WHICH IT IS GIVEN US TO SEE AND TO KNOW,” SAYS DIONYSIUS THE AREOPAGITE PLAINLY, “ARE BUT THE SYMBOLIC LANGUAGE OF THINGS SUBORDINATE TO HIM WHO HIMSELF TRANSCENDS THEM ALL: THROUGH WHICH THINGS HIS INCOMPREHENSIBLE PRESENCE IS SHOWN, WALKING ON THOSE HEIGHTS OF HIS HOLY PLACES WHICH ARE PERCEIVED BY THE MIND.   
THE MYSTIC, AS A RULE, CANNOT WHOLLY DO WITHOUT SYMBOL AND IMAGE, INADEQUATE TO HIS VISION THOUGH THEY MUST ALWAYS BE: FOR HIS EXPERIENCE MUST BE EXPRESSED IF IT IS TO BE COMMUNICATED, AND ITS ACTUALITY IS INEXPRESSIBLE EXCEPT IN SOME SIDE-LONG WAY, SOME HINT OR PARALLEL WHICH WILL STIMULATE THE DORMANT INTUITION OF THE READER, AND CONVEY, AS ALL POETIC LANGUAGE DOES, SOMETHING BEYOND ITS SURFACE SENSE. HENCE THE LARGE PART WHICH IS PLAYED IN ALL MYSTICAL WRITINGS BY SYMBOLISM AND IMAGERY; AND ALSO, BY THAT RHYTHMIC AND EXALTED LANGUAGE WHICH INDUCES IN SENSITIVE PERSONS SOMETHING OF THE LANGUID ECSTASY OF DREAM. THE CLOSE CONNECTION BETWEEN RHYTHM AND HEIGHTENED STATES OF CONSCIOUSNESS IS AS YET LITTLE UNDERSTOOD. ITS FURTHER INVESTIGATION WILL PROBABLY THROW MUCH LIGHT ON ONTOLOGICAL AS WELL AS PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS. P. 80 MYSTICAL, NO LESS THAN MUSICAL AND POETIC PERCEPTION, TENDS NATURALLY—WE KNOW NOT WHY—TO PRESENT ITSELF IN RHYTHMICAL PERIODS: A FEATURE WHICH IS ALSO STRONGLY MARKED IN WRITINGS OBTAINED IN THE AUTOMATIC STATE. SO CONSTANT IS THIS LAW IN SOME SUBJECTS THAT BARON VON HÜGEL ADOPTED THE PRESENCE OR ABSENCE OF RHYTHM AS A TEST WHEREBY TO DISTINGUISH THE GENUINE UTTERANCES OF ST. CATHERINE OF GENOA FROM THOSE WRONGLY ATTRIBUTED TO HER BY SUCCESSIVE EDITORS OF HER LEGEND. ALL KINDS OF SYMBOLIC LANGUAGE COME NATURALLY TO THE ARTICULATE MYSTIC, WHO IS OFTEN A LITERARY ARTIST AS WELL: SO NATURALLY, THAT HE SOMETIMES FORGETS TO EXPLAIN THAT HIS UTTERANCE IS BUT SYMBOLIC—A DESPERATE ATTEMPT TO TRANSLATE THE TRUTH OF THAT WORLD INTO THE BEAUTY OF THIS. IT IS HERE THAT MYSTICISM JOINS HANDS WITH MUSIC AND POETRY: HAD THIS FACT ALWAYS BEEN RECOGNIZED BY ITS CRITICS, THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN SAVED FROM MANY REGRETTABLE AND SOME LUDICROUS MISCONCEPTIONS. SYMBOL—THE CLOTHING WHICH THE SPIRITUAL BORROWS FROM THE MATERIAL PLANE—IS A FORM OF ARTISTIC EXPRESSION. THAT IS TO SAY, IT IS NOT LITERAL BUT SUGGESTIVE: THOUGH THE ARTIST WHO USES IT MAY SOMETIMES LOSE SIGHT OF THIS DISTINCTION. HENCE THE PERSONS WHO IMAGINE THAT THE “SPIRITUAL MARRIAGE” OF ST. CATHERINE OR ST. TERESA VEILS A PERVERTED SEXUALITY, THAT THE VISION OF THE SACRED HEART INVOLVED AN INCREDIBLE ANATOMICAL EXPERIENCE, OR THAT THE DIVINE INEBRIATION OF THE SUFIS IS THE APOTHEOSIS OF DRUNKENNESS, DO BUT ADVERTISE THEIR IGNORANCE OF THE MECHANISM OF THE ARTS: LIKE THE LADY WHO THOUGHT THAT BLAKE MUST BE MAD BECAUSE HE SAID THAT HE HAD TOUCHED THE SKY WITH HIS FINGER. FURTHER, THE STUDY OF THE MYSTICS, THE KEEPING COMPANY HOWEVER HUMBLY WITH THEIR MINDS, BRINGS WITH IT AS MUSIC OR POETRY DOES—BUT IN A FAR GREATER DEGREE—A STRANGE EXHILARATION, AS IF WE WERE BROUGHT NEAR TO SOME MIGHTY SOURCE OF BEING, WERE AT LAST ON THE VERGE OF THE SECRET WHICH ALL SEEK. THE SYMBOLS DISPLAYED, THE ACTUAL WORDS EMPLOYED, WHEN WE ANALYZE THEM, ARE NOT ENOUGH TO ACCOUNT FOR SUCH EFFECT. IT IS RATHER THAT THESE MESSAGES FROM THE WAKING TRANSCENDENTAL SELF OF ANOTHER, STIR OUR OWN DEEPER SELVES IN THEIR SLEEP. IT, WERE, HARDLY AN EXTRAVAGANCE TO SAY, THAT THOSE WRITINGS WHICH ARE THE OUTCOME OF TRUE AND FIRST-HAND MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE MAY BE KNOWN BY THIS POWER OF IMPARTING TO THE READER THE SENSE OF EXALTED AND EXTENDED LIFE. “ALL MYSTICS,” SAYS SAINT-MARTIN, “SPEAK THE SAME LANGUAGE, FOR THEY COME FROM THE SAME COUNTRY.” THE DEEP UNDYING LIFE WITHIN US CAME FROM THAT COUNTRY TOO: AND IT RECOGNIZES THE ACCENTS OF HOME, THOUGH IT CANNOT ALWAYS UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY WOULD SAY. NOW, RETURNING TO OUR ORIGINAL UNDERTAKING, THAT OF DEFINING P. 81 IF WE CAN THE CHARACTERISTICS OF TRUE MYSTICISM, I THINK THAT WE HAVE ALREADY REACHED A POINT AT WHICH WILLIAM JAMES’S CELEBRATED “FOUR MARKS” OF THE MYSTIC STATE, INEFFABILITY, NOETIC QUALITY, TRANSIENCY, AND PASSIVITY, WILL FAIL TO SATISFY US. IN THEIR PLACE I PROPOSE TO SET OUT, ILLUSTRATE AND, I HOPE, JUSTIFY FOUR OTHER RULES OR NOTES WHICH MAY BE APPLIED AS TESTS TO ANY GIVEN CASE WHICH CLAIMS TO TAKE RANK AMONGST THE MYSTICS.
1. TRUE MYSTICISM IS ACTIVE AND PRACTICAL, NOT PASSIVE AND THEORETICAL. IT IS AN ORGANIC LIFE-PROCESS, A SOMETHING WHICH THE WHOLE SELF DOES; NOT SOMETHING AS TO WHICH ITS INTELLECT HOLDS AN OPINION.
2. ITS AIMS ARE WHOLLY TRANSCENDENTAL AND SPIRITUAL. IT IS IN NO WAY CONCERNED WITH ADDING TO, EXPLORING, RE-ARRANGING, OR IMPROVING ANYTHING IN THE VISIBLE UNIVERSE. THE MYSTIC BRUSHES ASIDE THAT UNIVERSE, EVEN IN ITS SUPERNORMAL MANIFESTATIONS. THOUGH HE DOES NOT, AS HIS ENEMIES DECLARE, NEGLECT HIS DUTY TO THE MANY, HIS HEART IS ALWAYS SET UPON THE CHANGELESS ONE.
3. THIS ONE IS FOR THE MYSTIC, NOT MERELY THE REALITY OF ALL THAT IS, BUT ALSO A LIVING AND PERSONAL OBJECT OF LOVE; NEVER AN OBJECT OF EXPLORATION. IT DRAWS HIS WHOLE BEING HOMEWARD, BUT ALWAYS UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF THE HEART.
4. LIVING UNION WITH THIS ONE—WHICH IS THE TERM OF HIS ADVENTURE—IS A DEFINITE STATE OR FORM OF ENHANCED LIFE. IT IS OBTAINED NEITHER FROM AN INTELLECTUAL REALIZATION OF ITS DELIGHTS, NOR FROM THE MOST ACUTE EMOTIONAL LONGINGS. THOUGH THESE MUST BE PRESENT THEY ARE NOT ENOUGH. IT IS ARRIVED AT BY AN ARDUOUS PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SPIRITUAL PROCESS—THE SO-CALLED MYSTIC WAY—ENTAILING THE COMPLETE REMAKING OF CHARACTER AND THE LIBERATION OF A NEW, OR RATHER LATENT, FORM OF CONSCIOUSNESS; WHICH IMPOSES ON THE SELF THE CONDITION WHICH IS SOMETIMES INACCURATELY CALLED “ECSTASY,” BUT IS BETTER NAMED THE UNITIVE STATE.
MYSTICISM, THEN, IS NOT AN OPINION: IT IS NOT A PHILOSOPHY. IT HAS NOTHING IN COMMON WITH THE PURSUIT OF OCCULT KNOWLEDGE. ON THE ONE HAND IT IS NOT MERELY THE POWER OF CONTEMPLATING ETERNITY: ON THE OTHER, IT IS NOT TO BE IDENTIFIED WITH ANY KIND OF RELIGIOUS QUEERNESS. IT IS THE NAME OF THAT ORGANIC PROCESS WHICH INVOLVES THE PERFECT CONSUMMATION OF THE LOVE OF GOD: THE ACHIEVEMENT HERE AND NOW OF THE IMMORTAL HERITAGE OF MAN. OR, IF YOU LIKE IT BETTER—FOR THIS MEANS EXACTLY THE SAME THING—IT IS THE ART OF ESTABLISHING HIS CONSCIOUS RELATION WITH THE ABSOLUTE. THE MOVEMENT OF THE MYSTIC CONSCIOUSNESS TOWARDS THIS CONSUMMATION, IS NOT MERELY THE SUDDEN ADMISSION TO AN OVERWHELMING VISION OF TRUTH: THOUGH SUCH DAZZLING GLIMPSES MAY FROM TIME TO TIME BE VOUCHSAFED TO THE SOUL. IT IS RATHER AN ORDERED MOVEMENT P. 82 TOWARDS EVER HIGHER LEVELS OF REALITY, EVER CLOSER IDENTIFICATION WITH THE INFINITE. “THE MYSTIC EXPERIENCE,” SAYS RÉCÉJAC, “ENDS WITH THE WORDS, ‘I LIVE, YET NOT I, BUT GOD IN ME.’ THIS FEELING OF IDENTIFICATION, WHICH IS THE TERM OF MYSTICAL ACTIVITY, HAS A VERY IMPORTANT SIGNIFICANCE. IN ITS EARLY STAGES THE MYSTIC CONSCIOUSNESS FEELS THE ABSOLUTE IN OPPOSITION TO THE SELF...AS MYSTIC ACTIVITY GOES ON, IT TENDS TO ABOLISH THIS OPPOSITION...WHEN IT HAS REACHED ITS TERM THE CONSCIOUSNESS FINDS ITSELF POSSESSED BY THE SENSE OF A BEING AT ONE AND THE SAME TIME GREATER THAN THE SELF AND IDENTICAL WITH IT: GREAT ENOUGH TO BE GOD, INTIMATE ENOUGH TO BE ME.” THIS IS THAT MYSTIC UNION WHICH IS THE ONLY POSSIBLE FULFILMENT OF MYSTIC LOVE: SINCE “ALL THAT IS NOT ONE MUST EVER SUFFER WITH THE WOUND OF ABSENCE AND WHOEVER IN LOVE’S CITY ENTERS, FINDS BUT ROOM FOR ONE AND BUT IN ONE-NESS, UNION.” THE HISTORY OF MYSTICISM IS THE HISTORY OF THE DEMONSTRATION OF THIS LAW UPON THE PLANE OF REALITY. NOW, HOW DO THESE STATEMENTS SQUARE WITH THE PRACTICE OF THE GREAT MYSTICS; AND WITH THE VARIOUS FORMS OF ACTIVITY WHICH HAVE BEEN CLASSIFIED AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER AS MYSTICAL?
(1) MYSTICISM IS PRACTICAL, NOT THEORETICAL. THIS STATEMENT, TAKEN ALONE, IS NOT, OF COURSE, ENOUGH TO IDENTIFY MYSTICISM; SINCE IT IS EQUALLY TRUE OF MAGIC, WHICH ALSO PROPOSES TO ITSELF SOMETHING TO BE DONE RATHER THAN SOMETHING TO BE BELIEVED. IT AT ONCE COMES INTO COLLISION, HOWEVER, WITH THE OPINIONS OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE MYSTICISM TO BE “THE REACTION OF THE BORN PLATONIST UPON RELIGION.” THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SUCH DEVOUT PHILOSOPHERS AND THE TRUE MYSTIC, IS THE DIFFERENCE WHICH GEORGE TYRRELL HELD TO DISTINGUISH REVELATION FROM THEOLOGY. MYSTICISM, LIKE REVELATION, IS FINAL AND PERSONAL. IT IS NOT MERELY A BEAUTIFUL AND SUGGESTIVE DIAGRAM BUT EXPERIENCE IN ITS MOST INTENSE FORM. THAT EXPERIENCE, IN THE WORDS OF PLOTINUS, IS THE SOUL’S SOLITARY ADVENTURE: “THE FLIGHT OF THE ALONE TO THE ALONE.” IT PROVIDES THE MATERIAL, THE SUBSTANCE, UPON WHICH MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHY COGITATES; AS THEOLOGIANS COGITATE UPON THE REVELATION WHICH FORMS THE BASIS OF FAITH. HENCE THOSE WHOM WE ARE TO ACCEPT AS MYSTICS MUST HAVE RECEIVED, AND ACTED UPON, INTUITIONS OF A TRUTH WHICH IS FOR THEM ABSOLUTE. IF WE ARE P. 83 TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THEY “KNEW THE DOCTRINE” THEY MUST HAVE “LIVED THE LIFE”; SUBMITTED TO THE INTERIOR TRAVAIL OF THE MYSTIC WAY, NOT MERELY HAVE REASONED ABOUT THE MYSTICAL EXPERIENCES OF OTHERS. WE COULD NOT WELL DISPENSE WITH OUR CHRISTIAN PLATONISTS AND MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHERS. THEY ARE OUR STEPPING-STONES TO HIGHER THINGS; INTERPRET TO OUR DULL MINDS, ENTANGLED IN THE SENSE-WORLD, THE ARDENT VISION OF THOSE WHO SPEAK TO US FROM THE DIMENSION OF REALITY. BUT THEY ARE NO MORE MYSTICS THAN THE MILESTONES ON THE DOVER ROAD ARE TRAVELERS TO CALAIS. SOMETIMES THEIR WORDS—THE WISTFUL WORDS OF THOSE WHO KNOW BUT CANNOT BE—PRODUCE MYSTICS; AS THE SUDDEN SIGHT OF A SIGNPOST POINTING TO THE SEA WILL ROUSE THE SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE IN A BOY. ALSO THERE ARE MANY INSTANCES OF TRUE MYSTICS, SUCH AS ECKHART, WHO HAVE PHILOSOPHIZED UPON THEIR OWN EXPERIENCES, GREATLY TO THE ADVANTAGE OF THE WORLD; AND OTHERS—PLOTINUS IS THE MOST CHARACTERISTIC EXAMPLE—OF PLATONIC PHILOSOPHERS WHO HAVE PASSED FAR BEYOND THE LIMITS OF THEIR OWN PHILOSOPHY, AND ABANDONED THE MAKING OF DIAGRAMS FOR AN EXPERIENCE, HOWEVER IMPERFECT, OF THE REALITY AT WHICH THESE DIAGRAMS HINT. IT, WERE, MORE ACCURATE TO REVERSE THE EPIGRAM ABOVE STATED, AND SAY, THAT PLATONISM IS THE REACTION OF THE INTELLECTUALIST UPON MYSTICAL TRUTH. OVER AND OVER AGAIN THE GREAT MYSTICS TELL US, NOT HOW THEY SPECULATED, BUT HOW THEY ACTED. TO THEM, THE TRANSITION FROM THE LIFE OF SENSE TO THE LIFE OF SPIRIT IS A FORMIDABLE UNDERTAKING, WHICH DEMANDS EFFORT AND CONSTANCY. THE PARADOXICAL “QUIET” OF THE CONTEMPLATIVE IS BUT THE OUTWARD STILLNESS ESSENTIAL TO INWARD WORK. THEIR FAVORITE SYMBOLS ARE THOSE OF ACTION: BATTLE, SEARCH, AND PILGRIMAGE. “IN AN OBSCURE NIGHT FEVERED WITH LOVE’S ANXIETY (O HAPLESS, HAPPY PLIGHT!) I WENT, NONE SEEING ME FORTH FROM MY HOUSE, WHERE ALL THINGS QUIET BE,” SAID ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS, IN HIS POEM OF THE MYSTIC QUEST. “IT BECAME EVIDENT TO ME,” SAYS AL GHAZZALI OF HIS OWN SEARCH FOR MYSTIC TRUTH, “THAT THE SUFIS ARE MEN OF INTUITION AND NOT MEN OF WORDS. I RECOGNIZED THAT I HAD LEARNT ALL THAT CAN BE LEARNT OF SUFIISM BY STUDY, AND THAT THE REST COULD NOT BE LEARNT BY STUDY OR BY SPEECH.” “LET NO ONE SUPPOSE,” SAYS THE “THEOLOGIA GERMANICA,” “THAT WE MAY ATTAIN TO THIS TRUE LIGHT AND PERFECT KNOWLEDGE...BY HEARSAY, OR BY READING AND STUDY, NOR YET BY HIGH SKILL AND GREAT LEARNING.” “IT IS NOT ENOUGH,” SAYS GERLAC P. 84 PETERSEN, “TO KNOW BY ESTIMATION MERELY: BUT WE MUST KNOW BY EXPERIENCE.”  SO MECHTHILD OF MAGDEBURG SAYS OF HER REVELATIONS, “THE WRITING OF THIS BOOK WAS SEEN, HEARD, AND EXPERIENCED IN EVERY LIMB...I SEE IT WITH THE EYES OF MY SOUL, AND HEAR IT WITH THE EARS OF MY ETERNAL SPIRIT.” THOSE WHO SUPPOSE MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE TO BE MERELY A PLEASING CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE DIVINE IN THE WORLD, A SENSE OF THE “OTHERNESS” OF THINGS, A BASKING IN THE BEAMS OF THE UNCREATED LIGHT, ARE ONLY PLAYING WITH REALITY. TRUE MYSTICAL ACHIEVEMENT IS THE MOST COMPLETE AND MOST DIFFICULT EXPRESSION OF LIFE WHICH IS AS YET POSSIBLE TO MAN. IT IS AT ONCE AN ACT OF LOVE, AN ACT OF SURRENDER, AND AN ACT OF SUPREME PERCEPTION; A TRINITY OF EXPERIENCES WHICH MEETS AND SATISFIES THE THREE ACTIVITIES OF THE SELF. RELIGION MIGHT GIVE US THE FIRST AND METAPHYSICS THE THIRD OF THESE PROCESSES. ONLY MYSTICISM CAN OFFER THE MIDDLE TERM OF THE SERIES; THE ESSENTIAL LINK WHICH BINDS THE THREE IN ONE. “SECRETS,” SAYS ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA, “ARE REVEALED TO A FRIEND WHO HAS BECOME ONE THING WITH HIS FRIEND AND NOT TO A SERVANT.”   
(2) MYSTICISM IS AN ENTIRELY SPIRITUAL ACTIVITY. THIS RULE PROVIDES US WITH A FURTHER LIMITATION, WHICH OF COURSE EXCLUDES ALL THE PRACTICERS OF MAGIC AND OF MAGICAL RELIGION: EVEN IN THEIR MOST EXALTED AND LEAST MATERIALISTIC FORMS. AS WE SHALL SEE WHEN WE COME TO CONSIDER THESE PERSONS, THEIR OBJECT—NOT NECESSARILY AN ILLEGITIMATE ONE—IS TO IMPROVE AND ELUCIDATE THE VISIBLE BY HELP OF THE INVISIBLE: TO USE THE SUPERNORMAL POWERS OF THE SELF FOR THE INCREASE OF POWER, VIRTUE, HAPPINESS OR KNOWLEDGE. THE MYSTIC NEVER TURNS BACK ON HIMSELF IN THIS WAY, OR TRIES TO COMBINE THE ADVANTAGES OF TWO WORLDS. AT THE TERM OF HIS DEVELOPMENT HE KNOWS GOD BY COMMUNION, AND THIS DIRECT INTUITION OF THE ABSOLUTE KILLS ALL LESSER CRAVINGS. HE POSSESSES GOD, AND NEEDS NOTHING MORE. THOUGH HE WILL SPEND HIMSELF UNCEASINGLY FOR OTHER MEN, BECOME “AN AGENT OF THE ETERNAL GOODNESS,” HE IS DESTITUTE OF SUPER-SENSUAL AMBITIONS AND CRAVES NO OCCULT KNOWLEDGE OR POWER. HAVING HIS EYES SET ON ETERNITY, HIS CONSCIOUSNESS STEEPED IN IT, HE CAN WELL AFFORD TO TOLERATE THE ENTANGLEMENTS OF TIME. “HIS SPIRIT,” SAYS TAULER, “IS AS IT WERE SUNK AND LOST IN THE ABYSS OF THE DEITY, AND LOSES THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF ALL CREATURE-DISTINCTIONS. ALL THINGS ARE GATHERED TOGETHER IN ONE WITH THE DIVINE SWEETNESS, AND THE MAN’S BEING IS SO PENETRATED WITH THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE THAT HE LOSES HIMSELF THEREIN, AS A DROP OF WATER IS LOST IN A CASK OF STRONG WINE. AND THUS, THE MAN’S SPIRIT IS SO SUNK IN GOD IN DIVINE UNION, THAT HE LOSES ALL SENSE OF DISTINCTION...P. 85 AND THERE REMAINS A SECRET, STILL UNION, WITHOUT CLOUD OR COLOR.” “I WISH NOT,” SAID ST. CATHERINE OF GENOA, “FOR ANYTHING THAT COMES FORTH FROM THEE, BUT ONLY FOR THEE, OH SWEETEST LOVE!” “WHATEVER SHARE OF THIS WORLD,” SAYS RABI’A, “THOU DOST BESTOW ON ME, BESTOW IT ON THINE ENEMIES, AND WHATEVER SHARE OF THE NEXT WORLD THOU DOST GIVE ME, GIVE IT TO THY FRIENDS. THOU ART ENOUGH FOR ME!” “THE SOUL,” SAYS PLOTINUS IN ONE OF HIS MOST PROFOUND PASSAGES, “HAVING NOW ARRIVED AT THE DESIRED END, AND PARTICIPATING OF DEITY, WILL KNOW THAT THE SUPPLIER OF TRUE LIFE IS THEN PRESENT. SHE WILL LIKEWISE THEN REQUIRE NOTHING FARTHER; FOR, ON THE CONTRARY IT WILL BE REQUISITE TO LAY ASIDE OTHER THINGS, TO STOP IN THIS ALONE, AMPUTATING EVERYTHING ELSE WITH WHICH SHE IS SURROUNDED.” 
(3) THE BUSINESS AND METHOD OF MYSTICISM IS LOVE. HERE IS ONE OF THE DISTINCTIVE NOTES OF TRUE MYSTICISM; MARKING IT OFF FROM EVERY OTHER KIND OF TRANSCENDENTAL THEORY AND PRACTICE AND PROVIDING THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION WITH WHICH OUR LAST CHAPTER CLOSED. IT IS THE EAGER, OUTGOING ACTIVITY WHOSE DRIVING POWER IS GENEROUS LOVE, NOT THE ABSORBENT, INDRAWING ACTIVITY WHICH STRIVES ONLY FOR NEW KNOWLEDGE, THAT IS FRUITFUL IN THE SPIRITUAL AS WELL AS IN THE PHYSICAL WORLD.
HAVING SAID THIS, HOWEVER, WE MUST ADD—AS WE DID WHEN SPEAKING OF THE “HEART”—THAT THE WORD LOVE AS APPLIED TO THE MYSTICS IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD IN ITS DEEPEST, FULLEST SENSE; AS THE ULTIMATE EXPRESSION OF THE SELF’S MOST VITAL TENDENCIES, NOT AS THE SUPERFICIAL AFFECTION OR EMOTION OFTEN DIGNIFIED BY THIS NAME. MYSTIC LOVE IS A TOTAL DEDICATION OF THE WILL; THE DEEP-SEATED DESIRE AND TENDENCY OF THE SOUL TOWARDS ITS SOURCE. IT IS A CONDITION OF HUMBLE ACCESS, A LIFE-MOVEMENT OF THE SELF: MORE DIRECT IN ITS METHODS, MORE VALID IN ITS RESULTS—EVEN IN THE HANDS OF THE LEAST LETTERED OF ITS ADEPTS—THAN THE MOST PIERCING INTELLECTUAL VISION OF THE GREATEST PHILOSOPHIC MIND. AGAIN, AND AGAIN THE MYSTICS INSIST UPON THIS. “FOR SILENCE IS NOT GOD, NOR SPEAKING IS NOT GOD; FASTING IS NOT GOD NOR EATING IS NOT GOD; ONLINESS IS NOT GOD NOR COMPANY IS NOT GOD; NOR YET ANY OF ALL THE OTHER TWO SUCH QUANTITIES, HE IS HID BETWEEN THEM, AND MAY NOT BE FOUND BY ANY WORK OF THY SOUL, BUT ALL ONLY BY LOVE OF THINE HEART. HE MAY NOT BE KNOWN BY REASON, HE MAY NOT BE GOTTEN BY THOUGHT, NOR CONCLUDED BY UNDERSTANDING; BUT HE MAY BE LOVED AND CHOSEN WITH THE TRUE LOVELY WILL OF THINE HEART...SUCH A BLIND SHOT WITH THE SHARP DART OF LONGING LOVE MAY NEVER FAIL OF THE PRICK, THE WHICH IS GOD.” P. 86 “‘COME DOWN QUICKLY,’” SAYS THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE GOD-HEAD TO THE SOUL THAT HAS STRUGGLED LIKE ZACCHAEUS TO THE TOPMOST BRANCHES OF THE THEOLOGICAL TREE, “‘FOR I WOULD DWELL WITH YOU TO-DAY.’ AND THIS HASTY DESCENT TO WHICH HE IS SUMMONED BY GOD IS SIMPLY A DESCENT BY LOVE AND DESIRE IN TO THAT ABYSS OF THE GOD-HEAD WHICH THE INTELLECT CANNOT UNDERSTAND. BUT WHERE INTELLIGENCE MUST REST WITHOUT, LOVE AND DESIRE CAN ENTER IN.” VOLUMES OF EXTRACTS MIGHT BE COMPILED FROM THE WORKS OF THE MYSTICS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THIS RULE, WHICH IS INDEED THEIR CENTRAL PRINCIPLE. “SOME THERE ARE,” SAYS PLOTINUS, “THAT FOR ALL THEIR EFFORT HAVE NOT ATTAINED THE VISION; THE SOUL IN THEM HAS COME TO NO SENSE OF THE SPLENDOR THERE. IT HAS NOT TAKEN WARMTH; IT HAS NOT FELT BURNING WITHIN ITSELF THE FLAME OF LOVE FOR WHAT IS THERE TO KNOW.” “LOVE,” SAYS ROLLE, “TRULY SUFFERS NOT A LOVING SOUL TO BIDE IN ITSELF, BUT RAVISHES IT OUT TO THE LOVER, THAT THE SOUL IS MORE THERE WHERE IT LOVES, THAN WHERE THE BODY IS THAT LIVES AND FEELS IT.” “OH, SINGULAR JOY OF LOVE EVERLASTING,” HE SAYS AGAIN, “THAT RAVISHES ALL HIS TO HEAVENS ABOVE ALL WORLDS, THEM BINDING WITH BANDS OF VIRTUE! OH, DEAR CHARITY, IN EARTH THAT HAS THEE NOT IS NAUGHT WROUGHT, WHATEVER IT HATH! HE TRULY IN THEE THAT IS BUSY, TO JOY ABOVE EARTHLY IS SOON LIFTED! THOU MAKE MEN CONTEMPLATIVE, HEAVEN-GATE THOU OPEN, MOUTHS OF ACCUSERS THOU DOST SHUT, GOD THOU MAKE TO BE SEEN AND MULTITUDE OF SINS THOU HIDE. WE PRAISE THEE, WE PREACH THEE, BY THEE THE WORLD WE QUICKLY OVERCOME, BY WHOM WE JOY AND THE HEAVENLY LADDER WE ASCEND.” LOVE TO THE MYSTIC, THEN, IS (A) THE ACTIVE, CONATIVE, EXPRESSION OF HIS WILL AND DESIRE FOR THE ABSOLUTE; (B) HIS INNATE TENDENCY TO THAT ABSOLUTE, HIS SPIRITUAL WEIGHT. HE IS ONLY THOROUGHLY NATURAL, THOROUGHLY ALIVE, WHEN HE IS OBEYING ITS VOICE. FOR HIM IT IS THE SOURCE OF JOY, THE SECRET OF THE UNIVERSE, THE VIVIFYING PRINCIPLE OF THINGS. IN THE WORDS OF RÉCÉJAC, “MYSTICISM CLAIMS TO BE ABLE TO KNOW THE UNKNOWABLE WITHOUT ANY HELP FROM DIALECTICS; AND BELIEVES THAT, BY THE WAY OF LOVE AND WILL IT, REACHES A POINT TO WHICH THOUGHT ALONE IS UNABLE TO ATTAIN.” AGAIN, “IT IS THE HEART AND NEVER THE REASON WHICH LEADS US TO THE ABSOLUTE.” HENCE IN ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA’S EXQUISITE ALLEGORY IT IS THE FEET OF THE SOUL’S AFFECTION WHICH BRINGS IT FIRST TO THE BRIDGE, “FOR THE FEET CARRY THE BODY AS AFFECTION CARRIES THE SOUL.” THE JEWELS OF MYSTICAL LITERATURE GLOW WITH THIS INTIMATE AND IMPASSIONED LOVE OF THE ABSOLUTE; WHICH TRANSCENDS THE DOGMATIC LANGUAGE IN WHICH IT IS CLOTHED AND BECOMES APPLICABLE TO MYSTICS OF EVERY RACE AND CREED. THERE IS LITTLE DIFFERENCE IN THIS BETWEEN P. 87 THE EXTREMES OF EASTERN AND WESTERN THOUGHT: BETWEEN A KEMPIS THE CHRISTIAN AND JALALU ‘D DIN THE MOSLEM SAINT. “HOW GREAT A THING IS LOVE, GREAT ABOVE ALL OTHER GOODS: FOR ALONE IT MAKES ALL THAT IS HEAVY LIGHT, AND BEARS EVENLY ALL THAT IS UNEVEN... “LOVE WOULD BE ALOFT, NOR WILL IT BE KEPT BACK BY ANY LOWER THING. LOVE WOULD BE FREE, AND ESTRANGED FROM ALL WORLDLY AFFECTION, THAT ITS INWARD SIGHT BE NOT HINDERED: THAT IT MAY NOT BE ENTANGLED BY ANY TEMPORAL COMFORT, NOR SUCCUMB TO ANY TRIBULATION. “NAUGHT IS SWEETER THAN LOVE, NAUGHT STRONGER, NAUGHT HIGHER, NAUGHT WIDER: THERE IS NO MORE JOYOUS, FULLER, BETTER THING IN HEAVEN OR EARTH. FOR [SEXLESS] LOVE IS BORN OF GOD, AND CANNOT REST SAVE IN GOD, ABOVE ALL CREATED THINGS. “THE LOVER FLIES, RUNS, AND, REJOICES: HE IS FREE, AND CANNOT BE RESTRAINED. HE GIVES ALL FOR ALL, AND HAS ALL IN ALL; FOR HE RESTS IN ONE SUPREME ABOVE ALL, FROM WHOM ALL GOOD FLOWS AND PROCEEDS. “HE LOOKS NOT AT THE GIFT, BUT ABOVE ALL GOODS TURNS HIMSELF TO THE GIVER. “...HE WHO LOVES KNOWS THE CRY OF THIS VOICE. FOR THIS BURNING AFFECTION OF THE SOUL IS A LOUD CRY IN THE EARS OF GOD WHEN IT SAITH ‘MY GOD, MY LOVE, THOU, ART ALL MINE, AND I AM ALL THINE.’” SO MUCH FOR THE CHRISTIAN. NOW FOR THE PERSIAN MYSTIC. “WHILE THE THOUGHT OF THE BELOVED FILLS OUR HEARTS ALL OUR WORK IS TO DO HIM SERVICE AND SPEND LIFE FOR HIM. WHEREVER HE KINDLES HIS DESTRUCTIVE TORCH MYRIADS OF LOVERS’ SOULS ARE BURNT THEREWITH. THE LOVERS WHO DWELL WITHIN THE SANCTUARY ARE MOTHS BURNT WITH THE TORCH OF THE BELOVED’S FACE. O HEART, HASTEN THITHER! FOR GOD WILL SHINE UPON YOU, AND SEEM TO YOU A SWEET GARDEN INSTEAD OF A TERROR. HE WILL INFUSE INTO YOUR SOUL A NEW SOUL, SO AS TO FILL YOU, LIKE A GOBLET, WITH WINE. TAKE UP YOUR ABODE IN HIS SOUL! TAKE UP YOUR ABODE IN HEAVEN, OH BRIGHT FULL MOON! LIKE THE HEAVENLY SCRIBE, HE WILL OPEN YOUR HEART’S BOOK THAT HE MAY REVEAL MYSTERIES UNTO YOU.” WELL MIGHT HILTON SAY THAT “PERFECT LOVE MAKES GOD AND THE SOUL TO BE AS IF THEY BOTH TOGETHER WERE BUT ONE THING,” AND TAULER THAT “THE WELL OF LIFE IS LOVE, AND HE WHO DWELLETH NOT IN LOVE IS DEAD.” THESE, NEVERTHELESS, ARE OBJECTIVE AND DIDACTIC UTTERANCES; THOUGH THEIR SUBSTANCE MAY BE—PROBABLY IS—PERSONAL, THEIR FORM IS NOT. BUT IF WE WANT TO SEE WHAT IT REALLY MEANS TO BE “IN LOVE P. 88 WITH THE ABSOLUTE,”—HOW INTENSELY ACTUAL TO THE MYSTIC IS THE OBJECT OF HIS PASSION, HOW FAR REMOVED FROM THE SPHERES OF PIOUS DUTY OR PHILOSOPHIC SPECULATION, HOW CONCRETE, POSITIVE AND DOMINANT SUCH A PASSION MAY BE—WE MUST STUDY THE LITERATURE OF AUTOBIOGRAPHY, NOT THAT OF POETRY OR EXHORTATION. I CHOOSE FOR THIS PURPOSE, RATHER THAN THE WELL-KNOWN SELF-ANALYSES OF ST. AUGUSTINE, ST. TERESA OR SUSO, WHICH ARE ACCESSIBLE TO EVERY ONE, THE MORE PRIVATE CONFESSIONS OF THAT REMARKABLE MYSTIC DAME GERTRUDE MORE, CONTAINED IN HER “SPIRITUAL EXERCISES.” THIS NUN, GREAT-GREAT-GRANDDAUGHTER OF SIR THOMAS MORE, AND FAVORITE PUPIL OF THE CELEBRATED BENEDICTINE CONTEMPLATIVE, THE VEN. AUGUSTINE BAKER, EXHIBITS THE ROMANTIC AND PERSONAL SIDE OF MYSTICISM MORE PERFECTLY THAN EVEN ST. TERESA, WHOSE WORKS WERE COMPOSED FOR HER DAUGHTERS’ EDIFICATION. SHE WAS AN EAGER STUDENT OF ST. AUGUSTINE, “MY DEERE DEERE SAINT,” AS SHE CALLS HIM MORE THAN ONCE. HE HAD EVIDENTLY INFLUENCED HER LANGUAGE; BUT HER PASSION IS HER OWN. REMEMBER THAT GERTRUDE MORE’S CONFESSIONS REPRESENT THE MOST SECRET CONVERSATIONS OF HER SOUL WITH GOD. THEY WERE NOT MEANT FOR PUBLICATION; BUT, WRITTEN FOR THE MOST PART ON BLANK LEAVES IN HER BREVIARY, WERE DISCOVERED AND PUBLISHED AFTER HER DEATH. “SHE CALLED THEM,” SAYS THE TITLE-PAGE WITH TOUCHING SIMPLICITY, “AMOR ORDINEM NESCIT: AN IDEOT’S DEVOTIONS. HER ONLY SPIRITUAL FATHER AND DIRECTOR, FATHER BAKER, STYLED THEM CONFESSIONES AMANTIS, A LOVER’S CONFESSIONS. AMANS DEUM ANIMA SUB DEO DESPICIT UNIVERSA. A SOUL THAT LOVETH GOD DESPISES ALL THINGS THAT BE INFERIOR UNTO GOD.” THE SPIRIT OF HER LITTLE BOOK IS SUMMED UP IN TWO EPIGRAMS: EPIGRAMS OF WHICH HER CONTEMPORARY, CRASHAW, MIGHT HAVE BEEN PROUD. “TO GIVE ALL FOR LOVE IS A MOST SWEET BARGAIN.” “O LET ME LOVE, OR NOT LIVE!”  159 LOVE INDEED WAS HER LIFE: AND SHE WRITES OF IT WITH A RAPTURE WHICH RECALLS AT ONE MOMENT THE EXUBERANT POETRY OF JACOPENE DA TODI, AT ANOTHER THE LOVE SONGS OF THE ELIZABETHAN POETS. “NEVER WAS THERE OR CAN THERE BE IMAGINED SUCH A LOVE, AS IS BETWEEN A HUMBLE SOUL AND THEE. WHO CAN EXPRESS WHAT PASSES BETWEEN SUCH A SOUL AND THEE? VERILY NEITHER MAN NOR ANGELL IS ABLE TO DO IT SUFFICIENTLY...IN THY PRAISE I AM ONLY HAPPY, IN WHICH, MY JOY, I WILL EXULT WITH ALL THAT LOVE THEE. FOR WHAT CAN BE A COMFORT WHILE I LIVE SEPARATED FROM THEE, BUT ONLY TO REMEMBER THAT MY GOD, WHO IS MORE MINE THAN I AM MY OWN, IS ABSOLUTELY AND INFINITELY HAPPY? ...OUT OF THIS TRUE LOVE BETWEEN A P. 89 SOUL AND THEE, THERE ARISES SUCH A KNOWLEDGE IN THE SOUL THAT IT LOATHES ALL THAT IS AN IMPEDIMENT TO HER FURTHER PROCEEDING IN THE LOVE OF THEE. O LOVE, LOVE, EVEN BY NAMING THEE, MY SOUL LOSES ITSELF IN THEE... NOTHING CAN SATIATE A REASONABLE SOUL BUT ONLY THOU: AND HAVING OF THEE, WHO ART INDEED ALL, NOTHING COULD BE SAID TO BE WANTING TO HER...BLESSED ARE THE CLEANS OF HART FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD. O SIGHT TO BE WISHED, DESIRED, AND LONGED FOR; BECAUSE ONCE TO HAVE SEEN THEE IS TO HAVE LEARNT ALL THINGS. NOTHING CAN BRING US TO THIS SIGHT BUT LOVE. BUT WHAT LOVE MUST IT BE? NOT A SENSIBLE LOVE ONLY, A CHILDISH LOVE, A LOVE WHICH SEEKS ITSELF MORE THAN THE BELOVED. NO, NO, BUT IT MUST BE AN ARDENT LOVE, A PURE LOVE, A COURAGEOUS LOVE, A LOVE OF CHARITY, A HUMBLE LOVE, AND A CONSTANT LOVE, NOT WORN OUT WITH LABORS, NOT DAUNTED WITH ANY DIFFICULTIES...FOR THAT SOUL THAT HATH SET HER WHOLE LOVE AND DESIRE ON THEE, CAN NEVER FIND ANY TRUE SATISFACTION, BUT ONLY IN THEE.”  WHO WILL NOT SEE THAT WE HAVE HERE NO LITERARY EXERCISE, BUT THE FRUITS OF AN EXPERIENCE OF PECULIAR INTENSITY? IT ANSWERS EXACTLY TO ONE OF THE BEST MODERN DEFINITIONS OF MYSTICISM AS “IN ESSENCE, THE CONCENTRATION OF ALL THE FORCES OF THE SOUL UPON A SUPERNATURAL OBJECT, CONCEIVED AND LOVED AS A LIVING PERSON.“ “LOVE AND DESIRE,” SAYS THE SAME CRITIC, “ARE THE FUNDAMENTAL NECESSITIES; AND WHERE THEY ARE ABSENT MAN, EVEN THOUGH HE BE A VISIONARY, CANNOT BE CALLED A MYSTIC.” SUCH A DEFINITION, OF COURSE, IS NOT COMPLETE. IT IS VALUABLE HOWEVER, BECAUSE IT EMPHASIZES THE FACT THAT ALL TRUE MYSTICISM IS ROOTED IN PERSONALITY; AND IS THEREFORE FUNDAMENTALLY A SCIENCE OF THE HEART. ATTRACTION, DESIRE, AND UNION AS THE FULFILMENT OF DESIRE; THIS IS THE WAY LIFE WORKS, IN THE HIGHEST AS IN THE LOWEST THINGS. THE MYSTIC’S OUTLOOK, INDEED, IS THE LOVER’S OUTLOOK. IT HAS THE SAME ELEMENT OF WILDNESS, THE SAME QUALITY OF SELFLESS AND QUIXOTIC DEVOTION, THE SAME COMBINATION OF RAPTURE AND HUMILITY. THIS PARALLEL IS MORE THAN A PRETTY FANCY: FOR MYSTIC AND LOVER, UPON DIFFERENT PLANES, ARE ALIKE RESPONDING TO THE CALL OF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE. THE LANGUAGE OF HUMAN PASSION IS TEPID AND INSIGNIFICANT BESIDE THE LANGUAGE IN WHICH THE MYSTICS TRY TO TELL THE SPLENDORS OF THEIR LOVE. THEY FORCE UPON THE UNPREJUDICED READER THE CONVICTION THAT THEY ARE DEALING WITH AN ARDOR FAR MORE BURNING FOR AN OBJECT FAR MORE REAL. “THIS MONK CAN GIVE LESSONS TO LOVERS!” EXCLAIMED ARTHUR SYMONS IN ASTONISHMENT OF ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS. IT WOULD BE STRANGE IF HE COULD NOT; SINCE THEIR FINITE PASSIONS ARE BUT THE FEEBLE IMAGES OF HIS INFINITE ONE, THEIR BELOVED THE IMPERFECT SYMBOL OF P. 90 HIS FIRST AND ONLY FAIR. “I SAW HIM AND SOUGHT HIM: I HAD HIM AND I WANTED HIM,” SAYS JULIAN OF NORWICH, IN A PHRASE WHICH SEEMS TO SUM UP ALL THE ECSTASY AND LONGING OF MAN’S SOUL. ONLY THIS MYSTIC PASSION CAN LEAD US FROM OUR PRISON. ITS BROTHER, THE DESIRE OF KNOWLEDGE, MAY ENLARGE AND IMPROVE THE PREMISES TO AN EXTENT AS YET UNDREAMED OF: BUT IT CAN NEVER UNLOCK THE DOORS.
(4) MYSTICISM ENTAILS A DEFINITE PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPERIENCE. THAT IS TO SAY, IT SHOWS ITSELF NOT MERELY AS AN ATTITUDE OF MIND AND HEART, BUT AS A FORM OF ORGANIC LIFE. IT IS NOT ONLY A THEORY OF THE INTELLECT OR A HUNGER, HOWEVER PASSIONATE, OF THE HEART. IT INVOLVES THE ORGANIZING OF THE WHOLE SELF, CONSCIOUS AND UNCONSCIOUS, UNDER THE SPUR OF SUCH A HUNGER: A REMAKING OF THE WHOLE CHARACTER ON HIGH LEVELS IN THE INTERESTS OF THE TRANSCENDENTAL LIFE. THE MYSTICS ARE EMPHATIC IN THEIR STATEMENT THAT SPIRITUAL DESIRES ARE USELESS UNLESS THEY INITIATE THIS COSTLY MOVEMENT OF THE WHOLE SELF TOWARDS THE REAL. THUS, IN THE VISIONS OF MECHTHILD OF MAGDEBURG, “THE SOUL SPOKE THUS TO HER DESIRE, ‘FARE FORTH AND SEE WHERE MY LOVE IS. SAY TO HIM THAT I DESIRE TO LOVE.’ SO, DESIRE SPED FORTH, FOR SHE IS QUICK OF HER NATURE, AND CAME TO THE EMPYREAN AND CRIED, ‘GREAT LORD, OPEN AND LET ME IN!’ THEN SAID THE HOUSEHOLDER OF THAT PLACE: ‘WHAT MEANS THIS FIERY EAGERNESS?’ DESIRE REPLIED, ‘LORD I WOULD HAVE THEE KNOW THAT MY LADY CAN NO LONGER BEAR TO LIVE. IF THOU WOULDST FLOW FORTH TO HER, THEN MIGHT SHE SWIM: BUT THE FISH CANNOT LONG EXIST THAT IS LEFT STRANDED ON THE SHORE.’ ‘GO BACK,’ SAID THE LORD, ‘I WILL NOT LET THEE IN UNLESS THOU BRING TO ME THAT HUNGRY SOUL, FOR IT IS IN THIS ALONE THAT I TAKE DELIGHT.’” WE HAVE SAID THAT THE FULL MYSTIC CONSCIOUSNESS IS EXTENDED IN TWO DISTINCT DIRECTIONS. SO TOO THERE ARE TWO DISTINCT SIDES TO THE FULL MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE. (A) THE VISION OR CONSCIOUSNESS OF ABSOLUTE PERFECTION. (B) THE INWARD TRANSMUTATION TO WHICH THAT VISION COMPELS THE MYSTIC, IN ORDER THAT HE MAY BE TO SOME EXTENT WORTHY OF THAT WHICH HE HAS BEHELD: MAY TAKE HIS PLACE WITHIN THE ORDER OF REALITY. HE HAS SEEN THE PERFECT; HE WANTS TO BE PERFECT TOO. THE “THIRD TERM,” THE NECESSARY BRIDGE BETWEEN THE ABSOLUTE AND THE SELF, CAN ONLY, HE FEELS, BE MORAL AND SPIRITUAL TRANSCENDENCE—IN A WORD, SANCTITY— FOR “THE ONLY MEANS OF ATTAINING THE ABSOLUTE LIES IN ADAPTING OURSELVES TO IT.” THE MORAL VIRTUES ARE FOR HIM, THEN, THE OBLIGATORY “ORNAMENTS OF THE SPIRITUAL MARRIAGE” AS RUYSBROECK CALLED THEM: THOUGH FAR MORE THAN THEIR PRESENCE IS NEEDED TO BRING THAT MARRIAGE ABOUT. UNLESS THIS IMPULSE FOR MORAL PERFECTION BE BORN IN HIM, THIS TRAVAIL OF THE INNER LIFE BEGUN, HE P. 91 IS NO MYSTIC: THOUGH HE MAY WELL BE A VISIONARY, A PROPHET, A “MYSTICAL” POET. MOREOVER, THIS PROCESS OF TRANSMUTATION, THIS REBUILDING OF THE SELF ON HIGHER LEVELS, WILL INVOLVE THE ESTABLISHMENT WITHIN THE FIELD OF CONSCIOUSNESS, THE MAKING “CENTRAL FOR LIFE,” OF THOSE SUBCONSCIOUS SPIRITUAL PERCEPTIONS WHICH ARE THE PRIMARY MATERIAL OF MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE. THE END AND OBJECT OF THIS “INWARD ALCHEMY” WILL BE THE RAISING OF THE WHOLE SELF TO THE CONDITION IN WHICH CONSCIOUS AND PERMANENT UNION WITH THE ABSOLUTE TAKES PLACE AND MAN, ASCENDING TO THE SUMMIT OF HIS MANHOOD, ENTERS INTO THAT GREATER LIFE FOR WHICH HE WAS MADE. IN ITS JOURNEY TOWARDS THIS UNION, THE SUBJECT COMMONLY PASSES THROUGH CERTAIN WELL-MARKED PHASES, WHICH CONSTITUTE WHAT IS KNOWN AS THE “MYSTIC WAY.” THIS STATEMENT RULES OUT FROM THE TRUE MYSTIC KINGDOM ALL MERELY SENTIMENTAL AND AFFECTIVE PIETY AND VISIONARY POETRY, NO LESS THAN MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHY. IT BRINGS US BACK TO OUR FIRST PROPOSITION—THE CONCRETE AND PRACTICAL NATURE OF THE MYSTICAL ACT. MORE THAN THE APPREHENSION OF GOD, THEN, MORE THAN THE PASSION FOR THE ABSOLUTE, IS NEEDED TO MAKE A MYSTIC. THESE MUST BE COMBINED WITH AN APPROPRIATE PSYCHOLOGICAL MAKE-UP, WITH A NATURE CAPABLE OF EXTRAORDINARY CONCENTRATION, AN EXALTED MORAL EMOTION, A NERVOUS ORGANIZATION OF THE ARTISTIC TYPE. ALL THESE ARE NECESSARY TO THE SUCCESSFUL DEVELOPMENT OF THE MYSTIC LIFE PROCESS. IN THE EXPERIENCE OF THOSE MYSTICS WHO HAVE LEFT US THE RECORDS OF THEIR OWN LIVES, THE SUCCESSIVE STAGES OF THIS LIFE PROCESS ARE ALWAYS TRACEABLE. IN THE SECOND PART OF THIS BOOK, THEY WILL BE FOUND WORKED OUT AT SOME LENGTH. ROLLE, SUSO, ST. TERESA, AND MANY OTHERS HAVE LEFT US VALUABLE SELF-ANALYSES FOR COMPARISON: AND FROM THEM WE SEE HOW ARDUOUS, HOW DEFINITE, AND HOW FAR REMOVED FROM MERE EMOTIONAL OR INTELLECTUAL ACTIVITY, IS THAT EDUCATIONAL DISCIPLINE BY WHICH “THE EYE WHICH LOOKS UPON ETERNITY” IS ABLE TO COME TO ITS OWN. “ONE OF THE MARKS OF THE TRUE MYSTIC,” SAYS LEUBA—BY NO MEANS A FAVORABLE WITNESS “IS THE TENACIOUS AND HEROIC ENERGY WITH WHICH HE PURSUES A DEFINITE MORAL IDEAL.” “HE IS,” SAYS PACHEU, “THE PILGRIM OF AN INWARD ODYSSEY.” THOUGH WE MAY BE AMAZED AND DELIGHTED BY HIS ADVENTURES AND DISCOVERIES ON THE WAY, TO HIM THE VOYAGE AND THE END ARE ALL. “THE ROAD ON WHICH WE ENTER IS A ROYAL ROAD WHICH LEADS TO HEAVEN,” SAYS ST. TERESA. “IS IT STRANGE THAT THE CONQUEST OF SUCH A TREASURE SHOULD COST US RATHER DEAR?” IT IS ONE OF THE MANY INDIRECT TESTIMONIES TO THE OBJECTIVE REALITY OF MYSTICISM THAT THE STAGES OF THIS ROAD, THE PSYCHOLOGY P. 92 OF THE SPIRITUAL ASCENT, AS DESCRIBED TO US BY DIFFERENT SCHOOLS OF CONTEMPLATIVES, ALWAYS PRESENT PRACTICALLY THE SAME SEQUENCE OF STATES. THE “SCHOOL FOR SAINTS” HAS NEVER FOUND IT NECESSARY TO BRING ITS CURRICULUM UP TO DATE. THE PSYCHOLOGIST FINDS LITTLE DIFFICULTY, FOR INSTANCE, IN RECONCILING THE “DEGREES OF ORISON” DESCRIBED BY ST. TERESA—RECOLLECTION, QUIET, UNION, ECSTASY, RAPT, THE “PAIN OF GOD,” AND THE SPIRITUAL MARRIAGE OF THE SOUL—WITH THE FOUR FORMS OF CONTEMPLATION ENUMERATED BY HUGH OF ST. VICTOR, OR THE SUFI’S “SEVEN STAGES” OF THE SOUL’S ASCENT TO GOD, WHICH BEGIN IN ADORATION AND END IN SPIRITUAL MARRIAGE. THOUGH EACH WAYFARER MAY CHOOSE DIFFERENT LANDMARKS, IT IS CLEAR FROM THEIR COMPARISON THAT THE ROAD IS ONE. 
 (5) AS A COROLLARY TO THESE FOUR RULES, IT IS PERHAPS WELL TO REITERATE THE STATEMENT ALREADY MADE, THAT TRUE MYSTICISM IS NEVER SELF-SEEKING. IT IS NOT, AS MANY THINKS, THE PURSUIT OF SUPERNATURAL JOYS; THE SATISFACTION OF A HIGH AMBITION. THE MYSTIC DOES NOT ENTER ON HIS QUEST BECAUSE HE DESIRES THE HAPPINESS OF THE BEATIFIC VISION, THE ECSTASY OF UNION WITH THE ABSOLUTE, OR ANY OTHER PERSONAL REWARD. THAT NOBLEST OF ALL PASSIONS, THE PASSION FOR PERFECTION FOR LOVE’S SAKE, FAR OUTWEIGHS THE DESIRE FOR TRANSCENDENTAL SATISFACTION. “O LOVE,” SAID ST. CATHERINE OF GENOA, “I DO NOT WISH TO FOLLOW THEE FOR SAKE OF THESE DELIGHTS, BUT SOLELY FROM THE MOTIVE OF TRUE LOVE.” THOSE WHO DO OTHERWISE ARE ONLY, IN THE PLAIN WORDS OF ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS, “SPIRITUAL GLUTTONS”:  OR, IN THE MILDER METAPHOR HERE ADOPTED, MAGICIANS OF THE MORE HIGH-MINDED SORT. THE TRUE MYSTIC CLAIMS NO PROMISES AND MAKES NO DEMANDS. HE GOES BECAUSE HE MUST, AS GALAHAD WENT TOWARDS THE GRAIL: KNOWING THAT FOR THOSE WHO CAN LIVE IT, THIS ALONE IS LIFE. HE NEVER RESTS IN THAT SEARCH FOR GOD WHICH HE HOLDS TO BE THE FULFILMENT OF HIS HIGHEST DUTY; YET HE SEEKS WITHOUT ANY CERTAINTY OF SUCCESS. HE HOLDS WITH ST. BERNARD THAT “HE ALONE IS GOD WHO CAN NEVER BE SOUGHT IN VAIN: NOT EVEN WHEN HE CANNOT BE FOUND.”  WITH MECHTHILD OF MAGDEBURG, HE HEARS THE ABSOLUTE SAYING IN HIS SOUL, “O SOUL, BEFORE THE WORLD WAS, I LONGED FOR THEE: AND I STILL LONG FOR THEE, AND THOU FOR ME. THEREFORE, WHEN OUR TWO DESIRES UNITE, LOVE SHALL BE FULFILLED.” LIKE HIS TYPE, THE “DEVOUT LOVER” OF ROMANCE, THEN, THE MYSTIC SERVES WITHOUT HOPE OF REWARD. BY ONE OF THE MANY PARADOXES OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE, HE OBTAINS SATISFACTION BECAUSE HE DOES NOT SEEK IT; COMPLETES HIS PERSONALITY BECAUSE HE GIVES IT UP. “ATTAINMENT,” P. 93 SAYS DIONYSIUS THE AREOPAGITE IN WORDS WHICH ARE WRIT LARGE ON THE ANNALS OF CHRISTIAN ECSTASY, “COMES ONLY BY MEANS OF THIS SINCERE, SPONTANEOUS, AND ENTIRE SURRENDER OF YOURSELF AND ALL THINGS.” ONLY WITH THE ANNIHILATION OF SELFHOOD COMES THE FULFILMENT OF LOVE. WERE THE MYSTIC ASKED, THE CAUSE OF HIS OFTEN-EXTRAORDINARY BEHAVIOR, HIS AUSTERE AND STEADFAST QUEST, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT HIS REPLY WOULD CONTAIN ANY REFERENCE TO SUBLIME ILLUMINATION OR UNSPEAKABLE DELIGHTS. IT IS MORE PROBABLE THAT HE WOULD ANSWER IN SOME SUCH WORDS AS THOSE OF JACOB BOEHME, “I AM NOT COME TO THIS MEANING, OR TO THIS WORK AND KNOWLEDGE THROUGH MY OWN REASON OR THROUGH MY OWN WILL AND PURPOSE; NEITHER HAVE I SOUGHT THIS KNOWLEDGE, NOR SO MUCH AS TO KNOW ANYTHING CONCERNING IT. I SOUGHT ONLY FOR THE HEART OF GOD, THEREIN TO HIDE MYSELF.” “WHETHER WE LIVE OR WHETHER WE DIE,” SAID ST. PAUL, “WE ARE THE LORD’S.” THE MYSTIC IS A REALIST, TO WHOM THESE WORDS CONVEY NOT A DOGMA BUT AN INVITATION: AN INVITATION TO THE SOUL TO ATTAIN THAT FULLNESS OF LIFE FOR WHICH SHE WAS MADE, TO “LOSE HERSELF IN THAT WHICH CAN BE NEITHER SEEN NOR TOUCHED; GIVING HERSELF ENTIRELY TO THIS SOVEREIGN OBJECT WITHOUT BELONGING EITHER TO HERSELF OR TO OTHERS; UNITED TO THE UNKNOWN BY THE MOST NOBLE PART OF HERSELF AND BECAUSE OF HER RENOUNCEMENT OF KNOWLEDGE; FINALLY DRAWING FROM THIS ABSOLUTE IGNORANCE A KNOWLEDGE WHICH THE UNDERSTANDING KNOWS NOT HOW TO ATTAIN. MYSTICISM, THEN, IS SEEN AS THE “ONE WAY OUT” FOR THE AWAKENED SPIRIT OF MAN; HEALING THAT HUMAN INCOMPLETENESS WHICH IS THE ORIGIN OF OUR DIVINE UNREST. “I AM SURE,” SAYS ECKHART, “THAT IF A SOUL KNEW THE VERY LEAST OF ALL THAT BEING MEANS, IT WOULD NEVER TURN AWAY FROM IT.” THE MYSTICS HAVE NEVER TURNED AWAY: TO DO SO WOULD HAVE SEEMED TO THEM A SELF-DESTRUCTIVE ACT. HERE, IN THIS WORLD OF ILLUSION, THEY SAY, WE HAVE NO CONTINUING CITY. THIS STATEMENT, TO YOU A PROPOSITION, IS TO US THE CENTRAL FACT OF LIFE. “THEREFORE, IT IS NECESSARY TO HASTEN OUR DEPARTURE FROM HENCE, AND DETACH OURSELVES IN SO FAR AS WE MAY FROM THE BODY TO WHICH WE ARE FETTERED, IN ORDER THAT WITH THE WHOLE OF OUR SELVES, WE MAY FOLD OURSELVES ABOUT DIVINITY, AND HAVE NO PART VOID OF CONTACT WITH HIM.” TO SUM UP. MYSTICISM IS SEEN TO BE A HIGHLY SPECIALIZED FORM OF THAT SEARCH FOR REALITY, FOR HEIGHTENED AND COMPLETED LIFE, WHICH WE HAVE FOUND TO BE A CONSTANT CHARACTERISTIC OF HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS. IT IS LARGELY PROSECUTED BY THAT “SPIRITUAL SPARK,” THAT TRANSCENDENTAL FACULTY WHICH, THOUGH THE LIFE OF OUR LIFE, REMAINS BELOW THE THRESHOLD IN ORDINARY MEN. EMERGING FROM ITS P. 94 HIDDENNESS IN THE MYSTIC, IT GRADUALLY BECOMES THE DOMINANT FACTOR IN HIS LIFE; SUBDUING TO ITS SERVICE, AND ENHANCING BY ITS SAVING CONTACT WITH REALITY, THOSE VITAL POWERS OF LOVE AND WILL WHICH WE ATTRIBUTE TO THE HEART, RATHER THAN THOSE OF MERE REASON AND PERCEPTION, WHICH WE ATTRIBUTE TO THE HEAD. UNDER THE SPUR OF THIS LOVE AND WILL, THE WHOLE PERSONALITY RISES IN THE ACTS OF CONTEMPLATION AND ECSTASY TO A LEVEL OF CONSCIOUSNESS AT WHICH IT BECOMES AWARE OF A NEW FIELD OF PERCEPTION. BY THIS AWARENESS, BY THIS “LOVING SIGHT,” IT IS STIMULATED TO A NEW LIFE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REALITY WHICH IT HAS BEHELD. SO STRANGE AND EXALTED IS THIS LIFE, THAT IT NEVER FAILS TO PROVOKE EITHER THE ANGER OR THE ADMIRATION OF OTHER MEN. “IF THE GREAT CHRISTIAN MYSTICS,” SAYS LEUBA, “COULD BY SOME MIRACLE BE ALL BROUGHT TOGETHER IN THE SAME PLACE, EACH IN HIS HABITUAL ENVIRONMENT, THERE TO LIVE ACCORDING TO HIS MANNER, THE WORLD WOULD SOON PERCEIVE THAT THEY CONSTITUTE ONE OF THE MOST AMAZING AND PROFOUND VARIATIONS OF WHICH THE HUMAN RACE HAS YET BEEN WITNESS.” A DISCUSSION OF MYSTICISM, REGARDED AS A FORM OF HUMAN LIFE, WILL THEREFORE INCLUDE TWO BRANCHES. FIRST THE LIFE PROCESS OF THE MYSTIC: THE REMAKING OF HIS PERSONALITY; THE METHOD BY WHICH HIS PECULIAR CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE ABSOLUTE IS ATTAINED, AND FACULTIES WHICH HAVE BEEN EVOLVED TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PHENOMENAL, ARE ENABLED TO DO WORK ON THE TRANSCENDENTAL, PLANE. THIS IS THE “MYSTIC WAY” IN WHICH THE SELF PASSES THROUGH THE STATES OR STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT WHICH WERE CODIFIED BY THE NEOPLATONISTS, AND AFTER THEM BY THE MEDIAEVAL MYSTICS, AS PURGATION, ILLUMINATION, AND ECSTASY. SECONDLY, THE CONTENT OF THE MYSTICAL FIELD OF PERCEPTION; THE REVELATION UNDER WHICH THE CONTEMPLATIVE BECOMES AWARE OF THE ABSOLUTE. THIS WILL INCLUDE A CONSIDERATION OF THE SO-CALLED DOCTRINES OF MYSTICISM: THE ATTEMPTS OF THE ARTICULATE MYSTIC TO SKETCH FOR US THE WORLD INTO WHICH HE HAS LOOKED, IN LANGUAGE WHICH IS ONLY ADEQUATE TO THE WORLD IN WHICH THE REST OF US DWELL. HERE THE DIFFICULT QUESTION OF SYMBOLISM, AND OF SYMBOLIC THEOLOGY, COMES IN: A POINT UPON WHICH MANY PROMISING EXPOSITIONS OF THE MYSTICS HAVE BEEN WRECKED. IT WILL BE OUR BUSINESS TO STRIP OFF AS FAR AS MAY BE THE SYMBOLIC WRAPPING, AND ATTEMPT A SYNTHESIS OF THESE DOCTRINES; TO RESOLVE THE APPARENT CONTRADICTIONS OF OBJECTIVE AND SUBJECTIVE REVELATIONS, OF THE WAYS OF NEGATION AND AFFIRMATION, EMANATION AND IMMANENCE, SURRENDER AND DEIFICATION, THE DIVINE DARK AND THE INWARD LIGHT; AND FINALLY TO EXHIBITS IF WE CAN, THE ESSENTIAL UNITY OF THAT EXPERIENCE IN WHICH THE HUMAN SOUL ENTERS CONSCIOUSLY INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD. 
V. MYSTICISM AND THEOLOGY
IN THE LAST CHAPTER WE TRIED TO ESTABLISH A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE MYSTIC WHO TASTES SUPREME EXPERIENCE AND THE MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHER WHO COGITATES UPON THE DATA SO OBTAINED. WE HAVE NOW, HOWEVER, TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF THE FACT THAT OFTEN THE TRUE MYSTIC IS ALSO A MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHER; THOUGH THERE ARE PLENTY OF MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHERS WHO ARE NOT AND COULD NEVER BE MYSTICS. BECAUSE IT IS CHARACTERISTIC OF THE HUMAN SELF TO REFLECT UPON ITS EXPERIENCE, TO USE ITS PERCEPTS AS MATERIAL FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A CONCEPT, MOST MYSTICS HAVE MADE OR ACCEPTED A THEORY OF THEIR OWN ADVENTURES. THUS, WE HAVE A MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHY OR THEOLOGY—THE COMMENT OF THE INTELLECT ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF SPIRITUAL INTUITION—RUNNING SIDE BY SIDE WITH TRUE OR EMPIRICAL MYSTICISM: CLASSIFYING ITS DATA, CRITICIZING IT, EXPLAINING IT, AND TRANSLATING ITS VISION OF THE SUPERSENSIBLE INTO SYMBOLS WHICH ARE AMENABLE TO DIALECTIC. SUCH A PHILOSOPHY IS MOST USUALLY FOUNDED UPON THE FORMAL CREED WHICH THE INDIVIDUAL MYSTIC ACCEPTS. IT IS CHARACTERISTIC OF HIM THAT IN SO FAR AS HIS TRANSCENDENTAL ACTIVITIES ARE HEALTHY, HE IS GENERALLY AN ACCEPTOR AND NOT A REJECTOR OF SUCH CREEDS. THE VIEW WHICH REGARDS THE MYSTIC AS A SPIRITUAL ANARCHIST RECEIVES LITTLE SUPPORT FROM HISTORY; WHICH SHOWS US, AGAIN AND AGAIN, P. 96 THE GREAT MYSTICS AS FAITHFUL SONS OF THE GREAT RELIGIONS. ALMOST ANY RELIGIOUS SYSTEM WHICH FOSTERS UNEARTHLY LOVE IS POTENTIALLY A NURSERY FOR MYSTICS: AND CHRISTIANITY, ISLAM, BRAHMANISM, AND BUDDHISM EACH RECEIVES ITS MOST SUBLIME INTERPRETATION AT THEIR HANDS. THUS ST. TERESA INTERPRETS HER ECSTATIC APPREHENSION OF THE GODHEAD IN STRICTLY CATHOLIC TERMS, AND ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS CONTRIVES TO HARMONIZE HIS INTENSE TRANSCENDENTALISM WITH INCARNATIONAL AND SACRAMENTAL CHRISTIANITY. THUS, BOEHME BELIEVED TO THE LAST THAT HIS EXPLORATIONS OF ETERNITY WERE CONSISTENT WITH THE TEACHING OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH. THE SUFIS WERE GOOD MOHAMMEDANS, PHILO AND THE KABALISTS WERE ORTHODOX JEWS. PLOTINUS EVEN ADAPTED—THOUGH WITH WHAT DIFFICULTY—THE RELICS OF PAGANISM TO HIS DOCTRINE OF THE REAL. ATTEMPTS, HOWEVER, TO LIMIT MYSTICAL TRUTH—THE DIRECT APPREHENSION OF THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE—BY THE FORMULA OF ANY ONE RELIGION, ARE AS FUTILE AS THE ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY A PRECIOUS METAL WITH THE DIE WHICH CONVERTS IT INTO CURRENT COIN. THE DIES WHICH THE MYSTICS HAVE USED ARE MANY. THEIR PECULIARITIES AND EXCRESCENCES ARE ALWAYS INTERESTING AND SOMETIMES HIGHLY SIGNIFICANT. SOME GIVE A FAR SHARPER, MORE COHERENT, IMPRESSION THAN OTHERS. BUT THE GOLD FROM WHICH THIS DIVERSE COINAGE IS STRUCK IS ALWAYS THE SAME PRECIOUS METAL: ALWAYS THE SAME BEATIFIC VISION OF A GOODNESS, TRUTH, AND BEAUTY WHICH IS ONE. HENCE ITS SUBSTANCE MUST ALWAYS BE DISTINGUISHED FROM THE ACCIDENTS UNDER WHICH WE PERCEIVE IT: FOR THIS SUBSTANCE HAS AN ABSOLUTE, AND NOT A DENOMINATIONAL, IMPORTANCE. NEVERTHELESS, IF WE ARE TO UNDERSTAND THE LANGUAGE OF THE MYSTICS, IT IS EVIDENT THAT WE MUST KNOW A LITTLE OF ACCIDENT AS WELL AS OF SUBSTANCE: THAT IS TO SAY, OF THE PRINCIPAL PHILOSOPHIES OR RELIGIONS WHICH THEY HAVE USED IN DESCRIBING THEIR ADVENTURES TO THE WORLD. THIS BEING SO, BEFORE WE VENTURE TO APPLY OURSELVES TO THE EXPLORATION OF THEOLOGY PROPER, IT WILL BE WELL TO CONSIDER THE TWO EXTREME FORMS UNDER WHICH BOTH MYSTICS AND THEOLOGIANS HAVE BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO CONCEIVE DIVINE REALITY: THAT IS TO SAY, THE SO-CALLED “EMANATION-THEORY” AND “IMMANENCE-THEORY” OF THE TRANSCENDENTAL WORLD. EMANATION AND IMMANENCE ARE FORMIDABLE WORDS; WHICH THOUGH PERPETUALLY TOSSED TO AND FRO BY AMATEURS OF RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY, HAVE PROBABLY, AS THEY STAND, LITTLE ACTUALITY FOR PRACTICAL MODERN MEN. THEY ARE, HOWEVER, ROOT-IDEAS FOR THE MAKER OF MYSTICAL DIAGRAMS: AND HIS BEST SYSTEMS ARE BUT ATTEMPTS TOWARDS THEIR RECONCILIATION. SINCE THE AIM OF EVERY MYSTIC IS UNION WITH GOD, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE VITAL QUESTION IN HIS PHILOSOPHY MUST BE THE PLACE WHICH THIS GOD, THE ABSOLUTE OF HIS QUEST, OCCUPIES IN THE SCHEME. BRIEFLY, HE HAS BEEN CONCEIVED—OR, IT, WERE, BETTER TO SAY, P. 97 PRESENTED—BY THE GREAT MYSTICS UNDER TWO APPARENTLY CONTRADICTORY MODES.
(1) THE OPINION WHICH IS REPRESENTED IN ITS MOST EXTREME FORM BY THE THEORY OF EMANATIONS, DECLARES HIS UTTER TRANSCENDENCE. THIS VIEW APPEARS EARLY IN THE HISTORY OF GREEK PHILOSOPHY. IT IS DEVELOPED BY DIONYSIUS, BY THE KABALISTS, BY DANTE: AND IS IMPLIED IN THE LANGUAGE OF RULMAN MERSWIN, ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS AND MANY OTHER CHRISTIAN ECSTATIC’S. THE SOLAR SYSTEM IS AN ALMOST PERFECT SYMBOL OF THIS CONCEPT OF REALITY; WHICH FINDS AT ONCE ITS MOST RIGID AND MOST BEAUTIFUL EXPRESSION IN DANTE’S “PARADISO.”  THE ABSOLUTE GODHEAD IS CONCEIVED AS REMOVED BY A VAST DISTANCE FROM THE MATERIAL WORLD OF SENSE; THE LAST OR LOWEST OF THAT SYSTEM OF DEPENDENT WORLDS OR STATES WHICH, GENERATED BY OR EMANATING FROM THE UNITY OR CENTRAL SUN, BECOME LESS IN SPIRITUALITY AND SPLENDOR, GREATER IN MULTIPLICITY, THE FURTHER THEY RECEDE FROM THEIR SOURCE. THAT SOURCE—THE GREAT COUNTENANCE OF THE GOD-HEAD—CAN NEVER, SAY THE KABALISTS, BE DISCERNED BY MAN. IT IS THE ABSOLUTE OF THE NEOPLATONISTS, THE UNPLUMBED ABYSS OF LATER MYSTICISM: THE CLOUD OF UNKNOWING WRAPS IT FROM OUR SIGHT. ONLY BY ITS “EMANATIONS” OR MANIFESTED ATTRIBUTES CAN WE ATTAIN KNOWLEDGE OF IT. BY THE OUTFLOW OF THESE SAME MANIFESTED ATTRIBUTES AND POWERS THE CREATED UNIVERSE EXISTS, DEPENDING IN THE LAST RESORT ON THE LATENS DEITAS: WHO IS THEREFORE CONCEIVED AS EXTERNAL TO THE WORLD WHICH HE ILLUMINATES AND VIVIFIES. ST. THOMAS AQUINAS VIRTUALLY ACCEPTS THE DOCTRINE OF EMANATIONS WHEN HE WRITES: “AS ALL THE PERFECTIONS OF CREATURES DESCEND IN ORDER FROM GOD, WHO IS THE HEIGHT OF PERFECTION, MAN SHOULD BEGIN FROM THE LOWER CREATURES AND ASCEND BY DEGREES, AND SO ADVANCE TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD...AND BECAUSE IN THAT ROOF AND CROWN OF ALL THINGS, GOD, WE FIND THE MOST PERFECT UNITY, AND EVERYTHING IS STRONGER AND MORE EXCELLENT THE MORE THOROUGHLY IT IS ONE; IT FOLLOWS THAT DIVERSITY AND VARIETY INCREASE IN THINGS, THE FURTHER THEY ARE REMOVED FROM HIM WHO IS THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF ALL.” SUSO, WHOSE MYSTICAL SYSTEM, LIKE THAT OF MOST DOMINICANS, IS ENTIRELY CONSISTENT WITH THOMIST PHILOSOPHY, IS REALLY GLOSSING AQUINAS WHEN HE WRITES: “THE SUPREME AND SUPERESSENTIAL SPIRIT HAS ENNOBLED MAN BY ILLUMINATING HIM WITH A RAY FROM THE ETERNAL GOD-HEAD...HENCE FROM OUT THE GREAT RING WHICH REPRESENTS THE P. 98 ETERNAL GOD-HEAD THERE FLOW FORTH...LITTLE RINGS, WHICH MAY BE TAKEN TO SIGNIFY THE HIGH NOBILITY OF NATURAL CREATURES.” OBVIOUSLY, IF THIS THEORY OF THE ABSOLUTE BE ACCEPTED THE PATH OF THE SOUL’S ASCENT TO UNION WITH THE DIVINE MUST BE LITERALLY A TRANSCENDENCE: A JOURNEY “UPWARD AND OUTWARD,” THROUGH A LONG SERIES OF INTERMEDIATE STATES OR WORLDS TILL, HAVING TRAVERSED THE “THIRTY-TWO PATHS OF THE TREE OF LIFE,” SHE AT LAST ARRIVES, IN KABALISTIC LANGUAGE, AT THE CROWN: FRUITIVE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, THE ABYSS OR DIVINE DARK OF THE DIONYSIAN SCHOOL, THE NEOPLATONIC ONE. SUCH A SERIES OF WORLDS IS SYMBOLIZED BY THE TEN HEAVENS OF DANTE, THE HIERARCHIES OF DIONYSIUS, THE TREE OF LIFE OR SEPHIROTH OF THE KABALAH: AND RECEIVES ITS COUNTERSIGN IN THE INWARD EXPERIENCE, IN THE LONG JOURNEY OF THE SELF THROUGH PURGATION AND ILLUMINATION TO UNION. “WE ASCEND,” SAYS ST. AUGUSTINE, “THY WAYS THAT BE IN OUR HEART, AND SING A SONG OF DEGREES; WE GLOW INWARDLY WITH THY FIRE, WITH THY GOOD FIRE, AND WE GO, BECAUSE WE GO UPWARDS TO THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM.” THIS THEORY POSTULATES, UNDER NORMAL AND NON-MYSTICAL CONDITIONS, THE COMPLETE SEPARATION OF THE HUMAN AND THE DIVINE; THE TEMPORAL AND THE ETERNAL WORLDS. “NEVER FORGET,” SAYS ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS, “THAT GOD IS INACCESSIBLE. ASK NOT THEREFORE HOW FAR YOUR POWERS MAY COMPREHEND HIM, YOUR FEELING PENETRATE HIM. FEAR THUS TO CONTENT YOURSELF WITH TOO LITTLE, AND DEPRIVE YOUR SOUL OF THE AGILITY WHICH IT NEEDS IN ORDER TO MOUNT UP TO HIM.” THE LANGUAGE OF PILGRIMAGE, OF EXILE, COMES NATURALLY TO THE MYSTIC WHO APPREHENDS REALITY UNDER THESE TERMS. TO HIM THE MYSTICAL ADVENTURE IS ESSENTIALLY A “GOING FORTH” FROM HIS NORMAL SELF AND FROM HIS NORMAL UNIVERSE. LIKE THE PSALMIST “IN HIS HEART HE HATH DISPOSED TO ASCEND BY STEPS IN THIS VALE OF TEARS” FROM THE LESS TO THE MORE DIVINE. HE, AND WITH HIM THE COSMOS—FOR TO MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHY THE SOUL OF THE INDIVIDUAL SUBJECT IS THE MICROCOSM OF THE SOUL OF THE WORLD—HAS GOT TO RETRACE THE LONG ROAD TO THE PERFECTION FROM WHICH IT ORIGINALLY CAME FORTH; AS THE FISH IN RULMAN MERSWIN’S VISION OF NINE ROCKS MUST STRUGGLE UPWARDS FROM POOL TO POOL UNTIL THEY REACH THEIR ORIGIN. SUCH A WAY OF CONCEIVING REALITY ACCORDS WITH THE TYPE OF MIND WHICH WILLIAM JAMES CALLED THE “SICK SOUL.” IT IS THE MOOD OF THE PENITENT; OF THE UTTER HUMILITY WHICH, APPALLED BY THE SHARP CONTRAST BETWEEN ITSELF AND THE PERFECT WHICH IT CONTEMPLATES, CAN ONLY CRY “OUT OF THE DEPTHS.” IT COMES NATURALLY TO THE TEMPERAMENT WHICH LEANS TO PESSIMISM, WHICH SEES A “GREAT GULF FIXED” BETWEEN ITSELF AND ITS DESIRE, AND IS ABOVE ALL THINGS SENSITIVE P. 99 TO THE ELEMENTS OF EVIL AND IMPERFECTION IN ITS OWN CHARACTER AND IN THE NORMAL EXPERIENCE OF MAN. PERMITTING THESE ELEMENTS TO DOMINATE ITS FIELD OF CONSCIOUSNESS, WHOLLY IGNORING THE DIVINE ASPECT OF THE WORLD OF BECOMING, SUCH A TEMPERAMENT CONSTRUCTS FROM ITS PERCEPTIONS AND PREJUDICES THE CONCEPT OF A MATERIAL WORLD AND A NORMAL SELF WHICH ARE VERY FAR FROM GOD.
(2) IMMANENCE. AT THE OPPOSITE POLE FROM THIS WAY OF SKETCHING REALITY IS THE EXTREME THEORY OF IMMANENCE, WHICH PLAYS SO LARGE A PART IN MODERN THEOLOGY. TO THE HOLDERS OF THIS THEORY, WHO COMMONLY BELONG TO JAMES’S “HEALTHY MINDED” OR OPTIMISTIC CLASS, THE QUEST OF THE ABSOLUTE IS NO LONG JOURNEY, BUT A REALIZATION OF SOMETHING WHICH IS IMPLICIT IN THE SELF AND IN THE UNIVERSE: AN OPENING OF THE EYES OF THE SOUL UPON THE REALITY IN WHICH IT IS BATHED. FOR THEM EARTH IS LITERALLY “CRAMMED WITH HEAVEN.” “THOU WERT I, BUT DARK WAS MY HEART, I KNEW NOT THE SECRET TRANSCENDENT,” SAYS TÉWEKKUL BÉG, A MOSLEM MYSTIC OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. THIS IS ALWAYS THE CRY OF THE TEMPERAMENT WHICH LEANS TO A THEOLOGY OF IMMANENCE, ONCE ITS EYES ARE OPENED ON THE LIGHT. “GOD,” SAYS PLOTINUS, “IS NOT EXTERNAL TO ANYONE, BUT IS PRESENT WITH ALL THINGS, THOUGH THEY ARE IGNORANT THAT HE IS SO.” IN OTHER AND OLDER WORDS, “THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS WITHIN YOU.” THE ABSOLUTE WHOM ALL SEEK DOES NOT HOLD HIMSELF ALOOF FROM AN IMPERFECT MATERIAL UNIVERSE, BUT DWELLS WITHIN THE FLUX OF THINGS: STANDS AS IT WERE AT THE VERY THRESHOLD OF CONSCIOUSNESS AND KNOCKS AWAITING THE SELF’S SLOW DISCOVERY OF HER TREASURES. “HE IS NOT FAR FROM ANY ONE OF US, FOR IN HIM WE LIVE AND MOVE AND HAVE OUR BEING,” IS THE PURE DOCTRINE OF IMMANENCE: A DOCTRINE WHOSE TEACHERS ARE DRAWN FROM AMONGST THE SOULS WHICH REACT MORE EASILY TO THE TOUCH OF THE DIVINE THAN TO THE SENSE OF ALIENATION AND OF SIN, AND ARE NATURALLY INCLINED TO LOVE RATHER THAN TO AWE. UNLESS SAFEGUARDED BY LIMITING DOGMAS, THE THEORY OF IMMANENCE, TAKEN ALONE, IS NOTORIOUSLY APT TO DEGENERATE INTO PANTHEISM; AND INTO THOSE EXTRAVAGANT PERVERSIONS OF THE DOCTRINE OF “DEIFICATION” IN WHICH THE MYSTIC HOLDS HIS TRANSFIGURED SELF TO BE IDENTICAL WITH THE INDWELLING GOD. IT IS THE PHILOSOPHICAL BASIS OF THAT PRACTICE OF INTROVERSION, THE TURNING INWARD OF THE SOUL’S FACULTIES IN CONTEMPLATION, WHICH HAS BEEN THE “METHOD” OF THE GREAT PRACTICAL MYSTICS OF ALL CREEDS. THAT GOD, SINCE HE IS IN ALL—IN A SENSE, IS ALL—MAY MOST EASILY BE FOUND WITHIN OURSELVES, IS THE DOCTRINE OF THESE ADVENTURERS; WHO, DENYING OR IGNORING THE EXISTENCE OF THOSE INTERVENING “WORLDS” OR “PLANES” BETWEEN THE MATERIAL P. 100 WORLD AND THE ABSOLUTE, WHICH ARE POSTULATED BY THE THEORY OF EMANATIONS, CLAIM WITH RUYSBROECK THAT “BY A SIMPLE INTROSPECTION IN FRUITIVE LOVE” THEY “MEET GOD WITHOUT INTERMEDIARY.” THEY HEAR THE FATHER OF LIGHTS “SAYING ETERNALLY, WITHOUT INTERMEDIARY OR INTERRUPTION, IN THE MOST SECRET PART OF THE SPIRIT, THE ONE, UNIQUE, AND ABYSMAL WORD.” THIS DISCOVERY OF A “DIVINE” ESSENCE OR SUBSTANCE, DWELLING, AS RUYSBROECK SAYS, AT THE APEX OF MAN’S SOUL IS THAT FUNDAMENTAL EXPERIENCE—FOUND IN SOME FORM OR DEGREE IN ALL GENUINE MYSTICAL RELIGION—WHICH PROVIDES THE BASIS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT DOCTRINE OF THE INDWELLING SPIRIT. IT IS, VARIOUSLY INTERPRETED, THE “SPARK OF THE SOUL” OF ECKHART, THE “GROUND” OF TAULER, THE INWARD LIGHT OF THE QUAKERS, THE “DIVINE PRINCIPLE” OF SOME MODERN TRANSCENDENTALISTS; THE FOUNT AND SOURCE OF ALL TRUE LIFE. AT THIS POINT LOGICAL EXPOSITION FAILS MYSTIC AND THEOLOGIAN ALIKE. A TANGLE OF METAPHORS TAKES ITS PLACE. WE ARE FACE TO FACE WITH THE “WONDER OF WONDERS”—THAT MOST REAL, YET MOST MYSTERIOUS, OF ALL THE EXPERIENCES OF RELIGION, THE UNION OF HUMAN AND DIVINE, IN A NAMELESS SOMETHING WHICH IS “GREAT ENOUGH TO BE GOD, SMALL ENOUGH TO BE ME.” IN THE STRUGGLE TO DESCRIBE THIS EXPERIENCE, THE “SPARK OF THE SOUL,” THE POINT OF JUNCTURE, IS AT ONE MOMENT PRESENTED TO US AS THE DIVINE TO WHICH THE SELF ATTAINS: AT ANOTHER, AS THAT TRANSCENDENTAL ASPECT OF THE SELF WHICH IS IN CONTACT WITH GOD. ON EITHER HYPOTHESIS, IT IS HERE THAT THE MYSTIC ENCOUNTERS ABSOLUTE BEING. HERE IS HIS GUARANTEE OF GOD’S IMMEDIATE PRESENCE IN THE HUMAN HEART; AND, IF IN THE HUMAN HEART, THEN IN THAT UNIVERSE OF WHICH MAN’S SOUL RESUMES IN MINIATURE THE ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS. ACCORDING TO THE DOCTRINE OF IMMANENCE, CREATION, THE UNIVERSE, COULD WE SEE IT AS IT IS, WOULD BE PERCEIVED AS THE SELF-DEVELOPMENT, THE SELF-REVELATION OF THIS INDWELLING DEITY. THE WORLD IS NOT PROJECTED FROM THE ABSOLUTE, BUT IMMERSED IN GOD. “I UNDERSTOOD,” SAYS ST. TERESA, “HOW OUR LORD WAS IN ALL THINGS, AND HOW HE WAS IN THE SOUL: AND THE ILLUSTRATION OF A SPONGE FILLED WITH WATER WAS SUGGESTED TO ME.” THE WORLD-PROCESS, THEN, IS THE SLOW COMING TO FRUITION OF THAT DIVINE SPARK WHICH IS LATENT ALIKE IN THE COSMOS AND IN MAN. “IF,” SAYS BOEHME, “THOU CONCEIVE, A SMALL MINUTE CIRCLE, AS SMALL AS A GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED, YET THE HEART OF GOD IS WHOLLY AND PERFECTLY THEREIN: AND IF THOU ART BORN IN GOD, THEN THERE IS IN THYSELF (IN THE CIRCLE OF THY LIFE) THE WHOLE P. 101 HEART OF GOD UNDIVIDED.” THE IDEA OF IMMANENCE HAS SELDOM BEEN MORE BEAUTIFULLY EXPRESSED. IT IS WORTH NOTICING THAT BOTH THE THEOLOGICAL DOCTRINES OF REALITY WHICH HAVE BEEN ACCEPTABLE TO THE MYSTICS IMPLICITLY DECLARE, AS SCIENCE DOES, THAT THE UNIVERSE IS NOT STATIC BUT DYNAMIC; A WORLD OF BECOMING. ACCORDING TO THE DOCTRINE OF IMMANENCE THIS UNIVERSE IS FREE, SELF-CREATIVE. THE DIVINE ACTION FLOODS IT: NO PART IS MORE REMOVED FROM THE GOD-HEAD THAN ANY OTHER PART. “GOD,” SAYS ECKHART, “IS NEARER TO ME THAN I AM TO MYSELF; HE IS JUST AS NEAR TO WOOD AND STONE, BUT THEY DO NOT KNOW IT.” THESE TWO APPARENTLY CONTRADICTORY EXPLANATIONS OF THE INVISIBLE HAVE BOTH BEEN HELD, AND THAT IN THEIR EXTREME FORM, BY THE MYSTICS: WHO HAVE FOUND IN BOTH ADEQUATE, AND INDEED NECESSARY, DIAGRAMS BY WHICH TO SUGGEST SOMETHING OF THEIR RICH EXPERIENCE OF REALITY.  196 SOME OF THE LEAST LETTERED AND MOST INSPIRED AMONGST THEM—FOR INSTANCE, ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA, JULIAN OF NORWICH—AND SOME OF THE MOST LEARNED, AS DIONYSIUS THE AREOPAGITE AND MEISTER ECKHART, HAVE ACTUALLY USED IN THEIR RHAPSODIES LANGUAGE APPROPRIATE TO BOTH THE THEORIES OF EMANATION AND OF IMMANENCE. IT WOULD SEEM, THEN, THAT BOTH THESE THEORIES CONVEY A CERTAIN TRUTH; AND THAT IT IS THE BUSINESS OF A SOUND MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHY TO RECONCILE THEM. IT IS TOO OFTEN FORGOTTEN BY QUARRELSOME PARTISANS OF A CONCRETE TURN OF MIND THAT AT BEST ALL THESE TRANSCENDENTAL THEORIES ARE ONLY SYMBOLS, METHODS, DIAGRAMS; FEEBLY ATTEMPTING THE REPRESENTATION OF AN EXPERIENCE WHICH IN ITS FULLNESS IS ALWAYS THE SAME, AND OF WHICH THE DOMINANT CHARACTERISTIC IS INEFFABILITY. HENCE THEY INSIST WITH TIRESOME MONOTONY THAT DIONYSIUS MUST BE WRONG IF TAULER BE RIGHT: THAT IT IS ABSURD TO CALL YOURSELF THE FRIEND OF GOD IF UNKNOWABLENESS BE THAT GOD’S FIRST ATTRIBUTE: THAT PLATO’S PERFECT BEAUTY AND ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA’S ACCEPTER OF SACRIFICES CANNOT BE THE SAME: THAT THE “COURTEOUS AND DEAR-WORTHY LORD” WHO SAID TO LADY JULIAN, “MY DARLING, I AM GLAD THAT THOU ART COME TO ME, IN ALL THY WOE I HAVE EVER BEEN WITH THEE,” RULES OUT THE FORMLESS AND IMPERSONAL ONE OF PLOTINUS, THE “TRIPLE CIRCLE” OF SUSO AND DANTE. FINALLY, THAT IF GOD BE TRULY IMMANENT IN THE MATERIAL WORLD IT IS EITHER SIN OR FOLLY TO REFUSE THAT WORLD IN ORDER THAT WE MAY FIND HIM; AND IF INTROVERSION BE RIGHT, A PLAN OF THE UNIVERSE WHICH POSTULATES INTERVENING PLANES BETWEEN ABSOLUTE BEING AND THE PHENOMENAL WORLD MUST BE WRONG. NOW AS REGARDS THE MYSTICS, OF WHOM WE HOLD BOTH THESE P. 102 DOCTRINES, THESE WAYS OF SEEING TRUTH—FOR WHAT ELSE IS A DOCTRINE BUT THAT?—IT IS WELL TO REMIND OURSELVES THAT THEIR TEACHING ABOUT THE RELATION OF THE ABSOLUTE TO THE FINITE, OF GOD TO THE PHENOMENAL WORLD, MUST BE FOUNDED IN THE FIRST INSTANCE ON WHAT THEY KNOW BY EXPERIENCE OF THE RELATION BETWEEN THAT ABSOLUTE AND THE INDIVIDUAL SELF. THIS EXPERIENCE IS THE VALID PART OF MYSTICISM, THE THING WHICH GIVES TO IT ITS UNIQUE IMPORTANCE AMONGST SYSTEMS OF THOUGHT, THE ONLY SOURCE OF ITS KNOWLEDGE. EVERYTHING ELSE IS REALLY GUESSING AIDED BY ANALOGY. WHEN THEREFORE THE MYSTIC, APPLYING TO THE UNIVERSE WHAT HE KNOWS TO BE TRUE IN RESPECT OF HIS OWN SOUL, DESCRIBES DIVINE PERFECTION AS VERY FAR REMOVED FROM THE MATERIAL WORLD, YET LINKED WITH IT BY A GRADUATED SERIES OF “EMANATIONS”—STATES OR QUALITIES WHICH HAVE EACH OF THEM SOMETHING OF THE GODLIKE, THOUGH THEY BE NOT GOD—HE IS TRYING TO DESCRIBE THE NECESSARY LIFE-PROCESS WHICH HE HAS HIMSELF PASSED THROUGH IN THE COURSE OF HIS PURGATION AND SPIRITUAL ASCENT FROM THE STATE OF THE “NATURAL MAN” TO THAT OTHER STATE OF HARMONY WITH THE SPIRITUAL UNIVERSE, SOMETIMES CALLED “DEIFICATION,” IN WHICH HE IS ABLE TO CONTEMPLATE, AND UNITE WITH, THE DIVINE. WE HAVE IN THE “DIVINA COMMEDIA” A CLASSIC EXAMPLE OF SUCH A TWOFOLD VISION OF THE INNER AND THE OUTER WORLDS: FOR DANTE’S JOURNEY UP AND OUT TO THE EMPYREAN HEAVEN IS REALLY AN INWARD ALCHEMY, AN ORDERING AND TRANSMUTING OF HIS NATURE, A PURGING OF HIS SPIRITUAL SIGHT TILL—TRANSCENDING ALL DERIVED BEATITUDE—IT CAN LOOK FOR AN INSTANT ON THE BEING OF GOD [1ST JOHN 3:9]. THE MYSTIC ASSUMES—BECAUSE HE TENDS TO ASSUME AN ORDERLY BASIS FOR THINGS—THAT THERE IS A RELATION, AN ANALOGY, BETWEEN THIS MICROCOSM OF MAN’S SELF AND THE MACROCOSM OF THE WORLD-SELF. HENCE HIS EXPERIENCE, THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE INDIVIDUAL QUEST, APPEARS TO HIM GOOD EVIDENCE OF THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE INVISIBLE. SINCE HE MUST TRANSCEND HIS NATURAL LIFE IN ORDER TO ATTAIN CONSCIOUSNESS OF GOD, HE CONCEIVES OF GOD AS ESSENTIALLY TRANSCENDENT TO THE NATURAL WORLD. HIS DESCRIPTION OF THAT GEOGRAPHY, HOWEVER—OF HIS PATH IN A LAND WHERE THERE IS NO TIME AND SPACE, NO INNER AND NO OUTER, UP OR DOWN—WILL BE CONDITIONED BY HIS TEMPERAMENT, BY HIS POWERS OF OBSERVATION, BY THE METAPHOR WHICH COMES MOST READILY TO HIS HAND, ABOVE ALL BY HIS THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION. THE SO-CALLED JOURNEY ITSELF IS A PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE: THE PURGING AND PREPARATION OF THE SELF, ITS MOVEMENT TO HIGHER LEVELS OF CONSCIOUSNESS, ITS UNIFICATION WITH THAT MORE SPIRITUAL BUT NORMALLY UNCONSCIOUS SELF WHICH IS IN TOUCH WITH THE TRANSCENDENTAL ORDER, AND ITS GRADUAL OR ABRUPT ENTRANCE INTO UNION WITH THE REAL. SOMETIMES IT SEEMS TO THE SELF THAT THIS PERFORMANCE IS A RETREAT INWARDS TO THAT “GROUND OF THE SOUL” WHERE, AS ST. TERESA SAYS, “HIS MAJESTY AWAITS US”: SOMETIMES P. 103 A GOING FORTH FROM THE CONDITIONED TO THE UNCONDITIONED, THE “SUPERNATURAL FLIGHT” OF PLOTINUS AND DIONYSIUS THE AREOPAGITE. BOTH ARE BUT IMAGES UNDER WHICH THE SELF CONCEIVES THE PROCESS OF ATTAINING CONSCIOUS UNION WITH THAT GOD WHO IS “AT ONCE IMMANENT AND TRANSCENDENT IN RELATION TO THE SOUL WHICH SHARES HIS LIFE.” HE HAS GOT TO FIND GOD. SOMETIMES HIS TEMPERAMENT CAUSES HIM TO LAY MOST STRESS ON THE LENGTH OF THE SEARCH; SOMETIMES THE ABRUPT RAPTURE WHICH BRINGS IT TO A CLOSE MAKES HIM FORGET THAT PRELIMINARY PILGRIMAGE IN WHICH THE SOUL IS “NOT OUTWARD BOUND BUT RATHER ON A JOURNEY TO ITS CENTER.” THE HABITATIONS OF THE INTERIOR CASTLE THROUGH WHICH ST. TERESA LEADS US TO THAT HIDDEN CHAMBER WHICH IS THE SANCTUARY OF THE INDWELLING GOD: THE HIERARCHIES OF DIONYSIUS, ASCENDING FROM THE SELFLESS SERVICE OF THE ANGELS, PAST THE SERAPHS’ BURNING LOVE, TO THE GOD ENTHRONED ABOVE TIME AND SPACE: THE MYSTICAL PATHS OF THE KABALISTIC TREE OF LIFE WHICH LEAD FROM THE MATERIAL WORLD OF MALKUTH THROUGH THE UNIVERSES OF ACTION AND THOUGHT, BY MERCY, JUSTICE AND BEAUTY, TO THE SUPERNAL CROWN;  ALL THESE ARE DIFFERENT WAYS OF DESCRIBING THIS SAME PILGRIMAGE. AS EVERY ONE IS BORN A DISCIPLE OF EITHER PLATO OR ARISTOTLE, SO EVERY HUMAN SOUL LEAN’S, TO ONE OF THESE TWO WAYS OF APPREHENDING REALITY. THE ARTIST, THE POET, EVERY ONE WHO LOOKS WITH AWE AND RAPTURE ON CREATED THINGS, ACKNOWLEDGES IN THIS ACT THE IMMANENT GOD. THE ASCETIC, AND THAT INTELLECTUAL ASCETIC THE METAPHYSICIAN, TURNING FROM THE CREATED, DENYING THE SENSES IN ORDER TO FIND AFAR OFF THE UNCREATED, UNCONDITIONED SOURCE, IS REALLY—THOUGH OFTEN HE KNOWS IT NOT—OBEYING THAT PSYCHOLOGICAL LAW WHICH PRODUCED THE DOCTRINE OF EMANATIONS. A GOOD MAP THEN, A GOOD MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHY, WILL LEAVE ROOM FOR BOTH THESE WAYS OF INTERPRETING OUR EXPERIENCE. IT WILL MARK THE ROUTES BY WHICH MANY DIFFERENT TEMPERAMENTS CLAIM TO HAVE FOUND THEIR WAY TO THE SAME END. IT WILL ACKNOWLEDGE BOTH THE ASPECTS UNDER WHICH THE PATRIA SPLENDIDA TRUTH HAS APPEARED TO ITS LOVERS: THE ASPECTS WHICH HAVE CALLED FORTH THE THEORIES OF EMANATION AND IMMANENCE AND ARE ENSHRINED IN THE GREEK AND LATIN NAMES OF GOD. DEUS, WHOSE ROOT MEANS DAY, SHINING, THE TRANSCENDENT LIGHT; AND THEOS, WHOSE TRUE MEANING IS SUPREME DESIRE OR PRAYER—THE INWARD LOVE—DO NOT CONTRADICT, BUT COMPLETE EACH OTHER. THEY FORM, WHEN TAKEN TOGETHER, AN ALMOST PERFECT DEFINITION OF THAT GOD-HEAD WHICH IS THE OBJECT OF THE MYSTIC’S DESIRE: THE DIVINE LOVE WHICH, IMMANENT IN THE SOUL SPURS ON THAT SOUL TO UNION WITH THE TRANSCENDENT AND ABSOLUTE P. 104 LIGHT—AT ONCE THE SOURCE, THE GOAL, THE LIFE OF CREATED THINGS. THE TRUE MYSTIC—THE PERSON WITH A GENIUS FOR GOD—HARDLY NEEDS A MAP HIMSELF. HE STEERS A COMPASS COURSE ACROSS THE “VAST AND STORMY SEA OF THE DIVINE.” IT IS CHARACTERISTIC OF HIS INTELLECTUAL HUMILITY, HOWEVER, THAT HE IS COMMONLY WILLING TO USE THE MAP OF THE COMMUNITY IN WHICH HE FINDS HIMSELF, WHEN IT COMES TO SHOWING OTHER PEOPLE THE ROUTE WHICH HE HAS PURSUED. SOMETIMES THESE MAPS HAVE BEEN ADEQUATE. MORE, THEY HAVE ELUCIDATED THE OBSCURE WANDERINGS OF THE EXPLORER; HELPED HIM; GIVEN HIM LANDMARKS; WORKED OUT RIGHT. TIME AFTER TIME HE PUTS HIS FINGER ON SOME SPOT—SOME GREAT HILL OF VISION, SOME CITY OF THE SOUL—AND SAYS WITH CONVICTION, “HERE HAVE I BEEN.” AT OTHER TIMES THE MAPS HAVE EMBARRASSED HIM, HAVE REFUSED TO FIT IN WITH HIS DESCRIPTION. THEN HE HAS TRIED, AS BOEHME DID AND AFTER HIM BLAKE, TO MAKE NEW ONES. SUCH MAPS ARE OFTEN WILD IN DRAWING, BECAUSE GOOD DRAUGHTSMANSHIP DOES NOT NECESSARILY GO WITH A TALENT FOR EXPLORATION. DEPARTING FROM THE USUAL CONVENTION, THEY ARE HARD—SOMETIMES IMPOSSIBLE—TO UNDERSTAND. AS A RESULT, THE ORTHODOX HAVE BEEN FORCED TO REGARD THEIR MAKERS AS MADMEN OR HERETICS: WHEN THEY WERE REALLY ONLY PRACTICAL MEN STRUGGLING TO DISCLOSE GREAT MATTERS BY IMPERFECT MEANS. WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO INDIVIDUAL BELIEFS, AND WITHOUT OFFERING AN OPINION AS TO THE EXCLUSIVE TRUTH OF ANY ONE RELIGIOUS SYSTEM OR REVELATION—FOR HERE WE ARE CONCERNED NEITHER WITH CONTROVERSY NOR WITH APOLOGETICS—WE ARE BOUND TO ALLOW AS A HISTORICAL FACT THAT MYSTICISM, SO FAR, HAS FOUND ITS BEST MAP IN CHRISTIANITY. CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY, ESPECIALLY THAT NEOPLATONIC THEOLOGY WHICH, TAKING UP AND HARMONIZING ALL THAT WAS BEST IN THE SPIRITUAL INTUITIONS OF GREECE, INDIA, AND EGYPT, WAS DEVELOPED BY THE GREAT DOCTORS OF THE EARLY AND MEDIAEVAL CHURCH, SUPPORTS AND ELUCIDATES THE REVELATIONS OF THE INDIVIDUAL MYSTIC AS NO OTHER SYSTEM OF THOUGHT HAS BEEN ABLE TO DO. WE OWE TO THE GREAT FATHERS OF THE FIRST FIVE CENTURIES—TO CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA AND IRENAEUS, GREGORY OF NYSSA AND AUGUSTINE; ABOVE ALL TO DIONYSIUS THE AREOPAGITE, THE GREAT CHRISTIAN CONTEMPORARY OF PROCLUS—THE PRESERVATION OF THAT MIGHTY SYSTEM OF SCAFFOLDING WHICH ENABLED THE CATHOLIC MYSTICS TO BUILD UP THE TOWERS AND BULWARKS OF THE CITY OF GOD. THE PECULIAR VIRTUE OF THIS CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY, THAT WHICH MARKS ITS SUPERIORITY TO THE MORE COLDLY SELF-CONSISTENT SYSTEMS OF GREECE, IS THE FACT THAT IT, RE-STATES THE TRUTHS OF METAPHYSICS IN TERMS OF PERSONALITY: THUS, OFFERING A THIRD TERM, A “LIVING MEDIATOR” BETWEEN THE UNKNOWABLE GOD, THE UNCONDITIONED ABSOLUTE, AND THE CONDITIONED SELF. THIS WAS THE PRICELESS GIFT WHICH THE WISE MEN P. 105 RECEIVED IN RETURN FOR THEIR GOLD, FRANKINCENSE, AND MYRRH. THIS SOLVES THE PUZZLE WHICH ALL EXPLORERS OF THE SUPERSENSIBLE HAVE SOONER OR LATER TO FACE: COME SI CONVENNE L’IMAGO AL CERCHIO, THE RECONCILIATION OF INFINITE AND INTIMATE, BOTH KNOWN AND FELT, BUT NEITHER UNDERSTOOD. SUCH A THIRD TERM, SUCH A STEPPING-STONE, WAS ESSENTIAL IF MYSTICISM WERE EVER TO ATTAIN THAT ACTIVE UNION THAT FULLNESS OF LIFE WHICH IS ITS OBJECT, AND DEVELOP FROM A BLIND AND EGOISTIC RAPTURE INTO FRUITFUL AND SELF-FORGETTING LOVE. WHERE NON-CHRISTIAN MYSTICS, AS A RULE, HAVE MADE A FORCED CHOICE BETWEEN THE TWO GREAT DOGMATIC EXPRESSIONS OF THEIR EXPERIENCE, (A) THE LONG PILGRIMAGE TOWARDS A TRANSCENDENT AND UNCONDITIONED ABSOLUTE, (B) THE DISCOVERY OF THAT ABSOLUTE IN THE “GROUND” OR SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLE OF THE SELF; IT HAS BEEN POSSIBLE TO CHRISTIANITY, BY MEANS OF HER CENTRAL DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY, TO FIND ROOM FOR BOTH OF THEM AND TO EXHIBIT THEM AS THAT WHICH THEY ARE IN FACT—THE COMPLEMENTARY PARTS OF A WHOLE. EVEN DIONYSIUS, THE GODFATHER OF THE EMANATION DOCTRINE, COMBINES WITH HIS SCHEME OF DESCENDING HIERARCHIES THE DOGMA OF AN INDWELLING GOD: AND NO WRITER IS MORE CONSTANTLY QUOTED BY MEISTER ECKHART, WHO IS GENERALLY CONSIDERED TO HAVE PREACHED IMMANENCE IN ITS MOST EXTREME AND PANTHEISTIC FORM. FURTHER, THE CHRISTIAN ATMOSPHERE IS THE ONE IN WHICH THE INDIVIDUAL MYSTIC HAS MOST OFTEN BEEN ABLE TO DEVELOP HIS GENIUS IN A SANE AND FRUITFUL WAY; AND AN OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF THE GREAT EUROPEAN CONTEMPLATIVES HAVE BEEN CHRISTIANS OF A STRONG IMPASSIONED AND PERSONAL TYPE. THIS ALONE WOULD JUSTIFY US IN REGARDING IT AS EMBODYING, AT ANY RATE IN THE WEST, THE SUBSTANCE OF THE TRUE TRADITION: PROVIDING THE “PATH OF LEAST RESISTANCE” THROUGH WHICH THAT TRADITION FLOWS. THE VERY HERETICS OF CHRISTIANITY HAVE OFTEN OWED THEIR ATTRACTION ALMOST WHOLLY TO THE MYSTICAL ELEMENT IN THEIR TEACHINGS. THE GNOSTICS, THE FRATICELLI, THE BRETHREN OF THE FREE SPIRIT, THE QUIETISTS, THE QUAKERS, ARE INSTANCES OF THIS. IN OTHERS, IT WAS TO AN EXCESSIVE RELIANCE ON REASON WHEN DEALING WITH THE SUPRA-RATIONAL, AND A CORRESPONDING ABSENCE OF TRUST IN MYSTICAL INTUITION THAT HERESY WAS DUE. ARIUS AND PELAGIUS ARE HERETICS OF THIS TYPE. THE GREATEST MYSTICS, HOWEVER, HAVE NOT BEEN HERETICS BUT CATHOLIC SAINTS. IN CHRISTIANITY THE “NATURAL MYSTICISM” WHICH LIKE “NATURAL RELIGION,” IS LATENT IN HUMANITY, AND AT A CERTAIN POINT OF DEVELOPMENT BREAKS OUT IN EVERY RACE, CAME TO ITSELF; AND ATTRIBUTING FOR THE FIRST TIME TRUE AND DISTINCT PERSONALITY TO ITS OBJECT, BROUGHT INTO FOCUS THE CONFUSED AND UNCONDITIONED GOD WHICH NEOPLATONISM HAD CONSTRUCTED FROM THE ABSTRACT CONCEPTS OF PHILOSOPHY BLENDED WITH THE INTUITIONS OF INDIAN ECSTATIC’S, AND P. 106 MADE THE BASIS OF ITS MEDITATIONS ON THE REAL. IT IS A TRUISM THAT THE CHIEF CLAIM OF CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY ON OUR RESPECT DOES NOT LIE IN ITS EXCLUSIVENESS BUT IN ITS CATHOLICITY: IN THE FACT THAT IT FINDS TRUTH IN A HUNDRED DIFFERENT SYSTEMS, ACCEPTS AND ELUCIDATES GREEK, JEWISH, AND INDIAN THOUGHT, FUSES THEM IN A COHERENT THEOLOGY, AND SAYS TO SPECULATIVE THINKERS OF EVERY TIME AND PLACE, “WHOM THEREFORE YE IGNORANTLY WORSHIP, HIM DECLARE I UNTO YOU.” THE VOICE OF THAT TRUTH WHICH SPOKE ONCE FOR ALL ON CALVARY, AND THERE DECLARED THE GROUND PLAN OF THE UNIVERSE, WAS HEARD MORE OR LESS PERFECTLY BY ALL THE GREAT SEERS, THE INTUITIVE LEADERS OF MEN, THE POSSESSORS OF GENIUS FOR THE REAL. THERE ARE FEW OF THE CHRISTIAN NAMES OF GOD WHICH WERE NOT KNOWN TO THE TEACHERS OF ANTIQUITY. TO THE EGYPTIANS HE WAS THE SAVIOR, TO THE PLATONISTS THE GOOD, BEAUTIFUL AND TRUE, TO THE STOICS THE FATHER AND COMPANION. THE VERY WORDS OF THE FOURTH GOSPEL ARE ANTICIPATED BY CLEANTHES. HERACLEITUS KNEW THE ENERGIZING FIRE OF WHICH ST. BONAVENTURA AND MECHTHILD OF MAGDEBURG SPEAK. COUNTLESS MYSTICS, FROM ST. AUGUSTINE TO ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS, ECHO AGAIN AND AGAIN THE LANGUAGE OF PLOTINUS. IT IS TRUE THAT THE DIFFERENTIA WHICH MARK OFF CHRISTIANITY FROM ALL OTHER RELIGIONS ARE STRANGE AND POIGNANT: BUT THESE, VERY DIFFERENTIA MAKE OF IT THE MOST PERFECT OF SETTINGS FOR THE MYSTIC LIFE. ITS NOTE OF CLOSE INTIMACY, OF DIRECT AND PERSONAL CONTACT WITH A SPIRITUAL REALITY GIVEN HERE AND NOW—ITS ASTONISHING COMBINATION OF SPLENDOR AND SIMPLICITY, OF THE SACRAMENTAL AND TRANSCENDENT—ALL THESE THINGS MINISTER TO THE NEEDS OF THE MYSTICAL TYPE. HENCE THE CHRISTIAN SYSTEM, OR SOME COLORABLE IMITATION OF IT, HAS BEEN FOUND ESSENTIAL BY ALMOST ALL THE GREAT MYSTICS OF THE WEST. THEY ADOPT ITS NOMENCLATURE, EXPLAIN THEIR ADVENTURES BY THE HELP OF ITS CREED, IDENTIFY THEIR ABSOLUTE WITH THE CHRISTIAN GOD. AMONGST EUROPEAN MYSTICS THE MOST USUALLY QUOTED EXCEPTION TO THIS RULE IS BLAKE; YET IT IS CURIOUS TO NOTICE THAT THE MORE INSPIRED HIS UTTERANCE, THE MORE PASSIONATELY AND DOGMATICALLY CHRISTIAN EVEN THIS HATER OF THE CHURCHES BECOMES: “WE BEHOLD WHERE DEATH ETERNAL IS PUT OFF ETERNALLY. O LAMB ASSUME THE DARK SATANIC BODY IN THE VIRGIN’S WOMB! O LAMB DIVINE! IT CANNOT THEE ANNOY! O PITYING ONE THY PITY IS FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, AND THY REDEMPTION BEGINS ALREADY IN ETERNITY.” THIS IS THE DOCTRINE OF THE INCARNATION IN A NUTSHELL: HERE ST. THOMAS HIMSELF WOULD FIND LITTLE TO CORRECT. OF THE TWO FOLLOWING EXTRACTS FROM “JERUSALEM,” THE FIRST IS BUT A POET’S GLOSS ON P. 107 THE CATHOLIC’S CRY, “O FELIX CULPA!” THE SECOND IS AN ALMOST PERFECT EPITOME OF CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY AND ETHICS: “IF I WERE PURE, NEVER COULD I TASTE THE SWEETS OF THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. IF I WERE HOLY, I NEVER COULD BEHOLD THE TEARS OF LOVE...O MERCY! O DIVINE HUMANITY! O FORGIVENESS, O PITY AND COMPASSION! IF I WERE PURE, I SHOULD NEVER HAVE KNOWN THEE.” “WOULDST THOU LOVE ONE WHO NEVER DIED FOR THEE, OR EVER DIE FOR ONE WHO HAD NOT DIED FOR THEE? AND IF GOD DIES NOT FOR MAN, AND GIVETH NOT HIMSELF ETERNALLY FOR MAN, MAN COULD NOT EXIST, FOR MAN IS LOVE AS GOD IS LOVE. EVERY KINDNESS TO ANOTHER IS A LITTLE DEATH IN THE DIVINE IMAGE, NOR CAN MAN EXIST BUT BY BROTHERHOOD.” WHETHER THE DOGMAS OF CHRISTIANITY BE OR BE NOT ACCEPTED ON THE SCIENTIFIC AND HISTORICAL PLANE, THEN, THOSE DOGMAS ARE NECESSARY TO AN ADEQUATE DESCRIPTION OF MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE—AT LEAST, OF THE FULLY DEVELOPED DYNAMIC MYSTICISM OF THE WEST. WE MUST THEREFORE BE PREPARED IN READING THE WORKS OF THE CONTEMPLATIVES FOR MUCH STRICTLY DENOMINATIONAL LANGUAGE; AND SHALL BE WISE IF WE PREFACE THE ENCOUNTER BY SOME CONSIDERATION OF THIS LANGUAGE, AND OF ITS REAL MEANING FOR THOSE WHO USE AND BELIEVE IT. NO ONE NEEDS, I SUPPOSE, TO BE TOLD THAT THE TWO CHIEF FEATURES OF CHRISTIAN SCHEMATIC THEOLOGY ARE THE DOGMAS OF THE TRINITY AND THE INCARNATION. THEY CORRELATE AND EXPLAIN EACH OTHER: FORMING TOGETHER, FOR THE CHRISTIAN, THE “FINAL KEY” TO THE RIDDLE OF THE WORLD. THE HISTORY OF PRACTICAL AND INSTITUTIONAL CHRISTIANITY IS THE HISTORY OF THE ATTEMPT TO EXHIBIT THEIR MEANING IN SPACE AND TIME. THE HISTORY OF MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHY IS THE HISTORY—STILL INCOMPLETE—OF THE DEMONSTRATION OF THEIR MEANING IN ETERNITY. SOME FORM OF TRINITARIAN DOGMA IS FOUND TO BE ESSENTIAL, AS A METHOD OF DESCRIBING OBSERVED FACTS, THE MOMENT THAT MYSTICISM BEGINS EITHER (A) TO ANALYZE ITS OWN PSYCHOLOGICAL CONDITIONS, OR (B) TO PHILOSOPHIZE UPON ITS INTUITIVE EXPERIENCE OF GOD. IT MUST, THAT IS TO SAY, DIVIDE THE ASPECTS UNDER WHICH IT KNOWS THE GOD-HEAD, IF IT IS TO DEAL WITH THEM IN A FRUITFUL OR COMPREHENSIBLE WAY. THE UNCONDITIONED ONE, WHICH IS, FOR NEOPLATONIC AND CATHOLIC MYSTIC ALIKE, THE FINAL OBJECT OF THEIR QUEST, CANNOT OF ITSELF SATISFY THE DEEPEST INSTINCTS OF HUMANITY: FOR MAN IS AWARE THAT DIVERSITY IN UNITY IS A NECESSARY CONDITION IF PERFECTION OF CHARACTER IS TO BE EXPRESSED. THOUGH THE IDEA OF UNITY ALONE MAY SERVE TO DEFINE THE END—AND THOUGH THE MYSTICS RETURN TO IT AGAIN AND AGAIN AS A RELIEF FROM THAT “HERESY OF MULTIPLICITY” BY WHICH THEY ARE OPPRESSED—IT CANNOT BY ITSELF BE ADEQUATE TO THE DESCRIPTION OF THE ALL. P. 108 THE FIRST QUESTION, THEN, MUST BE—HOW MANY OF SUCH ASPECTS ARE NECESSARY TO A SATISFACTORY PRESENTMENT OF THE MYSTIC’S POSITION? HOW MANY FACES OF REALITY DOES HE SEE? WE OBSERVE THAT HIS EXPERIENCE INVOLVES AT LEAST A TWOFOLD APPREHENSION. (A) THAT HOLY SPIRIT WITHIN, THAT DIVINE LIFE BY WHICH HIS OWN LIFE IS TRANSFUSED AND UPHELD, AND OF WHICH HE BECOMES INCREASINGLY CONSCIOUS AS HIS EDUCATION PROCEEDS. (B) THAT TRANSCENDENT SPIRIT WITHOUT, THE “ABSOLUTE,” TOWARDS UNION WITH WHICH THE INDWELLING AND INCREASINGLY DOMINANT SPIRIT OF LOVE PRESSES THE DEVELOPING SOUL. IN HIS ECSTASY, IT SEEMS TO THE MYSTIC THAT THESE TWO EXPERIENCES OF GOD BECOME ONE. BUT IN THE ATTEMPT TO PHILOSOPHIZE ON HIS EXPERIENCES HE IS BOUND TO SEPARATE THEM. OVER AND OVER AGAIN THE MYSTICS AND THEIR CRITICS ACKNOWLEDGE, EXPLICITLY OR IMPLICITLY, THE NECESSITY OF THIS DISCRIMINATION FOR HUMAN THOUGHT. THUS, EVEN THE RIGID MONOTHEISM OF ISRAEL AND ISLAM CANNOT, IN THE HANDS OF THE KABALISTS AND THE SUFIS, GET AWAY FROM AN ESSENTIAL DUALISM IN THE MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE. ACCORDING TO THE ZOHAR “GOD IS CONSIDERED AS IMMANENT IN ALL THAT HAS BEEN CREATED OR EMANATED, AND YET IS TRANSCENDENT TO ALL.”  SO TOO THE SUFIS. GOD, THEY SAY, IS TO BE CONTEMPLATED (A) OUTWARDLY IN THE IMPERFECT BEAUTIES OF THE EARTH; (B) INWARDLY, BY MEDITATION. FURTHER, SINCE HE IS ONE, AND IN ALL THINGS, “TO CONCEIVE ONE’S SELF AS SEPARATE FROM GOD IS AN ERROR: YET ONLY WHEN ONE SEES ONESELF AS SEPARATE FROM GOD, CAN ONE REACH OUT TO GOD.” THUS DELACROIX, SPEAKING PURELY AS A PSYCHOLOGIST, AND DENYING TO THE MYSTICAL REVELATION—WHICH HE ATTRIBUTES EXCLUSIVELY TO THE NORMAL CONTENT OF THE SUBLIMINAL MIND—ANY TRANSCENDENTAL VALUE, WRITES WITH ENTIRE APPROVAL OF ST. TERESA, THAT SHE “SET UP EXTERNALLY TO HERSELF THE DEFINITE GOD OF THE HOLY BIBLE, AT THE SAME TIME AS SHE SET UP WITHIN HER SOUL THE CONFUSED GOD OF THE PSEUDO-AREOPAGITE: THE ONE OF NEOPLATONISM. THE FIRST IS HER GUARANTEE OF THE ORTHODOXY OF THE SECOND, AND PREVENTS HER FROM LOSING HERSELF IN AN INDISTINCTION WHICH IS NON-CHRISTIAN. THE CONFUSED GOD WITHIN IS HIGHLY DANGEROUS...ST. TERESA KNEW HOW TO AVOID THIS PERIL, AND, SERVED BY HER RICH SUBCONSCIOUS LIFE, BY THE EXALTATION OF HER MENTAL IMAGES, BY HER FACULTY OF SELF-DIVISION ON THE ONE HAND, ON THE OTHER BY HER RARE POWERS OF UNIFICATION, SHE REALIZED SIMULTANEOUSLY A DOUBLE STATE IN WHICH THE TWO GODS [THE TWO WAYS OF APPREHENDING GOD, TRANSCENDENCE AND IMMANENCE] WERE GUARANTEES OF EACH OTHER, MUTUALLY CONSOLIDATING AND ENRICHING ONE ANOTHER: SUCH IS THE INTELLECTUAL VISION OF THE TRINITY IN THE SEVENTH HABITATION.” P. 109 IT IS PROBABLE THAT ST. TERESA, CONFRONTED BY THIS ASTONISHING ANALYSIS, WOULD HAVE OBJECTED THAT HER TRINITY, UNLIKE THAT OF HER EULOGIST, CONSISTED OF THREE AND NOT TWO PERSONS. HIS LANGUAGE CONCERNING CONFUSED INTERIOR AND ORTHODOX EXTERIOR GODS WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE APPEARED TO HER DELICATE AND HONEST MIND BOTH CLUMSY AND UNTRUE: NOR COULD SHE HAVE ALLOWED THAT THE UNCONDITIONED ONE OF THE NEOPLATONISTS WAS AN ADEQUATE DESCRIPTION OF THE STRICTLY PERSONAL DIVINE MAJESTY, WHOM SHE FOUND ENTHRONED IN THE INMOST SANCTUARY OF THE CASTLE OF THE SOUL. WHAT ST. TERESA REALLY DID WAS TO ACTUALIZE IN HER OWN EXPERIENCE, APPREHEND IN THE “GROUND OF HER SOUL” BY MEANS OF HER EXTRAORDINARILY DEVELOPED TRANSCENDENTAL PERCEPTIONS, THE THREE DISTINCT AND PERSONAL ASPECTS OF THE GODHEAD WHICH ARE ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. FIRST, THE FATHER [STEPHEN], PURE TRANSCENDENT BEING, CREATIVE SOURCE AND ORIGIN OF ALL THAT IS: THE UNCONDITIONED AND UNKNOWABLE ONE OF THE NEOPLATONISTS: WHO IS “NEITHER THIS NOR THAT” AND MUST BE CONCEIVED, PACE M. DELACROIX, AS UTTERLY TRANSCENDENT TO THE SUBJECT RATHER THAN “SET UP WITHIN THE SOUL.” SECONDLY, IN THE PERSON OF CHRIST, ST. TERESA ISOLATED AND DISTINGUISHED THE LOGOS OR CREATIVE WORD; THE EXPRESSION, OR OUT-BIRTH, OF THE FATHER’S [STEPHEN’S] THOUGHT. HERE IS THE POINT AT WHICH THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE FIRST BECOMES APPREHENSIBLE BY THE SPIRIT OF MAN; THAT MEDIATING PRINCIPLE “RAISED UP BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH” WHICH IS AT ONCE THE MIRROR OF PURE BEING AND THE LIGHT OF A FINITE WORLD. THE SECOND PERSON OF THE CHRISTIAN TRINITY IS FOR THE BELIEVER NOT ONLY THE BRIGHTNESS OR EXPRESS IMAGE OF DEITY, BUT ALSO THE PERSONAL, INEXHAUSTIBLE, AND RESPONSIVE FOUNT OF ALL LIFE AND OBJECT OF ALL LOVE: WHO, BECAUSE OF HIS TAKING UP (IN THE INCARNATION) OF HUMANITY INTO THE GOD-HEAD, HAS BECOME THE BRIDGE BETWEEN FINITE AND INFINITE, BETWEEN THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE ABSOLUTE LIFE, AND HENCE IN MYSTIC LANGUAGE THE “TRUE BRIDEGROOM” OF EVERY HUMAN SOUL. THIRDLY, SHE RECOGNIZED WITHIN HERSELF THE GERM OF THAT ABSOLUTE LIFE, THE INDWELLING SPIRIT WHICH IS THE SOURCE OF MAN’S TRANSCENDENTAL CONSCIOUSNESS AND HIS LINK WITH THE BEING OF GOD. THAT IS TO SAY, THE HOLY SPIRIT OF DIVINE LOVE, THE REAL DESIROUS SEEKING FOR THE REAL DESIRED, WITHOUT WHOSE PRESENCE ANY KNOWLEDGE OF OR COMMUNION WITH GOD ON MAN’S PART WOULD BE INCONCEIVABLE. IN THE SUPREME VISION OF THE TRINITY WHICH WAS VOUCHSAFED TO ST. TERESA IN THE SEVENTH HABITATION OF THE SOUL, THESE THREE ASPECTS BECAME FUSED IN ONE. IN THE DEEPEST RECESSES OF HER SPIRIT, IN THAT ABYSS WHERE SELFHOOD CEASES TO HAVE MEANING, AND THE INDIVIDUAL SOUL TOUCHES THE LIFE OF THE ALL, DISTINCTION VANISHED AND SHE “SAW GOD IN A POINT.” SUCH AN EXPERIENCE, SUCH AN INTUITION OF SIMPLE AND UNDIFFERENTIATED GODHEAD—THE UNITY—BEYOND P. 110 THOSE THREE CENTERS OF DIVINE CONSCIOUSNESS WHICH WE CALL THE TRINITY OF PERSONS, IS HIGHLY CHARACTERISTIC OF MYSTICISM. THE GERMAN MYSTICS—TEMPERAMENTALLY MILES ASUNDER FROM ST. TERESA—DESCRIBED IT AS THE ATTAINMENT OF THE “STILL WILDERNESS” OR “LONELY DESERT OF DEITY”: THE LIMITLESS DIVINE ABYSS, IMPERSONAL, INDESCRIBABLE, FOR EVER HID IN THE CLOUD OF UNKNOWING, AND YET THE TRUE COUNTRY OF THE SOUL. THESE STATEMENTS, WHICH APPEAR WHEN THUS LAID DOWN TO BE HOPELESSLY ACADEMIC, VIOLENTLY DIVORCED FROM LIFE, WERE NOT FOR ST. TERESA OR ANY OTHER CHRISTIAN MYSTIC ABSTRACT PROPOSITIONS; BUT ATTEMPTS TOWARDS THE DESCRIPTION OF FIRST-HAND EXPERIENCE. “BY SOME MYSTERIOUS MANIFESTATION OF THE TRUTH,” SHE SAYS, “THE THREE PERSONS OF THE MOST BLESSED TRINITY REVEAL THEMSELVES, PRECEDED BY AN ILLUMINATION WHICH SHINES ON THE SPIRIT LIKE A MOST DAZZLING CLOUD OF LIGHT. THE THREE PERSONS ARE DISTINCT FROM ONE ANOTHER; A SUBLIME KNOWLEDGE IS INFUSED INTO THE SOUL, IMBUING IT WITH A CERTAINTY OF THE TRUTH THAT THE THREE ARE OF ONE SUBSTANCE, POWER, AND KNOWLEDGE, AND ARE ONE GOD. THUS, THAT WHICH WE HOLD AS A DOCTRINE OF FAITH, THE SOUL NOW, SO TO SPEAK, UNDERSTANDS BY SIGHT, THOUGH IT BEHOLDS THE BLESSED TRINITY NEITHER BY THE EYES OF THE BODY NOR OF THE SOUL, THIS BEING NO IMAGINARY VISION. ALL THE THREE PERSONS HERE COMMUNICATE THEMSELVES TO THE SOUL, SPEAK TO IT, AND MAKE IT UNDERSTAND THE WORDS OF OUR LORD IN THE GOSPEL, THAT HE AND THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE HOLY GHOST WILL COME AND MAKE THEIR ABODE WITH THE SOUL WHICH LOVES HIM AND KEEPS HIS COMMANDMENTS. O MY GOD, HOW DIFFERENT FROM MERELY HEARING AND BELIEVING THESE WORDS IS IT TO REALIZE THEIR TRUTH IN THIS WAY! DAY BY DAY A GROWING ASTONISHMENT TAKES POSSESSION OF THIS SOUL, FOR THE THREE PERSONS OF THE BLESSED TRINITY SEEM NEVER TO DEPART; THAT THEY DWELL FAR WITHIN ITS OWN CENTER AND DEPTHS; THOUGH FOR WANT OF LEARNING IT CANNOT DESCRIBE HOW, IT IS CONSCIOUS OF THE INDWELLING OF THESE DIVINE COMPANIONS.” MYSTICAL WRITERS CONSTANTLY REMIND US THAT LIFE AS PERCEIVED BY THE HUMAN MINDS SHOWS AN INVETERATE TENDENCY TO ARRANGE ITSELF IN TRIADS: THAT IF THEY PROCLAIM THE NUMBER THREE IN THE HEAVENS, THEY CAN ALSO POINT TO IT AS DOMINATING EVERYWHERE UPON THE EARTH. HERE CHRISTIANITY DID BUT GIVE FORM TO A DEEP INSTINCT OF THE HUMAN MIND: AN INSTINCT WHICH MADE PYTHAGORAS CALL THREE THE NUMBER OF GOD, BECAUSE BEGINNING, MIDDLE, AND END WERE CONTAINED THEREIN. THUS, TO HINDU THOUGHT THE ABSOLUTE GOD-HEAD WAS UNKNOWABLE, BUT HE DISCLOSED THREE FACES TO MAN—BRAHMA THE P. 111 CREATOR, SHIVA THE DESTROYER, KRISHNA THE REPAIRER—AND THESE THREE WERE ONE. SO TOO THE NEOPLATONISTS DISTINGUISHED THREE WORLDS; THE SENSIBLE OR PHENOMENAL, THE RATIONAL OR INTELLECTUAL, THE INTELLIGIBLE OR SPIRITUAL; AND THREE ASPECTS OF GOD—THE UNCONDITIONED ABSOLUTE, THE LOGOS OR ARTIFICER, AND THE DIVINE ESSENCE OR SOUL OF THE WORLD WHICH IS BOTH ABSOLUTE AND CREATED. PERHAPS WE HAVE IN SUCH TRIADS A FIRST SKETCH OF THE CHRISTIAN TRINITY; THOUGH FALLING FAR SHORT OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF MAN’S SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE. THE DRY BONES AWAIT THE BREATH OF MORE ABUNDANT LIFE. CORRESPONDING WITH THIS DIAGRAM OF GOD’S NATURE THE PLATONISTS SEE ALSO THREE GRADES OF BEAUTY; THE CORPOREAL, THE SPIRITUAL, AND THE DIVINE. MAN, THAT “THING OF THREES,” OF BODY, SOUL AND SPIRIT, OF UNDERSTANDING, MEMORY AND WILL, FOLLOWS IN HIS PATH TOWARDS UNITY THE THREEFOLD WAY: FOR “OUR SOUL,” SAYS LADY JULIAN, “IS MADE-TRINITY LIKE TO THE UNMADE BLISSFUL TRINITY, KNOWN AND LOVED FROM WITHOUT BEGINNING, AND IN THE MAKING ONED TO THE MAKER.” WE STILL TEND TO ANALYZE OUR PSYCHIC LIFE INTO EMOTIONAL, VOLITIONAL, AND INTELLECTUAL ELEMENTS. EVEN THE SUBJECT AND OBJECT IMPLIED IN EVERY EXPERIENCE REQUIRED A THIRD TERM, THE RELATION BETWEEN THEM, WITHOUT WHICH NO THOUGHT CAN BE COMPLETE. THUS, THE VERY PRINCIPLE OF ANALOGY IMPOSES UPON MAN A TRINITARIAN DEFINITION OF REALITY AS THE ONE WITH WHICH HIS MIND IS BEST ABLE TO COPE. IT IS EASY FOR THE HURRIED RATIONALIST TO DEMONSTRATE THE ABSURDITY OF THIS FACT BUT HE WILL FIND IT A VERY DIFFERENT MATTER WHEN IT COMES TO DISPROVING IT. “I COULD WISH,” SAYS ST. AUGUSTINE, “THAT MEN WOULD CONSIDER THESE THREE THINGS THAT ARE IN THEMSELVES...TO BE, TO KNOW, AND TO WILL. FOR I AM, AND I KNOW, AND I WILL, I AM KNOWING AND WILLING, AND I KNOW MYSELF TO BE AND TO WILL; AND I WILL TO BE AND TO KNOW. IN THESE THREE THEREFORE LET HIM WHO CAN, SEE HOW INSEPARABLE A LIFE THERE IS—EVEN ONE LIFE, ONE MIND, ONE ESSENCE: FINALLY, HOW INSEPARABLE IS THE DISTINCTION, AND YET A DISTINCTION. SURELY A MAN HATH IT BEFORE HIM: LET HIM LOOK INTO HIMSELF AND SEE AND TELL ME. BUT WHEN HE DISCOVERS AND CAN SEE ANYTHING OF THESE, LET HIM NOT THINK THAT HE HAS DISCOVERED THAT WHICH IS ABOVE THESE UNCHANGEABLE: WHICH IS UNCHANGEABLY AND KNOWS UNCHANGEABLY AND WILLS UNCHANGEABLY.”  IN A WELL-KNOWN PASSAGE, JULIAN OF NORWICH TELLS US HOW SHE P. 112 SAW THE TRINITY OF THE DIVINE NATURE SHINING IN THE PHENOMENAL AS WELL AS IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. “HE SHOWED ME,” SHE SAYS, “A LITTLE THING, THE QUANTITY OF A HAZEL NUT, IN THE PALM OF MY HAND; AND IT WAS AS ROUND AS A BALL. I LOOKED THEREUPON WITH THE EYE OF MY UNDERSTANDING, AND THOUGHT, WHAT MAY THIS BE? AND IT WAS ANSWERED GENERALLY THUS: IT IS ALL THAT IS MADE...IN THIS LITTLE THING I SAW THREE PROPERTIES. THE FIRST IS THAT GOD MADE IT, THE SECOND IS THAT GOD LOVETH IT, THE THIRD IS THAT GOD KEEPS IT. BUT WHAT IS TO ME VERILY THE MAKER, THE KEEPER, AND THE LOVER, I CANNOT TELL.”  JULIAN, A SIMPLE AND DEEPLY HUMAN ENGLISHWOMAN OF MIDDLE AGE DWELLING ALONE IN HER CHURCHYARD CELL, MIGHT WELL BE CALLED THE POET OF THE TRINITY. SHE TREATS THIS AUSTERE AND SUBTLE DOGMA—OF WHICH THE MEDIAEVAL MYSTICS WRITE WITH A PASSION LITTLE UNDERSTOOD BY THOSE WHO LOOK UPON IT AS “ORTHODOXY REDUCED TO MATHEMATICS”—WITH AN INTIMACY AND VIGOR WHICH CARRY WITH THEM A CONVICTION OF HER OWN DIRECT AND PERSONAL APPREHENSION OF THE THEOLOGICAL TRUTH SHE STRUGGLES TO DESCRIBE. “I BEHELD,” SHE SAYS OF A VISION WHICH IS CLOSE TO THAT OF ST. TERESA IN THE “SEVENTH HABITATION OF THE SOUL,” AND MORE LUCIDLY IF LESS SPLENDIDLY EXPRESSED, “THE WORKING OF ALL THE BLESSED TRINITY: IN WHICH BEHOLDING, I SAW AND UNDERSTOOD THESE THREE PROPERTIES: THE PROPERTY OF THE FATHERHOOD, THE PROPERTY OF THE MOTHERHOOD, AND THE PROPERTY OF THE LORD-HOOD, IN ONE GOD. IN OUR FATHER ALMIGHTY WE HAVE OUR KEEPING AND OUR BLISS AS ANENT OUR NATURAL SUBSTANCE, WHICH IS TO US BY OUR MAKING, WITHOUT BEGINNING. AND IN THE SECOND PERSON IN WIT AND WISDOM WE HAVE OUR KEEPING AS ANENT OUR SENSE-SOUL: OUR RESTORING AND OUR SAVING; FOR HE IS OUR MOTHER, BROTHER, AND SAVIOR. AND IN OUR GOOD LORD, THE HOLY GHOST, WE HAVE OUR REWARDING AND OUR MEED-GIVING FOR OUR LIVING AND OUR TRAVAIL, AND ENDLESS OVERPASSING OF ALL THAT WE DESIRE, IN HIS MARVELOUS COURTESY OF HIS HIGH PLENTEOUS GRACE. FOR ALL OUR LIFE IS IN THREE: IN THE FIRST WE HAVE OUR BEING, IN THE SECOND WE HAVE OUR INCREASING, AND IN THE THIRD WE HAVE OUR FULFILLING; THE FIRST IS NATURE, THE SECOND IS MERCY, AND THE THIRD IS GRACE...THE HIGH MIGHT OF THE TRINITY IS OUR FATHER [STEPHEN], AND THE DEEP WISDOM OF THE TRINITY IS OUR MOTHER [VICTORIA], AND THE GREAT [SEXLESS] LOVE OF THE TRINITY IS OUR LORD: AND ALL THIS WE HAVE IN NATURE AND IN OUR SUBSTANTIAL MAKING.” AGAIN, IN A PASSAGE OF EXQUISITE TENDERNESS, “AS VERILY AS GOD P. 113 IS OUR FATHER [STEPHEN], SO VERILY GOD IS OUR MOTHER [VICTORIA]; AND THAT SHEWED HE IN ALL [HER REVELATIONS] AND ESPECIALLY IN THESE SWEET WORDS WHERE HE SAITH: I IT AM. THAT IS TO SAY, I IT, AM, THE MIGHT AND THE GOODNESS OF THE FATHERHOOD; I IT, AM, THE WISDOM OF THE MOTHERHOOD, I IT, AM THE LIGHT AND THE GRACE THAT IS ALL BLESSED LOVE. I IT, AM THE TRINITY, I IT, AM, THE UNITY: I AM THE SOVEREIGN GOODNESS OF ALL MANNER OF THINGS. I AM THAT MAKES THEE TO LOVE. I AM THAT MAKES THEE TO LONG: I IT, AM, THE ENDLESS FULFILLING OF ALL TRUE DESIRES.” SO, CHRISTOPHER HERVEY “THE WHOLE WORLD ROUND IS NOT ENOUGH TO FILL THE HEART’S THREE CORNERS, BUT IT CRAVES STILL. ONLY THE TRINITY THAT MADE IT CAN SUFFICE THE VAST TRIANGLE, HEART OF MAN.” ANY ATTEMPT TOWARDS A DEFINITION OF GOD WHICH DOES NOT ACCOUNT FOR AND ACKNOWLEDGE THESE THREE ASPECTS IS FOUND IN EXPERIENCE TO BE INCOMPLETE. THEY PROVIDE OBJECTIVES FOR THE HEART, THE INTELLECT, AND THE WILL: FOR THEY OFFER TO THE SELF MATERIAL FOR ITS HIGHEST LOVE, ITS DEEPEST THOUGHT, ITS ACT OF SUPREME VOLITION. UNDER THE FAMILIAR PLATONIC TERMS OF GOODNESS, TRUTH, AND BEAUTY, THEY REPRESENT THE DIVINE SOURCE AND END OF ETHICS, SCIENCE, AND ART, THE THREE SUPREME ACTIVITIES OF MAN. THUS, THE IDEALS OF ARTIST, STUDENT, AND PHILANTHROPIST, WHO ALL SEEK UNDER DIFFERENT MODES THE SAME REALITY, ARE GATHERED UP IN THE MYSTIC’S ONE; AS THE PILGRIMAGE OF THE THREE KINGS ENDED IN THE FINDING OF ONE STAR “WHAT IS GOD?” SAYS ST. BERNARD. “LENGTH, BREADTH, HEIGHT, AND DEPTH. ‘WHAT,’ YOU SAY, ‘YOU DO AFTER ALL PROFESS TO BELIEVE IN THE FOURFOLD GOD-HEAD WHICH WAS AN ABOMINATION TO YOU?’ NOT IN THE LEAST...GOD IS DESIGNATED ONE TO SUIT OUR COMPREHENSION, NOT TO DESCRIBE HIS CHARACTER. HIS CHARACTER IS CAPABLE OF DIVISION, HE HIMSELF IS NOT. THE WORDS ARE DIFFERENT, THE PATHS ARE MANY, BUT ONE THING IS SIGNIFIED; THE PATHS LEAD TO ONE PERSON.” ALL POSSIBLE WAYS OF CONCEIVING THIS ONE PERSON IN HIS LIVING RICHNESS ARE FOUND IN THE END TO RANGE THEMSELVES UNDER THREE HEADS. HE IS “ABOVE ALL AND THROUGH ALL AND IN YOU ALL,” SAID ST. PAUL, ANTICIPATING THE COUNCILS IN A FLASH OF MYSTIC INTUITION AND GIVING TO THE INFANT CHURCH THE SHORTEST AND MOST PERFECT DEFINITION OF ITS TRIUNE GOD. BEING, WHICH IS ABOVE ALL, MANIFESTS ITSELF AS BECOMING; AS THE DYNAMIC OMNIPRESENT WORD OF LIFE. THE DIVINE LOVE IMMANENT IN THE HEART AND IN THE WORLD COMES FORTH FROM, AND RETURNS TO, THE ABSOLUTE ONE. “THOU, MY GOD, WHO ART P. 114 LOVE,” SAYS NICOLAS OF CUSA, “ART LOVE THAT LOVETH, AND LOVE THAT IS LOVEABLE, AND LOVE THAT IS THE BOND BETWEEN THESE, TWAIN.” THUS, IS COMPLETED “THE ETERNAL CIRCLE FROM GOODNESS, THROUGH GOODNESS, TO GOODNESS.” IT IS TRUE THAT TO THESE FUNDAMENTAL RESPECTS OF THE PERCEIVED GOD-HEAD—THAT BEING, BECOMING, AND DESIRE WHERETO THE WORLDS KEEP TIME—THE MYSTICS HAVE GIVEN MANY AND VARIOUS NAMES; FOR THEY HAVE SOMETHING OF THE FREEDOM OF TRUE INTIMATES IN TREATING OF THE REALITY WHICH THEY LOVE. IN PARTICULAR, THOSE SYMBOLS OF THE ABSOLUTE WHICH ARE DRAWN FROM THE GREAT AND FORMLESS FORCES OF THE UNIVERSE, RATHER THAN FROM THE ORTHODOX BUT NECESSARILY ANTHROPOMORPHIC IMAGERY OF HUMAN RELATIONSHIP, HAVE ALWAYS APPEALED TO THEM. THEIR INTENSE APPREHENSION OF SPIRIT SEEMS TO FIND FREER AND MORE ADEQUATE EXPRESSION IN SUCH TERMS, THAN IN THOSE IN WHICH THE NOTION OF SPACE IS INVOLVED, OR WHICH SUGGEST A CONCRETE PICTURE TO THE MIND. THOUGH THEY KNOW AS WELL AS THE PHILOSOPHERS THAT “THERE MUST ALWAYS HE SOMETHING SYMBOLIC IN OUR WAY OF EXPRESSING THE SPIRITUAL LIFE,” SINCE “THAT UNFATHOMABLE INFINITE WHOSE SPIRITUAL CHARACTER IS FIRST RECOGNIZED IN OUR HUMAN EXPERIENCE, CAN NEVER REVEAL ITSELF FULLY AND FREELY UNDER THE LIMITATIONS OF OUR EARTHLY EXISTENCE”; YET THEY EVER SEEK, LIKE THE ARTISTS THEY ARE, SOME NEW AND VITAL IMAGE WHICH IS NOT YET PART OF THE DEBASED CURRENCY OF FORMAL RELIGION, AND CONSERVES ITS ORIGINAL POWER OF STINGING THE IMAGINATION TO MORE VIVID LIFE. THUS “THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN,” SAYS LAW, “STANDS IN THIS THREEFOLD LIFE, WHERE THREE ARE ONE, BECAUSE IT IS A MANIFESTATION OF THE DEITY, WHICH IS THREE AND ONE; THE FATHER HAS HIS DISTINCT MANIFESTATION IN THE FIRE, WHICH IS ALWAYS GENERATING THE LIGHT; THE SON HAS HIS DISTINCT MANIFESTATION IN THE LIGHT, WHICH IS ALWAYS GENERATED FROM THE FIRE; THE HOLY GHOST HAS HIS MANIFESTATION IN THE SPIRIT, THAT ALWAYS PROCEEDS FROM BOTH, AND IS ALWAYS UNITED WITH THEM. IT IS THIS ETERNAL UNBEGINNING TRINITY IN UNITY OF FIRE, LIGHT, AND SPIRIT, THAT CONSTITUTES ETERNAL NATURE, THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM, THE DIVINE LIFE, THE BEATIFIC VISIBILITY, THE MAJESTIC GLORY AND PRESENCE OF GOD. THROUGH THIS KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, OR ETERNAL NATURE, IS THE INVISIBLE GOD, THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE TRINITY, ETERNALLY BREAKING FORTH AND MANIFESTING ITSELF IN A BOUNDLESS HEIGHT AND DEPTH OF BLISSFUL WONDERS, OPENING AND DISPLAYING ITSELF TO ALL ITS CREATURES AS IN AN INFINITE VARIATION AND ENDLESS MULTIPLICITY OF ITS POWERS, BEAUTIES, JOYS, AND GLORIES.” P. 115 PERHAPS AN EASIER, BETTER, MORE BEAUTIFUL EXAMPLE OF THESE ABSTRACT SYMBOLS OF THE TRINITY THAN LAW’S FIRE, LIGHT, AND SPIRIT IS THAT OF LIGHT, LIFE, AND LOVE: A THREEFOLD PICTURE OF THE REAL WHICH IS CONSTANTLY DWELT UPON AND ELABORATED BY THE CHRISTIAN MYSTICS. TRANSCENDENT LIGHT, INTANGIBLE BUT UNESCAPABLE, EVER EMANATING ITS SPLENDOR THROUGH THE UNIVERSE: INDWELLING, UN-RESTING, AND ENERGIZING LIFE: DESIROUS AND DIRECTIVE LOVE—THESE ARE CARDINAL ASPECTS OF REALITY TO WHICH THEY RETURN AGAIN AND AGAIN IN THEIR EFFORTS TO FIND WORDS WHICH WILL EXPRESS SOMETHING OF THE INEXPRESSIBLE TRUTH. 
(A) LIGHT, INEFFABLE AND UNCREATED, THE PERFECT SYMBOL OF PURE UNDIFFERENTIATED BEING: ABOVE THE INTELLECT, AS ST. AUGUSTINE REMINDS US, BUT KNOWN TO HIM WHO LOVES. THIS UNCREATED LIGHT IS THE “DEEP YET DAZZLING DARKNESS” OF THE DIONYSIAN SCHOOL, “DARK FROM ITS SURPASSING BRIGHTNESS . . . AS THE SHINING OF THE SUN ON HIS COURSE IS AS DARKNESS TO WEAK EYES.” IT IS ST. HILDEGARDE’S LUX VIVENS, DANTE’S SOMMA LUCE, WHEREIN HE SAW MULTIPLICITY IN UNITY, THE INGATHERED LEAVES OF ALL THE UNIVERSE: THE ETERNAL FATHER [STEPHEN], OR FOUNT OF THINGS. “FOR WELL WE KNOW,” SAYS RUYSBROECK “THAT THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER IS OUR GROUND AND ORIGIN, WHEREIN OUR LIFE AND BEING IS BEGUN.” 
(B) LIFE, THE SON, HIDDEN STEERSMAN OF THE UNIVERSE, THE LOGOS, FIRE, OR COSMIC SOUL OF THINGS. THIS OUT-BIRTH OR CONCEPT OF THE FATHER’S MIND, WHICH HE POSSESSES WITHIN HIMSELF, AS BATTISTA VERNAZZA WAS TOLD IN HER ECSTASY, IS THAT WORD OF CREATION WHICH SINCE IT IS ALIVE AND INFINITE, NO FORMULA CAN CONTAIN. THE WORD ETERNALLY “SPOKEN” OR GENERATED BY THE TRANSCENDENT LIGHT. “THIS IS WHY,” SAYS RUYSBROECK AGAIN, “ALL THAT LIVES IN THE FATHER UNMANIFESTED IN THE UNITY, IS ALSO IN THE SON ACTIVELY POURED FORTH IN MANIFESTATION.” THIS LIFE, THEN, IS THE FLAWLESS EXPRESSION OR CHARACTER OF THE FATHER, SAPIENTIA PATRIS. IT IS AT ONCE THE PERSONAL AND ADORABLE COMRADE OF THE MYSTIC’S ADVENTURE AND THE INMOST PRINCIPLE, THE SUSTAINING POWER, OF A DYNAMIC UNIVERSE; FOR THAT WHICH INTELLECT DEFINES AS THE LOGOS OR CREATIVE SPIRIT, CONTEMPLATIVE LOVE KNOWS AS WONDERFUL, COUNSELLOR, AND PRINCE OF PEACE. SINCE CHRIST, FOR THE CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHER, IS DIVINE LIFE ITSELF—THE DRAMA OF CHRISTIANITY EXPRESSING THIS FACT AND ITS IMPLICATIONS “IN A POINT”—IT FOLLOWS THAT HIS ACTIVE SPIRIT IS TO BE DISCERNED, NOT SYMBOLICALLY, BUT IN THE MOST VERITABLE SENSE, IN THE ECSTATIC AND ABOUNDING LIFE OF THE WORLD. IN THE RAPTUROUS VITALITY P. 116 OF THE BIRDS, IN THEIR SPLENDID GLANCING FLIGHT: IN THE SWELLING OF BUDS AND THE SACRIFICIAL BEAUTY OF THE FLOWERS: IN THE GREAT AND SOLEMN RHYTHMS OF THE SEA—THERE IS SOMEWHAT OF BETHLEHEM IN ALL THESE THINGS, SOMEWHAT TOO OF CALVARY IN THEIR SELF-GIVING PAINS. IT WAS THIS RE-DISCOVERY OF NATURE’S CHRISTLINESS WHICH BLAKE DESIRED SO PASSIONATELY WHEN HE SANG “I WILL NOT CEASE FROM MENTAL FIGHT, NOR SHALL MY SWORD SLEEP IN MY HAND TILL WE HAVE BUILT JERUSALEM IN ENGLAND’S GREEN AND PLEASANT LAND.” HERE THEN IT IS, ON THIS PINNACLE OF FAITH, AT THE UTMOST BOUNDARIES OF HUMAN SPEECH, THAT MYSTICAL THEOLOGY SUDDENLY SHOWS HERSELF—NOT AS THE PUZZLE-HEADED CONSTRUCTOR OF IMPOSSIBLE CREEDS, BUT AS ACCEPTING AND TRANSMUTING TO A MORE RADIANT LIFE THOSE TWO PROFOUND BUT APPARENTLY CONTRADICTORY METAPHYSICAL DEFINITIONS OF REALITY WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY DISCUSSED. ETERNAL BECOMING, GOD IMMANENT AND DYNAMIC, STRIVING WITH AND IN HIS WORLD: THE UNRESTING “FLUX OF THINGS” OF HERACLEITUS, THE CRYING ALOUD OF THAT WORD “WHICH IS THROUGH ALL THINGS EVERLASTINGLY”—THE EVOLUTIONARY WORLD-PROCESS BELOVED OF MODERN PHILOSOPHERS—IS HERE PLACED ONCE FOR ALL IN TRUE RELATION WITH PURE TRANSCENDENT AND UNMOVED BEING; THE ABSOLUTE ONE OF XENOPHANES AND THE PLATONISTS. THIS ABSOLUTE IS DISCERNED BY MYSTIC INTUITION AS THE “END OF UNITY” IN WHOM ALL DIVERSITIES MUST CEASE; THE OCEAN TO WHICH THAT CEASELESS AND PAINFUL BECOMING, THAT UN-RESTING RIVER OF LIFE, IN WHICH WE ARE IMMERSED, TENDS TO RETURN: THE SON [JESUS] GOING TO THE FATHER [STEPHEN].
(C) LOVE, THE PRINCIPLE OF ATTRACTION, WHICH SEEMS TO PARTAKE AT ONCE OF THE TRANSCENDENTAL AND THE CREATED WORLDS. IF WE CONSIDER THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AS SUPREME SUBJECT—“ORIGIN,” AS AQUINAS SAYS, “OF THE ENTIRE PROCESSION OF DEITY”—AND THE SON [JESUS] OR GENERATED LOGOS AS THE OBJECT OF HIS THOUGHT, IN WHOM, SAYS RUYSBROECK, “HE CONTEMPLATES HIMSELF AND ALL THINGS IN AN ETERNAL NOW”;  THEN THIS PERSONAL SPIRIT OF LOVE, IL DESIRO E IL VELLE, REPRESENTS THE RELATION BETWEEN THE TWO, AND CONSTITUTES THE VERY CHARACTER OF GOD. “THE HEAVENLY FATHER [STEPHEN],” SAYS RUYSBROECK, “AS A LIVING GROUND, WITH ALL THAT LIVES IN HIM, IS ACTIVELY TURNED TOWARDS HIS SON [JESUS] AS TO HIS OWN ETERNAL WISDOM. AND THAT SAME WISDOM, WITH ALL THAT LIVES IN IT, IS ACTIVELY TURNED BACK TOWARDS THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THAT IS TOWARDS THAT VERY GROUND FROM WHICH IT COMES FORTH. AND OF THIS MEETING IS BORN THE THIRD PERSON, BETWEEN THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND THE P. 117 SON [JESUS], THAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT [BROTHER JOHN], THEIR MUTUAL LOVE.” PROCEEDING, ACCORDING TO CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, FROM LIGHT AND LIFE, THE FATHER [STEPHEN]  AND SON [JESUS]—IMPLICIT, THAT IS, IN BOTH THE ABSOLUTE SOURCE AND DYNAMIC FLUX OF THINGS—THIS DIVINE SPIRIT OF DESIRE IS FOUND ENSHRINED IN OUR VERY SELFHOOD; AND IS THE AGENT BY WHICH THAT SELFHOOD IS MERGED IN THE ABSOLUTE SELF. “MY LOVE IS MY WEIGHT,” SAID ST. AUGUSTINE.  IT IS THE SPIRITUAL EQUIVALENT OF THAT GRAVITATION WHICH DRAWS ALL THINGS TO THEIR PLACE. THUS, BERNARD HOLLAND SAYS IN HIS INTRODUCTION TO BOEHME’S “DIALOGUES,” “IN A DEEP SENSE, THE DESIRE OF THE SPARK OF LIFE IN THE SOUL TO RETURN TO ITS ORIGINAL SOURCE IS PART OF THE LONGING DESIRE OF THE UNIVERSAL LIFE FOR ITS OWN HEART OR CENTER. OF THIS LONGING, THE UNIVERSAL ATTRACTION STRIVING AGAINST RESISTANCE, TOWARDS A UNIVERSAL CENTER, PROVED TO GOVERN THE PHENOMENAL OR PHYSICAL WORLD, IS BUT THE OUTER SHEATH AND VISIBLE WORKING.” AGAIN, “DESIRE IS EVERYTHING IN NATURE; DOES EVERYTHING. HEAVEN IS NATURE FILLED WITH DIVINE LIFE ATTRACTED BY DESIRE.” “THE BEST MASTERS SAY,” SAYS ECKHART, “THAT THE LOVE WHEREWITH WE LOVE IS THE HOLY SPIRIT. SOME DENY IT. BUT THIS IS ALWAYS TRUE: ALL THOSE MOTIVES BY WHICH WE ARE MOVED TO LOVE, IN THESE IS NOTHING ELSE THAN THE HOLY SPIRIT.” “GOD WILLS,” SAYS RUYSBROECK, GATHERING THESE SCATTERED SYMBOLS TO UNITY AGAIN, “THAT WE SHOULD COME FORTH FROM OURSELVES IN THIS ETERNAL LIGHT; THAT WE SHOULD REUNITE OURSELVES IN A SUPERNATURAL MANNER WITH THAT IMAGE WHICH IS OUR TRUE LIFE, AND THAT WE SHOULD POSSESS IT WITH HIM ACTIVELY AND FRUITIVELY IN ETERNAL BLESSEDNESS...THIS GOING FORTH OF THE CONTEMPLATIVE IS ALSO IN LOVE: FOR BY FRUITIVE LOVE HE OVERPASSES HIS CREATED BEING AND FINDS AND TASTES THE RICHES AND DELIGHTS WHICH ARE GOD HIMSELF, AND WHICH HE CAUSES TO POUR FORTH WITHOUT CEASING IN THE MOST SECRET CHAMBER OF THE SOUL, AT THAT PLACE WHERE IT IS MOST LIKE UNTO THE NOBILITY OF GOD.” HERE ONLY, IN THE INNERMOST SANCTUARY OF BEING, THE SOUL’S “LAST HABITATION,” AS ST. TERESA SAID, IS THE TRUTH WHICH THESE SYMBOLS EXPRESS TRULY KNOWN: FOR “AS TO HOW THE TRINITY IS ONE AND THE TRINITY IN THE UNITY OF THE NATURE IS ONE, WHILST NEVERTHELESS THE TRINITY COMES FORTH FROM THE UNITY, THIS CANNOT BE EXPRESSED IN P. 118 WORDS,” SAYS SUSO, “OWING TO THE SIMPLICITY OF THAT DEEP ABYSS. HITHER IT IS, INTO THIS INTELLIGIBLE WHERE THAT THE SPIRIT, SPIRITUALIZING ITSELF, SOARS UP; NOW FLYING IN THE MEASURELESS HEIGHTS, NOW SWIMMING IN THE SOUNDLESS DEEPS, OF THE SUBLIME MARVELS OF THE GOD-HEAD!” MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHY, THEN, HAS AVAILED ITSELF GLADLY OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY IN EXPRESSING ITS VISION OF THE NATURE OF THAT ABSOLUTE WHICH IS FOUND, BY THOSE WHO ATTAIN THE DEEP ABYSS OF THE GOD-HEAD, TO BE ESSENTIALLY ONE. BUT IT IS BY THE COMPLEMENTARY CHRISTIAN DOGMA OF THE INCARNATION THAT IT HAS BEST BEEN ABLE TO DESCRIBE AND EXPLAIN THE NATURE OF THE INWARD AND PERSONAL MYSTIC EXPERIENCE. THE INCARNATION, WHICH IS FOR TRADITIONAL CHRISTIANITY SYNONYMOUS WITH THE HISTORICAL BIRTH AND EARTHLY LIFE OF CHRIST, IS FOR MYSTICS OF A CERTAIN TYPE, NOT ONLY THIS BUT ALSO A PERPETUAL COSMIC AND PERSONAL PROCESS. IT IS AN EVERLASTING BRINGING FORTH, IN THE UNIVERSE AND ALSO IN THE INDIVIDUAL ASCENDING SOUL, OF THE DIVINE AND PERFECT LIFE, THE PURE CHARACTER OF GOD, OF WHICH THE ONE HISTORICAL LIFE DRAMATIZED THE ESSENTIAL CONSTITUENTS. HENCE THE SOUL, LIKE THE PHYSICAL EMBRYO, RESUMES IN ITS UPWARD PROGRESS THE SPIRITUAL LIFE-HISTORY OF THE RACE. “THE ONE SECRET, THE GREATEST OF ALL,” SAYS PATMORE, IS “THE DOCTRINE OF THE INCARNATION, REGARDED NOT AS AN HISTORICAL EVENT WHICH OCCURRED TWO THOUSAND YEARS AGO, BUT AS AN EVENT WHICH IS RENEWED IN THE BODY OF EVERY ONE WHO IS IN THE WAY TO THE FULFILMENT OF HIS ORIGINAL DESTINY.” WE HAVE SEEN THAT FOR MYSTICAL THEOLOGY THE SECOND PERSON OF THE TRINITY IS THE WISDOM OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE WORD OF LIFE. THE FULLNESS OF THIS WORD COULD THEREFORE ONLY BE COMMUNICATED TO THE HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS BY A LIFE. IN THE INCARNATION THIS LOGOS, THIS DIVINE CHARACTER OF REALITY, PENETRATED THE ILLUSIONS OF THE SENSUAL WORLD—IN OTHER WORDS, THE ILLUSIONS OF ALL THE SELVES WHOSE IDEAS COMPOSE THAT WORLD—AND “SAVED” IT BY THIS INFUSION OF TRUTH. A DIVINE, SUFFERING, SELF-SACRIFICING PERSONALITY WAS THEN SHOWN AS THE SACRED HEART OF A LIVING, STRIVING UNIVERSE: AND FOR ONCE THE ABSOLUTE WAS EXHIBITED IN THE TERMS OF FINITE HUMAN EXISTENCE. SOME SUCH EVENT AS THIS BREAKING THROUGH OF THE DIVINE AND ARCHETYPAL LIFE INTO THE TEMPORAL WORLD IS PERCEIVED BY THE MYSTICAL PHILOSOPHER TO BE A NECESSITY, IF MAN WAS EVER TO SEE IN TERMS OF LIFE THAT GREATNESS OF LIFE TO WHICH HE BELONGS: LEARN TO TRANSCEND THE WORLD OF SENSE, AND REBUILD HIS LIFE UPON THE LEVELS OF REALITY. “FOR THOU ART,” SAYS NICOLAS OF CUSA, “THE WORD OF GOD HUMANIFIED, AND THOU ART MAN DEIFIED.” THUS, IT IS THAT THE P. 119 CATHOLIC PRIEST IN THE CHRISTMAS MASS GIVES THANKS, NOT FOR THE SETTING IN HAND OF ANY COMMERCIAL PROCESS OF REDEMPTION, BUT FOR A REVELATION OF REALITY, “QUIA PER INCARNATI VERBI MYSTERIUM NOVA MENTIS NOSTRAE OCULIS LUX TUAE CLARITATIS INFULSIT: UT DUM VISIBILITER DEUM COGNOSCIMUS, PER HUNC IN INVISIBILIUM AMOREM RAPIAMUR.” THE ESSENCE OF MYSTICAL CHRISTIANITY SEEMS TO BE SUMMED UP IN THESE LOVELY WORDS. “THE SON OF GOD, THE ETERNAL WORD IN THE FATHER [STEPHEN], WHO IS THE GLANCE, OR BRIGHTNESS, AND THE POWER OF THE LIGHT ETERNITY” SAYS BOEHME, “MUST BECOME MAN AND BE BORN IN YOU, IF YOU WILL KNOW GOD: OTHERWISE YOU ARE IN THE DARK STABLE AND GO ABOUT GROPING.” “THE WORD,” SAYS RUYSBROECK FINELY, “IS NO OTHER THAN SEE. AND THIS IS THE COMING FORTH AND THE BIRTH OF THE SON OF THE ETERNAL LIGHT, IN WHOM ALL BLESSEDNESS IS SEEN AND KNOWN.” ONCE AT ANY RATE, THEY SAY IN EFFECT, THE MEASURE OF THAT WHICH IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR THE SPIRIT OF LIFE TO DO AND FOR LIVING CREATURES TO BE, WAS FILLED TO THE BRIM. BY THIS EVENT, ALL WERE ASSURED THAT THE LADDER OF CREATION WAS MADE WHOLE; IN THIS HYPOSTATIC UNION, THE BREACH BETWEEN APPEARANCE AND REALITY, BETWEEN GOD AND MAN, WAS HEALED. THE BRIDGE SO MADE—TO USE ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA’S ALLEGORY AGAIN—IS ETERNAL, SINCE IT WAS “LAID BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD” IN THE “ETERNAL NOW.” THUS, THE VOICE OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN] SAYS TO HER IN THAT VISION, “I ALSO WISH THEE TO LOOK AT THE BRIDGE OF MY ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, AND SEE THE GREATNESS THEREOF, FOR IT REACHES FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH; THAT IS, THAT THE EARTH OF YOUR HUMANITY IS JOINED TO THE GREATNESS OF THE DEITY THEREBY. I SAY, THEN, THAT THIS BRIDGE REACHES FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH, AND CONSTITUTES THE UNION WHICH I HAVE MADE WITH MAN...SO THE HEIGHT OF THE DIVINITY, HUMBLED TO THE EARTH, AND JOINED WITH YOUR HUMANITY MADE THE BRIDGE AND REFORMED THE ROAD. WHY WAS THIS DONE? IN ORDER THAT MAN MIGHT COME TO HIS TRUE HAPPINESS WITH THE ANGELS. AND OBSERVE THAT IT IS NOT ENOUGH, IN ORDER THAT YOU SHOULD HAVE LIFE, THAT MY SON SHOULD HAVE MADE YOU THIS BRIDGE, UNLESS YOU WALK THEREON.” “OUR HIGH FATHER [STEPHEN] GOD ALMIGHTY, WHICH IS BEING,” SAYS LADY JULIAN, “HE KNEW AND LOVED US FROM AFORE ANY TIME. OF WHICH KNOWING, IN HIS MARVELOUS DEEP CHARITY, AND THE FORESEEING COUNSEL OF ALL THE BLESSED TRINITY, HE WILLED THAT THE SECOND PERSON SHOULD BECOME OUR MOTHER [VICTORIA].” IT IS OF COURSE THIS ASSERTION OF THE QUICKENING COMMUNICATION P. 120 OF GRACE TO NATURE, OF GOD TO MAN—AN INFLUX OF ULTIMATE REALITY, POSSIBLE OF ASSIMILATION BY ALL—WHICH CONSTITUTES THE STRENGTH OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. INSTEAD OF THE STONY DIET OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, IT OFFERS TO THE SELF HUNGRY FOR THE ABSOLUTE THAT PANIS ANGELORUM, THE VIVIFYING PRINCIPLE OF THE WORLD. THAT IS TO SAY, IT GIVES CONCRETE AND EXPERIMENTAL KNOWLEDGE OF A SUPREME PERSONALITY—ABSORPTION INTO HIS MYSTICAL BODY—INSTEAD OF THE ARTIFICIAL CONVICTION PRODUCED BY CONCENTRATION ON AN IDEA. IT KNITS UP THE UNIVERSE; SHOWS THE PHENOMENAL PIERCED IN ALL DIRECTIONS BY THE REAL, THE NATURAL AS THE VEHICLE OF THE SUPERNATURAL. IT PROVIDES A SOLID BASIS FOR MYSTICISM, A BASIS WHICH IS AT ONCE METAPHYSICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL: AND SHOWS THAT STATE TOWARDS WHICH THE WORLD’S DEEPEST MINDS HAVE ALWAYS INSTINCTIVELY ASPIRED, AS A PART OF THE COSMIC RETURN THROUGH CHRIST TO GOD. “QUIVI È LA SAPIENZA E LA POSSANZA CH’ APRÌ LE STRADE INTRA IL CIELO E LA TERRA ONDE FU GIÀ SÌ LUNGA DISIANZA.” THIS IS WHAT THE CHRISTIAN MYSTICS MEAN TO EXPRESS WHEN THEY DECLARE OVER AND OVER AGAIN THAT THE RETURN TO THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE, THE ABSOLUTE, WHICH IS THE END OF THE SOUL’S ASCENT, CAN ONLY BE MADE THROUGH THE HUMANITY OF CHRIST. THE SON, THE WORD, IS THE CHARACTER OF THE FATHER [STEPHEN]: THAT IN WHICH THE INEFFABLE GOD-HEAD KNOWS HIMSELF, AS WE ONLY KNOW OURSELVES IN OUR OWN CHARACTERS. HE IS THUS A DOUBLE LINK: THE MEANS OF GOD’S SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS, THE MEANS OF MAN’S CONSCIOUSNESS OF GOD. HOW THEN, ASKS MYSTIC THEOLOGY, COULD SUCH A LINK COMPLETE ITS ATTACHMENTS WITHOUT SOME SUCH PROCESS AS THAT WHICH THE INCARNATION DRAMATIZED IN TIME AND SPACE? THE PRINCIPLE OF LIFE IS ALSO THE PRINCIPLE OF RESTITUTION; BY WHICH THE IMPERFECT AND BROKEN LIFE OF SENSE IS MENDED AND TRANSFORMED INTO THE PERFECT LIFE OF SPIRIT. HENCE THE TITLE OF REPAIRER APPLIED BY BOEHME TO THE SECOND PERSON OF THE TRINITY. IN THE LAST RESORT, THE DOCTRINE OF THE INCARNATION IS THE ONLY SAFEGUARD OF THE MYSTICS AGAINST THE PANTHEISM TO WHICH THEY ALWAYS TEND. THE UNCONDITIONED ABSOLUTE, SO SOON AS IT ALONE BECOMES THE OBJECT OF THEIR CONTEMPLATION, IS APT TO BE CONCEIVED MERELY AS DIVINE ESSENCE; THE IDEA OF PERSONALITY EVAPORATES. THE UNION OF THE SOUL WITH GOD IS THEN THOUGHT OF IN TERMS OF ABSORPTION. THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN CREATOR AND CREATURE IS OBLITERATED AND LOVING COMMUNION IS AT AN END. THIS IS PROBABLY THE REASON WHY MANY OF THE GREATEST CONTEMPLATIVES—SUSO AND ST. TERESA ARE CASES IN POINT—HAVE FOUND THAT DELIBERATE MEDITATION UPON THE HUMANITY OF CHRIST, DIFFICULT AND UNCONGENIAL AS P. 121 THIS CONCRETE DEVOTION SOMETIMES IS TO THE MYSTICAL TEMPERAMENT, WAS A NECESSITY IF THEY WERE TO RETAIN A HEALTHY AND WELL-BALANCED INNER LIFE. FURTHER, THESE MYSTICS SEE IN THE HISTORIC LIFE OF CHRIST AN EPITOME—OR IF YOU WILL, AN EXHIBITION—OF THE ESSENTIALS OF ALL SPIRITUAL LIFE. THERE THEY SEE DRAMATIZED NOT ONLY THE COSMIC PROCESS OF THE DIVINE WISDOM, BUT ALSO THE INWARD EXPERIENCE OF EVERY SOUL ON HER WAY TO UNION WITH THAT ABSOLUTE “TO WHICH THE WHOLE CREATION MOVES.” THIS IS WHY THE EXPRESSIONS WHICH THEY USE TO DESCRIBE THE EVOLUTION OF THE MYSTICAL CONSCIOUSNESS FROM THE BIRTH OF THE DIVINE IN THE SPARK OF THE SOUL TO ITS FINAL UNIFICATION WITH THE ABSOLUTE LIFE ARE SO CONSTANTLY CHOSEN FROM THE DRAMA OF FAITH. IN THIS DRAMA THEY SEE DESCRIBED UNDER VEILS THE NECESSARY ADVENTURES OF THE SPIRIT. ITS OBSCURE AND HUMBLE BIRTH, ITS EDUCATION IN POVERTY, ITS TEMPTATION, MORTIFICATION AND SOLITUDE, ITS “ILLUMINATED LIFE” OF SERVICE AND CONTEMPLATION, THE DESOLATION OF THAT “DARK NIGHT OF THE SOUL” IN WHICH IT SEEMS ABANDONED BY THE DIVINE: THE PAINFUL DEATH OF THE SELF, ITS RESURRECTION TO THE GLORIFIED EXISTENCE OF THE UNITIVE WAY, ITS FINAL REABSORPTION IN ITS SOURCE—ALL THESE, THEY SAY, WERE LIVED ONCE IN A SUPREME DEGREE IN THE FLESH. MOREOVER, THE DEGREE OF CLOSENESS WITH WHICH THE INDIVIDUAL EXPERIENCE ADHERES TO THIS PATTERN IS ALWAYS TAKEN BY THEM AS A STANDARD OF THE HEALTHINESS, ARDOR, AND SUCCESS OF ITS TRANSCENDENTAL ACTIVITIES. “APPARVE IN QUESTA FORMA PER DARE A NOI LA NORMA.” SANG JACOPONE DA TODI. “AND HE WHO VAINLY THINKETH OTHERWISE,” SAYS THE “THEOLOGIA GERMANICA” WITH UNCOMPROMISING VIGOR, “IS DECEIVED. AND HE WHO SAITH OTHERWISE, LIETH.” THOSE TO WHOM SUCH A PARALLEL SEEMS ARTIFICIAL SHOULD REMEMBER THAT ACCORDING TO THE DOCTRINE OF MYSTICISM THAT DRAMA OF THE SELF-LIMITATION AND SELF-SACRIFICE OF THE ABSOLUTE LIFE, WHICH WAS ONCE PLAYED OUT IN THE PHENOMENAL WORLD—FORCED, AS IT WERE, UPON THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF DIM-EYED MEN—IS ETERNALLY GOING FORWARD UPON THE PLANE OF REALITY. TO THEM THE CROSS OF CALVARY IS IMPLICIT IN THE ROSE OF THE WORLD. THE LAW OF THIS INFINITE LIFE WHICH WAS IN THE INCARNATION EXPRESSING ITS OWN NATURE IN HUMAN TERMS, MUST THEN ALSO BE THE LAW OF THE FINITE LIFE; IN SO FAR AS THAT LIFE ASPIRES TO TRANSCEND INDIVIDUAL LIMITATIONS, RISE TO FREEDOM, AND ATTAIN UNION WITH INFINITY. IT IS THIS GOVERNING IDEA WHICH JUSTIFIES THE APPARENTLY FANCIFUL ALLEGORIZATION’S OF CHRISTIAN HISTORY WHICH SWARM IN THE WORKS OF THE MYSTICS. TO EXHIBIT THESE ALLEGORIZATION’S IN DETAIL WOULD BE TEDIOUS. ALL P. 122 THAT IS NECESSARY IS THAT THE PRINCIPLE UNDERLYING THEM SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD. I GIVE, THEN, BUT ONE EXAMPLE: THAT WHICH IS REFERRED BY MYSTICAL WRITERS TO THE NATIVITY, AND CONCERNS THE ETERNAL BIRTH OR GENERATION OF THE SON OR DIVINE WORD. THIS BIRTH IS IN ITS FIRST, OR COSMIC SENSE, THE WELLING FORTH OF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE FROM THE DIVINE ABYSS OF THE UNCONDITIONED GODHEAD. “FROM OUR PROPER GROUND, THAT IS TO SAY FROM THE FATHER [STEPHEN] AND ALL THAT WHICH LIVES IN HIM, THERE SHINES,” SAYS RUYSBROECK, “AN ETERNAL RAY, THE WHICH IS THE BIRTH OF THE SON.” IT IS OF THIS PERPETUAL GENERATION OF THE WORD THAT MEISTER ECKHART SPEAKS, WHEN HE SAYS IN HIS CHRISTMAS SERMON, “WE ARE CELEBRATING THE FEAST OF THE ETERNAL BIRTH WHICH GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN] HAS BORNE AND NEVER CEASES TO BEAR IN ALL ETERNITY: WHILST THIS BIRTH ALSO COMES TO PASS IN TIME AND IN HUMAN NATURE. SAINT AUGUSTINE SAYS THIS BIRTH IS EVER TAKING PLACE.” AT THIS POINT, WITH THAT STRONG PRACTICAL INSTINCT WHICH IS CHARACTERISTIC OF THE MYSTICS, ECKHART TURNS ABRUPTLY FROM SPECULATION TO IMMEDIATE EXPERIENCE, AND CONTINUES “BUT IF IT TAKES NOT PLACE IN ME, WHAT AVAILS IT? EVERYTHING LIES IN THIS, THAT IT SHOULD TAKE PLACE IN ME.” HERE IN A FEW WORDS THE TWO-FOLD CHARACTER OF THIS MYSTIC BIRTH IS EXHIBITED. THE INTEREST IS SUDDENLY DEFLECTED FROM ITS COSMIC TO ITS PERSONAL ASPECT; AND THE INDIVIDUAL IS REMINDED THAT IN HIM, NO LESS THAN IN THE ARCHETYPAL UNIVERSE, REAL LIFE MUST BE BORN IF REAL LIFE IS TO BE LIVED. “WHEN THE SOUL BRINGS FORTH THE SON,” SAYS ECKHART IN ANOTHER PLACE, “IT IS HAPPIER THAN MARY.” SINCE THE SOUL, ACCORDING TO MYSTIC PRINCIPLES, CAN ONLY PERCEIVE REALITY IN PROPORTION AS SHE IS REAL, KNOW GOD BY BECOMING GOD-LIKE, IT IS CLEAR THAT THIS BIRTH IS THE INITIAL NECESSITY. THE TRUE AND DEFINITELY DIRECTED MYSTICAL LIFE DOES AND MUST OPEN WITH THAT MOST ACTUAL, THOUGH INDESCRIBABLE PHENOMENON, THE COMING FORTH INTO CONSCIOUSNESS OF MAN’S DEEPER, SPIRITUAL SELF, WHICH ASCETICAL AND MYSTICAL WRITERS OF ALL AGES HAVE AGREED TO CALL REGENERATION OR RE-BIRTH. NOTHING THAT IS WITHIN HIM IS ABLE OF ITS OWN POWER TO ACHIEVE THIS. IT MUST BE EVOKED BY AN ENERGY, A QUICKENING SPIRIT, WHICH COMES FROM BEYOND THE SOUL, AND “SECRETLY INITIATES WHAT HE OPENLY CROWNS.”  251 P. WE NAVE ALREADY CONSIDERED THE NEW BIRTH IN ITS PURELY PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECT, AS THE EMERGENCE OF THE TRANSCENDENTAL SENSE. HERE ITS MORE PROFOUND AND MYSTICAL SIDE IS EXHIBITED. BY A PROCESS WHICH MAY INDIFFERENTLY BE DESCRIBED AS THE BIRTH OF SOMETHING NEW OR THE COMING FORTH OF SOMETHING WHICH HAS SLEPT—SINCE BOTH THESE PHRASES ARE BUT METAPHORS FOR ANOTHER AND MORE SECRET OPERATION—THE EYE IS OPENED ON ETERNITY, THE SELF, ABRUPTLY MADE AWARE OF REALITY, COMES FORTH FROM THE CAVE OF ILLUSION LIKE A CHILD FROM THE WOMB AND BEGINS TO LIVE UPON THE SUPER-SENSUAL PLANE. THEN SHE FEELS IN HER INMOST PART A NEW PRESENCE, A NEW CONSCIOUSNESS—IT WERE HARDLY AN EXAGGERATION TO SAY A NEW PERSON—WEAK, DEMANDING NURTURE, CLEARLY DESTINED TO PASS THROUGH MANY PHASES OF DEVELOPMENT BEFORE ITS MATURITY IS REACHED; YET OF SO STRANGE A NATURE, THAT IN COMPARISON WITH ITS ENVIRONMENT SHE MAY WELL REGARD IT AS DIVINE. “THIS CHANGE, THIS UPSETTING, IS CALLED RE-BIRTH. TO BE BORN SIMPLY MEANS TO ENTER INTO A WORLD IN WHICH THE SENSES DOMINATE, IN WHICH WISDOM AND LOVE LANGUISH IN THE BONDS OF INDIVIDUALITY. TO BE RE-BORN MEANS TO RETURN TO A WORLD WHERE THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND LOVE GOVERNS AND ANIMAL-MAN OBEYS.” SO ECKARTSHAUSEN. IT MEANS, SAYS JANE LEAD, “THE BRINGING FORTH OF A NEW-CREATED GOD-LIKE SIMILITUDE IN THE SOUL.” HE IS BROUGHT FORTH, SAYS ECKARTSHAUSEN AGAIN, IN THE STABLE PREVIOUSLY INHABITED BY THE OX OF PASSION AND THE ASS OF PREJUDICE. HIS MOTHER [STEPHEN], SAYS BOEHME, IS THE VIRGIN SOPHIA, THE DIVINE WISDOM, OR MIRROR OF THE BEING OF GOD. WITH THE EMERGENCE OF THIS NEW FACTOR INTO THE CONSCIOUS FIELD—THIS SPIRITUAL BIRTH—THE MYSTIC LIFE BEGINS: AS THE CHRISTIAN EPOCH BEGAN WITH THE EMERGENCE OF DIVINE SPIRIT IN THE FLESH. PARADISE, SAYS BOEHME, IS STILL IN THE WORLD, BUT MAN IS NOT IN PARADISE UNLESS HE BE BORN AGAIN. IN THAT CASE, HE STANDS THEREIN IN THE NEW BIRTH, AND TASTES HERE AND NOW THAT ETERNAL LIFE FOR WHICH HE HAS BEEN MADE. HERE THEN ARE SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MAP WHICH THE CHRISTIAN MYSTICS ARE MOST INCLINED TO USE. THERE ARE, OF COURSE, OTHER GREAT LANDMARKS UPON IT: AND THESE WE SHALL MEET AS WE FOLLOW IN DETAIL THE VOYAGES OF THE QUESTING SOUL. ONE WARNING, HOWEVER, MUST BE GIVEN TO AMATEUR GEOGRAPHERS BEFORE WE GO ON. LIKE ALL OTHER MAPS, THIS ONE AT ITS BEST CAN BUT REPRESENT BY HARSH OUTLINE AND CONVENTIONAL COLOR THE LIVING EARTH WHICH THOSE TRAVELERS TROD AND THE MYSTERIOUS SEAS ON WHICH THEY SAILED. IT IS A DELIBERATELY SCHEMATIC REPRESENTATION OF REALITY, A FLAT AND SOMETIMES ARID SYMBOL OF GREAT LANDSCAPES, RUSHING RIVERS, AWFUL PEAKS: P. 124 DANGEROUS UNLESS THESE ITS LIMITATIONS BE ALWAYS KEPT IN MIND. THE BOY WHO DEFINED CANADA AS “VERY PINK” WAS NOT MUCH FURTHER OFF THE TRACK THAN THOSE WHO WOULD LIMIT THE ADORABLE TRINITY TO THE DEFINITIONS OF THE “ATHANASIAN” CREED; HOWEVER USEFUL THAT CHART MAY BE, AND IS, WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES IMPOSED BY ITS FORM. FURTHER, ALL SUCH MAPS, AND WE WHO TREAT OF THEM, CAN BUT SET DOWN IN COLD BLOOD AND WITH A DREADFUL PRETENSE OF PRECISION, MATTERS WHICH THE TRUE EXPLORERS OF ETERNITY WERE ONLY ABLE TO APPREHEND IN THE ARDORS OF SUCH A PASSION, IN THE TRANSPORTS OF SUCH A UNION AS WE, POOR FINITE SLAVES OF OUR FRITTERED EMOTIONS, COULD HARDLY LOOK UPON AND LIVE. “IF YOU WOULD TRULY KNOW HOW THESE THINGS COME TO PASS,” SAYS ST. BONAVENTURA, IN A PASSAGE WHICH ALL STUDENTS OF THEOLOGY SHOULD EVER KEEP IN MIND, “ASK IT OF GRACE, NOT OF DOCTRINE; OF DESIRE, NOT OF INTELLECT; OF THE ARDORS OF PRAYER, NOT OF THE TEACHINGS OF THE SCHOOLS; OF THE BRIDEGROOM, NOT OF THE MASTER; OF GOD, NOT OF MAN; OF THE DARKNESS, NOT OF THE DAY; NOT OF ILLUMINATION, BUT OF THAT FIRE WHICH ENFLAMES ALL AND WRAPS US IN GOD WITH GREAT SWEETNESS AND MOST ARDENT LOVE. THE WHICH FIRE MOST TRULY IS GOD, AND THE HEARTH THEREOF IS IN JERUSALEM.” 
VI. MYSTICISM AND SYMBOLISM
IN OUR STUDY OF THEOLOGY, WE SAW THE CHRISTIAN MYSTIC ADOPTING, AS CHART AND PILOT BOOK OF HIS VOYAGES AND ADVENTURES, THE SCHEME OF FAITH, AND DIAGRAM OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, WHICH IS ACCEPTED BY ORDINARY CHRISTIAN MEN. WE SAW THAT HE FOUND IN IT A DEPTH AND RICHNESS OF CONTENT WHICH THE CONVENTIONAL BELIEVER IN THAT THEOLOGY, THE “GOOD CHURCHMAN,” SELDOM SUSPECTS: AND THAT WHICH IS TRUE OF THE CHRISTIAN MYSTIC IS ALSO TRUE IN ITS MEASURE AND AS REGARDS THEIR RESPECTIVE THEOLOGIES, OF THE PAGAN, THE MAHOMMEDAN AND THE BUDDHIST. BUT SINCE THE SPIRITUAL ADVENTURES OF THE MYSTIC ARE NOT THOSE OF ORDINARY MEN, IT WILL FOLLOW THAT THIS MAP, THOUGH ALWAYS TRUE FOR HIM, IS NOT COMPLETE. HE CAN PRESS FORWARD TO COUNTRIES WHICH UN-MYSTICAL PIETY MUST MARK AS UNEXPLORED, PUSHING OUT FROM HARBOR TO “THE VAST AND STORMY SEA OF THE DIVINE,” HE CAN TAKE SOUNDINGS, AND MARK DANGERS THE EXISTENCE OF WHICH SUCH PIETY NEVER NEEDS TO PROVE. HENCE IT IS NOT STRANGE THAT CERTAIN MAPS, ARTISTIC REPRESENTATIONS OR SYMBOLIC SCHEMES, SHOULD HAVE COME INTO BEING WHICH DESCRIBE OR SUGGEST THE SPECIAL EXPERIENCES OF THE MYSTICAL CONSCIOUSNESS, AND THE DOCTRINES TO WHICH THESE EXPERIENCES HAVE GIVEN BIRTH. MANY OF THESE MAPS HAVE AN UNCOUTH, EVEN AN IMPIOUS APPEARANCE IN THE EYES OF THOSE UNACQUAINTED WITH THE FACTS WHICH THEY ATTEMPT TO TRANSLATE: AS THE CHARTS OF THE DEEP-SEA SAILOR SEEM UGLY AND UNINTELLIGIBLE THINGS TO THOSE WHO HAVE NEVER BEEN OUT OF SIGHT OF LAND. OTHERS—AND THESE THE MOST PLEASING, MOST EASILY UNDERSTOOD—HAVE ALREADY BEEN MADE FAMILIAR, PERHAPS TIRESOMELY FAMILIAR, TO US BY THE POETS; WHO, INTUITIVELY RECOGNIZING THEIR SUGGESTIVE QUALITIES, THEIR LINKS WITH P. 126 TRUTH, HAVE BORROWED AND ADAPTED THEM TO THEIR OWN BUSINESS OF TRANSLATING REALITY INTO TERMS OF RHYTHM AND SPEECH. ULTIMATELY, HOWEVER, THEY OWE THEIR ORIGIN TO THE MYSTICS, OR TO THAT MYSTICAL SENSE WHICH IS INNATE IN ALL TRUE POETS: AND IN THE LAST RESORT IT IS THE MYSTIC’S KINGDOM, AND THE MYSTIC’S EXPERIENCE, WHICH THEY AFFECT TO DESCRIBE. THESE SPECIAL MYSTICAL DIAGRAMS, THESE SYMBOLIC AND ARTISTIC DESCRIPTIONS OF MAN’S INWARD HISTORY—HIS SECRET ADVENTURES WITH GOD—ARE ALMOST ENDLESS IN THEIR VARIETY: SINCE IN EACH WE HAVE A PICTURE OF THE COUNTRY OF THE SOUL SEEN THROUGH A DIFFERENT TEMPERAMENT. TO DESCRIBE ALL WOULD BE TO ANALYZE THE WHOLE FIELD OF MYSTICAL LITERATURE, AND INDEED MUCH OTHER LITERATURE AS WELL; TO EPITOMIZE IN FACT ALL THAT HAS BEEN DREAMED AND WRITTEN CONCERNING THE SO-CALLED “INNER LIFE”—A DREARY AND A LENGTHY TASK. BUT THE MAJORITY OF THEM, I THINK, EXPRESS A COMPARATIVELY SMALL NUMBER OF ESSENTIAL DOCTRINES OR FUNDAMENTAL WAYS OF SEEING THINGS; AND AS REGARDS THEIR IMAGERY, THEY FALL INTO THREE GREAT CLASSES, REPRESENTATIVE OF THE THREE PRINCIPAL WAYS IN WHICH MAN’S SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS REACTS TO THE TOUCH OF REALITY, THE THREE PRIMARY IF PARADOXICAL FACTS OF WHICH THAT CONSCIOUSNESS MUST BE AWARE. HENCE A CONSIDERATION OF MYSTIC SYMBOLS DRAWN FROM EACH OF THESE GROUPS MAY GIVE US A KEY WITH WHICH TO UNLOCK SOME AT LEAST OF THE VERBAL RIDDLES OF THE INDIVIDUAL ADVENTURER. THANKS TO THE SPATIAL IMAGERY INSEPARABLE FROM HUMAN THINKING AND HUMAN EXPRESSION, NO DIRECT DESCRIPTION OF SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE IS OR CAN BE POSSIBLE TO MAN. IT MUST ALWAYS BE SYMBOLIC, ALLUSIVE, OBLIQUE: ALWAYS SUGGEST, BUT NEVER TELL, THE TRUTH: AND IN THIS RESPECT THERE IS NOT MUCH TO CHOOSE BETWEEN THE FLUID AND ARTISTIC LANGUAGE OF VISION AND THE ARID TECHNICALITIES OF PHILOSOPHY. IN ANOTHER RESPECT, HOWEVER, THERE IS A GREAT DEAL TO CHOOSE BETWEEN THEM: AND HERE THE VISIONARY, NOT THE PHILOSOPHER, RECEIVES THE PALM. THE GREATER THE SUGGESTIVE QUALITY OF THE SYMBOL USED, THE MORE ANSWERING EMOTION IT EVOKES IN THOSE TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED, THE MORE TRUTH IT WILL CONVEY. A GOOD SYMBOLISM, THEREFORE, WILL BE MORE THAN MERE DIAGRAM OR MERE ALLEGORY: IT WILL USE TO THE UTMOST THE RESOURCES OF BEAUTY AND OF PASSION, WILL BRING WITH IT HINTS OF MYSTERY AND WONDER, BEWITCH WITH DREAMY PERIODS THE MIND TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED. ITS APPEAL WILL NOT BE TO THE CLEVER BRAIN, BUT TO THE DESIROUS HEART, THE INTUITIVE SENSE, OF MAN. THE THREE GREAT CLASSES OF SYMBOLS WHICH I PROPOSE TO CONSIDER, APPEAL TO THREE DEEP CRAVINGS OF THE SELF, THREE GREAT EXPRESSIONS OF MAN’S RESTLESSNESS, WHICH ONLY MYSTIC TRUTH CAN FULLY SATISFY. THE FIRST IS THE CRAVING WHICH MAKES HIM A PILGRIM AND WANDERER. IT IS THE LONGING TO GO OUT FROM HIS NORMAL WORLD IN SEARCH OF A LOST HOME, A “BETTER COUNTRY”; AN ELDORADO, A SARRAS, A HEAVENLY P. 127 SYON. THE NEXT IS THAT CRAVING OF HEART FOR HEART, OF THE SOUL FOR ITS PERFECT MATE, WHICH MAKES HIM A LOVER. THE THIRD IS THE CRAVING FOR INWARD PURITY AND PERFECTION, WHICH MAKES HIM AN ASCETIC, AND IN THE LAST RESORT A SAINT. THESE THREE CRAVINGS, I THINK, ANSWER TO THREE WAYS IN WHICH MYSTICS OF DIFFERENT TEMPERAMENTS ATTACK THE PROBLEM OF THE ABSOLUTE: THREE DIFFERENT FORMULAE UNDER WHICH THEIR TRANSCENDENCE OF THE SENSE-WORLD CAN BE DESCRIBED. IN DESCRIBING THIS TRANSCENDENCE, AND THE SPECIAL ADVENTURES INVOLVED IN IT, THEY ARE DESCRIBING A CHANGE FROM THE STATE OF ORDINARY MEN, IN TOUCH WITH THE SENSE-WORLD, RESPONDING TO ITS RHYTHMS, TO THE STATE OF SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS IN WHICH, AS THEY SAY, THEY ARE “IN UNION” WITH DIVINE REALITY, WITH GOD. WHATEVER BE THE THEOLOGICAL CREED OF THE MYSTIC, HE NEVER VARIES IN DECLARING THIS CLOSE, DEFINITE, AND ACTUAL INTIMACY TO BE THE END OF HIS QUEST. “MARK ME LIKE THE TULIP WITH THINE OWN STREAKS,” SAYS THE SUFI. “I WOULD FAIN BE TO THE ETERNAL GOODNESS WHAT HIS OWN HAND IS TO A MAN,” SAYS THE GERMAN CONTEMPLATIVE.  259 “MY ME IS GOD, NOR DO I KNOW MY SELF-HOOD SAVE IN HIM,” SAYS THE ITALIAN SAINT. BUT, SINCE THIS ABSOLUTE GOD IS FOR HIM SUBSTANCE, GROUND OR UNDERLYING REALITY OF ALL THAT IS: PRESENT YET ABSENT, NEAR YET FAR: HE IS ALREADY AS TRULY IMMANENT IN THE HUMAN SOUL AS IN THE UNIVERSE. THE SEEKER FOR THE REAL MAY THEREFORE OBJECTIFY HIS QUEST IN TWO APPARENTLY CONTRADICTORY, YET REALLY MUTUALLY EXPLANATORY WAYS. FIRST, HE MAY SEE IT AS AN OUTGOING JOURNEY FROM THE WORLD OF ILLUSION TO THE REAL OR TRANSCENDENTAL WORLD: A LEAVING OF THE VISIBLE FOR THE INVISIBLE. SECONDLY, IT MAY APPEAR TO HIM AS AN INWARD ALTERATION, REMAKING OR REGENERATION, BY WHICH HIS PERSONALITY OR CHARACTER IS SO CHANGED AS TO BE ABLE TO ENTER INTO COMMUNION WITH THAT FONTAL BEING WHICH HE LOVES AND DESIRES; IS UNITED WITH AND DOMINATED BY THE INDWELLING GOD WHO IS THE FOUNT OF HIS SPIRITUAL LIFE. IN THE FIRST CASE, THE OBJECTIVE IDEA “GOD” IS THE PIVOT OF HIS SYMBOLISM: THE BLAZING STAR, OR MAGNET OF THE UNIVERSE WHICH HE HAS SEEN FAR OFF, AND SEEING, HAS WORSHIPPED AND DESIRED. IN THE SECOND CASE, THE EMPHASIS FALLS ON THE SUBJECTIVE IDEA “SANCTITY,” WITH ITS ACCOMPANYING CONSCIOUSNESS OF A DISHARMONY TO BE ABOLISHED. THE MYSTIC WAY WILL THEN BE DESCRIBED, NOT AS A JOURNEY, BUT AS AN ALTERATION OF PERSONALITY, THE TRANSMUTING OF “EARTHLY” INTO “HEAVENLY” MAN. PLAINLY THESE TWO ASPECTS ARE OBVERSE AND REVERSE OF ONE WHOLE. THEY REPRESENT THAT MIGHTY PAIR OF OPPOSITES, INFINITE AND FINITE, GOD AND SELF, WHICH IT IS THE BUSINESS OF MYSTICISM TO CARRY UP INTO A HIGHER SYNTHESIS. P. 128 WHETHER THE PROCESS BE CONSIDERED AS OUTWARD SEARCH OR INWARD CHANGE, ITS OBJECT AND ITS END ARE THE SAME. MAN ENTERS INTO THAT ORDER OF REALITY FOR WHICH HE WAS MADE, AND WHICH IS INDEED THE INCITING CAUSE OF HIS PILGRIMAGE AND HIS PURIFICATION: FOR HOWEVER GREAT THE DEMAND ON THE SOUL’S OWN EFFORT MAY BE, THE INITIATIVE ALWAYS LIES WITH THE LIVING DIVINE WORLD ITSELF. MAN’S SMALL DESIRE IS EVOKED, MET, AND FULFILLED BY THE DIVINE DESIRE, HIS “SEPARATED WILL” OR LIFE BECOMES ONE WITH THE GREAT LIFE OF THE ALL. FROM WHAT HAS BEEN SAID IN THE LAST CHAPTER, IT WILL BE CLEAR THAT THE SYMBOLISM OF OUTWARD SEARCH AND OF INWARD CHANGE WILL BE ADOPTED RESPECTIVELY BY THE TWO GROUPS OF SELVES WHOSE EXPERIENCE OF “UNION WITH THE DIVINE” LEANS (1) TO THE TRANSCENDENT OR EXTERNAL, (2) TO THE IMMANENT OR INTERNAL WAY OF APPREHENDING REALITY. A THIRD OR INTERMEDIATE GROUP OF IMAGES WILL BE NECESSARY TO EXPRESS THE EXPERIENCE OF THOSE TO WHOM MYSTIC FEELING—THE SATISFACTION OF LOVE—IS THE SUPREME FACTOR IN THE MYSTIC LIFE. ACCORDING, THEN, TO WHETHER MAN’S INSTINCT PROMPTS HIM TO DESCRIBE THE ABSOLUTE REALITY WHICH HE KNOWS AND CRAVES FOR AS A PLACE, A PERSON, OR A STATE—ALL THREE OF COURSE BUT PARTIAL AND INADEQUATE TRANSLATIONS OF THE ONE INDESCRIBABLE TRUTH—SO WILL HE TEND TO ADOPT A SYMBOLISM OF ONE OR OTHER OF THESE THREE TYPES. 
A. THOSE WHO CONCEIVE THE PERFECT AS A BEATIFIC VISION EXTERIOR TO THEM AND VERY FAR OFF, WHO FIND IN THE DOCTRINE OF EMANATIONS SOMETHING WHICH ANSWERS TO THEIR INWARD EXPERIENCE, WILL FEEL THE PROCESS OF THEIR ENTRANCE INTO REALITY TO BE A QUEST, AN ARDUOUS JOURNEY FROM THE MATERIAL TO THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. THEY MOVE AWAY FROM, RATHER THAN TRANSMUTE TO ANOTHER FORM, THE LIFE OF SENSE. THE ECSTASIES OF SUCH MYSTICS WILL ANSWER TO THE ROOT-MEANING OF THAT MUCH PERVERTED WORD, AS A “STANDING OUT” FROM THEMSELVES; A FLIGHT TO HAPPIER COUNTRIES FAR AWAY. FOR THEM, THE SOUL IS OUTWARD BOUND TOWARDS ITS HOME.
B. THOSE FOR WHOM MYSTICISM IS ABOVE ALL THINGS AN INTIMATE AND PERSONAL RELATION, THE SATISFACTION OF A DEEP DESIRE—WHO CAN SAY WITH GERTRUDE MORE, “NEVER WAS THERE OR CAN THERE BE IMAGINED SUCH A LOVE, AS IS BETWEEN AN HUMBLE SOUL AND THEE”—WILL FALL BACK UPON IMAGERY DRAWN LARGELY FROM THE LANGUAGE OF EARTHLY PASSION. SINCE THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION INSISTS UPON THE PERSONAL ASPECT OF THE GOD-HEAD, AND PROVIDES IN CHRIST AN OBJECT OF SUCH INTIMACY, DEVOTION AND DESIRE, AN ENORMOUS NUMBER OF CHRISTIAN MYSTICS INEVITABLY DESCRIBE THEIR EXPERIENCES UNDER SYMBOLISM OF THIS KIND.
C. THOSE WHO ARE CONSCIOUS RATHER OF THE DIVINE AS A TRANSCENDENT LIFE IMMANENT IN THE WORLD AND THE SELF, AND OF A STRANGE SPIRITUAL SEED WITHIN THEM BY WHOSE DEVELOPMENT MAN, MOVING TO HIGHER LEVELS OF CHARACTER AND CONSCIOUSNESS, ATTAINS HIS END, P. 129 WILL SEE THE MYSTIC LIFE AS INVOLVING INWARD CHANGE RATHER THAN OUTGOING SEARCH. REGENERATION IS THEIR WATCHWORD, AND THEY WILL CHOOSE SYMBOLS OF GROWTH OR TRANSMUTATION: SAYING WITH ST. CATHERINE OF GENOA, “MY BEING IS GOD, NOT BY SIMPLE PARTICIPATION, BUT BY A TRUE TRANSFORMATION OF MY BEING.” THESE THREE GROUPS OF MYSTICS, THEN, STAND FOR THREE KINDS OF TEMPERAMENT; AND WE MAY FAIRLY TAKE AS THEIR CHARACTERISTIC FORMS OF SYMBOLIC EXPRESSION THE MYSTIC QUEST, THE MARRIAGE OF THE SOUL, AND THE “GREAT WORK” OF THE SPIRITUAL ALCHEMISTS. 
I
THE PILGRIMAGE IDEA, THE OUTGOING QUEST, APPEARS IN MYSTICAL LITERATURE UNDER TWO DIFFERENT ASPECTS. ONE IS THE SEARCH FOR THE “HIDDEN TREASURE WHICH DESIRES TO BE FOUND.” SUCH IS THE “QUEST OF THE GRAIL” WHEN REGARDED IN ITS MYSTIC ASPECT AS AN ALLEGORY OF THE ADVENTURES OF THE SOUL. THE OTHER IS THE LONG, HARD JOURNEY TOWARDS A KNOWN AND DEFINITE GOAL OR STATE. SUCH ARE DANTE’S “DIVINE COMEDY” AND BUNYAN’S “PILGRIM’S PROGRESS”; EACH IN THEIR MANNER FAITHFUL DESCRIPTIONS OF THE MYSTIC WAY. THE GOAL OF THE QUEST—THE EMPYREAN OF DANTE, THE BEATIFIC VISION OR FULFILMENT OF LOVE—IS OFTEN CALLED JERUSALEM BY THE CHRISTIAN MYSTICS: NATURALLY ENOUGH SINCE THAT CITY WAS FOR THE MEDIAEVAL MIND THE SUPREME END OF PILGRIMAGE. BY JERUSALEM THEY MEAN NOT ONLY THE CELESTIAL COUNTRY HEAVEN, BUT ALSO THE SPIRITUAL LIFE, WHICH IS “ITSELF A HEAVEN.” “RIGHT AS A TRUE PILGRIM GOING TO JERUSALEM,” SAYS HILTON, “LEAVES BEHIND HIM HOUSE AND LAND, WIFE AND CHILD, AND MAKES HIMSELF POOR AND BARE FROM ALL THAT HE HATH, THAT HE MAY GO LIGHTLY WITHOUT LETTING: RIGHT SO, IF THOU WILT BE A GHOSTLY PILGRIM, THOU SHALT MAKE THYSELF NAKED FROM ALL THAT THOU HAST...THEN SHALT THOU SET IN THY HEART WHOLLY AND FULLY THAT THOU WOULDST BE AT JERUSALEM, AND AT NONE OTHER PLACE BUT THERE.” “JERUSALEM,” HE SAYS IN THIS SAME CHAPTER, “IS AS MUCH AS TO SAY A SIGHT OF PEACE; AND BETOKENETH CONTEMPLATION IN PERFECT LOVE OF GOD.” UNDER THIS IMAGE OF A PILGRIMAGE—AN IMAGE AS CONCRETE AND PRACTICAL, AS REMOTE FROM THE ROMANTIC AND PICTURESQUE, FOR THE MEDIAEVAL WRITERS WHO USED IT, AS A SYMBOLISM OF HOTEL AND RAILWAY TRAIN WOULD BE TO US—THE MYSTICS CONTRIVED TO SUMMARIZE AND SUGGEST MUCH OF THE LIFE HISTORY OF THE ASCENDING SOUL; THE DEVELOPING SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS. THE NECESSARY FREEDOM AND DETACHMENT OF THE TRAVELER, HIS DEPARTURE FROM HIS NORMAL LIFE AND INTERESTS, THE DIFFICULTIES, ENEMIES, AND HARDSHIPS ENCOUNTERED ON P. 130 THE ROAD—THE LENGTH OF THE JOURNEY, THE VARIETY OF THE COUNTRY, THE DARK NIGHT WHICH OVERTAKES HIM, THE GLIMPSES OF DESTINATION FAR AWAY—ALL THESE ARE SEEN MORE AND MORE AS WE ADVANCE IN KNOWLEDGE TO CONSTITUTE A TRANSPARENT ALLEGORY OF THE INCIDENTS OF MAN’S PROGRESS FROM THE UNREAL TO THE REAL. BUNYAN WAS BUT THE LAST OF A LONG SERIES OF MINDS WHICH GRASPED THIS FACT. THE TRAVELER, SAYS THE SUFI ‘AZIZ BIN MAHOMMED NAFASI, IN WHOSE BOOK, “THE REMOTEST AIM,” THE PILGRIMAGE-SYMBOLISM IS DEVELOPED IN GREAT DETAIL, IS THE PERCEPTIVE OR INTUITIVE SENSE OF MAN. THE GOAL TO WHICH HE JOURNEYS IS KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. THIS MYSTERIOUS TRAVELER TOWARDS THE ONLY COUNTRY OF THE SOUL MAY BE KNOWN OF OTHER MEN BY HIS DETACHMENT, CHARITY, HUMILITY, AND PATIENCE. THESE PRIMARY VIRTUES, HOWEVER—BELONGING TO ETHICAL RATHER THAN TO SPIRITUAL LIFE—ARE NOT ENOUGH TO BRING HIS QUEST TO A SUCCESSFUL TERMINATION. THEY MAKE HIM, SAY THE SUFIS, “PERFECT IN KNOWLEDGE OF HIS GOAL BUT DEFICIENT IN THE POWER OF REACHING IT.” THOUGH HE HAS FRATERNAL LOVE FOR HIS FELLOW-PILGRIMS, DETACHMENT FROM WAYSIDE ALLUREMENTS, UNTIRING PERSEVERANCE ON THE ROAD, HE IS STILL ENCUMBERED AND WEAKENED BY UNNECESSARY LUGGAGE. THE SECOND STAGE OF HIS JOURNEY, THEREFORE, IS INITIATED LIKE THAT OF CHRISTIAN BY A CASTING OFF OF HIS BURDEN: A TOTAL SELF-RENOUNCEMENT, THE ATTAINMENT OF A FRANCISCAN POVERTY OF SPIRIT WHEREBY HE BECOMES “PERFECTLY FREE.” HAVING GOT RID OF ALL IMPEDIMENTS TO THE SPIRITUAL QUEST, HE MUST NOW ACQUIRE OR DEVELOP IN THEIR STEAD THE CHARACTERISTIC MYSTICAL QUALITIES, OR THREE AIDS OF THE PILGRIM; WHICH ARE CALLED IN THIS SYSTEM ATTRACTION, DEVOTION, AND ELEVATION. ATTRACTION IS CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE MUTUAL DESIRE EXISTING BETWEEN MAN’S SPIRIT AND THE DIVINE SPIRIT: OF THE LINK OF LOVE WHICH KNITS UP REALITY AND DRAWS ALL THINGS TO THEIR HOME IN GOD. THIS IS THE UNIVERSAL LAW ON WHICH ALL MYSTICISM IS BASED. IT IS ST. AUGUSTINE’S “THOU HAST MADE US FOR THYSELF AND OUR HEARTS CAN FIND NO REST EXCEPT IN THEE.” THIS “NATURAL MAGNETISM,” THEN, ONCE HE IS AWARE OF IT, WILL DRAW THE PILGRIM IRRESISTIBLY ALONG THE ROAD FROM THE MANY TO THE ONE. HIS SECOND AID, DEVOTION, SAYS THE “REMOTEST AIM” IN A PHRASE OF GREAT DEPTH AND BEAUTY, IS “THE PROSECUTION OF THE JOURNEY TO GOD AND IN GOD.” IT EMBRACES, IN FACT, THE WHOLE CONTEMPLATIVE LIFE. IT IS THE NEXT DEGREE OF SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS AFTER THE BLIND YIELDING TO THE ATTRACTION OF THE REAL, AND THE SETTING IN ORDER OF MAN’S RELATION TO HIS SOURCE. THE TRAVELER’S JOURNEY TO GOD IS COMPLETE WHEN HE ATTAINS P. 131 KNOWLEDGE OF HIM “ILLUMINATION,” IN THE LANGUAGE OF EUROPEAN MYSTICS. THE POINT AT WHICH THIS IS REACHED IS CALLED THE TAVERN OR RESTING-PLACE UPON THE ROAD, WHERE HE IS FED WITH THE DIVINE MYSTERIES. THERE ARE ALSO “WINE SHOPS” UPON THE WAY, WHERE THE WEARY PILGRIM IS CHEERED AND REFRESHED BY A DRAUGHT OF THE WINE OF DIVINE LOVE. ONLY WHEN THE JOURNEY TO GOD IS COMPLETED BEGINS THE “JOURNEY IN GOD”—THAT WHICH THE CHRISTIAN MYSTICS CALL THE UNITIVE WAY—AND THIS, SINCE IT IS THE ESSENCE OF ETERNAL LIFE, CAN HAVE NO END. ELEVATION, THE PILGRIM’S THIRD AID, IS THE EXALTED OR ECSTATIC FORM OF CONSCIOUSNESS PECULIAR TO THE CONTEMPLATIVE, AND WHICH ALLOWS THE TRAVELER A GLIMPSE OF THE SPIRITUAL CITY TOWARDS WHICH HE GOES. THE SUFI POET ‘ATTAR, IN HIS MYSTICAL POEM, “THE COLLOQUY OF THE BIRDS,” HAS DESCRIBED THE STAGES OF THIS SAME SPIRITUAL PILGRIMAGE WITH GREATER PSYCHOLOGICAL INSIGHT, AS THE JOURNEY THROUGH “SEVEN VALLEYS.” THE LAPWING, HAVING BEEN ASKED BY OTHER BIRDS WHAT IS THE LENGTH OF THE ROAD WHICH LEADS TO THE HIDDEN PALACE OF THE KING, REPLIES THAT THERE ARE SEVEN VALLEYS THROUGH WHICH EVERY TRAVELER MUST PASS: BUT SINCE NONE WHO ATTAIN THE END EVER COME BACK TO DESCRIBE THEIR ADVENTURES, NO ONE KNOWS THE LENGTH OF THE WAY. 
(1) THE FIRST VALLEY, SAYS THE LAPWING, IS THE VALLEY OF THE QUEST. IT IS LONG AND TOILSOME: AND THERE THE TRAVELER MUST STRIP HIMSELF OF ALL EARTHLY THINGS, BECOMING POOR, BARE, AND DESOLATE: AND SO, STAY TILL THE SUPERNAL LIGHT CASTS A RAY ON HIS DESOLATION. IT IS IN FACT, DANTE’S PURGATORIO, THE CHRISTIAN WAY OF PURGATION: THE PERIOD OF SELF-STRIPPING AND PURIFICATION WHICH NO MYSTIC SYSTEM OMITS.
(2) WHEN THE RAY OF SUPERNAL LIGHT HAS TOUCHED THE PILGRIM, HE ENTERS THE LIMITLESS VALLEY OF LOVE: BEGINS, THAT IS TO SAY, THE MYSTIC LIFE. IT IS DANTE’S “EARTHLY PARADISE,” OR, IN THE TRADITIONAL SYSTEM OF THE MYSTICS, THE ONSET OF ILLUMINATION.
(3) HENCE, HE PASSES TO THE VALLEY OF KNOWLEDGE OR ENLIGHTENMENT—THE CONTEMPLATIVE STATE—WHERE EACH FIND’S IN COMMUNION WITH TRUTH THE PLACE THAT BELONGS TO HIM. NO DANTE STUDENT WILL FAIL TO SEE HERE A STRIKING PARALLEL WITH THOSE PLANETARY HEAVENS WHERE EACH SOUL PARTAKES OF THE DIVINE, “NOT SUPREMELY IN THE ABSOLUTE SENSE,” AS ST. BONAVENTURA HAS IT, BUT “SUPREMELY IN RESPECT OF HIMSELF.” THE MYSTERY OF BEING IS NOW REVEALED TO THE TRAVELER. HE SEES NATURE’S SECRET, AND GOD IN ALL THINGS. IT IS THE HEIGHT OF ILLUMINATION. P. 132 
(4) THE NEXT STAGE IS THE VALLEY OF DETACHMENT, OF UTTER ABSORPTION IN DIVINE LOVE—THE STELLAR HEAVEN OF THE SAINTS—WHERE DUTY IS SEEN TO BE ALL IN ALL. THIS LEADS TO—
(5) THE VALLEY OF THE UNITY, WHERE THE NAKED GOD-HEAD IS THE ONE OBJECT OF CONTEMPLATION. THIS IS THE STAGE OF ECSTASY, OR THE BEATIFIC VISION: DANTE’S CONDITION IN THE LAST CANTO OF THE “PARADISO.” IT IS TRANSIENT, HOWEVER, AND LEADS TO—
(6) THE VALLEY OF AMAZEMENT; WHERE THE VISION, FAR TRANSCENDING THE PILGRIM’S RECEPTIVE POWER, APPEARS TO BE TAKEN FROM HIM AND HE IS PLUNGED IN DARKNESS AND BEWILDERMENT. THIS IS THE STATE WHICH DIONYSIUS THE AREOPAGITE, AND AFTER HIM MANY MEDIAEVAL MYSTICS, CALLED THE DIVINE DARK, AND DESCRIBED AS THE TRUEST AND CLOSEST OF ALL OUR APPREHENSIONS OF THE GOD-HEAD. IT IS THE CLOUD OF UNKNOWING, “DARK FROM EXCESSIVE BRIGHT.” THE FINAL STAGE IS—
(7) THE VALLEY OF ANNIHILATION OF SELF: THE SUPREME DEGREE OF UNION OR THEO-PATHETIC STATE, IN WHICH THE SELF IS UTTERLY MERGED “LIKE A FISH IN THE SEA” IN THE OCEAN OF DIVINE LOVE.   
THROUGH ALL THESE METAPHORS OF PILGRIMAGE TO A GOAL—OF A ROAD FOLLOWED, DISTANCE OVERPASSED, FATIGUE ENDURED—THERE RUNS THE DEFINITE IDEA THAT THE TRAVELLING SELF IN UNDERTAKING THE JOURNEY IS FULFILLING A DESTINY, A LAW OF THE TRANSCENDENTAL LIFE; OBEYING AN IMPERATIVE NEED. THE CHOSEN KNIGHTS ARE DESTINED OR CALLED TO THE QUEST OF THE GRAIL. “ALL MEN ARE CALLED TO THEIR ORIGIN,” SAYS RULMAN MERSWIN, AND THE FISHES WHICH HE SEES IN HIS VISION OF NINE ROCKS ARE IMPELLED TO STRUGGLE, AS IT WERE “AGAINST NATURE,” UPHILL FROM POOL TO POOL TOWARDS THEIR SOURCE. ALL MYSTICAL THINKERS AGREE IN DECLARING THAT THERE IS A MUTUAL ATTRACTION BETWEEN THE SPARK OF THE SOUL, THE FREE DIVINE GERM IN MAN, AND THE FOUNT FROM WHICH IT CAME FORTH. “WE LONG FOR THE ABSOLUTE,” SAYS ROYCE, “ONLY IN SO FAR AS IN US THE ABSOLUTE ALSO LONGS, AND SEEKS, THROUGH OUR VERY TEMPORAL STRIVING, THE PEACE THAT IS NOWHERE IN TIME, BUT ONLY, AND YET ABSOLUTELY, IN ETERNITY.” SO, MANY CENTURIES BEFORE THE BIRTH OF AMERICAN PHILOSOPHY, HILTON PUT THE SAME TRUTH OF EXPERIENCE IN LOVELIER WORDS. “HE IT IS THAT DESIRES IN THEE, AND HE IT IS THAT IS DESIRED. HE IS ALL AND HE DOTH ALL IF THOU MIGHT SEE HIM.”   
THE HOMEWARD JOURNEY OF MAN’S SPIRIT, THEN, MAY BE THOUGHT OF AS DUE TO THE PUSH OF A DIVINE LIFE WITHIN, ANSWERING TO THE PULL OF P. 133 A DIVINE LIFE WITHOUT.  IT IS ONLY POSSIBLE BECAUSE THERE IS ALREADY IN THAT SPIRIT A CERTAIN KINSHIP WITH THE DIVINE, A CAPACITY FOR ETERNAL LIFE; AND THE MYSTICS, IN UNDERTAKING IT, ARE HUMANITY’S PIONEERS ON THE ONLY ROAD TO REST. HENCE THAT ATTRACTION WHICH THE MOSLEM MYSTIC DISCERNED AS THE TRAVELER’S NECESSARY AID, IS A FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINE OF ALL MYSTICISM: AND AS A CONSEQUENCE, THE SYMBOLISM OF MUTUAL DESIRE IS HERE INEXTRICABLY MINGLED WITH THAT OF PILGRIMAGE. THE SPIRITUAL PILGRIM GOES BECAUSE HE IS CALLED; BECAUSE HE WANTS TO GO, MUST GO, IF HE IS TO FIND REST AND PEACE. “GOD NEEDS MAN,” SAYS ECKHART. IT IS LOVE CALLING TO LOVE: AND THE JOURNEY, THOUGH IN ONE SENSE A HARD PILGRIMAGE, UP AND OUT, BY THE TERRACED MOUNT AND THE TEN HEAVENS TO GOD, IN ANOTHER IS THE INEVITABLE RUSH OF THE ROVING COMET, CAUGHT AT LAST, TO THE CENTRAL SUN. “MY WEIGHT IS MY LOVE,” SAID ST. AUGUSTINE. LIKE GRAVITATION, IT INEVITABLY COMPELS, FOR GOOD OR EVIL, EVERY SPIRIT TO ITS OWN PLACE. ACCORDING TO ANOTHER RANGE OF SYMBOLS, THAT LOVE FLINGS OPEN A DOOR, IN ORDER THAT THE LARGER LIFE MAY RUSH IN AND IT AND THE SOUL BE “ONE THING.” HERE, THEN, WE RUN THROUGH THE WHOLE GAMUT OF SYMBOLIC EXPRESSION; THROUGH TRANSCENDENCE, DESIRE, AND IMMANENCE. ALL ARE SEEN TO POINT TO ONE CONSUMMATION, DIVERSELY AND ALWAYS ALLUSIVELY EXPRESSED: THE NEED OF UNION BETWEEN MAN’S SEPARATED SPIRIT AND THE REAL, HIS REMAKING IN THE INTERESTS OF TRANSCENDENT LIFE, HIS ESTABLISHMENT IN THAT KINGDOM WHICH IS BOTH “NEAR AND FAR.” “IN THE BOOK OF HIDDEN THINGS, IT IS WRITTEN,” SAYS ECKHART, “‘I STAND AT THE DOOR AND KNOCK AND WAIT’ ...THOU NEED NOT SEEK HIM HERE OR THERE: HE IS NO FARTHER OFF THAN THE DOOR OF THE HEART. THERE HE STANDS AND WAITS AND WAITS UNTIL HE FINDS THEE READY TO OPEN AND LET HIM IN. THOU NEED NOT CALL HIM FROM A DISTANCE; TO WAIT UNTIL THOU OPEN IS HARDER FOR HIM THAN FOR THEE. HE NEEDS THEE A THOUSAND TIMES MORE THAN THOU CANST NEED HIM. THY OPENING AND HIS ENTERING ARE BUT ONE MOMENT.” “GOD,” HE SAYS IN ANOTHER PLACE, “CAN AS LITTLE DO WITHOUT US, AS WE WITHOUT HIM.” OUR ATTAINMENT OF THE ABSOLUTE IS NOT A ONE-SIDED AMBITION, BUT THE FULFILMENT OF A MUTUAL DESIRE. “FOR OUR NATURAL WILL,” SAYS LADY JULIAN, “IS TO HAVE GOD, AND THE GOOD WILL OF P. 134 GOD IS TO HAVE US; AND WE MAY NEVER CEASE FROM LONGING TILL WE HAVE HIM IN FULLNESS OF JOY.” SO, IN THE BEAUTIFUL POEM OR RITUAL CALLED THE “HYMN OF JESUS,” CONTAINED IN THE APOCRYPHAL “ACTS OF JOHN” AND DATING FROM PRIMITIVE CHRISTIAN TIMES, THE LOGOS, OR ETERNAL CHRIST, IS THUS REPRESENTED AS MATCHING WITH HIS OWN TRANSCENDENT, SELF-GIVING DESIRE EVERY NEED OF THE SOUL. THE SOUL SAYS: “‘I WOULD BE SAVED.’” CHRIST REPLIES: “‘AND I WOULD SAVE.’ AMEN.” THE DIALOGUE CONTINUES: “‘I WOULD BE LOOSED.’ ‘AND I WOULD LOOSE.’ AMEN. ‘I WOULD BE PIERCED.’ ‘AND I WOULD PIERCE.’ AMEN. ‘I WOULD BE BORN.’ ‘AND I WOULD BEAR.’ AMEN. ‘I WOULD EAT.’ ‘AND I WOULD BE EATEN.’ AMEN. ‘I WOULD HEAR.’ ‘AND I WOULD BE HEARD.’ AMEN.” “‘I AM A LAMP TO THEE WHO BEHOLD ME, I AM A MIRROR TO THEE WHO PERCEIVES ME, I AM A DOOR TO THEE, WHO KNOCK AT ME, I AM A WAY TO THEE A WAYFARER.’” THE SAME FUNDAMENTAL IDEA OF THE MUTUAL QUEST OF THE SOUL AND THE ABSOLUTE IS EXPRESSED IN THE TERMS OF ANOTHER SYMBOLISM BY THE GREAT MAHOMMEDAN MYSTIC: “NO LOVER EVER SEEKS UNION WITH HIS BELOVED, BUT HIS BELOVED IS ALSO SEEKING UNION WITH HIM. BUT THE LOVER’S LOVE MAKES HIS BODY LEAN WHILE THE BELOVED’S LOVE MAKES HER FAIR AND LUSTY. WHEN IN THIS HEART THE LIGHTNING SPARK OF LOVE ARISES, BE SURE THIS LOVE IS RECIPROCATED IN THAT HEART. WHEN THE LOVE OF GOD ARISES IN THY HEART, WITHOUT DOUBT GOD ALSO FEELS LOVE FOR THEE.” THE MYSTIC VISION, THEN, IS OF A SPIRITUAL UNIVERSE HELD WITHIN P. 135 THE BONDS OF LOVE: AND OF THE FREE AND RESTLESS HUMAN SOUL, HAVING WITHIN IT THE SPARK OF DIVINE DESIRE, THE “TENDENCY TO THE ABSOLUTE,” ONLY FINDING SATISFACTION AND TRUE LIFE WHEN UNITED WITH THIS LIFE OF GOD. THEN, IN PATMORE’S LOVELY IMAGE, “THE BABE IS AT ITS MOTHER’S BREAST,” “THE LOVER HAS RETURNED TO THE BELOVED.” WHATEVER THEIR OUTWARD SENSE, ALL TRUE MYSTIC SYMBOLS EXPRESS ASPECTS OF THIS “SECRET OF THE WORLD,” THIS PRIMAL VERITY. BUT WHEREAS SUCH GREAT VISIONARY SCHEMES AS THOSE OF ‘ATTAR AND OF DANTE SHOW IT IN ITS COSMIC FORM, IN MANY SYMBOLIC DESCRIPTIONS—PARTICULARLY THOSE WHICH WE MEET IN THE WRITINGS OF THE ECSTATIC SAINTS—THE PERSONAL SUBJECTIVE NOTE, THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF AN INDIVIDUAL RELATION BETWEEN THAT ONE SELF AND THE SUPERNAL SELF, OVERPOWERS ALL GENERAL APPLICATIONS. THEN PHILOSOPHY AND FORMAL ALLEGORY MUST STEP ASIDE: THE SACRAMENTAL LANGUAGE OF EXALTED EMOTION, OF PROFOUNDLY FELT EXPERIENCE, TAKES ITS PLACE. THE PHASES OF MUTUAL LOVE, OF WOOING AND COMBAT, AWE AND DELIGHT—THE FEVERS OF DESIRE, THE ECSTASY OF SURRENDER—ARE DRAWN UPON AND MADE TO CONTRIBUTE SOMETHING TO THE DESCRIPTION OF THE GREAT AND SECRET DRAMA OF THE SOUL. TO SUCH SYMBOLIC TRANSCRIPTS OF INTIMATE EXPERIENCE BELONGS ONE AMAZING EPISODE OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE-HISTORY WHICH, BECAUSE IT HAS BEEN GIVEN IMMORTAL EXPRESSION BY THE GREATEST MYSTICAL POET OF MODERN TIMES, IS FAMILIAR TO THOUSANDS OF READERS WHO KNOW LITTLE OR NOTHING OF THE MORE NORMAL ADVENTURES INCIDENTAL TO MAN’S ATTAINMENT OF THE ABSOLUTE. IN “THE HOUND OF HEAVEN” FRANCIS THOMPSON DESCRIBED WITH AN ALMOST TERRIBLE POWER, NOT THE SELF’S QUEST OF ADORED REALITY, BUT REALITY’S QUEST OF THE UNWILLING SELF. HE SHOWS TO US THE REMORSELESS, UNTIRING SEEKING AND FOLLOWING OF THE SOUL BY THE DIVINE LIFE TO WHICH IT WILL NOT SURRENDER: THE INEXORABLE ONWARD SWEEP OF “THIS TREMENDOUS LOVER,” HUNTING THE SEPARATED SPIRIT, “STRANGE PITEOUS FUTILE THING” THAT FLEES HIM “DOWN THE NIGHTS AND DOWN THE DAYS.” THIS IDEA OF THE LOVE-CHASE, OF THE SPIRIT RUSHING IN TERROR FROM THE OVERPOWERING PRESENCE OF GOD, BUT FOLLOWED, SOUGHT, CONQUERED IN THE END, IS COMMON TO ALL THE MEDIAEVAL MYSTICS: IT IS THE OBVERSE OF THEIR GENERAL DOCTRINE OF THE NECESSARY FUSION OF HUMAN AND DIVINE LIFE, “ESCAPE FROM THE FLAME OF SEPARATION.” “I CHASED THEE, FOR IN THIS WAS MY PLEASURE,” SAYS THE VOICE OF LOVE TO MECHTHILD OF MAGDEBURG; “I CAPTURED THEE, FOR THIS WAS MY DESIRE; I BOUND THEE, AND I REJOICE IN THY BONDS; I HAVE P. 136 WOUNDED THEE, THAT THOU MAYST BE UNITED TO ME. IF I GAVE THEE BLOWS, IT WAS THAT I MIGHT BE POSSESSED OF THEE.” SO, IN THE BEAUTIFUL MIDDLE ENGLISH POEM OF “QUIA AMORE LANGUEO,” “I AM TRUE LOVE THAT FALS WAS NEVERE, MI SISTYR, MANNIS SOULE, I LOVED HIR THUS; BICAUSE WE WOLDE IN NO WISE DISCEVERE I LEFTE MY KYNGDOM GLORIOUS. I PURVEYDE FOR HIR A PALEIS PRECIOUS; SHE FLEYTH, I FOLOWE, I SOUGHT HIR SO. I SUFFRIDE THIS PEYNE PITEOUS QUIA AMORE LANGUEO,” MEISTER ECKHART HAS THE SAME IDEA OF THE INEXORABLE FOLLOWING LOVE, IMPOSSIBLE TO ESCAPE, EXPRESSED UNDER LESS PERSONAL IMAGES. “EARTH,” HE SAYS, “CANNOT ESCAPE THE SKY; LET IT FLEE UP OR DOWN, THE SKY FLOWS INTO IT, AND MAKES IT FRUITFUL WHETHER IT WILL OR NO. SO, GOD DOES TO MAN. HE WHO WILL ESCAPE HIM ONLY RUNS TO HIS BOSOM; FOR ALL CORNERS ARE OPEN TO HIM.” WE FIND IN ALL THE MYSTICS THIS STRONG SENSE OF A MYSTERIOUS SPIRITUAL LIFE—A REALITY—OVER AGAINST MAN, SEEKING HIM AND COMPELLING HIM TO ITS WILL. IT IS NOT FOR HIM, THEY THINK, TO SAY THAT HE WILL OR WILL NOT ASPIRE TO THE TRANSCENDENTAL WORLD.  HENCE SOMETIMES THIS INVERSION OF MAN’S LONG QUEST OF GOD. THE SELF RESISTS THE PULL OF SPIRITUAL GRAVITATION, FLEES FROM THE TOUCH OF ETERNITY; AND THE ETERNAL SEEKS IT, TRACKS IT RUTHLESSLY DOWN. THE FOLLOWING LOVE, THE MYSTICS SAY, IS A FACT OF EXPERIENCE, NOT A POETIC IDEA. “THOSE STRONG FEET THAT FOLLOW, FOLLOW AFTER,” ONCE SET UPON THE CHASE, ARE BOUND TO WIN. MAN, ONCE CONSCIOUS OF REALITY, CANNOT EVADE IT. FOR A TIME, HIS SEPARATED SPIRIT, HIS DISORDERED LOVES, MAY WILLFULLY FRUSTRATE THE SCHEME OF THINGS: BUT HE MUST BE CONQUERED IN THE END. THEN THE MYSTIC PROCESS UNFOLDS ITSELF: LOVE TRIUMPHS: THE “PURPOSE OF THE WORLDS” FULFILS ITSELF IN THE INDIVIDUAL LIFE.
II
IT WAS NATURAL AND INEVITABLE THAT THE IMAGERY OF HUMAN LOVE AND MARRIAGE SHOULD HAVE SEEMED TO THE MYSTIC THE BEST OF ALL IMAGES OF HIS OWN “FULFILMENT OF LIFE”; HIS SOUL’S SURRENDER, FIRST TO THE CALL, FINALLY TO THE EMBRACE OF PERFECT LOVE. IT LAY READY TO P. 137 HIS HAND: IT WAS UNDERSTOOD OF ALL MEN: AND MOREOVER, IT CERTAINLY DOES OFFER, UPON LOWER LEVELS, A STRANGELY EXACT PARALLEL TO THE SEQUENCE OF STATES IN WHICH MAN’S SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS UNFOLDS ITSELF, AND WHICH FORM THE CONSUMMATION OF THE MYSTIC LIFE. IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT THE CONSTANT USE OF SUCH IMAGERY BY CHRISTIAN MYSTICS OF THE MEDIAEVAL PERIOD IS TRACEABLE TO THE POPULARITY OF THE SONG OF SONGS, REGARDED AS AN ALLEGORY OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE. I THINK THAT THE TRUTH LIES RATHER IN THE OPPOSITE STATEMENT: NAMELY, THAT THE MYSTIC LOVED THE SONG OF SONGS BECAUSE HE THERE SAW REFLECTED, AS IN A MIRROR, THE MOST SECRET EXPERIENCES OF HIS SOUL. THE SENSE OF A DESIRE THAT WAS INSATIABLE, OF A PERSONAL FELLOWSHIP SO REAL, INWARD, AND INTENSE THAT IT COULD ONLY BE COMPARED WITH THE CLOSEST LINK OF HUMAN LOVE, OF AN INTERCOURSE THAT WAS NO MERE SPIRITUAL SELF-INDULGENCE, BUT WAS ROOTED IN THE PRIMAL DUTIES AND NECESSITIES OF LIFE—MORE, THOSE DEEPEST, MOST INTIMATE SECRETS OF COMMUNION, THOSE SELF-GIVING ECSTASIES WHICH ALL MYSTICS KNOW, BUT OF WHICH WE, WHO ARE NOT MYSTICS, MAY NOT SPEAK—ALL THESE HE FOUND SYMBOLIZED AND SUGGESTED, THEIR UNENDURABLE GLORIES VEILED IN A MERCIFUL MIST, IN THE POETRY WHICH MAN HAS INVENTED TO HONOR THAT AUGUST PASSION IN WHICH THE MERELY HUMAN DRAWS NEAREST TO THE DIVINE. THE GREAT SAINTS WHO ADOPTED AND ELABORATED THIS SYMBOLISM, APPLYING IT TO THEIR PURE AND ARDENT PASSION FOR THE ABSOLUTE, WERE DESTITUTE OF THE PRURIENT IMAGINATION WHICH THEIR MODERN COMMENTATORS TOO OFTEN POSSESS. THEY WERE ESSENTIALLY PURE OF HEART; AND WHEN THEY “SAW GOD” THEY WERE SO FAR FROM CONFUSING THAT UNEARTHLY VISION WITH THE PRODUCTS OF MORBID SEXUALITY, THAT THE DANGEROUS NATURE OF THE IMAGERY WHICH THEY EMPLOYED DID NOT OCCUR TO THEM. THEY KNEW BY EXPERIENCE THE UNIQUE NATURE OF SPIRITUAL LOVE: AND NO ONE CAN KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT IT IN ANY OTHER WAY. THUS FOR ST. BERNARD, THROUGHOUT HIS DEEPLY MYSTICAL SERMONS ON THE SONG OF SONGS, THE DIVINE WORD IS THE BRIDEGROOM, THE HUMAN SOUL IS THE BRIDE: BUT HOW DIFFERENT IS THE EFFECT PRODUCED BY HIS USE OF THESE SYMBOLS FROM THAT WITH WHICH HE HAS BEEN CHARGED BY HOSTILE CRITICS! IN THE PLACE OF THAT “SENSUOUS IMAGERY” WHICH IS SO OFTEN AND SO EARNESTLY DEPLORED BY THOSE WHO HAVE HARDLY A NODDING ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE WRITINGS OF THE SAINTS, WE FIND IMAGES WHICH INDEED HAVE ONCE BEEN SENSUOUS; BUT WHICH ARE HERE ANOINTED AND ORDAINED TO A HOLY OFFICE, CARRIED UP, TRANSMUTED, AND ENDOWED WITH A RADIANT PURITY, AN INTENSE AND SPIRITUAL LIFE. “‘LET HIM KISS ME WITH THE KISSES OF HIS MOUTH.’ WHO IS IT, SPEAKS THESE WORDS? IT IS THE BRIDE. WHO IS THE BRIDE? IT IS THE SOUL THIRSTING FOR GOD...SHE WHO ASKS THIS IS HELD BY THE BOND OF LOVE TO HIM FROM WHOM SHE ASKS IT. OF ALL THE SENTIMENTS OF NATURE, P. 138 THIS OF LOVE IS THE MOST EXCELLENT, ESPECIALLY WHEN IT IS RENDERED BACK TO HIM WHO IS THE PRINCIPLE AND FOUNTAIN OF IT—THAT IS, GOD. NOR ARE THERE FOUND ANY EXPRESSIONS EQUALLY SWEET TO SIGNIFY THE MUTUAL AFFECTION BETWEEN THE WORD OF GOD AND THE SOUL, AS THOSE OF BRIDEGROOM AND OF BRIDE; INASMUCH AS BETWEEN INDIVIDUALS WHO STAND IN SUCH RELATION TO EACH OTHER ALL THINGS ARE IN COMMON, AND THEY POSSESS NOTHING SEPARATE OR DIVIDED. THEY HAVE ONE INHERITANCE, ONE DWELLING-PLACE, ONE TABLE, AND THEY ARE IN FACT ONE FLESH. IF, THEN, MUTUAL LOVE IS ESPECIALLY BEFITTING TO A BRIDE AND BRIDEGROOM, IT IS NOT UNFITTING THAT THE NAME OF BRIDE IS GIVEN TO A SOUL WHICH LOVES.” TO WOMEN MYSTICS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, FAMILIAR WITH THE ANTIQUE AND POETIC METAPHOR WHICH CALLED EVERY CLOISTERED NUN THE BRIDE OF CHRIST, THAT CRISIS IN THEIR SPIRITUAL HISTORY IN WHICH THEY DEFINITELY VOWED THEMSELVES TO THE SERVICE OF TRANSCENDENT REALITY SEEMED, NATURALLY ENOUGH, THE VERITABLE BETROTHAL OF THE SOUL. OFTEN, IN A DYNAMIC VISION, THEY SAW AS IN A PICTURE THE BINDING VOWS EXCHANGED BETWEEN THEIR SPIRITS AND THEIR GOD. THAT FURTHER PROGRESS ON THE MYSTIC WAY WHICH BROUGHT WITH IT A SHARP AND PERMANENT CONSCIOUSNESS OF UNION WITH THE DIVINE WILL, THE CONSTANT SUSTAINING PRESENCE OF A DIVINE COMPANION, BECAME, BY AN EXTENSION OF THE ORIGINAL SIMILE, SPIRITUAL MARRIAGE. THE ELEMENTS OF DUTY, CONSTANCY, IRREVOCABLENESS, AND LOVING OBEDIENCE INVOLVED IN THE MEDIAEVAL CONCEPTION OF THE MARRIAGE TIE, MADE IT AN APT IMAGE OF A SPIRITUAL STATE IN WHICH HUMILITY, INTIMACY, AND LOVE WERE THE DOMINANT CHARACTERISTICS. THERE IS REALLY NO NEED TO SEEK A PATHOLOGICAL EXPLANATION OF THESE SIMPLE FACTS. MOREOVER, WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS, THE DESCRIPTIONS OF SPIRITUAL MARRIAGE WHICH THE GREAT MYSTICS HAVE LEFT ARE SINGULARLY FREE FROM PHYSICAL IMAGERY. “SO MYSTERIOUS IS THE SECRET,” SAYS ST. TERESA, “AND SO SUBLIME THE FAVOR THAT GOD THUS BESTOWS INSTANTANEOUSLY ON THE SOUL, THAT IT FEELS A SUPREME DELIGHT, ONLY TO BE DESCRIBED BY SAYING THAT OUR LORD VOUCHSAFES FOR THE MOMENT TO REVEAL TO IT HIS OWN HEAVENLY GLORY IN A FAR MORE SUBTLE WAY THAN BY ANY VISION OR SPIRITUAL DELIGHT. AS FAR AS CAN BE UNDERSTOOD, THE SOUL, I MEAN THE SPIRIT OF THIS SOUL, IS MADE ONE WITH GOD, WHO IS P. 139 HIMSELF A SPIRIT, AND WHO HAS BEEN PLEASED TO SHOW CERTAIN PERSONS HOW FAR HIS LOVE FOR US EXTENDS IN ORDER THAT WE MAY PRAISE HIS GREATNESS. HE HAS THUS DEIGNED TO UNITE HIMSELF TO HIS CREATURE: HE HAS BOUND HIMSELF TO HER AS FIRMLY AS TWO HUMAN BEINGS ARE JOINED IN WEDLOCK AND WILL NEVER SEPARATE HIMSELF FROM HER.” THE GREAT RICHARD OF ST. VICTOR, IN ONE OF HIS MOST SPLENDID MYSTICAL TREATISES, HAS GIVEN US PERHAPS THE MOST DARING AND DETAILED APPLICATION OF THE SYMBOLISM OF MARRIAGE TO THE ADVENTURES OF THE SPIRIT OF MAN. HE DIVIDES THE “STEEP STAIRWAY OF LOVE,” BY WHICH THE CONTEMPLATIVE ASCENDS TO UNION WITH THE ABSOLUTE, INTO FOUR STAGES. THESE HE CALLS THE BETROTHAL, THE MARRIAGE, THE WEDLOCK, AND THE FRUITFULNESS OF THE SOUL.  IN THE BETROTHAL, HE SAYS, THE SOUL “THIRSTS FOR THE BELOVED”; THAT IS TO SAY, IT LONGS TO EXPERIENCE THE DELIGHTS OF REALITY. “THE SPIRIT COMES TO THE SOUL, AND SEEMS SWEETER THAN HONEY.” IT IS CONVERSION, THE AWAKENING TO MYSTICAL TRUTH; THE KINDLING OF THE PASSION FOR THE ABSOLUTE. “THEN THE SOUL WITH PERTINACITY DEMANDS MORE”: AND BECAUSE OF HER BURNING DESIRE SHE ATTAINS TO PURE CONTEMPLATION, AND SO PASSES TO THE SECOND DEGREE OF LOVE. IN THIS SHE IS “LED IN BRIDAL” BY THE BELOVED. ASCENDING “ABOVE HERSELF” IN CONTEMPLATION, SHE “SEES THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.” SHE IS NOW CONFIRMED IN THE MYSTIC LIFE; THE IRREVOCABLE MARRIAGE VOWS ARE MADE BETWEEN HER SPIRIT AND HER GOD. AT THIS POINT SHE CAN “SEE THE BELOVED,” BUT “CANNOT YET COME IN TO HIM,” SAYS RICHARD. THIS DEGREE, AS WE SHALL SEE LATER, ANSWERS MORE OR LESS TO THAT WHICH OTHER MYSTICS CALL THE ILLUMINATIVE WAY: BUT ANY ATTEMPT TO PRESS THESE POETIC SYMBOLS INTO A CAST-IRON SERIES, AND ESTABLISH EXACT PARALLELS, IS FOREDOOMED TO FAILURE, AND WILL MERELY SUCCEED IN ROBBING THEM OF THEIR FRAGRANCE AND SUGGESTIVE POWER. IN RICHARD’S “THIRD STAGE,” HOWEVER, THAT OF UNION, OR WEDLOCK, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE SOUL ENTERS UPON THE “UNITIVE WAY.” SHE HAS PASSED THE STAGES OF ECSTATIC AND SIGNIFICANT EVENTS, AND IS INITIATED INTO THE LIFE. SHE IS “DEIFIED,” “PASSES UTTERLY INTO GOD, AND IS GLORIFIED IN HIM”: IS TRANSFIGURED, HE SAYS, BY IMMEDIATE CONTACT WITH THE DIVINE SUBSTANCE, INTO AN UTTERLY DIFFERENT QUALITY OF BEING. “THUS,” SAYS ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS, “THE SOUL, WHEN IT SHALL HAVE DRIVEN AWAY FROM ITSELF ALL THAT IS CONTRARY TO THE DIVINE WILL, BECOMES TRANSFORMED IN GOD BY LOVE. “THE SOUL,” SAYS RICHARD AGAIN, “IS UTTERLY CONCENTRATED ON THE ONE.” SHE IS “CAUGHT UP TO THE DIVINE LIGHT.” THE EXPRESSION OF P. 140 THE PERSONAL PASSION, THE INTIMATE RELATION, HERE RISES TO ITS HEIGHT. BUT THIS IS NOT ENOUGH. WHERE MOST MYSTICAL DIAGRAMS LEAVE OFF, RICHARD OF ST. VICTOR’S “STEEP STAIRWAY OF LOVE” GOES ON: WITH THE RESULT THAT THIS IS ALMOST THE ONLY SYMBOLIC SYSTEM BEQUEATHED TO US BY THE GREAT CONTEMPLATIVES IN WHICH ALL THE IMPLICATIONS CONTAINED IN THE IDEA OF THE SPIRITUAL MARRIAGE HAVE BEEN WORKED OUT TO THEIR TERM. HE SAW CLEARLY THAT THE UNION OF THE SOUL WITH ITS SOURCE COULD NOT BE A BARREN ECSTASY. THAT WAS TO MISTAKE A MEANS FOR AN END; AND TO FRUSTRATE THE WHOLE INTENTION OF LIFE, WHICH IS, ON ALL LEVELS, FRUITFUL AND CREATIVE. THEREFORE, HE SAYS THAT IN THE FOURTH DEGREE, THE BRIDE WHO HAS BEEN SO GREATLY HONORED, CAUGHT UP TO SUCH UNSPEAKABLE DELIGHT, SINKS HER OWN WILL AND “IS HUMILIATED BELOW HERSELF.” SHE ACCEPTS THE PAINS AND DUTIES IN THE PLACE OF THE RAPTURES OF LOVE; AND BECOMES A SOURCE, A “PARENT” OF FRESH SPIRITUAL LIFE. THE SPONSA DEI DEVELOPS INTO THE MATER DIVINAE GRATIAE. THAT IMPERATIVE NEED OF LIFE, TO PUSH ON, TO CREATE, TO SPREAD, IS HERE SEEN OPERATING IN THE SPIRITUAL SPHERE. THIS FORMS THAT RARE AND FINAL STAGE IN THE EVOLUTION OF THE GREAT MYSTICS, IN WHICH THEY RETURN TO THE WORLD WHICH THEY FORSOOK; AND THERE LIVE, AS IT WERE, AS CENTERS OF TRANSCENDENTAL ENERGY, THE CREATORS OF SPIRITUAL FAMILIES, THE PARTNERS AND FELLOW-LABORERS WITH THE DIVINE LIFE.  
III
WE COME NOW TO THE SYMBOLS WHICH HAVE BEEN ADOPTED BY THOSE MYSTICS IN WHOM TEMPERAMENTAL CONSCIOUSNESS OF THEIR OWN IMPERFECTION, AND OF THE UNUTTERABLE PERFECTION OF THE ABSOLUTE LIFE FOR WHICH THEY LONGED, HAS OVERPOWERED ALL OTHER ASPECTS OF MAN’S QUEST OF REALITY. THE “SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND” OF THE PILGRIM, THE “BY LOVE SHALL HE BE GOTTEN AND HOLDEN” OF THE BRIDE, CAN NEVER SEEM AN ADEQUATE DESCRIPTION OF EXPERIENCE TO MINDS OF THIS TYPE. THEY ARE INTENT ON THE INEXORABLE TRUTH WHICH MUST BE ACCEPTED IN SOME FORM BY BOTH THESE CLASSES: THE CRUCIAL FACT THAT “WE BEHOLD THAT WHICH WE ARE,” OR, IN OTHER WORDS, THAT “ONLY THE REAL CAN KNOW REALITY.” HENCE THE STATE OF THE INWARD MAN, THE “UN-REALNESS” OF HIM WHEN JUDGED BY ANY TRANSCENDENTAL STANDARD, IS THEIR CENTER OF INTEREST. HIS REMAKING OR REGENERATION APPEARS TO THEM AS THE PRIMAL NECESSITY, IF HE IS EVER TO OBTAIN RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP IN THE “COUNTRY OF THE SOUL.” WE HAVE SEEN THAT THIS IDEA OF THE NEW BIRTH, THE REMAKING OR TRANSMUTATION OF THE SELF, CLOTHED IN MANY DIFFERENT SYMBOLS, RUNS THROUGH THE WHOLE OF MYSTICISM AND MUCH OF THEOLOGY. IT IS THE MYSTIC’S SUBJECTIVE READING OF THOSE NECESSARY PSYCHOLOGICAL P. 141 AND MORAL CHANGES WHICH HE OBSERVES WITHIN HIMSELF AS HIS SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS GROWS. HIS HARD WORK OF RENUNCIATION, OF DETACHMENT FROM THE THINGS WHICH THAT CONSCIOUSNESS POINTS OUT AS ILLUSORY OR IMPURE, HIS PURIFICATIONS AND TRIALS, ALL FORM PART OF IT. IF THAT WHICH IS WHOLE OR PERFECT IS TO COME, THEN THAT WHICH IS IN PART MUST BE DONE AWAY: “FOR IN WHAT MEASURE WE PUT OFF THE CREATURE, IN THE SAME MEASURE ARE WE ABLE TO PUT ON THE CREATOR: NEITHER MORE NOR LESS.” OF ALL THE SYMBOLIC SYSTEMS IN WHICH THIS TRUTH HAS BEEN ENSHRINED NONE IS SO COMPLETE, SO PICTURESQUE, AND NOW SO LITTLE UNDERSTOOD AS THAT OF THE “HERMETIC PHILOSOPHERS” OR SPIRITUAL ALCHEMISTS. THIS FACT WOULD ITSELF BE SUFFICIENT TO JUSTIFY US IN EXAMINING SOME OF THE CHIEF FEATURES OF THEIR SYMBOLISM. THERE IS A FURTHER EXCUSE FOR THIS APPARENTLY ECCENTRIC PROCEEDING, HOWEVER, IN THE FACT THAT THE LANGUAGE OF ALCHEMY WAS LARGELY—THOUGH NOT ALWAYS ACCURATELY AND CONSISTENTLY—USED BY THE GREAT MYSTIC JACOB BOEHME, AND AFTER HIM BY HIS ENGLISH DISCIPLE, WILLIAM LAW. WITHOUT, THEN, SOME KNOWLEDGE OF THE TERMS WHICH THEY EMPLOYED, BUT SELDOM EXPLAINED, THE WRITINGS OF THIS IMPORTANT SCHOOL CAN HARDLY BE UNDERSTOOD. THE ALCHEMIC SYMBOLS, ESPECIALLY AS APPLIED TO THE MYSTIC LIFE, ARE FULL OF AN OFTEN-DELIBERATE OBSCURITY; WHICH MAKES THEIR EXACT INTERPRETATION A CONTROVERSIAL MATTER AT THE BEST. MOREOVER, THE AUTHORS OF THE VARIOUS HERMETIC WRITINGS DO NOT ALWAYS USE THEM IN THE SAME SENSE, AND WHILST MANY OF THESE WRITINGS ARE UNDOUBTEDLY MYSTICAL, OTHERS CLEARLY DEAL WITH THE PHYSICAL QUEST OF GOLD: NOR HAVE WE ANY SURE STANDARD BY WHICH TO DIVIDE CLASS FROM CLASS. THE ELEMENTS FROM WHICH THE SPIRITUAL ALCHEMISTS BUILT UP THEIR ALLEGORIES OF THE MYSTIC LIFE ARE, HOWEVER, EASILY GRASPED: AND THESE ELEMENTS, WITH THE SIGNIFICANCE GENERALLY ATTRIBUTED TO THEM, ARE AS MUCH AS THOSE WHO ARE NOT SPECIALISTS CAN HOPE TO UNRAVEL FROM THIS VERY TANGLED SKEIN. FIRST, THERE ARE THE METALS; OF COURSE, THE OBVIOUS MATERIALS OF PHYSICAL ALCHEMY. THESE ARE USUALLY CALLED BY THE NAMES OF THEIR PRESIDING PLANETS: THUS, IN HERMETIC LANGUAGE LUNA MEANS SILVER, SOL GOLD, ETC. THEN THERE IS THE VESSEL, OR ATHANOR, IN WHICH THE TRANSMUTATION OF BASE METAL TO GOLD TOOK PLACE: AN OBJECT WHOSE EXACT NATURE IS VEILED IN MUCH MYSTERY. THE FIRE, AND VARIOUS SOLVENTS AND WATERS, PECULIAR TO THE DIFFERENT ALCHEMISTIC RECIPES, COMPLETE THE APPARATUS NECESSARY TO THE “GREAT WORK.” THE PROCESS OF THIS WORK, SOMETIMES DESCRIBED IN CHEMICAL, AND SOMETIMES IN ASTROLOGICAL TERMS, IS MORE OFTEN THAN NOT DISGUISED IN A STRANGE HERALDIC AND ZOOLOGICAL SYMBOLISM DEALING WITH LIONS, DRAGONS, EAGLES, VULTURES, RAVENS AND DOVES: WHICH, P. 142 DELIGHTFUL IN ITS PICTURESQUENESS, IS UNEQUALLED IN ITS POWER OF CONFUSING THE ANXIOUS AND UNWARY INQUIRER. IT IS ALSO THE SUBJECT OF INNUMERABLE AND DELIBERATE ALLEGORIES, WHICH WERE SUPPOSED TO CONVEY ITS SECRETS TO THE ELECT, WHILST MOST CERTAINLY CONCEALING THEM FROM THE CROWD. HENCE IT IS THAT THE AUTHOR OF “A SHORT ENQUIRY CONCERNING THE HERMETIC ART” SPEAKS FOR ALL INVESTIGATORS OF THIS SUBJECT WHEN HE DESCRIBES THE “HERMETIC SCIENCE” AS A “GREAT LABYRINTH, IN WHICH ARE ABUNDANCE OF ENQUIRERS RAMBLING TO THIS DAY, MANY OF THEM UNDISCERNED BY ONE ANOTHER.” LIKE HIM, I TOO “HAVE TAKEN SEVERAL TURNS IN IT MYSELF, WHEREIN ONE SHALL MEET WITH VERY FEW; FOR ‘TIS SO LARGE, AND ALMOST EVERY ONE TAKING A DIFFERENT PATH, THAT THEY SELDOM MEET. BUT FINDING IT A VERY MELANCHOLY PLACE, I RESOLVED TO GET OUT OF IT, AND RATHER CONTENT MYSELF TO WALK IN THE LITTLE GARDEN BEFORE THE ENTRANCE, WHERE MANY THINGS, THOUGH NOT ALL, WERE ORDERLY TO BE SEEN. CHOOSING RATHER TO STAY THERE, AND CONTEMPLATE ON THE METAPHOR SET UP, THAN VENTURE AGAIN INTO THE WILDERNESS.” COMING, THEN, TO THE “CONTEMPLATION OF THE METAPHOR SET UP,”—BY FAR THE MOST JUDICIOUS COURSE FOR MODERN STUDENTS OF THE HERMETIC ART—WE OBSERVE FIRST THAT THE PRIME OBJECT OF ALCHEMY WAS HELD TO BE THE PRODUCTION OF THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE, THAT PERFECT AND INCORRUPT SUBSTANCE OR “NOBLE TINCTURE,” NEVER FOUND UPON OUR IMPERFECT EARTH IN ITS NATURAL STATE, WHICH COULD PURGE ALL BASER METALS OF THEIR DROSS, AND TURN THEM TO PURE GOLD. THE QUEST OF THE STONE, IN FACT, WAS BUT ONE ASPECT OF MAN’S EVERLASTING QUEST OF PERFECTION, HIS HUNGER FOR THE ABSOLUTE; AND HENCE AN APPROPRIATE SYMBOL OF THE MYSTIC LIFE. BUT THIS QUEST WAS NOT CONDUCTED IN SOME FAR-OFF TRANSCENDENTAL KINGDOM. IT WAS PROSECUTED IN THE HERE AND NOW WITHIN THE PHYSICAL WORLD. GOLD, THE CROWNED KING, OR SOL, AS IT IS CALLED IN THE PLANETARY SYMBOLISM OF THE ALCHEMISTS, WAS THEIR STANDARD OF PERFECTION, THE “PERFECT METAL.” TOWARDS IT, AS THE CHRISTIAN TOWARDS SANCTITY, THEIR WILLS WERE SET. IT HAD FOR THEM A VALUE NOT SORDID BUT IDEAL. NATURE, THEY THOUGHT, IS ALWAYS TRYING TO MAKE GOLD, THIS INCORRUPTIBLE AND PERFECT THING; AND THE OTHER METALS ARE MERELY THE RESULTS OF THE FRUSTRATION OF HER ORIGINAL DESIGN. NOR IS THIS AIMING AT PERFECTION AND ACHIEVING OF IMPERFECTION LIMITED TO THE PHYSICAL WORLD. QUOD SUPERIUS, SICUT QUOD INFERIUS. UPON THE SPIRITUAL PLANE ALSO, THEY HELD THAT THE DIVINE IDEA IS ALWAYS AIMING AT “SPIRITUAL GOLD”—DIVINE HUMANITY, THE NEW MAN, CITIZEN OF THE TRANSCENDENTAL WORLD—AND “NATURAL MAN” AS WE ORDINARILY KNOW HIM IS A LOWER METAL, SILVER AT BEST. HE IS A DEPARTURE FROM THE “PLAN,” WHO YET BEARS WITHIN HIMSELF, IF WE COULD FIND IT, THE SPARK OR SEED OF ABSOLUTE PERFECTION: THE “TINCTURE” WHICH MAKES GOLD. “THE P. 143 SMATTERING I HAVE OF THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE,” SAYS SIR THOMAS BROWNE, “(WHICH IS SOMETHING MORE THAN THE PERFECT EXALTATION OF GOLD) HATH TAUGHT ME A GREAT DEAL OF DIVINITY, AND INSTRUCTED MY BELIEF HOW THAT IMMORTAL SPIRIT AND INCORRUPTIBLE SUBSTANCE OF MY SOUL MAY LIE OBSCURE, AND SLEEP AWHILE WITHIN THIS HOUSE OF FLESH.”  294 THIS “INCORRUPTIBLE SUBSTANCE” IS MAN’S GOLDNESS, HIS PERFECT PRINCIPLE: FOR “THE HIGHEST MINERAL VIRTUE RESIDES IN MAN,” SAYS ALBERTUS MAGNUS, “AND GOD MAY BE FOUND EVERYWHERE.”  295 HENCE THE PROSECUTION OF A SPIRITUAL CHEMISTRY IS A PROPER PART OF THE TRUE HERMETIC SCIENCE. THE ART OF THE ALCHEMIST, WHETHER SPIRITUAL OR PHYSICAL, CONSISTS IN COMPLETING THE WORK OF PERFECTION, BRINGING FORTH AND MAKING DOMINANT, AS IT WERE, THE “LATENT GOLDNESS” WHICH “LIES OBSCURE” IN METAL OR MAN. THE IDEAL ADEPT OF ALCHEMY WAS THEREFORE AN “AUXILIARY OF THE ETERNAL GOODNESS.” BY HIS SEARCH FOR THE “NOBLE TINCTURE” WHICH SHOULD RESTORE AN IMPERFECT WORLD, HE BECAME A PARTNER IN THE BUSINESS OF CREATION, ASSISTING THE COSMIC PLAN. THUS, THE PROPER ART OF THE SPIRITUAL ALCHEMIST, WITH WHOM ALONE WE ARE HERE CONCERNED, WAS THE PRODUCTION OF THE SPIRITUAL AND ONLY VALID TINCTURE OR PHILOSOPHER’S STONE; THE MYSTIC SEED OF TRANSCENDENTAL LIFE WHICH SHOULD INVADE, TINGE, AND WHOLLY TRANSMUTE THE IMPERFECT SELF INTO SPIRITUAL GOLD. THAT THIS WAS NO FANCY OF SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY ALLEGORISTS, BUT AN IDEA FAMILIAR TO MANY OF THE OLDEST WRITERS UPON ALCHEMY—WHOSE QUEST WAS TRULY A SPIRITUAL SEARCH INTO THE DEEPEST SECRETS OF THE SOUL—IS PROVED BY THE WORDS WHICH BRING TO AN END THE FIRST PART OF THE ANTIQUE “GOLDEN TREATISE UPON THE MAKING OF THE STONE,” SOMETIMES ATTRIBUTED TO HERMES TRISMEGISTUS. “THIS, O SON,” SAYS THAT REMARKABLE TRACT, “IS THE CONCEALED STONE OF MANY COLORS, WHICH IS BORN AND BROUGHT FORTH IN ONE COLOR; KNOW THIS AND CONCEAL IT...IT LEADS FROM DARKNESS INTO LIGHT, FROM THIS DESERT WILDERNESS TO A SECURE HABITATION, AND FROM POVERTY AND STRAITS TO A FREE AND AMPLE FORTUNE.” MAN, THEN, WAS FOR THE ALCHEMISTS “THE TRUE LABORATORY OF THE HERMETIC ART”; WHICH CONCEALED IN AN ENTANGLEMENT OF VAGUE AND CONTRADICTORY SYMBOLS THE LIFE-PROCESS OF HIS ASCENSION TO THAT PERFECT STATE IN WHICH HE WAS ABLE TO MEET GOD. THIS STATE MUST NOT BE CONFUSED WITH A MERELY MORAL PURITY, BUT IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS INVOLVING UTTER TRANSMUTATION INTO A “NEW FORM.” IT, P. 144 NATURALLY FOLLOWED FROM THIS THAT THE INDWELLING CHRIST, THE “CORNER STONE,” THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, BECAME, FOR MANY OF THE CHRISTIAN ALCHEMISTS, IDENTIFIED WITH THE LAPIS PHILOSOPHORUM AND WITH SOL: AND WAS REGARDED BOTH AS THE IMAGE AND AS THE EARNEST OF THIS “GREAT WORK.” HIS SPIRIT WAS THE “NOBLE TINCTURE” WHICH “CAN BRING THAT WHICH IS LOWEST IN THE DEATH TO ITS HIGHEST ORNAMENT OR GLORY;” TRANSMUTING THE NATURAL TO THE SUPERNATURAL, OPERATING THE “NEW BIRTH.” “THIS,” SAYS BOEHME, “IS THE NOBLE PRECIOUS STONE (LAPIS PHILOSOPHORUM), THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE, WHICH THE MAGI (OR WISE MEN) FIND WHICH TINCTURE NATURE, AND GENERATES A NEW SON IN THE OLD. HE WHO FINDS THAT, ESTEEMS MORE HIGHLY OF IT THAN OF THIS (OUTWARD) WORLD. FOR THE SON IS MANY THOUSAND TIMES GREATER THAN THE FATHER.” AGAIN, “IF YOU TAKE THE SPIRIT OF THE TINCTURE, THEN INDEED YOU GO ON A WAY IN WHICH MANY HAVE FOUND SOL; BUT THEY HAVE FOLLOWED ON THE WAY TO THE HEART OF SOL, WHERE THE SPIRIT OF THE HEAVENLY TINCTURE HATH LAID HOLD ON THEM, AND BROUGHT THEM INTO THE LIBERTY, INTO THE MAJESTY, WHERE THEY HAVE KNOWN THE NOBLE STONE, LAPIS PHILOSOPHORUM, THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE, AND HAVE STOOD AMAZED AT MAN’S BLINDNESS, AND SEEN HIS LABORING IN VAIN. WOULD YOU FAIN FIND THE NOBLE STONE? BEHOLD, WE WILL SHOW IT YOU PLAIN ENOUGH, IF YOU BE A MAGUS, AND WORTHY, ELSE YOU SHALL REMAIN BLIND STILL: THEREFORE, FALL TO WORK THUS: FOR IT HATH NO MORE BUT THREE NUMBERS. FIRST TELL FROM ONE TILL YOU COME TO THE CROSS, WHICH IS TEN (X) ...AND THERE LIETH THE STONE WITHOUT ANY GREAT PAINSTAKING, FOR IT IS PURE AND NOT DEFILED WITH ANY EARTHLY NATURE.” “IN THIS STONE THERE LIETH HIDDEN, WHATSOEVER GOD AND THE ETERNITY, ALSO HEAVEN, THE STARS AND ELEMENTS CONTAIN AND ARE ABLE TO DO. THERE NEVER WAS FROM ETERNITY ANYTHING BETTER OR MORE PRECIOUS THAN THIS, AND IT IS OFFERED BY GOD AND BESTOWED UPON MAN; EVERY ONE MAY HAVE IT...IT IS IN A SIMPLE FORM, AND HATH THE POWER OF THE WHOLE DEITY IN IT.”  BOEHME IS HERE USING ALCHEMIC SYMBOLS, ACCORDING TO HIS CUSTOM, IN A LOOSE AND ARTISTIC MANNER; FOR THE TRUE HERMETIC PHILOSOPHER’S STONE IS NOT SOMETHING WHICH CAN BE FOUND BUT SOMETHING WHICH MUST BE MADE. THE ALCHEMISTS, WHETHER THEIR SEARCH BE FOR A PHYSICAL OR A SPIRITUAL “TINCTURE,” SAY ALWAYS THAT THIS TINCTURE IS THE PRODUCT OF THE FURNACE AND ATHANOR: AND FURTHER THAT IT IS COMPOSED OF “THREE NUMBERS” OR ELEMENTS, WHICH THEY CALL SULPHUR, SALT, AND MERCURY. THESE, WHEN FOUND, AND FORCED INTO THE PROPER COMBINATION, FORM THE “AZOTH” OR “PHILOSOPHER’S EGG”—THE STUFF OR FIRST MATTER OF THE GREAT WORK. SULPHUR, SALT, P. 145 AND MERCURY, HOWEVER, MUST NOT BE UNDERSTOOD IN TOO LITERAL A SENSE. “YOU NEED NOT LOOK FOR OUR METALLIC SEED AMONG THE ELEMENTS,” SAYS BASIL THE MONK, “IT NEED NOT BE SOUGHT SO FAR BACK. IF YOU CAN ONLY RECTIFY THE MERCURY, SULPHUR, AND SALT (UNDERSTAND THOSE OF THE SAGES) UNTIL THE METALLIC SPIRIT AND BODY ARE INSEPARABLY JOINED TOGETHER BY MEANS OF THE METALLIC SOUL, YOU THEREBY FIRMLY RIVET THE CHAIN OF LOVE AND PREPARE THE PALACE FOR THE CORONATION.” OF THESE THREE INGREDIENTS, THE IMPORTANT ONE IS THE SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLE, THE UNSEIZABLE MERCURY; WHICH IS FAR FROM BEING THE METAL WHICH WE ORDINARILY KNOW BY THAT NAME. THE MERCURY WHICH THE ALCHEMISTS SOUGHT—OFTEN IN STRANGE PLACES—IS A HIDDEN AND POWERFUL SUBSTANCE. THEY CALL IT “MERCURY OF THE WISE”; AND HE WHO CAN DISCOVER IT, THEY SAY, IS ON THE WAY TOWARDS SUCCESS. THE READER IN SEARCH OF MYSTICAL WISDOM ALREADY BEGINS TO BE BEWILDERED; BUT IF HE PERSEVERE IN THIS LABYRINTH OF SYMBOLISM, HE PRESENTLY DISCOVERS—AS BASIL THE MONK INDEED HINTS—THAT THE SULPHUR AND THE SALT, OR “METALLIC SOUL AND BODY” OF THE SPIRITUAL CHEMISTRY, REPRESENT SOMETHING ANALOGOUS TO THE BODY AND MIND OF MAN—SULPHUR HIS EARTHLY NATURE, SEASONED WITH INTELLECTUAL SALT. THE MERCURY IS SPIRIT IN ITS MOST MYSTIC SENSE, THE SYNTERESIS OR HOLY DWELLER IN THE INNERMOST, THE IMMANENT SPARK OR DIVINE PRINCIPLE OF HIS LIFE. ONLY THE “WISE,” THE MYSTICALLY AWAKENED, CAN KNOW THIS MERCURY, THE AGENT OF MAN’S TRANSMUTATION: AND UNTIL IT HAS BEEN DISCOVERED, BROUGHT OUT OF THE HIDDENNESS, NOTHING CAN BE DONE. “THIS MERCURY OR SNOWY SPLENDOR, IS A CELESTIAL BODY DRAWN FROM THE BEAMS OF THE SUN AND THE MOON. IT IS THE ONLY AGENT IN THE WORLD FOR THIS ART.” IT IS THE DIVINE-HUMAN “SPARK OF THE SOUL,” THE BRIDGE BETWEEN GOLD AND SILVER, GOD AND MAN. THE THREE PRINCIPLES BEING ENCLOSED IN THE VESSEL, OR ATHANOR, WHICH IS MAN HIMSELF, AND SUBJECTED TO A GENTLE FIRE—THE INCENDIUM AMORIS —THE PROCESS OF THE GREAT WORK, THE MYSTIC TRANSMUTATION OF NATURAL INTO SPIRITUAL MAN, CAN BEGIN. THIS WORK, LIKE THE INGREDIENTS WHICH COMPOSE IT, HAS “THREE NUMBERS”: AND THE FIRST MATTER, IN THE COURSE OF ITS TRANSMUTATION, ASSUMES THREE SUCCESSIVE COLOURS: THE BLACK, THE WHITE, AND THE RED. THESE THREE COLORS ARE CLEARLY ANALOGOUS TO THE THREE TRADITIONAL STAGES OF THE MYSTIC WAY: PURGATION, ILLUMINATION, UNION. THE ALCHEMISTS CALL THE FIRST STAGE, OR BLACKNESS, PUTREFACTION. IN IT THE THREE PRINCIPLES WHICH COMPOSE THE “WHOLE MAN” OF BODY, SOUL AND SPIRIT, ARE “SUBLIMATED” TILL THEY APPEAR AS A BLACK POWDER FULL OF CORRUPTION, AND THE IMPERFECT BODY IS “DISSOLVED AND PURIFIED BY SUBTLE MERCURY”; AS MAN IS PURIFIED BY THE DARKNESS, P. 146 MISERY, AND DESPAIR WHICH FOLLOWS THE EMERGENCE OF HIS SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS. AS PSYCHIC UPROAR AND DISORDER SEEMS PART OF THE PROCESS OF MENTAL GROWTH, SO “SOLVE ET COAGULA”—BREAK DOWN THAT YOU MAY BUILD UP—IS THE WATCHWORD OF THE SPIRITUAL ALCHEMIST. THE “BLACK BEAST,” THE PASSIONAL ELEMENT, OF THE LOWER NATURE MUST EMERGE AND BE DEALT WITH BEFORE ANYTHING FURTHER CAN BE DONE. “THERE IS A BLACK BEAST IN OUR FOREST,” SAYS THE HIGHLY ALLEGORICAL “BOOK OF LAMB-SPRING,” “HIS NAME IS PUTREFACTION, HIS BLACKNESS IS CALLED THE HEAD OF THE RAVEN; WHEN IT IS CUT OFF, WHITENESS APPEARS.” THIS WHITENESS, THE STATE OF LUNA, OR SILVER, THE “CHASTE AND IMMACULATE QUEEN,” IS THE EQUIVALENT OF THE ILLUMINATIVE WAY: THE HIGHEST POINT WHICH THE MYSTIC CAN ATTAIN SHORT OF UNION WITH THE ABSOLUTE. THIS WHITE STONE IS PURE, AND PRECIOUS; BUT IN IT THE GREAT WORK OF MAN’S SPIRITUAL EVOLUTION HAS NOT YET REACHED ITS TERM. THAT TERM IS THE ATTAINMENT OF THE RED, THE COLOR OF PERFECTION OR ALCHEMIC GOLD; A PROCESS SOMETIMES CALLED THE “MARRIAGE OF LUNA AND SOL”—THE FUSION OF THE HUMAN AND DIVINE SPIRIT. UNDER THIS IMAGE IS CONCEALED THE FINAL SECRET OF THE MYSTIC LIFE: THAT INEFFABLE UNION OF FINITE AND INFINITE—THAT LOVING RECEPTION OF THE INFLOWING VITALITY OF GOD—FROM WHICH COMES FORTH THE MAGNUM OPUS: DEIFIED OR SPIRITUAL MAN. “THIS,” SAYS THE AUTHOR OF “A SUGGESTIVE ENQUIRY,” “IS THE UNION SUPER-SENTIENT, THE NUPTIALS SUBLIME, MENTIS ET UNIVERSI...LO! BEHOLD I WILL OPEN TO THEE A MYSTERY, CRIES THE ADEPT, THE BRIDEGROOM CROWNS THE BRIDE OF THE NORTH [SHE WHO COMES OUT OF THE COLD AND DARKNESS OF THE LOWER NATURE]. IN THE DARKNESS OF THE NORTH, OUT OF THE CRUCIFIXION OF THE CEREBRAL LIFE, WHEN THE SENSUAL DOMINANT IS OCCULTATED IN THE DIVINE FIAT, AND SUBDUED, THERE ARISES A LIGHT WONDERFULLY ABOUT THE SUMMIT, WHICH WISELY RETURNED AND MULTIPLIED ACCORDING TO THE DIVINE BLESSING, IS MADE SUBSTANTIAL IN LIFE.” I HAVE SAID, THAT SIDE BY SIDE WITH THE METALLIC AND PLANETARY LANGUAGE OF THE ALCHEMISTS, RUNS A STRANGE HERALDIC SYMBOLISM IN WHICH THEY TAKE REFUGE WHEN THEY FEAR—GENERALLY WITHOUT REASON—THAT THEY ARE TELLING THEIR SECRETS TOO PLAINLY TO AN UNREGENERATE WORLD. MANY OF THESE HERALDIC EMBLEMS ARE USED IN AN UTTERLY IRRESPONSIBLE MANNER; AND WHILST DOUBTLESS CONVEYING A MEANING TO THE INDIVIDUAL ALCHEMIST AND THE DISCIPLES FOR WHOM HE WROTE, ARE, AND MUST EVER BE, UNINTELLIGIBLE TO OTHER MEN. BUT OTHERS ARE OF A MORE GENERAL APPLICATION; AND APPEAR SO FREQUENTLY IN SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY LITERATURE, WHETHER MYSTICAL OR NON-MYSTICAL, THAT SOME DISCUSSION OF THEM MAY WELL BE OF USE. PERHAPS THE QUAINTEST AND MOST CELEBRATED OF ALL THESE ALLEGORIES P. 147 IS THAT WHICH DESCRIBES THE QUEST OF THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE AS “THE HUNTING OF THE GREEN LION.” THE GREEN LION, THOUGH FEW WOULD DIVINE IT, IS THE FIRST MATTER OF THE GREAT WORK: HENCE, IN SPIRITUAL ALCHEMY, NATURAL MAN IN HIS WHOLENESS—SALT, SULPHUR, AND MERCURY IN THEIR CRUDE STATE. HE IS CALLED GREEN BECAUSE, SEEN FROM THE TRANSCENDENT STANDPOINT, HE IS STILL UNRIPE, HIS LATENT POWERS UNDEVELOPED; AND A LION, BECAUSE OF HIS STRENGTH, FIERCENESS, AND VIRILITY. HERE THE COMMON OPINION THAT A PIOUS EFFEMINACY, A DILUTED AND AMIABLE SPIRITUALITY, IS THE PROPER RAW MATERIAL OF THE MYSTIC LIFE, IS EMPHATICALLY CONTRADICTED. IT IS NOT BY THE EDUCATION OF THE LAMB, BUT BY THE HUNTING AND TAMING OF THE WILD INTRACTABLE LION, INSTINCT WITH VITALITY, FULL OF ARDOR AND COURAGE, EXHIBITING HEROIC QUALITIES ON THE SENSUAL PLANE, THAT THE GREAT WORK IS ACHIEVED. THE LIVES OF THE SAINTS ENFORCE THE SAME LAW. “OUR LYON WANTING MATURITIE IS CALLED GREENE FOR HIS UN-RIPENESS TRUST ME: AND YET FULL QUICKLY HE CAN RUN, AND SOON CAN OVERTAKE THE SUN.” THE GREEN LION, THEN, IN HIS STRENGTH AND WHOLENESS IS THE ONLY CREATURE POTENTIALLY ABLE TO ATTAIN PERFECTION. IT NEEDS THE ADOPTION AND PURIFICATION OF ALL THE WEALTH AND RESOURCES OF MAN’S NATURE, NOT MERELY THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF HIS TRANSCENDENTAL TASTES, IF HE IS TO “OVERTAKE THE SUN” AND ACHIEVE THE GREAT WORK. THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS TAKEN BY VIOLENCE, NOT BY AMIABLE ASPIRATION. “THE GREEN LION,” SAYS ONE ALCHEMIST, “IS THE PRIEST BY WHOM SOL AND LUNA ARE WED.” IN OTHER WORDS, THE RAW STUFF OF INDOMITABLE HUMAN NATURE IS THE MEANS BY WHICH MAN IS TO ATTAIN UNION WITH THE ABSOLUTE. THE DUTY OF THE ALCHEMIST, THE TRANSMUTING PROCESS, IS THEREFORE DESCRIBED AS THE HUNTING OF THE GREEN LION THROUGH THE FOREST OF THE SENSUAL WORLD. HE, LIKE THE HOUND OF HEAVEN, IS ON A LOVE CHASE DOWN THE NIGHTS AND DOWN THE DAYS. WHEN THE LION IS CAUGHT, WHEN DESTINY OVERTAKES IT, ITS HEAD MUST BE CUT OFF AS THE PRELIMINARY TO THE NECESSARY TAMING PROCESS. THIS IS CALLED BY THE ALCHEMISTS “THE HEAD OF THE RAVEN,” THE CROW, OR THE VULTURE, “FOR ITS BLACKNESS.” IT REPRESENTS THE FIERCE AND CORRUPT LIFE OF THE PASSIONS: AND ITS REMOVAL IS THAT “DEATH OF THE LOWER NATURE” WHICH IS THE OBJECT OF ALL ASCETICISM—PURGATION. THE LION, THE WHOLE MAN, HUMANITY IN ITS STRENGTH, IS AS IT WERE “SLAIN TO THE WORLD,” AND THEN RESUSCITATED; BUT IN A VERY DIFFERENT SHAPE. BY ITS PASSAGE THROUGH THIS MYSTIC DEATH OR THE “PUTREFACTION P. 148 OF THE THREE PRINCIPLES” THE “COLOR OF UN-RIPENESS” IS TAKEN AWAY. ITS TAMING COMPLETED, IT RECEIVES WINGS, WHEREWITH IT MAY FLY UP TO SOL, THE PERFECT OR DIVINE; AND IS TRANSMUTED, SAY THE ALCHEMISTS, INTO THE RED DRAGON. THIS IS TO US A HOPELESSLY GROTESQUE IMAGE: BUT TO THE HERMETIC PHILOSOPHERS, WHOSE SENSE OF WONDER WAS, UNCORRUPT, IT WAS THE DEEPLY MYSTICAL EMBLEM OF A NEW, STRANGE, AND TRANSCENDENTAL LIFE, POWERFUL ALIKE IN EARTH AND IN HEAVEN. AS THE ANGEL TO THE MAN, SO WAS THE DRAGON TO THE WORLD OF BEASTS: A CREATURE OF SPLENDOR AND TERROR, A SUPER-BRUTE, VERITABLY EXISTENT IF SELDOM SEEN. WE REALIZE SOMETHING OF THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS SYMBOL FOR THE ALCHEMIC WRITERS, IF WE REMEMBER HOW SACRED A MEANING IT HAS FOR THE CHINESE: TO WHOM THE DRAGON IS THE TRADITIONAL EMBLEM OF FREE SPIRITUAL LIFE, AS THE TIGER REPRESENTS THE LIFE OF THE MATERIAL PLANE IN ITS INTENSEST FORM. SINCE IT IS FROM CHINA THAT ALCHEMY IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE REACHED THE EUROPEAN WORLD, IT MAY YET BE FOUND THAT THE RED DRAGON IS ONE OF THE MOST ANTIQUE AND SIGNIFICANT SYMBOLS OF THE HERMETIC ART. FOR THE SPIRITUAL CHEMISTRY, THEN, THE RED DRAGON REPRESENTS DEIFIED MAN; WHOSE EMERGENCE MUST ALWAYS SEEM LIKE THE BIRTH OF SOME MONSTROUS AND AMAZING CREATURE WHEN SEEN FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE MERELY NATURAL WORLD. WITH HIS COMING FORTH, THE BUSINESS OF THE ALCHEMIST, IN SO FAR AS HE BE A MYSTIC, IS DONE. MAN HAS TRANSCENDED HIS LOWER NATURE, HAS RECEIVED WINGS WHEREWITH TO LIVE ON HIGHER LEVELS OF REALITY. THE TINCTURE, THE LATENT GOLDNESS, HAS BEEN FOUND AND MADE DOMINANT, THE MAGNUM OPUS ACHIEVED. THAT THE TRITE AND INWARD BUSINESS OF THAT WORK, WHEN STRIPPED OF ITS MANY EMBLEMATIC VEILS, WAS INDEED THE REORDERING OF SPIRITUAL RATHER THAN MATERIAL ELEMENTS, IS AN OPINION WHICH RESTS ON A MORE SOLID FOUNDATION THAN PERSONAL INTERPRETATIONS OF OLD ALLEGORIES AND ALCHEMIC-TRACTS. THE NORWICH PHYSICIAN—HIMSELF DEEPLY READ IN THE HERMETIC SCIENCE—HAS DECLARED TO US HIS OWN CERTAINTY CONCERNING IT IN FEW BUT LOVELY WORDS. IN THEM IS CONTAINED THE TRUE MYSTERY OF MAN’S ETERNAL AND INTERIOR QUEST OF THE STONE: ITS RECONCILIATION WITH THAT OTHER, OUTGOING QUEST OF “THE HIDDEN TREASURE THAT DESIRES TO BE FOUND.” “DO BUT EXTRACT FROM THE CORPULENCY OF BODIES, OR RESOLVE THINGS BEYOND THEIR FIRST MATTER, AND YOU DISCOVER THE HABITATION OF ANGELS: WHICH, IF I CALL IT THE UBIQUITARY AND OMNIPRESENT ESSENCE OF GOD, I HOPE I SHALL NOT OFFEND DIVINITY.” 

VII. MYSTICISM AND MAGIC
IT IS UNNECESSARY TO EXAMINE IN DETAIL THE MISTAKES—IN ECCLESIASTICAL LANGUAGE, THE HERESIES—INTO WHICH MEN HAVE BEEN LED BY A FEEBLE, A DEFORMED, OR AN ARROGANT MYSTICAL SENSE. THE NUMBER OF THESE MISTAKES IS COUNTLESS; THEIR WILDNESS ALMOST INCONCEIVABLE TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN FORCED TO STUDY THEM. TOO OFTEN THE LOUD VOICES AND STRANGE DECLARATIONS OF THEIR APOSTLES HAVE DROWNED THE QUIETER ACCENTS OF THE ORTHODOX. IT SEEMS AS THOUGH THE MOMENT OF PUBERTY WERE FAR MORE CRITICAL IN THE SPIRITUAL THAN IT IS IN THE PHYSICAL LIFE: THE ORDINARY DANGERS OF ADOLESCENCE BEING INTENSIFIED WHEN THEY APPEAR UPON THE HIGHER LEVELS OF CONSCIOUSNESS. IN THE CONDITION OF PSYCHIC INSTABILITY WHICH IS CHARACTERISTIC OF HIS MOVEMENT TO NEW STATES, MAN IS UNUSUALLY AT THE MERCY OF THE SUGGESTIONS AND IMPRESSIONS WHICH HE RECEIVES. HENCE IN EVERY PERIOD OF TRUE MYSTICAL ACTIVITY WE FIND AN OUTBREAK OF OCCULTISM, ILLUMINISM, OR OTHER PERVERTED SPIRITUALITY AND—EVEN MORE DANGEROUS AND CONFUSING FOR THE STUDENT—A BORDERLAND REGION WHERE THE MYSTICAL AND PSYCHICAL MEET. IN THE YOUTH OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, SIDE BY SIDE WITH GENUINE MYSTICISM DESCENDING FROM THE JOHANNINE WRITINGS OR BROUGHT IN BY THE CHRISTIAN NEOPLATONISTS, WE HAVE THE ARROGANT AND DISORDERLY TRANSCENDENTALISM OF THE GNOSTICS: THEIR ATTEMPTED FUSION OF THE IDEALS OF MYSTICISM AND MAGIC. DURING THE MIDDLE AGES AND THE RENAISSANCE THERE ARE THE SPURIOUS MYSTICISM OF THE P. 150 BRETHREN OF THE FREE SPIRIT, THE OCCULT PROPAGANDA OF PARACELSUS, THE ROSICRUCIAN’S, THE CHRISTIAN KABALISTS; AND THE INNUMERABLE PANTHEISTIC, MANICHEAN, MYSTERY-MAKING, AND QUIETIST HERESIES WHICH MADE WAR UPON CATHOLIC TRADITION. IN THE MODERN WORLD, THEOSOPHY IN ITS VARIOUS FORMS IS PROBABLY THE MOST WIDESPREAD AND RESPECTABLE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE OCCULT TRADITION. THE ROOT IDEA FROM WHICH THESE VARIED BELIEFS AND PRACTICES DEVELOP IS ALWAYS THE SAME; AND, SINCE RIGHT DOCTRINE IS OFTEN MOST EASILY DEFINED BY CONTRAST WITH ITS OPPOSITE, ITS STUDY IS LIKELY TO HELP US TO FIX MORE PRECISELY THE TRUE CHARACTERS OF MYSTICISM. LEAVING THEREFORE THE SPECIFICALLY MYSTICAL ERROR OF QUIETISM UNTIL WE COME TO THE DETAILED DISCUSSION OF THE CONTEMPLATIVE STATES, WE WILL CONSIDER HERE SOME OF THOSE OTHER SUPERNORMAL ACTIVITIES OF THE SELF WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY AGREED TO CLASSIFY AS MAGIC: AND LEARN THROUGH THEM MORE OF THOSE HIDDEN AND HALF-COMPREHENDED FORCES WHICH SHE HAS AT HER COMMAND. THE WORD “MAGIC” IS OUT OF FASHION, THOUGH ITS SPIRIT WAS NEVER MORE WIDELY DIFFUSED THAN AT THE PRESENT TIME. THANKS TO THE GRADUAL DEBASEMENT OF THE VERBAL CURRENCY, IT SUGGESTS TO THE ORDINARY READER THE PRODUCTION OF OPTICAL ILLUSIONS AND OTHER PARLOR TRICKS. IT HAS DRAGGED WITH IT IN ITS FALL THE TERRIFIC VERB “TO CONJURE,” WHICH, FORGETTING THAT IT ONCE UNDERTOOK TO COMPEL THE SPIRITS OF MEN AND ANGELS, IS NOW CONTENT TO PRODUCE RABBITS FROM TOP-HATS. THESE FACTS WOULD HAVE LITTLE IMPORTANCE, WERE IT NOT THAT MODERN OCCULTISTS—ANNOYED, ONE SUPPOSES, BY THIS ABUSE OF THEIR ANCIENT TITLE—CONSTANTLY ARROGATE TO THEIR TENETS AND PRACTICES THE NAME OF “MYSTICAL SCIENCE.” VAUGHAN, IN HIS RATHER SUPERCILIOUS SURVEY OF THE MYSTICS, CLASSED ALL FORMS OF WHITE MAGIC, ALCHEMY, AND OCCULT PHILOSOPHY AS “THEURGIC MYSTICISM,” AND, ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SHIELD, THE OCCULTISTS DISPLAY AN INCREASING EAGERNESS TO CLAIM THE MYSTICS AS MASTERS IN THEIR SCHOOL.  307 EVEN THE “THREE-FOLD WAY” OF MYSTICISM HAS BEEN ADOPTED BY THEM AND RE-LABELLED “PROBATION, ENLIGHTENMENT, INITIATION.” IN OUR SEARCH FOR THE CHARACTERISTICS OF MYSTICISM WE HAVE ALREADY MARKED THE BOUNDARY WHICH SEPARATES IT FROM MAGIC: AND TRIED TO DEFINE THE TRUE NATURE AND INTENTION OF OCCULT PHILOSOPHY. WE SAW THAT IT REPRESENTED THE INSTINCTIVE HUMAN “DESIRE TO KNOW MORE” APPLIED TO SUPRA-SENSIBLE THINGS. FOR GOOD OR ILL THIS DESIRE, AND THE OCCULT SCIENCES AND MAGIC ARTS WHICH EXPRESS IT, HAVE HAUNTED HUMANITY FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES. NO STUDENT OF MAN P. 151 CAN NEGLECT THEIR INVESTIGATION, HOWEVER DISTASTEFUL TO HIS INTELLIGENCE THEIR SUPERFICIAL ABSURDITIES MAY BE. THE STARTING-POINT OF ALL MAGIC, AND OF ALL MAGICAL RELIGION—THE BEST AND PUREST OF OCCULT ACTIVITIES—IS, AS IN MYSTICISM, MAN’S INEXTINGUISHABLE CONVICTION THAT THERE ARE OTHER PLANES OF BEING THAN THOSE WHICH HIS SENSES REPORT TO HIM; AND ITS PROCEEDINGS REPRESENT THE INTELLECTUAL AND INDIVIDUALISTIC RESULTS OF THIS CONVICTION—HIS CRAVING FOR THE HIDDEN KNOWLEDGE. IT IS, IN THE EYES OF THOSE WHO REALLY PRACTICE IT, A MOYEN DE PARVENIR: NOT THE PERFORMANCE OF ILLICIT TRICKS, BUT A SERIOUS ATTEMPT TO SOLVE THE RIDDLE OF THE WORLD. ITS RESULT, ACCORDING TO A MODERN WRITER UPON OCCULT PHILOSOPHY, “COMPRISES AN ACTUAL, POSITIVE, AND REALIZABLE KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING THE WORLDS WHICH WE DENOMINATE INVISIBLE, BECAUSE THEY TRANSCEND THE IMPERFECT AND RUDIMENTARY FACULTIES OF A PARTIALLY DEVELOPED HUMANITY, AND CONCERNING THE LATENT POTENTIALITIES WHICH CONSTITUTE—BY THE FACT OF THEIR LATENCY—THE INTERIOR MAN. IN MORE STRICTLY PHILOSOPHICAL LANGUAGE, THE HERMETIC SCIENCE IS A METHOD OF TRANSCENDING THE PHENOMENAL WORLD AND ATTAINING TO THE REALITY WHICH IS BEHIND PHENOMENA.” THOUGH FRAGMENTS OF THIS ENORMOUS CLAIM SEEM ABLE TO JUSTIFY THEMSELVES IN EXPERIENCE, THE WHOLE OF IT CANNOT BE ADMITTED. THE LAST PHRASE IN PARTICULAR IS IDENTICAL WITH THE PROMISE WHICH WE HAVE SEEN TO BE CHARACTERISTIC OF MYSTICISM. IT PRESENTS MAGIC AS A PATHWAY TO REALITY; A PROMISE WHICH IT CANNOT FULFIL, FOR THE MERE TRANSCENDING OF PHENOMENA DOES NOT ENTAIL THE ATTAINMENT OF THE ABSOLUTE. MAGIC EVEN AT ITS BEST EXTENDS RATHER THAN ESCAPES THE BOUNDARIES OF THE PHENOMENAL WORLD. IT STANDS, WHERE GENUINE, FOR THAT FORM OF TRANSCENDENTALISM WHICH DOES ABNORMAL THINGS, BUT DOES NOT LEAD ANYWHERE: AND WE ARE LIKELY TO FALL VICTIMS TO SOME KIND OF MAGIC THE MOMENT THAT THE DECLARATION “I WANT TO KNOW” OUSTS THE DECLARATION “I WANT TO BE” FROM THE CHIEF PLACE IN OUR CONSCIOUSNESS. THE TRUE “SCIENCE OF ULTIMATE’S” MUST BE A SCIENCE OF PURE BEING, FOR REASONS WHICH THE READER IS NOW IN A POSITION TO DISCOVER FOR HIMSELF. BUT MAGIC IS MERELY A SYSTEM WHEREBY THE SELF TRIES TO ASSUAGE ITS TRANSCENDENTAL CURIOSITY BY EXTENDING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE WILL BEYOND THEIR USUAL LIMITS; SOMETIMES, ACCORDING TO ITS OWN ACCOUNT, OBTAINING BY THIS MEANS AN EXPERIMENTAL KNOWLEDGE OF PLANES OF EXISTENCE USUALLY—BUT INACCURATELY—REGARDED AS “SUPERNATURAL.” EVEN THIS MODIFIED CLAIM NEEDS JUSTIFICATION. FOR MOST PERSONS WHO DO NOT SPECIALIZE IN THE ECCENTRIC SCIENCES THE OCCULTIST CAN ONLY BE SAID TO EXIST IN EITHER THE COMMERCIAL OR THE ACADEMIC SENSE. THE FORTUNE-TELLER REPRESENTS ONE CLASS; THE ANNOTATOR OF IMPROPER GRIMOIRES THE OTHER. IN NEITHER DEPARTMENT IS THE THING SUPPOSED P. 152 TO BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY: IT IS MERELY THE MEANS OF OBTAINING MONEY, OR OF ASSUAGING A RATHER MORBID CURIOSITY. SUCH A VIEW IS FAR FROM ACCURATE. IN MAGIC, WHETHER REGARDED AS A SUPERSTITION OR A SCIENCE, WE HAVE AT ANY RATE THE SURVIVAL OF A GREAT AND ANCIENT TRADITION, THE TRUE MEANING OF WHOSE TITLE SHOULD HARDLY HAVE BEEN LOST IN A CHRISTIAN COUNTRY; FOR IT CLAIMS TO BE THE SCIENCE OF THOSE MAGI WHOSE QUEST OF THE SYMBOLIC BLAZING STAR BROUGHT THEM ONCE, AT LEAST, TO THE CRADLE OF THE INCARNATE GOD. ITS LAWS, AND THE CEREMONIAL RITES WHICH EXPRESS THOSE LAWS, HAVE COME DOWN FROM IMMEMORIAL ANTIQUITY. THEY APPEAR TO ENSHRINE A CERTAIN DEFINITE KNOWLEDGE, AND A LARGE NUMBER OF LESS DEFINITE THEORIES, CONCERNING THE SENSUAL AND SUPER-SENSUAL WORLDS, AND CONCERNING POWERS WHICH MAN, ACCORDING TO OCCULT THINKERS, MAY DEVELOP IF HE WILL. ORTHODOX PERSONS SHOULD BE CAREFUL HOW THEY CONDEMN THE LAWS OF MAGIC: FOR THEY UNWITTINGLY CONFORM TO MANY OF THEM WHENEVER THEY GO TO CHURCH. ALL CEREMONIAL RELIGION CONTAINS SOME ELEMENTS OF MAGIC. THE ART OF MEDICINE WILL NEVER WHOLLY CAST IT OFF: MANY CENTURIES AGO IT GAVE BIRTH TO THAT WHICH WE NOW CALL MODERN SCIENCE. IT SEEMS TO POSSESS INEXTINGUISHABLE LIFE. THIS IS NOT SURPRISING WHEN WE PERCEIVE HOW FIRMLY OCCULTISM IS ROOTED IN PSYCHOLOGY: HOW PERFECTLY IT IS ADAPTED TO CERTAIN PERENNIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HUMAN MIND—ITS CURIOSITY, ITS ARROGANCE, ITS LOVE OF MYSTERY. MAGIC, IN ITS UNCORRUPTED FORM, CLAIMS TO BE A PRACTICAL, INTELLECTUAL, HIGHLY INDIVIDUALISTIC SCIENCE; WORKING TOWARDS THE DECLARED END OF ENLARGING THE SPHERE ON WHICH THE HUMAN WILL CAN WORK, AND OBTAINING EXPERIMENTAL KNOWLEDGE OF PLANES OF BEING USUALLY REGARDED AS TRANSCENDENTAL. IT IS THE LAST DESCENDANT OF A LONG LINE OF TEACHING—THE WHOLE TEACHING, IN FACT, OF THE MYSTERIES OF EGYPT AND GREECE—WHICH OFFERED TO INITIATE MAN INTO A CERTAIN SECRET KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THINGS. “IN EVERY MAN,” SAYS A MODERN OCCULTIST, “THERE ARE LATENT FACULTIES BY MEANS OF WHICH HE CAN ACQUIRE FOR HIMSELF KNOWLEDGE OF THE HIGHER WORLDS . . . AS LONG AS THE HUMAN RACE HAS EXISTED THERE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN SCHOOLS IN WHICH THOSE WHO POSSESSED THESE HIGHER FACULTIES GAVE INSTRUCTION TO THOSE WHO WERE IN SEARCH OF THEM. SUCH ARE CALLED THE OCCULT SCHOOLS, AND THE INSTRUCTION WHICH IS IMPARTED THEREIN IS CALLED ESOTERIC SCIENCE OR THE OCCULT TEACHING.” THESE OCCULT SCHOOLS, AS THEY EXIST IN THE PRESENT DAY, STATE THEIR DOCTRINE IN TERMS WHICH SEEM DISTRESSINGLY PROSAIC TO THE ROMANTIC INQUIRER; BORROWING FROM PHYSICS AND PSYCHOLOGY THEORIES OF VIBRATION, ATTRACTION, MENTAL SUGGESTION AND SUBCONSCIOUS ACTIVITY WHICH CAN BE REAPPLIED FOR THEIR OWN PURPOSES. ACCORDING TO ITS MODERN TEACHERS, MAGIC IS SIMPLY AN EXTENSION OF THE THEORY P. 153 AND PRACTICE OF VOLITION BEYOND THE USUAL LIMITS. THE WILL, SAYS THE OCCULTIST, IS KING, NOT ONLY OF THE HOUSE OF LIFE, BUT OF THE UNIVERSE OUTSIDE THE GATES OF SENSE. IT IS THE KEY TO “MAN LIMITLESS” THE TRUE “RING OF GYGES,” WHICH CAN CONTROL THE FORCES OF NATURE KNOWN AND UNKNOWN. THIS ASPECT OF OCCULT PHILOSOPHY INFORMS MUCH OF THE CHEAP AMERICAN TRANSCENDENTALISM WHICH IS SO LIGHTLY MISCALLED MYSTICAL BY ITS TEACHERS AND CONVERTS; MENTICULTURE, “NEW” OR “HIGHER THOUGHT,” AND THE SCRIPTURES OF THE SO-CALLED “NEW CONSCIOUSNESS.” THE INGENIOUS AUTHORS OF “VOLO,” “THE WILL TO BE WELL,” AND “JUST HOW TO WAKE THE SOLAR PLEXUS,” THE SEERS WHO ASSURE THEIR EAGER DISCIPLES THAT BY “CONCENTRATION” THEY MAY ACQUIRE NOT ONLY HEALTH, BUT ALSO THAT WEALTH WHICH IS “HEALTH OF CIRCUMSTANCE,” ARE NO MYSTICS. THEY ARE MAGICIANS; AND TEACH, THOUGH THEY KNOW IT NOT, LITTLE ELSE BUT THE CARDINAL DOCTRINES OF HERMETIC SCIENCE, OMITTING ONLY THEIR PICTURESQUE CEREMONIAL ACCOMPANIMENTS. THESE CARDINAL DOCTRINES, IN FACT, HAVE VARIED LITTLE SINCE THEIR FIRST APPEARANCE EARLY IN THE WORLD’S HISTORY: THOUGH, LIKE THE DOCTRINES OF THEOLOGY, THEY HAVE NEEDED RE-STATEMENT FROM TIME TO TIME. IN DISCUSSING THEM I SHALL QUOTE CHIEFLY FROM THE WORKS OF ELIPHAS LÉVI; THE PSEUDONYM UNDER WHICH ALPHONSE LOUIS CONSTANT, THE MOST READABLE OCCULT PHILOSOPHER OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY, OFFERED HIS CONCLUSIONS TO THE WORLD. THE TRADITION OF MAGIC, LIKE MOST OTHER WAYS OF ESCAPE WHICH MAN HAS OFFERED TO HIS OWN SOUL, APPEARS TO HAVE ORIGINATED IN THE EAST. IT WAS FORMULATED, DEVELOPED, AND PRESERVED BY THE RELIGION OF EGYPT. IT MADE AN EARLY APPEARANCE IN THAT OF GREECE. IT HAS ITS LEGENDARY GRAND MASTER IN HERMES TRISMEGISTUS, WHO GAVE TO IT ITS OFFICIAL NAME OF HERMETIC SCIENCE, AND WHOSE STATUS IN OCCULTISM IS MUCH THE SAME AS THAT OCCUPIED BY MOSES IN THE TRADITION OF THE JEWS. FRAGMENTARY WRITINGS ATTRIBUTED TO THIS PERSONAGE AND SAID TO BE DERIVED FROM THE HERMETIC BOOKS, ARE THE PRIMITIVE SCRIPTURES OF OCCULTISM: AND THE PROBABLY SPURIOUS TABLE OF EMERALD, WHICH IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED IN HIS TOMB, RANKS AS THE MAGICIAN’S TABLE OF STONE. IN GNOSTICISM, IN THE ALLEGORIES OF THE KABALAH, IN THEOSOPHY, IN SECRET ASSOCIATIONS WHICH STILL EXIST IN ENGLAND, FRANCE, AND GERMANY—AND EVEN IN CERTAIN PRACTICES EMBEDDED IN THE CEREMONIAL OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH—P. 154 THE MAIN CONCEPTIONS WHICH CONSTITUTE THE “SECRET WISDOM” OF MAGICAL TRADITION HAVE WANDERED DOWN THE CENTURIES. THE BASER OFF-SHOOTS OF THAT TRADITION ARE BUT TOO WELL KNOWN, AND NEED NOT BE PARTICULARIZED. LIKE THE WORLD WHICH IT PROFESSES TO INTERPRET, MAGIC HAS A BODY AND A SOUL: AN OUTWARD VESTURE OF WORDS AND CEREMONIES AND AN INNER DOCTRINE. THE OUTWARD VESTURE, WHICH IS ALL THAT THE UNINITIATED ARE PERMITTED TO PERCEIVE, CONSISTS OF A SERIES OF CONFUSING AND OFTEN RIDICULOUS SYMBOLIC VEILS: OF STRANGE WORDS AND NUMBERS, GROTESQUE LAWS AND RITUAL ACTS, PERSONIFICATIONS AND MYSTIFICATIONS. THE OUTWARD VESTURES OF OUR RELIGIOUS, POLITICAL, AND SOCIAL SYSTEMS—WHICH WOULD PROBABLY APPEAR EQUALLY IRRATIONAL TO A WHOLLY IGNORANT YET CRITICAL OBSERVER—OFFER AN INSTRUCTIVE PARALLEL TO THIS ASPECT OF OCCULT PHILOSOPHY. STRIPPED OF THESE ARCHAIC FORMULAE, SYMBOLS, AND MYSTERY-MONGERING’S, HOWEVER, MAGIC AS DESCRIBED BY ITS APOLOGISTS, IS FOUND TO REST UPON THREE FUNDAMENTAL AXIOMS WHICH CAN HARDLY BE DISMISSED AS RIDICULOUS BY THOSE WHO LISTEN RESPECTFULLY TO THE EVER-SHIFTING HYPOTHESES OF PSYCHOLOGY AND PHYSICS. 
(1) THE FIRST AXIOM DECLARES THE EXISTENCE OF AN IMPONDERABLE “MEDIUM” OR “UNIVERSAL AGENT,” WHICH IS DESCRIBED AS BEYOND THE PLANE OF OUR NORMAL SENSUAL PERCEPTIONS YET INTERPENETRATING AND BINDING UP THE MATERIAL WORLD. THIS AGENT, WHICH IS NOT LUMINOUS AND HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE STARS, IS KNOWN TO THE OCCULTISTS BY THE UNFORTUNATE NAME OF “ASTRAL LIGHT”: A TERM ORIGINALLY BORROWED FROM THE MARTINISTS BY ELIPHAS LÉVI. TO LIVE IN CONSCIOUS COMMUNICATION WITH THE “ASTRAL LIGHT” IS TO LIVE UPON THE “ASTRAL PLANE,” OR IN THE ASTRAL WORLD: TO HAVE ACHIEVED, THAT IS TO SAY, A NEW LEVEL OF CONSCIOUSNESS. THE EDUCATION OF THE OCCULTIST IS DIRECTED TOWARDS THIS END. THIS DOCTRINE OF THE ASTRAL PLANE, LIKE MOST OF OUR OTHER DIAGRAMS OF THE TRANSCENDENT, POSSESSES A RESPECTABLE ANCESTRY, AND MANY PROSPEROUS RELATIONS IN THE WORLD OF PHILOSOPHIC THOUGHT. TRACES OF IT MAY EVEN BE DETECTED UNDER VEILS IN THE SPECULATIONS OF ORTHODOX PHYSICS. IT IS REALLY IDENTICAL WITH THE “ARCHETYPAL WORLD” OR YESOD OF THE KABALAH—THE “PERFECT LAND” OF OLD EGYPTIAN RELIGION—IN WHICH THE TRUE OR SPIRIT FORMS OF ALL CREATED THINGS ARE HELD TO EXIST. IT MAY BE CONNECTED WITH THE “REAL WORLD” DESCRIBED BY SUCH VISIONARIES AS BOEHME AND BLAKE, MANY OF WHOSE P. 155 EXPERIENCES ARE FAR MORE OCCULT THAN MYSTICAL IN CHARACTER. A PERSISTENT TRADITION AS TO THE EXISTENCE OF SUCH A PLANE OF BEING OR OF CONSCIOUSNESS IS FOUND ALL OVER THE WORLD: IN INDIAN, GREEK EGYPTIAN, CELTIC, AND JEWISH THOUGHT. “ABOVE THIS VISIBLE NATURE THERE EXISTS ANOTHER, UNSEEN AND ETERNAL, WHICH, WHEN ALL THINGS CREATED PERISH, DOES NOT PERISH,” SAYS THE BHAGAVAD GITA. ACCORDING TO THE KABALISTS IT IS “THE SEAT OF LIFE AND VITALITY, AND THE NOURISHMENT OF ALL THE WORLD.” VITALISM MIGHT ACCEPT IT AS ONE OF THOSE ASPECTS OF THE UNIVERSE WHICH CAN BE PERCEIVED BY A MORE EXTENDED RHYTHM THAN THAT OF NORMAL CONSCIOUSNESS. VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE ASTRAL HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED WITH THE “BURNING BODY OF THE HOLY GHOST” OF CHRISTIAN GNOSTICISM AND WITH THE ODIC FORCE OF THE OLD-FASHIONED SPIRITUALISTS. FURTHER, THE ASTRAL PLANE IS REGARDED AS CONSTITUTING THE “COSMIC MEMORY,” WHERE THE IMAGES OF ALL BEINGS AND EVENTS ARE PRESERVED, AS THEY ARE PRESERVED IN THE MEMORY OF MAN. “THE HIGH THAT PROVED TOO HIGH, THE HEROIC FOR EARTH TOO HARD THE PASSION THAT LEFT THE GROUND TO LOSE ITSELF IN THE SKY”—ALL ARE LIVING IN THE ASTRAL WORLD. THERE TOO THE CONCEPTS OF FUTURE CREATION ARE PRESENT IN THEIR COMPLETENESS IN THE ETERNAL NOW BEFORE BEING BROUGHT TO BIRTH IN THE MATERIAL SPHERE. ON THIS THEORY PROPHECY, AND ALSO CLAIRVOYANCE—ONE OF THE GREAT OBJECTS OF OCCULT EDUCATION—CONSIST IN OPENING THE EYES OF THE MIND UPON THIS TIMELESS ASTRAL WORLD: AND SPIRITUALISTS, EVOKING THE PHANTOMS OF THE DEAD, MERELY CALL THEM UP FROM THE RECESSES OF UNIVERSAL INSTEAD OF INDIVIDUAL REMEMBRANCE. THE READER WHO FEELS HIS BRAIN TO BE WHIRLING AMIDST THIS MEDLEY OF SOLEMN STATEMENT AND UNPROVEN FAIRY TALE MUST REMEMBER THAT THE DOGMATIC PART OF THE OCCULT TRADITION CAN ONLY REPRESENT THE ATTEMPT OF AN EXTENDED OR OTHERWISE ABNORMAL CONSCIOUSNESS TO FIND AN EXPLANATION OF ITS OWN EXPERIENCES. FURTHER, OUR WHOLE SELVES—NOT MERELY OUR SENTIENT SELVES—ARE REGARDED AS BEING BATHED IN THE ASTRAL LIGHT, AS IN THE ETHER OF PHYSICS. HENCE IN OCCULT LANGUAGE IT IS A “UNIVERSAL AGENT” CONNECTING SOUL WITH SOUL, AND BECOMES THE POSSIBLE VEHICLE OF HYPNOTISM, TELEPATHY, CLAIRVOYANCE, AND ALL THOSE SUPERNORMAL PHENOMENA WHICH ARE THE SUBJECT-MATTER OF “PSYCHICAL RESEARCH.” THIS HYPOTHESIS ALSO ACCOUNTS FOR THE CONFUSING FACT OF AN INITIAL SIMILARITY OF EXPERIENCE IN MANY OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF MYSTIC AND OCCULTIST. BOTH MUST PASS THROUGH THE PLANE OF CONSCIOUSNESS WHICH THE CONCEPT OF THE “ASTRAL” REPRESENTS, BECAUSE THIS PLANE P. 156 OF PERCEPTION IS THE ONE WHICH LIES “NEXT BEYOND” OUR NORMAL LIFE. THE TRANSCENDENTAL FACULTIES MAY BECOME AWARE OF THIS WORLD; ONLY, IN THE CASE OF THE MYSTIC, TO PASS THROUGH IT AS QUICKLY AS THEY CAN. BUT THE OCCULTIST, THE MEDIUM, THE PSYCHIC, REST IN THE “ASTRAL” AND DEVELOP THEIR PERCEPTIONS OF THIS ASPECT OF THE WORLD. IT IS THE MEDIUM IN WHICH THEY WORK. FROM EARLIEST TIMES, OCCULT PHILOSOPHY HAS INSISTED ON THE EXISTENCE OF THIS MEDIUM: AS A SCIENTIFIC FACT, OUTSIDE THE RANGE OF OUR NORMAL SENSES, BUT SUSCEPTIBLE OF VERIFICATION BY THE TRAINED POWERS OF THE “INITIATE.” THE POSSESSOR OF SUCH TRAINED POWERS, NOT THE WIZARD OR THE FORTUNE-TELLER, IS REGARDED AS THE TRUE MAGICIAN: AND IT IS THE DECLARED OBJECT OF OCCULT EDUCATION, OR INITIATION, TO ACTUALIZE THIS SUPER-SENSUAL PLANE OF EXPERIENCE, TO GIVE THE STUDENT THE POWER OF ENTERING INTO CONSCIOUS COMMUNION WITH IT, AND TEACH HIM TO IMPOSE UPON ITS FORCES THE DIRECTIVE FORCE OF HIS OWN WILL, AS EASILY AS HE IMPOSES THAT WILL UPON THE “MATERIAL” THINGS OF SENSES. 
(2) THIS BRINGS US TO THE SECOND AXIOM OF MAGIC, WHICH ALSO HAS A CURIOUSLY MODERN AIR: FOR IT POSTULATES SIMPLY THE LIMITLESS POWER OF THE DISCIPLINED HUMAN WILL. THIS DOGMA HAS BEEN “TAKEN OVER” WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGMENT FROM OCCULT PHILOSOPHY TO BECOME THE TRUMP CARD OF MENTICULTURE, “CHRISTIAN SCIENCE,” AND “NEW THOUGHT.” THE PREACHERS OF “JOY PHILOSOPHY” AND OTHER DILUTE FORMS OF MENTAL DISCIPLINE, THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC “PRIEST” PRODUCING “A VAST BUBBLE OF ETHERIC ASTRO-MENTAL MATTER, A THOUGHT-EDIFICE, ETHEREAL, DIAPHANOUS, A BUBBLE WHICH JUST INCLUDES THE CONGREGATION “THESE ARE THE TRUE HIEROPHANTS OF MAGIC IN THE MODERN WORLD.  THE FIRST LESSON OF THE WOULD-BE MAGUS IS SELF-MASTERY. “BY MEANS OF PERSEVERING AND GRADUAL ATHLETICS,” SAYS ELIPHAS LÉVI, “THE POWERS OF THE BODY CAN BE DEVELOPED TO AN AMAZING EXTENT. IT IS THE SAME WITH THE POWERS OF THE SOUL. WOULD YOU GOVERN YOURSELF AND OTHERS? LEARN HOW TO WILL. HOW MAY ONE LEARN HOW TO WILL? THIS IS THE FIRST SECRET OF MAGICAL INITIATION; AND IT WAS TO MAKE THE FOUNDATIONS OF THIS SECRET THOROUGHLY UNDERSTOOD THAT THE ANTIQUE KEEPERS OF THE MYSTERIES SURROUNDED THE APPROACH TO THE SANCTUARY WITH SO MANY TERRORS AND ILLUSIONS. THEY DID NOT BELIEVE IN A WILL UNTIL IT HAD GIVEN ITS PROOFS; AND THEY WERE RIGHT. P. 157 STRENGTH CANNOT PROVE ITSELF EXCEPT BY CONQUEST. IDLENESS AND NEGLIGENCE ARE THE ENEMIES OF THE WILL, AND THIS IS THE REASON WHY ALL RELIGIONS HAVE MULTIPLIED THEIR PRACTICES AND MADE THEIR CULTS DIFFICULT AND MINUTE. THE MORE TROUBLE ONE GIVES ONESELF FOR AN IDEA, THE MORE POWER ONE ACQUIRES IN REGARD TO THAT IDEA...HENCE THE POWER OF RELIGIONS RESIDES ENTIRELY IN THE INFLEXIBLE WILL OF THOSE WHO PRACTICE THEM.” THIS LAST SENTENCE ALONE IS ENOUGH TO DEFINE THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN MYSTICISM AND MAGIC, AND CLEAR THE MINDS OF THOSE WHO TEND TO CONFUSE THE MYSTICAL AND MAGICAL ELEMENTS OF RELIGION. IN ACCORDANCE WITH IT, REAL “MAGICAL INITIATION” IS IN ESSENCE A FORM OF MENTAL DISCIPLINE, STRENGTHENING AND FOCUSING THE WILL. THIS DISCIPLINE, LIKE THAT OF THE RELIGIOUS LIFE, CONSISTS PARTLY IN PHYSICAL AUSTERITIES AND A DELIBERATE DIVORCE FROM THE WORLD, PARTLY IN THE CULTIVATION OF WILL-POWER: BUT LARGELY IN A YIELDING OF THE MIND TO THE INFLUENCE OF SUGGESTIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN SELECTED AND ACCUMULATED IN THE COURSE OF AGES BECAUSE OF THEIR POWER OVER THAT IMAGINATION WHICH ELIPHAS LÉVI CALLS “THE EYE OF THE SOUL.” THERE IS NOTHING SUPERNATURAL ABOUT IT. LIKE THE MORE ARDUOUS, MORE DISINTERESTED SELF-TRAINING OF THE MYSTIC, IT IS CHARACTER-BUILDING WITH AN OBJECT, CONDUCTED UPON A HEROIC SCALE. IN MAGIC THE “WILL TO KNOW” IS THE CENTER ROUND WHICH THE PERSONALITY IS REARRANGED. AS IN MYSTICISM, UNCONSCIOUS FACTORS ARE DRAGGED FROM THE HIDDENNESS TO FORM PART OF THAT PERSONALITY. THE UPRUSHES OF THOUGHT, THE ABRUPT INTUITIONS WHICH REACH US FROM THE SUBLIMINAL REGION, ARE DEVELOPED, ORDERED, AND CONTROLLED BY RHYTHMS AND SYMBOLS WHICH HAVE BECOME TRADITIONAL BECAUSE THE EXPERIENCE OF CENTURIES HAS PROVED, THOUGH IT CANNOT EXPLAIN, THEIR EFFICACY: AND POWERS OF APPREHENSION WHICH NORMALLY LIE BELOW THE THRESHOLD MAY THUS BE LIBERATED AND ENABLED TO REPORT THEIR DISCOVERIES. “THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE,” SAYS A. E. WAITE, SPEAKING OF OCCULT EVOCATIONS, “WAS IN THE EXERCISE OF A CERTAIN OCCULT FORCE RESIDENT IN THE MAGUS, AND STRENUOUSLY EXERTED FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SUCH A CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN TWO PLANES OF NATURE AS WOULD EFFECT HIS DESIRED END. THIS EXERTION WAS TERMED THE EVOCATION, CONJURATION, OR CALLING OF THE SPIRIT, BUT THAT WHICH IN REALITY WAS RAISED WAS THE ENERGY OF THE INNER MAN; TREMENDOUSLY DEVELOPED AND EXALTED BY COMBINED WILL AND ASPIRATION, THIS ENERGY GERMINATED BY SHEER FORCE A NEW INTELLECTUAL FACULTY OF SENSIBLE PSYCHOLOGICAL PERCEPTION. TO ASSIST AND STIMULATE THIS ENERGY INTO THE MOST POWERFUL POSSIBLE OPERATION, ARTIFICIAL MEANS WERE ALMOST INVARIABLY USED...THE SYNTHESIS OF THESE METHODS AND PROCESSES P. 158 WAS CALLED CEREMONIAL MAGIC, WHICH IN EFFECT WAS A TREMENDOUS FORCING-HOUSE OF THE LATENT FACULTIES OF MAN’S SPIRITUAL NATURE.” THIS IS THE PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPLANATION OF THOSE APPARENTLY ABSURD RITUALS OF PREPARATION, DOCTRINES OF SIGNS AND NUMBERS, PENTACLES, CHARMS, ANGELICAL NAMES, THE “POWER OF THE WORD” WHICH MADE UP CEREMONIAL MAGIC. THE POWER OF SUCH ARTIFICES IS KNOWN AMONGST THE INDIAN MYSTICS; WHO, RECOGNIZING IN THE MANTRA, OR OCCULT AND RHYTHMIC FORMULA, CONSCIOUSLY HELD AND REPEATED, AN INVALUABLE HELP TO THE ATTAINMENT OF THE TRUE ECSTATIC STATE, ARE NOT ASHAMED TO BORROW FROM THE MAGICIANS. SO, TOO, THE MODERN AMERICAN SCHOOLS OF MENTAL HEALING AND NEW THOUGHT RECOMMEND CONCENTRATION UPON A CAREFULLY SELECTED WORD AS THE STARTING-POINT OF EFFICACIOUS MEDITATION. THIS FACT OF THE PSYCHICAL EFFECT OF CERTAIN VERBAL COMBINATIONS, WHEN ALLOWED TO DOMINATE THE FIELD OF CONSCIOUSNESS, MAY HAVE SOME BEARING UPON THAT NEED OF A FORMAL LITURGY WHICH IS FELT BY NEARLY EVERY GREAT RELIGION; FOR RELIGION, ON ITS CEREMONIAL SIDE, HAS CERTAIN AFFINITIES WITH MAGIC. IT, TOO, SEEKS BY SENSIBLE MEANS TO STIMULATE SUPRA-SENSIBLE ENERGIES. THE TRUE MAGIC “WORD” OR SPELL IS UNTRANSLATABLE; BECAUSE ITS POWER RESIDES ONLY PARTIALLY IN THAT OUTWARD SENSE WHICH IS APPREHENDED BY THE REASON, BUT CHIEFLY IN THE RHYTHM, WHICH IS ADDRESSED TO THE SUBLIMINAL MIND. SYMBOLS, RELIGIOUS AND OTHER, AND SYMBOLIC ACTS WHICH APPEAR MEANINGLESS WHEN JUDGED BY THE INTELLECT ALONE, PERFORM A SIMILAR OFFICE. THEY EXPRESS THE DEEP-SEATED INSTINCT OF THE HUMAN MIND THAT IT MUST HAVE A FOCUS ON WHICH TO CONCENTRATE ITS VOLITIONAL POWERS, IF THOSE POWERS ARE TO BE BROUGHT TO THEIR HIGHEST STATE OF EFFICIENCY. THE NATURE OF THE FOCUS MATTERS LITTLE: ITS OFFICE MATTERS MUCH. “...ALL THESE FIGURES, AND ACTS ANALOGOUS TO THEM,” SAYS LÉVI, “ALL THESE DISPOSITIONS OF NUMBERS AND OF CHARACTERS [SACRED WORDS, CHARMS, PENTACLES, ETC.] ARE, AS WE HAVE SAID, BUT INSTRUMENTS FOR THE EDUCATION OF THE WILL, OF WHICH THEY FIX AND DETERMINE THE HABITS. THEY SERVE ALSO TO CONCENTRATE IN ACTION ALL THE POWERS OF THE HUMAN SOUL, AND TO STRENGTHEN THE CREATIVE POWER OF THE IMAGINATION...A PRACTICE, EVEN THOUGH IT BE SUPERSTITIOUS AND FOOLISH, MAY BE EFFICACIOUS BECAUSE IT IS A REALIZATION OF THE WILL...WE LAUGH AT THE POOR WOMAN WHO DENIES HERSELF A HA’PORTH OF MILK IN THE MORNING, THAT SHE MAY TAKE A LITTLE CANDLE TO BURN UPON THE MAGIC TRIANGLE IN SOME CHAPEL. BUT THOSE WHO LAUGH ARE IGNORANT, AND THE POOR WOMAN DOES NOT PAY TOO DEARLY FOR THE COURAGE AND RESIGNATION WHICH SHE THUS OBTAINS. P. 159 MAGIC SYMBOLS, THEREFORE, FROM PENNY CANDLES TO SOLOMON’S SEAL, FALL IN MODERN TECHNICAL LANGUAGE INTO TWO CLASSES. THE FIRST CONTAINS INSTRUMENTS OF SELF-SUGGESTION, EXALTATION, AND WILL DIRECTION. TO THIS BELONG ALL SPELLS, CHARMS, RITUALS, PERFUMES: FROM THE MAGICIAN’S VERVAIN WREATH TO THE “YOUTH! HEALTH! STRENGTH!” WHICH THE STUDENT OF NEW THOUGHT REPEATS WHEN SHE IS BRUSHING HER HAIR IN THE MORNING. THE SECOND CLASS CONTAINS AUTOS-COPES: MATERIAL OBJECTS WHICH FOCUS AND EXPRESS THE SUBCONSCIOUS PERCEPTIONS OF THE OPERATOR. THE DOWSER’S DIVINING ROD, FORTUNETELLER’S CARDS, AND CRYSTAL-GAZER’S BALL, ARE CHARACTERISTIC EXAMPLES. BOTH KINDS ARE RENDERED NECESSARY RATHER BY THE DISABILITIES OF THE HUMAN THAN BY THE PECULIARITIES OF THE SUPERHUMAN PLANE: AND THE GREAT ADEPT MAY ATTAIN HEIGHTS AT WHICH HE DISPENSES WITH THESE “OUTWARD AND VISIBLE SIGNS.” “CEREMONIES BEING, AS WE HAVE SAID, ARTIFICIAL METHODS OF CREATING CERTAIN HABITS OF THE WILL, THEY CEASE TO BE NECESSARY WHEN THESE HABITS HAVE BECOME FIXED.” THESE FACTS, NOW COMMONPLACES OF PSYCHOLOGY, HAVE LONG BEEN KNOWN AND USED BY STUDENTS OF MAGIC. THOSE WHO JUDGE THE PHILOSOPHY BY THE APPARENT ABSURDITY OF ITS SYMBOLS AND CEREMONIES SHOULD REMEMBER THAT THE EMBRACES, GESTURES, GRIMACES, AND OTHER RITUAL ACTS BY WHICH WE ALL CONCENTRATE, LIBERATE, OR EXPRESS LOVE, WRATH, OR ENTHUSIASM, WILL ILL ENDURE THE COLD REVEALING LIGHT OF A STRICTLY RATIONAL INQUIRY.
(3) THE DOGMAS OF THE “ASTRAL LIGHT” OR UNIVERSAL AGENT AND THE “POWER OF THE WILL” ARE COMPLETED BY A THIRD: THE DOCTRINE OF ANALOGY, OF AN IMPLICIT CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN APPEARANCE AND REALITY, THE MICROCOSM OF MAN AND THE MACROCOSM OF THE UNIVERSE THE SEEN AND THE UNSEEN WORLDS. IN THIS, OCCULTISM FINDS THE BASIS OF ITS TRANSCENDENTAL SPECULATIONS. QUOD SUPERIUS SICUT QUOD INFERIUS —THE FIRST WORDS OF THAT EMERALD TABLE WHICH WAS ONCE ATTRIBUTED TO HERMES TRISMEGISTUS HIMSELF—IS AN AXIOM WHICH MUST BE AGREEABLE TO ALL PLATONISTS. IT PLAYS A GREAT PART IN THE THEORY OF MYSTICISM; WHICH, WHILST MAINTAINING AN AWED SENSE OF THE TOTAL “OTHERNESS” AND INCOMPREHENSIBILITY OF THE DIVINE, HAS ALWAYS ASSUMED THAT THE PATH OF THE INDIVIDUAL SOUL TOWARDS LOVING UNION WITH THE ABSOLUTE IS SOMEHOW ANALOGOUS WITH THE PATH ON WHICH THE UNIVERSE MOVES TO ITS CONSUMMATION IN GOD. THE NOTION OF ANALOGY ULTIMATELY DETERMINES THE RELIGIOUS CONCEPTS OF EVERY RACE, AND RESEMBLES THE VERITIES OF FAITH IN THE BREADTH OF ITS APPLICATION. IT EMBRACES ALIKE THE APPEARANCES OF THE VISIBLE WORLD—WHICH THUS BECOME THE MIRRORS OF THE INVISIBLE—THE SYMBOLS OF RELIGION, THE TIRESOME ARGUMENTS OF BUTLER’S “ANALOGY,” THE ALLEGORIES OF THE KABALAH AND THE SPIRITUAL ALCHEMISTS, AND THAT CHILDISH “DOCTRINE OF SIGNATURES” ON WHICH P. 160 MUCH OF MEDIAEVAL SCIENCE WAS BUILT. “ANALOGY,” SAYS LÉVI, “IS THE LAST WORD OF SCIENCE AND THE FIRST WORD OF FAITH...THE SOLE POSSIBLE MEDIATOR BETWEEN THE VISIBLE AND THE INVISIBLE, BETWEEN THE FINITE AND THE INFINITE.” HERE MAGIC CLEARLY DEFINES HER OWN LIMITATIONS; STEPPING INCAUTIOUSLY FROM THE USEFUL TO THE UNIVERSAL, AND LAYING DOWN A DOCTRINE WHICH NO MYSTIC COULD ACCEPT—WHICH, CARRIED TO ITS LOGICAL CONCLUSION, WOULD TURN THE ADVENTURE OF THE INFINITE INTO A GUESSING GAME. THE ARGUMENT BY ANALOGY IS CARRIED BY THE OCCULTISTS TO LENGTHS WHICH CANNOT BE DESCRIBED HERE. ARMED WITH THIS TORCH, THEY EXPLORE THE DARKEST, MOST TERRIBLE MYSTERIES OF LIFE: AND DO NOT HESITATE TO CAST THE GROTESQUE SHADOWS OF THESE MYSTERIES UPON THE UNSEEN WORLD. THE PRINCIPLE OF CORRESPONDENCE IS NO DOUBT SOUND SO LONG AS IT WORKS WITHIN REASONABLE LIMITS. IT WAS ADMITTED INTO THE SYSTEM OF THE KABALAH, THOUGH THAT PROFOUND AND ASTUTE PHILOSOPHY WAS FAR FROM GIVING TO IT THE IMPORTANCE WHICH IT ASSUMES IN HERMETIC “SCIENCE.” IT HAS BEEN EAGERLY ACCEPTED BY MANY OF THE MYSTICS. BOEHME AND SWEDENBORG AVAILED THEMSELVES OF ITS METHOD IN PRESENTING THEIR INTUITIONS TO THE WORLD. IT IS IMPLICITLY ACKNOWLEDGED BY THINKERS OF MANY OTHER SCHOOLS: ITS INFLUENCE PERMEATES THE BEST PERIODS OF LITERATURE. SIR THOMAS BROWNE SPOKE FOR MORE THAN HIMSELF WHEN HE SAID, IN A WELL-KNOWN PASSAGE OF THE “RELIGIO MEDICI”: “THE SEVERE SCHOOLS SHALL NEVER LAUGH ME OUT OF THE PHILOSOPHY OF HERMES [TRISMEGISTUS] THAT THIS VISIBLE WORLD IS BUT A PICTURE OF THE INVISIBLE, WHEREIN, AS IN A PORTRAIT, THINGS ARE NOT TRULY BUT IN EQUIVOCAL SHAPES, AND AS THEY COUNTERFEIT SOME REAL SUBSTANCE IN THAT INVISIBLE FRAMEWORK.” SUCH A SENSE OF ANALOGY, WHATEVER THE “SEVERE SCHOOLS” MAY SAY, IS INDEED THE FOUNDATION OF EVERY PERFECT WORK OF ART. “INTUITIVE PERCEPTION OF THE HIDDEN ANALOGIES OF THINGS,” SAYS HAZLITT IN “ENGLISH NOVELISTS,” “OR, AS IT MAY BE CALLED, HIS INSTINCT OF THE IMAGINATION, IS PERHAPS WHAT STAMPS THE CHARACTER OF GENIUS ON THE PRODUCTIONS OF ART MORE THAN ANY OTHER CIRCUMSTANCE.”
THE CENTRAL DOCTRINE OF MAGIC MAY NOW BE SUMMED UP THUS: 
(1) THAT A SUPERSENSIBLE AND REAL “COSMIC MEDIUM” EXISTS, WHICH INTERPENETRATES, INFLUENCES, AND SUPPORTS THE TANGIBLE AND APPARENT WORLD, AND IS AMENABLE TO THE CATEGORIES BOTH OF PHILOSOPHY AND OF PHYSICS.
(2) THAT THERE IS AN ESTABLISHED ANALOGY AND EQUILIBRIUM BETWEEN THE REAL AND UNSEEN WORLD, AND THE ILLUSORY MANIFESTATIONS WHICH WE CALL THE WORLD OF SENSE.
(3) THAT THIS ANALOGY MAY BE DISCERNED, AND THIS EQUILIBRIUM CONTROLLED, BY THE DISCIPLINED WILL OF MAN, WHICH THUS BECOMES MASTER OF ITSELF AND OF FATE. P. 161 
WE MUST NOW EXAMINE IN MORE DETAIL THE THIRD OF THESE PROPOSITIONS—THAT WHICH ASCRIBES ABNORMAL POWERS TO THE EDUCATED AND DISCIPLINED WILL—FOR THIS ASSUMPTION LIES AT THE ROOT OF ALL MAGICAL PRACTICES, OLD AND NEW. “MAGICAL OPERATIONS,” SAYS ELIPHAS LÉVI, “ARE THE EXERCISE OF A POWER WHICH IS NATURAL, BUT SUPERIOR TO THE ORDINARY POWERS OF NATURE. THEY ARE THE RESULT OF A SCIENCE, AND OF HABITS, WHICH EXALT THE HUMAN WILL ABOVE ITS USUAL LIMITS.” THIS POWER OF THE WILL IS NOW RECOGNIZED AS PLAYING AN IMPORTANT PART BOTH IN THE HEALING OF THE BODY AND THE HEALING OF THE SOUL; FOR OUR MOST ADVANCED THEORIES ON THESE SUBJECTS ARE LITTLE MORE THAN THE OLD WINE OF MAGIC IN NEW BOTTLES. THE ANCIENT OCCULTISTS OWED MUCH OF THEIR POWER, AND ALSO OF THEIR EVIL REPUTATION, TO THE FACT THAT THEY WERE PSYCHOLOGISTS BEFORE THEIR TIME. EFFECTIVE METHODS OF SUGGESTION, RECIPES FOR THE ALTERATION AND EXALTATION OF PERSONALITY AND ENHANCEMENT OF WILL-POWER, THE ARTIFICIAL PRODUCTION OF HYPNOTIC STATES, PHOTISM’S, AUTOMATISM AND ECSTASY, WITH THE OPENING UP OF THE SUBLIMINAL FIELD WHICH ACCOMPANIES THESE PHENOMENA—CONCEALED FROM THE PROFANE BY A MASS OF CONFUSING ALLEGORIES AND VERBIAGE—FORM THE BACKBONE OF ALL GENUINE OCCULT RITUALS. THEIR AUTHORS WERE AWARE THAT CEREMONIAL MAGIC HAS NO OBJECTIVE IMPORTANCE, BUT DEPENDS SOLELY ON ITS EFFECT UPON THE OPERATOR’S MIND. THAT THIS EFFECT MIGHT BE ENHANCED, IT WAS GIVEN AN ATMOSPHERE OF SANCTITY AND MYSTERY; ITS RULES WERE STRICT, ITS HIGHER RITES DIFFICULT OF ATTAINMENT. THESE RULES AND RITES CONSTITUTED AT ONCE A TEST OF THE STUDENT’S EARNESTNESS AND A VEIL GUARDING THE SANCTUARY FROM THE PROFANE. THE LONG AND DIFFICULT PREPARATIONS, MAJESTIC PHRASES, AND STRANGE CEREMONIES OF AN EVOCATION HAD POWER, NOT OVER THE SPIRIT OF THE DEAD, BUT OVER THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE LIVING; WHO WAS THUS CAUGHT UP FROM THE WORLD OF SENSE TO A NEW PLANE OF PERCEPTION. THUS, ACCORDING TO ITS APOLOGISTS, THE EDUCATION OF THE GENUINE OCCULT STUDENT TENDS TO AWAKEN IN HIM A NEW VIEW AND A NEW ATTITUDE. IT ADJUSTS THE MACHINERY OF HIS CINEMATOGRAPH TO THE REGISTERING OF NEW INTERVALS IN THE STREAM OF THINGS, WHICH PASSED IT BY BEFORE; AND THUS, INTRODUCES NEW ELEMENTS INTO THAT PICTURE BY WHICH ORDINARY MEN ARE CONTENT TO KNOW AND JUDGE THE—OR RATHER THEIR— UNIVERSE. SO MUCH FOR THE PRINCIPLES WHICH GOVERN OCCULT EDUCATION. MAGIC THERAPEUTICS, OR AS IT IS NOW CALLED, “MENTAL HEALING,” IS BUT THE APPLICATION OF THESE PRINCIPLES UPON ANOTHER PLANE. IT RESULTS, FIRST, FROM A VIEW OF HUMANITY WHICH SEES A DIFFERENCE ONLY OF DEGREE BETWEEN DISEASES OF BODY AND OF SOUL, AND CAN STATE SERIOUSLY AND IN GOOD FAITH THAT “MORAL MALADIES ARE MORE CONTAGIOUS THAN PHYSICAL, AND THERE ARE SOME TRIUMPHS OF INFATUATION AND FASHION WHICH ARE COMPARABLE TO LEPROSY OR CHOLERA.” SECONDLY, IT IS P. 162 WORKED BY THAT ENHANCEMENT OF WILL POWER, THAT ABILITY TO ALTER AND CONTROL WEAKER FORMS OF LIFE, WHICH IS CLAIMED AS THE REWARD OF THE OCCULT DISCIPLINE. “ALL THE POWER OF THE OCCULT HEALER LIES IN HIS CONSCIOUS WILL AND ALL HIS ART CONSISTS IN PRODUCING FAITH IN THE PATIENT.” THIS SIMPLE TRUTH WAS IN THE POSSESSION OF OCCULT THINKERS AT A TIME WHEN CHURCH AND STATE SAW NO THIRD COURSE BETWEEN THE BURNING OR BEATIFICATION OF ITS PRACTITIONERS. NOW, UNDER THE POLITE NAMES OF MENTAL HYGIENE, SUGGESTION, AND PSYCHO-THERAPEUTICS, IT IS STEADILY ADVANCING TO THE FRONT RANK OF MEDICAL SHIBBOLETHS. YET IT IS STILL THE SAME “MAGIC ART” WHICH HAS BEEN EMPLOYED FOR CENTURIES, WITH VARYING RITUAL ACCOMPANIMENTS, BY THE ADEPTS OF OCCULT SCIENCE. THE METHODS OF BROTHER HILARIAN TISSOT, WHO IS DESCRIBED AS CURING LUNACY AND CRIME BY “THE UNCONSCIOUS USE OF THE MAGNETISM OF PARACELSUS,” WHO ATTRIBUTED HIS CASES “EITHER TO DISORDER OF THE WILL OR TO THE PERVERSE INFLUENCE OF EXTERNAL WILLS,” AND WOULD “REGARD ALL CRIMES AS ACTS OF MADNESS AND TREAT THE WICKED [SEXUAL] AS DISEASED,” ANTICIPATED IN MANY RESPECTS THOSE OF THE MOST MODERN PSYCHOLOGISTS. THE DOCTRINE OF MAGIC WHICH HAS HERE BEEN DESCRIBED SHOWS US THE “SECRET WISDOM” AT ITS BEST AND SANEST. BUT EVEN ON THESE LEVELS, IT IS DOGGED BY THE DEFECTS WHICH SO DECISIVELY SEPARATE THE OCCULTIST FROM THE MYSTIC. THE CHIEF OF THESE IS THE PECULIAR TEMPER OF MIND, THE COLD INTELLECTUAL ARROGANCE, THE INTENSELY INDIVIDUAL POINT OF VIEW WHICH OCCULT STUDIES SEEM TO INDUCE BY THEIR CONSCIOUS QUEST OF EXCLUSIVE POWER AND KNOWLEDGE, THEIR IMPLICIT NEGLECT OF LOVE. AT BOTTOM, EVERY STUDENT OF OCCULTISM IS STRIVING TOWARDS A POINT AT WHICH HE MAY BE ABLE TO “TOUCH THE BUTTON” AND RELY ON THE TRANSCENDENTAL WORLD “SPRINGING TO DO THE REST.” IN THIS HARD-EARNED ACQUIREMENT OF POWER OVER THE MANY, HE TENDS TO FORGET THE ONE. IN LEVI’S WORDS, “TOO DEEP A STUDY OF THE MYSTERIES OF NATURE MAY ESTRANGE FROM GOD THE CARELESS INVESTIGATOR, IN WHOM MENTAL FATIGUE PARALYSES THE ARDORS OF THE HEART.” WHEN HE WROTE THIS SENTENCE LÉVI STOOD, AS THE GREATER OCCULTISTS HAVE OFTEN DONE, AT THE FRONTIERS OF MYSTICISM. THE BEST OF THE HERMETIC PHILOSOPHERS, INDEED, ARE HARDLY EVER WITHOUT SUCH MYSTICAL HANKERINGS, SUCH FLASHES OF ILLUMINATION; AS IF THE TRANSCENDENTAL POWERS OF MAN, ONCE ROUSED FROM SLEEP, CANNOT WHOLLY IGNORE THE TRUE END FOR WHICH THEY WERE MADE. IN LEVI’S CASE, AS IS WELL KNOWN, THE DISCORD BETWEEN THE OCCULT AND MYSTICAL IDEALS WAS RESOLVED BY HIS RETURN TO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. CHARACTERISTICALLY, HE “READ INTO” CATHOLICISM MUCH P. 163 THAT THE ORTHODOX WOULD HARDLY ALLOW; SO THAT IT BECAME FOR HIM, AS IT WERE, A ROMANTIC GLOSS ON THE OCCULT TRADITION. HE HELD THAT THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, NURSING MOTHER OF THE MYSTICS, WAS ALSO THE HEIR OF THE MAGI; AND THAT POPULAR PIETY AND POPULAR MAGIC VEILED THE SAME INEFFABLE TRUTHS. HE HAD MORE JUSTIFICATION THAN AT FIRST APPEARS PROBABLE FOR THIS APPARENTLY WILD AND CERTAINLY HERETICAL STATEMENT. RELIGION, AS WE HAVE SEEN, CAN NEVER ENTIRELY DIVORCE HERSELF FROM MAGIC: FOR HER RITUALS AND SACRAMENTS MUST HAVE, IF THEY ARE TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN THEIR APPEAL TO THE MIND, A CERTAIN MAGICAL CHARACTER. ALL PERSONS WHO ARE NATURALLY DRAWN TOWARDS THE CEREMONIAL ASPECT OF RELIGION ARE ACKNOWLEDGING THE STRANGE POWER OF SUBTLE RHYTHMS, SYMBOLIC WORDS AND MOVEMENTS, OVER THE HUMAN WILL. AN “IMPRESSIVE SERVICE” CONFORMS EXACTLY TO THE DESCRIPTION WHICH I HAVE ALREADY QUOTED OF A MAGICAL RITE: IT IS “A TREMENDOUS FORCING-HOUSE OF THE LATENT FACULTIES OF MAN’S SPIRITUAL NATURE.” SACRAMENTS, TOO, HOWEVER SIMPLE THEIR BEGINNINGS, ALWAYS TEND, AS THEY EVOLVE, TO ASSUME UPON THE PHENOMENAL PLANE A MAGICAL ASPECT—A FACT WHICH DOES NOT INVALIDATE THEIR CLAIM TO BE THE VEHICLES OF SUPERNATURAL GRACE. THOSE WHO HAVE OBSERVED WITH UNDERSTANDING, FOR INSTANCE, THE ROMAN RITE OF BAPTISM, WITH ITS SPELLS AND EXORCISMS, ITS TRULY HERMETIC EMPLOYMENT OF SALT, ANOINTING CHRISM AND CEREMONIAL LIGHTS, MUST HAVE SEEN IN IT A CEREMONY FAR NEARER TO THE OPERATIONS OF WHITE MAGIC THAN TO THE SIMPLE LUSTRATIONS PRACTICED BY ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST. THERE ARE OBVIOUS OBJECTIONS TO THE FULL WORKING OUT OF THIS SUBJECT IN A BOOK WHICH IS ADDRESSED TO READERS OF ALL SHADES OF BELIEF; BUT ANY STUDENT WHO IS INTERESTED IN THIS BRANCH OF RELIGIOUS PSYCHOLOGY MAY EASILY DISCOVER FOR HIMSELF THE OCCULT ELEMENTS IN THE LITURGIES OF THE CHRISTIAN—OR INDEED OF ANY OTHER—CHURCH. THERE ARE INVOCATIVE ARRANGEMENTS OF THE NAMES OF GOD WHICH APPEAR ALIKE IN GRIMOIRE AND IN MISSAL. SACRED NUMBERS, RITUAL ACTIONS, PERFUMES, PURIFICATIONS, WORDS OF POWER, ARE ALL USED, AND RIGHTLY USED BY INSTITUTIONAL RELIGION IN HER WORK OF OPENING UP THE HUMAN MIND TO THE MESSAGES OF THE SUPRA-SENSIBLE WORLD. IN CERTAIN MINOR OBSERVANCES, AND CHARM-LIKE PRAYERS, WE SEEM TO STAND ON THE VERY BORDERLAND BETWEEN MAGICIAN AND PRIEST. IT IS SURELY INEVITABLE THAT THIS SHOULD BE SO. THE BUSINESS OF THE CHURCH IS TO APPEAL TO THE WHOLE MAN, AS SHE FINDS HIM LIVING IN THE WORLD OF SENSE. SHE WOULD HARDLY BE ADEQUATE TO THIS TASK DID SHE NEGLECT THE POWERFUL WEAPONS WHICH THE OCCULTIST HAS DEVELOPED FOR HIS OWN ENDS. SHE, WHO TAKES THE SIMPLEST AND MOST COMMON GIFTS OF NATURE AND TRANSMUTES THEM INTO HEAVENLY FOOD, TAKES ALSO EVERY DISCOVERY WHICH THE SELF HAS MADE CONCERNING ITS OWN POTENTIALITIES, AND TURNS THEM TO HER OWN HIGH PURPOSES. FOUNDING HER EXTERNAL SYSTEM ON SACRAMENTS AND SYMBOLS, ON P. 164 RHYTHMIC INVOCATIONS AND CEREMONIAL ACTS OF PRAISE, INSISTING ON THE POWER OF THE PURE AND SELF-DENYING WILL AND THE “MAGIC CHAIN” OF CONGREGATIONAL WORSHIP, SHE DOES BUT JOIN HANDS WITH THOSE MAGI WHOSE GOLD, FRANKINCENSE, AND MYRRH WERE THE FIRST GIFTS THAT SHE RECEIVED. BUT SHE PAYS FOR THIS; SHARING SOME OF THE LIMITATIONS OF THE SYSTEM WHICH HER CATHOLIC NATURE HAS COMPELLED HER TO ABSORB. IT IS TRUE, OF COURSE, THAT SHE PURGES IT OF ALL ITS BASER ELEMENTS—ITS ARROGANCE, ITS CURIOSITY—TRUE ALSO THAT SHE IS BOUND TO ADOPT IT, BECAUSE IT IS THE HIGHEST COMMON MEASURE WHICH SHE CAN APPLY TO THE SPIRITUALITY OF THAT WORLD TO WHICH SHE IS SENT. BUT SHE CANNOT—AND HER GREAT TEACHERS HAVE ALWAYS KNOWN THAT SHE CANNOT—EXTRACT FINALITY FROM A METHOD WHICH DOES NOT REALLY SEEK AFTER ULTIMATE THINGS. THIS METHOD MAY AND DOES TEACH MEN GOODNESS, GIVES THEM HAPPINESS AND HEALTH. IT CAN EVEN INDUCE IN THEM A CERTAIN EXALTATION IN WHICH THEY BECOME AWARE, AT ANY RATE FOR A MOMENT, OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE SUPERNATURAL WORLD—A STUPENDOUS ACCOMPLISHMENT. BUT IT WILL NOT OF ITSELF MAKE THEM CITIZENS OF THAT WORLD: GIVE TO THEM THE FREEDOM OF REALITY. “THE WORK OF THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD,” SAYS PATMORE, “IS NOT TO TEACH THE MYSTERIES OF LIFE, SO MUCH AS TO PERSUADE THE SOUL TO THAT ARDUOUS DEGREE OF PURITY AT WHICH GOD HIMSELF BECOMES HER TEACHER. THE WORK OF THE CHURCH ENDS WHEN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD BEGINS.” 
IRISH DRUIDS AND OLD IRISH RELIGIONS
*******ADDED TEXT*******
THE TRUE REVELATIONS OF ACTS 29:1-26!!! 
IN ACTS 29:1 AND PAUL, FULL OF THE BLESSINGS OF CHRIST, AND ABOUNDING IN THE SPIRIT, DEPARTED OUT OF ROME DETERMINING TO GO INTO SPAIN [BIBLICAL SPANISH], FOR HE HAD A LONG TIME PROPOSED TO JOURNEY THITHERWARD, AND WAS MINDED ALSO TO GO FROM THENCE TO BRITAIN [BIBLICAL SCOTTISH & BIBLICAL ENGLISH]. 2 FOR HE HAD HEARD IN PHOENICIA THAT CERTAIN OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, ABOUT THE TIME OF THE ASSYRIAN CAPTIVITY, HAD ESCAPED BY SEA TO “THE ISLES AFAR OFF [THIS CAN ALSO MEAN THE CONTINENT FAR AWAY]” AS SPOKEN BY THE PROPHET, AND CALLED BY THE ROMANS [THE REVELATIONS OF ROME] & BRITAIN [THE REVELATIONS OF ANCIENT BRITAIN TO THE REVELATION OF GREAT BRITAIN TO THE REVELATIONS OF THE USA---THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA]. 3 AND THE LORD COMMANDED THE GOSPEL TO BE PREACHED FAR HENCE TO THE GENTILES, AND TO THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. 4 AND NO MAN HINDERED PAUL: FOR HE TESTIFIED BOLDLY OF JESUS BEFORE THE TRIBUNES AND AMONG THE PEOPLE AND HE TOOK WITH HIM CERTAIN OF THE BRETHREN WHICH ABODE WITH HIM AT ROME, AND THEY TOOK SHIPPING AT OSTRIUM AND HAVING THE WINDS FAIR, WERE BROUGHT SAFELY INTO A HAVEN OF SPAIN [THE REVELATIONS OF SPAIN]. 5 AND MUCH PEOPLE WERE GATHERED TOGETHER FROM THE TOWNS AND VILLAGES, AND THE HILL COUNTRY; FOR THEY HAD HEARD OF THE CONVERSION OF THE APOSTLES, AND THE MANY MIRACLES WHICH HE HAD WROUGHT. 6 AND PAUL PREACHED MIGHTILY IN SPAIN [BIBLICAL SPANISH], AND GREAT MULTITUDES BELIEVED AND WERE CONVERTED, FOR THEY PERCEIVED HE WAS AN APOSTLE SENT FROM GOD. 7 AND THEY DEPARTED OUT OF SPAIN, AND PAUL AND HIS COMPANY FINDING A SHIP IN ARMORICA SAILING UNTO BRITAIN, THEY WERE THEREIN, AND PASSING ALONG THE SOUTH COAST, THEY REACHED A PORT CALLED RAPHINUS. 8. NOW WHEN IT WAS VOICED ABROAD THAT THE APOSTLE HAD LANDED ON THEIR COAST, GREAT MULTITUDES OF THE INHABITANTS MET HIM, AND THEY TREATED PAUL COURTEOUSLY AND HE ENTERED IN AT THE EAST GATE OF THEIR CITY AND LODGED IN THE HOUSE OF A HEBREW AND ONE OF HIS OWN NATION. 9 AND ON THE MORROW HE CAME AND STOOD UPON MOUNT LUD AND THE PEOPLE THRONGED AT THE GATE, AND ASSEMBLED IN THE BROADWAY, AND HE PREACHED CHRIST UNTO THEM, AND THEY BELIEVED THE WORD AND TESTIMONY OF JESUS. 10. AND AT EVEN THE HOLY GHOST FELL UPON PAUL, AND HE PROPHESIED, SAYING, BEHOLD, IN THE LAST DAYS THE GOD OF PEACE SHALL DWELL IN THE CITIES, AND THE INHABITANTS THEREOF SHALL BE NUMBERED: AND IN THE SEVENTH NUMBERING OF THE PEOPLE, THEIR EYES SHALL BE OPENED, AND THE GLORY OF THEIR INHERITANCE SHINE FORTH BEFORE THEM. THE NATIONS SHALL COME UP TO WORSHIP ON THE MOUNT THAT TESTIFIES OF THE PATIENCE AND LONG SUFFERING OF A SERVANT OF THE LORD. 11 AND IN THE LATTER-DAYS NEW TIDINGS OF THE GOSPEL SHALL ISSUE FORTH OUT OF JERUSALEM, AND THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE SHALL REJOICE, AND BEHOLD, FOUNTAINS SHALL BE OPENED, AND THERE SHALL BE NO MORE PLAGUE. 12 IN THOSE DAYS THERE SHALL BE WARS [GENTILE END TIMES & SPANISH END TIMES] AND RUMORS OF WAR [ITALIAN END TIMES & ENGLISH END TIMES] AND A KING SHALL RISE UP, AND HIS SWORD, SHALL BE FOR THE HEALING OF THE NATIONS, AND HIS PEACEMAKING SHALL ABIDE, AND THE GLORY OF HIS KINGDOM A WONDER AMONG PRINCES. 13 AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT CERTAIN OF THE DRUIDS [BASICALLY THE WORD “DRUIDS” CONNECTS TO EVERYTHING FROM THE MIDDLE EAST, TO EUROPE, TO AFRICA, TO ASIA, TO SOUTH AMERICA, AND LASTLY TO NORTH AMERICA WITH THE BIBLICAL HEBREW [ARAMAIC & JEWISH], BIBLICAL BABYLONIAN [IRAQI], BIBLICAL EGYPTIAN, BIBLICAL AFRICAN [BLACKS], BIBLICAL ETHIOPIAN [BLACKS], BIBLICAL SAMARITAN [BLACKS], BIBLICAL EUROPEAN, BIBLICAL POLISH, BIBLICAL CHINESE, BIBLICAL SPANISH, BIBLICAL HUNGARIAN, BIBLICAL ROMANIAN, BIBLICAL ARMENIAN, BIBLICAL BULGARIAN, BIBLICAL UKRAINIAN, BIBLICAL AUSTRALIAN, BIBLICAL GERMAN, BIBLICAL DANISH, BIBLICAL NORWEGIAN, BIBLICAL FRENCH, BIBLICAL SWEDISH, BIBLICAL DUTCH, BIBLICAL IRISH, BIBLICAL WELSH, BIBLICAL ASIAN, BIBLICAL IRAQI, BIBLICAL IRANIAN, BIBLICAL ISRAELITE, BIBLICAL INDIAN, BIBLICAL RUSSIAN, BIBLICAL VIETNAMESE, BIBLICAL SYRIANS, BIBLICAL INDONESIAN, BIBLICAL TURKISH, BIBLICAL AFGHAN, BIBLICAL JAPANESE, BIBLICAL KOREAN, BIBLICAL PORTORICAN, BIBLICAL MEXICAN, BIBLICAL CANADIAN, BIBLICAL LATIN, BIBLICAL GREEK, BIBLICAL ROMAN, BIBLICAL SICILIAN, BIBLICAL ITALIAN, BIBLICAL SCOTTISH & BIBLICAL BRITISH [ENGLISH], ETC.] CAME UNTO PAUL PRIVATELY, AND SHOWED BY THEIR [MAGICAL] RITES AND [MAGICAL] CEREMONIES THAT THEY WERE DESCENDED FROM THE JUDAHITES WHICH ESCAPED FROM BONDAGE IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, AND THE APOSTLE BELIEVED THESE THINGS, AND HE GAVE THEM THE KISS OF PEACE. 14 AND PAUL ABODE IN HIS LODGINGS THREE MONTHS CONFIRMING IN THE FAITH AND PREACHING CHRIST CONTINUALLY. 15 AND AFTER THESE THINGS, PAUL AND HIS BRETHREN DEPARTED FROM RAPHINIUS AND SAILED UNTO ATIUM IN GAUL. 16 AND PAUL PREACHED IN THE ROMAN GARRISON AND AMONG THE PEOPLE, EXHORTING ALL MEN TO REPENT AND CONFESS THEIR SINS.  17 AND THERE CAME TO HIM CERTAIN OF THE BELGAE TO ENQUIRE OF HIM OF THE NEW DOCTRINE, AND OF THE MAN JESUS AND PAUL OPENED HIS HEART UNTO THEM AND TOLD THEM ALL THINGS THAT HAD BEFALLEN HIM, HOWBEIT THAT CHRIST JESUS CAME INTO THE WORLD TO SAVE SINNERS AND THEY DEPARTED PONDERING AMONG THEMSELVES THE THINGS WHICH THEY HAD HEARD. 18 AND AFTER MUCH PREACHING AND TOIL, PAUL AND HIS FELLOW LABORERS PASSED INTO HELVETIA, AND CAME TO MOUNT PONTIUS PILATE, WHERE HE WHO CONDEMNED THE LORD JESUS DASHED HIMSELF DOWN HEADLONG, AND SO MISERABLY PERISHED. 19 AND IMMEDIATELY A TORRENT GUSHED OUT OF THE MOUNTAIN AND WASHED HIS BODY, BROKEN IN PIECES, INTO A LAKE. 20 AND PAUL STRETCHED FORTH HIS HANDS UPON THE WATER, AND PRAYED UNTO THE LORD SAYING, O LORD GOD, GIVE A SIGN UNTO ALL NATIONS THAT HERE PONTIUS PILATE WHICH CONDEMNED THINE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, PLUNGED DOWN HEADLONG INTO THE PIT. 21 AND WHILE PAUL WAS YET SPEAKING, BEHOLD, THERE CAME A GREAT EARTHQUAKE, AND THE FACE OF THE WATERS WAS CHANGED, AND THE FORM OF THE LAKE LIKE UNTO THE SON OF MAN HANGING IN AN AGONY UPON THE CROSS. 22 AND A VOICE CAME OUT OF HEAVEN SAYING, EVEN PILATE HATH ESCAPED THE WRATH TO COME FOR HE WASHED HIS HANDS BEFORE THE MULTITUDE AT THE BLOOD SHEDDING OF THE LORD JESUS. 23 WHEN, THEREFORE, PAUL AND THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM SAW THE EARTHQUAKE, AND HEARD THE VOICE OF THE ANGEL, THEY GLORIFIED GOD, AND WERE MIGHTILY STRENGTHENED IN THE SPIRIT. 24 AND THEY JOURNEYED AND CAME TO MOUNT JULIUS WHERE STOOD TWO PILLARS, ONE ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ONE ON THE LEFT HAND, ERECTED BY CAESAR AUGUSTUS. 25 AND PAUL, FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST, STOOD UP BETWEEN THE TWO PILLARS, SAYING, MEN AND BRETHREN THESE STONES WHICH YOU SEE THIS DAY SHALL TESTIFY OF MY JOURNEY HENCE AND VERILY I SAY, THEY SHALL REMAIN UNTIL THE OUTPOURING OF THE SPIRIT UPON ALL NATIONS, NEITHER SHALL THE WAY BE HINDERED THROUGHOUT ALL GENERATIONS. 26 AND THEY WENT FORTH AND CAME UNTO ILLTRICUM, INTENDING TO GO BY MACEDONIA INTO ASIA, AND GRACE WAS FOUND IN ALL THE CHURCHES, AND THEY PROSPERED AND HAD PEACE. AMEN.
THE MAIN CELTIC DRUID GODS & THE MAIN CELTIC DRUID GODDESSES
	NAME  
	DESCRIPTION

	BRIGHID, HEARTH GODDESS OF IRELAND
	A DAUGHTER OF THE DAGDA, BRIGHID IS ONE OF THE CLASSIC TRIPLE GODDESSES OF THE CELTIC PANTHEON. MANY PAGANS HONOR HER TODAY AS A GODDESS OF THE HEARTH AND HOME, AND OF DIVINATION AND PROPHECY.

	CAILLEACH, RULER OF WINTER
	CAILLEACH IS KNOWN IN PARTS OF THE CELTIC WORLD AS THE HAG, THE BRINGER OF STORMS, THE DARK MOTHER OF THE WINTER MONTHS. HOWEVER, SHE FEATURES PROMINENTLY IN MYTHOLOGY AND IS ALSO A CREATOR GODDESS.

	CERNUNNOS, WILD GOD OF THE FOREST
	CERNUNNOS IS THE HORNED GOD FOUND IN MANY TRADITIONS OF MODERN PAGANISM AND WICCA. HE IS AN ARCHETYPE FOUND PREDOMINANTLY IN CELTIC REGIONS, AND SYMBOLIZES FERTILITY AND MASCULINE ENERGY.

	CERRIDWEN, KEEPER OF THE CAULDRON
	CERRIDWEN IS KNOWN IN WELSH MYTHOLOGY AS THE KEEPER OF THE CAULDRON OF THE UNDERWORLD IN WHICH KNOWLEDGE AND INSPIRATION ARE BREWED. SHE IS CONSIDERED A GODDESS OF PROPHETIC POWERS, AND BECAUSE HER SYMBOL IS THE CAULDRON, SHE IS AN HONORED GODDESS IN MANY WICCAN AND PAGAN TRADITIONS.

	THE DAGDA, FATHER GOD OF IRELAND
	THE DAGDA WAS A FATHER GOD OF THE CELTIC PANTHEON, AND PLAYS AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE STORIES OF THE IRISH INVASIONS. LEARN ABOUT THE DAGDA, AND HOW HE ENDED UP MAKING HIMSELF LOSE HIS OWN POWER.

	HERNE, GOD OF THE WILD HUNT
	IN BRITISH LORE, HERNE THE HUNTER IS A GOD OF VEGETATION, VINE, AND THE WILD HUNT. SIMILAR IN MANY ASPECTS TO CERNUNNOS, HERNE IS CELEBRATED IN THE AUTUMN MONTHS, WHEN THE DEER GO INTO RUT. HE IS SEEN AS A GOD OF THE COMMON FOLK, AND IS TYPICALLY RECOGNIZED ONLY AROUND THE WINDSOR FOREST AREA OF BERKSHIRE, ENGLAND.

	LUGH, MASTER OF SKILLS
	LUGH IS THE CELTIC GOD HONORED FOR HIS SKILLS AND GIFTS AS A CRAFTSMAN. HE IS THE GOD OF BLACKSMITHS, METAL-WORKERS AND ARTISANS. IN HIS ASPECT AS A HARVEST GOD, HE IS HONORED ON AUGUST 1, ON THE FESTIVAL KNOWN AS LUGHNASADH OR LAMMAS.

	THE MORRIGHAN, GODDESS OF WAR AND SOVEREIGNTY
	THE MORRIGHAN IS KNOWN AS A CELTIC WAR GODDESS, BUT THERE’S A LOT MORE TO HER THAN THAT. LEARN ABOUT THIS ANCIENT PATRON OF CELTIC WARRIORS, AND WHY SOME PAGANS STILL PAY HER TRIBUTE TODAY.

	RHIANNON, HORSE GODDESS OF WALES
	IN THE WELSH MYTHOLOGICAL CYCLE, THE MABINOGION, RHIANNON IS KNOWN AS A GODDESS OF THE HORSE. HOWEVER, SHE ALSO PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE KINGSHIP OF WALES.

	TALIESIN, CHIEF OF THE BARDS
	ALTHOUGH TALIESIN IS A DOCUMENTED HISTORICAL FIGURE IN WELSH HISTORY, HE HAS MANAGED TO BECOME ELEVATED TO THE STATUS OF A MINOR GOD. LEARN WHY THIS PATRON OF BARDS AND POETS IS SO IMPORTANT IN WELSH MYTH CYCLES.

	SHEELA-NA-GIG
	
ALTHOUGH NOT AN OFFICIAL GODDESS IN CELTIC MYTH AND LEGEND, THIS MYSTERIOUS CARVING IS FOUND IN MANY FORMS ALL OVER THE UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND, AND SOME SCHOLARS SUSPECT A CONNECTION TO FERTILITY RITUALS.


GAULISH AND BRYTHONIC DEITIES
THE GAULISH CELTS INHABITED THE REGION CORRESPONDING TO MODERN-DAY FRANCE, SWITZERLAND, SOUTHERN AND WESTERN GERMANY, BELGIUM, FRISIA, NETHERLANDS, HOLLAND, LUXEMBOURG AND NORTHERN ITALY. THE BRYTHONIC CELTS, OR BRITONS, INHABITED MOST OF THE ISLAND OF GREAT BRITAIN AND LATER MIGRATED TO BRITTANY.
	NAME  
	DESCRIPTION

	
	MALE GODS

	ABANDINUS 
	LOCAL GOD IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE

	ABELLIO 
	A GOD CONNECTED WITH APPLE TREES

	AEREDA 
	A GALLIC SERPENT GOD

	ALISANOS (ALISAUNUS) 
	A MOUNTAIN GOD

	ALUS 
	AN AGRICULTURAL GOD

	AMBISAGRUS
	A GOD OF THUNDER AND LIGHTNING, ANCESTOR GOD, SKY GOD, GOD OF WIND, RAIN & HAIL

	ANDEIS 
	A GALLIC GOD OF THE PYRENEES

	ANKOU 
	A GOD OF DEATH

	APOLLO CUNOMAGLUS 
	A HUNTER GOD

	APOLLO GRANNUS 
	A HEALING GOD

	ARIXUS 
	A GALLIC GOD OF THE PYRENEES

	ARPENINUS 
	A GALLIC GOD OF THE PYRENEES

	ARTAHE (ARTEHE) 
	A GALLIC PROTECTOR GOD ASSOCIATED WITH BEARS

	ATEPOMARUS 
	A GALLIC HORSE GOD

	BEDAIUS 
	A SEA GOD

	BELATUCADROS 
	A GOD OF WAR

	BELENUS 
	A GOD OF HEALING

	BERGIMUS 
	GOD OF HEIGHTS AND MOUNTAINS

	BORVO 
	GOD OF MINERALS AND HEALING

	BRASENNUS 
	A GOD FOR WHOM AN INSCRIPTION IN THE HOUSE OF VILICUS OF TRUMPLINI IS DEDICATED

	CALETOS 
	A GOD OF THE HERD

	CATURIX 
	WAR GOD OF THE HELVETII PEOPLE

	CERNUNNOS 
	GOD OF ANIMALS AND THE UNDERWORLD.

	CISSONIUS 
	A GOD OF TRADE

	MARS CNABETIUS 
	A GOD OF WAR

	CONDATIS 
	A GOD OF THE CONFLUENCES OF RIVERS

	CUSLANUS 
	A GOD ASSOCIATED WITH JUPITER

	DEUS LATIS 
	A BRYTHONIC GOD WHOSE ROLE IS UNKNOWN

	DEUS DUCAVAVIUS 
	GOD OF THE RIVERS

	DEUS OREVAIUS 
	A LITTLE-KNOWN GOD TO WHOM AN INSCRIPTION AT CEMENELUM WAS DEDICATED

	DIS PATER (DISPATER)
	A GOD OF THE UNDERWORLD

	DIVANO 
	A WAR GOD

	DORMINUS 
	A GOD OF HOT SPRINGS

	INTARABUS 
	A GOD OF THE TREVERI PEOPLE

	ERDITSE 
	MINOR DEITY KNOWN BY ONLY ONE INSCRIPTION

	ESUS (HESUS)(POSSIBLY)
	THE GOD OF VEGETATION

	GLANIS 
	A LOCAL GOD ASSOCIATED WITH A HEALING SPRING

	GOBANNUS (GOBANNOS, COBANNUS) 
	A SMITH GOD

	IALONUS 
	A GOD OF MEADOWS

	IHAMNAGALLA SQNNAGALLA 
	A GOD FOR WHOM AN INSCRIPTION WAS DEDICATED BY GAIUS OCTAVIAN CAPITON

	JUPITER FELVENNIS 
	A GOD OF THE SKY

	LENO 
	PATRON GOD OF LÉRINS

	LEUCETIOS (LEUCETIUS) 
	A GOD OF THUNDER

	MAPONOS (MAPONUS) 
	A GOD OF YOUTH

	MATUNUS 
	A BEAR GOD

	MOCCUS 
	PROTECTOR OF BOARS AND PIGS

	MORITASGUS 
	A HEALER GOD

	MULLO 
	ASSOCIATED WITH APOLLO

	NEMAUSUS 
	A GOD WORSHIPPED AT NÎMES

	NISKUS 
	A SEA GOD

	NODENS (NUDENS, NODONS) 
	A GOD OF HEALING, THE SEA, HUNTING AND DOGS

	OGMIOS 
	GOD OF ELOQUENCE

	PARONNUS 
	A GOD FOR WHOM A VOTIVE OFFERING AT BRIXIA WAS DEDICATED

	RUDIOBUS (RUDOBIUS) 
	WAR GOD

	SMERTRIOS (SMERTIOS, SMERTRIUS) 
	A GOD OF WAR

	SUCELLUS (SUCELLOS) 
	A GOD OF AGRICULTURE AND WINE

	TARANIS (TARANUS) 
	A GOD OF THUNDER

	TOUTATIS (CATURIX, TEUTATES) 
	A TRIBAL PROTECTOR GOD

	TRIDAMOS 
	A BOVINE GOD TRIPLICATION AND ABUNDANCE

	UCUETIS 
	A BLACKSMITH GOD

	VASIO 
	PATRON GOD OF VAISON-LA-ROMAINE

	VELLAUNUS (VERAUDUNUS) 
	AN ANCESTRAL GOD OF DEATH AND THE UNDERWORLD

	VERNOSTONUS 
	A BRYTHONIC GOD, POSSIBLY A WARRIOR OR FUNERARY GOD

	VINDONNUS 
	AN EPITHET FOR BELENUS

	VINOTONUS 
	HIS NAME MAY MEAN "GOD OF THE VINES"

	VIRIDIOS (VIRIDIUS) 
	A GOD OF PLANTS

	VIROTUTIS 
	EPITHET OF APOLLO

	VISUCIUS 
	GALLO-ROMAN GOD OF TRADE

	VITUCADRUS 
	A GOD BRILLIANT IN ENERGY

	VOSEGUS 
	A GOD OF THE VOSGES MOUNTAINS



	NAME  
	DESCRIPTION

	
	FEMALE GODS ALSO KNOWN AS GODDESSES

	ACIONNA 
	A RIVER GODDESS

	ADSULLATA 
	GODDESS OF THE RIVER SAVUBALABADA

	AERICULA 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	AERON 
	GODDESS OF WAR AND SLAUGHTER, TUTELARY RIVER SPIRIT IN WALES

	ALANTEDOBA 
	AN AGRICULTURAL GODDESS

	ALATERVIAE 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	AMMACA 
	A GRANDMOTHER GODDESS

	ANCAMNA 
	GODDESS OF THE MOSELLE RIVER

	ANCASTA 
	GODDESS OF THE RIVER ITCHEN

	ANDARTA 
	A GODDESS OF WAR

	ANDRASTE 
	GODDESS OF VICTORY

	ANESIAMINEHAE 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	ANNEA CLIVANA 
	A PROTECTIVE GODDESS ASSOCIATED WITH SPIRITS

	ARDUINNA 
	GODDESS OF THE ARDENNES FOREST

	ARNEMETIA (ARNAMENTIA) 
	A WATER GODDESS

	ARTIO 
	GODDESS OF THE BEAR

	AXONA 
	GODDESS OF THE RIVER AISNE

	BAESERTA 
	A GODDESS OF THE PYRENEES

	BELISAMA 
	A GODDESS OF LAKES AND RIVERS, FIRE, CRAFTS AND LIGHT

	BERGUSIA 
	GODDESS OF PROSPERITY

	BORMANA 
	GODDESS OF MINERALS AND SPRING WATER

	BRICTA (BRIXTA)
	A GAULISH WATER GODDESS, CONSORT OF LUXOVIUS

	CAILLEACH 
	THE SCOTTISH HAG; CREATOR, DESTROYER, AND OLDEST ANCESTOR

	CAIMINEAE 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	CANTRUSTEIHIAE 
	ANCESTRAL MOTHER GODDESS

	CARLIN 
	ANOTHER NAME FOR THE CAILLEACH OR A HAG

	CARPUNDIA 
	A RIVER GODDESS

	CATHUBODUA 
	A GODDESS OF WAR

	CATICATONA 
	A WATER GODDESS

	CLOTA 
	MATRON GODDESS OF THE RIVER CLYDE

	CLUTOIDA 
	A RIVER GODDESS

	COINCHEND 
	A FEMALE WARRIOR FROM THE OTHERWORLD

	COVENTINA 
	GODDESS OF WELLS AND SPRINGS

	DAMARA 
	A FERTILITY GODDESS

	DAMONA 
	CONSORT OF APOLLO BORVO & OF APOLLO MORITASGUS, A GODDESS OF HEALING, FERTILITY, INCUBATION

	DEA LATIS 
	A GODDESS OF BOGS AND POOLS

	DEA MATRONA 
	"DIVINE MOTHER GODDESS" AND GODDESS OF THE RIVER MARNE IN GAUL

	DEA MEDIOTAUTEHAE 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	DEA MEDUNA 
	GODDESS OF HEALING

	DEA SEQUANA 
	GODDESS OF THE RIVER SEINE

	DEAE VEDIANTIAE 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	DERVONNAE 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	DIBǑNĀ 
	A FOUNTAIN GODDESS

	DIVONA (DEVONA) 
	A GALLIC GODDESS OF A SACRED SPRING USED BY THE CITY OF BURDIGALA AS A WATER SOURCE

	DOMINAE 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	EPONA 
	A FERTILITY GODDESS, PROTECTOR OF HORSES

	ERECURA -
	A GODDESS OF DEATH AND FERTILITY

	ERECURA (AERACURA) 
	AN EARTH GODDESS

	FEMINAE 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	GOBRÓIG 
	GODDESSES OF WELLS AND SPRINGS

	HABETROT 
	A BRYTHONIC FOLKLORIC FIGURE OF SPINNING AND HEALING, LATER EUHEMERIZED

	HENWEN 
	A SOW GODDESS

	HISTRIA 
	A GALLIC GODDESS OF LAND

	ICAUNUS (ICAUNA) 
	A GODDESS OF A RIVER

	ICOVELLAUNA 
	GODDESS OF A SACRED SPRING

	IMONA 
	A WELL GODDESS

	INCIONA 
	A GODDESS OF THE TREVERAN PEOPLE

	LERINA 
	A PATRON GODDESS OF LÉRINS

	LITAVIS 
	AN EARTH GODDESS

	MAIABUS 
	A GALLIC GODDESS WITH A ROLE SIMILAR TO MAIA

	MATRES BRITANNAE 
	A TRIAD OF MOTHER GODDESSES

	MATRES EBURNICAE 
	A TRIAD OF MOTHER GODDESSES

	MATRES MOGONTIONES 
	A TRIAD OF MOTHER GODDESSES

	MATRES NEMETIALES 
	A TRIAD OF MOTHER GODDESSES

	MATRES OLLOTOTAE 
	A TRIAD OF MOTHER GODDESSES

	MATRIS AUGUSTIS 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	MATRONAE AUFANIEA 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	MATRONAE DERVONNAE 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	MATRONAE OLLOGABIAE 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	MATRONAE SENONAE 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	MATRONAE SULEVIAE 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	MATRONAE VEDIANTIAE 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	MAXIMIA 
	A FOUNTAIN GODDESS

	MELUSINE 
	AN OTHERWORLDLY FIGURE ASSOCIATED WITH MERMAID LORE

	NANTOSUELTA 
	GODDESS OF NATURE, THE EARTH, FIRE, AND FERTILITY IN GAUL

	NATAE 
	GODDESSES WHOSE ROLES ARE UNKNOWN

	NISKAI 
	WATER SPRITES

	RICAGAMBEDA 
	HER NAME MAY MEAN "FURROW"

	RITONA (PRITONA) 
	A GODDESS OF THE TREVERI PEOPLE

	ROCLOISIABO 
	A MOTHER GODDESS

	ROSMERTA 
	GODDESS OF FERTILITY AND ABUNDANCE

	SEIXOMNIAI LEUCITICAI 
	A CELTIC GODDESS, EQUATED WITH DIANA

	SENUA (SENUNA) 
	AN OLDER BRYTHONIC GODDESS OF SACRED SPRINGS

	SEQUANA 
	GODDESS OF THE RIVER SEINE

	SUETA 
	A GODDESS OF HOT SPRINGS

	SULEVIAE 
	A TRIUNE VERSION OF SULIS

	SULIS 
	GODDESS OF THE HEALING WATERS AT BATH, ENGLAND

	TAMESIS 
	GODDESS OF THE RIVER THAMES

	VEICA NORICEIA 
	A WAR GODDESS

	VERBEIA 
	GODDESS OF THE RIVER WHARFE

	VESUNNA 
	A GODDESS WHO GAVE HER NAME TO THE TOWN VESONA, NOW IN FRANCE

	VIBES 
	A GODDESS ATTESTED IN NORICUM


WELSH DEITIES/CHARACTERS
THE WELSH ARE THE BRITONS THAT INHABIT MODERN-DAY WALES (WELSH: CYMRU). AFTER THE ANGLO-SAXONS INVADED BRITAIN, MANY BRYTHONIC TERRITORIES CAME UNDER ANGLO-SAXON INFLUENCE; IN WALES, HOWEVER, BRYTHONIC CELTIC RELIGION WAS LARGELY RETAINED. MANY WELSH MYTHS WERE LATER CHRISTIANIZED SO IT IS SOMETIMES DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE IF THEIR CHARACTERS WERE ORIGINALLY GODS, MORTALS, OR HISTORICAL FIGURES.
	NAME  
	DESCRIPTION

	
	MALE GODS

	AFALLACH 
	DESCENDANT OF BELI MAWR AND FATHER OF MABON AP MODRON

	AMAETHON 
	GOD OF AGRICULTURE

	ARAWN (ARAWEN) 
	KING OF THE OTHERWORLD REALM OF ANNWN

	AVALLOC 
	A GOD

	BELI MAWR 
	ANCESTOR DEITY

	BLADUD 
	A GOD

	BENDIGEIDFRAN (BRÂN THE BLESSED) 
	GIANT AND KING OF BRITAIN

	CILYDD 
	A GOD

	CULHWCH 
	A GOD

	DYLAN AIL DON 
	A GOD

	EFNYSIEN 
	A GOD

	EUROSWYDD 
	A GOD

	GILFAETHWY 
	A GOD

	GOFANNON (GOVANNON) 
	A SMITH GOD

	GWERN 
	A GOD

	GWYDION 
	MAGICIAN, TRICKSTER, AND HERO IN WELSH MYTHOLOGY

	GWYDDNO GARANHIR 
	A GOD

	GWYN AP NUDD 
	A GOD

	HAFGAN 
	A GOD

	LLUDD LLAW ERAINT 
	A GOD

	LLŶR 
	A GOD

	MABON 
	LITERARY FIGURE

	MALLOLWCH (MATHOLWCH) 
	A GOD

	MANAWYDAN 
	A GOD

	MONGAN 
	A GOD

	NISIEN (NISSIEN, NISSYEN) 
	A GOD

	PRYDERI 
	A GOD

	PRYDERI 
	A GOD

	TALIESIN 
	A GOD

	URIEN 
	A GOD

	YSBADDADEN 
	A GOD



	NAME  
	DESCRIPTION

	
	FEMALE GOD ALSO KNOWN AS GODDESSES 

	AGRONA 
	GODDESS OF THE RIVERY AYR, AND OF WAR AND SLAUGHTER

	ARIANRHOD 
	GODDESS OF THE MOON AND STARS

	BLODEUWEDD 
	GODDESS OF SPRING

	BRANWEN 
	GODDESS OF LOVE AND BEAUTY

	CERIDWEN 
	A FIGURE OF REBIRTH AND TRANSFORMATION

	CIGFA 
	WIFE OF PRYDERI

	CREIDDYLAD 
	GODDESS OF FLOWERS AND LOVE

	CREIRWY 
	ONE OF THE THREE MOST BEAUTIFUL MAIDS IN BRITAIN, DAUGHTER OF CERIDWEN

	DÔN 
	A GODDESS

	GWENHWYFAR 
	ARTHURIAN FIGURE

	MODRON
	WELSH MYTHOLOGICAL FIGURE, POSSIBLE DERIVATION OF DEA MATRONA

	NIMUE 
	A GODDESS

	OLWEN 
	A GODDESS

	RHIANNON 
	A GODDESS OF HORSES, THE MOON, AND THE OTHERWORLD



GAELIC DEITIES/CHARACTERS: MAIN ARTICLE: TUATHA DÉ DANANN
	NAME  
	DESCRIPTION

	
	MALE GODS 

	ABARTA (ÁBARTACH) 
	A GOD

	ABCÁN 
	A GOD

	ABHEAN 
	A GOD

	ABORTACH 
	THE GOD OF MUSIC

	AED (AODH) 
	A GOD

	AENGUS A.K.A. ÓENGUS (AONGHUS) 
	A GOD

	AILILL ANGUBAE 
	A GOD

	AILLEN 
	A GOD

	ALLAOI 
	A GOD

	ALLDUI 
	A GOD

	AMERGIN GLÚINGEL 
	ANCESTOR, BARD, MADE TREATY WITH THE SOVEREIGNTY GODDESSES OF IRELAND

	AÍ (AOI) 
	A GOD

	BALOR 
	A GOD

	BEL 
	GOD OF LIGHT

	BETHACH 
	A GOD

	BITH 
	FATHER OF CESSAIR

	BODB DEARG (BODHBH DEARG) 
	A GOD

	BRES (BREAS) 
	A GOD

	BRIAN 
	A GOD

	BUILG 
	A GOD OF THE FIR BHOLGS

	CAICHER 
	BROTHER OF NECHTAN

	CAITHER 
	BROTHER OF TAGD

	CATT 
	BROTHER OF EMER NÍ FORGAIL

	CENN CRUAICH 
	A GOD

	CERMAIT 
	GOD OF LITERATURE

	CIAN 
	A GOD

	CICHOL A.K.A. CÍOCAL 
	A GOD

	CONAND (CONANN) 
	A GOD

	COND 
	BROTHER OF EMER NÍ FORGAIL

	CORB 
	A GOD

	CREIDHNE 
	A GOD

	CRIDENBEL 
	A SATIRIST

	CROM CRUACH 
	A GOD

	DAGDA (DAGHDHA) 
	A GOD

	DÁIRE 
	A GOD

	DELBÁETH (DEALBHAETH) 
	A GOD

	DIAN CECHT 
	A GOD

	DONN 
	A GOD

	DUI TEMEN 
	A GOD

	ECNE 
	GOD OF WISDOM

	ELATHA (EALADHA) 
	A GOD

	ELCMAR (EALCMHAR) 
	A GOD

	GOIBNIU (GOIBHNIU) 
	A GOD

	IUCHAR 
	A GOD

	IUCHARBA 
	A GOD

	JUCHOR 
	A GOD

	JUCHORBA 
	A GOD

	LABRAID 
	A GOD

	LÉN 
	A GOD

	LIR 
	A GOD

	LLYR 
	A GOD

	LUCHTAINE A.K.A. LUCHTA 
	A CARPENTER GOD

	LUD 
	A GOD

	LUGH 
	A GOD

	MAC CUILL 
	A GOD

	MAC CECHT 
	A GOD

	MAC GRÉINE 
	A GOD

	MAC DA THO 
	GOD OF THE UNDERWORLD

	MAELTNE 
	A DRUIDIC ADVISOR OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN

	MAGMOR 
	FATHER OF TAILTIU

	MANANNÁN MAC LIR -
	RULER AND PROTECTOR OF THE ISLE OF MAN, GOD OF MISTS, THE SEA AND THE OTHERWORLD

	MEAN 
	A GOD

	MIACH 
	A GOD

	MIDIR (MIDHIR) 
	A GOD

	MUG RUITH (MOG RUITH) 
	A GOD

	NECHTAN 
	GOD OF WISDOM

	NEIT (NET)
	IRISH GOD OF WAR, HUSBAND OF NEMAIN AND/OR BADB

	NUADA AIRGETLÁM (NUADHA) 
	A GOD

	NUAGATT 
	A MEMBER OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN WHO FOUGHT IN THE BATTLE OF MUIGHE TUIRREADH

	OGMA (OGHMA) 
	GOD OF ELOQUENCE AND WRITING

	RUADAN 
	SON OF BRIGIT

	SEIBUR 
	BROTHER OF EMER NÍ FORGAIL

	SEONAIDH/SHONEY 
	A GOD

	TETHRA 
	SEA GOD

	TUAN MACCARELL 
	A GOD

	TUIRENN (TUIREANN) 
	A GOD



	NAME  
	DESCRIPTION

	
	FEMALE GODS ALSO KNOWN AS GODDESSES

	ACHALL 
	AN EARTH GODDESS

	ACHTLAND 
	A GODDESS

	ADAIR 
	DAUGHTER OF DAGDA

	AEBH 
	GODDESS OF MIST

	ÁED ABRAT 
	A GODDESS

	AEVAL (AEBHEL) 
	A GODDESS

	AIBELL (AOIBHEALL) 
	A GODDESS

	AIMEND 
	A GODDESS

	AÍFE 
	WARRIOR GODDESS

	ÁINE 
	GODDESS OF SOVEREIGNTY, MIDSUMMER, AND PLEASURE

	AIRMED A.K.A. AIRMID 
	GODDESS OF HEALING AND HERBALISM

	ANA 
	GODDESS OF THE EARTH AND FERTILITY

	ANAND A.K.A. ANANN A.K.A. ANU 
	A GODDESS

	BADB (BADHBH) 
	WAR GODDESS WHO TAKES THE FORM OF A RAVEN FLYING OVER BATTLEFIELDS

	BANBA (BANBHA) 
	ONE OF THREE NAMES OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF IRELAND, SISTER OF ÉRIU

	BEC (BEAG) 
	A GODDESS ASSOCIATED WITH A MAGICAL WELL

	BÉBINN A.K.A. BÉFIND (BÉBHINN, BÉBHIONN, BÉFHIONN, OR BÉ FIND) 
	GODDESS OF BIRTH, SISTER OF BOANN

	BÉ CHUILLE 
	A GODDESS

	BEIRA 
	A GODDESS

	BIRÓG 
	A GODDESS

	BLATHNAT 
	A GODDESS

	BODHMALL 
	A GODDESS

	BO FIND 
	A GODDESS

	BOAND A.K.A. BOANN (BÓINN) 
	GODDESS OF THE RIVER BOYNE

	BRIGID (BRIGIT, BRÍD OR BRÌD) 
	GODDESS OF POETRY, HEALING, SMITH-CRAFT AND THE SPRINGTIME. SHE ALSO HAS TWO SISTERS WITH THE SAME NAME, FORMING A TRIAD OF GODDESSES

	CAER 
	A GODDESS

	CAILLECH (CAILLEACH) 
	THE DIVING HAG, CREATOR AND DESTROYER, FOUND IN ALL GAELIC AREAS

	CALLY BERRY 
	ANOTHER NAME FOR THE CAILLEACH

	CANOLA 
	A GODDESS

	CARMAN 
	A GODDESS

	CATHLEEN NI HOULIHAN 
	A LITERARY FIGURE FROM A YEATS PLAY USED TO REPRESENT THE CONCEPT OF SOVEREIGNTY

	CESSAIR (CEASAIR) 
	A GODDESS

	CETHLENN (CETHLEANN) 
	A GODDESS

	CHLAUS HAISTIC 
	A GODDESS

	CLEENA 
	A FAIRY WHO SEDUCED YOUNG MEN

	CLÍDNA (CLÍODHNA OR CLÍONA) 
	A GODDESS

	CLOTHRU 
	A GODDESS

	DANAND 
	A GODDESS

	DANU (DANA) 
	A GODDESS

	DECHTERE (DECHTIRE) 
	A GODDESS

	DEIRDRE 
	A GODDESS

	DIL 
	GODDESS OF CATTLE.

	DOMNU 
	MATRIARCH OF THE FOMORIANS, AS DANU IS TO THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN

	EDARLAMH 
	A GODDESS

	ERNIN 
	MOTHER OF ERI, FODLA, AND BANBA

	ERNMAS 
	MOTHER OF ÉRIU

	ÉTAÍN (ÉADAOIN, EDAIN) 
	SHAPESHIFTER GODDESS

	ETHLINN 
	A GODDESS

	ETHNIU (EITHNE) 
	MOTHER OF LUGH

	FAND 
	A FAIRY QUEEN, QUEEN OF AN OTHERWORLD ISLAND, SISTER OF LIBAN

	FÈ 
	LADY OF A BARD OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN

	FIALL 
	SISTER OF EMER NÍ FORGAIL

	FINNABAIR 
	A GODDESS

	FINNGUALA (FIONNGHUALA; FIONNUALA) 
	A GODDESS

	FLIDAIS 
	A GODDESS

	FUAMNACH 
	A WITCH

	FÓDLA (FÓDHLA) 
	A SISTER OF ÉRIU AND BANBA, TOGETHER THEY ARE THE THREE NAMES AND SOVEREIGNTY OF IRELAND

	GRAINNE 
	HEROINE OF MANY IRISH TALES

	GRIAN 
	HER NAME MEANS "SUN", SHE HAS A SACRED HILL IN IRELAND, CNOC GREINE ("HILL OF GRIAN, HILL OF THE SUN"), NEAR HER SISTER ÁINE'S.

	LÍ BAN (LÍBAN)
	A GODDESS

	MACHA 
	A GODDESS

	MEDB (MEADHBH OR MÉABH) 
	A GODDESS

	MEDB LETHDERG (MEADHBH OR MÉABH LEATHDHEARG) 
	A GODDESS

	MEN 
	A BARD OF THE TUATHA DÉ DANANN

	MESS BUACHALLA 
	A GODDESS

	MONGFIND (MONGFHIONN) 
	A GODDESS

	MORRÍGAN (MORRÍGHAN) 
	A GODDESS

	MORRIGU 
	A GODDESS

	MÓR MUMAN (MÓR MUMHAN, MUGAIN) 
	A TERRITORIAL GODDESS WHO GAVE BIRTH TO A TROUT

	MUIRENN MUNCHÁEM (MUIRNE, MURNA OF THE WHITE NECK) 
	MOTHER OF FIONN MAC CUMHAILL

	NEMAIN (NEMHAIN) 
	A GODDESS

	NIAMH 
	A GODDESS

	NICNEVIN 
	A GODDESS

	PLOR NA MBAN 
	A GODDESS

	SADHBH 
	MOTHER OF OISÍN

	SCATHACH 
	A GODDESS

	SHEELA NA GIG 
	A GODDESS

	TAILTIU (TAILLTE) 
	A GODDESS

	TIACHTGA 
	A GODDESS

	TUIREN 
	SISTER OF MUIRNE

	UATHACH 
	A GODDESS

	UIRNE 
	SISTER OF MUIRENN


CELTIBERIAN, GALLAECIAN AND LUSITANIAN DEITIES
THE CELTIBERIANS WERE THE ANCIENT PEOPLES WHO INHABITED MODERN-DAY PORTUGAL AND SPAIN. SOME BELIEVE THE LUSITANI AND VETTONES WERE CULTURALLY CELTIC. NEVERTHELESS, THEY WERE AT LEAST CELTIC-INFLUENCED.
	NAME  
	DESCRIPTION

	
	MALE GODS

	AERNUS 
	A GOD

	AERNVS (DEO AERNO) 
	A GOD

	AETIO 
	A GOD

	ARACO 
	A GOD

	ARES LUSITANI 
	A GOD

	BANDUA 
	A GOD

	BORMANICUS (BORMO, BORVO) 
	A GOD

	BRIGO (BRIGUS) 
	A GOD

	CARIOCECUS 
	A GOD

	CARNEO 
	A GOD

	CERNUNNOS 
	GOD OF FERTILITY, LIFE, ANIMALS, AND THE UNDERWORLD.

	COHUE 
	A GOD

	COSUS (COSSUE, COSO) 
	A GOD

	CROUGA 
	A GOD

	DEO DOMINO ENDOVELLICO 
	A GOD

	DEO DURBEDICO 
	A GOD

	DEO NEMEDECO 
	A GOD

	DEO PARAMAECO 
	A GOD

	DEO TURIACO (TURAEO) 
	A GOD

	ENDOVELICUS (ENDOUELLICUS) 
	A GOD

	ENOBOLICO (INDIBILIS) 
	A GOD

	ERRIAPUS 
	A GOD

	ISSIBAEO 
	A GOD

	KUANIKIO (QUANGEIO, QUANGEIUS) 
	A GOD

	LUGUS 
	A GOD

	MERMANDICEO 
	A GOD

	PICIO 
	A GOD

	REUE 
	A GOD

	SALAMA 
	A GOD

	SUCELLUS 
	A GOD

	TABALIAENUS 
	A GOD

	TABUDICO 
	A GOD

	TONGOENABIAGUS 
	A GOD

	TURIACUS 
	A GOD

	VORTEAECEO 
	A GOD

	VISUCIUS 
	A GOD



	NAME  
	DESCRIPTION

	
	FEMALE GODS ALSO KNOWN AS GODDESSES

	ASIDIAE 
	A GODDESS

	ATAEGINA (ATAECINA) 
	A GODDESS

	BESENCLĀ (BESENCLAE) 
	A COMMUNITY AND HOUSE PROTECTOR GODDESS

	BROENEIAE 
	A GODDESS

	CORUAE 
	A GODDESS

	COSUNEAE 
	A GODDESS

	CROUGEAE (COROUGIAE) 
	A GODDESS

	DEAE SANCTAE (BURRULOBRIGENSI) 
	A GODDESS

	DEIBA 
	A GODDESS

	EPANE (EPONA, ICCONA) 
	A GODDESS

	ERBINA 
	A GODDESS OF WILD ANIMALS, HUNTING, AND DOMESTIC SECURITY

	ERMAE 
	A GODDESS

	FLAUIAE CONIMBRIGA (FLAUIAE CONIMBRIGAE) 
	A GODDESS

	ILURBEDA 
	A GODDESS

	LACIPAEA (LACIBIĀ, LACIBEA) 
	A GODDESS

	LANEANA (LANEANIS) 
	A GODDESS OF SPRINGS AND FLOODS 

	LOSA 
	A GODDESS

	LUNA AUGUSTA 
	A GODDESS

	MIROBLEO 
	A GODDESS

	MUNIDIS 
	A GODDESS

	NABIA (NAVIA) 
	VERSATILE GODDESS

	NYMPHIS 
	A GODDESS

	OCRIMIRAE 
	A GODDESS

	REVA (REUA) 
	PERSONIFICATION OF WATER FLOWS

	TOGA 
	A GODDESS

	TREBARUNA 
	A GODDESS

	TREBOPALA 
	A GODDESS

	TUTELAE 
	A GODDESS


GERMANIAN AND PANNONIAN CELTIC DEITIES
GERMANIA WAS A GEOGRAPHICAL REGION COVERING NORTH-CENTRAL EUROPE. PANNONIA WAS A REGION IN CENTRAL EUROPE.
	NAME  
	DESCRIPTION

	
	MALE GODS

	ARUBIANUS 
	A GOD

	LATOBIUS 
	A GOD

	SEDATUS 
	A GUARDIAN GOD

	
	FEMALE GODS ALSO KNOWN AS GODDESSES

	APADEVA 
	A WATER GODDESS

	CISSONIA 
	A GODDESS OF TRADE

	MATRES MOPATES 
	A TRIAD OF MOTHER GODDESSES

	MATRES TREVERAE 
	A TRIAD OF MOTHER GODDESSES

	NEHALENNIA 
	A GODDESS OF SEAFARERS

	VESUNNA 
	A GODDESS



ILLYRIAN AND MOESIAN CELTIC DEITIES
ILLYRIA IS A REGION IN THE WESTERN PART OF THE BALKAN PENINSULA.
	NAME  
	DESCRIPTION

	
	MALE GODS

	ANDINUS 
	A GOD

	BORIA 
	A GOD OF THE NORTH WIND

	JUPITER ARUBIANUS 
	A GOD

	MELESOCUS 
	A GOD

	
	FEMALE GODS ALSO KNOWN AS GODDESSES

	EIA 
	A HEALING GODDESS, LATER ASSIMILATED TO BONA DEA

	MATRES-NUTRICES 
	A MOTHER GODDESSES

	TRITA 
	GODDESS OF HEALTH

	VENUS ANSOTICA 
	A GODDESS



PICTISH DEITIES
THE PICTS WERE ANCIENT PEOPLES LIVING IN SCOTLAND.
	NAME  
	DESCRIPTION

	
	FEMALE GODS ALSO KNOWN AS GODDESSES

	CUACHAG 
	A GODDESS

	DEVA 
	A GODDESS

	DUIBHE 
	A GODDESS

	ÉITEAG 
	A SPRITE

	GAMHNACH 
	A GODDESS

	TAVA (TATHA) 
	A RIVER GODDESS

	
	MALE GODS

	ARUBIANUS 
	A GOD

	LATOBIUS 
	A GOD

	SEDATUS 
	A GUARDIAN GOD

	
	FEMALE GODS ALSO KNOWN AS GODDESSES

	APADEVA 
	A WATER GODDESS

	CISSONIA 
	A GODDESS OF TRADE

	MATRES MOPATES 
	A TRIAD OF MOTHER GODDESSES

	MATRES TREVERAE 
	A TRIAD OF MOTHER GODDESSES

	NEHALENNIA 
	A GODDESS OF SEAFARERS

	VESUNNA 
	A GODDESS



GALATIAN DEITIES
THE GALATIANS WERE THE ANCIENT PEOPLES WHO INHABITED NORTH-CENTRAL ANATOLIA (MODERN-DAY TURKEY).
	NAME  
	DESCRIPTION

	
	MALE GODS

	SOUOLIBROGENOS 
	A GOD

	TELESPHORUS 
	A GOD

	ZEUS TAVIANOS 
	A GOD



PAN-INDIAN HINDU GODS & PAN-INDIAN HINDU GODDESSES
	NAME
	OTHER NAMES
	GEOGRAPHY

	VISHNU
	NĀRĀYANA, VENKATESHWARA, JAGANNATHA DATTATREYA
	INDIA, NEPAL, SRI LANKA

	SHIVA
	MAHĀDEVA, PASHUPATI, TRIPURANTAKA, VISHWANATHA, DAKSHINAMURTHY, KĀLĀNTAKA, BHAIRAVA, RUDRA, NATARAJA, SADASHIVA DATTATREYA
	INDIA, NEPAL, SRI LANKA

	BRAHMĀ
	PRAJĀPATI
	INDIA, NEPAL, SRI LANKA, SOUTHEAST ASIA

	GANESHA
	GANAPATI, VINĀYAKA, LAMBODARA, GAJĀNANA
	INDIA, NEPAL, SRI LANKA

	KĀRTIKEYA
	SKANDA, MURUGAN
	INDIA, SRI LANKA, MALAYSIA

	PĀRVATI
	UMA, DEVI, GAURI, DURGA, KĀLI, ANNAPURNA
	INDIA, NEPAL, SRI LANKA

	LAKSHMI
	SRI DEVI, GAJALAKSHMI, KAMALĀSANĀ
	INDIA, NEPAL, SRI LANKA

	SARASWATI
	VĀGISHVARI, VĪNĀPĀNI
	INDIA, NEPAL, JAVA, BALI, SRI LANKA

	DURGĀ
	PĀRVATI, KĀLI, MAHISHĀSURAMARDINI
	INDIA, NEPAL, SRI LANKA

	KĀLI
	DURGA, PARVATI
	INDIA, NEPAL, SRI LANKA

	MARIAMMAN
	DURGA, PARVATI
	INDIA (MOSTLY IN SOUTH INDIA),
SOUTHEAST ASIA, SRI LANKA

	HARIHARA (HALF VISHNU - HALF SHIVA)
	
	INDIA, SRI LANKA

	ARDHANĀRĪSHVARA (HALF SHIVA - HALF PARVATI)
	
	INDIA, NEPAL, SRI LANKA


*******ADDED TEXT*******
PART I. IRISH DRUIDS
WHO WERE THE DRUIDS? THIS QUESTION HAS AGITATED THE MINDS OF THE LEARNED FOR A LONG PERIOD; AND VARIOUS, AS WELL AS CONTRADICTORY, HAVE BEEN THE REPLIES. TRADITION PRESERVES THEIR MEMORY AS OF A PIOUS AND SUPERIOR RACE, PROMINENTLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE BRITISH ISLES AND FRANCE, AND, IN A LESSER DEGREE, WITH BELGIUM, HOLLAND, GERMANY, AND THE LANDS OF SCANDINAVIA. MUCH ROMANCE HAS BEEN LONG ATTACHED TO THEM. WE HEAR THEIR CHANTS IN THE STONE CIRCLES. WE LISTEN TO THE HEAVEN-INSPIRED UTTERANCES OF THE ARCHDRUID, AS BE STANDS ON THE CAPSTONE OF A CROMLECH, IN THE EYE OF THE SUN, SURROUNDED BY THE WHITE-ROBED THRONG, WITH THE BOWED WORSHIPPERS AFAR. WE SEE THE GOLDEN SICKLE REVERENTLY CUTTING OFF THE SACRED MISTLETOE. WE FOLLOW, IN IMAGINATION, THE SOLEMN PROCESSION, HEADED BY THE CROSS-BEARER. WE LOOK UNDER THE OLD OAK AT THE AGED DRUID, INSTRUCTING DISCIPLES IN MYSTIC LORE, IN VERSES NEVER TO BE COMMITTED TO WRITING. WE GAZE UPON THE ASSEMBLY OF KINGS AND CHIEFTAINS, BEFORE WHOM THE WISE MEN DEBATE UPON SOME POINTS OF LEGISLATION. THEN, AGAIN, WE RECOGNIZE THE PRIESTS AS PATRIOTS, RESISTING THE INVADERS OF THEIR HOMES, AND LOUDLY CHANTING THE BATTLE HYMN. WE ARE AT THE CONVOCATION OF BREHONS, IN THEIR DELIBERATIONS ON LAW, AND, AWESTRUCK, WAIT UPON THE OBSERVERS OF SUN AND STARS, OR OF THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES IN THE INVESTIGATION OF TERRESTRIAL PHENOMENA. WE GO WITH THEM TO THE JUDGMENT UPON OFFENDERS OF AN UNWRITTEN CODE, AND WITNESS THE DREAD ORDEAL, OR THE FIERY HUMAN SACRIFICE. BUT OUR INQUIRY IS, WHAT HAS IRISH TRADITION OR LITERATURE TO SAY TO THESE INTERESTING DETAILS CONCERNING DRUIDS? WERE THE IRISH DRUIDS LIKE THOSE OF WHOM WE READ BELONGING TO OTHER LANDS? DID THEY SPRING UP FROM AMONG THE IRISH PEOPLE, OR WERE THEY STRANGERS FROM ANOTHER AND DISTANT SHORE? COULD THEY HAVE FORMED A DISTINCT COMMUNITY, LIKE THE TRIBE OF LEVI, INTERMARRYING AMONG THEMSELVES ONLY? AMIDST MUCH IGNORANCE, AND EVEN BARBARISM, CAN THE DRUIDS HAVE BEEN DISTINGUISHED BY THE LEARNING AND REFINEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO THEM? WITH OUR CONCEPTIONS OF THE ANCIENT RELIGIONS OF IRELAND, SHOULD WE CREDIT THE DRUIDS WITH THE INTRODUCTION 'OF SUN WORSHIP, SERPENT REVERENCE, AND THE ADORATION OF IDOLS? WERE THEY, ON THE CONTRARY, NEW CORNERS, ARRIVING SUBSEQUENT TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THESE VARIOUS FORMS OF PAGANISM, AND MERELY KNOWN A LITTLE BEFORE THE RISE OF CHRISTIANITY IN ERIN?
WELSH OR BRITISH DRUIDISM.
DRUIDISM HAS BEEN OF LATE YEARS SO PERSISTENTLY APPROPRIATED BY THE WELSH, THAT ENGLISH, SCOTCH, AND IRISH HAVE SEEMED TO HAVE NO PART IN THE PROPERTY. EVEN STONEHENGE HAS BEEN CLAIMED BY THE WELSH, ON THE VERY DOUBTFUL STORY OF THE BRITONS, CÆSAR'S TEUTONIC BELGÆ, BEING DRIVEN BY ROMANS TO WALES. THE TRUE WELSH--THE SILURES, OR IBERIANS--WERE IN THE LAND BEFORE THE ROMANS APPEARED. GAELS FROM IRELAND, CYMRY FROM SCOTLAND AND ENGLAND, BELGÆ FROM GERMANY, BRETONS, BRITONS, SAXONS, NORMANS, ENGLISH, IRISH, AND FLEMINGS GO TO MAKE UP THE REST. WE KNOW NOTHING OF WELSH PREHISTORIC RACES. EVEN ALLOWING CROMLECHS, CIRCLES, AND PILLAR-STONES TO BE CALLED DRUIDICAL, THERE ARE FEWER OF THESE STONE REMAINS IN WALES THAN IN SCOTLAND, IRELAND, ENGLAND, OR FRANCE. AS TO OTHER ANTIQUITIES, IRELAND IS RICHER THAN WALES IN ALL BUT ROMAN RUINS. IT IS HARD UPON IRELAND THAT HER DRUIDS SHOULD HAVE BEEN SO LONG NEGLECTED, AND THE HONORS OF MYSTIC WISDOM BECOME THE SOLE POSSESSION OF WALES. IT IS TRUE, HOWEVER, THAT THE IRISH HAVE BEEN LESS EAGER ABOUT THEIR ANCESTRAL GLORY IN THAT ASPECT, AND HAVE NOT PUT FORWARD, AS THE WELSH HAVE DONE, A NEO-DRUIDISM TO REVIVE THE REPUTATION OF THE ANCIENT ORDER. BUT IRELAND HAD ITS DRUIDS, AND TRADITIONARY LORE TESTIFIES THAT COUNTRY IN THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THOSE MAGI OR PHILOSOPHERS. THE WELSH HAVE A GREAT ADVANTAGE OVER THE IRISH IN THE REPUTED POSSESSION OF A LITERATURE TERMED DRUIDICAL. THEY ASSUME TO KNOW WHO THE DRUIDS WERE, AND WHAT THEY TAUGHT, BY CERTAIN WRITINGS CONVEYING THE SECRET INFORMATION. THE IRISH DO NOT EVEN PRETEND TO ANY SUCH KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR DRUIDS. THE WELSH, THEREFORE, LOOK DOWN WITH PITY UPON THEIR INSULAR NEIGHBORS, AND PLUME THEMSELVES ON BEING THE SOLE SUCCESSORS OF A PEOPLE WHO WERE UNDER TRUE DRUIDICAL TEACHING, AND WHOSE TRANSMITTED RECORDS REVEAL THOSE MYSTERIES. THE REVIVAL OF THE ANCIENT FAITH, IN THE ORGANIZATION CALLED DRUIDS OF PONTYPRIDD, HAVING MEMBERS IN OTHER PARTS OF WALES, BUT CLAIMING A FAR LARGER NUMBER OF ADHERENTS IN AMERICA, HAS GIVEN MORE PROMINENCE TO DRUIDICAL LORE. THE FACT OF THE LATE SIMPLE-MINDED BUT LEARNED ARCHDRUID, MYFYR MORGANWG, A POET AND A SCHOLAR, AFTER THIRTY YEARS' PREACHING OF CHRISTIANITY, PUBLICLY PROCLAIMING THE CREED OF HIS HEATHEN FOREFATHERS, HAS NATURALLY STARTLED MANY THOUGHTFUL MINDS. THE WRITER CAN AFFIRM, FROM PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF MYFYR, THAT HE WAS NO PRETENDER, BUT AN ABSOLUTE BELIEVER IN THE TENETS HE TAUGHT; IT IS NOT THEREFORE SURPRISING THAT STUDENTS OF ANTHROPOLOGY SHOULD INQUIRE INTO THIS REVIVAL. SUCH TEACHING IS QUITE DIFFERENT FROM THE NEO-DRUIDISM WHICH AROSE A FEW YEARS AGO, AND WHOSE IMAGINATIVE INTERPRETATION OF WRITINGS IN WELSH, UNDER THE NAMES OF TALIESIN, WERE ENDORSED BY SEVERAL DISTINGUISHED MINISTERS OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. NEO-DRUIDISM WAS BROUGHT FORWARD AT EISTEDDFODS, AND WORKS WERE WRITTEN TO SHOW THAT WELSH DRUIDISM WAS SIMPLY THE TRUTH AS RECORDED IN THE BIBLICAL ACCOUNT OF THE HEBREW PATRIARCHS. THE PONTYPRIDD ARCHDRUID HELD QUITE ANOTHER DOCTRINE. HE EMBRACED WITHIN HIS FOLD NOT ONLY ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, BUT THE PROMULGATORS OF HINDOOISM, BUDDHISM, AND ALL THE ANCIENT SYSTEMS OF SO-CALLED IDOLATRY. HE RECOGNIZED HIS PRINCIPLES IN THEM ALL, AS THEY SIMPLY REPRESENTED THE FORCES OF NATURE, UNDER THE GUISE OF PERSONALITIES. THE MANTLE OF THE OCTOGENARIAN LEADER HAS FALLEN UPON MR. OWEN MORGAN, BETTER KNOWN AS MORIEN, LONG AN ABLE AND VOLUMINOUS WRITER FOR THE PRESS. HIS VERSION OF WELSH DRUIDISM CAN BE STUDIED IN THE RECENTLY PUBLISHED LIGHT OF BRITANNIA. HE ASSUMES FOR HIS DRUIDS THE PRIORITY OF LEARNING. FROM THE MOUNTAINS OF BRITAIN PROCEEDED THE LIGHT WHICH PRODUCED THE WISDOM OF EGYPT, BABYLON, PERSIA, INDIA, PHŒNICIA, JUDEA, AND GREECE. THEY WHO DEEM THIS TOO LARGE A DRAFT UPON FAITH FOR ACCEPTANCE, WILL ASSUREDLY DISCOVER IN THAT UNIQUE WORK A MASS OF CURIOUS FACTS BEARING UPON ANCIENT SCIENCE, AND BE CONSTRAINED TO ADMIT THAT THE LIGHT OF BRITANNIA IS NOT THE PRODUCT OF UNREASONING WELSH ENTHUSIASM, BUT IS AMONG THE MOST CANDIDLY EXPRESSED BOOKS EVER PRINTED. IT WAS DR. LANIGAN WHO ASSERTED, "THE CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES EARLY OPENED SCHOOLS IN OPPOSITION TO DRUIDS." IT WAS THE OPINION OF ARTHUR CLIVE THAT MUCH DRUIDISM "BLENDED WITH THE CHRISTIAN LEARNING OF THE SEVENTH AND SUBSEQUENT CENTURIES." THE SAME MIGHT BE AFFIRMED OF WELSH DRUIDISM. ALLUDING TO AN ASTRONOMICAL MS. OF THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY, CLIVE SAYS, "I BELIEVE THAT IT, OR RATHER THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH IT CONTAINS, IS A DRUIDIC SURVIVAL, A SPARK TRANSMITTED THROUGH THE DARK AGES." GOMME TELLS US, "THAT DRUIDISM CONTINUED TO EXIST LONG AFTER IT WAS OFFICIALLY DEAD CAN BE PROVED." DR. MORAN, BISHOP OF OSSORY, IN HIS IRISH SAINTS, ASSOCIATES THE WELSH SAINT DAVID WITH AN IRISH DRUID. ST. DAVID WAS THE SON OF AN IRISH CHRISTIAN LADY. HE CAME TO MENEVIA, ON THE WELSH PROMONTORY, MADE A FIRE ON THE SHORE, AND ITS SMOKE FILLED THE LAND. THE BISHOP THEN GOES ON TO SAY: "THE OWNER OF THE DISTRICT WAS AN IRISHMAN, NAMED BAYA, A PAGAN AND A DRUID. HE WAS ONE OF THOSE SUCCESSFUL ROVERS WHO YEARS BEFORE HAD CARVED OUT TERRITORIES FOR THEMSELVES ON THE WELSH COAST, AND CONTINUED TO HOLD THEM BY THE SWORD. HE WAS FILLED WITH HORROR WHEN HE SAW THE SMOKE THAT AROSE FROM ST. DAVID'S FIRE, AND CRIED OUT TO THOSE THAT WERE WITH HIM, 'THE ENEMY THAT HAS LIT THAT FIRE SHALL POSSESS THIS TERRITORY AS FAR AS THE SMOKE HAS SPREAD.' THEY RESOLVED TO SLAY THE INTRUDERS, BUT THEIR ATTEMPT WAS FRUSTRATED BY A MIRACLE. SEEING THIS, BAYA MADE A GRANT OF THE DESIRED SITE, AND OF THE SURROUNDING COUNTRY, TO ST. DAVID, WHOSE MONASTERY QUICKLY AROSE." WELSH PATRIOTIC ZEAL WOULD RECEIVE A SHOCK FROM PROFESSOR O'CURRY'S STATEMENT. "IT APPEARS THEN THAT IT WAS FROM ERINN THAT THE ISLE OF MONA (ANGLESEY) RECEIVED ITS EARLIEST COLONY; AND THAT THAT COLONY WAS OF A DRUIDICAL PEOPLE." THIS VIEW HAS BEEN SUPPORTED BY OTHER TESTIMONY. THE WELSH CERRIG EDRIS (CADER IDRIS) HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED WITH THE IRISH CARRICK. CARRICK BRAUDA OF DUNDALK, LIKE CARIG BRADYN OF MONA, WAS RENOWNED FOR ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATIONS. OWEN MORGAN, IN THE LIGHT OF BRITANNIA, HAS BROUGHT FORWARD AUTHORITIES TO SUPPORT HIS THEORY THAT THE WELSH, AT ANY RATE, COULD CLAIM FOR ANCESTORS THE DRUIDS OF CLASSICAL WRITERS. BUT LEFLOCQ DECLARES THE LANGUAGE OF THE SO-CALLED WELSH DRUIDS OF THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CENTURIES IS MODERN; AND THAT EVEN SHARON TURNER--"FOR THE MYTHOLOGICAL POEMS DARE NOT ASSIGN THEM TO THE SIXTH CENTURY, NOR ATTRIBUTE THEM TO TALIESIN." HE CONSIDERS THE MYSTERY OF THE BARDS OF BRITAIN CONSISTS OF A NUMBER OF CHRISTIAN SENTENCES, INTERPRETED ACCORDING TO THE ARBITRARY SYSTEM OF MODERN MYSTICISM; AND CONCLUDES, "SUCH ARE THE NARROW BASES OF THE VAST PRE-CONCEIVED SYSTEM OF OUR DAYS AS TO THE TRUE RELIGION OF THE GAULS." BUT RHYS IN CELTIC BRITAIN ASSERTS THAT "THE GOIDELIC CELTS APPEAR TO HAVE ACCEPTED DRUIDISM, BUT THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT IT EVER WAS THE RELIGION OF ANY BRYTHONIC PEOPLE." AGAIN, "THE NORTH-WEST OF WALES, AND A GREAT PORTION OF THE SOUTH OF IT, HAD ALWAYS BEEN IN THE POSSESSION OF A GOIDELIC PEOPLE, WHOSE NEAREST KINSMEN WERE THE GOIDELS OF IRELAND."--"THE BRYTHONIC CELTS, WHO WERE POLYTHEISTS OF THE ARYAN TYPE; THE NON-CELTIC NATIVES WERE UNDER THE SWAY OF DRUIDISM; AND THE GOIDELIC CELTS, DEVOTEES OF A RELIGION WHICH COMBINED POLYTHEISM WITH DRUIDISM." HE SAYS THE WORD CYMRY "MERELY MEANT FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN"; THOUGH, AS HE ADDS, "THE CYMRY PEOPLE DEVELOPED A LITERATURE OF THEIR OWN, DIFFERING FROM THAT OF THE OTHER BRYTHONIC COMMUNITIES." HE MAKES CARLISLE THE CENTRE OF THEIR INFLUENCE BEFORE COMING DOWN INTO WALES. THE ASSUMPTIONS OF WELSH ADVOCATES MAY NOT BE VERY SATISFACTORY TO SCHOLARS, AND ALL WE KNOW OF IRISH DRUIDS FURNISHES LITTLE EVIDENCE FOR ROMANTIC CONCLUSIONS; BUT WHY SHOULD TRADITION HOLD SO TENACIOUSLY TO THE THEORY? MAKING ALL ALLOWANCE FOR EXTRAVAGANCE OF VIEWS, AND THEIR VARIETY, IT IS NOT EASY TO EXPLAIN THESE EARLY AND PARTICULAR ACCOUNTS. ALTHOUGH WELSH DRUIDISM IS REPRESENTED BY WELSH WRITERS AS BEING SO DIFFERENT FROM THE GAULISH, AS PICTURED BY FRENCH AUTHORS, OR THE IRISH OF IRISH SCHOLARS, A FEW WORDS MAY BE ALLOWED FROM THE PUBLICATION OF THE ENTHUSIASTIC MORIEN OF WALES. "IT IS EVIDENT," SAYS HE, "THAT THE DRUID BELIEVED IN THE ETERNITY OF MATTER IN AN ATOMIC CONDITION, AND ALSO IN THE ETERNITY OF WATER; AND THAT THE PASSIVE, THAT IS, THE FEMININE PRINCIPLE OF THE DIVINE NATURE, PERVADED BOTH FROM ETERNITY."--"HE IMAGINED A PERIOD BEFORE CREATION BEGAN, WHEN DARKNESS AND SILENCE PERVADED ILLIMITABLE SPACE."--"THE SUN IS THE SON OF THE CREATOR, WHO IS REFERRED TO BY THE DRUIDS AS THE HIGHER SUN OF THE CIRCLE OF INFINITUDES ABOVE THE ZODIACAL SUN."--"WHEREVER THE SOLAR RITES RELATING TO THE ANCIENT WORSHIP HAD BEEN PERFORMED, THOSE PLACES WERE STILL REGARDED BY THE MASSES AS SACRED." THE ANNWN OF MORIEN IS HADES OR EREBUS, AND THAT "OF NORTHERN IDEAS IS COLD." OF THE ARCHDRUID HE SAYS, "THE DIVINE WORD INCARNATE, SUCH WAS OUR DRUIDIC HIGH PRIEST;" ESPECIALLY WHEN STANDING ON THE LOGAN STONE. THE HOLY GREAL WAS THE CAULDRON OF CERIDWEN, OR VENUS. THE DRUIDS' ECCLESIASTICAL YEAR COMMENCED AT MIDNIGHT, MARCH 20-21. GOD WAS REGARDED THROUGH THE SYMBOL OF THREE LETTERS / | OR RODS, REPRESENTING THE LIGHT, OR DESCENT OF RAYS, THE TRUE LOGOS, HU, THE DIVINE SUN, WAS THE MENW INCARNATE. THE GRAVE IS THE MATRIX OF CED, WHO BEARS THE SAME RELATION TO VENUS AS THE CREATOR DOES TO APOLLO THE SUN. THE TWELVE BATTLES OF ARTHUR, OR THE SUN, RELATE TO THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC, MORIEN OBSERVES TWO SECTS IN DRUIDISM—THE PARTY OF THE LINGA, AND THAT OF THE LOGOS. HIS DRUIDISM IS SIMPLY SOLAR WORSHIP, OR, IN ANOTHER SENSE, PURE PHALLICISM. ACCORDING TO HIM, "THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION IS SCIENTIFICALLY ARRANGED ON THE MOST ANCIENT FRAMEWORK OF BRITISH DRUIDISM." A PERUSAL OF MORIEN'S LIGHT OF BRITANNIA WILL GIVE THE READER AN EXPLICIT ACCOUNT OF THE MYSTERY OF WELSH DRUIDISM, BUT FAIL TO PROVE ITS IDENTITY WITH IRISH DRUIDISM; ALTHOUGH THE CONNECTION OF IRELAND WITH WALES WAS MOST INTIMATE BEFORE THE DANISH INVASION, TRADITIONAL IRISH SAINTS HAVING CONVERTED TO CHRISTIANITY THEIR WILDER NEIGHBORS OF NORTH AND SOUTH WALES, AS THEY DID OF THOSE IN CORNWALL AND OTHER PLACES. THE DRUID, ACCORDING TO MORIEN, AND HIS DISTINGUISHED MASTER, THE ARCHDRUID MYFYR MORGANWG, WAS A MORE PICTURESQUE INDIVIDUAL THAN THE PERSON FIGURED BY IRISH WRITERS, AND HE IS STRICTLY ASSOCIATED WITH SO-CALLED DRUIDICAL CIRCLES, CROMLECHS, &C. STONEHENGE AND AVEBURY, NOT LESS THAN MONA AND PONTYPRIDD, ARE CLAIMED AS THE SCENES OF THEIR PERFORMANCES. ALL THAT TRADITION HAS REPRESENTED THEM, OR POETS HAVE IMAGINED THEM, THE DRUIDS WERE IN THE ESTIMATION OF MODERN WELSH AUTHORITIES. "THEIRS WERE THE HANDS FREE FROM VIOLENCE, THEIRS WERE THE MOUTHS FREE FROM CALUMNY, THEIRS THE LEARNING WITHOUT PRIDE, AND THEIRS THE LOVE WITHOUT VENERY." THEY WERE MORE THAN WHAT MADAME BLAVATSKY SAID--"ONLY THE HEIRS OF THE CYCLOPEAN LORE LEFT TO THEM BY GENERATIONS OF MIGHTY HUNTERS AND MAGICIANS." THEY WERE, AS DIODORUS DECLARED, "PHILOSOPHERS AND DIVINES WHOM THEY (GAULS) CALL SARONIDÆ, AND ARE HELD IN GREAT VENERATION." MYFYR LEFT IT ON RECORD, "THAT THE DRUIDS OF BRITAIN WERE BRAHMINS IS BEYOND THE LEAST SHADOW OF A DOUBT." MUCH HAS BEEN WRITTEN ABOUT DRUIDS' DRESS, THEIR ORNAMENTS, AND THE MYSTERIES OF THEIR CRAFT,--AS THE GLASS BOAT, THE CUP, THE CROSS, ARCHDRUID MYFYR, AT PONTYPRIDD (NOT DR. PRICE), EXPLAINED TO THE PRESENT WRITER, HIS PROCESSIONAL CROSS, WITH MOVABLE ARMS; HIS WONDERFUL EGG, BEQUEATHED FROM PAST AGES; HIS PENTHYNEN, WRITING RODS, OR STAFF BOOK; HIS ROSARY,--USED BY ANCIENT PRIESTS, NOT LESS THAN BY MODERN MAHOMETANS AND CHRISTIANS; HIS GLASS BEADS; HIS TORQUE FOR THE NECK; HIS BREASTPLATE OF JUDGMENT; HIS CRESCENT ADORNMENTS; HIS STAFF OF OFFICE. THE STAFF OR LITUUS WAS OF MAGICAL IMPORT. WANDS OF TAMARISK WERE IN THE HANDS OF MAGIAN PRIESTS. THE TOP OF SUCH AUGUR RODS, WERE SLIGHTLY HOOKED. ONE, FOUND IN ETRURIA, HAD BUDDED IN THE HAND. THE BARSOM, OR BUNDLE OF TWIGS, IS HELD BY PARSEE PRIESTS. STRABO NOTED TWIGS IN HAND AT PRAYER. THE THYRSUS HAD SEVERAL KNOTS. PROMETHEUS HID THE FIRE FROM HEAVEN IN HIS ROD. GLASS WAS KNOWN IN EGYPT SOME THREE OR FOUR THOUSAND YEARS BEFORE CHRIST. AMBER BEADS--HESIOD'S TEARS OF THE SISTERS OF PHŒBUS--WERE IN USE BY PHŒNICIANS, BROUGHT PROBABLY FROM THE BALTIC. TORQUES HAVE BEEN FOUND IN MANY LANDS. AS BACON REMARKED, "RELIGION DELIGHTS IN SUCH SHADOWS AND DISGUISES." NASH, IN HIS REMARKS UPON THE WRITINGS OF TALIESIN, WRITES: "THE ONLY PLACE IN BRITAIN IN WHICH THERE IS ANY DISTINCT EVIDENCE, FROM THE ROMAN AUTHORITIES, OF THE EXISTENCE OF DRUIDS, SHOULD BE THE ISLE OF ANGLESEY, THE SEAT OF THE IRISH POPULATION BEFORE THE MIGRATION (FROM SCOTLAND) OF THE CAMBRIAN TRIBES, THE ANCESTORS OF THE MODERN WELSH." HE THUS FIXES THE IRISH DRUIDS IN WALES. WHILE HISTORY AND PHILOLOGY ARE TRACING THE GREAT MIGRATION OF CAMBRIANS INTO NORTH WALES FROM SCOTLAND, WHERE THEIR LANGUAGE PREVAILED BEFORE THE GAELIC, WHY IS NORTH BRITAIN SO LITTLE AFFECTED WITH THE MYSTICISM ASSOCIATED WITH WELSH DRUIDISM? A NATURAL REPLY WOULD BE, THAT THIS PECULIAR MANIFESTATION CAME INTO WALES SUBSEQUENT TO THE CAMBRIAN MIGRATION FROM THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS THROUGH CUMBERLAND TO THE SOUTHERN SIDE OF THE MERSEY, AND DID NOT ORIGINATE WITH THE CAMBRIAN DRUIDS. IT MUST NOT BE FORGOTTEN THAT TWO DISTINCT RACES INHABIT WALES; THE ONE, CELTIC, OF THE NORTH; THE OTHER, IBERIAN, DARK AND BROAD-SHOULDERED, OF THE SOUTH. SOME IBERIANS, AS OF SPAIN AND NORTH AFRICA, RETAIN THE MORE ANCIENT LANGUAGE; OTHERS ADOPTED ANOTHER TONGUE. MANY OF THE SO-CALLED ARABS, IN THE SOUDAN, ARE OF IBERIAN PARENTAGE. NO ONE CAN READ MORIEN'S MOST INTERESTING AND SUGGESTIVE LIGHT OF BRITANNIA, WITHOUT BEING STRUCK WITH THE REMARKABLE PARALLEL DRAWN BETWEEN THE MOST ANCIENT CREEDS OF ASIA AND THE ASSUMED DRUIDISM OF WALES. THE SUPPOSITION OF THAT INDUSTRIOUS AUTHOR IS, THAT THE BRITISH DRUIDS WERE THE ORIGINATORS OF THE THEOLOGIES OR MYTHOLOGIES OF THE OLD WORLD. IRELAND, IN HIS CALCULATION, IS QUITE LEFT OUT IN THE COLD. YET IT IS IN IRELAND, NOT IN WALES, THAT ORIENTAL RELIGIONS HAD THEIR STRONGEST INFLUENCE. THAT COUNTRY, AND NOT WALES, WOULD APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN VISITED BY MEDITERRANEAN TRADERS, THOUGH TRADITION, NOT WELL SUBSTANTIATED, MAKES CORNWALL ONE OF THEIR CALLING-PLACES.
IRISH DRUIDISM.
TURNING TO IRISH DRUIDISM, WE MAY DISCERN A MEANING, WHEN READING BETWEEN THE LINES IN IRISH MSS., BUT THE MYSTERY IS EITHER NOT UNDERSTOOD BY THE NARRATORS, OR IS PURPOSELY BECLOUDED SO AS TO BE UNINTELLIGIBLE TO THE VULGAR, AND REMOVE THE WRITERS (MORE OR LESS ECCLESIASTICS) FROM THE CENSURE OF SUPERIORS IN THE CHURCH. ELSEWHERE, IN THE CHAPTER UPON "GODS," HISTORY, AS SEEN IN LIVES OF IRISH HEROES AND FOUNDERS OF TRIBES, IS MADE THE MEDIUM FOR THE COMMUNICATION, IN SOME WAY, OF ESOTERIC INTELLIGENCE. IF THE DRUIDS OF ERIN WERE IN ANY DEGREE ASSOCIATED WITH THAT ASSUMED MYTHOLOGY, THEY COME MUCH NEARER THE WISDOM OF BRITISH DRUIDS THAN IS GENERALLY SUPPOSED, AND WERE NOT THE COMMON JUGGLERS AND FORTUNE-TELLERS OF IRISH AUTHORITIES. AS THE POPULAR PROFESSOR O'CURRY MAY BE SAFELY TAKEN AS ONE LEADING EXPONENT OF IRISH OPINION UPON IRISH DRUIDS, A QUOTATION FROM HIS ABLE LECTURES WILL INDICATE HIS VIEW: "OUR TRADITIONS," SAYS HE, "OF THE SCOTTISH AND IRISH DRUIDS ARE EVIDENTLY DERIVED FROM A TIME WHEN CHRISTIANITY HAD LONG BEEN ESTABLISHED. THESE INSULAR DRUIDS ARE REPRESENTED AS BEING LITTLE BETTER THAN CONJURERS, AND THEIR DIGNITY IS AS MUCH DIMINISHED AS THE POWER OF THE KING IS EXAGGERATED. HE IS HEDGED WITH A ROYAL MAJESTY WHICH NEVER EXISTED IN FACT. HE IS A PHARAOH OR BELSHAZZAR WITH A TROOP OF WIZARDS AT COMMAND; HIS DRUIDS ARE SORCERERS AND RAIN-DOCTORS, WHO PRETEND TO CALL DOWN THE STORMS AND THE SNOW, AND FRIGHTEN THE PEOPLE WITH THE FLUTTERING WISP, AND OTHER CHILDISH CHARMS. THEY DIVINED BY THE OBSERVATION OF SNEEZING AND OMENS, BY THEIR DREAMS AFTER HOLDING A BULL-FEAST, OR CHEWING RAW HORSEFLESH IN FRONT OF THEIR IDOLS, BY THE CROAKING OF THEIR RAVENS AND CHIRPING OF TAME WRENS, OR BY THE CEREMONY OF LICKING THE HOT EDGE OF BRONZE TAKEN OUT OF THE ROWAN-TREE FAGGOT [THIS IS WHERE THE CIGARETTE OR HOLY SMOKES CALLED THE FAGGOT CAME FROM]. THEY ARE LIKE THE RED INDIAN MEDICINE MEN, OR THE ANGEKOKS OF THE ESKIMO, DRESSED UP IN BULL'S-HIDE COATS AND BIRD-CAPS WITH WAVING WINGS. THE CHIEF OR ARCH-DRUID OF TARA IS SHOWN TO US AS A LEAPING JUGGLER WITH EAR CLASPS OF GOLD, AND A SPECKLED CLOAK; HE TOSSES SWORDS AND BALLS INTO THE AIR, AND LIKE THE BUZZING OF BEES ON A BEAUTIFUL DAY IS THE MOTION OF EACH PASSING THE OTHER." THIS, PERHAPS, THE ORDINARY AND MOST PROSAIC ACCOUNT OF THE IRISH DRUID, IS TO BE GATHERED FROM THE ECCLESIASTICAL ANNALS OF ST. PATRICK. THE MONKISH WRITERS HAD ASSUREDLY NO HIGH OPINION OF THE DRUID OF TRADITION; AND, DOUBTLESS, NO RESPECT FOR THE MEMORY OF TALIESIN OR OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CRAFT. NEVERTHELESS, WE SHOULD BEAR IN MIND THAT THESE SAME AUTHORITIES TOOK FOR GRANTED ALL THE STORIES FLOATING ABOUT CONCERNING TRANSFORMATIONS OF MEN AND WOMEN INTO BEASTS AND BIRDS, AND ALL RELATIONS ABOUT GODS OF OLD. O'BEIRNE CROWE HAS SOME DOUBT ABOUT DRUID STORIES AND PRIMITIVE MISSIONARIES. HE FINDS IN THE HYMN OF ST. PATRICK THE WORD DRUID BUT ONCE MENTIONED; AND THAT IT IS ABSENT ALIKE IN BROCAN'S LIFE OF ST. BRIGIT, AND IN COLMAN'S HYMN. "THOUGH IRISH DRUIDISM," SAYS HE, "NEVER ATTAINED TO ANYTHING LIKE ORGANIZATION, STILL ITS FORMS AND PRACTICES, SO FAR AS THEY ATTAINED TO ORDER, WERE IN THE MAIN THE SAME AS THOSE OF GAUL." THOSE CHRISTIAN WRITERS ADMITTED THAT THE DRUIDS HAD A LITERATURE. THE AUTHOR OF THE LECAN DECLARED THAT ST. PATRICK, AT ONE TIME, BURNT ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY BOOKS OF THE DRUIDS. "SUCH AN EXAMPLE," HE SAID, "SET THE CONVERTED CHRISTIANS TO WORK IN ALL PARTS, UNTIL, IN THE END, ALL THE REMAINS OF THE DRUIDIC SUPERSTITION WERE UTTERLY DESTROYED." OTHER WRITERS MENTION THE SAME FACT AS TO THIS BURNING OF HEATHEN MSS. CERTAINLY NO SUCH DOCUMENTS HAD, EVEN IN COPIES, ANY EXISTENCE IN HISTORIC TIMES, THOUGH NO ONE CAN DENY THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH A LITERATURE. THE WELSH, HOWEVER, CLAIM THE POSSESSION OF DRUIDIC WORKS. BUT THE EARLIEST OF THESE DATE FROM CHRISTIAN TIMES, BEARING IN THEIR COMPOSITION BIBLICAL REFERENCES, AND, BY EXPERTS, ARE SUPPOSED TO BE OF ANY PERIOD BETWEEN THE SEVENTH AND TWELFTH CENTURIES. VILLEMARQUE DATES THE EARLIEST BRETON BARDS FROM THE SIXTH CENTURY; OTHER FRENCH WRITERS HAVE THEM LATER. AT THE SAME TIME, IT MUST BE ALLOWED THAT EARLY IRISH MSS., WHICH ALL DATE SINCE CHRISTIANITY CAME TO THE ISLAND, CONTAIN REFERENCES OF A MYSTICAL CHARACTER, WHICH MIGHT BE STYLED DRUIDICAL. MOST OF THE IRISH LITERATURE, PROFESSEDLY TREATING OF HISTORICAL EVENTS, HAS BEEN REGARDED AS HAVING COVERT ALLUSIONS TO ANCIENT SUPERSTITIONS, THE INDIVIDUALS MENTIONED BEING OF A MYTHICAL CHARACTER. A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF SUCH REFERENCES ARE ASSOCIATED WITH DRUIDS, WHATEVER THESE WERE THOUGHT THEN TO BE. MIRACLES WERE ABUNDANT, AS THEY HAVE BEEN IN ALL PERIODS OF IRISH HISTORY. THE DEITY, THE ANGELS, THE SPIRITS OF THE AIR OR ELSEWHERE, ARE EVER AT HAND TO WORK A MARVEL, THOUGH OFTEN FOR LITTLE APPARENT OCCASION. AS THE PERFORMANCES OF SAINTS ARE PRECISELY SIMILAR TO THOSE ATTRIBUTED TO DRUIDS, ONE IS NATURALLY PUZZLED TO KNOW WHERE ONE PARTY QUITS THE FIELD AND THE OTHER COMES ON. A LARGE NUMBER OF THESE REFERENCES BELONG TO THE FENIAN DAYS, WHEN THE TUATHA DRUIDS PRACTICED THEIR REPORTED UNHOLY RITES. THUS, TEIGE WAS THE FATHER OF THE WIFE OF THE CELEBRATED FENIAN LEADER, FIONN MACCURNHAILL, OR FIONN B'BAOISGNE, SLAIN AT ATH-BREA, ON THE BOYNE. BUT MATHA MACUMOIR WAS A DRUID WHO CONFRONTED ST. PATRICK. ST. BRIGID WAS THE DAUGHTER OF THE DRUID DUBHTHACH. THE DRUID CAICHER FORETOLD THAT THE RACE HE LOVED WOULD ONE DAY MIGRATE TO THE WEST. IN NININE'S PRAYER IT IS WRITTEN--"WE PUT TRUST IN SAINT PATRICK, CHIEF APOSTLE OF IRELAND; HE FOUGHT AGAINST HARD-HEARTED DRUIDS." AS TOLD BY T. O'FLANAGAN, 1808, KING THADDY, FATHER OF OSSIAN, WAS A DRUID. IERNE WAS CALLED THE ISLE OF LEARNED DRUIDS. PLUTARCH RELATES THAT CLAUDIUS, EXPLORING, "FOUND ON AN ISLAND NEAR BRITAIN AN ORDER OF MAGI, REPUTED HOLY BY THE PEOPLE." TRADITION SAYS THAT PARTHALON, FROM GREECE, BROUGHT THREE DRUIDS WITH HIM. THESE WERE FIOS, EOLUS, AND FOCHMARC; THAT IS, OBSERVES O'CURRY, "IF WE SEEK THE ETYMOLOGICAL MEANING OF THE WORDS, INTELLIGENCE, KNOWLEDGE, AND INQUIRY." THE NEMIDIANS REACHED IRELAND FROM SCYTHIA, BUT WERE ACCOMPANIED BY DRUIDS; WHO, HOWEVER, WERE CONFOUNDED BY THE FOMORIAN DRUIDS. AT FIRST THE NEMIDIANS WERE VICTORIOUS, BUT THE FOMORIAN LEADER BROUGHT FORWARD HIS MOST POWERFUL SPELLS, AND FORCED THE OTHERS INTO EXILE. BEOTHACH, NEMID'S GRANDSON, RETIRED WITH HIS CLAN TO NORTHERN EUROPE, OR SCANDINAVIA; WHERE "THEY MADE THEMSELVES PERFECT IN ALL THE ARTS OF DIVINATION, DRUIDISM, AND PHILOSOPHY, AND RETURNED, AFTER SOME GENERATIONS, TO ERINN UNDER THE NAME OF THE TUATHA DE DANAAN." THE LAST WERE MOST FORMIDABLE DRUIDS, THOUGH OVERCOME IN THEIR TURN BY THE DRUIDS OF INVADING MILESIANS FROM SPAIN. THERE WERE DRUIDS' HILLS AT UISNEATH, WESTMEATH, AND CLOGHER OF TYRONE. THE DRAOITHE WERE WISE MEN FROM THE EAST. DUBHTACH MAC UI' LUGAIR, ARCHDRUID OF KING MAC NIALL, BECAME A CHRISTIAN CONVERT. THE BATTLE OF MOYRATH, ASSERTED BY MONKISH WRITERS TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN 637, DECIDED THE FATE OF THE DRUIDS. AND YET, THE FOUR MASTERS RELATE THAT AS EARLY AS 927 B.C., THERE EXISTED MUR OLLAVAN, THE CITY OF THE LEARNED, OR DRUIDIC SEMINARY. BACRACH, A LEINSTER DRUID, TOLD CONCHOBAR, KING OF ULSTER, SOMETHING WHICH IS THUS NARRATED: "THERE WAS A GREAT CONVULSION. 'WHAT IS THIS?' SAID CONCHOBAR TO HIS DRUID. 'WHAT GREAT EVIL IS IT THAT IS PERPETRATED THIS DAY? 'IT IS TRUE INDEED,' SAID THE DRUID, 'CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD IS CRUCIFIED THIS DAY BY THE JEWS. IT WAS IN THE SAME NIGHT HE WAS BORN THAT YOU WERE BORN; THAT IS, IN THE 8TH OF THE CALENDS OF JANUARY, THOUGH THE YEAR WAS NOT THE SAME. IT WAS THEN THAT CONCHOBAR BELIEVED; AND HE WAS ONE OF THE TWO MEN THAT BELIEVED IN GOD IN ERINN BEFORE THE COMING OF THE FAITH." AMONG THE NAMES OF DRUIDS, WE HAVE, IN CORMAC'S GLOSSARY, SERB, DAUGHTER OF SCATH, A DRUID OF THE CONNAUGHT MEN; MUNNU, SON OF TAULCHAN THE DRUID; AND DRUIEN, A DRUID PROPHESYING BIRD. D. O. MURRIM BELONGED TO CREAG-A-VANNY HILL; AIBHNE, OR OIBHNE, TO LONDONDERRY. WE READ OF TROSDAN, TAGES, CADADIUS, DADER, DILL, MOGRUTH, DUBCOMAR, FIRCHISUS, IDA, ONO, FATHAN, LOMDERG THE BLOODY HAND, AND BACRACH, OR LAGICINUS BARCHEDIUS, ARCH-DRUID TO KING NIALL. DRUIDESSES WERE NOT NECESSARILY WIVES OF DRUIDS, BUT FEMALES POSSESSED OF DRUIDICAL POWERS, BEING OFTEN YOUNG AND FAIR. SOME NAMES OF DRUIDESSES HAVE BEEN PRESERVED; AS GEAL CHOSSACH, OR COSSA, WHITE-LEGGED, OF INISOVEN, DONEGAL, WHERE HER GRAVE IS STILL POINTED OUT TO VISITORS. THERE WAS MILUCRADH, HAG OF THE WATERS, REPORTED TO BE STILL LIVING, WHO TURNED KING FIONN INTO AN OLD MAN BY WATER FROM LAKE SLIABH GULLIN. EITHNE AND BAN DRAOI WERE FAMOUS SORCERERS. TRADITION TALKS OF WOMEN'S ISLES OF IRELAND, AS OF SCOTLAND, WHERE DRUIDESSES, AT CERTAIN FESTIVALS, LIVED APART FROM THEIR HUSBANDS, AS DID AFTERWARDS CULDEE WIVES AT CHURCH ORDERS. ON ST. MICHAEL, ON SENA ISLE OF BRITTANY, AND ELSEWHERE, SUCH RELIGIOUS LADIES WERE KNOWN. SCOTCH WITCHES IN THEIR REPUTED POWERS OF TRANSFORMATION WERE SUCCESSORS OF DRUIDESSES. SEVERAL ANCIENT NUNNERIES ARE CONJECTURED TO HAVE BEEN DRUIDESSES' RETREATS, OR AS BEING ESTABLISHED AT SUCH HALLOWED SITES. AT KILDARE, THE RETREAT OF ST. BRIGID AND HER NUNS, HAVING CHARGE OF THE SACRED FIRE, THERE USED TO BE BEFORE HER TIME A COMMUNITY OF IRISH DRUIDESSES, VIRGINS, WHO WERE CALLED, FROM THEIR OFFICE, INGHEAW ANDAGHA, DAUGHTERS OF FIRE. THE WELL-KNOWN TUAM, WITH ITS NINE SCORE NUNS, MAY BE AN INSTANCE, SINCE THE WORD CAILTACH MEANS EITHER NUN OR DRUIDESS. ON THIS, HACKETT REMARKS, "THE PROBABILITY IS THAT THEY WERE PAGAN DRUIDESSES." DR. O'CONNOR NOTES THE CLUAN-FEART, OR SACRED RETREAT FOR DRUIDICAL NUNS. IT WAS DECIDEDLY DANGEROUS FOR ANY ONE TO MEDDLE WITH THOSE LADIES, SINCE THEY COULD RAISE STORMS, CAUSE DISEASES, OR STRIKE WITH DEATH. BUT HOW CAME PLINY TO SAY THAT WIVES OF DRUIDS ATTENDED CERTAIN RELIGIOUS RITES NAKED, BUT WITH BLACKENED BODIES? ENCHANTRESSES, POSSESSED OF EVIL SPIRITS, LIKE AS IN ANCIENT BABYLON, OR AS IN CHINA NOW, WERE VERY UNPLEASANT COMPANY, AND A SOURCE OF UNHAPPINESS IN A FAMILY. THE REV. J. F. SHEARMAN DECLARED THAT LOCHRA AND LUCHADMOEL WERE THE HEADS OF THE DRUIDS' COLLEGE, PROPHESYING THE COMING OF THE TALCEND (ST. PATRICK), THAT THE FIRST WAS LIFTED UP AND DASHED AGAINST A STONE BY THE SAINT, THE OTHER WAS BURNT IN THE ORDEAL OF FIRE AT TARA, THAT THE DRUID MAUTES WAS HE WHO UPSET THE SAINT'S CHALICE, AND THAT IDA AND ONA WERE TWO CONVERTED DRUIDS. THE SYNOD OF DRUMCEAT, IN 590, LAID RESTRICTIONS ON DRUIDS, BUT THE DRUIDS WERE OFFICIALLY ABOLISHED AFTER THE DECISIVE BATTLE OF MOYRATH, 637. THE BILINGUAL INSCRIPTION OF KILLEEN, CORMAC--IV VERE DRVVIDES, OR "FOUR TRUE DRUIDS," WAS SAID TO REFER TO DUBHTACH MACNLUGIL AS ONE OF THE FOUR, HE HAVING BEEN BAPTIZED BY PATRICK. DR. RICHEY MAY BE RIGHT, WHEN HE SAYS IN HIS HISTORY OF THE IRISH PEOPLE:--"ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO DESCRIBE THE CIVILIZATION OF THE IRISH IN PRE-CHRISTIAN PERIODS, BY THE USE OF THE NUMEROUS HEROIC TALES AND ROMANCES WHICH STILL SURVIVE TO US; BUT THE CELTIC EPIC IS NOT MORE HISTORICALLY CREDIBLE OR USEFUL THAN THE HELLENIC,--THE TAM BO THAN THE ILIAD." IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE READERS OF THE FOREGOING TALES, OR THOSE, HEREAFTER TO BE PRODUCED, MAY BE OF THE SAME OPINION NOT EVEN THE PROPHECY OF ST PATRICK'S ADVENT CAN BE EXEMPTED, THOUGH THE FIACC HYMN RUNS "FOR THUS HAD THEIR PROPHETS FORETOLD THEN THE COMING OF A NEW TIME OF PEACE WOULD ENDURE AFTER TARA LAY DESERT AND SILENT, THE DRUIDS OF LAERY HAD TOLD OF HIS COMING, HAD TOLD OF THE KINGDOM." IRELAND HAD A SUPPLY OF THE SO-CALLED DRUIDICAL APPENDAGES AND ADORNMENTS. THERE HAVE BEEN FOUND GOLDEN TORQUES, GORGETS, ARMILLÆ AND RODS, OF VARIOUS SORTS AND SIZES. SOME WERE TWISTED. THERE WERE THIN LAMINAE OF GOLD WITH ROUNDED PLATES AT THE ENDS. OTHERS HAD PENANNULAR AND BULBOUS TERMINATIONS. TWISTED WIRE SERVED FOR LUMBERS OR GIRDLE-TORQUES. A TWISTED ONE OF GOLD, PICKED UP AT BALLYCASTLE, WEIGHED 22 OZ. GORGETS ARE SEEN ONLY IN IRELAND AND CORNWALL. THE DYING GLADIATOR, IN ROME, HAS A TWISTED TORQUE ABOUT HIS NECK. THE GOLD MINES OF WICKLOW DOUBTLESS FURNISHED THE PRECIOUS METAL, AS NOTED IN SENCHUS MOR. PLINY REFERS TO THE GOLDEN TORQUES OF DRUIDS. ONE, FROM TARA, WAS 5 FT. 7 IN. LONG, WEIGHING 27 OZS. A TODH, FOUND TWELVE FEET IN A LIMERICK BOG, WAS OF THIN CHASED GOLD, WITH CONCAVE HEMISPHERICAL ORNAMENTS. THE IODHAN MORAN, OR BREASTPLATE, WOULD CONTRACT ON THE NECK IF THE JUDGES GAVE A FALSE JUDGMENT. THE CRESCENT ORNAMENT WAS THE IRISH CEAD-RAI-RE, OR SACRED SHIP, ANSWERING TO TALIESIN'S CWRWG GWYDRIN, OR GLASS BOAT. AN ARMILLA OF 15 OZS. WAS RECOVERED IN GALWAY. THE GLASS BEADS, CYLINDRICAL IN SHAPE. FOUND AT DUNWORLEY BAY, CORK, HAD, SAID LORD LONDESBOROUGH, QUITE A COPTIC CHARACTER. THE DRUID GLASS IS GLEINI NA DROEDH IN WELSH, GLAINE NAN DRUIDHE IN IRISH. THE DUBLIN MUSEUM--IRISH ACADEMY COLLECTION--CONTAINS OVER THREE HUNDRED GOLD SPECIMENS. MANY PRECIOUS ARTICLES HAD BEEN MELTED DOWN FOR THEIR GOLD. THE TREASURE TROVE REGULATIONS HAVE ONLY EXISTED SINCE 1861. LUNETTES ARE COMMON THE DRUIDS' TIARAS WERE SEMI-OVAL, IN THIN PLATES, HIGHLY EMBOSSED. THE GOLDEN BREAST-PINS, DEALG OIR, ARE RARE. SOME ARMILLÆ ARE SOLID, OTHERS HOLLOW. FIBULÆ BEAR CUPS. TORQUES ARE OFTEN SPIRAL. BULLÆ ARE AMULETS OF LEAD COVERED WITH THIN GOLD. CIRCULAR GOLD PLATES ARE VERY THIN AND RUDE. PASTORAL STAFFS, LIKE PAGAN ONES, HAVE SERPENTS TWISTED ROUND THEM, AS SEEN ON THE CASHEL PASTORAL STAFF. PROF. O'CURRY SAYS--"SOME OF OUR OLD GLOSSARISTS EXPLAIN THE NAME DRUID BY DOCTUS, LEARNED; AND FILI, A POET, AS A LOVER OF LEARNING." BUT CORMAC MACCULLINAN, IN HIS GLOSSARY, DERIVES THE WORD FILI FROM FI, VENOM, AND LI, BRIGHTNESS; MEANING, THAT THE POET'S SATIRE WAS VENOMOUS, AND HIS PRAISE BRIGHT OR BEAUTIFUL. THE DRUID, IN HIS SIMPLE CHARACTER, DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN AMBULATORY, BUT STATIONARY. HE IS NOT ENTITLED TO ANY PRIVILEGES OR IMMUNITIES SUCH AS THE POETS AND BREHONS OR JUDGES ENJOYED. HE CONSIDERS THE DRUIDS' WAND WAS OF YEW, AND THAT THEY MADE USE OF OGHAM WRITING. HE NAMES TUATH DRUIDS; AS, BRIAN, TUCHAR TUCHARBA, BODHBH, MACHA AND MOR RIGAN; CESARN GNATHACH AND INGNATHACH, AMONG FIRBOLGS; UAR, EITHEAR AND AMERGIN, AS MILESIANS. FOR AN ILLUSTRATION OF IRISH DRUIDISM, REFERENCE MAY BE MADE TO THE TRANSLATION, BY HANCOCK AND O'MAHONEY, OF THE SENCHUS MOR. SOME OF THE IDEAS DEVELOPED IN THAT CHRISTIAN WORK WERE SUPPOSED TRADITIONAL NOTIONS OF EARLIER AND DRUIDICAL TIMES. THUS, WE LEARN THAT THERE WERE EIGHT WINDS: THE COLORS OF WHICH WERE WHITE AND PURPLE, PALE GREY AND GREEN, YELLOW AND RED, BLACK AND GREY, SPECKLED AND DARK, THE DARK BROWN AND THE PALE. FROM THE EAST BLOWS THE PURPLE WIND; FROM THE SOUTH, THE WHITE; FROM THE NORTH, THE BLACK; FROM THE WEST, THE PALE; THE RED AND THE YELLOW ARE BETWEEN THE WHITE WIND AND THE PURPLE, &C. THE THICKNESS OF THE EARTH IS MEASURED BY THE SPACE FROM THE EARTH TO THE FIRMAMENT. THE SEVEN DIVISIONS FROM THE FIRMAMENT TO THE EARTH ARE SATURN, JUPITER, MERCURY, MARS, SOL, LUNA, VENUS, FROM THE MOON TO THE SUN IS 244 MILES; BUT, FROM THE FIRMAMENT TO THE EARTH, 3024 MILES. AS THE SHELL IS ABOUT THE EGG, SO IS THE FIRMAMENT AROUND THE EARTH. THE FIRMAMENT IS A MIGHTY SHEET OF CRYSTAL. THE TWELVE CONSTELLATIONS REPRESENT THE YEAR, AS THE SUN RUNS THROUGH ONE EACH MONTH. WE ARE ALSO IN FORMED THAT "BRIGH AMBUI WAS A FEMALE AUTHOR OF WISDOM AND PRUDENCE AMONG THE MEN OF ERIN--AFTER HER CAME CONNLA CAINBHRETHACH, CHIEF DOCTOR OF CONNAUGHT. HE EXCELLED THE MEN OF ERIN IN WISDOM, FOR HE WAS FILLED WITH THE GRACE OF THE HOLY GHOST; HE USED TO CONTEND WITH THE DRUIDS, WHO SAID THAT IT WAS THEY THAT MADE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND THE SEA--AND THE SUN AND MOON." THIS SENCHUS MOR FURTHER STATED THAT "WHEN THE JUDGES DEVIATED FROM THE TRUTH OF NATURE, THERE APPEARED BLOTCHES UPON THEIR CHEEKS." IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT DR. RICHEY, IN HIS SHORT HISTORY OF THE IRISH PEOPLE, SHOULD WRITE: "AS TO WHAT DRUIDISM WAS, EITHER IN SPECULATION OR PRACTICE, WE HAVE VERY LITTLE INFORMATION. AS FAR AS WE CAN CONJECTURE, THEIR RELIGION MUST HAVE CONSISTED OF TRIBAL DIVINITIES AND LOCAL RITES. AS TO THE DRUIDS THEMSELVES, WE HAVE NO DISTINCT INFORMATION." HE IS NOT ASTONISHED THAT "AUTHORS (FROM THE REACTION) ARE NOW FOUND TO DENY THE EXISTENCE OF DRUIDS ALTOGETHER." HE ADMITS THAT, AT THE REPUTED TIME OF ST. PATRICK, THE DRUIDS "SEEM TO BE NOTHING MORE THAN THE LOCAL PRIESTS OR MAGICIANS ATTACHED TO THE SEVERAL TRIBAL CHIEFS, PERHAPS NOT BETTER THAN THE MEDICINE-MEN OF THE NORTH-AMERICAN INDIANS." AS THAT PERIOD WAS PRIOR TO THE EARLIEST ASSUMED FOR THE WELSH TALIESIN, ONE IS AT A LOSS TO ACCOUNT FOR THE GREAT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO PEOPLES, THEN SO CLOSELY ASSOCIATED IN [SEXLESS] INTERCOURSE. THE OPINION OF THE ABLE O'BEIRNE CROWE IS THUS EXPRESSED: "AFTER THE INTRODUCTION OF OUR (IRISH) IRREGULAR SYSTEM OF DRUIDISM, WHICH MUST HAVE BEEN ABOUT THE SECOND CENTURY OF THE CHRISTIAN ERA, THE FILIS (BARDS) HAD TO FALL INTO SOMETHING LIKE THE POSITION OF THE BRITISH BARDS.--BUT LET US EXAMINE OUR OLDER COMPOSITIONS--PIECES WHICH HAVE ABOUT THEM INTRINSIC MARKS OF AUTHENTICITY--AND WE SHALL BE ASTONISHED TO SEE WHAT A DELICATE FIGURE THE DRUID MAKES IN THEM." ON THE SUPPOSITION THAT DRUIDISM HAD NOT TIME FOR DEVELOPMENT BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF THE SAINT, HE ACCOUNTS FOR THE EASY CONVERSION OF IRELAND TO CHRISTIANITY. IT IS SINGULAR THAT TALIESIN SHOULD MENTION THE SUN AS BEING SENT IN A CORACLE FROM CARDIGAN BAY TO ARKLE, OR ARKLOW, IN IRELAND. THIS LEADS MORIEN TO NOTE THE "SOLAR DRAMA PERFORMED IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF BORTH, WALES, AND ARKLOW, IRELAND." ARTHUR CLIVE THOUGHT IT NOT IMPROBABLE THAT IRELAND, AND NOT BRITAIN, AS CÆSAR SUPPOSED, WAS THE SOURCE OF GAULISH DRUIDISM. "ANGLESEY," SAYS HE," WOULD BE THE MOST NATURAL SITE FOR THE BRITISH DRUIDICAL COLLEGE. THIS SUSPICION ONCE RAISED, THE PARALLEL CASE OF ST. COLUM KILLE OCCUPYING IONA WITH HIS IRISH MONKS AND PRIESTS, WHEN HE WENT UPON HIS MISSIONARY EXPEDITION TO THE PICTS, OCCURS TO THE MIND." ASSUREDLY, IONA WAS A SACRED PLACE OF THE DRUIDS, AND HENCE THE LIKENESS OF THE CULDEES TO THE OLDER TENANTS OF THE ISLE. CLIVE BELIEVED THE CIVILIZATION OF IRELAND WAS NOT DUE TO THE CELT, BUT TO THE DARKER RACE BEFORE THEM. IN DRUIDISM HE SAW LITTLE OF A CELTIC CHARACTER, "AND THAT ALL OF WHAT WAS NOBLE AND GOOD CONTAINED IN THE INSTITUTION WAS IN SOME WAY DERIVED FROM SOUTHERN AND EUSKARIAN SOURCES." MAY NOT THE SAME BE SAID OF WALES? THERE, THE TRUE WELSH--THOSE OF THE SOUTH AND SOUTH-EAST--ARE CERTAINLY NOT THE LIGHT CELT, BUT THE DARK IBERIAN, LIKE TO THE DARKER BRETONS AND NORTHERN SPANIARDS. MARTIN, WHO WROTE HIS WESTERN ISLANDS IN 1703, TELLS US THAT IN HIS DAY EVERY GREAT FAMILY OF THE WESTERN ISLANDS KEPT A DRUID PRIEST, WHOSE DUTY IT WAS TO FORETELL FUTURE EVENTS, AND DECIDE ALL CAUSES, CIVIL AND ECCLESIASTICAL. DR. WISE SAYS, "IN THE BOOK OF DEER WE MEET WITH MATADAN, 'THE BREHON,' AS A WITNESS IN A PARTICULAR CASE. THE LAWS FOUND IN THE LEGAL CODE OF THE IRISH PEOPLE WERE ADMINISTERED BY THESE BREHONS. THEY WERE HEREDITARY JUDGES OF THE TRIBES, AND HAD CERTAIN LANDS WHICH WERE ATTACHED TO THE OFFICE. THE SUCCESSORS OF THIS IMPORTANT CLASS ARE THE SHERIFFS OF COUNTIES." THE LEARNED JOHN TOLAND, BORN IN LONDONDERRY, 1670, WHO WAS A GENUINE PATRIOT IN HIS DAY, BELIEVED IN HIS COUNTRY'S DRUIDS. IN THE HEBRIDES, ALSO, HE FOUND HARPERS BY PROFESSION, AND EVIDENCE OF ANCIENT GREEK VISITANTS. IN DUBLIN HE OBSERVED THE CONFIDENCE IN AUGURY BY RAVENS. HE CONTENDED THAT WHEN THE ANCIENTS SPOKE OF BRITAIN AS DRUIDICAL, THEY INCLUDED IRELAND; FOR PTOLEMY KNEW ERIN AS LITTLE BRITAIN. HE RECOGNIZED DRUIDS' HOUSES STILL STANDING, AND THE HEATHEN PRACTICES REMAINING IN HIS COUNTRY. "IN IRELAND," SAID HE OF THE DRUIDS, "THEY HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF WEARING SIX COLORS IN THEIR BREACANS OR ROBES, WHICH ARE THE STRIPED BRACEÆ OF THE GAULS, STILL WORN BY THE HIGHLANDERS, WHEREAS THE KING AND QUEEN MIGHT HAVE IN THEIRS BUT SEVEN, LORDS AND LADIES FIVE," &C. HE HAD NO DOUBTS OF THEIR SUN-WORSHIP, AND OF ABARIS, THE DRUID FRIEND OF PYTHAGORAS, BEING FROM HIS OWN QUARTERS. WHILE HE THOUGHT THE GREEKS BORROWED FROM THE NORTHERN DRUIDS, HE ADMITTED THAT BOTH MAY HAVE LEARNED FROM THE OLDER EGYPTIANS. RHYS, AS A WISE AND PRUDENT MAN, IS NOT WILLING TO ABANDON THE DRUIDS BECAUSE OF THE ABSURD AND MOST POSITIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS OF ENTHUSIASTIC ADVOCATES; SINCE HE SAYS, "I FOR ONE AM QUITE PREPARED TO BELIEVE IN A DRUIDIC RESIDUE, AFTER YOU HAVE STRIPPED ALL THAT IS MEDIÆVAL AND BIBLICAL FROM THE POEMS OF TALIESIN. THE SAME WITH MERLIN." AND OTHERS WILL ECHO THAT SENTIMENT IN RELATION TO IRISH DRUIDISM, NOTWITHSTANDING THE WILD ASSUMPTIONS OF SOME WRITERS, AND THE CYNICAL UNBELIEF OF OTHERS. AFTER ALL ELIMINATIONS, THERE IS STILL A SUBSTANTIAL RESIDUE. ONE MAY LEARN A LESSON FROM THE STORY TOLD OF TOM MOORE. WHEN FIRST SHOWN OLD IRISH MSS., HE WAS MUCH MOVED, AND EXCLAIMED, "THESE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY FOOLS. I NEVER KNEW ANYTHING ABOUT THEM BEFORE, AND I HAD NO RIGHT TO HAVE UNDERTAKEN THE HISTORY OF IRELAND." AN OLD IRISH POEM RUNS: "SEVEN YEARS YOUR RIGHT, UNDER A FLAGSTONE IN A QUAGMIRE, WITHOUT FOOD, WITHOUT TASTE, BUT THE THIRST YOU EVER TORTURING, THE LAW OF THE JUDGES YOUR LESSON, AND PRAYER YOUR LANGUAGE; AND IF YOU LIKE TO RETURN YOU WILL BE, FOR A TIME, A DRUID, PERHAPS." DRUID HOUSES, LIKE THOSE OF ST. KILDA, BORERA ISLE, &C., HAVE BECOME IN MORE MODERN DAYS ORATORIES OF CHRISTIAN HERMITS. THEY ARE ARCHED, CONICAL, STONE STRUCTURES, WITH A HOLE AT THE TOP FOR SMOKE ESCAPE. TOLAND CALLS THEM "LITTLE ARCH'D, ROUND, STONE BUILDINGS, CAPABLE ONLY OF HOLDING ONE PERSON." THEY WERE KNOWN AS TIGHTHE NAN DRUIDHNEACH. THERE IS GENERALLY IN MANY NO CEMENT. THE SO-CALLED ORATORY OF ST. KEVIN, 23 FT. BY 10 AND 16 HIGH, HAS ITS DOOR TO THE WEST. THE WRITER WAS SUPPORTED BY THE GUIDE AT GLENDALOUGH, IN THE OPINION OF THE GREAT ANTIQUITY OF ST. KEVIN'S KITCHEN. THE HOUSE AT DUNDALK IS STILL A PLACE OF PILGRIMAGE. THE ONE AT GALLERUS, KERRY, HAS A SEMI-CIRCULAR WINDOW. OF THESE ORATORIES, SO CALLED, WISE OBSERVES, "THEY WERE NOT CHRISTIAN, BUT WERE ERECTED IN CONNECTION WITH THIS EARLY, LET US CALL IT, CELTIC RELIGION. IF THEY HAD BEEN CHRISTIAN, THEY WOULD HAVE HAD AN ALTAR AND OTHER CHRISTIAN EMBLEMS, OF WHICH, HOWEVER, THEY SHOW NO TRACE. IF THEY HAD BEEN CHRISTIAN, THEY WOULD HAVE STOOD EAST AND WEST, AND HAVE HAD OPENINGS IN THOSE DIRECTIONS. THE WALLS ALWAYS CONVERGED AS THEY ROSE IN HEIGHT." IRISH DRUIDS LIVED BEFORE THE ADVENT OF SOCIALISM. THEY APPEAR TO HAVE HAD THE ADJUDICATION OF THE LAW, BUT, AS ECCLESIASTICS, THEY DELIVERED THE OFFENDERS TO THE SECULAR ARM FOR PUNISHMENT. THEIR HOLY HANDS WERE NOT TO BE DEFILED WITH BLOOD. THE LAW, KNOWN AS THE BREHON LAW, THEN ADMINISTERED, WAS NOT SOCIALISTIC. IRISH LAW WAS BY NO MEANS DEMOCRATIC, AND WAS, FOR THAT REASON, EVER PREFERRED TO ENGLISH LAW BY THE NORMAN AND ENGLISH CHIEFTAINS GOING TO IRELAND. THE OLD CONTESTS BETWEEN THE IRISH AND THE CROWN LAY BETWEEN THOSE GENTLEMEN-RULERS AND THEIR NOMINAL SOVEREIGN. SO, IN ANCIENT TIMES, THE DRUIDS SUPPORTED THAT LAW WHICH FAVORED THE RICH AT THE EXPENSE OF THE POOR. THEY WERE NOT SOCIALISTS. THEY WERE, HOWEVER, WHAT WE SHOULD CALL SPIRITUALISTS, THOUGH THAT TERM MAY NOW EMBRACE PEOPLE OF VARIED TYPES. THEY COULD DO NO LESS WONDERFUL THINGS THAN THOSE CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN DONE BY MAHATMAS OR MODERN MEDIUMS. THEY COULD SEE GHOSTS, IF NOT RAISE THEM. THEY COULD LISTEN TO THEM, AND TALK WITH THEM; THOUGH UNABLE TO TAKE PHOTOS OF SPIRITS, OR UTILIZE THEM FOR COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. IT WOULD BE INTERESTING TO KNOW IF THESE SEERS OF IRELAND REGARDED THE GHOSTS WITH AN IMAGINATIVE OR A SCIENTIFIC EYE. COULD THEY HAVE INVESTIGATED THE PHENOMENA, WITH A VIEW TO GAIN A SOLUTION OF THE MYSTERIES AROUND THEM? IT IS AS EASY TO CALL A DRUID A DECEIVER, AS A POLITICIAN A TRAITOR, A SCIENTIST A CHARLATAN, A SAINT A HYPOCRITE. AS THE EARLY DAYS OF IRISH CHRISTIANITY WERE BY NO MEANS EITHER CULTURED OR PHILOSOPHICAL, AND ALMOST ALL OUR KNOWLEDGE OF DRUIDS COMES FROM MEN WHO ACCEPTED WHAT WOULD NOW ONLY EXCITE OUR DERISION OR PITY, PARTICULARLY INDULGING THE MIRACULOUS, WE ARE NOT LIKELY TO KNOW TO WHAT CLASS OF MODERN SPIRITUALISTS WE CAN ASSIGN THE DRUIDS OF ERIN. OUR SOURCES OF KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING THE DRUIDS ARE FROM TRADITION AND RECORDS. THE FIRST IS DIM, UNRELIABLE, AND CAPABLE OF VARIED INTERPRETATION. OF THE LAST, FROUDE RIGHTLY REMARKS--"CONFUSED AND MARVELOUS STORIES COME DOWN TO US FROM THE EARLY PERIODS OF WHAT IS CALLED HISTORY, BUT WE LOOK FOR THE EXPLANATION OF THEM IN THE MIND OR IMAGINATION OF IGNORANT PERSONS.--THE EARLY RECORDS OF ALL NATIONS ARE FULL OF PORTENTS AND MARVELS; BUT WE NO LONGER BELIEVE THOSE PORTENTS TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN ACTUAL FACT.--LEGENDS GREW AS NURSERY TALES GROW NOW." THERE IS YET ANOTHER SOURCE OF INFORMATION--THE PRESERVATION OF ANCIENT SYMBOLS, BY THE CHURCH AND BY FREEMASONS. THE SCHOLAR IS WELL ASSURED THAT BOTH THESE PARTIES, THUS RETAINING THE INSIGNIA OF THE PAST, ARE UTTERLY IGNORANT OF THE ORIGINAL MEANING, OR ATTACH A SIGNIFICANCE OF THEIR OWN INVENTION. JUDGING FROM IRISH LITERATURE--MOST OF WHICH MAY DATE FROM THE TWELFTH CENTURY, THOUGH ASSUMING TO BE THE EIGHTH, OR EVEN FIFTH--THE DRUIDS WERE, LIKE THE TUATHA, NOTHING BETTER THAN SPIRITUALISTIC CONJURERS, DEALERS WITH BAD SPIRITS, AND ALWAYS OPPOSING THE GOSPEL. WE NEED BE CAREFUL OF SUCH REPORTS, ORIGINATING, AS THEY DID, IN THE MOST SUPERSTITIOUS ERA OF EUROPE, AND REFLECTING THE IDEAS OF THE PERIOD. IT WAS EASY TO CREDIT DRUIDS AND TUATHS WITH MIRACULOUS POWERS, WHEN THE LIVES OF IRISH SAINTS ABOUNDED WITH NARRATIVES OF THE MOST CHILDISH WONDERS, AND THE MOST NEEDLESS AND SENSELESS DISPLAY OF THE MIRACULOUS. THE DESTRUCTION OF DRUIDS THROUGH THE INVOCATION OF HEAVEN BY THE SAINTS, THOUGH NOMINALLY IN JUDGMENT FOR A LEAGUE WITH EVIL SPIRITS, WAS NOT ON A MUCH HIGHER PLANE THAN THE POWERS FOR MISCHIEF EXERCISED BY THE MAGICIANS. SUCH TALES FITTINGLY REPRESENTED A PERIOD, WHEN DEMONIACAL POSSESSION ACCOUNTED FOR DISEASES OR VAGARIES OF HUMAN ACTION, AND WHEN FAITH IN OUR HEAVENLY FATHER WAS WEIGHED DOWN BY THE CRUEL OPPRESSION OF WITCHCRAFT. STILL, IN THE MANY CREDULOUS AND INVENTIVE STORIES OF THE MIDDLE AGES, MAY THERE NOT BE READ, BETWEEN THE LINES, SOMETHING WHICH THROWS LIGHT UPON THE DRUIDS? TRADITIONAL LORE WAS IN THAT WAY PERPETUATED. POPULAR NOTIONS WERE EXPRESSED IN THE HAZE OF WORDS. LINGERING SUPERSTITIONS WERE PRESERVED UNDER THE SHIELD OF ANOTHER FAITH. THEN, AGAIN, ADMITTING THE COMMON PRACTICE OF RIVAL CONTROVERSIALISTS DESTROYING EACH OTHER'S MANUSCRIPTS, WOULD NOT SOME BE COPIED, WITH SUCH GLOSSES AS WOULD SHOW THE ABSURDITIES OF THE FORMER CREEDS, OR AS WARNINGS TO CONVERTS AGAINST THE REVIVAL OF ERROR? MOREOVER,--AS THE PHILOSOPHERS, IN EARLY CHRISTIAN DAYS OF THE EAST, MANAGED TO IMPORT INTO THE PLAIN AND SIMPLE TEACHING OF JESUS A MASS OF THEIR OWN SYMBOLISM, AND THE ESOTERIC LEARNING OF HEATHENISM,--WAS IT UNLIKELY THAT A BODY OF DRUIDS, HAVING SECRETS OF THEIR OWN, SHOULD, UPON THEIR REAL OR ASSUMED RECEPTION OF CHRISTIANITY, IMPORT SOME OF THEIR OWN OPINIONS AND PRACTICES, ADAPTED TO THE PROMULGATION OF THE NEWER FAITH? NO ONE CAN DOUBT THAT THE DRUIDS, TO RETAIN THEIR INFLUENCE IN THE TRIBE, WOULD BE AMONG THE FIRST AND MOST INFLUENTIAL OF CONVERTS; AND HISTORY CONFIRMS THAT FACT. AS THE MORE INTELLIGENT, AND REVERENCED FROM HABIT, WITH SKILL IN DIVINATION AND HERALDIC LORE, THEY WOULD COMMAND THE RESPECT OF CHIEFS, WHILE THEIR TRAINING AS ORATORS OR RECITERS WOULD BE EASILY UTILIZED BY THE STRANGER PRIESTS IN THE SERVICE OF THE CHURCH. BUT IF, AS IS LIKELY, THE TRANSITION FROM DRUIDISM TO CHRISTIANITY WAS GRADUAL, POSSIBLY THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF CULDEEISM, THE INTRUSION OF PAGAN IDEAS IN THE EARLY RELIGIOUS LITERATURE CAN BE MORE READILY COMPREHENDED. AS SO MUCH OF OLD PAGANISM WAS MIXED UP IN THE PATRISTIC WORKS OF ORIENTAL CHRISTENDOM, IT CANNOT SURPRISE ONE THAT A SIMILAR EXHIBITION OF THE ANCIENT HEATHENISM SHOULD BE OBSERVED IN THE WEST. O'BRIEN, IN ROUND TOWERS, WRITES--"THE CHURCH FESTIVALS THEMSELVES IN OUR CHRISTIAN CALENDAR ARE BUT THE DIRECT TRANSFERS FROM THE TUATH DE DANAAN RITUAL. THEIR VERY NAMES IN IRISH ARE IDENTICALLY THE SAME AS THOSE BY WHICH THEY WERE DISTINGUISHED BY THAT EARLIER RACE." GOMME SAID, "DRUIDISM MUST BE IDENTIFIED AS A NON-ARYAN CULT." ELSEWHERE REFERENCE IS MADE TO THE CULDEES. THEY WERE CERTAINLY MORE PRONOUNCED IN IRELAND, AND THE PART OF SCOTLAND CONTIGUOUS TO IRELAND, THAN IN EITHER ENGLAND OR WALES. IRELAND DIFFERS FROM ITS NEIGHBORS IN THE NUMBER OF ALLUSIONS TO DRUIDS IN NATIONAL STORIES. TRADITION IS MUCH STRONGER IN IRELAND THAN IN WALES, AND OFTEN RELATES TO DRUIDS. ON THE OTHER HAND, IT DIFFERS FROM THAT OF ITS NEIGHBORS IN THE ABSENCE OF ALLUSIONS TO KING ARTHUR, THE HERO OF ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, WALES, AND BRITTANY. ROME, TOO, WAS STRONGLY REPRESENTED IN BRITAIN, NORTH AND SOUTH, BUT NOT IN IRELAND. IT IS NOT A LITTLE REMARKABLE THAT IRISH DRUIDS SHOULD SEEM IGNORANT ALIKE OF ROUND TOWERS AND STONE CIRCLES, WHILE SO MUCH SHOULD HAVE BEEN WRITTEN AND BELIEVED CONCERNING DRUIDISM AS ASSOCIATED WITH CIRCLES AND CROMLECHS, IN BRITAIN AND BRITTANY. MODERN DRUIDISM, WHETHER OF CHRISTIAN OR HEATHEN COLOR, CLAIMS CONNECTION WITH STONEHENGE, ABURY, AND THE STONES OF BRITTANY. WHY SHOULD NOT THE SAME CLAIM BE MADE FOR IRISH DRUIDS, EARLIER AND BETTER KNOWN THAN THOSE OF WALES? AS MEGALITHIC REMAINS, IN THE SHAPE OF GRAVES AND CIRCLES, ARE FOUND ALL OVER EUROPE, ASIA, AND NORTHERN AFRICA, WHY WERE DRUIDS WITHOUT ASSOCIATION WITH THESE, FROM JAPAN TO GIBRALTAR, AND CONFINED TO THE MONUMENTS OF BRITAIN? WHY, ALSO, IN OSSIAN, ARE THE STONES OF POWER REFERRED TO THE NORSEMEN ONLY? IN THE IRISH EPIC, THE CARRYING OFF OF THE BULL OF CUÂLNGE, THE DRUID CATHBAD IS GIVEN A CERTAIN HONORABLE PRECEDENCE BEFORE THE SOVEREIGN. THAT THE DRUIDS EXERCISED THE HEALING ART IS CERTAIN. JUBAINVILLE REFERS TO A MS. IN THE LIBRARY OF ST. GALL, DATING FROM THE END OF THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY, WHICH HAS ON THE BACK OF IT SOME INCANTATIONS WRITTEN BY IRISH SEERS OF THE EIGHTH OR NINTH CENTURY. IN ONE OF THEM ARE THESE WORDS--"I ADMIRE THE REMEDY WHICH DIAN-CECHT LEFT," THOUGH A MYSTERIOUS HALO HANGS ABOUT THE IRISH DRUIDS, THOUGH THEY MAY HAVE BEEN LONG AFTER THE SERPENT-WORSHIPPERS, AND EVEN LATER THAN THE ROUND TOWER BUILDERS, TRADITION CONFIDENTLY ASSERTS THEIR EXISTENCE IN THE ISLAND, BUT, DOUBTLESS, CREDITS THEM WITH POWERS BEYOND THOSE EVER EXERCISED. THE LOVE FOR A ROMANTIC PAST IS NOT, HOWEVER, CONFINED TO IRELAND, AND A LIVELY, IMAGINATION WILL OFTEN CLOSE THE EAR TO REASON IN A CULTURED AND PHILOSOPHICAL AGE.
ST. PATRICK AND THE DRUIDS.
LET US SEE WHAT THE BIOGRAPHERS OF ST. PATRICK HAVE TO RELATE ABOUT THE DRUIDS. A WORK PUBLISHED AT ST. OMER, IN 1625, BY JOHN HEIGHAM, HAS THIS STORY:--"ONE DAY AS THE SAINT SAYD MASSE IN THE SAYD CHURCH, A SACRILEGIOUS MAGITIAN, THE CHILD OF PERDITION, STOOD WITHOUT, AND WITH A RODD PUT IN AT THE WINDOW, CAST DOWN THE CHALICE, AND SHED THE HOLY SACRAMENT, BUT GOD WITHOUT DELAY SEVERELY PUNISHED SO WICKED A SACRILEGE, FOR THE EARTH OPENING HIS MOUTH AFTER A MOST STRANGE MANNER DEVOURED THE MAGITIAN, WHO DESCENDED ALIVE DOWNE TO HELL." AGAIN:--"A CERTAIN MAGITIAN THAT WAS IN HIGH FAVOR WITH THE KING, AND WHOME THE KING HONOURED AS A GOD OPPOSED HIMSELF AGAINST S. PATRICKE, EVEN IN THE SAME KIN THAT SIMON MAGUS RESISTED THE APOSTLE S. PETER; THE MISERABLE WRETCH BEING ELEVATED IN THE AYRE BY THE MINISTERY OF DEVILS, THE KING AND THE PEOPLE LOOKED AFTER HIM AS IF HE WERE TO SCALE THE HEAVENS, BUT THE GLORIOUS SAINT, WITH THE FORCE OF HIS FERVENT PRAYERS, CAST HIM DOWNE UNTO THE GROUND WHERE DASHING HIS HEAD AGAINST A HARD FLINT, HE RÊDRED UP HIS WICKED SOULE AS A PRAY TO THE INFERNNALL FIENDES." THE TRIPTARTITE LIFE OF ST. PATRICK RELATES: "LAEGHAIRE MACNEILL POSSESSED DRUIDS AND ENCHANTERS, WHO USED TO FORETELL THROUGH THEIR DRUIDISM AND THROUGH THEIR PAGANISM WHAT WAS IN THE FUTURE FOR THEM." COMING TO CERTAIN TOWN, THE SAINT, ACCORDING TO HISTORY, "FOUND DRUIDS AT THAT PLACE WHO DENIED THE VIRGINITY OF MARY. PATRICK BLESSED THE GROUND, AND IT SWALLOWED UP THE DRUIDS." THE BOOK OF 1625 IS THE AUTHORITY FOR ANOTHER STORY: "TWO MAGITIANS WITH THEIR MAGICALL CHARMES OVERCAST ALL THE REGION WITH A HORRIBLE DARKNESS FOR THE SPACE OF THREE DAYES, HOPING BY THAT MEANES TO DEBAR HIS (PATRICK'S ENTERANCE INTO THE COUNTRY." AGAIN:--"NINE MAGITIANS CONSPIRED THE SAINT'S DEATH, AND TO HAVE THE MORE FREE ACCESSE TO HIM, THEY COUNTERFEITED THĒSELVES TO BE MONKS PUTTING ON RELIGIOUS WEEDS; THE SAINT, BY DIVINE INFORMATION, KNEW THĒ TO BE WOLVES WRAPED IN SHEEPS CLOATHING; MAKING, THEREFORE, THE SIGNE OF THE CROSSE AGAINST THE CHILDRĒ OF SATAN, BEHOULD FIRE DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN AND CONSUMED THEM ALL NINE." HE IS ALSO REPORTED TO HAY CAUSED THE DEATH OF 12,000 IDOLATERS AT TARA. ST. PATRICK CONTENDED WITH THE DRUIDS BEFORE KING LAEGHAIRE AT TARA. ONE, LOCHRA, HARDENED THE KING'S HEART AGAINST THE PREACHING; SO "THE SAINT PRAYED THAT HE MIGHT BE LIFTED OUT AND DIE, EVEN AS ST. PETER HAD OBTAINED THE DEATH OF SIMON MAGUS. IN AN INSTANT LOCHRA WAS RAISED UP IN THE AIR, AND DIED, FALLING ON A STONE." THIS LOCHRA HAD, IT IS SAID, PREVIOUSLY FORETOLD THE SAINT'S VISIT: "A TAILCENN (BALDHEAD) WILL COME OVER THE RAGING SEA, WITH HIS PERFORATED GARMENTS, HIS CROOK-HEADED STAFF, WITH HIS TABLE (ALTAR) AT THE EAST END OF HIS HOUSE, AND ALL THE PEOPLE WILL ANSWER--'AMEN! AMEN!" THE AUTHORESS OF IRELAND, THE UR OF THE CHALDEES, VENTURED TO WRITE: "WHEN THE APOSTLE OF IRELAND WENT THERE, THE PEOPLE BELIEVED HIM, FOR HE TAUGHT NO NEW DOCTRINE." SHE THOUGHT DRUIDISM NOT VERY UNLIKE CHRISTIANITY. DR. O'DONOVAN, UPON THE FOUR MASTERS, OBSERVES:--"NOTHING IS CLEARER THAN THAT PATRICK ENGRAFTED CHRISTIANITY ON THE PAGAN SUPERSTITIONS WITH SO MUCH SKILL THAT HE WON THE PEOPLE OVER TO THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION BEFORE THEY UNDERSTOOD THE EXACT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO SYSTEMS OF BELIEFS; AND MUCH OF THIS HALF PAGAN, HALF CHRISTIAN RELIGION WILL BE FOUND, NOT ONLY IN THE IRISH STORIES OF THE MIDDLE AGES, BUT IN THE SUPERSTITIONS OF THE PEASANTRY OF THE PRESENT DAY." TODD SEES THAT WORLDLY WISDOM IN "DEDICATING TO A SAINT THE PILLAR-STONE, OR SACRED FOUNTAIN." IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO DISCUSS THE QUESTION AS TO THE INDIVIDUAL SAINT HIMSELF, AROUND WHICH SO MUCH CONTROVERSY HAS RAGED. THEY WHO READ THEOLOGY BETWEEN THE LINES OF OLD IRISH HISTORY MAY BE INDUCED TO DOUBT WHETHER SUCH A PERSON EVER EXISTED, OR IF HE WERE BUT A DRUID HIMSELF, SUCH BEING THE OBSCURITY OF OLD LITERATURE. ST. BRIDGET'S EARLY CAREER WAS ASSOCIATED WITH THE DRUIDS. A MIRACLE SHE WROUGHT IN THE PRODUCTION OF BUTTER CAUSED HER DRUIDICAL MASTER TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN. COLGAN CONTENDED THAT ST. PATRICK, BY "CONTINUALLY WARRING WITH DRUIDS, EXPOSED HIS BODY TO A THOUSAND KINDS OF DEATHS." IN THE GUARDSMAN'S CRY OF ST. PATRIC, WHICH DECLARES "PATRIC MADE THIS HYMN," WE ARE INFORMED THAT IT WAS "AGAINST INCANTATIONS OF FALSE PROPHETS, AGAINST BLACK LAWS OF HERETICIANS, AGAINST SURROUNDINGS OF IDOLISM, AGAINST SPELLS OF WOMEN, AND OF SMITHS, AND OF DRUIDS." THE ANNALS OF THE KINGDOM OF IRELAND BY THE FOUR MASTERS MENTIONS A NUMBER OF STORIES RELATIVE TO IRISH DRUIDS, THEN BELIEVED TO HAVE ONCE RULED ERIN. ST. PATRICK WAS A YOUTHFUL SLAVE TO MILCHO, A DRUIDICAL PRIEST. GRADWELL'S SUCCAT, THEREFORE, SAYS, "HE MUST OFTEN HAVE PRACTICED HEATHENISH RITES IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS HOUSEHOLD, AND THUS EXCITED THE HORROR OF HIS CHRISTIAN SLAVE." SCOTO-IRISH DRUIDS. ST. COLUMBA, THE CULDEE, WAS MUCH THE SAME AS ST. PATRICK IN HIS MISSION WORK, AND HIS CONTESTS WITH DRUIDS. HE CHANGED WATER INTO WINE, STILLED A STORM, PURIFIED WELLS, BROUGHT DOWN RAIN, CHANGED WINDS, DROVE THE DEVIL OUT OF A MILK-PAIL, AND RAISED THE DEAD TO LIFE. ALL THAT TRADITION ACKNOWLEDGED AS MIRACULOUS IN THE DRUIDS WAS ATTRIBUTED EQUALLY TO COLUMBA AS TO PATRICK. ADAMNAN OF IONA TELLS SOME STRANGE STORIES OF HIS MASTER. ONE TALE, CONCERNS BROCHAN THE DRUID. "ON A CERTAIN DAY, BROCHAN, WHILE CONVERSING WITH THE SAINT, SAID TO HIM, 'TELL ME, COLUMBA, WHEN DO YOU PROPOSE TO SET SAIL?' TO WHICH THE SAINT REPLIED, 'I INTEND TO BEGIN MY VOYAGE AFTER THREE DAYS, IF GOD PERMITS ME, AND PRESERVES MY LIFE.' BROCHAN THEN SAID, 'YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE, FOR I WILL MAKE THE WINDS UNFAVORABLE TO YOUR VOYAGE, AND I WILL CREATE A GREAT DARKNESS OVER THE SEA."' THE WIND ROSE, AND THE DARKNESS CAME. BUT THE SAINT PUT OFF, AND "THE VESSEL RAN AGAINST THE WIND WITH EXTRAORDINARY SPEED, TO THE WONDER OF THE LARGE CROWD." THE SAINT WANTED THE DRUID TO RELEASE AN IRISH FEMALE CAPTIVE, WHICH HE DECLINED TO DO. BUT, SAYS ADAMNAN, "AN ANGEL SENT FROM HEAVEN, STRIKING HIM SEVERELY, HAS BROKEN IN PIECES THE GLASS CUP WHICH HE HELD IN HIS HAND, AND FROM WHICH HE WAS IN THE ACT OF DRINKING, AND HE HIMSELF IS LEFT HALF DEAD." THEN HE CONSENTED TO FREE THE IRISH GIRL, AND COLUMBA CURED HIM OF THE WOUND. 
OPINIONS ON IRISH DRUIDS.
LEFLOCQ WROTE HIS ÉTUDES DE MYTHOLOGIE CELTIQUE IN 1869, OBSERVING, "SOME REPRESENTED THE DRUIDS AS THE SUCCESSORS OF THE HEBREW PATRIARCHS, THE MASTERS OF GREEK PHILOSOPHY, THE FORERUNNERS OF CHRISTIAN TEACHING. THEY HAVE CREDITED THEM WITH THE HONORS OF A RELIGIOUS SYSTEM FOUNDED UPON PRIMITIVE MONOTHEISM, AND CROWNED BY A SPIRITUALISM MORE ELEVATED THAN THAT OF PLATO AND ST. AUGUSTINE." ONE MIGHT PERCEIVE LITTLE OF THIS IN IRISH TALES, LIKE THE PRECEDING. LEFLOCQ IS JUSTIFIED IN ADDING, "ONE WILL BE AT FIRST CONFOUNDED BY THE EXTREME DISPROPORTION WHICH EXISTS BETWEEN THE RARE DOCUMENTS LEFT BY THE PAST, AND THE LARGE DEVELOPMENTS PRESENTED BY MODERN HISTORIANS." PLINY SPEAKS THUS OF THE DRUIDS, "A MAN WOULD THINK THE PERSIANS LEARNED ALL THEIR MAGIC FROM THEM;" AND POMPONIUS MELA AFFIRMED, "THEY PROFESS TO HAVE GREAT KNOWLEDGE OF THE MOTIONS OF THE HEAVENS AND THE STARS." OTHERS WRITE IN THE SAME STRAIN. WHO, THEN, WERE THE DRUIDS OF GREEKS AND ROMANS? WHY DID CÆSAR RECOGNIZE SUCH AS LIVING IN GAUL? WHY DID JAMBLICHUS MAKE PYTHAGORAS A DISCIPLE OF GAULISH PRIESTS? WHY DID ST. CLEMENT SAY THE DRUIDS HAD A RELIGION OF PHILOSOPHY; AND ST. CYRIL, THAT THEY HELD BUT ONE GOD? WHY SHOULD ORIGEN, LIKE THE FOE OF EARLY CHRISTIANITY, CELSUS, BELIEVE THAT THE DRUIDS OF GAUL HAD THE SAME DOCTRINES AS THE JEWS? HIMERIUS SPEAKS OF ABARIS, THE SAGE, FROM SCYTHIA, BUT WELL ACQUAINTED WITH GREEK, WITH THIS DESCRIPTION: "ABARIS CAME TO ATHENS, HOLDING A BOW, HAVING A QUIVER HANGING FROM HIS SHOULDERS, HIS BODY WRAPT UP IN A PLAID, AND WEARING TROUSERS REACHING FROM THE SOLES OF HIS FEET TO HIS WAIST." CICERO KNEW DIVITIACUS, WHO PROFESSED THE KNOWLEDGE OF NATURE'S SECRETS, THOUGH REGARDED AS A HYPERBOREAN. COULD THESE HAVE BEEN THE SCYTHIANS FROM TARTARY, THE DESCENDANTS OF THE WISE MEN WHO GAVE THEIR RELIGION AND THE ARROW-HEADED LETTERS TO ASSYRIAN-SEMITIC CONQUERORS, WHO HAD COME DOWN AS TURANIAN ROAMERS TO THE PLAINS OF BABYLON, AND WHOSE CHALDÆAN FAITH SPREAD EVEN TO EGYPT AND EUROPE? IT WOULD SEEM MORE PROBABLE--WITH RESPECTFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE LEARNED MORIEN, WHO MAKES WALES THE TEACHER OF THE WORLD--THAT WISDOM SHOULD EMANATE FROM A PEOPLE CULTURED LONG BEFORE ABRAHAMIC DAYS, THOUGH SUBSEQUENTLY REGARDED AS RUDE SHEPHERD SCYTHIANS, THAN PROCEED FROM A WESTERN LAND PRESERVING NO MONUMENTS OF LEARNING. THEN, THE DRESS, THE STAFF, THE EGG, AND OTHER THINGS ASSOCIATED WITH DRUIDS, HAD THEIR COUNTERPART IN THE EAST, FROM, PERHAPS, FIVE THOUSAND YEARS BEFORE OUR CHRISTIAN ERA. AS TO SO-CALLED DRUIDICAL MONUMENTS, NO ARGUMENT CAN BE DRAWN THENCE, AS TO THE PRIMARY SEAT OF THIS MYSTICISM, SINCE THEY ARE TO BE SEEN NEARLY ALL OVER THE WORLD. AN INSTANCE OF THE ABSURD IDEAS PREVALENT AMONG THE ANCIENTS RESPECTING DRUIDS IS GIVEN IN DION CHRYSOSTOM: "FOR, WITHOUT THE DRUIDS, THE KINGS MAY NEITHER DO NOR CONSULT ANYTHING; SO THAT IN REALITY THEY ARE THE DRUIDS WHO REIGN, WHILE THE KINGS, THOUGH THEY SIT ON GOLDEN THRONES, DWELL IN SPACIOUS PALACES, AND FEED ON COSTLY DISHES, ARE ONLY THEIR MINISTERS." FANCY THIS RELATING TO EITHER RUDE IRISH OR WELSH. TOLAND MAKES OUT THAT LUCAN SPOKE TO ONE; BUT LUCAN SAID IT NOT. THE EDINBURGH REVIEW OF 1863 MAY WELL COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT "THE PLACE THEY REALLY FILL IN HISTORY IS INDEFINITE AND OBSCURE." MADAME BLAVATSKY HAS HER WAY OF LOOKING AT THEM. THEY WERE "THE DESCENDANTS OF THE LAST ATLANTEANS, AND WHAT IS KNOWN OF THEM IS SUFFICIENT TO ALLOW THE INFERENCE THAT THEY WERE EASTERN PRIESTS AKIN TO THE CHALDÆANS AND INDIANS." SHE TAKES, THEREFORE, AN OPPOSITE VIEW TO THAT HELD BY MORIEN. SHE BEHELD THEIR GOD IN THE GREAT SERPENT, AND THEIR FAITH IN A SUCCESSION OF WORLDS. THEIR LIKENESS TO THE PERSIAN CREED IS NOTICED THUS: "THE DRUIDS UNDERSTOOD THE MORNING OF THE SUN IN TAURUS; THEREFORE, WHILE ALL THE FIRES WERE EXTINGUISHED ON THE FIRST OF NOVEMBER, THEIR SACRED AND INEXTINGUISHABLE FIRES ALONE REMAINED TO ILLUMINE THE HORIZON, LIKE THOSE OF THE MAGI AND THE MODERN ZOROASTRIANS." POPPO, A DUTCHMAN OF THE EIGHTH CENTURY, WROTE DE OFFICIIS DRUIDUM; AND OCCO, STYLED THE LAST OF THE FRISIAN DRUIDS, WAS THE AUTHOR OF A SIMILAR WORK. WORTH, IN 1620, AND FRICKIUS OF 1744 WERE ENGAGED ON THE SAME SUBJECT. IT IS CURIOUS TO NOTICE ST. COLUMBA ADDRESSING GOD AS "MY DRUID," AND ELSEWHERE SAYING, "MY DRUID IS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD." THE VATES WERE AN ORDER KNOWN IN IRISH AS FAIDH. SOME DERIVE DRUID FROM DRUTHIN, THE OLD GERMAN FOR GOD. THE WORD DRUITH IS APPLIED TO A DRUIDESS. WHILE MANY TREAT THE DRUIDS AS RELIGIOUS, O'CURRY ASSERTS, "THERE IS NO GROUND WHATEVER FOR BELIEVING THE DRUIDS TO HAVE BEEN THE PRIESTS OF ANY SPECIAL POSITIVE WORSHIP." THEN VALLENCEY DECLARES THAT "DRUIDISM WAS NOT THE ESTABLISHED RELIGION OF THE PAGAN IRISH, BUT BUDDHISM." YET LAKE KILLARNEY WAS FORMERLY LOCK LENE, THE LAKE OF LEARNING. THE MYSTICAL, BUT ACCOMPLISHED, MASSEY TELL US, "AN IRISH NAME FOR DRUIDISM IS MAITHIS, AND THAT INCLUDES THE EGYPTIAN DUAL THOTH CALLED MATI, WHICH, APPLIED TO TIME, IS THE TERIN OR TWO TIMES AT THE BASE OF ALL RECKONING"--"LIKELY THAT THE DRUIDIC NAME IS A MODIFIED FORM OF TRU-HUT."--"IN EGYPT TERUT SIGNIFIES THE TWO TIMES AND BEFORE, SO THE DRUIDIC SCIENCE INCLUDED THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TIMES BEFOREHAND, THE COMING TIMES." TOLAND, ONE OF THE EARLIEST AND MOST PHILOSOPHICAL IRISH WRITERS ON THIS SUBJECT, THUS SPOKE OF THEM IN HIS HISTORY OF THE DRUIDS--"WHO WERE SO PREVALENT IN IRELAND, THAT TO THIS HOUR THEIR ORDINARY WORD FOR MAGICIAN IS DRUID (DRAI), THE ART MAGIC IS CALLED DRUIDITY (DRUIDHEACHT), AND THE WAND, WHICH WAS ONE OF THE BADGES OF THE PROFESSION, THE ROD OF DRUIDISM (SLATNAN DRUIDHEACHT)." WINDELE, IN KILKENNY RECORDS, EXPRESSED THIS VIEW: "DRUIDISM WAS AN ARTFULLY CONTRIVED SYSTEM OF ELABORATE FRAUD AND IMPOSTURE. TO THEM WAS ENTRUSTED THE CHARGE OF RELIGION, JURISPRUDENCE, AND MEDICINE. THEY CERTAINLY WELL STUDIED THE BOOK OF NATURE, WERE ACQUAINTED WITH THE MARVELS OF NATURAL MAGIC, THE PROPORTIONS OF PLANTS AND HERBS, AND WHAT OF ASTRONOMY WAS THEN KNOWN; THEY MAY EVEN HAVE BEEN SKILLED IN MESMERISM AND BIOLOGY." HE THOUGHT THAT TO THE DRUID "EXCLUSIVELY WERE KNOWN ALL THE OCCULT VIRTUES OF THE WHOLE MATERIA MEDICA, AND TO HIM BELONGED THE CAREFULLY ELABORATED MACHINERY OF ORACLES, OMENS, AUGURIES, AËROMANCY, FASCINATIONS, EXORCISMS, DREAM INTERPRETATIONS AND VISIONS, ASTROLOGY, PALMISTRY" AS THIS MAY DEMAND TOO MUCH FROM OUR FAITH, WE MAY REMEMBER, AS CANON BOURKE SAYS, THAT "THE YOUTH OF THESE COUNTRIES HAVE BEEN TAUGHT TO REGARD THE PAGAN DRUIDS AS EDUCATED SAVAGES, WHEREAS THEY HAD THE SAME OPPORTUNITY OF ACQUIRING KNOWLEDGE, AND HAD REALLY POSSESSED AS MUCH AS THE PAGANS OF THE PELOPONNESUS." WE SHOULD FURTHER BEAR IN MIND THE ASSURANCE OF THE IRISH HISTORIAN, O'CURRY, THAT "THERE ARE VAST NUMBERS OF ALLUSIONS TO THE DRUIDS, AND OF SPECIFIC INSTANCES OF THE EXERCISE OF THEIR VOCATION-BE IT MAGICAL, RELIGIOUS, PHILOSOPHICAL, OR EDUCATIONAL--TO BE FOUND IN OUR OLD MSS." HAS NOT MUCH MISAPPREHENSION BEEN CAUSED, BY AUTHORS CONCLUDING THAT ALL VARIETIES OF RELIGION IN IRELAND PROCEEDED FROM A CLASS OF MEN WHO, WHILE POPULARLY CALLED DRUIDS, MAY NOT HAVE BEEN CONNECTED WITH THEM? WE KNOW VERY FAR MORE ABOUT THESE VARIETIES OF FAITH IN IRELAND, BEFORE CHRISTIANITY, THAN WE DO ABOUT ANY DESCRIPTION OF RELIGION IN WALES; AND YET THE DRUIDISM OF ONE COUNTRY IS REPORTED AS SO DIFFERENT FROM THAT IN THE OTHER IMMEDIATELY CONTIGUOUS. SUCH ARE THE DIFFICULTIES MEETING THE STUDENT OF HISTORY. THE IRISH DRUIDICAL RELIGION, LIKE THAT OF BRITAIN AND GAUL, HAS GIVEN RISE TO MUCH DISCUSSION, WHETHER IT BEGAN, AS SOME SAY, WHEN SUETONIUS DROVE DRUIDS FROM WALES, OR BEGAN IN IRELAND BEFORE KNOWN IN EITHER BRITAIN OR GAUL, DIRECT FROM THE EAST. "THE DRUIDICAL RELIGION," SAYS KENEALY IN THE BOOK OF GOD, "PREVAILED NOT ONLY IN BRITAIN, BUT LIKEWISE ALL OVER THE EAST." PICTET WRITES, "THERE EXISTED VERY ANCIENTLY IN IRELAND A PARTICULAR WORSHIP WHICH, BY THE NATURE OF ITS DOCTRINES, BY THE CHARACTER OF ITS SYMBOLS, BY THE NAMES EVEN OF ITS GODS, LIES NEAR TO THAT RELIGION OF THE CABIRS OF SAMOTHRACE, EMANATED PROBABLY FROM PHŒNICIA." MRS. SOPHIE BRYANT THINKS THAT "TO UNDERSTAND THE IRISH NON-CHRISTIAN TRADITION AND WORSHIP, WE SHOULD UNDERSTAND THE CORRESPONDING TRADITION AND WORSHIP, AND THEIR HISTORY, FOR ALL THE PEOPLES THAT ISSUED FROM THE SAME ARYAN HOME." LEDWICH IS CONTENT WITH SAYING, THAT "THE DRUIDS POSSESSED NO INTERNAL OR EXTERNAL DOCTRINE, EITHER VEILED BY SYMBOLS, OR CLOUDED IN ENIGMAS, OR ANY RELIGIOUS TENETS BUT THE CHARLATANERIE OF BARBARIAN PRIESTS AND THE GROSSEST GENTILE SUPERSTITION." WHILE PROFESSOR O'CURRY HAD "NO GROUND WHATEVER FOR BELIEVING THE DRUIDS TO HAVE BEEN THE PRIESTS OF ANY SPECIAL POSITIVE WORSHIP,"--AND VALLENCEY COULD SAY," FROM ALL I COULD COLLECT FROM IRISH DOCUMENTS, RELATIVE TO THE RELIGION OF THE HEATHEN IRISH, IT APPEARS THAT THE DRUIDICAL RELIGION NEVER MADE A PART OF IT,"--POPULAR OPINION HAS ALWAYS BEEN IN THE OTHER DIRECTION. YET VALLENCEY WOULD CREDIT DRUIDS WITH SOME RELIGION, WHEN HE MENTIONS THE DRUIDICAL ORACULAR STONE, IN IRISH LOGH-OUN, IN CORNISH LOGAN, "INTO WHICH THE DRUIDS PRETEND THAT THE LOGH, OR DIVINE AFFLUENCE, DESCENDED WHEN THEY CONSULTED IT." DR. RICHEY DEPRECIATES THE DRUID, WHEN WRITING OF THE EARLY IRISH MISSIONARIES: "THEY DID NOT ENCOUNTER ANY ARCHDRUID AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OR HEAD OF A NATIONAL RELIGION, THEY FOUND NO PRIESTHOOD OCCUPYING A DEFINITE POLITICAL POSITION WHICH THE MINISTERS OF THE NEW RELIGION COULD APPROPRIATE." THE WELSH ARCHDRUID MYFYR TOOK HIGHER GROUND, WHEN SAYING, "THIS GORSEDD HAS SURVIVED THE BARDIC CHAIRS OF GREECE AND ROME--IT HAS SURVIVED THE INSTITUTIONS OF EGYPT, CHALDÆA, AND PALESTINE." HE DECLARED, "DRUIDISM IS A RELIGIOUS SYSTEM OF POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY, TEACHING TRUTH AND REASON, PEACE AND JUSTICE." HE BELIEVED OF DRUIDS WHAT BURNOUF THOUGHT OF THE HINDOO RISHIS, THAT THEIR METAPHYSICS AND RELIGION "WERE FOUNDED ON A THOROUGH GRASP OF PHYSICAL FACTS." MORIEN, HIS FAVORITE DISCIPLE, BOLDLY AVOWS THAT DRUIDISM, LIKE FREEMASONRY, WAS A PHILOSOPHY, FOUNDED ON NATURAL LAW, AND NOT RELIGION IN THE ORDINARY SENSE OF THAT TERM. SO, L. MACLEAN REGARDED OSSIAN'S HEROES "FOR THE GREATER PART CABALISTIC, AND INDICATIVE OF THE SOLAR WORSHIP. PHION (FINGAL) BESPEAKS THE PHŒNICIAN; CUAL, THE SYRIAN OR DOG-STAR WORSHIPPER, OF WHICH CONCHULAIN WITH HIS CRIOS OR BELT IS BUT A VARIATION." IN SMITH'S DICTIONARY OF THE HOLY BIBLE, THE RELIGION OF THE PHŒNICIANS IS DESCRIBED IN THE WAY MORIEN HAS DONE THAT OF THE DRUIDS; "A PERSONIFICATION OF THE FORCES OF NATURE, WHICH, IN ITS MORE PHILOSOPHICAL SHADOWING FORTH OF THE SUPREME POWERS, MAY BE SAID TO HAVE REPRESENTED THE MALE AND FEMALE PRINCIPLES OF PRODUCTION." THE SABBATH--A BABYLONIAN WORD--WAS, IT IS SAID, KEPT ON THE 1ST, 8TH, 15TH, 22ND, 29TH OF MONTHS, AS WITH THE MAGI OF THE EAST. PHILO SAYS ALL NATIONS OF ANTIQUITY KEPT THE SEVENTH DAY HOLY. PORPHYRY MENTIONS THE SAME THING OF THE HEATHEN. PROFESSOR SAYCE FINDS IT WAS A DAY OF REST WITH ANCIENT ASSYRIANS, AS DR. SCHMIDT OF TEMPLE PAGAN WORSHIP. EUSEBIUS ASSERTED THAT ALMOST ALL PHILOSOPHERS ACKNOWLEDGED IT. THE ROMAN PONTIFFS REGULATED THE SABBATH, AND ROMAN SCHOOL-BOYS HAD THEN A HOLIDAY. THE PERSIAN WORD SHABET IS CLEARLY OF ASSYRIAN ORIGIN. THE AUTHORESS OF MAZZAROTH SAYS, "THE ASSYRIANS, BABYLONIANS, EGYPTIANS, CHINESE, AND THE NATIVES OF INDIA WERE ACQUAINTED WITH THE SEVEN DAYS DIVISION OF TIME, AS WERE THE DRUIDS." THE SUN, MOON, AND FIVE PLANETS WERE THE GUARDIANS OF THE DAYS.
IRISH BARDS.
THE BARDS PROPER OCCUPIED A HIGH POSITION IN IRELAND. THE OLLAMHS HAD COLLEGES AT CLOGHER, ARMAGH, LISMORE, AND TAMAR. ON THIS, WALKER'S HISTORICAL MEMOIRS, 1786, OBSERVES THAT "ALL THE EMINENT SCHOOLS, DELECTABLY SITUATED, WHICH WERE ESTABLISHED BY THE CHRISTIAN CLERGY IN THE FIFTH CENTURY, WERE ERECTED ON THE RUINS OF THOSE COLLEGES." THEY STUDIED FOR TWELVE YEARS TO GAIN THE BARRED CAP AND TITLE OF OLLAMH OR TEACHER. THEY WERE OLLAMHAIN RE-DAN, OR FILIDHE, POETS. THEY ACTED AS HERALDS, KNOWING THE GENEALOGY OF THEIR CHIEFS. WITH WHITE ROBE, HARP IN HAND, THEY ENCOURAGED WARRIORS IN BATTLE THEIR POWER OF SATIRE WAS DREADED; AND THEIR PRAISE, DESIRED. THERE IS A STORY OF THE ARD OLLAMH, OR ARCHDRUID, SENDING TO ITALY AFTER A BOOK OF SKINS, CONTAINING VARIOUS CHOSEN COMPOSITIONS, AS THE CUILMEUN, &C. AS HERALDS THEY WERE CALLED SEANACHIES. AS BARDS THEY SANG IN A HUNDRED DIFFERENT KINDS OF VERSE. ONE OLLAMH FODHLA WAS THE SOLON OF IRELAND; AMERGIN, THE SINGER, LIVED 500 B.C.; TORNA EGEAS, WAS LAST OF THE PAEAN BARDS. LONG AFTER, THEY WERE PATRIOTS OF THE TRIBES "WITH UNCOUTH HARPS, IN MANY-COLORED VEST, THEIR MATTED HAIR WITH BOUGHS FANTASTIC CROWNED" THE STATUTES OF KILKENNY (EDWARD III.) MADE IT PENAL TO ENTERTAIN ANY IRISH BARD; BUT MUNSTER BARDS CONTINUED TO HOLD THEIR ANNUAL SESSIONS TO THE EARLY PART OF LAST CENTURY. CAROLAN, THE OLD BLIND HARPER, CALLED LAST OF THE BARDS, DIED IN 1738. BARDS SANG IN THE HALL OF SHELLS: SHELLS BEING THEN THE CUPS. THERE WERE HEREDITARY BARDS, AS THE O'SHIELS, THE O'CANVANS, PAID TO SING THE DEEDS OF FAMILY HEROES. A LAMENT FOR DALLAN RAN "A FINE HOST AND BRAVE WAS HE, MASTER OF AND GOVERNOR, ULLA! ULLALU WE, THRICE FIFTY BARDS, WE CONFESSED HIM CHIEF IN SONG AND WAR--ULLA! ULLALU!" IN THE FAR-FAMED TRINITY COLLEGE LIBRARY IS THE DIALOGUE OF THE TWO SAGES, IN THE IRISH FENIAN DIALECT, GIVING THE QUALIFICATIONS OF A TRUE OLLAMH. AMONG THE FAMOUS BARDS WERE, LUGHAR, "ACUTE POET, DRUID OF MEIDHBH"; OLIOLL, KING OF MUNSTER; OISIN, SON OF CORMAC, KING OF TARA, NOW NEARLY UNINTELLIGIBLE TO IRISH READERS; FERGUS FINBEL OF THE DINN SENCHUS; OISIN, THE FENIAN SINGER; LARGHAIRE, WHOSE POEM TO THE SUN WAS FAMOUS; LUGHAIDH, WHOSE POEM OF THE DEATH OF HIS WIFE FAIL IS OF GREAT ANTIQUITY; ADHNA, ONCE CHIEF POET OF IRELAND; COROTHRUADH, FINGIN, &C. FERGUS FINBHEOIL, FAIR LIPS, WAS A FENIAN BARD. IRELAND'S MIRROR, 1804, SPEAKS OF HENESSEY, A LIVING SEER, AS THE ORPHEUS OF HIS COUNTRY. AMERGIN, BROTHER OF HEBER, WAS THE EARLIEST OF MILESIAN POETS. SIR PHILIP SYDNEY PRAISED THE IRISH BARDS THREE CENTURIES AGO. ONE, IN MUNSTER, STOPPED BY HIS POWER THE CORN'S GROWTH; AND THE SATIRE OF ANOTHER CAUSED A SHORTNESS OF LIFE. SUCH RHYMES WERE NOT TO BE PATRONIZED BY THE ANGLO-NORMANS, IN THE STATUTE OF 1367. ONE BARD DIRECTED HIS HARP, A SHELL OF WINE, AND HIS ANCESTOR'S SHIELD TO BE BURIED WITH HIM. IN RHAPSODY, SOME WOULD SEE THE IMAGES OF COMING EVENTS PASS BEFORE THEM, AND SO DECLARE THEM IN SONG. HE WAS SURELY USEFUL WHO RHYMED SUSCEPTIBLE RATS TO DEATH. THE IRISH WAR ODES WERE CALLED ROSG-CATHA, THE EYE OF BATTLE. WAS IT FOR SUCH SONGS THAT IRISH-DANES WERE CRUEL TO BARDS? O'REILLY HAD A CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF 400 IRISH WRITERS. AS FROUDE TRULY REMARKS, "EACH CELEBRATED MINSTREL SANG HIS STORIES IN HIS OWN WAY, ADDING TO THEM, SHAPING THEM, COLOURING THEM, AS SUITED HIS PECULIAR GENIUS." IT WAS HEEREN WHO SAID OF THE EARLY GREEK BARDS, "THE GIFT OF SONG CAME TO THEM FROM THE GODS." VILLEMARQUE HELD THAT IRISH BARDS WERE "REALLY THE HISTORIANS OF THE RACE." WALKER'S IRISH BARDS AFFIRMS THAT THE "ORDER OF THE BARDS CONTINUED FOR MANY SUCCEEDING AGES INVARIABLY THE SAME." EVEN BUCHANAN FOUND "MANY OF THEIR ANCIENT CUSTOMS YET REMAIN; YEA, THERE IS ALMOST NOTHING CHANGED OF THEM IN IRELAND, BUT ONLY CEREMONIES AND RITES OF RELIGION." BORLASE WROTE, "THE LAST PLACE WE READ OF THEM IN THE BRITISH DOMINIONS IS IRELAND." BLAIR ADDED, "LONG AFTER THE ORDER OF THE DRUIDS WAS EXTINCT, AND THE NATIONAL RELIGION CHANGED, THE BARDS CONTINUED TO FLOURISH, EXERCISING THE SAME FUNCTIONS AS OF OLD IN IRELAND." BUT WALKER CLAIMED THE FINGALIANS AS ORIGINALLY IRISH. SIR I. FERGUSON, IN HIS LAYS OF THE WESTERN GAEL, SAYS, "THE EXACTIONS OF THE BARDS WERE SO INTOLERABLE THAT THE EARLY IRISH MORE THAN ONCE ENDEAVOURED TO RID THEMSELVES OF THE ORDER." THEIR ARROGANCE HAD PROCURED THEIR OCCASIONAL BANISHMENT. HIGGINS, IN CELTIC DRUIDS, HAD NO EXALTED OPINION OF THEM, SAYING, "THE IRISH HISTORIES HAVE BEEN MOST OF THEM FILLED WITH LIES AND NONSENSE BY THEIR BARDS." ASSUREDLY A GREAT PROPORTION OF THEIR WORKS WERE DESTROYED BY THE PRIESTS, AS THEY HAD BEEN IN ENGLAND, GERMANY, FRANCE. THE HARP, ACCORDING TO BEDE, WAS COMMON IN THE SEVENTH CENTURY. ST. COLUMBA PLAYED UPON THE HARP. MEAGOR SAYS OF THE FIRST JAMES OF SCOTLAND, "ON THE HARP HE EXCELLED THE IRISH OR THE HIGHLAND SCOTS, WHO ARE ESTEEMED THE BEST PERFORMERS ON THAT INSTRUMENT." IRELAND WAS THE SCHOOL OF MUSIC FOR WELSH AND SCOTCH. IRISH HARPERS WERE THE MOST CELEBRATED UP TO THE LAST CENTURY. LEDWICH THOUGHT THE HARP CAME IN FROM SAXONS AND DANES. THE BRITONS, SOME SAY, HAD IT FROM THE ROMANS. THE OLD GERMAN HARP HAD EIGHTEEN STRINGS; THE OLD IRISH, TWENTY-EIGHT; THE MODERN IRISH, THIRTY-THREE. HENRY VIII. GAVE IRELAND THE HARP FOR AN ARMORIAL BEARING, BEING A GREAT ADMIRER OF IRISH MUSIC; BUT JAMES I. QUARTERED IT WITH THE ARMS OF FRANCE AND ENGLAND. ST. BERNARD GIVES ARCHBISHOP MALACHY, 1134, THE CREDIT OF INTRODUCING MUSIC INTO THE CHURCH SERVICE OF IRELAND. THE IRISH CRUIT WAS THE WELSH CRWDD OR CRWTH. HUGH ROSE RELATES, THAT "A CERTAIN STRING WAS SELECTED AS THE MOST SUITABLE FOR EACH SONG." DIODORUS SICULUS RECORDED THAT "THE BARDS OF GAUL SANG TO INSTRUMENTS LIKE LYRES." THE CYMBALS WERE NOT BARDIC, BUT BELL CYMBALS OF THE CHURCH. THEY WERE HOLLOW SPHERES, HOLDING LOOSE BITS OF METAL FOR RATTLING, AND CONNECTED BY A FLEXIBLE SHANK. THE CORN WAS A METALLIC HORN; THE DRUM, OR TIOMPAN, WAS A TABOR; THE PIOB-MELA, OR BAGPIPES, WERE BORROWED FROM THE FAR EAST; THE BELLOWS TO THE BAG THEREOF WERE NOT SEEN TILL THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY. THE IRISH USED FOGHAIR, OR WHOLE TONES, AND FOGHAIR-BEG, OR SEMI-TONES. THE COR, OR HARMONY, WAS CHRUISICH, TREBLE, AND CRONAN, BASE. THE NAMES OF CLEFS WERE FROM THE LATIN. IN MOST ANCIENT LANGUAGES THE SAME WORD IS USED FOR BARD AND SAGE. LÖNNROT FOUND NOT A PARISH AMONG THE KARELIANS WITHOUT SEVERAL BARDS. QUATREFAGES SPEAKS OF BARDIC CONTESTS THUS: "THE TWO BARDS START STROPHE AFTER STROPHE, EACH REPEATING AT FIRST THAT WHICH THE OTHER HAD SAID. THE SONG ONLY STOPS WITH THE LEARNING OF ONE OF THE TWO." WALKER UNGALLANTLY WROTE, "WE CANNOT FIND THAT THE IRISH HAD FEMALE BARDS," WHILE ADMITTING THAT FEMALES CRIED THE CAOINE OVER THE DEAD. YET IN CATHLUINA WE READ, "THE DAUGHTER OF MORAN SEIZED THE HARP, AND HER VOICE OF MUSIC PRAISED THE STRANGERS. THEIR SOULS MELTED AT THE SONG, LIKE THE WREATH OF SNOW BEFORE THE EYE OF THE SUN." THE COURT BARDS WERE REQUIRED, SAYS DR. O'DONOVAN, TO HAVE READY SEVEN TIMES FIFTY CHIEF STORIES, AND TWICE FIFTY SUB-STORIES, TO REPEAT BEFORE THE IRISH KING AND HIS CHIEFS. CONOR MAC NEASA, KING OF ULSTER, HAD THREE THOUSAND BARDS, GATHERED FROM PERSECUTING NEIGHBORING CHIEFS. "MUSICIAN, HERALD, BARD, THRICE MAY'ST THOU BE RENOWNED, AND WITH THREE SEVERAL WREATHS IMMORTALLY BE CROWNED." BREHONS. BREITHEAMHAIN - WERE LEGISLATIVE BARDS; AND, SAID WALKER, IN 1786, THEY "PROMULGATED THE LAWS IN A KIND OF RECITATIVE, OR MONOTONOUS CHANT, SEATED ON AN EMINENCE IN THE OPEN AIR." ACCORDING TO MCCURTIN, THE IRISH BARDS OF THE SIXTH CENTURY WORE LONG, FLOWING GARMENTS, FRINGED AND ORNAMENTED WITH NEEDLEWORK. IN A LIFE OF COLUMBA, 1827, IT IS WRITTEN, "THE BARDS AND SENNACHEES RETAINED THEIR OFFICE, AND SOME DEGREE OF THEIR FORMER ESTIMATION AMONG THE NOBILITY OF CALEDONIA AND IRELAND, TILL THE ACCESSION OF THE HOUSE OF HANOVER." "NOTHING CAN PROVE," SAYS O'BEIRNE CROWE, "THE LATE INTRODUCTION OF DRUIDISM INTO OUR COUNTRY MORE SATISFACTORILY THAN THE UTTER CONTEMPT IN WHICH THE NAME BARD IS HELD IN ALL OUR RECORDS.--AFTER THE INTRODUCTION OF OUR IRREGULAR SYSTEM OF DRUIDISM, WHICH MUST HAVE BEEN ABOUT THE SECOND CENTURY OF THE CHRISTIAN ERA, THE FILIS (BARD) HAD TO FALL INTO SOMETHING LIKE THE POSITION OF THE BRITISH BARDS-- HENCE WE SEE THEM, DOWN TO A LATE PERIOD--PRACTICING INCANTATIONS LIKE THE MAGI OF THE CONTINENT, AND IN RELIGIOUS MATTERS HOLDING EXTENSIVE SWAY." OSSIANIC LITERATURE HAD A HIGHER OPINION OF THE BARDS; AS, "SUCH WERE THE WORDS OF THE BARDS IN THE DAYS OF THE SONG; WHEN THE KING HEARD THE MUSIC OF HARPS AND THE TALES OF OTHER TIMES. THE CHIEFS GATHERED FROM ALL THEIR HILLS, AND HEARD THE LOVELY SOUND, THEY PRAISED THE VOICE OF CONA, THE FIRST AMONG A THOUSAND BARDS." AGAIN, "SIT THOU ON THE HEATH, O BARD! AND LET US HEAR THY VOICE. IT IS PLEASANT AS THE GALE OF THE SPRING, THAT SIGHS ON THE HUNTER'S EAR, WHEN HE WAKENS FROM DREAMS OF JOY, AND HAS HEARD THE MUSIC OF THE SPIRITS OF THE HILL. THE MUSIC OF CARDIL WAS LIKE THE MEMORY OF JOYS THAT ARE PAST, PLEASANT, AND MOURNFUL TO THE SOUL. THE GHOSTS OF DEPARTED BARDS HEARD IT." "MY LIFE," EXCLAIMED FINGAL, "SHALL BE ONE STREAM OF LIGHT TO BARDS OF OTHER TIMES." CATHMOR CRIED, "LOOSE THE BARDS. THEIR VOICE SHALL BE HEARD IN OTHER AGES, WHEN THE KINGS OF TEMORA HAVE FAILED." KEATING, AMUSINGLY CREDULOUS AS AN IRISH HISTORIAN RECORDS WITH GRAVITY THE STORY OF AN ANCIENT MILITIA NUMBERING NINE THOUSAND IN TIME OF PEACE, WHO HAD BOTH SERGEANTS AND COLONELS. INTO THE RANKS OF THESE FINE EIRION NO ONE WAS ADMITTED UNLESS PROVED TO BE A POETICAL GENIUS, WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THE TWELVE BOOKS OF POETRY. THE DINN SEANCHAS HAS POEMS BY THE IRISH BARD OF THE SECOND CENTURY, FININ MAC LUCHNA; AND IT ASSERTS THAT "THE PEOPLE DEEMED EACH OTHER'S VOICES SWEETER THAN THE WARBLINGS OF THE MELODIOUS HARP." ON TOLAND'S AUTHORITY WE LEARN THAT, FOR A LONG TIME AFTER THE ENGLISH CONQUEST, THE JUDGES, BARDS, PHYSICIANS, AND HARPERS HELD LAND TENURES IN IRELAND. THE O'DUVEGANS WERE HEREDITARY BARDS OF THE O'KELLIES; THE O'SHIELS WERE HEREDITARY DOCTORS; THE O'BRODINS, HEREDITARY ANTIQUARIES; THE MAGLANCHYS, HEREDITARY JUDGES. THE BARDS WERE STRABO'S HYMN-MAKERS. MRS. BRYANT FELT THAT "THE ISLE OF SONG WAS SOON TO BECOME THE ISLE OF SAINTS;" AND CONSIDERED "IRELAND OF THE BARDS KNEW ITS DRUIDS SIMPLY AS MEN SKILLED IN ALL MAGICAL ARTS, HAVING NO MARKED RELATION EITHER TO A SYSTEM OF THEOLOGY, OR TO A SCHEME OF CEREMONIAL PRACTICE." THE BREHON LAW GIVES LITTLE INFORMATION RESPECTING DRUIDS, THOUGH THE BREHONS WERE ASSUMED TO HAVE BEEN ORIGINALLY DRUID JUDGES. ST. PATRICK HAS THE CREDIT OF COMPILING THIS RECORD. THESE BREHONS HAD A HIGH REPUTATION FOR JUSTICE; AND YET IT IS CONFESSED THAT WHEN ONE WAS TEMPTED TO PASS A FALSE SENTENCE, HIS CHAIN OF OFFICE WOULD IMMEDIATELY TIGHTEN ROUND HIS NECK MOST UNCOMFORTABLY AS A WARNING. OF THE BREHONS, IT IS SAID BY THE EDITORS--O'MAHONY AND RICHEY --"THE LEARNING OF THE BREHONS BECAME AS USELESS TO THE PUBLIC AS THE MOST FANTASTIC DISCUSSIONS OF THE SCHOOLMEN, AND THE WHOLE SYSTEM CRYSTALLIZED INTO A FORM WHICH RENDERED SOCIAL PROGRESS IMPOSSIBLE." THOUGH THOSE OLD IRISH LAWS WERE SO OPPRESSIVE TO THE COMMON PEOPLE, AND SO FAVORABLE TO THE HEREDITARY CHIEFS, IT WAS HARD INDEED TO GET THE PEOPLE TO RELINQUISH THEM FOR ENGLISH LAWS. IN 1522, ENGLISH LAW EXISTED IN ONLY FOUR OF THE IRISH COUNTIES; AND BREHONS AND OLLAMHS (TEACHERS) WERE KNOWN TO THE END OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. THE FOUNDING OF THE BOOK OF BREHON LAW IS THUS EXPLAINED: "AND WHEN THE MEN OF ERIN HEARD--ALL THE POWER OF PATRICK SINCE HIS ARRIVAL IN ERIN--THEY BOWED THEMSELVES DOWN IN OBEDIENCE TO THE [SEXLESS] WILL OF GOD AND PATRICK. IT WAS THEN THAT ALL THE PROFESSORS OF THE SCIENCES (DRUIDS) IN ERIN WERE ASSEMBLED, AND EACH OF THEM EXHIBITED HIS ART BEFORE PATRICK, IN THE PRESENCE OF EVERY CHIEF IN ERIN.--WHAT DID NOT CLASH WITH THE WORD OF GOD IN THE WRITTEN LAW, AND IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, AND WITH THE CONSCIENCES OF THE BELIEVERS, WAS CONFIRMED IN THE LAWS OF THE BREHONS BY PATRICK, AND BY THE ECCLESIASTICS AND THE CHIEFTAINS OF ERIN."
ISLE OF MAN DRUIDISM.
THE ISLE OF MAN LIES JUST BETWEEN IRELAND AND WALES. LET US EXAMINE WHAT CAN BE SHOWN ABOUT THESE MATTERS THEREIN. BOETIUS, TRANSLATED BY ALFRED THE GREAT, HAD A PARTICULARLY DOUBTFUL STORY TO TELL; TOO SIMILAR, ALAS! TO THE NARRATIVES OF EARLY CHRISTIAN WRITERS. "CRATILINTH, THE SCOTTISH KING, A.D. 277," SAID HE, "WAS VERY EARNEST IN THE OVERTHROW OF DRUIDISM IN THE ISLE OF MON AND ELSEWHERE; AND UPON THE OCCASION OF DIOCLESIAN'S PERSECUTION, WHEN MANY CHRISTIANS FLED TO HIM FOR REFUGE, HE GAVE THEM THE ISLE OF MAN FOR THEIR RESIDENCE." HE RELATES THAT MANNANAN BEG "WAS THE ESTABLISHER AND CULTIVATOR OF RELIGION AFTER THE MANNER OF THE EGYPTIANS. HE CAUSED GREAT STONES TO BE PLACED IN THE FORM OF A CIRCLE." TRAIN, IN HIS HISTORY OF MAN, REFERS TO MANNANAN BEG, MAC-Y-LEIRR, OF THE FIRST CENTURY, HAVING KEPT THE ISLAND UNDER MIST BY HIS NECROMANCY. "IF HE DREADED AN ENEMY, HE WOULD CAUSE ONE MAN TO SEEM A HUNDRED, AND THAT BY ART MAGIC." KING FINNAN, 134 B.C., IS SAID TO HAVE FIRST ESTABLISHED DRUIDS THERE. THE ARCHDRUID WAS KNOWN AS KION-DRUAIGHT, OR ARD-DRUAIGHT. PLOWDEN THOUGHT THE DRUIDS EMIGRATED THITHER AFTER THE SLAUGHTER AT MONA; OTHERS DECLARE MONA TO HAVE BEEN AN IRISH DRUIDICAL SETTLEMENT. SACHEVERELL REFERS TO DRUIDICAL CAIRNS ON THE TOPS OF HILLS, WHICH WERE DEDICATED TO THE SUN, AND SPEAKS OF HYMNS HAVING WHAT WERE CALLED CAIRN TUNES. TRAIN SAYS, "SO HIGHLY WERE THE MANX DRUIDS DISTINGUISHED FOR THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF ASTRONOMY, ASTROLOGY, AND NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, THAT THE KINGS OF SCOTLAND SENT THEIR SONS TO BE EDUCATED THERE." HE THOUGHT THAT UNTIL 1417, "IN IMITATION OF THE PRACTICE OF THE DRUIDS, THE LAWS OF THE ISLAND WERE LOCKED UP IN THE BREASTS OF THE DEEMSTERS." THE OLD RUDE EDIFICES OF STONE ARE STILL CALLED TINAN DRUINICH, OR DRUIDS' HOUSES. MCALPINE SAYS THAT DRUID IN MANX IS MAGICIAN. 
FRENCH DRUIDISM.
THE DEROO OF BRITTANY WERE MORE ANCIENT, SAID HENRI MARTIN, THAN THOSE DRUIDS KNOWN TO ROMANS; BEING "PRIMITIVE DRUIDS, A SACERDOTAL CASTE OF OLD CELTS." YET FORLONG, WHO BELIEVED THE GALLIC COAST TRIBES LONG TRADED AND INTERMARRIED WITH THE PHŒNICIANS, SAW "ABUNDANT EVIDENCES FOR THEIR WORSHIPPING ASTARTE AND HERAKLES." THEY WERE SARONIDÆ, OR JUDGES. THEY WERE THE BUILDERS, MASONS, OR LIKE GOBHAN SAER, FREE SMITHS. OF SAER, O'BRIEN IN HIS ROUND TOWERS SAYS--"THE FIRST NAME EVER GIVEN TO THIS BODY (FREEMASONS) WAS SAER, WHICH HAS THREE SIGNIFICATIONS: FIRSTLY, FREE; SECONDLY, MASON; AND THIRDLY, SON OF GOD." KEANE CALLS HIM "ONE OF THE GUABHRES OR CABIRI, SUCH AS YOU HAVE EVER SEEN HIM REPRESENTED ON THE TUATH DE DANAAN CROSS AT CLONMACNOISE." A BRETON POEM, AR RANNOU, A DIALOGUE BETWEEN A DRUID AND HIS PUPIL, IS STILL SUNG BY VILLAGERS, AS IT MAY HAVE BEEN BY THEIR ANCESTORS, THE VENITE OF CÆSAR'S STORY. THE SEAT OF THE ARCHDRUID OF GAUL WAS AT DREUX. FRENCH WRITERS HAVE INTERESTED THEMSELVES IN THE DRUIDIC QUESTION. THE COMMON IMPRESSION IS THAT DRUIDS WERE ONLY TO BE FOUND IN BRITTANY; BUT OTHER PARTS OF FRANCE POSSESSED THOSE PRIESTS, ARID BARDS. CERTAINLY, THE NORTHWEST CORNER, THE REGION OF MEGALITHIC REMAINS, CONTINUED LATER TO BE THEIR HAUNT, BEING LESS DISTURBED THERE. IT WAS IN BRITTANY, ALSO, THAT THE BEFORE-MENTIONED ORIENTAL MYSTICISM FOUND SO SAFE A HOME, AND WAS NURTURED SO ASSIDUOUSLY. BUT DRUIDS WERE EQUALLY KNOWN IN THE SOUTH, CENTER, AND NORTH-EAST OF FRANCE. DIJON DRUIDS, OR THE VACIES, WERE DESCRIBED IN 1621 BY GUENEBAULD OF DIJON IN LE REVEIL DE CHYNDONAX, PRINCE DES VACIES DRVYDES CELTIQVES DÜONOIS. UPON THE TOMB OF THE ARCHDRUID CHYNDONAX WAS FOUND AN INSCRIPTION IN GREEK, THUS RENDERED BY THE DIJON AUTHOR--"EN CE TOMBEAU, DANS LE SACRÉ BOCCAGE DU DIEU MITHRAS, EST CONTENU LE CORPS DE CHYNDONAX GRAND PRESTRE; MECHANT HORS, LES DIEUX SANNEURS LE GARDENT DE DOMMAGE." NUMBERS OF THE LEARNED WENT TO VIEW THE INSCRIPTION, AND AN URN FOUND WITHIN THE TOMB. MITHRAS WAS A FORM OF APOLLO, OR THE SUN. THERE ARE OTHER EVIDENCES OF THE SOUTHERN GAULISH DRUIDS USING GREEK CHARACTERS, BEYOND CÆSAR'S ASSERTIONS. GUENEBAULD SPOKE OF THE PROHIBITION OF THE DRUIDICAL RELIGION BY THE EMPERORS AUGUSTUS, TIBERIAS, AND CLAUDIUS; ADDING THAT THE DRUIDS "FURENT CHASSEZ DU MONT DRVYS OR DRVYDE PROCHE D'OSTUM, A CAUSE DE LEUR TROP CRUEL SACRIFICE D'HOMMES." HE DECLARED THAT AFTER THE GENERAL EDICT OF CLAUDIUS "IL NE S'EN TREUVA PLUS, PARMY LES GAULOIS." WHEN BANISHED FROM GAUL, THEY RETIRED TO BRITAIN, THOUGH DRUIDESSES WERE MENTIONED AS BEING AT DIJON IN THE TIME OF AURELIAN. BEAUDEAU, IN 1777, PUBLISHED MEMOIRE À CONSUILTER POUR LES ANCIENS DRUIDES GAULOIS, INTENDED AS A VINDICATION OF THEM AGAINST THE STRICTURES OF BAILLY IN HIS LETTERS TO VOLTAIRE. HE HAD A GREAT BELIEF IN THE ASTRONOMICAL SKILL OF THE DRUIDS, FROM THEIR USE OF THE THIRTY YEARS CYCLE, THE REVOLUTION PERIOD OF THE PLANET SATURN. AT THE CONGRESS OF ARRAS, IN 1853, THE QUESTION DEBATED WAS--"UP TO WHAT PERIOD ROMAN POLYTHEISM HAD PENETRATED INTO BELGIC GAUL; AND UP TO WHAT PERIOD CONTINUED THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN POLYTHEISM AND CHRISTIANITY?" THE FRENCH AUTHOR REMARKS, "THE ROMANS DID BUT ONE THING--GAVE THE NAMES OF THEIR GODS TO THE DIVINITIES OF THE PEOPLE OF FLEANDERLAND. AND THESE DIVINITIES--WHAT WERE THEY? EVIDENTLY THOSE OF THE COUNTRY FROM WHICH THE PEOPLE HAD BEEN FORCED TO FLEE." DEZOBRY AND BACHELETS, IN THEIR DICTIONNAIRE DE BIOGRAPHIE, AFFIRM THAT "THE CELTIC WORD DEROUYD (FROM DE OR DI, GOD, AND RHOUD OR RHOUID, SPEAKING) SIGNIFIES INTERPRETER OF THE GODS, OR ONE WHO SPEAKS FROM THE GODS. ACCORDING TO OTHERS, THE ETYMOLOGY SHOULD BE, IN THE GAELIC LANGUAGE, DRUIDHEACHT, DIVINATION, MAGIC; OR, BETTER, DERN, OAK, AND WYDD, MISTLETOE." ACKNOWLEDGING THE ANCIENT RENOWN OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE, IT IS ADMITTED TO BE IMPERFECTLY KNOWN TO US, THOUGH PYTHAGOREANS PRETENDED TO BE THE FOUNDERS THEREOF. THE FRENCH AUTHORS HAD THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT OF THE DRUIDS' GREAT CHARM "THEY CARRIED SUSPENDED FROM THEIR NECK, AS A MARK OF DIGNITY, A SERPENT'S EGG--A SORT OF OVAL BALL OF CRYSTAL, THAT IN THE TIME OF PLINY TRADITION PRETENDED TO BE THE PRODUCT OF THE FOAM OF A QUANTITY OF SERPENTS, GROUPED AND INTERLACED TOGETHER. THIS EGG HAS BEEN THE ORIGIN OF A CROWD OF SUPERSTITIONS, WHICH, UP TO A CENTURY AGO, WERE IN VOGUE IN CORNWALL, WALES, AND THE MOUNTAINS OF SCOTLAND; THEY CONTINUED TO CARRY THESE BALLS OF GLASS, CALLED SERPENT STONES, TO WHICH THEY ATTRIBUTED PARTICULAR VIRTUES." DRUIDESSES OF GAUL HAD A SANCTUARY ON THE ISLE OF SENA, FINISTERRE. DRUIDISM IN FRANCE WAS CONDEMNED AS LATE AS 658, BY THE COUNCIL OF NANTES; AND, LATER ON, BY THE CAPITULARIES OF CHARLEMAGNE. RENAN SUPPOSED THAT DRUIDISM REMAINED A FORM EXCLUSIVELY NATIONAL. JUSTIN'S REMARK, THAT "THE GREEK COLONY OF MARSEILLES CIVILIZED THE GAULS," MAY HELP TO EXPLAIN HOW GAULISH DRUIDS KNEW GREEK, AND HOW SOME FRENCH WRITERS TRACED DRUIDISM TO THE PHOCIANS OF SOUTHERN GAUL. THEN, AGAIN, WE HAVE AMMIANUS MARCELLINUS SAYING, "THE DRUIDS WERE FORMED INTO FRATERNITIES AS THE AUTHORITY OF PYTHAGORAS DECREED." CÆSAR, IN HIS ACCOUNT OF GAULISH DRUIDS, HAD CLEARLY IN HIS MIND HIS OWN COUNTRY'S FAITH. THEY WERE LIKE HIS OWN AUGURS, AND THEIR ARCHDRUID WAS HIS PONTIFEX MAXIMUS. D'ARBOIS DE JUBAINVILLE, IN HIS ACCOUNT OF IRISH MYTHOLOGY, HAS, OF COURSE, REFERENCES TO THE DRUIDS. HE LAYS EMPHASIS ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THOSE OF GAUL AND THOSE OF OUR ISLANDS. THE JUDICIAL AUTHORITY WAS VESTED IN THE FILÉ. THESE NEED NOT, LIKE THE DRUIDS PROPER CELEBRATE SACRIFICES. HE TRACES THE WORD FILE, A SEER, FROM THE SAME ROOT AS THE BRETON GIVELOUT, TO SEE. THE FRENCH AUTHOR RECORDS THAT POLYHISTOR, TIMAGENUS, VALERIUS MAXIMUS, AND OTHERS WROTE OF THE NORTH-WESTERN MEN HOLDING PYTHAGOREAN DOCTRINES; BUT HE ADDS, THAT WHILE A SECOND BIRTH WAS REGARDED BY THE PYTHAGOREANS AS A PUNISHMENT OF EVIL, IT WAS ESTEEMED BY THE OTHERS AS A PRIVILEGE OF HEROES.
GERMAN DRUIDISM.
LOUIS DE BAECKER, 1854, GAVE AN ACCOUNT OF TEUTONIC DRUIDISM, SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE BELGÆ OF BRITAIN, IN HIS DE LA RELIGION DU NORD DE LA FRANCE AVANT LE CHRISTIANISME. HE, UNLIKE MEN OF THE WELSH DRUIDIC SCHOOL, JOINS DR. LEDWICH, AND SOME IRISH AUTHORITIES, IN TRACING DRUIDISM TO THE GERMAN AND SCANDINAVIAN RACES; SAYING, "THE RELIGION OF OUR PAGAN ANCESTORS WAS THAT OF ODIN OR WODEN." BUT HE EVIDENTLY REFERS TO NORTH-EASTERN FRANCE RATHER THAN NORTH-WESTERN, AS HE DERIVES THE RELIGION FROM THE EDDA. IN THE BOOK VOLU-SPA, OR THE PRIESTESS, THE FIRST SONG OF THE POETIC EDDA, HE DISCOVERS WHAT OSSIAN AND OTHER BRITISH AND IRISH BARDS DESCRIBE AS SPIRITS OF THE AIR, OF EARTH, OF WATERS, OF PLAINS, AND WOODS. "CÆSAR WAS DECEIVED," SAYS HE, "WHEN HE SAID THAT THE GERMANS HAD NEITHER PRIESTS NOR RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES; FOR TACITUS MENTIONS THEM IN HIS GERMANIA IN THE MOST FORMAL MANNER." BY THE WAY, IF CÆSAR WAS SO MISTAKEN ABOUT THE GERMANS, WHOM HE KNEW SO WELL, IS HIS EVIDENCE ABOUT GAULISH DRUIDS WORTH MUCH? BAECKER'S NORTHERN GAULS HAD PRIESTS OF VARIOUS KINDS. THE SACRIFICERS WERE CALLED BLODMANNER, OR PLUOSTARI; THE SUSTAINERS OF ORDER WERE EWART AND GOTES-EWART; THE PROTECTORS OF SACRED WOODS, HARUGARI, PARAWARI, OR WIHESMART; THE PROPHETS, SPAMADHR, WIZAGO, VITEGA, VEITSGA, WEISSAGER, WETEKEY. THE PRIESTESSES WERE THE VAULUR. THE HORSE, BULL, BOAR, AND SHEEP WERE SACRIFICED. "IT WAS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WOOD," HE WRITES, "THAT THE BELGÆ OFFERED THEIR SACRIFICES." THE BELGIC BRITONS, DOUBTLESS, HAD A SIMILAR DRUIDISM. CÆSAR ASSERTS THAT THE GERMANS HAD NO DRUIDS, WHILE BE CREDITS THE GERMAN BELGÆ OF SOUTH BRITAIN WITH HAVING THEM.
DRUIDICAL MAGIC.
AS TO MAGICAL ARTS, EXERCISED BY DRUIDS AND DRUIDESSES, THE ANCIENT IRISH MSS. ARE FULL OF STORIES ABOUT THEM. JOYCE HAS SAID, "THE GAELIC WORD FOR DRUIDICAL IS ALMOST ALWAYS APPLIED WHERE WE SHOULD USE THE WORD MAGICAL--TO SPELLS, INCANTATIONS, METAMORPHOSES" NOT EVEN CHINA AT THE PRESENT DAY IS MORE GIVEN TO CHARMS AND SPELLS THAN WAS IRELAND OF OLD. CONSTANT APPLICATION OF DRUIDIC ARTS UPON THE INDIVIDUAL MUST HAVE GIVEN A SADNESS AND TERROR TO LIFE, CONTINUING LONG AFTER THE DRUID HAD BEEN SUPPLANTED. IT WAS A COMFORT TO KNOW THAT MAGICIAN COULD BE PITTED AGAINST MAGICIAN, AND THAT THOUGH ONE MIGHT TURN A PERSON INTO A SWAN OR HORSE, ANOTHER COULD TURN HIM BACK AGAIN. YET, THE CHEWING OF ONE'S THUMB WAS SOMETIMES AS EFFECTUAL A DISENCHANTER AS THE ELEVATION OR MARKING OF THE CROSS IN SUBSEQUENT CENTURIES. THUS, WHEN FIONN WAS ONCE INVITED TO TAKE A SEAT BESIDE A FAIR LADY ON HER WAY TO A PALACE, HE, HAVING SOME SUSPICION, PUT HIS THUMB BETWEEN HIS TEETH, AND SHE IMMEDIATELY CHANGED INTO AN UGLY OLD HAG WITH EVIL IN HER HEART. THAT WAS A SIMPLE MODE OF DETECTION, BUT MAY HAVE BEEN EFFICACIOUS ONLY IN THE CASE OF SUCH A HERO AS FIONN. CERTAINLY, MANY A BAD SPIRIT WOULD BE EXPELLED, IN A RISING QUARREL, IF ONE PARTY WERE WISE ENOUGH TO PUT HIS THUMB BETWEEN HIS TEETH. CHARM-MONGERS, WHO COULD TAKE OFF A SPELL, MUST HAVE BEEN POPULAR CHARACTERS, AND AS USEFUL AS WART-REMOVERS. IT IS A PITY, HOWEVER, THAT THE SACRED SALMON WHICH USED TO FREQUENT THE BOYNE IS MISSING NOW, WHEN EXAMINATIONS ARE SO NECESSARY, AS HE OR SHE WHO BIT A PIECE FORGOT NOTHING EVER AFTER. BALAR, THE FOMORIAN KING, WAS A GOOD-NATURED FELLOW, FOR, FINDING THAT A GLANCE FROM HIS RIGHT EYE CAUSED DEATH TO A SUBJECT, HE KEPT THAT EYE CONSTANTLY CLOSED. ONE WAY OF CALLING SPIRITS FROM THE DEEP, TO DO ONE'S WILL, WAS TO GO TO SLEEP WITH THE PALMS OF BOTH HANDS UPON THE CHEEK. THE MAGIC CAULDRON WAS NOT IN SUCH REQUIREMENT AS WITH THE WELSH. BUT IT WAS A DRUIDIC TRICK TO TAKE AN IDOL TO BED, LAY THE HANDS TO THE FACE, AND DISCOVER THE SECRET OF A RIDDLE IN DREAMS. ANOTHER TRICK REMINDS ONE OF THE, SKILL OF MODERN SPIRITUALISTIC MEDIUMS, WHO COULD DISCOVER THE HISTORY OF A MAN BY A PIECE OF HIS COAT; FOR, CORMAC READ THE WHOLE LIFE OF A DOG FROM THE SKULL. HEALING POWERS WERE MAGICAL. OUR FOREFATHERS FANCIED THAT A PART OF ENJOYMENT IN HEAVEN WAS FIGHTING BY DAY AND FEASTING AT NIGHT, THE HEAD CUT OFF IN DAYLIGHT CONFLICT RESUMING ITS POSITION WHEN THE EVENING TABLE WAS SPREAD. THE RIVAL FORCES OF FOMORIANS AND DANAANS HAD DRUIDS, WHOSE SPECIAL WORK WAS TO HEAL THE WOUNDED AT NIGHT, SO AS TO BE READY FOR THE NEXT MORNING'S BATTLE. IN THE STORY OF DEIRDRI IT IS WRITTEN, "AS CONOR SAW THIS, HE WENT TO CATHBAD THE DRUID, AND SAID TO HIM, 'GO, CATHBAD, UNTO THE SONS OF USNACH, AND PLAY DRUIDISM UPON THEM.'" THIS WAS DONE. "HE HAD RECOURSE TO HIS INTELLIGENCE AND ART TO RESTRAIN THE CHILDREN OF USNACH, SO THAT HE LAID THEM UNDER ENCHANTMENT, THAT IS, BY PUTTING AROUND THEM A VISCID SEA OF WHELMING WAVES." NOTHING WAS MORE COMMON THAN THE RAISING OF DRUIDIC FOGS. IT WOULD BE EASIER TO DO THAT IN IRELAND OR SCOTLAND THAN IN AUSTRALIA. THE STORY OF CU SPEAKS OF A KING BRUDIN WHO "MADE A BLACK FOG OF DRUIDISM" BY HIS DRAOIDHEACHT, OR MAGIC. DRUIDIC WINDS WERE BLASTING, AS THEY CAME FROM THE EAST. THE CHILDREN OF LIR WERE MADE TO WANDER ON THE IRISH SEA TILL THE LAND BECAME CHRISTIAN. A WONDERFUL STORY IN AN OLD MS. RESPECTING DIARMUID IS CONNECTED WITH THE THREATENED DIVORCE OF THE LOVELY MUGHAIN, AS NO PRINCE HAD APPEARED TO HER HUSBAND THE KING. "ON THIS," SAYS THE CHRONICLER, "THE QUEEN WENT TO FINNEN, A MAGUS (DRUID) OF BAAL OR BELUS, AND TO EASBAD, NAMED AEDHA, SON OF BEG, AND TOLD THEM SHE WAS BARREN. THE REATAIRE (CHIEF DRUIDS) THEN CONSECRATED SOME WATER, OF WHICH SHE DRANK, AND CONCEIVED; AND THE PRODUCE OF HER WOMB WAS A WHITE LAMB. 'WOE IS ME!' SAID MUGHAIN,' TO BRING FORTH A FOUR-FOOTED BEAST.' 'NOT SO,' REPLIED FINNEN, FOR YOUR WOMB IS THEREBY SANCTIFIED, AND THE LAMB MUST BE SACRIFICED AS YOUR FIRST-BORN.' THE PRIESTS BLESSED THE WATER FOR HER, SHE DRANK, AND CONCEIVED. SAY THE PRIESTS, 'YOU SHALL NOW BRING FORTH A SON, AND HE SHALL BE KING OVER IRELAND.' THEN FINNEN AND EASBAD AEDHA BLESSED THE QUEEN AND THE SEED OF HER LOINS, AND GIVING HER MORE CONSECRATED WATER, SHE DRANK OF IT, AND CALLED HIS NAME AEDH SLAINES, BECAUSE HE WAS SAVED FROM THE SACRIFICE." WELL MIGHT VALLENCEY EXCLAIM, "THE WHOLE OF THIS STORY IS STRONG OF CHALDÆAN PAGANISM, AND COULD NOT HAVE BEEN INVENTED BY ANY CHRISTIAN MONKS WHATEVER." CUCHULAINN OF ULSTER WAS MUCH GIVEN TO MAGIC. HE CAUGHT BIRDS BY IT. HE LEFT HIS WIFE TO BE WITH A LADY IN FAIRY-LAND. CAUGHT BY SPELLS, HE WAS BROUGHT BACK HOME. HE DRANK THE DRAUGHT OF FORGETFULNESS THAT HE MIGHT NOT REMEMBER FAIRY-LAND, AND SHE DRANK TO FORGET HER JEALOUSY. ALL THIS IS IN LEABHAR NA-H-UIDHRÉ. WHEN THE DANAANS RAISED A STORM TO DRIVE OFF THE INVADING HOSTS OF MILESIANS, THIS WAS THE SPELL USED BY MILESIUS, AS TOLD IN THE BOOK OF INVASIONS:--"I PRAY THAT THEY REACH THE LAND OF ERINN, THESE WHO ARE RIDING UPON THE GREAT, PRODUCTIVE, VAST SEA--THAT THERE MAY BE A KING FOR US IN TARA,--THAT NOBLE ERINN BE A HOME FOR THE SHIPS AND BOATS OF THE SON OF MILESIUS." BY THE 14TH CANON OF THE SYNOD AT ARMAGH, AS ASSERTED FOR THE YEAR 448, A PENANCE WAS EXACTED FOR ANY SOOTHSAYING, OR THE FORETELLING OF FUTURE EVENTS BY AN INSPECTION OF ANIMALS' ENTRAILS, AS WAS THE PRACTICE WITH THE DRUIDS. IT IS CURIOUS TO SEE HOW THIS MAGIC WAS, BY THE EARLY WRITERS, ASSOCIATED WITH SIMON MAGUS; SO MUCH SO, THAT, AS RHYS OBSERVES, "THE GOIDELIC DRUIDS APPEAR AT TIMES UNDER THE NAME OF THE SCHOOL OF SIMON DRUID." FIONN WAS ONCE COURSING WITH HIS DOG BRAN, WHEN THE HARE SUDDENLY TURNED INTO A LADY WEEPING FOR THE LOSS OF HER RING IN THE LAKE. LIKE A GALLANT, THE HERO DIVED DOWN AND GOT IT; BUT ALL HE HAD FOR HIS TROUBLE WAS TO BE TURNED BY HER INTO A WHITE-HAIRED OLD MAN. ON ANOTHER OCCASION HE WAS CHANGED INTO A GREY FAWN. BUT FIONN ENDURED THE METAMORPHOSES OF TWENTY YEARS AS A HOG, ONE HUNDRED A STAG, ONE HUNDRED AN EAGLE, AND THIRTY A FISH, BESIDES LIVING ONE HUNDRED AS A MAN. THE HEROINE CAER HAD TO BE ALTERNATE YEARS A SWAN AND A WOMAN. THE KILKENNY TRANSACTIONS REFER TO ONE LIBAN, TRANSFORMED FOR THREE HUNDRED YEARS AS A FISH, OR, RATHER A MERMAID, WITH HER LAP-DOG IN THE SHAPE OF AN OTTER AFTER HER. BEVAN, HOWEVER, CAUGHT HER IN A NET, HAD HER BAPTIZED, AND THEN SHE DIED. IN THE FATE OF THE CHILDREN OF LIR, WE READ OF AOIFE, SECOND WIFE OF LIR, JEALOUS OF HER HUSBAND'S CHILDREN BY HIS FIRST MATE, TURNING THEM INTO FOUR SWANS TILL HER SPELL COULD BE BROKEN. THIS HAPPENED UNDER THE TUATH RULE, AND LASTED NINE HUNDRED YEARS. THEY ARE REPORTED TO HAVE SAID, "THOU SHALT FALL IN REVENGE FOR IT, FOR THY POWER FOR OUR DESTRUCTION IS NOT GREATER THAN THE DRUIDIC POWER OF OUR FRIENDS TO AVENGE IT UPON THEE." HOWEVER, HAVING MUSICAL QUALITIES, THEY ENJOYED THEMSELVES IN CHANTING EVERY NIGHT. AT LAST THEY HEARD THE BELL OF ST. PATRICK. THIS BROKE THE SPELL. THEY SANG TO THE HIGH KING OF HEAVEN, REVEALED THEIR NAME, AND CRIED OUT, "COME TO BAPTIZE US, O CLERIC, FOR OUR DEATH IS NEAR." AN ODD STORY OF THE DRUID MANANAN IS PRESERVED IN THE OSSIAN TRANSACTIONS. IT CONCERNED A MAGICAL BRANCH, BEARING NINE APPLES OF GOLD. THEY WHO SHOOK THE TREE WERE LULLED TO SLEEP BY MUSIC, FORGETTING WANT OR SORROW. THROUGH THAT, CORMAC, GRANDSON OF CONN OF THE HUNDRED FIGHTS, LOST HIS WIFE EITHNE, SON CAIRBRE, AND DAUGHTER AILBHE. AT THE END OF A YEAR'S SEARCH, AND PASSING THROUGH A DARK, MAGICAL MIST, HE CAME TO A HUT, WHERE A YOUTH GAVE HIM A PORK SUPPER. THE ENTERTAINER PROVED TO BE MANANAN. THE STORY RUNS, "AFTER THIS MANANAN CAME TO HIM IN HIS PROPER SHAPE, AND SAID THUS: 'LIT WAS WHO BORE THESE THREE AWAY FROM THEE; I IT WAS WHO GAVE THEE THAT BRANCH, AND IT WAS IN ORDER TO BRING THEE TO THIS HOUSE. IT WAS I THAT WORKED MAGIC UPON YOU, SO THAT YOU MIGHT BE WITH ME TONIGHT IN FRIENDSHIP." IT MAY BE DOUBTED IF THIS SATISFIED KING CORMAC. A CHESSBOARD OFTEN SERVED THE PURPOSE OF DIVINATION. THE LAYING ON OF HANDS HAS BEEN FROM REMOTE ANTIQUITY AN EFFECTUAL MODE FOR THE TRANSMISSION OF A CHARM. BUT A MAGIC WAND OR ROD, IN PROPER HANDS, HAS BEEN THE APPROVED METHOD OF TRANSFORMATION, OR ANY OTHER MIRACULOUS INTERPOSITION. HERE IS ONE WAND STORY RELATIVE TO THE ROMANCE OF GRAINNE AND DIARMUID:--"THEN CAME THE REACHTAIRE AGAIN, HAVING A MAGIC WAND OF SORCERY, AND STRUCK HIS SON WITH 'THAT WAND, SO THAT HE MADE OF HIM A CROPPED PIG, HAVING NEITHER EAR NOR TAIL, AND HE SAID, 'I CONJURE THEE THAT THOU HAVE THE SAME LENGTH OF LIFE AS DIARMUID O'DUIBHNE, AND THAT IT BE BY THEE THAT HE SHALL FALL AT LAST.'" THIS WAS THE BOAR THAT KILLED, NOT THE SYRIAN ADONIS, BUT A SIMILAR SUN-DEITY, DIARMUID. WHEN FIONN, THE DISAPPOINTED HUSBAND, IN PURSUIT OF THE RUNAWAY, FOUND THE ABDUCTOR DYING, HE WAS ENTREATED BY THE BEAUTIFUL SOLAR HERO TO SAVE HIM. "HOW CAN I DO IT?" ASKED THE HALF-REPENTANT FIONN. "EASILY," SAID THE WOUNDED ONE; "FOR WHEN THOU DIDST GET THE NOBLE, PRECIOUS GIFT OF DIVINING AT THE BOINN, IT WAS GIVEN THEE THAT TO WHOMSOEVER THOU SHOULDST GIVE A DRINK FROM THE PALMS OF THY HANDS, HE SHOULD AFTER THAT BE YOUNG AND SOUND FROM EVERY SICKNESS." UNHAPPILY, FIONN WAS SO LONG DEBATING WITH HIMSELF AS TO THIS GIFT TO HIS ENEMY, THAT, WHEN HE WALKED TOWARDS HIM WITH THE WATER, LIFE HAD DEPARTED FROM THE BOAR-STRICKEN IRISH ADONIS. DR. W. R. SULLIVAN HAS A TRANSLATION OF THE FAIR OF CARMAN, CONCERNING THREE MAGICIANS AND THEIR MOTHER FROM ATHENS: "BY CHARMS, AND SPELLS, AND INCANTATIONS, THE MOTHER BLIGHTED EVERY PLACE, AND IT WAS THROUGH MAGICAL DEVASTATION AND DISHONESTY THAT THE MEN DEALT OUT DESTRUCTION. THEY CAME TO ERIN TO BRING EVIL UPON THE TUATHA DE DANANN, BY BLIGHTING THE FERTILITY OF THIS ISLE. THE TUATHA WERE ANGRY AT THIS; AND THEY SENT AGAINST THEM AI THE SON OF ALLAMH, ON THE PART OF THEIR POETS, AND CREDENBEL ON THE PART OF THEIR SATIRISTS, AND LUG LAEBAN, THE SON OF CACHER, ON THE PART OF THEIR DRUIDS, AND BECUILLE ON THE PART OF THE WITCHES, TO PRONOUNCE INCANTATIONS AGAINST THEM. AND THESE NEVER PARTED FROM THEM UNTIL THEY FORCED THE THREE MEN OVER THE SEA, AND THEY LEFT A PLEDGE BEHIND THEM, I.E., CARMAN, THEIR MOTHER, THAT THEY WOULD NEVER RETURN TO ERIN." A COUNTER-CHARM IS GIVEN IN THE SENCHUS MOR. WHEN THE DRUIDS SOUGHT TO POISON ST. PATRICK, THE LATTER WROTE OVER THE LIQUOR: "TUBU FIS FRI IBU, FIS IBU ANFIS, FRIS BRU UATHA, IBU LITHU, CHRISTI JESUS." HE LEFT IT ON RECORD THAT WHOEVER PRONOUNCED THESE WORDS OVER POISON OR LIQUOR SHOULD RECEIVE NO INJURY FROM IT. IT MIGHT BE USEFUL WITH IRISH WHISKY; ONLY THE TRANSLATOR ADDS THAT THE WORDS OF THE CHARM, LIKE MOST OF THE CHARMS OF THE MIDDLE AGES, APPEAR TO HAVE HAD NO MEANING. SPIRITUALISM, IN ALL ITS FORMS, APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN PRACTICED BY THE IRISH AND SCOTCH DRUIDS. DR. ARMSTRONG'S GAELIC DICTIONARY HAS AN ACCOUNT OF THE DIVINATION OF THE TOGHAIRM, ONCE A NOTED SUPERSTITION AMONG THE GAELS, AND EVIDENTLY DERIVED FROM DRUID-SERVING ANCESTORS. THE SO-CALLED PROPHET "WAS WRAPPED IN THE WARM, SMOKING ROBE OF A NEWLY SLAIN OX OR COW, AND LAID AT FULL LENGTH IN THE WILDEST RECESS OF SOME LONELY WATERFALL. THE QUESTION WAS THEN PUT TO HIM, AND THE ORACLE WAS LEFT IN SOLITUDE TO CONSIDER IT." THE STEAMING BODY CULTIVATED THE FRENZY FOR A REPLY, ALTHOUGH "IT WAS FIRMLY BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN COMMUNICATED BY INVISIBLE BEINGS." SIMILAR TRADITIONS ARE RELATED BY KENNEDY, IN FICTIONS OF THE IRISH CELTS. ONE OF THE TALES IS OF SCULLOGE, WHO SPENT HIS FATHER'S GOLD. WHILE OUT HUNTING HE SAW AN OLD MAN BETTING HIS LEFT HAND AGAINST HIS RIGHT. AT ONCE HE PLAYED WITH HIM FOR SIXPENCE, BUT WON OF THE ANCIENT DRUID A HUNDRED GUINEAS. THE NEXT GAME WON THE OLD FELLOW WAS MADE TO REBUILD THE IRISHMAN'S MILL. ANOTHER VICTORY BROUGHT HIM AS WIFE A PRINCESS FROM THE FAR COUNTRY. BUT SABINA, WHEN MARRIED, BESOUGHT HIM TO HAVE NO MORE TO DO WITH OLD LASSA BUAICHT OF THE GLEN. THINGS WENT ON WELL A GOOD WHILE, TILL THE MAN WANTED MORE GOLD, AND HE VENTURED UPON A GAME. LOSING, HE WAS DIRECTED TO BRING THE OLD DRUID THE SWORD OF LIGHT. SABINA HELPED HER HUSBAND TO A DRUIDIC HORSE, THAT CARRIED HIM TO HER FATHER'S CASTLE. THERE HE LEARNED IT WAS HELD BY ANOTHER BROTHER, ALSO A DRUID, IN AN ENCHANTED PLACE. WITH A BLACK STEED HE LEAPED THE WALL, BUT WAS DRIVEN OUT BY THE MAGIC SWORD. AT LAST, THROUGH FIACH THE DRUID, THE SWORD WAS GIVEN TO LASSA BUAICHT. THE CRY CAME, "TAKE YOUR SWORD OF LIGHT, AND OFF WITH HIS HEAD." THEN THE UN-SPELLED WIFE REAPPEARED, AND THE COUPLE WERE HAPPY EVER AFTER. CONN OF THE HUNDRED BATTLES IS OFTEN MENTIONED IN CONNECTION WITH DRUIDS. ONE OF THE IRISH MSS. THUS INTRODUCES THE MAGICAL STONE OF TARA: "ONE EVENING CONN REPAIRED AT SUNRISE TO THE BATTLEMENTS OF THE RI RAITH OR ROYAL FORTRESS AT TARA, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS THREE DRUIDS, MAEL, BLOC, AND BLUICNÉ, AND HIS THREE POETS, ETHAIN, CORB, AND CESARE; FOR HE WAS ACCUSTOMED EVERY DAY TO REPAIR TO THIS PLACE WITH THE SAME COMPANY, FOR THE PURPOSE OF WATCHING THE FIRMAMENT, THAT NO HOSTILE AERIAL BEINGS SHOULD DESCEND UPON ERIN UNKNOWN TO HIM. WHILE STANDING IN THE USUAL PLACE THIS MORNING, CONN HAPPENED TO TREAD ON A STONE, AND IMMEDIATELY THE STONE SHRIEKED UNDER HIS FEET SO AS TO BE HEARD ALL OVER TARA, AND THROUGHOUT ALL BREGIA OR EAST MEATH. CONN THEN ASKED HIS DRUIDS WHY THE STONE HAD SHRIEKED, WHAT ITS NAME WAS, AND WHAT IT SAID. THE DRUIDS TOOK FIFTY-THREE DAYS TO CONSIDER, AND RETURNED THE FOLLOWING ANSWER: 'FAL IS THE NAME OF THE STONE; IT CAME FROM INIS FAL, OR THE ISLAND OF FAL. IT HAS SHRIEKED UNDER YOUR ROYAL FEET, AND THE NUMBER OF THE SHRIEKS, WHICH THE STONE HAS GIVEN FORTH, IS THE NUMBER OF KINGS THAT WILL SUCCEED YOU." AT THE BATTLE OF MAGH TUIREADH WITH THE FOMORIANS, IT IS SAID THAT THE CHIEF MEN OF THE TUATHA DE DANANN "CALLED THEIR SMITHS, THEIR BRASS-WORKERS, THEIR SORCERERS, THEIR DRUIDS, THEIR POETS. THE DRUIDS WERE ENGAGED PUTTING THE WOUNDED IN A BATH OF HERBS, AND THEN RETURNING THEM WHOLE TO THE BATTLE RANKS. NASH, WHO SHOWED MUCH SCEPTICISM RESPECTING DRUIDS IN BRITAIN, WROTE: "IN THE IRISH TALES, ON THE CONTRARY, THE MAGICIAN UNDER THE NAME OF DRAOI AND DRUDH, MAGICIAN OR DRUID, DRAIOIDEACHT, DRUIDHIEAT, MAGIC PLAYS A CONSIDERABLE PART." THE CABINRI PLAY A GREAT PART ACCORDING TO SOME AUTHORS; ONE SPEAKS OF THE "MAGIC OF SAMHAN, THAT IS TO SAY, CABUR." A CHARM AGAINST EVIL SPIRITS, FOUND AT POITIERS, IS HALF GALLIC, HALF LATIN. PROFESSOR LOTTNER SAW THAT "THE GALLIC WORDS WERE IDENTICAL WITH EXPRESSIONS STILL USED IN IRISH." WE ARE TOLD OF A REBEL CHIEF WHO WAS HELPED BY A DRUID AGAINST THE KING OF MUNSTER, TO PLAGUE THE IRISH IN THE SOUTH-WEST BY MAGICALLY DRYING UP ALL THE WATER. THE KING SUCCEEDED IN FINDING ANOTHER DRUID WHO BROUGHT FORTH AN ABUNDANT SUPPLY. HE DID BUT CAST HIS JAVELIN, AND A POWERFUL SPRING BURST FORTH AT THE SPOT WHERE THE WEAPON FELL. DILL, THE DRUIDICAL GRANDFATHER OF ANOTHER KING OF MUNSTER, HAD A MAGICAL BLACK HORSE, WHICH WON AT EVERY RACE. ELSEWHERE IS A CHAPTER ON THE TUATHA DE DANAANS, CONCERNING WHOM ARE SO MANY STORIES OF DRUIDS. ATTENTION IS DRAWN BY RHYS TO "THE TENDENCY OF HIGHER RACES TO ASCRIBE MAGICAL POWERS TO LOWER ONES; OR, RATHER, TO THE CONQUERED." A DRUID'S COUNSEL WAS SOMETIMES OF SERVICE. A CERTAIN DWARF MAGICIAN OF ERREGAL, CO. DERRY, HAD DONE A DEAL OF MISCHIEF BEFORE HE COULD BE CAUGHT, KILLED, AND BURIED. IT WAS NOT LONG BEFORE HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD, AND RESUMED HIS CRUELTIES. ONCE MORE SLAIN, HE MANAGED TO APPEAR AGAIN AT HIS WORK. A DRUID ADVISED FINN MAC CUMHAIL TO BURY THE FELLOW THE NEXT TIME HEAD DOWNWARD, WHICH EFFECTUALLY STOPPED HIS MAGIC AND HIS RESURRECTION POWERS. FINTAIN WAS ANOTHER HERO OF ANTIQUITY. WHEN THE DELUGE OCCURRED, HE MANAGED BY DRUIDIC ARTS TO ESCAPE. SUBSEQUENTLY, THROUGH THE AGES, HE MANIFESTED HIMSELF IN VARIOUS FORMS. THIS WAS, TO O'FLAHERTY, AN EVIDENCE THAT IRISH DRUIDS BELIEVED IN THE DOCTRINE OF METEMPSYCHOSIS. FINTAIN'S GRAVE IS STILL TO BE RECOGNIZED, THOUGH HE HAS MADE NO APPEARANCE ON EARTH SINCE THE DAYS OF KING DERMOT. IT IS NOT SAFE TO RUN COUNTER TO THE DRUIDS. WHEN KING CORMAC TURNED AGAINST THE CRAFT, MAELGENN INCITED THE SIABHRADH, AN EVIL SPIRIT, TO TAKE REVENGE. BY TURNING HIMSELF INTO A SALMON, HE SUCCEEDED IN CHOKING THE SOVEREIGN WITH ONE OF HIS BONES. IT WAS FRAECHAN, DRUID OF KING DIARMAID, WHO MADE THE WONDERFUL AIRBHI DRUADH, OR DRUIDICAL CHARM, THAT CAUSED THE DEATH OF THREE THOUSAND WARRIORS. A KING WAS ONCE PLAGUED BY A LOT OF BIRDS WHEREVER HE WENT. HE INQUIRED OF HIS DRUID BECNIA AS TO THE PLACE THEY CAME FROM. THE ANSWER WAS, "FROM THE EAST." THEN CAME THE ORDER--"BRING ME A TREE FROM EVERY WOOD IN IRELAND." THIS WAS TO GET THE RIGHT MATERIAL TO SERVE AS A CHARM. TREE AFTER TREE FAILED TO BE OF USE. ONLY THAT FROM THE WOOD OF FROSMUINE PRODUCED WHAT WAS REQUIRED FOR A CHARM. UPON THE DICHETAL, OR INCANTATION, BEING UTTERED, THE BIRDS VISITED THE KING NO MORE. IN THE BOOK OF LECAN IS THE STORY OF A MAN WHO UNDERWENT SOME REMARKABLE TRANSFORMATIONS. HE WAS FOR 300 YEARS A DEER, FOR 300 A WILD BOAR, FOR 300 A BIRD, AND FOR THE LIKE AGE A SALMON. IN THE LATTER STATE HE WAS CAUGHT, AND PARTLY EATEN BY THE QUEEN. THE EFFECT OF THIS REPAST WAS THE BIRTH OF TUAN MAC COIREALL, WHO TOLD THE STORY OF THE ANTEDILUVIAN COLONIZATION OF IRELAND. ONE DRUID, TROSDANE, HAD A BATH OF THE MILK OF THIRTY WHITE-FACED COWS, WHICH RENDERED HIS BODY INVULNERABLE TO POISONED ARROWS IN BATTLE. A DRUID ONCE SAID TO DATHI, "I HAVE CONSULTED THE CLOUDS OF THE MAN OF ERIN, AND FOUND THAT THOU WILT SOON RETURN TO TARA, AND WILT INVITE ALL THE PROVINCIAL KINGS AND CHIEFS OF ERIN TO THE GREAT FEAST OF TARA, AND THERE THOU SHALT DECIDE WITH THEM UPON MAKING AN EXPEDITION INTO ALBA, BRITAIN, AND FRANCE, FOLLOWING THE CONQUERING FOOTSTEPS OF THY GREAT-UNCLE NIALL." HE SUCCEEDED IN ALBA, BUT DIED IN GAUL. A BROTHER OF HIS BECAME A CONVERT TO ST. PATRICK. GRAINNE, THE HEROINE OF AN ELOPEMENT WITH THE BEAUTIFUL HERO DIARMUID, OR DERMOT, FELL INTO HER TROUBLE THROUGH DRUID NAMED DAIRE DUANACH MACMORNA. SHE WAS THE DAUGHTER OF KING CORMAC, WHOSE GRAVE IS STILL SHOWN AT TARA, BUT SHE WAS BETROTHED TO THE AGED, GIGANTIC SOVEREIGN FIONN THE FENIAN. AT THE BANQUET IN HONOR OF THE ALLIANCE, THE DRUID TOLD THE LADY THE NAMES AND QUALITIES THE CHIEFS ASSEMBLED, PARTICULARLY MENTIONING THE GRACEFUL DIARMUID. SHE WAS SMITTEN BY HIS CHARMS, PARTICULARLY A LOVE-MARK ON HIS SHOULDER, AND READILY AGREED TO BREAK HER PROMISED VOWS IN ORDER TO SHARE HIS COMPANY. WHEN SHE FLED WITH HIM, FIONN AND HIS SON PURSUED THE COUPLE, WHO WERE AIDED IN THEIR FLIGHT BY ANOTHER DRUID NAMED DIORRAING STYLED A SKILLFUL MAN OF SCIENCE. A FINE POEM--THE FATE OF THE SON OF USNACH--RELATE THE TRIALS OF DEIRDRI THE FAIR. DR. KEATING HAS THIS VERSION "CAFFA THE DRUID FOREBODED AND PROPHESIED FOR THE DAUGHTER (DEIRDRI, JUST BORN), THAT NUMEROUS MISCHIEFS AND LOSSES WOULD HAPPEN THE PROVINCE (ULSTER) ON HER ACCOUNT. UPON HEARING THIS, THE NOBLES PROPOSED TO PUT HER TO DEATH FORTH WITH. 'LET IT NOT BE DONE SO,' CRIED CONOR (KING), 'BUT I WILL TAKE HER WITH ME, AND SEND HER TO BE REARED, THAT SHE MAY BECOME MY OWN WIFE." IT WAS IN HER CLOSE RETREAT THAT SHE WAS SEEN AND LOVED BY NAISI, THE SON OF USNACH AND THIS BROUGHT ON A FEARFUL WAR BETWEEN ULSTER AND ALBA. THE BOOK OF LEINSTER HAS THE STORY OF ONE THAT LOVED THE QUEEN, WHO RETURNED THE COMPLIMENT, BUT WAS WATCHED TOO WELL TO MEET WITH HIM. HE, HOWEVER, AND HIS FOSTER BROTHER, WERE TURNED, BY A DRUIDIC SPELL, INTO TWO BEAUTIFUL BIRDS, AND SO GAINED AN ENTRANCE TO THE LADY'S BOWER MAKING THEIR ESCAPE AGAIN BY A BIRD TRANSFORMATION. THE KING HAD SOME SUSPICION, AND ASKED HIS DRUID TO FIND OUT THE SECRET. THE NEXT TIME THE BIRDS FLEW, THE KING HAD HIS WATCH; AND, AS SOON AS THEY RESUMED THEIR HUMAN APPEARANCE, HE SET UPON THEM AND KILLED BOTH. THE BOOK OF LEINSTER RECORDS SEVERAL CASES OF DRUIDS TAKING OPPOSITE SIDES IN BATTLE. IT WAS GREEK MEETING GREEK. THE NORTHERN DRUIDS PLAGUED THE SOUTHERN MEN BY DRYING UP THE WELLS; BUT MOG RUTH, OF THE SOUTH, DROVE A SILVER TUBE INTO THE GROUND, AND A SPRING BURST FORTH. CIOTHRUE MADE A FIRE, AND SAID A CHARM WITH HIS MOUNTAIN-ASH STICK, WHEN A BLACK CLOUD SENT DOWN A SHOWER OF BLOOD. NOTHING DAUNTED, THE OTHER DRUID, MOG RUTH, TRANSFORMED THREE NOISY NORTHERN DRUIDS INTO STONES. SPIRITUALISM, AS APPEARS BY THE BANQUET OF DUN NA N-GEDH, WAS USED THUS: "THIS IS THE WAY IT IS TO BE DONE. THE POET CHEWS A PIECE OF THE FLESH OF A RED PIG, OR OF A DOG OR CAT, AND BRINGS IT AFTERWARDS ON A FLAG BEHIND THE DOOR, AND CHANTS AN INCANTATION UPON IT, AND OFFERS IT TO IDOL GODS; AND HIS IDOL GODS ARE BROUGHT TO HIM, BUT HE FINDS THEM NOT ON THE MORROW. AND HE PRONOUNCES INCANTATIONS ON HIS TWO PALMS; AND HIS IDOL GODS ARE ALSO BROUGHT TO HIM, IN ORDER THAT HIS SLEEP MAY NOT BE INTERRUPTED. AND HE LAYS HIS TWO PALMS ON HIS TWO CHEEKS, AND THUS FALLS ASLEEP. AND HE IS WATCHED IN ORDER THAT NO ONE MAY DISTURB OR INTERRUPT HIM, UNTIL EVERYTHING ABOUT WHICH HE IS ENGAGED IS REVEALED TO HIM, WHICH MAY BE A MINUTE, OR TWO, OR THREE, OR AS LONG AS THE CEREMONY REQUIRES--ONE PALM OVER THE OTHER ACROSS HIS CHEEKS." THE AUTHOR OF THE GOLDEN BOUGH, J. G. FRAZER, JUDICIOUSLY REMINDS US THAT "THE SUPERSTITIOUS BELIEFS AND PRACTICES, WHICH HAVE BEEN HANDED DOWN BY WORD OF MOUTH, ARE GENERALLY OF A FAR MORE ARCHAIC TYPE THAN THE RELIGIONS DEPICTED IN THE MOST ANCIENT LITERATURE OF THE ARYAN RACE." A CAREFUL READING OF THE CHAPTER ON THE "SUPERSTITIONS OF THE IRISH" WOULD BE CONVINCING ON THAT POINT. AMONG ANCIENT SUPERSTITIONS OF THE IRISH THERE WAS SOME RELATION TO THE SACRED COW, REMINDING ONE OF INDIA, OR EVEN OF THE EGYPTIAN WORSHIP OF APIS. THE OSSIANIC TRANSACTIONS REFER TO THIS PECULIARITY. THERE WAS THE CELEBRATED GLAS GAIBHNE, OR GREY COW OF THE SMITH OF THE MAGICAL TUATHS. THIS SERVICEABLE ANIMAL SUPPLIED A LARGE FAMILY AND A HOST OF SERVANTS. THE FOMORIANS ENVIED THE POSSESSOR, AND THEIR LEADER STOLE HER. THE CAPTIVE CONTINUED HER BENEFICENT GIFTS FOR MANY GENERATIONS. HER ANCIENT CAMPS ARE STILL REMEMBERED BY THE PEASANTRY. ANOTHER STORY IS OF KING DIARMUID MAC CEARBHAIL, HALF A DRUID AND HALF A CHRISTIAN, WHO KILLED HIS SON FOR DESTROYING A SACRED COW. BUT OWEN CONNELAN HAS A TRANSLATION OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE GREAT BARDIC INSTITUTE, WHICH CONTAINS THE NARRATIVE OF A COW, WHICH SUPPLIED AT TUAIM-DAGHUALAN THE DAILY WANTS OF NINE SCORE NUNS; THESE LADIES MUST HAVE BEEN DRUIDESSES, THE WORD CAILLACH MEANING EQUALLY NUNS AND DRUIDESSES. AS W. HACKETT REMARKS, "THE PROBABILITY IS THAT THEY WERE PAGAN DRUIDESSES, AND THAT THE COWS WERE LIVING IDOLS LIKE APIS, OR IN SOME SENSE CONSIDERED SACRED ANIMALS." ONE POINTS OUT THE USEFULNESS OF THE IRISH DRUIDS IN A DAY WHEN ENCHANTMENTS PREVAILED. ETAIN, WIFE OF EOCHAID, WAS CARRIED OFF BY MIDER THROUGH THE ROOF, AND TWO SWANS WERE SEEN IN THE AIR ABOVE TARA, JOINED TOGETHER BY A GOLDEN YOKE. HOWEVER, THE HUSBAND MANAGED TO RECOVER HIS STOLEN PROPERTY BY THE AID OF THE MIGHTY SPELL OF HIS DRUID.
NEO-DRUIDISM.
EDWARD DAVIES, AUTHOR OF MYTHOLOGY AND RITES OF BRITISH DRUIDS, WAS ONE OF THOSE WHO, WITH JOB MORGANWG, REGARDED THE ARKITE THEORY AS HAVING ITS FOUNDATION IN GENESIS. BUT, AS PROFESSOR RHYS SAYS, "WHEN ONE TURNS TO DAVIES'S AUTHORITIES FOR HIS UNHESITATING STATEMENTS OF THE KIND, NO DOUBT ONE IS A LITTLE DISMAYED AT FIRST, AND NOT A LITTLE INCLINED TO DOUBT HIM ALTOGETHER, AND, IN DISPOSING OF HIS HELIO-ARKITE ABSURDITY, DISPOSE OF THE DRUIDS WITH THEM." THE MODERN DRUIDISM, OR BARDISM, ABOUT WHICH A FEW YEARS AGO THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE EXCITEMENT IN WALES, MUST NOT BE CONFOUNDED WITH THE DRUIDISM OF MYFYR AND MORIEN, WHO SOUGHT THE REVIVAL OF WHAT WAS DECLARED BY OTHERS TO BE A MYSTICAL PAGANISM. THE BARDISM OF THIS CENTURY, BROUGHT FORWARD BY WELSH CLERGYMEN, LIKE AB ITHEL, WAS FOUNDED UPON THE SO-CALLED WELSH TRIADS OF THE MIDDLE AGES, WHICH WERE INTERPRETED IN A QUASI CHRISTIAN LIGHT, AND PRESUMED TO HAVE BEEN THE RELICS OF THE SCRIPTURAL PATRIARCHAL SYSTEM. THE REV. JOHN WILLIAMS WAS, PERHAPS, THE BEST EXPONENT OF BARDISM, THOUGH ALL ITS ADVOCATES RECOGNIZED IN IT THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IDEAS OF THIS CENTURY, AND YET HARDLY OF THE HIGH CHURCH ORDER. THE PATRIARCHAL RELIGION OF BRITAIN, BY THE REV. DR. JAMES, MADE MANY CONVERTS TO THE SYSTEM. BUT THE CEREMONIES ASSOCIATED WITH IT HAVE SOMETHING OF THE MASONIC CHARACTER. THIS IS THE SUMMARY OF THE BARDO-DRUIDIC CREED: THERE WAS ONE GOD. THERE WERE FIVE ELEMENTS--EARTH, WATER, FIRE, AIR, AND HEAVENS. THE SOUL--REFINED, VITAL, AND IMPERISHABLE--IS A LAPSED INTELLIGENCE, REGAINING HAPPINESS BY TRANSMIGRATION. CREATION IMPROVED AS MAN IMPROVED, AND ANIMALS GRADUALLY BECAME MEN. MAN DEVELOPS BY EXPERIENCE IN DIFFERENT STATES OF BEING. CELESTIAL BEINGS AID MAN IN DEVELOPMENT. ULTIMATELY ALL WILL BE HAPPY, AND EVIL FINALLY EXTINGUISHED. ALL THESE VIEWS WERE GATHERED FROM THE SAID TRIADS, THOUGH REGARDED BY MANY PIOUS WELSHMEN AS TEACHING OPPOSED TO CHRISTIANITY. MORIEN'S READING OF THE TRIADS IS SOMETHING VERY DIFFERENT; FOR THE LIGHT OF BRITANNIA HAS NO BARDO-DRUIDIC CREED.
DRUIDICAL BELIEF.
IMMORTALITY WAS ADJUDGED TO BE A DRUIDIC CREED. THE INVERNESS GAELIC SOCIETY'S JOURNAL HAS THIS AFFIRMATION: "THEY LOOKED FOR AN IMMORTALITY MORE SUBSTANTIAL THAN THE REWARDS OF FAME, IN A HEROIC STATE IN THE FAR-OFF SPIRIT LAND, TO WHICH THE BARDS, IT WOULD APPEAR, ISSUED THE PASSPORT --THERE LAY THE REALMS OF MYSTERY." BEYOND THAT, HOWEVER, WAS "THE ROOFLESS HOUSE OF LASTING DOOM," TO WHICH ILLUSTRIOUS SPIRITS EVENTUALLY PASSED. AS A SKYE TALE IMPLIES, THERE WAS A HAPPIER REGION IN THE BEYOND, FROM WHICH THERE WAS NO RETURN. THE GHOSTS, THAT APPEARED, CAME, AS THEY ARE SAID BY SPIRITUALISTS OF OUR DAY STILL TO COME, FROM A SORT OF PLEASANT PURGATORY, WHERE THEY ENJOYED AWHILE A FREE AND EASY CONDITION OF EXISTENCE. AMMIANUS MARCELLINUS RECORDED: "THE DRUIDS, WHO UNITED IN A SOCIETY, OCCUPIED THEMSELVES WITH PROFOUND AND SUBLIME QUESTIONS, RAISED THEMSELVES ABOVE HUMAN AFFAIRS, AND SUSTAINED THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL." ON THE OTHER HAND, ARCHBISHOP WHATELY, AND MANY MORE, MAINTAINED THAT THERE WAS NO PROOF OF IMMORTALITY INDEPENDENT OF REVELATION. THIS IDEA OF LIFE HAD, HOWEVER, A PECULIAR CONNECTION WITH PRE-EXISTENCE AND TRANSMIGRATION. THUS, GEORGE ELIOT REFERS TO THEIR FINDING "NEW BODIES, ANIMATING THEM IN A QUAINT AND GHASTLY WAY WITH ANTIQUE SOULS." SO, WORDSWORTH "OUR LIFE'S STAR HATH HAD ELSEWHERE ITS SETTING, AND COMETH FROM FAR." THE SOUL DESCENDED INTO THE WOMB OF NATURE TO BE RE-BORN IN ANOTHER BODY. CÆSAR ASCERTAINED THAT DRUIDS "ARE ANXIOUS TO HAVE IT BELIEVED THAT SOULS DO NOT DIE, BUT AFTER DEATH PASS FROM ONE TO ANOTHER." TROYON FANCIED MEN OF THE STONE AGE ACCEPTED REINCARNATION; SINCE THEY BURIED THEIR DEAD CROUCHING, TO IMITATE THE BABE IN THE WOMB. LORD BROUGHAM ASSERTED THAT THE ANCIENTS "ALL BELIEVED IN THE SOUL'S PRE-EXISTENCE." THEOSOPHISTS HOLD THAT DRUIDS RECOGNIZED THE KARMIC LAND. MORMONS SHARE THE LIKE FAITH. MORIEN REFERS TO SOULS WAITING IN THE SEA OF ANNWN, TO BE CALLED UP TO INHABIT NEW BODIES. TALIESIN SANG, "MY ORIGINAL COUNTRY IS THE LAND OF CHERUBIM." WHAT SAID THE IRISH UPON IMMORTALITY? THEIR WORD NULLOG, NEWBEILY, IMPLIED REGENERATION. THEIR MANY TALES OF TRANSMIGRATION, OR LIFE UNDER VARIED CONDITIONS, ARE WELL KNOWN. AN OLD MS. HAS THIS OF A GHOST "FIONN NEVER SLEPT A CALM SLEEP FROM THAT NIGHT TO THE DAY OF HIS DEATH." THIS, SAYS O'KEARNEY, "IS A POETICAL LICENSE, AND EVIDENTLY REFERS TO THE TIME WHEN THE SPIRIT OF FIONN, ACCORDING TO THE DRUIDIC DOCTRINE OF THE TRANSMIGRATION OF SOULS, SHOULD ASSUME MORTALITY IN SOME OTHER SHAPE AND CHARACTER, AND REVISIT THE EARTH." THE SAME AUTHOR--NOTING THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN ST. PATRICK AND OISIN THE FENIAN, WHO HAD BEEN THREE HUNDRED YEARS IN THE LAND OF YOUTH--OBSERVES, "IT IS DOUBTFUL IF ST. PATRICK EVER SAW THE REAL OISIN, BUT ONLY SOME DRUID OR OLD SEANCHAIDHE WHO BELIEVED HIMSELF TO BE OISIN REVIVED." DONALD ROSS, TAKING THE CREED OF THE OLD SCOTS, SAID, "THEY HELD A MODIFIED FORM OF PYTHAGOREAN METEMPSYCHOSIS; FOR THE SOUL IS REPRESENTED AS EMIGRATING INTO THE LOWER ANIMALS, AND EVEN INTO TREES, STONES, AND OTHER INANIMATE OBJECTS." TWO VERSIONS ARE GIVEN OF THE LIVES OF TUAN MAC COIREALL ONE, THAT HE LIVED 100 YEARS AS A MAN, 300 AS A DEER, 300 AS A BOAR, 300 AS A BIRD, AND 300 AS A SALMON; THE OTHER WAS, THAT HE WAS ZOO YEARS A MAN, 20 A HOG, 30 A STAG, 100 AN EAGLE, AND 30 A FISH. TO THIS DAY BUTTERFLIES ARE SPOKEN OF AS SOULS OF SOME DECEASED PERSONS. DR. A. G. RICHEY, Q. C., WHEN QUOTING FROM PRE-CHRISTIAN MSS., IS CAREFUL TO INTIMATE THAT THEY WERE "NOT MORE HISTORICALLY CREDIBLE OR USEFUL THAN THE HELLENIC--THE TAIN BO THAN THE ILIAD." HE GIVES THE WONDERFUL ADVENTURES OF FINTAN, WHO PASSED THROUGH MANY LIVES ON EARTH, AND APPEARED TO ST. PATRICK. HE WAS FOR A YEAR BENEATH THE WATERS OF THE DELUGE, BUT IN A FAST SLEEP. A COUPLE OF VERSES OF THE POEM WILL SUFFICE. "I WAS THEN IN IRELAND, PLEASANT WAS MY CONDITION WHEN PARTHOLON ARRIVED FROM THE GRECIAN COUNTRY IN THE EAST. AFTER THAT THE TUATHA DE ARRIVED, CONCEALED IN THEIR DARK CLOUDS; I ATE MY FOOD WITH THEM, ALTHOUGH AT SUCH A REMOTE PERIOD." DR. H. WADDELL, DEALING WITH THE DRUIDS, POINTS OUT--"PURIFICATION BY FIRE FOR BODY AND SOUL, AND ASSIMILATION THEREBY TO THE PUREST ESSENCE OF THE UNIVERSE, WERE THE FUNDAMENTAL IDEAS OF THEIR CREED--THE INFALLIBLE MEANS OF THE HIGHEST AND MOST ACCEPTABLE APOTHEOSIS." RHYS REMARKS--"THAT THEY BELIEVED IN A DOMINANT FAITH AND TRANSMIGRATION IS PRETTY CERTAIN." "IRISH TRANSMIGRATION," REMARKS O'BEIRNE CROWE, "MEANS THE SOUL'S PASSING FROM MAN INTO OTHER ANIMALS--MAN AND ALL SUBORDINATE ANIMALS INCLUDED. THIS IS IRISH TRANSMIGRATION, CALLED BY THE GREEKS, TRANSFORMATION OF ONE BODY INTO ANOTHER, WHILE THE GAULISH IS TRANSMIGRATION OF A SOUL INTO THE BODY OF ANOTHER HUMAN BEING." HE ADDS--"BUT IS THIS TRANSFORMATION A DRUIDIC DOCTRINE? MOST CERTAINLY NOT; IT IS PURELY PYTHAGOREAN, AND MUST HAVE FOR MANY CENTURIES PRECEDED DRUIDISM IN THIS STRANGE LAND OF OURS." THE REVIVAL OF REINCARNATION, BY MADAME BLAVATSKY, AND THE THEOSOPHISTS UNDER THE ELOQUENT MRS. BESANT, SHOWS THE PERSISTENCY OF THE IDEA THAT SO ENTRANCED THE SEMI-CIVILIZED IRISH LONG AGO, AND SEEMED SO SATISFACTORY A WAY TO ACCOUNT FOR THE EXISTENCE OF MAN AFTER DEATH. TRANSMIGRATION BEING FOUND IN IRELAND, HAS LED SOME TO ASSERT THEIR CONVICTION THAT BUDDHIST MISSIONARIES CONVEYED IT THITHER. THE SOC. DES ANTIQUIAIRES DE FRANCE HAD AN ARTICLE, FROM THE PEN OF COQUEBERT-MONTBRET, ADVANCING THIS OPINION, RELYING UPON THE KNOWN ARDOR AND EXTENSIVE PROSELYTISM OF EARLY BUDDHIST MISSIONARIES. HE KNOWS THE IRISH DEITY BUDD OR BUDWAS, AND ASKS IF THAT BE NOT BUDDHA. IN THE HEBRIDES, SPIRITS ARE CALLED BODUCHS, AND THE SAME WORD IS APPLIED TO ALL HEADS OF FAMILIES, AS THE MASTER. THE DRUIDS WERE, SAYS ONE, ONLY AN ORDER OF EASTERN PRIESTS, LOCATED IN BRITAIN, ADORING BUDDWAS. THE ST. GERMAIN MUSEUM HAS, IN ITS GAULISH DEPARTMENT, AN ALTAR, ON WHICH IS REPRESENTED A GOD WITH THE LEGS CROSSED AFTER THE MANNER OF THE INDIAN BUDDHA. THAT RELIC IS THE FOURTH OF THE KIND FOUND IN FRANCE. ANDERSON SMITH, IN HIS LEWISIANA, WRITES RELUCTANTLY--"WE MUST ACCEPT THE POSSIBILITY OF A BUDDHIST RACE PASSING NORTH FROM IRELAND." THIS MEANS, THAT IRELAND IS TO BE REGARDED AS THE SOURCE OF SO MANY BUDDHIST SIGNIFICATIONS WHICH ARE DISCOVERED ON THE WEST OF SCOTLAND, AND IN THE HEBRIDES. IT HAS BEEN GENERALLY ACCEPTED THAT DRUIDISM WAS CELTIC IN ORIGIN AND PRACTICE, BECAUSE CÆSAR FOUND IT IN GAUL AND BRITAIN. BUT HE RECORDS THREE RACES IN GAUL ITSELF--THE CELTIC, THE GERMAN, AND THE AQUITANI. THE BRITONS WERE, TO HIM, BELGÆ, OR OF GERMAN CONNECTION. HE KNEW NOTHING OF IRELAND OR WALES, IN WHICH TWO COUNTRIES HE WOULD HAVE SEEN THE FELLOWS OF HIS AQUITANI, A DARKER PEOPLE THAN EITHER CELT OR GERMAN. PROF. RHYS, ONE OF HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES, WAS JUSTIFIED IN THINKING THAT DRUIDISM WAS "PROBABLY TO BE TRACED TO THE RACE OR RACES WHICH PRECEDED THE CELTS IN THEIR POSSESSION OF THE BRITISH ISLES." THE IBERIANS, WITH DARK EYES AND HAIR, BELONG TO THESE ISLES, AS WELL AS IN NORTH-WEST AND SOUTH-WEST GERMANY. IN BRITTANY, AS IN WALES, TO THIS DAY, THE IBERIAN AND CELT MAY BE SEEN SIDE BY SIDE. A DISCUSSION HAS ARISEN IN FRENCH SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS TO THE APPARENTLY DIFFERENT VIEWS OF DRUIDISM IN WRITINGS ATTRIBUTED TO PYTHAGORAS AND TO CÆSAR. HERMAND POINTED OUT THEIR CONTRADICTION. LAMARIOUZE REMARKED--"ONE SAYS THERE WERE IN ALL CELTIC LANDS NEITHER TEMPLES STATUES; THE OTHER, ON THE CONTRARY, WOULD DECLARE HE HAD FOUND THE WORSHIP OF ROMAN DIVINITIES, AND CONSEQUENTLY TEMPLES, STATUES, IMAGES." PYTHAGORAS WAS TOLD BY A DRUID THAT HE BELIEVED "IN ONE DIVINITY ALONE, WHO IS EVERYWHERE SINCE HE IS IN ALL." LAMARIOUZE FAILED TO SEE ANY DECIDED DIFFERENCE IN TWO AUTHORITIES, SAVING THE MODIFICATION OCCASIONED BY ROMAN DOMINATION. HE SAW IN ONE OF THE CONSTITUENTS AND PRINCIPLES OF THE GAULISH RELIGION THE PROSCRIPTION TEMPLES AND IDOLS, RECALLING THE WELL-KNOWN FACT OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE OF DELPHI BY THE SAME PEOPLE. HE POINTS OUT THAT CÆSAR SPOKE OF A LIKENESS TO ROMAN IDOLS, NOT THE IDOLS THEMSELVES, ESPECIALLY IN THE RELATION SO MANY OF MERCURY. OF THE GAULISH DRUIDS, LAMARIOUZE SAID--"BESIDES THE PURELY SPIRITUAL BELIEFS, THEY PERMITTED A MATERIAL WORSHIP FOR THE PEOPLE. THEY PERMITTED THE ADORATION OF GOD THAT WHICH THE ANCIENTS NAMED THE ELEMENTS." SOME HOLD THAT THE DRUIDS WERE EITHER STRANGERS FROM AFAR, OR AN ESOTERIC BODY OF THE LEARNED, WHO PERMITTED THE VULGAR TO INDULGE THEIR HEATHENISH PRACTICES, WHILE THEY THEMSELVES MAINTAINED LOFTIER CONCEPTIONS. THE EARLY CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES SEEMED TO HAVE ADOPTED A LIKE POLICY IN ALLOWING THEIR CONVERTS CONSIDERABLE LIBERTY, ESPECIALLY IF SAFE-GUARDED BY A CHANGE OF NAMES IN THEIR IMAGES. FOR INSTANCE, AS FOSBROKE'S BRITISH MONARCHISM SAYS, "BRITISH CHURCHES, FROM POLICY, WERE FOUNDED UPON THE SITE OF DRUIDICAL TEMPLES." THE THREE RAYS OF THE DRUIDS, THREE YODS, FLEUR-DE-LIS, BROAD ARROW, OR OTHERWISE NAMED, MAY HAVE REPRESENTED LIGHT FROM HEAVEN, OR THE MALE ATTRIBUTES, IN THE DESCENDING WAY, AND FEMALE ONES WHEN IN THE REVERSED POSITION. THEY MAY HAVE BEEN BUDDHIST, OR EVEN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN--AND MAY HAVE SYMBOLIZED DIFFERENT SENTIMENTS AT DIFFERENT TIMES, OR IN DIFFERENT LANDS. AS DRUIDS, LIKE OTHER CLOSE BODIES, WROTE NOTHING, WE DEPEND UPON OUTSIDE PAGANS, AND CHRISTIAN TEACHERS, FOR WHAT WE KNOW OF THEIR DOCTRINES. DOUBTLESS, AS MANY SPANISH JEWS KEPT SECRETLY THEIR OLD FAITH AFTER THE ENFORCED ADOPTION OF CHRISTIANITY, SO MAY SOME IRISH MONKS HAVE PARTLY RETAINED THEIRS, AND EVEN REVEALED IT, UNDER A GUISE, IN THEIR WRITINGS, SINCE ECCLESIASTICAL AUTHORITY SHOWS THAT DRUIDISM WAS NOT WHOLLY EXTINCT IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY. WHILE SOME AUTHORITIES IMAGINED THE DRUIDS PRECEDED THE ORDINARY POLYTHEISTIC RELIGION, OTHERS TAUGHT THAT THEY INTRODUCED PANTHEISM. AMÉDÉE THIERRY, IN HISTOIRE DES GAULOIS, FOUND IT BASED ON PANTHEISM, MATERIAL, METAPHYSICAL, MYSTERIOUS, SACERDOTAL, OFFERING THE MOST STRIKING LIKENESS TO THE RELIGIONS OF THE EAST. HE DISCOVERED NO HISTORIC LIGHT AS TO HOW THE CYMRY ACQUIRED THIS RELIGION, NOR WHY IT RESEMBLED THE PANTHEISM OF THE EAST, UNLESS THROUGH THEIR EARLY SOJOURN ON THE BORDERS OF ASIA. "THE EMPIRE OF DRUIDISM," SAYS HE, "DID NOT DESTROY THE RELIGION OF EXTERIOR NATURE, WHICH HAD PRECEDED IT. ALL LEARNED AND MYSTERIOUS RELIGIONS TOLERATE AN UNDER-CURRENT OF GROSS FETISHISM TO OCCUPY AND NOURISH THE SUPERSTITION OF THE MULTITUDE." AGAIN, HE WRITES--"BUT IN THE EAST AND SOUTH OF GAUL, WHERE DRUIDISM HAD NOT BEEN IMPOSED AT THE POINT OF THE SWORD, ALTHOUGH IT HAD BECOME THE PREVAILING FORM OF WORSHIP, THE ANCIENT RELIGION PRESERVED MORE INDEPENDENCE, EVEN UNDER THE MINISTRY OF THE DRUIDS, WHO MADE THEMSELVES ITS PRIESTS. IT CONTINUED TO BE CULTIVATED, IF I MAY USE THE WORD, FOLLOWING THE MARCH OF CIVILIZATION AND PUBLIC INTELLIGENCE, ROSE GRADUALLY FROM FETISHISM TO RELIGIOUS CONCEPTIONS MORE AND MORE PURIFIED." WAS IT IN THIS WAY THAT DRUIDS FOUND THEIR WAY TO BRITAIN AND IRELAND? CÆSAR, WHO SAW NOTHING OF THE RELIGION AMONG THESE ISLANDS, WAS TOLD THAT HERE WAS THE HIGH SEAT OF DRUIDISM. HIS OBSERVATIONS ON RELIGION WERE NOT SO KEEN AS THOSE ON THE ART OF WAR. THIERRY REGARDED DRUIDISM AS AN IMPORTED FAITH INTO GAUL, AND PARTLY BY MEANS OF FORCE. STRABO HEARD THAT DRUIDS SPOKE GREEK. TACITUS MAY SAY OUR RUDE ANCESTORS WORSHIPPED CASTOR AND POLLUX; BUT AGRICOLA, WHO DESTROYED DRUIDS IN MONA, FOUND NO IMAGES IN THE WOODS. BAECKER REMARKED THAT "THE CELTIC HISTORY LABORS UNDER SUCH INSUPERABLE OBSCURITY AND INCERTITUDE, THAT WE CANNOT PREMISE ANYTHING ABOVE A SMALL DEGREE OF VERISIMILITUDE." AND IRELAND'S MIRROR VENTURED TO WRITE--"ON NO SUBJECT HAS FANCY ROAMED WITH MORE LICENTIOUS INDULGENCE THAN ON THAT OF THE DRUIDS AND THEIR INSTITUTIONS. THOUGH SUNK IN THE GROSSEST IGNORANCE AND BARBARISM, THEIR ADMIRERS HAVE FOUND THEM, IN THE DARK RECESSES OF FORESTS, SECLUDED FROM MANKIND, AND ALMOST FROM DAY, CULTIVATING THE ABSTRUSEST SCIENCES, AND PENETRATING THE SUBLIMEST MYSTERIES OF NATURE--AND ALL THIS WITHOUT THE AID OF LETTERS OR OF EXPERIMENTS." THIS IS NOT THE OPINION OF SOME MODERN DEVOTEES OF DRUIDISM IN THESE ISLANDS, WHO IMAGINE, UNDER DRUIDIC CONTROL, THE EXISTENCE OF A PRIMAL AND EXALTED CIVILIZATION. O'CURRY THOUGHT IT PROBABLE "THAT THE EUROPEAN DRUIDICAL SYSTEM WAS BUT THE OFFSPRING OF THE EASTERN AUGURY, SOMEWHAT LESS COMPLETE WHEN TRANSPLANTED TO A NEW SOIL."
DRUIDICAL MYSTICISM.
HOWEVER ORTHODOX THE IRISH OF THE PRESENT DAY MAY BE ESTEEMED, THERE MUST HAVE BEEN A FAIR AMOUNT OF MYSTICISM IN THE PAST AMONGST SO IMAGINATIVE A RACE. PERHAPS THIS QUALITY BROUGHT THEM INTO SOME DISREPUTE WITH THE CHURCH, DOWN TO THE TIME WHEN THE POPE GAVE THEIR COUNTRY TO THE NORMAN KING OF ENGLAND, IN ORDER TO BRING THE PEOPLE INTO MORE CONSISTENT FAITH. EVEN ST. BERNARD, IN HIS LIFE OF MALACHY, REFERRED TO THE IRISH AS "PAGANS, WHILE CALLING THEMSELVES CHRISTIANS." JOHN SCOTUS ERIGENA, THE LEARNED IRISHMAN OF THE NINTH CENTURY, WAS CERTAINLY MYSTICAL IN HIS VIEWS. HE SPOKE OF GOD AS THE ESSENCE OF ALL THINGS; OF THE DIVINE DARK AND SUPREME NOTHING; OF CREATION BEING ONLY AN ETERNAL SELF-UNFOLDING OF THE DIVINE NATURE; OF ALL THINGS RESOLVED OR SELF-DRAWN TO GOD; OF TIME AND SPACE, OF MODES OF CONCEPTION OF THE PRESENT STATE. GOULD'S HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY REFERS TO THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE DRUIDS AND FREEMASONS. THE PAPAL BULL OF 1751 AGAINST THE LATTER MIGHT HAVE BEEN APPLIED TO THE FORMER: "THE STRICT BOND OF SECRECY--THE OATH TO KEEP SECRET--AT VARIANCE WITH CIVIL AND CANON LAW--OF ILL REPUTE AMONGST WISE AND GOOD MEN." CLEMENT XII. WAS FOLLOWED IN HIS CONDEMNATION OF FREEMASONS BY BENEDICT XIV. THE ZOHAR OF THE KABBALA TAUGHT THAT THE "NARRATIVE OF THE DOCTRINE WAS ITS CLOAK--THE SIMPLE LOOK ONLY AT THE GARMENT." CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA WROTE, "THE MYSTERIES OF THE FAITH ARE NOT TO BE DIVULGED TO ALL. IT IS REQUISITE TO HIDE IN A MYSTERY THE WISDOM SPOKEN." EVEN AUGUSTINE ADMITTED THAT WHAT "IS NOW CALLED THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION REALLY WAS KNOWN TO THE ANCIENTS." DRUIDISM MAY, THEREFORE, HAVE HAD ITS SECRETS. IT IS WELL TO RECOLLECT, AS PROFESSOR RHYS POINTS OUT, THAT "WHAT MAY SEEM TO ONE GENERATION OF MEN A MERE MATTER OF MYTHOLOGY, IS FREQUENTLY FOUND TO HAVE BELONGED TO THE SERIOUS THEOLOGY OF A PREVIOUS ONE;" AND THAT "EARLY MAN IS NOT BENEATH CONTEMPT, ESPECIALLY WHEN HE PROVES TO HAVE HAD WITHIN HIM THE MAKINGS OF A GREAT RACE, WITH ITS HIGHEST NOTIONS OF DUTY AND RIGHT." NO ONE CAN DENY THAT WALES--SOMEHOW OR OTHER, AT A CERTAIN PERIOD, ASSUREDLY LONG AFTER THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CHRISTIANITY IN THESE ISLANDS, AND SUSPECTED BY MANY, FROM PHILOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS, TO HAVE BEEN ABOUT THE TWELFTH CENTURY--RECEIVED A FLOOD OF MYSTICAL LEARNING, CONVEYED IN WELSH TRIADS OF GREAT BEAUTY, BUT GREAT OBSCURITY. THIS MYSTICAL LEARNING, CONVEYED IN A CHRISTIAN GUISE, IS ASSERTED TO BE A RE-STATEMENT, IN REFINED SYMBOLISM, OF THOSE ANCIENT CREEDS, AND ASSOCIATED WITH IDEAS DRAWN FROM MEGALITHIC MONUMENTS, AS CROMLECHS AND CIRCLES. THE IRISH LITERATURE OF THE SAME PERIOD IN THE MIDDLE AGES, THOUGH LESS TINCTURED THAN THE WELSH WITH THE MEDIEVAL MYSTICISM, IS NOT WITHOUT A TRACE OF IT. ENGLAND, JUDGING FROM THE SUDDEN ADMIXTURE OF RELIGIOUS SYMBOLS, PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN IN THE CHURCHES OF THAT SAME ERA, WAS LIKEWISE AFFECTED. FRENCH LITERATURE SHARES THE SAME SUSPICION, BRITTANY IN PARTICULAR, AND ESPECIALLY IN CONNECTION WITH THE MYTHS OF ARTHUR, AND THE QUEST OF THE HOLY GRAIL. MORIEN IS RIGHT IN PLACING THIS FRENCH DEVELOPMENT OF PAGAN MYSTICISM ALONGSIDE THAT OF HIS WELSH. THE EARLY LIVES OF ST. PATRICK, CONTAINING MANY FOOLISH STORIES OF DRUIDS, OF RAISING THE DEAD, AND STRIKING DEAD THE OPPONENTS OF THE SAINT, HAVE NO REFERENCE TO THIS ORIENTAL MYSTICISM; BUT THE LATTER APPEARS IN LATER LIVES OF THE IRISH AND WELSH SAINTS. WHENCE CAME THIS OCCULTISM INTO THE CHURCH? THE INTRODUCTION OF IT MAY BE LARGELY ATTRIBUTED TO THE TEMPLARS. THEY WERE ACCUSED OF MAGIC, AND LOST EVERYTHING THEREBY. AS STUDENTS, NOT LESS THAN FIGHTING MONKS, THEY LEARNED MUCH OF ORIENTAL MYSTICISM, AND MAY HAVE BEEN A PROMINENT MEANS OF INTRODUCING ANCIENT HERESIES INTO BRITAIN AND FRANCE. THEIR DESTRUCTION FROM THE ORTHODOX POINT OF VIEW WAS JUSTIFIED. NO ONE CAN LOOK AT THAT SYMBOL IN THE ROOF OF LONDON TEMPLE CHURCH, AND ON ENGLISH CHURCH BANNERS ELSEWHERE, WITHOUT RECOGNIZING THE HEATHENISM SO CONSPICUOUS IN WELSH DRUIDISM. BUT WHY THIS EASTERN PHILOSOPHY SHOULD FIND A SPECIAL RETREAT IN THE TRIADS OF MEDIÆVAL WALES IS BY NO MEANS CLEAR. IT IS, HOWEVER, A SINGULAR FACT THAT THE INTRODUCTION OF THIS MYSTICISM APPEARED ALMOST SIMULTANEOUSLY IN THE SUFUISM OF PERSIAN MAHOMETANISM, AS EXHIBITED IN THE POEMS OF HAFIZ, SADI, &C., AND IS STILL TO BE FOUND IN THE SECT OF THE DANCING DERVISHES. DID IT REACH WALES THROUGH SPAIN AND FRANCE? THERE IS LITTLE OR NO EVIDENCE OF GNOSTICISM--SO FULL OF MORE ANCIENT AND PAGAN SYMBOLISM--PENETRATING TO THE BRITISH ISLES; THOUGH THE LATER DEVELOPMENT OF THE MIDDLE AGES ABOUNDED IN GNOSTIC IDEAS. AS THIS PECULIARITY WOULD APPEAR TO HAVE ENTERED WALES IN THE EARLY NORMAN PERIOD, DURING THE CRUSADES, WHY WAS IT NOT EVIDENCED IN IRELAND? DID THE NORMAN CONQUERORS, WHO BECAME MORE IRISHY THAN THE IRISH, FROM THEIR DEVOTION TO THE IRISH BREHON LAW, WHICH GAVE CHIEFS SO MUCH POWER AND PROPERTY, DECLINE TO PATRONIZE THEREIN THE NEW LEARNING? THE IRISH KING OF ULSTER, MONGÂN, RECOLLECTED HIS FIRST LIFE AS FIND, THOUGH TWO CENTURIES BEFORE. TUAN WAS TWICE BORN AS A MAN. "THE IDEA," SAYS JUBAINVILLE, "THAT A SOUL COULD IN THIS WORLD RE-CLOTHE SUCCESSIVELY SEVERAL DIFFERENT PHYSICAL FORMS, WAS A NATURAL CONSEQUENCE OF A CELTIC DOCTRINE WELL KNOWN IN ANTIQUITY. THIS DOCTRINE IS THAT THE DECEASED WHO HAVE LEFT IN THE TOMB THEIR BODY DEPRIVED OF LIFE, FIND IN EXCHANGE A LIVING BODY IN THE MYSTERIOUS COUNTRY WHICH THEY GO TO INHABIT, UNDER THE BEWITCHING SCEPTER OF THE POWERFUL KING OF THE DEAD." THAT THERE HAS BEEN AN ESOTERIC LEARNING IN THE PAST, WHICH HAS COME DOWN TO US IN THE FORM OF CHRISTIAN AND MASONIC SYMBOLISM, IS NOW BY MANY ACCEPTED AS A TRUTH. THE MASON'S TOOLS MUST HAVE BEEN USED ONCE, THOUGH NOW MERELY BADGES OF THE WORTHY CRAFT. WE MAY, THEREFORE, BE EXCUSED CITING A REMARKABLE LETTER, REPRODUCED IN MELVILLE'S COSTLY WORK, VERITAS, PROFESSEDLY DEALING WITH THE ESOTERIC LAWS OF THE MEDES AND PERSIANS, WHICH CANNOT ALTER. THE LETTER IS SIGNED BY MR. HENRY MELVILLE, AND BY MR. FREDERICK TENNYSON, BROTHER OF THE LATE LORD TENNYSON, AND IS ADDRESSED AS FOLLOWS: "TO THE MOST WORSHIPFUL THE GRAND MASTER OF IRELAND, HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF LEINSTER: "THE PETITION OF THE UNDERSIGNED, "HUMBLY SHEWETH--"THAT WE, MASTER MASONS, ARE IN POSSESSION OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE 'LOST SECRETS OF MASONRY.' WE CAN PROVE THAT THE MYSTERIES WERE MASONIC, INASMUCH AS BY THE USAGE OF THE SYMBOLS NOW UNWITTINGLY WORN BY COMPANIONS AND MASTERS, CELESTIAL LAWS ARE FRAMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SACRED WRITINGS, AND BY THESE LAWS ARE OBTAINED THE TRUE INTERPRETATION OF THE LOST MYSTERIES. "THAT IN FORMER AGES THE LEARNED RULERS RETAINED THE MASONIC MYSTERIES FOR THE USE AND BENEFIT OF THE CRAFT, AND THESE MYSTERIES WERE NOT TO BE DIVULGED UNDER A LESSER PENALTY THAN DEATH. SUCH MYSTIC SECRESY MIGHT HAVE BEEN ADVISABLE AND REQUISITE IN AGES PAST, BUT SUCH RETENTION OF KNOWLEDGE YOUR PETITIONERS VERILY BELIEVE TO BE NO LONGER NECESSARY, AS THE ADVANCEMENT OF TRUTH IS NOW THE POLICY OF THE CIVILIZED WORLD, MORE ESPECIALLY SO OF THE BRITISH NATION. "YOUR PETITIONERS, THEREFORE, HUMBLY PRAY, MOST WORSHIPFUL SIR, THAT YOU WILL BE PLEASED TO ORDER A COMMISSION OF LEARNED AND INTELLIGENT BRETHREN TO BE APPOINTED TO INQUIRE AND DECIDE--"1ST--WHETHER THE KNOWLEDGE WE PROFESS WAS IN FORMER TIMES CONSIDERED MASONIC. "2ND--WHETHER THE LOST MYSTERIES WERE, AND CONSEQUENTLY STILL ARE, CELESTIAL TRUTHS. "3RD--WHETHER TRUTH SHOULD BE PUBLISHED TO MANKIND UNDER THE SANCTION OF THE GRAND LODGE, PROVIDED ALWAYS THAT THESE LOST TRUTHS INTERFERE NOT WITH THE MYSTERIES AND RITUAL OF MODERN MASONRY. "AND, LASTLY, WHETHER, UNDER ALL CONSIDERATIONS, THE GRAND LODGE OF IRELAND WILL ASSIST, FRATERNALLY, THE DISSEMINATION OF THE RECOVERED TRUTHS, WHICH WILL ENLIGHTEN THE MOST ENLIGHTENED CHIEFS' OF THIS PRESENT GENERATION. (SIGNED) HENRY MELVILLE, FREDERICK TENNYSON." WE WERE ACQUAINTED WITH MR. MELVILLE IN TASMANIA SOME FIFTY YEARS AGO, WHEN HE HAD BEEN LONG ENGAGED IN AN INVESTIGATION OF ANCIENT LEARNING, AND HAD EVEN THEN COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT HEATHEN MYTHOLOGY WAS BUT A DISGUISE, CONCEALING SCIENTIFIC TRUTHS. OCCULTISM, IN THESE MODERN DAYS, AS IN MADAME BLAVATSKY'S THEOSOPHY, OR MORIEN'S LIGHT OF BRITANNIA, ATTEMPTS TO EXPLAIN, EVEN TO THE VULGAR MANY, THE SECRET MYSTERIES SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN CHERISHED BY THE IRISH DRUIDS.
PART II. EARLY RELIGIONS OF THE IRISH.
INTRODUCTION.
ONE OF THE MOST PHILOSOPHICAL STATEMENTS FROM MAX MÜLLER IS TO THIS EFFECT: "WHATEVER WE KNOW OF EARLY RELIGION, WE ALWAYS SEE THAT IT PRESUPPOSES VAST PERIODS OF AN EARLIER DEVELOPMENT." THIS IS EXHIBITED IN THE HISTORY OF ALL PEOPLES THAT HAVE PROGRESSED IN CIVILIZATION, THOUGH WE MAY HAVE TO TRAVEL FAR BACK ON THE TRACK OF HISTORY TO NOTICE TRANSFORMATIONS OF THOUGHT OR BELIEF. WHEN THE LATE DR. BIRCH TOLD US THAT A PYRAMID, SEVERAL HUNDREDS OF YEARS OLDER THAN THE GREAT PYRAMID, CONTAINED THE NAME OF OSIRIS, WE KNEW THAT AT LEAST THE OSIRIAN PART OF EGYPTIAN MYTHOLOGY WAS HONORED SOME SIX OR SEVEN THOUSAND YEARS AGO WHAT THE EARLIER DEVELOPMENT OF RELIGION THERE WAS, OR HOW THE CONCEPTION OF A DYING AND RISEN OSIRIS AROSE, AT SO REMOTE A PERIOD, MAY WELL EXCITE OUR WONDER. PROFESSOR JEBB WRITES--"THERE WAS A TIME WHEN THEY (EARLY MAN) BEGAN TO SPEAK OF THE NATURAL POWERS AS PERSONS, AND YET HAD NOT FORGOTTEN THAT THEY WERE REALLY NATURAL, POWERS, AND THAT THE PERSONS' NAMES WERE MERELY SIGNS? YET THIS GOES ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT RELIGION--OR RATHER DOGMAS THEREOF--SPRANG FROM REFLECTIONS UPON NATURAL PHENOMENA. IN THIS WAY, THE FRENCH AUTHOR OF SIRIUS SATISFIED HIMSELF, PARTICULARLY ON PHILOLOGICAL GROUNDS, THAT THE IDEA, OF GOD SPRANG FROM AN ASSOCIATION WITH THUNDER AND THE BARKING OF A DOG. WE ARE ASSURED BY MAX MÜLLER, THAT RELIGION IS A WORD THAT HAS CHANGED FROM CENTURY TO CENTURY, AND THAT "THE WORD ROSE TO THE SURFACE THOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO." TAKING RELIGION TO IMPLY AN INWARD FEELING OF REVERENCE TOWARD THE UNSEEN, AND A DESIRE TO ACT IN OBEDIENCE TO THE INWARD LAW OF RIGHT, RELIGION HAS EXISTED AS LONG AS HUMANITY ITSELF. WHAT IS COMMONLY ASSUMED BY THE WORD RELIGION, BY WRITERS IN GENERAL, IS DOGMA OR BELIEF. THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS SUBJECT WAS WELL PUT FORTH BY THE GREAT SANSCRIT SCHOLAR IN THE PHRASE, "THE REAL HISTORY OF MAN IS THE HISTORY OF RELIGION." THIS CONVICTION LENDS INTEREST AND WEIGHT TO ANY INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE ANCIENT RELIGION OF IRELAND; THOUGH PLOWDEN HELD THAT" FEW HISTORIES ARE SO CHARGED WITH FABLES AS THE ANNALS OF IRELAND." IT WAS HERDER WHO FINELY SAID, "OUR EARTH OWES THE SEEDS OF ALL HIGHER CULTURE TO A RELIGIOUS TRADITION, WHETHER LITERARY OR ORAL." IN PROPORTION AS THE SO-CALLED SUPERNATURAL GAINED AN ASCENDANCY, SO WAS MAN REALLY ADVANCING FROM THE MATERIALISM AND BRUTISHNESS OF SAVAGEDOM. LECKY NOTES "THE DISPOSITION OF MAN IN CERTAIN STAGES OF SOCIETY TOWARDS THE MIRACULOUS." BUT WAS BUCKLE QUITE CORRECT IN MAINTAINING THAT "ALL NATURE CONSPIRED TO INCREASE THE AUTHORITY OF THE IMAGINATIVE FACULTIES, AND WEAKEN THE AUTHORITY OF THE REASONING ONES"? IT IS NOT TO BE FORGOTTEN IN OUR INQUIRY THAT, AS FAITHS ROSE IN THE EAST, SCIENCE HAS EXERTED ITS FORCE IN THE WEST. FETISHISM CAN HARDLY BE REGARDED AS THE ORIGIN OF RELIGION. AS TO THOSE WRITERS WHO SEE IN THE FORMER THE DEIFICATION OF NATURAL OBJECTS, MAX MÜLLER REMARKS, "THEY MIGHT AS WELL SPEAK OF PRIMITIVE MEN MUMMIFYING THEIR DEAD BODIES BEFORE THEY HAD WAX TO EMBALM THEM WITH." MYTH HAS BEEN STYLED THE BASIS OF RELIGION NOT LESS THAN OF HISTORY; BUT HOW WAS IT BEGOTTEN? BUTLER, IN ENGLISH, IRISH, AND SCOTTISH CHURCHES, WRITES "TO SEPARATE THE FABULOUS FROM THE PROBABLE, AND THE PROBABLE FROM THE TRUE, WILL REQUIRE NO ORDINARY SHARE OF PENETRATION AND PERSEVERING INDUSTRY." WE HAVE CERTAINLY TO REMEMBER, AS ONE HAS SAID, THAT "MYTHIC HISTORY, MYTHIC THEOLOGY, MYTHIC SCIENCE, ARE ALIKE RECORDS, NOT OF FACTS, BUT BELIEFS." ANDREW LANG PROPERLY CALLS OUR ATTENTION TO LANGUAGE, AS EMBODYING THOUGHT, BEING SO LIABLE TO MISCONCEPTION AND MISINTERPRETATION. NAMES, CONNECTED WITH MYTHS, HAVE BEEN SO VARIOUSLY READ AND EXPLAINED BY SCHOLARS, THAT OUTSIDERS MAY WELL BE PUZZLED. HOW RAPIDLY A MYTH GROWS, AND IS GREEDILY ACCEPTED, BECAUSE OF THE WISH IT MAY BE TRUE, IS EXEMPLIFIED IN THE PRETTY STORY, IMMORTALIZED BY MUSIC, OF JESSIE OF LUCKNOW, WHO, IN THE SIEGE, HEARD HER DELIVERERS, IN THE REMOTE DISTANCE, PLAYING "THE CAMPBELLS ARE COMING." THERE NEVER WAS, HOWEVER, A JESSIE BROWN THERE AT THAT TIME; AND, AS ONE ADDS, JESSIE HAS HERSELF "BEEN SENT TO JOIN WILLIAM TELL AND THE OTHER DETHRONED GODS AND GODDESSES." IN THE HIBBERT LECTURES, PROFESSOR RHYS OBSERVES, "THE GREEK MYTH, WHICH DISTRESSED THE THOUGHTFUL AND PIOUS MINDS, LIKE THAT OF SOCRATES, WAS A SURVIVAL, LIKE THE OTHER SCANDALOUS TALES ABOUT THE GODS, FROM THE TIME WHEN THE ANCESTORS OF THE GREEKS WERE SAVAGES." MAY IT NOT RATHER HAVE BEEN DERIVED BY HOMER, THROUGH THE TRADING PHŒNICIANS, FROM THE OLDER MYTHOLOGIES OF INDIA AND EGYPT, WITH ALTERED NAMES AND SCENES TO SUIT THE POET'S DAY AND CLIME? IT WOULD SCARCELY DO TO SAY WITH THIERRY, "IN LEGEND ALONE RESTS REAL HISTORY--FOR LEGEND IS LIVING TRADITION, AND THREE TIMES OUT OF FOUR IT IS TRUER THAN WHAT WE CALL HISTORY." ACCORDING TO FROUDE, "LEGENDS GREW AS NURSERY TALES GROW NOW. THERE IS REASON TO BELIEVE THAT RELIGIOUS THEOGONIES AND HEROIC TALES OF EVERY NATION THAT HAS LEFT A RECORD OF ITSELF, ARE BUT PRACTICAL ACCOUNTS OF THE FIRST IMPRESSIONS PRODUCED UPON MANKIND BY THE PHENOMENA OF DAY AND NIGHT, MORNING AND EVENING, WINTER AND SUMMER." SUCH MAY BE A PARTIAL EXPLANATION; BUT IT MAY BE ALSO ASSUMED THAT THEY WERE PLACED ON RECORD BY THE SCIENTIFIC HOLDERS OF ESOTERIC WISDOM, AS PROBLEMS OR STUDIES FOR ELUCIDATION BY DISCIPLES. THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL WORKS OF SIR JOHN LUBBOCK AND DR. TYLOR CAN BE CONSULTED WITH PROFIT UPON THIS SUBJECT OF PRIMITIVE RELIGIOUS THOUGHT. HAYES O'GRADY BRINGS US BACK TO IRELAND, SAYING, "WHO SHALL THOROUGHLY DISCERN THE TRUTH FROM THE FICTION WITH WHICH IT IS EVERYWHERE ENTWINED, AND IN MANY PLACES ALTOGETHER OVERLAID? THERE WAS AT ONE TIME A VAST AMOUNT OF ZEAL, INGENUITY, AND RESEARCH EXPENDED ON THE ELUCIDATION AND CONFIRMING OF THESE FABLES; WHICH, IF PROPERLY APPLIED, WOULD HAVE DONE IRISH HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY GOOD SERVICE, INSTEAD OF MAKING THEIR VERY NAMES SYNONYMOUS AMONG STRANGERS WITH FANCY AND DELUSION." AFTER THIS WE CAN PROCEED WITH THE IRISH LEGENDS AND MYTHS, THE INTRODUCTION TO THIS INQUIRY BEING A DIRECTION TO THE CURRENT SUPERSTITIONS OF THE RACE.
IRISH SUPERSTITIONS.
THE PECULIAR SUPERSTITIONS OF A PEOPLE WILL OFTEN THROW A LIGHT UPON THEIR ANCIENT FAITHS. BARING-GOULD HAS REMARKED, "MUCH OF THE RELIGION OF THE LOWER ORDERS, WHICH WE REGARD AS ESSENTIALLY DIVINE, IS ANCIENT HEATHENISM, REFINED WITH CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS." WHATEVER DOUBT MAY BE FELT AS TO THIS, ALL MUST ADMIT THE UNDERLYING PAGANISM OF SOME CUSTOMS, CREDENCE’S, OR SAYINGS. GOMME TELLS US THAT "THE LOCAL FETISHISM TO BE FOUND IN ARYAN COUNTRIES SIMPLY REPRESENTS THE UNDYING FAITH OF THE OLDER RACE." DR. TODD, IN HIS WORK ON IRISH RELIGION, VENTURED ON MORE TENDER GROUND, WHEN HE WROTE CONCERNING THE "GUARDSMAN'S CRY" OF ST. PATRICK--"THE PRAYER WHICH IT CONTAINS AGAINST WOMEN, SMITHS, AND DRUIDS, TOGETHER WITH THE INVOCATION OF THE POWERS OF THE SKY, THE SUN, FIRE, LIGHTNING, PROVES THAT, NOTWITHSTANDING THE UNDOUBTED PIETY AND FERVENT CHRISTIAN FAITH OF THE AUTHOR, HE HAD NOT YET FULLY SHAKEN OFF THE PAGAN PREJUDICES." GIRALDUS CAMBRENSIS DECLARED THAT THE IRISH, AT THE CONQUEST BY HENRY II., JUSTIFIED THEIR CONDEMNATION BY THE POPE," BEING MORE IGNORANT THAN ALL OTHER NATIONS OF THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE FAITH." THE LEGENDS OF THE ENGLISH AND FRENCH MIGHT BE SHOWN TO CONTAIN A VAST AMOUNT OF QUESTIONABLE COMMON SENSE AND FAITH; BUT OUR PRESENT INQUIRY IS TO TRACE THE UNDERLYING OPINIONS OF THE ANCIENT IRISH. LEAVING OUTSIDE THE SO-CALLED DRUIDICAL MEGALITHIC MONUMENTS, ABOUT THE ORIGIN OF WHICH, IN CIRCLES, PILLARS, WE KNOW LITTLE OR NOTHING BEYOND SPECULATION, AND WHICH ARE SCATTERED ALMOST ALL OVER THE GLOBE, WE NOTICE IN THE IRISH CERTAIN NOTIONS AND PRACTICES CONNECTED WITH STONES THAT REFLECT THE MANNERS OF FORMER TIMES. THE STONE OF CUAMCHOILL, NEAR TIPPERARY, PRODUCED BLINDNESS ON THOSE WHO GAZED ON IT. STONES OF SPECULATION, LIATH MEISIETH, USED TO DRAW FIRE, WERE MUCH REVERED. ONE OBJECT IN THE IRISH MUSEUM, OF BRASS CASED IN SILVER, SIX INCHES BY FOUR, HAS THE PRECIOUS CRYSTAL IN THE CENTER, SET ROUND WITH COLORED STONES. THE FOOTPRINTS OF THE ANGEL VICTOR WERE TO BE SEEN ON A STONE IN DOWN COUNTY, AS THE CELESTIAL BEING ALIGHTED TO DELIVER-HIS MESSAGE FROM ON HIGH TO ST. PATRICK. IN THE GLIMPSES OF ERIN, BY S. AND ALICE MILLIGAN, AN INTERESTING NOTICE OCCURS OF THE BRASH OR BULLAN STONES, IN CORK CO, THOUGH THERE IS A SPECIMEN AT THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF GLENDALOUGH. "THE UPPER SURFACE OF THIS MONUMENT," SAY THEY, "IS INDENTED WITH FOUR DEEP BASIN-SHAPED HOLLOWS. TWO OF THEM, THE SMALLEST, ARE QUITE CLOSE TO EACH OTHER AT ONE EDGE; THE OTHER TWO, OF LARGER SIZE, ARE AT THE OPPOSITE EDGE. THE DEVOTEE PLACED HIS OR HER KNEES IN THE SMALLER HOLLOWS; AND, REPEATING A CERTAIN NUMBER OF PRAYERS, DROPPED AN OFFERING OF SOME MINUTE ARTICLE INTO THE LARGER. THIS OPERATION, WITH CERTAIN ROUNDS AND WASHINGS AT THE WELL, WAS DEEMED A SPECIFIC FOR RHEUMATIC PAINS AND OTHER AILMENTS." IT IS ADDED, OF THE BRASH SUPERSTITION, "THIS IS A PAGAN CULTUS, WHICH ALL THE POWER OF CHRISTIANITY, THE PERSONAL INFLUENCE OF THE CLERIC, AND NATIONAL EDUCATION, HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO OBLITERATE." A RESPECTABLE FARMER DECLARED THAT HE WAS NOT ABOVE SAYING A PRAYER AT THE "BLESSED STONE" WHEN HE CAME THAT WAY. THE WATER FOUND IN HOLLOWS OF BULLAN STONES WAS HELD GOOD FOR BAD EYES. UPRIGHT STANDING STONES, OR DALLANS, THE SAME AUTHORITIES ASSURE US, ARE REVERENCED AS IN IDOLATROUS INDIA. MR. MILLIGAN SAYS, "THE INISMURRAY WOMEN KNEEL BEFORE THESE STONES, AND PRAY THAT THEY MAY BE DELIVERED FROM THE PERILS OF CHILDBIRTH." ST. BRIDGET'S STONE AT THE FAUGHARD, LOUTH, HAS A RAISED WORK ROUND IT, WITH ST. BRIDGET'S PILLAR NEAR IT UPON STEPS, ROUND WHICH THE DEVOTEES WALK. THE CLOCHA BRECA, OR SPECKLED STONES OF INISMURRAY, SLIGO, ARE THUS DESCRIBED BY DR. O'DONOVAN "THEY ARE ROUND STONES, OF VARIOUS SIZES, AND ARRANGED IN SUCH ORDER THAT THEY CANNOT BE EASILY RECKONED; AND, IF YOU BELIEVE THE NATIVES, THEY CANNOT BE RECKONED AT ALL. THESE STONES ARE TURNED, AND, IF I UNDERSTAND THEM RIGHTLY, THEIR ORDER CHANGED BY THE INHABITANTS ON CERTAIN OCCASIONS, WHEN THEY VISIT THE SHRINE TO WISH GOOD OR EVIL AGAINST THEIR NEIGHBORS." AN AEIR, OR LONG-CURSE, HAS BEEN OFTEN THUS HURLED AGAINST A PRIVATE ENEMY. THERE IS NO ACCOUNT OF THE PEOPLE, AS RECORDED OF SOME CELTS, WORSHIPPING A BLOODY SPEAR, OR ONE PLACED IN A VASE UPON THE ALTAR, AS WITH THE SCYTHIANS; BUT SPENSER, IN QUEEN ELIZABETH'S TIME, OBSERVED THE IRISH DRINK BLOOD IN A CERTAIN CEREMONY, AND SWEAR BY THE RIGHT HAND OF THEIR CHIEFS. SOLINUS, IN THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CENTURIES, MUST HAVE HEARD STRANGE TALES OF ERIC, WHEN HE LEFT THIS RECORD--"IT IS A SURLY, SAVAGE RACE. 'THE SOLDIER IN THE MOMENT OF VICTORY TAKES A DRAUGHT OF HIS ENEMY'S BLOOD, AND SMEARS HIS FACE WITH THE GORE. THE MOTHER PUTS HER BOY'S FIRST FOOD, FOR LUCK, ON THE END OF HER HUSBAND'S SWORD, AND LIGHTLY PUSHES IT INTO THE INFANT'S MOUTH, WITH A PRAYER TO THE GODS OF HER TRIBE THAT HER SON MAY HAVE A SOLDIER'S DEATH." THE EVIL EYE WAS AN OBJECT OF DREAD, AND PENALTIES CONCERNING IT ARE CONSPICUOUS IN THE OLD BREHON LAWS. THE SUIL BHALOIRS, OR BALOR EYE, RELATES TO ONE BALOR, WHO WAS ABLE BY AN EYE TO STRIKE A FOE DEAD. LOVE POTIONS, ON THE CONTRARY, ARE REFERRED TO IN MANY ANCIENT SONGS. PERSONS WERE PUT UNDER VOWS TO DO OR NOT TO DO A THING. THEY WERE SAID TO BE UNDER GESA. THIS WAS OFTEN IMPOSED WITH CERTAIN SPELLS OR CHARMS. RAISING THE WIND--SO VALUABLE A POWER IN SAILING DAYS--WAS THE PRIVILEGE OF A FEW, AND HAD ITS VOTARIES DOWN TO THE LAST CENTURY. WINDBOUND FISHERMEN OF THE HEBRIDES, TOO, USED TO WALK, SUNWISE, ROUND THE CHAPEL OF FLADDA, IN FLADDAHUAN ISLE, AND POUR WATER UPON A ROUND, BLUISH-LOOKING STONE. THIS EFFECTUALLY RAISED A WIND. THE GODS THEN KEPT THE WIND IN BAGS. NOT SO LONG AGO, OLD WOMEN IN THE SHETLANDS WOULD SELL WIND TO SAILORS. DREAMS HAVE PLAYED A GREAT PART IN IRELAND. IN ST. PATRICK'S CONFESSION THEY ARE REFERRED TO. PROFESSOR O'CURRY EXPLAINS THE MEANING ATTACHED TO THEM BY THE PEASANTRY. AUGURIES WERE TAKEN FROM THE FLIGHT OF BIRDS, FROM BEASTS, AND THE APPEARANCE OF CLOUDS. PRODIGIES WERE NOT ALWAYS PERCEIVED BUT BY FAVORED PARTIES. THUS, WE READ IN ONE POEM, "THE KING ALONE BEHELD THE TERRIBLE SIGHT; AND HE FORESAW THE DEATH OF HIS PEOPLE." SHOWERS OF BLOOD WERE THUS BEHELD. BARDS AT TIMES RECOGNIZED THE SOUNDS OF APPROACHING DEATH ON THE STRINGS OF THEIR HARPS. MIRACLES WERE OF ORDINARY OCCURRENCE, AND OF VARIED CHARACTER. TALES WERE TOLD OF EARLY SAINTS CROSSING THE IRISH SEA BY STANDING UPON THEIR GARMENTS LAID UPON THE WATER. THEY ARE SIMILAR TO WHAT IS NOTED IN HUCHER'S LE SAINT GRAAL, WHERE A NUMBER OF CHRISTIANS CAME TO BRITAIN UPON JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA'S SHIRT, WHICH GREW IN SIZE WITH THE NUMBER MOUNTING UPON IT. TRANSFORMATIONS, ESPECIALLY INTO ANIMAL FORMS, HAVE BEEN IMPLICITLY BELIEVED IN BY THE PEASANTRY. SOME PERCEIVE IN THIS THE SYSTEM OF TOTEMISM. PROF. RHYS WAS LED TO RECOGNIZE A DOG-TOTEM IN IRELAND FROM THE NUMBER OF DOG-NAMES. CONAIRE, SON-OF-BIRD, MUST NOT EAT BIRD; AND CUCHULAINN, THE HERO, NAMED AFTER A DOG, WAS TOLD NOT TO EAT OF DOG; HE WAS RUINED BY BREAKING THE ORDER. "THE DESCENDANTS OF THE WOLF IN OSSORY," WE ARE TOLD IN WONDERS OF ERIN, "COULD THEN TRANSFORM THEMSELVES INTO WOLVES." THE WOLF WAS THE TOTEM OF OSSORY. DRUIDS, AS TRADITION RELATES, COULD CHANGE MEN INTO ANIMALS OR TREES. DALYELL'S DARKER SUPERSTITIONS OF SCOTLAND GIVES A NUMBER OF SUCH TRANSFORMING STORIES. THUS, MINERVA CHANGED ULYSSES, FOR FEAR OF HIS ENEMIES "SHE SPOKE, THEN TOUCHED HIM WITH HER POWERFUL WAND; THE SKIN SHRUNK UP, AND WITHERED AT HER HAND: A SWIFT OLD AGE O'ER ALL HIS MEMBERS SPREAD, A SUDDEN FROST WAS SPRINKLED ON HIS HEAD." AN INDIAN CHANGED HIMSELF TO A MOUSE TO CATCH A FAIRY DANCER. SO MANY IRISH TALES RELATE TO TRANSFORMATIONS, THOUGH MORE FOR WAR STRATAGEM THAN LOVE BEGUILEMENTS. ANDREW LANG, REFERRING TO CUPID AND PSYCHE, EQUALLY APPLICABLE TO OTHER SUPERSTITIONS, OBSERVES, "WE EXPLAIN THE SEPARATION OF THE LOVERS AS THE RESULT OF BREAKING A TABOO, OR ONE OF ETIQUETTE, BINDING AMONG MEN AND WOMEN AS WELL AS BETWEEN MEN AND FAIRIES." WITCHCRAFT--THE CONSCIOUS OR UNCONSCIOUS EXERCISE OF A POWER PECULIAR TO SOME PERSONS, IN GREATER OR LESSER DEGREE, OF CONTROLLING LITTLE-HEEDED OR UNDERSTOOD LAWS OF NATURE--WAS EVER COMMON IN IRELAND. WITCHES WERE PITAGS, BUITSEACHS, OR TAUT-AGS. THESE HAD THE MARK, OR "SEAL OF THE DEVIL," IN REDDENING SKIN, WHICH WOULD RETAIN FOR HOURS AN INDENTATION UPON IT. RECENTLY, IT HAS BEEN ASCERTAINED BY A PHILOSOPHER, THAT A SENSITIVENESS IN CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS EXISTS EVEN BEYOND THEIR BODIES, SO THAT THEY SUFFER WITHOUT BEING ACTUALLY TOUCHED. IN A TRADITION RESPECTING CONN OF THE HUNDRED BATTLES, THE HERO EOGAN WAS TOLD BY THREE WOMEN THAT HE SHOULD BE SLAIN IN THE COMING FIGHT. UPON HIS ASKING THEIR NAMES, THEY REPLIED, "OUR NAMES ARE AH, LANN AND LEANA; WE ARE DAUGHTERS OF TRODAN THE MAGICIAN." A WITCH, WHO SOUGHT TO RESCUE A HERO SURROUNDED BY FOES, INDUCED THE TRIBESMEN TO LEAVE HIM AND ATTACK SOME ROCKS, WHICH THEY WERE HYPNOTIZED TO BELIEVE WERE ARMED SOLDIERY. THE WITCHES TIED KNOTS IN A STRING, AND BREATHED ON THEM WITH A CURSE UPON THE OBJECT OF THEIR HATEFUL INCANTATION. SOME PERSONS, HOWEVER, WERE CLEVER ENOUGH, WHEN FINDING SUCH A CHARMED STRING, TO UNDO THE KNOTS, AND SO PREVENT THE CALAMITY. THE KORAN CONTAINS A PRAYER FOR DELIVERY "FROM THE MISCHIEF OF WOMEN BLOWING ON KNOTS." INCANTATIONS WERE COMMON IN IRELAND. A STORY IN ERSE--PANDYEEN O'KELLY--HAS A MAN RIDING ALOFT ON A BESOM. A GIANT BLEW A YOUNG MAN TO A DISTANT RATH, AND SENT HIM INTO A HEAVY SLEEP A GIANT GOT FROM A LITTLE GREEN MAN A BLACK CAP--LIKE JACK-THE-GIANT-KILLER'S CAP OF DARKNESS, AND GAVE IT TO THE KING OF IRELAND'S SON, THAT HE MIGHT BE INVISIBLE AT HIS LEISURE. OTHER SUPERSTITIOUS TRADITIONS, MORE OR LESS HYPNOTIC, MAY BE MENTIONED. A THIMBLE WAS GIVEN BY A FAIRY TO A YOUNG MAN TO SERVE AS A BOAT. A LARGE WHITE CAT DECLARED HERSELF A WOMAN THREE HUNDRED YEARS OLD. RIDING ON FAIRY HORSES, CARRYING OFF PRINCESSES THROUGH THE AIR, USING SWORDS THAT GAVE LIGHT, SENDING WEASELS TO BRING MONEY, TURNING INTO FLYING BEETLES, FORCING INTO MAGIC SLEEP, AND EVEN RESTORING YOUTH, WERE SOME OF THE WONDERS, A BLACK DOG WAS SAID TO BE A HAG'S FATHER. ADEPTS COULD TURN INTO VULTURES, SWANS, WOLVES. BUT, ACCORDING TO HYDE'S FOLK LORE, WITCHES COULD BE RELEASED BY MASSES. A HAG OR WITCH, WAS A GWRACK IN CELTIC WELSH. SIR GEORGE GREY, IN HIS NEW ZEALAND NARRATIVES, HAS SEVERAL INSTANCES OF ENCHANTMENT, LIKE THOSE OF IRISH TIMES. ONE OLD WOMAN, BY HER SPELLS, HELD A BOAT SO THAT IT COULD NOT BE LAUNCHED. AGAIN, "EARLY IN THE MORNING KUA PERFORMED INCANTATIONS, BY WHICH HE KEPT ALL THE PEOPLE IN THE CAVE IN A PROFOUND SLEEP." A SORCERER BAKED FOOD IN AN ENCHANTED OVEN TO KILL A PARTY. OF ANOTHER, "HE SMOTE HIS HANDS ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE HOUSE, AND EVERY SOUL IN IT WAS DEAD." THIS WAS AN IRISH CHARM FOR THE TOOTHACHE: "MAY THE THUMB OF CHOSEN THOMAS IN THE SIDE OF GUILELESS CHRIST HEAL MY TEETH WITHOUT LAMENTATION FROM WORMS AND FROM PANGS." CHARMS OF A PECULIAR KIND WERE EMPLOYED TO WARD OFF EVIL. OF THESE--MORE POTENT THAN THE FEMININE SIGN OF THE HORSESHOE OVER THE THRESHOLD--WAS THE CELEBRATED SHELAH-NA-GIG. THE WRITER, MANY YEARS AGO, WAS SHOWN ONE OF THESE STRANGE FIGURES IN THE RESERVED DEPOSITARIES OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM. IT WAS THE SQUATTING FIGURE OF AN EXPOSED NAKED FEMALE, RUDELY SCULPTURED, NOT UNLIKE, EXCEPT IN SIZE, THE SINGULAR COLOSSI UNDER THE MUSEUM PORCH BROUGHT FROM EASTER ISLE. THIS FIGURE WAS TAKEN DOWN FROM OVER THE DOORWAY OF AN ANCIENT CHURCH IN IRELAND, AND WAS, WITHOUT DOUBT, A RELIC OF PAGAN DAYS, USED DURING MANY CHRISTIAN CENTURIES TO WARD OFF EVIL FROM THE INCOMING CONGREGATION. ANOTHER STOOD BY THE MOAT OF HOWTH. IN THE STONE CHIPS OF E. T. STEVEN WE HAVE THE FOLLOWING--"THE HORSE-SHOE IS STILL THE CONVENTIONAL FIGURE FOR THE YONI IN HINDOO TEMPLES, AND ALTHOUGH ITS ORIGINAL IMPORT WAS LOST, UNTIL LATELY THE HORSE-SHOE WAS HELD TO BE A CHARM AGAINST WITCHCRAFT AND THE EVIL EYE AMONGST OURSELVES, PRECISELY AS WAS THE CASE WITH THE MORE UNMISTAKABLE SHELAH-NA-GIG AT CERTAIN CHURCHES IN IRELAND." THE DUBLIN MUSEUM CONTAINS AN EXTRAORDINARY BONE-PIN REPRESENTING THE SHELAH-NA-GIG AND EVIDENTLY A CHARM TO SHIELD THE WEARER. IT WAS FOUND ALONGSIDE A SKULL IN A FIELD. WILDE DECLARED THAT A ROSCOMMON CHILD WAS TAKEN FROM THE GRAVE TO OBTAIN ITS ARMS FOR CHARM PURPOSES. POPULAR HOLIDAYS ARE STILL ASSOCIATED WITH THE IDEAS OF FORMER HEATHEN FESTIVALS. MAY-DAY IN SOME PARTS OF IRELAND HAS ITS FEMALE MUMMERS, WHO DANCE AND HURL, WEARING A HOLLY-BUSH. A MASKED, BLOWN CARRIES A PAIL OF WATER WITH A MOP FOR SPREADING ITS CONTENTS ABROAD. BOYS THEN SING CAROLS, AS IN FRANCE. IN THE SOUTH-EAST OF IRELAND, A GIRL IS CHOSEN AS MAY QUEEN, PRESIDING AT ALL MAY-MAKINGS TILL SHE IS MARRIED. MAY EVE, HAVING ITS DANGERS FROM FAIRIES, IS SPENT IN MAKING CATTLE SAFE FROM THE MILK-THIEVING LITTLE PEOPLE, BY CAUSING THE COWS TO LEAP OVER FIRES. DAIRYMAIDS PRUDENTLY DRIVE THEIR COWS ALONG WITH THE MYSTICAL ROWAN STICK. OF THE PHALLIC MAY-POLE, SET UP FOR ST. JOHN'S EVE OR MIDSUMMER-DAY, N. O'KEARNEY REMARKS, "THE POLE WAS EVIDENTLY USED IN THE DRUIDICAL CEREMONIES." YULE CAKES WERE NUR CAKES. HOGMANAY WAS OBSERVED, AS IN SCOTLAND. HOG WAS A CHALDAEN FESTIVAL. IRISH PAGAN FEASTS WERE ANNOUNCED BY THE BLOWING OF LONG HORNS, TWO OR THREE YARDS IN LENGTH, SOME OF WHICH ARE TO BE SEEN IN DUBLIN MUSEUM. THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE OF SOUTH-WEST IRELAND WAS BURNT TILL MIDNIGHT ON CHRISTMAS EVE, AND THE REMNANT KEPT AS A PRESERVATIVE AGAINST EVIL SPIRITS TILL THE NEXT YEAR'S CANDLE WAS SET UP. MAGIC OINTMENT REVEALED THE INVISIBLE. ALL SAINTS' DAY PERPETUATED THE PAGAN SAMHAIN OF NOVEMBER EVE. HOLY CAKES, KNOWN SOMETIMES AS TRIANGULAR BANNOCKS, WERE THEN EATEN AS SOUL-MASS CAKES. "NOVEMBER EVE," SAYS MRS. BRYANT'S CELTIC IRELAND, "IS SACRED TO THE SPIRITS OF THE DEAD. IN THE WESTERN ISLANDS THE OLD SUPERSTITION IS DYING VERY HARD, AND TRADITION IS STILL WELL ALIVE. IT IS DANGEROUS TO BE OUT ON NOVEMBER EVE, BECAUSE IT IS THE ONE NIGHT IN THE YEAR WHEN THE DEAD COME OUT OF THEIR GRAVES TO DANCE WITH THE FAIRIES ON THE HILLS, AND AS IT IS THEIR NIGHT, THEY DO NOT LIKE TO BE DISTURBED."--"FUNERAL GAMES ARE HELD IN THEIR HOUSES." IN OLDEN TIMES IT WAS THOUGHT THEIR DEAD HEROES COULD HELP IN DISTRESS. "TWICE DURING THE TREENA OF TAILTEN, EACH DAY AT SUNRISE I INVOKED MAC EVE TO REMOVE FROM ME THE PESTILENCE." THE KEENS, OR LAMENTATIONS FOR THE DEAD, ARE CONNECTED WITH ANCIENT AND HEATHENISH PRACTICES. PROFESSIONAL HOWLERS HAD CHARGE OF THE CORPSE. RICH, WHO WROTE IN 1610 OF A KEEN, REMARKED, "A STRANGER AT THE FIRST ENCOUNTER WOULD BELEEVE THAT A QUANTITY OF HAGS OR HELLISH FIENDES WERE CARRYING A DEAD BODY TO SOME INFERNELL MANSION." BUT SOME OF THE DEATH SONGS HAVE GREAT BEAUTY OF COMPOSITION. SHELAH LEA'S LAMENT IS A FINE EXAMPLE. IT IS THUS TRANSLATED FROM THE ERSE: "SING THE WILD KEEN OF MY COUNTRY, YE WHOSE HEADS BEND IN SORROW, IN THE HOUSE OF THE DEAD! LAY ASIDE THE WHEEL AND FLAX, AND SING NOT IN JOY, FOR THERE'S A SPARE LOFT IN MY CABIN! OWENEEN, THE PRIDE OF MY HEART, IS NOT HERE! DID YOU NOT HEAR THE CRY OF THE BANSHEE CROSSING THE LOVELY KILCRUMPER? OR, WAS THERE A VOICE FROM THE TOMB, FAR SWEETER THAN SONG, THAT WHISTLED IN THE MOUNTAIN WIND, AND TOLD YOU THAT THE YOUNG OAK WAS FALLEN? YES, HE IS GONE! HE HAS GONE OFF IN THE SPRING OF LIFE, LIKE THE BLOSSOM OF THE PRICKLY HAWTHORN, SCATTERED BY THE MERCILESS WIND, ON THE COLD CLAMMY EARTH.--RAISE THE KEEN, YE WHOSE NOTES ARE WELL KNOWN, TELL YOUR BEADS, YE YOUNG WOMEN WHO GRIEVE; LIE DOWN ON HIS NARROW HOUSE IN MOURNING, AND HIS SPIRIT WILL SLEEP AND BE AT REST! PLANT THE SHAMROCK AND WILD FIRS NEAR HIS HEAD, THAT STRANGERS MAY KNOW WHO IS FALLEN! SOON AGAIN WILL YOUR KEEN BE HEARD ON THE MOUNTAIN, FOR BEFORE THE COLD SOD IS SODDED OVER THE BREAST OF MY OWENEEN, SHELAH, THE MOTHER OF KEENERS, WILL BE THERE. THE VOICE, WHICH BEFORE WAS LOUD AND PLAINTIVE, WILL BE STILL AND SILENT, LIKE THE ANCIENT HARP OF HER COUNTRY," ANOTHER EXCLAIMED: "MY SUNSHINE YOU WERE. I LOVED YOU BETTER THAN THE SUN ITSELF; AND WHEN I SEE THE SUN GOING DOWN IN THE WEST, I THINK OF MY BOY, AND MY BLACK NIGHT OF SORROW. LIKE THE RISING SUN, HE HAD A RED GLOW ON HIS CHEEK. HE WAS AS BRIGHT AS THE SUN AT MID-DAY; BUT A DARK STORM CAME ON, AND MY SUNSHINE WAS LOST TO ME FOR EVER." NO ONE WOULD CLAIM FOR THE KEENS A CHRISTIAN ORIGIN. THE REV. JOHN WESLEY SAW A FUNERAL IN 1750, AND WROTE: "I WAS EXCEEDINGLY SHOCKED AT THE IRISH HOWL WHICH FOLLOWED. IT WAS NOT A SONG, BUT A DISMAL, INARTICULATE YELL, SET UP AT THE GRAVE BY FOUR SHRILL-VOICED WOMEN WHO WERE HIRED FOR THE PURPOSE; BUT I SAW NOT ONE THAT SHED A TEAR, FOR THAT IT SEEMS WAS NOT IN THE BARGAIN." MRS. HARRINGTON, IN 1818, HAD THIS ACCOUNT OF A PROFESSIONAL KEENER, A DESCENDANT OF PAGAN PERFORMERS: "BEFORE SHE BEGAN TO REPEAT, SHE USUALLY MUMBLED FOR A SHORT TIME, WITH HER EYES CLOSED, ROCKING HER BODY BACKWARD AND FORWARD, AS IF KEEPING TIME TO THE MEASURE OF THE VERSE. SHE THEN COMMENCED IN A KIND OF WHINING RECITATIVE; BUT, AS SHE PROCEEDED, AND AS THE COMPOSITION REQUIRED IT, HER VOICE ASSUMED A VARIETY OF DEEP AND FINE TONES." HER EYES CONTINUED SHUT WHILE REPEATING, WITH SOME VARIATIONS, IT MAY BE, THE ANCIENT POEM. IT IS SAID OF CURRAN, THAT HE DERIVED HIS EARLIEST IDEAS OF ELOQUENCE FROM THE HIRED MOURNERS' LAMENTATIONS OVER THE DEAD. DRYDEN REFERS TO THE ANCIENT PRACTICE: "THE WOMEN MIX THEIR CRIES, AND CLAMOR FILLS THE FIELDS. THE WARLIKE WAKES CONTINUED ALL THE NIGHT, AND FUNERAL GAMES WERE PLAYED AT NEW RETURNING LIGHT." WITH SO IMAGINATIVE AND IGNORANT A PEOPLE, A SUPPOSED SPIRITUAL SET OF CREATURES PLAYED A GREAT PART IN DAILY LIFE, AND THOSE ANCIENT IDEAS ARE NOT ENTIRELY DRIVEN OFF BY THE MARCH OF THE SCHOOL-MASTER. SCOTLAND, WITH ITS CENTURIES OF PARISH SCHOOLS, RETAINED MANY SUPERSTITIONS TO A VERY LATE DATE, AS THE CLERGYMAN OF KIRKMICHAEL, PERTHSHIRE, DECLARED HE FOUND THERE IN 1795. SOME SPIRITS ANSWERED TO THOSE DESCRIBED BY PLATO, AS--"BETWEEN GOD AND MAN ARE THE DAEMONS, OR SPIRITS, WHO ARE ALWAYS NEAR US, THOUGH COMMONLY INVISIBLE TO US, AND KNOW OUR THOUGHTS." THE REV. R. KIRK LEFT ON RECORD, IN 1691, THAT "THE VERY DEVILS, CONJURED IN ANY COUNTRY, DO ANSWER TO THE LANGUAGE OF THE PLACE;" AND YET HE ASCERTAINED THAT WHEN THE CELT LEFT HIS NORTHERN HOME, THEY LOST POWER OVER HIM, AS THEY WERE DEMONES LOCI. IN SOME CASES, THEY WERE GHOULS, FEEDING ON HUMAN FLESH, CAUSING THE MAN OR WOMAN GRADUALLY TO WASTE AWAY, UNLESS EXORCISM WERE PRACTICED IN TIME. WOULD THAT MEN HAD FOUND AS MUCH COMFORT IN THE BELIEF OF GOOD SPIRITS, AS THEY HAVE SUFFERED FEARS FROM THE BELIEF IN EVIL ONES! THERE IS STILL, ALAS! IN THIS WORLD, MORE THOUGHT OF A JEALOUS AND AN AVENGING DEITY THAN OF ONE BENEVOLENT AND PATERNAL. SUBTERRANEAN SPIRITS MIGHT DWELL IN BURNING MOUNTAINS, OR OCCUPY THEMSELVES IN MINING, AND THE STORING OF TREASURE. MANY IRISH LEGENDS RELATE TO SUCH. THEY MAY APPEAR AS DAOME-SHI, DRESSED IN GREEN, WITH MISCHIEVOUS INTENT. OTHERS PRESENTED THEMSELVES RESTLESSLY MOVING OVER WATER. NOT A FEW SOUGHT, AMUSEMENT BY DESTROYING AT NIGHT WHAT PARTS OF A CHURCH HAD BEEN CONSTRUCTED IN THE DAY. HENCE THE NEED, IN CERTAIN CASES, TO BURY ALIVE A MAN, WOMAN, OR CHILD UNDER THE FOUNDATIONS. TRADITION SAYS THAT ST. COLUMBA, THUS TORMENTED, BURIED ST. ORAN, AT HIS OWN REQUEST, UNDER THE MONASTERY OF IONA. THE PHOOKAS, OR POOKAS, HAVE LEFT SOME MARKS IN IRELAND. THERE IS CASTLE POOKAH, OR CARRIG-A-PHOOKA, CORK CO., AND A PHOOK CAVERN IN WICKLOW CO. POPE CALLS IT "A DUSKY, MELANCHOLY SPRITE AS EVER SULLIED THE FAIR FACE OF NIGHT." PHOOKAS HAVE BEEN SEEN RUNNING FROM HILL TO HILL. THEIR SHAPES VARY, LIKE THE BODUCHS OF THE HEBRIDES. THE CLURICAUNE, OR LEPRECHAUNE, IS A MISCHIEVOUS OLD FELLOW, DRESSING IN A GREEN COAT, BUT WITHOUT BROGUES "THAT SOTTISH ELF, WHO QUAFFS WITH SWOLLEN LIPS THE RUBY WINE, DRAINING THE CELLAR WITH AS FREE A HAND AS IF IT WERE HIS PURSE WHICH NE'ER LACK'D COIN." IN THE RELIGIOUS BELIEFS OF THE PAGAN IRISH, BY O'BEIRNE CROWE, IS A REFERENCE TO THE MORRIGAN, WHICH ONCE APPEARED IN THE SHAPE OF A BIRD "ADDRESSING THE FAMOUS BULL DOND IN DARK MYSTERIOUS LANGUAGE."--"ON ANOTHER OCCASION SHE APPEARS TO CU, IN THE FORM OF A BEAUTIFUL LADY, AND TELLS HIM SHE IS IN LOVE WITH HIM, AND HAS BROUGHT HIM HER GEMS AND HER CATTLE. CU SAID HE HAD SOMETHING ELSE THAN LOVE TO ATTEND TO AT THAT TIME. SHE SAID WHEN HE WOULD NEXT ENGAGE IN SINGLE COMBAT, SHE WOULD, IN THE SHAPE OF A SERPENT, COIL HERSELF AROUND HIS FEET, AND HOLD HIM FAST FOR HIS ADVERSARY." OF THE MYSTERIOUS BANSHEE MUCH HAS BEEN SAID AND SUNG. SHE IS OFTEN ATTACHED TO CERTAIN FAMILIES, OR EVEN SEPTS, AND GIVES NOTICE OF COMING CALAMITIES. SHE IS THE BEN-SIDHE OF IRISH; AND CYVERAETH, OR TYLOETHOD, OF WELSH, WHOM IT IS FATAL TO MEET, OR TO LISTEN TO HER SHRIEKS. AS AN OLD WOMAN, SHE IS THE WHITE OR HOUSE FAIRY. IN THIS SENSE SHE IS SAID TO "DRAW NIGH AT THE TIME OF DEATH, AND BEAR THE SOUL TO ITS FAIRY HOME." THE WHITE LADY OF AVENEL WAS A BANSHEE. THERE IS A CURIOUS OLD IRISH LEGEND ABOUT A LADY WHOSE FATHER SHUT HER UP IN A TOWER ON TORY ISLE, WITH TWELVE MATRONS IN CHARGE, WHO WERE TO KEEP HER FROM THE SIGHT OF A MAN. ALL WENT WELL TILL MCKINEELY CONSULTED THE BANSHEE OF THE MOUNTAIN. TELLING HIM TO DRESS IN WOMEN'S GARMENTS, SHE FERRIED HIM TO THE ISLAND, ASKING SHELTER FOR A NOBLE LADY CHASED BY AN ENEMY. LANDING THE YOUNG MAN, SHE THREW THE DOZEN GUARDIANS INTO A DRUIDIC SLEEP, AND LEFT THE COUPLE TOGETHER AWHILE, AFTERWARDS ROWING THE MAN ASHORE. SERIOUS RESULTS ENSUED. FAIRIES ARE MORE PRONOUNCED IN IRISH THAN IN ENGLISH TRADITIONS. THEY ARE FAIRLY REPRESENTED IN THE WEST OF SCOTLAND, IN WALES, LANCASHIRE, AND CORNWALL, PARTS FREQUENTED BY IRISH FRIENDS AND FOES. THEY ARE SIDES, SIGHE, SITH, DUINE MATHA, OR GOOD PEOPLE. FEAR-SIG OF THE SUPERNATURAL WORLD ARE IRISH FORMS OF THE WELSH TYLWYTH TEG, THE FAIR FAMILY; SWEDISH, NISSEN; DANISH, DAMHEST; POLISH, ROTRI; THE RUSSIAN, DOMAVOI; ENGLISH, PUCK, ELF, FAY, OR ROBIN GOODFELLOW; CORNISH PIXIE; BURMESE, NATS; BRETON, KORIGAN, OR KORIL; SCOTCH BROWNIE; NORWEGIAN, TROLLS, OR NYSS; ORIENTAL, JIN; JEWISH, SCHEDIM; ITALIAN, FATA; GREEK, PARCÆ, OR EUMENIDES. "THAT WHICH IS NEITHER ILL NOR WELL, THAT WHICH BELONGS NOT TO HEAVEN OR HELL." BECAUSE MANY ARE REPRESENTED AS LITTLE MEN, WRITERS HAVE FANCIED THE IDEA WAS BUT A TRADITION OF PRE-EXISTING RACES, SMALL IN STATURE, WHO WERE IMPROVED OFF BY VISITORS OR MARAUDERS OF LARGER GROWTH. DWARFS OR DUZES ARE THOUGHT IN BRITTANY TO HAUNT THE DOLMENS, OR ANCIENT GRAVES, THOUGH IN SOME MANNER THEY ARE KNOWN AS THE GHOSTS OF DRUIDS. CERTAINLY, AFRICA BEARS EVIDENCE OF A WIDE-SPREAD PIGMY RACE. THERE ARE DOKOS OF SOUTH ABYSSINA, OBONGO OF WEST AFRICA, AKKA OF CENTRAL AFRICA, BATUA LIVING IN TREES LIKE MONKEYS, AND OTHERS IN CONGO. THE FAIRIES ARE ASSOCIATED WITH MANKIND AT PRESENT, THOUGH THEY MAY CARRY OFF THEIR CHILDREN, REPLACING THEM BY CHANGELINGS. THE MANNIKINS MAY BE WHITE, BROWN, GREY, OR YELLOW. SOME ARE SMALL ENOUGH TO SIT IN EARS OF CORN, WHILE OTHERS FLY ABOUT ON MAGIC HORSES. IT IS SAD TO KNOW THAT THESE LITTLE PEOPLE INDULGE IN FACTION FIGHTS, AND PINCH THOSE WHO DANCE WITH THEM. GIANTS FIGURE LESS OFTEN. THE BOOK OF LEINSTER TELLS OF GIANT LUTER, WITH FOURTEEN HEADS, WOOING GOBAL, WHOSE CHARMS EXTENDED OVER FIFTY CUBITS. OCCASIONALLY THESE LITTLE PEOPLE ARE NOT CONTENT WITH STEALING BABIES, BUT WOULD RUN OFF WITH MEN; AS NEA, OF THE GOLDEN HAIR, DID THE IRISH FENIAN WARRIOR. THE BUSY MAAKISET, WHO WORKED UNDERGROUND, WERE MORE WORTHY OF OFFERINGS THAN THE KAPEET, WHO CAUSED ECLIPSES BY CATCHING HOLD OF THE MOON. IT IS DISCREET ALWAYS TO SPEAK WELL OF FAIRIES, AS THEY LISTEN WITHOUT BEING SEEN. THEIR FEMALES LOOK AFTER MEN, AS THEIR MALES LOOK AFTER WOMEN. THEY HAVE KINGS AND QUEENS. OBERON OR ELBERICH WAS A KING, AND TITANIA A QUEEN. THE IRISH SAY THAT DON, THE MILESIAN LEADER, DROWNED IN A STORM RAISED BY THE TUATHS, BECAME A KING OF THE FAYS. INIS MANANAIN, NOW ISLE OF MAN, WAS SO CALLED FROM MANANAN, AN ANCIENT CHIEF TRANSFORMED TO A ROYAL SIDHE. MAB, DAUGHTER OF KING EOCHAIDH FAIDHLEACH, BECAME QUEEN OF THE FAIRIES, BEING MORE THAN IMMORTALIZED IN SPENSER'S FAIRY QUEEN. ANOTHER KING OF THE FAIRIES WAS THE TUATH FIONNBHARR. THE WELSH FAIRY KING WAS GWYH AB NUDD. AS THESE SPIRITS OF AIR, EARTH, AND WATER ARE NUMEROUS, IT IS A COMFORT TO LEARN FROM THE TALMUD THAT, WHILE THE BAD ONES ARE EXACTLY 7,405,926, [MILLION] THE GOOD ONES, NUMBER, IN THE ROUGHER ESTIMATE, 1,064,340,000,000,000 [QUADRILLION]. BLACK FAIRIES ARE NOT CONSPICUOUS, UNLESS IN THE MINES. THE MAORIES OF NEW ZEALAND ASSURE US THAT THEIR MERRY LITTLE FAYS ARE NOT OF THEIR DARK COLOR, BUT FAIR LIKE ENGLISHMEN. THEY LOVE THE HILLS OF WAIKATO. A CHIEF, FRIGHTENED OF THEM, TOOK OFF HIS ORNAMENTS, AND GAVE THEM AWAY. AS SOON AS THEY FINISHED THEIR SONG, AS HE TOLD THE TALE, THEY TOOK THE SHADOWS OF THE MAORI'S EARRINGS, AND HANDED THEM ABOUT FROM ONE TO THE OTHER. AS ALL KNOW, THE FAIRIES, OR PERIS, ARE SUFFERING FROM SOME MISCONDUCT IN HAPPIER CLIMES. CHRISTIAN TRADITION HOLDS TO THEIR FINAL REDEMPTION. IRISH FAIRIES ARE THUS MOURNED FOR BY D. F. MCCARTHY: "AH! THE PLEASANT TIME HATH VANISHED ERE OUR WRETCHED DOUBTING’S BANISHED ALL THE GRACEFUL SPIRIT PEOPLE, CHILDREN OF THE EARTH AND SEA--WHOM IN DAYS NOW DIM AND OLDEN, WHEN THE WORLD WAS FRESH AND GOLDEN, EVERY MORTAL COULD BEHOLD IN HAUNTED RATH AND TOWER AND TREE--THEY HAVE VANISHED, THEY ARE BANISHED. AH I HOW SAD THE LOSS FOR THEE." SOME WERE NOT SO PLEASANT: "WHILE THE PHOOKA HORSE HOLDS HIS FRANTIC COURSE OVER WOOD AND MOUNTAIN FALL, AND THE BANSHEE'S CROON, A RHYTHMIC RIME FROM THE CRUMBLING, IVIED WALL." AS ELSEWHERE NOTED, THE IRISH FAIRIES ARE INTIMATELY ASSOCIATED WITH THE DRUIDICAL, GHOSTLY, OR MAGICAL TUATHS. WHEN THESE WERE CONQUERED BY THE MILESIANS, THEY BETOOK THEMSELVES TO THE HILLS, AND SURVIVED AS FAIRIES. THE GOOD PEOPLE HAVE BEEN ALSO THOUGHT TO BE DRUIDESSES. THE ENGLISH LUBBERFIEND OF MILTON IS DOUBTLESS THE IRISH LURIGADAN. THE SIGHE, SHEE, OR SITH WERE OF MANY VARIETIES. AS THE FARR-SHEE WAS THE MAN OF THE SIDHS, SO WAS THE BANN-SHEE THE WOMAN OF THE SIDHS. THEY WERE MAGICAL DECEIVERS; THEY BUILT FINE BALLS, AND INTERFERED IN BATTLES. "BEHOLD THE SIDH BEFORE YOUR EYES, IT IS MANIFEST TO YOU THAT IT IS A KING'S MANSION, WHICH WAS BUILT BY THE FIRM DAGHDA; IT WAS A WONDER, A COURT, AN ADMIRABLE HILL." THEY MIGHT HAVE BEEN DEIFIED MORTALS. LUG MAC ETHLEND HAD BEEN A THOUSAND YEARS A SIDH. HE WOULD SOMETIMES SOJOURN AWHILE ON EARTH. ONCE HE HAD A SON BY THE FAIR DECTURE, AND THUS CUCHULAINN BECAME A HERO. CAROLAN, THE IRISH BARD, CELEBRATES THE FAIRY HILLS OF SITH BEAG AND SITH MORE IN LEITRIM. TROOPS OF THEM ON HORSES FOLLOWED THEIR KING DONN AND QUEEN CLIODHNA, OR CLEENA. THE DAOINE SHEE, OR MEN OF PEACE, REFERRED TO IN THE BOOK OF ARMAGH, WERE PEEVISH RATHER THAN MALEVOLENT. DRESSING IN GREEN, THEY RESENTED THE APPEARANCE OF HUMAN BEINGS IN GREEN. THEY WHO WANTED TO SEE THEM MUST SELECT HALLOW-EVE, WALK ROUND THEIR HILL NINE TIMES, WHEN A DOOR WOULD OPEN REVEALING THE DANCING THRONG. IT IS DANGEROUS TO ACCEPT THEIR INVITATION TO COME IN FOR A DANCE, AS THE TRIPPER NEVER RETURNS AGAIN TO HIS HOME. FAIRY-INSPIRED BARDS WERE LIABLE TO BE SPIRITED AWAY BY THEIR MUSE, THE LEANNAN SIGHE. IF SHE HELPED THEM IN COMPOSITION, THEY WERE BOUND TO FOLLOW HER THROUGHOUT ETERNITY. "WERE IT NOT BETTER THOU SHOULDST DWELL AWHILE WITH A YOUNG MAIDEN OF GOLDEN LOCKS, THEN THAT THE COUNTRY SHOULD BE LAUGHING AT THY DOGGREL RHYME?" THE MERMAIDS, OR SEA-FAIRIES, WERE MORUODH, OR MORUOGH. THEIR HAIR AND TEETH WERE GREEN. WE HAVE NO RECORD OF THEIR PUGNACIOUS QUALITIES, AS OF THE DENIZENS OF LAND. AILNE, WHOSE LAY IS IN OLD IRISH, LAMENTING THE DEATH OF HER HUSBAND AND TWO SONS, KNEW--"BY THE MIGHTY FAIRY HOST, THAT WERE IN CONFLICT OVER THE DUN, FIGHTING EACH OTHER"--THAT EVIL WOULD BEFALL HER THREE, BELOVED. THEY DID NOT THEN PLAY CEOL-SIDH, OR FAIRY MUSIC. THE WORD SIDH IS SAID TO BE THE CELTIC ROOT FOR A BLAST OF WIND. THE WHIRLWIND WAS CERTAINLY CALLED A FAIRY WIND. THERE IS A SIDH THUIM ON THE BOYNE, SIDH NEANTA OF ROSCOMMON, SIDH MEADHA NEAR TUAM, SIDH AODHA RUAIDH A HILL OF DONEGAL. THERE ARE SEVENTY IRISH TOWNSHIPS BEGINNING WITH SHEE. IRELAND ABOUNDS WITH LOCALITIES HAVING FAIRY ASSOCIATIONS. JOYCE GIVES MANY. FINN AND HIS FENIANS ARE IN SLIABH-NA-MBAN-FIONN, THE MOUNTAIN OF THE FAIR-HAIRED WOMEN; RATH SITHE, THE FENIAN FORTRESS, IS IN ANTRIM; THE FAIRY'S WOOD IS IN SLIGO. THEN THERE ARE THE SHEEGYS, FAIRY HILLS, IN DONEGAL; THE SHEEAUNS, FAIRY MOUNDS; THE HAUNTED HILLS, SHEAN, SHEENA, SHANE; AND KNOCKNA LOORICAIM, THE HILLS OF THE CLURICANE. IN LOUGH CORRIB THE LEPRECHAUNS WERE SAID TO HAVE BEEN PROVIDED WITH GROUND MEAL FOR SUPPER BY HOSPITABLE NEIGHBORS. THERE WAS A BANSHEE'S PALACE IN SOUTH MUNSTER, AND ANOTHER IN A ROCK NEAR MALLOW. THE BANSHEE AEIBHELL HAD A FINE PALACE IN A ROCK BY KILLALOE; IT WAS SHE WHO THREW HER CLOAK ROUND THE HERO O'HARTIGAN AT THE BATTLE OF CLONTARF, SO RENDERING HIM INVISIBLE. IN FACT, JOYCE IS LED TO EXCLAIM, "SOME PARTS OF CONNAUGHT MUST HAVE BEEN MORE THICKLY POPULATED WITH FAIRIES THAN WITH MEN." WERE THE FAIRIES IN IRELAND OF GREAT ANTIQUITY? ONE HAS WRITTEN OF THE FANCY, "THAT THE TALES OF MORTALS ABIDING WITH THE FAYS IN THEIR SIGHE PALACES ARE FOUNDED ON THE TENDER PREFERENCES SHOWN BY THE DRUIDIC PRIESTESSES OF OLD TO FAVOURITE WORSHIPPERS OF THE CELTIC DIVINITIES." N. O'KEARNEY IS OF OPINION THAT "OUR FAIRY TRADITIONS ARE RELICS OF PAGANISM." KENNEDY SAYS, "IN BORROWING THESE FICTIONS FROM THEIR HEATHEN PREDECESSORS, THE CHRISTIAN STORY-TELLERS DID NOT TAKE MUCH TROUBLE TO CORRECT THEIR LAXITY ON THE SUBJECT OF MORAL OBLIGATIONS." ANDREW LANG SEES THAT "THE LOWER MYTHOLOGY--THE ELEMENTAL BELIEFS OF A PEOPLE--DO SERVICE BENEATH A THIN COVERING OF CHRISTIAN UNIFORMITY." AT LEAST, WE MAY ADMIT, WITH PROF. STOKES, THAT "MUCH OF THE NARRATIVE ELEMENT IN THE CLASSIC EPICS IS TO BE FOUND IN A POPULAR OR CHILDISH FORM IN PRIMITIVE FAIRY TALES." AMONG THE EARLY AND LATTER SUPERSTITIONS, GHOSTS ARE VERY PROMINENT. AS SO MANY GHOST STORIES REST UPON TRADITION, IT IS WELL TO BEAR IN MIND WHAT THE AUTHOR OF THE GOLDEN BOUGH SAYS --"THE SUPERSTITIOUS BELIEFS AND PRACTICES WHICH HAVE BEEN HANDED DOWN BY WORD OF MOUTH ARE GENERALLY OF A FAR MORE ARCHAIC TYPE THAN THE RELIGIONS DEPICTED IN THE MOST ANCIENT LITERATURE OF THE ARYAN RACE." IT IS NOT EASY TO LAUGH AT IRISH PEASANTS FOR GHOST YARNS WHEN ALL NATIONS, FROM THE REMOTEST ANTIQUITY, ACCEPTED THEM, AND PHILOSOPHERS LIKE DR. JOHNSON, PREACHERS LIKE JOHN WESLEY, REFORMERS LIKE LUTHER, POETS LIKE DANTE AND TASSO, RECOGNIZED SUCH SPIRITS. SOME, LIKE AN AUTHOR IN 1729, MAY DOUBT SOULS RETURNING FROM HEAVEN--"NOR DO I KNOW," SAID HE, "WHETHER IT WOULD BE WORTH THEIR SHIFTING HELL, AND COMING BACK TO THIS WORLD IN THE WANDERING CONDITION THOSE THINGS CALLED GHOSTS ARE UNDERSTOOD TO BE." OTHERS MAY EXCLAIM WITH DR. JOHNSON, "ALL ARGUMENT IS AGAINST IT, BUT ALL BELIEF IS FOR IT." THYRÆUS, THE JESUIT, THINKS THAT THEY ARE BUT SOULS FROM PURGATORY, SEEKING REST. EARBERG CONSIDERED, "IT IS AGAINST NO SCRIPTURE THAT SOULS SHOULD COME FROM HADES." HENRI MARTIN, THE FRENCH CELTIC SCHOLAR, SAID, "THE INTERCOURSE BETWEEN EARTH AND HEAVEN IS A BELIEF STRONGLY ACCREDITED AMONG THE BARDS." GLADSTONE RECOGNIZES THAT THE RECENT GREEK DEAD "ARE WANDERERS IN THE SHADES, WITHOUT FIXED DOOM OR OCCUPATION." HOMER'S ODYSSEY HAS THIS REFERENCE--"BUT SWARMS OF SPECTRES ROSE FROM DEEPEST HELL, WITH BLOODLESS VISAGE AND WITH HIDEOUS YELL. THEY SCREAM, THEY SHRIEK, AND GROANS AND DISMAL SOUNDS STUN MY SCARED EARS AND PIERCE HELL'S UTMOST BOUNDS." VIRGIL SHOWS TO ÆNEAS HIS FATHER ANCHISES--"THEN THRICE AROUND HIS NECK HIS ARMS HE THREW; AND THRICE THE FLITTING SHADOW SLIPPED AWAY, LIKE WIND OR EMPTY DREAMS THAT FLY THE DAY." SUETONIUS TELLS US THAT THE GHOST OF CALIGULA WALKED IN LAVINIA'S GARDEN, WHERE HIS BODY WAS BURIED, UNTIL THE HOUSE WAS BURNT DOWN. ECCLESIASTICUS (CHAP. XLVI.) SPEAKS OF SAMUEL THUS: "AND AFTER HIS DEATH HE PROPHESIED, AND SHOWED THE KING HIS END." IN THE ARCHIVES OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY IS A MS. PAPER, READ NOVEMBER 16, 1698, ON SOME "APPARITIONS IN YE N. OF SCOTLAND," IN WHICH WE ARE INFORMED THAT MR. MACKENEY, A.M., OXFORD, "SAID THAT THEY SAW APPARITIONS ALMOST EVERY WEEK; AND UPON HIS KNOWLEDGE THEY DID VERY FREQUENTLY FORETELL THE DEATH OF PERSONS, WCH ALWAYS SUCCEEDED ACCORDINGLY." WERE ALL THESE MISTAKEN? WERE THEY UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF HERBERT SPENCER'S ORGAN OF REVIVISCENCE, OR WONDER-ORGAN, WHICH "AFFORDS A TANGIBLE EXPLANATION OF MENTAL ILLUSIONS"? THE IRISH, LIKE THE ANCIENT JEWS, HELD THAT BAD MEN, ESPECIALLY, COULD WALK THIS EARTH AFTER DEATH; AND THE ENGLISH LAW, ALMOST TO OUR DAY, ALLOWED A STAKE TO BE DRIVEN THROUGH THE BODY OF SUICIDES AND MURDERERS, TO PREVENT THEIR SPIRIT TROUBLING THE LIVING. THE CHURCH HAS HAD IT’S, SAY IN THE MATTER. THE COUNCIL OF ELVIRA, A.D. 300, FORBADE THE LIGHTING OF TAPERS IN CEMETERIES, AS THAT WAS APT TO DISTURB THE SOULS OF SAINTS; SO, SAID THE COUNCIL OF ILIBERIT. ST. BASIL WAS TOLD BY A GHOST THAT HE HAD KILLED JULIAN. BOTH IGNATIUS AND AMBROSE WERE SAID TO HAVE APPEARED TO THEIR DISCIPLES. NO CHURCH HAS EVER DENIED THE EXISTENCE AND APPEARANCE OF GHOSTS, AND NONE OPPOSED EXORCISM IN SOME FORM OR OTHER. "IRISH PAGANS," OBSERVES NICOLAS O'KEARNEY, "NEVER DREAMED OF SPIRITS AFTER DEATH HAVING ASSUMED SUCH FORMS (MISTY GHOSTS). THE SPIRITS FROM ELYSIUM ALWAYS APPEARED IN THEIR PROPER SHAPE, AND SPOKE AND ACTED AS IF THEY WERE STILL IN THE ENJOYMENT OF MORTAL LIFE." IN THIS RESPECT HE DIFFERS FROM MACPHERSON'S OSSIAN. THE OPINION IS, ALSO, OPPOSED TO OTHER DESCRIPTIONS IN RECOGNIZED IRISH POEMS OF ANTIQUITY. IN THE POEM CATHLUINA, AS TRANSLATED IN IRELAND'S MIRROR, IS THIS: "FERARMA, BRING ME MY SHIELD AND SPEAR; BRING ME MY SWORD, THAT STREAM OF LIGHT. WHAT MEAN THESE TWO ANGRY GHOSTS THAT FIGHT IN AIR? THE THIN BLOOD RUNS DOWN THEIR ROBES OF MIST; AND THEIR HALF-FORMED SWORDS, LIKE FAINT METEORS, FALL ON SKY-BLUE SHIELDS. NOW THEY EMBRACE LIKE FRIENDS. THE SWEEPING BLAST PIPES THROUGH THEIR AIRY LIMBS. THEY VANISH. I DO NOT LIKE THE SIGHT, BUT I DO NOT FEAR IT." THE INVERNESS GAELIC SOCIETY HAD A PAPER BY DONALD ROSS ON THIS SUBJECT, SAYING, "SPECTRES HOVERED GLOOMILY OVER THE REEDY MARSH OR THE MOOR, OR ARRAYED THEMSELVES ON THE BLASTS OF THE WIND; AND PALE GHOSTS, MESSENGERS OF THE UNSEEN WORLD, BROUGHT BACK THE SECRETS OF THE GRAVE." A GAELIC SONG HAS THE FOLLOWING--"IN A BLAST COMES CLOUDY DEATH, AND LAYS HIS GREY HEAD LOW. HIS GHOST IS ROLLED ON THE VAPORS OF THE FENNY FIELD." HENRI MARTIN SPEAKS OF "HARPS OF BARDS, UNTOUCHED, SOUND MOURNFUL OVER THE HILL." SOME GHOSTS WERE MATERIAL ENOUGH. THAT OF ST. KIERAN, OF CLONMACNOISE, MANAGED TO STRIKE KING FELIM, THE PLUNDERER OF HIS CHURCH, SO EFFECTUALLY, WITH HIS GHOSTLY CROZIER, AS TO GIVE AN INTERNAL WOUND, OF WHICH THE CHIEF DIED. WHEN FINN OR FIONN APPEARED TO OSGAR, ON THE BATTLE-FIELD OF GABHRA, IT IS AFFIRMED THAT "HIS WORDS WERE NOT MURMURS OF DISTANT STREAMS," BUT LOUD AND CLEAR. BUT THE FETCH, AS RECOGNIZED IN THE SCATTERED POEMS COLLECTED, OR REVISED, IN MACPHERSON'S OSSIAN, IS MORE A SPIRIT OF THE AIR. SOME OF THE DESCRIPTIONS, RELATING TO THE GHOSTS OF ERIN AND ARGYLE, ARE STRIKING: "SHE WAS LIKE THE NEW MOON SEEN THROUGH THE GATHERING MIST--LIKE A WATERY BEAM OF FEEBLE LIGHT, WHEN THE MOON RUSHES SUDDEN FROM BETWEEN TWO CLOUDS, AND THE MIDNIGHT SHOWER IS ON THE HEATH. CLOUDS, THE ROBE OF GHOSTS, ROLLED THEIR GATHERED FORMS ON THE WIND WITH ROBES OF LIGHT. SOON SHALL OUR COLD PALE GHOSTS MEET IN A CLOUD, ON CONA'S EDDYING WINDS. TELL HER THAT IN A CLOUD I MAY MEET THE LOVELY MAID OF TOSCAR." AGAIN "FAINT LIGHT GLEAMS OVER THE HEATH. THE GHOSTS OF ARDEN PASS THROUGH, AND SHOW THEIR DIM AND DISTANT FORMS. THE MISTY LODA, THE HOUSE OF THE SPIRITS OF MEN. GHOSTS VANISH, LIKE MISTS ON THE SUNNY HILL. HIS SOUL CAME FORTH TO HIS FATHERS, TO THEIR STORMY ISLE. THERE THEY PURSUED BOARS OF MIST ALONG THE SKIRTS OF WINDS. I MOVE LIKE THE SHADOW OF MIST, THE GHOST OF CRUGAL CAME FROM HIS CAVE. THE STARS DIM, TWINKLED THROUGH HIS FORM. HIS VOICE WAS LIKE THE SOUND OF A DISTANT STREAM."  OF ONE IT IS SAID," HIS EYES ARE LIKE TWO DECAYING FLAMES. DARK IS THE WOUND OF HIS BREAST."--CAUGAL, WHO APPEARED IN DRESS AND FORM AS LIVING, BUT PALE, IS MADE BY THE POET TO SAY, "MY GHOST IS ON MY NATIVE HILLS, BUT MY CORSE IS ON THE SANDS OF ULLIN. THOU SHALT NEVER TALK WITH CAUGAL, NOR FIND HIS LONE STEPS ON THE HEATH. LIKE THE DARKENED MOON, HE RETIRED IN THE MIDST OF THE WHISTLING BLAST." OF ANOTHER--"A CLOUD, LIKE THE STEED OF THE STRANGER, SUPPORTED HIS AIRY LIMBS. HIS ROBE IS OF THE MIST OF LANO, THAT BRINGS DEATH TO THE PEOPLE. HIS SWORD IS THE GREEN METEOR, HALF-EXTINGUISHED, HIS FACE IS WITHOUT FORM AND VOID." SOME "SHOW THEIR DARK FORMS FROM THE CHINKY ROCKS." OTHERS "FLED ON EVERY SIDE, AND ROLLED THEIR GATHERED FORMS ON THE WIND." ONE COMFORTS HIMSELF, DYING, WITH, "MY FATHERS SHALL MEET ME AT THE GATES OF THEIR AIRY HALLS, TALL, WITH ROBES OF LIGHT, WITH MILDLY KINDLED EYES." A HERO CRIED OUT, "I NEVER FEARED THE GHOSTS OF NIGHT. SMALL IS THEIR KNOWLEDGE, WEAK THEIR HANDS." A POET MURMURS," I HEAR AT TIMES THE GHOSTS OF BARDS, AND LEARN THEIR PLEASANT SONG." OF A GREAT WARRIOR, IT IS SAID, "A THOUSAND GHOSTS ARE ON THE BEAMS OF HIS STEEL, THE GHOSTS OF THOSE WHO ARE TO FALL BY THE KING OF RESOUNDING MORVEN." OR, "LET CARRIL (A BARD) POUR HIS SONGS, THAT THE CHIEFS MAY REJOICE IN THEIR MIST." OF A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN, IT IS WRITTEN--"SHE IS FAIR AS THE GHOST OF THE HILL, WHEN IT MOVES IN A SUNBEAM AT NOON OVER THE SILENCE OF MORVEN." A GHOST MAY WARN OF DANGER, FORETELL DISASTER, FORESEE DEATH, COMMUNICATE INTELLIGENCE. WHATEVER MAY BE THOUGHT OF MACPHERSON'S OSSIAN, THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT THAT ALL THE POETICAL REPRESENTATIONS OF IRISH GHOSTS BEAR PAGAN, AND NOT CHRISTIAN, CHARACTERISTICS. THE TRADITIONS, COMING THROUGH CHRISTIAN CENTURIES, HAVE A DISTINCT PAGAN COLORING. THE GHOSTS OF CHRISTIAN TIMES WOULD SEEM TO HAVE LEFT THEIR CHRISTIANITY IN THIS LIFE, BECOMING HEATHEN ON THE OTHER SIDE. OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS OF IRISH SUPERSTITIONS OCCUR IN THE COURSE OF THIS WORK, THOUGH NOTED UNDER VARIOUS HEADS. THE IRISH WERE NOT MORE SUPERSTITIOUS BY NATURE THAN THEIR NEIGHBORS; BUT, IN CHANGING LESS THEIR ABODES, AND RETAINING FAITH IN THE RELIGION OF THEIR FATHERS, THEY HAVE CLUNG TO OLD TRADITIONS MORE THAN THOSE WHO WERE SUBJECT TO GREATER TRANSITIONS OF PLACE AND IDEAS. AFTER ALL, AS SOME OF THESE IRISH SUPERSTITIONS ARE THE HERITAGE FROM THE PAST IN ALL LANDS, CAN THE SCIENTIFIC MIND AFFORD TO TREAT THEM AS IRRATIONAL AND ABSURD? IS EXPERIENCE OF ALL TIMES AND ALL NATIONS UTTERLY WORTHLESS? IF THE PHOTOGRAPHER'S SENSITIVE PLATE CAN SEE MORE THAN THE HUMAN EYE, AND EXHIBIT STARS WHICH NO TELESCOPE CAN SHOW, ARE WE SO SURE THAT NOTHING EXISTS BUT WHAT IS REVEALED BY OUR SENSES? MAY WE NOT HINDER OUR OWN MENTAL VISION BY A STUDIED RESOLUTION TO REJECT WHAT WE CANNOT EXPLAIN?
IRISH MAGIC, AND TUATHA DE DANAANS.
BY FAR THE MOST INTERESTING OF THE PEOPLES THAT FORMERLY INHABITED IRELAND WERE THE TUATHS, OR TUATHA DE DANAANS, OR DANANNS. THERE IS MUCH MYSTERY ABOUT THEM IN IRISH TRADITIONS. THEY WERE MEN, GODS, OR FAIRIES. THEY CAME, OF COURSE, FROM THE EAST, CALLING IN AT GREECE ON THE WAY, SO AS TO INCREASE THEIR STOCK OF MAGIC AND WISDOM. SOME TRACE THEM TO THE TRIBES OF DAN, AND NOTE DEDAN IN EZEK. XXV. 13. MRS. WILKINS IDENTIFIES THEM WITH THE DEDANIM OF ISA. XXL. 13, "A NOMAD, YET SEMI-CIVILIZED, PEOPLE." ISAIAH CALLS THEM "TRAVELLING COMPANIES OF DEDANIM." THE CREDULOUS FOUR MASTERS HAVE WONDERFUL TALES OF TUATH DOINGS. IN THEIR INVASION OF IRELAND, TUATHS HAD TO DEAL WITH THE DARK ABORIGINES, KNOWN AS THE FIRBOLGS, AND ARE SAID TO HAVE SLAIN 100,000 AT THE BATTLE OF MAGH-TUIREADH CONGA. DRIVEN OFF THE ISLAND BY THEIR FOES, THEY TRAVELLED IN THE EAST, RETURNING FROM THEIR EXILE AS FINISHED MAGICIANS AND GENUINE DRUIDS. MR. GLADSTONE, IN JUVENTUS MUNDI, CONTENDS THAT DANAAN IS OF PHŒNICIAN EXTRACTION, THAT A DISTRICT NEAR TRIPOLI, OF SYRIA, IS KNOWN AS DANNIÉ. HE ADDS, "PAUSANIAS SAYS THAT AT THE LANDING-PLACE OF DANAOS, ON THE ARGIVE COAST, WAS A TEMPLE OF POSEIDON GENESIOS, OF PHŒNICIAN ORIGIN." AFTER REIGNING IN IRELAND TWO HUNDRED YEARS, THE TUATHA WERE, IT IS NARRATED, INVADED BY THE CHILDREN OF GAIL GLAS, WHO HAD COME FROM EGYPT TO SPAIN, AND SAILED THENCE TO ERIN UNDER MILESIUS, THE LEADER OF THE MILESIANS. WHEN THEIR FLEET WAS OBSERVED, THE DANAANS CAUSED A DRUIDIC FOG TO ARISE, SO THAT THE LAND ASSUMED THE SHAPE OF A BLACK PIG, WHENCE AROSE ANOTHER NAME FOR IRELAND "INIS NA ILLUIC, OR ISLE OF THE PIG." THE MILESIANS, HOWEVER, EMPLOYED THEIR ENCHANTMENTS IN RETURN, AND DEFEATED THE TUATHA AT TAILTEINE, NOW TELTOWN, ON THE BLACKWATER, AND AT DRUIM-LIGHEAN, NOW DRUMLEENE, DONEGAL. THE TUATHA HAVE BEEN IMPROPERLY CONFOUNDED WITH THE DANES. OTHERS GIVE THEM A GERMAN ORIGIN, OR A NEMEDIAN ONE. WILDE DESCRIBES THEM AS LARGE AND FAIR-COMPLEXIONED, CARRYING LONG, BRONZE, LEAF-SHAPED SWORDS, OF A GRECIAN STYLE, AND HE THINKS THEM THE BUILDERS OF THE SO-CALLED DANISH FORTS, DUNS, OR CASHELS, BUT NOT OF THE STONE CIRCLES. MCFIRBIS, 200 YEARS AGO, WROTE--"EVERY ONE WHO IS FAIR-HAIRED, REVENGEFUL, LARGE, AND EVERY PLUNDERER, PROFESSORS OF MUSICAL AND ENTERTAINING PERFORMANCES, WHO ARE ADEPTS OF DRUIDICAL AND MAGICAL ARTS, THEY ARE THE DESCENDANTS OF THE TUATHA-DE-DANAANS." "THE DANANS," O'FLANAGAN WROTE IN 1808, "ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN WELL ACQUAINTED WITH ATHENS; AND THE MEMORY OF THEIR KINGS, POETS, AND POETESSES, OR FEMALE PHILOSOPHERS, OF HIGHEST REPUTE FOR WISDOM AND LEARNING, IS STILL PRESERVED WITH REVERENTIAL REGRET IN SOME OF OUR OLD MANUSCRIPTS OF THE BEST AUTHORITY." REFERRING TO THESE PERSONS, AS KINGS DAGAD, AGAMON AND DALBOETH, TO BRIG, DAUGHTER OF DAGAD, TO EDINA AND DANANA, HE EXCLAIMED, "SUCH ARE THE LIGHTS THAT BURST THROUGH THE GLOOM OF AGES?' THE TUATHA, G. W. ATKINSON SUPPOSES, "MUST BE THE HIGHLY INTELLECTUAL RACE THAT IMPORTED INTO IRELAND OUR OGHAMS, ROUND TOWERS, ARCHITECTURE, METAL WORK, AND, ABOVE ALL, THE EXQUISITE ART WHICH HAS COME DOWN TO US IN OUR WONDERFUL ILLUMINATED IRISH MSS." THE POLISHED TUATHA WERE CERTAINLY CONTRASTED WITH THE RUDE CELTS. ARTHUR CLIVE DECLARES THAT CIVILIZATION CAME IN WITH AN EARLIER RACE THAN THE CELTS, AND RETIRED WITH THEIR CONQUEST BY THE LATTER. "THE BARDS AND SEANACHIES," REMARKS R. J. DUFFY, "FANCIFULLY ATTRIBUTED TO EACH OF THE TUATH-DE-DANAAN CHIEFS SOME PARTICULAR ART OR DEPARTMENT OVER WHICH THEY HELD HIM TO PRESIDE;" AS, ABHORTACH, TO MUSIC. THE AUTHOR OF OLD CELTIC ROMANCES WRITES "BY THE MILESIANS AND THEIR DESCENDANTS THEY WERE REGARDED AS GODS, AND ULTIMATELY, IN THE IMAGINATION OF THE PEOPLE, THEY BECAME WHAT ARE NOW IN IRELAND CALLED 'FAIRIES." THEY CONQUERED THE FIRBOLGS, AN IBERIAN OR A BELGIC PEOPLE, AT THE BATTLE OF MOYTURA. THERE IS A STRONG SUSPICION OF THEIR CONNECTION WITH THE OLD IDOLATRY. THEIR LAST KING WAS MAC-GRENE, WHICH BEARS A VERBAL RELATION TO THE SUN. THE REV. R. SMIDDY ASSUMES THEM DESCENDANTS OF DIA-TENE-ION, THE FIRE-GOD OR SUN. IN THE CHRONICLES OF COLUMBA, WE READ OF A PRIEST WHO BUILT IN TYRCONNEL A TEMPLE OF GREAT BEAUTY, WITH AN ALTAR OF FINE GLASS, ADORNED WITH THE REPRESENTATION OF THE SUN AND MOON. UNDER THEIR KING DAGDA THE GREAT, THE SUN-GOD, AND HIS WIFE, THE GODDESS BOANN, THE TUATHS WERE ONCE PURSUED BY THE RIVER BOYNE. THIS DAGDA BECAME KING OF THE FAIRIES, WHEN HIS PEOPLE WERE DEFEATED BY THE WARLIKE MILESIANS; AND THE TUATHA, AS PROFESSOR RHYS SAYS, "FORMED AN INVISIBLE WORLD OF THEIR OWN," IN HILLS AND MOUNDS. IN THE BOOK OF BALLIMOTE, FINTAN, WHO LIVED BEFORE THE FLOOD, DESCRIBING HIS ADVENTURES, SAID "AFTER THEM THE TUATHA DE ARRIVED CONCEALED IN THEIR DARK CLOUDS--I ATE MY FOOD WITH THEM, THOUGH AT SUCH A REMOTE PERIOD." MRS. BRYANT, IN CELTIC IRELAND, OBSERVES: "TRADITION ASSIGNS TO THE TUATHA GENERALLY AN IMMORTAL LIFE IN THE MIDST OF THE HILLS, AND BENEATH THE SEAS. THENCE THEY ISSUE TO MINGLE FREELY WITH THE MORTAL SONS OF MEN, PRACTICING THOSE INDIVIDUAL ARTS IN WHICH THEY WERE GREAT OF YORE, WHEN THEY WON ERIN FROM THE FIRBOLGS BY 'SCIENCE,' AND WHEN THE MILESIANS WON ERIN FROM THEM BY VALOR. THAT THERE REALLY WAS A PEOPLE WHOM THE LEGENDS OF THE TUATHA SHADOW FORTH IS PROBABLE, BUT IT IS ALMOST CERTAIN THAT ALL THE TALES ABOUT THEM ARE POETICAL MYTHS." ELSEWHERE WE NOTE THE TUATH CROSSES, WITH ILLUSTRATIONS; AS THAT CROSS AT MONASTERBOICE, OF PROCESSIONS, DOVES, GODS, SNAKES. ONE IRISH AUTHOR, VALLENCEY, HAS SAID, "THE CHURCH FESTIVALS THEMSELVES, IN OUR CHRISTIAN CALENDAR, ARE BUT THE DIRECT TRANSFERS FROM THE TUATH DE DANAAN RITUAL. THEIR VERY NAMES IN IRISH ARE IDENTICALLY THE SAME AS THOSE BY WHICH THEY WERE DISTINGUISHED BY THAT EARLIER RACE." THAT WRITER ASSUREDLY DID NOT REGARD THE TUATHA AS MYTHS. FIECH, ST. PATRICK'S DISCIPLE, SANG "THAT TUATHS OF ERIN PROPHESIED THAT NEW TIMES OF PEACE WOULD COME." MAGIC--DRAOIDEACHTA--WAS ATTRIBUTED TO THE IRISH TUATHA, AND GAVE THEM THE TRADITIONAL REPUTATION FOR WISDOM. "WISE AS THE TUATHA DE DANAANS," OBSERVES A. G. GEOGBEGAN, "IS A SAYING THAT STILL CAN BE HEARD IN THE HIGHLANDS OF DONEGAL, IN THE GLENS OF CONNAUGHT, AND ON THE SEABOARD OF THE SOUTH-WEST OF IRELAND." IN CELTIC IRELAND WE READ "THE IRISH WORSHIPPED THE SIDHE, AND THE BARDS IDENTIFY THE SIDHE WITH THE TUATH DE DANAAN. THE IDENTITY OF THE TUATH DE DANAAN WITH THE DEGENERATE FAIRY OF CHRISTIAN TIMES APPEARS PLAINLY IN THE FACT, THAT WHILE SIDHES ARE THE HALLS OF TUATHA, THE FAIRIES ARE THE PEOPLE OF THE SIDHE, AND SOMETIMES CALLED THE SIDHE SIMPLY." THE OLD IRISH LITERATURE ABOUNDS WITH MAGIC. DRUIDIC SPELLS WERE SOMETIMES IN THIS FORM--"I IMPOSE UPON THEE THAT THOU MAYST WANDER TO AND FRO ALONG A RIVER." IN THE CHASE, A HERO FOUND THE LOST GOLDEN RING OF A MAIDEN, "BUT SCARCE TO THE SHORE THE PRIZE COULD BRING, WHEN BY SOME BLASTING BAN, AH! PITEOUS TALE--THE FENIAN KING GREW A WITHERED, GREY OLD MAN. OF CUMHAL'S SON THEN CAVOLTE SOUGHT WHAT WIZARD DANAAN FOE HAD WROUGHT SUCH PITEOUS CHANGE, AND FINN REPLIED, 'TWAS GUILLIN'S DAUGHTER, ME SHE BOUND BY A SACRED SPELL TO SEARCH THE TIDE   TILL THE RING SHE LOST WAS FOUND. SEARCH AND FIND HER, SHE GAVE HIM A CUP, FEEBLE HE DRINKS, THE POTION SPEEDS THROUGH EVERY JOINT AND PORE; TO PALSIED AGE FRESH YOUTH SUCCEEDS, FINN, OF THE SWIFT AND SLENDER STEEDS, BECOMES HIMSELF ONCE MORE." DRUIDIC SLEEPS ARE FREQUENTLY MENTIONED, AS "OR THAT SMALL DWARF WHOSE POWER COULD STEEP THE FENIAN HOST IN DEATH-LIKE SLEEP." KENNEDY'S FICTIONS OF THE IRISH CELTS RELATES A NUMBER OF MAGICAL TALES. THE LIANAN MIGHT WELL BE FEARED WHEN WE ARE TOLD OF THE REVENGE ONE TOOK UPON A WOMAN, "BEING SAFE FROM THE EYES OF THE HOUSEHOLD, SHE MUTTERED SOME WORDS, AND, DRAWING A DRUIDIC WAND FROM UNDER HER MANTLE, SHE STRUCK HER WITH IT, AND CHANGED HER INTO A MOST BEAUTIFUL WOLF-HOUND." THE LIANAN REMINDS ONE OF THE CLASSICAL INCUBI AND SUCCUBI. YET KENNEDY ADMITS THAT "IN THE STORIES FOUND AMONG THE NATIVE IRISH, THERE IS ALWAYS EVIDENT MORE OF THE CHRISTIAN ELEMENT THAN AMONG THE NORSE OR GERMAN COLLECTIONS." THE STORY ABOUT FINTAN'S ADVENTURES, FROM THE DAYS OF THE FLOOD TO THE COMING OF ST. PATRICK, "HAS BEEN REGARDED AS A PAGAN MYTH," SAYS ONE, "IN KEEPING WITH THE DOCTRINE OF TRANSMIGRATION." IN THE ANNALS OF CLONMACNOISE WE HEAR OF SEVEN MAGICIANS WORKING AGAINST THE BREAKER OF AN AGREEMENT. BRUGA OF THE BOYNE WAS A GREAT DE DANAAN MAGICIAN. JOCELIN ASSURES US THAT ONE PROPHESIED THE COMING OF ST. PATRICK A YEAR BEFORE HIS ARRIVAL. ANGUS THE TUATH HAD A MYSTIC PALACE ON THE BOYNE. THE HEALING STONE OF ST. CONALL HAS BEEN SUPPOSED TO BE A REMNANT OF TUATH MAGIC; IT IS SHAPED LIKE A DUMB-BELL, AND IS STILL BELIEVED IN BY MANY. IN SPITE OF THE LECTURES OF THE LEARNED O'CURRY, DECLARING THE STORY TO BE "NOTHING BUT THE MOST VAGUE AND GENERAL ASSERTIONS," IRISH TRADITION SUPPORTS THE OPINION OF PLINY THAT, AS TO MAGIC, THERE WERE THOSE IN THE BRITISH ISLES "CAPABLE OF INSTRUCTING EVEN THE PERSIANS THEMSELVES IN THESE ARTS." BUT O'CURRY ADMITS THAT "THE EUROPEAN DRUIDICAL SYSTEM WAS BUT THE OFFSPRING OF THE EASTERN AUGURS"; AND THE TUATHS CAME FROM THE EAST. THEY WROTE OR REPEATED CHARMS, AS THE HAWASJILARS OF TURKEY STILL WRITE NUSHAS. ADDER-STONES WERE USED TO REPEL EVIL SPIRITS, NOT LESS THAN TO CURE DISEASES. ONE, WRITING IN 1699, SPEAKS OF SEEING A STONE SUSPENDED FROM THE NECK OF A CHILD AS REMEDY FOR WHOOPING-COUGH. MONUMENTS ASCRIBED TO THE TUATHA ARE TO BE SEEN NEAR THE BOYNE, AND AT DROGHEDA, DOWTH, KNOWTH. ACCORDING TO TRADITION, THIS PEOPLE BROUGHT INTO IRELAND THE MAGIC GLAIVE FROM GORIAS, THE MAGIC CAULDRON FROM MURIAS, THE MAGIC SPEAR FROM FINIAS, AND THE MAGIC LIA FAIL OR TALKING CORONATION STONE FROM FALIAS; THOUGH THE LAST IS, ALSO, SAID TO HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED BY THE MILESIANS WHEN THEY CAME WITH PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER. ENTHUSIASTIC FREEMASONS BELIEVE THE TUATHA WERE MEMBERS OF THE MYSTIC BODY, THEIR SUPPOSED MAGIC BEING BUT THE SUPERIOR LEARNING THEY IMPORTED FROM THE EAST. IF NOT SPIRITUALISTS IN THE MODERN SENSE OF THAT TERM, THEY MAY HAVE BEEN SKILLED IN HYPNOTISM, INDUCING OTHERS TO SEE OR HEAR WHAT THEIR MASTERS WISHED THEM TO SEE OR HEAR. WHEN THE TUATHA WERE CONTENDING WITH THE FIRBOLGS, THE DRUIDS ON BOTH SIDES PREPARED TO EXERCISE THEIR ENCHANTMENTS. BEING A FAIR MATCH IN MAGICAL POWERS, THE WARRIORS CONCLUDED NOT TO EMPLOY THEM AT ALL, BUT HAVE A FAIR FIGHT BETWEEN THEMSELVES. THIS IS, HOWEVER, BUT ONE OF THE TALES OF POETIC CHRONICLES; OF WHOM KENNEDY'S IRISH FICTION REPORTS--"THE MINSTRELS WERE PLAIN, PIOUS, AND VERY IGNORANT CHRISTIANS, WHO BELIEVED IN NOTHING WORSE THAN A LITTLE MAGIC AND WITCHCRAFT." IT WAS SURELY A COMFORT TO CHRISTIANS THAT MAGIC-WORKING DRUIDS WERE OFTEN CHECKMATED BY THE SAINTS. WHEN ST. COLUMBA, IN ANSWER TO AN INQUIRY BY BROCHAN THE MAGICIAN, SAID HE SHOULD BE SAILING AWAY IN THREE DAYS, THE OTHER REPLIED THAT HE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO DO SO, AS A CONTRARY WIND AND A DARK MIST SHOULD BE RAISED TO PREVENT THE DEPARTURE. YET THE CULDEE VENTURED FORTH IN THE TEETH OF THE OPPOSING BREEZE, SAILING AGAINST IT AND THE MIST. IN LIKE MANNER DRUID OFTEN COUNTERACTED DRUID. THUS, THREE TUATHA DRUIDESSESS, BODHBH, MACHA, AND MOR KEGAN, BROUGHT DOWN DARKNESS AND SHOWERS OF BLOOD AND FIRE UPON FIRBOLGS AT TARA FOR THREE DAYS, UNTIL THE SPELL WAS BROKEN BY THE FIRBOLG MAGIC BEARERS--CESARA, GNATHACH, AND INGNATHACH. SPELLS OR CHARMS WERE ALWAYS UTTERED IN VERSE OR SONG. ANOTHER MODE OF BRINGING A CURSE WAS THROUGH THE CHEWING OF THUMBS BY ENCHANTRESSES. FAL THE TUATH MADE USE OF THE WHEEL OF LIGHT, WHICH, SOMEHOW, GOT CONNECTED WITH SIMON MAGUS BY THE BARDS, AND WHICH ENABLED THE PROFESSOR TO RIDE THROUGH THE AIR, AND PERFORM OTHER WONDERS. WE HEAR, ALSO, OF A SWORD OF LIGHT. THE MAGIC CAULDRON WAS KNOWN AS THE BRUDINS. SOME OF THE TUATH DRUIDS HAD SPECIAL POWERS, AS THE GIFT OF KNOWLEDGE IN FIONN; A DRINK, TOO, GIVEN FROM HIS HANDS WOULD HEAL ANY WOUND, OR CURE ANY DISEASE. ANGUS HAD THE POWER OF TRAVELING ON THE WINGS OF THE COOL EAST WIND. CREDNE, THE TUATH SMITH, MADE A SILVER HAND FOR NUADHAT, WHICH WAS PROPERLY FITTED ON HIS WRIST BY DIANCEHT, THE IRISH ÆSCULAPIUS. TO COMPLETE THE OPERATION, MIACH, SON OF DIANCEHT, TOOK THE HAND AND INFUSED FEELING AND MOTION IN EVERY JOINT AND VEIN, AS IF IT WERE A NATURAL HAND. IT IS RIGHT TO OBSERVE, HOWEVER, THAT, ACCORDING TO CORMAC'S GLOSSARY, DIANCEHT MEANT "THE GOD OF CURING." FINN AS ELSEWHERE SAID, ACQUIRED HIS SPECIAL PRIVILEGE BY ACCIDENTALLY SUCKING HIS THUMB AFTER IT HAD RESTED UPON THE MYSTERIOUS SALMON OF KNOWLEDGE. HE THUS ACQUIRED THE POWER OF DIVINATION. WHENEVER HE DESIRED TO KNOW ANY PARTICULAR THING, HE HAD ONLY TO SUCK HIS THUMB, AND THE WHOLE CHAIN OF CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD BE PRESENT TO HIS MIND. THE MAGIC ROD IS WELL KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN THE MEANS OF TRANSFORMING OBJECTS OR PERSONS. THE CHILDREN OF LIR WERE CHANGED BY A MAGIC WAND INTO FOUR SWANS, THAT FLEW TO LOCH DERG FOR 300 YEARS, AND SUBSEQUENTLY REMOVED TO THE SEA OF MOYLE BETWEEN ERIN AND ALBA. TRANSFORMATION STORIES ARE NUMEROUS IN THE ANCIENT LEGENDS OF IRELAND. A SPECIMEN IS GIVEN IN THE GENEALOGY OF COREA LAIDHE. A HAG, "UGLY AND BALD, UNCOUTH AND LOATHESOME TO BEHOLD," THE SUBJECT OF SOME PREVIOUS TRANSFORMATION, SEEKS DELIVERANCE FROM HER ENCHANTED CONDITION BY SOME ONE MARRYING HER; WHEN "SHE SUDDENLY PASSED INTO ANOTHER FORM, SHE ASSUMED A FORM OF WONDROUS BEAUTY." SOME ENCHANTERS ASSUMED THE APPEARANCE OF GIANTS. THE FENIANS OF OLD DARED NOT HUNT IN A CERTAIN QUARTER FROM FEAR OF ONE OF THESE MONSTERS. CAM HAS BEEN THUS DESCRIBED IN THE STORY OF DIARMUID "WHOM NEITHER WEAPON WOUNDS, NOR WATER DROWNS, SO GREAT IS HIS MAGIC. HE HAS BUT ONE EYE ONLY, IN THE FAIR MIDDLE OF HIS BLACK FOREHEAD, AND THERE IS A THICK COLLAR OF IRON ROUND THAT GIANT'S BODY, AND HE IS FATED NOT TO DIE UNTIL THERE BE STRUCK UPON HIM THREE STROKES OF THE IRON CLUB THAT HE HAS. HE SLEEPS IN THE TOP OF THAT QUICKEN TREE BY NIGHT, AND HE REMAINS AT ITS FOOT BY DAY TO WATCH IT." THE BERRIES OF THAT TREE HAD THE EXHILARATING QUALITY OF WINE, AND HE WHO TASTED THEM, THOUGH HE WERE ONE HUNDRED YEARS OLD, WOULD RENEW THE STRENGTH OF THIRTY YEARS. THE FATE OF THE CHILDREN OF TUIREANN, IN AN IRISH MS., GAVE A CURIOUS NARRATIVE OF TUATH DAYS AND MAGIC. IT WAS PUBLISHED BY THE "SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE IRISH LANGUAGE." THE SONS HAD TO PAY HEAVY ERIC, OR DAMAGES, ON ACCOUNT OF A MURDER. ONE FAILED, AND DIED OF HIS WOUNDS. LUGH GOT HELPED BY BRIAN THE DRUID AGAINST THE FOMORIANS, WHO WERE THEN CRUELLY OPPRESSING THE TUATHS, EXACTING AN OUNCE OF GOLD FROM EACH, UNDER PENALTY OF CUTTING THEIR NOSES OFF. DRUIDICAL SPELLS WERE FREELY USED BY LUGH, THE HERO OF THE STORY. THE ERIC IN QUESTION REQUIRED THE THREE SONS TO PROCURE THE THREE APPLES FROM THE GARDEN OF THE HESPERIDES, THE SKIN OF THE PIG, BELONGING TO THE KING OF GREECE, WHICH COULD CURE DISEASES AND WOUNDS, TWO MAGIC HORSES FROM THE KING OF SICILY, SEVEN PIGS FROM THE KING OF THE GOLDEN PILLARS. ONCE ON THEIR ADVENTURES, BRIAN CHANGED THEM WITH HIS WAND INTO THREE HAWKS, THAT THEY MIGHT SEIZE THE APPLES; BUT THE KING'S DAUGHTERS, BY MAGIC, CHANGED THEMSELVES INTO GRIFFINS, AND CHASED THEM AWAY, THOUGH THE DRUID, BY SUPERIOR POWER, THEN TURNED THEM INTO HARMLESS SWANS. ONE SON GAINED THE PIG'S SKIN AS A REWARD FOR RECITING A POEM. A SEARCH FOR THE ISLAND OF FIANCHAIRE BENEATH THE SEA WAS A DIFFICULTY. BUT WE ARE TOLD, "BRIAN PUT ON HIS WATER-DRESS." SECURING A HEAD-DRESS OF GLASS, HE PLUNGED INTO THE WATER. HE WAS A FORTNIGHT WALKING IN THE SALT SEA SEEKING FOR THE LAND. LUGH CAME IN CONTACT WITH A FAIRY CAVALCADE, FROM THE LAND OF PROMISE. HIS ADVENTURE WITH CIAN ILLUSTRATED IDEAS OF TRANSFORMATION. CIAN, WHEN PURSUED, "SAW A GREAT HERD OF SWINE NEAR HIM, AND HE STRUCK HIMSELF WITH A DRUIDICAL WAND INTO THE SHAPE OF ONE, OF THE SWINE." LUGH WAS PUZZLED TO KNOW WHICH WAS THE DRUIDICAL PIG. BUT STRIKING HIS TWO BROTHERS WITH A WAND, HE TURNED THEM INTO TWO SLENDER, FLEET HOUNDS, THAT "GAVE TONGUE RAVENOUSLY" UPON THE TRAIL OF THE DRUIDICAL PIG, INTO WHICH A SPEAR WAS THRUST. THE PIG CRIED OUT THAT HE WAS CLAN, AND WANTED TO RETURN TO HIS HUMAN SHAPE, BUT THE BROTHERS COMPLETED THEIR DEED OF BLOOD. NOT ONLY THE PIG, BUT BROWN BULLS AND RED COWS, FIGURE IN STORIES OF IRISH MAGIC. WE READ OF STRAW THROWN INTO A MAN'S FACE, WITH THE UTTERANCE OF A CHARM, AND THE POOR FELLOW SUDDENLY GOING MAD. PRINCE COMGAN WAS STRUCK WITH A WAND, AND BOILS AND ULCERS CAME OVER HIM, UNTIL HE GRADUALLY SUNK INTO A STATE OF IDIOCY. A BLIND DRUID CARRIED ABOUT HIM THE SECRET OF POWER IN A STRAW PLACED IN HIS SHOE, WHICH ANOTHER SHARP FELLOW MANAGED TO STEAL. ILLUMINATION, BY THE PALMS OF THE HANDS ON THE CHEEK OF ONE THROWN INTO A MAGICAL SLEEP, WAS ANOTHER MODE OF PROCURING ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. CIOTHRUADH, DRUID TO CORMAC, OF CASHEL, SOUGHT INFORMATION CONCERNING A FOE AFTER MAKING A DRUIDICAL FIRE OF THE MYSTICAL MOUNTAIN ASH. BUT HE WAS BEATEN IN HIS ENCHANTMENTS BY MOGH RUITH, THE KING OF MUNSTER'S DRUID, WHO EVEN TRANSFORMED, BY A BREATH, THE THREE WISE MEN OF CASHEL INTO STONES, WHICH MAY BE SEEN TO THIS DAY. THAT HE ACCOMPLISHED WITH CHARMS AND A FIRE OF THE ROWAN TREE. THE VIRTUES OF ROWAN WOOD ARE APPRECIATED TO THIS DAY IN MUNSTER, WHERE PROVIDENT WIVES SECURE BETTER BUTTER BY PUTTING A HOOP OF IT ROUND THEIR CHURNS. TUATHS HAD A REPUTATION FOR THEIR ABILITY IN THE INTERPRETATION OF DREAMS AND OMENS, AND THEIR SKILL IN AUGURIES. SOME DRUIDS, LIKE MOGH RUITH, COULD FLY BY THE AID OF MAGICAL WINGS. IT WAS, HOWEVER, NO IRISHMAN, BUT MATH, THE DIVINE DRUID, WHO BROUGHT HIS MAGIC TO GWYDRON AB DOM, AND WAS CLEVER ENOUGH TO FORM A WOMAN OUT OF FLOWERS, DEEMED BY POETIC NATURES A MORE ROMANTIC ORIGIN THAN FROM THE RIB OF A MAN. MANANNAN, SON OF A TUATH CHIEFTAIN, HE WHO GAVE NAME TO THE ISLE OF MAN, ROLLED ON THREE LEGS, AS A WHEEL, THROUGH A DRUIDIC MIST. HE SUBSEQUENTLY BECAME KING OF THE FAIRIES. PROFESSOR RHYS SPEAKS OF THE TUATHA AS TRIBES OF THE GODDESS DANU; THOUGH THE TERM, HE SAYS, "IS SOMEWHAT VAGUE, AS ARE ALSO OTHERS OF THE SAME IMPORT, SUCH AS TUATH DEA, THE TRIBES OF THE GODDESS--AND FIR DEA, THE MEN OF THE GODDESS." HE FURTHER REMARKS--"THE TUATHA DE DANANN CONTAIN AMONG THEM LIGHT AND DARK DIVINITIES, AND THOSE STANDING SOMETIMES IN THE RELATION OF PARENTS AND OFFSPRING TO ONE ANOTHER." MASSEY HAS THE FOLLOWING PHILOLOGICAL ARGUMENT FOR THE TUATHA, SAYING: "THE TUAUT (EGY.), FOUNDED ON THE UNDERWORLD, DENOTES THE GATE OF WORSHIP, ADORATION; THE WORSHIPPERS, TUAUT TA TAUAN, WOULD SIGNIFY THE PLACE OF WORSHIP WITHIN THE MOUND OF EARTH, THE UNDERGROUND SANCTUARY. THE BABYLONIAN TEMPLE OF BIT-SAGGDHU WAS IN THE GATE OF THE DEEP. THE TUAUT OR PORTAL OF PTAH'S TEMPLE FACED THE NORTH WIND, AND THE IRISH TIEVETORY IS THE HILL-SIDE NORTH. THE TUAUT ENTRANCE IS ALSO GLOSSED BY THE ENGLISH TWAT. THE EGYPTIAN TUANTII ARE THE PEOPLE OF THE LOWER HEMISPHERE, THE NORTH, WHICH WAS THE TYPE OF THE EARTH-TEMPLE. THE TUATHA ARE STILL KNOWN IN IRELAND BY THE NAME OF THE DIVINE FOLK; AN EQUIVALENT TO TUANTII FOR THE WORSHIPPERS." THE REV. R. SMIDDY FANCIES THE PEOPLE, AS DENAN OR DENE-ION, WERE DESCENDANTS OF DENE, THE FIRE-GOD. AN OLD MS. CALLS THEM THE PEOPLE OF THE GOD DANA. CLIVE, THEREFORE, ASKS, IF THEY WERE SIMPLY THE OLD GODS OF THE COUNTRY. JOYCE, IN IRISH NAMES SAYS, 'THIS MYSTERIOUS RACE, HAVING UNDERGONE A GRADUAL DEIFICATION, BECAME CONFOUNDED AND IDENTIFIED WITH THE ORIGINAL LOCAL GODS, AND ULTIMATELY SUPERSEDED THEM ALTOGETHER." HE RECALLS THE KERRY MOUNTAIN'S NAME OF DA-CHICH-DANAINNE. HE CONSIDERS THE TUATHA "A PEOPLE OF SUPERIOR INTELLIGENCE AND ARTISTIC SKILL, AND THAT THEY WERE CONQUERED, AND DRIVEN INTO REMOTE DISTRICTS, BY THE LESS INTELLIGENT BUT MORE WARLIKE MILESIAN TRIBES WHO SUCCEEDED THEM." LADY FERGUSON, IN HER STORY OF THE IRISH BEFORE THE CONQUEST, HAS THE IDEA OF THE DANAANS BEING KINSMEN TO THE FIRBOLGS, THAT THEY CAME FROM THE REGION OF THE DON AND VISTULA, UNDER NUAD OF THE SILVER HAND, DEFEATING EOCHAID, KING OF THE FIRBOLGS, AT MOYTURA, AND RULING IRELAND TWO HUNDRED YEARS. THEY WERE CERTAINLY WORKERS IN METAL, AND HAVE THEREFORE BEEN CONFOUNDED BY MONKISH WRITERS WITH SMITHS. ST. PATRICK'S PRAYER AGAINST SMITHS, AND THE TRADITIONAL CONNECTION BETWEEN SMITHS AND MAGIC, CAN THUS BE UNDERSTOOD. THEY, ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF INVASIONS, "BY THE FORCE OF POTENT SPELLS AND WICKED MAGIC AND CONJURATIONS HORRIBLE TO HEAR, COULD SET THE MINISTRY OF HELL AT WORK, AND RAISE A SLAUGHTERED ARMY FROM THE EARTH, AND MAKE THEM LIVE, AND BREATHE, AND FIGHT AGAIN. FEW COULD THEIR ARTS WITHSTAND, OR CHARMS UNBIND." THEY WERE NOTORIOUS IN SLIGO, A COUNTY SO FULL OF SO-CALLED DRUIDICAL REMAINS. IN CARROWMORE, WITH ITS SIXTY-FOUR STONE CIRCLES, THERE MUST ONCE HAVE BEEN A LARGE POPULATION. "WHY," ASKS WOOD-MARTIN, "IS THAT NARROW STRIP OF COUNTRY SO THICKLY STREWN WITH MONUMENTS OF THE DEAD?" BUT HE LEARNED THAT THE FOMORIAN PIRATES, POSSIBLY FROM THE BALTIC, SWARMED ON THAT WILD COAST. HE ESPECIALLY NOTES THE TALES OF INDECH, A MIGHTY FOMORIAN DRUID, GRANDFATHER OF THE DREADED BALOR, OF THE EVIL EYE. THE MYTHIC GREY COW BELONGED TO LON MAC LIOMHTHA, THE FIRST SMITH AMONG THE TUATHS WHO SUCCEEDED IN MAKING AN IRON SWORD. AT THE BATTLE OF MOYTURA, UAITHNE WAS THE DRUID HARPER OF THE TUATHA. OF TORNA, LAST OF PAGAN BARDS, IT WAS DECLARED HE WAS "SPRUNG OF THE TUALTHA DE DANANS, FAR RENOWNED FOR DIRE ENCHANTING ARTS AND MAGIC POWER." BUT, AS MISS BROOKE TELLS US, "MOST OF THE IRISH ROMANCES ARE FILLED WITH DANANIAN ENCHANTMENTS, AS WILD AS THE WILDEST OF ARIOSTO'S FICTIONS, AND NOT AT ALL BEHIND THEM IN BEAUTY." IT WAS DR. BARNARD, BISHOP OF KILLALOE, WHO TRACED THE RACE TO VISITORS FROM SOUTH BRITAIN; SAYING, "THE BELGÆ AND DANMONII, WHOSE POSTERITY IN IRELAND WERE CALLED FIRBOLGHS AND TUATHA DE DANAN." IN THE DESTRUCTIVE BATTLE BETWEEN THE "MANLY, BLOODY, ROBUST FENIANS OF FIONN," AND "THE WHITE-TOOTHED, HANDSOME TUATHA DEDAANS," WHEN THE LATTER SAW A FRESH CORPS OF FENIANS ADVANCING, IT IS RECORDED THAT "HAVING ENVELOPED THEMSELVES IN THE FEIGH FIADH, THEY MADE A PRECIPITATE RETREAT." JUBAINVILLE'S COURS DE LA LITTÉRATURE CELTIQUE DOES NOT OMIT MENTION OF THESE WONDER-WORKERS. HE CALLS TO MIND THE FACT THAT, LIKE THE GREEKS OF THE GOLDEN AGE, THEY BECAME INVISIBLE, BUT CONTINUED THEIR RELATIONS WITH MEN; THAT THE CHRISTIAN WRITERS CHANGED THEM INTO MORTAL KINGS IN CHRONICLES; THAT THEIR MIGRATIONS AND DEITIES RESEMBLE THOSE OF HESIOD; THAT THEY CONTINUE TO APPEAR IN ANIMAL OR HUMAN FORMS, THOUGH MORE COMMONLY AS BIRDS; THAT ANCIENT LEGENDS RECORD THEIR DESCENT TO EARTH FROM THE BLUE HEAVENS. HE BRINGS FORWARD A NUMBER OF THE OLD IRISH STORIES ABOUT THE TUATHS. WHEN DEFEATED BY THE SONS OF MILÉ, THEY SOUGHT REFUGE IN SUBTERRANEAN PALACES. ONE DAGAN, A WORD VARIANT OF THE GOD DAGDÉ, EXERCISED SUCH INFLUENCE, THAT THE SONS OF MILÉ WERE FORCED, FOR PEACE' SAKE, TO MAKE A TREATY WITH HIM. HIS PALACE RETREAT BELOW WAS AT BRUG NA BOINNÉ, THE CASTLE OF THE BOYNE. THE BURIAL-PLACE OF CRIMTHAM NIA NAIR, AT BRUG NA BOINNÉ, WAS CHOSEN BECAUSE HIS WIFE WAS A FAIRY OF THE RACE OF TUATHA. IN THE TAIN BÔ CUAILNGE THERE IS MUCH ABOUT THE SID, OR ENCHANTED PALACE. DAGDÉ HAD HIS HARP STOLEN BY THE FOMORIANS, THOUGH IT WAS RECOVERED LATER ON. THE SON OF DAGDÉ WAS OENGUS. WHEN THE DISTRIBUTION OF SUBTERRANEAN PALACES TOOK PLACE, SOMEHOW OR OTHER, THIS YOUNG FELLOW WAS FORGOTTEN. ASKING TO BE ALLOWED TO SPEND THE NIGHT AT ONE, HE WAS UNWILLING TO CHANGE HIS QUARTERS, AND STAYED THE NEXT DAY. HE THEN ABSOLUTELY REFUSED TO DEPART, SINCE TIME WAS ONLY NIGHT AND DAY; THUS, RETAINING POSSESSION. THE SAME TUATH HERO FELL IN LOVE WITH A FAIR HARPER, WHO APPEARED TO HIM IN A DREAM. THE SEARCH, AIDED BY THE FAIRIES, WAS SUCCESSFUL IN FINDING THE LADY, AFTER A YEAR AND A DAY. IT WAS IN HIS SECOND BATTLE THAT OGMÉ CARRIED OFF THE SWORD OF TETHRA, KING OF THE FOMORIANS. THIS SWORD HAD THE GIFT OF SPEECH; OR, RATHER, SAID JUBAINVILLE, IT SEEMED TO SPEAK, FOR THE VOICE WHICH WAS HEARD WAS, ACCORDING TO A CHRISTIAN HISTORIAN, ONLY THAT OF A DEMON HIDDEN IN THE BLADE. STILL, THE WRITER OF THIS IRISH EPIC REMARKED, THAT IN THAT ANCIENT TIME MEN ADORED WEAPONS OF WAR, AND CONSIDERED THEM AS SUPERNATURAL PROTECTORS. THE BOOK OF CONQUESTS ALLOWS THAT THE TUATHA WERE DESCENDED FROM JAPHET, THOUGH IN SOME WAY DEMONS; OR, IN CHRISTIAN LANGUAGE, HEATHEN DEITIES. ONE IRISH WORD WAS OFTEN APPLIED TO THEM, VIZ. LIABRA, OR PHANTOMS. IT IS BELIEVED THAT AT LEAST ONE TUATH WARRIOR, NAMED BREAS, COULD SPEAK IN NATIVE IRISH TO THE ABORIGINAL FIRBOLGS. A WRITER IN ANECDOTA OXON IS OF OPINION THAT VERY DIFFERENT NOTIONS AND ACCOUNTS EXIST AT THE DIFFERENT PERIODS OF IRISH EPIC LITERATURE CONCERNING THEM. HE DECLARES THAT, EXCEPTING THEIR NAMES, NO VERY PARTICULAR TRACES OF THEM HAVE COME DOWN TO US. THE MOST DISTINCT OF THE UTTERANCES ABOUT THE RACE POINTS TO THE EXISTENCE OF WAR-GODDESSES. WILDE GIVES A DEFINITE REASON WHY WE KNOW SO LITTLE ABOUT THE TUATHA DE DANAANS. IT WAS BECAUSE "THOSE WHO TOOK DOWN THE LEGENDS FROM THE MOUTHS OF THE BARDS AND ANNALISTS, OR THOSE WHO SUBSEQUENTLY TRANSCRIBED THEM, WERE CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES, WHOSE OBJECT WAS TO OBLITERATE EVERY VESTIGE OF THE ANCIENT FORMS OF FAITH." THE DISTORTION OF TRUTH ABOUT THESE SINGULAR, FOREIGN PEOPLE MAKES IT SO DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND WHO OR WHAT THEY WERE; TO US THEY SEEM ALWAYS ENVELOPED IN A SORT OF DRUIDIC FOG, SO THAT WE MAY CLASS THEM WITH MEN, HEROIC DEMI-GODS, OR GODS THEMSELVES, ACCORDING TO OUR FANCY.
IRISH GODS.
SOME WRITERS, FROM A JEALOUS REGARD TO THE REPUTATION OF THEIR ANCESTORS, HAVE BEEN UNWILLING TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE IDOLATRY OF ANCIENT ERIN. THEY REJECT THE TESTIMONY AS TO IMAGES, AND DECLINE TO ACCEPT THE RECORD AS TO HEATHEN DEITIES. YET IT IS SURELY A SATISFACTION TO KNOW THAT THE HIGHEST AND UNSEEN WAS WORSHIPPED AT ALL, THOUGH UNDER RUDE AND MATERIAL SYMBOLISM, INSTEAD OF BEING UNKNOWN AND UNFELT. IF CLAIMING TO BE, IN SOME DEGREE, AT LEAST, OF CELTIC HERITAGE, THE IRISH MAY CONCEIVABLY BE ESTEEMED OF KINDRED FAITH WITH CELTIC GAULS AND CELTIC GERMANS, WHOSE DIVINITIES WERE RECOGNIZED BY THE ROMANS, THOUGH CALLED, FROM CERTAIN SUPPOSED SIMILITUDE'S, BY MORE FAMILIAR ITALIAN NAMES. THE IRISH, FROM THEIR GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION, WERE A MIXTURE OF MANY PEOPLES, FORMING A SUCCESSION OF HUMAN LAYERS, SO TO SPEAK, ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THE NEWCOMERS, AND THE PERIOD OF LOCAL SUPREMACY. THE TENDENCY OF POPULATIONS NORTHWARD AND WESTWARD, FROM WARS OR MIGRATIONS, WAS TO CARRY TO ERIN VARIOUS RACES FROM THE CONTINENT OF EUROPE, WITH THEIR DIFFERENT CUSTOMS AND THEIR GODS, HAVING MORE PERMANENT INFLUENCE THAN THE VISITATION OF THEIR COASTS BY ORIENTAL SEAMEN. THUS, WE PERCEIVE, IN FRAGMENTARY TRADITIONS AND SUPERSTITIONS, THE ADORATION OF THE ELEMENTS, AND THE FANCIFUL EMBODIMENT OF DIVINE ATTRIBUTES IN THEIR PHASES AND THEIR APPARENT CONTRADICTIONS, IN SOME WAY OR OTHER, THE ISLANDERS FAILED NOT TO SEE, WITH ARISTOTLE, THAT "THE PRINCIPLE OF LIFE IS IN GOD." YET J. S. MILL THOUGHT THAT RELIGION MAY EXIST WITHOUT BELIEF IN A GOD. IN OUR INVESTIGATIONS, WE NEED BEAR IN MIND WHAT THE LEARNED PROFESSOR RHYS ASSERTS, THAT "MOST OF THE MYTHS OF THE MODERN CELTS ARE TO BE FOUND MANIPULATED, SO AS TO FORM THE OPENING CHAPTERS OF WHAT HAS BEEN USUALLY REGARDED AS THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ISLES." SO, WE KNOW OF OTHER LANDS, THAT THEIR CHRONICLES MAY BE A DISGUISED FORM OF FAITH, CLAD IN THE MYSTICISM FOSTERED BY ALL PRIESTS. AS ANCIENT MYTHOLOGIES, APPARENTLY SO IDLE AND MEANINGLESS, ARE NOW PERCEIVED TO EMBODY TRUTHS, SCIENTIFIC AND RELIGIOUS, SO THE SEEMINGLY FOOLISH TRADITIONS OF NATIONS, DESCRIPTIVE OF THEIR EARLY HISTORY, ARE RECOGNIZED TO CONVEY IDEAS MORE OR LESS ASTRONOMICAL AND THEOLOGICAL. NATURE WORSHIP HAS BEEN REGARDED AS THE FOUNDATION OF ALL RELIGIONS. ARISTOTLE LEFT THIS REMARKABLE SAYING, "WHEN WE TRY TO REACH THE INFINITE AND THE DIVINE BY MEANS OF MERE ABSTRACT TERMS, ARE WE EVEN NOW BETTER THAN CHILDREN TRYING TO PLACE A LADDER AGAINST THE SKY?" EARLY MAN COULD NOT AVOID ANTHROPOMORPHIZING THE DEITY. THE GOD COULD SHOW HIMSELF. HE COULD WALK, TALK, COME DOWN, GO UP. EARLIER STILL, MAN SAW THE REFLECTION OF THE GOD-HEAD IN THE SUN, THE STORM, OR THE PRODUCTIVE FORCES. BOSCAWEN WRITES--"THE RELIGION OF ASSYRIA WAS IN CONSTITUTION ESSENTIALLY A NATURE WORSHIP; ITS PANTHEON WAS COMPOSED OF DEIFICATIONS OF NATURE POWERS. IN THIS OPINION I KNOW I DIFFER CONSIDERABLY FROM OTHER ASSYRIOLOGISTS, MR. SAYCE, M. LENORMANT AND OTHERS BEING OF OPINION THAT THE SYSTEM WAS ONE OF SOLAR WORSHIP." AN AUTHOR SPEAKS OF "ONE GREAT SURGE OF VOLUPTUOUS NATURE WORSHIP THAT SWEPT INTO EUROPE." ACCORDING TO PLINY--"THE WORLD AND SKY, IN WHOSE EMBRACE ALL THINGS ARE ENCLOSED, MUST BE DEEMED A GOD, ETERNAL, IMMENSE, NEVER BEGOTTEN, AND NEVER TO PERISH. TO SEEK THINGS BEYOND THIS IS OF NO PROFIT TO MAN, AND THEY TRANSCEND THE LIMITS OF HIS FACULTIES." NOT A FEW LEARNED MEN OF OUR DAY ARE SATISFIED WITH PLINY'S PRINCIPLES. THAT NATURE WORSHIP IS A NATURAL IMPULSE, HAS BEEN WELL ILLUSTRATED IN A PRETTY STORY TOLD OF A LITTLE ENGLISH GIRL, WHOSE FATHER WAS EXPECTED HOME FROM SEA, AND WHO WAS SEEN TO TAKE UP SOME WATER FROM A BASIN NEAR HER, AND SAY, "BEAUTIFUL WATER! SEND HOME MY FATHER HERE." WE HAVE A RIGHT TO ASSUME THAT OUR ISLAND RACES, EXISTING IN THE COUNTRY LONG BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF CELTS IN THE WEST, DID INDULGE IN NATURE WORSHIP, AND CONTINUED TO DO SO LONG AFTER THEY CAME TO THESE SHORES. EVEN CANUTE, AT THE END OF A THOUSAND YEARS AFTER CHRIST, FOUND OCCASION TO SAY, THAT "THEY WORSHIP HEATHEN GODS, AND THE SUN OR THE MOON, FIRE OR RIVERS, WATER, WELLS OR STONES, OR FOREST TREES OF ANY KIND." BARON D'HOLBACH SAID, "THE WORD GODS HAS BEEN USED TO EXPRESS THE CONCEALED, REMOTE, UNKNOWN CAUSES OF THE EFFECTS HE (MAN) WITNESSED." AND DORMER'S ORIGIN OF PRIMITIVE SUPERSTITIONS DECLARED THAT, "IF MONOTHEISM HAD BEEN AN ORIGINAL DOCTRINE, TRACES OF SUCH A BELIEF WOULD HAVE REMAINED AMONG ALL PEOPLES." LUBBOCK CONSIDERED THE ANDAMAN ISLANDERS "HAVE NO IDEA OF A SUPREME BEING." PROFESSOR JODI TALKS OF "THE DAY ON WHICH MAN BEGAN TO BECOME GOD." DR. CARUS, WHILE AFFIRMING THAT "THE ANTHROPOMORPHIC IDOL IS DOOMED BEFORE THE TRIBUNAL OF SCIENCE," SAYS, "THE IDEA OF GOD IS AND ALWAYS HAS BEEN A MORAL IDEA." PICTET OBSERVES, "THERE EXISTED VERY ANCIENTLY IN IRELAND A PARTICULAR WORSHIP, WHICH, BY THE NATURE OF ITS DOCTRINES, BY THE CHARACTER OF ITS SYMBOLS, BY THE NAMES EVEN OF ITS GODS, LIES NEAR TO THAT RELIGION OF THE CABIRS OF SAMOTHRACIA, EMANATING PROBABLY FROM PHŒNICIA." HE THOUGHT THE PHŒNICIANS INTRODUCED IT INTO ERIN, THE MUC INNIS, OR HOLY ISLE. OF THIS SYSTEM, BRYANT'S ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY HAS MUCH TO RELATE. A FRENCH AUTHOR HELD THAT THE CELTIC RELIGION WAS BASED UPON A BELIEF IN THE DUAL POWERS OF GOOD AND EVIL IN PERPETUAL STRIFE; AND THAT THE IRISH ASSOCIATED WITH THIS A CONTRADICTORY PANTHEISM AND NATURALISM, AS IN THE THEOGONY OF HESIOD. CERTAINLY, THE IRISH CALLED SEA, LAND, OR TREES TO WITNESS TO THEIR OATHS. THE FOUR MASTERS HAD THIS PASSAGE--"LAEGHAIRE TOOK OATHS BY THE SUN, AND THE WIND, AND ALL THE ELEMENTS, TO THE LEINSTER MEN, THAT HE WOULD NEVER COME AGAINST THEM, AFTER SETTING HIM AT LIBERTY." THE VERSION IN THE LEABHAR-NA-UIDHRI IS THAT "LAEGHAIRE SWORE BY THE SUN AND MOON, THE WATER AND THE AIR, DAY AND NIGHT, SEA AND LAND, THAT HE WOULD NEVER AGAIN, DURING LIFE, DEMAND THE BORUMEAN TRIBUTE OF THE LEINSTER MEN." O'BEIRNE CROWE, AT THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1869, DECLARED THE POEM FAETH FIADA PRE-CHRISTIAN; ADDING, "THAT THE PAGAN IRISH WORSHIPPED AND INVOKED, AS DID ALL OTHER PAGAN PEOPLE, THE PERSONIFIED POWERS OF NATURE, AS WELL AS CERTAIN NATURAL OBJECTS, IS QUITE TRUE." THE IRISH PRAYER, IN THE FAETH FIADA, RUNS THUS--"I BESEECH THE WATERS TO ASSIST ME. I BESEECH HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND CRONN (A RIVER) ESPECIALLY. TAKE YOU HARD WARFARE AGAINST THEM. MAY SEA-POURING NOT ABANDON THEM TILL THE WORK OF FENE CRUSHES THEM ON THE NORTH MOUNTAIN OCHAINE." AND THEN WE ARE TOLD THAT THE WATER ROSE, AND DROWNED MANY. THIS PRAYER WAS SAID TO HAVE BEEN USED BY CUCHULAINN, WHEN PRESSED HARD BY THE FORCES OF MEDB, QUEEN OF THE CONNACHTA. IF THE PALÆOLITHIC MAN BE ALLOWED TO HAVE BEEN SUSCEPTIBLE TO THE IMPRESSIONS OF NATURE, THE MIXTURE OF MANY RACES, DRIVEN ONE UPON ANOTHER IN THE WESTERN CORNER OF EUROPE, AND SO COMING IN CONTACT WITH SOME HIGHER INFLUENCES, COULD NOT BE IMAGINED WITHOUT IMPULSES OF DEVOTION TO THE MIGHTY AND MYSTERIOUS FORCES OF NATURE. OUR KNOWLEDGE OF SO-CALLED CELTIC RELIGION HAS BEEN LARGELY DERIVED FROM CÆSAR AND OTHER ROMAN AUTHORITIES. THESE, IMBUED WITH ITALIAN IDEAS, WERE NOT VERY RELIABLE OBSERVERS. THEY SAW JUPITER IN ONE CELTIC DEITY; MARS, MINERVA, APOLLO, AND MERCURY IN OTHERS. THEY KNEW THE PEOPLE AFTER RELATIONS, MORE OR LESS INTIMATE, WITH VISITORS OR TRADERS FROM MORE ENLIGHTENED LANDS. THEY WERE ACQUAINTED WITH IBERIANS, GERMANS, AND CELTS IN GAUL, BUT ONLY PARTIALLY WITH THOSE ACROSS THE CHANNEL, UNTIL CHRISTIANITY HAD MADE SOME WAY. THE WILDER MEN OF THOSE NATIONALITIES, IN IRELAND AND NORTHERN SCOTLAND, WERE LITTLE KNOWN; THESE, AT ANY RATE, HAD NOT QUITE THE SAME MYTHOLOGY AS ROMANS SAW IN GAUL. IT MAY BE GRANTED THAT THE TRADITIONAL OPINIONS OF THE IRISH WOULD BE MORE SAFELY CONVEYED TO US THROUGH THEIR EARLY LITERATURE, RUDE AS THAT MIGHT BE, AND CAPABLE OF CONFLICTING INTERPRETATIONS, HISTORICAL OR MYTHOLOGICAL. IN SPITE OF THE OBSCURITY OF FENIAN AND OTHER POETS OF THAT REMOTE AGE, THEIR WRITINGS DO FURNISH A BETTER KEY TO THE RELIGION OF ERIN, THAN THEORIES FOUNDED UPON THE REMARKS, OF ROMAN WRITERS RESPECTING GAULISH DIVINITIES. IT MUST, HOWEVER, BE CONCEDED THAT, IN THE MAIN, IRELAND CONSISTED OF VARIETIES OF THE THREE GREAT ETHNOLOGICAL DIVISIONS OF GAUL, COMMONLY CLASSED AS IBERIAN, GERMAN, AND CELTIC, AND INHERITED SOMETHING FROM EACH. A DIFFICULTY. SPRINGS UP FROM THE LANGUAGE IN WHICH THIS, EARLY POETS WROTE. LIKE OUR ENGLISH TONGUE, THE IRISH PASSED THROUGH MANY PHASES, AND THE READING THEREOF HAS OCCASIONED MUCH CONTENTION AMONG TRANSLATORS THE EARLY INTRODUCTION OF LATIN, NORMAN-FRENCH, AND ENGLISH INCREASED THE OBSCURITY, AND HAMPERED THE LABORS OF COPYISTS IN THE MIDDLE AGES, AS WAS THE CASE WITH THAT COMPOSITE LANGUAGE KNOWN NOW AS WELSH. THE GOD MOST PROMINENTLY SET FORTH IN EARLY IRISH MISSIONARY RECORDS, IN THE LIVES OF THE SAINTS, AND IN THE ANCIENT BARDS, IS CROM, CROMM CRUACH OR CENN CRÛACH, THE BLEEDING HEAD; OR CROMM CRUAICH, THE CROOKED OR BENT ONE OF THE MOUND. AS CROM-CRUAGHAIR, THE GREAT CREATOR, HE HAS, BY SOME WRITERS, BEEN IDENTIFIED WITH THE PERSIAN KERUM KERUGHER. CROM HAS BEEN RENDERED GREAT; AND CRUIN, THE THUNDERER. ONE CONSIDERS CROMLEAC AS THE ALTAR OF THE GREAT GOD. HE IS ALSO KNOWN AS CEANCROITIHI, AND THE HEAD OF ALL GODS. CROMDUFF-SUNDAY, KEPT EARLY IN AUGUST, WAS THE FESTIVAL OF BLACK CROM. HE FIGURES IN THE SEVERAL LIVES OF ST. PATRICK. AT THE TOUCH OF THE SAINT'S SACRED STAFF OF JESUS, HIS IMAGE FELL TO THE GROUND. HE IS ASSOCIATED WITH MAG SLECHT, A MOUND NEAR BALLYMAGAURAN, OF TULLYHEAD BARONY, COUNTY CAVAN. THE WELSH GOD PEN CRUG OR CRUC, CHIEF OF THE MOUND, ANSWERED TO THE IRISH DEITY. HE WAS CERTAINLY THE SUN-GOD, FOR HIS IMAGE WAS SURROUNDED BY THE FIXED REPRESENTATIONS OF TWELVE LESSER DIVINITIES. IRISH IMAGINATION PICTURED THE FIRST OF GOLD, THE OTHERS OF SILVER. THEY WERE CERTAINLY, STONES; AND, AS ANDREW LANG REMARKS, "ALL GREEK TEMPLES HAD THEIR FETISH STONE, AND EACH STONE HAD ITS LEGEND." THE ONE SURROUNDED WITH THE TWELVE WOULD READILY SUGGEST THE SUN AND THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. AN OLD REFERENCE TO CROM HAS BEEN RECORDED IN OGHAM LETTERS, THUS TRANSLATED, "IN IT CRUACH WAS AND TWELVE IDOLS OF STONE AROUND HIM, AND HIMSELF OF GOLD." IN THE OLD BOOK DINSEANCHUS WE READ THUS OF CROM CRUACH--"TO WHOM THEY SACRIFICED THE FIRST-BORN OF EVERY OFFSPRING, AND THE FIRST-BORN OF THEIR CHILDREN." THIS RECORD OF THEIR HEATHEN FATHERS MUST HAVE BEEN, DOUBTLESS, A LIBEL IN THE EXCESS OF ZEAL. THE PRIESTS OF CROM WERE THE CRUIM-THEARIGH. INSTEAD OF GOLD, ONE STORY DECLARES THE IMAGE WAS ORNAMENTED WITH BRONZE, AND THAT IT FACED THE SOUTH, OR SUN. IT WAS SET UP IN THE OPEN AIR ON THE MAG SLECHTA, SAYS COLGAN, THE FIELD OF ADORATION. THEY WHO ARE NOT IRISH OR WELSH SCHOLARS HAVE TO SUBMIT TO A GREAT VARIETY OF READINGS AND MEANINGS IN TRANSLATORS. THE MYTHOLOGY HAS BEEN THUS PUT INTO VERSE BY T. D. MCGEE "THEIR OCEAN GOD WAS MENANAN MAC LIR, WHOSE ANGRY LIPS IN THEIR WHITE FOAM FULL OFTEN WOULD INTER WHOLE FLEETS OF SHIPS. CROM WAS THEIR DAY GOD; AND THEIR THUNDERER, MADE MORNING AND ECLIPSE; BRIDE WAS THEIR QUEEN OF SONG, AND UNTO HER THEY PRAYED WITH FIRE-TOUCHED LIPS." PROFESSOR RHYS HAS AN EXPLANATION OF CROMM CRUAICH AS THE CROOKED OR BENT ONE OF THE MOUND; SAYING--"THE PAGAN SANCTUARY HAD BEEN SO LONG FALLING INTO DECAY, THAT OF THE LESSER IDOLS ONLY THEIR HEADS WERE TO BE SEEN ABOVE GROUND, AND THAT THE IDOL OF CENN CRUAICH, WHICH MEANT THE HEAD OR CHIEF OF THE MOUND, WAS SLOWLY HASTENING TO ITS FALL, WHENCE THE STORY OF ITS HAVING HAD AN INVISIBLE BLOW DEALT IT BY ST. PATRICK." THE MOTHER OF THE IRISH GODS, THE BONA DEA OF ROMANS--APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN THE MORRIGAN, TO WHOM THE WHITE-HORNED BULL WAS SACRED. SHE WAS THE GREAT QUEEN. SOME OLD POET HAD SUNG, "ANU IS HER NAME; AND IT IS FROM HER IS CALLED THE TWO PAPS ABOVE LUACHAIR." FROM HER PAPS SHE WAS BELIEVED TO FEED THE OTHER DEITIES, AND HENCE BECAME MOTHER OF THE GODS. ACCORDING TO ANOTHER, SHE WAS THE GODDESS OF BATTLE WITH THE TUATHA, AND ONE OF THE WIVES OF THE GREAT DAGDA. SHE WAS THOUGHT TO HAVE HER HOME IN THE SIGHI, OR FAIRY PALACES. THE BONA DEA OF ROME IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN HYPERBOREAN. HENCE, OBSERVES CROWE, IT MAY HAVE BEEN IRELAND THAT GAVE THE GODDESS AND HER WORSHIP TO THE ROMANS. AS ANN, SHE MAY HAVE BEEN THE GODDESS OF WEALTH. REA OR REAGH: WAS, ALSO, QUEEN OF HEAVEN. NOT A FEW CRESCENTS HAVE BEEN FOUND IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF CASTLE-REAGH. DR. KEATING CALLS THE MORIAGAN, BADHA, AND MACHA THE THREE CHIEF GODDESSES OF THE TUATH DE DANAANS. HER WHITE-HORNED BULL OF CRUACHAN, FIND-BENNACH, WAS IN DIRECT OPPOSITION TO THE BROWN BULL OF CUALNGE. SHE WAS THE GODDESS OF PROSPERITY. SHE OCCASIONALLY APPEARED IN THE SHAPE OF A BIRD AND ADDRESSED THE BULL DOND. SHE IS THE MOR RIOGAN, AND IDENTIFIED WITH CYBELE. THE FEMALE PRINCIPLE WAS ADORED BY THE OLD IRISH IN VARIOUS FORMS. AS THE BLACK VIRGIN, SHE IS THE DARK MOULD, OR MATTER, FROM WHOSE VIRGIN MATERIAL ALL THINGS PROCEED. SHE IS THE ANA-PEREMA, OF THE PHŒNICIANS, AND THE QUEEN OF WOMEN. SHE MAY BE THE BRID, BRIDE OR BRIDGET, GODDESS OF WISDOM, BUT DAUGHTER OF THE DRUID DUBHTHACH. SEVERAL GODDESSES ARE LIKE THE INDIAN DAWN GODDESSES. AINE, OR CIRCLE, WAS MOTHER OF ALL GODS. RI, OR ROL, SAYS RHYS, WAS "THE MOTHER OF THE GODS OF THE NON-CELTIC RACE." THE CELTIC HEUS OR ESUS WAS A MYSTERIOUS GOD OF GAUL. THE IRISH FORM WAS AESAR, MEANING, HE WHO KINDLES A FIRE, AND THE CREATOR. IN THIS WE ARE REMINDED OF THE ETRUSCAN AESAR, THE EGYPTIAN SUN BULL ASI, THE PERSIAN ASER, THE SCANDINAVIAN AESIR, AND THE HINDOO AESWAR. THE BHAGAVAT-GITA SAYS OF THE LAST THAT "HE RESIDES IN EVERY MORTAL." HESUS WAS ACKNOWLEDGED IN THE BRITISH ISLES. IN ONE PLACE HE IS REPRESENTED WITH A HATCHET, CUTTING DOWN A TREE. AS THE BRETON EUZUS, THE FIGURE IS NOT ATTRACTIVE LOOKING. DOM MARTIN STYLES ESUS OR HESUS "THE JEHOVAH OF THE GAULS." HE WAS, PERHAPS, THE AESAR, OR LIVING ONE, OF THE ETRUSCANS. LEFLOCQ DECLARES, "ESUS IS THE TRUE GOD OF THE GAULS, AND STANDS FOR THEM THE SUPREME BEING, ABSOLUTE AND FREE." THE NAME OCCURS ON AN ALTAR ERECTED IN THE TIME OF THE EMPEROR TIBERIUS, WHICH WAS FOUND IN 1711 UNDER THE CHOIR OF NOTRE DAME, PARIS. SUN-GODS WERE AS COMMON IN IRELAND AS IN OTHER LANDS. UNDER THE HEAD OF "SUN-WORSHIP" THE SUBJECT IS DISCUSSED; BUT SOME OTHER REFERENCES MAY BE MADE IN THIS PLACE. THE IRISH SUN-GODS, NATURALLY ENOUGH, FOUGHT SUCCESSFULLY IN SUMMER, AND THE BARDS GIVE MANY ILLUSTRATIONS OF THEIR WEAKNESS IN WINTER. SUN HEROES WERE NOT PRECISELY DEITIES, AS THEY WERE ABLE TO GO DOWN TO HADES. AENGUS, THE YOUNG SUN, WHOSE FOSTER-FATHER WAS MIDER, KING OF THE FAIRIES, WAS THE PROTECTOR OF THE DAWN GODDESS ETAIN, WHOM HE DISCREETLY KEPT IN A GLASS GRIANAN OR SUN-BOWER, WHERE HE SUSTAINED HER BEING MOST DELICATELY ON THE FRAGRANCE AND BLOOM OF FLOWERS. HIS FATHER WAS THE GREAT GOD DAGDA. SUN-GODS HAVE USUALLY GOLDEN HAIR, AND ARE GIVEN TO SHOOTING OFF ARROWS (SUNBEAMS), LIKE CHALDÆAN ONES. AS A RULE, THEY ARE NOT BROUGHT UP BY THEIR MOTHERS; ONE, IN FACT, WAS FIRST DISCOVERED IN A PIG-STY. THEY GROW VERY RAPIDLY, ARE HELPERS AND FRIENDS OF MANKIND, BUT ARE ENGAGED EVERYWHERE IN CEASELESS CONFLICTS WITH THE GODS OR DEMONS OF DARKNESS. THE IRISH SUN-GODS HAD CHARIOTS, LIKE THOSE OF THE EAST. THEY INDULGED IN THE PLEASURES OF THE CHASE, AND OF FIGHTING, BUT WERE MORE GIVEN TO THE PURSUIT OF ERIN'S FAIREST DAUGHTERS. OCCASIONALLY THEY MADE IMPROPER ACQUAINTANCE WITH DARKER BEINGS, AND WERE LED INTO TROUBLE THEREBY. GRIAN WAS THE APPELLATION OF THE SUN, AND CARNEACH FOR THE PRIEST OF THE SOLAR DEITY. STRABO MENTIONS A TEMPLE IN CAPPADOCIA TO APOLLO GRYNÆUS. OVID NOTES A GODDESS CALLED BY THE ANCIENTS GRANE. THE PHRYGIANS HAD A GOD GRYNÆUS. GRANE AND BAAL BOTH REFER TO THE SUN. J. T. O'FLAHERTY REGARDED THE IRISH WORD GRIAN AS PURE PHŒNICIAN. THE FOUR MASTERS INFORM THEIR READERS THAT "THE MONARCH LAOGAIRE HAD SWORN RATHA-GREINE AGUS GAVITHE"; THAT IS, BY THE SUN AND WIND. BREAKING HIS OATH, HE WAS KILLED BY THOSE DIVINITIES. EUSEBIUS HELD THAT USOUS, KING OF TYRE, ERECTED TWO PILLARS FOR WORSHIP TO THE SUN AND WIND. IT HAS BEEN AFFIRMED BY AN ERSE SCHOLAR, THAT THE IRISH COTÉ WORSHIPPED THE SUN UNDER FORTY DIFFERENT NAMES. DAL-GREINE, OR SUN STANDARD, WAS THE BANNER OF THE REPUTED FINGAL. DAGHDA WAS AN APOLLO, OR THE SUN. HE WAS ALSO THE GOD OF FIRE. THE PHŒNICIANS HAVE BEEN CREDITED AS THE INTRODUCERS OF IRISH SOLAR DEITIES. SIR S. RUSH MEYRICK HELD THEIR ORIGIN IN THESE ISLANDS FROM ARKITE SUN-WORSHIP: TYDAIN WAS THE ARKITE GOD, THE LORD OF MYSTERY. H. O'BRIEN, IN PHŒNICIAN IRELAND, DUBLIN, 1822, SPOKE OF THE IRISH WORD SIBBOL AS "A NAME BY WHICH THE IRISH, AS WELL AS ALMOST ALL OTHER NATIONS, DESIGNATED AND WORSHIPPED CYBELE;" SIBOLA, AN EAR OF CORN, BEING A SYMBOL OF CERES AND CYBELE OF THE PHŒNICIANS. SEVERAL SUPPOSED PHŒNICIAN RELICS, ESPECIALLY SWORDS, HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED IN IRELAND. THE GAULISH BELENUS WAS KNOWN OVER THESE ISLANDS. IN HIS TEMPLES AT BAYEUX AND AT BATH THERE WERE IMAGES OF THE SOLAR GOD. HE WAS ADORED, TOO, AT MONT ST. MICHEL. A REMNANT OF HIS WORSHIP IS SEEN IN THE CUSTOM OF MAIDS WASHING THEIR FACES IN MAY-MORN DEW, AND THEN MOUNTING A HILL TO SEE THE SUNRISE. ACCORDING TO SCHEDIUS, THE WORD MAY BE RENDERED 2 + 8 + 30 + 5 + 50 + 70 + 200 OR 365, THE PERIOD IN DAYS OF THE SUN'S ANNUAL ROUND. THE SOLAR HERCULES WAS REPRESENTED IN IRISH BY OGMIAN OR OGHAM. THE GOD OF LIGHT WAS EVER GOD OF THE HEAVENS. BELENUS WAS BELUS OR BELIS, FROM BELOS, AN ARROW, OR RAY, AND THEREFORE A FORM OF APOLLO. AS APOLLO-BELINUS, HE WAS THE YOUNG SUN, ARMED WITH ARROWS OR RAYS, AND WAS EXHIBITED AS A YOUNG MAN WITHOUT BEARD, AND RAYS ROUND HIS HEAD. AS APOLLO-ABELIOS, HE WAS THE OLD OR WINTER SUN, HAVING NO RAYS. THE BRETON GOD WAS BELETUCADRUS--MARS AND APOLLO BEING IDENTICAL. THE VOTIVE ALTAR AT ST. LIZIER BEARS THE NAMES OF MINERVA AND BELISANA. BARON CHAUDRUC-DE-CRAZANNES, WRITING UPON BELISANA, GODDESS OF THE GAULS, OBSERVES THAT CÆSAR "HAD FOUND IN ESUS, TARANIS, TEUTATES, CAMULUS, BELISANA, AN IDENTITY WITH JUPITER, MERCURY, APOLLO, MARS, AND MINERVA, OF GREEKS AND ROMANS." BELISANA, WITHOUT LANCE OR SHIELD, WAS CALLED THE QUEEN OF ARROWS, THE SOLAR RAYS. SHE WAS REPRESENTED AS THINKING PROFOUNDLY. SAMHAN, LITERALLY SERVANT, IS DERIVED FROM SAM, THE SUN; SO, SAMH-AN, LIKE THE SUN. AS THE IRISH PLUTO, HE IS GUARDIAN OF THE DEAD. AS SUCH, HE WOULD RECEIVE THE PRAYERS FOR SOULS ON HALLOW EVE. THE ARAB SCHAMS IS THE SUN. CEARAS, GOD OF FIRE, HAS A FEMININE EQUIVALENT IN CEARA, GODDESS OF NATURE. AS THE HORSE WAS A SYMBOL OF THE SUN, WE ARE NOT SURPRISED TO SEE IT ASSOCIATED WITH THE GOD CUNOBELIN OF GAUL, WHO HAD THE SUN'S FACE, WITH LOCKS OF HAIR. THE GAULISH CERNUNNOS APPEARED AS AN OLD MAN WITH HORNS ON HIS HEAD. LE BLANC, IN ETUDE SUR LE SYMBOLISME DRUIDIQUE, ASSERTS THAT THE NAME OF BAL-SAB PROVES THAT BÂL, BEL, OR BEAL IS THE SAME AS THE IRISH SAMHAN. BÂL IS THE PERSONIFICATION. OF THE SACRED FIRE BECOME VISIBLE. THE YEAR, THE WORK OF SAMHAN, THE SUN, WAS KNOWN AS THE HARMONY OF BEAL. SAMHAN, ADDS LE BLANC, "WAS THAT IDOL WHICH THE KING OF IRELAND ADORED AFTER THE NAME OF HEAD OF ALL THE GODS." IN THE PSALMS WE READ, "THEY JOIN THEMSELVES TO BAAL-PEOR, AND EAT THE SACRIFICE OF THE DEAD." THIS WAS TRUE OF MANY ANCIENT COUNTRIES, AND MAY; PERHAPS, BE APPLIED TO IRELAND. A HYMN TO APOLLO, APPEARING IN THE ABLY CONDUCTED STONYHURST MAGAZINE, IS SO BEAUTIFUL, AND SO TRULY DESCRIPTIVE OF THE SUN AND FIRE WORSHIP OF ANCIENT ERIN, THAT A VERSE OF IT MAY BE TRANSCRIBED: "PILE UP THE ALTAR WITH FAGGOTS AFRESH, THE HEAD BE OFF SEVERED--STREW WHEAT AND RYE, POURING LIBATIONS OF WINE ON THE FLESH, THAT ODOROUS INCENSE ASCEND THE SKY! WARD AGAINST EVIL, GUARD OF THE BYRE--          GLORIOUS SUN-GOD--PRINCE OF THE LYRE! OLYMPUS COMPELLING WITH HARMONIOUS SWELLING--APOLLO AEIDON! WORSHIPPED WITH FIRE!" THERE WAS AN IRISH FISH GOD, ASSOCIATED WITH CAVES AND STORMS, WITH THE ATTRIBUTES OF DAGON IN THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES. NEITH, A GOD OF WAR, HAD TWO WIVES, NEMAIN AND FEA; THESE WERE ALSO STYLED GODDESSES OF WAR. THE BOOK OF LEINSTER NAMES BRIAN, TUCHAR, AND SUCHARBA AS GODS OF THE TUATHS. THE IRISH BADB IS BUT THE GAULISH BADNA, AND YET NOT A GODDESS OF WAR. DEUC OR DUCIUS WAS KNOWN TO ST. AUSTIN AS "A LIBIDINOUS DEMON." AOU WAS ANOTHER CELTIC GOD. CAMULUS, THE GAULISH MERCURY, WHOSE IMAGE WAS ON THE PUY DE DOME, WAS THE IRISH CUMALL, FATHER OF THE MYTHICAL FINN, AND SAID TO BE THE SAME AS THE WELSH GWYN, SON OF NÛD. THE IRISH TOTH WAS PROBABLY A COPY OF THOTH, OR THE GAULISH TEUT, GOD OF WAR. CANOBALINOS, THE WELSH CONBELIN, WAS ADORED IN BOTH ISLES. DECETE IS NAMED IN DEVON, ANGLESEY, AND SOUTH-WEST IRELAND. DORMER SUPPOSED THE DEITIES WERE FIRST OF PLACE, THEN OF PEOPLES. RHYS SAW MINOR GODS AS GENII LOCORUM AND ASKED WHAT RACE IT WAS THAT GAVE THE CELTIC LANDS ITS POPULATION OF SPIRITS. HE REGARDED THE MASS OF DIVINITIES AS "VERY POSSIBLY CREATIONS OF THE PEOPLE HERE LONG BEFORE THE CELTS." THE NON-ARYAN MYTHOLOGY HAD DOUBTLESS GREAT INFLUENCE ON THE RELIGION OF THE GOIEDELS. WHEN ST. PATRICK TRIED CONVERSION UPON THE KING'S DAUGHTERS, EITHNE AND FINOLA, THEY INQUIRED IF HIS GOD LIVED IN THE HILLS, VALLEYS, FOUNTAINS, OR RIVERS. SEEING HIS PARTY IN WHITE, THE PRINCESSES CONCLUDED THEY WERE MEN OF SIDHE, OR EARTH DIVINITIES. SOME IMAGINE THE POPULAR MITHRAIC FAITH OF THE EAST REACHED IRELAND. IT DID GAIN THE SHORES OF GAUL; FOR, IN 1598, A STONE CIST WAS DUG UP NEAR DIJON, ENCLOSING A GLASS VESSEL. UPON THE STONE WAS THIS GREEK INSCRIPTION--"IN THE SACRED WOOD OF MITHRAS, THIS TUMULUS COVERS THE BODY OF CHYNDONAX, HIGH PRIEST. RETURN, THOU UNGODLY PERSON, FOR THE PROTECTING GODS PRESERVE MY ASHES." CHALDÆAN INFLUENCE MAY HAVE BEEN CARRIED TO ERIN BY TYRIAN TRADERS. VERY MANY TERMS OF DIVINATION USED THERE ARE LIKE THOSE EMPLOYED IN CHALDAIC. A CHALDÆAN RECORD ON PHYSIC OR DIVINATION WAS FOUND IN INDIA IN 1765. THE TUATHS, SO ASSOCIATED WITH IRISH DEITIES, HAVE BEEN THOUGHT TO BE WANDERING CHALDEES. IT IS SINGULAR THAT THE IRISH VENUS WAS RECOGNIZED UNDER THE NAMES OF BIDHGOE NANU, AND MATHAR, WHICH IN PERSIAN WOULD BE BIDUCHT, NANEA, AND METRA. THE CIRCLE MAY REPRESENT THE UNIVERSE. THE IRISH GOD TI-MOR MEANS THE GREAT CIRCLE. HE WAS ALPHA AND OMEGA, Α Ω, THE PERFECT DECAD OR 10, OF PYTHAGORAS. MUCH WAS ANOTHER NAME FOR THE GREAT GOD. IN COMPARING IRISH GODS WITH OTHERS, NEIT HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED WITH THE NAAT OF INDIA AND NEITH OF EGYPT; CREESHNA, THE SUN, WITH THE INDIAN CHRISTNA: PRITH, LORD OF THE AIR, WITH PRITHA, A TITLE OF VISHNU; NER, LATINIZED TO NEREUS, WITH THE NAROS OF INDIA; CAU, WITH CAUDRA; OMTI WITH THE BUDDHIST OM, ESAR WITH ESWARA. COMHDHIA--THE MIDDLE AND END--REMINDS ONE OF THE ORPHIC HYMN--"ZEUS IS THE FIRST, ZEUS IS THE LAST: ZEUS IS THE HEAD, ZEUS IS THE MIDDLE." "THE GOD OF THE GAEL," WRITES DONALD ROSS," WAS OUTSIDE OF HIM, AND DRAPED AWFULLY BY HIS IMAGINATION." THE DEITY EVERYWHERE HAS BEEN REGARDED WITH AWE, AND EVEN TERROR, IN ALL RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS. PANTHEISM, HOWEVER, IN SOME MYSTICAL FORM, ENTERED THE MIND OF THE GAEL, AS WELL AS THAT OF THE GREEK AND HINDOO. WHILE ORPHEUS SANG, "ALL HAS COME FROM THE BOSOM OF ZEUS," FINLANDERS HELD THAT THEIR GOD KAWE WAS IN THE BOSOM OF K-UNATTARIS (NATURE). SOME FANCY THE BUTTERFLY--DEALBHAUDE--WAS IN IRELAND A SYMBOL OF GOD, FROM ITS CHANGES OF BEING. BE'AL WAS THE SOURCE OF ALL BEING, AS THE SCANDINAVIAN TUISCO, AFTER WHOM OUR TUESDAY IS NAMED, WAS THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF ALL BEINGS. DR. TODD AFFIRMED--"THE IRISH HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF THE DEI GENTIUM, SATURN, APOLLO, MARS, OR OF THE FEMININE DEITIES JUNO, VENUS, MINERVA, UNDER ANY CELTIC NAME OR DESIGNATION." CROWE ANSWERED, "NOW, THIS IS NOT TRUE. THE DEI GENTIUM, UNDER THE ANCIENT GAULISH OR IBERNO-CELTIC NAMES, ARE OFTEN MET WITH IN IRISH STORY." BUT CROWE HELD WITH CÆSAR AND TACITUS, THAT THE CELTS OF GAUL AND OUR ISLES HAD SIMILAR GODS TO THOSE OF ROME AND GREECE. THOUGH THE TRANSCRIBERS OF THE BOOK OF LEINSTER, DURING THE FIFTEENTH, SIXTEENTH, AND SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES, CORRUPTED THE MS., FROM IGNORANCE MORE THAN DESIGN, YET NOT A FEW LEARNED MEN TRACE IN THAT BOOK THE MOST ANCIENT IRISH MYTHOLOGICAL TREATISE. WITH SO FIGHTING A RACE AS THAT OF ERIN, WAR-GODS WERE COMMON. SOME WERE BATTLE FURIES, AS NEMON, THE NEMETONA OF GAUL. OTHERS WERE LIKE CAIRBRE, WHOSE EXPLOITS ARE NARRATED BY THE FOUR MASTERS, AND WHO, AS A HERO, WAS, AS PROF. RHYS SAYS, "PLACED ON A LEVEL WITH THE GODS." IT IS NOT EASY, HOWEVER, TO DISCOVER THERE THOSE ANCIENT LEGENDS WHICH, AS CORY'S ANCIENT FRAGMENTS SUPPOSES, "RECOGNIZE AS THE PRIMARY ELEMENT OF ALL THINGS, TWO INDEPENDENT PRINCIPLES, OF THE NATURE OF MALE AND FEMALE; AND THOSE IN MYSTIC UNION, AS THE SOUL AND BODY, CONSTITUTE THE GREAT HERMAPHRODITE DEITY." THERE WAS SCARCELY THAT REFINEMENT IN ANCIENT IRELAND. DR. KENEALY'S BOOK OF GOD PERCEIVES IN THE IRISH OUN OR AIN THE CYCLE, OR SEASONS COURSE; AS IN BEL-AIN, THE YEAR OF BAAL, THE SUN. THE IRISH ANIUS IS THE ASTROLOGER, SURVEYING THE CYCLE. BAY IS REGARDED AS CIRCLE OR CYCLE IN IRISH AND SANSCRIT. THE IRISH CNAIMH WAS, IN KENEALY'S VIEW, THE PHŒNICIAN GREAT-WINGED ONE, OR CNEPH OF EGYPT. HE SPEAKS OF "THEIR MORE ANCIENT MANNER OF INVOCATION BEING AIN TREIDHE DIA AINM TAU-LAC, FAN, MOLLAC OR AIN, TRIPLE GOD, WHOSE NAME IS TAU-LAC, FAN, MOLLAC. THIS THIRD PERSON WAS THE DESTROYER." FAN HE PLACES WITH PAN OR PHANES. ANOTHER FANCIFUL AUTHOR SEES THE SOURCE OF AN IRISH RELIGIOUS FESTIVAL IN THE CHARISTITA OF ROMANS, A FEAST SACRED TO CONCORD AND THE LOVES AT THE END OF THE YEAR--WHENCE THE WORD EU-CHARIST. LENOIR IS MORE CORRECT IN SAYING, "ASTRONOMY IS TRULY THE FRUITFUL SOURCE FROM WHICH THE MAGES AND THE PRIESTS HAVE DRAWN ANCIENT AND MODERN FABLES." THE REV. R. SMIDDY WRITES OF THE CELTIC CEAL, THE HEAVEN; AND CEALTACH, A HEAVENLY PERSON. CHURCH, A CIRCLE, IS SWREAL, OR SWREALLEACHT, THE PILLARED TEMPLE OF THE DRUIDS. HE DERIVES TEAMPUL FROM TIOMCHAL, ROUND, AS THE SUN. TAKING DIA AS BOTH GOD AND DAY, HE GETS DIA SOL, DIA LUAN, DIA MOIRT (DEATH), DIA CEADION (THE FIRST GOD), DIA ARDION (THE HIGH GOD), DIA BEANION (THE WOMAN GOD), DIA SATHARN (SATURN). AFTER ALL, WE MAY PERCEIVE, WITH MAX MÜLLER, THAT "THE WHOLE DICTIONARY OF ANCIENT RELIGION IS MADE UP OF METAPHOR." THE FRENCH AUTHOR OF SIRIUS, WHO PERCEIVES IN THAT STAR THE ORIGIN OF ALL THUNDERING OR BARKING GODS, HAS A GOD OF THUNDER IN THE CELTIC T-ARAN, WHICH IS T AFFIX TO THE SOUND MADE BY A DOG. "THE CELTIC PRIESTS, OR DRUIDS," SAYS HE, "WHO, LIKE THE EGYPTIAN PRIESTS, HAD ADOPTED THE CHIEN-LEVRIER FOR A SYMBOL, CALLED THEMSELVES THE MINISTERS OF AN UNKNOWN GOD, DESCENDED, IT IS SAID, UPON EARTH, AS THOTH, UNDER A HUMAN FORM, AND HAVING ALL THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THAT EGYPTIAN GOD, WITH THE HEAD OF A DOG; BENEFACTOR OF HUMANITY, SUPREME--CIVILIZING LEGISLATOR, POET AND MUSICIAN, KING OF BARDS, INVENTOR AND PROTECTOR OF AGRICULTURE, REGULATOR OF WATERS, PROTECTOR IN DARKNESS, RAISED TO THE PRESIDENCY IN A CIRCLE OF STONES, FOUNDER OF SACRED CEREMONY, MODEL-PRIEST, INVOKED UNDER THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF FATHER [STEPHEN]." ALL THAT IS VERY WELSH, AND CANNOT BE APPLIED TO IRELAND. THE WELSH TRIADS HAVE HAD CLAIMED FOR THEM A GREATER AGE THAN MODERN CRITICS ARE DISPOSED TO ALLOW. MANY OF THE WELSH GODS THEREIN RECORDED ARE OF DOUBTFUL PAGAN ORIGIN, AND BELONGED RATHER TO THE MYSTICISM THAT CREPT INTO EUROPE FROM THE EAST DURING THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES. THE IRISH--EXCEPT WHERE THEIR BARDS CAME UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE SAME WAVE OF ORIENTAL OR GNOSTIC LEARNING--OF OLDEN TIME KNEW LITTLE OF ADDON, THE SEED-BEARER IN HIMSELF; AMMON WITHOUT BEGINNING; CELI, THE MYSTERY; DEON, THE JUST: DUV, HE IS: DOVYDD. REGULATOR; DEON, SEPARATE ONE; DWYV, I AM; DAW, BEING; GWAWR, DAWN OF DAY; GWERTHEVIN, SUPREME; TON, SOURCE; TOR, ONE OF YORE; NUDD, MANIFEST; PERYDD, CAUSE; RHEN, PERVADER; RHWYF, OVERLOOKER. THERE IS NO MENTION OF THEIR RECOGNITION OF THE THREE ATTRIBUTES--PLENNYDD, ALAWN, AND GWRON, INDICATED BY THE THREE DIVERGENT RAYS. THEY HAD NO CIRCLE OF CEUGANT AS THE INFINITE SPACE; NOR DID THEY LOOK UPON THE CROMLECH AS REPRESENTING, IN THREE STONES UPHOLDING THE CAP-STONE, THE DOCTRINE OF TRINITY IN UNITY. WE CANNOT CONCEIVE OF AN IRISH BARD WRITING, AS DID A WELSH BARD, OF CERIDWEN--"HER COMPLEXION IS FORMED OF THE MILD LIGHT IN THE EVENING HOUR, THE SPLENDID, GRACEFUL, BRIGHT, AND GENTLE LADY OF THE MYSTIC SONG." BUT WE DO KNOW THAT THE EARLY CRUSADERS BROUGHT HOME MUCH OF THIS MYSTIC TALK FROM THE EAST, AND THAT ECCLESIASTICS OF AN IMAGINATIVE TURN WERE CHARMED WITH PSEUDO-CHRISTIAN GNOSTICISM. THE IRISH PAGAN, AS THE WELSH PAGAN, WAS IGNORANT OF SUCH REFINEMENT OF SPEECH OR IDEAS. THE WELSH ARCHDRUID ASSURED THE WRITER OF HIS BELIEF THAT SO-CALLED PAGAN PHILOSOPHY WAS THE SOURCE OF BARDISM, THAT THE TEACHING OF THE TRIADS WAS BUT THE CONTINUATION OF A FAR OLDER FAITH IN HIS FATHERS. OSSIAN MORE PROPERLY PICTURES THE OPINIONS OF HIS RACE IN IRELAND AND SCOTLAND, THOUGH THEY ARE RATHER NEGATIVE THAN AFFIRMATIVE. HE, DOUBTLESS, NEVER ENTERED THE ESOTERIC CIRCLE OF DRUIDISM, AND IS VERY FAR FROM DISPLAYING ANY TINCTURE OF MYSTICISM IN HIS VERSES. HIS GODS WERE HARDLY SPIRITUAL, BUT VULNERABLE; AS, WHEN FINGAL FOUGHT THE SCANDINAVIAN DEITY, THAT SHRIEKED WHEN WOUNDED, "AS ROLLED INTO HIMSELF, HE ROSE UPON THE WIND." YET THE GODS COULD DISTURB THE WINDS AND WAVES, BRING STORMS ON FOES, AND SO DESTROY THEM. DR. BLAIR WAS STRUCK WITH THE ALMOST TOTAL ABSENCE OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS IN OSSIAN. EVEN AT THE FUNERAL, IN TEMORA, WE HAVE ONLY, "LOUD AT ONCE FROM THE HUNDRED BARDS ROSE THE SONG OF THE TOMB." HE LIVED IN THE AGE OF CHRISTIANITY. HEAR THE CHALLENGE OF THE WILD NORTHMEN--"ARE THE GODS OF THE CHRISTIANS AS GREAT AS LODA (ODIN) OF THE LOCHLINS?" DR. DONALD CLARK FANCIED THAT IN OSSIAN'S DAY THE PEOPLE HAD LOST FAITH IN THEIR OLD DRUIDIC RELIGION, BUT HAD NOT THEN EMBRACED CHRISTIANITY. THE REMARKS OF DR. H. WADDELL ARE ENTITLED TO CAREFUL ATTENTION. REFERRING TO OSSIAN, HE SAYS--"ALL LOCAL GODS, TO HIM, WERE OBJECTS OF RIDICULE. HE RECOGNIZED THE DEITY, IF HE COULD BE SAID TO RECOGNIZE HIM AT ALL, AS AN OMNIPRESENT VITAL ESSENCE, EVERYWHERE DIFFUSED IN THE WORLD, OR CENTERED FOR A LIFETIME IN HEROES. HE HIMSELF, HIS KINDRED, HIS FOREFATHERS, AND THE HUMAN RACE AT LARGE, WERE DEPENDENT SOLELY ON THE ATMOSPHERE; THEIR SOULS WERE IDENTIFIED WITH THE AIR, HEAVEN WAS THEIR NATURAL HOME, EARTH THEIR TEMPORARY RESIDENCE, AND FIRE THE ELEMENT OF PURIFICATION, OR THE BRIGHT PATH TO IMMORTALITY FOR THEM WHEN THE HOUR OF DISSOLUTION CAME.--THE INCREMATION OF MALVINA'S REMAINS, ON THE PRINCIPLE OF TRANSMUTATION, AND ESCAPE FROM DARK, PERISHABLE CLAY TO LUMINOUS AND IMMORTAL ETHER, IS A BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATION OF THIS." AFTER ALL, ONE IS CONSTRAINED TO ADMIT WITH ERNEST RHYS--"I FOR ONE AM QUITE PREPARED TO BELIEVE IN A DRUIDIC RESIDUE, AFTER YOU HAVE STRIPPED ALL THAT IS MEDIÆVAL AND BIBLICAL FROM THE POEMS OF TALIESIN." SO, IT IS WITH OSSIAN, OR OTHER BARDS OF IRISH ORIGIN. WITH ALL THAT HAS BEEN ACCUMULATING OF A MEDIÆVAL CHARACTER, FROM THE HANDS OF SUPPOSED TRANSCRIBERS AND TRANSLATORS, THERE YET REMAINS SOMETHING OF THE PRIMEVAL BARBARIC CONCEPTION OF RELIGION IN THE GRAND OLD TALES OF ERIN. IN THE BARDIC STORY OF THE BATTLE OF GABHRA WE READ--"I RETURN MY THANKS TO THE GODS." THIS LED N. O'KEARNEY TO OBSERVE--"FROM THIS PASSAGE IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE PURE MONOTHEISM OF THE DRUIDS HAD DWINDLED DOWN INTO A VULGAR POLYTHEISM, PREVIOUS TO THE DATE OF THE FENIAN ERA. HISTORIANS ASSERT THAT TIGHERNMAS WAS THE FIRST MONARCH WHO INTRODUCED POLYTHEISM, AND THAT A GREAT MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE WERE STRUCK DEAD. ON THE WORSHIP OF STRANGE GODS. THE SUN, MOON, STARS, ELEMENTS, AND MANY ANIMALS THAT WERE ADORED BY THE EGYPTIANS, WERE INTRODUCED AS DEITIES." JOCELIN, AN INTERESTING ROMANCER, SPEAKING OF LEGASIUS, SON OF KING NEAL, TELLS THE READER THAT "HE SWORE BY AN IDOL CALLED CEANEROITHI, OR THE HEAD OF ALL THE GODS, BECAUSE HE WAS BELIEVED BY THE FOOLISH PEOPLE TO GIVE ANSWERS." A PERIODICAL CALLED THE HARP OF ERIN, WHICH APPEARED IN 1818, HAS THE FOLLOWING ARGUMENT FROM AN OLD TRADITION: "THAT THE ANCIENT IRISH WERE NOT IDOLATERS, WE HAVE SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE TO CONVINCE ANY PERSON WHO IS POSSESSED OF COMMON UNDERSTANDING. WE ARE INFORMED THAT TIGHERNMAS, THE KING, WAS THE FIRST WHO PAID DIVINE HONORS TO AN IDOL, AND THAT HAVING BEEN STRUCK BY LIGHTNING, HIS DEATH WAS CONSIDERED AS A JUDGMENT. SURELY, IF IDOLATRY HAD BEEN A COMMON PRACTICE OF THE PEOPLE, THEIR BARDS AND HISTORY WOULD NEITHER HAVE REPRESENTED THE ACT OF THE MONARCH AS A CRIME, NOR HIS DEATH PUNISHMENT FROM HEAVEN FOR THE OFFENCE." THE QUOTATIONS FROM BARDIC CHRONICLES AND POEMS, MADE BY PROF. RHYS AND OTHERS, WOULD NOT SANCTION THE VIEWS OF THE HARP OF ERIN. THEIR NUADA, DIARMAIT, CONCHOBAR, &C, WERE ASSUREDLY SUN-DEITIES RHYS SAYS OF THE LAST NAMED, "CONCHOBAR WAS DOUBTLESS NOT A MAN, HIS SISTER DECHTERE, THE MOTHER OF CUCHULAINN, IS CALLED A GODDESS. HE WAS KNOWN IN THE BOOK OF THE DUN AS DIAALMAIDE, OR TERRESTRIAL GOD. THE RIVER BOYNE MAY HAVE HAD ITS NAME FROM THE GODDESS BOANN, WIFE OF THE IRISH NEPTUNE, NODENS. ADOLPHE PICTET WAS FORMERLY REGARDED AS THE MOST LEARNED CELTIC SCHOLAR IN FRANCE. HE IS VERY PRECISE IN HIS BELIEF OF IRISH POLYTHEISM, THOUGH INFLUENCED TOO STRONGLY BY THE CABIRIC THEORY. "THE DOUBLE CABIRIC IRISH CHAIN," SAYS HE, "IS ONLY THE ASCENDING DEVELOPMENT OF THE TWO PRIMITIVE PRINCIPLES." ORDINARY PEOPLE MAY FAIL TO FOLLOW THIS PHILOSOPHER IN HIS METAPHYSICAL VIEWS CONCERNING THE EARLY IRISH. THEY MAY DOUBT HIS PROGRESSION OF SIX DEGREES IN IRISH MASCULINE AND FEMININE DIVINITIES. HE HELD THAT EIRE, EO-ANU, AND CEARA WERE ONLY THE SAME BEING IN THREE DEGREES OF DEVELOPMENT; THAT PORSAIBHEAN, DAUGHTER OF CEARA, WAS THE GREEK PERSEPHONE, THE ROMAN PROSERPINE; THAT CEARAS AND CEARA WERE KOROS AND HIS SISTER KORE; THAT CEARAS WAS DAGH-DAE, GOD OF FIRE, AND THAT HE WAS A SORT OF DEMIURGUS; THAT AESAR AND EIRE OR AEIRE, AS FUNDAMENTAL DUALITY, GIVE BIRTH TO TWO CHAINS OF PROGRESSIVE PARALLELS, MASCULINE AND FEMININE, FIRE AND WATER, SUN AND MOON; THAT THE GODDESS LUTE OR LUFE IS POWER AND DESIRE, BUT LUTH IS FORCE; THAT THE MIDR, CHILDREN OF DAGHDAE, WERE RAYS OF GOD; THAT AESAR WAS GOD OF INTELLIGIBLE FIRE; THAT BRIGHIT WAS GODDESS OF WISDOM AND POETRY, LIKE NATH, WHILE AEDH WAS GODDESS OF VITAL FIRE. MUCH OF THIS MIGHT BE ESTEEMED BY SOME READERS AS A PLEASING OR ROMANTIC PHILOSOPHY OF IRISH MYTHOLOGY. IT MAY BE USEFUL TO LOOK AT THE RELIGION OF THE MANX, OR PEOPLE OF THE ISLE OF MAN, WHO WERE, IF NOT IRISH, CLOSE KINSMEN OF THE SAME. WE TAKE THE FOLLOWING FROM A MANX POEM, FIRST PRINTED IN 1778, AS DEALING WITH THE DIVINITIES. "MANANAN BEG, HIGHT MAC OF LERR, WAS HE THE FIRST THAT RULED THE LAND; A PAGAN, AND A SORCERER, HE WAS, AT LEAST I UNDERSTAND." THIS MANANAN, A DEITY OF THE TUATH DE DANAANS, WAS GOD OF WATERS; BUT MAC OF LIR WAS STYLED SON OF THE SEA. NEID AND BAD WERE GODS OF THE WIND. WE ARE INFORMED BY THE AUTHOR THAT "BY THE NAME GUBH OR GOBH, A BLAZE, FIRE, THE PAGAN IRISH MEANT TO INSINUATE THAT SAM-GUBHA WERE PARTICULARLY INSPIRED BY THE SOLAR HEAT." THE MOTTO OF OLD WAS, "LET THE ALTAR FOR EVER BLAZE TO DAGHDAE." EASC WAS THE NEW MOON TO MANX AND IRISH. THE IRISH STILL SAY PATERNOSTER AT THE NEW MOON, AND, CROSSING THEMSELVES, ADD, "MAY YOU LEAVE US AS SAFE AS YOU FOUND US!" CE-AEHD WAS A GODDESS OF NATURE. AN OLD POEM SAYS, "THERE WAS WEEPING IN THE DAY OF SAMAN BACHE." CEARA WAS THE SUN; AND BADHH-BE-BAD, THE GOD OF WIND. BRID, DAUGHTER OF DAGHDAE, WAS THE GODDESS OF WISDOM AND POETS; AN, THE MATER DEA, AODH, GODDESS OF FIRE. MANX TRADITIONS AND CUSTOMS ARE SIMILAR TO THE IRISH. SWORD-WORSHIP, IN SOME RESPECTS, FIGURED IN THE PAST, AS WITH THE HUNS. FAMOUS HEROES OR DEITIES HAVE HAD THE NAMES OF THEIR SWORDS PRESERVED, AS IN THE CASE OF ARTHUR AND FINGAL. SPEAKING SWORDS OCCUR IN THE LEB NA HUIDRE, AS RECORDED IN THE REVUE CELTIQUE. NOTICING THE CUSTOM OF BRINGING IN THE TONGUES OF THE SLAIN AS TROPHIES, THE IRISH MS. SAYS--"AND IT IS THUS THEY OUGHT TO DO THAT, AND THEIR SWORDS ON THEIR THIGHS WHEN THEY USED TO MAKE THE TROPHY, FOR THEIR SWORDS USED TO TURN AGAINST THEM WHEN THEY MADE A FALSE TROPHY--FOR DEMONS USED TO SPEAK TO THEM FROM THEIR ARMS." SPENSER GIVES THIS NARRATIVE ON THE FABLED POWER OF THE SWORD; SAYING, "SO DO THE IRISH AT THIS DAY, WHEN THEY GO TO BATTLE, SAY CERTAIN PRAYERS OR CHARMS TO THEIR SWORDS, MAKING A CROSS THEREWITH UPON THE EARTH, AND THRUSTING THE POINTS OF THEIR BLADES INTO THE GROUND, THINKING THEREBY TO HAVE THE BETTER SUCCESS IN FIGHT. ALSO, THEY USE COMMONLY TO SWEAR BY THEIR SWORDS." THE FAIRIES OR SIDES ARE OFTEN PRESENTED AS DEITIES. AS THE TUATHA WERE LARGELY SUPERNATURAL, AND THEIR SPIRITS HAUNTED THE OLD SPOTS, IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT THESE ARRACHTA OR SPECTRES WERE REVERENCED BY THE IRISH. THOUGH ST. PATRICK DROVE MANY OF THEM AWAY, A NUMBER FLED ACROSS DONEGAL BAY TO THE PAGANS OF SENGHLEANN. IN ST. FIACC'S STORY OF THE SAINT WE ARE ASSURED THAT THE IRISH USED TO WORSHIP THE SIDES. "THIS SIDE WORSHIP," WROTE BEIRNE CROWE, "HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH DRUIDISM; IN FACT, WAS OPPOSED TO IT, AND MUST HAVE PRECEDED IT IN IRELAND." THEY WERE DEIFIED MORTALS, ANYHOW, AND CAPABLE, BY INTERCOURSE WITH WOMEN, OF PRODUCING HEROES. BUT ONE WAS HARDLY JUSTIFIED IN DECLARING THAT "THE WORSHIP OF THESE DEITIES REACHES BACK TO THE REMOTEST ANTIQUITY, TO AT LEAST A THOUSAND YEARS BEFORE THE DRUID APPEARED." THE SIDES AND THE DRUIDS ARE CURIOUSLY OPPOSED TO EACH OTHER IN LEGENDS. THE SIDE GODDESS, IN THE ADVENTURES OF CONDLA RUAD, TOLD COUD'S DRUID THAT DRUIDISM HAD THE GRADES CONFERRED ON IT IN THE GREAT LAND OR ELYSIUM. IT WAS THOUGHT THAT THEIR TEMPLES WERE THE SO-CALLED DRUIDICAL MONUMENTS, ESPECIALLY NEW GRANGE. THEY WERE SCATTERED ALL OVER IRELAND. BY THE IRISH MAC OC, KING OF THE FAIRIES, LIVING IN A GLASS STRUCTURE, IS MEANT THE YOUNG SUN. RHYS SAID THE STORY "DOUBTLESS BELONGED ORIGINALLY TO IRISH MYTHOLOGY BEFORE ANY CELTS HAD SETTLED IN IRELAND." THIS MAC OC, OR AENGUS, IS REGARDED AS THE IRISH COUNTERPART OF MERLIN OR EMRYS. HE IS ASSOCIATED WITH A FAIRY MAIDEN, IN THE FORM OF A SWAN. HE WAS THE SON OF THE DIVINE KING OF THE TUATHS, AND USURPED HIS FATHER'S CROWN, AS ZEUS DID THAT OF HIS FATHER CHRONOS. AS IN OTHER LANDS, THE DOMAINS OF HEROES AND GODS CONTINUALLY ENCROACH UPON EACH OTHER; AS DIVINE ATTRIBUTES ARE BESTOWED UPON DEPARTED CHIEFS, AND DIVINE HONORS, AFTER THE TAPU ORDER, ARE OFTEN PAID TO LIVING HEADS OF SEPTS. IN NO COUNTRY, PERHAPS, WAS THERE MORE REVERENCE GIVEN TO CHIEFS, AND IN NONE MORE RIGOROUS OBEDIENCE EXACTED FROM THE PEOPLE BY THOSE WHO THEN CONTROLLED THE VERY TRIBAL LANDS. IT MAY BE THAT THIS PECULIARITY OF NATIVE CHARACTER WOULD ACCOUNT FOR THE DEVOTION TO SAINTS IN IRISH CHRISTIAN TIMES. STILL, IT HAS BEEN POINTED OUT HOW TRADITION HAS CONVERTED HONORED HEROES OR DIVINITIES OF FORMER DAYS INTO MODERN SAINTS. THIS IS, AT LEAST, A VERY CURIOUS COINCIDENCE, AND BY NO MEANS CONFINED TO IRELAND, BEING WITNESSED IN SCOTLAND, WALES, CORNWALL, AND BRITTANY. THE GREAT AGE TO WHICH SOME OF THESE LIVED, ACCORDING TO SUCH AUTHORITIES AS THE FOUR MASTERS, &C., EXCITES ATTENTION. ST. DIARERCA AND ST. FECHIN CONTINUED ON EARTH 180 YEARS; BUT ST. CIARAN, 300; ST. MOCHTA, 300; ST. SINCHEALL, 330. THEIR UBIQUITY IS SUSPICIOUS. THUS, THERE ARE 25 ST. SHANAUNS OR SHANNONS, 37 MOLUANS, 43 MOLAISES, 58 MOCHUANS, 200 COLMANS, AND A NUMBER CALLED ST. DAGAN, ST. MOLACH, ST. DUIL, &C. IT IS ODD TO PERCEIVE SO MANY PROVIDED WITH AN ALIAS. "IF THE ANCIENT IRISH," OBSERVES MARCUS KEANE, "BELONGED TO ONE GREAT SYSTEM OF MYTHOLOGY, WE WOULD NATURALLY EXPECT TO FIND TRADITIONS OF DIFFERENT GODS OF THE SAME SYSTEM PRESERVED IN THE SAME LOCALITY. THIS ACCORDINGLY WE FIND TO BE THE CASE." MRS. WILKES, IN UR OF THE CHALDEES, REMARKED THAT MANY OF THE SAINTS OF IRELAND BEAR ARYAN AND SEMITIC NAMES. AGAIN, "THEY (THE MISSIONARIES) FOUND IT NECESSARY, IN MANY CASES, TO PRESERVE TO THE CHRISTIAN FAITH THE NAMES OF MANY OF THE GODS AND HEROES OF THEIR FOREFATHERS." SHE INSTANCES ST. MOLACH, ST. DAGAN, ST. DUIL, ST. SATAN, ST. DI(CH)UL, ST. CRONAN. ANOTHER POINTS OUT THAT ST. LUAN IS DERIVED FROM LUNE OR LUGEDUS; ST. BOLCAIN FROM VULCAN; ST. CIARAN FROM THE CENTAUR CHIRON; AND ST. DECLAN FROM DECLAIN, THE IRISH GOD OF GENERATION. M. SONNERAT HELD THAT ST. SHANNON WAS THE GOD DEARG. THE AUTHOR OF TOWERS AND TEMPLES OF ANCIENT IRELAND DERIVES ST. DIUL FROM DIA-BAAL; ST. MAEDOG FROM MAEDEOG OF VIRGINITY; AND ST. EARC FROM EARCH, THE SUN. HE FOUND 24 WITH THE NAME OF COLOMB, 12 OF BRIDGET, 25 OF SENAN, 12 OF DICHUL, AND 30 OF CRONAN. HE CONTENDED THAT IRISH HAGIOLOGY "BEGAN TO BE COMMITTED TO WRITING ABOUT THE TENTH CENTURY"; THAT "IN AFTER TIMES WHEN IT WAS THOUGHT DESIRABLE TO ASCRIBE ANCIENT LEGENDS TO CHRISTIAN SAINTS, ALL WERE WITHOUT DISTINCTION REFERRED TO THE FIFTH AND SIXTH CENTURIES, AS OF COURSE NO CELEBRATED SAINT COULD HAVE BEEN ASCRIBED TO A PERIOD BEFORE ST. PATRICK, AND THAT "THE ANCIENT LITERATURE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN DESTROYED BY THE EARLY CHRISTIANS." ALTHOUGH EVERY ONE CANNOT BE EXPECTED TO FOLLOW MARCUS KEANE IN OPINION, THERE IS MUCH PLAUSIBILITY, IF NOT REASON, IN THE ASSUMPTION THAT SOME OF THE IRISH SAINTS WERE BAPTIZED DEITIES OF THE ISLAND. PROF. BEVAN, IN A RECENT LECTURE AT THE GRESHAM COLLEGE, SHOWED HOW THE CELTIC GODS WERE ROMANIZED. OGMIUS BECAME MERCURY; GRANNOS, APOLLO; CATURIX OR CAMULOS, MARS; BRIDGIT, MINERVA; ESAS, JUPITER. HE THOUGHT THE IRISH RELIGION WAS PARTLY OF ABORIGINAL FORMS OF BELIEF, AND PARTLY DRUIDIC. HE CONSIDERED THE TRANSITION FROM DRUIDISM TO CHRISTIANITY A VERY GRADUAL ONE. LUD OR LLUD, WHOSE TEMPLE WAS ON THE SITE OF ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL, HE RECOGNIZED AS THE IRISH NODENS. AS THE REVUE CELTIQUE CONTAINS A WEALTH OF LEARNING PERTAINING TO THE MYTHOLOGY OF IRELAND, SOME INFORMATION FROM THAT WORK MAY BE HERE PLACED BEFORE THE READER. BADB, ONE OF THE IRISH GODDESSES OF WAR) HAD THREE SISTERS, NEMAN, MACHA, AND MORRIGAN OR MORRIGU. THESE ARE DESCRIBED AS FURIES, ABLE TO CONFOUND ARMIES; EVEN THOUGH ASSUMING BUT THE FORM OF A CROW. HENNESSEY THOUGHT THESE THREE WERE SEPARATE BEINGS: "THE ATTRIBUTES OF NEMAN BEING THOSE OF A BEING WHO CONFOUNDED HER VICTIMS WITH MADNESS, WHILST MORRIGU INCITED TO DEEDS OF VALOUR, OR PLANNED STRIFE AND BATTLE, AND MACHA REVELED AMIDST THE BODIES OF THE SLAIN." BADB WAS THE DAUGHTER, ALSO, OF THE MYTHICAL TUATHA KING ERNMAS. SHE INSPIRED FEAR, SO AS TO PRODUCE LUNACY. STANDISH O'GRADY, IN HIS CRITICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL HISTORY OF IRELAND, ADDUCES EVIDENCE OF THE USEFUL LABORS OF THE EARLY IRISH GODS, WHOM HE DETECTS UNDER THE ASSUMED NAMES OF HEROES. PARTHALON WAS HE WHO CLEARED FROM FOREST THE PLAIN OF THE LIFFEY. THE DAGDA MOR DROVE BACK THE SEA FROM MURTHEMNEY, FORMING THE DISTRICT NOW KNOWN AS THE LOUTH. LU TAUGHT MEN FIRST TO RIDE ON HORSES. CREIDENÉ FIRST DISCOVERED AND SMELTED GOLD IN IRELAND. WHEN THE OLD ORIGINAL GODS OF IRELAND WERE DRIVEN OUT BY A YOUNGER AND MORE VIGOROUS SET OF DIVINITIES, THEY RETIRED TO TIR-NA-N-OG, THE LAND OF THE YOUNG; OR TO TIRNA-M-BEO, LAND OF LIFE; OR TO TIR-NA-FOMORAH. THE TEMPLE OF NED, THE WAR GOD, WAS NEAR THE FOYLE. ACCORDING TO O'GRADY, "THE DAGDA MOR WAS A DIVINE TITLE GIVEN TO A HERO NAMED EOCAIDH, WHO LIVED MANY CENTURIES BEFORE THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, AND IN THE DEPTHS OF THE PRE-HISTORIC AGES HE WAS THE MORTAL SCION OR WARD OF AN ELDER GOD, ELATHAN." HE CONSIDERED THE MOR REEGA, OR GREAT QUEEN, EVEN MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE DAGDA MOR. SHE WAS CONNECTED WITH WEALTH, FERTILITY, AND WAR. SHE COULD TRANSFORM HERSELF INTO A WATER SERPENT. THEN THERE IS DANA, WHO BECAME BRIGIT, MOTHER OF THE THREE GODS, BRIAN, INCHAR OR INCHARBA, AND INCHAIR. THOUGH THE DAUGHTER OF DAGDA OR GOOD GOD, KING OF THE TUATHA, SHE WAS WIFE TO BRESS, KING OF THE FOMORÉ. AS GODDESS OF LITERATURE, IT WAS FITTING THAT ECNÉ, POETRY OR KNOWLEDGE, SHOULD BE HER DESCENDANT. THE OLD FORM OF THE GODDESS BRIGIT IS THOUGHT TO HAVE BEEN BRIGENTIS. FOUR INSCRIPTIONS TO HER HAVE BEEN FOUND ON THE EAST OF IRELAND. THE GOD BRIAN WAS FORMERLY BRÊNOS. THE WRITINGS OF ARBOIS DE JUBAINVILLE, IN THE COURS DE LA LITTÉRATURE CELTIQUE, HAVE BEEN JUSTLY ADMIRED. AS HE REGARDED THE STORIES CONCERNING THE MIGRATION OF EARLY RACES, AND THE NARRATIVES OF HEROES AND HEROINES, AS HAVING A MYTHOLOGICAL SIDE, HIS VIEWS OF IRISH GODS ARE INTERESTING. WHEN PARTHALON ARRIVED IN IRELAND, THE COUNTRY WAS FAR FROM COMPLETE IN FORM. AT MAG ITHA HE HAD A BATTLE WITH CICHOL GRI-CENCHOS. THE WORD CENCHOS, WITHOUT FEET, SUGGESTED VITRA, THE VEDIC GOD OF EVIL, WHO POSSESSED NEITHER FEET NOR HANDS. HE WAS ASSISTED BY MEN WITH ONLY ONE FOOT AND ONE HAND, LIKE AJA EKAPAD, THE ONE-FOOTED, AND VYAMSA, THE SHOULDERLESS DEMON, OF THE HINDOO VEDAS. PARTHALON, BY THAT VICTORY, FREED IRELAND FROM FOREIGN FOMORÉ. ALL HIS RACE, 5000, WERE STRUCK DEAD BY THE GODS IN ONE DAY. SO WAS THE SILVER AGE DESTROYED BY THE ANGER OF JUPITER AGAINST NIOBE. THE CHRONICLER HAD NO RECORD OF YEARS, BUT OF DAYS. PARTHALON ARRIVED ON THE FIRST OF MAY, THE FESTIVAL OF THE GOD OF DEATH, BELTENÉ, ANCESTOR OF THE HUMAN RACE. IN OLDER ERSE MSS. HE IS DESCRIBED AS THE SON OF THAT DEITY. HE GAINED THE SHORE IN KENMARE RIVER, OPPOSITE THE SETTING SUN, WHERE DEAD CELTS RECOVERED THEIR LIVES. THE GOD DAGDA, DAGO-DEVO-S, THE GOOD GOD, YET KING OF THE TUATHA DE DANAANS, WAS THE ZEUS OR ORMAZD OF IRISH MYTHOLOGY. THE DANAANS, OR PEOPLE OF GOD, WERE, LIKE THE DEVAS OF INDIA, GODS OF THE DAY, LIGHT, AND LIFE. THE FOMORÉ, THEIR ENEMIES, REPRESENT THE TITANS OF GREEK STORY, WHOSE CHIEF BRESS, BALAR, OR TETHRA, WAS IDENTICAL WITH THE PERSIAN AHRIMAN, THE VEDIC YAMA, OR EVEN VARUNA. THE FOMORÉ ARE, SAYS JUBAINVILLE, "THE GODS OF THE DEAD, OF NIGHT, AND OF STORMS." ON THE OTHER HAND, THE TUATHA "ARE THE GODS OF LIFE, OF DAY, AND OF THE SUN, CONSTITUTING ANOTHER GROUP, THE LESS ANCIENT OF THE GODS, IF WE BELIEVE THE DOCTRINE OF CELTS; FOR, FOLLOWING THE CELTIC THEORY, NIGHT PRECEDED DAY." THE FOMORIAN GODS OF EARTH AND NIGHT WERE SPOKEN OF BY THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLERS AS PIRATES RAVAGING THE COAST. BUT THE BOOK OF INVASIONS SIMPLY MENTIONS THEIR ARRIVAL BY SEA. THEY MUST HAVE BEEN MONSTERS, FOR A WORK TREATING OF THEM HAD FOR ITS TITLE THE HISTORY OF MONSTERS. EVEN GERALDUS CAMBRENSIS TRANSLATED FOMORÉ BY GIGANTIBUS. AMONG THE STORIES TOLD OF THEM WAS THE ONE GIVING SOME FOMORIANS BUT ONE FOOT AND ONE HAND, WHILE OTHERS WERE GOAT-HEADED. THE TALE TOLD OF THEIR KINGS EXACTING THE TRIBUTE OF TWO-THIRDS OF CORN AND MILK, AND TWO OUT OF THREE CHILDREN BORN IN A FAMILY, REMINDS US OF THE GREEK MINOTAUR. THE FOMORÉ SEEM TO BELONG TO THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS, SINCE NO IRISH LEGEND KNOWS OF ANYTHING BEFORE THEIR COMING. OUR FRENCH AUTHOR, WHO HAD MUCH TO REPORT ON SOLAR GODS, HAS THE FOLLOWING REMARKS UPON THE LUNAR DEITY: "THE QUEEN OF NIGHT IS THE MOON, WHICH, AMONG THE TARS, IS DISTINGUISHED BY THE CRESCENT FORM, UNDER WHICH SHE USUALLY PRESENTS HERSELF TO OUR NOTICE. THE GOD OF NIGHT IS DISTINGUISHED FROM OTHER GODS BY A CRESCENT PLACED UPON HIS FOREHEAD, AND THIS CRESCENT IS TRANSFORMED INTO THE HORNS OF THE CALF, THE BULL, OR THE GOAT. HENCE, IN THE PROMETHEUS OF ÆSCHYLUS, IO, THE HORNED VIRGIN, BECOMES, LATER ON, A HEIFER; HENCE, IN THE ATHENIAN FABLE, THE CONCEPTION OF THE MINOTAUR WITH THE HEAD OF A BULL; HENCE, IN THE IRISH FABLE, THE CONCEPTION OF THE FOMORÉ WITH THE GOAT'S HEAD; AND, UPON THE CONTINENT OF GAUL, THE NUMEROUS HORNED GODS WHICH NOW ORNAMENT THE SALLE OF ST. GERMAIN MUSEUM. FOR TO RENDER TO THESE GODS OF THE DEAD THE WORSHIP THEY EXACT, IT WAS NECESSARY TO IMMOLATE TO THEM HUMAN LIVES." WE ARE TOLD THAT GREEKS POETS AND PAINTERS GAVE DISTINCT CHARACTERISTICS TO GODS, AS PHAETON, APOLLO, AND HERCULES, ORIGINALLY THE SAME. THE ANCIENT LITERATURE OF IRELAND LACKS THESE WELL-DEFINED CONTOURS. THE DUAL IDEA OF GOOD AND BAD GODS, WITH GOOD AND BAD TRIBES, CORRESPONDS WITH THE DASYU OF INDIA, WHO WERE BOTH DEMONS AND THE HOSTILE TRIBES PRECEDING THE ARYANS IN THAT PENINSULA. THE IRISH TRIAD IS PRODUCED BY THE HABIT OF USING THREE SYNONYMS TO EXPRESS THE SAME MYTHOLOGICAL THOUGHT. LUG, ONE OF THE TUATHA GODS, NURSED BY THE QUEEN OF THE FIR-BOLGS, IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE INTRODUCED GAMES, RACES. HIS FESTIVAL WAS AUGUST 1. IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED THAT THE FESTIVAL ON THE SAME DAY, IN HONOUR OF AUGUSTUS, WAS ONLY A NEW FORM OF A MORE ANCIENT CUSTOM. LUG'S MOTHER WAS ETHNIU, DAUGHTER OF BALAR, BUT HIS FATHER WAS THE GOD DAGDA. BALAR BALEBEIMNECH, "BALAR OF THE STRONG BLOWS," WAS SAID TO HAVE BEEN KILLED BY HIS GRANDSON. HE CARRIED OFF THE COW OF THE THREE BROTHERS, SMITHS OF THE TUATHA. BALAR WAS KILLED BY LUG. HE IS SOMETIMES CALLED THE SON OF THE BULL-FACED GOD. LUG AND HE MAY BE COMPARED WITH BELLEROPHON AND THE CHIMÆRA. A DOUBLET OF BALAR IS SEE IN TIGERNMAS. CÛCHULAINN, THE SON OF LUG, WAS A DEIFIED HERO. HIS REMARKABLE ADVENTURES FORMED THE SUBJECT OF MANY BARDIC SONGS. LABRAID, OF THE SWIFT HAND ON THE SWORD, WAS THE KING OF HADES, THE IRISH PLUTO. BEING ASSISTED AGAINST HIS FOES BY THE MIGHTY CÛCHULAINN, HE PRESENTED THE HER WITH HIS SISTER-IN-LAW, FAND, FOR A WIFE; AND SHE RETURNED WITH THE WARRIOR FROM HADES. BUT CÛCHULAINN PAID OTHER VISITS TO THE WORLD OF SPIRITS, WITH A VIEW OF RESCUING FRIEND FROM HADES, AND RETURNING TO ERIN. HE HAD THE DEITY LUG FOR HIS FATHER, AND THE GODDESS DECHTERE FOR HIS MOTHER. AS AN APOLLO, HE WAS BEARDLESS; YET, WHEN RE-BORN, HE APPEARED WITH LONG HAIR (RAYS). HE RELEASED A MAIDEN CHANGED INTO A SWAN, BEING THE GODDESS OF DAWN. N. O'KEARNEY, TRANSLATOR OF THE CONN-EDA STORY, FOUND THAT THE IRISH HERO WAS SO BELOVED, THAT PEOPLE WOULD NOT "SWEAR AN OATH EITHER BY THE SUN, STARS, OR ELEMENTS, EXCEPT BY THE HEAD OF CONNEDA." NUADA, THE WELSH NUDD OR LLUDD, MUST NOT BE CONFOUNDED WITH NET, GOD OF WAR. HE IS DECLARED BY RHYS "OF THE NON-CELTIC RACE IN BOTH BRITAIN AND IRELAND; FOR AN OLD INSCRIPTION IN THE COUNTY OF KERRY GIVES THE NAME WITHOUT A CASE-ENDING, AND SO MARKS IT AS A PROBABLY NON-CELTIC WORD." IN HIS CELTIC BRITONS THE SAME WRITER NOTES ANOTHER DEITY; SPEAKING OF "THE SEA GOD NODENS, WHO WAS OF SUFFICIENT IMPORTANCE DURING THE ROMAN OCCUPATION TO HAVE A TEMPLE BUILT FOR HIM AT LYDNEY, ON THE WESTERN SIDE OF THE SEVERN, WHILE THE IRISH FORMERLY CALLED THE GODDESS OF THE BOYNE HIS WIFE." THE FEAST OF GOIBNIU, WHICH ASSURED IMMORTALITY TO THE TUATHA, CONSISTED PRINCIPALLY OF BEER, A MORE COMMON DRINKS THAN NECTAR OR AMBROSIA, BUT WHICH HAD A SIMILAR POWER OF RAISING THE CONSUMER IN HIS OWN ESTIMATION. GOIBNIU, THE SMITH, WAS THE BREWER OF THIS MAGICAL DRINK FOR THE GODS. OGMÉ, FOUNDER OF OGHAMIC WRITING, WAS CALLED THE SUN-FACED. HE WAS THE SON OF ELADA, WHOSE NAME MEANS POETIC COMPOSITION, OR KNOWLEDGE. HIS BROTHER DIAN-CECHT, THE GOD OF RAPID POWER, WAS LONG THE TUATH GOD OF MEDICINE. THE DEITIES, WHEN THEY DESIRED TO MAKE THEMSELVES VISIBLE, APPEARED AS BIRDS. THE FOMORÉ GODS WERE SEEN AS CROWS OR RAVENS. AS CHRONOS WAS KING OF THE WORLD AT THE TIME OF THE GOLDEN AGE, SO BRESS, KING OF THE FOMORÉ RULED AWHILE EVEN OVER THE TUATHA, WHO REPRESENT THE GREEK GOLDEN RACE. IT IS WELL TO CONCLUDE WITH M. JUBAINVILLE, THAT "THE GODS OF THE GAULS (OR IRISH), LIKE THOSE OF THE ROMANS, ARE, TO OUR EYES, A CREATION OF THE HUMAN MIND." IT MAY BE ALSO ADDED THAT USUALLY THE GODS RISE FROM LOW TYPES TO HIGHER. STILL, LUBBOCK ASSURES US THAT "RELIGION, AS UNDERSTOOD BY THE LOWER SAVAGE RACES, DIFFERS ESSENTIALLY FROM OURS; NAY, IT IS NOT ONLY DIFFERENT, BUT EVEN OPPOSITE." SOME MAY BE DISPOSED TO FANCY THE SAME OF THE MORE IGNORANT IN CHRISTIAN LANDS. IN CONNECTION WITH IRISH IDOLATRY, THE QUESTION OF SACRIFICES TO THE GODS NEEDS SOME CONSIDERATION. WE MAY ASSUME THAT THE LOWER ANIMALS MAY HAVE BEEN SO OFFERED; AS, BLACK SHEEP TO SAMHAN ON NOVEMBER 1, AND FIRSTLINGS TO THE GOD CROM. BUT WHETHER THE IRISH EVER HAD HUMAN SACRIFICES HAS BEEN MUCH DEBATED. SUCH A PRACTICE WE KNOW EXISTED IN BOTH CIVILIZED AND UNCIVILIZED COUNTRIES. IT PREVAILED WITH WORSHIPPERS OF BAAL, WITH AMERICAN INDIANS, WITH KHONDS, AND OTHER TRIBES OF INDIA. IN DEUT. XII. 30, WE READ, "THEIR SONS AND THEIR DAUGHTERS HAVE THEY BURNT IN THE FIRE TO THEIR GODS." THE ANIMAL SACRIFICE MAY BE BUT A SURVIVAL OF THE HUMAN. CÆSAR WAS POSITIVE AS TO THE GAULS AND BRITONS DOING SO. STRABO, PLUTARCH, AND OTHERS SAID THE SAME. AUGUSTUS, TIBERIUS, AND CLAUDIUS OPPOSED THE DRUIDS ON ACCOUNT OF THAT CRUELTY. YET THE ARCHDRUID MYFYR EXCLAIMED--"THEY NEVER WROUGHT AN ATONEMENT FOR SIN BY THE SACRIFICE OF BLOODY CARCASES OF ANY KIND." THE WRITER HAS HEARD THE LEARNED WELSH DRUID AFFIRM THIS IN MOST EARNEST TONES. HE WOULD NOT ADMIT SO DEGRADING A PRACTICE FOR HIS DRUIDS. YET NENNIUS TELLS HOW VORTIGERN, SEEKING TO BUILD A FORT, WAS CONSTANTLY ANNOYED BY SPIRITS RUNNING OFF WITH THE STONES; AND HOW HE WAS TOLD BY HIS DRUIDS TO GET A FATHERLESS BOY, KILL HIM, AND SPRINKLE HIS BLOOD UPON THE FOUNDATION OF THE BUILDINGS. SIMILAR STORIES ARE MENTIONED IN RELATION TO JERICHO, AND TO THE ERECTION OF EVEN CHRISTIAN ECCLESIASTICAL EDIFICES. O'CURRY AFFIRMS THAT THERE IS "NO INSTANCE OF HUMAN SACRIFICES AT ANY TIME IN ERIN." THERE IS ONLY ONE KNOWN TEXT REFERRING TO THE CUSTOM IN IRELAND, WHICH OCCURS IN THE DINNSENCHUS. BOTH MEN AND WOMEN WERE LIABLE TO BE BURNT TO ASHES FOR CERTAIN CRIMES, BUT NOT IN WORSHIP. THE LIVES OF ST. PATRICK DO NOT MENTION SUCH OFFERINGS, THOUGH THE BOOK OF LEINSTER AND LUCAN'S VERSES NOTE THEIR ANCIENT SERVICE. ELTON THOUGHT THAT SOME OF THE PENALTIES OF THE ANCIENT LAWS SEEMED TO HAVE ORIGINATED IN AN AGE WHEN CRIMINALS WERE OFFERED TO THE GODS. SOME OLD POEM UPON THE FAIR OF TAILTÉ, A PAGAN CEMETERY, HAS IT--"THE THREE FORBIDDEN BLOODS--PATRICK PREACHED THEREIN (THE FAIR) YOKE OXEN, AND SLAYING MUCH COWS, ALSO BY (AGAINST THE) BURNING OF THE FIRSTBORN." THERE WAS, HOWEVER, IN LEITRIM A PLAIN OF SHRIEKING, AND MAGH-SLEACTH WAS THE PLACE OF SLAUGHTER. IN AN ARTICLE, CONTRIBUTED TO AN ANTIQUARIAN PERIODICAL, IN 1785, CONCERNING THE IRISH MOUNTAIN SLIABH CROOBH, WE FIND THE FOLLOWING: "ON ITS SUMMIT STILL REMAIN THE VESTIGES OF DRUID WORSHIP, THE RUDE ALTAR, AND THE SACRED WELL, AND THAT DURING THE ERA OF DRUIDICAL GOVERNMENT, THEIR PRIESTS WERE NOT ONLY THE JUDGES, BUT EXECUTIONERS OF THOSE WHO WERE DOOMED TO DEATH EITHER AS DELINQUENTS, OR VICTIMS OF SACRIFICE. I AM INCLINED TO SUSPECT THAT IT WAS ANCIENTLY STYLED SLIABH CRO ABH; CRO SIGNIFYING DEATH, AND ABH THE POINT OF A WEAPON, AND AS A SPOT DESTINED FOR HUMAN SLAUGHTER, MIGHT BEAR THE APPELLATION OF THE MOUNTAINS OF FINAL DEATH. A STONE HATCHET, AND UNDOUBTEDLY A SACRIFICIAL ONE, BELONGING TO THE DRUIDS, WAS DUG UP AT THE FOOT OF THIS MOUNTAIN A FEW YEARS AGO, AND IS IN LORD MOIRA'S POSSESSION." TO SHOW HOW WIDE-SPREAD WAS THE CUSTOM OF HUMAN SACRIFICES, WE MAY QUOTE THE LIST OF NATIONS ADOPTING IT, AS GIVEN IN THE WORK INDO-ARYANS, BY RAJENDRALALA MITRA. THIS INCLUDES THE "PHŒNICIANS, CARTHAGINIANS, DRUIDS, SCYTHIANS, GREEKS, TROJANS, ROMANS, CYCLOPS, LAMIÆ, SESTRYGONS, SYRENS, CRETANS, CYPRIANS, ASSYRIANS, EGYPTIANS, JEWS, AZTECS, KHONDS, TOLTECS, TEZCAUCANS, SUCAS, PERUVIANS, AFRICANS, MONGOLS, DYAKS, CHINESE, JAPANESE, ASHANTIS, YUCATANS, HINDUS." HE ADDS--"THE PERSIANS WERE, PERHAPS, THE ONLY NATION OF ANCIENT TIMES THAT DID NOT INDULGE IN HUMAN SACRIFICES." IF, THEN, O'CURRY, AND OTHER IRISH WRITERS, OBJECT TO SUCH A CHARGE BEING MADE AGAINST THEIR RUDE FOREFATHERS, IT MUST BE ALLOWED THAT THE LATTER WOULD HAVE BEEN IN, AT LEAST, RESPECTABLE AND NUMEROUS COMPANY? THE ASTRONOMICAL SIDE OF IDOLATRY SHOULD NOT BE PASSED OVER. IT HAS BEEN MAINTAINED, WITH MUCH LEARNING, THAT ALL TALES OF GODS AND GODDESSES, IN ALL LANDS, CAN BE TRACED TO IDEAS CONNECTED WITH THE HEAVENLY BODIES, AND THEIR SEVERAL MOVEMENTS. THE WRITER'S OLD COLONIAL FRIEND, HENRY MELVILLE, NEARLY HALF A CENTURY AGO, READ LEMPRIÈRE'S STORIES OF THE DEITIES ON ASTRONOMICAL LINES. UPON THE CELESTIAL ATLAS HE MOVED HIS CARDBOARD MASONIC TOOLS, BRINGING THE FIGURES OF VARIOUS CONSTELLATIONS TOGETHER, SO AS TO EXPLAIN THE PARTICULAR STORY. LATER ON, HE DISCOVERED A SYSTEM OF INTERPRETATION, AS CERTAIN AND INFALLIBLE, WHICH HE CALLED THE LAWS OF THE MEDES AND PERSIANS, AS THEY WERE UNALTERABLE. MELVILLE HAD NO OPPORTUNITY OF EXPLAINING THE STORIES OF IRISH BARDS UPON HIS PLAN. VALLENCEY, JUBAINVILLE AND OTHERS HAVE ATTEMPTED IT ON OTHER AND THEOLOGICAL LINES. BUT IF THE STORIES COULD BE TREATED AT ALL ASTRONOMICALLY, THE INTEREST IN THEM WOULD BE INCREASED, AS SHOWING THEIR DERIVATION FROM OTHER AND MORE ENLIGHTENED LANDS. THE GREAT PUZZLE IS, HOWEVER, HOW SEVERAL AND SUCH DIFFERENT KEYS MANAGE TO TURN THE SAME LOCK. BUT, AS REMARKED BY THE REV. GEO. ST. CLAIR, "TIME WILL MAKE THE SECRET THINGS PLAIN AND PATENT" IT MAY NOT BE WRONG, THEREFORE, TO TRACE IN THOSE IRISH LEGENDS THE EXISTENCE OF ANCIENT AND ORIENTAL LEARNING OF A MORE OR LESS ASTRONOMICAL CHARACTER. THE IRISH HAD A NOTION OF THE WEEK, OR SEVEN DAYS' PERIOD. THAT MAY HAVE COME FROM THE EAST, MEANING THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE FIVE THEN KNOWN PLANETS. ONE HAS SUPPOSED THAT FIVE WERE NAMED AFTER THE ROMANS, AND TWO FROM THE BELGÆ. BUT THE WODEN DAY WAS CHANGED TO GADEN; AND THURSDAY TO TORDAIN, OR TORNEACH, THUNDER, OR THE SPIRIT OF TOR OR THOR. SCHIEGEL SAYS--"AMONG THE GREEKS AND ROMANS, THE OBSERVATION OF THE DAYS OF THE WEEK WAS INTRODUCED VERY LATE." AND YET THEY WERE WELL KNOWN LONG BEFORE IN BABYLON. THE PHŒNICIAN, CHARACTERIZED BY SAYCE AS THE LINK BETWEEN CHALDÆAN AND HEBREW, MAY HAVE BEEN THE MEANS OF INTRODUCING THE WEEK TO IRELAND. THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC WERE NOT UNKNOWN TO THE IRISH. THEY WERE EVER LIKE THE LADDER, WITH SIX STEPS UPWARD, AND SIX DOWNWARD. MAZZAROTH, THE TWELVE, IS IN THE ARABIC MANZEEL, A HOUSE OR DWELLING. THE TARGUMISTS AND RABBINS EMPLOYED THE WORDS TEREYSAR MAZZALAYA FOR THE SIGNS. PHILO CALLED THE DODECAHEDRON A PERFECT NUMBER. "IT IS TO HONOR THAT SIGN," ADDS PHILO, "THAT MOSES DIVIDED HIS NATION INTO TWELVE TRIBES, ESTABLISHED THE TWELVE CAKES OF THE SHEWBREAD, AND PLACED TWELVE PRECIOUS STONES AROUND THE EPHOD OF THE PONTIFFS." ON THE IRISH ZODIAC, ABOVE THE FIGURES REPRESENTING THE SIGNS, THE IRISH LETTERS WERE PLACED. THE FIGURE IN THE SAGITTARIUS WAS A DEER'S BODY WITH A MAN'S HEAD. THAT IN THE SCALES HAD LEGS, BUT NO FEET. THE VIRGIN WAS STANDING, APPARENTLY SPINNING, BEING FULLY CLOTHED, EVEN TO SHOES. AQUARIUS WAS SEEN WITH A VERY LONG BODY, BUT SHORT, THIN LEGS AND FEET. THE PHŒNICIAN PRESENCE WAS TO BE, ALSO, TRACED IN IRELAND BY THE REMARKABLE EVIDENCES OF BAAL WORSHIP. OF THIS THE IRISH LANGUAGE AND IRISH CUSTOMS BEAR WITNESS. THUS, WE HAVE BEAL-AGH, FIRE OF BAAL, IN THE GIANT RING AT BELAUGH, CO. DOWN, FOUR MILES FROM BELFAST, 579 FT. IN DIAMETER. THERE IS BAL-KISTE, OR BAAL, LORD OF THE CHEST OR ARK; MEUR-BHEIL, THE FINGER OF BE'IL; BELÍ, GOD OF FIRE; BAAL TINNE, FOR THE SUMMER SOLSTICE; SUIL-BEAL, ORACLE OF DRUIDS; BEALTIME, THE BAAL MONTH. FOUR MILES NORTH OF CORK IS BEAL-ATHA-MAGH-ADHOIR, THE FIELD FOR THE WORSHIP OF BAAL. SLIABH-BULTEINE WAS THE HILL OF BEL. THE ARK-BREITH, A COVERED CORACLE, WAS DRAWN BY OXEN. THE OLD IRISH NAME FOR THE YEAR WAS BEALAINE OR BLIADHAIN, THE CIRCLE OF BAAL. THE BEL-TOR OF DARTMOOR, THE BELENUS OF GAUL, THE BEAL OF THE GAEDHIL, THE BALI OF INDIA, THE BELUS OBELISK OF POMONA IN ORKNEY, THE BEALTIEN CAKE OF SCOTLAND, THE BEL-EG, PRIEST OR LEARNED ONE OF BRITTANY, THE PUNIC BAL--ALL TAKE US OUTSIDE OF IRELAND. BUT CAMDEN DECLARED THE CROMLECH ON SLIABH GREINE, HILL OF THE SUN, WAS TO BELI. AS REPORTED BY J. J. THOMAS--"THE IRISH EXPRESSION 'BAL MHAITH ART'--MAY BEL BE PROPITIOUS TO THEE! OR BAL DHIA DHUIT, THE GOD BAL .TO YOU! WERE DEEMED COMPLIMENTARY ADDRESSES TO A STRANGER ALONG THE SEQUESTERED BANKS OF THE SUIR, IN THE SOUTH OF IRELAND, ABOUT TWENTY-TWO YEARS AGO." THERE CAN HE NO DOUBT ABOUT THIS BAAL WORSHIP BEING CONNECTED WITH PHALLICISM. DEVOTION TO GENERATIVE POWERS PRECEDED, PERHAPS, THAT TO THE SUN, AS THE MAIN CAUSE OF PRODUCTION IN NATURE; BUT THE BAAL DEVELOPMENT APPEARED LATER ON IN THE SO-CALLED MARCH OF CIVILIZATION. AN INCREASED FONDNESS FOR RITUAL IS GENERALLY TAKEN FOR AN EVIDENCE OF REFINEMENT. THIS PHALLIC EXPONENT HAS BEEN CONSPICUOUS IN THE BAL-FARGHA, OR BUD, OF THE ISLAND OF MUIDHR, OFF THE COAST OF SLIGO, REPRESENTED AS SIMILAR TO THE MABODY OF ELEPHANTA IN INDIA, WHERE THE ARGHA WAS AN ESPECIAL OBJECT OF WORSHIP, AND WHICH WAS SEEN BY THE WRITER, IN BOMBAY, AS STILL AN OBJECT OF RELIGIOUS DEVOTION. THERE WAS ON THE IRISH ISLAND A WALL OF LARGE UNMORTARED STONES, SOME TEN FEET HIGH, AND OF A RUDE CIRCULAR FORM, HAVING A LOW ENTRANCE. THE BUD, OR LINGA, WAS SURROUNDED BY A PARAPET WALL. INNIS MURRA, AN ISLET ABOUT THREE MILES FROM THE SLIGO COAST, HAS ALWAYS BEEN HELD SACRED. IN THAT, THE AREA OF THIS BAL-FARGHA, OR ARGHA, OF ROUGH STONE-WORK, IS 180 FEET BY 100, IN ITS OVAL SHAPE. TO PRESERVE ITS DEVOTIONAL CHARACTER, THREE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPELS HAVE BEEN ERECTED ON THE ISLE. THE HOLY GROUND IS USED AS A CEMETERY; BUT THE MALES ARE BURIED APART FROM THE FEMALES. FOR SOME REASON, A WOODEN IMAGE OF ST. MOBS IS PLACED THERE FOR THE REGARD OF WORSHIPPERS. AS IS WELL KNOWN, THE SNAKE HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH AMATORY SENTIMENTS IN NEARLY ALL COUNTRIES, AND HAS FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS. BEEN A FAVORITE FORM OF ORNAMENT WITH WOMEN. NOW, OPPOSITE THIS ISLAND, ONCE GIVEN UP TO SEXUAL WORSHIP, THE LIMESTONE COAST HAS BEEN WORN INTO SHAPES OFTEN TORTUOUS OR SERPENTINE. TRADITION ASSERTS THAT THIS IS THE SPOT WHERE ST. PATRICK CAST THE SNAKES OF IRELAND INTO THE SEA; THAT IS TO SAY, IN OTHER WORDS, THAT CHRISTIANITY EXTIRPATED THE LIBIDINOUS DEITIES. IRISH LITERATURE NOTICES THE PRESENCE OF TWO RELIGIOUS SECTS ONCE EXISTING IN THE COUNTRY; VIZ. THOSE WHO ADORED FIRE, AND THOSE WHO ADORED WATER. THE FIRST WERE BAALITES; THE SECOND LIRITES. THE SAMHAISGS WERE OF THE ONE, AND SWANS OF THE OTHER. O'KEARNEY, IN HIS OBSERVATIONS UPON THIS PECULIARITY OF THE PAST, INCIDENTALLY SHOWS THE ANTIQUITY OF FACTION FIGHTS IN IRELAND; SAYING, "IT IS PROBABLE THAT VERY VIOLENT CONTENTIONS WERE ONCE CARRIED ON IN THE ISLAND BY THE PARTISANS OF THE RIVAL RELIGIONS, WHO WERE ACCUSTOMED TO MEET, AND DECIDE THEIR QUARRELS, AT THE PLACE SET APART FOR BATTLES." IN LATER AND CHRISTIAN TIMES, WHEN IRELAND HAD A MULTITUDE OF INDEPENDENT BISHOPS, UNDER NO ECCLESIASTICAL SUPERVISION, DISPUTES OF A MORE OR LESS THEOLOGICAL KIND ARE SAID BY THE ANCIENT HISTORIANS TO HAVE BEEN SETTLED BY THEIR FOLLOWERS IN THE SAME FASHION. AS THE POPULATION OF IRELAND IS, PERHAPS, THE MOST MIXED, IN RACIAL DESCENT, OF ANY IN THE WORLD, IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT THIS ISLAND SHOULD EXHIBIT A GREATER VARIETY OF RELIGIONS, SEVERAL OF WHICH HAVE LEFT THEIR TRACES IN THE TRADITIONS AND SUPERSTITIONS OF OUT-OF-THE-WAY LOCALITIES. THAT BUDDHISM SHOULD HAVE FOUND A FOOTHOLD THERE IS NOT SURPRISING, SINCE BUDDHIST MISSIONARIES AT ONE ERA HAD SPREAD OVER MUCH OF THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE. THOUGH THE READER MAY FIND IN THIS WORK, UNDER THE HEADING OF "ROUND TOWERS," REFERENCES TO THIS ORIENTAL FAITH, SOME OTHER INFORMATION MAY BE HERE REQUIRED. WHENEVER IT CAME, AND HOWEVER INTRODUCED, BUDDHISM, AS IT WAS TAUGHT IN ITS EARLY PURITY, WAS A DISTINCT ADVANCE UPON PREVIOUSLY EXISTING DOGMAS OF BELIEF. IT WAS A VAST IMPROVEMENT UPON BAAL WORSHIP, HERO WORSHIP, OR NATURE WORSHIP, AS IT CARRIED WITH IT A LOFTY ETHICAL TONE, AND THE PRINCIPLE OF UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD. THOUGH THERE IS LINGUISTIC AS WELL AS OTHER EVIDENCE OF ITS PRESENCE IN IRELAND, IT MAY BE DOUBTED IF THE LABORS OF THE FOREIGN MISSIONARIES HAD MUCH ACCEPTANCE WITH THE RUDE ISLANDERS. CNOX BUIDHBH, BUDH'S HILL, IS IN TYRONE. A GODDESS OF THE TUATHA WAS CALLED BADHHA. BUDHBH, THE RED, WAS A CHIEF OF THE DANAANS. BUDDHIST SYMBOLS ARE FOUND UPON STONES IN IRELAND. THERE ARE HILLS OF BUDH IN MAYO AND ROSCOMMON. FERGUS BUDH OR BOD WAS A PRINCE OF BREJEA. HE WAS FERGUS OF THE FIRE OF BUDH. BUDH OR FIODH WAS THE SACRED TREE. VALLENCEY, THE FANCIFUL IRISH PHILOLOGIST, WAS A BELIEVER IN THE STORY OF BUDDHIST VISITATIONS. HE FOUND THAT BUDH IN IRISH AND SANSCRIT WAS WISE; THAT DIA TAIT WAS THURSDAY, AND THE DAY BETWEEN THE FASTS (WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY), WEDNESDAY BEING A SACRED DAY IN HONOR OF BUDH IN INDIA, SHOWING THAT "THEY OBSERVED BUDHDAY AFTER CHRISTIANITY WAS INTRODUCED." LA NOLLAD AOIS, OR LA NOLLAD MITHR, DECEMBER 24TH, WAS SACRED TO MITHRAS THE SUN; TO WHICH HE QUOTES EZEK. IV. 14. EIRE AROS A NIORGUL ALLUDED TO THE CROWING OF NARGAL, THE COCK OF AURORA, WHICH WAS SACRIFICED ON DECEMBER 25TH, IN HONOR OF THE BIRTH OF MITHRAS, THE SUN. HE FURTHER SHOWS THAT THE OIN-ID LAMENTATION FOR THE DEAD WAS KEPT IN IRELAND ON THE EVE OF LA SAMAN, THE DAY OF SAMAN, THE PLUTO OR JUDGE OF HELL, NOVEMBER 1ST (ALL SAINTS), AS IN SEVERAL OTHER HEATHEN LANDS OF ANTIQUITY. HE SEES A NEW RECKONING ON MATHAIR OIDHEHE, THE EVE BEFORE LA NOLLAH MITHR. THE SAB-OIDE, OR FESTIVAL OF SAB, THE SUN, WAS HELD ON THE 1ST, 8TH, 15TH, AND 23RD OF THE MONTH, AS WITH THE SABBATHS OF THE PERSIAN MAGI. HE WAS NOT THEN AWARE THAT SABBATH, DAY OF REST, WAS AN OLD CHALDÆAN WORD. HE RECOGNIZES CHRISTMAS EVE IN MADRA NECT, OR MOTHER NIGHT. BUDDHISM ABOLISHED CASTE AND SACRIFICES. THE TRIPITAKA, OR HOLY BIBLE, CONTAINS 592,000 VERSES. THE LAST BUDDHIST COUNCIL WAS HELD 251 B.C. DR. KENEALY OBSERVES, IN HIS BOOK OF GOD, "THE IRISH HIERATIC LANGUAGE WAS CALLED OGHAM (PRONOUNCED OWM), WHICH IS THE SAME AS THE BUDDHIST AND THE BRAHMIN AUM, AND THE MAGIAN AND MEXICAN HORN, OR INEFFABLE NAME OF GOD. THIS LAST, THE GREEK CHANGED INTO A O M, Α Ω, OR ALPHA AND OMEGA." W. ANDERSON SMITH, IN LEWISIANA, RELUCTANTLY ACKNOWLEDGES, "WE MUST ACCEPT THE POSSIBILITY OF A BUDDHIST RACE PASSING NORTH FROM IRELAND." THUS, HE AND OTHERS MUST TRACE THE RELICS OF BUDDHISM IN SCOTLAND AND THE HEBRIDES THROUGH IRELAND. TRULY, AS FERGUSSON WRITES, "BUDDHISM, IN SOME SHAPE OR OTHER, OR UNDER SOME NAME THAT MAY BE LOST, DID EXIST IN BRITAIN BEFORE THE CONVERSION OF THE INHABITANTS TO CHRISTIANITY." HANLOY, CHINESE INTERPRETER AT SAN FRANCISCO, WHO CLAIMS THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA FOR HIS COUNTRYMEN, THAT LEFT WRITTEN DESCRIPTIONS OF THE STRANGE LAND, HAS THIS ADDITIONAL INFORMATION--"ABOUT 500 YEARS BEFORE CHRIST, BUDDHIST PRIESTS REPAIRED THERE, AND BROUGHT BACK THE NEWS THAT THEY HAD MET WITH BUDDHIST IDOLS AND RELIGIOUS WRITINGS IN THE COUNTRY ALREADY. THEIR DESCRIPTIONS, IN MANY RESPECTS, RESEMBLE THOSE OF THE SPANIARDS A THOUSAND YEARS AFTER." IN THE VAULTED STONE BUILDING AT KNOCKMOY, GALWAY CO., ASSUMED BY SOME TO HAVE BEEN A TEMPLE OF THE TUATHA, AND NEXT WHICH SACRED SPOT AN ABBEY WAS SUBSEQUENTLY ERECTED, IS A FIGURE, TAKEN FOR APOLLO, BOUND TO A TREE, PIERCED WITH ARROWS, YET SLAYING THE PYTHON WITH HIS DART. OTHER THREE FIGURES REPRESENT, IN THEIR CROWNS AND COSTUME, EASTERN DIVINITIES, BEFORE WHOM ANOTHER PERSON IS APPROACHING. THESE HAVE BEEN CONJECTURED TO BE THE THREE, CHANCHASM, GONAGOM, AND GASPA, WHO OBTAINED THE PERFECT STATE OF NIRVANA BEFORE THE BIRTH OF GODAMA, FOUNDER OF BUDDHISM. THE MYTHOLOGICAL FIGURES TO BE SEEN AT THE CHAPEL OF CORMAC, THE KING AND BISHOP OF CASHEL, ARE NOT LESS STRANGE IN A CHRISTIAN EDIFICE THAN THE HEATHEN ARGHA WITNESSED ON A BANNER IN SOME ENGLISH CHURCHES. THEY ARE, TO SAY THE LEAST, IN A NOVEL SITUATION. THE LION OF CASHEL, WITH ITS TAIL OVER ITS BACK, AND A HEAD PARTLY HUMAN, IS CONFRONTED BY A CENTAUR SHOOTING AN ARROW. THE FIGURE'S HELMET IS SAID TO BE LIKE THAT OF AN IRISH WARRIOR IN THE TENTH CENTURY. THE TWO MYTHOLOGICAL HARES DEVOURING FOLIAGE OF THE SHAMROCK APPEARANCE, PRESENT A MORE STRIKING CHARACTER. ANNA WILKES WAS LED TO EXCLAIM "THE SUPPOSED CUTHITE REMAINS AT CASHEL BEAR STRIKING RESEMBLANCE TO SOME OF THE NINEVITE SCULPTURES; NERGAL OR NIMROD, THE WINGED LION, AS EXHIBITED IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM, IS A REMARKABLE IMITATION OF THE WINGED LION OF CASHEL." WERE THESE, AND SIMILAR SCULPTURES, SURVIVALS OF OLDER FAITHS IN THE MINDS OF THE ARTISTS? THEY WERE NOT, FANCIES OF THEIR OWN, BUT THEY REFLECT PAST PHASES OF HEATHENISM SUPERSTITIONS EVER INDICATE FORMER BELIEFS. IT IS NOT A LITTLE SURPRISING TO NOTICE, IN THE ANCIENT WRITINGS OF IRISH CHURCHMEN, SO FEW REFERENCES TO THE IDOLATROUS PRACTICES OF THEIR COUNTRYMEN. IN THE CATALOGUES OF THE DUBLIN MUSEUM OF THE IRISH ACADEMY ONE FINDS EXPRESSION OF THE SAME WONDER IN THESE WORDS: "THE ECCLESIASTICAL CHRONICLERS OF THE PERIOD, IN THEIR ZEAL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CHRISTIANITY, WOULD APPEAR TO HAVE ALTOGETHER IGNORED THE SUBJECT OF PAGAN WORSHIP." IT IS THIS SILENCE WHICH HAS LED SO MANY PERSONS TO DOUBT THE IDOLATROUS CUSTOMS OF THE EARLY IRISH, OR TO BE VERY SKEPTICAL AS TO THE NATURE OF THE GODS THEY WORSHIPPED. THE AKKADIAN RELIGION OF ASSYRIA THROWS SOME LIGHT UPON IRISH FAITHS. MAJOR CONDER, REFERRING TO THE INSCRIPTIONS OF TELL LOH, THOUGHT THEY PROVED "THE PIETY OF THOSE ANCIENT AKKADIAN RULERS, AND SHOWING THAT THE DEITIES ADORED REPRESENTED THE SUN AND MOON, THE DAWN AND SUNSET, WITH THE SPIRITS OF THE MOUNTAINS, THE SEA, THE EARTH, AND OF HELL." ELSEWHERE HE SAYS, "AS REGARDS THE DEITIES ADORED, THEY EVIDENTLY INCLUDE HEAVEN, HELL, THE OCEAN, THE SUN AND MOON, THE DAWN, AND THE SUNSET." THIS WAS IN UR OF THE CHALDEES, BUT LONG BEFORE ABRAHAM'S TIME. THE MAJOR WAS STRUCK WITH ANOTHER INSCRIPTION "I HAVE MADE THE PYRAMID TEMPLE TO THE LORD OF THE HEAVENLY REGION. TO TAMMUZ, LORD OF THE LAND OF DARKNESS, I HAVE BUILT A PYRAMID TEMPLE." HE FURTHER ADDS "THE AKKADIANS AND BABYLONIANS BELIEVED IN PAIRS OF DEITIES INHABITING THE VARIOUS KINGDOMS OF THE GODS." OTHERS HAVE DETECTED THE SAME DUALITY IN THE DIVINITIES OF IRELAND. THE DRUIDICAL THREE RODS, OR RAYS OF LIGHT, HAVE BEEN COMPARED TO A PHŒNICIAN TRINITY--THE THREE SONS OF IL, AND CALLED ELOHIM. MORIEN CONTENDS THAT JEHOVAH [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] IS REPRESENTED IN DRUIDISM BY THE THREE LETTERS, I A O. IT IS CURIOUS TO NOTE THE REMAINS OF A VERY ANCIENT BUILDING ON THE HEBRIDEAN HARRIS ISLAND, KNOWN LOCALLY AS THE TEMPLE. OF ANNAIT, AND A SIMILAR ONE AT SKYE, AFTERWARDS BECOMING THE CHURCH OF THE TRIANADE, OR TRINITY. WE ARE REMINDED OF THE TANAT OR TANATH OF THE PHŒNICIANS, THE ANAIETIS OF THE LYDIANS, THE APHRODITE TANAIS OF THE BABYLONIANS. HOW SUCH MYSTERIES GOT TO THE HEBRIDES NEED NOT SURPRISE US. TWO RACES LEFT THEIR DESCENDANTS IN THOSE ISLANDS, THE NORWEGIAN AND THE IRISH; THE LATTER SPREAD OVER THE ISLETS AND COASTLINE OF WESTERN SCOTLAND, AND CARRIED THITHER THE POPULAR CREED OF THE MIGRATION ERA. SIR W. JONES CONSIDERED THAT "THE WHOLE CROWD OF GODS AND GODDESSES MEANT ONLY THE POWERS OF NATURE." ADOLPHE PIETET PROCEEDS ON THE FOLLOWING LINES "FROM A PRIMITIVE DUALITY, CONSTITUTING THE FUNDAMENTAL FORCE OF THE UNIVERSE, THERE ARISES A DOUBLE PROGRESSION OF COSMICAL POWERS, WHICH, AFTER HAVING CROSSED EACH OTHER BY A MUTUAL TRANSITION, AT LAST PROCEED TO BLEND IN ONE SUPREME UNITY, AS IN THEIR ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLES; SUCH, IN A FEW WORDS, IS THE DISTINCTIVE 'CHARACTER OF THE MYTHOLOGICAL DOCTRINES OF THE ANCIENT IRISH." AS ELSEWHERE MENTIONED, THE IRISH SAINTS ARE TRADITIONALLY MIXED UP WITH MATTERS CONNECTED WITH FORMER DEITIES. THUS, LEDWICH, IN HIS ANTIQUITIES OF IRELAND, IS INDUCED TO EXCLAIM, "VERY FEW OF THE SAINTS WHO ADORN OUR LEGENDS EVER HAD EXISTENCE, BUT ARE PERSONIFICATIONS OF INANIMATE THINGS, AND EVEN OF PASSIONS OR QUALITIES." ST. THENEW OR MUNGO, PATRON SAINT OF GLASGOW, WAS BUT A METAMORPHOSED DIVINITY OF THE SAME RACE. HE WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN, A PROOF OF HER GODDESS-SHIP. HIS MIRACULOUS POWERS WERE LIKE THOSE OF IRISH GODS, BEING EXERTED OVER NATURE'S LAWS. HIS ROD WAS THE DRUIDICAL HAZEL-BRANCH, WHICH BURST INTO FLAME AFTER HIS BREATHING UPON IT. THUS, WE SEE THE RIVER SHANNON, ONCE AN OBJECT OF WORSHIP, REMEMBERED UNDER THE NAME OF ST. SENANUS; AND THE MOUNTAIN KEVN OF GLENDALOUGH, ALSO ADORED, BECOME THE SAINT KEVIN. THE STRANGE MIXTURE OF HEATHENISM AND SCRIPTURE HAS STRUCK MANY INQUIRERS. MEYRICK'S DRUIDICAL RELIGION DURING THE RESIDENCE OF THE ROMANS, POINTS TO THIS STRANGE UNION IN BRITAIN. IT WAS HIS OPINION THAT "AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE FOURTH CENTURY, THE DRUIDS FELT A COMMON CAUSE WITH THE ROMAN PRIESTS IN THE EXTERMINATION OF CHRISTIANITY." BERGMANN DETECTED THE SAME INFLUENCE IN SNORRE'S SCANDINAVIAN FASCINATION OF GULFI. HE SEPARATED THE TWO ELEMENTS FOR US. LEFLOCQ REMARKED THE MIXTURE IN THE "TRANSFERRING THE GODS THEMSELVES, AND PLACING IN THE MOUTH OF ODIN AN ECHO OF THE LANGUAGE OF MOSES." HE MIGHT WELL SAY, "WE ARE SURPRISED TO FIND THE TEACHING OF GENESIS, AND THE MORALS OF THE EVANGELISTS, IN A BOOK OF THE EDDAS." MANY MAY BE EQUALLY SURPRISED AT THE SAME IN THE MSS. OF ERIN. "THE DRUIDS AND BARDS OF THESE FAR-REACHING BARDIC TIMES," SAYS MRS. BRYANT, "WERE PRACTICALLY HERETICS WITH RESPECT TO THE MORE ANCIENT FORMS OF RELIGIOUS IDEA, WHICH LINGER WITHOUT MEANING IN THE IRISH PEASANTS' TENACIOUS MEMORY, OR ADHERE TO HIS HABITS BY THE SAME PERSISTENCE OF CONSERVATIVE INSTINCT." WHILE THE CULTURED EGYPTIANS, ASSYRIANS, HINDOOS, JEWS, AND GREEKS, BOWED TO OTHER GODS THAN THE FIRST CAUSE, NO IRISHMAN NEED BE ASTONISHED AT A SIMILAR WEAKNESS IN HIS HALF-CIVILIZED ANCESTORS. IT MIGHT BE THAT THE MORAL INFIRMITIES OF THE FORMER WERE GREATER THAN THOSE IN THE MEN AND WOMEN OF OLD ERIN.
IDOL-WORSHIP.
SOME IRISH WRITERS, FROM A SPIRIT OF PATRIOTISM, HAVE EXPRESSED THE OPINION THAT, THOUGH ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMANS, MAY HAVE BOWED BEFORE IDOLS. THEIR COUNTRY-MEN HAD NEVER BEEN SUBJECT TO THAT ERROR. WHILE PROFESSING A DERIVATION FROM SPAIN, THEY HAVE IGNORED THE FACT THAT IBERIAN IDOLATRY WAS WELL KNOWN. THEY EQUALLY IGNORE THE TESTIMONY OF ST. PATRICK AND OTHER MISSIONARIES IN ERIN, THE WRITINGS OF IRISH SAINTS, AND THE EVIDENCE OF OBJECTS WHICH ARE SUBSTANTIAL WITNESSES. ROMAN AUTHORS HAD NO DOUBT OF THE PRESENCE OF IDOLS AMONG THE CELTIC INHABITANTS OF GAUL; AND ANY VISITOR TO HOTEL CLUNY, IN PARIS, CAN SOON SATISFY HIMSELF AS TO THE TRUTH, BY A GLANCE AT THE IMAGES STORED IN THAT NOBLE MUSEUM OF FRENCH HISTORY. VALLENCEY SAID, "THE IRISH DRUIDS WERE NOT IDOLATERS, HAD NO GRAVEN IMAGES." O'KEARNEY ADMITS THAT "THE PURE MONOTHEISM OF THE DRUIDS HAD DWINDLED DOWN INTO A VULGAR POLYTHEISM, PREVIOUS TO THE DATE OF THE FENIAN ERA." BUT O'CURRY DENIES ALIKE IMAGES, HUMAN SACRIFICES, AND SUN-WORSHIP. ARTHUR CLIVE COULD WRITE--"THERE IS ABUNDANT REASON TO SUPPOSE THAT THERE WERE NO IDOLS IN USE AMONG THE ANCIENT IRISH, NO CARVED REPRESENTATIONS OF THE GODS." IN THE MUSEUM CATALOGUE OF THE IRISH ACADEMY, IT IS WRITTEN--"THE ECCLESIASTICAL CHRONICLERS OF THE PERIOD, IN THEIR ZEAL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CHRISTIANITY, WOULD APPEAR TO HAVE ALTOGETHER IGNORED THE SUBJECT OF PAGAN WORSHIP." BUT ENNIUS DISTINCTLY RECORDS THAT WHEN PATRICK WENT TO CASHEL, "ALL THE IDOLS FELL PROSTRATE." IN ST. PATRICK'S CONFESSION WE READ--"WHENCE IS IT THAT IN IRELAND, THOSE WHO NEVER HAD THE KNOWLEDGE OF A GOD, BUT WORSHIPPED EVEN FILTHY IDOLS." PETRIE DECLARES IT WAS "NOT UNUSUAL FOR ST. PATRICK TO DEDICATE PAGAN MONUMENTS TO THE TRUE GOD." IN THE FIACC HYMN IT IS SAID--"THERE WAS DARKNESS OVER ERIN, THEY ADORED THINGS OF FAERY." THE TRIPARTITE LIFE SPEAKS OF THIS ADORATION; THE CONFESSION SAYS THE ADORERS "SHALL UNHAPPILY FALL INTO ETERNAL PUNISHMENT." DR. E. B. TYLOR SAYS, "THE IDOL ANSWERS TO THE SAVAGE, IN ONE PROVINCE OF THOUGHT, THE SAME PURPOSE THAT ITS ANALOGUE THE DOLL DOES TO THE CHILD. IT ENABLES HIM TO GIVE A DEFINITE EXISTENCE AND A PERSONALITY TO THE VAGUE IDEAS OF HIGHER BEINGS." ELSEWHERE HE DECLARES THAT IDOLS "BELONG TO A PERIOD OF TRANSITION AND GROWTH." IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE THAT, WHILE CELTS AND IBERIANS IN GREAT BRITAIN AND GAUL SHOULD HAVE IDOLS, THE SAME RACES IN ERIN SHOULD BE WITHOUT THEM. GAUL HAD HESUS, BELENUS, AND OTHER DEITIES IN IMAGES. MEN, THE BAYEUX GOD, HAD HORNS. CÆSAR CALLED THE CHIEF GAULISH DIVINITY BY THE NAME OF MARS, WHOSE SHRINE WAS ON THE ISLE OF PARIS. ANOTHER, DESCRIBED AS A MERCURY, STOOD ON THE SUMMIT OF PUY DE DOME. CERNUNNOS WAS REPRESENTED HOLDING A BAG OF ACORNS. BELENUS WAS DECLARED, BY MONTFAUCON, TO BE THE SAME AS A BRITISH ISLAND IDOL. LUCAN EXCLAIMED, "HESUS, WITH CRUEL ALTARS, HORRID GOD." AT ARLES WAS FOUND AN IDOL, WITH A SERPENT TWINED ABOUT ITS LEGS. ELSEWHERE, IT WAS A FEMALE IN GAUL, WITH A SERPENT ROUND THE LEGS. LUCAN LEFT THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT OF ANOTHER: "THE GAULS," SAID HE, "CALL HERCULES IN THEIR COUNTRY LANGUAGE OGMIUS. BUT THEY REPRESENT THE APPEARANCE OF THEIR GOD IN A VERY UNUSUAL MANNER. WITH THEM HE IS A DECREPID OLD MAN, BALD BEFORE, HIS BEARD EXTREMELY GREY, AS ARE THE FEW OTHER HAIRS HE HAS REMAINING. I WAS OF OPINION THAT ALL THESE THINGS WERE PERVERSELY DONE, IN DISHONOR OF THE GRECIAN GODS. THIS OLD HERCULES DRAWS AFTER HIM A VAST MULTITUDE OF MEN, ALL TIED BY THEIR EARS. THE CORDS BY WHICH HE DOES THIS ARE SMALL FINE CHAINS, ARTIFICIALLY MADE OF GOLD AND ELECTRUM, LIKE THE MOST BEAUTIFUL BRACELETS. AND THOUGH THE MEN ARE DRAWN BY SUCH SLENDER BONDS, YET NONE OF THEM THINKS OF BREAKING LOOSE, WHEN THEY MIGHT EASILY DO IT--THE PAINTER, TO FIX THE EXTREME ENDS OF THE CHAINS, MADE A HOLE IN THE GOD'S TONGUE, WHO LOOKS SMILING TOWARDS THOSE HE LEADS." THE FOREIGNER TURNED FOR EXPLANATION TO A GAUL, WHO SAID, "WE GAULS DO NOT SUPPOSE, AS YOU GREEKS, THAT MERCURY IS SPEECH OR LANGUAGE, BUT WE ATTRIBUTE IT TO HERCULES, BECAUSE HE IS FAR SUPERIOR IN STRENGTH." THEY THOUGHT HERCULES, AS SPEECH, SHOULD DRAW MEN AFTER HIM, WITH THEIR EARS TIED TO HIS TONGUE. AS TO WALES--THOUGH SOME PATRIOTIC WELSH WILL NOT ALLOW THAT THEIR PEOPLE EVER WERE SO DEGRADED--THERE WERE IDOLS, LIKE THAT OF DARVELL-GADARN AT ST. ASAPH. FROM A REPORT ON THE WELSH, IN 1538, WE LEARN THAT THEY "COME DAILY A PILGRIMAGE UNTO HIM, SOME WITH KINE, OTHERS WITH OXEN OR HORSES, AND THE REST WITH MONEY." THE OLD WRITER SHOWS THE RESPECT PAID TO THIS IDOLATROUS SURVIVAL: REMARKING, "A COMMON SAYING AMONGST THEM, THAT WHOSOEVER WILL OFFER ANYTHING TO THE SAID IMAGES OF DARVELL-GADARN, HE HATH POWER TO FETCH HIM OR THEM THAT SO OFFER OUT OF HELL WHEN THEY ARE DAMNED." SCOTLAND, TOO, HAD ITS IDOLS. IN A LETTER FROM MR. DONALD CLARK TO THE AUTHOR, SEVERAL YEARS AGO, THAT GENTLEMAN ADDED--"SINCE THE ABOVE WAS WRITTEN, AN IMAGE OF A FEMALE HAS BEEN DUG UP FROM A MOSS IN NORTH LOCHABER, OF BLACK OAK, IN GOOD PRESERVATION, AND ABOUT FIVE FEET LONG, WHICH GOES FAR TO SHOW THAT THEY HAD DEITY HOUSES WITH IMAGES IN NORTH BRITAIN ALSO." YET, AS A LINGUIST, HE DECLARED, "BUT THERE IS NOTHING IN THEIR LANGUAGE TO SHOW THAT THEY WORSHIPPED THOSE IMAGES--ONLY VENERATING THEM." APOLOGISTS OF OTHER NATIONS MIGHT SAY AS MUCH OF THEIR OWN ANCESTORS' VENERATION OF IMAGES. KING LAOGHAIRE, CONTEMPORARY WITH ST. PATRICK, WAS THE WORSHIPPER OF CROM CRUACH, DESCRIBED AS A PILLAR OF STONE. THE TRIPARTITE LIFE OF THE SAINT CALLED IT "A CROOKED STONE OF ADORATION." AS MAGH-SLEACHT MEANT FIELD OF SLAUGHTER, MANY SUPPOSED SACRIFICES WERE OFFERED TO THE IDOL. THE PATRON SAINT MADE WAR AGAINST CROM. AN OLD WRITER IN 1695 SAID--"NO SOONER DID HE THEN ELEUATE HIS PURE HANDES IN PRAYER FOR THE SUBUERSION OF THE IDOL, AND HAD AFTER A THREATENING MANNER LIFTED UP THE ROD OF JESUS AGAINST IT, BUT IT FELL DOWNE UPON THE LEFT SIDE, AND ALL THE GOLD AND SILVER DISSOLVED INTO DUST, THE LITTLE GODS WERE SWALLOWED VP BY THE EARTH, EUEN TO THEIR NECKES." IN THE FOUR MASTERS IS THIS VERSION--"CROM CRUACH STOOD NEAR A RIVER CALLED GATHARD, AND ST. PATRICK ERECTED A CHURCH NEAR AT DOMHNACHMOR." THEN THEY ADDED, "ACCORDING TO DINNSENCHUS (THE GEOGRAPHER), THIS WAS THE PRINCIPAL IDOL OF ALL THE COLONIES THAT SETTLED IN IRELAND, FROM THE EARLIEST PERIOD TO THE TIME OF ST. PATRICK, AND THEY WERE WONT TO OFFER TO IT THE FIRSTLINGS OF ANIMALS, AND OTHER OFFERINGS." AN INSCRIPTION IN OGHAM TELLS THAT "IN IT CRUACH WAS, AND TWELVE IDOLS OF STONE AROUND HIM, AND HIMSELF OF GOLD." ANOTHER TESTIMONY IS THAT IT HAD MUCH GOLD AND SILVER, WITH TWELVE BRASS IDOLS ROUND IT, AS IF IN REFERENCE TO THE ZODIAC. WE ARE INFORMED, THAT, WHEN STRUCK BY ST. PATRICK, WITH HIS STAFF OF JESUS, THE IMAGE FELL TO THE WEST, WITH THE IMPRESSION OF THE ROD ON ITS SIDE, THE TWELVE STONE GODS SINKING INTO THE GROUND. WHEN THE SAINT CALLED ALOUD FOR THE DEVIL TO COME FORTH FROM THE IMAGE, AN UGLY BLACK FELLOW APPEARED, UPON WHOM THE SAINT THREW HIMSELF IN ANGER. IN THE STRUGGLE, HE LOST A BUTTON FROM HIS COAT. THOUGH FOUND SOON AFTER ON THE HEATH, NOTHING COULD GROW ON THE SPOT EVER AFTER. TOLAND, IN 1728, HAD THIS ACCOUNT: "THE CHIEFEST IN ALL IRELAND WAS CROM CRUACH, WHICH STOOD IN THE MIDST OF A CIRCLE OF TWELVE OBLISCS ON A HILL IN BREFIN, A DISTRICT OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN, FORMERLY BELONGING TO LEITRIM. IT WAS ALL OVER COVERED WITH GOLD AND SILVER, THE LESSER FIGURES ON THE TWELVE STONES ABOUT IT BEING ONELY OF BRASS; WHICH METTALS, BOTH OF THE STONES AND THE STATUES THEY BORE, BECAME EVERYWHERE THE PREY OF THE CHRISTIAN PRIESTS UPON THE CONVERSION OF THAT KINGDOM." THE LEGENDARY WRITERS OF PATRICK'S LIFE TELL MANY THINGS, NOT LESS RIDICULOUS THAN INCREDIBLE, ABOUT THE DESTRUCTION OF THIS TEMPLE OF MOYSLEET (MAGH-SLEUCHT), OR THE FIELD OF ADORATION, IN BREFIN; WHERE THE STUMPS OF THE CIRCULAR OBLISCS ARE YET TO BE SEEN. "THE BISHOP'S SEE OF CLOGHER HAS ITS NAME FROM ONE OF THESE STONES, ALL COVERED WITH GOLD (CLOGHER SIGNIFYING THE GOLDEN STONE), ON WHICH STOOD KERMAND KELSTACH, THE CHIEF IDOL OF ULSTER. THE STONE IS STILL IN BEING." HE CONTINUED, "KERMAND KELSTACH WAS NOT THE ONLY MERCURY OF RUDE STONE, SINCE THE MERCURY OF THE GREEKS WAS NOT PORTRAYED ANTIENTLY IN THE SHAPE OF A YOUTH, WITH WINGS TO HIS HEELS AND A CADUCEUS IN HIS HAND, BUT WITHOUT HANDS OR FEET, BEING A SQUARE STONE, SAYS PHURNUTUS, AND I SAY WITHOUT ANY SCULPTURE." VALLENCEY MAINTAINED THE SAME; OBSERVING, "THE ANCIENT RECORDS OF IRELAND ASSERT THAT THE IRISH PAGANS WORSHIPPED NO IMAGES; THE ROUGH UNHEWN STONE, CAPPED WITH GOLD AND SILVER, REPRESENTING THE SUN AND MOON, AND ROUND THESE WERE TWELVE OTHERS, SHOWING THE NUMBER OF THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC." HERODIAN HAS A SIMILAR VIEW OF THE SUN TEMPLE OF EMASA, NEAR TYRE--"THERE IS NO IMAGE, AS AMONG THE GREEKS AND ROMANS, TO REPRESENT THE GOD, BUT AN EXCEEDING LARGE STONE, ROUND AT THE BOTTOM, AND TERMINATING IN A POINT, OF A CONICAL FORM, AND BLACK COLOR." AN OLD MS. SAYS--"MAGH-SLEACHT WAS SO CALLED FROM AN IDOL OF THE IRISH, NAMED CROM-CRUAITH, A STONE CAPPED WITH GOLD, ABOUT WHICH STOOD TWELVE OTHER ROUGH STONES." IT IS CURIOUS THAT THE LAST SUNDAY IN SUMMER WAS KNOWN AS DOMNACH CRUMDNIBH, OR SUNDAY OF BLACK CROM; IT WAS AFTERWARDS CHANGED TO ST. PATRICK'S SUNDAY. O'BEIRNE CROWE THINKS IT ABSURD TO SUPPOSE THAT THE GOLDEN IDOL OF MAG SLECHT WAS ONLY A STONE PILLAR; BUT "THAT THE MOST ANCIENT IRISH IDOLS, HOWEVER, WERE OF WOOD AND STONE IS MOST PROBABLE, AND. THAT SOME OF THESE ANCIENT IDOLS WOULD BE CONTINUED THROUGH PURE VENERATION, EVEN AFTER THE INTRODUCTION OF METALLURGY, IS ALSO NOT IMPROBABLE." IN RICHARDSON'S FOLLY OF PILGRIMAGE IS THE RECORD OF A WOODEN IMAGE, CARVED AND PAINTED LIKE A WOMAN, KEPT IN THE HOUSE OF THE O'HERLEBYS, IN BALLYVOURNEY, CORK CO. THE SICK SENT FOR IT AS A MEANS OF CURE, AND SOMETIMES SHEEP WERE OFFERED TO IT WITH PECULIAR CEREMONIES. THE GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE FOR 1742, NOTES "TWO SILVER IMAGES FOUND UNDER THE RUINS OF AN OLD TOWER." THEY WERE DESCRIBED AS BEING THREE INCHES HIGH, IN ARMOR, WITH AN OSIRIAN HELMET AND NECK COVERING. HINDOO-LIKE IMAGES OF BRASS HAVE BEEN SEVERAL TIMES DUG UP. THEY APPEAR IN ORIENTAL GARB, OR IN A SHORT PETTICOAT OR KILT, WITH THE FINGERS TOUCHING A FORKED BEARD. ONE OF SUCH, NOW IN THE DUBLIN MUSEUM, WAS TAKEN FROM BENEATH THE ROOT OF A LARGE TREE IN ROSCOMMON. IN THAT INSTANCE, THE ARMS WERE CROSSED. THE HEIGHT OF THIS BRAZEN IDOL WAS FIVE INCHES. IT HAD ONCE BEEN GILT A METAL IDOL, WEIGHING TWENTY-FOUR LBS., AND FIFTEEN INCHES HIGH, WAS RECOVERED FROM THE SOIL AT CLONMEL, NEAR THE SPOT WHERE ANOTHER WAS SEEN, WITH A SIMILAR EXPRESSION OF FACE, AND THE HAND HOLDING SOMETHING ROUND. A LETTER WRITTEN TO POWNALL BY THE REV. MR. ARMSTRONG, ABOUT 1750, HAS THE STORY OF AN IMAGE FOUND SIXTY YEARS PREVIOUSLY, IN THE BOG OF CULLEN, TIPPERARY. IT WAS A LARGE WOODEN IMAGE. MENTION IS MADE THAT "LITTLE PINS OR PEGS WERE STUCK IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF IT; AND THAT MR. DAMER IMAGINED THAT THE LITTLE GOLD PLATES FOUND THERE (FOUR INCHES BY THREE EACH), ONE OF WHICH I SAW WITH HIM, WERE SUSPENDED BY THESE PEGS IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THAT IMAGE." SUBSEQUENTLY THE GOD WAS CONVERTED INTO A GATE-POST, AND LOST SIGHT OF AFTER. A BRONZE ONE, FROM CLONMACNOISE, HAD A WAVED PATTERN ON ITS EASTERN KILT AND SLEEVES, WITH A CONICAL HEAD-DRESS ORNAMENTED WITH FIGURES, A WAVING BEARD, AND LONG PROMINENT NOSE. A PHALLIC IMAGE OF FRO OR FRICEO, LIKE THE PRIAPUS GUARDIAN OF BRUSSELS, WAS USEFUL IN DRIVING DISEASE FROM THE IRISH CATTLE. FEMININE FIGURES WERE EMPLOYED DOWN TO QUITE MODERN TIMES TO REMOVE EVIL; LIKE THAT FEMALE DEITY FOUND IN DECEMBER, 1880, IN THE MOSS BED, NORTH OF LOCHABER, WHICH WAS OF BLACK OAK, AND FIVE FEET IN HEIGHT. KING CORMAC IS MENTIONED AS REFUSING TO WORSHIP THE GOLDEN CALF SET UP BY THE DRUIDS. AS, HOWEVER, HE MET HIS DEATH SHORTLY AFTER, THROUGH A SALMON-BONE STICKING IN HIS THROAT, THE PRIESTS CONCLUDED HE SUFFERED THROUGH THE VENGEANCE OF THE GOD CROM CRUACH. LATER BARDS MADE HIM DECLARE "I WILL OFFER NO ADORATION TO ANY STOCK OR IMAGE SHAPED BY MY OWN MECHANIC. IT, WERE MORE RATIONAL TO OFFER ADORATION TO THE MECHANIC HIMSELF." IN THE LAYS OF THE WESTERN GAEL WE HAVE THE BARDIC STORY OF KING CORMAC, WHO LIVED 300 YEARS BEFORE ST. PATRICK, REFUSING A BURIAL AFTER THE HEATHEN CUSTOM: "FOR ALL THE KINGS WHO LIE IN BRUG PUT TRUST IN GODS OF WOOD AND STONE; AND 'TWAS AT ROSS THAT FIRST I KNEW ONE, UNSEEN, WHO IS GOD ALONE. HIS GLORY LIGHTENS FROM THE EAST, HIS MESSAGE SOON SHALL REACH OUR SHORE; AND IDOL GOD AND CURSING PRIEST SHALL PLAGUE US FROM MOY SLAUGHT NO MORE." THE WINGED LION OF CASHEL MAY REMIND SCHOLARS OF THE LIKE LOOKING CREATURE OF THE ASSYRIAN NERGAL. THE TAIL, WHICH HAS A PHALLIC TERMINATION, WAS CURLED ROUND THE HIND-LEG AND OVER THE BACK. THE HAIR WAS COMPOSED OF CURVED LINES. THE ANIMAL WAS, APPARENTLY, TO BE ATTACKED BY A CENTAUR WITH A NORMAN HELMET. THESE, PERHAPS, WERE NOT IDOLS, BUT FIGURES WITH A FREEMASONIC MEANING, BY SOME MYSTIC ARCHITECT OF THE MIDDLE AGES. VERY DIFFERENT WERE THE PETTICOATED IMAGES, AS THE BRASS ONE OF ROSCOMMON, RESEMBLING THOSE STILL TO BE OBSERVED IN INDIA, AND RECOGNIZED AMONG THE FIGURES ON PRE-CHRISTIAN CROSSES IN IRELAND. THESE BEAR EVIDENT TRACES OF BEING BROUGHT TO ERIN BY A PEOPLE FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN SHORES, AND WHOSE BLOOD IS YET MINGLED WITH THAT OF THE MANY VARIED RACES OF THE WESTERN ISLAND. THE OLD TUATH, VAULTED, STONE TEMPLE AT KNOCKMOY, IN GALWAY, WHICH WAS AFTERWARDS TURNED INTO AN ABBEY, HAD A REMARKABLE FIGURE, LIKE APOLLO, BOUND TO A TREE, PIERCED BY ARROWS, YET SLAYING THE PYTHON BY A SHAFT. THIS WAS CONGENIAL TO A LAND WITH SUCH STRONG SERPENT REMINISCENCES. A CURIOUS BRONZE INSTRUMENT, EXTRICATED FROM THE BOG OF BALLYMONEY, ANTRIM, WAS FOUND TO BE OF THREE PARTS, AND MAY HAVE HELD LIQUOR. THE FIGURES ABOUT IT WERE SUGGESTIVE OF ANCIENT IDOLATRY. FOUR BIRDS WERE ATTACHED TO IT BY PINS PASSING THROUGH THE TUBE, WITH RINGS OUTSIDE. THESE MAY HAVE BEEN THE TWO SWANS OF APOLLO, AND THE TWO, BULBUL OF IRAN. AS ARISTOTLE SPEAKS OF THE BRASS APPENDAGE OF DODONA, THROUGH WHICH THE ORACLES WERE ANNOUNCED, SOME REGARD THIS REMARKABLE IRISH ORNAMENT AS PERTAINING TO THAT ANCIENT HEATHEN SUPERSTITION. BY FAR THE MOST REMARKABLE IDOL KNOWN TO THE AUTHOR WAS THAT SHOWN HIM AT CASHEL MANY YEARS AGO, BUT WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN SINCE DISCREETLY HIDDEN AWAY. THE GUARDIAN OF THE RUINS, WHO WAS SOMEWHAT EXCITED BY THE NATIONAL DRINK, PERCEIVING AN EXTRA INQUISITIVENESS ON THE PART OF HIS VISITOR, WHO HAD BEEN ENTRANCED BY A SPLENDID ILLUSTRATION OF SERPENT WORSHIP, LOUDLY EXCLAIMED, "I WILL SHOW YOU SOMETHING." HE SOON RETURNED WITH A STONE IMAGE, SOME TWO FEET HIGH, BEARING THE ROUGH LINEAMENTS OF A FEMALE, BUT WITH THE LEGS BEING SERPENTS CROSSED. EPIPHANIUS VEHEMENTLY ATTACKED A GNOSTIC IDOL OF HIS DAY; SAYING, "YEA, EVEN HIS LEGS ARE AN IMITATION OF THE SERPENT, THROUGH WHICH THE EVIL ONE SPOKE AND DECEIVED EVE." GOVERNOR POWNALL, LAST CENTURY, TRACED IRISH IDOLS TO CARTHAGINIAN INTERCOURSE; "RATHER," SAID HE, "THAN TO THE CELTIC DRUIDICAL THEOLOGY OF THE MORE ANCIENT IRISH; FOR THOUGH THEIR SYMBOLIC IDOLS ARE SAID TO BE COVERED WITH GOLD AND SILVER, YET THEY WERE BUT UNHEWN STONES, AND NOT IMAGES CONTAINING ANY ORGANIZED FORM." HIS ACCOUNT OF THE FIND IN THE TIPPERARY BOG OF CULLEN WAS ADDRESSED TO THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES IN 1774 "THE FRAGMENT," SAID HE, "WHICH IS SAID TO BE PART OF AN IMAGE FOUND AT THE SAME TIME, IS OF A BLACK WOOD, ENTIRELY COVERED AND PLATED WITH THIN GOLD, AND SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN PART OF THE BREASTS, THE TET OR NIPPLE OF WHICH IS RADIATED IN HAMMERED OR CHASED WORK, IN LINES RADIATING FROM A CENTER, AS IS USUAL IN THE IMAGES OF THE SUN; AND ROUND THE PERIPHERY, OR SETTING ON OF THE BREAST, THERE ARE LIKE RADIATIONS IN A SPECIFIC NUMBER, WITH OTHER LINEAR ORNAMENTS. THERE IS ANOTHER FRAGMENT OF THE SAME KIND OF WOOD, WHICH SEEMS TO BE A FRAGMENT OF AN AMMONIAN HORN; THERE ARE IN IT THE GOLDEN STUDS OR RIVETS BY WHICH IT MAY BE SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN PLATED WITH GOLD. THE FIRST ACCOUNT I HAD OF THIS IMAGE WAS THAT IT WAS OF A HUMAN FORM, WITH A LION'S FACE; THEN, THAT IT WAS INDEED BIFORM, BUT OF WHAT SORT NOT SPECIFIED. I HAVE SINCE BEEN INFORMED THAT THE IMAGE, WHATEVER IT WAS, WAS OF A SIZE SUFFICIENT TO MAKE A GATE-POST." THE LION'S FACE HE REGARDED AS "THE SYMBOLIC IMAGE OF MITHRAS, AS USED BY THE GADETANI (OF SPAIN), FOR WHICH I WILL REFER TO THE SATURNALIA OF MACROBIUS, WHEN HE QUOTES A HISTORICAL PASSAGE TO SHOW THAT THE HERCULES OF GADES (CADIZ) AND OF THE SUN WERE ONE AND THE SAME NUMEN, REPRESENTED BY BIFORM FIGURES WITH HEADS OF LIONS, RADIATING LIKE THE SUN." AS POWNALL FOUND THE SWORD, RECOVERED FROM THE SAME BOG, TO BE OF CARTHAGINIAN WORK, HE WAS DISPOSED, AS HE SAYS, TO REFER THE IMAGE "TO THIS LINE OF LATER THEOLOGY, RATHER THAN TO THE CELTIC DRUID THEOLOGY OF THE MORE ANCIENT IRISH." HE MEANS THAT OF THE CARTHAGINIAN COLONY OF SPAIN, WHICH HE THOUGHT HELD COMMERCE WITH IRELAND. THE IDOL MIGHT BE THAT OF THE FOREIGN VISITORS. "I FEEL PERSUADED," HE ADDED, "TO REFER THE IDOL, AND THE VARIOUS VESSELS AND INSTRUMENTS OF RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES, FOUND IN THE SAME PART, TO THE RITUAL OF THIS LATER IDOLATRY USED IN THESE PARTICULAR SETTLEMENTS, BUT NEVER IN GENERAL USE AMONGST THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND AT LARGE." AN IMAGE WAS FOUND ON INNIS MURA, SLIGO, BEING CALLED AFTER ST. MOLAS, KNOWN AS THE BAL FARGHA, A PHALLIC EMBLEM. IT HAS A SINGULAR LIKENESS TO THE PHALLIC MAHOODY OF THE ISLE OF ELEPHANTA. IT IS AN ERECT STONE IN A SORT OF BASIN (MASCULINE AND FEMININE EMBLEMS), AND BEING, LIKE THE MAHOODY, ENCLOSED BY A WALL. THE LIKE SYMBOL IS STILL AN OBJECT OF WORSHIP IN INDIA. TWO RUDE STONES WERE DISCOVERED IN NEALE PARK, MAYO CO. ONE HAD THE APPEARANCE OF A GOAT, AND THE OTHER OF A LION. THERE WAS THE INSCRIPTION OF DIÉ NA FEILE. JEAN REYNAUD HELD THAT THE GAULS HAD NO IMAGE OF ANY SORT. HENRI MARTIN AFFIRMED THAT "NO IDOLS RECOVERED UPON OUR SOIL BELONG TO THE AGE OF INDEPENDENCE "--THAT IS, BEFORE THE ROMAN CONQUEST. HERODOTUS BEARS TESTIMONY TO ONE ANCIENT PEOPLE FREE FROM IDOLS. THE PERSIANS HE OBSERVED TO HAVE NONE--"BECAUSE," SAID HE, "THEY DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE GODS PARTAKE OF OUR HUMAN NATURE." BEFORE THE DAY WHEN TERAPHIM IDOLS WERE KNOWN IN THE FAMILY TENT OF JACOB, MEN WERE ACCUSTOMED TO SYMBOLIZE BY IMAGES THE ATTRIBUTES OF THE DEITY; AND IT IS NO GREAT REFLECTION UPON THE IRISH CHARACTER THAT ERIN SHOULD ONCE HAVE BOWED TO IDOLS. WE ARE TOLD BY THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON, 14TH CHAP., THAT "GRAVEN IMAGES WERE WORSHIPPED BY THE COMMANDMENT OF KINGS." FROUDE REMINDS US THAT, NOW, "IN PLACE OF THE OLD MATERIAL IDOLATRY, WE ERECT A NEW IDOLATRY OF WORDS AND PHRASES." IT MIGHT BE ADDED, THAT MANY OF THE POLITICAL, RELIGIOUS, AND SOCIAL SENTIMENTS OF THE DAY ARE BOWED TO AS FETISHES, IN DEFIANCE ALIKE OF REASON AND COMMON SENSE. THERE ARE MORE FORMS OF IDOLATRY THAN THE OLD IRISH WORSHIP OF BLACK CROM. IN KNEELING TO THAT IMAGE, THE MAN HAD DOUBTLESS IN HIS MIND AND HEART THE REAL GOD WHOM IT BUT SYMBOLIZED.
SERPENT FAITH.
NO COUNTRY IN EUROPE IS SO ASSOCIATED WITH THE SERPENT AS IRELAND, AND NONE HAS SO MANY MYTHS AND LEGENDS CONNECTED WITH THE SAME. AS THAT CREATURE HAS FURNISHED SO, MANY RELIGIOUS STORIES IN THE EAST, AND AS THE ANCIENT FAITHS OF ASIA AND EGYPT ABOUND IN REFERENCES TO IT, WE MAY REASONABLY LOOK FOR SOME REMOTE SIMILARITY IN THE IDEAS OF WORSHIP BETWEEN ORIENTALS AND THE SONS OF ERIN. THAT ONE OF THE ANCIENT MILITARY SYMBOLS OF IRELAND SHOULD BE A SERPENT, NEED NOT OCCASION SURPRISE IN US. THE DRUIDICAL SERPENT OF IRELAND IS PERCEIVED IN THE TARA BROOCH, POPULARIZED TO THE PRESENT DAY. IRISH CROSSES, SO TO SPEAK, WERE ALIVE WITH SERPENTS. ALTHOUGH TRADITION DECLARES THAT ALL THE SERPENT TRIBE HAVE CEASED TO EXIST IN IRELAND, "YET," AS MRS. ANNA WILKES WRITES, "IT IS CURIOUS TO OBSERVE HOW THE REMAINS OF THE SERPENT FORM LINGERED IN THE MINDS OF THE CLOISTERED MONKS, WHO HAVE GIVEN US SUCH UNPARALLELED SPECIMENS OF ORNAMENTAL INITIAL LETTERS AS ARE PRESERVED IN THE BOOKS OF KELLS, BALLYMOTE." A SINGULAR CHARM DID THE REPTILE POSSESS OVER THE IMAGINATION OF THE OLDER INHABITANTS. KEATING ASSURES HIS READERS THAT "THE MILESIANS, FROM THE TIME THEY FIRST CONQUERED IRELAND, DOWN TO THE REIGN OF OLLAMH FODHLA, MADE USE OF NO OTHER ARMS OF DISTINCTION IN THEIR BANNERS THAN A SERPENT TWISTED ROUND A ROD, AFTER THE EXAMPLE OF THEIR GADELIAN ANCESTORS." AND, STILL, WE RECOGNIZE THE IMPRESSION THAT IRELAND NEVER HAD ANY SNAKES. SOLINUS WAS INFORMED THAT THE ISLAND HAD NEITHER SNAKES NOR BEES, AND THAT DUST FROM THAT COUNTRY WOULD DRIVE THEM OFF FROM ANY OTHER LAND. BUT THE SAME AUTHORITY AVERS THAT NO SNAKES COULD BE FOUND IN THE KENTISH ISLE OF THANET, NOR IN CRETE. MORYSON, IN 1617, WENT FURTHER, IN DECLARING, "IRELAND HAD NEITHER SINGING NIGHTINGALL, NOR CHATTERING PYE, NOR UNDERMINING MOULE." BISHOP DONAT OF TUSCANY, AN IRISHMAN BY BIRTH, SAID "NO POISON THERE INFECTS, NOR SCALY SNAKE CREEPS THRO' THE GRASS, NOR FROG ANNOYS THE LAKE." AS TO FROGS, THEY WERE KNOWN THERE AFTER THE IRISH VISIT OF WILLIAM III., BEING CALLED DUTCH NIGHTINGALES. EVEN BEDE SANCTIONED THE LEGEND ABOUT THE VIRTUES OF WOOD FROM THE FORESTS OF IRELAND RESISTING POISON; AND SOME AFFIRM THAT, FOR THAT REASON, THE ROOF OF WESTMINSTER HALL WAS MADE OF IRISH OAK. SIR JAMES WARE SAID, TWO CENTURIES AGO, THAT NO SNAKE WOULD LIVE IN IRELAND, EVEN WHEN BROUGHT THERE. CAMDEN WROTE, "NULLUS HIC ANGUIS, NEC VENEMATUM QUICQUARN." THOUGH ADDERS MIGHT CREEP ABOUT, NO ONE DREAMED THEY WERE VENOMOUS. WHILE IT WAS POPULARLY BELIEVED THAT THE SERPENT TRIBE ONCE ABOUNDED THERE, SOME NATURALISTS CONTEND THAT IRELAND WAS CUT OFF FROM THE CONTINENT OF EUROPE BEFORE THE TROUBLERS COULD TRAVEL SO FAR TO THE NORTH-WEST AN OLD TRADITION IS HELD THAT NIUL, THE FORTUNATE HUSBAND OF PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER SCOTA, HAD A SON, GAOIDHIAL, WHO WAS BITTEN BY A SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS. BROUGHT BEFORE MOSES, HE WAS NOT ONLY HEALED, BUT WAS GRACIOUSLY INFORMED THAT NO SERPENT SHOULD HAVE POWER WHEREVER HE OR HIS DESCENDANTS SHOULD DWELL. AS THIS HERO, OF NOBLE DESCENT, SUBSEQUENTLY REMOVED TO ERIN, THAT WOULD BE SUFFICIENT REASON FOR THE ABSENCE OF THE VENOMOUS PLAGUE FROM THE ISLE OF SAINTS. BUT, GRANTING THAT THE REPTILES ONCE ROAMED AT LARGE THERE, HOW CAME THEY EXTIRPATED THENCE? UNIVERSAL TRADITION IN IRELAND DECLARES THAT ST. PATRICK DROVE THEM ALL INTO THE SEA; AND VARIOUS, AS WELL AS OFTEN HUMOROUS, ARE THE TALES CONCERNING THAT EVENT. THE WELSH MONK, JOCELIN, IN 1185, TOLD HOW THIS OCCURRED AT CRUACHAN AICKLE, THE MOUNTAIN OF WEST CONNAUGHT; FOR THE SAINT "GATHERED TOGETHER THE SEVERAL TRIBES OF SERPENTS AND VENOMOUS CREATURES, AND DROVE THEM HEADLONG INTO THE WESTERN OCEAN." OTHERS INDICATE THE SPOT AS THE SACRED ISLE NEAR SLIGO--INNIS MURA. ST. PATRICK'S MOUNTAIN, CROAGH PHADRIG, SHARES THIS HONOR. GIRALDUS CAMBRENSIS, WHO WENT OVER THE IRISH SEA WITH HENRY II. IN THE TWELFTH CENTURY, HAVING SOME DOUBT OF THE STORY, MILDLY RECORDS THAT "ST. PATRICK, ACCORDING TO COMMON REPORT, EXPELLED THE VENOMOUS REPTILES FROM IT BY THE BACULUM JESU"--THE HISTORICAL STAFF OR ROD. THE SAINT IS SAID TO HAVE FASTED FORTY DAYS ON A MOUNT PREVIOUS TO THE MIRACLE, AND SO GAINED MIRACULOUS POWER. ELSEWHERE, GIRALDUS SAYS, "SOME INDEED CONJECTURE, WITH WHAT SEEMS A FLATTERING FICTION, THAT ST. PATRICK AND THE OTHER SAINTS OF THAT COUNTRY CLEARED THE ISLAND OF ALL PESTIFEROUS ANIMALS." AS, HOWEVER, THERE WAS THE NOTION THAT THERE NEVER WERE ANY BUT SYMBOLICAL SNAKES, IT WAS HELD SUFFICIENT TO ASSERT, THAT THE APOSTLE ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED ANY SUCH VERMIN COMING NEAR HIS CONVERTS. AN IRISH HISTORIAN OF 1743 GIVES THE FOLLOWING DIFFERENCES OF BELIEF ABOUT THE AFFAIR: "BUT THE EARLIER WRITERS OF ST. PATRICK'S LIFE HAVE NOT MENTIONED IT SOLINUS, WHO WROTE SOME HUNDREDS OF YEARS BEFORE ST. PATRICK'S ARRIVAL IN IRELAND, TAKES NOTICE OF THIS EXEMPTION; AND ST. ISIDORE, BISHOP OF SEVILLE, IN THE SEVENTH CENTURY, COPIES AFTER HIM. THE VENERABLE BEDE, IN THE EIGHTH CENTURY, MENTIONS THIS QUALITY, BUT IS SILENT AS TO THE CAUSE." THE NON-RESIDENCE OF SNAKES IN THE ISLE OF THANET WAS ACCOUNTED FOR BY THE SPECIAL BLESSING OF ST AUGUSTINE, WHO LANDED THERE ON HIS MISSION TO THE SAXONS. SO ALSO, TRADITION ASCRIBED THE IRISH DELIVERANCE TO THE BLESSING OF ST PATRICK. YET, WHILE GIRALDUS EVIDENTLY TREATS THE STORY AS A FABLE, ST. COLGAN FELT COMPELLED TO "GIVE IT UP." ANCIENT NATURALISTS RELATE THAT CRETE WAS PRESERVED FROM SNAKES BY THE HERB DITTANY DRIVING THEM AWAY. IN A WORK BY DEN IS, PARIS, 1843--LE MONDE ENCHANTE COSMOGRAPHIE ET HISTOIRE NATURELLE FANTASTIQUES DU MOYAN AGE--THE FOLLOWING REMARKS OCCUR--"ERIN THE GREEN, THE EMERALD OF THE SEA, THE COUNTRY OF THE TUATHA DEDAN, COUNTS FOR LITTLE AT THAT TIME, NOR ARRESTS THE ATTENTION OF THE RAPID HISTORIAN. YET THERE HAPPENED A WONDER WHICH OUGHT NOT TO BE IGNORED BY THE REST OF EUROPE, AND MESSIRE BRUNETTO RELATES IT WITH A SIMPLE FAITH, WHICH FORBIDS ANY BREVITY IN THE NARRATION. NOW, YOU MUST KNOW, THAT THE LAND OF MAGICAL TRADITIONS, THIS IRELAND, IS A REGION FATAL TO SERPENTS; SHOULD SOME EVIL SPIRIT CARRY THEM THITHER ALL THE REPTILES OF THE WORLD WOULD PERISH ON ITS SHORES. EVEN THE STONES OF IRELAND BECOME A HAPPY TALISMAN WHICH ONE CAN EMPLOY AGAINST THESE ANIMAL NUISANCES, AND THE SOIL UPON WHICH THEY ARE THROWN WILL NOT BE ABLE TO NOURISH THE SERPENTS." BUT THERE ARE COMPETITORS FOR THE GLORY OF REPTILE EXPULSION. ST. KEVIN, THE HERO OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF WICKLOW, IS STATED TO HAVE CAUSED THE DEATH OF THE LAST IRISH SERPENT, BY SETTING HIS DOG LUPUS TO KILL IT. THIS EVENT WAS COMMEMORATED BY A CARVED STONE PLACED UNDER THE EAST WINDOW OF GLENDALOUGH CATHEDRAL, DELINEATING THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN LUPUS AND THE SNAKE. THIS STONE WAS STOLEN BY A VISITOR ON THE 28TH OF AUGUST, 1839. AGAIN, THE GALLANT CONQUEROR OF, OR CONQUERED BY, THE IRISH DANES, KING BRIAN BOROIMHE, WE ARE ASSURED BY AN ANCIENT MS., HAD A FAMOUS SON, MURCHADH, WHO DESTROYED ALL SERPENTS TO BE FOUND IN IRELAND. THIS IS MENTIONED IN THE ERSE STORY OF THE BATTLE OF CLONTARF. ST. CADO, OF BRITTANY, WAS AN EXPELLER OF SERPENTS FROM GAUL; AND DOUÉ DE GOZON EXPELLED THEM FROM MALTA. EVEN COLOMBA DID THE SAME GOOD SERVICE FOR IONA, AS OTHERS OF HIS DISCIPLES DID FOR DONEGAL. ON THE TOMBSTONE OF THE GRAND MASTER OF MALTA, 1342, ARE THE WORDS, DRACONIS EXTINCTOR. AMONG THE HEROES OF SERPENT-DESTROYERS WERE ALSO ST. CLEMENT, THE VANQUISHER OF THE DRAGON OF METZ; ST. MARCEL, THE DELIVERER OF PARIS FROM THE MONSTER; AND ST. ROMAIN, WHOSE EXPLOITS WERE IMMORTALIZED OVER THE GARGOUILLE OF PARIS, NOT TO SPEAK OF GERMAN, SPANISH, RUSSIAN, AND OTHER, SAINTS--MICHAEL. THE SERPENT IS THE DIVINE WISDOM OF SEVERAL LANDS. ONE MEANING, HOWEVER, FOR THESE REVELATIONS OF A MIRACLE, HAS BEEN FOUND. KEATING, THE IRISH HISTORIAN, FANCIES THE WHOLE MUST BE TAKEN IN A FIGURATIVE SENSE, REFERRING TO THE EXPELLING FROM THE CONVERTS OF THE OLD SERPENT, THE DEVIL. O'NEILL, ALSO, OBSERVES--"THE CONQUEST WHICH THE IRISH APOSTLE OF CHRISTIANITY IS SAID TO HAVE GAINED OVER THE SERPENTS OF IRELAND HAS BEEN DOUBTED, BUT IF IT MEANS THAT HE GAINED A VICTORY OVER THE SERPENT-WORSHIP, THE STORY SEEMS ENTITLED TO CREDIT." ANCIENT IRELAND WAS CERTAINLY GIVEN TO SERPENT-WORSHIP. ALLOWING FOR THE PRE-CHRISTIAN ORIGIN OF SOME IRISH CROSSES, WE MAY UNDERSTAND WHY THESE WERE ACCOMPANIED BY TWINING SERPENTS. "IS IT NOT A SINGULAR CIRCUMSTANCE," ASKS KEANE, "THAT IN IRELAND WHERE NO LIVING SERPENT EXISTS, SUCH NUMEROUS LEGENDS OF SERPENTS SHOULD ABOUND, AND THAT FIGURES OF SERPENTS SHOULD BE SO PROFUSELY USED TO ORNAMENT IRISH SCULPTURES? THERE IS SCARCELY A CROSS, OR A HANDSOME PIECE OF ANCIENT IRISH ORNAMENTAL WORK, WHICH HAS NOT GOT ITS SERPENT OR DRAGON." THE SINGULAR CROSS OF KILLAMERY, KILKENNY CO., EXHIBITS THEREON TWO IRISH SERPENTS. THE FONT OF CASHEL ILLUSTRATES THE SAME MYSTERY. THE WRITER SAW SEVERAL STONES AT CASHEL CATHEDRAL WITH SCULPTURED SNAKES, ONE LARGE SPECIMEN ORNAMENTING A SARCOPHAGUS. THE CROZIER, OR PASTORAL STAFF OF CASHEL, WHICH WAS FOUND LAST CENTURY, BEARS A SERPENT SPRINGING OUT OF A SHEATH OR VAGINA. THE END OF THE SHEATH IS ADORNED WITH WREATHING SERPENTS. IN THE HANDLE A MAN STANDS ON A SERPENT'S HEAD WITH A STAFF, AT WHICH THE REPTILE BITES. THIS STAFF WAS LIKE THAT OF A ROMAN AUGUR, OR OF AN ETRUSCAN AND BABYLONIAN PRIEST. BRASH'S SCULPTURED CROSSES OF IRELAND REFERS TO ONE CROSS, AT CLONMEL, HAVING FOUR SERPENTS AT THE CENTER, COILED ROUND A SPHERICAL BOSS. SEVERAL INSTANCES WERE KNOWN IN WHICH THE SERPENTS HAVE BEEN MORE OR LESS CHIPPED AWAY FROM OFF SUCH CROSSES. A SERPENT OCCUPIES A LARGE SPACE ON THE BEAUTIFUL IRISH SCULPTURED STONE, CLWYN MACNOS, OR CLON MACNOIS. NOT LONG AGO, A STONE SERPENT WAS DISCOVERED, WITH TWELVE DIVISIONS, MARKED AS FOR THE TWELVE ASTRONOMICAL SIGNS, REMINDING ONE OF THE BABYLONIAN SERPENT ENCIRCLING THE ZODIAC. SEVERAL ANCIENT IRISH FONTS HAVE UPON THEM SCULPTURED SERPENTS. GLASS SNAKES OF VARIOUS COLORS HAVE ALSO BEEN FREQUENTLY TURNED UP. WHEN THE AUTHOR WAS AT CASHEL SOME YEARS SINCE, HE SAW, AMONG A LOT OF FRAGMENTS OF THE ANCIENT CHURCH, A REMARKABLE STONE, BEARING A NEARLY DEFACED SCULPTURE OF A FEMALE--HEAD AND BUST--BUT WHOSE LEGS WERE SNAKES. THIS OBJECT OF FORMER WORSHIP WAS NOT VERY UNLIKE THE IMAGE OF THE GAULS, THAT WAS TO BE. SEEN IN PARIS, THOUGH THAT GODDESS HAD TWO SERPENTS TWISTED ROUND HER LEGS, WITH THEIR HEADS REPOSING ON HER BREASTS. THE CARIBS OF GUADALOUPE WERE NOTICED BY THE SPANIARDS WORSHIPPING A WOODEN STATUE, THE LEGS OF WHICH WERE ENWREATHED BY SERPENTS. AURIGA IS SOMETIMES REPRESENTED WITH LEGS LIKE SERPENTS. THE ABRAXIS OF THE CHRISTIAN GNOSTICS OF THE EARLY CENTURIES HAD SERPENTS FOR LEGS. RUDE CARVINGS OF SNAKES ADORN THE PYRAMIDAL STONES OVERLOOKING THE PLAINS OF DUNDALK IN LOUTH COUNTY. THIS IS ON KILLING HILL. THE MARVELOUS MEGALITHIC TEMPLE OF NEW GRANGE, ONE OF THE FINEST ANTIQUITIES OF IRELAND, HAS ITS CURLED SERPENTINE MONUMENT. THE LEGENDS STILL FLOATING ABOUT AMONG THE PEASANTRY OF THE COUNTRY PARTS OF IRELAND HAVE FREQUENT REFERENCE TO THE PIASTRA, PIASTHA, WORM, OR SERPENT THIS CREATURE IS ALWAYS IN SOME LAKE, OR DEEP POND. THE FENIAN HEROES ARE RECORDED IN ANCIENT SONGS TO HAVE KILLED MANY OF THEM. FIONN, IN PARTICULAR, WAS THE TRADITIONAL DRAGON-KILLER OF, IRELAND. OF ONE MONSTER IN A LAKE, IT SAID: "IT RESEMBLED A GREAT MOUND, ITS JAWS WERE YAWNING WIDE; THERE MIGHT LIE CONCEALED, THOUGH GREAT ITS FURY, A HUNDRED CHAMPIONS IN ITS EYE-PITS. TALLER IN HEIGHT THAN EIGHT MEN, WAS ITS TAIL, WHICH WAS ERECT ABOVE ITS BACK; THICKER WAS THE MOST-SLENDER PART OF ITS TAIL, THAN THE FOREST OAK WHICH WAS SUNK BY THE FLOOD." FIONN WAS INQUISITIVE AS TO THE COUNTRY FROM WHICH THE REPTILE HAD COME, AND WHAT WAS THE OCCASION OF THE VISIT TO ERIN. HE WAS ANSWERED "FROM GREECE, TO DEMAND BATTLE FROM THE FENIANS." IT SEEMS THAT IT HAD ALREADY SWALLOWED UP A NUMBER OF FENIAN WARRIORS, AND FINISHED BY GULPING DOWN FIONN; BUT THE HERO CLEVERLY OPENED THE SIDE OF THE PIAST, AND RELEASED HIMSELF AND THE IMPRISONED MEN, AND THEN KILLED IT. AFTER THIS THE POET ADDED "OF ALL THE PIASTS THAT FELL BY FIONN, THE NUMBER NEVER CAN BE TOLD." FIONN ELSEWHERE FIGURES IN THE CHASE OF SLIABH GUILLEANN, BEING AFTER ONE IN LOUGH CUAN. "WE FOUND A SERPENT IN THAT LAKE. HIS BEING THERE WAS NO GAIN TO US; ON LOOKING AT IT AS WE APPROACHED, ITS HEAD WAS LARGER THAN A HILL. LARGER THAN ANY TREE IN THE FOREST, WERE ITS TUSKS OF THE UGLIEST SHAPE; WIDER THAN THE PORTALS OF A CITY WERE THE EARS OF THE SERPENT AS WE APPROACHED." HE DESTROYED SERPENTS IN LOUGH CUILINN, LOUGH NEAGH, LOUGH REA, AS WELL AS THE BLUE SERPENT OF EIRNE, AND ONE AT HOWTH. HE KILLED TWO AT GLEN INNY, ONE IN THE MURMURING BANN, ANOTHER AT LOUGH CARRA, AND BEHEADED A FEARFUL CREATURE WHICH CAST FIRE AT HIM FROM LOUGH LEARY. "FIONN BANISHED FROM THE RATHS EACH SERPENT HE WENT TO MEET." ANOTHER POET LEFT THIS VERSION "A SERPENT THERE WAS IN THE LOUGH OF THE MOUNTAIN, WHICH CAUSED THE SLAUGHTER OF THE FIANNA; TWENTY HUNDRED OR MORE IT PUT TO DEATH IN ONE DAY." IT DEMANDED A RATION OF FIFTY HORSES A DAY FOR MEALS. CROKER, IN HIS LEGEND OF THE LAKES, GIVES A MODERN ALLUSION TO THE MYTH, WHICH RELATES TO LOUGH KITTANE OF KILLARNEY. A BOY IS ASKED "DID YOU EVER HEAR OF A BIG WORM IN THE LAKE? "THE WORM IS IT, FAKES THEN, SURE ENOUGH, THERE IS A BIG WORM IN THE LAKE. "HOW LARGE IS IT? "WHY, THEN, IT'S AS BIG AS A HORSE, AND HAS A GREAT MANE UPON IT, SO IT HAS. "DID YOU EVER SEE IT? "NO, MYSELF NEVER SEED THE SARPINT, BUT IT'S ALL ONE, FOR SURE PADRIG A FINEEN DID." THERE IS IN WEXFORD COUNTY A LOUGH-NA-PIASTHA. O'FLAHERTY CALLS ONE KNOWN IN LOUGH MASK, THE IRISH CROCODILE. NO ONE WOULD DREAM OF BATHING IN THE LAKE OF GLENDALOUGH (OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES), AS A FEARFUL MONSTER LIVED THERE. THERE WAS A LIG-NA-PIASTE IN DERRY. THE PRESENT KNOCKNABAAST WAS FORMERLY CNOC-NA-BPIAST IN ROSCOMMON. NEAR DONEGAL IS LEENAPASTE. A WELL OF KILKENNY IS TOBERNAPEASTA. A PIAST WAS SEEN IN KILCONLY OF KERRY. SOME NAMES HAVE BEEN CHANGED MORE RECENTLY; AS, LOUGH-NA-DIABHAIL, OR LAKE OF THE DEVIL. THE DRAGON OF WANTLEY (IN YORKSHIRE) WAS WINGED, AND HAD FORTY-FOUR IRON TEETH, "WITH A STING IN HIS TAIL AS LONG AS A FLAIL," SAYS AN OLD BALLAD. SCOTLAND, AS THE AUTHOR OF ITS SCULPTURED STONES SHOWS, FURNISHED A NUMBER OF ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE LIKE DRACOLATRIA. AMONG THE SCORE OF MEGALITHIC-SERPENT SCOTCH MONUMENTS, SOME HAVE CROSSES AS WELL. THERE IS, ALSO, THE WELL-KNOWN EARTHEN SERPENT OF GLEN FEOCHAN, LOCH NELL, NEAR OBAN, IN VIEW OF THE TRIPLE CONE OF BEN CRUACHAN, BEING 300 FEET LONG AND 20 HIGH. PROFESSOR BLACKIE NOTED IT THUS "WHY LIES THE MIGHTY SERPENT HERE, LET HIM WHO KNOW TELL; WITH ITS HEAD TO THE LAND, AND ITS HUGE TAIL NEAR THE SHORE OF THE FAIR LOCH NELL? WHY LIES IT HERE? NOT HERE ALONE, BUT FAR TO THE EAST AND WEST; THE WONDER-WORKING SNAKE IS KNOWN, A MIGHTY GOD, CONFESSED. AND HERE THE MIGHTY GOD WAS KNOWN IN EUROPE'S EARLY MORN; IN VIEW OF CRUACHAN'S TRIPLE CONE, BEFORE JOHN BULL WAS BORN. AND WORSHIP KNEW, ON CELTIC GROUND, WITH TRUMPETS, DRUMS, AND BUGLES; BEFORE A TRACE IN LORN WAS FOUND OF CAMPBELLS AND MACDOUGALLS. AND HERE THE SERPENT LIES IN PRIDE, HIS HOARY TALE TO TELL; AND REARS HIS MIGHTY HEAD BESIDE THE SHORE OF FAIR LOCH NELL." VISITORS TO ARGYLLSHIRE AND TO IRELAND CANNOT FAIL TO RECOGNIZE THIS OLD-TIME SYMBOL. THE MOUND ON THE CLYDE IN ARGYLLSHIRE, IS THE HEAD REMAINS OF A SERPENT EARTHWORK. A LITHIC TEMPLE IN SERPENTINE FORM IS SEEN WEST OF BUTE. SOME CONNECT THE CUP AND DISC SUPERSTITION WITH THIS WORSHIP. FORLONG, HOWEVER, THINKS OF A RELATIONSHIP IN THE SPECTACLE-ORNAMENT WITH THE PHALLIC, THOUGH ONE FORM OF INSCRIPTION IS DECIDEDLY DRACONIC. SERPENT STONES PUT INTO WATER, WERE, UNTIL LATELY, USED IN THE HEBRIDES TO CURE DISEASED CATTLE. THE GREAT SERPENT MOUND OF THE NORTH, AT ACH-NA-GOUL, NEAR INVERARY, WAS OPENED BY MR. SKENE. SERPENT WORSHIP WAS COMMON IN ARGYLL, AS THAT PART OF SCOTLAND WAS IRISH BY CONTIGUITY AND RACIAL DESCENT. KEATING TELLS US THAT THE GAEDHAL, DERIVED FROM GADELIUS, GOT THE NAME OF GLAS, OR GREEN, FROM THE GREEN SPOT ON HIS NECK CAUSED BY THE BITE OF THE SERPENT IN THE DAYS OF MOSES. SOUTH BRITAIN CAN STILL EXHIBIT VESTIGES OF SERPENT WORSHIP. AMONG ENGLISH FONTS BEARING REMINISCENCES ARE THOSE OF STOKES-GOLDING, ALPLINGTON, FITZWARREN, TINTAGEL, EAST HADDON, LOCKING IN SOMERSET, AND AVEBURY. THE THREE FIRST REPRESENT GEORGE AND THE DRAGON, OR, RATHER, HORUS OF EGYPT PIERCING THE MONSTER, IN THE LAST CASE, THE SERPENT'S TAIL IS ROUND THE FONT. THE VICAR OF AVEBURY REMARKS: "ON THE ANCIENT NORMAN FONT IN ABURY CHURCH THERE IS A MUTILATED FIGURE, DRESSED APPARENTLY IN THE DRUIDICAL PRIESTLY GARB, HOLDING A CROZIER IN ONE HAND, AND CLASPING AN OPEN BOOK TO HIS BREAST WITH THE OTHER. TWO WINGED DRAGONS OR SERPENTS ARE ATTACKING THIS FIGURE ON EITHER SIDE. MAY NOT THIS BE DESIGNED TO REPRESENT THE TRIUMPH OF CHRISTIANITY OVER DRUIDISM, IN WHICH THERE WAS MUCH VENERATION ENTERTAINED FOR THIS SERPENT AND SERPENT WORSHIP?" IN INTERVIEWS WITH THE LATE ARCHDRUID OF WALES, A MAN FULL OF CURIOUS LEARNING AND TRADITIONAL LORE, THE WRITER HEARD MUCH OF SERPENT ADORATION IN ANCIENT BRITAIN. WHATEVER THE RACE OR RACES MIGHT HAVE BEEN, THE MYSTIC CREATURE HAD FRIENDS IN THE BRITISH ISLES, THOUGH CHIEFLY IN IRELAND. LONG AGO BRYANT'S MYTHOLOGY TAUGHT THAT, "THE CHIEF DEITY OF THE GENTILE WORLD WAS ALMOST UNIVERSALLY WORSHIPPED UNDER THE FORM OF THE SERPENT." A RAPID GLANCE MAY BE TAKEN OVER FIELDS, ANCIENT AND MODERN, ILLUSTRATING HUMAN RESPECT FOR THE SERPENT. THIS DEVOTION IS NOT CONFINED TO THE OLD WORLD, BEING FOUND IN THE NEW. IT IS NOT LIMITED BY TIME, RANGING OVER ALL PERIODS. IT IS NOT PECULIAR TO ANY RACE OR COLOR. ABORIGINAL RACES, SO CALLED, HAVE FROM REMOTE ANTIQUITY HONORED THE SERPENT. ALL OVER AFRICA, THE VAST REGIONS OF TARTARY AND CHINA, THE HILLS AND PLAINS OF INDIA, THE WHOLE EXTENT OF AMERICA, THE ISLES OF THE PACIFIC, ALIKE IN SWELTERING TROPICS AND ICE-BOUND COASTS, IS THE SAME TALE TOLD. CIVILIZED MAN, WHETHER BESIDE THE NILE, THE EUPHRATES, OR THE INDUS, ON THE DESERTS OF ARABIA, THE HIGHLANDS OF PERSIA, THE PLAINS OF SYRIA, OR THE ISLANDS OF GREECE, AMONG THE TRIBES OF CANAAN, THE MANY NAMED PEOPLES OF ASIA MINOR, THE PHILOSOPHERS OF ATHENS AND ALEXANDRIA, THE MARINERS OF PHŒNICIA, OR THE WARRIORS OF ROME, BOWED TO THE SERPENT GOD. ALL RELIGIONS, PAST AND PRESENT, RECOGNIZE THE CREATURE. THE REV. DR. D'EREMAO, IN THE SERPENT OF EDEN, SEES DIRECT SERPENT WORSHIP IN "THE WORSHIP OF THE SERPENT AS A GOD, IN HIMSELF, AND FOR HIS OWN SAKE"; BUT INDIRECT WORSHIP IN "THE USE AND VENERATION OF THE SERPENT, NOT FOR HIMSELF, BUT MERELY AS THE SYMBOL OR EMBLEM OF SOME ONE OR MORE OF THE GODS." HE ESTEEMS THE EGYPTIANS INDIRECT WORSHIPPERS. THE GREEKS HAD IT AS A SYMBOL OF APOLLO, MINERVA, AND JUNO. THE OPHITES, OF EARLY CHRISTENDOM, SAW IN IT A SYMBOL OF CHRIST, OR THE MUNDANE SOUL. THE CREATURE SPOKE FROM UNDER THE TRIPOD OF DELPHI; IT MOVED ABOUT THE HOLY BREAD ON THE ALTAR OF THE GNOSTICS; IT WAS A LIVING AND MOVING SYMBOL IN EGYPT; IT HAD A PLACE OF HONOR IN THE TEMPLES OF TYRE, CYPRUS, BABYLON, AND INDIA; IT CRAWLED IN THE SACRED CAVE OF TRIPHONIUS, AND ITS EYES GLISTENED WITHIN THE SHADOWS OF ELEPHANTA. AS THE APOPHIS, PIERCED BY THE GOD HORUS, AND AS THE EMBLEM OF TYPHON, IT WAS THE EVIL SPIRIT OF EGYPT; BUT IN THE URÆUS OF OSIRIS, IT WAS THE GOOD ONE. THE EGYPTIAN FAITH SEVERAL THOUSAND YEARS BEFORE CHRIST ALSO INCLUDED SERPENT WORSHIP. THE SERPENT SYMBOL DISTINGUISHED SABAISM. IT WAS IN EGYPT THE ILLUSTRATION OF A NEW BIRTH, AS IT CAST ITS SKIN, AND THENCE GAVE TO MAN A HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION. IN THE BOOK OF THE DEAD, AND OTHER EGYPTIAN SCRIPTURES, IT IS FREQUENTLY MENTIONED. THE GREAT SERPENT ON HUMAN LEGS WAS A SOLEMN MYSTERY. THE AGATHA-DAEMON WAS THE GUARDIAN OF THE DEAD. FLINDERS PETRIE, IN TEN YEARS DIGGING IN EGYPT, WHEN REFERRING TO THE FACT THAT THE OLDEST PYRAMID, MEDUM, WAS ERECTED ON THE PRINCIPLE OF THE MASTABA OR TOMB; DECLARED THAT IN THE ARCHITECTURE OF THAT VERY ANCIENT STRUCTURE "THERE WAS THE CORNICE OF URÆUS SERPENTS, WHICH IS FAMILIAR IN LATER TIMES." THIS POINTS TO AN ERA OF, PERHAPS, SEVEN THOUSAND YEARS AGO. THE NEIGHBORING ASSYRIANS PAID NO LESS DEVOTION TO. IT IS KNOWN THAT IN THE LAND OF CANAAN THERE WAS THE SAME OPHIOLATREIA, AS THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES TESTIFY. CYPUS AND RHODES, NOT LESS THAN ALL PHŒNICIA, ABOUNDED IN CHRISTIANITY WAS EARLY AFFECTED BY IT IN GNOSTICISM. EPIPHANIUS, RELATES THAT THE GNOSTICS KEPT "A TAME SERPENT IN A CISTA, OR SACRED ARK, AND WHEN CELEBRATING THEIR MYSTERIES (THE EUCHARIST), PILED LOAVES ON A TABLE BEFORE IT AND THEN INVOKED THE SERPENT TO COME FORTH." THE OPHITES (SERPENT WORSHIPPERS) WERE DERIVED FROM THE GNOSTICS.
THE CHINESE FOR THE LUNAR PERIOD REPRESENTS A SERPENT. THE WORD FOR AN HOUR, SSE, IS THE SYMBOL OF THE SERPENT. THE DRAGON STILL PRESIDES IN CHINA. PERSIA, WHICH SUPPLANTED, ASSYRIA, COPIED THENCE MUCH OF ITS SERPENT IDEAS; SO, THE SEMITIC CONQUERORS OF BABYLONIA, AT AN EARLIER PERIOD RECEIVE THEIR THEOLOGY AND LETTERS FROM THE AKKADIANS THE ZENDAVESTA THREE-HEADED SERPENT HAD TO YIELD TO THE SUN GOD. AHI, THE GREAT SERPENT, WAS IN OPPOSITION TO ZOROASTRIAN DEITIES. BEL AND THE DRAGON HAVE A PLACE IN ORIENTAL LITERATURE. BEL AND THE SERPENT MAY BE DISCERNED IN EXCAVATED POMPEII. CLEMENS ALEXANDRINUS REMARKED, "IF WE PAY ATTENTION TO THE STRICT SENSE OF THE HEBREW, THE NAME EVIA (EVE) ASPIRATED SIGNIFIES A FEMALE SERPENT." INDIA, HOWEVER, IS DOWN TO OUR TIME THE HIGH SEAT OF OPHIOLATREIA. THE MARUTS, RUDRAS, AND PITRIS ARE ESTEEMED "FIERY DRAGONS OF WISDOM," AS MAGICIANS AND DRUIDS WERE OF OLD. ABULFAZL STATES THAT THERE ARE SEVEN HUNDRED LOCALITIES WHERE CARVED FIGURES OF SNAKES ARE OBJECTS OF ADORATION. THERE ARE TRIBES IN THE PUNJAUB THAT WILL NOT KILL A SNAKE. VISHNU IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE REPTILE IN VARIOUS WAYS. SESHA, THE SERPENT KING, WITH ONE HUNDRED HEADS, HOLDS UP THE EARTH. THE NAGAS ARE GIVEN UP TO THIS PECULIAR WORSHIP. THE BUDDHIST POEM NAGANANDA RELATES THE CONTEST BETWEEN GARUDA, KING OF THE BIRDS, AND THE PRINCE OF THE NAGA OR SNAKE DEITIES. INDIA BEYOND THE GANGES HAS, AS IN CAMBODIA, MAGNIFICENT TEMPLES IN ITS HONOR. THE SOUL OF A TREE IN SIAM MAY APPEAR AS A SERPENT. "IN EVERY ANCIENT LANGUAGE," WRITES MADAME BLAVATSKI, "THE WORD DRAGON SIGNIFIED WHAT IT NOW DOES IN CHINESE, THE BEING WHO EXCELS IN INTELLIGENCE." THE BRAZEN SERPENT IS IN THE EAST THE DIVINE HEALER. ÆSCULAPIUS CANNOT DO WITHOUT HIS SERPENT. IN THE HELL OF THE PERSIANS, SAYS HYDE, "THE SNAKE ASCENDS IN VAST ROLLS FROM THIS DARK GULF, AND THE INSIDE IS FULL OF SCORPIONS AND SERPENTS." IN THE POEM VOLUSPA OF THE EDDA WE READ--"I KNOW THERE IS IN NASTZANDE (HELL) AN ABODE REMOTE FROM THE SUN, THE GATES OF WHICH LOOK TOWARDS THE NORTH. IT IS BUILT OF THE CARCASES OF SERPENTS." THE ANCIENT GREEKS BORROWED THEIR SERPENT NOTIONS FROM OLDER LANDS THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF PHŒNICIAN TRADERS. HESIOD'S MONSTER, THE ECHIDNA, WAS HALF "A SPECKLED SERPENT, TERRIBLE AND VAST." THE ATMEDAN OF CONSTANTINOPLE, SHOWING THREE BRAZEN SERPENTS INTERTWINED, WAS SAID TO HAVE BEEN TAKEN BY THE GREEKS FROM THE PERSIANS AT PLATÆA. APOLLO, THE GREEK HORUS, FIGHTS THE PYTHON OF DARKNESS, AS A SUN-GOD SHOULD DO, BUT OWNS A SERPENT SYMBOL. EURIPIDES NOTES THAT IN PROCESSIONS "THE FIRE-BORN SERPENT LEADS THE WAY." ETRURIA, OF WHICH ROME WAS A COLONY, PROBABLY BORROWED ITS SERPENT WORSHIP FROM EGYPT. IT WAS THERE, AS ELSEWHERE, A FORM OF SUN-WORSHIP, AS THE REPTILE HYBERNATES TO RENEW ITS STRENGTH, AND CASTS OFF ITS SLOUGH TO RENEW ITS YOUTH, AS THE SUN IS RENEWED AT SPRING. AND YET RUSKIN SAYS, "THE TRUE WORSHIP MUST HAVE TAKEN A DARK FORM, WHEN ASSOCIATED WITH THE DRACONIAN ONE." AFRICA IS WELL KNOWN TO BE STILL UNDER THE CRUEL BONDAGE, OF SERPENT WORSHIP, AND THAT OF THE EVIL APOPHIS KIND. THE NEGRO'S FOREFATHERS APPEAR TO HIM AS SERPENTS. OVER THE PACIFIC OCEAN, THE SERPENT, CARVED IN STONE, WAS ADORED TALES, IN FIJI ISLES, SPOKE OF A MONSTER DRAGON DWELLING IN A CAVE SAMOA HAD A SERPENT FORM FOR THE GOD DENGIE. EVEN IN AUSTRALIA, THOUGH IN RUDER STYLE, THE SERPENT WAS ASSOCIATED, AS IN OCEANA, WITH SOME IDEA OF A CREATOR. AMERICA ASTONISHED SPANIARDS OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY WITH ITS PARODY OF THEIR OWN FAITH. THE CIVILIZED AZTECS AND PERUVIANS ADORED SERPENTS VITZLIPUTULI OF MEXICO HELD, LIKE OSIRIS, A SERPENT STAFF CIHUACOHUATZITI, WIFE OF THE GREAT FATHER [STEPHEN], WAS AN IMMENSE SERPENT, THE NAME OF THE GODDESS CIHUACOHUATL MEANS THE FEMALE SERPENT. BUT THE WILDER NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS BOWED TO THE SERPENT, AS MAY BE KNOWN FROM SQUIER'S SERPENT SYMBOL. A SERPENTINE EARTHWORK IN ADAM'S COUNTY, OHIO, UPON A HILL, IS 1000 FT IN LENGTH MOUNDS IN IOWA, ARRANGED IN SERPENTINE FORM, EXTEND OVER TWO MILES A COILED SERPENT MOUND BY ST PETER'S RIVER, IOWA, IS 2310 FT. LONG. IN THE DESERT OF COLORADO HAVE BEEN REPORTED LATELY THE REMAINS OF A TEMPLE. IT IS SAID THAT THE CAPITALS FOR THE TWO REMAINING PILLARS ARE STONE SERPENTS' HEADS, THE FEET OF THE COLUMNS LOOK LIKE RATTLESNAKES, THE PILLARS SEEM TO BE RATTLESNAKES STANDING ON THEIR TAILS. EUROPE WAS, DOUBTLESS, INDEBTED TO TRAVELING "DRAGONS OF WISDOM" FOR THIS MYSTIC LORE; HOW, OR UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES, WE KNOW NOT. WHETHER THE OLDER, AND LONG PASSED AWAY, RACES WERE THUS LEARNED IS A QUESTION; BUT THAT PEOPLES, FAR REMOVED FROM OUR ERA, OR BUT SURVIVALS OF REMOTER TRIBES, WERE ACQUAINTED WITH IT MAY BE BELIEVED, IF ONLY FROM SERPENTINE MOUNDS, OR PILES OF STONES IN SERPENT FORM. ROME CARRIED FORTH THE SERPENT IN WAR, SINCE ONE OF ITS STANDARDS WAS THE SERPENT ON A POLE. LONG AFTER, IN THE CHURCH PROCESSIONS ON PALM SUNDAY, THE SERPENT FIGURED, MOUNTED ON A POLE. SCANDINAVIA HAD ITS MIDGARD, ENCIRCLING THE GLOBE WITH ITS BODY. THE NORSE SERPENT JORMUNGANDR HAD A GIANTESS FOR MOTHER, AND THE EVIL LOKI FOR FATHER. MUSCOVITES AND LITHUANIANS HAD SERPENT GODS, WHILE LIVONIA BOWED TO THE DRAGON. OLAUS MAGNUS RECORDS SERPENTS BEING KEPT IN SACRED BUILDINGS OF THE NORTH, AND FED ON MILK. THOR WAS ABLE TO KILL A SERPENTINE EMBODIMENT OF EVIL, BY STRIKING IT WITH HIS TAU, OR HAMMER. IN PAGAN RUSSIA THE SERPENT WAS THE PROTECTOR OF BRIDES. ST. HILARION, OF RAGUSA, GOT RID OF THE DANGEROUS SNAKE BOAS BY LIGHTING A GREAT FIRE, AND COMMANDING THE REPTILE TO GO ON THE TOP TO BE BURNT. ONE OF THE SYMBOLS OF BOTH HERCULES AND THE CELTIC HU WAS A SERPENT. THE GERMAN WHITE SERPENT GAVE WISDOM TO THE EATER OF IT. IN GAUL IT WAS REVERENCED. NATHAIR WAS A SERPENT GOD. PRIESTS, DRUIDICAL OR OTHERWISE, HAD A CADUCEUS OF TWO SERPENTS EMBRACING ONE ANOTHER. A GAULISH GODDESS HAD, IN LIKE MANNER, TWO SNAKES ABOUT ITS LEGS AND BODY. DRUIDS KEPT LIVE SERPENTS FOR PIOUS PURPOSES. A FRENCH WRITER NOTICES ONE TWISTED ROUND A LINGAM, AS CAN BE SEEN NOW, ALSO, IN POMPEII. GAULISH COINS REPRESENT A SERPENT UNDER OR OVER A HORSE, THE SUN EMBLEM. AS THE KORAN INFORMS US, EBLIS WAS BROUGHT TO EDEN IN THE MOUTH OF THE SERPENT. THE PYTHIA, OR SERPENT OF DELPHI, WAS THE PRIESTESS. SNAKE OFFERINGS WERE MADE TO BACCHUS. THE PHALLIC CHARACTER EXHIBITED IN THE SERPENT AT MAYENCE, WITH THE APPLE OF LOVE IN ITS MOUTH, UPON WHICH CREATURE THE VIRGIN IS REPRESENTED AS TREADING. FRANCE WAS NOT WITHOUT ITS SNAKE DESTROYERS. IN BRITTANY ST. SULIAC, WATCHING THE EMERGENCE OF A GREAT SERPENT FROM ITS CAVE, PUT HIS STOLE ROUND ITS NECK AND CAST IT INTO THE SEA. UP TO 1793, A PROCESSION OF THE CLERGY OF ST. SULIAC ANNUALLY TOOK PLACE, WHEN A SILVER CROSS WAS LOWERED INTO THE SERPENT CAVERN OF LA GUIVRE. M. ABOUT TELLS OF A SERPENTINE DANCE HE WITNESSED IN GREECE. A NUMBER OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN FORMED THE TAIL OF A SERPENT, WHICH INCESSANTLY REVOLVED [A] ROUND ITSELF WITHOUT THE EXTREMITIES EVER JOINING IN ANCIENT ORNAMENTS AN EGG IS SEEN WITH A SERPENT COILED ROUND IT, AS IF TO FERTILIZE IT. ALL READERS OF WELSH DRUIDISM ARE AWARE OF THE PAIL PLAYED THEREIN BY THIS CREEPING CREATURE IT WAS THE CELTIC DRAGON DRAIG. IT WAS THE GLIDING GOD. CERIDWEN IS ASSOCIATED WITH A CAR AND SERPENT. ABURY, GIVES US THE SERPENT OF THE SUN. THE GLAIN NEIDR, OR SERPENT'S EGG, WAS A GREAT MYSTERY OF THE DRUIDS. SERPENT WORSHIP HAS BEEN TAKEN UP TO THE HEAVENS WHERE CONSTELLATIONS HAVE BEEN NAMED AFTER THE CREEPING SILENT CREATURE. THERE IS THE HYDRA KILLED BY HERCULES BUT NOT TILL IT HAD POISONED HIM BY ITS VENOM. THERE THE VOLUMINOUS FOLDS OF DRACO. THERE IS THAT ONE HELD BY OPHIUCHUS, WHICH SOUGHT TO DEVOUR THE CHILD OF VIRGO THERE IS THE SEVEN-HEADED DRACO, EACH HEAD FORMING A STAR IN THE LITTLE BEAR. THUS, WE MAY EXCLAIM WITH HERSCHEL "THE HEAVENS ARE SCRIBBLED OVER WITH INNUMERABLE SNAKES.' CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY TELLS OF A PYTHON, WHICH SOUGHT TO DEVOUR THE OFFSPRING OF LATONA, WHOSE CHILD, APOLLO, BECAME THE ETERNAL FOE OF THE WOULD-BE DESTROYER. JUPITER HIMSELF BECAME A DRAGON TO DECEIVE PROSERPINE. MINERVA CARRIED A SERPENT ON HER BREAST. MEDUSA BORE SNAKES FOR CURLS ON HER HEAD. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF IT ALL? BETHAM MENTIONS THE FACT THAT THE CELTIC WORD FOR A SERPENT IS EXPRESSIVE OF ITS WISDOM. THE SAME MEANING IS IN OTHER LANGUAGES, AND THE LEGENDS ARE OF VARIOUS NATIONS. A KNOWING MAN, ONE VERSED IN THE MYSTERIES, WAS CALLED A SERPENT. WAS IT THE SILENCE WHICH DISTINGUISHED IT IN THE ANIMAL CREATION THAT BROUGHT THIS REPUTATION, AND MADE IT A FITTING EMBLEM OF THE ESOTERIC SYSTEM? IT WAS THE SYMBOL OF PRODUCTIVE ENERGY, AND WAS EVER ASSOCIATED WITH THE EGG, SYMBOL OF THE PROGRESSIVE ELEMENTS OF NATURE. THE MALE WAS THE GREAT FATHER [STEPHEN]; THE FEMALE, THE GREAT MOTHER [VICTORIA]. O'BRIEN, AND OTHERS, SEE A CLOSE CONNECTION BETWEEN SOLAR, PHALLIC, AND SERPENT WORSHIP, THE AUTHOR OF THE ROUND TOWERS OF IRELAND, SAYING, "IF ALL THESE BE IDENTICAL, WHERE IS THE OCCASION OF A SURPRISE AT OUR MEETING THE SUN, PHALLUS, AND SERPENT, THE CONSTITUENT SYMBOLS OF EACH, OCCURRING IN COMBINATION, EMBOSSED UPON THE SAME TABLE, AND GROUPED UNDER THE SAME ARCHITRAVE?" THE CONNECTION OF THE SERPENT WITH THE STARRY HOST HAS BEEN OBSERVED. ITS SCALES RESEMBLE REVOLVING STARS. LIKE THEM, IT MOVES SWIFTLY, BUT NOISELESSLY. THE ZODIACAL GIRDLE APPEARED LIKE A SERPENT DEVOURING ITS OWN TAIL, AND IT WAS ALWAYS DEEMED OF A FIERY NATURE. SOME HAVE SUPPOSED THE STORIES OF MONSTROUS REPTILES--THE OBJECT OF DREAD AND CONFLICT--TO HAVE ORIGINATED FROM TRADITIONAL RECORDS OF GIGANTIC AND FEARFUL-LOOKING SAURIANS OR SERPENTS THAT ONCE LIVED ON EARTH, AND SOME LINGERING SPECIMENS, OF WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN SEEN BY EARLY TRIBES OF MANKIND. THE ATLANTO-SAURUS IMMANIS WAS A HUNDRED FEET LONG, WITH A FEMUR TWO YARDS IN DIAMETER. THE SERPENT WAS CERTAINLY THE TOKEN OR SYMBOL OF AN ANCIENT RACE CELEBRATED FOR WISDOM, GIVING RISE TO THE NAMING OF THE LEARNED AFTER DRAGONS OR SERPENTS. THE DRUID OF THE WELSH TRIADS EXCLAIMS, "I AM A SERPENT." ACCORDING TO J. H. BAECKER--"THE THREE, FIVE, SEVEN, OR NINE-HEADED SNAKE IS THE TOTEM OF A RACE OF RULERS, WHO PRESIDED OVER THE ARYAN HINDUS.--THE SNAKE RACE WAS THAT OF THE FIRST PRIMÆVAL SEAFARERS.--THE FARING-WISE SERPENT RACE BECAME AT THE EARLIEST STAGE OF TRADITION RULERS AND CIVILIZERS." AND OVID SANG "AS AN OLD SERPENT CASTS HIS SCALY VEST, WREATHS IN THE SUN, IN YOUTHFUL GLORY DRESSED, SO WHEN ALCIDES' MORTAL MOULD RESIGNED, HIS BETTER PART ENLARGED, AND GREW REFINED." IT MUST BE REMEMBERED THAT EVEN TRADITIONS BEAR TESTIMONY TO A VARIETY OF RACES IN THE ISLAND. THE CELTS WERE AMONG THE LATER VISITORS, COMING, CERTAINLY, AFTER THE IBERIAN, WHOSE TYPE REMAINS IN SOUTH-WEST IRELAND. ONE OF THESE EARLY TRIBES BROUGHT THE KNOWLEDGE FROM AFAR; OR, WHAT MAY RATHER BE CONJECTURED, SOME SHIPMEN FROM THE EAST FOUND A TEMPORARY SOJOURN THERE. DR. PHENÉ JUSTLY REMARKS--"THE ABSENCE OF SUCH REPTILES IN IRELAND IS REMARKABLE, BUT THEIR ABSENCE COULD CERTAINLY NOT HAVE ORIGINATED A SERPENT WORSHIP THROUGH TERROR; WHILE EVERYTHING ARTISTIC OR RELIGIOUS IN OLD IRISH DESIGNS FROM THE WONDERFUL ILLUMINATIONS IN THE BOOK OF KELLS TO THE OLD CELTIC GOLD ORNAMENTS, REPRESENT THE SERPENT, AND' INDICATE, THEREFORE, SOME VERY STRONG RELIGIOUS IDEA BEING ALWAYS UPPERMOST IN CONNECTION WITH IT." A CYPRUS AMULET GIVES A GODDESS, NUDE AND WINGED, HAVING SERPENTS FOR LEGS. A TYPHON HAS BEEN SEEN, WITH ITS EXTREMITIES TWO TWISTED SNAKES. A BUDDHA HAS BEEN INDICATED WITH TWO TWISTED SNAKES FOR APPENDAGES. THE GREEK POET ALSO DESCRIBES THE "DIVINE STUBBORN-HEARTED ECHIDNA (MOTHER OF CERBERUS) HALF NYMPH, WITH DARK EYES AND FAIR CHEEKS, AND HALF A SERPENT." THE MOTHER OF AN ANCIENT SCYTHIAN HERO WAS A SERPENT MAIDEN. A STORY WAS TOLD, IN 1520, OF A SWISS MAN BEING IN AN ENCHANTED CAVE, AND MEETING WITH A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN, WHOSE LOWER PART WAS A SERPENT, AND WHO TEMPTED HIM TO KISS HER. AS RECENTLY REPORTED FROM FRANCE, A LADY HAS THERE A FAMILIAR IN THE FORM OF A SERPENT, ABLE TO ANSWER HER QUESTIONS, AND CLEVERLY WRITING DOWN REPLIES WITH THE POINT OF ITS TAIL. THERE IS NO SAYING HOW THIS MARVELOUS CREATURE MAY ENTER INTO FUTURE THEOLOGICAL CONTROVERSIES. A BOOK PUBLISHED IN THE REIGN OF CHARLES I. HAD THIS STORY--"IRELAND, SINCE ITS FIRST INHABITATION, WAS PESTERED WITH A TRIPLE PLAGUE, TO WIT, WITH GREAT ABUNDANCE OF VENEMOUS BEASTES, COPIOUS STORE OF DIUELLS VISIBLELY APPEARING, AND INFINIT MULTITUDES OF MAGITIANS." THE SAINT'S SHARE IN THE TROUBLE IS THUS DESCRIBED--PATRICK, TAKING THE STAFFE OR WAND OF JESUS WITH HIS SACRED HAND, AND ELEUATING IT AFTER A THREATNING MANNER, AS ALSO BY THE FAVORABLE ASSISTANCE OF ANGELS, HE GATHERED TOGETHER IN ONE PLACE ALL THE VENEMOUS BEASTES THAT WERE IN IRELAND, AFTER HE DRAUE THEM UP BEFORE HIM TO A MOST HIGH MOUNTAINE HUNG OUER THE SEA, CALLED THEN CRUACHANAILGE, AND NOW CRUACH PADRAIG, THAT IS ST. PATRICKS MOUNTAINE, AND FROM THENCE HE CAST THEM DOWNE IN THAT STEEPE PRECIPICE TO BE SWALLOWED UP BY THE SEA." THE DRUIDS, OR TUATHS, OR OTHER TROUBLERS, FARED NEARLY AS BADLY AS THE SNAKES; AS THE AUTHOR AFFIRMED--"OF THE MAGITIANS, HE CONUERTED AND RECLAIMED VERY MANY, AND SUCH AS PERSISTED INCORRIGIBLE, HE ROUTED THEM OUT FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH." FROM THE BOOK OF LEINSTER, WE GATHER THE INTELLIGENCE THAT THREE SERPENTS WERE FOUND IN THE HEART OF MECHI, SON OF THE GREAT QUEEN. AFTER THEY HAD BEEN KILLED BY DIANCECHT, THEIR BODIES WERE BURNT, AND THE ASHES WERE THROWN INTO THE RIVER BARROW, "WHICH SO BOILED THAT IT DISSOLVED EVERY ANIMAL IN IT." AS TRADITION AVOWS, ST. KEVIN, WHEN HE KILLED ONE, THE REMAINING SERPENTS, THREW THE CREATURE INTO THE LAKE AT GLENDALOUGH, WHICH GOT THE NAME OF LOCHNAPIAST, OR SERPENT LOCH. AMONG THE SCULPTURES ON IMPOST MOLDING AT GLENDALOUGH IS ONE, OF A DOG DEVOURING A SERPENT. SNAKE-STONES HAVE BEEN FOUND, CONSISTING OF SMALL RING OF GLASS. THE AMMONITE FOSSIL IS KNOWN AS THE SNAKE STONE. WINDELE, OF KILKENNY, SHOWS THE PERSISTENCE OF ANCIENT IDEAS IN THE WILDER PARTS OF IRELAND. "EVEN AS LATE AS THE ELEVENTH CENTURY," SAYS HE, "WE HAVE EVIDENCE OF THE PREVALENCE OF THE OLD RELIGION IN THE REMOTER DISTRICTS, AND IN MANY OF THE ISLANDS ON OUR WESTERN COASTS.--MANY OF THE SECONDARY DOCTRINES OF DRUIDISM HOLD THEIR GROUND AT THIS VERY DAY AS ARTICLES OF FAITH.--CONNECTED WITH THESE PRACTICE (BELTEINE), IS THE VIVID MEMORY STILL RETAINED OF ONE UNIVERSAL OPHIOLATREIA, OR SERPENT WORSHIP; AND THE ATTRIBUTING OF SUPERNATURAL POWERS AND VIRTUES TO PARTICULAR ANIMAL SUCH AS THE BULL, THE WHITE AND RED COW, THE BOAR, THE HORSE, THE DOG, THE MEMORY OF WHICH HAS BEEN PERPETUATED IN OUR TOPOGRAPHICAL DENOMINATIONS." THE IRISH EARLY CHRISTIANS LONG CONTINUED THE CUSTOM ENTWINING THEIR OLD SERPENT GOD AROUND THE CROSS. ONE HAS SAID, "THE ANCIENT IRISH CROSSES ARE ALIVE WITH SERPENTS THEIR GREEN GOD-SNAKE WAS GAD-EL-GLAS. THE WORD TIRDA-GLAS MEANT THE TOWER OF THE GREEN GOD. THE OLD MILESIAN STANDARD, OF A SNAKE TWISTED ROUND A ROD, MAY SEEM TO INDICATE A PHALLIC CONNECTION WITH THE SABH. THE BOOK OF LISMORE ASSERTS THE SAME DISTINGUISHED POWER OF SERPENT EXPULSION ON BEHALF OF ST. COLUMBA, AS OTHERS HAVE DONE FOR ST. PATRICK, OR ANY OTHER SAINT; SAYING, "THEN HE TURNED HIS FACE WESTWARD, AND SAID, 'MAY THE LORD BLESS THE ISLAND, WITH ITS INDWELLERS.' AND HE BANISHED TOADS AND SNAKES OUT OF IT." THUS, HAVE WE SEEN THAT IRELAND, ABOVE MOST COUNTRIES OF THE EARTH, RETAINED A VIVID CONCEPTION OF ANCIENT SERPENT WORSHIP, THOUGH SOME OF THE MYTHS WERE NATURALLY AND GRATEFULLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE REPUTED FOUNDERS OF A PURER FAITH. "SEARCH WHERE WE WILL," SAYS KENNERSLEY LEWIS, "THE NUPTIAL TREE, ROUND WHICH COILS THE SERPENT, IS CONNECTED WITH TIME AND WITH LIFE AS A NECESSARY CONDITION; AND WITH KNOWLEDGE--THE KNOWLEDGE OF A SCIENTIFIC PRIESTHOOD, INHERITING RECORDS AND TRADITIONS HOARY, PERHAPS, WITH THE SNOWS OF A GLACIAL EPOCH."
SUN-WORSHIP.
WHATEVER THE EARLIER SAVAGE RACES MAY HAVE THOUGHT OF RELIGION, IF THEY THOUGHT AT ALL ABOUT IT, THOSE WHO CAME AFTER, WITH MORE OR LESS TOUCH OF CIVILIZATION, WERE LED, IN IRELAND, AS ELSEWHERE, TO CONTEMPLATE DEITY IN THE SUN. SUN-WORSHIP MAY HAVE SUPERSEDED OTHER AND GROSSER FORMS OF NATURE WORSHIP. STUART-GLENNIE HAS WELL EXPRESSED OUR THOUGHTS THUS "WE SHOULD BE QUITE UNABLE TRULY TO UNDERSTAND HOW THE CENTRAL MYTHS AND POESIES ORIGINATED, IF WE CANNOT, IN SOME DEGREE AT LEAST, REALIZE THE WONDER WITH WHICH MEN SAW THE DAILY AND YEARLY RENEWED SUBLIME SPECTACLE OF THE BIRTH, THE LIFE COURSE, AND THE DEATH OF THE LIFE-AND-LIGHT-GIVING CREATOR ACTUALLY VISIBLE IN THE HEAVENS. A WONDER OF ETERNAL RE-BIRTH." DR. TYLOR HAS REASON WHEN SAYING, "IN EARLY PHILOSOPHY THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, THE SUN AND MOON WERE ALIVE, AND, AS IT WERE, HUMAN IN THEIR NATURE." PROFESSOR RHYS REFERS TO THE TENDENCY OF THE SAVAGE "TO ENDOW THE SUN, MOON, THE SKY, OR ANY FEATURE OF THE PHYSICAL WORLD ADMITTING OF BEING READILY ACKNOWLEDGED WITH A SOUL AND BODY, WITH PARTS AND PASSIONS, LIKE THEIR OWN." IN ALL AGES, IN ALL CLIMES, AND IN ALL NATIONS, THE SUN, UNDER VARIOUS NAMES AND SYMBOLS, WAS REGARDED AS THE CREATOR AND AS SUSTAINER OF ALL THINGS. EGYPT, THE PRIMEVAL SEAT OF LEARNING, WAS THE HIGH SEAT OF SUN ADORATION. THE SPHINX, WITH THE FACE TO THE EAST, REPRESENTS HARMACHUS, YOUNG HORUS, OR THE RISING SUN. THE ORB IS OSIRIS, THE RULING GOD OF DAY. IN ITS DESCENT IT IS THE DYING DEITY, GOING BELOW TO THE LAND OF SHADES; BUT ONLY TO BE RESURRECTED AS THE VICTORIOUS HORNS, PIERCING THE HEAD OF THE DRAGON OF DARKNESS. TWICE A YEAR DID THE BRIGHT; RAYS ENTER THE GREAT HAIL OF THE NILE TEMPLE, TO FALL STRAIGHT UPON THE SHRINE. THE ANCIENT PERSIAN BOWED TO MITHRA AS THE SUN, FOR IT WAS SAID "MAY HE COME TO US FOR PROTECTION, FOR JOY, FOR MERCY, FOR HEALING, FOR VICTORY, FOR HALLOWING. MITHRA WILL I HONOR WITH OFFERINGS, WILL I DRAW NEAR TO US AS A FRIEND WITH PRAYER." THE ASSYRIANS, THE AKKADIANS, THE PHŒNICIANS, GREEKS, THE ROMANS, ALL ALIKE WORSHIPPED THE SUN, MERODACH, BAAL, APOLLO, OR ADONIS. RABBI ISSAAKI READS TAMMUZ OF EZEK. CH. VIII, AS THE BURNING ONE: MOLOCH. INDIA HAS DOWN TO THIS DAY REVERENCED THE SUN. ITS VEDIC NAMES GREW INTO SOME SORT OF ACTIVE PERSONALITY "WE CAN FOLLOW," WRITES MAX MÜLLER, "IN THE VEDIC HYMN STEP BY STEP, THE DEVELOPMENT WHICH CHANGES THE SUN FRO A MERE LUMINARY INTO A CREATOR, PRESERVER, RULER." "AS THE SUN SEES EVERYTHING, AND KNOWS EVERYTHING, HE IS ASKED TO FORGIVE AND FORGET WHAT HE ALONE HAS SEEN AND KNOWS." HE MAY BE INDRA, VARUNA, SAVRITRI, OR DYAUS, THE SHINING ONE. WHAT TO US IS POETRY WAS IN INDIA PROSE. EVEN IN HOMER, HYPERION, THE SUN-GOD, WAS THE FATHER OF ALL GODS. ACCORDING TO PLATO, ZEU-PATER, OR JUPITER, WAS THE FATHER OF LIFE. MINERVA, OR PALLAS, THE EARLY DAWN, SPRANG FROM THE HEAD OF JOVE EVERY MORNING, FULLY ARMED, TO FIGHT THE CLOUDS OF DARKNESS. BALDUR, THE WHITE GOD, OR SUN, WAS KILLED, SAID OUR NORSEMAN AND SAXON FOREFATHERS, BY AN ARROW FROM THE BLIND HÖDER, OR NIGHT. AFRICA HAS IN ALL TIME BEEN A CENTER OF SUN-WORSHIP. THE SPANIARDS FOUND THE CULT BOTH IN MEXICO AND PERU. THERE ARE SURVIVALS OF THE WORSHIP IN THE CUSTOMS AND LANGUAGES OF EUROPE. UP TO THIS CENTURY, A SINGULAR CEREMONY TOOK PLACE IN THE CHURCH OF THE CARMINE, NAPLES, ATTENDED BY CIVIC OFFICIALS IN PROCESSION. THE DAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY, WHEN THE NEW SUN OF THE YEAR BEGAN THEN FIRST TO MOVE IN POSITION, THERE WAS A SOLEMN CUTTING OF THE HAIR OF AN IMAGE, SYMBOL OF THE SUN'S RAYS, AS IN THE OLD HEATHEN TIMES. A SCOTCH DANCE, THE REEL, STILL KEEPS UP THE MEMORY OF THE OLD CELTIC CIRCULAR DANCE. THERE IS, ALSO, THE DEISOL, OR PRACTICE OF TURNING SUN-WAYS, TO BLESS THE SUN. THIS WAS FROM RIGHT TO LEFT, AS WITH DANCING DERVISHES NOW, OR THE OLD BACCHIC DANCE FROM EAST TO WEST. PLAUTUS WROTE, "WHEN YOU WORSHIP THE GODS, DO IT, TURNING TO THE RIGHT HAND." POSEIDONIUS THE STOIC, REFERRING TO THE CELTS, SAID, "AT THEIR FEASTS, THE SERVANT CARRIES ROUND THE WINE FROM RIGHT TO LEFT. THUS, THEY WORSHIP THEIR GODS, TURNING TO THE RIGHT." THE HIGHLAND MOTHER, WITH A CHOKING CHILD, CRIES OUT, "DEAS-IUL! THE WAY OF THE SOUTH." A DÎSUL SUNDAY IS STILL KEPT UP IN BRITTANY. A STONE WAS DUG UP IN THE ROAD FROM GLASGOW TO EDINBURGH, ON WHICH WAS AN INSCRIPTION TO GRANNIUS, THE LATIN FORM OF GRIAN, THE SUN. ENCLOSURES IN THE HIGHLANDS WERE CALLED GRIANAN, THE HOUSE OF THE SUN. ON HARRIS ISLAND IS A STONE CIRCLE, WITH A STONE IN THE CENTER, KNOWN AS CLACK-NA-GREINE, THE STONE OF THE SUN. AT ELGIN, THE BRIDE HAD TO LEAD HER HUSBAND TO THE CHURCH FOLLOWING THE SUN'S COURSE. BUT DID THE IRISH INDULGE IN THIS FORM OF IDOLATRY? SOME WRITERS, ZEALOUS FOR THE HONOR OF THEIR COUNTRYMEN, HAVE DENIED THE IMPEACHMENT. EVEN THE LEARNED O'CURRY WAS OF THAT SCHOOL, DECLARING "THERE IS NO GROUND WHATEVER FOR IMPUTING TO THEM HUMAN SACRIFICE, NONE WHATEVER FOR BELIEVING THAT THE EARLY PEOPLE OF ERINN ADORED THE SUN, MOON, OR STARS, NOR THAT THEY WORSHIPPED FIRE." BUT WHAT WAS ST. PATRICK'S TEACHING? THE SAINT IS RECORDED TO HAVE SAID OF THE SUN, "ALL, WHO ADORE HIM SHALL UNHAPPILY FALL INTO ETERNAL PUNISHMENT" IN HIS CONFESSIO, HE EXCLAIMED, "WOE TO ITS UNHAPPY WORSHIPPERS, FOR PUNISHMENT AWAITS THEM BUT WE BELIEVE IN AND ADORE THE TRUE SUN, CHRIST!" MORIEN, THE MODERN AND ENTHUSIASTIC WELSH BARD, IS EQUALLY DESIROUS TO REMOVE FROM HIS SIRES THE REPROACH OF BEING SUN-WORSHIPPERS "ONE OF THE WELSH NAMES OF THE SUN," HE REMARKS, "PROVES THAT THEY BELIEVED IN A PERSONAL GOD, AND THAT THEY BELIEVED HE DWELT IN THE SUN THAT NAME OF THE SUN IS HUAN, THE ABODE OF HU" (THE DEITY) ELSEWHERE HE WRITES, "THERE WAS NO SUCH A BEING AS A SUN-GOD IN THE RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS OF THE DRUIDS. THEY NAMED THE SUN THE HOUSE OF GOD (HUAN-ANNEDD HU)." AGAIN, "THE GWYDDORR (HIGH PRIEST), WAS EMBLEMATICAL OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD IN THE SUN. THE GWYDDON WAS CLAD IN ROBE OF VIRGIN WHITE, SYMBOLIZING LIGHT AND HOLINESS. HIS TWELVE DISCIPLES, REPRESENTING THE TWELVE CONSTELLATIONS, FORMED THE EARTHLY ZODIAC. THEY TOO WERE ROBED IN WHITE." MORIEN IS THE ABLEST LIVING ADVOCATE OF WELSH DRUIDISM, BUT HIS VIEWS ON THAT SUBJECT ARE SOMEWHAT GOVERNED BY HIS EXTENSIVE READING, HIS LOVE OF SYMBOLISM, AND HIS POETIC TEMPERAMENT. ST. PATRICK GIVES, ACCORDING TO AN ERSE POEM, NO SUCH CREDIT TO THE IRISH; CRYING OUT, "O BLASPHEMOUS CUMHAL, THAT HONOR YOU PAY TO THE SUN, THROUGH IGNORANCE OF THE OMNIPOTENT KING, IS NO MORE PERFECT THAN IF YOU WORSHIPPED YOUR SHIELD." THE MILLIGANS, IN THEIR LEARNED STORY OF THE IRISH UNDER THE DRUIDS, SAY, "THEY WORSHIPPED THE SUN AS THEIR PRINCIPAL DEITY, AND THE MOON AS THEIR SECOND DEITY, LIKE THE PHŒNICIANS." DONALD ROSS, SCOTCH INSPECTOR OF SCHOOLS, WRITES IN A SIMILAR WAY OF HIS ANCIENT NORTHERN KINDRED--"THE NOBLEST STRAINS IN ALL GAELIC LITERATURE ARE IN PRAISE OF THE SUN, AND WHICH IS ALSO REPRESENTED AS THE ULTIMATELY INEXPLICABLE FACTOR IN THE UNIVERSE. IN THE SUN THE GAELS FOUND THE TWO HIGHEST ATTRIBUTES OF DIVINITY, POWER, AND PURITY." THERE IS A REMARKABLE PASSAGE FROM ST. PATRICK'S CONFESSION, WHICH REFERS TO HIS BEING TEMPTED BY SATAN IN A DREAM "IT WAS SUGGESTED TO ME IN THE SPIRIT THAT I SHOULD INVOKE HELIA (ELIAS OR ELI); AND MEANWHILE I SAW THE SUN RISING IN THE HEAVEN. AND WHILE I WAS CALLING OUT HELIA WITH ALL MY MIGHT, BEHOLD THE SPLENDOR OF THAT SUN FELL UPON ME, AND IMMEDIATELY STRUCK FROM ME THE OPPRESSIVE WEIGHT." PROBUS HAD THIS VERSION OF THE EVENT, "WHEN HE HAD THRICE INVOKED THE TRUE SUN, IMMEDIATELY THE SUN ROSE UPON HIM." THE LANGUAGE OF THE COUNTRY HAS MUCH ASSOCIATION WITH SUN ADORATION. THE MYTHICAL SIMON BREK OF IRISH HISTORY MAY BE SAMEN, THE SUN. WATERFORD WAS CUAN-NA-GRIOTH, THE HARBOR OF THE SUN. ONE IRISH NAME FOR THE SUN IS CHRISHNA, OF EASTERN ORIGIN; BUT THE WELSH HU GADARN, THE SUN, WAS FINN MAC HAUL IN ERSE. GRIANN, GREINE, GRIANAN, GREIENHAM, HAVE RELATIONS TO THE SUN. THE HILL GRIANAN CALRY IS A SUNNY SPOT. THE WORD GRANGE IS FROM GRIANN. THERE IS A GRIANOIR IN WEXFORD BAY. THE GRANGE, NEAR DROGHEDA, IS A HUGE CONE OF STONES, PILED IN HONOR OF THE SUN. GREANE, OF OSSORY, WAS FORMERLY GRIAN AIRBH. AS GRAINE, THE WORD OCCURS IN A FEMININE FORM. THE BEAUTIFUL STORY OF DIARMUID, OR DERMOT, AND GRAINE IS CLEARLY A SOLAR MYTH, THE RUNAWAY PAIR WERE PURSUED BY THE IRATE HUSBAND, FINN MAC COUL, FOR A WHOLE YEAR, THE LOVERS CHANGING THEIR RESTING-PLACE EVERY NIGHT. ONE BARD SING’S OF "DIARMUID WITH A FIERY FACE" THE LAST DANAAN SOVEREIGN WAS MAC GRENE THE, CROMLECH ON A HILL OF KILKENNY IS KNOWN AS THE SLEIGH GRIAN, HILL OF THE SUN. THE WOMEN'S QUARTER OF THAT DWELLING, WAS THE GRIANAN, SO-CALLED FROM ITS BRIGHTNESS. THE CROMLECH AT CASTLE MARY, NEAR CLOYNE, IS CARRIG CROATH, ROCK OF THE SUN GENERAL VALLENCEY TRACES SOME APPELLATIONS FOR THE SUN TO THE CHALDAIC AND SANSCRIT THE CELTS OF BRITTANY BORROWED THEIR SUL, FOR SUN, FROM THE ROMAN SOL. CAER SEDI WAS AN IRISH CYCLE. BEL IS ALSO THE SUN IN IRISH, AS IN EASTERN LANDS. BELI WAS THEIR GOD OF FIRE BEL-AIN WERE WELLS SACRED TO THE SUN. THE IRISH VERNAL EQUINOX WAS AICHE BAAL TINNE THE NIGHT OF BAAL'S FIRE. THE SUN'S CIRCUIT WAS BEL-AIN, OR BEL'S RING. A CYCLE OF THE SUN, OR AN ANNIVERSARY, WAS AONACH (PRO. ENOCH); AND IT IS SINGULAR THAT WE ARE TOLD THAT THE DAYS OF ENOCH WERE 365 YEARS. EASTER, AS IS WELL KNOWN, IS CONNECTED WITH SUN-WORSHIP. THE IRISH DANCING EASTER SUNDAY IS THUS ALLUDED TO IN AN OLD POEM "BUT, DICK, SHE DANCES IN SUCH A WAY, NO SUN UPON AN EASTER DAY IS HALF SO FINE A SIGHT." PEOPLE USED TO BE OUT EARLY ON EASTER SUNDAY TO SEE THE SUN DANCE IN HONOR OF THE RESURRECTION. THE SUN AND MOON, ACCORDING TO THE CHRONICLES OF ST. COLUMBA, WERE TO BE SEEN ON AN ALTAR OF GLASS IN THE TEMPLE OF THE TUATH-DE-DANAAN, IN TYRCONNAL. FOR CENTURIES, AN IRISH OATH WAS ACCOMPANIED WITH THE HAND ON FOREHEAD, AND THE EYES TURNED TO THE SUN. THE ROUND MOUNDS, OR RATHS, ENCLOSING THE ROUND DWELLING, RELATED TO EARLY SUN-WORSHIP; THE SAME MAY BE SAID OF THE TRADITION THAT THE BATTLE OF VENTRY, BETWEEN THE FENIANS AND THEIR FOES, LASTED 366 DAYS. HECATEUS MENTIONS THE HYPERBOREANS OF AN ISLAND NORTH OF GAUL WORSHIPPING THE SUN. DIODORUS SPEAKS OF THE ISLAND'S IDOLATRY, SAYING, "THE CITIZENS ARE GIVEN UP TO MUSIC, HARPING, AND CHANTING IN HONOUR OF THE SUN." IN WALKER'S BARDS, WE READ OF THE FEAST OF SAMHUIN, OR THE MOON, IN THE TEMPLE OF TIACHTA. "THE MOON," SAYS MONIER WILLIAMS, THE GREAT VEDAS AUTHORITY, "IS BUT A FORM OF THE SUN." THE CIRCULAR DANCE IN HONOR OF THE SUN WAS DERIVED FROM THE EAST. LUCIAN SAYS "IT CONSISTED OF A DANCE IMITATING THIS GOD" (THE SUN). THE PRIESTS OF BAAL INDULGED IN IT. A DRUID SONG HAS THIS ACCOUNT "RUDDY WAS THE SEA-BEACH WHILE THE CIRCULAR REVOLUTION WAS PERFORMED BY THE ATTENDANTS, AND THE WHITE BANDS IN GRACEFUL EXTRAVAGANCE." AN ANCIENT SCULPTURE AT GLENDALOUGH REPRESENTS THE LONG-HAIRED APOLLO, OR SUN, ATTENDED BY HIS DOVES. THESE WERE SUN-IMAGES IN ERIN. IN 2 CHRON. XIV. 5, WE READ OF ASA PUTTING "AWAY OUT OF ALL CITIES OF JUDAH THE HIGH PLACES AND THE IMAGES"; OR SUN-IMAGES OF THE REVISED VERSION. AT THE LUCAID-LAMH-FADA, OR FESTIVAL OF LOVE, FROM AUG. 1 TO AUG. 16, GAMES WERE HELD IN HONOR OF THE SUN AND MOON. FOSBROKE ALLUDES TO THE REVOLVING, WITH THE SUN, AS A SUPERSTITION. "AT INISMORE, OR CHURCH ISLAND, IN SLIGO, IN A ROCK NEAR THE DOOR OF THE CHURCH, IS A CAVITY, CALLED OUR LADY'S BED, INTO WHICH PREGNANT WOMEN GOING, AND TURNING THRICE ROUND, WITH THE REPETITION OF CERTAIN PRAYERS, FANCY THAT THEY WOULD THEN NOT DIE IN CHILD-BIRTH." A SCOTCH WRITER OBSERVES--"THE HEARTY CELTS OF IRELAND SAY, 'THE TOP OF THE MORNING TO YOU.' ARE THESE EXPRESSIONS TO BE REGARDED AS REMNANTS OF DAWN-WORSHIP? IT MAY BE SO, FOR MANY SIMILAR TRACES OF THE WORSHIP OF THE SUN AND MOON, AS GIVERS OF GOOD FORTUNE, ARE STILL TO BE FOUND." AN ODE TO THE SUN IN THE LEABHAR BREAC HAS BEEN THUS RENDERED BY AN ERSE AUTHORITY:--"ANTICIPATE, MY LAYS, O SUN! THOU MIGHTY LORD OF THE SEVEN HEAVENS--MIGHTY GOVERNOR OF THE HEAVEN--SOLE AND GENERAL GOD OF MAN--THOU GRACIOUS, JUST, AND SUPREME KING--WHOSE BRIGHT IMAGE CONSTANTLY FORCES ITSELF ON MY ATTENTION. TO WHOM HEROES PRAY IN PERILS OF WAR--ALL THE WORLD PRAISE AND ADORE THEE. FOR THOU ART THE ONLY GLORIOUS AND SOVEREIGN OBJECT OF UNIVERSAL LOVE, PRAISE, AND ADORATION." SIMILARLY SANG ORPHEUS OF OLD--"O SUN! THOU ART THE GENIAL PARENT OF NATURE, SPLENDENT WITH VARIOUS HUES, SHEDDING STREAMS OF GOLDEN LIGHT." THE RIG VEDA, HOWEVER, IN ONE PLACE CALLS THE SUN, "THE MOST BEAUTIFUL WORK OF GOD"; WHILE ANOTHER OF THE HINDOO SACRED BOOKS HAS THIS--"LET US ADORE THE SUPREMACY OF THE DIVINE SUN, THE GOD-HEAD." WELL MIGHT CAPELLA EXCLAIM IN HIS HYMN TO THE SUN, "THE WHOLE WORLD ADORES THEE UNDER A GREAT NUMBER OF DIFFERENT NAMES" OSSIAN SANG--"WHEN WILT THOU RISE IN THY BEAUTY, FIRST OF ERIN'S MAIDS? THY SLEEP IS LONG IN THE TOMB. THE SUN SHALL NOT COME TO THY BED, AND SING, 'AWAKE DARTHULA! AWAKE, THOU FIRST OF WOMEN! THE VOICE OF SPRING IS ABROAD. THE FLOWERS SHAKE THEIR HEADS ON THE GREEN HILLS. THE WOODS WAVE THEIR GROWING LEAVES.' RETIRE, O SUN! THE DAUGHTER OF COLLA IS ASLEEP. SHE WILL NOT COME FORTH IN HER BEAUTY. SHE WILL NOT MOVE IN THE STEPS OF HER LOVELINESS." CROWE, WHO OBSERVES, "THE SUN WAS A CHIEF DEITY WITH US AS WELL AS THE GREEKS,"--ADDS, "I HAVE LONG THOUGHT THAT THE GREAT MOAT OF GRANARD WAS THE SITE OF A TEMPLE TO THE SUN." THE REV. F. LEMAN, IN 1811, SPOKE OF AN INSCRIPTION UPON A QUARTZOSE STONE, AT TORY HILL, KILKENNY, IN OLD IRISH CHARACTERS, WHICH HE READ SLEIGH-GRIAN, HILL OF THE SUN. "WITHIN VIEW OF THIS HILL," SAID HE, "TOWARDS THE WEST, ON THE BORDERS OF TIPPERARY, RISES THE MORE ELEVATED MOUNTAIN OF SLEIGH-NA-MAN, WHICH, FROM ITS NAME, WAS PROBABLY CONSECRATED TO THE MOON." WHEN MARTIN WAS IN THE HEBRIDES, HE CAME ACROSS OBSERVANCES REMINDING HIM OF SOLAR WORSHIP. "IN THE ISLAND OF RONA," SAID HE, "OFF NESS, ONE OF THE NATIVES NEEDS EXPRESS HIS HIGH ESTEEM FOR MY PERSON, BY MAKING A TURN ROUND ABOUT ME, SUN-WAYS, AND AT THE SAME TIME BLESSING ME, AND WISHING ME ALL HAPPINESS." AGAIN--"WHEN THEY GET INTO THE ISLAND (FLANNAN) ALL OF THEM UNCOVER THEIR HEADS, AND MAKE A TURN SUN-WAYS ROUND, THANKING GOD FOR THEIR SAFETY." THE REV. MAC QUEEN MENTIONS THAT EVERY VILLAGE IN SKYE HAD A RUDE STONE, CALLED GRUGACH, OR FAIR-HAIRED, WHICH REPRESENTED THE SUN; AND HE DECLARES THAT MILK LIBATIONS WERE POURED INTO GRUAICH STONES. TRAVELERS HAVE WRITTEN OF HEBRIDEAN BOATS, GOING OUT TO SEA, HAVING THEIR HEADS ROWED SUN-WAYS AT FIRST FOR FEAR OF ILL-LUCK ON THE VOYAGE. QUITE RECENTLY ONE OBSERVED THE SAME THING DONE BY ABERDEEN FISHERMEN, WHO OBJECTED TO TURN THEIR BOAT AGAINST THE SUN. IN ALL MYTHS, SUN-GODS ARE VERY SUCCESSFUL IN THEIR WAR-LIKE ENTERPRISES DURING THE SUMMER, BUT FREQUENTLY LOSE A BATTLE IN WINTER, IN EGYPTIAN PAINTINGS, THE WINTER SUN IS REPRESENTED WITH ONLY A SINGLE HAIR ON THE HEAD; THIS REMINDS ONE OF SAMSON, A WORD DERIVED FROM SHEMESH, THE SUN--LOSING STRENGTH IN THE LOSS OF HAIR. THE SHAVING OF THE HEAD, SO AS TO LEAVE A CIRCULAR, BARE SPOT, IS A VERY ANCIENT PRACTICE, AND WAS DONE IN HONOR OF THE SUN, BY CERTAIN PRIESTS OF JUPITER AND OTHER DEITIES. MAHOMET FORBADE THAT IDOLATROUS HABIT OF HIS ARAB DISCIPLES. RHYS CALLS THE TONSURE IN BRITAIN AND IRELAND, "MERELY A DRUIDICAL SURVIVAL?' WHILE THE IMAGE OF THE SUN WAS, DOWN TO THE GREAT REVOLUTION, CARRIED IN THE PRIESTLY PROCESSIONS OF BRITTANY, WHILE CHRISTIANS NOW, AS THE PERUVIANS USED TO DO FORMERLY, STAND THE PLATE IMAGE OF THE SUN UPON THE ALTAR, AND WHILE WE, THOUGH AESTHETICALLY, HONOR THE SUN-FLOWER, WE CANNOT TOO RUDELY CONDEMN THE ANCIENT IRISH FOR THEIR REVERENT BOWING TO THE MATERIAL AUTHOR OF ALL EARTHLY LIFE.
FIRE-WORSHIP.
FROM THE EARLIEST TIME, THE SUN HAS BEEN THE OBJECT OF HUMAN ADORATION. BUT THE COMMON FLAME ITSELF, BEING DESTRUCTIVE, YET BENEFICIAL, WHILE EVER MOUNTING UPWARD AS IF DISDAINING EARTH CONTACT, BECAME WITH MOST RACES OF MANKIND A RELIGIOUS EMBLEM, IF NOT A DEITY. PYROLATREIA, OR FIRE-WORSHIP, WAS ONCE NEARLY UNIVERSAL. THE MOLOCH OF THE CANAANITES, PHŒNICIANS, AND CARTHAGINIANS, WAS THE DIVINITY OF VARIOUS NATIONS UNDER DIFFERENT NAMES MOLOCH WAS NOT THE ONLY DEITY TORMENTING SIMPLE MAIDS AND TENDER BABES WITH FIRE, THE BLAZING OR FIERY CROSS, IN USE AMONG KHONDS OF INDIA, WAS WELL KNOWN IN BOTH IRELAND AND SCOTLAND. THE EGYPTIANS, WITH MORE MODERN AFRICANS, HAVE REVERENCED FLAME. THE IRISH ASSUREDLY WERE NOT BEHIND THE MOST CULTURED PEOPLES IN THIS RESPECT. THE SANCTITY OF THEIR PLACES FOR FIRE WAS NOTORIOUS. THE ANCIENT LIGHTING OF FIRES WAS ATTENDED WITH SOLEMN CEREMONIES. EVEN NOW, THE TRAMPLING UPON CINDERS IN A HOUSEHOLD IS REGARDED, IN SOME WAY, AS AN INDIGNITY TO THE HEAD OF THE ESTABLISHMENT.
ACCORDING TO THE OLD RECORDS OF THE FOUR MASTERS OF IRELAND, A CURIOUS SPECTACLE WAS WITNESSED ONE ST. GEORGE'S DAY, HAVING REFERENCE TO THIS CURIOUS SUPERSTITION. AT ROSS DELA, NOW ROSS-DALLA, OF WESTMEATH, A TOWER OF FIRE BLAZED UP FROM A BELFRY FOR HOURS, WHILE A GREAT BLACK BIRD, ACCOMPANIED BY A FLOCK OF SMALLER BIRDS, KEPT FLYING IN AND OUT OF THE FIRE, THE SMALLER TAKING SHELTER UNDER THE WINGS OF THE LEADER. WHEN THE GREAT BIRD HAD FINISHED ITS FIERY PURIFICATIONS, IT TOOK UP AN OAK TREE BY THE ROOTS, AND FLEW OFF WITH IT. PERSIA WAS ONCE THE HIGH SEAT OF FIRE-WORSHIP. THE PARSEES OF INDIA WERE REFUGEES FROM PERSIA AT THE TIME OF THE MAHOMETAN CONQUEST OF THAT COUNTRY, AND THESE STILL RETAIN THE OLD FIRE RELIGION. THE NATURAL FLAMES THAT ISSUED FROM THE EARTH, AND WERE REGARDED AS DIVINE, HAVE POINTED OUT TO THE PRACTICAL MODERNS THE MINERAL OIL DEPOSITS OF BAKU. AT THE SHEB-SEZE, OR FIRE-FEAST OF PERSIA, SAYS RICHARDSON, BIRDS AND BEASTS WERE LET LOOSE WITH INFLAMMABLE MATERIAL ABOUT THEM. AMERICAN INDIANS, IN SOME CASES, RETAIN THIS CUSTOM OF THEIR ANCESTORS. SQUIER NOTES THE SUPREME, HOLY, SPIRIT OF FIRE, LOAK ISHTE-HOOLA-ABA, AND THE IGNITION OF NEW FIRES AT THE SOLAR FESTIVAL. THE PRIESTS GOT FIRE BY FRICTION. THE PAWNEES HAD A SACRIFICE OF HUMAN BEINGS IN THE FIRE AT THE VERNAL EQUINOX. THE AZTECS HAD A GOD OF FIRE IN XIUHTEUCTLI. THE IMAGE OF HERCULES, THE SUN-GOD, WAS SOLEMNLY BURNT ONCE A YEAR AT TARSUS. THE SCRIPTURES HAVE MANY REFERENCES TO THIS WORSHIP. A STORY IS TOLD IN MACCABEES OF A PRIEST WHO TOOK SACRED FIRE FROM THE ALTAR, AND HID IT IN A CAVE. UPON NEHEMIAH SENDING FOR IT, WATER ONLY WAS FOUND; YET, WHEN THE LIQUID WAS POURED OVER AN ALTAR OF WOOD, THE WHOLE BURST INTO FLAME. PHENÉ REMARKS--"THE BRITISH SPIRE NOW FILLS THE PLACE, IN THE PLAINS, OF THE ONCE ASPIRING FLAME WHICH ASCENDED FROM THE HILL-ALTARS." THE PERPETUAL LAMPS OF THE ANCIENTS SANCTIONED THE SAME IDEA. NO LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY ROMAN, ARAB, AND MEDIEVAL WRITERS RECORD THE FINDING OF SUCH LAMPS. IN 1540 A LAMP WAS REPORTED STILL BURNING IN THE TOMB OF CICERO'S DAUGHTER. LIGHTS WERE BURIED IN URNS. HERODOTUS SPEAKS OF LAMPS IN THE TOMBS OF EGYPT. AUGUSTINE WROTE OF LIGHTS INEXTINGUISHABLE BY EITHER RAIN OR WIND. ASBESTOS WICKS OF LAMPS WERE KNOWN IN GREEK TEMPLES. MADAME BLAVATSKI SAYS THAT BUDDHIST PRIESTS MADE USE OF ASBESTOS WICKS. DR. WESTCOTT, WHO RECORDS INSTANCES OF PERPETUAL LAMPS, ADDS, "THERE FORMERLY EXISTED AN ART THAT HAS BEEN LOST." IRELAND WAS NOT WITHOUT HER PERPETUAL FIRE. ST. BRIDGET AND HER NUNS, IN MAINTAINING A CONSTANT FLAME IN KILDARE, WERE BUT CONTINUING A VERY ANCIENT HEATHEN CUSTOM. TRADITION SAYS THAT DRUIDESSES DID THE SAME, ALSO, IN SACRED KILDARE. AS THERE WAS AN IRISH GODDESS BRIDGIT, HIGGINS REMARKED THAT THE DEITY HAD BECOME A SAINT, WHEN THE DISCIPLE OF ST PATRICK FOUNDED HER NUNNERY AT KILDARE. THE WELSH ECCLESIASTIC, WHO WROTE OF THE NORMAN) CONQUEST OF IRELAND, SAYS OF THIS FIRE, THAT THOUGH EVER RECRUITED WITH FUEL, "YET THE ASHES HAVE NEVER INCREASED" IT WAS FED WITH THE WOOD OF THE HAWTHORN. THE PLACE OF THE FIRE IS DESCRIBED AS BEING TWENTY FEET SQUARE, WITH A STONE ROOF. THE VIRGIN DAUGHTERS OF THE FIRE WERE INGHEAN AUDAGHA; BUT, AS FIRE-KEEPERS, WERE BREOCHWIDH. THE BRUDINS, A PLACE OF MAGICAL CAULDRON AND PERPETUAL FIRES, DISAPPEARED WITH CHRISTIANITY. THOSE FLAMES WERE DEVOTED BY THE CELTS TO HESTIA, WHO STOOD IN THE PLACE OF VESTA. BEING IN THE BRUDINS NOW MEANS IN THE FAIRIES. THE GREEK PYRTANEIUM WAS, LIKE THE BRUDINS, A PUBLIC FEEDING-HOUSE, WHERE THE FIRE NEVER WENT OUT. THE BAPTISM OF FIRE WAS AN INDIAN INSTITUTION. THE MEXICANS, VIRGINIAN INDIANS, AND PERUVIANS, HAD THEIR PERPETUAL FIRE OF A RELIGIOUS CHARACTER. A CURIOUS SECT AROSE ONCE IN SPAIN, THAT BURNT A CROSS ON THE FOREHEAD OF THE CHILD IN BAPTISM. LUCIUS FLORUS SAID OF NUMA POMPILIUS, "HE APPOINTED A FIRE TO BE KEPT UP BY THE VESTAL VIRGINS, THAT A FLAME IN IMITATION OF THE STARS MIGHT PERPETUALLY WATCH AS GUARDIAN OF THE EMPIRE." THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN, IN 1220, SHOCKED AT THIS REVIVAL OF FIRE-WORSHIP, UNDER THE MASK OF CHRISTIANITY, ORDERED THE KILDARE FIRE TO BE EXTINGUISHED. IT WAS, HOWEVER, RELIGHTED, AND DULY MAINTAINED, UNTIL THE SUPPRESSION OF THE NUNNERY IN THE REIGN OF HENRY VIII. AS AN OLD POET SANG: "THE BRIGHT LAMP THAT SHONE IN KILDARE'S HOLY FANE, AND BURNED THROUGH LONG AGES OF DARKNESS AND STAIN." THE PARSEES OF INDIA HAVE SUCH A FIRE THAT HAS BURNED FOR TWELVE HUNDRED YEARS. THIS IS AT OODWADA, NEAR BULSAR, WHICH IS MUCH FREQUENTED BY PARSEE PILGRIMS DURING CERTAIN PERIODS OF THE YEAR. THE WRITER ONCE QUESTIONED A PARSEE IN BOMBAY ON THIS MATTER. THE GENTLEMAN REPUDIATED THE IDEA OF FIRE OR SUN-WORSHIP, DECLARING THAT HE SAW THE DEITY BETTER BY THAT SYMBOL THAN BY ANY OTHER. AS THE EGYPTIAN PRIESTS WERE SAID TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE SAME, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE IRISH PRIESTS RECOGNIZED IN SUN AND FLAME BUT SYMBOLS OF THE INVISIBLE GOD. MRS. BRYANT, HOWEVER, ASSERTS THAT "THERE IS MORE TRACE OF SUN AND FIRE-WORSHIP IN THE PEASANTRY LINGERING AMONG US TO-DAY, THAN IN THE BARDIC LITERATURE OF THE REMOTE IRIS PAST." DR. WADDELL, IN OSSIAN AND THE CLYDE, HAS NO DOUBT OF FIRE-WORSHIP BEING EXTANT IN OSSIAN'S DAYS. DR. O'BRENNAN THINKS THAT THE GADELIANS OR GAELS EVERYWHERE THEY WENT ESTABLISHED FIRE-WORSHIP. THE GABHA-BHEIL WAS AN ORDEAL BY FIRE. TWO SECTS WERE SAID TO BE IN THE ISLAND--THE BAALITES, OR FIRE ADORERS, AND THE LIRITES, OR DEVOTEES OF WATER. O'KEARNY TELLS US--"IT IS PROBABLE THAT VERY VIOLENT CONTENTIONS WE ONCE CARRIED ON IN IRELAND BY THE PARTISANS OF THE RIVAL RELIGIONS, WHO WERE ACCUSTOMED TO MEET AND DECIDE THE QUARRELS AT THE PLACE SET APART FOR BATTLE." THE SAMHAISGS, WERE DEVOTED TO FIRE-WORSHIP, AND THE SWANS TO LIR WORSHIP. MAY-DAY IN IRELAND WAS VERY STRICTLY OBSERVED, AS IT HAS BEEN IN BABYLON AGES BEFORE. "EVEN NOW," SAYS MRS. BRYANT, "IN REMOTE PLACES, IF THE FIRE GOES OUT IN A PEASANTS HOUSE BEFORE THE MORNING OF THE FIRST OF MAY, A LIGHTED SOD FROM THE PRIEST'S HOUSE TO KINDLE IT IS HIGHLY ESTEEMED." ON THAT DAY THEY ONCE BURNT HARES, FROM A FANCY THAT THEY STOLE THE BUTTER. THE EVE OF MAY-DAY WAS A TRYING TIME, AS FAIRIES WE THEN EXTRA FROLICSOME IN STEALING THE MILK. FOR PREVENTATIVE, THE COWS WERE DRIVEN THROUGH FIRES, AS IN DISTANT PAGAN DAYS. ACCORDING TO HONE (1825), IN DUBLIN, FOLKS WOULD CAST HORSES' HEADS INTO THE BONFIRE; HORSES WERE SUN ANIMALS. MAY-EVE REJOICINGS WERE KNOWN BY THE NAME NECH-NA-BEALTAINE. ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF RIGHTS, ULTONIAN KINGS WERE NOT TO BATHE ON MAY-DAY. O'CONOR REMARKS THAT THE MAY FIRE CEREMONIES WERE TRANSFERRED BY ST. PATRICK TO THE 24TH OF JUNE. JOHN BAPTIST'S DAY. LEAPING THROUGH FIRE SYMBOLIZED HUMAN SACRIFICE. BELTAINE, OR BAALTINNE, WAS THE ROMAN COMPITALIA, OR GLAD TIMES, FOR THEIR BEGINNING OF THE YEAR. THE TAILTEAN GAMES OF THE IRISH WERE SAID TO HAVE ORIGINATED FROM TAILTE, WIFE OF MAC ERC, THE LAST FIRBOLG KING, KILLED IN THE BATTLE OF MOY-TUIR. MAY-EVE WAS, WITH SOME, NEEN NA BEALTINA, BAAL'S FIRE EVE. KEATING, WRITING ON THE FAIR AT UISNEACH, OF MEATH, SAYS, "THIS FAIR, OR ASSEMBLY, WAS HELD ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH OF MAY; AND THEY WERE WONT TO EXCHANGE OR BARTER THEIR CATTLE AND OTHER PROPERTY THERE. THEY WERE ALSO ACCUSTOMED TO MAKE OFFERINGS TO THE CHIEF GOD WHICH THEY WORSHIPPED, NAMED BEL; AND IT WAS A CUSTOM WITH THEM TO MAKE TWO FIRES IN HONOR OF THIS BEL IN EVERY CANTRED OF IRELAND, AND TO DRIVE A COUPLE OF EVERY KIND OF CATTLE IN THE CANTRED BETWEEN THE TWO FIRES AS A PRESERVATIVE." EASTER-TIME WAS DULY CELEBRATED IN PAGAN AS IT IS NOW IN CHRISTIAN TIMES. THE JOYFUL SEASON OF AWAKENING SUMMER WAS BEING CELEBRATED ON TARA HILL, AT THE VERY MOMENT WHEN ST. PATRICK WAS LIGHTING HIS EASTER FIRE ON SLANE HILL, WITHIN SIGHT OF THE KING AND HIS COURT. THE BOOK OF RIGHTS INFORMS US THAT "PATRICK GOES AFTERWARDS TO FEARTA FEAR FEIC. A FIRE IS KINDLED BY HIM AT THAT PLACE ON EASTER EVE. LAEGAIRE IS ENRAGED AS HE SEES THE FIRE, FOR THAT WAS THE GEIS OF TEAMHAIR AMONG THE GAEDHIL." THE KING HAD, ACCORDING TO CUSTOM, ORDERED ALL FIRES OUT, AS NO FRESH BLAZE COULD BE KINDLED BUT DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY FROM HIS OWN FIRE. THIS INCIDENT IN THE LIFE OF THE SAINT IS THE MOST INTERESTING OF HIS CAREER, BUT CAN ONLY BE BRIEFLY REFERRED TO HERE. IT WAS WHEN STANDING ON THE SITE OF THE ROYAL PALACE AT TARA HILL, AND LOOKING ACROSS THE BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY TO THE DISTANT HILL OF SLANE, THAT WE SEEMED TO REALIZE THE LEGEND. DRUIDS HAD FOREWARNED THE KING OF THE COMING OF STRANGERS, BUT WERE AS MUCH ASTONISHED AS HE WAS AT THE SIGHT OF A BLAZE AFAR, WHEN NO LIGHT COULD BE RAISED BUT BY THE SOVEREIGN'S COMMAND. ORDERS WERE ISSUED FOR THE ARREST OF THE BOLD INTRUDERS. ST. PATRICK AND HIS SHAVEN COMPANIONS WERE BROUGHT INTO THE PRESENCE OF THE MASTER OF FIRE. THEN HE TOLD HIS TALE AND LIGHTED A FLAME IN ERIN NEVER TO BE QUENCHED. THE STORY, AS GIVEN US THERE BY A BENT OLD WOMAN OF SEVENTY YEARS, WILL NOT BE SOON FORGOTTEN. LEANING ON HER STICK WITH ONE HAND, AND POINTING OVER THE ALMOST DESERTED REGION TO THE HILL OF THE SAINT'S FIRE WITH THE OTHER, HEAVING A SIGH OVER THE DEPARTED GLORIES OF TARA, SHE MIGHT HAVE BEEN TAKEN FOR A DRUIDESS HERSELF. THAT PASCHAL FIRE WAS THE VICTOR OVER PAGAN FIRES, WITH THEIR ABOMINABLE MOLOCH ASSOCIATIONS. MIDSUMMER FIRES SERVED AS SUN CHARMS TO KEEP UP THE HEAT. MIDSUMMER EVE, HOWEVER, AFTERWARDS NOMINATED AS JOHN THE BAPTIST'S EVE, WAS A GREAT FIRE-DAY FAR AND WIDE. VON BUCH, THE TRAVELER, SPEAKS OF SEEING CUSTOM OBSERVED WITHIN THE ARCTIC CIRCLE. AN OLD WRITER ABOUT IRELAND REMARKED--"A STRANGER WOULD IMAGINE THE WHOLE COUNTRY WAS ON FIRE." BRAND WRITES OF THE VIGIL OF ST. JOHN "THEY MAKE BONFIRES, RUN ALONG THE STREETS AND FIELDS WITH WISPS OF STRAW BLAZING ON LONG POLES, TO PURIFY THE AIR WHICH THEY THINK INFECTIOUS BY BELIEVING ALL THE DEVILS, SPIRITS, GHOSTS, AND HOBGOBLINS ABROAD THIS NIGHT TO HURT MANKIND." ONE, WRITING IN 1867 SAID "THE OLD PAGAN FIRE-WORSHIP STILL SURVIVES IN IRELAND THOUGH NOMINALLY IN HONOR OF ST. JOHN. ON SUNDAY NIGHT BONFIRES WERE OBSERVED THROUGHOUT NEARLY EVERY COUNTY THE PROVINCE OF LEINSTER." AS EASTER DAY WAS OF OLD DEVOTED TO ASTARTE, THE EAST GODDESS, SO WAS ST. JOHN'S DAY TO BAAL. BUT THE EVE OF THE FIRST OF NOVEMBER WAS THE HALLOW EVE OR SAMHAIN, WHEN THE FIRES WERE A THANKSGIVING TO THE SUN AT THE END OF HARVEST. KEATING, WHO NOTES THE SACRED FIRE LIGHTED BY THE ARCHDRUID ON USNAGH HILL, KILDARE, TELLS OF THE FIRES ON THE HILL OF WARD, MEATH COUNTY, ON THE LAST DAY OF OCTOBER. SOME OLD WRITERS IDENTIFY THIS PERIOD, RATHER THAN EASTER, AS THAT OF THE MEETING OF ST. PATRICK AND THE KING. THE SAMHAIN FEAST RECEIVED A CHRISTIAN BAPTISM AS THE FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE VIRGIN MARY. THE FESTIVAL KNOWN AS THE LUCAID-LAMH-FADA, OR FESTIVAL OF LOVE, HAD NO CONNECTION WITH THE FIRES. IT WAS HELD FROM THE FIRST TO THE SIXTEENTH OF AUGUST, IN HONOR OF THE SUN AND MOON, WHEN GAMES, MORE OR LESS ACCOMPANIED BY GREETINGS OF THE TWO SEXES, WERE DULY CELEBRATED. BAAL OR BEL IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE FIRES. BELTANE WAS THE LUCKY FIRE THROUGH WHICH CATTLE WERE PASSED FOR PURIFICATION. SPENSER DECLARED THAT IN HIS DAY THE IRISH NEVER PUT OUT A FIRE WITHOUT A PRAYER. THE GABHA-BHEIL, OR TRIAL BY BEIL, SUBJECTED THE PERSON WITH BARE FEET TO PASS THREE TIMES THROUGH A FIRE. A FESTIVAL IS MENTIONED, WHEN BIRDS AND OTHER CREATURES, PREVIOUSLY CAUGHT, WERE SET FREE WITH LIGHTS ATTACHED TO THEM. THERE WAS AN OLD IRISH PRAYER, BEALAINE, CORRUPTED TO BLIADHAIN. THEN WE HAVE BEALTINNE, OR BAAL'S FIRE; THE CROMLECH, NEAR CORK, OF BEALACH MAGDADHAIR; AICHE BELTINNE, THE NIGHT OF BAAL'S FIRE; BAALTINGLAS; BEILAINE, CIRCLE OF BAAL. MRS. ANNA WILKES, IN IRELAND, THE UR OF THE CHALDEES, SEES IN THE IRISH AND HEBREW WORD UR, THE SACRED FIRE. A FIRE-PRIEST WAS UR-BAD, OR HYR-BAD. THE PERPETUAL FIRE IN THE MONASTERY OF SEIGHIR, SAYS THE TRIPARTITE LIFE, WAS AT THE PLACE WHERE ST. PATRICK FIRST MET ST. KIERAN. THE RINCEADH-FADA WAS A SACRED DANCE OF THE IRISH AT BEIL-TINNE, LIKE DANCES RECORDED OF PHŒNICIA AND ASSYRIA. AT UISNEACH, THE NAVEL OF IRELAND, WHERE THE DRUIDS LIGHTED THE FIRST FIRE OF THE SEASON, COURTS WERE REGULARLY HELD TILL LONG AFTER CHRISTIAN TIMES. THE VENERABLE BEDE RECORDS THAT EVEN IN HIS LIFETIME MANY OF THE IRISH WERE GIVEN TO FIRE-WORSHIP. FRASER ASSURES HIS READERS THAT "IN THE SOUTH OF IRELAND, THE WAYSIDE BEGGAR WHOSE APPEALS FOR CHARITY HAVE MET WITH A LIBERAL RESPONSE, CAN THINK OF NO BENEDICTION SO COMPREHENSIVE AS 'MAY THE BLESSING OF BEL REST UPON YOU!"' CULDEES, THE RECOGNIZED SUCCESSORS OF THE DRUIDS IN IRELAND AND SCOTLAND, ARE SAID TO OWE THEIR NAME--CAL, GAL, OR CEILL--TO THE WORD MEANING PRESERVER OF FIRE "IT IS STILL LUCKY," WRITES ONE, "FOR THE YOUNG PEOPLE TO JUMP OVER THE FLAMES, OR FOR CATTLE TO PASS BETWEEN TWO FIRES" ANOTHER SAYS," OUR FOREFATHERS SENT THEIR SONS AND DAUGHTERS THROUGH THE FIRE TO MOLOCH" IN TOLAND'S DAY FIREBRANDS WERE CAST ABOUT THE FIELDS OF CORN AT MIDSUMMER EVE, THE SURVIVAL PRAYERS TO THE FIRE-GOD TO GIVE HEAT FOR THE HARVEST PERFECTION HE CALLS THE NOVEMBER FIRE, TINE-TLACHED-GHA, OR FIRE-GROUND. AND YET, ARTHUR CLIVE CONSIDERED FIRE-WORSHIP OPPOSE ALIKE TO DRUIDISM AND THE FAITH PRECEDING IT. IN THE BOOK OF RIGHTS, SO ABLY REPRODUCED BY J. O'DONOVAN, THERE ARE FOUR SEASONS DESCRIBED--EARRACH, SAMHRADH, FOGHMHAR, AND GEIMERIDH WHICH HE FINDS TO BE "UNDOUBTEDLY IRISH WORDS NOT DERIVED FROM THE LATIN THROUGH CHRISTIANITY" FIRES WERE LIGHTED AT BEALTAINE THE BEGINNING OF SAMHRADH THE SUMMER END FIRES, SAMHAIN, WERE KNOWN BY THE NAME OF TLACHTGHA. THE NEW FIRE WAS PRODUCED BY THE WHEEL AND SPINDLE, WITH TOW. THE WHEEL, A SOLAR SYMBOL, MUST BE TURNED BY THE SPOKES IN DIRECTION OF THE SUN'S DAILY COURSE. AS SCOTLAND, ESPECIALLY THE WESTERN PART, WAS LARGELY PEOPLED FROM IRELAND, IT WOULD NOT BE SURPRISING TO RECOGNIZE BAAL OR FIRE-WORSHIP THERE. ALL HALLOW EVE CEREMONIES ARE WELL KNOWN, AND ESPECIALLY THE PASSING THROUGH THE FIRE, ALTHOUGH THE COUNCIL OF CONSTANTINOPLE, 680, EXPRESSLY PROHIBITED THE HEATHEN PRACTICE OF LEAPING THROUGH THE FIRE. THE REV. ALAN STEWART, REFERRING TO SUCH FIRES IN HIS PARISH OF KIRKMICHAEL, FAMOUS FOR ITS DRUIDICAL CIRCLE, SAID, "THE PRACTICE OF LIGHTING BONFIRES PREVAILS IN THIS AND THE NEIGHBORING HIGHLAND PARISHES." THESE WERE THE TINEGIN OR NEEDFIRES. REGULAR BAAL-FIRES CONTINUED IN AYRSHIRE TILL 1780, AND MILKMAIDS STILL LIKE TO DRIVE THEIR COWS THROUGH THE FLAMES WITH A ROWAN STICK. THE PROPER WAY TO LIGHT THE FIRE IS BY FRICTION. S. LAING WRITES OF "THE BEL-FIRES WHICH, WHEN I WAS YOUNG, WERE LIGHTED ON MIDSUMMER NIGHT ON THE HILLS OF ORKNEY AND SHETLAND. AS A BOY, I HAVE RUSHED, WITH MY PLAYMATES, THROUGH THE SMOKE OF THESE BONFIRES, WITHOUT A SUSPICION THAT WE WERE REPEATING THE HOMAGE PAID TO BAAL IN THE VALLEY OF HINNOM." ONE CANNOT HELP REMEMBERING THE PASSAGE IN ISA. L. 11 "ALL YE THAT KINDLE A FIRE, THAT COMPASS YOURSELVES ABOUT WITH SPARKS, WALK IN THE LIGHT OF YOUR FIRE, AND IN THE SPARKS THAT YE HAVE KINDLED." VIRGIL RECORDS A PRAYER TO APOLLO AT SORACTE: "WHOM FIRST WE SERVE, WHOLE WOODS OF UNCTUOUS PINE BURN ON THY HEAP, AND TO THY GLORY SHINE; BY THEE PROTECTED, WITH OUR NAKED SOLES, THRO' FLAME UNSINGED WE PASS, AND TREAD THE KINDLED COALS." THE POET DID NOT ADD THAT SUCH DEVOTEES FIRST APPLIED A SPECIAL OINTMENT TO THEIR FEET. THE SCOTCH BELTANE, TILL LATELY, WAS OBSERVED IN THE HEBRIDES WITH SOMETHING MORE HEATHEN THAN THE FIRE. THE PEOPLE LIGHTED THE FIRE BY THE OLD FASHION OF FRICTION WITH TWO PIECES OF WOOD, AND THEN ATE THE CONSECRATED CAKE INDULGED IN BY PAGAN SYRIANS. THE SCOTCH HAD THE MIXTURE OF EGGS, MILK, AND OATCAKE. THIS WAS BROKEN UP, AND DISTRIBUTED AMONG THE ASSEMBLY. WHOEVER GOT THE BLACK BIT, HIDDEN IN THE CAKE, WAS CONSIDERED WORTHY OF SACRIFICE TO BAAL, AS THE CAILTEACH BEALTINE. HE WAS PUSHED INTO THE FIRE, THOUGH SOON RESCUED, AND AFTERWARDS HAD TO LEAP THREE TIMES THROUGH THE FLAMES. THE TERM BELTANE CARLINE WAS EVER A NAME OF REPROACH. IN OTHER PLACES, AT THE BEALTINE, A TRENCH WAS CUT ROUND THE FIRE, THE YOUNG MEN ASSEMBLED IN THE CIRCLE, AND CAST LOTS WHO SHOULD BE THE THREEFOLD LEAPER. BEFORE EATING THE CONSECRATED OATCAKE, A LIBATION, IN HEATHEN STYLE, WAS POURED UPON THE GROUND. THE SCOTCH GENERALLY ARE NOT NOW SO GIVEN TO SACRAMENTARIANISM. DR. DONALD CLARK CONCEIVES THAT THE BELTANE IS NOT DERIVED FROM BAAL. THE ISLE OF MAN, COMING MORE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF IRELAND THAN ANY NEIGHBORING LAND, HAS SURVIVALS OF THE OLD WORSHIP. WALDRON ASSERTS, "NOT A FAMILY IN THE OLD ISLAND, OF NATIVES, BUT KEEPS A FIRE CONSTANTLY BURNING--OR THE MOST TERRIBLE DEVASTATIONS AND MISCHIEF WOULD IMMEDIATELY ENSUE" TRAIN, IN HIS ACCOUNT OF THE PEOPLE, WRITES--"ALMOST DOWN TO THE PRESENT TIME, NO NATIVE OF THE ISLE OF MAN WILL LEND ANYTHING ON EITHER OF THE GREAT DRUIDICAL FESTIVALS." THE DEAS-IUL DANCE, ANCIENTLY IN HONOR OF THE SUN, IS, STILL PRACTISED THERE, GOING, LIKE THE SUN, FROM EAST TO SOUTH, IN ITS COURSE, NOT EAR-TUIA-IUL, OR GOING [A] ROUND BY EAST TO NORTH. FIRES WERE KEPT UP ON THE FIRST OF NOVEMBER, AS AT HALLOWE'EN. PLOWDEN, ANOTHER HISTORIAN OF THE PLACE, REMARKS THAT--"THE SCOTCH, IRISH, AND MANX CALL THE FIRST DAY OF MAY BEILTEIN, OR THE DAY OF BAAL'S FIRE." A NEWSPAPER OF I837 HAS THIS PARAGRAPH--"ON MAY-DAY THE PEOPLE OF THE ISLE OF MAN HAVE, FROM TIME IMMEMORIAL, BURNED ALL THE WHIN BUSHES IN THE ISLAND, CONCEIVING THAT THEY THEREBY BURN ALL THE WITCHES AND FAIRIES, WHICH THEY BELIEVE TAKE REFUGE THERE." IN LIKE MANNER, IN THE ISLE OF LEWIS, THEY HAD THE CUSTOM OF DESSIL (RIGHT HAND), OR DESS, FROM CARRYING FIRE IN THE RIGHT HAND ABOUT HOUSES AND THE STOCK. WHEN A MURRAIN OCCURRED AMONG THE CATTLE THERE, ALL FIRES WERE FORMERLY PUT OUT, AND A FRESH FLAME OBTAINED BY THE RUBBING OF TWO PLANKS TOGETHER. THE GAELIC COUNCILS TRIED IN VAIN TO ARREST THIS FIRE DEVOTION. JAMES I. OF SCOTLAND HAS LEFT A POEM ON THE CUSTOM "AT BELTANE, QUHEN ILK BODIE BOWNIS TO PEBLIS TO THE PLAY" THAT IS, AT BELTANE ALL WENT TO THE PLAY OR GAMES AT PEEBLES. IN CORNWALL, ANOTHER PART UNDER IRISH INFLUENCE, MIDSUMMER EVE WAS KEPT UP WITH FIRE REJOICINGS. AT PENZANCE, UNTIL A FEW YEARS AGO, ON THAT EVE MEN CARRIED TWO BARRELS ON POLES. OTHERS HAD TORCHES AND ROCKETS, AND GIRLS HELD FLOWERS. ALL AT ONCE ALL JOINED HANDS, AND RAN THROUGH THE STREETS, CRYING OUT, "AN EYE! AN EYE!"--WHEN AN EYE WAS OPENED BY A PAIR, AND ALL PASSED THROUGH. THE OLD COUNTRY DANCE WAS ONE IN THE SAME STYLE. NO ONE NEEDS REMINDING HOW FAR WALES, LONG UNDER IRISH RULE, HAD SIMILAR FIRE CUSTOMS. AT NEWTON NOTTAGE, TILL VERY RECENTLY, PEOPLE LEAPED THROUGH THE MIDSUMMER FIRES. OF THIS CUSTOM, THEODORET, IN CONDEMNATION OF IT, ADMITTED THAT IT WAS HELD AS AN EXPIATION OF SIN. GREAT FIRES WERE KEPT UP FORMERLY ON THE NOONSIDE ROCK OF BRIMHAM, A YORKSHIRE DRUIDICAL LOCALITY. FRANCE, ESPECIALLY IN BRITTANY, HAS SURVIVALS OF FIRE-WORSHIP. SUCH FIRES WERE USEFUL TO BLESS THE APPLE-TREES, AND FORWARD THE HARVEST. A BRETON PRIEST WAS ONCE CALLED BELEC, WHICH MEANS A SERVANT OF BAAL. OUTSIDE PARIS, BAAL FIRES WERE LIGHTED ON ST. JOHN'S EVE. FLAMMARION, IN 1867, WROTE "IN THE EVENING THE BONFIRES IN HONOR OF THE FEAST OF ST. JOHN WERE LIGHTED ALL AROUND ANGOULÊME, AND MEN AND WOMEN WERE DANCING BEFORE THEM, AND JUMPING OVER THEM ALMOST ALL NIGHT." RUSSIA AND INDIA HAVE THEIR LEAPING THROUGH THE FLAMES. IN THE FIRST, A STRAW FIGURE OF KUPALO, A SORT OF REPRESENTATIVE OF VEGETATION, WAS THROWN IN THE FIRE. GERMANS HAD A STRAW IMAGE OF THE GOD THOR. IN MEXICO, BABES ON THEIR, FOURTH DAY WERE PASSED THROUGH FIRE. SONNERAT HAD THIS ACCOUNT OF THE DARMA, A FEAST OF FIRE IN INDIA "IT LASTS EIGHTEEN DAYS, DURING WHICH TIME THOSE WHO MAKE A VOW TO KEEP IT MUST FAST, ABSTAIN FROM WOMEN, LIE ON THE BARE GROUND, AND WALK ON A BRISK FIRE. ON THE EIGHTEENTH DAY, THEY ASSEMBLE ON THE SOUND OF INSTRUMENTS THEIR HEADS COVERED WITH FLOWERS, THE BODY DAUBED WITH SAFFRON, AND FOLLOW IN CADENCE THE FIGURES OF DARMA RAJAH AND DOBREDE HIS WIFE, WHO ARE CARRIED THERE IN PROCESSION. WHEN THEY COME TO THE FIRE, THEY STIR IT TO ANIMATE ITS ACTIVITY, AND TAKE A LITTLE OF THE ASHES, WITH WHICH THEY THEIR FOREHEADS, AND WHEN THE GODS HAVE BEEN THREE TIMES ROUND IT, THEY WALK, EITHER FAST OR SLOW, ACCORDING TO THEIR ZEAL, OVER A VERY HOT FIRE, EXTENDED TO ABOUT FORTY FEET LENGTH" FIRE-WORSHIP MAY BE THE PUREST FORM OF IDOLATRY; FLAME, SO NEARLY IMMATERIAL, EVER MOVING, ALWAYS ASPIRING IS A TYPE OF THE SPIRITUAL,--IS USEFUL, ALTHOUGH DANGEROUS. BUT NO FORM OF IDOLATRY COULD BE MORE CRUEL THAN FIERY ADORATION OF THE GRIM MOLOCH SYMBOLS, ARE AGREEABLE TO FANCY, AND OFTEN HELPFUL; BUT THEY MAY, AND REPEAT DO, LEAD MEN TO CRASS IDOLATRY.
STONE-WORSHIP.
IN MANY LANDS SHAPELESS STONES HAVE BEEN ADORED. AMONG SEVERAL ANCIENT NATIONS THE IDEA OF DIVINITY WAS SYMBOLIZED BY A ROUGH STONE. THAT AËROLITES SHOULD BE REVERED IS NOT SURPRISING, SINCE THEY, AS THE IDOL STONE OF EPHESUS, CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN. A SINGLE PILLAR STONE MIGHT WELL, IN RUDE TIMES, TYPIFY GENERATIVE FORCE. JUPITER, APOLLO, VENUS, MERCURY, AND DIANA PATROA WERE ADORED AS STONE COLUMNS. A CIRCLE OF UPRIGHT STONES HAS BEEN REVERENCED FROM THE PACIFIC, ACROSS THE OLD WORLD, TO THE ATLANTIC. IRELAND WAS NO EXCEPTION TO THIS LITHIC FAITH. IT HAS BEEN CUSTOMARY TO CALL CIRCLES, CROMLECHS, LOGAN STONES, PILLAR STONES, SERPENTINE AND ALIGNMENT STONES, BY THE APPELLATION OF DRUIDICAL. AS THESE, HOWEVER, ARE FOUND IN JAPAN, CHINA, INDIA, PERSIA, ARABIA, PALESTINE, BARBARY, EVERY COUNTRY OF EUROPE, NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA, AS WELL AS IN THE PACIFIC ISLES, IT WOULD IMPLY CERTAINLY A VERY WIDE RANGE OF DRUIDS. NO ONE COULD DENY THAT IN SOME PARTS, AS BRITTANY AND THE BRITISH ISLES, SO-CALLED DRUIDS PROBABLY USED SUCH STONES, AS BEING ALREADY OBJECTS OF REVERENCE, WITHOUT CREDITING THEM EITHER AS THEIR BUILDERS, OR AS THE ORIGINATORS OF STONE-WORSHIP. BECAUSE OF THE SUPERSTITION ATTACHED TO SUCH MEGALITHIC OBJECTS, MAHOMETAN AND CHRISTIAN PRIESTS HAVE ALIKE SOUGHT THEIR DESTRUCTION. BUT IRELAND AND THE ISLANDS ADJACENT EXHIBIT MANY REMAINS OF SO-CALLED DRUIDICAL MONUMENTS. SOME OF THESE' MAY BE MENTIONED. SINGLE STONES. FINN'S FINGER-STONE, CLONDUFF OF DOWN, THROWN BY FINN MCCOUL; DEER-STONE, OF GLENDALOUGH; KILTULTEN OF KILDARE; CLOGH-GRIANE, OR SUN-STONE; KILEENA OF ANTRIM; ARDFERT OF KERRY; AND SEVERAL ON INNIS MURRAY. SOME OLD CROSSES HAVE BEEN RUDELY CARVED OUT OF BETHELS. CIRCLES HAVE SUFFERED MORE DESTRUCTION IN IRELAND THAN IN GREAT BRITAIN. ONE AT BALLYNAHATNA, NEAR DUNDALK, HAS QUITE A STONEHENGE CHARACTER. IN 1810 THE ROSTREVOR CIRCLE WAS 120 FT. IN DIAMETER. THAT AT MOUNT DRUID, DALKEY, WAS 150 FT. KILLBALLYOWEN OF LIMERICK HAS THREE CIRCLES. CARROWMORE OF SLIGO IS HALF A MILE ACROSS, AND ONE NEAR BELFAST MUST HAVE BEEN ONCE NEARLY AS LARGE. BREFIN OF CAVAN WAS A CELEBRATED ONE TWO CENTURIES BACK. THEN THERE ARE CIRCLES AT DEUMAN OF NEATH, TEMPLEBRIAN OF CORK, BALLRICHAN OF LOUTH, INNISOEN OF DONEGAL, RATH HUGH, CARRICK-A-DHIRRA OF WATERFORD, AND SEVERAL IN LOUTH. COBHAIL WAS A STONE ENCLOSURE; AS WERE THE DUNS AND CASIOLS, THAT WERE OFTEN CONVERTED INTO ORATORIES. OSSIAN REPEATEDLY MENTIONS THE CIRCLE OF LODA. LOGAN STONES ARE THE ROCKING ONES, AND WERE HELD DIVINING STONES. AT MAGEE, SOUTH OF ANTRIM, THE WEIGHT OF ONE IS TWELVE TONS. THIS IS THOUGHT TO BE OSSIAN'S ROCKING STONE OF CROMLA. HIS STONE OF POWER HEARD HIS HERO'S VOICE. IN THE PASS OF DUNLOE, KERRY, IS ONE 24 FT. ROUND THAT OF CARRIG A-CHOPPIAN IS NEAR MACROON, AND SLIGO HAS ONE AT BALLINA. THE DOLMEN OR CROMLECH IS KNOWN IN IRELAND GENERALLY AS THE BURYING-PLACE OF A GIANT OR HERO, IF NOT THE BED OF A SAINT. WHETHER EARTH-FAST OR NOT, IT HAD A LEANING CAP-STONE, RESTING ON TWO OR MORE UPRIGHT STONES, WHICH SOMETIMES FORMED A SORT OF PASSAGE. THE HOUSE OF FLAG STONES WAS KNOWN AS THE FOS-LEAC. AS LEABA-NA-B-FIAN, WAS THE GRAVE OF HEROES; AS LEABA-NA-FEARMORE, THE GRAVE GIANTS. AN ENORMOUS ONE EXISTS AT CALRY, SLIGO CO. ONE BED, AT MAYO, IS 15 FT. LONG; ANOTHER IS CALLED EDWARD A GRACE'S BED; A THIRD IS NAMED AFTER THE HERO DIARMUID WHO RAN OFF WITH THE FAIR GRAINE. A LEABA-DIARMUID REMAINS NEAR CLEGGAN BAY, GALWAY. A GRANNIE'S BED IS AT GLANWORTH OF CORK. A WARRIOR'S REST LIES AT HYDE, CORK CO. THE CAPSTONES OF SOME WERE AS LARGE AS 24 FT. IN LENGTH. ONE NEAR MOUNT BROWN WEIGHED 110 TONS. THERE ARE CROMLECHS AT FINVOY OF ANTRIM, DUNDONALD OF DOWN, BALLYMASCANDLAN OF DUNDALK, RATHKENNY OF MEATH, MOUNT VENUS OF DUBLIN CO., CASTLEDERG OF TYRONE, FAIRY MOUNT AND OTHERS OF LOUTH, KINVYLE OF GALWAY, LEABA-NA-BHFIAN, OR KISSING-STONE OF SLIGO, LOUGHREY OF TYRONE, SLEIGH-GRIAN OF KILKENNY, KILTERNAN OF DUBLIN CO., CASTLEHYDE OF CORK CO., BALLINTOY OF ANTRIM, SLIABBCROABB AND DRUMGOOLAN OF DOWN, GARRY DUFF OF KILKENNY, SUGARLOAF OF WATERFORD, BURRAN AND OTHERS OF CLARE, WITH THOSE OF INNISHSHARK, KILLEENA, FINTONA, MULLIMAST, KILTERNAIL, LENNAN, KNOCKEEN, DUNMORE, LOUGH GUR ISLE, HEADFORT, BALLYLOWRA, GAULSTOWN, BALLYNAGEERAGH, KILLALA, CASTLE WELLAN, MOUNT VERNES, BROWN, RATHKELLY, MOYTARA, CARLOW, CARRIG-NA-CRIOTH AT DRUMGOOLAN. WHILE THE CROMLECH OF HOWTH, DUBLIN BAY, SAID TO BE THE TOMB OF OSCAR, SON OF OSSIAN, IS THE MORE ROMANTIC OBJECT, THAT OF NEW GRANGE, BY DROGHEDA, IS THE MORE WONDERFUL. FORMERLY COVERED WITH EARTH, ITS INTERIOR WAS FIRST MADE KNOWN IN 1699. STANDING ON TWO ACRES OF LAND, IT RISES 67 FT. AT THE BASE THE DIAMETER IS 319 FT.; AT THE TOP, 118 FT. THERE IS A GALLERY OF STONES 62 FT. IN LENGTH, WITH A NUMBER OF CHAMBERS, ONE OF WHICH IS 20 FT. IN HEIGHT. INSCRIBED STONES ARE NOT SO COMMON AS IN WALES AND SCOTLAND. BUT THE SYMBOLS OF DISCS, DOUBLE DISCS, CIRCLES, CONCENTRIC CIRCLES, BOW AND SCEPTER, VOLUTES, WHEELS, SPIRALS, ZIGZAGS, OGHAM WRITING, PENTAGONS, TRIANGLES, SPECTACLE-ORNAMENT, SCEPTERS, SERPENTS, HORSESHOES, MIRRORS AND COMBS, FISHES, BOARS, ELEPHANTS, HORSES, BULLS, CAMELS, CROSSES, GROOVES, CUPS, ARE NOT UNKNOWN IN ERIN. THERE ARE FIGURES WITH KILTS, AND OTHERS WITH CROWNS. SOME SLABS, AS AT LOUGH CREW, ARE SEEN COVERED WITH VARIOUS INSCRIPTIONS. NEW GRANGE HAS A NUMBER OF THEM; LIKE AS IN SCOTLAND, FRANCE, INDIA, THE NORTH OF ENGLAND. WHAT MEANING HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THESE MONUMENTS? IN THIS SCIENTIFIC AGE, CIRCLES, ARE SIMPLY CALLED "THE EXTERNAL ADJUNCTS OF BRONZE-AGE BURIALS." IN THE EAST THEY HAVE BEEN TREATED AS BACTYLES, OR BETHELS, TO BE DULY ANOINTED WITH OIL OR MILK, AND ADORED; THEY ARE SOMETIMES SMEARED OVER WITH THE BLOOD OF SACRIFICES. THE CABIR DOCTRINE CAME CONVENIENTLY FOR OTHERS IN EXPLANATION. THE CABIRS WERE ASSUREDLY WORSHIPPED IN CAVES. SOME WELSH WRITERS EARLY CLAIMED THIS THEORY TO ACCOUNT FOR THEIR DRUIDS. THESE LATTER WERE SAID TO BE OF CABIRIC ASSOCIATION AS SAMOTHRACE WAS THE HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE CABIRI, WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN OF PHŒNICIAN ORIGIN AND AS THE PHŒNICIANS VISITED THE BRITISH ISLES, IT WAS CONCLUDED THAT DRUIDISM WAS THE SAME RELIGION, ESPECIALLY AS ASSOCIATED WITH FIRE AND STONES. ANYHOW, THE STONES WERE A PUZZLE. JOHN AUBREY, JUST TWO CENTURIES AGO, INTRODUCED THE DRUIDICAL THEORY, WHICH WAS AT ONCE SEIZED UPON BY WELSH, SCOTCH, ENGLISH, AND IRISH SCHOLARS, AS AN EASY SOLUTION. STILL, AS PROFESSOR P. SMITH REMINDS US WELL, THEY WERE ABOUT AS MYSTERIOUS TO THE GREEKS AND ROMANS AS TO OURSELVES. AND DE COURSON ASKED--"BUT WERE THESE GRAND SANCTUARIES OF STONE SPECIALLY AFFECTED TO THE DRUIDIC WORSHIP? TEMPLES, ALTARS, PERFECTLY SIMILAR, EXIST, IN FACT, IN ALL PARTS OF THE EARTH." "IF THEY ARE DRUIDICAL," SAYS PICARD, "THE ROMANS WOULD NOT HAVE OMITTED TO EXPLAIN TO US THE NATURE OF THE PLACE APPOINTED FOR WORSHIP, FOR THE DRUIDS WERE THEIR CONTEMPORARIES." ON THE OTHER HAND, MORIEN, THE MODERN DRUID, DECLARES THESE "TEMPLES WERE THEIR HOLY OF HOLIES." MORIEN'S MASTER, THE LATE ARCHDRUID MYFYR, SPEAKING OF THE GREATEST OF BRITISH TEMPLES, REMARKED--"ITS ANTIQUITY IS SO GREAT AS TO REACH BEHIND THE AGE OF THE CIRCULAR TEMPLES THEMSELVES, INASMUCH AS IT WAS IN ORDER TO CORRESPOND WITH THE DIFFERENT BARDIC POINTS THAT THE STONES WERE SO ARRANGED IN THOSE ANCIENT TEMPLES." MADAME BLAVATSKI GAVE THE THEOSOPHIST'S NOTION IN THESE TERMS--"THE DRUIDICAL CIRCLES, THE DOLMENS, THE TEMPLES OF INDIA, EGYPT, AND GREECE, THE TOWERS, AND THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SEVEN TOWNS OF EUROPE WHICH WERE FOUND CYCLOPEAN IN ORIGIN BY THE FRENCH INSTITUTE, ARE ALL THE WORK OF INITIATED PRIEST-ARCHITECTS, THE DESCENDANTS OF THOSE PRIMARILY TAUGHT BY THE 'SONS OF GOD,' JUSTLY CALLED 'THE BUILDERS." NATURALLY, SHE SOUGHT A SOURCE ANTERIOR TO THE AGE OF DRUIDS. SHE ASCENDED TO THE ANCIENT ARYAN MASTERS IN THIBET. BUT COLONEL FORBES LESLIE ADVANCES FURTHER, SAYING "IT WILL NOT BE DISPUTED THAT THE PRIMITIVE CYCLOPEAN MONUMENTS OF THE DEKHAN WERE CREATED PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE PRESENT DOMINANT RACE--THE HINDOOS." PROFESSOR BENFEY, TOO, CALLED THEM PRE-ARYAN; THEREFORE, OVER FOUR THOUSAND YEARS IN AGE, AT LEAST. A LETTER OF 1692, SUBSEQUENTLY SENT TO THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES, HAD THESE WORDS "ALBEIT FROM THE GENERAL TRADITION THAT THESE MONUMENTS WERE PLACES OF PAGAN WORSHIP, AND FROM THE HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE WE HAVE THAT THE SUPERSTITION OF THE DRUIDS DID TAKE PLACE IN BRITAIN, WE MAY RATIONALLY CONCLUDE THAT THESE MONUMENTS HAVE BEEN TEMPLES OF THE DRUIDS, YET I HAVE FOUND NOTHING HITHERTO, EITHER IN THE NAMES OF THESE MONUMENTS, OR THE TRADITION THAT GOES ABOUT THEM, WHICH DOTH PARTICULARLY RELATE TO THE DRUIDS, OR POINTS THEM OUT." THIS LED DR. JOSEPH ANDERSON, IN HIS SCOTLAND IN PAGAN TIMES, TO OBSERVE "IT IS CLEAR FROM THIS LUCID STATEMENT THAT, IN THE END OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY, THERE WAS NO TRADITION AMONG THE PEOPLE CONNECTING THESE MONUMENTS WITH THE DRUIDS. THEY WERE SIMPLY REGARDED AS PLACES OF PAGAN WORSHIP." MOST PERSONS MAY AGREE WITH RIVETT-CARNAC--"IT SEEMS HARDLY IMPROBABLE THAT THE RUINS IN EUROPE ARE THE REMAINS OF THAT PRIMITIVE FORM OF WORSHIP WHICH IS KNOWN TO HAVE EXTENDED AT ONE TIME OVER A GREAT PORTION OF THE GLOBE" NOT A FEW HAVE DETECTED IN THESE MONUMENTS REMNANTS THE OLD PHALLIC WORSHIP, SOME ILLUSTRATING THE MALE PRINCIPLE AND OTHERS SYMBOLIZING THE FEMALE, DUDLEY'S SYMBOLISM DETECTS THE WORSHIP OF THE FORMER IN THE CIRCLE, AND THE FEMALE IN THE QUADRANGULAR. OTHERS WOULD SEE THE FEMININE IN THE CIRCULAR, AND THE MASCULINE IN THE STANDING STONE ASTRONOMY, SOME THINK, FURNISHES A SOLUTION. THE CIRCLE OF 12 STONES, OR ANY MULTIPLE OF 12, MIGHT REPRESENT CONSTELLATIONS, AS 19 WOULD SUIT A LUNAR PERIOD. DR KENEALY, A PROFICIENT IN MYSTIC STUDIES, WROTE--"DRUIDICAL TEMPLES CALLED ANAMOR WERE COMPOSED OF STONES, DENOTING THE NUMBERS OF THE OLD CONSTELLATION WITH A KEBLA OF 9 STONES NEAR THE CIRCUMFERENCE, ON INSIDE, TO REPRESENT THE SUN IN ITS PROGRESS THROUGH SIGNS." WE MAY ACCEPT THE DICTUM OF DR CLARK, THAT THE STONE CIRCLES WERE THE TEMPLES OF THE BRITISH ISLES; THAT DO TO THE REFORMATION THE GENERAL NAME IN GAELIC FOR CHURCH WAS TEAMPULL, AND IS STILL APPLIED TO THE OLD CULDEE CHURCHES OF THE OUTER HEBRIDES. FORLONG SAYS, "IN SUCH MONUMENTS AS THESE YOU SEE THE VERY EARLIEST IDEA OF TEMPLE" THE COLUMNS TOOK THE PLACE OF TREE-STEMS, AND LATER ON, BECAME CIRCULAR OR SOLAR FORMS. ST MARTIN OF TOURS MENTIONS "A TURRETED FABRIC HIGHLY-POLISHED STONES, OUT OF WHICH ROSE A LOFTY CONE. THIS HAD RELATION TO PHALLIC SUPERSTITION. THE WORSHIP STONES, WAS EXPRESSLY FORBIDDEN BY THE COUNCIL OF NANTES IN THE SEVENTH CENTURY, AND AS LATE AS 1672, BY AN ECCLESIASTICAL ORDINANCE, ORDERING THE DESTRUCTION OF CIRCLES. WELSHMEN WERE SHOWN THE IMPOTENCE OF THESE OBJECTS, BY THE POWER OF ST. DAVID SPLITTING THE CAPSTONE OF MAEN KETTI, IN GOWER. THE IRISH, LIKE THEIR NEIGHBORS, VENERATED THEIR LITHIC TEMPLES. THEY NOT ONLY ANOINTED THEM, AS MAY BE STILL SEEN DONE TO THE SACRED CONE IN INDIA, BUT, DOWN TO A LATE PERIOD, THEY POURED WATER ON THEIR SACRED SURFACE THAT THE DRAUGHT MIGHT CURE THEIR DISEASES. MOLLY GRIME, A RUDE STONE FIGURE, KEPT IN GLENTHAM CHURCH, WAS ANNUALLY WASHED WITH WATER FROM NEWELL WELL; SO WAS THE WOODEN IMAGE OF ST. FUMAC WASHED IN WATER FROM A HOLY WELL NEAR KEITH. BABIES WERE SPRINKLED AT CAIRNS IN WESTERN OR SOUTH SCOTLAND DOWN TO THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. SOME STONES WERE KISSED BY THE FAITHFUL, LIKE THE DRUID'S STONE IN FRONT OF CHARTRES CATHEDRAL, ONCE CAREFULLY KEPT IN THE CRYPT. THE CLOCH-LOBHIRAIS, OF WATERFORD, HAD A GREAT REPUTATION FOR DECIDING DIFFICULT CASES. BUT THIS VIRTUE WAS LOST UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES THUS NARRATED--"BUT THE GOOD STONE, WHICH APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN A REMNANT OF THE GOLDEN AGE, WAS FINALLY SO HORRIFIED AT THE INGENUITY OF A WICKED WOMAN IN DEFENDING HER CHARACTER, THAT IT TREMBLED WITH HORROR AND SPLIT IN TWAIN." IT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN AS SENSIBLE AND SENSITIVE AS WERE THOSE PILLAR-STONES NEAR CORK, WHICH, AS DEVOUTLY ATTESTED, BEING CARRIED OFF TO SERVE SOME VULGAR BUILDING PURPOSES, TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY OF NIGHTLY SHADES TO RETREAT TO THEIR OLD QUARTERS. AT LAST, IN VEXATION, THE BUILDER SHOT THEM INTO THE WATER. AFTER WAITING THE DEPARTURE OF THEIR SACRILEGIOUS CAPTORS, THEY MYSTERIOUSLY GLIDED BACK TO THEIR FORMER STANDING-PLACE. THESE WERE NOT THE ONLY HOLY STONES ENDOWED WITH SENSE AND MOTION. AT THE COMMAND OF A SAINT, THEY HAVE SAFELY BORNE OVER BAYS AND STREAMS ONE STANDING UPON THEM, THE STONE AT THE GRAVE OF ST. DECLAN WAS SEEN TO FLOAT OVER THE SEA WITH HIS BELL, HIS VESTMENTS, AND HIS CANDLE. ST. SENAN, SITTING ON A STONE, WAS CAREFULLY LIFTED WITH IT BY ANGELS TO THE TOP OF A HILL. ST. PATRICK IS CONNECTED WITH THE CROMLECH OF FINTONA, THE SO-CALLED GIANT'S GRAVE. TO REBUKE ONE SKEPTICAL AT TO THE RESURRECTION, HE IS SAID TO HAVE STRUCK THE GRAVEL WITH HIS STAFF OF JESUS, WHEN THE GIANT ROSE FROM THE DEAD THANKFUL FOR A TEMPORARY RESPITE FROM THE PAINS OF HELL. AFTER LEARNING HE HAD BEEN SWINEHERD TO KING LAOGAIRE, THE SAINT RECOMMENDED HIM TO BE BAPTIZED. TO THIS RITE HE SUBMITTED. HE THEN LAY DOWN IN HIS GRAVE IN PEACE SECURE AGAINST FURTHER TORMENT. STORIES OF GIANTS WERE COMMON OF OLD. JOCELIN SPEAKS OF FIONN MAC CON AS ONE OF THEM, AND OSSIAN'S HEROES WERE OFTEN GIGANTIC. BOETIUS RECORDS FIONN AS BEING FIFTEEN CUBITS HIGH. BUT ST. PATRICK'S GIANT WAS REPRESENTED BY ONE BARD AS ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY FEET IN LENGTH. THE TWELVE STONES OF USNECH WERE SAID TO HAVE BEEN CURSED BY THE SAINT, SO THAT THEY COULD NOT BE BUILT INTO ANY STRUCTURE. IN THE CROMLECH ON THE WALSH HILLS, FIN-MAC-COIL WAS SAID TO HAVE KEPT HIS CELEBRATED HOUNDS. A CROMLECH WAS A BETHEL, OR HOUSE OF GOD. ST. DECLAN'S STONE, WATERFORD, HAD A HOLE THROUGH WHICH PEOPLE CRAWLED FOR THE CURE OF MALADIES. THE PILLAR STONE OF FIR BREIGE HAD THE GIFT OF PROPHECY, AND WAS DULY CONSULTED BY THOSE WHO HAD LOST THEIR CATTLE. ONE PILLAR STONE, MUCH FREQUENT IN PAGAN TIMES, SPLIT WITH A GREAT CRASH AFTER A DISCOURSE ON THE BETTER FAITH, WHEN OUT LEAPED A CAT--DOUBTLESS A BLACK ONE. THE ROCK OF CASHEL--FOR AGES A CONSECRATED PLACE--ONCE KNOWN AS ST. PATRICK'S STONE. CASHEL WAS SAID TO HAVE BEEN THE PLACE WHERE ANGELS WERE WAITING FOR THE SAINT'S ARRIVAL IN ERIN. THE TOOTH OF THE SAINT WAS A VENERATED PIECE OF SANDSTONE, WHICH SOMEWHAT RESEMBLED A TOOTH IN SHAPE; POSSIBLY AS MUCH AS GUATAMA'S FOOTSTEP ON ADAM'S PEAK IN CEYLON. ST. COLUMBA, LIKEWISE, AMONG THE HEBRIDES, HAD A REPUTATION FOR STONES. THERE IS HIS RED STONE, HIS BLUE EGG STONE IN SKYE, HIS BLUE STONE OF GLEN COLUMKILLO, HIS STONY BEDS OF PENITENCE, HIS LINGAM STONES, WHICH WORKED MIRACLES. HE WAS BORN ON A STONE HE WAS SUSTAINED IN FAMINE BY SUCKING MEAL FROM THE HOLY STONE OF MOEL-BLATHA. THERE ARE PILLAR STONES, INDICATING PHALLIC ORIGIN. THAT ON TARA HILL WAS POPULARLY KNOWN AS BOD THEARGHAIS, WITH ESPECIAL REFERENCE TO GENERATIVE FORCE. SEVERAL OF THEM BORE NAMES CONNECTING THEM WITH THE TUATHA; AS THE CAIRTEDHE CATHA THUATHA DE DANANN, THEIR PILLAR STONE OF BATTLE. THE SHIP TEMPLE OF MAYO WAS LEABHA NA FATHAC, THE GIANT'S BED. THE CLOCHOER, OR GOLD STONE, AT ORIEL, MONAGHAN COUNTY, SPOKE LIKE AN ORACLE. SO DID THE LIA FAIL, THE OPHITE STONES OF OLD, THE ANOINTED BETYLES OF SANCHONIATHON. IT IS EVEN REPORTED OF EUSEBIUS, THAT HE CARRIED SUCH IN HIS BOSOM TO GET FRESH ORACLES FROM THEM. MOUSSEAUX CALLS SOME MAD STONES. PLINY NOTICES MOVING STONES. THE OLD IRISH HAD THEIR RUMBLING STONES. THE CELTIC CLACHA-BRATH, OR JUDGMENT STONES, MUST HAVE BEEN GIFTED WITH SOUNDING POWER. YET LA VEGA HAS A SIMPLE WAY OF ACCOUNTING FOR THESE REVERENTIAL OBJECTS, AS--"THE DEMONS WORKED ON THEM." ONE MAY CREDIT PRIESTS WITH HYPNOTIC POWER, OR WE MAY THINK, WITH A WRITER, THAT WITHOUT MAGIC THERE COULD HAVE BEEN NO SPEAKING STONES. SOME HOLY STONES HAD CURIOUS HISTORIES. THE HALLOWED PILLOW STONE OF ST. BUTE HAD BEEN FLUNG INTO THE BRAIN OF CONCHOBAR MAC NESSE, WHERE IT STAYED SEVEN YEARS, BUT FELL OUT ONE GOOD FRIDAY. ANOTHER STONE WAS MENTIONED, IN THE BOOK OF LEINSTER, AS CAUSING THE DEATH OF AN OLD WOMAN, 150 YEARS OLD, WHO, HAVING BEEN BROUGHT INTO A GREAT PLAIN, WAS SO CHARMED WITH THE SIGHT, THAT SHE WOULD NEVER GO BACK TO HER MOUNTAINS, PREFERRING DEATH THERE BY KNOCKING HER OLD HEAD UPON THE STONE. ELF-SHOTS--THE STONE ARROW-HEADS OF THEIR ANCESTORS--WERE LONG REGARDED WITH REVERENCE. AS WITH WESTERN ISLANDERS, THEY SERVED AS CHARMS FOR THE IRISH--BEING SOMETIMES SET IN SILVER, AND WORN AS AMULETS ABOUT THE NECK, PROTECTING THE WEARER AGAINST THE SPIRITUAL DISCHARGES OF ELF-SHOTS FROM MALIGNANT ENEMIES. THEY WERE THE ARROWS OF FAIRIES. THEY OUGHT NOT TO BE BROUGHT INTO A HOUSE. IN 1713 LLWYD FOUND THIS SUPERSTITION EXISTING IN THE WEST. MARTIN SPEAKS OF FINDING AT INNISKEA A RUDE-LOOKING STONE KEPT WRAPPED UP IN FLANNEL, AND ONLY IN THE CHARGE OF AN OLD WOMAN, AS FORMERLY WITH A PAGAN PRIESTESS. ON A STORMY CLAY IT MIGHT BE BROUGHT OUT, WITH CERTAIN MAGICAL OBSERVANCES, IN THE CONFIDENT EXPECTATION OF BRINGING A SHIP ON SHORE, FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE WRECK-LOVING ISLANDERS. THE NEEVOUGI, AS THE STONE WAS CALLED, DID SERVICE IN CALMING THE SEA WHEN THE MEN WENT OUT FISHING. IT WAS EQUALLY EFFICACIOUS IN SICKNESS, WHEN CERTAIN CHARMS WERE MUTTERED OVER THE STONE WE HAVE BEEN PRIVATELY SHOWN, BY AN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINE, A SIMILAR SACRED STONE, A QUARTZ CRYSTAL IN THAT CASE, WRAPPED UP IN A DIRTY RAG, PROTECTED FROM THE EYES OF WOMEN. POCOCKE, IN 1760, SAW PIECES OF A STONE ON ICOLMKILL USED TO CURE A PREVALENT FLUX. WALHOUSE REGARDED SUCH SUPERSTITIONS AS BELONGING "TO THE TURANIAN RACES, AND AS ANTAGONISTIC TO THE ARYAN GENIUS AND FEELING" GOMME ESTEEMS "STONE WORSHIP AS OPPOSED TO THE GENERAL BASIS OF ARYAN CULTURE." THE UNSHAPELY STONES WORSHIPPED IN INDIA BELONG TO NON-ARYAN TRIBES. AUTHORS, THEN, CONTEND THAT THIS IRISH FORM OF BELIEF CAME NOT FROM THE CELTS, THOUGH ACCEPTED BY THEM. RHIND AMUSINGLY TALKS OF A "NON-ARYAN NATIVE OF IRELAND, WHO PAID UNWELCOME VISITS TO THIS COUNTRY AS A SCOT; THAT SCOT BY AND BY LEARNED A CELTIC LANGUAGE, AND INSISTED ON BEING TREATED AS A CELT, AS A GOIDEL." AS IT WAS THE NON-ARYAN, OR TARTAR RACE, THAT INTRODUCED MAGIC AND DEVILS INTO ASSYRIA, SO MAY THE SAME HAVE BEEN HERE THE ORIGINATORS OF STONE-WORSHIP, AND OTHER SUPERSTITIONS, LONG BEFORE THE CELTS REACHED THESE ISLANDS. AS WITH OTHER PEOPLES, THE PLUTO AND HIS ATTENDANTS WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN NO LESS CONNECTED WITH CELEBRATED STONES THAN WERE THE GIANTS THEMSELVES. THE STORY TOLD BY A WELSH VISITOR INTO IRELAND, SEVEN HUNDRED YEARS AGO, PRESERVES AN IRISH TRADITION OF STONES--"THERE WAS IN IRELAND, IN ANCIENT TIMES, A PILE OF STONES, WORTHY OF ADMIRATION, CALLED THE GIANTS' DANCE, BECAUSE GIANTS FROM THE REMOTEST PARTS OF AFRICA BROUGHT THEM INTO IRELAND; AND ON THE PLAINS OF KILDARE, NOT FAR FROM THE CASTLE OF THE VAASE, AS WELL BY FORCE OF ART AS STRENGTH, MIRACULOUSLY SET THEM UP. THOSE STONES, ACCORDING TO THE BRITISH STORY, AURELIUS AMBROSIUS, KING OF THE BRITONS, PROCURED MERLIN, BY SUPERNATURAL MEANS, TO BRING FROM IRELAND INTO BRITAIN." THIS ORIGIN OF STONEHENGE WAS LONG ACCEPTED AS HISTORY. IF NOT HOLY STONES, THEY WERE, AT LEAST, INDEBTED FOR THEIR RAMBLING TO THE EXERCISE OF DEMONIACAL OR OCCULT POWERS. THEY CAME NOT FROM HEAVEN, AS DID THOSE OF PHRYGIA, MOUNT IDA. VARIOUS AUTHORS HAVE CONTENDED THAT OUR ANCESTORS IN THE BRITISH ISLES WERE NEVER SO LOST TO COMMON SENSE AS TO WORSHIP OR REVERENCE STONES, THOUGH OTHER PEOPLES MAY HAVE DONE SO. O'CURRY CONSIDERS CROMLECHS "NEVER WERE INTENDED AND NEVER USED AS ALTARS, OR PLACES OF SACRIFICE OF ANY KIND; THAT THEY WERE NOT IN ANY SENSE OF THE WORD DRUIDICAL." IN THIS OPINION HE IS OPPOSED TO WELSH, ENGLISH, AND IRISH WRITERS. BUT ARTHUR CLIVE DECLARED "OUR IRISH ANCESTORS OF ARYAN RACE WORSHIPPED THE AIR, STONE, AND FIRE." FORBES LESLIE CONCEIVES THAT MANY FIGURES REPRESENTED ON STONES "ARE DISCONNECTED FROM ANY CHRISTIAN SYMBOL." CERTAINLY, THE COMB SHAPE, SO COMMON UPON INSCRIBED STONES, MAY BE VIEWED ON INDO-SCYTHIAN COINS. THE ZIGZAG WAS A GNOSTIC SIGN. THE DOUBLE DISC AND SCEPTER SYMBOL MAY REFER TO SOLAR WORSHIP, AS THAT OF THE CRESCENT AND SCEPTER TO LUNAR WORSHIP. A BUDDHIST ORIGIN IS ATTRIBUTED TO INSCRIPTIONS BY G. MOORE. DR. LONGMUIR CONSIDERS THEM "THE EARLIEST, EXISTING RECORDS OF THE IDEAS" CHERISHED IN THESE ISLANDS. LESLIE LOOKS AT THEM AS ASSOCIATED WITH OLD ORIENTAL DIVINATION TATE ESTEEMS THEM "TO EXPRESS SOME RELIGIOUS SENTIMENTS, OR TO AID IN THE PERFORMANCE OF SOME RELIGIOUS RITES." NOT A FEW, REGARD THEM AS EMBLEMS OF RELIGIOUS WORSHIP. THE MEANING OF THE CUP SYMBOL--OBSERVED ON STONES AT FERMANAGH, AND IN THE WEST OF KERRY--HAS PUZZLED THE LEARNED. IN INDIA IT IS FREQUENTLY FOUND BOTH WITH AND WITHOUT GROOVES. THE COMMON OBSERVANCE UPON KISTVAENS AND ON MORTUARY URNS, WOULD SEEM TO BEAR A RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE. PROFESSOR T. J. SIMPSON IMAGINES THE EMBLEM "CONNECTED IN SOME WAY WITH THE RELIGIOUS THOUGHT AND DOCTRINES OF THOSE WHO CARVED THEM" HE SAW NO REASON TO DOUBT THE ORIGIN OF CUP AND RING BEING STILL EARLIER THAN EVEN THE AGE OF THE EARLIEST CELTS. VALLENCEY, COMMENTING UPON THE SPIRAL MARKS AT NEW GRANGE, FANCIFULLY SAYS, "THE THREE SYMBOLS (3 SPIRALS) REPRESENT THE SUPREME BEING OR FIRST CAUSE." THE MOST WONDERFUL AND DEEPLY REVERENCED IRISH STONE WAS THE FÂL, BY SOME STRANGELY ENOUGH IDENTIFIED WITH THE CORONATION STONE BROUGHT BY KING EDWARD FROM SCOTLAND TO WESTMINSTER ABBEY. ARBOIS DE JUBAINVILLE GIVES THIS ACCOUNT OF IT: CONN CETCHATHACH, CHIEF KING OF IRELAND. IN THE SECOND CENTURY, ACCIDENTALLY PUT HIS FOOT ON A MAGICAL STONE CALLED FÂL, WHICH HAD BEEN BROUGHT TO IRELAND BY THE TUATHA DE DANANN. IT CRIED OUT, SO THAT ALL IN TARA HEARD IT. THREE DRUIDS PRESENT WERE ASKED WHAT THE CRY MEANT, WHERE THE STONE CAME FROM, WHITHER IT WOULD GO, AND WHO HAD BROUGHT IT TO TARA? THEY ASKED A DELAY OF FIFTY-THREE DAYS, WHEN THEY ANSWERED ALL BUT THE FIRST QUESTION. THEY COULD ONLY SAY THAT THE STONE HAD PROPHESIED. THE NUMBER OF ITS CRIES WAS THE NUMBER OF THE KINGS OF THE ROYAL RACE, BUT THE DRUIDS COULD NOT TELL THEIR NAMES. LUG THEN APPEARS TO THEM, TAKES CONN TO HIS PALACE, AND PROPHESIES TO HIM THE LENGTH OF HIS REIGN, AND THE NAMES OF HIS SUCCESSORS. A NUMBER OF IDLE LEGENDS ARE ATTACHED TO THE FAL STONE. AS LATE AS 1649, COMMISSIONERS WERE APPOINTED BY THE SCOTTISH GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO DISPEL THE POPULAR SUPERSTITIONS RESPECTING SACRED STONES. IN IRELAND THE SUPERSTITIOUS OBSERVANCES HAD A LONGER POSSESSION OF PEOPLE'S MINDS. AS CIRCLES ARE KNOWN IN ICELANDIC AS DOMH-RINGR, OR DOOM RINGS OF JUDGMENT, IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED THAT STONEHENGE ITSELF MAY HAVE BEEN A CHIEF SEAT OF JUDGMENT WITH THE FOREIGN COLONY, WHOSE CAPITAL ON SALISBURY PLAIN MAY HAVE BEEN SORBIODUNUM, AFTERWARDS SARUM. CLEMENS ALEXANDRINUS SPOKE OF STONES AS IMAGES OF GOD. AURELIUS ANTONINUS BROUGHT TO ROME A BLACK STONE, AND PAID HOMAGE TO IT. THE LAPLANDERS, UNTIL LATELY, SACRIFICED THE REINDEER TO A STONE. LACTANTIUS RECORDS THE WORSHIP OF TERMINUS IN THE FORM OF A STONE. DAMASCIUS MENTIONS CONSECRATED STONES IN SYRIA. BLACK STONES ARE STILL HONORED AT MECCA, BENARES, AND ELSEWHERE. HERODIAN NAMES ONE WORSHIPPED BY THE PHŒNICIANS, SINCE IT FELL FROM HEAVEN. IN A LETTER TO SIR JOSEPH BANKS, BY OUR NEAPOLITAN MINISTER, THE ANTIQUARY SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON, THERE IS AN ALLUSION TO A STANDING STONE AT ISURNIA, THAT WAS DULY DEDICATED TO SAINTS COSMO AND DOMIANO. ASTLE, F.R.S., IN 1798, REMARKED--"THE ANCIENT PRACTICE OF CONSECRATING PAGAN ANTIQUITIES TO RELIGIOUS PURPOSES HAS BEEN CONTINUED TO MODERN TIMES."
ANIMAL WORSHIP
THAT RELIGION WAS EARLY ASSOCIATED WITH ANIMALS ADMITS OF NO QUESTION THE APIS WORSHIP OF EGYPT PREVAILED SEVERAL THOUSAND YEARS BEFORE CHRIST. ANIMALS HAVE SERVED AS TOTEMS TO THE TRIBES OF AMERICA AND OTHER PARTS, BUT HAVE BEEN CERTAINLY REGARDED AS RELIGIOUS SYMBOLS IN MOST LANDS. THE FOUR EVANGELISTS ARE TO THIS DAY SYMBOLIZED BY SUCH CREATURES. HOW FAR THIS REVERENCE, FROM ASSOCIATION WITH AN IDEA, DEGENERATED INTO ABSOLUTE WORSHIP OF THE LIVING THING, IS A WELL-RECOGNIZED FACT OF HISTORY. EVERY ONE KNOWS THAT THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC, TO DISTINGUISH PERIODS OF TIME, WERE NAMED AFTER ANIMALS, AND ARE SO TO THIS DAY. THE CHINESE CYCLE IS CALLED AFTER THE RAT, OX, TIGER, HARE, DRAGON, SERPENT, HORSE, GOAT, MONKEY, COCK, DOG, AND PIG. ABEL REMUSAT NOTES "THE CYCLE OF TWELVE ANIMALS, IMAGINED BY THE KIRGHIS, AND NOW IN USE THROUGH NEARLY ALL EASTERN ASIA." IRISH LITERATURE IS FULL OF TALES RESPECTING ANIMALS, PARTICULARLY IN CONNECTION WITH SORCERY CATS, DOGS, BULLS, COWS, HORSES, AND BOARS, FIGURE LARGELY THEREIN. ST. KIARAN FRUSTRATED THE MISCHIEF INTENDED BY A CAT, IN THE DISCHARGE OF A RED-HOT BAR FROM A BLACKSMITH'S FORGE. BECAUSE SO MANY IRISH STORIES ARE ABOUT THE MAGICAL FEATS OF LOWER ANIMALS, AND SUCH A NUMBER OF PLACES IN IRELAND ARE NAMED AFTER THEM, IT HAS BEEN SUPPOSED, SAID PATRICK KENNEDY, THAT THE EARLY IRISH PAID THEM THE SAME DIVINE HONORS AS THE EGYPTIANS HAD DONE. BIRDS SHARE IN THE VENERATION. THE DOVE, WHICH WAS HELD SACRED AT HIERAPOLIS, AND THE SYMBOL OF MITHRAS, WAS HONORED IN WEST SCOTLAND AND IN IRELAND; FOR BOLLANDUS RECORDS THAT "A SNOW-WHITE DOVE, WITH A GOLDEN BILL, WAS WONT TO SIT ON THE HEAD OF ST. KENTIGARN WHILE OCCUPIED IN SACRED RITES." THE NAME OF ST. COLUMBA ALSO SUGGESTS THE DOVE. THE WREN IS NOT YET FORGOTTEN IN IRELAND. IT WAS THOUGHT TO BE THE KING OF BIRDS. IT WAS HUNTED AS THE CUTTY WREN, AND IS STILL HUNTED ON ST. STEPHEN'S DAY, THE 26TH OF DECEMBER, THE WINTER SOLSTICE. THERE, AND IN WESTERN SCOTLAND, IT HAS BEEN KNOWN AS THE LADY OF HEAVEN'S HEN, WITH THIS REFRAIN "THE WREN! THE WREN! THE KING OF ALL BIRDS, ST. STEPHEN'S DAY WAS CAUGHT IN THE FURZE; ALTHOUGH HE IS LITTLE, HIS FAMILY'S GREAT, I PRAY YOU, GOOD LANDLADY, GIVE US A TRATE." THE FRENCH HUNT AND KILL IT, DEVOTIONALLY, ON TWELFTH DAY. CONTRIBUTIONS SHOULD THEN BE COLLECTED IN A STOCKING. AFTER THE BIRD HAS BEEN SOLEMNLY BURIED IN THE CHURCHYARD, A FEAST AND A DANCE TERMINATE THE CEREMONY. THE WREN IN SOME WAY SYMBOLIZED THE SUN, AND WAS ONCE SACRIFICED TO PLUTO. IT PERHAPS REPRESENTED THE WEAK SUN. MORIEN TELLS HIS READERS--"THE DRUIDS, INSTEAD OF A DOVE, EMPLOYED A WREN TO SYMBOLIZE THE SUN'S DIVINITY ESCAPING INTO AN ARKITE SHRINE, TO SAVE HIMSELF FROM HIS MURDEROUS PURSUERS." "THE WORSHIPFUL ANIMAL," SAYS J. G. FRAZER, "IS KILLED WITH SPECIAL SOLEMNITY ONCE A YEAR; AND BEFORE OR IMMEDIATELY AFTER DEATH HE IS PROMENADED FROM DOOR TO DOOR, THAT EACH OF HIS WORSHIPPERS MAY RECEIVE A PORTION OF THE DIVINE VIRTUES THAT ARE SUPPOSED TO EMANATE FROM THE DEAD OR DYING GOD." THE HARE, IN LIKE MANNER, WAS HUNTED ONCE A YEAR, BUT THAT WAS ON MAY-DAY. THE MODERN IRISHMAN FANCIED IT ROBBED HIS MILCH COWS OF THE SWEET DRAUGHT THAT BELONGED BY RIGHT TO HIMSELF. ON THE OTHER HAND, HARES HAVE BEEN STYLED ST. MONACELLA'S LAMBS--BEING PLACED UNDER HER SPECIAL PROTECTION. THE HARE, HOWEVER, WAS CERTAINLY REVERENCED IN EGYPT, AND AT DENDERA WAS TO BE SEEN THE HARE-HEADED DEITY. CÆSAR MENTIONS THAT THE CELTS WOULD NOT EAT OF THE ANIMAL, ANY MORE THAN DID THE PYTHAGOREANS. IN IRISH TALES WITCH-HARES ARE DECLARED TO BE ONLY CAUGHT BY A BLACK GREYHOUND. ELSEWHERE IT IS STATED, THAT IN THE CASHEL CATHEDRAL AN ORNAMENT FIGURES A COUPLE OF HARES COMPLACENTLY FEEDING UPON SOME TRILOBED FOLIAGE, AS THE SHAMROCK. ONLY A FEW MONTHS SINCE A TRAVELER GAVE AN ILLUSTRATION OF THE PERSISTENCE OF SOME MEANING BEING ATTACHED TO THE HARE, EVEN AMONG THE EDUCATED AND CHRISTIAN FISHERMEN OF ABERDEEN. WHEN OUT AT SEA, AND IN SOME DANGER FROM BAD WEATHER, IT IS THOUGHT UNFORTUNATE, AND EVEN CALAMITOUS, FOR ANY ONE IN THE BOAT TO MENTION THE NAME OF THIS CREATURE. THAT ANIMAL REVERENCE, TO SAY THE LEAST OF IT, CONTINUED NOT IN IRELAND ALONE, BUT EVEN IN SCOTLAND, AMONG THOSE OF THE SAME RACE, TO QUITE MODERN TIMES, IS MANIFEST FROM THE FIERCE DENUNCIATION OF CERTAIN PRACTICES RELATING THERETO. THE PRESBYTERY OF DINGWALL, ROSS, ON SEPTEMBER 5, 1656, MADE SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE HEATHENISH CUSTOM THEN PREVALENT IN THE NORTH, OF POURING OUT LIBATIONS OF MILK UPON HILLS, OF ADORING STONES AND WELLS, AND ABOVE ALL, OF SACRIFICING BULLS! THE OSSIANIC TRANSACTIONS CONTAIN SOME REFERENCES TO THE IRISH HOLY BULLS AND COWS. THE BULL HAS BEEN CALLED THE DEITY OF THE ARK. IN OWEN CONNELAN'S TRANSLATION OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE GREAT BARDIC INSTITUTION, IS AN ACCOUNT OF A MAGICAL COW WHICH SUPPLIED MILK TO NINE SCORE NUNS OF TUAM-DAGHNALAN. THIS IS VERY LIKE THE TALE OF THE TUATH SMITH'S GLAS GAIBHNE, OR GREY COW, WHICH NOURISHED A LARGE FAMILY AND ITS NUMEROUS DEPENDENTS. THOUGH STOLEN BY THE GENERAL OF THE ROVING FOMORIANS, SHE CONTRIVED TO LIE ON, AND PRACTICE HER BENEVOLENCE UNTIL THE FIFTH CENTURY. HER CAMPING PLACES, NUMEROUS AS THEY WERE, ARE LOCALITIES RECOGNIZED BY IRISH COUNTRY FOLK TO THIS DAY. THERE IS ALSO THE STORY OF DIARMUID MAC CEARBHALL, HALF DRUID, HALF CHRISTIAN, WHO KILLED HIS SON, BECAUSE HE HAD CAUSED THE DEATH OF A SACRED COW. AS TO THE NINE SCORE NUNS OF TUAM, IT MUST BE NOTICED THAT THE WORD CAILACH SERVED ALIKE FOR NUN AND DRUIDESS. THIS LED W. HACKETT, IN THE TRANSACTIONS, TO OBSERVE "THE PROBABILITY IS THAT THEY WERE PAGAN DRUIDESSES, AND THAT THE COWS WERE LIVING IDOLS LIKE APIS, OR IN SOME SENSE CONSIDERED SACRED ANIMALS." THE PIG MUST BE PLACED AMONG THE SACRED ANIMALS OF IRELAND, AS IT WAS OF VARIOUS NATIONS OF ANTIQUITY. WAS NOT THE PLACE KNOWN OF OLD AS MUCINIS, OR HOG ISLAND? DID NOT GIRALDUS CAMBRENSIS SAY IN THE TWELFTH CENTURY THAT HE HAD NEVER SEEN SO MANY SWINE AS IN IRELAND? AND WHO WOULD DISPUTE THE HONOR GIVEN STILL TO "THE GENTLEMAN WHO PAYS THE RENT"? THE BOAR WAS SACRED TO DIANA, WHO SENT FORTH THE DESTROYING CALYDONIAN BOAR TO RAVAGE THE COUNTRY, BUT WHICH WAS SLAIN BY THESEUS. THE HINDOO DIVINE MOTHER VARAHI WAS THE EARTH SOW. THE THIRD AVATAR OF VISHNU, VARAHA, HAD A BOAR'S HEAD. A CYPRUS GEM BEARS THE IMAGE OF A FLYING BOAR, BELIEVED TO REPRESENT ADONIS, WHO WAS KILLED BY A BOAR. SACRIFICES OF BLACK PIGS WERE MADE TO MARS SYLVANUS. THE SOW WAS SACRED TO ISIS, AND SACRIFICED TO OSIRIS. IT WAS SACRED TO DEMETER OR CERES, AS REPRESENTING THE CORN SPIRIT. IN EGYPT, DURING LATER PERIODS, THE BOAR PERSONATED TYPHON. IN THE PICTURE OF THE LAST JUDGMENT, TO BE SEEN ON THE FAMOUS SARCOPHAGUS AT THE SLOANE MUSEUM OF LINCOLN'S INN FIELDS, THE CONDEMNED SOUL IS OBSERVED TRANSFORMED INTO A PIG. ONE OF THE PHŒNICIAN GODS IS BEHELD HOLDING ONE BY THE TAIL. THE JEWS WERE NOT TO KEEP, EAT, OR EVEN TOUCH THE CREATURE, WHICH WAS HELD SACRED, AS DEVOTED TO EVIL. CERTAIN PASSAGES, AS ISA. LXV. 3 AND 4, AND LXVI. 3 AND 17, ARE CURIOUS IN RELATION TO IT. "ALTHOUGH SWINE AND THEIR HERDSMEN," SAYS GLADSTONE, "WERE DEEMED UNCLEAN, THERE WAS A VERY PARTICULAR AND SOLEMN INJUNCTION FOR THE SACRIFICE OF TWO SWINE TO OSIRIS, AND TO THE MOON, BY EVERY EGYPTIAN. THE POOR, WHO COULD NOT SUPPLY THE ANIMALS, OFFERED THE FIGURES OF SWINE MADE OF DOUGH." THE PHŒNICIAN PRIESTS, LIKE THOSE OF DRUIDISM, WERE CALLED SWINE. A SOW FIGURE HAS BEEN FOUND IN THE RUINS OF THE MASHONALAND ZIMBABWE, BOTH ON POTTERY AND CARVED IN SOAPSTONE. MAHOMET WAS SATISFIED THAT SO UNCLEAN AN ANIMAL DID NOT EXIST BEFORE THE ARK DAYS. THE PIG WAS ONCE SLAIN FOR DIVINATION PURPOSES. THE PROPHET OF OLD CONDEMNED THOSE WHO SACRIFICED IN GARDENS, AND WHO ATE SWINE'S FLESH. WAS IT BECAUSE THE NEIGHBORING SYRIANS WERE ACCUSTOMED, IN FEAR, TO DO HOMAGE TO THE DESTROYER OF ADONIS? OR, DID THE JEWS ABSTAIN FROM EATING IT, FROM THE FEAR OF OFFENDING AN ADVERSE POWER? THE NORSEMEN OFFERED THE PIG TO THEIR SUN-GOD, KILLED AT THE WINTER SOLSTICE. THE ANIMAL APPEARS ON GAULISH COINS, UNDER OR OVER A HORSE AND THE FLEUR-DE-LIS. IT WAS THE NATIONAL SYMBOL OF GAUL, AS SEEN IN THEIR STANDARDS. THE SOW AND ITS YOUNG ARE ODDLY ASSOCIATED WITH A SEARCH AFTER A SACRED SPOT ÆNEAS, WHEN IN ITALY, WAS SAID TO HAVE BUILT HIS TOWN WHERE HE MET A SOW WITH THIRTY SUCKLING’S. ON THE FRONT OF CROYLAND ABBEY MAY STILL BE SEEN THE SCULPTURED SOW AND PIGS, UNDER A TREE, THAT LED THE FOUNDER OF THIS MONASTERY TO FIX HIS ABODE ON THE ISLAND OF THE FENS. A BRETON POEM, AR RANNOCK--(THE NUMBERS) MENTIONS A WILD SOW, WITH HER FIVE YOUNG ONES, THAT CALLED THE 'CHILDREN UNDER AN APPLE-TREE, WHEN THE WILD BOAR CAME TO GIVE THEM A LESSON. A WELSH POEM BEGINS WITH--"GIVE EAR, LITTLE PIGS "--MEANING DISCIPLES. ONE OF THE TRIADS SPEAKS OF THREE POWERFUL SWINEHERDS. THE PRIEST OF CERIDWEN OR HWCH WAS TURCH, THE BOAR. THE ANIMAL IS PROMINENT ON THE CROSS OF DROSTEN, FORFARSHIRE. GLASTONBURY IS SAID TO BE DERIVED FROM GLASTEING, WHO, AFTER A SOW WITH EIGHT LEGS, FOUND HER WITH HER YOUNG ONES UNDER AN APPLE-TREE; UPON WHICH HE WAS CONTENT TO DIE ON THAT SPOT. BOTH ST. GERMANUS AND ST PATRICK ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE ANIMAL. DOWN TO THE MIDDLE AGES, SAYS AN AUTHOR, SOME SUPERNATURAL POWER IS ASCRIBED TO IT, AS WE READ OF A SOW BEING TRIED FOR WITCHCRAFT, PRONOUNCED GUILTY, AND DULY EXECUTED. IT MAY BE PRESUMED THAT NO ONE, HOWEVER MUCH ADMIRING PORK, PARTOOK OF HER FLESH. THE IRISH BREHON LAW HAD THESE TWO REFERENCES TO IT "THE PIG HAS A TRIPARTITE DIVISION: ONE-THIRD FOR HER BODY, ONE-THIRD FOR HER EXPECTATION, AND ONE-THIRD FOR HER FARROW." THE "TRESPASS OF SWINE" IS DESCRIBED AS "THE CRIMES OF THE PIGS." ALL SUCH CREATURES WERE ORDERED TO BE KEPT IN THE STYE AT NIGHT. THE STORY OF THE BOAR OF BEANN GULBAIN, WHICH CAUSED THE DEATH OF DIARMUID, THE CAPTOR OF THE BEAUTIFUL GRAINE, AFTER HE HAD KILLED IT, THROUGH HIS HEEL BEING PIERCED BY ITS BRISTLES, IS VERY LIKE THE CLASSICAL ONE OF THE, DEATH OF ADONIS. HEROES WERE ACCUSTOMED TO FIGHT AGAINST WILD BOARS AND ENCHANTERS. DRUIDS WERE RATHER FOND OF PIGS, SINCE THESE HAD A LIKING FOR ACORNS, THE PRODUCE OF THE SAINTLY OAK. YET THEY, AS PRIESTS, WERE THE SWINE OF MON, AND SWINE OF THE SACRED CORD. LIKE THE CABIN, THEY WERE YOUNG SWINE. THE DRUIDS WERE MUCH GIVEN TO TRANSFORMING PERSONS INTO WHAT WERE KNOWN AS DRUIDIC PIGS. WHEN THE MILESIANS SOUGHT FOR IRELAND IN THEIR VOYAGE, THE TUATHA, BY MAGIC, CAUSED A FOG TO RISE SO AS TO MAKE THE LAND ASSUME THE APPEARANCE OF A LARGE PIG; WHENCE IT GOT THE APPELLATION OF INIS NA MUICI, OR ISLE OF PIG, OR MUC INIS, HOG ISLAND. A WONDERFUL TALE IS TOLD OF A FABULOUS PIG KEPT BY A KING OF LEINSTER, MESGEGRA MAC DATHO, WHO FED IT DAILY FROM THE MILK OF SIXTY COWS WELSH STORIES ARE TOLD OF FIGHTING SWINE. AT THE END OF A WELSH BONFIRE, THE PEOPLE USED TO SHOUT OUT, "THE CROPPED BLACK SOW SEIZE THE HINDERMOST!" WHEN ALL WOULD RUN IN HASTE AWAY. THE PIG, IN IRISH, MUC, ORC, AND TORC--WHEN A POSSESSED ANIMAL, WAS A DECIDED DANGER AS WELL AS NUISANCE. THE HERO FIONN HAD SEVERAL NOTABLE ADVENTURES IN PURSUIT OF SUCH, AS THE TORC OF GLEN TOREIN, AND THE BOAR OF SLIEVE MUCK. ACCORDING TO AN OGHAM INSCRIPTION AT BALLYQUIN, THE PIG WAS SACRED TO THE GODDESS ANAR AINE. IT IS SAID, "A SACRIFICE OF SWINE IS THE SOVEREIGN RIGHT OF ANA." THERE STILL SACRED PIGS IN SOME BUDDHIST TEMPLES. TACITUS SPEAKS OF THE AESTII (OF NORTH GERMANY) WORSHIPPING THE GODDESS FRIGA, AFTER WHOM OUR FRIDAY IS CALLED, IN THE FORM OF A PIG. AS THE REV J. RICE-BYRNE TRANSLATES THE PASSAGE "THEY WORSHIP THE MOTHER OF THE GODS. AS THE EMBLEM OF THEIR SUPERSTITION, THEY ARE USED TO BEAR THE FIGURES BOARS": IN SACRED PROCESSIONS TO FRIGA. IN THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE GREAT BARDIC INSTITUTION (IN THERE IS A PAPER BY W. HACKETT, WHO WRITES "IN PAGAN TIMES, THE PIG WAS HELD AS SACRED IN IRELAND AS IT IS HELD AT THE PRESENT DAY IN THE RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS OF INDIA AND CHINA." IT WAS HIS EXPRESSED OPINION THAT "ALL THE LEGENDS OF PORCINE ANIMALS, WHICH ABOUND IN IRELAND, WALES, AND SCOTLAND, HAD REFERENCE TO THE SUPPRESSION OF A FORM OF IDOLATRY, ANALOGOUS TO, IF NOT IDENTICAL WITH, THE EXISTING WORSHIP OF THE HINDOO DEITY, VISHNU, IN HIS AVATAR AS A BOAR." CERTAINLY, THE IRISH, LIKE THE GERMANS, ARE STILL ADMIRERS OF THE PIG. WITCHES AND PIGS ARE MIXED UP IN STORIES; BUT, THEN, GOMME'S ETHNOLOGY IN FOLKLORE TELLS US "THE CONNECTION BETWEEN WITCHES AND THE LOWER ANIMALS IS A VERY CLOSE ONE." IT HAS BEEN AFFIRMED THAT THE FOOTMARKS OF ST. MANCHAN'S COW CAN YET BE DISTINGUISHED UPON THE STONES IT WALKED OVER IN IRELAND. ANIMALS WERE KNOWN TO BE OFFERED BY IRISH AND SCOTCH DOWN TO THE LAST CENTURY, AND IT IS RECORDED THAT A CALF WAS PUBLICLY BURNT IN 1800 BY CORNISHMEN TO STOP A MURRAIN. A SHEEP WAS SOMETIMES OFFERED FOR THE LIKE PURPOSE IN SOME PARTS OF ENGLAND. IN 1678 FOUR MEN WERE TRIED "FOR SACRIFICING A BULL IN A HEATHENISH MANNER IN THE ISLAND OF ST. RUFFUS FOR THE RECOVERY OF HEALTH OF CIRSTANE MACKENZIE." ANIMALS WERE ALSO KILLED IN HONOR OF ST. MARTIN'S DAY. A REMARKABLE STORY IS QUOTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE FOLKLORE SOCIETY, FROM AN OLD WRITER, OF SHEEP BEING OFFERED TO A WOODEN IMAGE IN TIMES OF SICKNESS. THE SKIN OF THE SHEEP WAS PUT ROUND THE SICK PERSON, AND THE NEIGHBORS DEVOUTLY ATE THE CARCASE. THIS OCCURRED AT BALLYVOURNEY, COUNTY CORK. THE STORY IS RELATED IN THE FOLLY OF PILGRIMAGES.
THE SHAMROCK, AND OTHER SACRED PLANTS.
THE SHAMROCK IS EVEN MORE TYPICAL OF IRELAND THAN THE OAK IS OF BRITAIN, AND WAS THE GREATER OBJECT OF REVERENCE AND REGARD.             "CHOSEN LEAF OF BARD AND CHIEF, OLD ERIN'S NATIVE SHAMROCK! SAYS VALOR, 'SEE THEY SPRING FOR ME, THOSE LEAFY GEMS OF MORNING!'               SAYS LOVE, 'NO, NO, FOR ME THEY GROW, MY FRAGRANT PATH ADORNING!' BUT WIT PERCEIVES THE TRIPLE LEAVES, AND CRIES, 'O DO NOT SEVER A TYPE THAT BLENDS THREE GOD-LIKE FRIENDS, LOVE, VALOR, WIT, FOR EVER! O! THE SHAMROCK, THE GREEN, IMMORTAL SHAMROCK!" BUT MOORE MIGHT HAVE ADDED THE CLAIMS OF RELIGION. IS IT NOT A SACRED EMBLEM OF THE TRINITY? DOES NOT THE LEGEND REMIND US OF ST PATRICK CONVINCING HIS DOUBTING HEARERS OF THE TRUTH OF THE THREE IN ONE DOCTRINE, BY HOLDING UP A PIECE OF SHAMROCK? IT IS TRUE THAT THE PHILOSOPHICAL MAGAZINE, JUNE 1830, THROWS SOME DOUBT ON THE STORY, SINCE THE THREE-LEAVED WHITE CLOVER, NOW ACCEPTED AS THE SYMBOL, WAS HARDLY EXPANDED SO EARLY IN THE YEAR AS ST. PATRICK'S DAY; AND IRISHMEN TO THIS DAY DO NOT AGREE WHICH IS THE REAL SHAMROCK. THE TREFOIL THAT WAS SOUR WAS CERTAINLY EATEN BY PRIMITIVE IRISH, WHILE THE WHITE CLOVER, NOT BEING SOUR, WAS NOT EATEN. IT MAY, THEREFORE, HAVE BEEN THE WOOD SORREL, TREFOIL OUT IN EARLY SPRING. SPENSER SAYS--"IF THEY FOUND A PLOT OF WATERCRESSES OR SHAMROCKS, THERE THEY FLOCKED AS A FEAST" WYTHER WROTE--"AND FEED ON SHAMROOKS AS THE IRISH DOE." THE WORD SHAMROCK, OR SHAMROG, IS APPLIED TO VARIOUS TREFOILS, HOWEVER, BY ERSE AND GAELIC WRITERS, THOUGH ANCIENT HERBALISTS KNEW ONLY THE SOUR VARIETY BY THAT APPELLATION. THE GAELIC SEAMAROG IS THE LITTLE SEAMAR TREFOIL. DR. MOORE OF GLASNEVIN DECLARES THE BLACK NONSUCH (MEDICAGO LUPULINA) TO BE THE TRUE SHAMROCK, THOUGH THE WHITE CLOVER IS OFTEN SOLD FOR IT. THE PIOUS ANGELICO INTRODUCED THE WHITE CLOVER IN HIS SACRED PICTURES, LIKE THE CRUCIFIXION, AND AS RUSKIN THINKS, "WITH A VIEW TO ITS CHEMICAL PROPERTY." ITS ANTIQUITY IS VOUCHED FOR. DR. MADDEN SINGS "'TIS THE SUNSHINE OF ERIN THAT GLIMMERED OF OLD ON THE BANNERS OF GREEN WE HAVE LOVED TO BEHOLD, ON THE SHAMROCK OF ERIN AND THE EMERALD ISLE." ANCIENT BARDS DECLARE THAT IT WAS AN OBJECT OF WORSHIP WITH THE REMOTE RACE OF TUATH-DE-DANAANS. IT WAS THE EMBLEM OF THE VERNAL EQUINOX WITH THE DRUIDS. GREEK EMBLEMS OF THE EQUINOX WERE TRIFORM. AS THE SEAMRAG, IT WAS LONG USED AS AN ANODYNE, BEING SEEN GATHERED FOR THAT PURPOSE BY SCOTCH WIVES AS LATE AS 1794; IT MUST, HOWEVER, BE GATHERED BY THE LEFT HAND IN SILENCE, TO PRESERVE ITS VIRTUES. THE FOUR-LEAVED SHAMROCK IS CALLED MARY'S SHAMROCK. ACCORDING TO AN ENGRAVING IN LEDWICH'S ANTIQUITIES OF IRELAND, THE SHAMROCK APPEARS ON THE OLDEST IRISH COIN. IT IS THE BADGE OF THE ORDER OF ST. PATRICK, FOUNDED IN 1783, BUT THE NATIONAL BADGE SINCE 1801. PALE OR CAMBRIDGE BLUE, NOT GREEN, IS THE TRUE NATIONAL COLOR OF IRELAND. BUT IRELAND CANNOT CLAIM SOLE POSSESSION OF IT AS A SACRED SYMBOL. IT WAS THE THREE-LEAVED WAND OF HERMES, THE TRIPLE ORACLE OF THE ANCIENTS. IT WAS THE THREE-LEAVED SCEPTER OF TRIPHYLLIAN JOVE. IT WAS SEEN ON THE HEAD OF ISIS, OF OSIRIS, AND OF A GOD OF MEXICO. IT WAS RECOGNIZED BOTH ON PERSIAN AND IRISH CROWNS. WE PERCEIVE UPON A MONUMENT FROM NINEVEH A COUPLE OF SACRED HARES ENGAGED IN DEVOURING IT. THE BERLIN MUSEUM HAS A REPRESENTATION OF SOME RUDE SATYRS JESTINGLY OFFERING IT TO A WOMAN. ARTISTS, IN THE MIDDLE AGES, HAVE SHAMELESSLY MADE IT THE PLANT PRESENTED BY THE ANGEL TO THE VIRGIN MARY. THE BISMARCKS USE THE SHAMROCK WITH THE MOTTO "IN TRINITATE ROBUR." THE SACRED PALASA OF INDIA HAS TRIPLE LEAVES. THE FRENCH, LIKE THE IRISH, RETAINED IT AS A NATIONAL SYMBOL. TO THIS HOUR THE THREE-LEAVED, OR FLEUR-DE-LIS PLANT IS PRESERVED AS A SACRED, SYMBOL IN ARCHITECTURE, ON ALTAR-CLOTHS, THE EMBLEM BEING NOW SEEN IN NONCONFORMIST CHURCHES AS WELL AS IN THE EPISCOPALIAN. IT WAS THE THREE-IN-ONE MYSTERY. "ADORNING THE HEAD OF OSIRIS, IT FELL OFF AT THE MOMENT OF HIS DEATH. AS THE TREFOIL SYMBOLIZED GENERATIVE FORCE IN MAN, THE LOSS OF THE GARLAND WAS THE DEPRIVATION OF VIGOR IN THE GOD, OR, AS SOME THINK, THE SUSPENSION OF ANIMAL STRENGTH. IN WINTER" IN THE DUBLIN MUSEUM IS A BEAUTIFUL COPPER VESSEL, OR PLATE, WITH THE TREFOIL, FROM JAPAN. IN THE MELLOR CHURCH OF DERBYSHIRE IS A VERY ANCIENT FONT, WITH RUDE FIGURES, HORSES, AND MEN WITH NORMAN HELMETS. THE TAILS OF THE HORSES, AFTER PASSING ROUND THE BODY, END IN A RUDE FORM OF TREFOIL, WHICH ANOTHER HORSE, WITH OPEN MOUTH, IS PREPARE TO EAT, WHILE ITS OWN LONG TAIL IS SIMILARLY PRESENTED TO THE OPEN MOUTH OF ITS EQUINE NEIGHBOR. THE SHAMROCK W MYSTERIOUSLY ENGRAVED ON THE NECK OF THE ORIENTAL CRUCIFIED FIGURE IN THE RELIC COLLECTION AT GLENDALOUGH. THE OAK WAS ALSO VENERATED BY THE EARLY IRISH. WE READ OF KIL-DAIR, THE DRUIDS' CELL OR CHURCH OF THE MAIG-ADHAIR OR DEARMHAGH, THE FIELD OF OAKS; THE DAIRE-CALGAICH, NOW LONDONDERRY, THE WOOD OF CALGAC; DAIRBHRE (NOW VALENTINE, ISLE OF KERRY), THE PLACE PRODUCING OAKS DERRYNANE WAS DOIRE-FHIONAIN, THE OAK GROVE OF FINIAN; DOIRE-MAELAIN, NOW DERRYVULLAN, THE GROVE OF MAELAIN; DERRADA-DOIRE-FHADA, THE LONG OAK GROVE; DERRYBEG, LITTLE OAK; DERRY DUFF, BLACK-OAK WOOD. DERRY IS FROM DOIRE OR DAIR, OAK. KILDARE WAS CILL-DARA, THE CHURCH OF THE OAK. ST. BRIDGID OF KILDARE BUILT HER CELL, IT IS SAID, UNDER A VERY HIGH OAK. HANMER WROTE--"BRIDGET BUILDED A CELL FOR HER ABODE UNDER A GOODLY FAIRE OKE, WHICH AFTERWARDS GREW TO BE A MONASTERIE OF VIRGINS CALLED CYLLDARA, IN LATIN CELLA QUERCUS." DRUIDS WERE SO NAMED FROM DAIR, DOIRE, OR DUIR--THE OAK. THE DRUIDS WERE DAIRAOI, OR DWELLERS IN OAKS. THERE WAS THE GAULISH DRUS OR DRYS, THE GAELIC DARU, THE SAXON DRE OR DRY, THE BRETON DERW, THE PERSIAN DURACHT, THE SANSCRIT DRUH. THE OAK WAS THOUGHT SACRED FROM ITS ACORNS BEING FOOD FOR MAN IN HIS SAVAGE STATE. IT WAS DEDICATED TO MARS AND JUPITER. ETRURIAN INSCRIPTIONS APPEAR ABOUT THE OAK. THE TEMPLE OF THE ORACULAR DODONA WAS IN AN OAK FOREST WE READ THAT 456 B.C, A ROMAN CONSUL TOOK AN OAK SOLEMNLY TO WITNESS AS A GOD. THAT TREE WAS THE SYMBOL OF THE GAULISH DEITY HESUS, AS IT WAS OF THE GERMAN THOR. THE DRYADES WERE PRIESTS OF THE OAK. IT WAS ASSOCIATED WITH THE TAU OR CROSS. "SO FAR AS I KNOW," SAYS FORLONG, "THE CUTTING OF A LIVE OAK INTO A TAU, OR DEITY, IS UNIQUE ON THE PART OF THE DRUIDS." THE STONES IN SICHEM WERE PLACED UNDER AN OAK. THE OAK OR TEREBINTH OF MAMRE WAS WORSHIPPED AS LATE AS THE FOURTH CENTURY. THE OAK WAS SACRED, AS THE ACORN AND ITS CUP REPRESENTED THE MALE AND FEMALE PRINCIPLES. THE MISTLETOE HAD AN EARLY REPUTATION AS A GUIDE TO THE OTHER WORLD. ARMED WITH THAT GOLDEN BRANCH, ONE COULD PASS TO PLUTO'S REALM: "CHARON OPPOSED--THEY SHOWED THE BRANCH. THEY SHOWED THE BOUGH THAT LAY BENEATH THE VEST; AT ONCE HIS RISING WRATH WAS HUSHED TO REST." ITS CONNECTION WITH HEALTH, AS THE ALL-HEAL, IS NOTED BY THE POET CALLIMACHUS, UNDER THE APPELLATION OF PANAKEA, SACRED TO APOLLO: "WHERE'ER THE GENIAL PANAKEA FALLS, HEALTH CROWNS THE STATE, AND SAFETY GUARDS THE WALLS." AS THE SEAT OF THE LIFE OF THE OAK, AS THEN BELIEVED, IT HAD SPECIAL VIRTUES AS A HEALER. THE COEL-CRENI, OR OMEN STICKS, WERE MADE OF IT, AND ALSO DIVINING-RODS. IT HAD THE MERIT OF REVEALING TREASURE, AND REPELLING THE UNWELCOME VISITS OF EVIL SPIRITS WHEN CUT UPON ST. JOHN'S EVE, ITS, POWER FOR GOOD WAS GREATEST "WHILE THE SHAMROCK EMBLEMATIC OF THE EQUINOX, THE MISTLETOE IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE SOLSTICE," SAYS ST. CLAIR. THE ANCIENT PERSIANS KNEW IT AS THE HEALER. IT TOLD OF THE SUN'S RETURN TO EARTH. FARMERS IN BRITAIN USED TO GIVE A SPRIG OF MISTLETOE TO THE FIRST COW CALVING IN THE YEAR. FORLONG POINTS OUT THE RECOVERY OF OLD HEATHEN IDEAS; SAYING, "CHRISTIAN PRIESTS FORBADE THE MISTLETOE TO ENTER THEIR CHURCHES, BUT YET IT NOT ONLY GOT IN, BUT FOUND A PLACE OVER THE ALTARS, AND WAS HELD TO BETOKEN GOOD WILL TO ALL MANKIND." IT WAS MYSTERIOUSLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE DOVE. THE IRISH CALLED IT THE UIL-ICEACH: THE WELSH UCHELWYDD. THE COUNTY MAGAZINE FOR 1792 REMARKED "A CUSTOM OF KISSING THE WOMEN UNDER THE MISTLETOE-BUSH STILL PREVAILS IN MANY PLACES, AND WITHOUT DOUBT THE SURE WAY TO PROVE PROLIFIC." PLINY CONSIDERED IT GOOD FOR STERILITY. IT WAS THE ONLY THING THAT COULD SLAY THE GENTLE BALDUR. IN ENGLAND THERE ARE SOME TWENTY TREES ON WHICH THE MISTLETOE MAY GROW. CERTAIN PLANTS HAVE AT DIFFERENT TIMES BEEN OBJECTS SPECIAL CONSIDERATION, AND WORSHIPPED AS HAVING DIVINE QUALITIES, OR BEING POSSESSED BY A SOUL. SOME WERE THOUGHT, TO MANIFEST SYMPATHETIC FEELING WITH THE NATION BY WHICH THEY WERE CHERISHED. THE FETISH TREE OF COOMASSIE FELL WHEN WOLSELEY'S ULTIMATUM REACHED THE KING OF ASHANTEE. THE RUTHLESS CUTTING OF TREES WAS DEEMED CRUEL. EVEN IF THEY HAD NO LIVING SPIRIT OF THEIR OWN, THE SOULS OF THE DEAD MIGHT BE THERE CONFINED; BUT PERHAPS MR. GLADSTONE, THE TREE-FELLER, IS NO BELIEVER IN THAT SPIRITUAL DOCTRINE. IN GERMANY ONE MAY STILL WITNESS THE MARRYING OF TREES ON CHRISTMAS EVE WITH STRAW-ROPES, THAT THEY MAY YIELD WELL. THEIR FOREFATHERS' REGARD FOR THE WORLD-TREE, THE ASH YGGDRASILL, MAY INCLINE GERMANS TO SPARE TREES, AND RAISE THEM, AS BISMARCK LOVES TO DO. WOMEN THERE, AND ELSEWHERE, FOUND CONSOLATION FROM MOVING ROUND A SACRED TREE ON THE APPROACH OF NATURE'S TRIAL. THE OLDEST ALTARS STOOD UNDER TREES, AS BY SACRED FOUNTAINS OR WELLS. BUT SOME HAD TO BE SHUNNED AS DEMONIAC TREES. THE IRISH RESPECTED THE CAIRTHAIM, QUICKEN-TREE, QUICK-BEAM, ROWAN, OR MOUNTAIN ASH, WHICH HAD MAGICAL QUALITIES. IN THE STORY OF THE FAIRY PALACE OF THE QUICKEN-TREE, WE READ OF FINN THE FINIAN LEADER BEING HELD IN THAT TREE BY ENCHANTMENT, AS WAS MERLIN BY THE FAIRY LADY. MACCUILL, SON OF THE HAZEL, ONE OF THE LAST TUATH KINGS, WAS SO-CALLED BECAUSE HE WORSHIPPED THE HAZEL. FAIRIES DANCED BENEATH THE HAWTHORN. OGHAM TABLETS WERE OF YEW. LADY WILDE STYLED THE ELDER A SACRED TREE; AND THE BLACKTHORN, TO WHICH THE IRISHMAN IS SAID TO BE STILL DEVOTED, WAS A SACRED TREE. TREES OF KNOWLEDGE HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED EAST AND WEST. THAT OF INDIA WAS THE KALPA. THE CELTIC TREE OF LIFE WAS NOT UNLIKE THAT OF CARTHAGE. THE PERSIANS, ASSYRIANS, AND AMERICAN INDIANS HAD THEIR TREES OF LIFE. ONE EGYPTIAN HOLY TREE HAD SEVEN BRANCHES ON EACH SIDE. FROM THE SYCAMORE, THE GODDESS NOU PROVIDED THE LIQUOR OF LIFE; FROM THE PERSEA, THE GODDESS HATHOR GAVE FRUITS OF IMMORTALITY. THE DATE-PALM WAS SACRED TO OSIRIS SIX THOUSAND YEARS AGO. THE TREE OF LIFE WAS SOMETIMES DEPICTED ON COFFINS WITH HUMAN ARMS. THE LOTUS, ESSENTIALLY PHALLIC, SELF-PRODUCED, WAS AN EMBLEM OF SELF-CREATED DEITY, BEING WORSHIPPED AS SUCH AT LEAST 3000 B.C. HOMA WAS THE LIFE-TREE OF ZOROASTER. THE BEAN WAS THROWN ON TOMBS AS A SIGN OF IMMORTALITY. THE BANYAN AND THE ONION DENOTE A NEW INCARNATION. THE INDIAN AND CINGALESE BO OR ASVATTHA, FICUS RELIGIOSA, SHELTERED GAUTAMA WHEN HE GAINED WHAT IS KNOWN AS ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION, OR PERFECTION. THE SACRED PEEPUL IS THE MALE FIG, THE FEMALE BEING FICUS INDICA. THE FIG ENTWINES ITSELF ROUND THE PALM. THE TOOLSI, OCYMUM SANCTUM, AND THE AMRITA ARE ALSO WORSHIPPED IN INDIA, SO ARE THE LIEN-WHA, OR NELUMBIUM, IN CHINA, THE CYPRESS IN MEXICO, AND THE ASPEN IN KIRGHIZLAND. TREES AND PLANTS WERE DEVOTED TO GODS AS THE OAK, PALM, AND ASH TO JUPITER, THE ROSE, MYRTLE, AND POPPY TO VENUS; THE POMEGRANATE TO PROSERPINE; THE PINE-APPLE TO CYBELE; THE ORANGE TO DIANA, THE WHITE VIOLET TO VESTA, THE DAISY TO ALCESTIS; THE WILD THYME TO THE MUSES; THE LAUREL TO APOLLO; THE POPLAR TO HERCULES; THE ALDER TO PAN; THE OLIVE TO MINERVA; THE FIG AND VINE TO BACCHUS; THE LOTUS TO HERMES. THE LEEK OF WALES, LIKE THE SHAMROCK OF IRELAND, WAS AN OBJECT OF WORSHIP IN THE EAST, AND AS ASSOCIATED WITH VIRGO. THE HORTUS KEWENSIS STATES THAT IT FIRST CAME TO BRITAIN IN 1562. THE MANDRAKE OR LOVE-APPLE WAS ALSO SACRED. BRINTON GIVES A LIST OF SEVEN SUCH SACRED PLANTS AMONG THE CREEK INDIANS. THE VERVAIN, SACRED TO DRUIDS, WAS GATHERED IN EGYPT AT THE RISE OF SIRIUS THE DOGSTAR.
WELL-WORSHIP
THAT SO WET A COUNTRY AS IRELAND SHOULD HAVE SO GREAT A REVERENCE FOR WELLS, IS AN EVIDENCE HOW EARLY THE PRIMITIVE AND COMPOSITE RACES THERE CAME UNDER THE MORAL INFLUENCE OF ORIENTAL VISITORS AND RULERS, WHO HAD KNOWN IN THEIR NATIVE LANDS THE WANT OF RAIN, THE VALUE OF WELLS. SO DEEP WAS THIS RESPECT, THAT BY SOME THE IRISH WERE KNOWN AS THE PEOPLE OF WELLS. IN REMOTE AGES AND REALMS, WORSHIP HAS BEEN CELEBRATED AT FOUNTAINS OR WELLS. THEY WERE DEDICATED TO SOIM IN INDIA. SOPAR-SOMA WAS THE FOUNTAIN OF KNOWLEDGE. ORACLES WERE DELIVERED THERE. BUT THERE WERE CURSING AS WELL AS BLESSING WELLS. WELLS WERE FEMININE, AND THE FEMININE PRINCIPLE WAS THE OBJECT OF ADORATION THERE, THOUGH THE SPECIFIC FORM THEREOF CHANGED WITH THE TIMES AND THE FAITH. IN CHRISTIAN LANDS THEY WERE DEDICATED, NATURALLY ENOUGH, TO THE VIRGIN MARY. IT IS, HOWEVER, ODD TO FIND A CHANGE ADOPTED IN SOME INSTANCES AFTER THE REFORMATION. THUS, ACCORDING TO A CLERICAL WRITER IN THE GRAPHIC, 1875, A NOTED DERBYSHIRE WELL HAD ITS ANNUAL FESTIVAL ON ASCENSION DAY, WHEN THE PLACE WAS ADORNED WITH CROSSES, POLES, AND ARCHES. ALL WAS RELIGIOUSLY DONE IN HONOR OF THE TRINITY, THE VICAR PRESIDING. CATHOLIC LOCALITIES STILL PREFER TO DECORATE HOLY WELLS ON OUR LADY'S ASSUMPTION DAY. IT WAS IN VAIN THAT THE EARLY CHURCH, THE MEDIEVAL CHURCH, AND EVEN THE PROTESTANT CHURCH, SOUGHT TO PUT DOWN WELL-WORSHIP, THE INHERITANCE OF EXTREME ANTIQUITY. STRENUOUS EFFORTS WERE MADE BY COUNCILS. THAT OF ROUEN IN THE SEVENTH CENTURY DECLARED THAT OFFERINGS MADE, THERE IN THE FORM OF FLOWERS, BRANCHES, RAGS, WERE SACRIFICES TO THE DEVIL. CHARLEMAGNE ISSUED IN 789 HIS DECREE AGAINST IT AS DID OUR EDGAR AND CANUTE. AS SCOTLAND CAUGHT THE INFECTION BY CONTACT WITH IRELAND, IT WAS NEEDFUL FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH TO RESTRAIN THE FOLLY. THIS WAS DONE BY THE PRESBYTERY OF DINGWALL IN 1656, THOUGH EVEN WORSE PRACTICES WERE THEN CONDEMNED; AS, THE ADORATION OF STONES, THE POURING OF MILK ON HILLS, AND THE SACRIFICE OF BULLS. IN 1628 THE ASSEMBLY, PROHIBITING VISITS TO CHRIST'S WELL AT FALKIRK ON MAY MORNINGS, GOT A LAW PASSED SENTENCING OFFENDERS TO A FINE OF TWENTY POUNDS SCOT, AND THE EXHIBITION IN SACKCLOTH FOR THREE SUNDAYS IN CHURCH. ANOTHER ACT PUT THE OFFENDERS IN PRISON FOR A WEEK ON BREAD AND WATER. MAHOMET EVEN COULD NOT HINDER THE SANCTITY ATTACHED TO THE WELL ZAMZAM AT MECCA. MORE ANCIENT STILL WAS HOLY BEERSHEBA, THE SEVEN WELLS. WALES, ESPECIALLY NORTH WALES, SO LONG AND INTIMATELY ASSOCIATED WITH IRELAND, HAD MANY HOLY WELLS, AS ST THECLA'S AT LLANDEGLA, AND ST WINIFREDE'S OF FLINTSHIRE HOLYWELL. ST MADRON'S WELL WAS USEFUL IN TESTING THE LOYALTY OF LOVERS. ST. BREWARD'S WELL CURED BAD EYES, AND RECEIVED OFFERINGS IN CASH AND PINS. ST CLEER'S WAS GOOD FOR NERVOUS AILMENTS, AND BENEFITED THE INSANE. THE DRUID MAGICIAN TREGEAGLE IS SAID STILL TO HAUNT DOZMARE POOL. HENWEN IS THE OLD LADY WELL. THE HINDOO VEDAS PROCLAIM THAT "ALL HEALING POWER IS IN THE WATERS" HYDROMANCY, OR DIVINATION BY THE APPEARANCE OF WATER IN A WELL, IS CHERISHED TO THE PRESENT TIME. ONE CHRISTIAN PRAYER RUNS THUS: "'WATER, WATER, TELL ME TRULY, IS THE MAN THAT I LOVE DULY, ON THE EARTH, OR UNDER THE SOD, SICK OR WELL IN THE NAME [LORD STEPHEN YAHWEH] OF GOD." IRISH WELLS HAVE BEEN RE-BAPTIZED, AND THEREFORE RETAIN THEIR SANCTITY. A STOUT RESISTANCE TO THEIR CLAIMS SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN MADE AWHILE BY THE EARLY MISSIONARIES, SINCE COLUMBA EXORCISED A DEMON FROM A WELL POSSESSED BY IT. THEY ALL, HOWEVER, LIKED TO RESORT TO WELLS FOR THEIR PREACHING STATIONS. IN ONE OF THE LIVES OF ST. PATRICK, IT IS RELATED THAT "HE PREACHED AT A FOUNTAIN (WELL) WHICH THE DRUIDS WORSHIPPED AS A GOD." MILLIGAN ASSURES US, "THE CELTIC TRIBES, STARTING FROM HOT COUNTRIES, WHERE WELLS WERE ALWAYS OF THE UTMOST VALUE, STILL CONTINUED THAT REVERENCE FOR THEM WHICH HAD BEEN HANDED DOWN IN THEIR TRADITIONS." THIS OPINION MAY BE CONTROVERTED BY ETHNOLOGISTS. BUT CROKER CORRECTLY DECLARES THAT EVEN NOW IN IRELAND, "NEAR THESE WELLS LITTLE ALTARS OR SHRINES ARE FREQUENTLY CONSTRUCTED, OFTEN IN THE RUDEST MANNER, AND KNEELING BEFORE THEM, THE IRISH PEASANT IS SEEN OFFERING UP HIS PRAYERS." IT IS NOT A LITTLE SINGULAR THAT THESE UNCONFINED IRISH CHURCHES SHOULD BE IN CONTIGUITY WITH HOLY OAKS OR HOLY STONES. PROF. HARTTUNG, IN HIS PAPER BEFORE THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, REMARKED OF THE IRISH "THEY HAVE FROM TIME IMMEMORIAL BEEN INCLINED TO SUPERSTITION." HE EVEN BELIEVED IN THEIR ANCIENT PRACTICE OF HUMAN SACRIFICES. PILGRIMAGES TO WELLS ARE FREQUENT TO THIS DAY. THE TIMES ARE FIXED FOR THEM; AS THE FIRST OF FEBRUARY, IN HONOR OF TOBER BRIGID, OR ST. BRIDGET'S WELL, OF SLIGO. THE BUSHES ARE DRAPED WITH OFFERINGS, AND THE PROCESSION MUST MOVE ROUND AS THE SUN MOVES, LIKE THE HEATHEN DID AT THE SAME SPOT SO LONG AGO. AT TOBER CHONEILL, OR ST. CONNELL'S WELL, THE CORRECT THING IS TO KNEEL, THEN WISH FOR A FAVOR, DRINK THE WATER IN SILENCE, AND QUIETLY RETIRE, NEVER TELLING THE WISH, IF DESIRING ITS FULFILMENT. UNFORTUNATELY, THESE PILGRIMAGES--OFTEN TO WILD LOCALITIES--ARE ATTENDED WITH CHARACTERISTIC DEVOTION TO WHISKY AND FREE FIGHTS. AT THE HOLY WELL, TIBBER, OR TOBER, QUAN, THE WATER IS FIRST SOBERLY DRUNK ON THE KNEES. BUT WHEN THE WHISKY, IN DUE COURSE, FOLLOWS, THE TALKING, SINGING, LAUGHING, AND LOVE-MAKING MAY BE SUCCEEDED BY A LIBERAL USE OF THE BLACKTHORN. IN THE STORY OF THE WELL OF KILMORE IS AN ALLUSION TO MYSTICAL FISHES. AN OLD WRITER SAYS, "THEY DO CALL THE SAID FISHES EASA SEANT, THAT IS TO SAY, HOLIE FISHES." IN THE CHARMING POEM OF DIARMUID, THERE IS AN ACCOUNT OF THE KNIGHT OF THE FOUNTAIN, AND THE SACRED SILVER CUP FROM WHICH THE PILGRIM DRANK. GIRALDUS, THE WELSH SEER, BEHELD A MAN WASHING PART OF HIS HEAD IN THE POOL AT THE TOP OF SLIEVE GULLION, IN IRELAND, WHEN THE PART IMMEDIATELY TURNED GREY, THE HAIR HAVING, BEEN BLACK BEFORE. THE OPPOSITE EFFECT WOULD BE A VIRTUE. PROF. ROBERTSON SMITH, WHILE ADMITTING WELL-WORSHIP AS OCCURRING WITH THE MOST PRIMITIVE OF PEOPLES, FINDS IT CONNECTED WITH AGRICULTURE, WHEN THE ABORIGINES HAD NO BETTER, KNOWLEDGE OF A GOD. THE SOURCE OF A SPRING, SAID HE, "IS HONORED AS A DIVINE BEING, I HAD ALMOST SAID A DIVINE ANIMAL." "SUCH SPRINGS," REMARKS RHYS, "HAVE IN LATER TIMES BEEN TREATED AS HOLY WELLS." RIVER-WORSHIP, AS IS WELL KNOWN, HAS BEEN NEARLY UNIVERSAL AMONG RUDE PEOPLES, AND HUMAN SACRIFICES NOT UNCOMMONLY FOLLOWED. THE RIVER GOD OF ESTHONIA SOME TIMES APPEARED TO THE VILLAGERS AS A LITTLE MAN WITH BLUE AND-WHITE STOCKINGS. STREAMS, LIKE WELLS, ARE UNDER CARE OF LOCAL DEITIES. EVEN OUR RIVER SEVERN WAS ADO IN THE TIME OF THE ROMAN OCCUPATION, AS WE KNOW BY LATIN INSCRIPTIONS. WELLS VARIED IN CURATIVE POWERS. ST. TEGLA'S WAS GOOD FOR EPILEPSY. RICKETY CHILDREN BENEFIT FROM A THRICE DIPPING. SOME, BY THE MOTION OF THE WATERS WHEN SOMETHING IS THROWN IN, WILL INDICATE THE COMING DIRECTION WIND. SOME WILL CURE BLINDNESS, LIKE THAT AT RATHLOGAN WHILE OTHERS WILL CAUSE IT, EXCEPT TO SOME FAVORED MORTALS. OFFERINGS MUST BE MADE TO THE SPIRIT IN CHARGE OF WELL, AND TO THE PRIESTESS ACTING AS GUARDIAN. IF IN ANY, WAY CONNECTED WITH THE PERSON, SO MUCH THE BETTER. A PIECE OF A GARMENT, MONEY TOUCHED BY THE HAND, OR EVEN A PIN FROM CLOTHES, IS SUFFICIENT. PINS SHOULD BE DROPPED ON A SAINT'S DAY, IF GOOD LUCK BE SOUGHT. AS HENDERSON'S FOLKLORE REMARKS, "THE COUNTRY GIRLS IMAGINE THAT THE WELL IS IN CHARGE OF A FAIRY, OR SPIRIT, WHO MUST BE PROPITIATED BY SOME OFFERING." SOME WELL-SPIRITS, AS PEG O'NELL OF THE RIBBLE, CAN BE MORE THAN MISCHIEVOUS. BESIDES THE DROPPING OF METAL, OR THE SLAUGHTER OF FOWLS, A CURE REQUIRES PERAMBULATION, SUNWISE, THREE TIMES ROUND THE WELL. ON SAINTS' DAY WELLS ARE OFTEN DRESSED WITH FLOWERS. OTWAY HAS ASSERTED THAT "NO RELIGIOUS PLACE IN IRELAND CAN BE WITHOUT A HOLY WELL." BUT IRISH WELLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ONES FAVORED WITH PRESENTS OF PINS AND RAGS, FOR SCOTLAND, AS WELL AS CORNWALL AND OTHER PARTS OF ENGLAND, RETAIN THE CUSTOM. MASON NAMES SOME RAG-WELLS: ARDCLINES OF ANTRIM, ERREGALL-KEROGE OF TYRONE, DUNGIVEN, ST. BARTHOLOMEW OF WATERFORD, ST. BRIGID OF SLIGO. THE SPIRITS OF THE WELLS MAY APPEAR AS FROGS OR FISH. GOMME, WHO HAS WRITTEN SO WELL ON THIS SUBJECT, REFERS TO A COUPLE OF TROUT, FROM TIME IMMEMORIAL, IN THE TOBER OR WELL KIERAN, MEATH. OF TWO ENCHANTED TROUT IN THE GALWAY PIGEON HOLE, ONE WAS CAPTURED. AS IT IMMEDIATELY GOT FREE FROM THE MAGIC, TURNING INTO A BEAUTIFUL YOUNG LADY, THE FISHER, IN FRIGHT, PITCHED IT BACK INTO THE WELL. OTHER TROUT-PROTECTED WELLS ARE RECORDED. SALMON AND EELS LOOK AFTER TOBER MONACHAN, THE KERRY WELL OF BALLYMOREREIGH. TWO BLACK FISH TAKE CARE OF KILMORE WELL. THAT AT KIRKMICHAEL OF BANFF HAS ONLY A FLY IN CHARGE. "THE POINT OF THE LEGEND IS," WRITES ROBERTSON SMITH, "THAT THE SACRED SOURCE IS EITHER INHABITED BY A DEMONIAC BEING, OR IMBUED WITH DEMONIAC LIFE." IT IS USEFUL, IN THE EVENT OF A STORM NEAR THE COAST, TO LET OFF THE WATER FROM A WELL INTO THE SEA. THIS DRAINING OFF WAS THE PRACTICE OF THE ISLANDERS OF INN IS MURRAY. THE ARRAN ISLANDERS DERIVE MUCH COMFORT FROM CASTING INTO WELLS FLINT-HEADS USED BY THEIR FOREFATHERS IN WAR. INNIS REA HAS A HOLY WELL NEAR THE ATLANTIC. WHAT WAS THE AGE OF WELL-WORSHIP? THE PRESIDENT OF THE FOLKLORE SOCIETY, WHO DEEMS THE ORIGINAL WORSHIPPERS NON-ARYAN, BEFORE CELTS CAME TO IRELAND, IDENTIFIES THE CUSTOM WITH THE ERECTION OF STONE CIRCLES. THE SCIENTIFIC ANTHROPOLOGIST, GENERAL PITT-RIVERS, TELLS US, "IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO BELIEVE THAT SO SINGULAR A CUSTOM AS THIS, INVARIABLY ASSOCIATED WITH CAIRNS, MEGALITHIC MONUMENTS, HOLY WELLS, OR SOME SUCH EARLY PAGAN INSTITUTIONS, COULD HAVE ARISEN INDEPENDENTLY IN ALL THESE COUNTRIES." ENOUGH HAS BEEN SAID TO SHOW, AS WOOD-MARTIN OBSERVES, THAT "WATER-WORSHIP, RECOMMENDED BY SENECA, TOLERATED BY THE CHURCH IN TIMES OF YORE, IS A CULT NOT YET GONE OUT." BUT ONE HAS WRITTEN, "THE PRINTER'S BLANKET SOMEHOW SMOTHERS MIRACLES, AND SMALL PICA PLAYS THE VERY MISCHIEF WITH SANCTIFIED WELLS."
HOLY BELLS
HE WHO HAS VISITED BURMAH OR RUSSIA WILL HAVE NO DOUBT ABOUT THE REVERENCE FOR BELLS, AND SPECIAL REVERENCE BEING PAID TO SPECIAL BELLS. THERE ARE FIXED BELLS, AND PORTABLE BELLS, THE LAST BEING HELD IN THE HIGHEST ESTIMATION. THEIR SPECIAL VIRTUE LAY IN DOMINION OVER THE POWERS OF DARKNESS DULY BAPTIZED BELLS, DOWN TO LATTER DAYS, HAVE BEEN ENDOWED WITH ABILITY TO DISPERSE DEMONS. WHEN THE SWEDES UNDER CHARLES XII. DEFEATED THE RUSSIANS AT NARVA, THE COURAGE OF THE MUSCOVITES WAS REVIVED BY INCESSANT RINGING OF BELLS, THROUGHOUT HOLY RUSSIA, TO DRIVE DEVILS FROM THE SACRED SOIL. THAT SUPERSTITION STILL PREVAILS WITH THE FOLLOWERS OF SIVA IN INDIA. BAPTIZED BELLS POSSESS OTHER POWERS. ST. TEILO BROUGHT A CELEBRATED ONE FROM JERUSALEM, THAT HAD SUCH INHERENT SANCTITY, AS TO MAKE KNOWN, IN SOME WAY, ITS DETESTATION OF PARTICULAR CRIMES. BELLS COULD EVEN WORK MIRACLES BY THEIR ENCHANTMENTS. THE CHILDREN OF LIR WERE SAID BY ANCIENT IRISH BARDS TO HAVE BEEN CHANGED BY A DRUIDIC WAND, MORE POWERFUL THAN THAT OF A HARLEQUIN, INTO FOUR SWANS. THEY HAD A DREARY TIME OF IT FOR A FEW CENTURIES. AT FIRST, THEY DWELT IN LOCH DERG FOR THREE HUNDRED YEARS. THEN THEY FLEW TO THE SEA OF MOYLE, BETWEEN ERIN AND ALBA. BUT THE POOR CREATURES STILL INHABITED THE BODIES OF SWANS. THEIR RELEASE, ACCORDING TO BARDIC TALES, WAS THUS AFFECTED: "THE BELL THAT RANG IN THE FIRST MASS CELEBRATED ON INIS NA GLUAISE (ISLE OF GLORY) RESTORED THEM TO THEIR HUMAN SHAPES; BUT THEY WERE NOW EMACIATED AND DECREPID, AND ONLY WAITED FOR BAPTISM TO FLEE AWAY TO REST ETERNAL." HOLY BELLS OF IRELAND ARE OF DISTINCT BUDDHIST SHAPE, BEING OF AN IRREGULAR CYLINDRICAL FORM, AS IN INDIA, AND NOT ROUND AS IN CHRISTIAN LANDS. IRISH BELLS WERE OFTEN ORNAMENTED WITH CROSSES, THE FLEUR-DE-LIS, AND THE POMEGRANATE. ST. FINNIAN'S BELL RESEMBLES THAT SEEN IN JAIN TEMPLES OF INDIA. A NUMBER OF SO-CALLED ST. PATRICK'S BELLS ARE STILL PRESERVED, AS IN THE INSTRUCTIVE AND INTERESTING DUBLIN MUSEUM. THEY ARE OF VARIOUS SIZES, THE LARGEST BEING A FOOT IN HEIGHT. HE IS SAID TO HAVE HAD FIFTY. THE SWEETEST SOUNDING ONE IS KNOWN BY THE NAME OF FINN FAIDHEACH. MOST OF HIS BELLS WERE OF BRONZE, OFTEN BEAUTIFULLY ADORNED AFTER AN ORIENTAL FASHION. THE BETECHAN IS HALF IRON. THE CLOGDUBH OR BLACK BELL OF THE SAINT, AN ALLOY OF DIFFERENT METALS, IS ABOUT TWELVE INCHES HIGH, AND FIVE BY FOUR OTHERWISE. THE TRIPARTITE LIFE OF THE SAINT RECORDS HIS FLINGING A LITTLE BELL UNDER A DENSE BUSH, AND IN TIME A BIRCH GREW THROUGH ITS HANDLE, REVEALING IT TO THE EYES OF DIEUILL. WHEN HE DROVE THE DEMONS INTO THE SEA AT CROAGH PATRICK, MAYO, HE FLUNG AFTER THEM HIS BELL. IT IS NOT CERTAIN WHETHER THIS WAS THE BEARNAN BRIGHDE OR THE DUBH-DUAIB-SEACH. O'DONOVAN EXPLAINS THE OCCASION "ACCORDING TO ALL THE LIVES OF THE IRISH APOSTLE, HE REMAINED FOR FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS ON THIS LOFTY MOUNTAIN, WHICH WAS THEN INFESTED BY MALIGNANT DEMONS, WHO OPPOSED HIS PROGRESS IN PREACHING THE GOSPEL IN THIS DREARY REGION; BUT WHOM HE DROVE THENCE HEADLONG INTO THE SEA." THIS WAS EFFECTUALLY DONE BY MEANS OF HIS BELL. ANOTHER ACCOUNT IS THAT A BELL WAS BROUGHT DOWN FOR ST. PATRICK BY ANGELS FROM HEAVEN, WHEN A SPRING GUSHED FORTH AT THE PLACE. HE SCARED THE DEMONS AWAY BY IT, AIDED BY BLOWS, AND NOT BY THE MERE RINGING. THE SHRINES OF THESE CHERISHED BELLS HAVE ALWAYS DRAWN FORTH MUCH ADMIRATION MISS STOKES, IN HER BEAUTIFUL WORK ON EARLY CHRISTIAN ART IN IRELAND, SAID, "SUCH COVERS OR SHRINES FOR BELLS SEEM TO BE UNKNOWN TO ANY OTHER BRANCH OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH." AMONG OTHER IRISH BELLS MAY BE MENTIONED ONE WITH A VERY HANDSOME BORDER. THIS WAS TWELVE INCHES HIGH, NINE BROAD, AND NINE AND A HALF DEEP. THERE WERE THE CLOG BEANNAIGHTE, THE CLOGDUBH, THE CUMASEACH MACANTILS OF THE ARCHBISHOP OF ARMAGH, THE DOUMRAGH OF FENAGH, THE GAPPED BELL OF ST CULANN, THE GOLDEN BELL OF ST. SEVAN, THE BRONZE ONE GIVEN BY ST. PATRICK TO THE BISHOP CLOGHIR, THE MAGNIFICENT BRONZED ONE WITH GOLD FILAGREE EXQUISITE WORKMANSHIP, AND THE BELLS OF ST. RUADHAN, ST. MURA, ST. MOGUE, OR MAIDOC. THE DUBLIN MUSEUM HAS BELLS OF ST. COLUMBA, WHICH HAD THE SAME VIRTUE AS THOSE OF ST PATRICK IN THE EXPULSION OF DEMONS, AND AS THE HEATHEN BURMESE STILL RELATE OF THEIR OWN HOLY BELLS. BELLS WERE BROUGHT FROM ROME BY ST PATRICK, ST. COLUMBA, AND ST. MUNGO OR KENTIGERN, OF GLASGOW FAME. IT IS SINGULAR THAT IN THE RUINS OF ZIMBAHWE, OF MASHONA LAND, TRAVELERS HAVE FOUND SOME DOUBLE IRON BELLS. NO BELL HAS ANY CHARMING POWER UNTIL DULY CONSECRATED BY THE PRIEST OF SOME FAITH.
IRISH CROSSES.
WHO COULD WRITE THE HISTORY OF THE CROSS? IT IS THE MOST ANCIENT, AND THE MOST DEEPLY REVERENCED OF ALL RELIGIOUS SYMBOLS. TO THE MEN DWELLING BESIDE THE NILE OR THE EUPHRATES, TO THE INHABITANTS OF INDIA TO THE EAST AND OF MEXICO TO THE WEST, TO THOSE SOJOURNERS IN EGYPT BEFORE THE GREAT PYRAMID WAS BUILT, NOT LESS THAN TO MODERN CHRISTIANS, THE CROSS, WHATEVER MAY HAVE BEEN THE MEANING ATTACHED TO IT, IN THE EVER-CHANGING SYSTEMS OF FAITH, HAS BEEN A SOURCE OF WONDER, OF MYSTERY, AND OF COMFORT. WHEN THE CHRISTIANS ASSAULTED THE OSIRIAN TEMPLE AT ALEXANDRIA, AND WITH DESTRUCTIVE FORCE ENTERED ITS SACRED PRECINCTS, THEY SAW A HUGE CROSS OCCUPYING THE MARBLE PAVEMENT. GREAT, TOO, WAS THE SURPRISE OF THE SPANIARDS TO FIND THE SAME EMBLEM IN THE TEMPLES OF ABORIGINAL AMERICA. THE TAU OR CROSS MEETS ONE'S VIEW IN THE ORNAMENTAL RELICS OF MANY LANDS. ANCIENT IRELAND WAS NO EXCEPTION IN THE DISPLAY OF CRUCIFORM OBJECTS. THE EDINBURGH REVIEW OF 1870 TRULY SAID, "IT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN THE POSSESSION OF EVERY PEOPLE IN ANTIQUITY; THE ELASTIC GIRDLE, SO TO SPEAK, WHICH EMBRACED THE MOST WIDELY-SEPARATED HEATHEN COMMUNITIES; THE MOST SIGNIFICANT TOKEN OF A UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD." IT CAN, IT ADDS, BE TRACED "TO THE REMOTEST ANTIQUITY, AND IS STILL RECOGNIZED AS A MILITARY AND NATIONAL BADGE OF DISTINCTION." THE REV. A. HISROP, IN HIS TWO BABYLON’S, BOLDLY ASSERTS THAT "THE CROSS WAS KNOWN TO ADAM." IT IS STRANGE THAT THE CHOSEN PEOPLE SHOULD HAVE PRESERVED NO TRADITION OF IT, AND THAT THE ONLY MENTION OF IT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT (EZEK. IX.) SHOULD BE A MARK OR TAU ON THE FOREHEAD OF IDOLATERS, AS MAY BE SEEN TO THIS DAY IN THE BAZAARS OF INDIA. BARING-GOULD THINKS "IT IS MORE THAN A COINCIDENCE THAT OSIRIS, BY THE CROSS, SHOULD GIVE LIFE ETERNAL TO THE SPIRITS OF THE JUST." IS HE NOT HERE CONFOUNDING THE ARCHETYPICAL EMBLEM WITH THE ANTITYPICAL? OLIVER, THE AUTHORITY ON FREEMASONRY, VENTURES THIS CONNECTION BETWEEN PAGAN AND CHRISTIAN CROSSES "THE SYSTEM OF SALVATION THROUGH THE ATONEMENT OF A CRUCIFIED MEDIATOR WAS THE MAIN PILLAR OF FREEMASONRY EVER SINCE THE FALL." (!) WERE THIS TRUE, POPES NEED NOT HAVE EXCOMMUNICATED THE BROTHERHOOD. THE SPANIARDS SAW THE INDIANS BOWING TO THE CROSS IN WORSHIP. IT HAS BEEN FOUND ON THE BREASTS OF STATUETTES FROM THE INDIAN CEMETERY OF JINGALPA, NICARAGUA, OF UNKNOWN ANTIQUITY. TABLETS OF GYPSUM, IN MEXICO, BORE IT IN THE FORM OF THAT CROSS ADOPTED BY THE KNIGHTS IN MALTA. THE PERUVIANS AND BABYLONIANS HAD THE MALTESE CROSS. THE DRUIDS WERE SAID TO HAVE MADE THEIR CROSS OF THE STEM AND TWO BRANCHES OF THE OAK. THE BUDDHIST TAU OR SWASTIKA IS A CROSS HAVING SOMETIMES A CALVARY, WITH BUDS AND LEAVES. THE TREE OF IMMORTALITY IN THE PALACE OF ASSYRIAN KHORSABAD FORMS A CROSS. ETRURIA AND POMPEII EXHIBIT THE SAME SYMBOL. THE REVIEWER OF 1870 SAYS, "OUR COMMONPLACE BOOK CONTAINS NEARLY TWO HUNDRED DISTINCT REPRESENTATIONS OF THE PRE-CHRISTIAN CROSS." ONLY IN RECENT DAYS HAVE BRITISH PROTESTANTS CARED TO USE THE CROSS. NOW IT MAY BE SEEN ON AND IN METHODIST AND NONCONFORMIST CHAPELS. IT WAS ONCE THOUGHT DISTINCTLY PAPAL IN ORIGIN. BUT TERTULLIAN, JEROME, AND ORIGEN, NOTIFY ITS USE IN THEIR DAY. PROCESSIONS IN ITS HONOR WERE KNOWN IN THE FIFTH CENTURY. CYPRIAN RECORDS ITS USE ON THE BROW IN BAPTISM. THE FIRST PROTESTANT PRAYER-BOOK (EDWARD VI.) ORDERED ITS MARK ON THE INFANT'S BREAST AND FOREHEAD. THE WHOLE CHRISTIAN WORLD HAS EITHER BOWED TO IT, OR RAISED BUT A FEEBLE VOICE AGAINST ITS USE. IRELAND HAS BEEN, AND IS, THE VERY LAND OF CROSSES. LONG BEFORE ST. PATRICK CAME TO ITS SHORES, WISE MEN FROM THE EAST HAD BROUGHT IT IN MEDITERRANEAN GALLEYS. WHAT DID THE IRISH THINK OF THE CROSS? WHAT ELEVATING IDEAS DID IT CONVEY TO THEM? WAS THE PRE-CHRISTIAN EMBLEM ANYTHING TO THE MASS OF THE NATIVES, OR PERTAINING ONLY TO THE FOREIGN SETTLERS ENCAMPED UPON THEIR COAST? DID IRISH DRUIDS, MIXING MORE WITH THE PEOPLE, ADORE THE CROSS, AS WAS THE CUSTOM WITH BRITISH DRUIDS? TO THE CHRISTIANIZED IRISH, WHETHER CULDEES OR NOT, IT WAS THE SYMBOL OF THE ONCE SUFFERING BUT NOW EXALTED ONE. IN BOWING TO IT THEY BEHELD THE IMAGE OF THEIR SAVIOR, AND INDULGED THE HOPE OF A HAPPIER HOME BEYOND. IF THE HEATHEN CROSS CAME TO THEM FROM THE EAST, IT WAS FROM THE EAST IT AFTERWARDS APPROACHED THEM WITH A HIGHER AND NOBLER FAITH. THE PAGAN CROSSES BEING JUST THE SAME IN APPEARANCE AS THOSE SUBSEQUENTLY INTRODUCED BY CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES, WE MAY REASONABLY BE PUZZLED TO DISTINGUISH ONE CLASS FROM THE OTHER. DR. GRAVES, BISHOP OF LIMERICK, COMPARED IRISH AND COPTIC CROSSES. "THESE," SAID HE," WERE BROUGHT INTO BOTH EGYPT AND IRELAND FROM PALESTINE, SYRIA, ASIA MINOR, BYZANTIUM." HE FOUND ORIENTAL CROSSES WITH OR WITHOUT CIRCLES ON OGHAM IRISH MONUMENTS. WAKEMAN, IN HIS IRISH INSCRIBED CROSSES, BELIEVES THEY "WERE USED BY THE PEOPLE OF ERIN AS A SYMBOL OF SOME SIGNIFICANCE, AT A PERIOD LONG ANTECEDENT TO THE MISSION OF ST. PATRICK." RUBBINGS FROM THE STONES ON THE ISLAND OF INISMURRAY, OF SLIGO, OVERLOOKING THE ATLANTIC, LED HIM TO: SAY--"WE HAVE THE ELEMENTS OF ALL, OR NEARLY ALL, SPIRALS, CHEVRONS, LOZENGES, CUPS AND DOTS, CROSSLETS, FOLIAGE, CABLE, WAVY AND OTHER MOLDINGS, UPON CINERARY URNS, GOLDEN OR BRONZE ORNAMENTS AND IMPLEMENTS, AND MOST NOTABLY UPON MEGALITHIC STRUCTURES, ASSOCIATED WITH THE PRACTICE OF CREMATION, ALL OF WHICH ARE BEYOND THE RANGE OF WESTERN HISTORY." PRE-CHRISTIAN CROSSES HE IDENTIFIES AT DOWTH AND NEW GRANGE UPON THE BOYNE, KNOCKMANY OF TYRONE, DEER PARK OF FERMANAGH, CLOVERHILL OF SLIGO, SLIEVE-HA-CALLIAGH NEAR LOUGH CREW OF MEATH. THESE ARE LIKE THE HEATHEN INSCRIPTIONS IN SCOTIA MINOR OR LESSER IRELAND, WHICH WE KNOW NOW AS SCOTLAND TUATH-DE-DANAAN CROSSES ARE ASSOCIATED WITH SNAKES AND ARE NOT LIKELY TO BE CHRISTIAN ONES. THE TUATH ON RESEMBLE THOSE OF BUDDHIST COUNTRIES. THAT AT KILLCULLEN COUNTY KILDARE, BEARS THE FIGURES OF NINE BUDDHIST PRIESTS IN ORIENTAL GARB, AND EVEN WITH A SORT OF EGYPTIAN BEARD. KEANE, OF ROUND TOWER STORY, WRITES--"GOBBAN-SAER MEANS THE SACRED PAST, OR THE FREEMASON SAGE, ONE OF THE GUABHRES OR CABIRI, SUCH AS YOU HAVE SEEN HIM REPRESENT ON THE TUATHA-DE-DANAAN CROSS OF CLONMACNOISE." THE LATTER WAS ADORNED WITH BIRDS AND OTHER ANIMALS. CLONMACNOISE WAS A SACRED SPOT BEFORE CHRISTIANITY CAME. IT IS TEN MILES FROM ATHLONE, IN KING'S CO. THE NORTH CROSS, THIRTEEN FEET HIGH, BEARS CARVINGS OF PRIESTS BREHONS. THE SOUTH CROSS, TWELVE FEET, HAS SOME SPLENDID, FIGURES OF BIRDS, DEER. THERE ARE STAVES, WITH BUNCHES OF LEAVES. A DOG APPEARS AMONG THE ANIMALS. THIS WOULD HAVE NO MEANING WITH A CHRISTIAN CROSS, BUT SACREDNESS OF THAT FRIEND OF MAN IN ZEND BOOKS CLASSES THAT CROSS AMONG THOSE OF ORIENTAL ORIGIN. THE HUMAN FIGURE HAS AN EASTERN LOOK, FULLY CLOTHED AND CROWNED. IT HOLDS TWO SCEPTERS CROSSED IN THE ARMS, WITH CROSSES AT THE TOP. THAT CLONMACNOISE WAS A SACRED SPOT IS EVIDENCED BY THE TWO REMAINING ROUND TOWERS THERE. ITS SANCTITY WAS CONTINUED, THOUGH IN A CHRISTIAN CHANNEL. BESIDES THE CATHEDRAL, THERE ARE REMAINS OF NINE CHURCHES. THE AUTHOR OF THE ROUND TOWERS OF IRELAND IS LED TO EXCLAIM, "WITHIN THE NARROW LIMITS OF TWO IRISH ACRES, WE HAVE CONDENSED MORE RELIGIOUS RUINS OF ANTIQUARIAN VALUE, THAN ARE TO BE FOUND, PERHAPS, IN A SIMILAR SPACE IN ANY OTHER QUARTER OF THE HABITABLE WORLD." THAT WRITER IS DISPOSED TO SEE PROOFS OF SOME CONNECTION BETWEEN THE ANCIENT IRISH FAITH AND THAT OF THE ZENDAVESTA OF CYRUS. REFERRING TO THE DOG ON THOSE CROSSES, HE SAYS "THE PERSONATION OF A DOG, THEIR INVARIABLE ACCOMPANIMENT, AS IT IS ALSO FOUND AMONG THE SCULPTURES OF PERSEPOLIS, AND IN OTHER PLACES IN THE EAST, WOULD IN ITSELF BE SUFFICIENT TO FIX THE HEATHEN APPROPRIATION OF THESE CROSSES, AS THAT ANIMAL CAN HAVE NO POSSIBLE RELATION TO CHRISTIANITY; WHEREAS, BY THE TUATH DE DANAANS IT WAS ACCOUNTED SACRED, AND ITS MAINTENANCE ENJOINED BY THE ORDINANCES OF THE STATE." BUDDHIST CROSSES ARE WELL KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE EAST. THE REV. ERNEST EITEL, OF HONGKONG, DESCRIBING ONE ON AMITABHA BUDDHA, WRITES, "IT IS EXACTLY THE SAME DIAGRAM WHICH YOU MAY HAVE SEEN ENGRAVED ON ANCIENT CHURCH BELLS IN ENGLAND, AND WHICH LEARNED ANTIQUARIANS INVARIABLY DECLARE TO BE THE HAMMER OF THOR (THE SCANDINAVIAN GOD OF THUNDER). PERHAPS, ALSO, YOU REMEMBER TO HAVE HEARD THAT AMONG THE GERMAN PEASANTRY, AND IN IRELAND, THIS SAME FIGURE IS USED AS A MAGICAL CHARM TO DISPEL THUNDER. WELL, YOU TURN TO YOUR FRIEND (CHINESE). 'WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THIS?' HE INFORMS YOU THAT IT IS THE MYSTIC SHIBBOLETH OF THE BELIEVERS IN THE WESTERN PARADISE, AN ACCUMULATION OF LUCKY SIGNS." ANYHOW IT HAD A DIFFERENT SIGNIFICANCE TO THAT WE NOW RECOGNIZE IN THE CROSS. ONE NEED NOT BE ALARMED AT THE DISCOVERY, THAT NOT ONLY THE CROSS, BUT THE CRUCIFIXION, WAS A SACRED SYMBOL MANY HUNDREDS OF YEARS BEFORE THE BIRTH OF JESUS. YET, IN CHRISTIANITY, A DIFFERENT AND MORE MORAL AND ELEVATED IDEA BECAME ASSOCIATED WITH THE FIGURE OF A CRUCIFIX. MITHRAS, AS THE SUN, IS REPRESENTED AS CRUCIFIED AT THE WINTER SOLSTICE. VISHNU, BUDDHA, AND INDRA WERE, ALSO, SAID TO HAVE BEEN CRUCIFIED ON THE CROSS. THE SCANDINAVIANS HAD A CRUCIFIXION OF THE SUN CEREMONY ON THE SHORTEST DAY. IRELAND, LIKE OTHER LANDS, HAD PRE-CHRISTIAN CRUCIFIXIONS. THE MOST REMARKABLE ONE SEEN BY US WAS THAT AT GLENDALOUGH. THE PERSIAN HEAD-DRESS, AND THE ANCIENT KILT, WERE OBSERVED WITH THE ORIENTAL CROWN. THAT CHARACTER WAS AFTERWARDS IMITATED IN CHRISTIAN TIMES, AS SOME SUPPOSE, DOWN TO THE TWELFTH CENTURY. CLONMACNOISE HAS THE FIGURE FULLY CLOTHED AND CROWNED. THE FIGURES OF KNOCKMOY, GALWAY, AND CASHEL WEAR THE KILT OF THE EAST AS HAS BEEN REMARKED, "THE HINDOO PURANAS CORROBORATE TO AN IOTA THIS OUR KNOCKMOY CRUCIFIXION." THAT OF INDIA REFERS TO THE DEATH OF SULIOAHANA UPON THE TREE. THE KNOCKMOY FIGURE HAS THE SAME SORT PHILIBEG, OR KILT, AS THAT WORN BY THE ARMS-EXTENDED DEITY IN NUBIA. ANOTHER PECULIARITY NOTICED IN SOME OF THE IRISH PRE-CHRISTIAN ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE CRUCIFIXION IS THE ABSENCE OF NAILS; THE LEGS BEING BOUND WITH CORDS AT THE ANKLES. CORDS, ALSO, PASS ROUND THE CHEST, AND UNDER THE ARMS. THE ARMS ARE NOT FULLY OUTSTRETCHED, BUT RATHER HANG DOWNWARD. AT MONASTERBOICE THE FIGURE IS BOUND BY CORDS. AS KEANE OBSERVED "SUCH A MODE OF REPRESENTING THE CRUCIFIXION NEVER COULD HAVE OCCURRED TO THE EARLY IRISH CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES AND BISHOPS, WHO ARE UNIVERSALLY ALLOWED TO HAVE MADE THE SCRIPTURES THEIR CHIEF STUDY." THE CROWN RESEMBLES THAT WORN BY THE GODDESS DIANA. KEANE IS PLEASED TO SAY OF THE WHOLE "IT REPRESENTS THE CUTHITE CRUCIFIXIONS OF PRIMEVAL TRADITION." THE IRISH SHRINE OF ST. MANCHIN LED THAT SAME WRITER TO ADD "THE CRUCIFIED FIGURE IN THE SCULPTURES FROM A PERSIAN ROCK TEMPLE MAY ASSIST IN EXPLAINING THE MUMMY-LIKE FIGURES ON THE IRISH SHRINE. THE SIMILARITY OF THE DESIGN WOULD SEEM TO CONFIRM THE IDEA THAT THE FIGURES WERE INTENDED TO SIGNIFY THE INMATES OF THE ARK, UNDERGOING THE PROCESS OF MYSTERIOUS DEATH, WHICH WAS SUPPOSED TO BE EXHIBITED IN ARKITE CEREMONIES." O'BRIEN'S ROUND TOWERS, WHICH, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SOME EXTRAVAGANCES, HAS BEEN LARGELY APPROVED BY THE LEARNED, ALLUDES TO A BRONZE CRUCIFIX, WITH ARMS EXTENDED, AND WITH AN ORIENTAL CROWN AND KILT, IN THESE WORDS "COULD NOT HAVE BEEN INTENDED FOR OUR SAVIOR, WANTING BESIDES THE INRI, AND WEARING THE IRANIAN ROYAL CROWN, INSTEAD OF THE JEWISH CROWN OF THORNS. THEREFORE, WE ARE JUSTIFIED IN ASCRIBING IT TO ITS OWNER BUDDHA, WHOM AGAIN WE FIND IMPRINTED IN THE SAME CRUCIFIED FORM." THE SUPPOSED VIRGIN AND JOHN FIGURES ON ONE OF THE ROUND TOWERS, HE DECLARES TO BE RAMA AND BUDDHA'S MOTHER. IT IS SINGULAR THAT THE DRESS OF ONE CRUCIFIED FIGURE, AS WORN ABOUT THE LOINS, CORRESPONDS WITH THAT OF THE FABLED CRUCIFIED CHRISTNA. THAT CHRISTIAN ARTISTS, WHO, AS SEEN IN THE BEAUTIFUL WORKS OF ANCIENT IRISH ART, BORROWED SO MUCH FROM THE EAST, SHOULD IMITATE ORIENTAL PRE-CHRISTIAN CRUCIFIXIONS, OUGHT NOT TO SURPRISE US. CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM IS GENERALLY BORROWED, WITH NEW ADAPTATION, FROM HEATHEN MYTHOLOGY. MYFYR, THE LATE WELSH ARCHDRUID, HAS THIS EXPLANATION OF THE MYSTERY, VIZ. "HU, OF LIGHT, DIED ON THE CROSS AT THE EQUINOX, DESCENDING TO THE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE, AND WAS RE-BORN AT CHRISTMAS, WHEN RISING TOWARD THE NORTHERN SUMMER LANDS." SCOTLAND, PEOPLED BY THE SAME RACE, ON ITS WESTERN SIDE, AS IRELAND, HAD THE LIKE VENERATION FOR STONE CROSSES. DONALD CLARK, A GAELIC SCHOLAR, DERIVES INVERARY FROM THE RIVER ARAY AND AORADH (WORSHIPPED). "THIS PLACE," SAYS HE, "IS STILL CALLED CROIS-AN-SLEUCHDTE (KNEELING CROSS), BECAUSE THE PILGRIMS ON ARRIVING THERE WERE WONT TO KNEEL IN PRAYER BEFORE, HOWEVER, THEY ARRIVED HERE, THEY HAD TO FORD THE RIVER ARAY AT A POINT WHERE THE CROSS CAME IN SIGHT, AND IN SIGHT OF THE CROSS THEY AORADH (WORSHIPPED), AND THE STREAM WAS FROM THIS ASSOCIATION CALLED UISGGE AORADH (WATER OF WORSHIP), NOT SIMPLY AORADH (WORSHIP)" ONE CROSS OF KINTYRE IS MADE OF FOUR ROUND BOSSES, WITH A FIFTH IN THE CENTER AT KEILLS, OF KINTYRE, THE CROSS IS HIGHLY SCULPTURED. A WINGED FIGURE APPEARS IN THE TOP COMPARTMENT, AND THE CENTER IS CIRCULAR, WITH THREE BOSSES INSIDE, SURROUNDED BY FOUR DOGS CAPTAIN WHITE FINDS "THE CONICAL OR PYRAMIDAL WEATHER-COPE ON SO MANY THE IRISH CROSSES IS CONSPICUOUSLY ABSENT IN THE SCOTTISH EXAMPLES." HE OBSERVED, HOWEVER, THAT "THE PRIMITIVE KIND OF FOUR-HOLED CROSS, MET WITH IN KNAPDALE (KINTYRE) IS COMMON TO WALES, CORNWALL, CUMBERLAND, AND OTHER WESTERN DISTRICTS." HIS REMARKS ON SERPENT CROSSES ARE AS FOLLOWS--"THE REPRESENTATIONS OF SERPENTS, SO PREVALENT IN THE ONE SET SCULPTURES (IRISH), ARE ALMOST UNKNOWN TO THE OTHER, THOUGH ON THE EASTERN PILLAR-SHAFTS THEY SO FREQUENTLY APPEAR. I CANNOT RECALL A SINGLE INSTANCE OF A SERPENT DELINEATED A WEST HIGHLAND ECCLESIASTICAL CARVING IN THE MAINLAND DISTRICTS I HAVE TRAVERSED; IT APPEARS, HOWEVER, ON A CROSS IN ISLAY, AND ON ONE IN IONA." THE OPEN WHEEL, SO PREVALENT IN IRELAND, OCCURS, ACCORDING TO CAPTAIN WHITE, BUT THRICE IN SCOTLAND. EUGENE HUCHER, IN L'ART GAULOIS, HAS SOME REMARKABLE ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE CROSS AMONG A KINDRED PEOPLE TO THE IRISH ACROSS THE CHANNEL. IT IS THERE ASSOCIATED WITH THE PIG, LION, SERPENT, EAGLE, WINGED HORSE, BIRD, CHARIOT, PIG UNDER A HORSE, FLEUR-DE-LIS, &C. THE GAULISH COINS HAVE THE CROSS FREQUENTLY IMPRESSED ON THEM. SOME IRISH CROSSES ARE DISTINGUISHED BY THE BUDDHIST SYMBOL IN ALL SORTS OF POSITIONS. THE TRIPLE TAU OF INDIA IS EQUALLY MANIFEST. THE THOR'S-HAMMER CROSS IS VERY COMMON AMONG OTHER PRE-CHRISTIAN CROSSES. FOSBROKE AFFIRMS THAT THERE ARE TWENTY-TWO INSTANCES OF THE CROSS ON OGHAM STONES, BUT NONE ON THE FIFTY-THREE INSCRIBED STONES IN RATH CHAMBERS. IT IS HIS OPINION THAT "STONE CROSSES OWE THEIR ORIGIN TO MARKING DRUID STONES WITH CROSSES, IN ORDER TO CHANGE THE WORSHIP WITHOUT BREAKING THE PREJUDICE." THE IRISH CROSS WITHIN A CIRCLE HAS BEEN SEEN NOT ONLY IN THE FAR EAST, BUT IN THE INDIAN MOUNDS OF OHIO. THE DRUID'S CROSS IS FULLY ACKNOWLEDGED IN THE TWO BABYLON’S OF THE REV. A. HISLOP. THE FORM OF THE PHILISTINE DAGON IS DETECTED IN THE SCULPTURED MERMAID ON MEATH'S CROSS, AND AT CLONTARF CATHEDRAL; WHERE THE FISH-WOMAN HAS A FORKED TAIL. THE TAU, MENTIONED IN EZEK. IX. 4, IS DECLARED BY ST. JEROME TO HAVE BEEN A CROSS. THE BASE OF THE CROSS AT KELLS, CO. MEATH, HAS THE FIGURE OF A CENTAUR WITH THE TRIDENT, ANOTHER CENTAUR BEHIND ARMED WITH A BOW AND ARROWS, BIRDS, FISHES, AND A SACRED HARE. THE SANDSTONE CROSS OF ARBOE, BY LOUGH NEAGH, 20 FEET HIGH, IS COVERED WITH MEN AND HORSES, TREES AND SERPENTS. THAT OF MONASTERBOICE, 23 FEET IN HEIGHT, HAS FIGURES ON THE PANELS. BRASH HAS INTERESTING RECORDS OF THE SCULPTURED CROSSES OF IRELAND. HE DESCRIBES THOSE OF KILKENNY AND CLONMEL, OF SANDSTONE, HAVING IN THE CENTER OF ONE, COILED AROUND THE BOSS, FOUR SERPENTS. ON THE PANEL OF THE LEFT ARM IS A HUNTING SCENE; ON THE RIGHT ARE CHARIOTS, HORSEMEN, AND DOGS. A HUMAN HEAD HAD A FORKED, ORIENTAL-LOOKING BEARD. LUCAN MENTIONS THAT THE DRUIDS WROTE OVER THE CROSS, PAN DARAN, LORD OF THUNDER, BEARING HESUS OR HU ON THE RIGHT ARM, AND BELI ON THE LEFT. MRS. WILKES, IN HER IRELAND THE UR OF THE CHALDEES, HAS THUS DECLARED HER VIEWS "THE CROSS AS A SYMBOL IS TRACEABLE TO THE CROSSED RODS OF THE CHALDÆAN SHEPHERD KINGS,--AS ANCIENT AS THE FISH AND THE SERPENT SIGNS, AND AS THE, RING AND CUP CUTTINGS TO BE SEEN ON THE STONES OF SCOTLAND AND IRELAND." AGAIN, "THE INHABITANTS OF ERIN, PREVIOUS TO THE ARRIVAL OF ST. PATRICK, WERE WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THE CROSS AS A SYMBOL" FURTHER SHE WRITES, "AS WE FIND THE CHRISTIAN EMBLEM WAS GENERAL AMONG THE DRUIDS, NO ONE NEED FEAR ASSIGNING TO MANY OF THE CROSSES OF IRELAND AND SCOTLAND A PERIOD FAR ANTERIOR TO THE INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY." THE CRANN TAU-RÉ, OR CROIS-TAU-RÉ, THE FIERY CROSS, WHICH WAS CARRIED THROUGH THE HIGHLANDS THIRTY MILES IN THREE HOURS, IN THE YEAR 1745, AT THE STUART REBELLION, WAS KNOWN IN VERY REMOTE TIMES AMONG THE WESTERN CELTS, AS IT STILL IS IN INDIA. WHEN DIPPED IN THE BLOOD OF GOATS, AND BEARING A FLAME, IT WAS THE MESSAGE OF ALARM AMONG THE WILD TRIBES. A SERPENTINE FIGURE WAS OFTEN TWISTED ROUND THE CROSS IN HEATHEN TIMES. IT IS CURIOUS TO FIND THAT THE PAGAN CROSSES OF CENTRAL INDIA RESEMBLE MANY STILL EXISTING IN CORNWALL AND IRELAND. A ST ANDREW'S CROSS MARKED THE ANCIENT HOLY CAKES EGYPT. A BUDDHIST GOD BORE THE CROSS AND TRIDENT IN HIS HAND. THE EMPEROR DECIUS HAD THE CROSS ON COINS. SOME OF THE EARLY FATHERS WERE LED TO CALL THE OLD HEATHEN CROSS AN INVENTION OF THE DEVIL. THE CROSS OF FINGLAS HAS A ROMANTIC HISTORY. IT WAS EXHUMED IN 1816, AFTER HAVING BEEN BURIED FOR AGES. ITS CROSS WAS REPRESENTED IN A SUN FIGURE, AS IN EGYPT. THERE WERE THE MARKS OF THE SNAKE ABOUT IT, THOUGH MUCH DEFACED. THE SO-CALLED DRUIDICAL TEMPLE OF NEW GRANGE, ONE OF THE MOST WONDERFUL MONUMENTS OF OLD IRELAND, IS IN THE FORM OF A LATIN CROSS. THERE ARE FOUR ANGLED CROSSES OR FYLFOTS WITHIN A CIRCLE. THE EMBLEM, SEEN ALSO ON CROMLECHS, MAY BE A REMINISCENCE OF BAAL, OR OF THE SCANDINAVIAN THOR, BOTH BEING ASSOCIATED WITH CROSSES. THE PYRAMIDAL CROSS, OBSERVED AT NEW GRANGE, WAS KNOWN IN COUNTRIES AS FAR APART AS INDIA AND THE TONGA ISLES. EVERY ONE KNOWS THAT THE SEVERAL DEITIES OF ANCIENT EGYPT ARE RECOGNIZED BY THE CROSS THEY HOLD IN THEIR HANDS. THEY WHO WOULD STUDY THE SUBJECT FURTHER MAY CONSULT O'NEAL'S IRISH CROSSES, AND ROLT BRASH'S SCULPTURED CROSSES OF IRELAND. BY COMPARING THE INFORMATION THEREIN WITH ACCOUNTS OF EGYPTIAN, PERSIAN, PHŒNICIAN, BABYLONIAN, HINDOO, AND OTHER ANCIENT CROSSES, THE CONVICTION WILL BE STRENGTHENED THAT, FROM WHATEVER SOURCES DERIVED, IRELAND WAS ACQUAINTED WITH THE CROSS, AS A RELIGIOUS EMBLEM OF SOME SORT, LONG BEFORE THE CHRISTIAN ERA.
THE SACRED TARA HILL
TARA, TEMOR, TEMHUIR, OR TEMORIA, IS INTIMATELY CONNECTED WITH THE EARLY RELIGION OF IRELAND, AND HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH SINGULAR THEORIES. AS TEA-MUR, IT WAS THE MOUNT OR HOME OF QUEEN TEA, WIFE OF THE MILESIAN KING HEREMON. THE CENTER OF DRUIDICAL SONG AND POWER, THE SEAT OF ANCIENT ROYALTY, TARA WAS A FAVORITE SUBJECT OF GLORIFICATION BY ANCIENT ANNALISTS, AND HAS BEEN IMMORTALIZED IN THE POEM OF MOORE. BUT, WHILE BARDS RECORD A GREAT ASSEMBLY BEING HELD THERE 921 B.C., DR. PETRIE, THE EMINENT ANTIQUARY, IS DISPOSED TO REGARD THE PLACE AS EXISTING ONLY BETWEEN 200 AND 300 YEARS AFTER CHRIST. THE HIGH CIVILIZATION AT TARA HAS BEEN A FAVORITE SUBJECT FOR BARDS. THE OLD LADY GUIDE AT TARA TOLD US THAT ONLY GOLD AND SILVER VESSELS WERE USED AT THE BANQUETS. DR. LEDWICH LAUGHS AT THE YARNS ABOUT ITS TWENTY-SEVEN KITCHENS, AND ITS AMAZING BILL OF DAILY FARE. HE ASSURES US THAT THE STORY OF TARA RESTS ONLY UPON THE FRAGMENT OF A FRAGMENT IN THE SEABRIGHT COLLECTION, THAT HAD NEITHER THE NAME OF ITS AUTHOR NOR A DATE. THE EARLIEST ROMISH ECCLESIASTICS, AND MEDIÆVAL WRITERS, KNEW NOTHING OF EARLY IRISH CULTURE OR WEALTH. WE MUST REFER TO THE WORKS OF DR PETRIE FOR A DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL HALLS, MOUNDS, RATHS, CAIRNS, AND TOMBS STILL TO BE TRACED, WITH DISTINGUISHED APPELLATIONS CONNECT WITH HEROES AND PROPHETS OF OLD. THE FEIS, OR IRISH PARLIAMENTS, WERE WONT TO MEET IN THE SO-STYLED BANQUETING HALL. AN ANCIENT CELTIC BARD HAD THIS ACCOUNT OF THE GRAVE OF THE QUEEN THAT CAME FROM SPAIN "TEPHI WAS HER NAME! SHE EXCELLED ALL VIRGINS! WRETCHED FOR HIM WHO HAD TO ENTOMB HER. SIXTY FEET OF CORRECT MEASUREMENT WERE MARKED AS A SEPULCHER TO ENSHRINE HER." THE TARA STONE, OR THE DALLAN, STONE OF DESTINY, REFER TO BY WRITERS OF THE TENTH CENTURY, IS DECLARED BY PETRIE TO BE THE CYLINDRICAL OBELISK STILL SEEN SIX FEET OF THE GROUND, WITH OTHER SO-CALLED DRUIDICAL MONUMENTS. THE TOURIST IS SHOWN THE SPOT WHERE LUCAD THE DRUID BURNED IN THE HOUSE FROM WHICH BENEN, ST PATRICK DISCIPLE, HAD ESCAPED. THE STORY, AS TOLD IN LATIN MACCUTHENIUS, CONTAINS ONE OF THE TRADITIONS CONNECTED WITH THE REPUTED LIFE OF IRELAND'S APOSTLE, AND ILLUSTRATES THE CONTEST AT TARA BETWEEN THE SAINT AND THE DRUIDS "ALL THESE THINGS BEING DONE IN THE SIGHT OF THE KING BETWEEN THE MAGICIANS AND PATRICK, THE KING SAYS TO THEM, 'CAST YOUR BOOKS INTO THE WATER, AND HIM WHOSE BOOKS SHALL ESCAPE UNINJURED WE WILL ADORE.' PATRICK ANSWERED, 'I WILL DO SO.' AND THE MAGICIAN SAID,' I AM UNWILLING TO COME TO THE TRIAL BY WATER WITH THAT MAN, BECAUSE HE HAS WATER AS HIS GOD' (ALLUDING TO BAPTISM). THE CONTEST WAS TO BE SETTLED, THEREFORE, BY FIRE. A HOUSE WAS CONSTRUCTED OF BOUGHS, HALF GREEN AND HALF DRY. THE MAGICIAN WENT INTO THE GREEN PART, AND BENIN INTO THE DRY. THE FIRE CAME AND CONSUMED THE GREEN, WITH THE DRUID, BUT THE CHRISTIAN WAS NOT HURT." OTHER STORIES CONNECTED WITH THE PREACHER AT TARA ARE NARRATED ELSEWHERE IN THE PRESENT WORK, AND RELATE TO A PERIOD SUBSEQUENT TO THE INSTITUTION OF THE OLLAMH FODHLA COLLEGE AT TARA. BUT THE MODERN SCHOOL OF ANGLO-ISRAEL ATTACH OTHER IDEAS TO THAT ANCIENT SEAT OF SANCTITY. HEBER OF THE BARDS IS TO THEM HEBREW. TARA IS NAMED FROM TERAH. JEREMIAH FLED THITHER AFTER THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM, CARRYING AWAY THE TREASURES OF THE TEMPLE; AS, THE ARK, THE SCEPTER OF DAVID, THE URIM AND THUMMIM, AND OTHERS. SOME PERSONS AT THIS DAY AFFECT TO BELIEVE THAT IN THE HILL OF TARA MIGHT YET BE FOUND THESE MEMORIALS OF JUDAISM, AND HOPE TO RECOVER THENCE DAVID'S HARP, CARRIED TO IRELAND BY JEREMIAH AND THE PRINCESS SCOTA, DAUGHTER OF PHARAOH. THE REV. F. R. A. GLOVER, M.A., HAS NO DOUBT ABOUT ITS POSSESSION OF THE SACRED STONE; SAYING, "THE FOUNDATION PILLAR WHICH THE JEWS REGARDED FOR SIX HUNDRED YEARS WITH VENERATION, AS JACOB'S PILLOW, IN THEIR TEMPLE ON ARAUNAH'S THRESHING-FLOOR, AND WHICH, BEING LOST IN THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR SANCTUARY, B.C. 588, HAS APPEARED IN IRELAND AS THE PRECIOUS LIAG PHAIL, BROUGHT THITHER BY HEBREW MEN IN A SHIP OF DAN, CIR. 584." THE SAME AUTHORITY ELSEWHERE ADVANCES THE FOLLOWING "IN IRELAND, IN THE ROYAL PRECINCTS OF TARA, CIR. B.C. 582-3, THERE WAS A HEBREW SYSTEM AND TRANSPLANTED JERUSALEM, SET UP IN A SORT OF ABEYANCE IN SANCTUARY; ACTUAL, OPERATIVE, BUT UNKNOWN; REAL, BUT FOR SOME WISE PURPOSE KEPT OUT OF SIGHT; A THRONE SET UP BY A HEBREW PROPHET (JEREMIAH) RESET IN SANCTUARY." SOME PIOUS FRIENDS OF THE ANGLO-ISRAEL MOVEMENT HAVE DESIRED A DIGGING SEARCH OVER TARA, NOW A WILDERNESS REGION, TO DISCOVER THE MISSING TREASURES FROM SOLOMON'S TEMPLE. THE ROMANCE CONNECTED WITH TARA WE THUS PERCEIVE STILL BLOSSOMING AT THE END OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. IT BEGAN WITH HEATHENS, WAS DISCOURSED ON BY CATHOLICS, IS REVERENCED BY PROTESTANTS. WE STILL DREAM AND SING OF "THE HARP THAT ONCE THROUGH TARA'S HALLS." THE RATH ON THE SLOPE, BETWEEN THE HILL OF TARA AND RIVER BOYNE ON THE WEST, WAS THE SITE OF THE BURIAL OF THE HEROES OF THE BATTLE OF GAVRA. THE GRAVE OF OSCAR IS STILL SHOWN. "WE BURIED OSCAR OF THE RED ARMS ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE GREAT GAVRA." THE PALACE OF TEAMAIR, OR TARA, WAS HELD BY THE TUATHA. THE CHIEF COLLEGE OF THE DRUIDS WAS AT TARA. THERE WERE HELD THE NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE TEAMORIAN FES. IT WAS ASSOCIATED WITH THE MARRIAGE SPORTS OF THE TAILTEAN. THE FOUNDATION IS ATTRIBUTED TO THE WISE OLLAM FODHLA. O'HARTIGAN, OF THE TENTH CENTURY, THE AUTHOR OF THE BOOK OF BALLYMOTE, SPOKE OF IT "FAIR WAS ITS MANY-SIDED TOWER, WHERE ASSEMBLED HEROES FAMED IN STORY; MANY WERE THE TRIBES TO WHICH IT WAS INHERITANCE, THOUGH DECAY LENT A GREEN GRASSY LAND." HE SANG ITS PRAISES UNDER CORMAC O'CUSINN, WHEN IT WAS A FORTRESS; WHEN, AT BANQUETS, THREE HUNDRED CUP-BEARERS HANDED ROUND THREE TIMES FIFTY GOBLETS, "WHICH CUPS WERE OF GOLD OR OF SILVER ALL." "IN MEATH," SAID HOLLINSHED, "IS A HILL CALLED THE HILL OF TARAGH, WHEREIN IS A PLAINE TWELVE SCORE LONG, WHICH WAS NAMED THE KEMPE HIS HALL; WHERE THE COUNTRIE HAD THEIR MEETINGS AND FOLKMOTES AT A PLACE THAT WAS ACCOUNTED THE HIGH PALACE OF THE MONARCH. THE IRISH HAMMER MANIC FABLES IN THIS FORGE, OF FIN MAC COILE AND HIS CHIEFTAINS. BUT DOUBTLESS THE PLACE SEEMETH TO BEARE A SHOW OF AN ANCIENT AND FAMOUS MONUMENT." WHEN WIDOW FEELIN, THE GUIDE, WRINKLED, FRECKLED, WASTED, WIZEN, BENT AT AN ANGLE OF 45 DEGREES, HURRIED OVER THE GROUND WITH THE WEIGHT OF 75 YEARS TO SHOW US THE WONDERS OF TARA, SHE POINTED OUT THE "PLAINE TWELVE SCORE LONG," AS THE SITE OF THE FAR-FAMED BANQUETING HALL. SHE TOLD US OF THE VESSELS OF GOLD AND SILVER, SERVED BY THREE HUNDRED BUTLERS. SHE COULD SHOW NO STONE REMAINS, FOR SURE, THE PALACE WAS OF POLISHED OAK. SHE GLOATED OVER THE GRAVES OF FIFTY CROPPIES (SOLDIERS); AND, SEATING HERSELF ON THE TURF, SANG A LONG BALLAD OF PAST GLORY, IN WHICH O'CONNELL WAS DULY REMEMBERED, AND THE REPEAL MEETING ON TARA HILL, AT WHICH SHE HAD BEEN PRESENT. LOOKING ROUND UPON NINE COUNTIES, SHE MOURNED THE LOSS OF ERIN'S PRIDE, AS AN AGED FENIAN DRUIDESS MIGHT HAVE DONE. SHE SAID THAT SOME PERSONS WANTED TO SEARCH THE GRAVE-MOUNDS OVER TARA'S DEPARTED HEROES, BUT THAT SHE HAD ROUSED THE VILLAGERS, WHO DROVE OFF THE SACRILEGIOUS PARTY. TO HER PATRIOTIC ARDOR, THE SANCTITY OF TARA AND ITS DEPARTED DRUIDS AND PRINCES MAY BE SAFELY CONFIDED. MRS. WILKES READS IN THE ANTIQUITY OF TEMORA AS THE TEMAN OF EDOM, OF MIDIAN AS THE OLD NAME FOR MEATH, OF PADAN ARAM, OF LABAN, OF LEVI NOW LEWES, OF DANAANS FROM DAN, OF JACOB'S PILLOW LIA FAIL, OF THE IRISH GENEALOGY IN THE FIRST OF CHRONICLES, OF THE TABLETS OF DRUIDS BEING THE PEELED RODS OF JACOB, TESTIFYING TO THE GLORY OF TARA. THE OLD PATRIARCHAL RELIGION OF CHALDÆA WAS ONE WITH THE ANCIENT FAITH OF ERIN. LASTLY, AND NOT TO BE FORGOTTEN, THE ASSOCIATION OF THE HOLY STONE WITH TARA SIGNIFIES THE PLACE ABOVE ALL IN SOME PERSONS' ESTIMATION. DR. PETRIE DISCOURSES ELOQUENTLY UPON THE BOD THEARGHAIS, WHICH BEARS, HOWEVER, A SURPRISING PHALLIC SIGNIFICATION. "IT IS," SAYS HE, "AN INTERESTING FACT THAT A LARGE OBELISCAL PILLAR STONE, IN A PROSTRATE POSITION, OCCUPIED, UNTIL A RECENT PERIOD, THE VERY SITUATION ON THE HILL OF TARA, POINTED OUT AS THE PLACE OF THE LIA FAIL BY THE IRISH WRITERS OF THE TENTH, ELEVENTH, AND TWELFTH CENTURIES; AND THAT THIS WAS A MONUMENT OF PAGAN ANTIQUITY, AN IDOL STONE, AS THE IRISH WRITERS CALL IT, WILL SEE EVIDENT FROM ITS FORM AND CHARACTER." TARA, THEREFORE, OCCUPIES NO MEAN POSITION IN THE HISTORY OF RELIGION IN IRELAND. HOWTH HILL, OVERLOOKING DUBHLINN OR DUBLIN BAY NOT FAR FROM EBLANA, DUBLIN, AND RISING 578 FEET ABOVE THE WATER, WAS A HALLOWED SPOT LONG BEFORE ST. PATRICK WAS AT TARA. IT WAS THE BEN EDIR OR EDAIR OF THE FENIANS, A SO CALLED FROM ITS OAKS. THE DANES DESTROYED ITS HALLS IN 819. THE BOOK OF HOWTH CHRONICLES EVENTS FROM 432 TO 1370. THE DANISH WORD HOWETH IS FROM HOVED, A HEAD, PTOLEMY'S EDRAS BECAME EDAR. A FENIAN POEM RUNS THUS: "HOW SWEET FROM PROUD BEN EDIR'S HEIGHT TO SEE THE OCEAN ROLL IN SIGHT; AND FLEETS, SWIFT BOUNDING ON THE GALE, WITH WARRIORS CLOTHED IN SHINING MAIL. MOST BEAUTEOUS HILL, AROUND WHOSE HEAD TEN THOUSAND SEA-BIRDS' PINIONS SPREAD; MAY JOY THY LORD'S TRUE BOSOM THRILL, CHIEF OF THE FENIANS' HAPPY HILL." IRELAND' EYE, A LITTLE ISLE NORTH OF HOWTH HARBOUR, IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH EARLY RELIGIOUS HISTORY. IT WAS THE INIS NESSAN, FROM ST. MAC NESSAN, OF THE ROYAL FAMILY OF LEINSTER, WHO, IN THE SIXTH CENTURY, HAD HIS ORATORY AT INIS EREAN, AS THEN IT WAS CALLED. THE WORD EYE IS FROM THE DANISH EY, ISLAND. THERE IT WAS THAT THE HOLY MAN WAS ASSAILED, AS THE STORY GOES, BY THE FORMIDABLE CHIEF OF HELL, WHO SOUGHT TO TERRIFY HIM BY HIS GIGANTIC AND TERRIBLE FORM. THE SAINT, EXCITED, THREW HIS BOOK AT THE FIEND, DRIVING HIM AGAINST A ROCK WHICH, SPLITTING OPEN, RECEIVED HIM WITHIN ITSELF. THE ABBEY OF HOWTH WAS ERECTED IN 1235. FIN MAC COUL'S QUOIT, A STONE OF MANY TONS WEIGHT, IS NOW SEEN COVERING A CROMLECH, UPON WHICH THESE VERSES WERE WRITTEN BY S. FERGUSON, Q.C., RECORDING THE BURIAL OF THE FAIR FENIAN, AIDEEN "THEY HEWED THE STONE; THEY HEAPED THE CAIRN: SAID OSSIAN, 'IN A QUEENLY GRAVE WE LEAVE HER 'MONG HER FIELDS OF FERN, BETWEEN THE CLIFF AND WAVE.' THE CLIFF BEHIND STANDS CLEAR AND BARE, AND BARE ABOVE, THE HEATHERY STEEP SCALES THE BLUE HEAVEN'S EXPANSE TO WHERE THE DANAAN DRUIDS SLEEP. AND HERE HARD BY HER NATAL BOWER, ON LONE BEN ADAIR'S SIDE WE STRIVE WITH LIFTED ROCK, AND SIGNS OF POWER, TO KEEP HER NAME ALIVE. THAT WHILE FROM CIRCLING YEAR TO YEAR, THE OGHAM LETTERED STONE IS SEEN, THE GAEL SHALL SAY, 'OUR FENIANS HERE ENTOMBED THEIR LOVED AIDEEN.'"  
ROUND TOWER CREED.
WITHOUT ENTERING UPON A DESCRIPTION OF THESE ANCIENT AND GRACEFUL ARCHITECTURAL OBJECTS, IT MAY PROPERLY BE ASKED, "DO THEY THROW ANY LIGHT UPON THE QUESTION OF RELIGION IN IRELAND?" THE FIRST INQUIRY WILL BE AS TO THEIR AGE. IF, AS SOME AUTHORITIES DECLARE, THEY DATE FROM CHRISTIAN TIMES, THEY MAY BE REGARDED AS SILENT, SO FAR AS PRIOR HEATHENISM IS CONCERNED. IF, HOWEVER, AS OTHERS CONTEND, THEIR STRUCTURE AND ARRANGEMENTS INDICATE A PERIOD OF GREATER ANTIQUITY, THEY MAY TELL A TALE OF PAGAN SYMBOLISM. AS WRITERS OF THE TWELFTH CENTURY ASSURE US THAT THERE WERE THEN NO STONE CHURCHES IN IRELAND, THESE BUILDINGS MUST, IF CHRISTIAN, HAVE BEEN RAISED SINCE THE NORMAN CONQUEST OF THAT ISLAND. AND YET, AS MARCUS KEANE INFORMS US "MORE THAN EIGHTY OF THE SUPPOSED SITES OF TOWERS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE NAMES OF FIFTH AND SIXTH CENTURY SAINTS, OR OF HEATHEN DIVINITIES." ONE HAS AFFIRMED THAT A CELEBRATED TOWER WAS BUILT BY THE DEVIL IN ONE NIGHT. TO THIS, LATOCNAYE SAYS, "IF THE DEVIL BUILT IT, HE IS A GOOD MASON." OTHERS MAY STILL AS "WHO ERECTED THE REST?" WHILE OVER A HUNDRED A KNOWN TO US NOW, THEIR NUMBER MUST HAVE BEEN MUCH GREATER FORMERLY, IF, AS THAT ANCIENT CHRONICLE, THE ULSTER ANNALS, DECLARES, 75 FELL IN THE GREAT IRISH EARTHQUAKE OF 448. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT THEY WERE FIRE-TOWERS, BELFRIES, WATCH TOWERS, GRANARIES, SEPULCHERS, FORTS, HERMIT DWELLINGS, PURGATORIAL PILLARS, PHALLIC OBJECTS OF WORSHIP, ASTRONOMICAL MARKS, DEPOSITORIES OF BUDDHIST RELICS, BAAL FIRE-PLACES, OBSERVATORIES, SANCTUARIES OF THE SACRED FIRE, FREEMASON LODGES. THEY WERE PAGAN AND CHRISTIAN, BUILT LONG BEFORE CHRIST, OR A THOUSAND YEARS AFTER. AS SHOWING THE DIVERSITY OF OPINION, WE PLACE BEFORE READER SOME OF THE VIEWS, ESPECIALLY WHERE THEY BEAR UPON THE SUBJECT OF IRISH RELIGION. MOST CHRISTIAN WRITERS OF THE ISLAND, JEALOUS ALIKE FOR THEIR FAITH AND THE HONOR OF THE COUNTRY, PRONOUNCE THEM CHRISTIAN EDIFICES. THE MOST EMINENT, PERHAPS DR. PETRIE, ASSERTS THAT THEY "ARE OF CHRISTIAN ECCLESIASTICAL ORIGIN, AND WERE ERECTED AT VARIOUS PERIODS BETWEEN THE FIFTH AND THIRTEENTH CENTURIES;" THAT IS, MOSTLY RAISED BY THE NORMAN CONQUERORS OF IRELAND AS BELFRIES. O'CURRY REGARDS PETRIE AS UNASSAILABLE. MISS STOKES IS DESERVEDLY A HIGH AUTHORITY FOR HER EARLY CHRISTIAN ARCHITECTURE IN IRELAND; BUT SHE WOULD PLACE THEM AS PRE-NORMAN. PETRIE AND OTHERS POINT TO THE FACT OF SKELETONS BEING FOUND IN SOME, AND THESE LYING EAST AND WEST, AS A PROOF OF CHRISTIAN ORIGIN. YET, AS IS REPLIED, ALL THIS EXISTED UNDER PAGANISM. CHRISTIAN EMBLEMS, FOUND ONLY IN THREE OUT OF SIXTY-THREE, HAVE BEEN REGARDED AS MODERN ALTERATIONS. THE SILENCE ABOUT THE TOWERS IN IRISH HAGIOGRAPHY, AS THE ACTA SANCTORUM, &C., WOULD SEEM TO INDICATE A NON-CHRISTIAN ORIGIN, AS EARLY MONKISH AUTHORS FORBORE REFERENCE TO PAGANISM. IT IS FURTHER ASKED, WHERE IS THE CHRISTIAN PROTOTYPE? IF AN IRISH STYLE OF CHRISTIAN BUILDING, WHY DID IT NOT APPEAR IN COUNTRIES KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN UNDER IRISH MISSIONARY INFLUENCE, AS IN CORNWALL, ISLE OF MAN, SCOTLAND, FRANCE, GERMANY? WHY DID NOT CULDEES LEAVE SUCH MEMORIALS IN THE HEBRIDES, IN LINDISFARNE, AND OTHER LOCALITIES? "THERE ARE WEIGHTY AUTHORITIES ON BOTH SIDES," WRITES GRADWELL, "BUT THERE ARE SUFFICIENTLY HIGH NAMES WHO MAINTAIN THEY WERE ALREADY IN EXISTENCE WHEN THE SAINT WAS BROUGHT TO IRELAND. IF THEY BELONG TO A LATER PERIOD, WHEN IRELAND WAS CHRISTIAN, IT SEEMS STRANGE THAT THE ARCHITECTS OF THOSE TIMES SHOULD HAVE DISPLAYED SUCH SURPASSING SKILL IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THESE TOWERS, FOR WHICH IT IS DIFFICULT TO ASSIGN ANY ADEQUATE PURPOSE; AND NOT, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAVE LEFT US NO MONUMENTS WHATEVER OF A MORE USEFUL KIND." IT IS OBVIOUS ENOUGH, AS HAS BEEN POINTED OUT, THAT "ST PATRICK AND HIS FOLLOWERS ALMOST INVARIABLY SELECTED THOSE SACRED SITES OF PAGANISM, AND BUILT THEIR WOODEN CHURCHES UNDER THE SHADOW OF THE ROUND TOWERS, THEN AS MYSTERIOUS AND INSCRUTABLE AS THEY ARE TODAY." MRS. S. C. HALL, NOTING THE CARVINGS ON THE DEVENISH TOWER, WRITES, "SOME OF THE ADVOCATES OF THE CHRISTIAN THEORY, ON LOOKING AT THESE CARVINGS, AND AT THOSE OF CORMAC'S CHAPEL IN CASHEL, AND ON THE CORBEL STONES IN THE INTERIOR OF THE ARDMORE TOWER, WOULD ARGUE A CHRISTIAN PERIOD OF ERECTION. WE CONFESS WE CANNOT SEE THEM IN SAME LIGHT." THE ANCHORITE THEORY WAS MENTIONED BY THE REV, THOMAS HARMER, IN 1789. HE SAW A PARALLEL IN THE HERMITAGE OF ST. SABBA; SAYING, "THE HEIGHT OF THE DOOR THE TOWER BELONGING TO ST. SABBA IS A CIRCUMSTANCE WHICH IT APPEARS TO AGREE WITH THE SCOTCH AND IRISH TOWERS." A BELL ON THE TOP SERVED AS A WARNING OF APPROACH OF FOES TO THE HERMITS. SOME SAW THEM SERVING TO SUSTAIN SUCH SELF-MARTYRS AS SIMON STYLITES. WRIGHT, THE ANTIQUARY, OBSERVED, "SOME WILL HAVE THEM TO HAVE BEEN WATCH-TOWERS OR BEACONS; BUT THEIR LOW SITUATION SEEMS RATHER TO ARGUE AGAINST IT. OTHERS ARE OPINION THAT THEY ARE PURGATORIAL PILLARS, BY WHICH PENITENT WAS ELEVATED, ACCORDING TO HIS CRIME, BY A LADDER TO FAST AND PRAY, AND SO PURGE AWAY HIS SINS." "THEY CERTAINLY ARE NOT BELFRIES," SAYS HIGGINS; "AND THE FIRE-TOWER SCHEME BEING GONE, I HAVE NOT HEARD ANYTHING SUGGESTED HAVING THE SLIGHTEST DEGREE OF PROBABILITY." TO BEDE THEY WERE AN ENIGMA. H. O'BRIEN, ON THE ROUND TOWERS, HELD THAT THEY WERE BUILT BY THE TUATH DE DANAANS, AND "WERE SPECIFICALLY CONSTRUCTED FOR A TWOFOLD PURPOSE OF WORSHIPPING THE SUN AND MOON, AS THE AUTHORS OF GENERATION AND VEGETABLE HEAT. AGAIN "I DO DENY THAT THE ROUND TOWERS OF IRELAND WERE FIRE RECEPTACLES," (BUT) "IN HONOR OF THAT SANCTIFYING PRINCIPLE OF NATURE, EMANATING, AS WAS SUPPOSED, FROM THE SUN, UNDER THE DENOMINATION OF SOL, PHŒBUS, APOLLO, ABAD OR BUDH; AND FROM THE MOON, UNDER THE EPITHETS OF LUNA, DIANA, JUNO, ASTARTE, VENUS, BABIA OR BATSEE." MISS STOKES THOUGHT IT WAS ABSURD TO SAY, AS THE EARLY WELSH HISTORIAN DID, THAT IRELAND HAD NO STONE BUILDINGS BEFORE THE ELEVENTH CENTURY, AND SHE MAINTAINED THAT THE TOWERS WERE OF THE TENTH CENTURY, BEING HALF STRONGHOLDS, HALF BELFRIES. HER OPINION IS THAT IRISH ART IS NOT FROM GREECE, BUT OF PURELY NATIVE GROWTH. MANY IRISH TRADITIONS POINT TO THEIR DANISH ORIGIN. ST. BERNARD WROTE THAT THE ARCHBISHOP OF ARMAGH FIRST BUILT A STONE HOUSE, AND WAS BLAMED FOR IT BY HIS IRISH FLOCK. THAT THEY HAD GREAT ANTIQUITY MIGHT BE CONJECTURED FROM THE FACT, THAT THE GREAT BATTLE BETWEEN TUATHS AND FIRBOLGS WAS KNOWN AS THE FIELD OF THE TOWERS. PETRIE FOUND THE TRADITION OF THEIR STRUCTURE BY GOBAN SAER, THE POET, OR MASON, A MYTH OF VERY OLDEN DATE. DUDLEY'S SYMBOLISM DILATES ON THEIR GEOMETRIC FORM AND PHALLIC CHARACTERISTICS. A MS. SAYS THAT "THE USE TO WHICH OUR ANCIENT IRISH PUT THESE TOWERS WAS TO IMPRISON PENITENTS." FORLONG DEEMED THEM PHALLIC; AND BISHOP ROTHE, 1647, MEMORIALS OF CONQUEST. KENRICK'S THOUGHT OF THEIR PHŒNICIAN ORIGIN IS COMBATED ON THE GROUND OF THERE BEING NONE LIKE THEM IN PALESTINE. IN 1605, A WORK APPEARED WITH THIS TITLE, DE ANTIQUITATE TURRUM BELANORUM PAGANA KERRIENSI, ET DE ARCHITECTURA NON CAMPANILIS ECCLESIASTICA," AND CONTAINING MANY ENGRAVINGS OF ROUND TOWERS. AN AUTHOR OF LOUVAIN, 1610, ESTEEMED THEM, SAYS HARGRAVE JENNINGS, THE ROSICRUCIAN, "HEATHEN LITHOI OR OBELISKS, IN THE SENSE OF ALL THOSE REFERRED TO IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD (PHALLI). THEY WERE RAISED IN THE EARLY RELIGIONS, AS THE OBJECTS OF A UNIVERSAL WORSHIP." THE POPULAR IDEA IN IRELAND, THAT THEY WERE ERECTED BY THE DANES, IS MET WITH THE DIFFICULTY THAT THERE ARE NONE SUCH IN DENMARK, OR IN ENGLAND. SIR THOMAS MOLYNEUX DECLARED THEM BELFRIES. ONE SMITH, 1750, SUPPOSED THEIR DATE BETWEEN 900 AND 1000. AN IRISH MS. CALLED THEM INCLUSORIA, FOR THE IMPRISONMENT OF CRIMINALS. GOVERNOR POWNALL GAVE THEM AN ARKITE ORIGIN; ANOTHER, A PICTISH; A THIRD, AS THE WORK OF SCYTHIAN SABÆANS. BRERETON, OF THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES, SAID, IN 1763--"I THINK THEM RATHER ANCIENT IRISH THAN EITHER PICTISH OR DANISH." THE TOWERS MUST NOT BE CONFOUNDED WITH THE BROCHS OR PICTISH HOUSES OF CAITHNESS, WHICH WERE FORTS WITH THE RESIDENCE BETWEEN TWO CIRCULAR WALLS; NOR WITH THE SO-CALL VITRIFIED FORTS, KNOWN IN SCOTLAND, AND OF GREAT ANTIQUITY. BUT THEY MAY BE LIKENED TO THE NURHAGHS OR GIANTS' TOWERS OF SARDINIA, GOZO ISLAND, BALEARIC ISLES, & THOUGH THESE TOWERS ARE MUCH MORE COMPLICATED IN STRUCTURE, AND RATHER CONICAL. LIKE OUR TOWERS, THEY ARE SPLENDID SPECIMENS OF MASONRY. THE NURHAGHS ARE NUMEROUS--EVEN THOUSANDS REMAINING AS ROUND TOWERS, THEY SLOPE INWARD ABOUT TEN DEGREES. THEY ARE SEEN FROM 20 TO 140 FEET IN DIAMETER, HAVING SPIRAL STAIRCASE. AT GOZO, ONE, WITH A DIAMETER OF 100 FEET HAS ONE CHAMBER 80 FEET BY 50. FERGUSSON, ARCHITECTURAL SCHOLAR, DECLARES THEM PRE-ROMAN IN AGE. HE THINKS THEY DID NOT GROW OUT OF DOLMEN, NOR DOLMEN OUT OF THEN. THE WORD NUR MEANS FIRE; BUT, IF FIRE-TEMPLES, WHY MANY OF THEM? AS FEW BODIES ARE EVER FOUND IN THEM, THEY COULD NOT HAVE BEEN TOMBS. OLIVER CONSIDERED THE NURAGHS WERE GRANARIES IN TIME OF PEACE, BUT FORTRESSES IN WAR. THERE IS GREAT UNCERTAINTY AS TO THE OBJECT OR ORIGIN OF TOWERS. BEING ROOFED IN, THEY RESEMBLE THE DOMED TUMULI AT MYKENNA OF THE PELASGIANS, OR LIKE BUDDHIST DAGOBAS. CAPTAIN OLIVER, DESCRIBING THE MALTESE TOWERS, CALLS ATTENTION TO "THE USE OF THE NUMEROUS RECESSES, MORE LIKE SMALL CUPBOARDS, CUT IN THE STONE SLABS," AND WHICH RESEMBLE THE RECESSES IN THE ROUND TOWERS. "IT MAY BE CONJECTURED," SAID HE, "THAT THESE LOCULI MAY HAVE BEEN INTENDED TO HOLD THE SMALL IDOLS, WHOSE TRUNKS (HEADLESS), MADE OF STONE OR CLAY, ARE NOT DISSIMILAR TO THE CONVENTIONAL FEMALE FIGURES OF HINDOO REPRESENTATIONS, ON THE NUMEROUS LARGE AND SMALL RUDELY SHAPED CONICAL STONES (POSSIBLY SACRED SYMBOLS, ANALOGOUS TO THE LARGER STONE CONES, ON WHICH FEMALE MAMMÆ ARE FOUND ENGRAVED IN THE RUINED NURAGGHI OF SARDINIA) WHICH ARE FOUND IN THOSE RUINS. SOMEWHAT SIMILAR SMALL PYRAMIDAL CONES, WHICH BY SOME HAVE BEEN SUPPOSED TO REPRESENT THE SUN'S RAYS, ARE TO BE SEEN IN THE HANDS OF PRIESTS KNEELING BEFORE THE SACRED SERPENT GOD IN EGYPTIAN PAINTINGS." ALL THIS REFERENCE TO PHALLICISM IN THE NURHAGHS, MAINTAINED BY ARNIM, DE LA MARMORA, AND OTHER ITALIANS, APPARENTLY TENDS TO SUPPORT PHALLIC THEORIES ON THE ROUND TOWERS. OTHER AUTHORITIES, AS MANNO, PEYRON, SEE IN THEM ONLY SEPULCHRES; WHILE ANGIUS, ARRI, AND MÜNTER TAKE THE FIRE-WORSHIP VIEW. THE WORD NURAGGH IS TURANIAN ACCORDING TO THE REV. J. TAYLOR; BUT, TO DR. CHARNOCK, IT IS PHŒNICIAN. ROUND TOWERS HAVE BEEN ALSO COMPARED TO THE TOWERS OF SILENCE BY FERGUSSON, THOUGH THOSE ARE BUT PARSEE BURIAL-PLACES. SOME SEE RESEMBLANCE TO THE PAGODAS OF THE POLYGARS OF THE CIRCARS. ONE NEAR BENARES IS 50 FEET HIGH; THAT AT BAHAR HAS THE DOOR REACHED BY A LADDER. THEY HAVE BEEN COMPARED WITH THE DHILA IRON SHAFT, 48 FEET HIGH, ERECTED IN THE FIFTH CENTURY. THE CHOUCHAS OF NORTH AFRICA ARE IN GROUPS, FROM 7 FEET TO 40 FEET DIAMETER, OF REGULAR MASONRY. THE TOWERS OF ETRURIA, LIKE THOSE OF IRELAND, HAD SEVERAL STORIES. LUCIAN WROTE OF A PRIAPUS NEAR HIEROPOLIS THREE HUNDRED CUBITS HIGH. A LIKENESS TO THE TOPES OF BHILSA, OR THE LOFTY BUDDHIST STUPAS, HAD MANY ADVOCATES. YET FERGUSSON ASSERTS THAT NO STONE BUILDING OF INDIA WAS EXISTING 250 B C, AND CUNNINGHAM DATES THE TOPES NO EARLIER. MASSON ASSURES US THAT TUMULI INVARIABLY ACCOMPANY TOPES. CHINESE TOWERS HAVE NINE STORIES. IN PERSIA, PULWAR VALLEY, IS A STONE TOWER 40 FEET HIGH, WITH A DOOR 15 FEET HIGH, CONSIDERED BY MORIER A FIRE-TEMPLE. UNDER ONE STUPA WERE FOUND TWO STONE VESSELS CONTAINING BONES, PEARLS, AND GOLD-LEAF, UNDER ANOTHER, A SACRED BOX. A SARNATH STUPA IS RECORDED BY HWEN THSANG TO HAVE BEEN 300 FEET IN HEIGHT. KING ASOKA'S PILLAR, 70 FEET, WAS ERECTED THREE HUNDRED YEARS BEFORE CHRIST. MARCUS KEANE WROTE NEARLY THIRTY YEARS AGO HIS TOWERS AND TEMPLES OF ANCIENT IRELAND. HE HELD THAT THE ORIENTAL CUTHITES RAISED THEM, AS GIANTS BUILT THE TOWER OF BABEL, AND THAT LONG BEFORE THE CELTS CAME TO ERIN; THAT THE IRISH WERE THEN A CULTURED PEOPLE, AS ST PATRICK IS SAID TO HAVE BURNT 180 VOLUMES OF THEIR LITERATURE, THAT THE SAINTS IDENTIFIED WITH OLD CHURCHES WERE HEATHENISH, THAT ST. DIUL OR ST DEUIL, WAS DIA BAAL, THE GOD BAAL, THAT STONE. CROSSES EXISTED THERE BEFORE CHRISTIANITY; THAT ST. KEVIN'S BED HAD A MYSTIC AND PAGAN MEANING, THAT THE GOBBAN SAER, SAID BY IRISH TRADITION TO BE THE TOWER-BUILDER, WAS NONE OTHER THAN THE GRAND-MASTER OF THE CUTHITE MASONS. BUT HIS GREAT CONTENTION WAS THAT THE ROUND TOWER WERE DESIGNED TO EXHIBIT THE MALE PRODUCTIVE PRINCIPLE, AND INDIRECTLY, THE PRODUCTIVE POWER OF THE SUN. HE FANCIED THAT THE DISPUTE WHICH LED TO THE DISPERSION AT THE TOWER OF BABEL WAS NONE OTHER THAN THE RIVALRY BETWEEN THE BELIEVERS IN THE FATHER PRINCIPLE AND THOSE ADOPTING THE MOTHER PRINCIPLE. HE DECLARED THAT THE CUTHITES OR SCOTIS WERE UPHOLDERS OF THE FIRST, AND THAT, BEING DEFEATED BY THE OTHER PARTY, THEY EMIGRATED TO IRELAND, AND RAISED THE TOWERS AS MONUMENTS OF THEIR FAITH. THE MAGIAN OR FIRE THEORY, ASSOCIATED ALSO WITH SUN WORSHIP, HAD ADVOCATES IN WELD, O'CONOR, BETHAN, WEBB, MOORE, LANIGAN. DR. LANIGAN FOUND BUILDINGS IN INDIA WITH AN INTERIOR LIKE THAT OF IRISH TOWERS. "THOSE TEMPLES," SAYS HE, "WERE USUALLY ROUND, AND SOME OF THEM WERE RAISED TO A GREAT HEIGHT. THE LOWER PART OF AN IRISH ROUND TOWER MIGHT HAVE ANSWERED VERY WELL FOR A TEMPLE; THAT IS, A PLACE IN WHICH WAS AN ALTAR, ON WHICH THE SACRED FIRE WAS PRESERVED, WHILE THE MIDDLE FLOORS COULD HAVE SERVED AS HABITATIONS FOR THE PERSONS EMPLOYED IN WATCHING IT. THE HIGHEST PART OF THE TOWER WAS AN OBSERVATORY, INTENDED FOR CELESTIAL OBSERVATIONS, AS I THINK EVIDENTLY APPEARS FROM THE FOUR WINDOWS BEING PLACED OPPOSITE TO THE FOUR CARDINAL POINTS." FINDING MOST DOORS FACING THE WEST, HE IS THE MORE CONFIRMED IN THE FIRE-WORSHIP THEORY, AS MAGIANS ALWAYS ADVANCED FROM THE WEST SIDE TO WORSHIP THE FIRE. WE ARE REMINDED OF THE WORDS OF DIODORUS SICULUS, THAT AN ISLE OPPOSITE GAUL, AND NEARLY AS LARGE AS SICILY, HAD TEMPLES OF A ROUND FORM, DEDICATED TO THE SUN, IN WHICH PRIESTS WITH HARPS SANG PRAISES TO THEIR GOD. THE PSALTER OF CASHEL DISTINCTLY SPEAKS OF THE PRESERVATION OF THEIR SACRED FIRE. DR. O'BRENNAN, WHO THOUGHT THEY WERE RAISED BY THE TUATHS, RECOGNIZED THE FIRE-WORSHIP OF THE GADELIANS IN IRELAND, AND THE USE OF THE TOWERS FOR THAT PURPOSE. THOUGH KNOWN OF OLD AS BELL-HOUSES, HE OBSERVES "THAT THESE TOWERS MIGHT HAVE BEEN, IN AFTER TIMES, USED AS BELL-HOUSES, IS ANOTHER QUESTION." MISS BEAUFORT SAYS "THE OBJECT FOR WHICH THE TOWERS WERE BUILT IS DISTINCTLY MENTIONED IN THE ANCIENT HISTORY, CALLED THE PSALTER OF CASHEL, AND THAT OF TARA, TO BE FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE SACRED FIRES OF BAAL, THE BAAL-THEINE." ELSEWHERE, SHE WRITES--"THE DRUIDIC TEMPLES OF VESTA, IN WHICH WERE KEPT THE SACRED OR ETERNAL FIRE, WERE CALLED TLACHGS, OR TEMPLES OF CYBELE, BEING OF THE SAME CONSTRUCTION WITH THE PYRATHEA OF THE ANCIENT PERSIANS." WINDELE THUS EXPRESSES HIS VIEWS "THEIR IRISH NAMES, TUR-AGHAN OR ADHAN, FEIDH-NEIMHEDH AND CILEAGH, ARE OF THEMSELVES CONCLUSIVE AS TO THEIR PAGAN ORIGIN, AND ANNOUNCE AT ONCE A FANE DEVOTED TO THAT FORM OF RELIGION, COMPOUNDED OF SABÆISM OR STAR-WORSHIP AND BUDDHISM OF WHICH THE SUN, REPRESENTED BY FIRE, WAS THE PRINCIPAL DEITY." BUDDHISM IS HERE A SORT OF SUN-WORSHIP, AND NOT AFT THE TEACHING OF THE FOUNDER. HOWEVER PURE THE SENTIMENTS ORIGINALLY TAUGHT, AND NOW PROFESSED IN ESOTERIC BUDDHIST AND THEOSOPHY, ALL TRAVELERS ADMIT THAT ANCIENT PAGAN IDEAS HAVE COME THROUGH TO THE SURFACE OF BUDDHISM, AND LARGELY REPRESENT IDOLATROUS ACTION. YET, THEY WHO RECOGNIZE IN THE IRISH TOWERS THE FORMER PRESENCE OF BUDDHIST MISSIONARIES, FANCY THE BUILDINGS MIGHT HAVE CONTAINED RELICS OF BUDH. H. O'BRIEN REGARDS THE SACRED TREE OF BUDH TO HAVE BEEN PRIMARILY A LINGAM, AND SECONDARILY A TREE. HE READS IN THE IRISH BUDH-GAYA AN ALLUSION TO GENERATIVENESS. FORLONG LOOKS UPON THE TOWER AS A DEPOSIT FOR LINGAM ARTICLES IN SECRET RECESSES. ANNA WILKES IN IRELAND, UR OF THE CHALDEES, WRITES--"THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT THE TOWERS IN THE INTERIOR OF HINDOSTAN BEAR MORE THAN A STRIKING LIKENESS TO THOSE REMAINING IN IRELAND. THESE RESEMBLANCES ARE TO BE FOUND IN SUCH GREAT QUANTITIES IN THE LATTER PLACE, THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE BUT TO BELIEVE THAT IRELAND WAS THE CENTER FROM WHICH A GREAT DEAL OF THE RELIGION OF BUDH DEVELOPED. THIS WILL NOT APPEAR STRANGE WHEN WE CONSIDER, IN CONNECTION WITH THE POINT, THAT MANY OF THE SAINTS BEAR ARYAN AND SEMITIC NAMES." THE BELLS, ASSERTED BY TRADITION TO HAVE BELONGED TO THE TOWERS, FURNISH AN ARGUMENT FOR THE ADVOCATE OF BUDDHISM, SO CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH BELLS. GLENDALOUGH, IN ITS SCULPTURES, APPEARS ALSO TO FAVOR THIS IDEA. NO ONE CAN VISIT ST. KEVIN'S KITCHEN THERE WITHOUT BEING STRUCK WITH SUCH RESEMBLANCES. LEDWICH HAS POINTED OUT SOME OF THESE. AS AMONG THE MOST ANCIENT STRUCTURES IN IRELAND, AND SINGULARLY ALLIED TO THE TOWER NEAR, ST. KEVIN'S KITCHEN PECULIARLY AROUSED THE ATTENTION OF THE WRITER. IT WAS NOT ONLY THE POSITION OCCUPIED BY THE SERPENT, THE BULBULS OR DOVES, THE TREE OF LIFE, OR IRISH AITHAIR FAODHA, OR TREE OF BUDH, BUT THE STONE ROOF AND THE PECULIAR CEMENT OF THE WALLS BORE WITNESS TO ITS ANTIQUITY. THE BUDDHIST FORM OF THE CRUCIFIXION, SO DIFFERENT FROM ANYTHING IN EARLY CHRISTIAN ART, IS ANOTHER SINGULAR FEATURE. IN THE TOWER OF DONOUGHMORE, MEATH COUNTY, IS ONE OF THESE SCULPTURES; AS BRASH DESCRIBES "VERY DIMINUTIVE RUDE FIGURE WITH EXTENDED ARMS, AND LEGS CROSSED." IN IRISH WE READ OF THE DANAAN KING, BUDH THE RED; OF THE HILL OF BUDH, CNOX BUIDHBH, IN TYRONE; OF OTHER BUDH HILLS IN MAYO AND ROSCOMMON; AND, IN THE BOOK OF BALLYMOTE, OF FERGUS OF THE FIRE OF BUDH. BUDDHISM WAS A GREAT POWER IN REMOTE AGES; AND, AS ALLANSON PICTON POINTS OUT, "NOT SO MUCH IN ITS PHILOSOPHICAL CONCLUSIONS, AS THE FEELING OUT OF THE SOUL TOWARDS AN UNLIMITED LOYALTY TO THE INFINITE." STILL, IF ROUND TOWERS OWE ANYTHING TO BUDDHISM, WHY ARE THEY ONLY IN IRELAND? WHILE LARRIGAN THOUGHT THEM PAGAN, LYNCH, O'HALLORAN, LEDWICH, O'CURRY, AND PETRIE HELD THEM CHRISTIAN. A PHALLIC ORIGIN IS GIVEN BY H. O'BRIEN AND SIR W. BETHAM;, A CEMETERY MEMORIAL, BY WESTROPP; A BAPTISTERY BY CANON SMIDDY; A HERMITAGE, BY DEAN RICHARDSON AND E. KING; AND A PENITENTIARY, BY SIR R. COLT HOARE. WHO CAN DECIDE WHEN SUCH AUTHORITIES DISAGREE?
OSSIAN THE BARD.
A WILD STORM OF CONTROVERSY ONCE RAGED, WHEN MACPHERSON PUT FORTH A WORK PURPORTING TO BE A COLLECTION OF OLD GAELIC SONGS, UNDER THE NAME OF THE "POEMS OF OSSIAN," WHO WAS THE LAST OF THE FENIAN CHIEFS, AND WHO, REPORTED, ON HIS RETURN TO IRELAND AFTER HIS ENCHANTMENT, FAILED TO YIELD HIS PAGANISM TO ST. PATRICK'S APPEALS. WHILE GENERALLY CONDEMNED AS THE INVENTOR OF THE LAYS, THE CHARMS OF WHICH ENTHRALLED EVEN BYRON AND GOETHE, HE MUST SURELY HAVE BEEN A POET OF GREAT MERIT, IF THEY WERE OF HIS OWN COMPOSITION. BUT IF THEY WERE REMAINS OF ANCIENT TRADITIONS, CARRIED DOWN BY WORD OF MOUTH, MACPHERSON MIGHT AT LEAST BE CREDITED WITH WEAVING THEM INTO MORE OR LESS CONNECTED NARRATIVES. THERE HAS BEEN MUCH DEBATE AS TO THE POSSIBILITY SUCH RUDE PEOPLE, AS IN ERIN AND ON THE OPPOSITE SHORE OF NORTH BRITAIN, HAVING SO RETENTIVE A MEMORY, WITH THE ABILITY TO TRANSMIT IDEAS AT ONCE BEAUTIFUL AND REFINED, IN LANGUAGE OF IMAGINATION AND TASTE. BUT, AS WITH EDDA, AND THE FOLKLORE OF OTHER SEMI-BARBAROUS NATIONS, FACTS PROVE THE REALITY OF EXTRAORDINARY MEMORY. IT IS NOT GENERALLY KNOWN THAT MANY JEWS COULD REPEAT FAITHFULLY THE WHOLE OF THEIR SACRED SCRIPTURES. THE HISTORY OF THE POEMS IS INTERESTING. THE REV. JOHN HOME, THE AUTHOR OF DOUGLAS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS, FOUND A TUTOR WITH TRANSCRIPTS TAKEN DOWN FROM OLD NORTHERN PEOPLE, WHICH WERE SENT ON TO PROFESSOR HUGH BLAIR. MACPHERSON WAS REQUESTED TO TRANSLATE SOME OF THEM, AND THESE WERE PUBLISHED BY BLAIR IN 1760. SEARCH WAS THEN MADE FOR SIMILAR TRADITIONS BY MACPHERSON HIMSELF, WHO FOUND IN LORD BUTE A PATRON FOR THE PUBLISHING OF FINGAL IN 1762. DR. JOHNSON, THE HATER OF ALL THAT WAS SCOTCH, FURIOUSLY ATTACKED THE BOOK. IN 1849, DR. LOUNROST PUBLISHED 22,793 VERSES RESCUED FROM MEMORY. THE 1862 EDITION OF THE DEAN OF LISMORE'S BOOK GIVES, IN THE APPENDIX, A LONG POEM TAKEN DOWN FROM THE MOUTH OF AN OLD WOMAN AS LATE AS 1856. SIR WALTER SCOTT COLLECTED MANY SCOTCH BALLADS IN THE SAME WAY. THE STORY OF GRAINNE AND DIARMUID HAS BEEN LONG KNOWN IN THE CABINS OF IRELAND. FENIAN POEMS HAVE BEEN CIRCULATING FOR AGES AMONG THE PEASANTRY OF IRELAND AND SCOTLAND. IN 1785, FORD HILL PUBLISHED AN ANCIENT ERSE POEM, COLLECTED AMONG THE SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS, TO ILLUSTRATE MACPHERSON'S OSSIAN. IN GILLIES'S HISTORY OF GREECE, WE ARE TOLD THAT "THE SCATTERED FRAGMENTS OF GRECIAN HISTORY WERE PRESERVED DURING THIRTEEN CENTURIES BY ORAL TRADITION." BARDS DID THE SAME SERVICE FOR ROMAN HISTORY TILL THE SECOND CENTURY BE LORE CHRIST. "THE DSCHUNGARIADE OF THE CALMUCKS," THE LEARNED HEEREN WRITES, "IS SAID TO SURPASS THE POEMS OF HOMER IN LENGTH, AS MUCH AS IT STANDS BENEATH THEM IN MERIT; AND YET IT EXISTS ONLY IN THE MEMORY OF A PEOPLE WHICH IS NOT UNACQUAINTED WITH WRITING. BUT THE SONGS OF A NATION ARE PROBABLY THE LAST THINGS WHICH ARE COMMITTED TO WRITING, FOR THE VERY REASON THAT THEY ARE REMEMBERED." DR. GARNETT, IN HIS TOUR IN SCOTLAND, 1798, SAYS, "IT SEEMS TO ME WONDERFUL THAT ANY PERSON WHO HAS TRAVELLED IN THE HIGHLANDS SHOULD DOUBT THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE CELTIC POETRY, WHICH HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THE ENGLISH READER BY MACPHERSON." HE SPEAKS OF THE MACNAB BEING "IN POSSESSION OF A MS. CONTAINING SEVERAL OF THE POEMS OF OSSIAN AND OTHER CELTIC BARDS, IN THEIR NATIVE TONGUE, WHICH WERE COLLECTED BY ONE OF HIS ANCESTORS." AT MULL, HE CONTINUES, "HERE ARE SOME PERSONS WHO CAN REPEAT SEVERAL OF THE CELTIC POEMS OF OSSIAN AND OTHER BARDS. THE SCHOOLMASTER TOLD ME HE COULD REPEAT A VERY LONG ONE ON THE DEATH OF OSCAR, WHICH WAS TAUGHT HIM BY HIS GRANDFATHER." THE ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY HAD, IN 1787, A NOTICE OF "ANCIENT GAELIC POEMS RESPECTING THE RACE OF THE FIANS (FENIANS) COLLECTED IN THE HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND IN THE YEAR 1784, BY THE REV. M. YOUNG, D.D., FELLOW OF TRINITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN." UPON THIS, THE HIBERNIAN MAGAZINE FOR 1788, REMARKS "DR. YOUNG GIVES VERY COPIOUS EXTRACTS FROM OSSIAN, WITH A LITERAL, OR AT LEAST A CLOSE, TRANSLATION; AND PROVES DECIDEDLY THAT THE POEMS OF THAT BARD ARE IRISH, NOT SCOTCH COMPOSITIONS, AND THAT MR. MCPHERSON HAS EGREGIOUSLY MUTILATED, ALTERED, ADDED TO, AND DETRACTED FROM THEM, ACCORDING AS IT SUITED HIS HYPOTHESIS. HE APPEARS PARTICULARLY TO HAVE SUPPRESSED EVERY LINE OF THE AUTHOR, FROM WHICH IT MIGHT BE DEDUCED THEY WERE OF IRISH ORIGIN." THERE SEEMS GROUND FOR THE LATTER STATEMENT. THIS WAS THE PREJUDICE IN FAVOR OF THE SCOTCH ORIGIN OF THE POEMS, ALTHOUGH THE NARRATIVES CLEARLY DEAL MORE WITH IRISH HISTORY AND MANNERS. DALRIADA WAS HOWEVER, INCLUSIVE OF SOUTH WEST SCOTLAND AND NORTH EAST IRELAND CROKER DECLARES THAT "MANY IRISH ODES ARE ASCRIBED OISIN." THE INVERNESS GAELIC SOCIETY QUOTES, G. J. CAMBELL--"THE SPIRIT IS FELT TO BE ANCIENT AND CELTIC. THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT REGARDING THE EXISTENCE OF OSSIANIC POEMS AND BALLADS FOR AGES BEFORE MCPHERSON." DONALD ROSS, INSPECTOR OF SCHOOLS, WROTE IN 1877--"A CAREFUL ANALYSIS OF THE THOUGHT OF THE WEST HIGHLAND TALES (BY T. E. CAMPBELL) POINTS TO AN ANTIQUITY BEYOND THE INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY INTO SCOTLAND." THE REV. DR. WADDELL, IN HIS OSSIAN AND THE CLYDE, HAD NO DIFFICULTY, IN SPITE OF SOME APPARENT GEOLOGICAL CHANGES, IN IDENTIFYING SOME OF THE LOCALITIES MENTIONED IN THE POEMS. "IN IRELAND," SAYS HE, "THE JOINT TOMBS OF LAMDERG, ULLIN, AND GELCHOSA, WITH THE ADJOINING TOMB OF ORLA AND RYNO, MIGHT BE IDENTIFIED ON THE NORTHERN SLOPE OF THE CARRICKFERGUS RANGES, BETWEEN THE UPPER AND LOWER CARNEALS (OSSIAN'S CORMUL), AND LAKE MOURNE." YET, AS HE ADDS, "THE TOPOGRAPHY OF OSSIAN WAS A MYSTERY TO JOHNSON, TO PINKERTON, TO LAING, AND A WILDERNESS OF ERROR TO MACPHERSON HIMSELF." THE HOMERIC DISPUTE AS TO AUTHENTICITY IS RECALLED BY THE OSSIANIC ONE. THOREAU THOUGHT OSSIAN "OF THE SAME STAMP WITH THE ILIAD ITSELF." HOMER APPEARS TO US IN CONNECTION WITH BLIND RECITERS, AS DOES OSSIAN. THE SUBJECT OF HOMER HAS HAD EXHAUSTIVE TREATMENT UNDER THE GENIUS AND RESEARCH OF A GLADSTONE. YET NOT A FEW LEARNED MEN DETECT A DIFFERENT AUTHOR IN THE ODYSSEY TO THAT OF THE ILIAD. THE TWO POEMS DEPICT DIFFERENT CONDITIONS OF CIVILIZATION, THE ILIAD BEING THE OLDER, WITH DIFFERENT IDEAS AS TO THE FUTURE LIFE. IF, THEN, THERE BE SUCH DIFFICULTY IN DECIDING UPON HOMER, OBSCURITY MAY BE IMAGINED IN RELATION TO OSSIAN. IN BOTH CASES, PROBABLY, THERE WAS NEED OF A COMPILER OF THE SCATTERED BARDIC LAYS, THE MACPHERSON OF THE PERIOD. DR. SHAW'S GAELIC DICTIONARY ASSERTS THAT--"FION IS NOT KNOWN IN THE HIGHLANDS BY THE NAME OF FINGAL. HE IS UNIVERSALLY SUPPOSED TO BE AN IRISHMAN." KING JAMES, IN 1613, IN A SPEECH, SAID--"THE ANCIENT KINGS OF SCOTLAND WERE DESCENDED FROM THE KINGS OF IRELAND." OF THE SEVERAL MIGRATIONS NORTHWARD FROM IRELAND, THAT LED BY CARBRY RIADA, KING CORMAC'S RELATIVE, FOUNDED DALRIADA OF ARGYLE. THE IRISH CERTAINLY CARRIED THEIR OWN NAME OF SCOTS INTO THE NORTHERN COUNTRY. IT MAY BE SAID OF OSSIAN, AS GIRARDET SAID OF HOMER--"WE KNOW NOTHING OF HIS BIRTH, LIFE, OR DEATH." BUT TRADITION CALLS HIM THE SON OF FION, STOLEN BY A MAGICIAN, AND ULTIMATELY BECOMING THE CHIEF BARD OF THE FIANNA OR FENIANS. WHEN THESE PEOPLE WERE CRUSHED AT THE BATTLE OF GAVRA, HE WAS SPIRITED AWAY BY A FAIR LADY, AND LIVED WITH HER IN A PALACE BELOW THE OCEAN FOR A HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS. ALLOWED TO RETURN TO ERIN, THE STORY GOES THAT HE MET WITH ST. PATRICK, TO WHOM HE RELATED THE EVENTS OF THE PAST, BUT REFUSED TO BE A CONVERT TO THE NEW FAITH, ANOTHER TALE DECLARES THAT, WHEN STAYING WITH THE SAINT, HE OBJECTED TO THE LARDER. THE HARP, A PERIODICAL OF 1859, REMARKS, THAT OTHER BARDS GOT HOLD OF THE POEMS OF OISIN OR OSSIAN, "AND LINKED THEM TOGETHER BY THE ADDITION OF A SUPPOSITIOUS DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE OLD BARD AND THE SAINT." THE HARP FANCIES OSSIAN HAD MET WITH "SOME OF THE MISSIONARIES OF THE FAITH WHO PRECEDED ST. PATRICK INTO ERINN." MISS BROOK, A DISTINGUISHED IRISH AUTHORITY, THINKS SOME OF THE SO-CALLED OSSIANIC POEMS AROSE AS LATE AS THE EIGHTH, NINTH, AND TENTH CENTURIES. ANYHOW, THOSE COMING DOWN TO OUR DAY BETRAY A REMARKABLY HEATHENISH CHARACTER, AND PRESERVE THE MANNERS AND OPINIONS OF A SEMI-BARBAROUS PEOPLE, WHO WERE ENDOWED WITH STRONG IMAGINATION, HIGH COURAGE, CHILDLIKE TENDERNESS, AND GENTLE CHIVALRY FOR WOMEN. GOETHE MAKES WERTHER EXCLAIM--"OSSIAN HAS, IN HEART, SUPPLANTED HOMER." WINDISCH, NO MEAN CRITIC, HAS THESE OBSERVATIONS--"THE OSSIAN EPOCH IS LATER THAN THAT OF CONCHOBAT AND CUCHULINN, BUT YET PRECEDED THE INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY INTO IRELAND." SKENE, JUSTLY ESTEEMED ONE OF THE FIRST OF SCOTTISH HISTORIANS, SEES THAT WINDISCH "REGARDS THE FIGURES OF FINN AND OSSIAN AS A PROPERTY COMMON TO THE GAELS OF SCOTLAND AND IRELAND." HE THUS EXPRESSES HIS OWN OPINION "THE SCOTCH LEGEND ATTACHES ITSELF EVIDENTLY TO THE IRISH LEGEND; THE IRISH LEGENDS AND POETRY HAVE PASSED FROM IRELAND TO SCOTLAND." HE SAYS ELSEWHERE "THE OLD BLIND POET OSSIAN IS A POETIC INVENTION, WHICH HAS TAKEN BIRTH, AND WHICH FOUND ITSELF AT FIRST CREATED IN IRELAND." IN THE CHAPTER ON IRISH SUPERSTITIONS, REFERENCE IS MADE TO SOME TRADITIONAL IDEAS OF THE OLDEN TIMES. IT IS SUFFICIENT HERE TO OBSERVE THAT, WHATEVER THE VIEWS WHICH MAY BE ENTERTAINED AS TO THE AUTHENTICITY OF OSSIAN, THOSE POEMS DO THROW SOME LIGHT UPON THE RELIGIOUS BELIEF OF THE ANCIENT IRISH RACE. THEIR TALES ACCORD WITH THOSE OF OTHER SEMI-BARBAROUS PEOPLE, AND NEED INTERPRETING AFTER A SIMILAR MANNER. THE LEGENDARY HEROES ARE NOT ALL OF FLESH AND BLOOD. 
THE CULDEES OF DRUIDICAL DAYS.
SO MANY QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN RAISED CONCERNING THE MYSTERIOUS COMMUNITY, CALLED CULDEES, AND SUCH VARIOUS OPINIONS HAVE BEEN EXPRESSED CONCERNING THEM, THAT ONE MAY BE EXCUSED INQUIRING WHETHER IN THEIR MIDST WE CAN TRACE REMINISCENCES OF OLD IRISH FAITHS. THE NOTION HAS BEEN LONG PREVALENT THAT THE CULDEES WERE ONLY SCOTCH, HAVING NOTHING TO DO WITH IRELAND; WHEREAS, THEY WERE ORIGINALLY FROM THAT COUNTRY. THEIR MOST-BITTER ENEMY IN EARLY CHRISTIAN DAYS WAS THE VENERABLE BEDE, WHO DENIED THEIR CLAIMS TO ORTHODOXY. BUT, SINCE HE WAS A SAXON, AND A PRIEST UNDER ROMAN RULE, HIS CHARGES HAVE BEEN SLIGHTLY HEEDED. THEIR MAINTENANCE OF A HEREDITARY PRIESTHOOD WAS NOT MERELY JEWISH, AS HE SUPPOSED, BUT OF DRUIDICAL SYMPATHY. PROF. RHYS JUDICIOUSLY REMARKS--"IRISH DRUIDISM ABSORBED A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF CHRISTIANITY, AND IT WOULD BE A PROBLEM OF CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULTY TO FIX ON THE PERIOD WHERE IT CEASED TO BE DRUIDISM, AND FROM WHICH ONWARDS IT COULD BE SAID OF CHRISTIANITY IN ANY RESTRICTED SENSE OF THAT TERM." AS BOTH ST. PATRICK AND ST. COLUMBA HAVE BEEN REGARDED BY SOME MODERN WRITERS AS SIMPLY CULDEES, AND NOT FOLLOWING ORTHODOX VIEWS AND METHODS, MIGHT NOT THE MANY STORIES TOLD OF THEIR CONFLICTS WITH DRUIDS HAVE BEEN BROUGHT FORTH BY ANCIENT CHRONICLERS, IN REFUTATION OF THE SLANDERS ABROAD CONCERNING THEIR HERETICAL, DRUIDICAL TENDENCY? THE SAME SUPPOSITION MAY BE EQUALLY DIRECTED AGAINST THE EARLY WELSH MISSIONARIES, THOUGH THESE WERE ALMOST ALL FROM IRELAND. CERTAINLY, THEIR ASSUMED MIRACULOUS POWERS INCLINED TO THE OLD TRADITIONS OF DRUIDICAL PERFORMANCES. THEY HAD ALL OF THEM A CONTROL OVER THE POWERS OF NATURE, AND HAD' EVEN RAISED THE DEAD; AT LEAST, THEIR BIOGRAPHERS CLAIMED IT FOR THEM. DR. CARPENTER SPEAKS THUS:--"THE INCIDENTS IN ST. COLUMBA'S LIFE HAVE BEEN ORIGINALLY RECORDED IN THE CONTEMPORARY FASTI OF HIS RELIGIOUS FOUNDATION, AND TRANSMITTED IN UNBROKEN SUCCESSION TO ABBOT ADAMNAN, WHO FIRST COMPILED A COMPLETE VITA OF HIS GREAT PREDECESSOR, OF WHICH THERE EXISTS A MS COPY, WHOSE AUTHENTICITY THERE IS NO REASON TO DOUBT, WHICH DATES BACK TO THE EARLY PART OF THE EIGHTH CENTURY, NOT MUCH MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED. YEARS AFTER ST. COLUMBA'S DEATH. NOW, ADAMNAN'S VITA CREDITS ITS SUBJECT WITH THE POSSESSION OF EVERY KIND OF MIRACULOUS POWER. HE CURED HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE AFFLICTED WITH INVETERATE DISEASES, ACCORDED SAFETY TO STORM-TOSSED VESSELS, HIMSELF WALKED ACROSS THE SEA TO HIS ISLAND HOME, DROVE DEMONS OUT OF MILK-PAILS, OUTWITTED SORCERERS, AND GAVE SUPERNATURAL POWERS TO DOMESTIC IMPLEMENTS." ALL THIS REMINDS ONE STRONGLY OF THE POWERS ATTRIBUTED BY TRADITION TO THE DRUIDS OF THE PERIOD, AND POINTS SUSPICIOUSLY TO SOME OUTGROWTH FROM DRUIDISM IN HIS CASE. COLUMBA WAS AN IRISHMAN OF DONEGAL, AND DIED, AS IT IS SAID, IN 597. ADAMNAN DECLARES THAT HIS STAFF (WITHOUT WHICH A DRUID COULD DO BUT LITTLE), WHEN ONCE LEFT BEHIND AT IONA, WENT OF ITSELF OVER THE SEA TO ITS MASTER IN IRELAND. HE FOUNDED A MONASTERY AT DURMAGH, KING'S CO. AT IONA THE RUINS ARE THOSE OF THE CLUNIAC MONKS; FOR, SAYS BOULBEE, "NOT A TRACE CAN WELL REMAIN OF THE PRIMITIVE SETTLEMENT OF COLUMBA." BUT IONA WAS CERTAINLY A DRUIDICAL COLLEGE AT FIRST. LIKE THE DRUIDS BEFORE THEM, THE CULDEES FORMED COMMUNITIES. RICHEY TELLS US "THE CHURCH CONSISTED OF ISOLATED MONASTERIES, WHICH WERE PRACTICALLY INDEPENDENT OF EACH OTHER; THE CLERGY EXERCISED NO JUDICIAL POWER OVER THE LAITY." ON THE OTHER HAND, WOOD-MARTIN OF SLIGO SUPPOSES, "CHRISTIANITY MUST HAVE BEEN FIRST INTRODUCED INTO IRELAND BY" MISSIONARIES OF THE GREEK CHURCH." HE NOTES THE FACT THAT BISHOPS WERE TO BE FOUND IN ALMOST EVERY VILLAGE. IT IS ALSO POINTED OUT THAT COLUMBA NEVER SOUGHT PAPAL SANCTION FOR THE CONVERSION OF THE PICTS. THE IONA TONSURE, LIKE THAT OF ST. PATRICK'S TIME, WAS THE SHAVING OF ALL THE HAIR IN FRONT OF A LINE DRAWN OVER THE TOP OF THE HEAD FROM EAR TO EAR. THE ROMAN, AS ALL KNOW, WAS A CIRCLE AT TOP, AND APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN FIRST ADOPTED AT IONA EARLY IN THE EIGHTH CENTURY. THE FIRST, OR CRESCENT, SHAPE WAS DRUIDICAL. IT WAS ABOUT THAT DATE, ALSO, THAT THE ROMAN WAY OF KEEPING EASTER SUCCEEDED THE SO-CALLED IRISH MODE. AT THE COUNCIL OF WHITBY, COLMAN OF IONA WAS OUTVOTED, THOUGH PROTESTING THE ANTIQUITY OF HIS OWN PRACTICE. MCFIRBIS'S MS. SPEAKS THUS OF THE YEAR 896 "IN THIS YEAR THE MEN OF ERIN CONSENTED TO RECEIVE JURISDICTION AND ONE RULE FROM ADAMNAN RESPECTING THE CELEBRATION OF EASTER ON SUNDAY ON THE 14TH OF THE MOON OF APRIL, AND THE CORONAL TONSURE OF PETER WAS PERFORMED UPON THE CLERICS OF ERIN." AGAIN, IT SAYS, "THE CLERGY OF ERIN HELD MANY SYNODS AND THEY USED TO COME TO THOSE SYNODS WITH WEAPONS, SO THAT PITCHED BATTLES USED TO BE FOUGHT BETWEEN THEM, AND MANY USED TO BE SLAIN." AFTER THIS AUTHORITY, ONE NEED NOT WONDER AT THE ASSERTION THAT IRISH DRUIDS FORMERLY LED CONTENDING PARTIES. IONA HAD CERTAINLY A DRUIDICAL COLLEGE TILL THE COMMUNITY WAS EXPELLED BY COLUMBA FOR HIS OWN COMMUNITY AND THE HIGHLANDERS STILL RECOGNIZE IT AS THE DRUID'S ISLE. AN OLD STATISTICAL WORK SAYS, "THE DRUIDS UNDOUBTEDLY POSSESSED IONA BEFORE THE INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY." IT MUST BE ADMITTED THAT THE CULDEES WORE A WHITE DRESS, AS DID THE DRUIDS, AND THAT THEY OCCUPIED PLACES WHICH HAD A DRUIDICAL REPUTATION. THEY USED THE ASIATIC CROSS, NOW CALLED THAT OF ST. ANDREW'S. DR. J. MOORE IS PLEASED TO SAY, "THE CULDEES SEEM TO HAVE ADOPTED NEARLY ALL THE PAGAN SYMBOLS OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD." AS TO THE ORIGIN OF THE WORD, REEVES MIGHT WELL REMARK IN HIS NOTES ON COLUMBA'S LIFE, "CULDEE IS THE MOST ABUSED TERM IN SCOTIC CHURCH HISTORY." AS THE CEILE DE, THE FOUR MASTERS MENTIONS THEM IN 806. TODD WRITES OF THEM THUS--"THE EARLIEST CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES FOUND THE NATIVE RELIGION EXTINCT, AND THEMSELVES TOOK THE NAME OF CULDEES FROM INHABITING THE DRUIDS' EMPTY CELLS." JAMIESON STYLES THEM CULDEES OR KELDEES, KYLDEES, KYLLEDEI. O'BRIEN HAS THEM THE IRISH CEILE DE, SERVANT OF GOD. ANOTHER CALL THEM CLANN DIA, CHILDREN OF GOD. BARBER CONSIDERED THEM MITHRAISTS. HIGGINS, IN CELTIC DRUIDS, WILL HAVE CULDEES ONLY CHANGED DRUIDS, AND REGARDED THE IRISH HEREDITARY ABBOTS OF IONA, THE COARBS OR CURBS, AS SIMPLY CORYBANTES. LATIN WRITERS KNEW THEM AS COLIDEI OR GOD-WORSHIPPERS. BISHOP NICHOLSON THOUGHT THEM COOL DUBH, FROM THEIR BLACK HOODS. AS C AND G ARE COMMUTABLE LETTERS IN IRISH, WE HAVE GIOLLA DE, SERVANT OF GOD. THE WORD CULDEE WAS USED BY BOECE IN 1526. DR. REEVES, IN THE IRISH ACADEMY, CALLS THE SERVUS DEI BY THE CELTIC CELI-DÉ, AND NOTES THE NAME CEILE-N-DE APPLIED TO THE SLIGO FRIARS IN THE FOUR MASTERS, 1595. MONKS WERE REPUTED KELEDEI IN THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY. BROCKHAM'S LEXICON FINDS REGULARS AND SECULARS CALLED SO IN THE NINTH CENTURY. THE FOUR MASTERS RECORD THAT "MAENACH, A CELAE-DÉ, CAME ACROSS THE SEA WESTWARD TO ESTABLISH LAWS IN IRELAND." IN THE POEM OF MOELRUEIN, IT IS THE RULE OF THE CELAE-N-DÉ. THE KELEDEI OF SCOTLAND, ACCORDING TO DR. REEVES, HAD THE SAME DISCIPLINE AS THE IRISH COLIDEI. ONE COLLIDEUS OF THE ARMAGH CHURCH DIED IN 1574. ONE CELI-DÉ OF CLONMACNOIS, DYING IN 1059, LEFT SEVERAL SONS, WHO BECAME ABBOTS AFTER HIM. THE CANONS OF YORK WERE CULDEES IN ATHEISTAN'S TIME. CEADDA, WILFRID'S PREDECESSOR, WAS A CULDEE. THEY WERE ALSO CALLED, FROM THEIR MODE OF CELEBRATING EASTER, QUARTADECIMANS. THE LAST KNOWN IN SCOTLAND WERE IN 1352. AS BEDE SAYS, THE IRISH, BEING CULDEES, WOULD AS SOON COMMUNICATE WITH PAGANS AS WITH SAXONS; THE LATER FOLLOWING LATIN OR ROMISH CHRISTIANITY. IRELAND, AS REPORTED BY GIRALDUS, HAD A CHAPEL OF THE COLIDEI ON AN ISLAND OF TIPPERARY, AS HE DECLARED SOME WERE ON ISLANDS OF WALES. THEY WERE IN ARMAGH IN 920. USSHER, ARCHBISHOP OF ARMAGH, ASSERTS THAT THE NORTHERN IRISH, "CONTINUED STILL THEIR OLD TRADITION," IN SPITE OF THE DECLARATION OF POPE HONORIUS. IN TIRECHAN'S LIFE OF ST PATRICK, CELE-DE CAME FROM BRITON TO IRELAND IN 919; BUT IN 811 SOME WERE SAID TO HAVE BEEN MIRACULOUSLY CONVEYED ACROSS THE SEA. BEDE, WHO OPPOSED THEM, WHETHER FROM IRELAND OR SCOTLAND, WAS SHOCKED AT THEIR HOLDING HIS RELIGION "IN NO ACCOUNT AT ALL," NOR COMMUNICATING WITH HIS FAITHFUL "IN ANYTHING MORE THAN WITH PAGANS." HE BANISHED THOSE WHO CAME TO HIS QUARTER. HE FOUND THESE IRISH, WELSH, AND SCOTCH CHRISTIANS TO HAVE, IN ADDITION TO MANY HERESIES, THE JEWISH AND DRUIDICAL SYSTEM OF HEREDITARY PRIESTHOOD. PROPERTY OF THE CHURCH EVEN DESCENDED FROM FATHER TO SON; AND, SAYS DR. REEVES, "WAS PRACTICALLY ENTAILED TO MEMBERS OF CERTAIN FAMILIES." HE ADDS THAT THEY WERE UNDERSTOOD IN THE 12TH CENTURY AS "A RELIGIOUS ORDER OF CLERKS WHO LIVED IN SOCIETIES, UNDER A SUPERIOR, WITHIN A COMMON ENCLOSURE, BUT IN DETACHED CELLS; ASSOCIATED IN A SORT OF COLLEGIATE RATHER THAN ŒNOBICAL BROTHERHOOD." GIRALDUS, AS WELL AS BEDE, COMPLAINED OF THEIR HEREDITARY PRIESTHOOD. THE SAME PRINCIPLE PREVAILED IN THE DRUIDICAL REGION OF BRITTANY, AND ONLY YIELDED TO THE FORCE OF THE COUNCIL OF TOURS IN 1127. ALTHOUGH ST. COLUMBA HAD NO EXALTED IDEA OF THE OTHER SEX, SAYING, "WHERE THERE IS A COW THERE WILL BE A WOMAN, AND WHERE THERE IS A WOMAN THERE WILL BE MISCHIEF"--YET HIS FOLLOWERS PRACTICED MARRIAGE BUT WHILE, SAYS MYLIN, THEY "AFTER THE USAGE OF THE EASTERN CHURCH, HAD WIVES THEY ABSTAINED FROM THEM, WHEN IT CAME TO THEIR TURN TO MINISTER." THE "WOMAN'S ISLAND" OF LOCH LOMOND WAS ONE OF THE FEMALE SANCTUARIES ON SUCH AN OCCASION. THEIR OPPOSITION TO CELIBACY BROUGHT THEM MUCH DISCREDIT WITH OTHER PRIESTS. ARCHBISHOP LANFRANC WAS SHOCKED AT THEIR NOT PRAYING TO SAINTS, NOT DEDICATING CHURCHES TO THE VIRGIN OR SAINTS, NOT USING THE ROMAN SERVICE, AND BECAUSE, WROTE HE, "INFANTS ARE BAPTIZED BY IMMERSION, WITHOUT THE CONSECRATED CHRISM." ST. BERNARD WAS DISTRESSED AT WHAT HE HEARD OF THESE IRISH CULDEES, WHO HAD NO CONFESSION, NEVER PAID TITHES, AND LIVED LIKE WILD BEASTS, AS THEY DISDAINED MARRIAGE BY THE CLERGY. IN HIS RIGHTEOUS ANGER, HE STIGMATIZED THEM AS "BEASTS, ABSOLUTE BARBARIANS, A STUBBORN, STIFF NECKED, AND UNGOVERNABLE GENERATION, AND ABOMINABLE; CHRISTIAN IN NAME, BUT IN REALITY, PAGANS." THIS HARSH LANGUAGE IS NOT WORSE THAN THAT EMPLOYED BY THE POPE, WHEN HE ENTREATED OUR HENRY II. TO TAKE OVER IRELAND, SO AS TO BRING THE IRISH INTO THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, COMPEL THEM TO PAY TITHES, AND SO CIVILIZE THEM. ONE WOULD FANCY, WITH ALGERNON HERBERT, THAT THE CULDEES PERFORMED SECRET RITES, AND INDULGED, LIKE THEIR DRUIDICAL FATHERS, IN HUMAN SACRIFICE, FROM THE LEGEND OF ST. ORAN BEING BURIED UNDERNEATH THE CHURCH ERECTED BY COLUMBA, TO PROPITIATE THE POWERS, AND SECURE GOOD FORTUNE. IN THAT CASE, HOWEVER, ST. ORAN OFFERED TO BE THE VICTIM, SO AS TO AVERT EVIL FROM BAD SPIRITS. IF ST. PATRICK, ST. COLUMBA, AND OTHER EARLY IRISH SAINTS HAD BEEN TRUE MONKS, WHY DID ST. BERNARD, IN HIS LIFE OF MALACHY, ARCHBISHOP OF ARMAGH, 1130, SAY THAT UP TO THAT TIME THERE WAS NOT A MONK IN IRELAND? COLUMBA CERTAINLY TOOK CULDEEISM TO SCOTLAND FROM IRELAND. IN THE BOG OF MONAINCHA ARE TWO ISLANDS. ON ONE WAS A MONASTERY FOR MEN, THEIR WIVES OCCUPYING THE NEIGHBOURING WOMAN'S ISLE. GIRALDUS CAMBRENSIS, WHO WROTE OF THE COMMUNITY OF MONAINCHA IN THE TWELFTH CENTURY, CALLED IT THE CHURCH OF THE OLD RELIGION, AND POLITELY DESIGNATED AS "DEMONS" ALL WHO BELONGED TO THAT FORMER CHURCH. THE ABBEY CHURCH, THE RUINS OF WHICH STILL REMAIN, AND WHICH WAS 38 FEET BY 18 FEET IN SIZE, WAS ERECTED AFTER THE TIME OF GIRALDUS. THUS R. F. GOULD, IN HIS FREEMASONRY, HAD SOME GROUNDS FOR SAYING--"THE DRUIDISM OF OUR ANCESTORS MUST HAVE BEEN POWERFULLY INFLUENCED BY THE PAGANISM OF THE EMPIRE AT THE PERIOD WHEN CHRISTIANITY DAWNED ON BRITAIN." HE DEEMED IT PROBABLE THAT THE EARLY CLERICS OF CHRISTIANITY, "THE CULTORES DEORUM, THE WORSHIPPERS OF THE GODS, GRADUALLY MERGED INTO CULTORES DEI, WORSHIPPERS OF THE TRUE GOD." SO, IT MIGHT BE THAT, AS HIGGINS WROTE, "THE CULDEES WERE THE LAST REMAINS OF THE DRUIDS."
THE FUTURE LIFE, OR LAND OF THE WEST.
NO MORE TOUCHING OR INSPIRING BELIEF WAS THERE AMONG THE ANCIENT IRISH, THAN IN THE HOPE OF ANOTHER LIFE BEYOND THE GRAVE NATURE RESTORED THE DEAD FOREST OF WINTER TO THE WEALTH OF FOLIAGE IN SPRING, WHY SHOULD NOT THE BREATHLESS FORM OF MAN ONCE MORE FIND JOY IN LIFE? BUT THIS HAPPY THOUGHT, WITH OUR ISLANDERS, WAS ASSOCIATED WITH TWO THINGS--THE SEA-WAVE AND THE WESTERN SUNSET. THE SOUL OF THE MAORI, IT WAS SAID, TOOK ITS FLIGHT TO THE REINGA, THE NORTHERNMOST PROMONTORY OF NEW ZEALAND, AND, FROM THE BRANCH OF AN OVERHANGING TREE, DROPPED INTO THE OCEAN IN SEARCH OF ITS SUBAQUEOUS HOME THE IRISH, IN LIKE MANNER, KNEW THAT HIS NEXT TENEMENT WOULD BE BENEATH THE FLOOD. THE DYING EGYPTIAN BEHELD WITH THE EYE OF FAITH, HIS SPIRIT FOLLOWING THE SETTING SUN. THE IRISH LOOKED FORWARD TO THE WEST AS THE PLACE TO WHICH HIS ETHEREAL NATURE WOULD TAKE ITS FLIGHT. THE ROAR OF THE ATLANTIC WAS MUSIC TO EARS, FOR IT WAS BUT THE ECHO OF THE VOICES OF HIS FOREFATHER AND DEPARTED LOVED ONES, IN THE WESTERN LAND OF THE BLEST. PINDAR SANG "WHERE MORTALS EASIEST PASS THE CARELESS HOUR, NO LINGERING WINTER THERE, NOR SNOW, NOR SHOWER, BUT OCEAN EVER, TO REFRESH MANKIND, BREATHES THE COOL SPIRIT OF THE WESTERN WIND." PENELOPE'S SUITORS, SLAIN BY HER RETURNING LORD, WERE THUS LED BY MERCURY TO THE SHADES "SO, COWERING FELL THE SABLE HEAP OF GHOSTS, AND SUCH A SCREAM FILLED ALL THE DISMAL COASTS. AND NOW THEY REACHED THE EARTH'S REMOTEST ENDS, AND NOW THE GATES WHERE EVENING SOL DESCENDS." CHRONOS SLEPT IN HIS PALACE OF GLASS IN OGYGIA, ISLE OF THE WEST. THE HESPERIDES AND ITS APPLES LAY IN THE HAPPY WEST. THE TEUTONES WENT TO THE GLASS ISLES OF THE WEST, AS DID THE NORSEMEN AND CELTIBERIANS. ARTHUR WAS ROWED TO AVALON IN THE WEST. THE SACRED ISLES OF THE HINDOOS WERE TO THE WEST. CHRISTIAN HYMNS STILL SPEAK OF CROSSING THE WATERS TO HEAVEN. HOW MANY OF US HAVE BEEN DELIGHTED WITH FABER'S BEAUTIFUL HYMN--"THE LAND ACROSS THE SEA!" THE GAULISH COCAGNE, THE SAXON COCKAIGN, THE LUSITANIAN COCANA, OR HAPPY LAND, WERE BEYOND THE SEASHORE. PROF. RAFINESQUE MIGHT WELL SAY," IT IS STRANGE, BUT TRUE, THAT, THROUGHOUT THE EARTH, THE PLACE OF DEPARTED SOULS, THE LAND OF SPIRITS, WAS SUPPOSED TO BE IN THE WEST." "TO RHADAMANTHYS OF THE GOLDEN HAIR, BEYOND THE WIDE WORLD'S END; AH! NEVER THERE COME STORM OR SNOW; ALL GRIEF IS LEFT BEHIND, AND MEN IMMORTAL, IN ENCHANTED AIR, BREATHE THE COOL CURRENT OF THE WESTERN WIND." PROCOPIUS HAD A STORY OF THE WEST. THITHER THE SOULS ARE CONVEYED BY GHOSTLY FISHERMEN TO AN ISLAND FOR REST; AND TALES ARE TOLD OF EARS DETECTING THE CALLING OVER OF NAMES, AS THE BOAT TOUCHES THE MYSTIC STRAND, AND WIVES AND HUSBANDS BEING SUMMONED TO THEIR ARRIVING MATES. EREBOS WAS THE GLOOM THAT FELL AFTER SUNSET. THE WORD IN ASSYRIAN WAS FROM ERIBU, TO DESCEND, AS SUNS THEN DROPPED BELOW. ODYSSEUS TURNED TO EREBOS WHEN OFFERING HIS SACRIFICE TO DEPARTED HERO-GODS. GHOSTS WERE THERE WONT TO ASSEMBLE, AND MIGHT BE SEEN FLITTING TO AND FRO IN THE UNCERTAIN LIGHT. THE MAIN ENTRANCE OF GREEK TEMPLES WAS IN THE EAST, SO THAT THE WORSHIPPERS MIGHT FACE THE HAPPY WEST. HOMER'S REPUTED POEMS ARE UNLIKE IN THEIR RECORDS OF THE DEAD. THE ILIAD KNOWS NO APOTHEOSIS; THE ODYSSEY HAS IT. COLERIDGE OBSERVES, "IN THE ILIAD, CASTOR AND POLLUX ARE MENTIONED IN THE ORDINARY LANGUAGE DENOTING DEATH AND BURIAL, AND NO MORE. IN THE ODYSSEY, WE HAVE THE ACCOUNT OF THEIR ULTIMATE RESUSCITATION, WHICH FINALLY BECAME THE POPULAR FABLE." ALLUDING TO THE HOMERIC HADES--AIDES AND EREBOS. W. E. GLADSTONE WRITES "A PARTICULAR PORTION OF THE UNSEEN WORLD, APPARENTLY SPECIAL IN ITS CHARACTER, IS STATED TO BE SITUATED AS FAR BELOW AIDES AS OUR EARTH IS BELOW HEAVEN. IT BEARS THE NAME OF TARTAROS, AND IT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN RESERVED FOR PRETER-HUMAN OFFENDERS." THE CONDITION OF THE DEPARTED GENERALLY WAS NOT VERY JOYOUS; GLADSTONE SHOWS THIS AS FOLLOWS--"THE HELLENIC DEAD ARE WANDERERS IN THE SHADES, WITHOUT FIXED DOOM OR OCCUPATION". AGAIN "THE GREEK PERSONAGES, RECENTLY DEAD, DO NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN EITHER REWARDED OR PUNISHED; AN ACHILLES BITTERLY COMPLAINS OF THE SHEER WANT OF INTEREST THIS LIFE." IN HOMER'S NEKROMANTEIA, WE HAVE THE INTERCOURSE OF ULYSSES WITH THE DEAD. HE EMPLOYS NECROMANTIC ARTS IN HIS DESCENT INTO HADES, WHICH WERE STRICTLY OF A BABYLONIA CHARACTER, AND THE WHOLE DESCRIPTION REMINDS US OF THE FABLED DESCENT OF THE ASSYRIAN GODDESS TO THE SHEOL. THE GHOSTS GATHER ROUND ULYSSES AT THE SMELL OF THE BLOOD HIS OFFERINGS, AND, INSPIRED THEREBY, "EXPRESSED DARK THINGS TO COME." TIRESIAS THEN SAYS "KNOW TO THE SPECTERS THAT THY BEVERAGE TASTE, THE SCENES OF LIFE RECUR, AND ACTIONS PAST." WE ARE ASSURED THAT WHEN THE HERO SOUGHT TO EMBRACE FRIEND "THRICE IN MY ARMS I STROVE HER SHADE TO BIND, THRICE THROUGH MY ARMS SHE SLIPPED LIKE EMPTY WIND." COLERIDGE EXCLAIMS, "THE WHOLE OF THE NEKROMANTEIA IS REMARKABLE FOR THE DREARY AND EVEN TERRIBLE REVELATIONS WHICH IT MAKES OF THE CONDITIONS OF THE FUTURE LIFE. ALL IS COLD AND DARK; HUNGER AND THIRST AND DISCONTENT PREVAIL." THE GHOST OF ACHILLES WAS MADE TO SAY "RATHER I'D CHOOSE LABORIOUSLY TO BEAR A WEIGHT OF WOES, AND BREATHE THE VITAL AIR, A SLAVE TO SOME POOR HIND THAT TOILS FOR BREAD, THAN REIGN THE SCEPTERED MONARCH OF THE DEAD." ULYSSES, HORRIFIED AT THE SIGHT OF THE UNDERWORLD, EXCLAIMS "NO MORE MY HEART THE DISMAL DIN SUSTAINS, AND MY COLD BLOOD HANGS SHIVERING IN MY VEINS." HORACE WRITES MORE CHEERFULLY OF THE LOCALITY, THE LAND OF PLENTY AND OF PEACE "NO BEAR GRINS ROUND THE FOLD, NO LAMBS HE SHAKES; NO FIELD DWELLS THERE WITH POISONOUS SNAKES, NO HEAT ANNOYS; THE RULER OF THE GODS FROM PLAGUES SECURES THESE BLEST ABODES." RENOUF, IN HIS TRANSLATION OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD, HAS THIS EGYPTIAN PRAYER--"LET ME HAVE MY HEART, THAT IT MAY REST WITHIN ME. I SHALL FEED ON THE FOOD OF OSIRIS. HAIL TO YOU, O YE LORDS OF EVERLASTING TIME AND ETERNITY. LET NOT MY HEART BE TORN FROM ME. I SHALL NOT SURRENDER TO THEE THIS HEART OF THE LIVING. COME FORTH TO THE BLISS TOWARDS WHICH WE ARE BOUND." PROF. WHITNEY THUS SPEAKS OF THE HINDOO FAITH--"THERE IS NO ATTEMPT MADE, IN ANY VEDIC HYMN, TO ASSIGN EMPLOYMENTS TO THE DEPARTED IN THEIR CHANGED STATE, NOR, FOR THE MOST PART, TO DESCRIBE THEIR CONDITION, EXCEPTING IN GENERAL TERMS AS ONE OF HAPPINESS." HOW FAR THESE OLD PAGAN VIEWS OF THE FUTURE LIFE REACHED THE SHORES OF ERIN MAY BE SEEN IN WHAT FOLLOWS IN THIS CHAPTER. A PERUSAL OF OSSIANIC SONGS, AS ELSEWHERE NOTED, WILL GIVE THE POPULAR CONCEPTION OF THE UNSEEN WORLD JUST BEFORE THE RECEPTION OF CHRISTIANITY. THE PURGATORY OF ST. PATRICK MIGHT BE, ALSO, CONSULTED FOR INFORMATION UPON THE SAME SUBJECT. AS TO WHAT OPINIONS WERE CHERISHED ON THE RECEPTION OF CHRISTIAN TRUTHS, WE MAY PERHAPS DISCOVER SOME IN THE WRITINGS OF EASTERN FATHERS, UPON THE SUPPOSITION OF SOME THAT THE EARLIEST TEACHERS OF ERIN CAME FROM THE LEVANTINE REGIONS. THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES FROM THEIR WRITINGS MAY EXHIBIT SOME NOTIONS ABOUT THE HEREAFTER PREVALENT IN THE EARLY ORIENTAL CHURCH. GREGORY OF NYSSA TELLS US--"AFTER DUE CURATIVE TREATMENT, AND WHEN THE FIRE SHALL HAVE DESTROYED ALL FOREIGN MATTER, THEN THE NATURE EVEN OF THESE SHALL IMPROVE." ST. GREGORY WRITES--"IT IS NOT JUST THAT THEY SHOULD PERISH ETERNALLY WHO ARE SUSTAINED BY HIS BREATH AND SPIRIT. THE FALLEN ANGEL WILL BEGIN TO BE THAT WHICH HE WAS CREATED, AND MAN, WHO HAD BEEN EXPELLED FROM PARADISE, WILL BE ONCE MORE RESTORED TO THE TILLING OF PARADISE." ST BASIL TRUSTED THAT "EVERYTHING OF WICKEDNESS IN MAN SHALL CEASE." GREGORY OF NAZIANZUS, 370 A.D. DECLARES THAT "ALL WILL BE LOOSED WHO GROAN UNDER TARTARINE CHAINS." ORIGEN AFFIRMS--"GOD WILL BE ALL, SEEING EVIL NOWHERE EXISTS." CLEMENT, 190 A.D., HOPEFULLY SAYS, "HE, BY THE FATHER, WILL DIRECT THE SALVATION OF ALL." ONLY TERTULLIAN, FROM UNFRIENDLINESS TO THE THEATRE, EXULTS IN SEEING "THE TRAGEDIANS MORE TUNEFUL UNDER THEIR OWN SUFFERINGS." THE STORY OF THE PURGATORY OF ST. PATRICK DECLARES ANOTHER ORDER OF TEACHING, INTRODUCED LATER ON INTO ERIN, ONE MORE IN CONSISTENCY WITH THE BABYLONIAN "DOCTRINE OF DEVILS," AND WHICH STILL SURVIVES WITH ITS LURID LIGHT. A RECOGNITION OF OUR FATHER IS MORE ELEVATING, HELPFUL, AND COMFORTING. THE HEATHEN IRISH DID CERTAINLY DWELL UPON A LAND BEYOND. IN DR. MAIDEN'S OSSIAN AND THE CLYDE WE READ, "WHEN THE WARRIOR, WHO WAS ALSO A HUNTER, REPOSED, HIS DOG WAS LAID BESIDE HIM ON THE LEFT, AS IF WAITING HIS SUMMONS TO ATTEND HIS MASTER ON FIELDS OF AIR BEYOND THE VERGE OF EARTH, LIKE OSCAR'S AT GLENREE, AND LIKE CUTHULLIN'S BY LAKE LEGO." AND, YET, IN THE SONGS OF SELMA, ONE MOURNS FORTH "NO MORE SHALL HE HEAR THY VOICE, NO MORE AWAKE AT THY CALL. WHEN SHALL IT BE MORN IN THE GRAVE TO BID THE SLUMBERER AWAKE?" IN THE CHAPTER ON "SUPERSTITIONS" ARE REFERENCES TO THE GHOST BELIEF OF OTHER DAYS. IN THE ACCOUNT OF THE LAND OF YOUTH, GIVEN BY THE HEATHEN FENIAN OISIN TO ST. PATRICK, WHEN THE HERO WAS CARRIED OFF FROM THE FIELD OF BATTLE BY THE GOLDEN-HAIRED FAIRY NIAMH, THE REGION WAS DIVIDED INTO STATES UNDER SOVEREIGNS, AS IN THE LAND OF THE LIVING. IT LAY BENEATH THE WAVES IN THE WEST, IN A LOVELY CLIMATE. HOW EASY IT WAS IN SO BLESSED A PLACE TO LOSE IDEAS OF TIME! WHEN OISIN OBTAINED LEAVE FROM HIS BEAUTIFUL CAPTOR TO REVISIT EARTH, HE ALLUDED TO THE RAPIDITY OF TIME PASSED IN THIS RETREAT BY HIS THREE MONTHS' IMPRISONMENT, "'THREE MONTHS!' REPLIED THE FAIR, 'THREE MONTHS ALONE; KNOW THAT THREE HUNDRED YEARS HAVE ROLLED AWAY SINCE AT MY FEET MY LOVELY PHŒNIX LAY." IN DODSLEY'S FAIRY COLLECTION, ONE KING PORSUMA WAS CARRIED OFF BY A ZEPHYR--THE PRINCESS TAKING HIM FOR A PHŒNIX, AND CONVEYING HIM, AS IN THE CASE OF OISIN, TO THIERNA-NA-OGE, THE PARADISE OF ETERNAL YOUTH. OISIN HAD A FANCIFUL DESCRIPTION OF HIS HAPPY HOME, "YOU SHALL OBTAIN THE DIADEM OF THE KING OF THE LAND OF YOUTH, WHICH HE NEVER GAVE TO ANY PERSON BENEATH THE SUN; IT SHALL SHIELD YOU BOTH BY NIGHT AND DAY, IN BATTLE, CONFLICT, AND HARD STRUGGLE. YOU SHALL GET ONE HUNDRED SATIN SHIRTS, ONE HUNDRED COWS, ONE HUNDRED CALVES; ONE HUNDRED SHEEP WITH FLEECES OF GOLD, AND ONE HUNDRED PRECIOUS STONES NOT FOUND IN THE WORLD. YOU SHALL HAVE ONE HUNDRED MERRY YOUNG MAIDENS, BRIGHT AND SHINING LIKE THE SUN; WHO EXCEL IN SHAPE, FORM, AND FEATURES, AND WHOSE VOICES ARE SWEETER THAN THE MELODY OF BIRDS." THEN THERE WAS FLATH-INNIS, THE ISLAND OF THE GOOD, WHICH WORD IS STILL THE IRISH FOR HEAVEN. AN OLD GAELIC POEM HAD THIS DESCRIPTION OF IT "THE ISLE SPREAD LARGE BEFORE HIM LIKE A PLEASING DREAM OF THE SOUL, WHERE DISTANCE FADES NOT ON THE SIGHT, WHERE NEARNESS FATIGUES NOT THE EYE. IT HAD ITS GENTLY SLOPING HILLS OF GREEN, NOR DID THEY WHOLLY WANT THEIR CLOUDS. BUT THE CLOUDS WERE BRIGHT AND TRANSPARENT, AND EACH INVOLVED IN ITS BOSOM THE SOURCE OF A STREAM; A BEAUTEOUS STREAM, WHICH, WANDERING DOWN THE STEEP, WAS LIKE THE FAINT NOTES OF THE HALF-TOUCHED HARP TO THE DISTANT EARS. THE VALLEYS WERE OPEN AND FREE TO THE OCEAN; TREES, LADEN WITH LEAVES, WHICH SCARCELY WAVED TO THE SLIGHT BREEZE, WERE SCATTERED ON THE GREEN DECLIVITIES AND RISING GROUND. THE RUDE WINDS WALKED NOT ON THE MOUNTAINS; NO STORM TOOK ITS COURSE THROUGH THE SKY. ALL WAS CALM AND BRIGHT. THE PURE SUN OF AUTUMN SHONE FROM HIS BLUE SKY ON THE FIELDS. HE HASTENED NOT TO THE WEST FOR REPOSE, NOR WAS HE SEEN TO RISE FROM THE EAST. HE SITS IN HIS MIDDLE HEIGHT, AND LOOKS OBLIQUELY ON THE NOBLE ISLE. IN EACH VALLEY IS ITS SLOW, MOVING STREAM. THE PURE WATERS SWELL OVER THE BANKS, YET ABSTAIN FROM THE FIELDS. THE SHOWERS DISTURB THEM NOT, NOR ARE THEY LESSENED BY THE HEATS OF THE SUN. ON THE RISING HILLS ARE THE HALLS OF THE DEPARTED--THE HIGH-ROOFED DWELLINGS OF THE HEROES OF OLD." IN THE TALE OF THE VOYAGE OF CONDLE THE HUNCHBACK, A WISE WOMAN SINGS THUS TO HIM, AS TRANSLATED FROM IRISH A FRENCH AUTHOR "TU ÉPROUVES, A CAUSE DE MOI, DU PLAISIR. SUR LES VAGUES, TON CHAGRIN SERAIT OUBLIÉ, SI, SUR LA BARQUE DE VERRE, NOUS ARRIVIONS; SI NOUS AVIONS ATTEINT LA CITÉ DIVINE DE VICTORIEUX." MANY CELTIC LEGENDS RELATE TO A VOYAGE IN A GLASS SHIP. AS SOPHOCLES TELLS US, ORITHYIA WAS CARRIED OFF BY BOREAS TO THE ANCIENT GARDEN OF APOLLO. A SPIRITED TRANSLATION OF THE BATTLE OF GABHRA, BY N. O'KEARNEY, AFFORDS ENGLISH READERS ANOTHER PICTURE OF THE LAND OF THE BLESSED. "TIRO NA N-OG IS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY THAT CAN BE FOUND, THE MOST PRODUCTIVE NOW BENEATH THE SUN; THE TREES ARE BENDING UNDER FRUIT AND BLOOM, WHILE FOLIAGE GROWS TO THE TOP OF EVERY BRAMBLE. WINE AND HONEY, IS ABUNDANT IN IT, CONSUMPTION SHALL NOT WASTE YOU DURING LIFE, NEITHER SHALL YOU SEE DEATH NOR DISSOLUTION." THE DISTINGUISHED HISTORIAN, LECKY, HAS THIS ALLUSION TO ANOTHER ANCIENT FANCY; SAYING, "AMONG THE MANY HALF PAGAN LEGENDS THAT WERE CONNECTED WITH IRELAND, DURING THE MIDDLE AGES, ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL IS THAT OF THE ISLANDS OF LIFE AND OF DEATH. IN A CERTAIN LAKE IN MUNSTER, IT IS SAID THERE WERE TWO ISLANDS; INTO THE FIRST, DEATH COULD NOT ENTER, BUT AGE AND SICKNESS, AND THE WEARINESS OF LIFE, AND THE PAROXYSMS OF FEARFUL SUFFERING WERE ALL KNOWN THERE, AND THEY DID THEIR WORK, TILL THE INHABITANTS, TIRED OF THEIR IMMORTALITY, LEARNED TO LOOK UPON THE OPPOSITE ISLAND AS UPON A HAVEN OF REPOSE. THEY LAUNCHED THEIR BARKS UPON THE GLOOMY WATERS; THEY TOUCHED ITS SHORE, AND THEY WERE AT REST." IN JOYCE'S TRANSLATION OF CONNLA OF THE GOLDEN HAIR, THE HERO IS TEMPTED BY THE FAIRY IN THESE WORDS "I HAVE COME FROM THE LAND OF THE LIVING, A LAND WHERE THERE IS NEITHER DEATH NOR OLD AGE, NOR ANY BREACH OF LAW. THE INHABITANTS OF EARTH CALL US AES-SHEE, FOR WE HAVE OUR DWELLINGS WITHIN LARGE, PLEASANT GREEN HILLS. WE PASS OUR TIME VERY PLEASANTLY IN FEASTING AND HARMLESS AMUSEMENTS, NEVER GROWING OLD; AND WE HAVE NO QUARRELS OR CONTENTIONS." BESEECHING CONNLA TO GO WITH HER, HIS FATHER, CONN OF THE HUNDRED FIGHTS, CALLED HIS DRUID CORON TO CONTEND WITH HER, AND SHE WAS SHOUTED OFF BY HIM. BUT CONNLA LEAPED INTO HER CANOE, AND WAS LOST. "A LAND OF YOUTH, A LAND OF REST, A LAND FROM SORROW FREE; IT LIES FAR OFF IN THE GOLDEN WEST, ON THE VERGE OF THE AZURE SEA. A SWIFT CANOE OF CRYSTAL BRIGHT. THAT NEVER MET MORTAL VIEW, WE SHALL REACH THE LAND ERE FALL OF NIGHT, IN THAT STRONG AND SWIFT CANOE; WE SHALL REACH THE STRAND OF THAT SUNNY LAND, FROM DRUIDS AND DEMONS FREE; THE LAND OF REST, IN THE GOLDEN WEST, ON THE VERGE OF THE AZURE SEA." TRADITION SAYS THAT ONE CREIDÉ, THE GOD OF GOLDSMITHS, HAD A MAGIC PALACE BENEATH THE WESTERN SEA, WHERE HE WAS DROWNED, WHILE BRINGING GOLD TO IRELAND FROM SPAIN. EARL DESMOND DESCENDED BELOW LOUGH GUR, AND HAS SINCE BEEN USUALLY SEEN ONCE IN SEVEN YEARS. HE IS ULTIMATELY TO ESCAPE AS OISIN DID. THE GREY SHEEP'S CAVE, NEAR KILKENNY, IS THE OUTLET. A PIPER, LONG CONFINED THERE HAS BEEN HEARD TO PLAY ON HIS PIPES UPON A MAY-DAY MORNING. IRELAND WAS ASSOCIATED WITH THE WEST BY THE OLD WELSH, OR, AS PROFESSOR RHYS OBSERVED, WITH WALES. TALIESIN, THE GREAT WELSH DRUID, WAS STOLEN BY AN IRISH PIRATE VESSEL OF THE PERIOD, BUT HE ESCAPED IN A MAGIC CORACLE BEFORE REACHING ERIN. THE LAND BENEATH THE SEA WAS BEYOND CARDIGAN BAY, THE ANNWN OF THE OLD SUN. THE WELSH AVALON, OR ISLAND OF APPLES, THE EVERLASTING SOURCE OF THE ELIXIR OF LIFE, THE HOME OF ARTHUR AND OTHER MYTHOLOGICAL HER WAS IN THE IRISH DIRECTION. AS MORIEN WRITES, "THE DISTRICT OF HADES BENEATH THE EARTH, AND BEYOND THE RIVER, WAS THE FAIRY-LAND OF OUR ANCESTORS, THE SOURCE OF THE PASSIVE PRINCIPLE OF LIFE." SO, WITH IRELAND ITSELF; IT WAS THE WESTERN ARRAN-MORE ISLE OF THE BAY OF GALWAY, FROM WHICH THE QUICK-SIGHTED, UPON A FINE DAY, COULD DISCERN HY-BRÆFAILTH, OR THE ENCHANTED ISLE. MOORE ALLUDES TO THE TRADITION "AND AS ECHO FAR OFF, THRO' THE VALE MY SAD ORISON ROLLS, I THINK, O MY LOVE, 'TIS THY VOICE FROM THE KINGDOM OF SOULS." THE SPANISH BAY OF SOULS LIES WEST OF CAPE FINISTERRE. OGYGIA WAS THOUGHT BY PLUTARCH FIVE DAYS' SAIL WEST OF BRITTIA. THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN RITUAL SPOKE OF THE HAPPY WEST. THE HOME OF CALYPSO WAS IN THE WEST. BAILLY, WRITING TO VOLTAIRE, IN 1778, SAID, "THE GIANT GYGES (HUNDRED-HANDED) INHABITED THE ISLAND OF ATLANTIS, WHICH IS THE SAME AS OGYGIA." THE BRETONS HAD THEIR WESTERN IFERN, WHICH WAS THE FLAITHEAS, OR ISLE OF HEROES, THE WELSH GWYNVYD. VINLAND THE GOOD WAS WESTWARD, AS WERE THE FORTUNATE ISLES. SPANISH TALES TELLS OF SEVEN CITIES BELOW THE WESTERN OCEAN, WHERE STILL DWELL CHRISTIANS WHO FLED FROM THE MOORS AND SOME OF WHOM RETURN AFTER HUNDREDS OF YEARS. AMERICA WAS PROBABLY VISITED BY EASTERN VOYAGERS LONG BEFORE COLUMBUS KNEW IT. LALLA ROOKH OF MOORE HAS SIMILAR REFERENCES, AS "I KNOW WHERE THE ISLES OF PERFUME ARE, MANY A FATHOM DOWN IN THE SEA, TO THE SOUTH OF SUN-BRIGHT ARABY." MYTHICAL ALLEGORY MAY GIVE MEANING TO THESE STORIES. IN THE TRANSACTIONS OF THE OSSIAN SOCIETY IS THE FOLLOWING SKETCH OF THE LAND OF YOUTH, BY BRYAN O'LOONEY "THIS ELYSIUM IS SUPPOSED TO BE DIVIDED INTO DIFFERENT STATES AND PROVINCES, EACH GOVERNED BY ITS OWN KING OR RULER. IT IS ALL PEACE, TRANQUILLITY, AND HAPPINESS. THE LAND OF LIFE IS SUPPOSED TO GIVE PERPETUAL LIFE TO THE LIBERATED SPIRITS OF THE JUST. THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO BE LOCATED SOMEWHERE ABOUT THE SUN'S SETTING POINT, AND HAVE MEANS OF APPROACH, CHIEFLY THROUGH THE SEAS, LAKES, AND RIVERS OF THIS WORLD, ALSO THROUGH RATHS, DUNS, AND FORTS. THE SEAS, LAKES, AND RIVERS ACT AS COOLING ATMOSPHERE, WHILE THE RATHS, DUNS, AND FORTS SERVE AS INGRESS AND EGRESS TO AND FROM THEM." SPEAKING THEN OF THE FABLED CITY IN LISCANNOR BAY, HE ADDS "THE WHITE BREAKING WAVES ARE SAID TO BE CAUSED BY THE SHALLOWNESS OF THE WATER OVER THIS ENCHANTED LITTLE CITY, WHICH IS BELIEVED TO BE SEEN ONCE IN SEVEN YEARS, AND OF WHICH, IT IS OBSERVED, THAT THOSE WHO SEE IT SHALL DEPART THIS WORLD BEFORE THE LAPSE OF SEVEN YEARS TO COME; BUT IT IS NOT SUPPOSED THAT THESE PERSONS DIE, BUT CHANGE THEIR ABODE, AND TRANSMIGRATE FROM THIS WORLD OF TOIL INTO THE ELYSIUM OF THE JUST, WHERE THEY SHALL, AT ONCE, BECOME SPORTIVE, YOUNG AND HAPPY, AND CONTINUE SO FOR EVER. IT IS ALSO BELIEVED THAT THOSE WHO SEE THESE ENCHANTED SPOTS, ARE SLIGHTLY ENDOWED WITH THE GIFT OF PROPHECY." THE LIFE IS NOT GREATLY DIFFERENT FROM THAT FOUND HERE SINCE OISIN, IN HIS REPORTED DIALOGUE WITH THE IRISH SAINT, ADMITTED "I HAD, BY GOLDEN HEADED NIAMH, OF CHILDREN, OF SURPASSING BEAUTY AND BLOOM, OF BEST FORM, SHAPE, AND COUNTENANCE, TWO YOUNG SONS AND A GENTLE DAUGHTER." IN THE STORY OF CÛCHULAINN'S ADVENTURES THROUGH THIS MYSTERIOUS REALM, IS A FULL DETAIL OF ITS PALACES AND LANDSCAPES. THE HERO WENT THITHER IN A BRONZE BOAT, WHICH AWAITED HIS RETURN THENCE. THEY WHO WERE ADMITTED TO BRIEF VISIT TO THE UPPER REGIONS OF EARTH WERE DULY ADMONISHED, THAT IF THEY ONCE DISMOUNTED FROM THEIR M STEEDS, THEY WOULD NEVER AGAIN BE ABLE TO RETURN. BOVE DERG WENT TO VISIT THE DAGDA DEITY AT THE BRU OF MAC-AN-OG, WHERE DWELT AUGUS OG, THE GOD'S SON, AN WHERE OSCAR AND OTHER FENIAN HEROES WERE ENTERTAIN FIACHNA IS RECORDED TO HAVE COME TO CONNAUGHT FROM THE AGREEABLE PLAIN, IN ORDER TO OBTAIN HELP IN A CONTEST WITH OTHER DEITIES. HE DISAPPEARED IN A LAKE, AND FIFTY WARRIORS DIVED IN AFTER HIM. WAR WAS, WITH THE IRISH, AS WITH OTHER PEOPLE OF GERMAN OR NORSE DESCENT, A MOST PLEASANT WAY OF BEGUILING TIME IN THE WORLD BEYOND. EVEN CUCHULAINN WAS INDUCED TO UNDERTAKE HIS PERILOUS VOYAGE, THAT HE MIGHT GAIN A GODDESS FOR A WIFE, BY PROMISING TO HELP HER FAMILY IN A FIGHT. THERE THEY HEARD NOBLE AND MELODIOUS MUSIC OF THE GODS, TRAVELLED FROM REALM TO REALM, DRINKING FROM CRYSTAL CUPS, AND ENTERTAINING THEMSELVES WITH THEIR BELOVED. NO WONDER THAT A HERO RETURNED THENCE DECLARED TO AN IRISH SOVEREIGN THAT NOT FOR HIS KINGDOM WOULD HE RELINQUISH A SINGLE NIGHT WITH THE GODS. IN IRISH SO-CALLED HISTORY, WE READ OF THE EMIGRATIONS OF NEMED, SON OF AGNOMEN, FROM MAG MORE, THE GREAT PLAIN, OR TRAG MÂR, THE GREAT COAST, OR MAG MELD, AGREEABLE PLAIN. NENNIUS SUPPOSED THIS WAS SPAIN. IT WAS, HOWEVER, THE COUNTRY FROM WHICH ALL CAME, AND TO WHICH AT DEATH ALL MUST RETURN. IN THE LEGEND OF TUÂN MAC CAIRILL, SAYS M. JUBAINVILLE, NEMED'S FOUR THOUSAND AND THIRTY MEN, AND FOUR THOUSAND AND THIRTY WOMEN, VOYAGED FROM THE GREAT PLAIN, AND ALL DIED; WENT THERE AGAIN. THE SAME FRENCH WRITER REMARKED HOW THE RELATIONS WHICH HAD EXISTED HERE WERE CONTINUED THERE, EVEN TO THE REPAYMENT OF DEBTS CONTRACTED ON EARTH. "THE LIFE OF THE DEAD," SAID HE, "IN THE MYSTERIOUS REGION BEYOND THE SEA IS FOR EACH A SECOND EDITION, SO TO SPEAK--OF THE LIFE LED BY THE DEPARTED ON THIS SIDE OF THE OCEAN." O'BEIRNE CROWE, TREATING OF THE BOOK OF LEINSTER, AND OTHER MSS., SAYS--"THE POINT OF DEPARTURE FROM THIS WORLD, AS WELL AS THE ENTRANCE TO THE NEXT, WHETHER FOR PAIN, OR BLISS, OR BUSINESS, WAS ALWAYS IN THE WEST, AND THE ROUTE WESTWARDS. FOR THE ANCIENT IRISH BELIEFS ON THIS POINT WE CAN APPEAL TO THE VISION OF ADAMNAN, WHICH GIVES THE ANGELS OF THE WEST THE GUARDIANSHIP OF THE ENTRANCE TO THE REGIONS OF PUNISHMENT, AS WELL AS TO THE CAVE OF LOCH DERG, WHICH IS MOST DECIDEDLY A PAGAN RELIC. THIS CAVE OF LOCH DERG IS SITUATED IN THE WEST OF IRELAND, AS THE CORRESPONDING CAVE AVERNUS IS SITUATED IN THE WEST OF ITALY." AGAIN, HE REMARKS "SOMEWHERE, FAR AWAY IN THE WESTERN OCEAN, THERE WAS SUPPOSED BY THE ANCIENT IRISH TO BE A SPIRITUAL COUNTRY, CALLED GENERALLY THE LANDS OF THE LIVING, AND TRAIG MAR (GREAT STRAND) AND TIR TAIRNGIRE (LAND OF PROMISE) OF CHRISTIAN ORIGIN, AS IN THE DIND-SENCHUS, AND TIR MAR (GREAT LAND) AS IN ANOTHER LEGEND." FURTHER--"THE LAND OF THE LIVING WAS THE HAPPY SPIRIT'S HOME OF THE IRISH PAGANS UNTIL AFTER THE PURIFICATION OF ALL THINGS BY FIRE." PARTHALON WAS SAID IN IRISH LEGENDS TO HAVE COME FROM SPAIN, NOT FROM THE COUNTRY OF THE DEAD. TETHRA, CONQUERED IN THE BATTLE OF MAG TURED, BECAME KING OF THE DEAD BEYOND THE OCEAN. CHRONOS, ALSO, REIGNED OVER THE DEPARTED. THE PLAIN WHERE THESE INFERNAL DEITIES DWELT WAS THE IRISH MAG CETNE. AS THE SON OF MANANNÂN-MAC-LIR RETURNED TO EARTH AGAIN, SO DID THE OSSIANIC FIND-MAC-CUMAILL, AND CAILTÉ; EVIDENCING THE CELTIC BELIEF IN THE SOUL'S IMMORTALITY. ACCORDING TO SOME TRADITIONS, THE BETTER-LAND OF THE, DRUIDS FLOATED IN NEAMHAGAS, AS THE TRIMURTI OF THE EAST WERE SAID TO DO IN AKASS OR CELESTIAL ETHER. A BRIDGE AS. FINE AS A HAIR, LIKE MAHOMETANS BELIEVE TO THIS DAY, CONNECTS THIS WORLD WITH THAT BEYOND, WHICH THEY TRULY STYLED THE GREATER ISLAND. THE INHABITANTS WERE ROBED IN WHITE AT MURTHEMNE, THE FLOWERY PLAIN. SEPULCHRAL RITES WERE AS ESSENTIAL TO THE COMFORT OF THE IRISH IN THEIR SHEOL AS TO THE GREEKS IN THEIRS. AS BURIAL OF THE BODY WAS REQUIRED IN THE LATTER CASE, SO WAS THE FUNERAL SONG, FEAST, OR CRY OVER THE CORPSE OF THE FORMER MORE OR LESS PERFORMED TO THIS HOUR BY THEIR CHRISTIAN DESCENDANTS. THERE WOULD OTHERWISE BE DISMAL WANDERINGS ALONE BESIDE THE IRISH STYX, AS WITH HOMERIC HEROES. THE GHOSTS ARE VARIOUSLY DESCRIBED. THE OSSIANIC ONES APPEAR INDISTINCT AND MYSTIC IN CLOUDLAND, FLOATING WITH THE WIND. SUCH PHANTOMS WERE OF THE WORST SORT, SAYS O'KEARNEY; WHO ADDS "IRISH PAGANS NEVER DREAMED OF SPIRITS AFTER DEATH HAVING ASSUMED ANY SUCH FORMS, EITHER IN TIR-NA-N-OG, FLAITH-INNIS, OR ANY OTHER HAPPY ABODE OF DEPARTED HEROES. THE SPIRITS FROM ELYSIUM ALWAYS APPEAR IN THEIR PROPER SHAPE, AND SPOKE AND ACTED AS IF THEY WERE STILL IN POSSESSION OF MORTAL LIFE." THERE ARE MANY ELEMENTS REGARDING IDEAS OF THE DEAD WHICH ARE COMMON TO BOTH GREEKS AND IRISH, THOUGH NOT DIRECT BORROWINGS. ENTRANCES TO THE NETHER WORLD WERE RECOGNIZED IN PORTIONS OF THE EAST; AND JOYCE TELLS US "IN MY BOYHOOD DAY, THE PEASANTRY BELIEVED THAT THE GREAT LIMESTONE CAVERN NEAR MITCHELSTOWN, IN THE COUNTY CORK, WAS ONE OF THE ENTRANCES TO TIR-NO-NOGE." DERMAT, IN COMPANY WITH A WIZARD, OR KNIGHT OF THE FOUNTAIN, DESCENDED A WELL, AND CAME INTO A COUNTRY OF DELIGHTFUL FLOWERS AND TREES, PALACES AND CASTLES. THERE A LADY FAIR CURED DERMAT OF THE WOUNDS HE HAD RECEIVED IN BATTLE, BESIDES ENTERTAINING HIM WITH MUSIC. IN THE FATE OF THE CHILDREN OF TUREM MS., WE READ OF THE ISLAND OF FINCARA, WHICH WAS SUNK BENEATH THE WAVES BY A DRUIDIC SPELL LONG AGO. THEN, ONE BRIAN, IN QUITE MODERN TIMES, PROVIDED WITH A MAGIC WATER DRESS AND CRYSTAL HELMET, SAW MOST CHARMING-LOOKING LADIES. IN THE VOYAGE OF MAILDUN, ALSO, A PRIVILEGED PERSON WAS ENABLED TO BEHOLD THE MOG-MELL PLAINS OF PLEASURE, THOUGH THESE RATHER BELONGED TO FAIRYDOM. IN PLATO, WE HAVE AN ACCOUNT OF BANQUETS IN HADES. IN IRISH MSS. ARE MANY REFERENCES TO THE GOOD THINGS BELOW. THERE WAS A LESSER GOD, MIDERS, MARRIED TO ETAIN, ONE OF THE GODDESSES. THE LADY, TIRED OF HER SITUATION, OR COMPANY, CAME UP, AND OBTAINED EOCHAID-AIREM, KING OF IRELAND, FOR A HUSBAND. MIDERS FOLLOWED THE FAITHLESS ONE; BUT SHE DECLINED ANY FURTHER CONNECTION WITH ONE "WHO HAS NO GENEALOGY, AND WHOSE ANCESTORS ARE UNKNOWN." THE FORSAKEN ONE ENGAGED THE KING IN A GAME OF CHESS, IN WHICH THE LOSER WAS TO GRANT THE REQUEST OF THE WINNER. THE KING, LOSING, WAS REQUESTED TO GIVE UP HIS WIFE. THIS HE REFUSED TO DO. THE DISCONSOLATE ONE THEN TURNED TO WIN OVER THE GODDESS. HE SANG TO HER OF THE PLEASANT PLAIN, AND INVITED HER TO RETURN WITH HIM TO A HAPPIER HOME THAN IRELAND COULD GIVE. HE WOULD GIVE HER THERE MORE TASTEFUL PORK, SWEETER MILK, AND MORE INTOXICATING BEER. THERE WERE RIVERS WARM WITH HYDROMEL, AND EVEN WINE. YOUTH NEVER AGED, AND LOVE WAS NOT FORBIDDEN. ALL THIS, AND MORE, MAY BE READ IN THE LEALHAIR NA HLLIDLIRE. IT WAS TO THE MYSTERIOUS REALM OF TETHRA, BEYOND THE SEA, THAT THE FABLED FOMORIAN RACE OF IRISH RETREATED, WHEN FINALLY VANQUISHED BY THE NEXT CORNERS. BUT THE ABLE EDITOR OF THE IRISH BATTLE OF GABHRA, HAS THE FOLLOWING STORY OF THE ANCIENT EMIGRANTS, OR CONQUERORS, OF ERIN "THE FIRBOLG AND FOMORIAN RACES, BEING MORE OR LESS SEA-FARING MEN, PLACED THEIR ELYSIUM FAR OUT IN THE SEA, AND CALLED IT BY VARIOUS NAMES, SUCH AS ISLAND OF THE LIVING, ISLAND OF BREASAL, ISLAND OF LIFE. THE FIRBOLGS ARE SAID TO HAVE LIVED UNDER THE WATERS OF OUR LAKES. THE TUATH DE DANANS, BEING DEVOTED TO CIVIL AND LITERARY PURSUITS, AND THEIR DRUIDS HAVING HELD THEIR SEMINARIES IN CAVES AND OTHER SECLUDED SUBTERRANEAN ABODES, FANCIED THEIR ELYSIUM PLACED UNDER THE EARTH, WHILE THE MILESIANS STEERED, A IT, WERE, A MIDDLE COURSE BETWEEN BOTH, AND MADE THEIR ELYSIUM IN A SORT OF INDESCRIBABLE LOCALITY TO WHICH A SUBTERRANEAN PASSAGE LED. THIS THEY CALLED TIR-NA-N' OG, THE COUNTRY OF PERPETUAL YOUTH. IN THIS THEY SUPPOSED THE VIRTUOUS AND BRAVE TO ROAM AMONG FIELDS COVERED WITH SWEET FLOWERS, AND GROVES LADEN WITH DELICIOUS FRUITS. HERE SOME, AS THE TASTE INCLINED, PROMENADED IN HAPPY GROUPS, SOME RECLINED IN PLEASANT BOWERS, WHILE OTHERS EXERCISED THEMSELVES WITH HUNTING, WRESTLING, RUNNING RACES, MARTIAL FEATS, AND OTHER MANLY EXERCISES. NO PERSON EVER GREW OLD IN THIS HAPPY ABODE, NOR DID THE INHABITANTS FEEL TEDIOUS OF ENJOYMENT, OR KNOW HOW CENTURIES PASSED AWAY." THE EARLY CHRISTIAN PREACHERS TRIED HARD TO DISPEL THESE IMAGES OF THE HEATHEN PARADISE, AND THAT BY DETAILS OF A TERRIBLE HELL, THE AVERNUS OF THE PAGAN ORIENTALS. WHEN, HOWEVER, ST. PATRICK TOLD OISIN, AS IS RECORDED, THAT THE HERO FINGAL WAS ROASTING IN HELL, THE OLD FENIAN CRIED OUT "IF THE CHILDREN OF MORNI, AND THE MANY TRIBES OF THE CLAN OVI, WERE ALIVE, WE WOULD FORCE BRAVE FINGAL OUT OF HELL, OR THE HABITATION SHOULD BE OUR OWN." IN THE EARLY ECCLESIASTICAL WRITINGS OF IRELAND, THERE IS THE SAME STRANGE MEDLEY OF OLD PAGAN SUPERSTITIONS AND SUPPOSED SCRIPTURAL IDEAS, TO BE FOUND IN OTHER LANDS OF THE PERIOD. BUT THIS IS ALSO MIXED UP WITH THE BABYLONIAN HORRORS THAT FOUND THEIR WAY INTO THE TALMUD, MAKING THE JEWISH IDEA OF THE FUTURE SO DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THE PROPHETS IN SCRIPTURE. WE HAVE BUT TO READ OF THE SO-CALLED PURGATORY OF ST. PATRICK FOR AN APT ILLUSTRATION. THE ENTRANCE TO THIS PURGATORY WAS THAT KNOWN TO THE HEATHEN IRISH AS LEADING TO THE NETHER WORLD. BUT THE APPLICATION CAME CENTURIES AFTER THE USUALLY RECOGNIZED DATE OF THE SAINT, AND WAS UNKNOWN TO SUCH WRITERS AS NENNIUS AND PROBUS. IRISH TRADITION PRESERVED THE NOTION OF DESCENT INTO THE LOWER REGIONS, AS WITH OISIN AND OTHERS. ECCLESIASTICS, IN LIKE MANNER, RECORD VISITS TO ST. PATRICK'S PURGATORY, LOUGH DERG. HENRY OF SALTREY, IN THE TWELFTH CENTURY, SPOKE OF THE SAINT HEARING THERE THE CRIES OF THOSE IN PURGATORY. THE KNIGHT OWAIN, IN KING STEPHEN'S TIME, WENT DOWN, AND SAW THE HORRORS. SOME WERE FASTENED DOWN BY THEIR HAIR, TO BE BITTEN BY FIERY SNAKES; OTHERS WERE IN MOLTEN METAL, RIVERS OF PITCH, OR LAKES OF COLD. A WALL OF GLASS AFFORDED SUFFERERS A VIEW OF THE JOYS OF PARADISE. ONE MONK, WRITING IN THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY, AFFIRMS THAT ANY DOUBTS AS TO PURGATORY WOULD BE AT ONCE DISPELLED BY GOING TO LOUGH DERG. FROISSART KNEW ONE WHO HAD BEEN THERE. WILLIAM STAUNTON, 1409, SAW "ORRIBLE BASTES" TORMENTING MEN. YET THE POPE, IN 1497, ORDERED THE CAVE TO BE CLOSED UP, UPON THE REPORT OF A DUTCH MONK THAT THERE WAS NO TRUTH IN THE STORIES CIRCULATED CONCERNING THE LOCALITY. NOTWITHSTANDING THE PAPAL AUTHORITY, THE SUPERSTITION STILL EXISTS, AND VAST NUMBERS OF PILGRIMS FREQUENT THE SCENE OF ST. PATRICK'S PURGATORY. THE DESCENT INTO HELL BY ISTAR, ORPHEUS, HERCULES, YET LIVES IN THE STORIES OF IRISH VISITANTS TO THE LOWER REGIONS. IN THE ANCIENT BOOK OF LISMORE IS THE FOLLOWING NARRATIVE--"HOWBEIT THE DEVIL THERE REVEALED THE GATES OF HELL TO BRENAINA. AND BRENAINA BEHELD THAT ROUGH, HOT PRISON, FULL OF STENCH, FULL OF FLAME, FULL OF FILTH, FULL OF THE CAMPS OF THE PRISONERS' DEMONS, FULL OF WAILING, AND SCREAMING, AND HURT AND SAD CRIES, AND GREAT LAMENTATIONS, AND MOANING AND HAND-SMITING OF THE SINFUL FOLKS; AND A GLOOMY, SORROWFUL LIFE IN CORES OF PAIN, IN PRISONS OF FIRE, IN STREAMS OF THE ROWS OF ETERNAL FIRE, IN THE CUP OF ETERNAL SORROW, AND DEATH WITHOUT LIMIT, WITHOUT END." THE IRISH TRAVELER BEHELD, THERE DEMONS TORTURING MEN AND WOMEN, "MONSTERS YELLOW, WHITE, GREAT-MOUTHED; LIONS FIERCE, GREEDY, DRAGONS RED, BLACK, BROWN, DEMONIAC, A PLACE WHEREIN THERE ARE STREAMS FROZEN, BITTER, EVER STINKING SWIFT, OF FULL FIRE." ALTOGETHER, A DISAGREEABLE CONTRAST TO THE HAPPY LAND BEYOND OF IRISH PAGANS. THEY MIGHT HAVE HAD NO CLEARER VISION THAN HOMER'S GREEKS OF THE FATE OF THE DEAD, THOUGH THEIR LIVELY FANCY PICTURED A PLEASANT HOME. THEY HAD SOME GLIMMERINGS OF LIGHT BEYOND THE DEEPENING SHADOWS, WHILE CONCEIVING THE GHOSTS OF THE DEPARTED AS CONSCIOUS OF THE PAST, AND NOT UNMINDFUL OF BELOVED ONES LEFT BEHIND. SOME WILD ROAMERS ON THE ROCK-BOUND SHORES OF ERIN HAD A DIM PERCEPTION OF A BETTER LAND. THE HEART OF THE PURER, THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE NOBLER, DREAMED, HOWEVER FAINTLY, OF A REALM OF PEACE BEYOND, OF A SCENE OF TRANQUIL BEAUTY, OF A RESTFUL TIME IN THE FABLED ISLES OF HAPPY ONES, WHERE STORMS WOULD BE UNKNOWN, WHERE NEVER-WITHERING FLOWERS WOULD GREET THE GRATEFUL EYE, AND WHERE THE BLESSED WEST FORETOLD REPOSE. WE MAY FANCY SOME WHITE-HAIRED SAGE OF ERIN, FEELING THE SANDS OF LIFE SLOWLY BUT SURELY SINKING, WHO WOULD SEAT HIMSELF ON THE TEMPEST-TOSSED CLIFFS BESIDE THE ATLANTIC, WATCHING A SUNSET IN THOSE WESTERN WATERS, WHERE THE GRADUALLY LESSENING GLOW FORESHADOWED HIS OWN DEPARTURE. THERE HE MIGHT RECALL THE FRIENDS OF HIS YOUTH, THE DEEDS OF MANHOOD, AND THE LESSONS OF AGE. THERE, TOO, HE MIGHT WEEP AT THE RECOLLECTION OF LOVED ONES GONE BEFORE, AND YET SMILE AT THE PROSPECT OF RE-UNION IN THE COUNTRY OF EVERLASTING YOUTH. SUCH A MAN, AT SUCH A TIME, MAY WELL HAVE IMAGINATION QUICKENED TO A PERCEPTION OF THE ONWARD AND UPWARD IN THE INNER LIFE OF POOR HUMANITY.
ANCIENT IRISH LITERATURE.
THERE ARE SUCH CONTRADICTORY VIEWS UPON THE ORIGINALITY, AUTHENTICITY, AND RELIABLENESS OF IRISH LITERATURE AMONG IRISH SCHOLARS AND EXPERTS, THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO GIVE VARIOUS IDEAS OF THIS QUESTION, AS HAS BEEN GIVEN UPON OTHER SUBJECTS TREATED OF IN THIS BOOK. SOME IRISH AUTHORITIES, LIKE NOT A FEW WELSH ONES, ARE READY TO ACCEPT WITHOUT HESITATION A NARRATIVE WRITTEN BY THEIR COUNTRYMEN, AS IF IT WERE A POINT OF PATRIOTISM TO DO SO. OTHERS, NOT SO CREDULOUS, ARE DESIROUS TO EXPLAIN AWAY ANY SEEMING ERRORS OR INCONGRUITIES, ESPECIALLY IF REGARDED IN THE INTEREST OF A CHURCH, OR THE EXIGENCY OF A POLITICAL PARTY. THEN, THERE ARE A FEW, INFLUENCED BY THE MODERN SPIRIT OF INQUIRY, OR SKEPTICISM, PREPARED NOT ONLY TO REJECT WHAT ARE PALPABLE ABSURDITIES, BUT, SOMETIMES, UNREASONABLY TO DENY WHAT IS NOT IMMEDIATELY CAPABLE OF PROOF. TOO MUCH PRAISE CANNOT BE GIVEN TO MANY, SUCH AS SIR CHARLES GAVAN DUFFY, WHO ARE TRYING TO POPULARIZE ANCIENT IRISH LITERATURE. IT IS HARSH, INDEED, TO SAY, AS DR. LEDWICH DOES IN HIS ANTIQUITIES OF IRELAND, AFTER QUOTING A LIST BY WARE AND KEATING--"IT SAVORS, AS ALL IRISH MSS. DO, OF MODERN FORGERY." BUT NO STUDENT OF HISTORY CAN EXEMPT THE ANNALS OF IRELAND FROM THE CHARGE OF MISREPRESENTATION OF FACTS, OR ABSOLUTE INVENTION OF FALSEHOODS. PROF. HARTTUNG, WHO CONSIDERED THE OLD IRISH "A DISTINCTLY UNHISTORICAL AND UNSETTLED PEOPLE," HAS THIS OPINION OF THEIR ANCIENT LITERATURE--"IMAGINATION AND THE WORKS OF SCHOLARS, ESPECIALLY AFTER THE TENTH CENTURY, SUPPLIED THAT WHICH WAS PAINFULLY WANTING IN ACTUALITY." NO BETTER ILLUSTRATION CAN BE GIVEN THAN THE REMARKABLE SERIES OF BOOKS ON THE LIVES OF ST. PATRICK AND ST. COLUMBA. ONE'S FAITH IS TRIED THEREBY TO THE UTTERMOST, LEADING NOT A FEW TO DENY THE VERY EXISTENCE OF THE TWO MISSIONARIES. THAT EARLY IRISH LITERATURE WAS AFTERWARDS MUCH CORRUPTED MAY BE ADMITTED, WITHOUT THROWING DOUBT UPON ALL RECORDS BECAUSE OF INTERPOLATIONS AND CHANGES, THROUGH INDISCREET ZEAL, OR LOVE OF THE MARVELOUS. SPENSER, THOUGH AN ENGLISHMAN, DID JUSTICE TO IRELAND WHEN HE WROTE--"IT IS CERTAIN THE IRISH HATH HAD THE USE OF LETTERS VERY ANCIENTLY AND LONG BEFORE ENGLAND." LET US ACKNOWLEDGE WITH FABER, THAT "FICTIONS OF ANCIENT POETRY...WILL BE FOUND TO COMPREHEND SOME PORTION OF HISTORIC TRUTH." IT IS BEDE, NO REAL FRIEND TO THE IRISH, WHO TELLS US THAT "MANY BOTH OF THE NOBLES AND THE LOW STATE LEFT THEIR COUNTRY, AND, EITHER IN SEARCH OF SACRED LEARNING, OR A STRICTER LIFE, REMOVED TO IRELAND." CAMDEN QUOTES ST. SUGENIUS, OF THE EIGHTH CENTURY "EXEMPLO PATRUM, COMMOTUS AMORE LEGENDI, IVIT AD HIBERNOS SOPHIÂ MIRABILE CLAROS." SKENE, IN CELTIC SCOTLAND, OBSERVES, "OTHERS OF THESE LEGENDS ARE UNDOUBTEDLY PURELY ARTIFICIAL, AND THE ENTIRE LEGENDARY HISTORY OF IRELAND, PRIOR TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE FIFTH CENTURY, PARTAKES LARGELY OF THIS CHARACTER." DR. TODD, HOWEVER, WARNS US "THAT THE PAGAN CHARACTER OF A PASSAGE FAILS TO PROVE ITS ANTIQUITY,"--AS "EARLY CHRISTIANITY ITSELF WAS DEEPLY TINGED BY PAGAN INFLUENCES." IN THE SAME SENSE, EUGENE O'CURRY WRITES--"THE TALES RELATING TO THE PRE-CHRISTIAN PERIOD HAVE IN SOME FORM OR OTHER FLOATED DOWN THE STREAM OF TRADITION, PRESERVING IN THE MIDST OF A RICHLY-DEVELOPED CHRISTIAN MYTHOS MUCH OF THEIR ORIGINAL PAGAN CHARACTER." THE LATTER AUTHOR DRAWS A COMPARISON BETWEEN IRISH AND WELSH LITERATURE, NOT MUCH TO THE ADVANTAGE OF THE LATTER, SAYING, THAT THERE IS IN THE FIRST "A DEFINITE LOCALIZATION OF ALL THE PERSONAGES AND INCIDENTS OF THE TALES"; WHEREAS THE WELSH POEMS "BEAR INCONTESTABLE EVIDENCE OF HAVING BEEN RECAST IN THE TWELFTH OR THIRTEENTH CENTURY." HE DEPLORES THE GREAT DESTRUCTION OF IRISH MSS. FOR SEVERAL CENTURIES BEFORE THE NORMAN CONQUEST OF IRELAND, MUCH INFORMATION BEING ONLY PRESERVED BY TRADITION. THE COUNTRY MUST HAVE BEEN FOR AGES IN A FEARFUL STATE OF FEUD AND ANARCHY BEFORE THE TWELFTH CENTURY. TOLAND, IN HIS HISTORY OF THE DRUIDS, AGREES WITH O'CURRY IN THE STATEMENT THAT IRISH MSS. ARE OLDER AND MORE NUMEROUS THAN WELSH. MANY ARE SCATTERED IN THE LIBRARIES OF EUROPE, PARTICULARLY IN PARIS, SPAIN, COPENHAGEN, ARID THE VATICAN. LELAND, TIME OF HENRY VIII., ACCOUNTS FOR SOME DESTRUCTION OF MSS. AS THE NORMAN CONQUERORS OF IRELAND BUILT CHURCHES WHEREVER THEY ESTABLISHED THEMSELVES, LELAND SAYS THAT THE NATIVE IRISH MADE A PRACTICE OF BURNING CHURCHES IN THEIR HATRED TO THE NEW MEN. AS THE PIOUS NORMANS WERE GREAT PATRONS OF MONASTERIES, THESE BUILDINGS OFTEN SHARED A SIMILAR FATE FROM THE LIKE CAUSE, AND VAST COLLECTIONS OF IRISH MSS. SO PERISHED IN THE FLAMES. THE DANES, IN THE PILLAGING OF ARMAGH, AND OTHER CENTERS OF ANCIENT LEARNING, WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR MUCH OF THE VANDALISM. A CURIOUS STORY IS TOLD BY CHRISTOPHER ANDERSON. "IN THE REIGN OF ELIZABETH," SAYS HE, "THE KING OF DENMARK APPLIED TO ENGLAND FOR PROPER PERSONS WHO MIGHT TRANSLATE THE ANCIENT IRISH BOOKS IN HIS POSSESSION; AND AN IRISHMAN IN LONDON, THEN IN PRISON, BEING APPLIED TO ON THE SUBJECT, WAS READY TO ENGAGE IN THE WORK. BUT, UPON A COUNCIL BEING CALLED, A CERTAIN MEMBER, IT IS SAID, WHO MAY BE NAMELESS, OPPOSED THE SCHEME, LEST IT SHOULD BE PREJUDICIAL TO THE ENGLISH INTEREST." OF ONE THING THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT; VIZ. THAT IRISH SCHOLARS FIND GREAT DIFFICULTIES IN READING AND TRANSLATING IRISH MSS. THEY ARE SO OBSCURE AND RUDE, HAVE BEEN SO OFTEN INTERPOLATED AT VARIOUS PERIODS, AND ARE SO LIABLE TO BE MISUNDERSTOOD BY THE MOST CONSCIENTIOUS AND PAINS-TAKING STUDENT, THAT OUTSIDERS ARE PUZZLED BY THE CONTRADICTORY RESULTS OF EXAMINATION. IT IS GENERALLY ALLOWED THAT THE FENIAN POEMS ARE THE MOST CLASSICAL. HARDIMAN, IN IRISH MINSTRELSY, IS "FULLY CONVINCED OF THE ANTIQUITY OF THESE FENIAN POEMS"; BUT, HE ADDS, "THE LANGUAGE IS SO OBSOLETE THAT IT CANNOT BE UNDERSTOOD WITHOUT A GLOSS; AND EVEN THE GLOSS ITSELF IS FREQUENTLY SO OBSCURE AS TO BE EQUALLY DIFFICULT WITH THE TEXT." THE MIXTURE OF BARBAROUS AND ABBREVIATED LATIN INCREASES THE EMBARRASSMENT. ENGLISH READERS OF SUCH TRANSLATIONS HAVE TO TAKE MUCH UPON FAITH. THE FENIAN POEMS ARE BY FAR THE FINEST EXTANT. THE PURSUIT OF DIARMUID, OR DERMOT, HAS BEEN TRANSLATED INTO MANY LANGUAGES. THE BATTLE OF GABHRA AND THE LAMENTATIONS OF OISIN RELATE TO THE FINAL DESTRUCTION OF THE FENIAN WARRIORS BY THE MILESIANS. THE IRISH ACADEMY AND OTHER LITERARY INSTITUTIONS HAVE DONE EXCELLENT SERVICE IN TRANSLATIONS. WALKER'S IRISH BARDS AND MISS BROOKE'S RELIQUES OF IRISH POETRY MAY BE CONSULTED WITH ADVANTAGE, AS WELL AS HARDIMAN'S IRISH MINSTRELSY. THE COLLECTION OF ERIN'S ANCIENT POETS WOULD NOT BY ANY MEANS APPROACH IN SIZE THAT OF THE FINNISH KALEVALA, WHICH WERE MUCH GREATER IN EXTENT THAN THE ILIAD, IF NOT EQUALING IT IN QUALITY. IT HAS BEEN WELL REMARKED THAT "IRELAND WOULD HAVE BEEN THE RICHER HAD NOT THE FEARS OR BIGOTRY OF THE PRIESTS DISCOURAGED THE READING OF PAGAN POEMS AND ROMANCES, AND THROWN THOUSANDS OF MSS. INTO THE FLAMES." ST. PATRICK IS DECLARED THE DESTROYER OF SOME HUNDREDS OF THEM. THOUGH A NUMBER, YET PRESERVED, ARE IN IRISH LETTER, THE LANGUAGE IS BUT LATIN. THE ANCIENT DOMNAGH AIRGID, IN THE DUBLIN MUSEUM, IS IN IRISH CHARACTER, HAVING PORTIONS OF THE GOSPELS IN UNCIAL LATIN. THAT COPY WAS SAID TO HAVE BELONGED TO ST. PATRICK. THE REPORTED AGES OF MSS. MAY BE CONSIDERED DOUBTFUL. ZEUSS, THE GERMAN PHILOLOGIST, PUTS THE OLDEST AT THE NINTH CENTURY; BUT MANY ARE CLEARLY, COPIES OF EARLIER ONES, NOW LOST. THE FIFTH CENTURY HAS BEEN CLAIMED FOR SOME, AND A PRE-CHRISTIAN PERIOD FOR A NUMBER OF LOST ORIGINALS. THE CATHACH OF THE O'DONNELS, CONTAINING SOME PSALMS, IS IN A VERY ANCIENT CHARACTER. THE LEABHAR-NA-H-UIDHRE, OR BOOK OF THE DUN COW, HAS 138 PAGES ON VELLUM. THE LEABHAR GABHALA, OR BOOK OF INVASIONS, IS HISTORICAL. THE BOOK OF KELLS WAS ASCRIBED TO COLUMBA, HAVING ITS GOSPELS BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED. THE SEANCHUS MÔR IS A STOREHOUSE OF INFORMATION. PSALTERS ARE ASCRIBED TO CORMAC OF CASHEL, AND OTHERS; THE PSALTER OF TARA IS TAKEN FROM THE ONE OF CASHEL. THE LATTER RECORDS THE FACT THAT "TROSDAN, A MAGICIAN, ADVISED THE IRISH ARMY TO BATHE IN THE MILK OF ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY WHITE CRUMPLE-HORNED COWS, AS A SURE ANTIDOTE AGAINST THE ENVENOMED ARROWS OF THE BRITONS." AMONG THE LOST MSS. MAY BE NAMED THE CALENDAR OF CASHEL, THE CUILINENN, OR BOOK OF SKINS. THE LEABHAR LECCAN HAS MUCH ABOUT THE TUATHS. HISTORICAL OR MYTHOLOGICAL TALES ARE NUMEROUS. THERE ARE ANNALS OF ULSTER, OF MUNSTER, LEINSTER, INNISFALLEN, DONEGALL, TIGHARNOCH, CLONMACNOIS, THE FOUR MASTERS, &C. THE BOOK OF ARMAGH IS VERY CELEBRATED FOR ITS IRISH CHARACTER, MIXED WITH GREEK AND LATIN. THERE ARE THE BOOKS OF MEATH, OF ST. KEVIN OF GLENDALOUGH, OF LEACAN, OF KELLS, OF THE ISLE OF SAINTS, OF FERMOY, OF DIANNA, OF CLONMACNOISE, OF MULLING, OF DIOMA, OF HOWTH, OF DURROW, OF BALLYMOTE ABOUT TUATHS AND MILESIANS, OF LEINSTER, OF LISMORE, OF CLOGHER, OF DUNNSEANCHUS BY AMERGIN, &C. THERE ARE THE BOOK OF RIGHTS OR LEABHAR NA-G-CEART BY ST. BENIGNUS, THE YELLOW BOOK OF FERNS, AND THE BOOK OF THE ANGEL. THE BOOK OF ARMAGH, CONTAINING THE CONFESSIONS OF ST. PATRICK, HAS 442 PAGES. THE FOUR MASTERS, WITH SOME AUTHORITIES, DATES FROM THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. DR. PETRIE DATES THE FEATH FIUDHA OR GUARDSMAN'S CRY, FROM THE SEVENTH CENTURY, THOUGH PUT MUCH LATER BY TODD, AND IN THE TWELFTH CENTURY BY THE REV. W. KILBRIDE. OF 291 WORDS, 16 ARE LATIN, AND 30 ARE OBSOLETE. THE ANTIQUARIAN AUTHORITY, J. T. GILBERT, HAS DOUBTS OF ANY FIFTH CENTURY LATIN VULGATE IN IRELAND. THE LIVES OF ST. PATRICK ARE MOSTLY OF MEDIÆVAL AGE. THE MARTYROLOGY OF DONEGAL WAS BY O'CLERY, ONE OF THE "FOUR MASTERS," AND GIVES AN ACCOUNT OF THE IRISH SAINTS. THE SALTAIR CHAISIL WAS SEEN BY SIR W. WARE, THOUGH SINCE LOST. THERE ARE TWO COPIES OF THE BOOK OF HYMNS, ELEVENTH CENTURY. THE MARTYROLOGY OF MAOLMUIRE O'GORMAIN DATES FROM 1167; THE METRICAL CALENDAR IS PUT AT THE NINTH CENTURY. ST. PATRICK'S HYMN TO THE TRINITY IS DECLARED OF THE SIXTH CENTURY. AMONG FORAY OR CATTLE-STEALING POEMS MAY BE CITED THE TAIN-BO-CUALIGNE, WRITTEN BY ST. KIARAN ON THE SKIN OF HIS PET DUN COW. IRISH TRIADS WERE PERHAPS IN IMITATION OF THE WELSH ONES. O'CURRY HAD DECLARED THE TRIPARTITE LIFE OF ST. PATRICK TO BE OF THE SEVENTH CENTURY. ARTHUR CLIVE FINDS IT "WAS CERTAINLY WRITTEN AFTER THE ELEVENTH CENTURY. SUCH ARE THE ALLUSIONS TO THE KINGS AND CHIEFTAINS; WHILE THE MS. CALLED THE BOOK OF ARMAGH MUST HAVE BEEN WRITTEN AFTER THE NORMAN CONQUEST, FOR IT ALLUDES TO THE SAXONS AS IN OCCUPATION OF THE ISLAND, AND GIVES EXPRESSION TO A PROPHECY FORETELLING THEIR FINAL EXPULSION." GILBERT, THE IRISH ARCHIVIST, IN CALENDAR OF ANCIENT RECORDS IN DUBLIN, TELLS US THAT "THE EARLY DOCUMENTS ARE IN MEDIÆVAL LATIN, ANTIQUE FRENCH, AND OLD OR MIDDLE ENGLISH, WRITTEN IN OBSCURE AND CONTRACTED STYLES, REPLETE WITH OBSOLETE TERMS AND ARCHAIC, UNDATED." HE FINDS THE CHARTERS AND GRANTS ARE WRITTEN IN ABBREVIATED LATIN. THE IRISH WAS EVER A PUZZLE. THERE WERE MEN TO BE FOUND IN ROME, IT WAS SAID, WHO COULD SPEAK EVERY LANGUAGE BUT IRISH. LILLY CALLED IT THE ANGELS' LANGUAGE. OUR JAMES I. HATED IT, AND DECLARED HIS CONVICTION THAT THE DEVIL HIMSELF COULD NOT SPEAK IT. IT MIGHT, THEREFORE, ON THAT ACCOUNT, BE REGRETTED THAT THE IRISH ARE MORE AND MORE ADOPTING ENGLISH FOR ERSE. AS THE ERSE HAS LONG BEEN REGARDED AS THE "POOR RELATION," AMONG THE CELTIC FAMILY, THE FOLLOWING FROM THE EDINBURGH MAGAZINE FOR 1800 MAY BE REASSURING TO IRISHMEN "THE SCOTTISH DIALECT OF THE IRISH, CORRUPTED AS IT WAS WITH MONKISH LATIN, AND ABUNDANCE OF DANISH, ARRIVED IN THIS COUNTRY WITH THE DALRIADÆ. THE IRISH IS THE REAL MOTHER-TONGUE, AND RETAINS A VERY LONG LIST OF VOCABLES, EITHER NOW FORGOTTEN, OR NEVER USED IN SCOTLAND. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE IRISH VOCABULARY CONTAINS ALL THE WORDS, A FEW MODERN CORRUPTIONS EXCEPTED, TO BE FOUND IN THE SCOTTISH GAELIC." ALTHOUGH WELSH ENTHUSIASTS CLAIM THE GREATEST ANTIQUITY FOR THEIR TONGUE, MANY PHILOLOGISTS LEAN TO THE IRISH LANGUAGE. ELTON AFFIRMS THAT IT "SEEMS TO BE OF ALL THE CELTIC LANGUAGE THE FARTHEST REMOVED FROM THE LATIN"; AND THAT "THE OLDEST IRISH IS FOUND TO BE THE ORIGINAL, NOT MERELY OF THE MODERN ERSE, BUT ALSO OF THE MANX." USSHER FOUND IT NEAREST TO HEBREW. O'FLAHERTY TRACED IT TO PHŒNICIA. SIR WILLIAM TEMPLE REGARDED IT AS AN ORIGINAL LANGUAGE. H. O'BRIEN SEES HEBREW DERIVED FROM THIS PRIMORDIAL TONGUE. FROM HAMILCO WE SHOULD LEARN THAT THE CARTHAGINIANS OF HIS DAY THOUGHT MORE OF THE SACRED ISLAND "EXTENSIVELY INHABITED BY THE HIBERNI," THAN THEY DID OF THE ISLAND OF ALBIONES (BRITAIN). AS TO THE WRITING ITSELF, TODD BELIEVED IN ITS PAGAN AGE; BUT DR. RICHEY SAYS, "IT CAN SCARCELY BE PRETENDED THAT WRITING WAS KNOWN PRIOR TO THE INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY." THE GREEK CHARACTER IS SEEN IN ITS SEMI-UNCIAL STATE. RUNIC LETTERS ARE ABSENT, AS THE VIKINGS WERE USING ROMAN ONES. WHEN THEY BEGAN TO PLAGUE THE IRISH COASTS PATRICK HAS THE CREDIT, WITH SOME, OF INTRODUCING ROMAN LETTERS. BOECE RELATES OF THE OLD IRISH, THAT "IN ALL THEIR SECRET BUSINESS THEY DID NOT WRITE WITH COMMON LETTERS USED AMONG OTHER PEOPLE, BUT WITH CYPHERS AND FIGURES OF BEASTS." TOLAND WROTE "THE USE OF LETTERS HAS BEEN VERY ANCIENT IN IRELAND, WHICH AT FIRST WERE CUT ON THE. BARK OF TREES, PREPARED FOR THAT PURPOSE; OR ON SMOOTH TABLES OF BIRCH WOOD, WHICH WERE CALLED TAIBHE FILEADH, POETS' TABLES; AS THEIR CHARACTERS WERE IN GENERAL NAMED FEADHA, TWIGS AND BRANCH LETTERS, FROM THIS SHAPE. THEIR ALPHABET WAS CALLED BETH-LUIS-NION, FROM THE THREE FIRST LETTERS OF THE SAME, B, L, N, BETH, LUIS, NION, BIRCH, QUICKEN, AND ASH; FOR THE PARTICULAR NAME OF EVERY LETTER WAS, FOR MEMORY SAKE, FROM SOME TREE OR OTHER VEGETABLE." "THE IRISH BETH-LUIS-NION IS A LIVING MONUMENT OF A BARBAROUS AGE," SAYS LEDWICH. AT FIRST, HE INFORMS US THEY WERE STENOGRAPHIC, THEN STEGANOGRAPHIC, BEING CALLED FEADHA, OR WOODS. O'MOLLOY GIVES SEVENTEEN LETTERS, O'CONOR EIGHTEEN, LHUYD EIGHTEEN, WITH THIRTEEN DIPHTHONGS. LEDWICH WAS CONVINCED THAT "THE SPEECH OF THE IRISH BECAME A FLUCTUATING JARGON." THE ASPEN, FIR, ELDER, BROOM, HEATH, WILLOW, YEW, IVY, VINE, WHITETHORN, HAZEL, FURZE, AND OAK, GAVE NAMES TO LETTERS. THERE WAS ANOTHER ALPHABET, URAICEACT-NA-NEIGEAS, CALLED AFTER MEN. BEECHEN TABLETS WERE USED BEFORE PARCHMENT THERE. G. MASSEY SAYS, "THE DRUIDIC SPRIGS BELONG TO THIS IDEOGRAPHIC STAGE. THE DRUIDS WERE IN POSSESSION OF THE SYMBOLIC BRANCH FOR THE TYPES OF THE YOUTHFUL SUN-GOD, WHO WAS ANNUALLY REBORN AS THE OFFSHOOT FROM THE TREE." THE PROFANE WRITING OF THE DRUIDS WAS KNOWN AS THE BOBEL-LOTH, FROM B, F, L, BEGINNING THE ALPHABET. THE ORDINARY LETTERS RAN B, L, N, S, F, H, D, T, C, M, G, P, R, A, O, U, E, I. OGHAM WRITING DEMANDS SOME EXPLANATION. O'CURRY WILL NOT HAVE IT DERIVED FROM SCANDINAVIAN RUNES. SOMETIMES THE LATIN BESIDE IT FORMS A BILINGUAL. THE OGHAM IS MADE BY NOTCHES ON THE EDGES OF STONES OR WOOD, ABOVE, BELOW, OR UPON A LINE. THE STROKES MAY BE ONE BELOW THE LINE FOR B, ONE ABOVE FOR H, ONE ACROSS THE FLEASG, OR MEDIAL LINE, FOR M. ONE SMALL STROKE ACROSS MAY BE A, TWO STROKES, E, THREE I, FOUR O, FIVE U. SOME ARE IN THE FORM OF A DART, OR ARROW-HEAD. M. GEBELIN WAS STRUCK WITH THE RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN THE IRISH OGHAM AND PERSIAN CUNEIFORM. THERE WERE THIRTEEN SINGLE CONSONANTS, TWO DOUBLE ONES, FIVE VOWELS, AND FIVE DIPHTHONGS. THE KEY WAS FOUND BY DR. GRAVES, BISHOP OF LIMERICK. THE OGHAM HAS BEEN CLAIMED FOR THE WELSH BY RHYS. DR. G. MOORE SEES THAT "THE GRAMMATICAL DISTINCTION OF THE LETTERS INDICATES THAT--THE OGHAMS CAME FROM A SOUTHERN AND AN ORIENTAL LAND." HE REGARDS OGHAMS AS SEPULCHRAL IN PAGAN TIMES. CROWE THINKS THEM OLDER THAN SANSCRIT. THE CRAOBH WAS A BRANCHING OGHAM. THE BREHON LAW RECOGNIZED THE USE OF OGHAM AS EVIDENCE OF LANDOWNERSHIP. THE SCYTHIANS HAD CRYPTIC CIPHERS. THE BOOK OF INVASIONS REFERS TO "THAT OGUM WHICH IS ON THE STONE." DR. ISAAC TAYLOR WOULD DERIVE IT FROM RUNIC OF THE EIGHTH CENTURY. MORE LIKELY, THE CHARACTERS CAME FROM THE WEDGE LETTERS ON THE ANGLES OF BABYLONIAN BRICKS. RHYS THINKS OGHAM CAME FROM THE PHŒNICIAN ALPHABET. HE FINDS "THE OGHAM ALPHABET IS OF A DOUBLE ORIGIN, FORMING A SORT OF COMPROMISE BETWEEN THE EAST AND THE WEST." ROLT BRASH REGARDS IT AS OFTEN PRE-CHRISTIAN. IT IS KNOWN ON ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY MONUMENTS; THERE BEING ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-SEVEN IN KERRY, CORK, AND WATERFORD. TYLOR DECLARES IT VERY ANCIENT, AND NOT RUNIC; SO, SAID GENERAL PITT-RIVERS. THE DERIVATION IS UNSETTLED. ONE WRITER IN THE ROYAL IRISH SOCIETY GETS IT FROM OE, OGH, OR OGHA, A CIRCLE. OGMA WAS THE FATHER OF THE TUATH KING, AND WAS CALLED GRIANANN, OR, BELONGING TO THE SUN. G. MOUNCEY ATKINSON HAS THE WORD FROM GHUAIM, THE GUAIM, OR WISDOM OF BIRDS. ONE OF OLD STYLED IT A COWBOY'S INSCRIPTION. THE BOOK OF BALLYMOTE HAD AN OGHAM TRACT. IN THE TAIN-BO-CUAILGNE WE READ--"CUCULLAIN CUT AN OAK BEFORE HIM THERE, AND HE WROTE AN OGHAM ON ITS SIDE." "HE THEN MADE AN ID (ROD), AND WROTE AN OGHAM IN ITS SIDE, AND TWISTED IT ROUND THE HEAD OF THE PILLAR STONE. THE ID WAS PUT INTO THE HANDS OF FERGUS MAC ROI, AND HE READ THE ID." O'CURRY HEARD THAT IN THE THIRD CENTURY THERE EXISTED, AT TARA, A BOOK OF WOODEN TABLETS OF GREAT AGE. THE MUSEUMS OF DUBLIN, EDINBURGH, AND LONDON HAVE SPECIMENS OF OGHAM WRITING.
THE LIA FAIL, OR THE STONE OF DESTINY.
ELSEWHERE, MENTION HAS BEEN MADE OF THE IRISH LIA FAIL, STONE OF FATE, FATAL STONE, OR STONE OF DESTINY, GENERALLY BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN THE IRISH KINGS' INAUGURATION STONE, AFTERWARDS USED FOR PICTISH AND SCOTTISH KINGS AT SCONE, ULTIMATELY BECOMING THE CORONATION STONE IN WESTMINSTER ABBEY. LIKE OTHER SUBJECTS CONNECTED WITH IRISH HISTORY, THIS POINT HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLY DISCUSSED. AS THE PRESENT WORK IS MAINLY INTENDED TO GIVE ORDINARY READERS A CITATION OF OPINIONS UPON ANCIENT IRISH RELIGIOUS TOPICS, IT IS UNNECESSARY TO DO MORE HERE THAN PRESENT VARIOUS AUTHORITIES UPON THIS MYSTERIOUS STONE. THERE ARE TWO COMPETITORS FOR THE HONOR OF AUTHENTICITY, AND BOTH TO BE NOW SEEN; ONE, A DOZEN FEET LONG, STANDING ERECT, HALF OUT OF THE GROUND, ON THE HILL OF TARA, IN IRELAND; THE OTHER, TWENTY-SIX INCHES LONG, IN THE CORONATION CHAIR AT WESTMINSTER ABBEY. A LEGEND IN THE SCALACRONICA, DATED 1355, DECLARED IT WAS SIMON BREC (A NAME OF SOLAR ASSOCIATION) "WHO BROUGHT WITH HIM A STONE ON WHICH THE KINGS OF SPAIN WERE WONT TO BE CROWNED, AND PLACED IT IN THE MOST SOVEREIGN BEAUTIFUL PLACE IN IRELAND, CALLED TO THIS DAY THE ROYAL PLACE; AND FERGUS, SON OF FERCHAR, BROUGHT THE ROYAL STONE BEFORE RECEIVED, AND PLACED IT WHERE IT IS NOW, THE ABBEY OF SCONE." THE ROYAL PLACE WAS FORDUN'S THEMOR, AND BLIND HARRY'S CANMOR OR TEAMOR; TARA. BALDRED BISSET, EARLY IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY, HAD ANOTHER VERSION; SAYING, "THE DAUGHTER OF PHARAOH, KING OF EGYPT, WITH AN ARMED BAND, AND A LARGE FLEET, GOES TO IRELAND, AND THERE BEING JOINED BY A BODY OF IRISH, SHE SAILS TO SCOTLAND, TAKING WITH HER THE ROYAL SEAT, WHICH HE, THE KING OF ENGLAND, WITH OTHER INSIGNIA OF THE KINGDOM OF SCOTLAND, CARRIED WITH HIM, BY VIOLENCE, TO ENGLAND." THIS BISSET SOUGHT TO GAIN THE POPE'S GOOD OFFICES FOR ITS RESTORATION TO SCONE BY OUR EDWARD I. THE IRISH STORY IN THE LEABHAR GABHALA, OR BOOK OF CONQUESTS, MENTIONS THE BRINGING TO IRELAND, FROM FALIAS IN SCOTLAND, OF THE LIA FAIL, BY THE TUATH DE DANAANS. UPON THIS, W. F. SKENE HAS STATED--"THE TWO LEGENDS AT ALL EVENTS ARE QUITE ANTAGONISTIC TO EACH OTHER, AND THERE IS ONE HISTORIC FACT CERTAIN AS TO EACH. FIRST, THE LIA FAIL, OR IRISH STONE, DID NOT LEAVE TARA, BUT WAS STILL THERE IN THE ELEVENTH CENTURY; AND SECONDLY, THE SCOTCH ONE WAS NOT IN ARGYLE DURING THE EXISTENCE OF THE IRISH COLONY OF THE DALRIADA, NOR WAS USED IN THE INAUGURATION OF THEIR KINGS." WINTOWNIS CHIRONIKEL, WRITTEN IN ST. SERF'S MONASTERY, OF INCH, LOCH LEVEN, ABOUT 1420, HAS THIS ACCOUNT "A GRET STANE THIS KYNGE THAN HAD THAT FOR THIS KYNGE'S SETE WAS MADE; AND HALDYNE WAS A GREAT JOWALE WYTHT IN THE KYNRYK OF SPAYNE HALE. THIS KING BAD THIS SIMON (BREC) TA THAT STANE, AND IN-TYL YRLAND GA, AND WYN THAT LAND AND OCCUPY AND HALDE THAT STANE PERPETUALLY, AND MAKE IT HIS SEGE THARE AS THAI OF SPAYNE DID IT OF ARE, BROUCHT THIS STANE WYTHT IN SCOTLAND FYRST GWHEN HE CAME AND WANE THAT LAND, AND FYRST WE SET IN IKKOLMKIL, AND SCUNE PARE ESTYR IT WES BROUCHT TYL; AND THERE IT WAS SYNE MONY DAY, QWHYLL EDWARD GERT HAVE IT AWAY, NOR WILL I THE WERD REHARS AS I FYND OF THAT STANE IN WERS; NE FALLAT FATUM, SCOTI QUOCUNG LOCATUM, INVENIENT LAPIDEM, REGNARE TENENTUR IBIDEM; BUT GYF WERDYS FALY HAND BE, QWHARE EUER THAT STANE YHE SEGYT SE THARE SALL THE SCOTTIS BE REGNAND, AND LORDDYS HALE OURE ALL THAT LAND." THE LATIN INSCRIPTION SAID TO HAVE BEEN ON THE STONE HAS BEEN THUS RENDERED BY ANOTHER "EXCEPT OLD SEERS DO FEIGN, AND WIZARDS' WITS BE BLIND, THE SCOTS IN PLACE MUST REIGN, WHERE THEY THIS STONE SHALL FIND." THIS HAS BEEN FULFILLED, SAY SOME, BY JAMES VI. OF SCOTLAND, BUT OF IRISH DESCENT, BECOMING JAMES I. OF ENGLAND; OR, BY SO MANY IRISH AND SCOTCH HOLDING OFFICIAL POSTS IN ENGLAND AND THE COLONIES. BUT JAMES MASON DID NOT BELIEVE THE STORY, WHEN HE CALLED THE STONE IN WESTMINSTER "A SPURIOUS RELIC, AND UTTERLY WORTHLESS"; AS "NOT THE ANCIENT CORONATION STONE OF SCOTLAND AT ALL," BUT A BASE IMITATION PALMED OFF ON EDWARD I. THAT THE SCOTS IN THEIR RETREAT SHOULD ABANDON THE REAL STONE, IS TO HIM "THE MOST MONSTROUS OF SUPPOSITIONS." HIDDEN AWHILE, IT MAY HAVE BEEN LOST SIGHT OF IN THE SUBSEQUENT WARS, OR LOST BY THE DEATH OF THE CUSTODIAN, AS MANY ANOTHER TREASURE HAS BEEN. GEIKIE, THE GEOLOGIST, WHO FOUND IT PERFECTLY RESEMBLE THE SANDSTONES OF THE SCONE DISTRICT, SAYS, "TO MY EYE THE STONE APPEARS AS IF IT HAD BEEN ORIGINALLY PREPARED FOR BUILDING PURPOSES, BUT HAD NEVER BEEN USED." EVEN SHAKESPEARE IN RICHARD III. CALLED IT "A BASE, FOUL STONE, MADE PRECIOUS BY THE FOIL OF ENGLAND'S CHAIR." IT IS CURIOUS, ALSO, THAT WHILE THE STONE HOLY ROOD, CONTAINING A PORTION OF THE TRUE CROSS, WAS GIVEN UP BY EDWARD AT EARNEST SCOTTISH SOLICITATION, NO PRESSING WAS USED FOR THE RETURN OF THE CORONATION STONE, NOT EVEN AFTER THE CRUSHING BATTLE OF BANNOCKBURN. IT WAS, PERHAPS, INTENDED TO RETURN THE STONE TO SCOTLAND, AND A WRIT FOR THE REMOVAL WAS DATED JULY 1, 1328, ACCORDING TO THE DECISION OF A COUNCIL AT NORTHAMPTON. DALRYMPLE STATES THAT IT WAS FURTHER DETERMINED ON AT A CONFERENCE BETWEEN DAVID I. AND EDWARD III. IN 1363. THE LONDONERS, HOWEVER, WHO ACCEPTED THE BELIEF OF THE STONE BEING A NATIONAL PALLADIUM, STRONGLY OBJECTED TO ITS LEAVING WESTMINSTER. IRISH, SCOTCH, CULDEES, AND ANGLO-ISRAELITES HAVE HONORED THE STONE FROM THE FANCY THAT IT WAS THE STONE PILLOW OF ST. COLUMBA, AFTER HAVING BEEN THE STONE PILLOW OF JACOB AT BETHEL, AFTERWARDS TRANSFERRED TO SCONE. THE MATERIAL, HOWEVER, IS UNLIKE THE GEOLOGICAL FORMATION OF EITHER JUDAH OR IONA, ANY MORE THAN OF IRELAND ITSELF. BUT IT IS LIKE THAT OF SCONE. MCCULLOCH'S WESTERN ISLES HAS THIS NOTICE--"THE STONE IN QUESTION IS A CALCAREOUS SANDSTONE, AND EXACTLY RESEMBLES THAT WHICH FORMS THE DOORWAY OF DUNSTAFFNAGE CASTLE." HOW CAME COLUMBA TO HAVE THIS STONE OF DESTINY FOR HIS NIGHTLY PILLOW? IT IS SAID, HOWEVER, THAT WHEN FERGUS CARRIED IT FROM IRELAND, IT WAS PLACED IN IONA, BEFORE BEING TRANSFERRED TO THE MONASTERY OF DUNSTAFFNAGE. IF IT HAD BEEN JACOB'S PILLOW, THE REPORTED VISIT OF THE ANGELS AT NIGHT TO COLUMBA IS EASILY ACCOUNTED FOR. IN CAMDEN'S TIME, THE JACOB THEORY WAS RECEIVED. BUT THE SCOTTISH REFORMER AND HISTORIAN, BUCHANAN, LEFT THIS TESTIMONY THREE HUNDRED ODD YEARS AGO "THE CONNECTING THIS STONE WITH THE NAME OF THE PATRIARCH JACOB WAS MOST LIKELY A MONKISH INVENTION, AND NOT IMPROBABLY HAD ORIGIN IN THIS ABBEY, SINCE THE MOST ANCIENT DOCUMENT IN WHICH IT WAS THUS DESCRIBED APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN A TABLET THAT WAS FORMERLY SUSPENDED ABOVE THE CHAIR, BUT WHICH HAS LONG AGO PARTAKEN OF THE SAME FATE AS ALL THE OTHER WRITTEN MEMORIALS THAT WERE IN THIS CHAPEL." AS TO THE NATURE OF THAT ONE IN OUR ABBEY, NEALE, IN HIS WESTMINSTER ABBEY, DESCRIBES IT AS "CHIEFLY QUARTZ, WITH LIGHT AND RED-COLORED FELSPAR, LIGHT AND DARK MICA, WITH PROBABLY SOME GREEN HORNBLENDE, INTERMIXED; SOME FRAGMENTS OF A REDDISH-GREY CLAY SLATE OR SCHIST ARE LIKEWISE INCLUDED IN ITS COMPOSITION; AND, ON THE UPPER SIDE, THERE IS ALSO A DARK, BROWNISH, RED-COLORED, FLINT PEBBLE." DEAN STANLEY THOUGHT THE STONE CERTAINLY FROM SCOTLAND. SCONE IS OF OLD RED SANDSTONE FORMATION. THE DEAN HAD A PIECE OF IT TESTED IN PERCY'S LABORATORY, WHEN IT WAS FOUND TO BE SLIGHTLY CALCAREOUS. EXAMINED UNDER THE MICROSCOPE, GRAINS OF QUARTZ AND SMALL SCALES OF MICA WERE DETECTED. PROF. RAMSAY, 1865, HAD THE LIKE OPINION OF ITS GEOLOGY. KEEPE'S MONUMENTA WESTMONASTERIENSIA, IN 1681, TELLS US--"HERE IS LIKEWISE ON THE WEST SIDE THE FERETORY (SHRINE) OF ST. EDWARD, HARD BY THE SCREEN THAT SEPARATES THE HIGH ALTAR FROM THE CHAPEL, THE CHAIR OR SEAT WHEREON OUR KINGS ARE ACCUSTOMED TO BE INAUGURATED AND CROWNED. IT APPEARS EXTREMELY ANTIENT BOTH IN ITS FASHION AND MATERIALS, BEING MADE OF SOLID, HARD, FIRM WOOD, WITH A BACK AND SIDES OF THE SAME, UNDER WHOSE SEAT, SUPPORTED BY FOUR LIONS CURIOUSLY CARVED, INSTEAD OF FEET, LIES THAT SO MUCH FAMED STONE, WHEREON THE PATRIARCH JACOB IS SAID TO HAVE REPOSED.--THE RUINS OF THIS CHAIR ITSELF SHOWS THAT HERETOFORE IT HATH BEEN FAIRLY PAINTED, AND GILT WITH GOLD." THE COST OF THE LABORS OF CARPENTERS, PAINTERS, AND GILDERS UPON THE SAME, NEARLY SEVEN HUNDRED YEARS AGO, WAS £1 19S. 7D. THE CHAIR ITSELF IS 6 FT. 9 IN. BY 3 FT. 2 IN. THE SEAT IS 2 FT. 3 IN. FROM THE GROUND. THERE APPEARS A GROOVE IN THE STONE. THE CIRCULAR IRON HANDLES, FOR LIFTING IT, ARE FIXED TO A STAPLE. A CRACK MAY BE OBSERVED. THE STONE IS 26 IN. LONG, 16 ¾ BROAD, 10 ½ HIGH. RETURNING TO ITS SCOTCH HISTORY, SKENE DISCOVERS NOT A SINGLE EXAMPLE OF A PICTISH SOVEREIGN BEING CROWNED THEREON; AND, SUPPOSING AN INSTANCE WERE KNOWN, HE WONDERS WHY THE SCOTS, AS RACIAL FOES OF PICTS, SHOULD HAVE USED IT FOR THE PURPOSE. ROBERTSON, THE HISTORIAN, TRACED COLUMBA'S RELICS TO DUNDALK, NOT SCONE. A WORK PUBLISHED ABOUT 1686 DESCRIBES THE STONE AS 22 IN. LONG, 13 BROAD, AND 11 DEEP; AND SAYS, "WHEREOF HISTORY RELATES THAT IT IS THE STONE WHEREON JACOB IS SAID TO HAVE LAIN HIS HEAD IN THE PLAIN OF LUGA; AND THAT IT WAS BROUGHT TO BRIGANTIA (CORUNNA) IN THE KINGDOM OF SPAIN, IN WHICH PLACE GATHOL, KING OF SCOTS, SAT ON IT AS HIS THRONE. THENCE IT WAS BROUGHT INTO IRELAND BY SIMON BREC, FIRST KING OF SCOTS, ABOUT 700 YEARS BEFORE CHRIST'S TIME, AND FROM THENCE INTO SCOTLAND ABOUT 300 YEARS BEFORE CHRIST, AND IN A.D. 850 WAS PLACED IN THE ABBEY SCONE." WILL. RISHANGER MENTIONS MILO, KING OF THE SPANISH SCOTS, GIVING IT TO HIS SON SIMON BREK. DR. O'CONNOR CITES AN IRISH MS. WHICH RECORDS THE REMOVAL OF LIA FAIL FROM TARA TO THE CONNAUGHT KINGS AT CRUACHAN, AND SO IT LOST ITS SOUNDING PROPERTY TILL CON'S DAY, SECOND CENTURY; THAT IT WAS SENT BY MURTAGH MAC EARCA TO HIS BROTHER FERGUS MAC EARCA OF DALRIADA IN ARGYLE. O'FLAHERTY, CONFOUNDING ITS ASSERTED REMOVAL FROM IONA TO SCONE IN THE NINTH CENTURY, AFFIRMED IT WAS SENT THEN BY AODH FINLIATH TO HIS FATHER-IN-LAW, KENNETH MAC ALPIN. ANOTHER VERSION IS, THAT SIMON BREK (SPECKLED SUN) BROUGHT IT UP WITH HIS ANCHOR OFF THE WEST COAST OF IRELAND. PENNANT NARRATES--"THE STONE WHICH HAD FIRST SERVED JACOB FOR HIS PILLOW, WAS AFTERWARDS TRANSPORTED INTO SPAIN, WHERE IT WAS USED AS A SEAT OF JUSTICE BY GATHALUS, CONTEMPORARY WITH MOSES." BOECE DECLARES THIS GATHALUS WAS THE SON OF CECROPS OF ATHENS, AND THAT HE MARRIED SCOTA, DAUGHTER OF PHARAOH. HAYDN'S DICTIONARY OF DATES RELATES THAT "THE LIA FAIL, ON WHICH THE KINGS OF MUNSTER WERE CROWNED, WAS LAID IN THE CATHEDRAL OF CASHEL." THE ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY HAD THE FULL TARA STORY FROM DR. PETRIE'S PEN. REFERRING TO WHAT HE CONSIDERED THE LIA FAIL, THE AUTHOR MENTIONED ITS POSITION BY THE MOUND OF HOSTAGES, THOUGH REMOVED TO THE FORRADH RATH IN 1798, OVER SOME GRAVES AFTER THE TARA FIGHT. "BUT THE MOUND," SAID HE, "IS STILL POPULARLY CALLED BED THEARGHAIS; THAT IS, PENIS FERGUSII, AN APPELLATION DERIVED FROM THE FORM OF THIS STONE." OTHER MSS. "IDENTIFY THE LIA FAIL WITH THE STONE ON THE MOUND OF THE HOSTAGES." ELSEWHERE HE SAID "BETWEEN THE IRISH AND SCOTTISH ACCOUNTS OF THE HISTORY OF THIS STONE THERE IS A TOTAL WANT OF AGREEMENT, WHICH SHOWS THAT THE SCOTTISH WRITERS, WHEN THEY RECORDED THEIR TRADITION, WERE NOT ACQUAINTED WITH, OR DISREGARDED, THE ACCOUNTS OF IT PRESERVED BY THE IRISH. THE IRISH ACCOUNTS UNIFORMLY STATE THAT THE LIA FAIL WAS BROUGHT INTO IRELAND FROM THE NORTH OF GERMANY BY THE TUATHA DE DANAAN COLONY." THE CONCLUSION OF DR. PETRIE IS AS FOLLOWS--"IT IS AN INTERESTING FACT, THAT A LARGE OBELISCAL PILLAR STONE, IN A PROSTRATE POSITION, OCCUPIED, TILL A RECENT PERIOD, THE VERY SITUATION, ON THE HILL OF TARA, POINTED OUT AS THE PLACE OF THE LIA FAIL BY THE IRISH WRITERS OF THE TENTH, ELEVENTH, AND TWELFTH CENTURIES; AND THAT THIS WAS A MONUMENT OF PAGAN ANTIQUITY, AN IDOL STONE, AS THE IRISH WRITERS CALL IT, SEEMS EVIDENT FROM ITS FORM AND CHARACTER." IT IS, IN FACT, THE REMNANT OF AN ANCIENT OBJECT OF WORSHIP, THE HONORING OF THE SYMBOL OF PRODUCTION, OR SOURCE OF LIFE. ONE MAY SMILE AT A CLERGYMAN, THE REV. MR. GLOVER, SAYING OF THE STONE OF JACOB, THAT IT WAS REVERENCED LONG BY THE JEWS, AND "BEING LOST IN THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR SANCTUARY, 588 B.C., HAS APPEARED IN IRELAND AS THE PRECIOUS LIAG PHAIL BROUGHT THITHER BY HEBREW MEN IN A SHIP OF WAR, CIR. 584" MR. HINE, IN LEADING THE NATIONS TO GLORY, REGARDS THAT STONE AS "A WITNESS TO GOD'S COVENANTS IN THE FUTURES." ONE MAY, ALSO, SMILE AT DEAN STANLEY'S ENTHUSIASM OVER THE RIVAL STONE AT WESTMINSTER, AS A "LINK WHICH UNITES THE THRONE OF ENGLAND WITH THE TRADITIONS OF TARA AND IONS." SKENE DETERMINES THAT THE LIA FAIL "NEVER WAS ANYWHERE BUT AT TARA," WHILE THE OTHER STONE "NEVER WAS ANYWHERE BUT AT SCONE." MR. G. HUDSON RIGHTLY EXCLAIMS "IT IS A MATTER OF SURPRISE THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY, IF THEY BELIEVE THIS (AT TARA) TO BE THE LIA FAIL, HAVE MADE NO EFFORT TO SAVE SUCH A RELIC." BUT SKENE'S CONCLUSION UPON THIS VEXED QUESTION OF, AUTHENTICITY IS AS FOLLOWS "THERE WAS NO CONNECTION BETWEEN THE STONE AT SCONE AND THE LIA FAIL AT TARA, AND THE LEGENDS OF THEIR WANDERINGS, LIKE THOSE OF THE TRIBES WITH WHOM THEY WERE ASSOCIATED, ARE NOTHING BUT MYTH AND FABLE." IT IS UNCOMFORTABLE TO HAVE ONE'S PLEASING ROMANCES DISTURBED; AND THE STONE OF DESTINY HAS HAD TO ENCOUNTER THE SEARCHING LIGHT OF MODERN INQUIRY, TO THE DESTRUCTION OF MANY PRETTY FANCIES. IT IS GOOD TO BE HAPPY; IT IS BETTER TO BE TRUE.
THE PHILOSOPHY OF NATURAL MAGIC
CHAPTER I.
HOW MAGICIANS COLLECT VIRTUES FROM THE THREE-FOLD WORLD IS DECLARED IN THESE THREE BOOKS.
SEEING THERE IS A THREE-FOLD WORLD—ELEMENTARY, CELESTIAL AND INTELLECTUAL—AND EVERY INFERIOR IS GOVERNED BY ITS SUPERIOR, AND RECEIVES THE INFLUENCE OF THE VIRTUES THEREOF, SO THAT THE VERY ORIGINAL AND CHIEF WORKER OF ALL DOTH BY ANGELS, THE HEAVENS, STARS, ELEMENTS, ANIMALS, PLANTS, METALS AND STONES CONVEY FROM HIMSELF THE VIRTUES OF HIS OMNIPOTENCY UPON US, FOR WHOSE SERVICE HE MADE AND CREATED ALL THESE THINGS: WISE MEN CONCEIVE IT NO WAY IRRATIONAL THAT IT SHOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR US TO ASCEND BY THE SAME DEGREES THROUGH EACH WORLD, TO THE SAME VERY ORIGINAL WORLD ITSELF, THE MAKER OF ALL THINGS AND [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] FIRST CAUSE, FROM WHENCE ALL THINGS ARE AND PROCEED; AND ALSO TO ENJOY NOT ONLY THESE VIRTUES, WHICH ARE ALREADY IN THE MORE EXCELLENT KIND OF THINGS, BUT ALSO BESIDES THESE, TO DRAW NEW VIRTUES FROM ABOVE. HENCE IT IS THAT THEY SEEK AFTER THE VIRTUES OF THE ELEMENTARY WORLD, THROUGH THE HELP OF PHYSIC, AND NATURAL PHILOSOPHY IN THE VARIOUS MIXTIONS OF NATURAL THINGS; THEN OF THE CELESTIAL WORLD IN THE RAYS, AND INFLUENCES THEREOF, ACCORDING TO THE RULES OF ASTROLOGERS, AND THE DOCTRINES OF MATHEMATICIANS, JOINING THE CELESTIAL VIRTUES TO THE FORMER. MOREOVER, THEY RATIFY AND CONFIRM ALL THESE WITH THE POWERS OF DIVERS INTELLIGENCE, THROUGH THE SACRED CEREMONIES OF RELIGIONS. THE ORDER AND PROCESS OF ALL THESE I SHALL ENDEAVOR TO DELIVER IN THESE THREE BOOKS: WHEREOF THE FIRST CONTAINS NATURAL MAGIC, THE SECOND CELESTIAL, AND THE THIRD CEREMONIAL. BUT I KNOW NOT WHETHER IT BE AN UNPARDONABLE PRESUMPTION IN ME, THAT I, A MAN OF SO LITTLE JUDGMENT AND LEARNING, SHOULD IN MY VERY YOUTH, SO CONFIDENTLY SET UPON A BUSINESS SO DIFFICULT, SO HARD AND INTRICATE AS THIS IS. WHEREFORE, WHATSOEVER THINGS HAVE HERE ALREADY, AND SHALL AFTERWARD BE SAID BY ME, I WOULD NOT HAVE ANYONE ASSENT TO THEM, NOR SHALL I MYSELF, ANY FURTHER THAN THEY SHALL BE APPROVED OF BY THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH AND THE CONGREGATION OF THE FAITHFUL. 
CHAPTER II.
WHAT MAGIC IS, WHAT ARE THE PARTS THEREOF, AND HOW THE PROFESSORS THEREOF MUST BE QUALIFIED.
MAGIC IS A FACULTY OF WONDERFUL VIRTUE, FULL OF MOST HIGH MYSTERIES, CONTAINING THE MOST PROFOUND CONTEMPLATION OF MOST SECRET THINGS, TOGETHER WITH THE NATURE, POWER, QUALITY, SUBSTANCE AND VIRTUES THEREOF, AS ALSO THE KNOWLEDGE OF WHOLE NATURE, AND IT DOTH INSTRUCT US CONCERNING THE DIFFERING AND AGREEMENT OF THINGS AMONGST THEMSELVES, WHENCE IT PRODUCES ITS WONDERFUL EFFECTS, BY UNITING THE VIRTUES OF THINGS THROUGH THE APPLICATION OF THEM ONE TO THE OTHER, AND TO THEIR INFERIOR SUITABLE SUBJECTS, JOINING AND KNITTING THEM TOGETHER THOROUGHLY BY THE POWERS AND VIRTUES OF THE SUPERIOR BODIES. THIS IS THE MOST PERFECT AND CHIEF SCIENCE, THAT SACRED AND SUBLIMER KIND OF PHILOSOPHY, AND LASTLY THE MOST ABSOLUTE PERFECTION OF ALL MOST EXCELLENT PHILOSOPHY. FOR SEEING THAT ALL REGULATIVE PHILOSOPHY IS DIVIDED INTO NATURAL, MATHEMATICAL AND THEOLOGICAL: (NATURAL PHILOSOPHY TEACHES THE NATURE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE IN THE WORLD, SEARCHING AND INQUIRING INTO THEIR CAUSES, EFFECTS, TIMES, PLACES, FASHIONS, EVENTS, THEIR WHOLE AND PARTS, ALSO THE NUMBER AND THE NATURE OF THOSE THINGS, CALLED ELEMENTS—WHAT FIRE, EARTH, AIRE FORTH BRINGS; FROM WHENCE THE HEAVENS THEIR BEGINNINGS HAD; WHENCE TIDE, WHENCE RAINBOW, IN GAY COLORS CLAD. WHAT MAKES THE CLOUDS THAT GATHERED ARE, AND BLACK, TO SEND FORTH LIGHTNINGS, AND A THUNDERING CRACK; WHAT DOTH THE NIGHTLY FLAMES, AND COMETS MAKE; WHAT MAKES THE EARTH TO SWELL, AND THEN TO QUAKE; WHAT IS THE SEED OF METALS, AND OF GOLD; WHAT VIRTUES, WEALTH, BOTH NATURE'S COFFER HOLD. ALL THESE THINGS DOTH NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, THE VIEWER OF NATURE, CONTAIN, TEACHING US, ACCORDING TO VIRGIL'S MUSE: WHENCE ALL THINGS FLOW—WHENCE MANKIND, BEAST; WHENCE FIRE, WHENCE RAIN AND SNOW; WHENCE EARTHQUAKES ARE; WHY THE WHOLE OCEAN BEATS OVER ITS BANKS AND THEN AGAIN RETREATS; WHENCE STRENGTH OF HERBS, WHENCE COURAGE, RAGE OF BRUTES ALL KINDS OF STONE, OF CREEPING THINGS, AND FRUITS. BUT MATHEMATICAL PHILOSOPHY TEACHES US TO KNOW THE QUANTITY OF NATURAL BODIES, AS EXTENDED INTO THREE DIMENSIONS, AS ALSO TO CONCEIVE OF THE MOTION AND COURSE OF CELESTIAL BODIES. AS IN GREAT HASTE, WHAT MAKES THE GOLDEN STARS TO MARCH SO FAST? WHAT MAKES THE MOON SOMETIMES TO MASK HER FACE, THE SUN ALSO, AS IF IN SOME DISGRACE? AND, AS VIRGIL SINGS: HOW THE SUN DOTH RULE WITH TWELVE ZODIAC SIGNS, THE ORB THAT'S MEASURED ROUND ABOUT WITH LINES—IT DOTH THE HEAVENS' STARRY WAY MAKE KNOWN, AND STRANGE ECLIPSES OF THE SUN AND MOON; ARCTURUS ALSO, AND THE STARS OF RAIN, THE SEVEN STARS LIKEWISE, AND CHARLES, HIS WAIN; WHY WINTER SUNS MAKE TOWARDS THE WEST SO FAST; WHAT MAKES THE NIGHTS SO LONG ERE THEY BE PAST? ALL WHICH ARE UNDERSTOOD BY MATHEMATICAL PHILOSOPHY. HENCE, BY THE HEAVENS WE MAY FOREKNOW THE SEASONS ALL; TIMES FOR TO REAP AND SOW, AND WHEN 'TIS FIT TO LAUNCH INTO THE DEEP, AND WHEN TO WAR, AND WHEN IN PEACE TO SLEEP; AND WHEN TO DIG UP TREES, AND THEM AGAIN TO SET, THAT THEY MAY BRING FORTH AMAIN. NOW THEOLOGICAL PHILOSOPHY, OR DIVINITY, TEACHES WHAT GOD IS, WHAT THE MIND, WHAT AN INTELLIGENCE, WHAT AN ANGEL, WHAT A DEVIL, WHAT THE SOUL, WHAT RELIGION, WHAT SACRED INSTITUTIONS, RITES, TEMPLES, OBSERVATIONS, AND SACRED MYSTERIES ARE. IT INSTRUCTS US ALSO CONCERNING FAITH, MIRACLES, THE VIRTUES OF WORDS AND FIGURES, THE SECRET OPERATIONS AND MYSTERIES OF SEALS; AND, AS APULEIUS SAITH, IT TEACHES US RIGHTLY TO UNDERSTAND AND TO BE SKILLED IN THE CEREMONIAL LAWS, THE EQUITY OF HOLY THINGS AND RULE OF RELIGIONS. BUT TO RECOLLECT MYSELF.) THESE THREE PRINCIPAL FACULTIES, MAGIC COMPREHENDS, UNITES AND ACTUATES; DESERVEDLY, THEREFORE, WAS IT BY THE ANCIENTS ESTEEMED AS THE HIGHEST AND MOST SACRED PHILOSOPHY. IT WAS, AS WE FIND, BROUGHT TO LIGHT BY MOST SAGE AUTHORS AND MOST FAMOUS WRITERS, AMONGST WHICH PRINCIPALLY ZAMOLXIS AND ZOROASTER WERE SO FAMOUS THAT MANY BELIEVED THEY WERE THE INVENTORS OF THIS SCIENCE. THEIR TRACK ABBARIS THE HYPERBOREAN, CHARMONDAS, DANIGERON, EUDOXUS, HERMIPPUS FOLLOWED. THERE WERE ALSO OTHER EMINENT, CHOICE MEN, AS MERCURIUS TRESMEGISTUS, PORPHYRIUS, IAMBLICUS, PLOTINUS, PROCLUS, DARDANUS, ORPHEUS THE THRACIAN, GOG THE GRECIAN, GERMA THE BABYLONIAN, APOLLONIUS OF TYANA. OSTHANES ALSO WROTE EXCELLENTLY OF THIS ART, WHOSE BOOKS BEING AS IT WERE LOST, DEMOCRITUS OF ABDERA RECOVERED, AND SET THEM FORTH WITH HIS OWN COMMENTARIES. BESIDES, PYTHAGORAS, EMPEDOCLES, DEMOCRITUS, PLATO, AND MANY OTHER RENOWNED PHILOSOPHERS TRAVELLED FAR BY SEA TO LEARN THIS ART; AND BEING RETURNED, PUBLISHED IT WITH WONDERFUL DEVOUTNESS, ESTEEMING OF IT AS A GREAT SECRET. ALSO, IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT PYTHAGORAS AND PLATO WENT TO THE PROPHETS OF MEMPHIS TO LEARN IT, AND TRAVELLED THROUGH ALMOST ALL SYRIA, EGYPT, JUDEA, AND THE SCHOOLS OF THE CHALDEANS THAT THEY MIGHT NOT BE IGNORANT OF THE MOST SACRED MEMORIALS AND RECORDS OF MAGIC, AS ALSO THAT THEY MIGHT BE FURNISHED WITH DIVINE THINGS. WHOSOEVER, THEREFORE, IS DESIROUS TO STUDY IN THIS FACULTY, IF HE BE NOT SKILLED IN NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, WHEREIN ARE DISCOVERED THE QUALITIES OF THINGS, AND IN WHICH ARE FOUND THE OCCULT PROPERTIES OF EVERY BEING, AND IF HE BE NOT SKILLFUL IN THE MATHEMATICS, AND IN THE ASPECTS, AND FIGURES OF THE STARS, UPON WHICH DEPEND THE SUBLIME VIRTUE AND PROPERTY OF EVERYTHING; AND IF HE BE NOT LEARNED IN THEOLOGY, WHEREIN ARE MANIFESTED THOSE IMMATERIAL SUBSTANCES, WHICH DISPENSE AND MINISTER ALL THINGS, HE CANNOT BE POSSIBLY ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THE RATIONALITY OF MAGIC. FOR THERE IS NO WORK THAT IS DONE BY MERE MAGIC, NOR ANY WORK THAT IS MERELY MAGICAL, THAT DOTH NOT COMPREHEND THESE THREE FACULTIES. 
CHAPTER III.
OF THE FOUR ELEMENTS, THEIR QUALITIES, AND MUTUAL MIXTIONS.
THERE ARE FOUR ELEMENTS, AND ORIGINAL GROUNDS OF ALL CORPOREAL THINGS—FIRE, EARTH, WATER, AIR—OF WHICH ALL ELEMENTED INFERIOR BODIES ARE COMPOUNDED; NOT BY WAY OF HEAPING THEM UP TOGETHER; BUT BY TRANSMUTATION AND UNION; AND WHEN THEY ARE DESTROYED, THEY ARE RESOLVED INTO ELEMENTS. FOR THERE IS NONE OF THE SENSIBLE ELEMENTS THAT IS PURE, BUT THEY ARE MORE OR LESS MIXED, AND APT TO BE CHANGED ONE INTO THE OTHER: EVEN AS EARTH BECOMING DIRTY, AND BEING DISSOLVED, BECOMES WATER, AND THE SAME BEING MADE THICK AND HARD, BECOMETH EARTH AGAIN; BUT BEING EVAPORATED THROUGH HEAT, PASSES INTO AIR, AND THAT BEING KINDLED, PASSES INTO FIRE; AND THIS BEING EXTINGUISHED, RETURNS BACK AGAIN INTO AIR; BUT BEING COOLED AGAIN AFTER ITS BURNING, BECOMES EARTH, OR STONE, OR SULPHUR, AND THIS IS MANIFESTED BY LIGHTNING. PLATO ALSO WAS OF THAT OPINION, THAT EARTH WAS WHOLLY CHANGEABLE, AND THAT THE REST OF THE ELEMENTS ARE CHANGED, AS INTO THIS, SO INTO ONE ANOTHER SUCCESSIVELY. BUT IT IS THE OPINION OF THE SUBTLER SORT OF PHILOSOPHERS, THAT EARTH IS NOT CHANGED, BUT RELENTED AND MIXED WITH OTHER ELEMENTS, WHICH DO DISSOLVE IT, AND THAT IT RETURNS BACK INTO ITSELF AGAIN. NOW, EVERY ONE OF THE ELEMENTS HATH TWO SPECIFICAL QUALITIES—THE FORMER WHEREOF IT RETAINS AS PROPER TO ITSELF; IN THE OTHER, AS A MEAN, IT AGREES WITH THAT WHICH COMES NEXT AFTER IT. FOR FIRE IS HOT AND DRY, THE EARTH DRY AND COLD, THE WATER COLD AND MOIST, THE AIR MOIST AND HOT. AND SO, AFTER THIS MANNER THE ELEMENTS, ACCORDING TO TWO CONTRARY QUALITIES, ARE CONTRARY ONE TO THE OTHER, AS FIRE TO WATER, AND EARTH TO AIR. MOREOVER, THE ELEMENTS ARE UPON ANOTHER ACCOUNT OPPOSITE ONE TO THE OTHER: FOR SOME ARE HEAVY, AS EARTH AND WATER, AND OTHERS ARE LIGHT, AS AIR AND FIRE. WHEREFORE THE STOICS CALLED THE FORMER PASSIVES, BUT THE LATTER ACTIVES. AND YET ONCE AGAIN, PLATO DISTINGUISHES THEM AFTER ANOTHER MANNER, AND ASSIGNS TO EVERY ONE OF THEM THREE QUALITIES, VIZ., TO THE FIRE BRIGHTNESS, THINNESS AND MOTION, BUT TO THE EARTH DARKNESS, THICKNESS AND QUIETNESS. AND ACCORDING TO THESE QUALITIES THE ELEMENTS OF FIRE AND EARTH ARE CONTRARY. BUT THE OTHER ELEMENTS BORROW THEIR QUALITIES FROM THESE, SO THAT THE AIR RECEIVES TWO QUALITIES OF THE FIRE, THINNESS AND MOTION, AND ONE OF THE EARTH, VIZ., DARKNESS. IN LIKE MANNER WATER RECEIVES TWO QUALITIES OF THE EARTH, DARKNESS AND THICKNESS, AND ONE OF FIRE, VIZ., MOTION. BUT FIRE IS TWICE MORE-THIN THAN AIR, THRICE MORE MOVABLE, AND FOUR TIMES MORE-BRIGHT; AND THE AIR IS TWICE MORE-BRIGHT, THRICE MORE-THIN, AND FOUR TIMES MORE MOVABLE THAN WATER. WHEREFORE WATER IS TWICE MORE-BRIGHT THAN EARTH, THRICE MORE-THIN, AND FOUR TIMES MORE MOVABLE. AS THEREFORE THE FIRE IS TO THE AIR, SO AIR IS TO THE WATER, AND WATER TO THE EARTH; AND AGAIN, AS THE EARTH IS TO THE WATER, SO IS THE WATER TO THE AIR, AND THE AIR TO THE FIRE. AND THIS IS THE ROOT AND FOUNDATION OF ALL BODIES, NATURES, VIRTUES AND WONDERFUL WORKS; AND HE WHICH SHALL KNOW THESE QUALITIES OF THE ELEMENTS, AND THEIR MIXTIONS, SHALL EASILY BRING TO PASS SUCH THINGS THAT ARE WONDERFUL, AND ASTONISHING, AND SHALL BE PERFECT IN MAGIC. 
CHAPTER IV.
OF A THREE-FOLD CONSIDERATION OF THE ELEMENTS.
THERE ARE, THEN, AS WE HAVE SAID, FOUR ELEMENTS, WITHOUT THE PERFECT KNOWLEDGE WHEREOF WE CAN AFFECT NOTHING IN MAGIC. NOW EACH OF THEM IS THREE-FOLD, THAT SO THE NUMBER OF FOUR MAY MAKE UP THE NUMBER OF TWELVE; AND BY PASSING BY THE NUMBER OF SEVEN INTO THE NUMBER OF TEN, THERE MAY BE A PROGRESS TO THE SUPREME UNITY, UPON WHICH ALL VIRTUE AND WONDERFUL OPERATION DEPENDS. OF THE FIRST ORDER ARE THE PURE ELEMENTS, WHICH ARE NEITHER COMPOUNDED NOR CHANGED, NOR ADMIT OF MIXTION, BUT ARE INCORRUPTIBLE, AND NOT OF WHICH, BUT THROUGH WHICH THE VIRTUES OF ALL-NATURAL THINGS ARE BROUGHT FORTH INTO ACT. NO MAN IS ABLE TO DECLARE THEIR VIRTUES, BECAUSE THEY CAN DO ALL THINGS UPON ALL THINGS. HE WHICH IS IGNORANT OF THESE, SHALL NEVER BE ABLE TO BRING TO PASS ANY WONDERFUL MATTER. OF THE SECOND ORDER ARE ELEMENTS THAT ARE COMPOUNDED, CHANGEABLE AND IMPURE, YET SUCH AS MAY BY ART BE REDUCED TO THEIR PURE SIMPLICITY, WHOSE VIRTUE, WHEN THEY ARE THUS REDUCED TO THEIR SIMPLICITY, DOTH ABOVE ALL THINGS PERFECT ALL OCCULT AND COMMON OPERATIONS OF NATURE; AND THESE ARE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WHOLE NATURAL MAGIC. OF THE THIRD ORDER ARE THOSE ELEMENTS, WHICH ORIGINALLY AND OF THEMSELVES ARE NOT ELEMENTS, BUT ARE TWICE COMPOUNDED, VARIOUS AND CHANGEABLE ONE INTO THE OTHER. THEY ARE THE INFALLIBLE MEDIUMS, AND THEREFORE ARE CALLED THE MIDDLE NATURE, OR SOUL OF THE MIDDLE NATURE. VERY FEW THERE ARE THAT UNDERSTAND THE DEEP MYSTERIES THEREOF. IN THEM IS, BY MEANS OF CERTAIN NUMBERS, DEGREES AND ORDERS, THE PERFECTION OF EVERY EFFECT IN ANYTHING SOEVER, WHETHER NATURAL, CELESTIAL OR SUPER-CELESTIAL; THEY ARE FULL OF WONDERS AND MYSTERIES, AND ARE OPERATIVE, AS IN MAGIC NATURAL, SO IN DIVINE: FOR FROM THESE, THROUGH THEM, PROCEED THE BINDINGS, LOOSING’S AND TRANSMUTATIONS OF ALL THINGS, THE KNOWING AND FORETELLING OF ALL THINGS TO COME, ALSO THE DRIVING FORTH OF EVIL AND THE GAINING OF GOOD SPIRITS. LET NO MAN, THEREFORE, WITHOUT THESE THREE SORTS OF ELEMENTS, AND THE KNOWLEDGE THEREOF, BE CONFIDENT THAT HE IS ABLE TO WORK ANY THING IN THE OCCULT SCIENCES OF MAGIC AND NATURE. BUT WHOSOEVER SHALL KNOW HOW TO REDUCE THOSE OF ONE ORDER INTO THOSE OF ANOTHER, IMPURE INTO PURE, COMPOUNDED INTO SIMPLE, AND SHALL KNOW HOW TO UNDERSTAND DISTINCTLY THE NATURE, VIRTUE AND POWER OF THEM IN NUMBER, DEGREES AND ORDER, WITHOUT DIVIDING THE SUBSTANCE, HE SHALL EASILY ATTAIN TO THE KNOWLEDGE AND PERFECT OPERATION OF ALL NATURAL THINGS AND CELESTIAL SECRETS.
CHAPTER V.
OF THE WONDERFUL NATURES OF FIRE AND EARTH.
THERE ARE TWO THINGS, SAITH HERMES, VIZ., FIRE AND EARTH, WHICH ARE SUFFICIENT FOR THE OPERATION OF ALL WONDERFUL THINGS: THE FORMER IS ACTIVE, THE LATTER PASSIVE. FIRE, AS SAITH DIONYSIUS, IN ALL THINGS, AND THROUGH ALL THINGS, COMES AND GOES AWAY BRIGHT; IT IS IN ALL THINGS BRIGHT, AND AT THE SAME TIME OCCULT AND UNKNOWN. WHEN IT IS BY ITSELF (NO OTHER MATTER COMING TO IT, IN WHICH IT SHOULD MANIFEST ITS PROPER ACTION) IT IS BOUNDLESS AND INVISIBLE, OF ITSELF SUFFICIENT FOR EVERY ACTION THAT IS PROPER TO IT, MOVABLE, YIELDING ITSELF AFTER A MANNER TO ALL THINGS THAT COME NEXT TO IT, RENEWING, GUARDING NATURE, ENLIGHTENING, NOT COMPREHENDED BY LIGHTS THAT ARE VEILED OVER, CLEAR, PARTED, LEAPING BACK, BENDING UPWARDS, QUICK IN MOTION, HIGH, ALWAYS RAISING MOTIONS, COMPREHENDING ANOTHER, NOT COMPREHENDED ITSELF, NOT STANDING IN NEED OF ANOTHER, SECRETLY INCREASING OF ITSELF, AND MANIFESTING ITS GREATNESS TO THINGS THAT RECEIVE IT; ACTIVE, POWERFUL, INVISIBLY PRESENT IN ALL THINGS AT ONCE; IT WILL NOT BE AFFRONTED OR OPPOSED, BUT AS IT WERE IN A WAY OF REVENGE, IT WILL REDUCE, ON A SUDDEN, THINGS INTO OBEDIENCE TO ITSELF; INCOMPREHENSIBLE, IMPALPABLE, NOT LESSENED, MOST RICH IN ALL DISPENSATIONS OF ITSELF. FIRE, AS SAITH PLINY, IS THE BOUNDLESS AND MISCHIEVOUS PART OF THE NATURE OF THINGS, IT BEING A QUESTION WHETHER IT DESTROYS OR PRODUCES MOST THINGS. FIRE ITSELF IS ONE, AND PENETRATES THROUGH ALL THINGS, AS SAY THE PYTHAGOREANS, ALSO SPREAD ABROAD IN THE HEAVENS, AND SHINING: BUT IN THE INFERNAL PLACE STRAITENED, DARK AND TORMENTING; IN THE MID WAY IT PARTAKES OF BOTH. FIRE, THEREFORE, IN ITSELF IS ONE, BUT IN THAT WHICH RECEIVES IT, MANIFOLD; AND IN DIFFERING SUBJECTS IT IS DISTRIBUTED IN A DIFFERENT MANNER, AS CLEANTHES WITNESSES IN CICERO. THAT FIRE, THEN, WHICH WE USE IS FETCHED OUT OF OTHER THINGS. IT IS IN STONES, AND IS FETCHED OUT BY THE STROKE OF THE STEEL; IT IS IN EARTH, AND MAKES THAT, AFTER DIGGING UP, TO SMOKE; IT IS IN WATER, AND HEATS SPRINGS AND WELLS; IT IS IN THE DEPTH OF THE SEA, AND MAKES THAT, BEING TOSSED WITH WINDS, WARM; IT IS IN THE AIR, AND MAKES IT (AS WE OFTENTIMES SEE) TO BURN. AND ALL ANIMALS AND LIVING THINGS WHATSOEVER, AS ALSO ALL VEGETABLES, ARE PRESERVED BY HEAT; AND EVERYTHING THAT LIVES, LIVES BY REASON OF THE ENCLOSED HEAT. THE PROPERTIES OF THE FIRE THAT IS ABOVE, ARE HEAT, MAKING ALL THINGS FRUITFUL, AND LIGHT, GIVING LIFE TO ALL THINGS. THE PROPERTIES OF THE INFERNAL FIRE ARE A PARCHING HEAT, CONSUMING ALL THINGS, AND DARKNESS, MAKING ALL THINGS BARREN. THE CELESTIAL AND BRIGHT FIRE DRIVES AWAY SPIRITS OF DARKNESS; ALSO THIS, OUR FIRE MADE WITH WOOD, DRIVES AWAY THE SAME IN AS MUCH AS IT HATH AN ANALOGY WITH AND IS THE VEHICULUM OF THAT SUPERIOR LIGHT; AS ALSO OF HIM WHO SAITH, "I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD," WHICH IS TRUE FIRE, THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF LIGHTS, FROM WHOM EVERY GOOD THING, THAT IS GIVEN, COMES; SENDING FORTH THE LIGHT OF HIS FIRE, AND COMMUNICATING IT FIRST TO THE SUN AND THE REST OF THE CELESTIAL BODIES, AND BY THESE, AS BY MEDIATING INSTRUMENTS, CONVEYING THAT LIGHT INTO OUR FIRE. AS, THEREFORE, THE SPIRITS OF DARKNESS ARE STRONGER IN THE DARK, SO GOOD SPIRITS, WHICH ARE ANGELS OF LIGHT, ARE AUGMENTED, NOT ONLY BY THAT LIGHT, WHICH IS DIVINE, OF THE SUN, AND CELESTIAL, BUT ALSO BY THE LIGHT OF OUR COMMON FIRE. HENCE IT WAS THAT THE FIRST AND MOST WISE INSTITUTORS OF RELIGIONS AND CEREMONIES ORDAINED THAT PRAYERS, SINGINGS AND ALL MANNER OF DIVINE WORSHIPS WHATSOEVER SHOULD NOT BE PERFORMED WITHOUT LIGHTED CANDLES OR TORCHES (HENCE, ALSO, WAS THAT SIGNIFICANT SAYING OF PYTHAGORAS, "DO NOT SPEAK OF GOD WITHOUT A LIGHT"), AND THEY COMMANDED THAT FOR THE DRIVING AWAY OF WICKED SPIRITS, LIGHTS AND FIRES SHOULD BE KINDLED BY THE CORPSES OF THE DEAD, AND THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE REMOVED UNTIL THE EXPIATIONS WERE AFTER A HOLY MANNER PERFORMED AND THEY BURIED. AND THE GREAT JEHOVAH HIMSELF IN THE OLD LAW COMMANDED THAT ALL HIS SACRIFICES SHOULD BE OFFERED WITH FIRE, AND THAT FIRE SHOULD ALWAYS BE BURNING UPON THE ALTAR, WHICH CUSTOM THE PRIESTS OF THE ALTAR DID ALWAYS OBSERVE AND KEEP AMONGST THE ROMANS. NOW THE BASIS AND FOUNDATION OF ALL THE ELEMENTS IS THE EARTH, FOR THAT IS THE OBJECT, SUBJECT, AND RECEPTACLE OF ALL CELESTIAL RAYS AND INFLUENCES; IN IT ARE CONTAINED THE SEEDS AND SEMINAL VIRTUES OF ALL THINGS; AND THEREFORE, IT IS SAID TO BE ANIMAL, VEGETABLE AND MINERAL. IT BEING MADE FRUITFUL BY THE OTHER ELEMENTS AND THE HEAVENS IT BRINGS FORTH ALL THINGS OF ITSELF. IT RECEIVES THE ABUNDANCE OF ALL THINGS AND IS, AS IT WERE, THE FIRST FOUNTAIN FROM WHENCE ALL THINGS SPRING. IT IS THE CENTER, FOUNDATION AND MOTHER OF ALL THINGS. TAKE AS MUCH OF IT AS YOU PLEASE, SEPARATED, WASHED, DEPURATED, SUBTILIZED, IF YOU LET IT LIE IN THE OPEN AIR A LITTLE WHILE, IT WILL, BEING FULL AND ABOUNDING WITH HEAVENLY VIRTUES, OF ITSELF BRING FORTH PLANTS, WORMS AND OTHER LIVING THINGS, ALSO STONES, AND BRIGHT SPARKS OF METALS. IN IT ARE GREAT SECRETS, IF AT ANY TIME IT SHALL BE PURIFIED BY THE HELP OF FIRE, AND REDUCED UNTO ITS SIMPLICITY BY A CONVENIENT WASHING. IT IS THE FIRST MATTER OF OUR CREATION, AND THE TRUEST MEDICINE THAT CAN RESTORE AND PRESERVE US.
CHAPTER VI.
OF THE WONDERFUL NATURES OF WATER, AIR AND WINDS.
[bookmark: page_56]THE OTHER TWO ELEMENTS, VIZ., WATER AND AIR, ARE NOT LESS EFFICACIOUS THAN THE FORMER; NEITHER IS NATURE WANTING TO WORK WONDERFUL THINGS IN THEM. THERE IS SO GREAT A NECESSITY OF WATER, THAT WITHOUT IT NO LIVING THING CAN LIVE. NO HERB NOR PLANT WHATSOEVER, WITHOUT THE MOISTENING OF WATER CAN BRANCH FORTH. IN IT IS THE SEMINARY VIRTUE OF ALL THINGS, ESPECIALLY OF ANIMALS. THE SEEDS ALSO OF TREES AND PLANTS, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE EARTHY, MUST NOTWITHSTANDING OF NECESSITY BE ROTTED IN WATER BEFORE THEY CAN BE FRUITFUL; WHETHER THEY BE IMBIBED WITH THE MOISTURE OF THE EARTH, OR WITH DEW OR RAIN OR ANY OTHER WATER THAT IS ON PURPOSE PUT TO THEM. FOR MOSES WRITES, THAT ONLY EARTH AND WATER BRING FORTH A LIVING SOUL. BUT HE ASCRIBES A TWOFOLD PRODUCTION OF THINGS TO WATER, VIZ., OF THINGS SWIMMING IN THE WATERS, AND OF THINGS FLYING IN THE AIR ABOVE THE EARTH. AND THAT THOSE PRODUCTIONS THAT ARE MADE IN AND UPON THE EARTH ARE PARTLY ATTRIBUTES TO THE VERY WATER, THE SAME SCRIPTURE TESTIFIES, WHERE IT SAITH THAT THE PLANTS AND THE HERBS DID NOT GROW, BECAUSE GOD HAD NOT CAUSED IT TO RAIN UPON THE EARTH. SUCH IS THE EFFICACY OF THIS ELEMENT OF WATER THAT SPIRITUAL REGENERATION CANNOT BE DONE WITHOUT IT, AS CHRIST HIMSELF TESTIFIED TO NICODEMUS. VERY GREAT, ALSO, IS THE VIRTUE OF IT IN THE RELIGIOUS WORSHIP OF GOD, IN EXPIATIONS AND PURIFICATIONS; YEA, THE NECESSITY OF IT IS NO LESS THAN THAT OF FIRE. INFINITE ARE THE BENEFITS, AND DIVERS ARE THE USES THEREOF, AS BEING THAT BY VIRTUE OF WHICH ALL THINGS SUBSIST, ARE GENERATED, NOURISHED AND INCREASED. THENCE IT WAS THAT THALES, OF MILETUS, AND HESIOD CONCLUDED THAT WATER WAS THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS, AND SAID IT WAS THE FIRST OF ALL THE ELEMENTS, AND THE MOST POTENT, AND THAT BECAUSE IT HATH THE MASTERY OVER ALL THE REST. FOR, AS PLINY SAITH, WATERS SWALLOW UP THE EARTH, EXTINGUISH FLAMES, ASCEND ON HIGH, AND BY THE STRETCHING FORTH OF THE CLOUDS, CHALLENGE THE HEAVEN FOR THEIR OWN; THE SAME FALLING BECOME THE CAUSE OF ALL THINGS THAT GROW IN THE EARTH. VERY MANY ARE THE WONDERS THAT ARE DONE BY WATERS, ACCORDING TO THE WRITINGS OF PLINY, SOLINUS, AND MANY OTHER HISTORIANS OF THE WONDERFUL VIRTUE WHEREOF. OVID ALSO MAKES MENTION IN THESE VERSES:  HORNED HAMMON’S WATERS AT HIGH NOON ARE COLD; HOT AT SUN-RISE AND SETTING SUN. WOOD, PUT IN BUBBLING ATHEMAS IS FIRED, THE MOON THEN FARTHEST FROM THE SUN RETIRED; CICONIAN STREAMS CONGEAL HIS GUTS TO STONE THAT THEREOF DRINKS, AND WHAT THEREIN IS THROWN CRATHIS AND SYBARIS (FROM THE MOUNTAINS ROLLED) COLOR THE HAIR LIKE AMBER OR PURE GOLD. SOME FOUNTAINS, OF A MORE PRODIGIOUS KIND, NOT ONLY CHANGE THE BODY BUT THE MIND WHO HATH NOT HEARD OF OBSCENE SALMACIS? OF THE ÆTHIOPIAN LAKE? FOR, WHO OF THIS BUT ONLY TASTE, THEIR WITS NO LONGER KEEP, OR FORTHWITH FALL INTO A DEADLY SLEEP. WHO AT CLITORIUS FOUNTAIN THIRST REMOVE LOATH WINE AND, ABSTINENT, MERE WATER LOVE, WITH STREAMS OPPOSED TO THESE LINCESTUS FLOWS—THEY REEL, AS DRUNK, WHO DRINK TOO MUCH OF THOSE A LAKE IN FAIR ARCADIA STANDS, OF OLD CALLED PHENEUS, SUSPECTED AS TWOFOLD—FEAR AND FORBEAR TO DRINK THEREOF BY NIGHT—BY NIGHT UNWHOLESOME, WHOLESOME BY DAY-LIGHT. JOSEPHUS ALSO MAKES RELATION OF THE WONDERFUL NATURE OF A CERTAIN RIVER BETWIXT ARCEA AND RAPHANEA, CITIES OF SYRIA, WHICH RUNS WITH A FULL CHANNEL ALL THE SABBATH DAY AND THEN ON A SUDDEN CEASES, AS IF THE SPRINGS WERE STOPPED, AND ALL THE SIX DAYS YOU MAY PASS OVER IT DRY SHOD; BUT AGAIN, ON THE SEVENTH DAY (NO MAN KNOWING THE REASON OF IT), THE WATERS RETURN AGAIN IN ABUNDANCE AS BEFORE. WHEREFORE THE INHABITANTS THEREABOUT CALLED IT THE SABBATH-DAY RIVER, BECAUSE OF THE SEVENTH DAY, WHICH WAS HOLY TO THE JEWS. THE GOSPEL ALSO TESTIFIES TO A SHEEP-POOL, INTO WHICH WHOSOEVER STEPPED FIRST, AFTER THE WATER WAS TROUBLED BY THE ANGEL, WAS MADE WHOLE OF WHATSOEVER DISEASE HE HAD. THE SAME VIRTUE AND EFFICACY WE READ WAS IN A SPRING OF THE JONIAN NYMPHS, WHICH WAS IN THE TERRITORIES BELONGING TO THE TOWN OF ELIS, AT A VILLAGE CALLED HERACLEA, NEAR THE RIVER CITHERON WHICH WHOSOEVER STEPPED INTO, BEING DISEASED, CAME FORTH WHOLE AND CURED OF ALL HIS DISEASES. PAUSANIAS ALSO REPORTS THAT IN LYCEUS, A MOUNTAIN OF ARCADIA, THERE WAS A SPRING CALLED AGRIA, TO WHICH, AS OFTEN AS THE DRYNESS OF THE REGION THREATENED THE DESTRUCTION OF FRUITS, JUPITER'S PRIEST OF LYCEUS WENT, AND AFTER THE OFFERING OF SACRIFICES, DEVOUTLY PRAYING TO THE WATERS OF THE SPRING, HOLDING A BOUGH OF AN OAK IN HIS HAND, PUT IT DOWN TO THE BOTTOM OF THE HALLOWED SPRING. THEN THE WATERS, BEING TROUBLED, VAPOR ASCENDING FROM THENCE INTO THE AIR WAS BLOWN INTO CLOUDS WITH WHICH, BEING JOINED TOGETHER, THE WHOLE HEAVEN WAS OVERSPREAD; WHICH BEING A LITTLE AFTER DISSOLVED INTO RAIN, WATERED ALL THE COUNTRY MOST WHOLESOMELY. MOREOVER, RUFFUS, A PHYSICIAN OF EPHESUS, BESIDES MANY OTHER AUTHORS, WROTE STRANGE THINGS CONCERNING THE WONDERS OF WATERS, WHICH FOR OUGHT I KNOW, ARE FOUND IN NO OTHER AUTHOR. IT REMAINS THAT I SPEAK OF THE AIR. THIS IS A VITAL SPIRIT, PASSING THROUGH ALL BEINGS, GIVING LIFE AND SUBSISTENCE TO ALL THINGS, BINDING, MOVING AND FILLING ALL THINGS. HENCE IT IS THAT THE HEBREW DOCTORS RECKON IT NOT AMONGST THE ELEMENTS, BUT COUNT IT AS A MEDIUM OR GLUE, JOINING THINGS TOGETHER, AND AS THE RESOUNDING SPIRIT OF THE WORLD'S INSTRUMENT. IT IMMEDIATELY RECEIVES INTO ITSELF THE INFLUENCES OF ALL CELESTIAL BODIES AND THEN COMMUNICATES THEM TO THE OTHER ELEMENTS, AS ALSO TO ALL MIXED BODIES. ALSO IT RECEIVES INTO ITSELF, AS IT WERE A DIVINE LOOKING-GLASS, THE SPECIES OF ALL THINGS, AS WELL NATURAL AS ARTIFICIAL, AS ALSO OF ALL MANNER OF SPEECHES, AND RETAINS THEM; AND CARRYING THEM WITH IT, AND ENTERING INTO THE BODIES OF MEN, AND OTHER ANIMALS, THROUGH THEIR PORES, MAKES AN IMPRESSION UPON THEM, AS WELL WHEN THEY SLEEP AS WHEN THEY BE AWAKE, AND AFFORDS MATTER FOR DIVERS STRANGE DREAMS AND DIVINATIONS. HENCE THEY SAY IT IS, THAT A MAN PASSING BY A PLACE WHERE A MAN WAS SLAIN, OR THE CARCASS NEWLY HID, IS MOVED WITH FEAR AND DREAD; BECAUSE THE AIR IN THAT PLACE, BEING FULL OF THE DREADFUL SPECIES OF MANSLAUGHTER, DOTH BEING BREATHED IN, MOVE AND TROUBLE THE SPIRIT OF THE MAN WITH THE LIKE SPECIES, WHENCE IT IS THAT HE COMES TO BE AFRAID. FOR EVERYTHING THAT MAKES A SUDDEN IMPRESSION, ASTONISHES NATURE. WHENCE IT IS, THAT MANY PHILOSOPHERS WERE OF OPINION THAT AIR IS THE CAUSE OF DREAMS, AND OF MANY OTHER IMPRESSIONS OF THE MIND, THROUGH THE PROLONGING OF IMAGES, OR SIMILITUDES, OR SPECIES (WHICH ARE FALLEN FROM THINGS AND SPEECHES, MULTIPLIED IN THE VERY AIR) UNTIL THEY COME TO THE SENSES, AND THEN TO THE PHANTASY, AND SOUL OF HIM THAT RECEIVES THEM, WHICH BEING FREED FROM CARES AND NO WAY HINDERED, EXPECTING TO MEET SUCH KIND OF SPECIES, IS INFORMED BY THEM. FOR THE SPECIES OF THINGS, ALTHOUGH OF THEIR OWN PROPER NATURE THEY ARE CARRIED TO THE SENSES OF MEN, AND OTHER ANIMALS IN GENERAL, MAY NOTWITHSTANDING GET SOME IMPRESSION FROM THE HEAVEN WHILST THEY BE IN THE AIR, BY REASON OF WHICH, TOGETHER WITH THE APTNESS AND DISPOSITION OF HIM THAT RECEIVES THEM, THEY MAY BE CARRIED TO THE SENSE OF ONE RATHER THAN OF ANOTHER. AND HENCE IT IS POSSIBLE NATURALLY, AND FAR FROM ALL MANNER OF SUPERSTITION, NO OTHER SPIRIT COMING BETWEEN, THAT A MAN SHOULD BE ABLE IN A VERY LITTLE TIME TO SIGNIFY HIS MIND UNTO ANOTHER MAN ABIDING AT A VERY LONG AND UNKNOWN DISTANCE FROM HIM; ALTHOUGH HE CANNOT PRECISELY GIVE AN ESTIMATE OF THE TIME WHEN IT IS, YET OF NECESSITY IT MUST BE WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS; AND I MYSELF KNOW HOW TO DO IT, AND HAVE OFTEN DONE IT. THE SAME ALSO IN TIME PAST DID THE ABBOT TRITHEMIUS BOTH KNOW AND DO. ALSO, WHEN CERTAIN APPEARANCES, NOT ONLY SPIRITUAL BUT ALSO NATURAL, DO FLOW FORTH FROM THINGS (THAT IS TO SAY, BY A CERTAIN KIND OF FLOWING FORTH OF BODIES FROM BODIES AND DO GATHER STRENGTH IN THE AIR), THEY OFFER AND SHOW THEMSELVES TO US AS WELL THROUGH LIGHT AS MOTION, AS WELL TO THE SIGHT AS TO OTHER SENSES, AND SOMETIMES WORK WONDERFUL THINGS UPON US, AS PLOTINUS PROVES AND TEACHES. AND WE SEE HOW BY THE SOUTH WIND THE AIR IS CONDENSED INTO THIN CLOUDS, IN WHICH, AS IN A LOOKING-GLASS, ARE REFLECTED REPRESENTATIONS AT A GREAT DISTANCE OF CASTLES, MOUNTAINS, HORSES AND MEN AND OTHER THINGS WHICH, WHEN THE CLOUDS ARE GONE, PRESENTLY VANISH. AND ARISTOTLE, IN HIS METEORS, SHOWS THAT A RAINBOW IS CONCEIVED IN A CLOUD OF THE AIR, AS IN A LOOKING-GLASS. AND ALBERTUS SAITH THAT THE EFFIGIES OF BODIES MAY, BY THE STRENGTH OF NATURE, IN A MOIST AIR BE EASILY REPRESENTED, IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THINGS ARE IN THINGS. AND ARISTOTLE TELLS OF A MAN TO WHOM IT HAPPENED, BY REASON OF THE WEAKNESS OF HIS SIGHT, THAT THE AIR THAT WAS NEAR TO HIM BECAME, AS IT WERE, A LOOKING-GLASS TO HIM, AND THE OPTIC BEAM DID REFLECT BACK UPON HIMSELF, AND COULD NOT PENETRATE THE AIR, SO THAT WHITHERSOEVER HE WENT HE THOUGHT HE SAW HIS OWN IMAGE, WITH HIS FACE TOWARDS HIM, GO BEFORE HIM. IN LIKE MANNER, BY THE ARTIFICIALNESS OF SOME CERTAIN LOOKING-GLASSES, MAY BE PRODUCED AT A DISTANCE IN THE AIR, BESIDE THE LOOKING-GLASSES, WHAT IMAGES WE PLEASE; WHICH WHEN IGNORANT MEN SEE, THEY THINK THEY SEE THE APPEARANCES OF SPIRITS, OR SOULS; WHEN, INDEED, THEY ARE NOTHING ELSE BUT SEMBLANCES KIN TO THEMSELVES, AND WITHOUT LIFE. AND IT IS WELL KNOWN, IF IN A DARK PLACE WHERE THERE IS NO LIGHT BUT BY THE COMING IN OF A BEAM OF THE SUN SOMEWHERE THROUGH A LITTLE HOLE, A WHITE PAPER OR PLAIN LOOKING-GLASS BE SET UP AGAINST THAT LIGHT, THAT THERE MAY BE SEEN UPON THEM WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE DONE WITHOUT, BEING SHINED UPON BY THE SUN. AND THERE IS ANOTHER SLEIGHT OR TRICK YET MORE WONDERFUL: IF ANY ONE SHALL TAKE IMAGES ARTIFICIALLY PAINTED, OR WRITTEN LETTERS, AND IN A CLEAR NIGHT SET THEM AGAINST THE BEAMS OF THE FULL MOON, WHOSE RESEMBLANCES, BEING MULTIPLIED IN THE AIR, AND CAUGHT UPWARD, AND REFLECTED BACK TOGETHER WITH THE BEAMS OF THE MOON, ANY OTHER MAN THAT IS PRIVY TO THE THING, AT A LONG DISTANCE SEES, READS AND KNOWS THEM IN THE VERY COMPASS AND CIRCLE OF THE MOON; WHICH ART OF DECLARING SECRETS IS INDEED VERY PROFITABLE FOR TOWNS AND CITIES THAT ARE BESIEGED, BEING A THING WHICH PYTHAGORAS LONG SINCE DID OFTEN DO, AND WHICH IS NOT UNKNOWN TO SOME IN THESE DAYS; I WILL NOT EXCEPT MYSELF. AND ALL THESE AND MANY MORE, AND GREATER THAN THESE, ARE GROUNDED IN THE VERY NATURE OF THE AIR, AND HAVE THEIR REASONS AND CAUSES DECLARED IN MATHEMATICS AND OPTICS. AND AS THESE RESEMBLANCES ARE REFLECTED BACK TO THE SIGHT, SO ALSO SOMETIMES TO THE HEARING, AS IS MANIFEST IN THE ECHO. BUT THERE ARE MORE SECRET ARTS THAN THESE, AND SUCH WHEREBY ANY ONE MAY AT A VERY REMOTE DISTANCE HEAR AND UNDERSTAND WHAT ANOTHER SPEAKS OR WHISPERS SOFTLY. THERE ARE ALSO, FROM THE AIRY ELEMENT, WINDS; FOR THEY ARE NOTHING ELSE BUT AIR MOVED AND STIRRED UP. OF THESE THERE ARE FOUR THAT ARE PRINCIPAL, BLOWING FROM THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE HEAVEN, VIZ.: NOTUS FROM THE SOUTH, BOREAS FROM THE NORTH, ZEPHYRUS FROM THE WEST, EURUS FROM THE EAST, WHICH PONTANUS COMPREHENDING IN THESE VERSES, SAITH: COLD BOREAS FROM THE TOP OF ’LYMPUS BLOWS, AND FROM THE BOTTOM CLOUDY NOTUS FLOWS. FROM SETTING PHŒBUS FRUITFUL ZEPH’RUS FLIES, AND BARREN EURUS FROM THE SUN'S UP-RISE. NOTUS IS THE SOUTHERN WIND, CLOUDY, MOIST, WARM AND SICKLY, WHICH HIERONYMUS CALLS THE BUTLER OF THE RAINS. OVID DESCRIBES IT THUS: OUT FLIES SOUTH-WIND WITH DROPPING WINGS, WHO SHROUDS HIS FEARFUL ASPECT IN THE PITCHY CLOUDS, HIS WHITE HAIR STREAMS, HIS BEARD BIG-SWOLLEN WITH SHOWERS; MISTS BIND HIS BROWS, RAIN FROM HIS BOSOME POWERS. BUT BOREAS IS CONTRARY TO NOTUS, AND IS THE NORTHERN WIND, FIERCE AND ROARING, AND DISCUSSING CLOUDS; MAKES THE AIR SERENE, AND BINDS THE WATER WITH FROST. HIM DOTH OVID THUS BRING IN SPEAKING OF HIMSELF: FORCE ME BEFITS: WITH THIS, THICK CLOUDS I DRIVE; TOSS THE BLEW BILLOWS, KNOTTY OAKES UP-RIVE; CONGEAL SOFT SNOW, AND BEAT THE EARTH WITH HALLO: WHEN I MY BRETHREN IN THE AIR ASSAIL, (FOR THAT'S OUR FIELD) WE MEET WITH SUCH A SHOCK, THAT THUNDERING SKIES WITH OUR ENCOUNTERS ROCK AND CLOUD-STRUCK LIGHTNING FLASHES FROM ON HIGH, WHEN THROUGH THE CRANNIES OF THE EARTH I FLY AND FORCE HER IN HER HOLLOW CAVES; I MAKE THE GHOSTS TO TREMBLE, AND THE GROUND TO QUAKE. AND ZEPHYRUS, WHICH IS THE WESTERN WIND, IS MOST SOFT, BLOWING FROM THE WEST WITH A PLEASANT GALE; IT IS COLD AND MOIST, REMOVING THE EFFECTS OF WINTER, BRINGING FORTH BRANCHES AND FLOWERS. TO THIS EURUS IS CONTRARY, WHICH IS THE EASTERN WIND, AND IS CALLED APELIOTES; IT IS WATERISH, CLOUDY AND RAVENOUS. OF THESE TWO OVID SINGS THUS: TO PERSIS AND SABEA, EURUS FLIES; WHOSE GUMS PERFUME THE BLUSHING MORNE’S UP-RISE: NEXT TO THE EVENING, AND THE COAST THAT GLOWS WITH SETTING PHŒBUS, FLOWERY ZEPHYRUS BLOWS; IN SCYTHIA HORRID BOREAS HOLDS HIS RAIN, BENEATH BOITES, AND THE FROZEN WAIN; THE LAND TO THIS OPPOSED DOTH AUSTER STEEP WITH FRUITFUL SHOWERS AND CLOUDS WHICH EVER WEEP.
CHAPTER VII.
OF THE KINDS OF COMPOUNDS, WHAT RELATION THEY STAND IN TO THE ELEMENTS, AND WHAT RELATION THERE IS BETWIXT THE ELEMENTS THEMSELVES AND THE SOUL, SENSES AND DISPOSITIONS OF MEN.
NEXT AFTER THE FOUR SIMPLE ELEMENTS FOLLOW THE FOUR KINDS OF PERFECT BODIES COMPOUNDED OF THEM, AND THEY ARE STONES, METALS, PLANTS AND ANIMALS: AND ALTHOUGH UNTO THE GENERATION OF EACH OF THESE ALL THE ELEMENTS MEET TOGETHER IN THE COMPOSITION, YET EVERY ONE OF THEM FOLLOWS, AND RESEMBLES ONE OF THE ELEMENTS, WHICH IS MOST PREDOMINANT. FOR ALL STONES ARE EARTHY FOR THEY ARE NATURALLY HEAVY AND DESCEND, AND SO HARDENED WITH DRYNESS THAT THEY CANNOT BE MELTED. BUT METALS ARE WATERISH AND MAY BE MELTED, WHICH NATURALISTS CONFESS, AND CHEMISTS FIND TO BE TRUE, VIZ., THAT THEY ARE GENERATED OF A VISCOUS WATER OR WATERISH ARGENT VIVE. PLANTS HAVE SUCH AN AFFINITY WITH THE AIR, THAT UNLESS THEY BE ABROAD IN THE OPEN AIR, THEY DO NEITHER BUD NOR INCREASE. SO ALSO, ALL ANIMALS HAVE IN THEIR NATURES A MOST FIERY FORCE, AND ALSO SPRING FROM A CELESTIAL SOURCE. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] AND FIRE IS SO NATURAL TO THEM, THAT THAT BEING EXTINGUISHED THEY PRESENTLY DIE. AND, AGAIN, EVERY ONE OF THOSE KINDS IS DISTINGUISHED WITHIN ITSELF BY REASON OF DEGREES OF THE ELEMENTS. FOR AMONGST THE STONES THEY ESPECIALLY ARE CALLED EARTHY THAT ARE DARK AND MORE HEAVY; AND THOSE WATERISH WHICH ARE TRANSPARENT AND ARE COMPACTED OF WATER, AS CRYSTAL, BERYL AND PEARLS IN THE SHELLS OF FISHES; AND THEY ARE CALLED AIRY WHICH SWIM UPON THE WATER, AND ARE SPONGEOUS, AS THE STONES OF A SPONGE, THE PUMICE STONE AND THE STONE SOPHUS; AND THEY ARE CALLED FIERY OUT OF WHICH FIRE IS EXTRACTED, OR WHICH ARE PRODUCED OF FIRE, AS THUNDER-BOLTS, FIRE-STONES AND THE STONE ASBESTOS. ALSO, AMONGST METALS, LEAD AND SILVER ARE EARTHY; QUICKSILVER IS WATERISH; COPPER AND TIN ARE AIRY; AND GOLD AND IRON ARE FIERY. IN PLANTS ALSO, THE ROOTS RESEMBLE THE EARTH BY REASON OF THEIR THICKNESS; AND THE LEAVES WATER, BECAUSE OF THEIR JUICE; FLOWERS THE AIR, BECAUSE OF THEIR SUBTILITY, AND THE SEEDS THE FIRE, BY REASON OF THEIR MULTIPLYING SPIRIT. BESIDES, THEY ARE CALLED SOME HOT, SOME COLD, SOME MOIST, SOME DRY, BORROWING THEIR NAMES FROM THE QUALITIES OF THE ELEMENTS. AMONGST ANIMALS ALSO, SOME ARE IN COMPARISON OF OTHERS EARTHY, AND DWELL IN THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH, AS WORMS AND MOLES, AND MANY OTHER SMALL CREEPING VERMIN; OTHERS ARE WATERY, AS FISHES; OTHERS AIRY, WHICH CANNOT LIVE OUT OF THE AIR; OTHERS ALSO ARE FIERY, LIVING IN THE FIRE, AS SALAMANDERS, AND CRICKETS, SUCH AS ARE OF A FIERY HEAT, AS PIGEONS, OSTRICHES, LIONS, AND SUCH AS THE WISE MEN CALL BEASTS BREATHING FIRE. BESIDES, IN ANIMALS THE BONES RESEMBLE THE EARTH, FLESH THE AIR, THE VITAL SPIRIT THE FIRE, AND THE HUMORS THE WATER. AND THESE HUMORS ALSO PARTAKE OF THE ELEMENTS, FOR YELLOW CHOLER IS INSTEAD OF FIRE, BLOOD INSTEAD OF AIR, PHLEGM INSTEAD OF WATER, AND BLACK CHOLER, OR MELANCHOLY, INSTEAD OF EARTH. AND LASTLY, IN THE SOUL ITSELF, ACCORDING TO AUSTIN, THE UNDERSTANDING RESEMBLES FIRE, REASON THE AIR, IMAGINATION THE WATER, AND THE SENSES THE EARTH. AND THESE SENSES ALSO ARE DIVIDED AMONGST THEMSELVES BY REASON OF THE ELEMENTS, FOR THE SIGHT IS FIERY, NEITHER CAN IT PERCEIVE WITHOUT FIRE AND LIGHT; THE HEARING IS AIRY, FOR A SOUND IS MADE BY THE STRIKING OF THE AIR; THE SMELL AND TASTE RESEMBLE THE WATER, WITHOUT THE MOISTURE OF WHICH THERE IS NEITHER SMELL NOR TASTE; AND LASTLY, THE FEELING IS WHOLLY EARTHY, AND TAKETH GROSS BODIES FOR ITS OBJECT. THE ACTIONS, ALSO, AND THE OPERATIONS OF MAN ARE GOVERNED BY THE ELEMENTS. THE EARTH SIGNIFIES A SLOW AND FIRM MOTION; THE WATER SIGNIFIES FEARFULNESS AND SLUGGISHNESS, AND REMISSNESS IN WORKING; AIR SIGNIFIES CHEERFULNESS AND AN AMIABLE DISPOSITION; BUT FIRE A FIERCE, QUICK AND ANGRY DISPOSITION. THE ELEMENTS, THEREFORE, ARE THE FIRST OF ALL THINGS, AND ALL THINGS, ARE OF AND ACCORDING TO THEM, AND THEY ARE IN ALL THINGS, AND DIFFUSE THEIR VIRTUES THROUGH ALL THINGS. 
CHAPTER VIII.
HOW THE ELEMENTS ARE IN THE HEAVENS, IN STARS, IN DEVILS, IN ANGELS, AND LASTLY IN GOD HIMSELF.
IT IS THE UNANIMOUS CONSENT OF ALL PLATONISTS, THAT AS IN THE ORIGINAL AND EXEMPLARY WORLD, ALL THINGS ARE IN ALL; SO ALSO IN THIS CORPOREAL WORLD, ALL THINGS ARE IN ALL; SO ALSO THE ELEMENTS ARE NOT ONLY IN THESE INFERIOR BODIES, BUT ALSO IN THE HEAVENS, IN STARS IN DEVILS, IN ANGELS, AND LASTLY IN GOD, THE MAKER AND ORIGINAL EXAMPLE OF ALL THINGS. NOW IN THESE INFERIOR BODIES THE ELEMENTS ARE ACCOMPANIED WITH MUCH GROSS MATTER; BUT IN THE HEAVENS THE ELEMENTS ARE WITH THEIR NATURES AND VIRTUES, VIZ., AFTER A CELESTIAL AND MORE EXCELLENT MANNER THAN IN SUBLUNARY THINGS. FOR THE FIRMNESS OF THE CELESTIAL EARTH IS THERE WITHOUT THE GROSSNESS OF WATER; AND THE AGILITY OF THE AIR WITHOUT RUNNING OVER ITS BOUNDS; THE HEAT OF FIRE WITHOUT BURNING, ONLY SHINING AND GIVING LIFE TO ALL THINGS BY ITS HEAT. AMONGST THE STARS, ALSO, SOME ARE FIERY, AS MARS AND SOL; AIRY, AS JUPITER AND VENUS; WATERY, AS SATURN AND MERCURY; AND EARTHY, SUCH AS INHABIT THE EIGHTH ORB AND THE MOON (WHICH, NOTWITHSTANDING, BY MANY IS ACCOUNTED WATERY), SEEING, AS IF IT WERE EARTH, IT ATTRACTS TO ITSELF THE CELESTIAL WATERS, WITH WHICH, BEING IMBIBED, IT DOTH, BY REASON OF ITS NEARNESS TO US, POUR OUT AND COMMUNICATE TO US. THERE ARE, ALSO, AMONGST THE SIGNS, SOME FIERY, SOME EARTHY, SOME AIRY, SOME WATERY; THE ELEMENTS RULE THEM ALSO IN THE HEAVENS, DISTRIBUTING TO THEM THESE FOUR THREEFOLD CONSIDERATIONS OF EVERY ELEMENT, VIZ., THE BEGINNING, MIDDLE AND END: SO AIRES POSSESSES THE BEGINNING OF FIRE, LEO THE PROGRESS AND INCREASE, AND SAGITTARIUS THE END. TAURUS THE BEGINNING OF THE EARTH, VIRGO THE PROGRESS, CAPRICORN THE END. GEMINI THE BEGINNING OF THE AIR, LIBRA THE PROGRESS, AQUARIUS THE END. CANCER THE BEGINNING OF WATER, SCORPIUS THE MIDDLE, AND PISCES THE END. OF THE MIXTIONS, THEREFORE, OF THESE PLANETS AND SIGNS, TOGETHER WITH THE ELEMENTS, ARE ALL BODIES MADE. MOREOVER, DEVILS ALSO ARE UPON THIS ACCOUNT DISTINGUISHED THE ONE FROM THE OTHER, SO THAT SOME ARE CALLED FIERY, SOME EARTHY, SOME AIRY, AND SOME WATERY. HENCE, ALSO, THOSE FOUR INFERNAL RIVERS—FIERY PHLEGETHON, AIRY COCYTUS, WATERY STYX, EARTHY ACHERON. ALSO, IN THE GOSPEL WE READ OF HELL FIRE, AND ETERNAL FIRE, INTO WHICH THE CURSED SHALL BE COMMANDED TO GO; AND IN THE REVELATION WE READ OF A LAKE OF FIRE, AND ISAIAH SPEAKS OF THE DAMNED THAT THE LORD WILL SMITE THEM WITH CORRUPT AIR. AND IN JOB, THEY SHALL SKIP FROM THE WATERS OF THE SNOW TO EXTREMITY OF HEAT; AND IN THE SAME WE READ, THAT THE EARTH IS DARK, AND COVERED WITH THE DARKNESS OF DEATH AND MISERABLE DARKNESS. MOREOVER, ALSO, THESE ELEMENTS ARE PLACED IN THE ANGELS IN HEAVEN AND THE BLESSED INTELLIGENCES. THERE IS IN THEM A STABILITY OF THEIR ESSENCE, WHICH IS AN EARTHLY VIRTUE, IN WHICH IS THE STEADFAST SEAT OF GOD; ALSO, THEIR MERCY AND PIETY IS A WATERY CLEANSING VIRTUE. HENCE BY THE PSALMIST THEY ARE CALLED WATERS, WHERE HE, SPEAKING OF THE HEAVENS, SAITH, WHO RULES THE WATERS THAT ARE HIGHER THAN THE HEAVENS. ALSO, IN THEM THEIR SUBTLE BREATH IS AIR, AND THEIR LOVE IS SHINING FIRE. HENCE, THEY ARE CALLED IN SCRIPTURE THE WINGS OF THE WIND; AND IN ANOTHER PLACE THE PSALMIST SPEAKS OF THEM, WHO MAKES ANGELS THY SPIRITS AND THY MINISTERS A FLAMING FIRE. ALSO, ACCORDING TO ORDERS OF ANGELS, SOME ARE FIERY, AS SERAPHIM, AND AUTHORITIES AND POWERS; EARTHY, AS CHERUBIM; WATERY, AS THRONES AND ARCHANGELS; AIRY, AS DOMINIONS AND PRINCIPALITIES. DO WE NOT ALSO READ OF THE ORIGINAL MAKER OF ALL THINGS, THAT THE EARTH SHALL BE OPENED AND BRING FORTH A SAVIOR? IT IS NOT SPOKEN OF THE SAME THAT HE SHALL BE A FOUNTAIN OF LIVING WATER, CLEANSING AND REGENERATING? IS NOT THE SAME SPIRIT BREATHING THE BREATH OF LIFE; AND THE SAME, ACCORDING TO MOSES’ AND PAUL'S TESTIMONY, A CONSUMING FIRE? THAT ELEMENTS, THEREFORE, ARE TO BE FOUND EVERYWHERE, AND IN ALL THINGS AFTER THEIR MANNER, NO MAN CAN DENY: FIRST IN THESE INFERIOR BODIES, SUCCULENT AND GROSS, AND IN CELESTIALS MORE-PURE AND CLEAR; BUT IN SUPER-CELESTIALS LIVING, AND IN ALL RESPECTS BLESSED. ELEMENTS, THEREFORE, IN THE EXEMPLARY WORLD ARE IDEAS OF THINGS TO BE PRODUCED, IN INTELLIGENCES ARE DISTRIBUTED POWERS, IN HEAVENS ARE VIRTUES, AND IN INFERIOR BODIES GROSS FORMS.
CHAPTER IX.
OF THE VIRTUES OF THINGS NATURAL, DEPENDING IMMEDIATELY UPON ELEMENTS.
OF THE NATURAL VIRTUES OF THINGS, SOME ARE ELEMENTARY, AS TO HEAT, TO COOL, TO MOISTEN, TO DRY; AND THEY ARE CALLED OPERATIONS, OR FIRST QUALITIES; AND THE SECOND ACT: FOR THESE QUALITIES ONLY DO WHOLLY CHANGE THE WHOLE SUBSTANCE, WHICH NONE OF THE OTHER QUALITIES CAN DO. AND SOME ARE IN THINGS COMPOUNDED OF ELEMENTS, AND THESE ARE MORE THAN FIRST QUALITIES, AND SUCH ARE THOSE THAT ARE MATURATING, DIGESTING, RESOLVING, MOLLIFYING, HARDENING, RESTRINGING, ABSTERGING, CORRODING, BURNING, OPENING, EVAPORATING, STRENGTHENING, MITIGATING, CONGLUTINATING, OBSTRUCTING, EXPELLING, RETAINING, ATTRACTING, REPERCUSSING, STUPEFYING, BESTOWING, LUBRIFYING AND MANY MORE. ELEMENTARY QUALITIES DO MANY THINGS IN A MIXED BODY WHICH THEY CANNOT DO IN THE ELEMENTS THEMSELVES. AND THESE OPERATIONS ARE CALLED SECONDARY QUALITIES, BECAUSE THEY FOLLOW THE NATURE AND PROPORTION OF THE MIXTION OF THE FIRST VIRTUES, AS LARGELY IT IS TREATED OF IN PHYSIC BOOKS. AS MATURATION, WHICH IS THE OPERATION OF NATURAL HEAT, ACCORDING TO A CERTAIN PROPORTION IN THE SUBSTANCE OF THE MATTER, SO INDURATION IS THE OPERATION OF COLD; SO ALSO, IS CONGELATION, AND SO OF THE REST. AND THESE OPERATIONS SOMETIMES ACT UPON A CERTAIN MEMBER, AS SUCH WHICH PROVOKE WATER, MILK, THE FLOW, AND THEY ARE CALLED THIRD QUALITIES, WHICH FOLLOW THE SECOND, AS THE SECOND DO THE FIRST. ACCORDING, THEREFORE, TO THESE FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD QUALITIES MANY DISEASES ARE BOTH CURED AND CAUSED. MANY THINGS ALSO THERE ARE ARTIFICIALLY MADE, WHICH MEN MUCH WONDER AT; AS IS FIRE WHICH BURNS WATER, WHICH THEY CALL THE GREEK FIRE, OF WHICH ARISTOTLE TEACHES MANY COMPOSITIONS IN HIS PARTICULAR TREATISE OF THIS SUBJECT. IN LIKE MANNER THERE IS MADE A FIRE THAT IS EXTINGUISHED WITH OIL, AND IS KINDLED WITH COLD WATER, WHEN IT IS SPRINKLED UPON IT; AND A FIRE WHICH IS KINDLED EITHER WITH RAIN, WIND OR THE SUN; AND THERE IS MADE A FIRE WHICH IS CALLED BURNING WATER, THE CONFECTION WHEREOF IS WELL KNOWN, AND IT CONSUMES NOTHING BUT ITSELF. AND ALSO THERE ARE MADE FIRES THAT CANNOT BE QUENCHED, AND INCOMBUSTIBLE OILS AND PERPETUAL LAMPS, WHICH CAN BE EXTINGUISHED NEITHER WITH WIND, NOR WATER, NOR ANY OTHER WAY; WHICH SEEMS UTTERLY INCREDIBLE, BUT THAT THERE HAD BEEN SUCH A MOST FAMOUS LAMP, WHICH ONCE DID SHINE IN THE TEMPLE OF VENUS, IN WHICH THE STONE ASBESTOS DID BURN, WHICH BEING ONCE FIRED CAN NEVER BE EXTINGUISHED. ALSO, ON THE CONTRARY, WOOD, OR ANY OTHER COMBUSTIBLE MATTER MAY BE SO ORDERED, THAT IT CAN RECEIVE NO HARM FROM THE FIRE; AND THERE ARE MADE CERTAIN CONFECTIONS, WITH WHICH THE HANDS BEING ANOINTED, WE MAY CARRY RED-HOT IRON IN THEM, OR PUT THEM INTO MELTED METAL; OR GO WITH OUR WHOLE BODIES, BEING FIRST ANOINTED THEREWITH, INTO THE FIRE WITHOUT ANY MANNER OF HARM; AND SUCH LIKE THINGS AS THESE MAY BE DONE. THERE IS ALSO A KIND OF FLAX, WHICH PLINY CALLS ASBESTUM, THE GREEKS CALL ASBESON, WHICH IS NOT CONSUMED BY FIRE, OF WHICH ANAXILAUS SAITH, THAT A TREE COMPASSED ABOUT WITH IT MAY BE CUT DOWN WITH INSENSIBLE BLOWS, THAT CANNOT BE HEARD.
CHAPTER X.
OF THE OCCULT VIRTUES OF THINGS.
THERE ARE ALSO OTHER VIRTUES IN THINGS, WHICH ARE NOT FROM ANY ELEMENT, AS TO EXPEL POISON, TO DRIVE AWAY THE NOXIOUS VAPORS OF MINERALS, TO ATTRACT IRON OR ANYTHING ELSE; AND THESE VIRTUES ARE A SEQUEL OF THE SPECIES AND FORM OF THIS OR THAT THING; WHENCE ALSO THEY BEING A LITTLE IN QUANTITY, ARE OF GREAT EFFICACY; WHICH IS NOT GRANTED TO ANY ELEMENTARY QUALITY. FOR THESE VIRTUES, HAVING MUCH FORM AND LITTLE MATTER, CAN DO VERY MUCH; BUT AN ELEMENTARY VIRTUE, BECAUSE IT HATH MORE MATERIALITY, REQUIRES MUCH MATTER FOR ITS ACTING. AND THEY ARE CALLED OCCULT QUALITIES, BECAUSE THEIR CAUSES LIE HID, AND MAN'S INTELLECT CANNOT IN ANY WAY REACH AND FIND THEM OUT. WHEREFORE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE ATTAINED TO THE GREATEST PART OF THEM BY LONG EXPERIENCE, RATHER THAN BY THE SEARCH OF REASON: FOR AS IN THE STOMACH THE MEAT IS DIGESTED BY HEAT, WHICH WE KNOW, SO IT IS CHANGED BY A CERTAIN HIDDEN VIRTUE WHICH WE KNOW NOT: FOR TRULY IT IS NOT CHANGED BY HEAT, BECAUSE THEN IT SHOULD RATHER BE CHANGED BY THE FIRE-SIDE THAN IN THE STOMACH. SO, THERE ARE IN THINGS, BESIDES THE ELEMENTARY QUALITIES WHICH WE KNOW, OTHER CERTAIN INBRED VIRTUES CREATED BY NATURE, WHICH WE ADMIRE AND ARE AMAZED AT, BEING SUCH AS WE KNOW NOT, AND INDEED SELDOM OR NEVER HAVE SEEN. AS WE READ IN OVID OF THE PHOENIX, ONE ONLY BIRD, WHICH RENEWS HERSELF: ALL BIRDS FROM OTHERS DO DERIVE THEIR BIRTH, BUT YET ONE FOWL THERE IS IN ALL THE EARTH, CALLED BY THE ASSYRIANS PHOENIX, WHO THE WAIN OF AGE REPAIRS, AND SOWS HER SELF AGAIN. AND IN ANOTHER PLACE—ÆGYPTUS CAME TO SEE THIS WONDROUS SIGHT; AND THIS RARE BIRD IS WELCOMED WITH DELIGHT. LONG SINCE MATREAS BROUGHT A VERY GREAT WONDERMENT UPON THE GREEKS AND ROMANS CONCERNING HIMSELF. HE SAID THAT HE NOURISHED AND BRED A BEAST THAT DID DEVOUR ITSELF. HENCE MANY TO THIS DAY ARE SOLICITOUS WHAT THIS BEAST OF MATREAS SHOULD BE. WHO WOULD NOT WONDER THAT FISHES SHOULD BE DIGGED OUT OF THE EARTH, OF WHICH ARISTOTLE, THEOPHRASTUS, AND [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] POLYBIUS THE HISTORIAN, MAKES MENTION? AND THOSE THINGS WHICH PAUSANIUS WROTE CONCERNING THE SINGING STONES? ALL THESE ARE EFFECTS OF OCCULT VIRTUES. SO, THE OSTRICH CONCOCTS COLD AND MOST HARD IRON, AND DIGESTS IT INTO NOURISHMENT FOR HIS BODY; WHOSE STOMACH, THEY ALSO REPORT, CANNOT BE HURT WITH RED-HOT IRON. SO THAT LITTLE FISH, CALL ECHENEIS, DOTH SO CURB THE VIOLENCE OF THE WINDS, AND APPEASE THE RAGE OF THE SEA, THAT, LET THE TEMPESTS BE NEVER SO IMPERIOUS AND RAGING, THE SAILS ALSO BEARING A FULL GALE, IT DOTH NOTWITHSTANDING BY ITS MERE TOUCH STAY THE SHIPS AND MAKES THEM STAND STILL, THAT BY NO MEANS THEY CAN BE MOVED. SO, SALAMANDERS AND CRICKETS LIVE IN THE FIRE; ALTHOUGH THEY SEEM SOMETIMES TO BURN, YET THEY ARE NOT HURT. THE LIKE IS SAID OF A KIND OF BITUMEN, WITH WHICH THE WEAPONS OF THE AMAZONS WERE SAID TO BE SMEARED OVER, BY WHICH MEANS THEY COULD BE SPOILED NEITHER WITH SWORD NOR FIRE; WITH WHICH ALSO THE GATES OF CASPIA, MADE OF BRASS, ARE REPORTED TO BE SMEARED OVER BY ALEXANDER THE GREAT. WE READ ALSO THAT NOAH'S ARK -VAS JOINED TOGETHER WITH THIS BITUMEN, AND THAT IT ENDURED SOME THOUSANDS OF YEARS UPON THE MOUNTAINS OF ARMENIA. THERE ARE MANY SUCH KIND OF WONDERFUL THINGS, SCARCE CREDIBLE, WHICH NOTWITHSTANDING ARE KNOWN BY EXPERIENCE. AMONGST WHICH ANTIQUITY MAKES MENTION OF SATYRS, WHICH WERE ANIMALS, IN SHAPE HALF MEN AND HALF BRUTES, YET CAPABLE OF SPEECH AND REASON; ONE WHEREOF ST. HIEROME REPORTETH, SPOKE ONCE UNTO HOLY ANTONIUS THE HERMIT, AND CONDEMNED THE ERROR OF THE GENTILES IN WORSHIPING SUCH POOR CREATURES AS THEY WERE, AND DESIRED HIM THAT HE WOULD PRAY UNTO THE TRUE GOD FOR HIM; ALSO HE AFFIRMS THAT THERE WAS ONE OF THESE SATYRS SHEWED OPENLY ALIVE, AND AFTERWARDS SENT TO CONSTANTINE THE EMPEROR.
CHAPTER XI.
HOW OCCULT VIRTUES ARE INFUSED INTO THE SEVERAL KINDS OF THINGS BY IDEAS THROUGH THE HELP OF THE SOUL OF THE WORLD, AND RAYS OF THE STARS; AND WHAT THINGS ABOUND MOST WITH THIS VIRTUE.
PLATONISTS SAY THAT ALL INFERIOR BODIES ARE EXEMPLIFIED BY THE SUPERIOR IDEAS. NOW THEY DEFINE AN IDEA TO BE A FORM, ABOVE BODIES, SOULS, MINDS, AND TO BE ONE, SIMPLE, PURE, IMMUTABLE, INDIVISIBLE, INCORPOREAL AND ETERNAL; AND THAT THE NATURE OF ALL IDEAS IN THE FIRST PLACE IS IN VERY GOODNESS ITSELF, GOD, BY WAY OF CAUSE; AND THAT THEY ARE DISTINGUISHED AMONGST THEMSELVES BY SOME RELATIVE CONSIDERATIONS ONLY, LEST WHATSOEVER IS IN THE WORLD SHOULD BE BUT ONE THING WITHOUT ANY VARIETY, AND THAT THEY AGREE IN ESSENCE, LEST GOD SHOULD BE A COMPOUND SUBSTANCE. IN THE SECOND PLACE, THEY PLACE THEM IN THE VERY INTELLIGIBLE ITSELF, IN THE SOUL OF THE WORLD, DIFFERING THE ONE FROM THE OTHER BY ABSOLUTE FORMS, SO THAT ALL THE IDEAS IN GOD INDEED ARE BUT ONE FORM, BUT IN THE SOUL OF THE WORLD THEY ARE MANY. THEY ARE PLACED IN THE MINDS OF ALL OTHER THINGS, WHETHER THEY BE JOINED TO THE BODY OR SEPARATED FROM THE BODY, BY A CERTAIN PARTICIPATION, AND NOW BY DEGREES ARE DISTINGUISHED MORE AND MORE. THEY PLACE THEM IN NATURE, AS CERTAIN SMALL SEED OF FORMS INFUSED BY THE IDEAS, AND LASTLY, THEY PLACE THEM IN MATTER, AS SHADOWS. HEREUNTO MAY BE ADDED, THAT IN THE SOUL OF THE WORLD THERE BE AS MANY SEMINAL FORMS OF THINGS AS IDEAS IN THE MIND OF GOD, BY WHICH FORMS SHE DID IN THE HEAVENS ABOVE THE STARS FRAME TO HERSELF SHAPES ALSO, AND STAMPED UPON ALL THESE SOME PROPERTIES. ON THESE STARS THEREFORE, SHAPES AND PROPERTIES, ALL VIRTUES OF INFERIOR SPECIES, AS ALSO THEIR PROPERTIES DO DEPEND; SO THAT EVERY SPECIES HATH ITS CELESTIAL SHAPE, OR FIGURE THAT IS SUITABLE TO IT, FROM WHICH ALSO PROCEEDS A WONDERFUL POWER OF OPERATING, WHICH PROPER GIFT IT RECEIVES FROM ITS OWN IDEA, THROUGH THE SEMINAL FORMS OF THE SOUL OF THE WORLD. FOR IDEAS ARE NOT ONLY ESSENTIAL CAUSES OF EVERY SPECIES, BUT ARE ALSO THE CAUSES OF EVERY VIRTUE, WHICH IS IN THE SPECIES; AND THIS IS THAT WHICH MANY PHILOSOPHERS SAY, THAT THE PROPERTIES WHICH ARE IN THE NATURE OF THINGS (WHICH VIRTUES, INDEED, ARE THE OPERATIONS OF THE IDEAS) ARE MOVED BY CERTAIN VIRTUES, VIZ., SUCH AS HAVE A CERTAIN AND SURE FOUNDATION; NOT FORTUITOUS, NOR CASUAL, BUT EFFICACIOUS, POWERFUL AND SUFFICIENT—DOING NOTHING IN VAIN. NOW THESE VIRTUES DO NOT ERR IN THEIR ACTING’S, BUT BY ACCIDENT, VIZ., BY REASON OF THE IMPURITY OR INEQUALITY OF THE MATTER: FOR UPON THIS ACCOUNT THERE ARE FOUND THINGS OF THE SAME SPECIES MORE OR LESS POWERFUL, ACCORDING TO THE PURITY OR INDISPOSITION OF THE MATTER; FOR ALL CELESTIAL INFLUENCES MAY BE HINDERED BY THE INDISPOSITION AND INSUFFICIENCY OF THE MATTER. WHENCE IT WAS A PROVERB AMONGST THE PLATONISTS, THAT CELESTIAL VIRTUES WERE INFUSED ACCORDING TO THE DESERT OR MERIT OF THE MATTER: WHICH ALSO VIRGIL MAKES MENTION OF WHEN HE SINGS: THEIR NATURES FIERY ARE, AND FROM ABOVE, AND FROM GROSS BODIES FREED, DIVINELY MOVE. WHEREFORE THOSE THINGS IN WHICH THERE IS LESS OF THE IDEA OF THE MATTER, SUCH THINGS WHICH HAVE A GREATER RESEMBLANCE OF THINGS SEPARATED, HAVE MORE POWERFUL VIRTUES IN OPERATION, BEING LIKE TO THE OPERATION OF A SEPARATED IDEA. WE SEE THEN THAT THE SITUATION AND FIGURE OF CELESTIALS IS THE CAUSE OF ALL THOSE EXCELLENT VIRTUES THAT ARE IN INFERIOR SPECIES. 
CHAPTER XII.
HOW IT IS THAT PARTICULAR VIRTUES ARE INFUSED INTO PARTICULAR INDIVIDUALS, EVEN OF THE SAME SPECIES.
THERE ARE ALSO IN MANY INDIVIDUALS, OR PARTICULAR THINGS, PECULIAR GIFTS, AS WONDERFUL AS IN THE SPECIES AND THESE ALSO ARE FROM THE FIGURE AND SITUATION OF CELESTIAL STARS. FOR EVERY INDIVIDUAL, WHEN IT BEGINS TO BE UNDER A DETERMINED HOROSCOPE, AND CELESTIAL CONSTELLATION, CONTRACTS TOGETHER WITH ITS ESSENCE A CERTAIN WONDERFUL VIRTUE BOTH OF DOING AND SUFFERING SOMETHING THAT IS REMARKABLE, EVEN BESIDES THAT WHICH IT RECEIVES FROM ITS SPECIES; AND THIS IT DOTH PARTLY BY THE INFLUENCE OF THE HEAVEN AND PARTLY THROUGH THAT OBEDIENTIALNESS, OF THE MATTER OF THINGS TO BE GENERATED, TO THE SOUL OF THE WORLD, WHICH OBEDIENTIALNESS INDEED IS SUCH AS THAT OF OUR BODIES TO OUR SOULS. FOR WE PERCEIVE THAT THERE IS THIS IN US, THAT ACCORDING TO OUR CONCEPTIONS OF THINGS OUR BODIES ARE MOVED, AND THAT CHEERFULLY, AS WHEN WE ARE AFRAID OF OR FLY FROM ANY THING. SO, MANY TIMES WHEN THE CELESTIAL SOULS CONCEIVE SEVERAL THINGS, THEN THE MATTER IS MOVED OBEDIENTLY TO IT. ALSO, IN NATURE THERE APPEAR DIVERS PRODIGIES, BY REASON OF THE IMAGINATION OF SUPERIOR MOTIONS. SO ALSO, THEY CONCEIVE AND IMAGINE DIVER’S VIRTUES, NOT ONLY THINGS NATURAL BUT ALSO SOMETIMES THINGS ARTIFICIAL, AND THIS ESPECIALLY IF THE SOUL OF THE OPERATOR BE INCLINED TOWARDS THE SAME. WHENCE AVICEN SAITH, THAT WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE DONE HERE, MUST HAVE BEEN BEFORE IN THE MOTIONS AND CONCEPTIONS OF THE STARS AND ORBS. SO, IN THINGS VARIOUS EFFECTS, INCLINATIONS AND DISPOSITIONS ARE OCCASIONED NOT ONLY FROM THE MATTER VARIOUSLY DISPOSED, AS MANY SUPPOSE, BUT FROM A VARIOUS INFLUENCE AND DIVERSE FORM; NOT TRULY WITH A SPECIFICAL DIFFERENCE, BUT PECULIAR AND PROPER. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] AND THE DEGREES OF THESE ARE VARIOUSLY DISTRIBUTED BY THE FIRST CAUSE OF ALL THINGS. GOD HIMSELF, WHO BEING UNCHANGEABLE, DISTRIBUTES TO EVERY ONE AS HE PLEASES, WITH WHOM, NOTWITHSTANDING, SECOND CAUSES, ANGELICAL AND CELESTIAL, CO-OPERATE, DISPOSING OF THE CORPOREAL MATTER AND OTHER THINGS THAT ARE COMMITTED TO THEM. ALL VIRTUES, THEREFORE, ARE INFUSED BY GOD, THROUGH THE SOUL OF THE WORLD, YET BY A PARTICULAR POWER OF RESEMBLANCES AND INTELLIGENCES OVER-RULING THEM, AND CONCOURSE OF THE RAYS, AND ASPECTS OF THE STARS IN A CERTAIN PECULIAR HARMONIOUS CONSENT. 
CHAPTER XIII.
WHENCE THE OCCULT VIRTUES OF THINGS PROCEED.
IT IS WELL KNOWN TO ALL THAT THERE IS A CERTAIN VIRTUE IN THE LOADSTONE BY WHICH IT ATTRACTS IRON, AND THAT THE DIAMOND DOTH BY ITS PRESENCE TAKE AWAY THAT VIRTUE OF THE LOADSTONE. SO ALSO, AMBER AND JET, RUBBED AND WARMED, DRAW A STRAW TO THEM; AND THE STONE ASBESTOS, BEING ONCE FIRED, IS NEVER OR SCARCE EXTINGUISHED. A CARBUNCLE SHINES IN THE DARK; THE STONE AETITES PUT ABOVE THE YOUNG FRUIT OF WOMEN OR PLANTS STRENGTHENS THEM, BUT BEING PUT UNDER, WEAKENS. THE JASPER STAUNCHES BLOOD; THE LITTLE FISH ECHENEIS STOPS THE SHIPS; RHUBARB EXPELS CHOLER; THE LIVER OF THE CHAMELEON, BURNT, RAISES SHOWERS AND THUNDERS. THE STONE HELIOTROPE DAZZLES THE SIGHT, AND MAKES HIM THAT WEARS IT TO BE INVISIBLE; THE STONE LYUCURIUS TAKES AWAY DELUSIONS FROM BEFORE THE EYES, THE PERFUME OF THE STONE LYPPARIS CALLS FORTH ALL THE BEASTS, THE STONE SYNOCHITIS BRINGS UP INFERNAL GHOSTS, THE STONE ANACHITIS MAKES THE IMAGES OF THE GODS APPEAR. THE ENNECTIS, PUT UNDER THEM THAT DREAM, CAUSETH ORACLES. THERE IS AN HERB IN ÆTHIOPIA WITH WHICH, THEY REPORT, PONDS AND LAKES ARE DRIED UP, AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE SHUT TO BE OPENED; AND WE READ OF AN HERB, CALLED LATACE, WHICH THE PERSIAN KINGS GIVE TO THEIR AMBASSADORS, THAT WHITHERSOEVER THEY SHALL COME THEY SHALL ABOUND WITH PLENTY OF ALL THINGS. THERE IS ALSO A SCYTHIAN HERB WITH WHICH, BEING TASTED OR AT LEAST HELD IN THE MOUTH, THEY REPORT THE SCYTHIANS WILL ENDURE TWELVE DAYS’ HUNGER AND THIRST; AND APULEIUS SAITH THAT HE WAS TAUGHT BY AN ORACLE THAT THERE WERE MANY KINDS OF HERBS AND STONES WITH WHICH MEN MIGHT PROLONG THEIR LIVES FOREVER, BUT THAT IT WAS NOT LAWFUL FOR MEN TO UNDERSTAND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THOSE THINGS BECAUSE, WHEREAS THEY HAVE BUT A SHORT TIME TO LIVE, THEY STUDY MISCHIEF WITH ALL THEIR MIGHT AND ATTEMPT ALL MANNER OF WICKEDNESS; IF THEY SHOULD BE SURE OF A VERY LONG TIME, THEY WOULD NOT SPARE THE GODS THEMSELVES. BUT FROM WHENCE THESE VIRTUES ARE NONE OF ALL THESE HAVE SHEWED WHO HAVE SET FORTH HUGE VOLUMES OF THE PROPERTIES OF THINGS, NOT HERMES, NOT BOCHUS, NOT AARON, NOT ORPHEUS, NOT THEOPHRASTUS, NOT THEBITH, NOT ZENOTHEMIS, NOT ZOROASTER, NOT EVAX, NOT DIOSCORIDES, NOT ISAAICK THE JEW, NOT ZACHARIAS THE BABYLONIAN, NOT ALBERTUS, NOT ARNOLDUS; AND YET ALL THESE HAVE CONFESSED THE SAME, THAT ZACHARIAS WRITES TO MITHRIDITES, THE GREAT POWER AND HUMAN DESTINIES ARE COUCHED IN THE VIRTUES OF STONES AND HERBS. BUT TO KNOW FROM WHENCE THESE COME, A HIGHER SPECULATION IS REQUIRED. ALEXANDER THE PERIPATETIC, NOT GOING ANY FURTHER THAN HIS SENSES AND QUALITIES, IS OF THE OPINION THAT THESE PROCEED FROM ELEMENTS, AND THEIR QUALITIES, WHICH HAPLY MIGHT BE SUPPOSED TO BE TRUE, IF THOSE WERE OF THE SAME SPECIES; BUT MANY OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE STONES AGREE NEITHER IN GENERE NOR SPECIE. THEREFORE, PLATO AND HIS SCHOLARS ATTRIBUTE THESE VIRTUES TO IDEAS, THE FORMERS OF THINGS. BUT AVICEN REDUCES THESE KINDS OF OPERATIONS TO INTELLIGENCE, HERMES TO THE STARS, ALBERTUS TO THE SPECIFICAL FORMS OF THINGS. AND ALTHOUGH THESE AUTHORS SEEM TO THWART ONE THE OTHER, YET NONE OF THEM, IF THEY BE RIGHTLY UNDERSTOOD, GOES BESIDE THE TRUTH; SINCE ALL THEIR SAYINGS ARE THE SAME IN EFFECT IN MOST THINGS. FOR GOD, IN THE FIRST PLACE, IS THE END AND BEGINNING OF ALL VIRTUES; HE GIVES THE SEAL OF THE IDEAS TO HIS SERVANTS, THE INTELLIGENCES; WHO, AS FAITHFUL OFFICERS, SIGN ALL THINGS ENTRUSTED TO THEM WITH AN IDEAL VIRTUE; THE HEAVENS AND STARS, AS INSTRUMENTS, DISPOSING THE MATTER IN THE MEAN WHILE FOR THE RECEIVING OF THOSE FORMS WHICH RESIDE IN DIVINE MAJESTY (AS SAITH PLATO IN TIMEUS) AND TO BE CONVEYED BY STARS; AND THE GIVER OF FORMS DISTRIBUTES THEM BY THE MINISTRY OF HIS INTELLIGENCES, WHICH HE HATH SET AS RULERS AND CONTROLLERS OVER HIS WORKS, TO WHOM SUCH A POWER IS ENTRUSTED IN THINGS COMMITTED TO THEM THAT SO ALL VIRTUES OF STONES, HERBS, METALS, AND ALL OTHER THINGS MAY COME FROM THE INTELLIGENCES, THE GOVERNORS. THE FORM, THEREFORE, AND VIRTUE OF THINGS COMES FIRST FROM THE IDEAS, THEN FROM THE RULING AND GOVERNING INTELLIGENCES, THEN FROM THE ASPECTS OF THE HEAVENS DISPOSING, AND LASTLY FROM THE TEMPERS OF THE ELEMENTS DISPOSED, ANSWERING THE INFLUENCES OF THE HEAVENS, BY WHICH THE ELEMENTS THEMSELVES ARE ORDERED, OR DISPOSED. THESE KINDS OF OPERATIONS, THEREFORE, ARE PERFORMED IN THESE INFERIOR THINGS BY EXPRESS FORMS, AND IN THE HEAVENS BY DISPOSING VIRTUES, IN INTELLIGENCES BY MEDIATING RULES, IN THE ORIGINAL CAUSE BY IDEAS AND EXEMPLARY FORMS, ALL OF WHICH MUST OF NECESSITY AGREE IN THE EXECUTION OF THE EFFECT AND VIRTUE OF EVERYTHING. THERE IS, THEREFORE, A WONDERFUL VIRTUE AND OPERATION IN EVERY HERB AND STONE, BUT GREATER IN A STAR, BEYOND WHICH, EVEN FROM THE GOVERNING INTELLIGENCES EVERY THING RECEIVES AND OBTAINS MANY THINGS FOR ITSELF, ESPECIALLY FROM THE SUPREME CAUSE, WITH WHOM ALL THINGS DO MUTUALLY AND EXACTLY CORRESPOND, AGREEING IN AN HARMONIOUS CONSENT, AS IT WERE IN HYMNS, ALWAYS PRAISING THE [MOST] HIGHEST MAKER OF ALL THINGS, AS BY THE THREE CHILDREN IN THE FIERY FURNACE WERE ALL THINGS CALLED UPON TO PRAISE GOD WITH SINGINGS. BLESS YE THE LORD ALL THINGS THAT GROW UPON THE EARTH, AND ALL THINGS WHICH MOVE IN THE WATERS, ALL FOWLS OF THE HEAVENS, BEASTS AND CATTLE, TOGETHER WITH THE SONS OF MEN. THERE IS, THEREFORE, NO OTHER CAUSE OF THE NECESSITY OF EFFECTS THAN THE CONNECTION OF ALL THINGS WITH THE FIRST CAUSE, AND THEIR CORRESPONDENCY WITH THOSE DIVINE PATTERNS AND ETERNAL IDEAS WHENCE EVERY THING HATH ITS DETERMINATE AND PARTICULAR PLACE IN THE EXEMPLARY WORLD, FROM WHENCE IT LIVES AND RECEIVES ITS ORIGINAL BEING: AND EVERY VIRTUE OF HERBS, STONES, METALS, ANIMALS, WORDS AND SPEECHES AND ALL THINGS THAT ARE OF GOD, IS PLACED THERE. NOW THE FIRST CAUSE, WHICH IS GOD, ALTHOUGH HE DOTH BY INTELLIGENCES AND THE HEAVENS WORK UPON THESE INFERIOR THINGS, BOTH SOMETIMES (THESE MEDIUMS BEING LAID ASIDE, OR THEIR OFFICIATING BEING SUSPENDED) WORKS THOSE THINGS IMMEDIATELY BY HIMSELF, WHICH WORKS THEN ARE CALLED MIRACLES. BUT WHEREAS SECONDARY CAUSES, WHICH PLATO AND OTHERS CALL HANDMAIDS, DO BY THE COMMAND AND APPOINTMENT OF THE FIRST CAUSE, NECESSARILY ACT, AND ARE NECESSITATED TO PRODUCE THEIR EFFECTS, IF GOD SHALL NOTWITHSTANDING, ACCORDING TO HIS PLEASURE, SO DISCHARGE AND SUSPEND THEM, THAT THEY SHALL WHOLLY DESIST FROM THE NECESSITY OF THAT COMMAND AND APPOINTMENT; THEN THEY ARE CALLED THE GREATEST MIRACLES OF GOD. SO, THE FIRE IN THE CHALDEANS’ FURNACE DID NOT BURN THE CHILDREN. SO ALSO, THE SUN AT THE COMMAND OF JOSHUA WENT BACK FROM ITS COURSE THE SPACE OF A WHOLE DAY; SO ALSO, AT THE PRAYER OF HEZEKIAH IT WENT BACK TEN DEGREES OR HOURS. SO, WHEN CHRIST WAS CRUCIFIED THE SUN WAS DARKENED, THOUGH AT FULL MOON. AND THE REASON OF THESE OPERATIONS CAN BE BY NO RATIONAL DISCOURSE, NO MAGIC, OR OCCULT OR PROFOUND SCIENCE WHATSOEVER BE FOUND OUT OR UNDERSTOOD, BUT ARE TO BE LEARNED AND INQUIRED INTO BY DIVINE ORACLES ONLY.
CHAPTER XIV.
OF THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD, WHAT IT IS, AND HOW BY WAY OF MEDIUM IT UNITES OCCULT VIRTUES TO THEIR SUBJECTS.
DEMOCRITUS AND ORPHEUS, AND MANY PYTHAGOREANS, HAVING MOST DILIGENTLY SEARCHED INTO THE VIRTUES OF CELESTIAL THINGS AND NATURES OF INFERIOR THINGS, SAID: THAT ALL THINGS ARE FULL OF GOD AND NOT WITHOUT CAUSE. FOR THERE IS NOTHING OF SUCH TRANSCENDING VIRTUES, WHICH BEING DESTITUTE OF DIVINE ASSISTANCE, IS CONTENT WITH THE NATURE OF ITSELF. ALSO THEY CALLED THOSE DIVINE POWERS WHICH ARE DIFFUSED IN THINGS, GODS; WHICH ZOROASTER CALLED DIVINE ALLUREMENTS; SYNESIUS, SYMBOLICAL ENTICEMENTS; OTHERS CALLED THEM LIVES, AND SOME ALSO SOULS, SAYING THAT THE VIRTUES OF THINGS DID DEPEND UPON THESE BECAUSE IT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE SOUL TO BE FROM ONE MATTER EXTENDED INTO DIVERS THINGS ABOUT WHICH IT OPERATES: SO IS A MAN WHO EXTENDS HIS INTELLECT UNTO INTELLIGIBLE THINGS, AND HIS IMAGINATION UNTO IMAGINABLE THINGS; AND THIS IS THAT WHICH THEY UNDERSTOOD WHEN THEY SAID, VIZ.: THAT THE SOUL OF ONE THING WENT OUT AND WENT INTO ANOTHER THING, ALTERING IT, AND HINDERING THE OPERATIONS OF IT: AS THE DIAMOND HINDERS THE OPERATION OF THE LOADSTONE, THAT IT CANNOT ATTRACT IRON. NOW SEEING THE SOUL IS THE FIRST THING THAT IS MOVABLE AND, AS THEY SAY, IS MOVED OF ITSELF; BUT THE BODY, OR THE MATTER, IS OF ITSELF UNABLE AND UNFIT FOR MOTION, AND DOTH MUCH DEGENERATE FROM THE SOUL, THEREFORE THEY SAY THERE IS NEED OF A MORE EXCELLENT MEDIUM, VIZ., SUCH A ONE THAT MAY BE, AS IT WERE, NO BODY, BUT, AS IT WERE, A SOUL; OR, AS IT WERE, NO SOUL, BUT, AS IT WERE, A BODY, VIZ., BY WHICH THE SOUL MAY BE JOINED TO THE BODY. NOW THEY CONCEIVE SUCH A MEDIUM TO BE THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD, VIZ., THAT WHICH WE CALL THE QUINTESSENCE, BECAUSE IT IS NOT FROM THE FOUR ELEMENTS, BUT A CERTAIN FIRST THING, HAVING ITS BEING ABOVE AND BESIDES THEM. THERE IS, THEREFORE, SUCH A KIND OF SPIRIT REQUIRED TO BE, AS IT WERE THE MEDIUM, WHEREBY CELESTIAL SOULS ARE JOINED TO GROSS BODIES, AND BESTOW UPON THEM WONDERFUL GIFTS. THIS SPIRIT IS AFTER THE SAME MANNER IN THE BODY OF THE WORLD, AS OURS IS IN THE BODY OF MAN. FOR AS THE POWERS OF OUR SOUL ARE COMMUNICATED TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BODY BY THE SPIRIT, SO ALSO THE VIRTUE OF THE SOUL OF THE WORLD IS DIFFUSED THROUGH ALL THINGS BY THE QUINTESSENCE: FOR THERE IS NOTHING FOUND IN THE WHOLE WORLD THAT HATH NOT A SPARK OF THE VIRTUE THEREOF. YET IT IS MORE, NAY, MOST OF ALL, INFUSED INTO THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE RECEIVED OR TAKEN IN MOST OF THIS SPIRIT. NOW THIS SPIRIT IS RECEIVED OR TAKEN IN BY THE RAYS OF THE STARS, SO FAR FORTH AS THINGS RENDER THEMSELVES CONFORMABLE TO THEM. BY THIS SPIRIT, THEREFORE, EVERY OCCULT PROPERTY IS CONVEYED INTO HERBS, STONES, METALS, AND ANIMALS THROUGH THE SUN, MOON, PLANETS, AND THROUGH STARS HIGHER THAN THE PLANETS. NOW THIS SPIRIT MAY BE MORE ADVANTAGEOUS TO US IF ANY ONE KNEW HOW TO SEPARATE IT FROM THE ELEMENTS; OR AT LEAST TO USE THOSE THINGS CHIEFLY WHICH DO MOST ABOUND WITH THIS SPIRIT. FOR THESE THINGS, IN WHICH THIS SPIRIT IS LESS DROWNED IN A BODY AND LESS CHECKED BY MATTER, DO MORE POWERFULLY AND PERFECTLY ACT, AND ALSO MORE READILY GENERATE THEIR LIKE; FOR IN IT ARE ALL GENERATIVE AND SEMINARY VIRTUES. FOR WHICH CAUSE THE ALCHEMISTS ENDEAVORED TO SEPARATE THIS SPIRIT FROM GOLD AND SILVER; WHICH BEING RIGHTLY SEPARATED AND EXTRACTED, IF THOU SHALT AFTERWARD PROJECT IT UPON ANY MATTER OF THE SAME KIND, ANY METAL, PRESENTLY WILL TURN IT INTO GOLD OR SILVER. AND WE KNOW HOW TO DO THAT, AND HAVE SEEN IT DONE; BUT WE COULD MAKE NO MORE GOLD THAN THE WEIGHT OF THAT WAS OUT OF WHICH WE EXTRACTED THE SPIRIT; FOR SEEING THAT [GOLD] IS AN EXTENSE FORM, AND NOT INTENSE, IT CANNOT BEYOND ITS OWN BOUNDS CHANGE AN IMPERFECT BODY INTO A PERFECT; WHICH I DENY NOT, BUT MAY BE DONE BY ANOTHER WAY.
CHAPTER XV.
HOW WE MUST FIND OUT AND EXAMINE THE VIRTUES OF THINGS BY WAY OF SIMILITUDE.
IT IS NOW MANIFEST THAT THE OCCULT PROPERTIES IN THINGS ARE NOT FROM THE NATURE OF THE ELEMENTS, BUT INFUSED FROM ABOVE, HID FROM OUR SENSES, AND SCARCE AT LAST KNOWN BY OUR REASON, WHICH INDEED COME FROM THE LIFE AND THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD, THROUGH THE RAYS OF THE STARS; AND CAN NO OTHERWISE BUT BY EXPERIENCE AND CONJECTURE BE INQUIRED INTO BY US. WHEREFORE, HE THAT DESIRES TO ENTER UPON THIS STUDY MUST CONSIDER THAT EVERY THING MOVES AND TURNS ITSELF TO ITS LIKE, AND INCLINES THAT TO ITSELF WITH ALL ITS MIGHT, AS WELL IN PROPERTY, VIZ., OCCULT VIRTUE, AS IN QUALITY, VIZ., ELEMENTARY VIRTUE. SOMETIMES ALSO IN SUBSTANCE ITSELF, AS WE SEE IN SALT, FOR WHATSOEVER HATH LONG STOOD WITH SALT BECOMES SALT; FOR EVERY AGENT, WHEN IT HATH BEGUN TO ACT, DOTH NOT ATTEMPT TO MAKE A THING INFERIOR TO ITSELF, BUT, AS MUCH AS MAY BE, LIKE AND SUITABLE TO ITSELF. WHICH ALSO WE MANIFESTLY SEE IN SENSIBLE ANIMALS, IN WHICH THE NUTRITIVE VIRTUE DOTH NOT CHANGE THE MEAT INTO AN HERB OR A PLANT, BUT TURNS IT INTO SENSIBLE FLESH. IN WHAT THINGS, THEREFORE, THERE IS AN EXCESS OF ANY QUALITY OR PROPERTY, AS HEAT, COLD, BOLDNESS, FEAR, SADNESS, ANGER, LOVE, HATRED, OR ANY OTHER PASSION OR VIRTUE (WHETHER IT BE IN THEM BY NATURE OR, SOMETIMES ALSO, BY ART OR CHANCE, AS BOLDNESS IN A WANTON), THESE THINGS DO VERY MUCH MOVE AND PROVOKE TO SUCH A QUALITY, PASSION OR VIRTUE. SO, FIRE MOVES TO FIRE, AND WATER MOVES TO WATER, AND HE THAT IS BOLD MOVES TO BOLDNESS. AND IT IS WELL KNOWN AMONGST PHYSICIANS THAT BRAIN HELPS THE BRAIN, AND LUNGS THE LUNGS. SO ALSO, IT IS SAID THAT THE RIGHT EYE OF A FROG HELPS THE SORENESS OF A MAN'S RIGHT EYE, AND THE LEFT EYE THEREOF HELPS THE SORENESS OF HIS LEFT EYE, IF THEY BE HANGED ABOUT HIS NECK IN A CLOTH OF ITS NATURAL COLOR. THE LIKE IS REPORTED OF THE EYES OF A CRAB. SO, THE FEET OF A TORTOISE, HELPS THEM THAT HAVE THE GOUT IN THEIR BEING APPLIED THUS—AS FOOT TO FOOT, HAND TO HAND, RIGHT TO RIGHT, LEFT TO LEFT. AFTER THIS MANNER THEY SAY THAT ANY ANIMAL THAT IS BARREN CAUSES ANOTHER TO BE BARREN, AND OF THE ANIMAL ESPECIALLY THE GENERATIVE PARTS. SO, THEY REPORT THAT A FEMALE SHALL BE BARREN IF, BETIMES, DRINK BE MADE OF A CERTAIN STERILE ANIMAL, OR ANYTHING STEEPED THEREWITH. IF, HOWEVER, WE WOULD OBTAIN ANY PROPERTY OR VIRTUE, LET US SEEK SUCH ANIMALS, OR SUCH OTHER THINGS WHATSOEVER, IN WHICH SUCH A PROPERTY IS IN A MORE EMINENT MANNER THAN IN ANY OTHER THING, AND IN THESE LET US TAKE THAT PART IN WHICH SUCH A PROPERTY OR VIRTUE IS MOST VIGOROUS; AS IF AT ANY TIME WE WOULD PROMOTE LOVE, LET US SEEK SOME ANIMAL WHICH IS MOST LOVING, OF WHICH KIND ARE PIGEONS, TURTLES, SPARROWS, SWALLOWS, WAGTAILS, AND IN THESE TAKE THOSE MEMBERS OR PARTS IN WHICH THE VITAL VIRTUE IS MOST VIGOROUS, SUCH AS THE HEART, BREAST, AND ALSO LIKE PARTS. AND IT MUST BE DONE AT THAT TIME WHEN THESE ANIMALS HAVE THIS AFFECTION MOST INTENSE, FOR THEN THEY DO PROVOKE AND DRAW LOVE. IN LIKE MANNER, TO INCREASE BOLDNESS, LET US LOOK FOR A LION, OR A COCK, AND OF THESE LET US TAKE THE HEART, EYES OR FOREHEAD. AND SO, WE MUST UNDERSTAND THAT WHICH PSELLUS THE PLATONIST SAITH, VIZ., THAT DOGS, CROWS, AND COCKS CONDUCE MUCH TO WATCHFULNESS, ALSO THE NIGHTINGALE AND BAT AND HORNED OWL, AND IN THESE THE HEART, HEAD AND EYES ESPECIALLY. THEREFORE, IT IS SAID, IF ANY SHALL CARRY THE HEART OF A CROW OR A BAT ABOUT HIM, HE SHALL NOT SLEEP TILL HE CAST IT AWAY FROM HIM. THE SAME DOTH THE HEAD OF A BAT, DRIED AND BOUND TO THE RIGHT ARM OF HIM THAT IS AWAKE, FOR IF IT BE PUT UPON HIM WHEN HE IS ASLEEP, IT IS SAID THAT HE SHALL NOT BE AWAKED TILL IT BE TAKEN OFF FROM HIM. AFTER THE SAME MANNER DOTH A FROG AND AN OWL MAKE ONE TALKATIVE, AND OF THESE SPECIALLY THE TONGUE AND HEART. SO, THE TONGUE ALSO OF A WATER-FROG, LAID UNDER THE HEAD, MAKES A MAN SPEAK IN HIS SLEEP; AND THE HEART OF A SCREECH-OWL, LAID UPON THE LEFT BREAST OF A WOMAN THAT IS ASLEEP, IS SAID TO MAKE HER UTTER ALL HER SECRETS. THE SAME ALSO THE HEART OF THE HORNED OWL IS SAID TO DO, ALSO THE SUET OF A HARE, LAID UPON THE BREAST OF ONE THAT IS ASLEEP. UPON THE SAME ACCOUNT DO ANIMALS THAT ARE LONG LIVED CONDUCE TO LONG LIFE; AND WHATSOEVER THINGS HAVE A POWER IN THEMSELVES TO RENEW THEMSELVES CONDUCE TO THE RENOVATION OF OUR BODY AND RESTORING OF YOUTH, WHICH PHYSICIANS HAVE OFTEN PROFESSED THEY KNOW TO BE TRUE; AS IS MANIFEST OF THE VIPER AND SNAKE. AND IT IS KNOWN THAT HARTS RENEW THEIR OLD AGE BY THE EATING OF SNAKES. AFTER THE SAME MANNER THE PHOENIX IS RENEWED BY A FIRE WHICH SHE MAKES FOR HERSELF; AND THE LIKE VIRTUE THERE IS IN A PELICAN, WHOSE RIGHT FOOT BEING PUT UNDER WARM DUNG, AFTER THREE MONTHS THERE IS OF THAT GENERATED A PELICAN. THEREFORE, SOME PHYSICIANS BY SOME CERTAIN CONFECTIONS MADE OF VIPERS, AND HELLEBORE, AND THE FLESH OF SOME SUCH KIND OF ANIMALS, DO RESTORE YOUTH, AND INDEED DO SOMETIMES RESTORE IT SO, AS MEDEA RESTORED OLD PILEAS. IT IS ALSO BELIEVED THAT THE BLOOD OF A BEAR, IF IT BE SUCKED OUT OF HER WOUND, DOTH INCREASE STRENGTH OF BODY, BECAUSE THAT ANIMAL IS THE STRONGEST CREATURE.
CHAPTER XVI.
HOW THE OPERATIONS OF SEVERAL VIRTUES PASS FROM ONE THING INTO ANOTHER, AND ARE COMMUNICATED ONE TO THE OTHER.
THOU MUST KNOW THAT SO GREAT IS THE POWER OF NATURAL THINGS THAT THEY NOT ONLY WORK UPON ALL THINGS THAT ARE NEAR THEM, BY THEIR VIRTUE, BUT ALSO BESIDES THIS, THEY INFUSE INTO THEM A LIKE POWER, THROUGH WHICH, BY THE SAME VIRTUE, THEY ALSO WORK UPON OTHER THINGS, AS WE SEE IN THE LOADSTONE, WHICH STONE INDEED DOTH NOT ONLY DRAW IRON RINGS, BUT INFUSES A VIRTUE INTO THE RINGS THEMSELVES, WHEREBY THEY CAN DO THE SAME, WHICH AUSTIN AND ALBERTUS SAY THEY SAW. AFTER THIS MANNER IT IS, AS THEY SAY, THAT A WANTON, GROUNDED IN BOLDNESS AND IMPUDENCE, IS LIKE TO INFECT ALL THAT ARE NEAR HER, BY THIS PROPERTY, WHEREBY THEY ARE MADE LIKE HERSELF. SO, PAUL SAITH TO THE CORINTHIANS, EVIL COMMUNICATIONS DOTH CORRUPT GOOD MANNERS. THEREFORE, THEY SAY IF ANY ONE SHALL PUT ON THE INWARD GARMENT OF A WANTON, OR SHALL HAVE ABOUT HIM THAT LOOKING-GLASS WHICH SHE DAILY LOOKS INTO, HE SHALL THEREBY BECOME BOLD, CONFIDENT, IMPUDENT AND WANTON. IN LIKE MANNER, THEY SAY, THAT A CLOTH THAT WAS ABOUT A CORPSE HATH RECEIVED FROM THENCE THE PROPERTY OF SADNESS AND MELANCHOLY; AND THAT THE HALTER WHEREWITH A MAN WAS HANGED HATH CERTAIN WONDERFUL PROPERTIES. THE LIKE STORY TELLS PLINY: IF ANY SHALL PUT A GREEN LIZARD, MADE BLIND, TOGETHER WITH IRON OR GOLD RINGS, INTO A GLASS VESSEL, PUTTING UNDER THEM SOME EARTH, AND THEN SHUTTING THE VESSEL, AND WHEN IT APPEARS THAT THE LIZARD HATH RECEIVED HIS SIGHT, SHALL PUT HIM OUT OF THE GLASS, THAT THOSE RINGS SHALL HELP SORE EYES. THE SAME MAY BE DONE WITH RINGS AND A WEASEL, WHOSE EYES AFTER THEY ARE, WITH ANY KIND OF PRICK, PUT OUT, IT IS CERTAIN ARE RESTORED TO SIGHT AGAIN. UPON THE SAME ACCOUNT RINGS ARE PUT FOR A CERTAIN TIME IN THE NEST OF SPARROWS OR SWALLOWS, WHICH AFTERWARDS ARE USED TO PROCURE LOVE AND FAVOR.
CHAPTER XVII.
HOW BY ENMITY AND FRIENDSHIP THE VIRTUES OF THINGS ARE TO BE TRIED AND FOUND OUT.
IN THE NEXT PLACE IT IS REQUISITE THAT WE CONSIDER THAT ALL THINGS HAVE A FRIENDLINESS AND ENMITY AMONGST THEMSELVES, AND EVERY THING HATH SOMETHING THAT IT FEARS AND DREADS, THAT IS AN ENEMY AND DESTRUCTIVE TO IT; AND, ON THE CONTRARY, SOMETHING THAT IT REJOICES AND DELIGHTED IN AND IS STRENGTHENED BY. SO, IN THE ELEMENTS, FIRE IS AN ENEMY TO WATER, AND AIR TO EARTH, BUT YET THEY AGREE AMONGST THEMSELVES. AND, AGAIN, IN CELESTIAL BODIES, MERCURY, JUPITER, THE SUN AND MOON ARE FRIENDS TO SATURN; MARS AND VENUS ENEMIES TO HIM. ALL THE PLANETS BESIDES MARS ARE FRIENDS TO JUPITER, ALSO ALL BESIDES VENUS HATE MARS; JUPITER AND VENUS LOVE THE SUN, MARS, MERCURY AND THE MOON ARE ENEMIES TO HIM. ALL BESIDES SATURN LOVE VENUS. JUPITER, VENUS AND SATURN ARE FRIENDS TO MERCURY; THE SUN, MOON AND MARS HIS ENEMIES. JUPITER, VENUS AND SATURN ARE FRIENDS TO THE MOON; MARS AND MERCURY HER ENEMIES. THERE IS ANOTHER KIND OF ENMITY AMONGST THE STARS, VIZ., WHEN THEY HAVE OPPOSITE HOUSES, AS SATURN TO THE SUN AND MOON, JUPITER TO MERCURY, AND MARS TO VENUS. AND THEIR ENMITY IS STRONGER WHOSE EXALTATIONS ARE OPPOSITE, AS OF SATURN AND THE SUN, OF JUPITER AND MARS, AND OF VENUS AND MERCURY. BUT THEIR FRIENDSHIP IS THE STRONGEST WHO AGREE IN NATURE, QUALITY, SUBSTANCE AND POWER, AS MARS WITH THE SUN, AS VENUS WITH THE MOON, AND AS JUPITER WITH VENUS; AS ALSO THEIR FRIENDSHIP WHOSE EXALTATION IS IN THE HOUSE OF ANOTHER, AS THAT OF SATURN WITH VENUS, OF JUPITER WITH THE MOON, OF MARS WITH SATURN, OF THE SUN WITH MARS, OF VENUS WITH JUPITER, AND OF THE MOON WITH VENUS. AND OF WHAT SORT THE FRIENDSHIPS AND ENMITIES OF THE SUPERIORS BE, SUCH ARE THE INCLINATIONS OF THINGS SUBJECTED TO THEM IN THOSE INFERIOR. THESE DISPOSITIONS, THEREFORE, OF FRIENDSHIP AND ENMITY ARE NOTHING ELSE BUT CERTAIN INCLINATIONS OF THINGS OF THE ONE TO ANOTHER, DESIRING SUCH-AND-SUCH A THING IF IT BE ABSENT, AND TO MOVE TOWARDS IT UNLESS IT BE HINDERED; AND TO ACQUIESCE IN IT WHEN IT IS OBTAINED, SHUNNING THE CONTRARY AND DREADING THE APPROACH OF IT, AND NOT RESTING IN OR BEING CONTENTED WITH IT. HERACLITUS, THEREFORE, BEING GUIDED BY THIS OPINION, PROFESSED THAT ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY ENMITY AND FRIENDSHIP. NOW THE INCLINATIONS OF FRIENDSHIP ARE SUCH IN ALL VEGETABLES AND MINERALS, AS IS THAT ATTRACTIVE VIRTUE OR INCLINATION WHICH THE LOADSTONE HATH UPON IRON, AND THE EMERALD UPON RICHES AND FAVOR, THE JASPER UPON THE BIRTH OF ANY THING, AND THE STONE ACHATES UPON ELOQUENCE. IN LIKE MANNER THERE IS A KIND OF BITUMINOUS CLAY THAT DRAWS FIRE, AND LEAPS INTO IT, WHERESOEVER IT SEES IT. EVEN SO DOTH THE ROOT OF THE HERB APROXIS DRAW FIRE FROM AFAR OFF. ALSO, THE SAME INCLINATION THERE IS BETWIXT THE MALE PALM-TREE AND FEMALE; WHEREOF, WHEN THE BOUGH OF ONE SHALL TOUCH THE BOUGH OF THE OTHER, THEY FOLD THEMSELVES INTO MUTUAL EMBRACES; NEITHER DOTH THE FEMALE PALM-TREE BRING FORTH FRUIT WITHOUT THE MALE. AND THE ALMOND TREE, WHEN SHE IS ALONE IS LESS FRUITFUL. THE VINES LOVE THE ELM, AND THE OLIVE-TREE AND MYRTLE LOVE ONE THE OTHER; ALSO, THE OLIVE-TREE AND FIG-TREE. NOW, IN BIRDS AND ANIMALS, THERE IS AMITY BETWIXT THE BLACKBIRD AND THRUSH, BETWIXT THE CROW AND HERON, BETWIXT PEACOCKS AND PIGEONS, TURTLES AND PARROTS. WHEN SAPPHO WRITES TO PHAON: TO BIRDS UNLIKE OFTTIMES JOINED ARE WHITE DOVES; ALSO, THE BIRD THAT’S GREEN, BLACK TURTLE LOVES. AGAIN, THE WHALE AND THE LITTLE FISH, HIS GUIDE, ARE FRIENDLY. NEITHER IS THIS AMITY IN ANIMALS AMONGST THEMSELVES, BUT ALSO WITH OTHER THINGS, AS WITH METALS, STONES AND VEGETABLES: SO, THE CAT DELIGHTS IN THE HERB CATNIP AND RUBBED HERSELF UPON IT, AND THERE BE MARES IN CAPPADOCIA THAT EXPOSE THEMSELVES TO THE BLAST OF THE WIND. SO, FROG, TOADS, SNAKES, AND ALL MANNER OF CREEPING POISONOUS THINGS, DELIGHT IN THE PLANT CALLED PAS-FLOWER, OF WHOM, AS THE PHYSICIANS SAY, IF ANY ONE EAT HE SHALL DIE WITH LAUGHING. THE TORTOISE, ALSO, WHEN HE IS HUNTED BY THE ADDER, EATS ORIGANUM, AND IS THEREBY STRENGTHENED; AND THE STORK, WHEN HE HATH EAT SNAKES, SEEKS FOR A REMEDY IN ORIGANUM; AND THE WEASEL, WHEN HE GOES TO FIGHT WITH THE BASILISK, EATS RUE—WHENCE WE COME TO KNOW THAT ORIGANUM AND RUE ARE EFFECTUAL AGAINST POISON. SO, IN SOME ANIMALS THERE IS AN INBRED SKILL AND MEDICINAL ART; FOR WHEN THE TOAD IS WOUNDED WITH A BITE OR POISON OF ANOTHER ANIMAL, HE IS WONT TO GO TO RUE OR SAGE AND RUB THE PLACE WOUNDED, AND SO ESCAPE THE DANGER OF THE POISON. SO, MEN HAVE LEARNED MANY EXCELLENT REMEDIES OF DISEASES AND VIRTUES OF THINGS, FROM BRUTES; SO, SWALLOWS HAVE SHEWED US THAT SALLENDINE IS VERY MEDICINABLE FOR THE SIGHT, WITH WHICH THEY CURE THE EYES OF THEIR YOUNG; AND THE PYET, WHEN SHE IS SICK PUTS A BAY-LEAF INTO HER NEST, AND IS RECOVERED. IN LIKE MANNER, CRANES, JACKDAWS, PARTRIDGES, AND BLACK-BIRDS PURGE THEIR NAUSEOUS STOMACHS WITH THE SAME, WITH WHICH ALSO CROWS ALLAY THE POISON OF THE CHAMELEON; AND THE LION, IF HE BE FEVERISH, IS RECOVERED BY EATING OF AN APE. THE LAPWING, BEING SURFEITED WITH EATING OF GRAPES, CURES HIMSELF WITH SOUTHERNWOOD; SO, THE HARTS HAVE TAUGHT US THAT THE HERB DITANY IS VERY GOOD TO DRAW OUT DARTS; FOR THEY, BEING WOUNDED WITH AN ARROW, CAST IT OUT BY EATING OF THIS HERB; THE SAME DO GOATS IN CANDY. SO, HINDS, A LITTLE BEFORE THEY BRING FORTH, PURGE THEMSELVES WITH A CERTAIN HERB CALLED MOUNTAIN OSIER. ALSO, THEY THAT ARE HURT WITH SPIDERS SEEK A REMEDY BY EATING OF CRABS. SWINE ALSO BEING HURT BY SNAKES CURE THEMSELVES BY EATING OF THEM; AND COWS, WHEN THEY PERCEIVE THEY ARE POISONED WITH A KIND OF FRENCH POISON, SEEK FOR CURE IN THE OAK. ELEPHANTS, WHEN THEY HAVE SWALLOWED A CHAMELEON, HELP THEMSELVES WITH THE WILD OLIVE. BEARS, BEING HURT WITH MANDRAKES, ESCAPE THE DANGER BY EATING OF ANTS. GEESE, DUCKS, AND SUCH LIKE WATERY FOWLS, CURE THEMSELVES WITH THE HERB CALLED WALL-SAGE. PIGEONS, TURTLES, AND HENS, WITH THE HERB CALLED PELLITORY OF THE WALL. CRANES, WITH BULRUSHES. LEOPARDS CURE THEMSELVES, BEING HURT, WITH THE HERB CALLED WOLF'S-BANE; BOARS, WITH IVY; HINDS, WITH THE HERB CALLED CINNARA.
CHAPTER XVIII.
OF THE INCLINATIONS OF ENMITIES.
ON THE CONTRARY, THERE ARE INCLINATIONS OF ENMITIES, AND THEY ARE, AS IT WERE, THE ODIUM, AND ANGER, INDIGNATION, AND A CERTAIN KIND OF OBSTINATE CONTRARIETY OF NATURE, SO THAT ANY THING SHUNS ITS CONTRARY AND DRIVES IT AWAY OUT OF ITS PRESENCE. SUCH KINDS OF INCLINATIONS HATH RHUBARB AGAINST CHOLER, TREACLE AGAINST POISON, THE SAPPHIRE STONE AGAINST HOT BOILS AND FEVERISH HEATS AND DISEASES OF THE EYES; THE AMETHYST AGAINST DRUNKENNESS, THE JASPER AGAINST FLUX OF BLOOD AND OFFENSIVE IMAGINATIONS, THE EMERALD AND ANGUS CASTUS AGAINST LUST, ACHATES AGAINST POISON, PIONY AGAINST THE FALLING SICKNESS, CORAL AGAINST THE EBULLITION OF BLACK CHOLER AND PAINS IN THE STOMACH. THE TOPAZ AGAINST SPIRITUAL HEATS, SUCH AS ARE COVETOUSNESS, LUST, AND ALL MANNER OF EXCESSES OF LOVE. THE LIKE INCLINATIONS, IS THERE ALSO OF ANTS AGAINST THE HERB ORIGANUM; AND THE WING OF A BAT AND THE HEART OF A LAPWING, FROM THE PRESENCE OF WHICH THEY FLY. ALSO, ORIGANUM IS CONTRARY TO A CERTAIN POISONOUS FLY, WHICH CANNOT ENDURE THE SUN, AND RESISTS SALAMANDERS, AND LOATHES CABBAGE WITH SUCH A DEADLY HATRED THAT THEY DESTROY ONE THE OTHER. SO, CUCUMBERS HATE OIL, AND WILL RUN THEMSELVES INTO A RING LEST THEY SHOULD TOUCH IT. AND IT IS SAID THAT THE GALL OF A CROW MAKES MEN AFRAID AND DRIVES THEM AWAY FROM WHERE IT IS, AS ALSO CERTAIN OTHER THINGS. SO A DIAMOND DOTH DISAGREE WITH THE LOADSTONE, THAT BEING SET BY IT, IT WILL NOT SUFFER IRON TO BE DRAWN TO IT; AND SHEEP FLY FROM FROG-PARSLEY AS FROM SOME DEADLY THING, AND THAT, WHICH IS MORE WONDERFUL, NATURE HATH PICTURED THE SIGN OF THIS DEATH IN THE LIVERS OF SHEEP, IN WHICH THE VERY FIGURE OF FROG-PARSLEY, BEING DESCRIBED, DOTH NATURALLY APPEAR. SO, GOATS DO SO HATE GARDEN BASIL AS IF THERE WERE NOTHING MORE PERNICIOUS. AND AGAIN, AMONGST ANIMALS, MICE AND WEASELS DO DISAGREE; WHENCE IT IS SAID THAT MICE WILL NOT TOUCH CHEESE IF THE BRAINS OF A WEASEL BE PUT IN THE RENNET, AND BESIDES THAT THE CHEESE WILL NOT BE CORRUPT WITH AGE. SO, A LIZARD IS SO CONTRARY TO SCORPIONS THAT IT MAKES THEM AFRAID WITH ITS VERY SIGHT, AS ALSO IT PUTS THEM INTO A COLD SWEAT; THEREFORE, THEY ARE KILLED WITH THE OIL OF LIZARDS, WHICH OIL ALSO CURES THE WOUNDS MADE BY SCORPIONS. THERE IS ALSO AN ENMITY BETWIXT SCORPIONS AND MICE; WHEREFORE IF A MOUSE BE APPLIED TO A PRICK OR WOUND MADE BY A SCORPION, IT CURES IT, AS IT IS REPORTED. THERE IS ALSO AN ENMITY BETWIXT SCORPIONS AND STALABORS, ASPS AND WASPS. IT IS REPORTED, ALSO THAT NO THING IS SO MUCH AN ENEMY TO SNAKES AS CRABS, AND THAT IF SWINE BE HURT THEREWITH, THEY EAT THEM AND ARE CURED. THE SUN, ALSO BEING IN CANCER, SERPENTS ARE TORMENTED. ALSO, SCORPION AND CROCODILE KILL ONE THE OTHER; AND IF THE BIRD IBIS DOTH BUT TOUCH A CROCODILE WITH ONE OF HIS FEATHERS, HE MAKES HIM IMMOVABLE. THE BIRD CALLED BUSTARD FLIES AWAY AT THE SIGHT OF A HORSE, AND A HART RUNS AWAY AT THE SIGHT OF A RAM, AS ALSO A VIPER. AN ELEPHANT TREMBLES AT THE HEARING OF THE GRUNTING OF A HOG, SO DOTH A LION AT THE SIGHT OF A COCK; AND PANTHERS WILL NOT TOUCH THEM THAT ARE ANOINTED ALL OVER WITH THE BROTH OF A HEN, ESPECIALLY IF GARLIC HATH BEEN BOILED IN IT. THERE IS ALSO ENMITY BETWIXT FOXES AND SWANS, BULLS AND JACKDAWS. AMONGST BIRDS, ALSO, SOME ARE AT PERPETUAL STRIFE ONE WITH ANOTHER, AS ALSO WITH OTHER ANIMALS, AS JACKDAWS AND OWLS, THE KITE AND CROWS, THE TURTLE AND RING-TAIL, EGEPIS AND EAGLES, HARTS AND DRAGONS. ALSO, AMONGST WATER ANIMALS THERE IS ENMITY, AS BETWIXT DOLPHINS AND WHIRLPOOLS, MULLETS AND PIKES, LAMPREYS AND CONGERS. ALSO, THE FISH CALLED POURCONTREL MAKES THE LOBSTER SO MUCH AFRAID THAT THE LOBSTER SEEING THE OTHER BUT NEAR HIM, IS STRUCK DEAD. THE LOBSTER AND CONGER TEAR ONE THE OTHER. THE CIVET CAT IS SAID TO STAND SO IN AWE OF THE PANTHER THAT HE HATH NO POWER TO RESIST HIM OR TOUCH HIS SKIN; AND THEY SAY THAT IF THE SKINS OF BOTH OF THEM BE HANGED UP ONE AGAINST THE OTHER, THE HAIRS OF THE PANTHER'S SKIN FALL OFF. AND ORUS APOLLO SAITH IN HIS HIEROGLYPHICS, IF ANY ONE BE, GIRT ABOUT WITH THE SKIN OF THE CIVET CAT THAT HE MAY PASS SAFELY THROUGH THE MIDDLE OF HIS ENEMIES AND NOT AT ALL BE AFRAID. ALSO, THE LAMB IS VERY MUCH AFRAID OF THE WOLF AND FLIES FROM HIM. AND THEY SAY THAT IF THE TAIL OR SKIN OR HEAD OF A WOLF BE HANGED UPON THE SHEEP-COAT THE SHEEP ARE MUCH TROUBLED AND CANNOT EAT THEIR MEAT FOR FEAR. AND PLINY MAKES MENTION OF A BIRD, CALLED MARLIN, THAT BREAKS CROWS’ EGGS, WHOSE YOUNG ARE SO ANNOYED BY THE FOX THAT SHE ALSO WILL PINCH AND PULL THE FOX'S WHELPS, AND THE FOX HERSELF ALSO; WHICH WHEN THE CROWS SEE, THEY HELP THE FOX AGAINST HER, AS AGAINST A COMMON ENEMY. THE LITTLE BIRD CALLED A LINNET, LIVING IN THISTLES, HATES ASSES, BECAUSE THEY EAT THE FLOWERS OF THISTLES. ALSO, THERE IS SUCH A BITTER ENMITY BETWIXT THE LITTLE BIRD CALLED EASLON AND THE ASS THAT THEIR BLOOD WILL NOT MIX TOGETHER, AND THAT AT THE BRAYING OF THE ASS BOTH THE EGGS AND YOUNG OF THE EASLON PERISH. THERE IS ALSO SUCH A DISAGREEMENT BETWIXT THE OLIVE-TREE AND A WANTON, THAT IF SHE, PLANT IT, IT WILL EITHER BE ALWAYS UNFRUITFUL OR ALTOGETHER WITHER. A LION FEARS NOTHING SO MUCH AS FIRED TORCHES, AND WILL BE TAMED BY NOTHING SO MUCH AS BY THESE; AND THE WOLF FEARS NEITHER SWORD NOR SPEAR, BUT A STONE—BY THE THROWING OF WHICH, A WOUND BEING MADE, WORMS BREED IN THE WOLF. A HORSE FEARS A CAMEL SO THAT HE CANNOT ENDURE TO SEE SO MUCH AS HIS PICTURE. AN ELEPHANT, WHEN HE RAGES, IS QUIETED BY SEEING A COCK. A SNAKE IS AFRAID OF A MAN THAT IS NAKED, BUT PURSUES A MAN THAT IS CLOTHED. A MAD BULL IS TAMED BY BEING TIED TO A FIG-TREE. AMBER DRAWS ALL THINGS TO IT BESIDES GARDEN BASIL AND THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE SMEARED WITH OIL, BETWIXT WHICH THERE IS A KIND OF A NATURAL ANTIPATHY.
CHAPTER XIX.
HOW THE VIRTUES OF THINGS ARE TO BE TRIED AND FOUND OUT, WHICH ARE IN THEM SPECIALLY, OR IN ANY ONE INDIVIDUAL BY WAY OF SPECIAL GIFT.
MOREOVER, THOU MUST CONSIDER THAT THE VIRTUES OF THINGS ARE IN SOME THINGS ACCORDING TO THE SPECIES, AS BOLDNESS AND COURAGE IN A LION AND COCK, FEARFULNESS IN A HARE OR LAMB, RAVENOUSNESS IN A WOLF, TREACHERY AND DECEITFULNESS IN A FOX, FLATTERY IN A DOG, COVETOUSNESS IN A CROW AND JACKDAW, PRIDE IN A HORSE, ANGER IN A TIGER AND BOAR, SADNESS AND MELANCHOLY IN A CAT, LUST IN A SPARROW, AND SO OF THE REST. FOR THE GREATEST PART OF NATURAL VIRTUES DOTH FOLLOW THE SPECIES. YET SOME ARE IN THINGS INDIVIDUALLY; AS THERE BE SOME MEN WHICH DO SO WONDERFULLY ABHOR THE SIGHT OF A CAT THAT THEY CANNOT LOOK UPON HER WITHOUT QUAKING; WHICH FEAR, IT IS MANIFEST, IS NOT IN THEM, AS THEY ARE MEN. AND AVICEN TELLS OF A MAN THAT LIVED IN HIS TIME, WHOM ALL POISONOUS THINGS DID SHUN, ALL OF THEM DYING WHICH DID BY CHANCE BITE HIM, HE HIMSELF NOT BEING HURT; AND ALBERTUS REPORTS THAT IN A CITY OF THE UBIANS HE SAW A WENCH WHO WOULD CATCH SPIDERS TO EAT THEM, AND BEING MUCH PLEASED WITH SUCH A KIND OF MEAT, WAS WONDERFULLY NOURISHED THEREWITH. SO IS BOLDNESS IN A WANTON, AND FEARFULNESS IN A THIEF. AND UPON THIS ACCOUNT IT IS THAT PHILOSOPHERS SAY THAT ANY PARTICULAR THING THAT NEVER WAS SICK IS GOOD AGAINST ANY MANNER OF SICKNESS; THEREFORE, THEY SAY THAT A BONE OF A DEAD MAN, WHO NEVER HAD A FEVER, BEING LAID UPON THE PATIENT, FREES HIM OF HIS QUARTAN. THERE ARE ALSO MANY SINGULAR VIRTUES INFUSED INTO PARTICULAR THINGS BY CELESTIAL BODIES, AS WE HAVE SHEWED BEFORE.
CHAPTER XX.
THE NATURAL VIRTUES ARE IN SOME THINGS THROUGHOUT THEIR WHOLE SUBSTANCE, AND IN OTHER THINGS IN CERTAIN PARTS AND MEMBERS.
AGAIN THOU MUST CONSIDER THAT THE VIRTUES OF THINGS ARE IN SOME THINGS IN THE WHOLE, THE WHOLE SUBSTANCE OF THEM, OR IN ALL THEIR PARTS, AS THAT LITTLE FISH ECHENEIS, WHICH IS SAID TO STOP A SHIP BY ITS MERE TOUCH; THIS IT DOTH NOT DO ACCORDING TO ANY PARTICULAR PART, BUT ACCORDING TO THE WHOLE SUBSTANCE. SO, THE CIVET CAT HATH THIS IN ITS WHOLE SUBSTANCE, THAT DOGS, BY THE VERY TOUCH OF HIS SHADOW, HOLD THEIR PEACE. SO SALENDINE IS GOOD FOR THE SIGHT, NOT ACCORDING TO ANY ONE BUT ALL ITS PARTS; NOT MORE IN THE ROOT THAN IN THE LEAVES AND SEEDS, AND SO OF THE REST. BUT SOME VIRTUES ARE IN THINGS ACCORDING TO SOME PARTS OF IT, VIZ., ONLY IN THE TONGUE, OR EYES, OR SOME OTHER MEMBERS AND PARTS; SO, IN THE EYES OF A BASILISK IS A MOST VIOLENT POWER TO KILL MEN AS SOON AS THEY SEE THEM. THE LIKE POWER IS THERE IN THE EYES OF THE CIVET CAT, WHICH MAKES ANY ANIMAL THAT IT HATH LOOKED UPON TO STAND STILL, TO BE AMAZED, AND NOT ABLE TO MOVE ITSELF. THE LIKE VIRTUE IS THERE IN THE EYES OF SOME WOLVES, WHO, IF THEY SEE A MAN FIRST, MAKE HIM AMAZED AND SO HOARSE, THAT IF HE WOULD CRY OUT, HE HATH NOT THE USE OF HIS VOICE. OF THIS VIRGIL MAKES MENTION WHEN HE SINGS: MŒRIS IS DUMB, HATH LOST HIS VOICE, AND WHY? THE WOLF ON MŒRIS FIRST HATH CAST HIS EYE. SO, ALSO THERE WERE SOME CERTAIN WOMEN IN SCYTHIA, AND AMONGST THE ILLYRIANS AND TRIBALLIANS, WHO AS OFTEN AS THEY LOOKED ANGRILY UPON ANY MAN, WERE SAID TO SLAY HIM. ALSO, WE READ OF A CERTAIN PEOPLE OF RHODES, CALLED TELCHINES, WHO CORRUPTED ALL THINGS WITH THEIR SIGHT, WHEREFORE JUPITER DROWNED THEM. THEREFORE WITCHES, WHEN THEY WOULD AFTER THIS MANNER WORK BY WITCHCRAFT, USE THE EYES OF SUCH KIND OF ANIMALS IN THEIR WATERS FOR THE EYES, FOR THE LIKE EFFECTS. IN LIKE MANNER DO ANTS FLY FROM THE HEART OF A LAPWING AND NOT FROM THE HEAD, FOOT OR EYES. SO, THE GALL OF LIZARDS, BEING BRUISED IN WATER, IS SAID TO GATHER WEASELS TOGETHER; NOT THE TAIL OR THE HEAD OF IT. THE GALL OF GOATS, PUT INTO THE EARTH IN A BRAZEN VESSEL, GATHERS FROGS TOGETHER; AND A GOAT'S LIVER IS AN ENEMY TO BUTTERFLIES AND ALL MAGGOTS. DOGS SHUN THEM THAT HAVE THE HEART OF A DOG ABOUT THEM; AND FOXES WILL NOT TOUCH THOSE POULTRY THAT HAVE EATEN THE LIVER OF A FOX. SO, DIVERS THINGS HAVE DIVER’S VIRTUES DISPERSED VARIOUSLY THROUGH SEVERAL PARTS, AS THEY ARE FROM ABOVE INFUSED INTO THEM ACCORDING TO THE DIVERSITY OF THINGS TO BE RECEIVED; AS IN A MAN'S BODY THE BONES RECEIVE NOTHING BUT LIFE, THE EYES SIGHT, AND THE EARS HEARING. AND THERE IS IN MAN'S BODY A CERTAIN LITTLE BONE, WHICH THE HEBREWS CALL LVZ, OF THE BIGNESS OF A PULSE THAT IS HUSKED, WHICH IS SUBJECT TO NO CORRUPTION, NEITHER IS IT OVERCOME WITH FIRE, BUT IS ALWAYS PRESERVED UNHURT, OUT OF WHICH, AS THEY SAY, AS A PLANT OUT OF THE SEED, OUR ANIMAL BODIES SHALL IN THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD SPRING UP. AND THESE VIRTUES ARE NOT CLEARED BY REASON, BUT BY EXPERIENCE.
CHAPTER XXI.
OF THE VIRTUES OF THINGS WHICH ARE IN THEM ONLY IN THEIR LIFE TIME, AND SUCH AS REMAIN IN THEM EVEN AFTER THEIR DEATH.
[bookmark: img_09000]MOREOVER, WE MUST KNOW THAT THERE ARE SOME PROPERTIES IN THINGS ONLY WHILST THEY LIVE, AND SOME THAT REMAIN AFTER THEIR DEATH. SO, THE LITTLE FISH ECHENEIS STOPS THE SHIPS, AND THE BASILISK AND CATABLEPA KILL WITH THEIR SIGHT WHEN THEY ARE ALIVE; BUT WHEN THEY ARE DEAD DO NO SUCH THING. SO, THEY SAY THAT IN THE COLIC, IF A LIVE DUCK BE APPLIED TO THE ABDOMEN IT TAKES AWAY THE PAIN AND HERSELF DIES. LIKE TO THIS IS THAT WHICH ARCHYTAS SAYS: IF YOU TAKE A HEART, NEWLY TAKEN OUT OF AN ANIMAL, AND, WHILST IT IS YET WARM, HANG IT UPON ONE THAT HATH A QUARTAN FEVER, IT DRIVES IT AWAY. SO, IF ANY ONE SWALLOW THE HEART OF A LAPWING, OR A SWALLOW, OR A WEASEL, OR A MOLE, WHILST IT IS YET WARM WITH NATURAL HEAT IT SHALL BE HELPFUL TO HIM FOR REMEMBERING, UNDERSTANDING, AND FOR FORETELLING. HENCE IS THIS GENERAL RULE, VIZ.: THAT WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE TAKEN OUT OF ANIMALS, WHETHER THEY BE ANY MEMBER, THE HAIR, NAILS, OR SUCH LIKE, THEY MUST BE TAKEN FROM THOSE ANIMALS WHILST THEY BE YET LIVING; AND, IF IT BE POSSIBLE, THAT SO THEY MAY BE ALIVE AFTERWARDS. WHENCE THEY SAY, WHEN YOU TAKE THE TONGUE OF A FROG, YOU MUST PUT THE FROG INTO THE WATER AGAIN; AND IF YOU TAKE THE TOOTH OF A WOLF, YOU MUST NOT KILL THE WOLF; AND SO, OF THE REST. SO WRITES DEMOCRITUS, IF ANY ONE TAKE OUT THE TONGUE OF A WATER-FROG, YET LIVING, NO OTHER PART OF THE BODY STICKING TO IT, AND SHE BE LET GO INTO THE WATER AGAIN, AND LAY IT UPON THE PLACE WHERE THE HEART BEATS OF A WOMAN, SHE SHALL ANSWER TRULY WHATSOEVER YOU ASK HER. ALSO THEY SAY, THAT IF THE EYES OF A FROG BE BEFORE SUNRISING BOUND TO THE SICK PARTY, AND THE FROG BE LET GO AGAIN, BLIND, INTO THE WATER, THEY WILL DRIVE AWAY TERTIAN AGUE; AS ALSO THAT THEY WILL, BEING BOUND WITH THE FLESH OF A NIGHTINGALE IN THE SKIN OF A HART, KEEP ONE ALWAYS WATCHFUL WITHOUT SLEEP. ALSO, THE RAY OF THE FORK-FISH, BEING BOUND TO THE NAVEL, IS SAID TO MAKE A WOMAN HAVE AN EASY TRAVAIL, IF THE RAY BE TAKEN FROM THE FISH ALIVE AND IT PUT INTO THE SEA AGAIN. SO, THEY SAY THE RIGHT EYE OF A SERPENT, BEING APPLIED, DOTH HELP THE WATERING OF THE EYES IF THE SERPENT BE LET GO ALIVE. AND THERE IS A CERTAIN FISH OR GREAT SERPENT, CALLED MYRUS, WHOSE EYE, IF IT BE PULLED OUT, AND BOUND TO THE FOREHEAD OF THE PATIENT, IS SAID TO CURE THE INFLAMMATION OF THE EYES; AND THAT THE EYE OF THE FISH GROWS AGAIN; AND THAT HE IS TAKEN BLIND WHO WILL NOT LET THE FISH GO. ALSO, THE TEETH OF ALL SERPENTS, BEING TAKEN OUT WHILST THEY ARE ALIVE, AND HANGED ABOUT THE PATIENT, ARE SAID TO CURE THE QUARTAN. SO DOTH THE TOOTH OF A MOLE, TAKEN OUT WHILST SHE IS ALIVE, BEING AFTERWARDS LET GO, CURE THE TOOTHACHE; AND DOGS WILL NOT BARK AT THOSE THAT HAVE THE TAIL OF A WEASEL THAT IS ESCAPED. AND DEMOCRITUS RELATES THAT THE TONGUE OF A CHAMELEON, IF IT BE TAKEN FROM HER ALIVE, DOTH CONDUCE TO A GOOD SUCCESS IN TRIALS, AND IS PROFITABLE FOR WOMEN THAT ARE IN TRAVAIL, IF IT BE ABOUT THE OUTSIDE OF THE HOUSE, FOR YOU MUST TAKE HEED THAT IT BE NOT BROUGHT INTO THE HOUSE, BECAUSE THAT WOULD BE MOST DANGEROUS. MOREOVER, THERE BE SOME PROPERTIES THAT REMAIN AFTER DEATH, AND OF THESE THE PLATONISTS SAY, THAT THEY ARE THINGS IN WHICH THE IDEA OF THE MATTER IS LESS SWALLOWED UP. IN THESE, EVEN AFTER DEATH, THAT WHICH IS IMMORTAL IN THEM DOTH NOT CEASE TO WORK WONDERFUL THINGS. SO, IN THE HERBS AND PLANTS, PULLED ASUNDER--- 
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GRAND SOLAR MAN.
---AND DRIED, THAT VIRTUE IS QUICK AND OPERATIVE WHICH WAS INFUSED AT FIRST INTO THEM BY THE IDEA. THENCE IT IS THAT AS THE EAGLE ALL HER LIFE TIME DOTH OVERCOME ALL OTHER BIRDS, SO ALSO HER FEATHERS, AFTER HER DEATH, DESTROY AND CONSUME THE FEATHERS OF ALL OTHER BIRDS. UPON THE SAME ACCOUNT DOTH A LION'S SKIN DESTROY ALL OTHER SKINS; AND THE SKIN OF THE CIVET CAT DESTROYS THE SKIN OF THE PANTHER; AND THE SKIN OF A WOLF CORRODES THE SKIN OF A LAMB. AND SOME OF THESE DO NOT DO IT BY WAY OF A CORPOREAL CONTACT, BUT ALSO SOMETIMES BY THEIR VERY SOUND. SO, A DRUM MADE OF THE SKIN OF A WOLF MAKES A DRUM MADE OF A LAMB-SKIN NOT SO SOUND. ALSO A DRUM MADE OF THE SKIN OF THE FISH CALLED ROCHET DRIVES AWAY ALL CREEPING THINGS, AT WHAT DISTANCE SOEVER THE SOUND OF IT IS HEARD; AND THE STRINGS OF AN INSTRUMENT MADE OF THE INTESTINES OF A WOLF, AND BEING STRUNG UPON A HARP OR LUTE WITH STRINGS MADE OF THE INTESTINES OF A SHEEP, WILL MAKE NO HARMONY.
CHAPTER XXII.
HOW INFERIOR THINGS ARE SUBJECTED TO SUPERIOR BODIES, AND HOW THE BODIES, THE ACTIONS, AND DISPOSITIONS OF MEN ARE ASCRIBED TO STARS AND SIGNS.
IT IS MANIFEST THAT ALL THINGS INFERIOR ARE SUBJECT TO THE SUPERIOR, AND AFTER A MANNER (AS SAITH PROCLUS) THEY ARE ONE IN THE OTHER, VIZ., IN INFERIORS ARE SUPERIOR AND IN SUPERIORS ARE INFERIOR: SO IN THE HEAVEN ARE THINGS TERRESTRIAL, BUT AS IN THEIR CAUSE, AND IN A CELESTIAL MANNER; AND IN THE EARTH ARE THINGS CELESTIAL, BUT AFTER A TERRESTRIAL MANNER, AS IN AN EFFECT. SO, WE SAY THAT THERE BE HERE CERTAIN THINGS WHICH ARE SOLARY AND CERTAIN WHICH ARE LUNARY, IN WHICH THE SUN AND MOON MAKE A STRONG IMPRESSION OF THEIR VIRTUES. WHENCE IT IS THAT THESE, KIND OF THINGS RECEIVE MORE OPERATIONS AND PROPERTIES, LIKE TO THOSE OF THE STARS AND SIGNS WHICH THEY ARE UNDER. SO, WE KNOW THAT SOLARY THINGS RESPECT THE HEART AND HEAD BY REASON THAT LEO IS THE HOUSE OF THE SUN, AND ARIES THE EXALTATION OF THE SUN. SO, THINGS UNDER MARS ARE GOOD FOR THE HEAD AND SECRETS BY REASON OF ARIES AND SCORPIO. HENCE, THEY WHOSE SENSES FAIL AND HEADS ACHE BY REASON OF DRUNKENNESS, FIND COLD WATER AND VINEGAR GOOD TO BATHE THE HEAD AND SECRETS. BUT IN REFERENCE TO THESE IT IS NECESSARY TO KNOW HOW MAN'S BODY IS DISTRIBUTED TO PLANETS AND SIGNS. KNOW, THEREFORE, THAT ACCORDING TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE ARABIANS, THE SUN RULES OVER THE BRAIN, HEART, THE THIGH, THE MARROW, THE RIGHT EYE, AND THE SPIRIT; ALSO THE TONGUE, THE MOUTH, AND THE REST OF THE ORGANS OF THE SENSES, AS WELL INTERNAL AS EXTERNAL; ALSO THE HANDS, FEET, LEGS, NERVES, AND THE POWER OF IMAGINATION. THAT MERCURY RULES OVER THE SPLEEN, STOMACH, BLADDER, WOMB, AND RIGHT EAR, AS ALSO THE FACULTY OF THE COMMON SENSE. THAT SATURN RULES OVER THE LIVER AND FLESHY PART OF THE STOMACH. THAT JUPITER RULES OVER THE ABDOMEN AND NAVEL, WHENCE IT IS WRITTEN BY THE ANCIENTS, THAT THE EFFIGY OF A NAVEL WAS LAID UP IN THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER HAMMON. ALSO, SOME ATTRIBUTE TO HIM THE RIBS, BREASTS, BOWELS, BLOOD, ARMS, AND THE RIGHT HAND AND LEFT EAR, AND THE POWERS NATURAL. AND SOME SET MARS OVER THE BLOOD, THE VEINS, THE KIDNEYS, THE BAG OF THE GALL, THE BUTTOCKS, THE BACK, MOTION OF THE SPERM, AND THE IRASCIBLE POWER. AGAIN THEY SET VENUS OVER THE KIDNEYS, THE SECRETS, THE WOMB, THE SEED, AND CONCUPISCIBLE POWER; AS ALSO THE FLESH, FAT, BELLY, BREAST, NAVEL, AND THE VENEREAL PARTS AND SUCH AS SERVE THERETO; AS ALSO THE OS SACRUM, THE BACK-BONE, AND LOINS; AS ALSO THE HEAD, AND THE MOUTH, WITH WHICH THEY GIVE A KISS AS A TOKEN OF LOVE. NOW THE MOON, ALTHOUGH SHE MAY CHALLENGE THE WHOLE BODY, AND EVERY MEMBER THEREOF ACCORDING TO THE VARIETY OF THE SIGNS, YET MORE PARTICULARLY THEY ASCRIBE TO HER THE BRAIN, LUNGS, MARROW OF THE BACKBONE, THE STOMACH, THE MENSTRUAL AND EXCRETORY PARTS, AND THE LEFT EYE, AS ALSO THE POWER OF INCREASING. BUT [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] HERMES SAITH: THAT THERE ARE SEVEN HOLES IN THE HEAD OF AN ANIMAL, DISTRIBUTED TO THE SEVEN PLANETS, VIZ.: THE RIGHT EAR TO SATURN, THE LEFT TO JUPITER, THE RIGHT NOSTRIL TO MARS, THE LEFT TO VENUS, THE RIGHT EYE TO THE SUN, THE LEFT TO THE MOON, AND THE MOUTH TO MERCURY. THE SEVERAL SIGNS, ALSO, OF THE ZODIAC TAKE CARE OF THEIR MEMBERS: SO ARIES GOVERNS THE HEAD AND FACE; TAURUS, THE NECK; GEMINI, THE ARMS AND SHOULDERS; CANCER, THE BREAST, LUNGS, STOMACH AND ARMS; LEO, THE HEART, STOMACH, LIVER AND BACK; VIRGO, THE BOWELS AND BOTTOM OF THE STOMACH; LIBRA, THE KIDNEYS, THIGHS AND BUTTOCKS; SCORPIUS, THE SECRETS; SAGITTARIUS, THE THIGHS AND GROINS; CAPRICORNUS, THE KNEES; AQUARIUS, THE LEGS AND SHINS; PISCES, THE FEET. AND AS THE TRIPLICITIES OF THESE SIGNS ANSWER ONE THE OTHER, AND AGREE IN CELESTIALS, SO ALSO THEY AGREE IN THE MEMBERS; WHICH IS SUFFICIENTLY MANIFEST BY EXPERIENCE, BECAUSE WITH THE COLDNESS OF THE FEET THE BELLY AND BREAST ARE AFFECTED, WHICH MEMBERS ANSWER THE SAME TRIPLICITY; WHENCE IT IS, IF A MEDICINE BE APPLIED TO THE ONE IT HELPS THE OTHER, AS BY THE WARMING OF THE FEET THE PAIN OF THE BELLY CEASES. REMEMBER, THEREFORE, THIS ORDER, AND KNOW THAT THINGS WHICH ARE UNDER ANY ONE OF THE PLANETS HAVE A CERTAIN PARTICULAR ASPECT OR INCLINATION TO THOSE MEMBERS THAT ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THAT PLANET, AND ESPECIALLY TO THE HOUSES AND EXALTATION'S THEREOF. FOR THE REST OF THE DIGNITIES, AS THOSE TRIPLICITIES AND MARKS AND FACE, ARE OF LITTLE ACCOUNT IN THIS. UPON THIS ACCOUNT, THEREFORE, PEONY, BALM, CLOVE-GILLY-FLOWERS, CITRON-PEEL, SWEET-MARJORAM, CINNAMON, SAFFRON, LIGNUM ALOES, FRANKINCENSE, AMBER, MUSK, AND MYRRH HELP THE HEAD AND HEART, BY REASON OF THE SUN AND ARIES AND LEO. SO DOTH RIBWORT, THE HERB OF MARS, HELP THE HEAD AND SECRETS BY REASON OF ARIES AND SCORPIO; AND SO, OF THE REST. ALSO, ALL THINGS UNDER SATURN CONDUCE TO SADNESS AND MELANCHOLY; THOSE UNDER JUPITER TO MIRTH AND HONOR; THOSE UNDER MARS TO BOLDNESS, CONTENTION AND ANGER; THOSE UNDER THE SUN TO GLORY, VICTORY AND COURAGE; THOSE UNDER VENUS TO LOVE, LUST AND CONCUPISCENCE; THOSE UNDER MERCURY TO ELOQUENCE; THOSE UNDER THE MOON TO A COMMON LIFE. ALSO ALL THE ACTIONS AND DISPOSITIONS OF MEN ARE DISTRIBUTED ACCORDING TO THE PLANETS; FOR SATURN GOVERNS OLD MEN, MONKS, MELANCHOLY MEN, AND HIDDEN TREASURES AND THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE OBTAINED WITH LONG JOURNEYS AND DIFFICULTY; BUT JUPITER GOVERNS THOSE THAT ARE RELIGIOUS, PRELATES, KINGS AND DUKES, AND SUCH KIND OF GAINS THAT ARE GOT LAWFULLY; MARS RULES OVER BARBERS, CHIRURGEONS, PHYSICIANS, SERGEANTS, BUTCHERS EXECUTIONERS, ALL THAT MAKE FIRES, BAKERS, AND SOLDIERS, WHO ARE EVERY WHERE CALLED MARTIAL MEN. ALSO DO THE OTHER STARS SIGNIFY THEIR OFFICE, AS THEY ARE DESCRIBED IN THE BOOKS OF ASTROLOGERS.
CHAPTER XXIII.
HOW WE SHALL KNOW WHAT STARS NATURAL THINGS ARE UNDER, AND WHAT THINGS ARE UNDER THE SUN, WHICH ARE CALLED SOLARY.
[bookmark: img_09800]NOW IT IS VERY HARD TO KNOW WHAT STAR OR SIGN EVERY THING IS UNDER; YET IT IS KNOWN THROUGH THE IMITATION OF THEIR RAYS, OR MOTION, OR FIGURE OF THE SUPERIORS. ALSO, SOME OF THEM ARE KNOWN BY THEIR COLORS AND ODORS; ALSO, SOME BY THE EFFECTS OF THEIR OPERATIONS, ANSWERING TO SOME STARS. SO, THEN, SOLARY THINGS, OR THINGS UNDER THE POWER OF THE SUN, ARE AMONGST ELEMENTS, THE LUCID FLAME; IN THE HUMORS, THE PURER BLOOD AND SPIRIT OF LIFE; AMONGST TASTES, THAT WHICH IS QUICK, MIXED WITH SWEETNESS; AMONGST METALS, GOLD, BY REASON OF ITS SPLENDOR, AND ITS RECEIVING THAT FROM THE SUN WHICH MAKES IT CORDIAL; AND AMONGST STONES, THEY WHICH RESEMBLE THE RAYS OF THE SUN BY THEIR GOLDEN SPARKLING’S, AS DOTH THE GLITTERING STONE AETITES, WHICH HATH POWER AGAINST THE FALLING SICKNESS AND POISONS. SO ALSO, THE STONE WHICH IS CALLED THE EYE OF THE SUN, BEING OF A FIGURE LIKE TO THE APPLE OF THE EYE, FROM THE MIDDLE WHEREOF SHINES FORTH A RAY; IT COMFORTS THE BRAIN AND STRENGTHENS THE SIGHT. SO, THE CARBUNCLE, WHICH SHINES BY NIGHT, HATH A VIRTUE AGAINST ALL AIRY AND VAPOROUS POISON. SO, THE CHRYSOLITE STONE, WHICH IS OF A LIGHT GREEN COLOR, IN WHICH, WHEN IT IS HELD AGAINST THE SUN, THERE SHINES FORTH A GOLDEN STAR; AND THIS COMFORTS THOSE PARTS THAT SERVE FOR BREATHING, AND HELPS THOSE THAT BE ASTHMATICAL; AND IF IT BE BORED THROUGH, AND THE HOLE FILLED WITH THE MANE OF AN ASS, AND BOUND TO THE LEFT ARM, IT DRIVES AWAY IDLE IMAGINATIONS AND MELANCHOLY FEARS, AND PUTS AWAY FOOLISHNESS. SO THE STONE CALLED IRIS, WHICH IS LIKE CRYSTAL IN COLOR, BEING OFTEN FOUND WITH SIX CORNERS; WHEN, UNDER SOME ROOF, PART OF IT IS HELD AGAINST THE RAYS OF THE SUN AND THE OTHER PART IS HELD IN THE SHADOW, IT GATHERS THE RAYS OF THE SUN INTO ITSELF, WHICH, WHILST IT SENDS THEM FORTH, BY WAY OF REFLECTION, MAKES A RAINBOW APPEAR ON THE OPPOSITE WALL. ALSO THE STONE HELIOTROPE, GREEN LIKE THE JASPER OR EMERALD, BESET WITH RED SPECKS, MAKES A MAN CONSTANT, RENOWNED AND FAMOUS; ALSO IT CONDUCES TO LONG LIFE; AND THE VIRTUE OF IT, INDEED, IS MOST WONDERFUL UPON THE BEAMS OF THE SUN, WHICH IT IS SAID TO TURN INTO BLOOD, TO APPEAR OF THE COLOR OF BLOOD, AS IF THE SUN WERE ECLIPSED, VIZ., WHEN IT IS JOINED TO THE JUICE OF A HERB OF THE SAME NAME, AND BE PUT INTO A VESSEL OF WATER. THERE IS ALSO ANOTHER VIRTUE OF IT MORE WONDERFUL, AND THAT IS UPON THE EYES OF MEN, WHOSE SIGHT IT DOTH SO DIM AND DAZZLE THAT IT DOTH NOT SUFFER HIM THAT CARRIES IT TO SEE IT, AND THIS IT DOTH NOT DO WITHOUT THE HELP OF THE HERB OF THE SAME NAME, WHICH ALSO IS CALLED HELIOTROPE, FOLLOWING THE SUN. THESE VIRTUES DOTH ALBERTUS MAGNUS AND WILLIAM OF PARIS CONFIRM IN THEIR WRITINGS. THE STONE HYACINTH ALSO HATH A VIRTUE FROM THE SUN AGAINST POISONS AND PESTIFEROUS VAPORS; IT MAKES HIM THAT CARRIES IT TO BE SAFE AND ACCEPTABLE; IT CONDUCES ALSO TO RICHES AND WIT; IT STRENGTHENS THE HEART; BEING HELD IN THE MOUTH IT DOTH WONDERFULLY CHEER UP THE MIND. ALSO THERE IS THE STONE PYROPHYLUS, OF A RED MIXTURE, WHICH ALBERTUS MAGNUS SAITH ÆSCULAPIUS MAKES MENTION OF IN ONE OF HIS EPISTLES UNTO OCTAVIUS AUGUSTUS, SAYING THAT THERE IS A CERTAIN POISON SO WONDERFULLY COLD, WHICH PRESERVES THE HEART OF MAN (BEING TAKEN OUT) FROM BURNING, SO THAT IF FOR ANY TIME IT BE PUT INTO THE FIRE IT IS TURNED INTO A STONE, AND THIS IS THAT STONE WHICH IS CALLED PYROPHYLUS, FROM THE FIRE. IT HATH A WONDERFUL VIRTUE AGAINST POISON, AND IT MAKES HIM THAT CARRIES IT TO BE RENOWNED AND DREADFUL TO HIS ENEMIES. BUT, ABOVE ALL, THAT STONE IS MOST SOLARY WHICH APOLLONIUS IS REPORTED TO HAVE FOUND, AND WHICH IS CALLED PANTAURA, WHICH DRAWS OTHER STONES TO IT, AS THE LOADSTONE DOTH IRON, AND IS MOST POWERFUL AGAINST ALL POISONS. IT IS CALLED BY SOME PANTHERUS, BECAUSE IT IS SPOTTED LIKE THE BEAST CALLED THE PANTHER. IT IS THEREFORE ALSO CALLED PANTOCHRAS, BECAUSE IT CONTAINS ALL COLORS, AND AARON CALLS IT EVANTHUM. THERE ARE ALSO OTHER SOLARY STONES, AS THE TOPAZIUS, CHRYSOPASSUS, THE RUBINE, AND BALAGIUS. SO ALSO, IS AURIPIGMENTUM, AND THINGS OF A GOLDEN COLOR AND VERY LUCID. AMONGST PLANTS, ALSO, AND TREES, THOSE ARE SOLARY WHICH TURN TOWARDS THE SUN, AS THE MARIGOLD, AND THOSE WHICH FOLD IN THEIR LEAVES WHEN THE SUN IS NEAR UPON SETTING, BUT WHEN IT RISES UNFOLD THEIR LEAVES BY LITTLE AND LITTLE. THE LOTE-TREE ALSO IS SOLARY, AS IS MANIFEST BY THE FIGURE OF THE FRUIT AND LEAVES. SO IS PEONY, SALLENDINE, BALM, GINGER, GENTIAN, AND DITTANY; AND VERVAIN, WHICH IS OF USE IN PROPHESYING AND EXPIATIONS, AS ALSO DRIVING AWAY EVIL-SPIRITS. THE BAY-TREE ALSO IS CONSECRATED TO PHŒBUS, SO IS THE CEDAR, THE PALM-TREE, THE ASH, THE IVY AND VINE, AND WHATSOEVER REPEL POISONS AND LIGHTNINGS, AND THOSE THINGS WHICH NEVER FEAR FOR THE EXTREMITIES OF THE WINTER. SOLARY ALSO ARE MINT, MASTIC, ZEDOARY, SAFFRON, BALSAM, AMBER, MUSK, YELLOW HONEY, LIGNUM ALOES, CLOVES, CINNAMON, CALAMUS, AROMATICUS, PEPPER, FRANKINCENSE, SWEET-MARJORAM, ALSO LIBANOTIS, WHICH ORPHEUS CALLS THE SWEET PERFUME OF THE SUN. ALSO, AMONGST ANIMALS THOSE ARE CALLED SOLARY WHICH ARE MAGNANIMOUS, COURAGEOUS, AMBITIOUS OF VICTORY AND RENOWN—AS THE LION, KING OF BEASTS; THE CROCODILE, THE SPOTTED WOLF, THE RAM, THE BOAR; THE BULL, KING OF THE HERD, WHICH WAS BY THE EGYPTIANS AT HELIOPOLIS DEDICATED TO THE SUN, WHICH THEY CALLED VERITES; AND AN OX WAS CONSECRATED TO APIS IN MEMPHIS, AND 
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IN HERMINTHUS A BULL BY THE NAME OF PATHIS. THE WOLF, ALSO, WAS CONSECRATED TO APOLLO AND LATONA. ALSO, THE BEAST CALLED BABOON IS SOLARY, WHICH TWELVE TIMES IN A DAY (VIZ., EVERY HOUR) BARKS AND IN TIME OF ÆQUINOCTIUM MICTURATETH TWELVE TIMES EVERY HOUR; THE SAME ALSO IT DOTH IN THE NIGHT, WHENCE THE EGYPTIANS DID ENGRAVE HIM UPON THEIR FOUNTAINS. ALSO, AMONGST BIRDS, THESE ARE SOLARY: THE PHOENIX, BEING BUT ONE OF THAT KIND; AND THE EAGLE, THE QUEEN OF BIRDS; ALSO THE VULTURE, THE SWAN, AND THOSE WHICH SING AT THE RISING SUN AND, AS IT WERE, CALL UPON IT TO RISE, AS THE COCK AND CROW; ALSO THE HAWK, WHICH BECAUSE IT, IN THE DIVINITY OF THE EGYPTIANS, IS AN EMBLEM OF THE SPIRIT AND LIGHT, IS BY PORPHYRIUS RECKONED AMONGST THE SOLARY BIRDS. MOREOVER, ALL SUCH THINGS AS HAVE SOME RESEMBLANCE OF THE WORKS OF THE SUN, AS WORMS SHINING IN THE NIGHT, AND THE BEETLE. ALSO, ACCORDING TO APPIOUS’ INTERPRETATION, SUCH THINGS WHOSE EYES ARE CHANGED ACCORDING TO THE COURSE OF THE SUN ARE ACCOUNTED SOLARY; AND THINGS WHICH COME OF THEM. AND AMONGST FISH, THE SEA-CALF IS CHIEFLY SOLARY, WHO DOTH RESIST LIGHTNING; ALSO SHELL-FISH AND THE FISH CALLED PULMO, BOTH OF WHICH SHINE IN THE NIGHT; AND THE FISH CALLED STELLA, FOR HIS PARCHING HEAT; AND THE FISH CALLED STROMBI THAT FOLLOW THEIR KING; AND MARGARI, WHICH ALSO HAVE A KING, AND, BEING DRIED, ARE HARDENED INTO A STONE OF A GOLDEN COLOR. 
CHAPTER XXIV.
WHAT THINGS ARE LUNARY, OR UNDER THE POWER OF THE MOON.
THESE THINGS ARE LUNARY, AMONGST THE ELEMENTS, VIZ.: THE EARTH, THEN THE WATER, AS WELL THAT OF THE SEA AS OF THE RIVERS; AND ALL MOIST THINGS, AS THE MOISTURE OF TREES AND ANIMALS, ESPECIALLY THEY WHICH ARE WHITE, AS THE WHITES OF EGGS, FAT, SWEAT, PHLEGM, AND THE SUPERFLUITIES OF BODIES. AMONGST TASTES, SALT AND INSIPID; AMONGST METALS, SILVER; AMONGST STONES, CRYSTAL, THE SILVER MARCASITE, AND ALL THOSE STONES THAT ARE WHITE AND GREEN. ALSO, THE STONE SELENITE (THE MOON, LUNARY), SHINING FROM A WHITE BODY, WITH A YELLOW BRIGHTNESS; IMITATING THE MOTION OF THE MOON, BY HAVING IN IT THE FIGURE OF THE MOON, WHICH DAILY INCREASES OR DECREASES AS DOTH THE MOON. ALSO, PEARLS, WHICH ARE GENERATED IN SHELLS OF FISHES, AND STALACTITES, FORMED FROM THE DROPPINGS OF WATER; ALSO, THE BERYL, OR AQUA-MARINE, GREENISH AND SIX-SIDED. AMONGST PLANTS AND TREES, THESE ARE LUNARY, AS THE SELENOTROPION, WHICH TURNS TOWARDS THE MOON AS DOTH THE HELIOTROPION TOWARDS THE SUN; AND THE PALM-TREE, WHICH SENDS FORTH A BOUGH AT EVERY RISING OF THE NEW MOON. HYSSOP, ALSO, AND ROSEMARY, AGNUS CASTUS, AND THE OLIVE-TREE, ARE LUNARY. ALSO, THE HERB CHINOSTA, WHICH INCREASES AND DECREASES WITH THE MOON, VIZ., IN SUBSTANCE AND NUMBER OF LEAVES, NOT ONLY IN SAP BUT IN VIRTUE—WHICH, INDEED, IS IN SOME SORT COMMON TO ALL PLANTS, EXCEPT ONIONS, WHICH LAST ARE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF MARS, AND HAVE CONTRARY PROPERTIES. AS AMONGST FLYING THINGS THE SATURNINE BIRD CALLED A QUAIL IS A GREAT ENEMY OF THE MOON AND SUN, LU-NARY ANIMALS ARE SUCH AS DELIGHT TO BE IN MAN'S COMPANY, AND SUCH AS DO NATURALLY EXCEL IN LOVE OR HATRED, AS ALL KINDS OF DOGS. THE CHAMELEON ALSO IS LUNARY, WHICH ALWAYS ASSUMES A COLOR ACCORDING TO THE VARIETY OF THE COLOR OF THE OBJECT—AS THE MOON CHANGES HER NATURE ACCORDING TO THE VARIETY OF THE SIGN WHICH IT IS FOUND IN. LUNARY ALSO ARE SWINE, HINDS, GOATS, AND ALL THOSE ANIMALS, WHATSOEVER, THAT OBSERVE AND IMITATE THE MOTION OF THE MOON, AS THE BABOON, AND THE PANTHER, WHICH IS SAID TO HAVE A SPOT UPON HER SHOULDER LIKE THE MOON, INCREASING INTO A ROUNDNESS AND HAVING HORNS THAT BEND INWARDS. CATS ALSO ARE LUNARY, WHOSE EYES BECOME GREATER OR LESS ACCORDING TO THE COURSE OF THE MOON; AND THOSE THINGS (WHICH ARE OF LIKE NATURE, AS CATAMENIAL BLOOD, OF WHICH ARE MADE WONDERFUL AND STRANGE THINGS BY MAGICIANS. THE CIVET CAT, ALSO, CHANGING HER SEX WITH THE MOON, BEING OBNOXIOUS TO DIVER’S SORCERIES; AND ALL ANIMALS THAT LIVE IN WATER AS WELL AS ON LAND, AS OTTERS, AND SUCH AS PREY UPON FISH. ALSO, ALL MONSTROUS BEASTS, SUCH AS WITHOUT ANY MANIFEST SEED ARE EQUIVOCALLY GENERATED, AS MICE, WHICH SOMETIMES SEEM TO BE GENERATED OF THE PUTREFACTION OF THE EARTH. AMONGST FOWL, GEESE, DUCKS, DIDAPPERS, AND ALL KINDS OF WATERY FOWL AS PREY UPON FISH, AS THE HERON, AND THOSE THAT ARE EQUIVOCALLY PRODUCED, AS WASPS OF THE CARCASSES OF HORSES, BEES OF THE PUTREFACTION OF COWS, SMALL FLIES OF PUTREFIED WINE, AND BEETLES OF THE FLESH OF ASSES. BUT MOST LUNARY OF ALL IS THE TWO-HORNED BEETLE, HORNED AFTER THE MANNER OF A BULL, WHICH DIGS UNDER COW-DUNG AND THERE REMAINS FOR THE SPACE OF TWENTY-EIGHT DAYS (IN WHICH TIME THE MOON MEASURES THE WHOLE ZODIAC), AND IN THE TWENTY-NINTH DAY, WHEN IT THINKS THERE WILL BE A CONJUNCTION OF THEIR BRIGHTNESS, IT OPENS THE DUNG AND CASTS IT INTO WATER, FROM WHENCE THEN COME BEETLES. AMONGST FISH, THESE ARE LUNARY: ÆLURUS, WHOSE EYES ARE CHANGED ACCORDING TO THE COURSE OF THE MOON, AND WHATSOEVER OBSERVES THE MOTION OF THE MOON, AS THE TORTOISE, THE ECHENEIS, CRABS, OYSTERS, COCKLES AND FROGS.
CHAPTER XXV.
WHAT THINGS ARE SATURNINE, OR UNDER THE POWER OF SATURN.
SATURNINE THINGS, AMONGST ELEMENTS, ARE EARTH AND ALSO WATER; AMONGST HUMORS, BLACK CHOLER THAT IS MOIST, AS WELL NATURAL AS ADVENTITIOUS (ADUST CHOLER EXCEPTED). AMONGST TASTES, SOUR, TART, AND DEAD-LIKE. AMONGST METALS, LEAD, AND GOLD, BY REASON OF ITS WEIGHT, AND THE GOLDEN MARCASITE. AMONGST STONES, THE ONYX, THE ZIAZZA, THE CAMONIOUS, THE SAPPHIRE, THE BROWN JASPER, THE CHALCEDON, THE LOADSTONE, AND ALL DARK, WEIGHTY, EARTHY THINGS. AMONGST PLANTS AND TREES, THE DAFFODIL, DRAGON'S-WORT, RUE, CUMMIN, HELLEBORE, THE TREE FROM WHENCE BENZOIN COMES, MANDRAKE, OPIUM, AND THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE NEVER SOWN, AND NEVER BEAR FRUIT, AND THOSE WHICH BRING FORTH BERRIES OF A DARK COLOR AND BLACK FRUIT, AS THE BLACK FIG-TREE, THE PINE-TREE, THE CYPRESS-TREE, AND A CERTAIN TREE USED AT BURIALS, WHICH NEVER SPRINGS AFRESH WITH BERRIES, ROUGH, OF A BITTER TASTE, OF A STRONG SMELL, OF A BLACK SHADOW, YIELDING A MOST SHARP PITCH, BEARING A MOST UNPROFITABLE FRUIT, NEVER DIES WITH AGE, DEADLY, AND DEDICATED TO PLUTO. AS IS THE HERB PAS-FLOWER, WITH WHICH THEY WERE WONT, ANCIENTLY, TO STROW THE GRAVES BEFORE THEY PUT THE DEAD BODIES INTO THEM; WHEREFORE IT WAS LAWFUL TO MAKE THEIR GARLANDS AT FEASTS WITH ALL HERBS AND FLOWERS BESIDES PAS-FLOWERS, BECAUSE IT WAS MOURNFUL AND NOT CONDUCING TO MIRTH. ALSO, ALL CREEPING ANIMALS, LIVING APART, AND SOLITARY, NIGHTLY, SAD, CONTEMPLATIVE, DULL, COVETOUS, FEARFUL, MELANCHOLY, THAT TAKE MUCH PAINS, SLOW, THAT FEED GROSSLY, AND SUCH AS EAT THEIR YOUNG. OF THESE KINDS, THEREFORE, ARE THE MOLE, THE WOLF, THE ASS, THE TOAD, THE CAT, THE HOG, THE BEAR, THE CAMEL, THE BASILISK, THE HARE, THE APE, THE DRAGON, THE MULE, ALL SERPENTS AND CREEPING THINGS, SCORPIONS, ANTS, AND SUCH THINGS AS PROCEED FROM PUTREFACTION IN THE EARTH, IN WATER, OR IN THE RUINS OF HOUSES, AS MICE AND MANY SORTS OF VERMIN. 'AMONGST BIRDS, THOSE ARE SATURNINE WHICH HAVE LONG NECKS AND HARSH VOICES, AS CRANES, OSTRICHES, AND PEACOCKS, WHICH ARE DEDICATED TO SATURN AND JUNO. ALSO, THE SCREECH-OWL, THE HORNED-OWL, THE BAT, THE LAPWING, THE CROW, THE QUAIL, WHICH IS THE MOST ENVIOUS BIRD OF ALL. AMONGST FISHES, THE EEL, LIVING APART FROM ALL OTHER FISH; THE LAMPREY, THE DOG-FISH, WHICH DEVOURS HER YOUNG; ALSO, THE TORTOISE, OYSTERS, COCKLES, TO WHICH MAY BE ADDED SEA-SPONGES AND ALL SUCH THINGS AS COME OF THEM.
CHAPTER XXVI.
WHAT THINGS ARE UNDER THE POWER OF JUPITER, AND ARE CALLED JOVIAL.
THINGS UNDER JUPITER, AMONGST ELEMENTS, ARE THE AIR; AMONGST HUMORS, BLOOD AND THE SPIRIT OF LIFE; ALSO, ALL THINGS WHICH RESPECT THE INCREASE, NOURISHMENT, AND VEGETATION OF THE LIFE. AMONGST TASTES, SUCH AS ARE SWEET AND PLEASANT. AMONGST METALS, TIN, SILVER AND GOLD, BY REASON OF THEIR TEMPERATENESS. AMONGST STONES, THE HYACINTH, BERYL, SAPPHIRE, EMERALD, GREEN JASPER, AND THOSE OF AIRY COLORS. AMONGST PLANTS AND TREES, SEA-GREEN, GARDEN BASIL, BUGLOSS, MACE, SPIKE, MINT, MASTIC, ELECAMPANE, THE VIOLET, DARNEL, HENBANE, THE POPLAR-TREE, AND THOSE WHICH ARE CALLED LUCKY TREES, AS THE OAK, THE ÆSCULUS, OR HORSE-CHESTNUT, WHICH IS LIKE AN OAK BUT MUCH LARGER; THE HOLM OR HOLLY-TREE, THE BEECH-TREE, THE HAZEL-TREE, THE SERVICE-TREE, THE WHITE FIG-TREE, THE PEAR-TREE, THE APPLE-TREE, THE VINE, THE PLUM-TREE, THE ASH, THE DOGWOOD TREE, AND THE OLIVE-TREE, AND ALSO OIL-TREE. ALSO, ALL MANNER OF CORN, AS BARLEY AND WHEAT; ALSO, RAISINS, LICORICE, SUGAR, AND ALL SUCH THINGS WHOSE SWEETNESS IS MANIFEST AND SUBTLE, PARTAKING SOMEWHAT OF AN ASTRINGENT AND SHARP TASTE, AS ARE NUTS, ALMONDS, PINE-APPLES, FILBERTS, PISTACHIO-NUTS, ROOTS OF PEONY, MYROBALAN, RHUBARB, AND MANNA; ORPHEUS ADDS STORAX. AMONGST ANIMALS, SUCH AS HAVE SOME STATELINESS AND WISDOM IN THEM, AND THOSE WHICH ARE MILD, WELL TRAINED UP, AND OF GOOD DISPOSITIONS, AS THE HART AND ELEPHANT; AND THOSE WHICH ARE GENTLE, AS SHEEP AND LAMBS. AMONGST BIRDS, THOSE THAT ARE OF A TEMPERATE COMPLEXION, AS HENS, TOGETHER WITH THE YOLK OF THEIR EGGS. ALSO, THE PARTRIDGE, THE PHEASANT, THE SWALLOW, THE CUCKOO, AND THE STORK AND PELICAN, BIRDS GIVEN TO A KIND OF DEVOTION, WHICH ARE EMBLEMS OF GRATITUDE. THE EAGLE IS DEDICATED TO JUPITER—SHE IS THE ENSIGN OF EMPERORS, AND AN EMBLEM OF JUSTICE AND CLEMENCY. AMONGST FISH, THE DOLPHIN, THE FISH, CALLED ANCHIA OR ANCHOVY; AND THE SHEATH OR SHEAT-FISH, BY REASON OF HIS DEVOUTNESS.
CHAPTER XXVII.
WHAT THINGS ARE UNDER THE POWER OF MARS, AND ARE CALLED MARTIAL.
THESE THINGS ARE MARTIAL: AMONGST ELEMENTS, FIRE, TOGETHER WITH ALL ADUST AND SHARP THINGS. AMONGST HUMORS, CHOLER; ALSO, BITTER TASTES, TART AND BURNING THE TONGUE, AND CAUSING TEARS. AMONGST METALS, IRON AND RED BRASS; AND ALL FIERY, RED, AND SULPHUREOUS THINGS. AMONGST STONES, THE DIAMOND, LOADSTONE, THE BLOODSTONE, THE JASPER, THE STONE THAT CONSISTS OF DIVER’S KINDS, AND THE AMETHYST. AMONGST PLANTS AND TREES, HELLEBORE, GARLIC, EUPHORBIUM, CASTANEA, AMMONIAC, RADISH, THE LAUREL OR SWEET-BAY, WOLF'S-BANE, SCAMMONY; AND ALL SUCH AS ARE POISONOUS, BY REASON OF TOO MUCH HEAT, AND THOSE WHICH ARE BESET, ROUND ABOUT WITH PRICKLES, OR, BY TOUCHING THE SKIN, BURN IT, PRICK IT, OR MAKE IT SWELL, AS CARDIS, THE NETTLE, CROW-FOOT AND SUCH AS, BEING EATEN, CAUSE TEARS, AS ONIONS, ASCOLONIA, LEEKS, MUSTARD-SEED, AND ALL THORNY TREES; AND THE DOGWOOD-TREE, WHICH IS DEDICATED TO MARS. AND ALL SUCH ANIMALS AS ARE WARLIKE, RAVENOUS, BOLD, AND OF CLEAR FANCY, AS THE HORSE, MULE, GOAT, KID, WOLF, LEOPARD, AND WILD ASS. SERPENTS, ALSO, AND DRAGONS, FULL OF DISPLEASURE AND POISON. ALSO, ALL SUCH AS ARE OFFENSIVE TO MEN, AS GNATS, FLIES, AND THE BABOON, BY REASON OF HIS ANGER. ALL BIRDS THAT ARE RAVENOUS, DEVOUR FLESH, AND BREAK BONES, AS THE EAGLE, THE FALCON, THE HAWK, AND THE VULTURE; AND THOSE WHICH ARE CALLED THE FATAL BIRDS, AS THE HORN-OWL, THE SCREECH-OWL, CASTRELS, AND KITES; AND SUCH AS ARE HUNGRY AND RAVENOUS, AND SUCH AS MAKE A NOISE IN THEIR SWALLOWING, AS CROWS, DAWS, AND THE PIE, WHICH, ABOVE ALL THE REST, IS DEDICATED TO MARS. AND AMONGST FISHES, THE PIKE, THE BARBEL, THE FORK-FISH, THE FISH THAT HATH HORNS LIKE A RAM, THE STURGEON, AND THE GLACUS, ALL WHICH ARE GREAT DEVOURERS AND RAVENOUS.
CHAPTER XXVIII.
WHAT THINGS ARE UNDER THE POWER OF VENUS, AND ARE CALLED VENEREAL.
THESE THINGS ARE UNDER VENUS: AMONGST ELEMENTS, AIR AND WATER. AMONGST HUMORS, PHLEGM, WITH BLOOD, SPIRIT, AND SEED. AMONGST TASTES, THOSE WHICH ARE SWEET, UNCTUOUS, AND DELECTABLE. AMONGST METALS, SILVER, AND BRASS, BOTH YELLOW AND RED. AMONGST STONES, THE BERYL, CHRYSOLITE, EMERALD, SAPPHIRE, GREEN JASPER, CARNELIAN, THE STONE AETITES, THE LAZULI STONE, CORAL, AND ALL OF A FAIR, VARIOUS, WHITE, AND GREEN COLOR. AMONGST PLANTS AND TREES, THE VERVAIN, VIOLET, MAIDEN-HAIR; VALERIAN, WHICH BY THE ARABIANS IS CALLED PHU! AND TITHYMAL, FOR ITS FRAGRANT AND SWEET SMELL; ALSO, THYME, THE GUM LADANUM, AMBER-GRIS, SANDERS OR RED SANDAL-WOOD, CORIANDER, AND ALL SWEET PERFUMES; AND DELIGHTFUL AND SWEET FRUITS, AS SWEET PEARS, FIGS, POMEGRANATES, WHICH, THE POETS SAY, WERE, IN CYPRUS, FIRST SOWN BY VENUS. ALSO, THE ROSE OF LUCIFER WAS DEDICATED TO HER; ALSO, THE MYRTLE-TREE OF HESPERUS. MOREOVER, ALL LUXURIOUS, DELICIOUS ANIMALS, AND OF A STRONG LOVE, AS DOGS, CONIES, ODOROUS SHEEP AND GOATS, BOTH FEMALE AND MALE, WHICH GENERATE SOONER THAN ANY OTHER ANIMAL; ALSO, THE BULL, FOR HIS DISDAIN, AND THE CALF, FOR HIS WANTONNESS. AMONGST BIRDS, THE SWAN, THE WAGTAIL, THE SWALLOW, THE PELICAN, THE BERGANDER, WHICH ARE VERY LOVING TO THEIR YOUNG. ALSO, THE CROW, AND THE PIGEON, WHICH IS DEDICATED TO VENUS; AND THE TURTLE-DOVE, ONE WHEREOF WAS COMMANDED TO BE OFFERED AT THE PURIFICATION, AFTER BRINGING FORTH. THE SPARROW ALSO WAS DEDICATED TO VENUS, WHICH WAS COMMANDED IN THE LAW TO BE USED IN THE PURIFICATION, AFTER THE LEPROSY, A MARTIAL DISEASE, THEN WHICH NOTHING WAS OF MORE FORCE TO RESIST IT. ALSO, THE EGYPTIANS CALLED THE EAGLE BY THE NAME OF VENUS, BECAUSE SHE NEVER FAILS TO ANSWER THE CALL OF HER MATE. AMONGST FISHES, THESE ARE VENEREAL: THE LUSTFUL PILCHARD, THE LECHEROUS GILT-HEAD, THE WHITING, FOR HER LOVE TO HER YOUNG, AND THE CRAB, FIGHTING FOR HIS MATE.
CHAPTER XXIX.
WHAT THINGS ARE UNDER THE POWER OF MERCURY, AND ARE CALLED MERCURIAL.
THINGS UNDER MERCURY ARE THESE: AMONGST ELEMENTS, WATER, THOUGH IT MOVES ALL THINGS INDISTINCTLY. AMONGST HUMORS, THOSE ESPECIALLY WHICH ARE MIXED, AS ALSO THE ANIMAL SPIRIT. AMONGST TASTES, THOSE THAT ARE VARIOUS, STRANGE, AND MIXED. AMONGST METALS, QUICK-SILVER, TIN, AND THE SILVER MARCASITE. AMONGST STONES, THE EMERALD, ACHATE OR AGATE, RED MARBLE, AND TOPAZ, AND THOSE WHICH ARE OF DIVER’S COLORS AND VARIOUS FIGURES NATURALLY; AND THOSE THAT ARE ARTIFICIAL, AS GLASS; AND THOSE WHICH HAVE A COLOR MIXED WITH GREEN AND YELLOW. AMONGST PLANTS AND TREES, THE HAZEL, FIVE-LEAVED GRASS, THE HERB MERCURY, FUMITORY, PIMPERNEL, MARJORAM, PARSLEY, AND SUCH AS HAVE SHORTER AND LESS LEAVES, BEING COMPOUNDED OF MIXED NATURES AND DIVER’S COLORS. ANIMALS, ALSO, THAT ARE OF QUICK SENSE, INGENIOUS, STRONG, INCONSTANT, AND SWIFT; AND SUCH AS BECOME EASILY ACQUAINTED WITH MEN, AS DOGS, WEASELS, APES, FOXES, THE HART AND MULE; AND ALL ANIMALS THAT ARE OF BOTH SEXES, AND THOSE WHICH CAN CHANGE THEIR SEX, AS THE HARE, CIVET CAT, AND SUCH LIKE. AMONGST BIRDS, THOSE WHICH ARE NATURALLY WITTY, MELODIOUS AND INCONSTANT, AS THE LINNET, NIGHTINGALE, BLACKBIRD, LARK, THRUSH, THE GNAT-SNAPPER, THE BIRD CALANDRA, THE PARROT, THE PIE, THE BIRD IBIS, THE BIRD PORPHYRIO, THE BLACK BEETLE WITH ONE HORN, AND THE SEA-BIRD TROCHILUS, WHICH GOES INTO THE CROCODILE'S MOUTH FOR ITS FOOD. AMONGST FISHES, THE FISH CALLED POUR-CONTREL, FOR DECEITFULNESS AND CHANGEABLENESS; THE FORK-FISH FOR ITS INDUSTRY, AND THE MULLET, ALSO, THAT SHAKES OFF THE BAIT ON THE HOOK WITH HIS TAIL.
CHAPTER XXX.
THAT THE WHOLE SUBLUNARY WORLD, AND THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE IN IT, ARE DISTRIBUTED TO PLANETS.
MOREOVER, WHATSOEVER IS FOUND IN THE WHOLE WORLD IS MADE ACCORDING TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE PLANETS, AND ACCORDINGLY RECEIVES ITS VIRTUE. SO, IN FIRE, THE ENLIVENING LIGHT THEREOF IS UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SUN; THE HEAT OF IT UNDER MARS, IN THE EARTH; THE VARIOUS SUPERFICIES THEREOF UNDER THE MOON AND MERCURY, AND THE STARRY HEAVEN; THE WHOLE MASS OF IT UNDER SATURN. BUT IN THE MIDDLE ELEMENTS, AIR IS UNDER JUPITER, AND WATER UNDER THE MOON; BUT BEING MIXED, ARE UNDER MERCURY AND VENUS. IN LIKE MANNER NATURAL ACTIVE CAUSES OBSERVE THE SUN, THE MATTER THE MOON, THE FRUITFULNESS OF ACTIVE CAUSES, JUPITER; THE FRUITFULNESS OF THE MATTER, VENUS; THE SUDDEN EFFECTING OF ANY THING, MARS; AND MERCURY, THAT FOR HIS VEHEMENCY, THIS FOR HIS DEXTERITY AND MANIFOLD VIRTUE. BUT THE PERMANENT CONTINUATION OF ALL THINGS IS ASCRIBED TO SATURN. ALSO, AMONGST VEGETABLES, EVERY THING THAT BEARS FRUIT IS FROM JUPITER, AND EVERY THING THAT BEARS FLOWERS IS FROM VENUS; ALL SEED AND BARK IS FROM MERCURY, AND ALL ROOTS FROM SATURN, AND ALL WOOD FROM MARS, AND LEAVES FROM THE MOON. WHEREFORE, ALL THAT BRING FORTH FRUIT, AND NOT FLOWERS, ARE OF SATURN AND JUPITER; BUT THEY THAT BRING FORTH FLOWERS AND SEED, AND NOT FRUIT, ARE OF VENUS AND MERCURY; THOSE WHICH ARE BROUGHT FORTH OF THEIR OWN ACCORD, WITHOUT SEED, ARE OF THE MOON AND SATURN. ALL BEAUTY IS FROM VENUS, ALL STRENGTH FROM MARS, AND EVERY PLANET, RULES AND DISPOSES THAT WHICH IS LIKE TO IT. ALSO, IN STONES, THEIR WEIGHT, CLAMMINESS AND SLIPTICNESS IS OF SATURN, THEIR USE AND TEMPERAMENT OF JUPITER, THEIR HARDNESS FROM MARS, THEIR LIFE FROM THE SUN, THEIR BEAUTY AND FAIRNESS FROM VENUS, THEIR OCCULT VIRTUE FROM MERCURY, AND THEIR COMMON USE FROM THE MOON.
CHAPTER XXXI.
HOW PROVINCES AND KINGDOMS ARE DISTRIBUTED TO PLANETS.
MOREOVER, THE WHOLE ORB OF THE EARTH IS DISTRIBUTED BY KINGDOMS AND PROVINCES TO THE PLANETS AND SIGNS: FOR MACEDONIA, THRACIA, ILLYRIA, ARRIANA, GORDIANA, INDIA, MANY OF WHICH COUNTRIES ARE IN THE LESSER ASIA, ARE UNDER SATURN WITH CAPRICORNUS; BUT WITH AQUARIUS UNDER HIM ARE THE SAUROMATIAN COUNTRY, OXIANA, SOGDIANA, ARABIA, PHAZANIA, MEDIA AND ÆTHIOPIA, WHICH COUNTRIES, FOR THE MOST PART, BELONG TO THE MORE INWARD ASIA. UNDER JUPITER, WITH SAGITTARIUS, ARE TUSCANA, CELTICA, SPAINE, AND HAPPY ARABIA; AND UNDER HIM, WITH PISCES, ARE LYCIA, LYDIA, CILICIA, PAMPHYLIA, PAPHLAGONIA, NASAMONIA, AND LYBIA. MARS, WITH ARIES, GOVERNS BRITANY, FRANCE, GERMANY, BASTARNIA, THE LOWER PARTS OF SYRIA, IDUMEA, AND JUDEA; WITH SCORPIO, HE RULES SYRIA, COMAGENA, CAPPADOCIA, METAGONIUM, MAURITANIA, AND GETULIA. THE SUN, WITH LEO, GOVERNS ITALY, APULIA, SICILIA, PHENICIA, CHALDEA, AND THE ORCHENIANS. VENUS, WITH TAURUS, GOVERNS THE ISLES CYCLADES, THE SEAS OF LITTLE ASIA, CYPRUS, PARTHIA, MEDIA, PERSIA; BUT, WITH LIBRA, SHE COMMANDS THE PEOPLE OF THE ISLAND BRACTIA, OF CASPIA, OF SERES, OF THEBAIS, OF OASIS, AND OF TROGLODYS. MERCURY, WITH GEMINI, RULES HIRCANIA, ARMENIA, MANTIANA, CYRENAICA, MARMARICA, AND THE LOWER EGYPT; BUT, WITH VIRGO, HE RULES GREECE, ACHAIA, CRETA, BABYLON, MESOPOTAMIA, ASSYRIA, AND ELA, WHENCE THEY OF THAT PLACE ARE IN SCRIPTURE CALLED ELAMITES. THE MOON, WITH CANCER, GOVERNS BITHIVIA, PHRYGIA, COLCHICA, NUMIDIA, AFRICA, CARTHAGE, AND ALL CARCHEDONIA. THESE WE HAVE, IN THIS MANNER, GATHERED FROM PTOLEMY'S OPINION, TO WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE WRITINGS OF OTHER ASTROLOGERS, MANY MORE MAY BE ADDED. BUT HE WHO KNOWS HOW TO COMPARE THESE DIVISIONS OF PROVINCES ACCORDING TO THE DIVISIONS OF THE STARS, WITH THE MINISTRY OF THE RULING INTELLIGENCES, AND BLESSINGS OF THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL, THE LOTS OF THE APOSTLES, AND TYPICAL SEALS OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURE, SHALL BE ABLE TO OBTAIN GREAT AND PROPHETICAL ORACLES, CONCERNING EVERY REGION, OF THINGS TO COME.
CHAPTER XXXII.
WHAT THINGS ARE UNDER THE SIGNS, THE FIXED STARS, AND THEIR IMAGES.
THE LIKE CONSIDERATION IS TO BE HAD IN ALL THINGS CONCERNING THE FIGURES OF THE FIXED STARS: THEREFORE, THEY WILL HAVE THE TERRESTRIAL RAM TO BE UNDER THE RULE OF THE CELESTIAL ARIES, AND THE TERRESTRIAL BULL AND OX TO BE UNDER THE CELESTIAL TAURUS. SO ALSO, THAT CANCER SHOULD RULE OVER CRABS, AND LEO OVER LIONS; VIRGO OVER VIRGINS, AND SCORPIO OVER SCORPIONS; CAPRICORNUS OVER GOATS, SAGITTARIUS OVER HORSES, AND PISCES OVER FISHES. ALSO, THE CELESTIAL URSA OVER BEARS, THE HYDRA OVER SERPENTS, AND THE DOG STAR OVER DOGS, AND SO OF THE REST. NOW, APULEIUS DISTRIBUTES CERTAIN AND PECULIAR HERBS TO THE SIGNS AND PLANETS, VIZ: TO ARIES, THE HERB SAGE; TO TAURUS, THE VERVAIN THAT GROWS STRAIGHT; TO GEMINI, THE VERVAIN THAT GROWS BENDING; TO CANCER, COMFREY; TO LEO, SOW-BREAD; TO VIRGO, CALAMINT; TO LIBRA, MUG-WORT; TO SCORPIO, SCORPION-GRASS; TO SAGITTARIUS, PIMPERNEL; TO CAPRICORNUS, THE DOCK; TO AQUARIUS, DRAGON'S WORT; TO PISCES, HART-WORT. AND TO THE PLANETS THESE, VIZ.: TO SATURN, SENGREEN; TO JUPITER, AGRIMONY; TO MARS, SULPHUR-WORT; TO THE SUN, MARI-GOLD; TO VENUS, WOUND-WORT; TO MERCURY, MULLEIN; TO THE MOON, PEONY. BUT HERMES, WHOM ALBERTUS FOLLOWS, DISTRIBUTES TO THE PLANETS THESE, VIZ.: TO SATURN, THE DAFFODIL; TO JUPITER, HENBANE; TO MARS, RIB-WORT; TO THE SUN, KNOT-GRASS; TO VENUS, VERVAIN; TO MERCURY, CINQUE-FOIL; TO THE MOON, GOOSE-FOOT. WE ALSO KNOW BY EXPERIENCE THAT ASPARAGUS IS UNDER ARIES, AND GARDEN BASIL UNDER SCORPIO; FOR OF THE SHAVINGS OF RAM'S-HORN, SOWED, COMES FORTH ASPARAGUS; AND GARDEN BASIL, RUBBED BETWIXT TWO STONES, PRODUCES SCORPIONS. MOREOVER, I WILL, ACCORDING TO THE DOCTRINE OF HERMES, AND OF THEBIT, RECKON UP SOME OF THE MORE EMINENT STARS, WHEREOF THE FIRST IS CALLED THE HEAD OF ALGOL, AND, AMONGST STONES, RULES OVER THE DIAMOND; AMONGST PLANTS, BLACK HELLEBORE AND MUG-WORT. THE SECOND ARE THE PLEIADES, OR SEVEN STARS, WHICH, AMONGST STONES, RULE OVER CRYSTAL AND THE STONE DIODOCUS; AMONGST PLANTS, THE HERB DIACEDON, AND FRANKINCENSE AND FENNEL; AND AMONGST METALS, QUICKSILVER. THE THIRD IS THE STAR ALDEBORAN, WHICH HATH UNDER IT, AMONGST STONES, THE CARBUNCLE AND RUBY; AMONGST PLANTS, THE MILKY THISTLE AND MATRY-SILVA. THE FOURTH IS CALLED THE GOAT STAR, WHICH RULES, AMONGST STONES, THE SAPPHIRE; AMONGST PLANTS, HOREHOUND, MINT, MUG-WORT AND MANDRAKE. THE FIFTH IS CALLED THE GREAT DOG STAR, WHICH, AMONGST STONES, RULES OVER THE BERYL; AMONGST PLANTS, SAVIN, MUG-WORT AND DRAGON'S-WORT; AND, AMONGST ANIMALS, THE FORKED TONGUE OF A SNAKE. THE SIXTH IS CALLED THE LESSER DOG STAR, AND, AMONGST STONES, RULES OVER ACHATE OR AGATE; AMONGST PLANTS, THE FLOWERS OF MARIGOLD AND PENNYROYAL. THE SEVENTH IS CALLED THE HEART OF THE LYON, WHICH, AMONGST STONES, RULES OVER THE GRANATE OR GARNET; AMONGST PLANTS, SALLENDINE, MUG-WORT AND MASTIC. THE EIGHTH IS THE TAILE OF THE LESSER BEAR, WHICH, AMONGST STONES, RULES OVER THE LOADSTONE; AMONGST HERBS, OVER SUCCORY OR CHICORY, WHOSE LEAVES AND FLOWERS TURN TOWARDS THE NORTH; ALSO MUG-WORT AND THE FLOWERS OF PERIWINKLE; AND, AMONGST ANIMALS, THE TOOTH OF A WOLF. THE NINTH IS CALLED THE WING OF THE CROW, UNDER WHICH, AMONGST STONES, ARE SUCH STONES AS ARE OF THE COLOR OF THE BLACK ONYX STONE; AMONGST PLANTS, THE BUR, QUADRAGINUS, HENBANE AND COMFREY; AND, AMONGST ANIMALS, THE TONGUE OF A FROG. THE TENTH IS CALLED SPICA, WHICH HATH UNDER IT, AMONGST STONES, THE EMERALD; AMONGST PLANTS, SAGE, TRIFOIL, PERIWINKLE, MUG-WORT AND MANDRAKE. THE ELEVENTH IS CALLED ALCHAMECH, WHICH, AMONGST STONES, RULES OVER THE JASPER; AMONGST PLANTS, THE PLANTAIN. THE TWELFTH IS CALLED ELPHEIA; UNDER THIS, AMONGST STONES, IS THE TOPAZ; AMONGST PLANTS, ROSEMARY, TRIFOIL AND IVY. THE THIRTEENTH IS CALLED THE HEART OF THE SCORPION, UNDER WHICH, AMONGST STONES, IS THE SARDONIUS AND AMETHYST; AMONGST PLANTS, LONG ARISTOLOCHY AND SAFFRON. THE FOURTEENTH IS THE FALLING VULTUR, UNDER WHICH, AMONGST STONES, IS THE CHRYSOLITE; AMONGST PLANTS, SUCCORY AND FUMITORY. THE FIFTEENTH IS THE TAILE OF CAPRICORN, UNDER WHICH, AMONGST STONES, IS CHALCEDONY; AMONGST PLANTS, MARJORAM, MUG-WORT, AND CATNIP, AND THE ROOT OF MANDRAKE. MOREOVER, THIS WE MUST KNOW, THAT EVERY STONE OR PLANT OR ANIMAL, OR ANY OTHER THING, IS NOT GOVERNED BY ONE STAR ALONE, BUT MANY OF THEM RECEIVE INFLUENCE, NOT SEPARATED, BUT CONJOINED, FROM MANY STARS. SO, AMONGST STONES, THE CHALCEDON IS UNDER SATURN AND MERCURY, TOGETHER WITH THE TAILE OF SCORPION, AND CAPRICORN. THE SAPPHIRE, UNDER JUPITER, SATURN AND THE STAR ALHAJOTH; TUTIA IS UNDER JUPITER AND THE SUN AND MOON; THE EMERALD, UNDER JUPITER, VENUS AND MERCURY AND THE STAR SPICA. THE AMETHYST, AS SAITH HERMES, IS UNDER MARS, JUPITER AND THE HEART OF THE SCORPION. THE JASPER, WHICH IS OF DIVER’S KINDS, IS UNDER MARS, JUPITER AND THE STAR ALCHAMECH. THE CHRYSOLITE IS UNDER THE SUN, VENUS AND MERCURY, AS ALSO UNDER THE STAR WHICH IS CALLED THE FALLING VULTUR. THE TOPAZ, UNDER THE SUN AND THE STAR ELPHEIA; THE DIAMOND, UNDER MARS AND THE HEAD OF ALGOL. IN LIKE MANNER, AMONGST VEGETABLES, THE HERB DRAGON IS UNDER SATURN AND THE CELESTIAL DRAGON; MASTIC AND MINT ARE UNDER JUPITER AND THE SUN, BUT MASTIC IS ALSO UNDER THE HEART OF THE LYON, AND MINT, UNDER THE GOAT STAR. HELLEBORE IS DEDICATED TO MARS AND THE HEAD OF ALGOL; MOSS AND SANDERS TO THE SUN AND VENUS; CORIANDER TO VENUS AND SATURN. AMONGST ANIMALS, THE SEA CALF IS UNDER THE SUN AND JUPITER; THE FOX AND APE, UNDER SATURN AND MERCURY; AND DOMESTICAL DOGS UNDER MERCURY AND THE MOON. AND THUS, WE HAVE SHEWED MORE THINGS IN THESE INFERIORS BY THEIR SUPERIORS.  
CHAPTER XXXIII.
OF THE SEALS AND CHARACTERS OF NATURAL THINGS.
ALL STARS HAVE THEIR PECULIAR NATURES, PROPERTIES, AND CONDITIONS, THE SEALS AND CHARACTERS WHEREOF THEY PRODUCE, THROUGH THEIR RAYS, EVEN IN THESE INFERIOR THINGS, VIZ., IN ELEMENTS, IN STONES, IN PLANTS, IN ANIMALS, AND THEIR MEMBERS; WHENCE EVERY NATURAL THING RECEIVES, FROM A HARMONIOUS DISPOSITION AND FROM ITS STAR SHINING UPON IT, SOME PARTICULAR SEAL, OR CHARACTER, STAMPED UPON IT; WHICH SEAL OF CHARACTER IS THE SIGNIFICATOR OF THAT STAR, OR HARMONIOUS DISPOSITION, CONTAINING IN IT A PECULIAR VIRTUE, DIFFERING FROM OTHER VIRTUES OF THE SAME MATTER, BOTH GENERICALLY, SPECIFICALLY, AND NUMERICALLY. EVERY THING, THEREFORE, HATH ITS CHARACTER PRESSED UPON IT BY ITS STAR FOR SOME PARTICULAR EFFECT, ESPECIALLY BY THAT STAR WHICH DOTH PRINCIPALLY GOVERN IT. AND THESE CHARACTERS CONTAIN AND RETAIN IN THEM THE PECULIAR NATURES, VIRTUES, AND ROOTS OF THEIR STARS, AND PRODUCE THE LIKE OPERATIONS UPON OTHER THINGS, ON WHICH THEY ARE REFLECTED, AND STIR UP AND HELP THE INFLUENCES OF THEIR STARS, WHETHER THEY BE PLANETS, OR FIXED STARS, OR FIGURES, OR CELESTIAL SIGNS, VIZ., AS OFT AS THEY SHALL BE MADE IN A FIT MATTER, AND IN THEIR DUE AND ACCUSTOMED TIMES. WHICH ANCIENT WISE MEN CONSIDERING—SUCH AS LABORED MUCH IN THE FINDING OUT OF THE OCCULT PROPERTIES OF THINGS—DID SET DOWN IN WRITING THE IMAGES OF THE STARS, THEIR FIGURES, SEALS, MARKS, CHARACTERS, SUCH AS NATURE HERSELF DID DESCRIBE, BY THE RAYS OF THE STARS, IN THESE INFERIOR BODIES—SOME IN STONES, SOME IN PLANTS, AND JOINTS AND KNOTS OF BOUGHS, AND SOME IN DIVERS MEMBERS OF ANIMALS. FOR THE BAY-TREE, THE LOTE-TREE, AND THE MARIGOLD ARE SOLARY PLANTS, AND IN THEIR ROOTS AND KNOTS, BEING CUT OFF, SHEW THE CHARACTERS OF THE SUN. SO ALSO, IN THE BONES AND SHOULDER-BLADES IN ANIMALS; WHENCE THERE AROSE A SPATULARY KIND OF DIVINING (I. E.) BY THE SHOULDER-BLADES; AND IN THE STONES AND STONY THINGS THE CHARACTERS AND IMAGES OF CELESTIAL THINGS ARE OFTEN FOUND. BUT SEEING THAT IN SO GREAT A DIVERSITY OF THINGS THERE IS NOT A TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE, ONLY IN A FEW THINGS, WHICH HUMAN UNDERSTANDING IS ABLE TO REACH: THEREFORE, LEAVING THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE TO BE FOUND OUT IN PLANTS AND STONES, AND OTHER THINGS, AS ALSO IN THE MEMBERS OF DIVERS ANIMALS, WE SHALL LIMIT OURSELVES TO MAN'S NATURE ONLY, WHICH, SEEING IT IS THE MOST COMPLETE IMAGE OF THE WHOLE UNIVERSE, CONTAINING IN ITSELF THE WHOLE HEAVENLY HARMONY, WILL, WITHOUT ALL DOUBT, ABUNDANTLY AFFORD US THE SEALS AND CHARACTERS OF ALL THE STARS AND CELESTIAL INFLUENCES, AND THOSE, AS THE MORE EFFICACIOUS, WHICH ARE LESS DIFFERING FROM THE CELESTIAL NATURE. BUT AS THE NUMBER. OF THE STARS IS KNOWN TO GOD ALONE, SO ALSO THEIR EFFECTS AND SEALS UPON THESE INFERIOR THINGS, WHEREFORE NO HUMAN INTELLECT IS ABLE TO ATTAIN TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEM. WHENCE VERY FEW OF THOSE THINGS BECAME KNOWN TO US WHICH THE ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS AND CHIROMANCERS ATTAINED TO, PARTLY BY REASON AND PARTLY BY EXPERIENCE; AND THERE BE MANY THINGS YET LYING HID IN THE TREASURY OF NATURE. WE SHALL HERE, IN THIS PLACE, NOTE SOME FEW SEALS AND CHARACTERS OF THE PLANETS, SUCH AS THE ANCIENT CHIROMANCERS KNEW OF, IN THE HANDS OF MEN. THESE DOTH JULIAN CALL SACRED AND DIVINE LETTERS, SEEING THAT BY THEM, ACCORDING TO THE HOLY SCRIPTURE, IS THE LIFE OF MEN WRIT IN THEIR HANDS. AND THERE ARE IN ALL NATIONS OF ALL LANGUAGES ALWAYS THE SAME AND LIKE TO THEM, AND PERMANENT; TO WHICH WERE ADDED AND FOUND OUT AFTERWARDS MANY MORE; AS BY THE ANCIENT, SO BY LATTER CHIROMANCERS. AND THEY THAT WOULD KNOW THEM MUST HAVE RECOURSE TO THEIR VOLUMES. IT IS SUFFICIENT HERE TO SHEW FROM 
HERE FOLLOW THE FIGURES OF DIVINE LETTERS:
THE LETTERS OR CHARACTERS OF SATURN.
[image: The Letters or Characters of Saturn]
THE LETTERS OR CHARACTERS OF JUPITER.
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THE LETTERS OR CHARACTERS OF MARS.
[bookmark: img_11702][image: The Letters or Characters of Mars]
THE LETTERS OR CHARACTERS OF THE SUN.
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THE LETTERS OR CHARACTERS OF VENUS.
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THE LETTERS OR CHARACTERS OF MERCURY.
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THE LETTERS OR CHARACTERS OF THE MOON.
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CHAPTER XXXIV.
HOW, BY NATURAL THINGS AND THEIR VIRTUES, WE MAY DRAW FORTH AND ATTRACT THE INFLUENCES AND VIRTUES OF CELESTIAL BODIES.
NOW, IF THOU, DESIRES TO RECEIVE VIRTUE FROM ANY PART OF THE WORLD, OR FROM ANY STAR, THOU SHALT (THOSE THINGS BEING USED WHICH BELONG TO THIS STAR) COME UNDER ITS PECULIAR INFLUENCE, AS WOOD IS FIT TO RECEIVE FLAME BY REASON OF SULPHUR, PITCH AND OIL. NEVERTHELESS, WHEN THOU DOST DO ANY ONE SPECIES OF THINGS, OR INDIVIDUAL, RIGHTLY APPLY MANY THINGS (WHICH ARE THINGS OF THE SAME SUBJECT, SCATTERED, AMONGST THEMSELVES, CONFORMABLE TO THE SAME IDEA AND STAR), PRESENTLY, BY THIS MATTER SO OPPORTUNELY FITTED, A SINGULAR GIFT IS INFUSED BY THE IDEA, BY MEANS OF THE SOUL OF THE WORLD. I SAY "OPPORTUNELY FITTED," VIZ., UNDER A HARMONY, LIKE TO THE HARMONY WHICH DID INFUSE A CERTAIN VIRTUE INTO THE MATTER. FOR ALTHOUGH THINGS HAVE SOME VIRTUES, SUCH AS WE SPEAK OF, YET THOSE VIRTUES DO SO LIE HID THAT THERE IS SELDOM ANY EFFECT PRODUCED BY THEM. BUT, AS IN A GRAIN OF MUSTARD-SEED, BRUISED, THE SHARPNESS WHICH LAY HID IS STIRRED UP; AND AS THE HEAT OF THE FIRE DOTH MAKE LETTERS APPARENT TO THE SIGHT WHICH BEFORE COULD NOT BE READ, BEING WRIT WITH THE JUICE OF AN ONION, OR WITH MILK; AND AS LETTERS WROTE UPON A STONE WITH THE FAT OF A GOAT, AND ALTOGETHER UNPERCEIVED, WHEN THE STONE IS PUT INTO VINEGAR APPEAR AND SHEW THEMSELVES; AND AS A BLOW WITH A STICK STIRS UP THE MADNESS OF A DOG WHICH BEFORE LAY ASLEEP—SO DOTH THE CELESTIAL HARMONY DISCLOSE VIRTUES LYING IN THE WATER; STIRS THEM UP, STRENGTHENS THEM, AND MAKES THEM MANIFEST; AND AS I MAY SO SAY, PRODUCES THAT INTO ACT WHICH BEFORE WAS ONLY IN POWER, WHEN THINGS ARE RIGHTLY EXPOSED TO IT IN A CELESTIAL SEASON. AS FOR EXAMPLE: IF THOU DOST DESIRE TO ATTRACT VIRTUE FROM THE SUN, AND TO SEEK THOSE THINGS THAT ARE SOLARY, AMONGST VEGETABLES, PLANTS, METALS, STONES, AND ANIMALS, THOSE THINGS ARE TO BE USED AND TAKEN CHIEFLY WHICH IN A SOLARY ORDER ARE HIGHER. FOR THESE ARE MORE AVAILABLE. SO, THOU SHALT DRAW A SINGULAR GIFT FROM THE SUN, THROUGH THE BEAMS THEREOF, BEING SEASONABLY RECEIVED TOGETHER, AND THROUGH THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD.
CHAPTER XXXV.
OF THE MIXTIONS OF NATURAL THINGS, ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND THEIR BENEFIT.
IT IS MOST EVIDENT THAT IN THE INFERIOR NATURE ALL THE POWERS OF SUPERIOR BODIES ARE NOT FOUND COMPREHENDED IN ANY ONE THING, BUT ARE DISPERSED THROUGH MANY KINDS OF THINGS AMONGST US; AS THERE ARE MANY SOLARY THINGS, WHEREOF EVERY ONE DOTH NOT CONTAIN ALL THE VIRTUES OF THE SUN; BUT SOME HAVE SOME PROPERTIES FROM THE SUN, AND OTHERS OTHER-SOME. WHEREFORE, IT IS SOMETIMES NECESSARY THAT THERE BE MIXTIONS IN OPERATIONS, THAT IF A HUNDRED OR A THOUSAND VIRTUES OF THE SUN WERE DISPERSED THROUGH SO MANY PLANTS, ANIMALS, AND THE LIKE, WE MAY GATHER ALL THESE TOGETHER, AND BRING THEM INTO ONE FORM, IN WHICH WE SHALL SEE ALL THE SAID VIRTUES, BEING UNITED, CONTAINED. NOW, THERE IS A TWOFOLD VIRTUE IN COMMIXTION; ONE, VIZ., WHICH WAS FIRST PLANTED IN ITS PARTS, AND IS CELESTIAL; THE OTHER IS OBTAINED BY A CERTAIN AND ARTIFICIAL MIXTION OF THINGS, MIXT AMONGST THEMSELVES, AND OF THE MIXTIONS OF THEM ACCORDING TO CERTAIN PROPORTIONS, SUCH AS AGREE WITH THE HEAVEN, UNDER A CERTAIN CONSTELLATION. AND THIS VIRTUE DESCENDS BY A CERTAIN LIKENESS AND APTNESS THAT IS IN THINGS, AMONGST THEMSELVES, TOWARDS THEIR SUPERIORS, AND JUST AS MUCH AS THE FOLLOWING THINGS DO BY DEGREES CORRESPOND WITH THEM THAT GO BEFORE, WHERE THE PATIENT IS FITLY APPLIED TO ITS SUPERIOR AGENT. SO FROM A CERTAIN COMPOSITION OF HERBS, VAPORS, AND SUCH LIKE, MADE ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLES OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHY AND ASTRONOMY, THERE RESULTS A CERTAIN COMMON FORM, ENDOWED WITH MANY GIFTS OF THE STARS, AS, IN THE HONEY OF BEES, THAT WHICH IS GATHERED OUT OF THE JUICE OF INNUMERABLE FLOWERS AND BROUGHT INTO ONE FORM, CONTAINS THE VIRTUE OF ALL, BY A KIND OF DIVINE AND ADMIRABLE ART OF THE BEES. YET THIS IS NOT TO BE LESS WONDERED AT, WHICH EUDOXUS GIUDIUS REPORTS, OF AN ARTIFICIAL KIND OF HONEY WHICH A CERTAIN NATION OF GIANTS IN LYBIA KNEW HOW TO MAKE OUT OF FLOWERS, AND THAT VERY GOOD AND NOT FAR INFERIOR TO THAT OF THE BEES. FOR EVERY MIXTION, WHICH CONSISTS OF MANY SEVERAL THINGS, IS THEN MOST PERFECT WHEN IT IS SO FIRMLY COMPACTED IN ALL PARTS THAT IT BECOMES ONE, IS EVERY WHERE FIRM TO ITSELF, AND CAN HARDLY BE DISSIPATED—AS WE SOMETIMES SEE STONES AND DIVERS BODIES TO BE, BY A CERTAIN NATURAL POWER, SO CONGLUTINATED AND UNITED THAT THEY SEEM TO BE WHOLLY ONE THING; AS WE SEE TWO TREES, BY GRAFTING, TO BECOME ONE; ALSO OYSTERS WITH STONES, BY A CERTAIN OCCULT VIRTUE OF NATURE; AND THERE HAVE BEEN SEEN SOME ANIMALS WHICH HAVE BEEN TURNED INTO STONES, AND SO UNITED WITH THE SUBSTANCE OF THE STONE THAT THEY SEEM TO MAKE ONE BODY, AND THAT ALSO HOMOGENEOUS; SO THE TREE EBONY IS ONE WHILE WOOD AND ANOTHER WHILE STONE. WHEN, THEREFORE, ANY ONE MAKES A MIXTION OF MANY MATTERS UNDER THE CELESTIAL INFLUENCES, THEN THE VARIETY OF CELESTIAL ACTIONS ON THE ONE HAND, AND OF NATURAL POWERS ON THE OTHER HAND, BEING JOINED TOGETHER, DOTH INDEED CAUSE WONDERFUL THINGS—BY OINTMENTS, BY COLLYRIES, BY FUMES, AND SUCH LIKE—WHICH ARE READ OF IN THE BOOKS OF CHIRAMIS, ARCHYTA, DEMOCRITUS, AND HERMES, WHO IS NAMED ALCHORAT, AND MANY OTHERS.
CHAPTER XXXVI.
OF THE UNION OF MIXED THINGS, AND THE INTRODUCTION OF A MORE NOBLE FORM AND THE SENSES OF LIFE.
MOREOVER, WE MUST KNOW, THAT BY HOW MUCH THE MORE NOBLE THE FORM OF ANYTHING IS, BY SO MUCH THE MORE PRONE AND APT IT IS TO RECEIVE, AND POWERFUL TO ACT. THEN THE VIRTUES OF THINGS DO THEN BECOME WONDERFUL, VIZ., WHEN THEY ARE PUT TO MATTERS THAT ARE MIXED, AND PREPARED IN FIT SEASONS, TO MAKE THEM ALIVE, BY PROCURING LIFE FOR THEM FROM THE STARS, AS ALSO A SENSIBLE SOUL AS A MORE NOBLE FORM. FOR THERE IS SO GREAT A POWER IN PREPARED MATTERS, WHICH, WE SEE, DO THEN RECEIVE LIFE WHEN A PERFECT MIXTION OF QUALITIES SEEMS TO BREAK THE FORMER CONTRARIETY. FOR SO MUCH THE MORE PERFECT LIFE THINGS RECEIVE, SHEWS BY HOW MUCH THEIR TEMPER IS MORE REMOTE FROM CONTRARIETY. NOW, THE HEAVEN, AS A PREVALENT CAUSE, DOTH (FROM THE BEGINNING OF EVERY THING TO BE GENERATED BY THE DUE CONCOCTION AND PERFECT DIGESTION OF THE MATTER), TOGETHER WITH LIFE, BESTOW CELESTIAL INFLUENCES AND WONDERFUL GIFTS, ACCORDING TO THE CAPACITY THAT IS IN THAT LIFE AND SENSIBLE SOUL TO RECEIVE MORE NOBLE AND SUBLIME VIRTUES. FOR THE CELESTIAL VIRTUE DOTH OTHERWISE LIE ASLEEP, AS SULPHUR KEPT FROM THE FLAME, BUT IN LIVING BODIES IT DOTH ALWAYS BURN, AS KINDLED SULPHUR; AND THEN BY ITS VAPOR, LIKE THE LIGHTED SULPHUR, IT FILLS ALL THE PLACES THAT ARE NEXT TO IT. SO CERTAIN WONDERFUL WORKS ARE WROUGHT, SUCH AS ARE READ OF IN THE BOOK OF NEMITH, WHICH IS TITLED A BOOK OF THE LAWS OF PLUTO, BECAUSE SUCH KIND OF MONSTROUS GENERATIONS ARE NOT PRODUCED ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF NATURE. FOR WE KNOW THAT OF WORMS ARE GENERATED GNATS; OF A HORSE, WASPS; OF A CALF OR OX, BEES; OF A CRAB, HIS LEGS BEING TAKEN OFF AND HE BURIED IN THE GROUND, A SCORPION; OF A DUCK, DRIED INTO POWDER AND PUT INTO HOT WATER, ARE GENERATED FROGS; BUT IF THE DUCK BE BAKED IN A PIE, AND CUT INTO PIECES, AND THEN PUT INTO A MOIST PLACE UNDER THE GROUND, TOADS ARE GENERATED OF IT. OF THE HERB GARDEN BASIL, BRUISED BETWIXT TWO STONES, ARE GENERATED SCORPIONS; AND OF THE HAIRS OF A CATAMENIEL PERSON, BURIED UNDER COMPOST, ARE BRED SERPENTS; AND THE HAIR OF A HORSE'S TAIL, PUT INTO WATER, RECEIVES LIFE AND IS TURNED INTO A PERNICIOUS WORM. AND THERE IS AN ART WHEREWITH, BY A HEN SITTING UPON EGGS, MAY BE GENERATED A FORM LIKE TO A MAN (WHICH I HAVE SEEN AND KNOW HOW TO MAKE), WHICH MAGICIANS SAY HATH IN IT, WONDERFUL VIRTUES; AND THIS THEY CALL THE TRUE MANDRAKE. YOU MUST, THEREFORE, KNOW WHICH AND WHAT KIND OF MATTERS ARE EITHER OF NATURE OR ART, BEGUN OR PERFECTED, OR COMPOUNDED OF MORE THINGS, AND WHAT CELESTIAL INFLUENCES THEY ARE ABLE TO RECEIVE. FOR A CONGRUITY OF NATURAL THINGS IS SUFFICIENT FOR THE RECEIVING OF INFLUENCE FROM THOSE, CELESTIAL; BECAUSE WHEN NOTHING DOTH HINDER THE CELESTIALS TO SEND FORTH THEIR LIGHTS UPON INFERIORS, THEY SUFFER NO MATTER TO BE DESTITUTE OF THEIR VIRTUE. WHEREFORE, AS MUCH MATTER AS IS PERFECT AND PURE, IS NOT UNFIT TO RECEIVE THE CELESTIAL INFLUENCE. FOR THAT IS THE BINDING AND CONTINUITY OF THE MATTER TO THE SOUL OF THE WORLD, WHICH DOTH SO DAILY FLOW IN UPON THINGS NATURAL, AND ALL THINGS WHICH NATURE HATH PREPARED, THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE THAT A PREPARED MATTER SHOULD NOT RECEIVE LIFE, OR A MORE NOBLE FORM. 
CHAPTER XXXVII.
HOW, BY SOME CERTAIN NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL PREPARATIONS, WE MAY ATTRACT CERTAIN CELESTIAL AND VITAL GIFTS.
PLATONISTS, TOGETHER WITH HERMES, SAY, AND JARCHUS BRACHMANUS AND THE MECUBALS OF THE HEBREWS CONFESS, THAT ALL SUBLUNARY THINGS ARE SUBJECT TO GENERATION AND CORRUPTION, AND THAT ALSO THERE ARE THE SAME THINGS IN THE CELESTIAL WORLD, BUT AFTER A CELESTIAL MANNER, AS ALSO IN THE INTELLECTUAL WORLD, BUT IN A FAR MORE PERFECT AND BETTER FASHION AND MANNER, AND IN THE MOST PERFECT MANNER OF ALL IN THE EXEMPLARY. AND, AFTER THIS COURSE, THAT EVERY INFERIOR THING SHOULD, IN ITS KIND, ANSWER ITS SUPERIOR THING, AND THROUGH THIS THE SUPREME ITSELF, AND RECEIVE FROM HEAVEN THAT CELESTIAL POWER THEY CALL THE QUINTESSENCE, OR THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD, OR THE MIDDLE NATURE; AND FROM THE INTELLECTUAL WORLD A SPIRITUAL AND ENLIVENING VIRTUE, TRANSCENDING ALL QUALITIES WHATSOEVER; AND, LASTLY, FROM THE EXEMPLARY, OR ORIGINAL, WORLD, THROUGH THE MEDIATION OF THE OTHER, ACCORDING TO THEIR DEGREE RECEIVE THE ORIGINAL POWER OF THE WHOLE PERFECTION. HENCE, EVERY THING MAY BE APTLY REDUCED FROM THESE INFERIORS TO THE STARS, FROM THE STARS TO THEIR INTELLIGENCES, AND FROM THENCE TO THE FIRST CAUSE ITSELF—FROM THE SERIES AND ORDER WHEREOF ALL MAGIC AND ALL OCCULT PHILOSOPHY FLOWS: FOR EVERY DAY SOME NATURAL THING IS DRAWN BY ART, AND SOME DIVINE THING IS DRAWN BY NATURE, WHICH, THE EGYPTIANS, SEEING, CALLED NATURE A MAGICIANESS, THE VERY MAGICAL POWER ITSELF, IN THE ATTRACTING OF LIKE BY LIKE, AND OF SUITABLE THINGS BY SUITABLE. NOW, SUCH KIND OF ATTRACTION, BY THE MUTUAL CORRESPONDENCY OF THINGS AMONGST THEMSELVES, OF SUPERIORS WITH INFERIORS, THE GRECIANS CALLED SYMPATHIES. SO, THE EARTH AGREES WITH COLD WATER, THE WATER WITH MOIST AIR, THE AIR WITH FIRE, THE FIRE WITH THE HEAVEN IN WATER; NEITHER IS FIRE MIXED WITH WATER, BUT BY AIR; NOR THE AIR WITH THE EARTH, BUT BY WATER. SO, NEITHER IS THE SOUL UNITED TO THE BODY, BUT BY THE SPIRIT; NOR THE UNDERSTANDING TO THE SPIRIT, BUT BY THE SOUL. SO, WE SEE THAT WHEN NATURE HATH FRAMED THE BODY OF AN INFANT, BY THIS VERY PREPARATIVE SHE PRESENTLY FETCHES ITS SPIRIT FROM THE UNIVERSE. THIS SPIRIT IS ITS INSTRUMENT TO OBTAIN OF GOD ITS UNDERSTANDING AND MIND IN ITS SOUL AND BODY, AS IN WOOD THE DRYNESS IS FITTED TO RECEIVE OIL, AND THE OIL, BEING IMBIBED, IS FOOD FOR THE FIRE, THE FIRE IS THE VEHICLE OF LIGHT. BY THESE EXAMPLES YOU SEE HOW BY SOME CERTAIN NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL PREPARATIONS WE ARE IN A CAPACITY TO RECEIVE CERTAIN CELESTIAL GIFTS FROM ABOVE. FOR STONES AND METALS HAVE A CORRESPONDENCY WITH HERBS, HERBS WITH ANIMALS, ANIMALS WITH THE HEAVENS, THE HEAVENS WITH INTELLIGENCES, AND THEY WITH DIVINE PROPERTIES AND ATTRIBUTES AND WITH GOD HIMSELF, AFTER WHOSE IMAGE AND LIKENESS ALL THINGS ARE CREATED. NOW, THE FIRST IMAGE OF GOD IS THE WORLD; OF THE WORLD, MAN; OF MAN, BEASTS; OF BEASTS, THE ZEOPHYTON OR ZOOPHYTE, HALF ANIMAL AND HALF PLANT; OF THE ZEOPHYTON, PLANTS; OF PLANTS, METALS; AND OF METALS, STONES. AND, AGAIN, IN THINGS SPIRITUAL, THE PLANT AGREES WITH A BRUTE IN VEGETATION, A BRUTE WITH A MAN IN SENSE, MAN WITH AN ANGEL IN UNDERSTANDING, AND AN ANGEL WITH GOD IN IMMORTALITY. DIVINITY IS ANNEXED TO THE MIND, THE MIND TO THE INTELLECT, THE INTELLECT TO THE INTENTION, THE INTENTION TO THE IMAGINATION, THE IMAGINATION TO THE SENSES, AND THE SENSES, AT LAST, TO THINGS. FOR THIS IS THE BAND AND CONTINUITY OF NATURE, THAT ALL SUPERIOR VIRTUE DOTH FLOW THROUGH EVERY INFERIOR WITH A LONG AND CONTINUED SERIES, DISPERSING ITS RAYS EVEN TO THE VERY LAST THINGS; AND INFERIORS, THROUGH THEIR SUPERIORS, COME TO THE VERY SUPREME OF ALL. FOR SO INFERIORS ARE SUCCESSIVELY JOINED TO THEIR SUPERIORS, THAT THERE PROCEEDS AN INFLUENCE FROM THEIR HEAD, THE FIRST CAUSE, AS A CERTAIN STRING STRETCHED OUT TO THE LOWERMOST THINGS OF ALL; OF WHICH STRING, IF ONE END BE TOUCHED THE WHOLE DOTH PRESENTLY SHAKE, AND SUCH A TOUCH DOTH SOUND TO THE OTHER END; AND AT THE MOTION OF AN INFERIOR THE SUPERIOR ALSO IS MOVED, TO WHICH THE OTHER DOTH ANSWER, AS STRINGS IN A LUTE WELL TUNED.
CHAPTER XXXVIII.
HOW WE MAY DRAW NOT ONLY CELESTIAL AND VITAL, BUT ALSO CERTAIN INTELLECTUAL AND DIVINE GIFTS FROM ABOVE.
MAGICIANS TEACH THAT CELESTIAL GIFTS MAY, THROUGH INFERIORS BEING CONFORMABLE TO SUPERIORS, BE DRAWN DOWN BY OPPORTUNE INFLUENCES OF THE HEAVEN; AND SO, ALSO, BY THESE CELESTIAL GIFTS, THE CELESTIAL ANGELS (AS THEY ARE SERVANTS OF THE STARS) MAY BE PROCURED AND CONVEYED TO US. IAMBLICHUS, PROCLUS AND SYNESIUS, WITH THE WHOLE SCHOOL OF PLATONISTS, CONFIRM THAT NOT ONLY CELESTIAL AND VITAL BUT ALSO CERTAIN INTELLECTUAL, ANGELICAL AND DIVINE GIFTS MAY, BE RECEIVED FROM ABOVE BY SOME CERTAIN MATTERS HAVING A NATURAL POWER OF DIVINITY, WHICH HAVE A NATURAL CORRESPONDENCY WITH THE SUPERIORS, BEING RIGHTLY RECEIVED AND OPPORTUNELY GATHERED TOGETHER ACCORDING TO THE RULES OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHY AND ASTRONOMY. AND MERCURIUS TRISMEGISTUS WRITES, THAT AN IMAGE, RIGHTLY MADE OF CERTAIN PROPER THINGS, APPROPRIATED TO ANY ONE CERTAIN ANGEL WILL PRESENTLY BE ANIMATED BY THAT ANGEL. OF THE SAME, ALSO, AUSTIN (ST. AUGUSTINE) MAKES MENTION IN HIS EIGHTH BOOK, DE CIVITATE DEI (THE CITY OF GOD). FOR THIS IS THE HARMONY OF THE WORLD, THAT THINGS SUPER-CELESTIAL BE DRAWN DOWN BY THE CELESTIAL, AND THE SUPERNATURAL BY THOSE NATURAL, BECAUSE THERE IS ONE OPERATIVE VIRTUE THAT IS DIFFUSED THROUGH ALL KINDS OF THINGS; BY WHICH VIRTUE, INDEED, AS MANIFEST THINGS ARE PRODUCED OUT OF OCCULT CAUSES, SO A MAGICIAN DOTH MAKE USE OF THINGS MANIFEST TO DRAW FORTH THINGS THAT ARE OCCULT, VIZ., THROUGH THE RAYS OF THE STARS, THROUGH FUMES, LIGHTS, SOUNDS, AND NATURAL THINGS WHICH ARE AGREEABLE TO THOSE CELESTIAL, IN WHICH, ASIDE FROM THEIR CORPOREAL QUALITIES, THERE IS, ALSO, A KIND OF REASON, SENSE AND HARMONY, AND INCORPOREAL AND DIVINE MEASURES AND ORDERS. SO WE READ THAT THE ANCIENTS WERE WONT OFTEN TO RECEIVE SOME DIVINE AND WONDERFUL THING BY CERTAIN NATURAL THINGS: SO THE STONE THAT IS BRED IN THE APPLE OF THE EYE OF A CIVET EAT, HELD UNDER THE TONGUE OF A MAN, IS SAID TO MAKE HIM TO DIVINE OR PROPHESY; THE SAME IS SELENITE, THE MOON-STONE, REPORTED TO DO. SO THEY SAY THAT THE IMAGES OF GODS MAY BE CALLED UP BY THE STONE CALLED ANCHITIS; AND THAT THE GHOSTS OF THE DEAD MAY BE, BEING CALLED UP, KEPT UP BY THE STONE SYNOCHITIS. THE LIKE DOTH THE HERB AGLAUPHOTIS DO, WHICH IS ALSO CALLED MARMORITES, GROWING UPON THE MARBLES OF ARABIA, AS SAITH PLINY, AND THE WHICH MAGICIANS USE. ALSO, THERE IS AN HERB CALLED RHEANGELIDA WITH WHICH MAGICIANS DRINKING OF CAN PROPHESY. MOREOVER, THERE ARE SOME HERBS BY WHICH THE DEAD ARE RAISED TO LIFE; WHENCE XANTHUS THE HISTORIAN TELLS THAT WITH A CERTAIN HERB CALLED BALUS, A YOUNG DRAGON BEING KILLED, WAS MADE ALIVE AGAIN; ALSO, THAT BY THE SAME HERB A CERTAIN MAN OF TILLUM, WHOM A DRAGON KILLED, WAS RESTORED TO LIFE; AND JUBA REPORTS, THAT IN ARABIA A CERTAIN MAN WAS BY A CERTAIN HERB RESTORED TO LIFE. BUT WHETHER OR NO ANY SUCH THINGS CAN BE DONE, INDEED, UPON MAN BY THE VIRTUE OF HERBS OR ANY OTHER NATURAL THING, WE SHALL DISCOURSE IN THE FOLLOWING CHAPTER. NOW, IT IS CERTAIN AND MANIFEST, THAT SUCH THINGS CAN BE DONE UPON OTHER ANIMALS. SO, IF FLIES, THAT ARE DROWNED, BE PUT INTO WARM ASHES THEY REVIVE. AND BEES, BEING DROWNED, DO IN LIKE MATTER RECOVER LIFE IN THE JUICE OF THE HERB CATNIP; AND EELS, BEING DEAD FOR WANT OF WATER, IF WITH THEIR WHOLE BODIES THEY BE PUT UNDER MUD IN VINEGAR AND THE BLOOD OF A VULTURE BEING PUT TO THEM, WILL ALL OF THEM, IN A FEW DAYS, RECOVER LIFE. THEY SAY THAT IF THE FISH ECHENEIS BE CUT INTO PIECES AND CAST INTO THE SEA, THE PARTS WILL WITHIN A LITTLE TIME COME TOGETHER AND LIVE. ALSO, WE KNOW THAT THE PELICAN DOTH RESTORE HER YOUNG TO LIFE, BEING KILLED, WITH HER OWN BLOOD.
CHAPTER XXXIX.
THAT WE MAY, BY SOME CERTAIN MATTERS OF THE WORLD, STIR UP THE GODS OF THE WORLD AND THEIR MINISTERING SPIRITS.
NO MAN IS IGNORANT THAT EVIL SPIRITS, BY EVIL AND PROFANE ARTS, MAY BE RAISED UP AS PSELLUS SAITH SORCERERS ARE WONT TO DO, WHOM MOST DETESTABLE AND ABOMINABLE FILTHINESS DID FOLLOW AND ACCOMPANY, SUCH AS WERE IN TIMES PAST IN THE SACRIFICES OF PRIAPUS, AND IN THE WORSHIP OF THE IDOL WHICH WAS CALLED PANOR, TO WHOM THEY DID SACRIFICE WITH SHAMEFUL NAKEDNESS. NEITHER TO THESE IS THAT UNLIKE (IF IT BE TRUE AND NOT A FABLE) WHICH IS READ CONCERNING THE DETESTABLE HERESY OF OLD CHURCHMEN, AND LIKE TO THESE ARE MANIFEST IN WITCHES AND MISCHIEVOUS WOMEN, WHICH WICKEDNESSES THE FOOLISH DOTAGE OF WOMEN IS SUBJECT TO FALL INTO. BY THESE, AND SUCH AS THESE, EVIL SPIRITS ARE RAISED. AS A WICKED SPIRIT SPOKE ONCE TO JOHN OF ONE CYNOPS, A SORCERER: "ALL THE POWER," SAITH HE, "OF SATAN DWELLS THERE; AND HE IS ENTERED INTO A CONFEDERACY WITH ALL THE PRINCIPALITIES TOGETHER, AND LIKEWISE WE WITH HIM; AND CYNOPS OBEYS US AND WE, AGAIN, OBEY HIM." AGAIN, ON THE CONTRARY SIDE, NO MAN IS IGNORANT THAT SUPER-CELESTIAL ANGELS OR SPIRITS MAY BE GAINED BY US THROUGH GOOD WORKS, A PURE MIND, SECRET PRAYERS, DEVOUT HUMILIATION, AND THE LIKE. LET NO MAN, THEREFORE, DOUBT THAT IN LIKE MANNER BY SOME CERTAIN MATTERS OF THE WORLD, THE GODS OF THE WORLD MAY BE RAISED BY US, OR, AT LEAST, THE MINISTERING SPIRITS, OR SERVANTS OF THESE GODS, AND, AS MERCURIUS SAITH, THE AIRY SPIRITS (NOT SUPER-CELESTIAL, BUT LESS-HIGHER). SO WE READ THAT THE ANCIENT PRIESTS MADE STATUES AND IMAGES, FORETELLING THINGS TO COME, AND INFUSED INTO THEM THE SPIRITS OF THE STARS, WHICH WERE NOT KEPT THERE BY CONSTRAINT IN SOME CERTAIN MATTERS, BUT REJOICED IN THEM, VIZ., AS ACKNOWLEDGING SUCH KINDS OF MATTER TO BE SUITABLE TO THEM, THEY DO ALWAYS AND WILLINGLY ABIDE IN THEM, AND SPEAK AND DO WONDERFUL THINGS BY THEM; NO OTHERWISE THAN EVIL SPIRITS ARE WONT TO DO WHEN THEY POSSESS MEN'S BODIES. 
CHAPTER XL.
OF BINDINGS; WHAT SORT THEY ARE OF, AND IN WHAT WAYS THEY ARE WONT TO BE DONE.
WE HAVE SPOKEN CONCERNING THE VIRTUES AND WONDERFUL EFFICACY OF NATURAL THINGS. IT REMAINS NOW THAT WE UNDERSTAND A THING OF GREAT WONDERMENT—AND IT IS A BINDING OF MEN INTO LOVE OR HATRED, SICKNESS OR HEALTH, OR SUCH LIKE. ALSO THE BINDING OF THIEVES AND ROBBERS, THAT THEY CANNOT STEAL IN ANY PLACE; THE BINDING OF MERCHANTS, THAT THEY CANNOT BUY OR SELL IN ANY PLACE; THE BINDING OF AN ARMY, THAT THEY CANNOT PASS OVER ANY BOUND; THE BINDING OF SHIPS, THAT NO WINDS, THOUGH NEVER SO STRONG, SHALL BE ABLE TO CARRY THEM OUT OF THE HAVEN. ALSO THE BINDING OF A MILL, THAT IT CAN BY NO FORCE WHATSOEVER BE TURNED ROUND; THE BINDING OF A CISTERN OR FOUNTAIN, THAT THE WATER CANNOT BE DRAWN UP OUT OF THEM; THE BINDING OF THE GROUND, THAT IT CANNOT BRING FORTH FRUIT; THE BINDING OF ANY PLACE, THAT NOTHING CAN BE BUILT UPON IT; THE BINDING OF FIRE, THAT THOUGH IT BE NEVER SO STRONG, CAN BURN NO COMBUSTIBLE THING THAT IS PUT TO IT. ALSO, THE BINDINGS OF LIGHTNINGS AND TEMPESTS, THAT THEY SHALL DO NO HURT; THE BINDING OF DOGS, THAT THEY CANNOT BARK; THE BINDING OF BIRDS AND WILD BEASTS, THAT THEY SHALL NOT BE ABLE TO FLY OR RUN AWAY. AND SUCH LIKE AS THESE, WHICH ARE SCARCE CREDIBLE, YET OFTEN KNOWN BY EXPERIENCE. NOW, THERE ARE SUCH KIND OF BINDINGS AS THESE MADE BY SORCERIES, COLLYRIES, UNGUENTS, AND LOVE POTIONS; BY BINDING TO OR HANGING UP OF THINGS; BY RINGS, BY CHARMS, BY STRONG IMAGINATIONS AND PASSIONS, BY IMAGES AND CHARACTERS, BY ENCHANTMENTS AND IMPRECATIONS, BY LIGHTS, BY NUMBERS, BY, SOUNDS, BY WORDS, AND NAMES, INVOCATIONS, AND SACRIFICES; BY SWEARING, CONJURING, CONSECRATIONS, DEVOTIONS, AND BY DIVERS SUPERSTITIONS, AND OBSERVATIONS, AND SUCH LIKE.
CHAPTER XLI.
OF SORCERIES, AND THEIR POWER.
THE FORCE OF SORCERIES IS REPORTED TO BE SO GREAT THAT THEY ARE BELIEVED TO BE ABLE TO SUBVERT, CONSUME AND CHANGE ALL INFERIOR THINGS, ACCORDING TO VIRGIL'S MUSE: MŒRIS FOR ME THESE HERBS IN PONTUS CHOSE, AND CURIOUS DRUGS, FOR THERE GREAT PLENTY GROWS; I, MANY TIMES, WITH THESE HAVE MŒRIS SPIED CHANGED TO A WOLF, AND IN THE WOODS TO HIDE; FROM SEPULCHERS WOULD SOULS DEPARTED CHARM, AND CORN BEAR STANDING FROM ANOTHER'S FARM. ALSO, IN ANOTHER PLACE, CONCERNING THE COMPANIONS OF ULYSSES, WHOM THE CRUEL GODDESS, CIRCE, THERE INVESTS WITH FIERCE ASPECTS, AND CHANGED TO SAVAGE BEASTS. AND, A LITTLE AFTER, WHEN LOVE FROM PICUS, CERCE COULD NOT GAINE, HIM, WITH HER CHARMING-WAND, AND HELLISH BANE, CHANGED TO A BIRD, AND SPOTS HIS SPECKLED WINGS WITH SUNDRY COLORS——NOW, THERE ARE SOME KINDS OF THESE SORCERIES MENTIONED BY LUCAN CONCERNING THAT SORCERESS, THESSALA, CALLING UP GHOSTS, WHERE HE SAITH: HERE ALL NATURE'S PRODUCTS UNFORTUNATE: FOAM OF MAD DOGS, WHICH WATERS FEAR AND HATE; GUTS OF THE LYNX; HYENA'S, KNOT INBRED; THE MARROW OF A HART WITH SERPENTS FED WERE NOT WANTING; NO, NOR THE SEA LAMPREY, WHICH STOPS THE SHIPS; NOR YET THE DRAGON'S EYE. AND SUCH AS APULEIUS TELLS OF CONCERNING PAMPHILA, THAT SORCERESS, ENDEAVORING TO PROCURE LOVE; TO WHOM FOTIS, A CERTAIN MAID, BROUGHT THE HAIRS OF A GOAT (CUT OFF FROM A BAG OR BOTTLE MADE WITH THE SKIN THEREOF) INSTEAD OF BÆOTIUS’ (A YOUNG MAN) HAIR. NOW SHE, SAITH APULEIUS, BEING OUT OF HER WITS FOR THE YOUNG MAN, GO UP TO THE TILED ROOF AND, IN THE UPPER PART THEREOF, MAKES A GREAT HOLE OPEN TO ALL THE ORIENTAL AND OTHER ASPECTS, AND MOST FIT FOR THESE HER ARTS, AND THERE PRIVATELY WORSHIPS; HAVING BEFORE FURNISHED HER MOURNFUL HOUSE WITH SUITABLE FURNITURE, WITH ALL KINDS OF SPICES, WITH PLATES OF IRON WITH STRANGE WORDS ENGRAVED UPON THEM, WITH PARTS OF STERNS OF SHIPS THAT WERE CAST AWAY AND MUCH LAMENTED, AND WITH DIVERS MEMBERS OF BURIED CARCASSES CAST ABROAD—HERE NOSES AND FINGERS, THERE THE FLESHY NAILS OF THOSE THAT WERE HANGED, AND, IN ANOTHER PLACE, THE BLOOD OF THEM THAT WERE MURDERED, AND THEIR SKULLS, MANGLED WITH THE TEETH OF WILD BEASTS. THEN SHE OFFERS SACRIFICES (THEIR ENCHANTED ENTRAILS LYING PANTING), AND SPRINKLES THEM WITH DIVER’S KINDS OF LIQUORS; SOMETIMES WITH FOUNTAIN WATER, SOMETIMES WITH COW'S MILK, SOMETIMES WITH MOUNTAIN HONEY, AND MEAD. THEN SHE TIES THOSE HAIRS INTO KNOTS, AND LAYS THEM ON THE FIRE, WITH DIVER’S ODORS, TO BE BURNT. THEN PRESENTLY, WITH AN IRRESISTIBLE POWER OF MAGIC, AND BLIND FORCE OF THE GODS, THE BODIES OF THOSE WHOSE HAIRS DID SMOKE, AND CRASH, DID ASSUME THE SPIRIT OF A MAN, AND FEEL, AND HEAR, AND WALK, AND COME WHITHER THE STINK OF THEIR HAIR LED THEM, AND, INSTEAD OF BÆOTIUS, THE YOUNG MAN, COME SKIPPING AND LEAPING WITH JOY AND LOVE INTO THE HOUSE. AUSTIN ALSO REPORTS THAT HE HEARD OF SOME WOMEN SORCERESSES, THAT WERE SO WELL VERSED IN THESE, KIND OF ARTS, THAT, BY GIVING CHEESE TO MEN, THEY WOULD PRESENTLY TURN THEM INTO WORKING CATTLE AND, THE WORK BEING DONE, RESTORED THEM INTO MEN AGAIN.
CHAPTER XLII.
OF THE WONDERFUL VIRTUES OF SOME KINDS OF SORCERIES.
NOW I WILL SHEW YOU WHAT SOME OF THE SORCERIES ARE, THAT BY THE EXAMPLE OF THESE THERE MAY BE A WAY OPENED FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF THE WHOLE SUBJECT OF THEM. OF THESE, THEREFORE, THE FIRST IS THE CATAMENIA, WHICH, HOW MUCH POWER IT HATH IN SORCERY, WE WILL NOW CONSIDER; FOR, AS THEY SAY, IF IT COMES OVER NEW WINE IT MAKES IT SOUR, AND IF IT DOTH BUT TOUCH THE VINE, IT SPOILS IT FOREVER; AND, BY ITS VERY TOUCH, IT MAKES ALL PLANTS AND TREES BARREN, AND THEY THAT BE NEWLY SET TO DIE; IT BURNS UP ALL THE HERBS IN THE GARDEN AND MAKES FRUIT FALL OFF FROM THE TREES; IT DARKENS THE BRIGHTNESS OF A LOOKING-GLASS, DULLS THE EDGES OF KNIVES AND RAZORS, AND DIMS THE BEAUTY OF IVORY. IT MAKES IRON PRESENTLY RUSTY; IT MAKES BRASS RUST AND SMELL VERY STRONG; IT MAKES DOGS MAD IF THEY DO BUT TASTE OF IT, AND IF THEY, BEING THUS MAD, SHALL BITE ANY ONE, THAT WOUND IS INCURABLE. IT KILLS WHOLE HIVES OF BEES, AND DRIVES THEM FROM THE HIVES THAT ARE BUT TOUCHED WITH IT. IT MAKES LINEN BLACK THAT IS BOILED WITH IT; IT MAKES MARES CAST THEIR FOAL IF THEY DO BUT TOUCH IT, AND MAKES ASSES BARREN AS LONG AS THEY EAT OF THE CORN THAT HATH BEEN TOUCHED WITH IT. THE ASHES OF CATAMENIOUS CLOTHES, IF THEY BE CAST UPON PURPLE GARMENTS THAT ARE TO BE WASHED, CHANGE THE COLOR OF THEM, AND TAKES AWAY COLORS FROM FLOWERS. THEY SAY THAT IT DRIVES AWAY TERTIAN AND QUARTAN AGUES IF IT BE PUT INTO THE WOOL OF A BLACK RAM, AND TIED UP IN A SILVER BRACELET; AS, ALSO, IF THE SOLES OF THE PATIENT'S FEET BE ANOINTED THEREWITH, AND ESPECIALLY IF IT BE DONE BY THE WOMAN HERSELF, THE PATIENT NOT KNOWING OF IT. MOREOVER, IT CURES THE FITS OF THE FALLING SICKNESS; BUT MOST ESPECIALLY IT CURES THEM THAT ARE AFRAID OF WATER, OR DRINK AFTER THEY ARE BITTEN WITH A MAD DOG, IF ONLY A CATAMENIOUS CLOTH BE PUT UNDER THE CUP. BESIDES, THEY REPORT, THAT IF CATAMENIOUS PERSONS SHALL WALK, BEING NUDE, ABOUT THE STANDING CORN, THEY MAKE ALL CANKERS, WORMS, BEETLES, FLIES, AND ALL HURTFUL THINGS, TO FALL OFF FROM THE CORN; BUT THEY MUST TAKE HEED THAT THEY DO IT BEFORE SUN-RISING, OR ELSE THEY WILL MAKE THE CORN TO WITHER. ALSO, THEY SAY, THEY ARE ABLE TO EXPEL HAIL, TEMPESTS, AND LIGHTNINGS, MORE OF WHICH PLINY MAKES MENTION OF. KNOW THIS, THAT THEY ARE A GREATER POISON IF THEY HAPPEN IN THE DECREASE OF THE MOON, AND YET MUCH GREATER IF THEY HAPPEN BETWIXT THE DECREASE AND CHANGE OF THE MOON; BUT IF THEY HAPPEN IN THE ECLIPSE OF THE MOON OR THE SUN, THEY ARE AN INCURABLE POISON. BUT THEY ARE OF THE GREATEST FORCE OF ALL WHEN THEY HAPPEN IN THE FIRST EARLY YEARS, EVEN IN THE YEARS OF VIRGINITY, FOR IF THEY DO BUT TOUCH THE POSTS OF THE HOUSE THERE CAN NO MISCHIEF TAKE EFFECT IN IT. ALSO, THEY SAY, THAT THE THREADS OF ANY GARMENT TOUCHED THEREWITH CANNOT BE BURNT, AND IF THEY BE CAST INTO THE FIRE IT WILL SPREAD NO FURTHER. ALSO, IT IS SAID, THAT THE ROOT OF PEONY, BEING GIVEN WITH CASTOR OIL SMEARED OVER, USING THE CATAMENIOUS CLOTH, CURES THE FALLING SICKNESS. MOREOVER, IF THE STOMACH OF A HART BE BURNT OR ROASTED, AND TO IT BE PUT A PERFUMING MADE WITH A CATAMENIOUS CLOTH, IT WILL MAKE CROSS-BOWS USELESS FOR THE KILLING OF ANY GAME. THE HAIRS OF A CATAMENIOUS PERSON, PUT UNDER COMPOST, BREED SERPENTS; AND, IF THEY BE BURNT, WILL DRIVE AWAY SERPENTS WITH THEIR SMELL. SO GREAT A POISONOUS FORCE IS IN THEM THAT THEY ARE POISON TO POISONOUS CREATURES. THERE IS, ALSO, HIPPOMANES, WHICH AMONGST SORCERIES IS NOT THE LEAST TAKEN NOTICE OF, AND IT IS A LITTLE VENEMOUS PIECE OF FLESH AS BIG AS A FIG, AND BLACK, WHICH IS IN THE FOREHEAD OF A COLT NEWLY FOALED, WHICH UNLESS THE MARE HERSELF PRESENTLY EAT, SHE WILL NEVER AFTER LOVE HER FOAL OR LET IT SUCKLE. AND FOR THIS CAUSE, THEY SAY, THERE IS A MOST WONDERFUL POWER IN IT TO PROCURE LOVE, IF IT BE POWDERED AND DRANK IN A CUP WITH THE BLOOD OF HIM THAT IS IN LOVE. THERE IS ANOTHER SORCERY OF THE SAME NAME, HIPPO-MANES, A VENEMOUS HUMOR OF THE MARE IN HER MATING SEASON, OF WHICH VIRGIL MAKES MENTION WHEN HE SINGS: HENCE COMES THAT POISON WHICH THE SHEPHERDS CALL HIPPOMANES, AND FROM THE MARES DOTH FALL, THE WOEFUL BANE WHICH CRUEL STEPDAMES USE, AND WITH A CHARM AMONG POWERFUL DRUGS INFUSE. OF THIS DOTH JUVENAL, THE SATIRIST, MAKE MENTION: HIPPOMANES, POISONS THAT BOILED ARE, AND CHARMS ARE GIVEN TO SONS IN LAW, WITH SUCH LIKE HARMS. APOLLONIUS, ALSO, IN HIS ARGONAUTICA, MAKES MENTION OF THE HERB OF PROMETHEUS, WHICH HE SAITH GROWS FROM CORRUPT BLOOD DROPPING UPON THE EARTH, WHILST THE VULTURE WAS GNAWING UPON THE LIVER OF PROMETHEUS UPON THE HILL CAUCASUS. THE FLOWER OF THIS HERB, HE SAITH, IS LIKE SAFFRON, HAVING A DOUBLE STALK HANGING OUT, ONE FURTHER THAN THE OTHER THE LENGTH OF A CUBIT; THE ROOT UNDER THE EARTH, AS FLESH NEWLY CUT, SENDS FORTH A BLACKISH JUICE AS IT WERE OF A BEECH, WITH WHICH, SAITH HE, IF ANY ONE SHALL, AFTER HE HATH PERFORMED HIS DEVOTION TO PROSERPINA, SMEAR OVER HIS BODY, HE CANNOT BE HURT EITHER WITH SWORD OR FIRE. ALSO, SAXO GRAMATICUS WRITES, THAT THERE WAS A CERTAIN MAN, CALLED FROTON, WHO HAD A GARMENT WHICH, WHEN HE HAD PUT ON, WAS SUCH HE COULD NOT BE HURT WITH THE POINT OR EDGE OF ANY WEAPON. THE CIVET CAT ALSO ABOUNDS WITH SORCERIES, FOR, AS PLINY REPORTS, THE POSTS OF A DOOR BEING TOUCHED WITH HER BLOOD, THE ARTS OF JUGGLERS AND SORCERERS ARE SO INVALID THAT THE GODS CANNOT BE CALLED UP, AND WILL BY NO MEANS BE PERSUADED TO TALK WITH THEM. ALSO, THAT THEY ARE ANOINTED WITH THE ASHES OF THE ANKLE-BONE OF HER LEFT FOOT, BEING DECOCTED WITH THE BLOOD OF A WEASEL, SHALL BECOME ODIOUS TO ALL. THE SAME, ALSO, IS DONE WITH THE EYE, BEING, DECOCTED. ALSO, IT IS SAID, THAT THE STRAIGHT-GUT IS ADMINISTERED AGAINST THE INJUSTICE AND CORRUPTION OF PRINCES AND GREAT MEN IN POWER, AND FOR SUCCESS OF PETITIONS, AND TO CONDUCE TO THE ENDING OF SUITS AND CONTROVERSIES, IF ANY ONE HATH NEVER SO LITTLE OF IT ABOUT HIM; AND THAT IF IT BE BOUND UNTO THE LEFT ARM, IT IS SUCH A PERFECT CHARM THAT IF ANY MAN DO BUT LOOK UPON A WOMAN, IT WILL MAKE HER FOLLOW HIM PRESENTLY; AND THAT THE SKIN OF THE CIVET CAT'S FOREHEAD DOTH WITHSTAND BEWITCHINGS. THEY SAY, ALSO, THAT THE BLOOD OF A BASILISK, WHICH THEY CALL THE BLOOD OF SATURN, HATH SUCH GREAT FORCE IN SORCERY THAT IT PROCURES FOR HIM THAT CARRIES IT ABOUT HIM GOOD SUCCESS OF HIS PETITIONS FROM GREAT MEN IN POWER, AND OF HIS PRAYERS FROM GOD, AND ALSO REMEDIES OF DISEASES, AND GRANT OF ANY PRIVILEGE. THEY SAY, ALSO, THAT A TYKE, IF IT BE PULLED OUT OF THE LEFT EAR OF A DOG, AND IF BE IT IS ALTOGETHER BLACK, HATH GREAT VIRTUE IN THE PROGNOSTICATING OF LIFE, FOR IF THE SICK PARTY SHALL ANSWER HIM THAT BROUGHT IT IN, AND WHO, STANDING AT HIS FEET, SHALL ASK OF HIM CONCERNING HIS DISEASE, THERE IS CERTAIN HOPE OF LIFE; AND THAT HE SHALL DIE IF HE MAKE NO ANSWER. THEY SAY, ALSO, THAT A STONE THAT IS BIT WITH A MAD DOG HATH POWER TO CAUSE DISCORD, IF IT BE PUT IN DRINK, AND THAT LIE SHALL NOT BE BARKED AT BY DOGS THAT PUTS THE TONGUE OF A DOG IN HIS SHOE UNDER HIS GREAT TOE, ESPECIALLY IF THE HERB OF THE SAME NAME, VIZ., HOUND'S-TONGUE, BE JOINED WITH IT. AND THAT A MEMBRANE OF THE SECONDINES OF A DOG DOTH THE SAME; AND THAT DOGS WILL SHUN HIM THAT HATH A DOG'S HEART. AND PLINY REPORTS THAT THERE IS A RED TOAD THAT LIVES IN BRIERS AND BRAMBLES, AND IS FULL OF SORCERIES AND DOTH WONDERFUL THINGS, FOR THE LITTLE BONE WHICH IS IN HIS LEFT SIDE, BEING CAST INTO COLD WATER, MAKES IT PRESENTLY VERY HOT; BY WHICH ALSO THE RAGE OF DOGS IS RESTRAINED, AND THEIR LOVE IS PROCURED IF IT BE PUT IN THEIR DRINK; AND, IF IT BE BOUND TO ANY ONE, IT STIRS UP DESIRE. ON THE CONTRARY, THE LITTLE BONE WHICH IS ON THE RIGHT SIDE MAKES HOT WATER COLD, AND THAT IT CAN NEVER BE HOT AGAIN UNLESS THAT BE TAKEN OUT; ALSO IT IS SAID TO CURE QUARTANS IF IT BE BOUND TO THE SICK IN A SNAKE'S SKIN, AS ALSO ALL OTHER FEVERS, AND TO RESTRAIN LOVE AND DESIRE. AND THAT THE SPLEEN AND HEART IS AN EFFECTUAL REMEDY AGAINST THE POISONS OF THE SAID TOAD. THUS, MUCH PLINY WRITES. ALSO, IT IS SAID, THAT THE SWORD WITH WHICH A MAN IS SLAIN HATH WONDERFUL POWER IN SORCERIES. FOR IF THE SNAFFLE OF THE BRIDLE, OR SPURS, BE MADE OF IT, THEY SAY THAT WITH THESE ANY HORSE, THOUGH NEVER SO WILD, MAY BE TAMED AND GENTLED; AND THAT IF A HORSE SHOULD BE SHOD WITH SHOES MADE OF IT, HE WOULD BE MOST SWIFT AND FLEET, AND NEVER, THOUGH NEVER SO HARD RODE, TIRE. BUT YET THEY WILL THAT SOME CERTAIN CHARACTERS AND NAMES SHOULD BE WRITTEN UPON IT. THEY SAY, ALSO, IF ANY MAN SHALL DIP A SWORD, WHEREWITH MEN WERE BEHEADED, IN WINE, AND THE SICK DRINK THEREOF, HE SHALL BE CURED OF HIS QUARTAN. THEY SAY, ALSO, THAT A CUP OF LIQUOR BEING MADE WITH THE BRAINS OF A BEAR, AND DRANK OUT OF THE SKULL, SHALL MAKE HIM THAT DRINKS IT BE AS FIERCE AND AS RAGING AS A BEAR, AND THINK HIMSELF TO BE CHANGED INTO A BEAR, AND JUDGE ALL THINGS HE SEES TO BE BEARS, AND SO TO CONTINUE IN THAT MADNESS UNTIL THE FORCE OF THAT DRAUGHT SHALL BE DISSOLVED, NO OTHER DISTEMPER BEING ALL THIS WHILE PERCEIVED IN HIM.
CHAPTER XLIII.
OF PERFUMES OR SUFFUMIGATIONS; THEIR MANNER AND POWER.
SOME SUFFUMIGATIONS, ALSO, OR PERFUMING’S, THAT ARE PROPER TO THE STARS, ARE OF GREAT FORCE FOR THE OPPORTUNE RECEIVING OF CELESTIAL GIFTS UNDER THE RAYS OF THE STARS, IN AS MUCH AS THEY DO STRONGLY WORK UPON THE AIR AND BREATH. FOR OUR BREATH IS VERY MUCH CHANGED BY SUCH KIND OF VAPORS, IF BOTH VAPORS BE OF ANOTHER LIKE. THE AIR, ALSO, BEING THROUGH THE SAID VAPORS EASILY MOVED, OR AFFECTED WITH THE QUALITIES OF INFERIORS OR THOSE, CELESTIAL, DAILY; AND, QUICKLY PENETRATING OUR BREAST AND VITALS, DOTH WONDERFULLY REDUCE US TO THE LIKE QUALITIES. WHEREFORE, SUFFUMIGATIONS ARE WONT TO BE USED BY THEM THAT ARE ABOUT TO SOOTHSAY OR PREDICT FOR TO AFFECT THEIR FANCY OR CONCEPTION; WHICH SUFFUMIGATIONS, INDEED, BEING DULY APPROPRIATED TO ANY CERTAIN DEITIES, DO FIT US TO RECEIVE DIVINE INSPIRATION. SO, THEY SAY THAT FUMES MADE WITH LINSEED, FLEA-BANE SEED, ROOTS OF VIOLETS, AND PARSLEY, DOTH MAKE ONE TO FORESEE THINGS TO COME AND DOTH CONDUCE TO PROPHESYING. LET NO MAN WONDER HOW GREAT THINGS SUFFUMIGATIONS CAN DO IN THE AIR, ESPECIALLY WHEN HE SHALL WITH PORPHYRIUS CONSIDER THAT BY CERTAIN VAPORS, EXHALING FROM PROPER SUFFUMIGATIONS, AIRY SPIRITS ARE PRESENTLY RAISED, AS ALSO THUNDERING’S AND LIGHTNINGS, AND SUCH LIKE THINGS. AS THE LIVER OF A CHAMELEON, BEING BURNT ON TOP OF THE HOUSE, DOTH, AS IS MANIFEST, RAISE SHOWERS AND LIGHTNINGS. IN LIKE MANNER THE HEAD AND THROAT OF THE CHAMELEON, IF THEY BE BURNT WITH OAKEN WOOD, CAUSE STORMS AND LIGHTNINGS. THERE ARE ALSO SUFFUMIGATIONS UNDER OPPORTUNE INFLUENCES OF THE STARS THAT MAKE THE IMAGES OF SPIRITS FORTHWITH APPEAR IN THE AIR OR ELSEWHERE. SO, THEY SAY, THAT IF OF CORIANDER, SMALLAGE, HENBANE, AND HEMLOCK, BE MADE A FUME, THAT SPIRITS WILL PRESENTLY COME TOGETHER; HENCE THEY ARE CALLED SPIRIT'S HERBS. ALSO, IT IS SAID, THAT FUME MADE OF THE ROOT OF THE REEDY HERB SAGAPEN, WITH THE JUICE OF HEMLOCK AND HENBANE, AND THE HERB TAPSUS BARBATUS, RED SANDERS, AND BLACK POPPY, MAKES SPIRITS AND STRANGE SHAPES APPEAR; AND IF SMALLAGE BE ADDED TO THEM, THE FUME CHASETH AWAY SPIRITS FROM ANY PLACE AND DESTROYS THEIR VISIONS. IN LIKE MANNER, A FUME MADE OF CALAMINT, PEONY, MINTS, AND PALMA CHRISTI, DRIVES AWAY ALL EVIL SPIRITS AND VAIN IMAGINATIONS. MOREOVER, IT IS SAID, THAT BY CERTAIN FUMES CERTAIN ANIMALS ARE GATHERED TOGETHER AND ALSO PUT TO FLIGHT, AS PLINY MENTIONS CONCERNING THE STONE LIPARIS, THAT WITH THE FUME THEREOF ALL BEASTS ARE CALLED OUT. SO, THE BONES IN THE UPPER PART OF THE THROAT OF A HART, BEING BURNT, GATHER ALL THE SERPENTS TOGETHER; BUT THE HORN OF THE HART, BEING BURNT, DOTH WITH ITS FUME CHASE THEM ALL AWAY. THE SAME DOTH A FUME OF THE FEATHERS OF PEACOCKS. ALSO, THE LUNGS OF AN ASS, BEING BURNT, PUTS ALL POISONOUS THINGS TO FLIGHT; THE FUME OF THE BURNT HOOF OF A HORSE DRIVES AWAY MICE; THE SAME DOTH THE HOOF OF A MULE; WITH WHICH, ALSO, IF IT BE THE HOOF OF THE LEFT FOOT, FLIES ARE DRIVEN AWAY. AND, THEY SAY, IF A HOUSE OR ANY PLACE BE SMOKED WITH THE GALL OF A CUTTLE-FISH, MADE INTO A CONFECTION WITH RED STORAX, ROSES, AND LIGNUM-ALOES, OR LIGNALOES, AND IF THEN THERE BE SOME SEA-WATER, OR BLOOD, CAST INTO THAT PLACE, THE WHOLE HOUSE WILL SEEM TO BE FULL OF WATER OR BLOOD; AND IF SOME EARTH OF PLOWED GROUND BE CAST THERE, THE EARTH WILL SEEM TO QUAKE. NOW, SUCH KINDS OF VAPORS, WE MUST CONCEIVE, DO INFECT ANY BODY AND INFUSE VIRTUE INTO IT, WHICH BOTH CONTINUE LONG, EVEN AS ANY CONTAGIOUS OR POISONOUS VAPOR OF THE PESTILENCE, BEING KEPT FOR TWO YEARS IN THE WALL OF A HOUSE INFECTS THE INHABITANTS, AND AS THE CONTAGION OF PESTILENCE, OR LEPROSY, LYING HID IN A GARMENT, DOTH LONG AFTER INFECT HIM THAT WEARS IT. THEREFORE, WERE CERTAIN SUFFUMIGATIONS USED TO AFFECT IMAGES, RINGS, AND SUCH LIKE INSTRUMENTS OF MAGIC AND HIDDEN TREASURES, AND, AS PORPHYRIUS SAITH, VERY EFFECTUALLY. SO, THEY SAY, IF ANY ONE SHALL HIDE GOLD OR SILVER, OR ANY OTHER PRECIOUS THING, THE MOON BEING IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE SUN, AND SHALL FUME THE HIDING PLACE WITH CORIANDER, SAFFRON, HENBANE, SMALLAGE, AND BLACK POPPY, OF EACH ALIKE QUANTITY, BRUISED TOGETHER, AND TEMPERED WITH THE JUICE OF HEMLOCK, THAT WHICH IS SO HID SHALL NEVER BE FOUND OR TAKEN AWAY; AND THAT SPIRITS SHALL CONTINUALLY KEEP IT, AND IF ANY ONE SHALL ENDEAVOR TO TAKE IT AWAY HE SHALL BE HURT BY THEM AND SHALL FALL INTO A FRENZY. AND HERMES SAITH THAT THERE IS NOTHING LIKE THE FUME OF SPERMACETI FOR THE RAISING OF SPIRITS. WHEREFORE, IF A FUME BE MADE OF THAT AND LIGNUM-ALOES, RED STORAX, PEPPER-WORT, MUSK, AND SAFFRON, ALL TEMPERED TOGETHER, WITH THE BLOOD OF A LAPWING, IT WILL QUICKLY GATHER AIRY SPIRITS TOGETHER, AND IF IT BE USED ABOUT THE GRAVES OF THE DEAD, IT GATHERS TOGETHER SPIRITS AND THE GHOSTS OF THE DEAD. SO, AS OFTEN AS WE DIRECT ANY WORK TO THE SUN, WE MUST MAKE SUFFUMIGATIONS WITH SOLARY THINGS, AND IF TO THE MOON, WITH LUNARY THINGS, AND SO OF THE REST. AND WE MUST KNOW THAT AS THERE IS A CONTRARIETY AND ENMITY IN STARS AND SPIRITS, SO ALSO IN SUFFUMIGATIONS UNTO THE SAME. SO, THERE IS ALSO A CONTRARIETY BETWIXT LIGNUM ALOES AND SULPHUR, FRANKINCENSE, AND QUICKSILVER; THEREFORE, SPIRITS THAT ARE RAISED BY THE FUME OF LIGNUM ALOES ARE ALLAYED BY THE BURNING OF SULPHUR. AS PROCLUS GIVES AN EXAMPLE OF A SPIRIT, WHICH WAS WONT TO APPEAR IN THE FORM OF A LION, BUT, BY THE SETTING OF A COCK BEFORE IT, VANISHED AWAY BECAUSE THERE IS A CONTRARIETY BETWIXT A COCK AND A LION, AND SO THE LIKE CONSIDERATION AND PRACTICE IS TO BE OBSERVED CONCERNING SUCH LIKE THINGS. 
CHAPTER XLIV.
THE COMPOSITION OF SOME FUMES APPROPRIATED TO THE PLANETS.
WE MAKE A SUFFUMIGATION FOR THE SUN IN THIS MANNER, VIZ., OF SAFFRON, AMBERGRIS, MUSK, LIGNUM ALOES, LIGNUM BALSAM, THE FRUIT OF THE LAUREL, CLOVES, MYRRH, AND FRANKINCENSE; ALL WHICH BEING BRUISED AND MIXT IN SUCH A PROPORTION AS MAY MAKE A SWEET ODOR, MUST BE INCORPORATED WITH THE BRAIN OF AN EAGLE, OR THE BLOOD OF A WHITE COCK, AFTER THE MANNER OF PILLS OR TROCHES. FOR THE MOON WE MAKE A SUFFUMIGATION OF THE HEAD OF A DRIED FROG, THE EYES OF A BULL, THE SEED OF WHITE POPPY, FRANKINCENSE, AND CAMPHOR; WHICH MUST BE INCORPORATED WITH CATAMENIA, OR THE BLOOD OF A GOOSE. FOR SATURN, TAKE BLACK POPPY SEED, HENBANE, ROOT OF MANDRAKE, THE LOADSTONE, AND MYRRH, AND MAKE THEM UP WITH THE BRAIN OF A CAT OR THE BLOOD OF A BAT. FOR JUPITER, TAKE THE SEED OF ASH, LIGNUM ALOES, STORAX, THE GUM BENJAMIN OR BENZOIN, THE LAZULI STONE, AND THE TOPS OF THE FEATHERS OF A PEACOCK; AND INCORPORATE THEM WITH THE BLOOD OF A STORK, OR A SWALLOW, OR THE BRAIN OF A HART. FOR MARS, TAKE EUPHORBIUM, BEDELLIUM, GUM AMMONIAC, THE ROOTS OF BOTH HELLEBORES, THE LOADSTONES, AND A LITTLE SULPHUR; AND INCORPORATE THEM ALL WITH THE BRAIN OF A HART, THE BLOOD OF A MAN AND THE BLOOD OF A BLACK CAT. FOR VENUS, TAKE MUSK, AMBERGRIS, LIGNUM ALOES, RED ROSES AND RED CORAL, AND MAKE THEM UP WITH THE BRAIN OF SPARROWS AND THE BLOOD OF PIGEONS. FOR MERCURY, TAKE MASTIC, FRANKINCENSE, CLOVES, AND THE HERB CINQUE-FOIL, AND THE STONE ACHATE, AND INCORPORATE THEM ALL WITH THE BRAIN OF A FOX OR WEASEL, AND THE BLOOD OF A MAGPIE. BESIDES, TO SATURN ARE APPROPRIATED FOR FUMES ALL ODORIFEROUS ROOTS, AS PEPPER-WORT ROOT, ETC., AND THE FRANKINCENSE TREE; TO JUPITER, ODORIFEROUS FRUITS, AS NUTMEGS AND CLOVES; TO MARS, ALL ODORIFEROUS WOOD, AS SANDERS, CYPRESS, LIGNUM BALSAM AND LIGNUM ALOES; TO THE SUN, ALL GUMS, FRANKINCENSE, MASTIC, BENJAMIN, STORAX, LADANUM, AMBERGRIS AND MUSK; TO VENUS, SWEET FLOWERS, AS ROSES, VIOLETS, SAFFRON, AND SUCH LIKE; TO MERCURY, ALL THE PEELS OF WOOD AND FRUIT, AS CINNAMON, LIGNUM CASSIA, MACE, CITRON OR LEMON PEEL, AND BAYBERRIES, AND WHATSOEVER SEEDS ARE ODORIFEROUS; TO THE MOON, THE LEAVES OF ALL VEGETABLES, AS THE LEAF INDUM, AND THE LEAVES OF THE MYRTLE AND BAY-TREE. KNOW, ALSO, THAT ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF THE MAGICIANS, IN EVERY GOOD MATTER, AS LOVE, GOOD WILL, AND THE LIKE, THERE MUST BE A GOOD FUME, ODORIFEROUS AND PRECIOUS; AND IN EVERY EVIL MATTER, AS HATRED, ANGER, MISERY, AND THE LIKE, THERE MUST BE A STINKING FUME, THAT IS OF NO WORTH. THE TWELVE SIGNS, ALSO, OF THE ZODIAC HAVE THEIR PROPER FUMES, AS ARIES HATH MYRRH; TAURUS, PEPPER-WORT; GEMINI, MASTIC; CANCER, CAMPHOR; LEO, FRANKINCENSE; VIRGO, SANDERS; LIBRA, GALBANUM; SCORPIO, OPOPANAX; SAGITTARIUS, LIGNUM ALOES; CAPRICORNUS, BENJAMIN; AQUARIUS, EUPHORIUM; PISCES, RED STORAX. BUT HERMES DESCRIBES THE MOST POWERFUL FUME TO BE THAT WHICH IS COMPOUNDED OF THE SEVEN AROMATICS, ACCORDING TO THE POWERS OF THE SEVEN PLANETS—FOR IT RECEIVES FROM SATURN, PEPPER-WORT; FROM JUPITER, NUTMEG; FROM MARS, LIGNUM ALOES; FROM THE SUN, MASTIC; FROM VENUS, SAFFRON; FROM MERCURY, CINNAMON; AND FROM THE MOON, THE MYRTLE.
CHAPTER XLV.
OF COLLYRIES, UNCTIONS, LOVE-MEDICINES, AND THEIR VIRTUES.
MOREOVER, COLLYRIES AND UNGUENTS, CONVEYING THE VIRTUES OF THINGS NATURAL AND CELESTIAL TO OUR SPIRIT, CAN MULTIPLY, TRANSMUTE, TRANSFIGURE, AND TRANSFORM IT ACCORDINGLY, AS ALSO TRANSPOSE THOSE VIRTUES WHICH ARE IN THEM INTO IT; THAT SO, IT CANNOT ACT ONLY UPON ITS OWN BODY, BUT ALSO UPON THAT WHICH IS NEAR IT, AND AFFECT THAT BY VISIBLE RAYS, CHARMS, AND BY TOUCHING IT WITH SOME LIKE QUALITY. FOR BECAUSE OUR SPIRIT IS THE SUBTLE, PURE, LUCID, AIRY, AND UNCTUOUS VAPOR OF THE BLOOD, IT IS THEREFORE FIT TO MAKE COLLYRIES OF THE LIKE VAPORS, WHICH ARE MORE SUITABLE TO OUR SPIRIT IN SUBSTANCE, FOR THEN, BY REASON OF THEIR LIKENESS, THEY DO THE MORE STIR UP, ATTRACT, AND TRANSFORM THE SPIRIT. THE LIKE VIRTUES HAVE CERTAIN OINTMENTS AND OTHER CONFECTIONS. HENCE BY THE TOUCH SOMETIMES SICKNESS, POISONINGS, AND LOVE, IS INDUCED; SOME THINGS, AS THE HANDS OR GARMENTS, BEING ANOINTED. ALSO, BY KISSES, SOME THINGS BEING HELD IN THE MOUTH, LOVE IS INDUCED; AS IN VIRGIL WE READ THAT VENUS PRAYS CUPID THAT WHEN GLAD DIDO HUGS HIM IN HER LAP AT ROYAL FEASTS, CROWNED WITH THE CHEERING GRAPE, WHEN SHE, EMBRACING, SHALL SWEET KISSES GIVE, INSPIRE HID FLAME, WITH DEADLY BANE DECEIVE, HE WOULD——NOW THE SIGHT, BECAUSE IT PERCEIVES MORE PURELY AND CLEARLY THAN THE OTHER SENSES, AND FASTENING IN US THE MARKS OF THINGS MORE ACUTELY AND DEEPLY, DOTH MOST OF ALL AND BEFORE OTHERS, AGREE WITH THE PHANTASTIC SPIRIT, AS IS APPARENT IN DREAMS, WHEN THINGS SEEN DO MORE OFTEN PRESENT THEMSELVES TO US THAN THINGS HEARD, OR ANY THING COMING UNDER THE OTHER SENSES. THEREFORE, WHEN COLLYRIES OR EYE-WATERS TRANSFORM VISUAL SPIRITS, THAT SPIRIT DOTH EASILY AFFECT THE IMAGINATION, WHICH INDEED BEING AFFECTED WITH DIVERS SPECIES AND FORMS, TRANSMITS THE SAME BY THE SPIRIT UNTO THE OUTWARD SENSE OF SIGHT; BY WHICH OCCASION THERE IS CAUSED IN IT A PERCEPTION OF SUCH SPECIES AND FORMS IN THAT MANNER, AS IF IT WERE MOVED BY EXTERNAL OBJECTS, THAT THERE SEEM TO BE SEEN TERRIBLE IMAGES AND SPIRITS AND SUCH LIKE. SO, THERE ARE MADE COLLYRIES, MAKING US FORTHWITH TO SEE THE IMAGES OF SPIRITS IN THE AIR OR ELSEWHERE; AS I KNOW HOW TO MAKE OF THE GALL OF A MAN, AND THE EYES OF A BLACK CAT, AND OF SOME OTHER THINGS. THE LIKE IS MADE ALSO OF THE BLOOD OF A LAPWING, OF A BAT, AND A GOAT; AND, THEY SAY, IF A SMOOTH, SHINING PIECE OF STEEL BE SMEARED OVER WITH THE JUICE OF MUG-WORT, AND MADE TO FUME, IT WILL MAKE INVOKED SPIRITS TO BE SEEN IN IT. SO, ALSO, THERE ARE SOME SUFFUMIGATIONS, OR UNCTION’S, WHICH MAKE MEN SPEAK IN THEIR SLEEP, TO WALK, AND TO DO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE DONE BY MEN THAT ARE AWAKE; AND SOMETIMES TO DO THOSE THINGS WHICH MEN THAT ARE AWAKE CANNOT OR DARE NOT DO. SOME THERE ARE THAT MAKE US TO HEAR HORRID OR DELECTABLE SOUNDS, AND SUCH LIKE. AND THIS IS THE CAUSE WHY MANIACAL AND MELANCHOLY MEN BELIEVE THEY SEE AND HEAR THOSE THINGS WITHOUT WHICH THEIR IMAGINATION DOTH ONLY FANCY WITHIN; HENCE THEY FEAR THINGS NOT TO BE FEARED, AND FALL INTO WONDERFUL AND MOST FALSE SUSPICIONS, AND FLY WHEN NONE PURSUES THEM; ARE ALSO ANGRY AND CONTEND, NOBODY BEING PRESENT, AND FEAR WHERE NO FEAR IS. SUCH LIKE PASSIONS ALSO CAN MAGICAL CONFECTIONS INDUCE, BY SUFFUMIGATIONS, BY COLLYRIES, BY UNGUENTS, BY POTIONS, BY POISONS, BY LAMPS AND LIGHTS, BY LOOKING-GLASSES, BY IMAGES, ENCHANTMENTS, CHARMS, SOUNDS AND MUSIC. ALSO, BY DIVER’S RITES, OBSERVATIONS, CEREMONIES, RELIGIONS AND SUPERSTITIONS; ALL WHICH SHALL BE HANDLED IN THEIR PLACES. AND NOT ONLY BY THESE, KIND OF ARTS ARE PASSIONS, APPARITIONS AND IMAGES INDUCED, BUT ALSO THINGS THEMSELVES, WHICH ARE REALLY CHANGED AND TRANSFIGURED INTO DIVER’S FORMS, AS THE POET RELATES OF PROTEUS, PERICLIMENUS, ACHELOAS, AND MERRA, THE DAUGHTER OF ERISICHTHON. SO, ALSO, CIRCE CHANGED THE COMPANIONS OF ULYSSES; AND OF OLD, IN THE SACRIFICES OF JUPITER LYCÆUS, THE MEN THAT TASTED OF THE INWARDS OF THE SACRIFICES WERE TURNED INTO WOLVES WHICH, PLINY SAITH, BEFELL A CERTAIN MAN CALLED DEMARCHUS. THE SAME OPINION WAS AUSTIN OF, FOR, HE SAITH, WHILST HE WAS IN ITALY, HE HEARD OF SOME WOMEN THAT BY GIVING SORCERIES IN CHEESE TO TRAVELERS, TURNED THEM INTO WORKING CATTLE, AND WHEN THEY HAD DONE SUCH WORK AS THEY WOULD HAVE THEM, TURNED THEM INTO MEN AGAIN; AND THAT THIS BEFELL A CERTAIN PRIEST CALLED PRESTANTIUS. THE SCRIPTURES THEMSELVES TESTIFY THAT PHARAOH’S SORCERIES TURNED THEIR RODS INTO SERPENTS AND WATER INTO BLOOD, AND DID OTHER SUCH LIKE THINGS.
CHAPTER XLVI.
OF NATURAL ALLEGATIONS AND SUSPENSIONS.
WHEN THE SOUL OF THE WORLD BY ITS VIRTUE DOTH MAKE ALL THINGS THAT ARE NATURALLY GENERATED OR ARTIFICIALLY MADE TO BE FRUITFUL, BY INFUSING INTO THEM CELESTIAL PROPERTIES FOR THE WORKING OF SOME WONDERFUL EFFECTS, THEN THINGS THEMSELVES—NOT ONLY WHEN APPLIED BY SUFFUMIGATIONS, OR COLLYRIES, OR OINTMENTS, OR POTIONS, OR ANY OTHER SUCH LIKE WAY, BUT ALSO WHEN THEY, BEING CONVENIENTLY WRAPPED UP, ARE BOUND TO OR HANGED ABOUT THE NECK, OR IN ANY OTHER WAY APPLIED, ALTHOUGH BY NEVER SO EASY A CONTACT—DO IMPRESS THEIR VIRTUE UPON US. BY THESE ALLIGATIONS, THEREFORE, SUSPENSIONS, WRAPPINGS UP, APPLICATIONS, AND CONTACTS, THE ACCIDENTS OF THE BODY AND MIND ARE CHANGED INTO SICKNESS, HEALTH, BOLDNESS, FEAR, SADNESS, AND JOY, AND THE LIKE. THEY RENDER THEM THAT CARRY THEM GRACIOUS OR TERRIBLE, ACCEPTABLE OR REJECTED, HONORED AND BELOVED OR HATEFUL AND ABOMINABLE. NOW THESE, KIND OF PASSIONS ARE CONCEIVED TO BE BY THE ABOVE SAID TO BE INFUSED, AND NOT OTHERWISE, LIKE WHAT IS MANIFEST IN THE GRAFTING OF TREES, WHERE THE VITAL VIRTUE IS SENT AND COMMUNICATED FROM THE TRUNK TO THE TWIG GRAFTED INTO IT BY WAY OF CONTACT AND ALLEGATION. SO, IN THE FEMALE PALM-TREE, WHEN SHE COMES NEAR TO THE MALE HER BOUGHS BEND TO THE MALE, AND ARE BOWED, WHICH, THE GARDENERS SEEING, BIND ROPES FROM THE MALE TO THE FEMALE, WHICH BECOMES STRAIGHT AGAIN, AS IF SHE HAD BY THIS CONNECTION OF THE ROPE RECEIVED THE VIRTUE OF THE MALE. IN LIKE MANNER WE SEE THAT THE CRAMP-FISH, OR TORPEDO, BEING TOUCHED AFAR OFF WITH A LONG POLE, DOTH PRESENTLY STUPEFY THE HAND OF HIM THAT TOUCHES IT. AND IF ANY SHALL TOUCH THE SEA-HARE WITH HIS HAND OR STICK WILL PRESENTLY RUN OUT OF HIS WITS. ALSO, IF THE FISH CALLED STELLA, OR STAR-FISH, AS THEY SAY, BEING FASTENED WITH THE BLOOD OF A FOX AND A BRASS NAIL TO A GATE, EVIL MEDICINES CAN DO NO HURT TO ANY IN SUCH HOUSE. ALSO, IT IS SAID, THAT IF A WOMAN TAKE A NEEDLE AND BERAY IT WITH DUNG, AND THEN WRAP IT UP IN EARTH IN WHICH THE CARCASS OF A MAN WAS BURIED, AND SHALL CARRY IT ABOUT HER IN A CLOTH WHICH WAS USED AT THE FUNERAL, THAT SHE SHALL BE ABLE TO POSSESS HERSELF SO LONG AS SHE HATH IT ABOUT HER. NOW, BY THESE EXAMPLES, WE SEE HOW, BY CERTAIN ALLEGATIONS OF CERTAIN THINGS, AS ALSO SUSPENSIONS, OR BY A SIMPLE CONTACT, OR THE CONNECTION OR CONTINUATION OF ANY THREAD, WE MAY BE ABLE TO RECEIVE SOME VIRTUES THEREBY. IT IS NECESSARY THAT WE KNOW THE CERTAIN RULE OF ALLEGATION AND SUSPENSION, AND THE MANNER WHICH THE ART REQUIRES, VIZ., THAT THEY BE DONE UNDER A CERTAIN AND SUITABLE CONSTELLATION, AND THAT THEY BE DONE WITH WIRE, OR SILKEN THREADS, WITH HAIR, OR SINEWS OF CERTAIN ANIMALS. AND THINGS THAT ARE TO BE WRAPPED UP MUST BE DONE IN THE LEAVES OF HERBS, OR THE SKINS OF ANIMALS, OR FINE CLOTHS, AND THE LIKE, ACCORDING TO THE SUITABLENESS OF THINGS—AS, IF YOU WOULD PROCURE THE SOLARY VIRTUE OF ANY THING, THIS BEING WRAPPED UP IN BAY LEAVES, OR THE SKIN OF A LION, HANG IT ABOUT THY NECK WITH A GOLDEN THREAD, OR A SILKEN THREAD OF A YELLOW COLOR, WHILST THE SUN RULES IN THE HEAVEN—SO THOU SHALT BE ENDUED WITH THE SOLARY VIRTUE OF THAT THING. BUT IF THOU DOST DESIRE THE VIRTUE OF ANY SATURNINE THING, THOU SHALT IN LIKE MANNER TAKE THAT THING WHILST SATURN RULES, AND WRAP IT IN THE SKIN OF AN ASS, OR IN A CLOTH USED AT A FUNERAL (ESPECIALLY IF YOU DESIRE IT FOR SADNESS), AND WITH A BLACK THREAD HANG IT ABOUT THY NECK. IN LIKE MANNER WE MUST CONCEIVE OF THE REST.
CHAPTER XLVII.
OF MAGICAL RINGS AND THEIR COMPOSITIONS.
RINGS, ALSO, WHICH WERE ALWAYS MUCH ESTEEMED OF BY THE ANCIENTS, WHEN THEY ARE OPPORTUNELY MADE, DO IN LIKE MANNER IMPRESS THEIR VIRTUE UPON US, IN AS MUCH AS THEY DO AFFECT THE SPIRIT OF HIM THAT CARRIES THEM WITH GLADNESS OR SADNESS, AND RENDER HIM COURTEOUS OR TERRIBLE, BOLD OR FEARFUL, AMIABLE OR HATEFUL; IN AS MUCH AS THEY DO FORTIFY US AGAINST SICKNESS, POISONS, ENEMIES, EVIL SPIRITS, AND ALL MANNER OF HURTFUL THINGS, OR, AT LEAST, WILL NOT SUFFER US TO BE KEPT UNDER THEM. NOW, THE MANNER OF MAKING THESE KINDS OF MAGICAL RINGS IS THIS, VIZ.; WHEN ANY STAR ASCENDS FORTUNATELY, WITH THE FORTUNATE ASPECT OR CONJUNCTION OF THE MOON, WE MUST TAKE A STONE AND HERB THAT IS UNDER THAT STAR, AND MAKE A RING OF THE METAL THAT IS SUITABLE TO THIS STAR, AND IN IT FASTEN THE STONE, PUTTING THE HERB OR ROOT UNDER IT—NOT OMITTING THE INSCRIPTIONS OF IMAGES, NAMES AND CHARACTERS, AS ALSO THE PROPER SUFFUMIGATIONS; BUT WE SHALL SPEAK MORE OF THESE IN ANOTHER PLACE, WHERE WE SHALL TREAT OF IMAGES AND CHARACTERS. SO WE READ IN PHILOSTRATUS JARCHUS THAT A WISE PRINCE OF THE INDIES BESTOWED SEVEN RINGS MADE AFTER THIS MANNER (MARKED WITH THE VIRTUES AND NAMES OF THE SEVEN PLANETS) TO APOLLONIUS; OF WHICH HE WORE EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK ONE THEREOF, DISTINGUISHING THEM IN THEIR ORDER ACCORDING TO THE NAME OF THE DAYS, AS IS SET FORTH BY ASTROLOGERS, VIZ., SUNDAY, THE RING MARKED WITH THE VIRTUES AND INSCRIBED WITH THE NAME AND SEAL OF THE SUN, THAT PLANET WHICH RULES OVER SUNDAY AND FROM WHICH THE DAY TAKETH ITS NAME; MONDAY, THE RING OF THE VIRTUES, SEAL AND NAME OF THE MOON; TUESDAY, THAT INSCRIBED UNTO MARS; WEDNESDAY, THAT UNTO MERCURY; THURSDAY, THAT INSCRIBED UNTO JUPITER; FRIDAY, THAT UNTO VENUS, AND SATURDAY, THAT UNTO THE PLANET SATURN, SEEING AS SATURDAY IS THE LAST DAY OF THE WEEK AND HATH CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE LAST END OF LIFE, AND IS RULED BY SATURN WHICH CARRIES THE SICKLE OF DEATH; AND, IT IS SAID, THAT APOLLONIUS, BY THE BENEFIT OF THESE SEVEN MAGICAL RINGS, LIVED ABOVE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS, AS ALSO THAT HE ALWAYS RETAINED THE BEAUTY AND VIGOR OF HIS YOUTH. IN LIKE MANNER MOSES, THE LAWGIVER AND RULER OF THE HEBREWS, BEING SKILLED IN THE MAGIC OF THE EGYPTIANS, IS SAID BY JOSEPHUS TO HAVE MADE RINGS OF LOVE AND OBLIVION. THERE WAS ALSO, AS SAITH ARISTOTLE, AMONGST THE CIRENEANS, A RING OF BATTUS WHICH COULD PROCURE LOVE AND HONOR. WE READ ALSO THAT EUDAMUS, A CERTAIN PHILOSOPHER, MADE RINGS AGAINST THE BITES OF SERPENTS, BEWITCHING’S, AND EVIL SPIRITS. THE SAME DOTH JOSEPHUS RELATE OF SOLOMON. ALSO WE READ IN PLATO THAT GYGUS, THE KING OF LYDIA, HAD A RING OF WONDERFUL AND STRANGE VIRTUES, THE SEAL OF WHICH, WHEN HE TURNED IT TOWARD THE PALM OF HIS HAND, RENDERED HIM INVISIBLE; NOBODY COULD SEE HIM, BUT HE COULD SEE ALL THINGS; AND, BY THE OPPORTUNITY OF WHICH RING, HE DECEIVED THE QUEEN AND SLEW THE KING, HIS MASTER, AND KILLED WHOMSOEVER HE THOUGHT STOOD IN HIS WAY; AND IN THESE VILLAINIES NO ONE COULD SEE HIM; AND, AT LENGTH, BY THE BENEFIT OF THIS RING HE BECAME KING OF LYDIA HIMSELF. 
CHAPTER XLVIII.
OF THE VIRTUE OF PLACES, AND WHAT PLACES ARE SUITABLE TO EVERY STAR.
THERE BE WONDERFUL VIRTUES OF PLACES ACCOMPANYING THEM, EITHER FROM THINGS THERE PLACED, OR BY THE INFLUENCES OF THE STARS, OR IN ANY OTHER WAY. FOR, AS PLINY RELATES OF A CUCKOO, IN WHAT PLACE ANY ONE DOTH FIRST HEAR HIM, IF HIS RIGHT FOOT-PRINT BE MARKED ABOUT AND THAT PLACE DUG UP, THERE WILL NO FLEAS BE BRED IN THAT PLACE WHERE IT IS SCATTERED. SO, THEY SAY THAT THE DUST OF THE TRACK OF A SNAKE, BEING GATHERED UP AND SCATTERED AMONGST BEES, MAKES THEM RETURN TO THEIR HIVES. SO, ALSO, THAT THE DUST IN WHICH A MULE HATH ROLLED HIMSELF, BEING CAST UPON THE BODY, DOTH MITIGATE THE HEAT OF PASSION; AND THAT THE DUST WHEREIN A HAWK HATH ROLLED HERSELF, IF IT BE BOUND TO THE BODY IN A BRIGHT RED CLOTH, CURES THE QUARTAN. SO DOTH THE STONE TAKEN OUT OF THE NEST OF A SWALLOW, AS THEY SAY, PRESENTLY RELIEVE THOSE THAT HAVE THE FALLING SICKNESS, AND BEING BOUND TO THE PARTY, CONTINUALLY PRESERVES THEM, ESPECIALLY IF IT BE ROLLED IN THE BLOOD OR HEART OF A SWALLOW. AND IT IS REPORTED THAT IF ANY ONE SHALL CUT A VEIN, BEING FASTING, AND SHALL GO OVER A PLACE WHERE ANY ONE LATELY FELL WITH THE FIT OF A FALLING SICKNESS, THAT HE SHALL FALL INTO THE SAME DISEASE. AND PLINY REPORTS THAT TO FASTEN AN IRON NAIL IN THAT PLACE WHERE HE THAT FELL WITH A FIT OF THE FALLING SICKNESS FIRST DID PITCH HIS HEAD, WILL FREE HIM FROM HIS DISEASE. SO THEY SAY THAT AN HERB, GROWING UPON THE HEAD OF ANY IMAGE, BEING GATHERED, AND BOUND UP IN SOME PART OF ONE'S GARMENT WITH A RED THREAD, SHALL PRESENTLY ALLAY THE HEADACHE; AND THAT ANY HERB GATHERED OUT OF THE BROOKS OR RIVERS BEFORE SUNRISING, AND NO BODY SEEING HIM THAT GATHERS IT, SHALL CURE THE TERTIAN IF IT BE BOUND TO THE LEFT ARM, THE SICK PARTY NOT KNOWING WHAT IS DONE. AMONGST PLACES THAT ARE APPROPRIATED TO THE STARS, ALL STINKING PLACES, AND DARK, UNDERGROUND, RELIGIOUS, AND MOURNFUL PLACES, AS CHURCH-YARDS, TOMBS, AND HOUSES NOT INHABITED BY MEN; AND OLD, TOTTERING, OBSCURE, DREADFUL HOUSES; AND SOLITARY DENS, CAVES, AND PITS; ALSO FISH-PONDS, STANDING POOLS, SEWERS, AND SUCH LIKE, ARE APPROPRIATED TO SATURN. UNTO JUPITER ARE ASCRIBED ALL PRIVILEGED PLACES, CONSISTORIES OF NOBLEMEN, TRIBUNALS, CHAIRS, PLACES FOR EXERCISE, SCHOOLS, AND ALL BEAUTIFUL AND CLEAN PLACES, AND THOSE SPRINKLED WITH DIVER’S ODORS. TO MARS, FIERY AND BLOODY PLACES, FURNACES, BAKEHOUSES, SHAMBLES, PLACES OF EXECUTION, AND PLACES WHERE THERE HAVE BEEN GREAT BATTLES FOUGHT AND SLAUGHTERS MADE, AND THE LIKE. TO THE SUN, LIGHT PLACES, THE SERENE AIR, KINGS’ PALACES AND PRINCES’ COURTS, PULPITS, THEATERS, THRONES, AND ALL KINGLY AND MAGNIFICENT PLACES. TO VENUS, PLEASANT FOUNTAINS, GREEN MEADOWS, FLOURISHING GARDENS, GARNISHED BEDS, STEWS, AND, ACCORDING TO ORPHEUS, THE SEA, THE SEASHORE, BATHS, DANCING PLACES, AND ALL PLACES BELONGING TO WOMEN. TO MERCURY, SHOPS, SCHOOLS, WAREHOUSES, EXCHANGES FOR MERCHANTS, AND THE LIKE. TO THE MOON, WILDERNESSES, WOODS, ROCKS, HILLS, MOUNTAINS, FORESTS, FOUNTAINS, WATERS, RIVERS, SEAS, SEASHORES, SHIPS, HIGHWAYS, GROVES, GRANARIES FOR CORN, AND SUCH LIKE. ON THIS ACCOUNT THEY THAT ENDEAVOR TO PROCURE LOVE ARE WONT TO BURY FOR A CERTAIN TIME THE INSTRUMENTS OF THEIR ART, WHETHER THEY BE RINGS, IMAGES, LOOKING-GLASSES, OR ANY OTHER, OR HIDE THEM IN A STEW HOUSE, SO THAT THEY WILL CONTRACT SOME VIRTUE UNDER VENUS, THE SAME AS THOSE THINGS THAT STAND IN STINKING PLACES BECOME STINKING, AND THOSE IN AN AROMATICAL PLACE BECOME AROMATIC AND OF A SWEET SAVOR. THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE EARTH ALSO PERTAIN TO THIS MATTER. HENCE, THEY THAT ARE TO GATHER A SATURNINE, MARTIAL, OR JOVIAL HERB MUST LOOK TOWARDS THE EAST OR SOUTH, PARTLY BECAUSE THEY DESIRE TO BE ORIENTAL FROM THE SUN, AND PARTLY BECAUSE OF THEIR PRINCIPAL HOUSES, VIZ.: AQUARIUS, SCORPIO AND SAGITTARIUS ARE SOUTHERN SIGNS, SO ALSO ARE CAPRICORNUS AND PISCES. BUT THEY THAT WILL GATHER A VENEREAL, MERCURY OR LUNARY HERB MUST LOOK TOWARDS THE WEST BECAUSE THEY DELIGHT TO BE WESTERN, OR ELSE THEY MUST LOOK TOWARDS THE NORTH BECAUSE THEIR PRINCIPAL HOUSES—VIZ., TAURUS, GEMINI, CANCER, VIRGO—ARE NORTHERN SIGNS. SO, IN ANY SOLARY WORK WE MUST LOOK NOT ONLY TOWARDS THE EAST AND SOUTH WHILST PLUCKING IT, BUT ALSO TOWARDS THE SOLARY BODY AND LIGHT. 
CHAPTER XLIX.
OF LIGHT, COLORS, CANDLES AND LAMPS, AND TO WHAT STARS, HOUSES AND ELEMENTS SEVERAL COLORS ARE ASCRIBED.
LIGHT ALSO IS A QUALITY THAT PARTAKES MUCH OF FORM, AND IS A SIMPLE ACT, AND ALSO A REPRESENTATION OF THE UNDERSTANDING. IT IS FIRST DIFFUSED FROM THE MIND OF GOD INTO ALL THINGS; BUT IN GOD THE FATHER [STEPHEN], THE FATHER [STEPHEN] OF LIGHT [JAMES 1:17], IT IS THE FIRST TRUE LIGHT; THEN IN THE SON A BEAUTIFUL, OVERFLOWING BRIGHTNESS, AND IN THE HOLY GHOST A BURNING BRIGHTNESS, EXCEEDING ALL INTELLIGENCES; YEA, AS DYONISIUS SAITH OF SERAPHIM’S, IN ANGELS IT IS A SHINING INTELLIGENCE DIFFUSED, AN ABUNDANT JOY BEYOND ALL BOUNDS OF REASON, YET RECEIVED IN DIVER’S DEGREES, ACCORDING TO THE NATURE OF THE INTELLIGENCE THAT RECEIVES IT. THEN IT DESCENDS INTO THE CELESTIAL BODIES, WHERE IT BECOMES A STORE OF LIFE AND AN EFFECTUAL PROPAGATION; EVEN A VISIBLE SPLENDOR. IN THE FIRE IT IS A CERTAIN NATURAL LIVELINESS, INFUSED INTO IT BY THE HEAVENS. AND, LASTLY, IN MEN, IT IS A CLEAR COURSE OF REASON, AN INNATE KNOWLEDGE OF DIVINE THINGS, AND THE WHOLE RATIONAL FACULTY; BUT THIS IS MANIFOLD, EITHER BY REASON OF THE DISPOSITION OF THE BODY OR BY REASON OF HIM WHO BESTOWS IT, WHO GIVES IT TO EVERY ONE AS HE PLEASES. FROM THENCE IT PASSES TO THE FANCY, YET ABOVE THE SENSES, BUT ONLY IMAGINABLE; AND THENCE TO THE SENSES, ESPECIALLY TO THE SENSE OF THE EYES. IN THEM LIGHT IS A VISIBLE CLEARNESS; AND IS EXTENDED TO OTHER PERSPICUOUS BODIES, IN WHICH IT BECOMES A COLOR AND A SHINING BEAUTY; BUT IN DARK BODIES IT IS A CERTAIN BENEFICIAL AND GENERATIVE VIRTUE, AND PENETRATES TO THE VERY CENTER WHERE ITS BEAMS, BEING COLLECTED INTO A SMALL PLACE, BECOME A DARK HEAT, TORMENTING AND SCORCHING, SO THAT ALL THINGS PERCEIVE THE VIGOR OF THE LIGHT ACCORDING TO THEIR CAPACITY—AND ALL LIGHT, JOINING TO ITSELF AN ENLIVENING HEAT, AND, PASSING THROUGH ALL THINGS, DOTH CONVEY ITS QUALITIES AND VIRTUES TO ALL THINGS. GREAT IS THE POWER OF LIGHT TO MAR OR MAKE ENCHANTMENTS. SO, A SICK MAN, UNCOVERED AGAINST THE SUN OR THE MOON, THEIR RAYS BECOME CHARGED WITH THE NOXIOUS QUALITIES OF THE SICKNESS AND, PENETRATING, CONVEY THEM INTO THE BODY OF ANOTHER, AND AFFECT THAT WITH A QUALITY OF THE SAME KIND. SO THAT FROM THE SICK SHOULD BE COVERED DEEP FROM THE LIGHT, LEST ITS OCCULT QUALITY DOTH INFECT THE WELL. THIS IS THE REASON WHY ENCHANTERS HAVE A CARE TO COVER THEIR ENCHANTMENTS WITH THEIR SHADOW. SO, THE CIVET CAT MAKES ALL DOGS DUMB WITH THE VERY TOUCH OF HER SHADOW. ALSO, THERE ARE MADE, ARTIFICIALLY, SOME LIGHTS, BY LAMPS, TORCHES, CANDLES, AND SUCH LIKE, OF SOME CERTAIN THING AND FLUIDS, OPPORTUNELY CHOSEN, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE STARS, AND COMPOSED AMONGST THEMSELVES ACCORDING TO THEIR CONGRUITY, WHICH, WHEN THEY BE LIGHTED, AND SHINE ALONE, ARE WONT TO PRODUCE SOME WONDERFUL AND CELESTIAL EFFECTS, WHICH MEN MANY TIMES WONDER AT. SO, PLINY REPORTS, OUT OF ANAXILAUS, OF A POISON OF MARES WHICH, BEING LIGHTED IN TORCHES, DOTH MONSTROUSLY REPRESENT A SIGHT OF HORSES’ HEADS. THE LIKE MAY BE DONE WITH FLIES, WHICH BEING DULY TEMPERED WITH WAX, AND LIGHTED, MAKE A STRANGE SIGHT OF FLIES; AND THE SKIN OF A SERPENT, LIGHTED IN A PROPER LAMP, MAKES SERPENTS APPEAR. THEY SAY THAT WHEN GRAPES ARE IN THEIR FLOWER, IF ANY ONE SHALL BIND A VIAL FULL OF OIL TO THEM, AND SHALL LET IT ALONE UNTIL THEY BE RIPE, AND THEN THE OIL BE PUT IN A LAMP AND LIGHTED, IT MAKES GRAPES TO BE SEEN; AND SO, WITH OTHER FRUITS. IF CENTAURY BE MIXED WITH HONEY, AND THE BLOOD OF A LAPWING, AND BE PUT IN A LAMP, THEY THAT STAND ABOUT WILL LOOK MUCH LARGER THAN THEY ARE WONT; AND IF IT BE LIT IN A CLEAR NIGHT THE STARS WILL SEEM TO SCATTER ONE FROM ANOTHER. SUCH FORCE, ALSO, IS IN THE INK OF THE CUTTLE-FISH THAT IT, BEING PUT INTO A LAMP, MAKES BLACKAMOORS APPEAR. IT IS ALSO REPORTED THAT A CANDLE, MADE OF SOME SATURNINE THINGS, BEING LIGHTED, IF IT BE EXTINGUISHED IN THE MOUTH OF A MAN NEWLY DEAD, WILL AFTERWARDS, AS OFT AS IT SHINES ALONE, BRING A FEELING OF SADNESS AND GREAT FEAR UPON THEM THAT STAND ABOUT IT. OF SUCH LIKE TORCHES AND LAMPS DOTH HERMES SPEAK MORE OF, ALSO PLATO AND CHYRANNIDES, AND OF THE LATTER WRITERS, ALBERTUS, IN A CERTAIN TREATISE OF THIS PARTICULAR THING. COLORS, ALSO, ARE A CLASS OF LIGHTS, WHICH, BEING DULY MIXED WITH THINGS, ARE WONT TO EXPOSE SUCH THINGS TO THE INFLUENCE OF THOSE STARS TO WHICH THE COLORS ARE AGREEABLE. AND WE SHALL AFTERWARDS SPEAK OF SOME COLORS WHICH ARE THE LIGHTS OF THE PLANETS, BY WHICH EVEN THE NATURES OF FIXED STARS THEMSELVES ARE UNDERSTOOD, WHICH ALSO MAY BE APPLIED TO THE FLAMES OF LAMPS AND CANDLES. BUT IN THIS PLACE, WE SHALL RELATE HOW THE COLORS OF INFERIOR MIXED THINGS ARE DISTRIBUTED TO DIVER’S PLANETS. ALL COLORS AS BLACK, LUCID, EARTHY, LEADEN, OR BROWN, HAVE RELATION TO SATURN. SAPPHIRE AND AIRY COLORS, AND THOSE WHICH ARE ALWAYS GREEN, CLEAR, PURPLE, DARKISH, GOLDEN, OR MIXED WITH SILVER, BELONG TO JUPITER. RED COLORS, AND BURNING, FIERY, FLAMING, VIOLET, PURPLE, BLOODY, AND IRON COLORS, RESEMBLE MARS. GOLDEN, SAFFRON, PURPLE, AND BRIGHT COLORS, RESEMBLE THE SUN. BUT ALL WHITE, FAIR, CURIOUS, GREEN, RUDDY, BETWIXT SAFFRON AND PURPLE, RESEMBLE VENUS, MERCURY AND THE MOON. MOREOVER, AMONGST THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC, KNOWN AS THE HOUSES OF THE HEAVEN, THE FIRST AND SEVENTH HATH THE COLOR WHITE; THE SECOND AND TWELFTH, GREEN; THE THIRD AND ELEVENTH, SAFFRON; THE FOURTH AND THE TENTH, RED; THE FIFTH AND NINTH, A HONEY COLOR; AND THE SIXTH AND EIGHTH, BLACK. THE ELEMENTS, ALSO, HAVE THEIR COLORS, BY WHICH NATURAL PHILOSOPHERS JUDGE OF THE COMPLEXION AND PROPERTY OF THEIR NATURE. FOR AN EARTHY COLOR, CAUSED OF COLDNESS AND DRYNESS, IS BROWN, AND BLACK, AND MANIFESTS BLACK CHOLER AND A SATURNINE NATURE. BLUE, TENDING TOWARDS WHITENESS, DOTH DENOTE PHLEGM. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] FOR COLD MAKES WHITE; MOISTURE AND DRYNESS, MAKES BLACK. REDDISH COLOR SHEWS BLOOD; BUT FIERY, FLAMING, BURNING HOT, SHEWS CHOLER, WHICH, BY REASON OF ITS SUBTILTY AND APTNESS TO MIX WITH OTHERS, DOTH CAUSE DIVERS COLORS MORE; FOR IF IT BE MIXED WITH BLOOD, AND BLOOD BE MOST PREDOMINANT, IT MAKES A FLORID RED; IF CHOLER PREDOMINATE, IT MAKES A REDDISH COLOR: IF THERE BE AN EQUAL MIXTION, IT MAKES A SAD RED. BUT IF ADUST CHOLER BE MIXED WITH BLOOD IT MAKES A HEMPEN COLOR; AND RED, IF BLOOD PREDOMINATE; AND SOMEWHAT RED IF CHOLER, PREVAIL BUT IF IT BE MIXED WITH A MELANCHOLY HUMOR IT MAKES A BLACK COLOR; BUT WITH MELANCHOLY AND PHLEGM TOGETHER, IN AN EQUAL PROPORTION, IT MAKES A HEMPEN COLOR. IF PHLEGM, ABOUND A MUD COLOR; IF MELANCHOLY, A BLUISH; BUT IF IT BE MIXED WITH PHLEGM ALONE, IN AN EQUAL PROPORTION, IT MAKES A CITRON COLOR; IF UNEQUALLY, A PALE OR PALISH. NOW, ALL COLORS ARE MORE PREVALENT WHEN THEY BE IN SILK, OR IN METALS, OR IN PERSPICUOUS SUBSTANCES, OR IN PRECIOUS STONES, AND IN THOSE THINGS, WHICH RESEMBLE CELESTIAL BODIES IN COLOR, ESPECIALLY IN LIVING THINGS. 
CHAPTER L.
OF FASCINATION, AND THE ART THEREOF.
FASCINATION IS A BINDING, WHICH COMES FROM THE SPIRIT OF THE WITCH, THROUGH THE EYES OF HIM THAT IS SO BEWITCHED, AND ENTERING TO HIS HEART. NOW THE INSTRUMENT OF FASCINATION IS THE SPIRIT, VIZ., A CERTAIN PURE, LUCID, SUBTLE VAPOR, GENERATED OF THE PURER BLOOD BY THE HEAT OF THE HEART. THIS DOTH ALWAYS SEND FORTH, THROUGH THE EYES, RAYS LIKE TO ITSELF. THOSE RAYS, BEING SENT FORTH, DO CARRY WITH THEM A SPIRITUAL VAPOR, AND THAT VAPOR A BLOOD (AS IT APPEARS IN SWOLLEN AND RED EYES), WHOSE RAYS, BEING SENT FORTH TO THE EYES OF HIM THAT LOOKS UPON THEM, CARRY THE VAPOR OF THE CORRUPT BLOOD TOGETHER WITH ITSELF; BY THE CONTAGION OF WHICH IT DOTH INFECT THE EYES OF THE BEHOLDER WITH THE LIKE DISEASE. SO THE EYE, BEING OPENED AND INTENT UPON ANY ONE WITH A STRONG IMAGINATION, DOTH DART ITS BEAMS (WHICH ARE THE VEHICULUM OF THE SPIRIT) INTO THE EYES OF HIM THAT IS OPPOSITE TO HIM; WHICH TENDER SPIRIT STRIKES THE EYES OF HIM THAT IS BEWITCHED, BEING STIRRED UP FROM THE HEART OF HIM THAT STRIKES, AND POSSESSES THE BREAST OF HIM THAT IS STRICKEN, WOUNDS HIS HEART AND INFECTS HIS SPIRIT. WHENCE APULEIUS SAITH, "THY EYES, SLIDING DOWN THROUGH MY EYES INTO MINE INWARD BREAST, STIR UP A MOST VEHEMENT BURNING IN MY MARROW." KNOW, THEN, THAT MEN ARE MOST BEWITCHED WHEN, WITH OFTEN BEHOLDING, THEY DIRECT THE EDGE OF THEIR SIGHT TO THE EDGE OF THE SIGHT OF THOSE THAT BEWITCH THEM; AND WHEN THEIR EYES ARE RECIPROCALLY INTENT ONE UPON THE OTHER, AND WHEN RAYS ARE JOINED TO RAYS AND LIGHTS TO LIGHTS, THE SPIRIT OF THE ONE IS JOINED TO THE SPIRIT OF THE OTHER AND FIXES ITS SPARKS. SO ARE STRONG LIGATIONS MADE, AND SO MOST VEHEMENT LOVES ARE INFLAMED WITH ONLY THE RAYS OF THE EYES; EVEN WITH A CERTAIN SUDDEN LOOKING ON, AS IF IT WERE WITH A DART OR STROKE, PENETRATING THE WHOLE BODY, WHENCE THEN THE SPIRIT AND AMOROUS BLOOD, BEING THUS WOUNDED, ARE CARRIED FORTH UPON THE LOVER AND ENCHANTER, NO OTHERWISE THAN THE BLOOD AND SPIRIT OF THE VENGEANCE OF HIM THAT IS SLAIN ARE UPON HIM THAT SLAYS HIM. WHENCE LUCRETIUS SANG CONCERNING THOSE AMOROUS BEWITCHING’S THE BODY SMITTEN IS, BUT YET THE MIND IS WOUNDED WITH THE DARTS OF CUPID BLIND. ALL PARTS DO SYMPATHIZE IN THE WOUND, BUT KNOW THE BLOOD APPEARS IN THAT WHICH HAD THE BLOW. SO, GREAT IS THE POWER OF FASCINATION, ESPECIALLY WHEN THE VAPORS OF THE EYES ARE SUBSERVIENT TO THE AFFECTION. THEREFORE, WITCHES USE COLLYRIES, OINTMENTS, ALLEGATIONS, AND SUCH LIKE, TO AFFECT AND CORROBORATE THE SPIRIT IN THIS OR THAT MANNER. TO PROCURE LOVE THEY USE VENEREAL COLLYRIES, AS HIPPOMANES, THE BLOOD OF DOVES, OR SPARROWS, AND SUCH LIKE. TO INDUCE FEAR, THEY USE MARTIAL COLLYRIES, AS OF THE EYES OF WOLVES, THE CIVET CAT, AND THE LIKE. TO PROCURE MISERY OR SICKNESS, THEY USE SATURNINE THINGS, AND SO OF THE REST.
CHAPTER LI.
OF CERTAIN OBSERVATIONS, PRODUCING WONDERFUL VIRTUES.
THEY SAY THAT CERTAIN ACTS AND OBSERVATIONS HAVE A CERTAIN POWER OF NATURAL THINGS; THAT THEY BELIEVE DISEASES MAY BE EXPELLED, OR BROUGHT THUS AND THUS. SO, THEY SAY THAT QUARTANES MAY BE DRIVEN AWAY IF THE PARINGS OF THE NAILS OF THE SICK BE BOUND TO THE NECK OF A LIVE EEL, IN A LINEN CLOTH, AND SHE BE LET GO INTO THE WATER. AND PLINY SAITH THAT THE PARINGS OF A SICK MAN'S NAILS OF HIS FEET AND HANDS BEING MIXED WITH WAX, CURE THE QUARTAN, TERTIAN, AND QUOTIDIAN AGUE; AND IF THEY BE BEFORE SUNRISING FASTENED TO ANOTHER MAN'S GATE, WILL CURE SUCH LIKE DISEASES. IN LIKE MANNER, LET ALL THE PARINGS OF THE NAILS BE PUT INTO THE CAVES OF ANTS, AND THE FIRST ANT THAT BEGINS TO DRAW AT THE PARINGS MUST BE TAKEN AND BOUND TO THE NECK OF THE SICK, AND BY THIS MEANS WILL THE DISEASE BE CURED. THEY SAY THAT BY WOOD, STRICKEN WITH LIGHTNING, AND CAST BEHIND THE BACK WITH ONE'S HANDS, ANY DISEASE MAY BE REMOVED; AND, IN QUARTANES, A PIECE OF A NAIL FROM A GIBBET, WRAPPED UP IN WOOL, AND HUNG ABOUT THE NECK, CURES THEM; ALSO, A ROPE DOTH THE LIKE THAT IS TAKEN FROM A GALLOWS AND HID UNDER GROUND SO THAT THE SUN CANNOT REACH IT. THE THROAT OF HIM THAT HATH A HARD SWELLING, OR IMPOSTHUME, BEING TOUCHED WITH THE HAND OF HIM THAT DIED BY AN IMMATURE DEATH, WILL BE CURED THEREBY. THEY SAY, ALSO, THAT A WOMAN IS PRESENTLY EASED OF HER HARD LABOR IF ANY ONE SHALL PUT INTO HER BED A STONE OR DART WITH WHICH A BOAR OR A BEAR OR MAN HATH BEEN KILLED WITH ONE BLOW. THE SAME DOTH A SPEAR THAT IS PULLED OUT OF THE BODY OF A MAN, IF IT SHALL NOT FIRST TOUCH THE GROUND; ALSO, THEY SAY, THAT ARROWS, PULLED OUT OF THE BODY OF A MAN, IF THEY HAVE NOT TOUCHED THE EARTH, TAKEN AND STEALTHILY PLACED UNDER ANY ONE LYING DOWN, WILL PROCURE LOVE. THE FALLING SICKNESS IS CURED BY MEAT MADE OF THE FLESH OF A WILD BEAST, SLAIN IN THE SAME MANNER AS A MAN IS SLAIN. A MAN'S EYES THAT ARE WASHED THREE TIMES WITH THE WATER WHEREIN HE HATH WASHED HIS FEET SHALL NEVER BE SORE OR BLEAR. IT IS SAID THAT SOME DO CURE DISEASES OF THE GROIN WITH THREAD TAKEN OUT OF A WEAVER'S LOOM AND TYING INTO IT SEVEN OR NINE KNOTS, THE NAME OF SOME WIDOW BEING NAMED AT EVERY KNOT. THE SPLEEN OF CATTLE, EXTENDED UPON PAINFUL SPLEENS, CURES THEM IF HE THAT APPLIES IT SAITH THAT HE IS APPLYING A MEDICINE TO THE SPLEEN TO CURE AND EASE IT. AFTER THIS, THEY SAY, THE PATIENT MUST BE SHUT INTO A SLEEPING ROOM, THE DOOR BEING SEALED UP WITH A RING, AND SOME VERSE BE REPEATED OVER NINETEEN TIMES. THE WATER OF A GREEN LIZARD CURES THE SAME DISEASE IF IT BE HANGED UP IN A VESSEL BEFORE THE PATIENT'S BED-CHAMBER SO THAT HE MAY, AS HE PASSES IN AND OUT, TOUCH IT WITH HIS HAND. AND A LITTLE FROG CLIMBING UP A TREE, IF ANY ONE SHALL SPIT IN HIS MOUTH, AND THEN LET HIM ESCAPE, IS SAID TO CURE THE COUGH. IT IS A WONDERFUL THING, BUT EASY TO EXPERIENCE, THAT PLINY SPEAKS OF, THAT IF ANY ONE SHALL BE SORRY FOR ANY BLOW THAT HE HATH GIVEN ANOTHER, AFAR OFF OR NIGH AT HAND, IF HE SHALL PRESENTLY SPIT INTO THE MIDDLE OF THAT HAND WITH WHICH HE GAVE THE BLOW, THE PARTY THAT WAS SMITTEN SHALL PRESENTLY BE FREED FROM PAIN. THIS HATH BEEN APPROVED OF IN A FOUR-FOOTED BEAST THAT HATH BEEN SORELY HURT. SOME THERE ARE THAT AGGRAVATE THE BLOW BEFORE THEY GIVE IT. IN LIKE MANNER, SPITTLE CARRIED IN THE HAND, OR TO SPIT IN THE SHOE OF THE RIGHT FOOT BEFORE IT BE PUT ON, IS GOOD WHEN ANY ONE PASSES THROUGH A DANGEROUS PLACE. THEY SAY THAT WOLVES WILL NOT COME TO A FIELD IF ONE OF THEM BE TAKEN AND HIS BLOOD LET BY LITTLE AND LITTLE OUT OF HIS LEGS, BEING UNBROKEN, WITH A KNIFE, AND SPRINKLED ABOUT THE OUTSIDE OF THE FIELD, AND HE HIMSELF BE BURIED IN THAT PLACE FROM WHENCE HE WAS FIRST DRAWN. THE METHANENSES, CITIZENS OF TREZENIUM, ACCOUNTED IT AS A PRESENT REMEDY FOR PRESERVING OF VINES FROM THE WRONG OF THE SOUTHERN WIND, HAVING ALWAYS FOUND IT BY MOST CERTAIN EXPERIENCE, IF, WHILST THE WIND BLOWS, A WHITE COCK SHOULD BE PULLED TO PIECES IN THE MIDDLE BY TWO MEN, BOTH OF WHOM, EACH KEEPING HIS PART, MUST WALK EACH WAY AROUND THE VINEYARD, UNTIL BOTH MEET IN THE PLACE FROM WHENCE THEY BEGAN THEIR CIRCUIT, AND MUST IN THAT PLACE BURY THE PIECES OF THE COCK. ALSO, IF ANY ONE SHALL HOLD A VIPER OVER A VAPOR WITH A STAFF, HE SHALL PROPHESY, AND THAT THE STAFF WHEREWITH A SNAKE WAS BEATEN IS GOOD AGAINST FEMALE DISEASES. THESE THINGS PLINY RECITES. IT IS SAID THAT IN GATHERING ROOTS AND HERBS WE MUST DRAW THREE CIRCLES ROUND ABOUT THEM FIRST, WITH A SWORD, AND THEN DIG THEM UP, MEANWHILE TAKING HEED OF ANY CONTRARY WIND. ALSO THEY SAY, THAT IF ANY ONE SHALL MEASURE A DEAD MAN WITH A ROPE, FIRST FROM THE ELBOW TO THE BIGGEST FINGER, THEN FROM THE SHOULDER TO THE SAME FINGER, AND AFTERWARDS FROM THE HEAD TO THE FEET, MAKING THRICE THOSE MENSURATIONS; IF ANY ONE AFTERWARDS SHALL BE MEASURED WITH THE SAME ROPE, IN THE SAME MANNER, HE SHALL NOT PROSPER, BUT BE UNFORTUNATE AND FALL INTO MISERY AND SADNESS. ALBERTUS OF CHYRANNIS SAITH, THAT IF ANY WOMAN HATH ENCHANTED THEE TO LOVE HER, TAKE THE GOWN SHE SLEEPS IN OUT OF DOORS AND SPIT THROUGH THE RIGHT SLEEVE THEREOF, WHEN THE ENCHANTMENT WILL BE QUITTED. AND PLINY SAITH, THAT TO SIT BY WOMEN FAR WITH CHILD, OR WHEN A MEDICINE IS GIVEN TO ANY ONE OF THEM, THE FINGERS BEING JOINED TOGETHER LIKE THE TEETH OF A COMB, IS A CHARM; SO MUCH THE MORE IF THE HANDS BE JOINED ABOUT ONE OR BOTH KNEES. ALSO, TO SIT CROSS LEGGED IS SORCERY; THEREFORE, IT WAS FORBIDDEN TO BE DONE IN THE COUNSELS OF PRINCES AND RULERS, AS A THING WHICH HINDERED ALL ACTS. AND, IT IS SAID, IF ANY ONE SHALL STAND BEFORE A MAN'S CHAMBER DOOR, AND CALL TO HIM BY NAME AND THE MAN ANSWER, IF THEN HE FASTEN A KNIFE OR NEEDLE ON THE DOOR, THE EDGE OR POINT BEING DOWNWARD, AND BREAK IT, HE THAT BE IN THE ROOM SHALL BE UNABLE OF HIS INTENTION SO LONG AS THOSE THINGS SHALL BE THERE.
CHAPTER LII.
OF THE COUNTENANCE AND GESTURE, THE HABIT AND THE FIGURE OF THE BODY, AND TO WHAT STARS ANY OF THESE DO ANSWER—WHENCE PHYSIOGNOMY, AND METOPOSCOPY, AND CHIROMANCY, ARTS OF DIVINATION, HAVE THEIR GROUNDS.
THE COUNTENANCE, GESTURE, MOTION, SETTING AND FIGURE OF THE BODY, BEING ACCIDENTAL TO US, CONDUCE TO THE RECEIVING OF CELESTIAL GIFTS AND EXPOSE US TO THE SUPERIOR BODIES, WHICH PRODUCE CERTAIN EFFECTS IN US, LIKE UNTO THE EFFECTS FOLLOWING THE METHODS OF GATHERING HELLEBORE, WHICH, IF THOU PULL THE LEAF UPWARD WHEN GATHERING IT, DRAWS THE HUMORS UPWARD AND CAUSES VOMITING; IF DOWNWARD, IT CAUSES PURGING, DRAWING THE HUMOR DOWNWARD. HOW MUCH ALSO THE COUNTENANCE AND GESTURE OF ONE-PERSON DOTH AFFECT THE SIGHT, IMAGINATION AND SPIRIT OF ANOTHER NO MAN IS IGNORANT. SO, THEY THAT ARE PARENTS DISCOVER THOSE IMPRESSIONS IN THEIR CHILDREN OF THEIR PREVIOUS CONDITIONS, AND THAT WHICH THEY DID THEN DO, FORM AND IMAGINE. SO, A MILD AND CHEERFUL COUNTENANCE OF A PRINCE IN THE CITY MAKES THE PEOPLE JOYFUL; BUT IF IT BE FIERCE OR SAD DOTH TERRIFY THEM. SO, THE GESTURE AND COUNTENANCE OF ANY ONE LAMENTING, DOTH EASILY MOVE TO PITY. SO, THE SHAPE OF AN AMIABLE PERSON DOTH EASILY EXCITE TO FRIENDSHIP. THOU MUST KNOW THAT SUCH LIKE GESTURES AND FIGURES AS HARMONIES OF THE BODY, DO EXPOSE IT NO OTHERWISE TO THE CELESTIALS, THEN ODORS, AND THE SPIRIT OF A MEDICINE, AND INTERNAL PASSIONS, ALSO, DO THE SOUL. FOR AS MEDICINES AND PASSIONS OF THE MIND ARE BY CERTAIN DISPOSITIONS OF THE HEAVEN INCREASED, SO ALSO THE GESTURE AND MOTIONS OF THE BODY DO GET AN EFFICACY BY CERTAIN INFLUENCES OF THE HEAVENS. FOR THERE ARE GESTURES RESEMBLING SATURN WHICH ARE MELANCHOLY AND SAD, AS ARE BEATING OF THE BREAST OR STRIKING OF THE HEAD; ALSO SUCH AS ARE RELIGIOUS, AS THE BOWING OF THE KNEE, AND A FIXED LOOK DOWNWARDS, AS OF ONE PRAYING; ALSO WEEPING, AND SUCH LIKE, AS ARE USED BY THE AUSTERE AND SATURNINE MAN; SUCH AN ONE AS A SATIRIST DESCRIBES: WITH HANGED DOWN HEAD, WITH EYES FIXED TO THE GROUND, HIS RAGING WORDS BITES IN, AND MUTTERING SOUND HE DOTH EXPRESS WITH POUTING LIPS. A CHEERFUL AND HONEST COUNTENANCE, A WORSHIPFUL OR NOBLE GESTURE OR BEARING, CLAPPING OF THE HANDS AS OF ONE REJOICING AND PRAISING, AND THE BENDING OF THE KNEE WITH THE HEAD LIFTED UP, AS OF ONE THAT IS WORSHIPING, ARE ASCRIBED TO JUPITER. A SOUR, FIERCE, CRUEL, ANGRY, ROUGH COUNTENANCE AND GESTURE ARE ASCRIBED TO MARS. SOLARY ARE HONORABLE AND COURAGEOUS GESTURES AND COUNTENANCES; ALSO, WALKING ABROAD, A BENDING OF THE KNEE, AS OF ONE HONORING A KING WITH ONE KNEE BENT. THOSE UNDER VENUS ARE DANCES, EMBRACES, LAUGHTER’S, AND THOSE OF AN AMIABLE AND CHEERFUL COUNTENANCE. THOSE MERCURIAL ARE INCONSTANT, QUICK, VARIABLE AND SUCH LIKE GESTURES AND COUNTENANCES. THOSE LUNARY, OR UNDER THE MOON, ARE SUCH AS ARE MOVABLE, POISONOUS, AND CHILDISH AND THE LIKE. AS WE HAVE SPOKEN ABOVE OF GESTURES SO, ALSO, ARE THE SHAPES OF MEN DISTINCT, AS FOLLOWS: SATURN BESPEAKS A MAN TO BE OF A BLACK AND YELLOWISH COLOR, LEAN, CROOKED, OF A ROUGH SKIN, GREAT VEINS, THE BODY COVERED WITH HAIR, LITTLE EYES, OF A FROWNING FOREHEAD, A THIN BEARD, GREAT LIPS, EYES INTENT UPON THE GROUND, OF A HEAVY GAIT, STRIKING HIS FEET TOGETHER AS HE WALKS, CRAFTY, WITTY, A SEDUCER AND MURDEROUS. JUPITER SIGNIFIES A MAN TO BE OF A PALE COLOR, DARKISH RED, A HANDSOME BODY, GOOD STATURE, BOLD, OF GREAT EYES (NOT BLACK ALTOGETHER) WITH LARGE PUPILS, SHORT NOSTRILS NOT EQUAL, GREAT TEETH BEFORE, CURLED HAIR, OF GOOD DISPOSITION AND MANNERS. MARS MAKES A MAN RED, WITH RED HAIR, A ROUND FACE, YELLOWISH EYES, OF A TERRIBLE AND SHARP LOOK, JOCUND, BOLD, PROUD AND CRAFTY. THE SUN MAKES A MAN OF A TAWNY COLOR, BETWIXT YELLOW AND BLACK DASHED WITH RED, OF A SHORT STATURE YET OF A HANDSOME BODY, WITHOUT MUCH HAIR AND CURLY, OF YELLOW EYES, WISE, FAITHFUL AND DESIROUS OF PRAISE. VENUS SIGNIFIES A MAN TO BE TENDING TOWARDS BLACKNESS, BUT MORE-WHITE, WITH A MIXTURE OF RED, A HANDSOME BODY, A FAIR AND ROUND FACE, FAIR HAIR, FAIR EYES, THE BLACKNESS WHEREOF IS MORE INTENSE, OF GOOD MANNERS AND HONEST LOVE; ALSO, KIND, PATIENT AND JOCUND. MERCURY SIGNIFIES A MAN NOT MUCH WHITE, OR BLACK, OF A LONG FACE, HIGH FOREHEAD, FAIR EYES, NOT BLACK, TO HAVE A STRAIGHT AND LONG NOSE, THIN BEARD, LONG FINGERS, TO BE INGENIOUS, A SUBTLE INQUISITOR, A TURNCOAT, AND SUBJECT TO MANY FORTUNES. THE MOON SIGNIFIES A MAN TO BE IN COLOR WHITE, MIXED WITH A LITTLE RED; OF A FAIR STATURE, A ROUND FACE, WITH SOME MARKS IN IT; EYES NOT FULLY BLACK, FROWNING FOREHEAD, AND KIND, GENTLE AND SOCIABLE. THE SIGNS, ALSO, AND THE FACES OF SIGNS, HAVE THEIR FIGURES AND SHAPES WHICH, HE THAT WOULD KNOW, MUST SEEK THEM OUT IN BOOKS OF ASTROLOGY. LASTLY, UPON THESE FIGURES AND GESTURES, BOTH PHYSIOGNOMY AND METOPOSCOPY, ARTS OF DIVINATION, DO DEPEND; ALSO, CHIROMANCY, FORETELLING FUTURE EVENTS, NOT AS CAUSES BUT AS SIGNS, THROUGH LIKE EFFECTS, CAUSED BY THE SAME CAUSE. AND ALTHOUGH THESE DIVER’S KINDS OF DIVINATIONS MAY SEEM TO BE DONE BY INFERIOR AND WEAK SIGNS, YET THE JUDGMENTS OF THEM ARE NOT TO BE SLIGHTED OR CONDEMNED WHEN PROGNOSTICATION IS MADE BY THEM, NOT OUT OF SUPERSTITION BUT BY REASON OF THE HARMONICAL CORRESPONDENCY OF ALL THE PARTS OF THE BODY. WHOSOEVER, THEREFORE, DOTH THE MORE EXACTLY IMITATE THE CELESTIAL BODIES, EITHER IN NATURE, STUDY, ACTION, MOTION, GESTURE, COUNTENANCE, PASSIONS OF THE MIND, AND OPPORTUNITY OF THE SEASON, IS SO MUCH THE MORE LIKE TO THE HEAVENLY BODIES AND CAN RECEIVE LARGER GIFTS FROM THEM. 
CHAPTER LIII.
OF DIVINATIONS, AND THE KINDS THEREOF.
THERE ARE SOME OTHER KINDS OF DIVINATIONS, DEPENDING UPON NATURAL CAUSES, WHICH ARE KNOWN TO EVERY ONE IN HIS ART AND EXPERIENCE TO BE IN DIVER’S THINGS, BY WHICH PHYSICIANS, HUSBANDMEN, SHEPHERDS, MARINERS, AND OTHERS, DO PROGNOSTICATE OUT OF THE PROBABLE SIGNS OF EVERY KIND OF DIVINATION. MANY OF THESE KINDS OF DIVINATION ARISTOTLE MADE MENTION OF IN HIS BOOK OF TIMES, AMONGST WHICH AUGURIA AND AUSPICIA ARE THE CHIEFEST, WHICH WERE IN FORMER TIME IN SUCH ESTEEM AMONGST THE ROMANS THAT THEY WOULD DO NOTHING THAT DID BELONG TO PRIVATE OR PUBLIC BUSINESS WITHOUT THE COUNSEL OF THE AUGURES. CICERO IN HIS BOOK OF DIVINATIONS LARGELY DECLARES THAT THE PEOPLE OF TUSCIA WOULD DO NOTHING WITHOUT THIS ART. NOW, THERE ARE DIVERS KINDS OF AUSPICIAS, FOR SOME ARE CALLED PEDESTRIA, WHICH ARE TAKEN FROM FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS; SOME ARE CALLED AUGURIA, WHICH ARE TAKEN FROM BIRDS; SOME ARE CELESTIAL, WHICH ARE TAKEN FROM THUNDERING’S AND LIGHTNINGS; SOME ARE CALLED CADUCA, WHEN ANY FELL IN THE TEMPLE, OR ELSEWHERE; SOME WERE SACRED, WHICH WERE TAKEN FROM SACRIFICES; SOME OF THESE WERE CALLED PIACULA, AND SAD AUSPICIA, AS WHEN A SACRIFICE ESCAPED FROM THE ALTAR, OR, BEING SMITTEN, MADE A BELLOWING, OR FELL UPON ANOTHER PART OF HIS BODY THAN HE SHOULD. TO THESE IS ADDED EXAUGURATION, VIZ., WHEN THE ROD FELL OUT OF THE HAND OF THE AUGURE WITH WHICH IT WAS THE CUSTOM TO VIEW AND TAKE NOTICE OF THE AUSPICIUM. MICHAEL SCOTUS MAKES MENTION OF TWELVE KINDS OF AUGURIES, VIZ., SIX ON THE RIGHT HAND, THE NAMES OF WHICH, HE SAITH, ARE FERNOVA, FERVETUS, CONFERT, EMPONENTHEM, SONNASARNOVA, AND SONNASARVETUS; AND SIX ON THE LEFT HAND, THE NAMES OF WHICH ARE CONFERNOVA, CONFERVETUS, VIARAM, HERRENAM, SCASSARNOVA, AND SCASSARVETUS. EXPOUNDING THEIR NAMES, HE SAITH: FERNOVA IS AN AUGURY WHEN THOU GO OUT OF THY HOUSE TO DO ANY BUSINESS, AND IN GOING THOU SEE A MAN OR A BIRD GOING OR FLYING, SO THAT EITHER OF THEM SET HIMSELF BEFORE THEE UPON THY LEFT HAND, THAT IS A GOOD SIGNIFICATION IN REFERENCE TO THY BUSINESS. FERVETUS IS AN AUGURY WHEN THOU SHALT GO OUT OF THY HOUSE TO DO ANY BUSINESS, AND IN GOING THOU FIND OR SEE A BIRD OR A MAN RESTING HIMSELF BEFORE THEE ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THEE, THAT IS AN ILL SIGN CONCERNING THY BUSINESS. VIARAM IS AN AUGURY WHEN A MAN OR A BIRD IN HIS JOURNEY, OR FLYING, PASS BEFORE THEE, COMING FROM THE RIGHT SIDE OF THEE, AND, BENDING TOWARD THE LEFT, GO OUT OF THY SIGHT, THAT IS A GOOD SIGN CONCERNING THY BUSINESS. CONFERNOVA IS AN AUGURY WHEN THOU DOST FIRST FIND A MAN OR A BIRD GOING OR FLYING, AND THEN REST HIMSELF BEFORE THEE ON THY RIGHT SIDE, THOU SEEING OF IT, THAT IS A GOOD SIGN CONCERNING THY BUSINESS. CONFERVETUS IS AN AUGURY WHEN FIRST THOU FIND OR SEE A MAN OR A BIRD BENDING FROM THY RIGHT SIDE, IT IS AN ILL SIGN CONCERNING THY BUSINESS. SCIMASARNOVA OR SONNASARNOVA IS WHEN A MAN OR A BIRD COMES BEHIND THEE AND OUTGOETH THEE, BUT BEFORE HE COMES, AT THEE, HE RESTS, THOU SEEING OF HIM ON THY RIGHT SIDE, IT IS TO THEE A GOOD SIGN. SCIMASARVETUS OR SONNASARVETUS IS WHEN THOU SEE A MAN OR BIRD BEHIND THEE, BUT BEFORE HE COMES, TO THEE, HE RESTS IN THAT PLACE, THOU SEEING OF IT, IS A GOOD SIGN. CONFERT IS AN AUGURY WHEN A MAN OR BIRD IN JOURNEYING OR FLYING SHALL PASS BEHIND THEE, COMING FROM THE LEFT SIDE OF THEE, AND, BENDING TOWARD THY RIGHT, PASS OUT OF THY SIGHT, AND IS AN EVIL SIGN CONCERNING THY BUSINESS. SCASSARVETUS IS WHEN THOU SEE A MAN OR A BIRD PASS BY THEE, AND RESTING IN A PLACE ON THY LEFT SIDE, IS AN EVIL SIGN TO THEE. SCASSARNOVA IS WHEN THOU SEE A MAN OR A BIRD PASS BY THEE, AND RESTING IN A PLACE ON THY RIGHT SIDE, IS AN AUGURY OF GOOD TO THEE. EMPONENTHEM IS WHEN A MAN OR A BIRD, COMING FROM THY LEFT SIDE, AND PASSING TO THY RIGHT, GO OUT OF THY SIGHT WITHOUT RESTING, AND IS A GOOD SIGN. HARTENA OR HERRENAM IS AN AUGURY THAT, IF A MAN OR A BIRD COMING FROM THY RIGHT HAND, SHALL PASS BEHIND THY BACK TO THY LEFT, AND THOU SHALL SEE HIM RESTING ANYWHERE, THIS IS IN EVIL SIGN. THE ANCIENTS DID ALSO PROGNOSTICATE FROM SNEEZING’S, OF WHICH HOMER IN THE SEVENTEENTH BOOK OF HIS POEM OF THE ODYSSEY MAKES MENTION, BECAUSE THEY, THOUGHT THAT THEY PROCEEDED FROM A SACRED PLACE, VIZ., THE HEAD, IN WHICH THE INTELLECT IS VIGOROUS AND OPERATIVE. WHENCE, ALSO, WHATSOEVER SPEECH CAME INTO THE BREAST OR MIND OF A MAN RISING IN THE MORNING, UNAWARES, IS SAID TO BE SOME PRESAGE AND AN AUGURY.
CHAPTER LIV.
OF DIVERS CERTAIN ANIMALS, AND OTHER THINGS, WHICH HAVE A SIGNIFICATION IN AUGURIES.
ALL THE AUSPICIA, OR AUSPICES, WHICH FIRST HAPPEN IN THE BEGINNING OF ANY ENTERPRISE ARE TO BE TAKEN NOTICE OF. AS, IF IN THE BEGINNING OF THY WORK THOU SHALT PERCEIVE THAT RATS HAVE GNAWN THY GARMENTS, DESIST FROM THY UNDERTAKINGS. IF GOING FORTH THOU SHALT STUMBLE AT THE THRESHOLD, OR IF IN THE WAY THOU SHALT DASH THY FOOT AGAINST ANY THING, FORBEAR THY JOURNEY. IF ANY ILL OMEN, HAPPEN IN THE BEGINNING OF THY BUSINESS, PUT OFF THY UNDERTAKINGS, LEST THY INTENTIONS BE WHOLLY FRUSTRATED, OR ACCOMPLISHED TO NO PURPOSE, BUT EXPECT AND WAIT FOR A FORTUNATE HOUR FOR THE DISPATCHING OF THY AFFAIRS WITH A BETTER OMEN. WE SEE THAT MANY ANIMALS ARE, BY A NATURAL POWER INBRED IN THEM, PROPHETICAL. DOTH NOT THE COCK BY HIS CROWING DILIGENTLY TELL YOU THE HOURS OF THE NIGHT AND MORNING, AND, WITH HIS WINGS SPREAD FORTH, CHASE AWAY THE LION? MANY BIRDS, WITH THEIR SINGING AND CHATTERING, AND FLIES, BY THEIR SHARP PRICKING, FORETELL RAIN; AND DOLPHINS, BY THEIR OFTEN LEAPING ABOVE THE WATER, WARN OF TEMPESTS. IT WOULD BE TOO LONG TO RELATE ALL THE PASSAGES WHICH THE PHRYGIANS, CILICIANS, ARABIANS, UMBRIANS, TUSCIANS, AND OTHER PEOPLES, WHICH FOLLOW THE AUGURIES, HAVE LEARNED BY BIRDS. THESE THEY HAVE PROVED BY MANY EXPERIMENTS AND EXAMPLES. FOR IN ALL THINGS THE ORACLES OF THINGS TO COME ARE HID, BUT THOSE ARE THE CHIEFEST WHICH OMENAL BIRDS SHALL FORETELL. THESE ARE THOSE WHICH THE POETS RELATE WERE TURNED FROM MEN INTO BIRDS. THEREFORE, WHAT THE DAW DECLARES, HEARKEN UNTO AND MARK, OBSERVING HER SETTING AS SHE SITS; AND HER MANNER OF FLYING, WHETHER ON THE RIGHT HAND OR LEFT; WHETHER CLAMOROUS OR SILENT; WHETHER SHE GOES BEFORE OR FOLLOWS AFTER; WHETHER SHE WAITS FOR THE APPROACH OF HIM THAT PASSES BY, OR FLIES FROM HIM, AND WHICH WAY SHE GOES. ALL THESE THINGS MUST BE DILIGENTLY OBSERVED. ARUS APOLLO SAITH IN HIS HIEROGLYPHICS THAT DAWS THAT ARE TWINS SIGNIFY MARRIAGE, BECAUSE THIS BIRD BRINGS FORTH TWO EGGS, OUT OF WHICH MALE AND FEMALE MUST BE BROUGHT FORTH; BUT IF, WHICH SELDOM HAPPENS, TWO MALES BE GENERATED, OR TWO FEMALES, THE MALES WILL NOT GO WITH ANY OTHER FEMALES, NOR FEMALES WITH ANY OTHER MALES, BUT WILL ALWAYS LIVE WITHOUT A MATE, AND SOLITARY. THEREFORE, THEY THAT MEET A SINGLE DAW, DIVINE THEREBY THAT THEY SHALL LIVE A SINGLE LIFE. THE SAME ALSO DOTH A BLACK HEN PIGEON BETOKEN, FOR AFTER THE DEATH OF HER MATE, SHE ALWAYS LIVES SINGLE. THOU SHALL, ALSO, AS CAREFULLY OBSERVE CROWS, WHICH ARE AS SIGNIFICANT AS DAWS, YEA, AND IN GREATER MATTERS. IT WAS EPICTETUS THE STOICS’ PHILOSOPHER'S JUDGMENT, WHO WAS A SAGE AUTHOR, THAT IF A CROW DID CROAK OVER AGAINST ANY ONE, IT DID BETOKEN SOME EVIL, EITHER TO HIS BODY, FORTUNE, HONOR, WIFE, OR CHILDREN. THEN THOU SHALL TAKE HEED TO SWANS, WHO FOREKNOW THE SECRETS OF THE WATERS, FOR THEIR CHEERFULNESS DOTH PRESAGE HAPPY EVENTS NOT ONLY TO MARINERS, BUT ALL OTHER TRAVELERS, UNLESS THEY BE OVERCOME BY THE COMING OVER OF A STRONGER BIRD, AS OF AN EAGLE, WHO, BY THE MOST POTENT MAJESTY OF HER SOVEREIGNTY, MAKES NULL THE PREDICTIONS OF ALL OTHER BIRDS IF SHE SPEAKS TO THE CONTRARY; FOR SHE FLIES HIGHER THAN ALL OTHER BIRDS, AND IS OF MORE ACUTE SIGHT, AND IS NEVER EXCLUDED FROM THE SECRETS OF JUPITER; SHE PORTENDS ADVANCEMENT AND VICTORY, BUT BY BLOOD, BECAUSE SHE DRINKS NO WATER BUT BLOOD. AN EAGLE FLYING OVER THE LOCRESIANS, FIGHTING AGAINST THE CROTONIENSIANS, GAVE THEM VICTORY; AN EAGLE SETTING HERSELF UNAWARES UPON THE TARGET OF HIERO, GOING FORTH TO THE FIRST WAR, BETOKENED THAT HE SHOULD BE KING. TWO EAGLES SITTING ALL DAY UPON THE HOUSE AT THE BIRTH OF ALEXANDER, OF MACEDONIA, DID PORTEND TO HIM AN OMEN OF TWO KINGDOMS, VIZ., ASIA AND EUROPE. AN EAGLE, ALSO, TAKING OFF THE HAT OF LUCIAS TARQUINIUS PRISCUS, SON TO DEMARATHUS THE CORINTHIAN (AND, BY REASON OF SOME DISCORD, BEING COME INTO HETRARIA AND GOING TO ROME) AND THEN FLYING HIGH WITH IT, AND AFTERWARDS PUTTING IT UPON HIS HEAD AGAIN, DID PORTEND TO HIM THE KINGDOM OF THE ROMANS. VULTURES SIGNIFY DIFFICULTY, HARDNESS, AND RAVENOUSNESS, WHICH WAS VERIFIED IN THE BEGINNING OF THE BUILDING OF CITIES. ALSO THEY FORETELL THE PLACES OF SLAUGHTER, COMING SEVEN DAYS BEFOREHAND; AND BECAUSE THEY HAVE MOST RESPECT TO THAT PLACE WHERE THE GREATEST SLAUGHTER SHALL BE, AS IF THEY GAPED AFTER THE GREATEST NUMBER OF THE SLAIN, THEREFORE THE ANCIENT KINGS WERE WONT TO SEND OUT SPIES TO TAKE NOTICE WHAT PLACE THE VULTURES HAD MOST RESPECT TO. THE PHOENIX PROMISE SINGULAR GOOD SUCCESS, WHICH BEING SEEN ANEW, ROME WAS BUILT VERY AUSPICIOUSLY. THE PELICAN BECAUSE SHE HAZARDS HERSELF FOR HER YOUNG, SIGNIFIES THAT A MAN SHOULD, OUT OF THE ZEAL OF HIS LOVE, UNDERGO MUCH HARDSHIP. THE PAINTED BIRD GAVE THE NAME TO THE CITY OF PICTAVIA, AND FORESHOWED THE LENITY OF THAT PEOPLE BY ITS COLOR AND VOICE. THE HERON IS AN AUGURY OF HARD THINGS. THE STORK ALSO IS A BIRD OF CONCORD AND MAKES CONCORD. CRANES GIVES US NOTICE OF THE TREACHERY OF ENEMIES. THE BIRD CACUPHA BETOKENS GRATITUDE, FOR SHE ALONE DOTH EXPRESS LOVE TO HER DAM, BEING SPENT WITH OLD AGE. ON THE CONTRARY, THE HIPPOPOTAMUS, THAT KILLS HIS DAM, DOTH BETOKEN INGRATITUDE FOR GOOD TURNS, ALSO INJUSTICE. THE BIRD ORIGIS IS MOST ENVIOUS, AND BETOKENS ENVY. AMONGST THE SMALLER BIRDS, THE PIE IS TALKATIVE AND FORETELLS GUESTS. THE BIRD ALBANELLUS FLYING BY ANYONE, IT FROM THE LEFT TO THE RIGHT, BETOKENS CHEERFULNESS OF ENTERTAINMENT; IF CONTRARIWISE, BETOKENS THE CONTRARY. THE SCREECH OWL IS ALWAYS UNLUCKY, SO ALSO IS THE HORN OWL, WHO, BECAUSE SHE GOES TO HER YOUNG BY NIGHT, UNAWARES, AS DEATH COMES UNAWARES, IS THEREFORE SAID TO FORETELL DEATH; YET, SOMETIMES, BECAUSE SHE IS NOT BLIND IN THE DARK OF THE NIGHT, DOTH BETOKEN DILIGENCE AND WATCHFULNESS, WHICH SHE MADE GOOD WHEN SHE SAT UPON THE SPEAR OF HIERO. AND DIDO, WHEN SHE SAW THE UNLUCKY OWL, PITIED ÆNEAS, WHENCE THE POET SANG: THE OWL, SITTING ON TOP OF THE HOUSE ALONE, SENDS FORTH HER SAD COMPLAINTS WITH MOURNFUL TONE. AND IN ANOTHER PLACE, THE SLOTHFUL OWL BY MORTALS IS ESTEEMED A FATAL OMEN—THE SAME BIRD SANG IN THE CAPITOL WHEN THE ROMAN AFFAIRS WERE LOW AT NUMANTIA AND WHEN FREGELIA WAS PULLED DOWN FOR A CONSPIRACY MADE AGAINST THE ROMANS. ALMADEL SAYS THAT OWLS AND NIGHT-RAVENS, WHEN THEY TURN ASIDE TO STRANGE COUNTRIES, OR HOUSES, BETOKEN THE DEATH OF THE MEN OF THAT COUNTRY AND THOSE HOUSES, FOR THOSE BIRDS ARE DELIGHTED WITH DEAD CARCASSES AND PERCEIVE THEM BEFOREHAND. FOR MEN THAT ARE DYING HAVE A NEAR AFFINITY WITH DEAD CARCASSES. THE HAWK IS ALSO A FORETELLER OF CONTENTION, AS NASO SINGS: WE HATE THE HAWK, BECAUSE THAT ARMS AMONGST SHE ALWAYS LIVES—LELIUS, THE AMBASSADOR OF POMPEY, WAS SLAIN IN SPAIN, AMONGST THE PURVEYORS, WHICH MISFORTUNE, A HAWK FLYING OVER THE HEAD, IS SAID TO FORETELL. AND ALMADEL SAITH THAT THESE KINDS OF BIRDS FIGHTING AMONGST THEMSELVES, SIGNIFY THE CHANGE OF A KINGDOM; BUT IF BIRDS OF ANOTHER KIND SHALL FIGHT WITH THEM AND ARE NEVER SEEN TO COME TOGETHER AGAIN, IT PORTENDS A NEW CONDITION AND STATE OF THAT COUNTRY. ALSO, LITTLE BIRDS, BY THEIR COMING TO OR DEPARTING FROM, FORESHOW THAT A FAMILY SHALL BE INCREASED OR LESSENED; AND THEIR FLIGHT, BY HOW MUCH THE MORE SERENE IT IS, BY SO MUCH THE MORE LAUDABLE SHALL THE CHANGE BE. WHENCE DID MELAMPUS, THE AUGURE, CONJECTURE AT THE SLAUGHTER OF THE GREEKS BY THE FLIGHT OF LITTLE BIRDS, WHEN HE SAITH: "THOU SEE NOW THAT NO BIRD TAKES HIS FLIGHT IN FAIR WEATHER." SWALLOWS, BECAUSE WHEN THEY ARE DYING, THEY PROVIDE A PLACE OF SAFETY FOR THEIR YOUNG, DO PORTEND A GREAT PATRIMONY OR LEGACY AFTER THE DEATH OF FRIENDS. A BAT, MEETING ANY ONE RUNNING AWAY, SIGNIFIES AN EVASION; FOR, ALTHOUGH SHE, HAVE NO WINGS, YET SHE FLIES. A SPARROW IS A BAD OMEN TO ONE THAT RUNS AWAY, FOR SHE FLIES FROM THE HAWK AND MAKES HASTE TO THE OWL, WHERE SHE IS IN AS GREAT DANGER; YET IN LOVE SHE IS FORTUNATE, FOR BEING STIRRED UP WITH AFFECTION SHE SEEKS HER CONSORT HOURLY. BEES ARE A GOOD OMEN TO KINGS, FOR THEY SIGNIFY AN OBSEQUIOUS PEOPLE. FLIES SIGNIFY IMPORTUNITY AND IMPUDENCE BECAUSE BEING OFTENTIMES DRIVEN AWAY THEY DO CONTINUALLY RETURN. ALSO, DOMESTIC BIRDS ARE NOT WITHOUT SOME AUGURIES, FOR COCKS, BY THEIR CROWING, PROMOTE HOPE, AND THE JOURNEY OF HIM THAT IS UNDERTAKING IT. MOREOVER, LIVIA, THE MOTHER OF TIBERIUS, WHEN SHE WAS GREAT WITH HIM, TOOK A HEN'S EGG AND HATCHED IT IN HER BOSOM, AND AT LENGTH CAME FORTH A COCK CHICK WITH A GREAT COMB, WHICH THE AUGURIES INTERPRETED THAT THE CHILD THAT SHOULD BE BORN OF HER SHOULD BE A KING. AND CICERO WRITES THAT AT THEBAIS, COCKS, BY THEIR CROWING ALL NIGHT, DID PRESAGE THAT THE BÆOTIANS WOULD OBTAIN VICTORY AGAINST THE LACEDÆMONIANS, AND THE REASON IS ACCORDING TO THE AUGURY'S INTERPRETATIONS BECAUSE THAT BIRD WHEN HE IS BEATEN IS SILENT, BUT WHEN HE HIMSELF HATH OVERCOME, CROWS. IN LIKE MANNER, ALSO, OMENS OF EVENTS ARE TAKEN FROM BEASTS. FOR THE MEETING OF A WEASEL IS OMINOUS; ALSO, THE MEETING OF A HARE IS AN ILL OMEN TO A TRAVELER, UNLESS SHE BE TAKEN. A MULE ALSO IS BAD BECAUSE BARREN. A HOG IS PERNICIOUS, FOR SUCH IS HIS NATURE, AND THEREFORE SIGNIFIES PERNICIOUS MEN. A HORSE BETOKENS QUARRELLING’S AND FIGHTING’S, WHENCE ANCHISES, SEEING OF WHITE HORSES, CRIES OUT IN VIRGIL: WITH WAR ARE HORSES ARMED, YEA, THREATEN WAR. BUT WHEN THEY ARE JOINED TOGETHER IN A CHARIOT, BECAUSE THEY DRAW WITH AN EQUAL YOKE, THEY SIGNIFY THAT PEACE IS TO BE HOPED FOR. AN ASS IS AN UNPROFITABLE CREATURE, YET DID MARIUS GOOD, WHO, WHEN HE WAS PRONOUNCED AN ENEMY TO HIS COUNTRY, SAW AN ASS DISDAINING PROVENDER THAT WAS OFFERED TO HIM, AND RUNNING TO THE WATER, BY WHICH AUGURY HE, SUPPOSING HE SAW A WAY OF SAFETY SHOWED TO HIM, ENTREATED THE AID OF HIS FRIENDS THAT THEY WOULD CONVEY HIM TO THE SEA, WHICH BEING GRANTED, HE WAS SET INTO A LITTLE SHIP, AND SO ESCAPED THE THREATS OF SILLA THE CONQUEROR. IF THE FOAL OF AN ASS, MEET ANY ONE GOING TO AN AUGURY, HE SIGNIFIES LABOR, PATIENCE AND HINDERANCES. A WOLF MEETING ANY ONE IS A GOOD SIGN, THE EFFECT WHEREOF WAS SEEN IN HIERO OF SICILIA, FROM WHOM A WOLF, SNATCHING AWAY A BOOK WHILST HE WAS AT SCHOOL, CONFIRMED TO HIM THE SUCCESS OF THE KINGDOM, BUT YET THE WOLF MAKES HIM SPEECHLESS WHOM HE SEES FIRST. A WOLF RENT IN PIECES A WATCHMAN OF P. AFRICANUS AND C. FULVIUS AT MINTURN, WHEN THE ROMAN ARMY WAS OVERCOME BY THE FUGITIVES IN SICILIA. HE SIGNIFIES PERFIDIOUS MEN, SUCH AS YOU CAN GIVE NO CREDIT TO, WHICH WAS KNOWN IN THE PROGENY OF ROMANS. FOR THE FAITH WHICH THEY LONG SINCE SUCKED FROM THEIR MOTHER, THE WOLF, AND KEPT TO THEMSELVES FROM THE BEGINNING, AS BY A CERTAIN LAW OF NATURE, PASSED OVER TO THEIR POSTERITY. TO MEET A LION, SEEING HE IS AMONGST ANIMALS THE STRONGEST AND STRIKING TERROR INTO ALL THE REST, IS GOOD. BUT FOR A WOMAN TO MEET A LIONESS IS BAD, BECAUSE SHE HINDERS CONCEPTION, FOR A LIONESS BRINGS FORTH BUT ONCE. TO MEET SHEEP AND GOATS IS GOOD. IT IS READ IN THE OSTENTARIAN OF THE TUSCIANS, IF THIS ANIMAL SHALL WEAR ANY UNUSUAL COLOR, IT PORTENDS TO THE EMPEROR PLENTY OF ALL THINGS, TOGETHER WITH MUCH HAPPINESS. WHENCE VIRGIL TO POLLIO SINGS THUS: BUT, IN THE MEADOWS, RAMS SHALL SCARLET BEAR, AND CHANGING, SOMETIMES GOLDEN FLEECES WEAR. IT IS GOOD ALSO TO MEET OXEN TREADING OUT CORN, BUT BETTER TO MEET THEM PLOWING, WHICH ALTHOUGH BREAKING THE WAY, HINDER THY JOURNEY, YET BY THE FAVOR OF THEIR AUSPICIUM WILL RECOMPENSE THEE AGAIN. A DOG IN A JOURNEY IS FORTUNATE, BECAUSE CYRUS, BEING CAST INTO THE WOODS, WAS NOURISHED BY A DOG UNTIL HE CAME TO THE KINGDOM; WHICH, ALSO, THE ANGEL, COMPANION OF TOBIT, DID NOT SCORN AS A COMPANION. THE CASTOR, BECAUSE HE BITES HIMSELF SORELY, SO AS TO BE SEEN BY HUNTERS, IS AN ILL OMEN AND PORTENDS THAT A MAN WILL INJURE HIMSELF. ALSO, AMONGST SMALL ANIMALS, MICE SIGNIFY DANGER, FOR THE SAME DAY THAT THEY DID GNAW GOLD IN THE CAPITOL, BOTH THE CONSULS WERE INTERCEPTED BY HANNIBAL BY WAY OF AMBUSH, NEAR TARENTUM. THE LOCUST MAKING A STAND IN ANY PLACE, OR BURNING THE PLACE, HINDERS ONE FROM THEIR WISHES AND IS AN ILL OMEN; AND ON THE CONTRARY THE GRASSHOPPER PROMOTES A JOURNEY AND FORETELLS A GOOD EVENT OF THINGS. THE SPIDER WEAVING A LINE DOWNWARDS, IS SAID TO SIGNIFY HOPE OF MONEY TO COME. ALSO, THE ANTS, BECAUSE THEY KNOW HOW TO PROVIDE FOR THEMSELVES, AND TO PREPARE SAFE NESTS FOR THEMSELVES, PORTEND SECURITY AND RICHES, AND A GREAT ARMY. HENCE, WHEN THE ANTS HAD DEVOURED A TAME DRAGON OF TIBERIUS CAESAR, IT WAS ADVISED THAT HE SHOULD TAKE HEED OF THE TUMULT OF A MULTITUDE. IF A SNAKE, MEET THEE, TAKE HEED OF AN ILL-TONGUED ENEMY; FOR THIS CREATURE HATH NO POWER BUT IN HIS MOUTH. A SNAKE CREEPING INTO THE PALACE OF TIBERIUS, PORTENDED HIS FALL. TWO SNAKES WERE FOUND IN THE BED OF SEMPRONIUS GRACCHUS, WHEREFORE A SOOTHSAYER TOLD HIM, IF HE WOULD LET THE MALE OR THE FEMALE ESCAPE, EITHER HE OR HIS WIFE WOULD SHORTLY DIE; AND HE, PREFERRING THE LIFE OF HIS WIFE, KILLED THE MALE AND LET THE FEMALE GO, AND WITHIN A FEW DAYS HE DIED. SO, A VIPER SIGNIFIES LEWD WOMEN AND WICKED CHILDREN; AND AN EEL SIGNIFIES A MAN DISPLEASED WITH EVERYBODY, FOR SHE LIVES APART FROM ALL OTHER FISHES, NOR IS EVER FOUND IN THE COMPANY OF ANY. BUT, AMONGST ALL AUGURIES AND OMENS, THERE IS NONE MORE EFFECTUAL AND POTENT THAN MAN HIMSELF, AND NONE THAT DOTH SIGNIFY THE TRUTH MORE CLEARLY. THOU SHALT, THEREFORE, DILIGENTLY NOTE AND OBSERVE THE CONDITION OF THE MAN THAT MEETS THEE, HIS AGE, PROFESSION, STATION, STATURE, GESTURE, MOTION, EXERCISE, COMPLEXION, HABIT, NAME, WORDS, SPEECH, AND ALL SUCH LIKE THINGS. FOR SEEING THERE ARE IN ALL OTHER ANIMALS SO MANY DISCOVERIES OF PRESAGES, WITHOUT ALL QUESTION THESE ARE MORE-EFFICACIOUS AND CLEAR WHICH ARE INFUSED INTO MAN'S SOUL; WHICH TULLY HIMSELF TESTIFIES, SAYING, THAT THERE IS A CERTAIN AUSPICIUM NATURALLY IN MEN'S SOULS OF THEIR ETERNITY, FOR THE KNOWING OF THE COURSES AND CAUSES OF THINGS. IN THE FOUNDATION OF THE CITY OF ROME THE HEAD OF A MAN WAS FOUND WITH HIS WHOLE FACE, WHICH DID PRESAGE THE GREATNESS OF THE EMPIRE, AND GAVE THE NAME TO THE MOUNTAIN OF THE CAPITOL. THE BRUTIAN SOLDIERS FIGHTING AGAINST OCTAVIUS AND ANTONIUS, FOUND AN ÆTHIOPIAN IN THE GATE OF THEIR CASTLE, AND THOUGH THEY SLEW HIM AS A PRESAGE OF ILL SUCCESS, YET THEY WERE UNFORTUNATE IN BATTLE, AND BOTH THEIR GENERALS, BRUTUS AND CASSIUS, WERE SLAIN. THE MEETING OF MONKS IS COMMONLY ACCOUNTED AN ILL OMEN, AND SO MUCH THE RATHER IF IT BE EARLY IN THE MORNING, BECAUSE THESE, KIND OF MEN LIVE FOR THE MOST BY THE SUDDEN DEATH OF MEN, AS VULTURES DO BY SLAUGHTERS. 
CHAPTER LV.
HOW AUSPICIAS ARE VERIFIED BY THE LIGHT OF NATURAL INSTINCT, AND OF SOME RULES OF FINDING IT OUT.
AUSPICIA AND AUGURIA, WHICH FORETELL THINGS TO COME BY ANIMALS AND BIRDS, ORPHEUS, THE DIVINE, HIMSELF, AS WE READ, DID TEACH AND SHOW FIRST OF ALL, WHICH AFTERWARDS WERE HAD IN GREAT ESTEEM WITH ALL NATIONS. NOW THEY ARE VERIFIED BY THE LIGHT OF NATURAL INSTINCT, AS IF FROM THIS SOME LIGHTS OF DIVINATION MAY DESCEND UPON FOUR-FOOTED BEASTS, THOSE WINGED, AND OTHER CREATURES, BY WHICH THEY ARE ABLE TO PRESAGE TO US OF THE EVENTS OF THINGS; WHICH VIRGIL SEEMS TO BE SENSIBLE OF WHEN HE SINGS: NOR THINK I HEAVEN ON THEM SUCH KNOWLEDGE STATES, NOR THAT THEIR PRUDENCE IS ABOVE THE FATES. NOW, THIS INSTINCT OF NATURE, AS SAITH WILLIAM OF PARIS, IS MORE SUBLIME THAN ALL HUMAN APPREHENSION, AND VERY NEAR, AND MOST LIKE TO PROPHECY. BY THIS INSTINCT THERE IS A CERTAIN WONDERFUL LIGHT OF DIVINATION IN SOME ANIMALS NATURALLY, AS IS MANIFESTED IN SOME DOGS, WHO KNOW THIEVES BY THIS INSTINCT AND MEN THAT ARE HID, UNKNOWN BOTH TO THEMSELVES AND MEN, AND FIND THEM OUT AND APPREHEND THEM, FALLING UPON THEM WITH A FULL MOUTH. BY THE LIKE INSTINCT VULTURES FORESEE FUTURE SLAUGHTERS IN BATTLES, AND GATHER TOGETHER INTO PLACES WHERE THEY SHALL BE, AS IF THEY FORESAW THE FLESH OF DEAD CARCASSES. BY THE SAME INSTINCT PARTRIDGES KNOW THEIR DAM, WHOM THEY NEVER SAW, AND LEAVE THE PARTRIDGE WHICH STOLE AWAY HER DAM'S EGGS AND SATE UPON THEM. BY THE SAME INSTINCT, ALSO, CERTAIN HURTFUL AND TERRIBLE THINGS ARE PERCEIVED, THE SOUL BEING IGNORANT OF THEM, WHENCE TERROR AND HORROR CEASES WHEN MEN THINK NOTHING OF THESE THINGS. SO, A THIEF, LYING HID IN A HOUSE, ALTHOUGH NO ONE KNOWS OR THINKS OF HIS BEING THERE, STRIKES FEAR AND TERROR AND A TROUBLESOMENESS OF MIND INTO THE INHABITANTS OF THAT HOUSE, ALTHOUGH, HAPLY, NOT OF ALL, BECAUSE THE BRIGHTNESS OF THIS INSTINCT IS NOT COMMON TO ALL MEN, YET POSSESSED OF SOME OF THEM. SO, AN EVIL PERSON, BEING HID IN SOME LARGE BUILDING, IS SOMETIMES PERCEIVED TO BE THERE BY SOME ONE THAT IS ALTOGETHER IGNORANT OF THEIR BEING THERE. IT IS MENTIONED IN HISTORY THAT HERAISCUS, A CERTAIN EGYPTIAN, A MAN OF A DIVINE NATURE, COULD DISCERN EVIL PERSONS, NOT ONLY BY HIS EYES BUT ALSO BY THEIR VOICE, HE HEARING THEM AFAR OFF, AND THEREUPON DID FALL INTO A MOST GRIEVOUS HEADACHE. WILLIAM OF PARIS ALSO MAKES MENTION OF A CERTAIN WOMAN IN HIS TIME THAT, BY THE SAME INSTINCT, PERCEIVED A MAN WHOM SHE LOVED COMING TWO MILES OFF. HE RELATES, ALSO, THAT IN HIS TIME A CERTAIN STORK WAS CONVICTED OF UNCHASTITY BY THE SMELL OF THE MALE, WHO, BEING JUDGED GUILTY BY A MULTITUDE OF STORKS WHOM THE MALE GATHERED TOGETHER, DISCOVERING TO THEM THE FAULT OF HIS MATE, WAS, HER FEATHERS BEING PULLED OFF, TORN IN PIECES BY THEM. THE SAME DOTH VARRO, ARISTOTLE AND PLINY RELATE CONCERNING HORSES. AND PLINY MAKES MENTION OF A CERTAIN SERPENT, CALLED THE ASP, THAT DID SUCH A LIKE THING, FOR SHE, COMING TO A CERTAIN MAN'S TABLE IN EGYPT, WAS THERE DAILY FED, AND SHE, HAVING BROUGHT FORTH SOME YOUNG, BY ONE OF WHICH A SON OF HER HOST WAS KILLED, AFTER SHE KNEW OF IT, KILLED THAT YOUNG ONE, AND WOULD NEVER RETURN TO THAT HOUSE ANY MORE. NOW, BY THESE EXAMPLES, YOU SEE HOW THE LIGHTS OF PRESAGE MAY DESCEND UPON SOME ANIMALS, AS SIGNS, OR MARKS OF THINGS, AND ARE SET IN THEIR GESTURE, MOTION, VOICE, FLYING, GOING, MEAT, COLOR, AND SUCH LIKE. FOR, ACCORDING TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE PLATONISTS, THERE IS A CERTAIN POWER PUT INTO INFERIOR THINGS BY WHICH, FOR THE MOST PART, THEY AGREE WITH THE SUPERIORS; WHENCE ALSO THE TACIT CONSENTS OF ANIMALS SEEM TO AGREE WITH DIVINE BODIES, AND THEIR BODIES AND AFFECTIONS TO BE AFFECTED WITH THEIR POWERS, BY THE NAME OF WHICH THEY ARE ASCRIBED TO THE DEITIES. WE MUST CONSIDER, THEREFORE, WHAT ANIMALS ARE SATURNINE, WHAT ARE JOVIAL AND WHAT MARITAL, AND SO OF THE REST; AND, ACCORDING TO THEIR PROPERTIES, TO DRAW FORTH THEIR PRESAGES; SO THOSE BIRDS WHICH RESEMBLE SATURN AND MARS, ARE ALL OF THEM CALLED TERRIBLE AND DEADLY, AS THE SCREECH OWL, THE HAWLET, AND OTHERS WHICH WE HAVE MENTIONED BEFORE; ALSO THE HORN OWL, BECAUSE SHE IS A SATURNINE, SOLITARY BIRD, ALSO NIGHTLY, AND IS REPUTED TO BE MOST UNFORTUNATELY OMINOUS, OF WHICH THE POET SAITH: THE UGLY OWL, WHICH NO BIRD WELL RESENTS, FORETELLS MISFORTUNES AND MOST SAD EVENTS. BUT THE SWAN IS A DELICIOUS BIRD, UNDER VENUS, AND DEDICATED TO PHOEBUS, AND IS SAID TO BE MOST HAPPY IN HER PRESAGES, ESPECIALLY IN THE AUSPICES OF MARINERS, FOR SHE IS NEVER DROWNED IN WATER, WHENCE OVID SINGS: MOST HAPPY IS THE CHEERFUL, SINGING SWAN IN HER PRESAGES——THERE ARE ALSO SOME BIRDS THAT PRESAGE WITH THEIR MOUTH AND SINGING, AS THE CROW, PIE, AND DAW, WHENCE VIRGIL: —THIS DID FORESHOW OFT FROM THE HOLLOW HOLM THAT OMINOUS CROW. NOW, THE BIRDS THAT PORTEND FUTURE THINGS BY THEIR FLYING ARE, VIZ., BUZZARDS, THE BONE-BREAKERS, VULTURES, EAGLES, CRANES, SWANS, AND THE LIKE, FOR THEY ARE TO BE CONSIDERED IN THEIR FLYING, WHETHER THEY FLY SLOWLY OR SWIFTLY; WHETHER TO THE RIGHT HAND OR TO THE LEFT; HOW MANY, FLY TOGETHER. UPON THIS ACCOUNT, IF CRANES FLY APACE, THEY SIGNIFY A TEMPEST; AND, WHEN SLOWLY, FAIR WEATHER. WHEN TWO EAGLES FLY TOGETHER, THEY ARE SAID TO PORTEND EVIL, BECAUSE TWO IS A NUMBER, OF CONFUSION. IN LIKE MANNER THOU SHALT ENQUIRE INTO THE REASON OF THE REST, AS THIS IS SHOWN BY NUMBER. MOREOVER, IT BELONGS TO AN ARTIST TO OBSERVE A SIMILITUDE IN THESE CONJECTURES, AS IN VIRGIL, VENUS, DISSEMBLING, TEACHES HER SON, ÆNEAS, IN THESE VERSES: —ALL THIS IS NOT FOR NAUGHT, ELSE ME IN VAIN MY PARENTS AUGURY TAUGHT; LO! TWICE SIX SWANS IN A GLAD COMPANY JOVE'S BIRD PURSUED THROUGH THE ETHERIAL SKY IN HEAVEN'S BROAD TRACKS; NOW EARTH IN A LONG TRAIN THEY SEEM TO TAKE, OR TAKEN, TO DISDAIN; AS THEY RETURN WITH SOUNDING WINGS THEY SPORT, AND HEAVEN SURROUNDING IN A LONG CONSORT. JUST SO, I SAY, THY FRIENDS AND FLEET HAVE GAINED THE PORT, OR WITH FULL SAILS THE BAY OBTAINED. MOST WONDERFUL IS THAT KIND OF AUGURING OF THEIRS, WHO HEAR AND UNDERSTAND THE SPEECHES OF ANIMALS, IN WHICH, AS AMONGST THE ANCIENTS, MELAMPUS, TIRESIAS, THALES, AND APOLLONIUS, THE TYANEAN, WHO, AS WE READ, EXCELLED, AND WHOM, THEY REPORT, HAD EXCELLENT SKILL IN THE LANGUAGE OF BIRDS; OF WHOM PHILOSTRATUS AND PORPHYRIUS SPEAK, SAYING, THAT OF OLD, WHEN APOLLONIUS SAT IN COMPANY AMONGST HIS FRIENDS, SEEING SPARROWS SITTING UPON A TREE, AND ONE SPARROW COMING FROM ELSEWHERE UNTO HIM, MAKING A GREAT CHATTERING AND NOISE, AND THEN FLYING AWAY, ALL THE REST FOLLOWING HIM, HE SAID TO HIS COMPANIONS THAT THAT SPARROW TOLD THE REST THAT AN ASS, BEING BURDENED WITH WHEAT, FELL DOWN IN A HOLE NEAR THE CITY AND THAT THE WHEAT WAS SCATTERED UPON THE GROUND. MANY, BEING MUCH MOVED WITH THESE WORDS, WENT TO SEE, AND SO IT WAS, AS APOLLONIUS SAID, AT WHICH THEY MUCH WONDERED. PHORPHYRIUS, THE PLATONIST, IN HIS THIRD BOOK OF SACRIFICES, SAITH THAT THERE IS CERTAINLY A SWALLOW LANGUAGE, BECAUSE EVERY VOICE OF EVERY ANIMAL IS SIGNIFICATIVE OF SOME PASSION OF ITS SOUL, AS JOY, SADNESS, OR ANGER, OR THE LIKE, WHICH VOICES, IT IS NOT SO WONDERFUL A THING, COULD BE UNDERSTOOD BY MEN CONVERSANT ABOUT THEM. BUT DEMOCRITUS HIMSELF DECLARED THIS ART, AS SAITH PLINY, BY NAMING THE BIRDS, OF WHOSE BLOOD MIXED TOGETHER WAS PRODUCED A SERPENT, OF WHICH WHOSOEVER DID EAT SHOULD UNDERSTAND THE VOICES OF BIRDS. AND [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] HERMES SAITH THAT IF ANY ONE SHALL GO FORTH TO CATCH BIRDS ON A CERTAIN DAY OF THE KALENDS OF NOVEMBER, AND SHALL BOIL THE FIRST BIRD THAT HE CATCHES WITH THE HEART OF A FOX, THAT ALL THAT SHALL EAT OF THIS BIRD SHALL UNDERSTAND THE VOICES OF BIRDS AND ALL OTHER ANIMALS. ALSO, THE ARABIANS SAY THAT THEY CAN UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF BRUTES WHO SHALL EAT THE HEART AND LIVER OF A DRAGON. PROCLUS, ALSO, THE PLATONIST, BELIEVED AND WROTE THAT THE HEART OF A MOLE CONDUCES TO PRESAGES. THERE WERE ALSO DIVINATIONS AND AUSPICES WHICH WERE TAKEN FROM THE INWARDS OF SACRIFICES, THE INVENTOR WHEREOF WAS TAGES, OF WHOM LUCAN SANG: AND IF THE INWARDS HAVE NO CREDIT GAINED, AND IF THIS ART BY TAGES WAS BUT FEIGNED. THE ROMAN RELIGION THOUGHT THAT THE LIVER WAS THE HEAD OF THE INWARDS. HENCE THE SOOTHSAYERS ENQUIRING AFTER FUTURE THINGS IN THE INWARDS, DID FIRST LOOK INTO THE LIVER, IN WHICH WERE TWO HEADS, WHEREOF THE ONE WAS CALLED THE HEAD FOR THE CITY, THE OTHER FOR THE ENEMY; AND THE HEADS OF THIS, OR ANOTHER PART, BEING COMPARED TOGETHER, THEY THEN GAVE JUDGMENT AND PRONOUNCED FOR VICTORY; AS WE READ, IN LUCAN, THAT THE INWARDS DID SIGNIFY THE SLAUGHTER OF POMPEY'S MEN AND THE VICTORY OF CAESAR'S, ACCORDING TO THESE VERSES: IN THE INWARDS ALL DEFECTS ARE OMINOUS ONE PART AND BRANCH OF THE ENTRAILS DOTH INCREASE, ANOTHER PART IS WEAK, AND FLAGGING LIES, BEATS, AND MOVES WITH QUICK PULSE THE ARTERIES. THEN, THE BOWELS BEING FINISHED, THEY SEARCH THE HEART. NOW, IF THERE WERE A SACRIFICE FOUND WITHOUT A HEART, OR A HEAD WAS WANTING IN THE LIVER, THESE WERE DEADLY PRESAGES, AND WERE CALLED PIACULARIA. ALSO, IF A SACRIFICE FLED FROM THE ALTAR, OR, BEING SMITTEN, MADE A LOWING, OR FELL UPON ANY PART OF HIS BODY THAN HE OUGHT TO DO, IT WAS THE LIKE OMINOUS. WE READ THAT WHEN JULIUS CAESAR ON A DAY WENT FORTH TO PROCESSION WITH HIS PURPLE ROBE, AND SITTING IN A GOLDEN CHAIR AND SACRIFICING, THERE WAS TWICE A HEART WANTING. WHEN C. MARIUS UTICA WAS SACRIFICING, THERE WAS WANTING A LIVER. ALSO WHEN CAIUS, THE PRINCE, AND M. MARCELLUS, C. CLAUDIUS AND L. PETELLIUS COSS, WERE OFFERING SACRIFICES, THAT THE LIVER WAS CONSUMED SUDDENLY AWAY AND, NOT LONG AFTER, ONE OF THEM DIED OF A DISEASE, ANOTHER WAS SLAIN BY MEN OF LYGURIA, THE ENTRAILS FORETELLING SO MUCH; WHICH WAS THOUGHT TO BE DONE BY THE POWER OF THE GODS, OR HELP OF THE DEVIL. HENCE IT WAS ACCOUNTED A THING OF GREAT CONCERNMENT AMONGST THE ANCIENTS AS OFT AS ANY THING UNUSUAL WAS FOUND IN THE INWARDS, AS WHEN SYLLA WAS SACRIFICING AT LAURENTUM, THE FIGURE OF A CROWN APPEARED IN THE HEAD OF THE LIVER, WHICH POSTHUMIUS, THE SOOTHSAYER, INTERPRETED TO PORTEND A VICTORY WITH A KINGDOM, AND THEREFORE ADVISED THAT SYLLA SHOULD EAT THOSE ENTRAILS HIMSELF. THE COLOR, ALSO, OF THE INWARDS IS TO BE CONSIDERED. OF THESE LUCAN MADE MENTION: STRUCK AT THE COLOR PROPHETS WERE WITH FEAR, FOR WITH FOUL SPOTS PALE ENTRAILS TINGED WERE. BOTH BLACK AND BLUE, WITH SPECKS OF SPRINKLED BLOOD THEY WERE—THERE WAS IN TIMES PAST SUCH A VENERABLE ESTEEM OF THESE ARTS THAT THE MOST POTENT AND WISE MEN SOUGHT AFTER THEM; YEA, THE SENATE AND KINGS DID NOTHING WITHOUT THE COUNSEL OF THE AUGURES. BUT ALL THESE IN THESE DAYS ARE ABOLISHED, PARTLY BY THE NEGLIGENCE OF MEN AND PARTLY BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE FATHERS.
CHAPTER LVI.
OF THE SOOTHSAYING’S OF FLASHES AND LIGHTNINGS, AND HOW MONSTROUS AND PRODIGIOUS THINGS ARE TO BE INTERPRETED.
NOW, THE SOOTHSAYING’S OF FLASHES AND LIGHTNINGS, AND OF WONDERS, AND HOW MONSTROUS AND PRODIGIOUS THINGS ARE TO BE INTERPRETED, THE PROPHETS AND PRIESTS OF HETRUSCUS HAVE TAUGHT THE ART. FOR THEY HAVE ORDAINED SIXTEEN REGIONS OF THE HEAVENS AND HAVE ASCRIBED GODS TO EVERY ONE OF THEM, BESIDES ELEVEN KINDS OF LIGHTNING, AND NINE GODS WHICH SHOULD DART THEM FORTH, BY SHOWING RULES FOR UNDERSTANDING THE SIGNIFICATION OF THEM. BUT AS OFTEN AS MONSTROUS, PRODIGIOUS AND WONDROUS THINGS HAPPEN, THEY DO PRESAGE, AS IS MOST CERTAIN, SOME GREAT MATTER. NOW, THEIR INTERPRETER MUST BE SOME EXCELLENT CONJECTOR OF SIMILITUDES, AS ALSO SOME CURIOUS SEARCHER, AND OF THEM WHO AT THAT TIME ARE EMPLOYED ABOUT THE AFFAIRS OF PRINCES AND PROVINCES. FOR THE CELESTIALS TAKE SUCH CARE ONLY FOR PRINCES, PEOPLES AND PROVINCES THAT BEFORE THE REST THEY MIGHT BE PREFIGURED AND ADMONISHED BY STARS, BY CONSTELLATIONS AND BY PRODIGIES. NOW, IF THE SAME THING, OR THE LIKE, HATH BEEN SEEN IN FORMER AGES, WE MUST CONSIDER THAT VERY THING AND WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THAT, AND ACCORDING TO THESE, TO FORETELL THE SAME, OR THE LIKE, BECAUSE THE SAME SIGNS ARE FOR THE SAME THINGS, AND THE LIKE FOR LIKE. SO, PRODIGIES HAVE COME BEFORE THE BIRTH AND DEATH OF MANY EMINENT MEN AND KINGS, AS CICERO MAKES MENTION OF MIDAS, A BOY, INTO WHOSE MOUTH WHILST HE WAS SLEEPING, THE ANT PUT CORNS OF WHEAT, WHICH WAS AN OMEN OF GREAT RICHES. SO, BEES SAT UPON THE MOUTH OF PLATO WHEN HE WAS SLEEPING IN THE CRADLE, BY WHICH WAS FORETOLD THE SWEETNESS OF HIS SPEECH. HECUBA, WHEN SHE WAS BRINGING FORTH PARIS, SAW A BURNING TORCH, WHICH SHOULD SET ON FIRE TROY AND ALL ASIA. THERE APPEARED UNTO THE MOTHER OF PHALARIS THE IMAGE OF MERCURY POURING FORTH BLOOD UPON THE EARTH, WITH WHICH THE WHOLE HOUSE WAS OVERFLOWED. THE MOTHER OF DIONYSIUS DREAMED SHE BROUGHT FORTH A SATYR, WHICH PRODIGIOUS DREAM THE EVENT THAT FOLLOWED MADE GOOD. THE WIFE OF TARQUINIUS PRISCUS, SEEING A FLAME LICK THE HEAD OF SERVIUS TULLIUS, FORETOLD THAT HE SHOULD HAVE THE KINGDOM. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] IN LIKE MANNER, AFTER TROY WAS TAKEN, ÆNEAS DISPUTING WITH ANCHISES, HIS FATHER, CONCERNING A FIGHT, THERE APPEARED A FLAME LICKING THE HEAD OF THE CROWN OF ASCANIUS AND DOING HIM NO HURT. WHICH THING, SEEING IT DID PORTEND THE KINGDOM TO ASCANIUS, PERSUADED HIM TO DEPART, FOR MONSTROUS PRODIGIES DID FORERUN GREAT AND EMINENT DESTRUCTION. SO, WE READ IN PLINY THAT M. ATTILIUS AND C. PORTIUS, BEING CONSULS, IT RAINED MILK AND BLOOD, WHICH DID PRESAGE THAT A VERY GREAT PESTILENCE SHOULD THE NEXT YEAR OVERSPREAD ROME. IN LUCANIA IT RAINED SPONGEOUS IRON, AND IN THE YEAR BEFORE MARCUS CRASSUS WAS SLAIN IN PARTHIA, WITH WHICH, ALSO, ALL THE SOLDIERS OF LUCANIA, BEING A VERY NUMEROUS ARMY, WERE SLAIN. L. PAULUS AND C. MARCELLUS, BEING CONSULS, IT RAINED WOOL ABOUT THE CASTLE OF CORISANUM, NEAR WHICH PLACE, A YEAR AFTER, T. ANNIUS WAS SLAIN BY MILUS. AND IN THE WARS OF DENMARK, THE NOISE OF ARMS AND THE SOUND OF A TRUMPET WAS HEARD IN THE AIR. AND LIVY, CONCERNING THE MACEDONIAN WARS, SAITH, IN THE YEAR WHEN ANNIBAL DIED IT RAINED BLOOD FOR TWO DAYS. CONCERNING THE SECOND PUNIC WAR, HE SAITH THAT WATER MIXED WITH BLOOD CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN LIKE RAIN AT THE TIME WHEN ANNIBAL DID SPOIL ITALY. A LITTLE BEFORE THE DESTRUCTION OF LEUCTRA, THE LACEDEMONIANS HEARD A NOISE OF ARMS IN THE TEMPLE OF HERCULES, AND AT THE SAME TIME IN THE TEMPLE OF HERCULES THE DOORS THAT WERE SHUT WITH BARS OPENED THEMSELVES, AND THE ARMS THAT WERE HANGED ON THE WALL WERE FOUND ON THE GROUND. THE LIKE EVENTS MAY BE PROGNOSTICATED OF OTHER LIKE THINGS, AS OFTENTIMES IN TIMES PAST SOMETHING HATH BEEN FORETOLD OF THEM. BUT CONCERNING THESE, ALSO, THE JUDGMENTS OF THE CELESTIAL INFLUENCES MUST NOT BE NEGLECTED, CONCERNING WHICH WE SHALL MORE LARGELY TREAT IN THE FOLLOWING CHAPTERS.
CHAPTER LVII.
OF GEOMANCY, HYDROMANCY, AEROMANCY, AND PYROMANCY, FOUR DIVINATIONS OF ELEMENTS.
MOREOVER, THE ELEMENTS THEMSELVES TEACH US FATAL EVENTS; WHENCE THOSE FOUR FAMOUS KINDS OF DIVINATIONS, GEOMANCY, HYDROMANCY, AEROMANCY, AND PYROMANCY, HAVE GOT THEIR NAMES, OF WHICH THE SORCERESS IN LUCAN SEEMS TO BOAST HERSELF WHEN SHE SAITH: THE EARTH, THE AIR, THE CHAOS, AND THE SKY, THE SEAS, THE FIELDS, THE ROCKS, AND MOUNTAINS HIGH FORETELL THE TRUTH——THE FIRST, THEREFORE, IS GEOMANCY, WHICH FORESHOWS FUTURE THINGS BY THE MOTIONS OF THE EARTH, AS ALSO THE NOISE, THE SWELLING, THE TREMBLING, THE CHOPS, THE PITS, AND EXHALATION, AND OTHER IMPRESSIONS THEREOF, THE ART OF WHICH ALMADEL, THE ARABIAN, SETS FORTH. BUT THERE IS ANOTHER KIND OF GEOMANCY WHICH DIVINES BY POINTS WRITTEN UPON THE EARTH BY A CERTAIN POWER IN THE FALL OF IT, WHICH IS NOT OF PRESENT SPECULATION, BUT OF THAT WE SHALL SPEAK HEREAFTER. NOW HYDROMANCY DOTH PERFORM ITS PRESAGES BY THE IMPRESSIONS OF WATERS, THEIR EBBING AND FLOWING, THEIR INCREASES, AND DEPRESSIONS, THEIR TEMPESTS, COLORS AND THE LIKE; TO WHICH, ALSO, ARE ADDED VISIONS WHICH ARE MADE IN THE WATERS. A KIND OF DIVINATION FOUND BY THE PERSIANS, AS VARRO REPORTS, WAS THAT OF A BOY WHO SAW IN THE WATER THE EFFIGIES OF MERCURY, WHICH FORETOLD, IN A HUNDRED AND FIFTY VERSES, ALL THE EVENTS OF THE WAR OF MITHRIDATES. WE READ, ALSO, THAT NUMA POMPILIUS PRACTICED HYDROMANCY, FOR IN THE WATER HE CALLED UP THE GODS AND LEARNED OF THEM THINGS TO COME. WHICH ART ALSO PYTHAGORAS, A LONG TIME AFTER NUMA, PRACTICED. THERE WAS OF OLD A KIND OF HYDROMANCY HAD IN GREAT ESTEEM AMONGST THE ASSYRIANS, AND IT WAS CALLED LECANOMANCY, FROM A SKIN FULL OF WATER, UPON WHICH THEY PUT PLATES OF GOLD AND SILVER AND PRECIOUS STONES WRITTEN UPON WITH CERTAIN IMAGES, NAMES AND CHARACTERS. TO THIS MAY BE REFERRED THAT ART BY WHICH LEAD AND WAX, BEING MELTED AND CAST INTO THE WATER, DO EXPRESS MANIFEST MARKS OF IMAGES OF THOSE THINGS WE DESIRE TO KNOW. THERE WERE ALSO IN FORMER YEARS FOUNTAINS THAT DID FORETELL THINGS TO COME, AS THE FATHERS' FOUNTAIN AT ACHAIA, AND THAT WHICH WAS CALLED THE WATER OF JUNO, IN EPIDAURUS; BUT OF THESE MORE IN THE FOLLOWING CHAPTER, WHERE WE SHALL SPEAK OF ORACLES. HITHER ALSO MAY BE REFERRED THE DIVINATION OF FISHES, OF WHICH KIND THERE WAS USE MADE BY THE LYCIANS IN A CERTAIN PLACE WHICH WAS CALLED DINA, NEAR THE SEA; IN A WOOD DEDICATED TO APOLLO, WAS A HOLLOW IN THE DRY SAND, INTO WHICH HE THAT WENT TO CONSULT OF FUTURE THINGS LET DOWN ROASTED MEAT, AND PRESENTLY THAT PLACE WAS FILLED WITH WATER AND A GREAT MULTITUDE OF FISH AND STRANGE SHAPES, UNKNOWN TO MEN, DID APPEAR; BY THE FORMS OF WHICH THE PROPHET FORETOLD WHAT SHOULD COME TO PASS. THESE THINGS DOTH ATHENEUS MORE AT LARGE RELATE IN THE HISTORY OF THE LYCIANS. AFTER THE SAME MANNER, ALSO, DOTH AEROMANCY DIVINE BY AIRY IMPRESSIONS, BY THE BLOWING OF THE WINDS, BY RAINBOWS, BY CIRCLES ROUND ABOUT THE MOON AND STARS, BY MISTS AND CLOUDS, AND BY IMAGINATION IN CLOUDS AND VISIONS IN THE AIR. SO ALSO, PYROMANCY DIVINES BY FIERY IMPRESSIONS, AND BY STARS WITH LONG TAILS, BY FIERY COLORS, BY VISIONS AND IMAGINATIONS IN THE FIRE. SO, THE WIFE OF CICERO FORETOLD THAT HE WOULD BE CONSUL THE NEXT YEAR BECAUSE, WHEN A CERTAIN MAN, AFTER THE SACRIFICE WAS ENDED, WOULD LOOK IN THE ASHES, THERE SUDDENLY BROKE FORTH A FLAME. OF THIS KIND ARE THOSE THAT PLINY SPEAKS OF—THAT TERRENE, PALE AND BUZZING FIRES PRESAGE TEMPESTS, CIRCLES ABOUT THE SNUFFS OF CANDLES BETOKEN RAIN, AND IF THE FLAME FLY, TURNING AND WINDING, IT PORTENDS WIND. ALSO TORCHES, WHEN THEY STRIKE THE FIRE BEFORE THEM AND ARE NOT KINDLED. ALSO, WHEN A COAL STICKS TO A POT TAKEN OFF FROM THE FIRE, AND WHEN THE FIRE CASTS OFF THE ASHES AND SPARKLES; OR WHEN ASHES ARE HARD GROWN TOGETHER ON THE HEARTH, AND WHEN A COAL IS VERY BRIGHT. TO THESE IS ALSO ADDED CAPNOMANCY, SO CALLED FROM SMOKE, BECAUSE IT SEARCHES INTO THE FLAME AND SMOKE; AND THIN COLORS, SOUNDS AND MOTIONS WHEN THEY ARE CARRIED UPRIGHT, OR ON ONE SIDE, OR ROUND, WHICH WE READ OF IN THESE VERSES IN STATIUS. LET PIETY BE BOUND, AND ON THE ALTAR LAID, LET US IMPLORE THE GODS FOR DIVINE AID. SHE MAKES ACUTE, RED, TOWERING FLAMES, AND BRIGHT, INCREASED BY THE AIR, THE MIDDLE BEING WHITE; AND THEN SHE MAKES THE FLAMES WITHOUT ALL BOUND FOR TO WIND IN AND OUT, AND TO RUN [A] ROUND LIKE A SERPENT——ALSO, IN THE ÆTHNEAN CAVES AND FIELDS OF THE NYMPHS IN APOLLONIA, AUGURIES WERE TAKEN FROM FIRES AND FLAMES—JOYFUL, IF THEY DID RECEIVE WHAT WAS CAST INTO THEM, AND SAD, IF THEY DID REJECT THEM. BUT OF THESE THINGS WE SHALL SPEAK OF IN THE FOLLOWING CHAPTERS, AMONGST THE ANSWERS OF THE ORACLES.
CHAPTER LVIII.
OF THE REVIVING OF THE DEAD, AND OF SLEEPING OR HIBERNATING (WANTING VICTUALS) MANY YEARS TOGETHER.
THE ARABIAN PHILOSOPHERS AGREE THAT SOME MEN MAY ELEVATE THEMSELVES ABOVE THE POWERS OF THEIR BODY AND ABOVE THEIR SENSITIVE POWERS; AND, THOSE BEING SURMOUNTED, THEY RECEIVE INTO THEMSELVES—BY THE PERFECTION OF THE HEAVENS AND THE CELESTIAL INTELLIGENCES—A DIVINE VIGOR. SEEING, THEREFORE, THAT ALL THE SOULS OF MEN ARE PERPETUAL, AND, ALSO, THAT ALL THE SPIRITS OBEY THE PERFECT SOULS, MAGICIANS THINK THAT PERFECT MEN MAY, BY THE POWERS OF THEIR SOUL, REPAIR THEIR DYING BODIES (WITH OTHER INFERIOR SOULS, NEWLY SEPARATED) AND INSPIRE THEM AGAIN: AS A WEASEL, THAT IS KILLED, IS MADE ALIVE AGAIN BY THE BREATH AND CRY OF HIS DAM; AND AS LIONS MAKE ALIVE THEIR DEAD WHELPS BY BREATHING UPON THEM. AND BECAUSE, AS THEY SAY, ALL LIKE THINGS, BEING APPLIED TO THEIR LIKE, ARE MADE OF THE SAME NATURES; AND, ALSO, EVERY PATIENT, SUBJECT, AND THING THAT RECEIVES INTO ITSELF THE ACT OF ANY AGENT IS ENDOWED WITH THE NATURE OF THAT AGENT AND MADE CONATURAL WITH IT. HENCE THEY THINK THAT TO THIS VIVIFICATION, OR MAKING ALIVE, CERTAIN HERBS, AND MAGICAL CONFECTIONS (SUCH AS, THEY SAY, ARE MADE OF THE ASHES OF THE PHOENIX AND THE CAST SKIN OF A SNAKE) DO MUCH CONDUCE; WHICH, INDEED, TO MANY MAY SEEM FABULOUS, AND TO SOME IMPOSSIBLE, UNLESS IT COULD BE ACCOUNTED APPROVED BY AN HISTORICAL FAITH. FOR WE READ OF SOME THAT HAVE BEEN DROWNED IN WATER, OTHERS CAST INTO THE FIRE OR PUT UPON THE FIRE, OTHERS SLAIN IN WAR, AND OTHERS OTHERWISE TRIED, AND ALL THESE, AFTER A FEW DAYS WERE ALIVE AGAIN, AS PLINY TESTIFIES OF AVIOLA, A MAN PERTAINING TO THE CONSUL, OF L. LAMIA, CAELINUS, TUBERO, CORFIDIUS, GABIENUS, AND MANY OTHERS. WE READ THAT ÆSOP, THE TALE-MAKER, TINDOREUS, HERCULES AND PALICY, THE SONS OF JUPITER, AND THALIA, BEING DEAD, WERE RAISED TO LIFE AGAIN; ALSO THAT MANY WERE, BY PHYSICIANS AND MAGICIANS, RAISED FROM DEATH AGAIN, AS THE HISTORIANS RELATE OF ÆSCULAPIUS; AND WE HAVE ABOVE MENTIONED, OUT OF JUBA, AND XANTHUS AND PHILOSTRATUS, CONCERNING TILLO, AND A CERTAIN ARABIAN, AND APOLLONIUS THE TYANEAN. ALSO, WE READ THAT GLAUCUS, A CERTAIN MAN THAT WAS DEAD, THE HERB DRAGON-WORT RESTORED TO LIFE. SOME SAY THAT HE REVIVED BY THE PUTTING INTO HIS BODY A MEDICINE MADE OF HONEY, WHENCE THE PROVERB, GLAUCUS WAS RAISED FROM DEATH BY TAKING HONEY INTO HIS BODY. APULEIUS, ALSO, RELATING THE MANNER OF THESE KINDS OF RESTORING TO LIFE, SAITH OF ZACHLA, THE EGYPTIAN PROPHET, THAT THE PROPHET, BEING FAVORABLE, LAID A CERTAIN HERB UPON THE MOUTH OF THE BODY OF A YOUNG MAN, BEING DEAD, AND ANOTHER UPON HIS BREAST; THEN, TURNING TOWARD THE EAST, OR RISING OF THE PROPITIOUS SUN, HE PRAYED SILENTLY (A GREAT ASSEMBLY OF PEOPLE STRIVING TO SEE IT), WHEN, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THE BREAST OF THE DEAD MAN DID HEAVE, THEN A BEATING IN HIS VEINS, THEN HIS BODY FILLED WITH BREATH, AFTER WHICH THE BODY ROSE AND THE YOUNG MAN SPOKE. IF THESE ACCOUNTS ARE TRUE, THE DYING SOULS MUST, SOMETIMES LYING HID IN THEIR BODIES, BE OPPRESSED WITH VEHEMENT EXTASIES AND BE FREED FROM ALL BODILY ACTION; SO THAT THE LIFE, SENSE, AND MOTION FORSAKE THE BODY, AND ALSO THAT THE MAN IS NOT YET TRULY DEAD, BUT LIES ASTONIED, AND DEAD, AS IT WERE, FOR A CERTAIN TIME. AND THIS IS OFTEN FOUND, THAT IN TIMES OF PESTILENCE MANY THAT ARE CARRIED FOR DEAD TO THE GRAVES TO BE BURIED, REVIVE AGAIN. THE SAME ALSO HATH OFTEN BEFELL WOMEN BY REASON OF FITS OF THE MOTHER. AND RABBIT MOISES, OUT OF THE BOOK OF GALEN, WHICH PATRIARCH TRANSLATED, MAKES MENTION OF A MAN WHO WAS SUFFOCATED FOR SIX DAYS, AND DID NEITHER EAT NOR DRINK, AND HIS ARTERIES BECAME HARD. AND IT IS SAID, IN THE SAME BOOK, THAT A CERTAIN MAN, BEING FILLED WITH WATER, LOST THE PULSE OF HIS WHOLE BODY, SO THAT THE HEART WAS NOT PERCEIVED TO MOVE, AND HE LAY LIKE A DEAD MAN. IT IS ALSO SAID THAT A MAN, BY REASON OF A FALL FROM A HIGH PLACE, OR GREAT NOISE, OR LONG STAYING UNDER THE WATER, MAY FALL INTO A SWOON, WHICH MAY CONTINUE FORTY-EIGHT HOURS, AND SO MAY LAY AS IF HE WERE DEAD, HIS FACE BEING VERY GREEN. AND IN THE SAME PLACE THERE IS MENTION MADE OF A MAN THAT BURIED A MAN, WHO SEEMED TO BE DEAD, SEVENTY-TWO HOURS AFTER HIS SEEMING DECEASE, AND SO KILLED HIM BECAUSE HE BURIED HIM ALIVE; AND THERE ARE GIVEN SIGNS WHEREBY IT MAY BE KNOWN WHO ARE ALIVE, ALTHOUGH THEY SEEM TO BE DEAD, AND, INDEED, WILL DIE, UNLESS THERE BE SOME MEANS TO RECOVER THEM, AS PHLEBOTOMY, OR SOME OTHER CURE. AND THESE ARE SUCH AS VERY SELDOM HAPPEN. THIS IS THE MANNER BY WHICH WE UNDERSTAND MAGICIANS AND PHYSICIANS DO RAISE DEAD MEN TO LIFE, AS THEY THAT WERE TRIED BY THE STINGING OF SERPENTS, WERE, BY THE NATION OF THE MARSI AND THE PSILLI, RESTORED TO LIFE. WE MAY CONCEIVE THAT SUCH KIND OF EXTASIES MAY CONTINUE A LONG TIME, ALTHOUGH A MAN BE NOT TRULY DEAD, AS IT IS IN DORMICE AND CROCODILES AND MANY OTHER SERPENTS, WHICH SLEEP ALL WINTER, AND ARE IN SUCH A DEAD SLEEP THAT THEY CAN SCARCE BE AWAKENED WITH FIRE. AND I HAVE OFTEN SEEN A DORMOUSE DISSECTED AND CONTINUE IMMOVABLE, AS IF SHE WERE DEAD, UNTIL SHE WAS BOILED, AND WHEN PUT INTO BOILING WATER THE DISSECTED MEMBERS DID SHOW LIFE. AND, ALTHOUGH IT BE HARD TO BE BELIEVED, WE READ IN SOME APPROVED HISTORIANS, THAT SOME MEN HAVE SLEPT FOR MANY YEARS TOGETHER; AND, IN THE TIME OF SLEEP UNTIL THEY AWAKED, THERE WAS NO ALTERATION IN THEM SO AS TO MAKE THEM SEEM OLDER. THE SAME DOTH PLINY TESTIFY OF A CERTAIN BOY, WHOM, HE SAITH, BEING WEARIED WITH HEAT AND HIS JOURNEY, SLEPT FIFTY-SEVEN YEARS IN A CAVE. WE READ, ALSO, THAT EPIMENIDES GNOSIUS SLEPT FIFTY-SEVEN YEARS IN A CAVE. HENCE THE PROVERB AROSE—TO OUTSLEEP EPIMENIDES. M. DAMASCENUS TELLS THAT IN HIS TIME A CERTAIN COUNTRYMAN IN GERMANY, BEING WEARIED, SLEPT FOR THE SPACE OF A WHOLE AUTUMN AND THE WINTER FOLLOWING, UNDER A HEAP OF HAY, UNTIL THE SUMMER, WHEN THE HAY BEGAN TO BE EATEN UP; THEN HE WAS FOUND AWAKENED AS A MAN HALF DEAD AND OUT OF HIS WITS. ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORIES CONFIRM THIS OPINION CONCERNING THE SEVEN SLEEPERS, WHOM THEY SAY SLEPT 196 YEARS. THERE WAS IN NORVEGIA A CAVE IN A HIGH SEA SHORE, WHERE, AS PAULUS DIACONUS AND METHODIUS, THE MARTYR, WRITE, SEVEN MEN LAY SLEEPING A LONG TIME WITHOUT CORRUPTION, AND THE PEOPLE THAT WENT IN TO DISTURB THEM WERE CONTRACTED OR DRAWN TOGETHER, SO THAT AFTER A WHILE, BEING FOREWARNED BY THAT PUNISHMENT, THEY DARED NOT DISTURB THEM. XENOCRATES, A MAN OF NO MEAN REPUTE AMONGST PHILOSOPHERS, WAS OF THE OPINION THAT THIS LONG SLEEPING WAS APPOINTED BY GOD AS A PUNISHMENT FOR SOME CERTAIN SINS. BUT MARCUS DAMASCENUS PROVES IT, BY MANY REASONS, TO BE POSSIBLE AND NATURAL, NEITHER DOTH HE, THINK IT IRRATIONAL THAT SOME SHOULD, WITHOUT MEAT AND DRINK, AVOIDING EXCITEMENTS, AND WITHOUT CONSUMING OR CORRUPTION, SLEEP MANY MONTHS. AND THIS MAY BEFALL A MAN BY REASON OF SOME POISONOUS POTION, OR SLEEPY DISEASE, OR SUCH LIKE CAUSES, FOR CERTAIN DAYS, MONTHS OR YEARS, ACCORDING TO THE INTENTION OR REMISSION OF THE POWER OF THE MEDICINE, OR OF THE PASSIONS OF THEIR MIND. PHYSICIANS SAY THAT THERE ARE SOME ANTIDOTES, OF WHICH THEY THAT TAKE TOO GREAT A POTION SHALL BE ABLE TO ENDURE HUNGER A LONG TIME; AS ELIAS, IN FORMER TIME, BEING FED WITH A CERTAIN FOOD BY AN ANGEL, WALKED AND FASTED IN THE STRENGTH OF THAT MEAT FORTY DAYS. AND JOHN BOCATIUS MAKES MENTION OF A MAN IN HIS TIME, IN VENICE, WHO WOULD EVERY YEAR FAST FOUR DAYS WITHOUT ANY MEAT; ALSO, A GREATER WONDER, THAT THERE WAS A WOMAN IN LOWER GERMANY, AT THE SAME TIME, WHO TOOK NO FOOD TILL THE THIRTEENTH YEAR OF HER AGE, WHICH, TO US, MAY SEEM INCREDIBLE, BUT THAT HE CONFIRMED IT. HE ALSO TELLS OF A MIRACLE OF OUR AGE, THAT HIS BROTHER, NICOLAUS STONE, A HELVETIAN BY NATION, WHO LIVED OVER TWENTY YEARS IN THE WILDERNESS WITHOUT MEAT TILL HE DIED. THAT ALSO IS WONDERFUL WHICH THEOPRASTUS MENTIONS CONCERNING A CERTAIN MAN, CALLED PHILINUS, WHO USED NO MEAT OR DRINK BESIDES MILK. AND THERE ARE ALSO GRAVE AUTHORS WHO DESCRIBE A CERTAIN HERB OF SPARTA, WITH WHICH, THEY SAY, THE SCYTHIANS CAN ENDURE TWELVE DAYS’ HUNGER, WITHOUT MEAT OR DRINK, IF THEY DO BUT TASTE IT, OR HOLD IT IN THEIR MOUTH. 
CHAPTER LIX.
OF DIVINATION BY DREAMS.
THERE IS ALSO A CERTAIN KIND OF DIVINATION BY DREAMS WHICH IS CONFIRMED BY THE TRADITIONS OF PHILOSOPHERS, THE AUTHORITIES OF DIVINES, THE EXAMPLES OF HISTORIES AND BY DAILY EXPERIENCE. BY DREAMS I DO NOT MEAN VAIN AND IDLE IMAGINATIONS, FOR THEY ARE USELESS AND HAVE NO DIVINATION IN THEM, BUT ARISE FROM THE REMAINS OF WATCHING’S, AND DISTURBANCE OF THE BODY. FOR, AS THE MIND IS TAKEN UP ABOUT AND WEARIED WITH CARES, IT SUGGESTS ITSELF TO HIM THAT IS ASLEEP. I CALL THAT A TRUE DREAM WHICH IS CAUSED BY THE CELESTIAL INFLUENCES IN THE PHANTASTIC SPIRIT, MIND OR BODY, BEING ALL WELL DISPOSED. THE RULE OF INTERPRETING THESE IS FOUND AMONGST ASTROLOGERS, IN THAT PART WHICH IS WROTE CONCERNING QUESTIONS: BUT YET THAT IS NOT SUFFICIENT, BECAUSE THESE KINDS OF DREAMS COME BY USE TO DIVER’S MEN AFTER DIVER’S MANNERS, AND ACCORDING TO THE DIVER’S QUALITIES AND DISPOSITIONS OF THE PHANTASTIC SPIRIT. WHEREFORE, THERE CANNOT BE GIVEN ONE COMMON RULE TO ALL FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF DREAMS. BUT, ACCORDING TO THE DOCTRINE OF SYNESIUS, SEEING THERE ARE THE SAME ACCIDENTS TO THINGS, AND LIKE BEFALLS LIKE, SO HE WHICH HATH OFTEN FALLEN UPON THE SAME VISIBLE THING, HATH ASSIGNED TO HIMSELF THE SAME OPINION, PASSION, FORTUNE, ACTION, AND EVENT. AS ARISTOTLE SAITH, THE MEMORY IS CONFIRMED BY SENSE, AND BY KEEPING IN MEMORY THE SAME THING, KNOWLEDGE IS OBTAINED; AS ALSO, BY THE KNOWLEDGE OF MANY EXPERIENCES, BY LITTLE AND LITTLE, ARTS AND SCIENCES ARE THUS OBTAINED. AFTER THE SAME ACCOUNT YOU MUST CONCEIVE OF DREAMS. WHENCE SYNESIUS COMMANDS THAT EVERY ONE SHOULD OBSERVE HIS DREAMS AND THEIR EVENTS, AND SUCH LIKE RULES, VIZ., TO COMMIT TO MEMORY ALL THINGS THAT ARE SEEN, AND ACCIDENTS THAT BEFALL, AS WELL IN SLEEP AS IN WATCHING, AND WITH A DILIGENT OBSERVATION CONSIDER WITH HIMSELF THE RULES BY WHICH THESE ARE TO BE EXAMINED; FOR BY THIS MEANS SHALL A DIVINER BE ABLE, BY LITTLE AND LITTLE, TO INTERPRET HIS DREAMS, IF SO BE NOTHING SLIP OUT OF HIS MEMORY. NOW, DREAMS ARE MORE EFFICACIOUS WHEN THE MOON OVERRUNS THAT SIGN WHICH WAS IN THE NINTH NUMBER OF THE NATIVITY, OR REVOLUTION OF THAT YEAR, OR IN THE NINTH SIGN FROM THE SIGN OF PERFECTION. FOR IT IS A MOST TRUE AND CERTAIN DIVINATION, NEITHER DOTH IT, PROCEED FROM NATURE OR HUMAN ARTS, BUT FROM PURIFIED MINDS, BY DIVINE INSPIRATION. WE SHALL NOW DISCUSS AND EXAMINE PROPHESYING AND ORACLES. 
CHAPTER LX.
OF MADNESS, AND DIVINATIONS WHICH ARE MADE WHEN MEN ARE AWAKE, AND OF THE POWER OF A MELANCHOLY HUMOR, BY WHICH SPIRITS ARE SOMETIMES INDUCED INTO MEN'S BODIES.
IT HAPPENS ALSO, SOMETIMES, THAT NOT ONLY THEY THAT ARE ASLEEP, BUT ALSO THEY THAT ARE WATCHFUL, DO, WITH A KIND OF INSTIGATION OF MIND, DIVINE; WHICH DIVINATION ARISTOTLE CALLS RAVISHMENT, OR A KIND OF MADNESS, AND TEACHES THAT IT PROCEEDS FROM A MELANCHOLY HUMOR, SAYING IN HIS TREATIES OF DIVINATION: MELANCHOLY MEN, BY REASON OF THEIR EARNESTNESS, DO FAR BETTER CONJECTURE, AND QUICKLY CONCEIVE A HABIT, AND MOST EASILY RECEIVE AN IMPRESSION OF THE CELESTIALS. AND HE, IN HIS PROBLEMS, SAITH THAT THE SIBYLS, AND THE BACCHIDES, AND NICERATUS THE SYRACUSAN, AND AMMON, WERE, BY THEIR NATURAL MELANCHOLY COMPLEXION, PROPHETS AND POETS. THE CAUSE, THEREFORE, OF THIS MADNESS, IF IT BE ANYTHING WITHIN THE BODY, IS A MELANCHOLY HUMOR; NOT THAT WHICH THEY CALL BLACK CHOLER, WHICH IS SO OBSTINATE AND TERRIBLE A THING, THAT THE VIOLENCE OF IT IS SAID, BY PHYSICIANS AND NATURAL PHILOSOPHERS (BESIDES MADNESS, WHICH IT DOTH INDUCE), TO DRAW OR ENTICE EVIL SPIRITS TO SEIZE UPON MEN'S BODIES. THEREFORE, WE UNDERSTAND A MELANCHOLY HUMOR HERE, TO BE A NATURAL AND WHITE CHOLER. FOR THIS, WHEN IT IS STIRRED UP, BURNS, AND STIRS UP A MADNESS CONDUCING TO KNOWLEDGE AND DIVINATION, ESPECIALLY IF IT BE HELPED BY ANY CELESTIAL INFLUX, ESPECIALLY OF SATURN, WHO (SEEING HE IS COLD AND DRY, AS IS A MELANCHOLY HUMOR, HATH HIS INFLUENCE UPON IT) INCREASES AND PRESERVES IT. BESIDES, SEEING HE IS THE AUTHOR OF SECRET CONTEMPLATION, AND ESTRANGED FROM ALL PUBLIC AFFAIRS, AND THE HIGHEST OF ALL THE PLANETS, HE DOTH, AS HE WITHCALLS HIS MIND FROM OUTWARD BUSINESS, SO ALSO MAKE IT ASCEND HIGHER, AND BESTOWS UPON MEN THE KNOWLEDGE AND PRESAGES OF FUTURE THINGS. AND THIS IS ARISTOTLE'S MEANING, IN HIS BOOK OF PROBLEMS. BY MELANCHOLY, SAITH HE, SOME MEN ARE MADE, AS IT WERE, DIVINE, FORETELLING THINGS TO COME; AND SOME MEN ARE MADE POETS. HE SAITH, ALSO, THAT ALL MEN THAT WERE EXCELLENT IN ANY SCIENCE, WERE, FOR THE MOST PART, MELANCHOLY. DEMOCRITUS AND PLATO ATTEST THE SAME, SAYING THAT THERE WERE SOME MELANCHOLY MEN THAT HAD SUCH EXCELLENT WITS THAT THEY WERE THOUGHT AND SEEMED TO BE MORE DIVINE THAN HUMAN. SO ALSO, THERE HAVE BEEN MANY MELANCHOLY MEN AT FIRST RUDE, IGNORANT AND UNTRACTABLE, AS THEY SAY TYNNICHUS, HESIOD, ION, CALCINENSES, HOMER, AND LUCRETIUS WERE, WHO ON A SUDDEN WERE TAKEN WITH A MADNESS AND BECAME POETS, AND PROPHESIED WONDERFUL AND DIVINE THINGS, WHICH THEY THEMSELVES SCARCE UNDERSTOOD. WHENCE PLATO, IN ION, SAITH THAT MANY PROPHETS, AFTER THE VIOLENCE OF THEIR MADNESS WAS ABATED, DO NOT WELL UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY WROTE, YET TREATED ACCURATELY OF EACH ART IN THEIR MADNESS; AS ALL ARTISTS, BY READING OF THEM, JUDGE. SO GREAT ALSO, THEY SAY, THE POWER OF MELANCHOLY IS OF, THAT, BY ITS FORCE, CELESTIAL SPIRITS ALSO ARE SOMETIMES DRAWN INTO MEN'S BODIES, BY WHOSE PRESENCE AND INSTINCT, ANTIQUITY TESTIFIES, MEN HAVE BEEN MADE DRUNK AND SPOKE MOST WONDERFUL THINGS. AND THIS THING, THEY THINK, HAPPENS UNDER A THREE-FOLD DIFFERENCE, ACCORDING TO A THREE-FOLD APPREHENSION OF THE SOUL, VIZ., IMAGINATIVE, RATIONAL, AND MENTAL; THEY SAY, THEREFORE, THAT WHEN THE MIND IS FORCED WITH A MELANCHOLY HUMOR, NOTHING MODERATING THE POWER OF THE BODY, AND, PASSING BEYOND THE BOUNDS OF THE MEMBERS, IS WHOLLY CARRIED INTO IMAGINATION, IT DOTH SUDDENLY BECOME A SEAT FOR INFERIOR SPIRITS, BY WHICH THE MIND OFTENTIMES RECEIVES WONDERFUL WAYS AND FORMS OF MANUAL ARTS. SO, WE SEE THAT ANY MOST IGNORANT MAN DOTH PRESENTLY BECOME AN EXCELLENT PAINTER, OR CONTRIVER OF BUILDING, AND TO BECOME A MASTER IN ANY SUCH ART. BUT WHEN THESE KINDS OF SPIRITS PORTEND TO US FUTURE THINGS, THEY SHOW THOSE THINGS WHICH BELONG TO THE DISTURBING OF THE ELEMENTS AND CHANGES OF TIMES, AS RAIN, TEMPESTS, INUNDATIONS, EARTHQUAKES, SLAUGHTER, GREAT MORTALITY, FAMINE, AND THE LIKE. AS WE READ IN AULUS GELIUS THAT HIS PRIEST, CORNELIUS PATRARUS, DID, AT THE TIME WHEN CAESAR AND POMPEY WERE TO FIGHT IN THESSALIA, BEING TAKEN WITH A MADNESS, FORETELL THE TIME, ORDER AND ISSUE OF THE BATTLE. BUT WHEN THE MIND IS TURNED WHOLLY INTO REASON IT BECOMES A RECEPTACLE FOR MIDDLE WORLD SPIRITS. HENCE IT OBTAINS THE KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF NATURAL AND HUMAN THINGS. SO, WE SEE THAT A MAN SOMETIMES DOTH ON A SUDDEN BECOME A PHILOSOPHER, PHYSICIAN, OR AN ORATOR, AND FORETELLS MUTATIONS OF KINGDOMS, AND RESTITUTIONS OF AGES, AND SUCH THINGS AS BELONG TO THEM, AS DID THE SIBYL TO THE ROMANS. BUT WHEN THE MIND IS WHOLLY ELEVATED INTO THE UNDERSTANDING, THEN IT BECOMES A RECEPTACLE OF SUBLIME SPIRITS AND LEARNS OF THEM THE SECRETS OF DIVINE THINGS, SUCH AS THE LAW OF GOD, AND THE ORDERS OF ANGELS, AND SUCH THINGS AS BELONG TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS ETERNAL AND THE ASCENT OF SOULS. IT FORESEES THINGS WHICH ARE APPOINTED BY PREDESTINATION, SUCH AS FUTURE PRODIGIES OR MIRACLES, THE PROPHET TO COME, AND THE CHANGING OF THE LAW. SO, THE SIBYLS PROPHESIED OF CHRIST A LONG TIME BEFORE HIS COMING. SO, VIRGIL, UNDERSTANDING THAT CHRIST WAS AT HAND AND REMEMBERING WHAT THE SIBYL, CUMAEA, HAD SAID, SANG THUS TO POLLIO: LAST TIMES ARE COME, CUMAEA'S PROPHESY—NOW FROM HIGH HEAVEN SPRINGS A NEW PROGENIE, AND TIMES GREAT ORDER NOW AGAIN IS BORN, THE MAID RETURNS, SATURNIAN REALMS RETURN. AND, A LITTLE AFTER, INTIMATING THAT ORIGINAL SIN SHALL BE OF NO EFFECT, HE SAITH: IF ANY PRINTS OF OUR OLD VICE REMAINED BY THEE THEY'RE VOID, AND FEAR SHALL LEAVE THE LAND; HE A GOD'S LIFE SHALL TAKE, WITH GODS SHALL SEE MIXT HEROES, AND HIMSELF THEIR OBJECT BE; RULE WITH PATERNAL POWER THE APPEASED EARTH HE SHALL——THEN HE ADDS, THAT THENCE THE FALL OF THE SERPENT, AND THE POISON OF THE TREE OF DEATH, OR OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, SHALL BE NULLED, SAYING:——THE SERPENT SHALL AND THE DECEITFUL HERB OF VENOM FALL. YET HE INTIMATES THAT SOME SPARKS OF ORIGINAL SIN SHALL REMAIN, WHEN HE SAITH: SOME STEPS OF ANCIENT FRAUD SHALL YET BE FOUND. AND AT LAST WITH A MOST GREAT HYPERBOLE CRIES OUT TO HIS CHILD, AS THE OFFSPRING OF GOD, ADORING HIM IN THESE WORDS: DEAR RACE OF GODS, GREAT STOCK OF JUPITER, BEHOLD! THE WORLD SHAKES ON ITS PONDEROUS AXE, SEE EARTH, AND HEAVENS IMMENSE, AND OCEAN TRACTS, HOW ALL THINGS AT THE APPROACHING AGE REJOICE! O, THAT MY LIFE WOULD LAST SO LONG, AND VOICE, AS WOULD SUFFICE THY ACTIONS TO REHEARSE. THERE ARE ALSO SOME PROGNOSTICS WHICH ARE IN THE MIDDLE, BETWIXT NATURAL AND SUPERNATURAL DIVINATION, AS IN THOSE WHO ARE NEAR TO DEATH, AND, BEING WEAKENED WITH OLD AGE, DO SOMETIMES FORESEE THINGS TO COME, BECAUSE, AS SAITH PLATO, BY HOW MUCH THE MORE MEN ARE LESS HINDERED BY THEIR SENSE, SO MUCH THE MORE ACCURATELY THEY UNDERSTAND, AND BECAUSE THEY ARE NEARER TO THE PLACE WHITHER THEY MUST GO (AND THEIR BONDS BEING, AS IT WERE, A LITTLE LOOSED, SEEING THEY ARE NO MORE SUBJECT TO THE BODY) EASILY PERCEIVE THE LIGHT OF DIVINE REVELATION.
CHAPTER LXI.
OF THE FORMING OF MAN, OF THE EXTERNAL SENSES, ALSO THOSE INWARD, AND THE MIND; AND OF THE THREE-FOLD APPETITE OF THE SOUL, AND PASSIONS OF THE WILL.
IT IS THE OPINION OF SOME DIVINES THAT GOD DID NOT IMMEDIATELY CREATE THE BODY OF MAN, BUT BY THE ASSISTANCE OF THE HEAVENLY SPIRITS COMPOUNDED AND FRAMED HIM; WHICH OPINION ALCINOUS AND PLATO FAVOR, THINKING THAT GOD IS THE CHIEF CREATOR OF THE WHOLE WORLD, AND OF SPIRITS, BOTH GOOD AND BAD, AND THEREFORE, IMMORTALIZED THEM; BUT THAT ALL KINDS OF MORTAL ANIMALS WERE MADE ONLY AT THE COMMAND OF GOD; FOR, IF HE SHOULD HAVE CREATED THEM, THEY MUST HAVE BEEN IMMORTAL. THE SPIRITS, THEREFORE, MIXING EARTH, FIRE, AIR, AND WATER TOGETHER, MADE OF THEM ALL, PUT TOGETHER, ONE BODY, WHICH THEY SUBJECTED TO THE SERVICE OF THE SOUL, ASSIGNING IN IT SEVERAL PROVINCES TO EACH POWER THEREOF; TO THE MEANER OF THEM, MEAN AND LOW PLACES: AS TO ANGER, THE MIDRIFF; TO DESIRE, THE WOMB; BUT TO THE MORE NOBLE SENSES, THE HEAD—AS THE TOWER OF THE WHOLE BODY—AND THEN THE MANIFOLD ORGANS OF SPEECH. THEY DIVIDE THE SENSES INTO THE EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL. THE EXTERNAL ARE DIVIDED INTO FIVE, KNOWN TO EVERY ONE, TO WHICH THERE ARE ALLOTTED FIVE ORGANS, OR SUBJECTS, AS IT WERE FOUNDATIONS; BEING SO ORDERED THAT THEY WHICH ARE PLACED IN THE MORE EMINENT PART OF THE BODY, HAVE A GREATER DEGREE OF PURITY. FOR THE EYES, PLACED IN THE UPPERMOST PLACE, ARE THE MOST-PURE, AND HAVE AN AFFINITY WITH THE NATURE OF FIRE AND LIGHT; THEN THE EARS HAVE THE SECOND ORDER OF PLACE AND PURITY, AND ARE COMPARED TO THE AIR; THE NOSTRILS HAVE THE THIRD ORDER, AND HAVE A MIDDLE NATURE BETWIXT THE AIR AND THE WATER. THEN THE ORGAN OF TASTING, WHICH IS GROSSER, AND MOST LIKE TO THE NATURE OF WATER. LAST OF ALL THE TOUCHING IS DIFFUSED THROUGH THE WHOLE BODY, AND IS COMPARED TO THE GROSSNESS OF EARTH. THE MORE-PURE SENSES ARE THOSE WHICH PERCEIVE THEIR OBJECTS FARTHEST OFF, AS SEEING AND HEARING; THEN THE SMELLING, THEN THE TASTE, WHICH DOTH NOT PERCEIVE BUT THAT WHICH IS NIGH. BUT THE TOUCH PERCEIVES BOTH WAYS, FOR IT PERCEIVES BODIES NIGH; AND AS SIGHT DISCERNS BY THE MEDIUM OF THE AIR, SO THE TOUCH PERCEIVES, BY THE MEDIUM OF A STICK OR POLE, BODIES HARD, SOFT AND MOIST. NOW THE TOUCH ONLY IS COMMON TO ALL ANIMALS. AND IT IS MOST CERTAIN THAT MAN HATH THIS SENSE, AND, IN THIS AND TASTE, HE EXCELS ALL OTHER ANIMALS; BUT IN THE OTHER THREE, HE IS EXCELLED BY SOME ANIMALS, AS BY A DOG, WHO HEARS, SEES AND SMELLS MORE ACUTELY THAN MAN; AND THE LYNX AND EAGLES SEE MORE ACUTELY THAN ALL OTHER ANIMALS AND MAN. NOW THE INTERIOR SENSES ARE, ACCORDING TO AVERROIS, DIVIDED INTO FOUR, WHEREOF THE FIRST IS CALLED COMMON SENSE, BECAUSE IT DOTH FIRST COLLECT AND PERFECT ALL THE REPRESENTATIONS WHICH ARE DRAWN IN BY THE OUTWARD SENSES. THE SECOND IS THE IMAGINATIVE POWER, WHOSE OFFICE IS, SEEING IT REPRESENTS NOTHING, TO RETAIN THOSE REPRESENTATIONS WHICH ARE RECEIVED BY THE FORMER SENSES, AND TO PRESENT THEM TO THE THIRD FACULTY OF INWARD SENSE, WHICH IS THE PHANTASY, OR POWER OF JUDGING, WHOSE WORK IS ALSO TO PERCEIVE AND JUDGE BY THE REPRESENTATIONS RECEIVED, WHAT, OR WHAT KIND OF THING THAT IS OF WHICH THE REPRESENTATIONS ARE; AND TO COMMIT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE THUS DISCERNED AND ADJUDGED, TO THE MEMORY TO BE KEPT. FOR THE VIRTUES THEREOF IN GENERAL, ARE DISCOURSE, DISPOSITIONS, PERSECUTIONS, AND FIGHTS, AND STIRRINGS UP TO ACTION, BUT IN PARTICULAR, THE UNDERSTANDING OF INTELLECTUALS, VIRTUES, THE MANNER OF DISCIPLINE, COUNSEL, AND ELECTION. THIS IS THAT WHICH SHOWS US FUTURE THINGS BY DREAMS, WHENCE THE FANCY IS SOMETIMES NAMED THE PHANTASTICAL INTELLECT. FOR IT IS THE LAST IMPRESSION OF THE UNDERSTANDING, WHICH, AS SAITH IAMBLICUS, IS THAT BELONGING TO ALL THE POWERS OF THE MIND, AND FORMS ALL FIGURES, RESEMBLANCES OF SPECIES, AND OPERATIONS, AND THINGS SEEN, AND SENDS FORTH THE IMPRESSIONS OF OTHER POWERS UNTO OTHERS. AND THOSE THINGS WHICH APPEAR BY SENSE, IT STIRS UP INTO AN OPINION; BUT THOSE THINGS WHICH APPEAR BY THE INTELLECT, IN THE SECOND PLACE, IT OFFERS TO OPINION; BUT OF ITSELF IT RECEIVES IMAGES FROM ALL, AND BY ITS PROPERTY, DOTH PROPERLY ASSIGN THEM, ACCORDING TO THEIR ASSIMILATION; IT FORMS ALL THE ACTIONS OF THE SOUL, AND ACCOMMODATES THE EXTERNAL TO THE INTERNAL AND IMPRESSES THE BODY WITH ITS IMPRESSION. NOW THESE SENSES HAVE THEIR ORGANS IN THE HEAD, FOR THE COMMON SENSE AND IMAGINATION TAKE UP THE TWO FORWARD CELLS OF THE BRAIN, ALTHOUGH ARISTOTLE PLACES THE ORGAN OF THE COMMON SENSE IN THE HEART; BUT THE COGITATIVE POWER POSSESSES THE HIGHEST AND MIDDLE PART OF THE HEAD; AND, LASTLY, THE MEMORY THE HINDMOST PART THEREOF. MOREOVER, THE ORGANS OF VOICE AND SPEECH ARE MANY, AS THE INWARD MUSCLES OF THE BREAST BETWIXT THE RIBS, THE BREASTS, THE LUNGS, THE ARTERIES, THE WINDPIPE, THE BOWING OF THE TONGUE, AND ALL THOSE PARTS AND MUSCLES THAT SERVE FOR BREATHING. BUT THE PROPER ORGAN OF SPEECH IS THE MOUTH, IN WHICH ARE FRAMED WORDS AND SPEECHES, THE TONGUE, THE TEETH, THE LIPS, THE PALATE AND THE LIKE. ABOVE THE SENSIBLE SOUL, WHICH EXPRESSES ITS POWERS BY THE ORGANS OF THE BODY, THE INCORPOREAL MIND POSSESSES THE HIGHEST PLACE, AND IT HATH A DOUBLE NATURE—THE ONE, WHICH ENQUIRES INTO THE CAUSES, PROPERTIES, AND PROGRESS OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE CONTAINED IN THE ORDER OF NATURE, AND IS CONTENT IN THE CONTEMPLATION OF THE TRUTH, WHICH IS, THEREFORE CALLED THE CONTEMPLATIVE INTELLECT. THE OTHER IS A POWER OF THE MIND WHICH, DISCERNING BY CONSULTING WHAT THINGS ARE TO BE DONE AND WHAT IS TO BE SHUNNED, IS WHOLLY TAKEN UP IN CONSULTATION AND ACTION, AND IS THEREFORE CALLED THE ACTIVE INTELLECT. THIS ORDER OF POWERS, THEREFORE, NATURE ORDAINED IN MAN, THAT BY THE EXTERNAL SENSES WE MIGHT KNOW CORPOREAL THINGS, AND BY THOSE INTERNAL THE REPRESENTATIONS OF BODIES, AS ALSO THINGS ABSTRACTED BY THE MIND AND INTELLECT, WHICH ARE NEITHER BODIES NOR ANY THING LIKE THEM. AND, ACCORDING TO THIS THREE-FOLD ORDER OF THE POWERS OF THE SOUL, THERE ARE THREE APPETITES IN THE SOUL: THE FIRST IS NATURAL, AND IS AN INCLINATION OF NATURE UNTO ITS END, AS OF A STONE DOWNWARD, WHICH IS IN ALL STONES; ANOTHER IS ANIMAL, WHICH THE SENSE FOLLOWS, AND IT IS DIVIDED INTO THAT IRASCIBLE AND THAT CONCUPISCIBLE; THE THIRD IS INTELLECTUAL, AND IS CALLED THE WILL, DIFFERING FROM THE SENSITIVE FACULTY IN THAT THE SENSITIVE IS, OF ITSELF, OF THOSE THINGS WHICH MAY BE PRESENTED TO THE SENSES, DESIRING NOTHING UNLESS IN SOME MANNER COMPREHENDED. BUT THE WILL, ALTHOUGH IT BE OF ITSELF OF ALL THINGS THAT ARE POSSIBLE, YET, BECAUSE IT IS FREE BY ITS ESSENCE, IT MAY BE ALSO OF THINGS THAT ARE IMPOSSIBLE, AS IT WAS IN THE DEVIL (DESIRING HIMSELF TO BE EQUAL WITH GOD) AND, THEREFORE, IS ALTERED AND DEPRAVED WITH PLEASURE AND WITH CONTINUAL ANGUISH, WHILST IT ASSENTS TO THE INFERIOR POWERS. WHENCE, FROM ITS DEPRAVED APPETITE, THERE ARISE FOUR PASSIONS IN IT, WITH WHICH, IN LIKE MANNER, THE BODY IS AFFECTED SOMETIMES. WHEREOF THE FIRST IS CALLED OBLECTATION, WHICH IS A CERTAIN QUIETNESS OR ASSENTATION OF THE MIND OR WILL, BECAUSE IT OBEYS, AND NOT WILLINGLY CONSENTS TO THAT PLEASANTNESS WHICH THE SENSES HOLD FORTH; WHICH IS, THEREFORE, DEFINED TO BE AN INCLINATION OF THE MIND TO AN EFFEMINATE PLEASURE. THE SECOND IS CALLED EFFUSION, WHICH IS A REMISSION OF, OR DISSOLUTION OF THE POWER, VIZ., WHEN BEYOND THE OBLECTATION, THE WHOLE POWER OF THE MIND AND INTENTION OF THE PRESENT GOOD IS MELTED, AND DIFFUSES ITSELF TO ENJOY IT. THE THIRD IS VAUNTING AND LOFTINESS, THINKING ITSELF TO HAVE ATTAINED TO SOME GREAT GOOD, IN THE ENJOYMENT OF WHICH IT PRIDES ITSELF AND GLORIES. THE FOURTH AND THE LAST IS ENVY, OR A CERTAIN KIND OF PLEASURE OR DELIGHT AT ANOTHER MAN'S HARM, WITHOUT ANY ADVANTAGE TO ITSELF. IT IS SAID TO BE WITHOUT ANY ADVANTAGE TO ITSELF, BECAUSE, IF ANY ONE SHOULD, FOR HIS OWN PROFIT, REJOICE AT ANOTHER MAN'S HARM, THIS WOULD BE RATHER OUT OF LOVE TO HIMSELF THAN OUT OF ILL WILL TO ANOTHER. AND ALL THESE FOUR PASSIONS, ARISING FROM A DEPRAVED APPETITE FOR PLEASURE, THE GRIEF OR PERPLEXITY ITSELF DOTH ALSO BEGET VERY MANY CONTRARY PASSIONS, AS HORROR, SADNESS, FEAR, AND SORROW AT ANOTHER'S GOOD WITHOUT HIS OWN HURT, WHICH WE CALL ENVY, OR SADNESS AT ANOTHER'S PROSPERITY, JUST AS PITY IS A CERTAIN KIND OF SADNESS AT ANOTHER'S MISERY.
CHAPTER LXII.
OF THE PASSIONS OF THE MIND, THEIR ORIGINAL SOURCE, DIFFERENCES, AND KINDS.
THE PASSIONS OF THE HUMAN MIND ARE NOTHING ELSE BUT CERTAIN MOTIONS OR INCLINATIONS PROCEEDING FROM THE APPREHENSION OF ANY THING, AS OF GOOD OR EVIL, CONVENIENT OR INCONVENIENT. NOW THESE, KIND OF APPREHENSIONS ARE OF THREE SORTS, VIZ., SENSUAL, RATIONAL, AND INTELLECTUAL. ACCORDING TO THESE THREE ARE THREE SORTS OF PASSIONS IN THE SOUL; FOR WHEN THEY FOLLOW THE SENSITIVE APPREHENSION THEN THEY RESPECT A TEMPORARY GOOD OR EVIL, UNDER THE NOTION OF PROFITABLE OR UNPROFITABLE, OR DELIGHTFUL OR OFFENSIVE, AND ARE CALLED NATURAL OR ANIMAL PASSIONS. WHEN THEY FOLLOW THE RATIONAL APPREHENSION, AND SO RESPECT GOOD OR BAD, UNDER THE NOTIONS OF VIRTUE OR VICE, PRAISE OR DISGRACE, PROFITABLE OR UNPROFITABLE, OR HONEST OR DISHONEST, THEY ARE CALLED RATIONAL OR VOLUNTARY PASSIONS. WHEN THEY FOLLOW THE INTELLECTUAL APPREHENSION, AND RESPECT GOOD OR BAD, UNDER THE NOTION OF JUST OR UNJUST, OR TRUE OR FALSE, THEY ARE CALLED INTELLECTUAL PASSIONS, OR SYNCRISIS, THE FACULTY OF CHOOSING FROM COMPARISON. NOW, THE SUBJECT OF THE PASSIONS OF THE SOUL IS THE CONCUPITIVE POWER OF THE SOUL, AND IS DIVIDED INTO THAT CONCUPISCIBLE AND THAT IRASCIBLE, AND BOTH RESPECT GOOD AND BAD, BUT UNDER A DIFFERENT NOTION. FOR WHEN THE CONCUPISCIBLE POWER RESPECTS GOOD AND EVIL ABSOLUTELY, LOVE OR LUST, OR, ON THE CONTRARY, HATRED IS CAUSED. WHEN IT RESPECTS GOOD, THOUGH ABSENT, SO DESIRE IS CAUSED; OR EVIL, THOUGH ABSENT OR AT HAND, AND SO IS CAUSED HORROR, FLYING FROM, OR LOATHING; OR, IF IT RESPECTS GOOD, THOUGH PRESENT, THEN THERE IS CAUSED DELIGHT, MIRTH OR PLEASURE; BUT IF EVIL, THOUGH PRESENT, THEN SADNESS, ANXIETY, OR GRIEF; BUT THE IRASCIBLE POWER RESPECTS GOOD OR BAD, UNDER THE NOTION OF SOME DIFFICULTY, TO OBTAIN THE ONE, OR TO AVOID THE OTHER, AND THIS SOMETIMES WITH CONFIDENCE. AND SO, THERE IS CAUSED HOPE OR BOLDNESS; BUT WHEN WITH DIFFIDENCY, THEN DESPAIR AND FEAR. BUT WHEN THAT IRASCIBLE POWER RISES INTO REVENGE, AND THIS BE ONLY ABOUT SOME EVIL PAST, AS IT WERE, OF INJURY OR HURT OFFERED, THERE IS CAUSED ANGER. AND SO, WE FIND ELEVEN PASSIONS IN THE MIND, WHICH ARE: LOVE, HATRED, DESIRE, HORROR, JOY, GRIEF, HOPE, DESPAIR, BOLDNESS, FEAR, AND ANGER. 
CHAPTER LXIII.
HOW THE PASSIONS OF THE MIND CHANGE THE PROPER BODY BY CHANGING ITS ACCIDENTS AND MOVING THE SPIRIT.
THE PHANTASY, OR IMAGINATIVE POWER, HATH A RULING POWER OVER THE PASSIONS OF THE SOUL WHEN THEY FOLLOW THE SENSUAL APPREHENSION. FOR THIS DOTH, OF ITS OWN POWER, ACCORDING TO THE DIVERSITY OF THE PASSIONS, FIRST OF ALL, CHANGE THE PROPER BODY WITH A SENSIBLE TRANSMUTATION, BY CHANGING THE ACCIDENTS IN THE BODY, AND BY MOVING THE SPIRIT UPWARD OR DOWNWARD, INWARD OR OUTWARD, AND BY PRODUCING DIVER’S QUALITIES IN THE MEMBERS. SO, IN JOY, THE SPIRITS ARE DRIVEN OUTWARD; IN FEAR, DRAWN BACK; IN BASHFULNESS, ARE MOVED TO THE BRAIN. SO, IN JOY, THE HEART IS DILATED OUTWARD, BY LITTLE AND LITTLE; IN SADNESS, IS CONSTRAINED, BY LITTLE AND LITTLE, INWARD. AFTER THE SAME MANNER IN ANGER OR FEAR, BUT SUDDENLY. AGAIN ANGER, OR DESIRE OF REVENGE, PRODUCES HEAT, REDNESS, A BITTER TASTE AND A LOOSENESS. FEAR INDUCES COLD, TREMBLING OF THE HEART, SPEECHLESSNESS AND PALENESS. SADNESS CAUSES SWEAT AND A BLUISH WHITENESS. PITY, WHICH IS A KIND OF SADNESS, DOTH OFTEN ILL AFFECT THE BODY OF HIM THAT TAKES PITY, THOUGH IT SEEMS TO BE THE BODY OF ANOTHER MAN SO AFFECTED. ALSO, IT IS MANIFEST THAT AMONGST SOME LOVERS THERE IS SUCH A STRONG TIE OF LOVE THAT WHAT THE ONE SUFFERS THE OTHER SUFFERS. ANXIETY INDUCES DRYNESS AND BLACKNESS. AND HOW GREAT HEATS LOVE STIRS UP IN THE LIVER AND PULSE, PHYSICIANS KNOW, DIVINING BY THAT KIND OF JUDGMENT THE NAME OF THE ONE THAT IS SO BELOVED IN A HEROIC PASSION. SO NAUSTRATUS KNEW THAT ANTIOCHUS WAS TAKEN WITH THE LOVE OF STRATONICA. IT IS ALSO MANIFEST THAT SUCH LIKE PASSIONS, WHEN THEY ARE MOST VEHEMENT, MAY CAUSE DEATH. AND THIS IS MANIFEST TO ALL MEN, THAT WITH TOO MUCH JOY, SADNESS, LOVE, HATRED, MEN MANY TIMES DIE, AND ARE SOMETIMES FREED FROM A DISEASE. AND SO, WE READ THAT SOPHOCLES, AND DIONYSIUS, THE SICILIAN TYRANT, DID BOTH SUDDENLY DIE AT THE NEWS OF A TRAGICAL VICTORY. SO, A CERTAIN WOMAN, ALSO, SEEING HER SON RETURNING FROM THE CANENSIAN BATTLE, DIED SUDDENLY. NOW, WHAT SADNESS CAN DO IS KNOWN TO ALL. WE KNOW THAT DOGS OFTENTIMES DIE WITH SADNESS BECAUSE OF THE DEATH OF THEIR MASTERS. SOMETIMES, ALSO, BY REASON OF THESE LIKE PASSIONS, LONG DISEASES FOLLOW, AND ARE SOMETIMES CURED. SO, ALSO, SOME MEN LOOKING FROM A HIGH PLACE, BY REASON OF GREAT FEAR, TREMBLE, ARE DIM-SIGHTED AND WEAKENED, AND SOMETIMES LOSE THEIR SENSES. SO, FEARS AND FALLING-SICKNESS SOMETIMES FOLLOW SOBBING. SOMETIMES WONDERFUL EFFECTS ARE PRODUCED, AS IN THE SON OF CROESUS, WHOM HIS MOTHER BROUGHT FORTH DUMB, YET A VEHEMENT FEAR AND ARDENT AFFECTION MADE HIM SPEAK, WHICH NATURALLY HE COULD NEVER DO. SO, WITH A SUDDEN FALL, OFTENTIMES LIFE, SENSE, OR MOTION, ON A SUDDEN, LEAVE THE MEMBERS, AND PRESENTLY AGAIN, ARE SOMETIMES RETURNED. AND HOW MUCH VEHEMENT ANGER, JOINED WITH GREAT AUDACITY, CAN DO, ALEXANDER THE GREAT SHOWS, WHO, BEING CIRCUMVENTED WITH A BATTLE IN INDIA, WAS SEEN TO SEND FORTH FROM HIMSELF LIGHTNING AND FIRE; THE FATHER OF THEODORICUS IS SAID TO HAVE SENT FORTH OUT OF HIS BODY SPARKS OF FIRE, SO THAT SPARKLING FLAMES DID LEAP OUT WITH A NOISE. AND SUCH LIKE THINGS SOMETIMES APPEAR IN BEASTS, AS IN THE HORSE OF TIBERIUS, WHICH WAS SAID TO SEND FORTH A FLAME OUT OF HIS MOUTH.
CHAPTER LXIV.
HOW THE PASSIONS OF THE MIND CHANGE THE BODY BY WAY OF IMITATION FROM SOME RESEMBLANCE; OF THE TRANSFORMING AND TRANSLATING OF MEN, AND WHAT FORCE THE IMAGINATIVE POWER HATH, NOT ONLY OVER THE BODY BUT THE SOUL.
THE FORESAID PASSIONS SOMETIMES ALTER THE BODY BY REASON OF THE VIRTUE WHICH THE LIKENESS OF THE THING HATH TO CHANGE IT, WHICH POWER THE VEHEMENT IMAGINATION MOVES, AS IN SETTING THE TEETH ON EDGE AT THE SIGHT OR HEARING OF SOMETHING, OR BECAUSE WE SEE, OR IMAGINE, ANOTHER TO EAT SHARP OR SOUR THINGS. SO, HE, WHICH SEES ANOTHER GAPE, GAPES ALSO; AND SOME, WHEN THEY HEAR ANY ONE NAME SOUR THINGS, THEIR TONGUES WAXES TART. ALSO, THE SEEING OF ANY FILTHY THING CAUSES NAUSEOUSNESS. MANY, AT THE SIGHT OF A MAN'S BLOOD, FALL INTO A SWOON. SOME, WHEN THEY SEE BITTER MEAT GIVEN TO ANY, PERCEIVE A BITTER SPITTLE IN THEIR MOUTH. AND WILLIAM OF PARIS SAITH THAT HE SAW A MAN, THAT AT THE SIGHT OF A MEDICINE, WAS AFFECTED AS MUCH AS HE PLEASED; WHEN, AS NEITHER THE SUBSTANCE OF THE MEDICINE, NOR THE ODOR, NOR THE TASTE OF IT CAME TO HIM, BUT ONLY A KIND OF RESEMBLANCE WAS APPREHENDED BY HIM. UPON THIS ACCOUNT, SOME THAT ARE IN A DREAM THINK THEY BURN AND ARE IN A FIRE, AND ARE FEARFULLY TORMENTED, AS IF THEY DID TRULY BURN, WHEN, AS THE SUBSTANCE OF THE FIRE IS NOT NEAR THEM, BUT ONLY A RESEMBLANCE APPREHENDED BY THEIR IMAGINATION. AND SOMETIMES MEN'S BODIES ARE TRANSFORMED, AND TRANSFIGURED, AND ALSO TRANSPORTED; AND THIS OFT TIMES WHEN THEY ARE IN A DREAM, AND SOMETIMES WHEN THEY ARE AWAKE. SO, CYPRUS, AFTER HE WAS CHOSEN KING OF ITALY, DID VERY MUCH WONDER AT AND MEDITATE UPON THE FIGHT AND VICTORY OF BULLS, AND IN THE THOUGHT THEREOF DID SLEEP A WHOLE NIGHT, AND IN THE MORNING HE WAS FOUND HORNED, NO OTHERWISE THAN BY THE VEGETATIVE POWER, BEING STIRRED UP BY A VEHEMENT IMAGINATION, ELEVATING CORNIFIC HUMORS INTO HIS HEAD AND PRODUCING HORNS. FOR A VEHEMENT COGITATION, WHILST IT VEHEMENTLY MOVES THE SPECIES, PICTURES OUT THE FIGURE OF THE THING THOUGHT ON, WHICH THEY REPRESENT IN THEIR BLOOD, AND THE BLOOD IMPRESSES THE FIGURE ON THE MEMBERS THAT ARE NOURISHED BY IT; AS UPON THOSE OF THE SAME BODY, SO UPON THOSE OF ANOTHER’S. SO, THE IMAGINATION OF A WOMAN WITH CHILD IMPRESSES THE MARK OF THE THING LONGED FOR UPON HER INFANT, AND THE IMAGINATION OF A MAN, BIT WITH A MAD DOG, IMPRESSES UPON HIS BODY THE IMAGE OF DOGS. SO, MEN MAY GROW GRAY ON A SUDDEN. AND SOME, BY THE DREAM OF ONE NIGHT, HAVE GROWN UP FROM BOYS INTO PERFECT MEN. HERETO, ALSO, MAY BE REFERRED THOSE MANY SCARS OF KING DAGOBERTUS, AND MARKS OF FRANCISCUS, WHICH THEY RECEIVED—THE ONE, WHILST HE WAS AFRAID OF CORRECTION, AND THE OTHER, WHILST HE DID WONDERFULLY MEDITATE UPON THE WOUNDS OF CHRIST. SO, MANY ARE TRANSPORTED FROM PLACE TO PLACE, PASSING OVER RIVERS, FIRES AND UNPASSABLE PLACES, VIZ., WHEN THE SPECIES OF ANY VEHEMENT DESIRE, OR FEAR, OR BOLDNESS, ARE IMPRESSED UPON THEIR SPIRITS, AND, BEING MIXED WITH VAPORS, DO MOVE THE ORGAN OF THE TOUCH IN THEIR ORIGINAL, TOGETHER WITH PHANTASY, WHICH IS THE ORIGINAL OF LOCAL MOTION. WHENCE THEY STIR UP THE MEMBERS AND ORGANS OF MOTION TO MOTION, AND ARE MOVED, WITHOUT ANY MISTAKE, UNTO THE IMAGINED PLACE, NOT OUT OF SIGHT, BUT FROM THE INTERIOR PHANTASY. SO GREAT A POWER IS THERE OF THE SOUL UPON THE BODY, THAT WHICHEVER WAY THE SOUL IMAGINES AND DREAMS THAT IT GOES, THITHER DOTH IT, LEAD THE BODY. WE READ MANY OTHER EXAMPLES BY WHICH THE POWER OF THE SOUL UPON THE BODY IS WONDERFULLY EXPLAINED, AS LIKE THAT WHICH AVICEN DESCRIBES OF A CERTAIN MAN, WHO, WHEN HE PLEASED, COULD AFFECT HIS BODY WITH THE PALSY. THEY REPORT OF GALLUS VIBIUS THAT HE DID FALL INTO MADNESS, NOT CASUALLY, BUT ON PURPOSE, FOR, WHILST HE DID IMITATE MADMEN, HE ASSIMILATED THEIR MADNESS TO HIMSELF AND BECAME MAD INDEED. AND AUSTIN MAKES MENTION OF SOME MEN WHO COULD MOVE THEIR EARS AT THEIR PLEASURE, AND SOME THAT COULD MOVE THE CROWN OF THEIR HEAD TO THEIR FOREHEAD AND COULD DRAW IT BACK AGAIN WHEN THEY PLEASED, AND OF ANOTHER THAT COULD SWEAT AT HIS PLEASURE. AND IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT SOME CAN WEEP -AT THEIR PLEASURE, AND POUR FORTH ABUNDANCE OF TEARS; AND THERE ARE SOME THAT CAN BRING UP WHAT THEY HAVE SWALLOWED, WHEN THEY PLEASE, AS OUT OF A BAG, BY DEGREES. AND WE SEE THAT IN THESE DAYS THERE ARE MANY WHO CAN SO IMITATE AND EXPRESS THE VOICES OF BIRDS, CATTLE, DOGS, AND SOME MEN, THAT THEY CAN SCARCE AT ALL BE DISCERNED. ALSO, PLINY RELATES, BY DIVER’S EXAMPLES, THAT WOMEN HAVE BEEN TURNED INTO MEN. PONTANUS TESTIFIES THAT IN HIS TIME, A CERTAIN WOMAN CALLED CAIETAVA, AND ANOTHER ONE CALLED AEMILIA, WHO, MANY YEARS AFTER THEY WERE MARRIED, WERE CHANGED INTO MEN. NOW, HOW MUCH IMAGINATION CAN AFFECT THE SOUL NO MAN IS IGNORANT, FOR IT IS NEARER TO THE SUBSTANCE OF THE SOUL THAN THE SENSE IS, AND THEREFORE ACTS MORE UPON THE SOUL THAN THE SENSE DOTH. SO, WOMEN, BY CERTAIN STRONG IMAGINATIONS, DREAMS, AND SUGGESTIONS, BROUGHT IN BY CERTAIN MAGICAL ARTS, DO OFTEN BIND THEMSELVES INTO A STRONG AFFECTION FOR ANY ONE. SO, THEY SAY THAT MEDEA, BY A DREAM, WAS FILLED WITH LOVE FOR JASON. SO THE SOUL SOMETIMES IS, BY A VEHEMENT IMAGINATION OR SPECULATION, ALTOGETHER ABSTRACTED FROM THE BODY, AS CELSUS RELATES OF A CERTAIN PRESBYTER, WHO, AS OFTEN AS HE PLEASED, COULD MAKE HIMSELF SENSELESS AND LAY LIKE A DEAD MAN, SO THAT WHEN ANY ONE PRICKED OR BURNT HIM HE FELT NO PAIN, BUT LAY WITHOUT ANY MOTION OR BREATHING; YET HE COULD, AS HE SAID, HEAR MEN'S VOICES, AS IT WERE, AFAR OFF, IF THEY CRIED OUT ALOUD. 
CHAPTER LXV.
HOW THE PASSIONS OF THE MIND CAN WORK OF THEMSELVES UPON ANOTHER'S BODY.
THE PASSIONS OF THE SOUL WHICH FOLLOW THE PHANTASY WHEN THEY ARE MOST VEHEMENT, CANNOT ONLY CHANGE THEIR OWN BODY, BUT ALSO CAN TRANSCEND SO AS TO WORK UPON ANOTHER BODY; SO THAT SOME WONDERFUL IMPRESSIONS ARE THENCE PRODUCED IN ELEMENTS AND EXTRINSICAL THINGS, AND THEY CAN THUS TAKE AWAY OR BRING SOME DISEASE OF THE MIND OR BODY. FOR THE PASSIONS OF THE SOUL ARE THE CHIEFEST CAUSE OF THE TEMPERAMENT OF ITS PROPER BODY. SO, THE SOUL, BEING STRONGLY ELEVATED, AND INFLAMED WITH A STRONG IMAGINATION, SENDS FORTH HEALTH OR SICKNESS, NOT ONLY IN ITS PROPER BODY, BUT ALSO IN OTHER BODIES. SO AVICEN IS OF THE OPINION THAT A CAMEL MAY FALL BY THE IMAGINATION OF ANY ONE. SO, HE WHO IS BITTEN WITH A MAD DOG PRESENTLY FALLS INTO A MADNESS, AND THERE APPEAR IN HIS BODY THE SHAPES OF DOGS. SO, THE LONGING OF A WOMAN WITH CHILD DOTH ACT UPON ANOTHER'S BODY WHEN IT SIGNS THE INFANT IN THE WOMB WITH THE MARK OF THE THING SHE LONGS FOR. SO MANY MONSTROUS GENERATIONS PROCEED FROM MONSTROUS IMAGINATIONS OF WOMEN WITH CHILD, AS MARCUS DAMASCENUS REPORTS THAT AT PETRA SANETA, A TOWN SITUATED UPON THE TERRITORIES OF PISA, THERE WAS A WENCH PRESENTED TO CHARLES, KING OF BOHEMIA, WHO WAS ROUGH AND HAIRY ALL OVER HER BODY, LIKE A WILD BEAST, WHOM HER MOTHER, AFFECTED WITH A RELIGIOUS KIND OF HORROR BY THE PICTURE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST (WHICH WAS IN THE CHAMBER SHE OCCUPIED), AFTERWARDS BROUGHT HER FORTH AFTER THIS FASHION. AND THIS, WE SEE, IS NOT ONLY IN MEN, BUT ALSO IS DONE AMONG BRUTE CREATURES. SO, WE READ THAT JACOB, THE PATRIARCH, WITH HIS SPECKLED RODS SET IN THE WATERING PLACES, DID DISCOLOR THE SHEEP OF LABAN. [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] SO THE IMAGINATIVE POWERS OF PEACOCKS, AND OTHER BIRDS, WHILST THEY BE MATING, IMPRESS A COLOR UPON THEIR WINGS. WHENCE WE PRODUCE WHITE PEACOCKS, BY HANGING WHITE CLOTHES ROUND THE PLACES WHERE THEY MATE. NOW, BY THE ABOVE EXAMPLES, IT APPEARS HOW THE AFFECTION OF THE PHANTASY, WHEN IT VEHEMENTLY INTENDS ITSELF, DOTH NOT ONLY AFFECT ITS OWN PROPER BODY, BUT ALSO ANOTHER’S. SO ALSO, THE DESIRE OF WITCHES TO HURT DOTH BEWITCH MEN MOST PERNICIOUSLY WITH STEADFAST LOOKS. TO THESE THINGS AVICEN, ARISTOTLE, ALGAZEL, AND GALLEN ASSENT. FOR IT IS MANIFEST THAT A BODY MAY MOST EASILY BE AFFECTED WITH THE VAPOR OF ANOTHER'S DISEASED BODY, WHICH WE PLAINLY SEE IN THE PLAGUE AND LEPROSY. AGAIN, IN THE VAPOR OF THE EYES THERE IS SO GREAT A POWER THAT THEY CAN BEWITCH AND INFECT ANY THAT ARE NEAR THEM, AS THE COCKATRICE OR BASILISK WHICH KILL MEN WITH THEIR LOOKS. AND CERTAIN WOMEN IN SCYTHIA, AMONGST THE ILLYRIANS AND TRIBALLI, KILLED WHOMSOEVER THEY LOOKED ANGRY UPON. THEREFORE, LET NO MAN WONDER THAT THE BODY AND SOUL OF ONE MAY, IN LIKE MANNER, BE AFFECTED WITH THE MIND OF ANOTHER, SEEING THE MIND IS FAR MORE POWERFUL, STRONG, FERVENT, AND MORE PREVALENT IN ITS MOTION THAN THE VAPORS EXHALING OUT OF BODIES; NEITHER ARE THERE WANTING MEDIUMS BY WHICH IT SHOULD WORK, NEITHER IS ANOTHER'S BODY LESS SUBJECT TO ANOTHER'S MIND THAN TO ANOTHER'S BODY. UPON THIS ACCOUNT, THEY SAY THAT A MAN, BY HIS AFFECTION AND HABIT ONLY, MAY ACT UPON ANOTHER. THEREFORE, PHILOSOPHERS ADVISE THAT THE SOCIETY OF EVIL AND MISCHIEVOUS MEN MUST BE SHUNNED, FOR THEIR SOUL, BEING FULL OF NOXIOUS RAYS, INFECTS THEM THAT ARE NEAR WITH A HURTFUL CONTAGION. ON THE CONTRARY, THEY ADVISE THAT THE SOCIETY OF GOOD AND FORTUNATE MEN BE ENDEAVORED AFTER, BECAUSE BY THEIR NEARNESS THEY DO US MUCH GOOD. FOR AS THE SMELL OF MUSK DOTH PENETRATE, SO SOMETHING OF EITHER BAD OR GOOD IS DERIVED FROM ANYTHING BAD OR GOOD BY THOSE THAT ARE NIGH TO THEM; WHICH MAY CONTINUE A LONG TIME. NOW, IF THE FORESAID PASSIONS HAVE SO GREAT A POWER IN THE PHANTASY, THEY HAVE CERTAINLY A GREATER POWER IN THE REASON, IN AS MUCH AS THE REASON IS MORE EXCELLENT THAN THE PHANTASY; AND, LASTLY, THEY HAVE MUCH GREATER POWER IN THE MIND; FOR THIS, WHEN IT IS FIXED UPON GOD FOR ANY GOOD WITH ITS WHOLE INTENTION, DOTH OFTENTIMES AFFECT ANOTHER'S BODY, AS WELL AS ITS OWN, WITH SOME DIVINE GIFT. BY THIS MEANS WE READ THAT MANY MIRACLES WERE DONE BY APOLLONIUS, PYTHAGORAS, EMPEDOCLES, PHILOLAUS, AND MANY PROPHETS AND HOLY MEN OF OUR RELIGION, WHICH THINGS WE SHALL NOW CONSIDER.
CHAPTER LXVI.
THAT THE PASSIONS OF THE MIND ARE HELPED BY A CELESTIAL SEASON, AND HOW NECESSARY THE CONSTANCY OF THE MIND IS IN EVERY WORK.
THE PASSIONS OF THE MIND ARE MUCH HELPED, AND ARE HELPFUL, AND BECOME MOST POWERFUL BY VIRTUE OF THE HEAVENS, AS THEY AGREE WITH THE HEAVEN, EITHER BY ANY NATURAL AGREEMENT OR BY VOLUNTARY ELECTION. FOR, AS SAITH PTOLEMY, HE WHICH CHOOSES THAT WHICH IS THE BETTER SEEMS TO DIFFER NOTHING FROM HIM WHO HATH THIS BY NATURE. IT CONDUCES, THEREFORE, VERY MUCH FOR THE RECEIVING OF THE BENEFIT OF THE HEAVENS, IN ANY WORK, IF WE SHALL, BY THE HEAVEN, MAKE OURSELVES SUITABLE TO IT IN OUR THOUGHTS, AFFECTIONS, IMAGINATIONS, DELIBERATIONS, ELECTIONS, CONTEMPLATIONS, AND THE LIKE. FOR SUCH LIKE PASSIONS DO VEHEMENTLY STIR UP OUR SPIRIT TO THE LIKENESS OF THE HEAVENS AND EXPOSE US AND OURS STRAIGHTWAY TO THE SUPERIOR SIGNIFICATORS OF SUCH LIKE PASSIONS; AND, ALSO, BY REASON OF THEIR DIGNITY AND NEARNESS TO THE SUPERIORS DO MUCH MORE PARTAKE OF THE CELESTIALS THAN ANY OTHER MATERIAL THINGS. FOR OUR MIND CAN, THROUGH IMAGINATION OR BY REASON OF A KIND OF IMITATION, BE SO CONFORMED TO ANY STAR AS SUDDENLY TO BE FILLED WITH THE VIRTUES OF THAT STAR, AS IF IT WERE A PROPER RECEPTACLE OF THE INFLUENCE THEREOF. NOW, THE CONTEMPLATING MIND, AS IT WITHDRAWS ITSELF FROM ALL SENSE, IMAGINATION, NATURE, AND DELIBERATION, AND CALLS ITSELF BACK TO THINGS SEPARATED, UNLESS IT EXPOSES ITSELF TO SATURN, IS NOT OF PRESENT CONSIDERATION OR ENQUIRY. FOR OUR MIND BOTH EFFECT DIVER’S THINGS BY FAITH (WHICH IS A FIRM ADHESION, A FIXED INTENTION, AND A VEHEMENT APPLICATION OF THE WORKER, OR RECEIVER) TO HIM THAT COOPERATES IN ANY THING, AND GIVES POWER TO THE WORK WHICH WE INTEND TO DO. SO THAT THERE IS MADE, AS IT WERE, IN US, THE IMAGE OF THE VIRTUE TO BE RECEIVED, AND THE THING TO BE DONE IN US, OR BY US. WE MUST, THEREFORE, IN EVERY WORK AND APPLICATION OF THINGS, AFFECT VEHEMENTLY, IMAGINE, HOPE, AND BELIEVE STRONGLY, FOR THAT WILL BE A GREAT HELP. AND IT IS VERIFIED AMONGST PHYSICIANS, THAT A STRONG BELIEF, AND AN UNDOUBTED HOPE AND LOVE TOWARDS THE PHYSICIAN AND MEDICINE, CONDUCE MUCH TO HEALTH; YEA, MORE, SOMETIMES, THAN THE MEDICINE ITSELF. FOR THE SAME THAT THE EFFICACY AND VIRTUE OF THE MEDICINE WORKS, THE SAME DOTH THE STRONG IMAGINATION OF THE PHYSICIAN WORK, BEING ABLE TO CHANGE THE QUALITIES IN THE BODY OF THE SICK, ESPECIALLY WHEN THE PATIENT PLACES MUCH CONFIDENCE IN THE PHYSICIAN, BY THAT MEANS DISPOSING HIMSELF FOR THE RECEIVING OF THE VIRTUE OF THE PHYSICIAN AND PHYSIC. THEREFORE, HE THAT WORKS IN MAGIC MUST BE OF A CONSTANT BELIEF, BE CREDULOUS, AND NOT AT ALL DOUBTFUL OF OBTAINING THE EFFECT. FOR, AS A FIRM AND STRONG BELIEF DOTH WORK WONDERFUL THINGS, ALTHOUGH IT BE IN FALSE WORKS, SO DISTRUST AND DOUBTING DOTH DISSIPATE AND BREAK THE VIRTUE OF THE MIND OF THE WORKER, WHICH IS THE MEDIUM BETWEEN BOTH EXTREMES; WHENCE IT HAPPENS THAT HE IS FRUSTRATED OF THE DESIRED INFLUENCE OF THE SUPERIORS, WHICH COULD NOT BE JOINED AND UNITED TO OUR LABORS WITHOUT A FIRM AND SOLID VIRTUE OF OUR MIND.
CHAPTER LXVII.
HOW THE MIND OF MAN MAY BE JOINED WITH THE MIND OF THE STARS, AND INTELLIGENCES OF THE CELESTIALS, AND, TOGETHER WITH THEM, IMPRESS CERTAIN WONDERFUL VIRTUES UPON INFERIOR THINGS.
THE PHILOSOPHERS, ESPECIALLY THE ARABIANS, SAY THAT MAN'S MIND, WHEN IT IS MOST INTENT UPON ANY WORK, THROUGH ITS PASSION AND EFFECTS, IS JOINED WITH THE MIND OF THE STARS AND INTELLIGENCES; AND, BEING SO JOINED, IS THE CAUSE OF SOME WONDERFUL VIRTUE BEING INFUSED INTO OUR WORKS AND THINGS; AND THIS, BECAUSE THERE IS IN THE MIND AN APPREHENSION AND POWER OF ALL THINGS, SO ALL THINGS HAVE A NATURAL OBEDIENCE TO IT, AND OF NECESSITY AN EFFICACY; AND MORE TO THAT WHICH DESIRES THEM WITH A STRONG DESIRE. AND ACCORDING TO THIS IS VERIFIED THE ART OF CHARACTERS, IMAGES, ENCHANTMENTS, AND SOME SPEECHES, AND MANY OTHER WONDERFUL EXPERIMENTS AS TO EVERYTHING WHICH THE MIND AFFECTS. BY THIS MEANS, WHATSOEVER THE MIND OF HIM THAT IS IN VEHEMENT LOVE, AFFECTS, HATH AN EFFICACY TO CAUSE LOVE; AND WHATSOEVER THE MIND OF HIM THAT STRONGLY HATES, DICTATES, HATH AN EFFICACY TO HURT AND DESTROY. THE LIKE IS IN OTHER THINGS, WHICH THE MIND AFFECTS WITH A STRONG DESIRE. FOR ALL THOSE THINGS WHICH THE MIND ACTS AND DICTATES BY CHARACTERS, FIGURES, WORDS, SPEECHES, GESTURES, AND THE LIKE, HELP THE APPETITE OF THE SOUL AND ACQUIRE CERTAIN WONDERFUL VIRTUES; AS FROM THE SOUL OF THE OPERATOR, IN THAT HOUR WHEN SUCH A LIKE APPETITE DOTH INVADE IT, SO FROM THE OPPORTUNITY AND CELESTIAL INFLUENCE, MOVING THE MIND IN THAT MANNER. FOR OUR MIND, WHEN IT IS CARRIED UPON THE GREAT EXCESS OF ANY PASSION OR VIRTUE, OFTENTIMES PRESENTLY TAKES OF ITSELF A STRONG, BETTER AND MORE CONVENIENT HOUR OR OPPORTUNITY, WHICH THOMAS AQUINAS, IN HIS THIRD BOOK AGAINST THE GENTILES, CONFESSES. SO MANY WONDERFUL VIRTUES BOTH CAUSE AND FOLLOW CERTAIN ADMIRABLE OPERATIONS BY GREAT AFFECTIONS IN THOSE THINGS WHICH THE SOUL DOTH DICTATE IN THAT HOUR TO THEM. BUT KNOW THAT SUCH THINGS CONFER NOTHING, OR VERY LITTLE, TO THE AUTHOR OF THEM, AND TO HIM WHICH IS INCLINED TO THEM, AS IF HE WERE THE AUTHOR OF THEM. AND THIS IS THE MANNER BY WHICH THEIR EFFICACY IS FOUND OUT. AND IT IS A GENERAL RULE IN THEM, THAT EVERY MIND THAT IS MORE EXCELLENT IN ITS LOVE AND AFFECTION MAKES SUCH LIKE THINGS MORE FIT FOR ITSELF, BECOMING EFFICACIOUS TO THAT WHICH IT DESIRES. EVERY ONE, THEREFORE, THAT IS WILLING TO WORK IN MAGIC MUST KNOW THE VIRTUE, MEASURE, ORDER, AND DEGREE OF HIS OWN SOUL, IN RELATION TO THE POWER OF THE UNIVERSE.
CHAPTER LXVIII.
HOW OUR MIND CAN CHANGE AND BIND INFERIOR THINGS TO THE ENDS WHICH WE DESIRE.
THERE IS ALSO A CERTAIN VIRTUE IN THE MINDS OF MEN OF CHANGING, ATTRACTING, HINDERING, AND BINDING TO THAT WHICH THEY DESIRE; AND ALL THINGS OBEY THEM WHEN THEY ARE CARRIED INTO A GREAT EXCESS OF ANY PASSION OR VIRTUE, SO AS TO EXCEED THOSE THINGS WHICH THEY BIND. FOR THE SUPERIOR BINDS THAT WHICH IS INFERIOR, AND CONVERTS IT TO ITSELF; AND THE INFERIOR IS, BY THE SAME REASON, CONVERTED TO THE SUPERIOR, OR IS OTHERWISE AFFECTED, AND WROUGHT UPON. BY THIS REASON, THINGS THAT RECEIVE A SUPERIOR DEGREE OF ANY STAR, BIND, OR ATTRACT, OR HINDER THINGS WHICH HAVE AN INFERIOR, ACCORDING AS THEY AGREE OR DISAGREE AMONGST THEMSELVES. WHENCE A LION IS AFRAID OF A COCK, BECAUSE THE PRESENCE OF THE SOLARY VIRTUE IS MORE AGREEABLE TO A COCK THAN TO A LION. SO, A LOADSTONE DRAWS IRON, BECAUSE, IN ITS ORDER, IT HATH A SUPERIOR DEGREE OF THE CELESTIAL BEAR. SO, THE DIAMOND HINDERS THE LOADSTONE, BECAUSE, IN THE ORDER OF MARS, IT IS SUPERIOR TO IT. IN LIKE MANNER ANY MAN, WHEN HE IS OPPORTUNELY EXPOSED TO THE CELESTIAL INFLUENCES (AS BY THE AFFECTIONS OF HIS MIND AND DUE APPLICATIONS OF NATURAL THINGS), IF HE BECOME STRONGER IN A SOLARY VIRTUE, HE BINDS AND DRAWS THE INFERIOR INTO ADMIRATION AND OBEDIENCE—IN THE ORDER OF THE MOON, TO SERVITUDE OR INFIRMITIES; IN A SATURNINE ORDER, TO QUIETNESS OR SADNESS; IN THE ORDER OF JUPITER, TO WORSHIP; IN THE ORDER OF MARS, TO FEAR AND DISCORD; IN A VENUS ORDER, TO LOVE AND JOY; IN A MERCURIAL ORDER, TO PERSUASION AND OBSEQUIOUSNESS, AND THE LIKE. THE GROUND OF SUCH A KIND OF BINDING IS THE VERY VEHEMENT AND BOUNDLESS AFFECTION OF THE SOUL WITH THE CONCOURSE OF THE CELESTIAL ORDER. BUT THE DISSOLUTIONS OR HINDERANCES OF SUCH A LIKE BINDING ARE MADE BY A CONTRARY EFFECT, AND THAT MORE EXCELLENT OR STRONG; FOR AS THE GREATER EXCESS OF THE MIND BINDS, SO, ALSO, IT, LOOSES AND HINDERS. AND, LASTLY, WHEN THE MIND FEARS VENUS, IT OPPOSES SATURN; WHEN SATURN OR MARS, IT OPPOSES VENUS OR JUPITER; FOR ASTROLOGERS SAY THAT THESE ARE MOST AT ENMITY, AND CONTRARY THE ONE TO THE OTHER, CAUSING CONTRARY EFFECTS IN THESE INFERIOR BODIES. FOR IN THE HEAVENS, WHERE THERE IS NOTHING WANTING, AND WHERE ALL THINGS ARE GOVERNED WITH LOVE, THERE CAN IN NO WISE BE HATRED OR ENMITY.
CHAPTER LXIX.
OF SPEECH, AND THE OCCULT VIRTUE OF WORDS.
IT BEING SHOWN THAT THERE IS A GREAT POWER IN THE AFFECTIONS OF THE SOUL, YOU MUST KNOW, MOREOVER, THAT THERE IS NO LESS VIRTUE IN WORDS AND THE NAMES OF THINGS, AND GREATEST OF ALL IN SPEECHES AND MOTIONS; BY WHICH WE CHIEFLY DIFFER FROM THE BRUTES, AND ARE CALLED RATIONAL; NOT FROM REASON, WHICH IS TAKEN FOR THAT PART OF THE SOUL WHICH CONTAINS THE AFFECTIONS (WHICH GALEN SAITH IS ALSO COMMON TO BRUTES, ALTHOUGH IN A LESS DEGREE), BUT WE ARE CALLED RATIONAL FROM THAT REASON WHICH IS, ACCORDING TO THE VOICE, UNDERSTOOD IN WORDS AND SPEECH, WHICH IS CALLED DECLARATIVE REASON; BY WHICH PART WE DO CHIEFLY EXCEL ALL OTHER ANIMALS. FOR LOGOS, IN GREEK, SIGNIFIES REASON, SPEECH, AND A WORD. NOW, A WORD IS TWOFOLD, VIZ., INTERNAL AND UTTERED. AN INTERNAL WORD IS A CONCEPTION OF THE MIND AND MOTION OF THE SOUL, WHICH IS MADE WITHOUT A VOICE; AS IN DREAMS WE SEEM TO SPEAK AND DISPUTE WITH OURSELVES, AND WHILST WE ARE AWAKE, WE RUN OVER A WHOLE SPEECH SILENTLY. BUT AN UTTERED WORD HATH A CERTAIN ACT IN THE VOICE, AND PROPERTIES OF LOCUTION, AND IS BROUGHT FORTH WITH THE BREATH OF A MAN, WITH OPENING OF HIS MOUTH AND WITH THE SPEECH OF HIS TONGUE; IN WHICH NATURE HATH COUPLED THE CORPOREAL VOICE AND SPEECH TO THE MIND AND UNDERSTANDING, MAKING THAT A DECLARER AND INTERPRETER OF THE CONCEPTION OF OUR INTELLECT TO THE HEARERS; AND OF THIS WE NOW SPEAK. WORDS, THEREFORE, ARE THE FITTEST MEDIUM BETWIXT THE SPEAKER AND THE HEARER, CARRYING WITH THEM NOT ONLY THE CONCEPTION OF THE MIND, BUT ALSO THE VIRTUE OF THE SPEAKER, WITH A CERTAIN EFFICACY, UNTO THE HEARERS; AND THIS OFTENTIMES WITH SO GREAT A POWER, THAT OFTEN THEY CHANGE NOT ONLY THE HEARERS BUT ALSO OTHER BODIES AND THINGS THAT HAVE NO LIFE. NOW THOSE WORDS ARE OF GREATER EFFICACY THAN OTHERS WHICH REPRESENT GREATER THINGS—AS INTELLECTUAL, CELESTIAL, AND SUPERNATURAL; AS MORE EXPRESSLY, SO MORE MYSTERIOUSLY. ALSO THOSE THAT COME FROM A MORE WORTHY TONGUE, OR FROM ANY OF A MORE HOLY ORDER; FOR THESE (AS IT WERE CERTAIN SIGNS AND REPRESENTATIONS) RECEIVE A POWER OF CELESTIAL AND SUPER-CELESTIAL THINGS, AS FROM THE VIRTUE OF THINGS EXPLAINED, OF WHICH THEY ARE THE VEHICLE, AND FROM A POWER PUT INTO THEM BY THE VIRTUE OF THE SPEAKER.
CHAPTER LXX.
OF THE VIRTUE OF PROPER NAMES.
THAT THE PROPER NAMES OF THINGS ARE VERY NECESSARY IN MAGICAL OPERATIONS, ALMOST ALL MEN TESTIFY. FOR THE NATURAL POWER OF THINGS PROCEEDS, FIRST, FROM THE OBJECTS TO THE SENSES, AND THEN FROM THESE TO THE IMAGINATION, AND FROM THIS TO THE MIND, IN WHICH IT IS FIRST CONCEIVED, AND THEN IS EXPRESSED BY VOICES AND WORDS. THE PLATONISTS, THEREFORE, SAY THAT IN THIS VERY VOICE, OR WORD, OR NAME FRAMED, WITH ITS ARTICLES, THAT THE POWER OF THE THING, AS IT WERE SOME KIND OF LIFE, LIES UNDER THE FORM OF THE SIGNIFICATION. FIRST CONCEIVED IN THE MIND, AS IT WERE THROUGH CERTAIN SEEDS OF THINGS, THEN BY VOICES OR WORDS, AS A BIRTH BROUGHT FORTH; AND LASTLY, KEPT IN WRITINGS. HENCE MAGICIANS SAY, THAT THE PROPER NAMES OF THINGS ARE CERTAIN RAYS OF THINGS, EVERYWHERE PRESENT AT ALL TIMES, KEEPING THE POWER OF THINGS, AS THE ESSENCE OF THE THING SIGNIFIED, RULES, AND IS DISCERNED IN THEM AND KNOW THE THINGS BY THEM, AS BY PROPER AND LIVING IMAGES. FOR, AS THE GREAT OPERATOR DOTH PROVIDE DIVERS SPECIES AND PARTICULAR THINGS BY THE INFLUENCE OF THE HEAVENS, AND BY THE ELEMENTS, TOGETHER WITH THE VIRTUES OF PLANETS, SO, ACCORDING TO THE PROPERTIES OF THE INFLUENCES, PROPER NAMES RESULT TO THINGS AND ARE PUT UPON THEM BY HIM WHO NUMBERS THE MULTITUDE OF THE STARS, CALLING THEM ALL BY THEIR NAMES; OF WHICH NAMES CHRIST IN ANOTHER PLACE SPEAKS, SAYING, "YOUR NAMES ARE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN." ADAM, THEREFORE, THAT GAVE THE FIRST NAMES TO THINGS, KNOWING THE INFLUENCES OF THE HEAVENS AND PROPERTIES OF ALL THINGS, GAVE THEM ALL NAMES ACCORDING TO THEIR NATURES, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN GENESIS, WHERE GOD BROUGHT ALL THINGS THAT HE HAD CREATED BEFORE ADAM, THAT HE SHOULD NAME THEM; AND AS HE NAMED ANY THING, SO THE NAME OF IT WAS; WHICH NAMES, INDEED, CONTAIN IN THEM WONDERFUL POWERS OF THE THINGS SIGNIFIED. EVERY VOICE, THEREFORE, THAT IS SIGNIFICATIVE, FIRST OF ALL SIGNIFIES BY THE INFLUENCE OF THE CELESTIAL HARMONY; SECONDLY, BY THE IMPOSITION OF MAN, ALTHOUGH OFTENTIMES OTHERWISE BY THIS THAN BY THAT. BUT WHEN BOTH SIGNIFICATIONS MEET IN ANY VOICE OR NAME, WHICH ARE PUT UPON THEM BY THE SAID HARMONY, OR MEN, THEN THAT NAME IS WITH A DOUBLE VIRTUE, VIZ., NATURAL AND ARBITRARY, MADE MOST EFFICACIOUS TO ACT AS OFTEN AS IT SHALL BE UTTERED IN DUE PLACE AND TIME, AND SERIOUSLY, WITH AN INTENTION EXERCISED UPON THE MATTER RIGHTLY DISPOSED, AND THAT CAN NATURALLY BE ACTED UPON BY IT. SO, WE READ IN PHILOSTRATUS, THAT WHEN A MAID AT ROME DIED THE SAME DAY SHE WAS MARRIED, AND WAS PRESENTED TO APOLLONIUS, HE ACCURATELY INQUIRED INTO HER NAME, WHICH BEING KNOWN, HE PRONOUNCED SOME OCCULT THING, BY WHICH SHE REVIVED. IT WAS AN OBSERVATION AMONGST THE ROMANS, IN THEIR HOLY RITES, THAT WHEN THEY DID BESIEGE ANY CITY, THEY DID DILIGENTLY ENQUIRE INTO THE PROPER AND TRUE NAME OF IT, AND THE NAME OF THAT GOD UNDER WHOSE PROTECTION IT WAS; WHICH BEING KNOWN, THEY DID THEN WITH SOME VERSE CALL FORTH THE GODS THAT WERE THE PROTECTORS OF THAT CITY, AND DID CURSE THE INHABITANTS OF THAT CITY, SO AT LENGTH, THEIR GODS BEING ABSENT, DID OVERCOME THEM, AS VIRGIL SINGS: —THAT KEPT THIS REALM, OUR GODS THEIR ALTARS HAVE FORSOOK, AND BLEST ABODES. NOW THE VERSE WITH WHICH THE GODS WERE CALLED OUT AND THE ENEMIES WERE CURSED, WHEN THE CITY WAS ASSAULTED ROUND ABOUT, LET HIM THAT WOULD KNOW FIND IT OUT IN LIVY AND MARCROBIUS; BUT ALSO, MANY OF THESE SERENUS SAMONICUS, IN HIS BOOK OF SECRET THINGS, MAKES MENTION OF.
CHAPTER LXXI.
OF MANY WORDS JOINED TOGETHER, AS IN SENTENCES AND VERSES; AND OF THE VIRTUES AND ASTRICTIONS OF CHARMS.
BESIDES THE VIRTUES OF WORDS AND NAMES, THERE IS ALSO A GREATER VIRTUE FOUND IN SENTENCES, FROM THE TRUTH CONTAINED IN THEM, WHICH HATH A VERY GREAT POWER OF IMPRESSING, CHANGING, BINDING, AND ESTABLISHING, SO THAT BEING USED IT DOTH SHINE THE MORE, AND BEING RESISTED IS MORE CONFIRMED AND CONSOLIDATED; WHICH VIRTUE IS NOT IN SIMPLE WORDS, BUT IN SENTENCES, BY WHICH ANYTHING IS AFFIRMED OR DENIED; OF WHICH SORT ARE VERSES, ENCHANTMENTS, IMPRECATIONS, DEPRECATIONS, ORATIONS, INVOCATIONS, OBTESTATIONS, ADJURATIONS, CONJURATIONS, AND SUCH LIKE. THEREFORE, IN COMPOSING VERSES AND ORATIONS FOR ATTRACTING THE VIRTUE OF ANY STAR OR DEITY, YOU MUST DILIGENTLY CONSIDER WHAT VIRTUE ANY STAR CONTAINS, AS, ALSO, WHAT EFFECTS AND OPERATIONS, AND TO INFER THEM IN VERSES, BY PRAISING, EXTOLLING, AMPLIFYING, AND SETTING FORTH THOSE THINGS WHICH SUCH A KIND OF STAR IS WONT TO CAUSE BY WAY OF ITS INFLUENCE, AND BY VILIFYING AND DISPRAISING THOSE THINGS WHICH IT IS WONT TO DESTROY AND HINDER, AND BY SUPPLICATING AND BEGGING FOR THAT WHICH WE DESIRE TO GET, AND BY CONDEMNING AND DETESTING THAT WHICH WE WOULD HAVE DESTROYED AND HINDERED; AND AFTER THE SAME MANNER TO MAKE AN ELEGANT ORATION, AND DULY DISTINCT, BY ARTICLES, WITH COMPETENT NUMBERS AND PROPORTIONS. MOREOVER, MAGICIANS COMMAND THAT WE CALL UPON AND PRAY BY THE NAMES OF THE SAME STAR, OR NAME TO THEM TO WHOM SUCH A VERSE BELONGS, BY THEIR WONDERFUL THINGS, OR MIRACLES, BY THEIR COURSES AND WAYS IN THEIR SPHERE, BY THEIR LIGHT, BY THE DIGNITY OF THEIR KINGDOM, BY THE BEAUTY AND BRIGHTNESS THAT IS IN IT, BY THEIR STRONG AND POWERFUL VIRTUES, AND BY SUCH LIKE THINGS AS THESE. AS [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] PSYCHE, IN APULEIUS, PRAYS TO CERES, SAYING, "I BESEECH THEE BY THY FRUITFUL RIGHT HAND, I INTREAT THEE BY THE JOYFUL CEREMONIES OF HARVESTS, BY THE QUIET SILENCE OF THY CHESTS, BY THE WINGED CHARIOTS OF DRAGONS, THY SERVANTS, BY THE FURROWS OF THE SICILIAN EARTH, THE DEVOURING WAGON, THE CLAMMY EARTH, BY THE PLACE OF GOING DOWN INTO CELLARS AT THE LIGHT NUPTIALS OF PROSERPINA, AND RETURNS AT THE LIGHT INVENTIONS OF HER DAUGHTER, AND OTHER THINGS WHICH ARE CONCEALED IN HER TEMPLE IN THE CITY OF ELEUSIS, IN ATTICA." BESIDES, WITH THE DIVER’S SORTS OF THE NAMES OF THE STARS, THEY COMMAND US TO CALL UPON THEM BY THE NAMES OF THE INTELLIGENCES RULING OVER THE STARS THEMSELVES, OF WHICH WE SHALL SPEAK MORE AT LARGE IN THEIR PROPER PLACE. THEY THAT DESIRE FURTHER EXAMPLES OF THESE, LET THEM SEARCH INTO THE HYMNS OF ORPHEUS, THAN WHICH NOTHING IS MORE EFFICACIOUS IN NATURAL MAGIC, IF THEY, TOGETHER WITH THEIR CIRCUMSTANCES, WHICH WISE MEN KNOW, BE USED ACCORDING TO A DUE HARMONY WITH ALL ATTENTION. BUT TO RETURN TO OUR PURPOSE. SUCH LIKE VERSES, BEING APTLY AND DULY MADE, ACCORDING TO THE RULE OF THE STARS, AND BEING FULL OF SIGNIFICATION AND MEANING, AND OPPORTUNELY PRONOUNCED WITH VEHEMENT AFFECTION (AS ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER AND THE PROPORTION OF THEIR ARTICLES, SO ACCORDING TO THE FORM RESULTING FROM THE ARTICLES) AND, BY THE VIOLENCE OF IMAGINATION, DO CONFER A VERY GREAT POWER IN THE ENCHANTER, AND SOMETIMES TRANSFERS IT UPON THE THING ENCHANTED, TO BIND AND DIRECT IT TO THE SAME PURPOSE FOR WHICH THE AFFECTIONS AND SPEECHES OF THE ENCHANTER ARE INTENDED. NOW, THE INSTRUMENT OF ENCHANTERS IS A MOST PURE, HARMONICAL SPIRIT—WARM, BREATHING, LIVING, BRINGING WITH IT MOTION, AFFECTION, AND SIGNIFICATION; COMPOSED OF ITS PARTS, ENDUED WITH SENSE, AND CONCEIVED BY REASON. BY THE QUALITY, THEREFORE, OF THIS SPIRIT, AND BY THE CELESTIAL SIMILITUDE, THEREOF (BESIDES THOSE THINGS WHICH HAVE ALREADY BEEN SPOKEN OF) VERSES, ALSO, FROM THE OPPORTUNITY OF TIME, RECEIVE FROM ABOVE MOST EXCELLENT VIRTUES; AND, INDEED, ARE MORE SUBLIME AND EFFICACIOUS THAN SPIRITS, AND. VAPORS EXHALING OUT OF THE VEGETABLE LIFE, SUCH AS HERBS, ROOTS, GUMS, AROMATICAL THINGS, AND FUMES AND SUCH LIKE. AND, THEREFORE, MAGICIANS ENCHANTING THINGS, ARE WONT TO BLOW AND BREATHE UPON THEM THE WORDS OF THE VERSE, OR TO BREATHE IN THE VIRTUE WITH THE SPIRIT, THAT SO THE WHOLE VIRTUE OF THE SOUL BE DIRECTED TO THE THING ENCHANTED, BEING DISPOSED FOR THE RECEIVING OF SAID VIRTUE. AND HERE IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT EVERY ORATION, WRITING AND WORDS, AS THEY INDUCE ACCUSTOMED MOTIONS BY THEIR ACCUSTOMED NUMBERS, PROPORTIONS, AND FORM, SO (BESIDES THEIR USUAL ORDER) BEING PRONOUNCED, OR WROTE BACKWARDS, MOVE UNTO UNUSUAL EFFECTS.
CHAPTER LXXII.
OF THE WONDERFUL POWER OF ENCHANTMENTS.
THEY SAY THAT THE POWER OF ENCHANTMENTS AND VERSES IS, SO GREAT, THAT IT IS BELIEVED THEY ARE ABLE TO SUBVERT ALMOST ALL NATURE. APULEIUS SAITH THAT WITH A MAGICAL WHISPERING, SWIFT RIVERS ARE TURNED BACK, THE SLOW SEA IS BOUND, THE WINDS ARE BREATHED OUT WITH ONE ACCORD, THE SUN IS STOPPED, THE MOON IS CLARIFIED, THE STARS ARE PULLED OUT, THE DAY IS KEPT BACK, THE NIGHT IS PROLONGED; AND OF THESE THINGS LUCAN WRITES: THE COURSES OF ALL THINGS DID CEASE, THE NIGHT PROLONGED WAS, ’TWAS LONG BEFORE ’TWAS LIGHT; ASTONIED WAS THE HEADLONG WORLD—ALL THIS WAS BY THE HEARING OF A VERSE. AND A LITTLE BEFORE: THESSALIAN VERSE DID INTO HIS HEART SO FLOW, THAT IT DID MAKE A GREATER HEAT OF LOVE. AND ELSEWHERE: NO DREGS OF POISON BEING BY HIM DRUNK; HIS WITS DECAYED ENCHANTED——ALSO, VIRGIL, IN DAMON, CHARMS CAN COMMAND THE MOON DOWN FROM THE SKY; CIRCE'S CHARMS CHANGED ULYSSES’ COMPANY. A COLD SNAKE, BEING CHARMED, BURST——AND OVID, IN HIS UNTITLED BOOK, SAITH: WITH CHARMS DOTH WITH 'RING CERES DYE, DRIED ARE THE FOUNTAINS ALL, ACORNS FROM OAKES, ENCHANTED GRAPES, AND APPLES FROM TREES FALL. IF THESE THINGS WERE NOT TRUE, THERE WOULD NOT BE SUCH STRICT PENAL STATUTES MADE AGAINST THEM THAT SHOULD ENCHANT FRUIT. AND TIBULLUS SAITH OF A CERTAIN ENCHANTRESS: HER WITH CHARMS DRAWING STARS FROM HEAVEN, I, AND TURNING THE COURSE OF RIVERS, DID ESPY; SHE PARTS THE EARTH, AND GHOSTS FROM SEPULCHERS DRAWS UP, AND FETCHES BONES AWAY FROM THE FIRES, AND AT HER PLEASURE SCATTERS CLOUDS IN THE AIR, AND MAKES IT SNOW IN SUMMER HOT AND FAIR. OF ALL WHICH THAT ENCHANTRESS SEEMS TO BOAST HERSELF IN OVID, WHEN SHE SAITH: AT WILL, I MAKE SWIFT STREAMS RETIRE TO THEIR FOUNTAINS, WHILST THEIR BANKS ADMIRE; SEA TOSS AND SMOOTH; CLEAR CLOUDS WITH CLOUDS DEFORM. WITH SPELLS AND CHARMS, I BREAK THE VIPER'S JAW, CLEAVE SOLID ROCKS, OAKES FROM THEIR SEIZURES DRAW, WHOLE WOODS REMOVE, THE LOFTY MOUNTAINS SHAKE, EARTH FOR TO GROAN, AND GHOSTS FROM GRAVES AWAKE, AND THEE, O MOON, I DRAW——MOREOVER, ALL POETS SING, AND PHILOSOPHERS DO NOT DENY, THAT BY VERSES MANY WONDERFUL THINGS MAY BE DONE, AS CORN TO BE REMOVED, LIGHTNINGS TO BE COMMANDED, DISEASES TO BE CURED, AND THE LIKE. FOR CATO, HIMSELF, IN COUNTRY AFFAIRS, USED SOME ENCHANTMENTS AGAINST THE DISEASES OF BEASTS, WHICH AS YET ARE EXTANT IN HIS WRITINGS. ALSO, JOSEPHUS TESTIFIES THAT SOLOMON WAS SKILLED IN THOSE KINDS OF ENCHANTMENTS. ALSO CELSUS AFRICANUS REPORTS, ACCORDING TO THE EGYPTIAN DOCTRINE, THAT MAN'S BODY, ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF THE FACES OF THE ZODIAC SIGNS, WAS TAKEN CARE OF BY SO MANY, VIZ., THIRTY-SIX SPIRITS, WHEREOF EACH UNDERTAKE AND DEFEND THEIR PROPER PART, WHOSE NAMES THEY CALL WITH A PECULIAR VOICE, WHICH, BEING CALLED UPON, RESTORE TO HEALTH WITH THEIR ENCHANTMENTS, THE DISEASED PARTS OF THE BODY.
CHAPTER LXXIII.
OF THE VIRTUE OF WRITING, AND OF MAKING IMPRECATIONS, AND INSCRIPTIONS.
THE USE OF WORDS AND SPEECH IS TO EXPRESS THE INWARDS OF THE MIND, AND FROM THENCE TO DRAW FORTH THE SECRETS OF THE THOUGHTS, AND DO DECLARE THE WILL OF THE SPEAKER. NOW, WRITING IS THE LAST EXPRESSION OF THE MIND, AND IS THE NUMBER OF SPEECH AND VOICE, AS, ALSO, THE COLLECTION, STATE, END, CONTINUING, AND ITERATION, MAKING A HABIT, WHICH IS NOT PERFECTED WITH THE ACT OF ONE'S VOICE. AND WHATSOEVER IS IN THE MIND, IN VOICE, IN WORD, IN OPERATION, AND IN SPEECH, THE WHOLE AND ALL OF THIS IS IN WRITING ALSO. AND AS NOTHING WHICH IS CONCEIVED IN THE MIND IS NOT EXPRESSED BY VOICE, SO NOTHING WHICH IS EXPRESSED IS NOT ALSO WRITTEN. AND, THEREFORE, MAGICIANS COMMAND THAT IN EVERY WORK THERE BE IMPRECATIONS AND INSCRIPTIONS MADE, BY WHICH THE OPERATOR MAY, EXPRESS HIS AFFECTION; THAT IF HE GATHER AN HERB, OR A STONE, HE DECLARE FOR WHAT USE HE DOTH IT; IF HE MAKE A PICTURE, HE SAY AND WRITE TO WHAT END HE MAKES IT, WITH IMPRECATIONS AND INSCRIPTIONS. ALBERTUS, ALSO, IN HIS BOOK, CALLED THE SPECULUM, DOTH NOT DISALLOW THIS, WITHOUT WHICH ALL OUR WORKS WOULD NEVER BE BROUGHT INTO EFFECT, SEEING A DISPOSITION DOES NOT CAUSE AN EFFECT, BUT THE ACT OF THE DISPOSITION. WE FIND, ALSO, THAT THE SAME KIND OF PRECEPTS WAS IN USE AMONGST THE ANCIENTS, AS VIRGIL TESTIFIES WHEN HE SINGS: I WALK AROUND FIRST WITH THESE THREADS—IN NUMBER WHICH THREE ARE—’BOUT THE ALTARS, THRICE I SHALL THY IMAGE BEAR. AND A LITTLE AFTER: KNOTS, AMARYLLIS, TIE! OF COLORS THREE, THEN SAY, "THESE BONDS I KNIT FOR VENUS BE." AND IN THE SAME PLACE: AS WITH ONE FIRE THIS CLAY DOTH HARDER PROVE, THE WAX MORE-SOFT; SO, DAPHNIS, WITH OUR LOVE.
CHAPTER LXXIV.
OF THE PROPORTION, CORRESPONDENCY, AND REDUCTION OF LETTERS TO THE CELESTIAL SIGNS AND PLANETS, ACCORDING TO VARIOUS TONGUES, AND A TABLE THEREOF.
GOD GAVE TO MAN A MIND AND SPEECH, WHICH (AS SAITH MERCURIUS TRISMEGISTUS) ARE THOUGHT TO BE A GIFT OF THE SAME VIRTUE, POWER, AND IMMORTALITY. THE OMNIPOTENT GOD HATH BY HIS PROVIDENCE DIVIDED THE SPEECH OF MEN INTO DIVERS LANGUAGES, WHICH LANGUAGES HAVE, ACCORDING TO THEIR DIVERSITY, RECEIVED DIVERS AND PROPER CHARACTERS OF WRITING, CONSISTING IN THEIR CERTAIN ORDER, NUMBER, AND FIGURE, NOT SO DISPOSED AND FORMED BY HAP OR CHANCE, NOR BY THE WEAK JUDGMENT OF MAN, BUT FROM ABOVE, WHEREBY THEY AGREE WITH THE CELESTIAL AND DIVINE BODIES AND VIRTUES. BUT BEFORE ALL NOTES OF LANGUAGES, THE WRITING OF THE HEBREWS IS, OF ALL, THE MOST SACRED IN THE FIGURES OF CHARACTERS, POINTS OF VOWELS, AND TOPS OF ACCENTS; OR CONSISTING IN MATTER, FORM, AND SPIRIT. THE POSITION OF THE STARS BEING FIRST MADE IN THE SEAT OF GOD, WHICH IS HEAVEN, AFTER THE FIGURE OF THEM (AS THE MASTERS OF THE HEBREWS TESTIFY) ARE MOST FULLY FORMED THE LETTERS OF THE CELESTIAL MYSTERIES, AS BY THEIR FIGURE, FORM, AND SIGNIFICATION, SO BY THE NUMBERS SIGNIFIED BY THEM, AND ALSO BY THE VARIOUS HARMONIES OF THEIR CONJUNCTION. WHENCE THE MORE CURIOUS MECUBALS OF THE HEBREWS DO UNDERTAKE—BY THE FIGURE OF THEIR LETTERS, THE FORMS OF CHARACTERS, AND THEIR SIGNATURE, SIMPLENESS OR COMPOSITION, SEPARATION, CROOKEDNESS OR DIRECTNESS, DEFECT, ABOUNDING, GREATNESS OR LITTLENESS, CROWNING, OPENING OR SHUTTING, ORDER, TRANSMUTATION, JOINING TOGETHER, REVOLUTION OF LETTERS, AND OF POINTS, AND TOPS, BY THE SUPPUTATION OF NUMBERS, AND BY THE LETTERS OF THINGS SIGNIFIED—TO EXPLAIN ALL THINGS; HOW THEY PROCEED FROM THE FIRST CAUSE, AND ARE AGAIN TO BE REDUCED INTO THE SAME. MOREOVER, THEY DIVIDE THE LETTERS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET, VIZ., INTO TWELVE SIMPLE, SEVEN DOUBLE, AND THREE MOTHERS, WHICH, THEY SAY, SIGNIFY AS CHARACTERS OF THINGS—THE TWELVE SIGNS, SEVEN PLANETS, AND THREE ELEMENTS, VIZ., FIRE, WATER, AND EARTH; FOR THEY ACCOUNT AIR NO ELEMENT, BUT AS THE GLUE AND SPIRIT OF THE ELEMENTS. TO THESE, ALSO, THEY APPOINT POINTS AND TOPS. AS, THEREFORE, BY THE ASPECTS OF PLANETS AND SIGNS, TOGETHER WITH THE ELEMENTS (THE WORKING SPIRIT AND TRUTH), ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN AND ARE BROUGHT FORTH. SO, BY THESE CHARACTERS OF LETTERS AND POINTS, SIGNIFYING THOSE THINGS THAT ARE BROUGHT FORTH, THE NAMES OF ALL THINGS ARE APPOINTED, AS CERTAIN SIGNS AND VEHICLES OF THINGS EXPLAINED, CARRYING WITH THEM EVERYWHERE THEIR ESSENCE AND VIRTUES. THE PROFOUND MEANINGS AND SIGNS ARE INHERENT IN THOSE CHARACTERS, AND FIGURES OF THEM, AS ALSO NUMBERS, PLACE, ORDER, AND REVOLUTION; SO THAT ORIGENES, THEREFORE, THOUGHT THAT THOSE NAMES, WHEN TRANSLATED INTO ANOTHER IDIOM, DO NOT RETAIN THEIR PROPER VIRTUE. FOR ONLY THE ORIGINAL NAMES, WHICH ARE RIGHTLY IMPOSED, BECAUSE THEY SIGNIFY NATURALLY AND HAVE A NATURAL ACTIVITY. IT IS NOT SO WITH THEM WHICH SIGNIFY AT PLEASURE, WHICH HAVE NO ACTIVITY AS THEY ARE SIGNIFYING, AS THEY ARE BUT CERTAIN NATURAL THINGS IN THEMSELVES. NOW, IF THERE BE ANY LANGUAGE WHOSE WORDS HAVE A NATURAL SIGNIFICATION, IT IS MANIFEST THAT THIS IS THE HEBREW; THE ORDER OF WHICH HE THAT SHALL PROFOUNDLY AND RADICALLY OBSERVE, AND SHALL KNOW TO RESOLVE PROPORTIONABLY THE LETTERS THEREOF, SHALL HAVE A RULE EXACTLY TO FIND OUT ANY IDIOM. THERE ARE, THEREFORE, TWO AND TWENTY LETTERS, WHICH ARE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, AND OF CREATURES THAT ARE, AND ARE NAMED IN IT, AND EVERY SAYING AND EVERY CREATURE ARE OF THEM, AND BY THEIR REVOLUTIONS RECEIVE THEIR NAME, BEING, AND VIRTUE. HE, THEREFORE, THAT WILL FIND THEM OUT, MUST BY EACH JOINING TOGETHER OF THE LETTERS SO LONG EXAMINE THEM, UNTIL THE VOICE OF GOD IS MANIFEST, AND THE FRAMING OF THE MOST SACRED LETTERS BE OPENED AND DISCOVERED; FOR HENCE VOICES AND WORDS HAVE EFFICACY IN MAGICAL WORKS, BECAUSE THAT IN WHICH NATURE FIRST EXERCISES MAGICAL EFFICACY IS THE VOICE OF GOD. BUT THESE ARE OF MORE DEEP SPECULATION THAN TO BE HANDLED IN THIS BOOK. TO RETURN TO THE DIVISION OF THE LETTERS: OF THESE, AMONGST THE HEBREWS, ARE THREE MOTHERS, VIZ., ‏י‎, ‏ו‎, ‏א‎; SEVEN DOUBLE, VIZ., ‏ת‎, ‏ר‎, ‏פ‎, ‏כ‎, ‏ד‎, ‏נ‎, ‏ב‎. THE OTHER TWELVE, VIZ., ‏ש‎, ‏ק‎, ‏צ‎, ‏ע‎, ‏ס‎, ‏ג‎, ‏מ‎, ‏ל‎, ‏ט‎, ‏ח‎, ‏ז‎, ‏ה‎, ARE SIMPLE. THE RULE IS THE SAME AMONGST THE CHALDEANS, AND, BY THE IMITATION OF THOSE ABOVE, ALSO THE LETTERS OF OTHER TONGUES ARE DISTRIBUTED TO THE SIGNS, PLANETS, AND ELEMENTS, AFTER THEIR ORDER. FOR THE VOWELS IN THE GREEK TONGUE ANSWER TO THE SEVEN PLANETS, AND THE OTHERS ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC, THE FOUR ELEMENTS, AND THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD. AMONGST THE LATINS THERE IS THE SAME SIGNIFICATION OF THEM. FOR THE FIVE VOWELS A, E, I, O, U, AND J AND V, CONSONANTS, ARE ASCRIBED TO THE SEVEN PLANETS, AND THE CONSONANTS, B, C, D, F, G, L, M, N, P, R, S, T, ARE ANSWERABLE TO THE TWELVE SIGNS. THE REST, VIZ., K, Q, X, Z, MAKE THE ELEMENTS. H THE ASPIRATION, REPRESENTS THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD. Y, BECAUSE IT IS A GREEK, AND NOT A LATIN CHARACTER, AND SERVING ONLY TO GREEK WORDS, FOLLOWS THE NATURE OF ITS IDIOM. BUT THIS YOU MUST NOT BE IGNORANT OF, THAT IT IS OBSERVED BY ALL WISE MEN, THAT THE HEBREW LETTERS ARE THE MOST EFFICACIOUS OF ALL, BECAUSE THEY HAVE THE GREATEST SIMILITUDE WITH CELESTIALS AND THE WORLD, AND THAT THE LETTERS OF THE OTHER TONGUES HAVE NOT SO GREAT AN EFFICACY BECAUSE THEY ARE MORE DISTANT FROM THEM. NOW THE DISPOSITION OF THESE THE FOLLOWING TABLE WILL EXPLAIN. ALSO, ALL THE LETTERS HAVE DOUBLE NUMBERS OF THEIR ORDER, VIZ., EXTENDED, WHICH SIMPLY EXPRESS OF WHAT NUMBER THE LETTERS ARE, ACCORDING TO THEIR ORDER; AND COLLECTED, WHICH RE-COLLECT WITH THEMSELVES THE NUMBERS OF ALL THE PRECEDING LETTERS. ALSO, THEY HAVE INTEGRAL NUMBERS, WHICH RESULT FROM THE NAMES OF LETTERS, ACCORDING TO THEIR VARIOUS MANNERS OF NUMBERING. THE VIRTUES OF WHICH NUMBERS, HE THAT SHALL KNOW, SHALL BE ABLE IN EVERY TONGUE TO DRAW FORTH WONDERFUL MYSTERIES BY THEIR LETTERS, AS ALSO TO TELL WHAT THINGS HAVE BEEN PAST, AND FORETELL THINGS TO COME. THERE ARE ALSO OTHER MYSTERIOUS JOINING’S OF LETTERS WITH NUMBERS, BUT WE SHALL ABUNDANTLY DISCOURSE OF ALL THESE IN THE FOLLOWING BOOKS. WHEREFORE WE WILL NOW PUT AN END TO THIS FIRST BOOK. THE TABLE ABOVE REFERRED TO, ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE, IS FROM THE ENGLISH EDITION OF 1651. THE READER WILL ALSO FIND A TABLE OF THE CABALA ELSEWHERE IN THIS VOLUME. AT THIS PLACE WE INSERT MR. HENRY MORLEY'S APPROPRIATE CRITICISM ON AGRIPPA'S BOOK OF NATURAL MAGIC.
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EGYPTIAN MAGIC.
CHAPTER I. ANTIQUITY OF MAGICAL PRACTICES IN EGYPT.
IN THE FIRST VOLUME OF THIS SERIES AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO SET BEFORE THE READER A STATEMENT OF THE IDEAS AND BELIEFS WHICH THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS HELD IN RESPECT OF GOD, THE "GODS," THE JUDGMENT, THE RESURRECTION, AND IMMORTALITY; IN SHORT, TO SKETCH IN BRIEF OUTLINE MUCH OF WHAT WAS BEAUTIFUL, AND NOBLE, AND SUBLIME IN THEIR RELIGION. THE FACTS OF THIS STATEMENT WERE DERIVED WHOLLY FROM NATIVE RELIGIOUS WORKS, THE LATEST OF WHICH IS SOME THOUSANDS OF YEARS OLD, AND THE EARLIEST OF WHICH MAY BE SAID TO POSSESS AN ANTIQUITY OF BETWEEN SIX AND SEVEN THOUSAND YEARS; THE EXTRACTS QUOTED IN SUPPORT OF THE DEDUCTIONS SET FORTH IN IT WERE INTENDED TO ENABLE THE READER TO JUDGE FOR HIMSELF AS TO THE GENERAL ACCURACY OF THE CONCLUSIONS THERE GIVEN. MANY WRITERS ON THE EGYPTIAN RELIGION HAVE SOMEWHAT BLINKED THE FACT THAT IT HAD TWO SIDES; ON THE ONE IT CLOSELY RESEMBLES IN MANY RESPECTS THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION OF TO-DAY, AND ON THE OTHER THE RELIGION OF MANY OF THE SECTS WHICH FLOURISHED IN THE FIRST THREE OR FOUR CENTURIES OF OUR ERA, AND WHICH MAY BE SAID TO HAVE HELD BELIEFS WHICH WERE PART CHRISTIAN AND PART NON-CHRISTIAN. IN ITS NON-CHRISTIAN ASPECT, IT REPRESENTS A COLLECTION OF IDEAS AND SUPERSTITIONS WHICH BELONG TO A SAVAGE OR SEMI-SAVAGE STATE OF EXISTENCE, AND WHICH MAINTAINED THEIR HOLD IN A DEGREE UPON THE MINDS OF THE EGYPTIANS LONG AFTER THEY HAD ADVANCED TO A HIGH STATE OF CIVILIZATION. WE MAY THINK THAT SUCH IDEAS AND BELIEFS ARE BOTH CHILDISH AND FOOLISH, BUT THERE IS NO POSSIBLE REASON FOR DOUBTING THAT THEY WERE VERY REAL THINGS TO THOSE WHO HELD THEM, AND WHETHER THEY ARE CHILDISH OR FOOLISH OR BOTH THEY CERTAINLY PASSED INTO THE RELIGION OF THE PEOPLE OF EGYPT, WHEREIN THEY GREW AND FLOURISHED, AND WERE, AT LEAST MANY OF THEM, ADOPTED BY THE EGYPTIAN CONVERTS TO CHRISTIANITY, OR COPTS. REFERENCE IS MADE TO THEM IN THE BEST CLASSICAL WORKS OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS, AND IT IS MORE THAN PROBABLE THAT FROM THEM THEY FOUND THEIR WAY INTO THE LITERATURES OF THE OTHER GREAT NATIONS OF ANTIQUITY, AND THROUGH THE GREEKS, ROMANS, ARABS, AND OTHERS INTO THE COUNTRIES OF EUROPE. IN THE FOLLOWING PAGES AN ATTEMPT WILL BE MADE TO PLACE IN THE READER'S HANDS THE EVIDENCE AS TO THE MAGICAL SIDE OF THE EGYPTIAN RELIGION, WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN OUT OF PLACE IN THE FORMER WORK, THE OBJECT OF WHICH WAS TO DESCRIBE BELIEFS OF A MORE SPIRITUAL NATURE. BUT, AS IN THE BOOK ON THE EGYPTIAN IDEAS OF THE FUTURE LIFE, THE FACTS HERE GIVEN ARE DRAWN FROM PAPYRI AND OTHER NATIVE DOCUMENTS, AND THE EXTRACTS ARE QUOTED FROM COMPOSITIONS WHICH WERE ACTUALLY EMPLOYED BY THE EGYPTIANS TO PRODUCE MAGICAL EFFECTS. THE "MAGIC" OF THE EGYPTIANS WAS OF TWO KINDS: (1) THAT WHICH WAS EMPLOYED FOR LEGITIMATE PURPOSES AND WITH THE IDEA OF BENEFITING EITHER THE LIVING OR THE DEAD, AND (2) THAT WHICH WAS MADE USE OF IN THE FURTHERANCE OF NEFARIOUS PLOTS AND SCHEMES AND WAS INTENDED TO BRING CALAMITIES UPON THOSE AGAINST WHOM IT WAS DIRECTED. IN THE RELIGIOUS TEXTS AND WORKS WE SEE HOW MAGIC IS MADE TO BE THE HANDMAIDEN OF RELIGION, AND HOW IT APPEARS IN CERTAIN PASSAGES SIDE BY SIDE WITH THE MOST EXALTED SPIRITUAL CONCEPTIONS; AND THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT THAT THE CHIEF OBJECT OF MAGICAL BOOKS AND CEREMONIES WAS TO BENEFIT THOSE WHO HAD BY SOME MEANS ATTAINED SUFFICIENT KNOWLEDGE TO MAKE USE OF THEM. BUT THE EGYPTIANS WERE UNFORTUNATE ENOUGH NOT TO BE UNDERSTOOD BY MANY OF THE STRANGERS WHO FOUND THEIR WAY INTO THEIR COUNTRY, AND AS A RESULT WRONG AND EXAGGERATED IDEAS OF THEIR RELIGION WERE CIRCULATED AMONG THE SURROUNDING NATIONS, AND THE MAGICAL CEREMONIES WHICH WERE PERFORMED AT THEIR FUNERALS WERE REPRESENTED BY THE IGNORANT EITHER AS SILLY ACTS OF SUPERSTITION OR AS TRICKS OF THE "BLACK" ART. BUT WHEREAS THE MAGIC OF EVERY OTHER NATION OF THE ANCIENT EAST WAS DIRECTED ENTIRELY AGAINST THE POWERS OF DARKNESS, AND WAS INVENTED IN ORDER TO FRUSTRATE THEIR FELL DESIGNS BY INVOKING A CLASS OF BENEVOLENT BEINGS TO THEIR AID, THE EGYPTIANS AIMED BEING ABLE TO COMMAND THEIR GODS TO WORK FOR THEM, AND TO COMPEL THEM TO APPEAR AT THEIR DESIRE. THESE GREAT RESULTS WERE TO BE OBTAINED BY THE USE OF CERTAIN WORDS WHICH, TO BE EFFICACIOUS, MUST BE UTTERED IN A PROPER TONE OF VOICE BY A DULY QUALIFIED MAN; SUCH WORDS MIGHT BE WRITTEN UPON SOME SUBSTANCE, PAPYRUS, PRECIOUS STONES, AND THE LIKE, AND WORN ON THE PERSON, WHEN THEIR EFFECT COULD BE TRANSMITTED TO ANY DISTANCE. AS ALMOST EVERY MAN, WOMAN, AND CHILD IN EGYPT WHO COULD AFFORD IT WORE SOME SUCH CHARM OR TALISMAN, IT IS NOT TO BE WONDERED AT THAT THE EGYPTIANS WERE AT A VERY EARLY PERIOD REGARDED AS A NATION OF MAGICIANS AND SORCERERS. HEBREW, AND GREEK, AND ROMAN WRITERS REFERRED TO THEM AS EXPERTS IN THE OCCULT SCIENCES, AND AS THE POSSESSORS OF POWERS WHICH COULD, ACCORDING TO CIRCUMSTANCES, BE EMPLOYED TO DO EITHER GOOD OR HARM TO MAN. FROM THE HEBREWS WE RECEIVE, INCIDENTALLY, IT IS TRUE, CONSIDERABLE INFORMATION ABOUT THE POWERS OF THE EGYPTIAN MAGICIAN. SAINT STEPHEN BOASTS THAT THE GREAT LEGISLATOR MOSES "WAS LEARNED IN ALL THE WISDOM OF THE EGYPTIANS," AND DECLARES THAT HE "WAS MIGHTY IN WORDS AND IN DEEDS," AND THERE ARE NUMEROUS FEATURES IN THE LIFE OF THIS REMARKABLE MAN WHICH SHEW THAT HE WAS ACQUAINTED WITH MANY OF THE PRACTICES OF EGYPTIAN MAGIC. THE PHRASE "MIGHTY IN WORDS" PROBABLY MEANS THAT, LIKE THE GODDESS ISIS, HE WAS "STRONG OF TONGUE" AND UTTERED THE WORDS OF POWER WHICH HE KNEW WITH CORRECT PRONUNCIATION, AND HALTED NOT IN HIS SPEECH, AND WAS PERFECT BOTH IN GIVING THE COMMAND AND IN SAYING THE WORD. THE TURNING OF A SERPENT INTO WHAT IS APPARENTLY AN INANIMATE, WOODEN STICK, AND THE TURNING OF THE STICK BACK INTO A WRITHING SNAKE, ARE FEATS WHICH HAVE BEEN PERFORMED IN THE EAST FROM THE MOST ANCIENT PERIOD; AND THE POWER TO CONTROL AND DIRECT THE MOVEMENTS OF SUCH VENOMOUS REPTILES WAS ONE OF THE THINGS OF WHICH THE EGYPTIAN WAS MOST PROUD, AND IN WHICH HE WAS MOST SKILLFUL, ALREADY IN THE TIME WHEN THE PYRAMIDS WERE BEING BUILT. BUT THIS WAS BY NO MEANS THE ONLY PROOF WHICH MOSES GIVES THAT HE WAS VERSED IN THE MAGIC OF THE EGYPTIANS, FOR, LIKE THE SAGE ÂBA-ANER AND KING NECTANEBUS, AND ALL THE OTHER MAGICIANS OF EGYPT FROM TIME IMMEMORIAL, HE AND AARON POSSESSED A WONDERFUL ROD BY MEANS OF WHICH THEY WORKED THEIR WONDERS. AT THE WORD OF MOSES AARON LIFTED UP HIS ROD AND SMOTE THE WATERS AND THEY BECAME BLOOD; HE STRETCHED IT OUT OVER THE WATERS, AND FROGS INNUMERABLE APPEARED; WHEN THE DUST WAS SMITTEN BY THE ROD IT BECAME LICE; AND SO ON. MOSES SPRINKLED ASHES "TOWARD HEAVEN," AND IT BECAME BOILS AND BLAINS UPON MAN AND BEAST; HE STRETCHED OUT HIS ROD, AND THERE WAS "HAIL, AND FIRE MINGLED WITH THE HAIL, VERY GRIEVOUS," AND THE "FLAX AND THE BARLEY WAS SMITTEN;" HE STRETCHED OUT HIS ROD AND THE LOCUSTS CAME, AND AFTER THEM THE DARKNESS. NOW MOSES DID ALL THESE THINGS, AND BROUGHT ABOUT THE DEATH OF THE FIRSTBORN AMONG THE EGYPTIANS BY THE COMMAND OF HIS GOD, AND BY MEANS OF THE WORDS WHICH HE TOLD HIM TO SPEAK. BUT ALTHOUGH WE ARE TOLD BY THE HEBREW WRITER THAT THE EGYPTIAN MAGICIANS COULD NOT IMITATE ALL THE MIRACLES OF MOSES, IT IS QUITE CERTAIN THAT EVERY EGYPTIAN MAGICIAN BELIEVED THAT HE COULD PERFORM THINGS EQUALLY MARVELOUS BY MERELY UTTERING THE NAME OF ONE OF HIS GODS, OR THROUGH THE WORDS OF POWER WHICH HE HAD LEARNED TO RECITE; AND THERE ARE MANY INSTANCES ON RECORD OF EGYPTIAN MAGICIANS UTTERLY DESTROYING THEIR ENEMIES BY THE RECITAL OF A FEW WORDS POSSESSED OF MAGICAL POWER, AND, BY THE PERFORMANCE OF SOME, APPARENTLY, SIMPLE CEREMONY. BUT ONE GREAT DISTINCTION MUST BE MADE BETWEEN THE MAGIC OF MOSES AND THAT OF THE EGYPTIANS AMONG WHOM HE LIVED; THE FORMER WAS WROUGHT BY THE COMMAND OF THE GOD OF THE HEBREWS, BUT THE LATTER BY THE GODS OF EGYPT AT THE COMMAND OF MAN. LATER ON, IN THE HISTORY OF MOSES' DEALINGS WITH THE EGYPTIANS WE FIND THE ACCOUNT OF HOW "HE STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND OVER THE SEA, AND THE LORD CAUSED THE SEA TO GO BACK BY A STRONG EAST WIND ALL THAT NIGHT, AND MADE THE SEA DRY LAND, AND THE WATERS WERE DIVIDED. AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WENT INTO THE MIDST OF THE SEA UPON THE DRY GROUND; AND THE WATERS WERE A WALL UNTO THEM ON THEIR RIGHT HAND, AND ON THEIR LEFT." WHEN THE EGYPTIANS HAD COME BETWEEN THE TWO WALLS OF WATER, BY GOD'S COMMAND MOSES STRETCHED FORTH HIS HAND OVER THE SEA, "AND THE SEA RETURNED TO HIS STRENGTH," AND THE "WATERS RETURNED, AND COVERED THE CHARIOTS, AND THE HORSEMEN, AND ALL THE HOST OF PHARAOH THAT CAME INTO THE SEA AFTER THEM." BUT THE COMMAND OF THE WATERS OF THE SEA OR RIVER WAS CLAIMED BY THE EGYPTIAN MAGICIAN LONG BEFORE THE TIME OF MOSES, AS WE MAY SEE FROM AN INTERESTING STORY PRESERVED IN THE WESTCAR PAPYRUS. THIS DOCUMENT WAS WRITTEN IN THE EARLY PART OF THE XVIIITH DYNASTY, ABOUT B.C. 1550 BUT IT IS CLEAR THAT THE STORIES IN IT DATE FROM THE EARLY EMPIRE, AND ARE IN FACT AS OLD AS THE GREAT PYRAMID. THE STORY IS RELATED TO KING KHUFU (CHEOPS) BY BAIU-F-RÂ AS AN EVENT WHICH HAPPENED IN THE TIME OF THE KING'S FATHER, AND AS A PROOF OF THE WONDERFUL POWERS OF MAGIC WHICH WERE POSSESSED BY THE PRIEST CALLED TCHATCHA-EM-ÂNKH. IT SEEMS THAT ON A CERTAIN DAY KING SENEFERU WAS IN LOW SPIRITS, AND HE APPLIED TO THE NOBLES OF HIS ROYAL HOUSEHOLD EXPECTING THAT THEY WOULD FIND SOME MEANS WHEREBY HIS HEART MIGHT BE MADE GLAD; BUT AS THEY COULD DO NOTHING TO CHEER UP THE KING, HE GAVE ORDERS THAT THE PRIEST AND WRITER OF BOOKS, TCHATCHA-EM-ÂNKH, SHOULD BE BROUGHT INTO HIS PRESENCE IMMEDIATELY, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ROYAL COMMAND HE WAS AT ONCE BROUGHT. WHEN HE HAD ARRIVED, SENEFERU SAID TO HIM, "MY BROTHER, I TURNED TO THE NOBLES OF MY ROYAL HOUSEHOLD SEEKING FOR SOME MEANS WHEREBY I MIGHT CHEER MY HEART, BUT THEY HAVE FOUND NOTHING FOR ME." THEN THE PRIEST MADE ANSWER AND ADVISED THE KING TO BETAKE HIMSELF TO THE LAKE NEAR THE PALACE, AND TO GO FOR A SAIL ON IT IN A BOAT WHICH HAD BEEN COMFORTABLY FURNISHED WITH THINGS FROM THE ROYAL HOUSE. "FOR," SAID HE, "THE HEART OF THY MAJESTY WILL REJOICE AND BE GLAD WHEN THOU SAILEST ABOUT HITHER AND THITHER, AND DOST SEE THE BEAUTIFUL THICKETS WHICH ARE ON THE LAKE, AND WHEN THOU SEE THE PRETTY BANKS THEREOF AND THE BEAUTIFUL FIELDS THEN SHALL THY HEART FEEL HAPPINESS." HE NEXT BEGGED THAT THE KING WOULD ALLOW HIM TO ORGANIZE THE JOURNEY, AND ASKED HIS PERMISSION TO LET HIM BRING TWENTY EBONY PADDLES INLAID WITH GOLD, AND ALSO TWENTY YOUNG VIRGINS HAVING BEAUTIFUL HEADS OF HAIR AND LOVELY FORMS AND SHAPELY LIMBS, AND TWENTY NETS WHEREIN THESE VIRGINS MAY ARRAY THEMSELVES INSTEAD OF IN THEIR OWN ORDINARY GARMENTS. THE VIRGINS WERE TO ROW AND SING TO HIS MAJESTY. TO THESE PROPOSALS THE KING ASSENTED, AND WHEN ALL WAS READY, HE TOOK HIS PLACE IN THE BOAT; WHILE THE YOUNG WOMEN WERE ROWING HIM ABOUT HITHER AND THITHER THE KING WATCHED THEM, AND HIS HEART BECAME RELEASED FROM CARE. NOW AS ONE OF THE YOUNG WOMEN WAS ROWING, SHE ENTANGLED HERSELF IN SOME WAY IN HER HAIR, AND ONE OF HER ORNAMENTS WHICH WAS MADE OF "NEW TURQUOISE" FELL INTO THE WATER AND SANK; SHE CEASED TO ROW, AND NOT HERSELF ONLY, BUT ALL THE OTHER MAIDENS CEASED TO ROW ALSO. WHEN THE KING SAW THAT THE MAIDENS HAD CEASED FROM THEIR WORK, HE SAID TO THEM, "WILL YE NOT ROW?" AND THEY REPLIED, "OUR LEADER HAS CEASED TO ROW." THEN TURNING TO THE MAIDEN WHO HAD DROPPED HER ORNAMENT OVERBOARD, HE ASKED HER WHY SHE WAS NOT ROWING, WHEREUPON SHE TOLD HIM WHAT HAD HAPPENED. ON THIS THE KING PROMISED THAT HE WOULD GET BACK THE ORNAMENT FOR HER. THEN THE KING COMMANDED THAT TCHATCHA-EM-ÂNKH SHOULD APPEAR BEFORE HIM AT ONCE, AND AS SOON AS THE SAGE HAD BEEN BROUGHT INTO HIS PRESENCE HE SAID TO HIM, "O TCHATCHA-EM-ÂNKH, MY BROTHER, I HAVE DONE ACCORDING TO THY WORDS, AND THE HEART OF MY MAJESTY BECAME GLAD WHEN I SAW HOW THE MAIDENS ROWED. BUT NOW, AN ORNAMENT WHICH IS MADE OF NEW TURQUOISE AND BELONGS TO ONE OF THE MAIDENS WHO ROW HATH FALLEN INTO THE WATER, AND SHE HATH IN CONSEQUENCE BECOME SILENT, AND HATH CEASED TO ROW, AND HATH DISTURBED THE ROWING OF THOSE IN HER COMPANY. I SAID TO HER, 'WHY DOST THOU NOT ROW?' AND SHE REPLIED, 'AN ORNAMENT [OF MINE] MADE OF NEW TURQUOISE HATH FALLEN INTO THE WATER.' THEN I SAID TO HER, 'I WILL GET IT BACK FOR THEE.'" THEREUPON THE PRIEST AND WRITER OF BOOKS TCHATCHA-EM-ÂNKH SPOKE CERTAIN WORDS OF POWER (HEKAU), AND HAVING THUS CAUSED ONE SECTION OF THE WATER OF THE LAKE TO GO UP UPON THE OTHER, HE FOUND THE ORNAMENT LYING UPON A POT-SHERD, AND HE TOOK IT AND GAVE IT TO THE MAIDEN. NOW THE WATER WAS TWELVE CUBITS DEEP, BUT WHEN TCHATCHA-EM-ÂNKH HAD LIFTED UP ONE SECTION OF THE WATER ON TO THE OTHER, THAT PORTION BECAME FOUR AND TWENTY CUBITS DEEP. THE MAGICIAN AGAIN UTTERED CERTAIN WORDS OF POWER, AND THE WATER OF THE LAKE BECAME AS IT HAD BEEN BEFORE HE HAD CAUSED ONE PORTION OF IT TO GO UP ON TO THE OTHER; AND THE KING PREPARED A FEAST FOR ALL HIS ROYAL HOUSEHOLD, AND REWARDED TCHATCHA-EM-ÂNKH WITH GIFTS OF EVERY KIND. SUCH IS A STORY OF THE POWER POSSESSED BY A MAGICIAN IN THE TIME OF KING KHUFU (CHEOPS), WHO REIGNED AT THE BEGINNING OF THE IVTH DYNASTY, ABOUT B.C. 3800. THE COPY OF THE STORY WHICH WE POSSESS IS OLDER THAN THE PERIOD WHEN MOSES LIVED, AND THUS THERE CAN BE NO POSSIBILITY OF OUR SEEING IN IT A DISTORTED VERSION OF THE MIRACLE OF THE WATERS OF THE SEA STANDING LIKE WALLS, ONE ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ONE ON THE LEFT; ON THE OTHER HAND MOSES' MIRACLE MAY WELL HAVE SOME CONNEXION WITH THAT OF TCHATCHA-EM-ÂNKH. AMONG THE GREEKS AND ROMANS CONSIDERABLE RESPECT WAS ENTERTAINED, NOT ONLY FOR THE "WISDOM" OF THE EGYPTIANS, BUT ALSO FOR THE POWERS OF WORKING MAGIC WHICH THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO POSSESS. THE GREEK TRAVELERS WHO VISITED EGYPT BROUGHT BACK TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY MUCH INFORMATION CONCERNING ITS RELIGION AND CIVILIZATION, AND, THOUGH THEY MISUNDERSTOOD MANY THINGS WHICH THEY SAW AND HEARD THERE, SOME OF THE GREATEST OF THINKERS AMONG THE GREEKS REGARDED THAT COUNTRY NOT ONLY AS THE HOME OF KNOWLEDGE AND THE SOURCE OF CIVILIZATION AND OF THE ARTS, BUT ALSO AS THE FOUNTAIN HEAD OF WHAT HAS BEEN CALLED "WHITE MAGIC," AND THE "BLACK ART." IN SOME RESPECTS, THEY EXAGGERATED THE POWERS OF THE, EGYPTIANS, BUT FREQUENTLY WHEN THE CLASSICAL WRITERS WERE WELL INFORMED, THEY ONLY ASCRIBED TO THEM THE MAGICAL KNOWLEDGE WHICH THE EGYPTIAN MAGICIANS THEMSELVES CLAIMED TO POSSESS. A STRIKING INSTANCE OF THIS IS GIVEN IN THE SECOND BOOK OF THE METAMORPHOSES OF APULEIUS WHERE, IT WILL BE REMEMBERED, THE FOLLOWING IS NARRATED. THE STUDENT TELEPHRON ARRIVED ONE DAY AT LARISSA, AND AS HE WAS WANDERING ABOUT IN AN ALMOST PENNILESS CONDITION, HE SAW AN OLD MAN STANDING ON A LARGE BLOCK OF STONE ISSUING A PROCLAMATION TO THE EFFECT THAT ANY ONE WHO WOULD UNDERTAKE TO GUARD A DEAD BODY SHOULD RECEIVE A GOOD REWARD. WHEN TELEPHRON ASKED IF DEAD MEN WERE IN THE HABIT OF RUNNING AWAY THE OLD MAN REPLIED TESTILY TO THE EFFECT THAT THE WITCHES ALL OVER THESSALY USED TO TEAR OFF PIECES OF FLESH FROM THE FACES OF THE DEAD WITH THEIR TEETH, IN ORDER TO MAKE MAGICAL SPELLS BY MEANS OF THEM, AND TO PREVENT THIS DEAD BODIES MUST NEEDS BE WATCHED AT NIGHT. THE YOUNG MAN THEN ASKED WHAT HIS DUTIES WOULD BE IF HE UNDERTOOK THE POST, AND HE WAS TOLD THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO KEEP THOROUGHLY AWAKE ALL NIGHT, TO GAZE FIXEDLY UPON THE DEAD BODY, TO LOOK NEITHER TO THE RIGHT HAND NOR TO THE LEFT, AND NOT TO CLOSE THE EYES EVEN TO WINK. THIS WAS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY BECAUSE THE WITCHES WERE ABLE TO GET OUT OF THEIR SKINS AND TO TAKE THE FORM OF A BIRD, OR DOG, OR MOUSE, AND THEIR CRAFTINESS WAS SUCH THAT THEY COULD TAKE THE FORMS OF FLIES AND CAST SLEEP UPON THE WATCHER. IF THE WATCHER RELAXED HIS ATTENTION AND THE BODY BECAME MUTILATED BY THE WITCHES, THE PIECES OF FLESH TORN AWAY WOULD HAVE TO BE MADE GOOD FROM THE BODY OF THE WATCHER TELEPHRON AGREED TO UNDERTAKE THE DUTY FOR ONE THOUSAND NUMMI, AND WAS LED BY THE OLD MAN TO A HOUSE, AND, HAVING BEEN TAKEN INTO THE ROOM WHERE THE DEAD BODY WAS, FOUND A MAN MAKING NOTES ON TABLETS TO THE EFFECT THAT NOSE, EYES, EARS, LIPS, CHIN, ETC., WERE UNTOUCHED AND WHOLE. HAVING BEEN PROVIDED WITH A LAMP AND SOME OIL THAT NIGHT HE BEGAN HIS WATCH, AND ALL WENT WELL, NOTWITHSTANDING THAT HE WAS GREATLY AFRAID, UNTIL THE DEAD OF NIGHT WHEN A WEASEL CAME INTO THE CHAMBER AND LOOKED CONFIDINGLY AT THE WATCHER; BUT HE DROVE THE ANIMAL--WHICH WAS NO DOUBT A WITCH--FROM THE ROOM, AND THEN FELL FAST ASLEEP. IN THE EARLY MORNING HE WAS SUDDENLY WAKENED BY THE TRUMPETS OF THE SOLDIERS, AND ALMOST IMMEDIATELY THE WIDOW OF THE DEAD MAN CAME TO HIM WITH SEVEN WITNESSES, AND BEGAN TO EXAMINE THE BODY TO SEE IF IT WAS INTACT; FINDING THAT NO INJURY HAD BEEN DONE TO IT SHE ORDERED HER STEWARD TO PAY TELEPHRON HIS FEE, AND WAS SO GRATEFUL TO HIM THAT SHE PROMISED TO MAKE HIM ONE OF HER HOUSEHOLD. IN ATTEMPTING TO EXPRESS HIS THANKS, HOWEVER, HE MADE USE OF SOME INAUSPICIOUS WORDS, AND IMMEDIATELY THE SERVANTS OF THE HOUSE FELL UPON HIM, AND BUFFETED HIM, AND PLUCKED OUT HIS HAIR BY THE ROOTS, AND TORE HIS CLOTHES, AND FINALLY CAST HIM OUT OF THE HOUSE. SOON AFTERWARDS, WHILST WANDERING ABOUT, HE SAW THE FUNERAL PROCESSION PASS THROUGH THE FORUM, AND AT THAT MOMENT AN OLD MAN WENT TO THE BIER, AND WITH SOBS AND TEARS ACCUSED THE WIDOW OF POISONING HIS NEPHEW SO THAT SHE MIGHT INHERIT HIS PROPERTY AND MARRY HER LOVER. PRESENTLY THE MOB WHICH HAD GATHERED TOGETHER WANTED TO SET HER HOUSE ON FIRE, AND SOME PEOPLE BEGAN TO STONE HER; THE SMALL BOYS ALSO THREW STONES AT HER. WHEN SHE HAD DENIED THE ACCUSATION, AND HAD CALLED UPON THE GODS TO BE WITNESSES OF HER INNOCENCE, THE OLD MAN CRIED OUT, "LET, THEN, DIVINE PROVIDENCE DECIDE THE TRUTH, IN ANSWER TO HER DENIAL. BEHOLD, THE FAMOUS PROPHET ZACLAS THE EGYPTIAN, DWELLETH AMONG US, AND HE HATH PROMISED ME THAT FOR MUCH MONEY HE WILL MAKE THE SOUL OF THE DEAD MAN TO RETURN FROM THE PLACE OF DEATH IN THE UNDERWORLD, AND TO MAKE IT TO DWELL IN HIS BODY AGAIN FOR A SHORT TIME." WITH THESE WORDS, HE LED FORWARD A MAN DRESSED IN LINEN, AND WEARING PALM-LEAF SANDALS, WHO, LIKE ALL THE EGYPTIAN PRIESTS, HAD HIS HEAD SHAVED, AND HAVING KISSED HIS HANDS AND EMBRACED HIS LEGS HE IMPLORED HIM BY THE STARS, AND BY THE GODS OF THE UNDERWORLD, AND BY THE ISLAND OF THE NILE, AND BY THE INUNDATION, ETC., TO RESTORE LIFE TO THE DEAD BODY, IF ONLY FOR THE SMALLEST POSSIBLE TIME, SO THAT THE TRUTH OF HIS ACCUSATION AGAINST THE WIDOW MIGHT BE PROVED. THUS ADJURED ZACLAS TOUCHED THE MOUTH AND THE BREAST OF THE DEAD MAN THREE TIMES WITH SOME PLANT, AND HAVING TURNED HIS FACE TO THE EAST AND PRAYED, THE LUNGS OF THE CORPSE BEGAN TO FILL WITH BREATH, AND HIS HEART TO BEAT, AND RAISING HIS HEAD AND SHOULDERS HE ASKED WHY HE HAD BEEN CALLED BACK TO LIFE, AND THEN HE BEGGED TO BE ALLOWED TO REST IN PEACE. AT THIS MOMENT ZACLAS ADDRESSED HIM, AND TELLING HIM THAT HE HAD THE POWER, THROUGH HIS PRAYERS, TO CAUSE THE FIENDS TO COME AND TORTURE HIM, ORDERED, HIM TO MAKE KNOWN THE MEANS BY WHICH HE HAD DIED. WITH A GROAN HE REPLIED THAT THE WIFE WHOM HE HAD RECENTLY MARRIED GAVE HIM POISON TO DRINK, AND THAT HE DIED IN CONSEQUENCE. THE WIFE AT ONCE CONTRADICTED THE WORDS OF HER HUSBAND, AND OF THE PEOPLE WHO WERE STANDING ROUND SOME TOOK ONE SIDE AND SOME ANOTHER. AT LENGTH THE HUSBAND DECLARED THAT HE WOULD PROVE THE TRUTH OF HIS OWN WORDS, AND POINTING TO TELEPHRON, WHO HAD ATTEMPTED TO GUARD HIS BODY, TOLD THOSE PRESENT THAT THE WITCHES AFTER MAKING MANY ATTEMPTS TO ELUDE HIS VIGILANCE HAD CAST DEEP SLEEP UPON HIM. THEY NEXT CALLED UPON HIMSELF BY HIS NAME, WHICH HAPPENED TO BE TELEPHRON, LIKE THAT OF HIS WATCHER, AND WHILST HE WAS ENDEAVORING FEEBLY TO OBEY THEIR SPELLS, HIS WATCHER ROSE UP UNCONSCIOUSLY AND WALKED ABOUT. SEEING THIS THE WITCHES FORCED THEIR WAY INTO THE ROOM THROUGH SOME UNKNOWN PLACE, AND HAVING TAKEN OFF THE NOSE AND EARS OF THE WATCHER THEY PLACED MODELS OF THESE MEMBERS IN THEIR PLACES. THOSE WHO HEARD THESE WORDS LOOKED FIXEDLY AT THE YOUNG MAN, WHO AT ONCE PUT UP HIS HANDS AND TOUCHED THE MEMBERS, WHEREUPON HIS NOSE CAME OFF IN HIS HAND, AND HIS CARS SLIPPED THROUGH HIS FINGERS ON TO THE GROUND. THE END OF THE STORY DOES NOT CONCERN US, AND SO WE PASS ON TO NOTE THAT THE ACT OF TOUCHING THE MOUTH WHICH ZACLAS PERFORMED IS, OF COURSE, A PART OF THE CEREMONY OF "OPENING THE MOUTH" WHICH IS SO OFTEN REFERRED TO IN RELIGIOUS TEXTS, AND WAS CONSIDERED OF EXTREME IMPORTANCE FOR THE WELFARE OF THE DEAD, AND THAT THE POWER OF BRINGING BACK THE DEAD TO LIFE WHICH APULEIUS ASCRIBES TO THE PRIEST OR MAGICIAN WAS ACTUALLY CLAIMED SOME THOUSANDS OF YEARS BEFORE CHRIST BY THE SAGES OF EGYPT, AS WE MAY SEE FROM THE FOLLOWING STORY IN THE WESTCAR PAPYRUS. A SON OF KING KHUFU (OR CHEOPS, WHO REIGNED ABOUT [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] B.C. 3800) CALLED HERUTÂTÂF, WHO WAS FAMOUS AS A LEARNED MAN AND WHOSE NAME IS PRESERVED IN THE "BOOK OF THE DEAD" IN CONNECTION WITH THE "DISCOVERY" OF CERTAIN CHAPTERS OF THAT WONDERFUL COMPILATION, WAS ONE DAY TALKING TO HIS FATHER, PRESUMABLY ON THE SUBJECT OF THE POWERS OF WORKING MAGIC POSSESSED BY THE ANCIENTS. IN ANSWER TO SOME REMARK BY KHUFU HE REPLIED, "UP TO THE PRESENT THOU HAST ONLY HEARD REPORTS CONCERNING THE THINGS WHICH THE MEN OF OLDEN TIME KNEW, AND MAN KNOW NOT WHETHER THEY ARE TRUE OR NOT; BUT NOW I WILL CAUSE THY MAJESTY TO SEE A SAGE IN THINE OWN TIME, AND ONE WHO KNOW THEE NOT." IN REPLY TO KHUFU'S QUESTION, "WHO IS THIS MAN, O HERUTÂTÂF?" THE YOUNG MAN REPLIED, "IT IS A CERTAIN MAN CALLED TETA, WHO DWELLETH IN TET-SENEFERU, AND IS ONE HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS OLD, AND TO THIS VERY DAY HE EATS FIVE HUNDRED LOAVES OF BREAD, AND THE SHOULDER OF AN OX, AND HE DRINKS ONE HUNDRED MEASURES OF ALE. HE KNOWS HOW TO FASTEN ON AGAIN TO ITS BODY A HEAD THAT HATH BEEN CUT OFF; HE KNOWS HOW TO MAKE A LION FOLLOW HIM WHILST HIS SNARE IS TRAILING ON THE GROUND; AND HE KNOWS THE NUMBER OF THE APTET OF THE SANCTUARY OF THOTH." NOW KHUFU HAD FOR A LONG TIME PAST SOUGHT OUT THE APTET OF THE SANCTUARY OF THOTH, BECAUSE HE WAS ANXIOUS TO MAKE ONE SIMILAR FOR HIS OWN "HORIZON." THOUGH AT THE PRESENT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY WHAT THE APTET WAS, IT IS QUITE CLEAR THAT IT WAS AN OBJECT OR INSTRUMENT USED IN CONNECTION WITH THE WORKING OF MAGIC OF SOME SORT, AND IT IS CLEAR THAT THE KING WAS AS MUCH INTERESTED IN THE PURSUIT AS HIS SUBJECTS. IN REPLY TO HIS SON'S WORDS KHUFU TOLD HIM TO GO AND BRING THE SAGE INTO HIS PRESENCE, AND THE ROYAL BARGE OR BOAT HAVING BEEN BROUGHT, HERUTÂTÂF SET OUT FOR THE PLACE WHERE THE SAGE DWELT. HAVING SAILED UP THE RIVER SOME DISTANCE HE AND HIS PARTY ARRIVED AT TET-SENEFERU, AND WHEN THE BOATS HAD BEEN TIED TO THE QUAY THE PRINCE SET OUT TO PERFORM THE REST OF THE JOURNEY, WHICH WAS OVERLAND, IN A SORT OF LITTER MADE OF EBONY, WHICH WAS BORNE BY MEN BY MEANS OF POLES OF SESNETCHEM WOOD, INLAID WITH GOLD. WHEN HE HAD ARRIVED AT THE ABODE OF TETA, THE LITTER WAS SET DOWN UPON THE GROUND, AND THE PRINCE CAME OUT TO GREET THE SAGE, WHOM HE FOUND LYING UPON A BASKET-WORK BED OR MATTRESS, WHICH HAD BEEN PLACED FOR HIM IN THE COURTYARD OF HIS HOUSE, WHILST ONE SERVANT SHAMPOOED HIS HEAD, AND ANOTHER RUBBED HIS FEET. AFTER A SUITABLE GREETING AND REFERENCE TO THE SAGE'S HONOURABLE CONDITION HAD BEEN MADE, HERUTÂTÂF TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD COME FROM A GREAT DISTANCE IN ORDER TO BRING TO HIM A MESSAGE FROM KHUFU HIS FATHER, AND THE SAGE BADE HIM "WELCOME" HEARTILY, AND PROPHESIED THAT KHUFU WOULD GREATLY EXALT HIS RANK. THE GREETINGS ENDED, HERUTÂTÂF ASSISTED TETA TO RISE, AND THE OLD MAN SET OUT FOR THE QUAY LEANING UPON THE ARM OF THE KING'S SON, AND WHEN HE HAD ARRIVED THERE, HE ASKED THAT A BOAT MIGHT BE PROVIDED FOR THE TRANSPORT OF HIS CHILDREN AND HIS BOOKS. TWO BOATS WERE AT ONCE PREPARED AND FILLED WITH THEIR COMPLEMENT OF SAILORS, AND TETA SAILED DOWN THE NILE WITH HERUTÂTÂF, WHILE HIS FAMILY FOLLOWED. AFTER A TIME THE PARTY ARRIVED AT KHUFU'S PALACE, AND HERUTÂTÂF WENT INTO THE PRESENCE OF HIS FATHER, AND REPORTED TO HIM THAT HE HAD BROUGHT TETA THE SAGE FOR HIM TO SEE; KHUFU GAVE ORDERS THAT HE WAS TO BE BROUGHT BEFORE HIM QUICKLY, AND HAVING GONE FORTH INTO THE COLONNADE OF THE PALACE, TETA WAS LED IN TO HIM. KHUFU SAID TO HIM, "HOW IS IT, TETA, THAT I HAVE NEVER SEEN THEE?" AND THE SAGE REPLIED, "O PRINCE, HE WHO IS CALLED COMETH; AND SINCE THOU HAST CALLED ME, BEHOLD, HERE I AM." KHUFU SAID TO HIM, "IS IT TRUE, ACCORDING TO WHAT IS REPORTED, THAT THOU KNOWS HOW TO FASTEN ON AGAIN TO ITS BODY THE HEAD WHICH HATH BEEN CUT OFF?" AND THE SAGE REPLIED, "YEA, VERILY, O MY LORD THE PRINCE, I DO KNOW HOW TO DO THIS THING." AND KHUFU SAID, "LET A CAPTIVE WHO IS SHUT UP IN PRISON BE BROUGHT TO ME SO THAT I MAY INFLICT HIS DOOM UPON HIM," BUT TETA MADE ANSWER, "NAY, MY LORD THE KING LET NOT THIS THING BE PERFORMED UPON MAN, BUT UPON SOME CREATURE THAT BELONGS TO THE SACRED ANIMALS." THEN SOME ONE BROUGHT TO HIM A GOOSE, AND HAVING CUT OFF ITS HEAD, HE LAID THE BODY OF THE GOOSE ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE COLONNADE, AND THE HEAD ON THE EAST SIDE. TETA THEN STOOD UP AND SPOKE CERTAIN WORDS OF MAGICAL POWER, WHEREUPON THE BODY BEGAN TO MOVE AND THE HEAD LIKEWISE, AND EACH TIME THAT THEY MOVED THE ONE CAME NEARER TO THE OTHER, UNTIL AT LENGTH THE HEAD MOVED TO ITS RIGHT PLACE ON THE BIRD, WHICH STRAIGHTWAY CACKLED. AFTER THIS TETA HAD A KHET-ÂA BIRD BROUGHT TO HIM, AND UPON IT HE PERFORMED THE SAME MIRACLE WHICH HE HAD WROUGHT UPON THE GOOSE; AND TO PROVE THAT HE HAD SIMILAR POWER OVER THE ANIMAL CREATION, AN OX WAS BROUGHT TO HIM, AND HAVING CUT OFF ITS HEAD, WHICH FELL UPON THE GROUND, HE UTTERED WORDS OF MAGICAL POWER, AND THE OX STOOD UP AND LIVED AS BEFORE. THE TWO STORIES FROM THE WESTCAR PAPYRUS GIVEN ABOVE ARE SUFFICIENT TO PROVE THAT ALREADY IN THE IVTH DYNASTY THE WORKING OF MAGIC WAS A RECOGNIZED ART AMONG THE EGYPTIANS, AND EVERYTHING WE LEARN FROM LATER TEXTS INDICATES THAT IT IS WELL-NIGH IMPOSSIBLE TO IMAGINE A TIME IN EGYPT WHEN SUCH WAS NOT THE CASE. BUT THE "WISDOM" OF THE EGYPTIANS WAS OF TWO KINDS, THAT IS TO SAY, THEY WERE POSSESSED OF THE TWO KINDS OF "WISDOM" WHICH ENABLED THEM TO DEAL WITH BOTH THE MATERIAL WORLD AND THE SPIRITUAL WORLD; THE NATIONS AROUND, HOWEVER, CONFUSED THE TWO KINDS, AND MISUNDERSTOOD MATTERS IN CONSEQUENCE. ONE OF THE OLDEST NAMES OF EGYPT IS "KAMT" OR "QEMT," A WORD WHICH MEANS "BLACK" OR "DUSKY," AND IT WAS APPLIED TO THE COUNTRY ON ACCOUNT OF THE DARK COLOUR OF THE MUD WHICH FORMS THE LAND ON EACH SIDE OF THE NILE; THE CHRISTIAN EGYPTIANS OR COPTS TRANSMITTED THE WORD UNDER THE FORM KHÊME TO THE GREEKS, ROMANS, SYRIANS, AND ARABS. AT A VERY EARLY PERIOD THE EGYPTIANS WERE FAMOUS FOR THEIR SKILL IN THE WORKING OF METALS AND IN THEIR ATTEMPTS TO TRANSMUTE THEM, AND, ACCORDING TO GREEK WRITERS, THEY EMPLOYED QUICKSILVER IN THE PROCESSES WHEREBY THEY SEPARATED THE METALS GOLD AND SILVER FROM THE NATIVE ORE. FROM THESE PROCESSES THERE RESULTED A "BLACK" POWDER OR SUBSTANCE WHICH WAS SUPPOSED TO POSSESS THE MOST MARVELOUS POWERS, AND TO CONTAIN IN IT THE INDIVIDUALITIES OF THE VARIOUS METALS; AND IN IT THEIR ACTUAL SUBSTANCES WERE INCORPORATED. IN A MYSTICAL MANNER THIS "BLACK" POWDER WAS IDENTIFIED WITH THE BODY WHICH THE GOD OSIRIS WAS KNOWN TO POSSESS IN THE UNDERWORLD, AND TO BOTH WERE ATTRIBUTED MAGICAL QUALITIES, AND BOTH WERE THOUGHT TO BE SOURCES OF LIFE AND POWER. THUS, SIDE BY SIDE WITH THE GROWTH OF SKILL IN PERFORMING THE ORDINARY, PROCESSES OF METAL-WORKING, IN EGYPT, THERE GREW UP IN THAT COUNTRY THE BELIEF THAT MAGICAL POWERS EXISTED IN FLUXES AND ALLOYS; AND THE ART OF MANIPULATING THE METALS, AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE CHEMISTRY OF THE METALS AND OF THEIR MAGICAL POWERS WERE DESCRIBED BY, THE NAME "KHEMEIA." THAT IS TO SAY "THE PREPARATION OF THE BLACK ORE" (OR "POWDER") WHICH WAS REGARDED AS THE TRANSMUTATION OF METALS. TO THIS NAME THE ARABS AFFIXED THE ARTICLE AL, AND THUS WE OBTAIN THE WORD AL-KHEMEIA, OR ALCHEMY, WHICH WILL PERPETUATE THE REPUTATION OF THE EGYPTIANS AS SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS BOTH OF "WHITE MAGIC" AND OF THE "BLACK" ART. BUT IN ADDITION TO THEIR SKILL AS HANDICRAFTSMEN AND ARTISANS THE EGYPTIANS WERE SKILLED IN LITERARY COMPOSITION, AND IN THE PRODUCTION OF BOOKS, ESPECIALLY OF THAT CLASS WHICH RELATED TO THE CEREMONIES WHICH WERE PERFORMED FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE DEAD. WE HAVE, UNFORTUNATELY, NO MEANS OF KNOWING WHAT EARLY CONTEMPORARY PEOPLES THOUGHT OF THE EGYPTIAN FUNERAL CEREMONIES, BUT IT SEEMS TO BE CERTAIN THAT IT WAS CHIEFLY BY MEANS OF THESE THAT THEY OBTAINED THEIR REPUTATION AS WORKERS OF MIRACLES. IF BY CHANCE ANY MEMBERS OF A DESERT TRIBE HAD BEEN PERMITTED TO BEHOLD THE CEREMONIES WHICH WERE PERFORMED WHEN THE KINGS FOR WHOM THE PYRAMIDS HAD BEEN BUILT WERE LAID TO REST IN THEM., THE STORIES THAT THEY TOOK BACK TO THEIR KINSMEN WOULD BE RECEIVED AS SURE PROOFS THAT THE EGYPTIANS HAD THE POWER TO GIVE LIFE TO THE DEAD, TO ANIMATE STATUES, AND TO COMMAND THE SERVICES OF THEIR GODS BY THE MERE UTTERANCE OF THEIR NAMES AS WORDS OF POWER. THE COLUMNS OF HIEROGLYPHICS WITH WHICH THE WALLS OF THE TOMBS WERE OFTEN COVERED, AND THE FIGURES OF THE GODS, PAINTED OR SCULPTURED UPON STELAE OR SARCOPHAGI, WOULD STILL FURTHER IMPRESS THE BARBARIAN FOLK WHO ALWAYS REGARD THE WRITTEN LETTER AND THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND IT WITH GREAT AWE. THE FOLLOWING STORY FROM MAS'ÛDÎ WILL ILLUSTRATE THE VIEWS WHICH THE ARABS HELD CONCERNING THE INSCRIPTIONS AND FIGURES OF GODS IN THE TEMPLES OF EGYPT. IT SEEMS THAT WHEN THE ARMY OF PHARAOH HAD BEEN DROWNED IN THE RED SEA, THE WOMEN AND SLAVES FEARED LEST THEY SHOULD BE ATTACKED BY THE KINGS OF SYRIA AND THE WEST; IN THIS DIFFICULTY THEY ELECTED A WOMAN CALLED DALÛKAH AS THEIR QUEEN, BECAUSE SHE WAS WISE AND PRUDENT AND SKILLED IN MAGIC. DALÛKAH'S FIRST ACT WAS TO SURROUND ALL EGYPT WITH A WALL, WHICH SHE GUARDED BY MEN WHO WERE STATIONED ALONG IT AT SHORT INTERVALS, HER OBJECT BEING AS MUCH TO PROTECT HER SON, WHO WAS ADDICTED TO THE CHASE, FROM THE ATTACKS OF WILD BEASTS AS EGYPT FROM INVASION BY NOMAD TRIBES; BESIDES THIS SHE PLACED ROUND THE ENCLOSURE FIGURES OF CROCODILES AND OTHER FORMIDABLE ANIMALS. DURING THE COURSE OF HER REIGN OF THIRTY YEARS SHE FILLED EGYPT WITH HER TEMPLES AND WITH FIGURES OF ANIMALS; SHE ALSO MADE FIGURES OF MEN IN THE FORM OF THE DWELLERS IN THE COUNTRIES ROUND ABOUT EGYPT, AND IN SYRIA, AND IN THE WEST, AND OF THE BEASTS WHICH THEY RODE. IN THE TEMPLES SHE COLLECTED ALL THE SECRETS OF NATURE AND ALL THE ATTRACTING OR REPELLING POWERS WHICH WERE CONTAINED IN MINERALS, PLANTS, AND ANIMALS. SHE PERFORMED HER SORCERIES AT THE MOMENT IN THE REVOLUTION OF THE CELESTIAL BODIES WHEN THEY WOULD BE AMENABLE TO A HIGHER POWER. AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT IF AN ARMY SET OUT FROM ANY PART OF ARABIA OR SYRIA TO ATTACK EGYPT, THE QUEEN MADE THE FIGURES OF ITS SOLDIERS AND OF THE ANIMALS WHICH THEY WERE RIDING TO DISAPPEAR BENEATH THE GROUND, AND THE SAME FATE IMMEDIATELY OVERTOOK THE LIVING CREATURES WHICH THEY REPRESENTED, WHEREVER THEY MIGHT BE ON THEIR JOURNEY, AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FIGURES ON SCULPTURES ENTAILED THE DESTRUCTION OF THE HOSTILE HOST. IN BRIEF, THE LARGE FIGURES OF THE GODS WHICH WERE SCULPTURED OR PAINTED ON THE WALLS, AND THE HIEROGLYPHIC INSCRIPTIONS WHICH ACCOMPANIED THEM, WERE CONSIDERED BY THOSE WHO COULD NEITHER UNDERSTAND NOR READ THEM TO BE NOTHING MORE NOR LESS THAN MAGICAL FIGURES AND FORMULAE WHICH WERE INTENDED TO SERVE AS TALISMANS. THE HISTORIAN MAS'ÛDÎ MENTIONS AN INSTANCE OF THE POWERS OF WORKING MAGIC POSSESSED BY A CERTAIN JEW, WHICH PROVES THAT THE MAGICAL PRACTICES OF THE EGYPTIANS HAD PASSED EASTWARDS AND HAD FOUND A CONGENIAL HOME AMONG THE JEWS WHO LIVED IN AND ABOUT BABYLON. THIS MAN WAS A NATIVE OF THE VILLAGE OF ZURÂRAH IN THE DISTRICT OF KÛFA, AND HE EMPLOYED HIS TIME IN WORKING MAGIC. IN THE MOSQUE AT KÛFA, AND IN THE PRESENCE OF WALÎD IBN UKBAH, HE RAISED UP SEVERAL APPARITIONS, AND MADE A KING OF HUGE STATURE, WHO WAS MOUNTED UPON A HORSE, GALLOP ABOUT IN THE COURTYARD OF THE MOSQUE. HE THEN TRANSFORMED HIMSELF INTO A CAMEL AND WALKED UPON A ROPE; AND MADE THE PHANTOM OF AN ASS TO PASS THROUGH HIS BODY; AND FINALLY HAVING SLAIN A MAN, HE CUT OFF THE HEAD AND REMOVED IT FROM THE TRUNK, AND THEN BY PASSING HIS SWORD OVER THE TWO PARTS, THEY UNITED AND THE MAN CAME ALIVE AGAIN. THIS LAST ACT RECALLS THE JOINING OF THE HEAD OF THE DEAD GOOSE TO ITS BODY AND THE COMING BACK OF THE BIRD TO LIFE WHICH HAS BEEN DESCRIBED ABOVE. WE HAVE NOW TO DESCRIBE BRIEFLY THE PRINCIPAL MEANS UPON WHICH THE EGYPTIANS RELIED FOR WORKING MAGIC, THAT IS TO SAY, MAGICAL STONES OR AMULETS, MAGICAL FIGURES, MAGICAL PICTURES AND FORMULÆ, MAGICAL NAMES, MAGICAL CEREMONIES, ETC., AND SUCH PORTIONS OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD AS BEAR UPON THESE SUBJECTS GENERALLY.
CHAPTER II.
MAGICAL STONES OR AMULETS.
"AMULET" IS A NAME GIVEN TO A CLASS OF OBJECTS AND ORNAMENTS, AND ARTICLES OF DRESS AND WEARING APPAREL, MADE OF VARIOUS SUBSTANCES WHICH WERE EMPLOYED BY THE EGYPTIANS, AND LATER BY OTHER NATIONS, TO PROTECT THE HUMAN BODY, EITHER LIVING OR DEAD, FROM BALEFUL INFLUENCES, AND FROM THE ATTACKS OF VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE FOES. THE WORD "AMULET" IS DERIVED FROM AN ARABIC ROOT MEANING "TO BEAR, TO CARRY," HENCE "AMULET" IS "SOMETHING WHICH IS CARRIED OR WORN," AND THE NAME IS APPLIED BROADLY TO ANY KIND OF TALISMAN OR ORNAMENT TO WHICH SUPERNATURAL POWERS ARE ASCRIBED. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER THE AMULET WAS INTENDED FIRST OF ALL TO PROTECT THE LIVING OR THE DEAD BODY, BUT IT SEEMS THAT IT WAS ORIGINALLY WORN TO GUARD ITS OWNER FROM SAVAGE ANIMALS AND FROM SERPENTS. AS TIME WENT ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS AND BELIEFS PROGRESSED, AND AS A RESULT, NEW AMULETS REPRESENTING NEW VIEWS WERE INVENTED; AND THE OBJECTS WHICH WERE ABLE TO PROTECT THE LIVING WERE MADE, BY AN EASY TRANSITION IN THE MINDS OF THOSE WHO WORE THEM, TO PROTECT THE DEAD. MOREOVER, AS THE PRESERVATION OF THE CORRUPTIBLE BODY, WITH THE NUMBER OF ITS MEMBERS COMPLETE AND INTACT, WAS OF THE MOST VITAL IMPORTANCE FOR THE LIFE OF THE SPIRITUAL AND INCORRUPTIBLE BODY WHICH WAS BELIEVED TO SPRING THEREFROM, UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE NEW BELIEFS THE DEAD BODY BECAME A VERITABLE STOREHOUSE OF AMULETS. EACH MEMBER WAS PLACED UNDER THE SPECIFIC PROTECTION OF SOME AMULET, AND A NUMBER OF OBJECTS WHICH WERE BELIEVED TO PROTECT THE BODY GENERALLY FROM SERPENTS, WORMS, MILDEW, DECAY AND PUTREFACTION WERE LAID WITH A LAVISH HAND IN, AND UPON, AND ABOUT IT, AND BETWEEN THE BANDAGES WITH WHICH IT WAS SWATHED. WHEN MEN IN EGYPT BEGAN TO LAY AMULETS ON THEIR DEAD CANNOT BE SAID, AND IT IS EQUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY WHEN THE BELIEF IN THE EFFICACY OF SUCH AND SUCH AN AMULET SPRANG INTO BEING; IT SEEMS CLEAR, HOWEVER, THAT CERTAIN AMULETS REPRESENT BELIEFS AND SUPERSTITIONS SO OLD THAT EVEN THE EGYPTIANS WERE, AT TIMES, DOUBTFUL ABOUT THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING. AMULETS ARE OF TWO KINDS: (1) THOSE WHICH ARE INSCRIBED WITH MAGICAL FORMULAE, AND (2) THOSE WHICH ARE NOT. IN THE EARLIEST TIMES FORMULAE OR PRAYERS WERE RECITED OVER THE AMULETS THAT WERE WORN BY THE LIVING OR PLACED ON THE DEAD BY PRIESTS OR MEN SET APART TO PERFORM RELIGIOUS SERVICES BY THE COMMUNITY; BUT IT WAS NOT IN THE POWER OF EVERY MAN TO EMPLOY THEM, AND AT A COMPARATIVELY EARLY DATE WORDS OF MAGICAL POWER AND PRAYERS WERE CUT UPON THE AMULETS, WHICH THUS BECAME POSSESSED OF A TWOFOLD POWER, THAT IS TO SAY, THE POWER WHICH WAS THOUGHT TO BE INHERENT IN THE SUBSTANCE OF WHICH THE AMULET WAS MADE, AND THAT WHICH LAY IN THE WORDS INSCRIBED UPON IT. THE EARLIEST NAME FOR THE FORMULAE FOUND UPON AMULETS IS HEKAU, AND IT WAS SO NECESSARY FOR THE DECEASED TO BE PROVIDED WITH THESE HEKAU, OR "WORDS OF POWER," THAT IN THE XVITH CENTURY B.C., AND PROBABLY MORE THAN A THOUSAND YEARS EARLIER, A SPECIAL SECTION WAS INSERTED IN THE BOOK OF THE DEAD WITH THE OBJECT OF CAUSING THEM TO COME TO HIM FROM WHATEVER PLACE THEY WERE IN, "SWIFTER THAN GREYHOUNDS AND QUICKER THAN LIGHT." THE EARLIEST EGYPTIAN AMULETS KNOWN ARE PIECES OF GREEN SCHIST, OF VARIOUS SHAPES, ANIMAL. AND OTHERWISE, WHICH WERE LAID UPON THE BREAST OF THE DECEASED; THESE ARE FOUND IN LARGE NUMBERS IN THE PRE-HISTORIC OR PREDYNASTIC GRAVES AT SEVERAL PLACES IN EGYPT. IT IS MOST UNLIKELY THAT THEY WERE MADE BY THE ABORIGINAL INHABITANTS OF EGYPT, FOR, NOTWITHSTANDING THE VARIOUS CONJECTURES WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE AS TO THEIR OBJECT AND USE, IT IS PRETTY CERTAIN THAT, AS M. J. DE MORGAN SAID, THEY "BELONG TO THE CULT." ACCORDING TO THIS WRITER THEIR USE WAS EXCEEDINGLY WIDESPREAD UNTIL THE END OF THE NEOLITHIC PERIOD, BUT WITH THE ADVENT OF THE PEOPLE WHOM WE CALL EGYPTIANS THEY BECOME VERY RARE. IN THE SUBSEQUENT PERIOD THE ANIMAL FORMS DISAPPEAR, AND THEIR PLACE IS TAKEN BY PLAQUES OF SCHIST, RECTANGULAR IN SHAPE, UPON WHICH ARE INSCRIBED, IN ROUGH OUTLINE, FIGURES OF ANIMALS, ETC. THE THEORY THAT THESE OBJECTS WERE INTENDED AS WHETSTONES, OR AS SLABS UPON WHICH TO RUB DOWN PAINT, WILL NOT HOLD, FOR THE REASONS WHICH M. J. DE MORGAN HAS GIVEN. MOREOVER, IN THE GREEN STONE SCARAB WHICH WAS LAID UPON THE BREAST OF THE DECEASED IN DYNASTIC TIMES, WE PROBABLY HAVE A SURVIVAL OF THE GREEN SCHIST AMULET OF PREDYNASTIC TIMES IN EGYPT, BOTH AS REGARDS THE OBJECT WITH WHICH IT WAS MADE AND THE MATERIAL. BUT THE CUSTOM OF WRITING HEKAU, OR WORDS OF POWER, UPON PAPYRUS IS ALMOST AS OLD AS THAT OF WRITING THEM UPON STONE, AND WE SEE FROM THE INSCRIPTION ON THE WALLS OF THE CORRIDORS AND CHAMBERS OF THE PYRAMID OF UNAS, KING OF EGYPT ABOUT B.C. 3300, THAT A "BOOK WITH WORDS OF MAGICAL POWER" WAS BURIED WITH HIM. ELSEWHERE WE ARE TOLD THAT THE BOOK WHICH TETA, KING OF EGYPT ABOUT B.C. 3266, HAD WITH HIM "HATH EFFECT UPON THE HEART OF THE GODS"; AND THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THE OBJECT OF EVERY RELIGIOUS TEXT EVER WRITTEN ON TOMB, STELE, AMULET, COFFIN, PAPYRUS, ETC., WAS TO BRING THE GODS UNDER THE POWER OF THE DECEASED, SO THAT HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO COMPEL THEM TO DO HIS WILL. 
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THE HEART WAS NOT ONLY THE SEAT OF THE POWER OF LIFE, BUT ALSO THE SOURCE OF BOTH GOOD AND EVIL THOUGHTS; AND IT SOMETIMES TYPIFIED THE CONSCIENCE. IT WAS GUARDED AFTER DEATH WITH SPECIAL CARE, AND WAS MUMMIFIED SEPARATELY, AND THEN, WITH THE LUNGS, WAS PRESERVED IN A JAR WHICH WAS PLACED UNDER THE PROTECTION OF THE GOD TUAMUTEF. ITS PRESERVATION WAS CONSIDERED TO BE OF SUCH IMPORTANCE THAT A TEXT WAS INTRODUCED INTO THE BOOK OF THE DEAD AT AN EARLY PERIOD, WITH THE VIEW OF PROVIDING THE DECEASED WITH A HEART IN THE PLACE OF THAT WHICH HAD BEEN REMOVED IN THE PROCESS OF MUMMIFICATION. THE TEXT READS: "MAY MY HEART BE WITH ME IN THE HOUSE OF HEARTS! MAY MY BREAST BE WITH ME IN THE HOUSE OF HEARTS! MAY MY HEART BE WITH ME, AND MAY IT REST THERE, OR I SHALL NOT EAT OF THE CAKES OF OSIRIS ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF THE LAKE OF FLOWERS, NEITHER SHALL I HAVE A BOAT WHEREIN TO GO DOWN THE NILE, NOR ANOTHER WHEREIN TO GO UP, NOR SHALL I BE ABLE TO SAIL DOWN THE NILE WITH THEE. MAY MY MOUTH [BE GIVEN] TO ME THAT I MAY SPEAK THEREWITH, AND MY TWO LEGS TO WALK THEREWITH, AND MY TWO HANDS AND ARMS TO OVERTHROW MY FOE. MAY THE DOORS OF HEAVEN BE OPENED UNTO ME; MAY SEB, THE PRINCE OF THE GODS, OPEN WIDE HIS TWO JAWS UNTO ME; MAY HE OPEN MY TWO EYES WHICH ARE BLINDFOLDED; MAY HE CAUSE ME TO STRETCH APART MY TWO LEGS WHICH ARE BOUND TOGETHER; AND MAY ANPU (ANUBIS) MAKE MY THIGHS TO BE FIRM SO THAT I MAY STAND UPON THEM. MAY THE GODDESS SEKHET MAKE ME TO RISE SO THAT I MAY ASCEND INTO HEAVEN, AND MAY THAT WHICH I COMMAND IN THE HOUSE OF THE KA OF PTAH BE DONE. I SHALL UNDERSTAND WITH MY HEART, I SHALL GAIN THE MASTERY OVER MY HEART, I SHALL GAIN THE MASTERY OVER MY TWO HANDS, I SHALL GAIN THE MASTERY OVER MY LEGS, I SHALL HAVE THE POWER TO DO WHATSOEVER MY KA (DOUBLE) PLEASES. MY SOUL SHALL NOT BE FETTERED TO MY BODY AT THE GATES OF THE UNDERWORLD, BUT I SHALL ENTER IN AND COME FORTH IN PEACE." WHEN THE DECEASED HAD UTTERED THESE WORDS, IT WAS BELIEVED THAT HE WOULD AT ONCE OBTAIN THE POWERS WHICH HE WISHED TO POSSESS IN THE NEXT WORLD; AND WHEN HE HAD GAINED THE MASTERY OVER HIS HEART, THE HEART, THE DOUBLE, AND THE SOUL HAD THE POWER TO GO WHERE THEY WISHED AND TO DO WHAT THEY PLEASED. THE MENTION OF THE GOD PTAH AND OF HIS CONSORT SEKHET INDICATES THAT THE CHAPTER WAS THE WORK OF THE PRIESTS OF MEMPHIS, AND THAT THE IDEAS EMBODIED IN IT ARE OF GREAT ANTIQUITY. ACCORDING TO THE PAPYRUS OF NEKHTU-AMEN, THE AMULET OF THE HEART, WHICH IS REFERRED TO IN THE ABOVE CHAPTER, WAS TO BE MADE OF LAPIS-LAZULI, AND THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THIS STONE WAS BELIEVED TO POSSESS CERTAIN QUALITIES WHICH WERE BENEFICIAL TO THOSE WHO WORE IT. IT WILL ALSO BE REMEMBERED THAT, ACCORDING TO ONE TRADITION, THE TEXT OF THE LXIVTH CHAPTER OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD WAS FOUND WRITTEN IN LETTERS OF LAPIS-LAZULI IN THE REIGN OF HESEP-TI, KING OF EGYPT ABOUT B.C. 4300, AND THE WAY IN WHICH THE FACT IS MENTIONED IN THE RUBRIC TO THE CHAPTER PROVES THAT SPECIAL IMPORTANCE WAS ATTACHED TO IT.
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BUT ALTHOUGH A HEART MIGHT BE GIVEN TO A MAN BY MEANS OF THE ABOVE CHAPTER, IT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE DECEASED TO TAKE THE GREATEST CARE THAT IT WAS NOT CARRIED OFF FROM HIM BY A MONSTER, WHO WAS PART MAN AND PART BEAST, AND WHO WENT ABOUT SEEKING FOR HEARTS TO CARRY AWAY. TO PREVENT SUCH A CALAMITY NO LESS THAN SEVEN CHAPTERS OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD (NOS. XXVII., XXVIII., XXIX., XXIXA, XXX., XXXA, AND XXXB) WERE WRITTEN. THE XXVIITH CHAPTER WAS CONNECTED WITH A HEART AMULET MADE OF A WHITE, SEMI-TRANSPARENT STONE, AND READS: "HAIL, YE WHO CARRY AWAY HEARTS! HAIL, YE WHO STEAL HEARTS, AND WHO MAKE THE HEART OF A MAN TO GO THROUGH ITS TRANSFORMATIONS ACCORDING TO ITS DEEDS, LET NOT WHAT HE HATH DONE HARM HIM BEFORE YOU! HOMAGE TO YOU, O YE LORDS OF ETERNITY, YE POSSESSORS OF EVER LASTINGNESS, TAKE YE NOT THIS HEART OF OSIRIS INTO YOUR GRASP, AND CAUSE YE NOT WORDS OF EVIL TO SPRING UP AGAINST IT; FOR IT IS THE HEART OF OSIRIS, AND IT BELONGS UNTO HIM OF MANY NAMES, THE MIGHTY ONE WHOSE WORDS ARE HIS LIMBS, AND WHO SENDS FORTH HIS HEART TO DWELL IN HIS BODY. THE HEART OF OSIRIS IS TRIUMPHANT, AND IT IS MADE NEW BEFORE THE GODS: HE HATH GAINED POWER OVER IT, AND HE HATH NOT BEEN JUDGED ACCORDING TO WHAT HE HATH DONE. HE HATH GOTTEN POWER OVER HIS OWN MEMBERS. HIS HEART OBEYS HIM, HE IS THE LORD THEREOF, IT IS IN HIS BODY, AND IT SHALL NEVER FALL AWAY THEREFROM. I, OSIRIS, VICTORIOUS IN PEACE, AND TRIUMPHANT IN THE BEAUTIFUL AMENTA AND ON THE MOUNTAIN OF ETERNITY, BID THEE [O HEART] TO BE OBEDIENT UNTO ME IN THE UNDERWORLD." ANOTHER CHAPTER (XXIXB) WAS CONNECTED WITH A HEART AMULET MADE OF CARNELIAN, OF WHICH SO MANY EXAMPLES MAY BE FOUND IN LARGE MUSEUMS; THE TEXT READS: "I AM THE BENNU, THE SOUL OF RÂ, AND THE GUIDE OF THE GODS WHO ARE IN THE UNDERWORLD. THEIR DIVINE SOULS CAME FORTH UPON EARTH TO DO THE WILL OF THEIR DOUBLES, LET THEREFORE THE SOUL OF THE OSIRIS COME FORTH TO DO THE WILL OF HIS DOUBLE." THE BENNU WAS ALSO THE SOUL OF OSIRIS, AND THUS THE AMULET BROUGHT WITH IT THE PROTECTION OF BOTH OSIRIS AND RÂ. BUT OF ALL THE CHAPTERS WHICH RELATED TO THE HEART, THE MOST POPULAR AMONG THE EGYPTIANS WAS THAT WHICH IS COMMONLY KNOWN AS XXXB, AND ITS IMPORTANCE FROM A RELIGIOUS POINT OF VIEW CANNOT BE OVERSTATED. THE ANTIQUITY OF THE CHAPTER IS UNDOUBTED, FOR ACCORDING TO THE PAPYRUS OF NU, A DOCUMENT OF THE EARLY PART OF THE XVIIITH DYNASTY, IT DATES FROM THE TIME OF HESEP-TI, KING OF EGYPT ABOUT B.C. 4300, AND IT SEEMS THAT IT FORMED A PENDANT OR SUPPLEMENT TO THE LXIVTH CHAPTER, WHICH PROFESSED TO GIVE THE SUBSTANCE OF ALL THE "CHAPTERS OF COMING FORTH BY DAY" IN A SINGLE CHAPTER. IN THE RUBRIC TO THE LONGER VERSION OF THE CHAPTER, GIVEN IN THE SAME PAPYRUS, CHAPTER XXXB IS CONNECTED WITH HERUTÂTÂF, THE SON OF KHUFU (CHEOPS), A MAN FAMED FOR WISDOM, AND IT IS THERE ORDERED THAT THE WORDS OF IT BE RECITED OVER A HARD, GREEN STONE SCARAB, WHICH SHALL BE LAID IN THE BREAST OF THE DECEASED WHERE THE HEART WOULD ORDINARILY BE; THIS AMULET WOULD THEN PERFORM FOR HIM THE "OPENING OF THE MOUTH," FOR THE WORDS OF THE CHAPTER WOULD BE INDEED "WORDS OF POWER." FROM RECITING THE WORDS OF THE CHAPTER OVER A SCARAB TO ENGRAVING THEM UPON IT WAS BUT A STEP, AND THIS STEP WAS TAKEN AS EARLY AS THE IVTH DYNASTY. THE TEXT IS AS FOLLOWS: "MY HEART, MY MOTHER; MY HEART, MY MOTHER! MY HEART WHEREBY I CAME INTO BEING! MAY NAUGHT STAND UP TO OPPOSE ME AT [MY] JUDGMENT; MAY THERE BE NO OPPOSITION TO ME IN THE PRESENCE OF THE SOVEREIGN PRINCES; MAY THERE BE NO PARTING OF THEE FROM ME IN THE PRESENCE OF HIM THAT KEEPS THE BALANCE! THOU ART MY DOUBLE (KA), THE DWELLER IN MY BODY, THE GOD KHNEMU WHO KNITS AND STRENGTHENS MY LIMBS. MAYEST THOU COME FORTH INTO THE PLACE OF HAPPINESS WHITHER WE GO. MAY THE SHENIT, WHO FORM THE CONDITIONS OF THE LIVES OF MEN, NOT MAKE MY NAME TO STINK. LET IT BE SATISFACTORY UNTO US, AND LET THE LISTENING BE SATISFACTORY UNTO US, AND LET THERE BE JOY OF HEART UNTO US AT THE WEIGHING OF WORDS. LET NOT THAT WHICH IS FALSE BE UTTERED AGAINST ME BEFORE THE GREAT GOD, THE LORD OF AMENTET. VERILY HOW GREAT SHALT THOU BE WHEN THOU, RISES IN TRIUMPH." IT WAS THIS CHAPTER WHICH THE DECEASED RECITED WHEN HE WAS IN THE JUDGMENT HALL OF OSIRIS, WHILST HIS HEART WAS BEING WEIGHED IN THE BALANCE AGAINST THE FEATHER SYMBOLIC OF RIGHT AND TRUTH. FROM CERTAIN PAPYRI IT SEEMS AS IF THE ABOVE WORDS SHOULD, PROPERLY, BE SAID BY THE DECEASED WHEN HE IS BEING WEIGHED AGAINST HIS OWN HEART, A CONCEPTION WHICH IS QUITE DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THE JUDGMENT OF THE HEART BEFORE THE GODS.
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FROM WHAT HAS BEEN SAID ABOVE IT WILL BE SEEN THAT THE AMULET OF THE HEART, WHICH WAS CONNECTED WITH THE MOST IMPORTANT AND MOST POPULAR OF THE CHAPTERS FOR PROTECTING THE HEART, WAS DIRECTED TO BE MADE IN THE FORM OF THE SCARAB AT A VERY EARLY DATE. WE CAN TRACE THE IDEAS WHICH THE EGYPTIANS HELD ABOUT THIS INSECT AS FAR BACK AS THE TIME OF THE BUILDING OF THE PYRAMIDS, AND THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THEY REPRESENTED BELIEFS WHICH EVEN AT THAT EARLY PERIOD WERE VERY OLD. THE EGYPTIAN SEEMS TO HAVE REASONED THUS: SINCE THE PHYSICAL HEART IS TAKEN FROM THE BODY BEFORE MUMMIFICATION, AND THE BODY HAS NEED OF ANOTHER TO ACT AS THE SOURCE OF LIFE AND MOVEMENT IN ITS NEW LIFE, ANOTHER MUST BE PUT IN ITS PLACE. BUT A STONE HEART, WHETHER MADE OF LAPIS-LAZULI OR CARNELIAN, IS ONLY A STONE HEART AFTER ALL, AND EVEN THOUGH BY MEANS OF PRAYERS PROPERLY RECITED IT PREVENTS THE PHYSICAL HEART FROM BEING CARRIED OFF BY "THOSE WHO PLUNDER HEARTS," IT POSSESSES NOTHING OF ITSELF WHICH CAN BE TURNED TO ACCOUNT IN GIVING NEW LIFE AND BEING TO THE BODY ON WHICH IT LIES. BUT THE SCARAB OR BEETLE ITSELF POSSESSES REMARKABLE POWERS, AND IF A FIGURE OF THE SCARAB BE MADE, AND THE PROPER WORDS OF POWER BE WRITTEN UPON IT, NOT ONLY PROTECTION OF THE DEAD PHYSICAL HEART, BUT ALSO NEW LIFE AND EXISTENCE WILL BE GIVEN TO HIM TO WHOSE BODY IT IS ATTACHED. MOREOVER, THE SCARAB WAS THE TYPE AND SYMBOL OF THE GOD KHEPERA, THE INVISIBLE POWER OF CREATION WHICH PROPELLED THE SUN ACROSS THE SKY. THE PARTICULAR BEETLE CHOSEN BY THE EGYPTIANS TO COPY FOR AMULETS BELONGS TO THE FAMILY OF DUNG-FEEDING LAMELLICORNS WHICH LIVE IN TROPICAL COUNTRIES. THE SPECIES ARE GENERALLY OF A BLACK HUE, BUT AMONGST THEM ARE TO BE FOUND SOME ADORNED WITH THE RICHEST METALLIC COLORS. A REMARKABLE PECULIARITY EXISTS IN THE STRUCTURE AND SITUATION OF THE HIND LEGS, WHICH ARE PLACED SO NEAR THE EXTREMITY OF THE BODY, AND SO FAR FROM EACH OTHER, AS TO GIVE THE INSECT A MOST EXTRAORDINARY APPEARANCE WHEN WALKING. THIS PECULIAR FORMATION IS, NEVERTHELESS, PARTICULARLY SERVICEABLE TO ITS POSSESSORS IN ROLLING THE BALLS OF EXCREMENTITIOUS MATTER IN WHICH THEY ENCLOSE THEIR EGGS. THESE BALLS ARE AT FIRST IRREGULAR AND SOFT, BUT, BY DEGREES, AND DURING THE PROCESS OF ROLLING ALONG, BECOME ROUNDED AND HARDER; THEY ARE PROPELLED BY MEANS OF THE HIND LEGS. SOMETIMES THESE BALLS ARE AN INCH AND A HALF OR TWO INCHES IN DIAMETER, AND IN ROLLING THEM ALONG THE BEETLES STAND ALMOST UPON THEIR BEADS, WITH THE HEADS TURNED FROM THE BALLS. THESE MANEUVERS HAVE FOR THEIR OBJECT THE BURYING OF THE BALLS IN HOLES, WHICH THE INSECTS HAVE PREVIOUSLY DUG FOR THEIR RECEPTION; AND IT IS UPON THE DUNG THUS DEPOSITED THAT THE LARVAE, WHEN HATCHED, FEED. IT DOES NOT APPEAR THAT THESE BEETLES HAVE THE ABILITY TO DISTINGUISH THEIR OWN BALLS, AS THEY WILL SEIZE UPON THOSE BELONGING TO ANOTHER, IN THE CASE OF THEIR HAVING LOST THEIR OWN; INDEED, IT IS SAID THAT SEVERAL OF THEM OCCASIONALLY ASSIST IN ROLLING THE SAME BALL. THE MALES AS WELL AS THE FEMALES ASSIST IN ROLLING THE PELLETS. THEY FLY DURING THE HOTTEST PART OF THE DAY. AMONG THE ANCIENTS SEVERAL CURIOUS VIEWS WERE HELD ABOUT THE SCARAB, WHETHER OF THE TYPE SCARABÆUS SACER OR THE ATEUCHUS ÆGYPTIORIUM, AND ÆLIAN, PORPHYRY, AND HORAPOLLO DECLARED THAT NO FEMALE SCARAB EXISTED. THE LAST-NAMED WRITER STATED THAT THE SCARAB DENOTED "ONLY BEGOTTEN," BECAUSE IT WAS A CREATURE SELF-PRODUCED, BEING UNCONCEIVED BY A FEMALE. HE GOES ON TO SAY THAT, HAVING MADE A BALL OF DUNG, THE BEETLE ROLLS IT FROM EAST TO WEST, AND HAVING DUG A HOLE, HE BURIES IT IN IT FOR EIGHT AND TWENTY DAYS; ON THE TWENTY-NINTH DAY HE OPENS THE BALL, AND THROWS IT INTO THE WATER, AND FROM IT THE SCARABAEI COME FORTH. THE FACT THAT THE SCARAB FLIES DURING THE HOTTEST PART OF THE DAY MADE THE INSECT TO BE IDENTIFIED WITH THE SUN, AND THE BALL OF EGGS TO BE COMPARED TO THE SUN ITSELF. THE UNSEEN POWER OF GOD, MADE MANIFEST UNDER THE FORM OF THE GOD KHEPERA, CAUSED THE SUN TO ROLL ACROSS THE SKY, AND THE ACT OF ROLLING GAVE TO THE SCARAB ITS NAME KHEPER, I.E., "HE WHO ROLLS." THE SUN CONTAINED THE GERMS OF ALL LIFE, AND AS THE INSECT'S BALL CONTAINED THE GERMS OF THE YOUNG SCARABS IT WAS IDENTIFIED ALSO WITH THE SUN AS A CREATURE WHICH PRODUCED LIFE IN A SPECIAL WAY. NOW, THE GOD KHEPERA ALSO REPRESENTED INERT BUT LIVING MATTER, WHICH WAS ABOUT TO BEGIN A COURSE OF EXISTENCE, AND AT A VERY EARLY PERIOD HE WAS CONSIDERED TO BE A GOD OF THE RESURRECTION; AND SINCE THE SCARAB WAS IDENTIFIED WITH HIM THAT INSECT BECAME AT ONCE THE SYMBOL OF THE GOD AND THE TYPE OF THE RESURRECTION. BUT THE DEAD HUMAN BODY, FROM ONE ASPECT, CONTAINED THE GERM OF LIFE, THAT IS TO SAY, THE GERM OF THE SPIRITUAL BODY, WHICH WAS CALLED INTO BEING BY MEANS OF THE PRAYERS THAT WERE RECITED AND THE CEREMONIES THAT WERE PERFORMED ON THE DAY OF THE FUNERAL; FROM THIS POINT OF VIEW THE INSECT'S EGG BALL AND THE DEAD BODY WERE IDENTICAL. NOW, AS THE INSECT HAD GIVEN POTENTIAL LIFE TO ITS EGGS IN THE BALL, SO, IT WAS THOUGHT, WOULD A MODEL OF THE SCARAB, ITSELF THE SYMBOL OF THE GOD KHEPERA, ALSO GIVE POTENTIAL LIFE TO THE DEAD BODY UPON WHICH IT WAS PLACED, ALWAYS PROVIDED THAT THE PROPER "WORDS OF POWER" WERE FIRST SAID OVER IT OR WRITTEN UPON IT. THE IDEA OF "LIFE" APPEARS TO HAVE ATTACHED ITSELF TO THE SCARAB FROM TIME IMMEMORIAL IN EGYPT AND THE EASTERN SÛDÂN, FOR TO THIS DAY THE INSECT IS DRIED, POUNDED, AND MIXED WITH WATER, AND THEN DRUNK BY WOMEN WHO BELIEVE IT TO BE AN UNFAILING SPECIFIC FOR THE PRODUCTION OF LARGE FAMILIES. IN ANCIENT DAYS WHEN A MAN WISHED TO DRIVE AWAY THE EFFECTS OF EVERY KIND OF SORCERY AND INCANTATIONS, HE MIGHT DO SO BY CUTTING OFF THE HEAD AND WINGS OF A LARGE BEETLE, WHICH HE BOILED AND LAID IN OIL. THE HEAD AND WINGS WERE THEN WARMED UP AND STEEPED IN THE OIL OF THE ÂPNENT SERPENT, AND WHEN THEY HAD BEEN ONCE MORE BOILED THE MAN WAS TO DRINK THE MIXTURE. THE AMULET OF THE SCARAB HAS BEEN FOUND IN EGYPT IN UNTOLD THOUSANDS, AND THE VARIETIES ARE EXCEEDINGLY NUMEROUS. THEY ARE MADE OF GREEN BASALT, GREEN GRANITE, LIMESTONE, GREEN MARBLE, BLUE PASTE, BLUE GLASS, PURPLE, BLUE AND GREEN GLAZED PORCELAIN, ETC.; AND THE WORDS OF POWER ARE USUALLY CUT IN OUTLINE ON THE BASE. IN RARE INSTANCES, THE SCARAB HAS A HUMAN FACE OR HEAD, AND SOMETIMES THE BACKS ARE INSCRIBED WITH FIGURES OF THE BOAT OF RÂ, OF THE BENNU BIRD, "THE SOUL OF RÂ," AND OF THE EYE OF HORUS. THE GREEN STONE SCARABS ARE OFTEN SET IN GOLD, AND HAVE A BAND OF GOLD ACROSS AND---
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---DOWN THE BACK WHERE THE WINGS JOIN; SOMETIMES THE WHOLE BACK IS GILDED, AND SOMETIMES THE BASE IS COVERED WITH A PLATE OF GOLD UPON WHICH THE WORDS OF POWER HAVE BEEN STAMPED OR ENGRAVED. OCCASIONALLY THE BASE OF THE SCARAB IS MADE IN THE FORM OF A HEART, A FACT WHICH PROVES THE CLOSENESS OF THE RELATIONSHIP WHICH EXISTED BETWEEN THE AMULETS OF THE HEART AND SCARAB. IN LATE TIMES, THAT IS TO SAY ABOUT B.C. 1200, LARGE FUNERAL SCARABS WERE SET IN PYLON-SHAPED PECTORALS, MADE OF PORCELAIN OF VARIOUS COLORS, UPON WHICH THE BOAT OF THE SUN WAS EITHER TRACED IN COLORS OR WORKED IN RELIEF, AND THE SCARAB IS PLACED SO AS TO APPEAR TO BE CARRIED IN THE BOAT; ON THE LEFT STANDS ISIS AND ON THE RIGHT NEPHTHYS. THE OLDEST GREEN STONE FUNERAL SCARAB KNOWN TO ME IS IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM (NO. 29,224); IT WAS FOUND AT KÛRNA NEAR THEBES AND BELONGS TO THE PERIOD OF THE XITH DYNASTY, ABOUT B.C. 2600. THE NAME OF THE MAN FOR WHOM IT WAS MADE (HE APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN AN OFFICIAL OF THE TEMPLE OF AMEN) WAS TRACED ON IT IN LIGHT COLORED PAINT WHICH WAS AFTERWARDS VARNISHED; THERE ARE NO "WORDS OF POWER" ON THIS INTERESTING OBJECT. WHEN ONCE THE CUSTOM OF BURYING SCARABS WITH THE BODIES OF THE DEAD BECAME RECOGNIZED, THE HABIT OF WEARING THEM AS ORNAMENTS BY THE LIVING CAME INTO FASHION, AND AS A RESULT SCARABS OF ALMOST EVERY SORT AND KIND MAY BE FOUND BY THE THOUSAND IN MANY COLLECTIONS, AND IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE NUMBER OF VARIETIES OF THEM WAS ONLY LIMITED BY THE ABILITY OF THOSE WHO MANUFACTURED THEM IN ANCIENT DAYS TO INVENT NEW SORTS. THE USE OF THE SCARAB AMULET PASSED INTO WESTERN ASIA AND INTO SEVERAL COUNTRIES WHICH LAY ON THE MEDITERRANEAN, AND THOSE WHO WORE IT SEEM TO HAVE ATTACHED TO IT MUCH THE SAME IDEA AS ITS EARLY INVENTORS, THE EGYPTIANS. FROM A GREEK MAGICAL PAPYRUS TRANSLATED BY GOODWIN WE MAY SEE THAT CERTAIN SOLEMN CEREMONIES WERE PERFORMED OVER A SCARAB BEFORE IT WAS WORN, EVEN IN THE PERIOD OF THE RULE OF THE GREEKS AND ROMANS. THUS ABOUT THE "RING OF HORUS" AND THE "CEREMONY OF THE BEETLE" WE ARE TOLD TO TAKE A BEETLE, SCULPTURED AS DESCRIBED BELOW, AND TO PLACE IT ON A PAPER TABLE, AND UNDER THE TABLE THERE SHALL BE A PURE LINEN CLOTH; UNDER IT PUT SOME OLIVE WOOD, AND SET ON THE MIDDLE OF THE TABLE A SMALL CENSER WHEREIN MYRRH AND KYPHI SHALL BE OFFERED. AND HAVE AT HAND A SMALL VESSEL OF CHRYSOLITE INTO WHICH OINTMENT OF LILIES, OR MYRRH, OR CINNAMON, SHALL BE PUT, AND TAKE THE RING AND LAY IT IN THE OINTMENT, HAVING FIRST MADE IT PURE AND CLEAN, AND OFFER IT UP IN THE CENSER WITH KYPHI AND MYRRH; LEAVE THE RING FOR THREE DAYS, AND TAKE IT OUT AND PUT IT IN A SAFE PLACE. AT THE CELEBRATION LET THERE LIE NEAR AT HAND SOME PURE LOAVES, AND SUCH FRUITS AS ARE IN SEASON, AND HAVING MADE ANOTHER SACRIFICE UPON VINE STICKS, DURING THE SACRIFICE TAKE THE RING OUT OF THE OINTMENT, AND ANOINT THYSELF WITH THE UNCTION FROM IT. THOU SHALT ANOINT THYSELF EARLY IN THE MORNING, AND TURNING TOWARDS THE EAST SHALT PRONOUNCE THE WORDS WRITTEN BELOW. THE BEETLE SHALL BE CARVED OUT OF A PRECIOUS EMERALD; BORE IT AND PASS A GOLD WIRE THROUGH IT, AND BENEATH THE BEETLE CARVE THE HOLY ISIS, AND HAVING CONSECRATED IT AS ABOVE WRITTEN, USE IT. THE PROPER DAYS FOR THE CELEBRATION WERE THE 7TH, 9TH, 10TH, 12TH, 14TH, 16TH, 21ST, 24TH, AND 25TH, FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE MONTH; ON OTHER DAYS ABSTAIN. THE SPELL TO BE RECITED BEGAN, "I AM THOTH," THE INVENTOR AND FOUNDER OF MEDICINES AND LETTERS; "COME TO ME, THOU THAT ART UNDER THE EARTH, RISE UP TO ME, THOU GREAT SPIRIT."
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THIS AMULET REPRESENTS THE BUCKLE OF THE GIRDLE OF ISIS, AND IS USUALLY MADE OF CARNELIAN, RED JASPER, RED GLASS, AND OF OTHER SUBSTANCES OF A RED COLOR; IT IS SOMETIMES MADE OF GOLD, AND OF SUBSTANCES COVERED WITH GOLD. IT IS ALWAYS ASSOCIATED WITH THE CLVITH CHAPTER OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD, WHICH IS FREQUENTLY INSCRIBED UPON IT, AND WHICH READS: "THE BLOOD OF ISIS, AND THE STRENGTH OF ISIS, AND THE WORDS OF POWER OF ISIS SHALL BE MIGHTY TO ACT AS POWERS TO PROTECT THIS GREAT AND DIVINE BEING, AND TO GUARD HIM FROM HIM THAT WOULD DO UNTO HIM ANYTHING THAT HE HOLDS IN ABOMINATION." BUT BEFORE THE BUCKLE WAS ATTACHED TO THE NECK OF THE DECEASED, WHERE THE RUBRIC ORDERED IT TO BE PLACED, IT HAD TO BE DIPPED IN WATER IN WHICH ÂNKHAM FLOWERS HAD BEEN STEEPED; AND WHEN THE WORDS OF THE CHAPTER OF THE BUCKLE GIVEN ABOVE HAD BEEN RECITED OVER IT, THE AMULET BROUGHT TO THE DECEASED THE PROTECTION OF THE BLOOD OF ISIS, AND OF HER WORDS OF POWER. IT WILL BE REMEMBERED THAT SHE RAISED THE DEAD BODY OF OSIRIS BY MEANS OF HER WORDS OF POWER, AND THERE IS A LEGEND TO THE EFFECT THAT SHE SMOTE THE SUN-GOD RÂ WITH SEVERE SICKNESS BY THE MAGICAL POWER WHICH SHE POSSESSED. ANOTHER OBJECT OF THE BUCKLE WAS TO GIVE THE DECEASED ACCESS TO EVERY PLACE IN THE UNDERWORLD, AND TO ENABLE HIM TO HAVE "ONE HAND TOWARDS HEAVEN, AND ONE HAND TOWARDS EARTH."
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THIS AMULET PROBABLY REPRESENTS THE TREE TRUNK IN WHICH THE GODDESS ISIS CONCEALED THE DEAD BODY OF HER HUSBAND, AND THE FOUR CROSS-BARS INDICATE THE FOUR CARDINAL POINTS; IT BECAME A SYMBOL OF THE HIGHEST RELIGIOUS IMPORTANCE TO THE EGYPTIANS, AND THE SETTING UP OF THE TET AT BUSIRIS, WHICH SYMBOLIZED THE RECONSTITUTING OF THE BODY OF OSIRIS, WAS ONE OF THE MOST SOLEMN OF ALL THE CEREMONIES PERFORMED IN CONNEXION WITH THE WORSHIP OF OSIRIS. THE TET REPRESENTS NEITHER THE MASON'S TABLE NOR A NILOMETER, AS SOME HAVE THOUGHT, IT IS ALWAYS ASSOCIATED WITH THE CLVTH CHAPTER OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD, WHICH READS: "RISE UP THOU, O OSIRIS! THOU HAST THY BACKBONE, O STILL-HEART! THOU HAST THE FASTENINGS OF THY NECK AND BACK, O STILL-HEART! PLACE THOU THYSELF UPON--- 
[bookmark: img_04500][image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/04500.jpg]
---THY BASE, I PUT WATER BENEATH THEE, AND I BRING UNTO THEE A TET OF GOLD THAT THOU MAYEST REJOICE THEREIN." LIKE THE BUCKLE, THE TET HAD TO BE DIPPED IN THE WATER IN WHICH ÂNKHAM FLOWERS HAD BEEN STEEPED, AND LAID UPON THE NECK OF THE DECEASED, TO WHOM IT GAVE THE POWER TO RECONSTITUTE THE BODY AND TO BECOME A PERFECT KHU (SPIRIT) IN THE UNDERWORLD. ON COFFINS THE RIGHT HAND OF THE DECEASED GRASPS THE BUCKLE, AND THE LEFT THE TET; BOTH ARE MADE OF WOOD, NOTWITHSTANDING THE FACT THAT THE RUBRIC TO THE CHAPTER OF THE TE ORDERS THE TET TO BE MADE OF GOLD. 
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THIS AMULET IS A MODEL OF THE PILLOW WHICH IS FOUND PLACED UNDER THE NECK OF THE MUMMY IN THE COFFIN, AND ITS OBJECT IS TO "LIFT UP" AND TO PROTECT THE HEAD OF THE DECEASED; IT IS USUALLY MADE OF HAEMATITE, AND IS INSCRIBED WITH THE TEXT OF THE CLXVITH CHAPTER OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD, WHICH READS: "THOU ART LIFTED UP, O SICK ONE THAT LIES PROSTRATE. THEY LIFT UP THY HEAD TO THE HORIZON, THOU ART RAISED UP, AND DOST TRIUMPH BY REASON OF WHAT HATH BEEN DONE FOR THEE. PTAH HATH OVERTHROWN THINE ENEMIES, WHICH WAS ORDERED TO BE DONE FOR THEE. THOU ART HORUS, THE SON OF HATHOR, ...WHO GIVES BACK THE HEAD AFTER THE SLAUGHTER. THY HEAD SHALL NOT BE CARRIED AWAY FROM THEE AFTER [THE SLAUGHTER], THY HEAD SHALL NEVER, NEVER BE CARRIED AWAY FROM THEE." 
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[bookmark: img_04801]THIS AMULET WAS INTENDED TO CAUSE THE POWER OF ISIS AS THE "DIVINE MOTHER" TO BE A PROTECTION FOR THE DECEASED, AND WAS MADE OF GOLD IN THE FORM OF A VULTURE HOVERING IN THE AIR WITH OUTSTRETCHED WINGS AND HOLDING IN EACH TALON THE SYMBOL OF "LIFE" [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/04801.jpg]AND WAS PLACED ON THE NECK ON THE DAY OF THE FUNERAL. WITH THIS AMULET THE CLVIITH CHAPTER OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD WAS ASSOCIATED, AND IT WAS ORDERED BY THE RUBRIC TO IT TO BE RECITED OVER IT; THIS TEXT READS: "ISIS COMETH AND HOVERS OVER THE CITY, AND SHE GOES ABOUT SEEKING THE SECRET HABITATIONS OF HORUS AS HE EMERGES FROM HIS PAPYRUS SWAMPS, AND SHE RAISES UP HIS SHOULDER WHICH IS IN EVIL CASE. HE IS MADE ONE OF THE, COMPANY IN THE DIVINE BOAT, AND THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE WHOLE WORLD IS DECREED FOR HIM. HE HATH WARRED MIGHTILY, AND HE MAKES HIS DEEDS TO BE REMEMBERED; HE HATH MADE THE FEAR OF HIM TO EXIST AND AWE OF HIM TO HAVE ITS BEING. HIS MOTHER THE MIGHTY LADY, PROTECTS HIM, AND SHE HATH TRANSFERRED HER POWER UNTO HIM." THE FIRST ALLUSION IS TO THE CARE WHICH ISIS SHEWED FOR HORUS WHEN SHE WAS BRINGING HIM UP IN THE PAPYRUS SWAMPS, AND THE SECOND TO HIS COMBAT WITH SET, WHOM HE VANQUISHED THROUGH THE MIGHT OF ISIS. 
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THIS AMULET WAS INTENDED TO GIVE THE DECEASED POWER TO FREE HIMSELF FROM HIS SWATHING’S; IT IS ORDERED BY THE RUBRIC TO THE CLVIIITH CHAPTER OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD TO BE PLACED ON HIS NECK ON THE DAY OF THE FUNERAL, AND TO BE MADE OF GOLD. THE TEXT OF THE CHAPTER READS: "O MY FATHER, MY BROTHER, MY MOTHER ISIS, I AM UNSWATHED, AND I SEE. I AM ONE OF THOSE WHO ARE UNSWATHED AND WHO SEE THE GOD SEB." THIS AMULET IS VERY RARE, AND APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN THE EXPRESSION OF BELIEFS WHICH GREW UP IN THE PERIOD OF THE XXVITH DYNASTY, ABOUT B.C. 550.
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THIS AMULET WAS INTENDED TO GIVE THE DECEASED VIGOR AND RENEWAL OF YOUTH; IT WAS MADE OF MOTHER-OF-EMERALD, OR OF LIGHT GREEN OR BLUE PORCELAIN, AND, WHEN THE WORDS OF THE CLIXTH CHAPTER OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD HAD BEEN RECITED OVER IT, IT WAS PLACED ON HIS NECK ON THE DAY OF THE FUNERAL. IN THE XXVITH DYNASTY AND LATER IT SEEMS AS IF THE AMULET REPRESENTED THE POWER OF ISIS, WHO DERIVED IT FROM HER FATHER, THE HUSBAND OF RENENET, THE GODDESS OF ABUNDANT HARVESTS AND FOOD. AT AN EARLIER PERIOD, JUDGING FROM THE TEXT OF THE CLXTH CHAPTER, THE AMULET IS PUT BY THE GOD [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] THOTH INTO THE HANDS OF THE DECEASED, WHO SAYS, "IT IS IN SOUND STATE, AND I AM IN SOUND STATE; IT IS NOT INJURED, AND I AM NOT INJURED; IT IS NOT WORN AWAY, AND I AM NOT WORN AWAY."
[bookmark: img_05000]9. THE AMULET OF THE SOUL, [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/05000.jpg]
THIS AMULET WAS MADE OF GOLD INLAID WITH PRECIOUS STONES IN THE FORM OF A HUMAN-HEADED HAWK, AND, WHEN THE WORDS OF THE LXXXIXTH CHAPTER OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD HAD BEEN RECITED OVER IT, IT WAS DIRECTED BY THE RUBRIC TO THE CHAPTER TO BE PLACED UPON THE BREAST OF THE DECEASED. THE OBJECT OF THE AMULET IS APPARENT FROM THE TEXT IN WHICH THE DECEASED IS MADE TO SAY, "HAIL, THOU GOD ANNIU! HAIL, THOU GOD PEHRER, WHO DWELLEST IN THY HALL! GRANT THOU THAT MY SOUL MAY COME UNTO ME FROM WHERESOEVER IT MAY BE. IF IT WOULD TARRY, THEN LET MY SOUL BE BROUGHT UNTO ME FROM WHERESOEVER IT MAY BE...LET ME HAVE POSSESSION OF MY SOUL AND OF MY SPIRIT, AND LET ME BE TRUE OF VOICE WITH THEM WHERESOEVER THEY MAY BE...HAIL, YE GODS, WHO TOW ALONG THE BOAT OF THE LORD OF MILLIONS OF YEARS, WHO BRING IT ABOVE THE UNDERWORLD, AND WHO MAKE IT TO TRAVEL OVER NUT, WHO MAKE SOULS TO ENTER INTO THEIR SPIRITUAL BODIES, ...GRANT THAT THE SOUL OF THE OSIRIS "MAY COME FORTH BEFORE THE GODS, AND THAT IT MAY BE TRUE OF VOICE WITH YOU IN THE EAST OF THE SKY, AND FOLLOW UNTO THE PLACE WHERE IT WAS YESTERDAY, AND ENJOY TWOFOLD PEACE IN AMENTET. MAY IT LOOK UPON ITS NATURAL BODY, MAY IT REST UPON ITS SPIRITUAL BODY, AND MAY ITS BODY NEITHER PERISH NOR SUFFER CORRUPTION FOR EVER!" THUS, THE AMULET OF THE SOUL WAS INTENDED TO ENABLE THE SOUL BOTH TO UNITE WITH THE MUMMIFIED BODY, AND TO BE WITH ITS SPIRIT (KHU) AND SPIRITUAL BODY AT WILL.
[bookmark: img_05100]10. THE AMULET OF THE LADDER [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/05100.jpg]
IN TOMBS OF THE ANCIENT AND MIDDLE EMPIRES SMALL OBJECTS OF WOOD AND OTHER SUBSTANCES IN THE FORM OF LADDERS HAVE OFTEN BEEN FOUND, BUT THE SIGNIFICATION OF THEM IS NOT ALWAYS APPARENT. FROM THE TEXTS INSCRIBED UPON THE WALLS OF THE CORRIDORS AND CHAMBERS OF THE PYRAMIDS OF UNAS, TETA, PEPI, AND OTHER EARLY KINGS, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE PRIMITIVE EGYPTIANS BELIEVED THAT THE FLOOR OF HEAVEN, WHICH ALSO FORMED THE SKY OF THIS WORLD, WAS MADE OF AN IMMENSE PLATE OF IRON, RECTANGULAR IN SHAPE, THE FOUR CORNERS OF WHICH RESTED UPON FOUR PILLARS WHICH SERVED TO MARK THE CARDINAL POINTS. ON THIS PLATE OF IRON LIVED THE GODS AND THE BLESSED DEAD, AND IT WAS THE AIM OF EVERY GOOD EGYPTIAN TO GO THERE AFTER DEATH. AT CERTAIN SACRED SPOTS THE EDGE OF THE PLATE WAS SO NEAR THE TOPS OF THE MOUNTAINS THAT THE DECEASED MIGHT EASILY CLAMBER ON TO IT AND SO OBTAIN ADMISSION INTO HEAVEN, BUT AT OTHERS THE DISTANCE BETWEEN IT AND THE EARTH WAS SO GREAT THAT HE NEEDED HELP TO REACH IT. THERE EXISTED A BELIEF THAT OSIRIS HIMSELF EXPERIENCED SOME DIFFICULTY OF GETTING UP TO THE IRON PLATE, AND THAT IT WAS ONLY BY MEANS OF THE LADDER WHICH HIS FATHER RÂ PROVIDED THAT HE AT LENGTH ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN. ON ONE SIDE OF THE LADDER STOOD RÂ, AND ON THE OTHER STOOD HORUS, THE SON OF ISIS, AND EACH GOD ASSISTED OSIRIS TO MOUNT IT. ORIGINALLY THE TWO GUARDIANS OF THE LADDER WERE HORUS THE ELDER AND SET, AND THERE ARE SEVERAL REFERENCES IN THE EARLY TEXTS TO THE HELP WHICH THEY RENDERED TO THE DECEASED, WHO WAS, OF COURSE, IDENTIFIED WITH THE GOD OSIRIS. BUT, WITH A VIEW EITHER OF REMINDING THESE GODS OF THEIR SUPPOSED DUTY, OR OF COMPELLING THEM TO DO IT, THE MODEL OF A LADDER WAS OFTEN PLACED ON OR NEAR THE DEAD BODY IN THE TOMB, AND A SPECIAL COMPOSITION WAS PREPARED WHICH HAD THE EFFECT OF MAKING THE LADDER BECOME THE MEANS OF THE ASCENT OF THE DECEASED INTO HEAVEN. THUS, IN THE TEXT WRITTEN FOR PEPI THE DECEASED IS MADE TO ADDRESS THE LADDER IN THESE WORDS: "HOMAGE TO THEE, O DIVINE LADDER! HOMAGE TO THEE, O LADDER OF SET! STAND THOU UPRIGHT, O DIVINE LADDER! STAND THOU UPRIGHT, O LADDER OF SET! STAND THOU UPRIGHT, O LADDER OF HORUS, WHEREBY OSIRIS CAME FORTH INTO HEAVEN WHEN HE MADE USE OF HIS MAGICAL POWER UPON RÂ...FOR PEPI IS THY SON, AND PEPI IS HORUS, AND THOU HAST GIVEN BIRTH UNTO PEPI EVEN AS THOU HAST GIVEN BIRTH UNTO THE GOD WHO IS THE LORD OF THE LADDER (HORUS); AND THOU SHALT GIVE UNTO PEPI THE LADDER OF THE GOD (HORUS), THOU SHALT GIVE UNTO HIM THE LADDER OF THE GOD SET WHEREBY THIS PEPI SHALL COME FORTH INTO HEAVEN WHEN HE SHALL HAVE MADE USE OF HIS MAGICAL POWER UPON RÂ. O 'THOU GOD OF THOSE WHOSE DOUBLES (KAU) PASS ONWARDS, (WHEN THE EYE OF HORUS SOARS UPON THE WING OF 'THOTH ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE DIVINE LADDER (OR LADDER OF GOD), O MEN WHOSE BODIES [WOULD GO] INTO HEAVEN, PEPI IS THE EYE OF HORUS, AND WHEN THE 'EYE TURNS ITSELF TO ANY PLACE WHERE HE IS, PEPI GOES SIDE BY SIDE WITH THE EYE OF HORUS, AND O YE WHO ARE THE BRETHREN OF THE GODS, REJOICE YE THAT PEPI JOURNEYS AMONG YOU. AND THE BRETHREN OF PEPI WHO AXE THE GODS SHALL BE GLAD WHEN THEY MEET PEPI, EVEN AS HORUS IS GLAD WHEN HE MEETS HIS EYE. HE HATH PLACED HIS EYE BEFORE HIS FATHER SEB, AND EVERY GOD AND EVERY SPIRIT, STRETCHES OUT HIS HAND TOWARDS PEPI WHEN HE COMETH FORTH INTO HEAVEN FROM THE LADDER. PEPI HATH NEED NEITHER TO 'PLOUGH THE EARTH,' NOR TO 'COLLECT THE OFFERING'; AND HE HATH (NEED NEITHER TO GO TO THE HALL WHICH IS IN ANNU (HELIOPOLIS), NOR TO THE HALL OF THE MORNING WHICH IS IN ANNU; FOR THAT WHICH HE SEES AND THAT WHICH HE HEARETH SHALL FEED HIM AND NOURISH HIM WHEN HE APPEARS IN HEAVEN FROM THE LADDER. PEPI RISES LIKE THE URAEUS ON THE FOREHEAD OF SET, AND EVERY GOD AND EVERY SPIRIT STRETCHES OUT HIS HAND TO PEPI ON THE LADDER. PEPI HATH GATHERED TOGETHER HIS BONES, BE HATH COLLECTED HIS FLESH, AND HE HATH GONE QUICKLY INTO HEAVEN BY MEANS OF THE TWO FINGERS OF THE GOD OF THE LADDER (HORUS). ELSEWHERE THE GODS KHONSU, SEPT, ETC., ARE INVOKED TO BRING THE LADDER TO PEPI, AND THE LADDER ITSELF IS ADJURED TO COME WITH ITS NAME, AND IN ANOTHER PLACE WE READ, HOMAGE TO THEE, O THOU LADDER THAT SUPPORTEST THE GOLDEN VASE OF THE SPIRITS OF PE AND THE SPIRITS OF NEKHEN, STRETCH OUT THY HAND TO THIS PEPI, AND LET HIM TAKE HIS SEAT BETWEEN THE TWO GREAT GODS WHO (CARE IN THE PLACE OF THIS PEPI; TAKE HIM BY THE HAND AND LEAD HIM TOWARDS SEKHET-HETEP (THE ELYSIAN FIELDS), AND LET HIM TAKE HIS SEAT AMONG THE STARS WHICH ARE IN THE SKY." IN THE THEBAN RECENSION OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD THE IMPORTANCE OF THE LADDER IS ALSO SEEN, FOR IN CHAPTER CXLIX. THE DECEASED SAYS, "I SET UP A LADDER AMONG THE GODS, AND I AM A DIVINE BEING AMONG THEM"; AND IN CHAPTER CLIII. HE SAYS, "THE [PARAGRAPH CONTINUES] OSIRIS NU SHALL COME FORTH UPON YOUR LADDER WHICH RÂ HATH MADE FOR HIM, AND HORUS AND SET SHALL GRASP HIM FIRMLY BY THE HAND." FINALLY, WHEN THE CUSTOM OF PLACING A MODEL OF THE LADDER IN THE TOMB FELL INTO DISUSE, THE PRIESTS PROVIDED FOR THE NECESSITY OF THE DEAD BY PAINTING A LADDER ON THE PAPYRI THAT WERE INSCRIBED WITH THE TEXTS FROM THE BOOK OF THE DEAD AND WERE BURIED WITH THEM.  
[bookmark: img_05500]11. THE AMULET OF THE TWO FINGERS, [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/05500.jpg]
THIS AMULET IS INTENDED TO REPRESENT THE TWO FINGERS, INDEX AND MEDIUS, WHICH THE GOD HORUS EMPLOYED IN HELPING HIS FATHER OSIRIS UP THE LADDER INTO HEAVEN, AS HAS BEEN DESCRIBED ABOVE; IT IS FOUND IN THE INTERIOR OF MUMMIES AND IS USUALLY MADE OF OBSIDIAN OR HAEMATITE.
[bookmark: img_05501]12. THE AMULET OF THE EYE OF HORUS, [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/05501.jpg]
THE EYE OF HORUS AMULET, OR UTCHAT, IS ONE OF THE COMMONEST OF ALL, AND ITS USE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN UNIVERSAL AT ALL PERIODS. IT WAS MADE OF GOLD, SILVER, GRANITE, HAEMATITE, CARNELIAN, LAPIS-LAZULI, PORCELAIN, WOOD, ETC., ALTHOUGH THE RUBRIC OF A LATE CHAPTER OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD DIRECTS THAT THE AMULET SHOULD BE MADE EITHER OF LAPIS-LAZULI OR OF MAK STONE. THE UTCHAT IS OF TWO KINDS, ONE FACING TO THE LEFT AND THE OTHER TO THE RIGHT, AND TOGETHER THEY REPRESENT THE TWO EYES OF HORUS, ONE OF WHICH, ACCORDING TO AN ANCIENT TEXT, WAS WHITE AND THE OTHER BLACK; FROM ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW ONE UTCHAT REPRESENTS THE SUN AND THE OTHER THE MOON, OR RÂ AND OSIRIS RESPECTIVELY. BUT SPEAKING GENERALLY, WHEN THE EGYPTIANS WORE THE UTCHAT AS AN AMULET THEY INTENDED IT TO BRING TO THEM THE BLESSINGS OF STRENGTH, VIGOR, PROTECTION, SAFETY, GOOD HEALTH, AND THE LIKE, AND THEY HAD IN THEIR MINDS THE EYE OF HORUS, PROBABLY THE WHITE ONE, OR THE SUN. IN RELIGIOUS TEXTS THE EXPRESSION MEH UTCHAT, THE "FILLING OF THE UTCHAT," IS OFTEN USED, AND FROM MANY CONSIDERATIONS IT IS CLEAR THAT WE MUST UNDERSTAND IT TO REFER TO THE SUN AT THE SUMMER SOLSTICE; THUS THE AMULET SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN INTENDED TO BRING TO ITS WEARER STRENGTH AND HEALTH SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE SUN AT THE SEASON OF THE YEAR WHEN IT IS MOST POWERFUL. IN THE CLXVIITH CHAPTER OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD THE DECEASED IS MADE TO SAY, "THE GOD THOTH HATH BROUGHT THE UTCHAT, AND HE HATH MADE IT TO REST AFTER IT DEPARTED, O RÂ. IT WAS GRIEVOUSLY AFFLICTED BY THE STORM, BUT THOTH MADE IT TO REST AFTER IT DEPARTED OUT OF THE STORM. I AM SOUND, AND IT IS SOUND; I AM SOUND, AND IT IS SOUND; AND NEBSENI, THE LORD OF PIETY, IS SOUND." TO OBTAIN THE FULL BENEFIT OF THE UTCHAT AMULET FOR THE DECEASED IT WAS OBLIGATORY TO MAKE ONE IN LAPIS-LAZULI AND TO PLATE IT WITH GOLD, AND THEN TO OFFER TO IT OFFERINGS AT THE SUMMER SOLSTICE; ANOTHER HAD THEN TO BE MADE OF JASPER AND, IF AFTER THE SPECIFIED CHAPTER (CXL.) HAD BEEN RECITED OVER IT, IT WAS LAID ON ANY PART OF THE BODY OF THE DECEASED, HE WOULD BECOME A GOD AND TAKE HIS PLACE IN THE BOAT OF RÂ. AT THIS SOLSTICE TWELVE ALTARS HAD TO BE LIGHTED, FOUR FOR RÂ-TEMU, FOUR FOR THE UTCHAT, AND FOUR FOR THE OTHER GODS WHO HAD BEEN MENTIONED IN THE CHAPTER. AN INTERESTING EXAMPLE OF THE USE OF THE UTCHAT OCCURS IN A GREEK SPELL FOR THE DISCOVERY OF A THIEF WRITTEN AS LATE AS THE IVTH CENTURY OF OUR ERA. IN IT WE ARE TOLD TO "TAKE THE HERB KHELKBEI AND BUGLOSS, PRESS OUT THE JUICE AND BURN THE CRUSHED LEAVES AND MIX THE ASHES WITH THE JUICE. ANOINT AND WRITE UPON A WALL KHOÔ WITH THESE MATERIALS. AND TAKE A COMMON PIECE OF WOOD, AND CUT A HAMMER OUT OF IT, AND STRIKE WITH IT UPON THE EAR, PRONOUNCING THIS SPELL: 'I ADJURE THEE BY THE HOLY NAMES, RENDER UP THE THIEF, WHO HAS CARRIED AWAY SUCH [AND SUCH] A THING KHALKHAK, KHALKOUM, KHIAM, KHAR, KHROUM, ZBAR, BÊRI, ZBARKOM, KHRÊ, KARIÔB, PHARIBOU, AND BY THE TERRIBLE NAMES ΑΕΕΗΗΗΙΙΙΙΟΟΟΟΟΥΥΥΥΥΥΩΩΩΩΩΩΩ {GREEK AEEHHHIIIIOOOOOUUUUUUWWWWWWW}'" FOLLOWING THESE WORDS WE HAVE A PICTURE OF THE UTCHAT WITH AN ARRANGEMENT OF CERTAIN VOWELS ON EACH SIDE OF IT THUS:
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THE SPELL CONTINUES, "RENDER UP THE THIEF WHO HAS STOLEN SUCH [AND SUCH] A THING: AS LONG AS I STRIKE THE EAR WITH THIS HAMMER, LET THE EYE OF THE THIEF BE SMITTEN AND INFLAMED UNTIL IT BETRAYS HIM.' SAYING THESE WORDS STRIKE WITH THE HAMMER."  
[bookmark: img_05801]13. THE AMULET OF "LIFE," [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/05801.jpg](ÂNKH).
[bookmark: img_05802]THE OBJECT WHICH IS REPRESENTED BY THIS AMULET IS UNKNOWN, AND OF ALL THE SUGGESTIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE CONCERNING IT NONE IS MORE UNLIKELY THAN THAT WHICH WOULD GIVE IT A PHALLIC ORIGIN. WHATEVER IT MAY REPRESENT, IT CERTAINLY SYMBOLIZES "LIFE"; EVERY GOD CARRIES IT, AND IT SEEMS, EVEN IN THE EARLIEST TIMES, TO BE A CONVENTIONAL REPRESENTATION OF SOME OBJECT WHICH IN THE REMOTEST PERIOD HAD BEEN USED AS AN. AMULET. IN THE PAPYRUS OF ANI (2ND EDIT., PLATE 2) THE ÂNKH RISES FROM THE TET, AND THE ARMS WHICH PROJECT FROM IT SUPPORT THE DISK OF THE SUN AS HERE SEEN. THIS AMULET IS MADE OF [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/05802.jpg]VARIOUS SUBSTANCES, AND WAS CHIEFLY EMPLOYED AS A PENDANT OF A NECKLACE. 
[bookmark: img_05900]14. THE AMULET NEFER, [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/05900.jpg]
THIS AMULET SIGNIFIES "HAPPINESS, GOOD LUCK," ETC., AND REPRESENTS A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT; IT WAS MADE OF CARNELIAN, RED STONE, RED PORCELAIN, AND THE LIKE, AND WAS A VERY FAVORITE FORM FOR THE PENDANTS OF NECKLACES AND STRINGS OF BEADS.
[bookmark: img_05901]15. THE AMULET OF THE SERPENT'S HEAD, [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/05901.jpg]
THIS AMULET WAS PLACED ON THE DEAD BODY TO KEEP IT FROM BEING BITTEN BY SNAKES IN THE UNDERWORLD OR TOMB. IT IS MADE OF RED STONE, RED JASPER, RED PASTE, AND CARNELIAN. AS THE GODDESS ISIS IS OFTEN TYPIFIED BY A SERPENT, AND RED IS A COLOR PECULIAR TO HER, IT SEEMS AS IF THE IDEA UNDERLYING THE USE OF THIS AMULET WAS TO VANQUISH THE SNAKES IN THE TOMB BY MEANS OF THE POWER OF THE GREAT SNAKE-GODDESS ISIS. THIS POWER HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED TO IT BY MEANS OF THE WORDS OF THE XXXIVTH CHAPTER OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD, WHICH ARE OFTEN INSCRIBED UPON IT. THE TEXT READS: "O SERPENT! I AM THE FLAME WHICH SHINETH UPON THE OPENER OF HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF YEARS, AND THE STANDARD OF THE GOD TENPU," OR AS OTHERS SAY, "THE STANDARD OF YOUNG PLANTS AND FLOWERS. DEPART YE FROM ME, FOR I AM THE DIVINE LYNX." SOME HAVE THOUGHT THAT THE SNAKE'S HEAD REPRESENTS THE SERPENT WHICH SURMOUNTS THE RAM'S HEAD ON THE URHEKAU INSTRUMENT USED IN PERFORMING THE CEREMONY OF "OPENING THE MOUTH." 
[bookmark: img_06000][image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/06000.jpg]
[bookmark: img_06001]16. THE AMULET OF THE MENAT, [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/06001.jpg]
THIS AMULET WAS IN USE IN EGYPT AS EARLY AS THE VITH DYNASTY, AND IT WAS WORN OR HELD OR CARRIED WITH THE SISTRUM BY GODS, KINGS, PRIESTS, PRIESTESSES, ETC.; USUALLY IT IS HELD IN THE HAND, BUT IT IS OFTEN WORN ON THE NECK. ITS OBJECT WAS TO BRING JOY AND HEALTH TO THE WEARER, AND IT WAS BELIEVED TO POSSESS MAGICAL PROPERTIES; IT REPRESENTED NUTRITION AND STRENGTH, AND THE MIGHT OF THE MALE AND FEMALE ORGANS OF GENERATION, MYSTICALLY CONSIDERED, WAS SUPPOSED TO BE UNITED THEREIN. THE AMULET IS MADE IN BRONZE, STONE, PORCELAIN, AND OTHER SUBSTANCES, AND WHEN LAID UPON THE BODY OF THE DEAD BROUGHT TO IT THE POWER OF LIFE AND REPRODUCTION.
[bookmark: img_06100]17. THE AMULET OF THE SAM, [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/06100.jpg]
THIS AMULET IS PROBABLY INTENDED TO REPRESENT AN ORGAN OF THE HUMAN BODY, AND ITS USE IS VERY ANCIENT; IT IS MADE OF LAPIS-LAZULI AND OTHER HARD STONE SUBSTANCES, AND IN THE LATE PERIOD IS OFTEN FOUND IN THE SWATHING’S OF MUMMIES. ITS PRIMARY MEANING IS "UNION," AND REFERS TO ANIMAL PLEASURE.
[bookmark: img_06101]18. THE AMULET OF THE SHEN, [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/06101.jpg]
[bookmark: img_06200]THIS AMULET IS INTENDED TO REPRESENT THE SUN'S ORBIT, AND IT BECAME THE SYMBOL OF AN UNDEFINED PERIOD OF TIME, I.E., ETERNITY; IT WAS LAID UPON THE BODY OF THE DEAD WITH THE VIEW OF GIVING TO IT LIFE WHICH SHOULD ENDURE AS LONG AS THE SUN REVOLVED IN ITS ORBIT IN THE HEAVENS. IN THE PICTURE OF THE MUMMY CHAMBER THE GODDESSES ISIS AND NEPHTHYS ARE SEEN KNEELING AND RESTING THEIR HANDS ON SHEN. FIGURES OF THE SHEN WERE PAINTED UPON STELAE, COFFINS, ETC.; AS AN AMULET IT IS COMMONLY MADE OF LAPIS-LAZULI OR CARNELIAN. THE AMULET OF THE CARTOUCHE [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/06200.jpg]HAS BEEN SUPPOSED TO BE NOTHING MORE THAN SHEN ELONGATED, BUT IT PROBABLY REFERS TO THE ORDINARY MEANING OF [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/06200.jpg]I.E., "NAME."
[bookmark: img_06201]19. THE AMULET OF THE STEPS, [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/06201.jpg]
THIS AMULET SEEMS TO HAVE TWO MEANINGS: TO LIFT UP TO HEAVEN, AND THE THRONE OF OSIRIS. ACCORDING TO ONE LEGEND, WHEN THE GOD SHU WISHED TO LIFT UP THE GODDESS NUT FROM THE EMBRACE OF THE GOD SEB, SO THAT HER BODY, SUPPORTED BY HER STRETCHED-OUT ARMS AND LEGS, MIGHT FORM THE SKY, HE FOUND THAT HE WAS NOT TALL ENOUGH TO DO SO; IN THIS DIFFICULTY HE MADE USE OF A FLIGHT OF STEPS, AND HAVING MOUNTED TO THE TOP OF THESE HE FOUND HIMSELF ABLE TO PERFORM HIS WORK. IN THE FOURTH SECTION OF THE ELYSIAN FIELDS THREE SUCH FLIGHTS OF STEPS ARE DEPICTED. IN THE XXIIND CHAPTER OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD THE DECEASED PRAYS THAT HE "MAY HAVE A PORTION WITH HIM WHO IS ON THE TOP OF THE STEPS," I.E., OSIRIS, AND IN FUNERAL VIGNETTES THIS GOD IS SEEN SEATED UPON THE TOP OF A FLIGHT OF STEPS AND HOLDING HIS USUAL SYMBOLS OF SOVEREIGNTY AND DOMINION. THE AMULET OF THE STEPS IS USUALLY MADE OF GREEN OR BLUE GLAZED PORCELAIN. 
[bookmark: img_06300]20. THE AMULET OF THE FROG, [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/06300.jpg]
[bookmark: img_06301][bookmark: img_06302][bookmark: img_06303][bookmark: img_06304][bookmark: img_06305][bookmark: img_06306][bookmark: img_06307]THIS AMULET IS TYPICAL OF TEEMING LIFE AND OF THE RESURRECTION. THE FROG-HEADED GODDESS HEQT, THE WIFE OF KHNEMU, WAS ASSOCIATED WITH THE RESURRECTION, AND THIS AMULET, WHEN LAID UPON THE BODY OF THE DEAD, WAS INTENDED TO TRANSFER TO IT HER POWER. THE FROG IS OFTEN REPRESENTED ON THE UPPER PART OF THE GREEK AND ROMAN TERRA-COTTA LAMPS WHICH ARE FOUND IN EGYPT, AND ON ONE OF THEM WRITTEN IN GREEK IS THE LEGEND, "I AM THE RESURRECTION." THE AMULETS DESCRIBED ABOVE ARE THOSE WHICH ARE MOST COMMONLY FOUND IN THE TOMBS AND ON MUMMIES, BUT A FEW OTHERS ARE ALSO KNOWN, E.G., [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/06301.jpg]THE WHITE CROWN OF THE SOUTH, [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/06302.jpg]THE RED CROWN OF THE NORTH, [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/06303.jpg]THE HORIZON, OR PLACE WHERE THE SUN RISES, [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/06304.jpg]AN ANGLE, TYPIFYING PROTECTION, [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/06305.jpg]THE HORNS, DISK, AND PLUMES, [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/06306.jpg]OR [image: https://www.sacred-texts.com/egy/ema/img/06307.jpg]THE PLUMMET, ETC. BESIDES THESE, ANY RING, OR PENDANT, OR ORNAMENT, OR ANY OBJECT WHATSOEVER, UPON WHICH WAS INSCRIBED THE NAME OF A GOD OR HIS EMBLEM, OR PICTURE, BECAME AN AMULET WITH PROTECTIVE POWERS; AND IT SEEMS THAT THESE POWERS REMAINED ACTIVE AS LONG AS THE SUBSTANCE LASTED AND AS LONG AS THE NAME, OR EMBLEM, OR PICTURE, WAS NOT ERASED FROM IT. THE USE OF AMULETS WAS COMMON IN EGYPT FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES TO THE ROMAN PERIOD, AND WHEN THE EGYPTIANS EMBRACED CHRISTIANITY, THEY, IN COMMON WITH THE GNOSTICS AND SEMI-CHRISTIAN SECTS, IMPORTED INTO THEIR NEW FAITH MANY OF THE VIEWS AND BELIEFS WHICH THEIR SO-CALLED HEATHEN ANCESTORS HAD HELD, AND WITH THEM THE USE OF THE NAMES OF ANCIENT EGYPTIAN GODS, AND GODDESSES, AND DEMONS, AND FORMULAE, WHICH THEY EMPLOYED IN MUCH THE SAME WAY AS THEY WERE EMPLOYED IN THE DAYS OF OLD.
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